the  university 

OF  ILLINOIS 
LIBRARY 


639-05  ! 

FIH  i 

V.  26  1 

j 

REMOTE  STORAGi. 


*s 


r  ^ 


I* 

V.  . 


•  I 


>1 

V 


t 


•  \ 
f 


THE  LIBRARY  ' 
OF  m 

UMIVEBSITY  Of  ii.unois 


iW 


Supplement  to  S'bf  ^isltiuc)  (^aifttf,  May  rj.  /rS’yj. 


Stipplemeni  to  the  Fishincj  Gazette,  Juhj  IT),  1893.] 


THE 


tslitn 


I 


DEVOTED  TO 


ANGLING,  BIVEE,  LAKE,  AND  SEA  FISHING 

AND  FISH  CULTUEB. 


EDITED  BY  R.  B.  MAESTON 

(HOni.  TREASURER  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB). 


WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS 


VOL.  XXVI.,  JANUAEY  TO  JUNE,  1893 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON,  AND  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  E.C. 


[ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED.] 


Supplement  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  July  15,  1893.] 


INDEX  TO  VOL.  XXVI. 


O^ScJOO- 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Special  Enobaving  (Frontispiece),  “  Hampshiee  TeOut.” 


A  Fosse  in  Nortliern  Norway,  408 

Boat  Pool,  Boat  of  Garten,  the,  455 

Casting  the  Minnow  to  the  Right  and  to 
the  Left  (American  Method),  94 
Chub,  Scale  and  Throat  Teeth  of  a  3Jlb., 
59 
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Coarse  E’ish,  Sale  of.  During  Fence 
Months,  204 
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Conway  Salmon,  the  Big,  6 
Cornwall  County  Fisheries  Exhibition, 
374 
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Crumplen,  Mr.,  on  Fish  in  Mars,  83 
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Deeside  Hatchery,  419 
Derwent  (Cumberland)  Fishery  District 
Board,  102,  331 
Deveron,  the,  481 
Dinsdale  Dam,  456 
Don,  the,  Salmon  Fisheries,  3 
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Eden,  Salmon  Poaching  in  the,  370 
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Agents,  272 

English  Trout,  whore  they  were  Planted 
in  America,  348 

Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association,  192 

Famous  Fi.sherman — James  Grant,  110 
“  First  Blood,”  151 

Fisheries  and  Shooting  Exhibition,  109 
Fishery  Conservators,  Meeting  of,  at 
Bowness,  Windermei'o,  472 
Fishery  Prosecutions,  117 
Fishings  and  Scenery  of  the  Highlands, 
368,  388 

Fishing  on  the  Exeter  Canal,  7 
Pishing  Q(iarters  in  Sweden,  57 
Fishing-tackle  Firms,  an  Important 
Question  to,  19 

Fishing-tackle  Manufactory,  a  Celebrated 
Irish,  234 

Fly-dressing,  an  Ideal  Dictionary  of,  189 
Friends  of  My  Youth,  190 

Gentles,  407 

Gipping  Angling  Pre.serv.ation  Society,  117 
Glengarry  as  an  Angling  Resort,  439 
Grannom  on  the  Test,  the,  1893,  331 
Grayling  in  the  Itchen,  110 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  295 
Ground  Bait,  428,  443,  467,  487 
Gut  Crop  1892-93,  54,  436 

Halibut,  a  Curious,  270 
Hampshire  Stowe,  83 
Hatchery,  the  Deeside,  61 
Hay  Fever,  352 

Health  to  Mon,  Death  to  Trouts,  207 
Hebridean  Spring  Quarters,  Some,  236 
Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
280 

“  Honour  to  Whom  Honour  is  Due,”  294 
“  Hull  Times  ”  Competition  at  Brigg,  485 


“Imperial  ”  Silver  Cup  Competition,  34, 
47,  80,  100,  117,  140,  158,  193,  339 
Inchnadamph,  112 

Ireland,  Recollections  of  Fishing  in,  12, 
57 

Ireland,  Some  Free  and  Other  Fishing  in, 
208,  289 

Isle  of  Man  Anglers’  Association,  80 
Isle  of  Man,  Catching  Salmon  out  of 
Season,  73 

Izaak  Walton,  Tercentenary  of  the  Birth 
of,  479 

“Jock  Scotts”  Three,  439 

Jottings  by  the  Way,  427,  443,  467,  487 

“  Keep  Your  Line  in  the  Water,”  77 
King  Carp,  Astonishing  Growth  of,  158 
Kingsland  Angling  Club,  1893,  122 

Labrador,  an  Afternoon  in,  409 
Lake  District  Angling  Association,  137 
Lake  Pike  Fishing  in  the  Midlands,  8 
Lamperns  and  the  “  Kodak,”  289 
Largo -mouth  Black  Bass  in  Europe,  236 
Leistrom  Pool,  near  Armathwaite,  74 
Line  Drying  Machine,  a  Capital,  152 
Lobsters,  English  successfully  transported 
to  New  Zealand,  5 

Loch  Leven  Competition  for  1893,  192  ; . 
National  Angling  Clubs  Competition, 
472  ;  'The  Season’s  Angling  on,  337 
Longley’s  Thames  Angler’s  and  Oarsman’s 
Vade-mecum,  72 

Luncheon  Ba.sket,  an  Appendix  to  the,  458 

Maidenhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray  Thames 
Angling  Association,  334 
Malvern  Association  of  Anglers’  Annual 
Dinner,  182 

Marking  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  on  Wost 
Coast  of  Norway,  291 
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Migratory  Fish,  Wholesale  Destruction  of, 
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Mildenhall  on  the  Lark,  460 
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Mourne  Fish  Hatchery,  244 
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Otter,  a  Pew  Words  on  the,  410 
Otter  Hounds,  Carlisle,  403 
Otter  Hounds,  Mr.  E.  C.  Poster’s,  278,  334 
Otter,  the,  113 
Our  American  Cousins,  443 
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Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation  Society, 
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Pedestrian,  a  Good,  61 
Perch  in  Teviot,  339 
Pickering  Fishery  Association,  182 
Pike,  a  Fine  Thames,  193 
Pike,  a  371b.  Irish,  205,  210 
Piscatorial  Concert,  106 
Piscatorial  Dinner,  166 
Piscatorial  Society,  the,  29,  192 
Poaching  on  the  'Tweed,  6,  20 
Pollack  Fishing,  455 
Poisoning  a  Flintshire  River,  393 
Poisoning  in  the  Kent,  393 
Prawn  Tackle,  a  New,  75 
Preservation  of  Thames  Fisheries,  the, 
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Provincial  Notes — 
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Society,  295 

Salmon  Angling— Scotch  Spring  Rivers, 
285 
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land  and  Wales),  334 
Salmon  Ladder,  a  Successful,  95 
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Salmon  Poachers,  Conviction  of  Border, 
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Salmon  Poaching  in  the  Border  Esk,  48 
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Scotland,  the  Season  and  Fishing  in,  405 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  384,  419 
Sea  Fisheries,  the  North-East  Coast  Deep, 
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Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  1888,  235 
Sea  Fishers’  Club,  an  Amateur,  6 
Seal  in  the  Solway,  435 
Sermon,  Annual,  for  1892,  6 
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“  Serpentanic  ”  Bait,  the,  152 
Seton-Karr’s,  Mr.,  proposed  Bill  to  Amend 
the  Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Act, 
235 

Shannon  Prospects,  15 
Shannon  Salmon,  Enormous,  100 
Song  of  the  Salmon  Fisher,  73 
Speyside  Trout  Fishers,  the,  458 
Spey,  the,  454 

Spey,  the.  Fishing  Rights  Case,  125,  133 
Sportsman’s  Exhibition  at  Sheffield,  257 
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Tickets  on  the  Great  Eastern  Rail¬ 
way,  450 

Stray  Casts  from  Athlone,  189 
Stray  Casts — The  Rising  River,  392 
Stream  Cleaning,  27 
Sturgeon  Captured  in  the  Solway,  334 
Suir,  Pishing  on  the,  237 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  270 
Sweden,  Fishing  Quarters  in,  57 

Tadcaster  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society,  374 

'Tees  Fishery  Board,  182 
Teme,  Fly-fishing  in  the,  434,  479 
Test,  Another  Largo  Pike  out  of  the,  453 
Test,  1893,  May-fly  on  the,  412 
'Thames  Fisheries,  the  Destruction  of  the, 
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Thames  Flounders,  Disappearance  of,  72 
Thames  Rights  and  Wrongs,  169 
'Thames  River-keepers’  Dinner,  the,  192 


Thames  Weir,  a  Day’s  Trout  Fishing  on 
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Trout  Pishing  in  Michigan,  389 
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TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  RANGBLEY 
LAKES. 


SPORT  WITH  LAND-LOCKED  SALMON. 


Bv  AN  English  Angler. 


i  hon’t  know  whether  any  of  your  readers  have 
read  “  Sport  with  Gun  and  Rod  in  American 
Woods  and  Waters,”  but  if  not,  they  have  a  treat 
in  store.  Every  article  is  written  evidently  by  a 
man  whom  you  feel  has  full  knowledge  of  and  a 
great  love  for  his  subject,  and  the  book  is  literally 
full  of  engravings  and  wood-cuts,  which  put  our 
English  illustrations  to  shame  in  point  of  finish 
and  artistic  effect. 

But  my  intention  is  not  to  puff  a  book,  but  to 
give  you  a  short  account  of  what  the  perusal  of  it 
made  me  do,  and  the  result. 

About  three  winters  ago  I  had  been  reading 
an  article  on  “  Trout  Fishing  in  the  Rangeley 
Lakes,”  and  I  was  fired  by  the  recital  of  the 
number  and  size  of  the  trout,  but  still  more  by 
the  mention  of  the  presence  of  land-locked 
salmon  in  these  lakes.  I  found  afterwards  that 
Rangeley  Lakes  is  rather  a  misnomer,  there  being 
only  one  Rangeley  Lake,  or  as  it  is  usually  called 
by  its  old  Indian  name  “  Oquossac,”  and  the 
chain  of  lakes  includes  also  Capsuptic,  Mooseluc- 
maguntic,  Molechunkamunk  or  Richardson, 
Welokennebacook,  and  Umbagog — all  connected 
by  short  rivers  ivitli  one  another.  Oquossac 


acquired  the  name  of  Rangeley  from  an  English¬ 
man  of  that  name,  who  settled  on  the  northern 
shore  and  built  a  holding,  mill,  &c.  All  around 
is  wilderness  except  on  this  north  shore  of 
Rangeley,  and  a  little  to  the  south  of  Umbagog. 
Having  had,  in  this  country,  experience  only  of 
“  fresh  run  ”  or  “  kelt  fish,”  a  fervent  desire  was 
awakened  in  my  breast  to  know  what  kind  of  a 
beast  a  salmon  could  be  which  never  went,  and 
never  had  been  to  the  sea.  I  pictured  him  a 
brown  and  perhaps  even  spotted  like  a  lake  trout. 
The  curiosity  and  temptation  were  too  great,  and 
1  went. 

After  concluding  my  business  in  New  York,  I 
found  myself  about  the  end  of  the  first  week  in 
May  in  Boston,  armed  with  an  introduction  from 
kind  Milwaukee  friends  to  an  eminent  doctor 
there,  who  received  me  like  a  brother,  and,  besides 
giving  me  an  armful  of  good  advice,  offered  to 
lend  me  all  his  fishing  tackle.  As  1  had  brought 
a  sufficient  supply  with  me,  1  had  to  decline  his 
otherwise  good  ofl'ev.  In  parentheses,  let  me 
warn  brother  anglers  about  the  troubles  of  getting 
through  the  New  York  custom  house.  I  was 
formally  examined  before  four  or  five  officials  as 
to  whether  my  rods  were  new',  whether  for  sale 
and  what  they  cost,  how  long  I  had  had  them, 
Ac.,  before  I  was  allowed  to  go  free. 

As  all  the  lakes  were  reported  still  frozen  hard 
under  feet  of  ice,  I  had  to  wait  until  news  came 
of  the  ice  breaking  up.  This  was  about  the  Loth 
May,  and  I  left  Boston  about  six  in  the  evening 
for  Portland,  where  1  stayed  the  night.  Next 
morning  the  journey  wascontinued  to  Farmington, 
where  the  traveller  on  fishing  intent  has  to  change 
to  a  narrow  gauge  (about  2ft.),  following  the  Sandy 
River, passing  through  Strong,arrivingatPhil]ip’s 
(the  terminus)  about  middle  day.  This  is  a 
pretty,  wooden-built  American  village,  with  raised 
plank  side-walks,  and  planted  with  rows  of  trees. 
At  the  end  of  the  village,  towards  the  west,  is  a 
capital  wooden  hotel,  and  here  I  put  up,  to  find 
the  place  packed  with  fishers — alas !  all  frozen 
out.  The  road  to  Greenvale,  the  nearest  jioint  on 
Rangeley  Lake,  twenty  miles  distant,  was  blocked 
by  snow  drifts,  one  of  which  was  tw'O  miles  long, 
in  addition  to  which  Rangeley  Tiake  was  reported 
still  frozen  up.  I  obtained  a  very  comfortable  bed¬ 
room,  and  went  down  to  the  dining  or  coffee- 
room,  set  out  with  numerous  little  tables,  waited 
upon  by  nigger  boys.  I  was  shown  to  a  small 
table  where  sat  a  young  lady  and  her  husband, 
who,  it  afterwards  transpired,  was  the  president 
of  the  New  York  Natural  History  Club. 

Understand  that  this  village  and  all  the  lakes 
treated  of  are  situated  in  the  county  of  Maine, 
where  you  can  obtain  most  things,  except  a  drink, 
at  least,  what  a  fisher  would  term  a  drink.  No 
wine,  no  beer,  and  no  spirits,  and  the  diplomacy', 
shifts,  tricks,  expedients  and  trouble  expended  on 
obtaining  a  supply  are  incredible. 

Going  into  a  room  on  the  basement,  I  found  it 
literally  packed  with  fishers,  all  deep  in  poker  and 
well  supplied  with  choice  whiskey.  Bourbon,  and 
rye,  which  they  had  brought  with  them.  The 
manner  in  which  they  made  the  Britisher  welcome 
was  a  sight  to  be  seen,  and  a  thing  to  remember  ! 
We  had  three  things  in  common  at  once — 
whiskey,  pipes,  and  the  love  of  the  art,  and,  with 
such  a  foundation  for  a  commencement,  in  an 
incredibly  short  time  we  were  the  best  of  friends. 

An  Englishman  of  sociable  ways  and  manners 
will  find  the  warmest  welcome  all  over  the  States. 
His  own  countrymen  have  a  solid  wall  of  social 
ice  around  them,  which  requires  a  considerable 
amount  of  thawing  before  the  true  individual 
underneath  is  reaehed,  which  thawing  has  to  be 
done  either  by  means  of  full  introductions  or  of 
contact  for  a  prolonged  period  in  the  same  house. 
Our  cousins  are  not  so  punctilious.  Given  a  man 
who  can  talk,  and  is  not  afraid  of  doing  so,  and 
knows  what  he  is  talking  abou||  looks  a  gentle¬ 
man  and  has  a  pleasant  manner,  there  are  few 
places  on  earth  where  he  will  sooner  feel  at  home 
than  in  America. 

After  two  days  the  road  to  Greenvale  and 
Rangeley  w'as  reported  open,  and  wo  left  in 
batehes.  Meantime,  I  had  improved  my  acquain¬ 
tance  with  Mr.  K - and  his  wife,  and  he  and  I 

agreed  to  chum  on  this  outing.  His  original 
intention  had  been  to  fish  up  from  one  lake  to 
another ;  from  RangeUy  to  Parmachenee  Lake 
taking  about  four  months,  camping  out  and  then 
going  into  camp,  near  the  Canadian  frontier,  for 
the  deer  and  elk  shooting  until  driven  into 


civilisation  by  the  snow  and  frost.  His  costume, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  other  fishers,  amused  me 
greatly,  as  it  seemed  calculated  to  withstand  all 
the  hard  work  and  tear  likely  to  be  met  with  in 
six  months’  work  in  a  dense  jungle  or  primeval 
forest.  From  head  to  toe  he  was  clothed  in 
dressed  deer  skin  of  a  good  brown  colour,  just  the 
thing  for  shooting,  but  somehow  looking  too 
formidable  for  fishing. 

If  I  knew  how  to  do  it,  I  should  like  to  give  you 
here  some  idea  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  in  this 
region.  There  are  three  ways  of  entering  this 
vast  sporting  district.  Firstly,  in  the  way  we 
have  come  from  Boston  vbi  Portland  and  Farm- 
ingham  on  the  east  side;  secondly,  by  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  to  Bryant’s  Pond  or  Bethel  on 
the  south  side;  and  thirdly',  by  the  same  rail  to 
Groveton,  and  up  the  Connecticut  River  to  the 
we.st  side.  I  believe  the  most  picturesque  is  that 
by  the  south,  as  the  traveller  strikes  the  big 
Androscoggin  River  at  Bethel,  and  thenee  to  the 
southernmost  lake  Umbagog,  and  thus  through 
one  lovely  lake  after  another  he  can  proceed  right 
up  to  Rangeley  Lake,  which  was  our  destination. 

Entering  thus  from  the  south,  after  going 
through  Umbagog  Lake,  a  short  length  of  about 
five  miles  on  the  Rapid  River  leads  to  Lower 
Riehardson  Lake,  through  the  Narrows  to  Upper 
Riehardson,  and  passing  the  big  Upper  Dam  into 
Mooselucmacuntie  Lake,  and  then  three  miles  dr 
so  of  river  into  Rangeley  Lake,  a  total  of  about 
sixty  miles.  • 

'Pile  wonderful  charm  of  this  part  is,  that  you 
can  take  your  canoe  from  river  to  lake  and  lake 
to  river  for  hundreds  of  miles  almost  without  a 
“  carry,”  and  with  short  “  carries  ”  you  can  work 
round  during  the  whole  fishing  season  to  your 
original  starting  point. 

What  a  country  for  the  sportsman !  No  very 
high  mountains,  no  Swiss  scenery,  but  still 
mountains  high  enough  to  please  the  artist’s  eye 
and  to  be  seen  from  all  points,  charming  in  out¬ 
line  and  clothed  to  the  summits. 

Generally  speaking,  this  enormous  district,  with 
its  hundreds  of  lakes,  in  all  of  which  there  is 
mist  excellent  trout  fishing,  and  its  innumerable 
streams  and  rivers,  has  never  been  settled.  When 
once  you  leave  Rangeley  village  facing  north, 
there  is  not  even  a  house  or  farm  until  you  pass 
over  into  Canada.  This  remark  holds  good 
generally  over  the  whole  district,  and  the  reason 
that  it  has  never  been  settled  is  that  it  is  one  vast 
forest.  One  sees  near  Ringeley  attempts  at 
clearing,  that  is,  cutting  down  the  trees  and 
trying  to  burn  the  stumps,  and  a  very  sorry 
sight  it  is,  but  Nature  seems  to  be  mightier  than 
man  in  these  regions,  and  evidences  are  abundant 
where  man  has  given  up  the  struggle  and  Nature 
has  not  been  long  in  hiding  man’s  vain  attempt 
by  a  new  growth  nearly  as  robust  as  the  original 
one.  The  region  extends  to  more  than  100,000 
square  miles,  and  one  may  say  its  only  com¬ 
mercial  product  is  timber.  But  so  heavy  is  the 
timber  that  the  growth  far  exceeds  the  cutting 
down,  and  one  may  journey  for  weeks  and  fail 
to  find  any  evidence  of  man’s  destructibility. 
The  principal  growth  consists  of  birch,  beech, 
maple,  ash,  hemlock,  spruce,  fir,  cedar  and  pine. 
There  is  every  variety  of  shooting,  as  the  guide 
says,  “  from  the  lively  little  squirrel  to  the 
lordly  moose,”  and  the  region  round  Parmachenee 
Lake  is  a  paradise  for  shooters. 

It  may  be  useful  here  to  mention  that  the 
American  term  “  pond  ”  indicates  a  small  lake,  it 
may  be  two  or  three  miles  long  and  a  couple  of 
miles  broad;  still  it  is  only  a  pond.  What  is  the 
line  of  demarcation  between  a  lake  and  a  pond  I 
have  never  learnt. 

We  will  now  return  to  our  hotel  at  Phillip's, 
where  we  left  the  crowd  of  fishermen  and  my 
friend  K.,  all  ready  accoutred  for  the  fray.  Two 
parties  had  got  the  start  of  us,  and  when  pur 
buggy  came  round,  my  friend  insisted  on  my  being 
the  Jehu,  although  I  did  not  know  an  inch  of  the 
road.  We  had  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  before 
us,  and  proceeded  merrily  up  to  a  village  called 
Madrid,  on  the  Sandy  River  about  eight  rniles 
from  Phillip’s.  Here  the  road  leaves  the  river, 
and  commences  to  ascend  very  sharply  up  to 
Beech  House,  1200ft.  above  Phillips,  and  I  had  to 
negociate  the  before  mentioned  snow  drift  two 
miles  up  this  steep  hill.  Fortunately  nothing 
seems  to  come  amiss  to  an  American  “  buggy  ” 
or  “  buckboard,”  and  we  arrived  in  due  course, 
safe  and  sound  at  Greenvale,  having  passed 
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between  Long  Pond  and  Sandy  River  Ponds,  only 
a  stone’s  throw  apart,  one  being  the  source  of 
the  Androscoggin  River,  and  the  other  of  the 
Kennebec.  Anywhere  on  the  road  there  is 
excellent  trout  fishing  in  the  season  in  lakes 
or  rivers. 

Greenvale  House,  where  we  put  up,  is  a  comfort¬ 
able  wooden  hotel,  with  a  verandah  round  two 
sides,  close  to  the  lake,  and  has  a  long  raised 
gangway  leading  to  the  landing  stage.  In  the 
summer  there  is  a  little  steamer  plying  up  and 
down  called  the  “  Mollychunkamunk.”  The  hotel 
terms  are  .S2  to  per  day,  and  the  food  is  good, 
but  is  not  appetising  to  a  foreigner  who  is  not 
sharply  set. 

My  outfit  of  rods  consisted  of  a  trolling  rod — a 
12ft.  bin.  trout  rod  in  two  pieces,  the  butt  half 
being  of  bamboo,  and  a  light  lift,  cane  built  one. 

To  our  dismay,  we  found  the  lake  a  sheet  of  ice, 
and  we  tried  for  a  time  fishing  through  holes 
made  in  it  for  the  purpose,  but  without  result. 
The  next  day  we  had  a  gale  from  the  south, 
which  broke  up  the  ice  completely,  and  so  (juickly 
docs  spring  and  almost  summer  follow  the  thaw 
that  three  days  after  this  the  heat  on  the  lake  was 
so  great,  we  had  to  give  up  fishing  and  seek 
shelter  under  the  trees. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  season  immediately 
after  the  break  up  of  the  ice,  the  temperature  of 
the  water  is  very  low,  and  then  the  trout  and 
salmon  will  not  rise  to  the  fly.  The  method  of 
catching  them  then  is  to  troll  with  a  little  fish, 
locally  called  a  minnow,  but  very  dissimilar  to  our 
bait  of  the  same  name,  or  with  worms.  According 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  no  artificial  minnow  is 
allowed,  and  no  triangles,  or  hooks  back  to  back 
— nothing  but  single  hooks  in  fact — and  to  their 
credit  be  it  said,  so  far  as  I  saw  or  heard  of,  the 
fishers  obeyed  this  law.  No  fish  are  allowed  to 
be  sent  out  of  the  district  by  road  or  rail,  but  an 
angler  is  allowed  to  take  a  certain  amount  with 
him  on  his  return  home.  This  law  acts  in  a  very 
salutary  manner,  as  it  prevents  fish  being  taken 
for  profit,  or  to  make  a  business  of  it. 

1  found  the  best  lure  to  be  a  medium  sized 
salmon  fly,  one  made  entirely  of  cock  of  the  rock, 
to  imitate  a  shrimp,  with  the  addition  of  a  good 
fat  worm.  We  kept  no  diary  of  our  catches,  but 
I  think  we  had  no  trout  of  less  than  a  pound  in 
weight,  and  many  were  up  to  six  and  seven 
])Ounds.  Every  day  we  got  a  few  land-locked 
salmon,  and  my  astonishment  was  great  to  find 
that,  to  all  appearances,  and  on  close  examination, 
they  were  identical  with  fresh  run  grilse.  The 
colour  and  shape  were  perfect.  They  were 
imported  into  this  and  adjacent  lakes  about 
twenty  to  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  appear  to 
grow  more  slowly  than  the  trout.  The  latter  are 
not  the  lake  trout,  but  so-called  brook  or  river 
trout,  and  are  frequently  taken  up  to  81b.  in 
weight.  They  take  the  fiy  very  readily,  and  the 
best  seasons  are  from  June  1  to  middle  July,  and 
from  Sept.  1  to  Oct.  1.  The  heaviest  salmon  I 
landed  was  101b.,  and  I  did  not  see  one  larger. 

The  scenery  requires  more  words  to  do  it  justice 
than  I  can  give.  Surrounding  the  lake  are 
mountains,  such  as  Bald  Mountain,  1700ft.  high. 
Old  Saddleback,  4000ft.,  Mount  Abraham,  and 
East  and  West  Kennebago  Mountains.  A  good 
deal  of  land  round  part  of  the  lake  is  under 
cultivation,  which  detracts  from  the  wild  grandeur, 
but  the  cultivation  does  not  extend  far  back,  and 
it  is  all  there  is  in  the  entire  district. 

Mention  should  here  be  made  of  a  fishing 
club,  founded  about  ISfiO,  consisting  of  seventy- 
live  members — called  the  Ognossoc  Angling 
Association.  Shares  are  8200  each,  capital 
.''10,700  ;  annual  subscription  825.  The  club  camp 
is  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Eangeley  and 
Kennebago  Rivers,  and  consists  of  several 
buildings  and  outhouses,  all  of  wood,  but  most 
comfortable  in  construction  and  fittings.  The 
charges  are  82  per  day  for  board,  Ac.,  Si  to  82 
for  guide,  and  50  cents  for  use  of  boat.  So 
sought  after  is  the  membership  that  it  is  hopeless 
to  bo  put  on  the  nomination  paper,  although,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  there  are  no  exclusive  fishing 
privileges  attached  to  membership.  The  above 
tariff  is  the  one  generally  adopted  at  all  camps  or 
hotels  throughout  the  district. 

Now  a  word  as  to  camps.  On  a  few  principal 
lake.s  there  are  permanent  season  camps — good 
wooden  structures  belonging  to  enterprising 
people  who  move  into  them  about  the  first  of 
June  until  the  end  of  September,  in  the  qualifica¬ 


tion  of  hotel  keepers.  Boats  and  guides  are 
almo.st  always  to  be  had,  but  the  further  you  go 
into  the  wilderness,  the  further  away  from  the 
railway  terminus,  the  more  rugged  the  fam.  The 
best  plan  is  to  pick  out  a  known  good  guide  at 
Rangeley,  or  wherever  you  may  start  from,  and 
to  keep  him  with  you  throughout  your  stay, 
taking  him  about  from  place  to  place,  for  there 
are  frauds  even  in  guides,  and  I  had  a  specimen 
at  Rangeley. 

He  was  young,  w'hich  was  his  only  excuse,  but 
of  fishing  he  knew  less  than  nothing,  and,  outside 
of  a  radius  of  half-a-dozen  miles,  he  was  as  a 
strange  cat  in  a  new  house.  We  parted  on 
friendly  terms  when  I  left  Rangeley,  but  not 
before  he  had  had  a  novel  and  strange  experience. 

You  know  that  in  the  States  all  men  are  equal, 
social  class  distinction  does  not  exist,  and  it 
follows  that  a  man  and  his  guide  invariably 
address  one  another  as  equals.  At  night,  round 
the  camp  fire,  anglers  and  guides  mix  in  general 
conversation  or  join  in  a  game  of  whist  in  perfect 
equality.  But  one  day,  this  unhappy  younf?  man 
was  particularly  stupid,  which  1  bore  as  best  I 
could  up  to  breaking  point,  and  at  last,  to  my 
shame  be  it  said,  my  portion  of  human  tlesh  could 
bear  no  more,  and  a  few  good,  solid,  hot  Saxon 
oaths  escaped  me !  The  effect  was  terrific  !  But 
the  result  was  good,  and  I  afterwards  apologised. 

Being  tired  of  trotting,  and  hearing  that  thei’e 
was  a  small  lake,  called  Quimby  Rond,  about 
thirteen  or  fourteen  miles  distant,  where  the  trout 
took  the  fly  from  the  commencement  of  the 
season,  I  went  over  for  two  days,  and  fished  there. 
It  was  only  a  small  lake,  about  a  mile  long,  but 
beautifully  set  in  larch  and  maple  woods.  ]\ly 
first  fish,  when  getting  my  line  out,  was  a  small 
salmon,  only  a  little  over  a  pound  in  weight.  Tlie 
trout  were  very  numerous,  but  small,  and  the 
water  never  froze  on  this  lake,  owing  to  its  being 
fed  entirely  by  springs,  hence  the  trout  taking 
the  fly  so  early  in  the  season. 

1  shall  not  readily  forget  a  scene,  totally  unre¬ 
hearsed,  which  occurred  when  fishing  this  Quimby 
Pond.  At  that  time  another  man  and  I  were 
fishing  it.  He  was  a  very  big,  stout,  bald-headed 
man,  and  his  guide  was  a  splendid  young  fellow, 
who  “  guided  ”  in  summer  and  “  lumbered  ”  in 
winter,  both  good  anglers.  He  preferred  a 
gaudily  painted  canoe-like  narrow  boat,  and  so 
there  were  only  two  craft.  I  took  an  old  broad- 
beamed  tub,  and  left  them  the  beauty.  They  were 
fishing  about  sixty  yards  away  from  me,  the  guide 
sitting  on  the  gunwale  in  the  stern,  using  apaddle 
Indian  fashion,  and  the  angler  standing  up  to  cast. 

All  at  once,  I  heard  an  exclamation  from  ipy 
guide,  looked  round,  and  saw  two  forms  from  the 
other  boat  heading  into  the  lake.  My  man’s  idea 
was  to  hurry  to  the  rescue,  but  I  said,  “Wait  and 
see,’’  and  in  an  instant  up  came  a  bald  head,  and 
then  a  black  one — hands  clasped  the  upturned 
boat — face  looked  at  face — and  then  both  the 
rescued  burst  into  hearty  laughter.  It  was  too 
comical  to  see  two  humans  clinging  to  a  boat 
upside  dowm  in  the  middle  of  the  lake,  and  laugh¬ 
ing  as  hard  as  they  could  at  one  another.  Nothitig 
was  to  be  done,  all  rods,  fishing  tackle,  fly  books, 
&c.,  being  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake  to  be  left 
where  they  were.  And  although  there  was  at 
the  time  a  nice  “rise”  on,  notwithstanding  the 
sudden  “fall,”  we  had  to  put  the  horses  in  and 
drive  fifteen  miles  home  on  a  buckboard  in  a 
pelting  cold  rain. 

After  fishing  Rangeley  Lake  for  a  week,  K.  and 
I  resolved  to  go  to  the  Retreat  House,  a  summer 
camp  on  Kennebago  Lake.  This  place  is  about 
fourteen  miles  from  Rangeley  village  and  eighteen 
from  Greenvale  House — of  which  distance  the 
last  ten  miles  are  through  the  forest — and  such  a 
road  as  exists  perhaps  only  in  the  States.  A 
track  is  cut  by  felling  all  the  trees  a  certain 
breadth  along  the  road  that  is  to  be.  No  levelling 
is  done,  and  onlv  insurmountable  obstacles  arc 
removed.  Hugo  boulders,  old  roots,  Ac.,  are  left 
on  the  track,  and  nothing  but  a  buckboard  could 
get  over  or  through.  For  my  part,  although  not 
a  nervous  man  at  all,  I  preferred  to  walk  the 
whole  ten  miles,  and  enjoyed  it.  Birds  were 
comparatively  rare,  but  plants  and  flowers  were 
abundant,  and,  as  many  of  them  were  new  to  me, 
I  lost  a  good  hour  cjllecting  and  admiring.  One 
in  particular  claimed  my  attention  and  admiration.' 
It  was  the  trailing  arbutus,  with  its  lovely 
foliage  and  the  most  perfect  perfume  1  ever 
smelt. 


Arrived  at  the  camp,  which  was  the  usual 
wooden  structure  with  outhouses  standing  within 
a  stone’s  throw  of  the  southern  end  of  the  lake, 
we  made  our  preparations  for  next  day  and 
surveyed  the  scene.  We  have  nothing  in  this 
.  country  to  which  I  can  liken  it,  but  a  picture  of 
Kennebago  would  serve  for  that  of  many  lakes 
in  this  most  lovely  region.  It  is  surrounded  by 
mountains  :  on  the  left.  Spotted  Mountain ;  on  the 
right.  Wild  Cat  Hill;  beyond.  East  and  West 
Kennebago  and  Snow  Mountain.  It  is  five  to  six 
miles  long  and  averages  one  mile  across.  Our 
English  lakes  have  always  more  or  loss  openings 
01'  clearings,  with  grass  fields  or  cultivated  spots 
coming  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  and  hero  or 
there  a  farm  building  from  which  the  smoke  may 
be  curling  upwards,  or  a  dog  or  a  few  cows  within 
a  field  or  two.  On  these  lakes  one  sees  nothing 
but  big  trees  covering  every  inch  of  land — 
stately,  gx-aceful,  and  impressive  by  their  evident 
ago — and  so  thick  together  and  so  dense  in  the 
undei’growth  that  it  is  often  vei'y  difficult  to 
effect  a  landing  at  all.  Even  when  that  is 
accomplished,  difficulties  commence,  for  every 
footstep  may  sink  in  beyond  the  knee.  The 
fallen  leaves,  the  moss,  the  blown  down  trees,  all 
rot  gradually  and  form  the  softest  deposit 
imaginable. 

The  ti’out  of  Kennebago  do  not  run  so  large  as 
those  of  Rangeley,  averaging  from  three-quarters 
to  a  pound  each,  but  they  are  numerous,  and  are 
wonderfully  ready  risers  to  the  fly.  Of  land¬ 
locked  salmon  I  saw  none. 

On  the  west  end,  near  the  outlet,  is  a  camp  of 
two  huts,  containing  a  bed  each  (of  which  the 
bedding  is  the  sweet  smelling  nalsam,  and  has  to 
be  cut  fresh)  furnished  with  mosquito  curtains, 
also  a  stove,  a  few  primitive  cooking  utensils, 
salt,  pejxper,  &c.,  iron  plates,  knives  and  forks. 
These  appurtenances  are  often  found  in  lake 
camps,  and  the  unwritten  law  concerning  them  is 
“  Leave  things  as  5’ou  found  them.”  We  camped 
here  once,  which  reminds  me  of  the  only  square 
meal  I  had  during  the  whole  fishing  excursion. 
At  the  Retreat  House  even  the  hardy  guides 
could  not  get  their  teeth  through  the  still  harder 
meal,  and  the  only  drinking  facilities  were  a 
bucket  full  of  water  with  a  scoojx  chained  to  the 
wall !  We  had  a  clever,  handy  guide  with  us,  and 
he  made  us  a  fish  chowder  which  was  a  dream. 
That  is  not  the  name  he  called  it  by,  but  here  is  the 
recipe  :  Take  a  certain  number  of  medium  sized 
fresh  bi-ook  trout,  slice  the  same,  likewise  four  or 
five  onioixs,  clean  and  cut  across  into  pieces  an 
inch  long,  jxeel  31b.  or  4lb.  potatoes  ;  put  all  into 
the  “kettle”  with  a  little  water,  pepper  and  salt 
to  match,  and  boil  thirty  minutes ;  serve  with 
sauce  a  la  nature  of  a  fisher’s  appetite,  and  enjoy 
ad  Hb. 

On  this  lake  I  heard  a  bird,  but  did  not  see  it, 
which  greatly  puzzled  mo.  It  could  be  heard  for 
two  or  three  miles,  and  the  sound  was  that  of  a 
large  pump  terribly  out  of  order.  My  guide  said 
it  was  the  cock  bird  which  produced  this  un¬ 
hallowed  noise,  and  he  indulged  in  it  only  when 
the  hen  was  setting,  by  sucking  up  the  water  and 

ejecting  it  very  forcibly.  K - was  not  with  mo 

then,  or  he  would  have  supplied  the  name  and  all 
particulars. 

Two  or  three  miles  down  the  Kennebago  River 
are  the  Falls,  which  should  be  seen.  I  longed 
and  itched  to  fish  this  lovely  fishy  stream,  but 
alas  !  it  was  too  ea.rly  in  the  season.  We  fished 
fly  only,  but  had  an  artificial  minnow  been 
allowed,  I  am  sure  it  would  have  told  a  good 
tale. 

One  day,  my  guide  and  I  resolved  to  push  up 
the  narrow  river,  entering  Kennebago,  due  north 
to  Little  Kennebago  Lake.  We  had  a  hard  time 
of  it,  owing  to  the  strong  stream  in  places,  and  to 
obstructions.  We  saw  dozens  of  beavers’  house.«, 
which  they  build  for  the  winter  with  an  exit 
below,  so  as  to  enter  the  water  under  the  ice. 

This  guide  passed  about  half  the  year  in  trap¬ 
ping,  and  lonw  and  varied  were  the  yarns  we  hud 
about  the  habits  and  modes  of  capture  of  many 
fur  animals.  I  noticed  this  small  river  looked 
remarkably  “  fishy”  in  many  places,  but  our  time 
was  limited,  and  wo  pushed  on.  Little  Kenne¬ 
bago  is  a  very  small  lake,  but  wild,  oh  !  so  wild. 
Secluded,  untouched,  still  as  God  made  it.  We 
found  a  small  camp  after  passing  through  the 
lake  and  entering  again  a  little  river  on  the  nortli 
side,  but  it  was  only  a  “  wigwam.”  Small  pines, 
set  in  a  circle,  their  points  coming  together  in 
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the  centre  overhead.  The  fish  here  were  smaller 
again,  but  in  greater  quantity. 

The  river  from  Kennebago  can  be  ascended  due 
north  about  twelve  miles  until  the  Seven  Ponds 
are  reached,  thence  by  a  very  short  carry,  your 
canoe  is  launched  within  a  mile  of  the  Canadian 
frontier  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Dead  River, 
which  will  carry  you  many  a  day’s  journey 
through  lovely  scenery  and  good  fishing. 

Another  fine  fishing  tour  is  up  the  Magalloway 
River,  a  branch  of  the  Androscoggin.  You  enter 
it  from  TJmbagog  Lake,  which  is  about  ten  miles 
long,  and  the  general  direction  almost  due  north. 
This  is  the  river  which  flows  through  I'arma- 
chenee  Lake,  and  eventually  lands  you  in  some 
“  ponds  ”  within  half  a  mile  of  the  south  side  of 
the  Canadian  boundary. 

The  pity  of  the  whole  thing  was  that,  being  so 
early  in  the  season,  there  was  no  fishing  in  the 
rivers,  which  are  numberless.  Picture  the  bliss 
of  starting,  say  from  Parmachenee  Lake,  and 
fishing  sixty  miles  down  to  Umbagog  Lake,  every 
inch  good  ground,  and  then  through  the  entire 
range  of  lakes  on  to  other  equally  good  rivers. 
The  short  glimpse  we  had  had  of  this  fishers’ 
paradise  only  made  us  long  for  much  more.  We 
two  wished  to  take  two  good  guides  and  camp  out 
all  summer  and  autumn,  moving  about  from  one 
lake  or  river  to  another,  imbibing  God’s  purest 
air  and  Nature’s  sweetest  teachings,  entirely 
outside  the  touch  of  civilisation.  Think  of  the 
utter  freedom  from  newspapers,  letters,  telegrams, 
the  worries  and  annoyances  of  business  or  profes¬ 
sion,  the  free,  simple,  enjoyable  life,  the  halcyon 
days  of  which  every  hour  is  a  true  delight,  and 
then  you  can  imagine  the  wrench  it  is  to  have  to 
give  the  order  to  pack  up,  and  turn  towards  home. 
One  drawback  there  is,  and  that  a  terrible  one  ! 
In  July  and  August  the  black  flies  and  mosquitos 
devour  man,  and  are  not  to  be  denied,  but 
including  them,  I  say  let  the  lover  of  Nature  and 
the  slave  of  fishing  give  a  trial,  which  he  will 
never  regret,  to  the  Rangeley  Lakes  in  Maine. 

_ V  rCTORIOLA. 

THE  DON  SALMON  FISHERIES. 


CONTEMPLATED  ACTION. 

The  writer  does  not  by  any  means  consider 
himself  qualified  for  dealing  with  the  whole  vast 
subject  of  salmon  fishery  abuses — a  subject  sadlv 
neglected,  and  which,  to  all  appearance,  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board  and  their  officials  do  not  much 
concern  themselves  with  ;  but,  from  the  fact  of  its 
“  lying  near  hame  ”  to  use  a  homely  Scotch  phrase, 
he  would  seek  to  draw  attention  to  the  case  of  the 
badly,  beggarly  used  river  Don  in  Aberdeenshire, 
whose  angling  proprietors  and  tenants  ought 
certainly  long  ago  to  have,  as  a  body,  brought,  in 
memorial  form,  under  the  notice  of  Members  of 
Parliament  and  those  government  officials  who 
were  supposed  to  inquire  into  matters  which  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board  either  fear  to,  or  will  not 
tackle,  or  have  no  capacity  for  tackling — the 
following  facts,  which  may  serve  as  a  ground¬ 
work  for  the  action  it  is  reported  is  to  be  taken 
with  a  view  to  secure  the  much  needed  and  clearly 
necessary  reforms  in  justice  to,  and  in  the  interest 
of,  those  proprietors  in  whose  waters  almost  the 
whole  of  the  rivers’  stock  of  salmon  are  bred  ; 

That  to  their  knowledge,  from  the  presence  of 
cruives  about  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
1‘iver,  and  a  series  of  dams  or  weirs  across  the 
river  above  the  cruives  extending  some  six  miles 
inland,  the  ascent  and  descent  of  salmon  from 
and  to  the  sea,  which  by  natural  instinct  are 
sought,  cannot  be  accomplished  except  during 
floods — and  in  spring  not  even  then — for  wdien 
the  river  is  at  its  ordinary  level,  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  water  is  taken  out  of  the  ordinary  channel, 
and  diverted  to  supply  the  large  manufactories, 
notably  a  couple  whose  intake  in  the  past  has 
been  so  increased  as  to  take,  and  now  does  take 
awaj’,  throughout  the  whole  year,  when  the  river 
runs  in  ordinary  volume,  practically  the  whole  of 
the  w’ater  out  of  its  natural  channel.  The  result, 
of  course,  is  that  below  their  weirs  or  dams,  the 
bed  of  the  river  is  dry  for  a  considerable  distance, 
and,  though  a  salmon  ladder  is  fixed  in  these 
dams  or  weirs,  according  to  law  there  is  no  water 
running  over  the  ladder,  and,  there  being  no  water 
in  the  river  bed,  ascending  fish  collect  in  large 
numbers  in  the  pools  below  the  weirs,  wdiere  they 
become  an  easy  prey  to  poachers,  and  where  also, 


likely  enough  from  overcrowding,  disease  is 
annually  found  to  break  out  amongst  them.  The 
same  remark  applies  as  regards  fish  which  have 
got  up  during  floods,  and  seek  to  return  to  the 
sea :  they  cannot  get  down  over  the  dykes  or  dams 
when  the  water  is  of  an  ordinary  size,  and,  being 
collected  at  the  dams,  are  equally  a  prey  to 
poachers,  and  liable  also  to,  and  do  similarly 
contract  disease. 

That  from  what  has  been  said  it  will  be  easily 
understood  that,  except  when  there  are  heavy 
waters,  it  is  entirely  impossible  for  the  salmon 
either  to  get  up  river  to  the  more  inland  waters 
to  which  both  as  clean  fish  and  as  breeders  they 
naturally  seek  to  ascend,  or  down  river  to  the 
sea,  to  which,  a.s  spent  or  spawned  fish,  their 
migratory  instinct  impels  them,  owing  to  the 
obstructions  now  existing. 

That,  as  regards  the  weirs  or  dams  especially, 
it  surely  was  never  contemplated  that  mill  owners 
could  divert  the  whole  body  of  water  from  the 
natural  river  channel  to  supply  motive  power  for 
their  works,  and  thus  render  the  salmon  ladders 
useless  for  serving  their  intended  purpose. 

That  the  dams  or  weirs  not  only  entirely  cut  off 
from  their  due,  or  indeed  practically  any,  share 
of  the  fish  those  proprietors  of  river  further 
inland,  who  are  assessed  for  the  preservation 
during  the  spawning  season  of  the  fish  in  their 
own  waters,  but  who  nevertheless  have  no  fishing 
to  repay  them  for  the  outlay,  arid  therefore  suffer 
great  pecuniary  loss — which  is  a  most  decided 
in j  ustice  to  them  ;  but  that  they  greatly  cripple 
the  river’s  productiveness,  from  the  fact  that 
none  of  the  spring  or  summer  fish,  and  not  nearly 
the  full  head  of  the  autumn  fish,  which  seek  to 
ascend  after  netting  season  terminates,  ever  reach 
the  angling  waters  above  the  obstructions,  to 
occupy  for  the  reproduction  of  their  species  the 
spawning  grounds  which  for  many  years  past 
have  never  once  been  occupied  to  a  fourth  or 
even  a  sixth  of  their  capacity. 

That  these  facts  ought  to  call  for  an  Act  being 
framed  requiring  all  mill  owners  to  take  no  more 
than  a  certain  proportion  of  the  water  of  the  river 
out  of  its  natural  channel  to  supply  their  works, 
and  thus  cause  to  be  left  such  a  volume  in  the 
regular  course  of  the  river  as  would  alwaj's  keep 
the  salmon  ladders  supplied  to  an  extent  that 
would  admit  of  the  migratory  Scdmonidtv 
regularly  ascending  or  descending  whenever 
inclined  that — and  further  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Scotland,  who  would  be  the  official  to  take  the 
matter  on  hand,  should  be  memorialised  anent 
the  urgent  necessity  that  exists  for  an  enactment 
being  passed  into  law  instituting  a  close  time  for 
trout  same  as  exists  for  salmon,  large  numbers 
of  trout  of  the  Don  and  its  feeders,  as  everywhere 
else  in  Scotland,  are  destroyed  during  the  spawning 
season  every  year,  and  as  matters  stand  this 
destruction  cannot  be  checked,  even  although  it  is 
of  fish  entirely  out  of  season,  and  on  the  eve  or 
in  the  very  act  of  reproducing  their  species. 
This  alone  proves  the  urgent,  not  to  say  common 
sense,  necessity  for  an  annual  close  time  for  trout, 
bnt  that  close  time  would  have  to  be  varied  in 
order  to  cover  the  time  of  the  trouts’  out  of 
condition’s  state  which  such  conditions  as  altitude 
and  locali’y  account  for. 


Taking  Unseasonable  Salaion  fkoa[  the  River 
Nith. — In  the  Dumfries  Sheriff  Court  last  we6k, 
before  Colonel  Shortt,  honorary  sheriff-sub- 
stitufe,  Robert  Fildes,  labourer,  and  Michael 
Trainor,  pavior,  both  residing  in  Dumfries,  were 
found  guilty  of  gaffing  a  salmon  from  the  Nith 
on  Dec.  Ih.  Fildes,  who  had  been  previously  con¬ 
victed,  was  fined  i.'.'l  17s.,  and  Trainor  ,C2  17s. 
Thomas  Anderson,  labourer,  Moffat,  was  found 
guilty  of  having  a  gaff  in  his  possession  on  the 
Annan  at  Moffat  for  the  purpose  of  taking  spawn¬ 
ing  salmon  from  the  river  Annan  opposite  the  farm 
of  Dyke.  A  fine  of  £2  173.  Od.  was  imposed. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  arrange  for  a  grand 
re-union  at  the  World’s  Fair  of  surviving 
“  ‘19-ers  ” — the  men  who  left  their  homes  in  the 
East  in  18-19  to  become  gold  hunters  in  California. 
It  is  thought  that  several  thousand  of  them  are 
still  living,  and  that  all  would  make  an  extra 
effort  to  go  to  Chicago  next  year,  were  a  re-union 
arranged  as  is  proposed.  Many  of  them  remained 
in  California,  but  the  majority  returned,  and  are 
now  scattered  throughout  the  States  east  of  the 
Mississippi. 


^coid)  iTofcs. 

By  Mac. 

Mr.  Donald  Ferguson,  Stronachlachar  Hotel, 
Loch  Katrine,  writes :  “  The  fishing  on  Loch 
Katrine  last  season  may  be  said  to  have  been 
excellent  on  the  whole,  and,  indeed,  it  might  be 
considered  to  be  about  the  best  season  experienced 
for  some  years.  Though  it  has  to  be  noted  that 
it  was  not  so  good  towards  the  end  of  the  season, 
and  it  may  also  be  remarked  that  it  now  begins 
earlier  than  formerly,  especially  for  fly.  At  my 
station  more  fishers  patronised  the  loch  than  in 
any  previous  year.  The  best  baskets  were  from 
three  to  six  dozen,  but  the  latter  number  was 
only  caught  by  one  gentleman.  What  might  be 
considered  a  fair  average  would  be  from  one  and 
a-half  to  two  dozen,  that  is  to  a  gentleman  fishing 
with  one  fly  rod.  The  average  weight  would  be 
fully  one  half  pound;  but  trout  have  been 
frequently  caught  weighing  from  one  to  four 
pounds.  Pike  netting  has  been  prosecuted  for 
several  past  seasons,  and  the  streams  closely 
watched  during  the  spawning  time,  which  must 
have  tended  in  some  measure  towards  the 
improvement  of  the  trout  fishing  on  the  lake.” 


Cor  North  Esk  correspondent  writes:  “The 
river  for  several  days  over  a  week  past  was  in 
splendid  ply  for  spawning.  The  fish,  therefore, 
were  very  busy,  and  I  noticed  that  being  heavy 
fish  most  of  them,  they  were  spawning  in  strong 
water,  well  out  from  the  bank.  Their  spawn  con¬ 
sequently  will  be  quite  safe  from  frost  at  any  rate, 
as  the  water  will  never  leave  it,  no  matter  how  low 
it  becomes.  I  could  see  a  good  many  were 
touched  with  disease,  yet  they  seemed  strong  and 
lively  in  spawning.  Of  very  bad  cases  we  are 
getting  a  good  many  dead  that  have  finished 
sjAawning,  and  the  others  that  we  are  taking  out 
are  dying  spent  fish.  The  weather  has  again 
become  bitterly  frosty,  and  put  the  spawners  all 
into  the  deep  water  once  more.  There  is  a  heavy 
stock  of  them  in  most  lengths  of  the  upper  waters, 
but  I  much  fear  they  will  yet  be  greatly  thinned 
by  the  disease.”  _ 

The  Altnacealagach  fishing  notes  for  the  past 
.season  are  :  “  Cama  Loch  yielded  4900  trout, 
l(i201b. ;  Urigill  (3639  trout,  21201b. ;  Yeyatie  2434 
trout,  8711b. ;  Boarlan]595  trout,  48()lb.;  Mheallan 
240  trout,  791b.  Streams  107  trout,  321b.  Total 
15,015  trout,  weighing  52021b.,  killed  from  May  1 0 
to  Sept.  17.  Heaviest  ferox  of  the  season  was 
killed  by  Mr.  P.  W.  Campbell,  Perth,  on  June  17, 
on  Loch  Yeyatie,  and  weighed  121b.,  and  also  a 
basket  of  eighty  trout  weighing  28lb. ;  his  total 
basket  for  the  day  being  eighty-one  fish  weighing 
401b.  Heaviest  basket  of  the  season  was  made  by 
Mr.  1’.  D.  Malloch, Perth,  being  146  trout  weighing 
461b.,  and  the  other  fisher,  Dr.  Donaldson,  in  the 
same  boat,  having  secured  a  basket  of  sixty-one 
trout  weighing  271b.  The  best  individual  basket 
for  the  month  of  July  was  taken  by  Mr.  .J.  Hills 
on  Cama,  sixty-seven  trout,  21  lib.  The  best  for 
August  by  two  rods  from  same  boat  (Messrs. 
Ensor)  on  Urigill,  ninety-five  trout,  weighing  2611). 
The  best  basket  in  September  was  taken  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Quarton  on  Loch  Urigill  ninety-one 
trout,  weighing  301b. ;  this  basket  was  taken  on 
Sept.  17.  They  also  took  the  best  average  basket 
of  Loch  Boarlan  for  the  season  ;  on  Sept.  14  they 
had  a  basket  of  fifty-six  trout  weighing  22-1-lb. 
These  facts  should  show  that  fishing  can  be  had 
here  all  the  year  over.  The  average  weight  of 
trout  was  much  better  this  j'ear.  Last  year 
the  number  of  trout  Ui,.57ri,  weighing  4526flb ; 
this  j’ear  the  number  of  trout  15,015,  weighing 
520211). 


A  GENTLEMAN  Writes  me:  “I  have  had  much 
amusement  over  your  Helmsdale’s  man’s  natural 
history  notes  on  the  salmon.  Whoever  he  is  1 
know  not,  but  I  can  see  that  he  has  yet  a  good 
deal  to  learn  about  salmon  matters.  “Theii' 
with  regal’d  to  Mr.  Harper,  I  should  like  to- 
know  if  ever  he  saw  a  male  salmon  digging  the 
spawn  bed  F  If  he  has,  then  he  has  seen  more 
than  most  people.  I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  a 
very  general  opinion  that  the  male  fish  digs,  but 
I  never  yet  in  my  own  long  experience  have 
seen  one  at  the  operation.  If  Mr.  Harper  had. 
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as  I  have,  day  after  day  for  many  years,  watched 
from  a  tree  right  above  them  the  fish  spawning, 
he  would  probably  have  another  version  of  the 
matter  to  give.  Always  when  I  have  been 
watching,  it  was  the  female  that  digged  and 
covered  the  spawn.  After  shedding  his  milt 
alongside  the  female  on  the  redd,  the  male  fish 
shies  off  and  leaves  his  partner  to  do  the  covering 
and  digging  operations,  which  she  performs  with 
her  tail,  or  perhaps  tail  and  hinder  part  of 
body.”  _ 

About  this  season  there  is  always  a  great  mania 
for  renting,  and  inquiries  innumerable  are  made 
anent  spring  salmon  angling  in  Scotland.  This 
year  is  no  exception  to  the  rule;  indeed,  the 
plethora  of  demands  and  inquiries  seems  to  be 
greater  than  usual,  if  not  actually  greater  than 
over  before.  Strange  that  such  hosts  of  keen 
and  experienced  anglers  should  every  year  be  so 
late  in  moving  for  what  they  want,  and  what  they 
feel  so  disappointed  and  annoyed  about  if  they  do 
not  get.  Over  and  over  again  I  have  enjoined 
t he  absolute  necessity  of  early  application.  Good 
fi.shings  do  not  stick  in  the  market  nowadays, 
hence  it  is  that  this  year,  as  of  late  years,  the 
applicants  for  fishings  that  have  hung  on  till  now 
before  moving  are  almost  all  finding  themselves 
out  in  the  cold.  There  is  scarcely  a  single  good 
spring  salmon  fishery  now  to  let  for  the  coming 
season  ;  many  months  ago  they  nearly  all — and 
certainly  all  the  very  best  of  them — were  snappit 
up.  Those  who  are  keenest  for  them  know  the 
channels,  lie  constantly  in  wait  alertly  watchful, 
and,  w'hen  they  get  the  inkling,  they  rush  in  and 
secure  them  with  all  the  velocity  of  beggars  on 
horseback. 


JoHNXiE  SrxHERi.AX'i),  the  celebrated  ghillie at 
Durness,  writes  me  :  “  I  was  down  last  Saturday 
opening  up  the  channel  to  connect  the  burn  above 
with  Loch  Cro.'spuil,  which  contains  our  famous 
sporting  white  trout — in  appearance  like  sea  trout, 
but  not  sea  trout  as  I  think.  The  clearance  which 
T  have  made  will  let  the  trout  far  more  easily 
forward  to  spawn  :  the  time  when  they  begin  to 
go  up  is  usually  about  the  end  of  the  first  week  in 
January.  The  policeman  and  ourselves  are  to 
watch  tbe  burn  day  and  night  as  long  as  the  trout 
are  in  it  tokeep  awaypoachers,whoused  regularly 
to  lift  lots  of  them  off  it,  many  as  heavy  as  Jib., 
41b.,  and  filb.  AVe  mean  to  let  anglers,  not 
poachers,  have  the  big  trout  in  future.  Some 
years  we  have  found  very  few  big  trout  in  the 
loch  in  summer,  owing  to  the  poachers  having 
done  for  them  during  the  spawning  time.  Now 
we  are  to  protect  the  trout,  and,  if  watching  and 
strength  will  keep  off  the  poachers,  they  will  be 
kept  off,  let  me  assure  you.”  Capital,  Johnnie  ! 
That’s  just  what’s  wanted.  I  have  written  you 
to  deal  with  the  “  boys  ”  in  the  interests  of 
anglers  who  visit  you  in  summer,  and  if  you 
catch  any  of  them  poaching  to  give  them  a  good 
hindering!  _ 

Scotch  “far  north”  rivers,  including  Thurso, 
Naver  and  Borgie,  open  on  the  11th,  that 
is,  AVednesday  next.  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  open  on 
the  1.5th,  but  likely  that  day,  even  suppose  con¬ 
ditions  be  all  right,  will  not  be  made  the  opening 
by  many,  as  it  happens  to  be  Sunday.  Mr. 
Harper  writes  with  regard  to  the  “far  north” 
rivers:  “The  prospects  for  the  opening  day  on 
rivers  north  of  the  Ness  which  open  in  January, 
are  not  all  right  owing  to  the  protracted  hard  and 
frosty  weather.  Being  small  themselves,  besides 
now  being  at  lowest  water  level,  and  completely 
covered  and  blocked  with  ice  and  snowplush,  these 
first  to  open  rivers  in  Scotland  cannot  be  ascended 
by  the  fish  till  there  is  an  effectual  break  up. 
This  may  come  soon,  nr  it  may  not ;  but  we  can¬ 
not  have  many  fish  up  yet.  Few  ran  before  last 
spate,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  with  it  numbers 
sufficient  to  afford  good  sport  went  up.  Hence, 
even  with  the  rivers  open,  there  cannot  be  a  great 
lead  forward  on  11th.”  For  the  Tay  and  Loch 
Tay  opening  there  seem  to  be  much  brighter 
|)rospects. 
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A  CASE  OF  THAMES  TROUT. 


By  Bon-le-N.\wor. 


Ai.Tiiour.li  it  has  been  my  lot  to  hear  and  read 
a  goed  deal  about  Thames  trout  and  trouters,  it 
was  not  until  quite  recently  that  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  as  grand  a  case  of  these 
noble  fish  as  I  shall  probaOly  ever  look  upon  again ; 
and  when  I  consider  the  conditions  under  which 
they  were  hooked,  played,  and  landed,  and  more 
especially  the  means  employed  for  their  capture, 

I  can  only  come  to  the  conclusion  that  what  is  so 
often  termed  luck  had  nothing  to  do  with  success, 
at  any  rate  in  this  particular  instance,  but  very 
careful  study  of  the  habits  of  trout,  their  manner 
of  feeding,  state  of  water,  and  the  different  sorts 
of  tackle  required  for  the  different  weirs,  com¬ 
bined  with  skill  of  a  very  high  order,  were  the 
causes  of  a  success  so  remarkable  ;  and,  as  usual, 
when  one  hears  anything  phenomenal  being  per¬ 
formed  in  this  particular  line,  it  is  generally 
accomplished  by  tackle  specially  constructed,  and 
not  that  usually  sold  for  the  purpose ;  in  short, 
to  use  the  tackle  often  seen  exposed  for  sale  would 
be  so  much  waste  of  time.  I  may  as  well  men¬ 
tion,  in  passing,  it  would  be  little  good  to  use  the 
same  tackle  at  all  weirs  as  one  can  employ,  say,  at 
Shepperton.  Thus,  calling  upon  Mr.  Charles  11. 
AA'^heeley,  at  AA^eybridge,  the  other  evening,  a 
prolonged  and  friendly  chat  upon  angling  in 
general,  and  Thames  trouting  in  particular, 
brought  out  the  following  facts,  which  1  hope  will 
prove  interesting  to  your  numerous  readers. 

Fr.SII  TAKEN  IN  1892. 

The  first  trout  in  the  large  case  of  four,  and  to 
which  I  more  particularly  refer,  was  taken  at 
Shepperton  AVeir  on  April  21,  weight,  ifib. ;  a 
small-headed,  beautifully-marked  fish.  This  fine 
specimen  fought  most  pluckily,  and  was  brought 
no  fewer  than  four  times  within  reach  of  the 
landing-net,  but,  being  a  very  powerful  fish,  and 
the  landing-place  exceedingly  slipperyq  it  rushed 
off  again  and  again,  and  it  was  no  easy  matter  to 
land  him.  No.  2  was  taken  in  Sunbury  AVeir  in 
the  month  of  ]May,  weight,  fiUb. ;  a  remarkably 
short,  thick  fish,  but,  to  my  thinking,  a  very 
handsome  specimen,  for  I  hate  scraggy  things. 
AVater  was  high,  weather  rough,  with  the  wind 
blowing  half  a  gale  from  the  .S.AV.,  with  heavy 
showers  of  rain.  IMr.  AVheeley  ran  this  fish  about 

II  a.m. :  he  scored  the  bait  all  to  pieces,  was 
hard  pricked,  but,  on  trying  him  again  about 
4  p.m.,  ho  instantly  took  the  bait  and  made  for 
the  deeps.  Luckily,  as  it  turned  out,  Mr.  AVheeley 
had  unlocked  both  gates,  and,  after  a  good  fight, 
killed  the  fish  and  brought  him  up  the  back¬ 
water,  Mrs.  AA'heeley  netting  him  at  the  first 
attempt.  Drew,  the  river  keeper,  said  he  never 
saw  a  better  fed  fish.  No.  J  was  taken  at  Shep¬ 
perton  AVeir,  a  very  pretty  little  fish,  Aveighing 
Ulb.  Shortly  afterwards,  on  Thursday  evening, 
.Tune  9,  he  took  another  splendid  six  pounder  in 
the  tumbling  bay  at  Sliepperton.  This  gentle¬ 
man  dashed  at  the  bait  three  times,  and  at 
the  third  attempt,  strange  to  say,  he  hooked 
himself  by  a  pectoral  fin,  and  those  anglers 
who  know  what  a  trout  can  do  under  such 
circumstances,  can  imagine  the  struggle  that 
ensued ;  but,  after  much  care  and  ])atience, 
he  was  eventually  landed,  again  by  Mrs.  AVheeley. 
On  the  Saturday  following  he  took  still  another 
trout  in  the  same  place,  which  is  set  up  in  a 
separate  case,  and  weighed  4.flb.  Boulter,  of 
AA^'eybridge,  kindly  landed  the  fish,  although  he 
was  engaged  at  the  time  with  two  customers  in 
the  AVeir,  shifting  his  punt  immediately  the  fish 
was  hooked. 

It  was  on  Aug.  18  the  last  trout  of  the  present 
season,  a  7j--pounder,  was  hooked  while  Mr. 
AVheeley  was  barbel  fishing  during  a  heavy 
thunderstorm.  He  had  been  up  to  Halliday's 
Hole  trying  a  baited  swim,  but  the  weather  was 
so  bad  that  he  returned  lo  the  boathouse  for 
shelter.  (An  the  storm  abating,  he  pushed  the 
punt  high  and  dry  on  the  shallows,  where  the 
AVey  joins  the  Thames ;  baited  the  eddy  with 
lobs  and  clay  balls,  and  the  instant  he  threw  in 
the  worm  was  taken  almost  before  it  had  time  to 
reach  the  bottom,  and,  when  he  struck,  in  his 
first  mad  rush  the  fish  sprang  clean  out.  Seeing 
what  he  had  got  hold  of,  Mr.  AA^heeley  waded 
doAvn  to  the  edge  of  the  deep  hole,  Avhero  the  fish 
remained  sulking.  A  lady  and  gentleman  were 


being  ferried  to  one  of  Harris’s  boathouses  ;  he 
asked  for  assistance,  and  stepped  into  their  punt, 
giving  instructions  to  go  down  stream.  By 
degrees  he  worked  the  fish  out  of  his  own  water, 
although  at  one  time  he  thought  he  should  lose 
him,  as  the  trout  tried  to  get  under  the  punt ; 
this,  however,  was  prevented  by  a  judicious  splash. 
AA’hilst  ho  was  playing  him  the  rain  came  down 
in  torrents,  and  he  could  only  see  where  the  fish 
was  by  the  frequent  flashes  of  lightening,  for,  by 
the  time  he  w'as  landed,  it  was  nearly  dark. 
This  W’as  the  only  trout  he  ever  took  Avhilst 
harbel  fishing. 

Casualties. — Besides  these  he  ran  a  good  fish  at 
Chertsey,  but  he  did  not  hook  himself  properly’. 
He  Avas  smashed  up  by  another  at  Shepperton 
tumbling  bay  round  a  large  stone,  and  he  had  a 
bait  bitten  clean  in  half  by  a  third. 

On  June  1,  1889,  he  took  a  trout  with  a  bleak 
at  Sunbury  AA’’eir,  weighing  4.jlb.,  Avhen  the  rivei’ 
was  in  high  flood,  and  the  Avater  almost  chocolate 
colour. 

In  June,  1890,  he  took  a  7.* lb.  trouc  at  Sunbury 
AVeir,  but  it  is  a  much  older  fish  and  not  in  such 
fine  condition  as  most  of  the  others.  This  fish 
Avas  taken  in  the  shallow  where  the  large  bush 
now  grows ;  bait,  a  small  dace.  He  Avas  fishing 
with  a  friend  at  the  time,  and  on  calling  to  him, 
the  AA’eir  platform  Avas  soon  full  of  people,  it 
being  Saturday.  As  usual,  he  received  plenty  of 
advice,  and  was  very  much  hampered  ;  at  last  one 
of  Stroud’s  men  jumped  into  a  boat  with  a  smart 
boy  and  rowed  up  into  the  AVeir.  AVhen  the  fish  was 
quite  exhausted,  Mr.  AA'^heeley  floated  him  care¬ 
fully  down,  and  he  Avent  into  the  net  beautifully’. 
There  are  nine  fish  in  all,  and  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Radnor-street,  has  set  them  up  in  his  usual  neat 
and  artistic  manner.  Mr.  AA’heeley  has  been  a 
fisherman  ever  since  he  was  a  child.  It  is  always 
a  great  pleasure  to  meet  such  men  and  exchange 
ideas,  for  he  is  an  erjually  good  bottom  angler, 
and  has  laid  heavy  toll  both  on  roach  and  bream, 
more  especially  in  the  AVey  and  Thames.  In  con¬ 
clusion,  the  trout  caught  in  the  thunderstorm 
when  barbel  fishing,  the  one  captured  in  the 
highly-discoloured  water,  and  trout  No.  2  only 
proves  that  neither  the  baits  nor  the  elements 
have  little  influence  on  these  fish  when  they  really 
mean  feeding,  and  may  sometimes  be  caught  under 
conditions  that,  to  many  anglers,  would  seem 
simply  absurd. 


ANGLING  IN  TORBAY. 


Bv  Teaipo. 


Anglers  who  appreciate  beautiful  scenery, 
combined  with  a  rather  warm  climate,  should  pay’ 
a  visit  to  Torquay,  which  has  justly  been  termed 
“  the  queen  of  AVestof  England  watering  places.” 
In  the  autumn  months  nearly  all  kinds  of  fish  are 
to  be  caught  in  the  bay.  Dabs,  pollack,  mackerel, 
mullet,  smelt,  and  conger  are  plentiful,  Avhilst 
whiting  pout  may  be  had  at  nearly  every  cast  of 
the  line.  Fishing  from  the  pier-head  with  a  rod 
and  line  it  is  possible  to  get  seven  or  eight  dozen 
fish  per  day.  This,  however,  is  considered  a  good 
day’s  sport,  the  average  “catch”  being  about 
four  dozen.  Successful  sea  fishing  principally 
depends  upon  the  state  of  the  weather,  and 
Torbay  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  If  a  strong 
easterly  wind  is  blowing,  and  the  sea  is  rough,  the 
prospects  of  the  angler  are  poor  indeed  ;  but  Avith 
a  smooth  sea  and  the  Avind  from  the  south  oi’ 
south-west  there  is  every  chance  of  getting  a  good 
basket  of  fish.  The  pier  is  close  to  the  town,  and 
a  charge  of  one  penny’  a  day  is  made.  The 
angler  should  choose  the  inner  or  harbour  side  of 
the  pier  to  fish,  as  it  is  more  sheltered.  The  rod 
should  be  rather  stiff',  and  the  line  of  oil-plaited 
silk  of  fair  stoutness,  with  a  gut  bottom,  and  two 
or  three  hooks.  At  the  end  of  the  gut  a  2t'Z. 
lead  (barrel  shape)  should  be  used,  and  the  best 
possible  bait  is  the  sand-worm,  which  can  be 
easily  procured  when  the  tide  is  Ioav.  If  the 
angler  has  not  time  to  dig  for  his  worms  he  cati 
obtain  any  quantity  of  mussels,  w’hich  is  the  next 
best  bait,  from  the  boatmen  on  the  quay.  Jlussel-i 
should  be  put  on  the  hook  whole  ;  the  angler  will 
not  then  be  troubled  with  the  smaller  fish.  The 
best  time  to  commence  operations  is  when  the 
tide  is  just  on  the  ebb  or  flow,  the  latter  for  pre¬ 
ference.  'J’he  line  should  not  be  cast  from  the 
rod,  but  allow’ed  to  hang  perpendicularly,  the  lead 
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weight  being  lifted  just  off  the  bottom.  If  three 
hooks  are  used  they  should  be  placed  a  foot 
apart,  the  last  one  being  fastened  close  to  the 
le-ad,  so  that  the  bait  rests  upon  the  ground. 
With  the  finger  of  the  left  hand  on  the  line  near 
the  winch,  the  slightest  touch  can  be  felt,  and 
the  strike  must  be  made  immediately.  This 
mode  of  angling  is  very  successful,  though  the 
local  people  seldom  practise  it.  Visitors,  how¬ 
ever,  may  be  seen  daily  on  the  pier  “  trying  their 
luck,”  and  the  person  with  a  rod  always  seems 
the  envy  of  those  using  hand-lines.  To  catch 
pollack  from  the  pier  the  lead  weight  must  be 
dispensed  with,  and  a  fairly  large  float  used,  the 
bait  being  about  midway  from  the  bottom. 

Pollack  can  also  be  caught  from  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  rocks.  If  the  angler  walks  over  Beacon  Hill 
to'  Daddy  Hole  Plain,  he  will  be  surrounded  by 
magnificent  scenery.  In  the  front  lies  the  bay, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  which  can  be  seen  a  long 
stretch  of  sand  with  the  growing  town  of  Paignton 
in  the  backgroTind.  Further  out,  towards  the 
English  Channel,  lies  Brisham,  a  fishing  village 
of  well  known  repute.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the 
day  the  trawlers  with  their  large  brown  sails 
present  a  pretty  spectacle  as  they  come  sailing 
into  the  bay  after  a  day’s  work.  Daddy  Hole 
Plain  is  hmidreds  of  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  and  if  the  angler  descends  by  any  of  the 
zig-zag  paths  which  here  abound,  he  will  find 
clusters  of  rocks  from  which  he  can  fish.  At 
high  tide  the  sea  often  washes  over  the  outer 
ridge,  so  every  care  must  be  taken,  or  the  unwary 
one  may  be  cut  off  from  the  shore  by  the  sea 
coming  in  behind.  Having  reached  the  outer 
ridge  in  safety  and  found  a  safe  footing,  opera¬ 
tions  may  be  commenced  by  spinning  with  the 
artificial  sand-eel.  Pollack  are  shy  fish,  and  a  gut 
length  of  thirty  inches  must  be  used  to  attach  the 
worm  to  the  line.  A  swivel  is  already  fixed  to  the 
bait,  blit  another  should  be  used  to  join  the  gut 
to  the  line,  as  this  allows  the  worm  to  spin  easily  ; 
and  the  cast  should  be  made  as  far  out  to  sea  as 
possible.  The  choice  of  the  artificial  sand-eel  is 
important,  preference  being  given  (o  those  which 
appear  made  of  new  india-rubber.  They  are 
rather  red,  and  when  in  the  water  look  fresh  and 
bright,  which  cannot  be  said  of  the  dull,  sandy 
colour  or  white.  For  fishing  from  the  shore,  the 
smaller  (4d.)  size  is  He  best,  as  the  larger  (fid 
are  a  trifle  tco  big.  The  fish  often  gets  the  tail 
end  of  the  worm  into  its  mouth,  and  the  hook 
being  in  the  centre  of  the  worm,  the  fi.sh  is  conse¬ 
quently  missed.  If  care  be  taken  to  follow  these 
details,  some  fine  fish  of  four  or  five  pounds  may 
be  had,  but  the  average  weight  is  about  lib.  As 
a  safeguard  against  accidents,  some  spare  baits 
must  be  carried,  as  numberless  rocks  lie  under 
the  water,  and  while  the  bait  should  Ije  allowed 
to  sink  a  good  way,  care  must  be  taken  not  to  let 
it  go  too  far,  or  the  line  will  be  “  hung  up.”  A 
long-handled  gaff  or  landing  net  will  also  prove 
useful.  Pollack  fight  well,  but  die  rather  tame,  and 
if  the  line  is  loosened  at  all,  the  fish  may  be  washed 
off  the  hook  by  the  action  of  the  waves.  Having 
satisfied  himself  with  his  sport,  the  angler  may 
retrace  his  steps  to  Daddy  Hole  Plain,  and,  passing 
towards  the  “New  Cur,,”  a  newly  made  road,  a 
glorious  panorama  will  meet  his  eye.  Below  is 
the  pebbly  beach  of  Meadfoot,  and  a  short  way 
out  to  sea  is  tbe  Shag  Rock  and  the  Thatcher. 
On  the  left  lies  the  lovely  Valley  of  Ilsham, 
studded  with  farms  and  homesteads,  the  hedges 
decked  with  wild  flowers.  Immediately  below  the 
New  Cut  are  beautiful,  garden-like  plantations, 
with  tiny  nooks  formed  by  Nature,  and  sheltered 
by  dense  foliage.  Rustic  seats  have  been  placed 
here  and  there,  where  one  can  sit  and  watch  the 
leviathans  of  the  ocean  as  they  pass  up  and  down 
the  Channel.  The  whole  scene,  and  the  mild  air, 
give  a  sense  of  rest  and  repose  which  the  liondon 
angler  would  forever  remember,  and  it  will  there¬ 
fore  be  as  well  that  we  should  leave  our  piscatorial 
friend  in  so  sweet  a  spot. 

Boats  are  obtainable  in  the  harbour,  and  the 
charge  is  Is.  the  first  hour  and  fid.  an  hour  after¬ 
wards,  bait  and  use  of  tackle  included.  Of  course 
the  tackle  is  not  of  the  finest  kind,  and  consists 
either  of  trolling  or  ground  lines.  If  it  be 
decided  to  try  for  dabs  and  whiting  pout  the  boat 
should  be  rowed  in  tbe  direction  of  Berry  Head, 
and  the  anchor  cast  when  Hesketh  Crescent,  a 
semicircle  of  white  dwelling-houses,  overlooking 
the  bay  from  above  Headfoot,  is  in  sight.  Here 
1  he  handlines  should  be  run  out.  ■  A  person  can 


fish  with  a  line  each  side  of  the  boat,  and  after  the 
lead  touches  the  bottom  the  line  should  be  tied 
with  a  slip  knot  to  the  rowlocks  to  prevent  too 
much  going  overboard.  This  vnll  also  enable  the 
angler  to  be  free  to  manipulate  either  line  without 
entangling  the  other,  and  to  prepare  his  bait,  if 
he  has  not  already  done  so,  on  the  way  out.  As 
the  tide  ebbs  or  flows  the  slip  knot  must  be  altered 
occasionally,  so  that  the  weight  always  rests  on 
the  bottom,  with  the  line  nearly  taut.  If  the  fish 
are  well  on  the  feed  the  angler  will  be  kept  busy 
drawing  up  one  line  after  the  other,  rebaiting,- and 
casting  overboard.  If  no  fish  are  caught  in  half 
hoirr  a  move  should  be  made  further  out  to 


sea,  for  there  are  many  under-currents  here  which 
the  fish  get  into  in  search  of  food.  Two  boats 
have  often  been  within  twenty  or  thirty  yards  of 
each  other,  the  men  in  one  hauling  up  fish  after 
fish,  while  the  men  in  the  other  have  been  unable 
to  get  even  so  much  as  a  nibble.  The  boats  for 
bire  are  not  the  heavy  ones,  like  those  used  at 
Brighton,  and  on  other  parts  of  the  coast,  but  are 
a  trifle  beavier  than  river  boats.  They  travel  well, 
and  with  tw’O  fairly  strong  persons  rowing  the 
filing  ground  can  soon  be  reached.  Of  course,  if 
a  boatman  accompanies  the  anglers  the  expense 
is  more  (2s.  fid.  per  hour),  but  this  is  not  at  all 
necessary. 

If  pollack  are  to  be  brought  to  the  angler’s  creel, 
the  boat  must  be  taken  out  to  the  Shag  Rock, 
which  takes  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  to 
reach.  The  local  fishermen  are  alwmys  amused 
at  the  idea  of  trolling  with  a  rod  and  line,  but 
this  method  is  far  superior  from  a  sporting  point 
of  view  than  merely  hauling  in  your  fi.sh  hand 
over  hand.  One  person  must  row  the  boat  slowly 
while  two  can  fish,  each  trolling  from  either  side 
of  the  boat.  After  the  pier-head  has  been 
rounded,  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  near  the 
shore,  as  the  larger  fish  lie  close  to  the  edge  of 
the  rocks.  The  angler  may  fix  his  rod  at  once 
and  commence  trolling  with  the  sand-eel.  This 
is  one  of  the  simplest  modes  of  fishing,  and  gives 
the  angler  no  trouble  whatever.  Only  by  coming 
in  contact  with  a  rock  under  the  water,  or  by  the 
breaking  away  of  a  large  fish  can  the  bait  be  lost, 
and  for  this  reason  half  a  dozen  baits  should  be 
taken.  The  chances  of  catching  many  fish  on  the 
way  to  tbe  Shag  are  not  very  great,  but  as  those 
that  are  caught  are  generally  large,  and  as  it 
makes  the  journey  easy  for  the  oarsman,  very 
little  is  lost  by  this  procedure.  The  Shag 
Rock  is  situated  off  Daddy  Hole  Plain,  and 
rises  about  60ft.  out  of  the  sea.  It  can  be 
approached  quite  close,  except  on  the  off  or 
Channel  side.  Here  some  smaller  rocks  lie  (close  to 
the  Shag),  one  of  them  bearing  a  resemblance  to 
the  head  of  a  cat.  If  the  sea  is  rough  it  is  ad¬ 
visable  not  to  approach  too  close,  or  a  wave 
might  carry  the  boat  upon  the  smaller  rocks.  As 
the  waves  rise  and  recede  they  make  a  loud  noise 
and  seem  to  suck  the  boat,  as  it  were,  closer  to 
the  rock  itself.  The  sensation  is  novel,  but  those 
w'ho  are  used  to  it  venture  quite  close  without 
any  danger,  .as  with  one  stroke  of  the  oar  the  boat 
can  be  pulled  away.  On  an  antumn  afternoon  it 
is  no  unusual  tiling  to  see  a  dozen  boats  being 
rowed  round  and  round  tbe  rock,  with  perhaps 
two  lines  out  at  a  time.  Should  the  tide  be 
low  at  the  time  of  operations,  it  will  bo  found 
beneficial  to  row  out  to  the  Thatcher,  a  rock 
more  than  a  hundred  times  the  size  of  the 
Shag.  It  will  take  half-an-hour  to  row  from 
one  rock  to  the  other,  and  the  Thatcher  must 
be  kept  at  a  respectful  distance,  as  under¬ 
lying  rocks  are  innumerable.  They  are 
with  tough  w’eeds,  and  if  once  the 
caught  in  them,  it  means  “good-bye” 
gut,  and  perhaps  a  deal  of  line.  There 
ever,  no  danger  to 
and  a  landing  can  in  ^  ^ 

with  case.  Fishing  from  the  rock,  some  good 
bass  have  been  taken,  but  they  are  not  so  plenti¬ 
ful  as  the  jiollack. 

In  the  mackerel  season  a  very  jolly  day  may 
be  spent,  by  accompanying  one  of  the  “  old  salts  ” 
on  his  fishing  expedition.  A  start  is  made  from 
the  old  pier  about  two  or  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning  according  as  tbe  tide  sei'ves,  and  whilst 
sailing  towards  Berry  Head,  a  fire  is  lit  in  the 
“  cudclie”  and  the  “  bobbing  poles”  are  run  out 
on  each  side  of  the  boat  from  which  the  lim  s  arc 
suspended.  The  weights  used  are  about  fllb , 
and  a  gut  length  about  a  yard  long  fini.shes  off 
the  line — not  forgetting  the  hook.  A  slice  oil 


the  tail  of  a  mackerel  is  used  as  bait,  the  shiny 
little  piece  being  the  most  successful  and  attract- 
tive  thing  that  can  be  used.  One  “  slip  ”  lasts 
a  long  time,  it  only  being  necessary  to  rebait 
when  the  one  in  use  becomes  dull  or  torn. 
The  sea  gulls  direct  the  fishermen  where  the 
fish  are,  and  once  the  boat  is  in  a  shoal,  they  are 
caught  Avith  great  rapidity.  The  “  old  salt  ”  will, 
for  a  trifle,  allow  the  visitors  to  “  do  all  the 
work,”  and  work  it  is  too,  pulling  up  a  heavy' 
weight  time  after  time,  with  a  mackerel  attached. 
To  the  angler,  however,  it  is  a  pleasant  sight 
to  see  the  shiny  fish  “beating  a  kettledrum” 
upon  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  Four  hundred 
fish  is  a  fair  morning's  catch,  so  at  ten  or  eleven 
o’clock  a  turn  is  made  for  home. 

If  the  wind  has  dropped,  and  the  boat  comes 
slowly  in,  the  enthusiast  can  have  a  good  time 
with  the  “  stragglers,”  by  trolling  with  a  rod  and 
using  fine  tackle  and  a  light  lead.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  a  catch  of  four  hundred  fish  is  a 
good  morning’s  work  for  a  large  fisherman’s  boat, 
bat  a  small  sailing  boat  can  get  fifty  or  sixty  fish 
when  they  are  in  the  bay.  They  can  also  be 
caught  by  trolling  from  a  rowing  boat,  but  not 
in  great  quantities,  two  or  three  dozen  fish  being 
the  average.  Mackerel  are  bold,  dashing  fish,  and 
give  splendid  sport  on  the  end  of  a  rod.  They 
swim  very  fast,  and  fight  to  the  bitter  end.  After 
a  morning’s  work  on  board  the  heavy  boats  one 
can  heartily  enjoy  a  sail  home,  for  the  scene  pre¬ 
sented  before  him  is  one  of  superb  loveliness. 
The  town  of  Torquay  lies  in  a  valley  between 
two  hills,  which  are  dotted  with  pretty  villas  and 
terraces  of  white  houses.  Each  villa  stands  in  its 
own  ground,  half  hidden  by  shrubbery,  and  in 
the  gardens  and  on  the  slopes  flowers  bloom 
nearly  all  the  year  round.  The  rocks  towering 
above  Torbay  Road  are  covered  with  foliage,  and 
here  and  there  a  rustic  bridge  has  been  placed  to 
lend  enchantment  to  the  scene.  Torre  Abbey  and 
Corbyn's  Head  lie  a  little  further  along  the  road, 
and  the  red  cliffs,  with  their  cavernous  fissures, 
tend  to  complete  a  picture  of  perfect  beauty. 


covered 
hook  is 
to  bait, 
is,  how- 
the  occupants  of  the  boat, 
many  places  be  effected 
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LOBSTERS  SUCCESS- 
TRANSPORTED  ALIVE 
ZEALAND. 


AV.  H. 

steam- 


To  the  Editor  of  the  St.  Jj,m?s's  Gazette. 

Sir,— On  Sept.  3, 18!)2,  my  friend  Mr. 

Purvis,  chief  engineer  of  the  White  Star 
ship  Ionic,  took  twelve  lobs' ers  from^  Plymouth, 
and  on  arriving  at  Wellington,  New  Zealand,  on 
the  18th  of  October  following  he  had  nine  of 
them  alive — namely,  four  males  and  five  females. 
Although  not  the  first  attempt  to  transport 
lobsters  alive  such  an  immense  distance  and 
across  the  Equator  (for  he  himself  has  made  the 
attempt  previously),  this  is  the  first  successful 
attempt,  and  it  is  difficult  to  over-estimate  it.s 
importance.  What  is  possible  with  lobsters  may 
bo  possible  with  crabs,  crayfish,  and  other 
valuable  crustaceans.  Mr.  Purvis’s  success 
proves  triumphantly  that  the  great  Ipbster- 
ground  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland  is  open 
to  our  market ;  for  I  have  it  from  IMr.  Purvis 
himself,  who  has  for  many  years  _  taken  the 
o^reatest  practical  interest  in  acclimatisation 
experiments,  that  “  no  ice  or  cooling  of  any  kind 
was  used  throughout  the  voyage,”  and  that  the 
lobsters  fed  heartily  all  the  time. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that,_  in  acknowledgment  of 
his  services,  klr.  Purvis  has  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  Acclimatisation  Societies  of 
Otago  and  Wellington,  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  Purvis  has  several  times  brought  me 
splendid  specimens  of  New  Zealand  trout  of  from 
81b.  to  121b.,  frozen.  They  are  certainly  superior 

in  flavour  to  their  English  ancestors  sent  out  in 

the  egg  just  thirty  years  ago  by  Mr.  James  A. 
Youh  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  aud  the  late 
Air.  Frank  Buckland. 

These  colonial  trout  are  such  handsome  thick 
fellows,  and  grow  to  such  a  size — 201b.,  and  even 
301b.  in  some  instances — that  it  might  be  worth 
while  to  import  some  of  their  eggs  to  cross  witli 
our  fish. — I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Marstox,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette. 

St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  EX’ , 
Jan.  3. 
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ilofes  antr  (J^ttertes 


^YE  are  glad  to  see,  from  an  article  we  pub¬ 
lish  this  week,  that  there  is  some  chance  of  the 
long-standing  question  of  the  Don  salmon 
fisheries  being  taken  up  at  last. 


A  Correspondent  last  week  said  that,  according 
to  a  member  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board,  “  the 
salmon  stand  on  their  heads,  with  their  tails  out 
of  the  water,  during  a  thunderstorm.”  To  this 
extraordinary  statement  we  put  a  footnote  to  this 
effect :  “  Surely  if  this  was  said  it  was  in  joke. — 
Fd.”  Another  correspondent  sends  these  lines  : 
No  “joke.”  When  thunder  rends  the  air, 

The  “  winged  tribe  ”  do  disappear. 

The  “  saumon”  knows  what  he’s  about, 

.4)1(1  digs  for  ii'orms  with  hungry  snout; 

Then,  should  the  water  shallow  he. 

His  quivering  tail  of  course  you  see. — Q.E.D. 


An  Americ.4N  National  Salmon  Paiik.-^Mt.  A. 
Nelson  Cheney,  angling  editor  of  Shooting  and 
Fishing,  Jio&ton,  U.S.A.,  writes  to  us  as  follows  : 
“  You  will  recall  Livingston  Stone’s  paper  read 
before  the  American  Fisheries  Society  this  year 
(I  think  you  printed  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette), 
advocating  the  setting  aside  of  an  island  in 
Alaska  for  a  salmon-breeding  park.  The  island 
he  selected  was  Afognak,  which  he  describes  in 
his  paper  to-day  (Dec.  24,  1892).  President 
Harrison  has  issued  a  proclamation  reserving  the 
island  for  the  purpose  of  fish-culture  on  the  lines 
suggested  by  Stone.” 


POACHING  ON  THE  TWEED. 

Mr.  John  Meldrlm  Dryens,  Congregational 
Manse,  Innerleithen,  writes : 

The  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
publish  in  your  issue  of  the  31st  ult.  was  the 
utterance  of  a  minister  anxious  to  condemn  any 
course  of  conduct  which  demoralises.  People  at 
a  distance  have  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  poaching 
on  the  Tw'eed.  In  this  and  the  neighbouring 
village,  a  very  large  number  of  persons  are 
publicly  known  to  poach.  In  November,  one 
gang  of  poachers  were  sending  to  Galashields, 
Leeds,  and  other  places,  something  like  twenty- 
two  salmon  a  night — an  average  of  nearly  121b. 
a  salmon  !  Men  walk  through  the  streets  just 
now  in  broad  daylight  with  a  salmon  in  each  hand. 

Last  February  it  was  the  commonest  sight  to 
see  dozens  of  fishers  fishing  with  a  leaded  hook. 
They  hooked  the  salmon,  run  it  to  the  bank,  and, 
if  foul  or  diseased,  many  just  cut  a  square  bit 
with  the  hook  out  of  the  salmon,  and  then  threw 
it  back  !  Sportsmanship  is  limited  to  a  few. 

It  is  needless,  however,  to  remind  you  that 
there  is  something  to  say  for  the  fishers.  I  am 
one  of  them.  The  Tweed  Act,  being  a  private 
Bill,  cannot  be  amended,  and  so  redress  of  griev¬ 
ances  is  impossible,  which  has  much  to  do  with 
the  hatred  of  fishers  for  those  laws.  Bad  laws 
make  bad  citizens. 

If  two  bailiffs  care  to  say  you  were  fishing 
illegally  they  can  summon  you,  and  you  have  to 
prove  you.  are  innocent.  This  is  a  glaring  in¬ 
justice.  There  are  several  bond  fide  cases  of 
bonest  fishers  being  convicted  because  they  could 
not  prove  they  only  fished  fair  fiy.  The  bailiff’s 
word  was  accepted  before  theirs.  Unless  honest 
fishers  fish  in  twos  or  threes  they  are  at  the 
mercy  of  the  first  bailiff. 

Then  if  the  convicted  one  pays  the  fine,  the 
money  goes  to  the  Tweed  Commissioners.  If  the 
prisoner  goes  to  jail,  the  county  has  to  pay  for 
his  keep  for  the  month  or  six  weeks.  There  is 
something  wrong  here.  The  bailiffs,  undoubtedly, 
are  not  wise.  They  have  tremendous  powers,  and 
they  use  them  too  severely.  If  a  known  poacher 
is  seen  at  the  water-side  they  can — and  do — sum¬ 
mon  him.  Ilis  known  bad  character  gets  him 
convicted. 

Then  they  multiply  convictions.  Not  only  is  a 
man,  if  found  with  a  salmon,  convicted  of  poach- 
ing  the  salmon,  but  he  is  convicted  again  for  using 
the  illegal  instruments  for  catching  the  salmon. 
So  that  it  is  £2  fine  and  £T  14s.  expense  in  the 
two  cases — a  total  of  £7  8s.  This  is  carrying  the 
law  beyond  the  point  of  justice. 

^  It  will  be  a  God-send  for  all  concerned  if  the 
Government  will  pass,  as  they  half  promise,  a 
Salmon  Act  for  Scotland.  It  might  be  the  dawn 
of  a  better  day. 


ANNUAL  SERMON  FOR  1892. 


“  For  men  may  come  and  men  may  go, 

But  I  go  on  for  ever.” 

The  great  singer  is  gone.  He  who  sang  of  the 
“  Brook  ”  so  that  we  can  fancy  that  we  hear  its 
“  chatter  over  stony  ways,”  its  “  babble  on  the 
pebbles,”  as  we  sit  by  our  fire  in  the  bitter  winter 
weather,  has  crossed  the  great  river  of  death. 
His  voice,  which  ought  to  be  dear  to  every  angler, 
is  hushed.  But  the  “Brook”  still  “steals  by 
lawns  and  grassy  plots,”  still  flows  to  “  join  the 
brimming  river.  ” 

You  and  I,  dear  brother  anglers,  for  whom 
“  the  sun,  or  the  light,  or  the  moon,  or  the  stars 
be  not  darkened,”  are  looking  forward  to  the 
coming  time  when  we  shall  seek  the  “  Brook,” 
hoping  to  take 

“  Here  and  there  a  lusty  trout. 

And  here  and  there  a  grayling.” 

But  may  I  suggest  that  the  “  Brook  ”  was 
guilty  of  a  poetical  licence  when  it  said  “  I  go  on 
for  ever.”  All  things  have  their  end  in  this 
world.  The  “  Brook  ”  may  go  on  for  millions  of 
years,  but  it  must  die.  And  he  who  sang  of  it, 
and  you  and  I  who  fish  in  it,  will  be  no  nearer  to 
our  end  than  we  are  now,  when  every  brook  that 
we  have  ever  seen  shall  have  been  for  ages  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

So  let  us  be  good  anglers.  Never  kill  under¬ 
sized  or  unseasonable  fish.  Never  use  minnows 
or  worms  when  we  have  leave  only  for  the  fly. 
Never  transgress  rules  if  we  belong  to  an  angling 
club,  or  if  we  have  leave  from  generous  owners 
of  water.  Never  bring  the  “craft”  into  con¬ 
tempt  !  I  have  known  good  fishing  closed  to  the 
public  because  some  having  transgressed  rules. 

Tight  lines  to  you  all  who  fish  in  the  winter, 
and  good  sport  when  the  lusty  trout  shall  rise  in 
the  spring.  Do  not  kill  him  before  he  is  in  good 
condition.  Or  should  there  be  a  special  limbo  for 
unsportmanlike  anglers  hereafter,  you  may  find 
yourself  in  a  bad  place. 

My  wife  tells  me  that  nothing  would  bribe 
Charon  to  allow  such  an  angler  to  fish  as  he 
crossed  the  Styx.  C.  Hevit,  Hon.  Chap.,  F.  O. 


THE  BIG  CONWAY  SALMON. 


The  great  event  along  the  Conway  during  1892 
was  the  capture  of  a  4.Mb.  salmon.  It  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Bertie  Blackwall,  son  of  Mr.  John  Black- 
wall.  The  latter  gentleman  has  gained  the  well 
merited  reputation  as  being  one  of  the  keenest 
and  most  accomplished  salmon  anglers  in  North 
Wales.  He  has  topped  the  score  for  many 
successive  seasons,  and  for  more  years  than 
one  can  quite  recollect,  he  has  held  the  proud 
position  of  being  “  King  of  the  Conway.”  Beyond 
this,  Mr.  John  Blackwall  has  rendered  valuable 
assistance  to  the  salmon  fishing  cause,  and  has 
for  a  long  period  worked  energetically  for  the 
general  interests  of  the  fisheries  of  the  district. 
I  have  been  favoured  with  some  particulars  of, 
and  some  verses  on  the  capture  of  this  4.51^ 
salmon,  which  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 
Mr.  Bertie  Blackwall  was  fishing  on  Nov.  7, 
with  a  medium-sized  fly.  Silver  and  Blue,  and  a 
long  cast  of  single  gut.  The  fish  was  taken  in 
the  Wall  Pool,  close  to  the  road,  and  as  the  day 
happened  to  be  that  of  Trefrew  Fair,  there  wei’e 
a  lot  of  people  about,  and  a  “full  gallery”  wit¬ 
nessed  the  capture  of  this  monster  “  after  a  tre¬ 
mendous  fight”  lasting  something  over  two  hours. 
Mr.  Bertie  Blackwall  was  greatly  bothered  by  the 
shouts  of  the  people  who  were  congregated  on 
the  banks.  They  liberally  supplied  liim  with  all 
sorts  of  nonsensical  advice,  what  to  do  and  what 
not  to  do;  but  I  understand  he  never  lost  liis 
head  (although  very  nearly  done  up  at  the 
finish)  and  played  his  fish  all  through  in  admir¬ 
able  manner.  I  am  told  that  Iffr.  Brandreth,  who 
happened  to  be  present,  gaffed  the  fish  very  well 
indeed.  The  fish  was  a  red  male,  and  had 
evidently  been  in  the  river  for  a  long  time.  In 
length  it  measured  fiOin.,  and  in  girth  27in. 
The  following  lines  describe,  1  thiuk,  very 


graphically  the  capture  of  this  large  Conway 
fish.  Although  the  author  writes  under  a  nom 
de  plume  his  name  will  be  readily  guessed. 

Henry  Feennell. 

THE  BIG  CONWAY  SALMON. 

Come  fill  up  the  bowl,  and  pass  round  the  glasses. 

Drink  Bertie’s  health  !  my  brave  boys,  and  fair  lassies — 
For  King  of  the  Conway,  he’s  undoubtedly  crowned. 
With  his  grand  “  Record  Fish  ”  of  full  forty-five  pound. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  in  the  beautiful  TT'nff 
Of  Conway’s  fair  streams,  the  fairest  of  all. 

The  great  fight  was  fought — This  young  fisherman  bold 
Eclipsed  all  the  deeds  of  the  heroes  of  old. 

The  water  was  right — there  was  a  good  chance 
See  1  the  line  is  sent  out  as  straight  as  a  lance. 

Then  a  boil  like  a  whale’s  as  he  comes  at  the  lly  — 

By  Jove  I  he  is  in  him — they  all  of  them  cry — 

But  Bertie’s  all  there,  he  is  perfectly  cool. 

As  the  fish  rushes  madly  away  xip  the  pool. 

He  gives  one  furious  leap,  as  he  feels  the  sharp  steel, 
Was  there  ever  such  music  P— Hark  !  Hark  !  to  his  reel. 

For  fully  two  hours  the  fierce  struggle  went  on. 

Till  the  boy  was  quite  faint,  his  strength  nearly  gone. 
But  cheered  by  the  crowd,  a  gallery  quite. 

He  determined  to  die,  or  win  the  big  fight. 

But  Ah  I  the  great  strain  was  beginning  to  tell, 

And  the  old  rod  bent  double,  was  working  him  well, 

'The  tackle  was  grand,  it  was  not  the  lad’s, 

The  rod,  line,  and  reel,  were’all  of  them  dad's. 

The  fly  was  by  Bogan,  of  famed  Bally  Shannon, 

The  best  man  who  ever  dressed  hook  for  a  salmon  ; 

All  his  flies  are  superb,  but  I  assure  you  ’tis  true. 

There  is  nothing  on  Conway  like  his  “  Silver  and  Blue.” 

So  with  one  more  last  run,  one  last  desperate  plunge. 
The  fish  found  it  quite  time  to  throw  up  the  sponge. 

And  friend  Brandreth,  in  the  water  right  up  to  his 
waist. 

At  the  very  first  chance  “  nately  gaffed  the  big  baste.” 

Then  the  shouts,  and  the  cheers,  and  the  rush  on  the 
brink. 

Nearly  finished  poor  Bertie,  who  wanted  a  drink. 

While  they  woke  up  the  echoes  in  old  Gwydyr  Wood, 

As  their  lusty  Wo-whoops  !  rang  out  o’er  the  flood. 

But,  my  Muse,  mourn  a  moment,  grieve  a  little  with  me, 
I  was  away  at  a  meeting,  so  thus  you  will  see 
I  lost  the  fish,  and  the  fight,  as  well  as  the  fun. 

And  my  records  of  glory  were  paled  by  my  son. 

It  is  always  the  same,  and  perhaps  well  for  us  all. 

The  young  go  to  the  front,  the  old  to  the  wall ; 

Don’t  mind  it- -but  cheer  them  along  the  rough  way, 
Remember  !  “  Old  Sportsmen  ”  we're  all  had  our  day. 

So  ended  the  fight,  the  monster  was  dead. 

He  was  not  a  bright  fish,  but  decidedly  red — 

He’s  gone  to  be  stuffed,  so  all  I  can  say. 

Is,  come  over  and  see  him  at  no  distant  day. 

Fill  high  the  bowl !  and  I’ll  give  you  a  toast : 

Here’s  good  luck  to  us  all — 'To  the  sport  we  love  most. 
May  we  all  fish  again,  and  may  each  of  us  see 
A  still  mightier  fish  in  Eighteen  Ninety  Three. 

My  story’s  been  told,  my  last  say  has  been  said. 

The  whiskey  is  finished,  so  I’m  off  to  beJ 

With  one  hurrah  !  for  the  rod,  for  the  salmon  a  cheer, 

A  Merry  Christmas  to  all  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Murdtj. 


An  Am.xteur  Sea  Fisher’s  Club. — A  series  of 
articles  on  “  Pleasure  Clubs,”  is  appearing  in 
Pleasures,  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  lias  revived  the 
subject  of  a  sea-fishing  club.  His  contention  is 
that  there  is  need  for  such  an  organisation  of 
amateur  sea  fishermen  as  will  ensure  them  obtain¬ 
ing  proper  accommodation  and  efficient  services 
at  certain  popular  resorts,  and  indicates  how 
much  could,  in  his  estimation,  he  accomplished 
for  the  guinea  a  year  subscription  of  a  hundred 
members. 

The  most  approved  methods  of  artificial  ice 
making  and  cold  storage  will  he  exhibited  at  the 
World’s  Pair.  These  processes  will  be  shown  in 
a  very  fine  building,  130ft.  by  25.i>ft.,  and  five 
storeys  high,  with  observatories  at  the  corners, 
and  a  lofty  tower  at  the  centre.  About  eighty 
tons  of  ice  will  be  manufactured  daily',  three 
methods  being  employed,  namely,  the  plate 
system,  from  filtered  water  ;  the  can  system,  from 
condensed  steam  filtered  and  purified ;  and  the 
can  sys’em  from  de-a?rated  water.  Three  different 
processes  of  cooling  rooms  will  also  be  shown. 

The  section  from  one  of  the  hig  California  red¬ 
wood  trees,  which  the  government  wull  exhibit  in 
its  building  at  the  World’s  Fair,  has  arrived  at 
the  Fair  grounds.  Eleven  freight  cars  were  re¬ 
quired  to  convey  it  across  the  continent.  It 
measures  30ft.  long  by  23ft.  in  diameter.  The 
section  is  hollowed  out,  and  when  placed  on  end, 
divided  into  two  stories  and  lighted,  as  it  will  he, 
it  will  form  a  rustic  house  large  enough  for  a 
family  to  live  in. 
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At  a  special  meeting:  of  the  committee  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  held  at 
the  society’s  offices,  12,  Regent- street,  Pall  Mall, 
on  Wednesday  last,  with  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P., 
m  the  chair,  the  following  suggestions  w'ere 
unanimously  passed  :  (6)  The  abolition  of  live 

and  dead  gorge  fishing.  (9)  A  limited  number  of 
privileged  licensed  fishermen  to  use  the  bait  net, 
or  the  eniployment  of  more  Conservancy  river 
keepers  for  fishing  only.  (10)  To  add  “night  or 
day  ^  in  the  use  of  fixed  hook  or  night  lines. 
(14)  lo  add  “  Nothing  in  these  bye-laws  shall 
give  any  increased  power  or  authority  to  riparian 
owners  or  claimants  beyond  their  present  power, 
and  the  size  and  kind  of  nets  to  be  used  shall  not 
be  different  or  of  greater  mesh  than  those  now  in 
/'on  m  permit  the  gaff  in  landing  pike. 

P24)  To  make  it  aiii/  part  of  the  River  Thames, 
and  to  take  out  “  as  lies  above  the  City  Stone  at 
Starnes.”  (27)  Jack  to  be  made  22in.,  and  add 
gudgeon  4in.  (ti)  Take  cut  chub  and  add  gud¬ 
geon.  (35)  River  Thames,  take  out  “through  or” 
which  occurs  in  line  8. 


THE  l^ROPOSED  NEW  THAMES 
BYE-LAWS. 


[MPORTANT  MEETING  AT  READING  TO 
PROTEST. 

On  Monday  evening  a  well-attended  meeting 
of  the  committee  of  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters, 
the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Reading,  on  the  subject 
of  the  suggested  new  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws, 
which  are  creating  much  well-grounded  opposi¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  all  who  have  at  heart  the 
welfare  of  the  important  fisheries  of  the  Thames. 
Mr.  Alfred  Hurley,  V.P.,  was  voted  to  the  chair. 

The  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Fred.  Brown,  having 
explained  the  special  business  for  which  the 
meeting  was  called,  and  read  correspondence 
from  the  secretary  to  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (hon.  sec.  of  Henley  Thames 
Fisheries  Preservation  Association,  which  is 
affiliated  to  the  Reading  Association),  Mr.  Arthur 
C.  Butler,  V.P.,  proposed,  in  a  brief  explanatory 
speech,  the  following  resolution  : 

“That  the  Committee  of  the  Reading  and 
District  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Associa¬ 
tion,  specially  convened  this  2nd  day  of  January, 
1893,  to  consider  the  draft  of  the  proposed  new 
Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws  issued  by  the  Hon.  the 
Board  of  Thames  Conservancy,  under  date 
December  19th,  1892,  desire  to  enter  their  most 
emphatic  protest  against  the  same  becoming  law 
in  their  present  form,  on  the  following  grounds, 
among  others,  viz. : 

“1.  That  the  substitution  of  Clause  32  in 
the  proposed  Bye-laws  for  Clause  14  in  the 
Bye-laws  of  1883  would  be  fatal  to  the  fisheries 
of  the  Thames — which  have  been  preserved  and 
protected  by  voluntary  effort  at  great  expen¬ 
diture  of  trouble  and  money — by  allowing  any 
person  setting  up  a  claim  to  riparian  rights, 
or  the  alleged  agent  to  any  such  person,  to 
net  the  river  without  check,  and  with  hoop 
and  drag  nets  of  a  mesh  reduced  (without 
any  assigned  reason)  from  2in.  to  Hin.  from 
mesh  to  mesh  when  wet.  These  facilities  would 
undoubtedly  be  taken  advantage  of  by  un¬ 
scrupulous  persons  ;  and  accordingly  this  Com¬ 
mittee  considers  the  proposal  to  abolish  the 
netting  licence  and  to  decrease  the  mesh  of 
licensed  nets,  not  only  merely  uncalled  for,  but 
monstrous. 

“  2.  That  the  proposed  bye-law  (No.  15)  ignores 
the  vitally  important  suggestion  of  this  and  the 
other  Dpper  Thames  Preservation  Associations 
assembled  in  conference  at  Reading,  on  Feb.  22, 
1892  (hereinafter  called  the  Conference)  to  so 
alter  bye-laws  5  and  12  of  the  bye-laws  of  1883 
as  to  prohibit  the  netting  of  flooded  meadows, 
ditches,  drc. 

“3.  That  the  proposed  bye-laws  allow  the 
laying  of  night  lines  by  private  owners  during 
the  fence  months,  which  will  lead  to  the  killing 
of  nnseasonable  fish. 

“  4.  That  the  strong  representations  of  the 


Conference  are  ignored  (a)  as  to  the  prohibition 
of  live  and  dead  gorge-fishing,  so  ruinous  to  the 
pike  fishery  ;  (b)  as  to  the  regulation  of  the  speed 
at  which  steamboats  shall  be  navigated  during 
the  spawning  season ;  (c)  as  to  prohibiting  the 
disgraceful  practice  of  worm-fishing  for  trout 
during  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish,  which 
leads  to  many  other  abuses  of  the  law,  most 
difficult  to  detect;  (d)  the  omission  from  the 
definition  of  the  legal  cast-net  in  the  bye-laws  of 
1883  of  the  words  ‘the  sack  or  purse  thereof  not 
being  more  than  6  inches  in  depth  when  extended 
to  the  utmost’  (section  6,  sub-section  12.  bye¬ 
laws  1883),  the  importance  of  which  can  only  be 
appreciated  by  those  who  have  a  practical  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  river;  and  (e)  that  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  said  Conference  as  to  the  sizes  of  fish 
and  alterations  of  fence  months  have  been  totally 
Ignored,  wdth  the  trifling  exception  of  an  increase 
of  3  inches  in  the  length  of  barbel. 

“  So  strongly  do  this  Committee  realise  the 
evils  which  will  be  occasioned  to  the  fishing 
should  these  proposed  bye-laws  (and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  those  to  which  exception  is  taken  in 
paragraphs  1  and  2  of  this  resolution)  pass  into 
law,  that  they  firmly  believe  their  so  passing 
would  mean  nothing  less  than  the  ruin  of  the 
River  Thames  as  an  angling  resort,  and  would 
lead  to  the  abandonment  of  the  operations  of  the 
voluntary  Associations  which  have  done  such 
good  work  in  preserving  and  increasing  the  stock 
of  Thames  fish,  thereby  providing  wholesome  and 
innocent  recreation  for  all. 

“They  accordingly  now  determine,  under  the 
strongest  sense  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation, 
and  of  the  importance  of  protecting  the  public 
interest,  that  unless  the  Hon.  Board  of  Thames 
Conservancy  meet  this  their  final  expression  of 
opinion,  they  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
memorialise,  and  if  necessary  to  be  heard  before. 
Her  Majesty’s  Most  Hon.  Privy  Conncil  in  most 
strenuous  opposition  to  the  approval  of  the  said 
proposed  bye-laws. 

“  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded 
to  the  Hon.  the  Board  of  Thames  Conservancy, 
with  a  copy  of  the  Conference  resolutions  of 
February  22nd,  1892,  and  with  an  urgent  request 
for  an  immediate  reply ;  and  that  upon  receipt 
of  such  reply  the  hon.  sec.  do  at  once  convene  a 
further  meeting  of  this  committee.” 


*  The  numbers  refer  to  the  sections  of  the  proposed 
hye-laws  so  numbered. 


Ari’ENDIX. 

Suggestions  for  Ne^t?  Bye-laws,  approved  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Upper  Thames  Angling  and  Fishery 
Preservation  Societies,  at  Reading,  Peh.  22,  1892.  ‘ 
“  Bye-law  5. — To  define  River  Thames,  wherever 
Thames  water  flows,  and  all  creeks  and  back¬ 
waters  and  waters  other  than  tributary  streams, 
frequented  by  Thames  fish. 

“  Bye-law  0,  Sect.  11. — To  omit  the  word 
‘  small,’  and  insert  after  ‘  landing-net  ’  the  wmrds 
‘of  one-inch  mesh  from  knot  to  knot,  or  four 
inches  all  round.’  . 

“  Sect.  12. — A  strong  recommendation  to  the 
conservators  to  license  only  a  very  limited 
number  of  fishermen  to  use  cast-nets,  and  only  to 
license  bond  fide  fishermen,  approved  by  the 
officers  of  the  local  angling  association,  where  one 
may  exist,  and  that  where  any  fisherman  be  twice 
convicted  of  an  offence  under  the  bye-laws  he  be 
liable  to  forfeit  his  licence. 

“  Bye-law  7. — To  omit  the  words  ‘  having  been 
taken  ’  in  second  line,  and  after  the  words  ‘  dimen¬ 
sions  following  ’  to  add  the  words  ‘  and  any  person 
found  in  possession  of  such  undersized  fish  on  or 
near  the  River  Thames  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  under  these  bye-laws,  unless  he  can  prove 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  justices  before  whom  he 
is  charged  that  such  fish  was  not  taken  out  of  the 
River  Thames.’ 

'•  To  alter  the  minimum  lengths  of  fish  as 
follows :  Pike,  22in. ;  barbel,  18in. ;  trout  un¬ 
changed  (but  some  of  those  at  the  meeting  wished 
power  to  be  given  to  retain  fish  over  21b.,  though 
under  IGiu.) ;  grayling,  12in. ;  carp,  12in. ;  tench, 
12in.  Omit  gudgeon  from  the  bye-law,  the  rule 
being  invariably  ignored. 

“  Bye-law  8. — Fence  months  for  pike  and  perch 
to  be  from  Feb.  15  to  July  15. 

“  Fence  months  for  all  other  coarse  fish  to  be 
from  April  1  to  July  1. 

“Bye-law  10. — Trailing  and  gorge  bait  (live  or 
dead)  fishing  to  be  absolutely  prohibited,  as  being 
most  harmful  to  the  pike  fisheries. 

“Bye-law  10,  Sect.  A.~Omit  words  ‘at  the 


time  of^  such  possession,’  and  add  at  the  end  of 
clause,  or  on  any  flooded  meadow,  or  in  any  creek 
or^backwater  communicating  with  the  said  river.’ 

Bye-law  10,  Sect.  B. — Omit  words  ‘  from  any 
boat,  or  vessel,  or  punt,’  and  for  the  words 
Richmond  Bridge  ’  substitute  ‘  City  Stone, 
Staines. 

4--U  Sect.  F. — Throw  onus  of  proof 

that  fish  were  not  taken  out  of  the  Thames  on 
person  charged,  as  in  suggestion  to  Bye-law  7. 

ye- law  10,  Sect.  G. — Add,  ‘and  no  steam 
launch  or  other  vessel  shall  be  navigated  at  such 
a  speed  between  Feb.  1  and  .1  uly  1  as  to  injure  the 
spawn  or  brood  of  fish.’ 

Bye-law  12.-— Alter  to  read  thus  :  ‘  No  person 
shall  put  down  in  the  River  Thames,  or  in  or  at 
the  mouth  of  any  creek,  ditch,  or  backwater,  or 
on  any  flooded  land,  or  at  the  mouth  of  any  river 
commupicating  with  the  river  Thames,  or  at  any 
mill,  &c.  •' 

“Bye-law  14.— Abolish  night  lines  in  private 
fasheries,  or,  failing  their  abolition,  enact  that  no 
night  line  be  laid  baited  with  worms,  but  only 
with  portions  of  dead  fish,  night  lines  baited  with 
worms  doing  most  serious  injury  to  the  trout  and 
other  fisheries. 

“To  prohibit  worm  fishing  for  trout  during  the 
close  season  for  coarse  fish. 

impose  a  rod-tax  of  23.  6d.  annually  on 
all  ihames  anglers,  a  fair  proportion  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  being  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  Thames 
1  isheries  Preservation  Societies.” 

The  foregoing  resolution  was  seconded  by  IMr. 
J.  Sims,  and  carried  by  the  unanimous  resolution 
ot  the  meeting. 

Oo  the  proposition  of  the  chairman,  seconded 
by  Mr.  J.  Lindars,  the  hon.  secretary  was 
instructed  to  send  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolu¬ 
tion  to  each  of  the  other  up-river  preservation 
associations,  to  the  two  affiliated  associations  of 
London  angling  clubs,  and  to  the  other  bodies 
interested. 

The  Propo.sed  Ruin  of  tub  Tuaiies  Fisheries. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Sir,— As  chairman  of  the  special  meeting  of  the 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association,  held 
on  Monday,  I  desire  most  strongly  to  emphasise 
the  resolutions  thereat  unanimously  carried. 
Unless  the  Thames  Conservators  consent  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  honest  anglers  on  these  vital  points 
the  Thames  fisheries  will  be  ruined. 

If  an  appeal  should  unfortunately  be  necessarj/ 
from  the  Thames  Conservators  to  the  Privy 
Council,  I  (and  Mr.  Frederick  Brown,  hon.  sec. 
of  the  Reading  and  District  Angling  Association), 
will  gladly  receive  subscriptions  towards  the 
necessary  cost.— ii'ours  faithfully, 

Reading,  Jan.  2, 1893.  A.  Hurley. 


FISHING  ON  THE  EXETER  CANAL. 


By  Jes.se. 


Five  a  m.  on  a  raw,  wild  July  morning.  Looking 
out  of  my  bedroom  window  I  see  that  it  has  rained 
heavily  during  the  night.  The  path  is  all  in 
puddles,  the  strawberry  beds  and  raspberry  canes 
are  drenched  with  water,  and  the  trees  are  bend- 
ing  under  the  chill  wind  and  dropping  showers 
continually. 

“  I  hardly  expect  Arthur  will  turn  up,”  1 
mutter  to  myself. 

At  this  monient  a  tapping  at  the  door  was 
heard,  and  a  voice  said,  “  Are  you  going  fishing 
to-day,  sir,  and  do  you  want  tea  ?  It  is  going  to 
be  a  wild  day.” 

“  Oh,  yes,”  1  replied  to  my  landlady,  “bring  up 
tea ;  if  Mr.  Arthur  comes  we  must  be  off  by  a 
quarter  to  six.” 

I  had  no  sooner  got  on  my  shooting  boots  than 
Arthur  arrived,  and  we  both  sat  down  to  a  good 
meal. 

Nothing  is  more  vexing  than  having  to  put  ofl’ 
an  excursion.  In  the  present  case  we  had  everj'- 
thing  prepared  for  a  day’s  fishing  on  the  Exeter 
Canal,  and  were  determined  we  would  have  it,  let 
the  weather  be  what  it  liked. 

e  had  five  miles  of  rough  walking  to  do  to 
catch  the  early  train  (7.15  a.m.)  up  from  Exmouth, 
so,  having  a  good  deal  to  carry,  we  got  away  as 
soon  as  possible.  What  a  lot  of  things  one  needs 
lor  a  day’s  bottom  fishing,  and  not  one  single 
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thing  which  jou  can  do  without !  We  took  four 
rods,  a  fishing  basket  containing  tackle,  worm 
bag,  box  of  gentles  and  landing-net  (the  handle 
being  carried  separate),  and  a  good-sized  game 
bag  containing  creature  comforts,  w’hich  we 
appeared  likely  to  be  in  need  of  on  a  day  like  this. 
Kfluipped  with  all  these,  on  a  fair  division  of 
labour  principle,  we  set  out,  accompanied  by  my 
little  spaniel  Nell,  who  is  a  good  little  dog,  and 
accustomed  to  the  ways  of  fishing.  When  a  mile 
from  home  the  rain  came  down  in  sheet/,  and  the 
black  appearance  of  the  sky  showed  no  signs  of 
it.s  giving  over  in  a  hurry. 

T  had  on  a  good  “Buckland”  waterproof,  which 
kept  the  upper  part  of  me  dry,  but  my  knicker- 
hocker  stockings  and  boots  soon  got  wet  about 
the  ankles.  Arthur,  who  had  no  better  protection 
than  a  covert  coat  caught  it  severely. 

No  one  seemed  to  be  up  at  Exmouth  when  w’e 
walked  in  at  7  a.m.  I  wanted  some  tobacco,  and 
Arthur  tried  hard  to  “  dig  out  ”  (to  use  his  own 
expression)  a  tobacconist ;  but,  after  ringing  the 
hell,  and  hammering  the  front  door  of  the  shop 
for  aliout  five  minutes,  without  producing  any 
apjiarent  effect  on  the  inmates,  we  were  fain  to 
wend  our  way  to  the  station. 

AVe  took  tickets  to  Topsham,  which  we  reached 
at  7.30.  Here  I  expected  to  find  a  can  of  live 
minnows,  which  I  had  ordered  from  Exeter  the 
day  before,  but  no,  the}’  had  not  come.  This  ivas 
annoying  after  all  the  trouble  we  had  been  at  to 
get  here.  However,  I  at  once  wired  to  Exeter, 
“  Send  minnows  next  train  sharp,”  and  there  w’as 
nothing  for  it  but  to  wait  till  next  train,  which 
was  due  at  8.4.A. 

The  bait  came  by  it  all  right,  with  a  letter  from 
the  tackle  maker,  saying  that  he  had  not  sent 
them  by  the  early  train  because  he  thought  we 
should  not  come  out  in  such  awful  weather. 

We  trudged  through  the  streets  of  Topsham, 
where  I  got  my  tobacco,  cros.sed  the  ferry,  then 
passed  over  the  bridge  of  the  canal,  and  walked 
along  the  towing  path  towards  the  entrance  of 
the  canal,  which  is  at  a  place  called  Turf.  It 
was  still  raining,  and  blowing  hard  and  cold  from 
the  east;  about  as  bad  a  morning  for  fishing  as 
we  could  have  chosen. 

A  mile  of  tvalking  brought  us  to  the  basin  at 
Turf,  and  here  we  began  to  fish.  AV’e  commenced 
by  “roving,”  with  the  live  minnow  for  perch. 
'I’he  depth  of  the  water  was  about  fifteen  feet,  and 
we  fished  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  bottom. 
At  first  the  fish  came  freely’,  and  from  9.30  to 
10.30,  we  had  fair  sport,  taking  ten  perch,  of 
weights  ranging  from  3oz.  to  8oz.  each. 

Then  the  fish  knocked  off  altogether.  We  tried 
bread  paste  in  hopes  of  carp  and  roach,  but  only 
took  two  of  the  latter — small  fish  of  4oz.  each, 
and  brandling  and  gentles  proved  equally  unavail- 
ing. 

At  1.30  our  take  amounted  to  fourteen  perch 
and  two  roach,  and  then  wc  w'ent  into  the  Turf 
Hotel,  which  is  close  to  the  basin  where  we  had 
been  fishing,  for  refreshment.  This  place  is 
celebrated  tor  its  whitebait,  and  is  very  largely 
jiati’onised  by  pleasure  seekers  on  this  account.  It 
was  the  height  of  the  whitebait  season  when  wo 
visited  it  on  the  occasion  in  question,  and  a  regular 
“  square  meal  ”  we  made.  It  is  a  very  comfortable 
little  place,  lawn  tennis  court  in  front,  and  a  lot 
of  swings  and  rustic  seats,  dear  to  the  hearts  of 
holiday  makers,  about  the  grounds.  A  great 
place  on  Bank  Holiday — needless  to  say  the 
day  to  come  fishing.  Here  ’Any  and  ’Arriet, 
having  exchanged  hats,  disport  themselves  on  the 
swings,  while  comical  “  Cholly  ”  sings  the  latest 
music-hall  song,  accompanied  by  the  tuneful 
concertina  or  merry’  banjo,  and  is  quite  satisfied 
that  he  docs  it  rather  better  than  the  great 
original  singer  who  renders  it  on  the  London 
stage. 

'I'he  landlord,  Captain  I’carce,  knows  a  great 
deal  about  fishing,  and  has  tickets  for  the  use  of 
visitors  to  the  hotel.  Ho  told  us  some  most 
interesting  facts  connected  with  his  twelve  years’ 
experience  of  the  canal. 

Twelve  years  ago  it  abounded  with  jack,  and 
takes  of  four  or  five  fish  a  day  were  common. 
Xoic,  it  appears,  there  are  no  jack,  or  very  few, 
though  what  has  caused  their  disappearance  is 
not  known.  The  fishing  about  Turf  is  undeniably 
very  good.  Perch  weighing  between  11b.  and  ‘2Ib. 
are  common,  and  occasionally  a  three-pounder  is 
taken. 

Last  summer  a  carp  weighing  IHb.  t^bs  taken 


just  opposite  the  hotel,  but  the  inost  extraordinary 
capture  was  that  of  a  clean-run  salmon  weighing 
l’21b.  The  way  it  occurred  was  this  :  The  Slayor 
and  some  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Exeter 
pay  an  annual  visit  to  Turf,  and  on  such  occasions 
the  seine  net  is  shot  in  the  canal.  The  perch, 
roach,  carp,  &c,,  are  returned  to  the  watei-,  but 
the  eels  are  kept  to  make  a  sumptuous  dish  for 
the  company.  On  one  cccasion — I  think  I  under¬ 
stood  it  to  have  been  last  year,  but  it  may  have 
been  farther  back — it  was  found,  on  hauling  in 
the  seine,  that  a  fine  121b.  salmon  and  a  81b.  trout 
were  caught.  The  salmon  must  have  come  up 
out  of  the  Exe,  and  got  into  the  canal  when  the 
lock  gates  at  the  entrance  were  opened. 

But  the  amusing  part  of  the  incident  is,  tliat 
the  Topsham  fishermen,  having  heard  of  it,  were 
with  difficulty  restrained  from  prosecuting  the 
Mayor  and  his  followers  for  netting  a  salmon 
without  a  licence  I 

A  most  deadly  bait  for  perch  is  live,  or  even 
dead,  whitebait.  AVhen  they  are  at  all  inclined 
to  feed  they  will  go  for  this  ravenously,  and  the 
largest  fish  are  taken  with  it.  The  worst  of  it  is 
that  the  bait  lives  but  a  very  short  time  in  the 
canal  water,  so  that,  for  the  purposes  of  live 
baiting,  a  tolerably  large  supply  of  these  dainty 
little  fish  is  wanted. 

In  the  season,  a  couple  of  dozen  or  so  of  bait 
can  be  bought  for  very  little  from  the  fishermen, 
and  the  best  w’ay  to  keep  them  is  in  a  bucketful 
of  tidal  water. 

Still,  a  medium-sized  silvery  minnow  takes  a 
lot  of  beating,  and  with  a  good  supply  of  these, 
one  need  not  envy  the  possessor  of  white-bait. 
After  dinner  w’e  again  started  fishing,  this  time 
with  the  white-bait  as  a  lure,  but  the  fish  w’ere 
not  on  the  feed,  and  we  only  got  six  more  perch 
(none  over  6oz.)  and  an  eel  which  took  a  brand¬ 
ling,  which  we  had  hoped  might  attract  a  carp. 
AVe  gave  the  eel  to  an  aged  rustic  who  w'as 
watching  us,  and  who  seemed  to  appreciate  it 
hugely’.  In  the  excess  of  his  gratitude  he  reeled 
off  a  long  rigmarole  about  a  particularly  “  vine 
yull”  (fine  eel)  which .  some  friend  of  his  had 
once  caught  in  the  canal,  and  which,  from  his 
description  w’ould  appear  to  have  been  about  the 
size  of  an  ordinary  conger. 

Talking  about  large  eels,  a  friend  of  mine  who 
constantly  fishes  at  Turf,  had  a  curious  experi¬ 
ence.  He  found  a  very  large  eel  dead,  near  the 
bank.  It  had  a  double  hook  deep  in  its  inside,  and 
it  had  contrived  to  tangle  and  twine  a  long  line 
round  its  body  and  head,  in  such  a  way’  that  the 
W’ooden  frame  to  which  the  line  was  secured,  was 
close  up  to  its  nose. 

It  was  evidently  a  night  line,  and  the  frame  or 
reel  had  been  imperfectly  secured  to  the  bank, 
so  that  the  fish  had  dragged  it  into  the  water 
and  then  tangled  up  the  line  in  the  way’  de¬ 
scribed.  The  eel  was  in  a  state  of  decomposition 
when  found ;  its  weight,  when  in  health,  would 
have  been  fully’  Gib. 

Some  time  ago,  a  w’riter  in  the  Fish.ing  (iar.ette, 
of  March  19  last,  described  how  a  hooked  trout 
was  followed  by  its  mate.  I’recisely  the  same 
thing,  in  the  case  of  a  perch,  occurred  to  us. 

I  was  using  gentles,  and  hooked  a  perch  of 
about  Goz.  AA'hile  I  w’as  playing  him,  I  noticed 
another  of  about  the  same  size  swimming  round 
and  round  him,  and  it  would  not  leave  him  until 
just  before  the  landing  net  was  used.  AVould 
this  conduct  be  attributable  to  sympathy,  or  to 
the  natural  inclination  noticeable  in  fish  and  other 
animals  to  attack  one  of  their  kind  when  in  dis¬ 
tress.®  I  have  seen  little  sharks  at  Aden  and 
Suez  pursue  one  of  their  comrades  who  had  been 
hooked,  and  was  being  dragged  out  of  his 
element,  in  just  the  same  way.  Our  day’s  sport 
came  to  an  end  at  6  p.m.,  when  we  had  to  return 
to  Topham  to  catch  our  train. 

Our  catch  amounted  to  only  twenty  perch,  two 
roach,  and  an  eel,  and  the  biggest  fish  was  only 
half  a  pound.  It  was,  in  fact,  about  as  bad  a  day 
for  fishing  as  wo  could  have  chosen,  but,  in  spite 
of  all  drawbacks,  we  both  thoroughly’  enjoyed  it, 
and  returned  home  contented. 

The  perch  fishing  is  much  better  later  on 
in  the  year,  in  August  and  September,  and  the 
roach  and  carp  take  more  freely  then  than  in 
July. 

The  water  about  Turf  is  perfect  for  spinning, 
dark  coloured,  deep,  and  beautifully’  clean  and 
free  from  weeds. 

1  have  heard  of  good  perch  having  been  taken 


in  this  way  with  the  natural  as  well  as  the 
artificial  minnow,  but  no  one  seems  to  have 
sufficient  faith  in  the  existence  of  pike  in  the 
canal  to  try  spinning  for  them. 

It  is  very  strange,  and  opens  up  a  wide  field 
for  conjecture,  where  they  can  have  gone  to,  if, 
after  being  so  plentiful  as  they  are  said  to  have 
been  twelve  years  ago,  the  w’ater  is  now  free  from 
them. 

Some  day  I  hope  to  put  the  question  to  a  good 
practical  test. 

From  the  entrance  of  the  canal  at  Turf  to  the 
terminus  in  Exeter  is  about  six  miles.  It  is  fish- 
able  throughout,  although  the  acknowledged  best 
places  are  at  Turf  and  near  Countess  AA’^eir  on  the 
Exe.  Tickets  can  always  be  obtained  without  any 
difficulty  by  applying  to  the  Town  Council  of 
Exeter,  to  whom  the  canal  belongs.  As  already’ 
said,  the  landlord  of  the  Turf  Hotel  has  a  certain 
number,  and  Mr.  Prickman,  fishing  tackle  maker. 
North-street,  Exeter,  w’ill  always  put  intending 
anglers  in  possession  of  all  information  relative 
to  getting  permission,  as  well  as  to  the  how  and 
where, to  fish. 
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Ix  Cctober,  1891,  it  was  myr  good  fortune  to 
obtain  unrestrained,  and,  practically’,  sole  permis¬ 
sion,  of  Lord  - ,  to  fish  the  charming  lake  of 

some  fourteen  acres  which  nestles  in  the  park  of 
his  seat  in - shire. 

My  permission  lasted  till  March  23,  so  that, 
though  frost  might,  and  subsequently  did,  prevent 
fishing  for  weeks  on  end,  it  was  certain  that  there 
would  bo  many  days  on  which  I  could  pursue  my’ 
favourite  winter  sport. 

I  was  intensely  delighted  with  my  prospects,  as 
the  lake  had  been  stocked,  some  thirty’  years 
previously,  with  pike  and  l  oach  from  the  War¬ 
wickshire  Avon,  and  had  not  since  been  fished, 

save  by  Lord - ’s  eldest  son,  who,  by  no  means 

an  ardent  fisherman,  had,  a  month  previously,  at 
his  one  and  only  attempt,  caught  a  fish  of  111b., 
with  an  artificial  minnow. 

The  lake  is  in  the  form  of  a  river,  from  eighty' 
to  a  hundred  yards  wide,  with  a  nice  stream  run¬ 
ning  through  it,  and  on  October  27,  w’hen  I  made 
my  first  attempt,  the  water  was  considerably 
stained  with  the  heavy  rainfall  of  the  previous 
few  days.  I  was  consefjuently  not  disappointed 
at  an  unpromising  start,  and  four  hours  persever¬ 
ing  live-baiting,  with  a  large  and  lively  dace  (for 
is  not  a  dace  alivays  lively,  according  to  the 
writer  of  the  day  P)  only  produced  a  particularly 
gaunt  pike,  weighing  6 ^-Ib.,  and  a  three-ponnder, 
as  handsome  as  the  other  w’as  ugly,  widen  I  care¬ 
fully  replaced. 

Floods  prevented  my  fishing  again  till  Nov.  1 1, 
W’hen,  with  the  weather  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  the  colour  of  the  water  greatly’  improved,  1 
secured  six  well-conditioned  fish,  weighing  81h., 
Ijlb.,  101b.,  -lib.,  IHb.,  and  Gib.  Now  although 
this  would  usually  pass  as  an  excellent  day’s  sport, 

I  was  by  no  means  satisfied,  as  I  felt  sure  that 
there  must  be  very  much  larger  fish  in  the  lake 
than  those  I  had  yet  interviewed.  A'et  my’  efforts 
were  not  rewarded  during  the  next  fortnight  with 
anything  out  of  the  common,  and  I  find  in  my 
diary  that  my  best  fish  till  Dec.  9  w’ere  111b.  and 

II  Hb.,  the  latter,  by  the  way,  caught  by  a  friend 
who  accompanied  me  one  day,  and  who  had  never 
previously  killed  a  pike.  I  fancy’  that  few  anglers 
make  such  a  successful  beginning. 

On  December  9,  however,  I  got  .some  large 
dace  and  roach  from  the  Avon  (some  of  the  roach 
nearly  ^Ib.  each),  and,  making  an  early’  start, 
drove  over  with  anticipations  of  doing  something 
big.  It  was  a  charmingly  lino  and  mild  day,  the 
water  was  in  the  best  possible  order,  and  I  had  a 
well-stocked  luncheon  basket  and  a  pleasant  com¬ 
panion.  AA’hat  more  could  a  man  want  to  make 
him  happy?  Only  one  thing,  and  that  I  secured 
before  the  day  was  over. 

IMy’  friend  was  no  fisherman,  but,  as  he  wanted 
to  see  a  big  pike  killed,  I  said  that  I  would  drive 
him  over,  and  do  my  best  to  oblige  him,  and  very’ 
useful  he  proved  before  the  day  was  over. 

I  used  two  rods  that  day,  on  one  I  used  gorge 
tackle  (go  not  into  paroxysms  of  pious  rage,  oh  ! 
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thon  bigoted  defamer  of  the  useful  gorge  hook), 
baited  with  a  roach  over  half  a  pound,  and  this  I 
fixed  on  the  hank  just  over  a  decayed  weed  bed. 
The  line  I  pegged  lightly  into  the  hank,  firmly 
enough  to  prevent  the  bait  from  getting  into  the 
weeds, hut  not  firmlyenough  to  prevent  a  pikefrom 
freeing  the  line  and  making  off  with  his  prey. 
Leaving  this  to  itself,  I  mounted  a  dace  of  five  or 
six  ounces  on  Jardine  snap  tackle,  and,  accom¬ 
panied  by  my  friend  S - ,  who  carried  landing 

net  and  gaff,  started  fishing  under  the  ivy-covered 
l)ridge,  by  which  the  drive  crosses  the  lake.  In 
less  than  ten  minutes  I  was  fast  in  a  good  one, 
which  gave  me  some  ripping  sport,  hut,  after 
some  six  or  seven  minutes,  he  was  within  reach, 

and  S - slipped  the  net  under  him.  It  was  a 

male  fish,  which  the  spring  balance  showed  to  he 
just  over  121b  ,  and  was  in  grand  condition. 

So  far,  good !  As  I  was  re-baiting  we  saw  a 
pike  about  a  hundred  yards  below  us,  chasing  a 
roach  of  at  least  a  pound  ;  and  a  swirl  in  the  water, 
while  the  roach  was  flopping  on  the  top  (I  know 
no  more  expressive  word),  followed  by  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  the  roach,  made  me  determine  to 
give  that  pike  half  an  hour  for  digestion  before 
introducing  a  bait  to  his  notice. 

That  half-hour  was  a  blank  so  far  as  the  snap- 
tackle  was  concerned,  but  my  friend  R.  strolled 
round  to  see  how  the  other  rod  was  getting  on, 
and  found  about  forty  yards  of  line  out.  1  came 
round,  and  after  waiting  a  good  ten  minutes,  I 
reeled  in,  and  speedily  found  that  I  had  a  monster 
on.  Woe  is  me  !  1  hat  pike  was  too  many  for 
me !  He  deliberately  and  rudely  smashed  my 
gut-trace  as  though  it  had  been  thread.  I  was 
at  once  inclined  to  set  him  down  as  a  forty- 
pounder  at  the  least,  and  yet,  as  I  afterwards 
discovered,  he  could  not  have  been  more  than 
2.'>lb.  But  of  that  later  on. 

By  the  way,  let  me  here  observe  that,  though  I 
do  not  join  in  the  rabid  abuse  of  gorge-tackle, 
which  is  now  the  proper  thing  apparently  for 
every  sporting  angler  to  indulge  in,  I  never  use 
gorge-taclde  with  a  small  hail.  In  this  way  I  have 
rarely  killed  a  fish  that  is  not  large  enough  to 
satisfy  even  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  who,  and  rightly 
too,  I  think,  fixes  the  limit  at  41b. 

S.  was  inclined  to  be  merry  over  the  loss  of  the 
large  fish,  and  I  fancied  that  I  heard  a  muttered 
allusion  to  “  skull- dragging,”  which  was,  of 
course,  inapplicable  to  me  ! 

A  rather  amusing  incident  occurred  at  this 

point.  Mr.  T.,  Lord - ’s  brother,  was  shooting 

rabbits  in  the  park,  and  just  as  I  had  re-baited 
my  gorge- tackle  and  placed  it  not  very  far  from 
my  other  rod,  he  came  up  to  see  what  I  had 
done. 

Before  I  had  time  to  show  him  the  fish  I  had 
taken,  bang  !  went  my  float  out  of  sight.  It  was 
the  gorge  rod,  so  I  went  to  move  the  snap-tackle 
out  of  harm’s  way,  saying,  ‘‘I’ve  just  got  a  run, 
so  perhaps  you  will  see  a  pike  caught.” 

“Nothing  I  should  like  better,”  said  Mr.  T. ; 

“  haul  him  otit.” 

I  pulled  out  the  snap  bait  and  put  it  in  the  bait 
can,  and  was  then  astonished  to  hear  a  derisive 

laugh  from  Mr.  T - ,  and  the  remark,  “My 

sainted  aunt !  If  that's  sport  you’re  welcome  to 
it,  give  me  rabbit  shooting  !  ’’ 

Knowing  nothing  about  pike  fishing,  and  not 
understanding  the  reason  of  my  removing  the 
live  bait,  he  had  concluded,  and  not  unnaturally, 
that  the  bait  was  the  fish  whose  capture  he  had 
been  invited  to  witness.  In  explanation,  and  with 
tlie  laugh  on  my  side,  I  pointed  to  the  still 
rapidly  revolving  reel  on  the  other  rod  (alliteration 
quite  accidental),  and  after  a  due  interval  for 
pouching,  I  played  and  landed  a  short  thick  fish 
of  nearly  filb.,  which  the  keeper  took  up  to  Mr. 

'F - 's  house,  as  an  evidence  that  quarter-pound 

dace  were  not  the  sort  of  thing  which  I  captured 
on  pike-tackle. 

After  lunch  I  made  an  attack  on  the  big  pike 
below  the  bridge.  I  used  a  half-pound  roach  on 
Jardine  snap,  mounted  on  No.  0  gimp,  the  bottom 
part  silver-coloured,  so  as  not  to  show  against  the 
side  of  the  bait,  and  the  rest  stained  copper 
colour,  as  being  the  least  observable  in  the  water 
(for  this  hint  I  believe  I  am  indebted  to 
“  Templar,”  and  a  very  useful  one  it  is)  and  above 
this  one  yard  of  strong  salmon  gut,  which  I 
always  find  quite  enough,  unless  fishing  very  deep 
water. 

While  I  was  unsuccessfully  searching  the  water 
round  a  large  rush  bed,  my  friend  called  out  that 


there  was  another  run  with  the  gorge  tackle, 
which  I  had  left  nearly  opposite  on  the  other  bank. 
I  shouted  back  to  him  “  to  let  him  run,”  and, 
five  minutes  later,  I  was  just  going  round  to  reel 
in,  when  my  bait  nearly  jumped  out  of  the  water, 
and  was  instantly  seized  by  what  I  could  see,  as 
he  rushed  back  into  the  rush  bed,  was  a  very 
large  pike.  I  tightened  up,  with  a  steady,  strong 
pull,  and,  after  he  had  vigorously  shaken  his 
head  two  or  three  times,  away  he  went  with 
a  glorious  burst  down  stream,  my  gut  trace 
cutting  safely  through  the  rotten  rushes.  I 

called  out  to  R - to  reel  in  the  other  fish  as 

quickly  as  possible,  at  all  hazards,  as  I  was 
frightened  to  death  lest  the  two  lines  should  foul. 
He  did  as  I  directed,  and  I  at  once  saw  that  he 
was  also  fast  in  a  good  one. 

I  consequently  rushed  down  stream  after  my 
fish,  intent  on  keeping  the  two  apart  as  much  as 
possible,  and  a  rare  dance  my  pike  led  me.  After 
five  minutes  or  so  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
S - get  the  net  under  a  nice  fish,  which  after¬ 

wards  jDroved  to  be  I31b.,  and  I  must  say  that,  for 
a  novice,  he  managed  that  pike  splendidly. 

As  many  of  my  readers  doubtless  know,  it  is  no 
very  easy  thing  to  get  a  large  pike  safely  into  the 
net  with  no  one  to  help  you,  especially  if  the 
water’s  edge  is  lined  with  reeds  and  rushes. 

R -  uttered  a  loud  “  whoo-whoop,’’  and  ran 

round  with  the  gaff  to  my  assistance.  I  had  five  or 
six  minutes  more  anxiety,  as,  after  his  first  two  or 
three  really  brilliant  rushes,  my  fish  settled  down 
to  steady  boring  at  the  bottom,  and  I  was  in  con¬ 
stant  dread  of  his  getting  the  trace  round  one  of 
the  “snags,”  which  were,  just  there,  rather  too 
thick  to  be  pleasant. 

However,  everything  held,  and  at  last  my  con- 
quered  fish  lay  on  his  side  against  the  bank,  and 
R— — ■  plunged  the  gafl;  into  him  with  a  prompti¬ 
tude  which  did  not  surprise  me  so  much,  after 
witnessing  his  fine  performance  on  the  other  side 
the  lake. 

Unfortunately,  we  could  not  find  the  spring 
balance,  which  had  somehow  been  lost  in  the 
coarse  herbage,  so  we  were  for  a  time  left  in  doubt 

as  to  the  pike’s  weight.  R - said  he  should  think 

that  he  (or  rather  she,  for  it  was  a  female)  was 

barely  16Ib.  But  S - ’s  experience  of  the  past 

half-hour  had  suddenly  aroused  in  him  a  passion 
for  angling  which,  I  think,  will  never  die  out,  and 
I  put  down  his  disparaging  estimate  as  being  the 
result  of  professional  jealousy. 

At  six  o’cloek  that  evening,  three  hours  after 
capture,  the  pike  weighed  19Ub.,  and  I  think  that 
I  am  justified  in  calling  it  a  20-pounder,  for  it 
would  surely  have  reached  that  much-coveted 
weight  when  first  brought  to  bank. 

This  was  the  culminating  jDoint  of  that  eventful 
day,  and  we  only  caught  one  more  pike,  a  small 
one  which  was  replaced  unhurt,  but  I  need  hardly 
say  that  we  drove  home  well  satisfied  with  the 
day’s  proceedings. 

From  that  day  till  Jan.  20,  frost  prevented 
any  more  pike-fishing  in  the  lake,  and  what 
sport  I  had  in  the  river  was  but  poor  com¬ 
pensation. 

Jan.  20,  produced  but  one  sizeable  fish  ;  he  was 
a  good  one — l!I|lb. ;  Feb.  0  and  11,  however,  gave 
better  sport,  the  gross  take  of  the  two  days 
being  eleven  pike  weighing  1041b.  The  two 
largest  scaled  151b.  and  IJ^lb.  respectively,  so 
that  the  average  was  remarkably  good. 

This  proved  to  be  the  end  of  my  pike-fishing 

in  Lord - ^’s  lake,  for  King  Frost  maintained 

his  sway  thenceforth,  until  it  was  time  to  think 
of  overhauling  trout  tackle,  but  I  consoled  myself 
for  the  experience  of  a  remarkably  aggravating 
winter,  ivith  the  thought  that,  witli  a  renewal  of 
the  generous  permission  I  had  hitherto  enjoyed, 

I  might  beat  my  previous  records,  in  the  season 
1892-93. 

This,  however,  was  not  to  be  ;  as,  one  morning 

last  June,  I  received  a  note  from  Lord - ’s 

most  courteous  agent,  saying  that  the  lake  w'as 
to  be  emptied  with  a  view  to  cleaning  out  the 
mud,  and  kindly  asking  me  to  drive  over  to 
witness  the  fun.  With  mixed  feelings,  it  must  be 
owned,  I  drove  over  early  after  breakfast ;  regret 
at  the  loss  of  the  pike-fishing  struggling  with 
curiosity  to  see  what  monsters  might  inhabit 
the  lake. 

The  water  had  previously  been  gradually  let 
off,  until  all  the  fish  were  congregated  at  the 
bottom  end  of  the  lake,  where  the  water  was 
fully  four  feet  deeper  than  in  the  upper  part.  A 


long  bag  net  was  stretched  below  the  sluice,  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  roach  and  small  pike  were 
caught  therein  as  the  muddy  torrent  rushed 
forth;  but  the  larger  pike  wallowed  in  the  mud 
until  lifted  out  with  the  large  square  nets  fastened 
on  strong  poles,  with  which  the  keepers  were 
provided.  Much  to  my  surprise,  there  were  only 
four  pike  ov^r  201b.,  and  the  largest  did  not 
greatly  exceed  that  weight,  but  there  was  a  great 
number  ranging  from  81b.  upwards. 

It  seemed  to  me  a  sad  thing  that  all  this 
splendid  fish-life  should  be  wasted,  and  I  managed 
to  save  the  lives  of  some  150  pike,  weighing  from 
^Ib.  to  51b.  or  filb.  each,  and  to  place  them  safely 
in  the  small  river  which  runs  below  the  lake. 
There,  in  a  mill-pond  about  fift.  deep,  they  are  now 
doing  well  on  an  unlimited  diet  of  roach.  The 
remainder  were  distributed  amongst  the  work¬ 
men  of  the  estate  and  district,  excepting  the  eels, 
which  were  sent  to  Birmingham  fish-market. 

I  much  fear  that  I  shall  never  again  come 
across  such  an  ideal  water  for  the  pike-fisherman, 

and,  with  my  gratitude  to  Lord - for  the 

splendid  sport  which  he  so  generously  permitted 
me  to  enjoj’,  will  always  be  mingled  a  feeling  of 
regret  that  a  water  so  eminently  fitted  for  pike 
should  not  havo  been  re-stocked  when  the  clean¬ 
ing  operations  were  finished.  This,  however,  may 
yet  be  done. 


MYAMMA.”  * 


TirE  authors  of  that  most  useful  volume  to 
anglers,  “  The  Rea  and  The  Rod,”  have  again 
collaborated,  but  this  time  the  subject  of  the 
volume  produced  is  a  very  different  one. 
“Myainma”  is  a  description  of  some  years  official 
residence  in  Burmah  between  thirty  and  forty 
years  ago,  when  we  were  beginning  to  annex 
that  eountry.  It  begins  with  a  description  of 
the  writer’s  voyage  under  canvas  to  Calcutta,  in 
one  of  the  old  East  Indiamen,  somewhere  among 
the  fifties,  with  its  various  incidents  and  charac¬ 
teristics  so  different  from  those  of  the  rapid 
modern  journey  by  steam.  Although,  of  course, 
the  subject  has  been  written  upon  times  without 
number,  and  the  book  can  hardly  be  called  “  up 
to  date,”  it  is  pleasantly  and  amusingly  written, 
containing  descriptions  of  operations  in  the 
field  (or  rather  jungle),  of  sport  and  of  adventure 
among  the  various  wild  animals,  besides  a  good 
deal  with  reference  to  the  Burmese,  their  nature, 
religion,  habits  and  customs.  Certainly  Surgeon- 
General  I’aske’s  account  of  life  in  the  East  is 
not  calculated  to  make  the  reader  long  for  a 
lengthy  sojourn  in  these  parts,  for  what  with 
heat,  cholera,  fever,  rats,  snakes,  and  venomous 
insects  of  various  kinds,  &c.,  existence  would 
seem  to  be  a  doubtful  pleasure. 

The  chapter  upon  “  The  Teaching.s  of  Buddha,” 
is  an  especially  interesting  one,  and  the  singular 
doctrine  of  “Complete  Nirvana,”  is  dealt  with. 
Although  the  theory  is  so  well  known,  it  is  some¬ 
what  startling  to  read  “The  Contemplative 
One,”  after  sacrificing  all  manner  of  brilliant 
worldly  prospects,  retiring  in  lieu  thereof  into 
remote  places  for  the  purpose  of  indulging  in 
holy  meditation,  reached  his  eightieth  year, 
and  having  completed  the  necessary  cycles  of 
transmigi'ation,  passed  away  to  “  Complete 
Nirvana,”  the  coveted  annihilation  and  end  of  all 
things. 

And  again  :  “The  fountain  head  of  every  mis¬ 
fortune  lies,  according  to  the  teachings  of  Buddha, 
in  having  been  born  into  this  world  at  all,  in 
expressing  which  opinion  ‘  The  Contemplative 
One’  spoke,  at  all  events,  in  direct  defiance  of 
all  lawq  where  recent  causes  are  always  preferred 
to  those  more  remote.  This  unfortunate  begin¬ 
ning  necessitates  a  frequent  repetition  of  the 
same  process  under  different  forms,  animate  or 
inanimate,  the  great  aim  of  this  life  being  to 
attain  ‘  Complete  Nirvana,"  of  which,  how'ever, 
only  those  seem  to  havo  the  least  ehance  wlio, 
from  the  first,  embrace  a  religious  aud  ascetic 
life.” 

Altogether,  although  applying  to  a  somewhat 
remote  period  of  our  connection  with  Burmah, 
Rurgeon- General  Paske’s  book  may  be  read  with 
pleasure  and  interest. 

*  “  Mtamma  ”  :  A  Retrospect  of  Life  and  Travel  in 
Lower  Bnrraali.  By  Deputy-Snrgeon  General  C.  T. 
Paste,  late  of  the  Bengal  Army.  Edited  by  F.  G. 
Aflalo.  London  :  W.  II.  Allen  and  Co,.  Limited. 
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ZIG-ZAG  ROUTES  TO  CHICAGO 
FOR  ANGLERS. 

{Continued  from  page  D45.) 

By  Rux. 


The  tourist,  having  arrived  at  St.  John,  ■will  at 
least  spend  a  day  or  t'W’o  in  the  capital  of  New 
Brunswick,  when,  taking  up  his  quarters  at  the 
Royal,  a  comfortable  hotel  in  King-street,  he  will 
then  proceed  to  visit  the  lions  of  the  town.  The 
best  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  immediate  vicinity  is 
that  of  Loch  Lomond,  a  very  favourite  resort, 
about  ten  miles  north-cast  of  the  city.  The  road 
leading  to  it  crosses  the  Marsh  Bridge,  and  passes 
near  Silver  Falls,  a  pretty  cascade  on  Little 
River.  Close  to  Loch  Jjoraond  are  two  inns, 
"  Bunkers,”  situated  at  the  lower  end  of  the  lake, 
and  ”  Dalzicl's,”  three-quarters  of  a  mile  beyond. 
The  proprietoi  s  of  these  establishments  provide 
both  boats  and  guide.s  for  their  guests.  Loch 
liOmond  consists  of  three  small  lakes,  viz..  First 
liake,  four  miles  long  and  one-half  mile  broad, 
being  connected  by  a  small  stream  with  Second 
Lake,  which  is  two  miles  long,  and  very  narrow  ; 
Third  Lake  is  much  smaller  than  either  of 
the  other  two.  Besides  the  above,  in  the 
same  vicinity,  are  the  lakelets  Ben  Lomond, 
Jones’s,  Taylor’s,  and  a  few  others  which  afford 
better  fishing  than  the  much-frequented  waters 
of  Loch  Lomond.  Both  white  '  and  speckled 
trout  are  caught  in  these  latter  miniature  lakes, 
which  are  in  easy  distance  of  the  hotels  named. 
About  seven  miles  distant  from  the  city  is  Spruce 
Lake,  a  beautiful  sheet  of  Yvater  five  miles  long. 
It  contains  plenty  of  ]:ei-ch,  but  for  trout  angling 
cannot  compare  with  those  alread}’’  given.  The 
trip  to  Spruce  Lake  is,  however,  an  enjoyable 
one,  and,  irre.-pective  of  fishing,  rvill  well  repay 
the  visitor.  To  reach  it  the  tourist  will  pass  over 
the  Suspension  Bridge,  and  then  follow  what  is 
called  the  Mahogany  Road,  which  leads  by  the 
bay  shore,  with  a  succession  of  beautiful  sea 
views. 

No  visitor  to  St.  John  should  miss  taking  the 
very  chaiming  trip  up  the  St.  John  river,  as  far 
as  Fredericton,  and  should  the  state  of  the  water 
permit,  to  ascend  the  stream  to  Woodstock.  The 
steamers  llavid  Weston  and  Acdia,  of  the  Union 
Line,  leave  the  wharf  (Indian  Town)  of  St.  John,  at 
9  a.m.  daily,  arriving  at  Fredericton  late  in  ihe 
afternoon.  The  fare  is  SI. 00.  Without  enter¬ 
ing  into  any  graphic  description  of  this  river 
excursion,  the  country  through  which  this  stream 
flows  abounds  in  diversity  of  .'cenery,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  points  being  that  of  Gagetown, 
which  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Washade- 
moak.  About  seventy  miles  from  St.  John  is  the 
village  of  Gromocto,  situated  on  the  river  bearing 
the  same  name.  This  is  a  deep  and  narrow 
stream,  navigable  for  small  craft  a  distance  of 
twenty-two  miles.  In  its  upper  waters,  and 
particulai'ly  in  Oromocto  Lake,  good  trout  fishing 
can  be  had,  and  in  the  lower  reaches  pickerel  are 
plentiful.  In  the  village  are  tYvo  neat  little  inns 
that  afford  ample  accommodation  for  anglers. 
The  distance  from  this  point  to  Fredericton  is 
about  twelve  miles.  Travellers  remaining  at  this 
latter  town  for  a  day  or  so  will  find  comfort¬ 
able  quarters  at  the  Queen  Hotel,  the  tariff  of 
which  is  S‘2.50  per  diem.  From  Fredericton, 
the  tourist  wishing  to  visit  the  very  pretty  town 
of  Woodstock  can,  as  before  stated,  rvater  per¬ 
mitting,  proceed  by  boat.  Jhe  Florence ville  luiis 
between  these  towns  on  alternate  days,  fare 
S2..j(i.  A  very  favourite  means  of  transit,  and 
certainly  a  very  delightful  drive,  is  by  the  coach, 
that  skirts  the  river  bank  between  the  above 
points  nearly  the  entire  way.  It  may  be  well  to 
notice  that  travellers  who  are  so  desirous  can 
proceed  by  the  Canadian  Pacific,  from  either 
Fredericton  or  Woodstcck  to  River  du  Loup, 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 
'I'he  Intercolonial  Railway,  which  will  be  aftcr- 
Yvards  described  in  the  Long  Route,  passes 
through  this  torvn,  which  will  convey  the  pas¬ 
senger  to  Levis,  opjin.site  to  Quebec,  thence  to 
Montreal,  either  by  Grand  Trunk,  or  Canadian 
Pacific  Railways.  Anglers  who  may  adopt  this 
plan, can, en  ro«/e,stop  for  a  day  at  Newbury,  which 
is  situated  in  a  beautiful  portion  of  the  St. 
John  Valley,  forty-three  miles,  distant  from 
Fredericton.  There  is  hotel  accommodation  in 
the  village,  from  where  knights  of  the  rod  can  fish 


the  Nackarvic  River  and  Falls  Brook,  both  of 
which  are  good  trout  streams.  Once  more  starting 
from  St.  John,  the  direct  course  is  rid  McAdam’s 
Junction  to  Vanceboro’,  where  the  train  passes 
from  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  into  the 
State  of  Maine.  As,  however,  a  slight  devia¬ 
tion  will  lead  to  some  capital  angling,  the  writer 
■will  conduct  the  disciples  of  old  ’Zaak  to  the 
above  point  (Vanceboro’),  rid  St.  Andrew  and  St. 
Stephens.  Besides  the  Shore  Line  Railway, 
Yvhich  runs  frem  St.  John  to  St.  Stephen,  steamers 
leave  Reeds  Point  wharf  twice  a  week  at  8  a.m., 
and,  calling  at  St.  George,  reach  St.  Stephen 
before  dark  ;  fare,  81.7,5.  St.  George  is  situated 
on  the  IMagaguadavic  River,  at  the  head  of 
tideway  four  mi'es  inland.  Near  to  the  village 
are  the  loYver  falls,  where  the  stream  passes 
through  a  narrow  gorge  30ft.  wide,  and  having  a 
descent  of  .50ft.  About  a  mile  distant  from  St. 
George  is  the  picturesque  lake  Utopia.  This 
sheet  of  water  is  nearly  a  mile  long,  and  at  a  point 
three  miles  from  the  village  is  a  natural  canal 
connecting  it  with  the  Magaguadavic  River.  The 
lake  and  the  several  streams  in  the  vicinity  afford 
capital  trout  fishing.  On  leaving  St.  George,  the 
steamer  passes  Pas samaquoddy  Bay  and  enters 
the  St.  Croix  River,  at  the  mouth  of  which  stands 
the  town  of  St.  Andrews,  which  is  picturesquely 
situated  on  a  peninsula.  Owing  to  its  romantic 
scenery,  and  the  many  facilities  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  affords  for  boating  and  fishing,  St.  Andrew 
dur  ng  the  summer  months  is  a  very  favourite 
resort.  There  are  four  good  hotels,  of  which  the 
“Algonguin”  is  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  best 
es'ablishmcnts  on  this  portion  of  the  Atlantic 
coast.  About  six  miles  up  stream  we  pass  Oaucet’s 
Island,  and  four  miles  further  on  at  a  bend  in 
the  liver  Yve  enter  the  spacious  Oak  Bay  sur¬ 
rounded  by  rugged  hills,  forming  a  magnificent 
panorama.  Passing  the  Devil’s  Head  on  the 
left,  the  steamboat  now  turns  north-west,  and 
ploughing  her  way  Ihrough  a  narrow  channel,  a 
further  journey  of  about  seven  miles  brings  her 
to  St.  Stephen.  On  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
St.  Croix  river  is  Calais,  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
the  two  towns  being  connected  by  a  covered 
bridge.  Taking  the  train  at  Calais,  the  traveller 
will  then  proceed  to  Princeton,  a  distance  of 
twenty-one  miles,  where,  taking  up  his  quarters 
for  a  time,  he  can  then  explore  the  lovely  region 
of  the  Schoodic  Lakes,  The  steamer  Gipsy  plies 
on  this  sheet  of  water,  and  carries  passengers 
tYvclve  miles  to  Grand  Lake  stream.  This  river, 
four  miles  in  length,  connects  the  Grand  and  Big 
lakes,  all  three  affording  excellent  angling.  In 
the  foimer  (the  river),  salmon-trout  are  plentiful, 
whilst  the  lakes  hold  lake  trout,  speckled  trout, 
and  land-locked  salmon. 

Close  to  the  foot  of  Big  Lake  is  a  large  Indian 
village,  where  the  services  of  Redskin  guides  can 
be  procured.  Returning  to  Princeton,  the  tourist 
will  once  more  take  the  train,  when  a  short  run 
will  bring  him  to  Vanceboro’,  which  is  another 
favourite  point  for  visiting  the  Shoodic  chain  of 
lakes.  Leaving  here,  the  train  rattles  along  the 
western  line,  passing  several  minor  stations  till 
it  arrives  at  the  village,  with  the  rather  curious 
name  of  Mattawam-keag,  which  is  a  favourite 
point  for  canoeists  to  ascend  the  Penobscot  River 
in  their  birch  barks  to  Moosehead  Lake,  the 
trip  affording  both  good  fishing  and  fine  scenery. 
Once  more  continuing  our  route,  several  small 
lakes  and  streams  are  traversed  in  quick 
succession,  which  are  suddenly  lost  to  vietv  as 
Yve  enter  some  deep  railway  cuttings,  when 
after  a  few  minutes  of  gloomy  traY'el,  we  once 
more  find  our.<-elves  in  the  open,  and  behold 
the  majestic  Boarstone  Mountain.  FolloYving 
the  base  of  this  rather  remarkable  elevation 
in  the  midst  of  the  most  charming  scenery, 
wo  come  to  the  beautiful  Lake  Onaway, 
skirting  its  shore  for  a  considerable  distance 
across  a  romantic  ravine,  spanned  by  a  bridge 
IfjOOft.  long  and  L50ft.  high.  Fifteen  miles 
further  Yvest  the  irc7i  horse  carries  us  through 
some  densely  wooded  country,  and,  crossing  the 
foaming  Wilson  stream,  Yve  arrive  at  the  thriving 
toY\n  cf  ffrcenville,  situated  on  the  shores  of 
Moosehead  Lake.  This  magnificent  sheet  cf  Yvater 
is  forty  miles  long,  and  from  one  to  fifteen  broad. 
About  twenty  well-appointed  steamers  ply  upon 
its -surface,  and  a  cruise  on  one  of  them  will  fur¬ 
nish  a  most  enjoyable  side  trip.  Near  to 
Greenville,  on  an  elevated  part  of  the  shore,  a 
large  hotel  has  lately  been  erected,  that  affords 


accommodation  for  over  one  htindred  guests. 
Within  easy  distance  are  many  trout  streams  and 
lakes — the  latter  locally  knoYvn  as  ponds — that 
offer  inducements  to  the  angler.  Guides  familiar 
with  stream  and  forest  can  be  hired  at  moderate 
rates,  and  sportsmen  that  do  not  ramble  too  far 
afield  can  enjoy  their  holiday  in  comparative 
comfort — exploring  the  tributaries  of  Moosehead 
by  canoe,  sailing  on  the  lake,  excursions,  walks, 
rides,  and  picnics  furnish  ample  and  varied  enter¬ 
tainment  for  visitors.  Twenty  miles  up  the  lake 
from  Greenville  is  the  celebrated  Llount  Kineo, 
an  oddly-shaped  mass  of  solid  flint,  rising  800ft. 
above  the  Yvater,  and  forming  one  of  the  most 
interesting  features  in  the  State  of  Maine.  At 
the  foot  of  this  mountain  is  the  Mount  Kinco 
Hotel,  standing  in  beautiful  ornament il  grounds, 
with  accommodation  for  about  five  hundrtd 
guests.  Close  by  it  is  a  w'ell-appointed  club-house, 
OYvned  by  sonic  Yvealthy  .sportsmen,  who  annually 
visit  this  locality  for  fishing  and  shooting. 

Once  more  aboard,  the  iron  way  leads  by  two 
other  villages  on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  Aloose- 
head  and  Askwith,  at  which  latter  point  tin 
Kennelec  River  flows  from  the  lake.  The  train 
passes  close  to  its  exit,  and  then,  rapidly  gliding 
over  hill  and  dale,  through  ravines,  and  by  spark¬ 
ling  streamlets,  quickly  leaves  behind  it  a  fcYV 
minor  stations,  and  approaches  the  boundary 
mountains  that  divide  the  State  of  Maine  from 
the  Province  of  Quebec.  Gradually  the  line 
descends,  through  deep  gorges,  over  the  sides  of 
which  hang  huge  moss-clothed  boulder.s,  Yvhich 
gaze  defiantly  from  ’midst  the  thick  foliaccof  the 
trees,  YY’hilst  roaring  torrents  vie  with  each  other 
in  their  race  down  ttie  mountain  side.  In  less  than 
two  hours  from  Greenville  the  train  stops  at  the 
Boundary  station,  where  passengers  interview  the 
Custom  House  officers.  Having  ”  spliced  the 
Main(e)  brace,”  or,  in  other  words,  partaken  of  a  last 
stirrup-cup  (probably  an  American  cocktail),  y\'0 
once  more  mount  our  steaming  steed,  which  then 
bowls  along  the  iron  road  to  the  sea.  After  a 
short  run  from  Boundarjq  we  reach  the  beautiful 
Lake  Megantic.  Crossing  the  Chaudiere  River, 
Yvhich  flows  from  this  splendid  sheet  of  water,  the 
lake  shore  is  closely  folloYved  for  several  miles, 
till  we  arrive  at  the  Village  of  Megantic.  This 
little  town  has  good  accommodation,  and  no  one 
should  fail  to  break  the  journey  at  this  charming 
spot,  for  at  least  a  couple  of  days.  Lake  Megantic 
is  twelve  miles  long,  and  averages  aborrt  twoand  a- 
half  miles  in  breadth,  whilst  owing  to  its  many  bays 
and  inlets,  its  shores  wonld  measure  over  forty- 
miles.  Its  principal  feeders  are  the  Lower  Spider, 
Arnold,  Annance,  Victoria,  Sandy,  and  several 
smaller  stream.^,  its  outlet,  as  before  stated,  being 
the  Chaudiere.  Separated  from  Lake  Megantic 
by  a  short  portage  of  about  half  a  mile  is  Spider 
Ijake,  called  by  our  transatlantic  cousins  the 
Canadian  Geneva.  Upon  the  shores  of  this  pretty 
lakelet  stands  the  house  of  the  Megantic  Fish  and 
Game  Club,  the  members  of  which  control  not  only 
the  angling  rights,  but  also  that  of  the  shooting 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Spider  Lake.  All 
the  above  waters  are  Yvell  stocked  with  fish,  bu*-, 
as  there  is  only  one  Spider  that  is  amply  supplied 
with  house  flies,  those  on  the  outside  are  seldom 
invited  to  walk  into  the  parlour. 

On  leaving  Megantic  station  we  once  more 
follow  the  shore  of  the  lake,  and,  as  the  train  glides 
along,  from  the  windows  delightful  vistas  catch 
the  eye,  towering  hills,  sparkling  streamlets, 
shady  forests,  and  green-mossed  rivines.  Skirt¬ 
ing  Sandy  Bay,  the  train  soon  enters  the  Kcho 
Vale,  at  which  point  we  take  a  parting  view  of 
Lake  Megantic,  though  the  gradually  disappear¬ 
ing  mountains  are  kept  in  sight  for  some  mile.s 
further.  On  reaching  Salmon  River  the  line 
follows  the  course  of  this  stream,  us  far  as  the 
wayside  hamlet  of  Scotstown.  Then  for  several 
miles  it  leads  thi'ough  dense  forests,  Yvith  here 
and  there  broad  clearings,  on  which  are  situated 
unimportant  stations,  and  from  Yvhei-e  splendid 
views  of  the  distant  mountains  can  be  had. 
Presently  the  line  carries  us  aci’oss  the  St. 
Francis  River,  and,  passing  the  thriving  town  of 
Lennoxvillc,  after'  a  further  trip  of  three  miles  YYe 
step  at  Sherbrooke,  Yvhich  is  situated  at  tl  e 
junction  of  the  St.  Fr-ancis  and  Magog  rivers. 
Passengers  to  Quebec  Yvill  noYV  change  train.", 
and  proceed  by  the  Quebec  Centr-al  Railway  to 
Levis,  which  is  directly  opposite  to  the  quaint  old 
fortified  town  of  Quebec.  Near  to  Sherbrooke 
are  the  Magog  Falls,  which  are  well  worthy  of 
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1  lie  traveller’s  attention.  Resuming  our  journey 
liy  the  Canadian  Racifi?,  the  iron  way  leads  along 
the  shore  of  the  Little  Magog  Lake,  and  then 
follows  the  course  of  (he  Magog  River  till  it 
reaches  a  small  town  of  the  same  name  (Magog) 
that  stands  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Memphremagog. 
This  is  a  fine  sheet  of  water,  dotted  with  many 
i^la^ds,  and  surrounded  by  rugged,  heavily- 
wooded  hills.  The  two  huge  sentinels  looming  in 
the  distance,  that  keep  watch  over  this  lake,  are 
Elephantis  and  Owl’s  Head,  both  of  which  are  much 
admired.  During  the seasonasteamer leaves  Magog 
station  everyday,  calling  at  all  important  points, 
which  includes  the  fashionable  resort  of  Newport, 
in  the  southern  extremity  of  the  State  of  Vermont. 
Leaving  Magog,  we  pass  by  several  small  stations, 
amongst  which  is  Earnham  Junction,  and  shortly 
after  reach  the  Indian  village  of  Caughnawaga, 
situated  on  the  south  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
where  the  train,  crossing  the  river  by  the 
wonderful  steel  bridge,  quickly  brings  us  to  the 
jiretty  village  of  Lachine.  From  here  our  next 
halt  is  at  Montreal  Junction,  at  which  point 
railway  lines  radiate  to  Toronto,  London,  Detroit, 
(.Quebec,  Ottawa,  Winnipeg,  and  Boston.  We  are 
now  at  the  last  stage  of  the  short  line  route,  for 
quickly  the  train  rolls  over  the  elevated  track, 
until  finally  it  comes  to  a  stand  beneath  the 
lofty  building  of  the  Windsor-street  station  at 
Montreal. 

In  order  to  carry  the  tourist  over  the  long 
route  to  Montreal,  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  fresh 
start  from  our  old  rendezvous,  Halifax.  The 
journey  will  take  the  angler  by  some  of  the  finest 
fishing  streams  in  America,  or  even  the  whole 
world.  As,  however,  nearly  all  the  favourite 
reaches  are  leased  by  private  individuals,  we  will 
hurry  over  the  road,  noting  only  those  places 
(n  route  where  there  is  a  chance  of  the  sportsman 
obtaining  a  few  days’  angling.  Leaving  Halifax, 
the  train  carries  us  over  the  same  bit  of  rail,  as 
before  described,  to  Windsor  Junction,  where  the 
two  lines  diverge,  one  going  to  the  west,  the  other 
north.  Passing  the  small  town  of  Shuhenacadie, 
our  first  stopping  place  of  any  importance  is 
Truro.  Within  driving  distance  of  this  town  are 
some  lakes  where  good  trout  fishing  may  be 
had.  Continuing  our  journey  at  a  distance  of 
1  lO  miles  from  Halifax,  we  arrive  at  tlie  flourish¬ 
ing  town  of  Amherst,  where,  taking  up  his 
(juarters  at  the  Amherst  Hotel,  the  angler 
will  find  some  average  trout-fishing  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  vicinity.  Departing  from  Amherst,  the 
train  crosses  the  Misseguash  River,  which  sepa- 
i-ates  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  from  that  of 
New  Brunswick,  and,  passing  over  the  wild 
Tantramar  Marsh,  and  the  river  of  the  same 
name,  arrives  at  Sacville.  Here  we  remain  but 
a  few  minut  es,  when,  once  more  resuming  the 
journey,  the  line  takes  a  north-westerly  course, 
and  enters  the  lovely  valley  of  the  Memramcook, 
one  of  the  fairest  landscapes  in  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick.  Two  parallel  ridges,  wooded 
and  well  settled,  are  seen  on  either  side  of  the 
railway,  whilst  the  vale  itself  is  a  dead  level,  ex¬ 
tending  for  miles,  and,  being  covered  by  tidal 
deposits  from  the  sea,  resembles  in  summer  one 
vast  ocean  of  emerald  green.  Passing  Painsec 
Junction,  a  place  of  little  importance,  the  train 
slightly  alters  its  course,  and,  after  a  further 
tramp  of  about  nine  miles,  arrives  at  Moncton, 
ibis  town  is  situated  at  the  head  of  navigation 
on  the  Petitcodiac  River.  Visitors,  if  possible, 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  see 
the  “Bore,”  a  tidal  wave  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 
On  leaving  Moncton,  the  line  traverses  a  very 
uninteresting  section  of  country,  and,  passing  by 
•several  stations,  stops  at  Kent  Junction,  where 
tourists  wishing  to  visit  the  town  of  Richibucto, 
and  the  beautiful  river  of  the  same  name,  detrain. 
Although  the  principal  pools  in  the  main  stream 
arc  forbidden  waters  to  strangers,  yet  in  some  of 
the  tributaries  there  is  good  trout-fishing,  which 
may  be  had.  After  leaving  Kent  Junction,  our 
next  important  halt  is  at  Newcastle,  situated  at 
the  head  of  deep  navigation  on  the  Miramichi 
River.  This  stream  is  one  of  the  gems  of  Canada, 
but  the  stranger  is  forestalled,  and  although  he 
may  look,  he  mustn’t  whip,  at  all  events  for 
salmon. 

About  five  miles  distant  on  a  branch  line  of 
railway  is  Chatham,  which  is  also  on  the  banks 
of  the  Miramichi,  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth. 
This  town  is  the  centre  for  several  good  angling 
streams,  of  which  the  Bartibogue  is  within  easy 


driving  distance.  This  is  a  wide  shallow  river, 
very  easy  to  fish.  During  the  season  sea  trout 
are  plentiful,  and  at  the  head  of  the  tideway  some 
good  sport  can  be  had  with  the  black  bass. 
The  bell  is  a-ringing,  and  the  conductor  singing 
out  all  aboard,  so  we  bid  adieu  to  Newcastle  and 
are  once  more  off  at  full  speed  along  the  track. 
The  steam  horse  pulls  up  at  various  small 
stations  to  water,  and  receives  his  quantum  of 
black  oats,  &c.,  but  the  writer  having  partaken 
of  a  big  horn  of  rye  and  Miramichi  water,  is  now 
on  the  fly,  and,  being  duly  shod  with  seven 
leagued  wading  boots,  slips  along  like  a  phantom, 
never  taking  a  pull  on  the  line  till  he  reaches 
Bathurst,  which  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nepisiquit,  that  flows  into  the  beautiful  Bay  of 
Chaleur. 

“  How  truly  charming !  ”  exclaims  a  lady 
traveller. 

“  Exquisite,”  rejoins  her  fair  companion. 

“Any  chance  of  a  few  days  salmon  tiihing 
here  K’  inquires  an  angling  tourist  of  a  sporting- 
looking  gentleman,  whose  slouch  hat  is  encircled 
with  yards  of  cast,  and  adorned  with  artificial 
insects  of  several  sizes  and  variegated  colours. 

“P’raps  thar  be,  and  like  enough  thar  b’aint,” 
is  the  curt  reply.  “  Do  yer  happen  to  have  ar  a 
bit  of  writtin’  from  the  bosses  at  St.  John,  or 
Boston  ?  ” 

“  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  not,”,  answers  the 
angler  quietly. 

“Well,  stranger,  if  that’s  so,  your  name  is 
‘Dennis,’  and  you  may  travel  on.” 

Leaving  Bathurst  we  cross  the  Tete  a  Gauche 
to  Petite- Roche,  a  small  town  on  the  Nigadan, 
and  passing  the  Jacquet  River,  sixteen  miles 
further  on,  we  reach  the  banks  of  the  Charlo. 
This  is  a  good  trout  stream  which,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  season,  affords  some  salmon  fishing. 
I  understand  that  it  has  not  been  leased  for 
several  years,  so  in  this  water  there  is  some 
chance  of  sport  for  the  roving  angler.  Ten  miles 
from  Charlo  is  Dalhousie,  our  next  stopping  place, 
which  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Restigouche,  at  its  entrance  into  the  Bay  of 
Chaleur.  This  stream  tops  the  market,  and  is 
admitted  to  be  par  excellence  the  best  salmon 
angling  river  in  America,  but — 

“  From  Eeatigonche, 
iStran^ers  vamoes. 

Without  a  single  try  ; 

Tho’  it  seems  hard 
To  be  debarred. 

From  casting  once  tho  fly.” 

Un  leaving  Dalhousie  the  railway,  as  also  a 
carriage  road,  follows  the  shore  of  the  beautiful 
bay.  At  a  distance  of  about  nine  miles  to  the 
north  is  Point  a  la  Garde,  a  bold,  perpendicular 
promontory,  overlooking  the  harbour,  with  the 
Saumenac  Mountains  looming  in  tho  distance. 
Four  miles  from  this  point  is  Point  Pleasant,  close 
to  w'hich  is  a  huge  mass  of  granite,  700ft.  high, 
the  summit  being  accessible  by  natural  steps. 
Just  beneath  this  peak  is  a  forest  lake,  in  which 
trout  are  numerous.  Winding  round  the  bay,  we 
soon  arrive  at  Oampbelltown,  beautifully  situated 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Metapediac  and  the 
Restigouche.  Almost  the  first  object  thet  will 
catch  the  eye  of  the  traveller  is  the  old  Fraser 
mansion,  at  one  time  a  well-known  hotel,  but  now 
the  property  of  the  Restigouche  Salmon  Club. 
There  is  an  old  saying  that  “  a  nod  is  as  good  as 
a  wink,”  &c.,  therefore  comment  is  unnecessary. 
Leaving  Metapediac,  the  train  for  hours  winds 
up  the  tortuous  valley  of  the  river  bearing  the 
same  name,  and  the  scenery,  as  we  journey  along, 
is  most  enchanting.  Sometimes  close  to  the  line, 
and  other  times  far  below,  the  river  foams  and 
darts,  now  leaping  a  low  fall,  now  swerling  in  a 
deep  salmon  pool,  and  then  rippling  over  wide, 
shallow  reaches,  in  which  the  white  pebbles  shine 
in  the  sparkling  water.  Along  this  valley  the 
stations  are  few  and  far  between,  and  are  but  of 
little  importance  to  the  ordinary  tourist,  tho  first 
halt  of  interest  being  St.  Flavie,  at  which  point 
we  reach  the  S  t.  Laurence.  Following  the  course  of 
this  river,  a  jaunt  of  eighteen  miles  carries  us  to 
Rimouski,  whence,  passing  by  Bic  and  St.  Fabien, 
we  arrive  at  Trois  Pistoles.  Here  there  is  a  halt 
of  twenty  minutes,  during  which  time  the  traveller 
can  refresh  the  inner  man  at  the  well-appointed 
buffet.  Resuming  our  journey,  a  smart  gallop 
carries  us  to  Cacouna,  one  of  the  most  fashionable 
summer  r'eso'rts  in  Canada,  six  miles  beyond 
which  is  Riviere  du  Loup..  Here  anglers  wishing 


to  visit  the  Temiscanta  Lake  will  alight,  and  take 
tho  Temiscanta  Railway  to  that  point.  The  dis¬ 
tance  is  about  fifty  miles,  and  the  trout  angling 
is  good.  Once  more  en  route,  we  pass  several 
stations,  all  points  of  great  interest  to  the  tourist, 
but, ^  unfortunately  too  numerous  to  enumerate. 
Rapidly  gliding  over  the  iron  way,  we  reach 
Harlake  Junction,  whence  a  live  mile  ride  carries 
us  to  Levis,  where  we  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
Montmorency  Falls.  Here  we  alight  from  our 
palace  car,  and  taking  the  ferry  from  the  Point, 
are,  a  few  minutes  later,  landed  in  the  city  of 
Quebec.  ^  jiq  ig  continued.) 
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THE  RGYAL  MILITARY  CANAL,  IIYniE. 

Anglers  coming  from  London  on  the  main 
line  of  the  S.E.  Railway,  to  fish  in  the  canal,  must 
not  forget  that  it  is  preserved  by  the  present 
lessees  for  a  distance  of  six  miles,  and  they  can 
do  one  of  two  things  :  if  they  wish  to  operate  on 
that  portion  running  between  Hyche  and  West 
Hythe,  a  favourite  and  most  picturesque  locality, 
they  cannot  do  better  than  change  at  Sandliug 
Junction  for  Hythe,  and  go  by  omnibus  to  tho 
High-street,  which  is  within  a  stone’s  throw  of 
the  water,  and  so  on  past  the  School  of  Musketry  ; 
but,  if  they  prefer  to  commence  at  the  Sea- 
brook  end,  where  it  empties  itself  into  the 
sea  underground,  and  where  every  sound  from 
the  ocean  is  telephoned  most  distinctly,  then  they 
cannot  do  better  than  go  to  Sandgate,  take  the 
tram  to  the  canal,  and  work  their  way  down  to 
the  town  of  Hythe,  and  make  it  their  head¬ 
quarters  ;  or,  if  they  find  the  water  too  thick  to 
fish  about  here,  which  is  often  the  case  after 
heavy  rains,  they  can  go  by  the  Hythe,  Sandgate, 
and  Folkestone  omnibus,  or  have  a  most  charming 
ride  by  tram  along  the  coast,  past  Hythe  parade  to 
the  foot  of  the  High-street,  for  three  pence  (a 
distance  of  about  four  miles),  the  only  fare 
charged  for  any  distance,  starting  from  the  Duke 
of  York  in  the  main  street  of  the  pretty  little 
town  of  Sandgate. 

The  Royal  Militai’y  Canal  is  over  twenty-one 
miles  in  length,  and  at  the  latter  place  (West 
Hythe),  a  dam  has  been  constructed  to  retain  the 
fish  in  this  portion  of  the  canal,  acquired  by  the 
corporation,  but  two  years  ago  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  present  lessees. 

Fishing  Notice. — This  water  is  strictly  pre¬ 
served.  No  one  is  allowed  to  fish  without  a 
licence.  Licences  will  be  granted  as  under  :  For 
the  season,  June  16  to  March  14,  Us.  6d. ;  for  one 
month,  2s.  fid. ;  for  fourteen  days,  2s. ;  for  one  day. 
Is.;  fourteen  and  one  day  tickets,  half-price  to 
children  under  twelve  years  of  age.  The  holder 
to  produce  licence  to  water  bailiff  when  requested. 
Licences  not  transferable,  and  may  be  cancelled 
by  the  lessees.  Two  rods  only  to  be  used  for 
each  ticket.  Weights  of  fish  which  may  be  taken 
away.  All  under  these  weights  to  be  returned. 
Pike,  21b. ;  carp,  12oz. ;  bream,  9oz. ;  tench,  12oz. ; 
perch,  9oz. ;  rudd,  3oz. ;  roach,  3oz.  Small  roach 
may  be  taken  for  live  bait  for  pike,  Ac.  No 
bank  runners,  cast  nets,  and  no  eel  or  night  lines 
allowed.  (I  think  it  would  be  far  better  to  go  by 
measurement,  and  increase  tho  present  standard, 
more  especially  of  bream,  rudd,  and  roach  ) 

There  are  some  fine  eels  in  the  canal,  and  they 
are  taken  both  with  live  or  dead  roach ;  tho 
former  for  choice.  Licences  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  D.  J.  West,  Hythe;  Mr.  j.  Coveney,  Sea- 
brook;  Mr.  Padgham,  and  IMr.  Samson,  Sand¬ 
gate  ;  Mr.  Hillsdon,  Folkestone  ;  of  the  station 
masters  at  Hythe  and  Sandgate,  at  the  Seabrook 
Hotel,  or  of  Mr.  Charles  Austen,  21,  High-street, 
Hythe,  the  obliging  xvater  bailiff. 

Both  tho  fishing  and  boa'ing  are  to  bo  subject 
to  the  present  or  any  future  bye-laws  made  by 
the  Town  Council  of  Hythe.  By  order  of  the 
lessees.  Sunday  fishing  is  allowed. 

Fish  in  the  C.ynal. —  Perch:  After  making  full 
inquiries  wdth  respect  to  perch,  I  flud  that  they 
had  almost  disappeared,  and  have  only  been 
taken  occasionally,  but  the  present  lessees  have 
recently  turned  in  about  2500  from  five  to  nine 
inches  in  length,  including  some  very  largo 


12 


Ti[E  ErSlIIXCI  GAZETTE 


[January  7,  ISJo 


roach.  These  should  go  a  long  way  to  re-stock¬ 
ing  the  canal.  A  large  consignment  of  the 
latter  fish  is  expected  to  he  turned  in  before  next 
spring. 

Pike  are  sometimes  taken  22in.  to  21.\in.  long, 
the  largest  caught  by  my  informant  being  29Hn., 
hut  baby  jack  are  numerous.  Carp  uj)  to  51b.  and 
Hlb.  in  weight,  but  very  difficult  to  catch.  Bream 
up  to  -lib.  in  weight  and  over.  Last  summer 
Jlessrs.  Barnes  and  Hewitt,  of  the  Great  Northern 
Brothel’S,  caught  nearly  1001b.,  and  so  broke  the 
record,  reported  very  handsome  fish  with  respect  to 
shape  and  colour,  and  in  splendid  condition.  Tench 
abound,  and  the  third  bend  or  “angle”  below 
Uythe,  or  what  is  called  the  Brickyard  bend,  is  a 
noted  swim  for  tench.  They  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  taken,  by  Mr.  Austen  and  other  anglers, 
weighing  between  filb.  and  lib.  It  is  the  beau 
ideal  of  a  tench  water. 

AVith  the  local  anglers,  lobs  are  a  favourite 
bait,  both  for  bream  and  tench,  fishing  well  on 
the  bottom  in  the  clear  places,  and  they  often 
ground  bait  with  chopped  woi’ius.  Between  AYest 
Hythe  Bridge,  near  the  Carpenter’s  Arms  and 
the  dam,  is  a  good  place  for  jack.  Speaking  of 
jack,  one  day  last  year.  Sergeant  Blunt,  of  the 
School  of  Musketry,  took  eight  jack  with  live 
roach,  all  of  which  were  over  olb.  in  weight,  and, 
so  far  as  1  can  make  out,  roach  seem  to  bo  a  most 
.successful  bait.  Although  jack  are  frequently 
taken  spinning  with  a  spoon,  &c  ,  I  prefer  a  live 
dace  on  a  single  gut  hook,  with  the  gut  as  fine  as 
possible,  and  the  best  that  can  be  obtained  in  case 
of  hooking  a  good  fish;  the  canal  being  very 
bright  and  clear  and  rather  weedy,  but  when 
discoloured  after  heavy  rains — more  especially 
between  Hythe  and  Seabrook — and  always  at  the 
so-called  culverts  draining  the  uplands  and  hills, 
where  it  looks  as  though  it  had  been  mixed  with 
lime  and  very  thick  ;  it  is  altogether  too  thick  for 
live  baiting,  but  a  certain  distance,  say  150  yards 
from  this  discolouration,  at  some  points  of  the 
canal  it  again  becomes  fine.  As  an  instance,  it 
was  too  thick  to  fish  at  the  drain  below  the  third 
bend  or  “  angle  ”  from  Hythe,  but  at  the  angle 
itself  the  water  was  very  clear,  as  stated.  It  is 
generally  in  the  worst  pickle  at  the  town,  where 
the  water,  owing  to  the  chalky  nature  of  the  soil 
and  the  mortar-like  state  of  the  streets  and  roads, 
pours  in  a  liquid  like  soiled  milk,  and  it  takes 
a  considerable  time  to  fine  down. 

Harking  back  to  jack,  I  cannot  help  saying 
that  it  is  astonishing  what  a  large  dace  a  small 
jack  will  attempt  to  pouch.  Similarly,  small 
perch  will  try  and  pouch  preposterously  large 
gudgeon.  This  is  the  one  great  drawback  to  live 
baiting  with  dace,  but  nine  times  out  of  ten, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  gyrations  the  float  under¬ 
goes  from  the  first  bob,  now  up,  now  down,  now 
here,  now  there,  with  anon  a  short  erratic  run 
and  its  disappearance,  until  the  final,  steady, 
and  deliberate  revolving  of  the  reel ;  the  tyro 
may  know  that  a  baby  jack  is  trying  his  level 
best  to  get  outside  the  lure,  and  there  is  as  much 
diti'erence  in  the  said  baby  jack  taking  a  minnow 
as  there  is  between  the  way  in  which  a  cat  and 
dog  eat  a  bit  of  meat,  for  in  the  latter  case  it 
is  often  instantly  gulped.  Out  of  the  four 
precious  dace  I  had  been  at  no  end  of  trouble  to 
reserve  for  the  last  day,  in  the  hope  of  taking  a 
good  fish,  I  had  (to  my  intense  disgust)  four  runs 
within  an  hour  from  these  pests,  catching  three, 
two  being  unsi/.eable  and  returned.  One  thing, 
they  were  in  beautiful  condition,  and  splendidly 
mottled,  and  young  jack  are  devoid  of  that 
peculiar  twang  that  is  so  often  left  after  par¬ 
taking  of  large  jiike,  in  other  words,  the  flesh  is 
more  delicate  and  tasty.  Fine  large  stoneloach 
they  would  not  have  at  any  price,  neither  I  nor  a 
local  angler  having  the  ghost  of  a  run.  To  my 
surprise,  none  of  the  three  anglers  I  met  had 
ever  seen  any  of  these  fish,  and,  as  dace  cannot 
be  obtained  in  this  locality,  roach  are  mostly 
used  by  local  anglers  for  taking  hoth  jack  and 
eels. 

{To  he  continued.) 


The  educational  exhibit  at  the  AYorld’s  Fair 
is  to  have  the  space  it  requires.  A  new  build¬ 
ing,  costing  Sl’20,000  has  been  ordered  for  the 
ethnological  exhibit,  which  accordingly  is  thereby 
removed  from  the  M.anufacturers’  and  Liberal 
Arts  building,  thus  allowing  more  space  for  the 
educational  exhibit. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  FISHING  IN 
IRELAND. 


By  L.  S.  G. 


Most  fly  fishers  prefer,  perhaps,  trout  fishing 
ill  river,  brook,  or  beck,  to  trout  fishing  on  a 
lake.  Fishing  a  stream  a  man  may  wander  on, 
a  true  disciple  of  old  Izaak,  indulging  in  his 
own  fancies,  observing  the  beauties  of  nature, 
keenly  alive  above  all  to  the  forms  of  insect  life, 
yet  not  forgetful  of  his  art,  so  that  the  twilight 
of  a  successful  day  guides  him  homeward  with 
a  full  creel.  Upon  a  lake  the  angler  cau  scarcely 
navigate  his  craft  and  cast  the  bees,  ho  must 
have  a  henchman,  and  whether  it  be  taciturn 
Sandy,  the  Scotch  gillie,  or  voluble  Pat  Flinnigan, 
of  the  “  auld  couiithry,”  the  meditation  dear  to 
the  brethren  of  the  rod  has  perforce  to  be 
abandoned,  and  too  often,  particularly  on  strange 
waters,  the  fisherman  is  entirely  dependent  on 
the  oarsman. 

Well  can  I  remember  some  days  of  ily  fishing 
ou  Lake  Ennel,  in  AVestmeath.  Cloudy  days  in 
April,  W’ith  soaking  showers  and  boisterous 
south-w'est  winds,  raking  up  “  w'hite  horses,”  on 
which  our  boat  leaped  and  dauced,  hot  bright 
days  in  May  and  early  June,  with  the  sunlight 
glinting  on  the  rippling  water  as  w'e  floated 
before  the  gentle  breeze,  yet  in  all  these  change¬ 
ful  moods  of  the  great  lake,  we  generally  took 
fish.  Pleasant  times  those  were  when,  starting 
early  in  the  morning,  wind  and  weather  pro¬ 
pitious,  I  found  myself  rowing  out  of  some 
secluded  bay  ;  seated  in  the  stern,  my  comrade  in 
the  bows,  and  between  us,  now  tugging  at  the 
sculls,  a  youth,  who  gave  his  imagination  full 
scope  in  matters  piscatorial.  “  AVell,  Tim,”  I 
asked,  when  we  shot  out  into  the  open  lake, 
“what  bank  shall  we  take?”  “  Och  !  the  other 
soide,  your  honour,  to-day.  Sure  the  wind’s 
roight  for  that.  It’s  a  lovely  curl  that’s  on  the 
wather,”  and  Tim  was  right.  In  a  few  minutes 
we  were  under  the  shore,  riding  broadside 
on,  gently  rising  and  falling  on  the  waves, 
and  each  man  casting  alternately  in  front  of 
the  boat,  and  to  his  side.  I  held  the  seat 
nearest  the  bank,  which  was  deeply  fringed 
with  a  broad  belt  of  tall  reeds,  and  there¬ 
fore  had  slightly  the  pull  of  my  companion.  I 
found  it  more  profitable  to  cast  tow’ards  the  reeds 
than  before  the  skiff.  The  fish  were  waiting 
beneath  the  swaying,  bending  forest  for  what 
luck  might  throw  in  their  way,  and  came  bound¬ 
ing  forward  as  the  flies  fell  and  retired,  either 
leaping  madly  at  the  droppers  or  curling  round 
the  stretcher.  My  comrade  did  not  do  so  badly 
in  the  deeper  water  before  and  around  him ;  and 
thus  the  day  would  wear  on,  as  we  glided  forward 
to  the  “  sw'ish,  swish  ”  of  the  rods,  and  the  lapping 
of  the  ripple  against  the  planks  of  our  somewhat 
clumsy  craft.  Then  came,  from  time  to  time,  a 
“  chuck,”  as  the  yielding  hickory  bent  to  some 
hooked  fish,  and  the  pleased  augler  saw  the 
golden  gleam  beneath  his  fly,  or  felt  the  heavy 
drag  from  the  midst  of  the  bulging  ring  far  in 
front  of  him.  Now  the  line  courses  to  and  fro 
through  the  water,  the  boat  twists  and  turns  to 
prevent  a  foul,  a  splashing  contest  succeeds  upon 
the  surface,  and  then  Tim  either  nets  or  gaffs 
“a  rale  rattler.”  I  say  gaff,  for  Tim  had  the 
greatest  objection  to  the  trouble  and  waste  of 
time  entailed  by  removing  hooks  from  a  landing 
net.  He  tad  filed  down  a  large  salmon  hook, 
lashed  the  name  to  a  fitting  handle,  and  with  this 
primitive  weapon  he  made  the  most  unerring 
shots,  and,  “  widout  spoiling  the  throuts  for  your 
honour’s  table,”  would  bring  in  many  a  lively 
fish,  and  small  ones,  too,  neatly  nicked  about  the 
gills.  All  honour  to  Tim ;  it  is  not  everyone  that 
can  gaff  a  struggling  trout  from  a  boat,  sometimes 
in  what  one  might  call  a  heavy  sea.  Where  no 
beds  of  reeds  encircled  the  shore,  or  where  the 
banks  were  not  precipitous,  with  deep  w’ater 
beneath,  we  kept  farther  out  from  land ;  at  other 
times  we  cast  the  shallows  in  mid-lake,  and  here, as 
a  rule,  the  fish  were  larger.  But  the  “gran  sport,” 
according  to  the  natives,  was  wheu  the  green 
drakes  were  “on.”  Approach  the  lake  at  that  time 
and  every  “gossoon”  assailed  you  with  invitations 
to  purchase  delapidated  boxes,  or  wide-mouthed 
bottles,  filled  with  the  hapless  insects.  Daping 
or  dibbing  is,  to  my  mind,  a  rather  spiritless,  if 
not  poaching  business.  As  the  impaled  Mayflies, 


on  the  blow-line  float  over  the  translucent  wave, 
the  trout,  in  most  instances,  such  them  down. 
There  is  little  of  the  fire  and  dash  of  the  fish  as 
at  the  artificial  lure ;  of  course  the  contest  for  the 
mastery  remains  the  same.  There  were  pike  also 
in  Ennel.  Returning  from  fishing,  one  summer’s 
evening,  w’e  baited  some  gimp  spinning  tackle 
with  perch,  their  back  fins  being  cut  off,  and 
rowed  down  the  lake.  The  perch  is  not  a  brilliant 
fish  in  June,  but  we  took  some  small  jack,  and 
three  pike,  the  largest  91b.  They  were  all  miser¬ 
able  creatures,  and  confessing  we  were  cockney 
sportsmen  enough  not  to  care  to  kill  pike  in 
summer,  even  in  trout  stocked  waters,  in  future 
we  left  A’so.k  Indus  alone. 

Only  once  had  I  a  tussle  with  a  salmon  in  this 
lake.  1  was  on  ray  way  to  the  salmon  beat  when 
it  fell  dead  calm,  there  would  not  have  been  a 
prospect  of  success  with  the  fly.  AVhatwastobe 
done?  “Troy  trailing,”  suggested  Bat,  the  lad 
who  was  rowing  me,  “  I  know  whei’e  there’s  min¬ 
nows.”  He  shot  off  to  the  mouth  of  a  small 
beck  that  ran  into  the  lake,  and  hurried  away 
with  a  lauding  net,  w’hile  1  prepared  my  spinning 
tackle.  In  twenty  minutes  the  eager  boy  returned 
with  a  good  store  of  red,  ])lump  minnows,  just  in 
that  state  when  the  salmon  are  supposed  to  affect 
them  most.  Choosing  a  large  one,  gorgeous  with 
all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow,  I  quickly  adjusted 
it  to  a  stout  salmon  gut  trace,  slightly  leaded, 
and,  shoving  off,  with  a  long  line  commenced  to 
trail  up  the  shore,  where  the  salmon  were  stated 
to  have  their  hold.  AVe  rowed  up  the  water 
sacred  to  the  lordly  fish,  but  nothing  came  of  it, 
and,  to  say  the  truth,  I  thought,  and  still  think, 
trailing  for  salmon  in  a  lake  is  but  poor  sport ; 
then,  having  reached  our  limit,  after  a  rest  for 
the  lad,  and  with  a  fresh  but  equally  attractive 
bait,  I  turned  for  another  trial.  During  our 
upward  course  I  had  spied  a  great  white  boulder 
lying  many  feet  deep,  and  noting  a  tree  or  two 
on  the  bank  at  the  time,  as  we  came  back  I 
ordered  my  oarsman  to  sweep  out,  rowing 
cautiously,  and  then  to  tn  ist  in,  bringing  the  line 
well  over  the  rock.  Deftly  Pat  carried  out  my 
wishes.  This  time  the  boat  had  not  scared 
the  fish  that  harboured  there,  I  felt  a  gentle 
pluck  first,  then  a  tug,  the  rod  bent — I  was  into 
a  salmon.  AVith  a  run  the  fish  rushed  outwards  to 
deep  water,  then  he  bored  down ;  but  we  were  close 
upon  him,  or  rather  above  him,  the  shivering  rod 
forming  a  beautiful  curve,  and  the  line  gyrating 
round  and  round  in  circles.  Playing  a  fish  from 
a  boat  on  a  lake  is  doubtless  exciting  work,  but 
it  wants  the  spirit  of  the  contest  from  the  rivei’’a 
bank.  The  quarry  is  never  seen  till  the  last, 
there  is  no  stream  to  aid  or  impede  the  fish,  no 
rapid  for  him  to  take  to,  shallows,  rocks  and 
snags  are  alike  absent,  and  the  angler  is  pretty 
much  at  ease.  The  fisher  has  not  to  course  up 
and  down  the  bank,  climb  obstructions,  or  enter 
the  water ;  he  can  give  his  whole  attention  to  the 
work  in  hand.  Thus  it  was  with  my  salmon  on 
that  day.  Q.uite  invisible,  he  went  hither  and 
thither,  here  and  there,  always  pursued  by  the 
boat,  until  at  last  the  trace  appeared  above  the 
surface,  and  bright  flashes  gleamed  in  the  depths. 
Pat  was  an  active  and  intelligent  “  bhoy,”  he  had 
plenty  to  say  when  rowing  or  tiout  fishing,  but 
once  a  salmon  was  hooked,  ho  was  as  mute  as  the 
deaf  adder.  Pulling  out  gillaroos  was  mere 
trifling,  playing  a  “  frish  run,”  a  solemn  mattei’ — 
“  rale  business.”  Pat  looked  at  me  when  he  saw 
the  gut,  then  he  shipped  his  sculls.  The  fish 
splashed  on  the  surface,  rolled  over,  I  drew  him 
slithering  alongside.  Then  came  a  gleam  of 
steel,  a  haul,  and  the  fight  was  over.  “  Iliviu  if 
an  ounst,”  cried  Pat,  “  and  bedad  he  was  in  the 
say,  tin  moile  away,  yisterday  mornin’.” 

I  had  another  combat  with  a  big  fish,  a  fero.c, 
on  Lough  Melvin.  Late  one  summer’s  evening  I 
was  rowing  home,  after  trout  fishing,  trailing 
two  rods,  one  baited  with  an  artificial  minnow, 
“  just  to  put  a  trout  or  two  more  on  the  top  of  the 
basket,”  as  Pat  observed,  the  other  with  a  Jenkin, 
which  I  regret  to  say  is  a  parr.  Twilight  was 
drawing  in,  the  stars,  one  by  one,  were  beginning 
to  twinkle  overhead,  and  I  was  sitting  watching 
the  distant  landscape  fade  away  into  dark  blue 
beyond  the  sheen  of  the  calm  water.  We  were 
rounding  a  rocky  point,  when  the  Jenkin  rod, 
with  a  crash,  darted  from  its  resting  place  in  the 
stroke  rowlock,  and  the  reel  began  to  discourse 
sweet,  very  sweet  music.  “Frox,”  shouted  Pat. 
I  was  up  in  an  infetant,  and  while  my  now  dumb 
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shipmate  reeled  in  the  phantom,  I  began  to 
negotiate  the  impatient  stranger.  The  tactics  of 
this  fish  were  peculiar ;  he  darted  off,  keeping 
but  a  few  feet  under  water,  taking  off  yards  of 
line,  and  giving  Pat,  already  wearied  with  a 
sharp  day’s  work,  a  long  chase.  We  must  have 
gone  over  acres  of  the  lake  before  the  fish  finally 
bored  down,  and  was  somewhat  beneath  the  point 
of  my  rod.  Darkness  had  fallen ;  I  could  only 
follow'  the  line,  as  it  hissed  too  and  fro,  by  the 
phosphorescent  light.  “  Can  you  see  to  gaff, 
Pat,”  I  asked  hurriedly.  “If  I  had  to  fale 
the  w’ay  to  my  mouth,  your  honour,  I’d  take 
him.”  My  boy’s  confidence  in  himself  was 
rightly  placed.  There  came  a  splashing,  a 
glitter,  a  turmoil,  a  silvery  mass  rolled  towards 
the  boat,  and  Pat  had  the  “  frox  ”  without  more 
ado  over  the  gunwale.  The  trout,  which  only 
weighed  81b.,  had  been  hooked  outside  the  gills. 
Down  in  the  depths  in  the  gloaming,  he  had 
come  too  near  in  his  inspection  of  the  twisting 
enigma,  a  triangle  had  struck  him  ;  he  became 
an  inmate  of  my  larder. 

Another  lake  that  1  remember  in  Leitrim 
really  contained  good  trout.  1  was  staying  with 
a  friend  who  pocsessed  a  very  convenient  acces- 
soiy  to  a  fisherman's  wants — a  boat,  and  a  good 
boat,  that  fitted  on  a  four  wheeled  carriage  or 
bogie,  and  could  be  mounted  or  dismounted  at 
will  with  ease.  Off  we  w'ent  one  morning,  bump¬ 
ing  and  rolling  along  the  boreens,  until  we  came 
into  a  most  desolate  bit  of  the  country,  all  waste 
land  and  bog,  and  in  the  midst  of  it  rippled  the 
small  lough  we  sought,  and  whose  waters  we  had 
been  told  contained  “  iligant  throuts.”  Luckily 
a  stone  causeway  led  through  the  swamps  to  our 
goal,  and  we  were  quickly  at  the  water’s  side  and 
launched  our  skiff.  Then,  having  engaged  the 
cottager  who  had  charge  of  the  lake,  and  could 
row,  we  pushed  off.  For  once  we  had  not  been 
deceived  in  the  capabilities  of  our  venture.  The 
lough,  though  only  about  two  miles  long,  and  one 
broad,  was  shallow,  full  of  reefs,  and  though  sur¬ 
rounded  by  marshes,  was  as  clear  as  crystal.  The 
fish  were  good,  nearly  always  half-a-pound,  some¬ 
times  well  over  ;  and  there  being  a  fine  ripple  on 
from  the  stiff  breeze,  and  alternate  cloud  and 
sunshine,  we  did  well.  The  Mayfly  season  was 
long  over,  and  the  trout  leapt  at  anything, 
though  they  seemed  to  prefer  a  lied  Palmer. 
Floating  on  before  the  wind,  we  enjoj’ed  excel¬ 
lent  sport,  heaps  of  beauties  tilled  our  creels, 
but  when  wo  had  reached  the  end  of  the 
lake,  an  ominous  change  came  over  the  weather. 
Erin  is  celebrated  for  her  varying  clime; 
it  commenced  to  blow  a  gale,  and  poured 
in  torrents ;  but,  nothing  daunted,  we  turned 
to  row  up  against  the  storm  with  a  view 
to  fishing  agaiir.  The  native  and  I  pulled  on 
with  all  our  might,  my  friend  sitting  in  the  stern, 
with  his  head  well  bent  down,  resisting  the 
driving  blast.  Suddenly,  without  warning,  we  ran 
on  a  reef,  the  bows  shot  up  high  and  dry,  firmly 
fixed  on  the  rock,  and  the  water  poured  through 
the  bulging  planks.  Here  was  a  mess.  The  shore 
was  equi-distant,  more  than  a  (luarter  of  a  mile 
on  either  hand.  Paddy  nearly  wept,  loudly 
declaring  he  could  not  swim,  while  the  boat 
remained  immovable,  the  water  increasing  on  us 
every  moment.  Some  effort  was  necessary.  I 
divested  myself  of  my  lower  garments  and 
stepped  out  upon  the  reef,  How  sharp  the  rocks 
were,  and  how  heavy  the  skiff,  but  with  the  help 
of  my  friends  I  lifted  her  off,  and  we  hurried 
“  hard  all  ”  to  land.  We  grounded  not  a  moment 
too  soon.  Creels,  clothing,  lunch,  all  were 
swamped,  nothing  “  was  droy,”  as  our  henchman 
remarked,  “  save  the  whisky.”  Determined  not 
to  lose  our  fishing,  my  comrade  despatched 
I’addy  to  a  house  for  some  old  cask  hoops,  nails, 
and  a  hammer,  and,  explaining  how  the  repairs 
were  to  be  effected,  we  strode  off  to  the  stream 
that  ran  out  of  the  lough.  How  different  was 
the  brook,  if  brook  it  could  be  called,  from  the 
bright  and  beautiful  lake  as  we  had  seen  it  in  the 
morning.  The  water  oozed  between  the  high 
banks  turbid  and  muddy,  the  colour  of  porter, 
and  not  a  stone  or  rapid  to  be  seen.  Standing 
at  least  six  feet  above  the  stream  we  commenced 
casting  with  our  dai'kest  flies.  Trout  came,  but 
such  trout,  fish  all  head  and  no  body — veritable 
leeches  with  fishes’  heads  ;  and  as  for  colour,  one 
might  have  squeezed  ink  from  them.  Disgusted, 
wc  retarned  to  our  shipwright.  Ho  had  made  a 
“  nate  job,”  as  he  said,  nailing  the  thin  strips  of 


iron  over  the  fractured  planks,  and  we  re-embarked. 
Disappointment  met  us.  Though  the  sun  shone 
out  brightly  now,  and  nature  seemed  to  have 
recovered  her  equanimity,  the  fish  were  “put 
down,”  not  a  trout  rose  to  our  most  fascinating 
selections,  and,  giving  it  up  as  no  use,  we  jotted 
home. 

{To  he  continued.) 


“  This  pleafant  curiuj'ilie  of  Fifli  and  Fifhiiuj  has  been 
thoufiht  n'orthy  the  pens  and  practices  ofdivei-s  in  other 
Nations,  which  have  been  reputed  men  of  r/reat  Learning 
and  Wifdome.”  Izaak  Walton. 


Therk  is,  not  unnaturally,  a  considerable  stir, 
among  Thames  anglers  concerning  the  draft  of 
the  proposed  bye-laws,  which  has  not,  so  far  as  I 
can  hear,  been  well  received  in  any  quarter.  One 
who  is  perhaps  the  greatest  living  authority  on 
Thames  Fishery  Preservation,  wrote  me  this  week 
that  he  was  “  more  than  amazed he  was 
“  astonished  and  disgusted.”  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Conservators  as  a  body  mean  well,  and 
have  partly  erred  through  ignorance  of  Thames 
fishery  matters,  but  they  most  certainly  are  to 
blame  for  lending  a  ready  oar  to  men  who  ask  for 
increased  netting  privileges,  and  a  restriction  on 
fish  culture  by  the  public,  and  for  not  giving  due 
consideration  to  the  very  men  who  are  best  able 
to  advise  them  on  the  subject  of  Thames  Fishery 
Preservation,  and  whose  advice  they  asked  but 
have  not  taken. 


Conservators  of  the  Thames  and  other  rivers 
surely  ought  t®  know,  without  it  being  brought 
to  their  notice  by  a  humble  person  like  myself, 
that  the  object  of  fishery  bye-laws  is  to  increase, 
or  at  any  rate  maintain,  a  proper  stock  of 
fish.  What  were  these  worthy  people  of  Tower 
Hill  thinking  of  when  they  for  one  instant 
listened  to  the  suggestion  that  the  owners  of 
private  fisheries  should  use  nets  of  a  smaller 
mesh  than  is  at  present  legal  ;  and  that  anyone 
claiming  a  private  fishery  should  be  allowed  to 
net  without  first  obtaining  the  licence  to  do  so, 
which  is  now  necessary  ?  For  years  no  netting 
has  taken  place  in  the  Thames  above  Staines,  if 
we  except  a  little  done  by  the  watermen,  and 
some  netting  of  flooded  meadows  by  certain 
riparian  owners.  If  there  are  persons  who  w'ish 
to  have  increased  netting  facilities,  and  to  be 
allowed  to  use  nets  of  a  smaller  mesh  than  are 
now  legal,  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  there  are 
persons  who  intend  to  use  nets  in  the  river,  and 
that  on  no  small  scale.  That  point  ought  to  be 
understood  and  remembered.  I  repeat  there  are 
persons  who  want  to  use  nets  in  the  Thames  on 
a  considerable  scale.  One  can  come  to  no  other 
conclusion. 


Is  it,  I  would  ask,  either  in  the  interest.s  of  the 
public  or  of  the  owners  of  private  fisheries  them¬ 
selves,  that  this  netting  should  be  allowed  If 
the  Thames  fisheries  have  any  value  at  all,  it  is  in 
respect  of  the  sport  they  afford  to  anglers.  The 
food  fish  ai'e  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  make 
netting  pay,  except  it  were  carried  on  by  very  poor 
persons,  who  might  sell  the  fish  they  caught  by 
their  own  labour,  to  cottagers  for  small  sums.  It 
would  not  pay  the  riparian  owners  to  net.  But  if 
the  riparian  owners  commence  to  net,  either  for  the 
fun  of  the  thing,  or  out  of  pure  cussedness,  or  with 
the  idea  of  making  money  oiat  of  it,  or  for  any  other 
reason,  there  are  a  number  of  persons  (small  men 
who  own  a  coal  wharf,  or  a  small  pnb.,  or  a  mill,  or 
any  other  river  frontage)  who  will  claim  as 
riparian  owners  the  right  to  put  a  net  in  the  river 
opposite  their  frontages.  The  riparian  owners 
who  have  asked  for  these  netting  privileges, 
probably  have  not  considered  the  extent  to  which 
netting  might  be  carried  on  if  their  application 
was  acceded  to,  and  would  be  the  first  to  raise 
up  their  hands  against  any  of  the  said  small 
men  joutting  in  nets.  Yet  who  is  to  stop  themp 
Who  will  commence  expensive  legal  proceedings, 
the  end  of  which  would  be  involved  in  the 
greatest  uncertainty,  to  stop  Mr.  Jones  of 
Thames-side  Mill,  or  Mr.  Kobinson  of  the  Weir- 
head  Inn,  from  netting  in  front  of  their  little 
pfoperlic's  P  I  hope  my  dear  friends  the  o’onser- 


vators  will  think  the  matter  well  out  before 
yielding  to  suggestions  which  have  been  made 
them  by  persons  who  are,  with  all  respect, 
ridiculously  sensitive  of  any  restraint  on  their 
rights  of  property.  Yet  these  same  men  uphold 
game  laws,  which  prohibit  them  from  shooting 
on  their  own  land  for  a  portion  of  the  year.  They 
very  ])roperly  love  those  infringements  on  their 
rights,  let  them  have  the  good  sense  to  see  that 
the  fishery  bye-laws,  which  have  hitherto,  during 
many  years  prevented  netting  in  the  waters  of 
the  upper  Thames,  are  as  much  to  their  interests 
as  the  game  laws  which  stop  them  and  their 
neighbours  from  shooting  out  of  season.  Fishing 
preservation  benefits  owners  of  fisheries  even 
more  than  it  does  the  public. 


One  more  word  about  netting.  1  have  some¬ 
times  heard  persons  remark — and  twice  out  of 
the  three  occasions  on  which  the  remark  was 
made  the  remarkers  were  old  poachers — that 
netting  is  good  for  a  river ;  that  there  arc  more 
fish  in  it  when  netting  is  carried  on  than  when 
there  is  no  netting.  A  many  years  ago,  when 
netting  was  more  common,  fish  were  doubtless 
more  plentiful ;  that  is  true  enough,  but  it  is  not 
easy  to  see  how,  if  there  are  fifty  thousand  fish 
in  a  river  and  you  net  out  ten  thousand,  the 
remaining  forty  thousand  exceed  the  fifty 
thousand  in  number.  Possibly  the  theory  is 
that  in  rivers  like  the  Thames,  by  netting  out 
the  jack  and  large  trout,  chub  and  perch,  you 
take  out  what  may  be  termed  fish  destroyers,  and 
the  fish  which  remain  will  increase  and  multiply 
in  consequence.  It  is  doubtless  good  to  get  jack 
out  of  a  trout  stream,  but  we  know,  on  sound 
evidence,  that  rivers,  such  as  the  Thames,  Duse, 
Trent,  Kennet,  Severn,  &c.,  may  all  tsem  with 
voracious  fish  and  yet  swarm  with  roach  and 
other  fish.  Take  the  Hampshire  Avon,  for 
instance;  that  used  to  be  about  the  best  jack 
river  in  England,  and  at  the  same  time  there 
was  no  river  like  iu  for  roach.  Jack  swarmed 
and  yet  roach  were  large  and  plenuful.  Take 
the  Ouse,  which  flows  by  Huntingdon  and  St. 
Ives.  That  used  to  be,  w'hen  I  knew  it  well,  a 
river  second  only  to  the  Avon  for  pike  and  perch. 
I  have  more  than  once  had  a  dozen  good  pike 
out  of  it  in  a  day’s  fishing  and  some  splendid 
bags  of  perch.  Yet  that  river,  though  so  full  of 
pike,  simply  stinks  of  roach  and  bream.  1  and 
a  friend  had  twenty-four  dozen  good  roach  one 
wet  day  from  one  swim,  and  not  twenty  yards 
away  from  that  swim,  on  another  occasion,  I 
lauded  eleven  jack  without  moving  my  boat. 
Does  that  not  look  as  if  roach  and  jack  can  live 
together  and  thrive  in  one  and  the  same  stream. 
If  further  evidence  wei’e  wanted  I  could  give 
many  similar  instances  to  prove  the  truth  of  my 
contention  that  in  a  stream  suitable  for  coarse  fish, 
coarse  fish  of  all  kinds  will  thrive  and  multiply 
even  though  certain  species  feed  on  others. 


Why  then  have  the  fish  decreased  in  the 
Thames  ?  The  reasons  are,  in  my  opinion,  first, 
the  steam  trattic,  which  has  the  effect  of  ruining 
fisheries,  both  in  salt  water  and  fresh.  ’  I  have 
often  read  of  inlets  of  the  sea  which  once  teemed 
with  fish,  but  are  now  deserted  since  the  steamers 
began  to  ply  in  them.  With  the  increase  of 
steam  launches  fish  have  decreased  in  the  Thames. 
Anglers  themselves  have  caused  fish  to  decrease. 
They  ai’e  so  clever,  they  make  such  big  bags, 
there  are  so  many  of  them  nowadays,  that  in  some 
cases  the  natural  resources  of  rivers  are  not  equal 
to  the  strain  put  upon  them.  Perch  owe  their 
decrease  principally  to  the  swans.  The  violent 
winter  floods  which  tear  down  the  river,  thanks 
to  the  improved  drainage  of  land,  and  the  new 
weirs,  may  also  have  something  to  do  with  it ;  I 
think  so,  but  am  not  certain.  But  as  to  the  steam 
traffic,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  that  in  particular 
is  the  great  cause  of  the  decrease  of  fish.  Fish 
shed  their  eggs,  and  down  comes  tug  or  launch 
with  great  wash  and  wave,  and  away  the  eggs  are 
swept,  to  be  eaten  up  by  minnows  and  stickle¬ 
backs.  (Jne  could  write  columns  on  this  subject, 
but  let  it  be  hoped  I  have  said  enough  to  prove 
that  at  a  time  when  predatory  fish  are  scarce  in 
the  Thames,  the  making  of  them  still  scarcer  by 
netting  would  not  improve  matters.  Be  it  noted 
that  at  the  time  fishing  generally  was  better  in 
the  Thames,  thei’e  were  more  pike  and  iierch  than 
there  ai'e  now. — Temi’ear. 
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STEEL  AS  APPLIED  TO  RODS.— 
ALUMINIUM  REELS. 

Sir,— I  was  very  much  pleased  to  see  in  an 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  sketch  of  a  new 
rod  brought  out  by  Messrs.  Poster,  Ashbourne, 
in  which  they  have  utilised  the  metal  in  its 
proper  place,  i.e.,  at  the  circumference,  not  at  the 
centre,  using  the  tensional  strength  of  the  steel 
rather  than  its  flexibility,  and,  in  consequence, 
using  it  to  the  best  advantage.  I  take  a  great 
interest  in  metal  as  applied  to  rods,  having  tried, 
some  years  ago,  experiments  with  tubes  of  steel, 
both  solid,  drawn,  and  rolled ;  the  former  are 
difricult  to  temper  evenly  when  of  any  length, 
while  the  latter  lack  stability,  and  feel  heavy  in 
the  hand  for  the  power  they  bring  into  play. 

My  next  experiment  was  with  six  wires  of 


As  for  reels,  why  cannot  anglers  get  aluminium 
reels  at  a  moderate  price  .®  Alummium  is  ((uite 
a  cheap  metal  at  present,  the  wholesale  ])rice 
being,  delivered  in  this  country,  about  As.  per  lb. ; 
while  gun  metal,  out  of  which  I  take  it  tiie  best 
reels  are  now  made,  will  be  about  lOd.  per  lb.  But 
aluminium  has  about  three  and  a-half  times  the 
bulk  of  gun-metal,  so  that  in  two  reels  of  equal 
size  the  cost  of  metal  ought  to  be  about  the  same. 
I  suppose,  however,  some  trade  traditions  stand 
in  the  way ;  but  one  would  have  thought  some 
young  enterprising  Arm  would  have  taken  up  the 
matter  by  this  time.  In  America  they  are  mak¬ 
ing  cycles  of  an  alloy  of  aluminium  and  titanium 
at  one-half  the  usual  price,  so  why  cannot  the 
smaller  article,  the  fishing  reel,  be  made  also  at  a 
corresponding  figure?  The  workmanship  w'ould 


1  L 


CorresjJonti^n« 

Il'e  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
e.rpressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  (rperi- 
■ment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 

A  QUERY  ABOUT  TRAILING. 

De.mi  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  give  your  opinion 
in  your  next  issue  as  to  whether  a  bye-law  pro¬ 
hibiting  trailing,”  without  giving  any  definition 
of  the  word  trailing,  would  prohibit  a  person 
from  walking  along  a  river  or  canal  bank  and 
dragging  in  the  water  with  rod  and  line  a  bait  or 
lure  with  hooks  attached,  such  person  only 
occasionally  taking  his  bait  from  the  water  to 
make  a  fresh  start  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  ToWXSUEND  COBBOLl). 

Derby  Lodge,  Ipswich. 

[Unless  a  bye-law  prohibited  fishing  in  this 
way  from  the  bank  it  would  not  apply.  The 
proposed  Thames  bye-law  refers  to  dragging  or 
trailing  a  bait  behind  a  boat. — Ed.] 


“THE  ROSSES,”  DONEGAL. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent,  “  H.  A.  P.,”  in  his 
interesting  communication  on  fishing  for  sea 
trout  in  the  lochs  near  Dungloe,  kindly  men¬ 
tioned  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  give  any 
further  information,  if  desired.  Hence  1  venture 
to  seek  his  advice  as  to  his  flies — which  are  the 
best  for  those  waters.  During  a  late  visit,  my 
experience  was  too  limited  to  arrive  at  any  con¬ 
clusions  as  to  the  best  colours  under  particular 
circumstances  of  sky  and  clouds.  As  noted  by 
“  H.  A.  P.,”  an  outing  in  that  wild  district  is 
most  enjoyable,  and  I  may  add  that  Boyle’s 
Hotel  (with  post  and  telegraph  office  on  base¬ 
ment),  was  found  satisfactory  in  all  respects. — 
Yours,  cfc.,  _  G.  E.  S. 


THAMES  FISHING  REPORTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  for  inserting  my  letter 
in  your  issue  of  Dec.  2-k  “B’s”  reply  is  a 
rambling  affair,  reaching  from  Richmond  to 
Staines ;  still  he  backs  up  the  statement  of  twenty- 
three  dozen  roach  and  dace  and  twenty  brace  of 
perch  in  one  week,  caught  by  one  fisherman’s 
punts  alone.  Sorry  indeed  should  I  be  to  doubt 
his  honesty  of  purpose,  but  did  he  see  these  fish  ? 
I  should  say  not.  There  has  been  scarcely  a  punt 
out  once  a  week  lately,  and  the  other  fisherman, 
at  Sunbury,  has  not  had  one  out /or  a  month; 
notwithstanding  this,  he  has  had  immense 
catches. 

Did  not  the  “  Anchor  and  Hope  ”  compete  at 
Sunbury  on  the  18th  with  about  twenty  mem¬ 
bers,  and  did  they  not  catch  amongst  them  three 
perch,  weighing  Flh.  ?  And  this  was  the  very  week 
ihe  reported  mighty  takes  were  made,  yet  there 
must  have  been  some  good  anglers  amongst  these 
twenty,  to  say  nothing  of  another  batch  of  eijual 
numbers  who  did  about  the  same  business. 

All  anglers  are  grateful  for  correct  reports, 
and  I  feel  sure  that  you,  Mr.  Editor,  do  your  best 
to  obtain  them  for  us,  for  “fairy  tales  ”  are  worse 
than  useless — they  are  misleading. — Yours  faith¬ 
fully,  W.  H.  Elsaiore. 

C'astelnau,  Barnes,  S.W. 

A  PROFESSIONAL  THAMES  FISHERMAN 
ON  THE  NEW  THAMES  BYE-LAWS. 

Sir, — I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  favour  of 
allowing  me  to  have  a  little  say  respecting  the 
proposed  alterations  in  the  Fishery  Laws.  All 
good,  practical,  and  genuine  anglers  hoped  to  see 
the  size  of  jack  and  chub  considerably  increased, 
•hut  no,  they  seem  really  to  aim  their  shafts  at 
fl'hamcs  professionals  ;  it  is  nearly  time  that  class 
knew  what  would  be  for  their  benefit.  It  is  pro- 
])Oscd  to  make  fence  seasons  for  eels,  and  to  pi-o- 
hibit  the  use  of  a  cast  net  altogether ;  here  I  see 
a  great  hardship  to  many,  to  say  nothing  of 
leaving  the  eels  to  increase  and  multiply  to  an 
alarming  extent.  Only  those  that  have  set  eel 
baskets  can  have  any  idea  of  the  carnivorous 
habit  of  the  eel ;  personally,  I  use  a  cast  net  very 
little,  not  having  had  one  in  my  hands  but  once 
for  seven  months.  I  hope  Thames  professionals 
and  all  whom  it  may  concern  will  look  out  for 
themselves  ere  it  is  too  late.  G.  Lujisdex. 
Datchet. 


as  tempered  cast  steel,  put  through  thin  washers, 
per  section.  All  the  wires  strained  tight,  and  either 
wedged  or  soldered  into  each  of  the  washers. 

This  is  all  very  good  in  theory,  but  the  thin 
wires  are  very  much  exposed  in  use,  and  it  is 
very  difficult  to  alter  the  stiffness  of  such  a  rod 
as  one  would  with  a  whole  wood  rod  with  plane 
or  rasp. 

Another  section  for  a  whole  steel  rod  has 
occurred  to  me,  but  I  haven’t  tried  it,  not  having 
any  suitable  rolling  machinery  at  hand,  and  that 
is  a  whole  steel  rod,  with  a  section  something 
like  pinion  wire,  and  properly  tapered  in  the 
rolling ;  such  a  rod  cou'd  be  corrected  by  filing  a 
little  off  the  ribs. 

I  have  tried  two  modified  forms  of  the  above — 
viz.,  first,  I  took  a  length  of  wood,  and  with  a 
very  thin  and  small  circular  saw  cut  a  series  of 
grooves  radically  into  its  substance,  as  per  sketch. 


Into  each  of  these  was  cemented  a  thin  strip  of 
sheet  steel  of  same  gauge  as  the  saw,  the  whole 
affair  being  filed  flush,  sandpapered,  tied  at 
intervals,  and  varnished  :  the  result  being  a  con¬ 
siderable  increase  in  strength  with  little  addition 
to  the  weight.  The  next  experiment  was  with 
wire.  Six  grooves  were  cut  on  the  rod  joint  to  a 
depth  not  quite  equal  to  the  wire,  which  was 
tempered  cast  steel.  The  wire  was  cemented  into 
these  grooves  and  bound,  like  a  cane  rod,  with 
silk.  The  wire  gave  extra  strength  to  the  wood 
with  little  extra  weight. 

This  latter  plan  seems  to  me  to  be  an  easy  way 
of  strengthening  a  too  supple  rod  at  little  ex¬ 
pense  or  labour,  and  I  must  say  that  I  prefer  it 
to  the  plan  of  Messrs.  Foster,  as  it  is  much  more 
simple,  and,  I  should  say,  far  moi'e  lasting.  In 
Messrs.  Foster’s  plan  the  wire  is  looped  round 
the  rod,  so  that  each  time  the  rod  bends  the 
various  loops  rub  against  each  other  and  will 
finally  we.ar  through.  In  addition,  also,  if  you 
bend  any  metal  you  make  it  weak,  and  in  this 
case,  I  am  afraid,  the  eyes  of  the  loops  will  be 
found  to  be  the  weak  places  in  the  Foster  rod. 

I  dare  say  I  have  not  mentioned  anything  new 
to  most  of  the  readers  of  the  F.  G.,  but  if  I  have, 
I  hope  it  may  be  of  service  to  them,  and  help 
them  to  cast  longer  lines  and  break  fewer  rods. 

The  principle  I  have  aimed  at  is  to  get  the 
stronger  material  on  the  outside,  where  it  can 
exert  the  greatest  leverage,  and  where  its  powers 
can  be  used  to  best  advantage  by  utilising  its 
tensile  power  rather  than  its  resistance  to  being 
bent.  This  principle  has  been  fully  recognised  in 
split  cane  rods,  where  the  outer,  or  harder  and 
denser  skin  is  carefully  preserved,  as  being  the 
chief  factor  in  the  remarkable  power  this  class  of 
rods,  when  well  made,  display ;  and  steel  being  so 
much  stronger,  when  properly  applied,  must  be 
much  superior  to  wood.  If  you  can  replace  wood 
fibre  by  steel  fibre  or  wire,  the  gain  must  be 
immense  both  in  power  and  in  reduction  of 
weight.  You  can,  moreover,  mend  or  renew  a 
steel  wire  if  broken,  but  it  is  quite  a  different 
thing  to  deal  with  the  outer  skin  of  a  split  cane  rod. 


be  the  same,  and  I  always  thought  that  was  what 
one  had  chiefly  to  pay  for  in  a  high  class  reel. 

A  Scot. 

[It  is  unlikely  that  steel  will  ever  supersede 
wood  for  fishing  rods.  This  interesting  letter 
points  out  some  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way. 
Two  years  ago  an  American  steel  fly  rod  was 
given  to  us  ;  it  is  the  best  we  have  seen,  but  far 
from  good.  It  was  made  of  fiat  steel,  beaten 
round  a  core  into  cylinder  shape,  with  the  two 
edges  touching,  but  not  joined. — Ed.] 


THE  THAMES  BYE-LAWS  AND  THE 
CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Sir, — According  to  a  report  in  a  daily  paper,  a 
committee  of  the  Central  Association  approved 
the  draft  of  the  proposed  bye-laws  before  atten¬ 
tion  had  been  called  by  the  Dress  to  certain  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  objectionable  features  in  them ; 
and  that,  at  a  meeting  of  delegates,  the  action  of 
the  committee  was  approved  “  by  a  very  small 
majority.”  According  to  the  report,  the  secretary, 
in  addressing  the  meeting,  said  he  was  pleased 
to  say  that  the  conservators  evidently  thought 
that,  as  a  national  river,  open  to  the  public 
generally,  and  more  especially  the  London  public, 
that  the  old  regulations  were  sufficient  for  the 
])urpose. 

The  committee  of  the  Central  Association  evi¬ 
dently,  I  think,  overlooked  the  intention  of  the 
Thames  Conservators  to  give  to  anyone  claiming 
private  rights  above  the  City  Stone  the  right  to 
net,  and,  be  it  noticed,  withnets  of  a  smaller  mesh 
than  are  now  legil.  I  am  afraid  the  conservators 
care  very  little  for  the  anglers  of  London,  or  any 
other  place,  and  I  warn  London  anglers  against 
being  gulled  by  anything  which  may  be  said  to 
them  at  any  conference  between  them  and  the 
board.  Men  must  be  judged  by  their  acts,  not 
by  their  words,  and  however  much  the  conserva¬ 
tors  may  profes.s,  they  must  be  judged  by  the  fact 
that  they  propose  to  give  a  number  of  persons 
power  to  net  in  the  upper  river,  to  the  certain 
destruction  of  the  fisheries.  That  fact  speaks  for 
itself;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  conservators 
will  bow  before  the  force  of  public  opinion,  and 
withdraw  the  objectionable  bye-laws  which  they 
have  had  drafted. 

I  venture  to  express  a  hope  that  the  Central 
Anglers’  Association  will,  with  other  London 
anglers,  make  a  firm  stand  against  any  encroach¬ 
ments  on  the  rights  of  the  angling  public  on  the 
Upper  Thames,  and  will  protest  most  strongly 
against  this  or  anything  which  would  lead  to 
netting.  A  mistake  has  been  made  clearly,  but 
it  is  not  too  late  for  the  committee  of  the  Central 
Association  to  reconsider  the  matter. — I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A  CoXSERIATOR  OE  FISHERIES 


Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— For  Coughs. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell's  Balaam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Lung  Troubles. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  Reliable. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  18‘i4. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Refuse  Imitations. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Xight  Cough,  Inlluenza 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Ani8ee<l — Coughs  Relieved  Instancy. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  ,  Remedy. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Lion.  Net,  and  Mouse. 

I  Powell’s  Balsam  of  Auiaecd-t-ls.  Ifd,,  2a.  ad. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY.  JANUARY  7,  1893. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


Matters  are  very  quiet  just  now  with  club  anglers  on 
account  of  the  unusual  severity  of  the  weather,  and 
from  what  I  can  glean  very  little  water  now  remains 
open.  The  Lea,  the  Arun,  and  the  Stour  are  alike  ice¬ 
bound,  and  skating  has  commenced  on  the  Thame.s. 
Fishing  is  at  a  standstill  in  the  tidal  waters,  and  the 
daily  papers  are  talking  about  roasting  an  ox  on  the  ice 
at  Richmond  and  Twickenham  I  As  some  slight  com¬ 
pensation  to  their  feelings,  Thames  tidal  anglers  will, 
of  course,  be  invited  to  the  feed.  Under  the  circiim- 
stances,  however,  the  best  thing  the  angler  can  do  is  to 
devote  his  spare  time  to  the  inspection  of  his  tackle  pre- 
parato^  to  making  some  big  bags  when  the  ice  shall 
have  disappeared.  Now  is  the  time,  too,  for  club  con¬ 
certs  and  readings,  and,  although  frost  may  reign 
supreme  by  the  river  bank,  it  will  have  very  little 
influence  round  the  cheery  club-room  Are,  where,  no 
doubt,  many  a  good  story  will  be  related  of  doughty 
deeds  done  in  the  past,  and  many  a  pleasant  evening 
passed.  Secretaries  are  for  ever  grumbling  of  the  poor 
and  late  attendances  made ;  but  one  would  think  that 
anglers  would  delight  to  resort  to  some  of  the  snug  club- 
rooms  and  participate  in  discussions  piscatorial,  or  else 
reach  down  some  volume  of  angling  literature,  and  over 
the  weed  and  a  mug  of  nut  brown  ale  read  of  the  doings 
of  others.  But  I  must  confess  that,  although  I  have 
been  in  many  club-rooms,  I  have  met  with  few  anglers 
engaged  in  a  book.  Not  that  there  was  no  book  to 
engage  in.  In  the  club  case  were  many  volumes,  and 
frequently  old  and  interesting  files  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
Why  the  bookcase  should  be  looked  upon  as  an  orna¬ 
ment,  like  the  specimen  fish,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under¬ 
stand;  and  I  would,  therefore,  especially  at  this  period 
of  the  year,  urge  a  wider  dissemination  of  angling  litera¬ 
ture  in  the  club-room,  and  also  recommend  the  purchase, 
where  funds  will  permit,  of  an  additional  stock  of  books. 


With  regard  to  the  draft  of  the  proposed  new  fishery 
bye-laws  for  the  Thames  I  have  not  much  to  say,  as  the 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  outspokenly  expressed 
what  must  be  the  views  of  all  sportsmanlike  anglers  in 
the  matter.  I  should  be  wanting,  however,  if  I  did  not 
say  what  an  unfortunate  thing  it  is  that  no  heed  has  been 
taken  of  the  sizes  of  fish  and  the  close  season  for  coarse 
fish.  Fancy  baiting  with  undersized  chub  I  This  is 
truly  absurd.  Did  I  not  hear  a  conservator  get  up  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  T.A.P.S.  and  say  “  he  hoped 
the  new  bye-laws  would  do  away  with  the  taking  of 
undersized  fish?  ’  And  yet  we  have  it  proposed  to 
utilise  chub  fry  in  the  form  of  live  bait.  Considering 
that  we  anglers  wish  to  foster  the  chub,  splendid 
fellows  that  they  are  for  giving  sport.  We  have 
four  live  baits — roach,  dace,  bleak,  and  gudgeon — 
which,  I  believe,  the  most  fastidious  angler  is  content 
with.  Touching  the  live-bait  question  again,  it  appears 
that  an  angler  will  be  allowed  to  have  as  many  sizeable 
baits  as  he  likes,  but  only  twenty  unsizeable  fish  in  his 
possession  at  a  time.  The  proposed  abolition  of  the  gaff  is 
truly  absurd,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  know  that  this 
suggestion  will  not  be  carried  into  effect.  I  have  only  a 
word  or  two  more  to  add,  and  that  is  to  say  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  abolition  of  trailing  by  the  conservators  has  heen 
received  with  the  liveliest  satisfaction  by  the  anglers, 
who,  however,  would  also  like  to  hear  that  some  sugges¬ 
tion  had  been  introduced  into  the  draft  with  reference 
to  the  furious  way  in  which  the  steam  launches  are 
allowed  to  plough  up  the  water.  To  see  the  danger  the 
punt  anglers  are  often  placed  in  hy  these  reckless  “river 
reamers”  is  truly  alarming;  whilst  on  the  other  hand 
the  quantity  of  fish  spawn  which  is  annually  ruined  as 
a  result  of  their  exploits,  must  be  something  enormous. 
.Side  by  side  with  the  stoppage  of  trailing,  the  con¬ 
servators  might  surely  have  introduced  a  measure  to 
regulate  the  better  conduct  of  the  steam  launch.  It  is 
the  “  Thames  terror  ”  in  the  summer  months. 


A  FRIEND  of  mine  who  has  been  chubbing  up  the 
Thames  this  frosty  weather,  in  concluding  a  letter  to  me, 
giving  an  account  of  his  excursion,  says  he  never  saw 
the  chub  so  well  on.  He  adds  :  “  They  flopped  the  float 
down  bang  !  ”  What  an  ideal  bite. 


I  AM  pleased  to  be  able  to  announce  that  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  have  just  granted  cheap 
fares  to  anglers  from  Acton,  Ealing,  and  Castle  Hill  to 
the  up  river  stations  as  far  as  Moulsford. 


Eastbourne  is  very  gay  just  now,  and,  according  to 
the  World,  this  charming  seaside  resort  was  never  so 
full  of  visitors  at  this  season  of  the  year  before.  The 
weather  has,  however,  been  terribly  cold,  and,  although 
bright  and  bracing,  it  was  evident,  from  the  crowded 
state  of  the  Parade  on  Wednesday,  that  many  of  the 
holiday  makers  had  hitherto  been  content  to 
watch  the  sea  from  the  grand  establishments 
which  command  such  an  exquisite  view  in  this  town. 
But  Wednesday  was  as  balmy  as  a  spring  day, 
and  the  sea  was  almost  as  calm  as  a  lake.  The 
sun  shone  out  brilliantly,  and  impelled  many  of  the  fair 
sex  to  display  a  pretty  parasol,  not  that  it  was  wanted, 
but  because  it  was  “  the  very  latest.”  Pleasure-boats 
put  off,  and  the  climb  to  Beacby  Head  was  pleasant 
in  the  extreme,  though  top  coats  and  wraps  could 
easily  have  been  dispensed  with. 


But  with  the  strong  and  healthy,  and  people  not  afraid 
of  Jack  Frost,  skating  has  [formed  the  chief  item  of 


amusement  in  the  programme  at  Eastbourne.  Every 
person  of  this  description  is  going  skating.  “  The 
Crumbles  ”  is  the  resort  of  the  day.  The  Crumbles  is 
comprised  in  a  number  of  “  lakes  ”  situated  away  down 
Seaside-road.  Everyone  is  mad  on  the  Crumbles.  If 
you  are  not  an  invalid  and  don’t  visit  the  Crumbles  you 
are  looked  upon  as  being  demented.  The  “  Butcher,  the 
baker,  and  the  candlestick  maker”  are  all  there.  Sir 
John  Jones  and  the  Rev.  So  and  So  all  go  to  the 
Crumbles.  All  the  Eastbourne  ’buses  run  to  the 
Crumbles.  The  town  crier  delivers  quite  a  lecture 
with  regard  to  the  delights  of  the  Crumbles. 


Of  course,  I  went  to  the  Crumbles,  and,  on  returning, 
stopped  to  gaze  upon  a  large-sized  horse-pond  by  the 
road  side,  for  the  reeds  which  waved  in  the  breeze  some¬ 
how  or  the  other  set  me  thinking  what  a  nice  little  shop 
it  looked  for  a  jack.  Little  did  I  think  “that  a  fell 
tyrant  of  the  watery  plain”  had  once  existed  there,  but, 
later  on,  I  heard  on  piscatorial  authority  that  a  summer 
or  two  ago  a  jack  had  been  taken  there  under  extraor¬ 
dinary  circumstances.  The  proprietor  of  an  hostelry 
had  been  very  much  exercised  over  the  mysterious  dis¬ 
appearance  of  his  ducklings.  The  brood  grew  less  by 
one  each  day.  A  London  angler  learned  of  this,  whilst 
participating  in  refreshments,  and  determined  to  keep  a 
watch  on  the  pond.  Arriving  there  early  next  morning  he 
was  in  time  to  seethe  old  lady  marshal  her  ducklings  for 
a  swim.  Almost  the  next  moment  there  was  a  swirl  on 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  the  cruel  jaws  of  a  jack 
closed  over  the  remains  of  one  of  the  hapless  ducklings. 
This  was  enough  for  the  angler,  and,  though  he  was 
considerably  derided  by  both  small  and  large  boys, 
three  days  afterwards,  with  a  live  dace  on  snap  tackle, 
he  ra,n  the  duckling  devourer,  and  put  an  end  to  his 
nefarious  operations  for  ever.  The  fish,  a  long  and 
hungry-looking  brute,  weighed  71b.,  and  how  he  came  in 
the  horse-pond  is  a  mystery  to  this  day,  as,  when  the 
water  was  run  off,  not  another  scale  could  be  found. 


When  anglers  venture  out  in  such  weather  as  we  are 
now  being  treated  to,  they  certainly  deserve  well  of 
success.  It  is  nothing  new  now  to  hear  of  fishermen 
who  have  had  the  rings  on  the  rod  blocked  with  ice,  and 
the  linefropn  to  it.  Indeed,  it  is  just  on  the  cards  that 
the  punt,  like  the  steamer  which  recently  arrived  at  an 
American  port,  will  reach  the  shore  looking  as  if  it  had 
come  from  the  Arctic  regions,  with  the  beer  bottle  in¬ 
closed  in  a  coating  of  ice,  and  icicles  adhering  to  the 
enthusiast’s  beard  and  moustache.  This  week,  Mr. 
Charles  Newbury,  of  the  New  Albions,  has  faced  Jack 
Frost,  and,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  made  a  really  splendid 
bag  of  roach  and  chub  up  the  'Thames,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  ice  frequently  formed  on  his  rod  and  line.  In 
three  hours  he  took  twenty  chub,  weighing  301h.  (largest 
fish  31b.),  and  a  dozen  roach,  averaging  Jib.  a  piece.  Mr. 
Newbury  is  to  be  justly  complimented  on  such  a 
performance.  _ 

The  competition  for  a  second  silver  cup  and  other 
prizes  has  commenced,  last  Sunday  witnessing  the  first 
weigh  in  ;  but,  owing  to  the  frozen  condition  of  both 
Thames  and  Lea,  there  was  little  work  for  the  clerk  of 
the  scales.  Points  were,  however,  obtained  by  Messrs. 
R.  Morris  and  J.  Wheelhouse.  As  before,  the  weighing- 
in  takes  place  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Sonthwark-street. 


“  The  Still  Alarm  ;  or,  a  Day  amongst  the  Jack,” 
was  on  the  boards  at  the  Epsom  Angling  Club  on 
Monday  night.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  sustained  the  lead¬ 
ing  character,  and  was  frequently  applauded.  The 
paper  was  much  enjoyed,  and  when  the  alarum  went  off 
no  accidents  happened,  though  the  members  of  the 
Epsom  Fire  Brigade  held  themselves  in  readiness  for  the 
“  still  alarm.’’ 

Goosequill. 


Sh.vnnon  Prospects. — For  the  information  of 
English  sportsmen  who  have  already  rented  waters  on 
the  Shannon  for  the  coming  season,  as  well  as  those  who 
may  be  contemplating  doing  their  spring  fishing  on  this 
celebrated  river,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  early  months  of  spring — Febru¬ 
ary  and  March — will  be  unusually  good  for  sport  among 
the  big  fish.  As  most  anglers  who  know  the  Shannon 
are  aware,  the  spring  fishing,  both  at  Killaloe  and  Castle 
Connell,  depends  altogether  on  the  height  of  the  water. 
Should  the  river  be  in  flood  the  chances  of  sport  are 
very  alight  indeed,  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  water 
he  in  good  trim,  then,  indeed  the  salmon  fisher  may 
reckon  on  bringing  to  bank  and  boat  many  giants  of  the 
pools  and  rapids.  From  present  appearances,  and  we 
are  only  about  three  weeks  from  the  opening  day — Feb.  1 
— I  incline  to  think  that  fishermen  will  have  a  splendid 
chance  of  making  big  scores  next  spring,  for  this  reason, 
that  the  river  is  now  very  low  for  the  time  of  the  year, 
and  as  a  very  severe  frost  has  set  in  and  no  likelihood 
of  any  rain  falling  for  some  time.  Last  spi-ing  the  river 
had  been  in  full  flood  all  the  time,  but,  all  the  same, 
several  very  heavy  fisli  were  captured,  some  of  them 
.381b.,  3711).,  and  even  42Jlb.  The  present  spawning 
season  is  proceeding  very  satisfactorily.  All  the  big 
brown  and  gillaroo  trout  have  completed  their  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  numerous  splendid  tributaries  falling  into 
Lough  Derg,  and  the  salmon  are  still  busy  on  their 
favourite  gravelly  beds.  There  has  been  no  snow  to 
speak  of,  so  that  they  have  not  been  sickened  with  the 
broth,  which  retards  their  depositing  the  ova.  -  S.  J. 
Hurley. 


Ipcovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishirtg  Gazette. 

The  Vine  Unity  Society,  held  at  the  Vine  Inn,  Carver- 
street,  held  a  smoking  concert  on  Tuesday  evening  last, 
to  inaugurate  the  opening  night  of  the  year,  and  also  to 
relieve  the  monotony  of  the  present  angling  depression, 
through  the  severe  frost.  The  concert  was  well  attended, 
and  some  first-class  singing  and  music  was  rendered  by 
the  members  and  their  friends. 

The  frost  in  the  midlands  still  holds  on,  and  the  whole 
of  our  rivers,  pools,  and  canals  are  frozen  over,  and 
skating  instead  of  fishing  is  the  order  of  the  day.  The 
ice  is  reported  to  be  of  great  thickness.  Fishing 
prospects  seem  very  remote  for  some  time  to  come,  so 
the  best  thing  we  can  do  under  the  circumstances  is  to 
look  to  our  tackle  and  make  preparations  for  the  future, 
when  the  frost  and  snow  has  wished  us  good-bye. 


FROM  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fislnyig  Gazette. 

The  frost  continues  very  severe,  and  angling  is  alto¬ 
gether  out  of  the  question.  The  Forty-foot  is  still 
frozen  over,  and  there  is  a  splendid  stretch  of  ice  from 
Bourne  to  Boston,  a  distance  of  twenty-six  miles. 
Hundreds  of  Fen  people  have  skated  the  whole  distance, 
and  while  sauntering  along  myself  the  other  day,  I  ob¬ 
served  several  large  and  dangerous  holes  in  the  ice.  Upon 
inquiry  I  was  informed  that  they  had  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  water  for  the  stock.  My  informant, 
who  was  a  very  loquacious  individual,  in  reply  to  my 
questions,  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  seen  people  fish¬ 
ing  through  these  holes,  and  that  one  angler  had  taken  a 
particularly  fine  lot  of  roach.  He  also  added,  I 
suppose  he  thought  for  my  edification,  that  the  fish  were 
very  easy  to  catch  when  the  river  was  frozen  over,  and 
that  he  had  known  stones  of  them,  especially  eels,  to  be 
taken  through  holes  made  in  the  ice.  Before  the  snow¬ 
fall  on  Sunday  the  ice  was  as  transparent  as  glass ;  so 
clear,  in  fact,  that  in  skating  along  the  fish  could  be  seen 
beneath  the  surface.  No  serious  accidents  have  been 
reported  on  the  Forty-foot,  though  I  hear  that 
one  or  two  persons  have  had  narrow  escapes. 
A  party  of  four  gentlemen  were  skating  to  Boston 
on  Saturday,  when  two  of  their  number  fell  through 
the  ice  near  one  of  the  bridges.  Luckily,  however, 
help  was  at  hand,  and  they  were  speedily  rescued.  An 
old  man  named  Rauby,  residing  on  the  North  Forty- 
foot  bank,  was  found  dead  on  the  river  the  other  day. 
It  is  supposed  that  in  going  home  at  night,  he  slipped 
down  the  embankment  and  fractured  his  skull,  as  a 
doctor’s  examination  showed  that  death  resulted  from 
concussion  of  the  brain  and  exposure.  A  singular 
accident  has  also  occurred  on  the  Witham.  A  flock  of 
seventy  sheep,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Ryan,  of  Boston, 
were  being  driven  across  the  ice  at  Stixwould  Ferry,  as 
the  boat  was  frozen  up  and  could  not  be  used.  'iVfien 
half  way  across,  the  animals  clustered  together,  and  the 
ice  not  being  strong  enough  to  bear  their  weight,  broke, 
and  seventeen  of  the  sheep  were  drowned.  The  severe 
weather  has  driven  large  numbers  of  wildfowl  into  the 
fens  and  marshes,  and  as  sportsmen  have  not  been  able 
to  use  the  rod,  many  have  been  out  with  the  gun. 
Excellent  sport  is  reported,  not  only  by  punters,  but  by 
those  who  confine  their  sport  to  the  shore,  where  nume¬ 
rous  duck,  wigeon,  and  snipe  are  met  with  in  the 
creeks  and  eddies.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday 
evening),  there  .seemed  no  prospect  of  the  frost  breaking 
up,  and  unless  there  is  a  rapid  change,  the  rivers  will 
not  be  available  for  angling  this  week. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Every  piece  of  water,  still  and  tidal  alike,  in  this 
locality,  is  frozen  over,  to  the  delight  of  the  skater  and 
the  chagrin  of  the  pike  fisherman.  The  ice  everywhere 
is  in  grand  condition,  the  Broads,  in  nearly  every  case, 
being  safe  up  to  the  very  edge.  The  Yare  is  so  thickly 
covered  that  a  steam  wherry  tried  to  break  it  on  Monday, 
but  without  success,  and  if  the  frost  continues,  as  there 
is  every  prospect  of  its  doing,  we  shall  soon  bo  able  to 
skate  from  Norwich  to  Yarmouth. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  E.'itor  cf  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  year  for  angling  on  the  Weston  and  King’s  Mills 
fisheries  closed  on  the  1st  inst,,  and  already  several  new 
tickets  have  been  issued.  The  Nottingham  Wellington 
Society  are  negociating  with  the  lessee  to  secure  a 
portion  of  the  Weston  reach,  and  a  general  meeting  of 
members  will  be  held  at  headquarters  on  Monday  night 
next  to  discuss  the  matter.  Weston  yields  the  best  fish 
during  the  winter  months.  The  water  is  deep  and 
sluggish,  and  just  suited  to  the  habits  of  bream  and  big 
roach.  Chub  and  barbel  swims  are  few  and  far  between, 
these  being  the  most  prominent  below  King’s  Mills 
weirs. 

All  the  canals  and  reservoirs  are  covered  with  ice,  and 
anglers  just  now  can  do  nothing  better  than  pry  into 
their  fishing  baskets  for  the  purpose  of  overhauling  their 
reels  and  tackle. 
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_  FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fisiitn;/  Gazette. 

KERRY. — Spawning  may  now  be  considered  to  be 
practically  at  an  end  in  the  county,  and,  on  the  whole, 
the  season  has  been  most  satisfactory.  Poachers  did 
little  or  no  harm  on  the  rivers  that  were  fairly  pro¬ 
tected,  and  salmon  were  more  numerous  than  usual  on 
the  principal  spawning  waters. 

The  weir  fishing  opened  on  Waterville  rivers  at  noon 
on  Monday,  but  up  to  time  of  writing  very  few  salmon 
have  •  been  taken.  A  good  season  is  anticipated  on 
Waterville  Lake,  the  rod  fishing  on  which  opens  on  the 
Ist  prox. 

Sea  fishing,  which  has  been  suspended  during  the 
Christmas  holidays,  has  been  resumed  at  a  few  stations 
on  the  Kerry  coast,  but  I  hear  of  only  very  little  being 
done.  Herrings  have  been  taken  in  small  numbers  at 
Portmagee  and  a  few  places  northwards.  Handlining 
has  afforded  but  small  sport  anywhere,  but  the  weather 
is  only  just  beginning  to  get  favourable  for  this  kind  of 
fishing. 

Hake  are  reported  numerous  at  a  few  places,  and  nets 
have  done  well  amongst  them  in  the  Ballybog  district. 
Large  shoals  of  sprats  have  been  noticed  off  the  coast, 
and  this  betokens  the  presence  in  the  near  vicinity 
of  shoals  of  larger  fish,  which  prey  upon  the  smaller 
kind.  The  weather  is  now  changed  to  fine,  and  with  a 
continuance  of  it,  good  anticipations  of  sea-fishing  are 
held  throughout  the  county. 


THE  NEW  THAMES  FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 

After  long  consultation  with  representatives  of  the 
various  Angling  Preservation  Societies  and  riparian 
owners  concerned  in  the  fisheries  of  the  Thames,  a  set  of 
“  revised  ”  draft  bye-laws  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  J. 
Willis-Bund,  chairman  of  the  Severn  Board  of  Conserva¬ 
tors,  and  was  last  week  submitted  to  the  local  bodies 
interested,  for  criticism.  From  a  comparison  of  the  sug¬ 
gested  bye-laws  with  the  existing  fishing  regulations, 
and  more  particularly  of  the  practically  unanimous  sug¬ 
gestions  of  experienced  anglers,  through  their  affiliated 
ssociations,  from  London  to  Oxford,  we  have  come  to 
the  decided  conclusion  that  the  suggested  bye-laws  wiU 
meet  with  strenuous  opposition  from  all  who  take  a 
genuine  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the  Thames  as 
the  most  accessible  fishing  resort  of  the  public. 

Instead  of  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  angling  fraternity 
(whose  only  desire  was  and  is  to  improve  the  sport  of  all 
fair  fishers)  the  new  draft  bye-laws  positively  contain 
the  provision  that  unlicensed  netting  may  be  permitted 
in  the  upper  river,  instead  of  a  licence  under  seal 
to  riparian  owners,  and  ^vith  nets  of  a  smaller  mesh. 
Another  important  retrograde  step  is  the  proposal  to 
license  only  owners  of  private  fisheries  (instead  of  any 
person  authorised  by  the  conservators,  as  at  present)  to 
take  spawning  fish,  &c.,  for  scientific  purposes.  This 
would  prove  a  most  serious  hindrance  to  fish  culture, 
seeing  that  through  the  efforts  of  voluntary  preserva¬ 
tion  societies  the  Thames  is  yearly  becoming  more  and 
more  a  trout  river. 

The  only  concessions  to  the  claims  of  honafide  anglers 
are  the  prohibition  of  “  trailing,”  and  the  increase  of 
the  size  of  barbel  (a  game  but  otherwise  worthless  fish), 
the  other  representations  of  the  persons  interested 
in  the  preservation  of  sport  having  been  worse  than 
ignored — e.g.,  under  the  suggested  new  bye-laws,  private 
owners  may  lay  night  lines  (which,  of  course,  catch  other 
fish  than  eels)  during  the  fence  months ;  and  a  clause 
leaving  in  the  hands  of  many  riparian  owners  the  right 
to  net  many  backwaters  where  fish  collect  during  floods  ; 
the  refusal  to  prohibit  the  cruel  and  indeed  dastardly 
methods- of  killing  pike  by  the  ”  live  ”  and  the  “  dead  ” 
gorge-bait ;  and  the  refusal  to  place  any  restrictions  on 
the  speed  of  steam  launches  during  the  spawning  season, 
when  these  vessels — never  much  to  the  mind  of  the 
angler — do  incalculable  damage,  by  their  reckless  driving, 
to  the  spawn  and  brood  of  fish. 

We  feel  sure  that  a  movement  already  set  on  foot 
will  meet  with  general  support  from  those  who  know 
and  value  the  Thames  as  an  angline  resort,  to  properly 
represent  to  Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  (before  whom 
the  suggested  bye-laws  have  to  come  before  they  are 
sanctioned)  so  that  the  common-sense  suggestions  of  the 
angling  community,  which,  with  the  one  or  two  trilling 
exceptions  mentioned  above,  have  been  entirely  ignored 
by  Mr.  Willis-Bnnd,  may  have  due  weight. 

Already  the  different  angling  preservation  societies 
(all  of  which  exist  solely  for  the  public  good)  are  moving 
in  the  matter ;  and  the  well-wishers  of  the  only  free 
sport  left  to  the  working  man  will  join  in  the  hope  that 
their  efforts  to  oppose  a  retrograde  movement  as  to  the 
important  fisheries  of  the  Thames  may  be  successful. — 
Reading  Mercury. 


Holtoicay's  J'ills. — In  the  complaints  peculiar  to  females  these 
Pills  are  unrivalled.  Their  use  by  the  fair  sex  has  Itecorae  so 
constant  for  the  removal  of  their  ailments  that  barely  a  toilet  is 
without  them.  Amongst  all  classes,  from  the  domestic  servant 
to  the  peeress,  universal  favour  is  accorded  to  these  renovatitig 
Pills;  their  invigorating  and  purifying  proiterties  render  them 
safe  and  invaluable  in  all  cases ;  they  may  be  taken  by  females 
of  all  ages  for  any  disorganisation  or  irregularity  of  the  system, 
speedily  removing  the  cause  and  restoring  the  sufferer  to  robust 
health.  As  a  family  medicine  they  arc  invaluable  for  subduing 
the  maladies  of  young  and  old. 


I.ep0tts  from  Clubs 


)Ve  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  tbeir  Reports 
)iot  later  than  Wednesday  Xight,  addressed  “  Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  eni'elope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  general  committee  met 
on  Monday  last,  Mr.  G.  H.  Field  occupied  the  chair. 
The  proposed  joint  deputation  to  several  railways  was 
discussed,  and  it  was  arranged  to  invite  the  Central 
Association  to  send  representatives  to  meet  others  from 
this  association  on  Monday  next,  at  9.30  p.m.,  at  the 
Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell  -  road,  London.  The 
remainder  of  the  evening  was  mainly  occupied  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  draft  of  the  proposed  Thames  Fishery  Bye- 
Laws,  1893.  The  Thames  Conservancy  operations  extend 
from  the  Crow  Stone,  situate  between  Southend  and 
Leigh,  on  the  north  of  the  Thames  estuary  ;  from  the 
London  Stone,  on  the  south  side,  to  Cricklade,  in  Wilts. 
Great  disappointment  was  felt  that  the  almost  unanimous 
requests  of  the  London  club  anglers  had  not  received 
greater  attention.  Trailing  is  to  be  abolished,  but 
apparently  it  will  be  illegal  to  use  a  gaff  hook  to  land 
fish  with.  The  sizes  of  fish  which  the  association 
recommended  have  not  been  adhered  to,  and  some  extra¬ 
ordinary  mistakes  have  been  made  regarding  tbe  sizes  of 
flounders,  plaice  and  dabs,  for  although  the  dab  does  not 
attain  so  large  a  size  as  the  flounder,  the  proposed  size 
has  been  fixed  at  lOin.,  the  flounder  at  Tin.  Indeed  the 
dab  has  been  classed  with  the  plaice,  which  attains  a 
much  larger  size  than  either  dabs  or  flounders.  The 
Great  Western  Railway  Co.  have  granted  the  folio  .ving 
cheap  fares  : 


To 

From 

Acton. 

West  Drayton 

s.  d. 

1  0 

Uxbridge  ... 

1  3 

Colnbrook  ... 

1  3 

Langley 

1  3 

Staines 

1  8 

Slough 

1  6 

Windsor 

1  10 

Taplow 

1  11 

Maidenhead 

2  1 

Cookham 

2  5 

Bourne  End 

2  7 

Twyford 

2  10 

Reading 

3  4 

Henley 

3  4 

Tilehurst  ... 

3  8 

Pangbourne 

3  11 

Goring  . 

4  3 

Cholme  End,  Moulsford ... 

4  7 

From 
Ealing, 
s.  d. 

0  10 
1  1 
1  2 
1  2 
1  6 
1  4 
1  8 

1  9 

2  0 
2  3 

2  5 
2  8 

3  3 
3  4 
3  6 

3  9 

4  1 
4  6 


From 

Castle  Hill, 
s.  d. 

0  9 
1  0 
1  0 
1  0 
1  5 
1  3 

1  7 
1  8 
1  10 

2  2 
2  4 

2  7 

3  1 
3  1 
3  4 

3  8 

4  1 
4  5 


Hon.  Reporter. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road,  E.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Renting  and 
Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on  Monday 
evening  next,  Jan.  9,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurnet,  sec. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — The  next  meeting  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening  next,  Jan.  13, 
at  8.30.  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.  (Fisfirng  Gnzeffe),  president, 
has  promised  to  attend. — R.  Ghurnet,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal  George, 
Rotherhithe  New-road. — The  place  fixed  for  the  January 
prizes  is  between  Richmond  Bridge  and  Teddington 
Lock.  In  the  event  of  no  one  weighing  in  fish,  the  same 
can  be  fished  for  “roving’'  on  the  following  week. 
Bro.  Tom  Bowling  braved  the  elements  on  New  Year’s 
Day,  and  was  successful  in  catching  “  half  guinea  ” 
prize.  It  was  resolved  to  form  a  sub-committee,  con¬ 
sisting  of  Messrs.  Wade,  Fowler,  D.  Davis,  Barratt, 
Mallett,  and  Martin,  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements 
for  the  forthcoming  “  reading  ”  and  the  grand  smoking 
concert,  which  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  2oth 
inst. — A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly,  Queen’s  Hotel,  Queen’s-road, 
Battersea. — On  the  21th  ult.,  the  Christmas  prizes 
were  fished  for  a*;  Richmond,  and  those  not  won  were 
drawn  for.  Mr.  Hopkins  had  upwards  of  71b.  of  hand¬ 
some  roach  and  dace,  1  roach  scaling  lib.  S^oz.  Messrs. 
Martin  and  Morris  roach  and  dace.  No  fish  were 
weighed  in  Christmas  week,  and  on  Jan.  1  Mr.  Morris 
saved  a  blank  with  1  chub  and  5  roach,  weighing 
21b.  lljoz.  from  Thames,  scoring  6  points  in  the  com¬ 
petition  for  imperial  silver  cup.  Anglers  are  reminded 
that  on  Tuesday,  January  17th,  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  will 
read  his  paper  entitled,  “  An  Angling  Tour  through  the 
United  Kingdom,”  in  the  large  room  at  above  address. 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  will  preside,  supported  by  three  M.P.’s 
and  most  of  the  leading  lights  in  the  angling  world.  As 
the  subject  is  of  great  interest,  and  Mr.  Shrubsole's 
ability  is  so  well  known,  a  numerous  assemblage  is 
assured,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  present  inclement 
weather  will  have  departed  long  ere  ihen.- — Geo. 
Mumford,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Fiscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — The  next  visit  in  the  South 
London  visiting  list  will  be  to  this  society  on  Monday 
next,  when  the  company  of  brother  anglers  on  the  list 
will  be  appreciated.  Our  club-house  is  about  five 
minutes  walk  from  Clapham  Junction.  On  the  1st  inst. 
we  were  saved  from  a  blank  by  Mr.  Hinkley  with 
I  21b.  3',oz.  chub.  On  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Wilson  ventured 
to  Windsor,  but  for  the  first  time  returned  with  a  blank, 

I  the  river  around  Windsor  having  the  appearance  of  the 


Polar  regions.  Our  match,  which  was  to  have  taken 
place  on  the  8th  and  11th  insts.,  has  been  postponed  till 
further  notice.  I  omitted  to  report  last  week  the  cap¬ 
ture  by  Mr.  Wilson  of  301b.  12oz.  chub. — A.  Trow¬ 
bridge,  sec. 

City  Fiscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C. — Mr.  Alfred  Sowerbutts 
presided  at  the  general  meeting  on  Monday  last.  There 
was  a  good  attendance,  and  a  lengthy  agenda  was 
quickly  disposed  of.  The  competition  for  Cantrill  and 
Cochrane’s  silver  cup  is  now  confined  to  four  members 
only,  viz.,  Messrs.  C.  H.  O’Dowd,  Tom  Keeble,  H.  J. 
White,  and  J.  Deplidge,  and  has  been  extended  to 
March  14.  Other  business  concluded,  the  good  old  style 
of  New  Year’s  conviviality  reigned  supreme.  Mr. 
James  Husk,  musical  director,  submitted  a  gorgeous 
programme  of  music,  vocal  and  instrumental,  while 
good  old  Tom  Keeble  “  Passed  the  Bottle  round,  my 
Boys.”  During  the  current  week,  notwithstanding  the 
easterly  winds  and  floating  ice,  Mr.  C.  H.  (J'Dowd  has 
had  a  nine  basket  of  roach  from  Datchet,  weighing  131b., 
largest  fish  lib.  Joz.,  and  Mr.  J.  Deplidge  a  fine  show  of 
dace  from  the  Cam,  largest  fish  9jOZ.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
has  kindly  consented  to  read  a  paper,  “  Fish  Life  in 
Mars,”  on  Monday,  the  .30th  inst. — John  Smith,  hon. 
sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  J  unction,  S.W . — On 
New  Year’s  Day  several  of  our  members  were  out,  but 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  rivers  sport  was  very  bad, 
only  the  two  following  returned  to  weigh  in,  Messrs.  R. 
Chapman  and  H.  Moore,  chub  and  roach. — G.  T. 
Jameson,  see. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — On  Monday  last  Mr.  G. 
H.  Howard  read  a  paper  entitled,  “  A  Noiseless  Alarm, 
or  a  Day  among  the  Jack,”  which  proved  a  very  amus¬ 
ing  and  interesting  story  of  his  patent,  and  a  journey  to 
Norfolk,  and  treated  his  hearers  with  his  experience  of 
jack-fishing  in  that  county.  At  the  conclusion  the 
company  signified  their  hearty  appreciation  of  his 
efforts. — Edward  Wm.  Hailes,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. — Members 
will  oblige  by  attending  on  Tuesday  next  to  selectprizes 
for  an  outing. — R.  Ghurnet,  sec. 

Imperial  Silver  Cup  Competition.  At  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark  -  street,  Blackfriars-road, 
S.E.,  on  the  11th  inst.,  there  was  a  large  as.sembly  of 
the  angling  fraternity,  but  only  two  competitors  regis¬ 
tered  fish,  viz.,  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris  (Battersea  Friendly),  six 
points  (five  roach  and  one  chub),  and  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse 
(Blackfriars),  three  points  (two  dace  and  one  roach).— 
John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Izaah  'Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
will  compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  the  15th  inst., 
and  also  for  three  special  prizes  on  Wednesday,  18th,  at 
Shiplake. — H.  B. 

Junior  Fly  Fishers,  The  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch, 
— There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members  on  Thursday 
evening  to  hear  Mr.  H.  Richardson  (“Ye  Plnckie  Perche  ”) 
read  his  paper  entitled,  “Two  Little  Turns  on  the 
Thames.”  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin  occupied  the  chair.  Mr. 
F.  Elton  and  (Mr.  H.  Evens  were  elected  members,  the 
chairman  informing  the  meeting  that  the  society  now 
numbered  eighty-three  members.  The  hon.  sec.  sub¬ 
mitted  the  Thames  Conservancy  bye-laws  for  considera¬ 
tion,  but,  as  Mr.  Richardson’s  paper  proved  extremely 
interesting,  no  time  could  be  given  to  them,  and  it  was 
decided  to  devote  an  entire  evening  to  the  discussion  of 
the  same,  namely,  Thursday  evening  next  at  7.30  sharp, 
when  it  is  hoped  all  the  members  who  are  interested  in 
this  very  important  matter  will  attend.  The  Hon.  Sec. 
(Mr.  J.  Close)  proposed  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Richardson  for  his  able  paper,  which  was  cpried 
unanimously. — A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
concluded  the  business  of  the  evening. — H.  J.  T. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — Our  annua 
meeting  is  on  the  12th  inst.  This  will  be  the  fourteenth 
we  have  held,  and  it  is  hoped  members  will  muster 
strongly  to  give  the  year  1893  a  fair  good  start. — R. 
WOOLFALL. 

New  Albion  Fiscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road. — On  account  of  the  frozen  condition  of  the 
Thames,  our  competition  arranged  for  Staines,  on  Jan.  12, 
for  Mr.  Grimmett’s  silver  cup  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  has 
been  postponed  until  Feb.  23,  at  the  same  place.  Mr. 
Davis  was  proposed  as  an  honorary  member  of  the 
society.  It  was  resohed  to  take  the  Northern  Angler 
for  six  months.  The  chairman,  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett,  of 
the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  gave  particulars  of  a 
meeting  he  had  attended  of  that  body,  and  said  they  had 
recommended  several  alterations  with  regard  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  bye-laws.  A  meeting  with  reference  to  the 
subject  will  be  held  at  the  club  on  Thursday  next,  when 
members  are  urgently  requested  to  be  present. — A.  E. 
Baldwin,  sec. 

North  east  Ulster  Angling  Club. — This  club  was 
formed  as  an  encouragement  of  the  practice  of  angling 
and  the  suppressing  of  illegal  fishing.  There  was  an 
enthusiastic  attendance  at  the  last  meeting.  Mr.  F.  J. 
Kennedy  took  the  chair  at  eight  o’clock.  In  the  course 
of  his  opening  remarks  he  referred  to  the  fishing  at 
present  to  be  had  in  the  counties  of  Antrim  and 
Down.  He  stated  that  there  was  an  amount  of 
poaching  and  illegal  fishing  going  on  at  present, 
especially  on  the  Lagan  and  its  tributaries  round 
about  Lisburn  and  in  the  levels  from  Shaw’s  Bridge 
upwards.  The  following  resolutions  were  put  to  the 
meeting,  and  unanimously  passed  ;  1.  “  That  the  club 
should  be  called  the  North-east  Ulster  Angling  Club.” 
2.  “  That  5s.  be  the  annual  subscription,  payable  in 
advance.”  3.  “  That  the  members  who  were  present 
at  the  meeting  form  a  committee  with  power  to  add 
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to  their  number ;  also,  that  Mr.  Wm.  Ferguson  be 
appointed  secretary  and  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year.” 
■t.  “That  Mr.  F.  ./.  Kennedy  be  appointed  president  of 
the  cinb.”  It  was  also  adopted  that  a  general  meeting 
should  be  held  on  Tuesday,  10th  inst.,  to  receive  draft 
of  the  rules,  confirm  the  appointment  of  office-bearers, 
and  to  transact  any  other  business  which  might  be  put 
before  it.  A  vote  of  thanks  having  been  cordially  passed 
to  the  chairman,  the  meeting  terminated. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golborne-road,  North  Kensington.  Since  my  last  report 
very  few  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Eodler  had  a  nice 
jack,  IJlb..  from  the  Thames.  I  must  call  members’ 
attention  to  note  that  next  Wednesday.  Jan.  11,  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  some  most  important  business  will 
be  brought  forward,  and  I  hope  to  see  all  members 
present. — J.  Harris,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  Harris 
weighed  in  with  roach.  Our  return  visit  will  take  place 
on  the  18th  inst..  when  we  hope  to  have  a  very  jolly 
evening.  I  should  like  to  see  the  members  turn  up  in 
full  force,  and  bring  their  music  with  them.  I  should 
also  like  to  mention  that  we  intend  talking  over  an 
outing  next  Wednesday  evening,  when  please  turn  up 
and  give  your  opinion. — W.  E.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 
—The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the  Battersea 
United  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Lord  Eanelagh, 
Verona-street,  Ingram-street.  Battersea,  about  five 
minutes'  walk  from  Clapham  Junction  station,  close  to 
Price’s  candle  factory,  on  Monday,  the  9th.  'This  is  a 
new  society,  and  they  have  turned  up  in  full  force  at 
nearly  every  visit  since  their  enrolment,  and  I  trust  that 
the  older  societies  will  return  the  compliment  and  give 
them  a  bumper. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society.— List  of  fish  eligible 
to  compete  for  the  cup  presented  by  Mr.  Holland,  sen., 
“  for  the  best  specimen  freshwater  fish  captured  from 
public  or  club  waters  during  year  1892.”— Barbel, 
71b.  8oz.  ;  bream,  41b.  ;  carp,  81b.  7oz. ;  chub,  41b.  14oz. ; 
dace,  6oz. ;  perch,  lib.  6oz.  ;  pike,  91b.  4oz. ;  roach, 
lib.  9oz.';  rudd.  lib.  9oz.  ;  tench,  .31b.  OJoz.  ;  trout, 
81b.  8oz. — Wm.  F.  Brook,  hon.  sec. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — The  members  of  the 
above  have  voted  one  guinea  to  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  and  lOs.  fid.  to  the  'Wind.sor  and 
Eton  Preservation  Society. — H.  Tyler,  sec. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vanxhall  Cross. — Our  distribution  took  place 
on  Friday.  Deo.  23.  The  prize-winners  were  Messrs. 
Pain,  Phillips,  Franklin  Clegg,  Betts.  The  remaining 
prizes  wep  drawn  for.  The  prizes  consisted  of  joints  of 
beef,  spirits,  wines,  and  cigars.  &c.  -H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
The  following  resolutions  were  carried  on  Wednesday 
for  the  competition  on  the  8th  inst.  for  three  prizes  ; 
First,  i61  Is.,  given  by  Mr.  Mark  Wheeler;  second, 
cash  lOs.  fid.,  given  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  jnn.  ;  third,  cash 
10s.  fid.,  given  by  Mr.  Williams,  be  open  punt  or  bank, 
public  or  private.  The  prizes  for  Wednesday,  Jan.  11, 
be  fished  for  on  same  conditions. — C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  Walworth. — The  January  competition  will 
be  fished  at  Bures,  on  the  8th,  from  the  gate  above  the 
tan-yard  to  end  of  association  water.  Members  to  be 
allowed  to  go  overnight.  Mr.  Haines  weighed  in  a  nice 
show  of  roach  on  the  1st  inst. — Chas.  Wyer,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove.  Stratford. — On  the  1st  inst.  I 
have  to  report  another  blank,  and  at  our  last  meeting  it 
was  decided  to  have  our  visit  on  Monday,  Jan.  23,  hoping 
all  the  secretaries  in  the  No.  1  Eastern  District  will  note 
this,  and  give  us  a  bumper,  as  we  are  at  a  new  house. — 
E.  Lowther,  sec. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
“Windsor  Castle,”  Francis-street,  Victoria-street  (near 
Victoria  Station).  A  very  agreeable  smoking  concert 
was  given  by  the  members  of  this  society  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  Mr.  Wheeler  presiding.  There  was  a 
large  attendance  of  members  and  friends,  and  the 
entertainment  as  regards  quality  and  variety,  was 
excellent,  and  much  appreciated  by  the  company 
present,  and  passed  off  in  the  pleasantest  manner 
possible.  The  names  on  the  programme  included  those 
of  some  well  known  vocalists.  Mr.  Mayo’s  two  songs, 
the  “Island  of  Dreams,”  and  “Mona,”  were  much 
applauded,  equally  good  were  Mr.  Digby’s  “  True  Till 
Death”  and  “The  Vagabond.”  Amongst  others  who 
sang  were  Messrs.  F.  Bnddington,  G.  Draper,  J. 
Wheeler,  W.  Greenwood,  E.  Eoser,  F.  Mandry,  J. 
Greenwood,  sen.,  E.  Pope,  H.  Eccarus,  and  F.  Taylor. 
Mr.  Bremley  played  two  very  pretty  cornet  solos,  Mr. 
Heathcote  gave  two  recitations  in  masterly  style,  the 
“  Life  Boat,”  especially  suiting  his  nautical  appearance. 
Mr.  Digby  very  ably  presided  at  the  piano.  The  next 
concert  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  17. — F.  Taylor. 
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English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Eemarks. — The 
river  is  now  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  far  as  the 
anglers  are  concerned,  in  a  perfect  state  of  obstruction 
by  ice,  and  the  fish  are  daily  becoming  prison-bound 
under  the  ice,  as  the  reports  on  AVednesday  from  some 


portions  of  the  Thames  were  to  the  effect.  “  the  river  in 
some  places  is  completely  frozen  over.”  Instead  of 
“Thames  Angling,”  I  shall  have  to  head  my  remarks 
with  “  Thames  Skating  ”  and  give  such  reports;  instead 
of  “  Eesults  of  Fishing,”  a  description  of  “  Caimivals 
on  the  ice  ;  ”  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  weather  is  not 
going  to  last  very  long,  and  the  river  will  soon  be  again 
open  to  the  followers  of  the  rod.  When  I  was  by  the 
river  on  Tuesday,  in  the  tidal  portion,  it  was  not  frozen 
over,  but  there  were  plenty  of  moving  masses  of  ice,  suffi¬ 
cient  indeed  to  put  angling  out  of  the  question.  'There 
was  a  party ,  however,  came  down  to  T  wickenham,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  persuade  John  Spong  to  take  them  out,  but 
the  worthy  fisherman  was  more  discreet  than  the  anglers, 
and  nothing  would  induce  him  to  go  out.  It  will  appear, 
however,  in  the  only  report  which  I  can  give,  that  the 
river  at  Staines  was  fishable,  as  my  friend  Mr.  Newbury, 
of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  on  New  Year’s 
Day  made  an  extraordinary  take  in  three  hours  ;  but  I 
apprehend  since  then,  like  other  parts  of  the  Thames, 
the  anglers  are  blocked  out.  If  the  club-rooms  are 
devoid  of  any  display  of  fish,  the  members  can  spend 
their  time  in  discussing  the  proposed  new  bye-laws,  as 
the  question  is  a  most  important  one  at  the  present 
moment.  AVhatever  bye-laws  are  now  approved  by  Her 
Majesty  in  Council,  there  will  be  no  chance  of  making 
any  alteration  unless  the  matter  of  fresh-water  fish  is 
taken  up  by  the  Legislature,  and  a  general  law  is  made 
as  to  the  sizes  and  seasons  of  fish,  and  to  the  modes  of 
catching  them. — B. 

Upper  Thames.  Angling  on  the  Upper  Thames  is 
a  thing  of  the  future,  for,  as  I  write,  there  are  very  few 
portions  of  the  river  but  what  is  wholly  or  partially 
frozen  over.  I  visited  the  Maidenhead  waters  on 
Wednesday,  and  certainly  the  reach  below  the  bridge 
towards  Bray,  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  stream,  is 
fairly  free  from  ice.  and  therefore  fishable,  but  the 
Cookham,  Bourne  End,  Marlow,  Hurley,  and  reaches 
thence  to  Oxford,  are  more  fit  for  hockey  and  skating 
than  fishing,  conseijuently  angling  visitors  to  the  grand 
old  meanderer  had  just  now  better  arm  themselves  with 
knob-sticks  and  skates  than  with  fishing  impedimenta . 
The  oldest  oracle  in  my  locality  tells  me,  for  half  a  pint 
of  mild,  that  it  is  going  to  thaw  within  twenty-four 
hours.  With  the  thermometer  registering  22°  of  frost 
I  think  the  old  man  must  be  a  distant  relative  of 
Ananias. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island).  Very  little  prospects 
at  present,  as  the  river  is  half-frozen  from  each  bank. 
At  Monkey  Island,  the  river  is  frozen  the  Berks  side, 
opposite  the  hotel,  the  ice  being  of  immense  thickness, 
so  no  chance  of  any  fishing  being  had  for  some  time 
to  come. — E.  Plummer,  Sen. 

Thames  (Staines).— John  Keene,  jan.,  at  the  end 
of  last  week  was  out  one  day  with  Mr.  Taylor,  who 
caught  201b.  weight  of  good  roach.  Another  day,  with 
Mr.  Wilson,  121b.  of  good  roach,  and  on  New  Year’s 
Day,  in  three  hours,  twenty  chub  weighing  301b.,  and 
twelve  roach  weighing  filb. 

Thames  ('Windsor  District). — The  arctic  severity 
of  the  weather  has,  in  a  few  days,  converted  the  river 
here  into  a  huge  skating  rink,  many  hundreds  indulging 
in  the  exhilarating  pastime.  Only  on  the  31st  ult.  did 
ice  begin  to  appear  on  the  surface  of  the  river,  yet  on 
the  3rd  inst.  I  walked  across  from  Windsor  to  Eton  in 
the  widest  part.  To-day  I  have  seen  the  whole  length 
skated  over,  from  opposite  the  Bridge  House  Hotel, 
Windsor  Bridge,  to  Clewer  Point,  where  a  very  pretty 
effect  has  been  caused  by  the  ice-laden  ripples  being 
frozen,  and  each  clearly  defined.  This  novel  sight  is 
well  worth  a  visit  before  the  frost  breaks,  though  it  is 
impossible  to  skate  over.  Since  my  last  very  few  have 
attempted  angling ;  in  fact,  I  can  hear  of  none  having 
taken  a  fish.  I  was  at  Maidenhead  on  the  29th  ult.,  and, 
having  to  wait  for  a  train,  James  Andrews,  a  very  good 
“  chubbist,”  suggested  an  hour  at  the  chub.  We  did; 
result — five,  going  81b.  Many  local  anglers  and  the 
boating  public  of  this  district  who  knew  Mrs.  Headland 
when  Mr.  Headland  was  the  lock  keeper  at  Eomney  Lock, 
Windsor,  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  she  died  a  few  days 
back  in  Aberdeen,  Mr.  Headland’s  native  town.  AVhen 
north,  last  autumn,  I  called  on  them  in  Crown-street; 
it  was  a  sad  contrast,  Mr.  Headland  was  bedridden,  his 
wife  then  very  ill ;  her  sister,  who  was  nursing  them, 
also  worn  out  through  increasing  attention,  and  I,  stand¬ 
ing  by  his  bedside,  was  in  the  best  of  health,  enjoying  a 
holiday.  This  sad  bereavement  must  be  a  great  blow  to 
this  hardy  old  sailor,  who  has  weathered  many  a  fearful 
storm  in  mid-ocean,  and  only  for  a  short  time  has  enjoyed 
with  his  devoted  wife  that  haven  of  rest  for  which  he 
had  toiled  so  many  years  to  reach. — B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — Frost  holds  undisputed  sway 
over  the  waters,  and  all  angling  is  for  a  time  at  an  end. 
The  commissioners  will  continue  stocking  the  main 
river  with  new  varieties  of  fish. — Thomas  Ford. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Frost  and  snow  have  not 
prevented  some  fishermen  from  plying  the  rod.  Sport 
has  not  been,  however,  very  heavy.  General  Martani,  an 
old  Derbyshire  fiy-fisher,  who  came  down  from  town  for 
Christmas  sport  with  rod  and  gun  a  week  ago,  fell  down 
dead  whilst  out  shooting  on  Saturday  last  near  here. 
'This  lamentable  event  will  be  regretted  deeply  by  all 
habitual  frequenters  of  the  Derbyshire  trout  streams,  to 
whom  the  deceased  gentleman  cannot  fail  to  have  been 
known  personally  or  by  repute.  The  general  was  son-in- 
law  of  Sir  AVm.  Fitzherbert,  to  whom  the  angling  public 
are  largely  indebted  for  access  to  the  Dove  Dale  length 
of  the  Dove. — D.  and  AY.  H.  Foster. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  -Frost  still  holds  us  in 
his  iron  grip,  and  the  most  ardent  piscators  are 
thoroughly  frozen  out.  Skating  has  been  pretty  general 
on  the  river  for  three  or  four  days  past,  and  although 
the  ice  on  the  canal  has  been  broken  up  repeatedly. 


it  has  rapidly  re-formed,  and  traffic  is  at  proeent 
entirely  suspended.  AVith  ice  varying  from  three  to 
six  inches  in  thickness,  even  those  “  heroic  ”  anglers  who 
break  holes  to  pursue  their  favourite  pastime  now  find 
it  difficult  to  open  operations.  It  is  undoubtedly  the 
most  complete  freeze-out  we  have  experienced  for  many 
.years  past,  and,  should  there  be  any  demonstration  of  the 
“great  unemployed”  shortly,  the  angling  fraternity 
would  certainly  have  good  grounds  to  form  a  contingent. 
However,  in  the  meantime  we  may  console  ourselves 
with  the  thought  of  hon:  those  pike  will  come  at  it  when 
we  do  get  a  chance.  “Oh:  May  it  be  soon!” — Eei> 
Palmer. 

Medway  (Maidstone).  Skating,  not  fishing,  is  the 
order  of  the  day — too  much  ice  to  allow  the  angler  to 
pursue  his  favourite  pastime.  Most  of  the  pens  have  been 
frozen  more  or  less,  and  no  signs  of  alteration  at  present. 
— AY.  Shrubsole. 

Severn,  'V'yrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llany- 
mynech). — The  severe  frost  still  continues,  but  we  are 
fortunate  so  far  in  escaping  the  snow  storms  which 
have  visited  some  parts  of  the  country,  and  during  the 
earlier  part  of  this  week  the  sunshine  was  so  very 
brilliant  that  it  tempted  several  anglers  to  the  river 
side,  and  not  without  success,  amongst  the  coarse 
fish,  and  some  grayling  have  also  been  taken  in  the 
Vyrnwy  and  Tanat.  During  the  last  few  days  the  frost 
has  been  more  intense,  with  very  little  sunshine,  and  it 
is  many  years  since  so  much  ice  has  been  seen  on  those 
rivers,  as  in  very  many  places  it  has  been  for  days  of 
sufficient  thickness  to  allow  of  sliding  and  skating  even 
where  the  streams  are  rapid. — Vyrnwy. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  water  is 
clear  and  low,  and  the  weather  has  been  very  bad  and 
dead  against  angling.  The  river  has  been  frozen  over 
in  parts,  and  it  has  been  so  cold  that  no  rods  have  been 
out,  or  will  be  until  the  weather  gets  warmer.  The 
E’d  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  frozen  over.  No 
fishing  in  them.— AVorcester. 

Trent  (Newark) . — Angling  might  be  placed  amongst 
the  sports  of  a  byegone  era  so  little  has  it  been  indulged 
in  in  the  Newark  district  during  the  past  two  months, 
and,  at  the  present  time,  about  four  miles  of  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Trent,  from  Newark  to  Farndon,  is  ice¬ 
bound,  and  skating  the  general  amusement,  and  with 
the  thermometer  registering  20  degs.  of  frost  prospects 
of  an  early  change  do  not  appear  close  at  hand. — 
Trentsider. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Dee,  Don,  &c. — Such  a  protracted  spell  of  frost  has 
not  been  experienced  since  1881,  when  the  rivers  were 
literally  ice  bound  from  bank  to  bank.  At  present  this 
is  daily  coming  nearer  and  nearer  a  repetition  of  the 
same  state  of  matters,  and  several  of  the  narrower  parts 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee  are  already  bridged 
over.  The  late  spawners  have  received  a  severe  check, 
but,  on  the  whole,  the  season  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron, 
Ythan,  and  smaller  streams,  has  been  a  very  good  one. 
A  considerable  fall  of  snow  came  away  on  New  Year’s 
Day  and  the  following  days,  but  the  accumulations  are 
nowhere  heavy  among  the  Grampians  as  yet.  Nothing 
can  be  seen  of  fish  just  now  for  ice,  but  from  the  show 
on  the  coast  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  a  good  head 
of  spring  beauties  are  ready  to  take  the  river  on  the 
first  fresh. — Deesider. 

Tburso  (Halkirk). — Intense  frost  during  the  whole 
of  last  week  has  brought  the  river  down  to  almost 
summer  height.  The  ice  is,  in  some  places  six  inches 
thick.  Snow  fell  heavily  on  Tuesday.  The  prospects 
for  the  opening  on  the  11th  are  very  poor.  Should  this 
weather  continue,  angling  could  not  be  attempted,  and 
should  thaw  set  in  soon,  the  river  could  hardly  be  in 
order  :  besides,  a  run  of  early  fish  is  necessary  before 
anything  like  sport  can  be  got.  At  pi-esent,  none  can 
be  seen  in  the  bay.  a  rain  spate  would  do  a  lot  of  good. 
The  work  of  filling  icehouses  is  being  carried  on 
successfully. — A.  H. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — The  water  is  falling  lower,  and  in  some 
places  is  partially  frozen.  This,  just  at  present,  is  rather 
unfortunate,  as  it  gives  better  opportunities  to  the  ubiqui¬ 
tous  poachers  who  infest  and  drive  a  good  business  on 
this  stream.  The  last  runs  of  salmon  are  now  up  on  the 
redds,  and  some  shrimpers  have  crossed  the  Coagh  and 
Ardtrea  weirs.  In  the  e  irly  part  of  the  spawning  season 
the  water  kept  high  in  flood,  so  that  numbers  of  salmon 
got  over  the  weirs  to  the  higher  spawning  grounds, 
which  otherwise  they  could  not  have  attained.  In  the 
lower  three  miles  pike  absolutely  swarm  in  the  water,  and 
few  are  being  taken.  The  angling  season  doos  not  open 
till  March  1. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone).— Up  till  a  week  or  so 
the  spawning  season  progressed  most  favourably  as  the 
water  was  high,  and  poaching  was  thus  kept  down  at  a 
minimum.  However,  since  the  water  commenced  falling, 
netters  have  been  at  work,  and  the  lower  Benburb 
reaches  have  been  swept  and  plenty  of  fish  taken  off  the 
redds.  McKean’s  weir  at  Benburb  is  an  almost  unsur- 
mountable  barrier  to  the  ascending  salmon  and  lake 
trout,  and,  by  the  judicious  outlay  of  a  small  sum  in  a 
fish  pass,  this  could  be  remedied  and  angling  greatly 
improved.  A  petition,  in  which  Mr.  John  Mills — a  first 
r.ate  angler — is  taking  the  initiative,  is  about  to  be  got 
up  to  have  the  sea.son  for  angling  extended  from  Oct.  la 
to  Oct.  31,  as  formerly.  The  season  opens  March  16. 

■Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sea  angling  has  been 
resumed,  but  very  little  has  been  done  beyond  a  few 
whiting  being  taken  off  Ballinskelligs  Island.  AA’eather 
now  very  fine  and  frosty.  Thos.  J.  Dennehy. 
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SL'PPLE.MKNT  TO  TllK  FISHIXCJ  GAZFTTF 


Special  Peep  aid 

ADVEETISEMENTS 

EXCHANGE  COLUMN 

Fishings  Required,  Vacancies  forj 
Rods,  Situations,  &c. 

Advertisements  inserted  in  this  s.  <J  ' 
Column,  20  words  (per  insertion)  1  0  ‘ 

Ditto .  (Three  insertions)  2  6 

Over  20  Words,  not  exceeding  30  1  6 
Advertisements  can  not  be  received  later  than  9  a.m. 
on  Fridays. 

N.B. — These  sdrertisements  most  be  prepaid  or 
they  will  not  be  inserted. 

»T  0  FLY  DRESSERS.— A  few  choice 
-*  early  hatched  BLUE  COCKERELS 
and  PULLETS  for  SALE ;  cheap. — ^Ir. 
Horne.  Hereford. 


SALMON  FISHING  to  LET.— Loch  Tay, 
Kenmore.  Splendid  Salmon  Fishing, 
commencing  Jan.  15,  1893,  on  the  Reserve 
and  Hotel  Water  ;  good  boats  and  boat¬ 
men.— Apply  Wm.  Knight,  Hotel,  Ken¬ 
more,  Perthshire,  N.B. 


GOOD  SALMON  FISHING  to  LET  . 
on  Tweed,  IJ  mile. — For  particulars  ' 
apply  to  J.  Veitch,  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Melrose,  N.B.,  to  LET  from 
Sept.  1  till  end  of  November.  There : 
is  a  good  dub  in  one  of  the  casts ;  there 
are  four  casts. 


T)  IVER  LATHKILL.--A  limited  number  j 
of  two  and  three-year-old  fario  trout ;  ■ 
very  good  fish.  —  Stephenson-Pkach, 
Repton,  Burton-on-Trent. 


TRADE  CARDS. 


Advertisements  inserted  in  this  Oolnmn  at  . 
charge  (prepaid)  of  2/6  per  inch,  and  pro  rata. 
Minimum  Charge,  2/6. 


AST  INDIAN  CANES. — Just  received, ' 
*  ■*  a  special  consignment,  choice,  for 
Rod  Makers  and  others.  Price  from  ■ 
Is.  3d.  to  2s.  6d.  Over  2000  to  choose 
from.  Also  every  variety  of  materials 
for  fly  makers,  amateurs,  and  others. 
Maccaw,  Trojan,  Summer  Duck,  Bustards,  i 
Golden  Pheasant,  Ac.,  in  endless  variety. —  : 
Henry  Whittt,  Basnett  Street,  Liver- ' 
pool. 


BURGHLEY  PARK  FISHERY 

TROUT.  TROUT. 

One  year  old,  now  ready  for  stocking, 
.£15  per  1000.  Trout  Fry  sent  out  March, 
April,  and  May,  from  £1  per  100.  Ova,  ‘ 
from  December  to  February,  15s.  per 
1000. — W.  T.  Silk,  Manager,  Stamford. 


HIPPACEA 

THE  CURE  FOR 

KfZEMA.  SPAVINS, 

.MANilE.  SADDLE  GALLS. 

EAR  t'A.VKER,  SPEDNG  TENDONS.  ' 

ERUPTIONS,  SPRAINS  A  STRAINS, 

CUTS  .VM>  WOUNDS,  SORE  THROAT, 

BARE  ELBOWS,  INFLUENZA,  i 

BROKEN  KNEES,  SWELLINGS,  Ac.,  Ac. 

Sliortt  Flat  Tower,  Belsay,  July,  1S!I2. 
Dk.ui  Slit, — I  have  u.sed  ‘'Hippacea”  in  my 
kennels  for  ihe  past  six  years,  on  *■  Fullerton  ” 
ami  other  of  Colonel  North's  greyhounds,  andean 
with  every  conflilenee  recommend  it.  No  kennei 
or  stable  shoulil  he  without  it. — A'ours,  E.  DENT. 

CRACKED  HEEDS. 

Station-road.  Newmarket.  FehruaryS,  1887. 
Sm.— T  have  u.sed  your  “  Hippacea  "  for  cracked 
heels  with  gotsl  effect,  and  it  has  given  every 
satisfaetion. — Yours  faithfully. 

CHARLES  ARNULL,  Trainer. 

HIPPACEA. 

Sold  by  Saddlers  and  Chemists  at  2s.  6d.,  5s., 
aiid  10s.  per  Tin,  or  sent  by  post  direct,  on 
receipt  of  remittance,  from 

The  offices  of  the  H.H.  COMPY., 

71,  LORI)  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 

send  'Js.  Gd.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  “The  Publishers'  Cir¬ 
cular  AND  Booksellers'  Record,"  St  Dun- 
s'*n'«  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London 


Among  the  beet  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel.’  — Charles  niokens. 

THE  AEXJNIDEE  HOTEL. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS, 
THEATRES,  THE  STR.VND,  THE  RIVER,  Ac. 


(HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  FLTFISHERS  CLUB.) 

TICTORIA  EMBiNKnENT,  STRAND,  LONDON.; 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis,  | 

BED,  BBEAKPAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOB  68. 

LAZE  VTENW^ 

NORTH  WALES  vik  OSWESTRY. 

-B'Hdizr  iFissiiisra-  oi^Xjizr.  \ 

FISHING  SEASON  CLOSED  SEPTEMBER  20th. 

Good  Partridge  and  rough  Shooting  for  visitors  to  Hotel  by  day,  ^ 
week,  or  term. — Apply  Miss  Davies,  Lake  Vymwy  Hotel. 

T.  C-  HUGHES  &  SONS. 

Established  1836.  ! 

IVtOXINXED  XIKE  A 

Live  Snaps,  “Jardine”  Snaps,  Paternosters,  Spinning  Flights,  Traces,  Ac.  Gut,  Gimp,  and 
Hooks  are  guaranteed  to  be  carefully  tested  before  being  made  up.  Customers  can  depend 
upon  their  orders  being  accurately  and  promptly  attended  to.  A  Special  Pike  Bod  in  course  of  | 
preparation.  Further  particulars  shortly.  Wholesale  and  Export  only.  1 

Only  Addx»e8S PROSP£:C'T  WORKS,  RROOXOrCH. 


SucXa  an  may  occm:*  a^aln!’^  I 

YES-A-nLLXmca-  TXI.OXTT  !  !  | 

The  LUXESDALE  fish  hatchery,  having  had  an  unusually  successful  1 
rearing  season,  and  having  in  consequence  a  very  largo  number  of  Fario  and  ^ 
Levenensis  Yearlings  still  in  stock,  are  now  prepared  to  book  orders  at  the  following  | 
greatly  reduced  rates,  viz;  £7  per  1000  up  to  5000,  £0  10s.  per  1000  np  to  10,(*00.  i 
and  £6  jier  lOOO  for  orders  above  10.000.  Cost  of  carriage  (quoted  on  application)  | 
to  be  paid  by  consignees.  Delivery  guaranteed  to  nearest  railway  station. 

Apply  W.  n.  AFPI.EFOBD,  Hon.  Sec.,  DAHCASTEH. 


Est.  1818. 

Ten  Prize  Medala. 


THE  SPOHTUAH'S  VADE  UECUU. 

HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Gold  Medal'' , 
PariB,  1878, 
London,  1884 . 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

PETES  F.  HEEBISO, 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  RusRlan  Courts  andH.B.H.the  Frlnoe  of  Wales 
Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE, 

Vnited  States  Deputy  Fish  Commissioner. 

London;  SAilPSON  LOW,  MAESTOX,  and  CO.,  Ltd.,  and  all  Booksellers. 


FREE  FISHING  ON  EXE&BARLE 

T  A  MB  HOTEL,  Dulverton,  White  Horse 
"  Hotel  and  Crown  Inn,  Exford,  West  Somerset. 
J.  H.  Tabr,  Proprietor.  Hotels  enlarged  and 
improved.  Superior  accommodation  for  Anglers, 
Families,  and  Tourists.  Between  20  and  30 
miles  of  fishing  on  Exe  and  Barle  and  their 
tributaries,  on  Open,  Association,  and  Private 
Waters.  Free  Tickets  for  all  to  visitors  at  the 
above.  Beautiful  moorland  and  valley  scenery 
in  surrounding  neighboumood. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SliAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 


VERY  moderate  chargee,  facing  the  sea  and  Ley,  the 
latter  containing  nearly  400  acres  of  well-stocked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eeU,  of  great  slxe. 
Efficient  boatmen  and  boats  ;  all  bait  found.  Also  sea 
boats  and  good  sea  fishing.  Magnificent  soenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting. 
Resident  Doctor  in  the  village. 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprieior. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  &  day's  Fishing  in  the  360  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HEETDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 


Pike,  perch,  roach,  *c.,  are  numeroua.”— 
Angler's  Diary. 


Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  atationa. 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 

Excellent  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing. 

Free  to  Visitoes  statino  at  the 

SWAN  HOTEL  k  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

TENBURT  WELLS,  WOBCESTERSHIBE. 

Reduced  Tariff  for  Anglers.  Special  terms  to 
families  wishing  to  spend  winter  months.  Three 
meets  weekly  of  Foxhounds  within  reach  of  Hotel 
_ HENRY  HARDEMAN.  Proprietor. 

MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

First  Class  for  Anglers.  Charges  Moderate. 

Also  RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  on  the 
Shores  of  Lough  Conn. 

Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
Good  Pike  Fishing  and  Bough  Shooting 
up  'to  December. 

_ E  MUETAGH,  Provrietor. 

FISHIHO  IH  TWO  BIVEBS  AHD 
FOTJB  X.AKES. 

TAN-Y-BWLCH  HOTEL, 

Capel 

(Five  miles  from  Bettws-y-Coed), 

UNRIVALLED  for  scenery,  fishing,  and  bracing  air, 
perfect  sanitation.— Terms,  &o.,  F.  COBDEN  (late 
Member  of  Harrow  School  and  Cambridge  Uni^ 
versity  Elevens).  18,000  acres  of  mixed  shooting 
attached  to  the  Hotel. 


PEBXHSHISE. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

Kinlooh  -  Rarinooli. 

RIVEB  TtJMMEL  ANGLING. 

Hotel  visitors  have  free  fishing  on  Loch  Rannooh, 
famous  for  its  very  large  Trout  and  Perox, 

Splendid  Boats  and  experienced  Boatman.  Also 
three  miles  of  River  Tummel,  where  first-rate  sport  is 
had.  Posting  in  all  its  departments.  Board  by  week  Or 
month.  Charges  strictly  moderate. 

GEORGE  GOW.  Proprietor. 

NEW  GALLOWAY,  N.B., 

Zenmure  Arms  Hotel. 

TT OME  Comforts ;  Charming  Health 
kL  Resort ;  Posting  ;  Boating ;  Fishing.  Sal¬ 
mon,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch  abound. 

B.  B.  BA.NTOCK.  Proprietor. 


Thk  LIGHTEST  RODS  IN  USE.  Weight  7  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH’S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod, 4s.  Bd.cIw 

.  12  feet,  stand-up  rings,  winch  fitted,  brass  bottom 
and  bag  complete,  fitted  in  box. 

Carriage  paid  tor  4}d.  extra. 

“  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
It,"-  Marston,  Fishing  Gazkttk,  Sept.  28, 1889. 
J.'OTICB. 

Full  up  with  orders.  One  week  required.  Can 
not  send  this  rod  by  return. 

I  Gut  Cast;  Six.  3  yds.;  six,  2yd8. ;  and  six 
lyA,  2a.  lOd.  Money  returned  if  not  approved. 
I  W arranted  worth  Ss. 

Fine  drawn  Gut,  15in.,  4s.  per  100.  Fine  undrawn, 
2s.  61. ;  Strong,  2s.  6d. ;  Salmon,  6s.  6d,  per  100. 
Split  Cane  American  Fly  Rod,  two  tops,  nickel 
fittings,  wood  case,  IBs.  6d.  If  not  approved 
money  returned. 

,  H.  BOOTH,  21,  Paragon-street,  Hull, 

'  Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Gut  Merchant. 
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NOTICE. 


The  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News¬ 
agents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 

nTevims  of  Sulbscpip^iion. 

The  Gazette  can  he  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  .  lOs.  (id. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  .5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage .  12a.  6d. 

Advepliisements. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


(JisWnj 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  14th,  1893. 


AN  IMPORTANT  QUESTION  TO 
FISHING  TACKLE  FIRMS. 


Sir, — May  we,  the  undersigned,  ask  your  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  following  matter,  which  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  whole  of  the  fishing- 
tackle  trade.®  We  have  found  out  by  experience 
that  there  are  a  certain  number  of  individuals  who 
evidently  go  the  whole  round  of  firms  who  advertise, 
drawing  a  supply  of  rods  and  tackle  from  each, 
never  intending  to  pay,  and,  as  they  give  a  fresh 
address  in  almost  every  case,  it  is  impossible  to 
trace  them,  as  the  only  information  procurable  is 
“  Gone  ;  no  address.”  If  you  will  kindly  consent 
to  keep  a  list  of  names,  which  may  be  sent  to  you 
by  anyone  in  the  trade,  open  for  reference  by 
them  only,  of  such  defaulters,  it  would  be  of 
great  service,  and  could  not  fail  to  put  a  check  on 
such  transactions.  There  are  many  persons  of  un¬ 
doubted  respectability  who  thoughtlessly  leave 
small  accounts  unpaid,  or  omit  to  give  home 
address  when  away  on  a  fishing  trip.  It  must 
not  be  supposed  that  the  above  remarks  refer  to 
them  in  any  way,  but  sometimes  even  this  kind 
of  forgetfulness  in  the  case  of  amounts,  small  in 
themselves,  but  large  in  the  aggregate,  causes  a 
great  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble. — Yours,  &c., 
Francis  M.  Walbran,  Leeds. 

W.  J.  Cummins,  Bishop  Auckland. 

G.  Little  and  Co.,  London. 

Wm.  Brown  and  Co.,  Aberdeen. 

[In  the  interests  of  our  advertisers  we  are 
willing  to  keep  a  list  such  as  is  suggested,  and 
hope  it  may  lead  to  the  conviction  of  some  of  the 
parties,  who  appear  to  make  a  living  by  robbing 
fishing  tackle  and  other  firms,  AYe  already  have 
the  names  of  several  of  them. — Ed.] 


THE  WEATHER  AND  THE  SCOTCH 
SALMON  FISHERIES. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


The  salmon  are  by  no  means  very  frisky  just 
now.  Winter  reigns  with  cruel  and  depressing 
severity.  So  far  as  run,  it  has  jiroved  the  most 
rigorous  experienced  for  many  long  years.  It  is 
now  thirty-three  years  since  the  frost  was  so 
intense  in  several  districts  north  of  the  Tweed 
as  already  this  year  it  has  twice  been.  At  the 
time  I  write  the  salmon  rivers  of  Scotland  are 
nearly  all  completely  frozen  over  from  bank 
to  bank  throughout  almost  the  whole  of  their 
length.  It  is  now  eleven  years,  dating  from  the 
present  time,  since  they  last  were  so  completely 
blocked.  This  state  of  matters  is  very  unwelcome 
to  many.  The  season  for  spring  salmon  angling 
is  fast  approaching,  and  a  month  hence  it  will 
“be  on”  wherever  there  are  rivers  that  have  a 
run  of  spring  salmon.  But  it  will  not,  there  is 
great  reason  to  fear,  be  a  great  success  at  the 
commencement.  As  yet  fish  have  bad  really  no 
chance  of  running  inland.  In  the  earliest  rivers 
the  great  head  of  them  run  in  January.  Towards 
the  end  of  December  many  of  them  push  up  in 
a  few  rivers  when  the  weather  is  open  and  the 
water  in  fair  going  volume.  But  this  past 
Deiiember  they  were  elfectually  kept  from  obeying 
their  migratory  instincts.  Early  in  the  month 
the  frost  became  intense,  and  soon  the  rivers 
got  utterly  ice-bound,  with  the  result,  of  course, 
that,  except  perhaps  in  Tay,  the  fish  had  no  open 
run.  Ice  blocked  the  way,  and  continued  to 
do  so  for  nearly  three  weeks.  A  spate  came 
thereafter,  and  the  rivers  for  several  days  ran 
very  high  ;  but  the  fish,  according  to  reports  I 
have  received,  did  not  run  freely.  The  water,  it 
was  said,  was  too  heavy  and  too  cold  to  be 
readily  encountered.  When  at  length  it  ha(i  run 
down  to  about  the  right  size  for  the  fish  facing 
it,  frost  again  set  in,  and  ever  since  has  steadily 
gripped.  Tay’s  and  Loch  Tay’s  opening  day  is 
Saturday,  but  it  will  be  Monday  before  angling 
begins.  What  sport  will  be  got  during  the  early 
days  of  these  waters’  season  is  not  for  me  to  pre¬ 
dict.  Only  it  may  be  remarked  that  weather 
conditions  are,  in  the  meantime,  not  at  all  favour¬ 
able. 

The  Thurso,  Naver,  and  Borgic  in  the  far  north 
opened  for  rods  on  the  11th  (AVednesday),  but,  of 
course,  nothing  was  done  on  them.  Like  most 
other  rivers,  they  have  not  been  open  this  winter 
more  than  a  few  days,  since  the  time  for  the  early 
fish  running  arrived.  Hence  they  are  still,  even 
were  they  in  angling  gear,  practically  without 
clean  fish  to  afford  sport. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  this  terribly  intense  frost  will 
not  last  much  longer  ;  vast  numbers  of  the  late- 
run  fish  have  yet  to  spawn,  and  spawn  they  can¬ 
not  so  long  as  it  continues.  From  some  rivers  it 
is  reported  that  not  a  third  of  them  have  yet 
succeeded  in  spawning  out.  Before  the  first  long 
spell  of  frost  but  few  indeed  had  got  upon  the 
redds — and  in  the  interval  between  it  and  the 
coming  on  of  the  present  protracted  spell, 
although  they  were  busy,  but  few  completed 
operations,  as  bottom  grue  knocked  them  oft'  the 
redds  after  they  had  been  only  a  few  days  on. 


YORKSHIRE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION. 

ANNUAL  DINNER,  1893. 

The  ninth  annual  dinner  of  Y’orkshire  Anglers 
and  their  friends  will  be  held  at  the  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Leeds,  at  6  p.m.  for  6.30  sharp,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Feb.  i.  Chairman,  Cyril  Ransome,  M.A. 


A  Grand  Tobacco. — Mr.  John  Cotton,  of 
Frederick- street,  Edinburgh,  has  sent  us  some 
of  his  celebrated  “  No.  1  Mild  ”  smoking  mixture. 
It  costs  ten  shillings  per  pound,  but  it  certainly 
is  worth  the  money.  A  very  good  salmon  angler 
and  all  round  sportsman,  who  first  recommentied 
it  to  us,  and  who  has  smoked  it  for  years,  says  : 
“  It  is  the  coolest  and  best  flavoured  tobacco  I 
have  ever  come  against;  you  can  smoke  it  all 
day  long  without  burning  your  tongue.”  AVith 
a  canister  of  “  No.  1  Mild  ”  in  our  fishing  case, 
we  should  feel  quite  comfortable  when  starting 
on  a  fortnight’s  fishing  expedition. 


19 


By  Mac. 

Most  of  the  Scotch  salmon  rivers  still  remain 
terribly  choked  up ;  up  to  Tuesday  at  any  rate 
they  were  in  that  state.  The  more  slow-flowing 
of  them  have  all  their  pools  sheeted  over  from 
bank  to  bank  with  ice,  perfectly  smooth,  and  from 
two  or  three  to  six  or  seven  inches  in  thickness. 
Those  that  are  swift  running  are  choked  with 
hardened  “grue,”  which,  with  the  pressure,  is 
piled  up  in  many  curious  shapes.  First  the  float¬ 
ing  grue  settled  in  some  quiet  pool,  and  then  it 
piled  on  and  on.  From  where  it  commenced  in 
the  several  lengths  of  river  it  soon  extended 
many  miles  inland.  Thus  quickly  extending  and 
filling  up  the  gaps,  it  is  no  wonder  that  during 
the  nearly  three  weeks  time  that  the  intense  frost 
has  kept  hold,  it  has  about  completely  put  out  of 
sight  all  the  running  water  along  the  entire 
length  of  the  rivei-s.  Salmon  have  been  wholly 
out  of  sight  for  over  a  fortnight.  This  is  per¬ 
fectly  true  regarding  them  in  every  river  north 
of  the  Tweed,  bar  the  Tay  and  the  Ness. 

Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday  showed  signs  of 
freshening,  off  ami  on,  and  on  the  whole  they 
were  milder,  but  though  very  hard,  swift  runs  of 
water  here  and  there  began  to  throw  off  the  frost’s 
grip,  there  yet  was  not  a  decided  enough  fresh  to 
cause  a  general  break  up. 


Let  us  hope  the  thaw  will  hold,  but  that  it  will 
not  prove  sudden.  Just  now,  a  sudden  freshening 
with  a  strong  south  wind  would  make  an  awful 
racket.  There  is  such  a  weight  and  accumulation 
of  solid  ice  and  frost-hardened  grue  that,  if  it 
gave  way  of  a  sudden,  it  would  sweep  and  plough 
up  the  spawn  beds  in  a  frightful  manner.  This 
cannot  now  bo  averted  except  by  meams  of  a  very 
slow  gradual  freshening  to  melt  a  vast  proportion 
of  the  ice  and  grue  before  the  break  up  comes 
about. 


This  year  how  do  matters  now  look  in  view  of 
the  future.®  AYe  heard  and  saw  a  lot  about  the 
early  salmon  having  a  grand  spawning  time. 
Doubtless  they  had.  But,  it  will  be  remembered, 
the  rivers  and  streams  were  high  at  the  time. 
Indeed,  they  were  much  too  high  considering  the 
state  they  have  been  in  for  most  of  the  time  since 
then.  For  five  weeks  at  least  they  have  been 
lo'wer  than  ordinary  summer  drought  level. 
From  many  rivers  I  have  it  on  the  best 
authority  that  for  weeks  the  ova  in  the  redds 
which  many  salmon  were  on  in  October  and  early 
in  November  must  have  been  above  water  level. 
This  means  the  utter  loss  of  such  ova.  In  many 
instances  the  water  of  late  was  surface  level 
three  or  four  feet  lower  than  when  the  fish 
spawned.  Then,  too,  it  is  reported  from  quite  a 
lot  of  remote  highland  rivers  that  there  was 
a  great  tearing-up  of  the  spawn  beds  by  the 
sudden  ice  flood  of  December.  To  those  who 
understand  these  facts  cannot  but  make  it  evident 
that  a  great  loss  has  already  resulted  to  the  future 
of  the  fisheries.  But,  in  addition,  there  is  the 
now  the  most  serious  state  of  matters  in  regard  to 
the  autumn-run  fish.  They,  by  the  frost  being  so 
severe  as  to  cause  the  redds  to  be  covered  by 
bottom  fast  grue,  have  been  kept  from  spawning. 
Since  they  were  ripe  for  it  they  have  scarcely 
had  more  than  five  or  six  days  altogether  for 
shedding  their  spawn.  Before  the  first  long  spell 
of  frost  few  of  them  had  begun  to  spawn.  Several 
days  after  it  commenced  those  that  were  on  the 
redds  were  driven  off  by  the  grue.  After  the 
flood,  which  succeeded  at  the  end  of  about  three 
weeks,  vast  numbers  worked  busily  for  a  couple 
of  days,  but  after  that  they  were  again  driven  off, 
and  ever  since  have  been  kept  off.  If  a  thunder¬ 
ing  flood — the  result  of  a  sudden  thaw  breaking 
up  the  ice,  to  crash  and  hustle  along — came  about 
there  will  most  likely  be  a  great  scattering  of  the 
paired  fish,  and,  as  in  1881  (the  last  occasion 
when,  after  a  spell  of  intense  frost,  the  ice  sud¬ 
denly  broke  up),  very  large  numbers  of  baggits 
be  found  in  the  rivers  after  the  rod  season  begins. 


Mr.  Archd.  Harper  writes  that  he  has  proved 
from  observation,  and  made  doubly  sure  of  the 
fact  by  having  caught  the  fish  after  working,  that 
the  male  does  aSfeist  in  the  digging  of  the  spawn- 
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beds,  which  he  digs  not  with  his  tail  but  with  his 
snout.  What  he  says  ho  is  prepared  to  demon¬ 
strate  to  anyone  who  will  arrange  to  visit  him 
during  the  spawning  time  of  the  salmon.  He 
says  he  will  point  out  the  fish  working  with  his 
head,  and  then  net  him  to  afford  conclusive  proof 
that  he  is  the  male.  All  right,  Archie — go  at  it  1 


A  Reay  Fokester  writes:  “The  spawning 
season  is  now  about  over  in  the  array  of  rivers  of 
the  west  coast  of  Sutherland  and  Ross  ;  and  the 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout,  with  the  exception 
of  a  very  few  pairs,  have  all  gone  into  deep  water. 
The  severe  frost  prevailing  for  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  days  has  very  much  reduced  the  volume  of 
water,  and  may,  I  fear,  have  proved  injurious. 
It  will  so  prove,  that  is  certain,  should  it  last 
must  longer,  as  ova  deposited  close  to  the  banks 
and  in  the  shallowest  water  will  get  dry  and  bo 
nipped.”  _ 

The  angling  season  on  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay, 
dated  to  open  on  January  1.5,  will  not  practically 
have  a  beginning  this  year  until  the  following 
day,  owing  to  the  15th  being  Sunday. 


Ox  Wednesday  of  this  week  the  open  season  for 
rods  commenced  on  the  early  far  north  salmon 
rivers,  Naver,  Thurso,  and  Borgie.  We  very 
much  fear  there  will  be  but  very  little  sport  go”t 
on  these  fisheries  for  some  time  to  come,  as  the 
prevailing  nature  of  the  weather  since  the  present 
year  came  in  must  have  tended  very  greatly  to 
discourage  fish  from  leaving  the  sea. 


Mr.  Harper  writes  anent  the  dipper  as  follows  : 
“  Last  spawning  season  I,  as  usual,  watched 
the  movements  of  that  persecuted  little  bird,  the 
dipper,  and  I  must  again  bear  testimony  to  its 
comparative  harmlessness  as  a  fry  and  ova  cater. 
I  shot  one  in  a  small  burn,  where  many  salmon 
were,  at  that  time,  spawning,  and  the  dipper  was 
diving  in  the  vicinity  of  the  redds.  The  result 
of  my  examination  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
has  satisfied  me,  .so  that  1  shall  not  shoot  any 
more  of  them. 


“  Indeed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  dipper  is  in 
reality  a  benefit  in  streams  where  salmon  or  trout 
deposit  their  spawn  ;  for  this  reason,  they  feed 
mostly  on  insects,  such  as  water  beetles  and  their 
larva,  which,  we  are  told  on  good  authority  (Mr. 
Andrews’)  arc  most  destructive  to  fry.  'Fhc  fish, 
in  their  spawning  operations,  disturb  these 
insects,  they  are  carried  down  by  the  current,  and 
are  greedily  devoured  by  the  dipper. 

“  ‘  Tru  e,’  says  someone,  ‘  but  the  bird  eats  ova  as 
well.’  My  frequent  examinations  of  the  stomach 
docs  not  go  to  corroborate  this  assertion.  1  never 
found  ova,  but  the  stomach  was  generally  well 
filled  with  water  beetles.  I  submit  that  in  the 
spawning  season  the  dipper  may  swallow  an  occa¬ 
sional  egg  that  is  carried  past  the  redds ;  but  is 
the  bird  thus  doing  an  ininry  P  Most  assuredly 
not.  Eggs  that  are  carried  past  the  redds  are 
lost  in  any  case.  For  one  reason — they  arc  not 
impregnated,  and  they  only  go  to  fill  the  stomachs 
of  trout,  that  keep  watching  for  them  at  the  tail 
of  the  redds. 


“  All  the  ova  that  are  safely  deposited  in  the 
redds  are  quite  out  of  reach' of  the  dipper,  while 
the  beetles  on  which  it  feeds  can  reach  the  ova, 
however  carefully  they  are  hidden. 


“lx  the  Fishinfj  Gazette,  Dec.  J,  18ft2,  is  an 
article  entitled,  “  How  to  Breed  and  Rear  Trout,” 
in  which  the  author  gives  an  illustration  of  the 
Dijtiscus  (water  beetle),  and  which  he  describes  as  a 
‘  terrible  enemy  to  young  trout.’  Seeing  that 
the  dipper  eats  those  insects  in  large  quantities,  1 
should  say  it  would  be  unwise  to  kill  it.  I  knew 
owners  of  fisheries  who  paid  6d.  per  head  for 
every  dipper  their  keepers  killed.  I  never  knew 
any  benefit  come  by  the  destruction  of  these, 
but  1  noticed  a  decided  falling  off  in  some  rivers. 
I  know'  one  river  where  the  birds  were  left  alone, 
and  is  the  best  river  in  the  north.” 


The  Dee  in  the  middle  and  upper  reaches  is 
almost  closed  over  with  ice,  and  daily  the  silver 
streak  is  getting  smaller  and  smaller.  The  close 
time  bids  fair  to  be  a  close  time  indeed — with 
frosts. 


THE  llEV.  MR.  DRYEX8’  LETTER, 
“POACHING  ON  THE  TWEED.” 


By  E.  M.  Tod. 


1  consider  the  youths,  yes,  and  the  adults  of 
Innerleithen,  on  the  Tweed,  most  fortunate  in 
their  (’ongregational  minister — a  bold  and  true 
man,  who  does  not  mince  matters. 

Such  teachers  are  none  too  common  in  this 
time-serving  age,  where  so  many  men  study  how 
to  be  popular ;  and  they  should  be  all  the  more 
appreciated  by  all  thinking  men,  and  anglers  are 
thinking  men.  Now,  in  speaking  of  the  pecuniary 
gains  arising  from  salmon  poaching,  Mr.  Dryens 
asks,  “  How  do  they  sjiend  itP  In  getting  better 
clothes,  food,  or  education  for  self  or  children ” 
and  leaves  the  questions  to  answer  themselves. 

The  true  answer  is,  that  drink  and  unthrift  are 
the  poacher’s  curse,  and  as  a  rule  his  companions- 
in-arms  ;  should  ho  save  his  ill-gotten  gains,  they 
bring  no  blessing  to  him  or  to  his  family,  and  I 
honour  the  pastor  who,  instead  of  preaching 
platitudes  from  his  pulpit,  steps  down  amongst 
his  “  young  men,”  and  hits  out  right  and  left, 
striking  where  the  fault  lies.  Manly  is  the  tone 
in  which  he  writes,  reminding  me  of  Dr  Arnold, 
of  Rugby  fame,  amongst  his  “  boys.” 

“  No  man  can  sniggle  (?)  or  net,  with  the  fear  of 
the  bailiffs  pouncing  upon  him,  without  being, 
morally,  a  worse  man. 

“It  is  this  little  degrading,”  he  adds  forcibly, 
“  that  leads  to  the  damning  of  our  young  men. 
My  life  is  spent  in  their  behalf,  and  (I  write  it 
with  the  deepest  regret)  this  poaching  business 
is  the  curse  of  a  large  number  of  our  young  men, 
follows  with  many  good  qualities,  who  could 
easily  become  noble  and  true,  if  they  were  bold 
enough  to  leave  the  salmon  alone.” 

This  is  to  the  point  with  a  vengeance,  but  it  is 
infinitely  kind  in  its  uncomprcniising  fidelity 
toward  those  whose  best  interests  he  has  at 
heart. 

1  commend  the  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Dec.  dl,  1802,  to  the  whole  angling  community — 
to  salmon  fishermen  in  particular. 

I  do  not  say  that  1  agree  with  all  its  sugges¬ 
tions,  and  I  shall  criticise,  but  iu  the  friendliest 
spirit,  this  excellent  letter,  which  I  think  may  bo 
written  by  one  who  is  jirobably  not  very  well 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  jimcficaf  problems  he 
seeks  so  earnestly  to  find  a  solution  for. 

1  will,  for  instance,  quote  this  from  his  pen  : 

“In  conclusion,”  he  says,  “there  are  certain 
things  I  w'ould  like  to  say.  (1)  If  it  is  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  supply  of  salmon,  that  the  nets  be 
allowed  to  fish  after  September,  there  should  be 
no  rod  fishing  for  salmon  after  that  date. 

“  If  it  is  right  for  rod  fishing  to  go  on  until 
December,  it  ought  to  be  right  for  net  fish¬ 
ing.” 

Now,  at  the  first  glance,  there  is  much  here 
that  is  hard  to  answer  according  to  the  laws  of 
morality,  and  the  laws  which  govern  the  fish 
supply  of  the  nation.  This,  however,  is  my 
interpretation  as  one  who  knows  the  Tw'eed 
pretty  well,  and  who  looks  on  matters  like  these 
from  a  sportsman's  standpoint.  The  Tweed  is 
essentially  the  sportsman' s  river,  and  in  favour¬ 
able  seasons  affords  undeniable  sport.  And  w'ho 
that  is  worthy  the  name  can  disregard  the  fame 
of  such  men  as  old  “  Rob  Kerss  of  the  Trows,” 
the  Purdies,  the  Kersses,  and  other  piscatorial 
heroes  of  ancient  (and  modern)  Tweedside  fame. 
Let  it  be  understood  that  the  rod  fishings  let  for 
enormous  sums.  Where  w'ould  they  be  if  netting 
were  permitted  to  the  end  of  November? 

Does  Mr.  Dryens  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
that  there  is  very  little  rod  fishing  worth  having 
until  the  nets  are  taken  off,  in  the  middle  portions 
of  the  Tweed,  say,  from  Galashiels  down  to  Floors 
Oastle — save  when  a  good  flood  and  favouring 
tides  allow  salmon  a  fair  chance  of  escaping  into 
the  angling  portions  of  the  river — during  Sunday 
when  the  Berwick  netters  are  at  rest — their  value 
becoming  doubled  at  least,  the  moment  they  are 
in  sporting  waters  ? 

If  money  is  to  be  circulated  to  do  good  to  the 
country  at  large,  let  us  see  that  the  interests  of 
the  sportsman  who  pays,  one  way  and  another, 
from  £'4  to  £6  sterling,  and  sometimes  more,  for 
every  fish  he  or  his  guests  land  with  the  fly, 
are  protected. 


Besides  this,  if  the  nets  were  at  work  all  the 
time — i.e.,  to  end  of  November — they  would  be 
killing  so  many  mqrc  fish  that,  between  netting 
and  rodfishing,  the  supply  of  Tweed  salmon  would 
soon  give  out. 

The  river  is  often  full  of  salmon,  and  every 
“  sportsman  ”  knows  that  sometimes  for  days  he 
can  hardly  get  a  fish,  from  atmospheric  conditions, 
or  because  of  unsettled  states  of  the  rivei',  which 
keep  the  fish  travelling  upwards. 

All  these  conditions  are  altered  in  net  fi.shing, 
which  (as  carried  out  at  Tweedmouth),  hardly 
gives  the  fish  a  chance  of  ascending  the  river  at 
all. 

1  will  now  .show  Mr.  Dryens  how  easy  it  is  to 
be  led  into  error  by  conclusions  which  do  not  take 
a  practical  andcomjirehensive  view  of  the  question 
by  writing  these  words  down  (they  are  my  own)  : 
If  it  is  fair  to  net  the  fish  at  Berwick,  it  is  cijually 
fair  to  net  the  few  that  escape  their  meshwork  of 
nets,  when  they  manage  to  get  up  to  the  upper 
regions,  where  the  sjiortsman  pays  so  highly  for 
rent.  And  yet  this  is  an  argument  that  cannot 
be  allowed  for  one  moment.  The  right  way  to 
look  at  it  is  to  abide  by  the  laws,  and  if  they  arc 
unsatisfactory  try  to  get  them  amended  by  fair 
means. 

It  is  abundantly  clear  to  me  that  true  sportsmen 
will  always  carefullyreturn  heavy  baggits  and  kelts 
to  the  river,  and  it  is  to  their  interest  so  to  act, 
for  they  do  not  sell  their  fish,  and  are  guided  by 
higher  ideas,  I  trust,  than  to  kill  unseasonable 
fish,  ready  to  spawn.  The  few  hen  fish  that  arc 
killed,  and  which  are  not  yet  heavy  with  spawn, 
though  this  is  to  be  deplored,  cannot  make  an 
appreciable  difference  to  the  “  sujiply  ”  of  salmon, 
whereas  your  poaching  monster,  in  the  free  waters 
(and  elsewhere),  simply  destroys  the  fish  wholesale, 
even  when  so  absolutely  unfit  for  human  food 
that  the  carcass  is  pitched  back  into  the  river 
after  the  roe  alone  has  been  kept. 

The  money  circulated  by  fish  jtoaching  can  d  ) 
no  good  to  the  community  at  largo.  On  the 
contrary,  it  does  positive  harm. 

If  I  dare  express  a  wish  at  all  it  woukl  be  that 
the  nets  were  taken  off  a  fortnight  sooner,  and 
that  rod  fUhing  should  cease  on  Nov.  1-5,  as  in 
this  way,  at  least,  gravid  fish  would  not  be  so 
frequently  hooked  and  run,  a  jirocess  which  can¬ 
not  but  be  injurious  to  them,  even  when  they  are 
carefully  returned  to  the  river. 

The  great  point  in  Mr.  Dryens’  paper  scorns 
to  be  to  educate  his  jmutig  men,  and  to  make 
them  shun  poaching  as  a  vice. 

This  is  far  better  than  the  system  of  punishing 
them  by  law,  when  a  conviction  has  been 
obtained ! 

But  whilst  Radicals  preach  the  doctrine  of 
“  Free  fishing  for  a  free  people,”  throughout 
Scotland,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dryens  will  find  his  work 
cut  out.  For  all  that,  all  good  anglers  will  heartily 
wish  him  and  his  mission  God  speed. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  read  the 
Rev.  IMr.  Dryens’  letter  in  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  7.  lie  draws  a  sad  picture  enough.  I  quite 
feel  w'ith  him,  however,  that  it  is  ridiculous  to 
allow  the  w'ater  bailiffs  unlimited  power,  and  to 
allow  two  of  them  to  swear  away  the  character 
of  an  honest  angler  is,  of  course,  unjust;  but  are 
such  cases  at  all  common,  Mr.  Dryens?  I  should 
think  not. 

I  have  heard  of  cases  where  the  water  bailiff 
has  apprehended  gentlemen  of  high  character  for 
killing  smolts,  and  when  tested  they  could  not 
pick  out  salmon  and  sea  trout  smolts  from  .a 
basket  of  clcar-bellied  trout,  such  as  are  found  on 
bright,  sandy,  and  pebbly  bottoms — but  the  oasc.s 
are  not  jiarallol. 

It  is  ridiculous  to  have  as  water  bailiff.s  men 
who  know  nothing  of  angling— perhaps  of  poac-h- 
ing  ! 

Fancy  setting  a  townsman,  or  anyone  un¬ 
acquainted  with  his  work,  to  watch  a  man  fishing, 
and  to  decide  whether  he  is  fishing  fairly  or  no. 
Without  malicious  intent  such  a  man  is  apt  to 
do  an  act  of  injustice  (once  in  a  way)  through 
gross  ignorance. 

I  observe  that  Mr.  Dryens  (not  Mr.  Dryerre)  is 
a  fisher  of  fish  as  well  as  of  men.  I  apologise  for 
my  mistake,  and  trust  that  he  will  take  my 
criticisms  as  they  are  meant — kindly. 

I  cordially  re-echo  his  wish,  that  Government 
may  yet  pass  a  Salmon  Act  for  Scotland,  and 
that  soon. — E.  M.  T. 
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liHIXEY  CiOES  SALMON  FISHING.* 


Brixky  liiid  licpii  for  some  time  meditating  a 
d!i3/’s  salmon-tisiiing.  lie  had  taken  out  his  rod 
and  put  it  together  more  than  once — he  had  even 
run  the  lines  through  the  rings  and  made  fancy 
casts  at  olpccts  on  the  ground — hut  there  was 
something  in  the  whole  thing  which,  in  a  way, 
iippalled  him.  The  twenty-foot  rod  was  so  unlike 
t  he  light  bamboo  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed 
in  bottom  fishing — the  reel  was  so  heavy,  the 
line  so  thick  .and  so  long.  The  wide,  ra])id  river, 
1 00,  was  no  ]oke  ;  and  lie  looked  at  his  wading- 
boot.s,  and  actual!}’  one  day  jiut  them  on  to  see 
how  the}’  felt.  '1  he  decision  he  came  to  was  that 
his  feelings  must  be  very  like  those  of  a  “hog  in 
armour.”  In  short,  the  going  out  to  fish  for 
salmon  seemed  to  him  something  akin  to  entering 
upon  a  now  line  of  liusiness,  or  going  into  battle 
for  the  first  time,  or  riding  a  stceplcch.aso  on  a 
stiange  horse  and  in  an  nnknow’ii  country — hue 
evej'ything,  he  wisely  decided,  must  have  a 
beginning. 

On  announcing  one  morning  to  Sandy  his 
resolution  to  take  him  with  him  to  the  river,  he 
was  rather  surprised  at  the  manner  in  which  he 
received  the  intelligence. 

“I’m  thinking,”  said  Sandy,  “thefushing  is  no 
yours— -that  is,  in  Spey.  In  the  burn  ye  can  fush 
— hut  in  Spey,  no  !  ” 

“  Y  hat  is  all  this  ”  cried  Brixey.  “Not  fish 
'5*  Spey  ?  Indeed  !  I  tell  you,  man,  the 
fishing  is  ours.  Mr.  M'Snail  told  me  distinctly 
we  have  the  right  of  fishing.  I  remember  his 
very  words — they  are  the  same  as  those  in  the 
advertisement — ‘  there  is  fishing  to  be  had  in  the 
Spey ! ’ ” 

“  Oh,  aye  !  there’s  fushing  to  be  had  in  Spey — 
there’s  nae  dout  o’  that — hut  she’s  just  let  to 
anitherman — a  lord.” 

“  I  advise  you,”  said  Downey,  “  to  go  and  fish. 
M‘Snail  said  you  have  the  fishing,  and  fish  I 
W’ould  if  I  were  you.” 

“  Certainly,”  replied  Brixey :  “  I  mean  to  go. 
The  two  lads  will  go  to-day  with  you  and  Peter, 
and  I  will  take  Sandy  with  me  ;  he  can  show  me 
the  best  holes  for  fish,  and  the  boundaries.” 

“  Eh,  sure,  I  ken  weel  the  boondaries,”  said 
Sandy,  “  but  for  a’  that  Mr.  M'Snail  telled  ye 
the  fushing  is  let  to  the  lord.” 

“Stuff  and  nonsense!”  exclaimed  Brixey, 
whose  indignation  began  to  he  roused.  “You  will 
attend  me  to  the  river  to-day.  Fish  I  will,  and 
Mr.  M'Snail  shall  be  answerable  for  the  con- 
serpiences.” 

“  Well,”  said  Sandy,  “  it's  no  for  the  likes  o’ 
me  to  say  it,  but  I  am  thinking  Mr.  M' Snail  will 
hae  to  answer.  It’s  no  for  me  to  say — but  it’s  no’ 
that  bad  for  fushing  the  day.” 

It  was,  indeed,  a  fishing  day — that  is,  in  so  far  as 
appearances  would  lead  to  such  a  conclusion.  Ex¬ 
perience,  however,  teaches  that  a  good  fishing  day 
is  about  as  uncertain,  in  its  prognostics,  as  a  fine 
scenting  day,  and  even  as  the  best  runs  have  been 
often  got  with  hounds  when  everything  seemed 
against  it;  when  no  “  southerly  wind  and  cloudy 
sky  ”  proclaimed  the  hunting  morning,  on  raw, 
cold  days,  the  wind  in  the  north,  and  even  snow 
on  the  ground — so  is  it  with  salmon-fishing. 
There  are,  however,  certain  negative  signs,  which 
are  next  to  infallible,  to  keep  the  fisher  from 
hogging  the  water  in  vain.  When  huge  mountains 
of  cloud,  with  dazzling  “  silver  lining,”  are.  piled 
up  in  the  sky,  there  is  small  chance  of  moving  a 
fish.  If  the  vapour  is  hanging  on  the  crest  of 
the  upland,  when  there’s  a  “  must  on  the  hull,” 
as  we  have  too  often  been  told  when  we  w’ere 
anxiously  looking  out  for  a  fishing  day,  the  fish 
will  scarcely  ever  take  a  lly.  But  this  was  as 
likely  a  morning  as  could  be  hoped  for — the 
atmo.spbere  not  too  clear,  the  distances  not  too 
sharply  defined,  the  temperature  genial,  not  hot, 
fho  sky  partially  clouded,  but  not  with  those 
monstrous  fleecy  masses  spoken  of  above.  There 
W'as  a  light  wind  up-stream,  and  the  water,  Sandy 
gave  it  as  his  ojjinioii,  was  in  first-rate  order, 
neither  too  high  or  too  low,  and  a  good  colour. 

So  Brixey,  full  of  hope,  not  unmixed  with  some 
misgivings  as  to  his  qualifications  for  ihe  work 
cut  out  for  him,  and  Sandy,  with  a  look  of  resig¬ 
nation  to  his  fate,  started  together  for  the  river, 

*  From  “The  Tommiebej?  Shootings,”  by  Thomas 
Jeans.  (By  permission  of  Messrs.  George  Eoutledge  and 
Sons,  Limited.) 
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the  latter  armed  with  a  clip,  and  carrying  over 
his  shoulder  his  master’s  wading-boots ;  Brixey 
bearing  the  rod  in  its  cover. 

“  And  who  is  this  lord  ?  ”  he  inquired  of  Sandy, 
“thi.s  lord  you  talk  of,  that  rents,  as  you  say, 
tlie  river?  \'ou  must  be  wrong  there — the 
thing  is  impossible  I  But  who  is  he  ?  ” 

“  I'lh!  it’s  a  lord  wi’  an  English  name.  I  can 
no  niiiid  the  name.  “We  just  ca’  him  ‘the  lord.’ 
He  s  a  beautirul  fusher,  and  there’s  no  a  stane  in 
Spey  he  does  na  ken  as  well  as  if  he  was  born 
and  bred  in  the  strath.” 

“  1  shall  most  certainly  come  to  an  understand¬ 
ing  with_  his  lordship,  if  w’e  should  happeii  to 
meet,”  said  Brixey.  “  Ry-the-bye,  does  be  live  in 
the  neighbourhood  ?  ” 

“■  Eh,  sure — whan  he’s  in  the  country.  Ye'll 
see  the  lodge  down  bye  frae  thejoool  of  the  brae — 
all  I  it’s  there  we’ll  try  first.  If  there’s  a  fush  in 
the  w'ater  he'll  be  there — it’s  a  yirincipal  place, 
the  Pool  o’  the  Brae.” 

A  walk  of  about  a  mile  and  a-halE  brought 
them  to  the  river,  which  was  here  confined  to  a 
narrower  bed  than  usual.  The  bank  they  were 
standing  upon  was  low  and  shelving,  and  the 
water  dashing  against  the  rough  stones  that 
checked  its  career  was  broken  into  bubbling 
ripples  as  it  washed  the  shore.  On  the  opposite 
side  it  was  fiow’ing  smoothly  and  noiselessly  at 
the  base  of  a  precipitous  rock,  which  gave  the 
name  to  the  spot — a  name  unpronounceable  in 
Gaelic,  but,  being  interpreted,  the  Pool  of  the 
Brae.  After  preserving  this  character  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  distance — till  the  rock,  in  fact,  receded 
from  the  w’ater  side — the  stream  became  wider 
and  more  rapid,  eddying,  and  foaming,  and 
battling  with  the  masses  of  rock,  some  of  which 
lifted  up  their  round  polished  heads  high  and 
dry  out  of  the  water. 

Brixey  could  not  help  contrasting  in  his  mind 
this  brawling  torrent  with  the  silent,  smoothly- 
gliding  stream  in  which  his  punt  used  to  be 
moored,  head  and  stern,  when  he  fished  for 
roach  or  barbel  at  Ditton,  or  Hampton,  on  the 
Thames.  The  advantage,  in  his  eyes,  lay  very 
decidedly  with  the  latter  river.  Nothing,  he 
thought,  short  of  a  miracle  could  enable  any¬ 
body  to  catch  a  fish  in  such  a  mill-tail,  such  a 
whirlpool  as  that. 

AVhile  he  was,  with  the  awkwardness  of  a 
tyro,  getting  into  his  wading  boots,  Sandy  was 
putting  together  the  rod,  tying  the  joints  care¬ 
fully  together — a  process  never  before  seen  by 
his  master.  The  line  was  passed  through  the 
rings,  the  casting-line  attached,  and  nothing 
remained  but  to  choose  a  lly.  This  was  a  much 
more  difficult  matter  than  it  might  seem,  from 
the  great  variety  of  good-looking  Hies  in  Brixey’s 
book  —  one  w’as  too  bright,  and  one  was  too 
large — another  would  be  the  “  verra  thing,”  if  it 
had  but  the  turkey-wing — another  would  be  “  no 
that  bad,”  if  it  was  not  so  sma’.  He  picked  out 
at  length,  after  much  deliberation,  the  dullest 
and  meanest-looking  of  the  lot,  tied  it  on  the 
casting-line,  and  handed  the  rod  to  Brixey. 

He  was  to  begin,  Sandy  told  him,  at  the  head 
of  the  pool,  throwing  quite  over  to  the  rock  on 
the  other  side.  And  now  began  Brixey’s  trouble. 
It  was  in  vain  he  tried  to  get  out  his  lino.  Neither 
by  violent  effort,  nor  by  coaxing  could  it  be 
induced  to  obey  orders.  He  Hogged  the  water 
till  his  arms  fairly  ached,  but  still  the  line  always 
fell  in  a  heap.  “Throw  to  the  rock  on  the  other 
side,  indeed  !  ”  he  soliloquised. 

“Just  take  up  the  line  short,  and  throw  out,” 
said  Sandy,  “  an’  then  gie  out  a  wee  bit  mair,  an’ 
then  anither  bittock.” 

Brixey  tried  this — it  was  no  use,  so  he  handed 
the  rod  to  Sandy,  fully  anticipating  a  failure  from 
him  also.  He,  however,  letting  out  a  length  of 
line,  which  to  Brixey  seemed  utterly  impossible 
to  lift  ag.ain,  made  a  cast,  and  the  fly  dropped 
lightly  within  half  a  foot  of  the  rock.  After 
explaining  how  this  wa.s  to  be  accomplished,  he 
gave  back  the  rod  to  his  master,  who  proceeded 
to  put  in  practice  the  lesson  he  had  received.  He 
was  in  the  act  of  drawing  in  his  fly  for  a  fresh 
cast,  when  a  big  swirl  was  seen  in  mid  stream. 
His  rod  was  suddenly  jerked  downwards,  so  that 
the  point  touched  the  water,  and  the  wheel  was 
heard  spinning  rapidly — grinding  delicious  music 
— as  the  line  ran  out  with  a  velocity  to  cut  the 
fingers  off. 

“  Luft  the  point  !  Up  wi’  the  rod  !  Dinna  touch 
the  line  !  Oh  !  it’s  a  bonny  fush  !  ”  cried  Sandy, 
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helping  Brixey  to  raise  the  rod,  and  seeing  that 
the  line  was  free.  “  Hand  up  the  rod — are  ye 
daft?  Bit  the  butt  to  him!  Shouther  the  rod! 
Ech,  wow  !  He’s  off  the  noo,  and  ye  maun  follow 
an’  bo  upsides  wi’  him.  Save  us  a’ !  wind  uji !  ” 
roared  Sandy  as  the  line  became  slack.  It  had 
fouled  a  big  stone.  “  Ye  maun  tak’  to  the  water,” 
cried  Sandy  in  despair ;  “it’s  no  deep.  He’s  clean 
gane  if  ye  no  clear  yon  stane.”  So  Brixey  stepped 
charily  and  cautiously  into  the  water,  and  was 
instantly  nearly  carried  off  his  legs.  The  fish 
was  still  running,  while  the  line  was  the  wrong 
side  of  the  stone.  “Twa  steps  mair!  Just  anither !” 
Brixey,  who  had  now  got  his  legs,  obeyed  mechani¬ 
cally,  and  was  enabled  to  lift  the  line  over  the 
rock. 

“  It’s  a’  richt  the  noo  !  ”  cried  Sandy,  clapping 
his  hands.  “Take  in  more  line,  sir.  More  yet,” 
a  new  voice  was  heard  to  exclaim.  “  You  will 
lose  that  fish,  sir,  if  you  don’t  wind  up  your  line; 
ho  is  not  gone  down  stream,  he  is  in  the  deeji 
water  over  there,  and  is  making  most  likely  up; 
the  stream  is  carrying  out  your  line.  They  never 
leave  this  pool.  For  God’s  sake,  sir,  take  in 
your  line !  I  knew  it,  by  the  Lord  Harry !  ”  con¬ 
tinued  the  voice,  now  pitched  in  alto.  “  There' 
your  fish,  sir!  ”  as  a  heavy  salmon  jumped  high 
out  of  the  water  a  little  way  above  Brixey,  and 
tell  back  with  a  loud  splash. 

“  To  shore,  sir,  quick !  D — n  it,  sir !  don’t 
stay  pottering  there.  Come  out  of  the  water, 
I  say  !  Here,  hand  me  your  rod,”  and,  while 
Brixey  was  clumsily  stepping  up  the  bank,  the 
owner  of  the  voice  was  winding  up  the  line 
vigorously.  “  Now,  sir,  take  your  rod  again  ; 
keep  a  gentle  hold  upon  him — just  feel  him — no 
more.  Bless  my  soul,  sir  !  What  the  devil  are 
you  after  ?  ”  Brixey,  now  completely  bewildered, 
had  allowed  the  line  to  bag  for  a  moment.  He 
found  himself — he  did  not  know  why,  and  he  could 
not  tell  how — following,  as  well  as  his  damaged 
intellects  would  allow  him  to  comprehend  their 
meaning,  the  directions  of  a  fine-looking  elderly 
gentleman,  who  was  capering  about  in  a  high 
state  of  excitement,  with  a  clip  in  his  hand,  while 
a  man  was  standing  by,  looking  on,  with  a  rod 
slanted  over  his  shoulder. 

Doing  as  he  was  bid,  like  a  good  boy — now 
winding  up  line,  now  slackening  it  off,  now  going 
a  little  up  the  water,  then  a  little  down — he  suc¬ 
ceeded, in  the  course  of  about  half  an  hour  (the  very 
longest  half  hour  he  had  ever  passed)  in  bringing 
on  his  side  a  heavy  salmon,  whose  bright,  silver 
belly  flashed  in  the  shallow  water. 

“  Now,  sir,  keep  the  point  of  your  rod  up— well 
up,  sir,  and  walk  gently  backwards.  Steady,  sir, 
ste-a-dy  !  I  have  him — a  noble  fish,  by  Jupiter !  ” 
exclaimed  the  old  gentleman,  as  he  lifted  the 
struggling  fish,  securely  clipped  under  the  belly. 
“  And  now,  sir,”  he  continued,  as  he  shook  the  fish 
off,  and  it  was  floundering  on  the  bank  ere  the 
man  could  give  it  the  coup  de  grace,  “  permit  me 
to  inquire  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  a  fish  killed  in  my  own  water  ?  ” 

He  looked  a  little  warlike  as  he  put  the 
question  to  Brixey,  who  had  handed  the  rod  to 
Sandy,  and  was  now  standing  helplessly  looking  at 
the  fish,  his  arms  hanging  at  his  side.  They  were 
almost  paralysed.  As  long  as  the  excitement  con¬ 
tinued  he  felt  nothing;  he  was  altogether  dead 
beat  now.  He  recognised  in  the  new  comer  the 
gentleman  who  had  brought  the  big  salmon  fo 
the  inn  at  Fochabers  the  other  day.  “I  think, 
sir,”  said  the  latter  again,  after  waiting  some 
little  time  for  a  reply,  “  I  am  fairly  entitled  to 
ask  how  it  happens  that  1  find  you  here  killing 
fish  in  my  favourite  pool  ?  ” 

“  Eh  !  ye’ll  no  put  a  finger  on  yon  fush,  Sandy 
Crant,’’  exclaimed  the  man  with  the  rod  angrily  : 

“are  ye  no  shamed,  man,  to - ”  “Be  quiet, 

Donald!”  The  old  gentleman  spoke  mildly  but 
authoritatively.  Donald  kept  on  muttering,  and 
looking  daggers  at  Sandy,  who  stood  con¬ 
victed — he  knew  it  well.  “  I  give  you  my  word, 
sir,”  said  Brixey,  “that  question  was  not  unlike 
the  one  I  was  about  to  put  to  you.”  “  1  tauld  ye 
— 1  tauld  ye !  ”  cried  Sandy,  addressing  .his 
master,  “  the  fushing  was  no  your.s.  It’s  no  my 
fault.” 

“  Then  it  would  seem,”  interrupted  the  old 
gentleman,  “  you  can  have  no  excuse  for  being 
hero,  sir  !”  “  Pardon  me,  my  dear  sir,”  replied 

Brixey,  warmly,  “  if  I  really  have  been  trepass- 
ing  I  have  done  it  in  utter  ignorance.  I  give  you 
my  honour  I  fancied  I  had  the  right  of  fishing  in 
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the  Spey — that  it  was  part  of  my  holding.  I  am 
lately  come  to  reside  at  Tommiebeg ;  I  admit 
that  my  keeper  did  tell  me  the  fishing  was  let  to 

another,  but  the  factor,  Jlr.  M’Snail - ■”  “  Is 

a  rery  sharp  practitioner,”  put  in  the  other. 
“  And  so  he  told  you  you  were  to  have  the  fish¬ 
ing,  eh  P  Now,  1  assure  j'ou,  I  have  rented  this 
water  tor  many  years.” 

Brixey  said  all  that  could  be  said  in  such  a 
case,  for  he  felt  how  much  he  had  been  in  fault. 
There  was  no  mistaking  the  sincerity  of  his 
regret ;  it  was  evident  he  had  been  under  a  wrong 
impression,  and  the  real  owner  of  the  fishing  was 
so  good-natured  about  it,  and  made  so  light  of  the 
affair,  that  he  was  soon  put  at  his  ease. 

“  Let  me  know,  now,  whose  acquaintance  1  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  making  in  consequence  of 
this  mistake,”  said  the  gentleman.  “  I  suppose  I 
ought  to  introduce  myself  ;  my  name  is  Malvern 
— Lord  Malvern,  at  your  ser%'ice.” 

Brixey  told  his  name,  and  would  again  have 
entered  into  new  apologies,  but  he  was  stopped 
short  by  Lord  Malvern’s  assuring  him  that  he 
considered  himself  fortunate  in  thus  making  his 
acquaintance.  It  was  a  matter  of  gratulation 
to  himself  the  having  <a  good  neighbour  at  Tom¬ 
miebeg.  lie  went  on  to  say  that  he  was  but  little 
at  his  fishing-box  at  this  season ;  he  came  down 
usually  about  the  end  of  June  for  a  month  or  so. 
lie  had  been  lately  down  at  Fochabers,  and  had 
come  back  for  a  day  or  two’s  fishing,  after  which 
he  was  going  into  Ross-shire.  He  hoped  Brixey 
would  consider  the  river  his  own  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  season,  and  congratulated  him 
on  his  having  killed  so  fine  a  fish. 

‘‘  Weigh  that  fish,  Donald,  and  give  it  to  Mr. 
Brixey’s  man.  Fifteen — ah  !  I  thought  that  was 
about  its  weight.  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Brixey,  we 
old  fishermen  do  not  often  see  a  better  fish  in 
these  upper  waters.  I  congratulate  you  on  better 
sport.  You  are  not — I  think  I  may  say  it — a 
very  experienced  salmon  fisher?  ” 

‘‘That  is  the  first  salmon  I  ever  caught,  or, 
indeed,  ever  tried  for,  my  lord.  I  am  only  sorry 
it  did  not  fall  to  your  lot.  If  you  will  allow  me 
to  see  your  lordship  catch  another,  I  shall  take  it 
as  a  great  favour,  and  shall  moreover  learn  some¬ 
thing  of  the  art.” 


THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE 
THAMES  FISHERIES. 


Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  committee  of  the 
llenley-on-Thames  and  District  Fishery  Preserva¬ 
tion  Association  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
subjoined  resolutions. — Yours  obediently, 

C.  H.  Cook,  lion.  Sec. 

Ilenloy-on-Thames,  Jan.  10,  1893. 

Resolved  :  ‘‘  That  we  unanimously  protest 
most  strongly  against  the  proposal  made  by  the 
Thames  Conservators,  to  allow  any  person  claim¬ 
ing  a  private  right  of  fishing  to  use  nets  of 
smaller  mesh  than  are  now  legal  in  the  Thames, 
and  without  obtaining  the  licence  which  is  now 
requisite  under  the  present  bye-laws.  We  believe 
that  the  alteration  in  the  law  proposed  would,  if 
carried  into  effect,  bring  about  the  ruin  of  the 
Thames  fisheries,  which  liave  for  years  been  pre¬ 
served,  stocked  with  trout  and  other  fish,  and 
cared  for  by  means  of  funds  raised  by  public 
subscriptions.  We  believe  that  the  proposed 
alterations  in  the  bye-laws  would  lead  in  time  to 
an  immense  amount  of  netting  being  carried  on 
by  millers,  and  persons  some  of  whom  possess 
only  a  few  yards  of  river  frontage,  and  that  the 
advantages  to  the  riparian  owners  generally  would 
be  nil,  while  the  value  of  their  fishery  rights 
would  be  seriously  affected  in  consequence.  So 
strongly  do  we  feel  the  gravity  of  the  situation 
that  we  hereby  resolve  to  assist  the  Reading  and 
other  associations  of  anglers  and  ])ersons  in¬ 
terested  in  opposing  the  passing  of  the  proposed 
bye-laws  by  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
( 'ouncil ;  but  we  trust  that  in  the  interests  of 
Thames  fishery  preservation,  of  the  angling  public, 
and  of  owners  of  fisheries,  that  the  conservators 
will  withdraw  the  proposed  bye-law,  and  render 
such  opposition  unnecessary.  We  further  regret 
that  so  few  of  the  recommendations  of  expert 
Thames  anglers  and  fishery  associations,  which 
were  invited  by  the  conservators,  have  been 
adopted,  more  particularly  that  relating  to  the 
prevention  of  injury  to  the  spawn  and  brood  of 
fish  by  the  steam  traffic,  the  lajung  of  night  lines 


for  eels  during  the  fence  months  for  coarse  fish, 
which  recommendations  we  regard  as  being 
of  the  first  importance ;  and  we  protest  strongly 
against  the  proposed  alteration  to  'oye-law  13,  by 
which  the  conservators  would  place  considerable 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  fish  culture  in  the 
Thames  Valley.” 

Resolved  :  ”  That  no  more  trout  or  trout  ova 
be  purchased  for  the  district  until  a  decision  has 
been  arrived  at  concerning  the  proposed  bye-law 
allowing  unlicenced  netting  in  the  Upper 
Thames.” 

Resolved  :  “  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be 
communicated  to  the  conservators  and  the  press.” 


ANGLING  IN  KENT. 

(Continued  from  p.  12.) 

By  tue  0.  0.  D. 


A  LIVELY  SCENE. 

One  glorious  day  last  November,  with  a  bril¬ 
liant  sun,  snowy  clouds,  pleasant  breez;es,  rising 
trout,  and  clouds  of  black  midges  circling  under 
the  trees — a  day  when  Dame  Nature,  in  one  of  her 
very  best  moods,  says  as  plainly  as  possible,  ‘‘  See 
what  I  can  do  when  I  have  a  mind  ” — I  was  walk¬ 
ing  along  the  bank  of  a  well-known  river,  shallow, 
limpid,  narrow,  but  extremely  winding  and 
picturesque  withal,  when,  to  my  surprise,  I  came 
upon  a  veritable  Father  Christmas  (nicknamed 
the  Doctor)  playing  a  large  jack  in  a  pool  and 
bawling  with  all  his  might  to  a  singularly  sleek, 
spruce,  clean  shaven,  dapper  little  man,  to  “  seize 
him  at  the  back  of  the  gills  !  ”  ‘‘  There  he  is,  and 
done  for  at  last ;  ”  but  the  old  greybeard  might 
just  as  well  have  requested  his  friend  to  seize  a 
lighted  bombshell,  for  I  could  hear  the  reply  across 
the  water  as  distinctly  as  possible,  “  Yes,  there 
he  is,  and  there  let  him  remain  ;  ”  but  the  Doctor 
as  usual  was  wrong,  for  the  jack,  being  held  by  a 
single  hook,  made  a  splendid  burst  up-stream,  to 
reach  a  very  dangerous  hiding  place  near  the 
apron  of  the  weir,  but  putting  on  a  pressure  that 
evidently  tried  his  rod  to  the  uttermost,  the  old 
gent,  managed  to  turn  his  fish,  and  bring  him  once 
more  within  easy  reach  of  the  little  man,  repeat¬ 
ing  his  original  request  re  the  gill  business  ;  but 
unfortunately  for  the  so-called  man  of  medicine, 
at  this  juncture  the  jack  ojrened  liis  terrible 
mouth  to  its  very  widest  capacity,  savagely  shook 
his  head,  his  gills  for  the  moment  gleaming  like 
chains  of  coral  in  the  white  mouth,  whilst  his 
glaring  and  cruel-looking  eyes  put  such  a  damper 
ou  the  courage  of  the  Doctor’s  companion  that  he 
declared  that  he  would  not  touch  such  a  shark 
for  twenty  pounds,  and  I’ll  be  hanged  if  I  think 
he  would.  ‘‘  He  cannot  hurt  you  !  ”  roared  the 
Doctor.  ‘‘Not  if  I  know  it.”  The  dapper  little 
man  was  evidently  possessed  with  the  idea  that 
the  moment  he  attempted  to  seize  the  pike  as 
directed,  the  pike  would  fly  at  him  and  bite 
him  like  a  dog,  and  his  closely  shaven,  usually 
pleasant-looking  ‘‘phiz.”  was  as  white  as  chalk, 
and  he  looked  as  doleful  as  a  Guy  Fawkes  on 
the  5th  in  a  heavy  shower  of  rain.  The  jack, 
taking  advantage  of  this  contretemps,  rushed 
down  stream,  and  tried  with  all  his  might  to 
reach  a  mass  of  weeds  which  had  accumulated 
at  the  tail  of  the  pool ;  but  the  Doctor  was  one 
too  many  for  him,  and,  turning  his  fish  just 
in  time,  brought  him  to  the  side  completely 
exhausted,  and,  without  more  ado,  put  on  the 
check,  shoved  his  rod  into  the  hands  of  his  friend, 
seized  the  jack  firmly  at  the  back  of  the  gills 
and  carried  the  fish  up  the  bank — a  handsome, 
beautifully-shaped,  lovely  mottled  female,  in 
splendid  condition,  scaling  just  over  lllb. ;  and 
in  a  moment,  as  if  by  magic,  away  went  the 
chalk,  the  gloom,  and  fixed  melancholy  from  the 
face  of  the  little  man,  and  he  was  as  happy 
as  the  proverbial  sandboy.  I  must  say  I  could 
never  understand  why  they  nicknamed  this 
person  the  Doctor,  for  he  is  as  much  like  a 
doctor  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is 
like  Jim  Baggs  in  ‘‘The  Wandering  Minstrel.” 
I  wonder  if  the  Duke  and  wily  Oriental  are  still 
alive  ? 

SKULLS  AND  BONES. 

Saturday,  Dec.  3,  was  as  detestable  as  Dec.  2  was 
glorious;  with  a  lovely  mackerel  sky,  warm  sun,  and 
delightful  west  wind.  It  rained  in  torrents,  blew 
great  guns,  and  about  half-way  between  the  charm¬ 


ing  towns  of  Sandgate  and  Hythe  dashed  the 
spray  right  on  the  parade.  The  magnificent  Sea- 
brook  Hotel  (where  every  accommodation  can  be 
obtained  by  visitors  to  Hythe  and  neighbour¬ 
hood)  looked  as  deserted  and  dreary  as  a  gipsy 
tent  in  a  thunderstorm,  and,  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach  tfiere  was  not  a  soul  to  be  seen 
along  the  beach,  and  nothing  to  be  heard  but  the 
howling  wind,  the  pelting  rain,  and  the  everlasting 
thudding  of  the  heavy  curling  waves  on  the 
desolate  shore. 

I  should  have  remained  ignorant  about  the 
spray  had  not  the  good  dame  who  shows  visitors 
the  splendid  collection  of  bones  and  skulls 
in  the  crypt  of  the  fine  cathedral-looking  parish 
church  of  Hythe  (I  mean  the  church  built  on  the 
slope  of  the  hill),  drew  my  attention  to  it,  she 
remarking,  ‘‘  By  that  I  know  that  it  is  high  tide.” 
I  I’eplied,  “I  can  plainly  hear  the  roaring  of  the 
sea,  but  I  cannot  see  the  spray.” 

The  moment  one  enters  the  crypt  there  are 
about  600  skulls  arranged  on  shelves  on  either 
side  like  loaves  on  the  shelves  in  a  baker’s  shop, 
most  of  which  are  in  a  splendid  state  of  preserva¬ 
tion,  the  teeth  of  some  being  very  much  to  the/ore. 

A  good  many  skulls  are  scattered  about  on 
the  top  of  the  huge  stack  of  bones,  and  there 
seems  to  be  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  amongst 
historians  with  respect  to  the  tribes  to  whom 
these  bones  belonged — Danes,  Saxons,  Britons, 
French,  Romans,  .and  even  several  Lapps.  One 
very  clever  man  says  that  they  must  have  be¬ 
longed  to  three  peoples  or  tribes,  because  some 
are  round,  some  s([uare-shaped,  whilst  others 
again  are  elongated.  The  two  kept  on  the  little 
table  by  the  visitor’s  book  are  much  smoother, 
far  more  glossy,  and  yellower  than  the  others, 
from  being  constantly  handled.  Many  show  clean, 
clear  cuts  about  Uin-  iu  length,  and  about  a 
Un.  in  breadth,  apparently  accomplished  with 
one  teriffic  blow,  whilst  others  are  terribly  in¬ 
dented  and  bruised.  The  stack  is  about  25ft.  in 
length,  73 ft.  in  height,  and  about  7ft.  in  breadth, 
supposed  to  represent  I  do  not  know  how  many 
of  our  progenitors  slain  in  battle  a.d.  456.  A 
remarkably  interesting  collection.  If  some  of 
these  fine  old  warriors  could  come  to  life,  I 
w'onder  what  they  w'ould  think  of  things  in 
general,  and  modern  warfare  in  particular  ? 

THE  GARPENrER’S  ARMS— SWIMS. 

This  commodious  inn  is  kept  by  Mr.  Morgan, 
and  is  situated  in  a  secluded  .and  most  picturesque 
locality  near  the  Hythe  Canal,  and  not  far  from 
the  West  Hythe  Bridge,  at  the  foot  of  the  Roughs 
(or  Ruffs).  Good  accommodation  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  here,  and  it  will  be  found  most  convenient 
to  those  anglers  who  prefer  fishing  in  this  portion 
of  the  Royal  Military  Canal.  Between  this  point 
and  the  dam  nearer  to  Romney  Marshes,  where 
the  preserved  portion  of  the  canal  ends,  is  reckoned 
one  of  the  best  places  for  jack,  and  about  a  mile 
above  this  bridge,  towards  the  town  of  Hythe,  good 
jack  are  frequently  met  with ;  and  the  fourth 
angle  from  Hythe  is  a  good  place  for  tench,  on  the 
towing  path  side ;  and  the  fifth  angle,  situated 
near  the  Carpenter’s  Arms,  is  another  capital 
place  for  the  same  fish,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
canal  as  the  inn.  The  third  bend,  again,  is 
another  well-known  swim,  being  beautifully 
sheltered  from  the  winds,  and  one  of  the  most 
charming  spots  on  the  canal.  The  low-lying 
marshes  stretching  to  the  beach  in  front ;  the  lofty 
range  of  hills  in  the  rear,  and  the  well-wooded 
heights  of  Lympne  Church  and  Castle  standing  in 
bold  relief  on  the  distant  heights,  and  called 
“  the  ruined  city  on  the  hill ;  ”  the  grand  grassj' 
slopes,  dotted  with  trees,  with  here  and  there  a 
clump  of  fine  old  thorns,  blood-red  with  berries, 
with  innumerable  sheep  quietly  grazing;  the  ruins 
of  Studfall  Castle  to  the  right,  and  the  tree-sheltered 
canal,  form  a  landscape,  if  not  quite  so  classical 
as  the  one  to  be  seen  from  the  summer-house  ou 
Beachborough  Hill,  is  still,  once  seen,  not  soon 
forgotten.  A  grand  view  from  this  hill  can 
be  seen  of  Romney  Marshes,  with  Dungeness 
Lighthouse  in  the  distance,  and  where  one  can 
now  walk  dryshod  in  the  footprints  of  the  ocean, 
far  back  in  the  remote  past  swept  the  sounding 
sea,  and  bore  upon  its  restless  waves  the  Roman 
galleys.  In  short,  taking  it  altogether,  from  the 
town  of  Hythe  right  away  to  Romney  Marshes,  I 
should  think  it  is  one  of  the  most  (if  not  the  most) 
picturesque  canals  in  the  kingdom, 

(To  he  cvtitinued.) 
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Trent  anglers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their 
victory  over  the  Corporation  of  IManchester’s 
attempt  to  form  a  huge  sewage  farm  on  the  banks 
of  that  beautiful  river.  Sewage  farms  are 
abominations,  they  contaminate  air,  water,  and 
land,  and  are  a  disgrace  to  modern  civilization. 


As  will  be  seen  from  our  report,  the  Cardiff 
I’iscatorial  Society  members  closed  up  their  open 
meetings  of  the  year  that  is  now  past  by  gather- 
ing  together  in  goodly  numbers,  more  particularly 
to  do  honour  to  their  honorary  secretary,  Mr.  AV. 
F.  Harris,  in  a  practical  manner.  The  members 
of  the  society  through  their  chairman,  Mr.  R.  J. 
Watkins,  presented  to  him  a  handsome  gold 
watch  with  suitable  inscription,  in  cordial  recog¬ 
nition  of  his  many  valuable  services  as  hon.  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  society.  As  Mr.  AV.  F.  Harris  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  provincial 
society,  no  doubt  many  of  his  there  formed 
friends  will  join  with  their  Cai’diff  bi’Other 
anglers  in  shaking  the  hand  of  congratulation. 


The  rod  fishing  in  the  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Fee,  between  the  lloachs  and  the  railway  bridge, 
has  been  leased  to  a  party  of  anglers  from  Kirk¬ 
cudbright  and  Castle  Douglas  from  June  1,  until 
the  end  of  the  season  (Oct.  Jl.)  A  rise  of  rent 
has  been  given  for  the  fishings. 


Dr  KING  fhe  severe  snow  storms  a  fine  otter 
could  be  marked  nearly  the  whole  length  of 
Dacre  Beck  in  the  Penrith  district.  AVith  snow 
on  the  ice  the  footprints  were  easy  to  discern.  It 
appears  to  have  crept  under  the  ice  a  distance  of 
forty  or  fifty  yards  and  then  come  out  for 
recreation,  alternatively  making  its  w'aj’  to  the 
river  Eamont. 


Mr  D.wid  AYilson,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Fly-fishers 
Club,  who  has,  we  regret  to  say,  been  ordered  to 
go  abroad  for  his  health,  writes  to  us  as  follows, 
iinder  date  of  Jan.  3,  from  Tangiers  : — 

“  Dear  Marston, — Here  I  am,  for  the  second  time, 
having,  after  six  days’  glorious  weather,  bad  to  flee 
hither  from  a  gale  that  lasted  four-and-twenty  hours 
nearly.  AVent  from  here  to  Gib.  and  back  yesterday. 
AVeather  again  glorious — like  June.  Expect  to  come 
back  as  fit  as  a  fiddle. — A’'our8  faithfully,  “  D.  AV.’’ 


AAH  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Liverpool  Anglers’ 
Association,  after  paying  all  expenses,  including 
over  £’6u  for  renting  and  stocking  waters,  have  a 
good  balance  to  start  the  year  with  at  their 
bankers. 


Netting  and  Netting. — No  doubt  that  many 
large,  five  to  six  feet  deep  nets,  would  again  be 
used  if  increased  netting  facilities  be  given  to 
the  smallest  class  of  riparians  in  the  Upper 
Thames.  A  large  cast-net,  thrown  cleverly  in 
not  too  deep  water,  will  capture  a  lot  of  fish — 
coarse  fish  especially,  and  gudgeon.  The  bait- 
catchers  in  the  City  tidal  waters  by  comparatively 
small  nets  do  no  injury  to  speak  of,  because  live- 
bait  caught  by  such  men  as  the  Gibsons  and 
Pearce,  &c.,  supply  the  London  tackle-shops,  and 
render  so  far  the  taking  of  dace,  and  bleak,  and 
gudgeon,  in  W’aters  higher  up  the  Thames. 
Once,  however,  allow  further  and  far  greater 
facilities  for  irregular  netting,  then  how  can  such 
people  be  stopped  in  their  desire  to  “  ketch  their 
whack  of  fish.^’’  The  w’riter  when  a  lad  often 
witnessed  the  Newbury  and  part  of  the  Greenbam 
waters  above  the  old  silk  and  flour  mills,  and  the 
lock,  netted  by  working  men,  townsmen,  in  “  the 
exercise  of  an  old  right  (i)  ”  on  AYhit  Monday, 
when  the  water  was  “  drawn  ’’  low  for  the  repairs 
of  the  camp-shedding  in  the  canal  embankment. 
Di’iig  nets  were  used,  and  a  man  or  two  would 
use  the  pole  pretty  freely  to  drive  the  fish  into 
the  net  or  nets.  .  Luckily,  the  fellows  were  mostly 
amateurs  at  the  game,  and  although  they  cap¬ 
tured  smallish  out-of-season  jack,  and  also  some 
coarse  fish,  the  row  made  happily  drove  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  fish  into  the  mud  above  the  lock-gates 
and  the  Greenham  Mile-head,  and  these  fish 
escaped.  There  is  no  more  fertile  river  for  lish 
than  the  Kennet.  In  the  very  mile-stream  .above 
the  Greenham  Mills  the  writer  has  often  caught 
a  number  of,  it  is  true,  not  large  roach,  but 


plenty  of  good  sizeable  fish  in  August,  in  the 
very  water  partially — that  “  partially  ’’  was  also 
a  part  of  the  “  saving  clause  ’’-—dragged  by 
certain  of  the  townsmen’s  net  or  nets  on  the 
AVhit  Monday  previously.  So  there  is  netting 
and  netting,  and  nets  and  nets.  In  those  days — 
just  before  and  after  Her  Majesty’s  accession — 
quantities  of  large  rudd  and  roach  were  sent  lo 
a  Newburg  fish-dealer,  when  noblemen’s  and 
gentlemen’s  lakes  were  netted.  The  said  dealer 
went  round  the  town  selling  out  “  fresh  fish  ” 
.at  Id.  to  lAd.  per  lb. — fish  that  would  have 
cleared  all  the  London  angling  clubs’  (irizes 
for  “specimen”  rudd  and  roach.  People  were 
glad,  in  the  pre-railway  days,  of  inland  towns 
off  the  main  lines  to  buy  a  “  bit  of  fish  cheap,” 
and  barrow  loads  were  frequently  sold  in  this 
way.  About  ten  or  a  dozen  years  ago,  the  eldest 
son  of  the  late  Lord  Falmouth,  desiring  to  stock 
the  Mereworth  (in  Kent)  Lakes  (three)  with 
trout,  bad  the  said  lakes  netted  in  the  hopping 
time,  and  vast  quantities  of  large  carp  and  eels, 
&c.,  were  captured  and  distributed  among  the 
villagers  and  the  “  hoppers.”  Big  nets,  in  efficient 
hands,  can  even  clear  a  lake,  or  pond,  or  part  of  a 
river,  of  fish.  Take,  for  instance,  the  stretch  of 
the  Kennet,  above  Reading,  and  here,  as  in  the 
little  Holy  Brook,  very  few  fish  could,  forty  years 
ago,  be  got  by  the  angler,  except  some  fairish 
chub  in  the  Old  River,  above  Fobney  Pound. 
But  to  net  the  Thames  with  far-stretching  flue- 
nets,  a  boat,  or  boats,  must  be  used ;  and  unless 
the  proposed  bye-law  is  abandoned  in  this  respect, 
unpardonable  damage  must  ensue  wherever  a 
hungry  riparian  puts  into  practice  the  right 
claimed.  The  other  day  some  of  the  freemen  at 
Oxford  claimed  the  right  to  net  the  City  waters 
proper.  The  angling  society  objected,  and  possibly 
the  dispute  is  not  yet  settled.  A  “  Common 
Hall  ”  might  bo  called  to  discuss  the  question. 
Formerly,  in  the  early  fifties  and  previously,  the 
freemen  Beeseleys  did  a  lot  of  netting,  and 
exposed  fish  so  caught  in  Oxford  market.  A"ery 
few  anglers  fished  the  Isis — it  was  no  good  in 
“  City  w.aters  ” — and  possibly  nobody  was  much 
injured  by  the  persistent  netting.  But  to  legalise 
netting  by  all  riparians  in  the  Thames,  then  good¬ 
bye  to  sjiort  with  the  angle.  — Rusticl’s. 


Nigut-Lintng  During  Fence  Months. — The 
Proposed  New  Thames  Bye-Laws. — When  a 
wailing  rolls  down  along  from  the  Reading 
Angling  Association’s  leading  members,  it  is 
pretty  conclusive  proof  that  there  is  something 
very  serious  “in  the  wind.”  The  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy  has  elsewhere  raised  an  indignant 
protest  against  the  proposed  new  bye-laws  for 
the  regulation  (?)  of  the  fisheries  of  the  Upper 
Thames.  Night-lining  during  the  “open” 
seasons  for  angling  in  the  river  is  very  objection¬ 
able,  in  tbe  common  interests  of  fair  sport  with 
rod  and  line ;  but  when  it  is  stated  that  “  the 
proposed  bye-law'.s  allow  the  laying  of  night- 
lines  by  prirafe  oirners  during  the  fence  months,” 
it  really  seems  as  bad  as  if  some  riparian  or 
other  landed  proprietor,  having  manorial  or  free 
warren  rights  over  another  man’s  farm,  should 
go  forth,  he  or  his  keeper,  gun  in  hand,  .and 
accompanied  by  a  pointer,  and  kill  every 
“  craking  ”  landrail  in  the  rush  grass,  every  breed¬ 
ing  brace  of  birds  in  the  red  clover  and  green  corn 
crops,  and  doe  hares  heavy  in  kid!  “Ah!” 
somebody  will  perhaps  say,  “  the  fence  laws 
protect  game  birds  during  the  breeding  season, 
and  until  after  harvest,  as  regards  partridges  and 
rails.”  Of  course  it  does,  and  for  the  self-same 
reason  the  fishery  fence  laws  ought  to  sternly 
prohibit  the  laying  of  night-lines,  say  in 
February  or  March,  for  the  off-chance  of 
catching  a  big  trout  in  poor  condilion — not 
fit  to  grace  the  table  even  of  the  most  impe¬ 
cunious  landowning  riparian  in  the  Thames 
Valley,  in  the  Berks  or  Bucks,  or  Oxfordshire 
sides  of  the  great  river.  There  might  in  past 
decades  have  been  great  annoyance,  if  not 
indeed  depredations,  committed  hardly  by  anglers, 
but  by  thoughtless  fellows,  not  all  of  the  ’Arry 
type,  picknicking  on  the  Upper  Thames,  and 
partially  so — as  in  Squire  Grenfell’s  woods  at 
Taplow — in  the  meadows,  and  leaving  a  lot  of 
rubbish  behind  them.  But  members  of  the  recog¬ 
nised  provincial  and  London  angling  clubs  would 
not  act  in  such  a  thoughtless  manner.  And  yet 
it  would  lead  me  to  suspect  that  some  riparian 
had  button-holed  one  or  two  members  of  the  hon. 


Board  of  Thames  Conservancy,  poured  his  com¬ 
plaints  into  their  ears,  and  induced  the  board  to 
propose  this  despicable  night  lining  during  the 
fence  months  !  Why,  it  is  like  killing  —  not 
the  goose  that  laid  tbe  golden  eggs,  but  of  Thame  s 
trout,  in  and  out  of  condition,  sizeable  and  un- 
sizeable.  Now,  suppose  a  21b.  eel  should  be 
caught  on  one  of  the  hooks  of  a  night-line,  and  a 
pound  chub,  or  a  jack,  or  a  half-pound  rudd,  or 
a  two-year-old  trout — directly  Mr.  Eel  feels  the 
steel  he  begins  twisting  and  twirling  round  in 
his  efforts  to  escape;  and  if  the  night-line  be 
pegged  into  the  bank  the  eel  keeps  on  twisting 
until  it  gets  the  thing  into  a  short  and  very  thick 
tangle.  And  any  poor  perch,  or  chub,  or  rudd. 
small  jack,  or  trout,  or  half-pound  barbel  would 
get  half  killed  by  the  stronger  and  ever-twisting 
eel  caught  on  a  night-line.  The  writer  has  seen 
a  5oz.  chub  caught  on  an  eel-line  or  night-line ; 
and  the  live  gudgeon  or  the  deadly  lobworm  will 
lure  any  large-mouthed  and  best  fish  in  the 
Upper  Thames.  Some  night-lines  in  past  davs 
were  kept  always  in  parts  of  the  Kennet.  By 
means  of  an  iron  “  di’ag  ”  or  a  hitcher,  if  a  boat 
be  used,  and  heavy  bricks  placed  on  either 
end  of  the  line,  the  latter  was  lifted  every  now 
and  then,  the  victims  bagged,  its  hooks  re¬ 
baited,  and  down  the  line  sunk  in  position,  the 
spots  being  known  by  a  bush  or  other  mark 
known  only  to  the  river-poacher,  and  here  and 
there  a — riparian.  Happily,  nowadays  the  angling 
press  is  a  power  for  all  fair  fishermen.  Perhaps, 
however,  even  if  the  new  bye-laws  allowing 
these  murderous  night  lines  to  be  laid  at  any  and 
at  all  times  should  pass,  which,  by-the-bye,  is 
not  at  all  probable — f.air  anglers  have,  as  “Tem¬ 
plar  ”  suggests,  far  more  to  fear  from  small 
riparians  than  any  landowners  who  are  “  sports¬ 
men  to  the  manner  born.”  It  might,  however, 
be  otherwise  here  and  there,  as  regai'ds  Thames 
trout  when  high  in  “  season.”  Some  covetous 
riparian  among  the  smaller  class  might  allege,  in 
justification,  that  hitherto  the  anglers  have  had 
the  best  of  the  Thames  trout,  it  w'as  only  fair  that 
he  should  bring  out  his  flue-net,  encompass  the 
nobby  fish  “feeding”  hard  by,  and  drag  net  and 
trout  out.  But  even  here  the  fish  thus  murdered 
might  have  owed  its  presence,  and  its  previous 
preservation  in  the  river,  to  the  direct  action  of 
one  of  tbe  Angling  Presei'vation  Associations. 
Riparians  can  try  and  capture  seasonable  fish  in 
the  Thames — trout  as  the  finest  product  of  the 
river,  and  the  other  trout  turned  therein  at  same 
association’s  expense.  If,  in  conclusion,  the 
LT  pper  Thames  and  all  that  has  been  done  of 
late  years  for  its  preservation  and  persistent 
stocking,  should  “be  given  away”  by  the  Con¬ 
servancy,  Parliament  itself  could  not  turn  a 
deaf  ear  in  these  days  to  the  united  cry  of 
London  and  provincial  anglers  practising  their 
sport  in  the  great  river.  Happily,  the  Board  of 
Conservancy  is  amenable  to  public  opinion  as 
against  the  proposed  neiv  bye-laws ;  and  if  an 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  claims  of  anglers  be 
pleaded  or  alleged  by  any  outsider,  the  hon.  board 
will  do  w'cll  to  reconsider  the  whole  question,  tbe 
night-lining  above  all. — Strike  it  Out. 


EXilTBITION  OF  YACHTS,  FISHING 
BOATS,  PUNTS,  &c. 

Wk  are  informed  by  the  manager  of  the  Roj’al 
Aquarium,  AAestminster,  that  fishing  tackle 
makers  will  be  invited  to  exhibit  at  the  forth¬ 
coming  exhibition  of  yachts,  fishing  boats,  punt.s, 
&c.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  the  Aachting 
Exhibition  will  be  a  great  success,  and  be  visited 
by  a  wealthy  class  of  sportsmen,  who,  many  of 
them,  combine  yachting  ivith  fishing.  It  w'ould 
pay  any  fishing  tackle  firm  to  have  a  sea  fishing 
and  general  exhibit  at  this  exhibition,  which 
opens  next  month,  and  will  be  open  for  several 
weeks  under  the  management  of  Mr.  G.  A.  dn  Plat, 
clerk  to  the  exhibitions. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

FI.SHING  TN  THE  LE.A — TACKLE,  GROUN'I)  HATT,  ETC. — 

tidal  waters — NORFOLK  BROADS — 1‘ONU  FISHING 

—  FLY-FISHING  FOR  ROACH — THE  NOTTINGHAM 

STYLE. 

[Fishing  in  the  Lea. — The  method  of  roach 
fishing,  which  may  have  originated  on  the  Lea, 
and  still  is  often  called  the  Lea  style,  is  now 
followed  by  roach  fishers  all  over  the  country.  It 
must  be  one  of  the  oldest  forms  of  angling  still 
extant,  for  its  peculiarity  lies  in  the  absence  of 
running  tackle.  Fierce  and  terrible  wordy  war¬ 
fare  sometimes  rages  between  the  advocates  of 
the  Nottingham  and  the  Lea  methods.  1  ven¬ 
ture  to  assert  that  neither  style  is  better  than 
the  other,  but  that  each  is  suited  to  particular 
kinds  of  swims.  With  the  Lea  tackle,  in  which 
the  float  is  kept  just  under  the  point  of  the  rod, 
the  slightest  bite  can  be  observed,  and  can  be 
followed  by  the  quickest  possible  strike.  Un¬ 
doubtedly,  therefore,  this  method  is  the  better,  if 
the  water  is  not  very  rapid  and  of  such  a  depth 
that  the  shadow  of  the  rod  on  the  water  is  un¬ 
noticed  by  the  fish.  But  if  the  swim  be  shallow,  and 
the  water  more  or  less  clear,  then  it  is  obviously 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  be  as  far  from  the 
fish  as  may  be  reasonably  possible,  and  this  the 
Trent  method  enables  one  to  do.  The  Trent 
angler  will  catch  roach  out  of  swims  in 
which  the  Lea  fisherman  would  rightly 
consider  it  useless  to  fish;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  in  a  deep,  quiet  swim,  a  good 
Lea  fisherman  will  catch  many  more  fish 
than  the  man  from  the  Trent.  There¬ 
fore  to  discuss  which  is  the  better 
method  borders  on  the  ridiculous.  Both 
methods  are  most  artistic,  and  require 
considerable  skill,  and  each  has  its 
appropriate  occasions. — J.  B.] 

The  Rod. — “  The  rod  for  the  purpose 
of  Lea  roach  fishing  should  be  made  ex¬ 
pressly,  and  kept  exclusively  for  this 
sport.  The  material  should  be  cane,  or 
very  light  bamboo,  it  should  not  be  more 
than  fourteen  feet  long,  the  whole  not 
weighing  many  ounces.*  It  should  be 
when  in  use  as  but  one  piece,  and  so 
constructed  that  it  shall  be  very  stiff, 
and  yet  very  pliable.  The  superiority 
of  such  a  rod  Yvill  be  seen  in  many 
respects.  .  First,  it  will  be  very  light  in 
the  hand,  and  with  it  you  will  be  able  to  “  ^ 

strike  your  fish  with  the  greatest  quick-  than  the 
ness  and  precision.  Secondly,  when 
you  strike,  it  will  not  break  your  hair  line,  as  a 
heavy  one  would  be  likely  to  do;  and  thirdly, 
when  you  have  hooked  your  fish,  it  will  sc  give 
to  its  pulling  that  your  line  will  not  break,  though 
it  should  be  a  roach  of  the  greatest  weight  they 
Fun.” — The  Rev.  Jas.  Marlin,  in  his  time  the  king 
of  river  Lea  anglers. 

Lea  Fishing.  —  The  following  instructions 
from  “Martin’s  Angler’s  Guide”  (1854),  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  Lea  roach  fishing,  are  so  good,  and  agree 
so  thoroughly  with  our  own  notions  and  experi¬ 
ence,  that  we  cannot  do  better  than  transcribe 
them. 

“  Suppose  that  you  have  the  proper  tackle,  and 
have  made  the  ground  bait,  you  go  to  the  place 
where  you  intend  to  fish.  Don’t  stand  over  and 
look  into  it,  to  see  if  you  can  perceive  any  fish, 
neither  let  any  other  person  do  so,  if  you  can  help 
it ;  lor  very  often,  by  acting  thus  imprudently — 
especially  if  the  bank  be  high  and  the  water  clear 

you  will  drive  all  the  roach  out  of  the  swim, 
and  it  may  be  a  considerable  time  before  you 
entice  them  back  again.  Having  pitched  upon 
your  place,  go  to  it  cautiously  and  quietly,  and 
immediately  take  your  seat,  and  if  the  ground  be 
damp  take  care  to  have  a  piece  of  cork  or  board  j 
to  sit  on.f  Being  seated,  put  your  rod  together, 
beginning  with  the  top  joints  ;  then  loop  on  your 

*  Spanish  roed  is  mucii  u.-^ed  for  Ijcu  roach  rods,  which 
usually  made  larger  than  the  one  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Martin.  I  cannot  distinguish  between  “  bamboo  ” 
and  “  cane.”  See  Chap.  IV.— J.  B.  j 

t  Bank  anglers  now  almost  invariably  sit  on  a  box  ' 
which  contains  tackle,  &c.,  or  a  basket  made  box  shape. 
”“J.  B, 


line,  hook  on  your  plummet,  and  try  the  depth, 
and  be  sure  you  do  it  as  gently  as  possible.  Vour 
line  must  be  just  so  long  as  to  allow  about 
fifteen  inches  between  the  rod  point  and  the 
float.  If,  therefore,  you  find  it  too  long,  you 
must  shorten  it,  if  too  short,  lengthen  it,  and  in 
no  case  fish  with  it  in  any  form  and  think  it  will 
do,  because  it  will  not.  Having  your  line  the 
precise  length,  and  your  float  in  the  exact  place, 
keep  your  plummet  on,  and  let  your  line  soak  in 
the  water  [at  one  side,' away  from  the  swim  — 
J.  B.]  while  you  make  your  bait  as  before 
directed;  this  is  a  good  plan,  because  a  hair  line 
unsoaked  is  very  tender.  Your  bait  being  well 
made,  take  off  your  plummet,  bait  your  hook,  and 
cast  in,  taking  particular  notice  which  way  your 
float  rides  in  the  water,  and  then  throw  in 
your  ground  bait  according  to  your  be.-t 
judgment.  Some  will  throw  a  lot  of  ground 
bait  in  first,  and  then,  when  they  begin  to  fish, 
find  that  they  cannot  keep  the  float  for  a  second 
in  the  place  where  it  is.  Let  all  your  movements 
be  gentle,  neat,  and  clever ;  bearing  in  mind  that 
making  no  disturbance  in  or  about  the  water,  and 
the  use  of  very  fine  tackle,  are  most  essential. 
In  fact,  neatness  is  everything  in  fishing, 
especially  for  roach.  The  bait  employed  must  be 
a  gentle,*  and  the  tackle  almost  of  an  impercep¬ 
tible  nature,  and  then  you  will  catch  them,  but 
not  under  other  circumstances.  A  clumsy 
angler,  with  a  heavy  rod,  a  coarse  line  and  hook, 
a  large  float,  a  good  parcel  of  large  .shots,  and  a 
bait  nearly  as  large  as  the  top  of  your  finger,  will 
drive  all  the  roach  away  from  him,  just  as  a  large 


deep,  quiet  swim,  a  good  Lea  fisherman  will  catch  manj’  more  fish 
man  from  the  Trent.” 


dog  drives  a  flock  of  sheep,  notwithstanding  the 
very  great  desire  he  may  have  to  catch  some  of 
them.  If  the  fish  are  on  the  feed,  and  ymur 
tackle  is  rightly  adjusted,  you  will  have  a  bite 
very  soon  after  you  begin  to  fish.  Strike  the 
moment  you  see  the  float  affected,  letting  the 
movement  be  made  with  the  hand  only,  from  the 
wrist,  not  from  the  arm,  and  turning  the  point 
of  your  rod  upwards.  Don’t  wait  until  you 
think  the  fish  has  sw’allowed  the  bait,  because  as 
soon  as  he  finds  it  is  attached  to  something  he 
will  blow  it  out  of  his  mouth,  unless  he  be  very 
hungry,  which  is  not  often  the  case;  and  re¬ 
membering  that  your  float  cannot  be  affected  by 
him  unless  he  has  your  bait  between  his  lips. 
Do  not  forget,  also,  that  the  largest  fish  gene¬ 
rally  bite  in  the  most  cautious  manner.  As  soon 
as  you  have  hooked  a  fish,  little  or  big,  keep  a 
tight  line  on  him,  your  rod  being  raised  directly 
over  him.  If  he  lie  large  and  pull  well,  don’t  be 
afraid  of  him,  for  if  you  keep  your  rod  over 
him  he  must  pull  tremendously  to  break  you, 
though  your  tackle  be  of  such  a  delicate  order. 
Your  hair,  when  well  soaked,  is  elastic,  and  your 
rod  is  very  pliable,  and  if  your  judgment  be  good 
all  his  endeavours  to  get  away  will  be  unavailing. 
The  grand  thing,  especially  in  a  young  angler, 
is  not  to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry.  Hundreds  of 
good  fish  have  been  lost  for  want  of  a  little  time 
and  patience.  Keep  your  rod  over  him  until  he 
is  quite  still,  and  if  you  do  not  use  a  landing  net, 
lift  him  out  of  the  water  as  gently  as  you 

*  “  Mast,”  and  yet  many  most  successful  roach  fishers 
use  and  prefer  paste. — J.  B. 


possibly  can,  with  the  rod  in  your  right  hand, 
letting  him  hang  his  whole  Avoight.  Then  very 
cautiously  swing  him  to  your  left  hand,  and  as 
cautiously  get  him  within  your  grasp,  and  hold 
him  so  fast  that  he  shall  not  stir,  while  you  take 
the  hook  out  of  his  mouth.  All  this  care  is 
really  necessary,  for  if  yon  pull  out  (piickly  a 
fish  of  only  four  or  five  ounces,  and  let  him 
flounder  about  in  your  laji,  or  on  the  ground,  it 
is  ten  to  one  that  your  hair  gets  broken  long 
before  you  get  the  hook  out.  We  have  seen  it 
done  many  many  times.  If  your  fish  is  above 
four  or  five  ounces,  it  is  always  best  to  use  your 
landing  net.  Never  at  any  time  attempt  to  lay 
hold  of  .a  fish  when  it  is  in  the  water,  neither 
suffer  any  other  person  to  do  so  for  you  ;  for  in 
that  case  you  will  be  pretty  sure  to  lo.se  j'oiir 
fish,  and  have  your  line  broken  into  the  bargain. 

[Unless  the  water  is  very  deep  and  the  line 
between  rod  point  and  hook  consequently  very 
long,  it  would  appear  impossible  or  at  any  rate 
awkward  and  difficult  to  bring  the  fish  witliin 
reach  of  the  landing  net  when  a  lengthy  roach 
pole  is  used.  The  difficulty  is  overcome  by  taking 
off  the  butt  of  the  rod,  and  if  needs  be,  another 
joint,  just  before  landing  the  fish. — J.  B  ]. 

“Always  keep  your  seat  while  you  are  killing 
and  landing  your  fish,  unless  it  be  upon  any 
critical  occasion,  for  rising  up  suddenly,  and 
moving  about  your, swim,  if  the  water  be  clear, 
will  drive  all  the  fish  clean  out  of  it,  and  you 
may  have  to  wait  no  little  time  before  they  come 
back  again.” 

One  of  our  reminiscences  of  the  Lea  somewhat 
differs  from  the  above  injunctions  of  a 
close  adhesion  to  one  seat,  not  that  we 
in  any  way  advocate  other  than  the 
keeping  to  one  place,  provided  the  roach 
conlinue  on  the  feed,  nor  do  we  agree 
with  the  old  veteran  that  the  swim  was 
i  ,  %.  disturbed  at  each  capture,  provided  he 
did  nothing  contrary  to  the  injunctions 
but  now  so  ably  set  forth. 

Ground-bait. — Old  Corbett,  a  Penin¬ 
sular  veteran,  used  to  bring  heavy 
baskets  of  roach  from  the  Lea,  and 
finding  him  upon  one  occasion  at  Ware, 
in  Hertfordshire,  we  watched  him  closely 
from  a  respectful  distance.  He  was 
seated  upon  a  cane  box,  made  by  him¬ 
self,  to  hold  his_tackle  in  the  one  half, 
and  his  fish  were  dropped  through  a  slit 
in  the  other,  without  his  having  to  quit 
his  scat.  This  box  he  moved  from  swim 
to  swim.  “  Why,”  we  inquired,  “  do 
you  shift  your  swim?  You  have  just 
taken  a  good-sized  roach  at  the  last,  and 
yet  you  leave  it.”  “  Yes,  your  honour, 
I  have  five  ])itches  here  within  thirty 
yards,  and  I  always  make  it  a  rule  to 
to  another  swim  after  taking  a  fish.”  As 
this  was  somewhat  new  to  us  we  asked  his 
reason.  “  Why,  you  see,  your  honour,  I  have 
ground-baited  each  of  these  five  swims,  and 
I  have  found  by  experience  that  the  noise  and 
tussle  made  in  landing  a  fish  at  one  place, 
drives  the  lot  olf,  and  they  go  to  the  others, 
where,  if  I  throw  a  little  fresh  ground  -  bait 
in,  I  get  them  about  me  again.”  Upon  this 
the  veteran  cast  in  a  lump  of  ground-bait,  not 
bigger  than  a  hazel-nut,  and  had  scarcely  got  his 
hook  down  when  he  struck,  and  shortly  landed 
another  plumper.  There  was  something,  we 
thought,  odd  about  this  ground-bait;  we  there¬ 
fore  picked  up  a  small  piece  he  had  let  fall,  and 
asked  him  bluntly  what  it  Avas  composed  of.  He 
frankly  told  us  it  was  nothing  but  oatmeal — that 
pollard  Avould  do — browned  over  the  fire  in  a 
frying-pan,  and  then  mixed  into  a  paste  with 
treacle  or  molasses.  He  had  learned  this  from 
his  colonel  (Williamson),  a  very  expert  and  suc¬ 
cessful  roach  fisher,  and  he  found  it  the  most 
attractive  ground-bait  he  had  ever  used.  “  Lord 
bless  3'ou,”  said  he,  after  accepting  an  ounce  of 
birdseye,  “  I  could  tell  you  lots  o’  them  dodges  I 
learned  from  Colonel  Williamson.  I  used  to  go 
a-fishing  Avith  him  wherever  we  Avere  quartered.” 
And  he  did,  certainly,  tell  us  one  or  two  some¬ 
what  marvellous  things,  Avhich  Ave  must  test 
before  Ave  retail  them  ;  but  as  they  in  no  wa^' 
concern  our  especial  subject,  they  can  easily  be 
dispensed  Avith  here. 

The  best  ground-bait,  when  roach  fishing  in  the 
Lea,  is  bread  and  bran.  Take  about  a  pound  of 
bread  of  any  kind,  and  soak  it  in  water  until  it  is 


move 


January  11.,  1893] 


THE  EISIIINCr  GAZETTI<] 


25 


((uite  soft,  then  put  it  into  a  hof^  and  scpiceze  all 
the  water  from  it,  after  which  mix  in  the  hag 
with  it  about  a  quart  of  brau,  and  work  it  to¬ 
gether  till  it  becomes  a  stiff  paste.  Tliis  you 
may  do  at  homo  if  you  please,  and  take  it  all 
ready  with  jou  to  the  water.  When  baiting  the 
ground  wdth  it  throw  a  piece  in  now  and  then 
about  the  .size  of  a  walnut.  If  the  water  be  deep, 
j)ress  each  piece  into  the  form  of  a  cu|3,  and  ])ut 
into  it  a  .small  atone,  closing  it  up,  so  that  it  may 
.sink  cjuickly^  into  the  place  where  you  wash  it  to 
fall,  alw.ays  bearing  in  mind  that  ground-bait, 
falling  into  an  improper  place,  is  very  detrimental 
to  your  sjiort,  seeing  that  it  coaxes  the  fish  away 
from  you.  Many  anglers  are  not  half  particular 
enough  in  this  respect.  Your  baited  hook  should 
always  be  exactly^  in  the  place  where  the  ground- 
bait  is.  If  the  wafer  is  stilt  and  shallow,  the 
.■•mailer  your  pieces  are  the  better.  If  the  fish  are 
feeding  well  do  not  throw  in  any  bait,  but,  as  you 
would  do  in  more  im])ortant  circumstances, 
“  leave  well  alone.”  We  have  sometimes  found 
that  in  still  waters  a  little  bread  chewed  very  fine 
and  throwm  in,  is  a  very  enticing  ground-bait. 

[When  gentles  a^e  used  as  a  hook-bait,  a  few 
gentles  may  be  added  to  the  bread  and  bran 
ground-bait  with  much  advantage.  A  little  boiled 
rice  when  no  gentles  are  available  is  also  a 
valuable  addition.— J.  B.] 

Striking. — “When  you  see  the  least  movement 
of  the  float,  either  by  its  being  pulled  down  or 
thrown  a  little  up,  strike  (luiekly  but  lightly 
(the  motion  coming  from  your  wrist,  not  from 
the  arm),  for  if  the  jerk  is  too  violent  you 
will  break  the  line,  which  need  not  be  hazarded, 
as  the  least  jerk  hooks  these  tender-mouthed 
fish.”— I6ii. 

Playing. — “If  you  have  hit  or  hooked  a  fish, 
raise  the  top  of  your  rod,  keeping  him  as  much 
under  the  top  as  yon  can,  and  the  butt  down¬ 
wards,  nearly  touching  the  ground,  and  by  thus 
playing  him  under  the  point  of  your  rod,  he  will 
soon  be  your  own.” — Ihkl. 

Landing  Net. — “  In  this  fine  fishing  it  is  best 
to  take  with  3  ou  a  landing  net,  particularly  if  you 
fish  off  a  high  bank,  or  wharfing,  or  punt,  or  you 
will  hazard  breaking  the  line  or  hook  in  weighing 
the  fish  out.” — Ibid. 

Posture  of  Angler.— Nearly  all  authors, 
referring  to  light  line  fishing,  tell  us  in  angling 
for  roach,  a  sitting  posture  is  to  be  preferred,  as, 
by  that  means,  you  are  more  out  of  their  sight ; 
always  keep  the  top  of  your  rod  up  over  the  float, 
and  so  high  that  none  of  the  line  above  the  float 
lies  on  or  touches  the  water.  It  is  herein  the 
Nottingham  style  possesses,  in  bright  waters,  one 
of  its  many  advantages  over  the  Lea  fashion  ;  the 
rod  is  afar  off,  and  does  not  continually  serve  to 
affright  the  fish  with  either  its  substance  or  its 
shadow. 

Shotting  the  Line. — Bailey  says  :  “The 
method  of  angling  for  roach,  as  practised  on  the 
Thames  and  Lea,  is  cpiite  the  reverse  of  the 
Nottingham  style,  and  the  tackle  used  is  al¬ 
together  different,  I  mean  when  paste,  gentles,  or 
any  other  light  bait  is  fished  with.  Some  of  the 
London  roach  fishers  are  very  clever  in  this 
branch  of  the  art.  But  during  my  rambles  by 
both  rivers  I  observed  many  of  this  class  of 
anglers  using  tackle  which  I  considei-ed  not  at  all 
suitable  for  the  delicate  and  pretty  art  of  roach 
fishing.  The  angler  who  can  apply  the  greatest 
amount  of  deception,  and  fish  with  the  lightest 
tackle,  is  the  most  likely  to  meet  with  success, 
and  1  think  the  generality  of  my  readers  will 
.agree  with  me  on  this  point.  However,  when  I 
see  a  man  fishing  with  a  cork  float,  with  perhaps 
a  hundred  small  shots  upon  the  gut  bottom,*  as 
close  together  as  they  could  be  placed,  and 
fishing  a  still  water,  not  more  than  4ft. 
deep,  with  weight  enough  to  fish  a  barbel 
swim,  I  think  him  a  century  behind  in 
roach  fishing;  atid  thatuidesshe  uses  lighter  and 
finer  tackle,  he  must  ex[)ect  often  to  return  with 
an  empty  basket.  IMost  of  the  London  anglers 
u.se  a  great  number  of  shot  on  theii-  gut  bottoms, 
.and  very  close  together.  1  know  this  would  not' 

*  Idiots  we  have  always  with  us,  but  I  doubt  if  Mr. 
Bailey,  a  Trent  angler  of  great  experienee,  ever  saw  a 
roach  line  loaded  with  100  sliots,  used  in  -Ift,  of  water. 
Nevertheless,  he  is  quite  right  in  the  main,  for  anglers 
frequently  use  larger  floats  and  more  shot  than  they 
need.  On  the  other  hand,  a  line  insufficiently  shotted, 
and  which  will  n_t  krep  the  bottom,  invites  failure. — 
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suit  me,  or  my  style  of  fishing.  Suppose  you  are 
fishing  for  roach  in  a'gentle  swim,  with  tlie  gut 
bottom  weighted  as  I  have  described,  the  shot 
being  put  close  together  to  within  six  or  seven 
inches  of  the  hook,  ^'ou  throw  in  your  line,  the 
b.ait  is  at  once  sent  down  to  the  bottom,  and  kept 
there.  From  your  float  to  the  hook  your  line  is 
as  straight  as  .a  stick,  and  your  bait  is  so  held 
down  by  the  shot,  that  it  cannot  ju’esent  any 
attraction  to  the  fish.  It  cannot  move  about  so 
as  to  imitate  your  ground  bait  swimming  down 
the  stream.  Your  bait  has  lost  its  freedom,  and 
is  not  allowed  to  swim  in  that  tempting  form 
which  w'ould  at  once  induce  a  fish  to  take  it.  I 
do  not  like  the  system  of  leaving  the  fish  to  find 
the  bait,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  prefer  sending 
the  bait  to  find  the  fish,  which  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  only  proper  way  of  angling  in  a  stream.  The 
bottom  shot  on  my  tackle  is  at  least  ten  inches 
from  the  hook  ;  the  next  one  three  inches  above 
it.  Between  this  and  the  one  above,  1  allow  about 
two  inches  and  a-half,  and  so  on  to  the  top  of  a 
yard  tackle,  tapering  a  shot  up  the  gut,  so  that 
they  shall  be  thickest  at  the  top.  It  will  now  be 
observed  that  part  of  your  gut  bottom  nearest  the 
hook  is  considerably  the  lightest,  consequently, 
when  the  float  is  swimming  down  the  stream, 
by  putting  a  little  pressure  on  the  float,  the 
undercurrent  near  the  bottom  acts  on  the  light 
part  of  the  tackle,  and  at  once  brings  the  bait 
first.  Let  it  swim  gently  in  this  form,  and  if 
the  fish  won’t  bite,  the  bait  will  run  against  their 
noses.” 

Fishing  in  the  Yare. — The  following  extract 
from  the  Field  of  Nov.  14,  1863,  gives  a  good 
account  of  one  of  the  Norfolk  rivers  : — 

“Three  days’  roach  fishing  on  the  Yare  (at 
Buckenham). — The  following  morning  we  rose  at 
seven  ;  cloudy  with  a  strong  wind,  rather  too 
much  of  it,  but  from  the  right  quarter.  This  was 
my  first  visit  to  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the 
first  thing  I  missed  was  a  boatni'in.  The  ferry- 
boy  offered  his  services  to  move  the  boat,  and 
whilst  we  were  putting  the  rods  together,  he 
came  alongside,  and  with  a  grave  countenance, 
demanded,  ‘  Do  yo  want  ony  doomps,  sar  f  ’  My 
cockney  simplicity  asked  a  little  further  explana¬ 
tion,  not  thinking  the  lad  alluded  to  ground-bait, 
of  w’hich  we  told  him  to  mix  a  dozen  large  balls. 
Another  important  thing  to  be  remembered  is 
bait,  not  a  gentle  or  brandling  to  be  bad  here. 
Fortunately  I  had  a  scant  supply  in  my  basket 
from  Loudon,  quite  an  after-thought,  for  it  was 
the  quality  of  the  bait  caused  me  to  bring  it, 
little  thinking  there  was  none  at  all  at  Bucken¬ 
ham.  Well,  at  ten  o’clock  we  were  fairly  at  work, 
about  fifty  yards  from  the  ferry.  The  boat  being 
sideways,  or  on  a  line  with  the  bank,  the  rod  at 
the  bow  had  the  longest  swim.  The  i)lumb 
showed  a  fair  level  bottom,  with  all  l‘2Et.  of  water. 
In  with  some  ‘  doomps,’  and  our  d.ay’s  sport 
began.  The  first  swim  was  a  roach  each,  and  a 
rattling  day’s  take  we  had.  At  two  the  boy 
fetched  us  to  dinner,  and  in  an  hour  or  so  we  were 
back  again,  winding  up  at  six  for  tea.  We  had  a 
bushel  basket  each  to  keep  our  fish  in,  and  a 
trifling  wager  caused  us  to  take  stock  on  the 
lawn;  result — Mr.  Dodge.  112  roach;  myself, 
136.  Their  weight  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
ascertaining,  but  it  must  have  been  considerable; 
pound  roach  were  not  scarce,  and  half-pounders 
common;  not  a  dace  in  either  basket.  One  or  two 
trifling  drawbacks  limited  the  day’s  sport,  good 
as  it  was.  Our  lines  were  not  heavy  enough  for 
the  swim.  I  wanted  a  much  larger  float,  with 
twice  the  number  of  shot;  a  third  of  the  swim 
was  gone  before  the  line  fairly  settled.  Another 
thing  to  be  mentioned  is  the  fatigue  of  a 
day’s  fishing  in  such  deep  water ;  we  were 
fairly  tired  out  with  working  something  like 
l.hfc.  of  line  all  day.  However,  we  had  had  a 
first-rale  day’s  roach- fishing,  and  after  tea  ave 
decided  on  trying  to-morrow  a  shallower  ])art  of 
the  rivei’.  - 

“  Tlie  following  morning  opened  with  blight 
sunshine  and  a  cloudless  .sky';  wind  still  very 
high.  We  moored  about  a  hundred  yards 
towards  Varmoutli,  found  a  nice  level  swim  of 
8ft.,  threw'  in  some  ‘doomps,’  .and  began.  The 
sun  was  a  little  too  bright  towards  mid-day',  and 
the  sport  hardly'  up  to  yesterday',  but  still  enough 
to  make  many'  a  Thames  angler’s  mouth  water. 
Our  stock  of  gentles,  too,  was  nearly  exhausted. 
Mr.  Dodge  made  up  some  paste,  which  exhausted 
his  stock  of  patience;  not  being  thoroughly 


manipulated,  and  without  lint  to  toughen  it, 
every  strike,  of  course,  cleared  the  hook.  We  diil 
not  count  out  to-day,  and  one  basket  held  the  fish — 
as  fine  a  lot  of  roach  as  I  ever  saw.  Some  angler.s 
from  Norwich  were  working  at  our  old  pitch,  but 
did  very  indifferently.  I  fancy  their  tackle,  from 
the  little  I  saw  of  it,  was  hardly'  fine  enough  ; 
their  hooks  full  large.  For  .about  an  Imur  in  the 
day,  whilst  the  tide  is  nearly  stationary,  the  fish 
suddenly  leave  off  feeding.  It  matters  little 
which  way  the  tide  works,  u[>  or  down,  they  bite 
equally  W'ell.  Friday  dawneil  with  every'  chance 
of  another  fine  day.  After  lireakfast  we  fixed 
our  poles,  got  into  a  capital  level  swim  again,  and 
began.  The  last  of  the  gentles  had  vanished 
yesterday,  but  the  brandlings  were  nice  and 
lively,  and  not  begun  on.  Poor  Dodgs,  amateur 
like,  had  a  horror  of  impaling  worms,  added  to 
which  the  yellow  matter  exuding  on  the  hook 
passing  through,  thoroughly  disgusted  his  olfac¬ 
tory  organ,  so  ho  worked  up  some  more  jiaste, 
grumliled,  and  caught  roach  as  fast  as  ever.  My' 
brandlings  brought  another  kind  of  sport — the 
bream  came  on ;  not  large,  seldom  over  a  pound, 
or  under  half  of  one,  but  about  six  doz3n  of  them 
wei’e  in  my  basket  before  dinner.  Our  third 
day’s  sport  w.as,  perhaps,  as  far  as  weight  went, 
the  best  of  the  three;  bream  and  roach  bit  every' 
swim,  bar  the  hour  of  tide  turning,  and  dusk 
came  on  much  sooner  than  we  thought  it  due. 
Reluctantly  we  packed  up  and  pulled  back  to  the 
inn.”— IF.  H.  F. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  PEOPO.SED  NEW  THAMES 
FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 


SUGGESTED  PU15LIC  MEETING  IN 
LONDON. 

In  view  of  the  very  strong  feeling  of  opposition 
to  many  of  the  proposed  new  bye-laws  w'hich  has 
been  expressed  by  the  associations  and  societies 
interested  in  the  matter,  we  suggest  that  a  repre¬ 
sentative  public  meeting,  composed  of  delegates 
from  all  the  associations,  ct:.,  and  delegates  from 
the  professional  fishermen,  should  be  held  in 
London,  in  order  that  we  may  join  force.s 
and  convince  the  conservators  that  the  altera¬ 
tions  proposed  are  in  many  cases  likely  to  prove 
most  disastrous  to  the  Thames  fisheries  as  at 
present  enjoyed  by  the  public. 

We  feel  assured  that  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  who  were 
most  tenacious  of  public  rights  and  interests 
when  tliey  were  the  guardians  of  the  river,  will 
lend  us  their  powerful  support,  also  the  London 
County  Council  and  the  Fishmongers’  Company'. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  call  such  a  meeting  if 
the  necessity  for  it  arises. — En.  F.  G. 

SPECIAL  MEETING  OF  THE  RICHMOND 
PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

This  wed-known  and  influential  society,  whose 
meetings  are  invariably  of  the  most  interesting 
nature  when  any  question  relating  to  their 
favourite  river  is  on  the  tapis,  held  a  special  and 
more  than  usually  e.arnest  meeting  on  Tuesday 
evening,  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Richmond,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  examine  and  discuss  the 
Draft  of  the  Proposed  New  Bye-laws.  IMost  of 
the  members  of  the  R.P.S.  are  old  and  experi¬ 
enced  anglers,  whose  one  great  object  during 
many  years  past  has  been  to  watch  over  and 
jealously'  guard  the  rights  of  anglers  in  the  River 
Thames. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  February  27,  1892, 
there  appears  a  report  of  a  meeting  of  this 
society,  specially  convened  to  draw  up  certain 
recommendations  to  the  Thames  Conservators, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
interest  of  Thames  anglers  in  any'  new  bye-laws 
that  might  be  made. 

(Several  of  these  recommendations  it  is  pro]ioscd 
by  the  Conservators  to  embody  in  new  bye-laws 
now  under  consider ation.  The  two  most  im¬ 
portant,  jierhu])S,  Ireing — 1.  The  total  abolition  of 
trailing;  and  11.  'The  I’etention  of  the  existing 
fence  months.  With  regard  to  the  former,  it  will 
doubtless  be  generally' approved ;  the  latter,  being 
clause  23  in  the  proposed  new  bye-laws,  will 
probably'  meet  with  opposition  in  some  quarters  ; 
but,  as  was  pointed  out  at  the  meeting  referred 
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to,  there  are  several  reasons  (specified)  ap;ainst 
altering  them. 

In  these,  and  in  one  or  two  other  matters  of 
minor  importance,  the  conservators  have  met  the 
wishes  of  the  society. 

There  are,  however,  several  clauses  in  these 
proposed  bye-laws,  that  it  is  most  earnestly  hoped 
the  conservators  will  see  their  way  clear  to 
reconsider,  otherwise  incalculable  injury  to  the 
angling  interests  of  the  River  Thames  must 
inevitably  ensue.  Those  that  strike  the  Richmond 
Piscatorial  Society,  as  especially  requiring  such 
reconsideration,  are  herewith  enumerated  with 
suggested  alterations : 


Bye-law  4. — That  the  words  “  A  gaff  for  pike,” 
be  added  to  the  list  of  specified  instruments  and 
apparatus  used  for  taking  the  fish. 

Bye-law  5. — To  add  “  No  live  or  dead  fish  to  be 
used  as  bait  that  has  to  be  swallowed  before 
the  fish  is  hooked,”  usually  called  gorge-bait 
fishing. 

Bye-law  7  (clause  4). — That  the  smelt  net  be 
prohibited  above  London  Bridge,  or  alternatively, 
to  define  the  net  as  IJin.  in  the  mesh  (instead  of 
as  now  described),  and  to  add  “  Such  net  not  to 
be  used  in  the  River  Thames  above  Isleworth 
Ferry.” 

Bye-law  7  (clause  7). — This  clause  is  probablj'a 
clerical  error.  It  should  doubtless  read  :  “  With  a 
greater  diameter  than  two  feet  and  a  greater 
depth  that  three  feet.” 

Bye-law  9  (clause  3). — It  is  recommended  that 
a  limited  number  of  licensed  fishermen  be  allowed 
to  use  the  cast  net  in  addition  to  assistant  river 
keepers. 

This  bye-law,  in  its  present  form,  confers  upon 
assistant  river  keepers  a  monopoly  that  is  not 
desirable,  and  would  materially  affect  the  interests 
of  a  deserving  class  of  men. 

Bye-law  10. — To  add  the  words  “at  any  time” 
after  the  word  “used.” 

Bye-law  15. — To  insert  the  words  “or  on  any 
flooded  lands  or  meadows,”  after  the  word  “river,” 
in  line  5. 

Bye-law  It). — To  omit  the  word  “  gaff'.” 

Bye-law  30. — That  the  “  25th  day  of  March  ”  be 
altered  to  the  “  15th  day  of  March.” 

Bye-law  22  (clause  B). — To  add  the  words  “  or 
to  disturb  them  in  their  passage  over  or  through 
any  weir.” 

Bye-law  27. — The  R.P.S.  especially  and  most 
urgently  request  the  conservators  to  further  con¬ 
sider  the  question  of  the  sizes  of  fish.  They  feel 
deeply  that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  every 
angler  if  the  sizes  of  the  following  fish  were 
raised : 


Pike  or  \ 
.Jack  j 
Perch 
Ohnb 
Roach 


to  inches 
„  !'  „ 

„  Pi 
„  «  „ 


'  Parhel 
Trout 
Bream 
Carp 
Rudd 


to  IS  inches 
18  „ 

15  » 

„  11  „ 

„  S  „ 


And  further,  to  add  gudgeon  to  the  fish  specified 
under  this  bye-law. 

Bye-law  27  (Clause  B). — That  chub  be  omitted 
and  gudgeon  retained. 

Bye-law 32. — The  Richmond  l‘iscatorial  Society 
strongly  and  most  emphatically  protest  against 
the  increased  powers  to  be  given  to  riparian 
owners,  and  arc  of  opinion  that  such  powers,  if 
conferred,  would  do  incalculable  injury  to  the 
River  Thames. 


Bye-law  85(Clause“  Fisherman  ” ). — Toadd  after 
the  word  “fishing,”  and  preceding  “on  the  River 
'rhames,”  the  words  “  or  the  licensed  assistant  or 
deputy  of  such  owner.” 

(lenerally  :  The  R.P.S. ,  taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  many  interests  the  Conservators  have  to 
study,  believe  that  the}’  are  doing  all  in  their 
])Ower  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  general  body  of 
anglers,  and,  although  some  of  the  clauses  in 
their  present  condition  arc  open  to  objection,  it 
is  within  their  knowledge  that  scvei’al  of  them 
will  be  greatly  modified.  The  society  have  not 
touched  upon  the  subject  of  steam-launches,  as 
they  are  informed  that  the  Conservators  have  not 
the  power  under  the  present  Act  of  Parliament 
to  make  any  alterations  in  the  existing  regula¬ 
tions  relating  to  speed,  &c.,  and,  although  they 
ai-e  painfully  aware  that  immense  damage  is  done 
to  the  spawn  of  fish  by  this  traffic,  yet  they  feel 
that  they,  with  others,  must  for  the  present  accept 
the  inevitable. 


NEW  ALBION  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

A  MEETING  of  the  new  Albion  Piscatorial 
Society  was  held  on  Thursday  night  to  discuss 
the  draft  of  the  proposed  new  Thames  Fishery 
laws.  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  presided,  and  the 
following  resolution  was  carried :  “  That  this 
meeting  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society, 
held  at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  12, 1893,  views  with  alarm  many 
of  the  proponed  new  Fishery  bye-laws  as  drafted 
by  the  Thames  Conservators,  as  being  contrary 
to  the  sport  of  angling  and  the  preservation  of 
the  fish  in  the  river  Thames.  This  meeting, 
therefore,  respectfully  urges  the  Conservators 
not  to  abolish  the  netting  licence  now  issued 
to  riparian  owners,  as  the  angling  societies, 
both  up  river  aud  London,  stock  the  river 
with  fish  at  their  own  expense ;  and  to  make 
it  illegal  to  set  night  lines  for  eels,  as  many 
trout  and  coarse  fish  are  thus  caught.  AVe 
further  urge  the  Conservators,  that  from  its 
splendid  sporting  qualities,  the  chub  is  totally 
unfit  for  live-bait ;  and  we  would  also  recommend 
that  the  standard  for  gudgeon  be  still  maintained. 
We  think  that  pike  ought,  in  the  true  interests  of 
sport,  not  to  be  retained  under  24in.,  and  that 
when  angling  for  this  fish,  the  gaff  be  still  per¬ 
mitted.  Owing  to  the  numerous  complaints 
made  of  the  speed  of  steam  launches,  and  the  fact 
that  they  cause  great  destruction  to  fish  spawn, 
we  further  suggest  that  a  clause  should  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  new  bye-laws — laws  wdiereby  the 
speed  of  the  launches  would  be  considerably 
moderated  during  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish. 
And  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded 
to  the  Board  of  Thames  Conservancy.”  The 
chairman,  and  Messrs.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  Crisp, 
Baldwin,  Hibble,  La  Feuillade,  Newbury,  and 
others,  took  part  in  the  discussion,  and  the  resolu¬ 
tion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 


OXFORD  ANGLING  AND  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

At  an  influential  meeting  of  the  above  society 
on  Tuesday  last,  at  the  Three  Cups  Hotel,  the 
following  resolutions  were  passed  respecting  the 
new’  Thames  bye-laws : 

1.  That  this  society  strongly  protests  against 
the  increased  facilities  given  to  owners  and  occu¬ 
piers  of  fisheries,  and  trust  the  conservators 
will  retain  the  clause  that  all  riparian  owners, 
before  placing  a  net  of  any  kind  in  the  river, 
shall  be  required  to  obtain  a  special  licence  for 
such  netting,  and  that  the  eight-inch  mesh  be 
retained. 

2.  That  the  use  of  the  gaff  be  retained  for  pike 
fishing. 

3.  That  this  society  respectfully  ask  the  con¬ 
servators  to  extend  the  fence  months  from 
Jan.  3n  till  June  15. 

4.  That  this 'society  strong  recommends  the 
sizes  of  fish  1o  be  increased,  viz. — jack,  20in. ; 
perch,  9in. ;  roach.  Sin. ;  chub,  12in. 

C.  IIeheekt,  asst.  sec. 

A  copy  of  the  foregoing  has  been  foiwvarded  to 
the  Board  of  Conservators. 


THE  MANCHESTER  SEWAC^E 
SCHEME. 


DECISION  OF  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
BOARD. 

[  Communicated]. 

Fniveksal  satisfaction  has  been  caused  in 
angling  circles  in  Sheffield  and  Nottinghamshire 
by  the  ilecision  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
in  the  matter  of  the  Manchester  Sewage  Scheme. 
It  is  (|uite  certain  that  whatever  measure  of 
popularity  this  authority  has  hitherto  enjoyed 
among  anglers,  will  in  no  way  bo  diminished  by 
the  common  sense  view  it  has  taken  of  the  jiroject 
mentioned.  BrieH}’  put,  this  jiroject  was  as 
follows  ;  The  Manchester  Corporation  sought  to 
acquire  pow'ers  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Ramp- 
ton  Manor  Estate,  near  Retford,  at  a  cost  of 
£'G0,000,  for  purposes  of  sewage  disposal.  The 
estate  in  question  belongs  to  Colonel  Eyre,  late 
il.P.  for  Gaiusbro’,  aud  is  contiguous  to  the 


Trent,  in  one  of  the  most  healthful,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  one  of  the  most  agricultural,  portions 
of  Nottinghamshire.  It  was  the  intention  of 
the  Corporation,  if  they  secured  the  estate, 
to  turn  it  into  a  vast  manure  heap.  The  whole 
of  the  refuse  and  the  filth  from  the  great  city  of 
Manchester  was  to  be  conveyed  there  in  trucks 
and  laid  upon  the  ground,  in  daily  instalments, 
the  consignments  being  brought  the  seventy 
miles  journey  in  water-tight  waggons.  In  all, 
20,000  ions  of  manure — part  lic[uid  and  part 
solid — would  be  laid  upon  the  land  each  year. 
When  first  the  proposal  was  made  indignation 
ran  high.  The  Trentsiders  rose  as  one 
man  and  protested  against  it.  Their  beauti¬ 
ful  country  was  to  be  s])oiled,  their  wells 
were  to  bo  ruined,  their  noble  river  Trent 
was  to  be  still  further  polluted,  and  their  own 
surroundings  w’ere  to  be  made  objectionable. 
Why  could  not  Manchester  find  another 
outlet  for  its  sewage  ?  AVhy  should  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  a  distriot  who  could  not  possibly  have 
any  interest  in  Manchester,  be  saddled  with  so 
enormous  an  amount  of  filth  every  year  almost 
at  their  own  doorsteps  ?  These  were  the  cjuestions 
that  were  asked,  and  this  was  the  feeling  the 
Nottinghamshire  people  had  towards  the  pro¬ 
posal.  Then  there  was  another  class  of  people 
who  were  greatl;;^  interested  in  the  motion — the 
angling  community.  It  was  only  too  clear  that 
if  the  scheme  were  carried  out  the  Trent  W’ould 
suffer  from  it.  ffhe  sewage  was  to  be  laid  upon 
the  land,  which,  owing  to  its  porous  nature, 
would,  according  to  the  Manchester  people, 
easily  absorb  it.  A"ery  possibly,  but  what  then  ? 
AYould  it  not  ultimately  find  its  way  into  the 
ditches,  into  the  wells,  and,  in  short,  would  it  not, 
in  time  find  an  outlet  in  the  Trent  ?  The  anglers 
thought  it  would,  and  they  were  not  alone  in  this 
opinion,  for  the  Gaiusbro’  authorities,  whose 
people  use  the  w’ater  of  the  Trent  for  drinking 
purposes,  opposed  the  scheme  with  might  and 
main  on  that  very  account.  The  result  of  it  all 
was  a  Local  Government  Board  inquiry,  at 
which  evidence  for  and  against  was  given. 
The  advocate  retained  by  the  Manchester  Cor¬ 
poration  did  his  best  to  pi’ove  that  the  scheme 
could  not  possibly  injure  the  Trent,  and,  so 
pretty  was  his  wit,  and  so  earnest  his  plead¬ 
ing,  that  he  almost  painted  a  picture  of  the 
little  fishes  standing  on  their  heads  and 
wagging  their  tails  with  ecstatic  glee  at  the 
magnanimity  of  the  Corporation  in  providing 
them  with  such  bountiful  stores  of  wholesome 
provender ! 

The  matter  has  since  then  been  under  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Board,  and  at  last  the  report  has 
been  sent  out.  This  document  states  that, 
“  looking  to  the  distance  of  the  estate  from  the 
city,  the  mode  and  conditions  of  the  convej’ance 
of  the  filth  and  refuse,  and  the  nature,  situation, 
and  surroundings  of  the  estate,  the  Board  is  not 
able  to  satisfy  itself  that  the  scheme  is  one  which 
ought  to  be  carried  into  effect,  and  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  Board  is  not  prepared  to 
sanction  a  loan  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  and 
the  works  proposed  by  the  Town  Council  of 
Manchester.” 

This  decision  is  interesting  to  the  angler  in 
more  w’ays  than  one.  AVhile  it  forbids  tlie  Cor¬ 
poration  of  ^Manchester  to  purchase  the  Rampton 
Manor  Estate  for  the  purposes  to  which  they 
intended  putting  it,  it  is  also  an  important  pro¬ 
nouncement  on  the  subject  of  river  pollution. 
Too  long  have  the  authorities  winked  at  this  kind 
of  thing;  too  long  have  they,  by  conferring 
almost  unlimited  powers  on  corporations, 
given  them  carte  blanche  to  do  as  they 
liked  with  the  rivers  over  which  they  had 
jurisdiction.  AV'hat  corporation  is  there  in  this 
country  that  can  lift  up  their  heads  and  say, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  they  have 
done  nothing  to  pollute  and  spoil  the  streams 
contiguous  to  their  municipalities?  Is  there  one 
that  can  lay  claim,  on  the  other  hand,  to  having 
done  their  best  to  preserve  the  natural  purity 
and  beauty  of  the  streams  witlun  their  gates  ? 
It  is  to  be  feared  not.  Therefore,  it  is  that  the 
decision  of  the  Local  Government  Board  is 
taken  as  a  pronouncement  on  this  important 
question,  and  will,  in  the  end,  lead  anglers 
to  renewed  diligence  in  seeing  that  their  rights 
and  privileges  are  not  encroached  upon  by 
corporate  concerns,  who  have  “  neither  souls 
to  save  nor  bodies  to  kick.” 


January  11,  1893] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


STREAM  CLEANING. 

By  Fenton  Hook. 


laltoniana 


One  of  the  great  drawbacks  to  stocking  any 
streams  or  ponds  with  trout  is  the  vast  amount 
of  mud  and  weeds  which  have  accumulated  in 
most  of  our  rivers,  take  for  instance  the  Colne, 
Wandle,  Mole,  Chess,  and  tributaries.  The 
millers  in  the  olden  days  used  to  take  more 
interest  in  their  waters  and  keep  them  cleaner, 
but  of  late  years  they  have  let  them  get  into  such 
a  bad  state,  almost  beyond  the  power  of  manual 
labour,  on  account  of  the  time  taken  to  remove 
the  mud,  also  the  great  expense.  Some  few  months 
back  a  miller  on  the  Colne  tried  to  clean  a  portion 
of  his  water,  and,  after  having  one  thousand 
yards  removed  by  contract  at  oiie  shilling  per 
yard,  gave  up  the  idea,  as  it  seemed  to  make  little 
or  no  impression  on  the  water.  What  really  is 
wanted  is  some  enterprising  firm  to  construct  a 
small  dredger  suitable  for  cleaning  out  rivers  ; 
there  is  an  appliance  for  cleaning  out  ponds 
which  comes  very  expensive,  the  charge  I  believe, 
being  something  like  ten  pounds  a  day.  A 
dredger  suitable  for  rivers  could  be  easily  made 
to  be  driven  by  a  four  horse-power  engine,  which 
could  be  fixed  in  the  boat,  the  lot  not  weighing 
more  than  five  tons  ;  it  could  then  be  drawn  from 
one  river  to  another  on  a  trolly.  The  boat  should 
be  constructed  of  iron,  and  large  enough  so  as  to 
draw  not  more  than  a  foot  or  so  of  water.  The 
cost  of  such  a  dredger,  including  labour,  would 
not  be  more  than  two  pounds  a  day  ;  and  working, 
say,  twelve  pans,  ought  to  lift  at  least  fifty  yards 
of  mud  a  day,  the  mud  being  lifted  high  enough 
to  be  thrown  into  a  shoot,  and  so  fall  into  a  slop 
cart,  which  can  then  be  drawn  away  and 
distributed  on  the  land,  as  there  is  no  finer 
dressing  for  grass  when  harrowed  in,  and  ought 
to  be  worth  something  like  two  shillings  per 
yard  when  thrown  into  the  cart ;  but  if  we  only 
got  one  shilling  per  yard  it  would  then  pay  for 
the  getting,  and  ought  to  have  a  ready  sale  at  the 
price.  The  way  to  start  would  be  to  begin  at 
thetop  of  yourwaterand  harrow  it  down,  with,  say, 
old  railway  sleepers  loaded  down,  or  an  old  harrow 
so  as  to  drag  all  the  mud  to  the  lower  portion 
of  your  water  to  feed  your  dredger,  the  harrowto 
be  drawn  by  a  horse  or  two,  ridden  by  boys.  If  I 
had  the  cleaningof  a  river,  I  would  harrow  it  down 
in  places  every  year,  and  pull  out  the  surplus 
weeds  with  a  hand  drag  or  a  drag  pulled  by  a 
horse,  as  the  old  way  of  drawing  the  knives  up 
the  river  is  of  no  use,  only  for  the  miller  to  let  the 
water  down,  which  is  generally  done  in  the  middle 
of  the  summer,  which  I  think  is  very  injurious  to 
the  trout.  Weeds  we  know  are  fine  keepers,  but 
you  cannot  have  both  in  your  waters,  weeds  and 
fish,  that  is,  if  you  want  your  fish  to  rise  well ; 
suitable  patches  should  be  left,  and  when  they 
come  to  the  top  should  be  toppedby  a  scythe.  The 
cleaner  you  keep  the  bottom  of  your  river  the 
more  trout  you  will  have,  as  there  will  be  more 
food  for  your  fish,  and  they  will  stop  in  your 
water  and  not  stray  away.  My  experience  is,  it  is 
of  no  use  turning  trout  into  waters  that  have  not 
been  prepared  for  them.  I  mean  cleaned  out  and 
the  coarse  fish  netted  down  and  kept  down,  and 
the  proper  time  to  do  it  is  in  the  spring  and 
autumn,  so  as  not  to  let  your  woi-k  get  the  master 
of  you.  What  would  the  Thames  be  like  if  it 
were  not  for  the  barges  constantly  passing  up 
and  down,  and  so  keeping  the  bottom  of  the  river 
in  the  channel  as  clean  as  it  is  possible,  also  the 
boats  continually  dredging  gravel,  why,  the  mud 
and  weeds  would  accumulate  so  fast  as  to  render 
the  river  useless  for  fishing.  Some  rivers  clean 
themselves  when  they  are  not  too  foul,  as  you  can 
observe  on  the  shallows,  the  first  warm  day  in 
spring,  a  quantity  of  little  bubbles  forming  on 
the  top  of  the  decayed  matter  at  the  bottom  of 
the  river,  and  as  the  days  get  warmer  these  little 
bladders  lift  the  deposit  from  the  bottom  to  the 
surface,  and  it  floats  away  in  large  quantities. 


We  have  received  several  complaints  lately 
that  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  not  procurable  on 
Saturday  at  certain  newsagents.  As  our  recently 
improved  publishing  arrangements  enable  the 
trade  to  supply  their  customers  on  the  morning 
of  the  date  of  publication,  we  s-hall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  any  of  our  readers  who  may  have  been 
inconvenienced  in  this  way. 


A  CERTAIN  youthful  female  telegraphist  in  the 
Thames  Valley  this  week  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  prominent  member  of  one  of  the  up-river 
fishery  associations  was  a  lunatic,  for  the  message 
sent  ran  as  follows :  “  What  price  rainbows 
delivered  free  reply  paid.”  The  reply,  however, 
came  in  due  course,  and  the  feminine  manipu¬ 
lator  of  the  electric  current  was  further  amazed 
when  the  machine  spelled  out,  “  Wire  received 
regret  booked  up  in  rainbows.” 


An  enormous  amount  of  fishery  bye-law  litera¬ 
ture  has  come  into  existence  during  the  past  ten 
days,  and  among  the  many  criticisms  that  have 
been  published  I  fail  to  find  a  favourable  one. 
Here  are  a  few  extracts  taken  as  they  come  from 
a  pile  of  newspaper  cuttings  at  my  side  :  ‘‘  Have 

not  been  received  at  all  kindly  by  anglers,  whose 
opinions,  it  would  seem,  have  received  but  scant 
consideration.” — The  City  Fress.  “  Do  not  at  all 
meet  with  the  satisfaction  of  the  general  body  of 
London  anglers.” — The  Star.  “  Some  dissatis¬ 
faction  is  felt  among  the  general  body  of  London 
a.nglers  at  the  alterations.” — T>aily  Chronicle. 
“I  desire  to  say  flatly,  decisively,  and  emphatic¬ 
ally  that  I  think  it  the  most  senselessly  stupid 
and  idiotic  sort  of  arrangement  that  could  possibly 
have  been  concocted  outside  of  a  lunatic  asylum.” 
— Morning  Advertiser.  “  We  have  come  to  the 
decided  conclusion  that  the  suggested  bye-laws 
will  meet  with  strenuous  opposition  from  all  who 
take  a  genuine  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the 
Thames  as  the  most  accessible  fishing  resort  of 
the  public.  .  .  .  The  only  concessions  to  the 

claims  of  bond  fide  anglei’s  are  the  prohibition  of 
trailing,  and  the  increase  in  the  size  of  barbel  (a 
game  but  otherwise  worthless  fish).  .  .  .  The 

well-wishers  of  the  only  free  sport  left  to  the 
working  man  will  join  in  the  hope  that  their 
efforts  to  oppose  a  retrograde  movement  as  to  the 
important  fisheries  of  the  Thames  may  be  success¬ 
ful.” — Reading  Mercury.  “Another  mountain  has 
brought  forth  amouse.  .  .  .  Had  the  Conserva¬ 
tors  only  left  undone  that  which  they  ought  to  have 
done,  the  case  would  have  been  bad  enongli  .  .  . 

they  have  likewise  done  that  which  they  ought 
not  to  have  done.  ...  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  thousands  of  Thames  anglers  will 
quietly  submit  to  having  their  carefully  matured 
plans,  their  plainlj’  expressed  wishes,  ignored. 
There  are  already  signs  that  they  will  not  do  so. 
.  .  .  To  our  minds  the  case  against  the  adop¬ 

tion  of  the  proposed  new  bye-laws  is  complete.” — 
Rod  and  Gun.  “A  resolution  was  passed  pro¬ 
testing  against  the  same  becoming  law  in  their 
present  formbnthe  ground  that  they  would  be  fatal 
to  the  fisheries  of  theThames.” — Reading  Observer. 
“  Do  not  all  meet  with  the  satisfaction  of  the 
general  body  of  London  anglers.”  —  Morning 
Leader.  “The  little  good  that  the  other  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  bye-laws  may  do  will,  so  the  Thames 
anglers  confidently  asserf,  be  more  than  nullified 
by  the  increase  of  netting  which  is  certain  to  take 
place.  It  seems  not  improbable  that  if  the  con¬ 
servators  do  not  withdraw  the  objectionable 
clauses  the  proposed  bye-laws  will  be  opposed  when 
they  come  before  the  Privy  Council.” — Daily 
Graphic.  “  The  two  most  noteworthy  points  are 
the  prohibition  of  trailing,  and  the  increased 
privileges  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to 
owners  of  private  waters  in  the  direction  of 
netting.  .  .  ,  The  new  bye-laws  are  not  being 

favourably  received  by  the  anglers  of  the  Thames. 
.  ,  .  There  is  very  little  in  the  proposed  bye¬ 

laws  which  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  stock  of  Thames  fish  (excepting  jack).  It 
may  be  said  that  there  might  not  be  a  fish  more 
preserved  to  the  river  because  of  them.  Anglers 
w’ill  therefore  not  improbably  come  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  rather  than  have  increased  netting 
facilities  conferred  on  owners  of  private  fisheries 
or  persons  claiming  under  them,  it  would  be 
better  to, have  no  new  bye-laws  at  all.” — 'The  Field. 
The  foregoing  form  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
many  notices  which  have  appeared  of  those  odious 
bye-laws,  but  before  closing  this  paragraph  I 
must  refer  to  an  article  which  has  appeared 
up  in  the  north,  and  is  proof,  if  one  were 
needed,  of  the  bond  of  sympathy  which  exists 
between  the  anglers  of  the  north  and  the 
south.  In  a  leading  article  in  the  Northern 
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Angler  I  read  :  “  We  do  not  wonder  that  Thames 
fishermen  are  wroth  at  the  proposed  new  bye¬ 
laws.  Two  or  three  of  them  are  nothing  short 
of  iniquitous,  and  will  lead  to  the  undoing  of 
much  that  has  been  done  by  the  T.A.P.S.  and 
kindred  associations  .  .  ,  the  very  persons  to 
whom  anglers  look  for  protection  propose  to 
reduce  the  mesh  of  the  net  (‘  used  by  owners  or 
claimants  of  private  fisheries  ’)  to  1  |in,,  and  to 
do  away  with  the  licence.  Why?  because  the  upper 
I’iver  is  represented  on  the  Board  by  four  riparian 
owners.  .  .  .  Such  bodies  should  be  repre¬ 

sentative.  There  is  not  a  single  nominee  of  the 
anglers  or  boating  men  who  use  the  Thames  on 
the  Conservancy.  The  anglers  may  spend  their 
money  to  stock  the  grand  old  stream,  so  that 
the  man  who  owns  the  bank  may  have  better 
hauls.  .  .  .  Thames  anglers  will  have  achieved 
something  if  they  succeed  in  blocking  the  bye¬ 
laws  until  the  London  County  Council  brings  in 
its  next  bill  which  is  to  give  representation  on 
the  Conservancy.”  This  is  strong,  but  not  too 
strong  for  the  occasion.  Who  wrote  the  article 
I  do  not  know,  but  he  is  evidently  well  up  in  his 
subject.  _ 

There  is  one  good  thing  about  this  frost  of 
1892-fi,  there  is  no  snow  with  it  to  get  into  the 
rivers  wdien  the  thaw  comes.  Pish,  even  trout, 
will  feed  well  in  a  snow  storm,  but  snow  broth  in 
the  river  is  generally  fatal  to  sport.  Twice  I 
have  found  trout  rise  well  when  it  has  been  snow¬ 
ing,  and  have  caught  roach  as  fast  as  I  could  play 
and  land  them  in  the  midst  of  a  blinding  snow¬ 
storm.  Another  day,  or  rather  evening,  on  the 
Thames  the  more  intense  the  cold  the  better  the 
roach  seemed  to  bite.  Every  few  minutes  the 
line  froze  in  the  rings,  a  small  fish  froze  to  the 
bottom  of  the  punt,  the  well  net  froze,  everything 
freezable  turned  into  ice.  That  was  in  February. 
In  winter  one  certainly  should  not  hesitate  about 
going  roach  fishing  in  the  hardest  weather,  but  if 
a  nor’-easter  is  blowing  the  chances  of  sport  are 
certainly  not  great.  _ 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  frost  has  returned, 
anti  the  hopes  anglers  may  have  entertained  at 
the  commencement  of  the  week  of  a  cleai’ance 
of  the  ice  from  rivers  will  probably  he  dis¬ 
appointed.  Nevertheless  there  are  places  here 
and  there  where  the  river  has  not  frozen  owing 
to  tlie  stream  or  the  wind,  but  unfortunately 
just  the  places  where  there  is  most  stream  are 
those  least  likely  to  be  productive  of  sport ;  for 
fish  generally  take  to  deep  quiet  waters  din  ing 
severe  frosts. 


There  has  been  a  Fisheries  Pair  at  Sydney. 
Boats  took  the  places  of  the  usual  stalls,  and 
the  fair  merchants  were  dressed  as  fisherwomen 
of  various  nations.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
boatkeepers  stopped  at  the  dress,  and  did  not  copy 
the  language  and  idioms  peculiar  to  fishwives. 


I  AVI  considerably  indebted  to  our  good  editor 
for  calling  my  attention  to  certain  photographic 
printing  paper  sold  by  the  Eastman  Company  of 
Oxford-street.  With  the  exception  of  Pizzighelli’s 
Platinotype  paper,  which  is  not  very  reliable,  it 
gives  less  trouble  than  any  paper  I  have  used, 
and  for  bringing  out  evei^thing  there  is  in  a 
negative  it  even  surpasses  the  ordinary  albu- 
menised  paper  of  commerce.  So  many  anglers 
go  in  for  photography,  and  making  prints  from 
negatives  taken  in  the  summer  is  such  an  admir¬ 
able  winter  pastime,  that  I  hope  soon  to  devote 
some  space  to  the  subject  of  printing  papers,  some 
of  which  can  be  worked  any  day  when  the  weather 
is  reasonably  fine,  and  others  which  have  to  be 
developed  in  the  dark  room  like  negatives,  after 
a  short  exposure  to  gas  or  lamp  light.  These 
latter  are,  of  course,  most  valuable  for  amateur 
photographers  whose  days  are  occupied.  Certain 
papers  give  good  results  with  weak  negatives, 
others  work  best  with  dense  negatives.  The 
experienced  amateur  should  therefore  vary  his 
paper  according  to  his  negative  to  get  the  best 
results.  1  must  say,  however,  that  the  paper  I 
have  recently  lieen  trying  gives  good  results  with 
both  weak  and  strong  negatives.  It  is  called 
“  Solio  ”  paper  by  the  Eastman  people,  and  is 
evidently  an  imjiroved  form  of  gelatino-chloride 
paper.  I  hope  soon  to  try  it  on  some  Kodak 
films,  which  have  not  yielded  very  good  results 
by  other  processes.  Templar, 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  11«,  1803 


Corresponii^ncc 

[H>  do  not  hold  oureelces  responsible  for  the  opinions 
pj  pressed  hii  our  Correspondents.'] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  jiresents  an 
endless  field  for  argument ,  speculation,  and  tieperi- 
ment.” — T.  K.  I’ltlTT. 

STKEL  AS  APPLIED  TO  RODS. 

Dkak  Sir, — Any  advance  that  can  be  made  in 
the  development  of  the  jiower  of  tlie  tly-rod 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  intere.st  to  both  anglers  and 
manufacturers,  and  the  contribution  of  “  A  Scot  ” 
in  your  last  issue  cannot  'well  fail  to  have  proved 
of  the  greatest  interest  to  all  your  readers.  The 
letter  referred  to  is  specially  interesting  to  us 
because  it  explores  a  path  that  we  have  followed, 
we  think,  to  the  end.  We  have  tested,  years 
ago,  methods  almost  identical  with  his  of  cutting 
the  wood  to  accommodate  straight  lines  of  metal 
on  the  exterior  of  the  rod,  but  our  experience 
goes  to  prove  that  no  plan  of  cutting  the  surface 
of  cane  or  wood  to  insert  steel  would  act  satis¬ 
factorily.  The  plan  w'e  found  to  give  the  best 
results  is  that  your  correspondent  criticises  ;  but 
as  his  on'y  knowledge  of  our  method  of  doubling 
the  strength  of  a  rod  consists  of  a  sight  of  a 
drawing  (which  latter,  by  the  way,  ive  have  never 
seen),  his  criticism  is  based  on  a  very  slender 
foundation.  Your  correspondent  is  right,  how¬ 
ever,  when  he  points  out  the  superiority  of  a  rod 
.strengthened  by  steel  on  the  outside  circum¬ 
ference. 

It  was  at  the  suggestion  of  a  very  eminent 
engineer  that  we  first  began  to  test  methods  of 
adding  power  by  steel  externally  put  on  the  rod, 
and  our  method  has  now  stood  the  test  of  close 
on  a  year’s  use  in  the  hands  of  many  anglers — on 
old  rods  and  new — and  without  a  single  case  of 
failure  in  any  shape  or  form  to  our  knowledge. 
The  steel  does  not  move  when  rod  is  in  u.se  in 
either  of  the  two  methods  we  have  adopted  of 
putting  on  the  steel. 

We  introduced  steel  centres,  but  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  steel  bindings  add 
more  strength,  and,  further,  that  a  bound  or 
ribbed-steel  centred  rod  is  the  most  powerful  rod 
3’et  built.  Length  for  length,  weight  for  w^eight, 
it  eclipses  all  that  has  been  hitherto  achieved  in 
power  and  stiffness,  and  therefore  casting  capa- 
Inlities  at  the  weight — which,  in  the  case  of  a 
cane-built,  averages  less  than  an  ounce  per  foot 
in  the  case  of  trout-rods.  A  full  patent  has  been 
applied  for  by  us  for  the  steel-bound  or  rilibed 
processes.  The  steel  centre,  unfortunately,  was 
not  patented  on  its  introduction.  Signed  and 
stam]ied  engineers’  tests  proved  the  latest 
advance  in  rod-building  to  be  the  greatest  stride 
j'et  made,  especially  on  the  score  of  power,  for 
they  prove  the  addition  of  half  an  ounce  of  steel 
practically  doubles  the  strength  of  the  rod.  We 
instance  the  case  of  a  cane-built  middle  joint  of  a 
small  trout-rod,  which  broke  at  7|lb.  without  the 
steel  binding,  and  a  similar  joint  with  the  external 
steel  that  stood  I  Ijlb. !  This  is  one  of  the  tests  of 
engineers  at  the  Sheffield  Testing  Works.  Thank¬ 
ing  you  in  anticipation,  yours,  &c  , 

1).  and  W.  n.  Foster. 


LOFGII  ENNEL,  IRELAND. 

Sir, — I  read  with  great  interest  the  paper  on 
“Recollections  of  Fishing  in  1  reland, ’’ by  “L.S.G.”, 
in  your  valuable  journal  of  the  7th  inst.,  and  can 
bear  out  all  he  says  as  to  the  splendid  sport  to 
be  had  on  Ijough  Ennel  or  Belvedere,  in  the 
county  of  W'estmeath,  during  the  May  Fly  Season, 
and  no  doulit  splendid  sport  could  be  obtained  at 
other  seasons  if  the  lough  was  fished,  but  the 
three  famous  Westmeath  loughs  are  practically 
nnfished,  excejit  during  the  Majlly  season. 

1  should,  however,  like  to  know  in  what  ]>art 
of  Lough  Ennel  he  had  the  tiisslewith  thesa’nior. 

1  have  fished  these  loughs  several  jears,  but 
I  never  heard  the  Irish  gillies  mention  having 
seen  or  heard  of  a  salmon  in  either  of  the  West¬ 
meath  loughs.  I  know  salmon  are  taken  on 
Melvin  and  Lough  Erne,  and  many  other  noted 
loughs,  but  I  do  not  know  how  the}'  could  get 
into  Ennel. 

I  am  simply  asking  for  information,  which  I 
feel  sure  “  L.  S.  G.”  will  be  glad  to  give. — I  am, 
dear  sir,  yours,  Ac.  W.m.  Thom.as. 

Fly  Fi,-.hers’  Club. 


THE  PROPOSED  THAMES  BYE-LAWS. 

De.\r  Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  make  a  sug¬ 
gestion  to  the  various  London  societies  who  are 
now  protesting  against  the  new  Thames  Fishery 
Bye-laws.  Let  them  take  every  station  on  the 
Thames,  invite  two  practical  Thames  anglers,  one 
professional,  one  amateur,  pay  their  expenses  to 
London,  and  get  their  opinion.  What  ought  to 
have  been  protested  against  long  ago  was  the 
appointment  of  a  member  of  the  Severn  Board  of 
( -onservators  to  draft  bye-laws  for  the  Thames. 
Why  not  have  selected  a  Thames  man  of  ex¬ 
perienced  There  are  plenty  high  in  the  legal 
profession,  and  well  up  in  all  matters  appertaining 
to  the  Thames.  B.  R.  Bam  bridge. 

Eton.  - 

THAME.S  ANGLING  REPORTS. 

Sir, — It  would  be  impossible  for  me  or  anyone 
else  to  see  every  take  of  fish  daily  as  reported, 
which  your  correspondent  appears  to  suggest, 
but,  limiting  the  area  to  the  place  he  is  dealing 
with,  I  can  answer  his  question  best  by  saying 
from  what  I  know  personally  of  Mr.  Clarke,  of 
Sunbury,  and  he  is  an  cld  friend,  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  the  takes  reported  hy  him  are 
what  the  anglers  take  away  with  them  after  their 
day's  sport,  and  of  sizeable  fish.  The  head  river 
keeper  is  constantly  examining  the  takes  at 
different  places  as  they  come  in  and  he  has  never 
yet  reported  one  offence.  I  am  careful  in  getting 
truthful  reports  from  those  whom  I  have  the  same 
confidence  in  as  Mr.  Clarke,  and,  in  addition,  he 
is,  and  for  years  has  been,  a  subscribing  member 
of  the  T.A.P.S ,  and  in  my  experience  of  over 
one  third  of  a  century  I  have  always  found  those 
who  complain  are  not  in  that  position,  fi’he 
question  of  the  competition  in  one  day  is  no 
criterion  of  what  has  been  done  in  the  other  six. 
My  experience  has  also  been  that  competition 
days  are  generally  unfortunate  days  in  angling, 
and  in  my  opinion  it  is  the  charm  of  fishing  that 
anglers  are  not  always  successful,  if  they  were, 
they  would  get  tired  of  always  catching  fish.  IL 
every  take  of  fish  reported  had  to  be  examined 
and  tested  each  day  it  would  be  an  incessant 
work  and  labour  of  itself,  and  I  consider  where 
there  is  perfect  confidence  in  the  fisherman 
and  you  believe  him  to  be  accurate,  it  is  the 
best  source  in  over  twenty  miles  of  river  of 
supplying  the  information  anglers  require. — 
Yours,  &c.,  B. 

[This  answ'ers  our  question  plainly  enough,  and 
W'e  wanted  it  answered  because  we  have  often  heard 
it  said  that  the  reports  sent  by  the  professional 
fishermen  to  the  papers  are  mostly  lies  sent  to  in¬ 
duce  anglers  to  go  to  fish.  We  ore  glad  to  have 
“  B’s  ’’  assurance  that  it  is  not  so  in  the  case  of 
the  'I’haraes.  As  we  have  often  said,  we  will  at 
once  stop  any  reporter  w'ho  is  proved  to  be  lying, 
but  it  is  most  difficult  to  deal  with  general 
charges  in  which  no  particulars  are  given.  We 
wish  to  be  just  to  our  reporters,  W'e  believe  them 
to  be  honest. — Ed  ]  _ 


A  CURIOUS  CARP  DISEASE. 

Sir, — Will  you  explain  through  your  paper,  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  the  following:  I  have  a (juantity 
of  carp,  about  four  to  five  inches  long,  for  pike 
bait.  They  have  kept  well  till  within  the  last  few 
weeks.  I  have  had  them  for  five  or  six  months, 
and  now  all  the  sc<ales  stand  out  and  fall  off  with 
the  least  touch.  Is  there  any  remedy,  as  they 
are  dying  gradually  s'  I  have  been  a  subscriber 
to  your  paper  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years. — 
Yours  truly.  Fizzled. 

Bolton-le- Moors. 

[We  think  that  the  fish  are  being  poisoned  in 
some  Avay,  either  by  the  water,  or  by  the  receptacle 
they  are  kept  in.  We  do  not  remember  hearing 
of  fish  losing  their  scales  in  this  way  before. 
Some  of  the  diseases  which  attack  fish  kept  in 
confinement,  are  very  mysterious.  We  should  like 
to  know  if  any  of  our  readers  have  had  exjierience 
similar  to  “  Puzzled.’’ — Ed.] 


OTTER  QUERIES. 

Sir, — Will  one  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me  in  your  next  issue  what  is  about  the  outside 
limit  of  weight  to  which  an  otter  can  grow. 
Also  how  to  distinguish  an  otter  track  in  deep 
snow  from  that  of  other  vermin  ?  Would  not  an 
otter  destroy  its  own  weight  in  fish  during  a 
week.® — Yours  truly,  H.  G. 

Tonbridge,  Kent. 


A  “MARINE  HARE.” 

Sir, — Having  noticed  some  time  ago  a  commu¬ 
nication  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post  from  Mr. 
Wotfindin  klaw,  of  Bedford,  relative  to  the  inci¬ 
dent  of  a  swimming  hare,  an  experience  gathered 
whilst  fishing  (with  Dr.  Wood,  of  Middleton) 
near  Ijowthorpe,  last  Sejitember,  1,  being  in¬ 
terested  from  a  natural  history  point  of  view, 
wrote  to  the  Morning  Post  and  other  London 
papers  to  ascertain  whether  the  anecdote  was 
unusual  or  otherwise.  .My  letters  were  the  means 
of  a  correspondence  on  the  subject,  both  public 
and  private.  From  amongst  the  latter  I  wish  to 
encroach  upon  your  columns,  in  order  to  narrate 
the  following  account  of  a  “  marine  hare,”  for 
which  1  am  indebted  to  a  Colchester  correspon¬ 
dent,  who  states  that  some  two  years  ago,  when 
walking  along  the  beach  at  Felixstowe,  near 
Languard  Point,  Essex,  where  are  adjacent  wide 
stretches  of  flat  ground  and  marshes,  lie  observed 
something  most  curious  about  a  hundred  yards 
from  the  shore.  This  turned  out  to  be  the  head 
and  ears  of  a  fine  hare,  w'hich  struck  out  in  a 
determined  manner  against  the  w'aves,  and 
eventually  gained  its  feet  on  the  beach.  ^ly 
informant  considers  that,  so  far  as  he  can  re¬ 
member,  ten  minutes  elapsed  from  the  time  of 
his  first  seeing  that  which  arrested  his  attention 
until  he  discovered  that  its  anatomical  whole  was 
no  other  than  the  animal  to  which  reference  has 
been  made.  From  the  opinions  which  have  come 
under  my  notice,  I  rather  lean  to  the  idea  thaL 
unless  pursued  or  apprehensive  of  some  danger, 
hares  are  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  to  the  water, 
although,  as  in  other  matters,  there  is  no  hard 
and  fast  rule  w’ithout  its  exception ;  for  they 
undoubtedly,  in  the  most  voluntary  manner,  do 
occasionally  imitate  known  aquatic  quadrupeds. 
— Yours,  Ac,  11.  W.  Tiiori'e- Wood. 

Middleton-on-the-Wolds,  East  Yorkshire. 


CRAYFISHING  WANTED. 

Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
where  I  would  be  likely  to  get  crayfishing  within 
twenty  miles  of  London,  i  am  a  new  subscriber 
to  your  Gazette,  and  being  an  ardent  rodster, 
feel  sorry  I  have  not  taken  your  paper  sooner,  as 
it  is  excellent  reading.  If  any  back  number  gives 
any  article  or  information  as  to  crayfish,  how, 
when,  and  where  to  get  them,  I  should  be  greatly 
pleased  to  get  it.  By-the-bye,  Sir,  I  notice  in  the 
current  issue  of  the  Gazette,  page  bll,  middle 
column,  your  correspondent  states  that  '2-70  dobs, 
is  the  fare  for  thirty-eight  miles — from  Sherbrook 
to  Antigonish.  Is  this  an  error  or  a  fact?  If  a 
fact,  I  am  afraid  few  anglers  W'ill  be  able  to  enjoy 
the  trip  he  so  graphically  details. — Yours  respect¬ 
fully,  F.  J.  White. 

20,  Studland-street,  Hammersmith,  W. 

[Perhaps  “  Rux  ”  could  answer  this. —  Ed  ] 


IS  THERE  ANY  PISHING  IN  MADEIRA? 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  if  there  is  any  fishing  to  be  had  at 
Madeira?  I  am  about  spending  a  few  weeks 
there  very  shortly,  and  any  information  on  the 
subject  would  be  gra'.efully  received.  —  Yours 
obediently,  'Tiios.  Bowker. 

South  Kensington. 

[We  have  examined  two  recent  books  on 
Madeira,  but  there  is  no  mention  of  fi.shing.  We 
should  certainly  take  rods  and  tackle  for  sea 
fishing. — Ed.  _ 


“  W AT  E  R PRC ( )  F I N  G  L 1 N  E S .” 

Dear  Sir, —  I  find  that  the  cheapest  and 
cleanest  material  for  the  above  jmrpose  is  a  pic  -o 
of  the  ordinary  clarified  composite  c  indie,  ('iit 
off  about  an  inch  of  candle,  bold  it  in  the  hand 
a  minute  oi-  so  and  it  will  soften,  then  draw  the 
line  through  twice,  much  as  a  shoemaker  does 
his  wax  ends. 

'I'he  line  1  use  is  of  the  finest  ])laitcd  silk,  and 
after  being  tiiated  as  here  slated,  will  float 
during  a  wliole  day’s  fishing. 

'The  line,  should  be  dried  every  night  after  being 
used,  and  again  treated  wilh  tfie  “composite.” 

One  candle  costing  .Id.  will  last  six  months, 
and  as  there  is  not  the  faintest  suspicion  of  grease 
to  injure  the  gut,  a  small  lump  can  be  carried  in 
the  bag  so  as  to  be  handy. — Yours  faithfully, 

Castelnau,  Barnes,  S.W.  W.  H.  Elsmore. 
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THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  lialf-yoarly  and  general  meelirg  of  the  members 
of  this  society  took  place  in  the  piscatorial  saloon  at  the 
Holboru  Restaurant  on  Wednesday  evening  last.  Mr. 
R.  S.  Fennings  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  excel¬ 
lent  attendance  of  members.  After  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  half-yearly  meeting,  the  balance 
sheet  was  submitted  and  approved,  the  reserve  fund 
being  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  was  re-cleoted  treasurer, 

Mr.  W.  T.  Oalloway  hon.  seeret.ary,  Mr.  Gray  librarian, 
and  Messrs.  T.  Huggett  and  E.  Foreman  auditors.  The 
following  members  were  elected  on  the  committee  for 
the  ensuing  year  :  Mo'srs.  W.  B.  Adlington,  B.  Bennett, 
R.  C.  Blundell,  C.  C.  Blundell,  R.  E.  Barker,  H.  Brown, 
Ur.  Coates,  Mr.  G.  l)o  Coureey,  T.  Crumplen, 
Eelward  Foreman,  E.  Foreman,  jun  ,  and  Dr.  P.  D. 
Head.  In  the  increased  rate  of  Ihe  annual  sub¬ 
scription  cf  two  guinea.s,  it  was  decided,  on  the 
resolution  of  Dr.  Head,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  B. 
Adlington,  the  former  annual  subscription  of  one  guinea 
should  continue  to  county  members  residing  without 
the  radius  of  twenty  miles  from  the  society’s  rooms. 
The  question  of  electing  a  president  of  the  society  came 
under  consideration,  and  the  rule  of  the  society  com¬ 
plying  with  such  a  step.  Mr.  Thomas  Ransom  Sachs  was 
most  unanimously  elected  to  that  position,  and,  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  dhomas  Huggett,  his  health  was  most 
heartily  drank,  a  similar  compliment  being  paid  to  Mr. 
R.  S.  Fennings  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker.  Mr.  H.  L.  W. 
Godwin  incidentally  mentioned  he  had  fished  in  the 
Serpentine  with  Mr.  Sacha  just  fifty  years  ago.  A 
smoking  concert  was  arranged  for  Wednesday,  Feb.  8, 
and  the  annual  banquet  for  the  3rd  of  March,  at  the 
latter  of  which  Mr.  Norman  T.  Harrison  will  preside, 
and  Dr.  Stantin  in  the  vice-chair.  The  society’s  waters 
were  highly  spoken  of,  and  it  is  intended  to  rent  another 
stretch  as  soon  aa  possible.  A  largo  number  of  sub¬ 
scriptions  were  handed  in,  and  the  society  proved  to  be 
in  a  most  flourishing  condition. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  above-named  society 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Cardiff, 
when  a  large  number  of  members  were  present.  The 
repast  was  an  excellent  one  in  every  respect.  Owing  to 
prior  engagements,  Mr.  Henry  Lewis  (the  president). 
Dr.  Taylor,  and  Dr.  C.  T.  Vachcll  (the  vice-presidents) 
were  unable  to  attend.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
R.  .T.  Watkins,  and  among  those  present  were  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Cundall  (Bristol),  W.  H.  Burrows,  F.  Leal,  J. 
Manders,  G.  Dawkins,  A.  Price,  H.  Marks,  B.  Morris, 
J.  T.  Vaughan,  J.  E.  Bacon,  J.  H.  Hornsby,  W.  Dickens, 
Capt.  Hyde,  Capt.  Murrell,  Messrs.  E.  T.  Roberts,  F.  G. 
Roberts,  T.  Moore,  R.  Worthy  Blake,  P.  Fletcher, 
G.  Griffott,  Sullivan,  J.  Johnson,  W.  H.  Evans,  D.  W. 
Jenkin.s,  C.  W.  Jenkins,  C.  G.  Eastern,  Councillor  J.  M. 
Gerhold,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Harris. 

The  usual  loyal  toasts  were  given  from  the  chair. 

Mr.  F.  Leal,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  ‘‘The  Mayor 
and  Council  of  the  County  of  Cardiff,”  referred  to  the 
handsome  manner  in  which  the  society  had  been  treated 
by  the  Corporation  in  the  matter  of  fishing  privileges. 
Speaking  of  the  Taff,  the  proposer  said  nature  had  made 
it  an  ideal  river  for  trout  and  salmon,  but,  owing  to  the 
growth  of  population  and  the  increase  of  manufactories, 
it  had  become  a  source  of  danger  to  the  people  resident 
near  its  banks,  it  being  a  public  sewer  to  a  large  extent 
for  the  districts  on  the  hills.  The  speaker  thought  the 
Council  might  encourage  the  introduction  of  fish  into  it.s 
reservoirs,  as  it  was  known  that  this  was  an  excellent 
means  of  destroying  animaloulas  in  the  water  and  render¬ 
ing  it  pure.  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of 
Mr.  R.  Worthy  Blake.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  R.  W.  Blake,  in  responding,  said  steps  ought  to 
be  immediately  taken  to  stop  the  pollution  of  the  Taff, 
the  Rumney,  and  the  Ely.  If  the  waters  of  the  rivers 
were  connected  above  the  town  drains,  they  would  flush 
them,  and  render  the  sewers  free  from  impurity,  at  the 
same  time,  causing  the  fishing  -waters  near  the  town  to 
be  of  such  a  character  as  fish  could  live  and  thrive  in. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  H.  Buerow,s  gave  the  toast  of  “  The  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Vice-Presidents,”  and,  in  doing  so,  referred 
with  pleasure  to  an  assurance  given  the  society  at  a 
former  gathering  by  Mr.  Henry  Lewis,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  by  the  County  Council  to  deal  with 
river  pollution  was  pushing  forward  its  work,  and  doing 
all  it  could  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  things  in 
our  local  rivers.  The  same  gentleman  had  a  kind 
remark  to  make  with  reference  to  the  society’s  dealings 
in  connection  with  reservoirs.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ccndall  proposed  “  TheCardifP  Piscatorial 
Society,”  and  stated  that  the  Provincial  Society  wel¬ 
comed  the  secretary  of  the  Cardiff  Society,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Harris,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  for  he  had  often 
spoken  words  of  counsel  and  advice  which  had  proved  of 
infinite  value.  The  welfare  of  the  society  much  depended 
on  the  ability  of  its  secretary,  and  no  trouble  had  been 
too  much  for  him  if  he  could  advance  the  members’ 
interests.  What  they  wanted  were  ijure  streams,  plenty 
of  fish,  and  easy  access  to  the  streams.  The  Cardiff 
Society  fulfilled  this  part  of  its  programme  most 
admirably.  It  took  an  active  interest  in  stopping  the 
pollution  of  rivers.  There  -was  not  a  more  deadly 
enemy  to  the  fisherman  than  the  manufactories  and 
other  things  by  which  rivers  were  polluted  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  great  centres  of  population.  An 
angling  society  that  had  at  heart  the  object  of  prevent¬ 
ing  pollution  was  rendering  a  great  service  to  populated 
districts,  for  river  contamination  was  a  great  source  of 


ill-health  and  epidemic.  He  coupled  with  the  toast 
the  name  of  their  present  chairman,  Mr.  Watkins. 
(Applause  ) 

The  Chairman,  in  response,  said  ho  hoped  the 
Society  would  extend  its  influence  throughout  South 
Wales.  Ho  hoped  all  local  conservators,  and  public 
bodies  that  exercised  the  functions  of  conservator.s,  like 
Corporations  and  County  Councils,  would  proceed  to 
erect  fish  hatcheries,  the  fish  from  which  should  not  be 
charged  for,  but  distributed  throughout  the  rivers  of 
South  Wales.  When  the  society  approached  the  Cardiff 
Corporation  in  reference  to  the  Llanishen  Reservoir, 
their  aim  was  to  remove  the  large  fish  therefrom  to  the 
new  reservoir,  and  stock  the  Llanishen  one  with  the 
fry,  for  it  was  well  known  that  fry  would  not  thrive  in 
waters  already  stocked  with  full-grown  fish.  The 
society  thought  the  Corporation  ought  to  give  such  an 
object  their  patronage,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  public 
bodies  to  encourage  interesting  and  harmless  sport.  In 
conclusion,  the  chairman  referred  to  the  valuable 
services  ably  rendered  to  the  society  by  Mr.  Harris, 
the  honorary  secretary,  and  in  the  name  of  the  society 
presented  him  with  a  handsome  gold  watch,  bearing  the 
following  inscription:  “Presented  to  Mr.  W.  F.  Harris 
by  the  members  of  the  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society,  in 
cordial  recognition  of  his  many  useful  services  as 
honorary  secretary.  November,  1892.” — Mr.  Harris’s 
health  was  then  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  Harris,  in  suitable  terms,  acknowledged  the 
testimonial  and  the  toast  of  his  health,  and  referred  to 
the  great  zeal  and  energy  with  which  the  executive  had 
worked.  He  thanked  the  society  most  sincerely  for 
their  valuable  mark  of  appreciation  of  his  services. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  H.  Evans  proposed  “  The  Provincial  Angling 
Association  and  kindred  Societies,”  with  which  he 
coupled  the  name  of  Mr.  Cundall,  that  gentleman  ap¬ 
propriately  responding. 

Other  toasts  followed,  Mr.  Gerhold  proposing  “The 
Officers  and  Committee,”  to  which  Mr.  Burrows  re¬ 
sponded. 

During  the  evening  vocal  and  instrumental  selections 
were  given  by  Messrs.  W.  F.  Harris,  SuUivan,  R.  W. 
Blake,  Hornsby,  E.  F.  Roberts,  F.  G.  Roberts,  C.  G. 
Easton,  and  W.  A.  Richards.  Mr.  Leal  gave  a  fine 
recitation. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS, 


In  anticipation  of  seeing  a  weigh-in  of  fish  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  silver  cup  competition,  a  large  number 
of  anglers  assembled  in  the  club-room  of  the  Imperial 
Hotel  on  Sunday  night.  The  evening  passed,  however, 
without  the  appearance  of  a  single  fish,  a  state  of  affairs 
no  doubt  due  to  the  Arctic  condition  of  the  Thames  and 
Lea,  the  two  rivers  set  apart  for  the  competition. 
Owing  to  the  thaw  the  water.s  mentioned  were  getting 
into  fishing  order  again  at  the  time  of  writing,  and 
though  anglers  may  have  a  “thick”  time  of  it  to¬ 
morrow,  1  should  think  a  few  jilumping  roach  and  chub 
ought  to  be  had.  In  selecting  swims  just  now  anglers 
should  follow  up  the  boughs,  as  there  is  no  doubt,  as  far 
as  the  Thames  is  concerned — and  the  same  remark  may 
apply  to  the  Lea — that  the  fish  will  seek  shelter  there 
this  cold  weather.  With  regard  to  baits,  many  anglers 
will  rely  on  gentles  when  after  the  roach,  but  I  should 
strongly  advise  them  to  use  the  bait  which  fie  puutsmen 
do  such  execution  with — the  soaked  crust  of  broad.  If 
trouble  is  taken  with  this  bait  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  banker  should  not  be  as  successful  as  the  punt 
angler,  and  if  ho  only  can  get  into  a  nice  deep  swim, 
sheltered  by  a  “bough,”  he  ought  to  laud  at  the 
Imperial  with  some  roach  worthy  of  the  scales.  Mr. 
Smith,  the  seci-etary  of  the  committee,  will  weigh  them 
in  by  the  bushel  if  he  can  only  get  them,  and  no  doubt 
the  time  is  coming  to  get  the  fish,  which  must  be  heartily 
tired  of  iced  -water  and  pea  soup,  and  feel  very  much  the 
want  of  gentles,  paste,  soaked  bread,  bullocks’ pith,  and 
worms.  So  don’t  forget  to  have  an  eye  to  the  bush 
swims,  and  you  will  delight  Mr.  Smith,  and  prevent  him 
from  going  to  Tower  Hill. 


A  MEETING,  which  Ought  to  be  a  very  interesting  one, 
is  announced  for  Wednesday,  the  2.5th  inst.  at  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  Club,  the  Royal  George,  Rotherhithe 
New-road,  when  Mr.  J.  P.  Weeldon  will  recount  some 
of  his  many  angling  experiences.  A  committee  is 
making  arrangements  for  the  evening’s  entertainment, 
which  is  also  to  include  a  grand  .smoker,  and  I  hope  to 
see  many  South  London  anglers  at  the  club  on  the 
evening  in  question.  Whoa  !  I  find  that  vei-y  early  next 
morning  1  have  to  catch  a  train  at  Waterloo,  so  1  must 
just  see  the  lied.  I  shall,  therefore,  commence  my 
“smoker”  at  5. .50  a.m.,  at  which  time  I  am  down  to 
depart  for  Hampshire  with  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials 
to  fish  for  Mr.  Wheeldon — I  mean  the  silver  cup  he  has 
presented  them  with  for  eompetition.  There  may  be 
many  people  caught  napping  that  morning,  but  I  hope 
the  N. A. P.'s  will  not  bo  found  sleeping  on  such  an 
interesting  occasion.  _ _ 

The  Gam  has  been  open  during  the  severe  weather, 
and  some  nice  dace  have  been  had.  A  Mr.  Burkett  has, 
I  hear,  recently  taken  one  ll.joz. 


The  “society  with  the  long  name,”  met  as  usual  on 
Friday  night  at  the  Citizen,  Houndsditch,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tibbatta  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance, 
and  I  am  informed  that  a  long  discussion  arose  in  respect 
to  the  copyright  of  the  members’  papers'.  The  other 
business  was  postponed  until  the  society’s  next  meeting. 


In  the  meantime,  Mr.  E.  S.  Slirubsolo  will,  on  Tuesday 
next,  road  a  paper  at  the  Battersea  Friendly  Anglers’ 
Club,  entitled,  “An  Angling  Tour  through  the  United 
Kingdom.”  Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen  will  bo  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  evening,  and  will,  I  understand,  be  supported 
by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons. 


The  proposed  now  bye-laws  still  continue  to  bo  the 
all-absorbing  topic  in  the  club-room.  Many  meetings 
have  been  hold,  and  others  are  being  arranged  for  to 
discuss  the  (piestion,  and  it  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that 
considerable  alterations  will  bo  introduced  into  the 
dralt  before  it  becomes  law.  In  respect  to  the  netting 
vvhicli  it  is  pi-oposcd  to  allow  up  the  Thamc.s  without  a 
licence,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  wrote  to  the  Conservancy 
Board,  and  has  received  the  following  reply  :  “  Dear 
Sir,  1  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  Ith  inst.,  -with  respect  to  the  proposed  new  fishery 
bye-laws.  It  certainly  a,)pears  from  the  draft  that 
persons  claiming  private  fisheries  in  the  river  could 
carry  out  netting  iu  the  upper  river  without  obtaining 
any  licence  from  the  conservators  to  do  so,  but  1  am 
unable  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
conservators  on  this  point.  I  will  bring  your  letter 
before  the  conservatois  at  their  next  meeting  on  the 
0th  inst.,  but  I  may  mention  that  the  conservators  have 
sent  a  copy  of  the  draft  to  all  the  fishery  associations 
with  whom  they  were  in  communication  last  year,  and 
before  they  arrive  at  any  further  decision  on  the  subject 
they  must  necessarily  await  the  receipt  of  the  views  of 
those  associations.  I  will  write  to  you  further  on  the 
subject  in  due  course.  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 
James  H.  Gough.”  _ 


There  can  but  be  one  opinion  in  angling  circles  in 
connection  with  the  matter  of  netting,  and  that  is,  that 
under  no  condition  should  the  persons  claiming  “  private 
fisheries,”  be  permitted  to  drag  the  river  -without  a 
licence.  What  have  the  up-river  Preservation  Societies  to 
say  to  this  t  and  what  have  the  London  clubs  to  say  who 
send  their  guinea.s  and  half-guineas  to  those  societies  f 
It  scorns  to  mo  to  bo  a  monstrous  thing  that  wo  are  to 
re-stock  the  Thames  with  fish  and  quietly  submit  to 
their  being  scooped  out  wholesale  with  nets.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  conservators  have  done  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Wade’s  letter,  but  I  would  strongly  urge  the  club 
anglers  to  consider  this  matter  very  carefully.  Let  us 
go  any  Sunday,  or,  for  the  matter  of  that,  any  week-day, 
up  the  Thames  and  we  shall  find  many  club  anglers 
dotted  here  and  there.  If  netting  like  this  is  permitted 
without  some  check,  why,  the  long  journey  will  prove 
fruitless,  and  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river  will  bo 
ruined  from  an  angling  point  of  view.  It  will  be  hard 
to  spend  four  or  five  shillings  one  day,  and  upon  arriving 
at  some  favourite  reach  find  that  “my  lord’s”  nets 
have  gone  over  the  ground.  Therefore  I  say  agitato  ! 
agitate !  agitate  !  It  will  be  a  disgraceful  piece  of 
business  indeed  it  these  persons  are  permitted  to  net 
our  “national  river”  without  a  licence.  It  is  bad 
enough  that  they  should  have  the  power  to  net  it  at  all. 


What  I  should  like  to  know,  you  know  : — 

Why  there  cannot  be  one  big  united  body  of  London 
anglers? 

iVhy  the  London  anglers  don’t  speak  up  for  sea 
fishing  privilege  tickets? 


0,  the  gallant  Usher's  life, 
it  i.s  tho  best  of  any ! 

’T  is  full  of  pleasure,  void  of  strife. 
And 't  is  beloved  by  many  : 

Otbe.r  joys 
Arc.  but  toys,  etc. 


J  UST  now,  1  fancy,  these  beautiful  lines  could  scarcely 
be  associated  with  the  London  anglers.  At  tho  present 
moment  the.y  are  in  a  state  of  “  pye,”  as  the  compositors 
have  it.  Whether  their  lives  will  bo  full  of  pleasure 
if  the  conservators  have  their  own  way  remains  to  be 
seen,  and,  of  course,  as  everyone  knows,  there  is  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  friction  and  petty  argument  prevail¬ 
ing  amonget  the  fishermen  over  tho  sizes  of  fish.  Some 
demand  this  sized  fish,  others  want  that,  and  so  on. 
Such  are  their  joys,  and  I  am  very  much  afraid  the 
conservators,  in  the  midst  of  tho  “pye,”  are  treating 
them  as  so  many  toys.  Verily,  the  angler  was  never 
passing  through  such  acrimonious  and  momentous  times. 


The  hard  weather  has  driven  large  numbers  of  sea¬ 
gulls  inland,  and  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Thame.s  the 
birds  have  congregated  pretty  thickly.  One  flock  I  saw 
between  Blackfriars  and  Westminster  Bridges  must  have 
numbered  close  on  1.50.  Many  gulls  have  been  seen  up 
Richmond  way,  and  their  presence  must  have  reminded 
anglers  of  days  spent  on  the  briny,  after  the  whiting  and 
and  codling,  and  the  dabs  and  flounders.  By  the  way, 
there  seems  to  be  a  growing  feeling  that  London  ought 
to  boast  of  a  Sea  Fishers’  Club,  and  numerous  suggestions 
have  been  made.  It  will,  however,  not  be  wise  to  form 
such  a  society  until  a  reduced  faie  can  be  obtained  to 
the  principal  sea-fishing  resorts,  then  I  think  such  a  club 
would  be  a  great  success.  At  the  present  time  tho 
ordinary  angler  cannot  afford  to  pay  so  dearly  for  an 
outing  on  the  sea,  but  I  am  sure  that  if  the  railway 
companies  would  only  grant  the  privilege  fare  they  would 
be  benefiting  themselves  as  well  as  the  angling  com¬ 
munity.  _ 

The  latest  from  the  Thames  ;  I  have  just  seen  about 
151b.  of  nice  roach,  which  were  caught  on  Thursday,  in 
the  Wraysbury  district.  The  river  was  then  in  go^d 
colour  for  roaching,  and  very  little  ice  was  about. 

Goosequill. 
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l^epotts  from  Clubs 


Jl'e  heq  to  reques’  Secretaries  to  pcs*  their  Reports 
■nut  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor, 
Fishino  Gazkttk,  St.  Danslan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
Lottdon,”  and  marked  Oluh  Kepobt  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  far  sj'ecial  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkeawell- 
road,  F.C. — Important.  A  special  delegate  meeting  will 
take  placeon  Monday  evening,  Jan.  16,  at8.1!U,to  consider 
the  proposed  new  Thames  fishery  bye-laws,  when  it  is 
earnestly  requested  that  every  society  enrolled  on  the 
Anglers’  Association  will  send  two  representatives  to 
take  part  in  the  discussion.  Since  my  last  report  I  beg 
to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  17s.  from  the 
Mildmay  Angling  Society  for  tickets  of  the  late  Bye 
House  competitors  ;  1‘Js.  from  the  donation  box  of  H.  J. 
Tibbatts,  The  Citizen,  76,  Houndsditch  ;  and  5s.  dona¬ 
tion  from  F.  C.  Clements,  Gresham  Angling  Society. — 
B.  Ghukney,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.  —  On  the  8th  inst. 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  but  returned  as  they 
went,  owing  to  the  frosty  weather.  On  the  Ist  inst.  only 
Mr.  Merry  was  out,  who  weighed  in  a  very  fine  show  of 
roach.  The  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  District 
Visiting  List  takes  place  at  the  above  house  on  Monday, 
Jan.  16,  and  I  hope  to  have  a  good  bumper.  Brother 
anglers  are  most  cordially  invited,  and  will  receive  a 
hearty  welcome.  E.  B.  Emcleton,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Eoyal  George, 
Eotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — On  the  8th  inst.,  the 
members  of  the  above  Society  were  supposed  to  fish  in  the 
Thames  for  four  prizes,  but  owing  to  the  "  frost,  &c.,”  no 
fish  were  recorded,  so  that  they  re  main  open  for  the  ISth, 
to  fish  where  they  please,  and  I  hope  to  see  some  grand 
shows  of  fish  in  the  club  room.  Members  are  reminded 
to  study  the  prize  li.st,  as  there  are  several  special 
prizes  for  specimen  fish  that  want  taking. — A.  G. 
Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly,  Queen's  Hotel,  Queen’s-road, 
Lavender  Hill. — On  Tuesday  the  committee  made  final 
arrangements  in  connection  with  the  annual  riiinion  of 
the  B.F.A.S.,  when,  under  the  ausiiices  of  the  Society 
for  I’romoting  the  Beading  of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs, 
Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  will  deliver  his  lecture,  entitled 
“  An  Angling  Tour  through  the  United  Kingdom.”  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen  will  preside.  Subsequently,  a  first-class 
smoking  concert  will  take  place,  and  a  number  of 
talented  artistes  are  engaged.  Beading  commences  at 
8  p.m.,  nearest  railway  stations,  Battersea  Park-road, 
Queen’s-road,  Wandsworth-road,  and  Clapham  Junc¬ 
tion.  Trams  from  London  Bridge  and  Westminster 
busses  from  Gracechurch-street  to  corner  of  Queen’s- 
road  close  to  hotel.  As  a  capital  entertainment  is 
assured,  all  anglers  are  cordially  invited.  On  Tuesday 
Mr.  Morris  saved  a  blank  with  roach.  Mr.  B.  Smith 
was  elected  an  honorary  member,  and  gave  a  handsome 
prize  to  be  fished  for  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee. 
— G.  Mumfobd,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Fiscatorials,  Lord  Binelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  the  ‘Jth  inst.  we  received  a 
visit  from  the  clubs  on  the  South  London  Visiting  List, 
which  turned  out  a  success,  eleven  clubs  being  repre¬ 
sented.  It  gave  us  great  pleasure  to  see  how  well  the 
local  clubs  attended,  the  Amicable,  Excelsior,  Battersea 
Friendly,  and  Clapham  Junction  attending  in  full  force. 
We  had  some  excellent  singing,  the  following  gentlemen 
assisted :  Mr.  J.  Bennett  (loudly  encored),  Messrs. 
Wellman,  Dinan,  Ansell,  Hadaway,  Wells,  Painter, 
Barber,  &c.,  rendered  some  good  songs.  At  our  last 
meeting,  on  11th  inst.,  we  had  a  poor  muster,  but  some 
very  interesting  and  amusing  disoussionss  took  place. 
Members  please  attend  next  Wednesday  for  important 
business. — A.  Teowbbidge,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this 
society  was  held  on  Wednesday,  when  it  was  proposed 
that  we  have  another  match  on  Jan.  29.  Some  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  8th,  but,  on  account  of  the 
weather,  most  returned  with  a  blank  ;  Mr.  Foster,  roach 
and  dace. — J.  Foster,  sec. 

City  Fiscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street.  E.C. — Mr.  Alfred  Sowerbutts 
presided  here  on  Monday  last,  but  business  was  almost 
nil.  The  wholesale  havoc  among  the  angling  fraternity 
caused  by  the  pleasantries  organised  and  indulged  in  by 
Jack  Frost  was  the  principal  topic.  Mr.  F.  E.  Gold 
(rod  and  tackle  manufacture)  was  the  recipient  of  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  presentation  to  the  society 
of  an  engraving  “  The  Enthusiast.”  An  early  copy  of 
Mr.  F.  E.  Longley’s  “  Vade  Mecum”  (price  one  penny) 
was  submitted  to  the  meeting,  and  was  received  with 
favourable  commendation,  especially  the  useful  map  of 
the  Thames  it  contains.  On  Monday,  Jan.  30,  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  (Old  Izaak  of  the  People)  will  read  his  paper 
— “  Fish  Life  on  the  Planet  Mars.”  Dr.  Spurgin  (presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Athenienm)  has  kindly  consented  to  preside 
on  that  occasion,  and  Mr.  James  Husk  will  bo  the 
pianist. — John  Smith,  hon.  see. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanle.v-road,  Clapham  J  unction,  S.W. — On 
Monday  last  we  held  a  committee  meeting  to  arrange  a 
match  to  take  place  on  Jan.  29,  weather  permitting, 
locale  to  be  settled  next  meeting  night.  After  business 
we  journeyed  round  to  the  Battersea  United  United 
PiBcatorials,  where  we  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 
The  secretary  of  this  club  has  no  Connection  with  the 


man  of  the  same  name  charged  at  the  South-Western 
Police-court  on  Monday  last  with  stealing. — G.  Jame¬ 
son,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District.  —  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  North 
Lonilon  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Brewery  Tap 
House,  Holloway-road,  near  Highbury  Station,  on  Mod- 
day,  Jan.  23,  not  on  the  16th,  as  previously  announced. 
F.  (Jastell,  hon.  sec. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  31,  Clerkenwell-green. — 
Several  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  5.  Arrange¬ 
ments  to  bo  made  on  Wednesday  evening  next.  I  wish 
to  remind  the  members  that  it  is  also  quarterly  night 
and  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — E.  Eogebs,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  8th  inst.  several 
members  took  advantage  of  the  change,  and  tried  their 
luck,  but  Mr.  Slade  was  the  only  one  who  weighed  in. 
On  Tuesday,  the  10th,  our  quarterly  general  meeting 
took  place,  when  the  auditors,  Messrs.  Meek,  .1. 
Edwards,  and  W.  Eichardson  gave  their  report  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  balance-sheet,  which  was  accepted,  and  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  accorded  to  the  auditors,  also  the 
secretary,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  kept  his  books. 
Members  please  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  we  have 
some  pi-izes  for  competition. — S.  Malley. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Totten¬ 
ham. — The  continued  frost  has  prevented  our  members 
pursuing  their  favourite  pastime  until  the  last  few  days, 
when  enthusiastic  J.  Dwyer  showed  in  a  nice  tray  of 
perch  last  Wednesday  evening,  the  largest  one  being 
11b.  9oz.  Mr.  Barlow  has  also  had  a  go  for  roach,  with 
a  result  not  worth  recording.  Will  members  kindly  note 
that  a  second  and  third  prize  of  10s.  and  5s.  respectively 
is  now  added  to  the  prize  of  the  two  oil  paintings,  to  be 
fished  for  at  Whittlesford  during  this  month. — T.  F.  B., 
hon.  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— On  Tuesday 
last,  the  members  decided  to  fish  for  prizes  at  Ponder’s 
End  on  Fob.  5,  all  start  by  the  nine  o’clock  train.  Our 
annual  supper  will  take  place  on  Feb.  14,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tibbatts  will  preside,  our  vice-chairman  will  be  chosen 
later  on,  when  1  hope  to  see  all  members  there. — E. 
Murphy . 

Hoxton  Brothers’  Angling  Society. — No  fish 
weighed  in  on  the  8th  inst.  The  members  will  fish  for 
special  prizes  on  Jan.  22  in  the  Eiver  Stort  from 
Burnt  Mill  Lock  to  Harlow  Bridge.  The  smoking 
concerts  on  Friday  evenings  have  proved  a  great 
success,  being  well  patronised  on  each  occasion  ;  chair 
taken  at  8.30. — E.  Ghubney,  sec. 

Izaak  'Walton  Angling  Society. — As  previously 
announced,  the  members  will  compete  for  four  special 
prizes  on  the  15th  inst.,  at  Shiplake  ;  they  also  will  fish 
for  three  specials  at  the  same  place,  on  Wednesday  next, 
the  18th  inst. — H.  B. 

Junior  Fly  Fishers’,  70,  Hounsditch,  E.C. — On 
Thursday  the  Junior  Fly  Fishers  met  in  full  numbers  to 
consider  the  proposed  new  bye-laws  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  and  it  was  decided  to  forward  the  follow¬ 
ing  protest  to  the  Thames  Conservators  :  “  That  this 
meeting  regrets  that  the  almost  unanimous  recom¬ 
mendations  of  London  anglers  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  new  Thames  fishery  bye-laws,  have  been 
ignored  by  the  Thames  Conservators  in  the  framing  of 
same,  and  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that 
as  at  present  proposed  the  bye-laws  are  unsatisfactory 
to  the  body  of  anglers,  and  detrimental  to  the  Thames 
fisheries,  inasmuch  as  London  anglers  cannot  be  asked 
for  financial  support  for  re-stocking  the  river,  whilst 
unlimited  powers  are  given  to  riparian  owners  for 
netting.  That  we,  as  a  fly-fishers’  society,  strongly 
object  to  the  inclusion  of  chub  for  use  as  bait,  as  this  is 
one  of  the  few  fish  which  affords  sport  to  the  fly-fishers 
on  the  Thames.”  One  member  was  proposed.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  J.  P.  Conuellan  for 
officiating  as  chairman. — Hon.  Sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 

5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane.  -Our  four¬ 
teenth  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  Wednesday  evening, 
the  25th  inst..  at  the  clubhouse. — E.  Woolf  all. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras 
road,  N.W. — On  Tuesday  week  we  had  a  good  muster,  and 
the  usual  quarterly  business  was  transacted,  Mr.  Keen 
succeeded  in  winning  the  club  prize  for  December  with 
71b.  and  51b.  8oz.  respectively,  all  roach,  largest  fish 
13oz.  None  of  our  members  weighed  in  fish  on  the  8th. 
On  Tuesday  we  voted  that  three  prizes  should  be  angled 
for  on  the  22nd  inst.,  viz.,  a  silver  tankard  and  two 
half  guineas,  given  by  Messrs  Pringle  and  Murch 
and  the  Bostonian  Angling  Society.  AVhere  and  how 
they  shall  be  fished  for  will  be  decided  next  week.  Those 
members  interested  in  the  sweepstake  will  oblige  by 
attending  the  clubhouse  on  Tuesday  next  at  9.30  p.m. — 
H.  W.  Morgan,  hon  asst.  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — We  have  arranged  to  have  an 
outing  on  Feb.  5  at  Marlow  (Temple  Lock  to  Marlow 
Bridge,  towpath  only,  to  be  the  boundaries).  Other 
particulars  will  be  announced  later.  Our  return  visit 
will  take  place  next  Wednesday,  when  I  should  like  to 
see  the  room  filled  ;  and  if  the  members  will  bring  up 
t'.'.eir  songs  with  them,  I  shall  be  much  obliged.  We 
shall  start  at  8,30.— W.  E.  Shaw,  hon.  see. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Neville  Arms,  Neville- 
road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — It  is  earnestly  requested 
that  all  members  should  attend  next  Wednesday 
evening,  18th  inst.,  as  very  important  business  has  to 
be  transacted. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Tuesday  last,  our 
attendance  was  touch  better  than  it  has  been  for  some 


time  past.  Our  delegates  to  the  Anglers’  Association  i 
meeting  on  Monday  next  (re  new  rules  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy).  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  up  next 
Tuesday  to  receive  the  report  of  our  delegates. — 
Pelican. 

South  Loudon  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — Wo  fish  for  two  prizes 
on  Wednesday  next  at'Ashnrst.  Fish  have  been  scarce 
with  us  of  late.  Those  members  who  have  ventured 
out.  returned  with  blanks. — J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  'Visiting  List. 

— A  return  visit  of  the  clubs  on  the  above  list  was  paid 
to  the  Battersea  United  Fiscatorials  on  the  9th  inst., 
when,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  the  attendance  was  fairly 
good,  although  the  number  of  clubs  represented  was 
not  large,  eleven  clubs  responded  to  the  roll  call.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  St.  George’s  Angling  Society, 
held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales,  St.  George’s-road,  Peck- 
ham,  on  Tuesday,  the  31st  inst.,  when  1  hope  to  see 
every  club  on  the  list  present. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

"Walham  Green  and  Chelase  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limestone-street,  S.W. — The  members 
held  their  quarterly  meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  T. 
Allden,  jun.,  was  voted  to  the  chair.  The  delegate  to 
the  Central  Association  gave  in  his  report  of  business 
transacted  at  their  last  meeting,  when  it  was  resolved 
that  the  same  bea  ccepted.  But  at  the  same  time  the 
members  of  this  society  strongly  protest  against  the 
bye-laws  as  amended  by  the  Thames  Conservancy,  they 
being  of  the  opinion  that  they  are  detrimental  to  the 
anglers  at  large.  The  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  quarter  :  Mr.  Morton,  chairman  ;  G. 
Powe,  assist.-secretary ;  A.  Glass,  delegate  to  Central 
Association.— E.  Sutchall,  sec. 

"Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Albany-street,  Begent’s  Park.  -  -  At  a  meeting  of  the 
above  society  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  Thames 
bye-laws  was  considered  to  unduly  favour  such  riparian 
owners  as  might  wish  to  injure  augliug  intere.sts  in  the 
river,  and  even  such  other  riparian  owners  as  should 
wish  to  preserve  and  improve  the  fishing.  We  trust 
the  nefarious  attempt  to  injure  sport  by  relieving 
riparian  owners  from  the  necessity  of  taking  out  licences 
for  netting,  and  decreasing  the  size  of  net  mesh,  may  bo 
defeated,  and  call  on  all  angling  associations  to  agitate 
for  that  purpose.  In  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the 
standard  for  roach  in  the  new  Thames  bye-laws  should 
bo  altered  to  eight  inches  ;  also  that  pike  and  perch 
should  not  bo  taken  after  the  last  day  in  February  till 
Juno  16.  Further,  that  the  standard  of  jack  or  pike 
should  be  raised  to  twenty  inches. — J.  Packman,  sec.  i 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland- road,  Walworth,  S.E. —  ' 

Wednesday,  Jan.  11— The  result  of  the  competition: 

Mr.  E.  Lees  first,  Mr.  W.  H.  Crisp  second.  The  three  | 

lapsed  prizes  from  the  8th  will  be  fished  for  on  the  15th  ( 

inst.  Conditions  :  Open,  public  or  private.  There  are 
two  prizes — JCl  Is.  and  16s.  fid. — to  be  fished  for  on 
Wednesday,  18th.  Conditions  open. — C.  Hibble,  sec. 


Punt  fob  Sale.— Punt  is  22ft.  long,  3ft.  6in.  wide  in 
the  centre,  and  1ft.  3in.  deep,  and  includes  two  paddles, 
two  sliding  backs,  and  will  hold  seven  people  comfort¬ 
ably.  It  is  light  and  very  strong,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  turn  it  over  in  the  water.  Price,  dCf!. — 
Apply  to  Lex,  care  of  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dun-stan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

An  Encounter  ivith  a  Salmon  Poacher.— A 
serious  salmon  poaching  affray  is  alleged  to  have 
occurred  on  Friday  on  the  Annan,  near  Shillahill  i 
Bridge.  Mr.  Carmichael,  gamekeeper  on  the  Duke  of 
Bucclouch’s  Turnmuir  barony,  while  on  Eobert  Hill 
Farm  saw  two  salmon  poachers  on  the  Annan.  Car¬ 
michael,  who  is  also  a  special  constable,  gave  chase  after 
the  poachers.  They  dropped  one  salmon  on  the  way. 
Carmichael,  depositing  his  game  bag  and  gun  beside  the 
fish,  pursued  the  poachers.  Crossing  Shillahill  Bridge 
the  two  men  separated,  and  one  managed  to  conceal  him¬ 
self.  The  other  man  made  off  by  Greenhill  village,  but 
the  keeper  managed  to  run  him  down.  The  poacher  was 
recognised  by  a  keeper  as  one  Eobert  MeVittie,  who 
belongs  to  Lochmaben.  Carmichael  charged  him  with 
salmon  poaching,  whereupon  Me'V^ittie  is  stated  to  have 
assaulted  the  keeper.  Eventually,  the  latter  went  back 
for  his  gun  and  bag  and  to  take  possession  of  the  salmon. 

The  poacher  followed,  and,  on  coming  to  the  place  where 
the  fish  was  lying,  an  encounter  took  place  between  the 
two.  The  keeper,  in  attempting  to  take  the  charge  out 
of  his  gun,  had  the  weapon  wrenched  from  his  hands, 
and  the  stock  broke  off.  A  long  battle  between  the 
keeper  and  the  poacher  followed,  and  both  were  severely 
wounded.  The  keeper’s  left  arm  was  much  bruised  and 
he  received  a  cut  on  the  back  of  the  head  which  stunned 
him  for  some  minutes  and  enabled  the  man  to  escape 
with  his  fish.  The  affair  is  to  be  settled  before  the 
Sheriff. 


Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — For  Coughs. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Goughs  and  Lung  Troubles. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  ^Uable. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  18Z4. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Befuse  Imitations. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Inlluenza 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  Believed  Instantly. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  Hemedy. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Lion,  Net,  and  Mouse, 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Anisehd— Is.  IJd  ,  23  3d. 
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Iprovincial  flotes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  on  Thursday  evening, 
Jan.  5.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  chairman,  in  opening  the 
meeting  congratulated  the  members  upon  their  election 
to  olRce.  It  was  pleasing  to  him  to  see  some  of  the  old 
faces  in  their  old  places,  which  went  to  show  that  the 
old  members  still  retained  the  confidence  of  the  associa¬ 
tion.  He  also  welcomed  the  new  members,  and  hoped 
that  all  would  work  with  the  object  of  benefiting  the 
whole  body  of  members,  and  that  the  best  of  friendship 
should  exist  in  the  present  year  as  in  the  past. 
^Applause.)  The  balance  sheet  for  the  quarter  ending 
Dec.  31  last  was  then  read  by  the  secretary.  The 
expenses  of  the  past  (inarter  had  been  rather  heavy,  but, 
after  all  liabilities  had  been  disbursed,  there  remained 
the  sum  of  .i£26  3s.  2d.  to  be  carried  forward  to  the 
credit  account  of  the  Association.  The  auditors  gave  in 
their  report,  which  was  in  every  way  satisfactory.  The 
balance  sheet  and  report  was  adopted.  It  was  moved 
from  the  chair,  and  seconded  by  the  vice-chair,  “  That  a 
vote  of  condolence  be  given  to  Mr.  Attwood  in  his 
bereavement  through  the  loss  of  his  wife,  and  that  the 
sympathy  of  the  whole  of  the  Association  Ije  extended  to 
him  and  his  family  in  their  great  affliction.”  The  next  item 
on  the  agenda  was  the  annual  Association  dinner,  which 
in  all  probability  be  held  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  22.  The 
committee  ajjpointed  to  carry  out  the  arrangement  were 
Messrs.  Coles,  White,  Dance,  and  Hughes.  It  was  also 
resolved  that  6d.  extra  be  charged  over  the  price  of  the 
dinner,  and  that  the  6d.  extra  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses.  Two  auditors  being  required  to 
audit  the  current  year’s  accounts,  Messrs.  Allen  and 
Holding  were  again  elected  wittout  opposition.  A  visit¬ 
ing  committee  of  five  were  appointed  to  visit  clubs  in  the 
Birmingham  District  making  application  to  join  the  asso¬ 
ciation.  The  gentlemen  elected  were  Messrs.  Hall,  Allen, 
Coles,  Dance,  and  Hughes.  Mr.  White  brought  before 
the  committee  his  scheme  for  the  acquiring  of  a  silver 
challenge  cup,  to  be  fished  for  by  the  members  of  the 
Birmingham  Association.  The  ideas  advocated  by  Mr. 
White  were  laid  before  the  committee  only,  the  discus¬ 
sion  on  the  matter  will  take  place  at  the  next  committee 
meeting. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  two  of  the  Birmingham  clubs 
are  in  a  very  low  financial  position,  and  one  in  par¬ 
ticular,  has.  or  is  about  to,  dissolve.  This  club  is  the 
Convivial,  and  it  is  to  the  loose  way  the  business  of  the 
club  had  been  managed  that  has  caused  its  dissolution. 
The  club  has  been  repeatedly  fined  by  the  association 
for  not  complying  with  the  bye-laws,  and  at  the  present 
time  they  are  in  debt  to  the  association  to  the  extent  of 
15s.  for  fines  for  not  sending  representatives  to  the 
association  meetings.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Bir¬ 
mingham  committee  it  was  decided  to  visit  the  club  on 
their  next  meeting  night  and  report  at  the  next  com¬ 
mittee  meeting.  No  cards  will  be  issued  to  this  society 
until  all  business  matters  are  arranged  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  associiition.  The  other  club  is  the  Duddestone. 
This  club  has  been  trying  to  make  headway,  but  it  has 
been  heavily  handicapped  by  not  having  a  suitable  place 
of  meeting :  but  this,  I  hope,  will  be  overcome  during 
the  present  year,  when  1  hope  they  will  be  able  to  make 
up  for  lost  ground,  and  place  their  club  on  a  sound 
financial  basis. 

The  Plume  Society  has,  for  the  first  time,  been  placed 
in  the  fine  list,  more  through  inadvertence  than  design, 
by  the  worthy  sec.,  Mr.  A.  Keeting,  who  has  omitted 
not  only  to  inform  the  club  delegate  of  the  meetings, 
but  has  also  forgotten  to  pay  the  club’s  subscription  to 
the  Birmingham  Association.  He  has  thus  incurred  a 
fine  of  7s.  fid.  for  both  neglects.  This  matter  was 
brought  before  the  Plume  Society  by  their  president, 
Mr.  Johnson,  when  I  am  informed  Mr.  Keeling  was  in¬ 
structed  to  pay  for  the  neglect  out  of  his  own  pocket. 

The  new  travelling  cards  for  the  Provincial  and 
Birmingham  Associations  will  be  ready  for  issuing  on 
Saturday  evening  next,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  asso¬ 
ciations  and  clubs  will  have  them  to  hand  on  Monday 
next.  There  will  be  separate  cards  for  each  railway, 
and  the  number  of  cards  that  will  pass  through  the  club 
secretary’s  hands  will  be  about  13,200,  and  the  number 
of  adhesive  stamps,  which  represent  one  for  each  qoarter 
of  the  year,  will  be  52,800.  This  will  give  some  estimate 
of  the  great  proportions  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association.  'Jlhe  Birmingham  cards  will  be  distributed 
this  Saturday  evening,  Jan.  14th,  at  the  head-quarters 
at  7.30  till  10,30.  Secretaries  i^lease  note. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  recent  severe  weather  has,  of  late,  practically  put 
an  end  to  angling  in  Derbyshire,  both  for  all  the 
varieties]of  coarse  fish,  and,  to  some  extent,  for’grayling. 
The  Trent  is,  in  places,  frozen  over — in  some  of  its 
stiller  reaches,  that  is  to  say  :  while  in  most  places  there 
is  a  fringe  of  ice  round  the  edge,  and,  at  all  places  where 
not  frozen  over  floating  ice,  coming  down  the  more  rapid 
tributaries,  is  pretty  prevalent.  So  long  as  it  snowed 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  snow-broth  in  the  river,  but 
when  it  ceased  the  hard  frost,  preventing  any  melti  ng, 
kept  the  lying  snow  out  of  the  river.  On  Sunday  night 
we  had  a  pronounced  thaw,  on  Monday  it  was  undecided, 
while  on  Tuesday  morning  there  was  a  slight  frost,  fol¬ 


lowed  by  thaw,  and  in  the  evening  it  was  again  freezing, 
to  be  followed  by  a  glorious  day  ou  Wednesday,  frosty 
in  the  morning,  but  very  mild  during  the  day,  with  snow 
threatening  towards  night.  Matters  are  thus  in  a  very 
uncertain  state,  but  in  any  view,  frost  or  thaw,  the 
angling  outlook  is  the  reverse  of  hopeful,  for  in  the 
former  case  matters  will  be  in  statu  quo  ante,  and,  in  the 
latter,  floating  ice,  floods,  and  snow-broth  are  certain  to 
act  as  barriers  to  good  sport. 

Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  any  of  the  reaches, 
and  those  who  have  been  out  have  met  with  very  scanty 
success.  The  Trent  is  in  good  order,  if  somewhat  low, 
were  it  not  for  the  ice,  &c.,  already  mentioned.  There 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  poaching  going  on  of  late  in  the 
form  of  eel  spearing — especially  in  the  Wellington 
district — in  the  backwaters,  the  depredators  taking 
advantage  of  the  well-known  fact  that  if  a  hole  in  the  ice 
be  made,  eels  (and  other  fish  also)  will  congregate  below 
it.  The  Trent  Board,  though  willing  to  prosecute  the 
offenders,  are  unable  to  do  so,  as  it  has  not  at  present 
the  legal  power  to  do  so,  eel  spearing  being  recognised 
specially  as  a  legitimate  method  of  capturing  these  fish. 
Two  men  were  recently  taken  red-handed  eel  spearing  in 
the  Old  Trent,  near  Eepton,  and  will  be  tried  next  week. 
There  has  been,  up  to  this  point,  no  excessive  mortality 
amongst  the  coarse  fish,  though  a  good  few  have 
perished. 

From  some  of  the  tributaries,  notably  the  Wye  and 
the  Derwent,  fairly  favourable  reports  are  to  hand,  and 
some  good  bags  have  been  made,  especially  in  the  latter, 
in  Matlock  reach.  The  rivers  are  in  excellent  condition, 
quite  summer  level,  and  the  climatic  conditions  are 
eminently  favourable  for  grayling  fishing.  The  Dove 
just  now  is  also  very  low,  almost  as  low,  in  fact,  as  it 
was  towards  the  end  of  August.  I  was  up  in  the 
Rocester  district  on  Monday,  and  the  water  was 
extremely  clear,  and  in  admirable  order.  I  did  not  see 
a  single  trout  or  grayling.  My  object  in  visiting  that 
part  of  the  river  was  partly  to  see  if  any  salmon  had 
reached  so  far  up  the  Dove,  and  if  the  trout  were  spawn¬ 
ing.  Only  one  salmon  has  been  seen  above  Tutbury 
(though  more  than  one  ascended  the  difficult  Tutbury 
Weir  during  the  last  heavy  flood),  and  it  has,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  “  taken  ”  the  polluted  Churnet.  Not  only  were 
no  trout  spawning,  but  there  were  no  signs  of  their 
having  done  so— not  a  single  “  scar  ”  being  visible.  The 
spawning  season  for  trout  is  extremely  late  this  year. 
At  Milton  hatchery  the  manager  and  assistants  have 
been  very  busy  for  a  long  time,  and  spawning  operations 
have  been  very  successful.  The  fine  brook  above  the 
hatchery  has  been  completely  depopulated  by  two 
herons,  which  have,  however,  been  shot— one  of  them  in 
the  act  of  carrying  a  half-pound  trout  away  from  one  of 
the  ponds.  A  fair  number  of  the  trout,  especially  year¬ 
lings,  escape  every  summer  from  the  hatchery  down  the 
brook  to  the  Trent,  much,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  latter.  Two  largish  blind  trout,  which  have 
somehow  (for  they  never  took  food  even  when  placed 
before  their  noses)  managed  to  live  in  the  ponds,  have 
just  been  placed  in  the  brook  below,  but  the  poor  beasts 
have  not  moved,  and  can  be,  though  free,  lifted  out  and 
put  back  into  the  water  with  impunity.  I  also  examined 
to-day  a  three-year-old  (dead)  land-locked  salmon  of 
about  Jib.  It  had  all  the  characteristics  of  a  grown 
Salmo  salar,  save  that  it  retained  to  the  full  the  finger 
marks  of  the  parr. 

The  salmon-spawning  season  on  the  Dove  has  .so  far 
been  very  successful.  There  are  none  too  many  fish, 
it  is  true,  but  the  weather  and  water  have  both  been 
favourable,  and  none  of  the  “redds”  which  I  have 
examined  have  in  any  way  been  disturbed.  All  we  want 
now  is  a  continuation  of  low  water,  for  a  sudden  Dove 
flood  might ,  be  fatal.  I  saw  only  one  diseased  fish — 
apparently  a  large  female  —  over  251b.  which  had 
spawned. 

I  see  by  the  meeting  of  the  Derby  County  Council 
that  the  Burton-on-Trent  authorities  propose  to  spend 
a  sum  of  .£25,000  on  an  additional  culvert  from  their 
sewage  farm  into  the  Trent.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  will  not  be  permitted  without  protest,  as  it  will 
mean  additional  pollution  in  the  river,  and  Burton 
contributes  more  than  its  share  already. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  following  were  appointed 
conservators  for  Derbyshire,  for  the  Trent  Fishery 
District ;  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  Mr.  Ellison,  Mr.  A.  F. 
Hurt,  Major  Holmes,  Lord  Vernon,  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Pares. 
Next  week  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record  some  successful 
angling.  _ 

FROM  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  severe  weather  continues,  and  angling  is  out 
of  the  question.  In  the  early  part  of  the  week  there 
were  indications  of  a  general  break-up  of  the  frost. 
Most  of  the  snow  which  fell  during  the  previous  week 
disappeared  under  the  influence  of  the  thaw,  and  water 
began  to  accumulate  on  the  ice.  On  Tuesday  evening, 
however,  there  was  a  return  of  the  sharp  weather,  and 
7  degs.  of  frost  were  registered.  On  ’VVednesday  the 
barometer  was  steadily  rising,  the  air  was  clear  and 
keen,  and  there  was  every  appearance  of  a  continuance 
of  the  frost.  Skating  has  been  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  past  fortnight  on  nearly  all  the  Fen  rivers. 
Since  despatching  my  notes  last  week,  two  or  three 
accidents  have  been  reported  on  the  Forty-foot,  and  one 
of  them,  unfortunately,  was  attended  with  fatal  results. 
A  youth  from  Gosberton  skated  on  the  river  to  Boston, 
and,  while  returning,  fell  through  a  weak  place  in  the 
ice  near  to  Wyberton  Chain  Bridge.  He  instantly  dis¬ 
appeared  under  the  surface  and  was  drowned.  A  boy, 
walking  along  the  bank,  witnessed  the  occurrence,  but 
was  unable  to  render  any  assistance.  A  gallant  rescue 


is  reported  to  have  been  effected  by  a  child  near  to 
Donington  Bridge.  In  this  case  a  little  girl,  six  years 
of  age,  while  sliding  on  the  river,  fell  into  an  ice  hole. 
Happily,  she  rose  again  in  the  same  place,  and 
clutching  the  edge  of  the  ice,  held  there  until 
her  little  brother — a  lad  of  eight — went  to  her 
assistance.  _  Getting  a  firm  grip,  the  boy  held  her 
from  sinking,  until  some  gentlemen,  who  were 
skating  on  the  river,  came  up  and  took  her  out  of  the 
water.  During  my  peregrinations  this  week,  I  met  with 
an  enthusiastic  feu  fisherman  (Mr.  Marsh),  and  our  con¬ 
versation  was  quickly  concentrated  on  the  “gentle  art.” 
Prior  to  the  frost,  he  stated,  he  had  some  very  good 
sport  amongst  the  pike  on  the  Forty-foot,  taking  ten  one 
week,  weighing  over  501b.,  and  eight  another,  of  close 
upon  401b.  A  friend  of  his,  whose  captures  I  have  not 
previously  recorded,  I  ascertained,  had  so  far  this 
season,  caught  thirty  fish,  weighing  considerably  over 
1001b.  Another  Lincolnshire  angler,  who  has  been 
spending  a  holiday  in  the  south,  has,  I  hear,  been  getting 
some  capital  sport  from  a  private  lake  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Godaiming.  Amongst  other  fish,  he  captured 
one  pike  weighing  over  Ifilb, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Bolton  District  Angling 
Association  is  to  hand.  The  business  transacted  is  of 
a  very  extensive  character,  and,  from  the  fact  that  no 
less  than  twenty-nine  meetings  of  the  committee  of 
management  were  held,  some  idea  can  be  formed  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  business  to  be  transacted.  The  asso¬ 
ciation  possesses  no  less  than  eight  different  waters, 
and  in  the  stocking  of  the  same  the  following  fish  have 
been  introduced  (viz.)  :  1200  yearling  trout,  to  which 
must  be  added  5000  young  fish  now  in  the  rearing  ponds 
The  hatching  house  at  present  contains  about  20,000  ova 
on  the  grills.  In  addition  to  the  trout,  large  quantities 
of  coarse  fish  have  been  netted  from  other  waters  and 
safely  transferred,  at  a  cost  for  netting  of  some  £12. 
There  are  no  less  than  seven  different  departmental 
balance-sheets,  in  three  of  which  a  deficit  occurs,  but  in 
the  other  four  there  appears  a  substantial  and  gratifying 
surplus.  Summarised  the  total  receipts  are  £72033. 8jd., 
and  payments  £714  ISs.  4Jd.,  showung  a  balance  to 
credit  of  £11  5s.  4d.,  bringing  up  the  balance  at  bank 
to  £44  17s.  3d. 

One  or  two  items  are  especially  interesting ;  U nder  the 
angling  privileges  account  we  find  that  about  £80  has 
been  spent,  and  in  railway  excursions  about  £470. 
Some  twenty-four  district  prizes  were  offered  for  compe¬ 
tition,  of  which  75  per  cent,  were  won  in  Lancashire 
waters,  three  in  their  own  private  waters  ;  whilst  all  the 
prizes  offered  for  gudgeon  were  secured  in  the  Worsley 
Canal,  as  follows  :  first,  2oz.  2gr3. ;  second,  Ijoz.  Slwts. ; 
third,  l|oz.  Idwt.  A  graceful  tribute  is  paid  in  the 
report  to  the  board  of  this  canal,  and  no  doubt  in  the 
coming  season  Bolton  will  more  liberally  support  this 
fishery.  A  rather  novel  announcement  under  the  close, 
season  notice  reads  as  follows;  “Coarse  fish  March 
15  to  Saturday  previous  to  Whit  Monday.”  That  Bolton 
owes  its  present  position  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  its 
secretary  is  an  admitted  fact,  and  let  us  hope  the  day  is 
far  distant  when  Mr.  T.  \V.  Eedford  will  cease  to 
occupy  his  present  position,  for  Bolton  without  him 
would  be  like  the  play  of  Hamlet  without  the  Prince. 
There  are  other  towns  in  Lancashire  having  associations 
who  would  do  well  in  going  to  school  at  Bolton,  and 
thereby  learn  how  to  conduct  their  business  for  'the 
benefit  of  their  members.  It  will  be  gratifying  to  the 
well-wishers  of  the  scheme  to  federate  the  anglers  of 
Manchester,  Salford,  and  district  in  one  organisation,  to 
learn  that  the  Eev.  C.  P.  Roberts  has  kindly  consented 
to  preside  over  the  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  Zoo¬ 
logical  Gardens,  Manchester,  on  Jan.  21.  The  meeting 
promises  to  be  a  success,  and,  with  all  classes  of  anglers 
attending,  the  highest  hopes  are  entertained  of  a  satis¬ 
factory  scheme  being  adopted  at  the  meeting  in  ques¬ 
tion. 

The  recent  festive  season  has  a  lot  to  answer  for  in 
the  doings  of  our  local  anglers,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that 
in  the  enforced  inactivity  which  at  present  prevails, 
other  methods  of  enjoyment  are  adopted.  Socials  and 
dinners  are  of  course  prominent,  and  at  one  of  the  latter, 
held  near  Ardwick,  the  fun  was  glorious.  One  noted 
angler  evidently  fought  his  battles  o’er  again  with  a 
vengeance,  even  his  dreams,  but  why  an  angler  should 
add  dreaming  to  his  other  failings  is  a  mystery.  At  any 
rate,  after  seeking  his  virtuous  couch,  he  engaged  in 
deadly  combat  with  a  monster  eel,  and  made  frantic 
efforts  to  land  the  same,  but  why  should  the  partner  of 
his  joys  and  sorrows  be  mistaken  for  an  eel  is  somewhat 
puzzling.  Some  hard-hearted  ones  say  she  was  all  but 
landed  on  the  floor.  The  friends  of  the  jovial  landlord 
of  the  Buckland  Club  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the 
operation  and  nursing  to  which  he  has  recently  sub¬ 
mitted  have  been  beneficial,  and  that  a  speedy  return  to 
health  is  now  only  a  matter  of  time. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  Salford  club,  Hampton 
Court  Angling  Society,  was  held  on  the  2nd  inst.  The 
first  roll  consists  of  sixteen  members,  to  which  five  more 
will  be  added  next  meeting  night.  The  following  is  the 
list  of  first  officers  who  will  also  form  the  committee  of 
management ;  President,  Mr.  AV.  Maxwell ;  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  C.  Bowker ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Hampton; 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  Buckley. 

Nothing  can  be  added  to  the  reports  of  the  last  few 
weeks  as  to  active  operations.  The  only  basket  of  fish 
at  all  worth  recording  was  that  of  Messrs.  Allsop  and 
Timpib  twenty  grayling  in  one  day  on  the  Derwent. 
The  Townshend’s  Arms  United  Angling  Society  has 
noted  its  members  to  the  effect  that  the  anniversary  is 
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ostponed  indefinitely,  so  that  the  avaUable  funds  may 
e  utilised  in  endeavouring  to  recover  compensation  for 
the  damage  done  to  their  fishery  by  the  recent  pollution 
of  the  Dane.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and 
will  meet  with  general  approval  by  the  Lancashire 
contingent  of  this  society.  The  usual  meetings  are  to 
be  held  fortnightly  in  1893,  the  first  being  held  on 
Jan.  7.  The  committee  responsible  for  the  arrange¬ 
ments  in  connection  with  the  anglers’  dinner,  to  be  held 
in  Manchester  on  the  21st,  would  be  glad  if  those 
intending  to  be  present  would  apply  for  tickets  imme¬ 
diately  in  order  to  prevent  disappointment.  The  Merry 
Anglers,  Manchester,  have  successfully  concluded  last 
year’s  business;  several  items  have  prevented  this  being 
accomplished  earlier.  The  year  has  been  one  of  pro¬ 
gress,  and  the  members  are  to  be  heartily  congratulated 
on  their  present  position  after  the  trying  ordeal  of  an 
extensive  programme.  At  the  annual  meeting,  held  a 
few  days  ago,  the  date  of  their  annual  dinner  was  fixed 
for  Jan.  25,  and  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected  as  follows : — President,  Mr.  Geo.  Yates  ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  B.  Marshall ;  treasurer,  Mr.  G.  Thompson ; 
secretary,  Mr.  T.  Mass ;  club  representative,  Mr.  Geo, 
Yates,  and  a  committee  of  management  consisting  of 
Messrs.  H.  Perks,  T.  Pierce,  T.  Worrall,  H.  Bancroft, 
and  W.  Thicket.  The  president  takes  two  first  prizes 
out  of  the  numerous  list  offered  during  the  past  year. 
The  watchers  engaged  by  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
Board  were  entertained  at  the  Golden  Lion,  Eccles, 
on  the  7th.  The  success  of  the  dinner  was 
somewhat  interfered  with  by  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
a  few  of  the  expected  ones.  Nevertheless,  a  most 
excellently-prepared  repast  was  done  ample  justice  to, 
the  cooking  of  Mrs.  Fiay  giving  every  satisfaction. 
Owing  to  the  great  distance  many  of  the  guests  had  to 
go,  the  proceedings  terminated  somewhat  early.  The 
singing  of  Mr.  B.  J.  Pickering  largely  contributed  to 
the  musical  part  of  the  evening.  The  amount  of  mature 
fish  destroyed  during  the  present  frost  is  a  most  unfor¬ 
tunate  item,  but,  of  course,  the  necessity  of  the'canal  being 
kept  open  for  navigation  is  paramount,  and  the  interests 
of  anglers  must  naturally  be  a  second  thought.  There  is 
this  consolation,  that  when  we  see  roach  of  upwards  of 
a  pound,  and  bream  turning  the  scale  at  21b.,  we  know 
of  a  certainty  that  large  fish  are  still  to  be  found  in 
hese  waters. 

The  Brookfield  Angling  Society  has  just  secured  about 
six  miles  of  the  Peak  Forest  Canal,  between  Marple  and 
Bnxton  Road  Wharf  at  Macclesfield.  It  is  proposed  to 
stock  the  water  with  coarse  fish,  and  strictly  to  observe 
the  close  season.  The  charge  of  Is.  and  2s.  per  season 
and  4d.  per  day  is  a  low  price  unless  the  support  ac¬ 
corded  be  very  generous  in  numbers.  Canal  preserva¬ 
tion  appears  to  be  quite  the  correct  thing  about  here, 
and  surely,  after  this,  we  shall  not  be  told  that  the 
working  man  is  not  catered  for.  We  have  now  three 
distinct  canal  undertakings  within  a  few  miles  of  Man¬ 
chester.  _____ 

FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Salmon-fishing  will  recommence  on  Feb.  2,  but  it  is 
almost  hoping  against  hope  to  expect  any  improvement 
in  it  as  far  as  the  Upper  Severn  and  its  tributaries  are 
concerned.  The  river  watchers  report  that  the  autumn 
was  most  favourable  for  the  migration  of  salmon  to  the 
upper  districts  for  the  purpose  of  spawning,  as  there  was 
a  succession  of  freshes  in  all  the  rivers  at  the  time  when 
most  needed,  so  that  the  prospects  are  very  good  as  far 
as  the  future  supply  of  salmon  is  concerned.  But  it  is  a 
very  sore  subject  with  the  Upper  riparian  proprietors, 
that,  in  spite  of  deficient  passes  and  other  obstacles  in 
their  progress,  the  fish  will  make  their  way  to  the  upper 
districts  at  that  time  of  year,  and  they  argue  that  the 
salmon  would  also  be  as  plentiful  then  at  other  seasons 
of  the  year  were  they  allowed  a  chance  to  ascend.  But 
as  long  as  the  lower  parts  of  the  Severn  are  over  fished, 
as  they  are  at  present,  so  long  will  the  scarcity  of  fresh- 
run  salmon  continue  in  the  upper  waters,  and  the  resi¬ 
dents  there  have  at  last  lost  all  faith  in  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  although  some  time  ago  very  strenuous 
efforts  were  made  by  several  of  the  Upper  conservators 
to  remedy  the  present  most  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs,  but  all  the  good  done  at  one  meeting  of  the 
hoard  was  undone  at  the  next,  so  that  all  those  well- 
meant  efforts  were  futile,  and  matters  remained  as  they 
were,  and  appear  only  too  likely  to  continue  so.  unless 
the  Upper  conservators  can  command  a  majority  on  the 
board,  which  it  appears  as  if  at  present  they  cannot  do 
BO,  all  their  efforts  to  benefit  these  districts  resulting  in 
failure,  the  only  change  they  have  succeeded  in  making 
being  the  inerease  in  the  trout  licences  from  Is.  to  2s. 
each,  and  even  this  might  be  reversed  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  board,  which  will  take  place  in  a  few 
days.  The  object  of  this  increased  charge  is  to  enable 
the  board  to  employ  a  larger  staff  of  watchers  in  the 
district,  and  which,  as  all  acquainted  with  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  know,  has  long  been  urgently  required. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

During  the  last  few  days  we  have  had  quite  a  change 
in  the  weather,  and  though  the  thermometer  has  not 
stood  very  high  above  freezing  point,  except  just  about 
midday,  yet  the  rivers  are  getting  clear  of  ice,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  they  will  soon  be  in  something  like 
condition  for  pike  fishing  in  a  few  days. 

The  broads  are  still  covered  with  decaying  ice,  and  it 
will  be  quite  a  week  before  they  are  fishable. 

Pike  fishermen  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  again 
beinpr  out  after  their  prey,  this  part  of  the  season  being 
considered  by  most  of  our  local  anglers  to  be  by  far  the 
most  remunerative. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

To  the  Elitor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Angling  pursuits  have  been  possible  since  Monday, 
and  a  number  of  pent-up  fishermen  have  been  out  after 
chub.  On  Sunday  night  a  thaw  set  in,  and  as  the  snow 
went  very  gradually,  the  river  on  Wednesday  contained 
very  little  extra  water.  At  Wilford,  on  Tuesday,  one 
of  the  subscribers  killed  a  splendid  lot  of  chub  with 
greaves,  and  on  Wednesday  nine  were  got  in  the  field 
below  Colwick  weir.  The  fish  also  accepted  the  cock- 
spur  worm  somewhat  freely  in  the  nooks  and  eddies, 
and  as  soon  as  the  “  snow  broth  ”  disappears  sport  will 
be  good  all  round.  The  ice  is  leaving  the  backwaters, 
and  no  doubt  the  pike  contingent  will  be  glad  when  they 
resume  their  sport  amongst  the  fish. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington 
Angling  Society  was  held  at  headquarters,  the  Wel¬ 
lington  Hotel,  Station-street,  on  Monday  night,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  a  proposition  made  by 
Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee  of  the  King’s  Mills  and 
Weston-on-Trent  fisheries,  for  acquiring  a  portion  of 
the  waters  rented  by  that  gentleman  from  Lord 
Donington.  Mr.  H.  Gaskell,  the  president  of  the  society, 
was  in  the  chair,  and  the  attendance  of  members  was 
considered  satisfactory.  The  chairman  briefly  explained 
his  interview  with  Mr.  Wood,  who  was  willing  to  let  the 
society  that  portion  of  his  fishery  commencing  with  the 
ferry  at  Weston,  and  extending  upwards  to  the  limit  of 
his  waters.  Whilst  thanking  Mr.  Wood  for  his  offer, 
the  society  begged  respectfully  to  decline  it.  It  was 
next  explained  that  the  society  had  taken  action  with 
regard  to  securing  the  Thrumpton  waters  from  Lady 
Byron,  but  these  may  possibly  soon  be  closed  to 
the  gentlemen  who  already  hold  them.  It  had  been 
stated  that  those  gentlemen  intended  giving  up  the 
waters,  and  therefore  the  Wellingtonians  felt  they 
must  be  on  the  alert.  An  interesting  discussion 
ensued,  and,  as  an  outcome,  efforts  are  to  be  made 
the  Shardlow  Fishery  from  Lord  Donington.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  this  water  might,  with  care  and  atten¬ 
tion,  be  made  one  of  the  best  reaches  on  the  river  for 
all-round  angling.  Here  it  was  that  the  late  celebrated 
Mr.  Bailey  so  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  barbelling, 
and  since  his  decease  tremendous  hauls  of  fish  have  been 
made  by  such  experts  as  Mr.  John  Heaker  (Old  Foss- 
dyke),  Mr.  T.  Burgoyne,  Mr.  Geo.  Bates,  Mr.  A.  West, 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Leek,  of  Nottingham.  Last  season  the 
water  was  hadly  poached  and  possibly  “  skull-dragged  ” 
by  people  holding  tickets  from  taverns  in  the  district, 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  Lord  Donington  was  kept 
in  ignorance  of  these  facts,  besides  being  unaware  of 
Sunday  fishing  being  indulged  in.  The  meeting  ap¬ 
pointed  the  president,  Mr.  Horton  (treasurer),  and  Mr. 
Spray  (hon.  sec.)  to  wait  upon  his  lordship  with  a  view 
to  taking  over  the  fishery  on  behalf  of  the  society.  The 
society  still  holds  the  Barton  length  of  the  Trent,  and, 
being  handy  to  Nottingham,  the  members  find  it  useful 
for  a  run  out. 

The  large  pike  (2^1b.),  recently  caught  in  private 
waters  by  Mr.  J.  Tomlinson,  a  member  of  the  society  in 
question,  has  been  set  up,  and  it  certainly  looks  first- 
rate.  One  striking  characteristic  is  its  very  small  head. 
A  few  days  following  the  capture  I  notified  that  when  it 
was  opened  a  tench  of  nearly  51h.  was  taken  out  of  its 
stomach.  _ 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Severn  Board  of  Conserva¬ 
tors,  to  be  held  at  Birmingham  on  the  19th  inst.,  one 
or  two  matters  of  great  import  to  Shropshire  and 
Montgomeryshire  Anglers  are  down  on  the  agenda  for 
discussion.  The  most  important  business  perhaps  is  the 
question  of  increasing  the  licence  fee  for  rod  and  line 
trout  fishing,  and  the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Willis  Bund,  is 
down  to  move  the  following  resolution,  which  has 
already  passed  the  committee  :  “  That  the  licence  duty 
levyable  on  rods  and  lines  used  for  fishing  for  trout  in 
the  Severn  Fishery  District  be  varied,  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  licence  duty  for  each  and  every  rod  and 
line  for  fishing  for  trout,  to  bo  used  in  such  part  of  the 
district  as  lies  within  the  counties  of  Salop,  Mont¬ 
gomery,  and  Denbigh,  shall  be  the  sum  of  23.,  and  to 
be  used  in  the  remainder  of  the  district,  the  sum  of  Is.” 
This  means,  practically,  that  anglers  in  and  above 
Shropshire  will  have  to  pay  fls.  per  annum  for  the 
right  of  fishing  for  trout,  instead  of  Is.,  as  formerly, 
while  in  the  lower  waters  the  amount  payable 
will  be  as  heretofore.  Few  anglers  will  object  to 
pay  the  additional  amount,  which,  after  all,  is  but 
very  nominal,  but  there  is  a  pretty  general  feeling 
that  the  board  should  bind  itself  to  utilise  the  additional 
funds  for  the  benefit  of  the  anglers  from  whom  it  will  be 
derived,  and  not  added  to  the  finances  of  the  board,  and 
used  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  river.  Ironbridge 
anglers  do  not  genera'ly  favour  the  pronosal,  inasmuch 
as  their  benefit  will  not  be  great,  for  the  reason  that 
they  are  for  the  most  part  bottom  fishers,  and,  even  if 
they  would,  have  not  the  facilities  for  trout  fishing  that 
are  afforded  their  more  fortunate  brethren  above.  As 
regards  the  best  means  of  disbursing  the  extra  revenue, 
there  will  doubtless  be  a  conflicting  opinion,  but  among 
the  best  suggestions  put  forward,  are  those  for  re-stock- 
ing  and  protecting  the  river.  There  is  a  great  need  for 
additional  water  bailiffs  in  the  Upper  Severn  districts, 
for,  under  the  present  circumstances,  the  one  or  two 
bailiffs,  whose  beat  extends  over  many  miles  of  water, 
are  totally  unable  to  protect  the  water  from  the  ravages 
of  the  poacher. 

Another  matter  for  discussion  is  a  proposal  to  increase 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  board,  and  a  member  for  Mont¬ 
gomeryshire  is  down  to  move  :  “  That  the  provisions  of 


the  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act  extend  from  the  junction 
of  the  Verniew  and  Severn  to  the  source  of  the  Severn.” 
Hitherto  the  board  have  not  had  the  control  of  these 
waters,  except  so  far  as  the  trout  and  salmon  fisheries  are 
concerned. 

The  representatives  of  the  various  counties  interested 
in  the  Severn  fisheries  upon  the  Executive  and  Pollution 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  is  as  follows  : 
Gloucestershire:  Capt.  W.  B.  Marling,  and  Messrs.  T. 
Cadle,  M.  F.  Carter,  G.  W.  Keeling,  J.  Miller,  Trevor, 
Powell,  and  Walter  Comely.  A'V^oreestershire :  Messrs. 
C.  H.  Krbeck,  B.  Danks,  R.  P.  Hill,  J.  Lloyd  Bozward, 
T.  Southall,  and  Major  W.  C.  Hill.  Staffordshire  :  Mr. 
Henry  Smith.  Shropshire  :  Sir  C.  H.  Rouse-Broughton, 
and  Messrs.  R.  E.  Anstice,  H.  H.  Hughes,  and  H. 
Mostyn  Owen.  Montgomeryshire  :  Capt.  Mytton,  and 
Messrs.  Edmund  Buckley,  A.  Ford,  Geo.  Kempster,  and 
Edward  Elwell.  Herefordshire :  Mr.  R.  Hartington. 
Radnorshire  and  Denbighshire :  Sir  Herbert  E.  F. 
Lewis.  Representative  member  :  One  vacancy. 

The  members  of  the  St.  Michael’s  Angling  Association, 
which  has  been  recently  formed  at  Shrewsbury,  and 
which  has  for  its  first  president  H.  D.  Greene,  Esq.,  M.P. 
for  the  borough,  held  a  prize  distribution  and  supper 
at  their  club-house,  last  week.  Enthusiasm  was  not 
lacking,  and  the  evening’s  programme  was  productive 
of  great  enjoyment  to  all  concerned,  toasts  and  songs 
being  received  with  acclamation.  The  following  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  proceedings :  Messrs. 
Shackleton,  E.  Andrews,  C.  Tomkinson,  G.  Phillips,  J. 
Turner,  W.  Brookfield,  J.  Wall,  and  J.  Burroughs.  The 
prize  winners  were  Mr  Phillips  and  Mr.  Burroughs. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KERRY. — The  weather  has  been  very  rainy  since  last 
notes.  This  had  the  effect  of  flooding  all  the  rivers, 
and  nearly  all  the  spent  fish  have  cleared  out  to  sea, 
except  those  that  remain  for  a  time  in  the  lakes  on  their 
way  out. 

'The  reports  to  hand  from  all  sides  agree  that  the 
spawning  season  was  satisfactory  on  the  whole.  The 
salmon  are  reported  to  have  been  more  numerous  on 
most  of  the  spawning  grounds  than  they  were  in  1891, 
and  poachers  have  done  but  little  harm,  comparatively 
speaking.  Heavy  floods  prevented  those  fellows  during 
most  of  the  time  from  carrying  on  their  operations. 

Spawning  being  practically  over  on  the  Cnmmeragh, 
the  principal  spawning  ground  in  the  Waterville  district, 
the  constabulary  men  who  were  stationed  there  (have 
returned  to  their  respective  stations.  The  constabulary 
render  valuable  aid  here  during  every  spawning  season, 
and  only  for  their  presence  incalculable  destruction 
would  be  committed  amongst  the  spawning  salmon. 

On  the  Inny  only  a  few  salmon  remain  on  the  beds. 
Those  are  the  latest  fish  that  came  up  la.st  year.  Poach¬ 
ing  was  very  prevalent  during  the  spawning  season,  and 
as  the  river  is  only  partially  and  indifferently  protected, 
it  is  surmised  that  great  havoc  w'as  wrought  amongst 
the  spawning  fish. 

I  am  glad  to  he  able  to  state  that  no  poaching  has 
been  reported  on  the  river  Owreagh  during  the  spawning 
time,  now  happily  ended  there.  This,  indeed,  is  a 
matter  for  congratulation,  especially  tor  those  anglers 
who  annually  make  Waterville  Lake  their  scene  of 
operations. 

This  state  of  affairs  on  the  Owreagh  has  been  very 
unusual,  if  not  unheard  of,  for  it  is  well  known  that  this 
water  used  to  be  up  to  the  spawning  season  just  ended 
a  favourite  hunting  ground  of  the  poaching  fraternity. 

On  the  Ahatubrid  river  only  a  few  salmon  and  sea 
trout  came  up  to  spawn,  but  this  water,  except  in  time 
of  flood,  is  only  a  mere  rivulet.  It,  however,  has  a  few 
deep  pools.  A  young  man  was  prosecuted  recently  at 
the  Cahirciveen  Petty  Sessions  for  alleged  poaching  on 
this  stream,  and  was  fined  10s.  It  appears  a  passing 
police  patrol  were  attracted  by  a  light  on  the  water, 
and  proceeding  in  its  direction  they  found  the  defen¬ 
dant  with  a  shovel  in  his  hand.  A  young  boy  was  with 
him  holding  a  lighted  torch.  The  latter  was  also  pro¬ 
secuted,  but  was  let  off  with  a  caution.  It  must,  indeed, 
be  an  easy  thing  to  kill  fish  in  this  shallow  stream  when 
no  other  implement  is  needed  by  the  poacher  than  an 
ordinary  shovel.  However,  I  believe  there  are  not  many 
salmon  or  trout  there  to  kill,  as  years  of  unlimited 
poaching  have  virtually  wiped  them  out.  Another  case  of 
poaching  comes  from  the  Behy  in  the  Rossbeigh  district. 
It  was  heard  at  the  Killorglin  Petty  Sessions  on  last 
Friday,  but  I  did  not  learn  the  result.  It  appears 
Sergeant  McBirney  and  Constable  Scanlon,  of  the 
Glenbeigh  station,  approached  a  body  of  poachers  un¬ 
observed,  or  rather  surprised  them.  The  latter  fled, 
but  one  of  their  number  was  captured,  after  a  hot 
pursuit,  by  Constable  Scanlon.  He  resisted  arrest,  and 
assaulted  the  constable,  and  probably  is  now  ruminating 
over  the  foolishness  of  his  conduct  within  the  walls  of 
the  county  gaol. 

The  sea-fishing,  which  has  been  suspended  recently, 
in  consequence  of  adverse  weather,  has  been  resumed 
at  several  points  along  the  Kerry  coast. 

At  Portmagee,  the  hake  fishing  is  being  prosecuted 
with  much  success,  and  I  also  learn  that  this  kind  of 
fishing  is  affording  much  employment  in  the  Ballybog 
district. 

Very  little  hand-lining  has  heen  practised  anywhere, 
and  the  sport  obtained  by  parties  out  has  been  meagre. 
Adverting  to  the  sea-fishing  of  1892,  it  may  be  said  that 
it  has  been  generally  disappointing. 

In  the  Dingle  district  the  spring  and  autumn  mackerel 
fishing  was  confined  to  the  local  boats,  and  the  takes 
were  below  the  average.  Prices,  too,  were  at  a  low 
figure  throughout.  Many  of  the  Dingle  fishermen  use 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


33 


January  14,  1893] 


canoes  and  gnrraghs  in  their  fishing  operations,  and, 
though  those  met  with  much  success  for  a  time,  the 
season  was,  generally  speaking,  a  bad  one.  The  fisher¬ 
men  of  Dingle,  Dnnguin,  and  many  other  places  on  the 
North  Kerry  coast  line  have  been  complaining  loudly  of 
want  of  piers  suitable  for  landing  their  fish.  It  was 
expected  that  the  congested  districts’  board  would  do 
something  to  ameliorate  their  grievances,  as  the  districts 
referred  to  are  scheduled  under  the  “  Relief  of  Distress 
Act,”  but  up  to  the  present  nothing  has  been  done  in  this 
direction.  Seine  boats  did  fairly  well  in  the  autumn 
at  mackerel  at  Connunna,  Coomorouma,  Valentia, 
Killimly,  Kells,  Portmagee,  Ballinskelligs,  Cooma- 
couclane,  Bunnaneer,  and  Brakagharg,  but  the  spring 
mackerel  season  was  a  failure  at  all  those  places. 
The  hake  fishery  proved  up  to  the  average  at  most 
points,  and  was  exceptionally  good  at  Portmagee  and 
Ballybog.  Herrings  were  taken  in  average  numbers 
during  October  and  the  early  part  of  November,  but  bad 
weather  abruptly  brought  this  class  of  fishing  to  a  close. 
In  the  Waterville  district  hand-liners  did  very  well 
among  whiting  during  the  summer.  Gurnet,  bream,  and 
haddock  also  afford  much  sport.  In  the  autumn  matters 
were  not  so  good,  and  in  November  and  December  fish¬ 
ing  w'as  impracticable  during  most  of  the  time,  owing  to 
bad  weather. 


ULSTER. — The  snow  yet  lies  on  the  upper  hills  and 
mountains,  and  the  most  of  the  rivers  are  half  filled 
with  snow  water,  and  slush.  Angling  of  any  kind  is 
almost  out  of  question,  but  a  thaw  is  slowly  progressing. 

The  public  are  not  yet  unmindful  of  the  services  of 
Sir  "rhomas  Brady,  late  one  of  Her  Majesty’s  Inspectors 
of  Irish  Fisheries.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Newry  Town 
Commissioners  last  Monday,  Mr.  James  McMahon,  J.P., 
in  the  chair,  the  town  clerk,  Mr.  Doherty,  read  a  letter 
from  the  town  clerk  of  the  Dublin  corporation  asking 
the  Newry  Commissioners  to  adopt  the  following  reso¬ 
lution,  which  had  been  passed  by  that  body  :  “  That  the 
special  services  which  Sir  Thomas  Brady  has  in  the 
conrse  of  a  long  public  life  rendered  to  this  country 
merit  the  recognition  of  this  council,  and  that  this  council 
recommend  his  claims  to  the  fullest  consideration  of  the 
Treasury.”  In  reply  to  the  chairman,  the  clerk  said  that 
Sir  Thomas,  after  many  years’  service,  had  been  compul¬ 
sorily  retired  from  his  post  under  the  “65  year  rule.” 
Mr  Treavor,  another  commissioner,  observed  that  Sir 
Thomas  had  rendered  great  service  to  the  fishing  and 
angling  industries  of  this  country,  and  he  was  entitled  to 
the  largest  pension  that  the  Treasury  could  give.  It 
was  not  a  political  matter.  The  resolution  was  unani¬ 
mously  adopted. 

A  valued  correspondent,  writing  me  from  the  Black- 
water  (co.  Tyrone),  says  ;  “We  intend  trying  to  have 
the  angling  season  extended  here.  The  opening  of  the 
season  here  is  March  16,  so  you  have  the  advantage  on 
the  Ballinderry  (which  opens  March  1).  I  caught  some 
trout  in  the  middle  of  March  last  year,  and  they  were 
quite  pink  and  in  splendid  condition,  and  I  wonder  how 
it  is  that  the  season  should  be  so  late  as  March  16. 

I  never  saw  a  salmon  here  after  the  first  week 
in  February.”  The  season  terminates  Oct.  15,  and 
a  petition  is  about  to  be  got  up  to  have  it  extended  till 
Oct.  31,  same  as  on  the  Ballinderry.  Continuing,  my 
friend  says  :  “  Up  to  a  short  time  before  Christmas  the 
river  was  very  high  here — a  succession  of  floods — but  it 
has  fallen  greatly  during  the  past  ten  days  or  so.  The 
high  water  prevented  poaching,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  when  it  got  low  the  poachers  commenced  operations. 
The  other  day  I  took  a  walk  down  the  river,  and,  adjoin¬ 
ing  a  favourite  ford,  I  distinctly  saw  the  traces  of 
where  a  net  had  been  spread  out  on  the  bank  and  the 
tracks  of  two  men  leading  into  the  river.  I  saw  where 
they  made  their  exit  in  two  places  and  where  they  threw 
down  the  fish.  I  could  easily  trace  it  on  the  white  frost. 
The  lessees  of  the  Derry  fisheries  sent  a  man  here  to  watch 
the  river  inNovember ,  and  he  has  continued  here  since,  but 
the  poachers  took  advantage  of  his  absence  at  Christmas. 
Indeed,  one  man  is  of  very  little  use,  as  he  could  hardly 
deal  with  the  poachers  single-handed,  and  it  would  have 
been  better  if  a  few  of  our  local  men  were  appointed  by 
the  Coleraine  Board.”  Speaking  of  the  weir  at  Ben- 
burb  he  says;  “It  is  next  to  impossible  for  fish  to 
ascend  it,  and  the  result  is  that  more  than  forty  miles 
of  the  best  spawning  beds  in  the  river  are  unavailable 
to  the  fish.  It  is  indeed  extraordinary  that  something 
is  not  done,  as  by  a  small  outlay  a  proper  pass  could  be 
constructed  which  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
lessees.”  The  above  esctracts  show  my  friend  is  a  keen 
observer,  and  I  may  adid  he  is  probably  the  best  fly- 
fisher  on  the  Blackwafer.  Any  further  comments  of 
mine  are  iinnecessary,  and  I  leave  it  to  the  judgment 
of  my  readers  how  angling  interests  are  looked  after  in 
CO.  Tyrone,  and  the  same  remarks  of  my  correspondent 
apply  to  a  great  many  rivers  in  this  province. 

Last  Tuesday  evening,  the  first  public  meeting  of  the 
newly  organised  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club  was 
held  in  the  Artisan’s  Hall,  Garfield-street,  Belfast. 
This  club  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
the  “gentle  art”  among  the  artisans  of  Belfast,  and, 
with  a  view  towards  the  suppression  of  illegal  fishing 
on  the  Lagan  in  particular,  and  the  streams  of  Down 
and  Antrim  in  general.  Both  counties  are  richly  pro¬ 
vided  with  streams,  which,  if  properly  looked  after, 
would  be  first-class  salmon  and  trout  streams,  and,  fail¬ 
ing  these,  would  make  prime  coarse  fishing  grounds. 
But  the  Boards  of  Conservators  are  not  willing,  or  are 
unable,  they  say,  to  strengthen  the  staffs  of  bailiffs  to 
watch  the  rivers,  and,  short  of  this,  the  only  way  that 
netting,  gaifing,  poisoning,  and  other  devices  of  the 
poacher,  can  be  met,  is  through  the  agency  of  angling 
clubs,  of  which  Belfast  now  possesses  two.  Mr.  F.  J. 
Kennedy,  hon.  sec.,  Belfast  'Angling  Association,  pre¬ 


sided  over  the  meeting,  which  was  pretty  large  and 
very  enthusiastic.  At  a  private  previous  meeting  the 
following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  and 
confirmed  by  the  public  meeting  “  (o)  That  the  club  be 
called  the  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club  ;  ”  “  (6)  That 
5s.  be  the  annual  subscription,  payable  in  advance  “  ('■) 
That  the  members  who  were  present  the  first  night  of 
meeting  forma  committee,  with  power  to  add  to  their 
number  ;  also,  that  Mr.  William  Ferguson  be  appointed 
secretary  and  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year;”  “  (d) 
That  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy  be  appointed  president  of  the 
club.”  The  chairman,  in  addressing  the  meeting,  said 
that  the  club  had  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  bene- 
fitting  working  men  anglers,  and  its  objects  were  the 
encouragement  of  angling,  the  preservation  of  the  rivers 
and  the  suppression  of  poaching.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
pointed  out  that  the  streams  and  rivers  could  be  re¬ 
stocked,  and  made  special  reference  to  the  Lagan,  which 
he  said  within  this  century  was  well  supplied  with  trout. 
He  thought  they  could  restock  it  without  difficulty. 
There  was  plenty  of  poaching  and  illegal  fishing  going 
on  over  the  Lagan  and  its  tributaries,  especially  about 
Lisburn  and  on  the  levels — my  readers  should  know 
that  the  Lagan  is  formed  into  a  canal  with  locks,  &c. 

above  Shaw’s  Bridge.  In  those  reaches  a  few  trout 
represent  the  Salmonidce.  Mr.  Kennedy  having  made 
some  further  remarks,  the  rules,  which  had  been  pre¬ 
viously  drafted,  and  the  appointment  of  office  bearers, 
were  confirmed,  and  the  meeting  terminated.  The 
N.E.U.A.C.  was  raised  mainly  through  the  instrumen¬ 
tality  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  who  is  most  unwearying  in  his 
endeavours  to  promote  angling  in  Belfast  and  its 
vicinity,  and  in  recognition  of  his  many  services  to  the 
angling  fraternity  the  new  cluh  elected  him  their  pre¬ 
sident — an  honour  which  we  trust  he  will  long  enjoy,  and 
which  he  so  worthily  deserves. 
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I®*  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  Hig'h.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

1)  ))  Putney.  w5  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add -<80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  /  ham. 

50  „  „  Barnes.  kgS  „  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Mornine.  Evenine. 

Saturday,  Jan.  14  . 

.  11.17  . 

Sunday,  ,,  15  . 

_ 

.  0  21 

Monday,  ,,  16  . 

.  0.48  . 

.  1.11 

Tuesday,  ,,  17  . 

.  1.33  . 

.  1.54 

Wednesday,  ,,  18  . 

.  2.13  . 

Thursday,  ,,  19  . 

.  2.50  . 

.  3.  9 

Friday,  „  20  . 

.  3.27  . 

.  3.46 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — I  do  not 
suppose  the  fish  have  had  much  cause  to  enjoy  them¬ 
selves  in  their  imprisonment  under  the  ice,  and  whilst 
the  skaters  were  regretting  the  appearance  of  a  cold 
thaw,  which  showed  itself  on  Saturday  night,  the  anglers 
were  hoping  for  a  continuance  of  it,  so  that  they  might 
soon  get  amongst  the  fish  again.  I  notice  several  of  the 
angling  clubs  have  been  postponing  their  competitions, 
and  the  one  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society, 
which  was  a  fixture  of  December,  and  then  from  the 
disappointment  of  the  day  abandoned  until  this  month, 
has  got  shifted  into  February,  when  it  is  hoped  they  will 
bring  it  off  at  Staines.  It  not  (infrequently  happens 
that  special  days  are  not  the  best  days  for  sport.  This 
has  been  my  experience  in  days  gone  by.  i  remember 
a  3Jlb.  jack  being  the  only  fishshown  at  the  Piscatorial 
Society  on  its  great  jack  competition  day  some  years 
ago,  and  that  would  not  have  been  brought  up,  except 
through  the  advice  of  my  old  friend,  Mr.  T.  E.  Sachs,  in 
persuading  the  late  Mr.  F.  Lecluse  to  take  it  to  the 
club  room,  which  he  had  no  intention  of  doing,  and  so 
gained  the  first  iirize.  Although  there  is  nothing  very 
serious  in  the  new  bye-laws  as  affecting  this  portion  of 
the  river,  there  is  a  wide-spread  sympathy  for  that  of  the 
Upper  Thames  in  the  movement  of  the  Association,  as 
against  the  privileges  ceded  to  the  riparian  owners  ;  and, 
in  the  Viold  stand  that  is  being  taken  to  pursue  the  laws 
now  proposed  to  the  council,  if  the  conservators  refuse 
to  listen  to  them,  that  sympathy  will  be  largely  increased. 
It  is  not  at  all  impracticable  ;  if  the  conservators  are 
desirous  of  meeting  the  views  of  the  upper  associations, 
they  will  invite  the  attendance  of  a  deputation  to  con¬ 
sult  with  them  on  the  objections  that  have  been  raised. 
This  has  been  their  usual  course,  and  I  should  not  be  at 
all  surprised  if  they  do  it  again.  Then,  if  the  objections 
are  not  met  by  the  board  in  the  alterations  they  require, 
the  after  course  will  be  that  of  the  council. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  Thames  is  high  and  of  a 
nasty  tint ;  indeed,  is  full  of  snow  water.  If  the  weather 


holds  as  open  as  it  has  done  to-day  (Thursday)  good 
jack  and  chub  fishing  should  accrue  in  the  middle  or 
end  of  next  week. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Uatchet). — Needless  to  say  there  has 
been  no  fishing  going  on,  but  I  am  in  hopes  of  being  able 
to  do  something  in  a  day  or  two.  The  water  looks 
rather  promising,  save  for  large  sheets  of  broken  ice 
floating  down  the  stream.  I  went  out  for  an  hour  this 
afternoon  to  inquire  of  them  ;  caught  two  roach,  and  a 
paternoster  out  was  not  noticed.  I  started  several  jack 
from  the  sides  coming  home,  a  proof  they  are  not  stuck 
in  the  mud. — G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne 
writes  :  “  The  Thames  this  week  has  been  frozen  over 
from  Hampton  Court  to  Sunbury,  and  in  places  the  ice 
has  been  very  thick.  Opposite  Tagg’s  Island  the  people 
have  been  able  to  walk  to  and  from  the  island.  The 
ice  is  breaking  up  very  fast,  but  I  am  afraid  with  the 
quick  thaw  and  the  rain  we  have  had  will  thicken  the 
water  for  some  days.” 

Thames  (King'ston). — The  head  river  keeper,  in 
giving  a  general  account  of  the  river,  says:  “There  are 
no  reports  at  the  present  time.  The  ice  is  floating 
down  the  river  fast. 

Thames  (ffXonkey  Island). — Nothing  doing  since 
my  last  report.  Without  any  more  snow  or  frosts  there 
ought  to  be  some  good  all-round  fishing,  especially  chub 
and  jack.  The  water  is  a  little  thick,  but  I  should  think 
it  would  be  in  very  good  condition  in  a  few  days.— R. 
Plummer,  sen. 

Thames  (Oxford). — River  at  present  mostly  frozen 
over,  a  few  places  being  clear,  making  it  very  awkward 
for  fishing.  Very  few  takes  are  to  hand.  Three  jack 
were  taken  at  King’s  Wier  a  few  days  since,  largest  51b. 
Roach  fishermen  are  few  and  far  between.  In  one  hour’s 
fishing  I  secured  one  dozen  and  a-half  of  good  roach, 
largest  11b. ;  bait,  gentles.  A  few  enthusiastic  anglers 
are  patiently  waiting  for  the  removal  of  the  ice,  to  try 
a  few  specimen  jack  that  they  knew  the  whereabouts  of 
previous  to  the  frost  setting  in ;  one  I  know  of  about 
201b.  The  heaviest  specimens  up  to  date  being :  one 
roach.  Port  Meadow  stream,  2lb.  2oz.  ;  one  perch.  Medley 
Weir,  21b. ;  one  chub,  the  Weir’s  water,  31b.  15oz. ;  one 
jack,  Eynsham  water,  121b.  Prospect  for  the  next  few 
days,  skates. — C.  Herbert. 

Thames  (Windsor  District).— At  time  of  writing 
water  has  a  bad  colour,  due  doubtless  to  the  melting 
snow,  ice,  and  debris,  caused  by  the  thousands  who 
skated  on  it  recently.  Frequenters  of  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  will  hardly  think  it  feasible,  but  on  the  5th  inst. 

I  skated  to  Clewer  Point  from  Windsor  Ferry,  and 
stood  on  the  ice  in  middle  of  river  trying  for  a  jack  in 
the  open  part,  but  could  not  get  a  run.  The  next  day 
the  whole  of  the  reach  above  was  clear  from  ice.  I  have 
just  been  opposite  here  to  try  the  chub,  and  soon  got 
one  exactly  IJlb.,  and  ran  another  good  one,  proving 
water  is  not  too  bad  for  them.  I  was  using  pith.  If 
no  rain  or  snow  water,  should  be  perfect  next  week. — 
B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— Waters  are  still  too  full  of 
melted  snow  and  ice  to  permit  of  anything  like  success¬ 
ful  angling.  Two  or  three  hardy  ones  have  been  out 
after  pike,  but  results  are  not  worth  reporting. 
Indications  point  to  a  mild  return  of  frost. — Thomas 
Tree. 

Arun. — Water  in  good  trim  at  Amberley.  In  one  of 
the  cuttings  there  this  week  201b.  of  eels  were  caught  by 
a  local  resident,  but  whether  with  baskets  or  the  rod 
and  line  my  information  does  not  say.  Few  anglers  h,ave 
been  out,  but  there  is  a  chance  of  sport  now. — 
Goosequill. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— After  fourteen  days’ 
hard  frost,  we  were  treated  to  a  thaw  on  Saturday, 
which  lasted  until  Tuesday,  when  frosty  weather  again 
set  in,  and  at  present  there  is  every  indication  of  our 
getting  dose  No.  2.  We  are  certainly  being  badly  served 
this  winter,  but  the  true  angler’s  buoyant  nature  will 
no  doubt  rise  to  the  occasion,  and  when  he  does  get  an 
“  innings,”  something  will  have  to  suffer  for  it,  that’s 
certain.  The  main  river  is  now  free  from  ice,  but  the 
snow  broth  has  not  yet  run  off,  so  that  nothing  will  be 
done  for  a  day  or  two.  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Jackman 
tried  the  jack  for  a  couple  of  hours  to  day,  but  drew  a 
“  blank.”  Until  the  snow-broth  is  gone,  this  will,  I 
fear,  be  the  general  experience.  All  our  backwaters 
are  still  more  or  less  frozen,  and  sad  thought  it  is, 
their  last  state  is  likely  to  be  worse  than  the  first. 
However,  it  cannot  last  for  ever,  and  anglers  may  well 
utilise  this  idle  time  by  a  general  overhaul  of  rods  and 
tackle.  This  will  help  considerably  to  pass  the  weary 
days  away,  and  be  making  a  profitable  use  of  the  “  lock¬ 
out  ”  at  the  same  time.  In  the  article  “  Fishing  on  the 
Exeter  Canal,”  by  “Jesse,”  which  appeared  in  last 
week’s  issue,  I  notice  the  writer  alludes  to  the  supposed 
scarcity  of  pike  in  the  .canal,  and  seems  at  a  loss  to 
understand  why  fish  which  were,  a  few  years  since,  so 
plentiful,  should  now  be  so  hard  to  find.  The  explana¬ 
tion  of  this  falling  off,  or,  I  might  say,  extermination,  is 
a  very  simple  one.  Some  seven  or  eight  years  ago  the 
canal  was  practically  empty  for  several  days,  owing  to 
the  double  locks  undergoing  repairs,  and  this  occurring 
in  the  height  of  summer,  the  little  water  left  soon  be¬ 
came  very  foul,  resulting  in  a  wholesale  slaughter  of 
fish  of  all  kinds,  amongst  which  the  pike  were  con¬ 
spicuous  victims.  Hundreds  of  them,  and  many  fine  old 
warriors,  shared  this  ignominious  fate,  since  which  pike 
fishing  has  naturally  been  a  sorry  game,  and,  without 
restocking,  is,  I  fear,  likely  to  continue  so. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — Very  little 
change  has  to  be  reported  in  reference  to  angling 
prospects  this  week.  A  heavy  snow  fell  towards  the  end 
of  last  week,  and  has  had  the  effect  of  spoiling  the  ice 
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on  the  drains  for  skatinar  p^rposes,  and  rendering  the 
exercise,  where  possible,  dangerous.  Prior  to  the  fall 
the  ice  was  clear  and  very  transparent ;  so  transparent, 
in  fact,  that  skaters  and  others  passing  over  it  could 
discern  the  fish  beneath.  This,  doubtless,  led  to  the 
illegitimate  killing  of  many  a  good  pike,  for  those 
inclined  for  fish  poaching  found  it  comparatively  easy 
to  drive  the  fi-sh  to  where  the  water  was  shallow,  and 
then  by  breaking  it  the  fish  could  be  easily  got  out. 
Again, .owing  to  want  of  water  for  their  cattle,  farmers 
had  to  break  holes  in  the  ice  to  obtain  it.  and  as  fish 
congregate  near  the  boles,  they  are  often  caught  by 
illegitimate  means.  Both  these  methods  of  what  may 
be  called  poaching  are  in  vogue  in  the  Fens  in  the 
winter  time,  when  opportunities  offer.  The  heavy  fall 
of  snow,  though,  has  largely  made  these  methods 
impracticable.  For  the  last  few  days  there  has  been  a 
warmer  temperature,  but  the  thaw  has  been  very  slow, 
and  it  will,  even  if  the  change  continues,  be  some  time 
before  the  drains  are  again  available  for  angling.  Ponds 
and  rivers  are  almost  equally  unfit  for  sport. — Limpet, 
Idle  (North  Notts).— Next  to  no  sport  is  to  be  had 
in  this  district,  for  nearly  all  water  is  closed  by  ice.  In 
addition  to  the  other  inconveniences,  there  has  been  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow,  and, since  this  has  come  through,  there 
has  been  warmer  weather,  and  angling  might  be  possible. 
The  thaw  is  taking  snow  water  into  the  open  water¬ 
courses,  and  spoiling  what  chance  of  sport  there  may  be. 
Anglers  must  possess  their  souls  in  patience  yet  a  while 
longer,  like  the  foxhunters.  Both  kinds  of  sport  practi¬ 
cally  stoiiped  with  the  advent  of  the  holidays.  By  way 
of  interesting  a  good  many  anglers  who  at  times  patro¬ 
nise  this  district  and  the  adjacent  Trent,  we  are  glad  to 
learn  that  the  Local  Government  Board  have  refused  the 
Manchester  Corporation  its  sanction  for  the  conversion 
of  the  Rampton  Estate  into  a  vast  sewage  farm,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  liable  to  foul  the  water  of  the  river. 
The  estate  occupies  the  bank  of  the  Trent  for  several 
miles,  I  believe,  and  affords  pretty  good  fishing.  Rumour 
has  it  now  that  the  estate  has  been  purchased  by  a  locally 
known  baronet  fond  of  politics  and  sport.  Many  will 
rejoice  if  that  is  so. — L. 

Ziea  and  Stort.— Angling  prospecis  are  now  in  the 
ascendant,  as  the  milder  weather  we  have  had  during  the 
past  day  or  two  has  broken  up  the  ice  on  both  the  navi¬ 
gation  canal  and  the  old  river.  The  canal  yet  contains 
quantities  cf  floating  ice,  but  there  are  plenty  of  open 
spots  available  for  the  roach  pole  or  the  pike  rod.  On 
Thursday  morning  I  visited  some  of  the  lower  parts  of 
the  old  river,  and  found  matters  much  better  than  I  ex¬ 
pected  ;  the  water  is  moderately  clear,  and  of  a  good 
colour,  bearing,  altogether,  a  very  fishable  look.  Mr. 
Geo.  Burberry,  of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham 
Angling  Society,  gave  a  handsome  silver  watch  to 
be  fished  for  by  the  members  up  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
gross  weight  of  all  kinds  of  fish.  Mr.  Cook  was  the 
winner,  having  run  a  close  race  until  nearly  the  finish 
with  Mr.  George  Rochester.  The  takes  of  both  anglers 
were  principally  pike,  some  very  good  ones  falling  to 
both  rods  :  the  best  being  close  on  101b.  The  members 
have  still  two  silver  cups,  presented  by  Mr.  Tom 
Burberry,  to  be  fished  for,  in  addition  to  a  lot  of  club 
prizes.  There  are  many  places  where  a  bit  of  good 
perch-fishing  should  be  had  now.  Worms,  when  ob¬ 
tainable,  I  should  prefer  to  any  other  bait,  though  a 
lively  minnow  would  be  attractive  enough  to  some  of 
the  larger  specimens.—  Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  these 
streams  are  low,  and  are  in  fair  order  for  grayling  fish¬ 
ing.  The  weather  has  been  very  cold  and  the  river  is 
frozen  over  in  parts,  and  angling  has  been  quite  at  a 
standstill ;  but  sport  could  be  had  with  maggot  and 
grasshopper  if  any  one  cared  to  venture  out.  The  Pinsley 
is  now  clear  and  low  ;  no  sport  in  it. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg, Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  at  normal  winter  level  and  clear,  yet  much  incum¬ 
bered  with  ice  at  sides  and  floating.  Very  few  anglers 
have  cared  to  face  the  severe  weather,  and  those  who 
have  do  not  report  any  big  baskets  ;  still,  some  fine 
grayling,  in  splendid  condition,  have  been  landed, 
swimming  the  worm,  maggot,  and  sink  and  draw  being 
the  baits  used. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— The  ice  has  broken  up, 
but  it  will  be  some  days  before  the  water  is  fit  for  the 
angler,  owing  to  the  snow  water  from  the  various  triLi- 
taries. — W.  Shrubsole. 

Nene  (Northamptonshire).— Review  of  the 
Past  Season. — The  season  has  been  most  remarkable 
for  the  quantity  and  (juality  of  the  roach,  which  have 
often  reached  remarkably  good  weights.  In  the  earlier 
art  of  the  season  boiled  wheat  was  a  regular  killing 
ait,  but,  towards  the  close  red  worms  have  proved 
most  attractive,  and  the  worm  is  the  most  useful 
tempter  at  the  present  time :  and  I  expect  some 
2-pounders  will  be  obtained  now  that  the  weather  has 
broke.  Mr.  John  Powell  has  confined  his  attentions  to 
the  roach,  and  several  times  his  takes  have  had  to  be  re¬ 
corded  in  stones.  His  best  day  was  early  in  August, 
when  he  landed  almost  more  fish  than  he  could  carry 
home.  Waternewton,  AVansford,  and  near  Nan- 
ingfton  have  been  the  best  localities.  Bream 
have,  generally  speaking,  been  unusuallv  back¬ 
ward,  and  some  anglers  have  told  me  that  the 
past  season  has  been  one  of  the  poorest  in  their 
memory.  The  most  successful  angler  after  the  bream 
has  been  a  local  veteran,  Mr.  Doughty,  and  I  well 
remember  one  particularly  good  week’s  sport  some 
months  ago, when  he  had  a  splendid  haul.  Mr.  Eayres  has 
also  been  conspicuous  in  his  attendance  upon  the'  bream. 
Chub  have  been  heavy  ;  perch  about  the  average  ;  and 
eels  plentiful.  As  to  the  pike,  the  least  we  say  about 
them  the  letter,  for  the  season  has  been  very  remarkable 


for  their  scarcity  ;  in  fact,  hardly  a  decent  fish  has  been 
taken  anj'where  along  the  river,  and  this  is  the  more 
noticeable  compared  with  the  previous  season,  when 
several  bordering  upon  201b.  were  taken  at  Oundle  and 
near  Peterborough.  But  perhaps  the  next  few  months 
will  yield  better  as  regards  pike.  A  couple  of  good  tench 
were  taken  a  fortnight  ago,  and  anglers  will  be  busy 
this  week  if  the  present  weather  continues. — Nene- 

BANK. 

Flymouth. — Sea  Fishing. — The  cold  weather  vir¬ 
tually  puts  a  stop  to  all  fishing  except  the  pilchard  and 
herring  drift-nets  and  a  few  trawlers.  Pollack,  being 
out  of  season,  are  not  much  sought  after,  especially  as 
they  are  gone  oS  into  deep  water,  as  is  their  custom  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  Grey  mullet  are  still  congre¬ 
gating,  but  the  rough  weather  we  are  occasionally  having 
keep  the  schools  out  of  the  bays.  Smelt  are  being  taken 
from  several  of  the  piers  by  the  usual  paternosters  by 
those  who  can  stand  the  cold  weather.  The  edible  fish 
for  this  month  are,  atherine  (smelt),  tub,  piper,  red 
gurnard,  mackerel,  dory,  skate,  sharp-nosed  ray. 
Homelyn  ray,  sprat,  anchovy,  eel,  ling,  cod.  whiting, 
haddock,  pouting,  coal-fish,  pike,  and  all  shell-fish.— 
William  Heabder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llany- 
nxynech). — AVe  have  had  another  week  of  most  un¬ 
favourable  weather  for  angling.  The  snow,  with  which 
we  had  been  so  long  threatened,  descended  in  earnest 
on  Friday  and  Saturday  last,  to  the  depth  of  several 
inches.  The  storm  was  followed  by  a  very  cold  thaw, 
which  lasted  some  days,  but  not  long  enough  to  melt 
the  snow,  which  still  covers  the  ground.  Frost  has 
again  set  in,  and  there  is  at  present  every  appearance  of 
a  long  continuation  of  it,  so  that  anglers  are  now  wait* 
ing,  with  as  much  patience  as  they  can  muster,  for  a 
change  in  the  weather. — Vtrnwt. 

Stour  (Bures). — The  ice  has  nearly  all  disappeared, 
and  roach  are  feeding  well.  In  a  few  hours’  fishing 
local  anglers  here  had  from  121b.  to  151b.  of  fish.— 
Goosequill. 

Sussex  Rivers.- Frost  still  holds  sway  in  the  south, 
and  many  of  the  angling  resorts  are  ice-bound.  Hunt¬ 
ing,  angling,  and  football  have  given  place  to  skating. 
Chichester  Canal  is  available  from  the  rea.ch  beyond  the 
basin  to  the  lock  at  Birdham,  a  stretch  of  three  miles. 
The  basin  is  still  open,  and  a  few  pike  have  been  taken 
live  baiting.  Those  portions  of  the  Arun  and  Bother  not 
frozen  are  in  good  order,  but  I  do  not  hear  of  any  sport. 
Wild  fowl  are  numerous  on  the  coast.  Three  wild  swans 
were  recently  shot  at  Siddlesham,  and  one  at  Selsea. 
Quantities  of  snipe,  golden  plover,  wigeon,  and  duck 
have  been  shot  by  the  puntsmen  and  shore-shooters  at 
Chichester  Harbour.  Sea  fishing  is  excellent ;  several 
good  cod  fish,  one  of  221b.,  have  been  taken  off  Brighton 
during  the  week.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teiue  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  w-eather  at  the  end 
of  last  week  changed,  and  snow  fell  to  the  depth  of 
eight  inches,  the  rivers  thawed,  and  the  ice  disappeared, 
but  the  water  was  not  coloured.  Angling  has  been 
quite  at  a  standstill,  and  no  anglers  have  been  out.  In 
the  water  near  AVoofferton,  in  one  of  the  streams,  a  large 
number  of  trout  have  been  found  frozen  to  death,  the 
water  being  one  solid  block  of  ice.  On  Saturday,  Mr. 
R.  Brown  was  out  near  the  New  Bridge,  when  his  dog 
came  across  an  otter;  the  dog  ran  the  otter  on  to  the 
ice,  and  a  battle  ensued,  the  otter  eventually  getting 
away  under  a  weeping  ash  tree.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
aud  Ledwycheare  all  clear,  and  the  ice  has  disappeared. 
No  an  glers  have  been  out  fishing  of  late. 

Teme  (Tenhury).— Inthis  part  the  water  is  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level ;  the  weather  has  been  very 
severe,  and  snow  has  fallen,  and  is  several  inches  deep. 
No  anglers  have  been  out,  or  will  be  until  the  weather 
changes,  when  sport  may  be  expected.  The  Red  Kyre 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  low,  and  no  fishing  in  them. — 
AA’'orcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — A  slow  thaw  has  been  in  pro¬ 
gress  the  greater  part  of  the  week,  and  the  Trent  now 
presents  a  mass  of  blocks  of  floating  ice.  and,  although 
running  low  and  in  fair  condition  respecting  colour,  the 
temperature  of  the  water  caused  by  the  dissolving  ice 
and  the  obstructions  before  mentioned,  prevent  any 
attempt  at  angling,  but,  from  appearance,  the  usual 
accompaniment  of  the  breaking  up  of  a  frost— a  flood- 
will  not  result,  and  fishermen  will  shortly  be  able  to  get 
amongst  the  pike  and  chub,  which  should  take  the  lure 
ravenously  after  the  past  fortnight’s  abstinence. — 
Trentsider. 

Witham  (Mid-Lincoln). — Nothing  is  being  done 
in  the  way  of  angling  as  yet  since  the  setting  in  of  the 
frost,  and  from  what  I  can  make  out  the  only  water  open 
will  be  the  brook  and  feeders  of  the  river,  which,  for  the 
most  part,  are  occupied  by  trout,  if  they  contain  fish  at 
all.  Careful  observers  are  reporting  the  trout  as  pre¬ 
paring  for  spawning  if  not  actually  at  that  occupation, 
and  there  is  some  concern  that  they  may  suffer  either 
from  being  frozen  up  in  the  holes,  or  left  where  they 
may  be  at  the  mercy  of  unscrupulous  fish  killers. 
AA  hether  that  is  so  or  not  I  cannot  say,  but  the  frost  is 
said  to  have  been  the  severest  there  has  been  for  some 
years.  This,  along  with  the  heavy  snowfall,  will  stop 
angling  for  some  time,  even  though  the  thaw  should 
make  itself  complete. — Luce. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  &c  . — The  rivers  have  been  prac¬ 
tically  unfishable  until  the  last  few  days,  when  the 
frost  has  given  way  a  little.  I  fished  the  Tanfield  Club 
water  on  Tuesday,  and  killed  twelve  grayling  averaging 
half  a  pound ;  the  huge  masses  of  ice  are  breaking  up,  and 
during  the  day  I  had  to  keep  a  sharp  look  out  to  avoid 
them,  as  they  came  floating  down  behind  me. — F.  M. 
AA’allbran. 


[January  14,  1893 


Scotch  Reports. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — Before  the  following 
notes  are  in  print,  this  river  will  have  opened  for 
salmon  and  trout  angling,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
at  the  time  I  write  the  prospects  are  not  particularly 
bright,  but  the  opposite.  For  several  weeks  past  we  have 
had  a  succession  of  snowfalls,  and  always  accompanied 
by  very  severe  frost.  On  several  days  of  last  week  the 
thermometer  showed  20  degrees  of  frost,  being  the 
lowest  indication  for  a  number  of  years.  The  conse¬ 
quence  has  been  that  the  river  has  become  very  low  and 
clear  as  crystal,  while  many  parts  of  it  are  entirely  frozen 
over ;  add  to-all  this  the  very  low  temperature  of  the  water, 
and  the  look  out  is  not  a  hopeful  one.  That  there  are 
some  new'  fish  already  on  the  lower  reaches  I  have 
no  doubt,  but,  until  milder  weather  and  a  thaw 
comes,  sport  will  be  fair.  I  have  not  yet  heard  who  are 
to  be ‘‘ first  in  the  field,”  but  as  the  state  of  matters 
becomes  known,  sportsmen  will  not  be  in  any  hurry  com, 
ing  north.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  a  change  of 
weather  is  not  far  off,  and  when  a  real  thaw  does 
come,  it  will  cause  a  big  rush  of  water,  as  there  are 
immense  quantities  of  snow  on  the  hills  and  along  the 
watershed.  Sea  fishing  has  been  doing  little  for  some 
time,  the  weather  not  being  favourable.  Herrings  do  not 
seem  to  be  very  plentiful  on  the  coast  yet,  the  best 
catches  only  being  a  few  hundred  for  each  boat. — S.  C. 

Irisli  Reports. 

Ballinderry, — The  water  is  falling  at  the  carries,  and 
no|  doubt  if  the  watchers  and  the  constabulary  be  not 
doubly  vigilant,  poachers  will  be  on  the  war-path 
towards  the  close  of  the  week.  As  far  as  I  can  learn, 
only  about  two  dozen  salmon  were  gaffed  at  Ardtrea, 
Coagh,  and  Cloghog  weirs  this  season,  owing  to  the 
height  of  the  water,  but  the  lower  reaches  were  re¬ 
peatedly  swept  by  the  fishers  from  Lough  Neagh. 
Neither  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  nor  the  bailiffs  have 
had  a  single  prosecution  as  yet. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone).— This  stream  is  keep¬ 
ing  at  winter  level,  but  should  soon  rise  owing  to  the 
melting  of  the  snow  on  the  mountains  and  higher  hills 
in  Tyrone,  Armagh,  and  Monaghan.  AVhere  the  stream 
runs  through  the  last-named  county  a  little  pike  spin¬ 
ning  is  reported  from  the  small  tributaries.  At  Benburb 
the  spawning  of  salmon  is  almost  over,  and,  barring  the 
usual  amount  of  poaching,  has  been  very  good.  — 

Lough  Melvin.— Messrs.  Carty,  of  Clery,  lessees  of 
the  Bundrowes  fishery,  reiiort  having  seen  numbers  of 
large  salmon  passing  from  the  sea  into  the  river.  This 
is  very  satisfactory.  The  netting  does  not  commence  at 
the  Bundrowes  where  the  Drowse  river  discharges  the 
■water  from  Lough  Melvin  into  the  sea,  until  the  1st  of 
Feb.  next,  so  that  the  anglers  frequenting  this  famous 
lake  may  on  that  date  expect  to  find  it  lairly  stocked 
■with  fresh  run  spring  fish.  Any  reader  of  your  paper 
desiring  any  further  information  can  obtain  same  on 
applying  to  Mr.  A.  Scott,  Garrison,  or  te  Michael  Rogan 
and  Sons,  Bridge  End,  Ballyshannon. — Innish-Owen. 

Maine  (co.  Antx^),— The  Maine,  which  holds  the 
best  spawning  beds  in  the  rivers  of  Antrim,  has  been 
well  frequented  by  salmon  and  lake  trout  in  the  past 
three  months.  A  little  poaching  was  indulged  in  by 
the  fraternity,  but  their  operations  were  limited  as 
compared  with  former  years.  S.  fario  have  nearly  all 
spawned.  Fishing  does  not  commence  for  six  weeks 
yet.  Some  of  the  best  reaches  are  preserved  by  Major 
J.  J.  Rowan,  himself  a  genuine  sportsman,  and  a  member 
of  the  local  board  of  conservators. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  and  Lo-wer  Bann.— The  Lower  Bannat  pre¬ 
sent  is  pretty  high  and  encumbered  with  ice  floes.  The 
spawning  season  for  so  far  has  been  nretty  favourable. 
The  floods  kept  gaffers  away  at  the'  weirs  and  fords’ 
though  some  harm  ivas  done  to  partially  spawned  fish  by 
the  floods  sweeping  them  off  the  redds,  which  themselves 
were  partially  injured  in  some  places.  The  number  of 
salmon  that  have  passed  np  to  the  sj^awning  beds  in  the 
tributaries  is  equal  to  that  of  any  season  previously.  No 
salmon  have  been  yet  observed  in  the  upper  stream,  and 
it  is  now  almost  certain  that  they  have  ceased  to  haunt 
it  owing  to  the  pollution.  Angling  does  not  open  till 
March  1.  Recently  some  half  dozen  of  nets  set  in  the 
river  were  seized  by  the  keepers. 


“Imperial”  Silver  Cup  Competition. — On  the 
8th  inst.,  the  club  room  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  South- 
wark-street,  Blackfriars-road,  London,  was  crowded 
with  angling  expectants,  but  there  no  fish.  Since  then 
the  iron  embrace  of  Jack  Frost  has  relaxed,  and  should 
the  clerical  individual  who  is  reputed  to  be  in  special 
charge  of  the  various  meteorological  departments  of  the 
universe  remain  in  the  same  mood,  there  may  be  some 
good  shows  of  fish  on  the  1.5th  inst.  Result  up  to  date  • 
Mr.  R.  H.  Morris  (Battersea  Friendly^  six  points ;  Mr. 
J .  AA'heelhouse  (Blackfriars  Angling  Society),  three 
points. — John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 


IloUotcay  s  OuUnunt  and  I'ilh  are  the  best,  cheapest,  anrtthemost 
popular  remedies  at  all  seasons,  and  under  all  circumstances  they 
may  be  used  with  safety  and  with  the  certainty  of  doing  good. 
Eruptions,  rashes,  and  all  descriptions  of  skin  diseases,  sores 
ulcerations  and  bums  are  presently  benefited  and  ultimately 
healing,  soothing,  and  purifying  medicaments. 
1  he  uintnient  rubbed  upon  the  abdomen  checks  all  tendency  to 
iiTitation  in  the  bowels,  and  averts  diarrlioea  and  other  disorders 
of  the  intestines  frequently  jirevailing  through  the  summer  and 
f  ruit  seasons.  Heat  lumps,  blotches,  pimples,  inflammations  of 
the  skin,  inuscuiar  pains,  neuralgic  affections,  and  enlarged  glands 
can  be  effectively  overcome  by  using  Holloway’s  remedies  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  instructions  accompanying  every  packet. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  AN  ANGLER. 


By  Major  “W.  G.  Tiirle. 


THE  RIVER  ANTON. 

The  proper  way,  no  doubt,  when  talking  about 
a  river,  is  to  begin  by  describing  it  from  the 
source,  but  the  Anton,  like  the  boy  in  Chevalier’s 
song,  is  such  a  little  chap,  and  the  springs  round 
East  Andover  so  numerous,  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  spot  the  exact  point  where  it  does  rise. 
Geologists  carry  it  right  away  to  Redenham, 
Appleshaw,  and  Renton  Mewsy,  but  the  popular 
voice,  less  ambitious,  fixes  the  source  of  the 
Anion  in  a  pretty  water  meadow,  bordered  by 
high  trees,  and  situated  a  few  feet  below  the  high 
road,  one  and  a-half  miles  to  the  north-east  of 
Andover. 

Even  here  it  is  little  more  than  a  ditch,  that 
any  horse,  with  the  spirit  of  a  mouse,  would  be 
able  to  negotiate.  But  it  is  a  ditch  with  aspira¬ 
tions,  for  already  at  the  railway  bridge,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  further  down,  it  is  full  of  small 
trout.  That  is,  it  used  to  be  in  my  younger  days, 
and  many  a  half  hour  I  had  with  them  in  the 
time  of  that  indomitable  sportsman,  the  late 
Colonel  Earle.  Yet,  if  ever  man  had  dis¬ 
advantages  to  overcome,  he  certainly  had.  For 
he  lost  the  use  of  one  eye  from  a  blow  of  a 
racquet  ball,  and  had  a  forefinger  and  thumb 
carried  away  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun.  Still,  in 
spite  of  all  this,  he  was  a  capital  hand  with  rod, 
gun,  or  cricket  bat.  His  fingers,  too,  were 
wonderfully  handy;  the  only  thing  that  troubled 
him  was  fastening  on  eyed  hooks.  It  is  an  old 


saying  that  some  people  can  manage  with  one 
hand  better  than  others  with  two,  and  his  was 
unquestionably  such  a  case. 

He  it  was  who,  some  years  ago,  when  fishing 
on  the  Newton  Stacey  waters,  flicked  off  his 
Clarke  Mayfly  and  about  two  yards  of  gut,  all  of 
which  was  afterwards  discovered  and  identified 
by  him,  ingeniously  woven  into  the  dainty,  corn- 
act  nest  of  a  reed  warbler.  It  still  exists,  the 
ook  and  gut  clearly  distinguishable  from  the 
rest  of  the  materials  in  the  nest,  but  so  firmly 
entwined  in  it,  that  it  would  be  next  to  impossible 
to  dislodge  them  without  tearing  it  to  pieces. 
But  after  genial,  kindly  Colonel  Earle  died,  I  had 
no  more  opportunities  of  fishing  the  upper  part 
of  the  Anton,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  the  river 
is  better  or  worse  now  than  then.  The  fish,  in  my 
time,  much  resembled  the  Devonshire  trout,  and 
were  almost  as  active  in  jumping  at  a  fly,  so  that 
it  required  a  sharp  turn  of  the  wrist  to  hook  them. 

The  bustling  little  river  receives  its  first  re¬ 
inforcement  in  the  shape  of  the  Charlton  stream, 
and  where  the  two  join  (a  quarter  of  a  mile  above 
the  railway  bridge)  I  have  seen  fish  up  to  one 
pound  in  weight.  Immediately  after  this  it  enters 
the  precincts  of  Andover  itself,  running  through 
Cricklade,  the  property  of  F.  Ellen,  Esq.,  then 
alongside  the  Andover  and  Southampton  Railway, 
till  it  reaches  Bridge-street,  the  centre  of  the 
town.  About  here  the  fish  are  plentiful,  and  of  a 
good  size.  But  where  they  most  do  love  to  con¬ 
gregate  is  round  the  town  sewer,  just  below  the 
bridge,  fine  fellows,  who  often  fall  victims  to  a  hook 
and  a  piece  of  bread. 

Tunneling  itself  across  Bridge-street,  the  river 
flows  for  some  little  distance,  amongst  gardens 
and  orchards,  mostly  belonging  to  Miller,  the 
nurseryman.  Excellent  sport  used  to  be  had  here 
in  the  palmy  days  of  the  Anton  Club,  the  upper 
boundary  of  whose  fishing  very  nearly  joined 
these  grounds.  I  have  often  put  up  my  horse  for 
an  hour  and  had  a  chuck  at  the  fish  here,  attended 
with  great  success.  Thanks  to  the  club,  the  river 
was  always  well  stocked,  whilst  the  trout  ran  up 
to  a  pound  and  a-half  in  weight.  Still,  fishing 
was  not  at  all  easy,  for  the  boughs  of  the  fruit 
trees  were  always  in  the  way,  and  could  not  be 
treated  like  common  bushes,  for  fear  of  shaking 
off  the  fruit,  which  was  rather  a  bother.  But, 
after  all,  what  genuine  angler  would  care  for 
sport  unattended  by  dangers  or  difficulties  P  Fish¬ 
ing  on  strange  waters  always  had  a  fascination 
for  me,  though  I  must  say  I  never  had  much 
opportunity  of  trying  my  luck  beyond  Hamp¬ 
shire  ;  still,  if  one  only  keeps  one’s  eyes  open, 
there  is  plenty  of  variety  to  be  had  even  in  this 
small  corner  of  the  world. 

The  old  Anton  Club  fishing  commenced,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  at  Pitt’s  flour  mills,  and  extended  to  'West- 
over,  below  Clatford,  skipping  a  piece  (and  a  very 
good  piece)  on  which  was  formerly  situated  the 
paper  mills  of  F.  Giles,  Esq.  Three  years  ago 
the  mill  was  pulled  down,  and  the  propert}'  passed 
into  the  hands  of  J.  Forster,  Esq.,  who  has  built 
himself  a  charming  red-brick  residence  in  its 
place.  The  fall  of  water  that  once  used  to  turn 
the  mill  wheel  now  serves  to  work  a  dynamo 
machine,  which  supplies  the  house  with  electric 
light.  A  pretty  though  startling  effect  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  Forster  having  fixed  electric  lights 
on  the  trees,  at  intervals,  between  the  road  and 
the  house.  As  with  the  wave  of  a  fairy  wand 
night  is  turned  into  day  to  speed  the  parting 
guests,  but  no  sooner  is  the  gate  closed  behind 
them,  than  click — and  all  is  darkness  once  more. 

The  Anton  Club,  run  by  Mr.  Fowle,  better 
known  by  the  name  of  Corporal  Fowle,  one  of  our 
earliest  volunteers,  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  fly 
fishermen,  for  it  had  much  to  recommend  it.  In 
the  first  place  it  was  within  easy  distance  of 
London,  close  to  a  good-sized  town,  with  a  capital 
service  of  trains,  whilst  the  fishing  was  so  fortu¬ 
nately  situated  that  it  might  be  said  to  have  a 
station  at  each  end,  Andover  and  Clatford.  With 
these  advantages,  together  with  pretty  water,  well 
stocked  with  fish,  and  a  good  rise  of  fly — what 
could  angler  desire  more  ? 

The  club  consisted  of  fifteen  members  at  £25 
each,  numbering  amongst  them  some  of  the  best 
performers  of  the  day.  The  late  Francis  Francis 
was  an  honorary  member,  and  always  had  a  great 
affection  for  the  Anton,  making  a  point  of  visiting 
it  once  or  twice  a  year.  Everything  in  the  club 
was  capitally  managed,  even  to  the  keeping  up  of 
a  good  stock  of  fish,  in  spite  of  the  unenviable 


reputation  Andover  has  always  possessed  for 
harbouring  some  of  the  most  expert  poachers,  both 
on  land  and  water.  Unfortunately,  though  the 
club  exists  no  more,  the  poachers  are  still  flourish¬ 
ing,  as  the  neighbourhood  knows  to  its  cost.  The 
cause  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  Anton  CluV)  was, 

I  believe,  the  removal  of  Mr.  Fowle  to  Ascot,  to 
superintend  some  brick  works  he  owned  there. 

Since  then  most  of  the  water  has  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Duplessix,  who  has  bought  some 
parts  and  rents  others,  and  I  am  told  that  lately 
the  fish  have  fallen  off  greitly  in  size.  But  this, 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  the  case  with  most  rivers 
about  here,  and  almost  entirely  due  to  the  present 
system  of  turning  in  such  large  quantities  of 
artificially-reared  trout,  and  also  to  the  sharp 
look-out  kept  upon  the  jack  nowadays.  Both  the 
Anton  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Test  are  over¬ 
stocked,  and  the  average  of  the  fish  is  falling  off 
year  by  year.  The  consequence  is  that  the  trout 
multiply  in  such  numbers  that  there  is  not  enough 
food  in  the  rivers  to  allow  them  to  develop  fully. 
On  Newton  Stacy  water,  for  instance,  the  average 
weight,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  was  nearly  two 
pounds :  it  is  now  scarcely  one  pound  and  a 
quarter. 

'Whether  this  is  a  disadvantage  or  not  can  only 
be  decided  by  each  individual  angler  for  himself, 
being  a  question  of  quality  versus  quantity.  For 
my  part,  on  the  whole  I  am  inclined  to  give 
quantity  the  preference,  for  though  it  makes  a 
man  proud  and  happy  to  be  able  to  haul  out  a 
grand  specimen,  one  fish  hardly  constitutes  a 
good  day’s  sport.  On  the  other  hand,  two  or 
three  brace  of  fish,  taken  at  intervals  during  the 
day,  are  likely  to  afford  more  extended  amuse¬ 
ment  and  occupation.  In  the  present  overstocked 
state  of  the  rivers,  even  when  the  majority  of  the 
fish,  knowing  there  is  no  fly  on,  take  very  good 
care  not  to  show  themselves,  here  and  there  one 
more  silly  or  hungry  than  its  fellows  is  pretty- 
certain  to  be  found  and  captured.  The  only  place 
where  the  fish  are  both  plentiful  and  keep  up  a 
good  average  weight  is  on  the  Houghton  Club 
water. 

At  Longbridge,  one  mile  south  of  Andover,  the 
Anton  is  joined  by  the  Pill  Brook,  a  little  stream 
which  rises  close  to  Kimpton,  and  is  nearly  as 
long  as  the  Anton  itself,  but  much  less  in  size. 
It  was  but  a  poor  little  stream  until  the  Marquess 
of  Winchester  undertook  the  regeneration  of  it, 
when  it  flows  through  his  property  at  Amport, 
and  by  dint  of  digging,  delving,  damming, 
creating  artificial  falls,  widening,  and  improving 
in  every  way,  made  insignificant  Pill  Brook  into 
a  fishable  stream  containing  trout  upwards  of  a 
pound  in  weight.  It  is  worth  the  while  of  any¬ 
one  contemplating  the  formation  of  a  trout 
stream  to  pay  Pill  Brook  a  visit  at  Amport,  in 
order  to  see  what  can  be  done  for  a  mere  rivulet 
by  means  of  patience,  perseverance,  and  that  fin 
de  si'eele  god.  Money. 

Away  the  river  starts  from  Amport  in  its 
renovated  form,  running  parallel  with  the  chalk 
downs,  past  the  picturesque  entrenchment  of 
Bury  Hill  on  the  one  side  and  Messrs.  Taskers’ 
busy  Waterloo  ironworks  on  the  other.  The 
neighbourhood  of  Andover  must  have  been  a 
very  unquiet  one  in  times  gone  by,  for  there  is 
hardly  a  hill  in  the  vicinity  but  can  show  a 
Roman,  Saxon,  British,  or  Danish  entrenchment 
on  its  side  or  summit ;  Danebury  Hill,  Rooks- 
bury,  Quarley,  Tidbury,  Van-dyke,  Devil’s  Ditch, 
and  ever  so  many  more  can  all  tell  their  tales  of 
old,  when  men  were  bold  and  quarrelsome. 

The  Waterloo  works,  though  nominally  belong¬ 
ing  to  Upper  Clatford,  really  forms  a  village  of 
itself,  almost  entirely  inhabited  by  the  proprietors 
and  their  work  people.  It  is  quite  a  model  one. 
with  schools,  workmen’s  institute  and  hall,  all 
supported  by  Messrs.  Tasker.  The  river  hero 
is  not  preserved.  There  is  a  pretty  piece  of 
water,  however,  just  below  Taskers’,  owned  by  H. 
Hammans,  Esq ,  who  has  spared  no  expense  in 
making  the  most  of  it.  Two  years  ago  he  turned 
in  twenty-five  pounds’  worth  of  trout  from  the 
Itchen,  whose  well-being  he  watched  over  with 
the  greatest  anxiety.  But,  just  as  they  were 
getting  takeable  fish,  a  sad  accident  oocurred, 
which  brought  the  whole  of  them  to  an  untimely 
end,  with  one  fell  swoop. 

Taskers’  part  of  the  river  became  much  choked 
with  mud,  and  had  to  be  cleaned.  Unfortunately, 
I  instead  of  cleaning  the  mud  out  on  to  the  banks, 
the  workmen  as  a  quicker  and  easier  method  sent 
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it  rolling  through  a  hatchway,  which  formed  the 
boundary  between  Mr.  Ilamman’s  and  their  own 
part  of  the  water.  Onward  it  came,  a  tremendous 
volume  of  thick,  black,  suffocating  matter,  sur¬ 
rounding  and  smothering  every  one  of  the  poor 
fish,  who  were  taken  out  dead  by  the  bucketful. 
I  am  told  Messrs.  Taskers  were  much  distressed 
at  the  catastrophe.  Still,  that  did  not  help  Mr. 
Hammans  rnucli,  who,  in  addition  to  losing  his 
fish,  had  his  water  completely  clogged  up  with 
mud,  which  most  riparian  owners  would  have 
sent  on  to  their  next  neighbour.  But  he  being  a 
true  sportsman,  carefully  avoided  a  recurrence 
of  the  calamity,  by  having  the  offending  mud 
properly  cleaned  out  on  to  the  banks. 

From  the  junction  of  the  I’ill  Brook  and  the 
Anton  to  Clatford  bridge,  the  water  winds 
through  open  meadows,  after  which  the  banks 
become  thickly  wooded  on  either  side,  so  that 
wading  is  necessary  down  to  the  iron  bridge. 
Then  follows  a  straight  canal-like  piece  of  river, 
with  a  good  path  on  the  right  bank ;  it  fishes 
best  from  the  latter.  Several  years  ago,  when 
the  paper  mills  were  still  standing,  F.  Giles,  Esq  , 
the  proprietor,  and  his  opposite  neighbour,  had  a 
hitter  dispute  over  the  fishing  at  this  point.  The 
feeling  ran  so  high  that  one  day  the  opposing 
parties  each  collected  a  boatful  of  men,  who  met 
in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  and  there  ensued  a 
regular  naval  encounter,  in  which  one  man  barely 
escaped  drowning,  whilst  another  nearly  had  his 
ribs  stoved  in.  Eventually,  the  matter  was 
settled  in  the  law  courts,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  lawyers,  if  not  to  that  of  the  litigants,  who 
had  to  pay  some  thirteen  hundred  pounds  for 
their  afternoon’s  amusement. 

Below  the  hatches  of  the  old  mill  is  a  round, 
shallow,  wide  pool,  full  of  fish  ;  and  beyond  the 
pool  the  water  takes  a  bend  round  a  small  island 
and  joins  the  main  river  again  at  the  celebrated 
Lady  Mead.  This  is  a  noted  piece  of  fishing — 
slow  running,  wide,  and  pretty  deep,  when  the 
fish  are  nearly  always  rising.  There  is  no  spot 
on  the  Test  or  Anton  to  which  I  would  rather 
take  a  friend  than  here  if  I  wanted  to  make  sure 
of  his  getting  a  fish.  Colonel  Earle  once  rented 
the  water  for  a  time,  and  gave  me  many  an  excel¬ 
lent  day’s  sport  on  it.  Little  Carter  was  generally 
my  most  successful  fly.  From  Westover  to 
where  the  Anton  joins  the  Teat  the  right  bank 
belongs  to  the  Red  Rice  estate,  and  the  left  to 
W.  Isemonger,  Esq.,  who  leases  it  to  Dr.  Cheadle. 
The  lower  part  of  the  water  used  to  be  splendid 
for  Mayfly,  but  I  have  never  seen  any  above 
Westover. 

About  twelve  years  ago  a  rather  amusing 
incident  occurred  on  a  little  stream  draining  off' 
the  water  meadows  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above 
Fullerton  Station.  The  owner — or  the  squire,  as 
he  is  called  in  this  neighbourhood — was  fishing 
the  main  river  and  asked  me  to  try  the  little 
stream,  which  I  did,  nothing  loath,  and  made 
(with  Mayfly)  such  a  phenomenal  bag  as  fairly  to 
astonish  both  him  and  his  keeper.  The  latter 
could  not  understand  it  at  all,  for  he  had  never 
hadtouch  opinion  of  that  particular  water,  so  I  ad¬ 
vised  the  squire  to  try  it  himself  the  next  day.  On 
our  way  home  we  met  a  mutual  friend,'also  a  fisher¬ 
man,  who,  seeing  the  .=port  we  had  bad,  was 
anxious  to  try  his  hand  too,  and  asked  if  the 
squire  would  not  give  him  a  day. 

“  You  may  go  to-morrow  and  fish  anywhere 
you  like,  provided  you  leave  the  water  meadow 
stream  alone,”  was  the  reply. 

D.  accepted  the  condition  readily,  and  set  out 
early  next  morning  to  see  wdiat  luck  was  in  store 
for  him.  Now,  it  is  a  curious  psychological  fact 
that,  from  the  days  of  Eve  onward,  mankind  have 
ever  displayed  a  peculiar  inclination  for  doing 
what  they  are  forbidden.  The  more  1).  thought 
over  the  matter  the  more  firmly  convinced  he 
bet'ame  that  the  water  meadow  stream  was  the 
one  spot  he  desired  to  fish.  It  was  there,  he 
knew,  that  we  had  made  our  haul,  and  was 
naturally  anxious  to  go  and  do  likewise.  Whilst 
he  was  thinking  and  longing  he  saw  the  squire 
getting  into  the  Andover  train,  for,  as  1  have 
already  said,  the  stream  and  station  are  close 
together. 

“  Off  to  London  for  the  day  at  least,”  thought 
D.  with  a  throb  of  joy.  “  I  really  think  I  might 
venture  to  try  the  stream,”  which  he  straightway 
did,  and  found  the  water  realised  his  expectations 
so  completely  that  he  forgot  all  else.  So  absorbed 
was  he  that  he  never  noticed  how  time  passed,  or 


even  troubled  to  look  up  when  the  return  train 
from  Andover  stopped  at  the  station,  though  it 
would  have  been  well  for  him  had  he  done  so.  At 
last  he  was  roused  by  hearing  some  one  come  up 
sharply  behind  him,  and  an  angry  voice  demanding 
what  he  meant  by  fishing  there.  He  turned  round 
in  haste,  and  found  himself,  to  his  horror,  face  to 
face  with  the  squire,  just  returned  from  Andover. 
He  had  gone  up  by  one  train  and  back  by  the 
next,  and  so  caught  D.  red-handed.  Boor  D. 
never  got  another  day’s  fishing  on  that  water. 

The  Anton  joins  the  Test  just  below  Fullerton 
Mill,  a  most  picturesque  spot.  It  seems  expressly 
made  for  the  benefit  of  artists  and  lovers  of  the 
artistic  in  nature,  as  a  perfect  ideal  of  what  a 
mill  ought  to  be.  Whether  the  inhabitants  find 
its  interior  equally  delightful  I  don’t  know ;  it 
looks  as  if  it  was  not  quite  watertight  in  parts, 
but  that,  to  cjuote  a  popular  author,  is  another 
story.  Although  the  fish  in  the  Anton  are  not 
equal  to  those  of  the  Test,  either  in  regard  to  size 
or  colour,  it  is  a  sporting,  well  cared  for  little 
river,  and  so  much  appreciated  that  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  single  yard  of  it  to  be  rented  for 
love  or  money. 


WINTRY  WEATHER  SALMON  FISH¬ 
ING.— ‘‘ PETER  DONE  FOR. 


By  TEE  Old  Gudgeon. 


It  was  a  dull  raw  day  in  February,  1879. 
London  still  lay  in  her  unattractive  winter 
habiliments.  I  sat  in  a  little  stuffy  room  in 
Borough-road,  my  head  leaning  heavily  on  my 
cold  clammy  hands,  my  eyes  wearily  watching 
the  last  efforts  of  ati  expiring  fire.  I  had,  to  my 
intense  satisfaction,  balanced  a  perverse  ledger. 
I  had  dashed  it  with  vicious  energy  into  the 
coldest  corner  of  my  office. 

I  felt  better  after  this  action  had  been  per¬ 
formed.  My  w'ork  was  finished  for  the  day,  and 
I  was  not  to  resume  duty  until  a  fortnight  had 
passed  away. 

I  was  tired,  else  I  should  have  given  noisier 
expression  to  my  pleasure  than  that  afforded  by 
the  plaintive  whistle  which,  pitched  wrongly  and 
crowded  with  semitones,  escaped  my  lips  to  lose 
itself  up  the  chimney. 

I’resently  my  door  was  hurriedly  opened  to 
admit  a  flying  envelope,  then  closed  with  a 
bang. 

I  glanced  carelessly  at  the  missive  as  it  lay  at 
feet,  but  noticing  a  northern  post-mark,  some¬ 
what  excitedly  picked  it  up.  A  brief  perusal  of 
the  few  lines  inside  had  an  effect  not  unlike  that 
produced  by  a  glass  of  “  Glenlivet.”  London  in 
its  dejection  passed  from  view  and  from  mind. 
Pleasant  pictures  of  Deeside  and  the  bonnie  Dee 
rose  before  me,  and  I  saw  through  a  Scottish 
haze  the  Cairngorms  loom  darkly  distant. 

With  an  alertness  that  “totting”  had  not 
slain,  I  jumped  upon  my  stool,  and,  passing  my 
hand  along  a  dusty  shelf,  brought  down  a  bulky 
pocket-book.  Opening  it  carefully,  I  lovingly 
looked  upon  an  array  of  neatly  arranged  fly- 

hooks.  Sandy  D -  had  given  them  me  in  a 

present.  He  was  now  expecting  me  north,  and — 
kindly  soul — had  asked  me  to  be  his  guest. 

A  day,  cheerless  in  its  slcetiness,  passed,  to 
me,  slowly  away,  and  when  the  light  of  another 
battled  with  the  fog,  I  was  carried  away  by  the 
N.B.  train  from  King’s  Cross. 

Sandy  had  spoken  of  possible  sport  in  his 
letter ;  my  rod  was  not  forgotten  if  my  ’bacca 
pouch  was  left  behind.  For  some  hundred  miles 
I  was  bored  to  death  (or  nearly  so)  by  a  garrulous 
cockney  who  was  bound  for  Edinburgh,  and  who, 
finding  I  was  a  Scotchman,  persistently  ci’oss- 
questioned  me  regarding  the  manners  and  cus¬ 
toms  that  prevailed  in  the  “land  o’  cakes.” 
“They  haint  got  no  trousers,  I  believe,”  he  said, 
with  an  interrogatory  squint  and  a  qi;e:r  smile. 
“  No,”  I  said,  “  they  wear  brecks.” 

“A  sort  of  kilt  1  suppose  .*  ” 

“  Yes,  some  of  them  are  wide  enough.” 

“No  chance  of  a  good  feed,  I  daresay,  unless 
you  can  take  porridge  ?  ” 

I  asked  him  if  he  had  been  at  school,  and  he 
left  the  com])artment  at  the  next  stoi)ping-place. 

I  was  engaged  drawing  an  extraordinary  fish 
from  a  very  strangely  coloured  river,  when  a 
stentorian  voice  shouted  me  awake  with  “  Come 
awa’  mon,an’  nae  sleep  there  a’  nicht.”  “  Hallo  ! 


Sandy,  are  we  at  Aberdeen  already  ?  ”  “  An’ 

time  tult  I’m  thinkin’,  ye’re  nearly  an  ’oor  late.” 

Beside  a  glowing  fire  I  enjoyed  the  “  cakes  ” 
that  I  suppose  were  associated  in  my  cockney 
friend’s  mind  with  porridge,  and,  having  booked 
for  Dee  Station,  we  were  soon  whirling  towards 
“  Skirlie,”  the  pleasant  residence  of  my  friend 
Sandy. 

The  air  was  keen,  the  stars  brightly  gathered 
round  the  greater  luminary,  and  the  Dee  threw 
from  her  rippling  waters  a  thousand  corruscatious 
of  brilliancy  as  we  left  the  little  Deeside  cabin. 

The  road  to  “  Skirlie  ”  was  a  very  eccentric 
one.  Now  we  were  seemingly  a  long  distance 
from  the  river,  and  anon  we  found  ourselves  quite 
close  to  it.  Trees  there  were  in  abundance,  but 
gaunt  and  ghostly  they  stood,  like  an  army  of 
skeletons,  with  form  but  no  life.  “  Skirlie  ”  stood 
upon  a  wood-clad  brae.  As  we  slowly  walked  up 
the  carefully-cleared  pathway  that  led  to  the 
door,  I  cast  a  backward  and  downward  glance 

On  the  river,  where 

Fell  here  and  there  through  the  branches  a  tremulous 
gleam  of  the  moonlight. 

Like  the  sweet  thoughts  of  love  on  a  darkened  and 
devious  spirit. 

Across,  the  valley  rose  an  irregular  forest  of 
trees,  that  seemed  to  brush  the  stars  from  their 
blue  setting  each  time  they  gently  swayed  in  the 
wind  that,  not  boisterous,  but  active,  set  them  in 
motion. 

“  When  there’s  nae  muckle  daein’  in  the 
fushing,”  Sandy,  with  his  gun  and  his  favourite 
doggie,  is  as  often  in  the  woods  as  he  is  on  the 
water. 

Stretching  away  west  in  purple  gloom  were  the 
Cairngorm  mountains,  and  through  an  opening 
in  the  trees  I  could  see  south,  a  few  farmhouses 
with  cosily-lit  windows.  “  Come  awa’  in  ;  fou 
are  ye  ?  ” 

Such  a  treat  after  my  long  journey,  with  its 
preceding  associations  of  fog  and  melancholia. 
The  blazing  log  in  the  ample  fireplace  spluttering 
the  warmest  of  welcomes ;  the  spotless  tablecloth, 
on  which  were  daintily  set  the  plain  but  delight¬ 
ful  viands  that  fill  a  Scotch  larder ;  the  plainly, 
but  tastefully-furnished  parlour,  commonly  called 
“  the  room,”  where  every  evidence  of  earnest 
labour  was  seen,  from  polished  fireirons  to  glisten¬ 
ing  mahogany ;  the  pleasant  face  of  my  hostess, 
who,  in  immaculate  apron,  busily,  but  not  fussily, 
attended  to  our  wants ;  and  the  quiet  pleasure  of 
Sandy  at  my  appearance  in  his  home— all  con¬ 
tributed  to  chase  weariness  away  and  rouse  from 
sluggard  life  the  “  laugh  of  long  ago.” 

Supper  finished,  we  adjourned  “  ben  the  hoose,” 
where  pipes  were  speedily  found  and  tumblers 
filled  with  toddy  of  the  real  native  Lochnagar. 
The  evening  wore  on  and  auld  accjuaintances 
dropped  in  to  roughly  but  kindly  squeeze  my 
fingers,  and  sincerely  inquire  “Hoo  are  ye  gettiti' 
on  i’  Lunnon  ?  ”  Soon  a  considerable  circle  was 
formed  round  the  fire.  Jess  (Sandy’s  wife)  found 
it  necessary  to  leave  us,  and,  free  from  the  pos¬ 
sible  charge  of  selfishness,  we  jocosed  unre¬ 
strainedly  on  things  masculine.  My  old  fishing 
antagonist,  Donald  Maepherson,  was  present, 
and  very  few  words  provoked  a  friendly  con¬ 
troversy.  Of  course  we  differed  in  our  methods 
of  fish  deception.  He  stuck,  however,  with  cha¬ 
racteristic  stubbornness,  to  past  habit,  and 
eventually  I  made  a  w’ager.  There  was  a  big 
pool  close  to  what  was  termed  the  “  Shakkin’ 
briggie,”  a  structure  that  crossed  the  Dee  about 
a  mile  from  “  Skirlie,”  known  as  Peter’s  Pot.  An 
angling  Peter  of  byegone  days  was  the  great 
patron  of  this  pool,  hence  its  name.  But  now  there 
was  in  it  a  salmon  of  immense  size,  facetiou.sly 
termed  Peter,  that  hitherto  had  been  too  fly. 
He  was  said  to  make  it  his  home  the  whole 
season  through,  year  after  year,  when  he  came  up 
from  the  sea.  Donald  defied  me  to  catch  Peter 
with  the  bait  I  had  so  strongly  defended.  The 
challenge  was  accepted,  and,  “  rain  or  shine,” 
“  snaw  or  sleet,”  we  were  next  day  to  try  our  skill. 
Next  day  chanced  to  be  “  Festerins  e’en,”  and, 
in  consideration  of  a  probable  victory,  we  were  to 
meet  in  the  evening  at  “Skirlie”  to  introduce 
“  Peter  ”  to  our  “  sauty  bannocks.”  The  prospect 
of  such  a  treat  brought  hungry  tears  to  Sandy’s 
eyes.  Good-nights  were  said,  and  in  dreamland 
my  success  was  prognosticated. 

*  *  * 

“  Great  Scot !  here’s  a  case,”  I  exclaimed,  as, 
entering  Sandy’s  cosy  kitchen  the  following 
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morning  I  found  him  watching  from  hia  window, 
with  an  amused  smile,  the  whirling  snowflakes 
fall.  “  Ay,  my  lad,  ye’ll  hae  a  fine  jobbie  afore  ye 
the  day.”  I  puckered  my  brow,  but  said  little.  I 
was  tempted  to  ask  the  sarcastic  Donald  to  post¬ 
pone  the  contest ;  only  my  resolution  to  do  this 
faltered  before  an  imaginary  portrait  of  that 
worthy’s  triumphant  face.  “  Ye  surely  winna  fish 
the  day  ?  ”  remarked  Mrs.  Sandy  reproachfully. 
“  I  must,”  was  my  reply,  as,  wrapping  myself 
well  up  in  ulster,  hood,  and  gloves,  and  care¬ 
fully  adjusting  my  sou-’wester,  I  crossed  the 
threshold. 

“  Dinna  come  hame  withoot  ‘  Peter,’  ”  cried 
Randy  from  the  door-step.  I  vaguely  moved  my 
head,  and  hurried  on.  There  had  been  a  very 
keen  frost  during  the  night,  for  I  felt  my  heels 
several  times  smash  up  some  diminutive  lake  that 
lay  glossily  under  the  snow.  Donald  was,  as  I 
expected,  first  upon  the  scene  of  action.  He  was 
accompanied  by  a  ghillie  acquaintance,  a  tall, 
bushy-haired  man,  with  “Tam  O’Shanter” 
bonnet  and  thick  wool  “  mittens.”  He  hailed 
from  the  mountains.  “  She’s  colt,”  he  said  ;  I 
didn’t  contradict  him,  but,  giving  Donald  a 
glance  and  nod,  asked  if  he  was  ready  to  begin. 
“  Lang  ago,”  was  hia  response.  “  Fire  away, 
then,”  I  said,  and  the  battle  began.  For  some 
time  we  fished  in  silence,  Donald  on  the  one  side, 
I  on  the  other,  and  each  pausing  briefly  to  clear 
the  vision  by  the  ejection  of  snow,  which  was 
whirled  about  with  blood-chilling  intensity,  to  the 
accompaniment  of  a  weird  wailing  wind.  The 
ghillie  slolidly  stood  by,  with  his  “  mittened  ” 
hands  thrust  into  his  pockets  for  additional 
heat. 

“Ha!”  The  exclamation  came  from  Donald, 
and  simultaneously  something  light  went  flying 
through  the  air.  “  He’s  caught  him,”  I  muttered 
sarcastically,  as  I  sawed  my  gudgeon  through  the 
pot  in  the  momentary  expectation  of  my  pub¬ 
lished  defeat.  “That’s  nae  Peter,  onyway,”  was 
the  next  utterance  I  heard,  and  hope  rose  within 
me,  as,  through  the  clearing  drifting,  I  saw  a 
three  ounce  trout  walloping  among  the  snow. 
Once  more  we  both  tempted  “  Peter,”  but  that 
rugged  disciple  of  safety  refused  betrayal.  The 
snow  was  now  falling  so  thickly,  and  the  wind 
was  blowing  so  fitfully,  that  only  our  Scottish 
obstinacy  of  disposition  excused  the  continuance 
of  sport  (?). 

Not  long  after,  Donald  betrayed  much  more 
excitement,  and  silently,  but  swiftly,  left  the  pool 
in  pursuit  of  a  “  catch  ”  lower  down,  where  he 
had  noticed  a  big  boil.  T,  however,  fished  on  in 
the  pool.  I  was  desperately  cold,  and  the  storm 
was  increasingly  merciless.  The  ghillie,  like  a 
huge  snow  man,  walked  backwards  and  forwards 
to  prevent  the  drowsiness  of  freezing,  and  with 
numb  fingers  I  grasped  my  rod  and  with  failing 
energy  “jiggled”  (perforce)  my  line. 

•ife  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

^  ^  ^  “Tr  ^  •TV 

The  gloom  of  a  winter’s  afternoon  was  quickly 
increasing — the  wind  had  softened  just  a  little, 
but  the  snow  yet  thickly  fell.  I  was  standing  in 
a  semi-unconscious  state,  moodily  staring  into  the 
“  pot.”  when  a  strange,  pale  light  gleamed  down 
upon  the  water.  Looking  up  I  saw  a  rift  in  the 
clouds.  One  great  star  shone  brilliantly  through 
it,  and  it  seemed  to  speak  courage.  How  weirdly 
beautiful  was  the  scene,  as  I  paused  to  glance 
upwards.  Mountains  of  white  around  and  above 
me.  and,  like  a  wall  of  glistening  spears,  stood  the 
white  woods.  For  a  brief  season  that  star 
twinkled  encouragement,  then  it  was  suddenly 
hid,  and  simultaneously  with  its  disappearance,  and 
as  my  gudgeon  wobbled  close  to  the  edge  of  a  great 
ledge  of  rock,  I  felt  a  heavy  drag,  followed  by  a 
wave  in  the  pot,  and  a  gleam  as  of  a  huge  silver 
biir,  and,  scrambling  up  the  bank,  away  from  the 
pool,  ’mid  crackling  ice  and  deceptive  snowdrift, 
1  was  holding  grim  death  into — yes,  I  knew  it, 
Peter.  Up  the  river  he  went  with  that  im¬ 
petuosity  for  ever  associated  with  his  name.  I 
reeled  in  as  I  ran,  for  there  were  reefs  and 
boulders  further  up,  large  and  cruel,  and  over  them 
I  should  have  to  heave  the  line.  Above  the  “  Shak- 
kin’  briggie  ”  the  river  is  wide  and  stony,  and,  to 
secure  a  good  angle  on  the  line  and  prevent  it 
drowmirg,  I  kept  well  above  the  “  disciple.” 

I  was  standing  with  one  leg  above  the  knee  in 
a  drift  of  snow,  and  the  other  precariously  propped 
by  an  ice-covered  tree  stump,  playing  the  fish  up 
and  down,  when  Peter  exhil)ited  another  trait  of 
character  by  suddenly  rushing  back  to  his  eld 


haunt  the  pool.  Tenaciously  he  stuck  to  this 
place  for  some  minutes,  when,  as  I  slacked  the 
line,  over  a  ledge  he  sliddered  four  feet  high  ;  and 
then  tumbling,  scrambling,  runr.ing,  and  pausing 
by  turns,  I  was  after  him  into  the  rapids.  A 
grand  struggle  that  was,  and,  to  intensify  matters, 
the  wind  rose  and  angrily  blew  the  icy  flakes  into 
my  eyes.  I  was  in  a  critical  position.  Donald 
had  said,  in  speaking  of  a  supposed  capture,  that 
no  fish  could  be  taken  down  the  way  I  was  going, 
but  excitement  made  me  sanguine,  plus  a  little 
knowledge  gained  elsewhere.  Every  time  Peter 
reached  the  ledge  (and  I  had  to  strain  my  dim¬ 
ming  eyes  to  watch  for  obstacles),  I  staked  line  to 
let  him  drop.  But  at  last,  after  the  most  difficult 
chase  I  ever  had,  I  reached  the  deep  water.  Half 
drowned,  but  still  perverse,  Peter  was  now  near¬ 
ing  his  doom.  The  ghillie,  glad,  I  suppose,  of  a 
run  to  save  his  freezing  life,  came  to  my  assist¬ 
ance  as  I  carefully  worked  him  on  to  the  beach. 
Soon  he  was  there,  was  gaffed,  was  mine. 

**■**#* 
When,  some  time  after  the  customary  hour,  I 
reached  “  Ski; lie,”  it  was  to  find  the  complacent 
Donaldconcoctingayarn  regarding  my  mysterious 
disappearance.  He  even  had  insinuated  that  he 
himself  had  nearly  caught  Peter /or  the  third  time, 
but  had,  owing  to  some  piece  of  ice  cutting  his 
line,  lost  him.  His  surprise  and  mortification 
may  be  imagined  when,  in  front  of  all,  I  unbagged 
the  veritable  Peter.  A  right  royal  feast  did  that 
28-pounder  of  a  spring  fish  prove,  and  in  cosy 
contemplation  cf  Mrs.  Sandy’s  good  things, 
animosities  were  forgotten,  and  even  Donald 
drowned  his  wrath  in  huge  bumpers  of  the  rale 
“  Lochnagar.” 


THE  POLLUTION  OF  THE  EDEN. 


The  Eden  Fishery  Board  has  at  length  taken 
the  bull  by  the  horns,  and  at  its  meeting  last 
Saturday  resolved,  by  eight  to  six,  to  send  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  the  report  of  the 
Pollution  Committee,  with  a  request  that  steps 
be  taken  to  secure  the  observance  of  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Act  of  1876. 

Mr.  Hesketh  Hodgson,  in  bringing  forward 
the  motion,  claimed  that  the  state  of  the  river 
below  the  outfall  of  the  Carlisle  sewage  justified 
the  resolution,  and  he  complained  that  the  Carlisle 
Corporation  had  not  treated  the  Fishery  Board 
with  that  courtesy  which  was  due  from  one  public 
body  to  another.  It  was  evident  that  the  Carlisle 
Corporation  would  take  no  voluntary  action,  and 
he  moved  the  resolution  in  the  hope  that  some 
pressure  would  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them  to 
remove  a  great  and  increasing  evil.  Some  gentle¬ 
men  had  suggested  that  the  County  Council  were 
the  proper  body  to  apply  to,  but  he  could  not 
agree  with  that.  He  had  carefully  looked  through 
the  text-book,  and  found  that  the  County  Council 
had  large  and  important  powers  as  regarded 
trade  pollution,  but  they  did  not  appear  to  have 
power  in  regard  to  sewage  pollution  any  more 
than  other  people  had.  Under  Part  2  of  the  Act, 
any  person  aggrieved  could  take  proceedings. 
There  was  a  saving  clause  as  to  the  use  of  the 
best  means  of  sewage  disposal  or  prevention  of 
pollution,  but  the  Carlisle  Corporation  had 
adopted  no  effective  system.  The  screen  simply 
retained  certain  solid  matter  and  allowed  all  the 
liquid  filth  to  pass  into  the  river.  No  one  would 
say  that  the  Corporation  had  taken  the  best 
means ;  their  means  was  no  means  at  all  for 
rendering  the  sewage  harmless. 

Mr.  T.  Robinson  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  CouLTiiARD  (who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Carlisle  Town  Council),  observed  that  there  could 
be  no  doubt  if  this  were  brought  to  a  head  it 
would  cost  the  Corporation  something  like 
£100,000  or  £150,000,  and  he  thought  they  would 
scarcely  go  to  the  extreme  of  putting  the  Cor¬ 
poration  to  that  enormous  expense.  They  all 
admitted  that  the  river  was  polluted,  and  they 
would  observe  that  there  were  about  seventeen 
different  towns  now  trying  their  best  to  utilise 
their  sewage  and  purify  their  rivers. 

Mr.  T.  Robinson  remarked  that  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  had  had  this  matter  before  them  for  twenty 
years,  and  Mr.  Hodgson  said  that  the  Cor¬ 
poration  had  shown  no  serious  intention  of 
grappling  with  the  question. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried  as 
stated. 


^cofcl)  'glofcs. 

By  Mac. 

Since  little  more  than  a  week  ago  there  has 
come  about  a  general  break-up  of  the  ice-bound 
rivers  of  Scotland.  In  most  districts  the  crash, 
with  the  ice  giving  way  when  the  waters  assumed 
the  mastery,  occurred  in  the  early  days  of  the 
present  week.  _ 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  of  interest  to  many  anglers 
to  learn  that  last  week  a  meeting  of  the  Esk  and 
Liddle  Fisheries  Association  was  held  at  Lang¬ 
holm  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Carthew- 
Y^ourston,  representing  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch, 
when  the  fishing  regulations  in  the  whole  of  the 
waters  of  the  association  were  under  considera¬ 
tion  ;  it  being  reported  that  there  had  been  much 
unfair  salmon  fishing,  and  that,  in  consequence, 
legitimate  sportsmen  belonging  to  both  sides  of 
the  Border  found  that  the  fish  would  not  rise, 
although  there  were  thousands  of  salmon  in  the 
rivers.  In  order  to  check  evil  practices,  it  was 
resolved  that  no  bait  fishing  be  permitted  before 
June  1,  nor  after  September  I.  Under  the  old 
rules,  bait  fishing  was  permitted  from  March  1.5 
to  October  1.  It  was  also  resolved  that  no  party 
purchasing  a  fishing  ticket  be  allowed  to  employ 
as  guide  or  attendant  at  the  waterside  any  person 
who  has  been  convicted  of  illegal  fishing  during 
the  past  five  years,  and  a  list  of  such  persons  is 
to  be  printed  on  the  tickets  for  the  information 
of  anglers.  It  was  further  determined  to  employ 
additional  watchers  for  the  whole  waters  for 
certain  purposes  during  the  season.  In  regard  to 
fishing  for  yellow  or  burn  trout,  it  was  resolved 
that  for  the  present  year  all  such  trout  of  a  less 
length  than  six  inches  must  be  returned  to  the 
water  with  as  little  injury  as  possible,  under 
penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  fishing  ticket.  It  was 
decided  that  the  River  Esk  be  open  for  fly  fishing 
on  February  1-5  below  Canonbie  glebe  land,  and 
that  the  rest  of  the  waters  ®f  the  association  be 
opened  on  March  15.  It  was  resolved  to  petition 
the  Board  of  Trade  against  the  confirmation  of  a 
bye-law  made  by  the  Eden  Fishery  Board,  alter¬ 
ing  the  close  season  for  salmon  in  the  Galway. 
It  was  resolved  that  the  pi  ice  of  fishing  tickets 
remain  the  same  as  last  year.  Reports  showed 
that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  salmon  disease  in 
the  rivers.  _ 


Trawlers  from  the  port  of  Aberdeen  are 
“getting  quite  a  lot  of  sharks  in  the  North  Sea, 
where  at  present  it  is  reported  there  is  a  great 
plague  of  dog-fish.  _ 

With  reference  to  the  right  of  drift-net  and 
line  fisheimen  to  catch  and  land  salmon.  Sir 
John  Rigby,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  the  solicitor-general, 
who  takes  a  great  interest  in  fishery  matters,  has 
written  to  a  correspondent  as  follows  =  “  The 
right  to  take  salmon  in  the  open  sea  outside  the 
territorial  waters  in  Scotland,  i  e  ,  at  a  distance 
of  amarine  league  from  the  coast — is  open  to  all 
nations,  and  is  in  no  way  interfered  with  by  any 
law  in  force  with  reference  to  Scotland.  Within 
the  three  mile  limit  the  right  to  take  salmon 
would  seem  to  be  vested  either  in  the  Crown, 
where  no  grant  has  been  made,  or  in  the  grantees 
of  the  Crown  where  any  grant  can  be  established 
to  have  been  made.  Under  a  statute  of  1814 
penalties  are  imposed  for  taking  salmon  without 
title  within  a  distance  of  one  mile  from  the  low- 
water  line,  and  later  statutes  would  seem  to  throw 
upon  any  person,  in  possession  of  salmon  which 
might  have  been  taken  in  contravention  of  the 
statute  of  1844,  the  burden  of  showing  that 
they  were  not  so  taken.  ...  I  know  of  no 
reason  why  salmon  taken  beyond  the  three  mile 
limit  should  not  be  landed  and  sold  by  captors; 
but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  the  place  of 
capture  is  called  in  question  the  captors  will  have 
to  prove  that  they  did  not  take  the  fish  within  a 
mile  from  low-water  mark,  as  pointed  out  above.” 


Says  an  informant :  “A  young  angler  went  out 
for  an  afternoon’s  trouting  on  a  stream  in  the 
Scottish  Midlands  last  season.  After  arriving  at 
the  railway  station,  he,  keen  to  get  to  the  fishing 
as  soon  as  possible,  launched  straight  forth 
I  through  the  fields  of  Farmer  Fatsides.  All  went 
well  till  he  got  half  through  the  last  field,  when 
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he  heard  a  voice  from  the  opposite  bank  shouting, 
‘  Get  out  of  that,  and  quick,  too.’  This  was  the 
farmer,  who  owns  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the 
stream.  The  shouting  increased  in  vigour,  but 
it  liad  all  the  same  effect,  and  the  angler  kept  on 
his  way.  The  farmer  now  got  furious,  and  it 
would  appear  determined  to  summarily  put  a  stop 
to  what  had  been  going  on  for  some  time.  lie 
limped  into  his  boat,  which  was  lying  handy,  and 
paddled  hnrriedly  across,  vowing  vengeance  all 
the  time  on  the  angler.  But  that  disciple  of 
gentle  old  Izaak  seemed  utterly  indifferent,  and, 
without  either  mending  his  pace  or  stopping  for 
explanation,  kept  on.  The  farmer,  having  reached 
the  bank,  pulled  his  boat  slightly  up,  which  the 
angler  did  not  fail  to  notice.  A  few  hasty  strides 
and  he  was  almost  on  the  transgressor,  but  as  he 
made  the  grand  clutch  our  gentle  piscator,  who 
is  a  famous  athlete,  and  has  some  confidence  in 
his  sprinting  powers,  jinked  the  fat  old  boy  and 
dashed  to  the  boat,  into  which  he  jumped,  and 
was  out  of  harm’s  reach  with  a  few  pulls  of  the 
oars.  Fatsides  was  neatly  done,  and  had  not 
even  the  presence  of  mind  to  use  any  of  the 
])lenty  of  stones  that  lay  handy.  Thus  parted 
fisher  and  farmer,  the  former  to  enjoy  an  after¬ 
noon’s  good  sport,  the  latter  to  trudge  four  or 
five  miles  round  by  the  nearest  bridge  to  his 
farm-house,  unless  someone  turned  up  to  take  his 
boat  to  the  other  side  to  ferry  him  across.  How 
he  enjoyed  it  must  be  left  to  the  imagination.’’ 

Notwithstanding  the  tremendous  amount  of 
poaching  which  prevails,  the  Tweedside  sheriffs 
come  it  very  mild  on  the  puir  salmon-poachers 
of  the  district.  It  seems  hardly  credible,  yet  it 
actually  is  the  case,  that  for  having  eight  salmon 
a  man  was  recently  fined  only  the  very  paltry 
sum,  expenses  and  all,  of  £5  13s.  9d. ;  and  another, 
for  having  six,  besides  a  leister,  the  mere  trifle  of 
.£4  19s.  lOd.  It  surely  cannot  be  said  that  some 
at  least  of  the  Tweedside  sheriffs  err  on  the 
severe  side.  If  the  Tweedside  Commissioners 
are  accused  of  being  severe,  the  Tweedside  law¬ 
givers,  who  have  to  deal  with  their  cases,  can 
hardly,  we  think,  be  charged  with  the  same  fault. 
IVe  much  fear  that  merciful  sentences  only  have 
a  tendency  to  make  the  law  less  regarded  and 
dreaded.  The  Aberdeen  sheriffs  salt  the  salmon- 
])oachers  much  more  effectually,  often  mulcting 
them  in  fines  heavier  than  either  of  the  above 
named,  for  having  in  their  possession  not  more 
than  a  single  salmon. 


Salmon-spawning  in  the  Tweed  is  very  back-® 
ward  in  consequence  of  the  character  which  the 
weather  has  maintained  for  a  considerable  time. 
Lately  a  number  of  bailiffs  and  fishermen  have 
been  engaged  near  Kelso  in  netting  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  ova  for  artificial  hatching. 
The  operations  have  been  attended  with  con¬ 
siderable  difficulty  in  consequence  of  the  immense 
quantity  of  ice.  Fish,  however,  were  found  to 
be  iu  large  numbers,  as  proved  by  the  fact  that 
about  200  were  got  with  two  sweeps  of  the  net. 

With  reference  to  the  male  salmon  digging  the 
redds,  another  correspondent  writes  :  “  Mr.  Archi¬ 
bald  Harper  is  wrong  about  the  male  fish  digging ; 
the  female  does  it  all.  Off  the  Brig  O’Perth 
scores  of  fish  can  be  seen  spawning,  yet  1  have 
never  once  seen  a  male  digging.”  Mr.  Harper 
sticks  to  his  guns.  He  says  :  “  You  seem  to  dis¬ 
agree  with  me  too  ;  I  repeat  the  male  fish  do  dig. 
'I’here  is  a  small  burn  here  up  which  they  go,  and 
each  will  have  one  or  more  holes  dug  before  the 
females  arrive.  The  water  falls  rapidly,  so  that 
sometimes  we  have  to  help  the  fish  back  to  the 
river,  occasionally  carrying  them  over  the 
shallows.  Early  last  spawning  season  we  put 
nine  males  back,  but  only  one  female.  Each  of 
the  former  had  one  or  more  redds  dug  out.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  those  who  were  with  me 
at  the  work  :  Wm.  Stratton,  Hugh  Mackay,  John 
Smclair,  and  George  Gunn.  Write  them  and  they 
will  prove  what  I  have  said.  I  don’t  care  what 
is  said  in  Major  Traherne’s  book  by  the  person  you 
name.  There  is  no  stronger  proof  than  mine.” 

A  CORRESPONDENT  in  the  district  of  the  Naver 
and  Borgie,  whose  rod  season  has  now  commenced, 
writes:  “Not  a  thing  done  in  fishing  yet,  and 
nothing  else  of  consequence  to  communicate. 
Snow  and  frost  on  the  land,  and  trawlers  by  the 
dozen  on  the  sea.” 


Mr.  Donald  W atson,  tackle  maker,  Inglis-street, 
Inverness,  writes  :  “  The  Ness,  you  know,  never 
freezes;  and  I  am  glad  to  say  the  spawning 
season  has  been  a  very  good  one  indeed.  The 
river  has  kept  all  that  could  be  desired  for  spawn¬ 
ing  purposes — medium  in  size  ever  since  the 
spawning  commenced,  and  fish  have  been  very 
plentiful,  in  fact  the  water  baillies  inform  me 
that  they  have  never  seen  so  many  in  the  spawn¬ 
ing  season.  The  Ness  Castle  water,  I  am  pleased 
to  inform  you,  has  been  let  to  Lord  Mount- 
Stephen  for  the  coming  season.  It  is  the  best 
stretch  of  the  River  Ness.  Last  season,  owing  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  Fountane  Walker,  the  proprietor, 
it  was  not  fished  so  much  as  usual,  yet  in  three 
months,  August  to  October  inclusive,  it  yielded 
196  fish.” 


“  G.  M.  M.,”  our  Deeside  correspondent,  writes  : 
“The  snowfall  and  attendant  gale  of  the  past 
week  will  have  their  due  effects  when  the  spring 
begins  to  wane  and  summer  suns  beat  upon  the 
miniature  glaciers  they  have  formed  among  the 
Grampians.  Till  now  the  accumulations  have 
been  insignificant.  Seaward  from  the  Bridge  of 
Potarch,  below  the  falls,  and  along  the  main 
stream  to  Braemar,  the  river  has  been  bridged 
over  with  ice  for  long  distances.  The  weather 
still  presents  a  very  hard  character.  It  is  time 
there  was  a  thorough  thaw  on  the  Dee,  if  the 
0]iening  of  the  season  is  to  be  of  much  account. 
Deer  fat  is  the  best  grease  to  rub  lines.  Lamb  or 
sheep  suet  comes  next,  but  bullock  suet  is  to  be 
requisitioned  when  none  of  the  former  can  be  had. 
Animal  fats  are  to  be  preferred  to  either  vegetable 
or  mineral  oils,  as  they  transmit  a  greater 
bouyancy.  The  proverbial  phrase,  ‘  luck  in 
angling,’  was  truly  verified  on  the  Lower  Dess 
Dee  water  late  last  autumn.  A  gentleman  of  the 
broadcloth,  from  England  somewhere,  went  out 
on  his  essay,  and  landed  three,  or  else  four,  fine 
salmon  in  one  day.  Good  for  a  novice  who  never 
handled  a  salmon  rod  before.  He  had  fished  trout, 
however,  and  easily  merged  into  the  ways  of 
Salmo  salar.  Nothing  can  yet  be  said  as  to  the 
prospects  of  the  season  on  the  Dee.  The  Nether 
Don  fishings  are  let  to  a  number  of  rods  at  £4  4.s. 
per  rod  for  the  season.  This  is  a  rise  of  100  per 
cent,  on  the  rental  some  years  ago.  Major  Paton, 
of  the  Grandholme  Don  waters,  is  a  liberal  patron 
to  his  poorer  brother  anglers,  and  a  day’s  fishing 
is  no  sooner  asked  than  granted,  provided  the 
request  has  not  been  repeated  too  often.  There 
was  a  talk  last  autumn  of  a  fine  tidal  lake  being 
formed  on  the  tidal  reach  of  the  Ythan,  which 
would  give  an  ingress  and  egress  to  sea-trout  and 
finnock  at  high  water,  and  thus  afford  a  sort  of 
loch  fishing  all  day  long.  We  wish  the  scheme 
every  success,  and  only  hope  the  most  energetic 
proprietor  of  the  Udny  Arms  may  go  on  with  it 
and  receive  influential  backing  up.” 

Our  Invernesshire  correspondent  writes : 
“  Seeing  that  the  salmon  angling  season  opens  in 
less  than  three  weeks’  time,  anglers  will  naturally 
be  making  up  their  minds  where  they  should  go 
to  get  really  good  sport  as  cheap  as  possible,  and 
I  think  it  but  right  to  remind  them  of  the  splendid 
sport  got  last  spring  on  Loch  Ness,  when  over 
fifty  salmon  were  landed  by  visitors  at  the  Fort 
Augustus  Hotel  alone,  from  Feb.  11  to  the  end  of 
March,  besides  what  were  got  by  anglers  at 
Foyers  and  Invermoriston  Hotels.  The  frosty 
weather  experienced  here  since  Christmas  week 
tended  to  lower  the  rivers  below  summer  level, 
and  I  am  confident  that  no  fish  have  yet  got  up, 
so  that  anglers  at  the  lower  and  middle  reaches 
will  have  the  chance  of  the  first  run  of  fish — 
quite  an  unusual  occurrence.  I  hear  that  a  few 
pools  on  the  Ness  are  literally  crammed  with 
salmon,  which,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water, 
cannot  get  up  further.  The  prospects  for  the 
opening  of  the  Garry  and  Loch  Oich  will  all 
depend  on  the  next  fortnight’s  weather.  Should 
there  be  a  flood  shortly  the  prospects  will  be 
good;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  there  is  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  present  frosty  weather,  I  would 
not  give  much  for  the  first  two  or  three  weeks’ 
sport.  Loch  Oich  has  been  frozen  over  for  the 
last  three  weeks,  and  was  only  kept  open  for 
traffic  by  an  ice-breaking  appliance  used  by  the 
Caledonian  Canal  Company.  The  fishings  of 
Loch  Oich  and  River  Garry  are  in  the  hands 
of  John  Balfour,  Esq.,  of  Balbirnie,  and  Lord 
Berkeley  Paget  is  to  fish  them  for  the  first  six 


weeks.  Mr.  Davis,  of  the  Fort  Augustus  Hotel, 
has  this  season  again  secured  the  angling  on  the 
River  Oich,  and,  I  understand,  he  has  let  it  to  the 
gentlemen  that  had  it  last  season.  The  prospects 
are  excellent.” 


Mr.  Archibald  Harper,  Halkirk,  writes  :  “  A 
thaw  has  come  and  gone;  it  was  a  favourable 
one  in  this  district ;  there  was  no  rain,  and  the 
quantity  of  snow  on  the  ground  was  not  sufficient 
to  cause  a  big  spate.  The  river  rose  to  medium 
flood.  The  ice  broke  up,  and  was  carried  down 
in  large  quantities ;  it  was  from  four  to  eight 
inches  thick.  Any  kelts  that  were  killed  by  it 
must  have  been  carried  right  away,  as  the  water 
kept  well  within  its  channel,  whei-eas  a  high 
flood  would  have  thrown  them  out  on  the  banks. 
I  hold  that  a  small  spate  with  a  crush  of  ice  is 
more  ruinous  to  the  spawn  beds  than  a  high  one. 
In  a  small  spate  the  ice  grates  on  the  bottom  and 
often  gets  ‘  blocked  ’  on  shallows  where  the 
spawn  IS  deposited ;  then  it  does  most  damage, 
tearing  up  the  gravel  and  stones  from  the  bottom, 
whereas  a  high  flood  lifts  the  ice  well  above  the 
redds,  and  there  is  less  ‘blocking.’  Some  people 
cry  out  against  high  floods  with  ice,  I  don’t  agree 
with  them.  Snow  and  frost  again  with  us,  and 
the  river  down  to  almost  summer  level.  I  don’t 
think  any  salmon  could  have  come  up  with  the 
spate.  A  lot  of  five  swans,  and  another  lot  of 
three,  passed  over  Brawl  Castle  on  Monday. 
Mr.  Rankin,  gamekeeper,  went  in  pursuit,  and 
after  they  had  settled  he  shot  two  of  them  by 
the  river.  About  the  same  time  he  shot  one 
merganser,  three  gooseanders,  one  heron,  one 
cormorant,  and  one  water  ousel.  Not  a  bad  day’s 
work ;  the  riveris  well  rid  of  these  fish-eatei  s.  The 
swans  were  young  birds  and  not  in  good  plumage. 
It  is  rare  to  see  swans  here  at  this  season.” 


Fishermen-poachers  have  done  a  fine  thing 
about  Aberdeen,  lately,  taking  salmon  out  of  the 
tideway  and  inshore  waters,  where,  in  con.se- 
quence  of  their  inland  passage  being  cut  off  by  ice, 
they  have  accumulated  very  fast  for  about  three 
weeks  past.  _ 

Our  Spey  correspondent  writes  :  “  Since  writ¬ 
ing  you  a  fortnight  ago,  we  have  experienced  very 
severe  weather,  the  frost  having  been  the  most 
intense  for  many  years,  so  much  so,  that  such  a 
swift  running  river  as  the  Spey  was  crossed  by 
foot  passengers  on  the  ice  below  Rothes.  A 
partial  thaw  set  in  some  days  ago,  but  up  to 
Monday  last  it  must  have  been  only  very  partial, 
for  there  was  no  signs  of  descending  ice,  such  as 
would  have  been  the  case  had  there  been  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  a  general  break  up.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  thaw  will  hold  and  come  gradually,  fora 
sudden  thaw  would  “  play  the  deuce  ”  with  the 
spawning  bed^,  many  of  which  are  now  partly 
above  water  level  and  in  shallow  water.  Up 
to  within  almost  the  end  of  last  week,  salmon 
had  not  been  visible  for  a  fortnight  or  so 
previous  to  that.  I  visited  a  redd  on  Sunday, 
and  found  several  hard  at  work  in  a  mill 
stream  quite  close  up  to  the  water’s  edge.  I  was 
astonished  to  find  water  at  so  low  a  level,  lower 
in  fact  than  during  an  ordinary  summer  drought, 
and  also  to  find  that  with  the  action  of  the  high 
autumnal  waters  and  the  flood  of  December,  the 
channel  of  the  river  had  narrowed  considerably. 
From  this  it  is  feared  that  the  amount  of  ova 
destroyed  must  be  very  considerable  even  now, 
on  the  unprotected  redds,  which  cannot  be  few.” 


Anglers  will  by  and  bye  be  overhauling  their 
stock  of  fishing  gear.  Lines,  gut  traces,  aud 
hooks  will  be  taken  through  hand.  It  is  of  little 
value  testing  these  in  a  dry  condition.  Immerse 
these  first  of  all  in  water  at  blood  heat  for  thirty 
minutes,  and  then  try  them. 


The  pollution  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  will 
in  all  likelihood  occupy  the  attention  of  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  committee  early  in  the  spring.  The 
City  of  Aberdeen  wants  to  look  to  the  disposal  of 
the  sewage  at  Kincardine  O’Neil,  Aboyne  and 
Braemar,  and  are  asking  powers  from  Parliament 
to  do  so.  The  County  Council  committee  on 
Deeside  think  they  are  quite  capable  of  managing 
their  own  affairs,  and  are  to  oppose  the  Aberdeeii 
Bill.  A  trip  to  London  is  in  store  for  some  of  us. 
The  opposition  is  headed  by  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  who  knows  wh.at’s  what. 


January  21,  1893] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


39 


antr  (J^ueries 


We  <are  glad  to  hear  that  Jlr.  Thomas  Ransome 
Sachs  has  been  elected  president  of  the  Pisca¬ 
torial  Society,  of  London,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  important  societies  of  the  kind  in  existence. 

A  Fixe  Sturgeox. — Our  attention  was  called 
to  a  very  fine  sturgeon  received  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Towell,  Fishmonger,  Charing  Cross,  on  Friday 
last,  from  the  Volga;  it  weighed  3151b.  We  have 
frequently  seen  larger  fish,  but  seldom  have  they 
been  in  such  perfect  condition  as  the  one  under 
notice. 


A  Goon  Openixg  oe  the  S.a.lmon  Fisiuxg  on 
THE  Merthly  W.^ter  ON  THE  Tay. — On  Monday, 
the  opening  day  of  the  fishing,  Mr.  Cesari  caught 
two  beautiful  salmon  on  the  Stentin  water, 
weighing  over  201b.  each ;  again  on  Tuesday,  on 
the  Murthly  water,  Mr.  Cesari  caught  five  splen¬ 
did  salmon,  one  weighing  261b.,  one  221b.,  and  the 
other  three  over  181b.  each. 


Case  of  Poaching  by  an  Otter. — Last  week  an 
otter,  doubtless  driven  from  its  hunting  haunts 
on  the  Welland  by  the  severity  of  the  weather, 
which  caused  the  river  to  be  thickly  covered  with 
ice,  made  its  way  into  the  middle  park  at  Burgh- 
ley.  Tempted  by  hunger,  it  was  probably  explor¬ 
ing  Lord  Exeter’s  famous  trout-breeding  ponds 
which  are  situate  there,  and  which  contain  tame 
fish  of  from  101b.  to  1-llb.  in  weight.  Luckily  for 
the  trout,  but  unfortunately  for  the  otter,  the 
poor  prowler  was  detected  by  Mr.  Silk  and  his 
little  terrier-spaniel,  and  the  foraging  expedition 
was  promptly  brought  to  an  end.  The  otter  was 
3ft.  Sin.  in  length.  It  has  been  sent  to  Mr. 
Evans,  taxidermist,  of  Bourn. — Lincoln  Mercury. 


Incident  in  Roach  Fishing.  —  On  Friday, 
January  13,  Mr.  A.  Herbert  and  Mr.  W.  Jones, 
members  of  the  Richmond  Piscatorial  Society, 
fishing  with  John  Keen  in  the  Surley  Hill  water, 
met  with  a  strange  experience.  Mr.  Herbert  had 
a  bite,  and  immediately  struck  his  fish,  almost, 
but  not  quite  simultaneously.  Mr.  Jones’s  float 
disappeared,  and  he  also  struck,  and  was 
apparently  into  a  fish.  It,  however,  seemed  that 
by  some  means  their  lines  had  become  entangled, 
and  they  both  pulled  up,  but,  to  their  surprise, 
they  found  their  lines  were  quite  clear,  but  that 
both  their  baits  had  been  taken  by  the  same  fish  and 
each  hook  was  fairly  home  side  by  side  in  its  mouth. 
The  fish  was  a  roach  of  about  ^Ib.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  both  baits  had  been’ taken,  as  the 
position  of  the  floats  at  the  moment  of  their  dis¬ 
appearance  made  it  impossible  for  the  second 
hook  to  have  been  accidentally  struck  into  the 
mouth  of  the  flsh. 


“  Jaaies  Harper,  the  compiler  of  the  Gardener 
fly,  when  gardener  at  Monaltrie  House,  Ballater, 
had  two  live  perch  in  a  well  in  the  garden. 
Subsequently  he  added  a  pike  of  about  21b.  to 
his  extemporised  aquarium.  He  fed  them 
regularly  for  weeks,  and  the  trio  lived  happily 
together.  By  and’ bye  the’ busy  season  came  on, 
and  his  flnny  prisoners  were  neglected  for  some 
lime.  On  visiting  the  well  one  of  the  perch — 
the  smaller  one — had  disappeared,  nor  could  any 
trace  of  it  be  found.  For  some  days  the  feeding 
was  renewed,  and  again  forgotten.  When  again 
remembrance  of  his  pets  revived  with  “lava- 
tide,”  he  rushed  to  the  well  and  there  found  the 
beastly  pike  in  the  last  throes  of  death,  with  the 
perch,  almost  as  large  as  himself,  three-quarters, 
down  his  gullet.  He  was  so  annoyed  at  the 
brute’s  voracity  that  he  knocked  him  on  the 
head.  This,  he  says,  was  his  first  and  last 
experience  as  a  practical  pisciculturist.  For 
the  nonce  James  forgot  that  a  pike  as  well  as  a 
gardener  to  live  must  feed.” 

The  Esk  and  Liddle. — Important  New  Regu¬ 
lations. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
Fisheries  Association,  held  at  Langholm,  Mr. 
Carthew-Yorstoun,  representing  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch,  presiding,  the  question  of  the  fishing 
regulations  in  the  whole  of  the  waters  of  the 
Association  was  under  consideration,  it  being 
reported  that  there  had  been  much  unfair  salmon 
fishing,  and  that  in  consequence  legitimate 


sportsmen  belonging  to  both  sides  of  the  Border 
found  that  the  fish  would  not  rise,  although  there 
were  thousands  of  salmon  in  the  rivers.  In  order 
to  check  evil  practices  it  was  resolved  that  no 
bait  fishing  be  permitted  before  June  1  nor  after 
September  1.  Under  the  old  rules  bait  fishing 
was  permitted  from  March  15  to  October  1.  It 
was  also  resolved  that  no  party  purchasing  a  fish¬ 
ing  ticket  be  allowed  to  employ  as  guide  or 
attendant  at  the  water  side  any  person  who  has 
been  convicted  of  illegal  fishing  during  the  past 
five  years,  and  a  list  of  such  persons  is  to  be 
printed  on  the  tickets  for  the  information  of 
anglers.  It  was  further  determined  to  employ 
additional  watchers  for  the  whole  waters  for 
certain  purposes  during  the  season.  lu  regard 
to  fishing  for  yellow  or  burn  trout  it  was  resolved 
that  for  the  present  year  all  such  trout  of  a  less 
length  than  six  inches  must  be  returned  to  the 
Avater  with  as  little  injury  as  possible  under 
penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  fishing  ticket.  It  was 
decided  t’nat  the  River  Esk  be  opened  for  fly  fish¬ 
ing  on  February  15  below  Canonbie  glebe  land, 
and  that  the  rest  of  the  waters  of  the  Association 
be  opened  on  March  15.  It  was  resolved  to 
petition  the  Board  of  Trade  against  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  a  bye-law  made  by  the  Eden  Fishery 
Board  altering  the  close  season  for  salmon  in  the 
Solway.  It  was  resolved  that  the  price  of  fishing 
tickets  remain  the  same  as  last  year.  Reports 
showed  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  salmon 
disease  in  the  rivers. — Carlisle  Lxpress,  Jan.  1-1, 
1893. 


Cai’TURE  of  a  Royal  Sturgeon.  On  Tuesday 
morning  a  fine  specimen  of  the  royal  sturgeon 
was  brought  into  Aberdeen  by  the  steam  trawler 
Sunray,  which  had  been  got  in  the  trawl  net 
the  day  previous.  It  measured  72-ft.  in  length, 
was  in  excellent  condition,  and  sold  in  the  fish 
market  for  £4  2s.  to  Messrs.  R.  and  W.  Walker, 
fish  merchants  for  the  London  market.  These 
rare  fish  are  occasicHially  got  in  the  stake  nets, 
but  this  is  the  first  instance  reported  of  one 
having  been  got  in  the  trawl ;  and  the  capture  is 
all  the  more  noteworthy  now  since  trawling 
operations  are  carried  on  a  long  distance  from 
the  coast. 


De.atii  of  Sir  Alexander  Jardinb. — We  notice 
the  death  of  Sir  Alexander  Jardine,  Bart.,  of 
Applegirth,  Dumfries-shire,  who  departed  this 
life  on  the  24th  inst.,  aged  sixty -three  jears.  The 
baronetcy  was  created  in  1 672.  He  became  the 
eighth  in  succession  to  the  title  on  the  decease  of 
his  father.  Sir  William  Jardine,  in  1874.  Sir 
William  was  a  naturalist  of  great  repute,  and 
the  author  of  works  on  Mammalia,  Ornithology, 
Entomology,  Ichthyology,  &c.  His  best  known, 
the  “  British  Salmonidas,”  published  in  1840,  is 
still  an  authentic  work  of  reference.  A  new 
edition  of  it  has  recently  been  brought  out  by 
Mr.  Bernard  Quaritch,  of  No.  15,  Piccadilly,  the 
excellent  illustrations  being  coloured  “  to  the 
life  ”  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine. 


Anti-Snatching  Regulations  in  the  Border 
Esk. — The  correspondents  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
who  were  visited  with  abuse  for  their  revelations 
concerning  the  doings  of  local  anglers  in  the 
Border  Esk  have  been  amply  justified  by  events. 
Not  only  have  a  batch  of  salmon  snatchers  been 
convicted,  but  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Asso¬ 
ciation  has  made  regulations  to  meet  the  scandal. 
Mr.  Carthew-Yorstoun,  representing  the  Duke 
of  Buccleuch,  presided  over  the  meeting  which 
was  held  at  Langholm.  It  was  reported  that 
there  had  been  much  unfair  salmon  fishing,  and 
that,  in  consequence,  legitimate  sportsmen  belong¬ 
ing  to  both  sides  of  the  Border  found  that  the  fish 
would  not  rise,  although  there  were  thousands  of 
salmon  in  the  rivers.  It  was  resolved  that  bait¬ 
fishing,  which  has  hitherto  been  practised  from 
March  15  to  Oct.  1,  should  only  be  permitted 
between  June  1  and  Sept.  1.  No  one  purchasing 
a  fishing  ticket  is  to  employ  a  guide  or  attendant 
who  has  been  convicted  of  illegal  fishing  during 
the  past  five  years,  and  it  was  decided  to  employ 
additional  watchers.  All  trout  less  than  six 
inches  in  length  are  to  be  returned  to  the  water 
under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  ticket.  Below 
Canonbie  glebe  land  the  season  will  open  on 
Feb.  15,  and  on  March  15  in  all  the  rest  of  the 
waters.  The  price  of  tickets  is  unaltered. 


Dee  Salmon  Fishing  Case  in  the  Court  of 
Session. — What  is  known  as  the  Ardoe  fishing 
case,  in  which  the  boundaries  of  adjoining 
fishings  on  the  south  side  of  the  Dee,  between 
Mr.  Ogston,  Ardoe,  and  Lord  Provost  Stewart, 
Nether  Banchory,  are  in  dispute  as  to  their 
marches  for  a  distance  of  between  200  and  300 
yards,  including  one  salmon  pool,  was  debated  by 
counsel  before  Lord  Wellwood  in  the  Court  of 
Session  on  I’uesday  and  Wednesday  this  week. 
Evidence,  extending  over  the  better  part  of  three 
days,  was  led  some  weeks  ago,  when  over  sixty 
witnesses  were  examined.  The  whole  matter  was 
fully  gone  over  before  Lord  Wellwood,  who  has 
reserved  judgment.  The  value  of  the  proprietary 
right  in  dispute  is  not  more  than  £50,  yet  ten 
times  this  sum  has  already  been  spent  upon  it. 


We  have  received  several  complaints  lately 
that  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  not  procurable  on 
Saturday  at  certain  newsagents.  As  our  recently 
improved  publishing  arrangements  enable  the 
trade  to  supply  their  customers  on  the  morning 
of  the  date  of  publication,  we  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  any  of  our  readers  who  may  have  been 
inconvenienced  in  this  way. 


INTERESTING  COLLECTION  OF  BIG 
GAME  TROPHIES,  ETC.,  IN 
PICCADILLY. 

By  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Rowland  Ward,  F.Z.S., 
the  eminent  naturalist  of  166,  Piccadilly,  we  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  a  very  fine 
display  of  natural  history  trophies  and  other 
curios,  collected  by  those  celebrated  travellers 
and  hunters.  Captain  F.  D.  Lugard  and  Mr.  F.  C. 
Selous,  during  their  travels  in  Uganda,  Mashuna- 
land,  oil  the  shores  of  Lakes  Albert  Edward,  Lake 
Albert,  &c. 

Our  space  is  far  too  limited  to  give  a  detailed 
description  of  the  very  many  interesting  objects 
pointed  out  to  us,  but  we  were  particularly 
struck  by  the  extraordinary  fidelity  to  nature 
Mr.  Ward  has  given  to  the  subjects  he  has  had 
to  deal  with.  Among  the  many  specimens  of  big 
game  shot  by  these  intrepid  hunters  is  a  mag¬ 
nificent  Cape  buffalo  {bos  cajfer).  This  animal  is 
exceedingly  vicious,  and  is  the  most  dangerous 
quarry  the  hunter  meets  with  in  South  Africa. 
Included  in  the  collection  are  some  fine  speci¬ 
mens  of  Jackson’s  hartebeeste  (bubalis  jacksoni) ; 
Coke’s  hartebeeste  {bubalis  cokei),  shot  at  Ukamba ; 
Jackson’s  wildebeeste  {connochwtes  jacksoni), 
pallah  antelopes  {sepyceros  melampus),  kob  ante¬ 
lopes  {cobus  kob),  very  rare,  shot  on  the  south¬ 
west  shore  of  Albert  Lake,  reedbuck.  Grant’s 
and  Thomson’s  gazelles,  &c.  In  addition  to  his 
big  game  trophies,  of  which  the  above  list  is  only 
a  very  small  selection.  Captain  Lugard  has 
secured  some  exceedingly  interesting  curios  from 
this  gradually  developing  region.  We  particu¬ 
larly  noticed  a  peculiar  shaped  drum,  which  we 
understand  is  one  of  the  two  royal  drums  made 
for  King  Suna,  and  handed  down  for  generations 
from  king  to  king.  When  the  Mahomedans 
fought  the  Christians  and  defeated  them,  the 
drum  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  latter.  Captain 
Lugard  repatriated  the  Mahomedans  under  King 
Umbogo,  and  he  (the  king)  handed  it  to  the 
captain,  stating  that  it  was  an  emblem  of  royalty 
to  which  he  had  no  longer  any  right.  It  was 
then  handed  to  King  Hwanso,  who  returned  it  as 
a  present  to  the  captain.  With  the  same  history 
attached  is  a  royal  fighting  shield,  a  remarkable 
piece  of  workmanship,  in  alternate  bars  of  brass 
and  copper.  There  are  many  other  interesting 
objects  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Selous,  aiithor  of  “  A  Hunter’s 
Wanderings  in  South  Africa,”  and  whose  ex¬ 
hibits  in  the  British  Museum  are  so  well  known, 
has  also  sent  many  trophies  of  his  recent  travels 
in  Mashunaland  ;  among  them  are  some  fine 
specimens  of  the  Tsessbe  {bubalis  lunatus),  roan 
antelopes  {hippotragns  lencophosus),  Burchell’s 
zebra  {equvs  htirchelli),  wart  hog  {phacochserus 
afrieanus),  lions,  and  the  largest  koodoo  (Comin’s) 
ever  killed. 

Mr.  Ward  informs  us  that  he  will  have  these 
trophies  in  his  possession  for  some  days,  and  as 
he  very  kindly  offers  to  show  them  to  anyone 

nterested,  we  strongly  recommend  a  visit. 
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"ON  THE  CONWAY,  N.  WALES.” 


The  photogravure  -which  we  give  this  week  is 
one  of  a  beautiful  bit  of  scenery  on  the  Conway, 
North  Wales,  and  is  from  a  photograph  by  Mr. 
A.  A.  Chancellor,  Ashburton  House,  The  Terrace, 
Richmond.  Surrey.  It  is  a  good  many  years 
since  we  fished  on  the  Conway,  and  the  view 
given  reminds  us  more  of  that  very  charming 
tributary  of  the  Conway,  the  Llugwy. 


THE  BOOK  OF  THE  ROACH. 

By  the  Late  John  Gbeville  Fennell. 

Edited  and  Revised  by  John  Bickerdyke. 

{^Continued  from  page  25.) 

CHAPTER  Yll.— continued. 

Tidal  Waters. — When  angling  in  tidal  rivers 
it  is  essentially  necessary  to  alter  the  depth  at 
which  the  bait  floats,  according  to  the  variation 
in  the  depth  of  water,  and  it  is  sometimes  ex¬ 
pedient  to  try  farther  from  the  bottom  than  usual, 
as  fish  in  these  waters  often  travel  for  miles  up 


coarse  fish  on  the  Broads.)  The  best  fish,  even  in 
summer,  are  found  in  the  deepest  water,  and 
should  not  be  sought  for  in  the  Yare  at  a 
less  depth  than  nine  or  ten  feet.  The  tide  affects 
the  feeding  of  the  fish  variously,  sometimes  all 
fish  being  taken  on  the  flood,  at  other  times  on 
the  ebb.  Ground-bait :  bread,  bran,  and  boiled 
wheat.  Best  baits  in  summer,  wheat  and  pastes. 
White  paste  best  in  the  Yare,  the  red  always 
killing  the  best  fish.  In  autumn,  gentles,  and 
later,  redwornis  or  brandlings.  For  deep  running 
waters,  about  twenty  medium-sized  shot  should 
be  used  placed  a  yard  from  the  hook,  one  solitary 
shot  being  nipped  on  the  gut  a  few  inches  above 
the  hook.  The  local  method  of  attaching  the 
float  to  the  line  is  by  the  lower  end  only.  When 
too  rough  for  float  fishing,  a  light  leger  should 
be  used.  In  float  fishing  the  bait  should  just 
touch  the  bottom. 

[In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  7,  1888,  was 
published  an  interesting  letter  written  by 
“  J.  C.,”  of  Norwich.  After  noticing  the  various 
kinds  of  swims  met  with  in  his  district,  he  went 
on  to  say  that  in  July  and  August  local  anglers 
make  pastes  of  bread  coloured  with  red  lead  or 
chrome  yellow,  and  that  these  baits  were  very 


is  apt  to  get  blown  about.  —  J.  B.]  Running 
tackle  may  be  used  or  not,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  angler.  But  unless  carp  interfere  with 
the  bait,  pond  roach  a'^e  generally  to  be  killed 
with  a  tight  line.  The  ground-bait,  a  little 
chewed  bread,  or  a  few  refuse  gentles;  or,  if 
paste  be  used,  minute  pellets  of  the  dough  made 
for  the  hook  are  generally  sufficient.  [I  have 
used  a  little  bran  and  meal,  wetted  and  thrown 
in  loose,  with  much  success  in  still  waters.  The 
meal  clouds  the  water,  and  the  bran  sinks  very 
slowly. — J.  B.]  The  precautions  necessary  being 
extreme  quiet,  and  keeping  out  of  sight  of  the 
fish.  The  depth  of  the  water  is  not  of  the 
slightest  consequence,  if  the  conditions  named 
can  be  enforced.  Should  the  locality  be  good, 
and  the  weather  favourable,  they  may  be  taken 
in  any  depth  of  water,  from  one  foot  to  twenty. 
But  in  every  water — and  this  rule  extends  not 
only  to  ponds,  but  to  rivers — there  are  always 
spots  particularly  affected  by  the  fish.  These 
spots  are  found  either  by  experience,  tradition, 
or  in  many  instances  what  appears  to  be  the 
unfailing  sagacity  of  some  anglers. 

There  is  a  slight  variation  from  this  fishing 
in  the  dykes  of  the  fenny  parts  of  Cambridge- 


ON  THE  CONWAY,  N.  WALES. 

(From  a  Photo,  by  Mr.  A.  A.  Chancellor,  Richmond,  Surrey.) 


and  down  with  the  tide.  The  habits  of  the  roach 
vary  much  in  different  rivers.  We  believe,  as  a 
general  rule,  they  bite  best  when  the  tide  is  flow¬ 
ing,  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  case  universally. 
In  the  tidal  part  of  the  Thames,  for  instance,  they 
are  caught  during  the  ebb,  and  all  sport  ceases 
during  the  flow. 

In  some  of  the  deep,  slow-running  Norfolk 
rivers,  fish  bite  equally  well  during  the  flow  and 
ebb.  They  cease  to  bite  during  slack  water, 
whether  after  flood  or  ebb.  This  rule  appears  to 
be  almost  without  exception. 

In  mill  streams  they  generally  bite  only  when 
the  mills  are  going. 

[Mr.  G.  Christopher  Davies,  in  his  “Handbook 
to  the  Norfolk  Broads,”  gives  a  number  of  hints 
respecting  roach  fishing  in  these  remarkable 
water-ways.  The  roach,  he  says,  seem,  in  the 
Broads,  and  rivers  connected  with  them,  to  be 
ubiquitous,  except  when  the  water  is  salt  or 
brackish.  The  finest  fish  are  found  in  the  Yare, 
between  Cantley  and  Coldham  Hall.  In  winter  they 
may  be  sought  for  in  the  deeper  waters  of  Thorpe 
Broad  and  the  Bure.  July  to  October  is  the  best 
season,  but  good  catches  are  sometimes  made  in 
winter  and  spring.  (There  is  no  close  season  for 


killing  in  deep,  sharp  running  streams.  He  used 
worms  in  autumn  and  winter,  when  the  water 
was  highly  coloured.  On  having  a  bite,  he 
seldom  struck  unless  the  float  was  pulled 
decidedly  under,  and  never  struck  at  a  “  jigging  ” 
bite.  In  June,  July,  and  August,  he  thought 
anglers  could  hardly  fish  too  deep  for  roach  in 
that  district,  except  at  mid-day  in  very  hot 
weather,  when  the  fish  got  on  the  shallows  among 
the  weeds.  “  J.  C.”  went  on  to  advise  swims  of 
3ft.  to  10ft.  in  depth,  from  October  to  February, 
the  colder  the  weather  and  the  thicker  the 
water  the  shallower  the  swim.  Shallow  swims 
in  very  cold  weather  does  not  seem  sound  advice. 
But  thick  water  certainly  sends  the  fish  on  to 
the  shallows. — J.  B.] 

Pond  Fishing. — The  rod  for  pond  fishing, 
unless  there  are  carp,  should  bs  light  cane,  of 
such  a  length  as  the  angler  could  comfortably 
use.  A  float  formed  of  half  a  small  porcupine 
quill,  with  one  or  two  small  shot  not  nearer  than 
twelve  or  fifteen  inches  to  the  hook,  the  upper 
part  of  the  line  being  formed  of  two  horsehairs 
twisted,  and  the  lower  of  one.  [In  windy  weather, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  use  a  slightly  larger 
float  with  half-a-doaen  shots.  The  light  tackle 


i  shire,  Lincolnshire,  Norfolk,  &c.,  where  the  fish, 
although  somewhat  under  the  same  influences, 
are  less  nice  in  their  habits,  and  more  free  in 
their  feeding,  than  in  the  ponds  of  which  we  have 
been  speaking.  Still,  those  who  want  to  succeed 
here,  should  take  the  precautions  above  recom¬ 
mended. 

The  baited  hook  in  ponds  should  be  as  near  as 
j  possible  to  the  bottom,  but  great  care  must  ba 
j  taken  not  to  fish  over  a  weedy  bottom,  although 
a  clear  space  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  weeds 
I  is  the  best  locality  that  can  be  selected.  The  fish 
frequent  the  weeds  for  shelter,  but  generally  feed 
I  in  the  open,  being  mostly  bolder  in  proportion  to 
the  nearness  of  their  retreat. 

The  hook  should  be  very  small,  even  as  small  as 
Nos.  II  to  14. 

The  baits  generally  found  to  answer  best  for 
roach  in  ponds,  are  paste  and  gentles ;  particu¬ 
larly  the  latter  in  the  winter.  The  gentles  should 
I  be  fine,  and  only  one  used  on  the  hook. 

I  [Fishing  once  for  pike  baits  in  an  artificial  lake 
in  Hampshire,  I  caught  small  roach  only,  and  was 
I  assured  by  the  keeper  that  there  were  no  large  ones 
!  in  that  water.  1  was  using  a  very  small  pellet  of 
paste,  and  it  occurred  to  me  to  try  what  a  large  bait 
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would  do.  The  immediate  result  was  a  roach  of 
fib.  Each  time  I  put  on  a  large  bait  I  took  a 
large  fish,  but  could  catch  nothing  but  small  ones 
on  the  small  baits.  Doubtless  the  small  roach 
swarmed  in  such  quantities  that  they  never  gave 
the  larger  and  more  cautious  fish  a  chance  of  tak¬ 
ing  the  small  bait,  and  it  was  not  until  I  put  on 
a  bait  too  large  for  the  small  fish  that  I  succeeded 
in  catching  tlieir  elder  relatives.  The  incident  is 
instructive.  It  is  a  capital  plan  to  ground-bait 
several  pitches  in  a  pond  or  lake  about  twenty- 
four  hours  before  fishing,  but  not  so  much  ground 
bait  should  be  used  as  would  be  necessary  in 
running  water.  Nottingham  tackle  is  sometimes 
most  useful  where  the  fish  lie  out  five  or  ten  yards 
from  the  bank,  and  no  boat  is  available — J.  B.]. 

Freshes. — In  navigable  rivers,  as  the  Thames, 
.which  have  their  waters  impounded  to  assist  the 
navigation,  there  used  to  be  regular  days  when 
fiushes  of  water  were  let  out  of  the  pounds  and 
locks  to  increase  the  depth  of  water  below  for 
heavily-laden  barges.  These  are  now  scarcely 
necessary,  as  the  barge  business  has  been  nearly 
absorbed  by  the  railways  [and  modern  locks  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  old  pounds — J.  B.].  When 
these  flushes,  or  heavy  falls  of  rain  in  the  up 
country  occur,  the  fish  lie  in  wait  for  what  the 
disturbed  state  of  the  stream  brings  down. 
Should  the  current  be  very  rapid,  the  best  sport 
will  be  found  close  to  the  banks,  and  in  quiet 
eddies.  > 

Artificial  Fly.— “  It  was  in  October,  at  Wye, 
near  Ashford,  we  observed  on 
the  shallows  below  the  hole 
where  we  were  fishing,  several 
fish  rise,  and  as  we  never  make 
a  fishing  expedition  without 
our  dace  rod  and  fly-book,  we 
determined  to  see  what  the  fly 
would  do.  We  knelt  down  on 
the  grass  about  ten  feet  from 
the  bank,  knowing  the  shyness 
of  the  roach,  and  for  an  hour 
and  a-half  had  as  pretty  sport 
as  a  reasonable  man  could  wish, 
landing  twenty-three  roach,  all, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  above 
the  Thames  limit  of  eight 
inches.  We  fished  with  the 
Black  Gnat  as  stretcher,  and 
Red  Ant  as  bob,  both  tipped 
with  wash  leather,  but  all  the 
fish  were  taken  with  the  Red 
Ant.  The  time,  twelve  to  half¬ 
past  one ;  wind,  south-east;  sky 
rather  cloudy,  with  a  bright 
sun  at  intervals.  We  never  . 
fished  before  for  roach  with 
the  fly.”- 

To  this  the  editor  of  the 
Field,  in  a, note,  says:  “As  a 
rule,  roach  do  not  rise  well  to 
the  fly,  their  food  being  chiefly 
at  the  bottom ;  but  sometimes 
they  do  take  the  fly,  and  many  are  caught  at 
times,  even  on  the  Thames,  by  the  fly-fisher  for 
dace.  Our  correspondent’s  experience,  however, 
curiously  confirms  our  own,  for  the  only  time 
when  we  ever  remember  to  have  seen  the  roach 
rising  greedily  at  the  fly,  was  once  when  the 
surface  of  the  water  was  thickly  beset  with  the 
ant-fly,  at  Hampton,  and  on  that  afternoon  the 
roach  were  feeding  voraciously  on  it.  Whether 
they  have  any  special  taste  for  formic  acid  or  no, 
would  be  a  speculative  inquiry ;  but  if  so,  all  the 
old  tales  told  by  former  writers  of  the  power  of 
essences  may  not  be  altogether  fabulous.” 

Roach  are  taken  in  large  quantities  by  whipping 
with  the  fly  while  on  the  shallows,  to  which 
they  resort  to  scour  themselves  after  spawning. 
In  this  way,  a  writer  remarks,  “  I  have  seen 
four  fish  on  the  line  at  once,  a  fish  on  each 
hook,  as  they  rise  with  great  avidity,  but  there  is 
little  play  in  them  at  this  time,  and  they  are 
drawn  to  bank  as  often  on  their  backs  as  on  their 
stomachs.” 

They  should  not  be  taken  or  fished  for  at 
this  time,  as  they  afford  little  sport  and  are 
quite  worthless  as  food.  We  merely  mention 
this  to  show  that  at  times  roach  will  take  a  fly 
greedily. 

[It  is  not  generally  known  that  in  some  rivers 
roach  are  commonly  fished  for  with  the  artificial 
fly  during  the  summer  months.  In  the  Bedford¬ 
shire  Ouse,  in  particular,  some  capital  bags  of 


roach  are  often  thus  made,  and  I  know  one  or  two 
anglers  who,  when  they  visit  that  river  in  hot, 
summer  weather,  consider  a  fly  rod,  with  reel,  line, 
cast,  and  a  few  flies,  sufficient  tackle  to  take  with 
them.  The  best  sport  is  obtained  on  sunny  days, 
when  there  are  large  white  clouds  about,  which 
may  now  and  again  obscure  the  sun.  It  is  while 
the  sun  is  thus  temporarily  shut  out  that  the 
roach  take  the  fly  most  eagerly.  I  have  referred 
to  this  method  of  fishing  in  the  opening  chapter. 
With  regard  to  the  rod,  a  single-handed  and 
not  too  limber  rod  can  liardly  be  improved  on. 
The  line  should  be  of  dressed  silk,  rather  heavy, 
but  tapered  for  the  last  five  yards.  The 
cast  should  be  about  two  and  a-half  yards  in 
length,  and  tapered  to  a  fine  point.  Flies  with 
red  hackles  I  find  usually  kill  best,  but  on  some 
days  the  roach  seem  to  prefer  a  black  fly.  I  have 
been  most  successful  with  the  Governor.  A 
gentle  or  two  on  the  point  of  the  hook  is  an  addi¬ 
tional  attraction ;  but  its  great  charm  is  that 
when  a  roach  seizes  the  fly  under  water,  as  it 
usually  does,  it  keeps  hold  of  the  fly  longer  than 
if  no  gentle  was  there.  Not  a  bad  plan  is  to  tie  a 
pair  of  wings  on  a  small  hook,  and  thread  on  a 
gentle  to  form  the  body.  But  in  that  case  a 
bristle  must  be  whipped  on  the  hook  shank  to 
keep  the  gentle  in  its  place.  With  regard  to  the 
size  of  flies,  large  ones  are  used  on  the  Ouse.  I 
did  well  on  that  river  with  small  flies,  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  size  of  fly  was  not  im¬ 
portant  if  the  fish  were  feeding  and  did  not  see 
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“  When  on  the  shallows.” 

the  angler.  I  have  never  seen  roach  rising  freely 
to  the  natural  fly,  nor  have  I  caught  them,  as  I 
have  dace,  with  the  dry  fly.  The  roach,  when  on 
the  shallows,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
always  take  the  fly  under  water,  perhaps  look¬ 
ing  upon  it  as  a  glorified  freshwater  shrimp, 
or  something  of  the  kind.  The  whole  secret 
of  catching  roach  with  the  fly  consists  in  not 
striking  until  the  fish  has  the  fly  in  its  mouth. 

!  It  is  best  to  cast  the  fly  straight  to  the  spot 
where  roach  are  seen,  or  supposed  to  be,  and 
!  then  draw  the  flies  slowly  through  the  water. 

■  If  the  fish  are  feeding,  they  follow  the  flies 
>  for  a  few  yards,  causing  a  wave  to  come  over 
the  shallow.  But  the  wave  does  not  indicate  a 
rise  or  bite.  The  angler  should  be  careful  not  to 
'  strike  until  he  sees  his  line  begin  to  sti’aighten 
out.  I  do  not  ever  remember  a  roach  really 
rising  to  my  flies.  Rudd  may  be  caught  in  much 
-the  same  manner,  but  one  cannot  strike  too 
;  quickly  for  dace ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  these 
I  bright,  lively  little  fish  will  rise  well  to  a  dry  fly 
:  even  when  the  wet  fly  is  useless.  I  have  never 
been  successful  when  using  the  fly  for  roach  in 
deep  water,  but  have  taken  them  when  it  was  as 
much  as  4ft.  in  depth.  The  better  the  day  the 
I  better  the  sport,  as  a  rule.  The  difficulty  is,  when 
f  fishing  a  shallow,  to  keep  out  of  sight  of  the  fish. 
Hence  it  is  often  desirable  to  cast  a  very  long 
line. — J.  B.] 

{To  he  continued.) 


In  response  to  a  circular,  a  large  number  of 
delegates,  representing  clubs  enrolled  on  the 
Anglers’  Association,  met  on  Monday  night  at 
the  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell-road,  to  consider 
the  draft  of  the  proposed  new  fishery  bye-laws 
for  the  Thames.  The  clubs  had,  through  the 
agency  of  the  circular,  been  invited  to  send  two 
delegates  each  to  the  meeting,  and  when  the 
proceedings  opened  the  room  was  densely 
crowded,  a  number  of  delegates  only  finding 
standing  room.  Altogether,  as  was  ascertained 
when  the  roll  was  called,  81  clubs  were  repre¬ 
sented,  and  other  anglers  interested  in  the 
question  were  also  present.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett, 
vice-president  of  the  Angler.s’  Association,  pre¬ 
sided,  and  the  attendance  included  many  well- 
known  anglers. 

The  Chj\.ir.man,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said 
they  had  met  that  evening  to  deal  with  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the 
fishing  on  the  Thames.  He  thought  that  most  of 
them  were  agreed,  both  from  the  correspondence 
in  the  Press  and  their  own  personal  remarks,  that 
those  bye-laws  were  unsatis¬ 
factory  to  them  as  anglers. 
(Hear,  hear.)  They  disagreed 
with  the  size  of  fish,  for  they 
had  hoped  in  certain  directions 
the  standard  would  have  been 
increased,  and  he  felt  sure  that 
they  all  disapproved  of  the 
lessening  of  the  mesh  in  the 
nets — (hear,  hear) — because,  as 
they  were  well  aware,  the 
smaller  the  mesh  was  the  more 
fish  would  be  caught  and  the 
greater  would  be  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  their  sport.  (Hear, 
hear.)  There  was  also  another 
important  question  for  them  to 
consider :  they,  as  anglers, 
were  naturally  interested  in 
the  propagation  of  fish,  and 
under  the  old  bye-laws  they 
would  find  that  the  Thames 
Conservancy  gave  written  per¬ 
mission  for  fish  to  be  taken 
away  for  artificial  propagation 
or  scientific  purposes,  in  the 
new  bye-laws  there  was  such 
an  alteration  that  the  Board 
licensed  only  owners  of  private 
fisheries  to  take  away  the  fish 
for  scientific  purposes  ;  but  he 
took  it  that  the  public  had  a 
right  equally  as  much  as  the  riparian  owners 
had,  subject  to  the  regulations  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy.  Of  course  it  was  possible  that 
the  Conservators  did  not  intend  to  limit  those 
powers  to  riparian  owners ;  but,  nevertheless, 
he  thought  some  notice  should  be  taken  of 
the  case.  He  did  not  know  that  the  riparian 
owners  were  particularly  interested  in  the 
culture  of  fish ;  instead,  they  were  probably 
interested  in  keeping  all  the  fish  they  could  for 
themselves.  (Hear,  hear.) — The  Chairman,  pro¬ 
ceeding,  read  two  letters  from  the  Conservancy, 
in  one  of  which  Mr.  Gough,  the  secretary,  stated 
that  he  was  unable  to  say  when  the  bye-laws 
would  be  published  in  the  papers,  but  it  would  not 
be  until  the  Conservators  had  considered  the 
representations  of  the  angling  societies  and 
others.  The  second  letter  was  to  the  effect  that 
as  the  Conservators  wished  to  proceed  as  caidy  as 
possible  with  the  draft,  they  would  feel  obliged 
if  the  Association  would  forward  its  views  on  the 
subject  without  delay.  In  conclusion,  the  chair¬ 
man  said  there  were  many  present  w'ho  had  come 
prepared  for  the  discussion,  and  he  should  there¬ 
fore  call  upon  Mr.  Close  to  address  the  meeting. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  B.  Close  (Gresham  Angling  Society), 
said  it  was  well  within  the  knowledge  of  those 
present  that  a  meeting  had  already  taken  place 
there  in  regard  to  the  bye-laws,  and  the  views 
then  expressed  were  views  given  forth  by  anglers 
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■who  thoroughly  knew  what  they  wanted,  and 
their  demands  were  moderate  in  every  shape  and 
form.  They  asked  for  nothing  else  then  what 
was  due  to  them,  and  what  was  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  times.  (Hear,  hear.)  Since 
the  introduction  of  the  Mundella  Act  little  had 
been  done  with  regard  to  the  fence  months  being 
altered,  and  at  the  meeting  referred  to  an 
alteration  was  suggested.  The  Association  also 
asked,  for  an  increased  size  of  fish,  but  both 
applications  had  been  most  utterly  disregarded. 
(Cheers.,  There  was  only  one  point  in  the 
framing  of  the  new  draft  upon  which  the  Con¬ 
servators  had  given  them  any  satisfaction.  He 
referred  to  their  proposition  to  abolish  trailing. 
(Cheers.)  That  step,  he  believed,  was  thoroughly 
appi’eciated  by  all  anglers.  (Hear,  hear.)  But 
what  else  had  the  Conservators  done  P  They  had 
increased  the  powers  of  the  riparian  owners,  who, 
he  thought,  could  take  care  of  themselves  very 
well,  and  look  after  their  own  interests  without 
the  assistance  of  the  Thames  Consfervators. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  maintained  that  their  rights, 
instead  of  being  increased,  should  have  been  very 
considerably  curtailed.  (Hear,  hear.)  There 
was  no  saying  if  the  bye- law.s  were  made  law  how 
far  they  would  be  able  to  go.  He  could  see  in 
those  laws  the  greatest  amount  of  danger  that 
had  ever  threatened  the  London  anglers,  for  they 
would  enable  every  small  man  claiming  a  few 
yards  of  frontage,  every  small  miller,  in  fact, 
any  one  who  had  an  atom  of  land  adjacent 
to  the  river,  to  net  it.  Worse  than  that, 
the  Conservators  proposed  to  make  a  decrease  in 
the  size  of  the  mesh  of  the  net  they  were  now 
using.  (Shame.)  They  further  intimated  that 
they  intended  to  abolish  the  licence  to  net  which 
now  had  to  he  obtained  by  the  riparian  owners. 
(Shame.)  Many  of  the  riparian  owners  discarded 
the  netting  hecarrse  it  did  not  pay  them  to  do  it, 
hut  now  to  make  the  matter  a  more  paying  con¬ 
cern,  the  size  of  mesh  had  been  reduced  fully 
twenty-five  per  cent.  This  was  a  very  great 
source  of  danger  to  the  anglers.  He  asked  them 
to  protect  their  interests.  What  were  those 
interests  P  They  had  their  rights  as  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  public,  and  as  anglers  who  had  put 
money  into  the  water.  They  had  subscribed  to 
various  fishery  associations,  from  the  T.A.P.S.  to 
the  society  at  Oxford,  in  order  that  fish  could  be 
purchased  and  placed  in  the  Thames.  Were 
their  rights,  therefore,  to  go  unprotected  P  He 
said,  no.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  anglers  had 
been  made  a  butt  of — they  had  been  the  ones  who 
had  goneiothewall,  whilst  the  ri])arian  owners  had 
been  elevated  to  the  top  of  the  tree.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  believed  they  would  give  vent  to  their  feelings 
in  the  matter  without  forgetting  their  position  as 
sportsmen — they  would  speak  moderately,  hut 
firmly,  rally  to  the  front,  and  fight  the  tpiestion 
out  in  a  straightforward  way.  (Cheers.)  He 
tiuisted  that  whatever  discussion  took  place,  it 
would  be  in  the  true  spirit  of  moderation, 
and  that  they  would  march  steadily  on  to 
a  good  cause,  and  with  right  on  their  side. 
(Cheers.)  He  begged  to  move  the  following 
resolution  : 

“  We,  the  delegates  to  the  Anglers’ Association, 
after  carefully  considering  the  proposed  new 
fishery  laws,  protest  against  the  same  becoming 
law,  as,  in  our  opinion,  several  of  the  changes  in 
the  bye-laws  would  be  most  prejudicial  to  our 
interests  and  detrimental  to  the  fisheries  on  the 
Biver  Thames ;  we  object  more  particularly  to  the 
following  :  1.  To  the  greater  powers  to  be  given 
to  riparian  owners  and  others,  by  (a)  the  reduction 
in  the  size  of  the  mesh  of  the  net,  (h)  the  abolition 
of  the  special  licences  now  necessary  to  enable 
owners  of  private  fisheries  to  use  nets,  &c.,  (o) 
allowing  owners  of  private  fisheries  to  lay  night 
lines  for  eels.  2.  Prohibiting  the  use  of  the  gaff. 
:5.  Including  chub  and  excluding  gudgeon  for  use 
as  baits.  4.  Omitting  the  list  ot  fish  which  may 
he  taken,  during  the  fence  months  for  coarse  fish, 
for  use  as  bait  for  trout.  5.  In  ignoring  the 
strong  representations  of  this  association  (a)  as 
to  the  sizes  of  fish,  (b)  altering  the  existing  fence 
months,  (c)  and  the  reduction  of  the  speed  of 
steamboats.  We  are  further  of  opinion  that  rod 
and  line  fishing  ought  to  be  permitted  bet'ween 
London  Bridge  and  Yantlet  Creek.” 

.Mr.  M.vuriott  (Waltonians)  seconded  the  reso¬ 
lution,  and  suggested  that  a  deputation  should 
he  formed  to  wait  upon  the  Privy  Council.  With 
rcg.ird  to  the  riparian  owners  getting  increased 


powers  into  their  hands,  he  had  certain  surmises 
as  to  why  they  -were  endeavouring  to  obtain 
them.  They  had  pretty  well  shown  they  were  no 
friends  to  the  anglers,  and  he  (Mr.  Marriott) 
must  confess  that  perhaps  they  had  some  reason 
for  the  objections  that  some  of  them  entertained 
towards  the  anglers.  They  (the  fishermen)  did 
not  go  as  they  used  to  do  years  ago  in  twos  or 
threes,  but  a  vast  army  of  anglers  went  out  of 
London  every  Sunday,  and  they  knew  there  were 
certain  pious  riparian  owners  who  objected  to 
Sunday  fishing.  Then,  again,  they  had  not  alto¬ 
gether  eliminated  the  rowdy  element  from  their 
midst — (hear,  hear) — -who  went  out  and  did  not 
behave  themselves  as  they  ought  to  do.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Such  a  state  of  things  was,  however,  fast 
dying  out,  and  he  hoped  the  rowdy  angler  would 
soon  become  a  thing  of  the  past.  (Hear,  hear.) 
All  he  could  say  was  that  if  the  bye-laws,  as  at 
present  drafted,  became  law,  they  would  ruin  the 
Thames  fisheries,  and  therefore  they  were  to  he 
resisted  in  every  shape  and  form.  It  was  mons¬ 
trous  to  think  that  on  a  prior  occasion  the  Con¬ 
servancy  had  invited  their  suggestions  and  then 
entirely  ignored  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  had 
an  idea  in  his  mind  that  the  movement  which 
had  been  set  on  foot  by  the  Corporation  to  claim 
the  river  as  far  as  Oxford,  might  have  caused  the 
riparian  owners  to  agitate  for  increased  rights. 
If  they  obtained  extra  rights,  they  would  of 
course  ask  for  increased  compensation,  and  the 
public  would  then  be  absolutely  paying  for  their 
own  property,  because  if  the  public  looked  up  some 
of  the  old  charters,  they  would  find  that  they 
had  more  rights  on  the  Thames  than  they  were 
aware  of.  He  did  say  they  as  anglers  must  look 
at  the  matter  in  a  serious  light,  for  the  new 
laws,  if  adopted,  would  prove  greatly  injurious 
to  the  fisheries. 

Mr.  Rushton  (Beaufoy  Anglers)  gave  several 
instances  where,  about  three  years  ago,  he  had 
been  called  upon  to  cease  fishing  in  the  Pang- 
bourne  and  Mapledurham  districts  because  it  was 
alleged  that  they  were  private  fisheries.  He  had 
been  even  ordered  off  weirs  when  in  possession  of 
the  Thames  Conservancy  ticket.  When  he  -wrote 
to  the  Conservancy  they  replied  the  ticket  was 
issued  subject  to  the  existing  rights.  He  (the 
speaker)  thought  the  Conservancy  upheld  the 
riparian  owners’  rights. 

Mr.  Close  pointed  out  that  certain  rights 
existed  up  the  Thames  over  which  the  Con¬ 
servancy  or  any  other  body  had  no  control. 

Mr.  Manning  (Izaak  Walton)  urged  the  anglers 
to  offer  their  earnest  protest  against  the  so-called 
new  bye-laws.  Increased  netting  on  the  Thames 
would  mean  a  decrease  in  preservation,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  no  society  would  place  any 
more  fish  in  the  river  when  they  were  to  be  taken 
out  by  persons  having  no  right  to  them.  Would 
those  present  add  fish  to  the  Thames  when  they 
knew  that  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry  could  put  their 
nets  in  and  catch  them  whenever  they  liked  ? 
He  said  no !  If  the  increased  powers  were  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  riparian  owners,  then  angling  up 
the  Thames,  at  no  distant  date,  would  become 
a  thing  of  the  past.  They  spoke  that  evening  for 
several  thousand  anglers,  and  he  trusted  that 
they  would  do  all  in  their  power  to  stop  the  bye¬ 
laws  becoming  law,  for — he  could  not  help  ex¬ 
pressing  himself  thus — they  were  the  most 
abominable  ever  drafted,  and  the  “  wickedest 
cut  ”  ever  aimed  at  the  liondon  anglers.  (Cheers.) 
He  hoped  that  there  would  be  only  one  opinion 
in  reference  to  them ;  and  he  trusted  that 
they  should  never  live  to  see  them  enforced. 
(Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  said  he  spoke  as  a  delegate  now, 
and  he  did  not  quite  agree  with  the  opinion  that  a 
deputation  should  be  formed  to  wait  upon  the 
Privy  Council,  as  the  Thames  Conservators  had 
requested  them  to  send  them  on  their  views.  On 
the  other  hand  he  would  suggest  that  a  deputation 
be  appointed  from  that  meeting  to  wait  on  the  Con¬ 
servators.  He  was  of  opinion  that  that  would  be  the 
best  plan.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  little  prema¬ 
ture  to  go  to  the  Privy  Council.  He  urged  them  to 
conduct  the  matter  in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  if  they 
then  found  that  the  Thames  Conservators  ignored 
them,  let  them  fight  them  tooth  and  nail.  (Cheers.) 
If  the  worst  came  to  the  worst  he  was  sure  the 
anglers  would  not  be  found  wanting  should  an 
appeal  for  funds  bo  made.  (Cheers.)  With  regard 
to  the  bye-laws  they  were  certainly  dead  against 
anglers,  and  his  impression  was  that  anyone 
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could,  upon  the  invitation  of  the  riparian  owners, 
net  the  fisheries.  The  matter  wanted  explaining 
to  the  Conservators,  and  he  begged  to  suggest  the 
deputation  referred  to. 

Mr.  Marriott  remarked  that  the  Conservancy 
had  asked  them  for  their  views,  and  had  brought 
in  a  set  of  monstrous  regulations  like  the  present. 
If  the  anglers  were  going  to  act  they  must  act 
(juickly. 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  that  the  Conser¬ 
vators  were  not  obliged  to  ask  the  anglers  for 
their  views. 

Mr.  Waltham  (Waltonians)  said  the  bye-laws 
did  not  meet  their  views.  Well,  as  practical  men, 
what  were  they  going  to  do  ?  He  thought  the 
resolution  proposed  'met  every  objection.  He 
thought  if  they  carried  the  resolution,  and  after¬ 
wards  waited  as  a  deputation  on  the  Conservators, 
they  would  be  acting  as  sensible  men.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  Ridgeway  (President  of  the  Eagle  Angling 
Society)  thought  a  committee  ought  to  be  first 
formed  to  argue  out  the  objections  thoroughl}', 
and  then  proceed  in  deputation  form  to  the 
conservators. 

Mr.  Muri’hy  (Good  Intent)  said  he  could  not 
agree  with  Mr.  Ridgeway,  because  it  would  bo 
delaying  time.  He  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Close’s 
resolution  would  cover  the  whole  ground.  He 
advocated  an  immediate  interview  with  the  Con¬ 
servators  to  see  if  they  could  not  induce  them  to 
alter  some  of  the  objectionable  bye-laws.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Messrs.  Goodwin,  Moss,  Parker,  Rozier,  Bart¬ 
lett,  Pain,  and  others  having  spoken,  the  resolu¬ 
tion  was  put  to  the  meeting,  and  carried  without 
a  single  dissentient. 

Subsequently  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  by  a  show  of  hands,  to  form  the  deputa¬ 
tion  to  the  Conservators,  Mr.  Ghurney  being 
instructed,  when  forwarding  the  resolution,  to 
inquire  when  it  would  be  most  convenient  for  the 
reception  of  the  same  by  the  Board :  Messrs. 
Beckett,  Marriott,  Close,  Ridgeway,  Tibbatts, 
Parker,  and  Murphy. 

With  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Beckett  for 
presiding,  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  the 
meeting  then  terminated. 


RICHMOND  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  following  are  the  suggestions  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Piscatorial  Society  : 

Bye-law  4. — Add,  gaff  may  be  used  in  angling. 

Bye-law  6. — The  Richmond  Piscatorial  Society, 
while  thankfully  acknowledging  the  concession 
of  this  rule,  would  again  urge  that  one  be  made 
to  prohibit  gorge  fishing.  Great  numbers  of 
little  jack  (even  smaller  than  permitted  by  the 
present  law)  are  destroyed  by  this  means.  The 
rule  requiring  that  they  shall  be  returned  is 
defeated  because  they  are  killed  before  they  can 
be  measured. 

Bye-law  7. — That  in  this  rule  and  everywhere 
felse,  the  same  system  of  measurement  be  adopted 
to  avoid  confusion,  and  they  would  respectfully 
advise  that  the  old  method  be  retained  of  measur¬ 
ing  the  mesh  from  knot  to  knot. 

Clause  4. — That  the  smelt  net  be  prohibited 
above  London  Bridge,  there  being  no  smelts  in 
those  waters. 

Clause  7. — This  appears  to  be  a  mistake,  a 
landing  net  of  these  dimensions  would  be  a 
mischievous  poaching  instrument,  and  useless  for 
an  angler.  We  would  suppose  that  the  measure¬ 
ment  of  the  diameter  and  the  depth  have  been 
transposed  in  the  printing:  the  former  should  be 
2ft.,  and  the  latter  3ft.  With  regard  to  well  nets, 
they  are  only  required  of  very  small  size,  but 
should  be  of  very  fine  mesh,  as  they  are  only 
required  to  take  minnows  and  other  small  fish 
from  the  well. 

Bye-law  8. — The  Richmond  Piscatorial  Society 
beg  to  tender  their  best  thanks  to  the  Hon. 
Board  of  Thames  Conservancy  for  having 
adopted  their  suggestions  with  respect  to  the 
netting  above  London  Bridge,  but  they  would 
venture  to  point  out  that  it  is  necessary  that  no 
nets  shall  be  used  above  Isleworth  Church  Perry, 
as  formerly,  and  that  the  description  of  fish 
allowed  to  be  taken  by  the  various  nets  should  be 
defined  as  in  the  old  bye-lows. 

Bye-law  15. — The  Richir.ond  Piscatorial  Society 
strongly  recommend  that  the  netting  of  flooded 
meadows  and  ditches  be  prohibited. 
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Bye-law  20.  They  advise  that  if  the  smelt  net 
be  allowed  above  London  Bridge  it  should  not  be 
used  after  March  14. 

Bye-law  23. — The  society  warmly  approves  of 
this  rule,  but  ventures  to  offer  the  following 
suggestion  ;  strike  out  the  words  “  when  angling  ” 
and  insert  “  and  then  only.” 

Bye-law  24. — Night  fishing  from  boat  or  punt 
should  be  prohibited  in  all  parts  of  the  river 
Thames,  as  it  will  be  dangerous  to  navigation, 
and  afliord  an  easy  means  of  poaching  with  nets, 
&c.,  which  cannot  be  used  by  bank  anglers. 

Clause  B. — To  add  the  words  “or  disturb  them  in 
their  passage  over  or  through  any  river.”  They 
are  induced  to  make  this  suggestion  from  having 
observed  vast  quantities  of  small  fish  attempting 
to  ascend  the  weir  shortly  hefore  the  close  season. 
Bushels  of  these  fish  were  taken  by  the  cast-net. 

Bye-law  27. — This  bye-law  as  drawn  is  a 
source  of  great  disappointment  to  the  Richmond 
Piscatorial  Society.  They,  in  common  with  all 
the  other  angling  and  preservation  societies,  had 
suggested  a  much  higher  standard  for  nearly  all 
sorts  of  fish,  and  in  consequence  of  this  unanimity 
had  fully  expected  to  have  seen  those  suggestions 
embodied  in  the  new  rules  ;  but  they  find,  with 
the  single  exception  of  barbel,  the  sizes  are  the 
same  as  formerly.  It  cannot  be  questioned  that 
no  simpler  or  better  means  could  be  devised  for 
increasing  the  stock  of  fair-sized  fish  than  return¬ 
ing  to  the  water  all  the  small  ones.  Moreover,  the 
rinciple  of  this  proposition  is  already  conceded 
y  the  existence  of  the  present  bye-laws,  and 
surely,  when  the  anglers  themselves  offer  to 
diminish  their  sport  by  returning  the  small  fish, 
the  guardians  of  the  fishery  should  be  delighted 
to  accede  to  their  suggestion.  They  would  urge 
that  gudgeon  be  included  in  the  list  of  protected 
fish,  as  this  is  not  only  the  finest  edible  fish  in 
Ihe  river,  but  also  the  principal  food  of  pike  and 
trout.  It  surely  should  be  preserved. 

Bye-laws  31  and  32. — The  society  view  with  ex¬ 
treme  regret  and  apprehension  the  new  privileges 
conferred  upon  the  riparian  owners  by  these  two 
laws.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  propagation  and 
preservation  of  fish  by  various  societies  estab¬ 
lished  for  the  purpose  will  be  abandoned  if  their 
fish  are  to  be  taken  from  the  river  with  nets  of  even 
smaller  mesh  thanwereformerly  allowed,  and  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  conservators  being  obtained. 

Bye-law  34. — To  add,  in  the  ca.se  of  such  mis¬ 
conduct  on  the  part  of  professional  fishermen,  his 
licence  may  be  cancelled  at  the  discretion  of  the 
conservators. 

To  Clause  35,  defining  fisherman,  add,  “or  any 
licensed  fisherman  who  does  not  own  a  boat  or 
punt.” 


m 


The  attention  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
who  is,  ex  officio,  a  conservator  of  the  Thames,  has 
been  drawn  to  the  Proposed  Thames  Fishery 
Bye-laws.  He  has  promised  to  desire  the  other 
members  of  the  Corporation  who  are  on  the 
Board  of  Conservancy  to  consider  the  matter. 
I  shall  be  vastly  surprised  if  the  representatives 
of  the  City  will  allow  bye-laws  to  be  passed 
which  would  have  a  bad  effect  on  the  Thames 
fisheries.  Unfortunately  aldermen  have  not,  as 
a  rule,  much  knowledge  of  fishery  preservation, 
and  it  is  therefore  necessary,  whenever  the  con¬ 
servators,  as  a  body,  threaten  to  do  anything 
which  would  be  adverse  to  the  interests  of  London 
anglers,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  his  colleagues  to  the  matter. 


The  London  anglers  have  spoken.  The  dele¬ 
gates  of  eighty-four  anglers’  clubs  at  the  Foresters’ 
Hall,  on  Monday,  represented  something  like 
four  thousand  five  hundred  anglers,  and  these 
with  no  uncertain  voice  carried  a  series  of  resolu¬ 
tions  which  must  convince  the  Conservators  that 
London  anglers  are  to  a  man  against  them  in 
their  policy  of  deferring  to  the  wishes  of  the 
persons  who  lay  claim  to  the  fisheries  of  the 
Thames.  Resolutions  were  arrived  at  which  were 
entirely  in  accord  with  those  passed  by  the 
several  Thames  fishery  preservation  societies 
which  protect  the  river  between  London  and 
Oxford,  and  with  the  views  repeatedly  expressed 
in  these  column.s. 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


Thehe  are  two  Acts  which  have  to  be  examined. 
In  1883  there  was  a  Thames  Act  passed,  giving 
the  conservators  power  to  tax  launch  owners,  and 
making  it  an  offence  to  navigate  any  vessel  at  such 
speed  as  would  endanger  life  or  cause  damage  to 
the  banks,  “  or  to  any  other  property.”  Now  I  take 
it  that  a  fishery  is  “  property,”  and  that  a  launcb 
driver  could  be  summoned  for  driving  his  launch 
at  such  speed  as  to  injure  a  fishery.  Note  that  no 
particular  rate  of  speed  is  mentioned.  In  each  case 
the  question  is  not  how  many  miles  an  hour,  but 
was  damage  being  done  or  life  endangered  ? 


Looking  at  the  Thames  Act  of  18(J4, 1  find  that 
the  Conservators  are  given  powei’s  to  make  bye¬ 
laws  “  for  the  preserving  and  regulating  of  the 
fisheries  in  the  river  Thames  and  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  fish  therein ;  for  the  prohibition  of 
the  use  of  nets  and  apparatus  improper  to  be  used 
for  taking  fish;  for  determining  the  times  during 
which  the  taking  of  any  particular  kinds  of  fish 
may  not  be  practised.”  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
foregoing  remarks  that  launches  may  not  be 
worked  to  the  injury  of  “  property,”  i.e.,  fisheries, 
and  that  the  conservators  have  wide  general 
powers  to  preserve  fish.  Therefore  I  venture  to 
say  that  unless  there  are  Acts  of  which  I  am  not 
aware,  the  conservators  have  the  power  to  make 
a  bye-law  to  the  effect  that  during  the  fence 
months  and,  for  the  matter  of  that,  at  all  other 
times  as  well,  no  vessel  shall  be  driven  at  such  a 
rate  of  speed  as  to  injure  the  fisheries  of  the 
Thames.  It  may  be  said  that  such  a  bye-law 
might  have  a  bad  effect  on  the  trade  which  is 
carried  on  on  the  river,  but  if  that  objection  is 
taken  and  pressed,  then  steam  tugs  might  be 
excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  bye-law, 
though  why  steam  tugs  should  have  the  privilege 
of  injuring  fisheries  I  do  not  know. 


Has  not  the  time  come  when  anglers  might 
ask  the  Conservators  to  abolish  netting  on  the 
Thames  altogether?  N.B. — The  conservators  have 
the  power  to  entirely  stop  netting  on  the  Upper 
Thames.  The  netting  rights  of  private  persons 
are  not  reserved  to  them  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
but  are  expressly  left  under  the  operation  of  the 
bye-laws.  ___ 

M.vny  anglers  who  visit  Killaloe  will  be  sorry 
to  hear  that  the  obliging  station-master,  Mr. 
Grace,  has  been  dismissed  from  his  post  for  no 
fault,  after  thirty  years’  service.  Mr.  Grace 
writes  me  that  he  is  now  dependent  for  a  liveli¬ 
hood  on  the  rooms  which  his  wife  lets  to  anglers, 
and  as  these  are  both  clean  and  comfortable, 
according  to  the  people  who  have  stayed  in  them 
often,  several  seasons  in  succession,  let  it  be 
hoped  that  he  and  his  family  will  prosper.  Clean, 
comfortable  lodgings  are  quite  uncommon  in 
Ireland.  I  hear  that  a  small  local  agitation  has 
arisen  with  a  view  to  Mr.  Grace’s  reinstatement. 
There  is  a  bit  of  free  water  at  Killaloe  in  which 
over  twenty  salmon  were  killed  early  last  spring. 

Templar. 


The  Suffolk  anp  Essex  Stour. — Sea  Fisheries 
Regulation  Act,  1888  (51  &  52  Viet.,  c.  54). — 
Order  conferring  the  powers  of  a  local  fisheries 
committee  on  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the 
Stour  (Suffolk  and  Essex)  Fishery  District. 
Whereas  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Stour 
(Suffolk  and  Essex)  Fishery  District  are  a  board 
of  salmon  conservators,  having  jurisdiction  over 
the  area  comprised  within  the  fishery  district  of 
the  River  Stour  (dividing  the  counties  of  Suffolk 
and  Essex)  formed  and  defined  under  the  Salmon 
and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  1861  to  1886,  and 
the  Fisheries  Act,  1891,  by  a  certificate  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  dated  the  23rd  day  of  September, 
1891  :  And  whereas  an  application  for  the 
creation  of  a  sea  fisheries  district  comprising  that 
area  or  part  thereof  has  been  refused  :  Now, 
therefore,  the  Board  of  Trade,  by  virtue  of  the 
powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Regulation  Act,  1888,  and  otherwise,  do  hereby 
confer  upon  the  said  board  of  conservators  the 
powers  of  a  local  fisheries  committee  with  respect 
to  the  above-mentioned  area  underand  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act, 
1888.  Signed  and  sealed  by  order  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  this  12th  day  of  January,  1893. — (Signed) 
Courtenay  Boyle,  Acting  Secretary  to  the  said 
Board. 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.”— T.  E.  Pbitt. 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  THAMES  FISHERY' 
BYHl-LAWS. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — As  an  old  angler  I  feel  in¬ 
terested  in  the  controversy  respecting  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  bye-laws  for  the  Thames  Fishery,  and 
especially  as  an  angler,  during  nearly  thirty  years, 
for  Thames  pike.  Remembering  the  grand  sport 
that,  years  ago,  could  be  obtained  among  those  fish, 
before  such  hosts  of  “  trailers,”  boatists,  and  steam- 
launches  frequented  the  river,  I  naturally  am  sur¬ 
prised  that  the  conservators  of  the  Thames  in¬ 
structed  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  of  the  River  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  to  draw  up  a  scale  of  sizes — in 
some  instances  so  ridiculously  small  for  the  fishes 
of  our  metropolitan  river.  I’ossibly  Severn  grows 
no  big  pike,  and  chub  may  not  be  valued  as  sport¬ 
giving  fish  in  waters  which  hold  salmon.  But 
here,  on  Thames,  anglers  do  value  those  fish,  and 
a  sure  and  certain  way  to  exterminate  them  both  is  to 
use  baby  chub  as  baits,  to  catch  immature  and 
consequently  infertile  jack. 

The  late  Frank  Buckland  maintained  that  jack 
were  infertile  unless  of  more  than  three  pounds 
weight,  and  I  doubt  if  one  of  twenty-two  inches 
(the  newly-proposed  extreme  length)  would  weigh 
that.  “  If  all  the  chickens  were  killed  how  should 
we  be  off  for  laying-hens?”  and  “  if  all  the  calves, 
what  about  beef?”  also,  if  immature  fisb,  too 
young  to  reproduce  their  species,  what  is  to 
become  of  the  angler’s  sport,  to  say  nothing  as 
to  f resh- water  _/i8/i-/ood ;  and  a  pike — in  season — 
nicely  roasted  or  baked,  with  savoury  stuffing,  is, 
as  Izaak  Walton  affirmed,  “  a  dish  of  meat,  too 
good  for  any  but  anglers,  or  honest  men.”  My 
own  opinion  is,  that  a  jack  of  legal  “  killable  size  ” 
should  be  twenty-four  inches  long. 

The  “  slaughter  of  so  many  innocents  ”  during 
the  last  two  decades  has  depleted  the  Thames  of 
pike,  and  it  is  a  greater  triumph  to  catch  a  ten- 
pounder  now,  than  it  was  to  capture  a  twenty- 
pounder  when  I  began  to  fish  the  river. — Y'ours, 
&c.,  _  A.  Jardine. 


Sir, — Some  months  since  you  afforded  me 
space  for  a  short  review  of  the  suggestions  of  the 
various  angling  societies  and  associations,  made 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board,  for  the  revision  of  the  bye-laws.  It  was 
my  intention,  on  the  appearance  of  the  proposed 
bye-laws  as  drafted,  to  have  treated  them  in  the 
same  spirit,  pointing  out  the  good  that  undoubt¬ 
edly  exists  in  some  of  them,  as,  for  instance,  the 
scheme  for  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  netting 
between  Isleworth  and  London ;  the  abolition  of 
trailing ;  the  retention  of  the  present  fence 
seasons,  &c. ;  and  suggesting  improvements  in 
these,  and  alterations  in  others.  But  the  angling 
mind  appears  to  be  now  too  much  irritated  by  the 
clauses  seeking  to  confer  fresh  privileges  upon 
the  riparian  owners,  to  allow  of  any  calm  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  byo-laws  as  a  whole.  I  will, 
therefore,  with  your  permission,  confine  myself 
to  contrasting  the  conduct  of  the  two  bodies  most 
interested  in  the  subject. 

It  must  have  been  observed  that  the  angling 
and  preservation  societies,  in  discussing  the 
various  propositions  for  altering  the  bye-laws, 
although  exhibiting  various  degrees  of  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  all  appeared  to  be  actuated  by  one 
common  principle — the  improvement  of  the  fishery  ; 
and  however  they  differed  in  opinion,  they 
invariably  sought  that  end — not  at  other  people’s 
expense,  but  by  relinquishing  parts  or  degrees  of 
their  sport,  they  offered  to  give  up  certain 
privileges,  that  the  fish  might  be  increased  in 
size  or  number.  Some  consented  to  shorten  their 
angling  season,  some  offered  to  pay  a  rod  lax, 
some  to  give  up  trailing  or  gorge  baiting ;  all 
agreed  to  put  back  small  fish,  frequently  caught 
after  great  exercise  of  patience,  and  which  they 
are  now  allowed  to  retain.  In  not  one  instance 
did  the  anglers  ask  for  greater  rights  or  powers 
of  fishing,  but  by  imposing  restrictions  upon 
themselves  they  hoped  to  attain  the  desired  end. 

While  the  anglers  were  thus  occupied,  another 
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society — “The  Riparian  Owners’ Association  ” — 
was  considering  the  subject.  They  also  sent  in 
their  suggestions,  hut  not  one  single  ^oord  did  th  y 
contain  for  improving  the  fishery.  Surely  it  would 
have  been  a  graceful  and  generous  act  for  them 
to  have  offered  to  relinquish  soine  of  their  rights, 
or  suppo.sed  rights,  of  fishing;  especially  as  the 
fish  they  catch  are  mostly  reared  or  preserved  by 
the  associations.  But  no  !  not  only  did  they  not 
assist  in  the  preservation,  but  they  actually  asked 
for  increased  powers  of  netting,  and  for  leave  to 
use  nets  having  a  mesh  of  only  a  fraction  more 
than  half  the  size  of  those  at  present  allowed.  And 
these  recommendations  have  been  embodied  al¬ 
most  verbatim  in  the  proposed  bye-laws.  Can  it 
be  wondered  at  that  a  storm  of  indignation  has 
been  excited  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  river  !■' 
Let  us  hope  that  it  may  be  sufficiently  strong  to 
ensure  the  alteration  of  the  rules  in  question. — 
I  am.  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

A  Sox  OF  Fatheu  Thames. 

LONDON  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Sir, — I  heartily  support  “  Goosequill’s  ”  plea 
for  one  representative  body  for  London  anglers, 
and  trust  that  he  will  again  refer  to  and  ])ress 
the.  subject  on  the  attention  of  all  w'ho  indulge  in 
the  gentle  art.  But  may  not  a  little  plain  speak¬ 
ing  be  permitted,  if  only  to  secure  di.^cussion  and 
a  moderate  statement  of  the  advantages  that 
would  be  derived  from  such  a  fusion  of  capital, 
interest,  and  experience.  If  one  reason  for  the 
opposition  to  this  is  a  fear  on  the  part  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  present  twm  bodies  that  they 
might  be  loft  out  in  the  cold  by  an  amalgamation, 
why  not  start  with  the  understanding  that  both 
committees  should  be  blended  into  one,  and  that 
they  should  form  the  one  committee  of  the  one 
and  undivided  body. 

This  would  result  in  much  less  expense  being 
incurred  in  the  society,  or  whatever  it  might  be 
called,  enormous  power  and  influence  much  more 
likely  to  be  impartial  in  securing  waters  east  and 
west,  north  and  south,  as  each  district,  being 
properly  represented,  could  justly  claim  fair  con¬ 
sideration  from  the  governing  body.  I  use  this 
term  advisedly,  but  by  no  means  assume  that  the 
general  body  of  members  should  have  the  right 
to  suggest  and  of  veto,  in  other  words,  govern¬ 
ment  by  and  for  the  people. 

May  I  plead  that  someone  generally  known, 
with  influence,  someone  to  whom  anglers  can  look 
to  with  respect  and  confidence,  will  take  this 
matter  in  hand  and  do  what  he  can  to  unite  at 
present  divided  interest. — I  am,  &c., 

(Gresham.)  _  Geo.  Chambers. 


FIFTH  RYE  HOUSE  COMPETITION 
Ix  Aid  of  the  Axglers’  Bexevolext  axd  Cox- 

A  ALESC  EXT  IIOME  FuNDS. 

Sir, — A  preliminary  meeting  was  held  at 
Foresters’  Hall  on  Friday,  the  13th  inst.,  when 
the  following  gentlemen  formed  a  committee; 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Beckett,  S.  Malby,  J.  G.  Laming, 
R.  Ghurney,  R.  Murphy,  E.  Clark,  C,  Watling, 
G.  Manninsr,  S.  Jones,  B.  Abrahams,  Beesley,  W. 
J.  Wade,  G.  Norris,  J.  R.  Close,  and  H.  Shead, 
Avith  power  to  add.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
meet  any  gentlemen  at  the  Foresters’  Hall  on 
Friday,  the  27th  inst.,  at  9.30. — Yours  truly, 

S.  Malba’,  Secretary. 


POACHING  ON  THE  TWEED.— THE  REV. 
MR.  DRYERRE’S  LETTER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  astonished  to  see  Mr. 
Dryerre’s  argument  that  “if  it  is  right  for  rod- 
fisliing  to  go  on  until  December,  it  ought  to  be 
righii  for  net-fishing. 

As  I  understand  the  matter.  Parliament  has 
imposed  on  the  netsmen  a  limit  which  jirevents 
them  from  ruining  their  own  industry,  and  has 
at  the  same  time  given  the  proprietors  of  the 
upper  waters,  where  the  breeding  takes  place,  a 
])rivilege  which  induces  them  to  protect  the  fish 
for  their  own  sakes.  If  the  nets  were  not  taken 
olf  the  fishing  in  the  upper  Avaters  Avould  not  be 
Avorth  protecting.  Such  salmon  as  struggled 
through  would  be  massacred  on  the  redds,  and 
in  a  lew  years  salmon  in  the  Tweed  would  be  a 
thing  of  the  jiast.  The  netsmen,  competing 
among  them.'elves,  Avere  not  united  enough  nor 
unselfish  enough  to  ]nit  a  limit  on  themselves, 
and,  after  all,  Avhy  should  the  dwellers  at  a  rivei-’s 
mouth  have  the  Avhole  benefit  of  a  river,  Avhile 


those  persons  whose  property  produced  the  stock 
of  fish  that  supplied  the  river  Avere  to  get  no 
benefit.®  Parliament,  therefore,  stepped  in,  and 
imposed  on  the  netsmen  a  limit,  which  is  an  all¬ 
round  benefit.  It  benefits  the  netsmen  by  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  supply  of  fish  and  by  interesting  the 
proprietors  of  the  upper  Avaters  in  keeping  up  the 
stock.  It  benefits  those  proprietors  by  giving 
them  a  chance  of  some  fish,  and  by  en.abling  them 
to  let  their  waters.  It  benefits  the  river-side 
dwellers  by  bringing  to  them  a  large  influx  of 
anglers  who  cause  a  good  deal  of  money  to 
circulate  which  Avould  otherwise  be  spent  else- 
Avhere.  Whether  the  actual  limit  chosen  be  the 
best  possible  I  have  not  the  experience  to  say,  but 
in  princiide  it  seems  to  me  this  compromise  by 
Act  of  Parliament  is  eminently  just  and  salutary. 
— Your.o,  &c.,  _  Val  Coxsox. 


Dear  Sir, — I  have  little  to  say  to  Mr.  Tod’s 
letter.  In  many  points  it  is  supplemental.  I 
write  from  a  district,  and  with  only  that  district 
practically  in  my  mind,  where  the  fi.shing  is 
(ihsolutely  free  to  all  for  miles.  The  value  and 
right  of  letting  is  altogether  another  question. 
It  is  a  ({uestion  how  early  salmon  would  care  to 
come  up  the  Tweed  even  if  the  netting  did  not 
hinder  them.  But  I,  for  one,  would  only  be  too 
delighted  if  the  netting  stopped  a  month  sooner 
than  it  does,  to  allow  us  here  to  get  salmon,  if  it 
would  not  he  a  ^cholesale  destruction  of  ova. 

I  am  a  wee  bit  amused  at  the  ascription  of 
ignorance  to  me  because  I  have  not  taken  a 
“  jiractical  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.’’  Were  it  to  do  any  good,  I  could  show  that 
his  supposed  analogy  does  not  run  on  all  fours  by 
the  suppression  of  an  essential  leg.  “  If  it  is  fair 
to  net  at  Berwick  it  is  equally  fair  to  net  at 
Innerleithen.  If,  as  at  Berwick,  the  law  permits 
so  doing,  which  it  does  at  Berwick,  otherwise  it 
would  not  be  fair.”  However,  this  is  neither 
here  nor  there. 

Rcga’-ding  my  letter  of  Jan.  7,  I  may  say  that  a 
petition  is  in  the  Home  Secretary’s  hands  at  present 
respecting  two  who  were  convicted  and  imprisoned 
on  the  bailiff’s  Avord.  I  sent  the  editor  the  report, 
cut  from  the  paper.  I  quote  from  the  petition  : 
“The  accused  were  first  accosted  by  the  Avater 
bailifi's  at  Selkir  k  Station,  when  they  had  in  their 
possession  two  salmon  and  five  sea  trout.  The 
bailiffs  accused  them  of  taking  the  fish  with  a 
hook  used  otherwise  than  as  a  bait.  The  bailiffs 
did  not  see  the  accused  fishing,  and  there  was 
absolutely  no  evidence  against  them.  Though 
one  cf  the  fish  had  a  hook  mark  on  its  side,  the 
water  bailiff  admitted  that  the  fish  might  have 
been  marked  first  and  then  caught  by  accused  in 
a  perfectly  legal  manner.  But,  by  the  Tweed 
Fisheries  Amendment  Act,  1859,  the  proof  that  a 
fish  has  been  taken  in  a  legal  way  is  thrown  on 
the  accused,  and  because  the  sheriff  held  that  B. 
and  S.  Tyson  had  not  done  this,  he,  in  the  absence 
of  any  proof  of  their  guilt,  found  them  guilty. 

“It  is  simply  impossible  for  any  angler  fishing 
alone  to  do  this  (I'.e.,  prove  his  innocence).  I  am 
also  desired  to  bring  under  your  notice  this  point, 
that  if  a  fisher  takes  a  comptinion  with  him  to 
prove  he  has  been  fishing  legally,  the  authorities 
can,  by  their  procedure,  render  this  precaution 
useless.  J.  and  B.  Tyson  had  only  one  rod 
between  them.  The  prosecution  had  no  Avitnesses 
to  show  that  either  of  them  had  been  fishing. 
The  Tysons’  advocate  asked  that  they  might  be 
tried  separately,  so  that  one  might  give  evidence 
in  favour  of  the  other.  The  sheriff  refused  his 
reijucst,  and  the  Procurator  Fiscal,  who  prose¬ 
cuted,  gave  reasons  for  ‘not  being  fool  enough’ 
to  charge  one  of  the  accused  only.  Thus  these 
iniquitous  Tweed  Acts  throw  on  the  accused  the 
proving  of  his  innocence,  and  the  authorities,  by 
their  procedure,  depriA'e  him  of  the  only  means 
by  AA'hich  he  can  prove  that  innocence.” 

I  n  ay  say  that  this  is  an  honest  statement  of 
the  evidence,  and  against  such  iniquity  I  am  at  war 
to  the  death.  If  this  was  the  only  case,  the  law 
should  be  altered,  and  at  once.  But  it  is  not. 
There  have  been  many  cases  of  this  description, 
but,  for  all  practical  purposes,  one  is  enough. 

My  name  is  unfortunate.  It  is  Drvtrre,  not 
“Dryens.” 

Thanking  iMr.  Todd  for  his  comments,  and 
trusting,  if  he  is  a  near  neighbour,  he  may  make 
a  call  when  the  trout  are  on  the  take,  I  remain, 
JoHX  Mei.dri'm  Drverre. 

Congregational  Manse,  Innerleithen. 


RE  THAMES  ANGLING  REPORTS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  stroke  of  genius  displayed  by 
“  B.”  in  suggesting  that  the  truth  can  only  be 
told  by  people  who  subscribe  (I  suppose  Is.  per 
annum)  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  is  original. 

I  say  the  fish  were  not  caught,  and  you  seem 
not  to  be  aware  that  the  local  paper  declines  to 
report  such  nonsense  as  these  statements  for  the 
future. 

Now  if  “  B.”  can  prove  to  your  satisfaction 
that  the  reports  are  true,  I  Avill  engage  to  pay  to 
the  West  London  Hosjiital  the  sum  of  two 
guineas. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

Castelnau,  Barpes,  S.W.  W.  H.  Elsmore. 


OPENING  OP  SALMON  FISHING  ON 
LOGH  TAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  report  of  opening  of  rod¬ 
fishing  on  Loch  Tay.  On  the  Ifith,  on  the 
Reserve  Avater,  IMr.  II.  E.  Broad  caught  salmon 
lOlb. ;  on  the  hotel  Avater,  IMr.  Robin,  2t!li) ,  and 
unfortunately  lost  another  ;  Mr.  Aitkin,  Litter- 
ellan,  salmon,  2311).  On  the  17th,  IMr.  Aitkin  one 
.salmon,  22Mb.;  Mr.  'I’lios.  Russell,  salmon,  Ifilb.  ; 
on  the  ReserA'o  water,  Robson,  keeper,  one  salmon 
Kill). — Yours  truly,  W.  Kxigiit. 

Kenmoro,  Perthshire,  N.B. 


SPRING  SALMON  FISHING. 

Sir, — Each  angling  season  I  receive  from  your 
English  and  Scotch  readers  ever  so  many  ir.quirie.s 
about  good  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  fishing  in 
li-eland,  and  especially  on  the  Shannon.  Some¬ 
times  I  am  able  to  tell  them  of  something  good, 
and  sometimes  not.  I  am  in  a  position  now,  Iioav- 
ever,  to  offer  any  of  your  readers  a  splendid 
reach  of  strictly  preserved  water  in  the  Shannon 
here  at  Killaloe,  good  for  salmon  and  trout.  Two 
miles  of  water,  one  side  of  river,  room  for  two  or 
three  rods.  Would  be  let  from  Feb.  1  to  April 
15.  Last  spring  salmon  of  42Mb  ,  381b.,  371b. — 
35Mh.,  and  all  weights  downwards  to  151b.  were 
angled  on  the  preserves  above  referred  to.  Splen¬ 
did  stock  of  brown  trout  also.  Rent  very  mode¬ 
rate.  Excellent  accommodation  in  private  fishing 
lodge,  within  three  minutes  of  river. 

The  journey  from  London  to  Killaloe  is  very 
rapid.  In  fine,  one  may  leave  Euston  at  7.30  p.m. 
and  be  among  the  salmon  at  noon  next  day  here. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe.  S.  J.  Hurley. 

[Our  old  correspondent,  Mr.  Hurley,  must  take 
the  entire  responsibility  for  this  glowing  descrip¬ 
tion,  and  Avill  doubtless  give  full  information  to 
any  of  our  readers  who  may  want  it;  he  Avill  also 
remember  that  our  columns  are  always  open  for 
the  airing  of  reasonable  complaints  of  disap¬ 
pointed  anglers.  We  are  always  glad  to  give  our 
readers  information,  and,  above  all  things,  object 
to  their  being  deluded  by  anything  appearing  in 
our  columns. — Ed.]  _ 

THE  THRUMPTON  WATERS— A  CONTRA- 
DIGTION. 

Sir, — Aly  attention  has  been  directed  to  a 
paragraph  in  your  issue  of  the  I4th  inst.,  under 
the  head  of  Provincial  Notes,  “  From  Notting¬ 
ham,”  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  Nottingham 
Wellington  Angling  Society  had  taken  action 
with  resard  to  securing  the  Thrumpton  waters 
from  Lady  Byron,  and  that  “  it  had  been  stated  ” 
that  the  gentlemen  who  already  hold  them,  in¬ 
tended  giving  them  up.  I  beg  to  inform  you 
that  there  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
gentlemen  forming  the  Thrumpton  Fishing  Club 
to  give  up  the  waters,  nor  has  any  such  idea  ever 
been  entertained  by  them,  and  as  long  as  the 
club  is  in  existence,  there  is  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  Lady  Byron  to  disturb  their  tenancy.  I 
shall  therefore  feel  obliged  by  your  contradicting 
the  statement  made  in  j-our  last  Saturday’s 
issue. — Yours  trul3%  H.  H.  Carter, 

Hon.  Sec.  to  the  Thrumpton 
Fishing  Club. 

Eldon  Chambers,  Wheeler-gate, 

Nottingham. 


A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — With  respect  to  the  article  by 
“  Rux  ”  in  (iazetle  of  Jan.  7,  if  your  correspondent, 
“  F.  J.  White,”  Avill  read  it  ‘2.50  dols.,  instead  of 
‘250  dols.,  I  think  it  At  ill  ex]>lain  the  mistake. — • 
Yours  faithfully,  W.  K. 


January  21,  1893] 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

In  my  last  week’s  Notes  I  promised  to  give  to  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  an  outline  of  a  scheme  for 
the  providing  of  a  challenge  cup,  to  be  fished  for  by  the 
members  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association  at 
their  future  angling  contests.  The  idea  was  first  formed 
by  me  some  six  years  ago,  but,  owing  to  certain  diffi¬ 
culties  that  cropped  up  at  that  time,  I  gave  up  the  idea 
until  a  better  opportunity  presented  itself.  I  kept  the 
matter  fresh  in  my  memory,  and  at  the  last  distribution 
of  the  prizes  won  in  the  annual  Birmingham  contest  I 
promised  to  bring  forward  a  scheme  to  obtain  a  suitable 
cup,  without  encroaching  upon  the  general  funds  of  the 
association.  On  Thursday  evening,  the  5th  inst.,  I 
introduced  the  matter  before  the  Birmingham  com¬ 
mittee  for  their  consideration,  the  digest  of  which  was 
as  follows  :  For  some  six  years  past  the  members  of  the 
Birmingham  Association  have,  through  the  grants  made 
annually  from  the  funds,  been  enabled  to  fish  for 
valuable  prizes.  The  grant  year  by  year  voted  for  the 
purchasing  of  prizes  has  always  been  in  advance  of  its 
predecessor,  and  at  all  times  a  goodly  number  of  prizes 
have  been  placed  before  the  members  to  be  competed 
for.  Great  interest  has  upon  every  occasion  been  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  result  of  the  competition,  and  one  and  all 
of  the  contestants  have  tried  to  become  the  possessor  of 
the  chief  prize,  which  at  all  times  has  been  an  article  of 
considerable  value,  which  becomes  the  property  of 
the  member  who  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  catch 
the  heaviest  weight  of  fish.  Every  contest  in  the 
past  has  been  a  decided  success,  but  still,  to  my  mind, 
there  is  something  more  required  to  bring  about  a  keener 
rivalry  between  the  members  of  the  individual  clubs, 
and  to  cause  them  to  strive,  not  only  to  become  the 
possessors  of  the  first  prize,  but  that  the  club  should 
also  share  the  honour  which  the  first  prize  winner  has 
obtained.  With  this  in  view,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
committee,  I  beg  to  ask  the  clubs  and  their  members, 
together  with  certain  gentlemen  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  association,  to  give  mo  their  assist¬ 
ance  in  obtaining  a  suflicient  sum  for  the  purchase  of  a 
challenge  cup  for  the  next  annual  contest.  The  amount 
for  the  purchasing  of  the  cup  I  wish  to  obtain  without 
encroaching  upon  the  funds  of  the  association,  which 
each  year  are  drained  very  low  through  the  expenses  of 
the  annual  contest,  and  the  grant  made  for  prizes.  With 
this  grant  I  do  not  intend  to  interfere  in  the  least, 
for,  on  the  contrary,  I  hope  that  each  year  the  prizes 
will  be  more  valuable  and  numerous  in  the  future, 
although  everything  that  could  be  done  has  been  done, 
in  order  to  make  all  the  prizes  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  the  members ;  but  still  there  has  been  something  more 
required  to  make  the  prizes  more  attractive.  Other 
small  associations  have  their  challenge  cups,  and  I  may 
mention  that  the  Bolton  Association,  with  its  GOO  mem¬ 
bers,  have  a  cup  which  is  fished  for  annually,  the  cost  of 
which  was  .£50.  Now  here  is  an  example  for  the 
Birmingham  anglers,  who  number  3350  members,  to 
imitate.  If  a  small  association  can  have  such  a  valu¬ 
able  trophy  as  this,  why  not  Birmingham  see  what 
they  can  do.  The  motto  of  the  Birmingham  angler 
has  been  “  Forward,”  and  I  hope  to  see  them  still 
maintain  the  honour  of  their  motto.  My  scheme  for 
obtaining  the  necessary  funds  is  as  follows  :  That  each 
club,  with  a  membership  of  thirty-six  members  and  under, 
pay  the  sum  of  5s. ;  over  thirty-six  members,  and  up  to 
fifty  members,  7s.  6d. ;  over  fifty  members,  and  under 
sixty-five  members,  lOs. ;  over  sixty -five  members  and 
under  80  members,  12s.  Gd.  ;  over  80  members  and 
up  to  100  members,  15s.  :  over  lOO  members,  and  up  to 
115  members,  d£l  ;  over  115  men  b  ;rs,  and  up  to  130  mem¬ 
bers,  £l  5s.  ;  over  130  members,  and  up  to  145  members, 
.£1  78.  Gd.  ;  over  145  members,  and  up  to  any  strength, 
ill  lOs.  By  this  means,  and  the  approval  of  the  clubs, 
I  should  bo  able  to  raise  the  sum  of  d£33  12s.  6d.  This 
is  according  to  the  strength  of  the  association  last 
December.  The  host  of  club-houses,  brewers,  tackle- 
makers,  individual  members,  and  others,  would  be 
approached  with  the  object  of  obtaining  a  donation 
towards  the  purchasing  of  the  cup.  The  rules  for  the 
Wding  of  the  cup,  and  how  many  times  to  be  won 
before  becoming  the  actual  property  of  the  club,  to  be 
decided  by  the  association  committee.  I  have  great  con¬ 
fidence  in  bringing  out  this  scheme  to  a  successful  issue. 
The  committee  were,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  idea,  and  the  whole  of  the  clubs 
will,  I  am  sure,  take  up  the  matter,  and  before  many 
months  have  elapsed  I  hope  to  see  my  hopes  realised,  as 
it  is  needless  to  say  that  if  the  scheme  is  carried  out  it 
will  bring  the  Birmingham  association  more  before  the 
imblic  and  the  railway  companies,  and  it  will  also  bo  the 
means  of  augmenting  the  funds  of  the  association  to  a 
great  extent. 

A  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Benevolent 
Society  was  held  on  Friday  evening,  Jan.  13,  at  the 
Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  Mr.  T  Coles, 
presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  secretary  read  a  list  of  the  clubs  which  were  not 
connected  with  the  society,  and  gave  those  who  had  only 
a  few  members  connected  with  the  society,  when  it  was 
decided  to  visit  the  societies  in  question,  and  induce  as 
many  members  as  possible  to  join.  The  clubs  would  be 
visited  as  early  as  possible,  and  reports  given  in  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  committee.  A  report  of  a  visit  to 
the  Aston  Mayor  Society  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  Hughes. 
The  report  went  to  show  that  the  gentleman  had  induced 
about  a  dozen  of  the  members  to  join  the  society.  A 


report  was  sent  from  the  Spring  Hill  Society  to  the 
effect  that  one  of  their  memhers,  who  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Benevolent  Society,  died  on  Wednesday  last. 
The  vice-president  brought  before  the  meeting  the 
advisability  of  holding  a  Sunday  evening  meeting,  when 
readings,  songs,  and  instrumental  music  will  be  given, 
after  which  a  collection  will  be  made  on  behalf  of  the 
funds  of  the  society.  The  idea  was  approved  of,  and 
the  date  fixed  for  Feb.  12,  the  concert  to  take  place  at 
the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  chair  taken  at  6.30. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

This  week,  as  last  week,  has  been  very  dull  in  Derby¬ 
shire  angling  circles.  The  waters  up  to  this  morning 
were  very  low,  but  yesterday’s  snowstorm,  accompaniei 
by  the  thaw,  has  brought  down  the  rivers,  particularly 
the  Derwent  and  Dove,  in  volume,  much  above  what  we 
have  recently  been  accustomed  to.  Nevertheless,  they 
are  not  as  yet  too  heavy,  and,  if  we  have  no  more  rain,  fish¬ 
ing  should  still  be  practicable.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is 
melted  snow,  not  rain,  that  has  really  swollen  the  rivers ; 
but,  as  everyone  knows,  a  very  little  snow  broth  in  water 
is  much  more  prejudicial  to  sport  than  even  a  heavy  flood. 
Some  very  fair  grayling  fishing  has  lately  been  obtained 
in  the  Eocester  district,,  though,  unfortunately,  it  has 
not  been  with  the  fly.  Most  local  anglers,  in  Derbyshire, 
seem  to  fight  shy  of  the  fly,  and  prefer  to  use  the 
maggot.  Every  one  to  his  taste,  but  we  should  think 
that  one  good  grayling  killed  on  the  fly  was  equal  to 
half  a  dozen  killed  by  the  maggot,  though,  of  course, 
worming,  as  developed  by  Mr.  Walbran,  for  grayling, 
is  almost,  if  not  quite,  as  scientific  as  fly  fishing. 
The  bag  we  refer  to  was  one  of  five  brace,  which 
is  vary  fair  as  things  go  nowadays.  Talking  of 
grayling  reminds  me  that  I  assisted  at  the  netting  of 
a  certain  portion  of  the  Dove  the  other  day  from 
Tutbury  Weir  down  to  Tutbury  Bridge.  We  did 
not,  it  is  true,  net  the  whole  of  the  reach,  and  our  main 
object  was  the  capture  of  the  diseased  salmon  noted  in 
last  week’s  letter.  In  this  we  failed,  nor  did  we  see  any 
signs  of  it,  nor  of  any  other  fish  of  the  salmon  kind. 
TUe  Dove,  at  this  point,  is  an  extremely  difficult  river 
to  net,  as  it  is  full  of  old  stakes,  piles,  and  all  sorts  of 
rubbish,  their  existence  being  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  river  is  so  impetuous  that  it  constantly  changes 
its  banks.  Our  total  capture  was  a  few  grayling  of  no 
great  size,  one  small  pike,  and  a  few  coarse  fish,  roach, 
and  dace.  Three  of  the  grayling  I  retained  for  exami¬ 
nation,  and  [the  small  pike,  a  fish  of  lib.  or  so.  The 
grayling,  I  found  on  examination,  were  full  of  well- 
matured  spawn,  and  the  pike  revealed  the  same  state  of 
affairs.  This,  of  conr.se,  is  not  anomalous,  but  it  is  a 
curioias  reflection  on  the  late  season  in  the  matter  of 
spawning,  so  far  as  trout  are  concerned,  though  from  the 
latest  accounts  fish  are  now  spawning  in  some  of  the 
upper  tributaries. 

If  the  Wellington  Club  secure  the  Shardlow  reach  it 
will  be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  club,  and  a  very  bad 
thing  for  numerous  one-day-a-week  anglers.  I  presume 
that  the  piece  of  water  will  extend  from  the  Iron  Bridge 
down  to  the  Pride  of  Derby  water.  If  this  bo  so  then 
the  Wellington  will  have  one  of  the  very  best  reaches 
on  the  Trent  in  its  own  hands.  There  is,  of  course,  the 
famous  “Long  Swim,”  which  is  one  of  the  surest 
“  finds  ”  for  salmon,  and,  moreover,  the  best  bags  of  chub 
made  this  season  on  Trent,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  were 
taken  on  this  reach  by  Dr.  Butler,  with  the  Jig.  There 
is  also  some  excellent  barbel  water,  and  if  the  reach 
includes  that  portion  of  the  water  from  Cavendish 
Bridge  down  to  where  the  Pride  of  Derby  water  begins, 
some  of  the  best  roaching  water  in  Derbyshire,  especially 
in  autumn,  should  bo  included. 

The  Nottingham  and  Notts  Angling  Association  is  a 
very  energetic  body,  and  has,  I  believe,  the  interest  of 
anglers  at  heart,  but  it  has  developed  a  very  strong 
belief  in  its  own  powers — legal  and  otherwise.  In  the 
netting  case  recently  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
this  society  was  going  to  take  out  a  summons  against 
the  defenders,  but  did  not  do  so,  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  it  would  not  very  well  conduct  a  prosecution  which 
was  at  the  instance  of  the  Trent  Board  for  a  violation 
of  one  of  the  said  board’s  bye-laws.  From  the  tone  of 
recent  letters,  the  society  seems  to  imagine  that  it  has 
the  power  so  to  prosecute  :  legally  it  has  not  any  such 
power,  though  in  its  own  waters,  with  the  consent  of 
any  of  the  clubs  affiliated,  it  can  persecute  any  breach 
of  the  general  law  as  distinguished  from  a  particular 
bye-law.  ___ 

FROM  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  conditions  for  angling  have  been  much  better  this 
week  than  last,  and,  although  there  is  still  a  good  deal 
of  ice  on  the.fon  rivers  and  drains,  there  is,  in  moat  cases, 
a  clear  course  down  mid-stream,  and  anglers  have  boon 
able  to  resume  operations.  The  reports  to  hand  show 
that  nearly  all  kinds  of  fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed, 
and,  amongst  pike  especially,  tishermou  have  met  with 
excellent  sport.  In  a  roach  of  the  Forty-foot,  below  the 
railway  bridge  in  Holpringham  Fen,  Mr.  Binder  captured 
four,  one  afternoon,  with  live  bait,  the  largest  of  which 
weighed  71b.,  and  the  smallest  21b.  8oz.  Higher  up  the 
river,  towards  Swinoshead,  Mr.  Winter  had  a  run  of  good 
luck  on  Tuesday,  taking  three  fish,  scaling  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  141b.  2oz.,  and  losing  two  othorsin  cousequence  ot  his 
line  breaking  through  friction  on  the  edge  of  the 
ice.  Other  sportsmen  have  reported  the  loss  of  good  pike, 
through  similar  accidents  ;  and  one  of  them,  Mr.  Smith, 
in  addition  to  losing  his  chance  of  securing  a  big  fish, 
also  lost  a  choice  artificial  bait.  During  the  week  Mr. 
Marsh  has  captured  four  pike  —  two  on  the  IGth, 


weighing  41b.  3oz.  and  3jlb.  respectively,  and  two  on  the 
17th  of  51b.  and  2.flb.  Mr.  Pearson  was  also  responsible 
for  four — a  brace  captured  on  the  14th  weighing  01b.  the 
pair,  and  two  others  of  Gib.  8oz.  on  the  17th.  All 
sportsmen  have  regarded  the  pike  as  easier  to  catch 
since  the  frost,  and  roach  and  perch  have  also  offered 
excellent  sport,  the  latter  taking  the  worm  with  avidity. 

The  Withain  is  again  getting  into  nice  trim,  and  the 
waters  are  running  down  from  the  recent  thaw.  Anglers 
have  been  out  since  ’Pne-sday,  but  at  the  time  of  writing 
no  individual  reports  had  been  received. 

On  the  Welland  there  are  still  complaints  about  the 
ravages  of  otters,  which  are  numerous  on  this  river,  as 
well  as  on  the  Gwash,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stamford. 
Last  week  one  of  these  animals,  doubtless  driven  from 
it  hunting  haunts  by  the  severity  of  the  weather,  made 
its  way  into  Burghley  Park.  'I'emptcd  by  hunger,  it 
was  probably  exploring  the  Marquis  of  Exeter’s  famous 
trout  breeding  ponds,  which  are  situateil  there,  and 
which  contain  tame  fish,  of  from  101b.  to  141b.  in  weight. 
Luckily  for  the  trout,  and  unfortunately  for  the  otter, 
the  poor  prowler  was  detected  by  Mr.  Silk,  and,  with  the 
aid  ot  a  dog,  the  foraging  expedition  was  promptly 
brought  to  an  end.  The  otter,  which  measured  3ft.  Sin. 
in  length,  has  been  sent  to  a  taxidermist. 

There  was  a  welcome  change  in  the  temperature  on 
Wednesday,  and  the  frost  and  snow  of  the  previous 
week  rapidly  disappeared  under  the  influence  of  warm 
sunshine.  At  the  time  of  writing  there  was  every 
appearance  of  a  continuance  of  the  open  weather. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

After  a  month  of  consecutive  frost  and  snow,  a 
welcome  thaw  set  in  on  Monday  last,  and  the  few 
enthusiasts  who  follow  coarse  Ashing  are  looking  to  a 
resumption  of  sport.  It  will  bo  some  time,  however,  ere 
the  ten  to  fourteen  inches  of  ice  disappears  from  the 
lakes  and  tarns ;  and,  the  season  is  not  yet  so  far 
advanced  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  second 
edition  of  wintry  weather.  Poaching  and  fish  disease 
are  unpleasant  facts  which  are  rather  prominently  to 
the  fore,  and  while  the  former  may,  to  some  extent,  be 
coped  with,  disease  is  a  more  difficult  matter.  With  the 
spring  floods  it  may  again  disappear. 

Despite  the  severe  lessons  administered  to  poachers  in 
the  police  courts,  offences  of  this  sort  continue  on  most 
of  our  rivers ;  and,  so  long  as  a  ready  sale  is  found  for 
the  plunder,  often  totally  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
the  temptation  will  remain  to  idle  fellows  to  run  the  risk 
of  detection.  The  public  has  this  matter  largely  in  its 
own  hands.  Once  close  the  market  for  this  ill-gotten 
commodity,  and  the  poacher’s  occupation  is  gone,  for 
few,  indeed,  would  follow  it  but  for  the  sake  of  filthy 
lucre. 

At  the  Sedburgh  petty  sessions  last  week,  two  cases 
of  salmon  poaching  came  before  the  bench,  Mr.  Sharp, 
solicitor,  prosecuting  on  behalf  of  the  Lune  Fishery 
Board.  Two  men,  who  had  been  caught  red-handed  (the 
water  bailiff  succeeding  in  obtaining  a  large  salmon 
from  the  defendants),  were  fined  in  sums  of  .£3  and 
costs,  and  10s.  and  costs,  respectively.  William  Far¬ 
rington,  for  whom  Mr.  G.  S.Tatham,  solicitpr,  appeared, 
was  also  charged  with  poaching  in  the  river  Dee,  on 
Dec.  19.  The  watcher  spoke  to  seeing  a  gang  of  nien 
fishing  with  a  “  low,”  i.e.,  a  flaring  light,  on  the  night 
in  question,  and  swore  to  defendant  being  one  of  them, 
as  he  saw  him  distinctly  by  the  light  they  wore  using. 
Witness  said  there  were  four  others  present,  and  de¬ 
fendant  called  four  witnesses  who  swore  he  was  not  near 
the  river  that  night.  The  bench  held  that  the  alihi  was 
established,  and  dismissed  the  case. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Moss  Side  Social  Anglers  are  progressing  nicely 
with  their  organisation,  and  at  present  possess  no  loss 
than  five  different  waters,  where  the  members  are  free  to 
go  and  fish  at  pleasure.  An  old  Manchester  club  is 
likely  to  bo  resuscitated,  and  will  in  all  probability 
adopt  the  name  and  headquarters  of  the  Perseverance, 
at  the  Blue  Bell,  on  Oldham-road. 

The  fact  of  the  general  council  of  the  Northern 
Anglers’  Association  being  summoned  for  the  21st,  shoivs 
that  this  body  is  not  dead  yet,  as  hinted  in  certain 
quarters,  and  perhaps  many  of  its  tradueers  will  now 
wish  they  had  more  liberally  supported  it,  for  evont.s 
show  that,  with  general  and  loyal  support,  it  would 
certainly  have  accomplished  good  work  in  the  interests 
of  anglers  in  the  north. 

The  delegate  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Amalgama¬ 
tion  was  held  at  the  Wellington  Inn,  Moston,  ou  the 
14th  inst.,  Mr.  W.  E,  Ilawkes,  president  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  in  the  chair.  Savcril  items  of  interest  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  assembled  delegates.  The  travelling- 
cards  published  by  this  body  are  now  ready  for  issue, 
and  satisfactory  progress  is  reported  in  the  question  of 
suitable  waters  for  the  members.  Visitors  to  a  certa  n 
water  near  to  Manchester,  where  a  boat  is  on  biro,  will 
be  wise  in  ascertaining  its  condition  before  paying  their 
money,  that  is,  if  they  want  to  remain  on  the  toi)  of  the 
water,  and  not  make  a  sub-marine  voyage  ;  in  any  case, 
it  would  bo  wise  to  fill  up  the  coupon  attached  to  the 
cover  of  the  L'ishing  Gazette  before  embarking  in  the 
said  boat,  for  when  last  reported  it  was  lull  of  aqua 
pura,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  water  in  the  boathouse. 

Angling  is  still  a  dead  letter  about  here.  The  ice  is 
yet  on  the  waters  to  an  extent  never  before  known.  On 
many  land-locked  meres  and  reservoirs  Sin.  is  a  common 
thickness,  and  even  in  the  canals  several  days  must 
elapse  before  any  satisfactory  fishing  can  be  obtained. 
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FROM  NORFOLK. 

'to  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Since  my  last  report  nothing  has  been  done  by  anglers 
in  this  district,  and  things  are  not  more  promising  than 
they  were  a  week  ago,  for,  after  writing  last  Wednesday, 
the  thermometer  dropped  suddenly  to  several  degrees 
below  freesing,  and,  although  on  Friday  several  wherries 
made  the  passage  down  the  Yare  to  Yarmouth,  on 
Friday  night  the  frost  was  so  severe  that  it  bound 
together  the  floating  ice  below  Cantley  to  Beedham,  so 
that  on  Saturday  morning  a  party  of  sportsmen  were 
able  to  cross  the  river  on  the  ice. 

This  week  has  seen  many  changes  in  the  weather.  On 
Monday  night  it  was  thawing  fast,  but  early  on  Tuesday 
morning  another  frost  came.  This  broke  up  again  this 
(Wednesday)  morning,  and  it  has  been  raining  at 
intervals  during  the  day.  I  trust  this  will  continue. 
Anyhow,  there  will  be  no  chance  of  fishing  in  any  of  the 
waters  of  the  district  for  a  week  at  least. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  E  itor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  frosty  weather  is,  apparently,  brea)ring  up.  On 
Tuesday  afternoon  snow  fell  heavilj^,  and  soon  capped 
the  hills  and  frees,  but  during  the  night  a  sudden  change 
eet  in.  On  Wednesday  the  “white  mantle”  had  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  towards  evening  the  Trent  here  began  to 
rise  rapidly.  Since  my  last  notes,  chub-fishing  has 
formed  the  main  attraction,  and  those  of  the  fraternity 
who  know  how  to  fish  properly  and  use  the  right  sort  of 
baits,  have  returned  from  their  favourite  haunts  or 
angling-grounds  with  substantial  baskets  of  really  fine 
fish.  On  Monday,  at  Fiskerton,  Mr.  P.  Wilson,  of  the 
Nottingham  Bowling  Green  Society,  who  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  Sheaker,  killed,  amongst  others,  one  of  3 [lb., 
and  on  Friday  I  bagged  eleven  in  “  double  rpiick  ”  time. 
Owing  to  the  hard  condition  of  the  ground,  the  difficulty 
of  securing  worms  has  been  keenly  felt ;  in  fact,  none 
could  be  obtained  excepting  from  those  who,  fortunately, 
had  laid  in  a  stock  in  anticipation  of  severe  weather. 

In  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  one  of  the  subscribers 
(Mr.  W.  Stevenson)  to  the  Holme  Pierrepont  Fishery, 
performed  a  record  feat,  so  far  as  barbelling  in  winter 
is  concerned.  This  gentleman  was  out  chub  fishing  with 
bullock’s  pith  and  brains,  when  he  noticed  some  large 
fish  on  the  move  in  one  of  the  levies  below  the  weir. 
Having  some  worms  in  his  basket,  he  threaded  one  on 
his  hook,  and  had  scarcely  manipulated  a  swim,  ere  he 
was  fast  in  what  turned  out  to  be  a  barbel.  Other  swims 
brought  further  fish  of  the  same  species,  and  finally  the 
angler  retired  wdth  something  like  201b.,  including  a 
splendid  specimen  of  61b.  odd.  The  previous  night  had 
been  very  severe,  and  even  whilst  the  angler  was  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  ice-floes  were  drifting  downwards. 
Barbel  are  described  by  all  authors  on  barbel  fishing 
as  essentially  a  summer  fish.  Only  scant  knowledge 
exists  as  to  their  habits  and  movements  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  and  yet  in  the  case  under  notice  the  fish  bit  most 
ravenously,  and  what  is  more  they  were  found  to  be  in 
splendid  condition,  although  it  was  noticed  they  did  not 
carry  so  much  bloom  on  their  scales  as  they  do  in  the 
summer  season.  Since  the  capture,  many  fishermen  of 
my  ncquainf ance  have  doubted  the  species  of  the  fish, 
contending  that  Mr.  Stevenson  must  have  mistaken 
them  for  chub,  but,  knowing  as  I  do  know,  that  they 
were  seen  by  competent  followers  of  the  barbelling 
craft,  it  is  unfair  to  throw  any  shadow  of  doubt  upon 
their  authenticity. 

I  have  known  odd  fish  to  be  caught  with  the  Cock- 
spur  in  the  first  month  of  the  year,  when  the  weather 
has  been  open  and  genial,  but  never,  until  last  week, 
did  I  know  them  to  bo  killed  with  ice  fringing  the 
banks  of  the  river.  Three  years  ago,  last  November,  I 
hooked  and  killed  one  with  greaves,  whilst  chubbing  at 
Shelford,  and  the  feat,  even  in  that  month,  was  regarded 
as  a  novel  one.  I  have  a  strong  impression  that  barbel, 
after  leaving  their  summer  haunts,  betake  themselves  to 
the  sand-beds  in  the  river,  and  there  remain  throughout 
the  winter.  Mr.  Stevenson’s  fish  were  got  off  the 
sand-beds,  and  the  one  I  bagged  w'as  on  a  sandy  bottom. 

On  Saturday  coarse  fish  anglers  were  out  on  most  of 
the  reaches  near  Nottingham,  and  I  learn  that  in  Clifton 
Grove  Mr.  J.  Boyd  landed,  with  the  cockspur  worm, 
twelve  roach,  averaging  as  many  pounds  each.  During 
the  day  the  water  rose  several  inches,  and  on  Sunday 
there  W’as  fully  a  foot  on.  That  “snow  broth”  was  in 
the  river  was  evident,  for  the  water  stood  at  32  degrees. 
And  yet  roach  were  got ! 

On  Monday  the  river  was  comparatively  thick,  and  as 
the  weather  was  dull  and  threatening,  very  little  was 
done.  It  was  too  cloudy  for  chub  fishing,  with 
either  greaves  or  pith  and  brains,  but  pike  were  found 
to  run,  and  one  splendid  fish  (lljlb.)  was  brought  in 
from  IVilford.  Towards  night  rain  fell  rather  heavily. 

In  my  last  notes,  1  briefly  stated  that  the  Wellington 
Society  was  about  to  negotiate  with  Lord  Bonington,  of 
Bonington  Park,  for  the  acquirement  of  the  Shardlow 
fishery.  The  executive  of  the  society  had  been  led  to 
believe  that  Mr.  Wood,  the  lessee,  had  given  up  the 
water  with  the  fall  of  the  old  year,  but  subsequent 
inquiries  revealed  the  fact  that  he  had  not.  Negotia¬ 
tions  have  since  been  in  progress  with  that  gentleman, 
and  next  week  I  hoiie  to  announce  the  result. 

On  Monday  night,  a  most  successful  smoking  concert 
was  held  at  the  Wellingtonians  headquarters.  The 
Nottingham  Lyric  Society  gave  their  services  as  a  com¬ 
pliment  to  an  excellently  conducted  angling  organisation, 
and  the  effective  an  1  brilliant  way  in  which  the  mem¬ 
bers  rendered  their  songs,  part  songs,  glees,  &o.,  was 
fully  appreciated  by  a  very  large  gathering.  The 
society’s  own  glee  party  also  helped  to  swell  the  general 
harmony  of  the  proceedings. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  has  been  nothing  doing  lately.  Daring  the 
frosty  weather  anglers  remained  at  home,  and  they  have 
not  had  many  inducements  to  get  into  the  country  even 
since  the  thaw  set  in.  In  some  parts  of  Lincolnshire 
the  waters  are  still  ice-bound,  while  in  other  directions, 
where  the  ice  has  yielded  to  the  more  genial  atmo.sphere, 
the  general  conditions  are  hardly  compatible  with  suc¬ 
cessful  fishing.  Consequently  there  is  nothing  to  say 
on  the  score  of  results. 

The  recent  decision  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
the  matter  of  the  Manchester  sewage  scheme,  has  drawn 
public  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  vast  amount 
of  river  pollution  taking  place  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Here  in  Sheffield  we  are  sufferers  to  a  great  degree. 
Although  wo  have  in  and  about  the  town  throe  or  four 
rivers  that  ought  to  bo  fishable,  and  a  good  canal,  it  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  every  Sheffield  fisherman  has  to  take 
train  and  journey  from  twenty  to  seventy  miles  away 
from  home  before  he  can  unpack  his  rod  with  any  hope 
of  success.  Take  the  Don,  for  instance.  This  stream, 
as  is  well  known,  rises  on  the  Penistone  Moors, 
twenty  miles  or  so  from  Sheffield,  running  through  what 
has  been  famed  in  prose  and  verse  as  one  of  the 
loveliest  valleys  in  England.  At  one  time  the  Don  was 
a  well-known  angling  stream  ;  to-day,  for  the  greater 
part  of  its  course,  it  does  not  contain  a  single  living 
fish.  Time  was  when  trout  were  caught  in  the  centre  of 
the  town ;  to-day  there  is  not  a  trout  in  the  whole 
length  of  the  Don  after  the  first  half-dozen  miles  from 
its  source.  From  Deepcar  to  Sheffield  the  river  is  very 
n>uch  polluted  by  paper  mills  and  one  thing  or  another, 
but  it  is  in  Sheffield  that  the  chief  sinners  are  found. 
For  nearly  two  miles  either  side  of  the  river  is  lined 
with  manufactories,  every  other  one  of  which  adds  its 
quota  to  the  filth  which  daily  is  discharged  into  it.  At 
tbo  lower  end  of  Sheffield  the  Nunnery  Colliery  Com¬ 
pany  daily  turn  into  the  Don  thousands  of  gallons  of 
“  coal  washings,”- — a  thick,  black,  filthy  liquid,  con¬ 
taining  solids  to  the  proportion  of  about  one  in  ten. 
This  finishes  the  work  commenced  higher  up  the  stream. 
Up  to  that  point  the  river  has  not  altogether  lost  its 
country  appearance,  but,  after  passing  the  Nunnery’s 
depot,  it  assumes  the  nature  of  a  cesspool — becomes  a 
solid,  inky  mass  of  pollution,  as  Bradley  has  appro¬ 
priately  said.  From  Sheffield  to  Doncaster  it  remains 
pretty  much  in  the  same  condition,  although,  as  it 
nears  the  last  named  town,  the  abominable  sediment 
begins  to  settle.  After  leaving  Doncaster  there  are 
fish  to  be  encountered,  and  at  Long  Sandall  salmon 
are  still  occasionally  met  with.  Then  there  is  the 
Little  Don  River,  the  Loxley,  the  Sheaf,  the  Porter,  the 
Dearne,  and  the  Dove — a  vastly  different  kind  of  stream 
from  its  Derbyshire  namesake — each  of  which  is  ruined 
by  pollution.  Why  is  this?  Who  are  the  real  offenders — 
the  persons  who  pollute  the  rivers  or  the  authorities  who 
take  no  steps  to  hinder  them  ?  In  the  case  of  the  Don  the 
real  offenders  are  the  responsible  members  of  the  Sheffield 
Corporation.  If  they  have  the  power  to  prevent  whole¬ 
sale  pollution  let  them  exercise  that  power  ;  if  they  have 
not,  let  them  apply  to  Parliament  for  power  to  summon 
anyone  turning  offensive  matter  into  the  stream,  and  to 
impose  heavy  penalties  for  every  day  the  pollution  is 
continued.  It  will  only  be  by  such  means  as  these  that 
the  Don  will  become  anything  like  its  former  self — that 
fishing  therein  will  revive,  and  that  the  Sheffield  artisan 
may  follow  his  favourite  sport  without  the  necessity  of 
spending  about  a  tenth  part  of  his  wage  and  a  third  part 
of  his  day  in  reaching  a  fishable  piece  of  water. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  we  record  the  death  of  Mr.  J. 
Hawley  Edwards,  who  for  many  years  has  faithfully 
discharged  the  duties  of  magistrate’s  clerk  to  the  borough 
of  Shrewsbury.  The  late  Mr.  Edwards  was  a  zealous 
angler,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn 
Angling  Society,  and  a  most  valuable  representative  of 
Salopian  anglers  on  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators, 
in  which  capacities  he  has  done  much  to  further  the 
interests  of  the  brotherhood.  The  deceased,  who  was  in 
the  prime  of  life,  has  suffered  a  lingering  illness  through 
a  cancerous  growth  in  the  throat,  to  which  he  succumbed 
on  Friday  in  last  week,  at  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Old 
Colwyn,  whither  he  had  been  removed  in  the  hope  that 
the  progress  of  the  dread  disease  might  be  arrested.  He 
leaves  a  wife  and  family  to  mourn  his  loss. 

The  members  of  the  Ironbridge  Angling  Society  held 
their  annual  meeting  at  the  house  of  their  worthy  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Toddington,  on  Monday  evening.  Mr.  J.  C.  W. 
Lister,  whose  interest  in  the  institution  has,  without 
doubt,  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  its  popularity 
and  success,  occupied  the  place  of  honour  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  and  read  a  letter  from  Lord  Bradford  accepting 
the  presidency.  The  report  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  Wag- 
horne,  was  very  satisfactory,  and  showed  a  balance  on 
the  right  side  of  the  ledger.  Mr.  Lister  was  re-elected 
chairman  for  the  coming  season,  with  an  appropriate 
expression  of  thanks  from  the  members  for  his  services 
in  the  past.  Mr.  Beddoes,  a  valued  member  and  a  suc¬ 
cessful  angler,  was  appointed  vice-chairman,  after  which 
votes  of  thanks  wore  liberally  distributed  among  the 
retiring  officers.  A  resolution  was  arrived  at  that  the 
private  prize  fund  should  be  continued,  and  it  was 
furthermore  decided  that  the  pictures  recently  presented 
to  the  society  by  the  chairman  should  be  suitably 
framed  and  prominently  displayed  in  the  club  room. 
Other  business  of  minor  importance  was  transacted,  and 
the  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  joviality,  con¬ 
geniality,  conviviality,  and  harmony. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  has  been  hard  times  of  late  for  the  poor  contributor 
to  angling  literature,  as  several  writers  have  already 
observed,  for  who  could  write  fishing  notes  with  the 
rivers  frozen  over,  and  skaters,  in  unlimited  numbers, 
gliding  over  their  glassy  surface  ?  Even  yet  the  ice  has 
not  disappeared,  and  he  who  has  braved  the  elements, 
rod  in  hand,  during  the  past  few  days,  must  indeed  have 
been  an  ardent  piscator.  Yet  I  have  heard  of  one  or 
two  gentlemen  journeying  to  the  banks  of  the  Codbeck, 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  their  remuneration  warranted  their 
exctirsion. 

Captain  W.  H.  Key,  of  Fulford  Hall,  was  on  Tuesday 
unanimously  re-elected  president  of  the  Fulford  Friendly 
Angling  Society  for  another  year.  Few  gentlemen  in 
his  position  take  such  a  keen  interest  in  angling  matters, 
and  a  bettor  president  it  would  bo  hard  to  obtain  by  any 
association.  The  members  of  the  club  will  hold  their 
annual  dinner  the  first  Wednesday  in  February. 

The  agenda  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  to  be  held  at  the  Station  Hotel,  York, 
on  Saturday,  the  23th  inst.,  contains  one  or  two  items  of 
interest  to  the  general  body  of  anglers  in  the  district. 
Principal  amongst  them  is  a  proposition  by  Colonel 
Arthur  Brooksbank,  of  Middleton  Hall,  with  respect  to 
the  adoption  of  a  bye-law  for  the  extension  of  the  season 
for  fishing  for  trout  and  char  in  waters  under  the  control 
of  the  Driffield  Angling  Club.  The  motion  sots  forth 
“  That  the  period  during  which  it  shall  be  illegal  to  take 
trout  and  char,  shall  be  only  between  the  l-4th  day  of 
October,  and  the  15th  day  of  March  following,  both 
inclusive.”  A  letter  will  also  be  read  from  Mr.  P.  G. 
Forman,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Pacific  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion,  Hull,  asking  the  Board  for  an  amendment  of  the 
Trout  Fisheries  Act.  A  motion  is  also  down  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Arthur  Wood,  with  reference  to  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  the  reconstruction  of  Linton  Fish  Pass 
during  the  coming  spring.  It  would  also  appear  that 
the  Lower  Ouse  fishermen  would  desire  a  month’s  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  netting  season  after  August  31,  but  that  is  a 
matter  of  minor  interest  to  the  rod  and  line  man. 
Altogether  the  agenda  comprises  some  ten  or  eleven 
items. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

ULSTER. — Lough  Neagh  fishers  keep  harping  away  at 
their  grievances.  Last  Friday  an  enormous  mass  meet¬ 
ing  of  them  was  held  in  the  Temple  of  Liberty  at 
Toome,  where  some  of  the  rising  orators  got  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  spouting  to  their  heart’s  content.  Limbs  of  the 
law,  anxious  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  fishers— 
who,  by  the  way,  are  the  most  quarrelsome  and  litigations 
set  in  creation — ymung  doctors,  seeking  a  practice, 
carpet-bagging  politicians  preparing  for  the  next  election 
were  there,  all  eagerly  espousing  the  cause  of  the  poor, 
needy  fishermen,  from  pure  disinterestedness,  of  coarse. 
A  recently-created  Jaw  Pay  presided,  and  the  following 
erudite  resolutions  were  adopted,  amid  much  cheering, 
yelling,  shouting,  and  drinking  of  healths  ;  “  That  having 
submitted  our  grievances,  in  hope  of  obtaining  redress, 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Coleraine  Board  of  Con¬ 
servators  at  a  special  meeting,  held  at  Coleraine  the 
10th  ult,.  they  refused  to  concede  or  alter  anything, 
but  agreed  that  inquiries  bo  held  at  Stewartstown, 
Crumlin,  and  Frome  Bridge  by  the  Inspectors  of  Irish 
Fisheries  ;  and  as  such  an  inquiry  has  not  been  held, 
we,  the  fishermen  of  Lough  Neagh,  in  public  meeting 
assembled,  do  express  our  want  of  confidence  in  that 
board  as  a  body,  and  resolve  that  a  deputation  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  communicate  with  Messrs.  W.  J.  Revnolds, 
M.P.,  T.  M.  Healy,  M.P.,  M.  MoCartan,  M'.P.,  P. 
McGilligan,  M.P.,  and  J.  Mains,  M.P.,  in  order  to 
prepare  and  introduce  a  Bill  at  an  early  period  to 
redress  some  of  the  many  grievances  under  which 
we  labour.  (2.)  That,  considering  the  constitution 
of  the  board  of  conservators,  we  hold  that  pro¬ 
portional  representation  is  required;  that  as  the  two 
divisions  named  A  and  B  conjointly  form  one  district 
and  board,  the  eight  elected  members  should  be  elected 
by  one  general  election  for  the  district  by  all  qualified 
electors  therein.  That,  as  the  small  portion  from  Port 
Eusen  to  Brownhill  (A)  returns  four  members,  the 
upper  division  (B)  of  Lough  Neagh,  containing  four- 
fifths  of  the  electors,  is  limited  to  the  same  number  of 
members,  whereas,  by  equal  proportion.  Lough  Neagh 
should  return  twenty  members.  Moreover,  seeing  that 
the  board  consists  of  an  unlimited  number  of  ex  officio 
members,  which  renders  the  four  Lough  Neagh  mem¬ 
bers  powerless,  we  are  resolved  that  nothing  short  of 
fair  and  adequate  and  proportional  representation  will 
satisfy  ns  in  this  matter.” 

The  fishers  are  insatiable,  and,  to  put  in  a  nutshell, 
they  want  to  completely  destroy  the  Lough  Neagh 
fisheries,  and  angling  on  its  five  or  six  noble  rivers  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  they  wish  to  have  the  poaching,  which  is 
at  present  carried  on,  legalised  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
Scarcely  a  day  jiasses  but  that  consignment  of  unseason¬ 
able  salmon,  trout,  and  pollen,  leave  the  railway-stations 
of  Stewartstown,  Coalisland,  Moneymore,  Magherafelt, 
and  Toome,  for  Liverpool,  Manchester,  London,  and 
Glasgow,  and  these  under  the  very  noses  of  the  con¬ 
stabulary.  _ 


To  Secretaries  of  Angling  Clubs,  Fish  Pro¬ 
tection  Societies,  and  Associations. — 'The  editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  glad  to  receive  a  copy  of  the 
X/rinted  rules  of  all  angling  clubs  and  associations 
throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  also  abroad. 
The  editor  will  be  pleased  to  send  a  strong  cloth  read¬ 
ing  case  gratis  and  carriage  paid,  to  any  angling  society 
or  association. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  21,  1893. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS, 


There  was  much  disappointment  down  the  Great 
Eastern  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  rivers  on  this 
line  were  visited  by  many  London  anglers,  l)at  oh ! 
what  a  surprise  !  A  sudden  change  in  the  weather  had 
worked  havoc  with  their  anticipations.  The  latest  news 
obtainable  in  London  with  reference  to  the  rivers  was 
to  the  effect  that  a  thaw  had  taken  place,  that  the 
weather  was  milder,  and  that  the  water  was  in  fair 
colour.  Then  certain  well-known  anglers  arrayed  them¬ 
selves  out  for  a  big  event.  Baskets  of  101b.,  121b.,  and 
151b.  of  roach  was  conjured  up  in  the  mind’s  eye.  The 
rivers  were  duly  visited,  and  many  an  angler  came  back 
a  wiser  if  a  sadder  man  with  regard  to  the  vagaries  of 
the  weather.  Some  say  they  were  never  even  honoured 
with  a  “knock.”  Snow  in  the  meantime  had  fallen, 
and  an  intense  frost  prevailed.  Ice  could  actually  be 
seen  forming  so  quickly  that  it  obstructed  the  float. 
In  deep,  quiet  holes  there  was  a  thick  coating  of  ice, 
and  many  favourite  little  “shops”  and  “ditches” 
were  frozen  up.  At  Bures  about  thirty  anglers  were 
out,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  much  having  been  done.  One 
fisherman,  who  up  to  Sunday  last  had  been  doing 
remarkably  well,  was  only  rewarded  with  one  under¬ 
sized  roach. 


The  Foresters’  Hall  was  the  scene  of  a  pleasant  little 
ceremony  on  Monday  night.  It  was  performed  by  Mr. 
Jennings,  who,  with  many  smiles,  handed  a  cheque  for 
,£23  to  Mr.  Ghurnej',  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society.  This  capital  addition  to  the  funds  of  the 
institute  was  the  result  of  the  two  competitions  which 
Messrs.  Jennings  and  Abrahams  organised  at  Slough  and 
Windsor  some  time  ago. 


Next  Thursday  the  New  Albion  Pisoatorials  are  due  at 
Christchurch,  near  Bournemouth,  providing  the  train  does 
not  get  snowed  up  en  route.  As  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned,  it  is  the  occasion  of  a  competition  for  a  silver  cup, 
presented  to  the  club  by  Mr.  Wheeldon,  and  several  other 
Iirizes,  including  one  for  the  visitors,  are  down  for  the 
day.  The  New  Albions  will  gladly  welcome  the  members 
of  other  clubs  and  their  friends,  and  I  am  asked  to  state 
that  a  special  cheap  fare  has  been  obtained  for  the  party. 
The  train  starts  at  5  50  a.m.,  but  there  will  be  a  jolly 
company,  and  if  one  had  no  bed  at  all  it  could  not  be 
considered  a  very  great  sacrifice  (to  anglers)  for  a  day 
amongst  the  Stour  roach  and  chub.  Gentlemen  intending 
to  participate  in  the  outing  should  communicate  with 
Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin,  secretary  of  the  New  Albions,  199, 
Sonthampton-street,  Camberwell. 


Is  it  true  that  four,  if  not  more,  riparian  owners  up 
the  Thames  are  on  the  Conservancy  Board  f. 


Anglers  journeying  to  distant  rivers  should  take 
skates  as  well  as  rods  with  them.  The  weather  is  very- 
uncertain.  Beyond  this  latter  information  I  dare  not 
prophecy,  as  lately  I  have  seen  it  raining,  hailing, 
snowing,  and  freezing  all  at  one  time. 

If  any  anglers  are  up  Iford  Bridge  (Christchurch)  way 
next  week,  they  are  reminded  of  the  presence  of  a  71b. 
chub  there.  It  it  can  be  caught,  it  will  not  make  a  bad 
addition  to  any  angler's  collection.  This  chub,  however, 
is  more  knowing  than  most  knowing  chub.  He  is  said 
to  know  anglers  quite  well,  and  the  only  baits  he  accepts 
are  those  thrown  fcim  by  pic-nic  parties  from  Bourne¬ 
mouth.  It  is  recorded  that  he  sucks  in  enrrant  buns 
and  lemonade  corks  as  if  he  had  been  fed  on  them  since 
infancy.  Just  now,  however,  such  luxuries  are  scarce, 
so  the  angler  who  does  a  little  bit  of  long  corking,  with  a 
enrrant  bun  for  bait,  might  catch  this  sly  old  chub. 
Could  the  chub  be  said  to  have  taken  the  cake,  if  he  did  l 


The  meeting  of  club  fishermen,  held  on  Monday  night, 
at  the  Forester’s  Hall,  was  a  decided  call  to  arms  in 
reference  to  the  proposed  new  bye-laws  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy.  Eepresentatives  of  between  eighty  and 
ninety  societies  managed  to  squeeze  themselves  into  the 
room,  and  how  many  more  anglers  were  outside  I  was 
unable  to  see,  but  I  was  told,  "  by  one  who  was  there,” 
that  there  was  a  frightful  crush  round  the  doors  In  the 
voting  on  Mr.  Close’s  resolution,  I  am. glad  to  say,  the 
delegates  were  united  to  a  man.  It  was  very  evident 
that  they  intended  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost 
to  protect  their  interests. 


The  paper  to  be  read  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  at  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  Club,  the  Royal  George,  Rotherhithe 
New-road  (near  Canal  bridge.  Old  Kent-road),  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  next,  is  entitled  “  The  Science  of  Angling.”  Mr. 
B.  Turnham,  will  preside,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  W’’ade  will 
occupy  the  vice-chair.  GoosEqriLL. 


“  larpEpaAL  ”  Silver  Cop  Competition  (commenc¬ 
ing  Jan.  1  and  terminating  March  12). — At  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark-street,  Blackfriars-road, 
S.E.,  there  was  a  large  assembly  of  anglers,  and  some 
fair  shows  of  fish  were  registered.  Result  up  to  date  : 
Mr.  A.  Richards  (Burton  Piscatorials),  Jan.  15,  14 ; 
total  number  of  points,  14.  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris  (Battersea 
Friendly),  Jan.  1,  6  ;  Jan.  15,  C— 12.  Mr.  J.  W.  Biggs 
(Funny  Folks),  Jan.  15,  11—11.  Mr.  G.  Lang  (St. 
Georg^e’s),  Jan.  15,  11 — 11.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  (Black- 
friars),  Jan.  1,  3—3. — John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 


l^eports  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  Inter  than  Wednesday  Night,  a<hlressed  “  Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetitigs. 


Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report.  I  beg  to 
acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £13  8s.  6d. 
from  the  late  Langley  competition,  and  lOs.  from  the 
smoking  concert  of  the  Serapis  Angling  Societv.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday 
evening,  Jan.  27,  at  8.30. — E.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Sun. 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — Gn  the  15th  inst., 
our  members  were  out  in  good  force  to  fish  for  the 
monthly  prizes  at  Pulboro’,  but  found  that  weather  and 
ice  stopped  all  fishing,  so  that  they  indulged  in  a  little 
skating  instead,  and  returned  none  the  worse  for  their 
outing,  so  that  the  iirizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  22nd, 
but  still  we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  roach  by  Mr.  G. 
Merry,  who  saved  us  from  having  a  blank,  'fhe  return 
visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  District  took  place  at  the 
above,  on  Monday  the  16th.  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent,  twenty-three  clubs  answering  to  the  roll  call, 
and  I  must  thank  those  clubs  most  heartily  on  behalf  of 
the  A.  M.  W.,  for  their  attendance. — E.  R.  Embleton, 
sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  The  Canal 
Bridge,  Old  Kent-road. — On  Wednesday  next  J.  P. 
Wheeldon,  Esq.,  will  read  a  paper  to  our  society,  entitled 
“The  Science  of  Angling,”  and  I  feel  sure  from  what 
we  know  of  the  writings  of  this  gentleman  that  it  will 
be  worth  a  day’s  journey  to  listen  to.  Any  gentleman 
who  would  like  a  ticket  can  obtain  one  at  our  club 
house.  Mr.  F.  W.  Martin  weighed  in  a  chub  on  the 
15th  inst.,  and  secured  a  half-guinea  prize. — A.  G. 
Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly,  Queen’s  Hotel.— Anglers  from 
Eton,  Epsom,  Kingston,  and  all  parts  of  the  metropolis, 
arrived  to  assist  in  the  annual  re-union  of  the  B.F.A.S. 
Mr.  Thomas  Crnmplen  (“  Old  Izaak  ”  of  the  People)  ably 
presided,  supported  by  Messrs.  'libbatts,  Bambridge  of 
Eton,  and  a  host  of  influential  anglers.  Harmony  for 
half  an  hour  inaugurated  the  proceedings,  when  Mr. 
Shrubsole  gave  his  reading  entitled  “  An  Angling  Tour 
through  the  United  Kingdom.”  Mr.  Shrub.sole  divided 
his  lecture  into  two  portions,  the  first  of  which  treated 
of  his  adventures  in  Ireland,  the  second  relating  to  his 
experiences  in  the  Scottish  Highlands,  Yorkshire  and 
Derbyshire.  The  lecturer  was  listened  to  with  rapt 
attention,  interspersed  with  laughter  and  frequent 
applause.  At  the  close  of  his  recital  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  cordially  proposed  and  awarded  him,  the  whole 
assembly  joining  heartily  in  the  musical  honours  which 
accompanied  the  verdict.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
Mr.  Crumplen  proved  a  model  chairman,  and  our  presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  Morris,  acted  as  vice,  his  post  proving  a 
sinecure,  as  the  audience  was  orderly  throughout. 
Among  the  man3-  who  contributed  to  the  amusement  of 
the  audience  were  Messrs.  Stamford,  Vine,  Vane.  Moyce, 
Edgerly,  Johnson,  Rich,  Pallins,  BrigTit,  and  many 
others.  Encores  were  frequentl3'  demanded,  but  seldom 
granted,  as  time  was  limited.  Mr.  Curtis  accompanied 
admirabl3',  and  the  evening’s  harmony  was  well  sustained. 
On  the  1.5th  Messrs.  Fowles  and  Morris  had  roach,  the 
latter  scoring  six  points  in  the  silver  cup  competition. 
Members  fish  a  match  at  Woking  for  31  guineas,  roving, 
two  rods,  jack  barred.  All  to  go  by  first  train  down, 
returning  from  Woking  at  7.30. — G.  Mumfoed,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Rinelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — Several  members  were  out  on  the 
15th  inst.,  but,  unfortunately,  returned  with  a  blank-. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  meeting  next  Wednes¬ 
day,  to  arrange  match  and  pay  subscriptions,  as  they 
are  now  due  for  present  quarter. — A.  Teow'beidge,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — The  last  two  Sundays 
have  been  a  blank,  for  although  one  or  two  have  been 
out,  the3'  have  weighed  no  fish  in.  The  competition  for 
the  January  series  of  iirizes  will  take  place  on  the  22  ad, 
place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  on  the  20th. — 
A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms. 
— The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Wednesday  last.  Some  of  our  members  were  out,  but 
returned  with  blanks,  being  the  first  blank  this  season. 
1  wish  members  to  notice  that  we  fish  for  a  series  of 
prizes  on  the  29th  inst.,  at  Shepperton.  I  wish  all 
members  in  arrears  would  settle  up  as  soon  as  possible. 
— S.  Foster,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. — It  has  been  decided 
that  a  friendly  supper  be  held  on  Feb.  1  i  Wednesday). 
On  Wednesday  next,  25th,  a  special  meeting  is  called  to 
elect  auditors.  Mr.  J.  Eevett  having  resigned  as 
secretar3-,  Mr.  J.  Hoare  has  been  elected  secretary  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.— D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough- road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — The  annual  supper 
competition  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  at  Pang- 
bourne,  on  the  29th  inst.  Four  prizes  are  given  by  the 
club  for  this  occasion,  also  a  number  of  prizes  have  been 
given  by  the  members.  Honorary  members  are  invited 
to  join  in  the  competition ;  the  club  offers  a  prize  for 
them  to  fish  for.  Next  Wednesday  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  attendance. — H. 
Roach. 


Clerkenwell  and  District. — United  Visiting 
List.  —Do  not  forget  the  visit  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  23, 
to  the  North  London  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
Brewery  Tap,  Hollowa3--road,  near  Highbury  Station. 
— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

City  of  London  and  Biising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — Only  one  fish,  a  chub  from  the  Thames, 
weight,  11b.  7oz.,  was  taken  by-  Mr.  H.  Gates  on  the 
15th. — Cas. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C.  Mr.  Frank  Griffin  presided 
on  Monday  last.  The  attendance  was  good.  The  small 
agenda  was  followed  by  a  general  piscatorial  chit-chat, 
interlarded  with  excellent  harmony,  vocall3'  and  instru- 
mentally,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  James  Husk. 
Although  there  is  nothing  worthy  of  special  mention 
with  regard  to  sport,  I  think  I  may  fairly  say,  from 
what  I  hear,  that  we  have  had  our  share  of  it.  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen’s  paper,  “Fish  Life  on  the  Planet  Mars,” 
which  he  reads  before  this  society  on  Monday,  the  30th 
inst.,  will  be  illustrated  by  diagrams.  On  that  occasion. 
Dr.  F.  W.  Spurgin,  president  of  the  Athenamm  Angling 
Society,  will  iireside,  and  Mr.  James  Husk  will  be 
responsible  for  the  musical  programme.  Cards  of  invita¬ 
tion  have  been  sent  out,  but  in  the  event  of  there  being 
any  omission,  anglers  will  please  accept  this  intimation 
as  a  quid  pro  quo. — John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  the  llth  inst.  Mr.  Geo.  Edwards  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach  and  chub,  w-eighing  111b.  2oz.  On  the  15th  the 
following  members  weighed  in  :  Mr.  A.  Painter, 
lib.  13Joz.  of  chub;  E.  Chapman,  11b.  7Joz.  of  roach; 
C.  Ball,  11b.  3Joz  of  roach.  Messrs.  E.  Porter  and  J. 
Willgoss  also  had  fish.  At  at  our  last  meeting  it  was 
decided  that  we  shall  fish  a  competition  on  Jan.  29 
(weather  permitting)  for  four  prizes  at  Wraysbury. 
Any  member  losing  first  train  shall  be  eligible  to  fish  on 
reporting  himself  to  one  of  the  committee.  All  to 
return  by  5.10  train  from  AVra3-sbury. — G.  T.  Jame.son, 
sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  15th  inst.,  xerj  few 
members  w-ere  out,  Mr.  E.  Parram  saved  a  blank  with  a 
few  nice  roach.  On  Tuesda3',  the  17th,  it  was  decided 
that  the  iirizes  in  hand  should  be  competed  for  in  a 
boundary  match,  full  particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the 
Club  House.  The  meeting  fully  endorsed  the  action 
taken  at  the  Anglers'  Association,  on  Monday,  the  10th. 
— S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Darlington  Silver  Trout  Angler.s’  Associa¬ 
tion. — At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members 
for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  present  year,  there  was 
a  full  muster.  Sergeant  Vare3'  presided.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  the  result :  President,  H.  Gawan  Taylor,  Esq., 
barrister-at-law,  elected  unanimously.  The  other  gentle¬ 
men  in  order  named,  according  to  the  number  of  votes 
for  each,  taken  b3-  ballot :  Vice-presidents,  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Foster,  G.  S  Allison,  J.  Timra.s,  and  C.  Gillam  ; 
treasurer  (re-elected),  T.  N.  Lloyd ;  committee,  J. 
Dutton,  F.  Varey,  P.  Hutchinson,  W.  Todd,  J.  Snowden, 
J.  Leatherbarrow,  H.  Morgan,  and  J.  E.  Ta3'lor; 
auditors,  F.  W.  Slater  and  E.  Hull ;  secretary,  J.  F. 
Smythe;  assistant  secretary,  W.  Prince.  The  annual 
dinner  was  fixed  for  Jan.  25,  when  the  balance  sheet  will 
be  issued  to  members. — J-  F.  Smythe,  sec. 

Bpsom  Angling  Society.— On  Monday  last  at 
Twickenham,  W.  Dix  caught  one-and-a-half  dozen 
roach  and  a  bream.  In  our  Christmas  competition,  Mr. 
J.  Jeft'eiy  took  the  roach,  and  Mr.  W.  Dix  the  bream 
prizes.  On  Tuesday  evening  Messrs.  J.  Jeff'eiy,  J  T. 
Jacobs,  and  Ed  w.  Hailes  attended,  in  response  to  invite, 
the  meeting  of  the  Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society, 
upon  the  occasion  of  their  annual  rthinion,  and  the 
reading  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  Shrubsole,  and  were  very 
much  pleased  and  entertained  thereat. — Edw.  Wm. 
Hailes,  sec. 

Fulford  Angling  Society. - The  annual  meeting 

of  the  Fulford  Friendly  Angling  Society  was  held  on 
Tuesda3'.  at  the  Bay  Horse  Inn.  In  the  absence 
of  Captain  Key,- J.P.,  president  of  the  society,  Mr.  E. 
Taylor  iiresided.  A  very  satisfactory  report  and  balance 
sheet  were  presented  b3’  Mr.  H.  W.  Watson,  hon. 
secretary,  and  Mr.  Richardson,  hon.  treasurer,  respec¬ 
tively,  and  these  were  unanimously  adopted.  Captain 
Key  was  unanimously  elected  president,  and  Mr.  G. 
Whitehead  and  Mr.  J.  J.  D.  Jefferson,  J.P.,  vice-presi¬ 
dents.  Mr.  Watson  was  re-appointed  hon.  secretary, 
and  Mr.  C.  W.  Arminson  was  elected  hon.  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year.  The  following  gentlemen  were  ap¬ 
pointed  the  committee :  Messrs.  J.  Oliver,  Richardson, 
J.  McGee,  'Thorpe,  T.  Laverack,  Walker,  E.  Taylor, 
J.  W.  Davison,  Bowman,  and  J.  E.  Wilkinson. — The 
Harrogate  Conservative  Angling  Association  is  putting 
forth  special  efforts  to  make  the  ensuing  angling  season 
one  of  unusual  success.  Already  the  club  have  secured 
the  prolific  waters  of  the  Oak  Beck,  and  other  streams 
in  the  vicinity  of  Harrogate.  At  the  present  time, 
several  thousands  of  ova,  principally  trout,  have  been 
put  down  in  the  hatchery,  of  which  Mr.  ”1.  Cartman, 
jun.,  has  .the  oversight,  and  the  yield  from  these  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  very  gratifying,  a.s  the3'  are  doing  remark¬ 
ably  well.  As  soon  as  the  fish  are  large  enough  to 
transfer,  they  will  be  placed  in  a  pond  at  the  rear  of 
Oak  Beck  Farm,  which  is  reserved  for  the  purpose,  and 
subsequently  they  will  be  turned  [into  the  stream  men¬ 
tioned,  and  the  others  in  which  the  club  have  fishing 
rights.  It  is  intended  to  hatch  a  still  farther  batch  as 
soon  as  those  in  the  hatchery  permit  of  removal,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  the  ensuing  season  being  an 
exceptionally  good  one. — Ronald. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert,  Royal 
Hill,  Greenwich,  S.E.— At  the  last  meeting  it  was 


48 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  21,  1893 


resolved  “  That  this  society  views  with  the  graves 
apprehension  the  probability  of  the  revised  bye-laws 
respecting  the  fishery  of  the  river  Thames  becoming  law 
in  their  present  form,  feeling  that  their  being  pnt  into 
effect  will  ultimately  result  in  the  total  destruction  of 
Thames  angling,  and  therefore  protest  against  same. 
The  resolutions  carried  at  the  meeting  of  the  Reading 
and  District  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Association 
on  the  2nd  inst.  meet  with  the  cordial  approval  of  this 
society,  and  in  addition  we  are  unable  to  detect  any 
really  sound  reasons  for  prohibiting  either  the  use  of 
the ‘gaff’  or  rod  fishing  between  London  Bridge  and 
Yantlet  Creek.” 

GresRam  Angling'  Society. — An  ordinary  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  week,  with  Mr.  Mark 
Davies  in  the  chair.  The  society  has  lately  had  pre¬ 
sented  to  it  a  large  quantity  of  roach,  which  it  is  ar¬ 
ranged  shall  be  removed  to  their  waters.  The  quantity 
will  probably  amount  to  some  thousands,  of  a  large  size, 
and  nets,  carriers,  &c.,  have  been  provided,  and  the 
removal  will  take  place  on  a  .Saturday  afternoon  shortly. 
Mr.  Norman  (hon.  librarian),  Mr.  Close  (hon.  curator 
and  Mr.  Goodwin,  have  volunteered  to  conduct  the 
operations.  Mr.  Close  asked  permission  of  the  meeting 
to  defer  the  discussion  on  ‘‘Sea-fishing  and  Railway 
Privileges,”  which  he  had  undertaken  to  open  that 
evening,  until  Feb.  7,  in  order  that  the  society  might 
discuss  the  proposed  new  “  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,” 
which  was  agreed  to.  A  long  and  animated  discussion 
then  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Close, 
Dacres,  Fletcher,  Fosbrooke,  Goodwin,  Norman,  Parker, 
White,  and  Young  took  part,  and  eventually  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Norman,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Goodwin,  and  carried,  “  That  this  society,  after 
considering  the  draft  of  the  proposed  new  ‘  Thames 
Fishery  Bye-laws,’  protest  against  their  becoming  law, 
being  of  opinion  that  their  adoption  would  have  a  detri¬ 
mental  effect  upon  the  Thames  fisheries.  This  society 
more  particularly  objects  to  the  following:  1.  The 
increased  powers  given  to  riparian  owners.  2.  The 
reduction  of  size  in  the  meshes  of  nets  to  be  used. 
3.  The  absence  of  any  prohibition  to  the  use  of  live  or 
dead  gorge-bait.  4.  The  prohibition  of  the  use  of  the 
gaff.  5.  The  inclusion  of  chub  as  a  bait.  6.  The  pro¬ 
posed  fence  months.  7.  The  proposed  sizes  of  takable 
fish.”  The  secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  a  copy 
of  the  above  resolution  to  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board.  An  announcement  was  made  that  the  New 
Albion  Piscatorial  Society  would  have  an  excursion  to 
Christchurch,  Hants,  on  the  26th  inst.,  and  have  invited 
members  of  the  Gresham  Society  to  join  them.  Those 
members  wishing  to  go  should  communicate  with  Mr. 
A.  E.  Baldwin,  19S),  Southampton-street,  Camberwell. 
On  Tuesday,  the  24th  inst.,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson 
Ladell  will  relate  some  angling  experiences,  unpleasant 
and  otherwise.  Anglers  and  friends  are  invited.  The 
usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr. 
George  Chambers,  vice-president,  in  the  chair.  The 
following  books  were  presented  as  additions  to  the 
library:  From  Mr.  T.  Ark  coll,  ‘‘ The  Club  Angler,”  and 
from  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  ‘‘ Fresh- water  Aquaria,”  and 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  each  of  those 
gentlemen.  The  hon.  librarian  reported  having  pur¬ 
chased  “  The  Border  Angler,”  and  ‘‘  The  Angler’s 
Pocket-book  for  1805,”  by  Nobbs.  The  Rev.  E.  Meyer 
read  a  paper  headed  “  Sweet  Wormingford  Mere,  I  am 
breaming  on  thee,”  and  gave  a  most  humourous  and 
interesting  description  of  a  day’s  bream-fishing,  which 
was  highly  appreciated  by  the  audience.  A  short  dis¬ 
cussion  then  took  place,  when,  many  other  members 
having  arrived,  the  chairman  moved  that  the  paper 
should,  with  the  reader’s  permission,  be  re-read,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  was  again  thoroughly  enjoyed 
by  everyone  present,  and  a  discussion  again  took  place 
on  it.  Mr.  Bromley  proposed  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Rev.  E.  Meyer  for  his  paper,  which  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  E.  K.  Turpin,  supported  by  the  chairman,  and 
unanimously  agreed  to.  The  annual  general  meeting 
will  be  held  on  the  31st. — Jajies  Tatler,  sec. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  15th 
inst.  the  first  day  of  our  fishing  season  for  prizes  turned 
out  to  be  a  blank,  but  the  business  on  Wednesday  night 
made  up  for  it,  and  I  should  advise  members  to  come  up 
as  early  as  possible  to  receive  information  of  new  laws 
that  now  come  into  force.  Also  I  might  inform  them 
that  our  annual  supper  will  take  place  on  Monday,  Feb. 
15th.— W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Hozton  Brothers’  Angling  Society. — We  were 
saved  a  blank  on  the  15th  last  by  H.  Da  Costa  with 
perch  and  S.  Gillett,  chub.  The  members  will  fish  for 
special  prizes  on  the  22nd,  in  the  Lea,  from  Ratty’s 
Lock  to  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  ;  leave  London  same 
morning  by  9.8  train,  Liverpool-street,  for  Rye  House 
station. — R.  Ghcrnet,  sec. 

Izaak  'Walton  Angling  Society.— Only  one  of 
the  four  special  prizes  that  were  given  to  be  competed 
for  on  the  15th  inst.  was  taken,  Mr.  T.  Goodwins  being 
the  winner,  the  remaining  three,  with  two  added  prizes, 
will  be  fished  for  again  on  the  22nd  inst,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters 
(private  waters  barred).  The  members  will  also  com¬ 
pete  for  four  special  prizes  on  Wednesday  next,  25th 
inst.,  between  the  Fish  and  Eels  and  the  Castle  Bridge, 
above  St.  Margaret’s.  All  competitors  to  fish  from  the 
towing  path  only. — H.  B. 

Junior  Ply  Fishers’,  70,  Hounsditch,  E.C.— The 
Junior  Fly  Fishers’  held  their  annual  weekly  meeting  at 
the  Citizen,  70,  Houndsdi'tch,  on  Thursday  last,  Mr. 
James  Hall  in  the  chair.  A  letter  was  received  from 
the  secretary  Thames  Conservancy,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  resolution  passed  at  our  last  meeting.  The 
reels  shown  were  of  a  varied  assortment,  from  the  fine, 
delicate  trout-reel  to  the  obsolete  reel  of  150  years  ago  ; 


this  article,  sent  us  by  a  friend,  was  much  criticised. 
Members  are  reminded  of  our  two  final  fixtures  for  the 
winter  srason:  Feb.  2;  supper,  tickets  2s.  6d.  each. 
As  accommodation  is  limited,  I  must  request  our  friends 
to  reply  to  me  not  later  than  Monday,  30th  inst.,  so  that 
adequate  arrangements  can  be  made.  On  Fel).  16  an 
exhibition  of  flies.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Mr.  J.  Hall. — Hon.  Sec. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn.  New 
Cross-road,  S.E. — .Several  members  were  out  during  the 
late  frosty  weather,  but  only  two  weighed  in,  viz.,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Slater,  jack,  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Comerford,  roach, 
dace,  and  chub,  from  the  Wey  :  heaviest  chub,  21b.  9oz. 
— W.  W.  C. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  IS,  St.  John’s-lane. — There  was  a 
very  good  attendance  at  our  fourteenth  annual  meeting 
on  the  12th.  The  treasurer’s  balance-sheet  for  1892, 
showing  i£14  6s.  to  be  and  duly  audited,  was  passed  and 
adopted.  Special  votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the 
treasurer  and  secretary  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
their  duties  had  been  performed.  Similar  enthusiastic 
votes  were  unanimously  passed  to  the  chairman,  presi¬ 
dent,  vice-president,  and  vice-chairman.  The  whole  of 
the  ofiSoers  and  committee  were  re-elected  as  follows  : — 
President,  Mr.H.  Leaman  ;  vice-president,  Mr.  R.  Whit¬ 
tington  ;  chairman,  Mr.  I.  H.  Jones  ;  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
G.  P.  Titterton ;  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  H.  Hughes  ;  secretary, 
Mr.  R.  Woolfall ;  two  auditors,  Messrs.  G.  E.  Robinson 
and  J.  G.  Gilbert ;  seven  members  to  complete  com¬ 
mittee,  Messrs.  Gass,  Bloomfield,  Gawith,  Childs,  W.  J. 
Johnson,  Wood,  and  Hooton.  In  addition  to  cash 
prizes  the  following  special  ones  were  presented  : — Mr. 
Gass,  pair  of  waders  for  fine  fish,  given  by  Mr.  Whit¬ 
tington  ;  Mr.  D.  W.  Jeffreys,  challenge  clock,  value  ten 
guineas,  presented  by  Mr.  I.  H.  Jones  for  troutand  gray¬ 
ling  ;  Mr.  Richard  Wilson,  challenge  clock,  value  ten 
guineas,  given  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Mason  for  coarse  fish  ;  Mr. 
J.  G.  Gilbert,  “  Goshawk  ”in  case,  presented  by  Mr.  H. 
Cox,  naturalist,  for  heaviest  pike.  Specimen  fish  prizes, 
trout  and  chub,  Mr.  Titterton  ;  roach,  Messrs.  R.  Wilson 
and  Gilbert  a  tie.  The  specimen  prizes  for  grayling, 
dace,  carp,  tench,  perch,  bream,  barbel,  and  pike  have 
not  been  won,  the  high  limit  of  weight  recently 
adopted  not  having  been  reached.  Our  limit  weight  for 
specimen  fish  are  now — trout,  21b.  ;  grayling,  Hb.  ; 
roach  and  rudd,  lib.  ;  dace  and  graining,  Ub. ;  carpj 
tench,  and  chub,  2!b. ;  perch,  IJlb.  ;  bream,  31b.  ;  barbel, 
81b.  ;  pike,  101b.  ;  10s.  6d.  each.  In  the  earlier  part  of 
the  proceedings  Mr.  I.  H.  Jones  was  in  the  chair,  and  in 
the  later  part  Mr.  Leaman  occupied  it ;  Mr.  Titterton 
being  in  the  vice-chair  throughout,  and  everything 
passed  off  in  an  orderly  and  business  fashion,  there  not 
being  a  single  hitch  at  any  point.  Speaking  to  the 
curator  of  the  parks  and  gardens  here  the  other  day  he 
informed  me  he  should  order  next  day  500  two-year-old 
Loch  Leven  trout  for  Newsham  Lake  from  Mr.  Guy. 
Howietoun,  I  told  him  he  had  put  it  off  very  late  and 
might  not  get  them.  I  hope  he  will,  however.  I  have 
to-day  received  an  intimation  from  Mr.  Guy  that  our 
200  two-year-old  Loch  Leven  trout  for  the  Ruabon 
water  will  arrive  at  that  station  on  Thursday  morning 
next,  the  27th,  at  7.27.  Members  wishing  to  see  these 
trout  before  being  placed  in  their  new  habitat,  please 
note. — R.  Woolfall. 

Ne'w  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road. — Next  Thursday,  Jan.  26,  we  fis’a  at  Christ¬ 
church,  Hampshire,  for  Mr.  Wheeldon’s  silver  cup,  and 
several  other  prizes,  including  one  offered  by  our  new 
member,  Mr.  Davis,  for  the  best  roach  not  less  than 
IRb.  The  train  starts  from  Waterloo  at  5.50  a.m.  (ten 
minutes  to  six)  and  our  members  and  friends  must  be 
at  the  station  at  5.45  at  the  latest,  in  order  that  the 
tickets  can  be  taken.  The  conditions  stipulate  that  the 
competition  is  from  the  bank,  one  rod  only,  the  weight 
of  the  best  one,  two,  or  three  roach  over  8oz.  to  count. 
Fishing  to  commence  at  9.30  and  to  cease  at  4.30. 
Honorary  members  are  eligible  to  compete  for  the  cup, 
and  rule  16  suspended.  The  ladies’  concert  for  Feb.  2 
was  discussed,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  carry 
out  the  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  same. 
Mr.  Crisp  reported  having  been  to  Staines  to-day  (Thurs¬ 
day,  Jan.  19),  where  the  water  was  a  bad  colour,  and 
had  only  taken  one  small  jack  in  consequence.  Five  of  our 
members — Messrs.  Grimmett,  Sceats,  La  Feuillade, 
Newbury,  and  Marsland — have  been  fishing  in  Hamp¬ 
shire  this  week.  Several  good  pike  were  taken  by  the 
party,  including  one  of  14Jlb.  by  Mr.  La  Feuillade,  and 
another  of  12ilb.  by  Mr.  Sceats. — A.  E.  Baldwin,  sec. 

North  London  Angfling'  Club,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  Clerken- 
well  Visiting  list  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Monday 
next,  Jan.  23,  when  I  hope  that  the  clubs  will  respond  to 
the  invitation.  Secretaries  not  receiving  notice,  please 
accept  this  as  such,  and  oblige.  On  the  18th  inst.  several 
members  were  out,  but  returned  with  lighter  creels  than 
when  they  started. — H.  Stretch,  hon.  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling’  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  the  15th  inst.  we  had  another  blank. 
Members  did  not  care  to  go  out,  as  the  chances  of  sport 
seemed  very  remote.  On  the  22nd  a  silver  tankard  and 
two  half-guineas  will  be  fished  for,  members  to  go  where 
they  like;  all  fish  to  weigh,  one  rod  only. — H.  W. 
Morgan,  hon.  assist.-sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Harris 
weighed  in  with  roach.  Our  return  visit  took  place  on 
the  18th,  when  I  am  very  pleased  to  say  we  had  an 
evening  that  could  not  be  surpassed.  A  room  full !  in 
fact,  crammed  to  its  utmost.  Good  fellows  !  Good 
fellowship !  enjoyment  was  the  order  of  the  evening. 
Mr.  Croker,  of  the  Islington  Brothers,  very  kindly  took 
the  chair.  The  talent  was  excellent,  the  songs  were  of 


the  best  and  latest  of  the  day.  Mr.  C.  IValling  called 
the  roll,  and  thirteen  clubs  answered,  and  those,  I  am 
pleased  to  say,  turned  up  in  strong  force.  I  only  hope 
the  gentlemen  who  favoured  us  with  their  company 
enjoyed  themselves  as  much  as  our  members  did.  On 
behalf  of  the  club  I  thank  the  artists  who  obliged  us  so 
well,  and  if  we  can  ever  do  them  a  turn  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  do  our  utmost.  The  meeting  terminated  with 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. — W.  R.  Shaw. 
hon.  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden  Lane. — On  Tuesday  last  the  chief  of  our  busi¬ 
ness  was  the  discussion  on  the  report  brought  up  by  our 
delegate  (re  new  bye-laws  for  the  Thames),  when  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  to  strongly  protest  against  them. 
Our  next  reading  and  smoking  concert  was  also  con¬ 
sidered. — Pelican  . 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope, 

Pollards-row. — I  am  directed  by  the  members  of  the 
above  society  to  strongly  object  to  the  proposed  bye-law 
of  the  Thames  Conservators,  and  we,  like  ‘‘  Fellow 
Angler,”  think  it  will  bring  about  ruin  to  the  Thames, 
and  the  following  resolution  was  passed;  ‘‘That  the 
delegates  from  the  above  society  are  to  vote  right 
against  the  proposed  now  bye-law.” — T.  Sayck,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers.— Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  St.  George’s 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales,  St. 
George’s-road,  Peckham,  on  Tuesday,  the  31st.  As  this 
society  is  always  represented  at  every  visit  on  the 
list,  I  trust  they  will  receive  a  bumper.— A.  Conn, 
hon.  sec. 

■Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — Some  of  ours  were  out  on  the 
15th — Mr  Betts,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr  Dawson,  roach. 
We  had  a  fair  meeting  on  the  17th,  Mr.  Betts  in  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Frankum.  We  had  a  very  interest- 
iner  report  from  our  delegate,  which  gave  great  satisfac¬ 
tion.  I  hope  members  will  turn  np  earlier  on  meeting 
nights. — H.  C. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park. — On  Jan.  18  our 
indefatigable  member,  Mr.  Miller,  saved  ns  from  a  blank, 
with  just  on  31b.  of  roach,  one  fish  lib.  3oz.  We  were 
disappointed  from  having  our  half-yearly  supper  at  the 
end  of  September,  through  the  powers  that  be  not  allow¬ 
ing  us  to  have  any  music.  We  have  decided  to  have  it 
on  Monday,  Feb.  7,  at  the  Camden  Restaurant,  High- 
street,  Camden  Town,  when  we  hope  for  a  good  muster 
of  members  and  friends  ;  ladies  also  will  be  heartily 
welcomed.-  J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland- road,  'Walworth,  S.E. — 
There  are  three  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  the  21st 
inst.,  and  two  prizes  on  Wednesday,  25th,  both  compe¬ 
titions  in  the  Thames,  open. — C.  Hibble,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  Grove,  Stratford. — Some  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  15th,  but  only  Mr.  Goodrich  saved  ns 
from  a  blank  with  lib.  3Joz.  of  roach.  I  hope  our  mem¬ 
bers  will  not  forget  our  visit  on  Monday,  Jan.  23,  at 
eight  sharp,  and  also  all  the  secretaries  and  members  in 
the  No.  1  Eastern  District  List,  so  that  we  may  have  a 
good  meeting,  as  it  is  the  first  one  at  our  new  club¬ 
house. — R.  Lowther,  sec. 


An  Annan  Salmon  Poacher  sent  to  Prison. — In 
the  Dumfries  Sheriff  Court  on  Friday,  Robert  McVittie, 
Lochmaben,  was  charged  with  assaulting  Mr.  Robert 
Carmichael,  gamekeeper  and  water  bailiff  on  the  Duke 
of  Buccleuch’s  Turnmuir  barony,  while  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty.  The  assault  arose  out  of  the  salmon  poach¬ 
ing  case  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week.  The 
Sheriff  found  the  charge  proven,  and  remarked  that  the 
assault  was  a  most  savage  one.  He  sent  McVittie  to 
prison  for  sixty  days  with  hard  labour  and  without  the 
option  of  paying  a  line. 

S.ALMON  Poaching  in  the  Border  Esk  on 
Christmas  Day. — Last  week,  at  Longtown,  before  the 
Rev.  M.  R.  Graham,  M.  Brown,  Esq.,  H.  Patrickson, 
Esq.,  and  A.  W.  Shepheard-Walwyn,  Esq.,  David 
Bruson,  John  Kirknp,  and  Wm.  Bamfather,  all  of 
Longtown,  were  charged  with  salmon  poaching  in  the 
river  Esk,  near  Netherby,  on  the  25th  ult.— James 
Tuddenham  said  he  was  watching  the  river  near  Tower 
Houses,  when  the  defendants  came  up  the  river-side. 
He  told  them  to  go  away,  but  they  said,  ‘‘  Not  till  they 
h^  got  a  fish  or  two.”  One  of  the  men  had  a  stick 
with  a  gaff  attached,  and  clicked  a  salmon,  and  after 
they  got  it  up  on  the  bank  they  commenced  to  dance. 
They  went  down  the  Holme  to  Croft  Head,  and  took 
the  salmon  with  them.  The  policeman  searched 
Benson,  but  found  nothing  upon  him.  Kirkup  and 
Bamfather  were  subsequently  searched  with  a  similar 
result.  Hearing  a  noise  as  of  something  dropping  over 
the  ledge  of  the  bridge,  he  went  over,  and  found  a  newly- 
killed  salmon  and  two  hens,  which  were  quite  warm, 
lying  on  the  ice.  At  this  point  Kirknp  exclaimed,  “  It’s 
all  up  with  us  now.”  Afterwards  he  found  a  gaff  on  the 
road  where  he  had  searched  Kirknp  and  Bamfather. — 
The  Bench  retired  for  ten  minutes,  and,  on  returning, 
the  chairman  said  it  was  a  clear  case  against  the 
defendants,  and  they  would  be  fined  z£3  each  and  costs, 
or  in  default,  one  month’s  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour.  The  Bench  dismissed  the  case  against  the 
defendants  for  stealing  the  poultry,  at  the  same  time 
characterising  it  as  one  of  great  suspicion.  It  was  also 
decided  to  dismiss  the  summons  against  John  Kirknp 
for  assaulting  water-bailiff  Tuddenham  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty. 
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English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — I  -was  at 
Sunbnry  on  Monday,  but  did  not  find  any  of  the  punts 
out  or  any  one  fishing  from  the  banks.  The  water  was 
not  at  all  a  bad  colour,  but  the  temperature  was  very 
cold  and  the  snow  was  falling  fast  and  furious.  All 
anglers  know  nothing  disturbs  the  character  of  the 
water  more  than  snow,  and  that  snow  water  improves 
sooner  than  any  other.  The  first  portion  of  the  river  to 
evidence  any  chance  of  sport  was  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Staines,  and,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  return  of  John 
Keene,  jun.,  he  had  plenty  of  clients  ready  to  make 
another  start.  This  excellent  fisherman  is  well  and 
practically  supported  by  members  of  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorial  Society  and  the  Richmond  Piscatorial  Society, 
and  of  anglers  who  do  not  keep  away  when  there  is  the 
slightest  possibility  of  finding  the  fish.  Two  of  the 
members  of  the  latter  society  were  fishing  with  him 
last  Friday — Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Herbert ;  and,  whilst 
they  were  fishing  for  roach,  one  of  the  fish,  a  roach  of 
twelve  ounces,  took  the  bait  of  each  angler  and  was 
securely  hooked  by  both  of  them,  and,  I  need  scarcely 
say,  landed.  In  the  question  of  a  competition  the  fish 
would  become  a  joint  property.  I  remember  a  similar 
circumstance  with  a  jack  of  ‘J51b.  some  years  ago  with 
the  late  Mr.  H.  L.  Rolfe  and  our  good  old  friend  Mr.  T. 
E.  Sachs,  and  it  was  designated  “  The  Union  Jack.”  I 
do  not  know  the  politics  of  the  Richmond  anglers,  but 
if  Conservative,  it  would  not  inaptly  go  in  for  “The 
Union  ” — it  would  certainly  not  be  “  Home  Rule,”  as 
the  rule  in  this  case  would  be  a  removal  from  their 
natural  home.  I  had  a  long  chat  with  my  old  friend 
Mr.  Edward  Clarke  at  Sunbury  about  the  proposed  new 
bye-laws,  and  his  views  were  by  no  means,  to  some  of 
them  which  we  discussed,  at  all  favourable  ;  indeed, 
everywhere  I  have  been  amongst  practical  anglers  1 
have  not  heard  one  favourable  opinion  expressed.  The 
meeting  at  the  Anglers’  Association  on  Monday  evening 
was  a  most  representative  one,  and  ought  to  carry  great 
weight  in  the  minds  of  the  conservators.  It  was  the 
voice  of  over  eighty  angling  clubs,  and  represented  over 
five  thousand  anglers ! — B. 

UpperTKames.— Thursday.— The  prospects,  so  far 
as  I  can  glean  from  washed-out  correspondents,  is  that 
all  round  prospects  are  very  gruesome.  The  snow-water 
has  now  found  its  way  into  the  bed  of  the  river,  which, 
from  a  state  of  lowness,  has  popped  up  suddenly  into  a 
plethoric  gentleman  with  a  dirty-green  face.  Thames 
fishing  is  not  worth  salt,  and  I  am  disgusted  with  it.  I 
wonder  if  before  the  end  of  the  season  Thames-jack  men 
will  have  one  look  ! — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet). — At  the  time  of  writing  the 
river  is  bank  high,  a  very  good  thing  to  get  the  snow 
and  ice  away.  Fishing  seems  a  gone  game — water  wrong 
all  the  winter;  but  there  are  bigger  troubles  for  the 
angler  in  store.  What  is  it  I  hear,  a  London  club  rent¬ 
ing  a  certain  part  of  the  Thames,  not  far  from  here  r 
That  is  indulging  riparians.  I  hope  they  will  never  catch 
any  fish. — G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island). — Nothing  doing  since 
the  15th.  Two  anglers,  fishing  off  the  island,  had  a  few 
very  good  roach,  also  a  very  nice  jack.  Water  is  getting 
a  nasty.colonr,  and  no  wonder,  considering  the  rain  and 
snow  we  have  had  this  last  week.  It  looks  very  gloomy 
for  the  next  three  or  four  days,  even  if  the  weather 
kews  fine. — R.  Plummer,  sen. 

Thames  (Oxford). — The  thaw  of  this  three  or  four 
days  has  greatly  improved  the  prospects  of  fishing.  The 
river  is  now  almost  clear  of  ice,  but  at  time  of  writing 
the  water  is  thick  ;  but  the  weir  keepers  are  beginning 
to  put  the  tackle  in  again,  and  by  the  time  these  lines 
reach  your  readers,  the  water  here  will  be  again  fishable. 
At  present  no  takes  are  to  hand,  bu^',  providing  we  get 
no  rain,  good  bags  ought  to  be  the  result. — C.  Herbert. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  three  dozen  of  roach,  the  largest 
lilb.,  and  a  chub  of  Sjlb.  another  day,  with  Mr.  Rogers, 
three  dozen  of  roach,  and  a  chub  of  31b. ;  another  day, 
with  Mr.  Baldwin  and  friend,  four  dozen  of  nice  roach  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Burkett,  a  similar  result ;  and 
another  day,  with  Messrs.  Jones  and  Herbert,  of  the 
Richmond  Piscatorial  Society,  six  dozen  of  fine  roach. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — There  is  only  one  report 
from  the  tidal  waters,  where,  at  Twickenham,  John 
Spong,  in  one  day,  got  two  dozen  of  dace.  The  water  is 
again  out  of  condition  with  the  snow  and  the  rain,  and 
when  it  was  seen  on  Wednesday  it  looked  very  thick 
and  dirty. 

Windsor  District. — The  snowfall,  which  was  gene¬ 
ral  throughout  the  Thames  Valley  on  the  17th  inst.,  has 
not,  up  to  the  time  of  writing,  seriously  affected  the 
state  of  the  water,  which  has  but  a  slight  colour  rather 
in  favour  of  jack  fishing,  though  I  would  not  care  to 
waste  time  in  fishing  whilst  snow  is  in  the  water.  Since 
my  last,  I  have  been  out  a  short  time  opposite  here, 
and  had  a  couple  of  brace  of  chub,  but  largest  only 
lib.  lOoz.  What  they  will  be  in  a  few  years  if  the  mon¬ 
strous  bye-law  allowing  them  to  be  used  for  bait  is 
passed,  is  not  very  difficult  to  imagine,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  they  ought  not  to  be  taken  out  under  at  least 
12in.,  and  those  who  use  them  as  bait  ought  to  be 
thrown  in  with  them. — B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Later. — River  coming  down  this  morning,  very  bad 
colour.  Will  be  some  days  before  in  condition,  allowing 
no  more  rain  or  snow. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Dxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— This  has  been  another 
week  of  idleness  for  the  “noble  army  of  martyrs” 
(known  in  days  past  as  anglers).  This  makes  the  fourth 


week  of  our  “lock-out,”  and,  although  somewhat  milder 
than  its  three  predecessors,  I  think,  by  its  general  dis¬ 
agreeable  character,  it  is  entitled  to  honourable  mention 
in  this  “  Rough  on  Anglers  ”  seiies.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  “ingredients”  of  this  week’s  mixture:  A 
little  frost,  a  little  snow,  a  little  rain,  and  a  small  hurri¬ 
cane  or  two  to  top  up  with— a  sufficiently  lumseons  dose 
for  the  “hardiest”  Waltonian  without  a  doubt.  Of 
course,  the  river  has  been  a  compound  of  snow 
broth  and  ice  water,  more  or  less,  throughout  the  week, 
and  piscatorial  pursuits  have  been  quite  as  effectually 
stopped,  as  when  Jack  Frost  held  sway.  Although  the 
ice  has  disappeared  from  all  running  water,  it  is  still  in 
evidence  on  the  ponds  and  backwaters’;  in  fact,’ up  to  the 
last  day  or  two,  skating  was  still  in  full  swing.  I  do  not 
suppose  the  present  happy  state  of  affairs  can  last  much 
longer^  as  it  is,  the  trout  season  will  be  here  before 
many  of  us  have  fairly  started  piking.  A  good  old 
rollicking  flood  would  be  the  most  welcome  visitor  just 
now,  and,  as  rain  is  gently  falling  whilst  I  write,  let  us 
hope  that  will  be  the  next  event  on  the  cards.  AVe 
certainly  deserve  some  compensation  after  a  month  of 
torture. —  Red  Palmer. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — A  return  of  open  weather 
will  soon  set  sportsmen  to  work  again.  This  week  is  a 
great  improvement  on  last,  and  to-day  (Wednesday) 
has  been  a  very  fine  and  spring-like  day,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  somewhat  heavy  fall  of  snow  on  the  pre¬ 
vious  day.  We  seem  to  have  almost  missed  t*’e  storm 
of  Saturday  and  Sunday  experienced  in  the  South  of 
England  ;  but  the  keen  frost  has  gone  a  long  way  into 
the  ground,  and  the  waters,  though  opening  out,  must 
he  yet  very  cold,  and  full  of  what  anglers  call  “  snow 
broth.”  Should  the  mild  weather  continue  as  long,  a 
good  many  anglers  will  by  the  end  of  the  week  be  at 
work  again.  The  frost  and  snow  seem  like  passing 
away  without  flood,  and  not  much  delay  need  be  feared 
on  this  account.  Angling  gossip  is  very  scanty  just 
now ;  but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  some  negotiations 
were  in  progress  a  short  time  ago  for  facilities  for  fishing 
in  this  district  for  visitors  from  Sheffield  and  other 
towns  a  distance  away.  They  have  already  a  good  deal 
of  water  in  the  lower  district  and  about  Keadby  ;  but 
what  is  wanted  now  is  better  accommodation  about 
Retford. — L. 

Lea  and  Short. — I  went  up  to  Enfield  Lock  and 
AA'^altham  Abbey  on  Thursday,  but  have  not  heard  of 
much  sport  having  been  had  at  either  place.  A  few 
perch  were  taken  at  Enfield  Lock  on  the  15th.  On  that 
day  a  good  many  anglers  were  out,  the  results,  as  far  as 
I  can  gather,  being  a  few  roach,  perch,  and  some  small 
jack.  Mr.  Harry  Avis,  of  the  King’s  Arms,  AValtham 
Abbey,  proposes  to  have  an  open  angling  competition  on 
Feb.  5th,  on  the  usual  conditions,  viz.,  entrance  t!d.  each, 
all  entrance  money  given  in  prizes,  pro  rata,  in  addition 
to  which  Mr.  Avis  will  give  a  prize  or  two,  consisting  of 
articles  useful  to  anglers.  The  local  club,  the  Waltham 
Brother.s,  have  altered  their  meeting  night  from  Monday 
to  Friday.  The  flood  on  Tuesday  night,  or  early  on 
Wednesday  morning,  came  down  so  suddenly  as  to  burst 
open  a  bait  box  which  was  lying  in  the  old  river  at  the 
back  of  the  King’s  Arms,  thereby  causing  the  loss  of  a 
couple  of  dozen  good  pike  baits,  which,  just  now,  are 
very  difficult  to  get  in  that  neighbourhood.  Therefoie, 
I  should  advise  intending  pike  fishermen  to  provide 
themselves  before  leaving  town. — Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — Angling  prospects  have  brightened  con¬ 
siderably  this  week.  The  frost  held  sway  up  to  Tuesday, 
on  which  day  a  rapid  thaw  set  in,  and  quickly  stopped 
the  sport  on  the  ice.  With  the  exception  of  a  slight 
frost  at  night,  the  change  in  the  atmosphere  has  con¬ 
tinued,  and  should  the  favourable  circumstances  remain 
with  us,  good  fishing  may  be  available  by  the  end  of 
this  week.  The  ice  boat  was  at  work  along  the  canal  on 
Thursday.  This  will  greatly  assist  in  clearing  away  the 
accumulations.  A  few  anglers  had  a  try  on  Thursday, 
but  they  were  doomed  to  disappointment.  On  the  pond 
the  ice  still  remains  thickly.  Probably  Leiccester 
anglers  will  be  interested  to  read  of  the  doings  of  four 
well-known  wielders  of  the  rod  and  line,  who,  not  very 
long  since,  left  that  town  to  seek  fortune  in  America. 
The  sportsmen  referred  to  are  Harry  Moore,  Harry 
Starkey,  A.  Butler,  and  J.  Butler,  who  are  now  located 
at  Brockton,  Mass.,  where  they  have  established  a  club, 
which  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Fishing  out  there 
appears  to  be  up  to  high-water  mark,  as,  according  to 
report,  abundant  spoil  is  always  obtained.  The  Leicester 
representatives  were  among  the  prizes,  Moore  taking  a 
trophy  for  red  perch,  Starkey  for  eels,  A.  Butler  for 
black  bass,  and  J.  Butler  for  white  perch. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— Most 
of  the  snow  has  disappeared  from  this  neighbourhood, 
but  a  lot  remains  on  the  Radnorshire  hills— which  is 
being  fast  dissolved  by  the  milder  weather — and  has 
caused  these  rivers  to  rise,  as  they  continue  to  do 
rapidly  to-day  (Wednesday).  Every  indication  of  a 
heavy  fresh,  if  not  flood,  which  will  completely  stop 
fishing  for  next  eight  or  ten  days. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— The  icebound  river  has 
afforded  excellent  sport  for  skaters  and  anglers  alike, 
for  while  the  exhilarating  pastime  of  skating  has  been 
indulged  in,  the  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  have  lost  no 
opportunity  of  pursuing  their  favourite  vocation. 
Standing  upon  the  frozen  surface  and  fishing  in  holes 
broken  through  the  ice,  capital  sport  has  been  secured 
near  the  town  bridge,  many  hooking  fish  as  fast  as  they 
could  throw  in  their  lines.  Roach  and  perch  are  on  the 
feed  as  though  they  had  just  recovered  from  a  fast,  and 
are  taking  the  bait  eagerly.  Some  good  bags  have  been 
obtained. — G.  Samwell. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— There  has  not  been 
much  doing  at  sea  during  the  last  week.  The  weather 
has  been  very  cold  and  unsettled,  some  days  blowing 


half  a  gale,  and  other  days  flat  calm.  A  very  few 
trawlers  ventured  out,  but  their  catches  was  small, 
some  as  low  as  508,,  and  this  divided  amongst  seven  is 
not  much  for  a  week’s  work.  The  lobster  pots  have 
yielded  about  2cwt.  of  fish,  and  they  realised  good 
prices.  Herrings  and  pilchards  have  been  scarce,  and 
the  usual  rod  fishing  has  been  prevented  by  the  intense 
cold.  lam  glad  to  see  the  fishermen  are  stirring  them¬ 
selves  in  the  matter  of  the  protection  of  the  fisheries, 
and  I  trust  they  will  come  up  in  numbers  and  give  evi¬ 
dence  at  the  Board  of  Trade  inquiry,  for  some  of  the 
laws,  if  passed,  will  take  away  the  living  of  scores  of 
men  without  doing  the  slightest  possible  good  ;  I  mean 
the  laws  that  have  been  framed  by  the  Devon  Sea 
Fisheries  Committee. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— There  was  a  rapid  rise  in 
the  river  on  Tuesday  consequent  upon  the  thaw,  and  the 
swollen  stream  quickly  cleared  away  the  ice  which  had 
so  long  covered  the  river,  the  effect  caused  by  the 
floating  masses  of  ice  being  exceedingly  curious.  Some 
of  the  blocks  were  many  feet  in  length  and  circum¬ 
ference.  The  water  is  very  much  discolourecl,  but  as 
soon  as  it  clears  good  sport  should  be  obtainable  among 
the  pike  and  rough  fish. — Pi.scatoe. 

Severn,  "Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  at  the  end  of  last  week  was  an 
exact  repetition  of  that  of  the  previous  week.  A  cold 
thaw  was  followed  by  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  and  a  very 
sharp  frost.  This  was  succeeded  by  a  very  cold  thaw, 
and  now  all  our  rivers  are  full  of  snow  water,  which 
renders  angling  an  impossibility,  and  as  the  wind  stiU 
continues  from  west  to  north-east,  a  change  for  the 
better  is  not  yet  assured. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures). — The  river  was  in  flood  on  Thursday 
owing  to  the_  thaw,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  it  will  he  in 
condition  again  for  some  days  to  come.  On  Wednesday 
Mr.  AV.  Bainbridge,  a  local  angler,  took  121b.  of  nice 
roach,  and  another  Bures  fisherman  has  had  81b.  A 
pike  of  6jlb.  has  been  bagged. — Goosequill. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Frosts, 
snow,  and  thaw  has  been  the  record  of  the  week. 
Skating  and  duckings  have  been  had  on  Chichester 
canal  and  in  many  other  waters.  At  Pulborough  and 
Amberley  the  river  is  open,  but  I  have  no  sport  to- 
chronicle  from  that  quarter.  The  Rother  is  in  fair  order, 
but  the  loose  ice  and  snow  water  is  against  sport.  A 
few  enthusiasts  have  tried  the  Adur  among  the  roach,, 
with  but  indifferent  success.  The  lower  portion  of  the 
Ouse  is  probable,  and  from  Chichester  canal,  on  the 
upper  water,  a  few  roach  and  bream  and  a  small  pike  are 
reported.  The  Corporation  of  Chichester  are  somewhat 
exercised  as  to  what  to  do  with  the  water  now  they  have 
it  on  their  own  hands.  The  clearing  and  deepening, will 
incur  a  heavy  liability,  and  in  the  present  state  of  rail¬ 
way  charges  a  tramway  is  mooted  as  the  least  expensive 
method  of  transporting  goods  from  Chichester  Harbour 
to  the  city.  This  would  run  in  the  bed  of  the  canal.  A 
proposition  to  rent  the  three  and  a-half  miles  of  water 
on  lease  would  be  entertained,  and  would,  in  my  estima¬ 
tion,  prove  a  paying  venture,  as  the  canal  is  heavily 
stocked  and  considered  one  of  the  best  angling  resorts  in- 
the  south. — George  F.  Salter. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  has  risen  consider¬ 
ably  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours,  the  water  below 
Newark  being  highly  charged  with  colour,  the  result  of 
a  big  influx  from  the  Devon,  and  angling  is  again  sus¬ 
pended.  Up  to  Tuesday,  signs  of  improvement  were 
manifest,  a  few  roach,  dace,  and  chub  having  been  taken 
with  worms  from  the  tributary  mentioned,  and  members 
of  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Association  were  busy  in 
various  parts  of  the  Trent,  in  hopes  of  securing  a  speci¬ 
men  fish  for  the  half-yearly  club,  which  closed  on 
AVednesday  evening  with  the  following  result,  for  the 
six  classes  open  for  competition.  Roach :  1st,  Mr.  AV. 
Atkinson,  lib.  lOoz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  T.  Lee,  11b.  fijoz. ;  3rd, Mr. 
H.  Pratt,  lib.  4Joz. ;  4th,  Mr.  AV.  T.  Openshaw,  lib.  ^o?. 
Dace  :  1st.  Air.  D.  Slater,  8joz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  Smith',  8oz.; 
3rd,  Mr.  AV.  Mountney,  7joz.  ;  4th,  Mr.  F.  C.  Lees,  7oz. 
Bream  :  1st,  Mr.  F.  Cox,  21b.  13joz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  AVear, 
21b.  9oz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  AV.  Bagaley,  11b.  4joz. ;  4th,  Mr.  E. 
Upton,  11b.  24oz.  Chub  :  1st,  Mr.  A.  Lee,  31b.  2joz. ;  2nd, 
Air.  C.  Brownlow,  21b.  C^oz.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  R.  Kirton, 
21b.  6oz.  ;  4th,  Mr.  A.  H.  Elliss,  21b.  3oz.  Barbel :  1st,  Air, 
AV.  AI.  Ball,  71b.  I25OZ.  ;  2nd,  Air.  J  Hickson,  41b.  lOoz.;. 
3rd,  Air.  R.  Chatterton,  31b.  9oz.  Bleak  :  Mr.  R.  Croom, 
Ijoz.  8  shots  ;  2nd,  Air.  J.  Halliday,  I3OZ.  4  shots  ;  3rd, 
Air.  E.  Hall,  l^oz.  7  shots  ;  4th,  Mr.  J.  J.  Killingley, 
loz.  5  shots.  'The  premier  prize  taken  in  the  roach, 
barbel,  and  chub  maintain  the  average  of  previous 
seasons.  Other  classes  not  up  to  usual  standard. — 
Trentsidbr. 

Yore  and  Wharfe. — AATholly  out  of  order  for  any 
kind  of  fishing,  as  the  thaw  is  universal,  and  the  rivers 
full  of  melted  snow  and  ice. — F.  M.  Walbran. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Carron  (Baster  Ross),  has  been  frozen  over  for 
several  weeks  with  ice  thick  enough  to  bear  a  horse 
and  cart.  Not  for  many  years  has  the  frost  been  so 
severe  or, of  such  duration. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  spawning  season  in 
the  river  Deveron,  which  is  now  pretty  well  forward, 
has  been  one  of  the  best  for  many  years  past.  Until 
lately  there  was  little  to  interfere  with  the  spawn-beds. 
Since  the  close  of  the  rod-fishing  there  has  been  a  fair 
run  of  water,  but  a  little  dark  in  colour  for  closely  ob¬ 
serving  spawning  observations.  Notwithstanding,  fish 
were  early  on  the  upper  spawning-beds,  and  were  oft 
before  the  severe  frost  set  in.  For  about  a  month  the 
frost  has  been  very  severe,  and  the  ice  formed  on  several 
parts  of  the  river  has  been  over  6in.  in  tnickness.  As  an 
instance  we  may  mention  that  a  shooting-party  passed 
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.  over  at  a  spot  known  as  the  Boat  Pond,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Forglon  House,  Turriff,  which,  we  understand,  is  the 
first  time  that  the  ice  has  been  crossed  near  to  this  point 
since  1852.  Below  the  Bridge  of  Banff  the  ice  on  the 
tidal  water  was  so  thick  as  to  admit  of  youths  skating 
on  it.  On  the  lower  part  of  the  river  the  drifting  down 
of  the  ice  has  caused  late  fish  to  leave  the  spawning- 
beds,  but  now  that  a  fresh  is  set  in  and  the  river  is  in 
fair  spate,  and  should  the  frost  not  return  in  like 
severity,  little  damage  is  anticipated.  There  have  been 
■very  few  dead  or  fungoid  fish  seen  this  past  winter  on 
the  river.  The  present  lessee,  Mr.  Bisset,  will  continue 
the  fishing  both  on  the  sea  and  river  for  another  year, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  opening  day  next  month  will 
be  as  good  as  on  former  years. — H.  AV. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  As  could  be  easily 
guessed  from  my  last  week’s  report,  we  have  no  sport 
on  this  water  uj)  to  date.  Truly  the  river  was  open  to 
anglers  on  the  11th.  but  there  was  an  embargo  on  for 
.all  that,  that  anglers  cannot  overcome.  It  was  ice¬ 
bound  from.  I  might  say,  one  end  to  the  other.  Nothing 
daunted,  how'ever,  the  Rev.  G.  McMillan  fished  such 
parts  of  No.  1  beat  as  was  open,  but  his  perseverance 
was  not  rewarded ;  he  neither  saw,  nor  felt  anything, 
-.except  the  intense  cold.  No  further  attempt  wjas  made  on 
M  eduesday,  which  was  even  colder  than  the  previous  day. 
On  'Ihnrsday  night  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  west, 
and  a  thaw  set  in,  and  on  Friday  morning  the  river  was 
in  high  flood,  and  the  ice  began  to  break  up,  and  came 
tumbling  down  in  great  blocks  and  sheets.  This  con- 
.  tinned  from  early  morning  until  dark,  and  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  during  that  period  thousands  of 
tons  of  ice  went  out  to  sea.  The  sight  was  truly 
grand;  Saturday,  however,  another  disappointment 
awaited  the  anxious  angler.  There  was  another 
heavy  fall  of  snow  during  the  night,  and  it  was 
still  drifting  terribly  till  mid-day.  '  No  anglers 
,  could  go  out,  even  had  the  river  been  in  size,  which  it 
was  not.  On  Sunday  night  still  another  change  took 
place,  rain  having  begun  to  fall  heavily,  and  by  Monday 
morning  the  snow  had  once  more  disappeared,  and  the 
river  was  in  mightier  flood  than  before.  As  showing 
^he  severity  of  the  frost,  a  great  quantity  of  ice  came 
drwTi  on  that  day,  which  was  evidently  from  parts  of 
the  river  upon  which  the  first  flood  had  no  effect.  Owing 
to  the  wind  blowing  off  shore,  all  the  ice  drifted  out  to 
,'sea,  so  doubtless  did  any  salmon  that  might  be  killed 
by  the  ice  striking  them.  Tuesday  broke  out  clear,  but 
again  frost  was  on,  and  the  river  too  high  for  angling. 
One  local  angler  went  out,  but  had  not  returned  before 
.  posting  time.  Barring  a  recurrence  of  the  late  severe 
frost,  and  more  snow,  the  river  will  be  in  grand  angling 
ply,  and  I  expect  to  have  some  good  sport  to  chronicle 
next  week.— S.  C. 

N orth  Esk.  —There  is  not  a  thing  doing  at  present ; 
.for  the  past  fortnight  the  river  has  been  cumbered  with 
.ice.  Now  and  then  a  pair  of  salmon  may  be  seen 
spawning  where  there  is  an  open  stream,  but  the  most 
of  them  have  kept  in  the  depths  of  the  deep  capacious 
rocky  poohs.  So  completely  in  general  is  the  river  iced 
over  that  I  cannot  see  any  signs  of  diseased  fish.  About 
Feb.  1  I  expect  to  get  the  total  of  them  that  have  been 
,t  iken  out  for  the  season. 

,  ^  Shiu,  Carron,  Oykel,  Cassley,  and  Einig*. — 

'  Good  results  are  expected  to  follow  the  past  spaw'ning 
Reason,  which  was  reckoned  to  be,' on  the  whole  favour- 
.Able..  For  nearly  a  month  the  water  catchment  area  of 
these  rivers  has  been  entirely  under  the  dominion  of 
.John  Frost.  There  has  also  been  a  lot  of  snow,  but  on 
,  Sunday  night  a  splendid  thaw  set  in,  and  held  till  Mon¬ 
day  afternoon,  when  there  was  every  appearance  of  its 
continu  ance. 

Tay  and  Iioch.  Tay  opened  Monday  last.  Water 
.lather  low,  but  fish  apparently  plentiful.  Among  the 


first  day’s  takes  were  two  salmon,  2hlb.  each,  by  Mr. 
Cesari,  on  Birnam  Hotel  water ;  on  1.51b.  by  Mr.  Broad 
on  the  reserved  water ;  one  2()lb.  by  Mr.  Robin  on  the 
Kenmore  Hotel  water;  two. by  Mr.  Mappin,  Ifllb.  and 
201b.,  Killin  Hotel  water  ;  two  by  Mr.  Richmond,  161b. 
and  621b..  on  the  Lochay  Hotel  water  :  two  by  Mr. 

‘  Wyper,  221b.  and  261b. 

Tay  (Killive). — Jan.  10,  opening  day  on  Loch  Tay. 
One  boat,  Mr.  Frank  Mappin,  Sheffield,  caught  two  nice 
salmon,  one  201b.,  one  101b.;  on  the  17th,  tw'o,  one  of 
241b.,  and  one  191b.;  and  Mr.  L’nwin,  of  London,  one 
fine  salmon  of  211b. ;  and  on  the  13th,  one  of  211b.  ;  and 
Captain  McNeill  one  of  2Slb.,  and  lost  two. — H.  J. 
Maiset. 

Tay  (Perth)  .  The  season  opened  here  on  Mondaj-, 

'  and,  considering  the  low  state  of  the  river,  has  been  very 
successful.  The  weather  has  been  very  mild  since  the 
[  opening,  so  much  so  that  to-day  the  river  has  come  out 
about  five  feet,  which  will  stop  angling  for  a  day  or  two.  ' 
On  Monday,  Capt.  King  killed  a  fish  of  IClb.  on  Bertha  I 
water,  and  on  Wednesday  one,  2(>lb.  ;  on  Burnmouth  i 
water,  Mr.  Wilson,  Glasgow,  killed  three,  the  largest 
321b.  :  and  on  Benchill.  Mr.  John  Sherwood,  Liverpool,  j 
killed  three,  201b.,  181b.,  and  161b.,  and  one  on  Wed-  j 
j  nesday,  221b.  ;  on  Islemouth  water  the  same  gentlemen 
I  killed  on  Tuesday  181b.  each.  ;  on  the  Birnam  Hotel 
water  Mr.  Cesari  killed  five,  201b  ,  221b.,  and  three  over  i 
181b.  ;  on  Cargill  water  the  boatmen  killed  two,  and  on  i 
Burnmouth  Mr.  Tenton  killed  four.  Col.  Sandeman 
killed  one  on  the  Stanley  water  on  Wednesday,  and  ■ 
Mr.  Hunter,  Glasgow',  two.  on  Burnmouth,  231b.,  and 
191b. 

Thurso  (Halkirk). — The  river  is  still  frozen  o%'er. 
Salmon  angling  usually  began  on  the  11th,  but  this  year 
the  screech  of  the  reel  gave  place  to  the  ring  of  the 
skates.  A  change  is  now  much  needed,  even  to  insiu-e 
sport  in  the  beginning  of  February.  Fish  were  seen  at 
the  mouth  lately.  Strong  thaw  set  in  on  Sunday.  The 
river  rose  several  feet.  Ice  all  gone,  more  rain  on 
Monday  night  kept  the  river  in  high  flood  and  ver3' 

,  muddy.  When  it  runs  down  a  bit,  early  fish  are  almost 
I  sure  to  run  up,  as  this  is  the  onlj-  likely  spate  we  have 
had  for  some  time.  The  prospects  for  Feb.  1  are  thus 
very  much  brighter.  Brawl  Castle  will  be  open  for  the 
reception  of  anglers  on  the  20th  inst.  I  hear  that  Mr. 
Arkwright  is  coming  down  to  fish  the  Forss  earlj’  in 
Februarj'. — A.  H. 

Irish  Reports.  ! 

Lough  CJurrane  (Waterville,  co.  Keri-y).—  ' 

Salmon  are  now  running  up  into  this  water  prettj-  | 
freely,  but  during  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
week  they  were  ascending  in  small  numbers  only.  The 
lake  is  now  in  nice  order,  and  if  it  continues  in  its 
present  condition,  the  chances  of  good  sport  on  the 
opening  daj-  on  tbe  1st  prox.  will  be  much  improved.  1 
Very  little  doing  at  sea-angling. — Tho.s.  J.  Dekxeht.  ! 

Mourne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone). -Every-  ; 
thing  augurs  well  for  a  good  angling  season.  The  ; 
spawning  period  has  been  verj-  successful,  and  a  good  j 
stock  of  ova  is  in  the  recently  erected  hatchery — put  up  ' 
by  the  Bann  and  Foyle  Fishery  Company — about  a  mile  i 
below  here.  Poaching  was  kept  at  a  minimum,  and  I  j 
only  have  heard  of  a  single  prosecution,  lie  the  memo-  i 
rial  to  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries,  praying  for  an  ex-  i 
tension  of  the  angling  time  on  the  Mourne,  1  learn  that  ' 
the  inspectors  intimate  that  they  will  consider  this 
summer  if  an  investigation  be  necessary.  Truly  it  takes  ' 
great  efforts  to  reach  the  official  mind,  beclouded  with 
red  tape,  but  the  promoters  of  the  petition,  which  in¬ 
cluded  the  signatures  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Abercorn. 
K.G..  Colonel  Viscount  Charlemont,  C.B  ,  and  Lord 
Frederick  Hamilton,  M.P.,  intend  to  press  the  matter 


home.  N.B.  Intending  visitors  to  the  Mourne  in  the 
coming  season  should  make  an  early  acquaintance  with 
“  White’s,  Omagh,"  whose  flies  are  famous  for  their 
killing  powers  and  local  suitability. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Twenty-seven  salmon 
were  taken  during  the  last  weekly  season  at  the  weir. 
They  were  all  nice  fish,  and  ran  from  101b.  to  151b. 
Salmon  are  now  running  up  pretty  freely.  Sea  angling 
is  brought  to  a  standstill  for  the  last  few  days  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  rough  weather. — Thos.  J.  Den'Nehy. 


Salmon  Poaching  Prosecution  at  Carlisle. —  - 
John  Pattinson,  the  notorious  “Bant,"  and  Isaac 
Rogers,  both  of  Carlisle,  appeared  at  the  county  police 
court  at  Carlisle  last  week,  charged  with  using  a  gaff 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  salmon  in  Rickerbj'  Park,  on 
Dec.  24.  Water  bailiffs  Marshall  and  Menzies,  who 
were  stationed  at  the  foot  of  Catholic  Loning,  saw  the  - 
two  defendants  walk  up  the  river  side  towards  Rickerbj' 
Park,  while  some  other  men,  including  .lohn  Dunkeld, 
were  proceeding  up  the  Carlisle  side  of  the  river.  After 
a  w'hile  Pattinson  pulled  up  his  trousers,  and  taking  a 
large  stick  on  to  w'hich  a  gaff'  was  attached,  made  a 
slight  stroke  at  a  fish,  but  missed  his  aim.  The  fish 
made  away,  and  Pattinson  then  attempted  to  capture  it 
w'ith  a  snatch.  Pattinson  cross-examined  the  bailiff  at 
great  length,  and  had  evidently  the  sympathy  of  the 
people  in  court,  who  loudly  hooted  the  witness.  The 
chairman  threatened  if  there  was  any  more  expression 
of  feeling,  the  court  would  be  cleared.  Water  bailiff 
Menzies  said  there  was  a  spawning  bed  at  the  place,  and 
he  had  seen  two  fish  lying  there  for  three  days.  Pattin¬ 
son  hotly  contradicted  this,  and  said  he  could  gaff  a  fish 
with  any  man  in  England,  and,  therefore,  could  not 
have  missed  it.  John  Dunkeld,  a  licensed  fisherman, 
was  called  for  the  defence,  and  said  he  did  see  Pattinson 
gaff  the  fish,  but  saw  him  roll  up  his  trousers.  Mr. 
Errington,  who  prosecuted,  then  pat  in  a  batch  of  con¬ 
victions  against  both  defendants,  but  as  Rogers  had  not 
been  before  the  court  since  1877,  he,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  bench,  withdrew  the  convictions  against  him.  The 
chairman  said  the  bench  were  bound  to  inflict  a  penalty 
of  £5,  and  costs,  upon  Pattinson,  with  the  alternative  of 
two  months’  imprisonment  ;  Rogers  would  be  fined 
£2  lOs.,  and  costs,  with  the  alternative  of  a  month's 
imprisonment. 


Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— For  Coughs. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Cioughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Lung  Trouldes. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  Heliable. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  1824. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Cough.s.  Eefuse  Imitations. 

Poweli’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Night  Cougii,  Inlluenza 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  Believed  Insiaut'y. 

Poweli's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  RemfKly. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Trade  Mark. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Lion,  Net,  and  Mouse. 

Poweli's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — la.  ijd  .  ‘2s  3d. 

Hollowaij's  1‘iUs  and  Omlmrnt.— Intluenzi,  Coughs,  and  Ciolds. _ 

In  diseases  of  the  ihroat  and  chest,  so  prevalent  in  our 
idiangeable  climate,  nothing  so  speeiiily  relieves,  or  so  certainly 
cures,  as  these  inestimabla  remcdie.s.  These  disorders  are  too 
often  neglected  at  their  commencement,  or  are  injudiciousiy 
treated,  resuiting  in  either  (;ase  in  di.sasfrous  consequenees. 
■Wh  vtever  the  condition  of  the  patient,  Holloway's  remedies  will 
restore,  if  re;:overy  be  ijoasible:  they  will  retard  the  alarming 
symptoms  till  the  blood  is  purified  and  nature  consummates  the 
cure,  gradually  restoring  strength  and  vital  nervous  power.  Bv 
persevering  in  the  use  of  Holloway's  preparations,  tone  is 
conferreii  on  the  stomach  and  frame  generally.  Thousands  of 
persons  have  testified  that  by  the  use  of  these  remedies  alone  they 
have  been  restored  to  health  after  every  other  means  had  fai!e<l. 


—  A  MARVEL  IN  ROD  MAKING.  — 

Genuine  American  SPLIT  CANE  Trout  Rods- 

25s.  (10,  lOi,  aud  11  feet.) 

A  few  Extracts  from  Customers’  Letters :  “  Your  wonderful  Split 
Cane  Rod  at  25s.  Is  the  wonder  of  all  beholders  in  the  shape  of  fishermen."  I  am 
well  pleased  with  the  253.  Split  Cane  Bod.  It  is  a  splendid  weapon,  and  worth 

twice  the  price."  - 

Writefor  Catalogue  containing  full  particulars  of  the  above,  and  every  article 
required  in  connection  with  fishing.  Sent  free  to  any  address  in  the  World  for 
three  stamps  (cost  of  postage  only). 

All  Novelties  and  New  Inventions  up  to  Date. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS,  North  of  England  Works, 

BISYIOIP  ^TJCKZLJkTsTZJ. 


BURGHLEY  PARK  FISHERY 

TROUT.  TROUT. 

One  year  old,  now  ready  for  stocking, 
,£15  per  1000.  Trout  Fry  sent  out  March, 
April,  and  May,  from  ^£1  per  100.  Ova, 
from  December  to  February,  ISs.  per 
1000. — 'VV.  T.  Silk,  Manager,  Stamford. 


THE  BFOBTMAK'S  VADE  MECUM. 


Eat.  1818. 

Ten  Prize  Medal*. 


HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Qold  Medals, 
Paris.  1878, 
London,  1884. 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 


PETEK  F.  HEEKXNG, 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courts  andH.R.H.the  Prince  of  Wales 
Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


GISHUIRSTIU^TE 

For  Drt  Feet  &  Boot  Comfort. 

Ii  tntich  used  by  Sxiortsmen,  Shore  Waders, 
Farmers,  Gardeners,  and  Ladies. 

Sold  by  Nurserymen  and  Oilmen,  with  testi¬ 
monials  and  directions  for  use.  In  boxes,  6d. 
aud  Is.  each.  Wholesale  by 

Price’s  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London . 


ANGELL’S  Patent  Revolving  FLY  WINGS 

That  never  grow  weary  when  fishing  for 

TROUT,  SALMON,  AND  BASS. 

THE  BEST  KILLING  BAIT  EVER  SOLD. 

Onee  Tried  alirays  Used.  Write  for  Price  List. 

G.  DEBAINEIS, 

26.  Chatto  Road,  Wandsworth  Common,  Loudon,  S,W. 
Also  sold  by  J.  Warner  A  Sons,  of  Eedditch  (Whole.sale). 


The  LIGHTEST  BODS  in  DSE.  Weight  7  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH’S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  RoD,4s.8D.c..fiiniy. 

12  feet,  stand-up  rings,  winch  fitted,  brass  bottom 
and  bag  complete,  fitted  in  box. 

Carriage  paid  for  41d.  extra. 

“  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  W ould  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it.’’— Marston,  Fi.shino  Gazette,  Sept.  28. 1880. 
NOTICE. 

Full  up  with  orders.  One  week  required.  Can 
not  send  this  rod  by  return. 

Gut  Cast:  Six,  3  yds.;  six,  2yd8. ;  and  six 
lyd-,  28.  lOd.  Money  returned  if  not  approved. 
Warranted  worth  6s. 

Fine  drawn  Gut,  15in.,  48.  per  100.  Fine  undrawn, 
2b.  6d. ;  Strong,  2s.  6d. ;  Salmon,  5s.  6d.  per  100. 
Split  Cane  American  Fly  Bod,  two  tops,  nickel 
fittings,  wood  case,  lOs.  6d.  If  not  approved 
money  returned. 

H.  BOOTH,  21,  Paragon-street,  Hull, 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Got  Merchant. 
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NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News¬ 
agents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Maeston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 

of 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
i’etter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  ...  ...  10s.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2a.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage .  12a.  6d. 

A.dlvex*AlsemLen4iS. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.  ’‘IlIVSAM,  London  ’ 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


(JisWnj 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  28th,  1893. 


THE  SEEING  SALMON  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

AS  THEY  ARE. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 


The  naturally  early  salmon  rivers  of  Scotland 
' — which  together  comprise  those  that  have,  and 
those  that  ought  to  have  a  considerable,  some 
even  a  great,  strength  of  clean  salmon  frequent¬ 
ing  their  waters  before  the  end  of  Afarch,  in  some 
cases  earlier,  in  others  much  earlier  in  years 
when  the  weather  has  generally  kept  open  and 
the  water  been  uniformly  in  good  volume — are 
Tweed,  Forth,  Teith,  Tay,  South  Esk,  North  Esk, 
Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey,  Findhorn,  Ness  with 
Garry,  Beauly,  Conon,  Shin,  Carron,  Oykel, 
Cassley,  Brora,  Blackwater,  Helmsdale,  Thurso, 
Forss,  Halladale,  Naver,  and  Borgie.  In  this  list 
are  enumerated,  in  the  order  they  occur  going 
northward  from  the  Tweed,  or  “  old  Border  river,” 
all  the  larger  and  more  productive  rivers  of  the  east 
and  north-east  coasts  of  Scotland,  together  with 
those  of  the  north  coast  westward  from  John 
o’  Groats,  as  far  as  Loch  Eribol,  into  which  flows 
the  River  Hope  with  which,  according  to  this  plan 
of  compassing  the  country,  the  later  or  not  actual 
spring  rivers  commence.  All  those  named  are,  as 
indicated,  naturally  early ;  but  within  precisely 
the  same  geographical  area  are,  here  and  there, 
to  be  found  others  which  are  not  early — are  indeed 
actually  late — such  as  Ythan,  Ugie,  Nairn,  Ness,* 

*  The  Nesa  has  a  very  strong  run  of  fish  through  it 
early  in  the  year. 


Alness,  Berriedale,  all  which  have  no  migration 
of  salmon  into  their  waters  till  summer,  some  not 
until  autumn,  in  appreciable  numbers.  The 
north  coast  rivers  west  of  the  Borgie,  and  the 
whole  array  of  west  coast  rivers,  as  likewise 
those  of  the  isles  are,  without  exception,  strictly 
speaking,  all  late  now  for  salmon.  There  still, 
however,  are  to  be  found  amongst  them — exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  rivers  of  the  Solway — such  semi-early 
rivers  as  the  Ewe,  Carron,  Lochy,  Spean,  and 
Orchy ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  it  is  but  only  too 
evident  that  all,  save  the  Lochy,  the  Spean, 
and  the  Carron  of  Loch  Carron,  of  the  great  host 
of  western  streams,  have  been  made  unnaturally 
late,  and  later  still,  by  reason  of  the  bad  usage, 
increased  and  intensified  as  time  has  moved  on, 
to  which  for  many  long  years  they  have  been 
systematically  subjected.  I  say  unnaturally  late, 
because,  from  many  of  them  having  no  clean  fish, 
and  most  of  them  but  few,  frequenting  their 
waters  before  midsummer,  or  at  all  events  not 
earlier  than  the  middle  of  June,  they  are  not  noiv, 
as  they  once  were,  worth  being  enquired  after,  or 
visited  by  anglers  earlier  in  the  year,  as  not  until 
about  the  time  indicated  is  their  first  show  of  the 
year’s  fish — such  a  show  as  is  worthy  of  the  name 
of  a  “run” — found  to  have  reached  the  inshore 
waters,  for  the  purpose,  if  allowed,  of  running 
inland.  Being  thus  late  and  not  spring  rivers, 
further  remark  concerning  them  is  therefore,  for 
the  present,  not  called  for.  But  with  respect  to 
those  rivers  named  and  enumerated  above,  all 
which  are  naturally  early,  and  most  of  which  are 
still  early,  it  is  timeous,  and  I  think  highly  desir¬ 
able,  to  say  something  at  present  about  how  they 
stand,  and  how  they  should  stand,  not  omitting 
in  the  case  of  several  of  their  number  to  forecast 
the  effect  which  I  incline  to  believe  the  present 
severe  winter  most  likely  will  have  on  their 
spring  angling  of  this  year,  if  not  also  on  their 
sporting  and  productiveness  several  years  hence. 

The  Tweed,  nowadays,  possesses  nothing  like 
the  reputation  it  ought  to  have  for  spring  salmon 
angling.  Nor  is  this  at  all  to  be  wondered  at, 
considering  the  severe  strain  that  has  been  put 
upon  it  for  long  years,  dating  far  away  back.  Un¬ 
questionably,  it  has  possibilities — even  vast  possi¬ 
bilities — but  in  the  past,  as  in  the  present  time, 
the  netting  system  has  been  and  is  such  as  to 
utterly  prevent  their  realisation.  Naturally  the 
Tweed  is  a  spring  river.  It  may  not  be  a  very 
early  one,  but  it  is  obvious  to  everyone  who  under¬ 
stands  salmon  fishery  matters  that  it  is  much 
la'.er  in  the  season  in  having  a  good  head  of 
spring  fish  into  it  than  it  ought  to  be.  That  it  is 
possible  even  yet  to  make  it  as  early  as  it  once 
was  there  can  be  no  question.  It  has  many  miles 
of  first-rate  water,  the  ideal  haunts  of  spring  fish, 
but,  by  reason  of  the  terrific  array  of  nets,  con¬ 
stantly  plied,  along  the  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  its 
course  inland  from  the  sea,  the  best  even  of  these 
stretches  are  never  now  in  the  spring  season  well 
stocked  with  fish.  The  whole  system  of  netting 
is  decidedly  at  fault,  having  regard  to  the  increase 
of  the  spring  stock,  and  unless  all  the  river  nets 
stretching  inland  from  within  a  mile  or  two  of 
the  sea  are  bought  off,  or  a  varied  weekly  close 
time  is  inaugurated,  there  seems  no  possibility 
of  improvement  in  the  head  of  spring  fish  to 
the  nets  or  the  rods  ;  on  the  contrary,  matters  are 
destined  to  go  from  bad  to  worse.  If,  however, 
they  were  as  they  should  be  it  is  certain  that  from 
March  to  Alay,  inclusive,  there  would  be  very 
good  angling  on  at  least  twenty  miles  of  river, 
where  now,  merely  with  fits  and  starts,  but  a  very 
trifling  number  of  fish  are  caught  during  these 
months.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  very 
speedily  there  will  be  legislation  to  render  it  per¬ 
missible  for  fishery  boards  to  vary  the  weekly 
close  time  in  such  rivers  as  the  Tweed,  where  the 
netting  extends  very  far  inland.  If  such  is  not 
given,  then,  the  only  other  way  whereby  matters 
conld  be  improved  is  to  form  an  association  for 
the  purchase  of  the  netting  in  the  river,  and  the 
removal  of  the  nets  all  along  from  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  sea.  This,  if  the  spring  fish  that 
eventually  reached  the  higher  waters  were  pre¬ 
served  from  poachers,  would  gradually  increase 
the  duration  of  the  river’s  run  of  fish  in  great 
strength,  and,  in  course  of  time,  by  reason  of  the 
spawning  season  being  made  much  longer  through 
many  fish  spawning  earlier,  would,  as  in  other 
rivers,  bring  about  a  more  equal  distribution  of 
the  fish  for  the  year. 

Of  the  Forth,  with  its  spring  salmon  tributary 


the  Teith,  little  need  be  said.  The  Forth  itself 
has  never  been  great  for  spring  salmon  angling, 
but,  after  a  mild  winter  its  tributary,  the  Teith 
usually  in  some  of  its  reaches  gives  pretty  fair 
sport  early  in  the  season.  But  after  a  winter  such 
as  the  present  it  is  not  counted  on  to  do  so  well. 
No  year  is  the  stock  of  fish  in  it  very  great  at 
the  best.  Those  that  give  the  sport  in  spring 
have  all  to  be  into  the  river  out  of  the  Forth  be¬ 
fore  the  netting  commences,  when  a  complete  stop 
is  put  to  more  ascending.  But  for  this  the  Teith 
throughout  most  of  the  spring  season  would  be  a 
very  fair  salmon  angling  water. 

The  Tay  is  the  largest,  and,  unquestionably, 
the  grandest,  of  our  Scottish  salmon-rivers,  and, 
if  used  as  it  ought  to  be,  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  it  would  prove  throughout  the  whole 
open  season,  in  some  or  other  of  its  reaches 
during  the  times  best  for  them,  the  most  famous 
sporting  river  in  the  kingdom.  But,  like  tbe 
Tweed,  it  is  sadly  racked  by  netting  ;  and,  in 
order  to  have  it's  angling  throughout  the  season, 
from  the  time  the  nets  commence  until  the  time 
they  give  over,  made  as  first-class  as  it  is  possible 
to  make  it,  there  would  require  to  be  done  what 
has  been  suggested  in  the  case  of  the  Tweed, 
namely,  the  river-nets  bought  up,  or  else  a  varied 
close-time  established.  The  wonderful  sport 
obtained  on  this  river  in  the  autumn  should  give 
some  idea  of  the  grand  results  that  might  be 
expected  if  only  matters  were  arranged  in  such  a 
way  as  to  give  evidence  of  foresight  and  intelli¬ 
gent  regard  for  their  own  best  interests  on  the 
part  of  all  concerned— proprietors  of  rod  and  net- 
fishings  and  lessees  of  lioth.  There  is  no  river  in 
Scotland  so  early  as  the  Tay,  as  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  in  Loch  Tay,  as  well  as- in  the  best 
spring  reaches  of  the  river  itself,  the  angling, 
when  the  weather  is  favourable  and  the  water 
right,  is  first-class  in  the  very  earliest  days  of  the 
season,  and  generally  continues  so  until  the 
netting  in  the  long  estuary  and  up  tbe  river 
ridiculously  far  gets  a  commencement,  when  it  is 
bound  to,  and  does,  sadly  fall  off  (in  the  river,  but 
not  in  Loch  Tay,  where  it  is  not  affected,  as  ic  is 
believed  that  in  fairly  open  seasons  the  fish  that 
incline  to  proceed  to  the  loch  are  mostly  all  by 
that  time  past  the  furthest  inland  uetting-staiion 
of  the  river). 

Tweed  and  Tay  proprietors  may  think  as  they 
like  ;  I  tell  them  unhesitatingly  that  the  system 
they  pursue,  or  permit  to  be  pursued,  of  working 
the  fishings,  is  rotten  to  the  core — that,  instead  of 
being  for  the  greatest  good  to  themselves,  it 
is  inimical  to  them  to  an  incredible  extent. 
Tweedsiders  and  Perthshire  men,  so  proverbial 
for  longheadedness  in  most  matters  affecting 
themselves,  may  well  be  charged  with  an  utter 
lack  of  this  perception  in  fishery  matters.  Can 
they  see,  I  wonder,  that  they  are  far  behind  the 
times  .P  It  were  easy  matter  to  show  that  their 
fisheries  could  be  revolutionised,  and  that,  too, 
for  the  better  to  an  incalculable  extent,  by 
different  management.  Without  a  varied  close¬ 
time,  or  else  all  netting  farther  inland  than  a  few 
miles  above  the  tide-way  abolished,  it  is 
utterly  impossible  for  their  rivers  to  be  so 
productive  for  the  whole  season  throughout 
as  their  natural  resources  admit  of.  It 
stands  to  reason  that  unless  to  nearly  their 
full  capacity  the  whole  spawn-beds  everywhere 
along  the  main  streams  and  tributaries  are 
occupied  by  fish  during  the  breeding  season,  the 
strength  of  fish  coming  in  from  the  sea  the  year 
throughout  must  be  less  than  the  river’s  resources 
are  capable  of  producing.  Wherever  the  spawn¬ 
ing  waters  have  been  more  fully  occupied  by  fish, 
in  consequence  of  the  rivers  receiving  more 
generous  treatment,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Dee, 
Helmsdale,  &c.,  the  spawning  season  has  been 
prolonged — that  is  in  duration,  from  commence¬ 
ment  to  termination — and  the  head  of  fish  for 
the  year  throughout  has  become  greater.  In 
every  case  also  both  rods  and  nets  have  benefited, 
the  latter,  although  fewer  in  number,  having — 
taking  the  average  of  the  years — caught  more  fish 
than  before,  the  former  vastly  more.  And  this  I 
am  certain,  by  intelligent  management  of  the 
fisheries  on  such  lines  as  I  have  suggested  would 
speedily  come  to  be  realised  on  Tay  and  Tweed, 
where  at  present,  all  owing  to  injudicious  netting, 
miles  on  miles  of  the  siiawn  beds  of  the  further 
inland  waters  are  found  to  have  almost  no  fish 
upon  them  during  the  spawning  season.  Of 
course,  in  the  case  of  the  Tay,  its  feeder  the 
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Dochart  contains  plenty  of  spawners  annually, 
hut  these  all  are  fish  which  go  up  out  of  Loch 
Tay,  and  which  ascend  the  River  Tay  before  the 
netting  season  opens.  This  gives  to  the  Tay  a 
'“keep  up”  of  the  stock,  which  the  Tweed  does 
not  possess.  One  word  more  regarding  these 
two  rivers.  As  showing  how  immensely  produc¬ 
tive  they  naturally  are  (and  ought  to  be  for  the 
whole  year),  I  have  only  to  point  to  the  extra¬ 
ordinary,  indeed,  almost  incredible,  quantity  of 
fish  that  ascend  them  after  the  netting  season 
terminates  to  occupy  their  lower  and  middle 
I'eaches,  where  the  greater  proportion  of  them 
eventually  spawn.  Only  consider,  then,  how  much 
more  profitable  to  all  concerned  would  be  the 
fishing,  if,  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year,  a 
better  head  of  fish  got  inland.  Sport  then  would 
be  something  like  what  it  ought  to  be.  Such 
nets  as  remained  would  catch  more  fish  than  the 
greater  number  did  before,  and  this^  all  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  there  being  more  breeders  left — a 
sufficient  number  to  occupy  pretty  fully  the  whole 
of  the  further  inland  spawning  grounds. 

The  Scotch  Fishery  Roard  will  do  nothing — 
that  may  be  depended  on.  Therefore,  those  who 
would  better  their  own  interes's  must  themselves 

( To  he  continued.) 


^coicli  ^ofes. 

By  Mac. 

E^eii  siqpe  the  ice  went  down  about  a  week 
ago,  salmon  in  more  or  less  strength  have,  with 
the  fine  running  waters,  been  pushing  up  the 
following  Scotch  rivers :  Tay,  North  Esk,  Dee, 
Don,  Deveron,  Spey,  Ness,  Brora,  Helmsdale, 
Thurso,  Naver,  and  Borgie.  Up  to  Wednesday 
night  there  was  no  change  in  the  weather — it  is 
still  continuing  delightfully  mild. 


Olk,  correspondent  McBouncer,  Ross-shire, 
writes :  “  The  spawning  season  on  the  Carron 
has  been  fairly  good,  but  the  fish  have  this  year 
been  deprived  of  the  best  spawning  ground 
within  the  basin  of  the  river.  The  floods  of  last 
January  so  altered  the  conformation  of  the  rocks 
at  the  Carron  Fall  that  they  could  not  ascend, 
.and  that  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  Fishery  Board 
took  steps  to  have  the  damage  rectified,  but  had 
to  desist  owing  to  opposition  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Glencalvie,  and  others.  This  barrier  caused  a 
stampede  with  salmon  and  grilse,  which  (on  the 
pools  immediately  below  the  fall  and  contiguous 
to  the  Glencalvie  estate)  afforded  Mr.  Smith 
better  sport  last  season  than  he  ever  got  since 
he  acquired  the  property  ;  but  if  he  persists  and 
succeeds  in  preventing  the  fish  from  ascending 
to  the  excellent  spawning  grounds  on  the  Glen- 
more  and  Alladale  rivers,  he  kills  the  goose  that 
lays  the  golden  eggs.  .  .  .  Mr.  Andrew  MacLeay, 
who  recently  died  at  Bonar  Bridge,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six,  was  one  of  the  most  expert  fly-dressers 
of  his  time,  and  could  command  almost  any  price 
for  his  handiwork.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
wrought  with  his  late  brother,  Mr.  MacLeay, 
the  well-known  taxidermist  and  tackle  maker, 
Inverness,  but  several  years  ago  his  health  failed 
and  he  removed  to  his  native  parish  of  Creich, 
Sutherland,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.” 


“  The  rod  fishing  on  Loch  Tay%  the  Rivers  Tay, 
Tummel,  and  Lyon”  (writes  a  correspondent), 
“  opened  on  Monday  of  last  week  under  conditions 
highly  inauspicious,  many  of  the  casts  on  the 
upper  waters  being  more  suitable  for  skating 
and  curling  than  angling,  besides  being  extremely 
low  for  the  month  of  January.  Notwithstanding, 
sport  in  many  places  exceeded  expectations. 
The  fresh  which  came  with  the  end  of  the  day, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  will  continue;  if  it  does,  then 
there  is  bound  to  be  a  decided  improvement  in 
the  angling  soon.”  _ 


Mr.  Macaulay,  the  Forester  of  Reay,  writes  : 
“  Sitting  by  the  river  side  one  day  lately,  I 
noticed  an  eel  about  eighteen  inches  long  coining 
out  of  the  deep  water  towards  the  bank  opposite 
me,  having  something  in  its  mouth,  which  i  made 
out  to  be  a  brown,  or  river  trout,  about  three 
inches  long,  held  captive  by  the  tail,  and  strug¬ 


gling  hard  to  get  free,  while  the  eel  held  fast,  and 
perseveringly  made  towards  the  shore,  till  at  last 
the  trout  was  pushed  partly  out  of  the  water. 
At  this  stage  I  made  a  movement  to  get  hold  of 
a  walking-stick  lying  beside  me,  with  which  1 
hoped  to  stop  for  ever  the  depredations  of  the 
cannibal;  but,  unfortuna  ely,  slight  though  the 
movement  was,  the  eel  noticed  it,  released  the  cap¬ 
tive,  and  made  into  the  deep  water  in  a  twinkling. 
Judging  from  the  above,  it  may  be  concluded  that 
eels,  especially  the  large  sized  ones,  are  not  very 
desirab'e  to  have  in  salmon  rivers  amongst  the 
smolts.” 


“  Mv  neighbour,  Ross,  tells  me  that  a  sea  eagle 
recently  made  a  visit  to  the  upper  end  of  Loch 
Stack,  and  remained  in  the  A’icinifcy  of  his  house 
for  a  few  days,  feeding,  no  doubt,  on  the  fat  of 
the  land,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  following : 
Gne  day,  while  Ross  was  looking  through  his 
telescope,  and  admiring  the  almost  snow-white 
plumage  of  the  bird,  which  was  sitting  on  an 
eminence  some  forty  yards  away  from  the  edge  of 
the  locb,  he  saw  the  eagle  make  a  sudden  dart  at 
a  place  in  the  loch,  some  two  hundred  yards  away, 
pick  out  a  good-sized  sea  trout,  fly  back  to  his 
former  commanding  position,  there  to  lunch  and 
quietly  admire  the  surrounding  scenery !  Apropos 
of  the  eagle — which  has  for  many  years  been  pre¬ 
served  here — about  the  middle  of  last  month, 
while  looking  over  some  fox  traps,  I  found  that  a 
fine  golden  eagle  had  by  some  accident  got  into 
one  of  them — rather  a  rare  occurrence.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  I  found  her — for  it  was  a  hen  bird — while 
yet  alive,  though  so  much  exhaused  as  to  be 
unable  to  fly  away  Avhen  liberated.  Seeing  this, 
I  carefully  carried  her  home,  and  fed  her  for  five 
days,  after  which  she  was  able  to  wing  her  way 
into  space  again.”  _ 

Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes  :  “  Once 
more  the  river  is  clear  from  source  to  sea,  and, 
the  ice  having  gone,  the  fish  have  again  got 
on  the  redds  and  commenced  to  spawn.  Very 
few  dead  ones,  in  comparison  with  what  we  ex¬ 
pected,  have  been  found,  and  now' we  are  thinking 
the  disease  will  not  be  so  terribly  bad  this  season. 
The  clean  fish  are  not  yet  showing  about  the 
dykes,  as  we  have  seen  them  some  years;  hence 
we  conclude  that  if  w'e  don’t  get  much  mild 
weather  this  month  the  take  at  the  opening  will 
be  a  poor  one.  It  has  to  be  remarked  that  most 
of  the  dead  fish  taken  out  and  found  about  the 
banks  of  the  river  since  the  ice  cleared  away  have 
been  spent  cocks.”  _ 

Our  Speyside  correspondent  writes:  “The  ice 
flood  has  come  and  gone.  What  damage  it  has 
caused  to  spawning  beds,  principally  those 
in  shallow  water,  can  only  be  matter  for  con¬ 
jecture.  The  ice  began  to  break  up  on  Tuesday, 
and  for  a  couple  of  days  it  came  gradually,  until, 
on  Thursday,  it  tore  down  in  one  mass,  covering 
the  river  from  bank  to  bank.  One  can  scarcely 
imagine  such  an  accumulation  of  solid  ice  could 
come  down  without  doing  immense  damage  ;  but 
I  am  informed  on  reliable  authority  that  the 
damage  to  spawn  beds  is  nothing  to  what  was 
anticipated.  Comparatively  few  dead  fish  have 
been  seen.  On  Monday  conditions  were  specially 
good  for  inducing  fish  to  run — a  heavy  water 
with  a  mild  temperature  and  south-westerly 
wind.  The  comparatively  small  amount  of 
damage  done  is  explained  by  the  thaw  coming 
gradually  before  the  general  break-up,  so  that 
the  water  by  that  time  had  grown  enough  to 
carry  the  ice  more  safely  over  the  beds.  The  ice 
on  breaking  up  began  to  accumulate  in  such 
a  mass  in  the  river  near  Boat  of  Garten,  where 
the  water  is  sluggish,  that,  for  the  safety  of  the 
bridges,  it  had  to  be  broken  up  by  labourers  to 
let  it  get  easier  passage.” 


G.  M.  M.,  Aberdeenshire  Dee  correspondent, 
writes  :  “  Counsel  in  the  Ardoe  (Dee)  fishing 
case  were  heard  last  week,  and  the  arguments  on 
both  sides  throw  a  flood  of  light  on  the  history  of 
the  development  of  salmon  angling.  The  whole 
matter  in  dispute  between  the  two  litigants  is 
the  boundary  or  march  of  their  respective  estates, 
the  solum  of  which  is  valued  at  L'-oO,  and  over 
which  thousands  will  be  spent  by  the  time  the 
final  decision  in  the  House  of  Lords  is  obtained. 
Both  ])roprietors  are  wealthy  Aberdeen  manu¬ 


facturers,  with  a  world-wide  reputation  for  their 
respective  wares.  ‘  Ogston’s  soap  and  candles  ’ 
are  to  bo  found  everywhere,  and  the  products  of 
Stewart’s  comb  works  have  brought  almost  as 
much  fame  to  Aberdeen  as  its  polished  granite. 
Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Ogston’s  counsel  (pursuer),  in  his 
address  said  :  ‘  Pner  to  1602  both  estates  were 
church  lands,  with  the  salmon  fishings  attached  ’ 
— (fine  times  the  abbots  must  have  had).  ‘  It  was 
a  pecularity  of  this  case  that  the  actual  value  and 
store  that  tvas  set  on  the  rod  fishing  was  obvi¬ 
ously  a  growth  of  recent  years.’  ‘  The  law  was, 
that  in  a  case  of  salmon  fishings  the  possession 
by  rod  would  never  compete  with  the  possession 
by  net  and  coble.’  ‘  Who  would  have  thought  in 
1851  of  separating  rod  and  net  fishings  ?  No  one 
knew  anything  about  rod  fishing  then.’  ‘  This  was 
one  of  those  causes  where  they  were  fighting  for 
a  risk  that  W'as  not  worth  the  cost  of  the  suit.’ 
IMr.  Jameson,  for  Mr.  Stewart  (the  defender),  hit 
off  some  good  points.  He  said  :  ‘  The  pursuer 
must  satisfy  his  lordship  that  ho  had  a  title 
before  the  Court  would  grant  him  declarator.’ 
‘  Where  fishings  were  given  off  with  lands  border¬ 
ing  the  river  or  the  sea,  that  meant  the  satmo:i 
fishings  e.i’  adverse  of  these  lands.’  ‘  Mackie  (a 
witness  for  pursuer)  seemed  to  crop  up  alwajs 
when  there  was  mischief.’  —  Lord  Wellwood  : 
‘He  is  fhe  Mephistopheles  of  the  play.’  ‘Yes, 
my  lord,  he  is.  But  he  is  now  in  America,  and 
we  can’t  get  him.’  The  case  has  been  taken  to 
avizandum.  Lord  Wellwood  will  deliver  judg¬ 
ment  in  due  course.” 


“  The  flood  has  come  most  opportunely,  and 
along  the  lower  half  of  the  Dee  at  any  rate  and 
on  the  nether  reaches  of  the  Don,  there  will  be  a 
fair  show  of  clean  fish  for  the  opening  days. 
That  kelts  will  be  strongly  en  evidence  goes  with¬ 
out  saying,  as  up  till  now  they  have  made  little 
progress  seaward.  With  an  absence  of  severe  or 
prolonged  frosts,  there  ought  to  be  a  good 
opening.”  _ 

“  Many  anglers  take  a  delight  in  getting  their 
gear  ‘  ship-shape  ’  before  the  opening  ;  probably 
for  the  want  of  anything  better  to  do,  aud  i)ro- 
bably  from  the  delight  experienced  in  handling — 
may  I  say  fondling — their  ‘  trusty  friens,’  To  do 
a  little  whipping  to  the  rings  use  silk  twist, 
drawing  the  final  end  through  a  few  coils  of  the 
whipping  by  means  of  a  loose  loop.  '  To  re¬ 
varnish,  wipe  off  all  grease  stains,  &c.,  and  dress 
lightly  down  with  best  copal.  To  re-blacken 
brasses,  mix  a  little  lamp-blacking  with  spirit 
varnish.  Dress  once  or  twdee  and  let  thoroughly 
dry  before  using  copal.” 


“ 'I’liE  breaking  up  of  the  ice  on  Wednesday 
morning  was  a  grand  sight.  The  cracking, 
smashing  and  dashing  together  of  the  huge 
masses  might  have  been  heard  miles  off.  In 
many  places  it  was  over  a  foot  thick,  and  in  the 
narrower  parts  of  the  river  it  got  piled  up  and 
came  tumbling  down  the  shallows,  tearing  up  the 
bed  of  the  river  like  a  harrow.  It  is  eleven  years 
since  anything  like  it  was  seen.” 


“  The  pack  ice  was  so  thick  on  the  river  that 
the  ferry  boat  at  Kincardine  O’Neil  was  within  a 
shave  of  being  wrecked.  ‘Boatie’  had  to  let 
‘  her’  go  with  the  stream  when  he  attempted  to 
cross,  and  forge  his  way  over  as  best  he  could, 
landing  some  half  a  mile  below'  the  usual  place. 
The  river  is  about  100  yards  wide  at  least  at  the 
ferry,  aud  this  ice  blockade  continued  for  four- 
and-twenty  hours,  which  will  give  some  slight 
idea  of  the  quantity  of  ice  passed  down.” 


“  The  best  sections  on  the  Dee  are  all  fully  let 
to  private  individuals,  in  many  cases  at  good 
round  sums.  Last  week  a  stretch  was  leased  by 
a  hotel  proprietor  at  a  rental  of  £100  till  the 
middle  of  May.  An  Aberdeen  boniface  has  been 
looking  after  another  stretch  in  the  middle 
reaches,  and  will  likely  secure  it  for  the  “good  of 
the  house.”  This  is  not  by  any  means  a  new 
departure,  but  it  is  a  further  development  of 
what  we  may  expect  shortly  to  find — the  City 
caravansary  manager  catering  to  his  angling 
patrons  like  ‘mine  host’  of  the  country  inn.” 
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From  the  Brora  I  heard  last  week  :  “  Big  spate 
here  to-day ;  all  the  ice  gone  oif  the  Brora  and 
Blackwater,  but  Loch  Brora  not  yet  broken. 
A'ery  stormy  weather  in  this  district  for  some 
time  past.”  The  latest  is:  “The  loch  is  now 
clear  ;  fine  strong  waters  running  and  fish  ascend¬ 
ing.  Matters  at  last  look  well  tor  the  opening ; 
only  to  insure  a  success  we  must  have  very  little 
frost  for  at  least  three  weeks  to  come.” 


They  are  not  the  “boys” — the  sporting  lads 
and  dalesmen  in  and  about  Canonbie  and  the 
muckle  toon  o’  the  Langholm — to  swallow  the 
leek  without  knowing  why.  They  are  “  sporters” 
with  a  grievance — a  decided,  palpable  grievance — 
for  which  they  seek  redress  in,  as  they  put  it,  “  a 
quiet,  business-like  manner.”  Already  they  have 
met  to  consider  the  great  “  hardship  ”  which  will 
be  inflicted  on  them  by  reason  of  the  rules  lately 
adopted  by  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Asso¬ 
ciation  to  put  down  unfair  fishing.  Thev 
mustered  to  the  numbers  of  a  “bumper  meeting,” 
and,  after  discussion,  resolved  on  a  petition 
“  praying  for  a  return  to  the  old  rules.”  These 
must  be  conceded,  and  that  speedily,  otherwise 
may  there  not  be  a  big  racket,  rumpus,  and 
regular  fierce  set-to  to  wrest  them  back  P  The 
trout  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle  are  certainly  not  of 
large  size,  if  the  majority  of  them  are.  as  one 
speaker  declared,  “  under  six  inches  in  length.” 
Few'  anglers  I  think  wonld  care  to  go  far  for  such 
troutlings.  _ 


The  angling  on  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  is  swinging 
along;  elsewhere  in  Scotland  scarcely  a  thing 
has  been  done.  “  Taysider  ”  writes  :  “  A  good 
f[uantity  of  fish  being  got  all  over  the  Tay  ;  and 
Loch  Tay  doing  middling  well.  Four  as  yet  is 
the  best  kill  by  one  rod  in  a  day;  and  up  to 
Tuesday  the  heaviest  weights  were  351b.,  331b., 
321b.,  and  301b.  The  most  deadly  lures  to  this 
time  have  been  Blue  and  Gold  Phantoms ;  and 
of  flies.  Smith,  Nicolson,  and  Tay  Black  Dog. 
The  river  is  in  fairly  good  order,  but  rose  a  good 
deal  on  Monday  with  the  mild  weather  melting 
the  snow  on  the  mountains.  Whitling  are  coming 
about,  and  some  have  been  got  in  the  lower 
reaches.” 


Tay  and  Loch  Tay  are  showing  up  well  in 
respect  of  the  size  of  their  fish,  the  average 
weight  of  which  up  to  date  this  season  is  nothing 
short  of  201b. 


The  recent  tremendous  ice  floods  are  certain  to 
have  done  a  great  deal  of  damage  in  some  places 
to  the  spawning  beds,  but  details  from  our  corre¬ 
spondents  are  not  yet  to  hand. 


I.v  most  of  the  very  early  rivers  of  Scotland, 
wliich  are  also  long-seasoned,  it  is  almost  certain 
that  both  kelts  and  baggits  will  be  particularly 
numerous  among  the  spring  fish  this  year.  The 
immense  number  of  autumn  fish  even  now 
running  up  to  spawn  would  alone  account  for 
kelts,  but,  ill  addition,  more  than  half  of  the 
earlier-run  autumn  fish  that  have  been  months  in 
the  rivers  are  still  unsjiawued.  Where  the  pairs 
have  kept  together  they  are  now  busy  on  the  redds, 
consequent  on  the  water  having  got  suitable ; 
but  by  the  ice  floods  countless  pairs  most  likely 
have  got  separated,  and  from  this  the  presence  of 
baggits  may  arise.  We  have  only  previous  ob¬ 
servation  to  support  us  on  this  point,  but  those 
who  fished  in  1881  will  remember  the  unpre¬ 
cedented  number  of  baggits  that  spring,  after  the 
river^  rushed  down  a  terrible  crasher  of  ice  at 
the  end  of  a  six  weeks’  spell  of  intense  frost. 


^[r.  Peter  Esslemont,  along  with  Mr.  Eugene 
Wason,  M.  P.,  and  some  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  officials,  baa  been  holding  an  inquiry  at 
Girvan  relative  to  the  seine  net  fishing. 


Wanted! — A  nice  handy  portable  rod-case. 
Something  between  the  box  and  the  cover.  The 
bamboo  shields  arc  good  in  a  way,  but  something 
better  is  needed.  The  portable  trout  rod  case 
comes  nearer  the  thing,  but  we  want  a  strongly 
built  compact  shield  for  an  18ft.  rod  with 
recess  for  reel,  and  which  can  be  bundled  into  a 
luggage  van,  pitched  into  a  trap,  or  carried  com¬ 
fortably  on  a  fishing  excursion. 


Since  the  break-up  of  the  ice — indeed,  following 
hard  thereon,  there  has  taken  place  a  considerable 
run  of  late  spawners  in  Tweed,  Annan,  and  one 
or  two  others  of  the  South  of  Scotland  rivers. 


Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  of  Inverdon,  writes, 
with  regard  to  our  Deeside  correspondent’s  Notes 
in  this  column  last  week  :  “  I  observe  in  your 
issue  of  21st  inst.  that  ‘  G.  M.  M.’  informs  your 
readers  that  ‘  the  nether  Don  fishings  are  let  to  a 
number  of  rods  at  £T  4s.  This  is  a  rise  of  100 
jier  cent,  on  the  rental  some  years  ago.’  The 
truth  is,  six  tickets  are  let  for  both  salmon  and 
sea-trout  fishing  over  the  whole  water  at  four 
guineas  each,  and  fourteen  tickets  for  sea  trout 
alone  at  one  guinea.  This  arrangement  has  been 
in  existence  for  many  years.  Your  correspondent 
further  states  that  ‘  Major  Baton,  of  the  Grand- 
holm  Don  waters,  is  a  liberal  patron  to  his 
poorer  brother  anglers,  and  a  day’s  fishing  is  no 
sooner  asked  than  granted,  provided  the  request 
has  not  been  repeated  too  often.’  Major  Baton 
died  some  fifteen  years  ago.  The  present  pro- 
]irietor  lets  the  water,  which  is  sub-let  to  seven 
rods  at  £35  a  rod.  He  retains  one  rod  exclusively 
for  himself.” 


“The  only  othermisstatement,  which  covers,  I 
think,  the  most  of  your  correspondent’s  contri- 
luition,  is  contained  in  his  remark  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  contemplated  to  make  a  tidal  lake  of 
the  estuary  of  the  Ythan  so  as  to  afford  loch 
fishing  all  day  long.  To  those  ivlio  hnoiu,  I  might 
add  that  the  promoters  of  that  scheme  have 
another  on  hand  quite  as  feasible,  namely,  to 
divert  the  spring-tides  running  through  the 
Pentland  Firth.” 


A  Blackwater  Sutherlandshire  correspondent 
writes  :  “  Since  I  saw  you  we  have  had  all  sorts 
of  weather — frost,  snow,  sleet,  fog,  rain,  and 
spring-like  warmth  in  quick  succession.  Yester¬ 
day  it  thawed  all  day,  and  a  very  heavy  spate  was 
on.  Ice  all  gone  ;  some  tremendous  blocks  going 
down  with  about  a  dozen  salmon  tails  frozen  into 
each  of  them.  No  doubt  they  kept  Christmas 
with  tails  up  and  heads  down,  and  got  frozen  in. 
IIow  does  this  fit  with  Jamie  Johnston’s,  of  Mont¬ 
rose,  theory  ?  I  quite  believe  Robertson,  whom  I 
saw  yesterday,  that  clean  fish  are  moving  up,  and 
that  some  could  be  got  even  here  already.  We 
must  have  the  Brora  opened  in  future  same  time 
as  the  Helmsdale.  I  am  quite  sure  it  is  as  early, 
if  not  earlier.”  Mr.  Archibald  Harper  states 
about  the  Thurso  :  “  We  have  an  excellent  spate 
going  on,  and  fresh  fish  are  running  up.  I  saw 
them  to-day  going  over  the  shallows.” 


THE  WORCESTERSHIRE  AVON. 


By  H.  H.  S. 


It  is  needless,  no  doubt,  for  me  to  mention 
that  the  Worcestershire  Avon  and  the  Warwick¬ 
shire  Avon  are  identical.  It  is,  however,  of 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  classic  river  that  I 
am  now  writing,  and  hence  the  headline  of  this 
paper. 

The  Worcestershire  Avon  has  always  seemed  to 
me  to  have  had  but  scanty  justice  done  it  by  the 
angling  press,  the  injustice,  indeed,  of  neglect 
ratber  than  of  invidious  comment,  but  an  injustice 
none  the  less,  and  it  is  with  the  idea  of  bringing 
this  fine  river  mere  prominently  before  the 
angling  public,  that  I  am  once  more  wielding  the 
pen  of  an  unready  writer. 

The  Avon  contains  good  store  of  pike,  perch, 
chub,  roach,  dace,  bream  and  eels,  and  few  rivers, 
1  think,  can  beat  it  in  the  production  of  specimen 
fish.  I  myself,  I  must  own,  have,  on  the  few 
occasions  on  which  I  have  fished  it,  met  with  but 
slight  success,  but  in  the  face  of  the  really  fine 
sport  which  many  Avon  anglers  constantly 
obtain,  I  am  perfectly  willing,  nay,  I  am  con¬ 
strained,  to  ascribe  this  unhappy  result  in  no 
small  measure  to  my  want  of  skill. 

I  have  for  several  years  enjoyed  the  aetjuaint- 
ance  of  by  far  t  he  most  successful  fisherman  who 
ha.s,  during  the  past  thirty  years,  habitually 
fished  the  river  at  Evesham,  and  much  of  the 
information  which  I  am  enabled  to  impart  to  the 


readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  has  been  obtained 
from  this  old  sportsman. 

PIKE  AND  PERCH  FISHING. 

The  pike-fishing  from  Cleeve  Prior,  seven  miles 
above  Evesham,  to  Tewkesbury,  where  the  Avon 
becomes  identified  with  the  Severn,  is  distinctly 
good,  and  many  fish  of  41b.  to  81b.  and  over,  are 
constantly  taken.  In  common,  sad  to  say,  w'ith 
some  other  rivers,  it,  no  doubt,  suffers  heavily 
from  the  absence  of  any  law  with  regard  to  size¬ 
able  and  unsizeable  fish,  and  I  wish  I  could  say 
that  the  local  anglers  are  good  enough  sportsmen 
to  return  all  the  pike  which  would  rank  in  the 
Thames  as  unsizeable. 

It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  it  is  accounted  no 
shame  to  an  angler  to  retain  a  baby  jack  of  lib. ; 
and  only  last  autumn  a  bank  fisherman  showed  me, 
with  actual  pride,  a  poor  little  sprat  of  fib.  or  less, 
which  he  had  ruthlessly  slaughtered.  Such  anglers 
I  categorise  with  Herod  of  infamous  memory  ! 

Said  S.  S.  (the  fisherman  to  whom  I  have 
above  referred)  to  me  the  other  day,  “  The 
pike-fishing  now  is  not  nearly  so  good  as  it  was 
twenty  to  thirty  years  ago,  tor  then  the  river  was 
full  of  good  fish,  and  there  were  not  nearly  so 
many  fishermen.  Then  they  could  afford  to  take 
the  big  ’uns  and  leave  the  little  ’uns,  noiv  there 
are  twice  as  many  anglers,  and  with  the  big  fish 
much  scarcer  and  more  cunning,  they  take  the 
little  ’uns  and  leave  the  big  ’uns  !  I  am  sure  that 
there  are  some  very  heavy  fish  left  here  now,  and 
only  last  year  I  heard  of  a  pike  Ifi^lb.,  being 
killed  by  a  boy  just  above  Evesham  weir.” 

“  What  was  my  best  year  pike-fishing,  Sir  ? 
Why,  it  would  be  ’65  to  ’66,  I  think,  I  can’t  say 
for  certain,  but  I  know  that  I  killed  375  pike  that 
season.  Don’t  you  go  to  put  that  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  Sir,  for  they’d  never  believe  it  1  They 
were  all  sizes,  from  I21b.  downwards.  I  had 
twenty-seven  one  day,  and  as  many  as  twenty 
several  times.” 

Despite  S.’s  opinion  as  to  the  incredulity 
of  my  readers,  I  present  this  statement  to  them 
with  the  assurance,  that  anyone  who  knows 
my  informant,  would  not  doubt  his  word  for 
a  single  instant.  He  has  never  killed  a 
really  heavy  pike  himself,  but  very  heavy  pike 
have  been  killed  in  the  Avon.  The  best,  of  which 
I  can  find  any  record,  was  shot  in  a  backwater  at 
Norton  Corner,  three  miles  above  Evesham,  and 
weighed  271b.  Having  lately  spawned,  it  was  in 
terribly  bad  condition.  A  friend  of  mine  killed 
one  over  181b.  in  Pershore  Weir-pit,  and  really 
good  fish  are  caught  every  year  in  the  Chadbury 
and  Fladbury  waters. 

Spinning  with  a  dace  is  Spragg’s  favourite 
method  when  he  first  starts  pike  fishing  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  he  says,  with  regard  to  this,  “  Never 
use  a  gudgeon  in  a  river  that  is  full  of  dace,” 
words  the  wisdom  of  which  I  will  leave  my 
readers  to  determine ;  for  my  own  part,  I  must 
own  to  a  fancy  for  the  toothsome  gudgeon  as  a 
pike  bait. 

“After  the  colder  weather  begins,”  says  my  local 
Walton,  “  live-bait  with  a  dace,  and  increase  the 
size  of  your  bait  as  the  season  grows  older.  In 
the  Avon,”  he  continued,  “  I  never  found  pike 
feed  as  they  do  when  a  spell  of  cold  weather 
suddenly  breaks  up ;  then,  with  a  warm  south¬ 
west  wind  and  plenty  of  sun,  I  have  always  had 
good  sport.  I  never  care  about  pike-fishing  in 
dull  weather.” 

The  perch  in  the  river  are  not  so  numerous  as 
they  were.  Still,  good-sized  perch  are  to  be 
found  by  those  who  know  the  river,  and  only  last 
September,  a  friend  of  mine  caught  one,  21b.  3oz., 
on  pike  tackle.  He  subsequently  caught  many 
over  a  pound  each,  with  some  minnows  which  I 
gave  him. 

The  best  perch  S.  ever  caught,  weighed 
31b.  lloz.,  and  that,  curiously  enough,  was  caught 
on  a  Red  Palmer  while  chub  fishing.  Aprox^os  of 
this,  a  Pershore  fisherman,  chub  fishing  with  a 
May-fly  last  August,  hooked  and  landed  a  pike 
nearly  41b.  As  I  never  saw  pike  or  perch  taking 
a  natural  fly,  why  in  these  cases  they  attacked 
the  artificial  substitute,  is,  to  my  mind,  a  curious 
problem.  I’erhaps  some  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  can  explain  it  from  experiences  of 
their  own. 

Another  week  I  will  give  some  notes  on  the 
other  branches  of  Avon  fishing,  and  I  will 
endeavour  to  point  out  the  most  likely  places  to 
find  the  differer  t  kinds  of  fi-  h. 
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ANGLING  IN  KENT. 

{Concluded.) 


By  the  0.  0.  D. 


I  SEE  from  a  paragraph  in  the  Hythe  Re'porter 
of  Jan.  14,  that  Mr.  Lorden  thought  that  the 
extension  of  the  tramway  from  Hythe  to  Uym- 
church,  would  benefit  the  town.  I  need  scarcely 
say.  that  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  anglers  who 
prefer  to  operate  on  the  West  Hythe  end  of  the 
canal,  and  save  them  much  time  and  trouble, 
more  especially  at  this  period  of  the  year  when 
angling  with  live-bait,  and  also  enable  visitors 
in  the  summer  to  get  more  quickly  to  many  scenes 
of  interest  in  the  surrounding  neighbourhood. 

HYBRID  ROACH. 

An  angler  living  at  Hythe  says :  “  There  is 
evidently  a  cross-breed  of  roach  in  the  canal, 
they  are  much  narrower  across  the  back, 
the  rib  bones  are  longer,  and  the  anal  fin 
has  seventeen  or  eighteen  rays,  being  three  or 
four  more  than  those  in  the  common  roach,  are 
more  of  a  blueish  tint  on  the  back,  or  rather 
between  a  blueish  or  greenish  tint;  the  eyes  more 
the  colour  of  a  bream  than  a  roach ;  the  back  not 
nearly  so  curved,  but  comes  more  to  a  point  like 
silver  bream.”  From  this  description  it  appears 
to  me  that  this  is  no  roach  at  all,  but  simply  a 
peculiar  variety  of  rudd  that  is  sometimes  met 
with  in  such  localities,  and  for  ought  I  know  may 
have  been  the  very  first  fish  introduced  into  the 
canal  from  private  ponds. 

It  is  perfectly  certain  someone  must  have  put 
them  there  (or  at  all  events  the  spawn  must  have 
been  carried  by  wild  fowl)  for  in  spite  of  Father 
Walton  I  do  not  believe  that  the  common  rudd  is 
a  cross  between  a  bream  and  right  roach.  If 
AValton  is  correct,  the  question  is,  is  this  hybrid 
obtained  from  a  cross  between  a  silver  or  carp 
bream  P  Old  Izaak  does  not  say.  I  expect  he 
knew  better,  but  I  presume  he  meant  the  former 
species.  Yes  or  no,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
there  are  scores  of  ponds  in  Kent  containing 
various  kinds  of  fish  that  might  be  utilised  for 
stocking  purposes  for  a  comparatively  small  out¬ 
lay,  and  turned  into  such  rivers  as  the  Medway, 
Thames,  Lea,  Arun,  Rother,  and  other  southern 
streams,  or  even  the  canal.  At  all  events  I  know 
one  fine  old  horse-pond  in  Kent  in  which  I  have 
taken  several  nice  roach,  and  a  friend  of  mine 
some  splendid  roach,  a  stranger  would  not  think 
contained  anything  but  sticklebacks  and  a  few 
eels.  Take  Sussex  and  Essex  again,  not  to 
mention  Surrey,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Notts,  Lin¬ 
colnshire,  and  Wilts,  &c.,  with  ponds  and  small 
pools,  containing  rudd,  perch,  roach,  tench, 
bream,  and  probably  carp  from  time  immemorial. 
Fancy  what  progress  fish  taken  from  such  places 
would  make  turned  into  the  rivers  mentioned 
above,  or  even  in  the  Hythe  Canal,  which  simply 
swarms  with  natural  food,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
this  is  one  reason  why  the  fish  are  in  such  capital 
condition. 

I  think  it  would  be  quite  as  well  for  anglers 
(so-called)  to  spend  their  money  on  such  an 
object,  r.ather  than  engage  in  a  competition  I 
read  about  the  other  day,  the  entrance  fee  to 
which  was  8s. ;  first  prize  .tTO,  which  was  taken 
for  a  bag  of  lib.  loz. ;  whilst  another  noble 
sportsman  actually  received  10s.  for  a  total 
catch  weighing  5OZ.  I’resently  we  shall  hear  a 
terrific  howl  about  the  dearth  of  fish  in  this 
locality. 

THE  HYTHE,  SANDGATE,  AND  FOLKE¬ 
STONE  OMNIBUS. 

This  omnibus  starts  from  the  commodious 
Swan  hotel  and  restaurant,  situated  in  the  High- 
street,  to  the  town  hall  at  Folkestone  every  hour. 
Fares  :  2d.  to  Seabrook,  4d.  to  Sand  gate,  fid.  from 
Seabrook  to  Folkestone,  and  8d.  all  the  way.  A 
beautiful  five  mile  ride,  with  the  sea  on  the 
right  hand  for  a  considerable  distance,  and  most 
interesting  views,  historical  and  otherwise,  on  the 
left,  notably  Shornclilf  Camp. 

One  can  start  (say  at  ten  o’clock)  from  the 
Swan,  ride  to  Folkestone  Town-hall,  walk  back 
along  the  magnificent  cliff  by  way  of  the 
Lees  (or  the  Leas),  the  fashionable  promenade, 
which  commands  such  a  splendid  view  of  the 
lower  road  and  the  sea. 

This  cliff,  with  its  leafy  nooks,  shady  retreats, 
fantastic  arbours,  and  secluded  walks,  must  be 


a  veritable  paradise  in  summer,  and  I  should 
think  the  promenade  is  second  to  none  in  the 
kingdom.  I  say  one  may  start  to  Folkestone, 
walk  back  to  Sandgate,  examine  the  neglected 
singularly  constructed  martello-like  dot  of  a 
castle,  with  its  immenselj’  thick  walls,  peculiar 
passages,  under-ground  prison,  and  return  to 
Hythe  with  a  good  appetite  for  dinner. 

Entering  this  building,  on  which  cannon 
could  be  used  from  any  point,  I  was  disappointed 
to  find  that  what  I  first  thought  a  cannon  was 
only  the  pipe  of  a  stove  sticking  out  of  the 
window  of  the  lower  room,  neglected,  dusty, 
fircless,  and  dilapidated.  This  castle  (so  called) 
is  now  the  property  of  the  South-Eastern  Rail¬ 
way  Company.  So  much  for  peace. 

HYTHE. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  interesting  object  in  the 
High-street  of  this  quaint,  quiet,  take-it-easy,  old- 
world  town  is  the  peculiar  ivy-capped  building 
yclept  the  smuggler’s  cave,  and  on  many  a  dark 
and  anxious  night  has  flashed  the  well  known 
warning  light  to  smugglers  on  the  prowl.  Owing 
to  the  rookery  at  the  foot  of  this  street,  the 
canal,  the  paddock  by  the  brewery,  pretty  little 
gardens,  cultivated  and  curiously  inclosed  plots 
and  shrubberies,  interspersed,  like  the  squares  of 
a  chess-board,  amongst  the  numerous  dwellings 
built  one  above  the  other  on  the  slope  of  the 
grand  old  hill ;  some  surrounded  with  fences  and 
some  with  stone  walls,  with  innumerable  trees 
growing  on  either  side  of  the  canal  in  rich  profu¬ 
sion,  with  the  fine  cathedral-looking  church,  stand¬ 
ing  like  a  solemn  sentinel  over  the  dead  in  the  well- 
kept  and  spacious  burial-ground,  not  forgetting 
the  remarkably  curious  and  fantastic  avenue  of 
wych  elms,  known  as  the  Ladies’  Walk  (I  say 
remarkable,  for  what  they  lack  in  size  they  make 
up  in  extreme  grotesqueness),  stretching  across 
gi-een  fields  as  level  as  the  proverbial  billiard- 
table,  from  the  canal  to  the  tram-line  near  the 
beach,  I  say,  taking  all  these  things  into  con¬ 
sideration,  the  country  may  be  said  to  shake 
hands  with  the  town  and  the  town  with  the 
country. 

A  TERRIBLE  HURRICANE. 

There  was  scarcely  a  house  in  the  village  of 
Lympne,  that  did  not  suffer  from  the  fearful 
hurricane  that  wrecked  the  good  ship  Benvenue, 
and  when  looking  out  of  the  little  window  in  the 
bar  of  “  The  County  Member  ”  inn,  the  first 
object  that  met  my  gaze  was  a  fine  old  windmill, 
from  which  the  sails  had  been  hurled  by  the 
blast.  The  landlord  told  me  that  one  house  lost 
no  end  of  tiles,  and  one  could  see  the  immense 
number  of  new  tiles  that  had  been  put  in  place  of 
the  old  ones,  not  only  on  the  houses,  but  on  all 
the  magnificent  outbuildings  surrounding  the 
castle  (which  is  partly  a  farmhouse),  including 
the  old  barn,  where  in  former  times  they  paid  the 
tithes  in  kind.  On  the  day  of  my  visit  the  wind 
blew  with  such  violence  that  I  could  only  just 
distinguish  the  roaring  of  the  dark  and  sullen 
sea  above  the  howling,  whistling  wind.  A 
splendid  view  of  the  immense  Romney  Level 
can  he  obtained  from  this  castle. 

MORE  ABOUT  THE  CANAL. 

There  is  an  outlet  to  the  canal  at  the  catchpit, 
at  Seabrook,  and  there  is  another  about  two  miles 
from  Rye  in  Sussex,  where  it  empties  itself  into 
the  Rother.  The  Romney  Level  authorities  (pro¬ 
bably  the  so-called  Lords)  have  obtained  a  lease 
from  government  for  99  years,  and  the  canal 
is  now  used  for  draining  the  marshes.  For  this 
portion  of  the  canal,  i.e.,  beyond  the  dam,  Mr. 
Watson,  of  Rye,  issues  yearly  tickets  for  the  sum 
of  lOs.  There  are  also  several  sluice  gates  to  the 
canal,  one  being  situated  near  the  dam  beyond 
Hythe  Bridge,  where  the  excess  water  runs  into 
a  dyke,  and  enters  the  sea  near  the  Grand  Re¬ 
doubt.  The  omnibus  from  Hythe  meets  nearly 
all  London  trains  on  week  days.  Streams  running 
into  the  canal  receive  surface  water  from  the 
hills,  and  bring  down  chalk,  sand,  grit,  &c.,  and 
although  some  of  these  streams  enter  the  canal 
at  rather  a  rapid  rate,  it  always  takes  longer  to 
settle  at  these  localities,  viz.,  at  the  Fourth  angle. 
Reach  Wharf,  Bell  Bridge,  and  the  Fountain 
Hotel.  Even  after  heavy  rains,  although  the 
water  is  thick  at  these  places  (as  previously 
stated),  100  or  150  yards,  either  above  or  below, 
it  is  gin  clear.  The  only  way  I  can  account  for 
this  is  that  there  is  no  fall,  and,  consequently,  the 


discolouration  is  only  local.  Romney  Marsh  is 
principally  used  for  grazing  land  and  growing 
turnip  seed,  and  the  farmers  from  different  parts 
of  this  portion  of  the  county  send  their  sheep 
there.  If  I  recollect  rightly,  it  was  when  good 
old  Ingoldsby  resided  at  Snargate  that  he 
partook  of  what  is  locally  called  “  short-jump 
pie,”  i.e.,  pie  made  from  lambs  that  attempt  to 
jump  the  ditches  and  get  drowned;  but  I  do  not 
think  he  repeated  the  operation. 

Good  accommodation  can  be  obtained  at  the 
Swan  Hotel,  High-street,  The  Bell  Inn,  The  Sea¬ 
brook  Hotel,  The  Carpenter’s  Arms,  West  Hythe, 
and  Mr.  Knott,  of  the  Star  Inn,  can  accommodate 
three  or  four  club  anglers  on  condition  that  be 
receives  two  or  three  days’  notice. 

GENERAL  RUM  ARKS. 

No  matter  what  fish  is  angled  for,  always  get 
as  far  out  as  possible,  for,  as  a  rule,  it  is  only  a 
waste  of  time  to  try  near  the  side.  It  would 
appear  that  even  in  this  canal  fish  shift  their 
(juarters,  for  up  to  last  season  nearly  all  the  tench 
affected  the  canal  between  Hythe  and  the  dam, 
but  this  season,  from  some  cause  or  other,  they 
have  been  caught  as  far  down  as  Seabrook. 

From  twelve  to  fifteen  London  anglers  have 
sometimes  been  seen  on  the  bank  w^aiting  for  day¬ 
break  (many  of  them  fast  asleep),  this  being  the 
very  best  time  to  take  bream,  whilst  the  best  for 
tench  is  from  sunset  until  it  is  f[uite  dark.  But, 
as  on  all  other  public  waters,  the  angler  must  work 
hard  and  stick  to  it  if  he  intends  to  succeed,  aud 
to  spare  no  pains  in  finding  the  fish.  Roach  up  to 
21b.  and  over  have  been  taken  both  by  Sergeant 
M.  Smith,  of  the  Army  Service  Corps,  and 
Mr.  AVoollett,  of  Sandgate,  but  as  a  rule  they 
run  small,  and  all  I  hope  is  that  this  rigmarole 
may  be  the  means  of  inducing  the  lessees  to 
raise  the  standard  of  at  least  bream,  roach,  and 
rudd.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Austin,  21,  High-street, 
Hythe,  is  the  water  bailiff,  cand  to  liim  all  com¬ 
munications  respecting  the  fishing  should  be 
made. 


FISHING  GUT  CHOP  1892-93. 


MR.  RAMSBOTTOM’S  REPORT. 

In  reporting  upon  the  Gut  Crop  of  1892-93, 1 
have  to  state  that  the  production  shows  some 
advance  upon  last  year,  thereby  making  up  an 
average  quantity.  The  proportion  of  Refina  (for 
fine  trout  casts)  and  of  the  stoutest  Salmon  Gut, 
is,  however,  so  small  as  to  represent  not  more 
than  one  per  cent,  of  the  total  output.  I'nder 
these  circumstances  1  predict  an  advance  in 
prices  before  the  end  of  the  season,  more 
especially  as  the  American  markets  are  now 
taking  increased  (juantities.  The  quality  of  the 
Crop  is  fully  maintained  as  compared  with 
previous  years  and  will  be  found  satisfactory. 
The  production  of  short  common  gut  having 
been  materially  diminished,  the  demand  has 
quite  overtaken  the  supply  ;  inquiry  for  this  class 
is  unusually  active,  and  an  early  advance  may  be 
confidently  anticipated. 


There  is  no  ground  for  the  published  report 
that  visitors  to  the  World's  Fair  are  to  be  made 
the  victims  of  exorbitant  charges.  Competition 
will  be  so  extensive  and  sharp  as  to  prevent  it. 
One  who  climbs  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  Exposi¬ 
tion  buildings  and  surveys  the  territory  lying  to 
the  north,  west  and  south  of  Jackson  Park,  can 
easily  believe  this  statement.  There,  and  indeed 
in  all  parts  of  the  city,  the  amount  of  building 
which  is  going  on  is  simply  astonishing.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  structures  to  meet  'World’s  Fair  demands 
are  being  erected.  Some  of  the  new  hotels  are 
large  enough  to  accommodate  sevei’al  thousand 
guests  each.  By  the  time  the  Fair  opens,  Chicaco 
will  have  living  accommodations  for  not  less  than 
300,000  strangers.  Connected  -with  the  Expo¬ 
sition  management  is  a  Bureau  of  Public  Com¬ 
fort,  through  the  agency  of  which  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  visitors  can  be  directed  to  hotels, 
apartments,  boarding  bouses,  furnished  rooms, 
&c.,  where  they  will  be  comfortably  cared  for  at 
moderate  prices.  Eating  facilities,  both  outside 
the  Fair  grounds  and  in  the  numerous  restaurants 
in  the  Exposition  buildings,  will  be  so  extensive 
that  no  one  need  fear  that  he  will  not  be  able  to 
get  all  he  needs  to  cat,  and  at  reasonable  charges. 
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THE  1892  PISCATORIAL  EXHIBI¬ 
TION  AT  THE  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 


Last  year,  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole,  who  was  then 
in  onr  employment,  gob  up  a  Piscatorial  Exhibi¬ 
tion  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  we  allowed  him 
to  give  his  time  for  weeks  to  arranging  for  the 
show  and  superintending  it. 

^Ir.  Shrubsole  left  our  employment  last 
September  and  joined  Rod  and  Gun.  We  had 
prepared  some  time  before  he  left  a  balance-sheet 
of  the  Exhibition  receipts  and  expenses  from 
the  materials  furnished  to  us  by  him. 

Last  week  this  balance-sheet,  which  w'o  had 
nob  seen  for  months,  was  published  in  Rod  and 
Gun;  ■we  had  no  opportunity  either  to  print  or 
revise  it. 

Seeing  the  part  undertaken  by  the  Fishing 
Gazette  in  getting  up  the  exhibition  and  the  part 
its  proprietors  have  taken  in  bearing  a  great 
portion  of  the  loss,  we  think  that  in  common 
courtesy  we  should  h.ave  been  asked — 

1.  For  permission  to  publish  a  report  which 
was  only  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the 
committee  of  the  exhibition. 

'2.  That  ample  time  should  have  been  given  to 
us  to  publish  the  report,  at  least  as  soon  as 
it  was  published  elsewhere. 

^Ve  do  not  believe  that  the  committee  autho¬ 
rised  the  publication  of  the  balance-sheet. 

It  is  true  that  when  the  Fishing  Gazette  was  at 
])ress  last  week,  Mr.  Shrubsole  sent  us  a  proof  of 
what  w'as  to  appear  in  Rod  and  Gun — too  late,  as 
he  .admitted,  for  it  to  appear  in  the  F.  G. 

It  will  be  seen  from  our  note  which  follows  the 
Rod  and  Gun  report  that  Mr.  Shrubsole’s  analysis 
is  not  quite  correct  to  date. 

FROM  ROD  AND  GUN. 

“  THE  1892  PISCATORIAL  EXHIBITION  AT 
THE  ROYAL  AQUARIUM,  LONDON. 

Statement  oe  Accounts. 

“  Theee  can  be  no  doubt  that,  as  a  ‘  show,’  the 
Piscatorial  Exhibition  of  1892  was  a  great  success. 
It  is  a  pity,  therefore,  that  the  financial  loss 
should  be  so  heavy.  In  July,  1892,  the  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole,  submitted  his 
])apers  and  vouchers  to  the  chief  cashier  of  the 
hon.  treas'arer.  The  following  is  the  statement 
drawn  by  Mr.  Watts  on  behalf  of  the  hon. 
treasurer.  Prom  it  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  deficiency  of  £85  13s.  2d.  is  the  deficiency 
after  the  guarantors  had  paid  the  sum  of  £60. 
Thus  the  total  loss  was  £145  13s.  2d. : — 

HON.  TREASURER  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE 
PISCATORIAL  EXHIBITION. 

Receipts. 


£  s.  d. 


Rents  of  Stands. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Messrs.  Carter  and  Peek . 

15 

0 

0 

,,  Hardy  Bros.  . 

18 

10 

0 

Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson 

2 

10 

0 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  &  Co. 

12 

10 

0 

Mr.  G.  C.  Coopers . 

10 

0 

0 

Messrs.  D.  Slater  and  Co.  ... 

18  10 

0 

,,  J.  Enright  and  Son 

10 

0 

0 

,,  Little  and  Co . 

18 

10 

0 

,,  Ogden  and  Scotford 

10 

0 

0 

Mr.  J.  B.  Moscrop . 

5 

0 

0 

,,  A.  Wellman  . 

2  10 

0 

,,  S.  Daly . 

2  10 

0 

,,  G.  Williams  . 

Proprietors  of  Fishing  Gazette  ... 

3 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

Donations. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  (guarantee)  ... 

15 

0 

0 

Cardiff  Piscatorials  ... 

2 

2 

0 

JVlr.  J.  Henderson 

1 

0 

0 

Dr.  J.  Wiblin . 

1 

1 

0 

tlaptain  Lambert  . 

Entries  for  Fowls. 

Mr.  Nicol  M‘Nicol  ... 

0 

5 

0 

.,  G.  C.  Cooper  ... 

Rev.  Pearce  Butler . 

0 

2 

G 

0  12 

0 

Mr.  W.  Tomkinson . 

0 

5 

0 

,,  J.  D.  Bastard  . 

0 

10 

8 

„  W.  Payne  . 

0 

10 

0 

,,  D.  Rees  ... 

0 

5 

0 

,,  0.  Watts . 

0  10 

0 

,,  J.  Rowe  ... 

2 

7 

6 

,,  R  T.  Williams  ... 

0 

7 

G 

,,  A.  Simmons 

0 

10 

0 

,,  J.  E.  Warner  . 

0 

5 

0 

148  10  0 


19 


3  0 
0  0 


Reopived  from  Royal  Aquarium 
B"’anc!e  due  Hon.  Secretary 
„  Hon.  Treasurer 


G  10  8 
II  9  9 
1  14  11 
4  3  10 


.£196  12  2 


7 

6 

1 

3 

H 

0 

0 


Expenditure. 

Amounts  paid  by  lion.  Secretary 

Postages,  Letters,  &o . 6  18  “ 

Postages,  Bills,  Circulars,  &0.  ...  5  17 

Carriage  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  12 

Stationery,  Ink,  &c. .  0  7 

Telegrams  and  Messengers  ...  0  2 

Drawing-board,  &c .  0  7 

Stamp  Wetter  .  0  1 

Assistance,  Folding,  Stamping, 
and  Directing  2,800  Bills  and 

Circulars  .  0  19  0 

Ribbon  and  Stitching  100  Sample 
Hackle  Cards  ...  ...  ...  0  7  3 

Plate  Glass  In.surance  ...  ...  18  0  0 

A.  R.  Matthews  (shorthand  report)  0  10  6 
Insurance  (Friendly  Anglers)  ...  1  5  0 
Phipp  and  Connor  (Printing)  ...  1  4  0 

Labels  and  Set  of  Numbers  ...  0  IG  9 

Luncheons,  Refreshments,  Hono¬ 
rariums,  &c.,  &c. ;  in  hanging 

Cases,  &c.,  &c . 8  13  3 

Do.  do..  Special  Effort,  Feb.  13, 

Tools,  &c .  1  13  4 

Screws,  Brass  Plate,  &c .  0  8  10 

Honorariums  to  Aquarium  Officials  2  1  G 

Wages . 31,  12  0 

Depliclge’s  Petty  Expenses  ...  1  IG  7i 

Royal  Aquarium  Account . 21  9  9^ 

Payments  by  Hon.  Treasurer. 
Sun  Insurance  ... 

Bradley  and  Co.,  Carriers 

.  >) 

Prizes  . 


“An  analysis  of  the  foregoing  statement  will 
show  that,  considering  the  scope  of  the  Exhibition, 
the  working  expenses  were  remarkably  small. 
The  deficiency  arose  from  the  small  number  of 
manufacturers  who  supported  the  Exhibition  by 
hiring  trade  stands.  The  rents  to  be  derived 
from  these  were  the  only  source  of  income  for 
the  promoters  of  the  Exhibition.  This  will  be 


121  3  4 


Fleet  Printing  Works. 

Spratts’  Patent . 

W.  Fawcett,  Printing.. 
Rowe,  Barnstaple 


11  10 

7  0 
26  2 

1  0 
2  0 
1  10 

8  5 
3 
b  8 

9  10 


0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
G 
2  10 
0 


75  8  10 


Amounts  promised,  but  not  paid. 
Messrs.  Little  and  Co. 

,,  Slater  and  Co. 

Fishing  Gazette  . 

Deficiency .  . 


£196 

12 

2 

...  15 

0 

0 

...  15 

0 

0 

...  15 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

...  85 

13 

2 

o 

1  CO 

13 

2 

*These  have  since  been  paid.  See  balance. 
Amounts  owing  at  tins  date. 


Balance  due  Hon.  Secretary 
,.  ,,  Treasurer 

J.  Needham . 

Lock  to  Lock  Times  ... 

Rod  and  Gun...  . . 

Land  and  Water 

F.  W.  Antiss  . 

Scribner’s  Mag. 

Canterbury  Ornithological  Society 
Fishing  Gazette 
Bradley  &  Co. 

W.  J.  Cummins,  Bishop  Auckland 


1  14  11 
4  3  10 
1  0 

2  0 
3  10 
3  10 
3  3 
7  0 
0  1 

24  10 
29  11 
.50  8 


Rents  of  Stands  ... 
Donations... 
Entries  for  Fowls 
Catalogues 


Deficiency ... 


Receipts. 


Insurance 
Postage 
Carriage 
Printing 
Wages 
Stationery,  labels,  &a 
Advertising 
Hanging  fish,  &c 
Royal  Aquarium 

Do.  Officia 
Prizes  for  Fowls 
Spratts 


Expenditure. 


3  ■ 

£ 

d. 

148 

10 

0 

9 

3 

0 

6 

10 

8 

11 

9 

9 

£175 

13 

5 

.  145  13 

2 

£321 

6 

7 

£ 

d. 

30 

15 

0 

12 

16 

1 

76 

5 

10 

G5 

6 

0 

38 

5 

4k 

1 

14 

14 

40 

10 

0 

15 

0 

1 

21 

9 

9 

_ 2 

1 

6 

14 

0 

0 

3 

2 

10 

£321 

6 

7 

r  has 

beeu 

The  liquidation  of  this  deficiency 
arranged  so  far  as  follows: 

Messrs.  Little  and  Co.,  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros., 
Messrs.  D.  Slater  and  Co.,  and  the  proprietors  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  have  paid  their  guarantee 
money,  £15  each,  amounting  to  £60.  The 
proprietors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  arranged 
to  settle  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins’  account  in  contra, 
amounting  to  £50  8s.  6d.  The  proprietors  of 
Scribner's  Magazine  have  struck  out  their  claim 
of  .£7  for  advertising,  as  have  also  the  proprietors 
of  Rod  and  Gun,  £3  10s.,  and  the  proprietors  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  £9  10s.  (I'.e.,  £24  10s.  less 
the  guarantee  of  £15).  The  Hon.  Secretary  and 
the  Hon.  Treasurer  struck  out  the  balance  due 
to  them,  amounting  to  £5  18s.  9d.  The  total 
amount  not  at  present  dealt  with  is  thus  reduced 
to  £9  5s.  lid.,  made  up  of  the  following  items  : 

.£  .‘I.  d. 

Mr.  J.  Needham  f . 10  0 

Lock  to  Lock  Times...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  0  0 

Land  and  Water  .  ...  3  10  0 

F.  W.  Anstiss  . 3  3  8 

Canterbury  Ornithological  Society  . 0  1  0 


9  14  8 


£130  13  2 


This  account  has  been  made  up  and  found  correct  by 
our  cashier,  Mr.  W.  Watts.  R.  B.  Marston. 


Less  8.1.  9(1.,  balance  of  Messrs.  Skaters  and 
Messrs.  Little’s  £30  handed  to  Treasurer 
to  pay  to  Messrs.  Bradley’s  account  of 
£29  11.1.  3d . 0 


8  9 


£9  5  11.” 


This  is  our  analysis — (Ed.  F.  G.)  ■. —  ^ 

THE  1892  PISCATORIAL  EXHIBITION. 
Deficiency  as  shown  by  Balance  Sheet . 


£  d. 
145  13  2 


PARTICULARS  AND 
£  s. 
15  0 
50  8 
3  10 
7  0 


Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  (guarantee)  . 

Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins’  account  ... 

Proprietors  of  Rod  and  Gun,  Advertising 
,,  Scribner’s  Magazine,  do. 

,,  Fishing  Gazette,  do. 

Due  to  Hon.  Secretary  ... 

,,  Proprietors  Fishing  Gazette 

Mr.  J.  Needham . 

Lock  to  Lock  Times,  Advertising 
Land  and  Water  do. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss 
Canterbury  Ornithological  Society 
Bradbury  and  Co.  (now  paid)  ... 


24  10 

1  14 
4  3 
1  0 

2  0 
3  10 
3  3 
0  1 

29  11 


LIQUIDATION  OF  ABOVE. 
d.  \  £  s.  d. 

0  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins’  account,  to 
6  ,  be  taken  out  in  advertising-  in 
0  I  Fishing  Gazette  without  charge  35  8  G 
0  Scribner’s  Magazine  advt.,  paid  by 
0  ]  Proprietors  of  Fishing  Gazette...  7  0  0 
11  Fishing  Gazette  advertising  ac- 
10  count  (Proprietors  forego  claim)  24  10  0 
0  Proprietors  of  Fishing  Gazette 
0  (Proprietors  forego  claim)  ...  4  3  10 
0  Cash,  Proprietors  of  Fishing 

Gazette  (guarantee)  ...  ...  15  0  0 


s.  d. 


£145  13  2 


,,  Messrs.  Little  and  Co. 

(guarantee) 

,,  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros, 

(guarantee) 

,,  Messrs.  D.  Slater  and  Co. 

(guarantee)  . 

Hon.  Secretary  foregoes  claim  ... 
Proprietors  Rod  and  Gun  forego 
claim... 

Balance  forward . 


8G  2  4 

15  0  0 

15  0  0 

15  0  0 
1  14  11 


10  0 
5  11 


£145  13  2 


To  Balance  forward  . 

Since  Paid  by  Proprietors  of  Fishing  Gazette  ■. 
Mr.  Roser  (balance)  ... 

Mr.  J.  Deplidge  . 


£  S.  d.  £  s.  d. 

9  5  11 


...  0  12  6 

...  0  5  3 


0  17  9 
£10  3  8 
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THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  28,  1893 


iEotes  anil 


A  Warning. — We  have  had  repeatedly  to  warn 
fishing-tackle  makers  and  other  advertisers  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  not  to  rely  upon  the  statements 
o£  people  who  order  goods  and  say  they  are,  or 
liave  been,  connected  with  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
Ijet  them  refer  to  us,  by  all  means,  before 
executing  such  orders. 


CiiRisTiiAS  Number  of  “Shooting  and  Fishing.” 
— One  of  the  best  Christmas  numbers  of  a  peri¬ 
odical  devoted  to  sport  we  have  seen  is  that  of 
Shooting  and  Fishing,  published  at  Boston,  U.S.  A. 
It  is  full  of  illustrations  connected  with  sport  of 
some  kind  or  other,  chiefly  shooting  and  fishing. 
One  of  the  pictures  represents  a  Mr.  A.  C.  White 
bowling  over  a  couple  of  foxes  with  his  shot-gun  ; 
he  says  the  nature  of  the  country  does  not  allow 
of  any  other  kind  of  hunting.-  The  ilfustrations 
of  the  American  bison,  moose,  wapiti,  &c.,  are 
very  interesting.  _ 

Angi.ers  who  have  fished  in  theBallina  district 
and  know  Fi-ank  Hearns,  wilt  be  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  great  trouble  which  he  and  Mrs.  Hearns  have 
sustained  by  the  death  of  two  of  their  children. 
;Mrs.  Hearns,  in  a  letter  to  us,  says :  “  Idy  son 
lived  only  one  week  after  coming  here,  his  Priest 
left  him  in  Dublin,  and  1  went  there  to  meet 
him,  he  was  very  weak  at  the  time.  Hearns  is  ill 
since  his  death  ;  he  feels  it  hard  his  two  oldest  and 
best  children  dead  inside  six  months  ;  they  were 
both  very  good,  and  are  much  regretted  here, 
the  girl  was  a  great  help  to  her  father.  .  .  . 

nothing  can  cheer  or  comfort  us.”  We  hope 
Time,  the  kindly  healer  of  these  wounds  we 
mortals  feel  most,  will  help  in  this  case  also. 
We  can  assure  both  life,  and  Mrs.  Hearns  of  the 
very  sincere  sympathy  of  all  who  know  them. 


We  much  regret  to  learn  that  Mr.  Tayler,  the 
greatly  respected  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  has  just  recently  sull'ercd  a 
heavy  blow  by  the  death  of  his  wife. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  rules  of  the 
Burley  Vale  Angling  Society,  which  seem  to  us  to 
be  very  good  for  the  purpose,  viz  ,  to  make  it 
])ossible  for  the  poorest  angler  in  the  district  to 
join.  The  secretary  is  Mr.  H.  Masterman.  of  11, 
Willow-road,  Kirkstall-road,  Leeds.  Mr.  M.  is  a 
manufacturer  of  every  description  of  anglers’ 
brass-work. 


Mr.  B.  R.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  says,  “Letters 
having  been  addressed  to  me  by  gentlemen  who 
are  under  the  impression  I  am  still  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  AVindsor  and  Eton  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  I  shall  esteena  it  a  favour 
it  you  will  kindly  give  publicity  to  the  fact  that 
I  resigned  some  months  back.” 


A  Sea-Fisiiing  Club. — Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (John 
Bickerdyke),  the  well-known  author  of  several 
works  on  angling,  including  sea-fishing,  is  to 
preside  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Swallow 
Assembly  Rooms,  Swallow-street,  Piccadilly,  on 
Friday,  February  3,  at  8  p.m.  The  object  of 
the  meeting  is  to  consider  the  question  of  form¬ 
ing  a  sea-fishing  club,  and  the  prime  mover  in 
the  matter,  Mr.  F.  C.  Aflalo,  will  read  a  paper 
entitled  “The  Sport  of  Sea-fishing  considered  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  Sea-fishing  Club.” 
Mr.  Aflalo  is  an  old  contributor  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  as  well  as  author  of  books  on  sea-fishing, 
and  his  efforts  to  establish  this  club  have  our 
good  wishes.  The  meeting  is  called  by  Mr.  E.  S. 
Shrubsole  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


The  New  Th.ames  Bye-laws. — (From  The 
CounS'y  Gentlemany.^lt  is  difficult  to  see  what 
good  purpose  the  Thames  Conservators  seek  to 
servo  by  their  proposed  new  Thames  fishery 
laws.  We  do  not  wonder  that  the  various 
Angling  Societies  and  Fishery  Preservation 
Associations  are  up  in  arms  against  them.  The 
Thames  fisheries  have  for  many  yeqrs  begn  pre¬ 
served,  stocked  with  trout  and  other  fish,  and 
placed  under  careful  protection  and  supervision 
by  means  of  funds  raised  by  voluntary  contribu¬ 


tions.  The  proposal  to  allow  the  use  of  nets  of 
smaller  mesh  than  are  now  legal,  and  to  dispense 
with  the  licenses  which  persons  claiming  a  right 
of  private  fishing  have  to  take  out  under  the 
existing  bye-laws,  would  go  a  long  way  towards 
undoing  the  good  -work  which  the  anglers’  and 
other  associations  have  done.  The  Henley-on- 
Thames  District  Fishery  Preservation  Associa¬ 
tion  have  good  reasons  for  their  belief  that  the 
proposed  alterations  in  the  bye-laws  would  lead 
in  time  to  an  immense  amount  of  netting  being 
carried  on  by  millers  and  persons  some  of  whom 
])Ossess  only  a  few  yards  of  river  frontage,  and 
that  the  advantages  to  the  riparian  owners 
generally  would  be  nil,  while  the  value  of  their 
fishery  rights  would  be  seriously  affected  in 
consequence.  By  reducing  the  size  of  the 
meshes,  abolishing  the  netting  licences  of 
riparian  owners,  and  making  other  changes  we 
need  not  now  specify,  it  is  feared  that  the  pro¬ 
moters  of  the  new  legislation  wmuld  begin  by 
greatly  increasing  the  difticuTies  of  fish-culture, 
and  would  end  by  ruining  the  Thames  Fisheries 
altogether.  We  may  observe  that  in  removing 
netting  restrictions  the  conservators  would  bo 
going  counter  to  the  most  ancient  traditions  of 
the  JMetropolitan  river.  Regulations  as  to  the 
use  of  nets  in  the  Thames  are  still  extant  in  the 
Norman-French  dialect,  dating  back  to  the  time 
of  Richard  II.,  ad.  1388.  They  provided  that 
“  no  person  shall  fish  on  the  Thames  ivith  any 
net  called  a  pursnet  (a  net  with  a  ‘purse ’con¬ 
taining  a  stone  for  sinking  purposes)  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  such  net,  and  ot  paying  half  a  mark 
to  the  Chamber.”  The  “pursnet  ”  may  not  be  the 
bogey  that  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  Plantigenets, 
though  it  has  a  surviving  congener  in  the  “  cod- 
net,”  but  its  prohibition  indicates  the  stream 
of  a  tendency  that  has  worked  for  piscatorial 
righteousness  from  those  far-off  times  to  these. 
There  is  all  the  more  reason  for  listening  to  the 
protests  of  the  experts  who,  no  doubt  primarily 
in  the  interest  of  their  own  sport,  are  striving  to 
maintain  and  increase  the  finny  population  of  our 
grand  old  river,  because  our  Government,  unlike 
that  of  the  TTnited  States,  do  little  or  nothing 
for  the  cause  of  aquaculture  themselves.  The 
American  Fishery  Commis.«ioners  are  constantly 
making  scientific  investigations  into  the  habits, 
food,  and  geographical  distribution  of  fishes,  and 
into  the  temperature  of  the  seas  and  rivor.s  in 
which  they  live  and  spawn.  Nor  do  they  omit  to 
reduce  their  theories  to  practice,  sometimes  with 
the  happiest  results.  For  instance,  they  have 
restocked  the  Sacramento  and  its  tributaries  so 
effectually  as  to  cause  an  annual  increase  for  the 
last  few  years  of  5,000,0001b.  If  our  Government 
decline  to  help,  they  might  at  least  refuse  to 
hinder  the  private  propagators  of  sporting  and 
other  fish,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Legislature  will  not  sanction  the  dangerous 
new  departure  contemplated  by  the  Thames 
Conservators. 


PROVINCIAL 

ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Established  October  2D,  1887. 

(Copy  of  a  circular  sent  to  secretaries  of  clubs.) 

Important  Notice. 

Gentlemen, — The  above  association  desires  it 
to  be  generally  known  that  arrangements  have 
been  made  between  the  London  and  North- 
AVestern  and  Great  AVestern  Railway  Companies, 
whereby  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  is  to 
be  the  only  recognised  angling  association  outside 
London,  and  that  only  its  members  can  enjoy  the 
concessions  and  privileges  granted  by  the  before- 
mentioned  companies  to  travel  at  the  reduced 
fares  to  certain  stations  for  fishing  purposes. 
They  have  also  given  the  association  full  power 
to  extend  the  concessions  and  privileges. 

AVith  this  in  view  it  should  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood  that  any  applications  for  cheap  fares  from 
the  above-mentioned  companies  must  be  made 
through  the  agency  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association,  as  the  companies  have  decided  to 
acknowledge  one  centre  only,  which  is  held 
responsible  for  the  safe  keeping  and  regulating 
of  the  concessions  and  privileges. 

Any  association  wishing  to  participate  in  the 
privileges  must  apply  to  become  affiliated  to  the 
above  body,  and,  if  after  being  visited,  is  found 


properly  constituted  on  ionafide  lines,  the  applica¬ 
tion  ivould  be  placed  before  the  committee  in  due 
course,  and,  if  accepted,  the  general  secretary 
would  forward  to  the  headquarters  in  London  a 
list  of  stations  that  the  association  desired  to 
travel  from  and  to.  All  associations  making 
application  for  affiliation,  and  who  wish  to  be 
visited,  must  pay  the  railway  fares  of  one  or 
more  of  the  visiting  committee  from  Birmingham, 
together  with  5,s.  each  for  expenses. 

The  entrance  fee  to  the  association  is  one 
guinea  for  single  associations,  but  where  there  is 
a  large  association,  composed  of  a  number  of 
societies,  the  committee  will  decide  upon  what 
entrance  fee  shall  be  charged.  The  subscription 
is  4d.  per  annum,  payable  in  two  half-yearly 
instalments  of  2d.  per  member  in  March  and 
September.  A  special  travelling  card  and 
quarterly  adhesive  stamp  is  provided  by  the 
association  for  each  branch  association.  This 
special  card  and  stamp  is  the  only  one  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  railway  companies. 

The  association  committee  meetings  are  mov¬ 
able,  and  are  held  in  the  various  towns  where 
branch  societies  exist,  but  the  annual  and  all 
general  meetings  are  held  at  Birmingham,  when 
representatives  of  all  affiliated  associations  are 
required  to  attend. 

A  balance-sheet  is  printed  annually,  together 
with  the  whole  of  the  minutes  passed  at  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  general  meetings,  copies  of  which 
are  forw'arded  to  all  branch  societies.  The  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  association  is  at  present  about 
5000  members,  and  includes  in  its  wide  area  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Bristol,  AVorcester,  Cardiff,  AVest 
Bromwich,  Kidderminster,  Malvern,  Dudley, 
Liverpool,  and  Gloucester. 

Our  rules  and  bye-laws  are  very  comprehensive, 
and  are  framed  for  the  mutual  protection  of  the 
members,  and  we  wish  it  to  be  understood  that 
the  association  rules  do  not  in  any  way  interfere 
with  the  inner  workings  of  any  association,  as  by 
so  doing  it  would  help  to  retard  our  social  pros¬ 
perity,  but  the  association  claims  the  right  to 
control  all  questions  relating  to  the  rail  way  conces¬ 
sion.  These  particular  rules  we  require  to  be 
strictly  adhered  to,  and  any  violation  of  the 
same  by  .any  branch  association  will  be  severely 
dealt  with.  The  rules  referred  to  anply  generally 
to  the  trafficking  with  the  privilege  ticket. 

The  association  interests  itself  in  the  protection 
of  public  fisheries,  and  is  represented  on  the 
various  conservancy  boards,  and  the  interests  of 
the  members  are  looked  after  in  more  ways  than 
that  of  securing  cheap  travelling. 

An  annual  contest  is  held  at  a  place,  suitable 
for  the  representatives  from  each  club  belonging 
to  the  association  to  take  part  in,  for  prizesgiveu 
by  the  association  and  gentlemen  who  are 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  its  members. 

There  is  a  great  future  for  our  associa*'ion, 
apart  from  its  importance  as  the  dispensers  of 
valuable  privileges.  It  seeks  to  inculcate  and 
strengthen  the  principles  of  the  true  angler,  and 
to  protect  him  as  far  as  possible  in  every  sense  pf 
the  word.  It  is  in  this  that  our  united  action 
carries  us  through  in  all  matters  that  we  under¬ 
take,  as  all  clubs  remaining  isolated  are  powerless 
to  do  that  which  a  great  and  united  body  like  tho 
Provincial  Angling  Association  can  command. 

AVe  hope  that  this  circular  will  be  placed  before 
your  membef’s,  and  we  hope  to  receive  a  reply. 
Any  further  informatio.a  you  may  require  the 
general  secretary  will  only  be  too  pleased  to  give, 
with  a  view  of  your  association  becomingaffiliated. 

AVe  remain,  yours  respectfully, 

T.  Coles,  President. 

C.  AVhite,  General  Secretary. 

42,  Tenby  St.  North,  Birmingham, 

January,  1893. 


A  SAD  accident  occurred  recently  to  Mr.  Percy 
AVilson.  a  son  of  Sir  Spencer  AA''^ilson,  cf  Searler, 
near  Flotching.  By  some  means  the  young 
officer  fell  through  a  skylight,  severing  several 
tendons  and  arteries.  It  has  been  found  necessary 
to  have  the  arm  amputated.  Great  sympathy  is 
felt  in  the  neighbourhood.  Sir  Spencer  AVilson 
is  well  known  among  anglers  on  the  Ouse  for  his 
efforts  to  stock  the  river  with  both  salmon  and 
trout,  and  the  hatchery  at  Fietching  Mill  Pool 
has  been  a  great  source  of  interest  to  piscatorials. 
— G.  AV. 
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From  the  same  boat  once  I  had  an  excellent 
day  s  pike  fishing.  It  was  late  in  October,  and 
my  friend  and  I  having  travelled  a  good  distance 
in  our  oscillating  conveyance,  and  the  day  being 
cold  and  blustering,  we  were  not  sorry  when  we 
sighted  our  lake.  There  it  lay,  a  dull  lead  colour, 
surrounded  as  usual  with  bog,  forming  an  oblong 
some  three  or  four  miles  in  length,  and  varying 
much  in  breadth.  On  approaching  we  saw  the 
whole  stretch  of  the  little  sea  was  deeply  bordered 
with  high,  but  now  withered,  reeds,  following 
every  bend  of  the  shore,  and  thus  forming  coves 
and  creeks,  which  we  trusted  to  find  the  home  of 
monster  fish.  There  was  a  little  cockle  shell  of  a 
boat  belonging  to  the  lake,  which  “  the  mashter  ” 
used  when  he  came  duck  shooting  in  hard 
weather ;  and  my  companion,  having  elected  to 
trail,  while  J  had  a  penchant  for  .spinning,  he  took 

the  keeper  and  pushed  off,  while  I  and  a  stout 
lad  kept  to  the  larger  vessel.  In  an  isolated 
country  place  we  had  found  it  difficult  to  get 
natural  bait.  It  is  true  the  loughs  around 
swarmed  with  perch,  but  the  perch  is  a  poor  bait 
lor  pike,  and  we  had  come  provided  with  all  kinds 
oi  artificial  lures.  As  the  water  was  pretty  thick 
1  put  up  a  medium-sized  gla.ss  bait,  but  lightly 
leaded.  It  spun  beautifully  as  I  tried  it  from  the 
shore,  and  I  then  embarked  and  began  castinf^. 
ihere  was  a  good  ripple  on,  and  our  method  of 
proceeding  was  very  simple.  The  lad  kept  the 
boat  sideways  to  the  wind,  the  stern  towards  the 
reeds,  and  1  stood  up  and  cast  alternately  to  my 
Iront,  then  towards  the  shore,  and  then  to  my 
iett.  Thus  we  progressed  without  leaving  an  inch 
ot  water  unfished.  I  had  not  made  half  a  dozen 
throws  before  my  bait  was  struck,  and  I  held  a 
fish  last.  Ihere  was  a  short  fight,  and  we  hauled 
our  victim  into  the  boat,  a  good  pike,  81b.,  and  in 
splendid  condition,  fat  and  glittering  green  and 
gold. 

A  pause,  and  I  hooked  another,  a  smaller  pike, 
but  equally  seasonable  in  appearance  to  the  last! 
My  next  fish  ran  out  right  from  under  the  reeds! 
making  a  most  tremendous  boil  as  he  took,  for 
the  bait  was  not  spinning  deep,  and  on  feeling 
the  decate,  he  made  away  at  once  from  shore, 
i  had  quite  a  decent  fight  with  this  pike,  who 
appeared  to  have  some  object  in  view,  trying  to 
bore  down,  and  get  to  the  bottom.  In  he  came 
however,  a  lO-pounder,  and  then,  peering  over 
the  side,  I  detected  the  little  game.  A  reef  of 
rocks  jutted  out  into  the  lake  beneath  the  scene 
of  the  combat— my  antagonist  evidently  had 
designs  upon  the  gimp.  We  now  came  to  an 
opening  in  the  reeds  beyond  which  lay  a  good 
bay,  quite  a  sheltered,  retired  nook.  The 
water  was  very  shallow  at  the  sides,  but  a 
deep  furrow  had  been  cut  in  the  centre  by  the 
stream  from  a  beck  that  entered  at  the  further 
end.  I  directed  the  boy,  who  knew  nothing 
apparently  about  the  lough,  to  back  slowly  up 
the  channel,  while  I  cast  right,  left,  and  before 
me.  For  the  first  forty  yards  or  so  nothing 
came,  though  I  knew  instinctively  it  was  a  good 
place ;  then  suddenly,  as  my  bait  was  twisting 
home  through  the  deep  water,  a  mighty  wave 
rose  up  on  the  shallow  to  my  right,  and  I  saw 
a  really  good  pike  charge,  turn,  and  felt  a  shock 
such  as  I  had  not  experienced  that  day  before 
I  struck  desperately,  and  the  ball  opened.  As 
knows,  the  pike  is  not  a  very  combatant 
fish,  but  my  opponent  commenced  well.  He  tcok 
to  the  shallow  to  my  left,  slithered  along  the 
surface,  enabling  me  to  see  with  joy  his  fair 
proportions,  and  then,  returning  to  the  deep 
canal,  shot  through  the  reedy  portals  out  into  the 
Jake.  Here  he  travelled  into  many  fathoms, 
^recred  round  find  round  while  we  followed,  as 
the  seaman  follows  a  harpooned  whale,  and  then 
he  threw  up  the  sponge.  A  broad  tail  flapped 
on  the  water,  the  lad  did  his  duty  deftly,  and  we 
had  the  grand  fish  in  a  twinkling.  The  scale 
pulled  down  to  171b.  with  that  fish,  and  he  was  of 
aldermanic  girth  as  well  as  of  fine  shape  and 
appearance— possibly  he  was  the'cock  of  the  walk 
j  u  fished  it  again  without  a  run, 

and  held  his  lair  there  to  appropriate  the  trout 
passing  to  and  fro  the  brook.  I  fished  on  with 


va,ried  success  down  the  lake,  keeping  close  to  the 
fringe  of  reeds,  and  took  my  wooden  spoon  in 
the  shape  of  a  small  jack,  who  was  lightly  hooked 
and  turned  back  to  grow,  there  being  but  few 
trout  in  the  waters.  Then  the  distant  boat 
Signalled  me  to  return,  and,  rowing  in,  my 
^mrade  and  I  counted  our  spoils  upon  the  beach. 
He  had  seven  pike,  the  largest  141b.,  I  had  nine 
and  my  venture  in  the  sheltered  cove  had  enabled 
me  to  “  take  the  cake”  also  in  weight.  Seeino’ 
that  we  fished  only  four  hours,  for  October  days 
are  short,  we  did  well. 

Once  I  caught  a  salmon  in  a  most  extraordinary 
hold  m  an  Irish  river.  The  season  was  well 
advanced,  the  w'eather  had  been  hot  and  dry  for 
Ireland,  and  the  water  was  dead  low.  Late  one 
evening  the  keeper  came  to  me  by  appointment, 
and  we  set  off  on  what  I  considered  the  hopeless 
quest  for  a  salmon.  Down  a  jiatli  by  the  bank 
we  trudged,  my  companion  commenting  on  the 
various  pools  as  w^e  passed,  and  relating  anecdotes 
of  gran  days  ”  with  the  “  gintlemin,”  when  the 
watber  was  roight.”  Certainly  things  did  not 
look  very  promising.  The  stream,  never  a  bio- 
one,  was  terribly  shrunken,  all  rock,  boulden 
shingle,  and  “clear  as  gin.”  All  at  once  my 
satellite  stopped,  and.  pointing  to  the  river 
whispered  confidentially,  ”  If  there’s  any  place 
ye  11  git  a  .salmon  this  noight  that’s  the  spot.”  I 
stared.  ^  Thirty  yards  away,  surrounded  on 
every  side  by  green  lawn  like  tnrf,  with  not 
a  bush  or  tree  near  it,  lay  a  circular  pool, 
looking  as  if  it  had  been  cut  out  with  the 
spade,  instead  of  being  part  of  a  river  in  a  wild 
and  rough  country.  The  water  ran  into  this 
pond  over  an  even  ledge  of  rock,  resembling  a 
i  hames  weir,  and  at  the  lower  end  poured  away 
through  an  opening  that  might  have  been  the 
entrance  to  the  sluice  of  a  mill.  I  could  scarcely 
belieye  the  whole  affair  was  not  artificial,  but 
such  was  not  the  case.  “  Now,  your  honour,  take 
this  floi  said  my  friend,  and  produced,  loose  from 
his  pocket,  a  few  straggling  feather.s,  tied,  how- 
eyer,  as  I  found,  on  an  undeniable  bit  of  sinole 
gut,  stained  brown.  As  I  held  the  fly  in  my 
hand,  the  keeper  gave  it  some  unpronounceable 
local  name,  but  my  impression  is,  ic  was  a  rude 
iniuation  of  what  in  Ireland  is  known  as  the 
Golden  Olive  on  a  No.  10  book.  “  I’d  advise  ye’s 
'to  cast  roight  down  from  the  fall,”  murmured  the 
keeper,  when  my  preparations  were  completed, 
but  you  need  not  pay  great  attention  till  your 
fly  s  in  the  midst.”  In  the  middle  of  the  pool  he 
meant,  but  the  suggestion  to  give  little  heed  to 
the  job  in  hand  was  rather  amusing.  I  fished 
the  upper  portion  of  the  water  blank,  then  my 
companion  whispered,  “  Look  out,  your  honour  ” 
and  as  the  fly  touched  the  centre  of  the  pool,  up 
came  a  salmon.  A  small  one,  it  is  true,  but  he 
came  with  a  good  head  and  tail  rise,  and  after 
going  the  round  like  a  horse  in  a  circus,  ho 
returned  to  the  place  where  he  was  hooked,  and 
sank  like  a  stone  to  the  bottom.  We  quickly 
roused  the  fish  from  the  sulks,  but  our  quarry’s 
only  idea  of  play  was  to  perambulate  his  lair 
and  leap.  He  made  no  attempt  to  run  the 
rapid,  and  thus  working  into  my  hands,  in  a 
trice  he  floa'ed  exhausted  on  the  water.  Then 
came  the  end  of  the  91b.  fish,  and  I  went  home 
happy. 

1  knew  a  little  river  in  Wicklow  where  one 
could  enjoy  good  sport  for  numbers,  but  not  for 
weight,  sometimes  after  rain.  It  ran  throuo-h 


around  you,  now  and  then  coming  in  for  more 
than  halt-pounders. 

Such  was  fishing  in  Ireland  in  the  old  days.  I 
know  not,  now  that  Paddy  has  got  so  much  “  the 
masthery  whether  he  has  poached  out  his  broad 
lakes  and  ghttenng  streams,  or  whether,  “con- 
sarned  alone  with  politics,  he  has  left  them  “as 
they  were.  It  is  long  since  I  have  “  wit  ”  a  lin  o 
m  the  disthressful  counthry.” 

FISHING  QUARTERS  IN  SWEDEN. 

{Continued  from  page  £120.) 

By  R.  P. 

The  forenoon  during  which  I  had  made  my 
first  acquaintance  with  the  pike  in  these  part'd 
had  been  yery  still,  but  soon  after  one  o’clock  a 
breeze  began  to  ripple  the  surface  of  the  loch 
and  even  penetrated  to  the  little  bay,  by  whose’ 
shores  I  was  consuming  tobacco  and  contem¬ 
plating  the  scene,  which  was  certainly  a  suffici¬ 
ently  wild  one  to  satisfy  the  most  ardent  lover  of 
JNature. 

I  had  arrived  at  the  stag--)  of  wonderino-  why  I 
could  never  .sketeh  even  a  little  bit,  when”aU  my 
Ideas  about  scenery,  sketching,  and  so  forth,  wer'e 
dispensed  to  the  winds  by  a  tremendous  splash 
.just  outside  the  weeds,  not  twenty  yards  away 
Iroin  where  I  lay.  O.ving  to  the  position  of  a 
sniall  point  which  intervened,  I  did  not  soo  the  ' 
fish  that  caused  the  commotion,  but  that  ho  w-as 
a  big  one  there  could  be  no  doubt,  and  it  at  once 
became  my  bounden  duty  to  prove  that  interest¬ 
ing  lact.  Unfortunately  I  had  no  large  artificial 
baits,  nor  had  I  brought  any  of  the  smaller 
grayling  with  me,  and  all  my  efforts  to  attempt 
master  jack  were  unavailing.  Whether  he  was 
still  engaged  in  demolishing  his  last  victim,  or 
whether  ho  scorned  such  inconsiderable  mouth-' 
tills  as  phantom  minnows  and  .spoons,  I  know 
not;  any  wniy  ho  remained  obdurate,  and,  as  far 
as  putting  in  any  further  appearance,  might  just 
as  well  have  been  fifty  miles  away  instead  of 
sulking  among  the  weeds  as  1  knew  ’  ' 


to  be. 


1  -  ,  j-u  icni  mruugu  i 

Wild  bleak  valley,  and  then  suddenly  ertered  .a 
thick  wood,  but  throughout  its  course  the  brook 
teemed  with  trout.  Many  a  spring  day  and 
summer  evening  have  I  whiled  away  here,  no 
sound  audible  but  the  song  of  the  lark,  the  hum 
ot  the  bee,  or  the  merry  ripple  of  the  water.  I 
remember  a  peculiarity  ot  the  stream  in  one 
place,  where  a  flat  ledge  of  rock  with  a  deep  run 
underneath  ran  along  the  bank  for  some  fifty 
yards.  Here  I  would  practise  of  an  evening  an 
old  dodge  of  the  wary  angler.  Casting  with 
only  one  fly,  a  white  moth  as  a  stretcher,  I  would 
throw  It  lightly  on  the  shelf,  then  Jet  it  drop  cn 
the  surface  of  the  current  below.  It  was  always 
answered,  and  perhaps  sometime.'’,  with  a  judi¬ 
cious  delay  or  two,  I  took  more  fish  on  that  short 
beat  than  alon^  the  whole  course  of  the  I’iver. 
Again,  when  one  dived  into  the  copse  the  fish 
became  larger,  evidently  attracted  by  the  insect 
hie  falling  from  the  trees.  Wading  out,  or 
crouching  on  a  rock  in  mid-stream,  \  on  could 
pick  your  fish  off  the  frothy  pools  and  rapids 


O  '"  — *.  'iiiii  Liv./  yj<3. 

As  a  last  resort,  I  tried  him  with  a  whacking 
great  juke  tly,  which,  among  other  attraclioni] 
bo.asffed  a  pair  of  magniHceiit  glass  eyes,  but  n->, 
neither  the  lovely  green  eyes  or  the  splendid 
bunch  ot  peacock  feathers  which  composed  the 
wing  had  any  effect,  and  he  remained  unresponsive 
as  ever. 

In  the  meantime  the  old  Lapp  had  turned  up, 
and  had  been  watching  my  efforts  silently  and 
lyth  evident  interest,  but  when  I  fetched  out  the 
above  work  of  art,  his  admiration  found  vent  in 
words,  and  when  it  returned  from  its  unsuccessful 
expedition  across  the  water,  old  Peter  evidently 
thought  the  pike  in  that  loch  did  nob  know  whaii 
was  good  for  them.  Determined  on  drawing  my 
friend  somehow,  I  set  off  for  the  tent,  rather 
more  than  a  mile  off,  and  in  a  few  minutes,  by 
the  aid  of  a  cast  of  flies,  had  supplied  myself  with 
some  nice  sized  grayling,  with  which  I  returned 
to  the  little  bay.  There  I  found  Peter  awaiting 
me  with  quite  a  “pawky”  smile  on  his  weather- 
beaten  old  countenance,  and,  in  reply  to  my  look 
of  inquiry,  he  produced  from  a  leathern  wallet  a 
couple  of  live  lemmings.  Although  I  had  noticed 
a  lew  of  these  queer  little  beasts  in  the  neighbour- 
hood,  they  had  certainly  never  struck  me  as  a 
bait  for  jack;  but  the  old  min’s  notion  seemed  by 
no  rneans  a  bad  one,  and  I  proceeded  to  act  upon 
It  without  delay. 

Ihe  lemming  I  chose  as  the  largest  and  most 
lively  was  certainly  a  most  cantankerous  little 
beast,  and  before  I  had  concealed  a  couple  of 
hooks  about  his  person,  he  had  made  his  sharp 
little  teeth  meet  several  times  in  my  fingers.  At 
last,  however,  he  was  fixed  up,  and  having  been 
deposited  gingerly  in  the  water,  “  convanient  ”  to 
where  my  pike  presumably  laj’,  he  went  off  swim¬ 
ming  at  a  great  pace,  and  apparently  enjoying  his 
recovered  liberty  immensely.  His  voyage,  how¬ 
ever,  was  destined  to  be  a  short  one,  and 
terminated  abruptly.  Where  the  minnow,  the 
spoon  and  the  gorgeous  fly  had  failed,  the 
lemming  succeeded  :  once  more  the  water  parted, 
and,  with  a  farewell  squeak,  the  swimmer  dis¬ 
appeared  between  a  pair  of  ravenous  jaws.  Old 
Peter  was  delighted  with  the  success  of  his 
stratagem,  and  was  evidently  much  surprised  that 
I  did  not  haul  the  fish  out  neck  and  crop ;  but, 
strong  though  my  gear  was,  it  would  have  been 
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asking  rather  too  much  to  attempt  that  feat.  It 
took  Master  Jaeksome  little  time  to  realise  the 
fact  that  his  liberty  and  valuable  life  were  in 
danger,  but  when  this  was  really  brought  hoine 
to  him  by  a  liberal  and  steady  application  of  the 
butt,  he  announced  his  disgust  by  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  savage  runs  I  ever  saw  made  by 
one  of  his  kind;  in  fact,  had  it  not  been  that  1 
had  an  exceptional  amount  of  line  on  ray  reel, 
close  on  150  yards,  he  naust  have  done  me. 
Before  I  managed  to  turn  him  he  had,  to  judge 
from  the  emaciated  condition  of  my  winch,  quite 
120  yards  out,  and  he  fought  every  one  of  these 
as  I  endeavoured  to  recover  them.  After  an 
excursion  into  the  lake,  the  fish  made  a  detei  mined 
effort  to  return  to  his  ancient  home  among  the 
weeds  in  the  little  bay  where  I  had  hooked  him, 
and  which,  had  he  been  wise,  he  would  never  have 
left ;  but  the  risks  attending  such  a  proceeding 
by  so  powerful  an  enemy  were  top  great,  by 
holding  on  all  I  knew,  I  stopped  him.  After  1 
had  played  him  quite  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
the  pike  began  to  grow  more  deliberate  in  his 
movements,  and  to  show  symptoms  of  exhaustion, 
but,  although  he  came  in  pretty  close  now  and 
then,  he  had  still  too  much  “go”  left  in 
him  to  attempt  any  tricks.  I  would  not, 
therefore  permit  the  excited  old  Lapp  to 
approach  with  the  gaff  until  a  very  easy  chance 
offered  some  ten  minutes  later.  I  need  not  have 
been  at  all  nervous  as  to  the  result,  for,  approach¬ 
ing  the  water  as  cunningly  as  a  fox,  Peter  quietly 
extended  the  long  gaff  over  the  doomed  fish,  and, 
with  one  single  motion,  drew  out  a  splendid  jack, 
which,  after  being  knocked  on  the  head  and 
placed  on  the  steelyard,  proved  an  honest  02- 
pounder  in  capital  condition.  _ 

There  was  a  fair  amount  of  whisky  left  in  my 
flask,  which  we  demolished  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased  ;  and  then,  the  day  being  far  advanced, 
we  returned  to  camp  in  triumph  with  our  prize. 

That  night  the  wolves  were  very  noisy,  and 
next  morning  we  hunted  them  up  in  their  glen, 
but,  as  I  have  already  said,  with  no  success;  in 
the'  afternoon,  however,  I  took  it  out  of  the 
grayling,  which  were  well  on  the  feed,  and  of 
which  1  made  another  heavy  basket.  The  follow¬ 
ing  day  I  devoted  entirely  to  the  pike  in  the  loch, 
and  had  very  fair  sport,  but  I  did  not  even  see  a 
big  one  move,  and  my  largest  fish  did  not  exceed 
lOlb.  Provisions,  especially  whisky,  running 
short,  I  determined  to  retire,  and,  next  day,  after 
a  long  and  fatiguing  march  across  the  fjelds,  we 
arrived  back  at  our  different  destinations— Peter 
among  his  reindeer,  and  we  at  our  temporary 
abode  in  the  farmhouse. 

Later  on  we  spent  some  little  time  by  the  shores 
of  the  great  inland  lake,  of  which  the  stream  re¬ 
ferred  to  above  was  a  tributary;  but  we  vvere 
disappointed,  the  place  was  altogether  too 
and  in  consequence  not  at  all  adapted  for  rod 
fishing.  In  this  lake  and  its  surrounding  waters 
there  were  plenty  of  fish — trout,  grayling,  char, 
pike,  perch,  &c. ;  but  large  specimens  of  any  of 
these  appeared  to  be,  as  far  as  we  could  make 
out,  decidedly  rare,  which  seemed  at  first  sight 
somewhat  extraordinary,  considering  the  vast 
extent  of  the  various  waters.  But,  on  further 
investigation,  it  proved  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district  could  use  almost  any  contrivance 
they  pleased  for  the  capture  of  the  fish — nets,  set 
lines,  trimmers,  otters,  &c. ;  it  was  therefore  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  they  seldom  attained  a 
great  size.  Of  course,  we  heard  of  monsters  that 
had  been  taken  in  days  gone  by— pike  of  701b. 
and  801b.,  huge  trout,  and  so  on  ;  but  these  takes 
invariably  belonged  to  the  dim  and  distant  past, 
and  would  not  bear  close  investigation.  Besides 
the  various  kinds  of  nets,  one  of  the  most  destruc¬ 
tive  methods  employed  was  immensely  long  set 
lines.  These  were  armed  with  many  hundreds  of 
hooks,  and,  extending  as  they  did  over  a  vast 
extent  of  water,  did  great  damage  among  the 
finny  inhabitants.  Trimmers,  too,  were  in  very 
general  use,  and  doubtless  did  no  small  amount 
of  damage  among  the  pike  and  perch ;  while  the 
peasants  devoted  much  of  their  spare  time  to 
trailing  quaint-looking  and  gigantic  spinning 
baits  behind  their  boats.  In  these  parts  the 
birds  of  prey  were  numerous,  and  on  one  occa¬ 
sion  we  witnessed  the  capture  of  a  basking  pike 
by  an  eagle.  The  bird  did  not  have  things  all 
its  own  way  at  first,  for  the  fish  was  a  good  size ; 
but  at  last  he  was  borne  off  by  the  enemy  in 
triumph.  | 


In  connection  with  this  incident,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  recall  what.  Lloyd,  in  his  Iield 
Sports  of  the  North  of  Europe,”  says:  Now 
that  I  am  speaking  of  pike,  I  may  observe  that 
eagles,  which  were  rather  numerous  hereabout, 
were  not  unfrequently  seen  to  pounce  upon  those 
fish  whilst  basking  near  to  the  surface.  It  was 
said,  however,  that  when  the  pike  was  very  large, 
he  had  been  known  to  carry  the  eagle  under  the 
water,  when,  from  the  latter  being  unable  to 
disengage  his  talons,  he  was,  of  course,  drowned. 
Indeed,  Dr.  Iffellerberg,  a  medical  gentleman 
attached  to  the  Uddeholm  establishment  when  i 
first  visited  M’^ermeland,  vouched  for  this  being 
the  fact,  he  himself  having  once  seen  an  enormous 
pike,  with  an  ea^le  fastened  to  his  back,  lying 
dead  on  a  piece  of  ground  which  had  been  over¬ 
flown,  but  from  which  the  water  had  then 

retreated.  .  i  j.  r, 

“  Captain  Neurenius  also  informed  me  that  he 
himself  was  also  an  eye-witness  to  a  similar 
occurrence.  This  was  on  the  Gotha  Itiver,  and  at 
no  great  distance  from  Wenersberg.  In  this 
instance,  when  the  eagle  first  seized  the  pike  he 
was  enabled  to  lift  him  a  short  distance  into  the 
air,  but  the  weight  of  the  fish,  together  with  its 
struggles,  soon  carried  them  back  again  into  the 
wate^r”  under  which,  for  awhile,  they  both  dis¬ 
appeared.  Presently,  however,  the  eagle  again 
came  to  the  surface,  uttering,  at  the  same  time, 
the  most  piercing  cries,  and  making,  apparently , 
every  endeavour  to  extricate  his  talons ;  but 
all  was  in  vain,  and,  after  a  great  deal  of 
struggling,  he  was  finally  carried  under  water. 
Captain  Neurenius  said,  moreover,  that  P'ke 
were  occasionally  taken  alive  with 
legs  and  talons  of  the  eagle  attached  to 
their  backs,  the  bodies  of  the  birds  having 
previously  rotted  off.  This,  if  true,  is  a  curious 
circumstance ;  for  one  would  naturally  Bave 
supposed  that,  with  such  a  knapsack,  the  fash 
would  have  been  unable  to  procure  his  food,  and 
that  he  consequently  must  soon  have  perished. 

That  there  must  be  exceptionally  heavy  fish  in 
these  extensive  sheets  of  water  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  but  the  odds  against  capturing  one 
with  the  rod  and  line  are  too  great,  and  the  game 
is  certainly  not  worth  the  candle. 

Although  the  actual  sport  wo  obtained  upon 
the  big  lake  was  very  indifferent  as  compared 
with  what  we  had  enjoyed  on  the  smaller  sheets 
of  water  and  their  tributaries,  we  left  its  shores 
and  its  hospitable  and  kindly  people  with  sincere 
regret,  and  with  the  hope  that  ere  long  we  would 
repeat  our  pleasant  visit. 

(Concluded.) 


THE  MONSTER  TROUT. 


(Ai'Aivov  a’lXivov  dwe  rh  S'fS  uikcito.) 


Sing  woe !  for  the  monster  trout. 

But  let  the  good  prevail ; 

Sing  woe  ! — but  pray  don’t  shout — 

For  the  fate  of  the  fish  that  I  tell  you  about. 
And  the  troiitlets  giddy  and  frail. 

The  big  trout  lived  at  the  tail  of  a  race. 

In  a  pool  with  eddies  slow. 

And  of  food  he  hardly  left  a  trace 
For  the  troutlets  that  stayed  in  a  shallow  place 
On  a  stickle  down  below. 

The  rod  was  supple,  the  cast  was  thin. 

And  lightly  fell  the  fly ; 

And  the  trout  came  up  with  a  silly  grin, 

Saying,  “  Here  is  a  stranger.  I’ll  take  him  in  . 
AVith  a  wink  of  his  glassy  eye. 

Click  !  Splash  !  He  wriggled  and  swore  ! 

But  he  wriggled  and  swore  in  vain ; 

They  drew  him  in  to  a  shelving  shore. 

And  netted  him  out,  and  never  more 
Will  he  make  bad  jokes  again. 

Did  the  troutlets  weep  till  their  eyes  were  red. 
Or  make  any  kind  of  fuss  ? 

I  am  sorry  to  say  they  giggled  instead. 

And  remarked  to  each  other,  “Now  daddy  is  dead 
There  will  be  more  flies  for  us.” 

So  they  gobble  and  guzzle,  a  gluttonous  throng. 
In  the  pool  at  the  mill-race  tail ; 

But  I  say  that  they  shall  not  stay  there  long. 
Sing  woe  1  for  a  tale  of  wrong. 

But  let  the  good  prevail.  C.  A.  G. 


TOaltoniana 


The  Thames  has  been  a  filthy  dirty-green 
colour  lately,  and  fishing  has  been  out  of  the 
question.  Things  should,  however,  be  improving 
about  Saturday.  The  conservators  are  now  con¬ 
sidering  the  bye-law  suggestions,  criticisms,  and 
expostulations.  With  one  solitary  exception, 
those  bye-laws  have  been  condemned  by  the 
Press,  and  that  exception  was  a  leader  in  a  sport¬ 
ing  contemporary  which  appeared  last  week.  As 
it  contained  the  statement  that  every  Upper 
Thames  fishery  was  private,  and  that  the  bye¬ 
laws  were  the  best  the  conservators  could  make 
under  their  existing  powers,  it  must  be  assumed 
that  the  article  was  inspired  by  some  interested 
persons,  such  as  the  R.O.  Association.  It  may 
appear  paradoxical,  but  it  is  a  fact,  that^the  only 
considerable  portion  of  the  Thames  in  which 
private  fisheries  may  with  certainty  be  said  to 
exist,  is  the  portion  between  Teddington  and 
Staines.  The  fisheries  in  that  part  of  the  Thame.s 
are  the  private  property  of  the  Corporation  of 
London.  With  regard  to  the  fisheries  above 
Staines,  we  can  only  say  with  certainty  that  they 
are  private  so  far  as  their  owners  have  proved 
them  to  be  private.  That  is  to  s.ay,  in  two  cases 
— at  Majile  Durham  and  at  Maidenhead. 


The  judgments  in  the  two  actions  which  were 
tried  in  coiWction  with  those  fisheries,  certainly 
went  to  show'  that  the  public  had  not  in  strict 
law,  rights  of  fishery  in  the  upper  Thames,  either 
by  long  user,  or  on  account  of  the  oft-quoted 
clause  in  Magna  Charta.  But  it  has  never  been 
stated  that  the  whole  of  the  upper  Thames  is  in  the 
hands  of  private  persons,  so  far  as  the  fisheries 
are  concerned.  It  was,  on  the  other  hand,  most 
clearly  laid  dow'ii  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  in  the 
Maple  Durham  case,  that  even  where  a  man  had 
a  good  documentary  title,  and  was  also  owner  of 
the  banks,  his  title  could  not  be  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Court,  unless  he  could  show 
that  he  had  used  and  enjoyed  the  fishery  as  by 
leasing  it,  or  netting  it,  or  excluding  the  public ; 
in  other  words,  show  that  he  was  in  possession  of 
it.  Sir  Ford  North,  again,  was  most  careful  to 
say  in  his  most  lucid  and  exhaustive  judgment  in 
the  Maidenhead  case,  that  there  might  very  well 
be  portions  of  the  upper  Thames  to  which  no  title 
could  be  made  out— which  were  not  in  private 
hands.  I  have  said  this  before,  and  may  say  it 
again,  for  the  point  is  one  which  it  is  most  im¬ 
portant  the  Thames  angling  public  should  lay 
hold  of.  _ _ _ 

In  the  article  I  have  alluded  to,  there  was 
much  talk  of  the  netting  “  riy/ifs”  of  owners  of 
fisheries.  Now  it  is  absolute  nonsense  to  talk  of 
any  one  having  netting  rights  in  the  Thames. 
Parliament  gave  the  conservators  power  to 
prohibit  all  netting,  and  in  the  Act  there  were 
no  exemptions  made  in  favour  of  owners  of 
private  fisheries.  The  conservators,  however, 
have  permitted  certain  persons  to  use  certain 
nets,  and  they  now  propose  to  extend  those 
privileges.  It  is  very  doubtful,  looking  at  their 
statutory  powers,  whether  the  conservators  ever 
had  the  power  to  allow  certain  persons  to  use 
nets,  and  I  believe,  if  sufficient  pressure  were 
brought  upon  them,  the  netting  clause  would  be 
withdrawn  altogether.  That  would  bo  the  best 
solution  of  the  difficulty.  Remember  there  are 
no  netting  rights  in  the  Upper  Thames,  only 
netting  privileges,  and  no  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  those  privileges  for  many  years. 


It  should  be  understood  that  before  the  draft 
of  the  bye-laws  becomes  law  it  has  to  be  published 
in  one  or  two  newspapers.  After  such  publica¬ 
tion  the  conservators  are  bound  by  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  consider  any  representations  which  may 
be  made  to  them  on  the  subject,  so  that  the  draft 
may  be  again  amended.  If  it  is  altered,  in 
consequence  of  such  representations  or  otherwise, 
it  has  to  be  again  published  in  the  papers,  and  a 
month  must  elapse  between  the  time  of  such  pub¬ 
lication  and  the  laying  of  the  draft  before  the 
judicial  committee  of  the  Privy  Council. 

Templak. 
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Comspontrena 

[TT’e  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents i] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pbitt. 

THE  CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  AND 
AMALGAMATION. 

Deaii  Sin, — A  reply  is  necessary  to  prevent  mis¬ 
conception  as  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Geo.  Chambers 
which  appeared  in  the  columns  of  your  last  issue. 

I  am  desired  to  finally  assure  him  that  the 
Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  do 
not  in  any  way  intend  to  recede  from  the  position 
they  have  taken  up  and  maintained  for  the  past 
fourteen  years  (and  will  continue  to  maintain)  on 
the  question  of  non-amalgamation  with  any  other 
body,  being  more  confirmed  than  ever  in  the  con¬ 
viction  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
direct  interest  of  not  only  its  own  members,  but 
also  that  of  all  members  of  the  London  clubs,  that 
the  present  long-tested  system  of  working  should 
continue.  Thus  it  is  considered  highly  impro¬ 
bable  that  any  member,  however  influential,  would 
be  successful  in  promoting  any  pet  scheme  of 
amalgamation. — Faithfully  yours, 

W.  J.  MAde, 

Secretary  Central  Association. 

(),  Priter-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 


FISH  DISEASES. 

Dear  Sir, — The  carp  disease  described  by 
“  Puzzled  ”  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  14, 
resembles  a  disease  to  which  roach  are  subject ; 
but  the  latter  have  a  jelly-like  substance  (some¬ 
times  tinged  with  blood)  underneath  the  scales, 
which  stand  out  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the 
skin  of  the  fish. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  any  book 
exists  which  describes  and  names  the  diseases  of 
fish  ? 

I  had  some  roach  in  a  bait  can  sunk  in  the 
river  last  November,  a  flood  came,  and  the  fish 
got  rather  knocked  about. 

I  afterwards  transferred  them  to  a  large  box, 
hut  soon  all  those  that  were  damaged  were  patched 
with  a  white  fungus,  resembling  that  which  is  so 
fatal  to  salmon.  Does  the  fungus  continue  to 
grow  after  the  death  of  the  fish  ? 

Last  winter  I  found  a  dead  salmon  in  the  York¬ 
shire  Esk  which  was  entirely  covered  with  the 
white  fur.— Yours  truly,  C.  J.  Keighley. 

Chelmsford. 


“COME  OVER  AND  HELP  US  A  CRY" 
PROM  IRELAND. 

Sir, — The  inestimable  advantage  of  a  publica¬ 
tion  like  the  Fishing  Gazette,  devoted  to  special 
subjects,  is  that  it  enables  men  to  find  out  what 
they  require.  If  such  a  publication  were  not  in 
existence,  numbers  of  men  would  remain  in  ignor¬ 
ance  all  the  days  of  their  lives,  of  localities  where 
sport  could  be  obtained  by  them. 

Without  further  preamble,  I  may  state  that  my 
object  in  addressing  you  is  to  induce  your  readers, 
who  are  pike  fishers,  to  come  to  our  assistance  in 
Ireland.  We  are  unable  to  rid  our  waters  of  the 
monsters  that  infest  them.  We  cannot  even  keep 
their  numbers  within  reasonable  limits.  Most  of 
our  countrymen  who  are  anglers  devote  their 
attentions  to  trout  or  salmon,  and  seldom  fish  for 
pike.  It  is  very  rarely  indeed  that  you  will  see, 
or  even  hear,  of  anyone  angling  for  pike  in  the 
months  of  October,  November,  December  or 
•Tanuary. 

Practically  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an  attempt 
being  made  to  preserve  pike  :  everyone  would  be 
only  too  glad  to  see  their  numbers  reduced.  The 
English  pike  fisher  might  roam  about  from  town 
to  town,  from  inn  to  inn,  in  the  counties  of 
Monaghan,  Fermanagh,  Cavan,  and  Donegal, 
finding  any  amount  of  pike  water  within  easy 
reach  of  his  resting  place,  and  meeting  with  a 
hearty  welcome  from  every  man  he  met,  gentle 
and  simple. 

Some  day  or  other  this  may  be  all  changed, 
and  these  waters,  now  free  to  all  the  world  and 
his  wife,  may  be  taken  up  and  rented,  but  I  do 
not  anticipate  that  this  will  happen  in  our  time 
unless  our  salmon  fisheries  should  be  ruined  by 
over-netting  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers. 


Very  few  Englishmen,  comparatively  speaking, 
are  aware  of  what  an  immense  amount  of  free 
trout  fishing  and  pike  fishing  is  to  be  had  in 
Ireland  for  nothing,  and  without  even  going 
through  the  formality  of  asking  leave.  Take 
Lough  Sheelin,  for  instance,  which  holds  pike 
upwards  of  401b.  weight,  on  which  the  writer 
and  a  friend  once  killed  on  one  day  twelve  trout, 
that  weighed  in  the  scales  of  Paddy  Clarke,  of 
Finea,  82|lb.  weight,  or  an  average  of  nearly  71b. 
weight  per  fish.  In  fact,  the  writer  had  three 
trout  to  his  own  rod,  each  of  which  weighed 
81b.  4oz.  as  nearly  as  possible.  Any  angler  going 
to  Finea  can  verify  the  fact.  On  the  same  day 
another  boat  brought  in  691b.  weight  of  trout,  and 
a  third  boat  had  551b.  weight.  All  these  fish  were 
killed  with  the  natural  fly. — I  am,  Ac., 

_ Innish-Owen. 


STREAM  CLEANING. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Your  correspondent,  “  Fenton 
Hook,”  writes  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  14  :  “  Weeds 
we  know  are  fine  keepers,  but  you  cannot  have 
both  in  your  waters,  weeds  and  fish,  that  is,  if 
you  want  your  fish  to  rise  well.  .  .  .  The  cleaner 
you  keep  the  bottom  of  your  river  the  more  trout 
you  will  have,  as  there  will  be  more  food  for  your 
fish,  and  they  will  stop  in  your  water  and  not 
stray  away.”  Surely  your  correspondent  cannot 
have  had  any  experience  of  Hampshire  waters.  I 
could  show  him  long  reaches  of  gin  clear  river, 
crammed  with  fine  free  rising  trout,  with  only 
here  and  there  a  patch  of  gravel  or  chalk  peeping 
through  the  dense  masses  of  weed.  The  weeds 
are  fine  cover  for  the  fish,  and,  as  for  food,  the 
amount  they  grow  is  something  fabulous.  No 
bare  bottom  would  give  such  a  supply.  — 
Y"ours,  &c.,  _ _  Val  Coxsox. 


SCALE  AND  THROAT  TEETH  OF  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir, — In  treating  of  the  family  Cipry- 
nidre,  Yarrell,  in  his  “  British  Fishes,”  describes 
and  figures  the  phryngeal  bones  and  dentitions  of 
four  species  of  the  genera :  Cyprinus,  Tinea, 
Leuciscus,  and  Barbus,  but  not  of  the  chub ;  and 
I  am  not  aware  if  a  figure  is  given  in  any  of  the 
recent  works  on  British  fish,  so  send  a  specimen 
and  scales  from  a  8|lb.  female  taken  in  the  York¬ 
shire  Derwent  on  the  5th  inst.,  in  case  you  con¬ 
sider  it  worthy  of  illustration  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  The  teeth  in  general  appearance 


Scale  of  a  Spb.  Chub.  Throat  Teeth  ol  a  Spb.  Chub. 


resemble  those  of  the  barbel,  but  differ  in  being 
biserial.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  a  sugges¬ 
tion,  I  think  a  series  of  wood-cuts  of  the  scales  of 
some  of  our  sporting  fish  would  interest  many 
anglers  and  other  readers  of  your  interesting 
paper,  especially  those  of  some  of  the  rarer 
species,  e.g.,  Pomeranian  bream.  Crucian  and 
Prussian  carp,  &c. — Faithfully  yours, 

R.  P.  Harper. 

Givendale,  Scarborough. 

-  [We  are  much  obliged  to  our  correspondent, 
and  have  had  illustrations  of  the  teeth  and  scale 
made  of  exact  size  of  the  originals.  Has  our 
correspondent  seen  the  excellent  illustrations  of 
fish  and  fish  scales  in  Mr.  H.  Keene’s  “  Practical 
Fisherman  ”  ?— Ed.]  _ 

MISTAKEN  WEIGHT  OF  A  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  “B,”  in  his 
usual  weekly  report  in  last  Saturday’s  Fishing 
Gazette,  is  incorrect  respecting  the  weight  of 
“The  Union  Jack”;  it  was  20|lb.,  not  25Z5.  The 
fish  was  caught  at  Shardiloes,  and  the  same  night 
taken  by  Messrs.  Rolfe  and  Sachs  to  the  residence 
of  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland,  Albany-street, 
where  I  and  many  other  anglers  were  present  at 
a  conversazione. 

My  friend,  the  late  Mr.  H.  C.  Rolfe,  told  me 
a  “  a  31b.  jack  had  been  pushed  down  the  pike’s 
gullet  into  its  stomach.”  I  saw  the  pike  weighed, 
and,  with  the  small  jaeJe  inside,  it  scaled  exactly 
23ilb. 

Two  plaster  casts  were  made  of  this  fish  by 


Frank  Buckland,  which  were  painted  by  Rolfe, 
one  was  sent  to  Squire  Drake,  of  Shardiloes,  and 
I  possess  the  other.— Yours,  Esox, 


SOME  REPLIES  TO  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — If  these  few  facts  are  likely  to 
interest  your  readers,  you  are  welcome,  and  my 
trouble  in  writing  nothing. 

During  a  period  of  years  of  following  sport 
and  the  nature  of  animals  and  fish,  I  do  not  know 
any  animal  in  a  wild  state,  either  from  necessity 
(more  often)  than  choice,  that  I  have  not  seen 
swim  hares,  rabbits,  snakes,  and  hedgehogs. 
Boxes  I  have  seen  cross  the  Tweed,  but  uncTer 
peculiair  circumstancGs,  wiiicli,  in  a  sportsman^s 
point  of  view,  would  be  conjectural  evidence, 
but  still  a  fact. 

We  have  a  Persian  cat  presented  as  a  kitten  by 
the  hou.  sec.  of  the  club,  and,  it  having  lived 
entirely  here,  is  (not  as  I  took  them  to  be,  of  a 
soft  and  delicate  nature)  hardy  and  daring — kills 
almost  any  small  animal ;  has  been  seen  to  swim 
the  river,  more  than  twenty  yards  w'ide,  in  deep 
water;  has  brought  into  and  near  the  house  dead 
stoats,  rats,  moles,  and  birds ;  is  very  fond  of  fish — 
an  unexplainable  choice  in  the  feline  race.  I 
have  seen  him  myself  mistake  his  distance  or 
oyer-balance  himself  in  springing  at  a  rat,  go 
right  under  the  water,  but  come  up  with  his  prey. 
One  of  your  correspondents  seeks  information 
about  crayfish  fishing.  As  many  persons  know, 
there  used  to  be  thousands  caught  here  in  a 
season,  a  hundred  per  day  some  years  ago,  but  a  few 
years  back  bushels  and  bushels  were  found  dead 
in  the  river,  soft  shelled.  I  attribute  the  cause 
of  such  a  calamity  to  the  fishing  interest  to  the 
attempted  purification  by  chemicals  of  the  water, 
and  bad  deodorisation  of  sewage  of  towns 
situate  on  the  river.  I  have  during  my  occu¬ 
pation  placed  quantities  in  the  stream,  but  up  to  the 
present  cannot  answer  for  any  increase  of  stock ; 
for  I  presume  they  suffer  in  conjunction  with 
other  natural-bred  fish  in  proportion  from  the 
same  cause  (bad  state  of  the  rivers),  or  we  should 
have  seen  before  this  some  improvement,  for  it  is 
three  years  since  I  placed  over  one  thousand  in. 

I  have  found  some  in  spawn,  but  have  seen  no 
young  ones. 

I  saw  in  your  publication  some  time  back  this 
question:  “Why  do  not  trout  rise  as  freely  as 
they  did  years  ago  ?  ”  The  answer  to  this  is  that 
the  filthy  state  of  the  rivers  has  destroyed  all  the 
larval  of  the  waterflies.  I  could  instance  many 
sorts  that  have  entirely  disappeared — at  least,  in 
this  locality. 

Another  of  your  writers  states  that  from  up  a 
tree  he  could  distinguish  male  from  female  fish 
(salmon).  I  would  seek  explanation.  He  also 
states  that  the  female  salmon  works  the  redd.  I 
would  politely  ask  how  he  accounts  for  the  gib, 
or  horny  substance,  on  the  male  fish  only,  and  at 
that  certain  period  only  (spawning  season),  if  it 
be  not  a  natural  provision  for  the  performance  of 
such  work  as  redd  making. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours 

T.  W.  Murray. 

Thorney  Weir  House,  West  Drayton. 


OTTER  QUERIES. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  one  of  the  above,  I  think  if 
“H.  G.”  was  to  arrange  an  occasional  walk  with 
Foster,  the  water-bailiff,  he  could  give  him  a 
good  practical  lesson  on  otter  tracks,  which 
would  be  more  useful  than  any  instruction  he 
might  read. — Yours,  Ac.,  F.  K. 


“RECOLLECTIONS  OF  FISHING  IN 
WESTMEATH,  BY  L.  S.  G.” 

Sir, — My  angling  friend,  Mr.  Wm.  Thomas,  of 
the  Fly-Fishers’  Club,  who  loves  a  good  day  on 
Lough  Ennell,  has  been  rather  surprised  to  hear 
of  “  L.  S.  G.’s  ”  tussle  with  a  salmon  in  this  lake ; 
and,  to  tell  the  truth,  so  am  I,  as  I  have  been 
fishing  Lough  Ennell  for  over  thirty  years  and 
neither  caught  one  myself  nor  have  I  ever  heard 
of  any  other  person  having  taken  a  salmon  until 
I  read  this  account  of  “L.  S.  G.’s”  in  the  Pishing 
Gazette.  Now,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood  that  it  is  in  no  unfriendly  spirit  I  criticise 
“  L.  S.  G.’s”  very  interesting  “recollections” — 
particularly  interesting  to  me,  knowing,  as  I  do, 
every  nook  and  corner,  and  having  angled  in  my 
time  many  thousands  of  all  kinds  of  fish,  com¬ 
prising  (at  least)  trout,  pike,  char,  (perch,  i  udd, 
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and  eels,  from  the  beautiful  and  picturesque 
Lough  Ennell. 

And,  although  I  have  never  heard  of  nor  seen 
a  salmon  caught  in  this  lake,  yet  I  believe  it  is 
not  quite  impossible  of  access  to  these  fish,  as  the 
river  Brosna,  which  flows  through  the  lake  to  the 
Shannon,  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  wide  at  its 
exit  from  the  former,  and  at  least  three  feet  deep. 
There  are,  however,  serious  obstacles  or  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  the  way,  and  which  the  inspectors  of 
Irish  Fisheries  alone  are  empowered  to  have 
removed,  but  which  will  never  be  done,  “owing 
to  more  pressing  business.”  The  first  of  these  is 
a  most  unsuitable  and  almost  impassable  fish- 
pass  on  the  Brosna,  at  the  jute  mills  in  the  town 
of  Clara,  about  twelve  miles  from  the  lake.  Tpon 
inquiry  T  found  that  large  numbers  of  salmon 
and  peal  ascend  as  far  as  this  fish-pass,  and  in 
the  close  season  spawn  in  all  the  adjoining  tribu¬ 
taries  of  the  river,  coming  far  up  towards  the 
centre  of  Westmeath — for  instance,  in  one  tribu¬ 
tary  I  counted  a  few  days  ago,  for  a  length  of 
stream  of  about  two  and  a  half  miles,  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  salmon  spawning  beds; 
but  then  this  stream  is  well  watched  by  the  R.l. 
Constabulary  of  Streamstown  and  Uorseleap 
stations,  as  well  as  by  the  Westmeath  Fish 
Preservation  Society’s  water-bailiffs.  Some  of 
these  spawning  fish  were  201b.  w'eight  and 
upwards.  The  next  serious  obstruction  in 
the  “  obstacle  race  ”  to  Lough  Ennell  is  the  mill- 
dam  at  Coola,  near  the  (own  of  Kilbcggan,  and 
about  six  miles  from  the  lake ;  but  the  worst  of  all 
the  difliculiies  of  ascent  is  a  series  of  dams  at  the 
Ballinagoro  Mills,  a  distance  of  three  miles  from 
the  lake.  I  have  often  heard  that  enormous  tlirouts 
have  been  seen  spawning  here,  which  1  believe 
were  salmon,  and  which  could  not  reach  Lough 
Ennell  in  consequence  of  these  irregular  rocky 
dams  and  the  shallow  water.  There  are  trout 
considerably  over  eleven  (by  the  bye,  the  Lough 
Ennell  fishermen  do  not  say  “  iliven”)  pounds  in 
Lough  Enmll.  One  was  recently  found  dead  on 
the  shore  weighing  Klib.,  and  has  been  set  up 
by  a  local  amatcui'.  I  would  not  insult  “L. 
S.  C.’s  ”  intelligence  by  suggesting  that  his  tussle 
was  with  a  large  trout.  I  may  mention  that 
there  are  neither  Salmo  fero,i’ woy  Cillaroo  trout 
in  the  Westmeath  lakes.  It  may  also  he  con¬ 
sidered  strange  that  f  have  never  heard  of  a 
sttlmon  being  taken  in  Lough  Derravaragh, 
although  the  Inny  flows  through  it,  and  is  a  fail  ly 
good  salmon  river  a  few  miles  below  its  outfall. 

1  have  been  often  very  itntch  amused  by  the 
descriptions,  such  as  given  by  “  L.  S.  Cr.,”  of  the 
fisherman’s  vernacular.  Take  some  instances. 
The  lake’s  fishermen  here  do  not  say  “soide” 
for  side,  nor  “roight  ”  firr  tight,  but  they  do  say 
“  wather  ”  and  “  throut ;  ”  they  do  not  say  “  troy 
trailing,”  it  is  “  thry  throwlin,”  and  so  on.  I 
have  also  very  often  known  writers  on  matters 
piscatorial  to  sa)’,  with  reference  to  the  short, 
handy  instrument  used  for  administering  the  “last 
rites  ”  to  a  lusty  “  throut.,”  or  allege  that  Pat  said. 
Will  I  hand  the  “  praste  ”  to  your  honour  ?  1  never 
heard  the  word  so  |)ronounccd.  “  Phriest  ”  would 
bo  nearer  the  mark.  A  gaff  is  never  used  on  the 
Westmeath  lakes;  it  is  always  a  landing  net. 
Cows’  horns  are  used  for  itrrprisoning  a  certain 
class  of  flies — bottles  never.  Dapping  with  the 
green  drake  is  not  considered  here  either  a  spirit¬ 
less  or  poaching  business,  for  we  a’ do  it.  The 
line  used  is  of  very  delicate  texture,  the  gut  cast 
fine,  the  hook  very  small,  insomuch  that  it  takes 
rather  skilful  manipulation  to  hook  and  jilay  a 
largish  fish  in  compar  ison  to  the  stout  tackle  used 
in  artificial  fly-fishing. 

Talking  of  big  trout,  I  rmy  here  be  permitted 
to  mention  that,  amongst  a  number  killed  recently 
at  Lough  Owcl  by  otters,  I  saw  two,  the  remains 
of  which  weigl'.cd  111b.  and  l.'l.Db.  respectively. 
About  three  jrouud.s  of  fish,  in  my  judgment,  had 
been  eaten  off  each,  so  that  these  gi-and  Owel 
trout  must  have  been  at  least  141b.  and  KJlb. 
respectively.  Fish  up  to  this  weight  have 
bten^  taken  by  “throwlin,”  as  Pat  says,  “the 
nath’ral  ba.t.”  The  above  fish  were  males  and  in 
superb  condition. 

One  of  the  water-bailiffs  iir  charge  at  Lough 
Owel  trapped  a  splendid  female  otter  a  few  nights 
ago  which  measured  exactly  4ft.  Otters  are 
numerous  liei'c  and  doing  considerable  dairrage, 
and,  as  they  arc  never  hunted,  the  water-bailiff's 
have  instructions  to  destroy  them. 

Mullingar.  W.  F.  TiiOM.rs. 


WATERPROOFING  LINES. 

De.^b.  Sir, — Mr.  Elsmore,  in  your  issue  of  the 
14th,  mentions  “clarified  composite  candle”  as 
a  dressing  for  lines.  On  asking  my  grocer  for 
this  article,  he  said  he  did  not  know  “clarified 
composite  candles,”  but  gave  me  what  he  had. 
According  to  Mr.  Elsmore,  the  candles  should 
contain  “not  the  faintest  suspicion  of  grease;” 
but,  on  seeing  me  commence  on  my  line,  my 
housekeeper  v  arned  me  I  should  be  “messing 
everything  with  grease.”  Will  Mr.  Elsmore 
kindly  say  if  the  candle  he  recommends  has  any 
jiroper  trade  name.^  _  A.  D.  0. 

LOCH  TAY  SALMON  FISHING. 

Sir, — The  opening  day  for  189:1  was  on  16th 
inst.,  the  loth  being  a  Sunday,  when  no  work 
of  that  kind  is  done  in  Scotland.  The  weather 
for  many  weeks  previous  had  been  most  un¬ 
promisingly  hard,  and  continued  frost  sealing  up 
all  the  rivers,  and  rendering  the  passage  of  fresh 
fish  from  the  sea  an  utter  impossibility.  All  the 
native  experts  agreed  in  predicting  that  the 
season  would  be  the  worst  on  record.  Such, 
however,  1  am  glad  to  say,  has  not  been  the  case, 
as  a  great  many  splendid  fish  have  been  caught; 
one  lady  caught  over  100  pounds  on  the  first  two 
days,  and  many  others  have  been  fairlv,  if  not 
equally,  successful.  ’I'hat  there  are  abundant  fish 
of  fine  quality  in  the  Loch  is  without  doubt,  and 
the  strange  thing  is  how  they  can  look  so  very 
like  new  run  fish,  while  the  passage  from  the  sea 
has  been  so  long  sealed  by  ice  and  the  lowness 
of  the  rivers.  1  was  out  on  the  opening  day  at 
9  a.m.,  and  did  nothing  till  about  2  p  m.,  when 
one  of  my  reels  gave  out  the  welcome  music. 
The  run  was  very  short,  however,  only  about  a 
couple  of  yards,  and  Duncan,  my  boatman,  said, 
“Am  feered  it’s  a  kelt,  sir.”  I  proceeded  to  get 
to  closer  quart  ers  with  my  kelt,  and  was  soon  able, 
from  the  violence  and  rapidity  of  his  “  tugs,”  to 
tell  Duncan  he  was  “No  kelt.”  Just  at  this  time 
the  wind,  which  had  previously  been  modei-ate, 
rose  to  a  gale,  making  the  boat  almost  unmanage¬ 
able,  and  1  had  not  as  yet  seen  the  fish,  although 
I  had  him  at  times  pretty  close  to  the  boat.  He 
kept  on  with  undiminished  strength,  running 
out  twenty  to  thirty  yards  of  line  at  a  time  and 
allowing  me  to  recover  it. 

All  at  once  he  came  up  amongst  the  waves, 
and  began  tumbling,  twusting,  and  turning  in 
eyeiy  conceivable  direction,  and  with  such 
violence  too,  that  I  every  moment  expected  my 
tackle  to  give  way,  and  that  I  and  my  friend 
must  part.  My  minnow  being  a  very  small,  very 
old  brown  Aberdonian,  increased  my  fears.  My 
tackle  fortunalelv  held  good,  and,  as  we  had  been 
at  it  for  nearly  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  being 
on  the  wrong  side  of  threescore  and  ten,  I  began 
to  feel  very  tired,  and  to  think  if  this  powerful 
fish  did  not  give  in  soon  I  must.  I  still  kept  a 
strong  pressure  on,  and  had  the  intense  satisfaction 
of  feeling  that  his  resistance  was  over,  and,  taking 
advantage  of  a  short  lull  in  the  storm,  I  brought 
him  alongside,  when  he  was  cleverly  gaffed  by 
Duncan,  a  perfect  beauty  of  2:31b.  We  then  set 
out  on  our  return,  and  the  violence  of  the  wind 
was  such  that  it  took  three  hours  and  a  half  to  do 
the  four  miles  and  a  half  that  lay  between  us  and 
our  home. — Yours,  &c.,  Leiter  Eil.vx. 


MORE  LOBSTERS  FOR  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Dear  Sir, — My  friend,  Mr.  Purvis,  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  Ionic,  informed  me  that  jou  took 
a  keen  interest  in  the  efforts  that  he  is  making 
with  a  view  of  acclimatising  lobsters  in  New 
Zealand,  and  I  promised  him  that  I  would  write 
and  advise  you  that  he  was  continuing  his  experi¬ 
ments,  and,  on  this  voyage,  was  taking  out  thirty- 
three  live  lobsters.  I  got  the  editor  of  the 
I!  esttrn  Morn  'ng  Nttes  to  make  a  note  of  this,  and 
enclose  a  cutting  from  to-day’s  issue  of  that 
journal.  1  am  posting  you  another  copy. 

I  have  also,  as  local  correspondent  for  the 
hlillourne  Argus  and  Australasian,  communicated 
with  the  London  eflice  of  these  papers,  and  re¬ 
quested  them  to  embody  the  information  in  a 
cable.  I  am  not  sure  whether  they  will  cable  out, 
but,  if  not,  it  will  go  forward  with  their  next 
letter. — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

Frank  Pim.LiPS. 

[We  sincerely  hope  Mr.  Purvis  will  succeed 
again,  lie  left  his  “log,”  kept  during  his  last 
voyage  with  lobsters,  with  us,  and  wo  shall  pub¬ 
lish  it  shortly. — Eli.] 


THE  PROPOSED  RUIN  OF  THE  THAMES 
AS  AN  ANGLING  RESORT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  31 
contained  an  admirable  and  most  carefully-drawn 
comparison  between  the  existing  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy  Fishery  Bye-laws  and  the  proposed 
new  set  which  have  been  issued  by  the  con¬ 
servators  for  criticism.  This  lucid  and  full 
exposure  of  the  injury  proposed  to  be  inflicted  on 
the  metropolitan  river  leaves  nothing  to  add,  and, 
in  addition,  there  have  been  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  the  7tb  and  14th  inst.,  the 
manly  and  outspoken  protests  of  various  Thames 
fishery  associations,  and  other  communications 
on  the  subject,  nearly  all  to  the  point,  and  especi¬ 
ally  the  capital  notes  of  “Templar,”  who  is  an  au¬ 
thority,  to  mj’ personal  know  ledge,  second  to  none  as 
regards  the  welfare  of  the  Upper  Thames  fisheries. 
I  myself  claim  the  right  to  a  very  decided  and 
clear  opinion  on  these  matters,  having  laboured 
without  cessation  for  now'  nearly  thirty  years  to 
make  the  most  of  the  Upper  Thames  as  a  source 
of  pleasure  and  profit  for  all  genuine  anglers  ; 
and  as  the  question  of  the  proposed  new  bye-laws 
does  not  seem  to  have  received  that  full  considera¬ 
tion  fiom  the  general  body  of  anglers  which  it 
undoubtedly  requires  (judging  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  other  sjiorting  papers  treating  of 
such  subjects),  I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  a 
few  words.  1  am  writing  now  in  my  private 
capacity  and  i.ot  as  an  officer  of  the  Reading 
Association. 

1  will  not  again  traverse  the  ground  so  well 
covered  by  the  resolutions  and  letters  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  except  to  say  that  every  word  of 
the  resolutions  arrived  at — and,  matk  you,  unani¬ 
mously — by  the  Henley  and  the  Reading  Associa¬ 
tions,  has  my  cordial  concurrence.  I  also  agree 
in  the  main  with  the  Richmond  Piscatorial 
Society  (Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  14). 

My  object  in  writing  is  rather  to  point  out  the 
po.^sible  results  of  the  vital  question  now  before 
the  great  body  of  Thames  angler.s,  and  to  rai.--e 
my  feeble  voice  in  svvel  iug  the  i-apidly  increasing 
chorus  of  disapproval  auent  the  jiretent  proposals 
of  the  conservators. 

The  suggested  new  bye-law,=,  if  they  should 
obtain  the  force  of  lawq  would  undoubtedly,  and 
in  a  very  few  years,  absolutely  ruin  (the  words 
arc  none  too  strong)  the  fisheries  of  the  grandest 
river  in  the  south  of  England,  and  which  is,  more¬ 
over,  frequented  by  a  greater  number  of  honest 
and  deserving — and  mainly  poor — anglers,  than 
any  stream  in  the  kingdom.  This  ruin  of  one  of 
the  few  resorts  still  open  to  impecuniou-",  but 
none  the  less  keen  and  honest,  sportsmen,  would 
be  brought  about — 1st,  by  the  legalisation  of 
wholesale  netting,  without  restriction,  except  as 
to  the  size  of  mesh,  which  it  is  actually  proposed 
at  the  same  time  to  reduce  from  2in.  to  l^in. ! 
2nd,  by  absolutely  stopping  the  beneficent  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  various  angling  preservation  societies, 
which  have  done  such  incalculable  service  in  main¬ 
taining  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  rivers  under 
circumstances  of  difficulty  unknown  to  any 
save  their  executive  officers.  I  myself  have 
the  honour  of  being  on  the  working  committee 
of  two  of  these  associations,  each  of  which  I 
helped  as  much  as  I  could  to  form.  I  have 
yearly',  monthlj',  weekly,  seen  their  woik,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  kindred  associations;  and  my 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  views  of  the 
executives,  and  knowledge  of  their  trials  and 
often  of  the  obloquy  (ari.sing  from  misunder¬ 
standing  of  their  single-minded  efforts  for  the 
public  w'eal)  cast  upon  them,  convinces  me  that 
they  will  bear  no  more.  All  these  public- 
spirited  gentlemen  are  now  rightly  smarting 
under  a  sense  of  disgust  that  the  c  mservators, 
after  for  pretty  well  a  twelvemonth  “  consulc- 
ing”  them,  should  have  launched  a  set  of  bye¬ 
laws  calculated  to  undo  all  the  good  work  of  the 
past,  and  calmly  ignoring  all  their  practical 
suggestions  for  the  benefit  of  the  river. 

Why,  in  the  name  of  decency,  let  alone  of 
common  sense,  have  these  expressions  of  sound 
practical  opinion,  so  anxiously  sought  (apjiarently), 
been  so  absolutely  treated  with  contempt  !■'  The 
various  committees  of  anglers  who  have  given 
incalculable  time  and  trouble,  as  well  as  their 
own  money,  to  administer  for  the  good  of  the 
juiblic  the  voluntary  subscriptions  collected  by 
them,  are  surely  the  best  persons  to  judge  what 
is  required  in  the  inteicsts  of  anglers.  And 
the  interests  of  anglers  mean  also  the  interests 
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of  riparian  owners,  wlio,  as  a  body,  have  con¬ 
tributed  but  little  of  the  lar^e  sums  annually 
spent  in  watching  the  idver,  prosecuting 
offenders,  issuing  notices,  and  buying  and  placing 
in  the  water  innumerable  thousands  of  the  best 
fish— all  pro  bono  publico.  It  is  nothing  short  of 
an  insult,  how'ever  it  might  have  been  meant,  to 
treat  such  men  with  the  open  contempt  with 
which  they  have  been  treated.  No  wonder  that 
the  Henley  Association  should  have  decided  to 
spend  no  more  money  in  stocking  the  Thames 
until  the  matter  is  settled.  I  have  little  doubt 
the  other  societies  will  follow  this  lead. 

When  it  was  announced  that  Mr.  J.  Willis- 
Bund  had  been  engaged  by  the  conservators  to 
dratt  the  new  fishery  b)  e-laws,  I  rejoiced  greatly, 
saying.  Here  is  a  gentleman  of  great  experience 
as  a  barrister,  who  will  so  word  the  new  code  as  to 
legally  express,  beyond  the  possibility  of  quibble 
or  loophole,  the  clearly  expressed  views  of  those 
who  have  the  good  of  the  Thames  at  heart ;  and 
surely  (added  I)  from  his  long  experience  as 
chairman  of  the  Severn  Board,  he  will  appreciate 
the  importance  of  local  expert  knowledge.” 

Little  did  I  dream  he  would  prove^a  “King 
Log”  by  simply  putting  into  still  better  leo-al 
terms  the  bye-laws  of  1883.  Would  that  had 
)een  so,  for  then  ro  ill  would  have  been  done. 
But,  a'ack:  our  friend  has  proved  a  veritable 
“  King  Stork,”  and  I  should  greatly  like  to  know 
the  Jove  (?)  by  whom  he  was  instructed  to  so 
trouble  and  spoil  cur  placid  if  not  very  produc¬ 
tive  waters. 

^**'*’’  to,  dispute  Mr. 

Wilhs-Bund’s  perhaps  unhiue  and  certainly 
masterly  acquaintance  with  the  Severn,  and  the 
best  rnethods  of  developing  its  important  salmon 
fisheries.  But  my  point  is  that  to  legislate  for 
any  particular  river  one  must  know  that  river  as 
thoroughly  as  Mr.  Willis-Bund  knows  the  Severn. 

J  hat  he  does  not  know  the  Thames,  or  that 
those  who  instructed  him  do  not  know  it  (in  the 
fc'ense  in  which  I  am  writing),  is  curiously  evi¬ 
denced  on  many  pages  of  his  draft.  Here  are  a 
lew  cases  in  point,  besides  the  great  question  of 
unheemsed  netting  with  more  destructive  engines, 
to  which  sufficient  attention  has  been  drawn ; 

(ct )  Hie  abolition  of  the  licence  which  the 
conservators  can  at  present  grant  to  persons  other 
than  owners  of  private  fisheries,  to  take  fish  for 
scientific  purposes,  i.e.,  fish-culture.”  (These  are 
the  words  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  article  of 
Dec.  31).  Nothing  can  be  more  important  than 
the  retention  of  the  old  clause  in  this  respect.  I 
have  myself  assisted  in  saving  millions  of  Thames 
perch  ova  from  destruction,  and  bringing  them 
into  active  and  healthy  life ;  and  for  a  tong  time 
I  have  “  had  my  eye  on  ”  a  scheme  by  which  I 
know,  were  the  modest  working  capital  necessary 
forthcoming,  the  indigenous  Thames  trout  might 
be  vastly  increased,  at  a  cheap  rate,  by  the  usual 
means  of  cultivation,  instead  of  nearly  all  the 
spawn  of  these  noble  fish  being  destroyed,  as  is 
now  unhappily  the  case,  by  various  natural  and 
artificial  enemies. 

(6  )  The  refusal  of  the  unanimous  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  experts  to  prohibit  the  netting  (for  the 
pot)  of  flooded  meadows,  creeks,  backwaters,  &c. 
Only  those,  who,  like  myself,  have  often  helped 
net  out  and  return  to  the  river  the  thousands  of 
nsD  leffc  oil  the  land,  and  in  ditches,  &c.,  after  a 
Hood,  and  in  the  removal  of  gravid  pike— which 
wd?  find  their  way  up  any  shallow  creek  or 
ditch  to  spawn  (or  rather  to  be  “wired  out,”  if 
not  looked  after),  can  tell  what  this  means. 

(c.)  The  retention  of  the  bad  old  bye-laws  as  to 
the  use  of  night-lines,  by  private  owners,  during 
the  fence  seasons. 

(d )  Eel  Baskets  and  Cast'  Nets. — Here  I  en- 
tiieiy  agree  with  George  Lumsden,  of  Hatchet, 
ill  tholisha/g  Gazette  of  the  7th  inst.  But  even 
that  old  hand  **  does  not  refer  to  one  of  the 
stiongest  proofs  of  non-acquaintance  with  the 
subject,  'which  is  afforded  by  the  entirely  un- 
asked  omission  (so  far  as  anyone  has  been  in¬ 
formed)  of  the  all-important  words  in  the 
present  definition  of  a  cast  net,  viz ,  “  sack  or 
purse  not  more  than  six  inches  in  depth.”  I 
remember,  as  though  it  were  yesterday'^,  the 
emphasis  laid  on  this  point  at  a  conference  in 
proparatory  to  the  framin" 
of  the  1883  bye-laws,  by  my  veteran  friend,  Mn 
1  lurnmer,  of  Monkey  Island.  He  clearly  pointed 
out  then  that  the  depth  of  the  purse,  and  not  the 
diameter  of  Ih?  “  '  . 
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or  falling  to  take  good-sized  fish,  or  cast  net 
poaching,  and  it  was  through  our  efforts  that 
these  words  were  inserted.  Now,  forsooth,  the 
safeguard  is  to  be  abrogated  “  without  rhyme 
or  reason  !  ” 

(e.)  Thank  goodness  “trailing”  is  to  be  pro¬ 
hibited,  for  which  relief  much  thanks ;  but  why 
in  the  name  of  common  sense  are  the  still  worse 
practices  of  live  and  dead  gorge  fishing  (quite  as 
earnestly  protested  against  by  true  anglers)  not 
included  in  the  condemnation  P 
(/.)  AVorming  for  Trout.— This  “most  damn¬ 
able  trick  is  apparently  still  to  be  allowed,  in 
spite  of  the  earnest  appeal  of  the  Reading  confer¬ 
ence  ;  and  here  I  must  enter  my  strongest  protest. 
Surely  the  lordly  and  even  yet  none  too  plentiful 
Thames  trout  deserves  at  any  rate  better  pro¬ 
tection  than  to  be  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  “worming”  rascal.  It  makes  one’s  “flesh 
creep.”  Good  anglers  again  ignored  without  any 
reason. 

ig.)  Fence  Seasons.— Opinions  differ  on  this 
question,  and  space  will  not  permit  me  to  enlaro-e 
upon  it.  But  why  has  the  latter  end  of  the  trout 
season  been  curtailed  ten  days,  no  oue  having 
ever  suggested  it  ?  Certainly  Thames  trout  are 
always  then  in  perfect  condition. 

(h.)  Sizes  of  Fish. — Here,  once  more,  the 
sought-for  advice  is  ignored,  except  as  to  barbel. 

I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  the  Richmond  and  the 
Oxford  societies  are  at  last  “going  in”  for  a  9in. 
perch  a  point  I  have  strenuously  advocated 
with  the  members  of  the  Reading  Association  for 
rnany  years.  By  no  other  means  can  a  good  head 
of  these  grand  fish  once  more  be  restored  to  the 
ihames.  By  the  way,  speaking  of  sizes,  no  one 
favours  all  due  protection  of  trout  more  than  I 
do,  but  I  think  16in.  (the  present  size,  and  prac¬ 
tically  representing  a  21b.  fish)  sufficient. 

(i.)  Chub  for  Bait!— Surely  Mr.  AVillis-Bund 
can  have  no  idea  whatever  of  the  number  of 
anglers  who  look  upon  the  chub  as  a  fish  to  be 
preserved  when  he  includes  them  (again  unasked  !) 
among  the  bait  fish.  I  can  speak  with  the  more 
freedom  on  this  point  as,  personally,  I  have 
rather  a  poor  opinion  of  “  Mr.  Loggerhead  ”  as  a 
sport-giving  fish,  and  could  “a  tale  unfold”  of 
his  marvellously  destructive  capacity  among  the 
spawn  and  brood  of  infinitely  more  valuable 
denizens  of  our  noble  stream.  But  this  is  as 
strong  an  instance  as  one  could  have  of  the  reck- 
less  disregard  of  public  opinion.  In  the  matter 
of  chub  preservation  I  cheerfully  bow  to  the 
views  of  the  majority.  Is  it  too  much  to  ask 
that  the  conservators  should  meet  those  views  in 
the  same  spirit  ? 

(b.)  I  heartily  concur  in  all  that  has  been  said 
ol  the  grievous  wrong  done  the  Thames  fisheries, 
by  the  reckless  navigation  of  steam  launches, 
during  tu6  fence  season,  and  the  early  summer. 
Once  more  is  all  practical  advice  ignored ! 
Action,  prompt  and  decisive,  is  needed. 

Should  the  Thames  Conservators  prove  not  to  be 
amenable  to  reason,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  suggest 
that  the  oversight  of  the  Thames  Fisheries  should 
be  removed  from  the  board,  leaving  that  excellent 
body  full  control  of  the  navigation,  and  the 
management  of  the  fisheries  vested  in  a  totally 
distinct  board.  This  letter,  I  feel,  has  already  run 
to  an  morumate  length,  though  I  have  tried  to  be 
as  concise  as  possible.  Possibly,  with  the  editor’s 
permission,  I  may  return  to  the  subject  last  men¬ 
tioned  on  another  occasion. 

^  One  thing  is  clear :  If  the  views  of  those  who 
have  the  true  interests  of  Thames  anglers  at 
heart,  and  who  have  so  long  and  ably  proved  their 
zeal  in  the  good  cause,  are  to  be  over-ridden 
they  will  at  last  “throw  up  the  sponge  ”  in  disgust! 
and  then — woe  to  the  Thames  as  an  angling  resort 
for  ever. — Yours  obediently, 

Arthuk  0.  Butler, 

Vice  President  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Association. 


A  BIG  STURGEON. 


Sir,— It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  a  large 
sturgeon  was  on  view  here  a  few  days  ago.  Its 
given  as  350  kilogrammes  —  sayq 
('701b.  It  was  alive  and  kept  in  a  wooden  tank, 
the  water  being  constantly  bailed  out  and  returned 
to  the  tank  to  keep  it  fresh. 

Hie  fish  was  caught  by  means  of  nets  in  the 
Danube  in  Hungary,  and  transported  by  rail  to 
Vienna. 

I  had  no  means  of  verifying  the  weight,  but  I 
toox  the  length,  which  was  10ft.  5iu.  from  snout 
to  tail. — I  am,  &c.  ■yy 


“  THE  ROSSES,”  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  query  of 
“  G.  E.  S.,”  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  6,  as  to  best  flies 
tor  sea  trout  for  the  above  district,  I  may  say  that 
Teal  and  Black,  Orange  Grouse,  Green  Grouse 
Mallard  and  Black,  Mallard  and  Claret,  Mallard 
and  Blue,  are  fairly  standard  flies.  All  should  be 
tied  small,  as  large  flies  are  no  good.  Mr. 
Haynes,  tackle-maker,  of  Cork,  makes  a  speciality 
01  niea  for  these  lakes.  I  have  not  personally  e;oc 
any  from  him. 

Fine  tackle  is,  in  my  opinion,  indispensable,  as 
the  sea  fish  are  very  fickle  risers. — Yours  faith- 

H.  A.  Paley. 

Lancaster.  - 

AVANTED,  FISHY  LANTERN-SLIDES. 

Sir,— Can  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  tell 
me  where  I  could  hire  first-class  slides  for  lime¬ 
light  lantern.  Subjects,  freshwater  fishes  ;  also 
humourous  and  other  angling  scenes. —  Yours 

>  C.  S.  B.  ’ 


PROPOSED  INTRODUCTION  OF  AMERI¬ 
CAN  PACIFIC  COAST  SALMON  INTO 
ENGLISH  AVATERS.— A  WARNING. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  River  Dee 
(England)  I  ishery  Board  of  Conservators  are 
purchasing  about  70,000  salmon  eggs  from  the 
Rhine,  Tweed,  &c.,  including  4000  from  the 
I  razer  River,  America.  Some  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago.  Sir  Rose  Price,  Bart.,  who  knows  the 
salmon  of  the  Pacific  Coast  of  America  well, 
made  a  vigorous  protest  in  our  columns  against 
the  inti’oduction  of  the  Pacific  Coast  salmon,  or 
balnio  guinnat ;  he  said  it  W'as  in  no  respect  so 
good  as  our  Salmo  salar,  and  was  very  much 
subject  to  a  frightful  disease,  apparently  a  very 
bad  form  of  saprolegnia  ferax.  If  he  sees  this 
note,  we  hope  he  will  give  his  opinion  on  this 
proposed  introduction  of  salmon  from  British 
Columbia. 


Tue  Deeside  hatchery  is  again  in  full  workiim 
order,  and  the  full  complement  of  ova  deposited 
on  the  grills.  It  was  reported  that  the  Deeside 
I  ishery  Board  had  resolved  to  restock  the  Durris 
hatchery,  which  they  leased  for  experimental 
purposes  last  year.  This  is  not  the  case.  Their 
own  new  hatchery  at  Drum  is  quite  sufficient, 
and  hp  accommodation  for  a  million  ova.  The 
plant  in  the  Durris  hatchery  was  bought  by  Mr. 
Geo.  Duncan,  Fishery  Inspector,  for  an  old  song. 
Hence  the  grounds  for  the  rumour. 


cast  net,  controlled  the  taking 


SOCIETY  FOR  THE  PROMOTION  OF 
READING  OF  PAPERS. 

Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  would 
^low  me  to  state,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  that  my  address  is  now  92,  Avon- 
dale-square.  Old  Kent-road,  where  all  communi¬ 
cations  relating  to  the  Society  for  Promoting  the 
Reading  of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs  should  be 
addressed.— Yours  very  faithfully, 

Arthur  R.  Matthews,  Hon.  Sec. 


A  Good  Pedestrian.—  ' One  morning,  in  Glen- 
orchy.  Prof.  AA^ilson  (‘Christopher  North’) 
started  out  early  to  fish  in  Loch  Toila.  Its 
nearest  point  was  13  miles  from  his  lodging.  On 
reaching  it,  and  unscrewing  the  butt-end  of  his 
fishing-rod  to  get  the  top,  he  found  he  had  for- 
ptten  It.  Nothing  daunted,  he  walked  back, 
breakfasted,  made  his  rod  complete,  and  walked 
again  to  Loch  loila.  All  the  long  summer  day 
he  fished,  a;D.d  after  suuset  started  for  home  with 
a  full  basket.  Feeling  somewhat  fatigued,  and 
passing  a  familiar  farmhouse,  he  stopped  to  ask 
for  food.  It  was  near  midnight,  and  he  roused 
the  family  from  bed.  The  mistress  brought  him 
a  full  bottle  of  whiskey  and  a  can  of  milk.  He 
poured  half  the  whiskey  into  half  the  milk,  and 
drank  it  off  at  a  draught.  While  his  hostess  was 
still  staring  in  amazement,  he  poured  thereraain- 
ing  milk  and  whiskey  together,  and  finished  the 
mixture.  He  then  proceeded  homeward,  haviu" 
performed  a  journey  of  over  fifty-two  miles.’’— 
Barnsley  Chronicle. 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  JSNGLERS. 


The  “Society  with  the  long  name”  met  after  the 
Christmas  holidays  on  Friday  night,  at  the  Citizen, 
Houndsditch,  when  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts  presided,  and 
was  supported  by  a  good  attendance  of  the  committee. 
The  following  are  the  latest  papers  to  be  read  under  the 
society’s  auspices  :  Tuesday,  Jan.  31,  “  An  Angling  Tour 
through  the  United  Kingdom,”  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrnbsole, 
the  Eagle  Angling  Club,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham ; 
Feb.  7,  “  Angling  Scenes  and  Places,”  Mr.  J.  F.  Bursill, 
Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street ;  and  Feb.  21,  “  Trout  and  Trout  Fishing,” 
Mr.  Hoyle,  Silver  Trout  Club,  Bedford  Head,  Maiden- 
lane,  Strand.  Mr.  McDermott  has  been  asked,  and  has 
consented,  to  lecture  on  “Roach  and  Roach  Fishing” 
before  the  members  of  the  Tonbridge  Angling  Society, 
and  it  is  expected  that  he  will  be  accompanied  by  several 
other  members  of  his  own  society. 


Three  more  new  members  were  elected  at  the  meeting 
on  Friday  night  of  the  society  with  the  long  name. 
Long  may  they  remain  as  such. 


“  A  JACK  in  the  swim  1  ”  is  a  cry  one  very  often  hears 
on  the  river  bank,  but  it  is  seldom  that  a  real  live 
piorker  takes  to  the  water  and  smms  up  to  one’s  float. 
Such  an  incident,  however,  happened  the  other  day  at 
Bures.  Suddenly  a  terrible  babel  of  squeals  and 
grunts  arose,  and  before  an  alarmed  angler,  who  was 
calmly  roach  fishing  and  smoking  the  pipe  of  peace, 
could  turn  round,  a  pig  dashed  right  in,  and  swam 
towards  him.  It  was  a  case  of  a  pig  in  the  swim  this 
time,  and  no  roach  for  an  hour  afterwards.  I  should 
add  that  piggie  safely  reached  the  opposite  bank  without 
encountering  a  fresh-water  shark  (sharks  dearly  love 
pork),  and  in  a  series  of  grunts  expressed  thanks  for 
his  deliverance.  _ 

The  following  are  a  few  phrases  used  by  anglers  :  A 
good  shop,  a  pea  soup  colour,  in  a  dirty  condition, 
tonker,  boncer,  whopper,  pilumper,  broke  up,  smashed 
up,  hung  up,  felt  him,  got  him,  had  him,  caught  him, 
nipped  him,  bite,  touch,  nibble,  knock. 


I  AM  glad  to  see  that  the  hint  I  threw  out  in  this 
column  a  fortnight  ago  as  to  why  there  should  not  bo 
one  Anglers’  Association  for  London  instead  of  two, 
has  not  escaped  attention.  Mr.  Chambers,  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  hopes  that  I  shall  a"ain 
refer  to  the  subject,  and  press  it  upon  those  who  indulge 
in  fishing,  and  I  have  had  many  talks  with  anglers 
regarding  this  much  to  be  desired  amalgamation. 
Needless  to  state,  they  have  all  favoured  such  a  con¬ 
dition  of  affairs,  and  some  say  it  cannot  fail  to  soon 
become  an  accomplished  fact.  Just  so  ;  the  members 
of  the  two  associations  have  shown  that  they  can  work 
together  harmoniously  enough,  and  I  believe  that  the 
happy  event  “  the  formation  of  one  powerful,  united, 
and  grand  body  of  London  anglers — will,  before  long, 
be  mutually  agreed  upon.  I  am  assured,  on  the  best 
authority,  that  for  some  time  now  there  has  been  a 
tendency  to  lean  in  that  direction,  but  that  neither  of 
the  associations  up  to  the  present  have  cared  to  take 
the  initial  step  officially.  Sooner  or  later  they  will 
take  each  other  by  the  hand,  and  then,  indeed,  will  the 
London  anglers  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  their 
organisation  and  power— a  power  which,  if  it  existed 
to-day,  could  make  itself  felt,  even  when  confronted  by 
the  Riparian  General  and  all  his  hosts.  Let  ns  not 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  even  in  angling  that  unity  is 
strength. 


A  PIKE  of  2Gin.  has  recently  been  picked  up  in  the 
Thames,  near  Surly  Hall,  with  a  barbel  of  18in.  sticking 
in  its  throat. 


The  club-room  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling 
Society  was  crowded  on  Wednesday  night,  when  Mr. 
J.  P.  Wheeldon  lectured  on  the  “  Science  of  Angling.” 
The  well-known  angler  was  supported  by  Mr.  A.  Jardino, 
of  pike  fame,  and  who  made  a  most  interesting  speech 
in  seconding  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  reader.  Mr. 
Jardino  also  promised  to  read  a  paper  at  the  club 
shortly.  As  for  Mr.  Wheeldon’s  paper,  it  was  really 
grand  ;  and  embraced,  in  poetical  language,  scenes  and 
incidents  which  the  angler  loves  to  hear  talked  about 
and  to  meet  by  the  river  side.  The  paper  was  the  same  as 
Mr.  Wheeldon  read  before  the  Mayor  of  Brighton,  and 
the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society.  I  should  add  that 
Mr.  R.  Turnham  presided  over  the  proceedings  bn 
AVednesday  night.  _ 

A  JACK  of  111b.,  very  much  injured,  has  been  caught 
in  the  Lea  this  week  by  a  boy,  at  Waltham  Abbey. 


AIb.  R.  Mudd  holds  the  silver  cup  up  to  the  present 
in  the  competition  promoted  by  the  New  Albion  Pisca- 
torials.  At  yesterday’s  outing,  at  Christchurch,  ho  had 
the  three  best  roach.  Air.  J.  Read  being  second,  and  Mr. 
AV.  F.  Grimmet  third.  The  visitor’s  prize  was  won  by 
Mr.  Brown,  of  the  Brompton  Angling  Society.  Air.  J. 
Read,  with  a  roach  of  llbfljoz.,  took  the  specimen  prize. 
The  party  weighed-in  IGSlb.  lO.joz.  of  fish. 

Goosequill. 
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FRIENDLY  ANGLERS’  SOCIETY. 

The  fifty-first  annual  dinner  of  this  society  took  place 
in  the  Crown  Room  at  the  Freemason’s  Tavern,  Great 
Queen-street,  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  presided  over 
by  Air.  C.  H.  AVoodall,  supported  in  the  vice-chair  by 
Air.  H.  O’Callaghan.  The  members  who  officiated  as 
stewards  were  Air.  F.  Berry,  M.  AV.  Bloxham,  Air.  H. 
Calcutt,  and  Air.  H.  G.  Young,  the  general  arrange¬ 
ments  being  effectually  carried  out  by  the  energetic 
secretary,  Mr.  AV.  Aleakin,  and  amongst  the  large 
attendance  of  members  and  friends,  about  eighty  in  all, 
there  wore,  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned, 
Alessrs.  G.  Newson,  AV.  Aleakin  (secretary),  F.  W. 
Howard  (treasurer),  Dougworth,  Hawkins,  W.  Griffin, 
C.  J.  Hill,  George  Palmer,  AV.  H.  Brougham,  E.  S.  Shrub- 
solo,  F.  Alitchell,  AV.  Hodgkinson,  S.  Peat,  Brownsword, 
AV.  H.  Brewer,  J.  AV.  Nicholson,  H.  E.  Blackley,  F. 
Smith,  F.  G.  Shoiiherd.  Packe,  &c.  A  very  excellent 
dinner  was  placed  on  the  table,  and  well  served  up. 
After  the  loyal  toast  had  been  drunk  with  great 
cordiality,  the  chairman  gave  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
“  The  Friendly  Anglers,”  and,  in  doing  so,  remarked  that 
last  year  was  the  jubilee  of  the  society,  and  they  were 
now  getting  into  maturity.  They  had  to  regret  the  loss 
of  some  of  their  members,  but  that  loss  was  fully  made 
up  by  the  initiation  of  new  ones,  and  he  could  heartily 
congratulate  them  on  the  Friendly  Anglers  occupying  a 
good  position  in  the  angling  world.  He  then  proceeded 
to  read  over  the  list  of  prize-winners  of  the  past  year, 
and,  in  doing  so,  made  some  plea.sant  remarks  in  con¬ 
nection  with  each.  Air.  Craggs  was  the  greatest  prize¬ 
winner,  having  taken  prizes  amounting  to  ,£8  18s.  6d.,  in¬ 
cluding  a  silver  cup;  Air.  R.  L.  Pugh,  .£G  Gs.  ;  Mr. 
Shepherd,  .iSG  Is.,  including  a  silver  cup  ;  Air.  Dongworth 
and  Air.  Prank  Griffin,  .£4  I  ts.  Gd.  each  ;  Mr.  Palmer  and 
Air.  Holland,  .£3  3s.  each  ;  Mr.  G.  Newson  and  Air.  Cal- 
cutt,  each  .£2 12s.  Gd. ;  Mr.  Howard,  ^62  ‘2s. ;  Air.  Hart  and 
Mr.  O’Calloghan,  ^61 11s.  Gd.  each ;  Mr.  Aleaking,  Air.  Gif¬ 
ford,  Mr.  H.  Calcutt  and  Air.  Henderson,  £1  Is.  each  :  and 
Air.  F.  Berry  the  consolation  prize  for  making  the  greatest 
number  of  shows  without  taking  a  prize.  Amongst  the 
perch  shown  by  Air.  R.L.  Pugh,  whoso  absence,  on  account 
of  family  affliction,  was  deeply  regretted,  was  one  of 
31b.  Goz.,  and  another  of  31b.  12oz.  In  referring  to  the 
quantity  of  fish  weighed-in  last  year,  the  chairman 
observed  it  was  very  little  different  to  the  previous 
year,  which  was  12201b.,  compared  with  12371b.,  but 
there  was  a  great  falling  off  in  barbel  and  bream.  In 
1801  2021b.  of  barbel  were  brought  up,  and  in  1802  only 
GOlb.  In  1891  3081b.  of  bream  had  been  shown,  and  in 
1892  only  G91b.,  the  same  as  barbel.  He  considered  one 
of  the  causes  of  this  declension  was  the  excessive  speed 
of  steam  launches.  He  then  called  upon  them  to  drink 
success  to  the  society,  “  I’oot  and  branch,”  which  was 
enthusiastically  responded  to.— Air.  S.  Callaghan,  the 
vice-chairman,  gave  the  double  toast  of  “  The  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,”  coupled  with  the  name 
of  Mr.  AV.  H.  Brougham,  and  “  The  Press,”  coupled  with 
the  name  of  Air.  E.  S.  Shrnbsole,  and  in  doing  so 
referred  especially  to  the  work  done  by  the  Preservation 
Society,  for  which  he  wished  great  prosperity. — Mr. 
AV.  H.  Brougham,  in  his  reply,  referred  to  the  proposed 
new  bye-laws,  which,  at  the  present  time,  were  fully 
occupying  the  attention  of  the  anglers,  and  whilst 
remarking  he  had  not  heard  one  favourable  opinion, 
he  felt  sure,  from  his  experience  of  the  conservators, 
the  Board  would  endeavour  to  meet  their  wishes.  He 
was  glad  to  say  his  society  was  at  the  present  time  in  a 
satisfactory  position,  and  hoped  to  be  spared  a  little 
longer  to  work  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of  anglers.— 
Air.  B.  S.  bhrubsole  replied  for  “  The  Press.”— Mr.  George 
Newson  proposed  “  The  Visitors,”  who  he  was  always 
glad  to  see  on  these  occasions,  as  they  not  only 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  dinner,  but 
some  of  them  afterwards  became  members.  Their 
number  was  limited  to  sixty  members,  but  they 
were  always  _  pleased  to  have  others  ready  to  fill 
up  any  vacancies.  Air.  Pallant,  whose  name  was  coupled 
with  the  toast,  said  he  was  always  delighted  to  come 
amongst  them  as  a  visitor,  and  wished  the  club  every 
prosperity.  Ho  was  not  a  professional  fisherman,  but  he 
did  a  little  as  an  amateur.  Ho  referred  to  one  day  he 
had  last  year  in  the  Upper  Thames,  when  a  party  of 
them  went  up  in  a  house-boat.  He  was  the  only  one  who 
caught  a  fish,  and  that  was  one  of  the  smallest  he  had 
ever  seen,  and,  considering  the  solids  and  fluids  they  had 
indulged  in,  that  fish  must  have  cost  them  £16.  In  the 
name  of  the  visitors  he  thanked  them  for  the  toast. 
Air.  F.  Berry,  in  giving  the  toast  of  “  The  Chairman.” 
humorously  referred  to  his  first  acquaintance  with  Air. 
AA’oodhall,  and,  in  those  early  days,  he  remembered 
bringing  up  a  few  splendid  dace  from  the  Colne,  which 
were  the  admiration  of  all  present,  when  later  on  the 
chairman  came  in  with  a  basket  or  bag  containing  two 
salmon  of  IGlb.  each,  and  one  of  Sib.,  which  put  him 
quite  in  the  shade.  Since  then,  however,  tliey  had  been 
the  best  of  friends,  and  there  was  no  brighter  name  in 
the  records  of  the  Friendly  Anglers  than  that  of  their 
chairman,  whose  health  he  asked  them  cordially  to 
drink,  which  w'as  most  heartily  responded  to.  Air.  C.  H. 

AA’ oodhall  expressed  his  thanks  for  their  cordial  reception 
of  his  name,  and  his  desire  was  to  do  the  best  he  could 
for  the  interests  of  the  club.  It  was  a  great  proof  the 
members  were  not  talkers  but  doers  in  a  referenee  to 
their  prize  list.  Air.  Nicholson  gave  the  “  Vice-Chair,” 
which  was  responded  to.  and  the  only  other  toasts  were 
“The  Officers”  and  “The  Stewards.”  There  was  an 
excellent  selection  of  music  interspersing  the  toasts, 
under  the  direction  of  Air.  James  Kift.  The  singing  of 
Air.  T.  King  gave  much  satisfaction,  as  also  that  of 
Air.  J.  Budd,  Air.  Sidney  Anning,  Air.  Brownsword, 
Air.  Knowles,  and  Air.  Kift.  Air.  Creswick,  for  his 
banjo  solo,  received  great  applause. 


Stray  Casts  from  the  North.— The  “  Eleventh  ” 
of  February  is  regarded  among  anglers  with  much  the 
same  interest  as  the  “Twelfth”  of  August  among  the 
devotees  to  the  festival  of  “  King  Grouse,”  and  for 
weeks  before  the  opening  day  the  prospects  of  sport  are 
keenly  discussed.  Many  a  visit  is  made  to  the  riverside 
amongst  the  slush  and  snow,  and  the  lower  pools  are 
narrowly  watched  to  catch  the  first  glimpse  of  a  spring 
beauty.  The  water  bailiffs  at  the  Brig  o’  Cults  perform 
a  double  duty.  They  are  on  the  look  out  for  the  “  Salmo 
salar  ”  and  the  “Salmo  poacher,”  who  would  not  bo 
slow  to  make  “  hay  while  the  sun  shines  ”  and  get  a  haul 
for  the  opening  day  when  his  gains  are  worth  running 
some  risks  for.  Few  fish  have  as  yet  passed  this  coign 
of  vantage,  but  that  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  as  the 
temperature  of  the  river  has  been  anything  but  favour¬ 
able  for  fish  running.  The  sight  of  ascending  fish  with 
the  first  floods  of  the  year  is  sometimes  truly  marvellous. 
AVhen  the  shallow  fords  get  deep  enough  with  the 
rising  flood  they  make  a  dash  over  it  in  their  thousands, 
lashing  the  water  into  a  foam  with  their  tails,  and 
creating  a  noise  like  a  stampede  of  cavalry.  The  first 
floods  of  January  usually  witness  those  sights  when  a 
head  of  fish  are  in  the  tide  way  waiting  for  the  moving 
of  the  waters.  It  is  on  these  shallows  that  the  greatest 
mortality  takes  place  by  salmon  being  struck  with  the 
thousands  of  cakes  of  floating  ice,  and  lots  of  fine  fish 
fall  victims  to  their  own  imi)etuosity  every  spring. 
Last  year  and  the  previous  one,  fish  were  got  on  the 
opening  day  on  the  Glentana  and  Ballater  reaches. 
January  was  an  open  month  almost  all  through,  and  fine 
running  waters  prevailed.  This  year  has  been  a  season 
of  frost,  bringing  the  spawning  seas.n  in  its  later  stages 
to  an  abortive  close,  and  as  yet  very  few  favourable 
conditions  for  an  early  head  of  fish  being  found  far 
inland  on  the  Dee  have  presented  themselves.  The 
fresh  of  Tuesday  was  short  lived.  Y et  the  river  cleared 
itself  considerably  with  the  rise  whicli  took  place,  and  a 
minor  flood  at  this  time  is  much  more  preferable  than  a 
raging  torrent.  Although  the  prospects  may  not  bo 
bright  as  yet,  still,  they  cannot  at  this  early  date  bo 
ehalked  down  as  gloomy.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  past  two  seasons  were  exceptionally  mild  ones,  and 
that  the  present  is  not  worse  than  a  normal  season  un¬ 
less  the  next  few  weeks  be  as  stormy  as  tlie  preceding 
few  have  been. — The  commonty  water  has  been  let  by 
Dr.  Farquharson,  AI.P.,  till  the  middle  of  Alay.— The 
young  laird  of  Invercauld  was  married  in  London  on 
Alonday.  Ho  owns  a  longer  stretch  of  the  Deo  than  any 
other  laird,  and  draws  a  rental  from  his  shootings  and 
fishings  of  over  .£4900.  The  Invercauld  Ballater  fish¬ 
ings  attached  to  the  hotel  have  been  the  most  productive 
of  sport  of  any  hotel  fishery  in  the  north  of  Scotland  for 
some  years  back,  while  the  Invercauld  private  fishings 
have  yielded  excellent  sport  in  early  summer  and 
autumn.  The  fish  in  autumn  are  mostly  red  with  an 
occasional  silvery  bay,  but  they  are  not  autumn  fish  in 
the  true  sense,  yet.  last  season  autumn  fish  wore  got 
near  by  there  some  sixty  miles  from  the  sea. — Dod. 

Dumfries  Cairn  Anglers.— 'Ihe  annual  meeting  of 
anglers  who  take  an  interest  in  the  promotion  of  legiti¬ 
mate  angling  in  the  Cairn,  and  the  protection  of  it.s 
waters  from  poachers,  met  in  Greyfriars  Hall  on  Friday 
night.  The  vice-president.  Air.  Irving  Edgar,  presided 
in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  president.  The 
annual  report,  which  was  submitted  to  the  meeting, 
stated  that  the  season  unfortunately  resembled  its  four 
predecessors  in  being  cold,  with  long  continued  east 
winds.  To  this  was  attributed  the  somewliat  decreased 
membership  and  a  falling  off  in  the  good  sport.  It  was 
hoped  that  this  year  a  considerable  accession  of  member¬ 
ship  would  bo  the  means  of  extinguishing  a  deficit  in  the 
accounts.  Reports  from  the  different  stretches  of  the 
Cairn  agreed  that  the  river  contained  a  grand  stock  of 
trout,  and  with  favourable  weather  during  the  present 
season,  good  sport  was  anticipated.  The  river  had  been 
thoroughly  staked,  and  the  watching  was  very 
efficiently  done.  Thanks  to  the  proprietors  were  jiassod 
for  entrusting  their  waters  to  the  management.  Mr. 
Johnston  and  Dr.  Alatthias  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
report.  The  Rev.  Air.  AIcKinnon  and  Air.  Edgar  were 
re-appointed  presidents.  Air.  S.  Brown  secretary,  and 
Air.  James  Herries  treasurer.  It  was  agreed  to  open 
the  season  on  Alarch  1,  and  close  on  September  30,  the 
same  as  last  year. — AVm.  AVright. 

The  Drainage  of  the  River  Nene.— At  a  meeting 
of  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council  last  week.  Air. 
Dnlley,  of  AVelling borough,  according  to  motion,  brought 
forward  his  motion  calling  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  the  state  of  the  Isene,  which  is  alike  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  anglers  and  navigation.  He  moved, 

^  ’That  this  Council  is  of  opinion  that  the  general  con¬ 
dition  of  the  river  Nene  is  un.satisfactory  both  for  drain¬ 
age  and  navigatioii  purposes,  and  that  a  committee  of 
five  members  of  this  Council  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
other  local  authorities  who  had  expressed  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  take  steps  in  the  matter.”  The  subject  did  not 
come  before  the  Council  until  late  in  the  day,  when 
many  of  the  members  had  left,  so  that  Air.  Dulley  said 
ho  would  postpone  his  proposition,  and  this  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Council.  This  seems  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  it,  and  can  only  hope  the 
matter  will  be  thoroughly  discussed. — J.  C.  AVootton. 

“Imperial”  Silver  Cup  Competition.— Result 
up  to  date  :  Air.  R.  H.  Alorris  (Battersea  Friendly), 
Jan.  15,  12  ;  Jan,  22,  12  ;  total  number  of  points,  24.. 
Air.  J.  ^V.  Biggs  (Funny  Folks),  Jan.  15,  11 ;  Jan.  22] 
13—24.  Air.  G.  Lang  (St.  George’s),  .Ian.  15,  11;  Jan. 
22,  13—24.  Air.  A.  Richards  (Burton  Piscatorials),  Jan. 
15,  14;  Jan.  22,  5  19.  Air.  .1.  AVheelhouso  (Black- 
friars),  Jan.  15,  3-3.  Air.  J.  AA'igloy  (Rodney),  Jan. 
22,  2 — 2.  Air.  G.  AA''.  Alarsh  (Dalston),  Jan.  ‘22,  2—2. — 
John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 
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Ipcovinclal  IRotes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  at 
the  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  president  said  that 
the  meeting  had  been  convened  for  the  purpose  of  again 
taking  into  consideration  the  date  of  the  association’s 
annual  dinner,  and,  after  some  discussion,  it  was  decided 
to  alter  the  date  to  Wednesday,  Eeb.  22,  Messrs. 
Dance  and  Coles  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  a  new 
society,  held  at  the  New  Inn,  Albion-road,  Greet.  This 
society  was  formed  at  the  latter  part  of  last  year,  and 
now,  having  got  into  thorough  working  order,  they 
applied  to  the  association  for  affiliation.  The  club 
numbers  at  present  about  thirty  members,  but  in  all 
probability  they  will  greatly  increase  their  membership 
to  double  this  number  before  long,  as  they  are  situated 
right  away  from  any  other  affiliated  society.  The 
report  was  adopted,  and  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Willock, 
which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Hughes,  the  club  was 
accepted  into  the  association  upon  the  usual  payment 
of  the  entrance  fees,  &c.,  which  amounts  to  £4:  43. 
Mr.  Coles  gave  in  a  report  of  the  Severn  Board 
meeting,  and  urged  upon  the  clubs  interested  in  the 
Eiver  Avon  to  give  him  their  assistance  at  the  forthcom¬ 
ing  inquiry.  Any  information  would  be  gladly  received. 
The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  best  thanks  of  the 
committee  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Coles  for  his  services. 
Mr.  C.  Holloway  gave  in  a  notice  of  motion  to  the  effect 
that  the  Birmingham  annual  subscription  should  be 
raised  twopence  per  member  per  annum  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  a  fund  for  the  preserving  of  specimen  fish 
caught  by  the  members.  This  concluded  the  business 
of  the  meeting. 

All  our  rivers  and  canals,  together  with  the  pools,  are 
open  for  fishing,  and  all  the  waters  are  reported  to  be  in 
first-class  condition.  The  Severn  is  in  grand  condition, 
and,  during  the  past  few  days,  anglers  have  been  seen  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Highley  and  Hampton  Lode.  The 
perch  and  chub  are  biting  freely  just  about  here,  and 
some  very  decent  baskets  have  been  secured.  A  few 
decent  fish,  chiefly  chub,  have  been  taken  from  Lincomb 
Look.  Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Avon  since  the 
late  frost,  but  now  that  the  weather  has  taken  a  change, 
many  of  our  anglers  will  embrace  the  opportunity  of 
getting  out. 

When  clubs  rent  water  they  should  be  very  careful  to 
see  that  the  agreement  is  drawn  up  properly,  and  that  a 
clause  should  be  inserted  that  the  water  should  be  for 
the  use  of  the  club  “  for  all  purposes.”  If  the  Belmont 
Society  had  thought  of  this  when  they  took  Mose¬ 
ley  New  Pool,  they  would  have  been  near  upon  ^@150 
better  off  at  the  present  time.  During  the  late  frost  the 

ool  has  been  frozen  over,  and  skating  on  the  pool  has 

een  all  the  rage.  The  club  thought  that  they  would 
have  the  benefit  of  this,  but  the  owner  of  the  pool 
stepped  in  at  the  eleventh  hour  and  claimed  this  right. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next  at 
the  headquarters,  when  Mr.  White’s  scheme  for  obta,in- 
ing  a  challenge  cup  for  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  will  be  discussed;  chair  taken  at  8.30 
prompt.  _ _ 

FROM  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  have  had  nice  angling  weather  this  week,  and 
sportsmen  have  taken  every  advantage  of  the  change. 
Last  Saturday,  in  a  three-mile  stretch  of  the  Forty- 
foot,  south  of  Donington  Bridge,  no  less  than  seven 
gentlemen  were  at  work  with  the  trolling  tackle,  three 
of  whom  were  visitors  to  the  district.  One  of  the  latter, 
a  Mr.  Taylor,  captured  the  best  pike  I  have  recorded 
this  season— a  twelve-pounder.  The  fish,  which  was  in 
splendid  condition,  died  most  gloriously,  taking  over 
half-an-hour  to  land.  It  measured  27in.  long  and 
was  about  15in.  in  girth.  Another  very  good  one,  VJlb., 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Kitchin,  and  Mr.  Pearson  got  one  over 
61b.  This  week  more  good  fish  have  been  secured  by 
Mr.  Kitchen,  who  was  very  successful  on  Tuesday, 
landing  three  fish,  ranging  from  31b.  to  61b.,  with  natural 
bait.  The  Forty-foot  is  just  now  in  grand  condition  for 
trolling  ;  the  water  has  run  down  to  its  normal  level,  and 
there  is  only  one  thing  (better  banks)  required  to  make 
the  river  the  best  pike  stream  in  the  district. 

From  the  Witham  satisfactory  reports  continue  to  be 
received.  In  the  reaches  about  Langrick  and  Stixwould 
Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  T.  Bengough  have  been  enjoying 
excellent  sport  since  the  disappearance  of  the  frost. 
Lower  down  the  river  towards  Lincoln,  Mr.  Haseldine 
caught  ten  fish  in  four  days,  weighing  altogether  just 
over  501b.  Mr.  Swan  has  also  done  well  near  Dogdyke. 
On  the  smaller  drains,  including  Vernatts  and  Hob- 
hole,  local  sportsmen  have  met  with  good  fish.  Mr. 
Hall’s  best  last  week  weighed  over  61b.,  and  he  took 
another  on  Tuesday  nearly  as  heavy.  Mr.  Green  also 
got  a  brace  of  pike  last  Saturday,  weighing  over  131b. 
the  pair. 

Owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  ice  on  the  Welland, 
anglers  were  notable  to  resume  operations  until  towards 
the  end  of  last  week.  About  Stamford  the  reports  are  to 
the  effect  that  good  bags  have  been  made,  but  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  recent  doing  of  sportsmen  on  the 
Market  Deeping  side. 

With  a  continuance  of  the  open  weather  there  will  be 
a  good  deal  of  pike  fishing  in  the  fens  during  the  next 
six  weeks. 


FROM  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Only  a  few  more  weeks  and  we  shall  be  once  more 
thrashing  the  Cain.  Poor  old  Coin  I  last  year  he  had  a 
hard  time  of  it,  and  -plenty  of  abuse  during  the  early 
weeks  of  the  trout  fishing  season,  for  the  weather  was 
bad,  and  there  was  but  little  sport.  Later  on,  however, 
those  who  happened  on  the  right  time  had  some  excel¬ 
lent  sport,  more  especially  during  the  May- fly,  when 
three  days,  specially  prognosticated  by  your  river 
reporter  (Piscator),  produced  from  the  Coin  upwards  of 
IJowt.  of  fine  trout.  Sport  that  I  should  think  was 
unsurpassed  on  any  public  stream  in  England.  Since 
that  time  the  Coin  has  hawi  a  thorough  good  rest,  for  last 
season,  there  being  no  season  tickets  issued,  we  had 
scarcely  half-a  dozen  rods  on  during  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September.  There  appeared  to  be  then  a 
nice  lot  of  young  trout  left  for  stock,  and  from  what  I 
have  already  seen  of  them  on  the  spawn  beds,  I  think 
the  Coin  will  keep  up  its  reputation  amongst  thorough 
fly-fishers.  It  is  certainly  not  much  use  for  duffers 
to  come  and  expect  to  kill  the  trout  anyhow  ;  it 
wants  skill  and  craft  of  the  highest  order  for  the 
generally  glassy  water  of  this  stream.  Seen  from 
the  town  oridge,  the  rising  fish  have  even  now 
been  quite  a  sight  in  the  warm  noon-tide  sun.  I 
recently  counted  upwards  of  twenty  brace  from  this 
spot :  taking  a  small  brown  dun,  a  little  lower  down, 
I  saw  on  the  graval  (that  a  sheet  might  have  covered) 
four  brace  that  must  have  averaged  nearly  IJlb.  ;  one  of 
them  was,  without  exception,  the  finest  trout  I  have  ever 
seen  in  or  out  of  the  Coin  ;  he  was  quite  half  a  yard 
long,  and,  I  should  think,  upwards  of  3ib.  in  weight.  I 
know  his  lay  at  present,  and  if  he  remains  in  the  same 
spot  until  April  1,  when  the  season  commen  ces  here,  I 
hope  to  have  the  first  shot  at  him.  He  will  take  some 
holding  on  the  light  Multum,  and  probably  a  small 
Olive  Dun  or  March  Brown.  I  am  sure  it  will  take  (hard 
up  as  I  am)  a  bit  of  gold  to  tempt  me  reveal  his  where¬ 
abouts,  except  it  is  to  some  of  our  very  best  men.  In 
Shy  Hole  and  Meg  there  appears  to  be  a  fair  show  of 
fish,  and  also  in  the  Callis.  The  stream  has  hem 
greatly  improved  in  places  by  the  lopping  and  clearing 
away  of  some  willows  that  overhung  the  stream,  and  non- 
waders  now  have  an  almost  uninterrupted  throw  from 
start  to  finish.  Although  the  discontinuance  of  season- 
tickets  has  caused  some  friction  amongst  purely  local 
men,  and  must  have  been  some  pounds  out  of  the  lessees’ 
pockets,  I  cannot  bat  think  that  it  has  been  very  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  stream,  and  hope  that  the  Coin  this  coming 
season,  with  its  pleasant  rural  surroundings,  may  be  as 
productive  of  sport,  health,  and  good  fellowship  as  in 
years  past. — Spliced  Joint. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Several  interesting  events  during  the  past  week  have 
kept  us  from  dwelling  too  much  on  our  position  of  idle¬ 
ness  in  angling  matters.  The  great  meeting  of  anglers 
at  the  Zoological  Gardens,  Manchester,  was  a  success, 
some  2.50  sat  down  to  the  dinner  previous  to  the  meeting, 
rather  too  many  some  think  ;  and,  by  the  clear  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  osteological  parts  of  the  joints,  it  would 
seem  that  the  guests  were  well  on  the  feed.  The  Eev. 
O.  P.  Roberts  presided  over  the  after  meeting,  which 
proved  a  most  interesting  one.  The  Royal  toast  was 
proposed  from  the  ckair  and  received  musical  honours. 
The  next,  that  of  success  to  angling,  was  entrusted^  to 
Mr.  E.  Burn,  who,  in  a  speech  marked  by  its  interesting 
character,  dealt  with  the  various  local  enterprises  in 
acquiring  and  stocking  waters.  The  following  gentle¬ 
men  replied  ;  Mr.  Johnson,  Manchester  ;  Mr.  Hawkes, 
Salford  ;  Mr.  Bedford,  Bolton  ;  Mr.  Stratter,  Oldham  ; 
Mr.  Drummond,  Stockport;  Mr.  Greenongh,  Howe- 
bridge  ;  Mr.  Bradshaw,  Warrington  ;  Councillor  Wilson, 
Longsight ;  and  Mr.  J.  Butterworth,  Blackley.  The 
next  toast,  that  of  the  chairman,  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
W.  F.  Constable,  and  received  musical  honours  in  a 
moat  demonstrative  manner.  Mr.  Roberts  in  reply, 
thanked  the  meeting  for  the  hearty  manner  in  which  his 
health  had  been  drunk,  and  wished  success  to  all  in  the 
coming  year.  The  Smoking  concert  which  followed,  was 
presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  Ashworth,  and  terminated  the 
proceedings.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  just  elected 
their  officers,  &c.,  as  follows  :  President,  F.  Tunnacliffe  ; 
vice-president,  T.  Taylor;  treasurer,  J.  Chadwick ,- 
secretary,  E.  Tate,  29,  Trafford-street,  Hulme;  com¬ 
mittee,  H.  Colbeck,  W.  Clippe,  J .  Routledge,  A.  Rout- 
ledge,  and  —  Fulton.  The  King’s  Head  Hotel  Angling 
Society  has  just  concluded  arrangements  for  fishing  in  a 
well  known  water  for  the  use  of  the  members.  This 
club  is  rapidly  advancing  in  efficiency,  and  promises  well 
for  the  future.  With  Mr.  Lattimer  at  the  helm,  this  is 
only  to  be  expected.  The  general  council  of  the  Northern 
Anglers’  Association  met  previous  to  the  dinner  already 
referred  to.  There  was  a  good  attendance  as  usual  of  the 
Lancashire  members  of  the  council.  Correspond¬ 
ence  of  a  very  interesting  nature,  and  referring  to 
railway  concessions,  was  read  by  Mr.  R.  Burn,  but  at 
present  it  would  not  bo  wise  to  make  the  nature  of  the 
same  public.  Mr.  T.  F.  Walwork,  of  Bolton,  was  unani¬ 
mously  elected  treasurer  in  the  room  of  the  late  Mr. 
Geo.  Sykes.  The  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts,  president  of  the 
association,  was  present  and  occupied  the  chair.  The 
Manchester  centre  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  an 
angler’s  fare  to  Bugsworth  on  the  Midland  Railway 
Company.  This  will  be  a  great  convenience  to  Man¬ 
chester  anglers  who  wish  to  visit  the  Whaley  Bridge 
Reservoir.  _  .  .... 

The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society,  at  their 
recent  general  meeting,  elected  their  officers  and  com¬ 
mittee  as  follows  :  president,  Mr.  C.  Jackson  ;  treasurer. 


Mr.  E.  Kenny;  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  Berry;  Committee, 
Messrs.  W.  Smith,  A.  Latchford,  and  T.  Cartwright. 
Reports  to  hand  prove  that  during  the  past  few  days 
some  fishing  has  actually  taken  place,  but  the  baskets 
obtained  are  of  a  very  poor  description. 


FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  took  place 
at  Birmingham,  on  Thursday,  Jan.  19,  but  very  few  of 
our  local  conservators  attended  it,  and  the  motion  to 
increase  the  price  of  trout  licences  from  Is.  to  2s.  was 
not  carried,  the  question  being  adjourned  to  the  next 
meeting,  and  this  is  the  best  course  that  could  be  pur¬ 
sued  under  the  circumstances,  as,  before  it  is  carried,  a 
very  clear  understanding  should  be  arrived  at  that  the 
money  obtained  should  bo  exclusively  devoted  to  the 
better  protection  of  the  upper  waters,  and  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  stock  of  fish  in  these  rivers.  If  this 
proposition  had  been  included  in  the  motion  it  would 
have  had  the  support  of  all  the  upper  conservacors,  who 
would  not  vote  for  the  motion  as  it  stood,  as  the  board 
already  derive  from  these  licences  a  much  larger  sum 
than  they  expend  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  the  resi¬ 
dents  here  do  not  see  why  they  should  contribute 
towards  the  preservation  of  the  only  fish  they  seldom 
or  ever  see  up  here,  and  which  they  think  it  at  present 
scarcely  worth  the  trouble  to  take  out  a  licence  to 
angle  for,  or  for  a  net  to  capture  them  with ;  and  it  is 
notorious  that  salmon  in  our  upper  waters  are  now 
very  few  and  far  between  during  the  season.  During 
the  close  time  they  are  seen  up  here  in  shoals,  not¬ 
withstanding  all  the  obstacles  in  their  path,  and 
why  they  do  not  reach  the  upper  waters  at  other 
times  is  easily  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  fisher¬ 
men  in  the  lower  Severn  are  now  so  numerous  and 
alert,  that  very  few  salmon  indeed  are  allowed  to  find 
their  way  up  here.  It  is,  therefore,  a  very  small  matter 
for  wonder,  that,  so  far  as  salmon  fishing  is  concerned, 
little  interest  is  taken  in  it  in  this  locality,  which  should 
be,  for  that  purpose,  one  of  the  best  in  the  country,  as 
we  have  all  the  best  natural  advantages  in  favcur  of  It ; 
but  which  are  thrown  away  in  consequence  of  the 
dearth  of  salmon,  which  are  too  well  taken  care  of  at 
the  mouth  cf  the  Severn.  Various  suggestions  are 
being  made  to  improve  the  present  very  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs,  but  all  fall  far  short  of  their  intended 
purpose,  for  the  very  simple  cause  above  mentioned. 
According  to  the  report  read  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
board,  it  appears  that  during  the  past  season  the  num¬ 
ber  of  salmon  taken  was  25,000,  and  their  value  d21 6,250 
and  of  this  total  it  is  far  above  the  mark  to  say  that 
the  value  of  salmon  taken  above  Shrewsbury  reached 
.£250.  What  makes  it  the  more  disheartening  for  those 
interested  in  the  fishing  in  this  neighbourhood  is  that  at 
the  present  time  there  is  not  the  slightest  prospect  of 
any  change  for  the  better,  as  the  Severn  Fishery  Board 
is  now  constituted  so  as  to  have  a  sufficient  majority  of 
conservators  interested  in  the  town  waters  to  effectually 
swamp  any  motion  to  rectify  the  present  state  of  affairs. 
What  is  wanted  first.of  all  is  to  see  that  all  qualified  to 
act  as  conservators  for  the  upper  waters  should  at  once 
be  elected ;  and,  ciuld  they  also  be  induced  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  board,  to  support  all  resolutions  in 
favour  of  removing  some  of  the  obstacles  which  now 
interfere  with  the  progress  of  the  salmon  to  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  the  chief  of  which  obstacles  being  the 
numerous  engines  for  their  capture  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Severn.  We  have  had  two  gen'lemen  recently  appointed 
as  conservators  who  are  greatly  interested  in  this 
matter — Mr.  H.  C.  F.  Somerset,  ’Trederwin,  Wansant- 
ffraid,  and  Dr.  K.  Humphreys,  Llanfair  Caerinion. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  are  having  lovely  weather  just  now,  and  snow  and 
ice  are  fast  disappearing  from  off  the  broads  and  other 
still  waters. 

The  rivers  are  clear  of  ice  but  are  full  of  snow  water, 
but  if  the  present  mild  spring-like  weather  keeps  on  we 
shall  soon  be  able  to  be  out  after  the  pike,  which  should 
feed  well  after  their  imprisonment. 

The  Norwich  Angling  Club  hold  a  meeting  next 
Tuesday  at  the  Walnut  Tree  Shades,  when  members  and 
triends  will  have  an  evening  devoted  to  “  Angling 
Tales.”  Any  angling  visitor  will  be  most  heartily 
welcomed  by  the  members  of  the  N.A  C. — A.  J.  Rudd. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Eiitor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Anglers  are  thankful  that  the  weather,  of  late,  has 
become  much  more  genial,  and  when  my  notes  were 
despatched  on  Wednesday  night,  the  Trent,  in  our  dis¬ 
trict,  was  running  into  condition  for  chub  and  pike¬ 
fishing.  A  very  heavy  volume  of  water  passed  through 
the  valley  of  the  river  in  the  closing  days  of  last  week, 
and  the  thaw  generally  has  proved  a  protracted  one. 

On  Monday,  in  the  present  week,  coarse  fish  anglers 
were  busy  at  such  favourite  places  as  Wilford,  CLfton 
Grove,  Radcliffe  Bend,  Burton  Joyce,  and  Holme  Pierre- 
pont.  A  strong  wind  raged  from  the  north-west,  but 
it  did  not  prevent  roach  from  taking  the  cockspur  worm. 
Some  of  the  fish,  killed  in  the  Clifton  and  Wilford 
reaches,  weighed  over  lib.  each,  and  not  very  long 
ago  a  Nottingham  working  man  bagged  one  of 
lib.  lOjoz.  Large  roach  are  known  to  be  plentiful 
in  Clifton  deeps,  and  this  month  and  February  are 
the  best  for  securing  them.  The  water  also  contains 
scores  of  whopping  bream,  although  these  are  not  often 
caught  in  a  feeding  humour.  Mr.  J.  Taylor  showed 
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sundry  fine  chub  from  the  lower  portion  of  the  Wilford 
section,  and  Mr.  J.  Boyd  excelled  with  roach  at  the 
upper  portion  of  it  Lob-worms  have  still  been  diffi¬ 
cult  to  procure,  but,  whilst  they  are  most  useful  for 
ground  baiting  purposes,  I  should  strongly  recommend 
the  use,  as  a  bait,  of  the  cockspur  or  brandling.  A 
couple  of  lively  cockspurs  properly  threaded  on  a  No.  7, 
are  not  often  ignored  by  the  most  fastidious  roach. 
Personally  I  do  not  believe  in  too  small  hooks  for  large 
roaches. 

There  was  very  little  doing  at  Trent  Lock  on  Monday 
in  consequence  of  the  adverse  wind.  At  Barton  a  few 
gentlemen  were  out,  and  their  sport  chiefly  consisted  of 
roach. 

The  Shardlow  fishery  is  neglected,  and  so  far  nothing 
definite  is  settled  as  to  the  acquirement  of  the  water  by 
the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society.  But,  supposing  the 
society  succeed  in  their  negotiations,  the  fishery  will 
not  provide  the  members  much  sport  unless  it  is  well 
looked  after.  Almost  anybody  could  fish  the  length 
last  season,  and,  unless  the  river  is  extremely  low,  the 
barbel  swims — and  there  are  numbers  of  these — cannot 
be  properly  commanded.  For  barbelling  the  water  can¬ 
not,  as  it  were,  be  low  enough. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  week  a  large  dead  salmon  was 
found  by  Mr.  H.  Walker,  of  the  New  Inn  Angling  Club, 
Nottingham,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  below  Wilford 
Bridge.  The  fish,  which  he  estimated  at  201b.,  had  been 
washed  downwards  by  the  late  big  water.  On  Saturday 
night  the  lessee  of  the  Holme  Pierrepont  length,  below 
Nottingham,  surprised,  with  his  son  and  others,  two 
Nottingham  men  who  were  busily  engaged  in  the  dark 
cleaching  for  fish  from  the  bank  in  the  Long  Higging 
meaLw.  The  men  tried  to  get  away,  but  were  collared 
and  marched  off  to  the  district  police-office  on  the  Not¬ 
tingham  Trent  Bridge.  The  meadow  in  question  forms, 
I  believe,  a  portion  of  the  Colwick  estate,  and  much 
credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Green  (the  lessee  named),  his  son, 
and  assistants,  for  their  successful  capture.  Mr.  Green 
himself  leases  the  fishing  adjoining  Colwick,  and 
evidently  expected  a  visit  from  the  Nottingham  “  light 
brigade”  to  his  own  waters.  The  Higging’ s  Meadow 
has  always  been  a  favourite  hunting  ground  of  the  fish 
poacher,  and  it  is  high  time  the  authorities  began  to 
deal  more  severely  with  offenders. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

With  the  disappearance  of  the  ice  and  the  snow  broth, 
the  advent  of  more  genial  weather,  and  the  cleansing  of 
the  river  courses  usually  attendant  upon  a  freshet, 
things  piscatorial ar.»  reviving  somewhat.  Daring  this, 
and  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  several  small  parties  of 
anglers  have  left  Sheffield  and  betaken  themselves  to  the 
side  of  the  Trent,  the  Witham,  and  the  canals  nearer 
home,  although  in  no  case  have  catches  of  exceptional 
interest  resulted.  On  the  contrary,  sport,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  was  rather  poor  than  otherwise.  From 
Scotland  I  learn  that  a  party  of  local  salmon  enthusiasts, 
including  Mr.  Frank  Majipin,  J  P.,  have  had  rather 
good  sport  on  Loch  Tay.  One  of  the  party  caught  a 
21-pounder,  Mr.  Mappin  securing  four  of  an  average 
weight  each  of  201b.  Looking  at  it  from  a  business 
point  of  view,  one  of  them  has  discovered  that  salmon 
angling  does  not  pay — that  his  fish  have  cost  him  at  the 
rate  of  11s.  3d.  per  pound  weight.  Commenting  on  this, 
a  contemporary  recalls  the  saying  of  one  old  rodsman, 
now  deceased,  who  reckoned  that  a  sovereign  went  for 
every  pound  of  fish  caught.  But  when  one  recollects 
that  these  doughty  knights  of  the  rod  live  three  hundred 
miles  away  from  their  fishing  grounds,  and  that  train 
fare,  hotel  accommodation,  and  other  expenses  have  to 
be  taken  into  account,  lls.  3d.  per  pound  is  no  extra¬ 
ordinary  large  sum  to  pay  for  the  delight  of  landing  a 
lordly  salmon.  And  then  there  is  another  consideration  : 
they  can  well  afford  it. 

The  sigrns  of  the  times  are  encouraging.  The  much 
needed  work  of  purifying  the  rivers  and  streams  within 
our  borders  is  at  last  being  taken  in  hand  by  the  proper 
sanitary  authorities.  The  columns  of  criticism  and 
entreaty  that  bav'e  been  directed  against  these  officials 
in  this  and  every  sporting  journal  in  the  country  is  at 
length  bearing  fruit.  In  this  district  the  Sheffield  Town 
Council  has  passed  one  or  two  important  resolutions  on 
the  subject,  the  last  one  being  an  instruction  to  the 
Sewerage  Committee  to  do  its  share  towards  forming  a 
Board  of  Conservancy  to  prevent  the  further  pollution 
of  the  rivers  of  the  West  Riding.  On  Thursday  of  last 
week  an  important  conference  was  held  at  Barnsley  on 
the  same  subject,  the  present  filthy  condition  of  the 
rivers  Dearne  and  Dove  forming  the  chief  matter  for 
discussion.  The  conference  was  attended  by  all  the 
leading  members  of  the  local  authorities,  both  town  and 
country.  It  was  generally  admitted  that  it  was  high 
time  these  streams  were  dealt  with.  Apart  from  the 
pollution  to  which  they  are  subjected  at  the  hands 
of  the  Barnsley  manufacturers,  the  sewage  and 
drainage  of  detached  houses  and  villages  on  the 
banks  of  either  stream  find  their  way  therein,  the  result 
being  that,  after  the  junction  of  both  rivers,  and  by  the 
time  the  united  stream  reaches  the  Don  near  Doncaster, 
it  is  in  as  bad,  it  not  a  worse,  condition  than  the  main 
river  itself.  The  Rivers’  Pollution  Act  and  the  Public 
Health  Act  have  in  the  past  been  grievously  neglected. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know,  however,  that  the  members  of 
the  conference  mutually  blamed  themselves  for  what 
had  been  done,  and  promised  to  amend  their  ways  in 
future.  This  should  be  welcome  news  to  Sheffield 
anglers,  many  of  whom  have,  in  bye-gone  days,  reaped 
rich  harvests  from  both  these  streams.  With  the  Don, 
the  Dearne,  the  Dove,  and  the  Chesterfield  Canal  well 
cleansed  and  re-stocked,  local  fishermen  will  have  very 


little  cause  for  complaint  as  to  the  paucity  of  fishing- 
grounds.  The  Rother  will  then  be  the  only  river  within 
many  miles  of  Sheffield  that  has  not  received  attention. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  in  the  interests  of  sport,  that  this  will 
not  long  have  to  be  said  of  this  once-excellent  stream. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fithing  GaaMa. 

We  have  now  bright,  genial  weather,  and  the  rapid 
thaw  which  set  in  some  nine  days  ago  brought  down  a 
large  volume  of  snow  water,  and  carried  the  ice  out  of 
the  Severn  very  rapidly ;  but  it  will  now  be  some  days 
days  before  the  river  is  in  good  fishing  condition.  In 
spite  of  the  ice  water  and  the  discoloured  state  of  it, 
many  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past  five  days, 
and  have  had  very  fair  sport,  some  really  good  baskets 
of  roach  and  dace  were  taken,  and  one  angler  took  a  nice 
bream  of  2^1b.  I  understand  ike  red  worm  was  the 
killing  bait.  I  have  only  met  with  one  angler  that  has 
fished  the  Teme  ;  he  caught  one  brace  of  small  grayling 
and  some  very  nice  dace. 

The  “  Izaac  Walton  ”  Angling  Society  held  their  first 
general  meeting  of  the  seaion  Thursday  last.  There 
were  a  large  number  of  members  present,  and  the 
business  of  the  evening  was  got  through  in  good  time, 
and  included  the  election  of  officers,  the  passing  of  the 
balance  sheet,  the  announcement  of  the  winners  of  the 
many  prizes  competed  for  duriog  the  past  season,  and 
the  arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner.  The  deepest 
regret  was  expressed  all  round  at  the  somewhat  sudden 
death  of  the  genial  host  of  the  Plough  Inn — “  Josh 
Beekley” — who  for  years  has  been  treasurer  of  this 
society,  and  who  was  loved  by  alL  A  vote  of  condolence 
to  his  widow  and  sorrowing  family  was  unanimously 
passed. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Pishing  Gazette. 

The  ice  which  has  blocked  the  rivers,  almost  with¬ 
out  exception  in  this  district,  has  but  slowly  cleared 
away,  and  traces  are  yet  to  be  sean  ;  however,  the  gray¬ 
ling  and  pike  angler  may  rely  upon  haying  a  clear  field 
for  next  week,  but  the  general  inclination  at  present  is, 
I  think,  to  “  stay  at  home.” 

A  correspondent  writes:  “The  members  of  the 
Harrogate  Conservative  Angling  Club  are  putting  forth 
special  efforts  to  make  the  ensuing  season  one  of 
unusual  success.  Already  the  club  has  secured  the 
prolific  waters  of  the  Oak  Beck  and  other  streams  in 
the  vicinity  of  Harrogate.  At  the  present  time  thousands 
of  ova,  mostly  trout,  have  been  put  into  the  hatchery,  of 
which  Mr.  'T.  Cartman,  jun.,  has  the  oversight,  and  the 
yield  from  these  is  expected  to  be  very  gratifying,  as  they 
are  doing  remarkably  well.  As  soon  as  the  fish  are 
large  enough  to  transfer  they  will  bo  placed  in  a  pond  at 
the  rear  of  Oak  Beck  Farm,  which  is  specially  reserved ; 
and  subsequently  they  will  be  turned  into  the  stream 
mentioned,  as  well  as  other  w.ater,  over  which  the  dab 
exercises  control.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  members  to 
hatch  a  still  further  batch  as  soon  a.s  those  at  present  in 
the  hatchery  permit  of  removal,  and  there  is  every  pros 
pect  that  in  the  comingseason  some  “  rigbtroyal  ”  sport 
will  be  obtainable. 

The  members  of  the  Scalby  Beck  Angling  Club,  Sc.ar- 
borough,  have  decided  that  minnow  fi.shing  for  trout 
shall  be  diseontinuod  except  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August.  Dr.  W.  C.  Everley Taylor,  of  Scarborough, 
is  president  of  the  club. 

It  has  been  resolved  to  form  the  York  Centre  into  an 
amalgamation,  to  be  known  as  the  York  and  District 
Amalgamated  Association  of  Anglers.  Captain  W,  H. 
Key  has  been  chosen  president,  and  Mr.  J.  Thompson 
secretary  for  the  time  being. 

Whether  this  will  prove  a  step  in  the  right  direction 
remains  to  be  seen.  At  any  rate,  a  good  beginning  has 
been  made.  At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  last  week 
the  question  of  adopting  rules  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Foss  Navigation  Committee  of  the  York  Corporation, 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  control  of  the  fishing  in  that 
part  of  the  river  Foss,  extending  from  Castle  Mills 
Bridge  to  the  village  of  Huntington,  belonging  to  the 
corporation,  was  discussed,  the  sole  object  being  to 
prevent  illegal  fishing,  and  to  improve  the  river  for 
angling  purposes.  The  intention  is  undoubtedly  a  good 
one,  and  therein  lies  plenty  of  scope  for  woi’k.  Opinions 
were  freely  exchanged,  and  finally  it  was  agreed  :  “  That 
this  association  seeks  to  ofefivTi  from  the  Foss  Naviga¬ 
tion  Committee  such  portion  of  the  River  Foss  as  is 
within  their  jurisdiction,  in  order  that  we  may  have 
a  proprietary  right,  so  as  to  prosecute  any  persons 
for  illegal  fishing,  and,  that  in  return  for  this 
privilege,  we  grant  free  tickets  to  the  ratepayers 
and  citizens  of  York.”  “  That  all  fishing  shall  be 
deemed  illegal  by  which  the  fish  are  taken  in  any 
other  way  than  by  fair  rod  and  line.”  It  was  also 
agreed  that  the  standard  of  measurement  of  all  takeable 
fish  shall  be — pike,  eighteen  inofaee  ;  tench,  ten  ;  bream, 
nine  ;  chub,  eight ;  roach,  dace,  and  porch,  five ;  and 
“  that  no  livebait  under  five  inches  in  length,  except 
bleak  and  gudgeon,  be  used  in  the  river  Foss.”  A 
further  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  practicability  of 
adopting  measures  to  acquire  from  riparian  owners  the 
right  of  fishing  in  the  river  from  Huntingdon  to  Stren- 
sall,  and  the  project  being  almost  unanimously  deemed 
feasible,  it  is  understood  measures  for  its  carrying  out 
will,  ere  long,  be  taken.  It  is,  therefore,  not  too  san¬ 
guine  to  hope  that  Ih )  river  Foss  may  even  yet  become 
metamorphosed  into  a  decent  fishing  stream. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KERRY. — The  weather  here  has  been  fine  and  frosty 
since  last  notes,  but,  as  I  write,  it  has  changed  to  rain. 
Good  anticipations  are  held  of  the  rod- fishing,  which 
opens  generally  throughout  the  country  on  the  Ist  prox. 
Salmon  have  been  ascending  but  slowly  up  the  principal 
rivers  during  the  past  week  in  consequence  of  the  frost 
and  unfavourable  winds.  The  spawned  fish  have  now 
cleared  out  from  most  of  the  rivers,  which  ave  now 
nearly  at  summer  height.  I  regret  to  say  that  poach¬ 
ing  was  carried  on  very  late  during  the  past  spawning 
season,  but  a  few  of  the  poachers  paid  dearly  for  their 
work.  At  the  last  Petty  Sessions  at  Killorglin,  before  The 
McGillycuddy  (chairman),  and  Messrs.  J.  McDermott, 
K.M.,  Captain  Todd  Thornton,  G.  L.  Stack,  and  \V. 
Spring,  a  farmer  named  Michael  Sheehan,  and  William 
SheehaHT-another  farmer,  both  residing  at  Ballinakilla, 
Glenbeigb,  were  prosecuted  by  District-Inspector  H.  K. 
Jones,  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  for  that  they, 
“between  sunset  on  Dec.  19,  1892,  and  sunrise  on 
Deo.  20,  1892,  did  unlawfully  use  and  have  a  light  or 
fire,  and  spear  in,  or  on,  the  banks  of  the  river  Beigh, 
at  Coolroe,  in  the  Killarney  fishery  district,  with  the 
intent  to  take  salmon  or  other  fish.”  There  was  a 
further  charge  against  Michael  Sheehan,  on  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  Constable  John  Scanlon,  with  having  assaulted 
him  whilst  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  District 
Inspector  Jones  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  O'Mahony, 
solicitor,  appeared  for  the  defence.  Mr.  Jones,  in 
opening  the  prosecution,  stated  that  the  case  was 
brought  under  the  5th  and  6th  Viet.,  chap.  106,  sect.  78. 
Sergeant  John  McBirney,  examined  by  Mr.  Jones,  de¬ 
posed  that  he  and  Constable  Scanlon  were  on  patrol 
duty  in  the  townland  of  Coolroe  on  the  night  of  Dec.  19, 
between  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock,  and  observed 
a  light  at  the  back  of  the  school-house  in  the 
River  Beigh.  When  he  went  as  far  as  Droum 
Bridge,  he  saw  two  men  in  the  river  with  the  light, 
and  one  of  them  had  a  spear.  At  a  signal  both  men  ran 
away.  He  directed  the  constable  to  follow  Michael 
Sheehan,  who  ran  in  the  direction  of  the  old  graveyard 
at  Ballinakilla.  The  constable  did  so,  and  arrested  him. 
The  other  man  put  out  his  torch,  and  he  (the  sergeant) 
could  not  pursue  him  in  the  dark.  To  the  best  of  his 
belief  William  Sheehan  was  the  man. — Constable 
Scanlon  corroborated  the  sergeant’s  testimony  as  to 
seeing  the  men  in  the  river.  He  pursued  Michael 
Sheehan,  who  carried  a  torch  and  spear.  When  he  went 
about  thirty  yards  he  threw  the  spear  away.  After 
following  him. for  about  lalf  a  mile  he  overtook  him  at 
Ballinakilla  graveyard,  and  caught  him.  He  wore  a 
handkerchief  over  his  face  as  a  mask,  and  when  asked 
for  his  name  said  nothing.  When  he  asked  him  a 
second  time  for  his  name  he  gave  him  a  stroke  of  the 
spear  in  his  mouth,  and  bled  him.  He  then  caught 
witness,  and  a  scuttle  ensued,  and  witness  fell,  bringing 
Sheehan  with  him.  Witness  then  shouted  for  help,  and 
a  water-bailiff  named  Shea  came  up  and  pulled  Sheehan 
off  him.  Sheehan  then  gave  his  name. — The  witness 
was  cross-examined  at  some  length  by  Mr.  O’Mahony, 
but  his  evidence  remained  unshaken.  He,  however, 
stated  that  the  blow  of  the  spear  might  not  have  been 
deliberate. — James  Shea,  water-bailiff,  identified  both 
defendants,  and  deposed  to  coming  up  and  taking 
Sheehan  off  the  constable. — Mr.!  O’Mahony,  for  the 
defence,  contended  that  the  summons  did  not  disclose 
any  offence,  as  it  did  not  state  that  the  defendants 
were  in  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish 
there  or  in  that  river.  He  submitted  that 
it  was  not  an  offence  to  be  on  the  river  or  on  its  banks 
with  intent  to  take  fish.  To  constitute  an  offence  it 
should  be  “  with  intent  to  take  fish  there,  or  in  said 
river.”  It  was  a  case  exactly  similar  to  one  decided 
by  Mr.  Justice  Fitzgerald  under  the  Game  Acts.  In 
the  case  referred  to  the  magistrates  convicted,  on  a 
summons  charging  a  defendant  with  being  on  certain 
lands  in  pursuit  of  game,  and  because  the  word  there 
was  omitted  the  conviction  was  upset.  Mr.  O’Mahony 
submitted  that  the  same  applied  in  this  case.  The 
magistrates  ruled  against  Mr.  O’Mahony,  and  held  the 
summons  good.  After  some  evidence  being  given  for 
the  defence,  Mr.  O’Mahony  went  into  the  whole  of  the 
cases,  and  Mr.  Jones  having  replied,  the  magistrates 
retired,  and,  after  a  short  consultation,  returned  to  the 
bench.  The  McGillj  cuddy,  in  gising  the  unanimous 
decision  of  the  magistrates,  said  they  considered  the 
case  against  Michael  Sheehan  fully  proved,  and  he  was 
fined  il5  and  costs.  The  case  of  assault  was  dismissed. 
The  magistrates  wished  it  to  be  understood,  however, 
that  all  cases  of  resisting  the  police  would  be  severely 
dealt  with.  In  William  Sheehan’s  case  the  magistrates 
could  not  convict  on  the  uncorroborated  evidence  of  the 
water-bailiff  Shea.  Gapt.  Thornton  remarked  that  the 
conduct  of  Constable  Scanlon  was  worthy  of  the  highest 
praise,  and  he  requested  Mr.  Jones,  the  district  inspector, 
to  convey  that  expression  to  the  authorities. 

At  the  same  petty  sessions  John  Riordon,  a  farmer, 
was  fined  414  and  10s.  costs  for  disturbing  spawning  fish 
in  the  river  Beigh,  it  being  his  third  offence  of  a 
similar  kind. 

The  sea  fishing  has  been  good  during  the  past  week  at 
most  of  the  stations  in  the  county.  Mackerel  have 
appeared  in  large  shoals  at  several  places,  and  at 
Dingle,  some  remarkable  captures  have  been  made.  On 
Tuesday  between  eighteen  and  nineteen  tons  of  mackerel 
were  sent  over  the  Dingle  railway  to  the  Eeglish 
markets.  At  Castle  Gregory  also,  large  takes  have 
been  recorded.  In  south  and  west  Kerry,  the  mackerel 
fishing  has  not  been  so  good,  but  whiting  and  gurnet 
have  been  got  in  large  numbers  by  anglers  using  hand- 
lines  in  Kenmare  Bay,  especially  in  the  Derrynane 


January  28,  1893] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


G5 


district.  At  Portmagfee,  the  ling  and  cod  fishery  has 
now  assumed  large  proportions.  The  ling  here  are 
at  present  cured  before  being  put  upon  the  market, 
but  the  cod  are  sold  fresh  at  the  local  markets,  and 
always  find  a  ready  sale.  The  cod  taken  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  new  year  have  been  very  large,  and  in 
capital  condition.  Prices,  at  present,  for  this  fish  here, 
range  from  Is.  to  Is.  fid.  a-piece.  Pollack  fishing  has 
been  resumed  at  a  few  places,  but  anglers  have  done 
very  little  in  this  line,  while  trammels  have  accounted 
for  large  numbers  of  these  fish  at  different  headlands 
along  the  coast.  The  lake  fishery  at  Ballybog,  still 
goes  on  successfully,  but  the  fish  taken  have  not  been 
as  large  as  usual. 

The  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  have  issued  a  report, 
giving  the  quantities  of  herrings  taken  at  the  several 
fishing  stations  during  the  last  month.  Kerry,  as  is 
nearly  always  the  case,  is  pretty  well  represented.  The 
following  are  the  figures :  Gweedore  (co.  Donegal), 
1632  meaze,  of  the  value  of  ^61040 ;  Ventry,  in  the 
county  Kerry,  230  meaze,  value  .£217 ;  Youghal  (co. 
Cork,  14.5  meaze,  value  ^94 ;  Arklow  (co.  Wicklow) 
netted  119  meaze,  value  £103.  A  report  has  also  been 
issued  by  the  inspectors  about  the  mackerel  fisheries 
during  last  month.  In  this  Ballydonegan ,  in  county  Cork, 
ranks  first  with  552  cwt.  ;  and  Smerwick,  in  the  county 
Kerry,  comes  next  with  268  cwt.,  of  the  value  of  £196  ; 
Kinsale  is  third,  with  only  75  cwt.  to  its  credit,  value 
£85. 


ULSTER. — It  will  be  almost  two  months  before 
angling  commences  in  the  north,  although  two  or  three 
Donegal  streams  open  Feb.  1.  Most  of  anglers  to  whom 
I  have  been  talking  say  that  they  have  never  seen  a 
season  more  favourable  to  the  spawning  fish.  The 
water,  as  a  rule,  kept  high,  which  enabled  salmon  and 
trout  to  get  far  up  the  streams,  and  protected  them  at 
weirs  and  fords  from  the  gaffs  and  spears  of  the 
poachers,  and  practically  stopped  the  sweeping  of  redds. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  drew  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  iniquitous  practice  on  the  Crossgas,  Bally- 
nahinch,  or  Invill— it  rejoices  in  all  three  names — which 
is  one  of  the  rivers  looked  after,  or  rather  not  looked 
after,  by  the  Dundalk  Board  of  Conservators.  Since 
then  two  influential  Belfast  anglers  made  strong 
representations  to  the  Board  concerning  the  little  tricks 
carried  on,  with  the  result  that  the  Board  has  taken  up, 
or  has  promised  to  do,  the  matter.  This  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  could  with  advantage  be  followed 
by  the  other  Ulster  Boards. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  new  Belfast 
club  is,  to  use  a  well-worn  platitude,  “  progressing 
favourably,”  and  rapidly  strengthening  in  membership. 
The  capital  of  the  north  now  boasts  two  angling  clubs, 
which,  metaphorically  speaking,  puts  the  capital  in  the 
shade.  A  very  useful  career  is  before  the  N.E.A.C., 
and,  under  the  presidency  of  the  energetic  Mr.  F.  E. 
Kennedy,  will  no  doubt  accomplish  greatthings.  Of  the 
Lugan— the  river  on  which  the  immediate  influence  of 
the  new  club  will  be  felt— a  correspondent  says  :  “  As 
one  who  has  lived  close  to,  perhaps,  the  most  beautiful 
reaches  of  the  river,  I  can  see  no  reason,  except  the 
existence  of  netting,  which  could  be  easily  enough 
stopped,  why  the  Lugan  should  not  yield  as  good  perch- 
fishing  as  the  Liffey,  where  it  is  excellent.  The  Lugan, 
as  a  river  holding  fish,  has  so  completely  fallen  away, 
that  one  might  angle  there  regularly  on  Sunday,  and  if 
remonstrated  with  for  doing  so,  like  Punch’s  unsuccess¬ 
ful  youth,  indignantly  retort,  “Who’s  catchin’  fish?” 
Under  the  new  regime  I  trust  this  scathing  retort  will 
take  a  back  seat. 

Later.— The  inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  have  just 
intimated  that  they  will  not  hold  any  inquiries  into  the 
alleged  grievances  of  the  Lough  Neagh  fishers,  the 
details  of  which  have  from  time  to  time  apireared  in 
these  columns. 

A  few  issues  ago  it  was  pointed  out  the  bare-faced 
poaching  that  existed  on  the  Crossgar  river,  even  in 
broad  daylight.  Since  then  the  Board  of  Conservators 
at  Dundalk  have  promised  to  take  action  in  the  matter, 
so  that  it  is  probable  the  shameless  iniquities  perpetrated 
on  this  stream  will  be  minimised. 

While  reading  a  society  paper  the  other  day  I  was 
much  struck  by  a  paragraph  in  it.  The  said  paragraph 
read:  “Quite  the  latest  fad  of  society  is  ‘Ye  Lie 
Book,’  an  album  with  art-embroidered  binding,  wherein 
the  owner  records  all  the  highly-coloured  tales  recounted 
to  him.”  That  this  book  “  sirpplies  a  long-felt  want  ”  to 
the  angler  goes  without  saying. 

The  two  skunks  who  were  fined  in  £4  each  for 
gaffing  four  trout  on  the  Clody  (preserved  by  the  Belfast 
Angling  Association^,  have  had  the  cheek  to  memorialise 
His  Excellency,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  for  a 
reduction  of  the  penalty,  and  this  in  the  face  of  the 
facts  that  the  entire  district  six  months  previously  was 
placarded  by  posters  offering  rewards  for  the  detection 
of  poaching,  and  setting  forth  the  penalties  of  illegal 
fishing,  poisoning,  and  gaffing. 

I  am  greatly  pleased  to  learn  that  the  North-East 
Ulster  Angling  Club  is  progressing  rapidly.  The  mem¬ 
bers  are  increasing,  and  the  club  is  becoming  more  and 
more  popular.  I  learn  that  the  president,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Kennedy,  has  another  project  on  hand  for  the  formation 
of  another  new  club.  Well  done,  Mr.  Kennedy,  you 
certainly  merit  the  thanks  of  the  angling  fraternity  of 
North-East  Ulster. 

Practically  angling  won’t  open  on  the  Ulster  rivers 
till  the  middle  of  March,  as  the  severe  nightly  frosts  that 
prevail  at  that  time  prevent  trout  from  rising  readily, 
and  it  is  too  early  for  successful  salmon-fishing.  Only  a 
few  streams  open  the  1st  of  March. 

Re  coast  fishing  in  the  past  three  months  there  is  not 
much  of  interest  to  relate.  The  light  railways  are  pro¬ 


gressing  pretty  rapidly,  and  this  will  greatly  assist  the 
toilers  on  the  deep  sea  tins  incoming  spring.  Extensive 
preparations  are  being  made  already  for  the  harvest. 
New  boats  and  improved  fishing  gear  will  be  utilised. 

While  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  past  few  years  is 
improving  on  the  Erne  and  other  streams  in  the  south¬ 
western  piart  of  Donegal,  the  contrary  is  reported  from 
the  northern  rivers.  This,  it  is  said,  is  owing  to  the 
obstructions  in  the  rivers  leading  to  the  mountain  lakes 
which  are  patronised  by  anglers.  The  remedy  is  simple 
enough,  and  surely  the  owners  and  lessees  of  fishing 
grounds  would  be  benefitting  themselves  by  erecting 
suitable  fish  passes  in  the  rivers,  and  hatcheries  to  give 
impetus  to  the  sport  that  is  reported  to  be  falling  off. 
We  hear  a  great  deal  occasionally  about  the  distress  in 
Donegal.  Well,  in  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31  statistics 
show  that  the  value  of  the  herrings  landed  at  two  or 
three  places  on  the  coast  amounted  to  £1537,  and  this, 
roughly  speaking,  represented  about  seven  weeks’ 
fishing.  No  account  is  given  of  the  value  of  the  fish 
taken  at  other  almost  numberless  places. 


5^e}i0xts  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  E.C.— Fdrther  Railway  Concessions. — 
The  Great  Western  Railway  have  generously  granted 
the  application  to  add  to  the  list  of  anglers’  cheap  fares. 
Great  Marlow  and  Thatcham  :  From  Peddington  to 
Great  Marlow,  33.  4d. ;  to  Thatcham,  Ss.  2d.  ;  from 
Westbourne  Park  to  Great  Marlow,  3s.  2d.  ;  to 
Thatcham,  5s.  Id.— General  Preservation  Fund.— I 
beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £1  Is. 
from  the  United  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Citizen, 
70,  Houndsditch,  E.C.— R.  Ghdrnet,  see. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Southern  District 
Visiting  List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list,  in 
conjunction  with  the  S.L.U.V.L.,  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday  next,  the  3rd  inst.,  at  the  St.  George’s  Angling 
Society,  Prince  of  Wales,  St.  George’ s-road,  Peckham. 
As  this  club  is  represented  at  every  visit,  I  hope  brother 
anglers  will  show  up  in  full  force  and  give  them  a 
bumper,  which  they  deserve. — G.  W.  Armstrong, 
district  officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  23.  6d.  donation 
from  Harry  Jackson,  at  the  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling 
Society;  7s.  from  the  Waggoners,  and  Is.  4Jd  from  the 
De  Beauvoir  Angling  Societies,  the  contents  of  their 
donation  boxes. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On  the  22nd 
several  of  our  members  were  out  for  the  monthly  prizes 
at  Pulborough,  but  were  not  successful,  only  one  mem¬ 
ber  having  fish — Mr.  Blatchley,  with  roach  and  dace, 
winning  Mr.  G.  Merry’s  prize  for  the  largest  roach.  Mr. 
G.  Merry  had  a  very  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch 
from  other  waters.  Members  are  particularly  requested 
to  attend  next  Thursday  evening  on  special  business. — 
E.  R.  Embleton,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly,  Queen’s  Hotel,  Battersea. — 
On  Tuesday  last  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  unani¬ 
mously  awarded  to  all  who  assisted  in  organising  Mr. 
G.  Shrubsole’s  reading  on  the  17th  inst.  On  the  22nd, 
three  prizes  were  fished  for  at  Woking,  but  only  one  was 
taken,  Mr.  Cox  proving  successful.  Mr.  Morris  had 
roach  from  Thames,  scoring  twelve  points  in  silver  cup 
competition.  Two  half-guinea  prizes  will  be  fished  for 
at  Cookham  on  Feb.  5,  competitors  leaving  Paddington 
by  8.30  train,  returning  from  Cookham  at  7.50  p.m.— 
G.  Mumford,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W.— Oa  the  22nd  inst.  Mr.  Hinkley 
weighed  in  11b.  lOoz.  roach.  On  the  2.5th  inst.  it  was 
decided  that  we  fish  our  next  competition  on  Feb.  5 
and  8.  Members  please  take  this  as  a  final  notice,  and 
kindly  show  up  at  the  St.  George’s  visit  on  31st  inst. — 
A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the 
above  society  fished  a  competition  for  their  January 
series  of  prizes  at  Chelmsford  on  the  22nd.  The  number 
of  competitors  was  very  small,  the  water  entirely  out  of 
condition,  and  no  fish  was  taken.  Mr.  H.  Patman  and 
James  Smith  weighed  in  roach  from  other  waters. — A. 
Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held 
on  Wednesday  last,  when  it  was  proposed  by  all  the 
members  present  that  we  should  have  a  grand  reading 
by  Mr.  Bursell,  member  of  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Reading  of  Papers  amongst  Angling  Clubs,  entitled 
“Angling  Gossip,”  with  lantern  views,  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  7,  followed  by  a  selection  of  songs.  Mr.  Howard, 
editor  of  Angling,  chairman  ;  Mr.  Poole,  fishing-tackle 
dealer,  vice-chair.  We  hope  brother  anglers  will 
muster  in  full  force,  this  being  the  first  paper  read  at 
this  society.  Members  not  present  last  Wednesday  will 
kindly  take  notice  that  we  fish  for  our  prizes  at  Shepper- 
ton  on  Jan.  29.  Train  leaves  Waterloo  at  8  a.m.,  re¬ 
turning  from  Shepperton  at  4.40,  so  members  must  leave 
off  fishing  at  4  o’clock.  Don’t  forget  Tuesday,  Feb.  7. 
— J.  Foster,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. —  On  Wednesday 
next  (Feb.  1),  our  new  year’s  dinner  will  be  held. 
Dinner  on  table  at  8  o’clock  sharp.  Members  will 
oblige  by  attending  early. — J.  H. 

Bristol  Anglers’  Central  Association. — The 
annual  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  last,  at  the  Draw¬ 


bridge  Hotel,  Bristol ;  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  good  attendance,  all  the  affiliated  clubs 
being  represented.  The  Provincial  Association  travelling 
cards  having  been  distributed  to  the  respective  clubs, 
the  following  were  elected  officers  of  the  association  for 
1893,  viz.,  chairman,  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost ;  vice-chairman, 
Mr.  L.  C.  Wride;  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Cundall,  all  of  whom  suitably  acknowledged  their 
appointment.  The  accounts  for  the  past  year,  which 
showed  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  association  of 
£1  6s.  3d.,  were  submitted  and  appi’oved.  After  the 
transaction  of  some  general  business,  Mr.  F.  Robbins 
proposed  that  the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given 
to  the  hon.  sec.  for  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he 
had  conducted  the  business  of  the  association .  Mr.  R.  S. 
Hill  seconded,  and,  the  resolution  having  been  carried 
by  acclamation,  Mr.  Cundall  acknowledged  the  com¬ 
pliment,  and  the  proceedings  terminated.  The  annual 
dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  College  Green, 
Bristol,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  8,  at  7.15  o’clock, 
E.  W.  B.  Villiers,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  'Tickets,  price  3s. 
each,  maybe  obtained  from  either  of  the  club  secretaries, 
or  from  J.  W.  Cundall,  hon.  sec.,  21,  Elgin-park,  Red- 

land.  An  excellent  musical  programme  is  in  course  of 
arrangement.  Gentlemen  willing  to  exhibit  cases  of 
specimen  fish  are  requested  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
R.  D.  Frost,  48,  Victoria-street,  Bristol. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  thi  16th  inst.  Mr.  King 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach — 41b.  ISjoz.  On  the  22nd 
several  of  cur  members  were  out,  but  Mr.  King  was  the 
only  one  to  have  a  show  of  fish,  all  roach,  41b.  3foz. 
Members  are  reminded  that  Wednesday  next  is  quarterly 
night.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  visit¬ 
ing  list  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14. 
— E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Central  Association. — I  have  pleasure  in  announc¬ 
ing  that  the  committee  have  arranged  the  annual 
smoking  concert  to  take  place  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C.,  on  Monday,  Feb.  20,  and 
secretaries  are  kindly  requested  to  make  a  note  of  this 
fixture  :  further  particulars  in  due  course. — W.  J.  W. 

City  of  laondon  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — Mr.  Sharpless  had  over  41b.  of  roach  from 
the  Thames  on  the  22nd. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 

lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C. — Mr.  Alfred  Sowerbntts  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  on  Monday 
last.  The  principal  topic,  in  anticipation,  being  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen’s  paper— “  Fish  Life  on  the  Planet  Mars,” 
illustrated  by  diagrams,  which  he  will  read  here  on 
Monday  next,  Jan.  30,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  T.  W'. 
Spurgin,  president  of  the  Athenmum  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Janies  Husk  has  arranged  a  monster  programme  of 
music,  vocally  and  instrumentally,  and  will  sing  at  8.30, 
as  a  lever  de  rideau,  the  “  Angler’s  Song,”  from 
“ Izaak  Walton,”  to  the  original  music  of  Laws:  and 
also,  later  on,  his  own  composition,  “  An  Angler’s  Life,”' 
written  by  Mr.  Crumplen.  Anglers  who  have  not 
received  a  card  of  invitation  for  this  occasion  will  please 
accept  this  intimation  as  an  equivalent. — John  Smith, 
hon.  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  the  22nd  inst.  the  following  members  had  fish  :  Mr. 
R.  Chapman,  51b.  2ioz  roach ;  H.  Moore,  21b.  5oz. 
roach;  C.  Ball,  11b.  2j-oz.  roach.  Messrs.  G.  T.  Jame¬ 
son,  W.  May,  and  J.  Willgoss  also  had  fish.  At  our  last 
meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of  making  two  more  mem¬ 
bers — Messrs.  W.  Wright  and  G.  H.  Laxton.  On  the 
29th  inst.  we  fish  a  competition  at  Wraysbury  for  five 
prizes.  I  hope  members  will  turn  up  in  full  force. — G.  J. 
Jameson,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District. — United  Visiting 
List. — A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
North  London  Angling  Society  on  Monday  evening,  Mr. 
Stretch,  sen.,  in  the  chair,  they  had  a  crowded  room 
and  good  talent.  The  following  nineteen  societies  wer 
represented,  viz.  ;  Great  Northern  Brothers,  Lincoln, 
St.  John’s,  Crown  and  Buckland,  City  of  London  and 
Rising  Sun,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Funny  Folks,  Isling¬ 
ton  Brothers,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  North 
London,  Camden,  Royal  George,  Hoxton  Brothers, 
Copenhagen  Brothers,  Odds  and  Evens,  Bostonians, 
Amicable  Brothers,  and  Burton  Piscatorials.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Campden  Angling  Society,  held  at 
the  Royal  Exchange,  Hartlaud-road,  Camden  Town. — 
— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cobdeu  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  F.  Munney  weighed  in 
51b.  9oz.  of  roach  from  the  Thames.  It  was  proposed  at 
the  last  meeting  to  fish  a  match  for  club  prizes.  Condi¬ 
tions  to  be  made  on  Tuesday  next,  31st  inst.  I  hope  all 
members  will  attend. — A.  Smith,  sec. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Prince  of  Walea  Hotel, 
Eastbourne-terrace,  W.  -With  deep  regret  I  have  to 
announce  the  sad  and  almost  sudden  death  of  our  friend 
Mr.  E.  Day.  I  need  hardly  remind  members  how  much 
esteemed  he  was  amongst  us,  and  they  will  no  doubt  be 
glad  to  know  that  a  wreath  has  been  sent  from  the 
club  as  a  slight  tribute  of  the  re.spect  with  which  they 
held  him — T.  Stallibrass,  hon.  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  22nd  inst.  very  few 
members  out.  Messrs.  C.  Slade  and  R.  Parram  were  the 
only  gentlemen  who  weighed  in,  they  having,  some  nice 
roach.  On  the  29th  a  boundary  match  will  be  fished  in 
the  Stort,  at  Burnt  Mill.  Members  to  go  down  by  the 
8  o’clock  train,  and  to  alight  at  Burnt  Mill. — S. 
Malby,  sec. 

Bagle  Angling  Society,  Chestnut-road,Tottenham. 
— With  much  pleasure  I  inform  our  members  that,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Society  for  Promoting  the  Beading 
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of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs,  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Mr. 
Edgar  S.  Shrubsole,  at  the  Eagle  Hotel,  Chestnut-road, 
Tottenham,  entitled,  “An  Angling  Tour  through  the 
United  Kingdom,”  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  31,  at  8.0  p.m. 
punctna,lly.  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridgway,  president,  will  occupy 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Tibbatts,  of  the  Junior  Fly- 
fishers,  will  occupy  the  vice.  Mr.  B.  Ghurney,  the 
secretary  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  will, 
during  the  evening,  publicly  open  the  society’s  donation- 
box  of  that  admirable  institution.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
all  our  members  will  endeavour  to  be  present  on  this 
occasion,  with  as  many  angling  friends  as  may  wish  to 
accompany  you.  What  with  frost,  snow,  thaw,  and 
water  the  colour  of  pea-'oup,  our  members  are  having  a 
bad  time  of  it,  and  it  looks  as  if  the  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  at  Whittlesford  during  thi.s  month  will  turn  out  a 
fiasco.  Not  more  than  a  pound  weight  of  any  kind  of 
sizeable  fish  has  been  shown  in. — T.  F.  B  ,  hon.  sec. 

Good  Intent  Ang'ling'  Society. — There  was  some 
good  roach  brought  in,  on  the  22nd  inst.,  by  D.  Flint ; 
J.  Parker,  C.  E.  James  had  jack.  The  members  will 
fish  for  prizes  at  Pondera  End,  on  Feb.  5,  the  first 
prize  being  £2  2s.,  the  lowest  lOj.  Gd.  Our  annual 
supper  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14.  We  may 
expect  a  large  attendance.  The  chairman  will  be  Mr. 
H.  J.  Tibbatts,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  Williams,  bothbeingour 
esteemed  trustees. — B.  Murphy. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.  —  Last  Tuesday 
evening,  at  our  weekly  meeting,  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer 
occupied  the  chair, and  it  is  needless  to  say  the  duties  were 
conducted  in  his  usual  pleasant  and  ag.  eoable  manner, 
when  the  proceedings  were  brought  to  a  close  a  sincere 
and  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  reverend 
gentleman  for  so  ably  presiding.  A  new  member  was 
proposed  for  election.  Mr.  C.  Short  has  very  kindly 
offered  to  print  500  copies  of  the  paper  read  last  week 
by  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer,  entitled  “Sweet  Wormingford 
Mere,  l  am  breaming  on  thee.”  This  kindness  was  highly 
appreciated,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  passed 
to  the  donor.  The  book  presented  to  the  society  on  the 
17th  inst.,  by  T.  Arkcoll,  Esq.,  should  read  “  The 
Gentleman  Angler”  not  “  The  Club  Angler,”  my  writ¬ 
ing  was  a  hit  shaky  just  then,  hence  the  mistake,  or 
rather  I  see  it  was  an  abbreviation.  After  other  busi¬ 
ness  had  been  transacted.  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell 
read  a  paper  entitled  “  Angling  Experiences,  unpleasant 
and  otherwise,”  a  most  humourous  paper,  well  read  and 
illustrated  with  many  sketches,  and  thoroughly  appre¬ 
ciated  by  his  hearers.  The  reader  commenced  by  describ¬ 
ing  the  first  rod  he  came  in  contact  with,  when  quite  a 
little  boy  ;  this  unfortunately  happened  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  an  elder  person  who  was  not  fishing.  Then 
came  a  tale  of  catching  an  eel,  which  wriggled  all 
over  his  velveteen  suit,  and  eventually  hooked  itself 
in  the  sitting  down  part  of  his  “  knickers.”  What  with 
catching  a  donkey,  an  umbrella,  and  other  curious 
fish,  Dr.  Ladell  has  certainly  had  variety,  continuous 
bursts  of  laughter  greeted  the  reader,  as  each  point 
made  :  this  was  increased  when  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Bramley,  and  others,  criticised  the  paper,  and  added 
their  own  little  anecdotes  and  youthful  experiences. 
Altogether  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  passed,  and  a 
goodly  number  of  members  and  their  friends  were  there 
to  appreciate  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Ladell,  to  whom  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed.  The  annual  general 
meeting  has  been  postponed  until  Tuesday,  Feb.  7. — 
C.  E.  F. 

Hoxton  Brothers’  Angling  Society.  —  Our 

members  fished  for  five  special  prizes  on  the  22nd  inst., 
in  the  Rye  House  waters,  which  were  won  as  follows  : 
First,  A.  Field,  with  roach ;  second,  P.  Schultze,  chub  ; 
third,  H.  Da  Costa,  perch ;  fourth,  A.  Hattemoro, 
roach  ;  fifth,  E.  Harris,  perch.  F.  Newton  (not  in  the 
competition)  weighed  in  roach,  among  them  being  one 
handsome  fish,  weighing  lib.  CJoz. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Izaak  "Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
competed  for  five  special  prizes  on  the  22ud  inst.  Only 
one  was  taken.  The  remaining  four  will  be  fished  for 
again  on  Sunday  next,  29ih  inst.  Competitors  may 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). 
Only  two  out  of  the  four  special  prizes  which  were  fished 
for  on  Wednesday  last,  were  taken  ;  ths  remaining  two, 
with  one  added  prize,  will  be  competed  for  again  on 
Wednesday  next,  Feb.  1.  Competitors  may  choose 
their  own  fishing  waters  for  those  prizes  (private  waters 
barred).— H.  B. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square. — Mr.  Adam  Gregory  (“  Old  Dad”)  has 
passed  away.  Simple,  kindly,  and  quaint,  he  was  much 
respected  by  all  Liverpool  anglers,  and  if  there  ever 
was  a  true  representative  of  “Old  Izaak  ”  it  was  “  Old 
Dad.”  He  dearly  loved  to  angle,  and  would  go  any¬ 
where,  and  do  almost  anything,  to  get  a  day’s  fishing. 
Peace  be  with  thee,  dead  and  gone  Adam,  and  may  we 
all  meet  on  the  further  shore.  Angling  is  simply  at  a 
standstill  hereabouts,  and  nothing  much  will  be  done 
until  about  Easter.  Last  year  we  had  eighteen  club  out¬ 
ings,  six  of  which  were  to  the  River  Vyrnwy,  and  the  rest 
to  various  waters  in  Cheshire  and  Shropshire  princi¬ 
pally.  This  year  we  hope  to  do  as  many,  for  we  believe 
in  having  these  outings  as  often  as  possible  ;  they  bring 
the  members  together  in  closer  friendship,  and  keep  up 
the  spirit  of  emulation. — Rd.  Woolpall. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-.oad.' — On  the  22ud  inst.,  several  members 
were  out,  but  only  two  returned  with  fish,  a  few  roach. 
On  Monday  we  took  our  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell 
Visiting  List,  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  was  a  success, 
nineteen  clubs  responding  to  the  call  of  the  roll  on 
behalf  of  the  North  London.  I  havqto  thank  those  who 
attended,  and  the  artistes  who  contributed  to  the 
harmony,  and  to  assure  them  that  the  North  London 
will  return  the  compliment  when  their  turn  comes.  The 


next  visit  goes  to  the  Camden,  who,  I  hope  will  have  a 
bumper,  for  they  deserve  it. — H.  Stretch,  hon.  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Cro^vn,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Several  members  went  out  on  the  22nd 
inst.,  but  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  waters,  the  show 
was  small.  Mr.  Bouttler  won  the  silver  tankard  with 
lib.  15oz.  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Jessop,  second,  lib.  13oz. 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Heelas,  third,  8oz.  dace ;  Mr. 
Little,  fourth,  7ioz.  roach;  Mr.  Bonffler  also  had  the 
largest  roach,  13oz.  On  Feb.  5,  Messrs.  Green  and 
Davis’s  prize  will  be  fished  for,  also  two  half  guinea^, 
where  and  how  to  be  decided  next  week.  —  H.  W. 
Morgan,  hon.  asst.  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials.  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensingson. — Since  my  last  report 
several  members  have  had  nice  shows  of  fish.  I  also 
wish  to  inform  members  that  a  special  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  Feb.  1,  to  arrange  an 
outing  for  a  series  of  prizes,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster ;  also  to  hear  the  auditors’  report. — J.  W. 
Harris,  sec. 

BiOdney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street, 
New  Kent-road. — Our  monthly  outing  will  take  place  on 
the  29th  inst.  We  had  a  very  poor  show  on  the  22nd, 
only  three  members  weighing-in,  as  follows  :  Messrs.  J. 
Wigley  (roach),  H.  Mitchell  (roach  and  dace),  J.  Nelling 
(roach  and  dace).  Mr.  Lidmarsh  had  some  very  nice  dace 
on  Wednesday  last. — F.  L.  Lamberton,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  VV. — I  should  like  to  mention 
again  that  the  clock  that  Mr.  George  Osborne  has  kindly 
given  to  be  fished  for  in  open  competition  to  members 
of  any  fishing  club,  is  on  view  at  The  Walnut  Trees, 
Bourne  End,  and  will  be  fished  for  on  the  last  Sunday  in 
February  at  Bourne  End,  tow-path  only;  also  that  our 
outing  will  take  place  on  the  first  Sunday  in  February 
at  Marlow,  Marlow  Bridge  and  Temple  Lock  to  be  the 
boundaries,  tow-path  only.  The  prizes  will  be  settled 
on  Wednesday,  Jan.  31,  when  I  should  like  to  see  a  large 
number  of  members  turn  up.  There  are  still  a  la-ge 
number  of  subscriptions  owing,  and  if  the  members  in 
arrear  will  kindly  pay  up,  it  will  bo  considered  a  great 
favour  by — W.  R.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — As  several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  were  tired  of  being  at  home,  they  were  only  too 
pleased  to  take  advantage  of  the  change  in  the  weather, 
Mr.  Massey  and  Mr.  Clark  being  the  first  to  weigh  in 
after  the  holiday  through  the  frost,  Mr.  Massey  having 
51b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Clark  31b.  of  bream, 
roach,  and  dace. — Pelican. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camber  well-road. — On  the  22nd  inst., 
Messrs.  Sergeant  and  Frei  had  roach  and  dace.  We 
fish  for  three  prizes  on  the  29th  at  Pangbourne. 
Quarterly  night  on  Wednesday  next. — J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  this  li.st  will  be  to  the  St.  George’s 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Prince  ot  Wales,  St. 
George’s-road,  Peckham,  on  Tuesday,  the  31st.  As  this 
society  is  always  represented  at  every  visit  on  the  list,  I 
trust  they  will  be  well  supported. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — We  were  saved  from  a 
blank  on  the  22nd  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  with  roach  from 
Drayton.  Although  there  has  not  been  much  fishing 
done  lately,  members  have  shown  up  well  on  the  meeting 
nights.  On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a  full  muster,  and  it 
was  resolved  to  make  arrangements  on  Tuesdiy  next 
for  an  outing  on  Feb.  5  or  later. — H.  Reaves,  Sec. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  the  22nd.  Mr.  W.  Tyler  weighed- 
in  roach,  one  fine  fish,  11b.  5Joz.  The  members  of  the 
above  will  fish  a  jack  and  perch  match  on  Feb.  5,  in  the 
Medway,  for  several  money  prizes. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxball  Cross. — Some  of  ours  have  been  out 
of  late.  The  following  had  fish  on  the  22nd :  Mr. 
Dawson,  Mr.  Clegg,  Mr.  Betts.  Mr.  Field  paid  us  a 
visit  on  the  24th  to  open  our  benevolent  box,  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  only  contained  seven  shillings.  Better 
luck  next  time.  I  should  like  to  see  members  show  up  a 
little  earlier  on  meeting  nights,  so  that  we  can  start  our 
business  earlier.  I  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  next 
week.  Important. — H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
Wednesday,  Feb.  1,  will  be  a  special  meeting  to  arrange 
some  important  business,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members 
present ;  chair  taken  at  9.30  sharp. — C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Warrington  Anglers’  Association,  7,  Prince- 
street,  Latchford,  Warrington. — The  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  above  association  was  held  in  the  Old 
Workmen’s  Club,  John-street,  on  Friday  evening,  the 
20th  inst.  Mr.  John  Mawson  occupied  the  chair  (in  the 
absence  of  the  Mayor,  who  was  called  to  London  on 
municipal  business),  and  rhero  were  present  Messrs.  J. 
Lyon  Whittle,  W.  A.  Proud,  W.  Y.  Lawton,  P.  W. 
Hailwood,  Samuel  Hartshorn,  J.  Welshy,  W.  Bodle, 
W.  Bolton,  T.  Turner,  and  a  very  good  number  of 
members. — The  balance-sheet  for  the  year,  which  showed 
that  the  total  income,  with  a  balance  of  lls.  8d.  from 
previous  year,  reached  .£17  17s.  6d.,  and,  after  all 
expenses  were  paid,  there  was  a  balance  of  IJs.  2d., 
was  passed  and  adopted. — The  Secretary  submitted 
the  annual  report,  which  showed  that  efforts  had 
been  directed  to  obtain  fishing  for  the  members  in  the 
Corporation  waterworks,  but  we  found  the  rights  had 
been  given  to  Sir  Gilbert  Greenall.  About  three  miles 
of  the  old  Runcorn  and  Latchford  Canal  have  been 
acquired  as  a  fishing  reservoir,  on  very  reasonable 
terms,  from  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company,  into 
which  about  2000  fish  of  different  species  have  been 


placed :  and  the  announcement  was  made  that  several 
local  gentlemen  had  made  a  splendid  offer  to  purchase 
10,000  fish,  to  be  placed  in  the  canal  for  the  benefit  of 
the  members,  the  mention  of  which  evoked  the  most 
hearty  applause.  We  are  in  treaty  with  the  Provincial 
Anglers’  Association,  of  Birmingham,  with  a  view  to 
securing  cheaper  travelling  facilities  on  the  L.  and  N.W. 
Railway  and  Great  Western  Railway.  The  general 
manager  of  the  Cheshire  Lines  Committee  has  also 
been  approached  with  the  view  to  a  renewal  of  the 
facilities  already  enjoyed. — A  new  code  of  rules  were 
submitted  to  the  meeting,  and  a  resolution  on  the  first 
rule  was  unanimously  passed,  “  That  we  form  an  inde¬ 
pendent  district,  to  be  called  the  Warrington  Anglers’ 
Association.”  The  others  were  adopted  en  bloc. — A 
strong  staff  of  officers  and  committee  were  elected,  by 
whom  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  various  improvements 
in  the  condition  of  the  organisation  will  be  effected 
during  the  year. — Peter  Knight,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — A  few  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  22nd  inst.  Messrs.  Hames  and  Cooper 
weighed  in  nice  shows  of  roach,  101b.  8oz.  and  41b.  lloz. 
respectively,  the  latter  w-inning the  third  prize  not  taken 
in  the  January  competition.  On  Wednesday  next  we 
decide  where  the  February  match  is  to  be  held,  and  I 
hope  more  members  will  turn  out  on  that  occasion  than 
during  the  past  year. — Chas.  Wyeb,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were  out 
on  the  15th  inst.,  and  the  following  weighed-in :  Mr.  J. 
Newton,  21b.  12oz.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  L.  Robathan,  11b.  12oz. 
of  roach ;  Mr.  Goodrich,  Mr.  H.  Mills,  and  Mr.  C. 
Maxted,  also  weighed-in  roach.  I  hope  our  members 
will  not  forget  our  monthly  meeting  on  AVednesday 
next,  Feb  1.  At  our  visit  last  night,  the  room  was 
crammed  with  visitors  from  other  clubs,  and  our  mem¬ 
bers  wish  me  to  thank  thim,  one  and  all,  for  giving  us 
such  a  good  turn. — B.  Lowther,  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

The  Lower  Thames. — The  question  of  bait  has,  as 
long  as  I  can  remember,  been  a  difficult  one, especially  as  to 
the  number  an  angler  or  fisherman  may  have  in  his  posses¬ 
sion.  In  a  case  which  was  taken  up  at  Teddingtoa  some 
time  since,  w'here  a  fisherman  was  detected  in  getting 
gudgeon  in  an  illegal  manner,  and  possessing  upwards  of 
eighty  during  the  fence  season,  summonses  were  taken 
out  by  the  ’T.A.P.S.  for  taking  fish  in  an  illegal  way, 
and  also  for  having  so  large  a  numbdr  of  gudgeon  in  his 
possession.  It  was  during  the  trout  season,  when 
anglers  were  permitted  to  have  gudgeon,  bleak,  and 
minnows  for  use  as  bait.  The  magistrates  convicted  the 
offender  for  taking  the  fish  in  an  illegal  manner,  but,  as 
the  plea  was  set  up  for  bait,  and  the  bye-laws  did  not 
specify  the  number  anyone  could  possess,  that  summons 
was  dismissed.  The  other  difficulty  on  the  river  is  that 
of  obtaining  or  purchasing  bait  by  anglers,  and  I  find  in 
the  Field  of  July  23,  1864,  a  letter  appeared  under  the 
head  of  “  Supply  of  Bait  for  Thames  Fishing,”  and  signed 
by  our  good  friend  “  Bed  Spinner.”  In  this  letter  a  sug¬ 
gestion  was  made  that  certain  fishermen  should  be 
licensed  at  the  different  fishery  stations,  to  supply  bait 
upon  a  scale  of  prices  to  be  agreed  upon.  This  sugges¬ 
tion  was  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Stone,  of  Feltham, 
on  Aug.  6  in  that  year,  with  the  recommendation,  if 
carried  out,  such  fishermen  should  be  empowered  to  use 
a  net  not  exceeding  20ft.  round,  and  the  keepers  to  have 
power  to  examine  the  takes,  that  no  unfair  advantage 
should  be  taken  of  the  privilege  ;  but  the  reply  was,  it 
rested  entirely  with  the  conservators  to  make  the  neces¬ 
sary  bye-law.  A  report  having  appeared  in  the  Angler 
of  Saturday  last,  regretting  the  death  of  George  Rose- 
well,  of  Shepperton,  I  have  been  requested  by  that 
excellent  fisherman  to  state  it  is  perfectly  untrue,  that 
he  is  in  the  best  of  health,  and,  with  the  water  improving 
in  condition,  he  hopes  some  of  his  clients  will  come  down 
and  he  will  try  to  give  them  some  sport.  The  report 
has  caused  him  great  inconvenience. — B. 

Upper  Thames.— Thursday.— In  consequence  of 
the  continued  open  weather  the  upper  [reaches  of  th 
Thames  have  got  into  grand  fettle  for  winter  fishing 
and  I  already  hear  of  sport  amid  chub  and  jack,  so 
that  after  all  the  Thames  may  show  a  bouquet  of 
angling  successes  before  the  season  of  1892-3  is  a  thing 
of  the  past.  Chub  are  best  approached  with  pith  and 
brain,  and  jack  with  live  bait  on  snap-tackle.  Roach 
as  yet  do  not  seem  to  have  got  over  the  snow-water,  but 
a  few  more  bright  days  should  bring  them  on  the  feed 
Weather  quite  spring-like,  with  every  indication  of  so 
continuing. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne 
writes;  “The  water  has  been  falling  fast,  and  getting 
in  good  condition  for  all-.-onnd  fishing.  There  have 
not  been  any  punts  out  yet.  When  the  frost  broke 
up  there  was  so  much  snow  came  into  the  water  it 
made  it  high  and  thick.  During  the  last  few  days  the 
bank  anglers  have  been  taking  some  fine  roach  up 
Hampton  way.” 

Thames  (Henley). — During  the  week  ending  21st, 
although  the  condition  of  the  river  has  been  far  from 
favourable  for  successful  angling,  a  few  items  of  interest 
have  been  brought  under  my  notice.  Sundry  small  takes 
of  pike  have  been  made  by  the  local  fishermen,  but  the 
heaviest  specimen  was  only  71b.  The  best  basket— 
numerically — was  that  made  by  R.  Collins,  who  had  six 


January  28,  1893] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


07 


fish,  weighing’  together  ISjlb.  ;  these  fish  were  of  almost 
equal  individual  weight.  Pike  fishers  who  desire  an 
increase  to  2'2in.  or  24in.  in  the  retainable  size  of  their 
favourite  fish  please  note.  Collins,  whilst  pike  fishing 
on  Satnrday,  hooked  and  landed  a  trout  of  about  31b., 
and  on  the  22nd  inst.  another  specimen,  which  was  seen  by 
two  or  three  persons,  and  said  to  weigh  from  SJlb.  to 
91b.  ;  both  were  returned.  On  Saturday  I  saw  a  small 
basket  of  roach,  but  the  average  size  was  small,  the  two 
last  specimens  being  abont  jlb.  each.  The  paid  keeper 
employed  by  the  Henley  Fishery  Preservation  Associa¬ 
tion  has  on  several  occasions  examined  the  wells  of 
punts  and  fishing-boats,  but  his  reports  are  satisfactory. 
Since  Monday  but  little  has  been  done,  as  the  water  has 
been  gaining  good  condition  but  slowly  :  two  or  three 
small  pike  have  been  landed,  and  some  fairly  good  roach, 
but-no  specimen  was  worthy  of  special  mention.  At 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday  afternoon)  six  of  the  weir 
sluices  are  still  drawn,  and  a  strong  streamrnnning,  but 
the  river  should  be  in  good  order  by  Sunday  if  we  have 
no  heavy  rainfall. — A.  E.  H. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — There  has  not  been  any  of 
the  fishermen  out,  but  the  bank  anglers  have  been 
getting  a  few  roach  and  dace.  The  water  is  still  a  little 
thick,  but  if  the  weather  keeps  fine  it  will  soon  be  in 
condition,  and  the  jack  anglers  should  get  out  in  their 
favourite  places. 

Thames  (Tide’way). — The  water  has  been  so  thick 
that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  do  any  business, 
and  reports  of  fishing  have  been  out  of  the  question. 

Thames  (Windsor  District). — The  river  here  is 
still  very  dirty,  but  by  the  23th,  if  rain  keeps  off,  should 
be  a  capital  colour  for  jack  and  roach,  and  a  day  or  so 
later  for  chub,  which,  properly  approached,  will  take 
pith  well.  Though  water  has  been  thick,  Mr.  Paice,  of 
Eton  Wick,  has  had,  on  two  occasions,  seven  jack,  but 
small,  by  fishing  at  'the  mouth  of  a  brook  running  into 
the  river,  which  gave  a  clearer  water,  and  this  mild 
weather  the  jack  will  be  making  their  annual  run  up  the 
ditches,  which  preservation  societies  would  do  well  to 
look  after,  especially  on  Sunday  mornings.  Keane, 
jun.,  of  Staines,  has  had,  with  patrons  in  this  district, 
which  he  is  now  fishing,  some  capital  baskets  of  roach. 
I  had  a  hurried  look  at  one  very  good  specimen  just  as 
train  was  leaving  one  evening,  and  Keane  thought  it 
would  go  within  an  ounce  or  two  of  two  pounds;  it 
certainly  was  a  good  specimen.  A  Mr.  Rogers,  of 
London,  I  understand,  was  the  lucky  captor.  The  local 
veterans,  Carey  and  Bradbury,  have  also  had  some 
capital  roach,  which  are  now  in  perfect  condition.  A 
fiight  of  six  gulls  were  seen  disporting  themselves  a  few 
mornings  back,  on  a  pool  behind  the  Romney  lock- 
keeper’s  house,  which  must  have  been  a  great  tempta¬ 
tion  to  this  well  known  knight  of  the  trigger,  Mr.  A. 
Hill. — B.  R.  Bambbidge. 

Ancbolme  District. — It  is  now  very  mild  and 
springlike,  and  by  the  time  this  is  in  ’type,  with  no 
further  frost,  most  running  waters  will  be  free  from  ice, 
and  angling  can  be  comfortably  resumed.  The  stagnant 
waters  are,  however,  mostly  coated  with  about  three 
inches  of  unmelted  ice.  A  few  local  anglers  about  Brigg 
have  resumed  fishing,  but  waters  are  too  cold  at  present 
to  yield  good  results.  A  club  is  in  course  of  formation 
at  Market  Rasen  to  stock  the  Rase  with  trout.  Dr. 
Barton  is  the  president,  Mr.  Padley  the  treasurer,  and 
Mr.  Tillett  the  secretary.  A  thousand  very  fine  yearling 
fario,  up  to  7  inches,  left  the  Manor  fishery  to-day  for  a 
noted  angling  club  on  the  Lea. — Thomas  Foed. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  all  that  could 
be  wished,  but  no  fishing  has  been  done  to  our  know¬ 
ledge  near  here.  Trout  will  be  in  this  time  next  week, 
and  we  hope  to  have  something  to  report.  The  rain  of 
to-day  will  put  a  colour  in  our  streams. — D.  and  W.  H. 
Fosteb. 

ISze  and  Canal  (Dxeter), — The  few  rodsters  who 
have  ventured  out  this  week  have  met  with  a  very  large 
percentage  of  “  blanks,”  fish  of  all  kinds  declining  to 
take  the  slightest  interest  in  the  various  “wiles”  of 
the  artful  angler.  This  general  indifference  to  matters 
“dietary”  is,  I  suppose,  [a  proof  that  the  snow-broth 
has  not  yet  run  off,  and,  until  we  get  a  good  freshet 
down,  to  thoroughly  cleanse  the  river,  anglers  who 
wish  to  preserve  an  even  temper  will,  I  think,  act 
TOsely  by  taking  a  rest.  The  outlook  just  now 
is  decidedly  rainy ;  so  let  us  hope  that  that  much- 
desired  flood  will  soon  be  an  accomplished  fact. 
Messrs.  Edwards  and  Jackman  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Tiverton  Canal  on  Tuesday  last,  but  found  this  old 
water  way  still  largely  ice  blocked.  Tiverton,  although 
only  sixteen  miles  from  Exeter,  is  undoubtedly  a  much 
colder  neighbourhood,  and  the  canal,  standing  high  as  it 
does,  when  once  frozen,  takes  a  lot  of  thawing.  I  should 
advise  pikeists,  who  contemplate  paying  a  visit  to  this 
water,  to  at  any  rate  postpone  it  for  another  ten  days 
at  least.  By  that  time,  if  the  present  mild  weather 
lasts,  open  water  will  be  pretty  well  assured,  and  some 
good  sport  may  be  reasonably  expected  after  tbe  pro¬ 
tracted  “fast”  of  “Messieurs  the  Pike.”  — Red 
Palmeb. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Iiiucolnshire). — There  is 
some  chance  at  last  of  an  early  commencement  of  opera¬ 
tions  among  anglers.  Last  week’s  return  of  the  frost 
was  followed  by  a  heavy  snowfall,  and  this  has  brought 
about  a  much  milder  temperature,  and  the  snow  and  ice 
are  rapidly  passing  away.  Should  this  continue  for  a 
few  days^  things  will  come  all  right  again,  but  really  the 
weather  is  by  no  means  settled.  The  barometer  is  low 
and  oscillates  a  good  deal  ;  and  reports  from  the  west 
and  Transatlantic  observers  are  by  no  means  assuring. 
However,  we  must  hope  for  the  best,  but  it  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  that,  after  close  on  a  month’s  inactivity,  several 
of  the  old  fen  fishermen  are  very  desirous  of  getting  to 
work  again.  The  season  is  skipping  away  very  fast. 


and  as  yet  the  returns  of  pike  captures  are  only  small. 
With  a  spell  of  open  weather  these  would  now  soon  be 
much  improved. — Limpet. 

Great  Paxton  (St.  Neot’s).— After  a  long  spell  of 
severe  frost  the  river  is  aiain  open,  and  Tuesday  last 
was  the  first  day  that  the  fish  were  tried,  and  we  were 
not  disappointed,  as  roach,  bream,  and  perch  were 
feeding.  Some  good  fish  of  the  two  first  named  were 
caught  and  some  lost.  A  good  chub,  too,  regained  his 
liberty  after  a  hard  fight.  If  no  rain  falls  before  the 
end  of  the  week  the  river  will  be  in  good  order  for  jack 
fishing,  and  they  should  come  on  well  after  this  long 
fast. — William  Duckee. 

Hampshire  Streams.— The  pike  are  somewhat  a 
nuisance  in  these  waters  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and 
are  captured  by  means  of  netting,  &o.,  as  much  as 
possible,  owing  to  their  harmful  tendency  upon  the  more 
highly  esteemed  trout,  with  which  the  rivers  of  Hamp¬ 
shire  abound.  Writing  about  trout  I  am  reminded  of'a 
monster  which  was  caught  in  the  Itchen  near  the  city 
of  Winchester  some  years  ago.  This  veteran  was  well 
known  by  many  local  anglers  to  have  its  home  in  a 
certain  piece  of  water,  and  it  was  the  ambition  of  many 
sportsmen  to  bring  him  to  terra  firma  ■,  but  for  along 
time  he  defied  all  their  efforts,  and  scornfully  refused 
the  luring  fly  which  were  so  often  offered  him.  How¬ 
ever,  he  at  last  succumbed  to  a  Winchester  working 
man  angler  who  sold  him  for  a  good  sum  to  a  tradesman 
who  had  it  preserved  in  a  suitable  case.  The  trout  was 
afterwards  disposed  of  by  auction,  falling  into  the  hands 
of  a  respected  gentleman  of  the  city,  who  paid  about  .£20 
for  him.  It  is  in  that  gentleman’s  possession  at  this 
moment.  The  fish,  which  was  in  grand  condition, 
scaled  over  141b. — truly  a  splendid  weight.  Many  large 
fish  are  to  be  had  in  the  season  in  both  the  Itchen  and 
the  Teat.  In  the  latter  river,  near  Southampton,  an 
old  volume,  “Picturesque  Excursions,”  records  “that 
formerly  salmon  were  so  plentiful,  that  apprentices,  in 
their  indentures,  used  to  stipulate  that  they  were  not 
to  have  them  for  dinner  more  than  twice  weekly.” 
That  was  in  the  good  old  times,  and  they  have  long  since 
become  scarce,  although  a  few  are  occasionally  to  be 
met  with.  Most  of  the  waters  are  strictly  preserved, 
but  the  large  fish  mentioned  above  was  taken  from  open 
waters.  Trout,  grayling,  and  eels  abound  in  most  of 
the  rivers  of  Hampshire.  I  note  that  a  valuable  fishing 
estate — a  portion  of  the  Houghton  Water— is  in  the 
market.  It  contains  some  of  the  finest  trout  and  gray¬ 
ling  _  fi.shing  in  the  country.  There  is  undoubtedly  a 
considerable  number  of  trout  taken  from  the  streams — 
notably  the  Test  and  the  Itchen — by  unscrupulous 
persons  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  eases  are  fre¬ 
quently  being  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  magis¬ 
trates,  who,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  generally  impose 
substantial  penalties.  At  the  County  Bench  last  week 
a  labourer,  of  Romsey,  named  Betteridge,  was  charged 
with  having  an  unseasonable  trout  in  his  possession  a4 
Greatbridge,  on  Dec.  9,  and  was  fined  .5s.  and  6s.  6d. 
costs.  I  am  greatly  surprised  sometimes  to  see  trout  in 
the  close  season  offered  for  sale  upon  the  fishmonger’s 
slabs.— J.  E.  W. 

Iiea  and  Stort. — At  the  present  time  there  is  plenty 
of  water  in  both  the  old  river  and  the  navigation  canal, 
and,  taken  as  a  rule,  the  water  is  in  very  fair  condition. 
In  some  places  it  is  running  down  in  a  somewhat  turbid 
state :  but  from  observations  made  to-day  (Thurs¬ 
day),  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  fish  are  not 
feeding  so  near  the  bottom  as  they  usually  do  in  a  low 
state  of  the  water,  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  saw  plenty 
of  them  disporting  themselves  near  the  surface.  Possibly 
they  may,  like  we  bipeds,  prefer  the  purer  liquid  to  the 
sediment.  The  best  news  I  got  was  from  Waltham 
Abbey,  where  roach  fishing  has  been  decidedly  good 
as  far  as  weight  of  individual  fish  is  concerned.  On 
Sunday  last  and  following  days  Mr.  Lapwood  took, 
amongst  other  smaller  fish,  one  of  14Joz.  and  another  of 
lib. ;  Mr.  Shanbrooke  had  one  of  I25OZ.  and  a  beauty  of 
11b.  2J0Z.  ;  Mr.  Bailey  had  a  good  one  of  13.joz.  These 
figures  augur  weU  for  the  chance  of  anglers  who  enter 
for  the  open  competition,  which  is  to  take  place  on  Feb.  6. 
Mr.  Avis,  of  the  King’s  Arms,  tells  me  that  he  will 
give  a  couple  of  prizes,  and  that  a  friend  of  the  gentle 
craft  will  give  a  heating-flask  to  be  fished  for  on  the 
occasion.  I  saw  a  few  fishermen  near  Enfield  Lock  and 
Ponder’s  End,  but  did  not  hear  of  their  having  had  much 
sport.  I  understand  that  the  Rye  House  competition 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund  and  the 
Convalescent  Home  is  likely  to  take  place  on  March  19 
and  the  following  Sunday.  In  the  early  part  of  this 
week  some  poachers  have  been  caught  netting  in  the 
Edmonton  neighbourhood.  They  had  about  half  a 
bushel  of  fish,  and  their  names  and  addresses  were 
obtained.  These  facts,  I  believe,  have  been  forwarded 
to  the  authorities  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  and  that 
the  same  may  be  treated  with  more  consideration  than 
those  absolutely  truthful  ones  which  met  with  nothing 
but  contumely  from  the  hands  of  the  above  august  body 
of  legislators,  when  published  and  not  enquired  into,  is 
the  sincere  wish  of  Spliced  Joint. 

Iiug-gf  and  Arro-wr  (Leominster).— In  this  district 
during  last  week  fishing  was  snowed  up  and  quite  at  a 
standstill.  A  thaw  set  in,  and  the  rivers  rose  several 
inches,  and  were  full  of  snow-water.  The  mild  weather 
has  made  the  prospect  for  sport  by  the  end  of  the  week 
good.  No  anglers  have  been  out  of  late.  The  Pinsley 
is  stained. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  now  running  lower,  and  clearing,  yet  there 
is  still  snow  in  them.  If  the  present  fine  open  weather 
continues  there  may  be  a  chance  of  sport  next  week. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Cambridgeshire  Waters. 

— King  frost  has  once  again  left  us,  and  our  rivers  Lark, 


Ouse,  Little  Ouse,  and  Cam,  are  fairly  fishable  ;  the  water 
is  high  and  coloured,  but  there  are  some  fairly  good 
swims  to  bo  had,  especially  at  Brandon.  I  took  a  nice 
lot  of  roach,  with  a  friend  of  mine,  yesterday  (21th). 
Weather  fine,  and  not  cold. — William  Howlett. 

Scarborough —Sea  Angling. — Good  sport  has  been 
had  during  tbc  past  week,  both  by  pier  and  boat 
anglers,  chiefly  with  rock  cod.  On  Monday  last  an 
angler,  fishing  off  the  east  pier,  took  three  fish  (total 
weight  close  on  201b.),  and  another  angler  the  same 
evening  landed  a  fine  fish  of  161b.  “Long  lining  ”  for 
haddock  has  been  a  great  success  with  the  “  cobblemen  ” 
this  season  ;  indeed,  some  of  the  men  have  been  taking 
upwards  of  10001b.  per  boat. — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury) . —Anglers  will  do  well  to 
look  up  their  pike  tackle  and  secure  a  good  supply  of 
live  bait,  for  there  is  doubtless  a  good  timi  in  store  as 
soon  as  the  river  shall  hare  become  sufficiently  clear, 
which  should  be  by  the  time  this  report  reaches  pub¬ 
licity.  The  fish  will  now  be  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
which  will  not  perhaps  be  the  case  in  another  week  or 
so.  Not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  sport  itself,  but  for  the 
protection  of  the  trout,  should  anglers  do  their  utmost 
during  the  next  few  weeks  to  rid  the  river  of  a  few  of 
the  heavy  pike  which  abound.  Plenty  of  roach,  dace,, 
and  chub,  with  here  and  there  a  good  perch  or  two, 
should  be  taken  as  soon  as  the  water  becomes  suffi¬ 
ciently  clear  for  fine  tackle  to  be  used. — Piscatob. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and,  Cain  (Llan- 
ymynech). — The  frost  has  now  altogether  disappeared, 
and  the  snow  has  left  us  without  the  slightest  approach 
to  a  flood,  and  the  rivers  are  now  rather  belo'w  than 
above  the  average  level  for  the  time  of  year,  and  as  the 
water  is  now  quite  free  from  snow,  anglers  are  again 
busy,  but,  although  we  have  had  bright  sunshine  for  the 
past  few  days,  still  the  wind  continues  fro.m  west  to 
north-east,  and  sport  is  yet  very  indifferent.  — 
Vybnwt. 

Stour  (Bares). — Late  on  Thursday  night  rain  was 
falling  fast  with  S.W.  wind.  Water  in  good  order,  and 
bags  of  roach  have  been  had  up  to  151b. — Goosequill. 

Sussex  Biivers. — The  skatists  and  wild-fowlers 
have  had  a  pretty  good  innings,  and  weather  almost 
summer-like  is  upon  us.  The  gradual  thaw  has  well 
nigh  cleared  rivers  of  ice,  but  the  temperature  of  the 
water  is  too  low,  in  my  opinion,  for  successful  bottom 
fishing.  Pike  should  now  be  in  good  trim  and  well  on 
feed,  and  the  perch,  which  appear  to  be  getting  more 
scarce  every  season,  are  heavy  in  spawn.  The  Aruu  is 
reported  as  in  good  order  at  Pulborough,  where  a  few 
roach  and  bream  have  been  taken,  and  from  near 
Blackrabbit,  on  Saturday,  a  Brighton  angler  secured 
7Jlb.  of  good  roach  with  brandling  The  Ouse  has  been 
fairly  well  patronised.  A  few  chub  have  been  taken 
from  the  upper  reaches,  also  a  pike  of  51b.  and  some 
good  roach.  Below  Lewes,  in  the  tideway,  roach 
exceeding  lib.  have  been  secured  by  light  legering  with 
worm.  The  Adur,  in  close  proximity  to  Steyning,  is 
worth  a  trial  among  the  roach  and  dace,  and  the  flatfish 
taken  with  worm -add  to  a  variety  basket.  Pike  are 
notified  me  from  the  Rother,  but  the  heaviest  fish  of 
6Jlb.  was  taken  early  in  the  week  below  Selham. 
Chichester  canal  is  exceptionally  high  aid  bright. 
A  few  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  in  the  upper 
reaches,  and  a  few  small  pike  below  the  lock. — Geobge 
F.  Saltee. 

Teme  (Ludlo-w).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  a  nice  level,  but  slightly  coloured.  All  the 
snow  has  disappeared,  but  there  is  a  quantity  of  snow¬ 
water  going  down  the  river.  The  fish  have  been  moving, 
and  a  few  have  been  out  with  the  Worm,  Maggot,  and 
Grasshopper,  but  few  fish  have  been  landed.  Sport  by 
the  end  of  the  week  should  be  good  if  the  weather 
keeps  fine.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche,  are 
all  full  of  snow-water,  no  fishing  in  them  of  late,  but 
prospects  good  when  the  water  clears. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury.)— In  this  part  the  snow  has  all 
gone,  and  the  river  is  now  running  a  nice  height,  but  a 
quantity  of  snow-water  is  running  down  it.  Angling 
has  been  suspended  for  the  last  fortnight,  but  there  is 
every  chance  of  some  good  fishing  being  had  by  the  end 
of  the  week  — Woecestee. 

Torridge  (Torrlngton).— Trout  fishing  begins  in 
North  Devon  on  Wednesday  next,  water  and  weather 
permitting.  We  are  having  a  mild  time — fog  and  rain  ; 
this  will  bring  on  the  fishing. — Peactical  Anglee. 

Trent  (Newark).— Although  the  Trent  has  fluc¬ 
tuated  considerably  during  the  week,  bottom  fishermen 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  open  weather,  and,  with 
worms,  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken,  though  not  in- 
large  quantities,  Mr.  J.  Shepherd  booking  a  good  speci¬ 
men  of  the  former,  weighing  lib.  IJoz.  at  the  piscatorial 
club-room.  Pike  and  chub  fishing  has  been  out  of  con¬ 
sideration,  and  fishing  for  Esox  lucius  should  close  in  the 
Rolleston  and  Staythorpe  lengths  on  Tuesday  next,  but 
1  am  requested  by  the  lessee,  Mr.  David  Slater,  to  state 
that  subscribers  have  the  privilege  of  attempting  their 
capture  up  to  the  15th  prox.  Rain  has  fallen  heavily 
during  this  (Thursday)  afternoon,  so  probably  another 
rise  of  water  will  result,  and  the  fortnight’s  grace  will 
not,  under  the  circumstances,  produce  any  great  results. 
— Teentsidee. 

'With.am,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — A  change  has  come 
over  the  weather  in  this  district  during  the  last  few 
days,  and  if  this  continues  we  shall  soon  have  angling 
resumed.  The  period  of  inaction  has  been  an  unusually 
long  one,  and  consequently  the  enthusiasts  will  wish 
to  begin  again  as  soon  as  they  can.  The  outlook,  how¬ 
ever,  is  rather  doubtful,  though  as  I  write  it  seems 
pretty  promising.  This  winter  the  experiment  has  been 
made  of  issuing  cheap  tickets  from  Sheffield  and  other 
stations  on  the  M.  S.  and  L.  Railway,  for  Boston  every 
Friday,  chiefly  for  the  accommodation  of  anglers ;  but 
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as  yet  they  have  not  been  very  well  patronised.  Should 
the  weather  remain  open,  they  will,  however,  be  found 
a  boon  for  tbe  visiting  angler,  who  at  the  present  time 
i.s  much  in  favour  of  Boston  as  a  fishing  centre.  It  has 
certainly  of  late  furnished  the  best  sport,  and  where 
sport  is  the  sportsman  may  be  depended  upon  finding  it. 
Lincoln  and  the  Fosdyke  stations  have  lost  a  good  deal 
of  favour  lately  through  poor  sport,  and  though  exagge¬ 
rated  reports  have  been  put  about,  they  have  failed  to 
bring  back  their  old-time  popularity.  If  Boston  wishes 
well  to  the  anglers  who  favour  it,  they  will  do  well  to 
look  after  a  good  supply  of  fish  for  them.  Luce. 

Yore,  Wliarfe,  Swale,  &c.— All  the  snow  and  ice 
has  now  vanished,  and  there  is  still  a  chance  of  a  week 
or  two  of  grayling  fishing  as  soon  of  the  rivers  run  clear 
of  “broth.”  No  one  ought  to  take  grayling  after  Feb. 
1.5 ;  even  now  some  of  them  are  full  of  spawn. — Francis 
K.  'Walbean. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Biriiani  Hotel,  Birnam,  N.B.— On  Thursday  Mr. 
A.  D.  McLeod,  Windermere,  caught  one  salmon,  301b., 
on  Murthly.  On  Saturday  Mr.  W.  P.  Dunlop,  of  Sydney, 
one  salmon.  171b  On  Monday,  Mr.  Dunlop  two  beautiful 
salmon,  181b.  and  dulb.  Also  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Dunlop 
one  salmon,  101b.,  on  Murthly;  and  Mr.  Cesari  one 
salmon,  181b.  on  hotel  water. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire). — A  rattling  fresh  has 
set  in  just  in  the  nick  of  time  to  save  the  advent  of  the 
opening  season  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  other  northern 
streams  from  being  a  blank.  The  rivers  are  in  full 
Hood,  and  with  the  fine  drawing  waters  there  is  a  cer¬ 
tainty  of  a  good  head  of  spring  fish  being  found  well  up 
into  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Dee  at  least.  The 
breaking  up  of  the  ice-bound  rivers  on  Wednesday 
last  was  a  grand  sight,  and  for  fully  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  rivers  were  one  mass  of  pack-ice, 
so  thickly  set  that  the  ferry-boats  had  to  suspend 
their  usual  crossings,  and  many  of  the  sma.ller 
bridges  were  in  danger  of  being  swept  away.  Since 
then  the  weather,  with  the  exception  of  Saturday,  when 
it  blew  a  perfect  gale  of  wind  and  snow,  has  been 
most  favourable.  The  fresh  has  been  thorough,  and  the 
volume  of  water  sent  down  most  gratifying.  Large 
numbers  of  dead  fish,  all  spent,  and  chiefly  fungoid,  have 
been  cast  up  in  the  backwaters.  The  terrific  ice  crash, 
the  sounds  of  which  were  heard  miles  from  the  river, 
accounts  for  these  victims,  but  in  the  case  of  the 
majority  of  these  their  loss  can  be  easily  spared.  Ten 
fish  were  taken  from  one  spot  to-day  (  Tuesday)  all 
heavily  affected  with /Sftprolegam/era.r.  Not  a  vestige 
of  the  late  storm  now  remains  on  the  low  grounds, 
while  the  snows  on  the  distant  hills  are  much  broken. 
Sport  is  now  a  certainty  on  the  middle  and  lower 
reaches  on  the  11th,  and,  with  a  continuance  of  open 
fresh  weather,  a  larger  head  of  fish  may  confidently 
be  counted  on,  and  be  found  farther  inland. — Deesider. 

Halladale  (Sutherland). — No.  5  beat  on  the  Halla- 
dale  was  fished  by  the  Sandside  rod  on  the  23rd  inst. 
Four  kelts  were  landed,  but  no  clean  fish  were  seen. 
Biver  in  very  good  fishing  order,  but  don’t  expect  that 
there  are  clean  fish  up  yet.  Weather  very  mild  and  rain 
felling,  which  should  fetch  up  some  early  springers. 
When  ice  broke  up  a  good  many  kelts  were  killed.  This 
river  is  now  divided  into  six  beats,  which  will  be  more 
satisfactory  than  before. — Nicol  McNicoe. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  -It  seems  fated  that  this, 
the  month  of  January,  should  still  prove  as  unproductive 
of  sport  as  its  brother  of  1892.  At  the  period  of  the 
opening  of  the  i-iver  for  angling  then,  the  weather  was 
very  similar  to  what  it  was  this  season,  with  this 
difference,  that  this  year  the  frost  was  much  more 
severe,  and  of  much  longer  duration,  and  the  river 
become  icehound  very  early  in  December,  bringing  the 
volume  of  water  down  almost  to  its  former  level.  This, 
with  the  extreme  low  temperature  of  the  water  must 
have  kept  back  salmon  from  taking  the  river,  and  even 
with  the  recent  floods,  I  am  somewhat  afraid  that  but 
few  fish  ventured  up  stream.  The  past  week  has  been 
very  boisterous,  and  not  at  all  favourable  to  angling, 
and  I  am  only  able  to  report,  as  will  be  seen  below,  the 
capture  of  one  new  fish.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  George  Ross 
fished  No.  6  (Kildonan),  but  the  water  was  too  high, 
being  full  from  “bank  to  brae,”  and  got  nothing.  On 
Wednesday  the  river  was  no  lower,  rain  having  fallen, 
and  no  angling  was  tried.  On  Thursday  two  anglers 
w'ent  out,  although  it  blew  a  gale,  Mr.  Richard  Ruther¬ 
ford  and  the  Rev.  O.  McMillan,  but  only  two  kelts  were 
landed.  Friday  was  again  stormy,  snow  falling  almost 
without  intermission,  and  angling  was  not  attempted. 
<)n  Saturday'  snow  was  still  falling,  but  the  river  had 
fallen  a  little,  and  Mr.  George  Ross,  fishing  No.  2  beat, 
landed  a  nice  shaped  newly  run  fish  of  131b.,  this  being  the 
first  salmon  of  the  season  got  here.  On  Monday,  the  23rd, 
which  was  a  likely  day  for  angling,  Mr.  Ross  fished 
No.  1  beat,  but  was  blank;  the  Rev.  G.  McMillan  was 
also  out,  but  got  nothing.  Tuesday,  the  21th,  was 
extremely  wet,  and  three  anglers  went  out,  but  up  to 
the  hour  of  posting  none  of  them  had  returned.  There 
is  little  doubt  but  salmon  are  now  taking  the  river,  and 
when  the  weather  settles,  as  I  expect  it  will  soon,  good 
sport  I  hope  will  be  got.  Some  sportsmen  are  expected 
on  Thursday,  and  I  would  say  to  those  who  intend 
angling  on  this  river  that  it  would  be  well  for  them  to 
be  on  the  ground  now.  '  No  trout  fishing  has  yet  been 
attempted  here,  the  river  being  much  too  high. — S.  C. 

Loch  and  River  Tay.— The  angling  which,  on 
account  of  the  low  water  and  ice,  opened  indifferently, 
has  much  improved  since  the  thaw,  and  more  genial 
conditions  set  in.  There  appears  to  be  plenty  of  fish, 
with  few  kelts,  but  a  good  many  diseased  ones.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  takes  that  have  been  made  ; 


— Locb  Tay,  Lochy  Hotel :  Mr.  Paterson,  two  of  221b. 
and  181b.  ;  Dr.  Allum,  Stirling,  one  of  201b. ;  Mr.  Rich¬ 
mond,  Glasgow,  six  of  171b.,  181b.,  191b.,  221b.,  221b., 
and  241b.  ;  Mrs.  Richmond,  Glasgow,  two  of  331b.  and 
241b.  Reserve  water  :  Mr.  Pullar,  Bridge  of  Allan,  one 
of  201b.  Kenmore  Hotel  water  ;  Mr.  Wright,  one  of 
201b.  ;  Mr.  Houston,  Glasgow,  one  of  241b.;  Mr.  W.  J. 
Fraser,  one  of  171b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Russel,  two  of  161b.  and 
171b. ;  Mr.  Atken,  of  Letterallen,  five  of  181b.,  201b., 
221b.,  23jlb.,  321b.  Killim  reserve  water ;  Mr.  Frank 
Mappin,  three  of  191b.,  231b.,  and 241b.  ;  Capt.  MacNeill, 
one  fine'  fish  of  201b.  Killin  Hotel  water  ;  Mr.  Unwin, 
three  of  201b.,  211b.,  241b.  Ardeonaig  Hotel  water  :  Mr. 
Stewart  Feddal,  one  of  231b.  ;  Mr.  Stewart,  Edinburgh, 
two  of  171b.  and  241b.  :  Mr.  Thomson,  Manchester,  two 
of  181b.  and  271b.  The  Tay,  Bornam  Hotel  water  :  Mr. 
Dunlop  Sydney,  three  of  171b.,  181b.,  and  201b.  ;  Mr. 
McLeod,  Windermere,  a  clean  fish  of  301b.  ;  Mr.  Cesari, 
five  fine  fish  of  2Glb.,  22lb.,  and  three  over  181b  ;  Col. 
Sandeman,  on  Stanley  water,  two  of  181b.  and  191b.  ; 
James  Carr,  keeper,  on  Stenton  water,  one  of  251b. ; 
John  Roy,  keeper,  on  Dalguise  water,  two  of  251b.  and 
261b. ;  Mr.  Fenton,  with  Messrs.  Whitton,  sen.  and  jnn., 
on  Stobhall  water,  nine  of  161b.,  IG^lb.,  18|lb.,  two  of 
1941b.,  2r;ib.,221b.,  2741b.,  and  351b.— Iasq air. 

Loch  Tay. — The  opening  week  on  tbe  Killin  Hotel 
water  has  been  very  good  for  the  number  of  boats,  viz., 
two.  Mr.  Frank  Mappin  caught  six  salmon,  21!b.,  161b., 
241b.,  191b. ,231b.,  271b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Unwin  caughtfour,  241b., 
211b.,  161b.,  201b. ;  Capt.  McNeill,  231b.,  fishing  only  one 
day  ;  Bridge,  of  Lochay  Killin  Hotel  water,  three  boats 
out,  viz. :  Mr.  Richmond,  Glasgow,  three  salmon,  171b., 
191b.,  221b. ;  Mrs.  Richmond  eight  salmon,  161b.,  321b., 
211b.,  331b.,  221b.,  221b..  221b.,  181b.,  241b.  ;  Mr.  Paterson, 
Glasgow,  three  salmon,  181b.,  221b.,  231b.  The  snow  and 
ice  baa  all  broken  up  now.  The  loch  is  in  far  better 
condition,  and  a  fine  spate  on  at  the  present  time_ ;  just 
what  is  required  to  bring  the  salmon  up  the  river. 

Tay  (Perth). — The  melting  snow  has  kept  the  river 
out  of  ply  for  a  day  or  two,  but  it  is  in  good  condition 
again.  Sport  continues  good,  and  fish  are  reported  to  be 
numerous.  Mr.  McIntosh,  the  keeper,  killed  two  fish  on 
the  Stothall  water  on  Wednesday,  and  one  of  301b.  was 
got  on  the  Birnam  Hotel  water,  on  Thursday,  by  Mr. 
McLeod.  On  Saturday,  Messrs.  Major  and  Poynson 
killed  two  on  the  Meikleour  water,  22lh.  and  181b.  Two 
fish  were  also  got  on  the  Scorn  water,  by  Mr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Dunlop  Sydney  killed  one  of  181b.  on  the  Birnam 
Hotel  water,  and  Mr.  Boy,  the  keeper  at  Dalguise, 
killed  two,  261b.  and  251b.  Mr.  Fenton  killed  six  on  the 
Hobbell  water,  averaging  201b.  each,  and  Mr.  Still  killed 
three  on  the  Easthaugh  water,  during  the  week.  Col. 
Sandeman  killed  two  on  the  Stanley  water,  301b.  and  151b. 
On  the  Stobhall  water  Col.  Cornwall  Legh  had  two  on 
Saturday,  one  on  Monday,  and  one  on  Tuesday  211b. 
The  Rev.  M.  Campbell  killed  one  of  171b.  on  the 
Logierait  water  on  Tuesday  ;  Mr.  Fenton,  one  of  81b.  on 
Stobhall,  and  Mr.  Joynson,  one  of  1641b.  on  Mickle  our. 
The  boatmen  killed  two  on  Stanley,  201b.  and  171b.,  and 
one  of  161b.  was  got  on  the  Birnam  water  by  Mr.  Dunlop, 
and  one  of  181b.  by  Mr.  Cesari. 

Thurso  (Halkirk,  N.B.).— The  prospects  are  now 
excellent.  A  good  spate  has  been  going  on  since' 
Sunday,  and  fresh  fish  were  seen  running  up  six  miles 
from  the  sea.  It  is  rare  to  see  fish  running  up  this 
river  in  January,  but  the  favourable  temperature  of  the 
water  accounts  for  it.  It  reached  424  degrees  on  Tues¬ 
day,  which  is  three  degreea  warmer  than  the  sea.  That  a 
good  head  of  fish  have  come  up  there  can  be  little  doubt, 
and  the  anglers  who  intend  “opening  the  ball”  on 
Monday  are  pretty  sure  of  having  “  tight  lines.”  The 
fish  seen  running  were  small  springers,  from  81b.  to 
101b.  These  take  fly  much  better  than  heavy  fish. 
Anglers,  as  a  rule,  much  rather  catching  two  small  fish 
than  one  large  one,  and  certainly  they  afford  better 
sport.  Brawl  Castle  is  now  open  for  the  anglers. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — The  river  is  rising  steadily  from  the 
rush  of  water  in  the  numerous  tributaries  coming  down 
from  the  Tyrone  slopes  of  the  Sperrin  mountains.  The 
last  runs  of  salmon  are  up  on  the  redds,  and  only  a  few 
straggling  fish  are  lying  in  the  lower  stretches.  No 
salmon  over  301b.  were  seen  clearing  the  weirs,  but 
plenty  of  201b. ;  lake  trout  were  observed  on  the  fords. 
Every  prospect  looks  favourable  to  the  approaching 
angling  time.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  Ballinderry  has 
lost  one  of  its  best,  if  not  the  best,  anglers  in  the 
removal  of  Garret  Nagle,  Esq  ,  R.M.,  to  Omagh,  where 
he  will  have  good  sport  I  trust  on  the  Mourne  and 
Strule. 

Later. — The  water  is  getting  below  winter  level. 
Yesterday  I  walked  about  seven  miles  of  the  main 
stream  and  its  tributaries,  and  I  noticed  a  great  many 
redds  in  use  that  were  not  used  last  season.  Only  a  few 
salmon  were  observable  on  the  spawning  beds.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  this  happy  state  of  affairs  is  almost 
entirely  due  to  the  high  water  preventing  netting  on  the 
shallows  and  gaffing  at  the  weirs.  On  the  lower  three 
miles  of  the  river  there  are  four  old  bailiffs,  of  whom 
scarcely  one  could  wrestle  the  ghost  of  a  poacher.  The 
sooner  a  change  is  made  in  the  bailiffs  the  better. 

Black'water,  co.  Tyrone. — “  I  have  seldom  seen 
more  lough  trout  go  up  the  Blackwater,”  was  the  remark 
of  an  old  angler  to  me  a  few  days  ago  (and  inquiries  in 
other  quarters  confirmed  the  statement)  and  he  might 
have  added  “  few  of  them  will  come  down  again,”  for 
the  great  lake  trout  loves  to  penetrate  into  small 
runners,  where  it  falls  an  easy  prey  to  the  wiles  of  the 
poacher.  The  river  is  keeping  fairly  high,  and  a  little 
pike  spinning  is  reported  from  the  Monaghan  tributaries 
— the  Emyvale,  Mountain,  and  other  small  streams. 
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BuBk  (co.  Antrim). — The  spawning  season  was  a 
fairly  successful  one  on  the  Bush — one  of  the  best  white 
trout  streams  in  Ulster.  A  perceptible  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  white  and  brown  trout  on  the  spawning 
fords  is  reported,  and  salmon  were  numerous.  Spent 
fish  are  dropping  down  stream.  At  the  last  Dervock 
petty  sessions.  Captain  R.  J.  Montgomery  in  the  chair, 
a  young  lad,  named  Kane,  was  charged  for  having  a  gaff 
in  his  possession  on  the  banks  of  a  tributary  of  the  Bush. 
The  charge  was  fully  proved,  but  in  consideration  of  his 
youth,  he  was  let  off  with  the  mitigated  penalty  of  10s. 
and  costs.  ’Twould  have  been  much  more  to  the 
purpose  if  he  had  been  sent  to  a  reformatory  for  a  time. 

Clady  (Antrim). — The  stream  is  w'ell  stocked  with 
fish,  and  the  spawning  season  was  a  gra' d  success. 
Belfast  anglers  may  look  forward  to  heavy  bags  in  the 
coming  months,  fishing  does  not  commence  till  March  1. 
At  the  last  Crumlin  Petty  Sessions  two  poachers,  who 
were  caught  gaffing  trout,  with  four  fish  in  their  posses¬ 
sion,  were  fined  in  £  4,  or  in  default  two  months  retire¬ 
ment  in  Her  Majesty’s  Hotel,  Belfast,  at  the  suit  of  Mr. 
W.  Savage,  inspector  of  fisheries.  A  third  poacher, 
who  was  involved  in  the  matter,  effected  his  escape  to 
Australia,  whore  he  is  safe  for  another  six  years  any  way. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe).— The 
River  Shannon  is  in  splendid  trim,  the  weather  is  mild 
enough  for  May,  and  all  the  fishermen  are  beginning  to 
overhaul  their  fishing  craft  in  anticipation  of  early  visits 
from  their  English  patrons,  who  are  always  so  welcome 
here.  I  understand  that  Major  Traherne  has  retaken 
the  section  of  the  salmon  preserves  which  he  has  rented 
for  the  last  three  years,  and  his  friend  Col.  Willans  has 
also  secured  for  the  coming  season  the  reach  which  he 
fished  last  year  and  the  year  before.  Mr.  W.  Y'oung, 
D.L.,  and  party  will  fish  his  preserves  (the  Killaloeside 
of  the  river,  and  the  pick  of  the  basket  here)  from 
April  15  to  May  31,  when  he  will  be  succeeded  on  same 
water  by  a  party  of  English  gentlemen  who  have  tbe 
fishing  for  June  and  July.  Applications  for  fishing  are 
pouring  in  to  me  by  each  post,  so  that  I  think  we  will 
have  a  busy  time  of  it  here  throughout  the  coming 
season.  I  can  safely  say  that  the  prospects  of  sport 
next  month  (February)  could  not  possibly  be  better. 

Upper  and  Lo'wer  Bann. — The  spawning  season  is 
now  practically  over.  Close  observers  inform  me  that 
the  number  of  medium  weight  salmon  which  passed  up 
the  Lower  Bann  was  far  in  excess  of  last  season,  but 
that  few  very  he  ivy  fish  were  observed  crossing  the 
weirs,  falls,  and  fords.  Poaching  was  greatly  restricted 
and  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  more  remote 
branches  on  which  some  captures  were  effected  by  tbe 
bailiffs  and  examples  made  by  delinquents.  It  is  said 
that  the  Bann  and  Foyle  Fishery  will  erect  another 
hatchery  on  this  river.  Angling  commences  on  March  1, 
but  sport  is  limited  till  the  warmer  weather.  A  favourite 
station  is  Toomebridge,  and  anglers  intending  'to  visit 
the  Bann  should  make  arrangements  for  patronising  the 
O’Neill  Arms,  the  genial  owner — Mr.  F.  Grant— of 
which  is  ever  ready  to  assist  by  every  means  the  wander¬ 
ing  Waltonian.  Nothing  particular,  except  a  little 
netting,  to  report  from  the  upper  river. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  &  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  Colonial 
and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks,  76, 
Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries  answered 
by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

21,338.  James  Kennedy,  of  Glasgow,  for  improvements 
in  and  relating  to  bawling  fishing  gear. 

21,433.  Samuel  Allcock,  of  Standard  Works,  Red- 
ditch,  for  improvements  in  traces  for  fishing 
purposes. 

1893. 

119.  William  Hardy  and  John  James  Hardy,  for 
improved  means  for  attaching  reels  to  fish¬ 
ing  rods. 

634.  David  Allan,  for  improvements  in  and  relating 
to  long  lines  for  deep  sea  fishing. 

664.  John  Pyndar  Wright,  of  Bank  of  England, 
London,  for  improvements  in  fishing  rods 
and  tackle. 


Powell’s  Balsam  or  Aniseed — For  Coughs. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Goughs  and  Lung  Trouhlcs. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  Beliable. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Kstablished  1824. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Befnso  Imitations. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Influenza. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  Believed  Instantly. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  Bemody. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Lion.  Net,  and  Mouse. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Is.  IJd.,  2s.  3d. 


Ilollcmay's  Pills. — In  general  debility,  nervous  tremor,  and 
mental  depression,  these  unrivalled  Pills  have  a  marvellous 
effect.  They  have  won  the  confidence  of  millions  in  all  parts  of 
the  civilised  world.  Constitutions  shaken  by  sensual  excesses,  or 
by  long  residence  in  unwholesome  climates,  or  by  sedentary 
habits,  are  wonderfully  renovated  by  a  course  of  this  extraordinary 
medicine,  which,  powerful  as  is  its  action  on  the  whole  system,  is 
perfectly  harmless  to  the  tenderest  frame.  The  Pills  are  composed 
of  rare  balsams,  without  the  admixture  of  a  grain  of  any  mineral 
whatever,  or  of  any  other  deleterious  substance.  They  operate 
directly,  powerfully  and  beneflcially  upon  the  whole  mass  of  blood, 
nor  can  wo  question  the  fact  when  we  see  indigestion  cured,  liver 
complaints  arrested,  the  oppressed  lungs  brought  into  healthful 
play,  and  every  physical  function  renewed  and  strengthened  by 
their  agency. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


GUIDE  TO  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS 

IN' 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any  firm  whose  name  may  have  been  omitted  from  our  list,  and  on 

receipt  of  a  card  will  send  full  particulars  of  the  Guide. 


ALNWICK. 

HARDY  BROS., 

London  and  N.  British  Works. 

BRIDPORT. 

W.  TUCKER. 

KINGSBRIDGE,  S.  Devon. 

S.  PERROTT, 

109,  Fore-street. 

LONDON. 

J.  BERNARD  &  SONS, 

5,  Church-place,  Piccadilly. 

ANDOVER,  Hants. 

E.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

RUILTH,  Wells. 

SEPTIMUS  PRICE, 

12,  High-street. 

KINGSLAND,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O. 

R.  T.  WILLIAMS, 

Lugg  Cottage. 

LONDON. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  BROCAS,  Fly-tier, 

5,  Rochester-row,  S.W. 

_ : _ IL^ _  ■ 

ASHBOURNE. 

D.  and  W.  H.  FOSTER. 

BURION-ON-TRENT. 

T.  HORNE, 

106,  High-street. 

KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 

J.  R.  RICHARDSON, 

67,  High-street. 

LONDON. 

C.  J.  BROWN, 

7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 

BECCLES. 

R.  TILNEY  &  SON. 

CARDIFF. 

G.  M.  BURRIDGE, 

“  Silver  Trout,”  Bridge-street. 

LEAMINGTON  SPA. 

J.  HOBSON. 

LONDON. 

Mrs.  A.  BULMER, 

62,  Wandswoi^h-road,  S.W. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

SAMUEL  B.  ALLPORT, 

50,  Whittall-street. 

CARDIFF. 

WILLIAM  DAVIES, 

257,  Cowbridge-road. 

LEEDS. 

LINS  LEY  BROS., 

10,  Commercial-street. 

LONDON. 

CARTER  <t  PEEK, 

137,  St.  John-street-road,  E.C. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

C.  BOWLER, 

9,  Thomas-street,  Vaughton-street. 

CHELTENHAM. 

JAMES  OGDEN, 

28,  Winchcombe-street. 

LEEDS. 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN, 

19,  New  Station-street. 

LONDON. 

R.  DILLON, 

78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish  Town. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

T.  HEATH, 

52,  Alnia-street,  Aston. 

CHELTENHAM. 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

PittviUe. 

LEEDS. 

S.  WILLSDON, 

43,  Park-lane. 

LONDON. 

EATON  &  DELLER, 

6-7,  Crooked-lane,  E.C. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

REUBEN  HEATON, 

161-5,  HoSpital-street. 

CHUDLEIGH,  Devon. 

J.  B.  TRUMAN. 

LEICESTER. 

R.  ELUDE, 

5,  West-bridge. 

LONDON. 

J.  GILLETT, 

Wholesale  &  Retail.]  40, Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

J.  KEELING, 

7,  Digbeth. 

CLITHEROE. 

THOMAS  ROBINSON, 

3,  Wesleyan-row. 

LEYBURN,  Yorks. 

A.  G.  PATTISON. 

LONDON. 

J.  E.  GOLD, 

17,  Oakley-street,  Wat^’loo-rd,  S.E. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

JAMES  MORGAN, 

Aston-road. 

CROYDON. 

THOMSON  &  CO., 

10,  High-street. 

LINCOLN. 

ANDREWS  &  PARKINSON, 

36,  Melville-street. 

LONDON. 

J.  W.  HATTON, 

215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

W.  NEWELL, 

11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

DARLINGTON. 

J.  F.  SMYTHE. 
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Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 
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ON  THE  DANGER  OP  INTRODUCING 
PACIFIC  COAST  SALMON  INTO 
ENGLISH  WATERS. 


By  Sir  Rose  Price,  Bart. 


It  is  with  regret,  not  unmixed  with  alarm,  that 
I  learn  that  the  Dee  (Cheshire)  Conservators  are 
about  to  hatch  out  Pacific  Coast  salmon  eggs 
from  the  Frazer  river,  British  Columbia. 

Many  years  ago,  in  the  then  infancy  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  I  had  occasion  to  utter  a  warning 
on  this  very  subject,  and  I  should  have  thought 
that  the  habits  of  Pacific  Coast  fish  would  have 
been  too  well  known  by  this  time,  owing  to  the 
greatly  increased  intercourse  with  that  country, 
for  any  further  warning  to  be  necessary. 

As  the  Dee  Conservators  seem  to  be  contem¬ 
plating  the  infliction  of  a  loss  on  their  river,  it 
may  not  be  cut  of  place  if  I  relate  what  resulted 
in  a  far  more  serious  loss  to  the  country  on  this 
very  subject,  particularly  so  as  it  w'as  the  first 
record  we  possess  of  the  Pacific  salmon  not 
taking  the  fly,  and  their  not  doing  so  turned  out 
a  very  serious  matter  for  Canada. 

About  the  time  the  Americans  took  Texas  and 
California  from  Mexico,  a  dispute  arose  between 
our  Government  and  the  United  States,  as  to 
whether,  in  the  grab  for  territory,  Oregon  should 
belong  to  them  or  us.  The  Prime  Minister  of 
the  day  had  a  brother  commanding  one  of  H.M. 


ships  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  he  naturally 
wrote  out  and  asked  him  what  sort  of  a  country 
this  little-known  Oregon  was  that  all  the  fuss 
was  about,  and  if  it  was  worth  our  while  to  try 
and  hold  it.  Now  the  gallant  captain  happened 
to  be  a  keen  fisherman.  He  had  diligently  but 
unsuccessfully  flogged  most  of  the  rivers  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  that  of  Oregon  included,  but  not 
a  fish  would  look  at  him,  and  in  dire  disgust  he 
answered  back,  “  Most  infernal  country  and  not 
worth  having.  The  salmon  ivon’t  take  a  fly.” 
The  Minister  acted  on  the  brotherly  advice,  and 
so  we  lost  Oregon  for  Canada. 

In  1859,  I  was  serving  in  a  battalion  of  my  old 
corps  (the  Royal  Marines)  in  China,  with  which 
country  we  were  then  at  war.  We  had  taken  Can¬ 
ton,  and  the  whole  force  under  Sir  Charles  Strau- 
benzie  were  quartered  in  the  various  yamuns  and 
pagodas  of  that  unsavoury  city.  All  thoughts  of 
further  fighting  were  at  an  end,  and  an  order  to 
detail  three  companies  for  instant  embarka  tion  to 
Vancouvers  Island,  owing  to  a  frontier  dispute 
between  the  United  States  and  ourselves,  was 
hailed  with  delight  by  those  fortunate  enough  to 
be  among  these  detailed  for  the  service.  1  was 
most  anxious  to  go  myself,  but  luckily,  as  it 
turned  out  afterwards,  did  not  do  so,  for  the  war 
broke  out  again  and  I  came  in  for  lots  of  fun, 
including  a  somewhat  unpleasant  incident  at  the 
Taku  Forts  in  ’59,  where,  out  of  a  company  of 
fifty-three  men  that  I  took  into  action  I  had  nine¬ 
teen  killed  or  wounded  (myself  among  the  latter). 
The  fun,  however,  came  in  due  course,  as  the 
following  year  we  captured  Pekin,  and  the  looting 
of  the  Summer  Palace  was  about  as  good  fun  as 
falls  to  one’s  share  in  war.  The  officers  ordered 
to  Y^ancouver  remained  there  four  or  five  years. 
Many  of  them  were  keen  anglers,  and  when  we 
again  met  I  eagerly  inquired  about  the  fishing. 
Just  what  years  before  had  happened  to  the 
Minister’s  brother  had  been  their  fate.  They 
occasionally  got  good  sport  in  the  sea,  trolling 
out  of  a  canoe  with  a  spoon,  but  in  the  rivers 
absolutely  nothing  except  trout.  The  salmon 
would  not  look  at  a  fly. 

I  now  come  to  my  own  personal  experience  of 
the  subject. 

In  the  summer  of  1875  I  found  myself  camped 
on  the  head  waters  of  the  Sacramento  in  Siskiyon 
County,  California.  The  trout  fishing  was  good, 
and  shortly  after  getting  these,  the  salmon  began 
to  run  up.  On  arrival  they  were  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  but  would  not  look  at  a  fly,  though  I  tried 
every  pattern  in  a  very  large  assortment.  In 
time  the  river  fairly  swarmed  with  them.  Not 
hundreds,  but  thousands  crowded  all  the  pools, 
and  soon  afterwards  they  became  affected  with  a 
most  loathsome  form  of  leprosy,  which  destroyed 
them  absolutely  wholesale. 

Prom  the  Sacramento  I  moved  on  to  the  head 
waters  of  the  McLeod  river  in  the  Sierra  Nevada 
Mountains,  not  very  far  from  Mount  Shasta.  I 
have  pitched  my  tent  in  many  lands,  in  Asia,  in 
Africa,  and  in  North  and  South  America,  but  I 
think  our  camp  on  the  McLeod  was  about  as  near 
perfection  as  it  is  possible  to  attain.  There  was 
no  dew  at  night,  no  mosquitoes ;  the  grove  of 
sugar  pines  {Finns  sahioninai)  surrounding  us 
ran  to  close  on  300ft.  high,  with  a  diameter  at 
the  base  of  the  trees  from  7ft.  to  lift. ;  the 
pleasant  murmuring  of  running  water  lulled  us 
to  sleep  ;  but,  alas,  as  regards  salmon  it  was  the 
old  story  repeated.  Overcrowding,  loathsome 
disease,  and  death. 

From  what  I  learn,  all  the  neighbouring  rivers, 
the  Shasta,  the  Klamath,  and  the  Pitt,  all  suffer 
in  like  manner,  as  do  nearly  all  the  rivers  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  And  yet  it  is  from  such  a  tainted 
source  the  Dee  Conservators  propose  stocking 
their  river. 

If  they  are  determined  on  introducing  entirely 
fresh  blood,  why  do  they  not  take  it  from  the 
Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  or  Quebec  ?  The 
Canadian  Government,  with  a  foresight  and  pru¬ 
dence  our  own  would  do  well  to  imitate,  have 
many  fish-breeding  establishments  from  which 
ova  could  be  procured.  Some  years  ago  I  visited 
one  at  Tadonoac,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saguenay 
river,  which  was  admirably  conducted.  It  is 
nearly  opposite  Rimouski,  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
where  the  Allan  boats  call  for  mails,  and  would 
be  most  convenient  for  the  purpose  ;  but  what¬ 
ever  they  may  do  in  the  matter,  I  protest  most 
strongly  against  the  introduction  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  salmon  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 


THE  SPRING  SALMON  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

AS  THEY  ARE. 

{Continued  from  page  52.) 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


Of  the  early  salmon  rivers  of  Scotland  the 
next  in  order  and  the  first  to  be  reached  north  of 
the  Tay  is  the  River  South  Esk  of  Forfarshire. 
This  is  a  good,  I  might  almost  say  very  fine,  little 
spring  river  naturally,  having  to  it  a  very  good 
strength  of  spring  fish,  of  which, however,  scarcely 
a  single  one,  sad  to  tell,  is  allowed  to  ascend,  either 
to  afford  sporting  or  for  the  reproduction  of  its 
species  ;  hence  it  is  obvious  that  the  stock,  to  an 
incalculable  extent,  must  be  kept  under  what  the 
natural  resources  of  the  river  if  utilised  well 
up  to  their  full  capacity  would  bo  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing.  Netting  constantly  and  at  every  vantage 
point,  sea  and  inland,  completely  ruins  this  river 
in  spring  and  summer.  Pollutions  and  djkes 
also  injure  it,  but  these  have  not  upon  it  such  a 
baneful  effect  as  the  netting  of  the  lessee,  Mr. 
James  Johnstone,  of  Montrose,  who,  be  it  known, 
is  a  member  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland, 
and  whose  nets  practically  farm  the  whole  con¬ 
cern,  and  keep  twenty  to  thirty  miles  of  first- 
rate  character  of  angling  water  entirely  bereft 
of  the  presence  of  spring  salmon.  The  loss  con¬ 
sequently  in  sport  and  sporting  values  to  the 
proprietors  of  these  waters  must  be  very  hea\y, 
but  the  curious  thing  is  they  bear  it  all  so 
meekly.  Doubtless  from  never  having  had  sport 
in  their  fisheries  in  the  spring  they  know  not  how 
to  prize  it,  or  feel  in  the  slightest  degree  from 
the  want  of  it  that  they  are  not  in  the  full  pos¬ 
session  of  their  rights.  Mr.  Johnstone’s  right 
to  catch  as  many  fish  as  he  can  is  indisputable  ; 
he  pays  rent  for  ib  and  who  can  hinder  him  ? 
This  is  one  of  the  many  really  badly  used  salmon 
streams  of  Scotland,  but  not  so  had,  perhaps,  is  it 
used  as  its  sister  stream,  the  North  Esk,  which 
receives  such  treatment  as  causes  blank  astonish¬ 
ment  to  all  who  know  about  it,  and  which,  at  any 
rate  for  the  whole  fishery’s  w'elfare  prospectively, 
is  no  credit  to  those  who  have  rights  in  it  or  any¬ 
thing  whatever  to  do  with  it. 

wherever  there  exist  obstructions  to  prevent 
the  ascent  of  the  sahnondise,  the  proprietors  of 
the  further  inland  reaches  of  water  are  robbed  of 
their  due,  or  indeed  any  share  of  the  fish.  Thi.s 
is  exactly  how  it  stands  with  the  North  Esk. 
This  river  is  naturally  to  an  extraordinary  degree 
productive  of  spring  salmon;  its  average  yield  of 
fish  to  the  nets  annually  being  estimated  at  about 
thirty  thousand,  and  this,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  is  the  whole  total  of  the  fish  of  the  river 
that  are  caught  up  to  the  time  that  the  net 
fishing  ends.  No  less  than  five  dams,  having  in 
connection  with  them  dykes,  two  of  which  during 
most  of  the  spring  season  not  a  fish  can  pass,  arg 
to  be  found  along  the  lowermost  six  miles  of  the 
river's  course.  Long  before  the  netting  opens 
many  thousands  of  fish  are  in  from  the  sea  and 
forward  to  these  obstructions  every  year;  but 
not  being  able,  by  reason  of  the  low  temperature 
of  the  water,  to  effect  a  passage  and  proceed 
further  inland,  they  must  needs  drop  back  into 
the  pools  below,  where  they  remain,  to  fall  a 
prey  to  the  netters  whenever  the  market  price  i§ 
sufficiently  tempting  to  induce  them  to  take  them 
out.  I  hold  the  most  decided  views  with  regard 
to  such  a  state  of  matters.  I  say  emphatically,  it 
should  not  be  tolerated  ;  and  because  they  allow  it 
to  continue  from  year  to  year,  to  the  in  j  ury  and  loss 
of  the  many  proprietors  of  rod  fishings,  in  whose 
waters  most  of  the  fish  are  bred,  I  consider  that  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board  are  deserving  of  the  utmost 
blame.  Long  ago,  as  in  duty  bound,  they  ought 
to  have  seen  to  the  making  of  the  dykes  perfectly 
passable — readily  so  in  any  state  of  w'ater,  during 
every  season  of  the  year.  The  proprietors  of  the 
dykes  in  question  catch  (or,  rather,  lease  to  Mr. 
James  Johnstone,  of  Montrose,  by  whose  netters 
are  caught)  all  the  fish  throughout  the  whole 
netting  season ;  and  yet,  in  the  waters  of  those 
same  proprietors,  are  not  bred  one-tenth,  or  even 
one-twentieth  of  these  fish.  They,  of  course,  pay 
assessment  for  protection,  but  the  proprietors  of 
the  angling  waters  above  do  the  same,  and 
when  it  is  in  their  waters  that  most  of  the  fish 
spawn,  it  is  an  iniquitous  law  that  allows  them  to 
be  bereft  of  sport,  if  sportsmen  themselves,  or  have 
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110  income  from  letting  their  waters.  This  is 
precisely,  in  every  particular,  how  it  stands  in 
spring.  Nor  in  summer,  when,  with  water  enough, 
a  fair  head  of  fish  manage  to  clear  the  obstruc¬ 
tions,  IS  there  any  chance  of  their  getting  forward 
t>  the  twenty  miles  of  lovely  angling  water  abo^e, 
for  netting,  by  the  net  and  coble  system,  is 
pushed  continuously  at  several  points  further 
inland  than  the  first  of  them  to  leave  the  sea  on 
on  Saturday  night  can  reach  by  six  o’clock  on 
^Monday  morning,  when  the  weekly  slap  expires. 
Consequently,  at  these  netting  stations,  are 
caught,  during  the  week,  all  the  fish  that,  having 
passed  the  dykes,  are  continuing  their  journey  up 
river  to  reach  the  best  summer  angling  stretches. 
In  spring,  thei’efore,  as  well  as  throughout  the 
whole  summer,  it  will  be  plain  to  evei-y  one  how 
matters  stand  with  respect  to  the  North  Esk. 
'I’he  proprietors  of  the  lowermost  six  miles  of 
river  farm  the  whole  fishery,  and  draw  all  the 
money  for  the  whole  of  the  fish  that  are  caught, 
thus  leaving  not  one  plack  of  income,  nor  even  a 
vestige  of  sport,  to  the  proprietors  of  the  many 
miles  of  ideal  angling  water  further  inland,  where, 
annually,  almost  the  whole  of  the  stock  of  breeders 
spawn  and  are  protected. 

I  submit — and  it  is  but  right,  being  injustice 
to  no  one,  and  justice  to  all  concerned — that 
every  salmon  that  enters  a  river  before  the 
(iommencement  of  the  netting  season,  ought  to 
have  no  artificial  barriers  to  check  its  run, 
whether  for  long  or  short,  to  the  angling  waters. 
All  the  fish  that  enter  rivers  before  the  netting 
ccmmences  ought,  in  justice  to  those  entitled  to 
them,  to  be  allowed  to  go  forward  in  obedience  to 
their  instincts,  having  nothing  artificial  to  hinder 
them  from  obeying  these  instincts  as  fast  and  as 
far  as  they  incline.  Were  they  but  given  such 
facilities,  a  vast  proportion  of  them,  instead  of 
being  as  now  netted,  would  be  past  all  the 
netting  stations  on  a  great  many  of  our  salmon 
»ivers  before  the  netting  season  commences,  and 
into  the  angling  waters  where,  throughout  most 
of  the  spring  season  they  would  afford  sport,  and 
such  of  them  as  did  not  fall  to  the  rod,  would 
remain  to  increase  the  productiveness  of  the 
fisheries  all  round  and  to  all  concerned.  It  is 
worse  than  a  burlesque — it  is  simply  a  disgrace — 
lhat  in  nearly  all  our  rivers  vast  numbers  of  fish 
which  incline  and  otherwise  would  go  forward  to 
the  angling  waters  before  the  netting  commences, 
are  kept  back  by  obstructions,  only  to  fall  a  prey 
to  those  who  are  not  justly  entitled  to  them. 
There  ought,  wherever  artificial  obstructions 
exist,  to  be  no  netting  allowed  in  the  pools  to 
which  the  fish  fall  back — at  any  rate  not  until 
such  time  in  spring  as  the  fish  that  go  up  in  the 
close  season  become  able  to,  and  nearly  all  have 
cleared  out  of  such  pools.  Then,  further,  in  all 
small  rivers  whether  obstructed  or  not,  there 
ought  to  be  no  netting  above  the  tideway. 

Previously  I  have  remarked  that  in  the  case  of 
every  river  that  is  netted  for  many  miles  inland, 
even  be  it  an  unobstructed  river,  very  few  of  the 
fish,  in  spring  especially,  when  the  water  is 
intensely  cold,  and  when  accordingly  they  make 
but  slow  progress,  get  beyond  the  furthest  inland 
netting  stations  before  the  weekly  slap  termi¬ 
nates.  The  result  of  this  everyone  must  know  ; 
hence  it  follows  that  by  reason  of  an  unvaried 
weekly  close  time  which  at  present  exists,  none, 
or  at  best  but  a  mere  dribble,  of  the  early  runnng 
fish  escape,  to  make  their  way  to  the  middle 
distance  and  yet  further  inland  angling  waters, 
the  spawning  gKounds  of  which  in  the  breeding 
se  ison  are  consequently  not  occupied  in  a  patch 
of  their  capacity  for  their  natural  purposes, 
namely,  the  reproduction  and  keep-up  of  the 
stock.  Every  interest,  therefore,  suffers,  and 
though  the  netsmen  cannot  or  will  not  see  it,  it  is 
indisputable  that  it  is  bound  to  suffer  so  long 
as  matters  stand  on  the  present  footing.  I  know 
one  river — not  a  large  one  certainly — which  is 
netted  for  many  miles  inland  the  whole  netting 
season  throughout.  For  spring  angling  it  would 
be  first  rate,  and  for  summer  angling  a  very 
sparting  stream  indeed,  were  it  not  that  it  is 
m  )st  cruelly  used.  On  it  are  several  dyke  ob¬ 
structions,  one  of  which  early  in  the  spring  keeps 
back  below  it  all  the  fish  until  the  water  reaches 
a  temperature  high  enough  to  enable  them  to 
pass  beyond.  Just  a  short  way  behind  the  dyke 
in  question,  thousands  of  “springers  ’’  are  netted 
every  year,  and  when  too  many  are  got  at  one 
time,  which  is  often  the  case,  the  netsmen  of 


the  lessee  are  instructed,  should  the  market  price 
not  be  good  at  the  time,  to  retain  only  a  few  to 
put  forward  to  the  market,  and  to  return  the 
rest  to  the  water  until  such  time  as  more  satis¬ 
factory  prices  are  going,  when  again  they  are 
taken  out  of  precisely  the  same  hole  or  pool,  from 
which,  in  the  interval,  they  have  had  no  possible 
chance  of  escape. 

The  upper  waters  of  this  river  are  in  conse¬ 
quence  utterly  destitute  of  early  spawning  fish, 
hence  the  productiveness  of  the  stream  is  sadly 
crippled  ;  and,  besides,  the  owners  of  rod  fisheries 
get  no  rod  fishing  at  all. 

Again,  throughout  the  summer,  when  the  fish 
run  much  more  quickly  forward,  and  easily — 
when  the  water  is  ample  for  the  purpose — get 
beyond  all  the  dykes,  the  netsmen  on  Monday 
morning  commence  netting  at  several  “  shots  ” 
further  up  the  river  than  any  of  the  weekly  slap- 
run  fish — even  the  first  of  them  to  leave  the  sea 
on  Saturday  night — have  yet  managed  to  get. 
Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  the  present  system  of  a 
weekly  close  time  which  is  not  varied  is  most 
hurtful  to  the  river’s  productiveness,  besides 
wholly  cutting  out  of  sport,  or  the  value  of  sport, 
all  those  justly  entitled  to  it.  It  is  beyond  ques¬ 
tion  that  it  would  benefit  immensely  all  con¬ 
cerned  if  the  whole  of  the  spawning  beds,  the 
entire  length  of  our  salmon  rivers  throughout, 
were  occupied  as  fully  as  a  well  conceived  varied 
close  time  would  admit  of,  by  the  fish  of  the  various 
seasonal  migrations,  which  natually  settle  them¬ 
selves  in  pretty  well  defined  reaches  of  river  at 
different  distances  from  the  sea. 

Next  week,  when  my  observations  on  this 
subject  will  be  continued,  I  intend  to  say  some¬ 
thing  about  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  and  Spey. 


^coicl)  ^ofcs. 


By  Mac. 


Throughout  the  whole  week,  and  up  to  Wed¬ 
nesday  night  (when  this  note  was  written),  the 
weather  over  the  most  of  Scotland  had  continued 
to  keep  remarkably  fine.  One  or  two  days  a  good 
deal  of  rain  fell  in  several  districts.  Frost  also 
prevailed  over  considerable  areas  once  or  twice 
during  the  week,  but  was  not  very  severe,  nor  of 
long  continuance  at  any  time.  There  has 
nowhere  been  any  great  fail  of  snow  during  the 
past  fortnight,  but  frequent  showers  have  coated 
some  of  the  higher  altitudes,  the  most  of  which, 
however,  have  now  but  trifling  accumulations 
upon  them,  except  in  the  corries.  Speaking  in  a 
wide  sense,  both  weather  and  water  have  been 
extremely  favourable  for  the  running  of  the  fish 
out  of  the  sea  into  the  early  salmon  rivers.  This, 
we  hear,  has  been  the  feature  of  the  week ;  great 
numbers  of  salmon  having  ascended  the  Tay,  the 
North  Esk,  the  Dee,  the  Don,  the  Ness,  the  Helms¬ 
dale,  &c.  Of  fish  not  yet  spawned,  singular  to  say, 
there  was  an  immense  run  up  the  Tay  last  week. 
Crowds  of  fish  went  up  to  the  insurmountable 
barriers  on  the  Don  and  North  Esk ;  and  hanged 
shame  it  is  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  get 
farther  along,  to  eventually  afford  sport  to 
anglers.  Thousands  are  at  present  moving  slowly 
up  in  the  Dee,  between  the  sea  and  Kincardine 
O’Neil.  Reports  of  the  spring  run  setting  in 
stronger  are  coming  to  hand  from  the  far  north 
rivers — Thurso,  Forss,  Naver,  and  Borgie.  We 
hear  of  no  run  of  any  account  from  the  Tweed, 
but,  doubtless,  by  another  week,  our  Tweedside 
corre.spondent  will  waken  up  and  let  us  know 
what  is  doing.  _ 

Still  another  salmon  hatchery  has  been  set  up 
in  Scotland,  this  one  at  Gildermorie,  in  the 
Highlands  of  Ross-shire.  Proprietors  of  fisheries 
and  others  in  the  Lowlands,  who  have  an  interest 
in  the  salmon,  must  needs  look  to  their  laurels. 
They  are  far  behind-hand  with  their  Highland 
confrrres,  who  are  much  better  supplied  with 
salmon  hatcheries,  and  are  still  “  enterprising  ’’ 
in  this  line  with  greater  keenness. 


The  salmon  season  opens  for  rod  and  net,  on 
by  far  the  greatest  batch  of  Scotch  rivers,  on 
S.ituidiy  next,  Feb.  11.  The  netting  ojiening 
day  cn  the  Earn,  which  is  the  first  river  in 
Scotian i  to  opjn  for  netting,  is  to-morrow, 
Feb.fi.  No  other  river  is  netted  until  the  11th. 
For  angling  and  netting,  a  few  rivers  open  on 


the  16th;  and  the  last  large  or  latest  batch  on 
the  25th.  Tweed’s  rod  season  commenced  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  its  net  season  will  com¬ 
mence  on  the  Ifith.  The  rivers  that  already  are 
open  for  angling  are :  Tay,  Tweed,  Thurso, 
Borgie,  Halladale,  Hope,  Naver,  Strathy,  and 
Earn  ;  but  as  far  as  salmon  angling  goes,  three 
at  least  of  these  are  practically  not  worth  looking 
at  early  in  the  season. 


The  “  protesters,”  who  for  the  most  part  are 
local  anglers,  and  who  also,  it  is  alleged,  nearly 
all  held  season  tickets  previously,  have  now  sent 
in  their  petition  to  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries 
Association,  bringing  under  the  association'.s 
notice  the  alleged  hardships  that  will  be  entailed 
upon  them  by  the  operation  of  the  New  Angling 
Regulations,  passed  for  the  protection  of  the 
angling  on  the  Esk  and  its  tributaries,  and 
praying  the  association  for  the  relaxation  of  the 
rigour  of  these  regulations. 


It  must  either  be  to  advertise  the  hotel  or 
increase  the  sale  of  garvies,  that  the  following 
grand  capture  has  been  made  public,  through  the 
medium  of  different  papers.  Here  it  is  :  “  Mr. 

■ - ,  fishing  on  the  Hotel  water,  killed  in  two 

hours  a  splendid  trout  of  11b.  with  garvie.”  (!) 

I  HEAR  from  our  Deveron  corre.'pondent  that, 
as  the  opening  of  the  fishing  approaches,  some 
anxiety  is  being  felt  in  interested  quarters  as  to 
the  season’s  prospects.  Despite  adverse  influences 
the  spawning  season  must,  on  the  whole,  be 
characterised  as  excellent.  The  fish  went  early 
to  the  redds,  and  it  was  noticeable  there  were 
fewer  late  fish  than  usual.  This  favourable  cir¬ 
cumstance  is,  however,  to  some  extent  balanced 
by  the  exceedingly  frosty  weather  of  the  past 
month.  For  days  on  end  the  water  in  many 
quarters  was  frozen  all  over.  At  one  place, 
about  thirteen  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
a  shooting  party  crossed  the  ice  where  there  had 
not  any  one  crossed  for  very  many  years.  It  is 
believed  that  owing  to  this  fish,  were  in  some 
cases  scared  from  the  beds,  and  it  is  questioned 
if  the  surviving  spawn  will  this  year  be  quite  as 
large  as  usual.  There  have,  of  course,  been  a  few 
foul  fish  taken  and  destroyed,  but  the  number  is 
much  fewer  than  in  many  former  years.  The 
various  fishing  stations  will  likely  be  conducted 
this  season  as  last.  For  a  few  years  past  pro¬ 
prietors  of  upper  portions  of  the  water  have 
made  overtures  to  the  Duke  of  Fife,  who  is 
owner  of  a  large  reach  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
to  induce  his  grace  to  take  out  the  cruive  dykes, 
in  order  to  allow  fish  to  get  more  readily  to  the 
middle  and  upper  sections  of  the  river.  Up  to 
the  present  time  these  overtures  have  been 
abortive,  but  the  question  may  be  reopened  in  a 
practicable  manner  soon.  Under  present  condi¬ 
tions,  fish  do  not  get  to  the  upper  reaches  until 
the  nets  have  been  withdrawn,  and  not  then 
unless  there  is  a  spate.  Mr.  Joseph  Bissef-, 
Macduff,  continues  as  lessee  of  the  salmon  net 
fishings  on  the  river  and  coast.  For  the  past 
few  years  Mr.  Bisset  has  successfully  conducted 
artificial  spawning  operations  at  the  salmon 
hatchery  erected  within  the  Duff  House  Policies. 
The  hatchery  is  conducted  upon  the  most  ap¬ 
proved  principles,  and  millions  of  young  lives 
have  been  successfully  propagated  in  it.  This 
year  Mr.  Bisset  will  as  usual  stock  the  hatchery 
with  eggs,  when  doubtless  results  will  be  as 
successful  as  they  hitherto  have  been.  Early  in 
the  close  season  keepers  were  aware  that  poaching 
was  carried  on  to  some  extent ;  but  latterly  it  is 
understood  the  evil  caused  by  these  lawless 
uepredators  has  been  rather  smaller  than  usual. 


A  correspondent  writes  me:  “Mr.  George 
Birnie,  harbour-master,  Peterhead,  Aberdeen¬ 
shire,  has  at  present  in  his  possession,  alive,  a 
rare  specimen  of  a  fish,  which  was  got  some 
weeks  ago  by  some  fishermen  on  their  hooks,  and 
handed  to  ]\Ir.  Birnie.  He  has  since  kept  it  in 
a  large  basin  of  water  in  a  healthy  condition.  It 
is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  blind  fish  or  borer, 
but  is  not  of  a  particularly  lively  disposition.  It 
is  about  20  inches  in  length,  black  in  colour,  but 
only  about  the  tliickness  of  a  pencil.  When  coiled 
together  it  resembles  a  piece  of  velvet.  It  is  stated 
that  this  serpent-like  creature  has  been  known  to 
kill  cod  fish.  Mr.  Birnie’s  prize  has  been  seen  by 
several  naturalists  from  a  distance.” 
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Being  rather  sceptical  about  the  above,  I  put  it 
before  my  friend,  Mr.  George  Sim,  A.L.S., 
naturalist  and  pisciculturist,  who  is  one  of  the 
best  living  authorities  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ocean.  What  he  said  was,  “  You  surely  won’t 
publish  that — the  folk  will  laugh  at  you.  The 
‘naturalists’  will  have  to  look  again.  This  is  a 
pure  case  of  mistaken  identity.  It  is  no  fish, 
merely  a  worm.  The  borer  {^[yxine  glutinosa) 
rarely  exceeds  twenty  inches  in  length,  and  is  a 
fish.  Both  it  and  this  worm  are  quite  abundant 
along  our  coasts.”  _ 


About  the  waxwing  {Ampelis  garndus),  Linn., 
l\Ir.  Sim  told  me  that  on  Jan.  3,  a  specimen 
of  this  wanderer  was  shot  near  New  Bitsligo.  It 
■was  a  bird  of  the  first  year,  and  in  poor  plumage. 
On  Jan.  7  another  was  killed  at  Lumphanan, 
also  in  Aberdeenshire;  it  was  a  female,  and  its 
stomach  contained  a  few  seeds. 


Tiik  recently  erected  salmon  hatchery  near 
Fochabers,  on  the  Spey,  and  which  belongs  ex¬ 
clusively  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon, 
had  laid  in  it  the  other  day  the  last  batch  of  ova 
for  the  season,  these  being  all  taken  from  very 
late  spawners.  The  hatchery  is  now  in  full  work¬ 
ing  order,  and  the  number  of  eggs  in  it  is  400,000. 
They  are  placed  in  twenty-two  boxes,  eighteen  of 
these  having  glass  grill  and  four  gravel  beds. 

“  G.  M.  M.,”  Deeside,  Aberdeen,  writes  :  “What 
fine  running  waters  have  been  in  the  Dee  during 
the  past  ten  days.  Anglers  are  rubbing  their 
hands  with  glee.  Come  'W'hat  will  there  is  certain 
to  be  a  fair  opening.  Several  spring  fish  have 
already  been  observed  some  twenty  odd  miles 
inland.  The  amount  of  damage  done  to  the 
spawning-beds  on  the  middle  reaches  is  variously 
estimated  by  different  authorities.  It  must  be 
considerable,  in  view  of  the  amount  of  miniature 
icebergs  which  passed  down  with  the  rising 
floods.  I  examined  as  far  as  possible  two  of  the 
largest  redds  hereabout,  both  several  hundred 
yards  in  extent,  but  could  detect  no  great  dis¬ 
turbance.  Probably  when  the  bed  of  the  river 
becomes  more  exposed  the  ice  harrowings  may 
become  more  apparent.  It  is  wonderful  how  the 
newly  deposited  ova  works  down  among  the 
gravel.  This  is  a  wise  provision  of  nature,  with¬ 
out  which  not  a  vestige  of  the  ova  would  escape, 
not  only  the  frost  and  ice,  but  the  innumerable 
other  causes  of  destruction  which  are  ever  present 
even  under  the  best  of  conditions.  The  Aberdeen 
Amateur  Rock  Fishers  must  be  a  hardy  lot. 
They  had  a  competition  on  New  Year’s  Day — or 
rather  the  day  after — but  details  have  not  yet 
leaked  out.  They  are  to  hold  their  annual 
spring  smoking  concert  on  Saturday  first, 
and  this  is  something  more  rational  than  their 
New  Year’s  freak  ’mid  snow  and  ice.  The 
salmon  sales  are  to  occupy  a  conspicuous 
place  in  the  Aberdeen  Pish  Market  in  future, 
zinc  tables  are  to  be  provided  for  the  royal  fish. 

Poor  Andrew  MacLeay.  I  can  fully  endorse 
“  McBouncer’s  ”  remarks  in  his  last  week’s 
note.  •  Andrew  worked  off  and  on  for  six  or 
eight  years  with  Blacklaw’s,  Kincardine  O’Neil, 
and  many  a  long  chat  have  I  had  with  him  as  to 
the  incidents  of  his  erratic  career.  In  his  palmy 
days  he  was  much  sought  after,  and  could  easily 
have  amassed  a  little  fortune,  but  his  inordinate 
fondness  of  the  “  droppie  ”  was  his  Nemesis,  who 
followed  hard  after  him  to  the  bitter  end. 
Andrew  was  the  personification  of  gentleness 
itself.  Yet  he  was  a  bit  of  a  wag  when  oppor- 
tunity'offered.  Once,  when  dressing  some  flies 
to  order,  a  gentleman  sportsman,  but  much  of  a 
novice  in  angling  matters,  kept  pestering  him  as 
to  the  name  of  this  and  that  fly.  “And  what  is 
this  one  called  you  are  dressing  P  ”  It  happened 
to  be  a  nameless  pattern,  but  Andrew  was  all 
there,  and  quickly  rejoined,  “  It’s  the  ‘  Slayer,’ 
sor,”  and  “  Slayer  ”  it  was  there  and  then 
dubbed.  MacLeay  worked  in  and  about  Aber¬ 
deen  for  nigh  a  score  of  years.  He  did  not 
believe  in  spending  money  on  railway  fares,  but 
when  moving  his  camp  to  pastures  new,  with  his 
■wardrolie  under  his  arm  and  his  stick  in  his  hand, 
he  took  “  Shanks’s  mare  ”  to  his  journey’s  end. 
It  should  be  mentioned  that  his  late  brother,  Mr. 
MacLeay,  Inverness,  was  very  kind  to  him.  He 
did  all  a  brother  could.  This  I  have  personal 
knowledge  of.  Again  and  again  Andrew’s 
“  little  bills  ”  were  settled  from  the  Highland 


capital  ;  and  when  sickness  overtook  him  his 
brother  ever  came  to  the  rescue. 

Before  fixing  the  parts  of  your  rod  into  each 
other  see  that  the  brasses  are  touched  with  oil  or 
grease.  This  keeps  the  tongue  from  getting  fixed 
in  the  socket.  When  a  “  stick  ”  takes  place,  it  is 
too  often  the  case  that  the  gillie  at  one  end  and 
the  angler  at  the  other  do  their  level  best  to  twist 
the  parts  away  from  each  other.  If  a  gentle 
wrench  be  not  enough  to  separate  the  parts  it 
should  be  left  alone.  More  than  this  and  the 
fibres  of  the  wood  get  twisted  and  the  rod  is 
ruined.  It  is  very  often  the  case,  when  not  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  duplicate  piece  or  a  second  rod,  to 
call  in  the  services  of  the  local  smith  or  carpenter 
to  do  the  needful  when  an  accident  happens.  In 
nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  the  repair  is  per¬ 
formed  after  a  blacksmith  fashion,  and  the  days 
of  the  rod  are  numbered.  In  all  cases  of  accident, 
be  it  fracture  or  obstinate  “  stick,”  send  to  the 
rod-maker  at  first.  It  is  sure  to  come  his  way  at 
last,  often  when  its  value  is  hopelessly  impaired. 


OoR  Inverness-shire  correspondent  writes  :  “  I 
mentioned  in  my  note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of 
the  21st  inst.,  that  the  rivers  in  this  district  were 
below  summer  level.  They  are  now,  and  have 
been  for  the  past  week,  in  full  flood,  giving  fish 
every  facility  to  run  up.  The  thaw  came  on 
gradually,  consequently  doing  little  or  no  damage 
to  the  spawning  beds.  I  predict  good  sport  to 
intending  anglers  on  the  Garry,  Loch  Oich,  the 
Oich,  and  Loch  Ness.  This  season  three  hotels 
advertise  salmon  angling  on  Loch  Ness,  viz, 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Chisholm’s  Private  Hotel, 
Fort  Augustus,  and  Foyers  Hotel,  Foyers.  These 
hotels  are  situated  within  easy  reach  of  the  best 
angling  ground  on  Loch  Ness,  and  anglers  on  the 
look-out  for  first-class  angling  should  apply  to 
them.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  Fishery  Board  don’t 
have  the  angling  opened  on  the  above  waters  on 
the  1st  of  February  instead  of  the  11th,  seeing 
that  it  can  be  proved  they  have  as  easy  a  migra¬ 
tion  as  other  waters  which  open  a  month  before 
them.  The  present  arrangement  only  benefits 
anglers  on  the  upper  reaches.” 

McBotjncer  says  :  “  In  the  northern  portion  of 
Easter  Ross  and  adjacent  parishes  of  Sutherland, 
the  thaw  came  so  gently  and  so  gradually  that, 
notwithstanding  the  enormous  quantities  of  ice 
which  came  dosvn  the  various  rivers,  such  as 
Carron,  Oykel,  Cassley,  and  Shin,  it  is  not  sup¬ 
posed  that  much,  if  indeed  any,  damage  has  been 
done,  and  a  good  hatching  out  of  young  salmon 
is  expected.  Had  the  thaw  come  suddenly  and 
accompanied  by  a  heavy  spate,  the  same  as  last 
year,  a  lot  of  mischief  would  have  been  done. 
At  the  end  of  last  week  and  beginning  of  the 
present,  the  weather  was  abnormally  mild,  bright, 
and  pleasant  for  the  season.  In  the  course  of  the 
past  year  Mr.  Hugh  MacLeod,  keeper,  Langwell 
Lodge,  Strathoykel,  killed  six  full-grown  foxes — 
four  dogs  and  two  vixens — for  which  the  crofting 
tenants  of  Strathoykel  have  rewarded  him  with 
six  fleeces  of  wool,  or  one  fleece  for  each  fox.  Mr. 
Peter  Macintosh,  head-keeper,  Glencassley, 
Sutherland,  has  evidently  reduced  the  number  of 
foxes  on  that  estate.  In  1889  he  killed  or 
captured  48  in  all,  including  cubs ;  in  1890,  36  ; 
in  1891,  17 ;  while  last  year  he  only  caught  6,  but 
his  total  bag  of  vermin  included  hawks,  stoats, 
one  polecat,  and  a  wild  cat,  which  measured  close 
on  5  feet  from  snout  to  tip  of  tail. 


I  HAVE  the  following  correction  and  note  from 
the  Duke  of  Sutherland’s  management :  “I  notice 
in  the  Gazette  of  the  14th  ult.,  pp.  19  and  20,  it 
is  stated  that  the  Thurso,  Naver,  and  Borgie 
opened  on  the  11th.  I  cannot  speak  for  the 
Thurso,  but  the  Naver  and  Borgie  do  not  open 
until  the  12th.  The  order  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Gazette,  on 
May  8,  1888,  runs  ‘ .  .  .  .  hereby  fix  and 

determine  that  the  annual  close  time  for  the 
Halladale,  Strathy,  Naver,  and  Borgie  .... 
shall  in  future  extend  from  the  1st  day  of  October 
to  the  11th  day  of  January,  both  days  inclusive.’ 
This  is  only  a  trifling  matter,  but  as  it  is  one 
which  you  would  probably  desire  to  be  corrected 
about,  I  trouble  you  with  this  letter.  No  one 
fishing  on  Naver  yet,  but  anglers  are  expected 
shortly.  Netting  was  again  discontinued  at 
Naver  mouth  last  season,  and  there  will  also  be 
no  netting  during  the  coming  season.” 


Our  Speyside  correspondent  writes :  “  The 
now  famous  Spey  trout  fishing  case  was  debated 
last  week  in  the  Court  of  Session,  before  Lord 
Kyllachy.  It  may  be  remembered  that  in  this 
case  Mrs.  Grant,  of  Arndilly,  seeks  to  interdict 
John  Hendry,  inland  revenue  officer,  Craigellachie 
(who  really  represents  the  public,  for  it  is  in  their 
interests  that  he  is  fighting  the  case),  for  fishing 
for  trout  in  the  river  Spey  opposite  her  propertie.s 
of  Arndilly  and  Aikenway.  The  pursuer  also 
seeks  declai'ator  to  prevent  defender  from 
entering  upon  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  although 
she  does  not  question  the  right  of  the  public  to 
pass  along  the  water,  she  does  question  their 
right  to  pass  along  the  bed  or  banlcs  of  the  river. 
Defender  not  only  asserts  his  right  to  fish,  but 
maintains  that  pursuer  had  no  exclusive  title 
quoad  the  alveus  of  the  Spey,  and  that,  although 
she  had  a  title  to  the  salmon  fishings,  it  was  not 
necessarily  a  title  to  exclude  him  from  any  part 
of  the  stream,  because  this  river  was  distinguished 
from  other  rivers  by  this  fact,  that  it  was  known, 
and  had  been  known  for  at  least  a  century,  as  a 
public  and  navigable  river,  and  not  a  private  one 
in  any  sense,  and  that  being  so,  the  solum 
belonged  to  the  king  or  the  people.  A  distinction 
between  navigable  and  tidal  rivers  was  admitted, 
but  it  was  not  the  size  or  navigability  of  a  river 
that  was  a  criterion  of  whether  a  river  was  public. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  people  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.*  Defender’s  counsel,  in  closing  his 
address,  asked  for  a  proof  of  the  prescriptive  use 
of  the  river  by  the  public  both  of  passage  and 
fishing  for  trout.  Counsel  for  pursuer  contended 
that  in  previous  cases  a  demand  for  proof  to  set 
up  immemorial  possession  of  fishings  had  been 
refused  on  the  ground  that  no  amount  of  title 
would  give  them  a  title.  Lord  Kyllachy,  in 
taking  the  case  to  avizandum,  said  a  right  of 
fishing  cannot  be  established  as  an  adjunct  to 
the  right  of  navigation,  and  that  the  only  ques¬ 
tion  is  whether  one  can  by  usage  set  up  the 
peculiar  right  of  navigation  which  will  give  one 
the  peculiar  right  of  trout  fishing.  I  hear  a 
rumour  abroad  that  on  this  day  week  (11th),  the 
opening  day  for  rod  and  net  fishing,  a  large 
number  of  trout  fishers  are  to  be  on  the  water, 
notwithstanding  the  above  case  now  pending.” 


Says  our  correspondent  :  “  Tay  and  Loch  Tay 
angling  is  jogging  along  in  a  moderately  gratify¬ 
ing  way,  nothing  exceptionally  brilliant  being 
done  by  any  one.  Scarcely  any  specially  note¬ 
worthy  weights  of  fish  reported.  Water  has  kept 
high  enough  in  both  Loch  Tay  and  River  Tay 
during  the  week,  but  has  fluctuated  too  much  in 
the  rirer  for  the  fishing  to  be  good.  No  good 
takes  got  except  by  Mr.  Fenton  on  Bournemouth, 
who  had  five,  six,  and  seven  in  three  separate 
days,  all  splendid  fish.  A  most  unusual  thing  is 
a  great  run  of  brown  fish  come  up  just  lately,  and 
which  are  now  in  great  numbers  in  several  parts 
of  the  river.  They,”  writes  my  informant,  “  will 
no  doubt  be  taken  for  perfectly  clean  fish  by 
some  people.  Whitling  are  coming  about,  and 
some  very  good  ones  have  been  got.  The 
favourite  salmon-fly,  and  which  seems  to  stand 
pre-eminent  this  season,  is  the  Nicholson.  From 
what  I  hear  (except  with  Phantom)  almost  every¬ 
thing  seems  to  have  been  done  with  it.  The 
Tay’s  tributary,  the  Lyon,  has  yielded  two  good 
fish,  its  first  for  the  season.” 


The  Halladale  river,  Sutherlandshire,  is  now  to 
be  fished  in  beats,  being  divided  into  six,  to  which 
six  sporting  interests  will  each  be  entitled  to  a 
beat.  This  will  keep  the  rods  separate ;  formerly 
they  all  splashed  through  one  another  with  the 
great  “  Halladale  Eagle,”  terrifying  the  denizens 
of  the  forss  and  Red  Nightcap’s  big  Jock  Scott 
firm  into  a  sod  in  the  whirlpool,  which  made  the 
old  man  think  all  the  time  it  “  wass  a  saumon.” 


A  splendid  run  of  fish  has  lately,  with  the 
higher  state  of  the  water,  pushed  up  the  E.iver 
Ness  into  Loch  Ness,  on  their  way  to  the  more 
inland  waters  of  the  Oichs  and  the  Garry. 


On  the  whole,  salmon  disease  seems  up  to  now 
to  have  made  less  progress  in  our  salmon  rivers 
than  it  did  last  winter.  In  one  or  two  rivers, 

*  This  is  an  extraordinary  argument  to  nse  in  a  British 
law  court.  Some  Thames  anglers  would  like  to  apply  it 
to  the  Thames. — Ed.  F.  O. 
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notably  the  Dee,  it  has  “looked”  as  bad,  but  in 
the  majority  it  has  been  far  less  prevalent.  Those 
in  which  it  is  now  seen  are  the  Solway  rivers, 
Tweed,  Tay,  Earn,  South  Esk,  North  Esk,  Dee, 
Don,  Ythan,  Daveron,  Spey.  Oar  North  Esk 
reporter  says,  1.50  diseased  fish  taken  out  this 
winter,  as  against  about  8)0  up  to  the  same  time 
of  last  winter. 


A\  immense  amount  of  poached  salmon  has 
been  hawked  through  the  town  of  Aberdeen  for 
.several  weeks  past.  In  the  fish  market  there  it 
is  the  current  talk  that  the  poachers  have  done  a 
splendid  thing  among  the  clean  salmon  of  the 
Dee  and  Don  that  were  so  numerous  at  the  mouth 
of  the  rivers  when  there  was  no  means  of  ascent, 
in  consequence  of  the  ice  blockade.  Every  third 
household  in  Aberdeen,  with  its  130,000  inhabi¬ 
tants,  has  had  callers  more  than  once  this  year 
already,  wanting  to  sell  salmon. 

Guthrie  Lorvie,  of  Birnam,  has  (says  the 
Scotsman)  purchased  privately  the  salmon  fish¬ 
ings  of  Loch  Leven,  Argyleshire,  which  extend  to 
about  12  mile.s,  from  Lord  Abinger,  who  lately 
acquired  Loch  Treig  and  Inverlair. 


A  DAY^S  TROUT  FISHING  ON  A 
THAMES  WEIR. 

By  an  Enthusiast. 

’Tis  a  charming  May  morning,  therefore  T  will 

betake  mo  to - -  Weir,  and  have  yet  another 

try  for  the  villainously  sly  old  Thames  trout  that 
has  long  derided  my  choicest  baits  and  most 
artfully  contrived  tackle.  Come  with  me,  my 
friend,  you  have  never  experienced  the  intense 
enjoyment  of  a  day’s  trouting  on  a  Thames 
Weir,  and  I  hope  to  infect  you  with  some  of 
1  hat  fever  that  verily  possesses  the  true  angler 
when  in  pursuit  of  the  noblest,  scarcest,  and 
handsomest  of  all  fish  in  old  Father  Thames.  My 
pen  can  but  inadequately  picture  the  varied 
delights  of  first  finding  a  trout,  watching  his 
habits  and  feeding  times,  fishing  for  him,  and, 
above  all,  of  finally  catching  him  ;  it  is  a  trial  of 
skill  and  patience,  with  long  odds  in  favour  of 
the  fish. 

It  is  yet  early  morn,  the  sun  breaking  through 
the  grey,  fleecy  clouds;  the  dew  glitters  on  every 
blade,  by  the  bright  light,  and  the  tinge  of  red 
in  the  west  reflected  from  the  rising  sun,  I  judge 
there  will  be  rain  during  the  day.  The  wind  is 
warm  and  gentle,  softly  blowing  from  my  favourite 
quarter,  S.W.  It  is  plain  there  has  been  much 
rain  during  the  early  part  of  the  night,  as  the 
puddles  still  remain,  and  you  can  see  their  highest 
watermark  by  the  fringe  of  straws  and  small 
debris  encircling  them.  Let  us  make  full  pre¬ 
parations  for  the  day’s  campaign ;  we  shall  need 
more  than  one  meal  before  sunset.  Sunset !  say 
you  Yes,  sunset,  and  after  that  ere  the  d.aj’s 
fishing  bo  over.  We  will  eat  our  lunch  in  the 
sweet-scented  air,  and  you  will  say  you  have 
never  enjoyed  a  meal  so  much  before.  Get  thy 
waterproof,  and  also  thy  leggings,  and  we  will 
away'. 

The  punt  is  half-full  of  water;  the  rain  has, 
indeed,  been  heavy ;  last  night  I  baled  her  dry. 
We  mop  her  out  and  'unlock  the  well.  The  baits 
caught  yesterday  are  knocking  their  noses  against 
the  gratings;  not  one  has  succumbed  during  the 
night.  Notice  how  carefully  the  rod  is  jmt 
together,  and  the  delicate  tackle  tested;  should 
we  have  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  that  old  sly 
one,  he  will,  indeed,  try  it  to  the  uttermost.  As 
you  are  not  accustomed  to  a  voyage  in  a  jmnt,  take 
my  kindly  advice  and  sit  down,  or  you  will  perhaps 
imbibe  more  generous  fluid  than  may  be  agreealile 
ere  we  reach  our  goal — the  weir.  Softly,  now  ; 
not  a  splash  to  alarm  our  quarry.  We  fasten  the 
punt  far  below  the  weir,  driving  the  staple  deep 
down  into  the  bank,  as  the  stream  is  swift.  We 
carry  our  tackle,  not  forgetting  the  landing  net, 
to  the  weir  head,  taking  a  few  baits  in  a  small 
kettle,  which  we  suspend  in  the  water.  Notice 
how  the  kettle  i.s  perforated  in  many  places  ;  this 
allows  a  free  current  of  water,  keeping  the  baits 
fresh  and  lively. 

Before  beginning  to  fish,  have  a  good  look  at 
the  water.  You  notice  it  is  a  bit  coloured,  as  the 
river  has  risen  a  little  with  last  night's  rain.  It 
is  in  perfect  condition.  The  water  just  laps  over 


some  of  the  closed  paddles  of  the  weir  where  it 
was  quite  dry  yesterday  ;  at  the  sides  where  the 
weir  is  open,  the  stream  rushes  down  with 
tremendous  force,  forming  huge  eddies  ;  the  foam 
glances  and  sparkles  in  the  sunlight,  and  you 
observe  a  small  rainbow  in  the  mist  caused  by 
the  splashing  waters;  this  you  will  not  see  later 
on  in  the  day,  it  is  a  treat  reserved  for  early 
risers.  Occasionally  you  see  black  dots  for  an 
instant  in  the  foam.  Look  closely  again,  they 
are  the  backs  of  the  bleak  and  dace  darting  up 
the  fall.  See!  one  has  fallen  on  the  stones,  but 
he  soon  wriggles  off  again,  and  is  borne  away  in 
the  torrent.  What  was  that  splash  ?  A  trout, 
the  trout,  but  he  missed,  the  bleak.  How  can  I 
tell?  Simply  by  keen  sight;  he  will  feed  again 
soon.  Ah !  do  not  stand  up  suddenly  like  that, 
you  have  frightened  him ;  remember  you  are  on 
the  skyline,  and  a  trout  has  sight  like  an  eagle. 
Mark  me,  he  has  rattled  off  to  the  lower  end  of 
the  pool.  I  have  watched  his  tricks  many  times. 

We  wilt  now  commence  fishing.  The  bait  is 
not  flung  in  with  a  splash,  but  I  let  it  down  the 
swiftest  run  precisely  in  the  same  way  the  bleak 
was  washed  back.  The  line  runs  fast  and  free 
from  the  winch,  wh'ch  is  spinning  round,  I  draw 
the  bait  swiftly  across  the  eddy  on  the  left  side  of 
the  run,  bringing  it  back  right  up  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  fall.  Away  it  is  carried  again  by  the 
stream,  I  point  the  rod  to  the  other  shoulder 
and  try  the  right  hand  eddy  in  the  same  manner. 
A  fish  take  that?  Yes,  with  a  rush  and  dash 
that  is  sometimes  positively  startling,  though 
occasionally  a  trout  will  take  it  so  quietly,  that 
you  only  see  his  black  snout  for  a  moment,  but 
you  know  what  has  happened,  and  almost  in¬ 
stantaneously  feel  the  pull  of  the  gallant  fish. 
Where  there  is  a  hollow  under  the  fall,  a  quiet 
feeding  fish  generilly  bolts  for  that,  bnt  the 
“  smashers  ”  go  off  down  stream. 

Give  me  another  bait,  we  will  try  the  other  run 
in  the  weir.  You  notice  the  eddies  are  entirely 
different  here,  and  the  water  much  shallower.  I 
let  the  bait  travel  down.  Smash!  splash! — a  fish  ! 
a  fish!  Steady,  ’tis  not  a  trout,  ’tis  a  barbel  or 
chub  ;  he  has  gone  away  and  down  to  the  bottom, 
travelling  slowly  about.  Cfo  down  to  the  punt,  I 
will  walk  down  the  bank  and  land  him  there;  or 
rather,  you  shall  land  him  for  me,  ’twill  bi  a 
good  lesson  for  you.  Steady  now,  keep  the  net 
still  in  the  w'ater  till  I  tell  you  to  lift.  ’Tis  a 
huge  chub.  Do  not  be  in  a  hurry.  There,  here 
he  comes — now  lift — -be  is  a  good  fish.  We  will 
weigh  him — 4|lb.  Take  him  to  the  stream  above 
the  weir,  and  pitch  him  in  again.  Splosh!  Off 
he  goes,  a  sadder  and  a  wiser  fish.  Landing  him 
has  disturbed  the  whole  w'eir,  so  we  will  wait  a 
little  and  smoke  our  favourite  pipe.  We  shall, 
perhaps,  see  our  friend  the  trout  move  again 
soon  ;  I  will  alter  my  tackle  for  his  benefit,  using 
a  tiny  cork  for  a  float,  and  will  presently  try  him 
at  the  furthest  end  of  the  weir  pool,  a  good  forty 
yards  away. 

The  sun  is  now  disappearing  behind  heavy  rain 
clouds  ;  while  we  shelter  ourselves  under  this 
thorn  bush,  whi:e  with  blossom,  let  us  take  a 
hasty  meal,  that  no  time  may  be  wasted.  While 
the  shower  lasts  the  bleak  and  dace  do  not  j  ump 
so  freely  in  the  weir,  but  when  the  sun  comes  out 
again  they  will  re-appear  by  scores. 

When  there  are  so  many  baits  in  the  weir  the 
chances  arc  all  against  us,  as  the  trout  can  easily 
take  one  out  of  many.  However,  it  is  plain 
the  fish  are  well  on  the  feed  to-day,  and  we  mean 
to  have  a  good  trout  presently.  Let  us  again 
commence  operations.  You  see  that  large  dark 
patch  at  the  end  of  the  pool,  where  there  is  com¬ 
paratively  little  current.  The  stream  is  stopped 
there  by  the  gravel  bank  at  the  tail  end  of  the 
weir,  and  has  scooped  out  a  deep  hole.  I  will  let 
my  bait  rest  quietly  there  for  a  time,  slipping  the 
check  off  the  winch,  and  keeping  a  little  line 
loose  to  case  the  first  rush.  You  sa^'  he  is 
evidently  not  there;  but  wait,  patience  is  the 
great  secret  of  success  in  trout  catching.  We 
may  not  see  him  again  to-day,  but  know  he  is 
somewhere  in  ihe  pool,  and  that  he  may  feed  at 
any  moment.  The  sun  comes  out  once  more,  and 
the  dace  flish  in  the  foam,  the  clouds  roll  away; 
it  is  a  glorious  noon.  Where  is  a  prettier  scene  ? 
The  roar  of  the  weir  is  incessant,  you  feel 
inclined  for  forty  winks,  but  that  will  not  do.  I 
will  draw  my  line  in  and  try  a  larger  bait,  letting 
it  down  to  the  same  spot,  where  I  have  seen  the 
trout  feed  many  tim-s. 


See!  a  huge  swirl.  ’Tis  he,  he  has  got  it,  and 
I  have  him  hard  and  fast !  What  an  electric 
shock  runs  through  me;  after  days  and  days 
spent  in  trying  for  that  one  fish  I  have  hooked 
him  at  last !  Thetrout  dashes  right  across  the  weir, 
the  line  cuts  sharjily  through  the  water;  now  he 
turns,  and  comes  up  to  the  very  edge  of  the  fall. 
I  wind  in  as  fast  as  hand  can  turn  the  winch, 
keeping  the  line  taut.  We  cannot  see  him  yet, 
but  he  is  evidently  a  large  fish.  See  how  the  rod 
bends !  He  is  off  again  like  a  flash,  the  check  is 
off  the  winch  or  he  would  have  smashed  me  that 
time.  He  turns  again,  and  goes  down  right  into 
the  deeps.  What  a  grand  fish  he  is !  He  now 
keeps  in  one  place,  and  will  not  move.  This  I  do 
not  like,  as  he  will  get  his  full  strength  back 
again.  I  raise  the  rod  a  little,  and  give  a  couple 
of  sharp  light  taps  with  the  fingers  above  the 
winch.  Whew  !  that  has  moved  him  with  a 
vengeance.  He  comes  up  and  leaps  high  out  of 
the  water.  I  instinctively  lower  the  rod,  and  he 
goes  away  again,  but  at  a  slower  pace.  He  is  a 
noble  fish  ;  his  silvery  sides  gleamed  in  the  sun¬ 
light,  and  we  could  see  the  black  spots  thickly 
dotted  over  him.  No  doubt  of  his  being  a  trout 
now.  He  is  cruising  slowly  along,  I  slip  the 
check  on,  and  put  a  heavier  strain  on  him.  He 
comes  up  quietly.  Another  rush  or  two,  and 
another  plunge  into  the  deeps,  and  he  is  done ; 
he  turns  on  his  side.  You  have  the  landing-net 
handy,  so  I  will  walk  along  the  stream  and  bring 
him  in  with  the  help  of  the  eddy.  Be  careful ;  I 
will  bring  him  up  again.  There,  now  you  have 
him.  Get  well  away  from  the  water  before 
taking  him  out  of  the  net,  or  we  may  yet  lose 
him. 

What  a  picture  the  fish  is!  short,  thick,  and 
in  perfect  condition,  his  fins  all  clean,  not  a  louse 
on  him;  let  us  weigh  him — ten  pounds?  No, 
but  over  seven  and  a-half.  Will  you  have  him 
setup?  Rather! 

We  admire  the  fish  for  a  long  while,  then 
place  him  in  a  clean  sheet  of  newspaper,  winding 
it  smoothly  all  round  him,  when  the  fish  dries, 
the  paper  will  stick  slightly  and  preserve  every 
scale ;  now,  let  me  have  that  towel,  I  place  the 
fish  fiat  in  it  and  tie  the  loose  ends  tightly  with 
string  to  the  landing  net  handle,  straining  them 
to  their  utmost  extent;  this  keeps  the  fish 
straight  and  smooth,  and  the  skin  will  not  crack 
or  crease,  never  pack  a  fish  in  grass  if  you  wish 
to  preserve  his  beauty. 

Let  us  open  a  bottle  of  beer,  and  wet  him 
as  he  deserves,  a  Thames  trout  is  not  caught 
every  day.  We  rest  awhile,  and  make  a  most 
enjoyable  lunch,  then  fish  again  till  dusk;  but 
really  do  little  but  talk  of  thie  exciting  struggle, 
and  in  fancy  go  through  it  all  again. 

The  sun  has  set,  we  move  all  our  belonging! 
info  the  punt,  and  start  for  home,  have  you 
enjoyed  the  day?  I  should  think  so,  I  mean  to 
be  a  fisherman  ;  and  will  fish  till  I  get  a  trout. 

Well,  good  luck  to  you,  and  good  night. 


Lonhley's  Thames  Angler’s  anp  Oarsman’s 
Vade-mecum. — It  is  some  years  now  since  Mr.  P. 
G.  Longley,  of  39.  Warwick-lane,  London,  E.C., 
first  commenced  this  useful  little  waistcoat  pocket 
guide,  which  gives  information  on  the  following 
matters  A  small  sketch  map  of  the  Thames,  a 
table  of  distances  of  the  principal  points  and 
fishing  stations  between  Putney  and  Folly  Bridge, 
the  distances  from  lock  to  lock,  the  nearest  rail¬ 
way  station  to  each,  and  the  return  fares  ;  a  1  st 
of  the  principal  hotels,  the  local  fishing  to  bo 
obtained,  the  fishermen's  names,  the  conservancy 
preserves,  Thames  measurements  and  fence 
seasons,  and  an  almanack  and  tide  table  for  1893. 

Disai’I'earance  of  Thames  Flounders. — The 
eldest  of  the  Gibson  family,  in  a  recent  conver¬ 
sation  with  a  licensed  waterman,  said  that  he 
had  not  seen  a  Thames  flounder  for  about  three 
years.  George  Gibsou  thought  that  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  the  flat  fish  in  (juestion  was  owing 
to  the  impurities  cast  into  the  river;  but  if 
this  be  the  cause,  it  hardly  seems  to  tally  with 
the  fact  mentioned  by  the  same  bait  fisherman 
— that  he  now  caught  a  good  many  dace  and 
some  roach  between  Westminster  and  Battersea 
Bridges.  The  Thames  flounder,  nicely  fried,  used 
to  form  an  appetising  fish  only  a  few  years  ago, 
the  fl  3sh  being  as  white  as  that  of  a  large  turbot, 
and  Pearce,  the  fisherman,  got  some  every  nOw 
and  then. — Savour. 
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iEotes  anir  (J^utrics 


We  note  that  fry  of  the  celebrated  Houghton 
Club  strain  are  advertised  for  sale  in  our  columns. 


The  Yacht  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aqua- 
RiUJi. — We  strongly  advise  our  readers  who  care 
to  see  a  splendid  collection  of  yachts,  boats,  &c., 
not  to  miss  the  exhibition  now  open  at  the 
Aquarium,  Westminster.  Mr.  W.  Hearder,  of 
Plymouth,  has  an  exhibit  of  mounted  lines  for 
sea  fishing,  cases  of  artificial  baits,  modes  of  the 
otter  trawl,  Ac.  _ 


Position  of  the  Reel  on  the  Rod. — “  Mr.  R. 
B.  Marston  has  read,  in  Shooting  and  Fishing,  what 
has  been  said  regarding  the  position  of  the  reel 
on  the  rod.  He  reprinted  one  of  my  articles  on 
the  subject,  in  the  Fishing  GazHte,  without  com¬ 
ment,  but  writes  me  personally :  ‘  I  always  use 
the  reel  held  down  under  rod  with  handle  on  right 
side.  It  may  be  wrong  in  theory,  hut  I  have  got 
used  to  it  in  thirty  years  and  am  not  going  to 
change  now.  A  few  of  my  friends  put  the  reel 
on  with  handle  to  the  left,  and  turn  the  rod  over 
to  play  a  fish,  so  the  reel  comes  on  top  with  handle 
to  the  right.  One  of  them  lent  me  his  rod  one 
day,  and  I  could  scarcely  use  the  reel  at  all. 
Ninety  out  of  one  hundred  anglers  here  use  the 
reel  as  I  do.’  Mr.  Marston  makes  a  drawing  of 
his  reel  and  butt  end  of  rod,  to  show  the  position 
of  former,  and  this  shows  a  click  reel  on  a  fly  rod. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  Mr.  Marston  uses  his  reel 
in  the  same  way  that  Mr.  Orvis  describes  as  the 
manner  in  which  he  uses  his  reel,  and  this  is  just 
opposite  to  the  way  in  which  I  use  a  fly  reel.  I 
think  that  the  proportion  of  the  anglers  who  use 
the  fly  reel  underneath,  in  this  country,  is  about 
the  same  as  that  which  Mr.  Marston  gives  for 
England  ;  namely,  90  out  of  100.  I  have  always 
maintained  that  those  who  use  the  fly  reel  in 
trout  fishing  as  Mr.  Marston  uses  his,  were 
largely  in  the  majority  in  this  country,  and  it 
seems  that  the  same  is  true  of  anglers  in  Great 
Britain.  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Marston,  written 
last  spring,  he  makes  a  drawing  of  an  angler  in 
the  act  of  making  a  cast  with  bait  rod.  The  reel 
is  on  the  end  of  the  rod  in  the  same  place  that  a 
reel  is  fixed  for  fly  fishing.  The  left  hand  of  the 
angler  grasps  the  reel  with  the  ends  of  the 
fingers  on  the  line  on  the  reel-spool,  and  the  right 
hand  grasps  the  rod  well  above  the  reel.  Of 
course  this  is  a  two-handed  cast,  and  the  red  is 
different  from  the  one  used  in  this  country  for 
bait  casting.  In  making  even  this  brief  mention, 
I  am  anticipating  an  article  on  the  subject  which 
I  propose  to  write  later,  when  I  have  had  an 
epportunity  to  practice  with  a  reel  and  line  that 
Mr.  Marston  has  sent  me  from  England  for  the 
purpose.” — A.  N.  Cheney  in  Shooting  and  Fishing, 
Boston,  U.S.A. 


Eden  Conservancy  Bo.aed. — At  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Eden  Conservancy  Board,  held  in  the 
month  of  December,  it  was  resolved,  by  a  small 
majority,  to  adopt  the  following  bye-laws,  making 
a  change  in  the  close  season  in  the  Solway  :  “  The 
annual  close  season  for  netting  salmon  above  the 
Solway  Viaduct,  in  the  public  or  common  waters 
within  the  Eden  or  fishery  district,  shall  com¬ 
mence  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  and  terminate 
on  the  3rd  day  of  March  following,  both  days  in¬ 
clusive.”  Before  the  new  bye-law  became  opera¬ 
tive,  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  confirmed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade.  It  is  stated  that  that 
body  has  declined  to  confirm  the  bye-law. 


An  American  Notice  of  the  Ely-Fishers’ 
Club  Dinner. — Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney,  angling 
editor  of  Shooting  and  Fishing,  and  one  of  the 
American  honorary  members  of  the  club,  has  the 
following  note  in  his  paper  of  Jan.  12: — “The 
annual  dinner  of  the  Fly-Fishers’  Club,  London, 
it  being  the  ninth  since  organization,  was  held  the 
evening  of  Dec.  7.  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford,  author  of 
‘  Dry  Fly-Fishing  in  Theory  and  Practice,’  &c., 
presided.  Every  year  since  the  organization  of 
the  club,  I  have  made  some  mention  of  the  annual 
dinner,  and  each  time  with  regret  that  I  had  not 
space  to  say  more.  This  is  no  exception  to  what 
has  become  the  rule.  I  would  like  to  say  some¬ 
thing  of  Mr.  Halford’s  speech,  something  of  Mr. 


Marston’s  speech,  something  of  Mr.  Easil  Field’s 
speech,  something  of  Mr.  Blundell’s  speech,  and, 
in  fact,  something  of  all  the  speeches,  for  they  are 
just  as  good  reading  for  American  anglers  as  for 
English  anglers,  but  I  must  confine  myself  to 
something  Mr.  Senior  said  in  his  speech.  In 
speaking  of  the  club  library,  he  said  the  club,  it 
might  be  noted,  bred  its  own  authors,  and  most 
of  the  recent  books  upon  angling  in  the  library 
were  written  by  members  of  the  club.  He  cited 
Mr.  Halford,  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  ‘  John  Bicken- 
dyke,’  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  Frazer  Sandeman, 
and  others  seated  at  the  table  about  him,  and 
continued  thus;  ‘I  want  you  to  think  very 
kindly  of  the  angling  author.  He  is  not  like  the 
ordinary  run  of  writing  men.  There  is  my  col¬ 
league  of  twenty-five  years  ago  in  journalism’ 
(this  referred  to  Mr.  Wm.  Black  at  Mr.  Senior’s 
table),  ‘  whose  works  of  fiction  have  pleased  mil¬ 
lions  of  people,  and  who  can  write  about  fishing 
without  making  angling  readers  blush  for  him. 
Let  us  take  our  chairman,  too.  He  fishes,  he 
studies  the  fish,  the  insects,  the  weather,  the 
earth,  the  skies  ;  he  conceives  ideas  and  graces 
his  book  with  them.  This  is  how  the  angling 
author  has  to  work.  Full  of  knowledge  himself, 
he  wishes  to  impart  to  others  the  happiness  he 
himself  enjoys  and  feels.  He  is  a  man  who 
thinks  that  the  knowledge  that  he  has  gained  by 
virtue  of  many  wet  jackets  and  empty  baskets 
will  be  of  use  to  his  brother  anglers,  so  he  simply 
goes  into  print  because  he  must.  I  commend, 
therefore,  the  angling  author  to  your  kindness 
and  prayerful  consideration,  and,  if  there  should 
be  any  publishers  present,  I  do  implore  them, 
when  next  a  pale-faced  young  man  comes  to  them 
with  a  quarter  of  a  hundred  foolscap,  entitled 
“  The  Ninety-five  Spined  Stickleback,  and  How 
to  Rise  Him,”  or  “The  Angler  in  Search  of  a 
Rod,”  they  will  remember  he  is  not  one  of  the 
ordinary  gang,  but  a  simple,  confiding  child 
of  Nature,  who  deserves  their  protection  and 
encouragement.’  ” 

Alleged  Pollution  or  the  Blackwater  Stream 
BELOW  Aldershot. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Hamp¬ 
shire  County  Council  at  the  County  Hall,  Win¬ 
chester,  last  week,  Mr.  Martineau,  in  accordance 
with  notice,  brought  forward  the  question  of  the 
polluting  of  the  Blackwater.  He  moved  “  That 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  General  Purposes 
Committee,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  River 
Blackwater  in  this  county  is  greatly  polluted  by 
the  discharge  of  sewage  from  the  town  of  Aider- 
shot  to  such  an  extent  as  to  endanger  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  several  parishes  through 
which  it  flows,  to  take  such  steps  under  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  the  14th  Section  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Act,  1888,  as  the  Committee  may  deem 
expedient,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such 
pollution,  and  to  report  to  the  Council.”  He 
spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of  the  motion, 
mentioning  what  had  previously  been  done  with 
regard  to  the  Blackwater,  including  the  in¬ 
junction  granted  by  the  County  Court  Judge  at 
Aldershot  in  188G.  Mr.  Eve  spoke  in  defence  of 
the  Aldershot  Local  Board,  and  said  it  was  not 
true  that  Aldershot  for  the  past  three  years  had 
been  throwing  its  sewage  into  the  Blackwater, 
and  quoted  an  analysis  by  Professor  Attfield  of 
the  effluent  water  which  ran  from  the  sewage 
works  into  the  river.  He  held  that  the  con¬ 
tamination  of  the  Blackwater  was  traceable  else¬ 
where  than  to  Aldershot,  and  suggested  that  a 
joint  committee  of  Hants,  Berks,  and  Surrey 
should  be  formed  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act 
to  deal  with  the  subject.  Mr.  Martineau  said  it 
was  the  effluent  which  came  from  the  sewage 
works  that  they  complained  of.  Mr.  Deverell’s 
amendment  was  accepted,  and  the  name  of  Mr. 
Martineau  was  added  to  the  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  the  inquiry. — J.  E.  W . 

Growth  of  Black  Bass. — “  This,  I  confess,  not¬ 
withstanding  I  had  implicit  confidence  in  their 
making  a  rapid  growth,  astonished  me  much.  I 
had  always  been  a  believer  in  heavy  feeding,  and 
felt  satisfied  that  the  amount  of  growth  that 
would  be  derived  in  a  certain  time  depended 
mainly  upon  the  quantity  of  feed  that  had  been 
consumed.  This  led  me  to  speculate  where  these 
bass  obtained  their  food,  confined  as  they  were  in 
a  very  small  body  of  water  containing  some  eight 
hundred  fish,  and  immediately  below  my  ponds 
containing  some  forty  thousand  salmon,  young 


and  older.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  this, 
I  made  my  bass  frequent  visits,  and  by  remaining 
quietly  secreted  on  the  banks,  soon  discovered  the 
source  of  their  supply.  One  day  as  I  was  thus 
occupied,  in  company  with  my  eldest  boy,  he 
called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  snake 
[Troiiidonotvs  grhami)  was  leisurely  swimming 
through  their  midst.  At  first  I  felt  inclined  to 
pursue  the  snake,  fearing  that  he  might  in  some 
manner  injure,  if  not  destroy,  a  large  portion  of 
my  native  stock.  My  fears  were,  however, 
speedily  terminated  by  one  of  my  larger  bass 
making  a  rapid  dart  at  the  snake  with  open 
mouth,  and  nearly  severing  its  head  quite  close  to 
the  body.  The  scene  that  then  ensued  beggared 
description.  Never  shall  I  forget  it — -such  a 
floundering  and  splashing !  The  surface  of  the 
water  for  an  instant  seemed  literally  covered 
with  perpendicular  tails  enveloped  in  foam.  So 
great  was  the  commotion  that  we  were  compelled 
to  retire  to  a  greater  distance  in  order  to  avoid 
being  thoroughly  drenched.  After  the  disturbed 
waters  had  become  somewhat  calmed,  we  resumed 
our  former  position  in  order  to  make  further 
observations,  and  found  our  large  bass  hero,  with 
one  end  of  the  snake  in  its  mouth,  rapidly  making 
away  with  it,  and  a  smaller,  but  not  less  preten¬ 
tious  brother,  at  the  other  end,  endeavouring  with 
all  his  might  and  main  to  eat  even  with  him. 
Thus  these  gamey  lads  continued  for  some  time, 
swimming  up  and  down  the  stream,  like  two  boys 
running  witharope.  The  distance  between  them, 
however,  rapidly  diminished.  This  had  continued 
for  some  time,  when  we  saw  emerging  from  undei' 
a  log  at  the  edge  of  the  banks  one  of  my  pike 
{Esox  Indus).  At  first  he  came  slowly  but 
steadily,  when  he  made  a  rapid  dart,  with  open 
mouth,  at  my  smaller  bass,  and,  at  a  single  gulp, 
placed  himself  outside  of  it.  Then  he  came  face 
to  face  with  our  hero.  It  was  an  awful  moment 
of  suspense.  For  some  time  our  finny  gladiators 
remained  motionless,  eyeing  each  other,  measur¬ 
ing  the  dimension  of  each  other’s  mouth,  as  it 
were.  The  crisis  at  length  came.  The  bass,  by 
force  of  digestion,  had  made  way  with  his  part  of 
the  snake  rope,  and  making  one  mighty  effort, 
stretching  maxillary  and  dental  to  their  utmost 
capacity,  soon  enveloped  the  pike  to  a  point  just 
below  the  operculum.  At  this  point  we  departed, 
feeling  perfectly  satisfied  that  our  hero  would 
take  care  of  himself.” — From  Dr.  Henshall’s 
“  Book  of  the  Black  Bass.” 


Catching  Salmon  out  of  Season  in  the  Isle 
OF  Man. — On  Saturday,  before  Messrs.  S.  Harris, 
H.  B.  and  A.  Bruce,  sitting  in  the  Petty  Session 
Court,  a  number  of  cases  were  brought  by  the 
Board  of  Conservators  of  Salmon  and  Fresh 
Water  Fish,  against  persons  for  catching  or 
attempting  to  catch  salmon  and  trout  in  the 
close  season.  John  Cowin  was  fined  the  full 
penalty  of  £o  and  costs,  or  two  months’  imprison¬ 
ment,  for  an  offence  committed  on  Dec.  30;  and 
for  a  similar  offence  committed  on  Jan.  12,  the 
case  was  continued. 


THE  SONG  OF  THE  SALMON 

fisher;  ■  ■■ 


Break,  storms,  on  the  heathery  hills. 

Break  on  the  sodden  plain  ; 

Steadily  pour  till  the  river  fills. 

And  the  floods  come  down  again. 

Curl,  river,  curl  and  swirl. 

In  a  gushing,  rushing  spate ; 

Stir  the  pools  with  eddy  and  whirl. 

Till  the  hearts  of  the  fish  grow  great. 

Blow,  wind,  till  the  fir  trees  nod. 

Gather  the  clouds  in  the  sky ; 

Then,  oh  for  the  swish  of  the  swinging  rod. 
And  the  flop  of  the  falling  fly. 

C.  A.  G. 


Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— For  Coughs. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Couglis  and  Asthma. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Hoarseness; 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Lung  Troubles. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Safe  and  Reliable., 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  1824. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Refuse  Imitations. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Influenza 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs  Relieved  Instantly. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  Remedy. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Lion.  Net,  and  Mouse. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Is.  I  jd.,  23.  3d. 
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LEISTROM  POOL,  NEAR  ARMA- 
THWAITE. 


The  photogravure  which  we  give  this  week  is 
of  a  well-known  salmon  pool  on  the  River  Eden,  in 
Cumberland,  below  Armathwaite.  It  is  from  a 
photograph  by  Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman,  taken  at 
the  end  of  last  October  with  a  rapid  symmetrical 
lens,  by  Ross,  and  two  seconds’  exposure,  f.  11. 

We  believe  that  this  pool  is  the  scene  of  some  of 
Mr.  iSandeman’s  fights  with  salmon, referred  to  in 
his  book.  It  is  also  very  good  for  trout. 


A  FAMOUS  FOX-HUNTER. 


Sportsmen  generally,  and  especially  hunting- 
men,  who  have  read  reminiscences  of  the  life  of 
the  late  Thomas  Assheton  Smith,  will  welcome 
a  reprint  of  his  memoirs;  and  those  lovers 
of  the  chase  who  have  not  yet  heard  of  that 
famous  fox-hunter,  will  be  glad  to  know  there  is 
a  rare  treat  awaiting  them  in  the  new  edition  just 
published*  of  his  exploits  and  prowess  with 
horses  and  hounds. 

We  have  read  this  edition  with  great  delight. 


Grovelly  Copse,  where  they  killed  him,  after  a  | 
run  of  nearly  twenty  miles.  With  incidents 
like  these,  and  others  even  more  extraordinary 
connected  with  hunting,  the  book  simply 
bristles. 

Mr.  Smith  was  the  model  of  a  British  fox-  ; 
hunter,  and  for  exactly  half  a  century  a  master  i 
and  owner  of  hounds.  Of  iron  nerve  and 
constitution,  he  was  universally  acknowledged  ; 
the  best,  as  he  was  the  foremost,  rider  of  his  | 
day. 

On  March  20,  1840,  more  than  two  thousand 
horsemen,  some  coming  from  remote  counties — 
many  of  them  men  of  the  highest  birth  and 
station,  men  who  had  served  their  country  in 
deeds  of  daring  gallantry  by  sea  and  land,  men 
who,  in  political  or  social  life,  were  the  most 
brilliant  in  repute — thronged  to  Rolleston, 
Leicestershire,  to  do  honour  to  the  premier  fox- 
hunter  of  that  time.  Nor  was  this  sport  his  only 
pursuit ;  besides  being  a  classical  scholar,  warmly 
devoted  to  science,  an  excellent  man  of  business, 
and  a  generous  distributor  of  wealth,  he  was  a 
crack  shot,  a  noted  pedestrian,  and  he  excelled 
especially  in  cricket ;  his  fondness  for  that  noble 
game  he  long  retained  in  after  life,  and  he  had  au 
ardent  love  for  all  athletic  exercises. 


he  was  in  my  way,”  was  the  reply.  “  Defend 
yourself,”  was  the  rejoinder,  and  the  coalheaver 
doffed  his  smock  frock,  while  the  squire  buttoned 
up  his  coat  and  turned  up  his  cuffs.  At  it  they 
went  with  a  hearty  good  will.  For  the  first  time 
in  his  life  Tom  Smith  found  he  had  got  his  match 
and  something  more  to  contend  with,  for  the 
fellow  stood  six  feet  and  weighed  fourteen  stone. 
There  was  no  flinching  on  either  side,  and  they 
followed  each  other  up  and  down  the  street,  ai 
closely  as  a  loving  couple  in  a  country  dance. 

The  constables  separated  the  combatants 
amidst  the  cheering  of  the  crowd.  “  You  will 
!  hear  of  me  again,”  said  the  squire  to  his  resolute 
antagonist,  as  he  mounted  his  horse  and  rode 
i  quietly  away,  with  two  lovely  black  eyes. 
Although  much  punished,  Mr.  Smith  went  to 
dine  wdth  a  friend,  and  told  the  story  of  his  fight 
with  great  relish. 

On  the  following  morning  the  squire’s  groom 
was  seen  inquiring  where  tbe  coalheaver  lived. 
Ilis  residence  having  been  pointed  out,  the  groom 
knocked  at  the  door.  At  last  it  was  opened  by 
tbe  coalheaver’s  wife.  “Does  the  man  live  here 
who  fought  the  gentleman  by  the  bank  ?  ” 
enquired  the  servant. 

'  “lie  did  live  here,  if  he  is  still  alive,”  replied 


LEISTROM  POOL,  NEAR  ARMATHWAITE. 

A  celebrated  Salmon  Pool  on  the  Eilon.l  [From  a  Photograph  by  Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman, 


and  reluctantly  laid  the  book  occasionally  aside 
after  having  commenced  to  peruse  it.  The  pages 
teem  with  racy  incidents  of  fox-hunting  in 
Leicestershire,  Lincolnshire,  and  elsewhere,  and 
anecdotes  of  his  associates— masters  and  men — 
who  hunted  with  the  Quorn,  Craven,  Melton 
Mowbray,  and  Tedworth  Hounds,  all  of  which 
packs  he  owned  during  his  long  career. 

Some  of  the  “  runs  ”  were  tremendous  ;  on  one 
“  Belvoir  Day  ”  with  the  Duke  of  Rutland’s 
hounds,  the  fox  led  them  nineteen  miles  point- 
blank,  and  every  other  rider  but  Mr.  Smith  was 
beaten  off.  On  another  occasion,  a  fox  found  at 
Amesbury,  Wilts,  led  for  sixteen  miles,  and  was 
killed;  while  yet  another, /otmd  that  day,  crossed 
the  River  Avon  like  an  otter,  and  shaking  his  brush 
to  the  wind,  made  for  Salisbury  Plain,  thence 
by  Stonehenge.  Many  horses  declined  here,  but 
tbe  hounds  were  in  full  cry,  heads  up  and  sterns 
down,  Mr.  Smith  leading  on  Gay  Lass,  with  Bar¬ 
maid  and  Dairymaid  close  up.  The  fox  passed 
through  the  village  of  Berwick  to  Wishford, 
crossed  the  River  Wiley,  ran  up  the  hill  to 


•  “  A  FamouH  Fox-Huntor,”  edited  by  the  late  Sir 
J.  E.  Kardley-Wilmot,  Bart.  Published  by  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  Limited. 


A  splendid  amateur  boxer,  he  never  was  a 
bully,  for  a  braver  man  never  stepped  on  the 
earth,  nor  one  who  displayed  in  clearer  colours, 
the  thorough  courage  of  a  true-bred  Briton. 

As  a  youth,  his  Eton  career  was  rendered 
memorable  by  his  famous  battle  with  Jack 
Musters  ;  it  was  for  years  afterwards  spoken  of 
by  Etonians  as  one  of  the  most  hard-fought  and 
severe  contests,  ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
youthful  pugilism. 

These  young  champions  were  so  equally 
matched,  that  their  protracted  struggle  of  an 
hour  and  a  half  ended  in  a  drawn  battle;  the 
most  perfect  harmony  and  friendship  existed 
between  them  ever  afterwards. 

His  skill  in  pugilistic  encounters,  and  his 
determined  courage  in  standing  up  against 
superior  strength  often  served  him  in  good  stead. 
On  one  occasion,  when  about  to  enter  a  banking- 
house  at  Leicester,  he  hitched  his  horse’s  bridle 
over  the  iron  rails  in  front  of  the  bank.  While 
he  was  inside,  his  horse  stood  across  the  street, 
and  a  coalheaver,  coming  by  with  his  cart,  gave 
the  nag  a  flanker  with  his  whip,  w’hich  nearly 
made  the  nag  jump  into  the  bank  window. 
This  brought  out  the  squire.  “  Why  did  you 
strike  my  horse  ?  ”  was  the  inquiry.  “  Because 


the  poor  woman,  “after  the  terrible  beating  he 
got  yesterday.” 

Groans  were  heard  from  a  bed  on  which  the 
man  was  lying,  fearing  an  arrest  for  striking  the 
squire.  The  groom  made  the  man  happy  by 
saying,  “  Mr.  Smith  has  sent  me  to  give  you  this 
five-pound  note,  and  to  tell  you  that  you  are  the 
best  man  that  ever  stood  before  him.” 

“  God  bless  his  honour,”  exclaimed  the  fellow, 
jumping  out  of  bed,  being  greatly  relieved  by 
this  unexpected  and  fortunate  turn  of  events. 
“  Thank  him  a  thousand  times  ;  I  dearly  earned 
the  money,  for  your  master’s  blows  are  like  the 
[  kick  of  a  horse;  but  for  all  that,  to  show  my 
gratitude,  please  tell  him  that  1  will  fight  him 
again,  any  day,  for  lot'e.” 

Born  in  1776,  he  succeeded  Lord  Foley  in  1806  as 
Master  of  the  Q  uorn  11  ounds,  an  d  continued  to  hunt 
regularly  until  two  years  before  his  death,  in  18oS, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  Alfred  Jardine. 


A  Sermon  in  Itself. —  An  English  preacher 
the  other  day  rather  startled  his  congregation, 
which  included  several  stock  brokers,  by  saying, 
“Now  the  devil  took  him  up  into  a  higli 
mountain  and  showed  him — 20  per  cent.” 
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BRANDON  CREEK. 
JUNOTION  OF  THE  LITTLE  WITH  THE 
CAM  OR  GREAT  OUSE. 

At  this  ■well-known  and  favourite  spot  the 
water  is  very  deep  in  places,  the  tide  is  slow, 
and  it  can  be  fished  either  from  the  shore 
or  a  boat.  Pike,  roach,  perch,  and  bream  are 


A  NEW  PRAWN  TACKLE. 


The  author  of  that  first-rate  book  on  salmon 
and  trout  fishing,  published  last  year,  entitled 
“  By  Hook  and  by  Crook,”  writes  to  us  on  Jan.  27 
as  follows  : — 

“  Dear  Marston, — The  tackle  I  showed  you  last 
night  at  the  Fly-Fishers’ Club — “The  Sandeman 


THE  LOWER  THAMES  AS  A  TROUT 
RIVER. 


Is  the  Thames  capable  of  being  made  suitable 
for  fly  fishing  for  trout  P  In  my  humble  opinion 
it  is,  as  we  all  know  that  the  water  is  suitable  for 
trout,  as  every  year  there  are  taken  some  very 


r- 


numerous.  There  are  also  carp.  Bream,  perch, 
and  roach,  good.  It  is  a  grand  stretch  of  water 
from  Brandon  Creek  to  Littleport,  and  Mr. 
George  Heath,  Ship  Inn,  Brand  Creek,  Southery, 
Norfolk,  will  give  anglers  every  information. 


Oar  contributor,  “The  O.O.D.,”  into  a  good  one!  | 

Prawn  Tackle,  patent  ” — is  made  by  Hardy  Bros., 
of  Alnwick,  in  two  sizes ;  they  also  supply  suit-  | 
able  traces  in  treble  and  single  gut,  also  leads. 

“  The  colour  is  burnt  on  the  hooks.  Either  of 
the  flying  triangles  can  be  cut  off  without  preju-  i 
dice  to  the  other.  Double  gut,  best  quality,  down 
the  tackle.  I  will  send  one  when  I  get  them. 

I  “  Yours  always, 

“  Fraser  Sandeman. 

I  We  have  since  received  this  letter  from  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros. : — 

I  “  Jan.  31, 1893. 

“  Dear  Sir, — We  have  pleasure  to  send  you  a 
Sandeman  Prawn  Tackle,  together  with  blocks, 
and  should  be  obliged  for  a  notice.  We  have 
asked  Mr.  Sandeman  to  give  you  such  informa¬ 
tion  as  you  may  require,  and  trust  he  will  do  so. 

“  It  appears  to  us  to  hold  the  bait  better,  and 
in  such  a  position  as  it  works  and  searches  the 
pool  better ;  and  the  hooks  are  so  arranged  that 
a  fish  can  hardly  clear  the  hooks  and  get  off  scot- 
free.  We  are  making  in  a  size  less  for  smaller 
streams.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, 

“  Faithfully  yours, 

“Hardy  Bros. 

“  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq  , 

“  St.  Dunstan’s  House.” 

These  letters  and  the  illustration  explain  the 
new  tackle  so  fully  that  we  have  little  to  add. 
Fifteen  hooks  on  a  bait  is  a  little  hard  on  the 
noble  salmon  ;  but  if  the  angler  has  any  scruples 
on  this  score  he  can,  as  Mr.  Sandeman  points 
out,  dispense  with  as  many  as  he  pleases. 

We  have  often  seen  attempts  at  colouring  hooks 
red,  but  not  often  successful  attempts  ;  it  will  be 
seen  that  Mr.  Sandeman  says  in  his  tackle  the 
colour  is  burnt  on  the  hooks. 

Certainly  it  is  very  successfully  done,  and 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers’  name  is  sufficient  guar¬ 
antee  that  the  hooks  do  not  suffer  in  the  process. 
We  have  no  doubt  this  tackle  will  become  popu¬ 
lar.  The  bit  of  lead  helps  in  steadying  the  bait 
and  making  it  “  fish  ”  properly. 


I  An  American  friend  writes  about  some  Canadian 
duck  feathers  he  kindly  sends,  and  excuses  him¬ 
self  for  delay  on  account  of  pressure  of  work, 
Vv-hich  he  illustrates  as  follows :  “  I  need  to  be  ' 
introduced  to  my  wife  occasionally,  who  then,  ' 
with  a  far-away  look,  says,  ‘  O,  yes !  why,  I  do 
remember  you.’  Work,  work !  But  glad  to  be 
able  to  do  it.  Work  all  day  for  daily  bread, 
and  half  the  night  to  get  the  oleomargarine  to 
grease  it.” 


handsome  fish,  but  mostly  by  spinning  or  live- 
baiting,  as  few  take  the  trouble  to  try  the  fly, 
perhaps  the  reason  of  which  is  that  they  say. 


“  Oh !  the  Thames  trout  will  not  take  the  fly.” 
Last  year  I  tried  the  fly  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  and  succeeded  in  taking  four  fish,  but  they 
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were  hardly  up  to  the  takeable  size,  and  I  lost  three 
or  four  good  ones,  mostly  from  bad  luck  or 
otherwise,  which  I  think  will  show  that  the 
Thames  trout  will  take  the  fly.  I  have  heard  it 
said  that  the  barges  and  tugs  drive  the  trout 
out  of  the  river,  but  I  think  this  notion  is  quite 
wrong,  for  the  reason  that  the  barges  passing  up 
and  down  the  river  keep  the  channel  clean ;  and 
on  looking  down  on  a  clear  day,  you  can  see  the 
bed  of  the  river  beautifully  clean  and  bright. 
Now  that  is  just  what  the  trout  like,  especially  if 
there  is  any  weed  at  the  side  as  a  place  of  refuge. 
I  have  seen  trout,  directly  a  barge  has  passed, 
throw  themselves  over  and  over  in  the  wash 
made  by  the  barge,  as  it  they  seemed  to  enjoy  it. 
Some  few  years  back  I  had  a  small  hatchery  on 
the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and  having  purchased 
from  Ford,  of  Caistor,  a  few  thousand  yearlings — 
and  fine  fish  they  were  too — I  kept  a  few  in  a 
tank  in  my  garden  for  some  little  time,  four  or 
five  of  which  I  turned  into  the  Thames,  also  a 
thousand  or  more  trout  fry.  The  yearling  fish 
could  be  seen  on  any  hot  day,  laying  on  the 
gravel  at  the  spot  I  turned  them  in,  and  I  have 
sat  in  my  punt  and  watched  them ;  they  were 
quite  masters  of  the  situation,  and  would  drive 
away  any  other  fish  that  came  near  them.  One 
day  I  thought  I  would  like  to  see  how  they  were 
getting  on,  so  I  asked  a  man  with  a  oast-net  to 
catch  me  a  couple,  and  after  I  had  inspected 
them  in  a  glass  globe,  I  returned  them  safely 
to  the  water.  They  were  there  the  next 
day,  and  none  the  worse  for  their  removal. 
On  the  following  year  a  boy  dipping  about 
with  a  well-net  tied  on  to  the  end  of  a  mop- 
handle,  caught  some  half  dozen  young  trout 
close  to  the  place  where  I  turned  the  fry  in. 
No  doubt  these  fish  were  the  proceeds  of  the  fry 
I  turned  in  the  previous  year  ;  and  a  boy  fishing 
opposite  the  spot  where  I  turned  in  the  yearling 
trout  caught  a  nice  little  trout  of  nearly  half  a 
pound,  which  I  carefully  unhooked  and  returned 
to  the  water ;  his  tackle  consisted  of  a  piece  of 
string,  a  stick,  and  a  large  lucky  stone  ;  bait,  a 
worm,  and  his  mode  of  fishing  was  to  pick  up  the 
stone  and  throw  it  into  the  water  with  one  hand, 
holding  the  stick  in  the  other.  I  must  tell  you 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  spot  more  dis¬ 
turbed  than  where  I  turned  in  these  trout,  as 
boats  are  constantly  landing  there,  and  the  boys 
coming  out  of  school  make  a  point  of  seeing  how 
many  stones  they  can  throw  into  the  water  from 
the  gravel  heaps  close  by.  I  think  this  will 
clearly  show  that  trout  do  not  take  much  notice 
of  the  river  being  disturbed,  also  that  fish  turned 
in  will  thrive.  Why  should  not  the  Thames  be 
made  a  first-class  trout  water  ?  It  is  a  fine  river 
with  plenty  of  spawning  ground,  also  there  is 
little  or  no  pollution,  and  no  fear  of  the  fish  being 
killed  wholesale  from  the  waste  from  mills, 
mines,  &c.  And,  again,  there  are  no  netting 
rights  on  the  lower  Thames,  with  the  exception  of 
the  netting  below  Kew,  there  is  also  always  a 
good  flow  of  water,  thus  making  the  river  more 
or  less  always  in  fishing  order.  The  carnivorous 
fish  in  the  Thames  have  of  late  years  greatly  de¬ 
creased,  so  there  is  not  much  to  fear  from  them  ; 
there  is  also  any  quantity  of  food  for  the  trout 
in  the  shape  of  minnows  and  bleak,  also  a  very 
prolific  rise  of  the  grannom,  alder,  May,  stone, 
sedge,  and  other  flies  in  their  season;  and  there 
is  plenty  of  room  in  the  river  for  trout  without 
in  any  way  elbowing  out  the  coarse  fish.  And, 
again,  when  the  river  is  most  charming  in 
the  spring  there  is  no  coarse  fishing;  in  fact, 
in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  coarse  fishing  till 
August,  as  the  fish  are  not  clean  till  then 
and  worth  taking,  thus  leaving  four  of  the  best 
months  of  the  year  open  only  for  trout  fishing. 
The  early  mornings  on  the  river  are  most  charm¬ 
ing,  as  there  is  little  or  no  traffic  to  disturb  the 
fishing  then,  and  also  the  evenings  early  in  the 
season.  One  does  not  get  much  disturbed  by  the 
traffic  unless  it  is  close  to  a  village.  The  banks 
also  allow  plenty  of  room  for  the  fly-fisherman, 
also  for  spinning,  as  there  are  few  obstructions  to 
be  met  with  in  the  shape  of  trees,  &e.  The  river 
is  also  large  enough  to  afford  ample  fly-fishing 
from  boats,  thus  giving  fishing  to  those  who  are 
unable  to  stand  tbe  exertion  of  bank  fishing.  As 
I  believe  there  are  hundreds  of  trout  fishermen 
who  would  hail  with  delight  anything  done  to 
improve  the  trout-fishing  in  the  Thames,  I  hope 
very  shortly  to  form  a  society  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  trout-fishing,  and  hope  to  have  a 


liberal  response  from  those  interested  in  the 
welfare  and  improvement  of  the  trout-fishing  in 
our  beautiful  river. — Yours,  &c., 

Pbnton  Hook. 

[After  correspondence  and  personal  interviews 
with  “  Fenton  Hook,”  we  feel  convinced  that 
there  is  a  splendid  field  for  a  “  Lower  Thames 
Trout-fishing  Improvement  Association,”  and 
have  undertaken  to  assist  in  forming  such  an 
association.  We  hope  to  see  the  day  when  it  will 
be  no  uncommon  thing  for  bank  anglers,  as  well 
as  punt  anglers,  to  take  Thames  trout. — Ed.]. 


BLACK  MONDAY. 


Bv  C.  H.  W. 


Maky  a  time  have  I  asked  myself  this  ({uestiou : 
Why  is  Monday  such  an  unlucky  day  in  my  angling 
career?  For,  strange  to  say,  it  is  the  blackest 
of  all  black  days  I  ever  experience;  nothing 
ever  seems  to  go  rightly.  I  can  only  look  back 
to  one  or  two  successful  Mondays  in  all  the  years 
I  have  been  an  angler  :  one  when  I  landed  a  trout 
near  Staines,  and  another  when  a  friend  (who  is 
now  in  Africa,  and  writes  me  long  letters  about 
huge  barbel)  went  with  me  roach  fishing  in  a 
certain  Norfolk  broad  that  shall  be  nameless,  and 
caught  several  stone  of  roach  during  the  day. 
The  remembrance  of  my  Mondays  still  rankles  in 
my  bosom,  and  I  will  be  selfish  and  not  breathe  a 
word  respecting  the  broad’s  locality. 

Why  do  the  fish  refuse  to  feed  on  Mondays  ? 
Is  it  because  the  mill-streams  are  loosed  again, 
with  an  increased  volume  of  water?  or  is  it 
simply  because  the  day  is  proverbially  a  black 
one  ?  The  answer  is - 

One  April  Monday  above  all  others  I  have  cause 
to  remember.  My  friend  T.  wrote  to  say  he 
wanted  a  day  in  the  punt  with  me,  and  that  he 
would  be  down  on  the  Monday  following.  I  wrote 
back,  warning  him  of  the  consequences  of  angling 
on  such  a  day,  but  my  letter  was  treated  with 
contempt,  T.  turning  up  on  the  fatal  morning  as 
fresh  as  a  lark,  nowise  discouraged  by  the  fact 
that  he  lost  his  railway  ticket  on  the  way  down, 
and  was  duly  mulcted  in  consequence. 

We  started  off,  and  punted  up  to  Chertsey 
Weir;  the  last  part  of  the  way  against  a  terrific 
wind  and  stream.  Getting  into  the  cut  above 
the  lock,  we  tried  three  separate  times 
to  roach  the  weir  before  success  crowned  our 
efforts.  Each  time  we  miscalculated  the  force  of 
the  wind.  No  sooner  did  I  turn  the  punt  from 
the  towing-path  and  get  fairly  into  the  middle  of 
the  river,  than  bang  came  a  huge  gust,  spinning 
the  punt  round  like  a  top,  and  back  we  went, 
yards  and  yards,  to  go  through  all  the  hard  work 
again.  The  first  time  this  happened  we  nearly  got 
broadside  on,  and  over  tbe  falls.  At  last  we 
decided  to  go  nearly  up  to  Laleham,  and  then, 
perhaps,  we  should  hit  the  weir  all  right.  No 
sooner  were  we  well  above  the  weir,  than  the  wind 
dropped  right  away,  and  we  punted  down  to  the 
weir  head,  thinking  we  were  bewitched.  I  have 
it.  That  gipsy  boy  cast  his  evil  eye  on  us  for 
not  allowing  him  to  tow  us  up  from  Shepperton. 
However,  we  certainly  succeeded  in  making  all 
fast  at  last,  and  began  putting  the  tackle  together. 
When  looking  for  the  end  of  the  running  line,  I 
found  out  that  someone  had  evidently  been  trying 
how  easily  a  Nottingham  winch  runs,  and  had 
cobbled  all  the  line  up  finely.  It  had  been  wound 
up  on  one  side  of  the  winch,  and  had  then  slipped 
Over.  The  end  had  to  be  carefully  drawn  through 
at  least  twenty  times  before  we  got  the  line  clear. 
Then,  after  the  spinning  tackle  was  knotted  on, 
1  dropped  the  tackle  box,  and  nearly  all  the 
others  fell  out  into  the  punt  (luckily,  not  into  the 
water),  and  wound  themselves  together  in  an 
almost  inextricable  mass.  I  was  so  “  riled  ”  by 
this  time  that  I  just  popped  them  into  an  empty 
box,  to  be  sorted  out  on  some  future  occasion.  A 
bait  was  the  next  thing  required.  Where  is  the 
hand  net  ?  “  Oh.  lent  it  to  Jones,  on  Saturday ;  he 
didn’t  return  it.”  So  there  was  the  fun  of  fishing 
about  with  cold  fingers  to  catch  a  lively  bleak  in 
a  large  punt  well.  After  getting  plenty  of  Thames 
water  up  my  sleeve,  I  succeeding  in  securing  one, 
and  triumphantly  knocked  him  on  the  head. 

“This  is  all  right  for  a  Monday,  eh  ?”  I  say. 
“  Well,  you  said  how  it  would  be,  but  I  only  laugb 
at  such  nonsense.” 

The  very  first  run  down,  bang  comes  a  huge 
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trout  at  the  bait,  simply  tearing  it  to  shreds,  but, 
of  course,  missing  the  hooks.  “  Don’t  say  what 
you  are  thinking,  old  man;  I  can’t  stand  any 
more  just  at  present !  ”  I  say  to  my  friend.  His 
face  was  a  caution,  and  if  mine  expressed  what  I 
felt,  I  am  sorry  for  it.  I  successfully  landed 
another  bait  out  of  the  well,  then  fished  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  in  dogged  silence ;  not  a  ghost  of 
a  trout  anywhere,  and  not  so  much  as  a  bleak  in 
the  weir.  Suggestions  of  lunch  being  mildly 
made,  I  remark,  spitefully,  that  1“  had  come  out 
to  fish,  not  to  feed  ;  ”  but,  being  a  tender-hearted 
man,  and  anxious  to  trwit  my  old  friend  kindly,  I 
relent,  and,  in  winding  in,  cleverly  succeeded  in 
hooking  the  largest  stump  in  the  whole  weir,  and, 
after  sawing  and  pulling  for  some  time,  lost  the 
trace — gut,  swivels,  lead,  bait,  hooks,  and  all ! 
“  Pretty  sport,  trouting,  ain’t  it  ?  ”  I  remark. 

The  committee  then  adjourned  for  lunch,  as 
the  story-books  say.  Such  trifling  matters  as  the 
salt  blowing  into  our  eyes,  the  corkscrew  being 
mislaid,  one  bottle  of  beer  sour,  and  no  mustard 
anywhere,  seemed  hardly  worthy  of  notice;  our 
crowning  triumph  was  that  we  had  plenty  of 
lights ;  however  we  managed  to  bring  any,  to 
this  day  passes  my  understanding.  During  lurich 
it  came  on  to  rain ;  nice,  cold  rain,  combined  with 
hail,  which  beat  a  tattoo  on  our  plates;  T.  sug¬ 
gested  that  it  would  keep  the  vegetation  back, 
as  the  season  was,  perhaps,  a  little  too  much 
advanced.  This  idea  comforted  us  both  wonder- 
fully. 

He  started  “washing  up,”  flicking  sundry 
pieces  of  fat  pensively  into  the  river  with  a  knife; 
then  he  stood  up,  and  carefully  placed  the  heel 
of  his  boot  on  the  top  of  both  the  spinning  and 
fly  rods,  cracking  them  short  off  !  This  disaster 
fairly  cowed  us  for  a  time,  but,  after  a  long 
search  in  the  locker,  I  routed  out  the  cobbler’s 
wax  aud  silk,  cut  fre.sh  splices,  and  whipped  them 
roughly  together  again. 

Just  then  we  were  hailed  by  a  shepherd,  and 
decided  to  punt  up  to  the  meadow  to  improve 
his  acquaintance.  “  Any  sport,  gents  ?  ” — “  Oh, 
lots,”  was  our  cheerful  reply,  “  but  no  fish.” — 
“Would  yer  like  ter  see  a  socking  trout?  I 
knows  where  he  be.” — We  joyfully  assent.  Pros¬ 
pects  of  sport  arise,  our  woes  are  all  forgotten, 
and  our  hearts  expand,  replying  to  the  warmth 
exhibited  by  our  newly-found  friend.  “  You 
hain’t  got  a  bit  o’  bacca,  gents,  I  s’pose  ?  ”  “  Oh, 

yes ;  help  yourself.  Have  a  glass  of  beer  ?  ”  The 
shepherd,  nothing  loth,  sits  down  in  the  punt, 
and  consumes  a  bottleful,  filling  a  dirty  pipe  tbe 
while.  “Now,  sir,  bring  yer  tackle,  and  give  mo 
the  bait-kettle,  and  come  along  ;  master’s  a  rare 
rum  ’un  to  stop  anyone  on  his  land,  but  it’ll  be 
all  right  so  long  as  yer  comes  wi’  me”  We  feel 
humbled  by  such  kindness,  and  T.  feels  in  his 
pocket  for  a  sixpence,  but  can  find  nothing  less 
than  a  shilling,  which  he  conveys  to  the  horny- 
handed  son  of  toil,  while  I  discreetly  “  look  the 
other  way.” 

“  This  here  fish  be  a  rare  artful  one,  sir ;  he 
wants  some  catching”  (we  truly  think  this,  as, 
after  a  long  walk,  the  shepherd  leads  us  to  a 
large  ditch) ;  “  there  be  the  place  he  bides  in  ” — 
a  muddy  hole,  where  no  trout  was  ever  seen. 
Too  late  we  find  wo  are  sold,  but,  fearing 
“master”  on  the  way  back,  make  no  remarks  to 
that  effect,  but  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  state¬ 
ment,  “He  bain’t  theer  just  naow,”  and  wend 
our  mournful  way  back  to  the  punt,  two  sad  and 
sorry  men ;  the  shepherd  remarking  that  he  is 
“  rarely  surprised  we  didn’t  see  ’un.” 

Never  again  will  I  listen  to  wily  shepherds’ 
tales ;  once  bitten,  twice  shy ;  no  tale  about  a 
“  socker  ”  shall  ever  tempt  me  again  from  the 
strict  path  of  duty.  We  have  another  long  try 
at  the  weir  as  we  go  down  stream,  without  any 
success.  We  narrowly  escape  being  run  down  by 
a  steam  launch,  which  comes  puffing  out  of  the 
lock,  and  politely  wants  to  know  “  what  we  are  a 
doing.”  We  reply,  facetiously,  that  “we  ain’t 
doing  nothink,”  and  confide  our  varied  woes  to 
the  lock  keeper,  who  sympathizes,  and  thereby 
sells  us  ginger  beer,  which  we  don’t  want.  We 
punt  home  again,  and  at  Shepperton  are  joyfully 
informed  by  Smith,  the  genial  lock  keeper,  that 
“another  beauty  has  just  been  landed  at  the 
weir.” 

This  finishes  us,  and  we  firmly  resolve,  never, 
never  to  fish  again  on  a  black  Monday.  Strange 
to  say,  the  next  ^Monday  finds  T.  and  myself 
at  Sunbury,  hearing  wonderful  tales  of  a  “  big 
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un  ”  from  Drew  the  keeper,  but  we  don’t  catch 
him.  I  have  had  many  black  Mondays  since 
then,  but  I  think  that  one  at  Chertsey  Weir  holds 
the  record  for  pure  and  unadulterated  cussed¬ 
ness  ;  ”  to  break  both  rods  at  once  was  bad 
enough,  but  to  lose  a  trout,  and  be  “  sold  ”  by  a 
tip  hunting  shepherd,  then  to  hear  of  a  “beauty” 
being  taken  by  someone  else,  all  in  one  day, 
proved  a  conglomeration  of  bad  luck,  that,  to  use 
the  words  of  Artemus  Ward  (or  somebody  else), 
has  been  “  equalled  by  none,  surpassed  by  few.” 

Another  Monday  in  particular  I  shall  never 
forget.  Anglers  who  have  experienced  the  same 
luck,  will,  I  am  sure,  condole  with  me. 

I  had  long  coveted  leave  to  fish  a  certain 

private  water  near  N - ;  an  acquaintance,  then 

living  in  that  town,  knew  the  stream  well,  and  we 
had  many  times  watched  the  movements  of  the 
trout,  with  which  the  water  teemed;  but,  though 
be  had  often  requested  permission  for  a  day’s 
fishing,  it  had  invariably  been  denied  us,  the 
owner  always  making  some  excuse  (though  no 
fisherman  himself)  :  it  was,  “  Oh  !  I  have  let  the 
fishing,”  or  “  I  don’c  want  the  fish  caught,”  or 
“  Ask  me  again  next  week,”  or  some  equally  non¬ 
sensical  reason  for  refusing  to  give  leave. 

Much  to  my  surprise,  therefore,  I  received  a 
telegram  late  one  Friday  evening  in  June  from 
B.  “  Got  leave  for  Monday.”  Very  short,  but 
very  sweet  it  was  ;  I  could  hardly  believe  my 
eyes ;  “  Hooray !  what  a  day  we  will"  have,  and 
won’t  we  just  make  up  for  lost  time  1”  I  spent 
the  Saturday  morning  in  looking  out  tackle,  and 
laying  in  a  stock  of  Mayfiies  of  different  pat¬ 
terns;  perfect  woiks  of  art  they  were,  too;  rushed 
off  to  Padaington,  wiring  my  friend,  “Am  under 
way ;  ”  and  on  the  journey  down,  indulged  in 
visions  of  the  fly  being  “  up,”  and  huge  baskets 
of  trout. 

B.  met  me  with  the  dog-cart,  and  our  long 
drive  was  perfectly  enjoyable;  “How  did  you 
manage  it  ?  ”  was  my  first  question  ;  “  Oh  !  went 
and  badgered  him  once  more,  and  he  actually 
said  YES !  ”  Ic  turned  oxit  afterwards  that  “Old 
Surly,”  as  we  nicknamed  him,  had  just  landed  a 
lucky  “spec.”  in  Kaffirs,  and  was  in  consequence 
in  the  best  of  humours. 

We  strolled  off  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  had  a 
look  at  the  water ;  nothing  could  have  been 
“  fishier ;  ”  a  slight  rise  of  fly,  the  trout  madly 
on,  feeding  freely  everywhere,  and  every  pros¬ 
pect  of  grand  sport  on  the  following  day. 

We  took  things  very  quietly  on  the  Monday 
morning,  being  so  certain  of  doing  well.  Had 
breakfast,  and  then  drove  placidly  off.  “  Come 
for  us  about  eight  o’clock  to-night,”  says  B.,  and 
we  jump  down,  and  cross  over  the  stile,  putting 
our  tackle  together  long  before  we  reach  the 
waterside.  Near  the  stream  the  Mayflies  were 
fluttering  about  in  hundreds,  and  the  swallows 
were  “tucking  them  in”  no  end.  “I  shall  get 
that  one  under  the  willow.  He  was  a  good  one.” 
“  Eight  you  are,”  nods  B.,  and  we  walk  down  to 
the  bank.  Horror  of  horrors !  the  river  is 
crammed  with  floating  weeds  !  “  Monday  again,” 

say  I.  While  we  peacefully  slept,  weed  cutting 
had  been  commenced  in  the  upper  waters,  and 
our  day’s  fishing,  so  long  waited  for,  was  irre¬ 
trievably  spoilt. 

I  look  round  at  B.,  and  B.  looks  at  me. 

With  a  tear  in  his  eye,  and  he  says,  “  Can  this  be  f  ” 

We  are  ruined  by  wretched  weed  cutters, 

Which  the  same  I  most  plainly  could  see.* 

We  did  no  good  all  day,  though  we  tried  hard. 
We  fancied  at  times  that  a  long  throw  into  an 
apparently  clear  space  might  get  a  fish  ;  but  no, 
the  line  invariably  dragged  somewhere,  scaring 
everything.  We  returned  home  with  only  a  brace 
and  a-half  of  small  trout,  the  odd  one  being 
taken  by  myself  from  behind  a  stump  which  now 
and  then  checked  the  huge  masses  of  weed  for  a 
while.  We  have  never  found  out  whether  “Old 
Surly  ”  had  anything  to  do  with  the  weed  cutting, 
but  had  our  suspicions.  Iffy  journey  home  was 
not  a  pleasant  one,  especially  as  I  was  met  with 
open  arms,  and  a 

“  Well  dear,  and  where  are  the  fish  ?  ” 
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KEEP  YOUR  LINE  IN  THE 
WATER.^^ 


By  the  “Old  Duefer.” 

A  GOOD  old  maxim,  to  be  observed  by  all 
brothers  of  the  angle;  but  there  is  another, 
which,  I  think,  ought  to  be  hooked  on  to  it,  viz., 
“  keep  your  bait  fishing.”  There  are  two  ways  in 
fishing,  as  in  everything  else,  a  right  and  a  wrong, 
and  we  erring  mortals  too  often  choose  the  latter, 
forgetting  that  each  pool  has  its  own  peculiar 
individuality,  if  I  may  use  such  a  word  in  con¬ 
nection  with  a  river.  The  author  of  that  useful 
and  practical  book,  “  By  Hook  and  by  Crook,” 
seems  to  have  that  idea  in  his  mind  when  he 
makes  the  remark,  “  Some  pools  seem  to  favour 
particular  anglers — it  maybe  that  that  particular 
angler’s  method  of  casting  may  suit  a  pool  better 
than  that  of  others,”  As  regards  the  right  and 
the  wrong  way,  I  think  it  may  be  briefly  sum¬ 
marised  thus  :  In  fly-fishing,  cast  so  that  your 
fly  fishes, the  moment  it  touches  the  water,  con¬ 
sequently  you  get  a  straight  and  fair  pull  at  your 
risen  fish.  This  is  best  accomplished  by  throwing 
a  fair  amount  of  line  at  an  angle  of  about  4.5de,g. 
Should  your  line  become  bellied,  from  force  of 
wind,  or  other  causes,  and  this  often  happens  when 
there  is  a  strong  stream,  and  comparatively 
slack  water  on  either  side,  “take  the  belly  or 
curve  out”;  if  you  do  not  your  fly  will  not 
fish  properly  until  it  is  close  on  your  own 
side.  This  is  accomplished  by  throwing  the 
curved  line  over ;  but  though  easy  enough  to 
do,  I  should  advise  any  one  who  does  not  under¬ 
stand  the  wrinkle,  to  study  the  diagrams  on  casting 
in  the  first  volume  of  Fishing,  Badminton  Library. 
They  will  find  the  time  spent  in  so  doing  much 
to  their  advantage.  In  worming  dirty  water  for 
trout  and  sea-fish,  “  keep  the  point  of  your  rod 
over,”  or  even  below  your  bait,  and  have  “  no 
slack  line.”  Endeavour  to  do  this,  wind  per¬ 
mitting,  and  you  will  reap  the  benefit  of  a  good 
creel-full,  if  fish  are  at  all  on  the  move.  Worm 
fishing  in  clear  water  I  would  describe  ‘  as 
fishing  up  stream  with  a  worm  instead  of  a  fly,” 
and  a  very  killing  process  it  is  if  artistically  per¬ 
formed,  but  a  precious  difficult  knack  to  get 
into.  As  regards  rough  fishing,  I  offer  no  opinion, 
not  being  well  enough  up  in  tnat  branch  of  sport, 
but  am  very  fond  of  having  a  day  in  a  punt, 
nevertheless.  I  always  try  to  act  up  to  the 
heading  of  this  article,  and  work  hard  while  at 
the  river  side,  and  as  I’ve  been  at  the  game  since 
I  was  a  very  small  urchin  until  now,  when  I’m  a 
bit  “  frosty  on  the  pow,”  I  think  I  have  as  much 
chance  of  proving  the  truth  of  the  saying  as 
most  people.  This  last  season,  while  salmon 
fishing,  it  was  well  exemplified.  For  eight  days 
I  worked  fruitlessly,  trying  many  changes  of 
flies  both  in  sizes  and  colours,  and  would  not 
be  sure  that  I  rose  a  fish,  certainly  I  never  got 
such  a  “  lug  ”  as  I  could  safely  swear  by".  If  the 
water  had  not  been  in  capital  order,  and  a  good 
peat  colour  the  whole  time,  I  might  have  thought 
I  was  in  the  position  of  the  fisherman  described 
in  General  Outram’s  poem,  and  that  the  fish  wei’e 
performing  the  same  antics  on  mo — 

“  Bnfc  deep,  deep  the  stream  in, 

I  taw  his  sides  a-gleaiiiiu’, 

The  king  of  the  sanraon  sae  pleasauntly  lay  he. 

I  thought  he  was  sleepin’. 

But,  on  further  peepin’, 

I  saw  by  his  teeth  ho  was  lauclun’  at  me.” 

However,  a  change  came  over  the  spirit  of  my 
dream,  and  I  broke  the  spell. 

Sept.  29. — Rained  a  good  deal  last  night,  and, 
on  going  down  to  the  river  before  breakfast,  I 
found  the  water  had  not  risen  materially^  though 
there  was  every  indication  of  its  doing  so  soon, 
as  the  small  burn  near  my  diggings  was  running 
a  shade  dirty,  and  there  were  some  leaves  coming 
down  the  main  stream — a  sure  sign  of  rising 
water.  While  at  breakfast  the  rain  came  on 
again,  and  my  chum,  who  was  a  bit  seedyr,  said  he 
would  not  tempt  Providence  by  going  out,  and 
advised  me  to  stay  at  home.  But  being,  like  the 
“  baste  that  pays  the  rint,”  a  bit  pig-headed,  I  got 
into  my  waders,  mackintosh,  and  felt-hat — the 
best  head-gear  possible  for  a  wet  day,  particularly 
if  old  and  comfortable — and  started  for  the  B. 
pool,  about  a  short  mile  away.  This  I  fished 
with  no  result.  Just  as  I  finished  the  catch,  the 


river  showed  signs  of  thickening,  but  still  I 
thought  there  was  time,  so  I  hurried  on  to  “  The 
Lower  R.”  When  I  got  there  it  was  blowing 
hard  and  raining  in  torrents,  and  I  knew  that  in 
about  ten  minutes  fly  fishing  would  be  over  for 
the  day.  In  a  few  casts  I  was  into  him,  and  my 
re-1  was  singing  that  sweet  music  so  dear  to  a 
fisherman’s  ear. 

“  A  birr,  a  whirr,  a  salmon's  on, 

A  goodly  fish,  a  thumper  ; 

And  if  I  land  him  I  will  quaff 
In  good  old  Scotch  a  bumper.” 

Oh,  that  little  word  “  if.”  Here  I  was  stuck 
into  my  first  fish  of  the  season,  and  “  Master,  he 
was  a  good  one,”  on  the  bank  of  a  rapidly  rising 
mountain  river,  and  the  chances  being  very 
remote  that  any  one  would  turn  up  to  help  me. 
Had  I  been  able  to  “  run  him,”  I  could  have 
stranded  him  on  the  shingle  lower  down,  but  the 
state  of  the  river  precluded  this,  so  the  only 
chance  was  to  fight  him  near  where  I  was  ;  a 
good  enough  place  provided  he  did  not  come  in 
near  the  bank,  which  was  heavily  weired  with 
fresh  bushes.  Fortune  favoured  me,  for  presently 
I  got  him  near  a  tolerably  safe  place,  so  I  unslung 
my  gaff,  and  made  a  stroke  with  it ;  this  was 
rather  an  unlucky  venture,  for  I  scratched  him 
slightly,  and  a  brilliant  run  was  the  result ;  but 
that  being  over  the  steady  strain  broke  his 
heart,  and  he  came  in  slowly  but  surely.  I 
ran  his  head  and  shoulders  on  to  a  sloping 
cast  track,  laid  down  my  rod,  reel  upwards, 
stepped  quietly  towards  him,  inserted  the  gaff 
into  hif!  gills,  and  the  prize  was  mine.  I  carried 
him,  and  the  rod  a  good  way  from  the  river 
before  I  attempted  to  take  the  fly  out  or  kill  him. 
He  was  a  clean  run  fish  of  26 Ub.,  and  we  found  a 
couple  of  sea  lice  on  him,  when  being  weighed  at 
home.  I  was  pretty  well  done  after  this  perform¬ 
ance,  so  had  a  pull  out  of  the  flask,  just  tor  luck’s 
sake,  and  as  I  also  managed  to  light  my  pipe, 
began  to  feel  fairly  comfortable.  While  T  was 
stowing  him  in  the  bag,  the  keeper  came  up,  and, 
as  he  was  going  to  the  village,  I  was  rather  glad 
to  see  him,  for  having  admired  the  fish,  and 
guessed  the  w'eight,  he  put  the  bag  on  his  back, 
and  the  river  being  now  like  “  pea-soup,”  I  gave 
up  for  the  day.  So  much  for  keeping  your  line 
in  the  water,  and  going  in  for  the  off-chance.  Last 
autumn  was  a  leaky  one  until  the  end  of  October, 
and  consequently  we  had  lo  s  of  water,  and  often 
too  much  of  it,  flood  after  flood  coming  down  ; 
but  would  you  be  “  surprised  to  hear  ”  that  I  got 
two  fish  in  five  days  under  the  conditions  detailed 
above? — viz.,  going  out  on  the  off-chance  when 
the  water  was  rising,  and  with  the  same  fly.  We 
read  that  anglers  are  the  greatest  “romancers,” 
to  put  it  mildly,  under  the  sun,  bnt  every  one 
is  not  so  incredulous  as  “  The  Angler’s  Wife,”  who 
disputed  the  veracity  of  a  letter  in  your  columns 
some  time  ago;  should  she  “really”  be  so  un¬ 
believing,  I  pity  the  butcher,  baker,  &c.,  when  she 
puts  their  goods  on  the  scales.  Perhaps  some  of  my 
readers  may  take  the  tip,  and  try  for  a  salmon 
with  a  good  big  fly,  when  the  water  is  rising. 
Some  anglers  say,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 
truth,  that  flies  kill  best  under  certain  conditions  ; 
would  that  we  had  those  theories  and  facts  put 
into  a  tangible  form.  We  know  that  silver  is 
good  in  a  sun;  black  and  yellow,  either  singly  or 
combined,  shows  well  in  a  brown  or  peat  water, 
so  a  “Durham  Ranger”  or  “Jock  Scott”  are 
grand  at  the  tail  of  a  flood ;  and  I  have  done 
well  with  a  Beaufort  Moth  when  it  was  so  dark 
I  could  not  tell  where  my  fly  fell.  I  wish  some 
accomplished  angler  w'ould  put  facts  such  as  these 
into  a  collated  form,  coupling  them  with  instances ; 
and  to  help  on  the  idea,  I  give  the  dressing  of  the 
fly  I  killed  the  fish  with;  the  conditions  were — 
a  rising  w"ater,  a  gale  of  wind,  and  a  leaden  sky. 

Dressing. 

Tag. — Silver  and  blue  floss  silk. 

Tail. — Topping,  gallina,  tippet,  blue  and  red 
macaw. 

Butt. — Blue,  herb 

Body. — Golden  yellow  floss,  silver  tinsel  and 
gold  thread. 

Hackle. — Dark  orange  yellow  all  over.  Gallina 
at  shoulder  (large  spot). 

Wing. — Topping.  Teal,  red  and  blue  swan, 
golden  pheasant  tail.  Dun  turkey  (a  brown 
leather  with  large  black  bar  and  white  tip). 
This  would  be  a  useful  fly  in  any  water,  with 
ving  perhaps  modified  a  little. 
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TOaltoniana 

I  SF.AUCii  in  vain  for  anything  in  the  Queen’s 
speech  at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  which  is  of 
interest  to  anglers.  The  nearest  approach  to 
anything  of  the  kind  are  the  references  to  the 
District  Councils  Bill,  and  the  Bill  for  enlarging 
the  powers  of  the  London  County  Council.  As  I 
understand  there  will  be  clauses  in  the  latter 
Bill  giving  the  County  Council  the  power  of 
nominating  a  certain  number  of  their  members 
for  seats  on  the  Board  of  Thames  Conservancy, 
London  anglers  will,  in  a  sense,  be  represented  on 
the  Board,  or  at  any  rate,  have  three  or  four 
members  on  the  Board  who  will  be  in  sympathy 
with  their  wishes. 

Tt  is  not  the  first  time  that  County  Council 
conservators  have  been  suggested.  A  Bill  to 
give  the  council  representation  on  the  board  was 
brought  in  last  session,  but  was  so  hotly  opposed 
by  the  conservators  and  the  Government,  that  it 
was  dropped.  The  chief  argument  against  the 
proposal  was,  that  London  was  already  unduly 
represented  on  the  board.  It  is  tnae  that  there 
are  many  more  London  members  than  country  or 
up-river,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  members 
of  the  Corporation,  the  London  members  only 
represent  certain  interests  on  the  river  below 
bridge,  and  are  not  in  any  sense  representatives 
of  the  people  of  London. 


In  the  District  Councils  Bill  it  is  probable  that 
proposals  will  be  found  having  reference  to  the 
preservation  of  footpaths  and  other  highways. 
Considerable  powers  in  such  matters  may  be  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  District  Councils,  and,  when  we 
remember  that  many  of  the  tow-paths  are  rights 
of  way,  it  will  be  at  once  seen  that  anglers  are 
more  or  less  interested  in  the  Bill.  However, 
political  prophets  hint  that  many  of  the  proposed 
bills  will  not  reach  a  second  reading  before 
another  general  election  comes,  to  keep  honest 
anglers  away  from  the  rivers  just  when  the  fish 
are  feeding  or  rising  at  their  hest,  so  it  may  be 
years  before  any  corporate  body  is  called  into 
existence,  having  the  preservation  of  public  rights 
under  its  charge,  or  London  is  properly  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 


The  Thames  has  been  high  this  week,  and  not 
a  very  good  colour,  but  fish  have  been  feeding 
here  and  there  all  the  same.  I  hear  of  a  fine 
jack  weighing  13glb.  being  taken  in  the  mill  tail 
at  Streatly,  and  perch  have  been  inclined  to  feed. 
1  am  inclined  to  advise  a  visit  to  the  Thames  on 
Saturday  if  there  are  no  heavy  rains  to  put  the 
water  out  of  condition  again.  Jack  should  now 
be  working  into  the  backwater,  and  when  not 
already  in  breeding  riuarters  will  be  found  near 
the  mouths  of  backwaters,  ditches,  and  other 
suitable  spawning  places. 


Perch  should  now  take  the  minnow  better  than 
the  worm,  and  the  bank  angler  will  have  as  good 
a  chance  of  catching  them  as  the  man  in  the 
punt,  for  they  lie  close  to  the  bank  in  every  eddy 
of  any  depth.  They  are  not  partial  to  a  muddy 
bottom,  but  I  have  caught  many,  when  the  water 
has  been  high,  over  the  muddiest  of  muddy 
bottoms.  Only  this  week  I  took  one  of  I|lb.  at  a 
spot  wliere  my  punt  pole  sank  a  good  4ft.  into 
the  mud.  As  with  most  fish,  it  is  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule  to  catch  a  male  perch  at  this 
time  of  year.  The  females  are  developing  spawn 
rapidly,  and  have  to  feed  well  to  keep  in  anything 
like  condition.  As  a  consequence  they  bite  more 
freely  than  the  males,  and  that  fact  constitutes 
the  greatest  argument  in  my  opinion  against 
killing  fish  when  they  are  more  or  less  gravid. 
It’s  like  shooting  all  one’s  hen  pheasants.  Cocks 
cannot  breed  by  themselves,  whether  fish  or 
birds. 


When  rivers  are  bank  high  fish  of  all  sorts, 
including  pike,  are  mostly  found  in  .and  close  to 
the  edge.  One  of  the  best  tackles  I  know  of  to 
get  at  the  pike  when  so  situated  is  what  is  termed 
snap  trolling  tackle.  It  is  worked  in  exactly  the 
same  manner  as  the  old-fashioned  gorge  trolling 
bait,  with  this  immense  difference — as  soon  as  one 
has  a  run  the  fish  is  struck.  Hardys  make  one  of 


these  tackles,  Warners  another ;  and  they  are  both 
very  good  indeed.  In  summer  they  cannot,  of 
course,  be  worked  in  quite  such  thick  weeds  as 
the  Gore  trolling  tackle,  but  at  all  times  of  the 
year  they  are  very  serviceable,  and  have  quite 
done  away  wich  the  necessity  for  the  old  gorge 
bait,  when  one  gave  the  fish  five  minutes  and 
then  pulled  up  either  a  mass  of  weeds  and  the 
bait  with  a  couple  of  teeth  marks  on  it,  or  a 
pickerel  of  three-quarters  of  a  pound.  As  a 
youngster  I  was  a  most  enthusiastic  troller,  and, 
knowing  of  nothing  better,  used  the  old  gorge 
tackle.  Many  a  pikelet  might  have  grown  into  a 
40-pounder  if  only  Hardy’s  or  Warner’s  tackles 
had  then  been  invented.  I  am  calling  these 
tackles  by  the  names  of  their  makers,  but  they 
were  invented  by  our  editor  and  John  Bickerdyke 
respectively.  There  had  previously  been  a  snap- 
trolling  tackle  to  be  bought  at  the  shops,  but 
until  the  two  I  have  mentioned,  which  in  their 
leading  main  features  are  almost  identical,  were 
brought  out  there  was  no  really  practical  snap- 
trolling  tackle  to  be  obtained. 


There  is  much  art  in  working  a  trolling  bait. 
The  pike  fisher  who  has  never  tried  it  may  think 
it  a  simple  thing,  but  the  way  the  beginner 
splashes  the  bait  into  the  water  is  very  different 
to  the  neat  manner  in  which  it  is  worked  by  the 
old  hand.  The  bait,  to  begin  with,  should  be 
cast  with  great  accuracy,  and  should  be  swung 
out  underhand  rather  than  cast  as  a  spinning 
bait.  Ratber  a  long  rod  should  be  used,  or  else 
no  great  length  of  line  can  be  swung  out.  As 
the  bait  hovers  for  a  fraction  of  a  second  over 
the  spot  which  has  been  aimed  at,  the  line  is 
suddenly  let  go,  and  in  darts  the  dace  or  gudgeon 
headforemost  to  the  bottom.  It  is  important  to 
have  the  bait  rightly  leaded.  It  can  go  too  fast, 
it  can  also  go  too  slowly;  and  I  find  myself  at 
fault  in  endeavouring  to  describe  on  paper  how 
fast  it  should  go.  More  often  than  not  the  pike, 
if  it  seizes  it  at  all,  takes  it  on  its  downward 
journey,  or  as  it  is  pulled  up  for  the  first  time. 
Therefore  much  sinking  and  drawing  of  it  is 
little  use.  Templar. 


Comsyonlrmt 

[IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 

LOCH  NESS  SALMON  ANGLING. 

Sir, — Having  been  born  and  brought  up  on  the 
banks  of  Loch  Ness  where  I  have  enjoyed  much 
splendid  fishing  for  several  years  past,  I  should 
very  much  like,  through  the  medium  of  your 
most  valuable  paper,  to  recommend  my  brother 
anglers  to  the  splendid  fishing  to  be  had  on  this 
celebrated  salmon  loch  in  the  early  months  of  the 
year. 

By  leaps  and  bounds  the  popularity  of  this 
loch  in  respect  of  its  salmon  angling  has  increased 
and  is  increasing.  Last  year  a  wonderfully  fine 
lot  of  salmon  were  taken  out  of  it  by  gentlemen 
from  the  south  during  the  first  month  of  the 
fishing,  which  I  consider  decidedly  the  best ;  and, 
if  the  loch’s  popularity  depends  on  its  angling 
for  salmon,  I  am  certain  it  will  not  fall  off  this 
year.  On  Feb.  11  the  fishing  begins,  and,  from 
the  distance  forward  the  great  mass  of  the  fish 
are  at  the  present  time,  I  am  sure  that  but  very 
few  of  them  will  have  run  through  the  whole  of 
Loch  Ness,  and  passed  into  the  River  Oich  before 
the  season  opens.  It  was  but  the  other  day 
that  the  first  great  shoals  of  the  year  got 
out  of  the  River  Ness  into  Loch  Ness;  at  this 
season  they  take  long  to  push  forward  from 
the  foot  to  the  head  of  the  loch.  And  I  have 
not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
anglers  who  try  the  loch  will  be  sure  to  meet  with 
plenty  of  them  during  the  first  week,  as  they  will 
not  have  had  time  to  get  forward  to  pass  out  of 
the  loch.  I  expect,  but  I  am  not  so  sanguine, 
that  the  angling  will  keep  well  up  for  six  weeks 
from  its  commencement,  but  this  will  all  depend 
upon  the  state  of  the  River  Oich,  for  when  it  is 
high  it  draws  the  fish  out  of  the  loch.  I  may 
remark  that  I  do  not  know  of  a  more  desirable 


place  in  respect  of  its  scenery  and  its  salmon, 
both  of  which  one  can  enjoy  free  of  charge.  The 
quality  of  Loch  Ness  salmon  fishing  was,  until 
recently,  comparatively  unknown,  but  now  that  it 
is  known,  it  has  already  been  fully  shown  how 
well  it  is  appreciated  by  the  many  anglers  from 
the  different  parts  of  the  country.  There  is  still 
scope  for  all ;  anglers  are  in  no  danger  of  hust¬ 
ling  and  jostling  one  another.  Then  they  find 
very  decent  accommodation,  and  excellent  food, 
and  creature  comforts  at  the  hotels  at  Foyers, 
Invermoriston,  and  at  Fort  Augustus.  The  latter 
place  boasting  two  houses  of  good  cheer,  the 
Lovat  Arms  and  Ghisholm’s  private  hotel,  which 
last  is  a  new  venture,  specially  designed  for 
tourist  anglers.  Hector  Mi  nro. 

I  ni versify,  Aberdeen. 


STREAM  CLEANING. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  “  \'al  Con- 
son,”  will  read  my  article  on  stream  cleaning 
again,  he  will  see  that  I  make  no  mention  of  the 
Hampshire  streams,  or  any  part  of  them.  I  gave 
instances  of  the  rivers  my  remarks  mostly 
referred  to,  and  of  which  “  Val  Conson  ”  cannot 
have  much  knowledge.  I  do  not  advocate  a  bare 
bottom  for  a  river,  but  a  clean  bottom  with  a 
certain  amount  of  weed,  thus  giving  the  trout  a 
chance  of  seeing  any  surface  food.  I  have  seen 
rivers  so  full  of  weeds  that  there  is  not  a  square 
foot  anywhere  to  be  found  on  which  to  cast  your 
fly,  and  so  full  of  mad  that  it  is  impossible  for 
fish  to  thrive  in  them.  I  will  refer  “  Val  Conson  ” 
to  the  remarks  made  by  T.  W.  Murray,  on  the 
state  of  the  rivers  in  the  locality  to  which  I 
referred,  which  appear  on  the  same  page  as  his 
correspondence. — Yours,  &c.,  Renton  Hook. 


“THE  ROSSES,”  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — To  the  list  of  standard  sea  trout 
flies  for  this  district,  given  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Raley  in 
your  issue  of  Jan.  28,  may  I  add  one  which,  from 
my  own  experience,  and  from  that  of  others, 
I  know  to  be  a  very  good  fly — viz.,  the  Zulu. 
Dressed  small,  but  with  long  hackle  and  with 
plenty  of  tinsel,  it  is  a  splendid  sea-trout  fly  in 
Donegal. — Yours  truly, 

Southsea.  _  W.  Monte  Gould. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sir, — Trout  fishing  commences  in  Angle¬ 
sey  Feb.  2,  and  is  free  in  all  the  rivers  except  the 
Cefni  and  the  Braint,  which  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Carnarvon  Board  of  Conservators, 
who  charge  five  shillings  for  a  season  ticket,  or  one 
shilling  for  a  single  day.  Tickets  may  be  had 
from  Mr.  Crewdson,  Bull  Hotel,  Llangefni.  Of 
the  free  fishing  waters,  the  flow  running  through 
Llanfachracth  has  the  reputation  of  being  the 
earliest  stream.  Anglers  from  a  distance  mostly 
put  up  at  Mr.  Rierce’s  spacious  hotel  at  the 
valley.  Maclog  Lake  is  undoubtedly  early  with 
a  minnow,  and  for  the  next  two  months,  before 
the  weeds  appear,  good  sport  is  in  store  with 
these  gamey  trout.  I  remember  many  years  ago 
taking  a  heavy  basket  with  a  Brown  Totness 
(Devon),  in  the  latter  end  of  February.  Coron 
Lake,  for  some  reason  or  other,  even  in  the  early 
part,  is  essentially  an  evening  lake  ;  but  the  trout 
are  strong  and  sizeable,  and  if  open  weather,  like 
the  present,  prevails,  a  few  local  anglers  look  with 
certainty  for  exceptional  sport.  A  small  lake 
called  Frogury,  in  Bodffordd,  two  miles  from 
Llangefni,  fished  well  at  the  commencement  of 
last  season.  Day  tickets  a  shilling  each,  and  a 
boat  procurable,  which  is,  or  at  any  rate  was, 
under  the  charge  of  the  local  blacksmith. — I  am, 
Sir,  yours  respectfully,  W.  H. 


THE  DON  AND  YTHAN— “  SCOTCH 
NOTES.” 

Sir, — Mr.  Andrew  Murrayq  of  Inverdon,  has 
the  just  reputation  of  being  a  right  good  fellow 
and  a  jolly  angler  to  boot.  But  whenever  the 
mere  mention  of  the  Nether  Don  Fishings  appears 
in  print,  be  it  river  report  or  cursory  angling 
note,  he  and  his  colleagues  are  extremely  touchy, 
and  hence  all  the  dust  over  the  slip  I  made  in 
paying  a  compliment  to  “  Major  ”  instead  of  “  Mr. 
\V.  R.  Raton,”  the  proprietor  of  the  Grandholm 
water. 

With  regard  to  the  Nether  Don  fishing  it  is 
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now  evident  that  there  has  been  a  recent  re¬ 
arrangement  and  classification  of  the  anglers 
fishing  this  choice  stretch  of  water,  and  that  the 
Sportsman’s  Guide  is  all  wrong.  Twenty  rods 
had  it  formerly  at  £2  2s.  per  rod.  Now  six  have 
it  at  £4  4s.  per  rod  (with  the  total  rights  of  the 
former  twenty),  plus  fourteen  anglers  confined  to 
sea  trout  at  £1  Is.  per  rod. 

It  was  not  the  actual  estuary  of  the  Ytban  I 
referred  to  in  mentioning  the  proposal  to  form  a 
tidal  lake  there,  but  the  burn  which  lies  between 
the  estuary  and  the  village  of  Newburgh,  sepa¬ 
rated  from  the  estuary  by  the  links,  but  fed  from 
it.  A  couple  of  dam  dykes  is  all  that  is  needed 
to  experiment  with.  G.  M.  M. 


THE  PRESERVATION  OF  INLAND 
FISHERIES. 

SiK, — We  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of 
anglers  and  land  owners  in  rural  and  sporting 
districts  to  the  danger  now  threatening  many  of 
our  rivulets  and  trout  streams  from  the  admis¬ 
sion  into  them  of  imperfectly-purified  town  and 
village  sewage,  owing  to  a  mistaken,  but  just 
now  prevalent,  belief  that  chemical  processes  for 
the  purification  of  sewage  may  cost  the  rate¬ 
payers  less  than  resorting,  in  these  times  of 
agricultural  depression,  to  the  only  natural  and 
hitherto  recognised  method  of  purification,  by 
means  of  land. 

All  Government  inquiries  during  the  last 
thirty  years  have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  land 
alone  can  purify  sewage,  and  that  any  clarifica¬ 
tion  obtainable  from  deposition  or  precipitation, 
with  or  without  any  known  chemical  agent,  is 
only  sufficient  in  case  the  effluent  from  such  pro¬ 
cess  can  be  discharged  into  a  tidal  river,  or  some 
other  large  and  rapid  current.  Thus,  such 
chemical  process  should  only  legitimately  be 
resorted  to  in  crowded  manufacturing  districts, 
where  land  is  not  to  be  bought  at  any  reasonable 
price. 

Agricultural  depression  and  bad  management 
of  many  sewage  farms  in  this  country  have  rudely 
shaken  the  faith  of  Dr.  Edward  Franklin,  F.R  S., 
and  other  early  supporters  who  recommended 
irrigation,  upon  the  double  basis  of  efficiency  as 
well  as  economy.  Modern  patentees,  who, 
naturally,  first  think  of  their  pockets,  recognise 
an  available  source  of  profit  in  the  subsidies 
which  rural  authorities,  alarmed  by  farming 
losse.s,  may  be  induced  to  pay  for  any  process 
which  professes  to  obviate  or  diminish  their  farm¬ 
ing  responsibilities.  If  such  patentees  confine 
themselves  to  the  legitimate  openings  above 
referred  to,  well  and  good,  but  of  late  they  have 
tried  to  intrude  into  inland  towns,  in  sparsely 
inhabited  districts,  which  could  obtain  abundance 
of  good  land  at  agricultural  price,  and  where  the 
effluent  must  be  discharged  into  some  clear  fish¬ 
ing  stream. 

In  such  cases  they  make  the  plausible  excuse 
that  their  imperfect  effluent  shall  be  passed  over 
a  few  acres  of  land  before  discharged  into  the 
stream,  but  with  such  a  limited  area,  and  the 
probable  neglect  of  due  precautions,  after  the 
novelty  has  worn  off,  in  most  cases  a  nuisance  will 
result,  and  the  pollution  of  our  upland  streams 
must  follow. 

All  the  experiments  of  such  patentees,  whether 
in  the  laboratory  or  with  the  sewage  of  a  town, 
are'  made  upon  more  or  less  defined  volumes, 
treated  by  carefully  educated  and  interested 
employes  working  within  four  walls  (which  exclude 
all  but  ticket-holders  on  show  days).  Whereas 
our  sewage  farms,  traversed  or  bounded  by  public 
roads  or  footpaths,  are  open  to  observation  by 
day  and  night,  and  neither  managers  nor  labourers 
have  much  pecuniary  interest  in  success  or 
failure. 

We  trust  that  anglers,  fishery  boards,  land 
owners,  and  others  who  value  sport  and  the 
amenities  of  country  life,  will  unite  in  opposition 
to  any  future  attempt  to  intrude  chemical  treat¬ 
ment  upon  the  notice  of  sanitary  authorities 
within  reach  of  suitable  land.  Otherwise  salmon, 
trout,  and  bottom  fishing,  except  in  remote  dis¬ 
tricts,  will  be  shortly  numbered  among  the  sports 
of  the  past,  without  any  necessity  whatever. — 
Yours  faithfull}^ 

Alfred  S.  Jones,  Lt.-Col,,  late  9th 
Lancers. 

Eakdley  Bailey  Denton,  M.A.,  Oxon. 

Culverside,  Carshalton. 


I^IN.  versus  2in.  MESHES. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  space  to  correct 
an  erroneous  impression  that  appears  to  prevail  as 
to  the  difference  between  a  l^in.  and  a  2 in.  mesh. 

I  observe  that  one  of  the  principal  speakers  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Angler’s  Association  at  the 
Foresters’  Hall,  remarked  that  the  alteration  in 
the  size  of  the  mesh  was  equal  to  a  decrease  of 
25  per  cent. ;  such  I  believe  is  the  general  opinion; 
and  I  must  say  it  does  so  appear  at  first  sight. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  reduction  instead  of 
being  25  per  cent.,  is  almost  45,  or,  to  speak  more 
exactly,  43|  per  cent. 

A  net  made  with  a  2in.  mesh  has  openings  or 
meshes  of  4  square  inches  each,  whilst  one  netted 
with  a  l|in.  mesh  has  openings  of  only  2j  square 
inches  ;  or,  as  I  said  in  my  previous  letter 
(.Tan.  21),  “a  fraction  more  than  half  the  size.” 

The  diagrams  will  show  at  a  glance  the  relative 
sizes  of  the  two  meshes.  In  Fig.  I  the  larger 


square  is  the  size  of  the  2in.  mesh,  the  smaller 
one  that  of  the  l^in.  The  small  dotted  square 
represents  the  amount  by  which  the  smaller  mesh 
exceeds  the  half  of  the  larger  one. 

In  Fig.  2  the  meshes  a.re  represented  as  drawn 
out  to  a  convenient  shape  for  the  escape  of  a  fish. 
Without  an  opportunity,  at  this  moment,  of 


held  by  the  larger.  Surely  this  great  difference 
was  not  appreciated  by  the  Board  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy  when  framing  the  bye-laws. — I  am. 
Sir,  yours  obediently, 

A  Son  of  F.ather  Thames. 


AMBER  WAX. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
A.D.C.,  I  beg  to  state  the  articles  are  known  as 
“Amber  Wax,”  and  can  be  obtained  at  any  oil 
shop. — Respectfully  yours,  W.  H.  E. 

Castlenau,  S.W. 


MAPS  FOR  ANGLERS,  &c. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  say  in  your  next 
issue,  if  it  is  possible  to  procure  maps  showing 
specially  the  source  and  course  of  the  rivers  of 
the  various  districts  ? 

Also  dD  you  know  whether  it  is  possible  to 
borrow  from  any  library,  or  other  source,  Mr. 
Halford’s  “  Dry  Fly-Fishing  ”  and  “  Floating 
Flies,”  &c.,  by  paying  a  subscription  — Respect¬ 
fully  yours.  Lux. 

[Our  correspondent  will  find  the  reduced 
ordnance  maps,  in  sections,  published  by  Messrs. 
Gall  and  Inglis,  Edinboro’  and  London,  most 
useful.  We  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Halford’s  book  is 
in  some  of  the  public  libraries,  but  have  no 
information  on  the  point. — Ed.] 


INCIDENT  IN  ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Whilst  fishing  last  Sunday  near 
Staines,  a  rather  curious  capture  of  a  small  roach 
was  made  by  my  brother.  He  struck  at  an  ap¬ 
parent  bite,  and,  to  our  suprise,  on  raising  the 
fish  from  the  water  we  both  saw  that  it  was 
caught  in  the  line  some  six  inches  from  the  hook. 
The  line  had  formed  a  complete  noose  round  the 
middle  of  the  fish.  We  thought  probably  another 
fish  had  taken  the  bait  and  carried  the  line  round 
the  second  fish,  which  the  act  of  striking 
tightened.  The  fish,  about  four  inches  long,  was 
of  course  returned  to  his  native  element.  Wishing 
you  all  success,  I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

S.  W. 


A  DISCLAIMER. 

j  Dear  Sir, — The  Henley  reporter  in  your  last 
I  issue,  draws  special  attention  of  pike  fishers  to 
the  taking  of  small  pike  by  me.  This  is  entirely 
I  false,  as  was  the  report  by  “  Marlow  Buzz,”  a  few 
weeks  ago,  crediting  me  with  a  51b.  bream. — 
j  Yours  truly,  R.  Collins. 

Aston,  nr.  Henley-on-Thames. 


MISTAKEN  WEIGHT  OF  FISH. 

!  Sir, — I  did  not  intend  to  reply  to  the  correc- 
1  tion  of  “  Esox  ”  in  regard  to  the  251b.  jack,  as  it 
I  was  merely  stated  in  connection  with  the  circum- 
j  stances  attending  its  capture.  When  I  saw  it  in 
I  the  late  Mr.  H.  L.  Rolfe’s  studio,  it  was  there 
!  considered  as  a  fish  of  that  weight,  and  I 
'  remember  when  I  was  there  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine 
came  in  with  a  perch  of  over  31b.,  and  Mr.  Rolfe 
remarked,  “  I  would  rather  have  the  perch  than 
the  251b.  jack.”  I  have,  however,  received  a 
letter  from  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Sachs,  in  reference 
to  this  correction,  and  he  gives  me  authority  to 
use  it :  “  The  fish  weighed  23|lb.,  and  it  is  labelled 
on  the  case  241b.,  allowing  half-a-pound  for  waste. 
Such  a  slip  ought  not  to  have  been  taken  notice  of. 
It  reads  as  if  his  late  friend,  Mr.  H.  L.  Rolfe, 
forced  a  small  jack  down.  We  took  the  fish  to 
Buckland,  left  it  there  for  casting,  and  Mr. 
Eden  had  it  afterwards  to  put  the  skin  into  a 
case.  I  certainly  did  not  cram  the  fish.  I  think 
it  was  not  wise  to  say  where  the  fish  came  from, 
.as  such  publicity  gets  people  to  write  for  orders, 
and  that  ultimately  prevents  any  further  orders 
being  given.”  The  latter  has  always  been  my 
policy.  I  think  “  Esox’s  ”  correction  was  not 
needed,  as  it  was  of  very  small  importance.  B. 


NO  ERROR. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  my  article  en¬ 
titled  “  Zig  Zag  Routes,”  &c.,  to  which  a  correspon¬ 
dent  called  your  attention  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  14, 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  beg  to  state  there  is  no 
error  in  the  figures  given.  There  is  a  wide  mar¬ 
gin  between  250  dols.  and  2'50  dobs.  Perhaps, 
when  reading  the  article,  a  strong  January  sun¬ 
beam  prevented  him  from  seeing  the  “  point.” — 
Amours,  Ac.,  _  Rux. 

THE  PROPOSED  RUIN  OF  THE  THAMES 
AS  AN  ANGLING  RESORT. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  printing  my  long 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  Saturdaj’. 
Please  allow  me  to  correct  one  word.  1  am  made 
to  say  “  I  have  myself  assisted  in  saving  millions 
of  perch  ova.”  I  wrote  very  hurriedly,  and 
]irobably  used  the  word  “  millions  ”  by  a  slip  of 
the  pen.  My  intention  was  to  write  “  myriads.” 

I  hope,  dear  sir,  you  will  at  once  notify  in 
the  Gazette,  the  publication  by  advertisement  of 
the  revised  draft  when  it  appears.  —  Yours 
obediently,  Arthur  C.  Butler. 

Reading. 
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ISLE  OP  MA.N  ANGLERS’  AS30CI  A.TION. 

The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  won  by  the  most 
feucnessful  members  of  the  above  association,  took  place 
ut  the  Talbot  Hotel,  Douglas,  on  Monday  evening.  The 
distribution  was  preceded  by  a  dinner.  Amongst  those 

S resent  were  Messrs.  W.  Colquhonn  (in  the  chair), 
.  Gore  (in  the  vice-chair),  F.  Greensill,  T.  Bawden, 
P.  A.  Killey,  C.  H.  Saunderson,  E.  Saunderson.  E. 
Griffiths,  W.  AVellsby,  J,  T.  Faragher,  W.  Eoyston, 
J.  Kennedy,  and  F.  Malden  (hon.  secretary).  After  the 
dinner,  which  fully  sustained  the  reputation  of  the  host, 
Mr.  T.  Weston,  as  a  caterer. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  sorry  their  president 
(Mr.  S.  J.  Harris)  was  not  able  to  bo  present  with  them. 
The  hon.  secretary  had  received  a  letter  from  Miss 
Harris,  who  had  written  to  say  that  her  father  was  too 
ill  to  bo  seen,  but  had  desired  her,  in  expressing  his 
regret  at  being  unable  to  be  present,  to  add  the  wish 
that  his  brother  anglers  would  spend  an  enjoyable  even¬ 
ing.  The  secretary  had  also  received  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Henry  Breaidey,  expressing  the  regret  of  her 
husband  (one  of  the  vice-presidents)  at  not  being  able  to 
he  present,  as  he  was  ill  in  bed. 

The  toast  of  “the  Queen”  having  been  duly  honoured. 
The  Chairman  proposed  “  Prosperity  to  the  Anglers’ 
Association  of  the  Isle  of  Man.” 

Mr.  Bawden  said,  before  the  toast  was  drunk  he 
would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  association 
and  the  river  conservators.  In  the  first  place  he 
thought  it  was  due  to  him  that  he  should  be  set  right  as 
to  a  remark  he  made  on  a  previous  occasion,  in  com¬ 
menting  on  the  action  of  the  conservators.  He  was 
reported  to  have  said  that  some  of  the  conservators  did 
not  know  a  trout  from  a  red  herring.  What  he  did  say 
was  that  some  of  them  did  not  know  a  trout  from  a 
herring ;  it  was  the  reporter  who  gave  the  colour  to  the 
herring.  (Laughter.)  It  was  due  to  the  conservators 
to  say  that  they  had  done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the 
preservation  of  the  trout  in  oar  rivers,  but  they  did 
not  go  far  enough.  They  ought  to  keep  themselves  in 
touch  with  that  association.  By  doing  so  they  would 
obtain  valuable  information  as  to  the  stocking  of  the 
rivers  and  the  preservation  of  the  fish.  The  members 
of  that  association  had  good  ground  of  complaint  that 
they  were  excluded  from  fishing  from  some  portions  of 
the  rivers  which  had  been  stocked  at  the  public  expense. 
Then,  too,  ladders  and  stiles  ought  to  be  placed  so  that 
the  members  of  that  association  might  go  anywhere 
along  the  streams  without  breaking  hedges  or  fences. 
As  he  had  said,  if  they  could  only  get  the  conservators 
to  put  themselves  more  in  touch  with  the  members  of 
that  association,  much  good  would  be  done,  especially  in 
the  way  of  obtaining  a  better  class  of  trout,  which  were 
too  much  inbred  at  present,  and  which  would  be  much 
improved  by  introducing  fry  from  Cumberland  and 
Scotland.  He  had  thought  this  a  good  opportunity  for 
throwing  out  these  suggestions.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Malden  said  it  was  no  fault  of  that  association 
that  they  were  net  well  in  touch  with  the  conservators. 
They  made  several  suggestions  to  the  conservators  in 


1890.  They  sent  to  them  a  deputation — consisting  of 
Messrs.  S.  J.  Harris,  W.  Colquhoun,  and  H.  Brearley — 
suggesting  that  yearlings  or  two-year-olds  should  be 
introduced.  Mr.  Stevenson,  who  was  at  the  time 
chairman,  said  the  matter  should  receive  every  con¬ 
sideration,  and  would  be  laid  before  the  Board  of 
Conservators  at  the  next  meeting.  From  that  day  to 
this  the  association  had  heard  no  more  about  this 
suggestion,  and,  instead  of  their  suggestion  being  acted 
upou,  only  a  few  fry  had  been  introduced.  They  had 
approached  the  conservators  on  several  different 
occasions.  They  had  also  had  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Fisher,  one  of  the  present  conservators,  who  promised 
to  lay  their  suggestions  before  the  board.  That  was 
about  the  time  the  Clerk  of  the  Rolls  resigned  his 
position  on  the  board,  and  probably  that  was  the  reason 
nothing  had  been  done.  Now  a  new  board  had  been 
formed,  he  hoped  the  members  of  that  association  would 
be  able  to  get  into  closer  touch  and  better  relations 
with  the  conservators,  with  a  view  to  improving  the 
stock  of  fish,  and  obtaining  freer  scope  for  indulging  in 
the  pleasures  of  angling.  The  members  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  would  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote  the  end  in 
view,  though  up  to  the  present  they  had  been  un¬ 
successful,  though  they  had  sent  three  deputations  to 
the  conservators.  The  conservators  had  <£100  lying  to 
their  credit  at  the  bank.  They  ought  not  to  let  it  lie 
idle  there,  but  to  put  it  to  the  use  for  which  it  was 
intended,  and  one  way  of  putting  it  to  profitable  use 
was  by  carrying  out  the  suggestions  which  had  been 
made  to  them  by  deputations  from  that  association. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  intended  that  one  of  the 
things  which  the  next  deputation  to  the  conservators 
should  point  out  was  that  the  object  of  the  association 
was  not  so  much  that  the  stock  in  the  rivers  and  the 
facilities  for  angling  should  bo  improved  and  increased 
for  their  benefit,  as  that  the  Island  should  be  made  more 
attractive  for  visitors. 

Mr.  Saunderson,  Mr.  Bawden,  and  Mr.  Wellsby 
advocated  a  uniform  licence,  for  which  an  annual  charge 
of  Ts.  fid.  would  be,  they  thought,  quite  sufficient. 

The  Chairman  said  this  would  be  one  of  the  things 
which  would  be  laid  before  the  conservators. 

The  toast  of  “  The  Association  ”  having  been  then  duly 
honoured. 

The  Chairman  proposed  “The  health  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent,”  expressing  great  regret  at  his  absence. 

Mr.  Bawden  said,  as  their  president  was  one  of  his 
oldest  friends,  he  would  like  to  join  in  the  expression  of 
regret  at  his  absence.  Whatever  Mr.  Harris  took  in 
hand  he  always  carried  through,  and  he  had  been  the 
mainstay  of  that  association.  (Applause.) 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours,  as  was 
also  the  health  of  the  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  Brearley. 

The  Chairman  then  distributed  the  prizes  won 
during  the  year,  the  successful  competitors  being  : 

For  the  heaviest  single  trout — 1,  Mr.  Wheatcroft, 
presented  by  the  president ;  2,  Mr.  T.  B.  Cowell,  by 
Mr.  C.  L.  Fayot ;  3,  Mr.  F.  Maldon,  by  Mr.  J.  Gore  ;  4, 
Mr.  H.  Brearley,  by  Mr.  J,  Clairs. 


For  the  heaviest  six  trout — 1,  Mr.  T.  Fleming,  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mr.  T.  Weston  ;  2,  Mr.  Wheatcroft,  by  Mr. 
j  T.  Faragher;  3,  Mr.  F.  Ihompson,  by  Mr.  T.  Royston. 

For  the  heaviest  three  trout — 1,  Mr.  T.  Fleming,  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mr.  T.  Weston  ;  2,  Mr.  F.  Malden,  by  Mr. 
Brearley  ;  3,  Mr.  Wheatcroft,  by  Mr.  Colquhoun. 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  health  of  Ihe  prize 
winners  of  the  association. 

Mr.  Bawden  thought  that  the  absence  of  so  many  of 
the  prize  winners  of  the  association  was  a  poor  compli¬ 
ment  to  those  who  had  awarded  the  prizes. 

The  Secretary  said  that,  with  one  exception,  all  the 
absent  prize  winners  had  been  compelled  to  stay  away 
on  account  of  illness. 

The  toast  was  dul.y  honoured,  as  was  also  that  of 
“  The  Vice-Presidents,”  proposed  by  Mr.  Wellsby,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Royston,  both  the  Chairman  and 
Vice-Chairman  responding. 

To  the  toast  of  “  The  Visitors,”  Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr. 
Killey,  and  Mr.  Griffiths  responded. 

Mr.  Kennedy  suggested  that  the  present  inspector, 
Mr.  A.  Caley,  ought  to  have  an  assistant  to  look  after 
poachers  ;  then  damage  to  hedges  and  fences  would  not 
be  wrongly  attributed,  as  now,  to  members  of  that 
association.  (Applause.) 

The  other  toasts  were  “  The  Ladies,”  “The  Press,” 
and  “  The  Host  ”  (Mr.  T.  WestonL 

Songs  by  members  of  the  association,  and  recitations 
by  Messrs.  Davies,  added  to  the  pleasure  of  a  most 
enjoyable  evening. 


“  Imperial  ”  Silver  CTup  Competition,  head¬ 
quarters  Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark-street,  S.E. — 
Result  to  date  :  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris  (Battersea  Friendly), 
Jan.  22,  24  ;  Jan.  29,  24  :  24,  24,  total  number  of  points, 
48.  Mr.  J.  W.  Biggs  (Funny  Folks),  Jan.  22  ,  24  ;  Jan. 
29,  20 — 44.  Mr.  G.  Lang  (St.  George’s),  Jan.  22,  24; 
Jan.  29,  5 — 29.  Mr.  E.  Richards  (Burton  Piscatorials), 
Jan.  22,  19;  Jan.  29,  10—29.  Mr.  G.  W.  Marsh 
(Dalston),  Jan.  22,  2  ;  Jan.  29,  16 — 18.  Mr.  W.  Gordon 
(Wellington),  Jan.  29,  17—17.  Mr.  James  Smith  (Ber¬ 
mondsey  Brothers),  Jan.  29,  12 — 12.  Mr.  J.  Edwards 
(Dalston),  Jan.  29,  9— 9.  Mr.  J.  Shelton  (Black friars). 
Jan.  29,  5 — 5.  Mr.  J.  Wigley  (Rodney),  Jan.  22,  2;  Jan. 
29,  2 — 4.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  (Blackfriars),  Jan.  22,  3 — 
3.  Mr.  J.  Dejonge  (Battersea  Friendly),  Jan.  29, 1 — 1. — 
From  John  Smith,  30,  Bennett-street,  S.E. 

Fifth  Eye  House  Competition. — In  aid  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent  Homo 
Funds.  A  committee  meeting  was  held  at  P’oresters’  Hall, 
on  Friday  the  27th,  when  Messrs.  C.  A.  Medcalf  and 
Cuthbert  were  added  to  the  committee.  The  following 
gentlemen  offered  prizes  for  the  competition  :  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Beckett,  J.  B.  Clove,  B.  Abrahams,  (.'uthbert, 
on  behalf  of  the  Odds  and  Evens,  and  Mr.  Teale,  of  Eye 
Honse.  The  next  committee  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  Foresters’  Hall,  on  Friday,  Feb.  11,  at  9.30. — S. 
Malley,  sec. 
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SALMON 

FISHING 


Made  in  Three  Gold  Medal  Qualities. 

The  No.  1  Quality  we  recommend  for  HARD  WEAR. 

The  No.  2  Quality  for  MEDIUM  WORK. 

The  No.  3  Quality,  being  very  light  (weighing  only  about  21b.),  are  intended  for  LIGHT 
SUMMER  WEAR,  and  will  be  found  a  boon  to  the  Angler  who  has  to  walk  some 
distance  to  his  Fishing. 

mw  SEND  FOS  NEW  ILLUSTRATED  PRICED  CATALOGUE,  GIVING  FULL  PARTICULARS.  "W 


NOTE 

Only  Address 


And  at  BRISTOL,  9  &  10,  High  St.  CARDIFF,  8,  Oueen  St.  Works,  BOW,  LONDON,  E 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  4,  1893. 


ptrovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  monthly  committee  meeting’  of  the  Birmineham 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  ■was  held  at  the  headquarters 
on  Friday  evening,  Jan.  26.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was 
very  well  attended.  Several  vacancies  have  occurred 
through  the  resignations  of  members  who  were  unable  to 
attend  the  meetings  owing  to  other  business  engagements. 
The  secretary  had  been  instructed  to  communicate  with 
several  societies  identified  with  the  society,  asking  them 
to  appoint  members  to  fill  the  vacancies.  A  letter  was 
read  from  the  Garrison  Lune  Club,  in  which  they  pointed 
out  that  they  were  unable  to  find  a  member  willing  to 
serve  on  the  committee.  After  hearing  the  letter  read, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  Small  Heath  Society  be  written 
to  to  appoint  a  member  on  the  committee.  The  reports 
given  in  by  the  chairmen  of  the  divisional  committees 
were  very  encouraging,  especially  those  of  Nos.  1  and  2 
divisions.  Favourable  reports  were  given  in  from  the 
St.  Paul's  Society  by  Mr.  J.  Hughes,  and  also  from  the 
Highgate  Park  Society,  by  Mr.  Gough,  the  club  having 
enrolled  a  number  of  new  members  during  the  past  week. 
The  secretary  reported  that  the  health  of  the  members 
was  all  that  could  be  desired,  as  not  one  single  applica¬ 
tion  had  been  made  to  him  for  assistance  during  the  late 
hard  frost.  He  also  informed  the  meeting  that  the 
friends  of  the  deceased  belonging  to  the  Spring 
Hill  Society  were  not  entitled  to  benefit  as 
the  member  had  not  been  identified  with  the 
society  long  enough.  Several  clubs  were  men¬ 
tioned  by  the  secretary  as  owing  small  sums  to 
the  society,  when  it  was  resolved  that  the  divisional 
committee  took  the  matter  up  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting.  The  clubs  not  connected  with  the  Benevolent 
Society  will  be  visited  in  the  order  on  the  list,  and  on 
Monday  evening  next  it  was  decided  to  go  in  a  body  to 
the  Ladywood  Club  and  see  what  could  be  done  to 
induce  some  of  their  members  to  join,  other  clubs  will 
be  visited  in  due  course. 

A  party  of  gentlemen  at  Fazeley,  near  to  Tamworth, 
intend  going  in  for  trout  fishing  during  the  forthcoming 
season.  On  what  is  called  the  Draycot  Manor  Estate 
there  are  about  seven  large  pools,  four  or  five  of  which 
have  been  cleaned  out  and  all  prepared  for  stocking 
with  trout ;  the  coarse  fish  taken  out  of  the  pools  have 
been  placed  in  the  two  pools  rented  by  twenty-five 
members  of  the  St.  George’s  Society.  No  expense  will 
be  spared  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  the  affair  in  hand 
to  make  the  pools  the  best  trout  fishing  in  the  Midlands. 
When  the  pools  are  stocked  and  ready  for  fishing,  which 
will  be  some  time  to  come,  the  committee,  who  are  all 
ardent  fly-fishermen,  intend  letting  the  fishing  to  gentle¬ 
men  at  so  much  per  rod,  fly-fishing  only  allowed.  The 
subscription  will  be  about  ten  guineas  per  rod.  I  am 
informed  some  splendid  fish  have  been  placed  in  the 
pools  for  stocking  purposes,  and  another  large  quantity 
are  to  be  put  in  shortly.  The  honorary  secretary  is  Mr. 
F.  J.  Bourne,  of  Fazeley,  and  this  gentleman  will  be 
pleased  to  give  any  information  anyone  may  require 
upon  the  matter,  as  the  names  of  subscribers  are  now 
being  taken. 

The  weather  since  my  last  notes  were  posted  has 
been  very  nice  and  mild  for  the  time  of  year,  and  a  good 
few  of  our  members  have  been  out  in  search  of  a  little 
sport.  Eivers,  canals,  and  pools  have  been  fished,  but 
very  little  sport  has  been  obtained,  and,  taking  the  fish¬ 
ing  on  the  whole,  sport  up  to  the  present  has  been  a 
blank.  This,  no  doubt,  is  owing  to  the  late  severe  frosts, 
which  the  fish  have  not  as  yet  recovered  from.  The 
snow  broth  is  not  yet  all  out  of  the  water,  and  it  will 
perhaps  be  some  little  time  before  the  fish  entirely 
recover  themselves. 

The  St.  George’s  Club,  at  their  ordinary  meeting  on 
Monday  evening  last,  decided  to  hold  a  bye  contest  on 
March  5  next,  in  the  River  Anker,  in  that  portion  of  the 
river  below  Reed’s  farm.  A  first-rate  lot  of  prizes  are 
on  hand,  which  the  committee  hope  to  see  cleared  out 
previous  to  the  annual  contest. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  salmon  fishing  season  opened,  nominally  at  least, 
on  Thursday,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  both  for  rod 
and  net  it  will  be  in  every  way  an  improvement  upon 
its  predecessor.  It  certainly  could  be  no  worse,  for  not 
more  than  a  dozen  fish  fell  to  the  rod,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  throughout  the  whole  of  last 
season,  while  the  total  capture  by  the  nets  did  not 
exceed  12001b. — in  fact  fell  short  of  that  figure — as 
ofSeially  ascertained,  though  allowance  must  be  made 
for  unrecorded,  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  illegitimate 
captures.  I  had  an  opportunity  towards  the  close  of 
the  season,  of  examining  the  results  obtained  by  netting 
for  nearly  thirty  years  on  one  of  the  lowest  stations  on 
the  Trent  (the  fishing  was  worked  by  its  owner)  dnd 
discovered  that  the  results  varied  very  much  from  year 
to  year,  and  that  away  back  in  the  sixties  there 
Were  some  very  bad  years — the  geneaal  rule  being, 
as  one  -would  expect  in  water  not  far  removed  from 
■tidal  influence,  that  a  dry  year  was  the  best.  For  in¬ 
stance,  in  1884,  over  the  whole  river,  no  fewer  than  2700 
salmon  were  taken  in  the  nets,  while  450  fell  to  the  rod. 
The  latter  averaged  121b.  We  can  hardly  hope  for  such 
another  season  as  that,  bnt  there  is  at  the  same  time,  no 
necessity  for  despair  as  to  the  future  of  the  river.  I  do 
not  know,  however,  that  the  said  season  did  much  good 
to  the  river,  as  the  fish  found  their  way  into  such  streams 


as  the  Soar  and  the  Dover  Beck,  in  which  they  had 
scarcely  ever  been  found  before,  and  which  certainly 
were  very  far  from  being  suitable  homes  tor  spawning 
and  wintering  fish.  This  year,  though  far  from  being  so 
numerous,  their  conduct  has  been  rather  eccentric,  some 
fish  running  up  into  the  dangerous  neighbourhood  of 
Burton,  a  few  up  the  polluted  Churnet,  while,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  a  good  few  took  the  Derwent.  In  the 
last  named  river  there  are  said  to  be  many  diseased 
fish  between  Wilne  Weir  and  the  junction  of  the  river 
with  the  Trent.  The  Dove,  though  not  perfect,  is,  in 
view  of  the  polluted  state  of  certain  portions  of  the 
Derwent,  through  which  the  salmon  would  have  to  pass 
in  their  ascent  to  the  spawning  beds,  by  far  the  best 
tributary  of  the  Trent  for  salmon  to  take,  and  there  are 
plenty  of  good  spawning  beds  between,  say.  Dove  Cliff 
(near  Egginton),  right  up  to  Rocester.  Spawning  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  Dove  were  very  successful,  and,  so  far  as  I 
have  observed,  the  fish  are  all  off  the  redds,  and  have 
started  on  their  long  and  venturesome  journey  to  the 
sea.  Even  if  everything  turns  out  as  favourably  as  it 
promises  to  do,  this  successful  spawning  on  the  Dove 
will  hardly  affect  the  river  to  any  appreciable  extent  for 
a  few  years  to  come.  On  April  1,  1889,  it  may  be 
remembered,  that  the  Trent  Board  turned  in  just 
above  the  tidal  waters — a  very  questionable  locality 
to  ensure  return — 300  salmon  smolts,  all  marked,  but 
not  one  of  these  has  ever  come  to  hand  again,  so  that 
it  takes  many  smolts  to  ensure  a  head  of  fish  in  any 
salmon  river.  However,  we  can  only  hope  for  the  best, 
though  it  will,  on  the  analogy  of  last  year,  probably  be 
March  before  anything  is  done,  though  this  will,  of 
course,  depend  upon  the  prevalence  of  floods  or  other¬ 
wise,  as  Trent  fish  require  a  very  big  water  to  set  them 
fairly  a-going. 

The  weather  of  late  has,  of  course,  been  very  mild 
compared  wsth  the  sort  of  weather  we  experienced  before 
the  thaw,  but  the  rain  and  thaw  combined  have  kept 
the  rivers  in  a  fluctuating  condition,  and  there  was 
a  good  deal  too  much  snow  broth,  even  up  to  last 
Saturday,  in  them  for  very  successful  angling.  This 
was  probably  due  to  the  continuous  melting  of  the 
snow  in  the  upland  districts.  Despite  of  this,  I 
heard  of  one  phenomenal  bag  for  the  season,  namely, 
461b.,  having  been  made  in  the  tVeston  district.  This 
consisted  of  one  pike,  weighing  91b.,  the  remainder 
being  a  mixed  lot.  In  the  Pride  of  Derby  water,  some 
fair  chub  up  to  31b.  have  recently  been  taken,  and  a  few 
good  roach  and  dace  ;  but  the  season  has  in  that  club’s 
water  been  a  very  poor  one  for  pike.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  watched  club-waters  in  Derbyshire,  and  the  club 
has  very  stringent  rules  with  regard  to  undersized 
fish  being  retained.  Pike-fishing  will  be  allowed  in  the 
club  waters,  right  up  to  the  close  of  the  coarse  fish 
season — a  questionable  policy,  as  the  pike  are  already 
full  of  spawn.  From  the  upper  tributaries  no  report 
of  anything  special  is  to  hand,  and,  though  the  waters 
aro  in  fair  order,  and  the  weather  not  unsuitable, 
there  is  a  great  dearth  of  anglers.  Of  the  success  of 
the  trout-spawning  season  it  is  impossible  as  yet  to 
speak  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  but  it  will,  at 
least,  not  be  a  failure,  though  the  fish,  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  season,  will  not  be  in  good  condition 
until  well  on  in  April. 

I  hear  of  a  very  large  pike  being  located  below  Weston 
Cliff.  One  or  two  anglers  have  been  “  into  ”  this  fish, 
but  have  been  broken.  Rumour  says  it  is  401b.  in 
weight,  an  exaggeration  of  course ;  bnt  if  it  is  a  251b. 
fish  it  will  be  an  uncommonly  large  one  for  the  Trent. 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  record  its  capture  soon. 

I  note  the  eaptnre  of  two  Nottingham  men  when 
“  cleaching”  in  the  Higging’s  Meadow,  on  the  Colwick 
estate,  by  the  lessee,  Mr.  Green,  as  recorded  by  your 
Nottingham  correspondent.  There  has,  as  yet,  been,  I 
know,  no  official  communication  received  by  the  Trent 
Board  as  to  the  case.  It  is  manifestly  one  for  double 
prosecution — on  the  part  of  the  lessee  for  his  right,  and 
on  the  part  of  the  board  for  a  breach  of  one  of  their  bye¬ 
laws.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  poaching  in  the  Notting¬ 
ham  district,  and  only  recently  two  men  were  caught 
red-handed  at  midday  netting  the  brook  which  runs 
into  the  Trent  at  Clifton  Colliery.  These  men  are, 
unfortunately,  only  subjects  for  private  prosecution  ;  as 
the  board  in  such  cases  has  no  power  to  interfere.  They 
are,  however,  so  I  believe,  to  be  privately  prosecuted. 
The  police  seized  the  net,  which  was  about  eight  yards 
long  and  of  a  very  small  mesh. 

Two  men  were  fined  recently  for  spearing  eels  in  the 
Old  Trent,  near  Eepton. 

The  report  of  the  engineers  in  connection  with  the 
experiments  that  have  recently  been  going  on  at  Lit- 
church  on  the  Derby  sewage,  by  means  of  the  Lockwood 
process,  is  shortly  expected,  while  it  is  probable  that  the 
Standard  Sewage  Company’s  process  will  also  be  given  a 
trial.  This  is  satisfactory  news,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  upshot  of  it  all  will  be  a  vast  improvement  in 
the  condition  of  the  Derwent. 

At  the  time  of  dispatching  rain  is  coming  down  heavily, 
and,  as  it  has  been  wet  all  night,  there  is  every  prospect 
of  a  flood,  which  ought  not  only  to  bring  some  salmon 
up,  but  should  also  clear  the  rivers  of  the  last  of  the 
snow-broth.  _ 


FROM  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Since",  Tuesday  the  fen  rivers  and  drains  have  been 
running  high,  and,  moreover,  the  water  has  been  heavily 
charged  with  colour,  consequent  upon  the  heavy  rain¬ 
storms  which  have  visited  the  district  this  week.  Those 
anglers  who  ventured  out  on  "Wednesday  were  somewhat 
surprised  to  find  the  watercourses  so  full,  but  the  reason 
of  this  is  owing  to  the  Sock  just  now  being  very  high. 
With  an  absence  of  rain  for  twenty-four  hours,  most  of 


the  top  water  will  have  run  off.  Pike  invariably  run 
better  after  a  fresh,  so  that  the  present  rains  will  have 
the  effect  of  distributing  the  fish.  In  some  lengths  of 
the  Forty-foot  pike  are  reported  to  be  scarce,  especially 
at  the  Guthram  end  of  the  river.  I  cannot  account  for 
this,  inasmuch  as  lower  down,  towards  the  Neslam 
Bridge,  and  between  there  and  Donington  Bridge,  and 
in  all  the  reaches  south  of  the  litter,  pike  fishing  has 
been  followed  with  the  most  gratifying  results  this 
season.  As  my  information  did  not  emanate  from  a 
very  reliable  source — at  least  from  an  experienced 
angler — I  am  inclined  to  think  that  good  fish  may  be 
found  at  the  southern  end  of  the  river  as  elsewhere. 
There  is  certainly  one  thing  in  favour  of  the  report,  and 
that  is.  it  is  seldom  I  receive  any  items  from  the 
Guthram  end  of  the  Forty-foot.  Mr.  Pearson  sends  me 
particulars  of  two  days’  sport  he  had  towards  the  end 
of  last  week,  which  shows  that  he  captured  eight  fish 
varying  in  size  from  31b.  to  91b.,  and  that  he  lost  three 
others.  Near  the  G.  E.  railway  bridge,  on  the  Bicker 
side,  Mr.  Dawson  landed  three  on  Saturday,  weighing 
61b.’  51b.  2oz.,  and  2ilb.  ;  and  Mr.  Winter  got  a  brace 
weighing  over  91b.  nearer  Donington.  Odd  fishermen 
are  still  to  be  seen  trying  for  roach,  and,  I  believe,  Mr. 
Dunn  has  made  a  few  good  baskets  during  the  last  ten 
days. 

Some  big  things  have  been  done  on  the  Witham  since 
my  last  report.  A  Boston  gentleman,  in  one  day, 
captured  three  pike,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  351b., 
and  the  largest  turned  the  scale  at  151b.  Mr.  Taylor 
and  another  gentleman  trolling  on  the  same  river,  landed 
sixteen  pike  in  three  days — the  heaviest  being  a  twelve- 
pounder. 

FROM  HANTS  AND  BERKS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

An  estate  of  some  860  acres — the  Inglewood  Estate 
— has  just  been  disposed  of.  It  .carries  with  it  some 
very  valuable  fishing  rights  in  the  county  of  Berks. 
The  price  realise^  was  just  under  ^850.000. 

The  annual  dinner  of  Sutton’s  Angling  Association— 
a  very  popular  angling  society — has  recently  been  held. 
The  prizes  gained  during  the  recent  season  were  as 
follows  : — first,  perch  and  barbie,  Mr.  Gosletine  ;  first, 
pike,  Mr.  Bowsher ;  second,  perch  and  roach,  Mr. 
Critoher  ;  fourth,  roach,  Mr.  Sadler  ;  first,  roach,  Mr. 
Blackman;  third,  roach,  Mr.  Belelor;  fourth,  roach, 
Mr.  Marrilow ;  third,  roach,  Mr.  Truman;  Mr.  Stacey, 
fifth,  roach ;  Mr.  Taylor,  sixth,  roach ;  Mr.  Cooper, 
second,  barbel ;  Mr.  Fitzuren,  seventh,  roach.  There 
were  also  other  prizes  awarded  for  junior  members,  and 
also  for  miscellaneous  bags.  The  secretary’s  report  was 
of  a  satisfactory  nature,  and  the  association  is  in  a 
good  condition — both  financially  and  numerically. 

Wild  animals,  once  plentiful  in  this  country,  are  now 
becoming  very  scare  indeed.  During  the  last  few  weeks 
a  couple  of  badgers  have  been  unearthed  in  a  wood  near 
Coombe,  and  they  have  since  been  sold  as  curiosities  in 
a  neighbouring  market. 

The  other  day  a  couple  of  wild  white  ducks  were  shot 
near  the  city  of  Winchester.  They  are  an  exceedingly 
rare  bird. 

The  weather  is  now  quite  mild,  but  some  time  ago 
when  it  was  sharper,  seagulls  were  seen  in  flocks  in  the 
water  meadows  near  Winchester. — J.  E.  W. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

From  the  reports  to  hand  it  may  be  gathered  that  the 
prospects  of  sport  are  much  brighter  ;  the  rivers  and 
streams  are  at  last  free  from  flood  water,  and  the  land¬ 
locked  waters  from  ice.  The  Worsly  (janal  was  well 
patronised  last  week  end,  and  some  very  fair  fish  taken. 
Mr.  Smith  took  a  very  fine  roach  from  this  popular  fishery 
(on  the  29th),  easily  turning  the  scale  at  lib.  Several 
other  fairly  good  catches  are  also  reported  from  the  same 
quarter.  The  end  of  the  legal  close  season  for  trout  is 
an  omen  of  the  near  approach  of  the  time  when  the 
season  proper  commences,  but  it  will  hardly  do  more 
than  this,  for  no  true  sportsman  will  think  of  taking 
trout  for  some  time  to  come.  Still,  however,  anything 
that  tends  to  bring  us  nearer  to  the  desire  of  our  hearts  is 
welcome.  The  Stalybridge  and  District  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion  is  rapidly  progressing  in  the  programme  adopted  for 
stocking  the  acquired  waters,  and  only  a  few  days  ago 
a  quantity  of  really  good  fish  were  netted  and  safely 
transferred  to  the  waters  in  the  possession  of  the 
association.  Mr.  J.  H.  Hall  is  the  pioneer  of  the  move¬ 
ment,  and  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  members.  The 
Bolton  Anglers  appear  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  work 
of  last  year  and  the  success  of  their  programme,  and  in 
all  probability  1893  will  be  a  repetition  of  1892  as 
regards  the  district  levy  of  23.  6d.  Already  we  hear  of 
additional  waters  being  secured,  and  more  in  contem¬ 
plation.  Mr.  W.  H.  Derbyshire  has  been  re-elected 
president,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Bedford,  secretary.  This 
society  still  maintains  an  exceptionally  fine  record  for 
enthusiasm  and  progress.  The  Warrington  Anglers 
are  very  much  alive,  their  balance-sheet  again  shows  a 
satisfactory  surplus.  They  have  followed  the  fashion 
in  acquiring  a  canal  fishery,  and  have  already  com¬ 
menced  to  stock  the  same ;  this  is  the  fourth  canal 
fishery  organised  within  a  very  short  time  in  Lancashire. 
A  new  code  of  rules  has  been  adopted  for  the  future 
working  of  the  local  association,  which  henceforth  will 
act  on  independent  lines  for  purely  local  benefits. 

There  appears  to  be  no  end  to  new  clubs,  and,  if 
rumour  is  correct,  in  a  few  days  another  club  will  be 
formed  in  Hulme.  It  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  Oldham 
that  the  efforts  of  local  fishermen  to  alleviate  the  pre¬ 
vailing  distress  in  the  town  is  meeting  with  a  fair  amount 
of  success,  and  that  some  good  work  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  in  feeding  the  hungry  little  ones.  Two  impor- 
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tant  meetings  will  be  held  in  Manchester  on  the  8th, 
both  at  the  Crown  Hotel.  At  6.30  the  Board  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  will  meet,  and  at  8  o’clock  the 
Manchester  Centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Associa¬ 
tion;  an  urgent  whip  has  been  issued. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the 
past  week  anglers  have  again  had  a  chance  to  be  out 
after  the  pike,  and  that  prospects  of  sport  are  better 
now  than  they  have  been  for  several  weeks.  The  rivers 
are  getting  very  fair  in  colour,  and  some  of  the  broads 
are  beginning  to  be  something  like  fishable  after  the 
frost.  Not  very  much  has  been  done  yet  in  the  open 
waters,  although  a  few  pike  have  been  taken  here  and 
there  on  Tare,  Bure,  and  Waveney. 

In  private  waters  some  good  bags  have  been  made. 
On  Friday  one  gentleman  had  seven  nice  pike,  from  61b. 
to  91b.  each.  On  Monday  two  anglers  had  six  pike, 
largest  81b  ;  and  yesterday  one  gentleman  took  a  dozen 
fish,  five  of  which  averaged  101b.  each.  This  will  do  for 
a  start.  I  trust  that  some  good  fish  may  soon  be 
accounted  for. 

Some  good  bream  are  now  being  taken  on  the  widen¬ 
ing  of  the  Tare  near  Whitlingham,  known  locally  as 
Thorpe  Broad.  My  man,  out  livebait  catching,  got 
a  oast  net  full  of  great  41b.  and  51b.  fish  on  Monday. 

The  Norwich  Angling  Club  had  a  very  pleasant 
gathering  on  Tuesday  evening,  when  several  gentlemen 
gave  interesting  recitals  of  catches  of  byegone  days.  The 
most  remarkable  catch  commented  upon  being  that  of 
Messrs.  C.  Daniels  and  F.  Knight  in  July,  1875,  when  these 
two  gentlemen  took,  on  Wroxham  Broad  in  one  day,  16st. 
(of  l41b.)  of  big  bream.  Mr.  C.  Daniels  gave  a  very 
graphic  account  of  the  day’s  sport,  which  must  have 
been  a  “  record.”— A.  J.  Rudd. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Coarse  fish  anglers  have,  during  the  past  few  days, 
been  extremely  busy  on  the  various  reaches  of  the 
Trent  in  our  district.  The  river  has  been  up  and  down 
in  height  almost  daily,  and  on  Wednesday,  when  my 
notes  were  written,  the  colour  was  of  a  peculiar  tinge — 
too  dark  almost  for  anything.  The  weather,  too,  was 
none  too  promising,  and  at  this  period  of  the  year  all 
kinds  of  coarse  fish  require  some  catching.  In  a  matter 
of  baits  there  is  nothing  to  equal  the  Cockspur  worm. 

At  Weston,  on  Jan.  25,  Messrs.  Sylvester  (Lenton) 
and  Smith  (Derby)  were  busy  amongst  the  pike,  with 
the  livebait,  in  the  backwater  below  the  cliff.  They 
killed — the  former  six  splendid  fish,  weighing  41jlb., 
and  the  latter  two,  weighing  101b.  and  4ilb.  respectively. 
()n  the  following  day  Mr.  Sylvester  was  out  a  second 
time,  being  accompanied  by  Mr.  S.  Pogson,  of  the  Not- 
t.ngham  Bowling  Green  Society,  but  scarcely  had  the 
two  begun  operations  than  down  came  the  rain  in  tor¬ 
rents.  They,  however,  succeeded  in  securing  three  fish ; 
two  of  151b.  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Sylvester,  and  one 
of  about  5ilb.  to  that  of  Mr.  Pogson.  Several  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  fishery  have  been  out  coarse  fishing, 
and  in  one  case  the  angler  bagged  two  large  bream  of 
71b.  and  sundry  big  roach.  Since  the  26th  ult.  the 
river  has  not  been  in  condition  for  either  pike  or  chub 
fishing. 

In  the  Clifton  length  W.  J.  Boyd  caught,  in  one  outing 
last  week,  three  bream  of  12Rb.,  and  on  the  following 
day  he  killed  201b.  of  mixed  fish,  one  of  which  (a  roach) 
turned  the  beam  at  l^lb.  It  is  really  surprising  how 
many  beautiful  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  Clifton  and 
Wilford  sections  of  the  ’Prent  since  last  November.  On 
Monday  Mr.  Boyd  bagged  101b.  of  roach  in  the  field  be¬ 
low  Wilford  Bridge,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  T.  Castles  had 
a  fairly  good  bag.  Mr.  J.  Taylor  has  also  scored  amongst 
chub,  dace,  and  roach. 

Large  quantities  of  miserably  small  pike  have  been 
caught  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  below  Clifton 
Pitts.  The  river  at  this  point  is  not  preserved,  and  the 
people  simply  do  as  they  like. 

A  few  coarse  fish  have  been  met  with  at  Barton,  Trent 
Lock,  and  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  on  Tuesday  abundant 
sport  amongst  bleak  was  obtained  in  the  field  below 
Whitly’a  boating  station  at  Trent  Bridge. 

At  the  juncture  of  Melbourne  brook  with  the  Trent, 
Messrs,  'fheaker  and  Wilson,  Nottingham,  bagged  on 
Dlonday  a  choice  assortment  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  and 
small  bream. 

Mr.  David  Slater,  lessee  of  the  Rolleston  and  Averham 
lengths  of  the  Trent,  has  kindly  extended  the  pike  fish¬ 
ing  season  on  his  waters  to  his  subscribers  to  the  15th 
inst.  Pike  will  soon  begin  to  seek  the  upper  parts  of 
the  backwaters  for  the  purpose  of  “pairing”  before 
spawning.  _ 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  vagaries  of  this  wonderful  climate  of  ours  are 
truly  remarkable.  A  long  spell  of  wintry  frosty  weather 
has  been  succeeded  by  atmospheric  conditions  that 
would  be  much  more  in  keeping  with  the  month  of  May 
than  the  commencement  of  February.  Although  this 
may  not  be  seasonable  so  far  as  agriculture  is  concerned, 
and  although  it  is  by  no  means  the  very  best  weather 
when  pike  fishing  can  be  followed  with  any  great  degree 
of  success,  it  yet  has  its  welcome  features.  The  change 
has  enabled  many  who  would  not  brave  the  trying  wind 
and  cutting  air  of  a  month  ago,  to  take  out  their  rods 
and  betake  themselves  to  the  river  side.  The  onl 
drawback  has  been  that  sport  was  not  so  good  as  might 
have  been  expected.  True,  the  Trent,  the  Witham,  and 


the  Fossdyke,  have  yielded  a  few  good  catches,  but 
they  have  only  been  the  exceptional  cases  requisite  to 
demonstrate  the  rule  that  sport,  so  far  as  coarse  fishing 
is  concerned,  is  at  low  water  mark  in  this  district.  The 
fish  that  have  bit  the  most  freely  of  late  are  roach. 
This  has  been  noted  in  all  the  waters  where  Sheffielders 
have  resorted  to  during  the  last  month.  All  the  catches 
recently  made  consisted  principally  of  roach,  twelve 
pound  of  which  were  caught  on  the  29th  ult.,  in  the 
Fossdyke  at  Saxilby,  by  James  Ward,  of  this  town. 

The  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association,  ever  anxious  to 
find  new  waters  for  its  many  members,  has  of  late  been 
negotiating  with  a  view  to  securing  the  fishing  rights  of 
a  stretch  of  the  River  Idle,  beyond  Retford,  fully  five 
miles  long.  If  this  can  only  be  arranged  it  will  prove  of 
immense  benefit  to  local  anglers.  I  understand  that  the 
length  in  question  is  one  of  the  best  reaches  of  the  Idle 
— a  notoriously  good  stream — and  that  it  contains  a 
couple  of  holes  that  literally  swarm  with  fish.  There 
will  be  very  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  fishing 
rights,  if  the  terms  of  the  owner — a  farmer — are  agreed 
to  without  any  friction.  Personally,  I  think  the  terms 
are  remarkably  favourable  to  the  association.  The 
owner  offers  the  fishing,  and  promises  to  act  as  keeper, 
on  condition  that  he  be  allowed  to  sjt  eel-traps.  For 
such  a  concession  this  is  no  great  stipulation,  and  I 
have  little  fear  that  at  the  next  meeting  any  objection 
will  be  raised. 

On  this  subject  of  additional  waters,  I  would  like  to 
commend  to  the  association  an  idea,  which  originated, 
I  think,  with  one  of  the  London  dailies.  It  is  that 
efforts  should  be  made  to  secure  permission  to  fish  for 
pike  in  the  noted  ponds  at  Welbeck  and  Clumber,  the 
residences  of  the  Dnkes  of  Portland  and  Newcastle.  It 
has  rightly  been  said  that  pike  fishing  is  to  many  a 
thousand  anglers,  what  salmon  fishing  is  to  a  privileged 
few.  It  is  the  most  exciting  and  exhilarating  branch 
of  coarse  fishing  the  angler  may  indulge  in,  and,  with 
the  improved  appliances  of  to-day,  is  second  only  in 
interest  and  results  to  salmon  fishing  on  the  Scotch 
lochs.  The  ponds  at  Welbeck  and  Clumber  abound 
in  these  gamesome  fish,  which  are  but  rarely  angled  for, 
the  noble  owners  only  occasionally  trying  their  hands 
with  a  pike  rod.  Sheffield  is  only  fifteen  or  sixteen 
miles  from  either  of  these  places,  access  is  easy,  and, 
were  the  privilege  granted,  it  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  boons  ever  conferred  upon  Sheffield  anglers.  I 
am  certain  of  one  thing — the  concession  would  never  be 
abused.  In  the  interests  of  sport,  I  commend  the  idea  to 
the  Anglers’  Association. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazstte. 

A  visit  to  the  hatchery  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn 
Angling  Society,  which  now  contains  some  30,000  ova  in 
course  of  incubation,  will  at  this  time  prove  highly 
interesting  and  instructive,  for,  during  the  next  week  of 
two,  the  process  of  hatching  may  be  more  readily  ob¬ 
served.  The  eggs  are  in  that  condition  known  as  “  eyed 
ova,”  and,  under  a  powerful  microscope,  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  of  the  young  fish  may  be  seen,  and  its 
delicate  and  beautiful  organisation  plainly  shown.  A  few 
of  the  eggs  from  the  hatchery  were  exhibited  at  the 
recent  conversazione  of  the  Caradoc  Field  Club,  and 
examined  with  the  greatest  interest  by  the  many 
scientists  who  attended. 

A  considerable  amount  of  routine  business  was  satis¬ 
factorily  carried  out  by  the  Severn  Conservators  at  their 
meeting,  but  we  look  in  vain  for  any  practical  steps 
being  taken  to  improve  the  impoverished  state  of  the 
angling  of  the  upper  waters.  True  it  is,  that  it  was 
suggested  to  increase  the  rod  and  line  trout  licence  fee, 
but  equally  true  is  it,  that  no  definite  scheme  for  ex¬ 
pending  the  additional  capital  thus  to  be  derived  from 
the  pockets  of  Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire  anglers 
was  laid  before  the  board,  the  matter  ultimately  being 
adjourned.  There  were  some  very  interesting  (though, 
to  anglers,  very  unsatisfactory)  statistics  presented  to 
the  board  in  the  annual  report  of  the  chairman.  The 
figures  showed  that  while  salmon  licence  fees  were  well 
on  the  increase,  the  revenue  from  trout  licences  had 
decreased,  for  the  first  time  since  they  were  enforced  in 
1871.  In  1890  salmon  licences,  nearly  wholly  for  netting, 
produced  .£569  16s.,  while  the  anglers  for  the  privilege 
of  enjoying  some  indifferent  fishing,  subscribed  .£563  4s. 
— an  almost  equal  amount.  Compare  then  the  benefits 
derived  by  each  interest,  and  we  see  at  once  the  immense 
advantages  of  the  notters  compared  with  those  of  the 
anglers.  This  year  the  salmon  licences  produce 
.£638  4s,  6d.,  and  trout  licences  £o38  12s.  6i.,  or  ^£100 
less  from  the  latter,  a  fact  which  is  undoubtedly  to  be 
traced  to  the  poor  state  of  the  fishing  of  the  Upper 
Severn,  from  whence  the  revenue  from  trout  licences  is 
almost  solely  derived.  Salmon  netters  have  as  far  as 
we  can  see  no  cause  for  complaint,  for  this  year  they 
captured  in  return  for  the  licence  fees  of  .£638  4s.  6d., 
no  less  than  25,000  fish,  to  the  total  value  of  £16,250. 
The  conclusion  to  be  arrived  at  is,  that  the  salmon 
netting  industry  is  in  a  sufficiently  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition  to  be  left  to  itself  for  at  least  a  time,  and  the 
requirements  of  dissatisfied  anglers  attended  to.  For 
the  sake  of  the  revenue  that  may  be  obtained  by  the 
board  from  rod  and  line  licences  if  the  angling  of  Shrop¬ 
shire  and  Montgomeryshire  is  bettered  by  protection 
and  re-stocking,  the  board  alone  should  become  more 
fnlly  alive  to  its  interests. 

The  report  of  the  board  comments  upon  the  County 
Council  of  Shropshire  having  taken  up  the  question  of 
pollution,  and  we  certainly  see  cause  for  satisfaction  in 
this,  though  fuUy  appreciating  the  fact  that  the  work 
of  ridding  the  Severn  from  the  many  sources  of  pollution 
that  now  exist,  will  be  one  of  much  difficulty  and  time. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  committee  of  the  newly- 
formed  York  and  District  Amalgamated  Association  of 
Anglers,  to  use  a  metaphorical  phrase,  “  means 
business.”  The  question  of  the  improvement  of  the 
Foss  as  a  fishing  river  has  long  been  a  hard  nut  to  crack, 
and  personally,  I  have  my  doubts  as  to  whether  it  will 
yet  be  cracked  in  the  manner  aimed  at  by  the  Associa¬ 
tion.  I,  how'ever,  do  not  intend  in  any  way  to  disparage 
tdeir  gallant  efforts,  and  I  sincerely  hope  they  may 
succeed.  But  it  is  my  opinion  that  their  objects  and 
aims  are  somewhat  lightly  considered  by  the  York 
Corporation.  To  hear  a  gentleman  remark  that  he 
would  like  to  see  the  Foss  utilised  as  a  fishing 
river,  as  it  would  afford  pastime  for  the  “  boys,”  is  an 
expression  scarcely  tended  to  make  one  believe  that  the 
matter  is  being  treated  seriously.  Yet  that  is  the  pur¬ 
port  of  what  I  heard  a  “  city  father  ”  say  when  the  Foss 
Navigation  Committee  reported  to  the  city  council  on 
Wednesday,  that  they  had  under  consideration  an 
application  from  the  York  and  District  Amalgamated 
Association  of  Anglers,  that  the  corporation  transfer  to 
the  association  their  rights  to  control  the  fishing  in  the 
River  Foss.  The  object  of  the  association,  it  was  further 
stated,  is  to  prevent  the  taking  of  fish  out  of  the  river 
other  than  by  fair  and  legitimate  angling,  and  if  the 
control  of  the  fishing  in  the  Foss  was  transferred  to 
them,  they  would  issue  tickets,  free  of  charge,  to  York 
ratepayers. 

Mr.  Councillor  L.  Foster,  in  alluding  to  the  subject,  said 
that  the  Navigation  Committee  had  been  waited  upon  by 
a  deputation,  consisting  of  Capt.  W.  H.  Key  and  other 
gentlemen  interested  in  angling,  and  the  subject  was 
thoroughly  discussed.  Eventually  the  matter  was 
adjourned,  in  order  that  the  committee  might  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  further  particulars.  Negotiations  were  now 
going  on,  and  the  matter  would  be  brought  before  the 
council  at  a  subsequent  meeting.  The  committee,  how¬ 
ever,  were  very  reluctant  about  parting  with  their 
rights.  Mr.  Aid.  Rymer  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Gray  favourably 
remai'ked  upon  the  application,  but  Mr.  Aid.  Coning 
held  the  same  opinion  with  regard  to  angling  as  Dr. 
Johnson.  After  references  by  other  members,  chiefly 
humorous,  the  matter  dropped  with  the  adoption  of  the 
committee’s  report. 

The  report  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Phillips,  with  reference  to 
salmon  fishing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  has  indeed  proved  a  doleful  one.  The 
cause,  however,  is  not  far  to  seek,  and  the  River  Aire 
is  accredited  with  being  largely  responsible  for  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  only  800  miserable  fish  by  thirty-two  nets.  If 
this  state  of  things  continues  much  longer  salmon  will 
be  practically  extirpated  from  the  Ouse.  Happily,  how¬ 
ever,  preventive  measures,  with  satisfactory  results, 
are  now  on  foot.  As  regards  trout  the  report  presented 
a  bright  account,  anglers  having  had  very  satisfactory 
catches  throughout  the  season. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  Fulford  Friendly  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  dinner,  the  function  passing 
off  with  much  eclat.  _ 


FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KERRY. — The  weather  has  been  very  mild  for  the 
season  throughout  the  county,  and  salmon  have  ascended 
the  earlier  rivers  in  average  numbers. 

Good  prospects  are  entertained  of  the  spring  angling 
at  Waterviile  and  Killarney,  and  if  the  weather  con¬ 
tinues  fair  these  prospects  are  likely  to  be  fully  realised. 
Anglers,  however,  should  not  be  too  sanguine,  as  often, 
even  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  the 
spring  angling  here  turns  out  unsatisfactory  or  dis¬ 
appointing.  In  fact,  in  some  spring  seasons,  when 
salmon  were  known  to  be  numerous,  the  angling  records 
were  below  the  average  ;  while  in  other  similar  seasons, 
when  salmon  were  reported  comparatively  scarce,  the 
returns  of  the  numbers  captured  were  either  beyond  the 
average  or  well  up  to  it.  So  much  for  the  uncertainties 
of  spring  angling  in  Kerry. 

Cases  of  poaching  are  still  cropping  up  from  week  to 
week,  and,  where  convictions  take  place,  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  heavy  fines  have  been  inflicted,  which  will  have 
a  deterrent  effect  upon  poachers  generally  throughout 
the  county. 

At  the  petty  sessions  held  at  Listowel  on  Saturday, 
last  week,  Mr.  J.  B.  Alton,  local  fishery  inspector,  pro¬ 
secuted  two  men,  named  John  Halpin  and  Patrick 
Sheehy,  both  of  Kilcovamore,  for  illegally  fishing  within 
the  close  season.  John  O’Connor,  river  watcher  on  the 
Feale,  deposed  that  he  remembered  Sept.  29.  He  saw 
Patrick  Sheehy  fly  fishing  with  rod  and  line  at  Kilcova¬ 
more,  and  John  Halpin  was  with  Sheehy,  watching. 
When  Halpin  saw  the  watcher  approach,  he  ran  to  where 
Sheehy  was.  The  watcher  (O’Connor)  followed,  and 
demanded  the  rod  from  Sheehy,  and  the  latter  refused 
to  give  it  up.  A  struggle  ensued,  and  the  rod  got 
broken.  Halpin  had  a  spent  salmon  in  his  possession, 
which  he  cast  away,  and  O’Connor  then  picked  it 
up,  and  then  hid  both  salmon  and  rod.  Sheehy 
then  called  a  brother  of  his,  and  both  followed 
O’Connor.  Sheehy  struck  the  latter  with  a  stick, 
and  O’Connor  then  ran  for  the  police,  and  when 
he  came  back  to  where  he  had  hidden  the  salmon 
it  was  not  there.  There  was  no  defence,  and  Sheehy 
was  fined  £2  for  fishing  within  the  close  season,  and  £2 
for  assaulting  the  watcher.  Halpin  was  fined  £1  and 
costs-  The  defendants  were  also  ordered  to  pay  the 
costa  of  the  attorney  appearing  for  the  prosecution  (Mr. 
Creagh). 

The  sea  fishing  has  been  very  good  since  last  notes. 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


Another  fine  roacli  has  been  taken  in  the  Thames. 
I  refer  to  a  fish  of  21b.  joz.  which  a  Mr.  Rogers  caught 
with  J.  Keene,  of  Staines,  a  few  days  ago  in  the  Windsor 
district.  Keene  says  it  is  a  fine  specimen,  and  he  also 
informs  me  that,  fishing  with  two  members  of  the  Clap- 
ham  Junction  Angling  Society,  he  has  recently  had  371b. 
of  roach.  After  this,  who  says  there  are  no  roach  in  the 
Thames?  “I  do,”  exclaims  the  man  who  cannot  catch 
them.  All  I  can  say,  then,  is  that  he  is  not  keen  enough 
when  after  them.  _ 


I  HAVE  received  an  invitation  from  the  Blackfriars’ 
Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street, 
to  Sir.  Bursell’s  lecture  there,  next  Tuesday,  on  “  Ang¬ 
ling  Gossip.”  On  this  occasion  a  new  departure  will  be 
made  in  the  reading  of  papers,  for  the  lecturer  intends 
to  illustrate  his  remarks  by  dissolving  views.  I  need 
ha,rdly  say  I  am  only  too  pleased  to  accept  the  Black¬ 
friars’  invitation,  and  hope  to  meet  many  London  fisher¬ 
men  there  on  the  evening  referred  to.  I  should  add  that 
Mr.  Bursell  has  lectured  under  the  auspices  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  League,  and  I  can  promise  his  intending  listeners  a 
very  entertaining  evening.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard.  _ 


Me.  J.  N.  Needham,  taxidermist,  of  the  Southwark- 
Park-road,  writes  to  inform  me  that  he  is  setting  up  a 
grayling  which  was  caught  in  the  Thames  at  Pangbourne, 
on  the  29th  ult.,  by  Mr.  Sargent,  of  the  South  London 
Angling  Society.  The  fish  w'eighed  12oz.,  and  Mr, 
Needham  adds  that  it  is  the  first  grayling  he  has  known 
to  be  taken  from  the  Thames.  If  my  memory  serves  me 
correctly,  I  think  a  specimen  of  the  Salmo  thymallus  was 
caught  up  Pangbourne  way  last  season.  In  all  pro¬ 
bability,  however,  that  fish  and  the  one  now  being  pre¬ 
served,  found  their  way  into  the  Thames  from  either 
the  Kennet  or  the  Loddon. 


Me.  j.  Smith,  of  the  City  Piscatorials,  claims  that 
they  always  have  big  meetings  at  the  Coffee  Pot.  Last 
Monday  night  was  no  exception  to  the  rule,  the  club- 
room  being  packed  with  anglers  anxious  to  know  what 
kind  of  fishing  was  to  be  found  in  the  heavens.  They 
had  thus  been  set  thinking  by  the  announcement  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen  would  read  a  paper  at  the  club 
on  “  Fish  Life  in  the  planet  Mars,”  a  lecture  which, 
from  start  to  finish,  proved  intensely  interesting.  The 
arguments  adduced  in  support  of  Mars  being  inhabited 
and  having  fish  in  its  waters,  were  the  result  of  Mr. 
Crumplen’s  own  astronomical  studies  and  the  investi¬ 
gations  of  the  most  famous  astronomers  of  the  past 
and  present  day.  With  the  aid  of  diagrams  he  showed 
how  Mars  was  crossed  by  “canals;”  and  when  he 
expressed  the  belief  that  fish  were  in  them,  those 
present  began  to  refer  to  their  “guides”  to  see  if 
the  prit-ilege  ticket  was  extended  as  far  out  of  town. 
It  wasn’t,  of  course,  but  a  re-assuring  look  passed  over 
the  anglers’  faces  when  Mr.  Crumplen  said  it  was  very 
likely  the  inhabitants  of  Mars  were  that  very  night 
trying  to  open  up  a  communication  with  London.  The 
reader  talked  delightfully  of  snow-broth  in  the  “  canals ;  ’  ’ 
and  the  audience  departed  feeling  that  fishing  in  Mara 
must  be  very  good.  _ 


W.  J.  Wade,  Fishing 
Gazette.  Jan.  28 :  “  The 
Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs  do 
not  in  any  way  intend  to 
recede  from  the  position 
they  have  taken  up  and 
maintained  for  the  past 
fourteen  years  (and  will 
continue  to  maintain)  on 
the  question  of  non-amalga¬ 
mation  with  any  other 
body,  being  more  confirmed 
than  ever  in  the  conviction 
that  it  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  in  the  direct  interest 
of,  not  only  its  own  mem¬ 
bers,  but  also  that  of  all 
members  of  the  London 
clubs,  that  the  present 
long-tested  system  of  work¬ 
ing  should  continue,” 


“Old  Izaak,”  the  People, 
January  28:  “  A  joint  depu¬ 
tation  from  the  Anglers’ 
and  Central  Associations, 
waited  upon  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company 
on  Monday  last,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  further  privilege 
concessions  to  more  distant 
stations  on  that  line.  The 
deputation  were  most 
courteously  received  by 
Mr.  W.  Birt,  the  respected 
general  manager,  and  sub¬ 
ject  to  conditions  indicated, 
of  which  the  anglers  ap¬ 
proved,  I  quite  think  their 
application  will  be  favour¬ 
ably  dealt  with.” 


“  We  will  never  amalgamate  !  ”  But  how  is  this 
umpire  ?  Surely  this  is  the  thin  edge. 


Dr.  F.  W.  Spurgin  has  been  elected  a  life  honorary 
member  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Club.  The  doctor  is 
an  enthusiastic  angler,  and  is  the  president  of  the 
Athenaeum  Angling  Society. 


All  anglers  who  are  in  the  habit  of  fishing  the 
Sussex  Arun  and  Rother  will  learn  with  much  regret 
that  Lady  Barttelot,  wife  of  Sir  Walter  Barttelot,  M.P., 
died  at  her  residence,  Stopham  House,  Pulborough,  on 
Saturday.  Sir  Walter,  who  himself  is  also  seriously 
ill,  frequently  gave  permission  to  anglers  to  fish  the 
river  through  his  estate,  and  as  I  write  his  permit  lies 
before  me.  I  very  deeply  sympathize  with  him. 

Hardly  had  the  above  been  forwarded  to  the  printers 
than  the  news  reached  me  that  Sir  Walter  himself  had 

Eassed  away.  Pulborough,  as  may  be  imagined,  has 
een  plunged  into  mourning,  and  the  grief  of  the 


villagers  will  T  am  sure  be  shared  by  all  those  who, 
week  after  week,  are  its  visitors.  The  death  of  the  wife 
and  then  the  husband  is  terribly  tragic. 


The  Hampshire  Stour  roach  are  very  partial  to  gentles, 
and  the  way  the  float  goes  away  inclines  one  to  believe 
that  they  execute  quite  a  trout-like  rush  for  the  bait.  A 
correspondent  who  has  experienced  this,  asks  if  the  fish 
might  take  the  soaked  crust  of  bread  bait.  I  have  not 
tried  them  with  it  myself,  but  ask  the  two  New  Albions 
who  had  the  big  bag  in  the  punt  at  Christchurch  last 
week !  _ 


Me.  F.  H.  Amphlett  was  married  on  Monday  to 
Miss  Edith  Hilda  Burr,  of  Walham  Green.  The  happy 
man  is  none  other  than  “  Tempo,”  of  Reynold’s  News¬ 
paper,  and  his  angling  friends  will  wish  his  wife  and 
him  many  years  of  happiness  and  prosperity.  By  hie 
journalistic  colleagues  “Freddie”  (as  he  is  known  to 
them)  is  wished  all  he  can  wish  himself. 


The  Board  of  Thames  Conservancy  sat  the  other  day, 
and  I  am  able  to  state,  on  excellent  authority,  that  the 
anglers’  suggestions  will,  as  a  result,  be  met  in  the  most 
liberal  manner.  Goosequill. 


MR.  CRUMPLEN  ON  FISH  IN  MARS. 

In  the  club-room  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society,  the 
Coffee  Pot,  Warwick-lane,  on  Monday  night,  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  delivered  an  extremely  interesting  lecture, 
entitled  “Fish  Life  on  the  Planet  Mars.”  Dr.  F.  M. 
Spurgin  (president  of  the  Athenseum  Angling  Society) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  the  room  was  filled  to  over¬ 
flowing,  amongst  those  present  being  Messrs.  O’Dowd, 
H.  J.  Tibbatts,  Frank  Griffin,  J.  Deplidge,  G.  H. 
Howard,  Sowerbutts,  H.  Dunn,  J.  B.  Close,  Goodwin, 
Thorling,  G.  E.  Simms,  Manning,  R.  Murphy,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Harding,  Tom  Keeble  (host  and  treasurer), 
J.  Husk,  C.  nibble,  Armstrong,  Richardson,  John 
Smith  (secretary),  and  many  others.  Three  dishes  of 
roach,  which  had  been  caught  by  Messrs.  O’Dowd  and 
Deplidge,  members  of  the  club,  were  displayed  on 
the  chairman’s  table,  and  a  fine  collection  of  stuffed 
specimen  fish  was  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  room,  some 
of  the  cases  having  been  lent  for  the  occasion.  The 
chairman,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said  the  sub¬ 
ject  which  Mr.  Crumplen  was  about  to  lecture  on  was  of 
very  considerable  interest,  though,  when  he  first  heard 
it  was  to  relate  to  the  planet  Mars,  he  thought  it  seemed 
more  appropriate  for  the  society  of  astronomers  or  the 
Balloon  Society  than  a  society  composed  of  fishermen. 
He,  however,  found  that  Mr.  Crumplen  intended  to 
dovetail  fish  life  into  the  planet,  and  therefore  it  would 
bring  home  many  interesting  points  to  them  as  anglers. 
He  supposed  that  most  of  them,  when  walking  home  in 
the  evening  from  a  fishing  excursion,  had  entertained 
some  thought  as  to  what  there  was  up  in  the  stars. 
Mr.  Crumplen,  if  he  could  enlighten  them  in  the  slightest 
degree,  would  provide  them  with  a  renewed  fund  of 
thought  in  this  direction,  and  would  possibly  set  them 
something  to  think  of  which  had  never  entered  into  their 
minds  before.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Crumplen,  who  was 
cordially  received,  remarked  that  the  angler  was  said  to 
be  the  “contemplative  man,”  and  he  felt  sure  he  was 
one  who  took  an  interest  in  the  beauties  of  nature. 
Izaak  Walton  said  very  little  about  the  stars,  but  he 
(Mr.  Crumplen)  took  it  that  the  old  Lea  angler  went  to 
bed  early,  and  that  his  main  object  was  the  fishing.  He 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  angling  was  practised  in  the 
earliest  days,  and  for  that  reason  he  had  selected 
that  subject  for  his  paper.  Speaking  of  the  antiquity 
of  angling,  he  referred  them  to  the  signs  of  the  Zodiac, 
two  of  which  reminded  them  somewhat  of  angling.  He 
believed  that  fish  existed  in  other  worlds,  particularly  in 
the  planet  Mars.  The  lecturer  then  proceeded  to  illus¬ 
trate  his  remarks  by  the  aid  of  diagrams,  and  said  that 
the  shades,  as  detected  in  Mars  through  the  telescope, 
were  iiieces  of  water.  They  had  the  same  amount  of 
water  as  land  in  the  planet,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that 
Mars  was  inhabited.  The  inhabitants  might  not  neces¬ 
sarily  be  men  and  women,  but  creatures  in  structure  like 
human  beings.  Seasons  succeeded  each  other  as  they 
did  on  earth,  and  he  was  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
life  could  not  altogether  be  wanting  there.  Astronomers 
had  discovered  “canals”  running  across  the  planet, 
some  of  which,  it  was  computed,  were  over  sixty  miles 
wide,  and  snow-caps  which,  when  the  snow  melted,  filled 
the  “  canals  ”  with  snow-broth.  (Laughter.)  Consider¬ 
ing  fishes  were  the  very  earliest  living  creatures  made, 
he  thought  it  was  very  likely  that  they  would  be  found 
in  the  waters  of  the  planet  Mars.  Mr.  Crumplen  then 
proceeded  to  refer  to  fossilised  fish,  and  said  it  was  fish 
after  their  description  which  they  might  expect  to  find 
in  Mars.  Upwards  of  100  distinct  species  of  fish  had 
been  found  in  the  red  ragstone,  some  of  them  being  of 
gigantic  size,  and  some  like  our  carp  and  perch,  and 
those  fish  might  have  taken  up  their  position  in  the 
waters  of  Mars  long  before  any  human  angler  appeared 
on  this  earth.  Undoubtedly  the  evidence  might  be  cir¬ 
cumstantial,  but  each  advance  of  science  strengthened  it. 
The  lecturer  displayed  a  diagram  of  three  of  the  earliest 
types  of  fish  to  be  found  in  the  sandstone  formation  ; 
and  in  concluding  his  remarks  thanked  them  warmly  for 
their  kind  attention.  (Applause. 1  The  chairman  pro¬ 
posed,  and  Mr.  Sowerbutts  seconded,  a  very  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  lecturer.  Dr.  Spurgin  was  then  elected 
a  life  honorary  member  of  the  club,  and  a  capital  pro¬ 
gramme  of  songs  and  recitations,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  J.  Husk,  followed. 


NEWARK  PISCATORIAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  twenty-fourth  half-yearly  dinner  and  presenta¬ 
tion  of  prizes  of  this  popular  association  was  held  at 
the  Club  Room,  Horse  and  Gears  Inn,  Portland-street, 
Newark,  on  Thursday  evening  last,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Jas.  Neal,  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Trent 
Conservancy  Board  for  the  Newark  district.  A  good 
attendance  of  members  and  friends  assembled  to  partake 
of  the  handsome  spread  laid  upon  the  tables  by  Host 
Wilson.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts  had  been  duly 
honoured,  the  secretary  read  the  balance  sheet  of 
receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  past  six  months,  show¬ 
ing  an  income  of  ^624  4s.  7d.,  and  an  expenditure  of 
i622  Os.  6d. ;  £2  8s.  to  be  placed  to  the  reserve  fund, 
and  a  balance  to  carry  forward  of  6a.  Id.  .£13  14a.  had 
been  spent  in  prizes  for  distribution  during  the  evening, 
and  the  permanent  fund  at  the  present  time  amounts  to 
ifilO  10s.  Id.  This  was  considered  extremely  satisfac¬ 
tory  ;  and  so  well  satisfied  were  the  committee  of  the 
Piscatorials  with  the  actions  of  the  Trent  Board,  that  a 
donation  of  .£2  2a.  had  been  forwarded.  The  monthly 
return  of  specimen  fish  entered  on  the  weighing-in  book 
during  the  past  six  months  showed  August  and  September 
to  stand  far  in  advance  of  the  remainder  of  the  period,  for 
out  of  the  total  number  (fitO)  entered  during  the  term, 
532  were  booked  during  the  months  just  mentioned. 
Dace  proved  the  most  satisfactory  class,  267  specimens 
having  been  “trayed.” 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  “  Success  to  the  Newark 
Piscatorial  Association,”  congratulated  the  members  on 
the  proud  position  they  had  attained.  They  held  the 
proud  position  of  having  a  reserve  fund  to  fall  back 
upon,  and  out  of  their  increased  subscriptions  they  had 
been  enabled  to  send  a  donation  to  the  Trent  Conser¬ 
vancy  Board.  The  Newark  Association  had  done  honour 
to  itself  in  subscribing,  and  the  Board  would  give  them 
every  consideration.  If  there  was  any  complaint  to  make, 
either  with  respect  to  the  water  round  Newark  or  wher¬ 
ever  they  went  fishing,  he  was  sure  they  would  not  go 
away  empty-handed  if  something  was  asked  of  the  Board. 
He  had  before  alluded  to  the  rod-tax,  and  some  of  them 
did  not  see  eye  to  eye  in  that  matter,  but  they  would 
quite  agree  with  him  when  he  pointed  out  that  the 
coarse  fish  were  diminishing,  and  that  the  only  way  to 
redeem  that  state  of  affairs  was  protection.  (Applause.) 
But  how  was  protection  to  be  carried  on  without  bailiffs, 
and  if  bailifi’s  were  to  be  engaged,  the  sinews  of  war 
must  be  provided.  If  the  anglers  could  have  seen  their 
way  clear  to  support  the  board  in  the  rod-tax,  the 
money  brought  in  by  it  would  have  been  devoted  to  the 
protection  of  coarse  fish,  and  when  they  gave  their  word 
as  gentlemen  that  the  money  should  be  spent  in  this  way, 
their  word  ought  to  have  been  taken.  He  went  with 
Mr.  Bromley  to  a  meeting  of  the  Wellington  Association 
at  Nottingham,  and  carried  it  with  them  ;  but  then  one 
or  two  would  not  do,  it  required  an  amount  of  time  and 
money  out  of  pocket  in  travelling  about  to  get  associa¬ 
tions  to  adopt  the  views  of  the  board,  but  cold  water  was 
thrown  upon  the  proposal,  and  there  was  hesitation  felt 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bromley  and  himself  in  carrying  it 
further.  One  association,  the  Nottingham  and  Notts 
Anglers’  Association,  were  very  loud  in  protesting 
against  the  tax.  They  thought  the  Board  were  about  to 
take  the  money  for  the  protection  of  salmon  and  trout, 
and  they  would  not  take  the  word  of  gentlemen  on  the 
subject.  They  thought  they  were  wise  in  their  genera¬ 
tion,  and  so  they  proposed  to  appoint  two  bailiffs  them¬ 
selves,  and  he  saw  that  one  newspaper  calculated  that  it 
would  cost  each  member  43.  per  year,  while  they  were 
not  ready  to  give  6d.  or  Is.  as  a  rod-tax.  What  was  the 
association  going  to  do  with  their  two  bailiffs  ?  They 
had  no  water  under  their  control  to  put  them  on,  and  no 
power  to  prosecute,  such  as  the  Board  had,  and  the  news 
papers  made  them  a  laughing-stock,  as  they  richly 
deserved.  Their  bailiffs  would  have  been  trespassing  if 
they  went  on  any  land  to  protect  the  water,  and  they 
had  no  water  to  protect,  so  that  the  duties  of  the  bailiffs 
were  entirely  in  their  imagination.  (Cheers.)  He 
had  one  more  duty,  and  that  was  a  pleasant  one,  to 
ask  them  to  drink  success  to  the  association.  So 
long  as  they  met  with  brotherly  feeling,  it  would  continue 
to  be  a  prosperous  society. 

Mr.  Longdon  (president  of  the  association)  responded 
to  the  toast.  The  gathering  that  night  was  ari  oord  one 
in  regard  to  its  attendance ;  the  number  of  members  atpre  ; 
sent  upon  the  books  was  a  record ;  and  the  number  of  fish 
weighed-in  during  the  past  six  months  had  been  a  record. 
He  hoped  the  society  would  go  on  prospering  till  the 
room  was  not  large  enough  to  hold  them ;  they  were 
bound  to  go  on  prospering  so  long  as  good  feeling 
marked  their  proceedings.  Their  association  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Angling  Association  of  Scotland,  a 
privilege  which  few  English  associations  had.  Some 
able  champions  from  Newark  had  been  sent  to  compete, 
and  they  had  upheld  the  honour  of  the  Newark  Club. 
This  was  saying  a  great  deal  when  so  many  clubs  would 
give  ten  times  the  money  for  the  privilege  of  belonging 
to  the  Scottish  Association,  and  it  spoke  volumes  for  the 
position  of  the  Newark  Club.  The  society  now  held 
a  proud  position,  and  he  hoped  it  would  maintain  that 
position.  Several  special  prizes  were  here  announced 
for  the  ensuing  six  months,  and  Mr.  B.  Mountney,  in 
responding  to  the  toast  of  the  “Donors  of  Special  Prizes,” 
adverted  to  the  handsome  manner  in  whicli  gentlemen 
came  forward  to  assist  the  association.  He  also  gave 
some  able  reminiscences  of  his  own  experience  of  the 
Trent  thirty  years  ago,  more  especially  relating  to  the 
chub  of  that  period,  and  one  occasion  on  which  he  took 
with  the  fly  eighteen  chub,  eight  of  which  weighed  321b. 
He  was  glad  the  society  was  in  such  a  flourishing  con¬ 
dition,  and  hoped  it  would  continue  to  be  so  for  many 
years  to  come. 

Other  toasts  followed,  interspersed  with  songs,  &c. 
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3S.£ji0tts  from  Clubs 


We  bey  to  re'iueet  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  Inter  than.  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  ‘'Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  SK  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Line, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope, 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  spiecinl  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  E.C.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the  general 
committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
February  C,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney.  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Southern  District 
Visiting  List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list,  in 
conjunction  with  the  S  L.U.V.L..  took  place  on  Tuesday, 
.Tan.  31,  at  the  St.  George’s  Angling  Society,  Prince  of 
Wales,  St.  George’s-road.  Peckham,  when  a  most  enjoy¬ 
able  evening  was  spent.  On  the  roll  being  called,  twelve 
clubs  were  represented.  The  next  visit  will  take  place 
at  the  United  Brothers  ;  date  I  will  give  next  week. — 
G.  W.  Armstrong,  district  officer. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Western  District. — 
Any  club  on  this  list  having  removed,  changed  secretary, 
or  meeting  night,  will  oblige  by  letting  me  know  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  a  new  list  is  about  to  be  printed. — J. 
Jennings,  130.  Gt  College-street,  N.W. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  23.  6d.  annual 
subscription  from  A .  E.  Mattocks,  West  Ham  Brothers  ; 
£2  4s.  from  the  Eagle,  and  13s.  lOd.  West  Ham  Brothers 
Angling  Societies,  from  their  donation  boxes.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday 
evening,  Feb.  10.  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  the  20th  ult., 
several  of  our  members  were  out  to  fish  for  prizes  at 
Burnt  Mill,  and  some  nice  shows  of  fish  being  the  result. 
Mr.  Hill  with  chub;  Mr.  Dyer  with  roach;  Mr.  Lam- 
barth,  jun.,  with  roach :  Mr.  Blatchley,  roach.  From 
other  waters,  Mr.  G.  Merry  having  a  good  show  of 
roach,  and  Mr.  Wright  with  a  good  show  of  roach. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night  to 
arrange  for  the  next  outing. — E.  R.  Embleton,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  The  Royal 
George,  Rotherhite  Xew-road. — The  usual  weekly  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  on  Wednesday,  when  it  was  decided  that 
we  should  have  another  punt  match  in  the  Thames  at 
Twickenham,  to  be  held  on  March  5,  so  I  hope  our  mem¬ 
bers  will  attend  the  meeting  early.  On  Wednesday 
next  we  se'ect  a  place  to  fish  for  the  February  prizes. 
Mr.  Jardine  has  kindly  offered  to  read  a  paper  to  our 
society  at  a  future  date,  particulars  of  the  same  will  be 
given  in  due  course. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Barbican  Angling  Club,  White  Bear,  St.  John- 
street,  Smithfield,  E.C'.— The  next  return  visit  on  the 
Anglers'  Association  visiting  list,  will  be  held  at  the 
above  Society,  on  Wednesday,  February  15.  Music 
provided. — W.  Ryan,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Anglng  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Battersea. — A  special  general  meeting  is  called 
for  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  7,  to  consider  the  case  of  our 
president,  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris,  who  is  charged  with 
infringing  Rule  19  by  taking  part  in  the  silver  cup  com¬ 
petition.  The  rule  says;  “Fish  weighed-in  at  the 
Battersea  Friendly  Society  must  not  be,  and  must  not 
have  been,  registered  at  any  other  society.  Any  member 
infringing  this  rule  shall  forfeit  the  right  of  taking 
prizes  for  the  current  year.”  Mr.  Morris  was  asked  if 
he  would  submit  to  have  his  fish  so  registered  erased 
from  the  club  books,  but  to  this  he  demurred,  stating  the 
I.S.C.C,  was  not  a  society  at  all,  and  that  the  rule  in  ques¬ 
tion  referred  to  anglers  belonging  to  two  or  more  clubs 
and  weighing-in  the  same  fish  at  each.  Moreover,  he  re¬ 
ferred  objectors  to  a  resolution  passed  on  Jan.  10,  1893, 
“  That  any  member  weighing-in  for  the  silver  cup  com¬ 
petition  can  have  their  fish  registered  in  this  club  on 
production  of  Mr.  Jno.  Smith's  note  of  hand.”  All 
members  will  please  to  attend  next  Tuesday  at  9  p.m.  The 
match  at  Cookham  for  two  half  guineas  takes  place  on 
Feb.  5.  A  conveyance  will  leave  top  of  Queen’s-road  at 
7.15  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  and  will  meet  return  train 
at  Paddington.  Conditions  of  match,  roving,  Cookham 
Bridge  to  Bourne  End  Railway  Bridge.  Two  rods  allowed. 
— G.  Mumford,  sec. 

Battersea  'United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  the  29th  ult.  Mr.  Hinkley 
weighed-in  lib.  lloz.  roach.  On  the  Ist  inst.,  Mr.  L. 
Wilson,  81b.  8oz.  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Mackrell  81b.  2|oz. 
roach.  On  5th  inst.  we  start  our  competition,  roving 
bank  only,  one  day’s  take  only  to  reckon,  and  we  finish 
on  Wednesday,  8th  inst.,  members  to  fish  on  those  two 
days  only.— A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — Only  three  members 
weighed-in  on  the  29th  ult. ;  Mr.  W.  Streeton,  a  fine 
■how  of  roach,  several  fish  over  a  pound  ;  Mr.  J.  Smith, 
roach ;  and  J.  Warman,  roach.  "The  next  visit  on  the 
South  London  United  Visiting  List  will  be  to  this  society 
on  Tuesday,  the  14th,  when  the  pleasure  of  the  company 
of  brother  anglers  from  any  society  that  can  make  it 
convenient  to  attend  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Sonthwark-street. — 'The  members  of  this  society  fished 
their  match  last  Sunday  at  Shepperton,  but,  owing  to  the 
wind  not  much  fish  was  taken.  However,  Mr.  Shelton 
managed  to  get  first  prize,  Mr.  Downes,  second,  and 
Mr.  Poole,  third.  I  hope  anglers  of  different  elubs  will 
not  forget  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  7,  when  we  have  a  paper 
read  by  5Ir.  Bursell,  of  the  South  London  Press,  entitled, 


“  Angling  Gossip,”  with  dissolving  views,  followed  by 
harmony.  This  being  the  first  paper  read  at  this  society, 
1  should  like  to  see  a  good  room  full  for  our  esteemed 
host,  Mr.  J.  R.  Willson.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  H.  Howard  (editor  of  Angling),  and  Mr.  Poole, 
fishing  tackle  dealer. ^ — J.  Foster,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  —  On  Wedne3d,ay 
last  our  New  Year's  dinner  took  place  at  the  club 
house,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Billings,  and  supported  in 
the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  Brown.  There  was  a  good  attend¬ 
ance  of  members  and  friends,  and  a  most  excellent 
dinner  was  placed  on  the  table  and  well  served  up, 
thanks  to  our  hard-working  member  and  host,  Mr. 
Rome  ;  great  praise  is  also  due  to  Mrs.  Rome  for  her 
excellent  cookery,  which  was  done  justice  to  and  to  be 
remembered.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
happy  harmony  ;  a  string  band  enlivened  the  proceed¬ 
ings  and  gave  us  excellent  selections  of  music,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Ward.  The  singing  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  gentlemen  caused  great  applause  :  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr. 
A.  Hoare,  Mr.  Game,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Marriage  (recita¬ 
tion),  Mr.  Halsell,  Mr.  J.  Jennings,  Mr.  Ward  (recita¬ 
tion),  Mr.  Crick,  Mr.  Henderson,  Ac.  Mr,  Jackson 
proved  an  efficient  and  excellent  pianist.  The  members 
have  had  fair  sport  during  the  past  week ;  Mr.  Hart, 
jack  ;  Mr.  West,  roach  ;  Mr.  Lawson  (“  Chippy’’),  a  hand¬ 
some  take  of  roach,  several  over  11b.  a-piece ;  Mr. 
Jennings,  roach;  Mr.  Steggles,  roach;  Mr.  Halsell, 
roach  :  Mr.  Billings,  roach  and  perch,  heaviest  perch 
1  lb.  3j  oz. ;  Mr.  Brown,  roach. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlboro’-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — Last  Thursday  Messrs. 
Brown,  Brook,  and  J.Hall,  weighed-in  roach  and  chub.  On 
the  29th  ult.  the  annual  supper  competition  took  place  at 
Pangbourne,  twenty-one  members  went  down,  but  owing 
to  the  state  of  the  water,  Ihe  takes  were  exceedingly 
small,  Mr.  Robson  being  the  only  winner  of  a  prize  with 
11b.  15^oz.  of  roach.  The  supper  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  the  8th  inst.,  at  eight  o’clock,  and  if  any 
of  the  members  who  did  not  fish  in  the  match,  but 
would  like  to  come  to  the  supper,  they  will  please  let 
me  know  by  Monday,  the  6th  inst. — H.  Roach. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  the  29th  inst.  only  two 
of  our  members  had  fish,  Mr.  King  had  a  nice  tray  of 
roach — 71b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Crituher  roach.  Members  are 
reminded  that  if  they  do  not  clear  the  books  next 
Wednesday,  they  will  be  subject  to  rule  4.  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  visiting  list  will  take 
place  at  the  above  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14,  when  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  welcome  any  brothers  of  the  rod. — E.  T. 
White,  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Anglers.— I 

have  pleasure  in  announcing  that  the  committee  have 
fixed  the  annual  smoking  concert  to  take  place  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden,  on 
Monday,  20th  inst.,  on  which  occasion  Walter  Emden, 
Esq.,  L.C.C.,  will  preside. — W.  J.  W. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C.— Dr.  F.  W.  Spnr^n,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Athenaeum  Angling  Society,  presided  here 
on  Monday  last,  the  30fh  ult.,  when,  to  a  crowded  and 
appreciative  audience,  Mr.  T.  Crnmplen  (“  Old  Izaak,” 
of  the  People)  read  his  paper — “  Fish  Life  on  the  Planet 
Mars.”  There  is  much  merit  in  Mr.  Crumplen’s  paper, 
and  it  receives  its  greatest  meed  of  support  from  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  proved  that  other  planets,  other  than 
our  earth,  are  governed  by  stern  immutable  laws,  the 
very  rigidity  and  regularity  of  which  form  the  glory 
of  astronomy,  and  the  great  pride  of  mathematical 
science.  The  diagrams  exhibited  by  Mr.  Crnmplen  with 
regard  to  the  earth  and  Mars,  were  somewhat  similar 
in  design,  and  if  there  are  rivers  and  seas  in  Mars, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  there  are  fish  also. 
Dr.  Spurgin  was  a  most  excellent  chairman,  and  caused 
much  laughter  by  an  interrogation  with  regard  to 
privilege  tickets,  re  Mars.  Dr.  Spurgin  was  unanimously 
elected  a  life  hon.  member  of  the  City  Piscatorials.  The 
concert  was  directed  by  Mr.  James  Husk,  and  the  pro¬ 
gramme  contained  novelties  of  strong  and  varied 
interest,  and  achieved  an  unqualified  success.  In 
response  to  a  vote  of  thanks,  the  chairman,  lecturer, 
and  musical  director,  were  received  with  marked 
approval  and  rapturous  greetings.  Mr.  C.  H.  O’Dowd 
exhibited  a  good  show  of  roach  from  Datchet,  and  Mr. 
J.  Deplidge  had  six  nice  roach  from  the  Cam,  three  of 
them  nearly  pounders.  The  next  paper  will  be  by  Mr. 
S.  C.  Harding,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  will  be 
read  on  Monday,  Feb.  27.  title,  “  Anon,  anon,  sir.” — 
John  Smith,  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  the  28th  inst.,  the  following  members  weighed-in  : — 
Mr.  A.  Bowater,  221b.  15ioz.,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  T. 
Pavitt,  141b.  7oz.,  roach;  Mr.  A.  Turner,  71b.  ISjOz. 
roach  from  Thames.  On  the  29th  inst.,  we  fished  a  com¬ 
petition  at  Wraysbury,  for  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  the 
prizes  were  not  all  taken,  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
weather  and  water.  The  following  had  fish — H.  Moore, 
first;  A.  Turner,  second;  J.  Wilegoss,  third ;  R.  Chap¬ 
man  had  61b.  8oz.  from  Bures.  We  are  still  open  to 
receive  a  few  more  members  (working  or  honorary). — 
G.  'T.  Jameson. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  'W. — On  the  29th  inst.,  Messrs.  Twyman  and  God¬ 
frey  weighed-in  dace  from  Thames.  The  making  of  the 
match  was  not  finished,  and  wiU  be  continued  on  Tuesday 
next,  Feb.  7.  I  hope  members  will  attend  early. — A. 
Smith,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  29th  ult.  fourteen 
members  competed  at  Burnt  Mill  for  seven  prizes,  but 
owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river  only  four  were 


taken,  the  successful  competitor;,  being  C.  Robinson, 
first ;  R.  Parram,  second  ;  C.  Slade,  third  ;  S.  Malby, 
fourth.  The  three  prizes  remaining  will  be  competed 
for  on  Feb.  5 ;  same  boundary,  same  conditions  as  on 
the  29th  ult. — S.  Malby,  sec. 

Eclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  Ledbury 
Road,  Bayswater. — On  Feb.  12  the  above  club  fish  a 
roving  match  at  Taplow,  this  being  the  last  match  of 
the  season,  and  several  valuable  prizes  are  to  be  fished 
for.  We  hope  all  our  members  will  attend. — F.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — On  Monday  next,  6th 
inst.,  at  our  monthly  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  Welling¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Dix,  treasurer,  will  read  a  paper  under  the 
auspices  of  “  The  Society  for  promoting  the  reading  of 
papers  at  Angling  Clubs,”  entitled  “  In  a  Punt.”  On 
Friday  last  Messrs.  Wiltshire  and  Dix  weighed  in  from 
the  Thames  14  jib.  roach  and  bream — largest  bream 
21b.  2oz.  The  River  Mole  is  again  in  flood  and  water 
very  thick. — Ed.  Wm.  Hailes,  hon.  sec. 

d-ood  Intent  Angling  Society.— We  had  a  good 
show  of  specimen  roach  on  the  29th  ult.,  brought  in  by 
Mr.  D.  Flint.  Mr.  Parker  also  had  good  roach.  On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts  had  101b.  12oz.  of  good- 
class  roach  and  perch.  Mr.  Maybnry  and  Mr.  Whitmore 
had  some  good  roach.  The  members  will  fish  for  prizes 
on  the  5th  inst.,  at  Ponder’s  End ;  all  start  by  the 
9  o’clock  train.  Our  annual  supper  takes  place  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  14,  chairman,  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts  ;  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.  J.  Williams.  The  secretary  will  be  at 
the  club  on  Saturday  evening  from  eight  to  ten,  to 
receive  contributions  for  outing, — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society.— During  the  last  week 
the  following  members  have  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  : 
Mr.  Ryder,  51b.  Sfoz.  ;  Mr.  Gibbons,  41b.  9oz.  ;  Mr. 
Green,  41b.  4oz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Rich,  one  jack.  Mem¬ 
bers  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  the  meeting 
on  the  16th  inst. — W.  M. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  E.  C.  Clements 
in  the  chair.  Some  formal  business  was  transacted  pre¬ 
paratory  to  the  annual  general  meeting,  which  will  be 
held  next  Tuesday,  the  7th,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Gilbert 
brought  up  a  tray  of  twenty  splendid  roach  from  the 
society’s  water,  the  largest  weighing  lib.  6oz.  A  cer¬ 
tificate  of  a  large  pike  taken  by  Mr.  Lafuillade  was 
hauLd  in.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  the  honorary  curator,  read 
an  exhaustive  essay  on  “  Sea  Fishing  and  Railway 
Privilege  Tickets,”  giving  particulars  of  the  various 
fishing  stations  on  the  coast  within  a  day’s  journey  of 
London,  the  kinds  of  fish  to  be  caught,  railway  fares, 
boat  hire,  sizes  of  fish,  &o.,  and  enumerated  some  of  the 
advantages  to  be  obtained  over  fresh-water  fishing, 
among  the  latter  being  the  following;  1.  The  sea  is 
open  to  all ;  there  is  no  fear  of  the  landlord  or  his  cor- 
Lroy  servant  to  order  you  away,  2.  The  sewage  and 
chemical  question,  as  far  as  fish  life  is  concerned,  is  insig¬ 
nificant,  3,  Sea  fish  are  of  far  greater  value  to  anglers 
and  their  numerous  friends  than  any  number  of  coarse 
fish.  4.  The  resources  of  the  sea  are  almost  inexhaustible. 
Fair  fishing  will  not  have  any  effect  on  its  productiveness. 
5.  You  are  not  subject  to  the  inconveniences  found  in 
punt -fishing,  ground -baiting,  gross  weight  prizes, 
or  the  innumerable  and  ever  increasing  body  of  bank 
anglers.  6.  The  number  of  sea-anglers  is  small,  and 
therefore  the  accommodation,  choice  of  boatmen,  and 
selection  of  fishing  grounds  are  entirely  at  the  disposal 
of  those  few  who  now  follow  the  sport.  Mr.  Close  also 
enumerated  the  various  fishing  stations  to  which  privi¬ 
lege  tickets  are  now  granted,  compared  with  those  of 
1883,  showing  a  large  increase,  and  advocated  a  still 
further  increase,  which  the  railway  companies  might 
make  in  their  own  interest.  The  whole  subject  was 
dealt  with  in  a  most  able  manner,  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  the  honorary  enrator.  The 
qnestion  of  forming  a  committee  for  dealing  with  rail¬ 
way  privilege  tickets  for  sea-fishers,  will  be  brought 
forward  at  an  early  date. — James  Taylor,  sec. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  29th 
ult.  we  were  saved  a  blank  by  Mr.  Callcutt  bringing  a 
show  of  roach ;  but  I  suppose  members  will  begin  to  put 
their  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  show  what  metal  they 
are  made  of,  especially  when  during  this  month  there 
are  two  prizes  to  go  for — one  given  by  Mr.  Wells  for  the 
heaviest  jack  over  4 jib,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Joel 
Davis  for  heaviest  roach  over  Ijlb.  taken  during  the 
month.  Members  please  do  not  forget  the  supper,  which 
takes  place  on  Monday,  Feb.  13. — W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Honon  Brothers  Angling  Society.— A  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  29th  ult.,  W.  Midson 
weighed-in  roach,  one  fish,  11b.  2oz. ;  P.  Schulze,  roach 
and  dace  ;  F.  Newton,  roach  and  perch  ;  F.  Gardner 
and  A.  Hattemore,  roach.  J.  Haycox  also  showed  dace 
and  roach,  one  fish,  11b.  2Joz.  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  7,  is 
quarterly  general  meeting  night,  when  we  shall  arrange 
for  the  next  outing  for  special  prizes.  A  complimentary 
concert  for  the  benefit  of  W.  Midson,  a  member  of  the 
Hoxton  Brothers,  will  take  place  in  our  club  room  on 
Wednesday  evening  next,  Feb.  8,  when  we  trust  his 
brother  anglers  will  rally  round  him  as  he  is  always  to 
be  found  present  on  all  occasions  when  his  services  are 
required  for  the  benefit  of  his  brother  anglers. — R. 
Ghurney,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Three 
Greyhounds,  Greek-street,  Soho. — On  the  29th  ult. 
several  of  our  members  were  out  and  had  fish,  but  did 
not  weigh  in.  Members  please  take  notice  that  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  14,  there  will  be  a  special  summoned 
meeting,  when  the  revision  of  our  rules  will  be  read  and 
submitted  to  all  members.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster 
on  that  night. — A.  W.  Pain,  sec. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— On  Wednes¬ 
day  last,  the  Ist,  as  arranged,  the  members  had  a  con- 
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vivial  evening,  on  which  occasion  a  supper  was  provided  ; 
Mr.  T.  Goodwin  presided,  Mr.  G.  Riches  in  the  vice-chair  ; 
onr  hostess  (Mrs.  Rogers),  in  her  usual  kind  manner, 
catered  for  the  company.  During  the  evening  some 
capital  songs  were  rendered  by  Messr.s.  T.  W.  Garrard, 

G.  Thomas,  J.  Poole,  G.  Nunn,  H.  Butt,  G.  Manning, 
W.  Wilkinson,  C.  Wade,  and  others.  Messrs.  H.  0. 
Wheatley  and  C.  Hayward  took  the  cake  with  their 
comic  sketches.  Mr.  T.  Harris  presided  at  the  piano¬ 
forte  with  his  usual  brilliancy.  The  members  competed 

.  for  four  .special  prizes  on  the  29th  ult.  Mr.  G.  Nunn 
secured  first  honours,  Mr.  T. Goodwin  second,  Mr.  Charles 
Layton  third,  Mr.  T.  W^.  Hales  fourth.  Messrs.  A. 
Furlong,  W.  Mecham.  and  E.  Bedford  weighed-in  roach 
on  the  same  day.  The  result  of  the  competition  on 
Wednesday  last  was  as  follows  :  Mr.  H.  C.  Wheatley 
was  first,  Mr.  G.  Bliss  second,  Mr.  C.  Hayward  third. 
There  are  two  special  prizes  (with  power  to  add)  to  be 
competed  for  on  Feb.  12,  competitors  being  allowed 
to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters 
barred).  There  are  also  three  special  prizes  to  be 
fished  for  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  14,  same  conditions  as 
the  Sunday  prizes. — H.  B. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’ 8-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — Our  annual 
dinner  last  week  was  one  of  the  best  that  we  have  had. 
Not  only  was  the  attendance  of  members  and  friends 

.  very  good  indeed,  but  everything  went  off  vith  a  swing. 
The  dinner  Host  Bush  put  befoi’e  us  was  a  good  one, 
and  it  was  thoroughly  enjoyed.  The  president,  Mr.  H. 
Leaman,  was  in  the  chair.  On  the  removal  of  the  cloth, 
everyone  settled  down  seriously  to  enjoy  himself  in  the 
orthodox  fashion,  and  there  is  no  doubt  everyone  sixc- 
ceeded,  if  the  beaming  and  happy  faces  proved  anything. 
The  toast  list  was  not  a  long  one,  and  consisted  of  "  The 
Queen  and  Royal  Family,”  the  Liverpool  Angling 
Association,  coupled  with  the  name  of  the  president,  Mr. 

H.  Leaman.”  the  Officers  of  the  Association,  coupled 
with  the  name  of  Mr.  I.  H.  Jones,”  the  chairman  ;  ”  The 
Visitors  “  The  Press,”  coupled  with  the  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Liverpool  Mercury.  “  The  Vocalists,  couixled 
with  the  names  of  Moss,  Eaton  Batty,  W.  Sweetman, 
and  Rhys  Thomas  ”  (all  of  Carl  Rosa  Opera  fame) ;  and 
the  “  Host  and  Hostess,”  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush.  In  pro- 

,  posing  the  toasts,  Messrs.  Gass,  H.  J.  Johnson,  T.  S. 
Hunt,  made  very  practical  and  intelligent  speeches, 
and  the  replies  from  the  president  (the  prince  of  presi¬ 
dents),  and  the  chairman  (the  prir.ce  of  chairmen  also), 
were  to  the  point  and  full  of  good  sense  and  confidence 
as  well  as  good  will.  This  report,  however,  would  be 
anything  but  complete  were  not  special  reference  made 
to  the  more  than  kindly  service  of  Messrs.  W.  Edwin 
and  G.  B.  Hill,  of  the  Royal  Court  Theatre,  for  to  them 
belong  the  success  of  the  vocrlistic  part  of  the  function, 
as  they  were  the  means  of  procuring  us  the  pleasure  of 
listening  to  those  grand  singers,  Messrs.  Sweetman, 

.  Batty  and  Thomas,  and  the  pianoforte  solos  of  Mr. 
Mozart  Wilson.  A  grand  evening  was  brought  to  a  close 
by  a  hearty  and  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  for  the  able  and  courteous  manner  in  which  he  had 
discharged  the  duties  devolving  on  him. — Rd.  Wool- 
fall. 

Iioudou  United  Anglers’  Societies  (Fifth  Annual 
Angling  Competition,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent  Home  Funds). — 
At  a  meeting  of  representatives  of  several  angling 
societies,  held  at  the  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell,  E.C., 
on  Jan.  13,  a  committee  was  formed  (with  power  to  add 
to  their  number)  to  carry  out  the  arrangements  for  an 
angling  competition,  to  take  place  at  the  Rye  House,  on 
Sunday,  March  19,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent  Home  Funds. 
Resolved  that  it  be  a  roving  competition,  the  boundary 
to  be  named  according  to  the  number  of  entries  on  the 
morning  of  the  competition.  Several  valuable  prizes 
were  offered,  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  considerably 
increased,  a  list  of  which  will  be  published.  Com¬ 
petitors  to  meet  at  the  Rye  House  on  the  arrival  of 
the  train  that  leaves  Liverpool  Street  Station  at  9.8  a.m. , 
to  start  fishing  by  signal  and  to  weigh  fish  in  the  gardens 
at  5  o’clock.  Any  competitor  failing  to  attend  to  weigh 
his  fish  at  that  time  to  be  disqualified.  One  rod  only 
to  be  used.  All  fish  to  weigh  (according  to  Lea  measure¬ 
ment)  with  the  exception  of  jack,  eels,  bleak,  gudgeon, 
minnows,  and  perch.  No  live  baiting  or  raking  allowed. 
Tickets  Is.  each,  to  be  had  of  any  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  at  the  various  angling  clubs.  Competitors 
must  be  members  holding  privilege  tickets  from  the 
Anglers’  or  Central  Associations  or  cards  of  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  Tickets  will 
be  shortly  supplied  to  all  angling  societies.  Due  notice 
wiU  be  given  as  to  distribution  of  prizes. — S.  Malby, 
see. 

Phoenix  Anglingf  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Several  members  had  a  few  fish  on  the  29th 
ult.  Mr.  Jessop  has  won  the  gross  weight  prize  for  the 
month  of  January  with  a  fine  take  of  roach  and  dace. 
We  had  a  good  muster  on  Tuesday,  and  a  deal  of  busi- 

^ness  was  got  through,  both  financially  and  piscatorially. 

'Three  prizes  were  arranged  for  Feb.  5,  Messrs.  Green 
and  Davis’s  prize  of  l.Ss.  being  first,  Mr.  Homan’s 
second,  Messrs.  Elbourn  and  Carter’s  third.  All  mem¬ 
bers  can  go  where  they  like,  two  rods  allowed.  The 
books  have  been  audited  by  Messrs.  Carter  and  Jessop, 
and  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  The  sheet 
showed  a  balance  of  ^£14  7s.  4d,,  a  considerable  advance 
on  the  corresponding  sheet  last  year. — H.  W.  Morgan, 
hon.  asst.  sec. 

Pontefract  Piscatorial  Society,  Pontefract 
Castle,  Chapel-street,  Edg ware-road,  W. — The  usual 
monthly  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  on  Wednesday 
last,  when  the  annual  election  of  office-bearers  took 
place.  Mr.  E.  Taylor  was  unanimously  elected  chair¬ 


man  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months,  as  was  Mr.  Wood¬ 
ward  to  the  position  of  vice-chairman  ;  Messrs.  Golds¬ 
worthy,  Pilgrim,  and  Hawkins  were  elected  members  of 
committee  ;  while  the  outgoing  treasurer  and  secretary 
(Messrs.  G.  Lipscomb  and  Sutherland)  were  re-elected 
respectively  to  these  offices.  Members  are  reminded 
that  their  subscriptions  are  now  over  due,  and  the 
secretary  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  them. — A.  S.,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
bourne-road.  North  Kensington.  —  On  the  29th  ult., 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  when  the  following 
members  weighed-in  fish,  Mr.  W.  Buck  had  a  nice  jack, 
81b.  OJoz.,  and  Mr.  Rodler  a  nice  jack.  A  match  has 
been  arranged  to  take  place  cn  Feb.  20,  for  the  sum  of 
.£2,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday 
next,  Feb.  11,  to  make  the  conditions.  A  circular  was 
read  from  the  Angler.s’  Benevolent  Competition  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  met  with  great  approval,  and  delegates 
will  be  appointed  next  meeting. — J.  W.  H,a.bris,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  San,  Harper-street, 
New  Kent-road. — The  result  of  our  punt  match  as 
follows  : — Messrs.  J.  Davis,  1st  ;  Mitchell,  2nd  ;  T. 
Line,  3rd  :  W.  Lamberton,  4th  ;  J.  Ulling,  T.  Wiggles- 
worth,  F.  T.  Lamberton,  F.  Lamberton.  'The  fish  were 
mostly  dace,  gudgeon,  roach,  and  bream.  Mr.  J.  Wigley, 
roach.  Mr.  J.  Davis  was  elected  chairman  for  the 
month,  W.  Lamberton,  vice. — F.  T.  Lamberton,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  29th  ult.,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
weighed-in;  Mr.  Shaw,  sen.,  roach;  Mr.  Shaw,  jun., 
roach  ;  Mr.  Holder,  roach  ;  Mr.  Webber,  roach.  Our 
outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  5,  at  Marlow.  There  are 
several  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for.  I  hope  to  see  all 
members  turn  out.  One  rod,  jack  barred. — Gibbons, 
pro.  teni. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — The  agreeable  change  in 
the  weather  tempted  several  of  our  members  to  go  out 
on  the  29th  ult.,  Mr.  Curtis  being  top-weight  with  81b. 
8oz.  of  jack;  Mr.  Smales,  3|lb.  of  roach;  Mr.  Clark, 
roach,  the  largest  just  on  a  pound.  Members  and 
friends  are  hereby  informed  that  our  next  reading  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  21,  by  Mr.  Hoyle,  when  I 
hope  that  all  who  attend  will  be  at  least  entertained,  if 
not  instructed  in  ”  Trout  and  Trout  Fishing.” — 
Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope, 
Pollard-road,  E. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out 
on  the  2.9th  ult.,  and  the  following  weighed-in  : — Mr. 
Pleydell,  roach,  21b.  SJoz.  ;  Mr.  D.  Marks,  roach, 
11b.  Goz.  ;  Mr.  Pelykett,  fine  show  of  roach ;  Mr. 
Rosamond,  nice  show  of  roach. — T.  Sayer,  sec. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camoerwell-roaU. — On  the  29th  ult.,  Mr. 
Sargeant  took  the  first  prize  at  Pangbourne  ;  among  his 
take  there  was  a  grayling  of  13Joz.  taken  roach  fishing. 
The  other  prizes  were  not  won,  and  stand  over  to  the 
next  outing.  On  Wednesday  next  we  fish  for  four 
prizes  at  Bures.  Wednesday  next  is  grace-night. — J.  J. 
Frei,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 

— A  return  visit  of  the  Societies  enrolled  on  the  above 
list  was  paid  to  the  St.  George’s  Angling  Society  on  the 
31st  ult.,  and  it  proved  a  fair  success.  Although  the 
number  of  clubs  represented  was  not  so  large  as  might 
be  wished,  the  following  answered  the  roll  caU  ;  Ber¬ 
mondsey  Bros.,  Second' Surrey  Anglers’  Pride,  Welling¬ 
ton,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Clapham  Junction,  Peckham 
Bros.,  Battersea  United,  Blackfriars  United  Brothers, 
St.  Albans  and  Excelsior,  and  St.  George’s.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  held  at  the 
Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  on  'Tuesday,  the 
14th  inst.  A  delegate  meeting  of  the  societies  on  this 
list  will  be  held  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey- 
street,  on  Friday,  the  10th  inst.,  at  9.30  sharp,  to  con¬ 
sider  the  advisability  of  another  friendly  competition 
before  the  close  of  the  season,  and  I  trust  every  society 
will  appoint  a  delegate  to  represent  them. — A.  Conn. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  the  29  th  ult.  Mr.  Hill 
had  a  nice  show  of  dace  from  Staines  ;  Mr.  Skelling 
jack,  from  Slough,  taking  a  prize  in  competition  there. 
Mr.  Smith  also  had  a  jack,  but  was  barred  from  taking 
a  prize,  having  taken  one  previously.  Mr.  H.  Mock- 
ridge  came  in  for  a  prize  in  a  draw  that  took  place  after, 
making  a  total  of  seven  prizes  taken  by  our  members 
out  of  the  competition.  A  roving  match  is  arranged  to 
take  place  in  the  Slough  Canal  on  Feb.  12  for  usual  club 
prizes. — H.  Reaves,  sec. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  104,  King’s- 
road,  Brighton.  —  Several  members  have  weighed-in 
during  the  week.  Mr.  T.  Batt,  thirteen  roach  over  41b. 
each  from  the  Thames  ;  Mr.  W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  one  roach, 
lib.  2oz.,  two  perch,  lib.  TJoz.  and  11b.,  from  the  Ouse; 
Mr.  V.  Lindars,  two  bream,  11b.  IJoz.  and  11b.  2oz., 
from  club  water. — W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  asst.  hon.  sec. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — On  the  22nd  ult. 
Messrs.  H.  Fennell  and  J.  Steer  weighed  in  roach  ;  on 
the  29th,  Mr.  W.  Windred,  roach;  R.  Lawes  and  J. 
Steer,  roach.  The  members  of  the  above  club  will  fish 
a  jack  and  perch  match  in  the  Medway  on  Feb.  5  for 
several  money  prizes. — H.  Tyler,  sec. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  oh  the  29th  ult.  The  following  had  fish  :  Mr.  Betts, 
Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Philips,  and  Mr.  Clegg.  We  had  a 
fair  meeting  on  the  31st.  Another  case  of  fish  has  heen 
added  to  our  collection,  three  bream  in  one  case.  If 
members  will  show  up  earlier  on  meeting  nights  I  shall 
be  greatly  obliged. — H.  C. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park. — In  consequence  of 


the  bad  state  of  the  water,  most  of  onr  members  have 
given  the  fishing  a  rest.  On  Jan.  29,  Mr.  Miller  saved 
the  club  from  a  blank,  weighing  in  a  grand  show  of 
roach,  131b.  13oz.  ;  six  fish  scaling  Clb. — J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
For  competition  on  Feb.  5  it  was  carried  that  we  fish  at 
Godaiming,  Surrey,  all  to  leave  by  the  8.45  train  from 
Waterloo  station,  South-Western.  There  are  five 
prizes,  value  £4  4s.  For  the  competition  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  8th,  for  two  lapsed  prizes,  value  £1  Is.  and  lOs.  Gd., 
it  was  carried  that  it  be  open. — C,  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George. 
Hill-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Good  trays  of  roach  and 
dace  were  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Pritchard  and  Gordon 
on  the  29th,  and  Mr.  Haines  brought  in  131b.  of  fine 
roach  on  the  30th.  Our  February  competition  will  be 
fished  at  Staines  for  three  prizes,  quarter-mile  either 
side  of  Penton  Hook,  members  to  leave  by  the  eight 
o’clock  train  from  Waterloo,  changing  at  the  junction, 
and  to  return  by  the  5.18  from  Staines. — Chas.  Wyer, 
see. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  the  29th  ult.,  and  the  following  weighed  in  : 
Mr.  H.  Mills,  perch  ;  Mr.  L.  Robotham,  Mr.  Simmons, 
and  Mr.  Kemey,  roach  ;  Mr.  C.  Maxted,  dace,  from 
private  water,  was  not  weighed  in.  It  is  decided  to 
have  a  peg-down  match  in  the  Forty  Guinea  Water  on 
Feb.  12,  all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train  that  leaves 
Stratford  at  7.39  a.m. — R.  Lowther,  sec. 
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English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lewer  Thames. — General  Remarks. — In  refe¬ 
rence  to  the  proposed  new  bye-laws,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  state  the  Conservators  are  giving  the  opinions  of  the 
preservation  societies  and  anglers’  associations  their 
most  attentive  and  impartial  consideration,  and  are 
making  great  alterations  to  meet  their  wishes.  I  do  not 
know  anything  of  the  riparian  questions,  but  in  other 
matters  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  will  give  satisfac¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  in  that.  However,  they  will  soon  be 
published  according  to  law,  and  all  interested  in  them 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  judging.  Mr.  Alfred  Nut- 
hall  and  Mr.  John  Knechtli  hive  been  fishing  this  last 
week  in  some  private  water  in  the  AVest  of  England,  and 
returned  home  on  Friday  evening.  They  had  some  good 
sport,  and,  after  putting  back  what  they  considered  too 
small  to  keep,  they  made  a  satisfactory  show  of  jack, 
but  nothing  heavier  than  121b.  I  am  sorry  to  learn 
from  the  head  river  keeper  of  the  deaths  of  two  of 
our  Thames  fishermen — the  one  best  known  was  AVilliam 
Hains,  of  Laleham,  and  the  other  J.  AVhale,  of  Hampton 
Court.  With  regard  to  the  former  he  was  one  of  the 
old  family  of  that  name  who  have  for  years  been  the  only 
fishermen  in  Laleham,  and  was  considered  a  good  and 
attentive  fisherman.  There  are  only  two  of  them  left, 
the  principal  one  being  Alfred,  who  enjoys  a  great 
reputation  as  a  fisherman,  and  is  a  honorary  river  keeper 
in  connection  with  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society.  At  the  committee  meeting  of  that  society  on 
Tuesday  there  were  no  fewer  than  seven  new  members 
elected,  viz..  Sir  R.  Temple,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Dr.  Startin, 
Mr.  ’T.  J.  Barrett,  Mr.  Herbert  Sherwood,  Mr.  E.  Fore¬ 
man,  jun.,  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway,  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Charlton. 
A  resolution  of  sympathy  was  accorded  to  Mr.  M. 
Davenport,  C.C.,  in  his  recent  afliiction,  and  consider¬ 
able  time  was  occupied  in  discussing  the  new  bye-laws 
and  the  probable  satisfactory  solution  of  their  opinions 
by  the  Thames  Conservators,  who,  it  is  known,  are  more 
than  anxious  to  meet  the  wishes  of  all.  It  should  be 
noticed  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  AVillis  Bund  was 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  not  the  Thame.s  Con¬ 
servancy. — B. 

Thames  (Hampton). — The  bank  anglers,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  capture  of  some  fine  roach  and  dace,  have 
taken  one  jack  of  SjllJ.  and  another  of  61b. 

Thames  (Kingston). — The  bank  anglers  have  been 
getting  some  good  roach  and  dace,  and  between  this 
place  and  Hampton  Court  one  of  the  bank  anglers  in 
the  day  caught  two  tench,  one  brace  of  perch,  and  three 
fine  roach. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island). — AVater  rising,  and  as 
thick  as  soup. — R.  Plummer. 

Thames  (Richmond). — The  punts  have  been  doing 
some  very  fair  business,  considering  the  state  of  the 
waters,  and  the  anglers  on  the  banks,  as  in  most  other 
places,  in  getting  the  first  chance,  have  had  the  best 
of  it. 

Thames  (Shepperton). — George  Rosewell  writes: 
“  1  was  out  on  Monday,  for  the  first  time  this  year, 
with  Mr.  James  Clapp,  who  was  anxious  to  see  if  I 
really  was  alive,  but  the  water  rose  so  much  that  he 
could  do  nothing — he  only  caught  one  jack  of  31b.,  and 
that  was  the  only  run  he  had.” 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  reports  he 
has  been  out  one  day  with  Mr,  Rogers,  who  got  three 
dozen  of  fine  roach,  the  largest  21b.  Another  day,  with 
Mr.  Bowater  and  friend,  371b.  of  good  roach ;  and 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Dowd,  four  dozen  of  fine  roach. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  Sons, 
in  the  week,  five  jack  and  ten  brace  of  perch.  The 
bank  anglers  have  been  getting  some  fine  roach  and 
dace,  and  one  of  them  a  barbel  of  341b. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  in  one  day, 
five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  S.  Cole,  in  one  day,  two 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  A.  Hammerton,  in  one  day. 
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five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  E.  Moffatt,  in  two  days, 
eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  five  bream,  the 
largest  31b. ;  and  John  Spong,  in  four  days,  seventeen 
bream  and  201b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Teddinrton).— The  bank  anglers,  in 
addition  to  some  roach  and  dace  have  taken  a  jack  of 
4ilb.  The  fishermen  have  been  getting  a  few  lamperns. 

"^Thames  (Windsor).— River  here  a  dreadful  colour, 
and  high,  but  roach  are  feeding.  Some  gentlemen,  with 
Keane,  jnn.,  who  is  fishing  these  waters  for  a  time,  had 
a  nice  bag  of  about  201b.  I  cannot  hear  of  other  fish 
being  tried,  and  should  certainly  not  advise  anyone  to 
try  anything  but  roach.  Another  of  the  old  school  of 
anglers  has  just  passed  away  here  in  the  person  of 
Joseph  Butler,  aged  seventy.  “  Joe  ”  was  a  very 
quiet,  unassuming  personage,  and  rarely  let  anyone 
know  what  he  had  caught.  Oftentimes  I  got  into  hot 
water  for  reporting  his  catches.  As  an  all-round  angler, 
“Joe”  had  few  equals,  and  was  very  keen  on  Thames 
trout,  which  he  loved  to  outwit.  I  thought  at  one  time 
I  should  never  forgive  “  Joe  ”  for  catching  a  trout  just 
outside  here,  which  I  had  waited  on  several  times  with¬ 
out  success.  “  Joe  ”  knew  the  fish  as  being  a  very 
early  riser,  and.  having  to  pass  over  Windsor-bridge  to 
his  duties  before  daylight,  he  would  loiter  on  the 
bridge,  at  daybreak,  watch  my  lord  chasing  his  bait  in 
all  directions.  One  morning  I  was  a  bit  late,  and  there, 
seated  in  his  punt,  was  “  Joe,”  trying  my  trout.  With 
very  little  brotherly  love  in  my  bosom,  I  paddled  down 
stream  to  the  weir  to  try  there  for  a  trout,  but  before  I 
got  so  far,  I  happened  to  give  a  look  up  stream,  and 
sure  enough  “  Joe  ”  had  hooked  my  fish.  Back  I  went, 
and  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  my  beauty  landed. 
Ho  weighed  61b.  5oz.  I  confess  I  played  the  hypocrite 
when  I  congratulated  “  Joe  ”  on  his  capture,  but  we 
were  always  good  friends,  and  I  only  wish  there  were 
moi’e  like  him  on  the  river,  as  a  truer  sportsman  in 
angling  never  pushed  a  punt. — B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Aucholme  District. — Weather  and  water  are  now 
in  splendid  condition  for  fishing.  Aconites  and  snow¬ 
drops  are  coming  out,  and  trout  were  rising  all  day 
yesterday  at  flies  in  the  ponds  of  the  Manor  fishery. — 
Thomas  Ford. 

Brandon  Ouse. — The  waters  have  gone  down  nicely 
here,  and  some  good  roach  swims  can  now  be  found 
either  from  the  bank  or  punt.  I  saw  several  good  lots 
of  roach  yesterday  taken  near  the  sheepwash  staunch. 
Write  or  wire  to  Eolph,  Earn  Hotel ;  he  will  have  boat 
and  baits  ready. — William  Howlett. 

Dee  (Corwen).  — To-day  the  river  is  in  high  flood  of 
good  feeding  water,  which  will  feed  up  the  fish  for 
beginning  of  season,  which  opens  on  Feb.  15.  Snow 
has  disappeared  this  last  week  off  all  the  hills.  The 
weather  is  mild.  Fish  were  seen  rising  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday. — Alwen. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Water  is  too  plentiful, 
but  weather  is  everything  that  could  be  wished.  The 
clubs  do  not  open  before  March,  and,  in  one  instance, 
April.  One  or  two  anglers  are  out  to-day  on  public 
lengths. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Fen  Waters  (South.  Lincolnshire)  — The  con¬ 
tinuance  of  fine  weather  is  proving  quite  a  boon  for  the 
Fen  fishermen.  The  ill  influences  of  the  frost  and  snow 
seem  to  have  passed  away,  and  reports  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  sport  are  much  improved.  Not  only  are  there 
more  fish  being  caught  than  before  the  frost  set  in,  but 
they  are  of  a  finer  sample.  With  a  continuance  of  the 
present  mild  and  open  weather  there  should  be  some 
good  captures  between  now  and  the  close  of  the  season. 
The  chief  drains,  the  Fortyfoot,  the  Vernatts,  Parson’s 
Drove,  Ac.,  are,  I  hear,  in  fine  condition  for  fishing, 
and  though,  artificial  baits  are  productive  of  good  busi¬ 
ness,  live  roach  or  dace  are  to  be  preferred.  Visitors 
will  do  well  to  come  provided  with  those,  though  the 
former  are  pretty  easily  taken,  but  this  consumes  time 
and  the  days  are  none  too  long.  The  days  have  been 
sufficiently  mild  for  bottom  fishing,  and  both  roach  and 
perch  are  just  now  worth  seeking. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts)  . — The  mild  weather  continuing, 
the  waters  have  during  the  week  lost  their  ice  cover¬ 
ings,  and  the  snow  having  gone  away  with  only  a  small 
amount  of  rain,  we  have  had  neither  floods  nor  a  great 
amount  of  “  snow  broth  ”  to  spoil  the  fishing  prospects. 
Indeed,  so  far,  this  week  the  weather  has  been  very 
promising  for  fish  and  fishing.  The  trout  are  believed 
to  be  busy  spawning  in  the  brooks  and  the  top  waters 
of  the  Idle  and  Eyton,  and  should  be  making  good  pro¬ 
gress.  Some  capital  trout  are  to  be  found  in  these 
waters  in  season,  but  they  are  not  “  anybody’s  fish.”  I 
heard  of  several  visitors  going  for  the  pike  in  the  drains 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  district,  but  1  fancy  their 
success  was  not  encouraging.  Eoach  and  chub  are 
likely  to  be  procurable  irom  the  river  Idle,  and  roach  on 
the  canal  within  reach  of  Eetford,  and  prospects  in  this 
direction  are  favourable.  Now  that  anglers  are  by  no 
means  busy  and  the  watersides  are  neglected,  the  fish 
poachers  have  begun  operations.  I  hear  the  other  day 
a  couple  were  taken  red-handed  in  one  of  the  fisheries 
owiied  bj'  Earl  Manvers.  They  are  to  be  prosecuted. 

Later. — The  prospects  of  anglers  in  this  district  have 
improved,  and  the  water  everywhere  is  stated  to  be  in 
good  order.  I  hear  the  patrons  of  the  waters  about 
the  lower  district,  and  especially  of  the  drains  of 
the  Idle  system,  have  had  this  year  but  poor  sport  among 
the  pike,  but,  as  things  stand,  they  should  now  be  catch¬ 
ing  them.  I  fear,  however,  the  fishing  in  these  waters  is 
not  nearly  so  good  as  it  used  to  be,  but  this  probably 
arises  from  over-fishing  and  little  encouragement  being 
riven  to  restocking  or  breeding.  The  waters  about  Ret¬ 
ford,  Mattersey,  Ac.,  are  in  excellent  condition  for  bottom 
fishing,  and  so  also  is  the  Stockwith  canal,  but  very  few 
of  late  have  given  them  their  attention.  During  the  last 


fortnight  there  have  been  a  good  many  visitors  to  the 
ducal  and  other  houses  in  the  locality,  including  the 
Prince  and  Princess  of  Teck,  the  Princess  May,  &c.,  at 
Clumber.  The  lakes  connected  with  these  houses,  and 
especially  Clumber,  are  noted  for  their  pike,  and  I  hear 
some  sport  has  been  got  in  this  direction,  but  I  have  no 
particulars.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  is  quite  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  pike  fisherman. — L. 

Lark  (Suffolk).— This  river  is  now  in  good  order  for 
roach,  dace,  and  pike  ;  the  water  is  a  good  colour  and 
not  too  high  ;  fish  are  feeding  fairly  well.  I  saw  two 
good  lots  taken  this  day  (1st),  one  tray  of  lOJlb., 
another  of  91b.  Red  worms  best  bait.  —  William 
Howlett. 

Lea  and  Stort.— The  very  changeable  weather  we 
have  had  lately  has  been  much  against  the  chances  of 
anglers.  Still,  some  fair  sport  has  been  had  at  various 
portions  of  the  upper  waters  ;  it  has  been  principally 
amongst  tlie  roach.  At  Waltham  Abbey  some  good 
specimens  up  to  lib.  in  weight  have  been  captured. 
Broxbourne  roach  fishing  has  also  been  productive  of 
good-sized  fish  ;  the  same  remarks  will  apply  to  Eye 
House  and  Ware  district.  There  was  a  nice  show  of 
fish  on  the  29th  ult.  at  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham 
Club.  Mr.  Hadkiss  had  about  31b.  lOoz.  of  roach,  one 
beauty  amongst  them  reaching  the  weight  of  lib.  12oz.  ; 
this  has,  I  understand,  been  sent  for  preservation.  Mr. 
Ames  had  a  nice  jack,  and  Messrs.  T.  Hadkiss  and 
Goodson  some  nice  perch.  Some  of  the  Eagle  of 
Tottenham  members  had  good  shows  of  fish  on  the 
29th  ult.  I  hear  of  a  trout  of  about  four  or  five  pounds 
having  been  seen  in  the  Lea  during  the  past  week.  The 
open  competion  at  Harry  Avis’s,  the  King’s  Arms, 
Waltham  Abbey,  will  be  held  on  the  5th  inst. ; 
conditions — fishing  from  11  a.m.  to  5  p.m. ;  entrance  6d. 
each  up  to  time  of  starting ;  all  pegged  down  on 
tow-path,  above  Waltham  bridge  ;  three  extra  prizes 
beyond  entrance  money,  all  given  out  same  evening. 
Last  week  I  had  occasion  to  notice  a  report  of  poaching 
having  t-oken  place  ;  this  week  I  have  to  say  that  on 
Monday  last,  being  at  Cook’s  Ferry  with  others,  I  saw 
three  men  evidently  netting,  but  as  I  have  no  authority 
I  could  not  interfere. — Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — Since  the  disappearance  of  the  frost, 
angling  in  Leicestershire  has  been  most  actively  pur¬ 
sued  by  the  votaries  who  follow  this  class  of  sport,  and, 
taken  upon  the  whole,  with  satisfactory  results.  The 
best  takes  of  fish  were  obtained  from  the  canal  at 
Leicester  and  Aylestone,  roach  affording  some  rare  sport. 
Among  the  more  conspicuous  lots  were  those  of  Messrs. 
Hobbs  and  Prime,  both  these  anglers  having  71b.  or  81b. 
daily.  Two  of  Mr.  Hobb’s  best  roach  weighed  lib.  9oz. 
and  11b.  5oz.  respectively.  Messrs.  Shelton,  A.  Harri¬ 
son,  and  many  others  also  had  excellent  takes.  A  brace 
and  a  half  of  fine  dace  were  exhibited  by  Mr.  A.  Harri¬ 
son,  the  largest  being  lOoz.  and  the  smallest  9oz.  Several 
other  anglers  got  good  baskets  of  perch,  and,  although 
none  of  the  specimens  exceeded  12oz..  the  whole  taken 
were  a  level  lot  of  fish.  The  finest  baskets  of  roach 
were  taken  baiting  with  the  green  grub  and  the  fresh¬ 
water  shrimp.  The  more  expert  pike  anglers  were  out 
trying  their  skill,  but  results  were  poor,  only  a 
few  fish,  and  these  not  up  to  the  average,  being 
secured.  Chub  fishermen  have  been  unable  to  do 
anything  at  the  backwaters  at  Aylestone,  the  waters 
being  in  bad  condition.  The  few  anglers  who  ventured 
out  in  the  Wreake  valley  took  good  roach,  and  at 
Market  Harborough  Messrs.  J.  Billson  and  T.  Daybell 
were  the  happy  possessors  of  pike  up  to  71b.  In  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Soar  at  Blaby,  Narborough,  and 
Croft,  sport  has  been  very  satisfactory,  roach  of  good 
size  being  the  chief  sport.  Eain  fell  heavily  Wednes¬ 
day  and  Thursday. 

Lodden  (Barley). — The  river  is  quite  free  from  ice 
and  in  good  condition,  the  last  few  days  sunshine  and 
spring-like.  Several  anglers  have  been  enjoying  some 
good  sport  with  jack  ;  they  are  feeding  well  and  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  Capital  baskets  of  roach  and  chub 
have  been  taken  also. — J.  E.  Gould. 

Luggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  were  getting  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  but  rain 
came  on  and  they  rose  again.  All  the  snow  water  has 
been  washed  out  of  them,  and  they  are  now  going  down 
nicely,  and  should  be  in  order  for  fishing  in  a  few  days. 
Fishing  has  been  at  a  standstill  of  late,  but  sport  should 
be  good  with  the  grasshopper.  The  Pinsley  is  in  fair 
order. — G  Wynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Unsettled  weather,  with  a  good  deal  of  rain,  has 
caused  these  rivers  to  rise  to  nearly  three-parts  full, 
and  there  will  be  no  chance  of  sport  for  some  time, 
possibly  not  before  the  trout  come  in  (March  2), 
which  anglers  are  now  beginning  to  look  forward  to. — 
E.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — The  waters  of  the  Medway 
have  been  very  thick  for  some  time  past,  but  in  spite  of 
this  very  many  good  takes  of  bream  have  been  obtained 
by  several  of  our  old  anglers  who  have  stuck  to  their 
rods  in  defiance  of  the  inclement  weather. — Wm.  Shrub- 
sole. 

Nene  (Peterborough.) — Now  that  the  ice  has  all 
cleared  away,  anglers  have  been  able  to  visit  their 
favourite  haunts  and  indulge  in  their  sport.  The  river 
is  in  a  very  muddy  condition,  and  is  very  high,  but 
despite  this,  many  of  the  old  school  have  been  out. 
Roach,  bream,  and  perch,  ars  all  on  the  feed,  and  some 
good  bags  of  the  former  have  been  taken.  On  Saturday 
an  angler  took  about  a  stone  of  roach  against  the  Town 
Bridge,  and  some  splendid  bags  of  the  same  fish  have 
been  made  at  the  Ferry.  Four  anglers  hooked 
a  good  quantity  of  bream  at  the  Lynch  last  week. 
Anglers  of  the  Nene  will  also  be  pleased  to  learn  that  an 
unusual  effort  is  about  to  be  made  to  effect  an  improve¬ 
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ment  in  the  bed  of  the  river  between  Peterborough  and 
Northampton.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  on 
Tuesday  it  was  reported  that  a  memorial  had  been 
drawn  up  for  presentation  to  the  Nene  Navigation 
Commissioners  for  the  efficient  dredging  and  other  steps 
to  deepen  the  waterway  of  the  river.  On  Saturday 
morning  a  large  badger  was  seen  running  about  the 
village  green  at  Castor,  near  Peterborough,  and  seemed 
not  the  least  disconcerted  by  the  children  who  were 
playing  near.  When  they  caught  sight  of  it,  however, 
they  endeavoured  to  secure  it,  and  it  was  chased  about, 
when  it  entered  a  kitchen,  whore  it  was  secured  alive. — 
E.  F.  S. 

Ouse  (Cambridgeshire).— This  grand  roach  river 
is  now  in  good  order,  rather  high,  but  nicely  coloured, 
roach  are  feeding  fairly  well  ;  red  worms.  One  local 
angler  took  yesterday  (31st)  a  lot  of  111b.,  good  fish.— 
William  Howlett. 

Ouse  and  Derwent  (Yorks).— These  rivers  have, 
owing  to  the  very  mild  spell  of  weather,  at  last  got  rid 
of  the  large  quantities  of  ice,  and  their  banks  have 
been  visited  by  a  fair  number  of  anglers.  Some  good 
sport  has  been  had  in  both  rivers  during  the  past  few 
days,  chiefly  by  the  coarse  fishermen  of  the  Ouse,  where 
some  nice  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  are  being 
taken  daily,  both  above  and  below  the  ancient  city.  I 
hear  of  fair  sport  on  the  Derwent  being  had  by  the  pike 
and  grayling  fishermen,  also  of  a  good  specimen  pike 
being  taken  in  the  Foss,  near  Huntington  village. — 
Ronald. 

Scarborough. — Sea  Fishing.— After  waiting  for 
some  time,  our  winter  friends,  the  codling,  have  again 
returned,  to  reward  the  patience  of  our  sea  anglers,  and 
have  been  accompanied  by  their  elders,  some  of  which, 
without  doubt,  might  be  named  the  Power(ful)  cod. 
Some  grand  fights  have  taken  place  between  angler  and 
fish,  some  weighing  from  211b.  to  241b.  The  fish  are  in 
splendid  condition,  and  fight  hard,  which  the  fishermen 
seem  to  enjoy,  when  he  knows  that  his  rod  and  tackle 
are  such  as  can  be  depended  upon.  I  often  think  that  a 
salmon  fisher  would  find  as  formidable  an  opponent  in  a 
201b.  well  fed  codfish,  as  he  would  in  a  flOlb.  salmon, 
with  this  difference,  the  conflict  with  the  cod  fish  would 
be  shorter  but  more  severe.  Our  wish  is,  that  they  will 
stay  with  us  for  a  few  weeks,  and  we  feel  sure,  as  the 
weather  improves,  so  will  our  sport  and  enjoyment. — ■ 
William  Jones. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — Severn  anglers  have  still 
abundant  opportunity  for  the  full  exercise  of  that 
inestimable  quality  to  which  the  fraternity  at  large  lay 
claim,  patience,  for  week  after  week  has  passed  without 
affording  them  a  single  chance  of  wetting  a  line.  This 
week  has  been  no  exception,  for  the  con.stant  rainfalls 
have  kept  the  river  high  and  muddy,  rendering  success¬ 
ful  sport  an  impossibility.  Good  work  is,  however, 
being  done  at  the  hatchery  of  the  Shrewsbury  Society 
which  now  contains  30,000  healthy  ova,  destined  for 
re-stocking  purposes.  There  is  good  promise  of  better 
salmon  fishing  this  season,  as  the  river  having  main¬ 
tained  a  good  level  during  the  winter  ;  a  larger  supply 
than  usual  is  anticipated,  and  already  one  or  two  rod 
and  line  licences  have  been  issued. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been 
very  favourable  for  angling,  although  occasionally  the 
wind  has  been  rather  chilly.  Some  good  sport  has  been 
had,  especially  with  roach,  which  have  been  well  on  the 
feed  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  but  in  both  those  rivers 
at  present,  grayling  are  very  hard  to  capture,  even  with 
the  aid  of  the  bright  sunshine  of  the  earlier  part  of 
this  week.  At  present  rain  is  falling  heavily,  and  has 
been  doing  so  for  some  hours,  and  there  is  every 
appearance  of  a  flood,  which  will  be  welcomed  by  those 
interested  in  salmon  fishing  (which  commenced  on  the 
2nd  inst.),  as  a  rise  in  the  water  will  enable  the  salmon 
to  elude  the  numerous  instruments  for  their  capture 
in  the  lower  waters,  and  it  will  also  assist  them  in 
their  progress  to  the  upper  waters. 

Stour  (Bures). — The  river  is  very  thick,  consequent 
upon  a  heavy  fall  of  rain.  Prior  to  this,  roach  were 
feeding  well,  one  local  angler  getting  161b.  on  Tuesday. 
On  the  29th  ult.,  numerous  anglers  were  out  from 
London,  and  one  had  101b.  of  fish.  A  jack  of  51b.  was 
caught  here  on  Wednesday. — Goosequill. 

Sussex  Rivers. — The  weather  has  been  favourable, 
and  rivers  are,  as  a  rule,  in  excellent  order,  yet  but  few 
anglers  have  been  out.  From  the  Arun  I  hear  of  a  dearth 
of  rods,  and  but  few  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken. 
A  roach  of  Ijlb.  was  secured  recently  at  Amberley 
among  a  51b.  basket.  Dace  and  roach  have  given  sport 
on  the  Adur  in  the  Steyning  district,  and  from  the  Ouse 
in  the  reach  above  lock  a  few  roach  and  chub  are  noti¬ 
fied  me.  A  pike  of  Gib.  was  taken  recently  at  Fletching 
and  a  trout  of  21b.  while  roach  fishing.  The  trout,  in 
poor  condition,  was  returned  to  the  water.  A  few  small 
pike  have  taken  live  bait  in  the  lower  reach  of  Chichester 
canal,  and  from  the  basin,  bream  up  to  21b.  and  roach  of 
lOoz.  are  the  only  records.  Perch,  for  which  this  water 
was  noted  a  few  seasons  back,  seem  to  have  deterio¬ 
rated  ;  it  is  seldom  I  hear  of  a  perch  over  a  few  ounces.— 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  opening  day  was  very 
cold,  but  your  correspondent  took  fourteen  nice  fish, 
and  in  decent  condition.  Others  were  out,  and  took 
some  small  catches. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — Heavy  rain  has  been  had  in  this 
district,  and  has  made  the  water  rise  bank  full,  but  the 
weather  has  turned  fine,  and  the  river  has  gone  down 
and  is  clearing  nicely.  The  rain  has  washed  the  snow 
water  out  of  the  river,  and  if  the  fine  weather  continues 
there  should  be  some  good  sport.  The  baits  will  be  the 
worm,  preserved  maggot,  and  grasshopper.  Pike  fish¬ 
ing  should  also  prove  good.  When  the  water  was  high 


February  4,  1893] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


87 


and  muddy  a  number  of  fine  salmon  were  seen  making 
their  way  up  stream  and  jumping  the  Castle  Weir.  This 
is  late  in  this  part  for  sahnon  to  be  making  up-hill,  as 
they  are  at  this  time  of  the  year  generally  going  down 
stream  again.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  stained.  No  fishing  done  in  them  this  week. 

Teme  (Tenbury.) — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  visited  with  heavy  rain  and  the  water  rose  quickly 
and  coloured,  but  it  has  now  gone  down  again  and  is 
clearing,  and  should  the  weather  keep  good,  it  will  be  in 
order  by  the  beginning  of  the  week.  Angling  has  been 
at  a  standstill.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
coloured. — W  orcester. 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — The  river  has  been  a  capital  height 
for  spawning  purposes  during  the  close  time,  and  from 
reports  of  the  water  bailiffs  at  Brecon,  and  below,  very 
little  poaching  has  been  carried  on.  The  severe  frost 
caused  the  river  to  be  frozen  over  in  many  places,  which 
is  rather  an  exceptional  thing,  but  a  nice  thaw,  followed 
by  some  heavy  rain,  has  removed  all  the  ice,  and  a  flow 
is  expected.  A  few  floods  are  now  required  before  the 
trout  season  commences,  in  order  to  remove  the  vast 
number  of  kelts  seaward,  and  to  rid  the  river  of  them 
before  the  15th  prox. 

Welland. — Angling  is  very  quiet  on  the  Witham  and 
on  the  drains  adjacent  thereto.  Only  few  visitors  have 
come  into  the  district  since  the  change  in  the  weather, 
but  the  mildness  of  the  present  week  should  tempt  a  few 
to  take  advantage  of  Friday’s  cheap  weekly  train  to 
Boston.  Boston  has  all  through  the  summer  been  the 
best  frequented  ijlace  on  the  river,  and  one  or  two  of 
the  local  portions  of  the  fen  drains  have  yielded  the 
most  fish.  I  heard  a  hint  the  other  day  that  it  may  be 
found  next  year  that  the  best  drain  will  not  be  as  full 
of  fish  as  previously.  I  have  before  complained  of 
netting  in  the  winter  to  reduce  the  attractiveness  of 
certain  drains  about  this  district,  because  of  the  damage 
and  nuisance  caused  by  the  crowds  coming  to  angle  in 
them,  bnt  I  certainly  think  the  people  lose  their  way 
in  doing  this  sort  of  thing.  I  would  suggest  that 
farmers  and  others  who  disapprove  of  the  baser  sort  of 
anglers  have  a  remedy,  and  might  exercise  it,  viz.,  make 
a  small  charge  for  the  privilege  of  trespassing  on  their 
land.  Though  the 'drawbacks  may  be  passed  over,  it  is 
questionable  whether  that  confers  any  right  to  remain 
and  fish  from  them. — Luce. 

Witham.  —  Some  good  sport  has  been  obtained 
amongst  the  pike,  and  a  Boston  angler  last  week  took 
three  splendid  fish.  They  weighed  altogether  351b.,  the 
largest  turning  the  scales  at  151b. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — Reports  of  some 
good  pike  fishing  are  coming  to  hand  from  different 
points  on  the  Witham,  Stixwold,  Langrich,  Dogdyke,  and 
Kirkstead,  as  well  as  other  stations  towards  the  Boston 
end  of  the  river,  which  are  being  visited  with  success, 
and  some  good  fish  are  the  result.  One  particularly 
fine  capture  I  may  mention,  though  I  cannot  vouch  for 
the  facts.  A  Boston  angler,  Mr.  P.  Hildred,  visiting 
Langrich  the  other  day,  is  said  to  have  banked  three 
pike  scaling  in  the  aggregate  351b.,  the  best  of  the  lot 
being  put  at  151b.  He  is  said  to  have  “  reported  ”  the 
hooking  of  another  beauty,  which,  after  having  played 
it  for  half  an  hour,  and  nearly  getting  it  landed,  he 
unfortunately  lost.  As  he  reports  it  as  “  quite  a  30- 
pounder,”  I  am  inclined  to  receive  the  news  cum  cjrano 
salts.  Anglers  of  the  district  will  only  hope  it  was  so. 
It  is  a  long  time  since  even  a  151b.  fish  was  got  from  this 
water.  Parties  of  bottom  fishers  have  been  on  the 
Witham  and  Fossdyke  about  Lincoln  and  Saxilby,  but 
I  cannot  hear  that  anything  like  good  luck  has  attended 
their  efforts.  The  water  of  both  is  all  that  could  be 
wished  for  the  season. — Luce. 

Tare,  Wliarfe,  Swale,  &c. — All  these  rivers  are 
nnfishable,  owing  to  influx  of  snow  “  broth.”  Three 
and  four  grayling  per  day  have  been  the  average  takes 
during  the  past  week,  and  until  a  good  heavy  rain 
comes  to  clear  the  rivers,  there  can  be  no  chance  of 
successful  grayling  or  pike  fishing. —  Francis  M. 
Walbran. 

Scotch  Heports. 

Loch,  and  River  Tay.— The  water  has  generally 
been  in  ply,  with  plenty  of  fish  in  the  loch,  and  the 
takes  have  been  fairly  satisfactory.  _  Perhaps  the 
weights  are  not  up  to  those  of  the  previous  week,  but 
still  they  are  not  far  short  of  201b.  Four  fish  is  the 
greatest  number  we  have  heard  of  being  killed  in  a  day 
with  one  rod.  We  believe  the  trout  of  351b.  killed  by 
Mr.  Whitton,  Cupar  Angus,  is  the  record  of  the  season  ; 
Mrs.  Richmond,  of  Glasgow,  making  a  good  second  with 
a  fine  fish  of  331b.  She  and  Mr.  Aitken,  of  Letterallan, 
had  each  a  fish  of  321b.  Several  have  been  killed  over 
301b.  There  are  not  a  few  diseased  fish  in  the  river. 
Some  of  the  takes  since  our  last  are  as  follows  : — The 
River  Tay  ;  on  Catholes  and  Burnmouth  stretch,  Messrs. 
David  and  William  Fenton,  four,  of  161b.,  181b.,  221b., 
and  231b.  Stanley  water,  Mrs.  Drummond’s  boatman, 
two,  of  171b.  and  201b. ;  and  Mr.  Scott  Brechin,  one,  of  171b. 
Delvine  stretch,  Murthly,  Mr.  W.  P.  Kay,  one,  of  171b. 
Birnam  Hotel  water,  Mr.  W.  P.  Dunlop,  Sydney,  two  of 
161b.,  and  two  of  201b.  each ;  Mr.  Cesari,  two,  of  161b.  and 
181b.;  Dalgarse  water,  Mr.  John  Roy,  keeper,  one  of  161b.; 
Logierait  Hotel  water  :  Mr.  G.  McGregor,  Kirkaldy, 
four  trout  of  51b. ;  Rev.  W.  B.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Thom¬ 
son,  one  of  171b.  and  a  pike.  Findynate  water  :  Mr. 
McPherson,  jun.,  one  of  181b.  On  Lyon,  Mr.  Dewar, 
keeper,  one  of  171b. ,  and  on  Chesthill  stretch,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Menzies,  of  Chesthill,  one  of  221b.  Loch  Tay,  Lochay 
Hotel  water :  Colonel  and  Mr.  Purdie,  each  one  of 
201b.  ;  Mr.  Steel,  Glasgow,  one  of  191b. ;  Dr.  Allum, 
Stirling,  one  of  191b. ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Stirling,  two  of  221b. 
and  261b.  Lochay  Hotel  water  :  Mr.  Ure,  Bonnybridge, 
one  of  2ilb. ;  Mr.  Pullar,  Bridge  of  Allan,  one  of  201b. 


Ardeonaig  Hotel  water :  Mr.  Stewart,  Edinburgh,  a 
trout  of  91b.  and  salmon  of  201b. ;  Mr.  Thompson,  Man¬ 
chester,  a  newly  run  fish  of  131b. — IjiSQAiR. 

Locli  Leven  (Argyllshire).— Mr.  Guthrie  Lornie, 
of  Birnam,  has  purchased  privately  the  salmon  fishings 
of  Loch  Leven,  Argyllshire,  which  extend  to  about  twelve 
miles,  from  Lord  Abinger,  who  lately  acquired  Loch 
Treig  and  Inverlair.  Mr.  Guthrie  Lornie  intends  to  let 
both  the  net  and  rod  fishings  for  the  present  season,  and 
there  are  good  prospects  of  fair  sport. 

Tay  (Dunkeld). — On  Friday,  27th  ult.,  Mr.  N.  P. 
Dunlop,  of  Sydney,  caught  three  salmon,  two  19Jlb., 
and  one  15Jlb.  On  Saturday,  28th  ult.,  Mr.  N.  P. 
Dunlop  had  two  splendid  salmon,  one  18Jlb.  and  one  19Jlb . 

Tay  (Perth) . — The  river  has  been  rather  unsettled 
for  some  days,  and  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  it  might 
have  been  had  it  kept  steady.  On  the  Stobhall  water  on 
Thursday  Mr.  Fenton  had  two  fish,  and  on  Saturday  he 
killed  four,  22jrD.,  201b.,  181b.,  and  161b.  ;  Mr.  McLean 
killed  three  on  the  Redgorton  water ;  Mr.  McDonald 
killed  one  on  Luncarty  water,  181b.,  and  the  boatman,  on 
Stanley  water,  one  of  201b.  ;  Mr.  McPherson,  jun.,  killed 
one  of  181b.  on  Findaynote  water.  On  Friday,  Mr. 
Dunlop  killed  two  on  the  Birnam  Hotel  water,  181b. 
and  171b. ;  and  on  Saturday,  one  of  161b.  On  Benhill 
water  Mr.  Ainsworth  killed  one  of  16jlb.  on  Friday,  and 
the  boatman  on  Meikleour,  two,  weighing  401b.  ;  Col. 
Legh  had  one  of  171b.  on  the  Stobhall  water  on  Saturday, 
and  on  Monday  he  had  two,  201b.  and  181b.  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
had  one  of  231b.  on  the  Burnmouth  water ;  Mr.  W. 
Binla.y  killed  one  of  221b.  on  Benchill  water,  and  Col. 
Sanderson  one  of  161b.  on  the  Stanley  water.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  Capt.  Greig  had  one  of  141b.  on  Bertha  water;  and 
on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Ainsworth  killed  one  of  181b.  on  the 
Meikleour  water.  Yesterday  Mr.  Hunter  killed  one  of 
241b.  on  the  Burnmouth  water. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — The  river  is  falling  still,  and,  unless 
rain  comes  shortly,  late  spawning  salmon  will  be 
exposed  in  the  shallow  tributaries  to  poachers.  The 
fisheries  of  Lough  Neagh  having  opened,  however,  -will 
give  more  time  to  the  bailiffs  to  watch  the  river.  Few 
heavy  salmon  are  or  were  observable  this  season,  the 
majority  running  from  121b.  to  131b.,  but  if  wanting  in 
individual  weight  they  made  it  up  in  numbers.  The 
heaviest  salmon  in  the  past  five  years  in  this  river  was 
one  which  weighed  close  on  401b.  It  lay  for  some  time 
below  Cough  village,  where  an  attempt  was  made  to  net 
it  by  some  of  the  cunning  hands.  The  “  baste  ”  broke 
through  three  nets  and  got  up  as  far  as  Clog  Carry, 
where  it  fell  a  victim  to  half  a  dozen  pitchforks  in  a 
shallow.  So  an  old  fisher  told  me  the  o'ther  day. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone). —  The  lower  reaches 
of  the  Tyrone  Avonmore  are  literally  swarming  with 
pike.  While  snipe  shooting  along  the  Tyrone  shores  of 
the  river  one  day  last  week  I  counted  over  forty  brutes 
in  a  short  stretch,  the  water  being  clear  and  the 
sun  shining  at  the  time.  A  judicious  netting  of  the 
river  would  be  of  great  service  to  it.  The  last  spawning 
salmon  are  up,  and,  as  usual,  the  fishers  have  netted  a 
fa.'r  share. — J.  A.  B. 

Bnndrowes. — River  angling  for  salmon  on  this  river 
opened  as  usual  with  the  new  year,  but  owing  to  the 
severe  frost,  which  continued  well  into  the  month,  but 
little  fishing  was  attempted  until  the  past  week,  when 
two  or  three  local  anglers  had  a  try  ;  but  although  a  fair 
number  of  clean-run  fish  were  seen,  nothing  was  done 
except  the  landing  of  a  few  kelt,  which  were  immediately 
returned.  The  water  at  present  is  bank  high,  and  will 
wa  it  a  few  days  fine  weather  to  get  it  into  fishing  order, 

ConnaughL — Nice  mild  weather  now  prevails, 
almost  all  the  snow  being  melted  on  the  hills  and 
lower  mountains,  which  has  caused  a  rise  in  the 
streams,  and  this  in  a  great  measure  has  limited 
the  operations  of  the  poaching  gangs  which  swarm 
over  the  five  counties  of  the  West  of  Ireland.  As 
yet  none  of  the  streams,  except  the  Sligo,  are  open 
to  anglers,  but  a  good  many  open  next  month,  the 
principal  of  which  are  the  Corrib,  Eriff,  Clare,  Robe, 
Cushea,  Ballynahinch,  and  the  Inver,  in  Galway  ;  the 
Owenduff,  Owenmore,  Bunishole,  and  the  Achill  Island 
streams,  in  Mayo  ;  the  Moy,  Easkey,  Drumcliffe, 
Ballisodare,  and  Glencar  Lake,  in  Sligo.  The  Garvogue, 
or  Sligo  river,  opens  on  New  Year’s  Day,  but  compara¬ 
tively  little  is  done  on  those  early  opening  rivers,  and 
it  is  well  advanced  in  the  early  season  before 
good  all-round  angling  is  obtainable,  as  the  cutting 
northerly  winds  and  sharp  frosts  are  against  sport. 
The  spawning  season  on  the  above  streams  was  a  fairly 
good  one,  and  the  number  of  salmon,  white  and  brown 
trout  on  the  redds  were  equal  to  those  of  former  years. 
Ballisodare  was  well  haunted  by  salmon,  and  a  good 
season  is  expected  on  it.  This  river  is  formed  by  the 
conjunction  of  the  Arrow,  which  flows  through  Lough 
Arrow  (a  nice  sheet  of  water  five  miles  in  length  and 
one  in  breadth)  with  the  Owell  and  two  other  small 
streams,  the  river  falling  into  a  southern  arm  of  Sligo 
Bay.  Thirty  years  ago  the  Ballisodare  hardly  hold  a 
salmon,  owing  to  a  series  of  obstructions  in  the  stream 
which  prevented  the  fish  from  ascending.  The  Fishery 
Board  set  to  work  and  made  a  ladder  where  the  river 
falls  over  a  rock  22ft.  in  height  near  the  sea.  A  second 
ladder  was  made  at  the  “  pot  hole,”  a  rook  12ft.  high 
which  barred  the  stream,  and  further  up  athird  ladder  was 
made  at  Coloney  Falls,  where  the  river  dashes  over  a  rock 
more  than  [twenty  feet  high.  The  three  ladders  cost  some 
.£7000,  and  subsequently  the  river  produces  over  15,000 
salmon  annually.  A  hatchery  was  also  formed,  in  which 
provision  is  made  for  the  vivifying  of  about  100,000  ova. 
The  main  stream,  with  the  exception  of  some  seven  or  eight 
miles,  has  no  spawning  beds,  but  the  tributaries  hold  good 
redds.  The  sea-coast  fishing  of  the  past  four  months  was 


indifferent  enough,  but  extensive  preparations  are  being 
made  for  the  spring  fishing  in  the  deep  sea.  New  boats 
of  superior  model  and  improved  construction  are  being 
built,  and,  judging  from  observations  only  known  to  the 
initiated,  the  fishers  anticipate  a  good  time  among  the 
mackerel.  Everywhere  the  approach  of  the  season  is 
being  eagerly  looked  forward  to. — J.  A.  Barlowe. 

Lagan. — The  trout  in  the  upper  sections  of  the  Lagan 
are  reported  to  be  fast  decreasing,  and  probably,  ere  long, 
they  will  enact  the  part  of  the  “  Nine  Little  Niggers,” 
but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  prospects  of  coarse 
fishing  on  the  stream  are  highly  favourable.  Last 
Saturda.Y,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  enthusiastic 
Mr.  F.  j.  Kennedy,  president  North-East  Ulster  Angling 
Club,  and  hon.  sec.  Belfast  Angling  Association,  2149 
perch  were  turned  into  the  Lagan  towards  its  re-stock¬ 
ing,  and  next  Saturday  another  20il0will  be  placed  in  it. 
Only  one  perch  kicked  out  while  en  route  from  its 
original  home,  and  another  was  promptly  “  nabbed”  by 
a  huge  pike,  almost  before  it  was  settled  in  the  water. 
The  re-stocking  has  been  done  by  the  N.E.U.A.C. 

Lougk  Currane  CWaterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  lake  is  now  rising  again,  and  the  probability  is  that 
it  will  be  in  first-class  order  for  the  opening  day  on  the 
1st  prox.  Salmon  are  coming  up  now  in  average  numbers. 
Weather  mild  and  showery. — Thus.  J.  Denneht. 

Lower  and  Upper  Bann.— There  is  a  good  flow  of 
water  in  the  lower  river  just  now,  bnt  the  upper  stream 
is  getting  below  winter  level,  which,  of  course,  offers 
more  facilities  to  poachers.  There  seems  to  be  a  fair 
stock  of  8.  fario  in  the  lower  water  for  the  opening  day 
— 19th  proximo.  Salmon  fishing  practically  does  not 
commence  till  the  middle  of  June.  At  the  Garvagh  Petty 
Sessions,  the  26th  ult.,  a  fellow  named  Young  was  fined 
in  £4  for  having  a  gaff  in  his  possession  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rushbrook  tributary,  or,  in  default,  a  month’s  im¬ 
prisonment.  He  will  probably  refrain  from  carrying 
gaffs  for  the  month,  I  hear. 

Maine  (Co.  Antrim). — The  water  keeps  at  the 
nsual  winter  line.  I  am  sorry  to  record  that  salmon  and 
trout — though  plentiful,  comparatively  speaking,  this 
season — are  not  increasing,  but  the  direct  contrary.  In 
a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  referred  to  the 
poaching  carried  on  over  this  river.  A  project  is  now 
on  foot  for  the  organising  of  an  angling  club  to  better 
preserve  the  river,  and  to  advance  angling.  A  corres¬ 
pondent  writes  :  “  The  Coleraine  Board  is. either  unable 
or  unwilling  (or  perhaps  both)  to  make  any  serious  effort 
to  cope  with  the  poaching  that  is  everywhere  rife.  The 
B.A.A.  has  been  the  means  of  calling  two  other  clubs 
into  existence,  and  I  believe  similar  help  would  be 
granted  to  a  club  established,  say,  at  Ballymena.”  I 
trust  this  will  be  taken  up. 

Mourue  and  Str-ule.— Illegal  takers  of  fish  have 
had  a  rather  hard  time  of  it  on  the  Stride  the  past  week. 
Thanks  to  the  energetic  Mr.  Thomas  McDermott,  who 
last  Monday,  at  the  Omagh  Petty  Sessions,  prosecuted 
Michael  McDevitte,  with  having  an  illegal  device  in  a 
mill-race  for  taking  fish.  Fined  in  £1  and  costs  ;  and  for 
a  like  offence,  William  Judge  was  fined  in  £2.  Mary 
McDevitte  was  fined  in  10s.  for  having  in  her  possession 
a  salmon  ;  and  Robert  Mills  had  to  pay  20s.  and  costs 
for  using  unlawful  means  to  take  salmon  in  a  mill-race  ; 
while  James  McDevitte,  for  aiding  and  abetting  Judge, 
was  fined  in  £2.  This  should  damp  their  poaching 
ardour  for  some  time.  The  promoters  of  the  extension 
petition  intend  to  push  the  matter  hard.  Barring  the 
little  bits  of  poaching  indulged  in,  the  spawning  season 
has  been  a  good  one  on  these  rivers. — I.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Angling  for  salmon 
and  trout  opened  here  on  the  1st  inst. ,  but  owing  to 
recent  rains  the  river  was  out  of  order  for  salmon 
fishing,  being  high  and  dirty.  Trout  anglers  did  pretty 
well  on  the  opening  day  on  the  Bunree  river  and  Lower 
Moy,  getting  nice  baskets  of  sea  trout,  ranging  from 
ten  to  eighteen  fish,  averaging  over  Jib.  On  the  opening 
day  at  the  weirs  (1st  inst.)  they  took  some  very  nice 
bright  clean  fish,  averaging  about  121b.  apiece.  The 
weather  has  been  very  mild  for  nearly  the  whole  month 
of  January,  and  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  many  clean 
fish  come  in  from  sea  in  that  month,  when  the  weather 
is  favourable,  so  that  I  expect  that  a  good  many  springers 
have  gone  past  here  to  the  higher  waters  into  the 
lakes.  Should  the  weather  hold  on  as  mild  as  it  is 
now  (and  with  no  nets  on  in  tidal  waters  till  March  16)  I 
anticipate  fairly  good  sport  with  big  spring  fish  this 
month  of  February.  The  spawning  season  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  has  been  a  very  favourable  one  :  every  bit  of  suit¬ 
able  ground  was  occupied  by  fish.  Very  little  poaching 
has  been  done  during  the  winter  :  indeed,  it  is  not  easy 
for  poachers  to  get  a  chance  of  taking  fish  off  the  redds, 
the  watchers  are  so  thickly  posted  all  over  the  spawning 
grounds.  The  efficient  manager  of  the  Moy  fishery,  Mr. 
George  Shannon,  who  has  got  to  appoint  and  post  the 
watchers  over  nearly  forty  miles  of  spawning  ground, 
had  some  hard  and  dangerous  work  to  do  last  winter, 
but  got  through  it  most  successfully. — Frank  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — The 
angling  season  for  salmon  and  trout  opened  on  the 
Shannon  and  its  tributaries  on  Wednesday.  Owing  to 
the  recent  heavy  rains,  the  river  is  somewhat  too  high 
for  fishing,  for  which  reason  none  of  the  local  fishermen 
have  ventured  out  after  the  salmon.  Fishing  for  trout 
on  the  free  river  above  the  bridge  this  forenoon.  Jack 
Johnson  killed,  with  a  No.  8  Jock  Scot,  a  springer — the 
first  of  the  new  season.  There  are  numbers  of  new  fish 
rising  all  over  the  river,  and  unless  the  elements  inter¬ 
fere,  all  hands  here  look  forward  to  good  sport  during 
the  spring.  The  water  is  only  about  six  inches  too  high, 
but  as  the  sluice-gates  are  nearly  all  raised,  it  will  not 
be  long  running  down.  I  am  very  confident  that  the 
spring  fishing  will  be  very  much  better  than  it  was  last 
year. — S.  J.  Hurley. 
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Whitby  Esk  Fishery  District. — The  licensed  sea 
fishermen  have  elected  Mr.  Freeman  Richardson,  banker, 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Barry,  shipowner,  to  represent  their 
interests  on  the  Whitby  Esk  Fishery  Conservators. 
The  Board  of  Trade  have  confirmed  the  Association’s 
bye-law  for  limiting  the  time  of  taking  trout  from  the 
river. — J.  P.  Jackson. 

Late  Run  of  Autumn  Salmon  in  the  Annan. — 
An  exceptionally  late  migration  of  breeding  salmon  ran 
up  the  River  Annan  on  Saturday.  This  river  has  been 
icebound  for  some  weeks  past,  and  a  good  number  of 
late  spawners,  that  should  have  ascended  to  the  breed¬ 
ing  grounds  at  the  beginning  of  December,  were  unable 
to  get  up  to  the  spawning  beds  owing  to  the  salmon  pass 
at  Annan  bridge  being  blocked  with  ice  a  foot  in  thick¬ 
ness.  The  ice  gave  way  on  Friday  morning  with  the 
thaw,  and  huge  blocks  of  ice  were  carried  down  to  the 
Solway.  Immediately  a  passage  was  made,  the  salmon 
that  had  been  hanging  about  in  the  lower  tidal  waters 
commenced  to  run  to  the  breeding  grounds.  They  were 
noticed  to  be  all  heavy  fish,  and  of  a  deep  red  colour  in 
appearance.  This  is  an  exceedingly  late  migration  of 
fish  to  this  river.  On  Sunday  and  Monday  the  fish  were 
noticed  on  the  redds  busy  laying  down  their  ova,  and 
the  sight  was  watched  with  keen  interest  by  a  number 
of  anglers.  The  water  bailiffs  were  on  the  banks,  and 
took  good  care  that  the  fish  were  not  disturbed  on  the 
beds.  It  is  believed  the  severe  winter  and  the  ice  has 
done  some  injury  to  the  spawning  beds  ;  but,  up  to  the 
time  of  writing,  the  extent  of  the  damage,  if  any,  could 
not  be  ascertained  owing  to  the  water  being  coloured. 
There  were  no  floods  following  the  thaw.— Heather- 
bell. 

London  Anglers  on  the  Hampshire  Stowe. — The 
members  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  Old 
Kent-road,  held  an  interesting  fishing  competition  on 
the  Stowe,  at  Christchurch,  Hampshire,  rn  Thursday 
last,  for  a  silver  challenge  cup,  value  .£15  1.5s.,  the  gift 
to  the  club  cf  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  and  several  other 
prizes.  The  party  had  to  be  up  early,  for  the  train  left 
Waterloo  at  5.50  a.m.,  but  eventually  the  members  and 
their  friends  reached  the  station  in  time,  and  numbered 
altogether  about  forty.  It  was,  of  course,  as  dark  as 
night,  but  the  carriages,  three  of  which  had  been 
reserved,  were  well  lighted,  and  it  was  not  long  before 
card  tables  were  improvised  out  of  fishing  baskets,  nap  | 
and  whist  being  in  full  swing  long  before  suburban  Lon¬ 


don  was  left  behind.  The  express  first  stopped  at  Wey- 
bridge ;  and  Basingstoke,  Winchester,  Southampton 
Water,  and  other  stations  were  also  called  at.  the 
anglers,  after  a  very  pleasant  journey,  reaching  Christ¬ 
church  shortly  before  0  o’clock.  Rain  was  falling,  a 
boisterous  wind  prevailed,  and  the  surroundings  fore¬ 
boded  a  rough  day.  The  river  was,  however,  found  to 
be  in  excellent  condition,  and  most  of  the  anglers  were 
quickly  on  its  banks,  the  water  being  very  conveniently 
placed  for  those  arriving  by  rail.  The  conditions  of  the  ' 
competition  laid  down  that  no  one  was  to  start  fishing 
before  9.30  ;  that  one  rod  only  was  to  be  used  :  that  fish 
were  to  be  taken  from  the  bank  only  ;  and  that  fishing 
was  to  cease  at  4.30.  Messrs.  C.  Newbury  and  A.  Bald’-  ' 
win  (secretary  of  the  club)  decided  to  stand  out  of  the  ; 
competition,  but  to  engage  a  punt  and  try  for  some  of  the  I 
heavy  chub  which  haunt  the  boughs  and  bushes  of  this 
grand  angling  river.  They  were  attended  by  John  ! 
Keene,  jun.,  professional  fisherman,  of  Staines,  who  , 
seemed  as  much  at  home  as  if  he  were  in  his  own  punt 
on  the  Thames.  As  invariably  happens,  however,  the 
fish  specially  designed,  for  capture  proved  to  be  in  any-  ' 
thing  but  a  feeding  humour ;  and  the  largest  chub  taken 
only  went  about  1  ^Jlb.  The  fish  were  quite  off  even  such 
a  luxury  as  pith  and  brains  ;  consequently,  attention  ! 
was  devoted  to  the  roach,  and  with  astonishing  results. 
The  fish  bit  greedily,  and  some  splendid  sport  was  I 
enjoyed  by  the  unsuccessful  chub  fishermen.  Fish  after  ' 
fish— many  of  them  up  to  lib.— were  played  into  the 
landing  net,  and  the  total  bag  of  the  two  anglers  at  the 
end  of  the  day’s  sport  was  over  561b.  When  the  fish  in 
a  sack-bag  were  brought  into  the  Railway  Hotel  they 
created  quite  a  sensation.  The  bank  anglers,  it  was  i 
also  found,  had  been  doing  well,  and  as  they'  arrived 
singly, and  in  twos  and  threes, their  shows  of  fish  were  much  [ 
scrutinized,  enquired  after,  and  admired.  About  five 
o’clock  a  rumour  prevailed  that  one  of  the  members  (Mr. 

J.  Read,  of  Bermondsey),  bad  taken  a  2Hb.  roach,  but  it  ^ 
was  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  fish  was  nearer  21b., 
and,  when  subsequently  scaled  at  the  “  Duke  of  Kent,” 
it  was  found  to  pull  down  the  beam  at  11b.  9Joz.,  and 
was  a  splendid  specimen.  Mr.  Baldwin  took  the  next 
best  fish,  a  roach  of  lib.  Gfoz.  The  competitors  subse¬ 
quently  left  Christchurch  by  the  6.40  express,  and  the 
weighing-in— an  operation  which  occ  ipied  over  an  hour 
—was  commenced  at  about  half-past  ten  at  the  Duke 
of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  the  headquarters  of  the  club. 


i  Mr.  C.  Newbury  as  clerk  of  the  scales,  and  each  com- 
I  petitor’s  fish  were  displayed  on  trays  and  dishes.  There 
I  was,  as  may  be  imagined,  a  splendid  show  of  fish,  and 
the  room  was  crowded  with  anglers  and  other  persons 
anxious  to  survey  the  scene.  Altogether  1651b.  of  fish 
were  on  view,  this  representing  the  total  take  for  the 
day  weighed-in.  A  number  of  the  visitors  did  not  scale 
or  there  must  have  been  even  a  bigger  show.  The 
prizes  could  only  be  taken  by  specimen  fish,  no  gross 
weight  counting,  the  one,  two,  or  three  best  roach  over 
Soz.  to  take  the  silver  cup.  In  the  result  Mr.  R.  Mudd 
secured  the  trophy,  but  he  will  have  to  win  it  three 
times  before  it  becomes  his  absolute  property.  Sub¬ 
joined  are  the  takes  of  fish  as  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  New¬ 
bury  and  Baldwin  (punt  fishing).  541b.  13oz.:  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win,  roach,  lib.  6|oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Read,  201b.  14Joz. :  three 
best  roach,  31b.  Soz. ;  best  roach,  11b.  9|oz. ;  Mr.  R. 
Shonfeld,  i91b.  13oz. ;  three  best  roach,  21b.  15Joz. ; 
Mr.  Grace,  181b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  R.  Mudd,  141b.  5ioz.  ;  three 
best  roach,  31b.  8§oz. ;  best  roach,  11b.  6Joz. ;  Mr. 
Davis,  101b.  15ioz. :  three  best  roach,  31b.  6:ioz.  ;  Mr. 
W.  J.  Crisp.  81b.  8joz.  (pike  and  roach) ;  best  roach, 
11b.  1  joz.  ;  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  81b.  4Joz. ;  three  best 
roach,  21b.  2Joz. ;  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett,  61b.  ;  three  best 
roach.  31b.  2oz.  :  and  Mr.  Brown  (visitor),  three  roach, 
31b.  7Joz.  The  prize  winners  were:  1.  Mr.  Mudd, 
silver  cup  and  jewel,  value  ,£1  Is.  ;  2.  Mr.  J.  Read, 
10s.  6d.  ;  3.  Mr.  IV.  F.  Grimmett,  10s.  6d.  Mr.  J.  Read 
took  the  prize  for  the  best  specimen  roach,  and  Mr. 
Brown  won  the  visitors’  prize.  We  should  add  that 
the  outing  was  of  a  most  successful  character,  and  the 
arrangements  in  connection  with  it  were  admirably 
carried  out  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  secretary  of  the  club. 


Holloway  s  Ointment  and  Pills. — Shortness  of  Breath.  Coughs, 
and  Colds. — Thousands  of  testimonials  can  be  produced  to  prove 
the  power  possessed  by  these  corrective  remedies  in  cases  of 
asthma,  incipient  consumption  and  all  disorders  of  the  chest  and 
lungs.  The  Ointment,  well  rubbed  upon  the  chest  and  back, 
penetrating  the  skin,  is  absorbed  and  carried  directly  to  the  lungs, 
where,  in  immediate  contact  with  the  whole  mass  of  circulattng 
blood,  it  neutralises  or  expels  those  impurities,  which  are  the 
foundation  of  consumption,  asthma,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and 
similar  complaints.  On  the  appearance  of  the  first  consumptive 
symptoms  the  back  and  chest  of  the  patient  should  be  fomented 
with  warm  brine,  dried  with  a  coarse  cloth,  and  Holloway’s  Oint¬ 
ment  then  well  rubbed  in.  Its  absorption  will  subdue  advancing 
symptoms,  and  baffle  this  formidable  foe. 


Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
EXCHANGE,,  COLUMN 

Fisliings  Required,  Yacancies  for 
Rods,  Situations,  &c. 

Advertisements  inserted  in  this  s.  d 
Column,  20  words  (per  Insertion)  1  0 

Ditto . (Three  insertions)  2  6 

Over  20  Words,  not  exceeding  30  1  6 
Advertisements  can  not  be  received  later  tfwm  9  o.m. 
on  Fridays. 

N.B. — These  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  or 
they  will  not  be  Inserted. 


A  NGLING. — On  the 'WYE. — Good-sized 
j  Furnished  HOL'SE  to  be  LET  for 
j  three  months  ;  two  servants  and  gardener 
I  left.  Capital  Salmon  and  Trout  fishing. — 
!  “  G.  C.,”  Glanrhos,  Rhayader,  Wales. 

SPORTSMEN. — Young  Man  of  good 
I  appearance  and  well  educated,  bred 
to  sport,  an  excellent  fly-tyer  and  experi¬ 
enced  in  Shooting,  Angling,  and  Boating, 
wishes  SITUATION  as  GENTLEMAN’S 
SERVANT  or  ATTENDANT.— Recom¬ 
mended  by  William  Murdoch,  Banker, 
20,  Fountainhall-road,  Aberdeen,  who 
will  answer  inquiries. 


FOR  LOVERS  OF  DOGS  AND  HORSES 


NOW  READY',  FIFTH  AND  CHEAPER  EDITION. 

A  FAMOUS  FOX-HUNTER. 

REMINISCENCES  of  the  LATE  THOMAS  ASSHETON  SMITH,  Esq.; 
Or,  The  PURSUITS  of  an  ENGLISH  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 

By  Sir  JOHN  E.  EARDLEY-WILMOT,  Bart. 


JFENLEY'  -  ON  -  THAMES.  —  Fishing 
made  Comfortable. — Gentleman,  un¬ 
fortunately  unable  to  occupy  his  House¬ 
boat  himself,  but  leaving  good  man-servant 
on  board,  would  LET  it  cheap  until 
Easter.  In  February  roach  are  “  well  on  ” 
in  Thames. — Apply  •  B.  A.,”  67,  Brondes- 
hury-villas,  N.W. 

/T^UDGEON  WANTED,  in  quantities 
of  not  less  than  200 ;  cans  found. 
—Price-  to  Gudgeon,  care  of  Fishing 
Gazette. 


'T'O  LET,  SPRING  ANGLING  on  the 
Ythan,  Aberdeenshire  ;  Ellon  Castle 
water  ;  bank  and  boat  fishing. — Apply  H. 
Macdonald,  Ellon  Ca.stle. _ 

^PROUT  FRY'  ( Houghton  Strain),  25s.  pe- 
1000. — Apply  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Wickham, 
12.  St.  Thomas-street,  Winchester.  (Pre¬ 
paid  orders  supplied  first). 

^0  LET.— Spring  SALMON  FISHING 
on  the  Dee  :  boat  of  four  miles. — 
Apply  to  Mr.  Mann,  Mann’s  Hotel, 
Aberdeen. 

GOOD  ROOM  to  LET. — Apply  at  the 
“  Three  Compasses,”  23,  Orchard- 
street,  Portman-square,  W. — Proprietor, 
S.  Galloway. 

X?  IY  ER  LATHKILL.--A  limited  number 
of  two  and  three-year-old  fario  trout ; 
very  good  fish.  —  Stephenson-Peach, 
Repton,  Burton-on-Trent. 


A  NGLING.— Good  SALMON  FISH- 
ING,  about  six  miles  on  the  Tay. 
Boat  and  boatmen  by  the  day,  week,  or 
season,  from  Jan.  15. — Apply  E.  Cesari, 
Bernam  Hotel,  Dunkeld  Station. 

“  TRAOfMD^ 

Advertlsementa  Inserted  in  this  Ooltimn  at  a 
charge  (prepaid)  of  2/6  per  Inch,  and  pro  rata. 
Minimum  Oharge,  2/6. 

IILUE  GAME  EGGS. — A  few  sittings 
only,  of  13  at  lOs.  6d.  ;  a  sample  case 
of  hackles  sent  for  selection.  Also  Fly- 
tiers’  wax,  varnish,  and  natural  colour 
furs,  well  mixed.  Price  on  application. — 
Rowe,  Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  Barnstaple. 

T?  AST  INDIAN  CANES.— Just  received, 
a  special  consignment,  choice,  for 
Rod  Makers  and  others.  Price  from 
Is.  3d.  to  2s.  6d.  Over  2000  to  choose 
from.  Also  every  variety  of  materials 
for  fly  makers,  amateurs,  and  others. 
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Golden  Pheasant,  &c.,  in  endless  variety. — 
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ATERIALS  for  FLY-DRESSING.— 
NATURAL  Dun,  &c.,  Hackles  ; 
British  and  Foreign  Bird  Skins  and 
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T.  Williams,  Practical  Fly  Dresser,  Ac., 
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T  OCH  NAY'ER,  Sutherland.— SALMON 
FISHING. — To  LET,  one  Boat  (two  j 
rods  allowed )  on  thi.s  favourite  Loch,  from  ! 
Jan.  12  to  May  15,  1893.  Terms  for  whole 
season,  c640  ;  or  for  January  £5,  February  ! 
^10,  March  £112,  April  ,£12,  May  ^£6. 
Hotel  on  Loch  side. — Apply  John  Box,  | 
Tongue,  Sutherland. 
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THE  SCIENTIFIC  EDUCATION  OF  DOGS  FOR  THE  GUN. 

By  H.  H.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  68. 

“  The  book  will  be  valuable  for  reference,  and  a  handsome  addition  to  the 
library.” — Sportsman. 

”  Brimful  of  powerful,  practical  teaching,  and  bristling  with  hints,  instruction 
and  information  on  the  subject  of  training  dogs  to  the  gun.” — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

“  The  hook  is  an  invaluable  acquisition  to  the  sportsman’s  library,  as  it  is  full 
crammed  full,  of  most  practical  hints  and  sensible  advice.  We  strongly  recommend 
this  book  to  dog  lovers.’’ — Shooting  Times. 

“  Kennel  and  kennel  management  and  the  breaking  and  training  of  sporting  dogs 
are  the  subjects  which  ‘  H.  H.’  discusses  with  an  abundant  equipment  of  practical 
knowledge.” — County  Gentleman  . 

THE  RACEHORSE:  How  to  Buy,  Traill,  and  Eun  Him.  By 

Lieutenant-Colonel  YY'arburton,  R.E.  Illustrated.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

“  YY'e  could  wish  that  everyone  who  writes  on  racing  and  racehorses  had  the 
knowledge  and  experience  Colonel  YY'arburton  has  picked  up  in  many  climes  and 
climates.  He  traces  the  yearling  from  the  sale-ring  to  the  racecourse.” — YY'orld. 

THE  PYTCHLEY  HUNT,  PAST  AND  PRESENT:  Its 

History  from  its  Foundation  to  the  Present  Day.  With  Personal  Anecdotes 
and  Memoirs  of  the  Masters  and  Principal  Members.  By  H.  O.  Nethercote 
Esq.,  fifty  years  a  Member  of  this  famous  Hunt.  Illustrated  by  authorised 
Portraits,  including  Portrait  of  the  Author.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  8s.  6d. 

HOW  TO  TELL  THE  AGE  OF  THE  HORSE.  20  Coloured 

Plates,  and  Directions,  in  a  neat  cloth  pocket  case.  Price  23.  6d. 

The  Colonel  of  one  of  our  best  regiments  writes  as  follows  to  the  publishers: 
“  Several  brother  officers  to  whom  I  have  shown  the  little  book  illustrating  the  ago 
of  horses  are  anxious  to  possess  a  copy,  so  that  I  am  writing  to  ask  you  to  be 
good  enough  to  send  me  six  copies.” 

Com2'>lete  Catalogue  of  Publications  post  free  on  application. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  LIMITED,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 
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THE  SPRING  SALMON  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

AS  THEY  ARE. 

{Continued  from  page  70.) 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


Unlike  those  of  Tweed,  Tay,  Spey,  North  Esk, 
Ac.,  proprietors  of  Dee  fishings,  to  their  credit  be 
it  told,  have  not  been  wanting  in  that  enterprise 
which  tends  to  maintain,  nay  more,  enhance, 
productiveness.  In  consequence  the  Dee  is  to  all 
parties  concerned  as  paying  as  ever,  if  not  more 
so,  while  for  angling  during  the  spring  months  it 
is  unquestionably,  taken  as  a  whole,  much  the 
most  productive  river  in  the  whole  kingdom. 
Seldom  does  it  yield  fewer  than  five  thousand 
spring  fish  to  the  rod,  and  in  years  not  long  gone 
by  the  total  has  been  known  to  run  up  as  high  as 
from  six  to  eight  thousand.  If  treated  on  the 
lines  I  have  previously  suggested  and  recom¬ 
mended,  Tweed,  Tay,  and  Spey,  which  all  have  a 
greater  body  and  extent  of  water,  ought  to,  and 
no  doubt  soon  would,  be  equally  excellent  in 
respect  of  their  yield  of  fish  to  the  rod  during 
the  spring  months. 

Many  years  ago  now,  an  association  was  formed 
on  the  Dee,  named  the  Dee  Salmon  Fishery 
Improvement  Association,  which  had  for  its 
object  the  leasing  of  net  fishings,  commencing  at 
Banchory-Ternan,  nineteen  miles  from  the  sea 
(above  which  point  there  were  no  nets),  and  going 
downward  as  far  as  the  funds  of  the  association 


would  permit.  This  association  have  gradually 
extended  their  operations  as  the  netting  leases 
expired,  till  now  they  have  leased  the  netting  and 
removed  the  river  nets  at  every  station  from 
Banchory  Ternan  down  to  within  about  a  mile  of 
the  tideway.  Steadily  since  this  plan  of  im- 
Drovement  commenced  the  angling  has  become 
better.  Of  course,  much  fewer  nets  have  been 
fishing,  but  they  also,  taking  the  average  of  the 
seasons,  have  secured  a  greater  catch  of  fish  than 
previously  was  obtained  by  the  whole  far  greater 
number.  This  demonstrates,  as  plainly  as 
possible,  what  wonderful  improvement  by  fol¬ 
lowing  so  good  an  example,  the  proprietors  of 
Tay,  Tweed,  Spey,  North  Esk,  &c.,  could  secure, 
and  how  wonderfully  paying  to  them  the  result 
of  such  properly  directed  enterprise  would  prove. 

The  Dee  is  very  early,  indeed  it  may  be  affirmed 
that,  the  Tay  excepted,  it  eclipses  entirely  all  the 
Scotch  rivers  in  point  of  numbers  of  spring 
fish  to  ascend  in  the  months  of  January  and 
February.  During  a  mild  winter  its  run  of  small 
springers,”  which  commences  in  December,  is 
found  to  be  very  strong  in  the  month  of  January, 
and  in  strength  it  increases  in  February,  during 
which,  with  the  water  in  sufficient  volume,  the 
bead  of  fish  to  push  inland  is  usually  something 
sxtraordinary,  but  on  the  11th  of  the  month,  the 
netting  in  the  tideway  and  at  the  few  remaining 
stations  on  the  river  commences,  after  which  time 
but  few  fish  succeed  in  running  past  every  net 
except  when  the  water  is  very  high.  Weekly, 
however,  there  is  the  thirty-six  hours  slap,  which 
permits  of  a  free  run  and  feeds  the  angling 
reaches  with  a  supply — relays  of  fresh-run  fish. 
As  will  be  understood,  the  bulk  of  the  fish  that 
take  to  the  river  during  the  slap,  succeed  in 
making  the  inland  passage.  With  only  one  mile 
to  run  until  they  get  past  all  the  netting  stations, 
this  distance  thej'  soon  travel ;  hence  it  is  that  all 
except  those  that  may  quit  the  tideway  about  an 
hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  before  the  netting 
commences  at  six  o’clock  on  Monday  morning 
succeed  in  getting  away  up  river  to  afford  sport 
to  anglers,  and  those  uncaught  of  them  to  gradu¬ 
ally  work  forward  to  the  farthest  inland  spawning 
reaches  of  the  river,  which  in  due  time  they 
reach,  and  which  as  a  rule,  are  fully  stocked  by 
them  in  the  breeding  season. 

On  the  Dee  there  is  further  commendable  enter¬ 
prise  to  be  noted,  in  that  it  has  a  hatchery  of 
immense  capacity,  which  is  an  additional  aid  to 
the  up-keep  of  the  river’s  productiveness,  and  to 
the  maintenance  of  which  pretty  much  the  same 
proprietors  as  form  the  Improvement  Association 
are  the  principal  contributors. 

There  is,  unfortunately,  one  great  abuse  to  the 
Dee  fishery,  which,  to  an  extent  that  can  scarcely 
be  estimated,  is  hurtful  to  the  angling  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  the  season ,  from  Feb.  II  to 
Aug.  26.  This  is  the  “  horse  ”  net  which  is  inside 
the  new  breakwa’er,  and  which,  even  without  the 
leader,  fishes  very  effectively,  in  consecjnenoe  of 
the  breakwater  proving  a  leader  to  it  of  the  most 
efficient  description.  The  leader  is  always  out 
during  the  weekly  slap.  Nevertheless,  out  of  this 
net  on  Monday  morning,  immense  numbers  of 
fish  are  taken.  Any  one  who  may  pass  along  the 
breakwater  on  Sunday  will,  if  the  weather  is 
bright,  and  provided  the  water  is  not  rough,  see 
numbers  of  fish  struggling  in  this  net.  And  it  is 
no  unusual  thing  on  a  Monday  morning  for  many 
hundreds  of  fish  to  be  taken  out  at  six  o’clock  by 
the  net  fishers  before  they  fix  their  leader.  A 
strong  north  wind  prevailing  during  Sunday 
drives  the  fish  right  into  it,  and  occasions  have 
been  when  in  one  morning  the  netters  have  taken 
out  over  one  thousand  fish,  all  illegally  caught, 
and  this— think  of  it— all  out  of  a  net  that  should 
not  have  caught  one. 

Mr.  Archibald  Young,  late  Inspector  of  Scotch 
Salmon  Fisheries,  in  his  first  annual  report  to 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  being  for  the 
year  ending  December,  1882,  comments  upon  the 
“  horse  ”  net  thus  :  “  At  present  the  Dee  has  no 
estuary — the  old  estuary  having  been  enclosed  by 
the  extension  of  the  harbour  works,  and  there  is 
now  a  bag-net  immediately  witbin  the  new  break¬ 
water,  which  serves  the  purpose  of  a  leader  to  it.  By 
a  bye-law,  which  took  effect  from  7th  March,  1865, 
^he  estuary  of  the  Dee  was  declared  to  be  ‘  a  por- 
ion  of  a  circle  of  400  yards  radius  to  be  drawn 
rom  a  centre,  placed  mid- way  between  tbe  outer- 
nost  point  of  the  north  pier  and  the  outermost 
loint  of  the  breakwater,  and  continued  shore- 


wards  by  tangents  to  the  circle  drawn  to  the 
nearest  point  of  the  shore  of  the  respective  sides 
of  the  river  at  high-water  mark  of  equinoctial 
spring  tides.’  But  the  points  mentioned  in  this 
bye-law  no  longer  exist.  The  breakwater  therein 
mentioned  has  been  pulled  down,  and  a  new  one 
erected  so  much  farther  seaward  as  to  be  beyond 
the  old  estuary  limit,  and  the  point  of  the  north 
pier  has  also  been  carried  many  hundred  feet 
farther  east  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  new 
breakwater.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  in  fair¬ 
ness  to  the  river  proprietors,  a  new  estuary 
should  be  fixed  for  the  Dee,  measured  from 
the  present  outermost  points  of  the  north 
pier  and  of  the  new  breakwater,  and  pro¬ 
viding  that  the  extension  of  the  estuary 
shall  keep  pace  with  the  extension  seawards  of 
these  two  points.  There  is,  unfortunately,  no 
power  to  do  this  under  the  existing  Acts,  and, 
therefore,  in  any  new  Act  provision  should  bo 
made  that  the  Secretary  of  State  should  have 
power,  on  the  petition  of  the  majority  of  a 
District  Board,  or,  where  no  District  Board 
exists,  on  the  petition  of  a  majority  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  salmon  fishings  in  a  district,  to  alter 
and  amend  estuary  lines  after  inquiry  and  on 
cause  shown.” 

The  Dee  has  over  sixty  miles  of  spring  angling 
water,  along  the  whole  of  which,  some  time  or 
other,  from  February  to  June  inclusive,  sport  is 
obtained— from  middling  to  first  rate,  according 
to  the  beats  and  the  time  of  the  season. 


^cofd)  iXofcs. 


By  Mac. 


To  the  rod,  and  in  too  many  cases  the  net  also, 
there  are  now  open  of  the  principal  salmon  rivers 
of  Scotland,  that  afford  spring  salmon  angling 
worthy  of  the  name,  the  following,  to  wit :  Tweed, 
Teith,  Tay  and  Tummel,  Dee,  Spey,  G-arry,  Beauly, 
Conon  and  Black  water,  Oarron,  Oykel,  Cassley 
and  Shin,  Brora  and  Blackwater,  Helmsdale, 
Thurso,  Forss,  Halladale,  Naver,  Borgie,  Oarron, 
Ewe,  Lochy,  Spean  and  Awe-Orchy.  While  with 
conditions  wholly  favouring  it,  the  angling  will 
be  good  over — or  in  parts  of — quite  a  number  of 
those  rivers  presently,  it  will,  on  the  other  hand, 
not  be  of  great  account  on  a  number  of  others 
for  a  considerable  time  to  come.  The  only  rivers 
that  open  after  to-day,  and  which  have  lots  of 
spring  fish  native  to  them,  are  the  North  and 
South  Esks.  All  the  rest,  to  the  number  of  about 
forty,  have  no  spring  angling  for  salmon,  and  but 
few  spring  salmon  appearing  on  their  coast.  To¬ 
day  some  naturally  early  salmon  rivers,  quite 
famous  for  their  number  of  spring  salmon,  in¬ 
cluding  Don,  Deveron,  and  Spey,  open  for  rod 
and  net  fishing  ;  but,  though  vast  numbers  o£  fish 
have  already  pushed  in  to  them  from  the  sea, 
there  yet  will  be  no  angling  on  them,  for  the  rea¬ 
son  that  the  nets  will  sweep  out,  almost  wholesale, 
the  stock  (already  run)  which  are  forward  to  and 
have  not  been  able  to  get  beyond  those  confounded 
obstructions — cruives  and  dykes — which  are  the 
bane  of  these  fisheries. 


On  all  the  salmon  fisheries  of  the  far  north 
that  opened  to  the  rods  last  month  anglers  have 
now  scored.  The  drawing  of  the  first  blood  was 
long  delayed — nothing  being  done  until  about  a 
fortnight  after  the  opening  day— in  consequence 
of  frost  and  ice.  _ _ 


Although  the  thunder  loud  may  roar, 

It  may  but  thunder  and  pass  o’er. 

Would  that  this  may  prove  the  case  soon ;  there 
is  need  indeed.  It  is  pretty  freely  stated  in  well 
informed  circles  that  the  members  of  the  present 
Fishery  Board  of  Scotland  are  already  at  sixes 
and  sevens.  Brushes  are  reported  as  of  frequent 
occurrence,  and  always  it  comes  about  that  some 
one  much  given  to  peace  has  to  pour  oil  on  the 
troubled  waters.  The  bickerings  in  the  last 
board,  I  think,  should  have  served  as  a  warning 
to  the  present  board  to  carry  on  a  calm  sough. 
So  long  as  rancorous  hitting  goes  on  there  is  poor 
prospect  of  very  much  useful  work  being  accom¬ 
plished.  The  board  have  an  immense  field  to 
attend  and  do  justice  to  ;  and  this  at  least  is  cer- 
tain — they  could  gain  for  themselves  a  good  name 
and  much  credit  by  tackling,  in  an  earnest  ana 
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thoroughly  intelligent  manner,  the  several  matters 
relating  to  the  salmon  and  sea  fisheries  that  im¬ 
peratively  call  for  their  attention. 


With  a  good  running  water  and  under  other 
conditions  seemingly  favourable,  the  Tweed 
salmon  season  opened  fully  the  other  day.  The 
F  loors  Castle  Water,  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe’s 
celebrated  fishery— the  cream  of  the  Tweed  for 
salmon  angling— has  been  let  to  Mr.  Perkins. 


Tiie  salmon  disease  was  observed  months  ago 
in  Tweed,  but  to  all  concerned  it  is  matter  of 
gratification  that  up  to  date  this  winter  it  has 
proved  not  nearly  so  terrible  in  its  ravaores  as 
usual. 


Dumfries  anglers  are  going  ahead  as  only 
stout  ^  Borderers  can.  The  Dumfries  Angling 
Association  has  been  converted  into  a  Limited 
Liability  Company,  and,  with  more  funds,  splendid 
work  is  likely  to  be  done  by  it.  The  Association 
has  leased  the  Lotus  Loch,  which  will  soon  be 
stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout,  which,  no  doubt, 
will  do  well  in  it,  since  nearly  all  its  previous 
predacious  tenants — hundreds  of  pike — have 
been  slaughtered  to  enable  them  the  better  to 
make  headway.  _ 

Very  great  numbers  of  fish  have  lately  been 
pushing  over  the  fords  of  the  Ness  holding  on 
their  way  up  that  river  to  get  to  Loch  Ness, 
whence  (having  plenty  water  with  breezes  down 
the  loch)  they  will  not  be  long  in  reaching  the 
river  Oich  and  the  much  more  celebrated  salmon 
angling  Loch  Oich,  which,  no  doubt,  they  will  all 
stay  in  for  some  time  before  ascending  that  grand 
sporting  river  the  Garry,  which  is  by  far  the  best 
spring  salmon  river  to  the  rod  in  Inverness-shire. 


‘•G.  M.  M.,”  our  Deeside  correspondent,  writes  : 
— '•  In  view  of  the  railway  rates  agitation,  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  there  is  no  difference  as  far  as 
concerns  the  carriage  of  game  and  salmon  which 
are  forwarded  per  mail  train.  For  any  South  of 
England  station,  except  Jersey  and  the  Channel 
Islands,  and  some  stations  in  Wales,  the  rates  for 
forwarding  salmon  are  the  same  as  formerly.  A 
salmon  of  say  61b  ,  plus  case  21b.,  equals  81h.,  under 
!>lb.  costs,  per  parcel  post.  Is.  3d. ;  101b.,  Is.  J^d. ; 
111b.,  Is.  6d.  This  is  the  maximum.  For  small 
fish  the  parcel  post  offers  the  best  and  most 
economical  facilities.  Sir  Herbert  Lewis  has 
taken  a  lease  of  the  Coramonty  Water  for  the 
first  two  months,  in  addition  to  the  Borrowstone 
fishings.  Lord  D’Arcy  Osborne  has  again  taken 
the  Cambus  O’May.  He  did  fairly  well  there 
last  spring,  but  had  nothing  like  the  score  run  up 
by  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough  in  the  spring 
of  ’91.  The  fine  sporting  estate  of  Thornton 
Castle,  Kincardineshire,  has  been  sold  by  Mr. 
Crombieto  Dr.  Thornton,  Dundee,  for  £30,000. 
Ihe  castle  has  been  lately  altered  and  enlarged. 
It  dates  from  the  16th  century.  The  shootings 
(partridge)  are  the  best  in  the  county,  and  the 
troiit-fishing  excellent.  The  North  Esk  is  drawn 
upon  for  salmon  angling  when  wanted.  Floods 
at  the  most  opportune  moment,  fully  three 
weeks  of  fine  drawing  waters,  a  fine  head 
of  spring  fish  in  the  various  pools — what 
better  auspices  could  be  desired  ?  And  these  are 
the  favourable  conditions  under  which  the  season 
of  93  opens  on  the  Dee  to-day.  During  the 
past  three  weeks,  but  more  especially  the  first 
two  of  them,  spaYvning  has  been  vigorously  going 
on.  John  Harper,  Dess,  and  Old  William  Black- 
laws  coincide  in  saying  that  they  never  remember 
seeing  so  many  fish  on  the  redds  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  Every  day  since  the  floods  began  to 
subside  the  water  bailiffs  have  been  busy  bringing 
to  the  bank  dead  fish — all  spent,  and  mostly 
fungoid.  Several  hundreds  have  been  disposed 
of  during  the  past  fortnight.  Professor  Cosar 
Ewart,  Edinburgh  University,  has  again  been 
retained  by  the  Aberdeenshire  County  Council 
to  give  another  course  of  fishery  lectures  amono' 
the  fisherfolk  in  East  Aberdeenshire.  A  rathe^r 
serious  attack  was  made  on  two  water  bailiffs  by 
five  poachers,  whom  they  came  upon  at  Benzie’s 
pool,  on  the  Don,  on  F’riday  night.  The  poachers 
got  clear  off,  and  the  police  are  now  on  their  track. 

I  his  is  another  instance  of  the  want  of  caution  on 
the  part  of  the  bailiffs.  How  could  two  rustics 
more  probably  ex-ploughmen  than  anything  else’ 


think  to  tackle  five  experienced  desperadoes  like 
salmon  poachers,  caught  red-handed,  and  with 
the  consequences  of  subsequent  proceedings  in 
bold  relief  before  them.  They  seem  to  have 
courted  the  rough  handling  they  got.  Gudgeon 
by  the  thousand  have  arrived  in  Deeside  for  the 
opening  day.  The  news  is  sickening  in  the 
extreme.” 


“A.  H.”  says:  “The  extensive  repairs  to 
Strathmore  Lodge,  on  the  Thurso,  have  been 
pushed  on  rapidly  since  the  good  weather  set  in. 
It  is  fully  expected  that  all  will  be  finished  by 
April  1,  when  the  anglers  will  occupy  the  lodge, 
transferring  their  quarters  thence  from  Brawl 
Castle,  to  be  handy  for  Loch  More.  The  Thurso 
has  been  falling  steadily  for  the  last  fortnight;  it 
13  now  very  low  indeed,  for  the  time  of  year,’  so 
that  only  the  deep  pools  are  worth  fishing ;  a 
little  rain  spate  would  do  a  lot  of  good.  The  line 
was  tightened  in  a  fresh-run  fish  on  Wednesday, 
the  1st  inst.,  when  the  river  was  tried  for  the  first 
time  this  year.  One  angler  only  has  been  out, 
and  he  was  again  successful  on  Saturday,  killing 
a  new-run  fish  of  91b.  There  has  been  a  fair  run 
of  fish,  and,  owing  to  the  favourable  temperature 
of  the  water,  a  good  many  of  them  have  pushed 
up  to  the  higher  beats.  The  reluctance  of  kelts 
to  take  the  fly  is  remarkable.” 


^  McBouxcer  writes :  “  Perhaps  a  selection  of 
Gaelic  proverbs  bearing  upon  fish  and  fishing 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  a  number  of  whom  annually 
visit  the  Highlands.  As  might  be  expected 
of  a  people  who  are  ardent  sportsmen  on  land 
and  water,  the  Highlanders  have  founded  hun¬ 
dreds  of  their  ‘  wise  sayings  ’  on  matters  re¬ 
lating  to  sport,  and  fishing  comes  in  for  its 
own  share.  ‘  Am  fear  a  theid  a  gnath  mach 
le  lion  gheibh  e  iasg  naireigin.’  ‘  He  who  goes 
out  regularly  with  his  net  ivlll  get  a  fish  some¬ 
time.’  The  meaning  of  this  is  obvious,  and  the 
moral  applies,  of  course,  to  rods  as  well  as  to  nets. 
Against  this  we  have  ‘A  t-iasg  a  chriomas  gach 
boiteag  theid  a  ghlac  naireigin,’  The  fish  which 
nibbles  every  bait  will  he  caught  some'iine.  The 
truth  of  this  is  often — too  often — exemplified,  not 
only  in  the  subaqueous  affairs  of  the  finny  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  deep,  but  in  all  mundane  affairs, 
as  many  a  man  has  found  out  to  his  cost  when  it 
was  too  late.  ‘  N-uair  bhios  na  sgadain  mu 
thuath,  bith  Ruadhraidh  mu  dheas,’  When 
herring  are  in  the  North,  Rory  (or  Roderick )  is  in 
the  South.  The  pawky  humour  of  this  proverb 
combined  with  its  appositeness  is  very  rich.  Who 
Rory  was,  when  he  flourished,  or  where  he  lived 
we  do  not  know,  but  he  is  the  representative  of  a 
numerous  class  of  luckless  individuals  of  the 
present  day.  Poor  Rory,  the  herring  fisher, 
striving  to  steer  southward  against  adverse 
vvinds,  perhaps,  while  the  herring  at  the  same 
time  are  moving  northward  in  shoals,  depicts  the 
industrious,  ambitious  man  who,  through  want  of 
foresight  or  ignorance  misses  the  mark  in  the 

battle  of  life . Although  the  close  time  for 

rods  on  the  Naver  expired  on  the  11th  ult  ,  nothing 
has  yet  been  done,  but  a  start  in  salmon  angling 
is  expected  to  be  made  this  week.  At  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  season  the  river  was  ice-bound,  but  for 
the  past  ten  days  or  so  the  weather  all  over  the 
North  of  Scotland  has  been  all  that  could  ne 
wished,  and  more  than  could  be  expected  so  early 
in  the  season,  being  bright,  dry,  and  exceedingly 
mild.  The  blasting  operations  carried  on  last 
year  on  the  Upper  Fall  of  the  River  Cassley,  with 
the  view  of  enabling  fish  to  reach  the  splendid 
spawning-ground  beyond  have  so  far  proved 
fruitless,  for,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  not  a 
single  fish  has  been  able  to  surmount  the  Fall. 
Blasting  will  be  resumed  this  coming  summer 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  well-known 
pisciralturist,  Mr.  MacNicol,  of  Uighfield,  Tain, 
who  is  confident  that  the  scheme  can  be  success¬ 
fully  accomplished.  Should  that  be  so  the  salmon 
angling  on  the  Cassley  will  undergo  an  immense 
improvement.” 


S.YYS  our  Spey  correspondent: — “Since  writing 
my  river  report  the  weather  has  remained  open 
and  the  river  kept  in  splendid  volume  for  fish 
ascending.  This  favourable  state  of  matters  has 
naturally  very  much  enhanced  the  prospects  for 
the  opening  day  (IJth),  and  although  the  pro¬ 


longed  severe  winter  must  have  very  materially 
interfered  with  the  run  of  clean  fish  to  the  upper 
pools,  the  prospects  on  the  lower  reaches  are 
really  encouraging.  In  consequence  of  the  late 
protracted  period  of  frost,  such  a  large  number 
of  late  spawners  have  not  been  seen  for  very 
many  years.  There  is,  however,  a  compensation 
even  in  this,  from  the  fact  that  a  great  portion  of 
the  season’s  spawn  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  injured  or  destroyed  altogether  by  the  frost 
and  ice,  has  thus  been  preserved.  As  to  the 
nuisance  which  will  accrue  from  the  presence  of 
kelts  later  into  the  season  than  usual,  anglers 
will  just  have  to  ‘grin  and  bear.’  If  the  report 
that  Lord  Elgin  is  likely  to  be  appointed  to  the 
Governorship  of  New  South  Wales  turn  out  to  bo 
well  founded,  an  excellent  beat  on  the  Spey  will, 
in  all  probability,  fall  to  be  sub-let.  His  lordship 
at  present  leases  from  Lady  Seafield  the  beautiful 
seat  of  Easter  Elchies  with  the  shooting  and  fish- 
ing.  The  Observer,  in  referring  to  the  report, 
says,  ‘  It  is  an  open  secret  that  Lord  Elgin  has 
been  purposely  kept  out  of  office  in  the  present 
administration,  in  order  that  he  might  be  given  a 
good  colonial  appointment.  It  may  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  Lord  Elgin,  as  the  nephew  of  Lady 
Augu.sta  Stanley,  has  been  intimate  with  Royalty 
all  tiis  life,  and  is  a  persona  grata  with  Her 
Majesty.’  ”  ^ 


(JuR  Fort  Augustus  correspondent  writes  : 
“  The  waters  of  Garry,  Oich,  and  Loch  Ness  are 
still  in  good  flood ;  and  as  there  is  all  appearance 
of  a  continuance  of  wet  weather,  the  prospects  are 
still  good,  as  far  as  the  condition  of  the  water  is 
concerned.  Even  should  we  have  no  more  rain 
for  ten  days  the  rivers  will  be  in  fishing  trim  for 
a  fortnight  at  the  least.  The  Lovat  Arms  have  a 
few  rods  let,  and  I  hear  that  there  are  two  gentle¬ 
men  going  to  stay  at  Invermoriston  Hotel.  Quite 
a  number  of  fish  were  seen  lately  at  the  head  of 
Loch  Ness,  and  as  they  are  stiff  of  running  river 
Oich  in  water  of  as  low  temperature  as  it  is  at 
present,  the  prospects  for  Loch  Ness  anglers  are 
still  very  good.”  _ 


Within  the  last  two  months,  trawlers  from  the 
Port  of  Aberdeen  have  brought  in  eight  specimens 
of  the  small  red  fish  known  as  the  Norwegian 
haddock  {Sebastes  viviparous).  Four  were  got  one 
day  in  December,  1892,  one  about  a  month  ago, 
and  three  this  week.  They  were  all  caught  to 
the  east  of, Aberdeen,  about  120  miles  off,  between 
the  coast  and  the  Great  Fisher  Bank.  According 
to  Mr.  George  Sim,  A.L.S.,  naturalist,  who 
secured  the  specimens  in  question,  the  Norwegian 
haddock  has  not  previously  been  found  off  the 
Scottish  coasts. 


Referring  to  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  &c,,  our  corres¬ 
pondent  says :  “  There  has  been  nothing  groat 
done  since  my  last  note,  just  good  average  fishing 
pretty  much  all  over.  The  river  has  been  in 
splendid  order  for  the  last  few  days,  and  it  looks 
as  if  it  would  continue  so  for  some  time.  The 
nets,  however,  will  be  on,  on  Saturday  the  llth, 
and  after  that,  sport  on  the  lower  reaches  will  be 
much  spoiled.  One  fish  of  3Ilb.,  and  several 
running  about  301b.  have  been  caught  since 
February  came  in.  Loch  Tay  on  the  whole  has 
done  fairly — just  about  the  usual  thing.  In  the 
waters  about  Perth,  owing  to  the  fine  weather, 
several  good  takes  of  whitling  have  been  secured, 
with  a  few  yellow  trout  amongst  them,  not  at  all 
in  bad  condition — in  fact  in  really  wonderful  con¬ 
dition  for  the  time  of  the  year.” 


Almost  continually  for  more  than  a  fortnight 
fish  have  been  ascending  the  North  Esk,  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Spey.  These  rivers  together  liave 
at  least  two  hundred  miles  of  splendid  angling 
water,  yet,  sad  to  tell,  most  likely  perhaps  not  a 
score  of  the  thousands  of  fish  that  have  already 
entered  them  will  get  forward  to  the  angling 
waters  to  be  caught  by  the  rod.  Dykes  and 
cruives,  entirely  insurmountable  when  the  water 
is  intensely  cold,  as  it  always  is  in  spring  up  to  a 
certain  time,  keep  back  all  the  fish,  no  matter 
how  numerous,  in  the  reaches  of  North  Esk,  Don, 
and  Deveron  within  a  few  miles  of  the  sea,  where, 
on  the  opening  day  of  the  fishing,  a  great  slaugh- 
ter  I  can  call  it  nothing  else — annually  takes 
place.  ’Ibis  is  most  unfair  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  rod  fishings,  who  are  entirely  cut  out  of 


February  11,  1893] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


91 


sport.  In  the  case  of  the  Spey,  unless  under 
conditions  exceptionally  favourable  to  their  push¬ 
ing  forward  quickly,  but  very  few  of  the  fish  that 
run  in  the  close  season  get  farther  inland  than 
the  many  nailes  of  netting  belonging  to  the  duke 
before  tbe  season  opens,  and  the  netters  are  upon 
them  sweeping  them  out  wholesale.  If,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  such  an  unjust  state  of  matters,  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board  will  not  move,  what  use, 
pray,  is  there  for  such  a  body  ?  Wherever  rivers 
have  been  put  to  rights  the  hand  of  the  board  has 
not  been  seen.  On  the  contrary,  all  reformation 
has,  in  every  case,  been  by  private  or  local  enter¬ 
prise.  _ 


One  or  two  tenants  of  salmon  angling  on  the 
liver  Y than,  Aberdeenshire,  are  looking  out  for 
parties  to  rent  their  trouting.  This  is  evidence 
of  their  having  an  eye  to  business.  Nowhere  on 
the  Ythan  is  salmon  angling  of  any  account  before 
September. 


THE  LOWER  THAMES  TROUT 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

In  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  4,  I  wrote 
a  letter  on  the  Lower  Thames  as  a  Trout  River, 
in  which  I  stated  I  hoped  very  shortly  to  form  a 
society  for  the  improvement  of  the  trout  fishing. 
I  now  have  much  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  a 
circular  pointing  out  that  the  Thames  is  capable 
of  being  greatly  improved  as  a  trout  river,  and 
sincerely  hope  that  all  trout  fishermen  will  assist 
me  by  responding  to  this  appeal : — 

THE  LOWER  THAMES  TROUT  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

(Below  Bell  Weie,  Egham — Staines.) 

It  is  proposed  to  start  a  society  for  the  improvement 
of  the  trout  fishing  in  the  Lower  Thames,  and  herewith 
I  will  proceed  to  show  you  that  the  Thames  is  capable  of 
being  greatly  improved  as  a  trout  river  ; — 

1st.  There  are  taken  every  year  a  number  of  fine 
trout  in  the  Thames,  which  proves  that  the  river  is 
suitable  for  trout,  also  that  they  grow  very  fast. 

2nd.  The  carnivorous  fish,  such  as  jack  and  perch, 
have,  of  late  years,  greatly  decreased  in  the  Thames,  so 
there  is  not  much  to  fear  from  them  in  destroying  the 
young  trout. 

3rd.  The  Thames  has,  of  late  years,  greatly  improved 
in  its  purity,  and,  I  might  say,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  so  fine  a  river  so  free  from  pollution  ;  therefore, 
there  is  nothing  to  fear  from  the  trout  being  destroyed 
by  pollution. 

4th.  There  is  always  plenty  of  water  in  the  river, 
thus  rendering  the  river  always  more  or  less  in  fishing 
order. 

.Ith.  As  the  coarse  fishing  closes  on  the  15th of  March, 
and  opens  on  the  15th  of  June,  there  is  practically  no 
fi^hing,  only  for  trout,  during  the  best  three  months  of 
the  year,  when  the  river  is  less  disturbed  by  the 
pleasure  traffic. 

6th.  There  is  plenty  of  food  for  the  trout,  such  as 
bleak  minnows,  &c.,  and  any  quantity  of  food  in  the 
shape  of  flies,  &c. 

7th.  The  river  also  affords  fishing  for  those  who 
choose  either  bank  fishing  or  fishing  from  boats. 

Stb.  There  are  also  no  netting  rights  to  destroy  the 
trout,  with  the  exception  of  the  nets  below  Kew  Bridge. 

The  object  of  the  society  is  to  improve  the  trout 
fishing  in  the  Lower  Thames  without  in  any  way  de¬ 
teriorating  the  coarse  fishing.  To  turn  in  trout  suitable 
for  the  river,  also  such  strains  of  fish  as  are  known  to  be 
good  risers  to  the  fly. 

The  funds  for  same  to  be  raised  by  public  subscriptions 
and  such  other  sources  as  the  committee  may  think 
desirable. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  all  those  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Thames  trout  fishing  will  respond  to  this 
appeal. 

P.S. — As  no  doubt  many  fishermen  will  be  glad 
to  know  how  the  society  is  progressing,  the 
K'iitor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  kindly  con¬ 
sented  to  allow  me  to  make  use  of  his  paper  to 
announce  subscriptions,  also  for  any  general  news 
of  the  society. 

It  is  proposed  to  turn  a  number  of  yearling 
trout  in  the  Thames  this  year,  and  as  fish  cannot 
be  moved  well  after  March,  it  is  hoped  that 
enough  money  will  be  forthcoming  by  then  to 
enable  tbe  society  to  do  so. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  very 
liberally  responded  to  my  appeal  with  a  handsome 
donation  of  ten  guineas,  which  I  am  sure  all 
anglers  will  be  pleased  to  hear. 

All  communications  and  subscriptions  to  be 
sent  (pro  tern.)  to 

Penton  Hook,  Hon.  Secretary, 

Lower  Thames  Trout  Preservation  Sooietv, 
care  of  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London. 


WINDERMERE  AND  ITS 
SURROUNDINGS. 


By  Gilnockie. 


Fleet- STREET,  once  upon  a  time,  possessed  a 
nameless  fascination  for  two  celebrated  men  of 
letters  of  widely  different  character,  to  wit,  the 
burly,  rugged,  and  obstreperous  Doctor  Samuel 
Johnson,  and  Charles  Lamb,  the  gentle  “Elia,” 
the  charming  essayist.  “Let  us  take  a  walk 
down  Fleet-street,”  was  Johnson’s  remark  on  a 
certain  occasion  to  Jimmy  Boswell,  of  Auchenlick, 
about  the  time  when  those  two  worthies  were  in 
the  habit  of  drinking  red-hot  whisky  toddy,  and 
warming  their  shins  by  the  roaring  peat  fire, 
which  in  those  days  blazed  up  the  “  lum  ”  of  Ye 
Mitre  Hotel,  opposite  Fetter-lane,  now  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  the  Scottish  appellation  of  “  The 
Clachan.”  Some  times  1  own  I  catch  the  Fleet- 
street  contagion  badly,  and  find  myself  wandering 
aimlessly  in  and  out  of  its  stuffy  courts  in  search  of 
the  ghosts  of  bygone  celebrities.  But,  hang  Fleet- 
street  !  I  am  off  to  Windermere,  bonnie  Winder- 
mere,  directly  the  whirligig  of  time  abolishes  the 
winter,  and  the  birds  begin  to  chant  sweet  music 
from  the  tree  tops.  ’Cause  why?  Because  the 
queen  of  the  English  lakes  will  shortly  become  a 
great  fishing  resort.  That’s  why.  ’Aint  it 
enough,  eh  ? 

“It  is  asserted  here,”  says  a  visitor  to  Amble- 
side,  “  that  if  the  efforts  now  being  made  to 
improve  the  fishing  are  kept  up  for  a  few  years, 
Windermere,  and  the  adjacent  lakes  and  tarns, 
will  rival  the  Scottish  lochs  in  their  fish-support¬ 
ing  capacity.”  “  Ma  conscience,”  that’s  a  big 
order,  but  it  will  come  to  pass  a?  sure  as  eggs  is 
eggs.  Coniston  Water,  too,  is  vieing  with 
Windermere,  and  will  probably  be  in  “  fishin’ 
fettle  ”  before  the  larger  lake,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  English  Lake  District  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion,  is  in  full  swing.  But  what  a  country ! 
Stand  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Windermere,  which  is 
vi.sible  from  end  to  end.  Cast  a  glance  over  its 
calm  and  clear  waters,  and  the  visitor  realises 
the  fact  that  he  has  fairly  entered  the  charmed 
circle  of  Lakeland.  Scott’s  lines  on  Loch  Katrine 
will  fit  in  here  : — 

“In  all  her  length  far-winding  lay, 

With  promontory,  creek  and  bay. 

And  islands  that  empurpled  bright. 

Floated  amid  the  livelier  light ; 

And  mountains  that  like  giants  stand 
To  sentinel  enchanted  land.” 

This  is  Lake  Windermere!  Then  take  the 
surroundings,  commencing  with  the  mighty 
Skiddaw.  Listen  to  Charles  Lamb,  the  gentle 
“  Elia,” — “  Fleet-street  and  the  Strand,”  remarks 
Lamb,  “  are  better  places  to  live  in  for  good  and 
all  than  amidst  Skiddaw.  After  all  I  could  not 
live  in  Skiddaw.” 

This  was  after  Lamb’s  visit  to  Coleridge  in 
1802,  Coleridge  had  then  become  one  of  the 
“  Lake  Poets,”  and  dwelt  upon  a  small  hill  by  the 
side  of  Keswick,  in  a  house  enveloped  on  all  sides 
by  a  net  of  mountains,  “  great  floundering  bears 
and  monsters  they  seemed,”  says  “Elia,”  “all 
couchant  and  asleep.  We  travelled  from  Pen¬ 
rith  in  a  post-chaise,  iu  the  midst  of  a  gorgeous 
sunshine,  which  transmuted  all  the  mountains 
into  colours — purple,  &c.,  &c.  We  thought  we  had 
got  into  fairyland  (while  we  stayed  we  had  no 
more  fine  sunsets),  and  we  entered  Coleridge’s 
comfortable  study  just  in  the  dusk  when  the 
mountains  were  all  dark  with  clouds  upon  their 
heads.  Such  an  impression  I  never  received  from 
objects  of  sight  before,  nor  do  I  suppose  I  ever 
can  again.  Glorious  creatures,  fine  old  fellows; 
Skiddaw,  &c.,  I  shall  never  forget  ye,  how  ye  lay 
about  that  night,  like  an  entrenchment  gone  to 
bed,  as  it  seemed,  for  the  night,  but  promising 
that  ye  were  to  be  seen  in  the  morning.  Coleridge 
had  got  a  blazing  fire  in  the  study,  which  is  a 
large,  ill-shaped  antique  room,  with  an  old- 
fashioned  organ,  never  played  upon,  big  enough 
for  a  church,  shelves  of  scattered  folios,  an 
JEolian  harp,  and  an  old  sofa — half  bed,  &c,,  and  all 
looking  out  upon  the  last  fading  view  of  Skiddaw 
and  his  broad-breasted  brethren.  What  a 
night!  So  we  have  seen  Keswick.  Grasmere, 
Ambleside,  Ullswater,  and  travelled  over  the 
middle  of  Helvellyn.  We  have  clambered  up  to 
the  top  of  Skiddaw  and  I  have  waded  up  the 


bed  of  the  Lodore.  In  fine,  I  have  satisfied 
myself  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  that  which 
tourists  call  romantic,  which  I  very  much  sus¬ 
pected  before.  Then  we  came  to  a  cold  rill  half¬ 
way  up  Skiddaw  (than  which  nothing  can  be 
imagined  more  cold,  running  over  cold  stones), 
and  with  the  reinforcement  of  a  draught  of  cold 
water  we  surmounted  it  most  manfully.  Oh! 
it’s  fine  black  head,  and  the  bleak  air  atop  of  it, 
with  a  prospect  of  mountains  all  about  and  about, 
making  you  giddy ;  and  then  Scotland  afar  off, 
and  the  Border  counties  so  famous  in  song  and 
ballad.  It  was  a  day  that  will  stand  out  like  a 
mountain,  I  am  sure,  in  my  life.  Skiddaw  is  a 
fine  creature.”  So  wrote  the  eccentric  recluse  of 
Leadenhall-street  to  his  friend,  Thomas  Manning, 
on  Sept.  24,  1802.  If  the  Lake  Country  im¬ 
pressed  “  Elia  ”  in  that  fashion,  how  much  must 
bonnie  Windermere  and  its  satellites  strike  the 
enthusiastic  lover  of  nature  in  all  the  glory  of 
her  lovely  magnificence  ?  Come,  let  me  borrow 
from,  and  paraphrase,  and  pillage  Sir  Walter,  the 
great  unknown,  the  mighty  wizard  of  the  north. 

“  Bat  northward  far,  with  purer  blaze, 

On  Skiddaw’s  mountain  fell  the  rays, 

And  as  each  heathy  top  they  kissed 
It  gfloamed  a  purple  amethyst. 

Yonder  the  heights  of  Silver  How, 

Here  Orrest  Head  and  Miller  Brow  ; 

And  broad  beneath  them  rolled 
The  splendid  lake  the  eye  might  note, 
Whose  islands  on  its  bosom  float 
Like  emeralds  chased  in  gold.” 

“  Each  angler’s  heart  feels  closely  pent. 

As  if  to  give  his  spirits  vent 
One  cheer  is  to  the  mountains  lent 
By  the  enraptured  band  ; 

Another  cheer  now  rends  the  air. 

Oh,  where’s  the  angler  that  would  not  care 
To  visit  such  a  laud  ?  ” 

Reverting  to  Charles  Lamb  again,  in  a  letter  to 
Wordsworth,  written  in  September,  180-5,  he  says  : 
“We  have  been  two  tiny  excursions  this  summer, 
to  a  place  near  Harrow,  and  to  Egham,  where 
Cooper’s  Hill  is.  Alas  !  how  poor  a  round  com¬ 
pered  to  Skiddaw  and  Helvellyn  and  Borrowdale, 
and  the  magnificent  sesquipedalia  of  the  year 
1802.”  But  then  there  are  another  class  of 
enthusiasts  who  assert  that  the  Westmorland  and 
Cumberland  lakes  and  hills,  the  vales  and  rising 
uplands,  are  seen  at  their  best  in  winter  when  the 
roads  are  iron  bound,  the  expanses  of  water 
covered  with  ice,  and  the  hills  and  vales  are 
enveloped  in  a  mantle  of  snow.  For  my  part  I 
totally  disagree  with  any  such  notions  ;  I  sup¬ 
pose  it  is  because  I  am  ageing  a  wee  bit,  and  the 
electric  fluid  is  fast  becoming  as  thin  as  second-rate 
claret.  Ah  me!  spiteful  folks  may  say  and  think 
what  they  please ;  but  give  me  the  charming 
scenes  that  delight  the  eye  and  enchant  the 
senses  when  boating  is  in  full  blast  iu  the 
glorious  month  of  June,  on  Lakes  Windermere  or 
Ullswater,  Derwent  Water  or  Bassenthwaite. 
Yet  those  who  have  seen  the  Queen  of  the  Lakes 
in  the  relentless  grip  of  the  Ice  King  persist  in 
saying  that  Windermere  looks  loveliest  in  moon¬ 
light,  when  the  sides  of  the  sloping  hills  are  covered 
in  snow  and  the  lake  one  glistening  sheet  of 
sparkling  ice.  It  is  perhaps  true  enough  that, 
including  the  immense  panorama  which  the  sur¬ 
rounding  mountains  supply,  the  scene  in  winter 
may  impress  the  mind  more  vividly  and  more 
permanently  than  the  glorious  delights  which  the 
summer  reveals.  Admitting  that  winter  possesses 
a  stern  kind  of  beauty  of  its  own,  where,  oh  where 
is  the  song  of  the  birds?  Why  even  the  noisy  and 
impudent  rook  ceases  to  caw-caw.  A  dead  silence 
reigns  in  the  fields,  while  all  nature  is  just  the 
opposite  of  being  gay  and  festive. 

“  When  biting  Boreas,  fell  and  doure. 

Sharp  shivers  thro’  the  leafless  bow’r  ; 

When  Phoebus  gives  a  short-liv’d  glow'r 
Far  south  the  lift. 

Dim  darkning  thro’  the  flaky  show’r 
Or  whirling  drift. 

Ilk  happing  bird  !  wee,  helpless  thing  1 
That  in  the  merry  months  o’  spring 
Delighted  me  to  hear  thee  sing. 

What  comes  o’  thee  ? 

Where  wilt  thou  cow’r  thy  chittering  wing 
And  close  thy  ee?” 

Thus  wrote  the  immortal  bard  of  Caledonia. 
Yes !  Summer  is  the  time  when  the  varied 
enchantments  of  the  Lake  Country  are  profusely 
spread  before  those  who  are  fortunate  enough 
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to  visit  that  beautiful  corner  of  the  earth.  Just 
at  the  time  of  the  year  when — 

“  The  wild  rose,  epflantine,  and  broom, 

Are  wasting  round  their  rich  perfume. 

While  birch  trees  weep  in  fragrant  balm, 

And  aspens  sleep  beneath  the  calm, 

And  silver  light  with  quivering  glance 
Plays  on  the  water’s  still  expanse.” 

I  am  not  “  booming  ”  Lake  Windermere,  or  the 
lake  district  either,  but  I  want  to  tell  English¬ 
men  generally,  and  Scotsmen  in  particular, 
especially  those  Border  reivers — I  mean  those 
poachers,  who  have  for  so  long  a  period 
“  snatched  ”  yon  lovely  river  ayont  the  Border — 
what  kind  of  a  splendid  fishing  district  is  that 
which  will  soon  be  brought  into  being,  and  which 
lies  about  midway  between  the  big  village  and 
.John  o’Groats’  house.  The  area  is  certainly 
limited,  but  the  various  attractions  are  superb, 
and  the  scenery  unsurpassed.  On  the  Elleray 
estate  alone,  where  Professor  Wilson  once  resided, 
a  visitor  may  familiarise  himself  with  the  features 
of  rugged  mountain  scenery,  and  at  the  same 
time  be  looking  over  as  rich  a  foreground  as  any’ 
that  Devonshire  can  boast  of.  Looking  northward 
up  the  lake,  the  chief  mountains  of  the  district 
can  be  seen.  The  flat-topped  Fairfield  is  on  the 
left,  close  to  it  is  Red  Screes,  which  in  shape 
resembles  a  hedgehog,  and  Gummer’s  How,  the 
loftiest  summit  south  of  Bowness,  which  is  sis 
and  a  half  miles  from  Lakeside,  then  Caudale 
Moor,  and  lastly,  the  High  Street  range,  of  which 
the  most  conspicuous  is  Ill  Bell.  The  district 
teems  with  antiquities  ;  an  old  Roman  Road  which 
ascends  by  the  left  of  Ill  Bell,  and  then  con¬ 
tinuous  along  the  ridge  in  the  direction  of  Pen¬ 
rith,  supplies  its  name  to  High  Street.  The  little 
islet  of  Blake  Holme,  clothed  with  oak-scrub  and  a 
sprinkling  of  firs,  is  the  next  interesting  object. 
Passing  Storrs  Hall  and  Rawlinson  Nab,  a  capital 
view  of  the  Lancashire  Fells  is  obtained,  then  a 
little  beyond,  the  Ferry  is  reached,  one  of  the 
loveliest  spots  on  Windermere;  and  one  of  Ihe 
most  glorious  sights  on  the  lake  is  the  beautifully 
wooded  hill  behind  the  Ferry  Hotel.  Between 
the  Ferry  and  Bowness  lies  another  stretch  of 
sylvan  luxuriance,  and  although  the  port  of 
Bowness  is  in  close  proximity,  its  charm  is  not 
impaired.  Windermere  village  is  an  attractive 
old  hamlet,  250  feet  above  the  lake  and  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  its  shore.  Rigg’s  Winder- 
mere  Hotel  is  the  only  first-class  hotel  there,  and 
possesses  a  well-earned  reputation.  Bowness  is  a 
genuine  old  Westmoreland  town  of  a  very  ancient 
pattern.  The  visitor  with  a  spare  half-hour 
would  do  well  to  climb  up  Biscay  How,  a  little 
height  rising  behind  the  town,  from  which 
can  be  seen  a  large  portion  of  the  lake  ;  Scawfell 
and  Bowfell  are  in  view  from  this  point,  and  also 
the  “Lions”  of  Langdale.  All  this  end  of  the 
lake  is  marked  by  beautifully  wooded  shores  and 
hill-flanks  of  low  elevation,  but  gracefully  broken 
outline ;  look  where  you  will  there  is  not  a  bare 
spot.  The  upper  reach  of  Windermere  is  without 
doubt  the  most  striking  example  of  diversified 
beauty  in  the  British  Isles — winding  shores 
wooded  to  the  water’s  edge,  a  trio  of  charming 
valleys,  hills  covered  to  their  summits  with  crag 
copse-wood  and  bracken,  the  whole  being  encircled 
by  a  noble  array  of  mountains,  form  a  matchless 
combination.  Beyond  the  pier  at  Bowness  there 
is  a  green  hill  surmounted  by  a  flag-staff,  called 
Adelaide  Hill,  from  a  visit  which  the  Queen 
of  William  the  Fourth  paid  to  the  spot.  Close  at 
hand  is  the  historical  islet.  Lady  Holme,  on  which 
w-as  once  a  chantry  or  chapel  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  supposed  to  have  been  part  of 
the  conventual  domains  of  Furness  Abbey.  It 
was  standing  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
but  there  are  now  no  traces  of  it.  Then  another 
beautiful  little  hill  looms  in  sight  called  Trout- 
beck  Tongue. 

Troutbeck  district  is  famed  for  the  sturdy 
independence  of  its  “  statesmen,”  as  the  small 
farmers  of  the  district  are  called.  The  father  of 
Hogarth,  the  painter,  was  a  Troutbeck  “states¬ 
man.”  The  Troutbeckers  are  a  stalwart  race 
of  men,  and  at  “  putting  t’  stean  ”  are  unrivalled. 
Here  Tom  Longmire,  t’  champion  “rustler”  of 
England,  lived  many  years.  Not  long  ago  seven 
farmers  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Troutbeck 
met  at  a  horse  fair,  tlie  least  of  whom  stood  6ft. 
'I'wo  were  6ft.  2.jin.  and  6ft.  Jin.  respectively, 
and,  at  another  fair,  four  horse  “  coupers  ”  hailing 
from  the  same  district  were  observed  standing 


together,  the  shortest  one  being  6ft.  -tin.,  and 
each  weighed  over  17  stone. 

But  in  a  five-mile  circle,  in  the  neighbouring 
county  of  Cumberland,  tw’enty  men  can  be  found 
all  topping  6ft.  lin.,  and  each  over  16  stone  in 
weight.  These  ai-e  “  sons  of  Anak  ”  with  a 
vengeance,  and  the  kind  of  people  anglers  visiting 
Lake  Windermere  will  shortly  be  rubbing 
shoulders  with.  This,  however,  is  a  digression. 
Scawfell  Pike,  the  monarch  of  English  moun¬ 
tains,  and  Bowfell  now  frown  on  the  wondering 
tourist,  who  soon  finds  himself  on  the  old 
pack  road  that  leads  to  Whitehaven.  This  was, 
in  the  good  old  days,  a  favourite  route  with 
smugglers,  and  from  the  highest  point  upon 
it,  where  stand  the  Three  Shire  Stones, 
marking  the  convergence  of  Westmoreland, 
Cumberland,  and  Lancashire,  the  excisemen  had 
a  good  vantage  point  from  which  to  descend  upon 
the  breakers  of  the  law.  One  day  a  party  of 
smugglers  were  run  to  earth  at  Fell  Foot,  a 
favourite  halting-place  at  the  bottom  of  tbe  pass. 
The  landlady  invited  the  officers  to  an  upper 
chamber,  and,  seated  wdth  tbe  wide-spreading 
skirts  of  the  period  on  the  cask  which  they  well 
knew  contained  the  contraband  liquor,  engaged 
them  in  conversation.  Secure  of  their  booty, 
they  allowed  the  good  dame’s  tongue  to  wag  for 
a  considerable  time  before  they  made  known  their 
business,  and  requested  her  to  move.  As  .she  did 
so  the  cask  upset,  and  on  being  vigorously 
thumped  emitted  a  hollow  sound.  Downstairs 
they  rushed  ;  the  room  below  was  empty,  but  in 
the  ceiling  was  a  hole — the  smugglers  had  bored 
it  while  the  gossip  was  holding  forth  upstairs, 
drawn  off  the  liquor,  and  decamped.  Low  Wood 
Hotel,  sacred  to  honeymooners,  is  the  next  place 
of  interest;  and  further  on,  peering  out  of  the 
slope  of  Wansfell,  stands  Dove  Nest,  once  a 
temporary  residence  of  Mrs.  Ilemans.  Before 
reaching  Ambleside  let  us  call  at  Fox  How, 
at  one  time  the  abode  of  Dr.  Arnold;  also,  we’ll 
look  in  at  the  “  Travellers’  Rest,”  on  the  top  of 
'he  Kirkstone  I’ass,  reputed  to  be  the  highest 
house  of  entertainment  in  the  country,  with 
the  exception  of  the  “  Cat  and  Fiddle,”  near 
Buxton.  We  are  now  at  Ambleside,  whicb  is  a 
place  of  considerable  antiquity.  Its  name  in 
olden  times  was  written  first,  Amelsate,  and 
afterwards  Hamelside.  The  Roman  station, 
Dictis,  stood  in  its  vicinity,  near  tbe  shore  at  the 
head  of  the  lake,  and  can  still  be  faintly  traced. 
Stock  Gill  Force  is  the  next  point.  The  total 
height  of  the  falls  is  about  70ft.  Two  miles 
further  on,  Rydal  Falls  are  reached,  and  half  a 
mile  up  the  glen  is  situated  the  Higher  Fall,  the 
finest  of  tbe  lot.  A  distance  of  four  miles  divides 
Ambleside  from  Grasmere,  which  can  be  travelled 
either  by  coach  or  omnibus.  Most  of  the  con¬ 
veyances  start  from  Waterhead,  and  are  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  steamer.  The  route  is  very 
picturesque.  Those  who  wish  for  the  best  view 
of  Grasmere  should  quit  the  conveyance  at  the 
far  end  of  Rydal  Lake,  and  walk  by  Red  Bank 
over  a  path  which  gains  a  little  crest,  and  then 
the  whole  Grasmere  lake  and  valley  comes  into 
view,  and  continues  in  sight  for  several 
hundred  yards.  The  lake  lies  a  few  hundred  feet 
below.  What  a  sight  !  ’Tis  magnificent,  indes¬ 
cribable  !  The  village  of  Grasmere  and  church 
are  a  little  beyond  the  far  end  of  the  lake, 
and  up  the  valley,  the  massive  bulwarks  of 
Helvellyn  are  in  sight;  but  its  grandest  side 
is  turned  towards  Patterdale.  Nearer  still 
is  the  famous  Helm  Crag,  crowned  by  a  rocky 
protuberance,  which,  from  one  point  of  view,  is 
something  “like  a  whale”;  then  Silver  How, 
rising  from  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  completes 
the  mountain  girdle,  and  assists  in  forming  one  of 
the  loveliest  scenes  in  all  Lakeland,  Ambleside  ! 
What  reminiscences  of  the  past  does  not  the  very 
name  conjure  up.  It  was  here,  in  180‘.h  that 
“  Christopher  North,”  then  residing  at  Elleray — 
Tennyson’s  “  Crusty  Christopher  ” — who,  when 
reviewing  the  budding  Laureate’s  first  efforts 
in  verse  “  mixed  blame  with  praise  ” — at  least, 
so  complained  Tennyson.  It  was  at  Amble¬ 
side  that  “  Kit  North,”  the  grand  and  lion-like 
old  professor,  busied  himself  in  promoting  the 
favourite  athletic  exercise  of  the  brawny  youths 
of  AVestmoreland  and  Cumberland,  and,  by  his 
liberality  and  example,  caused  better  prizes 
to  be  offered  than  had  ever  been  given  before. 
The  professor  was  a  great  athlete,  and,  in  those 
days,  used  to  have  a  bout  with  the  chamjiion 


at  the  conclusion  of  the  sports  held  in  the 
Lake  Country.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Gordon,  in  her 
memoirs  of  “  Christopher  North,”  tells  us  that, 
“  In  1807,  John  Wilson  concluded  his  university 
career,  the  brilliancy  of  which  for  many  years 
gave  his  name  a  prestige  worthy  of  long  remem¬ 
brance  within  the  academic  walls  of  Oxford.  He 
loved  the  beautiful  fields  of  England,  and  with 
all  the  world  before  him  where  to  choose  a  place 
of  rest,  be  turned  his  steps  from  his  Alma  Mater 
to  that  lovely  land  where  cluster  the  fair  lakes  of 
Cumberland  and  Westmoreland.”  Let  me  con¬ 
clude  with  a  brief  extract  from  the  writings  of 
Professor  Wilson  anent  Windermere  :  “Not  only 
can  tbe  eye  take  in,  but  tbe  imagination,  in  its 
awakened  power,  can  master  all  the  competent 
elements  of  the  spectacle.  The  charm  lies  in  its 
entirety,  its  unity,  which  is  so  perfect,  so  seemeth 
it  to  our  eyes,  that  ’tis  in  itself  a  complete  world, 
of  which  not  a  line  could  be  altered  without  dis¬ 
turbing  the  spirit  of  beauty  which  lies  recumbent 
there,  wherever  the  earth  meets  the  sky.  There 
is  nothing  here  fragmentary ;  and  had  a  poet  been 
born  and  bred  here  all  his  days,  nor  known  aught 
of  grand  or  fair  beyond  this  liquid  vale,  yet  had 
he  sung  truly  and  profoundly  of  the  shows  of 
Nature.” 

I  have  said  little  or  nothing  about  the  fishing,  I 
am,  at  present,  more  concerned  about  the  beauti¬ 
ful  district  and  its  people.  Those,  however,  who 
are  interested  in  the  angling  prospects  of  Lake 
Windermere  are  referred  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of 
Oct.  2!),  page  258,  and  Nov.  Ifi,  pages  416-7. 
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Mr.  J.  C.  Bedwin,  of  New  Cross,  fishing  near 
Maidstone  on  the  7th,  killed  a  pike  of  131b.  in 
very  fine  condition.  _ 

It  is  the  excellent  custom  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  to  publish  many  of  the  papers  read  at 
their  meeting.  AVe  notice  they  are  about  to  issue 
“  Some  Foreign  Reminiscences  of  an  Old  Angler,” 
by  Thomas  Ransom  Sachs,  read  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society  on  March  11,  1891. 


Sometimes  some  of  our  readers  ask  us  if  we 
know  of  any  vacant  situation  for  a  river-keeper. 
In  our  columns  this  week  a  Head  River-keeper  is 
advertised  for,  for  a  South  of  England  water,  by 
F.  M.  Halford,  Esq.,  6,  I’embridge-place,  London, 
AV.  It  is  a  capital  chance  for  a  good  keeper 
preference  being  given  to  one  with  a  wife  who 
c.an  cook.  _ 


Steel  S.^lmon  Trace. — Mr.  Richardson,  fishing 
tackle  maker,  77,  Finsbury-pavement,  London, 
sends  us  one  of  the  best  wire  traces  we  have  yet 
seen.  It  is  four  feet  long,  has  two  good  swivel.s, 
and  a  swivel  lead;  the  price,  with  Mr.  Geen’s 
patent  lead,  is  Is.  Id.,  post  free,  or,  with  ordinary 
lead,  lOd ,  post  free.  The  wire  is  enormously 
strong  and  yet  much  finer  and  less  visible  in  the 
water  than  salmon  gut.  AVe  understand  from 
many  anglers  who  use  these  steel  traces,  both 
for  salmon  and  pike  fishing,  that  they  prefer  them 
in  every  way  to  the  far  more  expensive  salmon 
gut  traces.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there 
are  various  kinds  of  steel  wire ;  that  supplied  by 
Mr.  Richardson  was  specially  selected  by  an 
expert  after  many  experiments. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  70,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  AV.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

Samuel  Allcock,  of  Bedditch,  for  Improved  Envelope 
for  carrying  or  holding  mounted  fish  hooks  and 
tackles. 

Thomas  S.  Porter,  of  London,  for  Improvements  in 
Fishing  Tackle. 

If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 
scnil  ‘Jh.  (m1.  in  stamps  for  a  copj-  post  free  every  week  for 
.'i  numilis  of  ■■  The  PDULisiiKKS’  Cuici  lar  and  Booksei.i.eks' 
UECi>r.D,''  St.  Dunstau's  House,  Eetter-lane,  Fleet  street, 

l.UIRlull. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  H.  H. :  We  advise  you  to  enquire  of  Mr. 
Clark,  Post  Office,  Matlock  Bath. 


CormponlientE 

1  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.’’— T.  E.  Pritt. 

THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sill, — I  hope  that  none  of  those  interested  in  the 
Thames  fishery  will  refuse  to  send  meat  least  half- 
a-crown  towards  giving  agoodentertainmentto  all 
the  river-keepers  and  those  fishermen  and  others 
who  have  assisted  during  last  year  in  protecting 
the  river  from  illegal  offences,  and  in  times  past 
helping  to  free  the  river  from  poachers — the  only 
evils  of  late,  in  a  very  limited  way,  have  been  the 
taking  of  unsizeable  fish. 

I  have  at  present,  from  personal  application,  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  contributions  from  Sir 
David  Evans,  Hon.  Sir  Ford  North,  Deputy 
liaise.  Dr.  Coates,  Central  Association,  Messrs. 

F.  Hiscock,  F.  H.  Lemann,  J.  W.  Grant,  M.  Daven¬ 
port,  C.C.,  W.  ]\I.  Johnson,  H.  L.  Foster,  H.  W. 
Davis,  H.  T.  Tatham,  H.  Calcutt,  J.  Thornton, 
George  Evans,  Curtiss  and  Harvey,  W.  G. 
Barnes,  G.  Bishop,  Isleworth  Brewery,  W.  A. 
Mitcheson,Esq.,  J.P.,  Jason  Gurney  and  Co.,  Alfred 
Nuthall,  J.P.,  E.  Foreman,  John  Mayo,  Henry 
Ellis,  C.  F.  Wilson,  W.  L  Thomas,  Arthur  Price, 
R.  E.  Booker,  and  Alfred  Woodroof. 

I  trust  the  response  this  year  will  be  more 
general  and  liberal,  so  that  I  can  supplement  the 
dinner  with  gifts  for  the  men  to  take  home  to 
their  wives  and  families.  W.  H.  Buouriiam. 

Pownall-gardens,  Hounslow. 

P.S. — The  dinner  will  take  place  early  in  March, 
at  the  Castle  Hotel,  East  Moulsey,  to  which 
visitors  are  invited  on  payment  of  the  dinner 
ticket  at  5s.,  if  early  intimation  is  given. 


THE  PROPOSED  NEW  THAMES  BYE¬ 
LAWS. 

Sir, — Thecalamity  to  London  anglers  of  having 
two  associations  was  exemplified  on  Friday 
morning  last,  when  the  delegation  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association  had  a  pleasant  and  satisfactory 
interview  with  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 
The  Conservancy  seemed  to  wish  to  grant  all  the 
requirements  of  anglers,  hut  in  the  matter  of 
fence  months  and  raising  the  sizes  of  fish, 
different  views  had  been  expressed  by  the  two 
associations.  No  doubt  a  full  report  of  this 
matter  will  be  received  by  you  from  other 
quarters.  _  A.  J.  Marriott. 

A  GRAYLING  TAKEN  AT  PANGBOURNE. 

Sir, — On  the  29th  ult.  our  member,  Mr.  Sar- 
geant,  whilst  roach  fishing  at  Pangbourne,  took  a 
grajling  of  IS-^-oz.  He  hooked  the  fish  twice 
before  finally  landing  it. — Yours  respectfully, 

J.  James  Frei,  Sec. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  23-5,  Camberwell-road. 

PIKM  AND  SEA  FISHING  NEAR  KINGS¬ 
TOWN,  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  noticed  many  anglers  have 
written  to  you  regarding  pike  fishing  in  Ireland. 
AYould  one  of  them  kindly  inform  me  if  there  is 
any  good  pike  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kingstown  ?  Also  the  quality  and  best  localities 
near  and  at  Kingstown  for  sea  fishing.  AVill  you 
kindly  insert  this,  and  oblige  your  truly, 

H.  F.  Hatton. 


ANGLERS  AND  LICENSING 
LEGISLATION. 

Sir, — Some  time  ago  I  joined  the  society  with 
the  long  name,  hoping  to  get  an  opportunity  of 
addressing  angling  clubs  and  societies  on  the 
above  question,  and  the  effects  of  local  option  on 
anglers,  angling  societies,  cyclists,  Ac.  If  any 
club  would  like  to  hear  my  views  on  this  vitally 
important  subject,  please  communicate  with  Mr. 
Tibbats,  70,  Houndsditch  (The  Citizen),  or  to  my 
address,  218,  Great  Portland-street,  W. — Yours 
truly,  A.  J.  Marriott. 


NOTE  TO  THE  FISHmO  GAZETTE  FROM 

PHCENIXVILLE,  CHESTER  CO  ,  U.S.A. 

Sir, — I  read  your  paper  with  much  pleasure 
although  I  am  not  a  fly  fisherman.  I  was  brought 
up  in  AYarwickshire  until  21  years  of  age,  on 
course  fish — pike,  perch,  roach,  tench,  and  the 
like — at  the  time  when  a  bean-pole  had  to  do 
the  work  of  a  rod,  the  Coventry  and  the  Oxford 
canals  and  surrounding  ponds,  my  water.  As  a 
youth  I  suffered  castigation  for  persisting  to  fish 
in  forbidden  water,  and  have  been  known  to  give 
part  of  my  catch  to  the  kind  neighbour  who 
cooked  the  balance  for  my  own  eating. 

That  must  be  forty  years  ago.  Since  then  I 
have  been  in  India  several  years,  America  tweiity- 
six  years,  and  lam  still  fishing  whenever  the  time 
and  season  permits. 

Hereabouts,  where  brook  trout  w'ere  formerly 
in  plenty  there  are  none  found,  and  a  journey  of 
100  or  200  miles  must  be  undertaken  to  obtain 
them,  or,  at  least  the  assurance  that  jou  will  not 
return  with  empty  creel.  The  Schuylkill  River  is 
here,  and  with  its  tributaries,  between  Reading 
and  Philadelphia,  contain  a  good  supply  of  black 
bass,  the  only  fish  that  have  any  pretension  to 
game  qualities,  the  delight  of  the  true  sportsman. 
These  are  taken  occasionally  up  to  61b.  in  weight, 
while  many  are  lost  from  inexperienced  handling. 
Their  habitat  is,  as  you  doubtless  know,  the  most 
rocky  bottom  at  the  breast  of  the  dams,  the 
Schuylkill  River  having  a  series  of  dams  built  to 
form  a  part  of  the  Schujlkill  Canal  Navigation 
from  the  level  regions  to  tide  water.  Its  source 
is  in  the  anthracite  coal  fields,  where  they  wash 
the  smaller  sizes  of  coal  and  run  the  water  and 
the  tailings  into  the  streams.  From  this  cause 
the  river  is  at  times  much  contaminated,  and 
especially  in  heavy  rains,  at  its  source. 

AVilhin  the  last  few  years  this  stream  has  been 
stocked  with  carp,  both  species,  that  are  now  in 
plenty,  of  considerable  size.  Angling  for  them 
especially  is  not  in  fashion  or  understood  at 
present.  Some  have  been  taken  on  worm  while 
bass  fishing,  and  during  the  fall,  when  the  water 
was  low,  they  were  caught  at  night  feeding  on 
the  shallows  “  jigging,”  that  is  our  name  for 
spearing  fish.  This  method  is  much  used  through¬ 
out  the  country  districts,  by  farmers  and  others, 
to  obtain  a  supply  of  fish,  principally  eel,  and 
often  a  deal  of  sport  is  obtained  in  jigging  for 
eel,  catfish,  and  suckers  in  this  way. 

Some  of  the  largest  carp  caught  nieht  fishing 
with  the  spear  have  reached  201b.,  and  I  am  satis¬ 
fied  there  are  plenty  of  them  to  be  found  in  the 
Schuylkill  River,  in  the  slackwater  reaches,  be¬ 
tween  the  dams.  AVhen  it  is  better  understood 
where  to  find  them,  and  how  to  angle  for  them, 
more  will  be  caught  with  hook  and  line. 

I  bring  this  rambling  letter  to  a  close  by  telling 
you  of  our  “  old  fashioned  ”  winter,  so  called 
because  for  many  years  our  winters  have  been 
mild;  for  two  jears  my  sleigh  had  not  been  on 
runners,  there  being  not  enough  snow  to  make  it 
worth  while  taking  it  out  of  summer  quarters  : — 
Jan.  4th,  6  a.m.,  therm.  14°;  6th,  20°;  7th,  17°; 
9ih,  4°;  10th,  20°;  11th,  4°;  13th,  4°;  14th,  .5°; 
15tb,  15°;  16th,  5°  below  zero;  17Dh,  8°  below 
zero  ;  18th,  17°  below  zero  ;  19th,  11°  above. 

There  is  now  signs  of  a  higher  temperatiire, 
although  our  signal  service  this  a  m.  promises 
snow  and  a  continuation  of  the  low  temperature. 
In  my  twenty- six  years’  experience  I  have  never 
known  such  cold  weather.— I  am,  yours  truly, 

John  H.  Harden. 

[The  carp  Mr.  Harden  refers  to  were  introduced 
from  Germany,  and  have  taken  to  the  new  world 
like  their  countrymen  do. — Ed.  F.  G.] 

STOCKING  IRISH  WATERS  AYITH  PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  you  to  learn  that 
on  the  last  two  Saturdays  we  have  put  a  total 
of  over  6400  perch  into  the  Lagan  near  Bel¬ 
fast.  All  these  fish  were  brought  in  churns 
as  Mr.  Andrews  recommended,  and  any  deaths  (as 
far  as  I  could  see  not  over  a  dozen  altogether) 
were  due  to  rough  handling  in  extracting  the  fisb 
from  the  meshes  of  the  net.  The  only  trouble  is 
caused  by  the  emptying  and  refilling  of  the  churns, 
until  the  fish  are  quite  clean,  when  they  cease  to 
come  to  the  top.  The  last  lot  were  in  the  churns 
(about  900  to  each  churn)  nearly  five  hours  waiting 
for  the  train  by  which  we  had  arranged  to  travel. 
— A' ours  faithfully,  F.  J.  Kennedy. 

Belfast  Anglers’  Asssociation, 

4,  Clai’ence  Place,  Belfast. 


ROACH  TAKEN  AYITH  HOLLY  BERRIES. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — Being  a  constant  reader  of 
your  valuable  paper  1  thought  this  might  be  of 
interest  to  you  and  the  many  that  weekly  read 
your  paper,  so  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will 
publish  ill  your  next  week’s  issue : — ■ 

Roach  Fishing  Extraordinary. — On  the  I8c.h 
ult.  myself  and  friend  were  roaching  in  a  well- 
known  Norfolk  stream.  AYliilst  walking  up  the 
river,  we  passed  a  holly  tree,  and  the  idea  struck 
my  friend  that  the  berries  would  make  good  bait, 
so  we  picked  a  few.  Result,  several  good  roach, 
each  over  lib.  in  weight.  Should  like  to  know 
if  anyone  has  ever  been  successful  with  the  same 
bait. 

Result  of  about  four  hours’  fishing,  7olb.  roach, 
largest,  IJlb.,  smallest,  8oz.,  and  several  up  to 
l|lb.  in  weight.  Baits  used  :  worms,  gentles,  and 
berries. — Yours  truly,  Leuctsitjs  Rutilus. 

East  Dereham,  Norfolk. 


SALMON  IN  LOUGH  ENNELL,  LOUGH 
SHEELAN,  &c. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  waited  with  some  curiosity 
for  an  answer  from  your  correspondent,  “  L.  S. 

G.,”  as  to  his  catching  a  salmon  in  Lough  Ennell. 
I  see  he  makes  his  boatmen  say  that  this  fish 
must  have  been  in  the  sea,  ten  miles  away,  the 
day  before.  I  think  if  L.  S.  G.”  had  looked  at 
the  map,  he  would  have  seen  that  this  was  im¬ 
possible.  A  salmon,  to  get  into  Lough  Ennell, 
which  is  near  Mullingar,  must  first  come  up  the 
Shannon,  from  Limerick  to  Killaloe,  then  up 
Lough  Derg,  twenty-four  miles  long,  then  through 
the  Upper  Shannon  to  the  Inny,  then  up  tie 
Brosna,  getting  over  all  the  obstacles  (see  Mr. 
Thomas’s  letter),  and  so  into  Lough  Ennell.  If 
any  fish  did  accomplish  this  feat,  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  caught  by  “  L.  S.  G.”  on  arrival,  all  I  can 
say  is,  he  was  an  unlucky  beast. 

Another  writer,  “  Innishowen,”  gives  a  glowing- 
account  of  Lough  Sheelan,  and  it  was  once  a  very 
good  lake,  but  the  fishing  has  greatly  fallen  off— 
partly,  1  believe,  from  the  lowering  of  the  water, 
by  the  drainage  of  the  Inny,  and  partly  from 
poaching. 

I  know  that  a  club  that  used  to  frequent  this 
lake  have  given  it  up.  As  to  these  “  pike  of 
upwards  of  401b.,”  you  will  hear  anecdotes  about 
them  on  many  lakes,  but  seeing  them  is  another 
matter.— Yours  truly,  '  T.  Rothwell. 

Rockfield  Kells,  Ireland. 


FORRES  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Sir, — The  above  association  have  again  leased 
from  Messrs.  Hogarth,  Aberdeen,  the  waters  on 
the  River  Findhorn,  extending  from  the  Red 
Craig  to  the  sea,  a  distance  of  five  miles.  The 
water  is  accessible  from  both  sides  of  the  river 
all  the  w-ay  down,  and  there  are  a  number  of 
excellent  pools  in  the  stretch.  The  association 
deserves  to  be  encouraged  for  its  enterprise,  and 
we  trust  local  anglers  and  those  from  a  distance 
will  support  the  association  in  their  laudable 
desires  to  provide  fishing-grounds  for  them.  In 
past  years  the  support  has  not  been  what  it 
should  be,  and  now  that  a  new  season  is  lieing 
entered  upon  wo  trust  that  the  membership  of 
the  association,  which  is  within  the  reach  of  all, 
will  largely  increase.  Tickets  may  be  had  for  a 
day,  a  week,  a  month,  or  for  the  season,  and  as 
the  price  is  as  reasonable  as  could  be  expected 
owing  to  the  large  sum  paid  for  the  waters, 
anglers  should  have  no  obstacle  in  joining  the 
association.  The  tickets  may  be  had  from  Messrs. 
Stewart  and  Son,  fishing-tackle  dealers.  High- 
street,  Forres,  and  any  information  will  be  cheer¬ 
fully  supplied  by  them.  In  Mr.  AY.  Taylor, 
Woollen  Mills,  and  Mr.  AY.  AYhighe,  Mosset-place, 
the  association  have  .an  enthusiastic  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  in  their  able  hands  the  affairs 
of  the  association  are  safe.  There  is  excellent 
salmon  and  trout-fishing  to  be  had,  and  during 
the  past  few  seasons  several  very  fine  fish  were 
hooked,  particulars  of  which  appeared  in  our 
notes  of  last  season’s  fishing.  _  The  great  advan¬ 
tage  of  having  access  to  the  river  on  either  side 
for  such  a  distance  should  form  a  strong  induce¬ 
ment  for  visitors,  as  there  ai-e  few  rivers  whei-e 
the  access  to  the  water  is  so  easy  and  where  there 
are  often  other  difficulties  to  contend  with.  The 
season  opens  on  Saturday  (to-day),  and  -we  hope 
to  record  many  good  baskets  during  that  time. 

H.  F. 
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THE  AMERICAN  METHOD  OF  CAST¬ 

ING  FROM  THE  METAL  MULTI¬ 
PLIER  REEL. 


[This  interesting  account  of  a  method  of  casting 
not  used  in  this  country  is  from  “The  Book  of 
the  Black  Bass,”  by  T)r.  James  A.  Henshall,  who 
has  charge  of  the  Angling  Department  of  the 
(.hicago  World’s  Fair.”— Ed.  F.  G  J 

["'SSing  the  cast  for  the  minnow,  the  reel 
must  be  placed  underneath  the  rod,  on  a  line  with 
the  guides.  Many  anglers  use  the  reel  on  top, 
but  this  is  essentially  wrong.  The  weight  of  the 
reel  naturally  takes  it  under  the  rod,  where  it 
balances  better  and  enables  the  rod  to  be  held 
more  steadily;  the  strain  of  the  line  also  falls 
iipon  the  guides,  which  insures  a  more  perfect 
working  of  the  rod.  Both  click  and  multiplying 
reels  should  always  be  used  underneath;  they 
are  intended  to  be  so  used,  and  it  will  be  found 
far  the  best  way  when  one  becomes  accustomed  to 
this  plan. 

The  reel,  then,  being  underneath,  the  line  is 
rove  through  the  guides,  and  a  box- swivel  tied  on 
the  end  ;  to  the  other  ring  of  the  swivel  is  looped 
the  sneL  of  the  hook.  The  hook  is  then  passed 
through  the  lower  lip  of  a  good-sized  minnow — 
from  three  to  four  inches  long — and  out  of  the 
nostril;  or  if  the  minnow  is  smaller,  out  at  the 
socket  of  the  eye.  If  the  minnow  is  carefully 
hooked,  it  will  live  a  comparatively  long  time.  If 
a  sinker  be  required  in  addition  to  the  swivel,  it 
should  be  placed  a  foot  above  it. 

MAKING  THE  CAST. 

Now  reel  up  the  line  until  the  sinker  or  swivel 
as  the  case  may  be,  is  at  the  tip  of  the  rod,  and 
we  are  ready  to  make  a  cast,  which  I  will  now 
endeavour  to  explain  with  the  aid  of  the  annexed 
diagram  and  cuts; 


30  deg.  with  the  line  of  the  shoulders  X  Z,  and 
j  the  minnow,  instead  of  following  the  direction  of 
j  the  rod,  A  D,  as  some  might  suppose,  will,  from 
j  the  slight  curve  described  by  the  rod  during  the 
I  cast,  diverge  toward  the  left,  and  drop  at  X, 

:  when  the  thumb  should  immediately  stop  the  reel 
by  an  increased  pressure.  Casting  to  the  right 
is  just  the  reverse  of  the  above  proceeding.  The 
angler  being  in  the  same  position,  brings  the  right 
hand  across,  and  touching  the  body,  to  a  point  in 
front  of  the  left  hip,  the  thumb  and  reel  upward, 
but  inclining  toward  the  body,  and  the  rod  ex¬ 
tending  in  the  direction  of  the  line  A  D,  with  the 
tip  downward,  as  shown  in  Fig.  6  ;  he  now  turns 
his  face  in  the  direction  of  the  objective  point  Z, 
inclines  his  body  and  advances  his  left  foot  in  the 
direction  of  D,  and  makes  a  cast  from  left  to 
right,  from  below  upward,  and  ends  the  cast  with 
the  right  arm  and  rod  fully  extended  in  the 


The  first  cast  that  the  beginner  makes  will  be 
j  likely  to  throw  the  bait  behind  him  for  reasons 
j  just  given.  He  should,  by  all  means,  begin  by 
making  short  casts,  and  lengthen  them  as  he 
perfects  himself  by  experience  in  managing  the 
reel  and  controlling  the  cast.  While  but  a  few 
yards  of  line  can  be  cast  directly  in  front  of  the 
beginner,  he  should  practice  casting  at  various 
angles  with  the  line  X  Z,  to  the  left  and  right. 
He  should  avoid  overhead  casting,  for  that  is  the 
pot-fisher’s  method  of  throioing  a  bait,  and  is  not 
only  an  awkward,  but  a  very  inefficient  style  of 
casting  the  minnow,  and  must  not  be  practised 
except  where  the  reel  is  dispensed  with,  as  in  one 
mode  of  still-fishing. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  cast  the  thumb  presses 
firmly  upon  the  spool  of  the  reel,  until  just  before 
the  tip  of  the  rod  gains  its  greatest  extent  or 
elevation,  when  the  pressure  is  to  be  slightly 


I 


In  the  diagram,  A  represents  the  angler.  We 
are  supposed  to  be  looking  down  upon  him  from 
above,  so  that  only  his  hat  and  rod  are  visible. 
He  is  facing  B.  The  angler  now  wishes  to  make 
a  cast  to  the  left,  X  being  the  objective  point  to 
which  he  desires  to  cast  the  minnow,  some  twenty 
yards  distant.  lie  grasps  the  rod  immediately 
below  the  reel  with  the  right  hand,  with  the 
thumb  resting  lightly  but  firmly  upon  the  spool, 
to  control  the  rendering  of  the  line ;  the  right 
arm  is  extended  downward,  slightly  bent,  with 
the  elbow  near  tne  body,  and  with  the  extreme 
butt  of  the  rod  nearly  touching  the  right  hip  ;  the 
thumb  and  reel  are  upward,  inclining  slightly 
toward  the  left ;  the  tip  of  the  rod,  or  rather  the 
minnow,  just  clears  the  ground  or  surface  of  the 
water  ;  the  position  of  the  rod  is  now  in  the 
direction  of  the  line  A  C,  inclining  towards  the 
ground  or  water,  making  an  angle  of  about  30  deg. 
with  the  line  of  the  shoulders  X  Z  (the  inclina¬ 
tion  of  the  rod  is  shown  fully  in  Fig.  4) ;  this  is 
the  situation  at  the  beginning  of  the  cast. 

Now  for  the  cast.  The  angler  turns  his  face 
towards  X,  the  objective  point,  without  turning 
his  body ;  he  now  inclines  his  body  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  C,  advancing  the  right  foot  and  bending 
the  right  knee  slightly,  and  makes  a  sweeping 
cast  from  the  right  to  the  left,  and  from  below 
upwards  across  the  body  diagonally,  until  the 
rod-hand  is  at  the  height  of  the  left  shoulder, 
and  the  arm  and  rod  extended  in  the  direction  of 
A  D,  with  the  tip  of  the  rod  inclining  upward,  as 
shown  in  Figure  5. 

The  movement  of  the  right  hand  is  almost  in  a 
straight  line  from  a  point  near  the  hips  to  a  point 
near  the  left  shoulder ;  the  motion  in  casting  is 
steady,  increasing  in  swiftness  toward  the  end  of 
the  cast,  and  ending  with  the  “  pitching  ”  of  the 
bait  instead  of  a  violent  jerk — somewhat  similar 
to  the  straight  underhand  pitching  of  a  base-ball. 

In  making  the  cast,  the  right  elbow  should 
touch  the  body,  sweeping  across  it,  and  only  leave 
it  at  the  end  of  the  cast,  making  the  forearm  do 
the  work.  At  the  end  of  the  cast,  the  reel  and 
thumb  are  upward,  and  the  rod  forms  an  angle  of 


direction  of  the  line  A  C,  as  shown  in  Fig.  7, 
while  the  minnow  takes  its  flight  toward  Z. 

This  is  a  back-handed  cast,  and  is  somewhat 
analogous  to  the  pitching  of  a  quoit. 

In  making  either  cast  the  body  should  sway 
slightly  and  simultaneously  with  the  rod  arm,  in 
the  direction  of  the  cast,  to  add  force  and  steadi¬ 
ness,  but  on  no  account  must  the  cast  be  made  by 
“  main  strength,”  for  it  requires  but  slight 
muscular  exertion  to  cast  forty  yards ;  and  on  no 
account  must  the  rod  be  carried  further  toward 
the  line  X  Z  than  an  angle  of  thirty  degrees, 
otherwise  the  bait  will  be  thrown  behind  the 
angler.  Particular  care  must  be  taken  to  give 
the  bait  an  upward  impulse  as  it  leaves  the  rod. 

•  The  printer  queries,  should  not  left  be  right  and 
right  be  left,  but  we  have  carefully  followed  Dr. 
Ilenshall’s  book. — Ed. 


I  relieved,  so  as  to  permit  the  release  of  the  line, 
and  allow  the  minnow  to  be  projected  in  the 
direction  of  the  cast.  The  exact  time  to  lessen 
I  the  pressure  of  the  thumb  and  start  the  minnow 
on  its  flight  is  almost  a  matter  of  intuition,  which 
can  hardly  be  explained;  however,  the  proper 
time  IS  soon  learned  by  practice,  in  which  event 
the  “  wrinkle  ”  comes  to  be  performed  by  the 

^3  it  were,  unconsciously. 

-Lho  entire  cast  must  be  made  so  steadily  and 
so  regularly,  and  the  rod  held  so  firmly  at  the  end 
ot  the  cast,  as  to  prevent  entirely  any  undue  sway- 
i  ing  or  bending  of  the  rod,  in  order  that  the  line 
^  may  follow  the  direction  of  the  minnow  in  its 
I  flight,  smoothly  and  evenly,  and  untrarameled 
;  and  unretarded  by  any  vibratory  motions  of  the 
I  T-  •  ^  I  make  myself  understood  here,  for 

this  isthemostessential.and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
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most  difficult  feature  or  portion  of  the  cast  to 
explain  or  acquire. 

The  thumb  must  be  thoroughly  educated  to 
control  the  rendering  of  the  line  during  the  cast, 
and  this  can  onlj*  be  accomplished  by  continual 
and  patient  practice  in  training  the  thumb  to 
^PP^y  j^ist  the  requisite  amount  of  uniform  pres¬ 
sure,  to  prevent  the  overrunning  of  the  line,  or 
back -lashing  of  the  spool. 

The  beginner  should  make  up  his  mind  in  the 
first  place  to  keep  his  temper,  and  to  exhibit  no 
impatience  at  the  frequent  slipping  of  his  thumb, 
and  the  consequent  snarling  and  tangling  of  liis 
line.  The  more  calmly  and  philosophically  he 
views  these  annoyances  and  perplexities,  the 
sooner  will  he  overcome  the  difficulty,  and  become 
au  fait  in  the  management  of  the  reel.  The  best 
instruction  I  can  give  him  is  to  make  the  pressure 
of  the  thumb  gentle,  but  firm  and  uniform, 
during  the  flight  of  the  minnow,  and  to  stop  the 
revolving  spool  the  moment  the  bait  alights  on 
the  water,  by  a  stronger  pressure. 

These  directions  are  as  brief,  plain,  and  explicit 
as  it  is  possible  to  make  them  ;  they  embody  the 
main  principles  involved,  and  the  novice,  by  a 
careful  and  practical  application  of  them,  can,  by 
perseverance,  soon  become  a  good  caster  of  the 
live  minnow. 

GENERAL  INSTRUCTIONS. 

If  fishing  from  a  boat,  on  a  lake  or  large 
pond,  the  angler  proceeds  in  his  boat  on  the  out¬ 
side,  or  deep  water  side,  of  the  fisning  grounds, 
and  casts  in,  toward  the  feeding  grounds,  the 
oarsman  rowing  rapidly  or  slowly,  or  holding  the 
boat  stationary,  as  circumstances  demand.  The 


A  SUCCESSFUL  SALMON  LADDER. 


boat  being  in  deep  water  the  fish  are  not  so  apt 
to  see  it,  which  is  a  great  advantage.  The  angler 
can  cast  in  any  direction  and  to  any  distance, 
greater  or  lesser,  within  the  length  of  his  line,  as 
he  may  desire.  He  can  cast  astern  and  proceed 
as  in  trolling,  or  cast  to  either  side,  or  forward, 
and  by  reeling  in  the  line  keep  the  bait  in  motion. 
It  can  readily  be  imagined  how  expert  casting 
has  so  great  an  advantage  over  any  other  method 
of  bait-fishing,  and  that  when  once  acquired 
it  will  never  be  relinquished  for  any  other 
mode. 

[It  will  add  to  the  intereH  of  this  notice  if  we 
give  an  illustration  of  one  of  the  finest  American 
multiplying  reels,  viz.,  the  “  Henshall  Van 
Antwerp,”  made  by  Mr.  Thos.  H.  Chubb.  There 
is  a  dr.sg  action  on  this  winch,  and  two  distinct 
check  actions,  one  noiseless,  the  other  not  so.  It 
is  beautifully  made  in  every  way. — Ed.  F.  Gf] 
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liiilsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bi'onchiiis. 

Balsam  of  .Aniseed— Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Balsam  of  Aniseed  -  Coughs  jind  Lung  Troubles. 
Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Safe  and  Eeliable. 

Balsam  of  Anhseed — Coughs.  Established  L'l24. 

Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Befuso  Imitations. 
Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 

Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Inlluenza. 
Balsam  of  Aniseed — Cough.s  Keiieved  Instantly. 
Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  The  Oldest  Keme'dy. 
Babsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Trade  Marl;, 

Balsam  of  Aniseed— I.ion,  Net,  and  Mouse. 

Balsam  of  Aniseed— Is.  lid.,  2s.  od. 


By  R.  P. 

The  successful  opening  up  of  a  considerable 
tract  of  water  to  the  migratory  Salnioni  ice  is  of 
such  rare  occurrence  that  each  case  is  well  worth 
chronicling,  and  as  the  one  to  which  I  would 
refer  has  received  the  imprimatur,  so  to  speak, 
of  Ilerr  Landmark,  the  able  inspector  of  salmon 
fisheries  in  Norway,  I  will  venture  to  attempt 
a  brief  account  of  the  river  and  its  surroundings, 
and  I  do  not  think  I  can  do  better  than  begin  by 
translating  from  the  Official  Report  of  the  year 
1889.  It  proceeds — “Birkremselven,  or,  as  the 
lower  portion  is  often  called,  Tengselven,  is,  next 
to  Suldalselven,  the  largest  w'atercourse  in  the 
Stavanger  Amt,  putting  aside  Sire-Aaen,  which, 
for  a  portion  of  its  course,  divides  it  from  the 
Mandal  and  Lister  Amt.  Its  length  reckoned 
from  Oyevandene  in  the  latter  Amt,  whence  its 
main  branch  flows,  is  sixty-six  kilometres,  with  a 
basin  668  kilometres  in  extent.  Practically 
speaking,  the  salmon  go  only  as  far  as  Fotlands- 
foss,  a  distance  of  little  more  than  one  kilometre 
from  the  sea.  This  fall  is  not  naturally  an  abso¬ 
lutely  insurmountable  obstacle,  but  it  is  so 
blocked  up  with  traps  that  scarcely  any  fish 
except  small  ones,  can  surmount  it  during  the 
period  when  fishing  is  lawful.  A  esrtain  number, 
however,  make  their  way  up  in  the  twenty-four 
hours  during  which  the  law  demands  that  the 
cruives  shall  bo  open,  and  after  the  commencement 
of  the  close  time.  As  the  river  below  the  fall  is 
badly  off  for  spawning  purposes,  the  greater  portion 
of  the  salmon  frequenting  it  spawn  above  the  foss. 
For  many  miles  there  are  no  obstacles  to 
the  ascent  of  the  fish,  and  in  the  main  stream 
as  well  as  in  several  affluents,  there  is 
ample  spawning  ground.  The  quantity  of 
fish  taken  below  the  fall  is  considerable 
in  proportion  to  the  small  extent  of  the 
river,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  their 
numbers  would  be  largely  increased  were  they 
given  a  free  passage  to  the  upper  water 
through  Fotlandsfoss.  This  could  be  done 
at  a  small  cost,  except  as  regards  the  compensa¬ 
tion  to  the  owners  of  the  cruives  at  the  foss.  In 
1888  something  was  done  with  this  intention  by  a 
company,  which  hired  a  portion  of  the  river,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  time  the  obstacle  will 
ultimately  be  entirely  removed.  The  fjord  into 
which  the  river  flows  is  a  very  narrow  one,  and 
at  a  point  about  two  kilometres  from  the  mouth 
it  is  still  further  contracted.  Here  a  bridge 
(Lounesbroen)  has  been  constructed,  over  which 
passes  the  railway  from  Stavanger  to  Ekersund. 
The  foundations  of  this  structure  have  so  nar¬ 
rowed  and  filled  up  the  channel  that  the  portion 
of  the  fjord  above  the  bridge  has  been  practically 
turned  into  a  fresh  water  basin,  to  which  the 
salt  water  has  hardly  any  access,  and  the  mouth 
of  the  river  has  been  removed  to  the  bridge, 
through  which  a  strong  outward  current  is  always 
flowing.  The  result  is  that  instead  of  remaining 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  proper  the  salmon  hang 
about  below  the  bridge,  which  has  been  the  means 
of  seriously  injuring  the  fishing  rights  of  the 
owners  above  the  bridge,  and  increasing  the  takes 
of  those  immediately  below  it,  where  formerly 
there  was  no  fishing  to  speak  of.” 

The  document  from  which  I  would  next  quote 
is  a  special  report  of  Herr  Landmark’s,  dated 
Christiania,  Oct.  9,  1891,  in  which  the  inspector 
says :  “  I  hereby  testify  that  on  the  Tengs  river 
(or  the  Birkrems  river)  at  Eckersund,  there  has, 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  been  con¬ 
structed  a  salmon  pass  on  the  Fotlandsfoss  (some 
twenty-five  feet  high),  by  means  of  which  the 
upper  waters — from  which  salmon  were  pre¬ 
viously  locked  out,  partly  by  the  fall  itself,  partly 
by  a  trap  that  has  now  been  removed — are  now 
opened  for  a  distance  of  several  Norwegian  miles. 
The  iiass  has  proved  a  great  success,  large 
numbers  of  salmon  having  been  seen  last  summer 
running  up  through  it,  and  the  upper  water  con¬ 
tains  quite  a  number  of  splendid  fishing  pools 
and  plenty  of  excellent  spawning-ground.  There 
can,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  be  no  doubt  what¬ 
ever  but  that  within  a  few  years  the  fishing  on 
the  river  will  improve  enormously  in  consequence 
of  the  pass,  and,  judging  from  the  results  obtained 
last  summer  by  a  sportsman,  who  fished  the  upper 
waters  for  a  few  days,  I  dare  say  that  they  will 


afford  fine  sport  at  once.  And  this  may  the  more 
confidently  be  expected  because  the  fishing  by 
seine  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  has  up 
to  this  year  been  carried  on  for  six  days  every 
week,  and  whereby  large  numbers  of  salmon  have 
been  killed  before  getting  into  the  river,  will,  I 
believe,  from  next  year,  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the 
Government,  be  restricted  so  as  to  be  used  only 
three  days  a  week.  The  total  length  of  the  river 
is  about  forty-two  English  miles,  and  the  catch¬ 
ment  basin  of  the  same  is  about  266  square  miles. 
It  is  fed  by  a  great  many  lakes,  some  of  which 
are  rather  large.”.  Herr  Landmark’s  anticipa¬ 
tions  proved  correct,  and  last  year  the  fish  which 
passed  Fotlandsfoss  were  more  numerous  than 
even  during  the  previous  season.  It  would,  of 
course,  have  been  unreasonable  to  expect  that  in 
so  short  a  time  such  a  considerable  tract  of  water 
should'  have  been  peopled  with  fish  to  'such  an 
extent  as  to  afford  sport  equal  to  that  on  a  river 
to  which  salmon  had  regularly  had  access  for  a 
number  of  years.  Nevertheless,  the  results  were 
very  satisfactory,  and,  although  the  water  was 
only  fished  in  an  intermittent  fashion,  about 
8001b.  were  killed  with  the  rod,  one  sportsman 
killing  four  salmon  and  a  grilse  one  day,  besides 
losing  several  other  fish.  This,  for  a  fishing  of 
such  recent  creation,  is  extremely  good,  and  the 
development  of  such  a  fine  piece  of  sporting  water 
will  be  a  matter  of  very  great  interest,  especially 
when  the  hatchery,  which  is  about  to  be  erected, 
is  got  into  working  order. 

Throughout  the  entire  river  there  are  no  cruives 
or  nets,  there  is  no  clay  on  the  banks,  and  there 
is  no  timber  floating — that  curse  of  so  many 
rivers  in  southern  Norway  more  especially;  and 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  the  nets  have  now  to  be 
off  four  days  a  week.  It  would  seem,  therefore, 
that  there  are  all  the  element.s  of  making  this 
success  into  a  grand  one,  and  I  hope  shortly  to 
hear  that  the  river,  and  the  comfortable  fishing 
lodge  which  has  been  built  upon  it,  have  passed 
from  the  hands  of  the  Norwegian  syndicate 
which  initiated  the  enterprise,  into  those  of  an 
English  sportsman  interested  in  developing  to  the 
utmost  the  capabilities  of  the  river. 

The  country  is  a  charming  one.  and  the  scenery 
— more  especially  on  the  Orsdal  \  and,  from  which 
al  arge  tributary  flows — is  very  fine,  while  among 
the  numerous  other  lakes  there  is  abundance  of 
brown  trout  fishing. 


TWEEDS  FROM  GALASHIELS. 


Paris  fashions  are  proverbial,  and  truly  the 
fair  capital  of  France  is  crowned  Queen  of  hs 
modes,  but  in  one  corner  at  least  of  thi.s  most 
fickle  dame’s  domain,  the  sceptre  is  willingly 
yielded,  and  the  greatest  Paris  modistes  own 
unflinchingly,  even  gratefully,  that  the  Scotch 
tweeds  are  superb ;  and  that  for  hunting,  shoot¬ 
ing,  fishing,  golf,  &c.,  nothing  is  to  compare  to  a 
good  Scotch  tweed  simply  yet  stylishly  made. 
Also  rowadays  when  les  (jrandes  dames  play  at 
simplicity,  and  eat  black  bread  off  Sevres  china 
plates,  the  robe  taillsur  is  most  popular  among 
the  votaries  who  worship  at  the  shrine  of  Paris 
fashion.  But,  one  word,  it  is  necessary  that  these 
dresses  fit  perfectly. 

Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall  and  Scott,  of  the 
Langhaugh  Mills,  Galashiels,  N.B.,  are  well 
known  to  be  one  of  the  best  manufacturers  of 
the  now  famous  Scotch  tweeds,  and  from  a  box 
of  samples  we  have  just  been  looking  over,  they 
have,  it  appears,  surpassed  themselves.  Any  way, 
they  have  effectually  succeeded  in  arousing 
longing  desires  in  the  heart  of  every  woman  who 
has  seen  these  patterns,  to  at  once  possess  a  dress 
made  of  one  of  these  sott,  charming  fabrics. 

No  daughter  of  Eve  could  resist  long  their 
subtle  fascination,  and  then  even  the  most 
prudent  house  wife  can  add  this  salve  to  her 
conscience,  “  It  will  be  so  useful.  There  is  no¬ 
thing  like  a  tweed  for  wear.” 

An  embarras  de  richesse  makes  the  choice  per¬ 
plexing  however,  for  the  variety  of  these  tweeds 
is  immense,  whilst  some  beautiful  fine  cloths,  &c., 
divide  the  honour  of  the  hour  with  them,  for 
Messrs.  Currie  and  Co.  do  not  confine  themselves 
only  to  the  manufacture  of  tweeds,  although 
these  latter  are  still  Iheir  speciality.  The  Sports¬ 
man’s  Cheviot  Tweed  is  splendid  wear,  and  is  the 
very  thing  for  a  costume  for  shooting,  hunting, 
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fishing,  or  golfing.  It  is  very  thick  yet  light,  and 
one  can  almost  say  weatherproof,  so  defiant  is  it 
of  storm  and  cold.  The  Ashiestiel  Cheviot  Tweed 
is  rather  finer  in  ([uality.  One,  in  two  shades  of 
brown,  would  make  a  very  stylish  travelling  cos¬ 
tume  or  cloak.  The  Cranite  Tweed  also  makes 
up  very  well.  One  of  these  has  a  dark  brown 
ground,  flaked  with  light  brown,  green,  and 
red;  it  would  make  a  very  pretty  bride’s  travel¬ 
ling  dress.  Another,  in  two  tones  of  grey,  would 
look  very  effective  for  travelling  if  trimmed  with 
dark  grey  or  black  velvet.  The  Lucy  Bertram 
costume  cloth  would  make  a  very  useful  travel¬ 
ling  dress.  It  can  he  had  in  either  grey,  red,  or 
brown,  and  shades  from  dark  to  light,  whilst  a 
small  white  fleck  is  introduced  into  it.  Itcostsonly 
43.  fid.  the  yard  and  is  47  inches  wide,  and  would 
wear,  to  use  a  popular  phrase,  for  ever.  The 
Lucy  Bertram  serges  are  also  most  useful  wear. 
One,  of  a  warm  green,  would  look  most  stylish 


1.  Tho  Kttriok  Forest  Tweed,  made  from  lambs' wool.  AVidlh, 
n.  Price  38.  Gfl.  ]H*.-  yard. 

2.  Sliephenl  Checks  and  Sj)t>rtsnmirs  Fine  Saxony  Tweeds. 
Widtli,  28in.  Price  3s.  I  Itl.  per  yard. 

3  and  4.  Torwoodlee  Suitings  and  Tmuserings.  Width,  2Hin. 
price  Is.  Id.  jicr  yard. 

Shepherd  (’hecks  and  Siiortsman’s  Fine  Saxony  Tweeds. 
Width,  ‘J8in.  Ihdce  3s.  1  Id.  per  yard, 
t).  The  Oala-Watcr  Trou.serings.  Width,  2Sin.  I’rice  3s.  7d. 
per  yard. 


trimmed  with  black  braid.  Will  the  time-worn 
popularity  for  serges  ever  die  out?  That  would 
be  impossible,  surely,  if  all  the  serges,  so  called, 
were  of  the  weight  and  durability  of  those  pro¬ 
duced  by  this  firm.  The  Mary  Seaton  and  Mary 
Barton  serges,  in  black  and  navy  blue,  make  up 
splendidly  for  knockabout  dresses  for  country 
pursuits,  (loojerat  indigo  blue  and  black  serges, 
checked  and  twilled,  are  a  better  make  and  more 
expensive,  but  truly  w'orth  the  money  asked.  The 
Flower  of  Yarrow  costume  cloth  is  very  light  and 
])retty,  and  would  make  up  as  charming  spring 
costumes.  A  pretty  golf  costume  could  be  made 
either  of  the  Star  of  the  East  cloth,  a  medley  of 
brown  and  white,  or  of  the  Tidford  homespuns, 
which  can  he  had  in  a  variety  of  tasteful  mixtures. 
But  not  only  for  the  wants  of  the  ladies  does  this 
firm  cater.  Golfers  of  cither  sex  can  find  some¬ 
thing  to  suit  their  case,  whilst  the  rough  Pilot 
cloth  would  be  suitable  either  for  a  great  coat  or 
for  a  smart  little  jacket,  and  anglers  need  such 


warm  wraps  whilst  Avaiting,  exposed  to  the 
treacherous  east  winds  for  a  run  or  a  rise. 

In  order  more  effectively  to  bring  these 
materials  to  the  notice  of  our  readers,  we  have 
tried  the  experiment  of  reproducing  by  photo¬ 
graphy,  six  patterns,  selected  quite  haphazard 
from  the  many  scores  which  the  firm  produces. 

I  Of  course,  we  can  only  give  them  in  black  and 
I  white ;  the  originals  are  of  all  shades.  W'^e  con- 
j  sider  the  experiment  quite  successful. 


3®aalt0Tiiana 

I  AM  informed  that  the  conservators  have  given 
way  in  respect  of  the  proposed  bye-law  by  which 
increased  netting  facilities  were  to  be  conferred 
on  the  multitude  of  personages,  great  and  small, 
who  own  a  few  yards  of  river  frontage.  They 
have  also  promised  to  amend  the  proposed  bye¬ 
laws  in  other  ways.  In  this  they  have  yielded  to 
the  force  of  circumstances  which  were  too  strong 
for  them,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  have  to  thank 
certain  members  of  the  Corporation  of  London 
for  helping  to  bring  about  the  desired  effect. 

The  next  question  is,  will  the  conservators  meet 
the  wishes  of  anglers  and  benefit  the  fisheries  of 
the  Thames,  by  making  the  improvements  in  the 
exi.sting  bye-laws  which  have  been  so  strongly 
urged  upon  them  by  men  who  know  their  subject  ? 
We  asked  for  bread  and  were  offered  a  stone  ;  the 
offer  of  the  stone  has  been  withdrawn,  but  is  the 
bread  forthcoming  ?  That  is  the  point. 

It  must  not  he  taken  for  granted  from  these 
remarks  of  mine,  that  everything  which  was 
objectionable  in  the  proposed  bye-laws  has  been 
removed.  The  conservators  have  not  yet,  so  I 
understand,  decided  to  forego  the  clause  which 
would  prevent  the  taking  of  fish  for  fish  culture 
and  other  scientific  purposes,  and  I  am  not  at  all 
sure  that  they  propose  to  place  the  backwaters 
generally  under  the  operation  of  the  bye-laws.  If 
they  do  not,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  persons 
owning  land  on  the  hank  of  such  backwaters  to 
net  out  the  fish  which  take  shelter  there  in  times 
of  flood,  and  which  frefjuent  such  places  for 
spawning  purposes.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  owners  of  fisheries  were  entitled  to  night 
line  in  the  fence  months. 


I  THINK,  too,  after  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  the  old  bye-laM'  conferring  certain 
j  limited  rights  of  netting  on  private  persons  was 
'  more  or  less  idtra  vires  (which  being  translated 
means  that  the  conservators  had  never  any  power 
to  make  such  a  bye-law),  and  that  practically,  no 
netting  is  being  carried  on,  that  the  conservators 
should  have  omitted  such  bye-law  altogether, 
merely  reserving  to  owners  of  private  fisheries, 
where  such  exist,  no  greater  powers  than  are 
reserved  to  them  by  Act  of  Parliament.  It 
should  be  understood  that  by  Act  of  Parliament 
no  one  has  more  right  to  net  in  the  river  than, 
another.  The  law  does  not  draw  any  distinction, 
between  angling  rights  and  netting  rights.  What 
the  private  owners  have  is  the  ownership  of  the 
fishery  with  power  to  exclude  the  public,  but  they 
can  only  use  their  fishing  rights  according  to 
'  the  regulations  of  the  conservators.  Netting 
privileges  were  brought  into  existence  by  the 
i  conservators,  and  not  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
i  Thames  anglers  have  prevented  the  conservators 
I  extending  those  privileges  as  they  proposed,  they 
should  now  endeaA’Our  to  sweep  them  aAvajr 
altogether.  I  trust  no  appeal  to  the  Privy 
;  Council  will  he  necessary,  but  I  hope  next  week 
!  to  give  some  interesting  facts  conct.rning  the 
costs  of  such  an  ap]>eal,  and  the  way  in  which  it 
i  should  be  made. 


'  The  event  of  the  week  in  angling  circles  has 
'  been  the  birth  of  the  British  Sea-Anglers’  Society. 
I  was  present  at  its  formation  yesterday  week 
and  have  never  seen  and  heard  greater  enthu- 
I  siasm  at  any  public  meetin  g.  If  one  thing  was 
I  more  clear  than  another  it  is  that  a  large  section 
[  of  the  angling  public  desire  to  know  more  about 
i  sca-fishing  and  to  have  greater  facilities  of  enjoy- 
'  ing  it.  The  drawbacks  to  sea-fishing  are  about 
‘  four  in  number.  Some  of  thc'Pa  the  society  hopes 


to  overcome.  First,  I  would  put  sea-sickness. 
For  that  the  society  can  little  more  than  provide 
basins  and  mops,  which,  after  all,  do  not  console 
sufferers  to  any  considerable  extent.  But  the 
society  can  of  course  discover  where  the  best 
fishing  from  piers,  rocks,  jetties,  d'c.,  is  to  be 
obtained,  and  communicate  such  information  to 
its  members,  and  it  will  no  doubt  open  out  the  sea¬ 
fishing  (and  splendid  fishing  it  is,  too)  which  can 
be  enjoyed  on  the  land-locked  inlets  of  the  sea  on 
the  West  Coast  of  Scotland  and  in  certain  estuaries 
where  the  water  is  calm  as  on  any  mill  pond. 

The  second  drawback  is  the  way  sea  fish  have 
of  only  coming  in  shore  to  he  caught  at  uncertain 
intervals.  This  can  be  overcome  by  the  society. 
Not  that  it  can  alter  the  habits  of  sea  fish,  but 
by  it  can  have  corresponding  members  all  round 
the  coasts  who  would  keep  those  at  head  quarters 
informed  of  the  arrival  of  fish  and  the  chances 
of  sport.  No  member  would  then  visit  the  coast 
at  the  wrong  time,  for  by  telegraphing  the  hon. 
sec.  he  would  find  out  the  right  place  to  go  to  at 
any  particular  season.  These  corresponding 
members,  who  in  some  places  would  doubtless 
form  local  branches  with  local  club  houses,  would 
be  able  to  give  a  great  deal  of  useful  information 
on  a  variety  of  subjects,  which  Avould,  I  imagine, 
be  published  from  time  to  time  in  a  journal. 

The  third  disadvantage  in  sea  fishing  is  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  baits,  and  this  could  doubt¬ 
less  he  dealt  with  by  the  society.  Last,  but  not 
least,  is  the  cost  of  sea  fishing  from  boats.  This 
is,  as  I  have  often  pointed  out,  more  than  the  cost 
of  trout  fishing.  AVhy,  one  can  catch  salmon  at 
Killaloe  for  less  money  than  one  can  catch  whit¬ 
ing  pout  at  Brighton  !  Where  the  fishermen 
were  amenable  to  reason,  the  society  would  doubt¬ 
less  make  special  terms  for  members,  and  Avhere 
this  could  not  be  done  the  society  could,  when 
funds  permitted,  own  boats  of  its  own.  Possibly, 
too,  the  society  would  be  able  to  obtain  cheap 
railway  travelling  privileges  for  its  members, 
which  would  enable  them  to  go  farther  afield  and 
get  better  fishing  than  they  can  near  London. 
Such  privileges  would  be  of  value  more  particu¬ 
larly  to  London  anglers,  but  as  far  as  1  under¬ 
stand  it,  the  society  is  not  a  London  one,  but 
British  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  I  venture  to 
express  the  hope  that  ladies  and  hoys  under  fifteen 
will  be  admitted  as  members  for  the  same  sub¬ 
scription  as  members  of  angling  clubs  are  to  pay, 
namely  5s.  fid.  It  would  add  greatly  to  the  plea¬ 
sures  of  a  visit  to  the  seaside  if  we  fathers  of 
families  could  send  out  our  boys  with  reliable 
fishermen  where  they  could  catch  some  fish  and 
have  a  day  on  the  sea  for  a  reasonable  outlay.  I 
hear  that  since  the  meeting,  Mr.  Peter  Bsslemont, 
the  chairman  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board,  has 
accepted  the  post  of  vice-president  of  the  associ¬ 
ation,  and  that  Mr.  Ball,  a  well-known  sea  angler  at 
Deal,  has  very  kindly  given  the  partial  use  of 
his  rooms  at  Ififi,  Haymarket,  London,  as  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Society.  Anglers  Avishing  to  join 
should,  therefore,  write  Mr.  Aflalo,  the  hon.  sec., 
at  that  address,  enclosing  their  half-guinea  sub¬ 
scription,  or  the  lesser  sum  which  members  of 
clubs  are  to  pay.  I  hope  there  will  he  a  rush  to 
join  the  asscciation,  so  that  the  gentlemen  who 
are  giA'ing  so  much  time  and  trouble  to  its  forma¬ 
tion  will  not  be  hampered  for  want  of  funds.  Df 
course,  the  greater  the  number  of  members  the 
more  money  the  society  will  have  at  its  com¬ 
mand,  and  the  more  can  be  done.  AVith  such  a 
low  subscription,  the  roll  of  members  ought  to 
reach  four  hundred  at  least  Avithin  the  present 
year.  Templar. 


The  AVorld’s  Fair  at  Chicago. — For  the  con¬ 
venience  of  visitors  to  Chicago  during  the  forth¬ 
coming  exposition,  a  mammoth  hotel  is  being 
erected  by  the  AA^orld’s  Fair  Co-operative  Bureau. 
The  hotel  is  in  blocks,  somewhat  after  the  plan  of 
St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  and  will  contain  over 
0000  rooms.  These  rooms  will  be  let  at  a  uniform 
rate  of  a  dollar  a  day  to  those  Avho  pay  a  nominal 
registration  fee  beforehand,  and  thus  secure  the 
right  of  occupancy  at  any  time  during  the  exposi¬ 
tion.  The  sole  representation  of  the  AVorld’s 
Fair  Co-operative  Bureau  in  tireat  Britain,  has 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Press 
Agency,  1,  King’s  Arms-yard,  and  51,  Ooleman- 
street  London,  E.C. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

On  Thursday  evening,  the  2nd  inst.,  the  committee  of 
the  Birmingham  Association  met  at  the  headquarters, 
when  business  of  importance  was  transacted,  the  com¬ 
mittee  unanimously  affirming  the  principle  laid  down  by 
Mr.  C.  White,  for  the  obtaining  of  a  silver  challenge 
cup  to  be  fished  for  annually  by  the  members  of  the 
association.  The  meeting  was  well  attended,  Mr.  T. 
Ooles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice- 
chair.  A  donation  of  one  guinea  was  ordered  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Sutton  testimonial,  after  which  Messrs. 
Dance  and  Coles  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the 
t^neen’s  Arms  Inn,  Queen's-road,  Aston,  the  house 
where  the  Ring  of  Bells  Society  wish  to  hold  their  future 
meetings.  The  report  was  in  every  way  satisfactory,  and 
the  inn  was  strongly  recommended  by  the  visitors  to  the 
committee  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  club  to  hold  their 
meetings  at.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  removal 
sanctioned.  The  usual  visiting  fee  was  ordered  to  be 
paid  by  the  club.  The  challenge  cup  business  was  next 
taken,  when  Mr.  White  spoke  to  the  advisability  of  the 
association  becoming  possessed  of  a  challenge  cup ; 
other  members  spoke  upon  the  matter,  all  being  in 
favour  of  the  projected  scheme,  when,  finally,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  principle  as  laid  down  by  Mr.  White 
for  the  acquiring  of  a  challenge  cup  to  be  fished  for 
annually,  be  affirmed,  and,  further,  that  a  sub-com¬ 
mittee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  circular  in 
detail  and  submit  it  to  the  various  clubs,  and  that  the 
matter  be  discussed  at  a  special  general  meeting.  The 
five  following  gentlemen,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
secretary,  were  duly  appointed,  viz.,  Messrs.  Coles, 
Dance.  Allen,  Cottrell  and  Hughes.  The  motion  of  Mr. 
C.  Holloway  re  the  association  increasing  its  subscrip¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  surplus  funds  over  the  ordinary 
subscription  go  towards  e.stablishing  a  fund  for  the 
preservation  of  specimen  fish  caught  by  the  members, 
was  discussed,  after  which  it  was  resolved  that 
the  matter  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates, 
and  that  it  be  brought  before  the  special  general  meet¬ 
ing.  The  Convivial  Society  having  got  into  difficulties, 
it  was  resolved  that  two  of  the  visiting  committee  be 
appointed  to  pay  the  club  a  visit,  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  committee.  This  concluded  the  business 
of  the  meeting. 

The  divisional  committee  of  the  Benevolent  Society 
visited  the  Ladywood  Society  on  Monday  evening  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  the  benefits  of  the  society  before 
the  members,  who,  through  a  misunderstanding,  had  not 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  joining.  Messrs. 
Coles,  White,  Marsden,  and  Reynolds  addressed  Ihe 
members,  after  which  a  discussion  ensued  respecting 
two  members  of  the  Sparkbrook  Society  applying  for 
relief  and  being  refused.  The  depirtation  informed  the 
club  that  they,  the  club,  were  misinformed  upon  the 
matter  as  no  application  had  been  made  by  the  persons 
in  question.  The  explanation  was  acceirted,  after  which 
certain  of  the  members  gave  in  their  names  as  wishing 
to  join  the  society.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to 
the  deputation  for  the  able  manner  they  had  placed  the 
benefits  of  the  society  before  the  members. 

Very  little  sport  has  been  had  since  my  last  notes 
were  despatched.  Although  a  great  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out,  the  rivers  are  reported  to  be  out  of  con¬ 
dition,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  gone  out  long  dis¬ 
tances  up  the  Severn  and  Avon,  and  upon  their  arrival 
have  found  the  water  like  pea-soup,  and  the  meadows 
flooded  to  such  an  extent  that  fishing  was  out  of  the 
question,  and  they  have  had  to  return  water  beaten. 
On  the  River  Anker  matters  have  been  very  bad  and  the 
river  still  remains  unfishable,  so  the  St.  George’s 
members  have  had  to  be  content  with  the  Fazeley  Pools, 
where  they  have  been  taking  a  few  jack,  but  nothing 
over  3^1b.  weight.  We  are  still  having  cold  windy 
weather,  which  prevents  a  many  from  turning  out. 

The  Tenby  Piscatorials  had  a  rare  jolly  night  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  1,  a  rare  programme  being  submitted 
to  the  members  and  their  friends  by  the  president,  Mr. 
G.  King.  Messrs.  Yardley  and  his  company  gave  some 
first-class  mandoline,  banjo,  and  concertina  solos,  and 
Messrs.  Day,  Cottrell,  and  Tom  Andrews  contributed 
towards  the  vocal  portion  of  the  entertainment.  These 
concerts  take  place  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  each 
month,  when  the  members  will  be  pleased  to  welcome 
anyone  from  the  kindred  societies. 

A  select  vocal  and  instrumental  concert  will  be  held  on 
the  12th inst. ,attheBirmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield. 
The  programme  will  consist  of  sacred  music,  vocal  selec¬ 
tions,  and  readings.  The  following  gentlemen  have 
promised  to  appear,  namely — Professor  Cauldfield  and 
family;  Messrs.  Yardley,  Evans  and  Harper,  Mr.  H. 
Saunders,  Mr.  W.  Gamwell,  and  Mr.  F.  Stokes. 
During  the  evening  a  collection  will  bo  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Since  Saturday,  the  weather  has  been  very  fine, 
Monday  and  Tuesday  being  specially  so  for  this  season 
of  the  year,  though  to-day  (Wednesday),  is  cold  and 
blustering,  with  passing  showers.  With  the  waters  in 
this  condition,  angling  has  been  practically  out  of  the 
question  with  any  great  hope  of  success  up  to  to-day, 
while  to-day  the  strong  wind  made  matters  almost  as 
bad.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  but  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  or  at  hast  I  have  not  come  across  them,  nor  heard  of 


any  capture  of  importance.  I  chronicled  the  fact  last 
week,  that  an  angler  had  taken  4Glb.  of  fish  in  the 
Weston  reach ;  the  weight  of  fish  was  correct,  but  the 
fish  were  all  pike,  not  one  pike  and  the  rest  a  mixed 
lot,  though  this  was  the  report  made  to  me.  In  any 
view  it  was  a  capital  catch,  one  of  the  best  of  the  season 
in  fact,  though  none  of  the  fish  wore  specially  large. 
Other  anglers  on  the  Western  water  have  also  met  with 
fair  success  among  the  pike,  and  so  far  as  that  fish  is 
concerned,  there  is  not  much  reason  at  present  for 
grumbling.  The  giant  pike,  noted  last  week  as  being 
located  below  Weston  Cliff,  has  now  increased  from  401b. 
to  5()lb.  in  weight  — at  least  so  the  angler  said  who  was 
last  “  into  ”  it.  I  have  not  seen  the  fish  myself,  but  I 
believe  that  there  is  a  pike  of  abnormal  size  in  the 
water,  and  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  has 
been  known  for  years.  Some  one  may  catch  it  yet. 
Dwellers  about  Weston  Cliff,  and  the  angling  fraternity 
who  frequent  the  reach,  are  quite  enthusiastic  over  it. 
There  are  three  very  large  pike  at  present  lying  at  the 
junction  of  the  Derwent  with  the  Trent.  The  best  of 
these  is  a  fish  of  apparently  2.51b.,  not  a  long,  but  an 
extremely  thick,  fish  with  a  very  broad  back.  A  pike  of 
121b.  was  recently  taken  not  far  from  here,  in  the  Pride 
of  Derby  water.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  fish  taken 
for  some  time,  and  was  an  excellent  specimen. 

The  diseased  salmon  recently  seen  in  the  Derwent 
below  Wilne  Wtir  have  now  disappeared,  the  probability 
being  that  the  fish  have  gone  down  with  the  recent 
flood.  It  is  the  best  thing  that  could  have  occurred, 
provided  the  fish  have  strength  to  reach  the  sea.  To¬ 
day  I  could  see  no  signs  of  any  of  them,  though  the  day, 
owing  to  the  high  wind  and  somewhat  discoloured  water, 
was  unfavourable  for  observation.  None  of  these  fish 
spawned,  which  is  an  extremely  unfortunate  circum¬ 
stance  as  we  can  ill  spare  a  single  ovum.  Ova  are  at 
present  worth  their  weight  in  gold  to  the  Trent,  whose 
existence  as  a  salmon  river  of  any  degree  of  excellence 
is  in  serious  jeopardy.  I  have  as  yet  seen  no  fresh  run 
fish,  but  I  am  informed  on  what  should  be  excellent 
authority  that  some  fish  have  been  seen  “picking,”  to 
use  the  local  phrase,  in  the  Beeston  district.  They  can 
hardly  be  kelts,  and  I  see  no  reason,  considering  the 
excellent  condition  of  the  water  for  running,  why  they 
should  not  be  fresh  run  “springers.”  Trout  fishing 
opened  on  the  2nd  inst.,  but  it  will  be  at  least  April  1 
before  the  fish  are  in  anything  like  condition.  Many  of 
the  fish  have  not  yet  spawned.  This,  of  course,  seems 
extremely  late,  but  I  was  informed  on  Tuesday  by  a 
well-known  Derbyshire  angler  that  some  of  the  best 
spawn  his  club  ever  obtained  for  its  small  hatchery  was 
taken  from  a  trout  on  Feb.  14,  so  that  there  is  nothing 
specially  abnormal  in  this  season,  so  far  as  Derbyshire 
waters  are  concerned.  The  Trent  Board  has  under 
serious  consideration  the  proposal  to  extend  the  season 
for  a  fortnight,  say  until  Oct.  1-5.  By  the  1871)  Act,  the 
trout  season  may  be  varied  by  a  special  bye-law  of  any 
Board  of  Conservators  provided  tbe  season  does  not 
close  before  Sept.  2,  nor  be  extended  beyond  Nov.  2, 
and  the  close  season  must  extend  for  123  clear  days. 
Advantage  has  been  taken  of  this  power  in  various  rivers, 
the  Eden,  the  Dee,  the  Coquet,  and  the  Derwent  (Cumber¬ 
land),  being  notable  examples.  If,  therefore,  the  Trent 
Board  does  extend  the  season  (and  its  decision  rests 
entirely  with  the  anglers  of  Derbyshire),  it  must  also 
extend  the  close  season.  Derbyshire  trout  are,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  best  authorities,  in  good  condition  by  May,  in 
better  condition  by  June,  at  their  prime  in  July,  after 
which  month  they  begin  to  go  back  until  by  October  they 
are  hardly  worth  taking  in  the  generality  of  cases.  In 
view  of  this,  which,  I  believe,  is  a  correct  statement  of 
the  case,  and  the  further  fact  that  trout  vary  as  to  con¬ 
dition  and  time  of  spawning  in  the  different  streams  of 
the  locality,  the  Trent  Board  would  be  well  advised  if  it 
merely  exi ended  the  close  season  for  a  month  without 
any  extension  of  the  open  season  at  all.  This  has  been 
done  in  several  districts,  the  Kent,  the  Dart,  the  Wye, 
and  the  Tovey  being  so  regulated,  while  on  the  Avon 
and  Stour  (save  above  Amesbury,  where  the  date  is  from 
October  15)  the  close  season  is  from  October  1  to 
March  31,  two  months  above  the  time  required  by  law. 
The  matter  will  probably  come  up  for  consideration  at 
the  general  meeting  of  the  board  in  March,  but  the  deci¬ 
sion  rests,  as  I  have  said,  entirely  with  the  anglers  in 
the  county. 

Mr.  T.  Wood,  of  Nottingham,  the  lessee  of  the  King’s 
Mills  and  Weston  Fishery,  has,  I  hear,  taken  from  Lord 
Donnington,  the  Shardlow  water,  extending  from  the 
Midland  Railway  Bridge  below  Weston  to  where  the 
Pride  of  Derby  water  begins,  not  far  above  the  Long 
Horse  Bridge  above  Sawley.  Though  himself  a  member 
of  the  Wellington  Club,  he  is,  I  understand,  to  sublet  it 
under  somewhat  severe  restrictions  to  that  society. 
Many  anglers,  formerly  subscribers  on  the  Weston  reach, 
when  they  heard  of  the  probability  of  the  Wellington 
Club  obtaining  a  lease  of  the  water,  had  made  up  their 
minds  to  join  the  club,  as  considerable  dissatislaction 
prevailed  amongst  the  subscribers,  their  principal  griev¬ 
ance  being  that  the  use  of  boats  was  prohibited.  As, 
however,  my  information  is  to  the  effect  that  one  of  the 
terms  of  the  sub-lea.se  stipulates  that  there  is  to 
be  no  fishing  from  boats,  _  the  intending  members 
will  probably  not  join  the  society.  The  prohibition  of 
boat  fishing  is  justified  on  the  ground  that  the  use  of 
boats  would  be  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  poorer 
members  of  the  club  !  As  the  entrance  fee  to  the 
Wellington  is  either  lOs.  or  £1  (i  am  not  quite  sure 
which),  and  the  club  is,  I  believe,  a,“<>J,  per  week” 
one,  the  reason  given  for  the  prohibition  is  rather  far¬ 
fetched.  Your  Nottingham  correspondent  will  probably 
have  something  to  say  on  the  point. 

The  report  of  the  engineers  on  the  results  of  the 
experiments  on  the  Derby  sewage  has,  I  hear,  been 


issued,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  made  public.  Fi’om  what 
I  can  gather  it  is  not  very  favourable,  and  several  other 
methods  are  to  have  a  trial.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some 
real  benefit  will  eventually  accrue  to  the  Derwent. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Beaconsfield  Conservative 
Angling  Club  was  held  last  week  in  Derby.  It  was 
announced  at  the  meeting  th,at  all  the  fishing  permits 
had,  through  the  kindness  of  the  patrons  of  the  club, 
been  renewed  for  the  present  season,  and  that  some 
miles  of  water  were  thus  open  to  members.  In  .addition 
to  the  Willington  water  the  club  is,  I  believe,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  secure  another  stretch.  In  addition 
to  the  Haslam  cup,  several  other  valuable  iirizes  are  to 
be  open  to  competition  next  year.  The  membership  of 
the  club  is  now  over  100,  and  it  is  in  every  way  in  a 
flourishing  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Should  no  more  rain  fall,  the  rivers  should  be  in 
condition  for  good  fishing  by  to-morrow  (Thursday), 
but  with  the  present  high  wind,  the  prospects  are  a 
little  uncertain.  _ . 


FROM  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Excellent  sport  continues  to  be  had  on  all  the  pike 
streams  in  the  Fen  District,  and  since  my  last  notes  were 
despatched,  I  have  received  particulars  of  some  heavy 
captures.  Most  of  the  regular  habitues  of  the  Forty-foot 
have  been  out  and  done  well,  but  the  best  reports  come 
from  the  Witham,  a  water  which  is  more  acco.ssible  to 
north-countrymen,  as  there  are  numerous  riverside 
stations  between  Boston  and  Lincoln — a  locality  where 
the  principal  angling  takes  place.  On  this  river  Mr.  T. 
Rowbotham  took  three  pike,  scaling  over  81b.  apiece, 
and  several  of  leaser  weight.  Mr.  Kent  landed  a  ten- 
pounder  at  the  Stanch  at  Bai'dney,  and  a  Sheffield 
angler,  fishing  in  the  lower  Witham,  took  three  very 
large  pike,  one  of  which  was  said  to  weigh  151b.  Just 
below  the  Stamp-end  looks  at  Lincoln,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Tom  Brown  captured  three,  one  of  51b.,  and  nearer  Dog- 
dyke  Mr.  Perry  got  five  in  two  days,  the  best  being  a 
nine-pounder. 

Sport  on  the  Forty-foot  has  been  chiefly  confined  to 
local  anglers,  and  amongst  those  who  have  taken  fish  the 
following  are  about  the  best : — Mr.  Pearson,  a  brace  on 
Saturday,  weighing  71b.  8oz.,  and  one  of  51b.  on  Monday  ; 
Mr.  Kitchen,  in  two  days  this  week,  secured  four  pike, 
averaging  41b.  each  ;  Mr.  Heath  captured  one  of  61b. 
on  Tuesday,  and  Mr.  Winter  got  two  on  the  same  day, 
one  about  41b.,  and  the  other  close  upon  3Ib.  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  ;  Mr.  Marsh  landed  two  of  about  51b.  each,  and 
Mr.  Pancourt  bagged  one  of  41b.,  and  two  others  of 
lesser  weight. 

On  the  Vernatts  Drain,  a  tributary  of  the  Welland,  I 
hear  Mr.  Hall,  a  veteran  pike  angler,  has  been  doing 
some  good  things  daring  the  past  fortnight,  having 
captured  in  the  teens  of  fish,  some  of  which  ran  up  to 
81b.  and  91b.  a-piece.  Mr.  Green  is  also  reported  to  have 
done  well  on  the  main  stream. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Thoi’e  is  a  rumour  current  that  the  Kent  Angling 
Association,  having  its  headquarters  at  Kendal,  is  about 
to  lose  the  services  of  its  honorary  secretary,  Mr.  John 
Watson,  who,  it  is  said,  has  intimated  his  intention  of 
resigning  the  office  at  the  forthcoming  annual  meeting. 
We  hear,  however,  that  an  effort  will  be  made  to  induce 
Mr.  Watson  to  continue  the  duties.  He  has  rendered  good 
service  to  anglers  and  the  public  generallv  by  fighting 
from  his  seat  on  the  County  Council  in  favour  of  pre¬ 
serving  the  purity  of  the  local  rivers,  and  has  succeeded 
in  exposing  and  removing  grievances  in  the  matter  of 
pollution.  He  is  also  a  useful  member  of  the  Lake  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Conservators,  and  though  not  perhaps  an 
ardent  angler,  is  an  authority  on  pisciculture  and 
natural  history  generally. 

A  local  paper  says  :  “  Every  angler  knows  that  fish 
are  keenly  sensitive  to  the  weather,  and  an  illustration 
of  this  was  experienced  in  Windermere  on  Monday.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  capture  some  char  to  be  carried  to 
Coniston  Lake,  and  nine  draws  of  the  net  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  only  one  perch.  The  banks  near  the  month 
of  the  Holbeck  was  the  spot  drawn  over,  and  _  generally 
that  is  a  smittle  part  of  the  lake  at  this  time  of 
year;  but  a  keen  north- west  wind  blew  and  roughened 
the  water,  causing  the  char  to  drop  back  again  into  the 
deeiJS.  On  any  mild  day  lately  there  were  thousands  of 
char  swimming  about  the  same  spot.” 

Angling  for  trout  and  char  commences  generally  on 
March  2,  netting,  where  allowed,  coming  into  operation 
a  month  later.  So  far  as  can  at  present  be  ascertained 
the  outlook  for  the  coming  season  is  favourable.  Spawn¬ 
ing  operations  are  rei)orted  to  bo  altogether  satisfactory 
in  both  lakes  and  rivers. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  meeting  of  the  Merry  Anglers  a  few  nights  ago  to 
discuss  the  annual  dinner,  was  a  very  successful  affair, 
and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  culinary  department  of 
the  Three  Crowns,  audit  it  were  possible  to  make  any 
complaints,  the  same  would  be  made  on  the  late  arrivals, 
who  to  some  extent  kept  the-  others  from  an  early  com¬ 
mencement.  Mr.  George  Yates,  the  newly-elected 
president,  was  in  command,  and  ably  dispensed  the  good 
things  which  literally  covered  the  table.  After  the  cloth 
was  removed  the  usual  harmony  occupied  the  rest  of  the 
evening.  This  association  is  confidently  looking  forward 
to  good  things  piscatorial  in  the  coming  season,  and 
wo  wish  Mr. "Yates  and  his  “Merry  Men  ”  every  good 
wish.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  Manchester 
and  Districts  Amalgamation  has  failed  in  its  application 
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for  fishinff  rights  over  a  river  near  Chester.  Tliis 
association,  nnder  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Hawkes,  has 
developed  a  lot  of  enterprise,  and  this  makes  the  failure 
the  more  regrettable. 

A  new  club  has  sprung  into  existence  in  Hulme,  under 
the  name  of  the  Mill  Sawyers’  Angling  Society.  Mr.  P. 
Leonard  is  the  president,  and  Mr.  E.  Johnson  the 
secretary. 

The  Hampton  Court  Angling  Society,  Salford,  promises 
■well  for  a  successful  first  season.  Although  only  a 
month  old,  its  roll-call  is  complete.  This  must  be  very 
gratifying  to  the  veteran  who  organised  the  club  and  is 
the  first  treasurer. 

A  preliminary  warning  is  given  by  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery  Board  that  the  coming  close  season  will  be 
strictly  enforced  in  respect  to  the  waters  under  control, 
and  the  co-operation  of  all  subscribers  to  this  fishery  is 
urgently  needed,  in  order  to  protect  the  undertaking 
from  the  abuse  existing  in  former  years,  when  much 
mischief  was  done. 

The  Openshaw  anglers  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
getting  Mr.  Hadfield-Bowcrs  into  harness,  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  to  office  of  a  gentleman  with  the  true  interests  of 
angling  at  heart  is  always  beneficial  to  the  society 
fortunate  enough  to  count  him  as  a  member.  For  a  long 
time  numbers  have  prevailed  at  Openshaw,  and,  nnder 
Mr.  Bowers’  influence,  the  society  is  bound  'to  benefit  in 
the  future.  It  is  an  open  secret  that  some  fresh  water 
will  have  to  be  secured  by  this  society,  but,  donbt’ess, 
this  difficulty  will  be  easily  overcome. 


FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  salmon  fishing  season  commenced  on  the  2nd  inst., 
but  with  no  results  up  to  the  present,  as  the  rivers  are 
yet  too  high  for  the  nets,  and  angling  for  salmon  in  this 
neighbourhood  seems  altogether  at  a  discount,  as  the 
few  fish  taken  during  the  season  are  captured  by  nets, 
and  the  local  fishermen  are  anticipating  some  little  sport 
when  the  rivers  are  reduced  in  volume,  as  the  floods  and 
rises  in  the  water,  they  hope,  will  enable  a  few  salmon 
to  escape  the  numerous  engines  spread  for  their  capture 
at  the  month  of  the  Severn,  and  which,  nnder  other 
circumstances,  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  them  to  do.  And 
this  is  such  a  very  sore  point  with  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  in  the  upper  ■waters,  that  some  of  them 
arc  inclined  to  prohibit  anglers  from  trespassing  on 
their  land  as  a  sort  of  protest  against  the  present  very 
one-sided  state  of  affairs,  as  they  argue  that  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  charge  anglers  for  licences,  but  cannot 
grpt  them  permission  to  reach  the  rivers,  and  to  do 
this,  the  anglers  have  to  count  on  the  goodwill  of  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  the  lands  adjoining  the  river ; 
and  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  on  all  farms  bounded  by 
rivers,  one  half  of  that  river  is  measured  in  with  the 
acreage  of  the  farm,  and  on  this  the  tenant  has  to  pay 
rent,  rates,  and  taxes  ;  and  if  the  river  runs  through  the 
farm,  the  whole  of  it  is  measured  in  and  charged  for; 
and  ^  the  tenants  in  this  district  argue  with  great 
justice,  that  they  should  have  some  return  from 
the  rivers,  which  at  present  is  next  to  nothing ; 
but  if  some  more  eqnal  division  of  the  enormous 
number  of  salmon  bred  in  this  district  could  be 
arranged,  they  should  only  be  too  glad  to  afford  to  all 
anglers  the  greatest  facilities,  and  also  take  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  these  rivers,  especially  as 
regards  the  salinon,  but  as  matters  now  stand,  all  they 
do  in  this  direction  is  so  much  thrown  away,  and  only 
benefits  the  fishermen  in  the  lower  waters,  who  reap  all 
the  benefit  :  and  great  regret  is  expressed,  by  not  only 
our  locil  anglers,  but  all  others  who  visit  this  neighbour¬ 
hood,  that  with  so  many  natural  advantages  in  these 
rivers  for  salmon  fishing,  so  very  few  fish  live  to  reach 
the  neighbourhood.  The  only  remedy  for  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  is  for  all  fhe  riparian  proprietors  in  the 
upper  waters  to  join  together  and  insist  on  having  equal 
justice  with  those  fortunate  enough  to  reside  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Severn,  and  who  now  reap  all  the  benefit, 
whilst  wo  are  compelled  to  rest  and  be  thankful  for  the 
crumbs  which  falls  from  these  rich  men’s  tables. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  are  having  lovely  bright  pike-fishing  weather,  and 
local  anglers  are  doing  well  everywhere,  and  I  am  glad 
to  be  able  to  report  some  splendid  fish  taken  during  the 
past  week. 

On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  G.  C.  Davies  took  ten  fish 
spinning ;  smallest  fish,  81b.,  largest,  ll^lb  ;  and  later  in 
the  week  the  same  gentleman  had  another  nice  bag  of 
good  fish. 

On  Thursday  Mr.  T.  E.  Gunn,  naturalist,  Norwich, 
had  a  v'ory  nice  bag,  headed  by  a  fish  of  181b.  These 
were  caught  on  the  Bure  at  Wroxham. 

The  various  Broads  have  been  fishing  well — one 
gentleman  got  two  fine  fish,  one  181b.  and  another  2(llb., 
at  Barton,  while  other  parties  have  taken  bags  of  three 
to  eight  fish,  weighing  from  31b.  to  121b.  a  fish. 

The  best  fish  of  the  week  is  a  grand  female  taken 
j'esterday  on  private  water,  the  name  of  which  I  may 
not  divulge.  This  really  fine  fish  weighed  to-night 
(Wednesday),  2!ilb.  Measurements :  Total  length, 
3ft.  Tin.  ;  girth,  21in.  By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Roberts, 
who  is  preserving  it,  I  weighed  and  measured  it  myself. 
No  doubt  if  it  had  been  carefully  weighed  last  night  it 
would  have  scaled  301b. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  E.'.itor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Trent  in  our  district  has  settled  down  into  nice 
condition  for  chub  fishing,  and  had  the  weather  been  less 
boisterous  on  Wednesday,  there  is  no  doubt  anglers 


would  have  been  busy  on  such  favourite  reaches  as 
Wilford,  Sawley,  Holme,  Pierrepont  and  Fiskerton. 
Towards  the  close  of  last  week  heavy  rains  brought  on  a 
very  big  water,  and  until  Monday  very  little  chance  of 
securing  a  bag  of  coarse  fish  was  possible.  The  upper 
tributaries  were  greatly  swollen  right  up  to  Sunday. 
Pike  fishing  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  over  for  the 
season,  which  has  not  been  a  thoroughly  successful  one  ; 
the  fact  being  that  the  waters  of  the  river  have  been  so 
constantly  up  and  down.  It  is  noteworthy  that  just  now 
all  the  coarse  fish  taken  are  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and 
fight  most  resolutely  when  hooked. 

At  Weston  on  Monday,  Messrs.  Theaker  and  AVilson, 
of  Nottingham,  scored  pretty  freely  with  the  cockspur 
worm  amongst  the  roach,  several  of  which  averaged 
lib.  each.  They  also  got  sundry  chub,  including  one 
specimen  of  2Jlb.  On  Wednesday,  gentlemen  were  out 
pikeing  in  the  “  Black  Pool,”  below  the  cliff,  but  the 
violence  of  the  wind  rendered  casting  anything  but  an 
agreeable  task. 

On  Tuesday  some  mixed  lots  of  roach  and  bream  were 
brought  in  from  Barton  osier  bed,  and  roach,  chub, 
perch  and  dace  were  killed  by  the  patrons  of  the 
Wilford  and  Clifton  private  lengths.  Amongst  others, 
Mr.  J.  Taylor  had  a  perch  weighing  within  a  fraction  of 
a  pound,  and  a  handsome  lot  of  roach  was  secured  in 
the  meadow  below  the  bridge  by  Mr.  T.  Castles.  Our 
correspondent  was  also  to  the  fore  with  big  roach  and  a 
few  well- conditioned  chub. 

Sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  average  in  the  lengths 
below  Nottingham,  although,  weather  permitting,  the 
chub  swims  ought  to  yield  during  the  next  tew  days. 

At  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society,  held  at  head¬ 
quarters  on  the  night  of  the  1st  inst.,  the  president  (Mr. 
W.  Gaskell)  who  presided  ,;stated  that  he  had  been  in  com¬ 
munication  with  Mr.  T.AVood,  of  Nottingham,  with  regard 
to  taking  over,  on  a  yearly  tenancy,  the  Shard  low  fishery. 
That  gentleman  had  renewed  his  lease  on  the  water 
from  the  riparian  owner.  Lord  Donnington,  and  he  was 
anxious  that,  subject  to  certain  conditions,  the  society 
should  acquire  it.  Certain  reservations  were  placed 
upon  the  salmon  fishing,  and  the  use  of  boats  or  punts 
would  be  prohibited.  He  desired  to  add  that  Mr.  AVood 
had  approached  the  society  in  a  most  liberal  spirit,  and 
he  was  sure  the  members  would  make  a  mistake  if  they 
did  not  close  with  his  offer.  Mr.  AVood  would  place  his 
keeper  on  the  King’s  Mills  section,  which  adjoins  Shard- 
low,  at  the  disposal  of  the  members,  and  Lord  Donnington 
would  let  them,  when  occasion  required,  have  tlie  ser¬ 
vice  of  his  keepers.  Then  as  regarded  the  lower  portion 
of  the  length,  he  (the  president)  had  arranged,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  meeting,  to  enlist  the  services  of 
two  other  keepers  from  an  adjoining  fishery.  The  meet¬ 
ing  unanimously  agreed  to  close  with  the  offer,  and  the 
president  was  specially  thanked  for  the  time  and  trouble 
he  bad  exercised  in  bringing  about  the  taking  over  of 
such  a  splendid  piece  of  fishing. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  learn  that  a  fishing  club  in  the  Fen  district  has  been 
considering  the  great  boat  question.  The  meaning  of 
this  will  be  apparent  to  all  anglers.  The  fisherman  of 
to-day  has  as  many  enemies  as  the  fish  he  himself  is 
pursuing.  Leaving  out  of  the  question  adverse  winds, 
trying  currents,  and  soul-disturbing  elements  of  one 
sort  and  another,  the  boater  he  hath  with  him  alway. 
It  is  very  probable  that  this  individual — generally  a 
well-meaning  nincompoop — is  responsible  for  more  swear 
words  and  emphatic  exclamations  of  disapprobation  on 
the  part  pf  the  peaceful  holder  of  the  rod  than  any  other 
living  thing — either  in  the  heavens  above,  or  the  waters 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  He  is  to  him  as  the  red 
rag  to  the  bull.  He  glides  placidly  along  with  a  vacuous 
smile  upon  his  far-away  countenance,  until  fairly  in  a 
well-baited  swim.  Then,  apprised  by  a  shout  of  his 
locality,  he  rushes  his  oars  into  the  water  as  vigorously 
as  a  windmill’s  sails  in  a  gale,  and.  with  a  noise  almost 
approaching  that  made  by  an  Atlantic  liner,  speeds 
away  beyond  earshot,  satisfied  that  his  mission  in  life 
is  fulfilled.  It  is  this  soulless  creature  that  has  lately 
engaged  the  attention  of  one  of  the  leading  Fen  clubs, 
which,  so  far  as  lies  in  its  power,  is  determined  to  spare 
no  pains  to  exterminate  the  race  in  Lincolnshire.  Good- 
luck  to  their  efforts,  say  I — a  sentiment  that  will  be 
endorsed  by  every  angler  in  Sheffield. 

Although  very  much  in  sympathy  with  these  Fen  clubs 
there  is  one  of  them  against  which  I  have  somewhat  of 
a  complaint  to  make.  I  shall  not  give  the  name — 
Lincolnshire  readers  will  find  it  out  easily  enough. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  is  not  at  Boston  or  Lincoln. 
The  club  in  question  has,  from  the  first,  systematically 
opposed  the  entry  of  Sheffield  fishermen  into  the  district. 
The  members  have  formed  themselves  into  a  close  cor¬ 
poration,  and  strenuously  resist  the  introduction  of 
strangers  into  their  preserves.  I  should  not  say  one 
word  against  this  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the 
tradesmen  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  wish  to  have 
Sheffielders!  within  their  gates,  and  have  actually 
reqnesied  inflilential  persons  now  in  Sheffield  to  do  their 
best  to  bring  about  what  they  desire.  They  reali.se  that 
the  opening  of  the  district  to  strangers  would  bring 
trade  and  money  into  their  coffers,  and  are,  naturally, 
a  little  incensed  at  the  action  of  the  club  authorities. 

In  the  absence  of  real  angling  news — there  having 
been  nothing  doing  here  for  a  fortnight— I  shall  take 
this  opportunity  of  driving  home  what  I  have  repeatedly 
urged  upon  local  anglers,  but  hitherto  without  much 
effect.  That  is  the  desirability  of  occasionally  trying 
the  local  waters,  and  giving  the  Lincolnshire  hunting 
grounds  a  rest.  It  is  probably  too  much  to  say  that  the 


AVitham  and  its  tributaries,  the  Ancholme,  and  the 
Trent, ’will  ever  become  really  tishless,  like  one  or  two 
cesspool-like  rivers  I  could  name.  All  the  sa,me,  how¬ 
ever,  in  view  of  the  enormous  numbers  of  fish  that  are 
yearly  taken  from  these  waters,  it  would  be  w'ell  now 
and  again  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  re-stocking,  by 
abstaining  from  fishing  them  for  a  season.  This  would 
bo  a  great  sacrifice  for  many  local  anglers  to  make,  but 
it  would  be  found  in  the  end  that  the  result  would  amply 
repay  them.  They  could  then  for  a  time,  turn  their 
attention  to  waters  nearer  homo — say  the  Chesterfield 
and  Stockwith  Canal,  the  Rother,  and  the  ponds  at 
Pebley  and  Harthill.  In  the  canal  there  are,  at  various 
points  between  Killamarsh  and  Retford,  fish  well  worth 
angling  for,  while  the  Rother,  to  those  who  know  its 
swims  and  eddies,  would  yield  roach  and  chub  of  weight 
and  quality.  The  Pebley  pond  is  a  trifle  disappointing 
to  the  roach  fisher,  but  will  repay  the  wiclder  of  the 
pike  rod,  while  the  pond  at  Harthill  is  one  of  the  best 
all-round  fishing  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

This  ■week  has  brought  a  long-looked-for  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  streams,  which  for  many  weeks  have 
either  been  covered  with  icsor  at  flood.  This  week,  how- 
eve'-,  the  Severn  and  its  tributaries  have  fined  down  into 
good  order,  and  those  anglers  who  had  the  foresight  to 
provide  themselves  with  live  baits,  have  doubtless  had 
a  good  time  among  the  pike.  The  season  for  clo.se  fish  is 
rapidly  di-awing  nigh  to  its  end  ;  but  during  the  next 
week  or  two  they  will  be  in  satisfactory  condition  and 
yield  good  sport  all  round.  The  pike  should  now  be  at 
their  best,  and  as  many  as  possible  ought  to  be  cleared 
from  the  river  before  the  summer.  There  are  far  too 
many  in  the  Severn  than  is  good  for  the  well-being  of 
the  game  fish,  and  this  being  so,  the  more  pike  anglers 
there  are  on  the  war  path,  the  better  it  ■will  be  for 
Severn  angling  generally. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  Poole,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Shrop¬ 
shire  Council,  and  one  of  the  few  of  that  powerful  body 
who  evinces  a  desire  to  protect  the  interests  of  anglers 
in  the  county,  put  some  pertinent  (juestions  at  the  recent 
quarterly  meeting.  He  asked  if  any  united  action  had 
been  taken  with  a  view  to  protecting  the  salmon  in  the 
Severn  in  this  district,  remarking  that  he  brought  a 
motion,  dealing  with  the  question,  before  the  council 
some  twelve  months  ago,  in  order  to  show  what  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  position  they,  in  the  county  of  Shropshire,  occu¬ 
pied  as  compared  with  the  towns  on  the  lower  waters. 
He  was  now  more  than  ever  convinced  that  an  Act  of 
Parliament  was  required  to  protect  their  rights.  Mr. 
Topham,  replying  to  Mr.  Poole’s  well-timed  remarks, 
said  he  could  only  refer  Mr.  Poole  to  the  published  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  From  these  he 
would  obtain  a  great  deal  more  information  than  he  (the 
speaker)  could  give  him.  Mr.  Poole  said  he  had  under¬ 
stood  that  an  official  report  would  be  sent  to  that  council. 
AVe  are  much  inclined  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Poole 
in  this  matter,  and  with  him  think  that  only  a  compre¬ 
hensive  Act  of  Parliament,  dealing  with  every  phase  of 
the  salmon  fisheries  question,  will  be  effectual  in  giving 
unto  each  interest— anglers  and  netters  of  the  lower  and 
upper  waters  alike— their  due  proportion  of  fish.  It  is, 
certainly,  high  time  that  radical  changes  were  brought 
about,  not  only  on  the  Severn,  but  on  several  other 
English  and  Scotch  rivers,  where  the  netsmen  of  the 
tidal  waters  ever  reap  the  golden  harvest  of  fish  which 
are  bred  and  protected  in  the  upper  streams.  There 
are  so  many  elements  of  difficulty  in  bringing  about  this 
much-needed  reform,  however,  that  Boards  of  Conser¬ 
vators  have  little  power,  if  they  had  the  inclination,  to 
deal  with  it  in  a  thorough  manner.  There  are  the 
questions  of  close  time,  the  total  abolition  or  recon¬ 
struction  of  weirs,  the  sweejiing  away  of  other  artificial 
and  natural  barriers,  river  pollution,  protection,  and 
several  other  problems  of  like  importance,  which  con¬ 
stitute  the  broad  question  one  of  peculiar  difficulty,  and 
so  gigantic  is  it  that  we  think,  with  Mr.  Poole,  that  it  is 
only  a  comprehensive  Act  of  Parliament,  amending  past 
legislation,  that  will  ensure  for  sportsmen  in  the  upper 
districts  on  rivers  like  the  Severn  a  fair  proportion  of 
fish,  and  the  all-round  betterment  of  the  fisheries. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Since  my  last  the  Severn  has  been  almost  in  flood. 
There  has  been  a  rise  on  it  of  some  four  or  five  feet, 
consequently,  until  Saturday  last,  there  were  but  few 
anglers  out,  but  during  the  last  two  days  some  heavy 
baskets  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  with  the 
red  worm.  The  water  is  fast  sinking,  and  will  soon  bo 
in  condition  again,  when  sport  should  be  good. 

Salmon  fishing  commenced  here  on  the  2nd  instant. 
In  numbers  the  nets  have  not  taken  as  many  as  usual, 
but  in  size  they  were  above  the  average,  several  scaling 
over  511b.  'I  hero  are  a  (juantity  of  kelts  coming  down 
the  river,  and  many  of  them  got  into  the  net.s,  and  had 
to  bo  returned  to  the  water.  The  run  of  lamperns  very 
poor,  indeed. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  AVoroester  and  District 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  Bull’s  Head  Inn, 
on  hrida-y,  the  3rd  inst.  The  president,  E.  H.  Bowen, 
Kaq.,  being  absent  salmon  fishing,  the  chair  was  taken 
by  the  veteran  angler,  Mr.  Jaques  ;  Mr.  M.  Perks,  the 
vice-miair  ;  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  delegates. 
Ihe  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  Jt.  Wingfield,  in  giving  his  report, 
said  that,  although  the  past  jear  had  not  been  a  good 
one  for  angling,  the  associated  societies  had  done  very 
well,  one  angler  having  weighed-in  over  J  cwt.  of 
trout  and  grayling,  and  others  had  been  very  successful. 
Ihe  whole  of  the  clubs  seemed  to  bo  in  a  prosperous 
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condition,  the  various  outings  had  been  well  attended, 
and  the  competitions  keen.  Their  prospects  for  the 
coming  season  were  very  rosy,  they  were  increasing  in 
numbers.  There  were  many  good  prizes  to  bo  fished 
for,  and  their  good  president,  Mr.  E.  H.  Bowen,  had 
secured  for  them  that  splendid  sketch  of  the  Teme,  at 
Hor.«ham,  which  they  knew  so  well,  and  which  had  been 
so  freely  and  so  kindly  handed  over  to  them  by  that 
thorough  sportsman  and  gentleman,  Mr.  W.  A.  Eogers, 
to  whom  their  greatest  thanks  were  due. 

In  referring  to  the  “  Provincial  Angling  Association,” 
with  whom  they  were  affiliated,  he  spoke  of  the  growing 
importance  of  that  body  —  the  privileges  they  had 
secured  for  anglers,  and  the  good  work  they  had  accom- 
jilished  on  the  Severn  Fishing  Board  and  elsewhere  in 
their  interests. 

On  presenting  the  balance-sheet  for  the  last  season, 
hir.  Wingfield  said  it  had  been  duly  audited  and  found 
correct,  and  they  would  be  glad  to  see  that,  instead  of 
a  deficieney  as  in  1891,  they  had  this  year  a  substantial 
balance  to  the  good.  The  announcement  was  received 
with  evident  satisfaction. 

The  balance-sheet  having  been  passed,  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  season  was  proceeded  with,  when 
the  president,  Mr.  E.  H.  Bowen  ;  vice-president,  Mr. 
Martin  Perks  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Prosser  and  the  hon. 
sec.,  Mr.  E.  Wingfield,  were  unanimously  re-elected. 

Other  business  before  the  meeting  having  been  dis¬ 
posed  of,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the 
past  season — special  reference  being  made  to  the  services 
of  the  hon.  sec. — was  carried  unanimously. 


FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KEEEY. — Eod-fiehing  opens  in  the  Ki  Harney  district 
on  Feb.  1,  and  in  this  district  are  the  well-known  fishing 
centres  of  Wateryille,  Glencar,  and  Eoasbergh. 

Salmon  are  running  up  the  Waterville  Eiver  in  more 
than  average  numbers.  During  two  days  of  the  last 
weekly  season,  sixty  salmon  were  taken  at  the  weir  on 
this  river,  and  when  the  weir  was  lifted  at  noon  on 
Friday,  the  fish  were  still  running  up  steadily.  At 
Killarney,  where  the  netting  eommeneed  last  week,  the 
returns  have  been  fair,  but  below  the  average. 

The  inspectors  of  Irish  fisheries  have  given  notice  that 
they  have,  by  order,  dated  Jan.  18,  1893,  and  inserted  in 
the  Duplin  Gazette  of  Jan.  20,  1893,  decided  that  the 
close  time,  during  which  fish  of  the  salmon  or  trout 
kind  shall  not  be  fished  for,  killed,  destroyed  or  cap¬ 
tured  by  any  person  by  single  rod  and  lino,  in  the  upper 
or  fresh  water  portions  of  the  rivers  Feale,  Geale,  and 
Cashan,  and  their  tributaries,  shall  be,  between  the  1st 
day  of  November  in  each  year  and  the  30  th  day  of 
April  in  the  year  following,  both  the  said  days  inclusive. 

On  Waterville  Lake  the  prospects  are  good.  It  may 
he  well  to  remark  hero  for  the  information  of  angling 
visitors  who  intend  to  make  the  Lake  Hotel  their  head¬ 
quarters  during  the  spring  angling,  that  this  house  is 
closed  for  the  present,  in  order  that  repairs,  additions, 
and  alterations  may  be  made.  I  have  not  heard  when  it 
is  expected  to  be  re-opened.  However,  it  is  probable 
that  the  establishment  will  again  be  open  for  visitors 
when  ohe  rush  takes  place  during  the  white  trout  season. 
The  other  hotels,  the  Bayview  and  Butler’s  Arms,  are 
ample  enough  to  accommodate  all  anglers  likely  to  come 
down  for  the  spring  and  summer  angling. 

I  wish  to  remark  that  despite  several  articles  relating 
to  the  fishing  at  Waterville,  having  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  and  other  papers,  many  anglers  think 
that  Waterville  Lake  is  not  a  free  water.  I,  therefore, 
here  state,  for  the  information  of  such,  that  this  water 
is  free  to  all  comers,  the  only  necessary  qualification  to 
fish  it  being  a  license,  costing  £1,  and  procurable  at  all 
the  hotels.  - 

Coppal  Lake,  at  the  head  of  Waterville  Lake,  is  also 
free,  and  affords  good  white  and  brown  trout-fishing  in 
the  late  summer  and  autumn  months.  The  only  other 
free  water  of  any  importance  near  Waterville  is  the 
river  Inny,  which  generally  yield-s  good  sport  at  salmon 
after  a  spate  during  July,  August,  and  September. 

At  Portmagee  large  numbers  of  ling  and  cod  have  been 
had  by  netting,  and  anglers  using  hand-lines  have  also 
done  well  among  those  fish  at  this  station.  At  Cooma- 
cloucane  hand-lines  have  been  very  successful  at  whiting. 
The  latter  fish  is  selling  now  in  the  local  markets  at 
ninepence  per  dozen.  Mackerel  have  afforded  some 
sport  lately  at  a  few  points  in  South  Kerry  to  anglers 
using  spinning  baits.  On  the  North  Kerry  coast  line 
nets  of  various  kinds  still  continue  to  make  large  captures 
of  mackerel.  It  is  now  several  years  ago  since  such 
large  quantities  of  mackerel  have  been  taken  so  early  in 
the  year  around  those  shores.  As  a  rule,  the  season  does 
not  open  until  the  beginning  of  March.  Pollack  fishing 
has  declined,  and  rook  fishers  have  met  with  only 
indifferent  success.  The  weather  is  now  very  mild,  and 
high  hopes  are  entertained  of  good  sport  amongst  various 
fish  during  the  next  week. 

Later. — The  weather  has  been  very  wild  and  wot 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week.  The  angling, 
which  opened  on  many  waters  in  the  county  on  February 
1,  has  been  much  retarded  in  consequence.  Up  to  time 
of  writing  very  little  has  been  done  by  rod  anglers.  At 
Waterville,  the  salmon  have  been  running  up  in  more 
than  average  numbers,  and  eighty-three  were  taken  at 
the  weir  during  the  past  weekly  season.  Sport  on 
Waterville  Lake  has  been  very  poor,  only  four  salmon 
being  got  by  anglers  up  to  time  of  writing.  The  brown 
trout  fishing  has  been  pretty  good  during  the  favourable 
spells  in  the  weather,  and  several  fine  specimens,  weigh¬ 
ing  irom  2Ib.  to  31b.,  were  had  by  I.  Leary,  I.  ],. 
Sullivan,  E.  Denueby,  M.  Brennan,  I  at  Murphy,  and  J. 

-B.  Sullivan.  The  Cummeragh  is  now  in  grand  ply,  but 


no  anglers  have  been  out  on  this  preserved  water. 
Salmon  have  been  coming  np  since  the  recent  floods,  and 
are  now  fairly  numerous  in  a  few  of  the  larger  pools. 
On  the  Iiiny,  brown  trout  anglers  had  a  few  days’  good 
sport,  but,  generally  speaking,  the  fish  were  small,  only 
a  few  reaching  lib.  in  weight.  The  news  from  the 
Killarney  waters  is  meagre,  and  shows  that  next  to 
nothing  has  been  done  there.  The  had  weather,  however, 
has  been  the  principal  cause  of  this. 

The  sea  fishing  has  been  suspended  at  most  stations 
on  the  coast.  At  Portmagee,  however,  the  cod  and  ling 
fishing  has  been  resumed,  and  some  good  takes  have 
been  reported  on  Thursday  and  Saturday.  In  the  Tralee 
district,  whiting,  plaice,  and  cod  have  been  taken  in 
large  numbers  on  a  couple  of  days  last  week,  but,  since 
then  nothing  has  been  done  in  this  direction.  At  time 
of  writing  the  sea  at  Waterville  is  very  rough,  and  the 
tide  coming  up  several  feet  beyond  ordinary  high  water 
mark.  'The  fishermen  along  the  shores  of  the  bay  have 
been  obliged  to  pull  their  boats  to  higher  ground  out  of 
reach  of  the  tide. 


ULSTEE. — On  Wednesday,  the  1st  inst.,  the  pollen 
fisheries  of  Lough  Neagh  opened.  Up  to  time  of  writing 
I  have  only  seen  a  few  fish,  but  they  appeared  to  be 
plump  and  of  a  pretty  good  size.  Precautions  were  taken 
that  the  boxes  containing  pollen  tor  shipment  to  cross¬ 
channel  markets  did  not  also  contain  trout  and  salmon, 
as  bailiffs  were  posted  on  the  principal  local  railway 
stations,  with  orders  to  search  suspected  packages,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Pollen  Fisheries 
(Ireland)  Act,  or  the  54  &  55  Viet.  cap.  2(1. 

By  the  time  that  these  notes  appear  some  4000  perch 
will  be  added  to  the  stock  of  perch  in  the  Lagan 
at  Belfast.  The  perch  are  for  the  purpose  of  re-stocking 
the  river  and  affording  prospective  sport  to  the  rods  of 
the  N.E.U.A.C.  A  movement  has  just  been  initiated  by 
Mr.  F.  Kennedy,  of  the  B.A.A.  and  N.E.U.A.C.,  for  the 
establishing  of  a  third  angling  club  at  Ballymena,  with 
the  intention  of  combating  the  poaching  on  the  Maine. 

A  bailiff  named  Malian,  on  the  Eoo,  has  just  got  into 
a  rather  serious  trouble.  .  It  seems  that  he  was  on  duty, 
and,  it  is  alleged,  caught  a  fellow  named  Murphy  poach¬ 
ing  near  near  Dnngiven.  The  latter  ran  away,  pursued 
by  Malian,  who  fired  at  the  poacher,  wounding  him  in 
the  cheek  close  to  the  car,  where  the  bullet  lodged,  but 
was  subsequently  extracted.  Before  the  local  magis¬ 
trates,  at  Dnngiven,  the  bailiff  was  committed  for  trial, 
bail  being  refused. 

Occasionally  wo  hear  of  “  Justice’s  Justice,”  or  the 
decisions  of  the  Great  Unpaid.  I  take  the  following 
from  the  Belfast  News  Letter,  a  well  informed 
journal  of  the  most  red-hot  Orange  character  I  must 
admit,  for  if  Ulster  men  could  not  introduce  politics 
someway  or  another,  life  w'ould  not  be  worth  living: 
“  Daniel  Doherty,  inspector  of  fisheries,  Stranecuan, 
summoned  John  McGarry,  of  Armoy,  for  having  -had  in 
his  possession  a  salmon  on  Dec.  22  last.  Mr.  John  Boyle 
(of  Messrs.  P.  and  J.  Boyle,  Bally  money)  appeared  for 
the  defence.  A  water  bailiff,  named  Jeremiah  M’Cauley, 
deposed  that  on  the  date  in  question  the  defendant 
showed  him  a  salmon  at  the  door  of  his  own  house  in 
Armoy.  During  an  amusing  cross-examination  by  Mr. 
Boyle,  the  witness  swore  positively  that  .the  fish  which 
he  savy  was  a  salmon.  The  defence  was  supported  by 
the  evidence  of  Mark  J.  Stewart  and  Eobert  Morrison, 
and  a  statement  by  the  defendant  was  that  the  fish 
shown  to  M'Cauley  by  the  defendant  was  not  a  salmon 
at  all,  but  a  ‘  gbashen,’  a  species  of  fish  c.aught  in  large 
numbers  off  Ballycastle.  It  appeared  to  have  been 
shown  to  M'Cauley  in  a  ‘  lark  ’  by  defendant.  The 
Court  dismissed  the  case  without  prejudice.  The  same 
complainant  summoned  John  Brown,  of  Broughmore, 
for  a  breach  of  the  fishery  laws,  by  chasing  or  disturb¬ 
ing  spawning  salmon  in  the  Glenshesk  Eiver  on  Dec.  31 
last.  Mr.  Boyle  again  defended.  Evidence  was  given 
by  John  Gallagher,  a  water  bailiff,  to  the  effect  that  he 
watched  the  defendant  ‘  prodding  ’  the  river  at  certain 
places  where  there  were  salmon-roods,  and,  subsequently, 
throwing  stones  into  the  water,  with  the  intention,  as 
alleged,  of  chasing  the  salmon  into  shallow  water  for  the 
purpose  of  killing  them.  The  defence  was  that  Brown  had 
been  called  to  take  his  cattle  out  of  Mr.  McCaughen’s 
field,  near  his  own  farm,  and  that  in  so  doing  he  drove 
them  along  the  river  bed  for  about  ten  perches.  He  had 
thrown  small  stone.s  at  the  cattle  to  keep  them  in  motion, 
but  it  was  positively  denied  that  he  made  any  attempt  to 
disturb  the  fish.  Wm.  Brown  and.  Mr.  F.  McCanghen 
were  examined  in  support  of  the  defence.  The 
magistrates,  after  a  short  consultation,  dismissed  the 
case  without  prejudice.”  So  much  for  magisterial 
penetration.  It  is  a  wonder  that  the  court  did  not 
dismiss  the  cases  on  the  merits.  It  is  a  mercy  that  the 
oases  can  bo  called  on  again. 

Since  writing  above  I  observe  that  Mr.  McNeill, 
M.P.,  has  given  notice  to  the  House  of  Commons  that 
ho  will  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  amendment  of  Irish 
fishery  laws.  I  infer  that  this  Bill  will  be  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  agitation  among  the  Lough  Neagh 
fishermen  in  the  past  three  months. 


J/tiUoirrq/'s  Pill.i  are  securities  of  licaltli  to  all  nations,  of  what¬ 
ever  clime.  They  have  given  hope,  relief,  oiul  comfort  to  millions. 
In  irritation  and  debility,  generated  by  excesses  of  any  kind,  or  in 
general  prostration  of  the  system,  their  effect  is  rspiiily  soothing, 
renovating  ami  rc.storative.  They  rapidly  drive  from  the  syalem 
the  morbid  eaui-o  of  ailment  anil  renew  in  the  frame  its  pristine 
animation,  health,  and  vigour.  They  greatly  increase  the 
appetite,  give  tone  to  the  stomach,  assist  the  digestion,  and 
imiiurl  elasticity  to  the  .sjiirits ;  their  essence  enters  the  circula¬ 
tion,  and,  carried  through  its  course,  cxeits  its  cloan.sing  power 
over  every  organ,  in  the  lungs  they  affect  most  striking  changes, 
converting  the  impure  v.-nous  into  pure  arterial  blood,  by  which 
the  whole  frame  is  recruited. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


Last  Friday  night  witnessed  the  inauguration  of  a 
club  which  is  to  be  devoted  solely  to  the  art  of  sca- 
iishing.  Ibo  club  was  formally  set  on  foot  at  a  meeting 
bold  on  the  evening  in  question,  at  the  Swallow 
Assembly  Eooms,  Piccadilly,  and  all  sorts  and  condi- 
Lions  01  anglers  will  wish  it  success.  Several  previous 
attempts  have  been  made  to  form  such  a  society,  which 
now,  thanks  to  the  interest  and  exertions  of  Messr.s 
C.  H  Cook,  F.  G.  Aflalo,  and  E.  S.  Shrubsole,  is  an 
established  tact.  Sea-angling  affords  really  splendid 
sport,  but  comparatively  few  anglers  have  been  able  to 
participate  in  it  owing  to  the  heavy  railway  fares.  The 
now  club,  however,  is  about  to  negotiate  for  a  privi¬ 
lege  ticket  to  certain  salt-water  angling  resorts,  and 
the  application  will,  I  understand,  bo  made  through  the 
Anglers’  Association,  to  which  the  new  club  will  bo 
affiliated.  At  no  distant  date,  therefore,  sea-fishing 
promises  to  become  extremely  popular,  and  when  that 
day  arrives,  I  hope  that  the  London  clubs  will  decide 
some  of  their  competitions  on  the  briny  instead  of  in 
the  much-fished  rivers.  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  the  chairman 
on  Friday  night,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  club  would  be  the  means  of  relieving,  to 
some  extent,  our  inland  fisheries  ;  and  I  am  sure  of  this, 
that  providing  the  privilege  ticket  can  be  arranged  for’ 
and  satisfactory  terms  come  to  with  the  local  beachmen, 
many  a  party  of  London  club  anglers  will  spend  an 
outing  by  the  sad  sea  waves  in  the  future.  Doubtless 
many  a  club  angler  will  join  the  new  society,  but  I  take 
it  that  if  the  various  railway  companies  grant  privilege 
tickets,  they  will  be  equally  available  to  members  of  the 
two  associations  as  to  those  gentlemen  enrolled  under 
the  flag  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Association. 


The  hon.  sec.  of  the  club  is  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  a 
gentleman  who  has  fished  in  many  waters,  and  the 
author  of  some  capital  books  on  sea-fishing.  He  read 
an  extremely  interesting  paper  on  Friday  night.  In  his 
speech  Mr.  Cook  explained  the  objects  of  the  society, 
and  said  some  very  nice  things  about  the  niemhers  going 
trips  in  a  yacht,  and  being  fGed,  like  the  British  Asso¬ 
ciation,  when  on  marine  discoveries  bent.  The  associa¬ 
tion  is  to  have  branches  at  various  sea-side  resorts,  and 
the  members  there  will  keep  their  eye  on  the  migration 
and  food  of  the  fishes,  and  inform  their  London  friends 
when  there  is  a  chance  of  sport.  If  funds  permit,  the 
society  will  purchase  a  number  of  boats  of  its  own,  and 
publish  a  journal  of  facts  and  figures  on  sea-ang’ling. 
The  committee  have  been  wished  success  by  many 
influential  gentlemen,  including  Sir  A.  K.  Eollitt,  M  P 
the  Mayor  of  Deal,  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  Wni’ 
Senior,  Surgeon-Gen.  Parke,  Mr.  T.  E.  Sachs,  Mr.  F.  J. 
S.  Hopwood,  &c.,  and  I,  myself,  trust  the  new  club  will 
have  a  long,  useful,  prosperous,  and  enjoyable  career. 

In  last  week  s  Fishing  Gazette  I  hinted  that  matters 
in  regard  to  the  new  Thames  byc-laws  had  assumed  a 
more  satisfactory  phase.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say 
that  such  is  the  fact.  The  indignant  protests  of  the 
Anglers’  Association  have  not  been  without  effect,  and 
on  Friday  morning  the  deputation  from  the  above  body 
waited  upon  the  conservators,  with  the  result  that  the 
most  obnoxious  propositions  in  the  bye-laws  have  been 
withdrawn.  The  netting-licence  for  riparian  owners 
will  8  ill  be  enforced,  and  the  mesh  of  the  net  is  not  to 
he  interfered  with.  Satisfaction  will  be  felt  that  the 
conservators  have  determined  to  exclude  undersized 
chub  from  the  live-bait  list,  and  the  jack  angler  may 
now  prepare  for  the  40-pounder,  as  the  gaff  is  to  bo 
permitted.  Next,  please  1  Well,  I  hear  that  roach  are 
to  be  increased  to  8in.,  and  pike  to  22in.,  and  that  the 
netsmen  between  London  and  Kew  will  have  to  be 
licensed  and  approved  by  the  Conservancy.  These  are 
some  of  the  alterations  obtained,  and  the  London 
Anglers’  Association  is  to  be  justly  complimented  on 
the  vigorous  stand  it  has  made  against  the  wrongs 
sought  to  be  inflicted  on  the  anglers,  and  for  the 
eminently  more  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  it  has  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  about. 


The  Silver  Trout  Club  have  arranged  for  a  paper  on 
Tuesday,  the  21st  inst.,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society 
for  Eeading  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs.  The  reader  will 
be  Mr.  G.  Moyle,  who  will  dilate  on  “  'Trout  and  Trout 
Fishing.”  Mr.  McDermott  will  read  his  pajier,  ”  Eoaoh 
and  Eoacli  Fishing,”  at  Tonbridge,  Kent,  on  Thursday, 
Feb.  16,  before  the  members’of  the  local  angling  associa¬ 
tion.  Trains  for  Tonbridge  on  the  evening  in  question, 
leave  Cannon-street  at  0.5  p.m.,  and  0.28  p.m.,  returning 
from  Tonbridge  at  9.‘25  p.m.,  and  10.10  p.m.,  the  latter 
train  being  due  in  London  at  11.20  p.m.  'The  work' of 
the  ‘‘long  name  society”  is  steadily  moving  forward. 
Commencing  out  of  London  with  a  paper  at  the  Epsom 
Angling  Club,  we  now  find  the  society  is  to  bo  repre¬ 
sented  at  'Tonbridge,  which  is  a  step  farther  on  into  the 
provinces.  As  already  notified,  one  of  the  society’s 
papers  has  been  read  at  Liverpool,  and  the  Hull  anglers 
have  applied  for  another. 


The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  A.  Adams,  a  once 
well-known  angler  and  sportsman,  at  Great  Yarmouth. 
Mr.  Adams  had  retired  from  business,  and  of  late  years 
had  been  living  at  Oultpn,  where,  in  the  famous  broad 
of  that  name,  ho  made  many  a  heavy  bag  of  pike  and 
bream.  'The  doceasead  gentleman  was  also  a  keen  shot. 
His  wife,  an  estimable  lady,  and  much  beloved  by  the 
poor  folk  of  Oulton  and  Carlton  Colville,  only  died  a  few 
weeks  ago. 


TOO 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  11,  1893 


If  the  Blaokfriara  Angling  Society  ia  to  be  congijatu-  • 
lated  on  having  been  the  firat  London  club  to  have  a  ' 
paper  road  illnatrated  by  diaaolving  viewa,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Buraill  is  to  be  doubly  congratulated  on  the  excellent 
entertainment  he  then  provided.  Last  Tuesday  night’s  ! 
meeting  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  I  have  ever 
attended  under  the  auspices  of  the  Paper  Reading 
Society.  The  title  of  Mr.  Bursill's  lecture  was  “  Angling  i 
Gosaip,”  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  Bursill  ! 
displayed  on  the  canvas  over  eighty  “  pictures  ”  more 
or  less  associated  with  the  fisherman’s  calling.  The 
audience  were  treated  to  glimpses  of  angling  on  the 
Thames  andLea  in  olden  days,  the  New  River  at  Sadler's 
Wells,  Dovedale,  some  of  the  Devonshire  streams — in 
fact,  Mr.  Bursill  took  the  Blackfriars  anglers  from  the 
source  of  the  Thames  to  the  Yellowstone  Park  across 
the  “  lierring  pond,”  and  then  back  again  to  Ireland. 
Slide  succeeded  slide,  and  it  was  now  a  fishing  scene 
and  then  the  portrait  of  some  celebrated  angler. 
There  was  a  loud  outburst  of  applause  when  kindly 
Izaak  Walton  appeared,  and  afterwards  when  Walton’s 
cottage  glided  on  to  the  canvas.  For  those  and 
other  views,  Mr.  Bursill  said  he  was  indebted  to  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
who,  though  he  was  an  utter  stranger  to  him,  had  lent 
him  his  valuable  “  Walton  and  Cotton  ”  when  he  heard 
that  he  required  them  for  that  evening’s  entertainment. 
Applause  again  rang  through  the  room,  which  was 
renewed  when  the  familiar  faces  of  Charles  Bradlaugh, 
John  Bright,  Henry  Fawcett  (the  blind  Postmaster- 
General),  and  other  keen  anglers  was  produced.  'The 
”  gossiper  ”  also  depicted  the  humorous  side  of  angling, 
and  spoke  sadly  of  the  sparkling  rivers  which  once 
ran  through  parts  of  London  -the  Effi'a.  the  Wandle,  the 
Ravensbourne,  &c.  The  lecture  was  full  of  historical 
particulars,  interesting  to  the  London  anglers,  and  it 
does  not  need  me  to  say  that  when  the  chairman  asked 
those  in  favour  of  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Bursill, 
to  signify  in  the  usual  way,  there  was  a  vigorous 
cry  of  “  All  1  ”  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston’s  kindness  in  lend¬ 
ing  his  book  for  the  reproduction  of  photographs  was 
also  acknowledged,  as  were  the  services  of  Mr.  Archer 
Clarke,  who  manipulated  thelanteim,  and  Messrs.  Hoyle 
and  McDermott,  who  added  to  the  lecturer’s  remarks. 
The  usual  vote  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  G.  W.  Howard, 
then  concluded  a  very  pleasant  evening. 


I  HEAR  that  a  special  meeting  of  the  London  Anglers’ 
Association  has  been  convened  for  Monday  week,  when 
the  report  of  the  deputation  to  the  Board  of  Thames 
Conservancy  will  be  placed  on  the  table. 

Goosequill. 


Society  for  Promoting  the  Reading  of  Papers 
AT  Angling  Clubs.— The  next  meeting  of  the  above 
society  will  be  held  at  the  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch,  E.C., 
on  Friday,  Feb.  17. 

Enormous  Shannon  Salmon.— On  Thursday  last, 
there  was  exhibited  at  Flavin’s  fish  stall,  Georges- 
street,  Limerick,  a  really  magnificent  specimen  of  a 
Shannon  spring  salmon.  The  glorious  fish,  which 
weighed  over  COlb.,  was  captured  in  a  net  below  Limerick, 
and  had  in  its  mouth  a  salmon  fly.  During  the  day  the 
fish  was  viewed  by  great  crowds,  and  it  was  subsequently 
sent  off  to  a  Loudon  fisb  merchant.  It  is  said  that  two 
other  gigantic  salmon  have  also  been  taken  in  the  same 
place  since  Thursday  ;  they  weighed  respectively  641b. 
and  701b.  Owing  to  the  present  great  floods  in  the  river, 
certain  I  am  that  many  springers  of  from  401b.  to  501b. 
are  on  their  way  up  to  us  here  at  Killaloo. — S.  J .  H. 

Whitby  Esk  Fishery  Association.— The  annual 
meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at  the  Talbot  Hotel, 
Whitby,  on  Saturday.  Mr.  H.  A.  H.  Rastall,  J.P.,  pre¬ 
sided  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  (Mr,  J.  H.  Keighley), 
through  illness.  The  accounts  showed  a  balance  of  over 
igOO  in  hand.  The  rules  of  the  association  were  revised 
and  some  additions  made,  the  chief  of  which  provided 
for  the  issue  of  fifteen  visitor’s  tickets  in  addition  to  the 
fifty  member’s  tickets,  and  the  charging  of  an  entrance 
fee  of  £2  2s.  to  new  members.  The  meeting  acceded 
to  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  to  con¬ 
tribute  the  increased  sum  of  .£30  in  return  ^for  the 
services  of  the  water  bailiffs  of  the  board.  Mr.  Keigbley 
was  re-elected  chairman  of  the  association,  and  Mr. 
R.  B.  L.  Johnston,  hon.  secretary. 

The  “  Imperial  ”  Silver  Cup  Competition  (with 
other  prizes  added)  continues  to  draw  crowded  angling 
audiences  to  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark-streot, 
Blackfriars-road,  S.E.,  and  the  popularity  and  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  contest  grow  apace.  Nine  competitors 
registered  fish  on  the  5th  inst.  Result  to  date  :  Mr.  J. 
W.  Biggs  (Funny  Folks),  Jan.  29,  44;  Feb.  5,  39;  total 
number  of  points,  83.  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris  (Battersea 
Friendly)  Jan.  29  ,  43;  Feb.  5,  13 — 61.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Marsh  (Dalston),  Jan.  29,  18;  Feb.  5,  26  -44.  Mr.  A. 
Richards  (Burton  Piscatorials),  Jan.  29,  29  ;  Feb.  5,  3  • 
32.  Mr.  G.  Lang  (St.  Georges),  Jan.  29,  29—29.  Mr. 
W.  Gordon  (Wellington),  Jan.  29,  17—17.  Mr.  J. 
Edwards  (Dalston),  Jan.  29,  9;  Feb.  5,  6 — 15.  Mr.  J. 
Smith  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  Jan.  29,  12 — 12.  Mr.  A. 
Deionge  (Battersea  Friendly),  Jan.  29,  1 ;  Feb.  5, 11  12. 
Mr.  S.  Hill  (Funny  Folks),  Feb.  5,  7—7.  Mr.  J.  Shelton 
(Blackfriars)  Jan.  29,  5;  Feb.  5.  1-6.  Mr.  J.  Wheel- 
house  (Blackfriars),  Jan.  29,  3;  Feb.  5,  3 — 6.  Mr.  J.  R. 
Wigley  (Rodney),  Jan.  29,4— 4.— John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 


A  Ladies’  Concert  at  an  Angling  Club. --Last 

Thursday  evening,  given  by  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial 
Society,  a  ladies’  concert  was  held  in  the  capacious  club- 
room  at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road.  Last  year 
the  members  of  the  club  tried  the  experiment  of  having 
a  “  ladies’  night,”  and  it  proved  so  successful  that,  m  a 
meeting  recently  held,  it  was  decided  to  devote  another 
evening,  specially  entertaining  the  members’  wives  and 
friends  of  the  club.  A  committee  wa.s  formed  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements,  and,  with  the  co-operati<m 
of  Mrs.  Wheeldon,  there  was  nothing  left  to  be  desired. 
The  ladies  responded  to  the  invitation  in  a  most  gratify¬ 
ing  manner,  and  a  crowded  audience  participated  in  the 
evening’s  amusement.  In  between  the  various 
and  recitations  light  refreshments  were  served,  and  the 
stewards  were  most  assiduous  in  their  attention  to  the 
ladies  who  had  thus  honoured  the  club  with  their  pre¬ 
sence.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheel(^ii, 
and  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The 
concert  was  opened  by  Mr.  W.  Judge,  after  which  Mr. 
Arthur  Court  sang  “  The  Flight  of  Ages, ’j  which  was 
much  appreciated,  subsequently  giving  ‘  The  Kerry 
Dance,”  a  favourite  everywhere,  and  much  applauded 
on  the  present  occasion.  Mr.  Tammadge  recited  with 
considerable  effect  “  Dolly,  ’  and  later  on  gave  Joe 
Bangletop,  ”  which  was  very  funny.  ‘‘ Visiting  Day, 
by  Mr.  Swayiie,  ensued,  after  which  Miss  Fricker  SRUg 
“  By  the  Fountain,”  and  was  applauded.  She  responded 
with  ”  In  Old  Madrid,”  and  was  again  most  favourably 
received.  The  popular  comic  song,  “ 'I'he  Man  who 
Broke  the  Bank  at  Monte  Carlo,”  was  next  submitted  by 
Mr.  Wood,  who,  in  response  to  an  encore,  gave  The 
Models  ”  which  caused  great  amusement.  “  To  Anthea 
was  sung  in  excellent  style  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett ; 
and  ”  Best  of  All,”  by  Mr.  Gellatly,  and  “  Better  Days, 
by  Mr.  Bowler,  drew  forth  the  plaudits  of  the  audience. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin  (sec.  of  the  club)  was  heard  to  much 
advantage  in  “  In  Old  Madrid,”  and  Mr.  Swayno,  as  an 
encore,  **  The  Coster’s  Serenade  and  The 

Little  Nipper,”  two  very  amusing  and  well-rendered 
selections.  The  programme  also  included  some  well 
executed  and  pretty  airs  on  the  mandoline  by  Mr.  C. 
Lovegrove  and  pupils,  Madame  Watkins  was  loudly 
applauded  for  Jessamy  Town.”  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  entertainment,  the  chairman  said  he  was  sure  the 
ladies  present  would  wish  the  members  of  the  New 
Albion  Piscatorial  Society  every  prosperity,  and  allow 
them  to  go  out  fishing  whenever  they  wanted. 
(Laughter.)  Ho  was  sure  they  had  spent  a  most  plea- 
j  sant  evening,  and  he  hoped  that  another  ladies  concert 
would  be  speedily  held.  (Applause.)  Votes  of  thanks 
!  to  the  chairman,  vice-ebairman,  and  artistes,  closed  the 
■  proceedings. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  11,  1893. 


THE  BRITISH  SEA-ANGLERS’  SOCIETY. 

A  WELL-ATTENDED  meeting  of  anglers  was  held  on 
Friday  night  at  the  Swallow  Assembly  Rooms,  Picca¬ 
dilly,  and,  as  a  result,  the  above  society — the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  Kingdom — was  inaugurated.  The 
meeting  had  been  convened  by  Messrs.  F.  G.  Aflalo  and 
E.  S.  Shrubsole,  who  had  projected  the  formation  of  a 
sea-fishing  society,  and  the  proceedings  were  presided 
over  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  who  read  letters  from  Sir 
Albert  K.  Rollit,  M.P.,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  the  Mayor  of  Deal,  Mr.  A.  D.  Berrington,  Mr. 
Blakey,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette),  and  Mr.  W.  Senior  (of  the  Field),  expressing 
sympathy  with  the  movements  and  offering  their  hearty 
co-operation.  At  one  end  of  the  room  a  very  interesting 
exhibition  of  fishing-tackle  was  displayed,  having  in  the 
midst  a  tarpon  of  1231b.,  lent  by  Mr.  Rowland  Ward,  of 
Piccadilly,  and  a  shark’s  skull  and  backbone. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  meeting,  said  it  had 
been  decided  that  the  club  which  they  had  met  to 
establish  that  night  should  take  the  form  of  an  angling 
association,  having  branches  all  over  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  for  it  was  perfectly  obvious  that  such  an  insti¬ 
tution  would  be  much  more  powerful  than  a  mere  club 
where  forty  or  fifty  members  drank  whiskey,  smoked, 
and  told  fish  stories.  (Laughter.)  That  was  not  the  first 
attempt  which  had  been  made  to  form  a  society  of 
anglers  interested  in  sea-fishing,  and  it  had  been 
said  that  owing  to  previous  failures  it  was 
perfectly  evident  that  such  a  society  was  not 
wanted.  The  first  attempt  was  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Angling  Editor  of  the  Field  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  asked  persons  interested  in  the  formation 
of  a  sea-fishing  club  to  write  to  him  on  the  subject. 
However,  he  did  not  receive  sufficient  replies  to 
warrant  the  club  being  started  ;  and  he  (the  chair¬ 
man)  did  not  think  that  was  the  way  to  form  a  society 
of  that  sort.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  second  attempt  also 
failed,  for  reasons  which  some  of  them  were  probably 
aware  of,  and  the  matter  was  dropped  for  a  time.  Mr. 
Aflalo  had,  however,  now  taken  the  question  up,  and  he 
felt  sure  that  under  his  guidance  and  with  the  aid  of 
his  energy  and  enthusiasm,  the  club  would  be  carried  to 
a  successful  issue.  Proceeding,  the  chairman  observed 
that  fishing  with  a  rod  in  the  sea  was  far  better  than 
hand-lining.  The  reason  was  simply  this — that  it  not 
only  enabled  them  to  play  their  fish,  but  to  use  fine 
tackle.  (Hear,  hear.)  Of  course,  in  some  styles  of 
sea-fishing,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  use  hand¬ 
lines.  The  rod  was  excellent  for  fly-fishing,  which  they 
•could  not  go  in  for  with  hand-lines.  (Laughter.) 
He  remembered,  referring  to  fiy  -  fishing  in  the 
sea,  that  once  at  Filey  Brig  he  took  with  the  fiy,  in 
three  quarters  of  an  hoxir,  over  a  hundredweight  of 
fish.  He  secured  a  fish  at  every  east.  If  the  first  fish 
that  rose  at  the  fly  missed  it,  it  was  immediately  taken 
by  a  second  fish.  Fly-fishing  in  the  sea  w-as  very  fine 
sport,  and  he  asserted  that  if  they  went  in  for  scientific 
sea-fishing  they  would  catch  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
man  with  the  old  fashioned  hand-lines.  Speaking  of  the 
mullet,  the  chairman  asked  who  was  there  that  could 
call  himself  a  successful  mullet  fisherman  amongst  the 
101b.  and  121b.  fish  f  (Hear,  hear.)  He  himself  had  only 
once  been  able, to  hook  one  of  these  large  mullets, 
which,  after  running  80  yards  of  line  out,  broke 
him  up.  He  contended  that  the  mullet  and  baas 
vied  with  the  carp  in  cunning,  but  he  believed  they 
only  wanted  to  adopt  more  skilful  methods  to  take 
the  fish.  Continuing,  Mr.  Cook  said  they  were  there 
that  evening  to  farm  an  important  and  powerful 
association — an  association  composed  of  gentlemen  who 
were  interested  in  sea  fishing,  and  the  welfare  and  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  fishes  all  round  the  coast,  not  only  in 
England  and  Wales,  but  in  Scotland  and  Ireland.  (Hear,  . 
hear.)  With  regard  to  such  an  association,  he  thought  , 
those  who  joined  it  would  have  many  advantages.  The 
first  advantage  was  the  most  important,  and  it  was  to  have 
branch  societies  with  corresponding  members  all  over 
the  coasts,  whereby  they  could  collect  the  most  valuable 
information  in  regard  to  the  migratory  habits  of  the 
fish,  the  mo.st  suitable  times  to  fish,  and  the  best  local 
fishermen  to  employ.  He  suggested  that  that  informa¬ 
tion  should  be  published  in  a  journal,  if  funds 
permitted,  to  be  issued  once  a  ijuarter  or  once 
a  year.  The  second  advantage  to  the  members  was, 
that,  in  all  probability,  the  association  would  own 
its  own  boats  at  different  sea  angling  resorts,  and 
make  special  terms  with  fishermen  to  let  out  their 
boats.  Hitherto  they  frequently  found  that  sea  fisher¬ 
men  charged  23.  6d.  an  hour  for  their  boats,  which  was 
an  exhorbitant  charge,  but  in  Wales  they  claimed  the 
fish  as  well,  for  once  when  he  was  out  the  man  at  the 
end  of  the  day  said,  “  These  fish  are  mine.  Would  you 
like  a  few,  sirr”  (Laughter.)  He  hoped  when  they 
became  flourishing  they  would  also  purchase  a  yacht, 
which  would  enable  the  members  to  go  for  a  trip  after 
the  fish  where  the  small  boats  coixld  not  reach.  In 
regard  to  the  third  advantage,  he  thought  the  railway 
companies  would  charge  lower  fares  to  members  going 
fishing  to  the  sea-side.  The  anglers’  interests  he  felt 
were  the  companies’  interests.  The  fourth  advantage 
would  be  obtained  through  the  corresponding  members 
on  the  coasts  sending  telegrams  to  the  headquarters  in 
London  as  to  when  the  fish  were  in,  and  then  members 
would  be  able  to  go  to  the  spots  most  suited.  Sea- 
fish  did  not  stop  in  one  place  long,  for  they  might 
go  to  Deal  one  day  and  catch  nothing,  and  take 
four  or  five  cod  the  next  day.  It  was  most  annoying 
to  go  to  a  place  and  then  to  find  that  the  fish  were  not  in, 
and  to  hear  a  fisherman  say,  “  Ah  !  sir,  yon  should  have 
been  here  last  week.”  (Laughter).  The  fifth  advantage 
should  follow  from  members  arranging  with  hotel- 
keepers,  &c.,  to  board  them  at  a  special  rate.  The  sixth 


advantage  would  lie  in  the  promotion  of  social  inter¬ 
course,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  a  great 
pleasure  for  the  members  to  meet  thtir  brother  anglers 
and  join  them  in  boats  and  excursions.  He  hoped, 
speaking  of  the  seventh  advantage,  that  in  time  local 
branches  would  be  formed  in  coast  towns,  and  start  a 
club-house,  which  would  be  open  to  members  of  the 
association  all  over  the  United  Kingdom.  In  regard  to 
the  eighth  advantage,  he  hoped  to  see  the  members  of 
the  club  follow  the  example  of  the  British  Association 
and  have  an  annual  gathering  at  some  sea-side  place. 
The  members  would,  say,  go  to  Plymouth  or  Scar¬ 
borough,  and  be  entertained  there  by  one  of  the 
local  branches.  The  British  Association  met  for 
learning  and  scientific  purposes,  were  feted,  and 
had  a  rare  old  time,  and  he  (the  chairman)  did  not 
see  why  the  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Association  should  not  do  the  same.  (Laughter.)  He 
hoped  one  effect  of  the  formation  of  that  club  would  be 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  sea  fisheries  and  sea 
fishermen  all  round  the  coast.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  should 
not  be  at  all  surprised  if  some  enthusiastic  sea  angler 
did  not  discover  the  long-looked-for  bait  which  the 
Marine  Biological  Society  had  been  endeavouring  to  find 
out,  and  he  believed  that  they  would  discover  new 
methods  of  catching  fish,  and  introduce  new  kinds  of 
tackle,  which  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  profes¬ 
sional  fishermen.  (Hear,  hear.)  Already  they  haUeen 
instrumental  in  introducing  methods  of  taking  fish, 
which  those  men  had  been  glad  to  follow.  Nowadays, 
for  instance,  the  sea  fishermen  on  the  soxxth  coast  used 
gut  on  their  whiting  lines,  whilst  at  Tenby  they  used  a 
twisted  gut  and  a  blue  phantom  minnow,  worth  4s.  Gd. 
each,  when  bass  fishing.  In  conclusion,  the  chairman 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  members  would  take  up  the 
question  of  preserving  immature  se.a  fish,  and  wished 
the  club  every  success.-  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Aflalo,  who  was  cordially  received,  then  read  an 
interesting  paper  on  “Sea  Fishing,”  which,  he  main¬ 
tained,  was  a  healthful  and  instructive  occupation,  and 
one  that  could  be  pursued  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 
The  proposed  association  -would  not  neglect  the  amateur, 
or  even  the  social  element,  and  a  great  advantage  would 
be  the  instituting  of  central  bait  depots.  He  therefore 
moved:  “'That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is 
desirable  to  form  a  society  of  gentlemen  interested  in 
sea  fishing,  and  in  the  welfare  of  our  fisheries  on  the 
English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  coasts,  for  the  purposes  of 
obtaining  increased  facilities  for  salt-water  angling,  and 
of  collecting  and  publishing  information  relative  to  the 
migration,  food,  &;c.,  of  our  sea  fish,  and  that  it  be 
called  the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society.’’ 

The  resolution  -was  seconded  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrdb.sole, 
and  carried,  after  a  short  discussion. 

Sir  Albert  H.  Rollit  and  the  Mayor  of  Deal  had 
already  signified  their  consent  to  become  vice-presidents, 
and  Messrs.  R.  B.  Marston,  AV.  Senior,  S.  Harwood,  and 
T.  R.  Sachs  were  likewise  elected  to  the  same  office. 

A  provisional  committee  was  appointed,  with  power 
to  add  to  its  number,  viz.,  Messrs.  Ball,  Cinimplen, 
Johnson,  and  Shrubsole,  with  Surgeon- General  Parke  as 
chairman,  and  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  vice-chairman.  They 
are  to  draft  a  scheme  of  the  rules  and  regulations, 
which  will  be  circulated  round  the  coast  for  discussion. 
Mr.  Aflalo  is  hon.  secretary,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  bon. 
treasurer,  p?-o.  tern.  All  communications  should  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  Aflalo,  o,  Beverley-road,  Anerley,  S  E. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  the  annual  subscription 
should  be  lOs.  Gd.  per  annum. 

The  proceedings  terminated  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  exhibitors  and  chairman. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  AV.C.,  on  Monday 
last,  when  a  large  number  of  delegates  were  present. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  president,  occupied  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  J.  Kelly,  vice-president,  the  vice-chair. 

The  subject  of  the  proposed  Thames  bye-laws  again 
received  a  large  amount  of  attention,  the  several  letters 
from  the  Thames  Conservancy  were  produced  to  the 
meeting,  and  the  secretary  reported  in  detail  the  action 
he  had  taken  in  the  matter  as  instructed  by  the  dele¬ 
gates,  those  suggestions  thus  made  to  the  conservators 
had  been  carefully  considered,  and  it  was  firmly  believed 
would  be  ultimately  adopted.  It  was  the  unanimous 
feeling  of  the  meeting  that  very  little  alteration  was 
required  in  reference  to  the  sizes  of  fish,  seeing  that  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  members  of  London  angling 
clubs  are  bank  anglers,  who  are  compelled  to  toil  hard 
during  the  week  ;  and  the  experience  of  their  matches 
and  club  outings  has  taught  them,  practically,  that  the 
many  alterations  in  the  aspect  of  their  favourite  river 
of  late  years  by  the  improvements  necessary  in  making 
new  embankments,  erecting  new  weirs,  &c.,  had 
quite  changed  the  former  conditions  of  bank  fishing. 
It  was,  therefore,  now  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
obtain  good  takes  of  fish  from  the  bank,  as  nearly 
all  the  old  swims  had  been  destroyed,  and  the 
fish  were  to  be  found  located  more  in  mid  stream, 
thus  rendering  punt-fishing  more  profitable,  but  often¬ 
times  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  the  working  man  anglers’ 
pocket.  On  this  subject  there  had  certainly  been  a  deal 
of  hypocrisy  preached  by  a  few  whose  sole  aim  appeared 
to  be  to  support  anything  that  might  render  the  sport 
a  more  exclusive  one,  it  being  apparent  that  there  are 
far  too  many  humble  followers  of  the  gentle  art  to 
please  them.  It  is,  therefore,  certain  that  any  increase 
in  sizes  as  proposed,  would  be  detrimental  to  the  rise 
and  continued  future  prosperity  of  the  London  clubs ; 
it  would  be  the  means  of  many  breaking  away  from 


their  societies,  and  another  great  danger  would  present 
itself  in  the  shape  of  decreased  traffic  on  railways,  thus 
seriously  jeopardising  our  many  valuable  concessions 
of  cheap  railway  travelling.  The  river  is  undoubtedly 
well  stocked  with  fish,  the  efforts  of  the  various  Preser¬ 
vation  Societies  in  the  past  have  worked  wonders  in 
this  direction,  and  the  London  anglers  are  not  slow  to 
recognise  this  fact,  seeing  that  quite  recently  they 
subscribed  nearly  ^6100  in  a  very  short  time,  which 
has  been  wisely  distributed  amongst  the  many  Preser¬ 
vation  Societies  for  the  purpose  of  re-stocking,  and  it 
is  confidently  believed  that  every  purpose  will  be  served 
by  continuing  in  this  direction.  And,  further,  there 
certainly  has  not  appeared  any  genuine  widespread 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  London  elubs  to  increase  the 
present  standard,  otherwise  the  matter  would  have 
been  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  associations, 
and  rules  framed  accordingly,  this  being  considered 
a  far  wiser  course  than  altering  the  bye-laws,  which, 
if  done,  must  be  recognised  for  many  years  to 
come  without  any  further  chance  of  alteration.  In 
furtherance  of  these  and  other  views  of  the  delegates  it 
was  agreed  to  form  a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  con¬ 
servators,  if  necessary,  the  following  gentlemen  being 
selected  :  Messrs.  Medcalf,  T.  Crumplen,  AV.  Parkin,  AV. 
Elsmore,  and  T.  Goodwin.  It  is  the  proud  boast  of  this 
association  that  we  have  always  worked  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  whole  body,  and  that  any  individual 
member  can  have  a  voice  in  its  working  and  be  heard 
upon  all  questions,  discussion  being  our  motto,  how¬ 
ever  unimportant  the  subject  may  appear. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  forward  the  usual 
donation  to  the  Thames  River-keepers’  Dinner  Fund,  it 
being  considered  that  the  annual  re-union  does  a  vast 
amount  of  good  in  promoting  the  cordial  co-operation  so 
necessary  for  protecting  the  fisheries. 

The  subject  of  additional  railway  facilities  was  also 
considered,  and  a  report  was  given  as  to  the  work  done 
by  the  deputation,  who  waited  on  the  Great  Eastern, 
also  in  reference  to  the  London  and  North-AVestern 
railway  and  Metropolitan  railway. 

The  “  smoker  ”  and  annual  re-union  of  the  members 
will  take  place  at  the  headquarters  on  Monday,  the  2Gth 
inst.  Mr.  AValter  Emden,  L.C'.C.,  has  kindly  under¬ 
taken  to  preside,  and  an  excellent  programme  is 
promised. 

Mr.  C.  AYatling,  visiting  officer,  reportel  a  most 
successful  visit  to  the  Royal  George  Angling  Society, 
and  the  next  one  to  the  Seymour  Brothers  Angling 
Society  on  Monday,  13th  inst. 

A  new  visiting  list  will  shortly  be  prepared,  and  the 
secretaries  of  societies  are  particularly  reqxiested  to 
send  any  alteration  of  the  club-house,  nights  of  meeting, 
Ac.,  to  W.  J.  AA’ado,  secretary,  G,  Priter-road,  S.E. 


THE  ST.-ANDARD  AVORKS  EMPLOYES.— ROD 
AIAKERS’  ANNUAL  DINNER. 

The  section  of  Messrs.  Allcook’s  employes  comprised 
in  the  rod-making  department,  held  their  annual  dinner 
on  Monday  evening  last  at  the  AVarwick  Arms  Hotel, 
when  about  sixty  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast. 

The  affair  xvas  not  confined  to  men,  but  women  and 
girls  also  attended,  and  seemed  to  thoroughly  enjoy 
themselves. 

The  viands  having  been  disposed  of,  the  first  toast 
was  that  of  ”  Success  to  the  Firm,”  which  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  E.  Perks,  the  manager  of  the  department.  He 
said  that  unless  there  was  success  at  the  Standard 
AYorks,  there  was  no  success  for  any  of  them  there. 
(Hear,  hear).  He  had  been  forty-one  years  at  the 
Standard,  where  he  started  as  a  little  boy.  He  fervently 
trusted  that  their  good  old  commander  (cheers)  would  be 
spared  for  many  long  years  to  guide  the  ship  iu  future 
as  well  as  he  had  in  the  past.  (Hear,  hear).  A  good 
many  firms  looked  with  envy  on  the  Standard,  and 
years  ago  some  clever  people  made  up  their  minds  to 
knock  them  out  of  existence.  During  that  time  he  had 
a  few  grey  hairs  appear,  but  he  thought  that  those  who 
had  lost  some  thousands  in  their  attempt  had  more  grey 
hairs  than  he  had.  (Laughter).  He  could  truthfully 
say  that  they  had  never  done  a  sweating  business,  and 
though  occasionally  he  was  compelled  to  “  give  them 
emery,”  yet,  on  the  whole,  they  got  on  very  well  to¬ 
gether.  (Cheers).  They  would  all  have  to  pull  together, 
and  it  would  take  a  great  deal  to  beat  them. 

The  toast  having  been  enthusiast'cally  drunk,  Air. 
Allcook,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  responded. 

He  said  he  was  glad  to  see  them  all  enjoy  themselves, 
and  he  knew  before  that  night  that  Mr.  Perks  always 
did  his  duty.  As  to  sweating,  it  was  against  his  prin¬ 
ciple  to  cut  down  wages.  He  could  tell  them  that  they 
did  not  get  too  much  for  their  work,  and  fe  should  be 
only  too  pleased  to  see  them  having  more,  if  it  would 
P-iy  the  Standard  to  give  them  more.  They  did  not  fear 
competition,  though  the  “  small  fry  ”  were  occasionally 
troublesome  by  reducing  prices  on  common  goods,  but 
for  good  quality  in  best  work  the  Standard  could  not  be 
beaten.  (Cheers).  It  was  one  of  his  first  points  to  keep 
his  workpeople.  Mr.  Perks  had  said  that  he  had  been 
there  forty-one  .vears,  and  he  thought  it  was  time  he 
was  pensioned  off.  The  Standard  had  worked  hard  for 
the  reputation  they  now  had,  and  they  would  have  to 
work  hard  to  keep  it,  but  if  they  all  did  their  duty  there 
would  be  no  cause  for  fear.  AVhen  he  was  younger  he 
used  to  think  that  when  he  had  got  to  be  old  he  should 
like  to  retire  (No),  but  he  was  glad  to  say  that  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  stick  to  the  ship,  with  which  he  liad 
been  connected  for  forty-three  years,  till  he  died. 
(Cheers).  He  was  glad  to  say  that  he  had  never  had 
better  health  in  his  life. 

Air.  T.  Clark  proposed  the  health  of  the  host  and  his 
assistants,  spying  that  Air.  Fourt  had  done  his  very  best 
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and  had  given  them  all  the  greatest  satisfaction.  This 
toast  was  drunk,  and  the  host  responded. 

The  arrangements,  which  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Leaver  and  Mr.  A.  Hill,  were  carried  out  most 
creditably. 

During  the  evening,  Molesworth’s  hand  played  for 
dancing,  and  several  gentlemen  gave  some  enjoyable 
songs.  Mr.  Perks,  jun.,  rendered  some  able  pianoforte 
solos. 


DERWEXT  FISHERY  DISTRICT  BOARD. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Board  of  Conservators 
was  held  in  the  Court  House,  Cockermouth,  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  Present  :  Rev.  A.  Sutton  (in  the  chair),  Mr. 
J.  Hall,  Mr.  H.  Mayson,  Mr.  J.  Alcock,  and  Mr.  T.  C. 
Burn  (clerk). 

The  Chaieman  said  the  first  business  was  to  receive 
the  accounts  for  the  past  year.  He  was  glad  to  say  that 
Mr.  Bum  was  able  to  give  them  a  very  favourable 
report.  The  clerk  read  the  accounts  as  follows : — 
Receipts — Salmon  licences  (rods),  ^£200  Ss. ;  do.,  other 
instruments,  .£17 ;  general  licences,  ^622 ;  trout  and 
char  licences  (rods),  ^6101  7s.  :  do.,  other  instruments, 
.£3  ;  endorsements  on  licences,  fis.  fid.  ;  penalties  on 
coavictions,  .£28  Ss.  9d.  ;  interest,  2s. ;  total  receipts, 
.£432  5s.  Expenditure — Amount  overdrawn,  December 
31,  1891,  .£lfi  13s.  2d.  ;  clerk’s  salary,  ^£25;  wages  of 
water  bailiffs,  j£280  13s.;  travelling  expenses,  .£2  18s.  fid.; 
commission  on  .sale  of  licences,  £5  3s.  4d.  ;  costs  of 
prosecutions,  £22  10s.  fid.  ;  rewards  on  convictions, 
£7  5s.  ;  construction  of  fish  passes  and  other  works, 
£11  14s.  lOd. ;  printing,  advertisements,  c&c.,£lfi9s.  4d.; 
other  expenses,  £1  143.  9d.  :  total  expenditure,  £39() 
28.  5d.  ;  balance  in  hand,  £42  2s.  7d.  The  chairman 
said  it  was  the  first  time  for  many  years  that  they  had 
had  a  balance  on  the  right  side.  Mr.  Hall  said  they 
would  all  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  accounts,  and 
he  moved  that  they  be  approved,  and  submitted  to  the 
County  Council.  Mr.  Alcock  seconded  the  motion, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Salmon  Poaching. 

'The  Clerk  read  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  H.  W. 
Clift,  Armaside :  “I  am  sorry  illness  prevents  my 
attending  the  Board  meeting  to- day,  but  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  do  so  by  letter  I  should  like  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Board  to  the  very  great  amount  of 
illegal  fishing  (salmon)  that  was  practised  in  the  Der¬ 
went  last  season,  and  to  request  that  the  Board  will 
take  some  action  in  the  matter.  From  personal  con¬ 
versation  with  rod  fishermen  I  find  that  a  very  great 
amount  of  dissatisfaction  is  felt  that  the  Board  do  not 
take  more  means  to  stop  this  illegal  practice.  From  my 
own  observations  I  must  say  that  a  more  disgraceful 
state  of  things  never  existed  on  any  river,  and  until 
the  Board  do  take  some  action  in  the  matter  I  am 
afraid  it  will  continue  to  exist.  May  I  suggest  that 
our  watchers  be  empowered  to  bring  more  cases 
forward.  There  were  several  abandoned  last  season 
that  I  feel  almost  certain  any  magistrate  would  have 
convicted.  And  I  would  also  suggest  that  the  Board 
require  the  riparian  owners  to  give  authority  to  the 
watcher  to  dismiss  from  their  land  those  they  know  to 
be  iOegally  fishing.  I  trust  the  Board  will  see  the 
advisabOity  of  discussing  this  question.” — The  Clerk: 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  cases  not  brought  before  the 
court.  I  will  write  and  get  particulars  of  them. — The 
Chairman  :  It  is  not  the  case.  The  Clerk  :  No,  if  there 
is  not  sufficient  evidence  I  don’t  bring  them. — The 
Chairman :  If  there  is  any  chance  of  conviction  you 
bring  them  before  the  court?  'The  Clerk:  Yes,  cer¬ 
tainly. — The  Chairman  :  As  regards  the  watchers,  we 
have  as  many  as  our  funds  will  allow.  Mr.  Hall :  There 
are  four  on  regularly,  are  there  not  ? — The  Chairman : 
^  es,  and  those  are  as  many  as  the  funds  will  allow. 
The  clerk  will  answer  the  letter. 

The  Close  Season  for  Trout. 

The  Chairman  said  the  next  business  was  to  consider 
the  petition  from  the  Keswick  Angling  Association  to 
alter  the  close  time  for  trout  in  the  waters  above  Ouse 
Bridge  from  Sept.  15  to  Oct.  1  as  heretofore. 

The  Chairman  said  that,  considering  the  Keswick 
anglers  helped  the  board  so  much,  he  thought  the  board 
ought  to  fall  in  with  their  wishes. — The  resolution  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  Clerk  said  he  would  endeavour  to 
get  the  necessary  notices  issued  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  season. 

THE  FITZ  WEIR,  KESWICK. 

Mr.  Hall  said  that  with  regard  to  the  Fitz  Weir, 
Keswick,  about  which  he  was  asked  to  report  at  the 
last  meeting,  it  was  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  salmon 
had  great  difficulty  in  getting  up  the  weir.  'They  did 
get  up,  but  still  it  was  by  no  means  clear  sailing.  He 
had  consulted  many  fishermen  about  it,  and  they 
thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  put  up  a  small  fish 
pass,  which  would  cost  something  like  £5 — a  removable 
fish  pass,  which  could  be  taken  away  after  the  fish  had 
gone  up. — The  Clerk  said  a  permanent  pass  would  be 
costly. 

The  Clerk  said  a  movable  pass  would  be  very  feasible. 
It  was  agreed  that  a  plan  and  particulars  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  at  the  next  meeting. 

TROUT  NETTING  IN  DEEWENTWATER. 

Mr.  Mayson  said  there  was  a  feeling  that  the  size  of 
mesh  used  for  the  catching  of  trout  was  too  small.  It 
was  well  known  that  Derwentwater  trout  were  much 
larger  than  other  trout.  The  minimum  size  of  the  mesh 
was  an  inch  from  knot  to  knot  when  wet.  That  was 
much  too  small,  and  a  great  quantity  of  fish  was  caught, 
he  was  told,  that  ought  never  to  be  taken  out  of  Der¬ 
wentwater  at  all.  Derwentwater  trout  averaged  21b., 


and  went  up  to  41b. ,  while  Crummock  trout  only  aver¬ 
aged  three  to  the  pound.  The  same  net  was  used  for  all 
the  lakes,  and  he  asked  if  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
make  the  mesh  larger  for  Derwentwater  and  Bassen- 
thwaite. — The  Chairman  said  they  could  not  do  anything 
that  day.  Notice  of  motion  must  be  given. — The  Clerk 
said  he  could  write  and  ask  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
they  would  consent  to  two  differently  sized  meshes  being 
used.  What  size  would  Mr.  Mayson  suggest!' — Mr. 
Mayson  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  but  not  less 
than  half  an  inch  larger.  He  was  only  expressing  the 
grievance  of  the  Keswick  anglers,  who  had  told  him  that 
yearling  fish,  that  ought  never  to  have  been  taken  out, 
were  being  taken  out  in  great  quantities. — Mr.  Hall 
asked  if  the  nets  used  passed  under  any  examination. — 
The  Clerk  :  The  bailiffs  have  instructions  to  see  that 
they  are  the  proper  size. — Mr.  Hall  :  There  is  no  com¬ 
plaint  from  the  local  association. — Mr.  Matson  :  There 
have  been  complaints  from  fishermen,  decidedly,  that 
thousands  of  these  trout  have  been  taken  out. — The 
Chairman  :  How  many  nets  are  used  on  the  lake  r — Mr. 
Matson  said  there  were  two.  There  was  one  at  Lodore 
Hotel,  which  was  used  frequently,  and  Mr.  Marshall  had 
a  net  licence  last  year,  but  he  did  not  think  he  used  it 
more  than  once.  He  did  not  know  of  an5'  other  nets. — 
Mr.  Hall  :  The  one  at  Lodore  is  the  most  dangerous  of 
any.  It  takes  all  the  fish  at  the  upper  end  of  the  lake. — 
Mr.  Matson  :  We  don’t  want  to  do  any  harm  to  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Lodore  Hotel,  but  we  must  look  after  the 
fishery. — Mr.  Matson  undertook  that  the  matter  should 
be  formally  laid  before  the  board  in  the  shape  of  a  com¬ 
plaint  from  the  Keswick  Anglers’  Association. 
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We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  13,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurnet, 
see. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — Fifth  Annual 
Angling  Competition,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent  Home  Funds. — 
Since  my  last  report  I  have  much  pleasure  to  announce 
that  the  Burdett  and  the  Hearts  of  Oak  have  promised 
prizes  for  the  competition,  a  tea-service  of  forty-two 
pieces.  I  have  also  received  a  donation  of  £1  from 
Mark  Davies,  Esq.,  of  the  Gresham,  for  the  A.  B.  S. 
and  C.  H.  funds. — S.  Mallet,  sec. 

Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock  Fishers. — A  smoking 
concei't,  under  the  auspices  of  this  flourishing  and 
numerically  strong  association,  whose  membership 
counts  close  on  200,  was  held  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Alex. 
Bisset  presided.  The  chairman  gave  a  very  interesting 
address  on  the  aims  and  benefits  derived  from  the 
pastime  they  all  had  such  an  interest  in.  An  attractive 
programme  of  songs,  readings,  and  instrumental  music 
was  gone  through  in  excellent  style  by  Messrs.  A.  Moir, 
J.  Massie,  W.  Walker,  J.  McLeod,  W.  Meston,  G.  Wood¬ 
man,  Ramsay,  Morrice,  Nicol,  Brown,  Nelson, 
Ruddieman,  Jackson,  Gillan,  Nicols,  Duff,  &c.  At  the 
close  of  a  most  enjoyable  evening  hearty  thanks  were 
accorded  to  all  who  had  contributed  to  the  extensive 
programme. — G.  M. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  The  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road. — On  the  12th  inst.  the 
members  will  fish  three  prizes  at  Whittlesford.  To  start 
at  Liverpool-street,  8  o’clock  train,  and  leave  oft'  fishing 
at  5  o’clock.  One  of  our  members,  Mr.  J.  Jones,  has  a 
“pike”  in  hand  to  set  up  for  one  of  his  customers, 
weighing  about  171b.,  and  he  found  inside  the  fish  a 
roach  which  turned  the  scales  at  IJlb.,  though  partly 
decomposed.  No  wonder  there  are  not  many  “  speci¬ 
mens  ’’about,  if  this  is  the  kind  of  appetite  the  pike  have 
got.  We  hope  all  members  will  attend  the  meetings  as 
there  is  a  lot  of  special  business  to  be  brought  on,  viz., 
punt  match,  &c.,  &c. — A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Fiscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  the  5th  inst.  we  started  our 
roving  competition,  Mr.  Hinkley  being  the  first  to 
weigh  in,  with  21b.  5Joz.  roach.  On  the  8th  inst.,  the 
match  terminated  with  the  following  result :  1st,  Mr. 
E.  Wilson,  91b.  8iOz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  F.  '\Vilson,  01b.  7jOz. ; 
3rd,  Mr.  Mackrell,  51b.  4Joz.  ;  all  roach  and  dace,  and 
a  very  pretty  show,  some  of  them  going  nearly  a  pound. 
1  should  like  to  see  members  up  in  stronger  form 
than  lately  as  we  have  a  lot  of  work  to  do  before  the 
season  closes. — A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street.  —  Several  members 
were  out  on  the  5th  inst.,  but  only  a  few  of  them 
returned  with  fish,  viz.,  Messrs.  J.  Smith,  H.  Patman, 
and  G.  H.  Payne.  Mr.  W.  Streeton  weighed  in  a  nice 
lot  of  roach  on  the  3rd.  The  next  visit  on  the  South 
London  United  Visiting  List  will  be  to  this  society  on 
Tuesday,  the  10th,  when  the  pleasure  of  the  company  of 
brother  anglers  from  any  society  that  can  make  it  con¬ 
venient  to  attend  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. — A.  Cann, 
sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Sonthwark-street. — We  had  a  very  good  muster  last 
Tuesday,  when  Mr.  Bursill  read  his  paper  entitled 


“  Anglirg  Gossip,”  with  lantern  views.  I  have  to  thank 
Mr.  Bursill  for  his  excellent  paper,  which  I  know  every¬ 
one  was  delighted  with.  I  also  have  to  thank  Mr. 
Howard  for  his  valuable  services  as  chairman  for  that 
evening.  Several  members  were  out  last  week.  Sir.  J . 
Barker,  jack  ;  Mr.  Caulder,  jack ;  Mr.  Hacker,  jack. 
It  was  proposed  last  meeting  that  we  have  another 
outing  on  the  2Gth  inst.  at  St.  Slargaret’s.  All  members 
to  leave  by  first  train.  No  live  bait  carried.— J.  Foster, 
hon.  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  —  We  have  had  some 
good  takes  of  fish  lately.  On  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  Jennings 
had  a  grand  show  of  roach,  which  were  greatly  admired 
by  the  members  and  friends,  six  of  the  best  roach  going 
over  the  pound,  heaviest  lib.  3Joz. ;  Mr.  Billings,  a  good 
show  of  roach,  heaviest  lib.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Rome,  our  host, 
bream  and  roach  :  Mr.  Taylor,  roach  and  dace  :  Mr. 
Halsell,  roach;  Mr.  West,  roach,  heaviest  roach 
lib.  7^oz. — J.  II. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing  the  supper,  which  was  fished  for  at  Pangbourne,  on 
January  29,  took  place  at  the  club-house;  Mr.  E.  F. 
Goodwin  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Gear  vice- 
chairman.  Very  much  credit  is  due  to  our  host,  Mr.  H. 
Brook,  for  the  very  substantial  and  enjoyable  repast 
put  on  the  table.  After  supper,  the  chairman  presented 
Mr.  Robson  with  the  only  iirize  which  was  won  in  the 
competition.  During  the  evening  Messrs.  Gore, 
Connell,  Wright,  Cecil,  Robson,  Goodwin,  Brook,  Pugh, 
and  Irwing  sang  some  very  good  songs.  The  losing  side 
challenged  the  winners  to  fish  them  again  for  another 
supper  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  last  match, 
the  challenge  was  accepted.  The  evening,  which  seemed 
far  too  short,  was  brought  to  a  close  with  a  very  hearty 
vot  e  of  thanks  to  our  chairman  and  vice-chairman. — H. 
Roach. 

Caledonian  Angling  Society. — A  few  of  the 
active  and  enthusiastic  members  of  this  society  have 
been  taking  advantage  of  the  recent  spell  of  fine  weather, 
and  some  very  creditable  shows  of  fish  have  been  weighed- 
in,  notably  Mr.  A.  Knock,  with  roach,  bream,  and  perch, 
the  best  bream  weighing  21b.  7oz.,  and  his  last  take  of 
fish  was  five  roach  weighing  51b.  lOJoz.,  the  best  roach  a 
fine  specimen  of  lib.  lOJoz.  Mr.  C.  Bland,  our  suburban 
member,  on  Thursday  had  a  very  pretty  pike  of  71b.  3oz. 
Mr.  Turner’s  two  best  takes  were  filb.,  and  91b.  7oz.  of 
roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Knock,  a  smaller  take  of  roach.  Mr. 
Wilson  has  been  having  some  good  takes  of  roach  from 
Bures,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Myself,  perch  from  the 
Kennet  and  roach  from  Bures. — -A.  George,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  the  5th  inst.  the  follow¬ 
ing  members  weighed-in  : — Mr.  King,  roach,  71b.  GJoz. ; 
Mr.  Sharp,  dace  ;  Mr.  Marshall,  dace.  The  next  return 
visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  Visiting  List  will  take  place  at 
the  above  house  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  14,  when  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  brother  anglers  who  can 
favour  us  with  a  call  that  evening. — E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Caxtonian  Anglers. — Messrs.  Brooks,  Whitehead, 
and  Ballard,  fishing  in  Berkshire  on  Saturday  last,  had  a 
fine  take  of  twenty-nine  jack,  weighing  1121b.  3ozs. 
The  bait  was  supplied  by  J.  Gillett  and  Co.,  of  Fetter- 
lane. 

City  Fiscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C. — During  the  current  week 
sport  has  been  prolific.  Mr.  J.  Depledge,  a  fine  show  of 
roach  and  dace  from  the  Cam,  largest  roach  nearly  11b., 
largest  dace  12oz. ;  and  Messrs.  Alfred  Thorn  and  Tom 
Keeble,  three  dozen  fine  roach  from  the  Thames.  Messrs. 
Harry  Dunn,  W.  Woods,  C.  Spanswick,  H.  Ellison,  &c., 
have  also  been  fairly  in  it.  Mr.  S.  C.  Harding  will 
read  a  paper  here  on  Monday,  Feb.  27. — John  Smith, 
hon.  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  the  5th  inst.  the  following  members  weighed-in  fish  • 
Messrs.  R.  Chapman,  filb.  2Joz.  roach;  C.  Ball  Tumor, 

G.  T.  Jameson,  roach.  On  Monday  we  decided  to  fish  a 
competitor  for  four  prizes  on  Feb.  19,  locale  to  be 
settled  on  Thursday  evening. — G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District.  —  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Camden 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  Hartland- 
road,  Camden  'Town,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14.  The  Copen¬ 
hagen  has  joined  us,  and  we  have  room  for  one  more 
club  to  complete  our  list. — F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cobden  AngUng  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — We  had  fish  weighed  in  on  the  5th  inst.  by 
Messrs.  Couchwell,  Twyman,  and  Godfrey  with  roach 
and  dace.  We  fish  a  match  at  Richmond  for  twelve 
club  prizes  on  Feb.  2fi,  roving  from  Messum’s  Boat¬ 
house  to  Teddington  Lock.  To  proceed  from  West- 
bourne  Park  by  the  8.48  a.m.,  return  by  the  7.36  p.m. ; 
register  fish  at  Jolly  Anglers  not  later  than  6.30  ;  one 
rod  only  ;  all  fish  to  weigh.  Members  must  make  them¬ 
selves  eligible  to  fish. — A.  Smith,  sec. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  'United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-green.  —  The 
members  of  the  above  fished  for  four  prizes  on  the  5th 
inst.  Nine  weighed  in,  with  the  following  result :  Mr. 

H.  Wright,  first;  Mr.  A.  Sherwood,  second;  Mr. 
Walter,  third  ;  Mr.  W.  Long,  fourth  ;  boundary  being 
Carthagena  Weir  to  Bye  House  Bridge.  I  should  feel 
obliged  if  the  members  will  endeavour  to  attend  on 
Wednesday,  as  there  is  some  important  business  to 
come  on. — G.  Rogers,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. —  On  the  5th  inst.  fifteen 
members  competed  for  the  three  prizes  left  over  from 
2  9th,  at  Burnt  Mill.  Result :  Mr.  H.  Webber,  first ;  G. 
Lloyd,  second  ;  C.  Richardson,  third ;  E.  Wild,  fourth. 
On  Tuesday  it  was  decided  that  three  prizes  of  10s. 


Februart  11,  1893] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


103 


each  should  be  competed  for  on  Feb.  10.  Full 
particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  club-house. —  S. 
Mallet,  see. 

Haggle  Angling  Society,  Chestnut-road,  Totten¬ 
ham. — A  very  pleasant  meeting  was  held  at  ourheal- 
quarters,  the  Eagle  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  31,  when, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  for  Promoting  the 
Reading  of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs,  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrub- 
sole  read  a  paper  entitled  “  An  Angling  Tour  through 
the  United  Kingdom.”  With  a  few  preliminary  remarks 
and  anecdotes  during  his  journey  from  Eustonto  Dublin, 
Mr.  Shrubsole  at  once  transferred  us  to  the  charming 
and  beautiful  Irish  fishing  loughs,  giving  clear  details 
of  the  manner  of  fishing  for  pike  and  trout,  the  enormous 
size  of  which,  according  to  native  testimony,  in  alluding 
to  pike,  taken  to  over  401b.  It  was,  however,  not  his 
luck  to  be  so  fortunate,  except  in  the  case  of  20  and  30- 
ponnders,  and  he  assured  his  audience  they  could,  in 
fishing  Lough  Conn  and  other  loughs  he  mentioned,  be 
certain,  on  any  day,  of  capturing  at  least  half  a  dozen 
pike,  varying  from  61b.  and  upwards.  Trout  were  very 
abundant,  large,  and  handsome,  and  I  heard  many  a 
vow  taken  by  a  good  many  fly  fishermen  present  of  trying 
these  prolific  loughs  on  the  very  first  opi^ortunity.  Mr. 
Shmbsole  then  took  us  to  Scotland,  and  highly  amused 
the  audience,  in  relating  some  of  the  eccentricities  of 
the  engine  drivers,  guards  and  station  masters  on  one 
of  the  Scotch  Railways.  He  described  the  beautiful 
town  and  bay  of  Oban  ;  and  from  there  he  took  us  into 
the  fishing  districts,  and  detailed  the  immense  slaughter 
of  immature  trout,  i.e.,  trout  not  large  enough  to  repro¬ 
duce  its  own  species,  and  if  such  went  on,  he  predicted 
the  extinction  of  trout  in  those  parts  of  Scotland  where 
such  practices  were  carried  on.  Before  he  took  us  from 
Scotland,  he  said  it  was  a  matter  of  deep  regret  and 
pain,  that  Englishmen  should  go  to  Scotland  angling, 
and  fritter  away  their  money,  whereas  ia  Ireland  they 
could  get  as  fine  scenery  and  loughs,  and  infinitely 
better  fishing,  at  probably  one  half  the  cost.  He  next 
brought  us  down  to  Yorkshire  and  the  lovely  Derby¬ 
shire  streams,  which  are  well  known  to  many  of  our 
anglers.  The  reading  was  listened  to  with  great  attention, 
and  met  with  frequent  applause,  and  at  the  close  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Shrubsole  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Jardine,  who  had  kindly  consented  to  occupy  the 
chair,  in  the  absence  of  the  President  of  the  Eagles  (who 
wired  to  say  he  was  laid  up  with  rheumatic  cold),  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  who  well  filled  the 
vice.  This  was  drunk  with  musical  honours,  and,  in 
responding,  Mr.  Shrubsole  said  it  gave  him  great  plea¬ 
sure  in  coming  among  a  body  of  fishermen  such  as  were 
present,  or  he  should  not  have  come  from  Birmingham 
that  afternoon  to  give  his  reading,  and  as  he  had  to 
return  there  in  the  morning,  he  hoped  thev  would 
excuse  him  leaving,  as  he  had  a  long  way  to  get  home. 
On  retiring  he  was  greeted  with  loud  cheers.  The 
remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  with  some  excellent 
harmony  by  Messrs,  Tom  Extence,  Ashmore,  Morton- 
Clarke,  Moss,  and  Buokland,  sentimental  ;  and  Messrs. 
Fred  Hamilton,  Jesse  Robinson,  Duncan,  Sharland,  and 
J.  C.  Mead,  comic.  In  response  to  invitations  sent  to 
local  and  other  clubs,  the  following  were  represented  : 
The  Enterprise,  Park,  Houndsfield  Otters,  Highbury, 
Serapis,  Good  Intent,  Islington,  Junior  Flyfishers. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  R.  Ghumey,  seeretary  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  opened  the  Eagle  box, 
which  was  found  to  contain  ^2  4s.,  and  this  was  con¬ 
sidered  very  satisfactory.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  cordi¬ 
ally  given  to  Mr.  Jardine  and  Mr.  Tibbatts  for  occupy¬ 
ing  the  chair  and  vice-chair,  and  with  this  ended  an 
enjoyable  evening.  Mr.  C.  Ashmore  wins  Mr.  Mat 
Ainsley’s  prize  of  the  two  oil  paintings,  by  Roland 
Knight,  which  was  for  gross  weight  of  'all  kinds  of 
fish  caught  in  any  four  days  during  January  last,  and 
attached  to  the  same  conditions ;  the  prizes  given 
anonymously,  of  10s.  for  second,  and  5s.  for  third, 
resulted  in  a  tie  between  Messrs.  Dwyer  and  Burnett. 
Mr.  W.  S.  Price  had  a  capital  show  of  roach  on  the 
5th  inst.,  one  of  which  weighed  lib.  4oz.,  which  ties 
Mr.  Barlow’s  roach  of  a  similar  weight  in  the  half¬ 
guinea  prize  for  specimen  roach  of  lib.  or  over  to 
end  of  season.  I  have  much  pleasure  to  announce 
that  the  same  gentleman  has  presented  a  splendid 
umbrella,  value  ^61  Is.,  and  the  committee  have  decided 
that  it  shall  be  fished  for  on  the  19th  inst.  at  Duxford, 
gross  weight  all  kinds  offish,  one  rod  only  while  fishing, 
and  members  to  go  by  first  train  same  morning. 
Members  please  note  this,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
any  outstanding  subscription. — T.  F.  B.,  hon.  sec. 

jBpsom  Anffling  Society. — The  monthly  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Wellington  on  Monday  last,  F.  W. 
Coles,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Dix  read  a  paper  which 
proved  a  very  interesting  narrative  of  his  experience  in 
“  Thames  ”  punt  fishing,  in  which  the  reader  introduced 
some  very  amusing  incidents  that  had  occurred  on 
his  outings.  The  chairman  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  reader,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Wagstaff  and 
carried  vociferously.  On  Monday  Messrs.  Howell,  Dix, 
Wiltshire,  and  H.  Skilton  weighed  in  roach  and  dace 
from  the  Thames.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Jeffery  and 
E.  W.  Hailes  weighed  in  221b.  roach  and  dace  from  the 
same  river.  On  'Wednesday  Messrs.  Wagstaffe  and  Dix 
weighed  in  seven  dozen  roach  and  dace  from  the  same 
source. — Edw.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  annual  general 
meeting  of  this  society,  of  which  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton  is  president,  was  held  at  their  rooms,  the 
Masons  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.C.,  last  Tues¬ 
day,  and  was  very  ably  presided  over  by  C.  S.  Bentley, 
Esq.,  F.R.M.S.  The  secretary  read  the  report  of  the 
committee  and  the  accounts,  the  former  of  which  showed 
the  amount  of  work  the  society  is  doing.  Among  other 
things  it  stated  that  the  reading  of  papers  on  angling 


subjects,  which  has  always  been  a  prominent  feature  of 
this  society,  had  been  well  sustained,  and  that  an  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  mounted  fish,  tackle,  paintings,  &c.,  was  most 
successful ;  and  recommended  that  an  exhibition  of  the 
kind  on  a  much  larger  scale  should  be  held  in  the 
present  year,  and  kept  open  for  a  longer  period.  The 
report  also  stated  that  the  additions  continually  being 
made  to  the  library  and  museum,  chiefly  by  gifts  from 
members,  added  considerably  to  the  usefulness  and 
prestige  of  the  society  ;  and  that  prize  competitions 
(for  specimen  fish)  had  increased  lately,  and  that, 
in  addition  to  the  sums  granted  from  the  funds, 
a  considerable  number  of  prizes,  both  for  fresh  and 
salt-water  fish,  had  been  presented  by  members, 
and  that  the  competitions  had  been  well  attended 
and  large  takes  of  fish  had  been  the  result.  It  was  also 
reported  that  the  society  had  taken  a  lease  of  another 
piece  of  water  at  Kelvedon,  continuous  with  their  pre¬ 
vious  holdings,  the  whole  of  which  was  well  stocked 
with  fish.  The  accounts  showed  the  society  to  be  pos¬ 
sessed  of  a  very  considerable  surplus.  The  chairman 
then  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts, 
which  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Brunton,  and  agreed  to. 
The  whole  of  the  office-bearers  were  then  re-elected, 
and  votes  of  thanks  given  them  for  their  past  services. 
A  smoking  concert  will  be  held  next  Tuesday  (the 
14th),  at  8  p.m.,  to  which  anglers  and  friends  are  invited. 
— James  Tayler,  sec. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  5th 

inst.,  Mr.  Calcutt  again  saved  us  a  blank  by  bringing  a 
show  of  roach.  Our  supper  takes  place  on  Monday  next, 
table  laid  at  7.30  p.m.  Members  will  kindly  note  the 
fact  that  our  worthy  hostess,  Mrs.  Davis,  is  strict  as 
regards  punctuality,  so  I  should  advise  them  to  be  in 
their  places  early.  Mr.  Ernest  Lawrence  will  preside 
at  the  pianoforte. — W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood 
Tavern,  Finsbury  Park,  K. — During  the  last  fortnight, 
our  trays  have  been  well  furnished  with  some  excel¬ 
lent  jack,  perch,  and  roach,  mainly  contributed  by 
Mr.  Cornish  and  Mr.  J.  Barton.  The  latter  gentleman, 
on  the  5th  inst.,  having  nearly  161b.  of  roach  from  the 
Colne;  the  two  largest  scaling  lib.  12oz.,  and  lib.  lOoz. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  club  house  on 
Thursday  next,  the  16th  inst.,  as  another  outing  ia  pro¬ 
posed,  and  several  prizes  have  to  be  arranged. — J.  E, 
Wheatley,  sec. 

Hoztou  Brothers  Angling  Society.— We  had  a 

good  show  of  fish  on  the  5th  inst.  S.  Orrow  weighed  in 
101b.  13oz.  handsome  roach,  one  fish  lib.  3ioz. ;  W.  High, 
51b.  3joz.  roach ;  A.  Hattemore,  91b.  Joz.  roach,  one 
fish  11b.  4Joz. ;  F.  Gardner,  21b.  Ijoz.  roach  ;  P.  Schulze, 
21b.  foz.  roach,  one  chub  21b.  TJoz.,  one  dace  5ioz.  The 
members  will  fish  for  special  prizes  in  the  Stort  from 
Burnt  Mill  to  Harlow.  The  members  voted  £l  Is.  for  a 
prize  for  the  Eye  Honse  competition. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — As  announced 
last  week  the  members  will  compete  for  two  special 
prizes  on  the  12th  inst.,  competitors  being  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). 
There  are  also  three  special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on 
Wednesday  next,  15th  inst.,  usual  conditions.  Mr.  T. 
W.  Garrard  had  some  good  roach  from  the  Lea  on  the 
5th  inst.,  thus  saving  us  from  a  blank  on  that  day. 
Mr.  C.  Hayward  had  roach  on  Wednesday,  and  an 
honorary  member  also  had  roach. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society. — On  the  5th  inst. ,  a  few 
members  were  out.  Mr.  More,  showing  roach,  saved  the 
club  from  a  blank.  On  the  12th  inst.,  the  members  fish  a 
match  at  Bourne  End  for  four  prizes ;  all  to  start  the 
same  morning  from  Paddington,  by  the  8.25  train.  I  beg 
to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  the  members  of  the 
different  societies  that  attended  the  benefit  of  Mr.  White 
on  Monday  last,  which  I  am  pleased  to  say,  was  a  great 
success. — W.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — At  our  weekly 
meeting,  on  the  2nd,  two  new  members  were  nominated 
for  election  at  the  next  meeting.  A  small  party  had  a 
day’s  pike-fishing  on  one  of  the  famous  Cheshire  meres, 
and  turned  up  with  a  nice  lot  of  fish,  the  heaviest 
weighing  lOJlb.  (Mr.  E.  Wilson),  and  the  next  heaviest 
8flb.  (Mr.  Waller).  In  all  ten  pike  and  jack  were  taken, 
and  as  many  more  were  run  and  lost.  Mr.  E.  Whitting¬ 
ton  reported  the  safe  arrival  of  the  200  two-year-old 
Loch  Leven  trout,  from  the  Howietoun  Fishery,  at 
Ruabon,  all  alive  and  apparently  quite  healthy,  not  a 
sickly  one  amongst  the  lot.  Mr.  W.  had  seen  them 
placed  in  the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae,  and  had  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  whole  operation,  though  the  weather  was 
wet  and  cold.  But,  as  I  have  written  before  about  Mr. 
Whittington,  he  is  quite  an  enthusiast  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  and  a  thoroughgoing  angler.  We  shall  need  his 
vigorous  services  again  very  shortly,  for  no  doubt  Mr. 
Ford  will  be  forwarding  our  700  roach  for  Knowsley 
before  long.  A  most  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
by  the  meeting  for  his  valuable  services  with  the  trout. 
— R.  WOOLFALL. 

New  Albion  Fiscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road.  —  The  open  competition  resulted  in  Mr. 
Newbury  being  first  and  Mr.  Crisp  second.  In  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  Grimmett  they  had  been  into  Hampshire, 
and  returned  with  the  usual  cab  load  of  fish.  Mr. 
Newbury  had  a  jack  of  131b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  Crisp  a 
roach  of  21b.  2oz.— A.  E.  Baldwin,  sec. 

Peckbam  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham. — Members  of  the 
above,  to  the  number  of  sixteen,  were  out  on  the  Lea, 
at  St.  Margaret’s,  competing  for  a  silver  tankard  kindly 
presented  by  Mr.  Whitebread  (Amicable),  Waltonians, 
which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Etherington  with  51b.  7ioz. 
j  (roach),  largest  lib.  2oz.  ;  the  following  members  also 
'  weighing-in;  Messrs.  Stidalph  (roach),  Gardham  (roach). 


Daniels  (roach),  Fautley  (roach),  Brancher  (roach), 
Steadman  (roach),  Royal  (perch),  H.  Russell  (roach). 
Degong  (roach).  It  was  proposed  that  members  living 
three  miles  from  the  club  house  should  be  exempt  from 
the  fine  as  regards  chairman.  The  chairman  for  the 
following  Wednesday  and  Sunday  falls  to  Mr.  Bansall. 
I  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members  on  our 
meeting  nights,  so  as  to  discuss  the  alteration  of  rules 
before  the  special  meeting  night. — W.  E.  Gardham,  sec. 

Fbceuix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — We  had  a  good  show  on  the  5th  inst.  Mr. 
Heellas  was  first  with  a  jack  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Mares, 
second,  21b.  5oz.,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Keen,  third, 
21b.  l^oz.,  roach,  and  Mr.  C.  Dove,  fourth,  21b.  Ijoz. 
Nine  others  had  fish,  several  of  which  weighed  from 
halt  to  three-quarters  of  a  pound.  Mr.  Boxall  added 
half-a-guinea  to  our  prize  list,  and  Mr.  Brewer  a  jack 
rod.  Mr.  Elbourn’s  perch  has  arrived  nicely  set  up  by 
Mr.  Webb,  -weight  lib.  lljoz. — H.  W.  Morgan,  hon. 
asst. -sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Fiscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington. — "The  match  will  take 
place  on  Feb.  26,  at  Windsor,  for  the  following  prizes  : 
— First,  15s.  ;  second,  10s.  ;  third,  7s.  6d.  ;  fourth, 
7s.  fid.  ;  fifth,  7s.  :  sixth,  5s.  ;  seventh,  a  fly  rod  ; 
eighth,  a  cigar  holder.  Proceed  by  first  train  on  the 
morning  of  match  from  Westbourne  Park.  Live  bait 
allowed ;  all  fish  to  weigh  according  to  club  rules. 
Members  can  come  down  by  a  later  train,  but  must 
report  themselves  before  they  commence  fishing.  I  hope 
members  will  attend,  and  make  themselves  eligible  tu 
fish,  this  being  the  last  match  to  finish  up  the  season. — 
J.  W.  Harris,  sec. 

Hodney  Fiscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street, 
New  Kent-road. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  5th  inst.,  but  met  with  poor  sport,  only  two  weigh- 
ing-in,  as  follows  :  Messrs.  F.  Lamberton  (roach  and 
dace),  W.  Lamberton  (roach  and  dace).  I  hope  members 
will  try  to  show  up  on  Wednesday  next  as  it  is  proposi¬ 
tion  night  for  the  monthly  outing.  Mr.  G.  Sharman  had 
a  nice  show  of  roach  on  Wednesday. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

BiOyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — Our  outing  took  place  on  the 
5th  inst.,  at  Marlow,  and  the  following  gentlemen  are 
the  prizewinners; — Mr.  Hughes,  sen.,  1st;  Mr.  Shaw, 
sen.,  2nd  ;  Mr.  Gibbons,  3rd  ;  Mr.  Hughes,  jun.,  4th  ;  and 
Mr.  Bacon,  5th.  The  remaining  prize  will  be  fished  for 
on  the  12th  inst.,  no  special  place,  but  only  bank  fishing 
allowed. — W.  E.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  5th  inst.,  but  were  not  very  successful, 
only  Mr.  Kelly  weighing  in  4Jlb.  of  roach,  the  two  largest 
weighing  11b.  7Joz.  and  11b.  fijoz.  Mr.  Kelly  also  had  on 
Sunday,  Jan.  29,  one  roach  weighing  lib.  Ijoz..  On 
Tuesday  last  Mr.  Mengles  weighed  in  one  jack  3|lb. 
We  hope  a  large  number  of  our  members  will  support  us 
on  Feb.  21,  when  Mr.  Hoyle  will  read  his  paper  on 
“  Trout  and  Trout  Fishing.” — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope, 
Pollard-road,  E. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out 
on  the  5th  inst.,  and  the  following  weighed-in  ;  Mr.  T. 
Jones,  bream,  81b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  T.  Jones,  roach,  41b.  5oz. ; 
Mr.  Wells,  bream,  11b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Palykett,  roach, 
11b.  7Joz.  ;  Mr.  Cleydell,  fine  show  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Henry, 
nice  lot  of  roach ;  Mr.  Eigg,  nice  perch ;  Mr.  H. 
Spenceley,  fine  roach.  A  smoking  concert  will  take 
place  at  the  above,  on  Monday,  Feb.  20,  in  aid  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund,  when  we  hope  to  see  as  many 
anglers  and  friends  as  possible.  All  secretaries  not 
receiving  notice  please  accept  this  as  such. — T.  Sayce. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  Lis-c. 
— A  delegate  meeting  of  the  societies  on  this  list  will  be 
held  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  on 
Friday,  the  10th  inst.,  at  9.30  sharp,  to  consider  if  it 
will  be  advisable  to  hold  another  competition  this 
season.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  Angling  Society  held  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern, 
Bermondsey-street,  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  inst.,  when  I 
hope  to  see  every  society  on  the  list  represented. — 
A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  the  5th  inst.,  with  the  following 
result :  Mr.  W.  Windred,  roach  and  a  fine  jack,  weight, 
91b.  9oz. ;  J.  Steer,  roach  and  one  chub,  weight, 
21b.  ISfOz.  ;  J.  Cooper,  roach  and  dace  ;  other  members 
were  out,  but  returned  with  blanks.  The  members  of 
the  above  will  fish  a  jack  and  perch  match  in  the 
Medway  on  the  12th,  19th,  and  26th  inst.  As  soon  as 
one  prize  is  taken,  the  match  falls  through. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — Several  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  5th.  The  following  had  fish  ;  Mr.  Clegg,  roach, 
largest  fish  11b.  3oz. ;  Sailor  Brown,  roach  and  dace ; 
Mr.  Betts,  roach  ;  Mr.  Franklin,  roach.  We  had  a  fair 
meeting  on  the  7th.  After  the  principal  business  of  the 
evening  was  disposed  of  the  rest  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  harmony.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  become 
a  member  of  a  very  promising  angling  society  cannot  do 
better  than  apply  at  the  above. — H.  C. 

'Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  S.W. — The  members  of 
the  above  held  their  usual  weekly  meeting,  Mr.  Morton 
presiding.  He  said  he  would  remind  members  that  a 
sweepstake  roving,  with  two  prizes  added,  will  take 
place  on  the  12th  inst.,  at  Cookham.  The  delegate  to 
the  Central  Association  then  gave  a  report  of  the 
business  transacted  at  their  last  meeting,  which  was 
fully  discussed.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  delegate 
brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. — E.  Sutehall,  sec. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack  Tavern,  162,  St.  John-street-road, 
N. — The  annual  supper  of  this  society  was  held  on 
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Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  1,  at  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.C.,  when  a  goodly  number  of 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast 
which  reflected  great  credit  to  the  managers  of  this 
well  known  establishment.  David  Glasgow,  Esq., 
presided  as  chairman,  and  was  ably  supported  by 
U.  B.  Laddler,  Esq.,  as  vice-chairman,  and  Mr. 
J.  Crowley,  treasurer.  Mr.  C.  A.  Battson  presided 
as  piano  accompanist,  and  sang  some  good  songs 
during  the  evening.  The  members  were  also  highly 
entertained  by  the  excellent  singing  of  Messrs.  Komlosy, 
Spratt,  and  other  members.  Although  this  was  a  festive 
night,  two  members  had  been  out  with  the  rod  and  line, 
Mr.  Laddler  capturing  a  nice  pike  of  5Jlb.,  and  Mr.  W. 
Komlosy  delighted  the  members  with  two  specimen 
roach,  one  weighing  lib.  ISoz.  and  the  other  1  Jib.,  and 
others  of  smaller  size.  The  Royal  toasts  were  responded 
to  with  enthusiasm,  and  the  chairman  then  proposed 
the  principal  toast  of  the  evening,  “  Success  to  the 
AValton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association,”  eloquently 
dwelling  upon  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  be  associated 
with  such  a  happy  band  of  brother  anglers,  trusting  he 
might  be  spared  for  many  years  to  be  one  among  them. 
This  toast  had  been  responded  to  for  nearly  half  a 
century  by  the  veteran  angler,  Mr.  William  Potter, 
and  we  regretted  that  both  he  and  Mr.  H.  Hallam, 
the  oldest  member  of  the  club,  were  unable  to  be 
pre.sent  through  illness.  Their  healths  were  drunk  with 
good  cheer  and  good  wishes  for  their  speedy  reovery, 
being  feelingly  responded  to  on  their  behalf  by  Mr. 
E.  Schrader.  The  onerous  duty  of  replying  to  the 
At'alton  and  Cotton  toast  was  ably  fulfilled  b5’  Mr. 
Laddler,  vice-chairman,  who  ran  through  with  eloquent 
earnestness  the  advantages  and  progress  of  the  society 
since  he  first  had  the  honour  of  being  one  of  its  members; 
at  the  same  time  advising  us  not  to  be  exclusive,  but  in 
future  to  mingle  with  the  angling  world  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  true  and  worthy  anglers.  The  visitors’  toast 
was  then  ably  responded  to  by  Mr.  Smith.  After  the 
chairman’s,  vice-chairman’s,  treasurer’s,  and  hon. 
secretary's  toast  had  been  duly  honoured  and  responded 
to,  the  business  was  concluded,  and  the  members  and 
their  friends  had  spent  one  of  the  most  pleasant  even¬ 
ings  on  the  record  of  this  ancient  society. — H.  P.  Isaac. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park.— On  Feb.  5,  Mr.  Grace 
weighed  in  bream  Clb.  GJoz.  ;  ditto  roach,  41b.  4oz.  ;  one 
roach,  11b.  8Joz.  On  Feb.  20  our  half-yearly  supper 
takes  place  at  the  Camden  Restaurant,  High-street, 
Camden  Town,  eight  o’clock  sharp,  when  we  hope  for  a 
good  muster  of  members  and  friends.  Postponed  from 
Feb.  G. — J.  Packman. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Several  members  were  out 
on  the  5th  inst.  at  Staines,  and  although  it  was  not  a 
blank,  none  had  sufficient  to  take  a  prize,  consequently 
the  three  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  Twickenham,  half 
mile  either  side  of  the  ferry,  punt  or  bank,  on  the  12th 
inst.— Chas.  Wteb,  sec. 

Western  Fiscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavern, 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish-square,  W.— On  Jan.  29  we 
had  an  outing  to  Henley,  when  a  goodly  muster  of  our 
fishermen  assembled.  Six  prizes  were  ofi'ered  for  speci¬ 
men  fish  on  this  occasion ;  but  roach  only  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  Eider,  Scimidt,  Csomor,  and  J.  4V.  Bland. 
The  weather  was  boisterous  and  the  river  flooded.  On 
M  ednesday.  Feb.  1,  we  held  a  smoking  concert,  when 
our  old  friend  and  member.  Dr.  Nix,  of  Royal  Patronage, 
gave  us  a  little  entertainment  in  legerdemain,  his  card 
and  money  tricks  being  both  surprising  and  amusing. 
The  humorous  element  was  well  represented  by  Messrs. 
Long,  Thorne.  France  and  others,  and  the  sentimental 
songs  of  Messrs.  Dimock  and  Stratford  were  deservedly 
admired,  as  was  also  a  recitation  remarkably  delivered 
by  an  aged  gentleman,  Mr.  Frye.  After  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  had  been  accorded  our  visitors,  the  meeting 
terminated  with  “  Auld  Lang  Syne.”  On  Feb.  5  two  of 
our  members  weighed  in :  Mr.  Boyer,  nearly  31b.  roach, 
including  a  pounder,  and  Mr.  Csomor  (winning  the  day’s 
prize  with  roach  and  dace)  about  41b.,  notwithstanding 
the  high  flooded  state  of  the  river. — D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  the  .5th  inst. .  and  the  following  weighed  in  fish : — 
Mr.  F.  Horner.  31b  Joz.  of  jack  and  perch ;  Mr.  L. 
Robathan,  11b.  13oz.  of  roach ;  Mr.  E.  Lowther, 
11b.  5foz  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Simmons,  11b.  loz.  of  roach. 
Mr.  J.  Newton,  Mr.  H.  Mills,  and  Mr.  5V.  Cox  also  weighed 
in  roach.  1  hope  our  members  will  not  forget  our 
match  for  five  prizes,  in  the  Forty -guinea  water,  on  the 
12th  inst.;  all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train  same 
morning,  that  leaves  Stratford  at  7.39  a.m.  Rye  House 
the  nearest  station.  -R.  Low'ther,  sec. 

West  London  Angling  Club.  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — A  friendly  match  for  a  sweepstake  of 
23.  Gd.  a  head  is  arranged  to  take  place  on  the  12th  inst. 
Members  to  meet  at  Richmond  station  by  first  train 
for  Wraysbury.  The  last  club  match  of  the  season 
will  take  place  on  the  23rd  and  2Gth  inst.,  for  three 
prizes.  Thames  only ;  bank  or  punt.  Members  may 
start  the  day  previous,  but  not  to  fish  before  the  morning 
of  match.  Members  fishing  on  the  Thursday  must  give 
the  usual  notice  at  the  clubhouse  on  or  before  the 
morning  of  match.  Mr.  Elsmore  has  kindly  presented 
another  copy  of  Bickerdyke’s  Book  on  Angling”  for 
the  heaviest  individual  roach  over  12oz.  taken  during 
this  match.  Several  of  our  members  have  been  out 
lately,  but  have  only  been  rewarded  with  very  poor 
results.  As  our  financial  year  closes  on  quarterly  night, 
IMarch  2,  I  must  request  members  whose  subscriptions 
are  in  arrearto  forward  me  same  without  further  delay, 
to  enable  our  auditors  to  balance  the  books.— J.  J. 
HrNTEE,  hon.  sec. 
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i  English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks.- One  of  the 
most  important  items  to  notice  this  week  is  the  capture 
of  a  large  dog  otter  at  the  entrance  of  the  Mole,  opposite 
to  the  well-known  water  gallery  at  Hampton  Court.  It 
was  shot  by  Robert  Whatford,  jun.,  and  measured  four 
feet  from  the  nose  to  the  tip  of  the  tail,  and  weighed 
281b.  He  has  been  on  the  watch  for  him  for  the  last 
two  months,  and  it  makes  the  third  otter  in  recent 
times  that  has  been  caught  in  the  same  place.  It  is  the 
rule  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Sooipt3'  to  give 
a  reward  of  one  guinea  for  each  otter  captured,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  captor  of  the  present  one  will 
be  entitled  to  it,  and  the  angler  with  some  satisfaction 
will  learn  of  its  capture,  although  there  are  those  living 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  who  are  opposed  to  their 
annihilation.  The  river  has  been  in  a  bad  state  for  the 
punt  anglers,  but  if  the  weather  keeps  at  all  favour¬ 
able,  the  water  will  be  in  first  class  condition 
for  jack  fishing,  and,  with  a  somewhat  limited 
time  before  them  the  anglers  should  take  every 
opportunity  or  chance  which  is  offered  to  them.  Amongst 
the  most  energetic  of  club  anglers  the  members  of  the 
New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society  keep  to  the  front  irre¬ 
spective  of  any  distance  they  may  have  to  travel.  I 
think  their  next  venture  is  to  the  district  of  Staines, 
to  fish  for  a  silver  cup  presented  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett. 
their  popular  chairman,  the  entrance  fees  being  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  on 
the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Grimmett  is  now  an  active 
member  and  a  regular  attendant.  I  think,  from  all  I 
can  learn,  the  opponents  to  the  new  bye-laws  are 
beginning  to  feel  satisfied :  the  conservators  are  re¬ 
ceiving  their  objections  in  a  right  spirit,  and  in  most 
of  their  suggested  alterations  the  board  will  give  a 
readj'  compliance.  The  Anglers’  Association,  which  is 
a  most  influential  bodj’,  have  been  bj’  deputation  before 
the  conservators,  and  in  a  lengthened  interview  were 
received  with  courtesj",  and  their  wishes  principally 
obtained.  I  was  satisfied,  from  the  feeling  the  board 
possessed  in  favour  of  the  association  as  a  large  and 
powerful  representative  influence,  their  suggestions 
would  be  favourably  entertained. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — Thames  jack  fishermen  have  just 
about  a  clear  four  weeks’  chance  of  good  sport  before 
the  close  of  the  season,  and  should  not  be  slow  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  present  very  fair  condition  of  the 
water,  which,  until  now,  for  weeks  has  been  in  execrable 
condition.  Roach  are  still  indifferent  to  the  wooing  of 
their  lovers,  but  I  did  hear,  the  other  day,  of  a  fine  take 
of  191b.  by  one  rod,  in  the  Medmenham  district.  The 
waters  from  Medmenham  Abbey  upwards  to  Magpie 
Island  are  deep,  with  a  shelving,  hard,  gravelly  bottom, 
and  here  the  above  take  was  had.  To-day  (Thursday) 
has  been  very  wet  all  up  the  Thames  valley,  but  this 
will  not  interfere  with  the  present  fair  trim  of  the 
Upner  Thames. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Satchet). — I  went  to  the  river  this  morn¬ 
ing  to  get  the  punts  ready,  and  found  the  water  getting 
into  very  fair  order  ;  if  we  have  no  very  heavy  rain,  the 
water  will  be  first  class  in  a  day  or  so.  Raining  as  I 
write,  worst  luck. — G.  Lumsden." 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne 
writes  ;  “The  water  has  been  very  high  and  thick,  but  it 
began  to  fall  on  Monday  to  the  extent  of  four  inches, 
and  with  the  weirs  all  open  and  a  very  heavy  stream,  I 
should  think  the  river  will  be  in  good  condition  for 
fishing  b3'-  the  end  of  the  week.” 

Thames  (Monkey  Island).— Owing  to  the  fine 
morning  several  bank  anglers  came  down  on  the  .5th 
inst.,  and  most  of  them  had  takes  of  roach  and  chub. 
Mr.  Windred,  out  with  E.  Plummer,  jun.,  got  a  splendid 
jack  just  upon  101b.,  also  between  31b.  or  41b.  of  good 
roach.  The  water  is  now  clearing  down  very  nicely,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days  will  be  in  good  fishing  order. 
Two  nice  jack  were  taken  last  Thursday  from  the  bank 
in  Queen’s  Deep  with  paternoster  with  live  dace  in  an 
edd3'  close  to  the  l>ank.  There  is  no  doubt  that  is  the 
place  in  thick  water  to  find  the  fish. — R.  Plummer,  sen. 

Thames  (Staines).  —  John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day 
with  Mr.  Menear,  20lb.  of  good  roach ;  another  day 
with  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Mackrell,  181b.  of  fine  roach  ; 
and  another  da3'  with  Mr.  Thorpe,  251b.  of  good  roach 
and  two  chub. 

Thames  (Suubury). — Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  Sons, 
during  the  w'eek,  twenty  brace  of  perch,  one  brace  of 
jack,  and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  some  of  the 
roach  being  ver3-  fine  ones.  One  of  the  bank  anglers 
caught  a  jack  of  41b.,  and  this  class  of  sportsmen  have 
been  doing  very  well  with  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Teddin^ton). — W.  McBride,  in  one  day, 
one  brace  of  jack.  Tne  bank  anglers  have  had  good 
sport  in  roach  and  dace  fishing. 

Thames  (Thames  Ditton).— The  bank  anglers 
have  been  getting  a  large  quantit3’  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  the  water  is  reported  to  be  going  down  nicely. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  in  one  day, 
two  and  a  half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ;  A.  Hammerton, 
in  two  days,  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ;  Pert 
Hammerton,  in  one  day.  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; 
Richard  Moffatt,  241b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  two  bream  ; 
John  Spang,  in  five  days,  501b.  of  roach  and  dace  and 
seven  good  bream. 

Thames  CWindsor). — Though  recently  we  have 
been  favoured  with  beautiful  spring  weather  the  river 
here  at  time  of  writing  is  bank  full  and  much  discoloured. 
Some  very  good  roach  are  taken,  but  other  branches  of 
the  art  have  received  very  little  attention.  Should  rain 


I  keep  off,  the  water  will  be  fishable  by  time  this  is  in 
print  for  jack,  and  by  the  13th  should  be  perfect  for 
both  chub  and  jack,  also  roach.  The  Royal  Windsor 
and  District  Piscatorial  Society  held  their  annual 
smoking  concert  on  the  7th  inst.,  at  the  society’s 
rendezvous,  the  New  Inn,  Eton,  when  about  fift3' 
assembled  to  listen  to  a  very  interesting  vocal  and 
instrumental  programme  arranged  by  the  energetic 
secretary  of  the  club,  Mr.  Cecil  Hewlett,  of  Eton. — B.  P. 
Bambridge. 

Anckolme  District.  —  The  weather  is  now  very 
suitable  for  pike  fishing,  and  the  water,  which  was 
much  discoloured,  is  now  fining  down  nicel3'.  Mr. 
Meanwell,  jun.,  of  Caistor,  had  two  or  three  decent 
pike  and  twent3'  fine  roach  at  the  end  of  last  week 
from  the  Ancholme.  On  Friday  lost  the  new  club  at 
Market  Easen  put  2.50  fine  yearling  trout  from  the 
Manor  fishery  in  the  Rase.  A  code  of  rules  have  been 
drawn  up,  and  the  opening  day  for  trout  is  March  15. 
This  is  quite  early  enough  for  this  locality,  as  I  saw 
this  week  some  trout  on  the  spawning  beds,  and  caught 
two  for  examination.  Both  were  full  of  eggs.  I  let 
them  go  again  after  inspection. — Thomas  Ford, 

Brandon  Ouse. — This  fine  river  for  roach,  dace,  and 
perch  is  now  run  off  into  very  fair  condition.  You  can 
get  at  most  all  the  swims  ;  water  a  good  colour,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  middle  of  day  fish  feed  fairly  well.  I  advise  all 
anglers  who  feel  inclined  to  try  it  to  wire  or  write  to  Mr. 
Ralph,  Ram  Hotel,'Brandon,aday  or  two  before  coming, 
in  order  to  prevent  disappointment  after  a  long  journey. 
— William  Howlett. 

Cam. — Ely  and  district  have  had  an  awful  lot  of 
flooding  again  ;  still  anglers  are  busy  along  on  the  washes 
on  the  banks,  and  several  good  lots  cf  roach  and  perch 
were  taken  this  day.  If  we  get  no  more  rain,  and  a  few 
warm  days,  fishing  will  be  good. — William  Howlett. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  discoloured;  but 
little  attempted  as  yet ;  trout  have  not  done  spawning 
altogether.  If  present  weather  holds,  they  should  be  in 
condition  in  a  week  or  two. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  is  nowin  first- 
class  condition,  and  weather  quite  springlike,  so  that 
angling  is  once  more  a  pleasurable  pursuit.  Pike,  as  I 
expected,  have  run  somewhat  freer  since  the  freshet,  but 
nothing  of  any  size  has  been  taken  in  our  home  waters. 
The  best  specimen  was  taken  in  the  Greedy,  opposite 
Colonel  Wyatt  Edgell’s  residence,  being  a  handsome 
female  fish  of  7|lb.  It  was  killed  on  the  spoon  bait.  Mr. 
T.  Lee  has  secured  a  fish  or  two  in  the  Ex  wick  reach,  but 
nothing,  I  believe,  over  41b.  Mr.  Pidsley  has  also  had  two 
or  three  small  ones  from  the  Guard's  Gardens  and  Cowle3' 
Backwater,  and  Mr.  Roberts  one  of  3flb.  from  the  Cowley 
neighbourhood.  Dingle’s  backwater  has  also  turned 
out  a  few,  but  all  of  the  small  order.  Messrs.  Edwards 
and  Jackman  paid  another  visit  to  the  Tiverton  canal 
on  Thursday  last,  and.  after  their  previous  misadven¬ 
tures,  were  gratified  to  find  it  in  liquid  condition.  The3' 
killed  six  fish,  the  largest  weighing  5Jlb.  From  this 
same  water  Mr.  Ernest  Drewitt  takes  “championship 
honours  ”  for  the  week  with  a  grand  specimen  of  21  jib. 
This  makes  veteran  No.  2  for  the  present  season,  the 
last,  weighing  221b.,  falling  to  the  rod  of  a  Tiverton 
angler.  Salmon  fishing  in  the  Exe  commences  on  the 
1st  prox.  ;  a  very  fair  number  of  fish  have  gone  up 
during  the  recent  freshet,  and  if  we  are  fortunate  enough 
to  get  another  water  down  before  the  end  of  the  month, 
some  good  business  will  be  done,  no  doubt,  on  the  opening 
day. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Corou  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— Last  Satur¬ 
day,  by  kind  permission,  a  part3'  of  eight  guns  had  a 
day’s  shooting  among  the  coots  on  this  lake.  The3'  had 
been  unmolested  for  years,  and  had  increased  accord- 
ingl3-,  and  no  doubt  were  detrimental  to  fishing,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  spawning  season.  However,  after  the 
furious  fusillading,  between  the  killed  and  wounded,  a 
considerable  reduction  was  made  in  their  ranks.  Being 
in  one  of  the  boats  after  these  binls,  I  noticed  the  rise 
of  several  good  trout,  late  in  the  afternoon,  at  the 
Orange  Dun  presumably.  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Dwyran,  who 
was  fishing  from  the  shore,  had  caught  three  and  had 
several  good  rises.  His  flies  for  this  time  of  the  year 
were  undoubtedl3'  too  large.  Mr.  Griffith  Fycock  had 
two,  one  Alb.  the  other  jlb.  The  lake  is  very  high, 
and  the  water  slightly  discoloured.  The  weather  for 
this  time  of  the  year  is  very  mild,  in  fact,  it  is  too  good 
to  last  long.  When  the  fish  are  properl3'  on,  then  comes 
the  east  wind,  with  ice,  snow,  and  sleet,  to  spoil  the 
sport.  At  least,  that  is  the  general  record  of  the  3’ears. 

Lark — Roach  and  dace  are  feeding  fairly  well  in 
“this  stream.”  I  had  a  try  myself  this  day  (8th)  and 
took  a  nice  lot,  bat  the  wind  was  so  strong  it  was  real 
hard  work.  Water  a  good  colour  and  not  too  high.  A 
few  good  fish  taken  near  Mildenhall  and  West  Row. — 
William  Howlett. 

Lea  and  Stort. — On  the  Sth  inst,.  at  Waltham 
Abbey,  only  a  few  fish  were  taken  ;  in  the  open  com¬ 
petition  only  the  first  prize  was  taken  —  a  handsome 
album — which  was  secured  by  Mr.  W.  Bramle3',  of  the 
Stepney  Brothers  Angling  Society,  with  a  roach  of  4Joz. 
The  remaining  prizes,  including  all  entran  ce  monies,  are 
to  be  fished  for  on  the  same  conditions  on  Feb.  19.  The 
local  club,  the  Waltham  Brothers,  had  a  roving  contest ; 
here,  again,  only  one  prize  was  taken— by  Mr.  J. 
Lipwood,  with  two  roach  weighing  14Joz.  .  Mr.  Jacobs, 
a  tradesman  of  Waltham  town,  had  a  nice  jack  of  lib. 

I  saw  a  dish  of  roach  which  had  been  taken  the  iirevious 
day  by  Mr.  C.  Saville,  the  largest  ones  scaling  13oz., 
12joz.,  and  8oz. ;  to'al,  31b.  lOJoz.  Some  of  the 
Edmonton  and  Tottenham  members  had  fish  ;  Mr.  J. 
Hadkiss.  the  seeretar3-,  had  eight  good  roach,  the  best 
one  weighing  12Joz.  ;  another  member  had  two  nice 
perch.  The  club  expect  to  turn  out  in  force  on  the  12th 
to  fish  for  several  valuable  prizes. — Spliced  Joint. 
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Iioddou  (Earley). — River  in  very  good  condition, 

and  some  sport  has  been  had  this  last  few  days,  with  good 
takes  of  roach,  chub,  and  jack.  Should  the  weather  still 
continue  as  mild  as  at  present  there  ought  to  be  plenty  of 
sport  had. — J.  E.  Gould. 

ZiTigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  been  visited  with  more  rain,  and  the 
water  has  been  quite  out  of  fishing  order.  It  is  now 
going  down  and  should  be  in  fishing  order  by  Saturday. 
Bottom  fishing  will  prove  the  most  successful.  Anglers 
have  been  scarce  on  the  banks,  and  little  will  be  done 
until  trout  fishing  begins,  when  good  sport  is  looked 
forward  to.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order.  Nothing 
done  in  it. — G Wynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Although  sufficiently  clear,  these  rivers  are  yet  too  high, 
and  sink  but  very  slowly.  Should  the  weather  keep 
fairly  fine,  there  may  be  a  chance  with  sink  and  draw, 
worm  or  maggot,  the  beginning  of  coming  week.  Gray- 
ling  are  very  forward  for  spawning,  whilst  trout  are 
gaining  condition  fast.  The  season  for  the  latter  opens 
March  2. — R.  T.  'Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — The  water  is  still  running 
very  thick,  but  the  bream  fishers  have  been  having 
good  sport.  Cannot  hear  of  any  pike  being  taken.  If 
the  w'ater  should  clear,  pike  would  feed  well.  —  W. 
Shrubsole. 

Ouse  and  Derwent  (Yorks).— Several  nice  catches 
•of  roach  and  dace  have  been  made,  both  in  the  Ouse  and 
Derwent,  during  the  past  few  days.  Messrs.  Parker  and 
\\  alton  have  shown  some  very  fine  samples.  Pike  fisher¬ 
men  are  having  fairly  good  sport  in  the  Derwent  and 
Pocklington  Canal  waters,  but  nothing  has  been  taken 
of  any  size  worth  recording. — Ronald. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  time  this  is  in  print  the 
backwaters  will  be  in  fishing  order,  but  I  don’t  think  the 
river  will  be  for  a  few  more  days  if  we  don’t  have  any 
heavy  rains  to  spoil  it.  The  jack  have  had  a  long  rest— 
■or  rather  the  fisherman— but,  as  soon  as  the  water  is  in 
trim,  sport  ought  to  be  good,  for  nothing  important  has 
been  done  since  Christmas  when  the  water  was  in  order, 
then  frost  set  in,  followed  by  floods.  The  locals  have 
been  roaohing  in  the  eddies  and  have  taken  some  good 
fish.  One  local  took  a  fine  roach  on  the  7th,  weighing 
21b.  2Joz.,  and  good  jack  ought  to  be  taken  at  this  time 
of  the  season.  No  time  should  be  lost,  as  the  eeason  is 
drawing  to  an  end. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (OiFord). — Water  is  now  in  good  condition 
for  jack  fishing,  and,  as  it  has  only  been  fished  tw'o  or 
three  days  for  jack  this  season,  I  think,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport. — Collins. 

Penzance,  Cornwall.— Mullet  are  showing  up  in 
the  bay,  and  our  boats  are  ready  to  start  for  Plymouth 
for  the  spring  mackerel  fishing. 

Scarborough.— Sea  Fishing.— Some  good-sized 
rook  cod  have  been  taken  by  boat  anglers  during  the 
past  week.  Haddock  appear  to  have  left  the  bay.  Billet 
and  fiat  fish  are  scarce,  but  a  good  number  of  rock  fish 
have  been  hooked  a  few  miles  south  of  Scarborough. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Pike  fi.shers  have  had 
abundant  opportunities  of  sport  during  the  week,  and 
the  streams  could  not  be  in  better  condition  for  the 
live  bait.  Several  good  fish  have  been  taken,  including 
two  pike  of  121b.  and  81b.  respectively,  captured  at 
Shrawardine,  by  Littlehales.  Bottom  fishers  should 
have  a  good  time  during  the  next  week  or  so  — 
PiSCATOR. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  rain  last  week  fortunately  ceased  in  time 
to  prevent  a  serious  flood,  but  all  these  rivers  became 
much  swollen,  especially  the  Tanat,  which  was  greatly 
flooded  near  its  junction  with  the  Vyrnwy.  At  present 
little  is  doing  in  the  way  of  angling,  as  the  rivers  have 
not  yet  recovered  their  proper  level  and  condition,  but 
they  will  do  so  in  a  very  few  days,  unless  we  have  more 
rain,  which  appears  rather  probable,  as  the  weather  is 
now  unsettled. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures). — The  water  is  in  prime  order,  and 
the  roach  have  been  biting  freely.  On  Wednesday  some 
splendid  takes  were  had,  Mr.  Bainbridge  heading  the 
ist  with  231b.  of  good  fish. — Goosequill. 

Sussex  Rivers.— The  recent  mild  weather  has  had 
a  beneficial  effect  on  piscatorial  operations.  Rivers 
have  fined  down,  and  fish  are  feeding  much  better,  yet 
seldom  have  I  seen  so  few  anglers  on  the  bank  side. 
Reports  from  the  Arun  are  meagre,  a  tew  bream  and 
roach  and  a  small  pike  from  the  Pulborough  district,  and 
from  the  Blackrabbit  a  few  good  roach.  Pike  have  been 
taken  from  the  Eother,  near  Selham,  and  paternoster- 
iDg  with  gudgeon  has  proved  the  most  successful ;  SJlb. 

IS  the  heaviest  fish  notified,  and  I  hear  that  a  few  fish 
have  been  taken  near  Pittleworth.  The  Ouse  has  bean 
better  patronised,  and  some  good  roach  and  chub  are 
notified  me  from  the  upper  water.  Bream  are  feeding 
better  at  Chichester  Canal,  but  the  heavy'  fish  of  a  few 
Jasons  past  seem  to  fight  shy.  The  accident  to  Mr. 
Percy  Mary'on  Wilson,  of  Searles  Fletching,  which  we 
recorded  a  fortnight  since,  has,  we  regret  to  hear,  proved 
fatal.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North,  Devon). — The  rivers  are  high  and 
getting  higher.  Some  few  gentlemen  were  about  this 
week ;  one  got  three  dozen  last  week  on  the  Cutclip’s 
R-  sot  twenty  one  day  and  seventeen  another ; 
Mr.  Finch  took  two  brace  after  toiling  all  day;  your 
■correspondent  took  two  dozen  in  the  warm  part  of  the 
^y.  and  the  fish  were  in  remarkably  good  condition. 
iJoes  any  reader  know  of  the  address  of  a  Mr.  Daniel, 
who  once  lived  at  Tiverton,  North  Devon,  kindly  send  it 
‘“the  editor  for  me.— Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  very  high  and  muddy,  owing  to  the  heavy  fall 
01  ram  at  the  end  of  last  week,  but  it  has  run  off 
quickly,  and  is  now  getting  into  good  order  for  fishing. 


The  weather  has  been  mild  and  suitable  for  anglers  to 
got  out,  but  little  fishing  has  been  done.  The  fish  have 
been  on  the  feed.  Pike  are  moving  well.  The  best 
baits  at  present  are  the  maggot  and  grasshopper.  Gray¬ 
ling  are  very  quiet,  and  little  has  been  done  with  them 
for  some  time.  Sport  will  be  dull  until  the  trout  come 
in  on  March  2,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good 
season,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  water.  The 
Oay,^  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyohe  are  all  in  fair  order. 
No  fishing  done  in  them.  Prospects  for  trout  in  the 
Corve,  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  dictrict  was 
just  getting  into  nice  order,  when  a  heavy  fall  of  rain 
caused  the  river  to  rise.  It  is  now  going  down,  and  the 
weather  has  been  fine  and  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out; 
and  sport  with  the  maggot  and  grasshopper  should  be 
had  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Angling  has  been  very 
quiet  of  late.  The  Red  Kyre  and  Ledwyche  are  quiet. 
— 'Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— Mr.  Doe  took  fifteen 
trout  with  the  fly  on  Tuesday  last,  and  put  back  a  lot  of 
small  ones.  He  also  landed  a  salmon  with  a  trout  fly.  I 
dressed  his  cast  with  three  flies— Red,  Blue,  and  Brown. 
We  have  had  a  quantity  of  rain  since,  and  a  mild  rain 
is  falling.  At  present  this  keeps  the  river  very  full,  and 
will  bring  up  a  lot  of  salmon. — Practical  Angler. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  mild  genial  weather  the  past 
fortnight  has  brought  the  fly  out  on  the  water,  and  trout 
have  been  noticed  to  take  them  freely.  The  season  for 
trout  angling  opens  on  Wednesday,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  good  sport  will  be  had.  Several 
floods,  not  of  very  large  dimensions,  have  taken  place, 
and  these  have  removed  vast  numbers  of  kelts  to  the 
sea. 

Welland  (Lincolnshire).— The  ice  king  has  almost 
entirely  left  this  river,  and  pike  fishing  is  once  more 
being  resumed  all  along  the  stream.  This  river  and  the 
Guash  were,  some  few  months  ago,  regularly  swarmed 
with  otters,  but  the  cold  weather  we  have  experienced 
this  winter  has  evidently  had  the  effect  of  keeping 
them  from  the  fish.  There  can  be  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
but  what  otters  as  a  rule  consume,  or,  I  should  say 
destroy,  quite  their  own  weight  in  fish  pretty  well  every 
day,  and  one  only  had  to  take  a  walk  along  this  river 
for  a  mile  or  two  last  summer  to  see  the  great  damage 
which  was  being  done  to  the  roach  and  other  members 
of  the  finny  tribe.  The  other  w-eek  a  fine  specimen,  appa¬ 
rently  driven  from  its  usual  haunts  by  the  weather, 
made  its  way  into  the  centre  of  Bungay  Park,  and  soon 
began  to  explore  Lord  Exeter’s  trout  breeding  ponds, 
which  are  situated  there,  and  which  contain  some  grand 
trout.  Master  Otter,  fortunately,  was  detected  in  the 
very  act  of  plundering  the  stream,  by  Mr.  Silk,  the 
eminent  pisciculturist,  and  its  unlawful  proceedings 
were  quickly  brought  to  an  end.  It  was  found  to  be 
3  feet  5  inches  in  length.  An  excellent  specimen  of  the 
bittern  (Botaurus  stellaris)  has  recently  been  captured 
in  Grimsthorpe  Park,  Lines.  ;  this  bird,  which  was  once 
very  often  met  with  in  the  Fens  of  Lincolnshire,  is  now 
exceedingly  rare. — J.  E.  W. 

Yare  (Norwich).— Owing  to  the  long-continued 
severe  frosts  which  set  in  the  day  before  Christmas,  my 
chances  of  sending  any  fishing  items  were  rendered  nil 
until  last  week,  when  my  contribution  was  late,  so  I  will 
somewhat  repeat,  by  telling  your  readers  that  the  past 
fortnight  has  brought  a  complete  change.  The  first  days 
of  last  week  were  warm  and  springlike,  and  the  ice 
rapidly  disappeared,  so  that  once  again  our  ice-bound 
rivers  and  broads  were  open,  and  the  skater  found  no 
resting  place  for  his  steel  runner,  and  our  trim-built 
wherries,  &c.,  were  enabled  to  navigate,  whilst  anglers 
all  rejoice  that  better  prospects  have  come  for  their  par¬ 
ticular  recreation.  A  few  wind  frosts  have  occurred  at 
night,  but  vanished  early  in  the  morning,  and  this  week 
a  deal  of  rain  has  fallen,  but  I  think  that  will  do  good  to 
all  our  waters,  which  should  be  getting  into  good  condi¬ 
tion  for  jack  fishing.  The  time  left  is  very  short,  so 
good  use  must  be  made  of  any  leaves  obtained,  and  I 
trust  before  our  close  time  for  this  fish,  to  be  able  to 
report  numerous  captures  of  some  mature  and  portly 
dames  and  gents,  whose  appetites  have  at  last  led  to 
supplying  food  or  decorating  some  club  room — a  ghost 
of  their  former  lively  selves.  Some  good  bream  have 
been  caught  in  the  vicinity  of  Thorpe,  near  Norwich, 
and  some  good  roach  on  the  tVensum  (six  fish  weighed 
upwards  of  81b  ). — Robert  Moll. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Burnham  Hotel  (Dunkeld).— On  Friday,  Feb.  3, 
Admiral  Walker  landed  a  splendid  salmon,  181b.,  on 
Murthly  water,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Douglas  one  on  Stenton, 
20Jlb.  On  Monday,  Feb.  C,  Admiral  Walker,  one  sal¬ 
mon  weighing  241b.  on  Murthly,  and  Mr.  Henry  Douglas 
caught  one  salmon,  221b.,  on  Stenton. 

Dee,  Don,  &c. — Everything  portends  a  most  auspi¬ 
cious  opening  of  the  angling  season  on  the  Dee, 
Don,  and  other  Northern  rivers  to-day,  Saturday,  the 
11th.  Finer  running  waters  have  not  been  experienced 
for  many  years  back  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and, 
although  fish  may  not  be  found  as  plentifully  as  could 
be  desired  far  inland,  owing  to  the  late  protracted  spell 
of  frost,  yet  on  the  middle  and  lower  sections  the  pools 
will  be  well  stocked.  There  is  already  a  good  head  of 
fish  in  the  Dee,  and  daily  this  is  being  aug¬ 
mented.  The  prospects  on  the  whole  are  most 
encouraging,  and,  unless  the  weather  takes  an 
unlooked  for  turn  for  the  worse,  good  sport 
may  confidently  be  anticipated  on  the  opening  days. 
For  the  past  eight  or  ten  days  the  spawning  beds  on  the 
middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee  have  been  again 
fully  occupied  with  the  late  fish,  whose  operations  were 
either  prevented  or  cut  short  by  the  long  protracted 


spell  of  frost  which  set  in  .vith  the  advent  of  December. 

R8,rper,  keeper.  Dee,  counted  ten  pairs  of  spawners, 
all  heavy  fish,  one  day  last  week,  all  within  fifty  yards 
of  each  other.  The  same  late  spawning  has  not  been 
observed  since  1881.  The  weather  and  water  are 
especially  favourable  for  spawning  operations,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days  now',  these  will  have  been 
successfully'  completed.  Mr.  Bristowe  will  fish  the 
Invercauld  Arms  Dee  water  during  February  and 
March ;  Lord  D’Arcy  Osborne,  the  Cambus  O’Mav 
water;  Sir  William  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  friends, 
the  Glen  stretches;  Mr.  Sandison.  the  Aboyne  and 
Upper  Dess  water;  Capt.  D.  F.  Davidson,  the  Lower 
Dess ;  Mr.  Lamond,  the  Kincardine  Lodge  section  • 
Mr.  Tenant,  the  Carlogie ;  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  the 
Ballogie  waters;  Mr.  Deverell,  the  Woodend  water; 
Mr.  T.  Turner  Farly,  the  Cairnton  section ;  Mr.  Barbour’ 
the  Inchmarlo  and  Kineskie  waters ;  Mr.  Mann,  the 
Palace  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  the  Lower  Crathes ;  Mr.  Baird, 
the  Durris  water  ;  and  Mr.  Irvine,  the  Drum  section’ 
&c.  Sir  Herbert  Lewis  and  Mr.  Wormold,  lessees 
of  the  Borrowstone  Dee  fishings,  have  also  taken  the 
Commonty  water  for  the  first  two  months  of  the 
season.  A  farm  servant  was  fined  .£1  lOs.,  including 
expenses,  or  seven  days  in  prison,  for  having  a  salmon 
spear  in  his  possession  on  Sunday  last  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Dee  ;  while  another  poacher  w'as  mulcted 
37s.  Od.  for  ta'Ring  a  foul  salmon  from  the  Don. — 
Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banflfshire).— The  opening  of  the  fishings 
on  the  Deveron  and  adjacent  sea  coast,  which  takes 
place  to-day  (Saturday),  are  fairly  encouraging,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  severe  winter.  As  it  is  some  time 
since  the  snow  had  disappeared  from  among  the  hills  in 
the  upper  district  of  the  river,  the  water  during  the  past 
week  has  considerably  fallen,  and  is  of  not  so  dark  a 
hue.  Its  temperature  has  been  very  low' ;  frost  at  times 
is  very  keen,  and  newly-run  fish  are  not  so  plentiful  on 
the  lower  sections  as  expected.  However,  the  river  is 
now  quite  clear  of  ice,  and,  with  fresh  showers  of  rain, 
prospects  will  brighten.  A  considerable  number  of  late 
fish  are  still  spawning  on  the  beds  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  river,  no  doubt  many  of  whom  will  be  captured  with 
the  nets.  The  heavy  spates  in  the  winter  quite  cleared  the 
river  of  any'  debris  that  had  lodged  during  the  summer  in 
its  course  ;  and  the  newly-spaw'ned  fish  had  no  obstacle, 
except  lice  for  a  short  time,  in  preventing  them  from 
reaching  the  sea.  Report  has  it  that  fish  are  numerous 
at  the  entrance  to  the  river,  but  as  the  water  is  rather 
shallow  on  the  river  betw'een  the  estuary  and  the  deeper 
pools,  there  will  be  little  upward  migration  until  there 
is  a  spate.  Fish  are  reported  to  be  clean  and  healthy, 
and,  unless  disease  breaks  out  among  the  older  fish,  so 
late  in  spawning,  the  number  of  dead  fish  taken  from 
the  river  this  year  will  be  very  small  compared  with 
previous  seasons. — H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— The  past  w'eek's  angling 
here,  I  opine,  has  pretty  plainly  demonstrated  the  truth 
of  my  opinion  that  very  few'  salmon  had  gone  up  this 
river,  either  in  the  months  of  December  or  January'. 
Ever  since  this  water  w'as  opened  for  salmon  angling  on 
Jan.  11,  instead  of  Feb.  11,  the  sport  obtained  in  the 
former  month  has  been  unworthy  of  the  name,  while 
that  obtained  in  the  early  days  of  February  could  only 
be  described  as  poor,  so  that  in  altering ‘the  day'  of 
opening,  and  thereby  closing  the  river  a  month  earlier, 
sportsmen  have  evidently  lost  more  than  they  are  likely 
to  gain  by  the  change.  Doubtless,  as  I  attempted  to 
explain  in  previous  notes,  the  long  spell  of  severe 
weather  has  something  to  do  with  the  matter,  but  it  has 
not  all  to  do  with  it.  For  a  number  of  year.s  long  ago 
this  river  was  open  to  anglers  on  the  date  it  is  now,  but 
as  time  rolled  on,  it  became  clear  to  the  then  lessees 
that  the  date  was  too  early,  and  it  w'as  changed 
to  Feb.  11,  at  which  date  it  remained  for  a  long  time, 
until  three  years  ago,  when  the  present  date  was  fixed 
once  more,  and  that  it  has  done  no  good,  must  now'  be 
clear  to  all  those  interested.  The  w'eek’s  record  is  a 
poor  one,  but  I  give  it  in  detail  for  obvious  reasons  on 
this  occasion.  Tuesday,  the  24th  ult.,  was  a  very  wet 
day,  but  several  boats  were  in  good  order,  but  the  three 
anglers  out  got  nothing.  'Wednesday'  w'as  a  fair  angling 
day,  and  of  the  three  anglers  out,  Mr.  Congreve  alone 
was  successful,  getting  a  nice  salmon  of  181b.  on  No.  4 
(Kildenar).  Thursday  was  again  wet,  and  nothing  w'as 
got  by  fair  anglers.  Friday  was  a  good  day',  but  again 
all  the  anglers  were  blank.  Saturday  was  an  excellent 
fishing  day,  and  Mr.  Richard  Rutherford  on  No.  (5  got  a 
fine  salmon  of  201b.  Monday  was  to  all  appearance  a 
good  angling  day,  but  four  anglers  failed  to  get 
a  single  fish.  Tuesday'  was  the  finest  day'  of  the 
season,  but  up  to  the  closing  of  my  report  I  have  only' 
heard  of  one  capture,  and,  if  this  be  so,  this  leaves  the 
number  of  salmon  got  in  January'  four,  being  the  same 
number  as  was  got  in  1892.  Some  trout  fishers  have 
been  out  and  are  getting  a  fe'w  brown  trout,  some  of 
which  are  in  fair  condition.  Sea  fishing  has  improved,  a 
good  many'  herrings  of  excellent  quality  having  been 
landed  last  week. — S.  C. 

Kenmore  (Locli.Tay).— Feb.  2,  Mr.  Aitkin,  Letter- 
allan  caught  a  salmon,  341b. ;  3rd,  on  the  reserved 
water,  Robson,  the  keeper,  caught  a  salmon,  171b. ;  4th, 
on  the  hotel  water,  Blr.  Knight  caught  two  salmon, 
weight  251b.  and  241b. ;  0th,  on  the  reserved  water,  Mr. 
Minchin  caught  two  salmon,  191b.  and  101b.  ;  6th,  on 
the  hotel  water,  Mr.  Aitkin,  Letterallan,  one  salmon, 
191b.  On  Friday,  the  3rd.  on  the  River  Lyon-  Dewar, 
the  keeper,  caught  two  salmon,  271b.  and  241b. 

Spey  (Moi’ayshire). — To-day'  the  river  opens  for 
rod  and  net  fishing.  As  to  the  prospects  it  is  really 
difficult  to  predict  what  they  may  be,  as  there  are 
different  opinions  on  the  subject.  Should  the  weather 
continue  to  be  as  open  as  it  as  has  been  during  the  past 
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fortnight,  my  impression  is  that  sport  -with  the  rod  ought 
to  be  fairly  good,  as  the  water  has  been  in  first-class 
Tolume,  although  at  times  cold,  for  fish  running  up 
during  the  last  fortnight,  that  is  since  the  ice  broke  up. 
It  is  of  interest  to  note  that,  in  relieving  ice-bound 
ripe  fish,  clean  ones  were  got  among  them,  so  that 
even  then  they  must  have  been  pushing  up,  bitterly 
cold  as  the  water  must  have  been.  It  is,  however,  an 
undoubted  fact  that  the  low  temperature  of  the  Spey 
from -so  much  snow  water  running  down,  does  not  give 
its  angling  a  fair  chance  until  a  month  or  so  after  its 
opening,  because,  previous  to  then,  the  fish  are  apt  to 
lie  in  the  reaches  covered  by  the  Duke's  miles  of 
netting  ;  and  when  the  nets  go  on  the  doom  of  these 
is  sealed,  or  at  least  very  few  escape.  As  already 
stated,  fair  sport  may  be  enjoyed  should  the  weather 
here  remain  open  to  allow  a  good  head  of  fish  to  push 
forward  past  the  netting  posts,  to  the  angling  reaches 
before  the  opening  day.  It  is  most  regrettable  that 
the  success  or  failure  of  salmon  angling  on  such  a 
river  as  the  Spey  should  be  controlled  by  the  Duke’s 
netsmen,  for.  until  something  is  done  in  this  matter, 
things  must  remain  as  they  are.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  not  for  many  years  have  so  many  fish  been  seen  at 
work  on  the  spawning  beds  as  there  are  at  present. 
This  results  from  the  ripe  fish  being  kept  off  the  redds 
by  the  prolonged  frost,  and  means  trouble  for  anglers 
w'ith  the  numerous  kelts  which  will  infest  the  river  later 
than  usual.  Taken  all  over,  the  Spey  usually  fishes 
best  in  March  and  April. — J.  M. 

Tay  (Killin). — On  the  6th,  Mr.  Bayley,  two  nice 
salmon,  211b.  and  191b.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Bayley,  two, 
one  201b.,  one  191b.  Mrs.  Bayley,  on  the  6th,  one,  221b. 
On  the  8th,  Mrs.  Bayley,  one,  201b.  On  the  6th,  Mr. 
Midwood,  three  nice  salmon,  291b.,  one  231b.,  one  191b. 
On  the  7th,  one  of  231b.  On  the  8th,  one  of  181b.  On 
the  7th,  Mrs.  Midwood,  one,  241b.  Dr.  Lawton  on  the 
7th,  one,  191b.  On  the  8th,  one  of  201b.  Mr.  Ferguson 
on  the  8th.  one,  221b.  Mr.  Olapham  on  the  8th,  one  of 
241b.— H.  J.  Maiset. 

Tay  (Loch  and  River).— Although  no  fish  of 
exceptional  weight  has  been  got.  yet,  as  the  weather 
and  water  conditions  have  been  favourable,  gratifying 
sport  has  been  the  rule.  There  is  an  abundant  supply 
of  fish  in  the  loch,  and,  although  many,  from  the  ice  and 
lowness  of  the  water,  must  have  long  arrived,  they 
look  like  newly-run  fish.  The  heaviest  fish  yet  got  is 
351b.,  and  perhaps  the  most  successful  have  been 
Mrs.  Richman,  Glasgow,  who  had  over  1001b.  on 
the  first  two  days,  and  Colonel  Purdie  and  Mr. 
Purdie,  Glasgow,  who,  in  the  week  ending  Feb.  4, 
landed  twelve  salmon  of  the  aggregate  of  2251b. 
The  following  takes  have  been  made  since  our  last : 
Kiver  :  Very  good  sport  has  been  got  on  the  Birnam 
Hotel  water,  the  conditions  being  in  everyway  suitable. 
Admiral  Walker  had  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  241b.  on  the 
Murthley  stretch,  and  Mr.  Henry  Douglas,  Whitehill, 
two  beaiitiful  fish  of  211b.  and  221b.  on  the  Stention  por¬ 
tion.  Rei^erve  water. — Mr.  Bayley,  two  of  211b.  and  191b.; 
Mrs.  Bayley,  one  of  211b.  ;  Dr.  Ritchie  Dickson,  two  of 
181b.  and  241b.,-  Mr.  Michin,  two  of  161b.  and  191b.  ;  Mr. 
Midwood,  three  very  nice  salmon  of  291b.,  231b.,  and 
191b.  -.  Mr.  Aitken,  Letterallan,  one  of  191b.,  and  five  fish 
of  -341b. ;  Mr.  Robson,  keeper,  a  new  run  fish  of  261b. 
Kenmore  Hotel  Water :  Mr.  Knight,  two  nice  new  run 
fish  of  241b.  and  251b.  Lochay  Hotel  Water:  Mr.  W.  P. 
Dunlop,  Sydney,  had  a  salmon  of  181b.,  and  Mr.  Claude 
Hamilton,  of  Ayr,  three  beauties  of  281b.,  261b.,  and201b. ; 
Col.  Purdie,  two  of  181b.  and  211b.:  and  Mr.  Purdie, 
seven  of  291b.,  221b.,  211b.,  two  of  201b.,  191b.,  and  161b. 

Tay  (Perth). — The  river  has  been  too  high  and 
unsettled  to  ensure  good  sport ;  had  it  kept  steadier 
better  sport  would  have  been  got,  as  fish  are  plentiful. 
On  Stobhall  water.  Col.  Egerton  killed  a  fish  of  16^16.  on 
Wednesday,  and  two  on  Monday,  201b.  and  181b.  Major 
Dundas  and  Mr.  Kinloch  killed  a  small  fish  on  Bertha 
water.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Panton  killed  one  of  161b.  on 
Meikleonr  water  ;  and  Col.  Legh  killed  two  on  Stobhall. 
Admiral  Walker  had  one  of  181b.  on  the  Birnam  Hotel 
water,  and  one  on  Monday,  241b.  Three  fish  were  got 
on  the  Burnmouth  water  on  Friday,  and  Mr.  McIntosh, 
the  keeper,  had  six  on  Taymount  water.  Mr.  Reid  had 
one  of  261b.  on  Stanley  water,  and  Mr.  D.  Douglas,  one 
of  211b.  on  the  Bieman  Hotel  water,  and  one  on  Monday 
221b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Fenton  had  one  of  181b.,  on 
Stobhall  ;  and  Col.  San  deman  one  of  251b.,  on  Stanley 
water.  On  Monday,  Dr.  Fitt,  London,  fished  the 
Luncartj'  water,  and  killed  a  fish  of  201b.  Mr.  McIntosh 
killed  two,  201b.  each,  on  Taymount,  and  one  of  201b. 
was  got  on  Burnmouth.  (In  Barehill  water,  Mr.  J.  Sher¬ 
wood,  Liverpool,  killed  one,  201b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Pearce,  Cardiff,  killed  one  of  101b.  on  Burnmouth. 

Tweed. — The  fresh  still  continues,  for  which  we  on 
Tweedside  are  thankful,  and  once  more  the  bonny 
Tweed  rolls  on  in  all  its  beauty  to  the  sea.  The  thaw, 
which  came  on  somewhat  gradually,  culminated  in  the 
ice — which  had  bound  the  river  so  long — breaking  up  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week,  and  now  neither  is  to  be  seen 
wherewith  to  tell  the  tale  of  the  merry  hours  spent  by 
both  curlers  and  skaters  on  the  frozen  waters.  It  does 
not  seem  as  if  any  great  amount  of  injury  has  been  done 
to  the  breeding  grounds  in  the  river,  at  least  in  the 
Kelso  district.  No  doubt,  however,  damage  to  a  certain 
extent  must  have  occurred  to  both  spawning  beds  and 
fish  by  the  late  severe  weather,  as  in  many  of  the 
shallower  parts  the  ice  was  ground  frozen,  and  this  of 
itself  cannot  but  have  done  much  mischief  to  the  ova 
of  the  earlier  spawned  out  salmon.  Had  the 
fresh  come  all  of  a  sudden,  the  destruction  to 
the  breeding  grounds  and  to  the  breeding  fish  would  have 
been  tremendous,  as  the  broken  blocks  of  ice  would  have 
tom  up  the  ova  beds  in  a  most  destructive  manner  ;  on 
the  whole,  however,  the  ice  was  lifted  very  clearly  by  the 


rising  waters,  and  lessees  and  proprietors  of  salmon 
angling  waters  have  therefore  much  to  be  thankful  for. 
Spawning  proceeds  apace,  and  hundreds  of  fish  are  busy 
depositing  their  ova  in  all  the  various  districts  of  the 
river.  At  Kelso  Bridge,  since  Friday  week,  great 
numbers  of  spawners  were  to  be  seen  hard  at  work, 
while  the  number  of  fish  that  were  seen  “  shooting  the 
cauld  at  the  “  Back  Bullers  ”  on  Sunday  was  something 
incredible —nearly  all  seemingly  bent  on  making  their 
way  to  the  upper  spawning  grounds.  A  good  many 
clean-run  fish  were  also  observed;  and  as  several  were 
got  in  the  nets  w-hen  the  recent  operations  were  going 
on  for  acquiring  the  ova  for  foreign  exportation, 
anglers  are  therefore  in  expectation  of  a  pull  or  two  once 
the  angling  season  sets  in.  Although  several  fish  have 
been  observed  with  marks  of  the  fungoid  disease  on 
them,  it  is  said  that  the  pestilence  is  not  at  present  very 
virulent.  I  have  it,  only  on  hearsay,  however,  that  the 
poachers  in  the  vicinity  of  Kelso  have  been  “  in  it  ” 
recently,  a  very  large  haul  having,  it  is  rumoured,  been 
made  between  Sunday  night  and  Monday  morning.  And, 
again,  it  is  whispered  that  one  extraordinarily  large  fish 
— about  601b.  or  thereaway — had  fallen  a  prey  to  these 
river  depredators.  The  above  may  or  may  not  be  true, 
but  that  poaching  does  exist  cannot  be  doubted.  A 
rattling  good  flood  would  be  of  much  benefit  just  now, 
as  it  would  cause  a  run  of  clean  spring  fish,  and  also 
allow  of  those  spawned  out  to  proceed  to  the  sea,  there 
to  recuperate,  and  thence  again  return  to  the  river. 
Until  Wednesday  last  this  river  has  been  running  at  a 
very  low  ebb,  but  heavy  rain  on  Tuesday  night  brought 
about  a  much-needed  change,  and  the  Tweedometer  at 
Kelso  Bridge,  on  Wednesday,  registered  two  feet  of 
flood  water.  During  the  past  three  weeks  the  amount 
of  spawning  salmon  on  the  redds  on  all  parts  of  the 
river  has  been  something  enormous,  while  in  the  Kelso 
district  it  has  been  quite  unprecedented.  After  the 
break-up  of  the  ice  on  the  river,  the  fish  came  to  the 
upper  reaches  in  shoals,  and  as  long  as  there  was  water 
enough  to  carry  them  over  the  caulds,  they  forged  ahead 
to  the  upper  and  higher  districts,  and  it  therefore 
stands  to  reason  that  the  river,  from  top  to  bottom 
where  there  is  any  spawning  ground  at  all — must  have 
received  a  very  grand  supply  of  spawning  fish  this 
season.  The  season,  too,  has  been  a  wonderfully  good 
one  for  the  laying  down  of  the  ova,  and  one  most  remark¬ 
able  feature  regarding  the  breeding  fish,  has  been  their 
large  size — fish  computed  to  be  of  from  301b.  up  to  401b., 
and  even  heavier,  having,  it  is  said,  been  seen  running 
the  various  caulds  in  many  parts  of  the  river.  As  can 
be  well  imagined,  the  poaching  fraternity  have  not  been 
idle,  and  large  hauls  of  spawned-out  and  spawning  fish 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  “  cleek,”  or  other  illegal 
instrument.  Since  the  opening  of  the  rod  angling 
season  on  the  1st.,  the  conditions  have  not  been  favour¬ 
able  for  angling  purposes,  and  the  above-mentioned 
flood,  which  has  come  most  opportunely,  will  have  done 
an  immense  amount  of  good,  inasmuch  as  it  will  have 
allowed  of  a  fresh  run  of  clean  fish  from  the  sea,  as  well 
as  giving  an  opportunity  of  taking  down  kelts  and 
diseased  salmon  to  the  tidal  waters,  there  again  to 
recuperate,  and  be  able  once  more  to  return  to  the  river, 
should  they  escape  the  nets.  That  there  were  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  clean  fish  in  the  river  some  time 
ago  is  well  known,  as  several  were  brought  to  shore 
during  the  netting  operations  for  ova  for  transmission 
abroad,  which  were  going  on  a  month  ago,  just  above 
Kelso  Bridge,  and  now  this  rise  cannot  but  have  been 
the  means  of  stocking,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
various  rod  angling  waters  all  over  the  river.  The 
weather  is  mild  and  genial  for  the  month,  and 
Waltonians  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  time  when  the 
weather  and  water  conditions  will  permit  of  them  again 
opening  the  campaign  for  another  season. — Maxwheel. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — The  river  is  pretty  high  and  dis¬ 
coloured.  On  the  lower  tributaries  some  pike  were  killed 
laskweek.  The  bailiffs  are  getting  more  vigilant,  but 
no  poachers  have  been  caught  this  season.  The 
Loughry  tributary — a  splendid  trout  stream,  recently 
rented  to  an  English  gentleman,  Mr.  Charles  H.  I/ennon 
wiU  soon  be  on  the  market  I  hear,  through  the  regretted 
death  of  the  late  owner  Colonel  J.  E.  C.  C.  Lindsay, 
D.G.,  and  the  fact  that  the  present  owner  will  notreside 
at  Loughry,  but  will  let  it  if  possible. 

Bundrowes.  —  The  weather  of  the  past  week  was 
very  boisterous  and  wet,  and  the  river  bank  high,  still 
there  was  a  few  places  fishable  ;  and  on  Wednesday, 
the  1st  inst.,  Mr.  M.  Gallaher  hooked,  and,  after  forty 
minutes  very  exciting  sport,  landed  the  first  fish  of  the 
season,  a  beautiful  clean  run  salmon  of  111b.  ^  This  was 
followed  on  Saturday,  by  Mr.  J.  McGloin,  with  one  of 
lOJlb.  An  unusually  large  number  of  salmon  for  this 
time  of  the  year  are  running  up.  The  salmon  angling 
on  Lough  Melvin  opened  on  the  Ist  inst.,  and,  owing  to 
the  big  run  of  fish  several  gentlemen  are  making 
arrangements  to  fish  it  this  week  and  next. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Lagan  (co.  Antrim). — Angling  opened  the  1st  inst. 
on  this  river.  Last  Friday  two  members  of  the  North¬ 
east  Ulster  club  had  eleven  trout,  the  heaviest  of  which 
weighed  21b.  It  should  have  weighed  more  according  to 
its  size.  It  was  in  rather  poor  condition.  About  6000 
perch  have  been  turned  into  the  Lagan  in  the  past  week 
under  the  skilful  management  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy, 
president  of  the  N.  E.  U.  A.  C.  Surely  in  the  coming 
“coarse  fishing”  period,  the  Lagan  will  be  a  happy 
hunting  ground  for  perch  fishers.  A  keeper  will  shortly 
be  appointed  by  this  club,  the  latest  one  in  the  north. 

Lough  Currane  CWaterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

The  rod-fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1  under  very  unfavour¬ 


able  circumstances.  On  the  first  day  a  dozen  boats 

were  out,  but  only  two  salmon  were  had.  Those  were 
caught  by  Colonel  F.  Rogers,  who  was  on  the  water  for 
a  few  hours  only.  Since  then  the  weather  has  got  from 
bad  to  worse,  and  angling  is  practically  suspended  for 
the  past  few  days.  On  Feb.  2  W.  Crowley  had  a  salmon, 
81b.,  and  M.  Brennan,  one,  13Jlb.  On  Monday,  on 
Waterville  river,  Dan  Leary,  fishing  for  Colonel  T. 
Stoughton,  caught  a  fine  fresh-run  salmon,  weight  not 
known  at  time  of  writing. — Teos.  J.  Dennehy. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Since  last  report  rain 
has  fallen  here  ;  consequently,  the  river  is  in  a  disturbed 
state  and  unfit  for  salmon  fishing.  Trout  anglers  on  the 
Bunrie  and  Lower  Moy  are  doing  fairly  well  with  sea 
trout.  The  best  basket  that  I  have  heard  of  was  one  of 
thirty-eight  fish ;  I  did  not  ascertain  the  weight.  The 
run  of  spring  salmon  to  the  weirs  still  holds  good. — 
Frank  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough.  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  An 

angry  river,  floods  tearing  through  the  sluice  gates  and 
arches  of  the  bridge,  and  every  one  of  our  salmon  beats, 
which  had  been  in  such  splendid  trim  ten  days  ago,  are 
to-day  unfishable.  I  do  not  think  that  a  line  can  be  wet 
here  before  a  fortnight  at  the  least.  From  the  up-river 
stations,  I  learn  that  sport  has  also  received  a  check  in 
consequence  of  the  floods.  At  Athlone  on  the  opening 
day,  four  springers  were  landed.  Fish  of  extraordinary 
size  are  ascending  in  considerable  numbers,  so  that 
sport  among  the  big  springers  may  be  looked  on  as  a 
certainty  byand-bye. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  iCastleconnell).— The  fishing  season  at 
this  favourite  resort  opened  on  Feb.  1  with  a  very 
satisfactory  result.  The  fishermen  on  the  Hermitage 
and  Newgarden  waters  had  scarcely  been  an  hour  on 
their  different  beats  when  their  “  old  Castleconnell 
rods  ”  were  called  upon  once  more  to  perform  a  duty 
which  they  did  not  resent,  notwithstanding  that  this 
was  their  first  day  after  a  three  months  rest — in  landing 
respectively  two  fresh  run  salmon  of  24ilb.  and  191b. 
Both  fish  were  in  splendid  condition,  and  afforded 
capital  sport.  The  water  is  in  grand  form,  and  should 
it  continue  so,  February  should  prove  an  exceptionally 
good  month.  Weather  very  mild,  and  has  been  so  all 
through  the  winter.  The  Doonass,  Hermitage,  Prospect, 
Landscape,  Woodlands,  Summerhill,  and  De  Burghs 
waters,  Erinagh  and  Worldsend  fisheries  have  aU  been  let 
for  different  periods  of  1893.  Amongst  those  out  to-day 
were  Capt.  C.  Vansittart,  Mr.  J.  Enright,  and  the 
fishermen  on  Landscape  (Mr.  R.  Phelps's) ;  Prospect 
(Mrs.  Enright’s)  ;  Newgarden  (Mrs.  Enright’s);  Hermi¬ 
tage  (Mr.  W.  C.  Jones’) ;  Woodlands  (Capt.  Bayley’s) ; 
S.  Hill  and  De  Burghs  (Mr.  Greenhill’s)  :  Erinagh  and 
World’s  End  (Capt.  Vansittart’s). 

Suir  and  Tributaries.  —  The  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  opened  here  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  inst.  For  the 
first  three  or  four  days  the  river  was  too  flooded  for  rod 
fishing,  and  only  a  few  nets  could  venture  out  on  the 
fresh  water.  Those  few,  however,  did  very  well,  getting 
some  good  hauls  of  fish,  some  of  which  weighed  up  to 
301b.  The  river  is  rapidly  clearing,  and  we  hear  of 
two  fish  already  being  captured  by  the  rod.  Mr. 
Edward  Dalton,  on  his  wsters  at  Ballygriffin,  got  one  of 
201b.  on  Saturday,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Gearon  one  also 
of  201b.  on  Lord  Donoughmore’s  waters  on  Monday. 
Should  the  fine  weather  only  continue  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  a  good  report  of  sport  next  week.  General 
Dashwood  and  his  brother.  Captain  Dashwood,  has 
taken  the  Molough  and  Barnard  waters,  where  he  had 
such  good  sport  last  year.  Mr.  Deacon  has  returned 
to  his  old  quarters  at  Ardfinan.  Lord  Dononghmore 
and  friends  are  to  thoroughly  thrash  the  Knocklofty 
and  Newcastle  waters,  while  Lord  Ashtown  is  sparing 
neither  trouble  nor  expense  in  improving  his  waters, 
laying  down  concrete  blocks  and  boulders  of  rock 
whenever  available,  to  afford  shelter  for  the  salmon 
and  protection  against  poachers’  nets.  —  Richard 
Bradford.  _ 


The  Prizes  for  the  open  angling  competition  now 
proceeding,  the  fish  for  which  must  be  caught  in  the 
Thames  or  Lea,  and  registered  each  Sunday  evening  till 
March  12,  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark-street, 
Blackfriars,  have  been  subscribed  by  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  ;  First  prize,  a  sterling  silver  cup,  value 
5  guineas,  is  presented  by  Messrs.  John  Osborne  (Mild- 
may),  H.  Thompson  (Havelock),  Rawlings  Limited,  A. 
Brooks  (Caxtonians),  each  of  whom  subscribe  1  guinea. 
The  second  prize,  a  roach  pole,  is  presented  by  Mr.  F.  E. 
Longley. 

The  Piscatorial  Society.  —  A  very  successful 
smoking  concert  took  place  on  the  evening  of  Wednes¬ 
day  last,  in  the  Piscatorial  Salon  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant,  and  there  was  a  very  large  attendance  of 
members  and  visitors.  The  programme  had  been 
arranged  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  as  its  chairman,  but  he 
was  unable  to  attend,  which  was  much  regretted.  Mr. 
R.  E.  Booker  took  his  place,  and  ably  discharged  the 
duties,  with  Mr.  T.  N.  Harrisson  in  the  vice-chair.  There 
was  a  splendid  selection  of  vocal  and  instrumental 
music,  and,  all  being  exquisitely  rendered,  it  is  difficult 
to  praise  one  more  than  another.  In  the  instrumental 
portion  Mr.  W.  Fennings  contributed  solos  on  the 
violoncello ;  Mr.  R.  Fennings  on  the  violin  ;  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  on  the  flute  :  Mr.  Foghill  on  the  cornet,  and  Mr. 
A.  Sinclair  Mantell  at  the  pianoforte.  Mr.  Edward 
Foreman,  one  of  the  prominent  fishing  members,  showed 
a  large  tray  of  magnificent  pike,  the  largest  weighing 
141b.,  caught  by  him  that  day  in  some  private  water  in 
the  northern  suburbs  of  London,  which  were  greatly 
admired.  Altogether  a  very  pleasant  and  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent  in  connection  with  this  increasingly 
prosperous  society. 


February  11,  1893] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  Price  List  of  Ova,  Fry,  Yearling,  and 
Two-year-old  Fario,  Levenensis,  and  Fontinalis, 
to  J.  R.  GUY,  Secretary,  Howietoun  Fishery, 
Stirling,  N.B. 


£st.  ISIS. 

Ten  Prize  Medali. 


THE  SFOBTUAH’S  VADE  MECXXU. 

HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Oold  Medals, 
Paris,  1878, 
London,  1884. 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  GRANDY 


FETEB  F.  HEEBIBO, 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courts  andH.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAFTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

TTERY  moderate  charges^  facing  the  eea  and  Ley,  the 
y  latter  containing  nearly  400  acres  of  well-stocked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  great  size. 
Efficient  boatmen  and  boats ;  all  bait  found.  AIm  sea 
boats  and  good  sea  fishing.  Magnificent  scenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  grame  and  wild  fowl  shooting. 
Resident  Doctor  In  the  Tillage. 

J.  DOWSE,  ProprUioT. 

SALMON  PISHING 

ox 

1L.OCH  TAY 

Commenced  on  JANUARY  15th,  1893. 

For  Boats  apply  to  . 

K.  J.  IMEAISSY, 

Prop  rie  tor .— K  I  L  L  I  N  HOTEL. 

ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  z  day’s  Fishing  in  the  350  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY 

NEW  GALLOWAY,  N.B., 
Benmure  Arms  Hotel. 

XTOME  Comforts ;  Charming  Health 
LJ-  Eesort;  Posting;  Boating;  Fishing.  Sal¬ 
mon,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch  abound. 

B.  B.  BANTOCK.  Proprietor. 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  AccommodatioD  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PTJNTS,  &0. 

“Plka,  perch,  roach,  4c.,  are  nmueroQB."— 
Angler't  IHary. 

Frequent  tr&ina  from  all  Metropolitan  stationa. 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 

CHISHOLM’S  PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

FORT  AUGUSTUS,  N.B. 

FREE  SALMON  FISHING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

(Opening  on  Feb.  11)  to  parties  living  in 
this  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady  Gillies 
kept.  Terms  moderate. 

WM.  CHISHOLia,  X.essee. 

Fort  Augustus. 
LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL. 

Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel  have  the 
right  of  SALMON  FISHING  FREE  ON 
LOCH  NESS. 

For  particulars,  &c.,  apply  to 

IF.  D.  DAVIS,  Proprietor. 

Excellent  Trout  and  Grayling  Pishing. 

Free  to  Visrroas  stayino  at  the 

SWAN  HOTEL  &  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

TENBUBY  WELLS,  WOBCESTEBSHIEE. 

Bedueed  Tariff  for  Anglers.  Special  terms  to 
families  wishing  to  spend  winter  months.  Three 
meets  weekly  of  Foxhounds  within  reach  of  Hotel. 
HENET  HAEDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL,  INVERNESS-SHIRE,  N.B. 
FREE  SALMON  ANGLING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

To  Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel.  Hotel 
situated  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  excel¬ 
lent  Salmon  angling  grounds. 

Boats  and  Gillies  provided.  Terms  moderate 
Post  Office,  Foyers  Hotel,  Inverness. 

DAVID  EDDEB,  Lessee. 

TROUT  FISHING 

In  the  Water  Connected  with  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station, 
COMMENCES  FEBRUARY  15th. 
Several  miles  reserved  to  visitors. 
Rivers  near  the  hotel.  Five  hours  from 
London. 

MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

First  Class  for  Anglers.  Charges  Moderate. 

Also  RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  on  the 
Shores  of  I..oush  Conn. 

Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
Good  Pike  Fishing  and  Rough  Shooting 
up  to  December. 

E.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor, 

IMPERIAL  HOTEL, 

-A-BERDEElSr. 

Personally  Patronised  by  the  RoycU  Family. 
rpHE  “  IMPEBIAL  ”  is  close  to  the  Eailway 
JL  Station,  and  within  easy  access  of  the  fishing 
on  the  rivers  DEE  and  DON. 

Salmon  Fishing  may  be  had  on  the  Hotel  Water. 
Gentlemen  are  Boarded  During  the 
Season. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

EHOSMEIGE,  TY  CEOES,  ANGLESEY. 
Mild  Bracing  Climate. 

TT  OTEL  adjoins  Lake  and  Sea,  excellent  Trout 
JnL  and  Sewin  fishing  in  Lake  and  Eiver; 
Good  Angling  from  boat  or  seashore;  bass, 
pollack,  bream,  conger,  dabs,  &o.  Boats  and 
conveyance  from  Station  included  in  moderate 
Tariff.  Two  Furnished  Houses  to  Let  for 
Families.  PropHetor,  T.  J.  COTTEELL. 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL. 

SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on  a 
BEAUTIFUL  STRETCH  of  the  TAY, 
and  TROUT  FISHING  on  LOCH-NA- 
CRAIG,  both  with  USE  of  BOAT  FREE. 
ALEXANDER  NICOL,  Lessee. 

TJ  E]  A  ^  Pure  Scotch  Wool  in  Plain, 

Heathers,  and  Fancy  Marls. 

HANDKNIT 

'caK;p'’a1d:  STOCKINGS. 

Unsurpassed  for  Durability  and  Sterling  Value. 

«j£(,mes  'yiTlxiEei*, 

Cortacliy,  Kirriemuir,  N.B. 

FEBTHSHIBE. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

Kinlooli  -  Rannooh. 

BrVEH  TUMMEL  ANGLING. 

TTOTBL  Visitors  have  free  fishing  on  Looh  Rannoch, 
fj  famous  for  Its  very  large  Trout  and  Salmo  Feros. 

Splendid  Boats  and  experienced  Boatman.  Also 
three  miles  of  River  Tummel,  where  first-rate  sport  Is 
had.  Posting  In  all  its  departments.  Board  by  week  Or 
month.  Charges  strictly  moderate. 

GEORGE  GOW  Proprietor. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FLY  MATERIAL. 

IV/r ALLARDS,  Teal,  WTdgeon,  Gallina, 
Golden  Pheasant,  Indian  Crow, 
Blue  Jay,  Turkey,  Swan,  &c. ;  assort¬ 
ments,  53.  6d.,  7s.  6d.,  and  10s. ;  trout 
material,  5s.  6d.  Address — 

J.  PICKERSGILL, 

Xa,  Bindley  Sti*ee4;*  ILeeds. 

Free  Salmon  and  Trent  Fishing 

On  the  celebrated  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullin. 
Board  and  Lodgings  with  boat  and  two  men  £4 
per  week,  and  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the 
one  boat,  £3  68.  each  per  week. — Thos.  Clabkk 
«  Sons,  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  T.  Clabke,  Lough  Conn  Lodge, 
callina,  County  Mayo,  Ireland.  * 

Among  the  beat  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel.'  — Charle.^  Dicke^^ 

THE  JLRUNEEE  HOTEE. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS, 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  Jso. 


(ESADQUASTERS  OF  THE  FLYFISHERE  CLUB.) 


VICTORIA  EHBANKHENT,  STRAND,  LONDON. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis, 

BED.  BBEAKPAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOB  68. 


LAKE  VYBNWY, 

NORTH  WALES  vi4  OSWESTRY. 


THE  SEASON  OPENS  MARCH  30tli. 


350  ACRES  RESERVED  FOR  ARTIFICIAL  FLY  ONLY. 

On  the  other  side  of  lake  (about  800  acres)  Spinning  and 
Trolling  with  natural  or  artificial  bait  is  allowed. 

Apply  Miss  DAVIES,  Lake  Vvrnwy  Hotel. 

FOR  LOVERS  OF  DOGS  AND  HORSES 


NOW  EEADY,  FIFTH  AND  CHEAPFE  EDITION. 

A  FAMOUS  FOX-HUNTER. 

REMINISCENCES  of  the  LATE  THOMAS  ASSHETON  SMITH,  Esq.; 
Or,  The  PURSUITS  of  an  ENGLISH  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 

By  Sir  JOHN  E.  EAEDLEY-WILMOT,  Bart. 

With  Illustrations.  200  pages,  crown  8vo,  in  coloured  boards,  23. ;  in  cloth, 

2s.  6d. 

THE  SCIENTIFIC  EDUCATION  OF  DOGS  FOR  THE  GUN. 

By  H.  H.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

“  The  book  will  be  valuable  for  reference,  and  a  handsome  addition  to  the 
library.” — Sportsman. 

“  Brimful  of  powerful,  practical  teaching,  and  bristling  with  hints,  instruction, 
and  information  on  the  subject  of  training  dogs  to  the  gun.” — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

“  Kennel  and  kennel  management  and  the  breaking  and  training  of  sporting  dogs 
are  the  subjects  which  ‘  H.  H.’  discusses  with  an  abundant  equipment  of  practical 
knowledge.” — County  Gentleman. 

THE  RACEHORSE:  How  to  Buy,  Train,  and  Run  Him.  By 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Wabburton,  E.E.  Illustrated.  Crown  8to,  cloth,  63. 

“  We  could  wish  that  everyone  who  writes  on  racing  and  racehorses  had  the 
knowledge  and  experience  Colonel  Warbnrton  has  picked  up  in  many  climes  and 
climates.  He  traces  the  yearling  from  the  sale-ring  to  the  racecourse.” — World. 

THE  PYTCHLEY  HUNT,  PAST  AND  PRESENT:  Its 

History  from  its  Foundation  to  the  Present  Day.  With  Personal  Anecdotes 
and  Memoirs  of  the  Masters  and  Principal  Members.  By  H.  O.  Nethercote, 
Esq.,  fifty  years  a  Member  of  this  famous  Hunt.  Illustrated  by  authorised 
Portraits,  including  Portrait  of  the  Author.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  83.  6d. 

HOW  TO  TELL  THE  AGE  OP  THE  HORSE.  20  Coloured 

Plates,  and  Directions,  in  a  neat  cloth  pocket  case.  Price  2s.  6d. 

The  Colonel  of  one  of  our  best  regiments  writes  as  follows  to  the  publishers  : 
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Made  in  Three  Gold  Medal  Qualities. 

The  No.  1  Quality  we  recommend  for  HARD  WEAR. 

The  No.  2  Quality  for  MEDIUM  WORK. 

The  No.  3  Quality,  being  very  light  (weighing  only  about  21b.),  are  intended  for  LIGHT 
SUMMER  WEAR,  and  will  be  found  a  boon  to  the  Angler  who  has  to  walk  some 
distance  to  his  Fishing. 
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THE  SPRING  SALMON  RIVERS  OP 
SCOTLAND. 

AS  THEY  ARE. 

{Contimeed  from  page  89.) 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


The  Don  is  onlyafair  specimen  of  the  inactivity, 
and  toleration  of  abuses,  characteristic  of  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board,  in  respect  of  salmon  fish¬ 
ery  matters.  This  river,  besides  being  one  of 
the  largest,  is  naturally  one  of  the  earliest  and 
most  productive  spring  salmon  streams  in  the 
whole  of  Scotland.  To  the  nets  every  year  on 
the  opening  day  of  the  season,  it  yields  many 
hundreds  of  fish,  and  before  the  spring  season 
ends,  the  opening  day’s  catch  is  supplemented 
by  many  thousands  more.  The  entire  length  of 
the  river  is  little  under  seventy  miles,  of  which 
a  continuous  stretch  of  over  forty  miles  has  ample 
volume,  and  unquestionably  is  the  perfect  ideal 
of  water  for  salmon  angling.  The  fish  of  the 
spring  months  are  not  of  large  size,  their  average 
weight  taken  for  the  season  throughout  being 
only  101b.  or  thereby.  In  December,  should  the 
weather  be  mild,  they  commence  to  leave  the  sea, 
and  always,  with  conditions  favouring  it,  the  run 
is  to  be  found  going  on  until  the  spring  season  has 
entirely  ended.  Most  years  it  is  strongest  in 
January,  February  and  March.  The  netting 
commences  on  Feb.  11,  by  which  time  there  has 
every  year  an  immense  head  of  fish  gone  into  the 
river.  In  consequence,  one  who  knows  nothing 


about  the  actual  state  of  matters,  would  naturally 
conclude  that  the  Don  in  at  least  some  parts  of  its 
length  ought  to  give  first-rate  salmon  angling  in 
the  early  days  of  the  season.  Yes;  but  the  fact 
remains  that  it  gives  no  salmon  angling  at  all 
early  in  the  season,  or  any  time  in  spring,  or  yet 
even  in  summer.  Practically,  all  its  spring  and 
summer  salmon  and  all  its  grilse  and  sea  trout  that 
seek  to  make  the  inland  passage  fall  to  the  nets. 
Owners  of  mills  who  are  also  owners  of  netting 
and  the  proprietors  of  the  cruives,  have  between 
them  the  entire  monopoly  of  the  river-run  fish 
during  the  whole  of  the  season  for  nets.  Besides 
the  cruives  there  are  five  or  six  dykes,  all  of 
which  are  hindrances  to  the  ascent  of  fish  while 
seeking  to  obey  their  natural  instinct  to  reach 
more  inland  stretches  of  the  river.  Two  of  the 
dykes  in  question  completely  bar  further  progress 
in  the  spring  months  when  the  water  is  low  in 
temperature  (no  matter  in  what  volume  it  may 
be).  If  by  any  chance  a  few  fish  get  over  at  the 
pass  on  the  lowermost  of  these  two  dykes  (which 
they  never  do  until  February),  it  is  only  to  find 
themselves  held  back  by  the  uppermost,  which, 
although  they  may  try,  they  never  are  able  to 
surmount  before  Feb.  11,  when  the  season  opens 
and  the  netters  are  upon  them.  In  spring 
there  very  often  is  ample  volume  of  water  run¬ 
ning  over  the  fish  passes  on  the  dykes  in  ques¬ 
tion,  yet,  as  must  be  known  to  those  who  are 
conversant  with  the  facts  of  the  salmon’s  move¬ 
ments  as  effected  by  temperature,  the  fish  which 
are  close  up  to  them  in  the  pools  below  either  find 
themselves  unable  to  pass  over  or  else  disincline 
to  make  the  attempt.  About  the  month  of  May, 
if  any  should  got  forward  to  these  dykes  (and  it 
ought  to  be  stated  that  precious  few  do),  they, 
when  the  water  is  sufficient  in  volume,  are  able  to, 
and  readily  do,  take  the  passes  and  make  way 
farther  inland.  But  the  netting  is  so  severe, 
both  by  net  and  coble  and  at  the  cruives,  that 
between  it  and  minor  obstructions  the  fish  that 
get  into  the  river  during  the  weekly  slap  are  not, 
even  in  the  warmer  weather  and  water  of  May 
and  summer,  when  they  swim  much  faster,  able 
to  accomplish  the  distance  between  the  sea  and 
the  uppermost  and  worst  obstructions  before  the 
netters  commence  operations  at  six  o’clock  on 
Monday  morning.  Then  in  summer  there  is  often 
a  complete  dearth  of  water,  so  much  so  that  there 
ia  no  lead  up  to  the  passes,  nor  any  water  running 
over  them,  for  the  reason  that  the  mill  owners 
divert  the  most  of  the  supply  for  motive  power 
to  their  mills,  and  run  it  down  their  mill  races 
away  from  the  proper  channel  of  the  river. 

In  consequence  of  what  has  been  said,  it  will 
be  apparent  even  to  those  not  possessing  local 
knowledge,  that  fish  have  no  chance  whatever  of 
escape  from  the  engines,  fixed  and  moveable,  that 
are  employed  for  their  capture — in  spring,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  dykes  proving  complete  obstructions 
to  their  further  ascent,  not  by  any  means  for  the 
reason  that  in  the  passes  on  them  there  is  not 
usually  sufficient  water,  but  by  reason  of  the 
water  being  so  cold  that  they  will  not  take  the 
passes  ;  and  in  summer  for  the  reason  that  even 
though  they  may  get  forward  to  near  the  passes 
(which,  however,  they  seldom  do  in  any  great 
number),  the  mill  owners  have,  except  when  there 
is  a  spate,  practically  all  the  water  abstracted 
out  of  the  regular  channel  of  the  river  to  supply 
their  mills,  leaving  the  passes  almost  completely 
dry,  at  any  rate  without  so  much  water  in  them 
as  would  enable  a  fish  to  jiass  up.  Thus,  even  if 
they  had  a  lead  up  (which,  however,  they  have 
nob  more  than  one  day  in  the  month  on  an 
average,  in  consequence  of  the  mill  owners  being 
allowed  to  do  with  the  supply  as  they  like),  they 
would  nob  therefore  be  able  to  get  over  the 
passes. 

It  stands  so  with  the  Don,  sad  to  tell — a  terrible, 
a  deplorable,  an  unjust  state  of  matters;  a 
magnificent  spring  salmon  river,  one  of  the 
largest  in  Scotland,  practically  salmonless  in  its 
forty  to  fifty  miles  of  splendid  angling  water,  the 
proprietors  of  which  have  no  sport  at  all,  and  no 
income  whatever  from  sport  with  salmon,  until 
the  autumn  season  when  the  nets  go  off,  and  the 
fish  that  then  ascend  have,  “  like  helpless  brutes,” 
to  be  lifted  over  the  obstructions  by  the  water 
bailiffs,  to  let  them  get  up  river  to  breed.  But 
seemingly  all  this,  to  judge  from  their  entire 
apathy — their  having  done  nothing  worthy  of 
being  called  anything — gives  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  not  one  iota  of  concern. 


But  for  the  artificial  obstructions  that  arc 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  Don,  the  mass  of  the 
fish  that  ascend  that  river  during  the  close  season 
would  certainly  be  forward  to  and  well  spread  over 
the  angling  waters  of  the  proprietors  farther 
inland  before  the  netting  season  commences.  It 
would  be  but  simple  justice  to  all  concerned  that 
a  free  run  should  be  permitted.  Never,  surely, 
was  it  contemplated  that  the  fish  that  leave  the 
sea  before  the  open  time  for  rods  and  nets  com- 
niences  should  be  arrested  in  their  progress 
inland  by  artificial  barriers,  only  to  fall  a  prey  to 
the  netters  of  the  owners  of  those  barriers. 
Rather  I  should  say  it  was  intended  that  all 
those  fish  which,  obeying  their  natural  instincts, 
are  to  be  found  pushing  forward  should  be  left  to 
afford  compensation,  either  in  sport  or  sport’s 
value,  to  the  proprietors  of  the  angling  waters  for 
the  assessment  they  pay  to  the  Fishery  Boards, 
not  to  mention  the  private  assistance  they  render 
the  board’s  watchers  in  protecting  the  fish  during 
the  breeding  season. 

If,  in  the  case  of  the  Don,  the  cruive  owners 
and  the  several  mill  proprietors  whose  monstrous 
dykes  span  the  river,  catch  between  them  the 
whole  of  the  fish  that  come  up  from  the  sea 
between  February  11  and  August  26,  and  pocket 
the  entire  net  proceeds  arising  therefrom,  matters 
in  the  case  of  the  Deveron  are  even  worse  in 
respect  that  one  proprietor,  namely.  His  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Fife,  practically  farms  the  whole 
fishery,  and  secures  to  himself  from  a  lessee  the 
rent  that  is  held  to  be  market  value,  for  the 
capture  of  almost  to  a  fish  the  whole  stock  that 
leave  the  sea  during  the  netting  season.  His 
Grace  has  cruives  on  the  river  several  miles 
inland,  which  so  utterly  rack  the  fishing  that 
they  have  been  most  appropriately  named  the 
Rack  dyke.  Not  one  fish  gets  past  those  dykes 
in  spring  before  the  netting  commences,  although 
hundreds  by  that  time  have  gone  forward  to 
them.  In  consequence,  when  the  netting  at  the 
several  stations  between  these  obstructions  and 
the  sea  commences,  the  whole  of  the  fish  that 
have  entered  the  river  during  the  annual  close 
time  are  swept  out  by  the  netters  of  the  Duke’s 
lessee.  No  such  dyke  as  this,  since  it  proves 
such  an  effectual  trap,  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
remain.  It  prevents  the  salmon  that  ascend  in 
the  close  time  from  reaching  the  waters  of  the 
sporting  tenants  farther  inland,  whose  right  I 
should  say  to  all  the  fish  that  run  during  the 
close  season  is  indisputable.  Forty  miles  of 
splendid  angling  water  are  thus  practically  with¬ 
out  clean  salmon  during  the  spring  months ;  and 
even  during  summer,  when  the  fish  take  the 
obstruction  with  readiness,  very  few  grilse  get 
past  during  the  weekly  slap,  because  it  is  only 
the  first  of  them  to  leave  tbe  sea  on  Saturday 
night  that  get  so  far  inland  before  the  netting 
commences  on  Monday  morning.  Should  this  be 
tolerated  ? 

This  season  already — although  it  is  scarcely  a 
week  run — hundreds  of  fish  have  been  netted  in 
Don  and  hundreds  also  in  Deveron,  but  not  one, 
it  is  safe  to  say,  has  yet  succeeded  in  passing  the 
terrible  obstructions  to  which  I  have  directed 
attention  ;  and  being  cognisant  of  the  facts  here¬ 
tofore,  I  infer  therefrom  that  neither  in  the  fifty 
miles  of  splendid  angling-water  of  the  Don  nor 
in  the  forty  miles  of  naturally  as  grand  sporti  ng 
water  of  the  Deveron  will  half-a-dozen  clean  fish 
be  caught  by  the  rod  until  many  months  have 
passed  by — if  indeed  before  the  autumn  comes 
round.  Is  this  as  it  should  be  ?  Is  it  justice  to 
all  concerned  ?  I  trow  not. 


On  Saturday  last,  the  rivers  Garry,  Oich,  and 
Ness,  and  lochs  of  the  same  name,  opened  both 
for  rod  and  net.  The  water  was  rather  too  high, 
and  sport  was  consequently  not  so  good  as  was 
expected.  On  the  famous  Garry  only  one  fish 
was  got  on  Saturday,  and  two  on  Monday.  On 
the  Oich,  Capt.  Ind’s  water,  a  twenty-two 
pounder  was  got  on  the  opening  day,  and  two 
smaller  ones  on  Monday.  On  Loch  Ness,  Mr. 
Chisholm  landed  a  fine  fish  of  301b.,  and  a  fifteen- 
pounder  on  Saturday,  and  one  of  111b.  on 
Monday.  Mr.  Davis  had  two  on  the  11th,  and 
Mr.  Annan  two  on  the  same  day.  Mr.  Douglas 
had  one  of  8|lb.  on  Monday.  Mr.  Dennistoun’a 
nets  had  twelve  fish  averaging  151b.,  while  Mr. 
Fraser’s  nets  had  over  7cwt.  of  fish. 
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Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes  : — “  The 
river  has  been  in  splendid  order  ever  since  the 
ice  cleared  away,  and  now  there  is  into  it  a 
very  great  strength  of  spring  salmon,  of  which 
largo  numbers  are  to  be  seen  iust  below  the  dykes. 
Lots  have  been  trjing  to  pass  these  obstructions 
for  some  days,  but  hardly  one  of  them,  I  much 
fear,  will  ever  get  to  the  upper  waters.  It  is 
only  too  well  known,  and  is  much  to  be  deplored, 
that  the  thousands  of  fish  which  enter  this  river 
in  spring,  almost  to  a  fish  fall  to  the  net.  Last 
year’s  old  fish  are  very  plentiful  in  the  higher 
reaches,  but  are  now  a'l  finished  spawning.” 


JunoMENT  in  the  Ardoe  (Dee)  fishing  case  was 
pronounced  by  Lord  Wellwood  in  the  Court  of 
Session,  Edinburgh,  last  Wednesday.  This  case 
was  to  settle  a  standing  dispute  over  a  bit  of 
water  which,  along  with  the  Ardoe  and  Heathcote 
reaches  of  the  Dee,  has  been  rented  from  the 
pursuer  by  Dr.  Stewart,  of  the  Deeside  Hydro¬ 
pathic  Establishment  for  several  years  past.  The 
defender  was  Lord  Provost  Stewart  of  Aberdeen, 
and  of  Banchory  House,  and  the  pursuer  his 
neighbouring  proprietor,  Mr.  A.  M.  Ogston,  of 
Ardoe  and  Heathcote,  manufacturer,  Aberdeen. 
In  consequence  of  the  decision  pronounced,  the 
right  to  the  fishing  is  now  entirely  Mr.  Ogston’s, 
and  from  this  date,  so  long  as  the  whole  of  his 
fishery  is  held  on  lease  by  Dr.  Stewart,  none  but 
bond-Jide  residents  at  the  Hydropathic  will  be 
able  to  obtain  tickets  to  fish.  This  is  a  new 
arrangement,  and  one  which  it  is  expected  will 
give  much  more  satisfaction  to  Hydro,  residents 
than  did  the  old,  whereby  a  number  of  parties  not 
staying  in  the  establishment  fished,  either  out  of 
grace,  or  through  having  made  payment  for  the 
right.  _ 

The  action  was  one  of  declarator  and  interdict. 
The  pursuer  asked  that  it  should  be  declared  that 
he  has  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  to  the  salmon 
fishings  in  the  Dee  ex  adverse  of  the  lands  of 
Ardoe,  and  also  ex  adverse  of  that  portion 
of  the  glebe  lands  of  Banchory-Devenick  ex¬ 
tending  eastwards  from  the  point  where  the 
glebe  lands  meet  the  lands  of  Ardoe,  to  a  point 
opposite  the  office  houses  of  the  manse.  Inter¬ 
dict  was  also  craved  against  the  defender  fishing 
in  the  river  for  salmon  between  the  points  men¬ 
tioned.  The  Lord  Ordinary  granted  declarator 
in  terms  of  the  above  conclusion,  and  found  the 
pursuer  entitled  to  expenses.  He  founded  his 
judgment  principally  on  the  defender’s  leases, 
corroborated  as  these  were  by  t.he  witnesses  for 
the  pursuer,  and  not  disproved  by  the  defender’s 
witnesses. 


Mr.  Charles  Mann,  of  Mann’s  Hotel,  Aberdeen, 
and  proprietor  of  the  Grand  Hotel,  which  is  in 
course  of  erection  and  will  be  opened  early  this 
coming  summer,  is  to  connect  with  his  establish¬ 
ments  superior  salmon  angling.  He  has  rented 
for  the  spring  and  summer  of  this  year  the 
Crathes  Castle  water  of  the  Dee  from  Sir  Robert 
Burnett,  Bart.,  of  Leys  and  Crathes.  This  fishery 
is  four  and  a  half  miles  in  extent,  and  it  is  to  be 
divided  into  four  beats,  to  be  fished  by  four  rods, 
each  rod  to  have  one  beat  to  himself  for  the  day, 
and  to  fish  the  beats  in  rotation.  The  fishing  will 
be  let  by  the  month  or  for  longer  periods.  In  a 
usual  season,  February  and  March  are  the  best 
spring  fishing  months ;  but  April,  after  severe 
frosts  in  February  and  March,  is  found  to  prove  as 
go  )d  a  spring  fishing  month  as  any.  It  is,  too,  the 
besD  month  of  the  year  for  finnock  andyellow  trout. 
J  uue  and  July,  when  the  fishing  will  be  free,  are 
the  best  months  for  grilse  and  adult  sea-trout,  of 
which,  in  a  good  year,  a  fair  number  should  be 
caught  by  fishing  with  fine  tackle.  I  know  this 
water  intimately,  and  what  it  can  do — from  long 
experience  of  it.  Mr.  Mann,  it  may  be  men¬ 
tioned,  is  looking  out  for  something  really  first- 
class  in  the  way  of  autumn  salmon  angling.  Miss 
Reid,  of  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  is  also 
doing  the  same.  She  has  rented  for  the  spring 
and  summer  the  Culter  water  of  the  Dee  from 
Mr.  R.  W.  Duff,  M.P.,  of  Fetteresso  and  Culter. 
Concerning  this  stretch,  I  may  mention  that  what 
I  havp  said  with  respect  to  Crathes  will  pretty 


nearly  apply.  Under  ordinary  weather  conditions 
the  first  month  of  the  season  is  best  for  salmon 
fishing ;  and  than  the  finnock  fishing  in  Anril  on 
this  stretch  there  is  none  better  to  be  had  on  the 
Dee.  The  enterprise  of  both  these  hotelkeepers 
is  much  to  be  commended,  as  it  gives  what  I  have 
often  recommended,  and  which  comes  within 
the  reach  of,  suits,  and  is  much  sought  after  by 
many  a  one,  namely,  salmon  fishing  for  short 
periods  at  a  moderate  cost.  It  is  only  those  who 
have  long  purses,  and  at  the  same  time  little  else 
to  do  but  engage  in  sporting,  that  can  take  on  ex¬ 
tensive  and  expensive  fishings  for  a  whole  season 
and  do  justice  to  the  fishing  of  them.  Wherever 
good  salmon  angling  has  been  rented  by  hotel- 
keepers,  and  managed  by  them  judiciously,  it  has 
never  failed  to  prove  remunerative. 


Writeth  JiIcBouneer:  “A  great  number  of 
Gaelic  proverbs  inculcate  diligence  as  well  as 
patience  in  angling.  From  ‘  Bidh  rud  rud  aig 
fear  na  coise  fliche,’  The  man  with  wet  feet  will 
get  something,  and  ‘  Cha  dean  brogan  tioram 
iasgach,’  Dry  shoes  won’t  get  fish,  it  would  appear 
that  wading  was  considered  necessary  in  order 
to  be  successful.  The  latter  proverb,  it  may  be 
remarked,  has  its  equivalent  in  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  languages.  ‘Bu  cho  math  dol  a 
dh’iasgach  gun  mhaorach’s  dol  do’n  chuirt  gun 
sporran,’  As  well  go  fishmg  without  bait  as  to  court 
ivifhout  purse,  is  very  true,  and  must  have  been 
first  said  by  some  Celt  who  learned  from  experi¬ 
ence  the  necessity  of  £  s.  d.  when  going  to  law. 

‘  Breac  a  linne,  slat  a  coille,  ’s  feadh  a  fireach,  tri 
meirle  as  nach  do  ghabh  duine  riamh  naire,’  A 
trout  from  the  gjoel,  a  tree  from  the  wood,  and  a 
stag  from  the  hill — three  thefts  of  which  no  man 
ever  felt  ashamed,  is  one  of  the  moat  well-known 
and  frequently- quoted  phrases  in  the  Gaelic 
language.  It  is  a  pet  p’nrase  with  spouting  Land 
League  orators  in  advocating  the  abolition  of  the 
Game  Laws,  and  yet  that  old  proverb  proves 
that  even  in  the  Highlands  both  fish  and  game 
were  preserved  at  a  remote  period,  otherwise  the 
taking  of  a  fish,  a  tree,  or  a  deer,  would  not  be 
called  theft.  The  free  doctrine,  however,  that 
there  is  no  disgrace  attached  to  those  offences,  is 
still  held  in  the  Highlands.  The  wonder  is,  the 
proverb  was  not  completed  by  adding,  ‘and  a 
drop  of  one's  own  untaxed  mountain  dew !  ’  ” 


A  commencement  in  salmon  angling  has  been 
made  on  the  Naver,  but  particulars  not  yet  to 
hand.  On  the  Borgie,  Mr.  Hugh  Bruce,  keeper, 
killed  two  salmon  lately,  91b.  and  101b.  respec¬ 
tively.  The  Carron  and  all  other  rivers  falling 
into  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  are  now  open,  but 
nothing  has  yet  been  done.  Anglers  are,  how¬ 
ever,  expected  shortly,  so  that  the  favourable 
prognostications  of  local  experts  will  soon  be 
put  to  the  test.  Anglers  at  Altnaharra  Hotel 
have  already  been  successful,  both  on  River 
Mudale  and  Loch  Naver.  As  early  as  the  18th 
of  last  month,  a  large  adder  was  killed  in  Strath- 
naver,  Sutherland,  about  four  miles  from  the  sea., 
by  Angus  Mackay,  shepherd,  Achargary.  It  is 
very  rare  for  adders  to  be  seen  so  early  in  the 
season.  _ _ 


G.  M.  M.,  our  Deeside  correspondent,  writes  : 
“  Saturday  was  no  exception  to  the  rule  that  the 
unexpected  happens.  The  weather  had  been  so 
settled  up  to  the  very  last  hour  that  it  was 
chalked  down  as  a  certainty  that  everything 
would  be  all  right  on  the  opening  day.  Yet 
everything  was  all  wrong,  and  a  more  unpro- 
pitious  opening  has  not  been  experienced  for 
many  seasons  back.  Mr.  Cholmondeley,  who  is 
the  guest  of  Mr.  Edward  Drummond,  lessee  of 
the  Ballogie  fishings,  had  the  honour  of  drawing 
“  first  blood  ”  on  the  Dee,  as  far  as  known,  on  the 
middle  reaches.  A  little  after  10  am.  he  had  a 
beauty  of  81b  ,  and  later  on  added  other  two  fish 
of  the  same  weight  besides  having  to  do  with 
numerous  kelts.  He  had  also  the  best  score  yet 
reported.  Sir  Herbert  E.  F.  Lewis  landed  nine 
kelts,  and  had  to  do  with  other  five  on  the  open¬ 
ing  day  on  the  Commonty  water.  He  had  only 
one  clean  fish.  This  gives  an  idea  of  the  general 
run  of  things  all  up  and  down  the  mid  reaches. 
Fish  are  not  far  into  the  upper  waters  in  great 
numbers,  and  there  was  a  general  growl  all  round 
as  to  their  scarceness  all  over.  But  this  is  a 
state  of  matters  which  will  mend  rapidly  with 


fair  waters  and  open  weather.  As  I  write  a 
heavy  frost  prevails,  while  six  inches  of  snow 
lies  on  the  ground  which  fell  ’twixt  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  It  has  been  a  sudden  transposition 
back  to  the  lap  of  winter.  Two  clean  fish  were 
got  in  the  Glen-Tana  reach  on  the  opening  day. 
With  such  a  storm  of  frost  and  snow  suspended 
in  the  atmosphere,  the  surprise  is  that  the  opening 
day  was  really  so  good  after  all.  Mr.  George 
Davidson,  of  Wellwood,  has  again  taken  the  Paj  k 
water  at  the  old  rent — a  sum  close  on  £300.  This 
is  not  so  good  a  spring  water  as  it  is  an  autumn 
one.  It  is  usually  divided  into  three  beats,  and 
sublet  accordingly.  Here  is  a  cutting  from  an 
Aberdeen  daily,  in  its  article  on  the  opening  of 
the  salmon  season:  ‘  There  are  plenty  of  salmon, 
but  they  have  recently  been  running  up  stream, 
and  have  taken  up  their  quarters  in  the  higher 
reaches.  A  rainfall  and  a  consequent  stronger 
stream  will  bring  them  down  in  due  course.’  The 
due  course  is  a  handy  saving  clause,  but  it  does 
not  save  the  ‘  staff  ’  responsible  for  this  ignorance 
from  the  charge  of  knowing  as  much  about 
salmon  as  a  cow  knows  of  chemistry.  I  have 
advised  the  ‘  staff  ’  to  have  this  sublime  edition 
framed.  Mr.  Davidson,  Edinburgh,  has  rented 
the  Sluie  water.  On  Saturday  the  proprietor, 
fishing  this  water,  landed  a  beauty  of  a  161b. 
salmon — the  heaviest  fish  of  the  day.” 


Our  Speyside  correspondent  writes: — “The 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  the  Spey  Fishings. — Such 
formed  the  subject  of  a  question  in  the  House 
of  Commons  the  other  evening  by  Mr.  Seymour 
Keay,  the  member  for  Moray  and  Nairn.  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  was  asked  by  the  hon. 
member  whether  there  was  any  objection  to  grant 
a  return  of  all  persons  now  possessing  rights  of 
fishings  or  foreshores  in  Scotland,  acquired 
before  Oct.  10,  1851,  showing  the  nature  of  the 
consideration  received  by  the  State,  and  of  the 
titles  under  which  such  rights  are  held ;  and 
whether  he  would  inquire  under  what  title  and 
for  what  consideration  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon  holds  almost  eight  miles  of  salmon 
fishings  at  the  mouth  of  the  Spey.  The  Lord 
Advocate,  who  replied,  said  he  feared  it  would  be 
impossible  to  grant  a  return  such  as  asked  for. 
To  prepare  such,  it  would  be  necessary  to  examine 
all  the  recorded  titles,  back  to  the  earliest  times, 
and  even  then  the  desired  information  would  not 
be  complete,  because,  according  to  the  law  of 
Scotland,  prescriptive  possession  of  salmon 
fishings  and  foreshores  upon  certain  kinds  of 
general  titles  may  make  good  rights  not  expressly 
granted  in  them.  As  to  the  second  part,  he 
pointed  out  that  anyone  desirous  of  such  infor¬ 
mation  has  the  same  means  of  obtaining  it  as  the 
Crown,  viz.,  the  public  registers,  and  that  a  return 
of  fishing  grants  made  since  Oct.  10,  1851, 
when  the  Department  of  Woods  and  Forests  was 
separately  constituted,  was  given  in  1889.  Last 
year  Mr.  Keay  put  a  question  of  a  similar  nature, 
so  that  it  is  to  be  feared  proprietors  will  not  make 
much  of  it  by  this  means.  Will  not  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board  now  move?  I  fear  not,  and  that 
the  only  thing  left  is  a  remedy  by  private  or  local 
enterprise.  The  opening  day  for  rod  fishing  is 
now  a  thing  of  the  past.  I  hear  of  no  first  blood 
being  drawn,  and  little  wonder,  for  more  unsuit¬ 
able  weather  for  sport  on  an  opening  day  could 
scarcely  be  conceived.  It  rained  heavily  up  to 
mid-day,  and  the  water  was  like — as  the  Scotch 
saj — ‘  sowens.’  Monday  was  better.  The  water 
had  gone  back  and  was  better  coloured,  but  an 
intense  frost  prevailed,  accompanied,  however, 
with  a  bright  sunshine  which  might  tempt  “  a 
rise.”  I  understand  the  Delfur  water  or  beat 
leased  by  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Reginald  Gipps, 
K.C.B  ,  has  been  sub-let  by  him  for  three  or  four 
years,  commencing  this  season,  to  Colonel  Vivian, 
who  is  a  well-known  angler  on  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond’s  water,  a  few  miles  further  down.” 


A  Reay  Forester  writes :  “  Since  my  last  note 
there  has  been  really  nothing  of  interest  to  report. 
We  have  had  excellent  fresh  weather  for  the  past 
three  weeks,  so  that  the  deposited  ova  ought  to 
be  doing  well.  I  hear  that  lobsters  are  very 
numerous  along  this  coast,  and  that  the  crews 
engaged  fishing  for  them  are  having  good  takes. 
I  trapped  an  otter  last  week  which  had  paid  the 
river  a  visit.” 
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We  hear  from  our  Tay  correspondent  that :  “I 
have  learned  of  no  great  takes  of  fish,  either 
large  or  small,  lately  ;  the  river  towards  the  end 
of  last  week  was  so  greatly  flooded  that  the  fish¬ 
ing  had  to  he  given  up  on  several  of  the  best 
beats.  As  I  write  it  is  back  to  good  fishing  ply, 
and  now  some  good  sport  it  is  expected  will  soon 
be  got  again.  There  has  been  a  renewed  fall  of 
snow  which,  though  slieht,  will  keep  the  river 
running  in  goodish  high  state  for  some  days. 
You  may  believe  me  when  I  say  this  ;  I  guarantee 
I  am  not  throwing  the  hammer.  The  nets  are  in 
full  swing  now  for  the  season,  and  more’s  the 
pity  there  is  such  a  lot  of  them  so  far  up.  Since 
the  opening  they  have  been  fairly  successful,  and 
but  for  the  swollen  state  of  the  river  would  have 
done  great  execution.  Anyway,  some  of  them 
have  done  exceptionally  well.  Mr.  Dunlop,  of 
Sydney,  who  fished  the  llirnam  Hotel  water  did 
splendidly  with  two  Dee  flies,  the  Dunt  and  the 
ffordon.  Of  nine  fine  fish  which  he  landed  eight 
fell  to  these  two  flies — one  to  the  Gordon  and 
seven  to  the  Dunt.” 


Phoji  our  Brora  correspondent  we  hear  that  the 
Brora  and  Blackwater,  Sutherlandshire,  did  not, 
in  sport  to  the  rod,  come  up  to  expectation  on  the 
opening  day.  The  Gordonbush,  rod  fished  by 
Mr.  Tod,  was  blank,  but  the  Balnacoil,  rod  fished 
by  Mr.  John  MacIntyre  for  Mr.  Hall,  had  one 
nice  fish,  101b.  Kelts  were  exceedingly  plentiful 
and  troublesome.  More  might  have  been  done 
but  the  nver  was  in  spate.  Frost  came  on  at 
night  which  will  grip  it  in  if  it  holds.  Next  week 
good  sport  may  be  looked  for  if  the  volume  does 
not  fall  too  low. 


Tins,  from  the  Scotsman,  shows  as  I  indicated 
last  week,  that  the  members  of  the  Fishery  Board 
for  Scotland  are  not  brethren  such  as  dwell 
together  in  unity  : — At  a  meeting  yesterday  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  a  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  Majoribanks,  M.P.,  enclosing  a 
memorial  from  fishermen  and  others  on  the  Ber¬ 
wickshire  coast,  calling  attention  to  the  injuries 
they  received  from  the  practice  of  beam  trawling, 
asking  the  board  to  consider  their  grievances, 
•and  requesting  that  the  board  would  cause  an 
iriquiry  to  be  made  into  the  state  of  the  case.  Mr. 
Fsslemont  (chairman)  submitted  to  the  meeting 
!i  reply  which  he  proposed  should  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Majoribanks,  virtually  refusing  the  recpiest  of  the 
fishermen.  An  amendment  was  submitted  in 
favour  of  the  inquiry,  but  the  members  of  the 
briard  were  e(|ual!y  divided  on  the  subject,  and 
Mr.  Esslemont  insisted  upon  giving  a  casting 
vote  in  favour  of  his  own  reply,  despite  opposition 
to  such  a  course. 


Ox  none  of  the  Caithness  and  Sutherland 
spring  salmon  rivers,  whose  rod  season  com¬ 
menced  over  a  month  ago,  have  sportsmen  yet 
met  with  any  great  success.  Indeed  on  them, 
pretty  much  all  round,  sport  has  proved  inferior 
to  what  it  usually  is  during  the  first  month. 
It  would  seem  that,  as  almost  everywhere  else, 
fish  are  not  forward  in  such  strength  as  generally 
they  are  by  this  time  of  the  year. 


The  salmon  netting  opened  on  the  Ness  on 
Saturday  last  when  some  splendid  fish  were  got, 
although  the  take,  as  a  whole,  was  not  very 
gratifying.  With  the  heavy  running  waters 
which  had  prevailed  for  a  considerable  time 
before,  almost  the  whole  of  the  great  head  of 
fish  that  previously  had  run  in  from  the  sea,  got 
clear  away  up  and  into  Loch  Ness,  wh<^reon  the 
rod-fishing  commenced  with  a  number  of  anglers 
drawing  blood,  Mr.  Annan,  of  Bridge  of  Allan, 
having  two  beauties  to  his  own  rod  the  first  day. 


In  lochs  Lubnaigand  Vennachar,  of  the  central 
Highlands,  a  few  salmon  of  good  weights  have 
been  caught  during  the  week.  Loch  Tay  has 
continued  to  fish  pretty  well.  Lochs  Naver  and 
Ness  are  also  now  giving  fish. 


The  net  fishing  for  salmon  on  the  great  bulk  of 
the  early  Scottish  rivers  was  opened  for  the 
reason  on  Saturday  last.  Prospects  were  held  to 
be  good,  and  although  the  catch  was  not  any¬ 
where  very  gratifying,  it  was  not  so  low  as  to  be 
dispiriting.  From  various  centres  it  was  indi¬ 


cated  that  prices  for  the  first  fish  kept  to  a  high 
level.  Practically,  all  the  fish  that  had  entered 
the  Dee  got  clear  up  river,  but  in  the  case  of  the 
Spey  it  is  believed  that  almost  every  one  was 
netted  in  the  Duke’s  ten  or  a  dozen  miles  of  net¬ 
ting  water.  The  Tay  netting  resulted  best  of  all 
in  respect  of  the  river’s  reputation  for  early 
salmon  ;  the  results  being  not  far  behind  those  of 
last  year,  which  were  reckoned  phenomenally 
good.  Out  of  Don  and  Deveron,  hundreds  of  fish 
were  taken  by  the  nets  working  below  the  dykes, 
which  not  a  single  fish  can  pass,  or  is  allowed  to 
pass,  during  the  spring  months. 


At  the  same  time  rod  fishing  commenced  on  all 
the  principle  rivers  from  the  Dee  north  to  the 
Brora  inclusive.  Generally  speaking,  the  weather 
did  not  look  bad,  and  the  water  was  all  right. 
Pew  fish,  however,  fell  to  the  rod — on  some  of 
the  important  and  larger  rivers  not  a  single  one. 
Before  Saturday  had  expired  a  very  cold  snap 
came  on,  to  be  followed  several  dajs  after  by  a 
violent  gale.  In  consequence,  even  where  they 
were  present  in  good  strength,  the  fish  were 
found  to  be  dour  to  rise,  as  they  always  are  when 
a  storm  is  brooding.  The  Dee,  as  usual,  opened 
best  of  the  lot,  but,  even  for  it,  the  opening  was 
a  failure,  only  the  poor  takes  of  three  fish  to  one 
rod  and  five  to  another  rod  being  the  best  re¬ 
corded  on  it  on  Saturday. 


Since  the  fishing  opened  there  has  been  fillings 
and  fallings  of  the  water  of  most  rivers,  and, 
owing  to  the  low  temperature,  flies  of  large  size 
for  the  season  have  been  required.  On  the  Dee 
and  the  Spey  splashing  with  the  gudgeon,  the 
Phantom,  and  the  minnow  has  been  going  on,  but 
so  far  with  no  greater  success  than  has  been 
achieved  by  using  the  fly. 


On  the  two  rivers  on  which  by  far  the  most  fish 
have  been  got  as  yet,  namel}^  Tay  and  Dee,  the 
best  killing  flies  are  reported  as  having  been — 
Nicholson,  Tay  Black  Dog,  Jock  Scott,  for  Tiiy  ; 
and  Dunt,  Whitewing,  Gordon,  and  Ackroid  for 
Dee. 


A  LOT  of  damage  was  done  to  the  sea  salmon 
nets  by  the  gale  of  Monday  night  and  Tuesday  on 
the  east  coast  of  Scotland.  The  Fishery  Board 
have  had  another  terribly  stormy  meeting  in 
Edinburgh.  Their  proceedings  have  kept  well  in 
touch  with  the  nature  of  the  weather  for  the  past 
few  days. 


FISHERIES  AND  SHOOTING 
EXHIBITION. 


The  Directors  of  the  Royal  Aquarium  have 
arranged  to  follow  up  their  highly  successful 
Yachting  Exhibition  with  a  display  of  all  matters 
connected  with  fishing  and  shooting.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  last  year  a  most  interesting 
piscatorial  exhibition  was  held  at  the  Aquarium, 
which  attracted  considerable  attention  amongst 
anglers.  It  is  intended  this  year  to  very  mate¬ 
rially  extend  the  scope  of  this  year’s  displav  and 
to  include  not  only  sea-fishing,  but  also  illus¬ 
trations  of  artificial  fish-rearing  and  farming; 
together  with  this,  space  will  be  found  for  the 
companion  sport  of  shooting.  The  names  of  a 
few  of  the  intending  exhibitors  will  be  found 
in  our  advertising  columns,  and  a  glance 
at  these  will  show  that  so  far  as  quality 
is  concerned  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
the  excellence  of  the  display.  We  also  under¬ 
stand  that  Mr.  Hoarder,  of  Plymouth,  will  make 
a  big  show,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  his  ex¬ 
ample  will  be  followed  by  our  other  deep  sea 
fishing  tackle  makers.  We  have  received  a  com¬ 
munication  from  the  Royal  Aquarium  directors 
to  the  effect  that  all  things  of  interest,  such  as 
stuffed  fish,  trophies,  models  of  harbours,  life¬ 
boats,  life-saving  apparatus,  &c.,  will  be  welcomed. 
If  the  fishing  and  shooting  people  will  only  re¬ 
spond  in  the  same  way  that  the  yachtsmen  have 
done,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  Fisheries  of  1893 
will  be  equal,  if  not  better,  than  the  display  of 
yachts,  &c.,  which  is  attracting  such  crowds  daily 
to  the  Aquarium.  We  should  strongly  recommend 
our  readers  not  to  delay,  but  to  secure  their 
spaces  at  once. 


Lord  Craven’s  Marriage. — The  contemplated 
marriage  of  Lord  Craven  with  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Bradley  Martin,  a  wealthy  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  but  resident  in  Scotland,  recalls 
some  romantic  associations  anent  the  Craven 
family.  The  Dowager  Lady  Craven  of  fifty-five 
years  and  less  ago,  was,  in  early  life,  a  noted 
actress ;  and  the  tradition  in  and  around  Newbury 
in  the  old  coaching  days  was,  rightly  or  otherwise, 
to  the  effect  that  that  estimable  lady  told  Lord 
Craven  that  the  way  to  her  bedchamber  was 
through  the  church  porch.  Her  daughter  married 
Sir  Frederick  Johnstone,  Bart ,  but  that  gentle¬ 
man  was,  unfortunately,  killed  while  riding  in  a 
steeplechase  in  Ireland,  even  before  Lady  John¬ 
stone  was  confined  of  twins — the  present  Sir 
Frederick  Johnstone,  Bart ,  and  his  brother,  Mr. 
Johnstone.  Probably  the  earliest  angling  trips 
of  the  young  boys  were  in  the  Hamstead  Marshall 
and  Enborne  fisheries.  Their  grandmother,  the 
Dowager-Countess  Craven,  already  alluded  to, 
lived  at  Hamstead  Marshall  for  years,  and  obtained 
from  Newbury  most  all  the  new  toys  with  which 
to  amuse  her  young  grandsons.  Benham  House 
is  associated  with  the  name  of  a  Lidy  Craven  who 
became  Margravine  of  Auspach.  The  mention  of 
Fulwar  Craven  recalls  to  the  mind  of  the  writer 
when  that  gentleman  of  the  old  school  would 
come  out  of  Forster’s  Chequers’  Hotel,  at  Speen- 
hamland,  to  see  the  “Beaufort”  fast  four-horse 
coach  rattle  up  for  a  twenty  minutes’  snack  (and 
then  go  off,  as  handsome  as  could  anywhere  else 
be  seen),  going  off  in  a  swinging  trot  towards 
Reading  railway  station,  and  return  along  the 
famous  macadamised  road  to  Bath.  There  wei’e 
Two  Macs  in  those  days — MacAdam  and  Mac¬ 
intosh.  Dressed  in  a  plum-coloured  coat,  some¬ 
thing  like  a  shooting  jacket,  with  an  open  vest, 
showing  plenty  of  “front”  beneath  the  red  silk 
neckerchief,  tied  loosely  around  his  neck,  his 
black  whiskers  cut  mutton-chop  shape,  and  a 
biggish  collar,  and  drab  “small  clothes,”  Fulwar 
Craven  was  a  fret^uent  visitor  to  Newbury  and 
neighbeurheod,  in  days  when  the  Ashdown  hares 
tried  the  stamina  of  the  fastest  greyhounds,  and 
when  at  svivan  Russley,  with  its  large  rookeiy, 
lived  old  IMr.  John  Williams.  That  famous  Greek 
scholar.  Dr.  Meyrick,  kept  a  school  for  gentle¬ 
men’s  sons  at  Ramsbury,  and  his  son,  the 
Rev.  Frederick  Meyrick,  persistently  fly-fished 
stretches  of  the  Lambourne  many  years  ago.  The 
Lords  of  Craven  have  always  been  identified  with 
Newbury  in  past  days  ;  and  to  show  the  hold 
which  coaching  has  had  upon  some,  who,  in  their 
“  Curley”  days,  handled  the  “ribbons”  for  a  few 
stages,  it  might  be  mentioned  that  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort  rode  on  horseback  a  goodish 
distance  eastward  along  the  old  Road,  and 
turned  his  horse’s  head  towards  Pangbourno, 
where  his  grace  dismounted. — W.  F. 

The  Power  op  Modern  Anglers. — The  Thames 
Conservancy,  in  promptly  withdrawing  the  hated 
powers  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  riparians, 
have  bowed  to  public  opinion  as  expressed  in  the 
chief  angling  journals.  It  really  reads  like  a 
huge  joke  of  some  wag,  determined  to  stir  up 
strife,  when  a  special  license  was  claimed  by  the 
riparian  proprietors  to  net  fish  out  of  the  Thames 
ad.  lib.,  as  well  as  to  set  night  lines  ostensibly 
for  catching  eels,  when  withy  traps  are  far  more 
efficient  for  that  purpose.  Still,  the  all-round 
indignation  which  the  proposed  powers  to  the 
owners  of  land  on  either  side  of  the  river  has 
evoked  will  have  done  marked  good,  because  no 
more  attempts  to  curtail  or  to  interfere  with  the 
reasonable  claims  of  the  angling  associations  and 
club  men,  and  even  humble  bank  anglers,  will  be 
attempted  in  the  direction  named.  The  sporting 
riparian  should,  indeed,  feel  grateful  that  he  is 
enabled  to  angle  for  trout  especially  in  his 
stretch,  which  splendid  fish  had  been  preserved, 
if  not  actually  placed  in  the  Thames  for  himself 
or  any  fair  angler  to  attempt  to  capture  in  the 
season  in  fair  sportsmanlike  manner.  The 
wonder  is  that  the  majority  of  the  conservancy 
ever  seriously  put  forth  such  claims,  which 
carried  their  own  condemnation.  Any  man  who, 
in  these  days,  covets  a  Thames  trout  other  than 
by  rod  and  line  and  no  lobworm  on  his  hook, 
will  have  received  a  salutary  check,  including  the 
possible  wag  who  ridiculed  the  action  of  sport- 
loving  anglers,  who,  he  perhaps  said — 

When  they  caught  a  trout  in  very  fine  fettle. 

Clapped  into  a  case  what  was  meant  for  the  kettle. 

Rusticus. 
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FAIMOUS  FISHERMEN, 


JAMES  GRANT. 


The  following  particulars,  sent  ns  by  that  vete¬ 
ran  sportsman-born  angler — the  crack  hand  of 
the  Spey — James  Grant,  tackle  maker, Grantown, 
locally  and  familiarly  known  as  “Jamie  Dyer” 
or  the  “Young  Dyer,”  will,  we  are  quite  sure,  be 
read  with  great  interest  by  all,  and  more  especi¬ 
ally  those  that  have  fished  for  saumon  in  Scotland 
“  in  the  good  old  times  of  fifty  years  ago.”  Jamie 
is  a  man  of  mettle  who,  notwithstanding  his  years, 
is  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  ready  as  ever  to  go 
out  to  the  fishing  with  his  patrons  when  called 
upon.  He  is  shrewd,  intelligent,  and  highly 
observant,  hence  his  great  angling  skill  and  fame. 
He  lias  had  a  fine  innings  of  it — such  as  most  of 
us  might  well  envy — but  like  all  others  who 
have  proved  grand  stayers  he  sorely 
laments  the  sadly  degenerate  angling  , 

days  upon  which  we  have  now  fallen. 


“  Nearly  all  the  old  sportsmen  fishers  of  my 
young  days  that  came  of  the  native  stock  have 
died  out  years  ago.  One  of  the  best  old  Spey 
fishers  was  my  father,  William  Grant,  or  “Dyer,” 
who  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  crack  switcher. 
He  was  born  on  Aug.  12, 1784.  He  died  about 
eighteen  years  ago  and  had  reached  the  age  of 
ninety.  His  greatest  capture  to  my  knowledge 
was  nine  salmon  in  one  day.  In  those  days  we 
had  no  wood  for  our  rods  except  home-grown  ash, 
which  has  a  very  poor  spring.  The  length  of  our 
rods  were  from  18ft.  to  19ft.,  the  butt  filling  the 
hand,  and  all  one  piece.  We  had  large  woodmi 
reels,  which  we  made  ourselves,  Gin.  long  and  4in. 
deep  ;  bur  hooks  were  dressed  on  hair  (from  six  to 
twelve  hairs),  casts  equally  stout,  as  likewise  the 
reel-lines,  which  were  made  by  the  herd  boys  and 
sold  by  them  at  lid.  per  yard.  AVe  were  all 
switchers.  I  can  throw  ten  yards  more  with  a 


.\othing,  notwithstanding,  can  even 


they  are  come  upon  by  the  netters  and  all  cleaned 
out.  AYhat  I  say  is  this,  that  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  stock  of  breeders,  and  also  give  good  sport  to 
gentlemen,  the  Duke’s  nets  should  not,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  close  time  on  Saturday 
night,  be  on  again  until  Wednesday  morning. 

“  In  this  district  I  have  been  favoured  with  days’ 
fishing  now  and  again  on  private  waters,  and 
have  taken  as  many  as  seven  fish  at  one  outing. 
The  fish  are  getting  scarcer  and  scarcer.  I  now 
frequently  fish  over  the  same  water  and  not 
“  start  ”  one.  The  terrible  netting  of  the  Duke 
is  Simply  ruining  the  Spey.  To  what  a  sad  pass 
have  matters  piscatorial  come.  Once  on  a  time 
there  were  fish  in  spring — ay,  plenty  of  them — to 
make  us  forget  all  considerations  of  discomfort 
in  our  enthusiasm  for  the  sport.  Along  with 
others,  I  remember  having  often  fished  barefoot, 
when  the  weather  was  so  frosty  early  in  the 
spring  that  we  could  not  stand  on  the 
top  of  the  stones  for  ice.  Old  as  I  am, 
I  can  still  fish  about  as  well  as  ever  1 
did,  make  a  rod,  and  dress  a  fly.” 


yet  “  baud  him  away  ”  from  the  fisli- 
ing,  of  which  he  is  passio7iately  fond. 
Jamie,  it  may  be  mentioned,  has  been 
a  widower  once — twice  if  our  infor¬ 
mation  is  correct — but  from  still 
feeling  gay  and  youthful  he  elected 
some  years  since  to  again  enter  the 
married  state,  and  now  he  pats  on 
the  head  a  bonnie  wee  bairn,  and  tells 
the  stranger  with  all  a  father’s  pride, 
“  This  is  my  latest.”  Many  more 
days  and  much  felicity  to  you  yet, 
Jamie,  say  we  all. 

“  1  have  pleasure  in  complying  with 
3’our  request  to  furnish  particulars 
of  some  of  my  salmon  and  trout- fish¬ 
ing  exploits  on  the  Spey. 

I  was  born  on  April  27,  1812,  and 
am,  therefore,  now  nearly  eighty-one 
years  old.  When  a  lad  of  only  ten 
I  began  to  fish  for  trout,  which  were 
then  very  plentiful,  and  readily  took 
a  small  red  fly  tied  on  three  white 
horsehairs.  The  reel  lines  were  also 
of  hair,  and  in  those  olden  times  and 
for  long  after  we  never  saw  gut  or 
fishing  trousers.  My  largest  takes 
of  trout  have  been  from  ten  to  fifteen 
dozen  in  one  day,  most  of  them  weigh¬ 
ing  from  Rb.  to  41b.  Nowadays  tbe 


trout  are  verj’  few  and  small.  My 
first  salmon  was  taken  in  1829,  when  1 
was  only  seventeen  years  old,  though 
before  that  time  I  had  landed  a  good 
number  of  grilse  and  sea-trout,  which 
were  then  very  numerous,  and  of 
which  together  I  once  took  nine  in  a 
day.  I  have  “started”  as  many  as 
twenty-five  salmon  in  one  day,  bring¬ 
ing  twelve  of  them  to  bank,  but  now 
1  cannot  get  the  same  number  in  a 
whole  season.  I  have  hooked  eleven 
salmon  in  a  day,  and  out  of  that 
number  taken  ten,  which  I  think  is 
the  record  big  take  that  does  me 
most  credit.  AVith  a  two-piece  18ft. 

Spey  rod,  greenheart  butt  and  lance- 
wood  top,  of  my  own  make,  I  am  still 
able  to  cast  about  forty  jmrds.  I  like 
fly-fishing  best,  and  1  also  prefer 
switching  to  any  other  style  of  put¬ 
ting  out  a  line,  as  I  can  do  it  so  well 
among  biishes.  I  can  cast  a  long 
line  overhead,  yet  by  switching  I 
can  cast  farther.  IVly  favourite  Spey  flies  are 
Orange  Bodies,  Yellow,  Purple,  and  Black  Kings, 
the  Lady  Caroline,  and  the  Earl  of  March.  I 
have  invented  two  flies  myself — Fancy  and 
Common  Grant — which  ai-e  very  deadly  and  do  for 
any  season.  I  take  fish  with  Spey  flies  when  they 
will  not  look  at  the  fancy  ones.  Frequently, 
however,  1  have  “  started  ”  fish  with  fancy  flies 
when  they  would  not  come  up  to  the  Spey 
patterns,  and  as  frequently  I  have  taken  them 
with  the  Spej'  patterns  after  they  had  “  started  ” 
to  the  fancy  flies  but  failed  to  snap  them.  I 
prefer  the  above-named  lot  of  flies  to  all  the 
fancy  flies  I  have  ever  fished  with.  I  have  run  a 
fish  400  yards,  and,  as  far  as  1  can  remember,  the 
longest  time  1  ever  took  to  land  one  was  two 
hours.  I  do  not  recollect  of  ever  having  killed  a 
salmon  of  above  JOlb.  "  i 


JAMES  GRANT. 


Spey  rod  of  10ft.  of  my  own  make,  greenheart 
butt  and  lancewood  top,  two  pieces,  spliced  or 
ferruled,  than  I  did  with  the  old  Spey  rods  of  the 
same  dimensions,  which  were  about  twice  the 
weight.  If  we  had  had  the  tackle  then  which  we 
have  now,  I  don’t  know  what  we  should  have 
done.  Then  there  were  ten  fish  of  all  sorts  for 
every  one  we  have  now,  and  in  those  days  anglers 
numbered  not  one- tenth  of  their  present  strength. 

“  The  fish  have  now  grown  very  shy.  I  believe  a 
reason  for  this  is,  that  very  many  of  them  get 
pricked  ere  thej'  reach  our  very  inland  part  of  the 
river,  and  also  the  netting  is  much  to  blame,  the 
river  being  very  much  over-netted  at  the  mouth. 
AV'e  have  a  thirty-six  hours  free  pass  on  the  Spey, 
from  Saturday  night  to  Afonday  morning,  which 
is  really  a  perfect  sham.  Before  the  fish  reach 
the  Duke’s  upper  nets  on  the  Monday  morning. 


ilD  7^ 


GaAYLiNf;  IN  THE  Itchen. — There 
often  arises  a  discussion  as  to  whether 
grayling  work  up  or  down  a  river,  and 
as  facts  on  such  a  subject  are  worth 
more  than  theory,  it  may  be  worth 
while  mentioning  what  the  grayling  in 
the  Itchen  have  done  in  this  respect. 
Grayling  in  the  southern  rivers  are 
somewhat  different  to  their  relatives 
in  the  north.  The  southern  grayling 
run  larger  and  do  not  pervade  the 
whole  river,  but  are  found  only  in 
specific  localities.  Grayling,  as  I  have 
been  told  by  gentlemen  who  know, 
were  first  placed  in  the  Itchen  by  Sir 
Frederick  Bathurst,  ivho  was  then 
living  near  Salisbury,  and  he  brought 
them  up  from  thence  and  placed  them 
in  the  water  at  Brambridge,  then 
owned  by  his  father-in-law,  and  lately' 
by  Sir  Thos.  Fairbairn.  This  was 
somewhere  about  1820.  Brambridge  is 
about  half-way  between  Twyford  and 
Bishopstoke,  being  about  three  miles 
distant  (by  water)  from  both.  Now, 
and  as  long  as  I  can  remember — nearl3' 
half  a  century — the  grayling  are  to  be 
found  all  the  way  from  the  hatch  in 
the  old  river  just  above  Twyford 
Church  down  to  above  half  a  mile  or  so 
below  the  road  crossing  the  meadows 
at  Bishopstoke ;  that  is  to  say,  they  are 
to  be  found  in  a  space  of  six  or  seven 
miles  of  the  water,  Brambridge,  where 
they  were  originally  put  in,  being  abou  t 
the  centre  of  it.  So  far  as  I  can  judge 
there  was  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  have  gone  up  to  Alresford  at  the 
top,  or  down  to  the  sea  at  Stoneham, 
had  they  been  so  inclined,  but  they  did 
not.  Moreover,  it  should  be  noticed 
that,  although  not  gregarious,  the3' 
are  as  it  were  assembled  together  in 
spots,  and  anyone  knowing  the  water 
can  find  them,  although  a  stray  one  or 
two  may  be  found  all  about  the  water 
indicated.  Again,  although  the  gray¬ 
ling  went  up  the  old  river  to  Twyford 
Church,  as  above  mentioned,  they  did 
not  go  so  far  up  the  canal,  as  I  never 
heard  of  one  above  the  fourth  lock  on 
the  canal,  which  is  about  two  miles 
below  Twyford  Church.  At  the  pre¬ 


sent  time  they  could  not  get  up  the  canal,  as  the  lock 
is  built  up — as  several  of  the  locks  are — but  years 
ago  it  and  the  others  were  all  equally  open.  Oray- 
ling  prefersome  streams  to  others,  and  I  fancy  they 
like  to  have  reasonable  access  to  shallows  andquick 
water.  Certainly  there  are  some  sluggish  streams 
coming  into  this  water  where  there  are  no  shallows, 
and  you  do  not  find  grayling  in  them.  The  largest 
owner  on  this  water  has  of  late  years  set  his  face 
against  grayling,  in  the  belief  that  they  are  antago- 
nisticto  trout,  andare  not  so  well  worth  preserving, 
in  both  of  which  ideas  I  have  the  misfortune  to 
differ  from  him.  I  know  that  in  former  years  1 
used  to  catch  lots  of  gra3'ling  and  trout  in  the 
same  water,  and  the3'  seemed  to  me  both  to  be 
more  plentiful  then  than  they  now  are ;  and  as 
for  sport,  commend  mo  to  a  good  Itchen  grayling 
of  about  1  Jib.  or  21b. — Civis,  in  The  Field. 
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“  ’Tia  not  to  bo  uneftioned  but  that  it  is  an  art,  and 
an  art  worth  your  learning  :  the  (lueftion  will  rather  be 
whether  you  be  capable  of  learning  it?  For  he  that 
learns  it,  muft  not  onely  bring  an  enquiring,  fearching 
and  difcerning  wit,  but  he  muft  bring  alfo  that  'patience 
you  talk  of,  and  a  love  and  propenfity  to  the  art  itfelf  : 
birt  having  once  got  and  practifed  it,  then  doubt  not  but 
the  art  will  (both  for  the  pleafure  and  profit  of  it)  prove 
like  rertue,  a  ren'nrd  to  itfelf.”- — Izaak  Walton. 


I  PROMISED  last  week  to  make  some  inquiries 
respecting  the  costs  and  procedure  involved  in 
opposing  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws  before 
the  Privy  Council.  I  hope  that  the  necessity  for 
such  opposition  will  not  arise.  I  am  informed 
that  the  proper  course  is  merely  to  address  a 
petition  to  the  “  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty 
in  Council,”  and  send  it,  or  deliver  it,  to  the^ 
clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  Whitehall.  The 
office  is  just  beyond  the  Horse  Guards.  I  further 
understand  that  there  are  no  fees  pa3-able  to  the 
Privy  Council  Office,  so  the  opposition  would 
seem  a  simple  matter.  The  petition  should,  of 
course,  contain  the  grounds  for  the  objection 
made  to  any  of  the  bye-laws,  and  should  be 
signed  by  the  petitioners. 


I  HOPE,  as  I  have  said,  that  there  will  be  no 
occasion  for  a  petition,  but  if  the  occasion  does 
arise  I  would  impress  upon  Thames  anglers  the 
necessity  for  combined  action.  It  would  be 
worse  than  useless  for  one  society  of  anglers  to 
oppose  one  thing  and  another  society  another. 
Union  is  force.  Some  day  there  will  be  one  large 
anglers’  association  for  the  South  of  England. 
The  voice  of  such  an  association  could  make 
itself  heard  with  some  effect.  At  present  the 
various  clubs  and  associations  are  certain  to 
differ  over  unimportant  matters  of  detail,  and 
those  in  authority  of  course  take  the  advantage 
of  such  small  differences  of  opinion  to  do  nothing. 
One  of  the  up-river  associations  is  now  holding 
aloof  from  a  combination  of  the  societies  which 
has  to  a  certain  extent  been  arranged.  I  mean  a 
combination  for  consultation  and  action  in  times 
when  the  welfare  of  the  fisheries  are  threatened. 
One  society  by  itself  has  no  influence  with  the 
conservators  or  anj’one  else.  Combined  action  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  effect  anything  nowa¬ 
days.  _ 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  kindly  sends  me  a  copy  of  his 
“  Foreign  Reminiscences  of  an  Old  Angler,”  a 
pamphlet  which  was  recently  published  by  the 
Piscatorial  Society.  It  is  most  interesting  read¬ 
ing.  The  first  few  pages  might  have  come  out  of 
a  work  by  Defoe.  There  are  stories  of  pike, 
perch,  giant  wels  {Silnrus  gJanis),  the  taking  of 
a  Rhine  salmon  below  the  Palis  of  Schaff  hausen, 
and  a  fire  rise  taken  out  of  a  German  Customs 
House  officer  by  means  of  a  tin  of  gentles.  Mr. 
Sachs  thinks  that  the  Danube  salmon,  or  huchen 
(Salmo  Imcho),  would  thrive  in  the  Thames  or 
some  of  its  larger  tributaries.  The  small  fish 
are  taken  with  rough  flies,  the  larger  ones  with 
spinning  baits.  They  are  fresh-water  fish, 
spawning  in  March,  are  not  so  destructive  as, 
and  are  better  eating  than  pike.  There  is  a 
splendid  specimen  of  this  fish  in  the  Fly-Fishers’ 
Club.  It  is  worth  becoming  a  member  to  sit  in 
the  same  room  with  it. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  whatever  is  decided  upon 
respecting  the  supply  of  water  for  London,  the 
Thames,  Lee,  and  other  rivers  will  be  left  un¬ 
touched.  A  commission  which  inquired  into  the 
subject  in  1869,  reported  that  the  immense  area 
of  chalk  to  the  east  and  south  of  London  con¬ 
tained  enormous  quantities  of  pure  water.  A 
commission  which  sat  a  few  years  later  confirmed 
this  report.  Water  from  the  chalk  is  the  purest 
that  can  be  obtained.  I  remember  years  ago 
seeing  the  report  of  an  analyst  on  the  water 
taken  from  wells  sunk  by  the  Caterham  Water 
Works  Company,  among  the  Surrey  Hills.  The 
water  was  found  to  be  purer  than  any  in  England, 
with  the  exception  of  that  coming  from  Loch 
Katrine,  or  the  Caterham  water  was  equal  to  that 
water — I  forget  which.  The  many  diseases  which 
are  continued  by  bad  water,  would  almost  cease 
to  be  known  in  London  and  the  suburbs  if  the 


drinking  water  was  taken  from  the  chalk.  But 
I  need  hardly  tell  anglers  that  many  rivers,  not 
excepting  the  Thames  and  its  tributaries,  are  fed 
in  a  great  measure  from  springs  rising  out  of 
the  chalk.  Care  would  have  to  he  taken  that  the 
districts  where  such  river-feeding  springs  rose, 
were  not  tapped  for  the  London  supply. 


So.ME  time  ago  Mr.  James  Merries  contributed 
a  series  of  valuable  articles  on  the  Solway  Firth 
and  its  salmon  fishery  laws  to  the  columns  of 
the  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Courier  <md  Herald, 
These  have  now  been  reprinted,  along  with  a 
capital  map  of  the  Firth  and  the  surrounding 
country  on  the  liberal  scale,  or  two  inches  to  the 
mile,  and  there  is  a  table  of  contents,  exhaustive, 
but  hardly  taking  the  place  of  the  always  neces¬ 
sary  index.  One  side  of  the  Firth  the  fishing  is 
governed  by  English  laws,  on  the  other  by  Scotch 
laws.  The  result  is  confusion.  This  book  will 
pave  the  way  for  legislation  which  is  sorely 
needed. 


The  sculpture  of  fish  was  well  understood  by 
the  ancient  Egyptians.  In  the  great  temple 
Queen  Hatesu  built  at  Deir-el-Bahari,  opposite 
Thebes,  are  some  marvellous  bas-reliefs,  in  which 
are  shown  many  of  the  fish  found  in  the  Red  Sea 
at  the  present  day.  At  least,  persons  acquainted 
with  those  fishes  (I  am  not)  say  that  the  carvings 
are  so  true  to  nature  as  to  be  identified  without 
difficulty.  The  sole  is  actually  given  one  eye 
larger  than  the  other. 


Among  the  many  protests  which  have  reached 
the  Thames  Conservators  respecting  the  bye-laws 
is  a  strongly  worded  one  from  the  netsmen  of  the 
estuary,  who,  among  other  things,  object  to  be 
restricted  from  slaying  immature  soles.  Where 
no  riparian  influence  comes  in  the  conservators 
seem  anxious  to  do  what  they  can  to  preserve  fish. 
It  is  almost  comical  to  find  them  altering  the 
mesh  of  nets  in  the  estuary  in  favour  of  the  fish, 
while  they  are  making  it  smaller  in  the  upper 
river  to  please  people  who  really  care  nothing 
about  the  condition  of  the  fisheries.  Templar. 


CotrtsponUcncE 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“  One  of  the  char-ms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

CRAYFISHING. 

Sir, — Mr.  F.  C.  White,  of  Hammersmith,  took 
time  by  the  forelock  when  he  inquired  if  there 
was  any  crayfishing  to  be  got  within  twenty 
miles  of  London.  That  is  a  rather  limited  area. 
People  rarely  value  anything  sufficiently  until 
they  have  lost  it.  Many  arc  anxious,  however,  to 
restore  these  interesting  crustaceans  to  the  rivers 
and  streams  of  the  south  of  England.  If  the 
above  gentleman  advertised  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  about  next  August,  he  might  perhaps  be 
accommodated,  at  a  price ;  but  hardly  so  near 
London  as  twenty  miles.  If  Mr.  White  should 
wish  to  know  further,  or,  at  least,  hoio  to  catch 
the  crayfish  in  nets  at  night,  in  a  beautiful  time 
of  year,  he  should  refer  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
last  August. — I  am,  sir,  your  old  scribe, 

Rusticds. 


IS  IT  TRUE. 3 

Sir, — It  has  been  said  that  the  riparians  in 
the  Thames  Valley  have  secured  from  the  Hon. 
Board  of  Conservators  the  right  to  net  or  drag 
the  water.  Each  “riparian”  claims  to  have  a 
right  of  fishing.  If  such  be  the  fact,  the  said 
landowners  and  coal-shed  people  will  be  simply 
reaping  what  others  have  sown  and  preserved. 
A  strange  kind  of  morality  this.  Old  Hand. 


POSITION  OP  THE  REEL  ON  THE  ROD. 

Dear  Sir, — This  subject  has  always  been  a  pet 
“  fad  ”  of  mine ;  I  read  with  much  pleasure  the 
remarks  under  “Notes  and  Queries”  in  your 
issue  of  the  4th  inst. 

I  am  a  right-handed  man,  but  for  some  years 
have  used  my  winch  under  the  rod  with  handles 
to  the  left ;  and  always  wind  with  the  left  hand. 


I  find  this  system  invaluable  for  the  following 
reasons ; — > 

1st.  The  rod  is  grasped  by  the  right  hand. 

■2nd.  The  right  hand  controls  the  rod  naturally, 
while  the  left  does  not. 

3rd.  The  right  hand  instinctively  tells  to  a 
nicety  the  strain  exerted,  as  it  is  accustomed  to 
the  weight,  throwing  the  bait,  &c. 

4th.  The  rod  never  changes  hands  when  a  fish 
is  hooked ;  there  is  no  flurry  at  the  'niost  critical 
time,  viz.,  the  first  rush  of  a  heavy  fish. 

5th.  The  fingers  of  the  left  hand  continuall}' 
regulate  the  winch,  and  there  is  no  slack  line. 

These  remarks  apply  chiefly  to  Thames  trout- 
ing ;  but  I  have  found  the  same  system  of 
handling  a  winch  equally  useful  in  roach  fishing, 
long  corking,  ledgering,  Ac.  Many  men  toll  me 
they  cannot  wind  fast  with  the  left  hand  ;  this  is 
simply  a  matter  of  habit,  and  can  be  practised  in 
a  room  with  just  the  butt  and  winch.  I  found  it 
awkward  at  first,  but  could  soon  wind  as  fast 
with  my  left  hand  as  with  my  right,  and  want 
other  anglers  to  try  it ;  those  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  do  so  will  soon  appreciate  the  differ¬ 
ence,  it  is  simply  wonderful  how  the  pleasure  of 
playing  a  fish  is  increased,  you  feel  ready  for  anj' 
sudden  emergency  and  confident  of  the  result. 
Every  man  has  his  own  style  of  fishing,  but  I  am 
sure  that  they  who  use  the  left  hand  for  the 
winch  will  heartily  endorse  my  remarks  as  to  the 
efficacy  of  the  plan. — Faithfully  yours, 

Weybridge.  Ciiarle.s  H.  Wiieeley. 


A  DISCLAIMER. 

Sir, — The  letter  published  in  your  “Corre¬ 
spondence  ”  columns  on  Feb.  4,  headed  “  A 
Disclaimer,”  and  signed  by  R.  Collins,  was  prac¬ 
tically  a  denial  of  Collins’  own  words,  inasmuch 
as  the  report  of  his  basket  of  six  jack  weighing 
13jlb.  was  given  by  himself  to  the  river-keeper 
employed  by  the  Henley  and  District  Fisheries 
Preservation  Association,  who  supplies  me  with 
weekly  details  of  sport  had  by  local  and  visiting 
anglers — many  of  the  takes  come  under  my  per¬ 
sonal  notice. 

It  would  not  be  to  my  interest,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  to  send  incorrect  reports  to  your  “  News 
from  Rivers”  columns.  My  only  object  in  sup¬ 
plying  notes  are  :  (1)  To  attract  the  attention  of 
anglers  to  the  well-stocked  condition  of  the 
Henley  and  District  waters,  and  assist  in  securing 
their  patronage  to  the  local  professional  fisher¬ 
men,  who  all  know  the  waters,  and  thoroughly 
understand  their  work. 

(2)  My  personal  love  of  the  sport  is  an  induce¬ 
ment  to  assist,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  in  its 
advancement. 

I  consider  22  or  24  inches  quite  low  enough  for 
the  retainable  size  of  a  Thames  pike ;  and  the 
adoption  of  either  measurement  would  certainly 
render  it  impossible,  except  with  very  poor  fish, 
to  make  a  basket  of  “  six  jack  weighing  ]3flb.” — 
Yours  obediently,  A.  E.  Hobbs. 


FISHING  -ON  THE  CAM. 

Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  if 
there  is  any  Sunday  fishing  to  be  had  on  the  Cam 
free  or  bj’  payment? — Yours  truly, 

Cyrrinus  Leuciscus. 


THE  HENSHALL  Y"AN  ANTWERP  REEL. 

Sir, — Will  you  please  state  in  next  issue  of 
Fishing  Gazette,  if  the  reel,  “  Henshall  Van 
Antwerp,”  can  be  obtained  in  this  country,  and 
oblige? — Yours  truly.  3.  C. 

Matlock. 

[It  is  not  to  be  had  in  this  country,  but  could 
be  obtained,  doubtless,  from  Mr.  Chubb,  fishing 
tackle  maker.  Post  Mills,  Vermont,  U.S.A. — Ed.] 


TROUT  PISHING  IN  TRIBUTARIES  OF 
THE  RHINE. 

Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  wlere 
good  trout  fishing  (fly)  is  to  be  obtained  in  the 
tributaries  of  the  Rhine  between,  say,  Cologne 
and  Coblentz,  preferably  nearer  Cologne  ? 

YMrtex. 

[When  we  were  in  Germany  in  1866,  we  could 
find  no  decent  trout  fishing  in  any  of  the  tribu¬ 
taries  of  the  Rhine  below  Mayence  ;  the  fish  were 
few  and  far  between.  We  believe  that  things 
have  improved  since  then,  but  not  much.  We 
hope  Herr  Max  v.  d.  Borne,  the  great  German 
fishing  authority,  will  reply  to  this  query. — Ed  ] 
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INCHNADAMPH, 


Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  other  day  I  sent  you 
some  photographs  of  Lairg  and  Inchnadamph. 
It  occurs  to  me  that  you  may  like  to  have 
a  short  account  of  the  place  with  so  quaint  a 
name.  ,I  also  send  a  photo  of  the  River  Oykell, 
just  above  Oykell  Bridge.  Mr.  Wm.  Black, 
Mr.  Andrew  Lang,  and  you,  know  the  Oykell 
well. 

Inchnadamph  is  about  fourteen  miles  from 
Loch  Inver,  a  delightfully  situated  village  on  the 
margin  of  a  sea  loch  of  the  same  name,  where  the 
rivers  Inver  and  Kirkaig  run  into  the  sea.  The 
fishing  in  both  rivers  is  very  good,  and  by  stay¬ 
ing  at  the  hotel,  one  soon  finds  the  drift  of 
things.  Fishing  may  be  had  in  the  rivers  by 
payment,  and  in  the  numerous  lochs  free.  On  a 
good  day,  a  decent  fisher  should  get  his  two  or 
three  fish,  and  in  the  lochs  from  three  to  five 
dozen  trout. 

You  can  reach  Loch  Inver  in  one  of  David 
MacBrayne’s  fine  steamers  from  Glasgow,  stay 
there  a  few  days,  and  on  to  Inchnadamph  by  the 
mail.  Such  a  drive !  The  road  runs  close  to 
the  river  Inver,  past  lovely  shallow  reaches,  fine 


Soon  we  pass  the  headland  on  which  is  situated 
the  old  castle  of  Ardvreck.  One  would  like  to 
build  a  house  there  and  live  in  it — occasionally  ! 

At  last  we  reach  the  favourite  haunts  that 
many  of  us  know  and  love  so  well.  Off  the  “  sunk 
rock  ”  did  we  not  kill  a  9|lb.  trout  with  a  small 
Jock  Scott  ?  In  that  little  bay  under  the  road 
there  we  killed  four  grilse  in  about  an  hour  one 
afternoon ! 

But  Willie  puts  on  a  spurt;  we  are  passing 
Johnnie  Munro  the  keeper’s  cottage,  the  pathetic 
little  kirk,  and  the  school-house.  Over  the 
bridge  we  go,  the  Traligill  rushing  beneath, 
then  sharp  round  to  the  left,  and  there  we 
are,  with  a  hearty  welcome  at  the  end  of  our 
journey. 

But  there  is  another  and  more  usual  route  to 
Inchnadamph,  viz.,  by  rail  to  Lairg,  thence  by 
mail,  a  splendid  drive  of  thirty-six  miles  through 
Sutherlandshire.  Yes,  it  is  a  longish  journey, 
but  well  worth  it ;  such  an  utter  change  to  the 
worker  in  towns.  It  is/ree  up  here,  nearly  forty 
miles  from  a  railway,  and  there  are  splendid  hills 
all  round  us — Ben  More,  Canisp,  Quinaig,  and 
others — the  noble  loch  close  to  the  cosie  hotel, 
delightful  sparkling  streams  and  burns  full  of 
trout,  little  Loch  Awe  four  miles  oft',  with  as 


West  of  England,  .an  old  Oxonian,  and,  in  his 
day,  a  famous  athlete  and  oarsman,  of  whom  the 
headmaster  of  a  large  public  school  exclaimed 
to  us  one  day,  “  I  have  a  great  respect  for 
him ;  he  played  Rugby  football  after  he  was 
fifty !  ”  He  rather  scorns  the  loch,  but  can’t 
he  just  fish  the  streams  with  his  little  9-ft. 
Hardy  ! 

Then  there  is  the  General,  keen  as  ever,  and 
who  takes  a  deal  to  beat ;  and  there  is  a  coterie  of 
friends  with  old  University  and  public  school  ties, 
who  read,  and  fish,  and  paint,  and  explore.  We 
are  all  jolly  and  happy  together,  taking  in  fresh 
health  and  strength  and  spirits  to  carry  us  on 
through  the  year. 

Nearly  every  day  we  see  the  red  deer,  and  the 
eagle — and  peregrines — and  the  black-throated 
and  red-throated  divers,  and  many  strange 
birds.  Up  in  the  limestone  hills  there  are  rare 
ferns  and  plants,  and  it  is  the  most  interesting 
and  bewildering  place  in  the  kingdom  for  the 
geologist. 

Perhaps  what  we  enjoy  as  much  as  anything,  is 
sitting  out  on  the  old  long  rod-box  seat  after 
dinner,  and  watching  the  sunsets.  They  are 
often  grand ;  and  we  chat,  and  smoke  quietly, 
and  look  out  at  the  wonderful  effects  of  cloud 


deep  pools,  eddies  and  swirls.  Often  the  trout  I 
are  rising  like  mad,  and  in  some  of  the  big  pools  , 
you  are  almost  certain  to  see  a  fish  or  two  j 
plunge,  with  the  unmistakable  sign-royal  of  ' 
Salmo  salar.  ! 

The  writer  has  never  fished  the  lower  half  of  I 
the  river,  but  only  the  upper  waters,  those 
nearest  to  Loch  Assynt,  whence  the  river  flows. 
The  best  pools  in  the  upper  half  of  the  river  are 
Garve,  na  Neaskey,  Black  Pool,  Minister’s  Pool, 
Bridge  Pool,  Upper  and  Lower  Grassy  Pools,  and 
the  Deer  Pool ;  and  there  are  many  other  “  lies  ” 
that  hold  fish.  The  narrows  are  first-rate,  though  I 
awkward  to  fish,  and  there  are  small  pools  I 
between  the  rapid  runs — the  Black  Pool  best  of 
all,  perhaps. 

But  we  can’t  stay  by  the  river  en  route  ;  Willie, 
the  driver,  won’t  wait,  and  we  soon  come  to  Loch 
Assynt,  a  noble  expanse  of  water,  eight  or  nine 
miles  long,  and,  in  many  places,  a  mile  or  more 
wide.  We  skirt  the  loch  as  we  drive  through 
bonnie  birken  woods,  past  the  keeper’s  cottage, 
and  then  Mr.  Whitbread’s  fine  shooting-lodge,  on 
to  mid-Assynt — fine  trouting  water,  with  many 
pretty  islands. 


good  fishing  as  one  could  wish  in  the  best 
months,  and  later  in  the  season  a  very  good 
chance  of  a  salmon  or  grilse.  The  writer  has  had 
several. 

Then  the  hill  lochs  are  often  very  good.  Shall 
we  ever  forget  those  splendid  tramps  to  reach 
them  ?  and  did  we  not,  one  memorable  day,  in 
that  wee  Loch  get  three  grand,  short,  thick  fellows 
that  weighed  over  101b.  ?  And  our  ghillies,  what 
good  fellows  they  are  !  How  they  do  their  best 
to  show  us  sport,  and  how  keen  they  are. 
Even  now  I  see  Johnnie  McLeod  watching 
every  cast,  and  when  there’s  a  rise,  “  That’s 
him !  ” 

How  delighted  he  is  if  we  take  the  river  for  a 
few  days ;  but  what  a  tyrant  he  is,  and  how  he 
makes  us  fish  every  inch  of  likely  water.  How 
proud  he  is  if  we  come  back  with  three  or  four 
fish,  and  how  deftly  he  packs  them  up  in  the 
evening,  to  go  “  south  ”  by  the  mail  next 
morning. 

What  pleasant  fellows  we  meet !  How  keen  we 
all  are !  What  honest  emulation !  Do  we  not 
look  forward  each  year  to  meet  our  old  friends  ? 
We  recall  each  one — the  genial  rector  from  the 


and  colour.  We  might  tell  of  “The  Dell  wi’out 
a  name,”  where  we  found  a  cave,  in  which  we 
discovered  bones,  and  reindeer’s  horns,  and  even 
'  a  bear’s  tooth  ! 

Last,  but  not  least,  we  must  mention  the  unfail¬ 
ing  kindness  of  Mrs.  Sutherland,  and  her  son  and 
daughters,  who  do  all  in  their  power  to  make 
their  guests  comfortable  and  at  home.  Good  old 
John  Sutherland  passed  away,  alas,  about  a  year 
;  ago,  respected  and  beloved  by  all  the  country 
side,  and  by  those  who  had  the  privilege  to 
know  him.  In  his  younger  days,  he  was  the 
only  keeper  over  a  tract  of  country,  where  now, 
perhaps,  there  are  twenty.  “Ah,  those  were 
the  days  !  ”  old  John  used  to  say,  “  when  eagles 
were  as  plentiful,  almost,  as  ravens  and  hoodies 
are  now.”  But  “  those  days  ”  are  gone  for 
ever. 

We  all  love  Inchnadamph,  and  the  good  people 
at  the  hotel,  and  the  ghillies,  and  the  mountains, 
and  the  lochs  and  streams,  and  the  Gaelic 
speech.  Yes,  it  does  rain,  certainly,  sometimes, 
and  there  are  midges  in  August,  but  what  of  it 
or  them  F 

One  of  our  party  has  just  for  warded  the  accom- 
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panying  “  Ballade,”  with  hia  kind  permission  to 

hand  it  on  to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  is  apropos 
of  the  subject,  especially  as  the  author  is  none 
other  than  our  “  West  Country  Rector.”  His 
entertaining  description  will  illuminate  this  prosy 
letter. — From  yours  right  truly,  0.  E.  Fky. 

FROM  SUTHERLAND. 

A  PARTY  of  fishers  from  London  we  came 
To  a  loch  with  a  most  unpronounceable  name. 

For  no  Saxon  could  venture  to  fetter  with  rhyme 
That  confusion  of  consonants,  wildly  sublime  ; 

And  of  natives  who  know  the  locality  well. 

There  are  few  who  can  speak  it,  scarce  one  that  can 
spell. 

The  ghillies  appeared,  a  bewildering  crew, 

The  men  were  so  many,  the  names  were  so  few  ; 

For  all  of  a  sudden  the  house  seemed  alive 
With  McKenzies  in  parties  of  four  and  of  five, 

Of  McKays  and  McLeays  and  McCraes  there  were 
plenty. 

And  of  Johnny  McLeods  I  should  think  there  were 
twenty. 

Two  at  last  were  selected  our  steps  to  attend 
As  guide  and  instructor,  companion  and  friend, 

There  was  Davie,  well  versed  in  each  fisherman’s  wile, 
And  Hugh  with  the  mildly  ironical  smile  ; 

So  with  rods,  hooks,  and  reels,  and  with  portable  tent. 
O’er  the  moor  to  our  wild  destination  we  went. 


THE  OTTER. 
By  K.  O.  H. 


By  “  the  otter  ”  we  meau,  not  that  contrivance 
for  taking  fish  now  tabooed  as  illegal,  hut  the 
pretty  and  useful  animal  which  the  present  gene¬ 
ration  of  anglers  seems  determined  to  exterminate 
from  the  list  of  British  fauna.  Week  by  week, 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  are  informed  that  somewhere  or  other  an 
otter  has  been  shot,  or  trapped,  or  otherwise  done 
to  death,  as  though  the  deed  were  one  over  which 
we  should  rejoice.  How  few  there  are  who  seem 
to  know  anything  of  the  otter — its  habits  and 
uses.  This  is  not  altogether  to  be  wondered  at, 
for  the  animal  loves  not  the  haunts  of  men,  pre¬ 
fers  darkness  rather  than  light,  is  shy,  and  hur¬ 
riedly  disappears  if  disturbed  in  the  day-time.  It 
is,  however,  one  of  the  most  interesting — as  it  is 
the  largest — of  our  remaining  wild  animals.  The 
otter  is  still  found,  though  in  decreasing  num¬ 
bers,  in  nearly  every  part  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland ;  and  we  would  say  a  word  in  its  behalf, 
for  with  its  extinction  an  irreparable  mischief 
would  be  done  to  our  rivers,  our  lakes  and  tarns, 
and  to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  anglers  who  de¬ 


record  that  an  otter  was  killed  in  England  some 
years  ago  of  over  401b.  in  weight.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  is  an  abnormal  growth,  and  one  rarely 
indeed  attained.  In  form  and  structure,  the 
otter  shows  the  wonderful  ways  of  Nature  in 
adapting  its  creatures  to  their  place  in  its 
economy.  The  formation  of  the  head,  with  the 
peculiar  location  of  the  eyes,  the  glossy,  double- 
coated  fur,  the  webbed  foot,  and  rudder-like  tail, 
all  being  consistent  with  its  semi-aquatic  habits 
and  modes  of  sustaining  life. 

Of  all  creatures  animate,  this  is,  without  doubt, 
the  most  animated.  Pen  cannot  describe,  nor 
words  portray  the  wonderful  grace  of  its 
motions — the  silent,  shadow-like  dive  into  a 
running  stream  or  standing  pool,  unaccompanied 
by  the  slightest  ripple  of  the  water’s  surface  ;  the 
rapid  glidings  from  bank  to  bank ;  its  frolicsome 
gambols  while  in  play,  summersaulting  and 
twisting,  rolling  and  rollicking  as  if  in  very 
wantonness.  It  has  not  fallen  to  the  lot  of  many 
to  observe  the  otter  in  his  sportive  moments,  as 
has  been  the  fortune  of  the  present  writer,  but 
Kingsley  must  have  enjoyed  a  similar  privilege, 
or  he  could  never  have  written,  as  he  does  in 
“  Water  Babies,”  the  following  description  of  a 
spectacle  witnessed  by  Tom  : — “A  great  ball,  roll- 
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an  angler  and  his  friend  at  work  ) 


We  tried  it  with  minnow,  we  tried  it  with  spoon. 

By  the  glare  of  the  sun,  and  the  gleam  of  the  moon. 

We  tried  it  with  casting,  and  threw  every  fly 
As  light  as  a  feather,  as  true  as  a  die, 

We  tried  what  the  bright  Alexandra  would  do. 

The  red  Hecham-Pecham,  and  swarthy  Zulu; 

But  try  as  we  would,  whether  feather  or  fur. 

Not  a  fish  could  we  move,  not  a  fin  could  we  stir  ; 

Nor  Clare t-and-Mallard,  nor  Crimson-and-Teal 
Awakened  the  musical  screech  of  the  reel ; 

So  at  last,  when  long  day  and  short  twilight  were 
gone 

And  the  second  day’s  evening  came  drearily  on. 
Despairing,  and  empty  in  stomach  and  creel. 

We  crept  back  to  the  inn  for  a  comforting  meal. 

Now  all  yon  who  read  this  deplorable  tale, 

And  dream  of  entrapping  some  mythical  whale. 

If  you  find  out  our  fishing  (I  don’t  think  you  will. 

For  the  name  of  the  loch  is  a  mystery  still). 

But  if  you  should  find  and  are  anxious  to  try. 

Allow  me  to  mention  my  favourite  fly. 

Take  the  wing  of  a  phoenix,  the  far  of  a  whale, 

And  three  hairs  from  the  tip  of  a  crocodile’s  tail. 

Take  an  antelope’s  hackles  (the  crimson  are  best), 

And  some  wool  from  the  green  cocky-olly-bird’s  breast. 
Rib  it  round  with  a  strip  from  an  elephant’s  quill. 

And  if  that  doesn’t  catch  them — I  don’t  know  what 
will  I 


ABOVE  OYKELL  BRIDGE, 
picture  will  show 

rive  pleasure  and  profit  upon  their  banks.  The 
otter  is  one  of  the  fisherman’s  best  friends  ;  and 
reckless  as  some  may  think  this  assertion,  we  re¬ 
peat  it,  and  have  reason  for  so  doing.  Whilst  we 
write  we  have  in  our  mind  a  little  river  in  our 
own  neighbourhood,  than  which,  for  its  size,  there 
is  not  a  better  in  the  kingdom  as  a  trout  stream ; 
and  yet  this  river,  figuratively  speaking,  actually 
swarms  with  otters.  Depend  upon  it,  the  otter 
lends  respectability  to  a  river,  for  where  he  is 
found,  there  will  the  fish  be  found  also.  Perhaps 
his  presence  may  not  be  desirable  in  the  rearing- 
pond  ;  but  were  we  on  the  look  out  for  fresh  fish¬ 
ing  ground,  the  known  haunt  of  the  “  water-dog  ” 
would  decidedly  have  preference  over  a  stream 
which  knew  him  not. 

The  length  of  a  full-grown  male  otter  {lutra 
vulgaris)  is  about  four  feet,  the  female  being,  as 
a  rule,  somewhat  less.  It  is  a  more  difficult 
matter  to  fix  the  weight  of  an  animal,  so  much 
depends  on  circumstances.  Perhaps  251b.  may 
be  taken  as  a  fair  average  weight  for  the  mature 
dog  otter,  and  five  or  six  pounds  less  for  the 
female  ;  but  the  writer  has  seen  many  specimens 
ranging  from  251b.  up  to  341b.,  and  it  is  on 


ing  over  and  over  down  the  stream,  seeming  one 
moment  of  soft  brown  fur,  and  the  next  of  shining 
glass.  And  yet  it  was  not  a  ball ;  for  sometimes 
it  broke  up  and  streamed  away  in  pieces,  and 

then  it  joined  again .  The  ball  turned  out 

to  be  four  or  five  beautiful  creatures,  who  were 
swimming  about,  and  rolling,  and  diving,  and 
twisting,  and  wrestling,  and  cuddling,  and  kiss¬ 
ing,  and  biting,  and  scratching,  in  the  most 
charming  fashion  that  ever  was  seen.  .  .  .  Otters 
at  play  in  the  water  are  the  merriest,  lithest, 
gracefulest  creatures  you  ever  saw.” 

Notwithstanding  the  evil  character  given  this 
animal  as  a  river  poacher,  we  have  every  reason 
for  knowing  that  fish  forms  only  one  course,  and 
that  not  always  a  considerable  one,  of  its  daily 
meals.  The  young  of  waterhens,  coots,  and  other 
birds  breeding  by  the  waterside,  and  at  times 
rabbits,  and  even  large  worms,  are  common 
changes  in  the  otter’s  diet ;  while  frogs,  eels,  and 
the  crustaceous  crayfish  are  probably  thought  as 
great  a  dainty  as  the  brightest  of  silvery  salmon. 
These  facts  are  easily  proved  by  an  examination 
of  the  animal’s  “  foil  ”  ;  while  we  have  over  and 
over  again  had  ocular  demonstration  of  the 


114 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


[Februaiit  18,  1893 


avidity  with  which  vegetable  food  is  consumed. 
It  is  not  intended  to  assert  that  the  otter  does 
not  relish  a  salmon  cutlet  or  toothsome  trout ; 
l)ut  that  he  is  the  wanton  destroyer  of  fish  to  the 
extent  often  imputed  to  him,  those  best  accjuainted 
with  his  habits  firmly  deny.  Cunning,  and  quick 
in  his  actions  as  the  otter  may  be,  a  salmon  is 
more  so  and  this  fact  alone  should  weigh  in  the 
otter’s  favour,  when  charges  are  made  about  the 
depopulation  of  our  fishing  streams.  It  is  more 
likely  that  he  acts  the  part  of  a  river  scavenger, 
destroying,  as  a  rule,  only  such  fish  as  are 
diseased,  and  which  from  their  weakness  are 
unable  to  escape  his  clutches. 

In  this  connection  we  may  refer  to  the  war 
that  has  been  waged  for  years  by  ignorant 
gamekeepers  on  our  carnivorous  birds  and  ani¬ 
mals — the  hawks  and  owls,  the  stoats  and  weasles 
— and  the  increase  of  diseases  amongst  grouse 
and  other  birds,  as  well  as  the  pestilences  of 
voles,  ttc.,  that  have  recently  occurred.  By  the 
destruction  of  the  natural  enemies  of  disease  and 
vermin,  the  “  balance  of  nature  ”  is  destroyed, 
and  man  finds,  too  late,  that  in  protecting  what 
Ite  wished  to  preserve,  he  has  ojiened  the  door  to 
ailments  for  which,  when  need  arises,  he  knows  no 
remedy.  So  may  it  be  with  our  rivers  should  the 
time  unfortunately  ever  come  when  our  friend 
the  otter  finds  no  place  in  his  natural  element ; 
when  infected  fish  are  allowed  to  remain  and  con¬ 
taminate  miles  of  river,  and  the  foul  fiend  Pollu¬ 
tion  works  hand  in  hand  with  mistaken  Protection 
to  decimate  our  streams  of  their  inhabitants. 

A  popular  fallacy  in  regard  to  the  otter  is,  that 
when  he  has  succeeded  in  capturing  a  fish  he  eats 
only  the  fiesh  from  the  shoulders,  and  leaves  the 
remainder  to  rot  by  the  river  bank.  We  have 
sat  for  hours  at  a  stretch  by  the  side  of  a  pond  in 
which  captive  otters  were  confined,  and  never 
once  noticed  this  peculiarity.  As  a  fact,  the  gills 
of  a  fish  are  invariably  the  first  part  attacked,  the 
body  being  held  by  the  fore-paws  miich  as  a  dog 
secures  a  bone.  Gnawing  from  side  to  side  alter¬ 
nately,  the  body  is  eaten  downward  to  the  vent, 
preference— if  preference  be  shown — being  given 
to  the  belly  of  the  fish,  and  not  to  the  firmer 
fiesh  of  the  shoulders  and  back.  This  is  consistent 
with  the  otter’s  mode  of  securing  his  prize,  at  any 
rate  when  the  latter  is  in  deep  water,  as  the 
following  illustration  will  prove.  An  otter  kept 
in  confinement  was  noticed  to  be  asleep  in  his 
lair  adjoining  a  large  tank  in  which  he  spent  most 
of  his  time.  A  number  of  live  roach  were  quietly 
introduced  into  the  water,  and  on  his  ottership 
awakening,  he  immediately  “  smelled  a  rat,”  or 
rather  a  fish.  Taking  a  silent  header  into  the 
water,  he  dived  beneath  a  fish,  and  instantly 
secured  it  from  below,  seizing  it  by  the 
belly,  and  devouring  it  in  the  manner  above 
described.  Having  had  his  fill,  the  otter 
returned  to  the  tank  on  mischief  bent.  He 
seemed  to  exercise  the  magnetic  power  attri¬ 
buted  to  snakes  and  certain  animals  over  their 
prey,  for  the  fish  on  his  approach  lay  helpless  and 
turned  upon  their  backs  on  the  water,  where  the 
otter  toyed  with  them,  rolling  the  fish  over  and 
over,  and  tossing  them  from  paw'  to  paw,  as  a  cat 
does  a  mouse.  Tiring  at  length  with  his  recrea¬ 
tion,  he  turned  his  attention  to  other  matters,  and 
the  paralysed  fish  regained  their  natural  condition, 
apparently  none  the  worse  for  their  adventure. 


THE  WORCESTERSHIRE  AVON. 

By  H.  H.  S. 

{Continued  from  page  bfi.) 


CHFB  FISHING. 

Chi  B  abound  in  the  Avon,  and  good  specimens 
are  freciuently  taken.  A  Pershore  friend  of  mine 
invariably  captures  large  rjuantities  every  sum¬ 
mer,  with  the  assistance  of  a  trout-rod  and  a 
May-fly.  Pershore  weir-pit  is  full  of  chub  in  the 
summer  months,  but  the  water  is,  I  believe, 
private;  the  best  places  to  find  them  nearer 
Kvesham,  are  from  Hampton  Perry  to  within 
three  hundred  yards  of  the  Evesham  workhouse  ; 
from  the  railway  bridges  to  Abbey  Manor,  the 
residence  of  Mr.  E.'G.  Budge  (these  stretches  are 
both  below  Evesham  weir),  and  in  most  of  the 
water  from  the  upper  railway  bridge  to  Olfenham 
])oat,  especially  that  near  the  I’arks  Farm  (this 
water  is  ahoi'e  the  weir).  The  last-mentioned 
stretch  is  also  splendid  water  for  pike  and  perch. 


My  friend  S.,  to  whom  I  have  previously  referred, 
says,  “  There  are  plenty  of  chub  in  the  river  which 
would  scale  Hb.,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  they 
ever  grow  much  larger  in  the  Avon,  I  never 
heard  of  one  51b.,  and  I  reckon  31b.  for  a  roach, 
41b.  for  a  perch,  and  Ipb.  for  a  chub,  to  be  the 
maximum  weights  for  this  river.” 

His  favourite  mode  of  chub  fishing  was  with  an 
artificial  chrysalis.  He  tied  it  himself,  and  used 
it  as  an  artificial  fly.  I  hope  to  get  S.  to  tie  one 
for  me  to  forward  with  this  paper  to  the  Editor 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette;  lemon  and  orange- 
coloured  wools,  black  thread,  and  two  tiny  bits  of 
straw  appear  to  be  its  component  parts. 

S.  was  extraordinarily  successful  with  this 
bait,  he  tells  me,  so  I  hope  that  an  acquaintance 
with  it  may  prove  of  use  to  my  brother  anglers. 

On  one  occasion  an  acquaintance  of  his,  salmon 
fishing  in  Ireland  (in  the  Shannon,  I  believe), 
hooked  and  killed  a  pike  on  this  same  chrysalis, 
of  such  abnormal  dimensions  that  I  refrain  from 
stating  his  reputed  weight.  The  baits  for  chub 
are  usually  the  same  all  England  over,  so  I  will 
only  further  mention  to  say  that,  sometimes, 
when  all  else  fails  to  tempt  him,  a  live  minnow 
will  lure  a  large  chub  to  his  destruction. 

ROACH  AND  DACE. 

The  Avon  roach,  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  have  not  fed  satisfactorily.  Good  baskets, 
it  is  true,  are  occasionally  made,  but  the  general 
sport  has  not  been  such  as  the  great  number  of 
roach  which  the  river  holds,  would  lead  one  to 
expect.  Jubilee  year  was  the  last  good  season, 
to  the  best  of  S.’s  recollection,  and  then  he  and 
others  made  excellent  baskets,  the  roach  averaging 
:]lb. 

S.,  so  he  tells  me,  would  often  catch  12lb.  an 
hour  for  several  hours  together,  and  others  had 
equally  good  luck. 

The  best  roach  I  can  hear  of  is  one  of  31b.  loz. 
This  grand  specimen  was,  however,  netted  at 
Parson’s  Ford,  about  two  miles  above  Evesham. 
S.,  many  years  ago,  caught  a  roach  21b.  lloz.  on 
single  horsehair,  stewed  wheat  being  the  bait 
used.  He  recommends  the  following  baits  for 
Avon  roach  :  In  summer,  stewed  wheat  or  malt ; 
in  autumn,  malt ;  in  winter,  the  small  red 
worm.  This  worm  may  be  readily  found  under¬ 
neath  cowdung  which  has  lain  undisturbed  for 
some  time  in  the  meadows.  Autumn  is  the  best 
season  to  procure  it.  S.  prefers  this  worm  to  the 
brandling,  and  prefers  either  to  the  tail  end  of 
a  lob.  “  Roach  in  the  Avon,”  says  he,  “  never  do 
so  well  on  bits  as  on  a  whole  worm.” 

The  whole  river  contains  plenty  of  roach,  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  depth  of  water  frequented  by 
them  at  the  different  seasons  is  all  that  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  enable  the  angler  to  find  them. 

There  are  some  very  artful  old  roach — very 
Gladstones  among  roach — opposite  the  Workman 
Pleasure  Grounds,  just  below  Evesham  Bridge. 
It  is  not  permissibie  to  fish  from  these  grounds, 
so  the  roach  have  to  be  attempted  from  a  boat. 
They  are  well  worth  a  trial,  as  some  of  them 
have  been  there  for  years  and  are  absolute 
whoppers ;  but  there,  for  the  present  at  least, 
they  seem  likely  to  remain. 

Dace  are  plentiful,  and  rise  freely  to  the  ily  at 
the  proper  season ;  they  seem  to  run  smaller  than 
they  did  some  years  ago,  and  a  (ioz.  dace  is,  now¬ 
adays,  a  good  specimen. 

BREAM. 

Bream  do  not  seem  to  find  much  favour  amongst 
the  local  anglers,  nevertheless,  they  are  well  worth 
going  after,  and  S.  says  :  “  The  bream  are,  to  my 
mind,  increasing  so  in  number,  that  they  are  gradu¬ 
ally  coming  from  the  deeps  into  the  shallower 
parts  of  the  river,  and  when  a  good  number  have 
been  caught  by  the  roach  fishers  we  shall  find 
people  trying  for  them  once  more.  I  used  to  do 
a  good  bit  of  bream  fishing  onee,  but  I  lent  my 
tackle  to  a  young  fellow  who  forgot  to  bring  it 
back,  and  I  have  left  the  bream  alone  since  then. 
I  never  used  to  weigh  my  bream,  but  I  should 
think  my  best  would  be  between  61b.  and  7lb. 
however,  he  was  about  as  big  as  a  pair  of  bellows, 
and  very  near  as  ugly !  The  best  time  of  year, 
sir  ?  Well !  I  should  say  that  when  apples  are 
as  big  as  cob-nuts  is  about  the  best  season  if  the 
we.ather  suits.” 

The  best  bream  I  have  heard  of  weighed  10] lb.,, 
and  was  caught  at  Fladbury,  about  six  miles  (by 
river)  below  Evesham.  Bream  will  be  found 
from  the  railway  bridges  at  Evesham  down  to 


Chadburv  weir,  in  the  deep  near  Hampton  i  erry, 
and  in  the  reach  of  deep  water  above  Evesham 
weir  ;  almost  all  the  water  between  Chadbury  and 
Fladbury  holds  bream  in  quantities. 

#  #  *  *  *  *  ■ 

Evesham  boasts  a  Fish  Preservation  Society,  of 
w’hich  I  append  the  principal 
Rules. 

Permission  to  fish  in  the  society’s  water  is 
granted  to  holders  of  one  shilling  and  half-crown 
tickets,  and  day  tickets,  on  the  following  terms : 

The  half-crown  annual,  or  sixpenny  day  ticket, 
allows  the  holder  to  angle  with  one  or  more  rods, 
and  to  troll. 

The  shilling  annual,  or  threepenny  day  ticket, 
allows  angling  with  one  rod  only,  but  does  not 
entitle  the  holder  to  troll,  nor  to  fish  with  live  bait. 

Holders  of  these  tickets  (which  may  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Whitford,  Bridge-street),  may  fish  that 
portion  of  the  society’s  water  which  extends  from 
Norton  Brook*  to  the  Notice  Board  above  Chad¬ 
bury  Weir,  or  from  Fladbury  Weir  as  far  above 
Fladbury  Railway  Bridge  as  the  commencement 
of  Mrs.  Faulkner’s  water. 

The  fishing  in  the  water  rented  from  Mrs. 
Faulkner  (below  Chadbury  Mill),  is  reserved  for 
members  of  the  society ;  the  subscription  is  ten 
shillings  per  anniim. 

Any  person  wishing  to  become  a  member  must 
make  application  to  the  secretary,  who  will  submit 
his  name  to  the  committee. 

The  use  of  trimmers,  side-lines,  nets,  lime,  Ac  , 
is  strictly  prohibited. 

It  is  also  forbidden  to  trail  from  boats,  or  to 
sell  any'  fish  taken  from  the  society’s  water. 
*■*«=*** 

Now,  although  the  society  is  undoubtedly 
doing  some  good  work,  yet  I  make  bold  to  saj' 
that  the  absence  of  any  rule  with  regard  to  size¬ 
able  and  unsizeable  fish,  must  detract  from  its 
usefulness  in  no  small  measure. 

The  rule  with  regard  to  trailing  was  openly 
disregarded,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  throughout 
last  summer  and  autumn,  and  I  am  very  much 
mistaken  if  an  official,  who  should  know  better, 
was  not  seen  indulging  in  that  unsportsmanlike 
practice  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

If,  in  the  second  rule,  for  the  word  troll,  “  spin  ” 
were  substituted,  it  would,  to  my  mind,  be  an  im¬ 
provement,  especially  if,  in  addition,  trolling  were 
absolutely  forbidden ;  for,  I  take  it,  the  term 
“trolling”  implies  the  use  of  the  dead  gorge, 
which  most  sportsmen  will  join  me  in  condemning. 
But,  perhaps,  the  framer  of  the  society’s  rules 
understood  “  trolling  ”  and  “  spinning  ”  to  be 
synonymous  terms.  It  is  quite  possible. 

Evesham  is  about  three  hours  from  Paddington, 
fare,  9s.  fid.  third  class,  and  it  is  a  charming 
place  indeed  in  which  to  spend  a  holiday.  It  is 
one  of  the  great  gardening  centres  of  England, 
excellent  boating  is  to  be  had,  there  is  a  fairly 
good  rowing  club,  and  town  cricket  and  football 
clubs.  There  are  comfortable  hotels,  and  lodgings 
are  to  be  obtained.  One  word  in  conclusion  ;  the 
river  Avon  being  sluggish  it  clears  very  slowly 
after  a  flush,  and  inquiry  as  to  the  height  and 
colour  of  the  water  should  therefore  be  made  by 
intending  anglers  before  they  complete  their 
arrangements. 

Pike-baits  can  be  obtained  from  Bennett,  the 
water-bailiff,  or,  usually,  from  Spragg,  the  boat- 
builder  in  Bengeworth  (a  part  of  Evesham).  The 
latter  also  lets  boats  at  most  reasonable  charges. 

Any  further  information  which  intending 
visitors  may  happen  to  require,  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  supply  if  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  so. 


FROM 

THE  “NOCTES  AMBROSIAN.F.” 


Dear  Sib, — Some  of  your  readers  may  not  be 
acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Christopher 
North.  The  following  extract  from  the  “  Noctes 
Ambrosianm,”  on  the  long-bow  propensities  of  the 
anglers  of  his  day,  beats  the  record,  and  takes  the 
kettle  Yours,  &c..  Silver  Doctor. 

A  BIG  HAUL  AND  A  BIG  FISH. 

SiiEPHERp  :  “  Tell  me,  Mr.  North,  what  for  ye 
didna  come  out  to  Innerleithen  and  fish  for 
the  silver  medal  of  St.  Ronan’s  Border  Club  F 
I’m  thinkin’  ye  was  feared.” 

North  :  “  I  have  won  so  many  medals,  James, 

*  About  three  miles  above  Kvesham, 
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that  my  ambition  di€i  dpiartveiv  (always  to  excel) 
is  dead,  and  besides  I  conld  not  think  of  beating 
the  IMajor. 

SHEruEiii) ;  You  beat  the  Mai'or  !  Yon  micht 
at  baggy  mennons,  but  he  could  give  ye  a  stane 
wecht  eithei*  at  trouts  or  fish.  He’s  just  a  warld’s 
wonner  wi’  the  sweevil,  a  warlock  wi’  the  worm, 
and  wi’  the  flee  a  feenisher.  It’s  a  pure  pleesur 
to  see  him  playin’  a  pounder  wi’  a  single  hair. 
After  the  first  twa — three  rushes  are  ower,  he 
seems  to  wile  them  wi’  a  charm  awa'  into  the  side, 
ontil  the  gerss  or  the  grevvel,  whare  they  lie  in 
the  sunshine  as  if  they  were  asleep.  His  tackle 
for  bricht  airless  days  is  o’  gossamere  ;  and  at  a 
wee  distance  aff,  you  think  he’s  fishin’  without 
any  line,  ava,  till  whirr  gangs  the  pirn,  and  up 
.springs  the  sea  trout,  silver-bricht,  twa  yards  out 
o’  the  water,  by  a  delicate  jerk  o’  the  wrist, 
hyucked  inextricably  by  the  tongue  clean  ower 
the  barb  o’  the  Kirby  bend.  M  idge  flees ! 

North  :  I  know  the  Major  is  a  master  in  the 
art,  James,  but  I’ll  back  the  Professor  against 
liim  for  a  rump  and  dozen. 

Shepherd  :  You  would  just  then,  .sir,  lose  your 
rump.  The^  Professor  can  fish  nae  better  nor 
yoursel’.  \ou  would  make  a  pretty  pair  in  a 
punt  at  the  perches;  but  as  for  the  Tweed,  at 
trouts  or  sawmon.  I’ll  back  wee  Jamie  again  ye 
baith,  gin  ye’ll  only  let  me  fish  for  him  the  bushy 
pools. 

****** 

North:  .  ,  ,  But  heavens!  My  dear  James! 
how  in  youth — and  prime  of  manhood,  too — I  used 
to  gallop  to  the  glens  like  a  deer,  over  a  hundred 
heathery  hills,  to  devour  the  dark,  rolling  river 
or  the  blue,  breezy  loch  !  How  leaped  my  heart 
to  hear  the  thunder  of  the  nearing  waterfall !  and 
lo  !  yonder  flows,  at  last,  the  long,  dim,  shallow, 
rippliag,  hazel-banked  line  of  music  among  the 
)>roomy  braes,  all  astir  with  back-fins  over  its 
surface ;  and  now  that  the  feed  is  on,  teeming  with 
swift-shooting,  bright-bounding,  and  silver- 
shining,  scaly  life,  most  beauteous  to  behold,  at 
every  soft  alighting  of  the  deceptive  lure,  capti¬ 
vating  and  irresistible  even  among  a  shower  of 
natural  leaf-born  flies  a-swarm  in  the  air  from  the 
mountain  woods ! 

Shepherd:  Ay,  sir;  in  your  younger  days 
you  maun  hae  been  a  verra  deevil.  *  *  *  * 
What  creel-fu’s  you  maun  hae  killed  . 

North  :  A  hundred  and  thirty  in  one  day  in 
Loch  Awe,  James,  as  I  hoped  to  be  saved — not 
one  of  them  under - - 

Shepherd  :  A  dizzen  pun’ — and  twa-thirds  o’ 
them  aboon’t.  A’  thegither  a  ton.  If  you  are 
gaun  to  use  the  lang-bow,  sir,  pu’  the  string  to 
your  lug,  never  fear  the  yew  crackin’,  and  send  the 
grey  guse-feathered  arrow  first  wi’  a  long  whiz,  an’ 
then  wi’  a  short  thud,  right  intil  the  bull’s-ee,  at 
ten  score,  to  the  astonishment  o’  the  ghost  o’ 
Robin  Hood,  Little  John,  Adam  Bell,  Clym  o’  the 
Clough,  and  William  o’  Cloudeslee. 

North  :  Poor,  dear  old  friend,  McNeil,  of 
Hayfield — God  rest  his  soul,  it  is  in  heaven — at 
ninety  as  lifeful  as  a  boy  of  nineteen — held  up  his 
hands  in  wonder,  as  under  a  shady  tree  I  laid  the 
hundred  and  thirty  yellow  shiners  on  the  bank  at 
his  feet.  Major  Mackay, 

‘‘A  lambkin  in  peace,  and  a  lion  in  war,” 

acknowledged  me  as  a  formidable  rival  now  in 
angling  as  in  leaping  of  yore.  Auchlian — God 
bless  him,  the  warm-hearted  and  the  hospitable ; 
long  may  he  live  and  be  happy  among  the  loving 
and  beloved — from  that  day  began  to  respect  the 
Lowlanders.  And  poor  Stevenson,  mild  and  brave 
—a  captain  in  the  navy,  James,  now  no  more — 
with  his  own  hands  wreathed  round  my  forehead 
a  diadem  of  heather  bells,  and  called  me  King  of 
the  Anglers. 

Shepherd:  Poo!  That  was  nae  day’s  fishin’, 
ava,  man,  in  comparison  to  ane  o’  mine  on  St. 
Mary’s  Loch.  To  say  naething  about  the  count¬ 
less  sma’  anes,  twa  hunder  about  half  a  pun’, 
ae  hunder  about  a  haill  pun’,  fifty  about  twa  pun’, 
fiye-and-twenty  about  foure  pun’,  and  the  lave 
rinnin  frae  half  a  stane  up  to  a  stane  and  a-half, 
except  about  half  a  dizzen  aboon  a’  wecht,  that 
put  Geordie  Gudefallow  and  Huntley  Gordon  to 
their  mettle  to  carry  them  pechin  (panting)  to 
Mount  Benger  on  a  haun-barrow. 

North  :  Well  done,  Ulysses. 

Shepherd  :  Anither  day  in  the  Megget  I  caucht 
a  cartfu’.  As  it  gaed  doun  the  road  the  kintra- 
folk  thocht  it  was  a  cartful  o’  herrings — for  they 


were  a’  preceesly  o’  ae  size  to  an  unce,  and, 
though  w'e  left  twa  dizzen  at  this  house,  and 
four  dizzen  at  that  house,  and  a  gross  at  Hender- 
land,  on  countin’  them  at  hame  in  the  kitchen, 
Leezy  made  them  out  forty  dizzen,  and  Girzzy 
forty-twa,  aught ;  sae  a  dispute  ha’in’  arisen, 
and  o’  coorse  a  bet,  we  took  the  census  ower 
again,  and  may  these  be  the  last  words  I  s’allever 
speak,  gin  they  didna  turn  out  to  be  Forty-Five. 

North  :  The  heaviest  Fish  I  ever  killed  was  in 
the  river  Awe — ninety  pound  neat.  I  hooked  him 
on  a  Saturday  afternoon,  and  had  small  hopes  of 
killing  him,  as  I  never  break  the  Sabbath;  but  I 
am  convinced  that,  within  the  hour,  he  came  to 
know  that  he  was  in  the  hands  of  Christopher 
North,  and  his  courage  died.  I  gave  him  the  butt 
so  cruelly  that  in  two  hours  he  began  to  wallop, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  he  lay  dead  at  my  feet, 
just  as 

The  Starof  Jove,  so  beautiful  and  large,” 
tipped  the  crest  of  Cruachan. 

Shepherd:  Hoo  lang? 

North  :  So  beautifully  proportioned  that,  like 
that  of  St.  Peter’s  or  St.  Paul’s,  you  did  not 
feel  his  mighty  magnitude  till  after  long  contem¬ 
plation.  Then  you  indeed  knew  that  he  was  a 
sublime  Fish,  and  could  not  choose  but  smile  at 
the  idea  of  any  other  salmon. 

Tic  kler  :  Mr.  He  Quincey,  now  that  these  two 
old  fools  have  got  upon  angling — 

Shepherd:  Twa  auld  fules  !  You  great  starin’ 
Saracen-headed  Langshanks  !  If  it  werena  for 
bringin’  Mr.  North  intil  trouble,  by  ha’in’  a  dead 
man  fun’  within  his  premises,  deil  tak’  me  gin 
I  wadna  fractur’  your  skull  wi'  ane  o’  the  cut 
chrystals ! 

Mr.  North  touches  the  spring  and  the  bower  is  in 
darlcness. 

A  SALMON  HOOKED  — A  SALMON 
PLAYED— A  SALMON  KILLED. 

North  :  By  the  bye,  James,  who  won  the 
salmon  medal  this  season  on  the  Tweed  ? 

Shepherd  :  Wha  think  ye  could  it  be,  ye  coof, 
but  mysel’  ?  I  beat  them  a’  by  twa  stane  wecht. 
Oh,  Mr.  North,  but  it  wad  hae  done  your  heart 
gude  to  hae  daunered  alang  the  banks  wi’  me  on 
the  2-'jth  and  seen  the  slauchter.  At  the  third 
thraw  the  snout  o’  a  famous  fish  sookit  in  ma  flee, 
and  for  some  seconds  keepit  steadfast  in  a  sort 
of  eddy  that  gaed  sullenly  swirlin’  at  the  tail  o’ 
yon  pool.  I  needna  name  ’t ;  for  the  river  had 
risen  just  to  the  proper  pint  and  was  black  as 
ink,  except  when  noo  and  then  the  sun  struggled 
out  frae  atween  the  clud-chinks,.  and  then  the 
water  was  purple  as  heather  moss  in  the  season 
of  blaeberries.  But  that  verra  instant  the  flee 
began  to  bite  him  on  the  tongue,  for,  by  a  jerk  o' 
the  wrist,  I  had  slichtly  gi’en  him  the  butt,  and 
sunbeam  never  swifter  shot  frae  heaven  than 
shot  that  saumon-beam  doun  intil  and  out  o’  the 
pool  below  and  alang  the  saugh-shallows  or  you 
come  to  Juniper  Bank.  Clap!  clap!  clap!  at  the 
same  instant  played  a  couple  o’  cushats  frae  an 
aik  aboon  my  head,  at  the  purr  o’  the  pirn,  that 
let  out,  in  a  twinkling,  a  hnnner  yards  o’  Mr. 
Phin’s  best,  atrang  eneuch  to  hand  a  bill  or  a 
rhinoceros. 

North  :  Incomparable  tack’e. 

Shepherd:  Par,  far  awa’  doun  the  flood;  see 
till  him,  sir — see  till  him,  loup — loup — loupin’ 
intil  the  air,  describin’  in  the  spray  the  rinnin’  rain¬ 
bows  !  Scarcely  could  I  believe  at  sic  a  distance 
that  he  was  the  same  fish.  He  seemed  a  sanmon 
diverting  himsel’  without  any  connection  in  this 
warld  wi’  the  Shepherd.  But  we  were  linked 
thegither,  sir,  by  the  inveesible  gut  o’  destiny, 
and  I  chasteesed  him  in  his  pastime  wi’  the  rod  of 
affliction.  Windin’  up,  windin’  up,  faster  than 
ever  ye  grunded  coffee — I  keepit  closin’  in  u])on 
him,  till  tbe  whalebone  was  amaist  perpendicular 
out  ower  him,  as  he  stoppit  to  talc’  breath  in  a 
deep  plum.  You  see  the  savage  had  gotten  sulky, 
and  you  micht  as  weel  hae  rugged  at  a  rock. 
Hoo  I  leuch !  Easin’  the  line  ever  so  little,  till  it 
just  moved  slichtly  like  gossamer  in  a  breath  o’ 
wund,  I  half  persuaded  him  that  he  had  gotten 
aff.  But  na,  na,  ma  mon,  ye  ken  little  about  the 
Kirby-bends,  gin  ye  think  the  peacock’s  harl  and 
the  tinsy  hae  slipped  frae  yur  jaws  !  Snoovin’ 
up  the  stream  he  goes  hither  and  thither,  bat 
still  keepin’  weel  in  the  middle,  and  noo  strecht 
and  steddy  as  a  bridegroom  riding  to  the  kirk. 

North  :  An  original  image. 

Shei'herd  :  Say,  rather,  application  !  Maist 


majestic,  sir,  you’ll  alloo,  is  that  flicht  o’  a  fish 
when  the  line  cuts  the  surface  without  commo¬ 
tion,  and  you  micht  imagine  that  he  was  sailin’ 
unseen  below  in  the  style  o’  an  eagle  about  to 
fauld  his  wings  on  the  cliff. 

North:  Tak  tent,  James.  Be  wary;  or  he 
will  escape. 

Shepherd:  Never  fear,  sir.  He’ll  no  pit  me 
aff  my  guard  by  keepin’  the  croon  o’  the  causey 
in  that  gate.  I  ken  what  he’s  ettlin  at — and  its 
naething  mair  nor  less  nor  yon  island.  Thinks 
ho  to  himsel’,  wi’  his  tail,  “gin  I  get  abreist  o’ 
the  broom.  I’ll  roun’  the  rocks,  doun  the  rapid.s, 
and  break  the  Shepherd,”  and  nae  sooner  thocht 
than  done — but  bauld  in  my  cork  jacket - . 

North  :  That’s  a  new  appurtenance  to  your 
person,  James;  I  thought  you  had  alway.s 
angled  in  bladders. 

Shepherd  :  Sae  I  used — but  last  season  they 
fell  down  to  my  heels  and  had  nearly  drooned 
me,  sae  I  trust  noo  to  my  body  guard. 

North  :  I  prefer  the  air  life  preserver. 

Shepherd  :  If  it  bursts  you’re  gone.  Bauld 
in  my  cork  jacket,  I  took  till  the  sooming, 
handin’  the  rod  aboon  my  head. 

North  :  Like  Caisar  his  Commentaries. 

Shepherd  :  And  gettin’  fittin’  on  the  bit 
island — there’s  no  a  shrub  on ’t,  you  ken,  aboon 
the  waistband  o’  my  breeks.  I  was  just  in  time 
to  let  him  easy  ower  the  Fa’  and.  Heaven  safe  us  I 
he  turned  up,  as  he  played  wallop,  a’  side  like  a 
house !  He  land  noo  that  he  was  in  the  hauns 
o’  his  maister,  and  began  to  loss  heart ;  for 
naething  cows  the  better  pairt  o’  man,  brute,  fool, 
or  fish,  like  a  sense  of  inferiority.  *  *  *  * 

North  :  But  we  forget  the  fish. 

Shepherd  :  No,  me.  I'll  remember  him  on  my 
death-bed.  In  body  the  same,  he  was  entirely 
anither  fish  in  sowl.  He  had  set  his  life  on  the 
hazard  o’  a  die,  and  it  had  turned  up  blanks.  I 
began  first  to  pity  and  then  to  despise  him — for 
frae  a  fish  o’  his  appearance  I  expeckit  that  nae 
ack  o’  his  life  wad  hae  sae  graced  him  as  the 
closin’  ane,  and  I  was  pairtly  wae  and  pairtly 
wrathfu’  t’  see  him  dee  soft!  Yet  to  do  him 
justice,  it’s  no  impossible  but  that  he  may  hae 
druv  his  snout  again’  a  stane  and  got  dazed — and 
we  a’  ken  by  experience  that  there  is  naething 
mair  likely  to  calm  courage  than  a  brainin’  knock 
on  the  head.  His  organ  o’  locality  had  gotten  a 
clour,  for  he  lost  a’  judgment  atween  wat  and 
dry,  and  came  floatin’,  belly  upmost,  in  among 
the  bit  snail-bucky-shells  on  the  sand  around 
my  feet,  and  lay  there  as  still  as  if  he  had  been 
gutted  on  the  kitchen  dresser — an  enormous  fish. 

North  :  A  sumph. 

Shepherd  :  No  sic  a  sumph  as  he  looked  like, 
and  that  you’ll  think  when  you  hear  tell  o’  the 
lave  o’  the  adventure.  Bein’  rather  out  o’  wund 
I  sits  doun  on  a  stane,  and  was  wipin’  ma  broos, 
wi’  my  een  fixed  upon  the  prey,  when  a’  on  a 
sudden,  as  if  he  had  been  galvaneesed,  he  stotted 
up  intil  the  lift,  and  wi’  ae  squash  played 
plunge  into  the  pool,  and  aw'a’  doun  the  eddies 
like  a  porpus.  I  thocht  I  should  hae  gane  mad — 
Heaven  forgie  me ! — and  I  fear  I  swore  like  a 
trooper.  Loupin’  wi’  a  spang  frae  the  stane,  1 
missed  ma  feet,  and  gaed  head-ower-heels  intil 
the  water — while  amang  the  rushing  o’  the 
element,  I  heard  roars  o’  Jauchter,  as  if  frae  the 
kelpie  himsel’,  but  what  afterwards  turned  out  to 
be  guffaws  frae  your  friens,  Boyd,  Juniper  Bank, 
wha  had  been  wutnessin’  the  drama  frae  com¬ 
mencement  to  catastrophe. 

North  :  Ha,  ha,  ha !  James  !  it  must  have 
been  excessively  droll. 

Shepherd  :  Bisin’  to  the  surface  wi’  a  giiller, 

I  shook  ma  nieve  at  the  neer-do-weels,  and  then 
doun  the  river  after  the  sumph  o’  a  sanmon, 
like  a  verra  otter.  Followin’  noo  the  sicht  and 
noo  the  scent,  I  wasna’  lang  in  cornin’  up  wi’ 
him,  for  he  was  as  deid  as  Dawvid,  and  lyin’ 
on  his  back,  1  protest,  just  like  a  man  restin’ 
himsel’  at  the  soomin.  I  had  forgotten’  the  gaff, 
so  I  fastened  ma  teeth  intil  the  shonther  o’  him, 
and  like  a  Newfoundlan’  .savin’  a  chiel  frae  droon- 
in’,  I  bare  him  to  the  shore,  while,  to  do  Boyd  and 
Juniper  justice,  the  lift  rang  wi’  acclamations. 

North  :  What  may  have  been  his  calibre? 

Shepherd  :  On  putting  him  intil  the  scales  at 
nicht,  he  just  turned  three  stane  tron. 

Tickler  (stretching  himself  out  to  an  incredible 
extent) :  Alas  !  ’twas  but  a  dream. 

Shepherd:  Was  ye  dreamin’,  sir,  o’  being 
hanged  ? 
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BEADING  DISTRICT  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Thi.s  prosperous  river  preservation  soeiety  hold  its 
annual  meetine  on  Friday  evening,  at  the  headquarters, 
the  “  Great  Western  ”  Hotel,  Reading,  Mr.  James 
Simonds,  J.P.  (President),  in  the  chair. 

The  report  and  cash  account  were  duly  submitted, 
and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hickie,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hurley,  were  unanimously  approved.  We  extract  the 
following  from  the  report : — 

“Your’  committee  Ipresent  their  sixteenth  annual 
report,  and  are  pleased  to  say  that  although  climatic 
conditions  have,  on  the  whole,  been  unfavourable,  the 
angling  in  the  largo  district  of  the  Thames,  under  the 
care  of  your  association,  has  again  been  good  during 
the  past  season.  A  great  number  of  fine  trout  have 
been  taken,  the  largest  (weighing  over  101b.),  being 
caught  by  Mr.  Alfred  Hurley,  V.P.  Last  year  the 
notable  increase  of  Thames  perch  since  the  epidemic 
was  commented  upon,  and  the  improvement  continues, 
many  large  bags  of  good-sized  perch  having  been  taken. 
The  pike,  chub,  and  roach  caught  in  the  district  have 
been  also  above  the  average  in  numbers  and  weight,  and 
a  few  grand  specimen  carp  are  recorded.  So  thoroughly 
has  poaching  been  stamped  out  in  this  section  of  the 
Thames,  and  so  appreciated  are  the  efforts  of  the 
association  by  the  many  hundreds  of  anglers,  mainly 
working  men,  as  to  the  enforcement  of  the  legal  sizes  of 
fish,  fence  seasons,  methods  of  fishing,  &c.,  that  not  a 
single  prosecution  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 
The  fact  that  no  steps  have  had  to  be  taken  beyond 
the  warning  of  boys  and  of  a  few  men  for  trifling 
offences,  is  very  gratifying  in  face  of  the  fact 
that  the  honorary  river  keepers,  the  bailiffs  of 
the  association,  and  the  conservancy  officials,  have 
by  no  means  relaxed  their  vigilance.  iThe  princi¬ 
pal  additions  made  Viy  your  committee  to  the  stock 
of  fish  in  the  Thames  during  the  year  consist  of  the 
purchase  of  200  very  fine  Wycombe  trout  in  Novem- 
be’-,  and  the  rescue  during  the  annual  cleansing  of  the 
bathing-place  of  18  trout,  45  jack,  12  good  perch,  .50 
chub,  and  12  buckets  of  small  fish,  mainly  jack  and 
perch.  The  usual  precautions  in  regard  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  perch  spawn,  so  successful  in  previous  year.s. 
have  again  been  taken.  A  donation  of  ^65  5s.  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  November  as  part  of  the  proceeds  of  a  special 
collection  made  in  the  London  angling  clubs  in  aid  of 
river  preservation — a  movement  which  gives  your  com¬ 
mittee  much  satisfaction,  as  showing  that  those  who 
use  the  Thames  are  not  altogether  insensible  to  the  duty 
of  supporting  the  agencies  for  maintaining  its  sporting 
value.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  expending 
this  sum  in  the  netting  of  various  private  waters  known 
to  contain  good  store  of  pike,  perch,  carp,  bream,  tench, 
and  roach.  The  Loddon  Fishery  (the  joint  property  of 
the  Reading  and  the  Henley-on-Thames  Associations) 
has  well  maintained  its  repute,  and  afforded  much  sport 
to  the  subscribing  members  :  a  special  feature  being  the 
thorough  success  attending  the  introduction  of  grayling. 
Owing  to  the  re-organization  of  the  Henley  Association, 
your  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  F.  Brown)  has  this  year  under¬ 
taken  the  management  of  this  fishery  on  behalf  of  the 
two  associations. 

“  While  all  tins  more  or  loss  routine,  but  essential 
and  really  good  work  has  been  carried  on,  as  usual, 
quietly  and  succ'sefully,  a  crisis  has  arisen  which  re¬ 
cently  threatened  to  nullify  all  the  efforts  of  your  asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  public  good,  if  not,  indeed,  to  lead  to  its 
dissolution.  A'our  committee  allude  to  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  set  of  draft  Fishery  Bye-laws  issued  by  and 
still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Thames 
Conservancy.  So  vital  and  of  such  grave  import  is  this 
matter  that  no  apology  is  needed  for  here  recording  in 

brief  the  various  stages  of  the  question . ”  (The 

most  important  points  have  already  been  reported  in  the 
Fixliing  Gazette.) 

“  The  matter  has  been  warmly  taken  up  by  the  various 
associations  affected,  and  by  the  sporting  and  general 
press  ;  and  the  indignant  condemnation  expressed  in  all 
quarters  of  the  new  draft  has  resulted  in  the  conser¬ 
vators  agreeing  to  further  consider  the  matter.  Your 
committee  have  reason  to  hope,  and  indeed  to  believe, 
that  the  recommendations  set  out  above  will  yet  be  sub¬ 
stantially  adopted,  and  the  obnoxious  new  clauses 
abandoned.  Should  this  hope,  however,  unhappily  prove 
ill-founded,  they  confidently  anticipate  the  cordial  sup¬ 
port  of  this  association  at  large,  and  of  all  others 
interested  in  preventing  the  destruction  of  the  Thames 
as  an  angling  resort,  in  opposition  before  the  Privy 
Council . 

“  The  death  during  the  year  is  recorded,  with  sincere 
regret,  of  two  members  of  the  committee — Mr.  Arthur 
Berry,  of  Caversham,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Knight,  J.P.,  of 
Henley-on-Thames. 

“No  less  than  16  now  members  have  been  elected 
during  the  year,  so  that  (in  spite  of  a  few  resignations 
owing  to  leaving  the  district  and  other  causes)  the  mem¬ 
bership  roll  still  shows  a  satisfactory  growth. 

“  The  cash  account  accompanying  this  report  testifies 
that  the  sound  financial  position  of  the  association  has 
been  well  maintained.” 

Mr.  Creed  proposed  the  re-election  of  Mr.  James 
Simmonds,  as  president,  for  another  year. 

Mr.  Bonny  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  car¬ 
ried  unanimously. 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Bonny,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Blowers,  Messrs.  R.  Benyon,  J.P.,  A.  C.  Butler,  H. 
Creed,  W.  Ferguson,  A.  Hurley,  K.  B.  Marston,  F.  C. 
Parker,  W.  AV.  Ridley,  and  W.  Senior  were  re-appointed 
vice-presidents. 

The  Chairman  proposed,  Mr.  Hickie  seconded,  and 
it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  Mr.  Charles  Stephens, 
J.P.,  be  [requested  to  act  as  honorary  treasurer  for 
another  year. 


Mr.  Hurley  moved  and  Mr.  Butler  seconded  the 
re-election  of  the  auditors,  Messrs.  Creed  and  Ferguson, 
which  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  committee  were  then  elected  as  under,  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Blowers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Creed  ; 
Messrs.  W.  Bonny,  S.  Biggs,  W.  Collins,  AV.  G.  Flana¬ 
gan,  AY.  Hickie,  B.  R.  Body,  C.C.,  J.  AY.  Lindars,  T. 
Mackrill,  Ernest  Simmons,  J.  Sims,  H.  W.  Verey,  J.P., 
and  G.  AY.  AA'ebb  ;  the  names  of  Dr.  R.  P.  Jeston  and 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (representing  the  Henley  Association), 
and  Messrs.  R.  Nicholson  and  H.  W.  Russell,  C.C. 
(representing  the  Maidenhead  Association),  being  added 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  seconded  by  Mr.  Creed. 

Messrs.  Butler  and  Brown  were  chosen  to  represent 
the  association  on  the  committees  of  the  Henley  and 
Maidenhead  associations. 

The  President  proposed  that  Mr.  Brown  be  asked  to 
continue  to  act  as  hon.  sec.,  and  this  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Creed,  and  heartily  carried. 

The  business  meeting  closed  with  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  president. 

The  Dinner. 

An  excellent  dinner  was  subsequently  served  at  the 
hotel  to  about  forty  gentlemen. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  James  Simonds)  announced 
apologies  from  Mr.  C.  T.  Murdoch  (late  member  for 
Reading),  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  AY.  Senior,  Lieut. 
Bell.  R  N..  and  others. 

Mr.  Butler,  in  proposing  “  Kindred  Associations,” 
referreil  to  the  good  and  unselfish  work  done  by  the 
various  societies  which  preserved  and  protected  the 
fishing  in  the  Thames  for  the  good  of  all.  He  had  for 
many  years  been  striving  to  bring  about  a  closer  union 
between  the  up-river  associations,  and  was  glad  to  say 
ihat  they  now  worked  together  in  perfect  harmony. 
There  were  associations  for  the  promotion  of  Thames 
angling  at  Oxford,  Reading.  Henley,  Marlow,  Maiden¬ 
head,  and  AYindsor ;  and  he  did  not  yet  despair  of  seeing 
similar  societies  formed  at  Abingdon  and  AYallingford, 
so  as  to  complete  the  chain  of  protection.  He  coupled 
with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  a  barrister 
and  a  writer  of  distinction,  whose  special  claim  on  their 
consideration  that  evening  was,  however,  his  enthusiasm 
in  the  cause  of  Thames  preservation.  Mr.  Cook  founded 
the  Henley  Association,  of  which  he  was  hon.  secretary 
until  change  of  residence  led  to  his  resigning  ;  but  when 
he  saw  that  the  association  was  likely  to  fall  to  pieces 
he  came  to  the  rescue,  and  at  great  personal  sacrifice 
resumed  the  arduous  and  thankless  secretarial  duties. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Cook,  replying,  said  Mr.  Butler  was  his  father  in 
Thames  presprvatir.n,  and  had  rendered  him  great 
assistance.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Reading, 
Henley,  Maidenhead,  and  other  associations  there  was 
no  better  trout  stream  in  the  United  Kingdom  than  the 
Thames.  In  that  grand  river  the  trout  did  not  go  “  five 
to  the  pound,”  but  were  fish  that  fought  as  gamely  as 
sea  trout,  and  far  better  than  salmon  or  grilse.  The 
fight  about  the  bye-laws  was  hardly  yet  oyer,  but  they 
had  got  inside  the  fortress.  Having  given  a  short 
history  of  the  bye-laws,  he  concluded  by  saying  that 
the  kindred  a.ssociations  had  no  petty  jealousies,  but 
had  the  one  object  of  jjromoting  the  good  of  the  whole 
river.  (Applause  ) 

Mr.  C.  B.  Stevens  proposed  “The  Mayor  and  Cor¬ 
poration  of  Beading.” 

The  Mayor  responded.  Even  a  mayor,  he  said,  could 
not  alwa3s  have  things  his  own  way,  even  if  he  wished, 
and  he  was  rather  disappointed  that  he  could  not  bring 
them  as  good  news  about  the  Thames-side  improvement 
as  Mr.  Cook  had  brought  them  about  the  Thames  bye¬ 
laws.  The  council  had  not  thought  fit  to  carry  out  in 
its  entirety  the  scheme  of  the  Improvement  Association, 
and  therefore  the  matter  was  practically,  for  the 
moment,  shelved.  He  thought,  however,  that  if  a 
modified  scheme  were  brought  before  them  another  day 
it  might  be  carried  out,  many  gentlemen  on  the  corpora¬ 
tion  being  ready  and  willing  to  co-operate  in  a  practical 
scheme  which  would  not  involve  the  expenditure  of  a 
large  sum  of  money  that  some  of  them  thought  the  town 
could  not  afford.  They  did  not  intend  to  pass  any  of 
the  great  schemes  before  them  without  duo  considera¬ 
tion,  and  they  meant  to  take  them  in  order  and  pass 
them,  as  they  could,  for  the  good  of  the  town.  The 
corporation  would  always  look  upon  it  as  their  bounden 
duty,  and  he  a.s  mayor,  looked  on  it  as  his  bounden  and 
pleasurable  duty  to  forward  the  interests  of  that  (the 
angling)  and  other  valuable  associations.  He  hoped 
they  would  all  attend  the  meeting  called  by  Sir  Gilbert 
East  to  consider  the  status  of  the  Thames  Conservancy. 
The  organisation  of  that  body  must  be  watched  very 
closely.  Many  gentlemen  in  Reading  who  were  entitled 
to  vote  for  conservators  were  not  registered  ;  and  he 
understood  that  while  London  was  much  over-repre- 
Sfuted,  the  Upper  Thames  was  under-represented. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Public  rights  had  been  to  a  great  extent 
ignored  by  the  conservancy,  and  he  should  be  very  glad 
to  see  new  blood  on  the  board.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  next  submittedThe  toast  of  the  even¬ 
ing.  It  was  very  gratifying  that  they  had  another 
accession  of  members,  for  the  continuance  and  increase 
of  the  good  work  they  had  done  in  the  past  depended 
upon  the  amount  of  support  they  received.  The  number 
of  the  Thames  anglers  consisted  principally  of  working 
men,  and  he  could  not  conceive  any  more  healthy  pur¬ 
suit.  He  could  not  see  why  netting,  except  for  the 
purposes  of  catching  bait,  was  allowed  at  all  in  fresh 
water,  and  he  should  like  to  see  it  done  away  with 
altogether.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  improvement 
of  the  Thames-side  would  increase  the  trade  of  the  town, 
but  he  did  believe  that  stocking  the  river  as  they  did 
with  fish  would  have  that  effect.  (Applause.)  In  con¬ 


clusion,  ho  referred  to  the  friendly  relations  betwcei 
the  various  associations,  and  the  reciprocity  in  their 
work. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  replj’,  said  he  believed  the  association 
would  now  carry  their  views  as  to  the  proposed  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  bye-laws,  and  that  the  new  netting  bye-law 
would  be  thrown  out  entirely.  Their  object  was  solely 
to  do  their  best  for  the  benefit  of  genuine  anglers,  and 
their  whole  work  was  philanthropic.  Their  aim  was  to 
protect  the  river  from  unfair  fishing  and  poaching,  and 
to  increase  the  stock  of  fish  ;  and,  as  the  president  had 
said,  if  their  funds  were  larger,  they  could  improve  the 
fishing  still  more.  (Applause.) 

The  toast  of  “  The  President,”  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Ridley,  in  appropriate  terms. 

Mr.  Simonds,  in  response,  said  that  while  he  should 
not  feel  in  the  least  hurt  if  they  found  any  one  who 
would  be  more  useful,  and  put  him  in  his  place,  he 
appreciated  the  compliment  very  much  indeed,  and  ns 
long  as  they  continued  on  the  present  lines  he  should  be 
glad  to  remain  their  president.  He  owned  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  the  Loddon,  and  should  be  pleased  to  give 
leave  to  any  member  of  that  association  to  fish  there, 
knowing  that  they  would  fish  as  sportsmen.  (Applause.) 
In  conclusion,  he  gave,  in  graceful  terms,  the  health  of 
the  vice-chairman. 

Mr.  Hurley  suitably  responded,  and  the  list  came  to 
an  end. 

During  the  evening,  songs  and  dnets  were  given  m 
splendid  style  I  y  Mcs.-rs.  Knill.  Bonnj-.  Lo  Couteur,  and 
Flanagan,  and  recitations  by  tlie  Rev.  D.  Ames  an  I 
Mr.  Knight,  and  Mr.  Beeson  kindly  showed  some  extra¬ 
ordinary  feats  of  legerdemain.  Mr.  A.  J.  AA^alker  was 
the  accompanist. 


CARLISLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Carlisle  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion  was  held  on  Friday  night  in  the  Caledonian  Hotel. 
Mr.  George  Coulthard  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  there 
was  a  large  attendance.  The  balance-sheet  showed  th  it 
ihe  receipts,  with  a  balance  of  .£14.5  03.  7J.  from  1831, 
amounted  to  ,£260  2s.  3d.,  and  included  JH13  2s.  (>1. 
tickets  sold.  The  payments  included  ,£85  163.  3d. 
fishery  rents;  .£44  16s.,  Howietown  Fishery  for  4)O0 
yearlings  and  carriage  ;  and  £30  miscellaneous,  leaving 
a  balance  in  the  bank  of  £9!)  8s.  2d. 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report 
and  statement  of  accounts,  said  they  would  all  regret 
with  him  that  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  they  had 
year  after  year  been  losing  water  in  the  upper  stretches 
of  the  river,  and  only  this  year  they  had  lost  the  water 
which  they  had  had  for  many  years  between  AYetheral 
and  AYarwick  Bridge,  and  also  the  water  at  AYallaco 
Field.  Now  the  highest  part  of  their  water  was  that 
which  belonged  to  Mr.  Macinnes.  As  the  report  stated, 
the  lease  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter's  water  to  Corby 
Castle  came  to  a  close  sometime  daring  last  year,  and 
the  whole  of  the  committee  w’ere  in  great  hopes  that 
they  would  get  a  large  part  of  that  water,  but,  unfor¬ 
tunately  for  them,  they  had  not  done  so.  They  were 
told  by  Mr.  Saul,  he  thought  it  was,  that  the  water  was 
in  the  market,  and  they  were  asked  to  make  an  offer  for 
it.  They  did  so,  but  it  was  not  accepted.  Since  then 
he  bad  been  told  by  the  gentleman  who  had  taken  the 
water  that  it  was  never  intended  that  the  association 
should  have  it,  and  why  they  wei-e  asked  to  make  an 
offer  ho  could  not  understand ;  and  possibly  if  they  had 
not  made  the  offor  they  might  have  had  it  to-day.  AYith 
respect  to  Mr.  Maclnnes’s  water  he  thought  under  the 
circumstances  they  were  really  deeply  indebted  to  Mr. 
Macinnes,  seeing  that  although  they  had  lost  the  whole 
of  the  water  up  above  his  he  had  again  kindly  given  them 
the  whole  of  his  water  free  of  charge  all  the  way  from 
Botcherby  Lane  End  to  the  Petteril  on  the  one  side 
and  from  Brunstook  Beck  to  Eden  Bridge  on  the  other. 
AYith  regard  to  the  stipulation  which  Mr.  Macinnes  had 
made  he  might  say  that  he  had  been  informed  that  Mr. 
Macinnes  kept  a  record  of  the  fish  killed,  the  pools  they 
we-e  killed  in,  and  the  gentlemen  who  killed  them. 
They  were  also  very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Robinson  for  having  granted  them  his  water  free  of 
charge.  He  thought  the  association  would  soon  have  to 
wind  up  if  it  was  not  for  those  two  gentlemen,  and  he 
hoped  the  members  would  uss  their  utmost  endeavours 
not  to  break  any  of  the  rules  of  the  association,  and  to 
do  their  best  to  restore  the  association  to  the  position  it 
had  occupied.  The  association  had  been  in  existence 
forty  years,  and  he  hoped  the  time  was  coming  when  the 
upper  proprietors  would  see  their  way  to  give  them  some 
of  their  water.  He  did  not  know  why  the  upper  pro¬ 
prietors  should  have  taken  umbrage  at  the  association. 
Before  the  Fishery  Board  was  established  the  association 
watched  the  river  for  years  ;  and  a  few  5  ears  ago  they 
put  £50  worth  of  trout  into  the  river,  and  only  last  year 
they  added  another  £40  worth. 

Mr.  Fox  said  that  they  paid  £30  a  year  to  the  Fishery 
Board.  Now  that  they  bad  twelve  miles  less  of  water 
he  thought  that  the  payment  to  the  Fishery  Board  ought 
to  bo  reduced. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  they  got  £15  of  the 
£30  back.  In  fact  they  only  paid  £14,  and  he  supposed 
that  would  be  for  checking  their  tickets.  He  might 
mention  that  there  bad  been  a  proposition  brought  for¬ 
ward  to  ask  the  Fishery  Board  to  reduce  the  licence.». 
It  was  £109  they  paid  altogether  to  the  Fishery  Board, 
and  as  he  had  pointed  out  to  the  board,  they  paid  that 
for  what  purpose  he  did  not  know.  They  paid  that  for 
licences.  Ho  believed  that  the  water  would  be  watched 
if  there  was  no  association  in  existence,  bu  t  stil  1  he  might 
remind  them  that  those  licences  were  charged  a  guinea 
at  the  beginning  and  they  had  never  been  reduced.  He 
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might  say  that  they  had  a  resolution  on  the  minutes 
asking  the  representative  of  the  association,  Mr.  Rout- 
ledge,  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  board  at  the  next 
quarterly  meeting. 

Mr.  Rotjtledue  said  it  would  also  be  suggested  that 
day  tickets  at  half-a-crown  for  salmon  fishing  be  granted. 
At  present  they  could  only  get  tickets  for  a  week  for  53. 

Mr.  Strong  seconded  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of 
the  report,  Ac.,  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Routledge  said  that  Mr.  Slater  had  decided  to 
retire  from  the  secretaryship,  and  he  had  great  pleasure 
in  proposing  that  Mr.  Coulthard  be  elected  secretary 
for  the  next  three  years. 

Mr.  Watters  seconded  the  motion,  audit  was  carried 
unanimously. 

The  Chairman  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Slater  for  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  associa¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Kbndale  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  car¬ 
ried  with  acclamation. 

Mr.  Routledge  said  that  as  a  member  of  the  Fishery 
Board  he  might  say  that  the  proposal  to  construct  a  pass 
at  Armathwaite  Bay  was  on  the  agenda  for  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Fishery  Board. 

Mr.  Parkins  suggested  that  a  testimonial  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  Mr.  Slater  tor  his  services  as  secretary  to  the 
association. — After  some  discussion  it  was  agreed,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Fletcher  Ritson,  that  ^65  be  voted 
out  of  the  funds  towards  a  testimonial.  It  was  also 
decided  that  the  committee  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
the  presentation  of  a  testimonial  to  Mr.  Slater  at  a 
general  meeting  of  the  association. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  O.  Stubbs,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Rudd  was  re-elected  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  three  years.  It  was  announced  that  the 
following  had  been  elected  on  the  Committee  to  fill  the 
vacancies  which  occurred  by  rotation  : — Mr.  W.  G 
Stubbs,  45  ;  Mr.  Sayers,  34 ;  Mr.  W.  Routledge,  33  ; 
and  Mr.  Taylor,  Newtown,  29.  Messrs.  Pass  and 
Fletcher  Ritson  were  appointed  auditors. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  that  the  tickets  be  reduced  to  IOj., 
seeing  that  the  Association  had  funds  on  hand. 

The  motion  was  not  carried,  and  the  proceedings 
shortly  afterwards  terminated. 


BRISTOL  .4NGLERS’  CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION 
DINNER. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Bristol  Anglers’  Central 
Association  was  held  on  Feb.  8  at  the  Royal  Hotel 
College  Green,  when  there  was  a  good  attendance.  Mr. 
E.  W.  B.  Villiers  took  the  chair,  and  he  was  supported 
by  the  Dean  of  Bristol,  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Quick,  and  many 
others. 

In  replying  to  the  toast  of  “The  Bishop  and  Clergy, 
and  Ministers  of  all  Denominations,”  the  Dean  greeted 
his  hearers  as  “  fellow  disciples  of  the  gentle  art,”  and 
announced  himself  as  an  enthusiastic  fly-fisher.  He 
claimed  to  be  one  of  themselves,  both  in  theory  and 
practice.  His  father  was  a  scientific  fisherman,  and 
always  made  his  flies  by  the  water’s  edge.  He  could 
not  say  that  his  own  earliest  attempts,  made  at  the  age 
of  ten,  to  catch  smelts  in  a  Yorkshire  river,  were  very 
successful.  (Laughter).  Since  then,  however,  ho  had 
fi.shed  a  good  many  of  the  streams  in  England,  and  some 
of  the  best  lakes  in  Scotland  and  North  Wales.  To  his 
mind  there  was  no  time  so  recreative  and  so  full  of  its 
own  genuine  happiness  as  when  the  water  was  in  good 
order,  the  fish  were  on  the  rise,  and  they  knew  they  had 
got  good  flies.  They  would  never,  of  course,  bo  agreed 
as  to  whether  they  should  throw  up  stream  or  down 
stream,  or  whether  to  throw  quickly  or  less  quickly,  for 
those  were  the  little  differences  of  their  craft.  ( Laughter). 
The  great  difficulty  in  these  days  was  to  know  where  to 
go.  What  with  poaching— which  generally  took  place 
on  Sunday  when  he  was  in  the  cathedral  and  could  not 
look  after  poachers — (laughter)— and  what  with  the  pol¬ 
lution  of  streams  by  mills  and  in  other  ways,  and  what 
with  the  tyros  who  flogged  rivers  right  and  left,  they 
could  scarcely  find  any  place  where  they  could  get  a 
good  day’s  sport.  He  was,  though,  hoping  after  Lent 
to  take  up  his  rods  and  go  to  an  ideal  river,  strictly 
preserved,  the  situation  of  which  he  had  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  telling  any  of  his  hearers.  (Laughter).  He 
longed  to  know  of  some  stream  near  Bristol  where  he 
could  get  a  decent  day’s  fishing,  for  the  Avon  did  not 
tempt  him.  (Laughter).  To  find  himself  some  day  by  a 
quiet  stream,  and  to  bring  home  a  creel  of  trout  would 
not,  he  hoped,  make  him  less  a  fisher  of  men.  (Hear, 
hear). 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  “  Bristol  Central”  and 
the  “  Provincial  Angling  Association,”  and  mentioned 
that  he  had  attended  a  meeting  of  conservators  at  Bath, 
and  had  brought  forward  the  subject  of  the  pollution 
of  rivers.  Ho  found,  however,  that  the  Board  of  Con¬ 
servators  were  practically  powerless  as  regards  bringing 
action  against  the  polluters  of  streams,  for  even  if  they 
had  the  necessary  standing  they  were  entirely  without 
the  necessary  funds.  It  would  be  a  big  task  to  tackle 
all  the  polluters  of  their  streams,  and  as  the  board  had 
no  income  except  what  was  derived  from  the  licences 
paid  for  fishing,  they  could  not  undertake  such  a  task. 
It  was  hoped,  however,  that  the  County  Council 
might  at  some  future  time  remedy  their  present 
grievances.  Bath  and  Bradford  and  Trowbridge 
were  all  sinners  in  this  respect,  but  'Trowbridge  was 
the  worst  sinner  of  the  lot.  (Hear,  hear).  Bath,  too, 
flashed  her  sewers  with  chloride  of  lime,  which  killed 
the  fish  in  the  river  by  tons.  Ho  was  glad  to  say  that 
seven  out  of  the  ton  Bristol  angling  clubs  had  now 
oined  the  central  association.  (Applause). 


Mr.  ,1.  W.  CuNDALL,  hon.  secretary,  who  responded, 
said  that  the  _  Bristol  Central  Association  was  in  about 
the  same  position  as  it  was  a  year'  ago.  The  efforts 
they  made  during  the  summer  to  secure  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  a  long  stretch  of  the  Avon  above  Ivoynsham 
had,  unfortunately,  fallen  through  owing  to  a  failure  to 
agree  with  the  owner  of  the  fishing  rights  as 
to  details.  The  Provincial  Association  had  greatly 
advanced,  and  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company,  and  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Company,  were  now  making  substantial  concessions  to 
members  all  through  the  provinces.  In  conclusion, 
ho  pointed  out  that  in  the  brotherhood  of  anglers 
they  were  all  fraternally  inclined,  and  there  were  no 
class  distinctions.  The  only  distinction  they  recognised 
was  that  of  skill.  (Hoar,  hear). 

Mr.  R.  D.  Frost  proposed  “  The  Avon,  Brue,  and 
Parrett  Fishery  Board.”  coupling  with  the  toast  the 
name  of  Mr.  T.  Foster  Barham. 

Mr.  Foster  Barham,  in  returning  thanks,  said  the 
fishing  throughout  the  district  had  been  poor  during  the 
past  year.  There  had  been  very  little  water,  and  the 
cry  about  pollution  was  louder  than  ever.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  mentioned  a  case  of  pollution  of  a  river  in  the 
district  which  had  recently  been  brought  under  his 
notice,  in  which  everything  that  swam  in  the  water  was 
killed.  The  specimens  of  dead  fish  sent  him  with  respect 
to  this  case  included  a  magnificent  trout,  weighing  51b. 
4oz.  If  any  poor  man,  he  remarked,  threw  a  handful  of 
lime  into  the  river  to  catch  a  few  fish  they  might  put 
him  in  prison  ;  but  when  a  manufactory  or  public  body 
poured  refuse  into  a  stream  and  killed  all  the  fish  for 
three  or  four  miles  there  was  no  chance  of  doing  any¬ 
thing  with  them,  except  by  having  recourse  to  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Act.  This  was  one  of  those  Acts 
passed  with  the  intention  of  satisfying  a  popular  cry, 
but  it  was  so  hedged  round  with  difficulties  and  for¬ 
malities  as  to  bo  quite  unworkable.  (Hear,  hear.)  The 
only  hope  for  the  future  was  that  the  county  councils, 
with  the  ratepayers  at  their  back,  might  be  induced  to 
take  up  the  question  of  the  pollution  of  rivers,  or  an 
enlightened  Government  —  (laughter)  —  might  be 
persuaded  to  pass  a  Rivers  Pollution  Act  that  could  be 
worked,  but  until  then  their  streams  would  remain  in 
their  present  filthy  condition.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Other  toasts  followed,  and  during  the  evening  a 
number  of  songs  were  sung. 


RIGHT  OF  FISHING  IN  THE  VYRNWY. 

The  case  of  George  v.  Carpenter  came  on  for  hearing 
on  Tuesday  week,  before  Justices  Lawrance  and  Henn 
Collins,  sitting  as  a  divisional  court  in  the  Queen’s 
Bench  Division.  Mr.  Willis  Bund  appeared  for  the 
appellant,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  Q.C.,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Taylor,  and  Mr.  P.  C.  Morris,  for  the  respondents. 

Mr.  Bund  said  this  was  an  appeal  on  a  case  stated  by 
two  justices  of  Montgomeryshire,  which  raise!  the 
point  whether  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool,  who  had 
obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  erect  a  dam  across  a 
river,  were  thereby  entitled  to  say  that  the  part  of  the 
river  above  the  dam  was  taken  out  of  the  fishery  district. 
The  district  in  question  comprised  a  very  large  area, 
and  part  of  it  was  known  as  the  River  Vyrnwy.  In  1830 
the  Corporation  of  Liverpool  obtained  parliamentary 
powers  to  take  water  from  the  Vyrnwy  to  sujiply  Liver¬ 
pool,  and  under  the  authority  of  that  Act  they  con¬ 
structed  a  dam  across  the  river.  Previously  to  that, 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board  had  granted  licences  to 
capture  trout  in  the  whole  of  the  Vyrnwy.  They  con¬ 
tinued  to  do  BO  till  1890,  and  in  that  year  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  having  finished  building  their  dam,  thereby  turning 
the  river  above  it  into  a  reservoir,  claimed  that  nobody 
fishing  in  their  reservoir  ought  to  pay  licence  duty. 

Mr.  J.  Watson,  Q.C.,  for  the  respondents,  said  his 
point  was,  that  the  effect  of  what  was  done  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament  was,  to  put  an  end  to  that  tributary  of 
the  Severn  which  lay  beyond  the  line  of  the  dam.  In 
other  words,  that  as  the  River  Vyrnwy  ceased  to  exist 
in  any  sense  of  the  word  as  a  river  after  the  dam  was 
made,  and  the  water  allowed  to  fill  up  the  reservoir,  the 
dam  itself  did  not  become  a  tributary  in  any  ordinary 
sense. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrance,  in  giving  judgment,  said 
there  were  two  questions  to  decide.  First,  whether  the 
Vyrnwy  was  a  tributary  of  the  Severn  ;  and  secondly, 
whether  the  right  of  the  conservators' to  issue  licences 
to  fish  had  been  extinguished.  In  his  judgment,  the 
first  question  should  be  answered  in  the  negative,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  needful  to  answer  the  second  :  but 
if  it  were  necessary,  he  should  answer  it  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  position  of  the 
River  Vyrnwy  before  the  Liverpool  Waterworks  Act  was 
passsed,  there  could  be  no  doubt  it  was  once  a  tributary 
of  the  Severn,  but  was  not  so  now.  The  fishery  above 
the  dam  was  absolutely  distinct  from  that  below,  as 
much  as  if  they  were  100  miles  apart.  Ho  was  of 
opinion  the  Vyrnwy  had  ceased  to  be  a  tributary. 

Mr.  Justice  Collins  said  he  was  of  the  same  opinion. 
It  was  admitted  if  the  reservoir  could  not  be  described 
as  a  tributary  of  the  Severn,  it  was  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  conservators.  He  had  to  confess 
that  his  mind  had  fluctuated  considerably  during  the 
course  of  the  arguments,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
case  of  Harbottle  and  Terry,  which  was  cited,  hedoubted 
whether  he  should  have  arrived  at  his  present  con¬ 
clusion,  which  was  in  accordance  with  that  of  his  learned 
brother.  The  decision  of  the  justices  would  stand,  and 
the  appeal  dismissed,  with  costs. 

Judgment  accordingly. 


DIPPING  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  general  meeting  of  this 
society  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  at  the  Great 
White  Horse  Hotel,  Ipswich,  Mr.  H.  A.  Byng  presiding. 

'The  Chairman  expressed  his  pleasure  at  meeting  so 
numerous  and  representative  a  gathering  of  members, 
more  especially  as  ho  remembered  those  bygone  times, 
when  the  society  met  wanting  men,  wanting  funds,  and 
wanting  force  to  carry  on  their  objects.  All  this,  he 
was  glad  to  say,  was  past ;  the  society,  after  some 
vicissitudes,  which  few  present  could  remember,  was 
now  a  success,  and  he  congratulated  them  upon  the 
fact.  (Applause.) 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Edgecombe)  reported  that 
the  year,  on  the  whole,  had  not  been  tavourable  for 
anglers  generally,  but  that,  in  spite  of  this,  the  pre¬ 
served  waters  had  shown  good  sport.  Good  takes  of 
pike  had  been  made,  fish  of  (ilb.  and  71b.  coming  well  to 
the  front,  while  the  largest  fish  recorded  was  9Jlb.  ; 
there  had  been  nice  takes  of  roach,  the  largest  fish 
weighing  lib.  lOoz.  ;  perch  had  shown  up  well,  for  the 
few  fishers  who  angled  for  them,  the  largest  fish  being 
11b.  4Joz. ;  bream  are  more  numerous,  and  fish  of  Sjlb. 
and  2|lb.  were  taken  ;  tench  are  plentiful,  one  of  31b.  Joz. 
being  the  biggest  recorded ;  dace  are  quietly  increasing 
in  numbers ;  and  trout  are  occasionally  met  with.  He 
was  glad  to  report  that  the  first  close  season  under  the 
Mundella  Acts  was  well  observed,  and  every  care  had 
been  taken  by  the  hon.  water  bailiffs  to  carry  out  the 
bye-laws.  Good  additions  of  splendid  chub  had  been 
made  to  previous  stock,  409  carp  of  21b.  to  71b., 
1000  tench,  and  (iOO  Prussian  carp,  gudgeon,  and  roach 
without  count  had  also  been  added  to  stock,  through  the 
kindness  of  a  friend  of  society.  The  financial  statement 
showed  receipts,  including  balance  of  1891,  .£14 13s.  lid., 
as  .£80  143.  9d.,  and  expenditure  d£G4  Is.  3d.,  leaving 
balance  in  hand  of  dfilfi  13s.  fid.  on  the  general  account. 
The  stocking  account  showed  a  balance  in  favour  of  the 
society  of  18s.  fid.,  after  expenditure  of  .£9  Ss.  Oj-i.  upon 
chub,  &c. 

'The  report  and  accounts  passed  with  satisfaction. 

The  election  of  officers  then  took  place,  when  Lord  de 
Saumarez  and  Major  Robert  Phillipps  were  re  elected 
hon.  presidents,  and  Capt.  E.  G.  Pretyman  president. 

The  subject  of  the  merging  of  the  “Angling  Club  ” 
in  connection  with  the  society  was  discussed,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  the  amalgamation  was  decided  upon,  so  as  to 
bring  all  the  members  of  the  society  into  touch  with 
angling  interests  and  work ;  the  club  itself  having 
since  its  original  formation  been  the  lever  of  improve¬ 
ment  in  matters  piscatorial. 

A  proposal  was  made  that  the  minimum  sizes  of  pike 
and  perch  to  be  taken  in  the  society’s  waters  should 
be  raised  to  22in.  instead  of  20in.,  and  8in.  instead  of 
fiin.  respectively  ;  this  was  at  once  resolved  upon,  and 
is  to  come  into  force  from  date. 

A  committee  was  formed  to  remodel  rules  to  meet  the 
conditions  of  the  society.  Hearty  votes  of  thanks 
were  accorded  to  riparian  owners,  and  tenants  of  pre¬ 
served  waters ;  to  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  coupled 
with  the  name  of  Mr.  J.  Flower ;  to  the  chairman  for 
his  able  conduct  in  the  chair  ;  to  the  host,  Mr.  M.  P. 
Clark,  for  his  unwavering  support  and  courtesy  ;  and 
to  the  hon.  secretary  for  his  long  services  and  attention 
to  interests  of  the  society. 

A  splendid  specimen  of  a  male  otter  killed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  town,  weighing  24lb.,  and 
measuring  4ft.  in  length,  was  on  view  in  the  room. 

Two  members  present  at  the  meeting  mentioned  that 
they  had  taken  during  the  afternoon  a  nice  pike  of  71b., 
and  7 Jib.  of  fine  roach. 


Fishery  Prosecutions. — At  a  recent  Court  of 
Petty  Sessions,  held  at  Mullingar,  a  respectable  looking 
farmer,  named  Timothy  Brennan,  was  prosecuted  by 
the  Westmeath  Lakes  Fish  Preservation  Society  for 
attempting  to  gaff  spawning  trout  in  a  tributary  of 
Lough  Owed.  Brennan,  who  was  defended  by  Mr.  Ham, 
Solicitor,  was  convicted  and  fined  in  the  minimum 
penalty  of  d£4  with  .£1  costs,  with  the  alternative  of 
imprisonment.  At  the  previous  court,  held  at  Mullin¬ 
gar,  there  were  five  convictions  for  chasing,  injuring,  or 
disturbing  spawning  fish  on  the  tributaries  of  Lough 
Ennell.  Small  fines  were  imposed  in  each  case,  as  the 
offenders  were  juveniles. 

“Imperial”  Silver  Cup  Competition. — Before  a 
large  assembly  of  the  angling  fraternity,  eight  competi¬ 
tors  registered  fish  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark- 
street,  S.E.,  on  the  12th  inst.  Intense  excitement  pre¬ 
vailed.  Result  to  date ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Biggs  (Funny 
Folks),  Feb.  5,  83  ;  Feb.  12,  35;  total  number  of  points, 
118.  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris  (Battersea  Friendly)  Feb.  5, 
61  ;  Feb.  12,  12 — 73.  Mr.  A.  Richards  (Burton  Pisca- 
torials),  Feb.  5,  32;  Feb.  12,  40—72.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Marsh  (Dalston),  Feb.  5,  4t;  Feb.  12,  14—58.  Mr.  G. 
Lang  (St.  George’s),  Feb.  5,29;  Feb.  12,10—39.  Mr. 
W.  Gordon  (Wellington),  Feb.  5,  17  ;  Feb.  12,  12—29. 
Mr.  A.  Dejonge  (Battersea  Friendly),  Feb.  5,  12;  Feb. 
12,  15 — 27.  Mr.  J.  Edwards  (Dalston),  Feb.  5,  15—15. 
Mr.  J.  Smith  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  Feb.  5,  12 — 12. 
Mr.  J.  Osborne  (Mildmay),  Feb.  12,  11—11.  Mr.  S.  Hill 
(Funny  Folks),  Feb.  5,  7 — 7.  Mr.  J.  Shelton  (Blaok- 
friars)  Feb.  12,  6 — 6.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  (Blackfriars), 
Feb.  12,  6 — 6.  Mr.  J.  E.  Wigley  (Rodney),  Feb.  12,  4— 
4.  The  subscribers  to  this  competition  are  Messrs.  J. 
Osborne  (Mildmay  A.S.),  T.  Thompson  (Havelock  A.S.), 
A.  Brooks  (Caxtonians),  G.  Reeves  (Caxtoniaus),  and 
Rawlings,  limited.  £5  5b.  is  the  value  of  the  cup.  Mr. 
F.  E.  LOngley  presents  an  additional  prize  of  a  roach 
pole,  value  ^£1  2s.  6d.,  made  expressly  for  this  competi¬ 
tion  by  Mr.  Richardson,  of  “  Ye  Pluckie  Perche.” 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS, 

Tue  Walworth  Waltonians  havo  applied  for  one  of 
the  “long  name  society’s  ”  papers  to  be  read  at  their 
club. 

The  Xew  Albion  Piscatorials  talk  about  paying 
another  -visit  to  Christchurch  before  the  close  of  the 
season. 

Last  Thursday  Mr.  McDermott,  of  the  Society  for 
Promoting  the  Reading  of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs,  was 
to  have  read  a  paper  on  “  Roach  Pishing  ’’  at  the  Ton- 
bridge  and  District  Angling  and  Fish  Preservation 
Society,  Tonbridge,  Kent  ;  but  the  meeting  has  been 
postponed  until  Tuesday,  the  28th  inst.  Mr.  R.  E. 
Wedgwood,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  society,  is  leaving 
no  stone  unturned  to  secure  the  success  of  the  gathering, 
and  is  laying  up  a  good  stock  of  “  Kentish  fire  ’’  with 
which  to  greet  Mr.  McDermott  and  his  London  friends. 


Mr.  R.  Ghurnet  writes  to  inform  me  that  there  will 
be  an  important  delegate  meeting  on  Monday  at  the 
Foresters’  Hall,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association,  to  receive  the  reports  of  the  deputations  to 
the  Thames  Conservators  on  the  bye-laws,  and  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  with  reference  to  the  efforts 
now  being  made  to  secure  an  extended  privilege  ticket 
on  that  line.  All  the  delegates  will,  I  feel  sure,  be 
promptly  in  their  places  on  the  evening  mentioned.  I 
trust  both  deputations  may  be  welcomed  back  as  victors. 


The  Junior  Fly-Fishers  are  getting  ready  for  the 
trout.  They  had  an  exhibition  of  flies  at  headquarters 
on  Thursday.  _ _ 


strated  with  some  anglers  for  “trampling  down  his 
grass.”  Just  here  is  a  public  path,  and  the  anglers— 
three  most  respectable  men — indignantly  denied  that 
they  had  caused  any  injury  to  the  man’s  grass.  'The 
landowner  said  he  would  call  the  police  to  them.  The 
anglers  meanwhile  relied  on  the  towing-path  to  protect 
them.  The  village  policeman,  an  ardent  Waltonian, 
duly  appeared,  sided  with  the  landowner,  and  said  the 
anglers  had  no  right  there.  Soon  afterwards,  one  of  the 
obdurate  fishers  had  a  “  knock,”  and  the  “  bobby,”  , 
forgetting  the  lecture  he  had  been  indulging  in,  excitedly 
exclaimed,  “  Look  !  you’ve  got  a  bite.  Missed  him,  I’ll 
bo  blowed  1  ”  _ _ 


The  members  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society 
were  out  on  the  12th  inst.  for  several  prizes,  but  I  am 
sorry  to  hear,  encountered  indifferent  sport.  Mr.  D. 
Davis  was  the  only  one  to  show  anything  like  a  dish  of 
fish — four  chub,  averaging  about  21b.  each.  He  took 
the  first  prize,  and  Mr.  Hickson  was  awarded  second 
honours.  _ _ 


The  Cam  “  was  lashed  into  a  gale  on  Sunday  in 
which  no  float  could  live.”  This  was  the  eloquent 
I  though  sadly-related  description  which  a  City  piscatorial 
I  gave  mo  of  the  condition  of  things  down  ~  -  way.  This 

I  dash  is  appropriate,  for  the  angler  mentioned  had  a 
blank.  There  were  no  big  dace  about  this  time. 


Ip  this  should  catch  the  eye  of  the  two  anglers  from 
Woolwich  who  alighted  from  a  main  line  train  at  Strat¬ 
ford,  on  Thursday  week  night,  and  called  out  that  they 
had  left  a  wrapper  in  the  carriage,  I  am  asked  to  say 
that  no  such  article  could  be  discovered  by  the  two 
anglers  who  remained  in  the  compartment.  One  of 
the  latter  gentlemen  affectionately  inquires  “  if  the 
eggs  reached  home  safely  ?  ’  ’  but  not  knowing,  cannot  say. 


The  following  fish  wore  weighed-in  at  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorial  Club  last  Thursday  : — A  dace  of  9oz  ;  three 
roach,  of  11b.  lljoz.,  11b.  llioz.,  and  21b.  2oz. ;  and  a  pike 
of  131b.  14oz.  'They  came  from  smrthern  waters,  not  far 
remote  from  the  Pine  Country. 


The  silver  cup  competition  still  continues  to  attract, 
and  some  nice  shows  of  roach  were,  I  am  informed, 
brought  into  the  “Imperial”  on  the  12th.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Biggs  (Funny  Folks),  118  points;  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris 
(Battersea  Friendly),  73  points;  and  Mr.  A.  Richard 
(Burton  Piscatorials),  72  points,  are  the  leading  men  at 
present.  Mr.  “  Johnnie  ”  Osborne,  the  winner  of  the  last 
cup,  commenced  operations  on  the  12th  inst.  with  11 
points.  He  will  have  to  fish  hard  if  he  intends  to  emulate 
that  performance.  _ _ _ 

The  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  havo  just  placed  a 
quantity  of  coarse  fish  in  the  water  in  the  Queen’s  Park, 
at  Brighton.  The  consignment  included  between  500 
and  GOO  rudd.  Can  anyone  inform  me  if  the  fishing  in 
the  park  is  open  to  any  angler  i 


Are  there  salmon  in  the  Rother  I-  The  East  Sussex 
County  Council  evidently  think  so,  for  I  notice  in  a  local 
paper,  under  the  heading  “  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1865,” 
they  have  appointed  eleven  gentlemen  to  form  a  board 
of  conservators  “for  the  fishery  district  of  the  rivers 
Rother,  Tillingham,  and  Brede,  and  their  tributaries,” 
&c.  Salmon  were  both  seen  and  caught  in  the  Arun  (the 
sister  river  to  the  Rother)  at  the  beginning  of  the  sea¬ 
son,  and  Mr.  Hoyle  once  told  me  of  some  suspicious 
“rises”  he  had  noticed  whilst  roach  fishing  in _  the 
Fittleworth  district  of  the  Rother.  The  question  is  so 
interesting,  that  I  should  think  a  further  communication 
from  Mr.  Hoyle,  who  has  been  in  at  the  death  of  many 
a  lordly  fish,  would  be  much  appreciated  by  club  anglers. 

A-n  amusing  story  of  “love  and  duty”  reaches  me 
from  a  quiet  little  Suffolk  village  at  which  bands  of 
London  anglers  are  wont  to  meet.  The  scene  of  it  was 
not  a  hundred  miles  from  Marks  Tey ;  there,  it 
appears,  quite  without  reason,  the  landowner  remon- 


The  largest  salmon  caught  in  the  River  Avon,  at 
Christchurch,  for  the  past  eight  years,  was  captured  on 
Wednesday  morning  by  a  fisherman  named  Rogers,  in 
the  run  at  Mudeford.  It  was  a  splendid  fish,  and 
weighed  461b.  _ _ 

Mem.  to  club  anglers.  Don’t  forgot  Mr.  Hoyle’s 
lecture  on  Tuesday,  at  the  Silver  Trout  Club,  the  Bed¬ 
ford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Strand. 


Nine  out  of  every  ten  anglers  who  fish  the  Thames 
seldom  think  of  its  trout.  Not  only  the  London  club 
anglers  but  the  local  Waltonians  as  well  seem  to  pooh- 
pooh  the  idea  that  the  Thames  is  a  river  where  the 
great  sporting  fish  is  to  be  seen  and  c  aught.  _  The  fish, 
of  course,  are  not  as  plentiful  as  blackberries,  but  in 
certain  parts,  notably  at  Hampton  Court,  Sunbury, 

I  Shepperton,  Chertsey,  Windsor,  and  other  up-river 
resorts  a  fair  number  of  trout  have  their  being.  Some 
of  the  fish  are  of  tremendous  size,  too.  I  believe  I  am 
right  in  stating  that  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  (who  has  a 
weakness  for  Thames  trout-fishing)  has  expressed  him¬ 
self  to  the  effect  that  there  are  fish  as  heavy  as  201b. 
in  the  river.  Whether  that  is  so  I  cannot  say,  but  I 
do  believe  that  if  anglers,  especially  those  living  by  the 
river-side,  took  up  their  spinning  tackle  oftener,  or 
tried  the  fly  in  likely  spots,  that  we  should  hear  much 
!  more  of  the  Thames  trout  than  we  do  at  present.  It  is 
i  asserted  that  the  Thames  trout  will  not  take  the  fly,  but 
I  this  is  a  great  mistake,  for  anglers  have,  from  time 
j  to  time,  killed  trout  when  fly-fishing  for  chub.  Only 
^  last  season,  when  I  was  fishing  for  barbel  at  Penton 
Hook,  I  saw  a  little  beauty  landed  from  the  sharp 
I  run  of  water  on  the  gravel  shallows  there.  The 
angler  was  ohubbing  at  the  time,  and  seeing  a  rise 
promptly  covered  it,  and  eventually  creeled  a  trout 
of  21b.  The  London  angler  has,  it  must  be  con¬ 
fessed,  fewer  chances  of  taking  Thames  trout  than 
the  local  man.  Observation  is  a  great  aid  to  suc¬ 
cess  in  this  direction,  and  the  local  angler  has  oppor¬ 
tunities — but  he  seldom  avails  himself  of  them — of 
walking  by  the  river  side  and  taking  stock  of  feeding 


fish.  The  London  angler,  upon  arriving  at  the  water¬ 
side,  knows  nothing  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  his  quarry, 
and,  therefore,  resorts  to  such  likely  spots  as  weirs  and 
backwaters.  But  trout  frequent  other  places  such  as 
deep  gravel  pit  holes  and  shady  bushes,  where  the 
stream  babbles  by  over  a  clean  bottom.  He  may  fish  at 
the  weir  all  day,  whilst  the  trout  have  been  dashing 
after  the  bleak  and  minnows  in  quite  a  different  spot. 
Even  the  professional  fishermen  neglect  keeping  a 
look-out  for  the  feeding  fish,  and  if  you  go  out 
with  them  ten  to  one  if  they  will  not  stick 
you  right  under  the  weir.  Here  many  a  gallant 
trout  has  succumbed  to  the  skill  of  the  angler, 
but  I  contend  that  the  non-success  of  Thames 
trout-fishing  is  in  a  great  measure  due  to  an  absence  of 
roaming  and  finding  out  where  the  fish  are  feeding.  I 
confess  the  stock  of  trout  is  perhaps  not  so  large  as  it 
might  be,  and,  hence,  the  angler  fresh  from  London 
does  not  go  to  work  so  cheerfully  with  his  live-bait  or 
spinning  tackle  as  he  would  with  his  roach-pole  or 
barbel-rod.  Perhaps,  after  all,  we  want  more  trout  in 
the  Thames  before  we  can  see  the  club  angler  on  the 
war-path.  There  is  no  reason  why  club  anglers  should 
not  think  more  of  the  trout.  These  is  no  reason  why 
the  Thames  should  not  boast  an  excellent  supply  of 
trout.  On  the  contrary,  the  conditions  are  most  favour¬ 
able  to  such  an  end.  At  no  distant  date,  too,  I  think 
we  shall  be  able  to  number  trout  in  our  take  of  the  day. 
The  matter  of  re-stocking  the  Thames  with  trout  from 
Kew  to  the  Bell  Weir  at  Egham  is  being  considered  in 
influential  quarters,  and  an  association  to  be  called  the 
Lower  Thames  Trout  Preservation  Society  is  in  course 
of  formation.  Towards  the  good  work  it  has  in  view, 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who  lately  presented  some  thousands 
of  rudd  to  the  Thames  and  Lea,  has  subscribed  the 
handsome  donation  of  10  guineas.  I  hope  many  more 
such  subscriptions  will  be  received,  as  I  view  with  de¬ 
light  the  time  to  come  when  as  the  fish  from  the  ’Thames 
are  being  weighed-in  at  the  club  they  will  occasionally 
include  a  brace  of  trout  caught  by  Goosequilh. 


Carlisle  Angling  Association. — After  an  exist¬ 
ence  of  forty  years  this  association  has  fallen  on  evil 
days.  Its  limbs  have  been  ruthlessly  lopped  in  recent 
years,  and,  at  the  annual  meeting  last  Friday  night,  it 
was  announced  that  all  the  water  above  Carlisle  has 
now  been  lost.  Through  the  liberality  of  Mr. 
Maclnnes,  of  Rickerby  House,  ex-M.P.  for  Hexham 
Division,  a  fine  stretch  of  water  at  Carlisle  affording 
fine  salmon  fishing  in  the  autumn,  is  still  available  ;  and 
in  recent  years,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  Loch- 
levens,  the  trout  fishing  about  Carlisle  has  greatly 
improved,  making  up  to  some  extent  for  the  damage 
inflicted  upon  the  whiting  and  sea-trout  fishing  by  the 
sewage  of  Carlisle.  Other  water  stretching  down  below 
Carlisle  is  either  given  or  rented,  the  amount  paid  in 
rent  last  year  being  d685  16s.  Another  blow  was  the 
resignation  of  the  secretary  (Mr.  J.  B.  Slater)  after 
several  years’  service  ;  but  the  chairman  at  the  annual 
meeting  (Mr.  George  Coulthard,  English-street,  Carl¬ 
isle),  consented  to  accept  the  secretaryship  for  three 
years — a  very  popular  appointment.  Greta. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Tra,de 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers : 

1993.  Hatton  Harrison  Leigh,  of  130,  Milnrow-road, 
Rochdale,  for  an  improved  fishing  reel. 

2091.  Charles  Playfair,  of  6,  Chichester-street,  Bel¬ 
fast,  for  improved  fly  and  tackle  base. 

2224.  Andrew  Lockhart,  of  43,  King-street,  White¬ 
haven,  for  spring  hook  attachment  for  long 
line  fishing. 


A  GEEAT  PISHEEIES  AND  SHOOTING  EXHIBITION 

WILL  BE  HELD  AT  THE 

-A.c|.-ciari-ULn:x,  es'tin^.irxs'ter 

(J.  EITCHIEj  Esq.,  ChairmaiL  and  Managing  Director), 

OH"  OOdSTHTEOTEID  WITHi 

FRESH- WATER  AND  DEEP  SEA  PISHING,  PISH  FARMING, 

AND  ARTIFICIAL  HATCHING, 

Together  with  All  Kinds  of  SHOOTING  APPLIANCES. 

lr»IIOSl^i:CTTTS  ATS  13  FULL  F ARTICXJLA.IIS  OTST  AFFLICA.TTO TvT. 

The  following  Firms  have,  amongst  others,  already  taken  spaces 

Messrs.  HARDY  BROS.,  Alnwick.  Messrs.  D.  SLATER  &  SON,  Newark-on-Trent.  Messrs.  ENRIGHT  &  SON,  Castle  Oonncl. 
Messrs.  BERNARD  &  SON,  Piccadilly.  Messrs.  OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD,  Cheltenham.  Messrs.  HEARDER  &  SON,  Plymouth. 

Mrs.  OGDEN  SMITH,  Clapham  Junction ;  and  Others. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  18,  1893. 


Ipcovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  the  members  of  the  Queen’s 
Tavern  Angling  Society  (late  Eing  of  Bells  Society)  held 
their  annual  dinner  at  their  new  place  of  meeting,  the 
Queen’s  Tavern,  Queen’s-road,  Aston.  About  thirty- 
five  of  the  members  sat  down  to  dinner,  which  was  put 
upon  the  table  in  good  style  by  Host  Dingley.  After  the 
dinner  was  disposed  of,  Mr.  T.  Coles  was  voted  to  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  J.  Qnarterman  vice-chair.  The  toast  of 
“  Success  to  the  Queen’s  Tavern  Anglers  ”  was  given 
by  Mr  Coles,  and  responded  to  by  Messrs.  Qnarterman 
and  White.  All  these  gentlemen,  in  their  remarks, 
spoke  to  the  good  step  the  club  had  made  in  re¬ 
moving  to  a  more  suitable  place  of  meeting,  and  all 
expressed  the  wish  that  the  club  would  be  more 
prosperous  in  the  future  than  in  the  past.  Some  first- 
rate  songs  were  given  by  the  members,  whilst  Mr. 
Buckley  acted  as  accompanyist.  The  usual  toast  of  the 
“  Host  and  Hostess  ”  was  replied  to  by  Host  Dingley, 
after  which  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  the  visitors 
and  chairman,  which  were  replied  to,  and  “  Auld  Lang 
Syne  ”  brought  the  evening  to  a  pleasant  close. 

The  concert  and  entertainment  at  the  Birmingham 
Arms  Hotel,  on  the  12th  inst.,  was  a  grand  success, 
the  large  assembly  room  being  crowded  to  excess.  Mr. 
T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice¬ 
chair.  The  musical  portion  of  the  programme  included 
organ,  pianoforte,  mandoline,  and  brass  band  selections. 
The  latter  item  was  the  chief  feature  of  the  evening, 
and  great  praise  is  due  to  Professor  Canldfield  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  and  his  family  acquitted  themselves. 
During  the  evening,  Mr.  Coles  addressed  the  meeting 
upon  the  benefits  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’  Benevo¬ 
lent  Society,  after  which  a  collection  was  made  on 
behalf  of  the  society.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  artists, 
to  which  Mr.  Gamw'ell  replied,  brought  the  evening  to 
a  close. 

The  Birmingham  Association’s  annual  dinner,  which 
takes  place  on  Wednesday  evening  next  at  the  head¬ 
quarters,  promises  to  be  a  big  success.  An  extension  of 
time  will  he  granted  by  the  city  magistrates.  A  host  of 
first-class  talent  is  engaged  to  make  the  evening  as 
enjoyable  as  possible.  Invitations  have  been  sent  out  to 
the  chief  railway  officials,  and  have  been  accepted,  and 
the  committee  of  management  look  forward  to  beating 
all  previous  records. 

The  Small  Heath,  Highgate  Park,  and  Eose  and 
Crown  Societies  will  have  to  look  out  or  they  will  have 
the  Camden  Society  pass  them  in  their  number  of 
members.  I  visited  the  Camden  club  on  Saturday 
evening  last  to  see  how  they  were  progressing,  and  I  was 
informed  by  Mr.  H.  Smith,  the  secretary,  that  they  had 
made  thirty-two  members  since  Jan.  1,  these  with  the 
old  members  on  the  books  bringing  up  the  total  number 
of  members  to  about  150 ;  several  other  nominations 
were  read  out  to  the  members.  I  must  congratulate 
the  club  upon  its  progress. 

The  Eose  and  Crown  Society  have  decided  to  hold 
their  Bye  Contest  at  Alrewas,  in  the  canal,  on  March  5. 
All  members  wishing  to  take  part  in  the  contest  must 
give  in  their  names  and  pay  the  entrance  fee  of  Is.  on 
or  before  Feb.  28,  or  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  take 
part  in  the  contest.  The  entrance  fees  will  be  devoted 
to  the  purchasing  of  prizes,  which  will  be  augmented 
with  several  prizes  given  by  the  members,  and  a  splendid 
marble  timepiece  and  bronze  ornaments  to  match,  given 
by  the  host,  Mr.  H.  Hodgets.  I  hope  the  members  will 
be  favoured  with  good  weather,  which  will  help  to  make 
the  contest  a  big  success. 

The  Belmont  Society,  which  hold  their  meetings  at 
the  Brunswick  Hotel,  Lancaster-street,  intend  holding 
a  special  concert  on  'Tuesday  evening  next,  Feb.  21,  in 
aid  of  the  prize  fund  of  the  society.  A  large  number 
of  artists  have  proffered  their  services,  and  the  affair 
bids  fair  to  be  a  success.  Messrs.  White  and  Mack  will 
preside  and  conduct  the  entertainment. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  giant  pike  noticed  in  last  week’s  Notes  has  not 
yet  been  captured,  and  appearances,  at  present,  are  all 
in  favour  of  his  living  to  fight  and  afford  sport  another 
season.  The  best  pike  reported  for  some  time  was  taken 
recently  in  the  Dove,  in  the  Uttoxeter  district.  I  did 
not  see  the  fish  myself,  but  it  weighed  201b.  It  was 
rather  a  poor  fish,  and  had  it  been  in  good  condition 
would  have  weighed  a  good  deal  more.  This  is  certainly 
the  largest  fish  taken  this  year  from  any  of  the  Derby¬ 
shire  rivers,  if  not  the  largest  actually  taken  with  rod 
and  line  in  the  county  this  season,  though  one  of  191b. 
(reported  some  time  ago)  taken  in  a  private  pond  near 
Derby,  runs  it  pretty  close. 

The  tributaries  have  all  been  too  full  for  angling,  and 
tte  grayling  season  may  be  regarded  as  practically  over. 
There  has  been  no  scarcity  of  fish,  but  the  uncertain 
state  of  the  waters  and  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
floods  have  rendered  the  season  only  a  very  partial 
success.  Local  anglers  have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  been 
most  successful,  as  they  were  amongst  the  trout  last 
season,  from  the  fact  that  they  were  always  on  the  spot 
and  able  to  take  advantage  of  favourable  conditions  of 
water  and  weather.  In  the  Matlock  and  Oromford 
Angling  Association’s  water  for  example,  the  local 
anglers  have  done  fairly  well.  There  is  every  prospect 
this  year  that  both  grayling  and  pike  will  spawn  early  ; 
unlike  the  trout,  all  the  last-mentioned  have  not  yet 


spawned  in  the  larger  streams,  though  in  most  of  the 
small  brooks  the  operations  are  finished.  The  waters  of 
the  larger  tributaries  of  the  Trent  have  of  late  been  too 
discoloured  for  observing  the  fish  ;  but  in  the  brooks 
they  are  still  long  and  lank  and  in  miserable  condition. 
It  will  certainly  be  the  middle  of  April  before  trout  will 
be  in  anything  approaching  condition  unless  we  have  a 
very  early  spring  and  some  exceptionally  warm  weather. 
The  demand  for  trout  licences  is  rather  greater  than 
usual  at  this  early  season  of  the  year,  and  this  is  in  it¬ 
self  a  hopeful  sign,  though,  as  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
many  people  who  ought  to  know  better  still  fish  without 
licences,  the  increase  may  only  be  due  to  the  prickings 
of  conscience. 

With  regard  to  salmon,  I  noted  last  week  that  a  few 
fresh-run  fish  had  been  seen  in  the  Beeston  district,  but 
personally  I  have  as  yet  seen  none  in  the  Trent.  I  was 
informed,  however,  when  at  Weston  on  Saturday,  that 
a  very  large  fish  had  been  showing  in  the  water  below 
King's  Mills.  Considering  the  extremely  favourable 
condition  of  the  water  for  running,  it  would  be  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  if  some  fish  had  not  found  their  way 
up.  Should  the  weather  settle  there  is  every  pros¬ 
pect  of  the  first  fish  being  taken  at  a  much  earlier 
date  than  last  year.  In  the  course  of  conversation 
with  one  of  the  regular  canal  fishers  (men,  that 
is  to  say,  who  fish  every  day  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  tackle  dealers  with  live  bait),  he  informed  me 
that  be  had  recently  taken  four  parr  in  the  canal.  He 
promptly  cony  eyed  them  to  the  Trent  and  put  them  in. 
Of  this  I  haye  no  doubt,  as  he  is  a  thoroughly  trust¬ 
worthy  man.  I  mention  the  incident  because  it  is  a  bit 
of  a  mystery  to  me  how  these  parr  get  into  the  cana’ . 
There  is  nothing,  of  course,  to  prevent  a  salmon  pene¬ 
trating  so  far  into  the  canal  at  the  junction  of  the 
Derwent  and  the  Trent,  but  they  have  never,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  been  seen  in  the  canal,  and  in  any  view  it 
would  not  be  a  natural  water  for  them  to  take,  though 
they  have  been  known  to  attempt  to  ascend  an  overflow 
from  the  canal  somewhere  near  Wilne  weir,  though 
these  attempts  were,  no  doubt,  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  the  fish  had  failed  in  their  efforts  to  get  further  up 
the  Derwent.  Parr  have  frequently  been  taken  in  the 
canal  between  Chellaston  and  Willington,  notably  about 
Twyford,  and  the  presumption  is  that  they  pass  below 
the  gates  at  the  various  locks.  The  most  important 
aspect  of  the  question  is,  do  these  fish  succeed  in  getting 
down  again  to  the  main  river  when  they  reach  the  smolt 
stage  t  The  presumption  is  that  many  of  them  do  not, 
and  yet  there  is  no  recorded  instance  of  a  land-locked 
salmon  having  been  taken  in  the  canal.  Under  normal 
conditions,  a  three-year-old  land-locked  salmon  should 
weigh  ilb.  or  so,  but  as  only  parr  have  been  taken,  they 
must  either  die  off,  or  succeed  in  getting  out  of  the 
canal. 

I  had  the  pleasure  last  week  of  being  present  at  the 
netting  of  a  large  pond,  or  small  lake,  in  Derbyshire, 
which  has  a  great  reputation  for  bream,  in  fact,  it  may 
be  questioned  if  there  is  a  better  pond  for  bream  any¬ 
where.  The  intention  of  the  owner  in  running  the 
water  off  and  netting  it  was  to  remove  as  many  coarse 
fish  of  every  kind  from  it  as  possible,  with  a  view  to 
stocking  it  with  trout.  In  three  hauls  with  the  net  we 
took  some  thousands  of  bream,  some  300  pike,  2  carp, 
2  tench,  2  perch,  and  some  hundreds  of  roach.  The 
bream  were  too  numerous  for  the  net,  large  as  it  was, 
and  we  could  not  possibly  have  taken  more.  The  dis¬ 
appointing  part  rf  the  matter  was  the  size  of  the  fish 
taken.  They  are  often  taken  with  the  rod  in  it  up  to 
51b.  and  (ilb.,  and  are  said  to  attain  the  weight  of  71b. 
and  81b.,  but  not  one  of  those  taken  was  over  41b., 
though  the  average  size  was  extremely  good.  These 
fish  were  distributed  amongst  the  people  of  the  district. 
The  pike,  too,  were  disappointing — none  being  over  61b., 
though  they  have  been  taken  by  rod  as  heavy  as  25lh. 
The  best  carp  would  be  about  121b.,  and  the  roach  were 
large  and  extremely  good  fish  to  come  out  of  a  pond. 
The  roach  and  pike  were  transferred  to  neighbouring 
ponds  and  public  waters.  The  whole  show  of  fish  was 
something  worth  going  a  long  way  to  see.  Indeed,  I 
question  if  any  of  those  present  had  ever  seen  so  many 
fresh-water  fish  gathered  together  at  one  time  and 
place. 

So  far  as  the  plebiscite  in  connection  with  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  trout  season  to  Oct.  15  has  gone,  the  majority 
seem  strongly  in  favour  of  it,  and  I  shall  not  be  the  least 
surprised  if  the  Trent  Board,  at  its  general  meeting  in 
March,  adopt  the  proposed  change. 

At  the  time  of  dispatching,  the  weather,  though  dull, 
is  fine,  and  if  we  have  no  further  rain  the  rivers  should 
soon  run  into  order.  _ 


FROM  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  boisterous  weather  which  prevailed  towards  the 
end  of  last  tveek  greatly  militated  against  sport,  and 
very  little  angling  was  done  on  either  Thursday  or  Friday. 
Saturday,  however,  was  more  favourable,  and  I  hear  of 
two  rods,  those  of  Mr.  Hambling  and  Mr.  Smith,  doing 
good  work  on  the  Forty-foot  in  a  reach  south  of  Gunn’s 
Bridge.  The  gentlemen  named  began  operations  at  10a.m., 
and  by  three  o’clock  had  secured,  between  them,  seven 
pike,  weighing  respectively  81b.,  6Jlb.,  61b.,  41b.  lOoz., 
4jlb.,  31b.  8oz.,  and  2jlb.  Both  fishermen  used  natural 
bait,  and  I  believe  they  have  never  had  a  better  day  in 
the  Fens.  Another  angler,  Mr.  Kitchen  caught  two 
nice  ones  the  same  day,  and  lost  one  further  up  the 
river.  The  reports  to  hand  this  week  show  that  the  pike 
continue  to  offer  capital  sport.  On  Monday  Mr.  Winter 
and  Mr.  Pearson,  both  “  old  hands,”  had  a  successful 
day  on  the  Becker  side  of  the  Forty-foot,  the  former 
ta'king  four  fish,  the  largest  51b.,  and  the  latter  three. 


one  of  61b.  3oz.  being  the  best.  On  the  same  river, 
nearer  Boston,  Mr.  Parker  got  a  9-pounder  this  week, 
and  another  gentleman  is  reported  to  have  captured  one 
of  the  same  weight  near  Swineshead. 

The  Welland. — Numerous  anglers  have  been  out  this 
week  with  the  trolling  bait,  and  most  of  them  have 
taken  pike.  The  heaviest  single  fish  reported  is  one  of 
8Jlb.  ,by  a  Mr.  Dawson.  Mr.  Green,  amongst  smaller 
ones,  has  secured  during  the  last  ten  days  pike  weighing 
111b.,  81b.  2oz.,  71b.,  (l^lb.,  and  51b.  Mr.  Jackson  and 
Mr.  'I’rafford  have  also  done  well  near  Stamford. 

The  Witham. — The  best  pikeing  on  this  river  can 
undoubtedly  be  obtained  between  Lincoln  and  Boston. 
Mr.  Taylor  has,  this  week,  captured  three  near  Bardney, 
weighing  close  upon  201b.,  and  Mr.  Bryce  landed'a 
brace  near  Langrick  of  131b.  the  pair.  Other  anglers 
have  also  done  uncommonly  well,  but  the  above  weight.! 
are  the  best  recorded  this  week. 


FRCM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Marsh  Court  Estate,  with  excellent  fishing  rig'uts 
upon  some  of  the  best  trout  and  grayling  waters  of 
Hampshire,  was  sold  on  Friday  last,  and  realised 
.£7,500. 

Several  Itchin  trout  have  lately  been  found  dead 
in  the  College  Mill  pond  at  Winchester.  They  have 
been  examined  closely  by  a  Field  expert,  but  no  cause 
for  death  has  been  found,  although  it  has  been  locally 
ascribed  to  poisoning.  They  were  fine  fish,  and 
averaged  2Jlb.  each,  one,  a  female,  being  full  of  eggs 
well  developed. 

A  strange  capture  has  just  been  made  in  t'ue  Solent, 
between  Eyde  and  Portsmouth.  A  large  swan  was 
noticed  in  the  water,  and  after  an  exciting  chase  it  wa.! 
captured,  and  brought  to  Portsmouth  Harbour  pier, 
where  it  was  kept  a  prisoner.  The  swan  was  a  powerfa 
wild  bird. 

The  Itchen  is  justly  celebrated  for  it.s  grayling,  and 
at  various  stages  along  the  river  they  are  to  be  met 
with,  and  can  often  be  found  at  Twyford  and  Bambridge. 
Trout  are  pretty  plentiful,  both  in  the  Itchin  and  the 
Test.  October  is  the  best  period  for  the  grayling,  but 
trout  fishing  will  be  commenced  almost  directly. 

Considerable  poaching  is  being  carried  on  in  the  local 
streams  by  the  light-fingered  gentry,  with  the  aid  of 
nets.  The  authorities,  however,  are  pretty  brisk,  and  if 
caught.  Master  Poacher  can  rely  upon  getting  proper 
attention  from  the  magistrates.  Only  the  other  day,  a 
policeman  might  have  been  seen  eagerly  engaged  in 
searching  a  well-known  “  snatcher,”  but  although  he 
was  found  to  have  unmistakeable  signs  of  having  been 
among  the  trout,  none  were  found  upon  him. 

St.  Valentine  is  recognised,  locally,  as  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  season,  but  most  anglers  prefer  to  wait  a 
few  weeks  longer  before  plying  their  rods. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

An  old  association  has  been  resuscitated  under  the 
title  of  The  Old  Preseverance  Angling  Society,  having 
its  headquarters  at  the  Blue  Bell,  Oldbam-road,  Man 
Chester.  The  first  executive  is  as  follows  ;  President, 
Mr.  Wm.  Mawdesley  ;  vie  s-presi lent,  Mr.  J.  Fitton ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  F.  Blundell ;  secretary',  Mr.  AV.  H. 
Harris  ;  committee,  Messrs.  James  Fitton,  F.  Hartley, 
and  T.  Hamilton.  The  society  is  to  be  c.irried  on  for 
the  sport  in  its  broadest  character,  and  liberal  support 
is  to  be  given  to  every  movement  tending  to  elevate  or 
extend  the  art  of  angling. 

The  King’s  Head  Angling  Society  held  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  business  meeting  on  the  8th.  twenty-one  members 
attending.  Mr.  Welch  occupied  the  chair,  and  it  was 
announced  during  the  evening  that  the  first  contest  of 
the  club  is  to  be  held  in  a  few  week's  time,  towar  s 
which  voluntary  prizes  bad  been  given  by  seven  gentle 
men.  The  club  is  progressing  steadily,  and  doubtless 
will  render  a  good  account  of  itself  in  the  future. 

The  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Board  held  a  meeting  on 
the  8th  inst.  for  the  transaction  of  ordinary  business,  a 
lengthy  agenda  being  under  consideration.  It  has  been 
generally  understood  that  some  alteration  would  be 
necessary  in  the  price  of  the  season  tickets  for  the 
coming  season,  but  the  board  of  management,  after 
taking  into  consideration  the  fact  of  the  late  period  last 
season  when  they  began  operations,  have  decided  to  try 
one  more  season  on  the  old  lines,  and  be  guided  by  re¬ 
sults  in  the  price  to  be  charged  in  the  future.  Intend¬ 
ing  visitors  are  reminded  that  from  this  date  they  must 
provide  themselves  with  tickets  before  commencing  to 
fish,  or  in  all  probability  they  will  find  themselves  in  the 
position  of  trespassers.  Arrangements  will  be  made  for 
the  sale  of  tickets  at  every  available  place  possible. 

The  Manchester  anglers  are  at  present  in  a  better 
position  for  obtaining  fishing  than  at  any  former  period, 
and  with  a  little  combination  and  enterprise  can  develop 
two  good  resorts  into  as  attractive  waters  as  any  body 
of  men  need  wish  for  in  the  coarse  fishing  line.  AVe 
refer  to  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  and  the  AV'haley 
Bridge  Eeservoir.  It  is  an  open  secret  that  the  former 
was  a  financial  failure  last  year,  but  let  us  hope,  for  the 
credit  of  Manchester  fishermen,  that  they  will  remove 
this  state  of  things  in  the  coming  season  by  liberally 
supporting  both  ventures. 

A  fine  specimen  pike,  considering  the  water,  has  been 
taken  from  Boynton  Pool  by  Mr.  H.  Brickwood,  of  the 
Mechanics’  Arms  Angling  Society,  Heaton  Norris,  its 
weight  is  lOjlb.,  and  measures  exactly  36in.  long,  and 
its  various  proportions  are  so  beautiful  that  it  is  to  be 
set  up.  The  capture  is  the  talk  of  the  club,  Nr.  Brick- 
wood  being  a  very  popular  angler. 
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FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  often-heard  and  as  often  adjonrned  and  undecided 
case  of  as  to  who  has  the  right  of  fishing  in  the  Lake 
Vyrnwy  was  decided  on  Tuesday  week,  in  a  divisional 
court  of  the  Queen’s  Bench  Division — a  report  of  which 
is  given  in  another  column. 

It  is  not  yet  known  if  the  above  decision  will  be 
appealed  against ;  but  was— as  is  said — the  right  of 
fishing  in  the  Vyrnwy,  and  also  in  the  lake  itself, 
included  in  the  agreement  entered  into  between  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board  and  the  Liverpool  Corporation!' 
If  this  is  so,  further  litigation  would  be  useless,  but  it 
is  strange  that  the  chairman  and  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  should  have  been  caught  napping,  as  it  now 
appears  they  must  have  been,  when  the  agreement  was 
entered  into,  as  there  cannot  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
that  the  Vyrnwy  was  a  tributary  of  the  Severn,  and  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  conservators  to  see  that  it 
should  have  remained  so.  Another  curious  complication 
has  arisen  since  the  decision  of  the  judges  became 
known.  Some  people  argue  that  the  whole  of  the 
Vyrnwj'  has  ceased  to  be  a  tributary  of  the  Severn,  and 
that  henceforth  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  take  oxit  a 
licence  to  fish  in  any  part  of  it,  but  this  is  not  the  case, 
as  what  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  have  lost  is  the 
control  of  that  part  of  the  Vyrnwy  above  the  dam  of 

LakeVjrnwy.  - 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Scores  of  pike  have  fallen  to  the  rods  of  angling 
gentlemen  in  this  locality  during  the  past  week. 
Nothing  unusually  heavy,  but  some  very  good  fair  fish 
have  been  taken,  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  week  being  one 
of  171b.,  caught  in  private  water,  near  Norwich.  Several 
bags  of  varying  quantities  and  weights  have  been  made, 
but  the  most  remarkable  is  one  of  twenty-eight  fish, 
weighing  upwards  of  Hist.,  taken  in  one  day  by  two 
rods  with  live  bait.  The  fish  ranged  from  (ilb.  to  11.1b. 
apiece. 

A  friend  of  mine  took  a  nice  basket  of  roach  on  Satur¬ 
day.  at  Earlham,  on  the  Yare.  The  fish,  just  a  score  of 
them,  ranged  from  jlb.  upwards. 

The  waters  of  the  district  are  in  good  order. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society  was  held  on  Friday,  when  it  was 
announced  that  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck  had  accepted  the 
presidency  of  the  society  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the 
annual  meeting  was  fixed  for  the  evening  of  Feb.  27,  at 
the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich. — A.  J.  Eudd. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Ash  IVednesday  was  by  far  the  most  enjoyable  day^ 
anglers  in  our  district  have  experienced  during  the  past 
fortnight.  Throughout  last  week,  and  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  in  the  present,  the  wind  blew  with  unaccus¬ 
tomed  fury,  and  completely  upset  all  chances  of  the 
enjoyment  of  even  decent  sport.  The  close  season  is 
rapidly  drawing  on,  and  fishermen  are  naturally  anxious 
that  in  the  remaining  days  placed  at  their  disposal  they 
may,  at  least,  secure  a  few  of  Fortune’s  favours,  so  far 
as  genial  weather  is  concerned.  Heavy  showers  of  rain 
and  sleet  have,  of  late,  followed  each  other  in  rapid 
succession,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  on  Wednesday 
night  the  river  was  running  in  very  strong  volume,  and 
was  thickly  charged  with  colour. 

The  home  lengths — such  as  Clifton  and  Wilford — have 
met  with  the  most  patronage,  and  by  the  exercise  of 
patience  and  skill  a  few  c’aoioo  lots  of  roach  have  been 
obtained.  One  day  last  week,  Mr.  T.  Castles  excelled 
with  four  or  five  bream,  besides  roach,  aud  in  Clifton- 
grove,  after  the  wind  had  abated  somewhat,  Mr.  J.  Boyd 
succeeded  in  bagging  a  quartette  of  "  Y'e’r  bellows  to 
mend.  ’  Bream  are  now  in  superb  condition,  but  they 
only  seem  to  feed  by  fits  and  starts.  Always  a  very 
timid  fish,  they  require  considerable  catching,  even  in  a 
thick  water.  For  our  own  part  we  would  as  soon  recom¬ 
mend  for  their  capture,  the  use  of  the  plummet  as  the 
float.  There  is  less  oscillation  of  the  line  and  bait,  and 
every'  novice  knows  that  the  fish  do  not  often  accept  it 
when  it  is  swimming.  It  must  be  stationary  to  tickle 
their  palate.  Of  course,  there  are  exceptions,  and  we 
only  recommend  the  substitution  of  the  plummet  for  the 
float  as  an  experiment,  which  we  have  often  found  to 
answer  admirably  during  the  winter  months. 

A  few  anglers  have  patronised  the  private  reaches  at 
Colwick  and  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  nearly  all  the  fish 
taken  have  consisted  of  roach. 

-Yt  Weston.  Shardlow,  Sawley.  Trent  Lock,  and 
Beeston,  a  line  has  scarcely  been  wetted  for  the  past  ten 
days,  and  beyond  the  capture  of  sundry  roach  at  Barton, 
there  is  nothing  of  passing  note  to  enlarge  upon. 

Chubbing  is  out  of  the  question,  and  no  true  sports¬ 
man  would  think  of  troubling  the  backwaters  for  pike 
after  the  incoming  of  February. 

In  the  matter  of  gostip  there  has  been  considerable 
conversation  as  to  the  acquirement,  by  the  Nottin'^ham 
Wellington  Angling  Association,  of  the  Shardlow 
Fishery,  as  already  reported  in  the  columns  of  the 
Gazette.  Anglers  of  position  aud  influence  in  the  town 
are  agreed  that  the  society  has  done  a  wonderfully  good 
stroke  of  business  in  securing  the  yearly  tenancy  of  the 
waters  :  whilst  others,  w'ho  must  be  jealous  of  the  excel¬ 
lent  and  straightforward  lines  on  which  the  affairs  of 
the  society  are  conducted,  are  rubbing  hands  with  each 
other  on  the  score  that  the  committee  have  not  obtained 
it  for  nothing.  To  these  malcontents,  who  would  not  be 
admitted  into  the  club  at  any  price,  we  would  say  the 
society  did  not  expect  to  get  the  water  for  nil.  In  the 
words  of  the  president,  ’  The  club  is  a  club  for  ■-‘ports- 


men,  not  for  pot-hunters.”  The  price  asked  for  and 
paid  by  a  thoroughly  unanimous  vote  of  the  members 
present  at  the  meeting  convened  for  the  purpose,  is 
moderately  reasonable,  as  fishing  waters  are  let 
nowadays,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  acquirement  will 
increase  the  already  widespread  popularity  of  the  club, 
ten-fold.  New  members  are  already  seeking  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  and  Shardlow  during  the  forthcoming  summer 
promises,  fi-om  an  angling  point  of  view,  to  revive  the 
glories  of  the  old  days.  No  doubt  one  or  two  of  the 
local  tavern  keepers  will  grumble  at  being  deprived  of  the 
right  of  selling  day  tickets  as  in  the  past ;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  those  at  Shardlow  will  find,  in  the  increased 
visitation  of  the  Wellingtonians,  a  number  of  generous 
sportsmen,  whose  presence  they  will  be  glad  to  welcome 
on  a  subsequent  occasion.  The  waters  at  Shardlow 
afford  every  variety  of  angling,  and,  owing  to  the  sinuous 
course  of  the  Trent  in  the  locality,  certain  places  are 
always  sheltered  from  the  wind.  The  work  of  the 
transfer  of  the  fishery  has  been  done  very  quietly,  and 
all  are  grateful  to  Mr.  Wood,  the  lessee,  for  the  great 
concessions  which  he  has  made. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  has  been  more  fishing  around  Sheffield  during 
the  last  fortnight  than  at  any  time  since  the  winter 
came  upon  us.  In  Nottinghamshire  and  Lincolnshire 
the  waters  have  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  snow, 
ice,  and  ground-thaw,  and  are  now,  with  few  exceptions, 
in  fishable  condition,  while  the  mildness  of  the  weather 
has  induced  anglers  to  take  up  their  rods  and  ‘‘  an 
angling  go.”  The  Trent,  the  Witham,  and  the  Chester¬ 
field  canal,  have  yielded  fairly  well,  while  the  Pheasant 
Inn  party  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  result  of 
their  last  Thursday’s  outing  to  Lord  Galway’s  estate. 
Catches  have  been  good,  but  there  was  nothing  excep¬ 
tional  in  any  case  to  warrant  special  mention.  It  would 
be  an  interesting  novelty  to  have  to  chronicle  the 
capture  of  a  grand  pike.  Very  little  has  been  doing  so 
far  among  these  fish,  thanks  to  the  nnpropitious  weather. 
As  soon  as  we  have  fairly  recovered  from  one  series  of 
adverse  conditions,  the  water  has  again  been  thrown  out 
of  gear  by  another.  In  parts  of  the  country  not  fre¬ 
quented  by  Sheffielders,  one  sees  reports  of  catches,  but 
so  far  wo  have  been  altogether  out  of  the  swim. 

Regular  readers  of  these  notes  will  bear  me  out  when 
I  say  that  I  have  for  the  last  six  months  acted  as  the 
candid  friend  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association.  As 
a  powerful  organisation,  as  one  composed  for  the  most 
part  of  working  inen  pure  and  simple,  and  as  an  insti¬ 
tution  that  seeks  in  its  own  way  to  benefit  the  thousands 
of  anglers  who  own  allegiance  to  it.  it  has  my  heartiest 
commendation  and  good  wishes.  But  all  the  same,  its 
ways  are  occasionally  crooked,  while  its  principles, 
sometimes,  are  inconsistent  with  the  loftier  ethics  of 
sport.  Thus  it  comes  about,  that  although  friendly 
disposed  towards  it,  I  never  condone  its  irregularities, 
and  am  never  tired  of  urging  it  onward  to  better  things. 
I  am  pleased  to  see  that  in  a  contsmporai-y  a  well-known 
local  angler,  one  who  is,  as  it  were,  saturated  with  the 
spirit  of  Isaak  Walton,  and  who,  moreover,  is  a  member 
of  the  association,  has  taken  up  the  points  I  have  so 
often  laid  down,  and  has,  in  a  vigorous  and  timely 
article,  brought  home  the  shortcomings  and  failings  of 
the  association.  It  is  stated  that  the  ostrich,  when 
pursued  by  an  enemy,  buries  its  foolish  head  in  the  sand, 
thereby  imagining  that  the  remainder  of  its  body  will 
be  likewise  invisible  to  its  pursuer.  The  policy  of  the 
association  has,  on  many  occasions,  been  like  that  of  the 
ostrich— it  has  refused  to  acknowledge  that  abases  did 
exist,  and  has  strenuously  resisted  any  attempt  tending 
towards  reform.  In  season  and  out  of  season,  a  number 
of  local  anglers  and  well-wishers  of  the  society,  some 
connected  with  it,  and  some  who  have  always  stood  aloof 
from  it,  have,  at  meetings  and  in  the  press,  urged  reform 
after  reform.  They  have  pointed  out  that  the  associa¬ 
tion  was  old  fashioned  and  behind  the  times  ;  that  its 
managers  had  got  into  a  groove  which  it  seemed  almost 
impossible  for  them  to  leave  ;  that  the  rules  were  not 
conducive  to  the  preservation  of  pure  sport ;  that  the 
general  conditions  under  which  meetings  were  held, 
business  transacted,  and  matches  fished,  were  mat¬ 
ters  for  regret  to  all  who  had  the  interests  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation  at  heart.  At  first  a  deaf  ear  was  turned 
to  all  this.  The  association  was  controlled  by  those  to 
whose  interest  it  was  that  these  things  should  continue, 
therefore,  nothing  was  done.  But  of  late  a  welcome 
change  has  come  o’er  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  the 
well-meant  efforts  of  the  critics  are  bearing  fruit.  First 
and  foremost  the  association  has  consented  to  hold  its 
quarterly  meeting  in  the  Temperance  Hall  instead  of  in 
a  low,  stuffy,  and  smoke-beclouded  room  at  the  Crown 
Inn  ;  new  blood  has  been  infused  into  the  committee ; 
prosecutions  have  been  undertaken  -.  new  waters  are 
being  negotiated  for ;  the  taking  of  undersized  fish  is 
receiving  serious  attention,  and,  in  short,  a  healthier 
tone  generally  is  pervading  every  action  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation.  This  is  hopeful ;  it  is  what  many  have  long 
struggled  for,  and  with  a  few  more  improvements  we 
shall  see  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association  on  a  par 
with  those  of  Nottingham,  Birmingham,  and  other 
populous  centres.  At  present,  despite  its  numbers,  it  is 
woefully  behind  them.  Now,  however,  that  the  ancient 
horough  has  been  raised  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a 
city,  it  may  stimulate  the  heads  of  the  association  to 
make  their  organization  more  in  keeping  with  the  added 
dignity  of  the  town — or,  rather,  city. 

If  you  are  interested  In  Books 
send  2s.  cd.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  everv  week  for 
S  months  of  "Thk  Publishers’  Circul.vr  .vnd  Booksellers' 
Record,"  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street 
London. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

A  correspondent  to  the  local  papers  l.ist  week  strike.- 
the  old  key-note  of  complaint  anent  the  impoverished 
salmon  fi-hing  of  the  upper  Severn,  aptly  pointing  out 
^  that  the  tact  of  the  weirs  in  the  upper  Severn  being  in 
I  a  bad  state,  as  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  Mr.  George  on 
I  the  weirs  of  the  Vyrnwy,  does  not  affect  the  question 
I  until  the  weirs  of  the  lower  waters  h  ive  been  made 
I  thoroughly  efficient.  We  quite  agree  that  the  Conser¬ 
vators  of  the  Severn  must  commence  at  the  estuary  and 
clear  all  obstacles  to  the  passage  of  the  fish  right  along 
the  river  before  proceeding  to  set  matters  right  in  the 
Vyrnwy.  After  pointing  out  the  profitable  takes  of  the 
lower  water  netters  as  compared  with  those  of  anglers 
and  fishermen  in  the  upper  districts,  the  same  writer 
raises  a  grumble  at  the  proposal  of  the  board  to 
increase  the  Severn  trout  red  and  line  licences 
in  the  cofinties  of  Shropshire,  Montgomeryshire,  and 
Denbighshire,  and  he  asks  why  does  the  board  wish  ”  to 
take  advantage  of  rod  fishermen  who  come  out  for  a 
day’s  fishing,  and  stay  at  places  like  Llanymynech  and 
Llansaintft’raid  for  a  short  holiday,  when  they  have 
plenty  of  ways  and  means  to  raise  the  funds  from  other 
sources?”  Why  not,  he  continues,  double  the  licences 
of  those  parties  who  take  the  lion’s  share  of  the  XltJ.')!' ) 
which,  according  to  the  offioial  figures  of  the  board, 
recently  published,  was  derived  by  lower  water 
netters  for  the  salmon  they  captui'ed  last  year. 
While  admitting  the  justice  of  the  latter  remark, 
we  cannot  think,  however,  that  the  result  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  Severn  rod  and  line  trout  licences 
from  the  nominal  sum  of  la.  to  ffs,  per  annum 
would  prove  a  very  serious  matter,  as  no  angler  would, 
we  think,  object  to  this  addition,  provided  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  board  were  wisely  dispensing  the 
additional  revenue  derived,  not  in  bettering  the  salmon 
fishing  of  the  river  generally,  but  in  improving  the 
moderately  good  trout  fishing  of  the  upper  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy.  The  sum  of  Is.  does  seem  small  for  the 
privilege  of  a  twelve  months’  angling  for  trout,  while 
rough  fish  may  also  be  taken  without  an  additional 
licence  fee. 

Justices  Lawiaoce  aud  Henn  Collins,  of  the  Queen’s 
Bench  Division,  have  spoken.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
Severn  Conservators  over  that  part  of  the  river  which 
lies  above  the  great  dam  of  Lake  Vyrnwy  is  a  thing  of 
the  ijast,  and  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool  have  won 
their  ease.  The  board  fought  the  matter  out  before  the 
Llanfyllin  magistrates  and  were  defeated,  and  last  week 
they  appealed  to  the  higher  court  with  a  like  result. 
The  result  of  the  case  is,  broadly,  that  the  board  have- 
now  no  power  to  enforce  the  payment  of  licence  fees 
from  anglers  fishing  in  or  above  Lake  Vyrnwy  ;  although 
before  the  construction  c  f  that  lake,  the  Vyrnwy  being 
a  tributary  of  the  Severn,  they  had  jurisdiction  up  to 
the  source. 


l-cyotts  from  Clubs' 

We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  'Wednesday  Nigh.t,  addressed  “  Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lzne, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Eepoet  outside  envelope, 
Dost  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  E  C.— The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  20,  at  8  30,  when 
the  deputations  will  give  their  report  of  their  interviews 
with  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  and  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  authorities. — R.  Ghdeney,  see. 

Anglers’  Association.— No.  1  Eastern  District. 
— The  next  return  visit  of  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Brui  s.vic’K-road,  Bromley,  on  Monday  next.  Feb.  20, 
when  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good  attendance.— G. 
Manning. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. —Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
aoknoivlege,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £l  donation 
from  M.  Davies,  Gresham  Angling  Society,  and  .£2 
from  the  dsnation  box  of  the  Amicable'  Brothers 
Angling  Society.  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee 
will  tako  place  on  Friday  evening,  Feb.  2f.  at  8.31. — 
R  Ghcrney,  see. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Fifth  Annual 
Angling  Co.npetition,  in  Aid  of  the  Funds  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  and  Convalescent  Home 
Funds.- On  Friday,  the  10th  inst.,  the  committee  met, 
and  some  very  important  business  was  got  through. 
The  following  gentlemen  and  societies  promised  prizes: 
Mr.  Hewett,  of  the  Good  Intent,  Hoxton  Brothers,  value 
£1  1.^.  :  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood  ;  Mr.  W.  Worrall.  of  the  East 
London  Piscatorials,  a  pair  of  leggings;  Crown  and 
Backhand,  a  prize  ;  Clissold,  a  prize  ;  Sociable  Brothers, 
a  prize  ;  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  a  prize  :  Mr.  Laming,  an 
electro  cruet.  Received  from  the  Anglers’  Pride,  os. 
Messrs.  Pether,  Swain,  Mallett,  Parsons,  and  F.  Legge 
were  added  to  the  committee,  who  will  meet  at  the 
Foresters’  Hall,  E.C.,  on  Friday,  the  2Ith.  at  I'.-'ll. — 
S.  Malby,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W.— On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  E.  Wilson 
weighed-in  161b.  2joz.  of  splendid  roach.  At  our  last 
meeting  our  next  match  was  discussed,  and  members 
are  requested  to  note  the  date  of  same.  Roving,  punt 
or  bank.  All  information  at  club-house,  Sunday  or 
Wednesday  evenings. — A.  Trowbridge. 
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Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — On  the  10th  inst.  Mr. 
\V.  Streeton  weighed  in  a  fine  lot  of  roach,  181b.  The 
competition  for  the  February  series  of  prizes  was  fished 
on  the  12tli  inst.,  in  the  river  I^ea,  roving  between 
Broshourne  and  Ware,  with  the  following  result:  Mr. 

G.  Hamp.  31b.  4oz.,  1st ;  Mr.  Payne,  2.Ub.,  2ad  ;  Mr. 
Pocock,  211b.,  3rd:  Mr.  Warman,  4th;  Mr.  P.  Allum, 
oth  :  the  sixth  prize  not  being  taken,  no  other  member 
succeeding  in  getting  the  stipule, ted  Jib.  required  by 
rule.  Mr.  H.  Patman  weighed-in  roach,  but  did  not 
take  part  in  the  competition.  A  return  visit  on  the 
South  London  list  was  paid  to  this  society  on  the  14th 
inst. ,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  proved  a  success,  seventeen 
clubs  responding  to  the  roll  call- a  compliment  which 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers  will  do  their  best  to  return  at 
all  future  visits. — A.  Conn,  see. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  the  12th  inst.  Mr. 
Gear  weighed-in  a  very  nice  jack ;  Mr.  J.  Hall  some 
roach,  largest  fish,  11b.  41dz.  ;  and  Mr.  Cecil,  roach  and 
bream.  .Several  of  our  members  were  out  to-day  (Feb.  14), 
but  their  takes  w’ere  very  small.  The  return  snipper 
match  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  at  Pangbourne. 
on  the  2dth  imt. — H.  Hoach. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Eoyal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  the  12th  inst.  the  follow¬ 
ing  members  weighed  in;  Mr.  King,  roach,  151b.  2oz.  ; 
Mr.  Sharp,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Cox,  aace  -,  Mr.  Critcher. 
dace;  Mr.  Sartain,  roach.  On  Tuesday,  the  14th.  we 
received  our  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  visiting  list,  when 
eleven  clubs  responded.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the 
Phamix,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  28.  The  following  gentlemen 
contributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening :  Mr.  Mar¬ 
shall,  chairman  ;  Mr.  Forder,  Copenhagen,  vice  ;  Mr. 
Latimer,  Mr.  Riley,  Copenhagen  ;  Mr.  H.  Pearce  and 
Mr.  Webster,  Lincoln ;  Mr.  Street,  North  London  : 
Mr.  Wright,  Seymour  ;  Mr.  A.  Norman  and  Mr.  W. 
Norman,  Camden;  Mr.  Ben  Kitmer,  and  Mr.  Owen 
Jones,  professionals,  deserving  special  mention.  We 
beg  to  return  thanks  to  all  those  gentlemen  who  favoured 
us  that  evening. — E.  T.  White. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  smoking  concert  and  annual  re-union  of  members 
will  take  place  at  the  headquarters,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  next, 
the  20th  inst.,  at  8  p.m.  ;  chairman,  Mr.  Walter  Emden, 
L.C.C.  :  vice-chairman,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf.  The  com¬ 
mittee  have  arranged  an  excellent  programme  for  the 
ooca-ion. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  The  George,  Brooke-street,  Holborn  Bars. — 
We  were  saved  from  a  blank  on  the  12th  inst.  by  Mr. 
JMaedonnell,  who  weighed-in  roach  from  the  Thames, 
several  being  taken  on  a  ledger  with  cheese  ;  heaviest 
fish,  11b.  loz.  A  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
above  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  21,  on  im¬ 
portant  business.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
Eastern  list  will  be  to  this  society  on  Monday,  March  G. 
-Ca.s. 

City  Fiscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  E  C.— On  Monday  last  Mr.  Sower- 
butts  presided,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance.  A 
general  financial  meeting  was  convened  for  Monday  next 
(Feb.  20).  Other  business  concluded,  a  general  pisca¬ 
torial  discusgion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  C.  H. 
O’Dowd,  Harry  Dunn,  Eoser  and  friend  (Westminster 
A.  S.),  O.  E.  Williams,  A.  C.  Brown,  the  secretary  and 
chairman,  were  the  principal  speakers.  This  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  most  excellent  harmony.  Mr.  A.  Sowerbutts 
delighted  his  hearers  with  a  racy  angling  story,  and 
caused  unbounded  hilarity  by  his  reference  to  the 
discrepancies  with  regard  to  the  weight  of  a  certain  fish 
from  river  to  scales.  The  usual  compliment  to  thq,» 
chairman  terminated  the  meeting.  During  the  current 
week  sport  has  been  fairly  good,  including  several  good 
shows  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a  few  small  chub. — 
Special  Notice.— Under  the  presidency  of  W.  H. 
LeFevi'e,  Esq.,  president  of  the  Balloon  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  Mr.  S.  C.  Harding,  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  will  read  a  paper  here  on  Monday,  Feb.  27. 
entitled,  "A  Waltonian  Ramble. ”  Mr.  James  Husk 
has  arranged  a  big  variety  show,  and  all  brethren  of  the 
angle  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome  who  may  favour 
with  a  visit,  on  that  occasion,  the  City  Piscatorials. — 
John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Clapbam  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Ciapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Since  my  last  report,  the  following  members  have 
weighed-in,  viz.  : — Messrs.  George  Edwards,  191b.  12oz.  : 
E.  Chapman,  31b.  SJoz. ;  A.  Turner,  31b.  2Joz.  ;  G.  T. 
Jameson,  11b.  8Joz.  ;  H.  Moore,  11b.  ioz. ;  and  E.  Porter 
also  having  fisn.  At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided 
that  we  should  fish  a  competition  on  the  19th  at  Cook- 
ham.  Usual  conditions  (jack  barred) ;  any  member 
losing  the  first  from  Paddington  and  coming  down  by 
the  second,  will  be  eligible  to  fish  on  reporting  himself 
to  one  of  the  committee.  Members  please  note  that 
quarter-night  is  on  the  25th  inst. — G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District.  — United  Visiting 
List.—  A  fair  average  visit  was  paid  to  the  Ca,mden 
Anglers  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Bob  Marshall  in  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Ford  of  the  Copenhagen.  Eleven 
societies  sent  representatives.  They  had  plenty  of  good 
talent.  Special  mention  must  be  made  of  Messrs.  Kitner 
and  Owen  Jones.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Phoenix 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Crown  Tavern,  Old  St. 
Pancras-road,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  28,  which  will  be  their 
first  visit  on  this  list,  and  they  will  do  their  best  to  give 
yon  a  good  entertainment. — F.  Casteel,  hon.  sec. 

Cohden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — We  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace 
weighed-in  on  the  12th  inst.  by  Mr.  G.  Percival,  total 


weight  101b.  8oz.  ;  T.  Twyman,  roach  ;  F.  Bourne,  dace. 
—A.  Smith,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  the  12th  inst.  very 
few  members  were  out,  Mr.  F.  Legge  just  saving  a  blank 
with  a  few  nice  perch  and  roach.  On  the  19th,  a  Boun¬ 
dary  match  w'ill  be  fished  in  the  Lee  for  four  prizes. 
Boundary  from  Eye  House  Bridge  to  St.  Margaret’s 
Bridge.  Members  can  go  down  by  the  first  aud  second 
trains.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— An  outing  will  take  place  on  the  19th 
inst.  at  Eashing.  Train  leaves  Ciapham  Junction  at 
8  50. — W.  T.  Bruce,  hon.  sec. 

Eastern  Piscatorial  Society,  6G,  Gill-street, 
Limehouse,  E. — Our  shows  of  fish  this  season  have  not 
been  very  large  but  of  a  good  sample.  Mr.  Jones  and 
Mr.  Talbot  have  had  roach,  perch,  and  jack.  Mr.  Talbot, 
on  the  i2th  inst.,  had  roach  and  jack,  alp  perch.  Mr. 
Jones  takes  the  monthly  prize  for  this  month. — W . 
Bartlett,  hon.  sec. 

Eclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  Ledbury- 
road,  Bayswater. — Several  members  went  out  to  fish  a 
match  on  the  12th  inst.,  but  only  Messrs.  Esynolds. 
Davies,  and  Raggett  took  prizes  with  roach,  dace,  and 
perch,  the  other  three  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  the 
same  place,  on  the  19th  inst.,  at  Taplow.  F.  Reynolds, 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Association.— 

Our  members  were  out  on  Saturday  last  and  brought 
home  a  splendid  show  of  fish  from  the  Blaokwater.  Mr. 
Groves  had  thirty-six  roach  weighing  IGJlb.  (best  eight 
fish  71b.,  and  best  nineteen  fish  131b  ;  best  fish  11b.  3oz.). 
Mr.  Bundy  bad  jack,  roach,  and  perch  ;  and  Mr.  Sidwell 
jack  and  roach, — L.  W.  Donne,  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.  — _We 
have  had  very  fair  shows  of  fish  for  a  considerable  time, 
on  the  12th  inst.  we  had  a  great  improvement,  when 
Messrs.  W.  Creasey  and  H.  Dunoombe  brought  in  a  fine 
show  of  jack,  Mr.  Creasey  having  31lb.  loz.  ;  heaviest 
fish  121b.  14oz.  Mr.  Barnes  (who  has  the  fish  to  pre¬ 
serve)  informs  me  that  he  found  a  jack  inside  of  it  19in. 
in  length.  H.  Duncombe’s  take  weighed  181b.  14oz.  A 
number  of  the  members  fished  at  Reading  for  five  prizes. 
The  takes  ivere  very  small.  C.  Watling,  1st;  J.  K. 
Fitch,  2nd  :  G.  Francis,  3rd ;  J.  Watling,  4th  ;  and  J.  A. 
Fitch,  5th  :  total,  531b.  51b  — J.  A.  Fitch,  sec. 

GresRam  Angling  Society.— A  smoking  concert 
was  held  last  Tuesday,  when  a  well-arranged  selection 
of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  placed  before  a 
tolerably  full  and  highly  appreciative  audience.  The 
music  was  provided  by  members  and  their  friends,  and 
without  being  invidious,  I  would  say  that  the  whole  of 
the  performers  did  their  work  well.  One  of  our  mem¬ 
bers,  Mr.  E.  de  Clements,  has  a  very  clover  dog,  which 
he  has  trained  to  perform  some  wonderful  tricks,  and 
the  meeting  was  greatly  entertained.  Two  new 
members  were  proposed.  A  sea-fishing  competition 
for  prizes  will  take  place  ofi:  Leigh,  Tuesday  next.  A 
train  will  leave  Fencburch-street  at  8.23  a.m.  Members, 
with  their  friends,  wishing  to  join  the  party,  will  please 
communicate  as  early  as  possible  with  Mr.  C.  E.  Fos- 
brooke,  12,  Water-lane,  E.C.,  who  will  arrange  about 
railway  tickets  and  boats.  E  ich  person  to  take  his  own 
provisions. — James  Tayler,  rec. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent.  Mow- 
lem-street,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  C. 
Pflyer  weighed-in  some  very  nice  roach.  We  fish  on  the 
19th  a  roving  match  at  Teddington,  for  four  special 
prizes,  the  stretch  of  water  from  Teddington  Loch  to 
Eel  Pie  Island.  All  to  leave  by  the  7.47  tram  from 
Haggerston  Station,  North  London  Railway.  —  W. 
Young,  sec.  „  . 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  12th 
inst.  some  of  our  members  began  to  show  their  abilities 
in  the  noble  art,  Mr.  G.  Brink  bringing  three  jack,  and 
Mr.  L.  Muller  two  jack,  one  of  which  stands  well  for  this 
month’s  prize.  Almost  at  the  close,  Mr.  Lyte,  of  the 
Good  Intent,  who  was  unfortunate  to  arrive  too  late  to 
weigh-in  at  his  club,  showed  a  splendidly  formed  chub, 
weighing  41b.  4;oz.,  taken  with  a  tight  line  whilst  fish- 
inglbr  roach,  and  I  am  sure  the  member  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  skill  in  which  he  managed  his  fish.  On 
Monday  our  annual  supper  took  place,  thirty-eight  sit¬ 
ting  down  to  a  capital  repast,  provided  by  our  host 
and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis.  Everyone  joined  in 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  their  catering.  After  sup¬ 
per,  songs  were  indulged  in  to  a  late  hour,  and  every¬ 
body  enjoyed  themselves. — W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood 
Tavern,  Finsbury  Park,  N. — I  am  pleased  to  announce 
that  on  the  8th  inst.  we  had  very  nice  samples  of  roach 
and  dace  from  the  Hampshire  Avon,  taken,  as  to  the 
foriuBr,  weighing  nearly  8Lb.  (largest  lib.  lO^-oz.),  by 
Fox.  and  as  to  the  latter,  of  about  the  same  weight,  by 
Mr."  T.  Shaw.  On  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  Shaw  also  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  landing  from  the  same  river  nine  roach,  weigh¬ 
ing  91b.  15oz.,  also  some  good  dace. — J.  E.  AVheatley, 
sec 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our  mem¬ 
bers  fished  for  six  special  prizes  on  the  12th  inst.,  in  the 
Stort  from  Burnt  Mill  to  Harlow,  which  were  won  in 
the  following  order  ;  1st,  S.  Gillett ;  2nd,  A.  Hattemore  ; 
3rd,  J.  Huntley  ;  4th,  A.  Field  ;  5th,  P.  Schulze  ;  6th,  J. 
Harris.  Messrs.  Midson,  Da  Costa,  High,  and  Knight 
had  fish.  Mr.  F.  Newton  (not  in  the  competition) 
weighed-in  61b.  6oz.  good  roach.  The  next  outing  for 
special  prizes  will  take  place  on  Feb.  26,  in  the  river 
Lea,  from  Ratty’s  Lock  to  St.  Margaret’s  Bridge,  9.8 
train  from  London.  We  had  the  pleasure,  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  of  electing  our  old  and  respected  member, 
G.  H.  Wood,  as  our  president. — E.  Ghurney,  sec. 


Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Three 
Greyhounds,  25,  Greek-street,  Soho.— On  the  Pith  inst. 
several  members  w’era  out,  the  following  weighing  in  : 
Mr.  W.  Wilson,  roach  and  dace  :  Mr.  A.  Pain,  roach  and 
dace  ;  Mr.  F.  Pain,  roach  :  Mr.  A.  Pope,  dace.  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  meeting  next  Tuesday,  when  our  new  rules 
will  be  confirmed. — A.  W.  Pain.  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
competed  for  two  special  prizes  on  the  12th  inst.  Mr. 
A.  Furlong  secured  first  honours,  Mr.  C.  Hayward, 
second.  Result  of  the  competition  for  three  special 
prizes  on  Wednesday,  15th  inst. ;  Mr.  W.  Mecham,  first; 
Mr.  H.  Butt,  second:  Mr.  C.  Hayward,  third.  Messr.^. 
H.  C.  Wheatley,  N.  Martin,  G.  Nunn,  and  T.  Goodwin 
had  fish  on  the  same  day. — H.  B. 

Junior  Fly-Pishers’,  70,  Hounsditch,  E.C.— Thirty- 
four  members  and  friend.s  sat  down  to  a  good  supper 
provided  by  Host  H.  J.  Tibbatt’s,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  2. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Oonnellan  occupied  the  chair.  The  supper 
gave  immense  satisfaction.  Mr.  Frost,  one  of  our 
members,  presided  at  the  piano,  aud  many  good  songs 
were  sung.  Altogether  the  first  supper  of  the  J.  F.  F. 
was  an  unqualified  success,  and  everyone  departed  in 
the  best  of  humours.  The  usual  meeting  was  held  on 
Thursday  the  Oth  inst.,  when  there  was  a  fair  attend¬ 
ance,  Mr.  Roach  in  the  chair.  Four  new  members  were 
elected.  We  are  now  looking  forward  to  the  trout 
fishing  season,  and  intend  to  take  the  earliest  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  getting  on  the  war  path.— Our  evening  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  16th,  was  devoted  to  an  exhibition  of 
flies  by  our  members.  The  chairman.  Mr.  G.  Hoyle,  in 
bringing  the  various  exhibits  to  the  notice  of  members, 
expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  good  array  of  flies,  and  the 
immense  variety — apparently  sufficient  for  all  waters 
and  all  countries,  and  included  those  suitable  for  the 
capture  of  dace,  chub,  trout,  or  salmon.  Many  of  the 
flies  had  been  dressed  by  our  members.  The  chairman 
showed  sixty-six  varieties,  and  Mr.  Goodwin  several 
tied  by  him— one  a  very  taking  sort  of  fly,  christened 
the  “  Junior.’’  The  president  showed  his  twelve 
Standard”  flies,  also  those  used  by  him  for  loch  and 
salmon  Ashing.  Mr.  Richardson’s  assortment  of  natural 
wings,  and  Mr.  Hoyle’s  were  marvellous  as  imitations 
of  nature.  Two  very  useful  cases  for  carrying  fly -hooks 
on  gut,  were  lent  by  Messrs.  Smales  and  Clegg.  Mr.  H. 
Evens  explained  a  very  ingenious  but  simple  contriv¬ 
ance,  by  which  reels  of  all  sizes  may  be  firmly  fixed  to 
the  rod.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded 
the  business  of  the  evening. — Hon.  sec. 

Kelso  Angling  Association.— The  annual  general 
meeting  was  held  on  Monday  in  the  club-room.  White 
Swan  Hotel,  Mr.  John  Smith,  vice-president,  pre¬ 
siding.  The  financial  statement  submitted  by  the 
secretary  (Mr.  N.  I.  Mills),  showed  the  society  to  be  in 
a  most  satisfactory  state  ;  income  for  year,  ^11  17a.  4d.; 
expenditure,  .£8  9s.  ;  a  gain  of  £3  8s.  4d.  on  the  year’s 
transactions.  The  amount  of  balance  at  the  di-sposal  of 
the  club  is  £24  3s.  9d.  Office  bearers  were  elected  as 
follows  :— Presidents  :  Sir  Richard  Waldie-Griffith,  Bart., 
Sir  Geo.  Douglas,  Bart.,  Charles  B.  Balfour,  Esq.,  of 
Newton,  Don. ;  Vice-president;  Mr.  John  Smith,  Kelso 
Mail;  Treasurer;  Mr.  George  Forrest  (Forrest  and 
Son)  ;  Secretary  :  Mr.  N.  I.  Mills  ;  Committee  ;  Messrs. 
W.  'Torrie,  W".  Fred.  Vernon,  A.  McCutcheon,  sen., 
George  Lees,  sen.,  R.  Beattie,  James  Gibson,  jun., 
William  Currie,  Andrew  Kerr  (nurseryman),  William 
Lamb  (engineer),  and  Thomas  Pringle.  The  chairman 
submitted  draft  of  rules  as  revised  and  amended  by 
committee,  which  were  approved.  Close  time  for 
trout,  to  be  observed  by  the  members,  to  be  from 
Nov.  i  to  Feb.  14  (both  inclusive),  each  year.  Length  of 
trout  to  be  weiglied-in  at  competition  caused  a  lively 
discussion.  Mr.  Mills’  motion  that  the  length  be  7in., 
and  Mr.  Carrie’s  that  it  bo  6in.,  had  both  a  good 
following.  As  the  result  of  discussion,  a  compromise 
was  effected  as  follows— in  competition  confined  to 
Tweed  and  Teviot,  the  length  to  be  7in.  ;  and  to  com¬ 
petitions  open  to  the  tributaries  as  welL^as  the  main 
stream,  6in.  to  be  allowed.  Kev:  rule.  No  competitor 
to  take  more  than  one  prize  in  any  one  competition. 
Mr.  John  Thompson  (Messrs.  Redpath  and  Co.)  was 
again  appointed  representative  of  the  a.ssociatjon  at 
the  Annual  Internitioail  Competition  onLich  Leven. 
Five  ucW  members  were  admitted.  It  was  agreed  to 
hold  the  spring  competition  on  open  water  on  Tweed 
and  Teviot;  summer  competition  on  open  water  on 
Tweed,  Teviot,  and  tributaries  ;  dates  to  be  fixed  by 
committee.  Annual  supper— which  had  bsen  postponed 
on  account  of  the  death  of  the  patron  of  the  society 
(the  Duke  of  Roxburghe)— to  be  held  at  an  early  date, 
committee  to  arrange  accordingly.  Thanks  of  the 
meeting  given  to  Mr.  Archibald  Steel  (on  his  retiring 
from  the  secretaryship)  for  h's  past  services.  In  reply 
to  letter  of  condolence  to  Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of 
Roxburghe,  on  the  lamented  death  of  the  patron  (His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe).  Her  Grace’s  reply  w-as 
read  to  the  meeting,  and  was  as  follows  ;  “  The  Duchess 
of  Roxburghe  begs  the  members  of  the  Kelso  Angling 
Association  to  accept  her  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  "verj 
touching  letter  which  they  have  forwarded  to  her, 
expressFve  of  their  sorrow  at  the  death  of  her  dear 
husband,  and  of  their  sympathy  with  her  and  her  family. 
The  Duke  at  all  times  took  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
association,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  him  to  be  able  to 
give  happiness  and  healthful  recreation  to  his  friends  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  home.  It  will  ever  be  a  source 
of  comfort  to  the  Duchess  to  know  that  the  encourage¬ 
ment  which  he  gave  to  their  sport  is  so  gratefully 
remembered,  and  that  his  memory  is  so  fondly  cherished . 
It  was  also  unanimously  agreed,  on  the  motion  of  the 
chairman,  to  request  the  present  Duke  to  fill  his  late 
father’s  place,  as  patron  of  the  association.  The  meet¬ 
ing,  which  was  of  a  business  nature  throughout,  closed 
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with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  the  vice- 
chairman.— M.  A.  Kerr. 

Linco^  Anglins  Society.— On  the  12th  inst., 
of  the  above  fished  their  match  at  Bonrme 
^  prizes  being  won  in  the  following  manner  : — 
Mr  Wood,  first :  Mr.  Holme.s,  second ;  Mr.  More,  third  ; 
and  Mr.  Allnm,  fourth  :  Mr.  Nelson  and  Mr.  Stuner  also 
Rowing  fish.  Cin_  Wednesday,  the  1.5th  inst.,  Mr. 
Watling  and  Mr.  M  allis  had  two  nice  shows  of  roach. — 
V\  .  Watlini;,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
VRPen  s-square. — 5\  e  had  a  very  good  meeting  last 
week,  and  two  new  members  were  duly  elected.  The 
anglmg  hereabouts  is  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and  I  have  not 
heard  of  anything  being  done  for  a  fortnight  past. 

been  tried,  but  the  result  was  almost 
wit.  The  weather  is  against  the  angler,  having  been 
stormy  and  wet. — Ed.  Woolfall. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials. — On  Thursday  last,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  cup  competition  for 
Thursday  next,  be  fished  for  at  Staines,  from  punts. 
All  to  start  by  the  7  35  a.m.  from  Waterloo.  Draw  for 
^wd  partners  at  the  Swan.  Commence  fishing  at 
9.30,  and  cease  at  5.30.  Secretary  to  engage  punts  for 
^  desirous  of  taking  part  in  the  outing.— A.  E.  B. 

Phffinix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Panoras- 
road,  N.u  .  Messrs.  Warrington  and  Bouffler  had  each 
a  few  roach  on  the  12th  inst.,  largest,  8oz.  On  Tuesday 
"we  pleasure  of  electir^  three  new  workino* 

members,  Messrs.  F.  Barrett,  G.  Butt,  and  T.  King. 
Mr.  King  added  10s.  (id.  to  our  piize  list.  There  are 
still  several  prizes  to  bo  dr cided  by  the  close  of  the 
se^on.  H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  asst.  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  On  the  12th  inst.  several  of 
our  members  were  out,  and  Mr.  Shaw,  sen.,  weighed  in 
with  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Harris  with  roach.  All 
members  please  take  notice  that  next  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing  will  be  quarter-night,  when — it  is  hardly  necessary 
for  me  to  .=ay.  I  think —all  subscriptions  become  due,  and 
ine  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  quarter  takes 
place.  I  should  like  to  see  all  members  present  as  there 
IS  a  lot  of  bu-iness  to  be  talked  about.  --W.  E  Sh  aw 
hon.  see.  ’ 


Mr.  Hall,  roach,  Ac., 


Society,  George  and 
-On  the  12th  inst.,  Mr. 
weighing-in  roach  and  dace. 


Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.— Mr.  Kelly  and  Mr.  Smales 
nave  had  some  very  nice  roach  lately,  Mr.  Kelly’s  two 
best  going  nearly  31b.,  and  last  Tuesday  he  had  about 
1-lb.  altogether.  Messrs.  Mengles,  Jacobs,  and  Fletcher 
n^e  had  jack.  On  Tuesday  next  our  reading  on 
Xroutand  Trout  Fishing,”  by  Mr.  Hoyle,will  take  place 
at  nine  sharp,  smoking  concert  to  follow. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope, 
^llard-row,  E.  The  following  members  were  out  on 
j  f,  ^1*'“  iwst.,  with  the  following  success: — Mr.  Pley- 
deil’  fine  show  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Polykett,  goad  show  of 
Toacn.  Owing  to  a  return  visit  clashing  with  our 
smoking  concert,  we  have  decided  to  postpone  till  March 
b.  becretaries  please  note.— T.  Satce. 

South  London  Angling 
Dragon.  2.35,  Camberwell-road.- 
Dartnall  saved  ns  a  blank 

Messr.s.  pettmer,  Sargeant,  Boorman,  Hailey,  Stevens, 
ana  Maish  have  had  good  takes  of  roach  during  the 
month.— J.  J.  E..  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 

—A  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  societies  on  the  above 
list  was  held  at  the  Woolpack  on  the  10th  inst.,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  holding  another  competition 
-his  season,  when  it  was  unanimously  decided  not  to  do 
eo,  as  it  might  interfere  with  the  success  of  the  coming 
competition  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
A  s^ce^sful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers 
on  the  11th,  seventeen  clnbs  being  represented.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  Second  Surrey,  Spread  Eao’le 
Stangate-street.  Lambeth,  on  Tuesday  the  28th  -  a’ 
Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  104,  King’s- 
road,  Bnghton.  —  Some  very  good  bream  (largest 
-lb.  boz,),  roach,  and  perch  have  been  weighed-in  by 
Mr.  \  Lindars  from  club  water.— W.  C.  F.  Gillam 
assist,  hon.  sec.  ’ 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members 
were  out  on  the  12th  inst.,  with  the  following  results  • 
Messrs.  P.  Lawer  and  Windred,  roach,  from  the  Thames  : 
Messrs.  G.  Cooper  and  H.  Fennell,  roach,  from  the  Colne  • 
Messrs  E.  Belton.  J.  Pajne,  H.  Tyler,  H.  Theame, 
roach,  from  the  Medway.  Owing  to  the  water  being  so 
tock  no  prizes  were  taken  in  the  jack  and  perch  match. 
Ihe  said  match  to  take  place  on  the  19th  and  26th  inst. 
Tonbridge  to  Wateringbury.— H.  Tyler,  sec. 
Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
l^ragon,  v  auxhall  Cross, — Some  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  12th  inst.,  but  only  one  turned  up  to  weigh 
in,  vp.,  Mr.  Betts,  he  having  a  fine  show  of  roach.  Our 
usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  the  14th,  with  a  very 
^or  muster.  Another  new  member  was  proposed,  Mr. 
Homson,  to  be  balloted  next  week,  when  1  hope  to  see  a 
better  attendance. — H.  C. 

Walliam  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street.  S.'W.— The  members  held 
^eir  usual  weekly  meeting,  Mr.  G.  Norton  presiding. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  T.  Allder,  jun.,  weighed-in  a 
tine  show  of  roach  and  dace,  the  largest  roach  being 
lib.  2oz.  On  the  l'2th  inst.  Mr.  W.  Achong  proved  the 
successful  competitor  in  the  sweepstake  match  at  Cook- 
ham,  with  a  fine  show  of  jack,  Mr.  T.  Allder  being  a  good 
second  with  roach  and  chub.  Several  other  members 
taking  part  had  fish.— E.  Sutehall,  see. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park.— On  the  12th  inst.  I 
the  following  members  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Grace,  roach 
91b.  104oz.,  one  fish  11b.  oi'oz.  ;  Mr.  Miller,  roach’  > 


151b.  9oz.,  one  perch  lib.  loz 
21b.  loz. — J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— ^ 
Result  of  competition  on  the  12th  inst.  :  Mr.  Toombs, 
1st:  Mr.  Bowles,  2nd.  For  the  competitions  on  the 
19th  and  22nd,  it  was  decided  that  they  both  be  open. 
W’ednesday  next  will  be  a  special  meeting  night,  when  I 
trust  that  all  members  will  be  present.  Chair  taken  at 
9  sharp. — C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — The  competition  at  Twick¬ 
enham,  on  the  12th  inst.,  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  Gor¬ 
don,  1st ;  Mr.  Cooper,  2nd ;  Mr.  Jenkins,  3rd.  Mr. 
Bryant  weighed-in  roach  41b.  Cn  Wednesday  Mr.  Alfred 
Brent  was  elected  a  member.  I  hope  as  many  members 
as  possible  will  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  as  matters 
of  special  interest  will  be  brought  forward. — C.  IVter 
sec.  ’ 

Western  Piscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavern, 
Mortimcr-street,  Cavendish-square,  W.— Feb.  12  was  a 
red  letter  day  for  the  fish.  A  strong  wind  rendered 
sport  impossible,  but  Mr.  Eider  fortunately  saved  our 
reputation  with  a  small  take  of  roach,  Cn  Wednesday, 
Feb.  15,  Mr.  Jupp  headed  the  list  with  a  good  take  of 
roach,  andahandsome  chub  from  Wray sbury  ;  Mr.  J.  W. 
Bland  scaling  next  with  roach,  among  them  a  nice 
pounder,  and  dace  over  51b.  ;  and  Mr.  Csomor  over  21b. 
roach.  We  have  fixed  our  next  general  outing  for 
March  5,  to  Henley,  and  there  are  still  some  half-dozen 
prizes  open  for  competition. — D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Gar  member.s  were 
out  in  the  match  on  the  12th  inst.,  and  the  following 
took  the  prizes  :— Mr.  L.  Robothan,  first ;  Mr.  O.  Lloyd, 
second  ;  Mr.  J,  Culpitt,  third  ;  Mr.  J  .  Pasmore,  fourth  ; 
the  fifth  was  not  taken.  Mr.  John  Newton  showed  some 
nice  roach,  but  be  is  not  a  member  of  our  club. — R. 
Lowther,  sec. 
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President 

Rev.  E.  Evans,  Eyton  Hall. 

Committee : 

P.  Prince,  Esq.,  Nordin  Hall,  Leominster. 

H.  Williams,  Holgate,  Kingsland,  E.S.O. 

E.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland,  E.S.O. 
Conservator : 

P.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland,  E.S.O. 

Rules  and  Regulations. 

L— The  annual  subscription  to  be  five  guineas,  the 
same  to  be  paid  in  advance  on  receipt  of  the  ticket,  and 
to  commence  on  the  1st  of  January  each  year.  None 
but  annual  tickets  issued. 

2.  — The  number  of  subscribing  members  be  twelve — a 
member’s  ticket  to  Mr.  H.  Williams,  Holgate,  Kings¬ 
land,  E.S.O.,  and  a  transferable  ticket  to  Rev.  R.  Evans, 
Eyton  Hall,  for  friend  staying  at  bis  house. 

3.  — That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed, 
three  to  form  a  quorum. 

4.  — That  the  annual  meeting  of  members  be  held  the 
first  week  in  June,  the  Conservator  to  fix  and  give 
notice  of  the  date  in  each  year. 

__5.— That  any  member  residing  within  40  miles  of 
Kingsland  Bridge  will  only  be  allowed  to  fish  three  days 
in  each  week,  and  any  member  lodging  or  residing  with¬ 
in  that  distance  for  any  greater  length  of  time  than  one 
fortnight,  after  tue  expiration  of  that  fortnight  be  not 
allowed  to  fish  more  than  three  days  in  each  week. 

C. — That  no  bait  whatsoever,  except  the  artificial  fly, 
be  allowed  to  be  used  between  the  upper  limit  of  the 
fishery  and  Gilbert’s  Bridge  from  the  2nd  day  of  March 
to  the  31st  day  of  October,  and  during  that  period  no 
wading  be  allowed  within  the  above  limits.  After  the 
31st  day  of  October  and  until  the  2nd  day  of  March  all 
fair  angling  be  allowed  for  grayling.  No  minnow  fishing 
permitted  before  the  1st  June.  Any  member  or  mem¬ 
ber’s  friend  breaking  this  rule  to  be  fined  ^61,  the  mem¬ 
ber  to  be  held  responsible. 

7. — That  each  member  have  six  tickets  for  friends — 
not  more  than  one  ticket  to  be  available  same  day.  The 
member  must  accompany  his  friend  on  the  water. 
Professional  fishermen,  servants,  and  attendants,  not 
allowed  to  fish. 

3. — That  no  net  (except  for  the  purpose  of  landing  fish 
when  hooked),  no  spears,  night  lines,  or  any  unfair  fish¬ 
ing  be  allowed. 

p- — That  no  dogs  be  taken  out  by  anyone,  or  any 
wilfnl  or  unnecessary  damage  done,  under  the  penalty  of 
lOs.  _  for  the  first  offence,  and  to  be  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  fishing  should  he  commit  a  second. 

10. — That  no  trout  or  grayling  under  8in.  be  taken  or 
kept.  That  53.  be  paid  for  any  fish  killed  under  that 
length. 

ll' — That  no  person  be  allowed  to  take  grayling 
between  the  1st  day  of  March  and  the  1st  day  of  August. 
That  53.  be  paid  for  every  fish  taken.  That  no  trout  be 
taken  between  the  1st  September  and  2nd  day  of  March 
subject  to  same  penalty  as  for  grayling. 

12. — That  any  member  not  complying  with  rules  be 
expelled  the  club,  and  his  subscription  forfeited. 

43.  That  all  subscriptions,  fines,  &o.,  be  paid  to  the 
conservator. 

14. — That  any  member  wishing  to  leave  the  club  shall 
give  notice  in  writing  to  the  conservator  one  month 
previous  to  the  Ist  January. 

45.  That  all  applications  and  communieations  in 
reference  to  this  club  be  made  to  Richard  T.  'Williams 
Conservator,  Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland,  R.S.O. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

z55  min.  for  Kew. 
w5  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add'S  80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/  ham. 

^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Add 


'30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

1 40  ,,  ,,  Putney. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammer¬ 

smith. 

'•50  ,,  Barnes. 


Time  of  High  Water 

AT  London  Bridge. 

Saturday,  Feb. 

18  . 

Morning. 

.  3.10  . 

Evening. 

.  3.28 

Sunday,  „ 

19  . 

.  4.  3 

Monday, 

20  . 

.  4.40 

Tuesday, 

21  . 

.  4.59  . 

.  5.18 

Wednesday,  ,, 

22  . 

.  5.37  . 

Thursday,  ,, 

23  . 

.  6.18  . 

Friday,  „ 

24  . 

.  7.35 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  — I  was 
somewhat  surprised,  on  going  by  railway  to  Hampton 
Court  on  Monday  morning,  to  find,  on  nearing  the 
station,  the  river  Mole  was  in  such  a  dirty  condition, 
and  pouring  its  volumes  of  coloured  water  into  the 
Thames.  As  I  got  to  the  Castle  Hotel,  where  the  river- 
keepers’  dinner  is  to  take  place  on  March  10,  I  met  the 
veteran,  William  Milbourne,  in  the  best  of  health  and 
spirits,  but  complaining  of  another  stoppage  to  angling 
and  the  weirs  still  open.  On  making  my  arrangements 
with  Mr.  Mayo,  he  showed  me  a  great  bundle  of  tele¬ 
grams,  and  an  immense  number  of  letters  he  had  received, 
congratulating  him  on  the  result  of  the  libel  case  last 
week.  There  are  few  men  I  know  possessing  a  greater 
amount  of  courtesy  and  attention,  and  it  was  on  the  day 
of  our  river  trip  dinner  last  year  when  the  letter  of  which 
he  complained  appeared,  and  the  guests,  unsought  for, 
unanimously  resolved  to  support  him  in  the  vindication 
of  his  character  and  high  reputation.  I  have  been 
asked  why  the  T.  A.  P.  S.  did  not  send  a  deputation  to 
the  Thames  Conservators  in  the  matter  of  the  bye-laws, 
and_  I  can  best  answer  that  inquiry  by  stating  I  was  in  a 
position  to  report  to  the  committee,  the  board  bad 
acceded  to  nearly  all  their  suggestions,  and  it  is  only  the 
question  of  the  sizes  of  fish,  especially  jack,  which  is 
still  in  abeyance.  There  is  a  general  complaint  amongst 
the  fishermen  of  the  bad  state  of  trade,  and  few  can 
remember  such  a  stoppage  as  there  has  been  for  the  last 
two  or  three  months,  through  the  wretched  condition  of 
the  changeable  and  frosty  weather,  in  preventing  anglers 
from  coming  on  the  river.  In  many  instarioes  competi¬ 
tions  have  had  to  be  postponed.  In  the  movement 
which  is  being  made  to  increase  the  value  of  the  Lower 
Thames  as  a  trout-fishing  river,  it  ought  to  receive  every 
encouragement. — B. 

Upper  Thames.— Although  the  river  has  been  in 
fairly  good  angling  trim  daring  the  past  week,  very  few 
noteworthy  successes  have  to  be  recorded ;  but  this 
aearth  of  sport  must  be  put  down  chiefly  to  the  lack  of 
visitor  anglers  rather  than  to  the  non-biteability  of  the 
fish.  Local  anglers  have  everywhere  done  good  business 
with  roach  and  chub,  and  here  and  there  jack  from  61b. 
to  91b.  have  succumbed  to  live-bait  work.  The  upper 
waters  in  the  vicinities  of  Bray,  Maidenhead,  Marlow, 
and  Medmenham  to-day  (Thursday)  are  in  seasonable 
condition  for  any  fishing,  and  jack  work  should  particu¬ 
larly  reward  those  who  attempt  the  same.  Weather 
delightfully  fine  with  slight  indications  of  frost. — Mar¬ 
low  Buzz. 

Thames  (Hampton).— One  of  the  bank  anglers  in 
the  day  got  two  and  a  half  dozen  of  roach,  and  a  jack 
of  SJlb. 

Thames  (Kingston).  — There  has  been  nothing 
done.  John  Johnson  made  two  attempts  to  get  at  the 
fish,  but  he  failed  in  doing  so. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island). — Considering  the  rain 
we  have  bad,  the  water  is  not  so  bad  a  colour  as  might 
have  been  expected.  There  were  several  bank  anglers 
down  on  the  i2th  inst.,  but  very  little  doing.  Mr.  Win¬ 
dred  and  Lawes  out  with  a  punt,  got  a  few  very  good 
roach  ;  Mr.  Warrington,  of  the  Phcenix  Club,  got  a  few 
very  good  roach  while  fishing  off  the  raft  on  the  island 
While  I  was  talking  to  him  he  hooked  and  landed  a  jack 
about  IJlb.,  with  a  small  roach  hook,  baited  with  two 
gentles.  In  all  my  experience  for  the  last  fifty  years  1 
have  never  seen  a  jack  taken  out  of  the  ’Thames  with 
gentles.  I  have  beard  of  them  being  taken  in  ponds 
with  gentles,  but  never  heard  of  one  being  taken  in  the 
Thames. — P.  Plummer. 

Thames  (Oxford).— Notwithstanding  the  rain  and 
discoloured  water,  jack  have  been  well  on  the  move,  and 
several  good  takes  are  to  hand  ;  a  Mr.  Deadman  secur¬ 
ing  S'  good  fish  a  little  over  121b.,  and  plenty  of  smaller 
fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Albert  Stone,  a  member  of 
the  Oxford  Angling  Society,  took  a  splendid  jack  on 
Thursday,  weighing  141b.  5oz.  Roach  fishermen  are 
remarkable  here  by  their  absence.  Good  bags  ought  to 
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reward  those  who  give  the  roach  a  turn,  and  I  have  not 
Been  a  chub  or  heard  of  one  being  caught  all  the  winter, 
yet  some  of  our  water  contains  some  excellent  chub. 
Enthusiastic  anglers  here  are  few  and  far  between. — 
C.  Herbert. 

Thames  (Staines).  —  John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day 
with  Mr.  Rogers,  three  dozen  of  roach  ;  another  day 
with  Mr.  Edwards  six  dozen  of  roach  ;  another  day  with 
Mr.  Elliot  and  friend,  six  dozen  of  roach  :  and  another 
day  with  Mr.  Burkett  and  friend,  three  dozen  of  roach. 
In  each  of  the  takes  the  fish  were  all  good  ones,  and  in 
fine  condition. 

Thames  (Snnbury).— The  punts  of  Messrs.  E. Clarke 
and  Sons,  have  brought  in  during  the  week  seventeen 
and  a  half  brace  of  perch,  seven  jack  and  fifteen  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Nicholls,  one  day,  twelve  brace 
of  perch,  four  of  the  largfst  fish  weighed  31b.  9oz. 

Thames  (Teddmgfton). — W.  McBride,  in  two  days, 
five  jack — one  of  the  bank  anglers  Took  a  jack  of  71b. — 
Six  other  jack  have  been  taken  during  the  week. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  in  two  days, 
fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  one  perch,  and 
John  Spong,  in  five  days,  151b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Windsor).  —  This  exceptionally  mild 
weather  for  time  of  year,  coupled  with  the  rainfall,  will 
cause  the  jack  to  work  up  the  ditches,  and  preservation 
societies  will  do  well  now  to  give  such  places  close 
attention,  especially  on  Sunday  mornings,  the  time  the 
village  loafer  and  poacher  selects  to  carry  out  his 
nefarious  operations.  Though  heavy  rains  have  fallen 
here  the  river,  at  time  of  writing,  is  not  a  bad  colour  ; 
in  fact,  for  close  paternostering  in  likely  spots,  it  is 
just  what  I  like,  and,  on  passing  over  Windsor  Bridge 
to  business  this  morning,  I  quite  fancied  it,  and  wished  I 
could  get  away  there  and  then.  Master  Hornby,  of 
Eton  College,  had  one  this  afternoon,  Sjllb.  I  tried 
them  later  on  in  the  afternoon,  caught  one  small  one. 
which  I  returned,  ran  another  about  3ib.,  then  another 
— a  decent  fish,  but  he  severed  my  single  gut  hook, 
which  had  been  used  too  long,  and  should  have  been 
discarded  before.  Last  Saturday  I  had  a  brace  in  about 
ten  minutes,  but  too  small  for  me,  so  returned  them. 
Water  grand  for  roach,  but  too  much  water  and  too 
thick  for  chub. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District. — It  is  now  very  fine  for  fishing, 
hut  Mr.  Meanwell  is  the  only  local  gentleman  who  goes 
out  here  now.  He  has  had  two  or  three  more  pike.  A 
fine  lot  of  growing  trout  were  turned  into  the  Burnoldby 
beck  on  Saturday  last,  and  a  lot  of  fry  go  into  another 
beck  this  week. — Thomas  Ford. 

Dee  (Corwen). — The  season  opened  on  the  15th  inst. 
with  a  fine  day,  but,  owing  to  the  river  being  over¬ 
flowing  its  banks  and  muddy,  there  were  no  anglers  out. 
Worming  is  not  allowed  till  April  1.  To-day  (Thurslay) 
the  water  is  fining  down,  and  by  next  week,  if  weather 
permits,  there  will  be  good  trout  fishing.  March,  April 
and  May  are  the  best  months.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
association,  a  close  season  for  grayling  was  passed. 
The  close  time  will  be  from  Feb.  1  to  June  30.  It  was 
wanted  badly,  as  grayling  are  getting  scarce  where  at 
one  time  they  were  plentiful  — Alwen. 

Barle  (Dulverton). — Season  opened  on  14th  inst. 
Nothing  has  been  done  on  account  of  the  high  water. 
Cloudy,  warm,  and  showery,  with  falling  glass,  and 
high  south-south-west  winds. — Iron  Blue. 

Bast  and  West  Cleddau  (Fembrokeskire). — 
A  nice  little  salmon  of  71b.  was  taken  last  week  (on  fly) 
near  Haverfordwest.  There  do  not  appear  to  be  so  many 
fish  up  the  rivers  as  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and, 
unfortunately,  a  good  deal  of  netting  is  done  at  the 
weir  on  the  West  Cleddau.  where  there  is  great  need  of 
a  salmon  pass. 

Bze  and  Canal  (Bxeter). — We  had  another  good 
water  down  on  Saturday  last,  and  the  river  has  been 
rather  too  high  since  for  comfortable  angling.  The 
salmon  have  been  running  up  in  fine  style  during  the 
past  few  days,  so  there  seems  to  be  every  probability  of 
the  coming  season  beginning  well.  Very  little  has  been 
done  by  our  pikeiats  this  week,  owing  mainly,  of  course, 
to  the  river  being  more  or  less  out  of  condition.  The 
Lower  Exe  Association  opens  its  trout  season  to-day,  the 
15th,  and  the  Upper  Exe  on  the  20th  inst.,  but  no  doubt 
many  anglers  will  defer  active  operations  for  another  two 
or  three  weeks  at  least.  Trout  will  naturally  be  very 
backward  after  the  severe  weather  we  have  experienced. 
Perch  should  be  worth  a  trial  when  the  water  is  again 
fit,  and  I  fancy  a  live  minnow  fished  fine  in  the  eddies 
will  be  likely  to  tempt  some  of  those  “  old-fashioned  ” 
ones  which  so  seldom  grace  the  fishing-basket  nowadays. 
I  mean  to  wait  upon  them  myself  very  shortly,  when  I 
hope  with  some  choice  samples  in  the  minnow  line  I  may 
he  fortunate  enough  to  secure  a  share  of  their  patronage. 
Tiverton  Canal  is  once  again  in  fishing  form,  and  I  hear 
some  good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  among  the  pike  lately 
by  one  or  two  Tiverton  anglers.  Last  week’s  21j-pounder 
has  not  yet  been  beaten,  so  there  is  a  chance  for  someone 
to  distinguish  himself. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — The  weather 
has  been  again  favourable  for  angling  operations,  and 
the  waters  have  run  down  into  fairly  good  condition. 
Anglers  will  have  a  good  opportunity  of  getting  after 
the  pike.  Pishing  is  largely  confined  to  local  experts, 
and  some  of  them  have  been  doing  pretty  well.  At  the 
present  time  the  Forty-foot  dram  is  getting  the  most 
patronage,  though  other  waters  are  receiving  attention. 
The  best  parts,  I  believe,  are  the  reaches  about  Doning- 
ton  Bridge  and  Neslam  Bridge,  but  there  is  little  doubt 
that  good  fish  may  be  obtained  in  other  districts.  Roach 
are  also  feeding  well,  and  when  anglers  turn  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  them,  they  meet  with  very  decent  sport.  Worms 
are  said  to  be  the  best  baits  for  these  fish.  Some  nice 
roach  and  bream  are  stated  to  have  been  got  from  the 
Welland,  and  also  from  the  Nene.  I  hear  there  is  likely 


to  be  some  dredging  operations  on  the  latter  stream,  but 
whether  it  will  interfere  with  the  fishing  remains  to  be 
seen. — Limpet. 

Great  Paxton  (St.  Neots). — The  river  is  at  last 
in  fine  condition  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  The  roach  have 
been  feeding  well  during  the  dirty  water,  and  some  good 
bags  have  been  made.  Last  Saturday  two  roach  were 
caught  with  brandling  worm,  which  soiled  31b.,  and  a 
goodly  number  of  good  fish  were  taken  beside.  Pike 
have  b’gun  to  feed  ;  a  trial  was  made  here  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  a  beautiful  fish  of  91b.  was  taken,  and  another 
one  lost  by  the  hook  breaking  in  the  middle  of  the  bend. 
— William  Duckeb. 

Idle(Nort]i  Notts)  . — The  waters  of  this  district 
are  in  good  condition  for  angling,  but  the  number  of 
anglers  who  have  heen  trying  their  luck  have  been  only 
small.  The  lower  district  has  had  some  attention 
from  pike  fishermen,  but  their  results  are  only  poor,  the 
fish  being  scarce  and  only  running  small.  The  drains 
are  in  good  order,  but  some  of  them  are  rather  awkward 
to  reach.  I  hear  that  an  estate  Ins  lately  changed  hands 
in  the  district  below  Retford,  but  whether  it  will  make 
any  difference  to  anglers  or  not  in  the  coming  summer 
I  cannot  yet  say.  The  Sheffield  Angling  Association 
have  been  trying  to  arrange  for  some  water  on  the  Idle 
for  their  members,  but  as  yeti  do  not  hear  that  arrange¬ 
ments  are  concluded.  I  hear  the  trout  are  promising 
well  for  the  season  on  the  upper  waters  and  the  minor 
streams,  but  most  of  these  waters  are  private.  The  canal 
also  is  in  a  promising  condition  for  roach  fishing,  and  if 
the  present  weather  continues,  they  would  be  worth 
looking  after. — L 

Lea  and  Stort. — The  rivers  are  now  in  about  as 
good  fishing  condition  as  they  possibly  could  be,  either 
for  the  present  or  any  other  time  of  the  year,  and 
anglers  will  do  well  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity.  The  weather  has  certainly  been  most  uncertain, 
and  his  prevented  many  fishermen  from  turning  out, 
but  we  may  yet  have  it  worse  before  March  is  done  with. 
I  remember  two  years  ago,  turning  out  with  a  friend  to 
fish  the  Mill  pool,  at  Ponder’s  End,  on  March  9,  when 
the  weather  was  so  frightfully  cold  that  neither  of  us 
could  stand  more  than  one  hour  of  it,  a  north-east  wind 
blowing  down  the  marshes.  It  is  a  most  unpleasant 
recollection.  During  the  past  week,  there  has  not  been 
much  sport  to  record,  anglers,  for  the  above  reason,  not 
having  been  out  in  great  numbers.  Some  of  the  Edmon¬ 
ton  and  Tottenham  members  fished  at  Ware  on  the  12fch 
inst.,  for  several  good  prizes;  the  sport  was,  however, 
but  indifferent.  Mr.  Geo.  Rochester  had  a  nice  jack,  and 
the  three  brothers  Hadkisa,  roach,  all  the  above  I  believe 
securing  prizes.  Mr.  Watling,  of  the  Hormsfield  Otters 
Club,  Cross  Keys,  Edmonton,  bad  a  nice  chub  of  about 
Sib.  from  Harlow,  on  the  Stort.  Several  small  jack 
were  taken  from  tbe  old  river  at  Cook’s  Perry  on  the 
12th  inst.  There  was  one  of  about  2.ilb.,  the  others 
were  very  small,  and  were,  I  hope,  returned.  But  there 
is  no  protection  in  this  length,  and  people  with  rods, 
lines,  or  nets  do  just  as  they  like.  There  will  be  another 
open  competition  at  Harry  Avis’s,  the  King’s  Arms, 
Waltham  Abbey,  on  the  19th  inst.,  entrance  6J.  each  on 
the  spot  up  to  11  a.m.,  the  time  of  starting.  This 
should  prove  attractive,  not  only  to  club  members  but 
to  a  largo  number  of  unattached  fishermen,  as  there  are 
good  prizes  in  addition  to  the  entrance  monies.  I  think 
anglers  at  this  time  of  the  season  should  not  neglect  to 
try  the  efficacy  of  small  red  worms  for  big  roacb,  &c. — 
Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — With  a  continuance  of  the  miserably 
dull  weather,  angling  has  again  been  at  a  discount. 
Rain  has  fallen  every  day  this  week,  and  the  waters  are 
now  very  thick,  and  running  high.  The  Leicester 
Society’s  preserves  have  received  but  scant  patronage  ; 
Mr.  Manskell  took  a  few  nice  roach,  and  Mr.  Bricknell 
secured  a  few  pike,  the  largest  being  41b.  A  few 
Leicester  anglers  have  been  down  the  Wreake  Valley 
district,  but  found  their  visit  was  inopportune,  owing 
to  the  bad  state  of  the  River  Soar.  The  Market  Har- 
boroiigh  locality  is  fast  becoming  a  favourite  hunting 
ground  of  the  angler  in  these  parts.  Mr.  Cave,  at  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  secured  good  roach,  and  Mes.srs. 
A.  Rabbit,  J.  Billson,  and  J.  Morton  landed  fair-sized 
pike,  the  best  specimen  being  one  scaling  51b. 

Leominster.— Four  pike  iveighing  flSJlb.  were 
caught  in  the  Arrow  at  Leominster  on  Saturday  after¬ 
noon,  the  heaviest,  weighing  13.Ub.,  was  a  splendidly 
proportioned  fish.  Mr.  James,  who  was  using  live  bait, 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  a  good  three  hours’  work. — 
J.  H. 

Loddou  (Earley). — The  water,  which  has  been 
much  discoloured  this  last  few  days  through  the  storms, 
is  now  fining  down  again  nicely.  Some  very  good  jack 
have  been  taken,  one  angler  taking  one  lOjlb.  and  one 
5ilb.,  and  in  good  condition;  also  roach  have  been 
taken  freely. — J.  R.  Gould. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
grayliag  streams,  which  were  in  fair  order  for  fishing 
with  the  maggot  and  grasshopper,  have  been  visited  with 
heavy  rain,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  more  gray¬ 
ling  fishing  being  done,  as  the  fish  should  now  be  on  the 
spawn  ;  and  anglers  would  do  well  to  wait  until  trout 
fishing  begins,  when  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  fine 
fish  being  taken.  The  Pinsley  is  now  in  fair  order,  but 
no  fishing  has  been  done  in  it. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 
These  rivers  are  now  high  and  stained,  with  very 
little  probability  of  again  being  in  order  before  the  close 
of  the  grayling  season,  which  ends  with  this  month. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone).  — Water  is  improving  in 
colour ;  if  the  present  fine  weather  should  continue 
there  may  be  a  good  chance  of  sport  among  the  jack 
before  end  of  the  month.  I  saw  an  angler  the  other  day 


who  has  been  having  good  sport  among  the  roach,  and 
again  another  who  had  been  among  the  good  ones  ; 
bream  have  been  biting  well  also,  and  several  anglers 
have  secured  some  good  catches  ;  the  brandling  has  been 
the  favourite  lure  with  most  of  them. — W.  Shrubsole. 

Nene  (Peterborough.) — The  weather  has  been 
very  unsettled  here  during  the  past  week,  hut  the  river 
has  got  much  lower,  and  most  of  the  floods  have  now 
abated.  Several  ardent  disciples  have  been  out  in  their 
boats,  and  most  of  them  have  been  rewarded  with  good 
bags.  Roach  and  perch  are  feeding  well,  and  several 
good  bream  have  been  taken.  Some  good  bags  of  roach 
have  been  landed  near  the  Town  bridge,  and  a  good 
quantity  of  perch  has  been  pulled  out  near  the  Great 
Northern  bridge.  Mr.  W.  T.  Silk,  a  well-known 
enthusiast  in  piscatorial  pursuits,  has  sent  from  his 
breeding  preserves  at  Burghley  Stamford,  near  Peter¬ 
borough,  20,000  trout  ova  to  the  Nilgira  Game  Associa¬ 
tion,  India,  by  the  ship  Golconda,  the  shipping  company 
bearing  the  expense  of  their  transit.  It  is  also  worthy 
of  notice,  and  commendatory  to  Mr.  Silk,  to  know  that 
previous  consignments  to  India  have  been  a  great 
success,  and  have  thrived  wonderfully  well.  A  quantity 
of  perch  ova  are  to  be  sent  out  in  March. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (E.  Devon). — The  season  on  the  free  portion 
of  the  river,  near  its  mouth,  at  Budleigh  Salterton, 
opened  on  the  2nd  inst.,  but,  owing  to  the  heavy  spate, 
nothing  could  be  done  on  that  day.  On  the  3rd,  how¬ 
ever,  the  river  had  greatly  gone  down,  and  several 
anglers  were  at  work.  The  day  was  warm  and  sunny, 
and  some  fair  catches  were  made,  the  best  being  that  by 
M  r.  J.  Smart,  which  comprised  twenty  fish,  including 
several  sea  trout,  the  lot  weighing  (11b.  7oz.  The  fish 
were  in  remarkably  good  condition  for  time  of  year, 
more  so  than  has  been  known  in  any  previous  season, 
although  thi  Otter  is  known  to  ba  one  of  the  earliest 
rivers  in  the  county.  The  net  fishermen  have,  as  usual, 
been  dragging  the  lower  reaches,  and  have  taken  out  a 
quantity  of  fish,  many,  alas  !  kelts,  which  would  not  have 
taken  the  fly.  It  is  a  thousand  pities  this  wholesale 
destruction  cannot  be  stopped.  The  Hon.  Mark  Rolle’s 
water  opens  on  March  1,  as  does  also  the  private  water 
of  most  of  the  riparian  owners.  There  is  every  prospect 
of  a  first-rate  season.  The  river  is  full  of  fish,  which  are 
already  rising  well  to  the  fly.  The  best  flies  at  this  time 
are  the  Blue  Upright  (wingless  preferred).  Silver  Twist, 
February  Red,  and  Hare’s  Flax  Upright. — J.  E.  S. 

Ouse  (Hemingford  Abbotts).— A  pike  scaling 
91b.  Iloz.  was  eaugnt  a  few  days  since  in  the  backwater 
by  Mr.  Curtis  Hart,  a  resident  of  that  village. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  has  got  into  good 
order,  both  river  and  backwaters,  and  jack  have  been 
feeding  well.  On  the  12th,  several  were  out,  and  had 
good  sport  with  some  good  fish.  One  local  angler  took  a 
fine  conditioned  fish  Ifljlb.,  and  others  had  some  from 
41b.  to  Gib.,  and  at  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  the 
water  bids  well  for  very  good  sport,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  water  w-ill  keep  in  condition  during  the  season,  for 
it  has  been  a  very  bad  time  for  sport. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (OfFord).--The  water  is  in  very  fair  condition 
for  jack  fishing,  better  than  it  has  been  for  months. 
Should  the  weather  continue  fine,  there  is  every  prospect 
of  good  sport,  for  jack  should  feed  well  after  the  long 
rest  they  have  had. — Collins. 

Plymouth. — Sea  Fishing. — There  is  not  much 
being  done  now  in  shore  fishing,  the  weather  being  too 
unsettled,  but  in  the  bays  or  estuaries,  where  there  is  a 
muddy  bottom,  dabs  and  flounders  can  now  be  taken,  as 
they  are  in  best  condition  in  this  month,  March,  and 
April.  They  spawn  in  May  or  J une  and  should  not  then 
be  taken.  Mackerel  will  now  soon  begin  to  make  their 
appearance,  and  they  are  in  fine  condition.  Formerly  it 
was  not  the  practice  to  look  for  these  fish  much  before 
March  or  April  on  the  south-west  coasts,  but  of  late 
years  the  mackerel  seiners  have  commenced  their  opera¬ 
tions  much  earlier,  and  they  have  been  w'ell  rewarded 
for  their  pains.  According  to  the  new  Salmon  Fisheries 
Act,  the  fishing  for  salmon  an  1  trout  now  commences. 
The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  include  the  smelt, 
sprat,  anchovy,  ling,  whiting,  pouting,  dab,  mackerel, 
eel,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  trout,  salmon,  and  all  kinds 
of  shell  fish.  There  is  an  attempt  in  London  to  start  a 
sea  fishing  club,  which  will  be  something  on  the  same 
principle  as  the  Cycling  Tourists’  Club.  Their  idea  is  to 
appoint  hon.  secs,  at  various  seaport  towns,  who  will 
not  only  give  information  as  regards  the  fishing  to  be 
had,  but  who  will  send  reports  to  the  London  head¬ 
quarters  of  any  fish  that  are  taking.  The  club  will 
endeavour  to  got  reduced  railway  fares  and  a  regular 
tariff  from  hotels  ;  also  will  appoint  certain  boatmen  who 
make  fair  charges.  In  some  ports,  however,  they  will 
have  boats  of  their  own.  A  very  influential  committee 
has  been  appointed,  and  I  wish  the  club  all  success.  I 
attended,  by  invitation,  the  inaugural  meeting  in  Picca¬ 
dilly,  London,  last  week,  when  some  200  lovers  of  the 
sport  were  present,  and  1  need  hardly  say  that,  coming 
from  the  west  and  a  famed  seaport  town,  I  had  a  hearty 
reception. — William  Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech.). — (3  wing  to  the  heavy  rain  we  have  had  all  these 
rivers  during  the  past  week  have  been  flooded,  and  all 
are  now  much  too  high  for  angling  purposes.  The 
weather  still  continues  very  unsettled  with  frequent  and 
heavy  showers,  and  amongst  the  Welsh  hills  there  must 
have  been  continuous  rain  for  some  days  at  the  end  of 
last  week,  as  the  Severn  has  risen  higher  than  at  any 
time  during  the  winter,  as  well  as  the  Vyrnwy  and 
Tanat. — Vybnwt. 

Stour  (Bures), — Water  in  prime  order.  A  roach  of 
lib.  9oz.,  was  caught  here  on  Wednesday. — Goosequill. 

Sussex  Rivers. — The  weather  during  the  week 
has  been  dull  and  uninviting,  and  rain  has  fallen  almost 
daily,  yet  notin  sufficient  volume  to  seriously  affect  the 
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river.  “In  fair  order” — is  the  general  report — “fish 
feeding,  but  anglers  scarce.”  There  is  but  little  to 
chronicle  from  the  Arun--a  few  bream  and  roach  from 
the  vicinity  of  Pnlborough  and  Amberley,  and  from  the 
lower  water  roach  up  to  lib.  3oz.  Pike  are  recorded 
from  the  Rother,  where  paternostering  near  Selham  with 
gudgeon  was  found  the  most  killing.  Chub  np  to  close 
upon  -'Ub.  have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse,  and  several 
good  roach  above  the  look.  A  basket  of  5Jlb.  of  roach 
and  dace  were  recently  secured  on  the  Aden.  Chichester 
Canal  is  high,  and  now  in  good  order  for  spinning  pur¬ 
poses.  The  water  between  the  locks  holds  some  good 
fish,  and  the  basin  close  to  the  railway  station  is  worth 
a  trial.  -George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North.  Devon). — Rivers  have  tesn  flooded, 
impossible  to  fish,  but  are  now  going  back.  Salmon  kelt 
are  going  to  the  sea,  the  net-men  still  catching  a  few  and 
selling  in  pieces  to  deceive  the  ignorant.  The  con¬ 
servators  agreed  to  extend  their  fishing  time  a  few  days, 
which  was  unnecessary',  as  they  do  not  cease  fishing 
through  the  year  as  it  is.  A  fisherman  saw  an  otter 
chasing  a  salmon  kelt  in  the  river,  fired,  and  killed,  it 
weighing  161b. — Rusty  Game. 

The  Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The 
river  has  been  in  splendid  condition  since  the  opening  of 
the  season  (Feb.  2),  and  a  few  salmon  (kelt.s)  have  been 
taken  by  local  anglers.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
the  trout  season  opened  on  the  same  day  (at  least  a 
month  too  early),  and  that  our  Fishery  Board  {in  their 
irisd(irn  .')  are  granting  licences  lor  niglit  lines,  by  means 
of  which  heavy  takes  of  trout  have  been  made  during 
the  past  fortnight,  the  majority  of  the  fish  being  under 
balf-a-ponnd  in  weight,  thereby  defeating  the  object  the 
board  is  said  to  have  in  view,  viz.,  the  killing  off  of  the 

d  fish. 

Teme  (Lndlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  runiring  high  and  mudd.y,  and  out  of  order  for 
angling.  The  water  was  getting  in  fair  order  when 
rain  fell  again,  and  cpiite  stopped  all  pro.spects  of  sport. 
The  water  goes  down  but  slowly,  and  there  is  every 
hope  of  it  being  in  order  when  trout  fishing  begins. 
The  grayling  are  now  coming  on  to  spawn,  and  should 
not  be  taken.  The  trout  are  in  fair  condition,  and 
should  be  well  on  the  feed.  The  otters  have  been  busy 
in  the  water  near  Saltmore.  The  head  of  a  fine  salmon 
and  the  tail  of  another  have  been  picked  up,  all  the  body 
part  having  been  eaten  away  ;  and  lower  down  were 
found  pieces  of  fish,  and  large  scales  off  chub  have 
been  picked  up.  A  visit  from  the  otter  hounds  should 
prove  good  sport.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyeh, 
are  all  out  of  order,  being  high  and  muddy ;  no  fishing 
done  in  them  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  late  rain  has 
again  made  the  water  rise  high  and  muddy.  At  the 
end  of  last  week  it  was  getting  in  fair  order,  but  now 
all  chances  of  fishing  are  gone  for  some  days,  and  there 
is  very  little  prospect  of  sport  until  trout  fishing  begins, 
when  some  good  sport  should  be  had,  as  there  are  plenty' 
of  good  fish  in  the  river.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyeh, 
are  all  out  of  fishing  order. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington). — Last  Friday  week  500 
yearling  trout  were  introduced  into  the  Torridge  near 
the  town.  They  were  a  strong  and  healthy  lot  of  fish, 
and  came  from  near  Lancaster,  and  after  travelling  so 
far.  came  all  alive. — Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark) — Angling  pursuits  in  the  Newark 
district  have  been  carried  on  under  disadvantageous 
circumstances,  high  winds  and  coloured  waters  being 
prevalent.  Dace  have  taken  worms  freely  under  the 
circumstances,  several  capital  lots  having  been  shown 
at  the  Piscatorial  Club  room,  ranging  from  Goz.  to  7oz. 
e.-ich,  chiefly  from  the  mill  dam,  a  noted  pitch  at  this 
period  of  the  season,  from  which  place,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
Joynes  secured  a  grand  specimen  weighing  OJoz.,  an 
exceptionally  good  fish  from  the  Trent.  Several  good 
roach,  up  to  11b.,  have  been  hooked  by  the  members,  one 
of  whom  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  a  perch 
weighing  lib.  Sfoz.  A  pike  of  41b.  weight,  taken  in  the 
Rolleston  length,  on  Thursdiy  last,  was  found,  when 
opened,  to  have  pouched  a  dace  9Jin.  in  length— a  good 
take  in  this  for  a  41b.  jack. — Trentsidbr. 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — The  season  for  trout  angling  began  on 
Wednesday  under  most  favourable  conditions,  the  water 
being  in  capital  form  for  ground-bait  fishing.  A  number 
of  anglers  wore  out  and  most  of  them  succeeded  in 
obtaining  sport,  trout  taking  the  worm  very  freely. 
Baskets  varying  from  Sib.  to  101b.  were  had,  and,  con¬ 
sidering  the  very  earliness  of  the  season,  w'ere  in  re¬ 
markably  good  order,  the  result  of  which  is  the  mild 
weather  and  numerous  floods  since  the  breaking  up  of 
the  frost. 

Witbam.  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— The  weather  has 
been  too  boisterous  for  angling  along  the  Witham — a 
north-west  wind  sweeping  down  the  water  between  the 
banks,  almost  in  a  line  with  the  river  itself,  makes  it 
almo.st  impossible  to  get  a  lino  into  the  water.  The 
storm,  however,  has  moderated  since  Sunday,  and  no 
doubt  things  will  settle  down  again.  Prom  what  I  hear 
anglers  after  pike  are  doing  excellent  things  just  now 
on  the  water,  but  I  have  a  notion  the  reports  lately 
appearing  are  just  a  bit  too  rosy.  There  are  a  good 
number  of  pretty  good  pike  in  the  river  between  Lincoln 
and  Boston,  but  l.llb.  to  201b.  fish  are  very  rarely  if  ever 
among  them  now-a-day  s.  I  mention  this  so  that  visiting 
anglers  should  not  be  disappointed  if  they  can  get 
nothing  better  than  a  41b.  or  .51b.  fish.  I  hear  trout 
prospects  pe  pretty  good  this  season  on  the  waters 
whicn  fall  into  the  Witham  and  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Witham  itself,  the  mild  weather  of  the  last  few 
weeks  having  suited  them.  The  taste  for  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  trout  in  suitable  water  in  this  district.  I  am  glad 
to  think,  is  growing,  and  I  hear  of  one  or  two  new  clubs 


starting  and  being  talked  about  to  reinforce  and 
encourage  the  older  ones. — Luce. 

Yare  (Norwich).— The  water  on  both  this  river  and 
also  the  Bure  has  been  in  good  condition  for  angling,  and 
many  local  pike  fishermen  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
altered  condition  of  the  district  ;  several  visitors  have 
also  put  in  an  appearance  and  done  fairly  well.  Of  course 
the  cream  of  the  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  various 
broads  which  can  only  be  fished  by  obtaining  leave 
(Oulton  Broad,  near  Lowestoft,  being  the  exception  in 
being  free  to  all).  Several  catches  have  been  reported  to 
me.  One  part.v  fishing  in  water  not  connected  with  cur 
rivers,  had  a  splendid  catch  of  ten  good  fish :  another  party 
also  captured  about  twelve  or  thirteen,  but  not  such  large 
fellows  as  the  former  lots.  Last  week  Blr.  T.  E.  Gunn 
exhibited  in  his  window  an  181b.  jack  caught  by 
himself,  and  two  days  after  a  friend  of  mine  was 
lucky  in  securing  two  splendid  pike  of  201b.  and  161b. 
respectively,  and  several  smaller.  Bream  fishing  has 
been  indulged  in  with  success  the  past  fortnight  near 
Norwich,  the  fish  having  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of 
Thorpe  in  large  shoals,  and  many  heavy  fish  of  from 
31b.  to  41b.  were  caught.  Roach  are  to  be  had  now  on 
the  shallows,  but  I  do  not  fancy  many  of  our  friends 
like  to  face  the  cold  for  roach.  Some  of  the  knowing  ones 
are  out  to-day  (Thursday),  and  if  I  catch  them  before 
time  for  post  I'll  put  a  P.S.  to  this.  Wind  S.W.  Rainy, 
cloudy,  and  unsettled  weather  to-day. — Robert  Moll. 
—  P.S.  “Just  seen  gentlemen  alluded  to  above,  and  they 
have  had  a  remarkably  good  catch  ;  brought  home 
thirteen,  and  turned  back  as  undersized  ten,  total 
twent3'-three  jack.  The  largest  I  saw  weighed  turned 
the  scale  at  i41b.  ;  the  others  were  a  nice  average  lot, 
from  71b.  or  81b.  down  to  about  31b. _ 

Later. — The  past  week  has  not  been  so  productive 
of  good  catches  that  I've  heard  of,  still  some  very  fair 
pike  have  been  caught,  the  heaviest  weighing  151b.  W'e 
have  experienced  a  considerable  amount  of  rainy 
weather,  and  it  has  not  helped  sport,  most  of  those  who 
have  been  out  have  caught  a  fair  number,  hut  the  average 
size  has  run  smaller.  Some  first  rate  roach  were  caught 
on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Bure  the  other  day  by  a 
Norwich  angler  (an  all  the  year  round  man),  number 
about  forty,  average  nearly  11b.  each.  Our  rivers  and 
broads  are  now  in  good  condition,  and  with  clear  cold 
weather,  the  next  month  should  witness  some  of  the 
best  jack  fishing  of  the  season.  I  trust  visitors  who 
come  to  Norfolk  fishing,  will  not  forget  the  claims  of 
The  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society,  which  has 
done  and  is  doing  such  good  work  in  preserving  these 
extensive  waters,  and  whose  funds  require  constant 
additions  to  enable  the  society  to  bo  successful.  Mr. 
C.  J.  Greene,  hon.  sec.,  Yare  Cottage,  Grove-road, 
Norwich,  will  be  pleased  to  enrol  any  visitor  upon 
payment  of  the  small  sum  of  5s. — Robert  Moll. 

Scotch  Reports. 

AltnaRarra  Hotel  'Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.)  —On 

the  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  Kennedy  fished  Loch  Naver  and 
landed  a  salmon  weighing  121b.  ;  and  on  the  8th  Mr. 
AYilliam  Munro,  hotel-keeper,  caught  a  12-pounder  on 
the  river  Blud lie.  At  the  beginning  of  this  iveek  the 
weather  was  very  boisterous. — McB. 

Beauly. — On  the  opening  day  the  river  was  too  much 
in  flood  for  good  angling,  yet  several  anglers  were  out, 
and  some  fairly  good  baskets  of  trout  were  made  con¬ 
sidering  the  state  of  the  water.  Mr.  Matheson,  Com¬ 
mercial  Bank,  had  four  sea  trout  scaling  Gib.  Mr.  James 
Fraser,  artist,  had  a  basket  of  seven  fish  weighing 51b.  on 
Beaufort  Castle  water,  and  Mr.  Corballas  six  nice  trout  of 
4Hb.— K.  O.  N 

Birnham  Hotel  (Dunkeld).— On  Monday,  the 
13th  inst..  Admiral  Walker  caught  two  salmon,  one 
191b.  and  one  81b..  on  Murthly  water. 

Borgie  (via  Thurso,  N.'B.).— About  ten  days  ago 
Mr.  Hugh  Bruce,  keeper  at  Tongue  Lodge,  grassed  two 
salmon,  which  weighed  91b.  and  101b.  respectively. — 
McB. 

Breadalbaiie  Hotel,  Keniuore,  N.B.  (Perth¬ 
shire). — Feb.  9,  Mr.  Aitkin  Litterellan  caught  salmon, 
221b. ;  Feb.  10,  Mr.  James  Lord  caught  salmon,  281b. 
On  the  Hotel  water  on  river  Lyon,  Mr.  Philip  caught 
salmon,  2.51b.  ;  Feb.  11,  on  the  Reserved  water.  General 
Ralston  caught  a  salmon,  201b. ;  Feb.  14,  on  the  Reserved 
water,  Mr.  James  Pullar  caught  a  salmon,  201b. ;  on  the 
Hotel  water,  on  the  river  Lyon.  Mr.  Philip  caught  two 
salmon,  171b.  and  151b. — Wm.  Knight. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.)— After  a 
long  spell  of  beautiful  weather  keen  frost  set  in  on 
Saturday  and  continued  until  Mondaj'  night,  when  a 
thaw  set  in,  followed  on  Tuesday  by  heavy  rain,  which 
caused  this  and  all  neighbouring  rivers  to  rise  to  a  great 
height.  So  far  as  known  no  rod  has  been  out  yet,  but 
several  anglers  from  the  south  are  expected  shortlj'. — 
McB. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeensliire)  -The  truism  that  it  is 
often  the  unexpected  that  happens  has  been  verified  to  the 
full  in  connection  with  the  advent  of  the  angling  season  in 
the  north  of  Scotland  on  Saturday.  At  the  last  moment 
the  weather  failed,  and  the  day  broke  dull,  cloudy,  and 
drizzly,  and  ended  in  a  heavy  snowstorm.  On  Monday 
morning  matters  were  worse,  when  anglers  were  lite¬ 
rally  frozen  off  the  river,  and  not  a  line  was  got  out. 
Up  till  the  time  of  writing  the  same  state  of  matters 
prevails  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hours  in  the  after¬ 
noon  when  the  river  cleared  somewhat  of  the  aoou'nula- 
tions  of  grue  or  ice-floes.  Up  till  the  eleventh  hour 
everything  portended  an  auspicious  start  being  made, 
and  nothing  but  the  uncertain  element  of  the  weather  i 
has  to  account  for  matters  being  otherwise.  On  the  j 
opening  day  the  Dee  was  in  capital  form,  if  some¬ 
what  high,  for  some  of  the  better  stretches  and  almost  * 


every  reach  of  the  river  was  fished  over.  From  the 
comparatively  poor  sport  obtained,  however,  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  clean  fish  were  not  on  the  rise.  Fish  were  got, 
however,  on  the  Balmoral  waters,  fifty  miles  inland,  and 
this  is  a  guarintee  that  the  river  is  well  stocked,  and 
that,  under  more  favourable  conditions,  good  sport  is 
a  certainty.  Kelts  were  exceedingly  troublesome.  The 
pools  are  teeming  with  them  on  the  middle  reaches,  and 
it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  sportsmen  to  have  to 
“  do  ”  with  six,  eight,  ten,  and  a  dozen  in  the  course  of 
the  day.  On  the  Balmoral  waters  Her  Majesty’s 
keepers  landed  two  fine  fish  of  Gib.  and  81b., 
which  were  as  usual  despatched  to  the  Queen  at 
Osborne.  On  the  Ballater  water  Mr.  Hardy  landed 
one  of  71b.  On  the  Forest  of  Glen  Tana  waters 
Sir  William  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  party  creeled 
six  fine  fish,  scaling  from  Gib.  to  121b.,  and  had  to  do 
with  numerous  kelts.  On  the  Huntlj'  Arms  water,  Mr. 
Kemp  landed  one  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  Borwick,  one  of  9Jlb. 

On  the  Borrowstone  section,  Mr.  Wormold  landed  one 
of  Gib.,  while  Sir  Herbert  E.  F.  Lewis,  Bart.,  had  one  of 
81b.  on  the  Commonty,  and  had  to  “do”  with  nine 
“  kelts,”  besides  touching  several  others.  On  the 
Ballogie  section,  Mr.  Cholmondeley  landed  three  fish  of 
81b.  each,  lost  another  as  it  was  being  brought  to  the 
“  gaff,”  while  he  and  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  the  lessee,  had 
to  do  with  eight  or  more  kelts.  On  the  Sluice  water, 

Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  landed  a  fine  fish  of  161b.  On 
the  Blackball  Castle  water,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  had  five  fine 
fish,  scaling  81b.,  SHb.,  101b.,  141b.,  and  IGlb., 
while  the  number  of  kelts  and  baggots  to  be 
reckoned  with  was  past  speaking  about.  On  the 
Cairnton,  Inchmarlo,  and  Nether  sections,  a  good  few 
spring  fish  were  met  with,  but  details  are  not  to  hand. 

The  fish  are  of  excellent  quality  and  shape,  and  no 
disease  reported.  The  net  fishings  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  ' 
coast  opened  simultaneously  with  the  rod  fishing,  butthe 
results  on  Saturdai'  last  were  very  disappointing,  onlj'  | 
about  one-third  the  fish  being  got  that  was  anticipated. 

The  storm  has  kept  them  off  the  coast  lately,  and  what 
fish  were  about  the  tidal  reaches  have  got  well  past  the 
nets  with  the  iiast  fine  spell  of  open  weather.  On  the  ; 
Don  a  few  anglers  were  out,  and  one  or  two  fish  got  on 
most  of  the  lower  sections  as  far  as  the  Kintore  waters. 

The  gudgeon  and  Phantom  were  very  much  in  evidence 
on  the  Dee  on  the  opening  day,  but  most  of  the  clean  fish 
were  to  the  fly  well  sunk.  The  taking  lures  were  the  t 
Gordon  and  Akroyd  dressed  to  2Jin.  and  3in.  irons.— 
Deesider.  I 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  net  salmon  fishing  on  | 

the  river  Deveron  opened  fairly  well  on  Saturday  last,  1 

considering  the  adverse  nature  of  the  weather.  Quite  a  j 

northerly  storm  prevailed  on  the  coast,  and  it  was  | 

Monday  before  the  stake  nets  were  placed  at  the  various  l 

stations.  On  Tuesday  the  weather  again  broke  out  from  ; 

the  same  direction,  and  showers  of  snow  fell.  The  sea  i 

continues  heavy,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  anything  j 

being  done  at  the  coast  stations  in  the  meantime.  The  > 

water  in  the  river  is  in  splendid  condition  for  the  i 

working  of  the  nets.  On  the  opening  day  clean  fish  were  > 

not  so  numerous  as  was  expected,  which  iu  a  manner  can  ! 

be  accounted  for  by  the  unfavourable  weather  that  ; 

prevailed  during  the  end  of  last  year  and  the  beginning  | 

of  the  present.  Notwithstanding,  the  fishermen  had  I 

some  fine  hauls  of  fifteen  to  over  twenty  fish  from  the  t 

pools  in  Duff  House  district.  There  was  a  large  number 
of  kelts,  but  scarcely  any  mark  of  disease.  The  number 
of  salmon  landed  on  the  first  day  was  close  on  200,  about  ! 
fifty  fish  less  than  that  of  the  same  day  last  season.  The 
heaviest  scaled  a  little  over  201b.,  but  the  average  was 
from  81b.  to  101b.  In  the  beginning  of  this  week  the 
fishing  on  the  river  was  fair,  and  should  the  weather 
become  more  favourable  it  is  expected  to  improve,  as 
there  is  every  appearance  of  fish  on  the  lower  pools. 

The  river  is  rather  out  of  size  for  rod  fishing,  and  it  will 
be  some  time  before  anglers  will  try  the  fishing  ;  the 
frost  is  very  keen  also  in  the  meantime. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — Referring  to  my  last 
from  this  river,  in  which  1  endeavoured  to  account 
for  the  lack  of  sport  on  this  river  during  Januarj'  i 
and  the  early  days  of  February,  by  the  fact  that 
three  years  ago  the  date  of  opening  had  been 
altered  from  Feb.  11  to  Jan.  11.  No  doubt  other 
causes  may  have  in  a  measure  had  to  do  with 
the  want  of  sport,  but  my  main  conclusion  has  been 
strangely  verified  by  the  success  which  attended  the 
only  two  anglers  out  on  Monday  week.  Some  people 
put  the  dearth  of  sport  down  to  the  fact  that  at  present 
there  are  improvements  made  at  the  harbour  here,  a 
breakwater  of  concrete  being  presently  constructed  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  for  the  protection  of  the 
harbour  during  westerly  gales.  This  was  simply  absurd, 
as  in  no  way,  either  at  high  or  low  water,  is  the  passage 
for  fish  going  up  stream  interfered  with,  nor  will  be 
interfered  with  by  the  new  works  in  any  way.  The  fact 
is,  the  regular  run  of  spring  salmon  is  only  now  on,  at 
the  usual  period,  and  no  surprise  may  be  felt  at  the 
want  of  success  hitherto.  The  following  is  a  brief  note 
of  the  week’s  angling.  Tuesday  was  an  e.xcellent  day, 
but  all  anglers  were  blank.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Rat- 
clift’e,  on  No.  C  (Kildonan)  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  241b. 

This  fish  was  some  time  on  the  river,  the  other  anglers 
blank.  Thursday  was  a  blank  day.  Friday  was  nearly 
so,  only  one  small  salmon  of  Gib.  being  got  on  No.  4,  by 
Mr.  Geo.  Ross.  Saturday  was  blank.  Two  anglers 
onlj’  were  out  on  Monday — Mr.  Rateliffe  on  No.  2  got 
one  salmon  of  91b. ;  while  Mr.  Geo.  Ross,  on  No.  1,  landed 
four,  one  111b.,  two  of  91b.,  and  one  of  81b.  Three 
anglers  went  out  on  Tuesday,  but  it  turned  out  very  wet 
and  stormy  at  midday. — S.  0. 

Later. — The  success  noticeable  in  salmon  angling  on 
thi8_  river  at  the  end  of  last  week  has  not  kept  up.  nor 
did  it  in  the  least  alter  my  opinion  that  the  opening  of 
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the  river  so  early  as  Jan.  11  is  a  mistake.  That  new 
fish  in  fair  numbers  are  now  in  the  river,  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  doubt,  but  the  regular  spring  run  of  salmon  on 
this  river  is  not  yet  by  any  means  at  its  best,  nor 
will  it  be  for  some  little  time  yet.  Under  certain 
atmospheric  and  weather  conditions  the  salmon  now  in 
the  river  take  the  fly,  but  the  still  very  low  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  water  is  greatly  against  their  doing  so, 
Salmon  and  other  fish  under  such  conditions  are, 
as  is  well  known,  in  a  semi-torpid  state,  which  pre¬ 
vents  them  from  moving  in  the  manner  the.v  do  when  the 
the  temperature  of  the  w  ater  is  normal.  The  weather 
here  continues  very  cold  and  stormy,  and  during  the 
last  few  days  a  good  deal  of  snow  has  fallen,  and,  natar- 
ally,  frost  prevails.  The  week’s  record,  which  is  far 
from  a  heavy  one,  is  as  follows:  On  Tuesday,  the  7th, 
Mr.  Radcliffe,  on  Xo.  1,  got  a  salmon  of  !llb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Ross,  on  Kildonan,  one  of  Dlb,  also.  On  Wednesday 
.Mr.  KadcliS'e,  on  Kildonan,  got  a  salmon  of  71b.  on  the 
Fall  pool.  On  Thursday  Mr.  Radcliffe  had  a  salmon  o 
Sib.  on  Xo.  5,  and  Mr.  Richard  Rutherford,  on  Xo.  2, 
one  of  91b.  On  Friday,  which  was  a  very  stormy  day, 
Mr.  Richard  Rutherford  got  two  salmon  of  111b.  and 
91b.  on  Cain  pool.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Boss  had  a 
salmon  of  IClb.  on  Xo.  2.  On  Monday  all  the  anglers 
were  quite  blank.  To  -  day  (Tuesday)  is  a  very 
stormy  day,  with  wind,  snow,  and  sleet,  and  we  are 
threatened  mth  a  snowstorm.  I  have  had  no  news  up 
to  the  hour  of  closing  my  report. — S.  C. 

Kenmore  Hotel. — On  River  Byon,  Mr.  Philip  Geen. 
the  10th,  salmon,  2.51b. :  14th,  two  salmon,  171b.,  1.51b. : 
Itltb,  one,  161b.  Dunnevis,  keeper,  Dewar,  1.5th,  salmon, 
261b. — Knight. 

Killiu  Hotel  (Loch  Tay,  Perthshire). — The  fol¬ 
lowing  list  of  salmon  have  been  caught  from  the  8th 
inst.,  viz.,  on  the  9th,  Mr.  Ritchie,  261b.  ;  Mr.  Biyley, 
231b.  and  151b  ;  Mr.  Bayley.  one  191b.  ;  Mr.  Clephan.  one 
201b.  ;  Mr.  Midwood,  two,  flllb.  and  181b.  ;  Dr.  Lawton, 
one  161b.  ;  on  the  10th,  Mr.  Ritchie,  three,  321b.,  191b., 
and  171b. :  Mr.  Bayley,  one  271b. ;  Dr.  Lawton,  one  20lb.  ; 
Mr.  Midwood,  one  231b.  ;  on  the  11th  Mr.  Bayley,  one 
191b. :  Mr.  Clephan,  one  201b. ;  Mr.  Midwood,  one  lOlb.  ; 
Mr.  Ferguson,  two  ,  151b.  and  1.51b.  ;  on  the  13th,  Mrs. 
Bayley,  one,  211b.;  Mr.  Rea,  one,  181b.;  on  the  14th,  Mrs, 
Bayley,  one,  2tlb.  :  Mr.  Clephon,  two,  201b.,  171b.  ; 
Mr.  Bayley,  one,  201b  ;  on  the  15th,  Mrs.  Bayley,  two, 
241b.  and  181b.  :  Mr.  East,  one  1.51b. ;  Mr.  Clephan,  22'.b.; 
Mr.  Bayley,  one  191b.  ;  Mr.  Rae,  two,  221b.  and  191b. 
The  loch  has  been  very  high  and  stormy,  but  the  fishing 
has  been  very  good,  and  all  the  salmon  in  fine  condition. 
— H.  J.  M.aiSEY. 

LocKleven. — The  exceptional  severity  of  the  past 
winter,  which  bound  the  loch  with  its  iron  grip  for 
fully  a  month,  will  no  doubt  have  a  beneficial  effect  on 
the  coming  angling  season  here.  The  season,  though 
now  open,  has  been  too  cold  and  stormy  to  induce 
anglers  to  attempt  the  coveted  distinction  of  effecting 
the  first  kill  of  the  season,  but,  with  a  milder  atmosphere 
and  a  higher  water  temperature  than  we  are  at  present 
experiencing,  something  may  be  done  with  the  rod 
before  the  end  of  the  present  month.  Anglers,  no 
doubt  be  gratified  to  learn  that  the  spawning  se.ason  was 
'  an  unusually  favourable  one.  The  streams  from  their 
fine  gravel  beds  and  pure  running  water  are  eminently 
adapted  for  spawning  purposes,  and,  during  the  course 
of  the  past  spawning  season,  the  redds  were  undisturbed 
by  heavy  flooding.  More  spawning  fish  than  usual  were 
observed,  while  a  larger  percentags  of  heavy  fish  were 
seen  in  the  streams  than  on  any  previous  season  during 
the  past  twelve  years.  Over  250,000  fine  healthy  fry 
have  been  hatched  in  the  Lochleven  Hatchery,  only  a 
nominal  percentage  of  the  ova  being  unfertile.  Xearly 
as  many  competitions  as  took  place  on  the  loc  h  last 
season  have  already  entered,  and,  with  favoivable 
weather,  the  season  will,  in  all  probability,  be  a  more 
busy  and  successful  one  than  previously. — Robert  B. 
Laing. 

Loch  Tay. — Up  to  the  end  of  the  week  the  river  was 
in  ply  and  the  weather  all  that  could  be  wished,  but 
-  since  then  the  water  has  been  more  or  less  in  flood,  and 
the  weather  generally  against  sport.  The  following 
takes  have  been  made  since  our  last :  On  Keiitnare  Hotel 
iiiid  Eeaerre  water :  Mr.  Rea,  one  of  181b.  ;  General 
Ralston,  ditto,  of  201b. :  Mr.  James  Ford,  three  newly 
run  fish  of  2Mb.,  191b.,  and  181b. — Lochni/  Hotel  water  : 
Mr.  Galloway,  Ayr,  two  of  211b.  and  251b.,  and  on  Hotel 
water  of  Lyon,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  a  new  run  fish  of  251b. — 
Killin  Hotel  and  Reserve  water  :  Mr.  Aitken,  Letterellen, 
three  fine  fish  of  211b.,  221b.,  and  231b.  :  Mr.  Bayley, 
three  of  191b.,  171b.,  and  20ib  .  and  Mrs.  Bayley.  fish  of 
201b.,  201b.,  211b.,  and  191b.  :  Mr.  Clephane,  two  of  201b. 
and  one  of  241b.  ;  Mr.  Ritchie  Dickson,  several  very 
fine  fish  weighing  171b.,  181b.,  191b.,  201b.,  261b.,  and 
321b.  :  Mr.  Norris  Med  wood,  two  of  101b.  and  ISlb.,  and 
three  splendid  fish  of  231b.,  231b.,  and  241b.  ;  and  Mrs. 
Medwood,  a  fine  fish  of  241b. ;  Dr.  Lawton,  two  of  161b. 
and  191b.  and  two  of  201b.  each. — Iasgaib. 

Oykel— Langwell  'Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
The  first  salmon  of  the  season,  so  far  as  known,  was 
caught  on  Rock  Pool  last  Saturday,  and  weighed  91b. 
Keen  frost  set  in  the  same  evening,  and  by  Monday 
.  this  week  the  river  was  frozen  over ;  but  on  Tuesday 
there  was  a  thaw,  accompanied  by  rain,  which  developed 
into  sleet  and  eventually  to  snow. — McB. 

Shiu  (Inveran,  N.B.l.  —  The  prospects  for  the 
eoming  season  are  good,  and  angling  operations  are  to 
be  started  forthwith. — McB. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  Annan,  the  Nith,  the 
Kircudbrightshire  Urr,  the  Milk,  and  other  South  of 
Scotland  rivers  will  open  for  the  season  on  Saturday 
next.  The  riparian  proprietors  of  the  Annan  held  their 
annual  meeting  the  other  dav.  The  regulations  I  hear 
are  much  on  the  same  lines  as  last  year,  with  a  slight 


extension  of  the  season  for  worm  fishing.  The  Ayrshire 
water.s  have  been  singularly  free  of  spates  during  the 
late  spawning  season,  and  heavy  fish  had  some  difficulty 
in  reaching  the  higher  spawning  beds.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Glengarnock  Anglers  it  was  reported 
that  last  year  the  club  had  turned  in  500  yearling 
trout  and  10,000  spawn  into  the  Garnock,  and 
they  propose  to  make  a  similar  addition  to  the 
stock  in  the  river  this  season.  Prom  what  I  personally 
know  of  the  Kilbirnie  and  Dairy  anglers  they  are  go- 
ahead  fellows.  They  mean  to  improve  their  little 
streams,  and  the  above  in  the  right  way  to  go  about  it. 
The  salmon  fishings  on  the  English  side  of  the  Solway 
opened  on  Saturday  morning,  the  11th  inst.  An  immense 
rainfall  occurred  in  Dumfriesshire  on  Mond.ty  night  and 
also  on  Tuesday.  All  the  rivers  were  placed  in  unprece¬ 
dented  flood.  Great  damage  must  have  heen  done  to 
the  salmon  beds  ;  indeed,  in  the  Annan  large  numbers  of 
salmon  were  carried  down  to  the  Solway  with  the  heavy 
weight  of  the  flood.  A  well-known  gentleman  writes  me 
that  on  Monday  he  saw- many  hundreds  of  salmon  spawn¬ 
ing  on  a  favourite  stream.  He  caused  his  keeper  to 
take  out  and  bury  several  dead  salmon  which  had  died 
on  the  spawning  bed.  All  the  fish  weighed  over  201b. 
each  with  the  exception  of  one  little  spring  fish  of  some 
71b.  Over  a  score  of  fish  were  spawning  in  a  mill  dam, 
an  instance  of  the  kind  never  having  been  seen  before  by 
the  oldest  fisherman  of  the  district.  While  I  send  off 
my  report  the  rivers  are  still  rising,  and  low  lying  holms 
are  all  under  water. — Heathebbell. 

Thurso  (Halkirk),  N.B  . — The  spate  which  I  re¬ 
ported  on  the  23th  ult.  brought  up  a  good  many  fish, 
and  fresh  run  salmon  have  been  seen  or  caught  in  all 
the  beats.  On  the  7th  one  rod  had  three  beautiful  fish 
on  Xo.  4  beat,  91b.,  91b.,  and  101b.  No.  3  gave  two  fish 
on  the  13th.  The  other  beats  that  have  yielded  sport, 
are  Nos.  6  and  2.  A  fresh  run  fish  was  hooked  and  lost 
on  No.  8  heat.  None  of  the  fish  oanspht  exceeded  101b., 
which  goes  to  “corroborate  my  report  of  Jan.  23.  The 
scarcity  of  heavy,  winter  run  fish  last  year,  and  so  far 
this  year,  is  most  remarkable.  In  former  ymars  those 
fish  were,  as  a  rule,  more  in  evidence  in  the  early  spring 
than  the  newly  run  springers.  What  the  cause  is  re¬ 
mains  a  mystery.  Whether  it  augurs  well  or  ill  for  the 
future  of  the  fishery,  time  alone  can  tell.  There  are 
three  anglers  at  Brawl  Castle,  and  as  soon  as  the  weather 
settles,  the  full  compliment  of  six  will  occupy  the  beats. 

Trossaclx’s  Hotel. — Monday  13th. — Mr.  McNaugh- 
ton  killed  one  salmon,  16.)lb.  ;  Mr.  Me  Farlane,  killed 
one  salmon,  81b.  ;  all  clean  run  fish ;  both  on  Loch 
Vennaehar.  Wednesday  15th. — Mr.  D.  Robert.son,  one 
salmon,  17jlb.  on  Loch  Achray.  The  first  salmon  this 
season,  newly  run,  and  in  beautiful  condition.  Every 
prospect  of  successful  fishing  ;  waters  in  first-clas.s 
order.  Mr.  McFarlane,  one  salmon,  181b.,  on  Loch 
Vennaehar. 

Irish  Reports. 

Bundrowes  River.  The  weather  of  the  past  week 
was  terribly  stormy  and  wet,  and,  in  consequence,  the 
river  was  bank  high,  and  very  little  fishing  could  be 
done  except  for  a  short  time  on  Monday  and  Thursday. 
Mr.  T.  Feeley,  on  Monday,  fishing  the  upper  waters, 
landed  a  very  nice  clean-run  fish  of  lOJlb.,  and  Mr.  E. 
Gilbride,  on  Thursday,  on  the  lower  waters,  had  one  of 
101b.  Several  salmon  were  seen  jumping  in  the  upper 
waters.  The  anglers  who  intended  fishing  Lough 
Melvin  last  week  were  stormstead  all  the  week,  for  no 
ordinary  fishing-boat  could  live  on  it.  At  time  of 
writing  weather  still  continues  stormy. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Lougli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  has  been  poor  in  oansequence  of  continued  wild 
and  wet  weather.  On  Feb.  8  J.  B.  Sullivan  caught  a 
salmon  13ib.  I’eb.  11,  Mick  Brennan,  two  salmon,  111b. 
and  91b.,  the  former  taken  with  the  fly  ;  Dan  Leary,  one 
1 1  Jib.,  with  fly  ;  J.  B.  Sullivan,  one  111b.  The  brown 
trout  fishing  was  very  poor  during  the  week. — Thos.  J. 
Dennehy. 

Shannou  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — 

Disreputable  weather !  simply  disreputable  !  Since 
this  day  week  it  has  been  pouring  rain  without  one 
hour’s  cessation.  Last  night  a  terrific  storm.  Floods 
increasing.  Spring-salmon  fishing  utterly  ruined  for 
weeks  to  come.  No  doubt  the  floods  will  cause  an 
immense  quantity  of  spring  salmon  to  ascend,  and  they 
will  also  favour  the  passage  of  the  spawned  fish  sea¬ 
wards,  two  things  to  be  thankful  for.  Weather  finer 
to-day  (Wednesday).  Sunshine  everywhere.  Rays  of 
golden  glory  falling  down  from  behind  the  dark  clouds, 
falling  down  on  the  be.autiful  river,  the  hills,  the  woods  ! 
Everywhere  under  the  sun  the  chaste  snowdrop,  the 
various-tinted  crocuses,  the  dainty  blooms  of  the  go.-se  — 
dainty  and  delicate  and  sweet,  because,  like  the  others, 
it  is  wild,  greet  us  as  we  go  forth  to  listen  to  a  concert 
of  our  feathered  friends  in  a  favourite  glen,  which  is 
already  aglow  with  hundreds  of  delicious  rhododendrons. 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Suir  and  Tributaries  (Clonmel). — The  river  is 
flooded  again  this  week,  and  thick,  heavy  water  over¬ 
flowing  the  banks  in  places,  so  that  very  little  can  be 
done  by  the  rods,  except  on  the  extreme  upper  waters. 
At  Ballycarron,  on  Tuesday,  Col.  Charles  Butler  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  landing  a  splendid  salmon  of  221b.  on  the 
Devon  Minnow.  Mr.  James  B.  Deacon  got  two  at 
Rathogaly,  201b.  and  111b.  ;  he  also  landed  and  returned 
sixteen  kelts  in  one  day.  Jerry  Gearon  got  another  fish 
191b.  on  Lord  Donoughmore’s  waters  ;  Mr.  Reginald  de 
Burghs  Wise  got  a  fine  one  on  the  Coole  Abbey  waters, 
and  several  professionals  were  also  successful.  The  nets 
are  taking  some  heavy  fish  up  to  301b.  Trout  fislimg 
slack  on  account  of  floods,  but  the  few  taken  are  in 
excellent  condition. — Richard  Bradford. 


THE  SPEY  FISHING  RIGHTS  CASE. 

This  action  was  decided  in  the  Edinburgh  Court  of 
Session,  on  Thursday,  by  Lord  Kyllachy,  Mrs.  Grant, 
of  Arndilly.  Banffsliire,  asked  the  Court  to  inderdict 
John  Henry,  an  exciseman,  from  trout  fishing  in  the 
River  Spey,  on  her  ground.  The  defence  was  that  the 
Spey,  being  navigable,  people  could  fish  for  trout  in  it. 
Lord  Kyllachy  decided  that  the  river,  though  navigable, 
was  the  property  of  the  parties  through  whose  lands  it 
flowed,  and  granted  an  interdict. 


Sea  Fishing  at  Waterville,  1892.— The  sea  fishing 
at  Waterville  daring  1892  was,  on  the  whole,  dis¬ 
appointing.  Handliners  began  fishing  in  the  middle  of 
March,  and  did  very  well  among  whiting  from  that  time 
until  the  end  of  June.  Several  boats  were  employed 
during  the  month  of  May  at  gurnet  and  bream  fishing, 
and  some  extraordinary  takes  were  recorded.  In  July, 
whiting  were  again  taken  in  large  numbers,  though  the 
fish  were  rather  inferior  in  size.  In  this  month  the 
gurnet  and  bream  fishing  declined,  but  haddocks  and 
cod  were  taken  in  average  numbers.  In  August,  angler.s 
after  gurnet  and  bream  met  with  fair  success,  the 
principal  scene  of  their  operations  being  off  ”  Bird’s 
rock,’’  and  in  a  line  between  Innyferry  and  Hoghead. 
As  many  as  six  hundred  gurnet  and  bream  was  had  one 
day  here  by  four  anglers.  In  September  and  October 
handlining  afforded  but  little  sport,  and  it  appeared,  as 
if  the  fish  had  left  the  locality.  In  November,  however, 
matters  improved,  and  sport  was  generally  good.  Very 
little  handlining  was  practised  during  December,  the 
weather  being  wild  and  stormy  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time.  The  pollack  fishing  which  used  to  be  good 
here  in  favourable  weather  fell  away,  and,  except  for 
a  few  weeks  in  June,  very  little  was  done  in  this  line. 
The  weather,  however,  had  much  to  do  with  this,  for 
it  used  to  be  either  too  rough  or  too  bright  on  most 
days.  Nets  of  different  kinds  were  used  during  the 
year,  but  the  records  show  a  great  falling  off  when 
compared  with  those  of  past  seasons.  Trammels  did 
fairly  well  among  pollack  at  Balk’s  bar  and  Rinneen 
loop.  At  Bolus  head  the  pollack  fishing  declined  and 
was  abandoned  early  in  the  year.  Bass  angling  was 
practically  nil  during  the  year,  but  rock-fishers  did 
very  well  among  wrasse  at  Reeneraugh  point  and 
Carrigasheen  rock.  The  spring  mackerel  fishing  proved 
a  failure,  and  though  several  seine  boats  were  inquest 
of  the  fish,  no  takes  worth  recording  were  reported. 
On  fhe  other  hand,  the  autumn  mackerel  fishing  was  a 
decided  success,  and  well  ui)  to  the  average  of  the  past 
ten  years.  Thirty  boats  were  employed,  and  all  did  well. 
The  fisherman  sold  several  pounds’  worth  of  the  fish,  be¬ 
sides  keeping  a  supply  for  home  consumption.  The  prices 
obtained  were  far  from  w'hat  they  were  in  1899  or  1891, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  American  or  English 
buyers.  Trawling  was  fairly  successful  during  the 
summer.  Large  takes  of  turbot,  soles,  plaice,  &c.,  were, 
as  a  rule,  had  by  the  Dingle  trawling  fleets  whenever 
they  visited  the  bay.  There  are  no  large  trawling  boats 
at  Waterville,  and  whatever  is  done  in  trawling,  is  done 
by  small  open  boats,  which  can  only  drag  a  small  trawl. 
These  have  one  advantage,  however,  viz.,  that  they  can 
keep  and  work  close  inshore  where  the  fish  often  lie.  Lob¬ 
ster  fishers,  as  a  rule,  had  a  good  year,  though  the  prices 
obtained  for  the  fish  were  not  as  good  as  usual.  Tne 
principal  points  on  the  bay  where  lobsters  are  taken, 
are  Balk's  Bar,  Rinneen  Cove,  Oarrigasheen  Rock,  and 
Ballinskelligs  Island.  At  the  first  mentioned  place,  the 
takes  were  better  than  in  1891 ;  at  Rinnean  Cove  they 
were  not  so  good,  while  at  the  other  places  refei’red  to, 
the  season  was  an  average  one.  The  hen-ing  fishing  was 
not  as  good  as  usual.  At  Ballinskelligs,  however,  large 
numbers  were  taken  in  October,  November,  and  Decem¬ 
ber,  but  comparatively  little  was  done  on  other  points 
of  the  bay.  Spillering  was  only  partially  successful 
whenever  tried  during  the  year.  This  method  of  taking 
fish  is  gradually  getting  into  disuse  here,  and  probably 
will  shortly  be  finally  abandoned.  Much  time  is  wasted 
in  baiting  this  instrument  of  fishing,  and  perhaps  the 
bait  would  not  be  procurable  just  at  the  time  when  one 
would  want  to  lay  the  spiller.  Those  are  the  reasons 
for  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  spillers  at  Water¬ 
ville,  where,  not  many  years  ago,  spillering  was  a 
favourite  mode  of  taking  fish. — Thos.  J.  De.vnehy. 


Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— For  Coughs. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Anisee<l— Coufrhs  and  Asthma. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed  -  Coughs  and  Lung  Troubles. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Cnuglis.  Safe  and  Ileliablc. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  I.S-J4. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Refuse  Imitations. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Influenza. 

Potvell's  Balsam  of  .Vuisced — Coughs  Relieved  Instantly. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  Remedy. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Lion.  Net,  and  Mouse. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Is.  IJd.,  '-’s.  .Id. 

Jlottoiray  a  uintment  awl  I'ills. — Indisputable  Reinedie.-'. — In  the 
use  of  these  medicaments  there  need  be  no  hesitation  or  doubt  of 
their  cooling,  healing,  and  purifying  properties.  The  Ointment 
stands  unrivalled  for  the  facility  it  displays  in  relieving,  healing, 
i  ind  thoroughly  curing  the  most  inveterate  sores  and  ulcers,  and 
,u  cases  of  bad  legs  and  had  breasts  they  act  as  a  charm.  The 
Pills  are  the  most  effectual  remedy  ever  discovered  for  the  cure 
of  liver  complaints,  diseases  most  disastrous  in  their  effects, 
deranging  all  the  proper  functions  of  the  organ.s  affected, 
inducing  restlessness,  melancholy!  weariness,  inability  to  sleep, 
and  pain  in  the  side,  until  the  whole  system  is  exhau.sted.  These 
wonderful  Pills,  if  taken  aceorduig  to  the  printed  directions 
accompanying  each  box,  strike  'at  the  root  of  the  maladyt 
stimulate  the  stomach  and  liver  into  a  healthy  action,  and  effec. 
a  complete  cure. 
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ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

VERT  zncx3er»te  charires,  facing  the  eea  and  Ley,  thv 
latter  containing  nearly  400  acree  of  well-stocked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd.  and  eels,  of  great  else. 
Efficient  b<Mitmen  and  boats ;  all  bait  found.  Also  ees 
boats  and  good  sea  fishing.  Magnificent  scenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting 
Resident  Doctor  In  the  village. 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprietor. 

ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  in  the  3S0  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserred.  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 


TROUT  FISHING 

In  the  Water  Connected  with  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

DunvERTON  Station, 
COMMENCES  FEBRUARY  15th. 
Several  miles  reserved  to  visitors. 
Rivers  near  the  hotel.  Five  hours  from 
London. 

IMPERIAL  HOTEL, 

.A.BK:RDEIG2sr. 


Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &0. 

“Pike,  perch,  roach,  <&c.,  are  numerooi.''— 
Angler't  Diary. 


Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  statlont. 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station 

Excellent  Trout  and  Grayling  Pishing, 

Free  to  Vibitobs  stating  at  the 

SWAN  HOTEL  &  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

TENBTJEY  WELLS,  WOROESTERSHIBE. 

Reduced  Tariff  for  Anglers.  Special  terms  to 
families  wishing  to  spend  winter  months.  Three 
meets  weekly  of  Foxhounds  within  reach  of  Hotel. 
HENRY  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


Personally  Patronised  by  the  Royal  Family. 

The  “  IMPERIAL  ”  is  close  to  the  Railway 
Station,  and  within  easy  access  of  the  fishing 
on  the  rivers  DEE  and  DON. 

Salmon  Fishing  may  be  had  on  the  Hotel  Water. 
Gentlemen  are  Boarded  During  the 
_ Season. _ 

A  e:  R  fe:  Hi  r>  Y. 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL. 

SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on  a 
BEAUTIFUL  STRETCH  of  the  TAY, 
and  TROUT  FISHING  on  LOCH-NA- 
CRAIG,  both  with  USE  of  BOAT  FREE. 
Al^XANDER  NICOL,  Lessee. 


SPRING  FISHING. 

FANMURE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

Excellent  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on 

NORTH  ESK,  FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors.  Besides 
the  Hotel  water,  the  splendid  Trouting  Streams 
of  Olenesk,  in  which  Trout  of  good  size  and  quality 
abound,  are  within  easy  distance.  This  is  a  quiet  and 
beautiful  retreat,  and  the  fishing  is  good  all  the  Spring 
and  Summer  months.  Golf  course  beside  Hotel, 
Shooting  over  1500  acres  by  the  day  or  week. 
Keepers  and  do^s  k*  pt.  Particulars  on  anplication. 
KEITH  KNuWLES,  Proprietor. 


PERTHSHIRE. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

Kinlooh.  -  Rannooh. 

RIVER  TUMMKL  ANGLING. 

Hotel  visitors  have  free  fishing  on  Loch  Bannoch, 
famous  for  its  very  large  Trout  and  Salmo  Ffros 
Splendid  Boats  and  experienced  Boatman.  Alsc 
three  miles  of  River  Tummel,  where  first-rate  sport  is 
had.  Posting  in  all  its  departments.  BoaM  by  week  or 
month.  Charges  strictly  moderate. 

GEORGE  GOW  Proprietnr. 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

X^OCH  TAY 

Commenced  on  JANUARY  15tli,  1893. 

For  Boats  apply  to 

K.  J.  MAISEY, 

Proprietor K  ILLIK  HOTEL. 

NEW  GALLOWAY,  N.B,, 

Eenmure  Arms  Hotel. 

TJ OME  Comforts ;  Charming  Health 
Resort ;  Posting  ;  Boating ;  Fishing.  Sal 
mon,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch  abound. 

B.  B.  BANTOOK,  Proprietor. 

CHISHOLM’S  PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

FORT  AUGUSTUS,  N.B. 

FREE  SALMON  FISHING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

(Opening  on  Feb.  11)  to  parties  living  in 
this  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady  Gillies 
kept.  Terms  moderate. 

-Will.  CHISHOLM,  Lessee. 

Fort  Augustus. 
LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL. 

Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel  have  the 
right  of  SALMON  FISHING  FREE  ON 
LOCH  NESS. 

For  particulars,  &c.,  apply  to 

W.  D.  DAVIS,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

EHOSNEIGR,  TY'  CEOES,  ANGLESEY. 
Mild  Bracing  Climate. 

Hotel  adjoins  Lake  and  Sea,  excellent  Trout 
and  Sewin  fishing  in  Lake  and  Eiver; 
Good  Angling  from  boat  or  seashore;  bass, 
pollack,  bream,  conger,  dabs,  &c.  Boats  and 
conveyance  from  Station  included  in  moderate 
Taiiff.  Two  Furnished  Houses  to  Let  tor 
Families.  Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTEELL. 

Free  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 

Oy  the  celebrated  Loughs  Conn  and  Guilin. 

Board  and  Lodgings,  with  boat  and  two 
men,  per  week,  and  two  gentlemen  fishing 
from  the  one  boat.  £3  5s.  each  per  week. — 
Thos.  Clarke  and  Sons,  Fishermen. 

APPLY  TO 

rr.  c:  A  R  K  e:, 

Lough  Conn  Lodge,  Ballina,  County  Mayo, 
Ireland. 


ALTNAHARRA  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Nsver  and 
surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  Trout-fishing  Lochs  in 
Sutherland,  all  of  which  can  be  fished  by  visitors  at 
the  Hotel.  Boats  on  each  of  them. 

ScUmon  Fishing  free  during  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August  and  September. 

Charges  Moderate.  Carriages  and  Horses  kept 
for  Hire. 

wm.  Monro,  Propri^ttr. 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  INVERNESS-SfllRE,  N.B. 
FREE  SALMON  ANGLING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

'  To  Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel.  Hotel 
situated  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  excel- 
^  lent  Salmon  angling  grounds. 

,  Boats  and  Gillies  provided.  Terms  moderate 
Post  Office,  Foyers  Hotel,  Inverness. 

DAVID  DIiDEll,  Lessee. 


MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

First  Class  for  Anglers.  Charges  Moderate. 

Al*o  RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  on  the 
Shores  of  Lough  Conn. 

Splendid  Salmon  and  Trent  Fishing. 
Good  Pike  Fishing  and  Rough  Shooting 
np  to  December. 

E  MURTAGH.  Proprietor. 

LINES  FOR  SEA-FM^ 

MOUNTED  READY  FOR  USE. 

Throw  lines  for  fishing  off  Piers  and  Bocks, 
is.  8d.  J  Is.  9d. :  '2s.  3d. ;  2s.  9d. ;  or  68.  6d. ;  post 
free. 

Bod  lines  complete.  Smelt,  9d.:  Is.;  Is.  3d.; 
MuEet,  Bass,  Pollack,  or  Codling.  Is.  6d. ;  28.  8d, ; 
3b.  ;  3s.  6d. ;  post  free. 

Mackerel  or  Pollack,  for  towing  after  a  boat 
rowing  or  sailing,  Is,  6d.;  2s.  9d. ;  38. ;  48.;  5s.; 
post  tree.  Larger  for  yachts,  6s.  6d. ;  7a.  6d. ;  98. 


HEARDER  &  SON, 

The  Celebrated  Tackle  Makers, 

I»IaYMOXJTH. 

Established  1770.  Highest  Aioards  Everywhere, 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  Price  List  of  Ova,  Fry,  Yearling,  and 
Two-year-old  Fario,  Levenensis,  and  Fontlnalis, 
to  J.  R.  GUY,  Secretary,  Howietoun  Fishery, 
Stirling,  N.B. 


THE  SFOKTaSAH'S  VADE  UECUU. 


Bst.  1818. 

Ten  Prize  MedaJa. 


Gold  Medals, 
Parli,  1878, 
London,  1884. 


HEERINQ’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

FETES  F.  HEEBZHO, 

Purveyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Kusslan  Courts  and  H.R.E.  the  Prluoe  of  Wales 

Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


GOLD 

MEDAL 


Practical  in  Every  Detail. 
Wear  Guaranteed. 


Greatest  Variety  and  Largest 
Stock  in  the  Kingdom. 


Entered  at  St  tu.ners’ Hall. 


SALMON 

F  I  SHIN  G 

Made  in  Three  Gold  Medal  Qualities. 

The  No.  1  Quality  we  recommend  for  HARD  WEAR. 

The  No.  2  Quality  for  MEDIUM  WORK. 

The  No.  3  Quality,  being  very  light  (-weighing  only  about  21b,),  are  intended  for  LIGHT 
SUMMER  WEAR,  and  will  be  found  a  boon  to  the  Angler  who  has  to  walk  some 
distance  to  his  Fishing. 

IDW  SEMD  FOR  MEW  ILLUS7RATED  PRICED  CATALOGUE,  CIVIIIC  FULL  PARTICUURS.  *»I, 

.;L37,  PEN  VICTORIA  ST.T 

And  at  BRISTOL  9  &  10  High  St.  CARDIFF,  8,  Queen  St.  Works,  BOW,  LONDON,  E 
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-  NOTICE. 


Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
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SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  25th,  1893. 


THAMES  FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 


THE  REVISED  DRAFT. 

All  kinds  of  rumours  have  been  flying  about 
concerning  the  alterations  which  the  Conservators 
were  making  in  the  bye-laws,  but  we  deemed  it 
wise  to  publish  nothing  on  the  subject  before  we 
had  the  revised  draft  before  us.  This,  in  the 
exact  form  it  will  be  published,  we  have  now 
received,  and  are  able  to  give  our  readers  a 
careful  analysis  of  its  provisions.  In  many 
respects  the  conservators  have  met  the  wishes  of 
anglers,  more  particularly  in  those  cases  where  it 
was  proposed  to  put  restrictions  on  methods  of 
catching  flsb,  but  as  regards  the  netting  by 
riparian  owners,  we  very  much  regret  to  say  that 
the  new  bye-law  on  the  subject,  while  it  professes 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  public  in  the  matter  of 
licensing  hoop  and  drag  nets  and  the  size  of  their 
meshes,  is  so  ingeniously  altered  in  other  respects 
that,  if  anything,  greater  powers  in  the  way  of 
netting,  &c.,  are  conferred  upon  the  claimants  to 
private  fisheries  than  they  would  have  had  under 
the  first  draft  and  far  more  than  they  have  under 
the  existing  bye-laws.  Anglers  would  have  been 
content  doubtless  if  the  existing  bye-law  on  the 
subject  had  not  been  altered,  but  the  startling 
innovation  now  proposed  can  create  nothing  but 
opposition,  and  the  conservators  are  not  well 
advised  in  this  matter.  It  must  never  be  for¬ 
gotten  in  considering  fishery  bye-laws  for  any 
river  that  those  bye-laws  which  aim  at  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  fish  are  far  more  important  than 
those  which  merely  aim  at  putting  trifling  re¬ 
strictions  on  anglers.  For  instance,  to  stop  the 
wash  of  steam  launches  while  the  spawn  is  on  the 
weeds  would  do  far  greater  good  to  the  fishery 
than  making  anglers  return  fish  under  a  certain 
size,  or  a  bye-law  saying  that  they  shall  only  fish 
with  a  limited  number  of  rods.  As  regards  the 
most  important  bye-laws  the  new  draft  is  un¬ 
satisfactory,  but  as  regards  the  less  important 
points  the  wishes  of  anglers  have  been  fully  met. 

As  the  best  way  of  showing  the  full  effect  of 
the  new  draft  we  will  first  point  out  what  appear 
to  be  improvements  and  then  deal  with  what  may 
be  termed  drawbacks. 


Improvements. 

No.  5,  relating  to  trailing,  still  stands,  but  it 
is  in  the  same  ungrammatical  condition  as  for¬ 
merly,  natural  and  artificial  hooks  being  referred 
to,  the  conservators  apparently  considering  that 
anglers  sometimes  trail  both  rod  and  line  after 
the  boat. 

No.  7  reads  as  follows :  “  No  person  shall  fish 
for  pike  with  any  device  or  tackle  that  does  not 
admit  of  the  pike  taken  therewith  being  returned 
to  the  water  without  serious  injury.”  This  aims 
at  the  unsportsmanlike  practise  of  fishing  with 
gorge  bait.  Neither  this  nor  the  previous  bye¬ 
law  apply  to  persons  claiming  private  fisheries. 

No.  8.  The  limits  of  size  for  landing  net  are 
fixed  at  a  diameter  of  two  feet  with  a  depth  of 
three  feet.  No  longer  do  we  find  the  provision 
that  the  little  net  for  taking  minnows  out  of  the 
well  is  to  have  a  mesh  of  four  inches.  The  mesh 
of  the  cast-net  is  fixed  at  half-an-inch  from  knot 
to  knot,  with  a  six-inch  purse,  and  a  circumference 
of  twenty  feet. 

No.  9.  Only  persons  who  have  used  nets  during 
the  year  1892  between  Isleworth  Church  Ferry 
and  London  Bridge  may  continue  to  use  nets  in 
such  portion  of  the  river.  When  they  die  out 
netting  will  cease  in  that  part  of  the  Thames. 

No.  iO.  Casting  nets  to  be  only  used  by 
assistant  river  keepers,  but  to  our  copy  of  the 
bye-laws  is  appended  a  note  that  the  conservators 
will  be  willing  to  appoint,  from  time  to  time,  as 
assistant  river  keepers,  such  professional  fisher¬ 
men  in  each  district  as  may  be  properly  recom¬ 
mended  to  them.  This  excellent  idea,  which 
emanated  from  the  Henley  Association,  will  lead 
to  an  addition  to  the  river  keepers  of  men  who 
will  be  on  their  good  behaviour  for  the  sake  of 
retaining  the  privilege  of  using  the  cast-net. 

No.  12.  Rod  and  line  may  be  used  below 
London  Bridge.  This  was  evidently  omitted  by 
accident  in  the  first  draft. 

No.  16  allows  the  use  of  the  gaff  to  pike 
fishermen. 

No.  20.  The  close  season  for  trout,  which  was 
altered,  is  brought  back  to  the  old  dates. 

No.  23  enacts  that  no  one  shall  fish  in  the 
coarse  fish  fence  months  except  for  trout  with 
rod  and  line  and  spinning  or  live  bait.  Live 
“  fish  ”  bait  would  be  better,  as  a  magistrate  who 
knew  nothing  of  fishing  terms  might  term  a 
worm  a  live  bait. 

No.  24  allows  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  bleak, 
and  minnows  to  be  used  as  a  bait  for  trout  in  the 
coarse  fish  fence  months.  Roach  might  be 
excluded  with  advantage. 

No.  25.  Night-fishing,  which  was  permitted 
below  Staines  in  the  first  draft,  is  now  limited  to 
fishing/rom  the  hank  below  Staines. 

No.  28.  The  size  of  grayling  is  increased  to 
twelve  inches.  Chub  not  to  be  used  as  live  bait. 
Gudgeon  to  be  returned  under  four  inches,  but 
may  be  taken  of  any  size  for  bait.  Persons  may 
have  in  their  possession  fifty  undersized  fi-h  for 
bait  at  one  time. 

Draw  HACKS, 

No.  16.  We  are  surprised  to  find  that  in  this 
bye-law,  which  in  the  first  draft  was  aimed  against 
nets  being  placed  at  the  mouth  of  any  brook, 
creek,  “  or  backwater,”  the  word  “  backwater  ” 
is  now  cut  out.  Why  should  the  conservators 
desire  to  allow  nets  to  be  placed  at  the  mouths 
of  backwaters  ? 

No.  19.  The  conservators  persist  in  prohibit¬ 
ing  the  laying  of  baskets  for  eels  in  the  upper 
river.  It  is  a  great  hardship  on  professional 
fishermen  that  this  should  not  be  allowed  where 
no  persons  claim  private  fishery  rights.  There 
would  be  less  illicit  night- lining  if  it  were  per¬ 
mitted.  The  riparian  influence  which  pervades 
the  bye-laws  is  strong  in  this  and  in  No.  16. 

No.  25.  We  have  already  suggested  that  roach 
should  not  be  caught  and  used  as  bait  for  trout 
in  the  fence  months.  They  are  not  good  baits 
for  the  purpose,  and  are  not  required. 

No.  28.  Pike  are  to  be  killed  at  18  inches, 
tench  at  8  inches.  A  jack  of  18  inches  weighs 
usually  a  pound  and  a  half,  and  never  more  than 
a  pound  and  three-quarters. 

No.  32  is  very  bad  indeed.  It  is  the  bye-law 
to  which  so  much  objection  was  taken,  which 
prevents  the  conservators  giving  a  licence  to 
persons  to  take  fish  for  scientific  purposes  unless 
such  persons  have  a  right  to  take  such  fish.  This 
is  jjne  of  the  conservators’  alterations  in  the 


existing  bye-laws,  and  was  introduced  by  the  wish 
of  the  Riparian  Owners’  Association.  The  old 
bye-law  stood  for  many  years,  and  ought  not  to 
be  altered. 

No.  33  relates  to  the  netting  and  other  privileges 
conferred  on  persons  claiming  private  fisheries. 
This  new  bye-law,  contrary  to  rumour,  is  even 
worse  than  before.  The  existing  bye-law  provides 
that  persons  claiming  private  fisheries  may  do  cer¬ 
tain  things  that  are  specified — lay  night-lines,  use 
cast-nets,  lay  eel  baskets,  and  use  hoop  and  drag¬ 
nets  of  a  certain  mesh — provided  the  licence  of 
the  conservators  is  first  obtained.  In  the  first 
draft  of  the  proposed  bye-laws  the  necessity  of 
obtaining  this  licence  was  done  away  with,  the 
mesh  of  the  nets  was  made  smaller.  The  outcry 
this  raised  has  led  the  conservators  to  reintro¬ 
duce  the  words  relating  to  obtaining  a  licence 
for  drag  and  hoop-nets,  but  they  now  omit  the 
li.st  of  things  a  person  claiming  a  private  fishery 
may  do,  and  propose  to  enact  that,  except  the 
bye-laws  relating  to  the  fence  months  and  the 
sizes  of  fish,  and  .subject  to  the  licence  for  hoop 
and  drag-nets,  the  persons  who  claim  private 
fisheries  shall  not  be  bound  by  the  bye-laws  at 
all.  To  put  the  matter  shortly,  the  conservators 
propose  to  immensely  increase  the  already  con¬ 
siderable  privileges  of  riparian  owners,  and  to 
put  it  in  their  power  to  absolutely  ruin  the 
fisheries.  On  another  page  is  a  letter  from  Mr. 
C.  H.  Cook,  in  which  the  extraordinary  and  far- 
reaching  effects  of  this  proposed  bye-law  are 
considered.  AVe  also  give,  in  parallel  columns,  the 
existing  bye-law,  the  one  first  proposed,  the  one 
now  proposed,  and  the  section  of  the  Act  relating 
thereto,  so  that  we  need  say  no  more  on  that 
point. 

No.  36  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  tho 
bye-laws,  but  one  which  anglers  would  be  the 
least  likely  to  notice.  It  is  the  definition  of  the 
word  “  Thames,”  and  we  still  find  that,  owing  to 
the  way  the  word  is  defined,  the  great  majority 
of  the  backwaters  would  be  altogether  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  the  bye-laws.  If  this  is 
allowed  to  pass,  all  the  operations  of  the  preser¬ 
vation  associations  may  go  for  naught.  It  is  no 
use  to  preserve  the  main  stream  when  the  back¬ 
waters,  which  are  full  of  fish  in  winter,  are 
netted  ad  lib. 

So  much  for  the  drawbacks.  A  word  on  what 
we  do  not  find  in  the  bye-laws.  (1)  There  are  no 
provisions  relating  to  the  injury  to  the  spawn 
and  brood  of  fish  by  steam  launches.  (2)  There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  netting  of  all  flooded 
lands  and  many  backwaters  by  anybody  so  dis¬ 
posed.  These  two  omissions  are  sufficient  to 
undo  all  the  good  done  by  the  bye-laws  relating 
to  the  sizes  of  fish,  &c. 

In  a  month’s  time  the  bye-laws  will  go  before 
the  Privy  Council.  It  is  open  to  all  persons 
interested  to  send  in  a  written  petition  addressed 
to  the  “  Queen’s  Most  Excellent  Majesty,”  under 
cover  to  the  “  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,”  AVhite- 
hall.  The  petition  must  be  signed,  and  should 
set  forth  the  objections  to  any  of  the  bye-laws, 
and  the  reason  for  such  objections.  There  are  no 
fees  to  be  paid  at  the  office  of  the  Privy  Council, 
nor  need  there  be  counsel  employed. 

[In  view  of  the  necessity  for  joint  action  by  all 
who  are  interested  in  preserving  the  Thames 
fisheries,  we  intend  to  call  a  public  meeting  to  be 
composed  of  delegates  from  all  clubs  and  associa¬ 
tions  interested  in  the  Thames,  and  hope  to 
announce  the  date  and  place  of  meeting  next 
week. — Ei).  F.  G.] 


THE  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS’ 
SOCIETY. 


Anyone  who  is  interested  in  sea  fishing  should 
send  a  postcard  to  F.  G.  Aflalo,  Esq  ,  Hon.  Sec. 
of  the  “  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society,”  5, 
Beverley-road,  Anerley,  London,  S.E.,  for  a  copy 
of  an  interesting  pamphlet  describing  the  recent 
founding  of  the  society,  its  objects,  &c.  There  is 
to  be  a  committee  meeting  of  the  society  early  in 
March,  and  as  the  hon.  sec.  hopes  to  announce  a 
large  list  of  members,  gentlemen  who  think  of 
joining  should  write  to  him  at  once.  AVe  are  glad 
to  hear  that  Captain  Lambton  Young,  author  of 
that  capital  book  “  Sea  Fishing  as  a  Sport,” 
published  with  fine  coloured  plates  in  1872,  has 
joined  the  society. 
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DEviTH  OF  A  FAMOUS  PAINTER 
AND  ANGLER. 


Mr.  JOHX  PETTIE,  R.A. 

We  much  regret  to  have  to  give  an  obituary 
notice  of  a  famous  painter  who  was  also  a  very 
keen  salmon  and  trout  angler.  Mr.  John  Pettie, 
who  has  just  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  was  the 
friend  and  angling  companion  of  several  members 
of  the  Fly-fishers’  Club,  including  lilr.  Wm. 
Black,  Mr.  J.  G.  lilorten,  IMr.  W.  Orchardson, 
R.A.,  &c.,  and  was  on  several  occasions  a  guest  of 
the  club  at  the  annual  dinner.^  The  portrait  we 
give  is  one  we  had  specially  engraved  for  the 
Gazette  The  following  notice  from  the  Daily 
News  is  one  of  the  best  we  have  seen  : — 

“The  art  world  and  the  public  generally  will 
hear  with  regret  that  Mr.  John  Pettie,  R.A.,  died 
yesterday  morning  at  Hastings,  after  an  illness 
which,  for  the  past  few  weeks,  has  caused  much 
anxiety  and  alarm  to  his  friends.  Since  about  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  he  had  suffered  from  a  com¬ 
plaint  in  the  ear,  and,  in  pursuance  of  medical 
advice.  Dr.  Ferrier  was  called  in  for  con¬ 
sultation.  Under  careful  treatment  the  patient 
became  so  far  convalescent  that  on  Thursday 
last  he  was  able  to  be  removed  from  his  house 
in  Fitzjohn’s-avenue,  Hampstead,  to  Hastings, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  his  daugher,  Mrs. 
Hamish  MacCunn ;  but  on  Sunday  his  condition 
became  worse,  paralysis  and  unconsciousness 
ensuing,  and  the  next  day  his  sons  were  sum¬ 
moned,  together  with  Mr.  Victor  Horsley  who 
performed  the  difficult  operation  of  removing 
an  abscess  on  the  brain,  after  which  he  expired. 
Mr.  Pettie  was  fifty-four  years  of  age,  having 


Mr.  John  Pettie,  R.A. 


been  born  in  Edinburgh  in  1839.  He  studied 
under  Sir  Robert  Scott  Lauder  and  Mr.  John 
Ballantyne,  and  before  he  was  twenty  he  exhi¬ 
bited  at  the  Roj  al  Scottish  Academy  ‘  Scenes 
from  the  Fortunes  of  Xigel.’  Shortly  after¬ 
wards,  just  as  he  came  of  age,  ‘The  Armourers,’ 
was  ■  hung  on  the  line  at  Burlington  House, 
and  encouraged  by  this  success  he  came  to 
London,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1866 
he  was  elected  an  A.R.A.,  succeeding  to  full 
honours  in  1873  to  fill  the  vacancy  left  by  the 
death  of  Sir  Edwin  Landseer ;  his  diploma 
work  being  ‘Jacobites,  1746.’  The  subjects 
by  which  he  has  since  established  his  fame  have 
covered  a  wide  range,  some  of  his  best  com¬ 
positions  being  inspired  by  Shakespeare  and 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  while  there  have  been  also 
simple  studies  of  character,  tragedies  from 
the  pages  of  history,  and  occasionally  some 
light  pieces  of  yenre  for  those  who  did  not  care 
to  take  their  art  too  seriously.  In  portrait 
painting  Mr.  Pettie  found  in  recent  years  an 
agreeable  change  and  relaxation  from  the  more 
arduous  work  of  dramatic  or  historic  composi¬ 
tion,  though  at  any  moment  different  specimens 
of  his  talent  might  be  seen  in  his  studio.  He 
loved  to  have  for  a  sitter  one  whom  he 
counted  amongst  his  friends,  whose  features, 
manner  of  speech,  and  thoughts  were  familiar 
to  him,  and  then  his  picture  of  the  man 
became  a  strong  delineation,  bold  in  execution, 
and  with  a  liberal  supply  of  colour.  As 
for  the  subject  pictures,  his  skill  in  repre¬ 
senting  the  textures  of  costumes  and  gleaming 
armour,  and  his  careful  study  of  appropriate 
accessories,  brought  him  a  popularity  which  few 


Royal  Academicians  have  surpassed ;  and  if 
sometimes  in  recent  works  inequalities  of  tech¬ 
nique  have  been  discovered,  it  is  only  because  his 
best  things  have  been  so  good.  We  might  name 
many  from  the  long  list  of  exhibited  paintings, 
but  a  few  will  suffice  to  recall  memorable  suc¬ 
cesses  :  ‘  What  d’ye  lack.  Madam  ?  ’  shown  in 
1861,  ‘Treason.’  ‘  The  Death  Warrant,’  ‘The  Flag 
of  Truce,’  ‘  Hunted  Down,’  ‘  The  Disgrace  of 
Cardinal  Wolsey,’  ‘Terms  to  the  Besieged,’  ‘A 
Sword  and  Dagger  Fight,’  ‘  The  Traitor,’  ‘  Sanc¬ 
tuary,’  ‘  Touchstone  and  Audrey,’  ‘  A  State 
Secret,’  ‘  The  Duke  of  Monmouth’s  Interview 
with  James  II.,’  ‘  Juliet  and  Friar  Lawrence.’ 
Two  of  his  recent  pictures  will  be  sent  to  the 
Chicago  Exhibition,  one  of  them  being  ‘  Bonnie 
Prince  Charlie,’  shown  at  the  last  Royal  Academy. 
Amongst  his  last  portrait  commissions  were  those 
of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  the 
Mayor  of  Leicester,  and  the  latter  was  just  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  time  of  the  artist’s  death.’’ 


^cofcl)  ■gCofes. 

By  Mac. 


OcR  Tay  correspondent  writes: — “Angling  on 
Loch  Tay  is  being  attended  with  a  considerable 
measure  of  success.  Seemingly  there  is  a 
capital  stock  of  fish,  and  most  likely  by  the 
heavy  waters  which  have  been  running  of  late, 
more  have  been  drawn  forward  out  of  the  river. 
The  ascent  of  the  Docbart  has  not  yet  com¬ 
menced,  but  below  the  other  end  of  the  loch,  fi.'.h 
in  good  numbers,  to  judge  from  the  sport  lately 
obtained,  have  run  up  the  River  Lyon.  The  Tay 
has  not  been  in  good  fishing  trim  for  some  days, 
and  as  I  write  to-night  (Monday)  it  is  coming  out 
bigger.  Owing  to  this  and  the  netting,  which  is 
now  in  full  swing,  few  fish  have  been  got  by 
the  rod.  The  largest  that  I  have  heard  of  for  the 
week  was  got  an  Stanley,  and  weighed  301bs. 
Mr.  Muirhead  fishing  the  open  water  near  Perth, 
and  using  fine  tackle  and  a  light  trout  rod,  landed, 
after  an  exciting  run,  a  beauty  of  a  springer 
weighing  lOlbs.  The  nets  have  done  great  exe¬ 
cution  ;  from  the  Stanley  district  alone  several 
tons  of  fish  have  been  sent  away  during  the  week, 
and  this,  notwithstanding  the  river  has  been  too 
high  even  for  net  fishing  in  some  of  the  stretches. 
On  Sunday,  Mr.  Robert  Banks,  senior  partner  of 
Banks  &  Sons,  rope  spinners,  who  lease  Lord 
Stormont’s  net  fishings  from  Stanley  downward, 
died  very  suddenly.  Mr.  Banks,  whose  decease 
is  much  regretted,  was  very  popular  about  Perth. 


Recently  Mr.  Macfarlane,  M.P.  for  Argyllshire, 
who  is  in  thorough  earnest  about  having  fishery 
matters  better  looked  into,  asked  the  Secretary 
for  Scotlind  if  the  Government  would  appoint  a 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  effects  of  the 
extensive  concession  of  exclusive  rights  of  fishing 
for  salmon  and  trout  to  landed  proprietors  around 
the  coasts  of  Scotland,  and  whether  such  Com¬ 
mission,  if  appointed,  would  also  inquire  into  the 
question  of  foreshore  rights  over  the  same  area. 
Sir  George  Trevelyan  replied  that  while  agreeing 
with  the  hon.  member,  that  inquiry  is  desirable 
into  the  fishing  rights  around  the  coast  of  Scot¬ 
land,  on  which  so  strong  a  feeling  is  entertained 
by  the  fishing  population,  the  Government  is  not 
prepared  to  appoint  a  Commission  on  the  subject 
at  present. 

By  the  Scotch  Secretary  the  statement  has 
been  made  that  the  many  anomalies  of  the  Tweed 
Acts  will  receive  the  earliest  attention  which  the 
Government  can  give  them,  and  there  is  no 
reason  whatever,  in  the  view  of  the  Government, 
why  the  Tweed  laws  should  be  at  all  different 
from  the  general  law  on  the  subject. 


Up  to  date  the  results  of  the  net  salmon  fishing 
this  year  have  not  all  round  been  nearly  so  grati¬ 
fying  to  the  proprietors  and  lessees  of  the  Scotch 
fishings  as  they  were  last  year  during  the  first 
fortnight  of  the  season. 


At  a  recently-held  meeting  of  the  proprietors 
of  salmon  fisheries  of  the  Alness  river,  Ross-shire 
I  and  district,  a  District  Board  as  previously 
contemplated  was  appointed.  Last  week  at 


Dingwall,  the  board  held  its  first  meeting,  when 
Mr.  W.  J.  Duncan,  solicitor,  Dingwall,  was 
appointed  clerk,  and  Mr.  David  Cramb,  Balna- 
craig,  Alness,  principal  bailiff  for  the  district. 

The  salmon  fishing  on  the  Rivers  North  and 
South  Esks  opened  on  Thursdaj',  the  l6th  inst., 
when  the  accumulations  of  fish  held  back  by  the 
monstrous  dykes  got  a  fine  clear  out.  On 
account  of  the  heavy  rain  two  days  before,  both 
rivers  were  in  spate,  yet,  notwithstanding,  the 
opening  must  surely  have  pleased  the  tacksman 
of  the  North  Esk,  who  before  six  o’clock  at  night 
had  got  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hundred 
fish.  Only  two  trout  were  caught,  which  may 
be  accounted  for  by  the  state  the  river  was  in. 
No  diseased  fish  were  seen  and  kelts  were  few, 
but  baggits  to  the  number  of  thirty  or  forty  were 
landed.  Large  salmon  were  scarce,  the  best 
weights  only  reaching  241b.  The  South  E-k 
did  not  do  well. 


The  loch  fishing  for  salmon  during  the  week 
has  by  comparison  done  better  than  the  river 
fishing.  All  the  early  spring  angling  lochs  have 
yielded  fish — Loch  Tay,  Loch  Ness,  Loch  Oich, 
Loch  Navar,  Loch  Vennachar,  Loch  Lubnaig. 
Their  reputation  heretofore  considered.  Lochs 
Lubnaig  and  Vennachar  must  be  said  to  have 
fished  extremely  well.  .  This  shows  that  a  fine  head 
of  fish  must  have  run  out  of  Ihe  Forth  up  the  Teith 
early  in  the  year,  a  good  while  before  the  nets 
went  on.  To  infer  from  the  weight  it  would  seem 
that  they  nearly  all,  like  the  fish  of  Loch  Tay,  are 
winter  salmon.  Few  under  201b.  weight  have 
been  caught — one  was  got  on  the  Teith  weighing 
301b.  Loch  Tay  yielded  four  fish  one  day  to  one 
rod,  and  three  another  day,  the  average  of  the 
seven  being  about  231b.  The  three  heaviest  fish 
killed  during  last  week  on  the  loch  were  351b.,  32  lb., 
and  301b.  About  a  dozen  were  of  weights  ranging 
from  251b.  to  301b. 


The  other  day  at  Langholm,  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association  was 
held,  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  agent  in  the  chair, 
to  consider  the  petition  of  130  anglers,  praying 
that  the  rules  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  association  in  January  last  be  rescinded,  as 
they  would  interfere  w'ith  legitimate  fishing  for 
salmon.  The  meeting  was  unanimous  in  its 
regret  that  it  could  not  accede  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petition,  but  a  sop  was  thrown  to  the  peti¬ 
tioners  by  conceding  the  extension  of  the  bait¬ 
fishing  season  on  a  part  of  the  Esk. 


Col.  Stirling,  of  Kippendavie,  caught  on 
Monday,  on  the  Faskally  beat,  the  first  fish  of 
the  season  got  on  the  River  Tummel. 


The  Dee  (Aberdeenshire)  as  usual  at  this  early 
time  of  the  season,  is  far  eclipsing  all  other 
Scotch  rivers  for  rod  salmon  fishing.  For  the 
week,  lots  of  takes  of  four,  five,  and  six  fish  to 
one  rod  in  a  day  have  been  got.  The  best  score 
as  yet  is  seven,  but  this,  no  doubt,  will  soon  be 
put  in  the  shade,  as  fish  are  in  vast  numbers  in 
the  river  between  Kincardine  O’Neil  and  Brae- 
mar,  and  all  that  is  wanted  is  good  fishing 
weather  and  smaller  size  of  water.  Had  the 
water  been  lower,  there  assureuly  would  have 
been  better  sport  ere  now.  The  nailing  flies,  for 
most  part,  have  been  Gordon,  Dunt,  Whitewing, 
and  Akroyd.  _ 

The  Spey  is  lagging  sadly  in  the  I’ear,  and  up 
to  date  one  solitary  fish,  as  against  over  two 
thousand  to  the  nets,  is  all  that  has  been  got  by 
the  rod  on  the  River  North  Esk.  This  shows 
how  well  dykes  can  serve  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  intended !  _ 

In  most  rivers,  owing  to  the  high  water  and 
repeated  fluctuations,  fish  were  travelling  nearly 
all  last  week.  Already  they  have  reached  and 
been  caught  in  the  waters  above  Braemar  on  the 
Dee,  a  distance  of  quite  seventy  miles  from  the 
sea.  More  than  a  week  ago.  Dr.  i’rofeit  had  one 
at  Balmoral,  over  sixty  miles  inland. 


Up  to  the  end  of  last  week  the  rod  fishing  had 
been  no  great  shakes  on  the  rivers  of  the  far 
north,  but  soon  now,  since  conditions  have 
improved,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  it  will 
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become  vastly  better.  True,  winter  fish  for  the 
past  ten  days  have  been  giving  most  sport,  but 
they  soon  will  be  off  the  take  and  far  fewer  in 
numbers  than  the  true  springers,  half  their  size, 
which  henceforth  throughout  the  early  months 
will  afford  almost  all  the  sport. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  grand 
totals,  and  also  the  totals  separately,  of  salmon 
and  sea-trout,  male  and  female,  that,  dead  or 
dying  from  saprolegnia  ferax,  were  taken  out  of 
the  River  North  Ihk  and  tributaries  by  the  water 
bailiffs  during  the  period  between  September  1 
last,  and  the  end  of  January  this  year  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Salmon  ... 

...  312 

2U 

526 

Sea-trout 

4 

31 

35 

561 

Writes  our  correspondent:  “The  above  state¬ 
ment  shows  1.800  fewer  than  in  1891,  and  850 
fewer  than  in  1890.  Of  the  males,  190  were  spent 
and  122  un.'pent,  and  of  the  females,  97  were 
spent  and  117  unspent.  There  is  now  a  fine  show 
of  spring  fish  about  the  dykes  at  Craigo  and 
Morphie,  so,  no  doubt,  there  will  be  a  grand 
opening  of  the  netting.  Kelts  are  over  all  the 
upper  waters  in  vast  numbers,  and  seem  not  at 
all  inclined  to  descend  yet.  David  Paterson,  who 
was  gillie  to  your  friend  on  the  Kirton  Hill 
fishery  in  the  autumn,  died  last  Saturday.  David 
was  a  well-known  hand  on  the  North  Esk  river, 
and  could  haul  the  fish  out  in  grand  style,  but  for 
a  good  while  past  he  had  not  been  in  his  usual 
form.” 


OuK  Deveron  correspondent  writes  : — “  Thurs¬ 
day  last  100,000  ova  w’ere  deposited  in  the 
hatchery  on  the  Deveron,  where,  for  several  years 
back,  operations  of  a  successful  nature  have  been 
carried  on.  The  salmon  stripped  were  in  healthy 
condition,  scaling  from  81b.  to  201b.  Female  fish 
were  plentiful,  but  the  males  rather  scarce.  The 
operations  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Bisset,  the 
duke’s  lessee,  and  Mr.  Kennedy,  superintendent 
of  the  Deveron  fishings.  The  ova  were  placed  in 
about  a  dozen  boxes,  spread  on  gravel,  and  a  few 
on  glass  rods.  Owing  to  thtir  cleanliness,  the 
latter  have  a  superiority  over  the  former,  and 
permit  of  a  more  even  distribution  of  the  ova, 
which  are  more  successfully  hatched.  The  fine 
supply  of  water  which  is  got  from  St.  Mary’s 
W"-!!  is  uniform  in  temperature,  and  the  fry  each 
year  almost  begin  to  come  at  exactly  the  same 
date  after  deposit.  Last  season  severe  frost  and 
low  temperature  somewhat  retarded  operations, 
and  the  percentage  of  ova  producing  fry  was 
scarcely  so  large.”  _ 

McBouncer  writes:  “In  my  remarks  in  last 
week’s  note  on  Gaelic  proverbs  I  pointed  out  the 
contempt  with  which  the  Highlanders  have 
always  looked  upen  Excise  Laws  and  Game 
Laws.  The  former  are  no  doubt  more  frequently 
violated  than  the  latter,  for  it  is  questionable  if 
anywhere  in  the  kingdom  professional  poachers 
are  so  few  and  far  between  as  in  the  Northern 
Highlands..  This  is  all  the  more  strange  in  a 
people  who  do  not  believe  that  there  is  anything 
sinful  or  shameful  in  taking  ‘a  salmon  from  the 
pool  or  a  stag  from  the  hill.’  The  proverb,  ‘  Ge 
math  a  chobhair  an  t-sealg  cha  mhath  an  saoghal 
an  t-sealg,’  A  good  htljj  is  hunting,  hut  a  bad 
living  is  hunting,  does  not  by  any  means  encourage 
poaching.  The  meaning  appears  to  be  that  a 
hare,  or  other  animal,  or  fish  may  be  a  good 
enough  help  for  the  pot,  but  the  loss  of  time 
wasted  in  its  capture  may  more  than  counter¬ 
balance  its  value.  The  croft  is  neglected,  and 
stock  too,  so  that  when  the  Martinmas  market 
comes  the  consequences  will  be  felt.  Altogether 
the  moral  of  this  nroverb  is  a  very  sound  one. 
‘  GDc  thusa  foighidinn  agus  glacaidh  tu  iasg,’ 
Catch  your  patience  and  you’ll  catch  fish,  is  a  rather 
sarcastic  way  of  addressing  a  luckless  angler. 
Although  it  is  sarcastic  it  is  not  without  a  spice 
of  encouragement  and  of  hope  of  better  results 
in  future.  Tasgach  na  Curra,’  The  crane's 
fishing,  is  pithily  put  as  a  veritable  model  of 
patience.  Will  conclude  this  note  by  one  more 
‘  saying,’  indicating  what  the  choicest  m<'rsels  of 
fish  are  according  to  the  Highlanders’  fancy,  and 
leave  connoisseurs  to  judge.  ‘  Druim  sgadain, 
Inveran  Hotel  caught  two  salmon  m  the  course 
tarr  braddin  ’s  ciil  cinn  a  bhric  dhuibh.’  I’he 


herring's  hack,  the  salmon’s  belly,  and  the  hack  of 
the  head  of  the  Hack  trout.  .  .  .  No  angling  was 
attempted  on  the  Carron  Easter  Ross,  but  a  start 
will  soon  be  made.  On  the  Shin  an  angler  from 
of  the  week.  Netting  operations  have  commenced 
on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  but  as  yet  without 
success.  It  is  feared  that  works  going  on  in 
sinking  the  caissons  for  the  piers  of  the  new 
bridge  at  Bonar  will  affect  both  netting  on  the 
Kyle  and  angling  on  the  various  rivers  flowing 
into  ii'.  The  weather  in  the  north  is  very  plea¬ 
sant.” 


Mr.  Nicol,  of  the  Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel, 
Aberfeldy,  writes :  “  I  have  to  report  to  you  my 
first  capture  of  a  clean  fish  this  season — a  beauty 
which  turned  the  scales  at  lOflb.  I  had  another 
on,  and  thought  he  was  played  out,  when  he  made 
just  one  rush  there  and  then  like  lightning; 
took  out  the  whole  of  my  line,  broke  my  trace, 
and  bolted  with  my  pet  Phantom.  The  river  is 
in  splendid  ply  at  present  and  likely  to  continue 
so  for  some  time  unless  we  should  have  heavy 
rains.” 


G.  M.  M.,  Deesiue,  writes  :  “  With  average 
weather  the  success  of  the  early  spring-fishing 
is  fully  assured.  Fish  are  being  got  plentifully 
all  along  the  length  of  the  Dee,  and  since  Thurs¬ 
day  last  week,  the  sport  may  without  exaggera¬ 
tion  be  described  as  having  been  highly  satis¬ 
factory.'  Oathe  Ballater  Invercauld  water,  Mr. 
Hardy  had  thirteen  fish  for  the  week.  On  the 
Glen  Tana,  Sir  William  Brooks  had  on  an  average 
six  daily,  with  the  exception  of  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  which  were  blank.  On  the  Aboyne 
water  nineteen  were  killed  ;  on  the  Lower  Dess, 
fourteen  ;  on  Kincardine  Lodge,  twelve,  and  so  on. 
Mr.  Cholmondeley,  on  Ballogie,  had  ten  to  his 
own  rod,  and  Mr.  Barbour,  on  Inchmarlo  and 
Kineskie,  from  three  to  five  daily.  The  fish,  as 
regards  quality  and  shape,  are  of  a  superior 
order,  while  not  a  trace  of  disease  is  reported. 
Kelts  have  an  especial  favour  for  gudgeon.  One 
angler  in  the  middle  reaches  fed  them  with  a 
few  short  of  four  dozen  last  week — specially 
imported  for  spring  fish — but  up  fill  now  the 
spring  fish  have  not  disputed  the  delicacy,  but 
have  passed  them  over  to  their  despised  brethren. 
Shades  of  J(  ck  Adam  and  the  race  of  bygone 
anglers  !  Ye  would  rejoice  to  be  in  the  body,  and 
see  your  favouiite  flies  in  vogue  once  again.  On 
Saturday  I  .saw  two  fish  killed  with  a  4in. 

‘  Akrojd.’  The  irons  were  rummaged  up  from 
the  bottom  of  an  old  box,  for  sucb  ‘  boat-hooks  ’ 
are  seldom  found  in  tackle-makers’  cases  nowa¬ 
days.  A^ery  little  has  been  done  on  the  Don  ; 
trout  are  scarce.  Mr.  Murray  had  a  few  on  the 
opening  day — some  two  or  three — and  another 
angler  one.  But  with  more  suitable  tides  and 
the  thorough  clearing  out  which  the  estuary  has 
undergone  lately,  better  things  may  confidently 
be  looked  for  soon.  An  angler,  being  under  the 
belief  that  he  was  perpetually  hooking  the  self¬ 
same  old  kelt,  tied  a  bladder  to  its  tail  with  a 
piece  of  string.  After  this  he  carefully  avoided 
the  presence  of  the  inflated  detective.  On  the 
Sunday  morning  following  this  experiment  some 
tailors  doing  a  stroll  by  the  riverside  espied  the 
fatal  buoy,  and  having  an  inkling  of  the  unseen 
propeller  below,  ‘  did  ’  for  that  kelt,  when  the 
coast  was  clear,  and  had  a  ‘  royal  ’  feast  over 
the  occasion.  This  is  not  a  fish  story,  but  the 
dread  of  appearing  in  the  witness-box  prevents 
farther  details.  The  Daily  Telegraph  had  an 
article  on  the  opening  of  the  angling  season  last 
week,  the  grist  of  which  was  that  the  Deeside 
proprietors  have  demonstrated  to  the  world  how 
to  successfully  and  profitably  improve  a  decaying 
salmon  stream.  Although  no  acknowledgment 
was  made,  ihe  writer  had  evidently  digested  well 
the  various  articles  appearing  from  time  to  time 
in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  during  the 
past  decade  from  the  pen  of  a  well-known  writer. 
Evidently  the  water-bailiffs  on  the  Dee  have 
been  recently  getting  their  ‘  lesson  ’  from  head¬ 
quarters.  The  other  day  the  lessee  of  a  well- 
known  fishery  was  accosted  by  a  river  watcher 
who  asked  to  see  his  permission  to  fish  !  ” 

Mr.  Harper  writes:  “The  angling  on  the 
Thurso  has  improved.  A  good  spate  at  the  close 
of  last  week  put  ma  ters  right  for  the  disciples 
of  old  Isaak.  Five  rods  were  out  on  Saturday, 
and  all  of  them  scored,  as  follows  : — No.  1  beat. 


two  20-pounders;  No.  2,  two  181b.;  No.  3,  one 
101b.;  No.  fi,  two,  161b.  and  91b.;  No.  8,  three, 
221b.,  221b.,  and  271b.  The  beats  being  now  well 
stocked  with  new  run  fish,  good  sport  is  certain  ; 
kelts  look  well  and  healthy.  They  are  on  the  down¬ 
ward  journey,  while  their  more  unfortunate 
brethren,  the  ‘  springers,’  on  their  upward  journey 
pass  them  by  as  a  masher  would  pass  a  mendi¬ 
cant,  little  thinking,  I  suppose,  that  it  would  be 
well  for  them  to  be  in  the  kelt’s  skin  a  week  hence. 
No  fish  above  101b.  weight  were  killed  before 
Saturday ;  the  heavy  ones  had  it  mostly  their 
own  way  that  day.  Enormous  takes  of  herring 
were  landed  at  Scrabster,  fifty-six  railway 
waggon  loads  on  Friday,  and  sixty-one  on  Satur¬ 
day,  besides  a  large  quantity  being  kippered. 
Otters  are  frequenting  the  river  now.  They 
always  follow  a  good  run  of  fish.” 


OtfR  Bi-ora  correspondent  writes  :  “  During  the 
close  time  the  rivers  are  generally  carefully 
watched  by  the  salmon-fishers,  gamekeepers, 
foresters,  &c.,  with  as  keen  an  eye  for  detection 
of  poaching  as  the  gauger  has  for  that  of  the 
illicit  mountain  dew.  In  the  early  part  of  this 
year,  the  keen-eyed  salmon  manager  (Mr.  R.)  of 
the  Brora  fishery,  sent  the  fiery  cross  around, 
with  the  information  that  a  poacher  with  his 
family  had  taken  up  their  abode  on  the  bank  of 
the  River  Brora.  All  and  sundry  were  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  outlook,  but  though  the  footprints 
of  the  father  and  family  were  repeatedly  seen  and 
followed,  their  retreat  was  not  discovered.  After 
the  thaw  set  in  and  the  ice  broke  up,  the  chances 
became  less  and  less,  while  the  determination  to 
capture  became  greater.  However,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  scenting  powers  of  Mr.  Trussler’s  spaniels, 
Messrs.  Todd  and  McIntyre’s  retrievers,  and  that 
of  the  wonderful  terrier  belonging  to  Mr.  D.  Ross, 
Gordonbush — the  latter,  himself  a  true  and  grand 
specimen  of  the  clan  already  world-renowned  for 
their  extraordinary  wind  and  scenting  qualifica¬ 
tions — the  brown-coated  poachers  still  remained 
at  large.  Not  having  been  seen  nor  heard  of  for 
some  days,  the  watching  became  more  lax.  The 
angling  opened  upon  the  11th,  and  presumably, 
the  poacher  in  some  manner  becoming  aware  that 
the  river  was  to  be  occupied  by  some  of  the  most 
expert  anglers  which  the  Dee,  the  Spey,  and  the 
Brora  can  produce,  came  to  the  conclusion  that, 
for  a  time,  living  in  plenty  would  be  very  uncertain, 
and  went  looking  about  for  a  retiring  habitation. 
He  evidently  tried  several,  and  at  last  came  to  one 
which  looked  nice,  dry,  and  warm.  Evidently  not 
having  any  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Ground 
Game  Act,  he  boldly  ventured  in  to  explore — was 
caught  in  a  common  rabbit  trap — shortly  after¬ 
wards  discovered  by  a  shepherd  lad,  and  by  bim 
ignominiously  despatched  with  a  common  dung¬ 
hill  grape.  Such  was  the  fate  last  Tuesday  of  a 
fine  dog  otter.  .  .  .  During  the  early  days  of 

the .  week  the  weather  was  of  a  most  boisterous 
and  gusty  character,  and  though  the  two  rods 
tried  well,  they  for  three  days  were  unsuccessful. 
On  the  16th,  Mr.  Todd,  Gordonbush,  had  two 
nice  fish;  Mr.  Hall,  one ;  on  the  17  th,  Mr.  Hall, 
two  fish ;  Mr.  Todd,  blank ;  on  the  18th,  Mr. 
Hall  had  three  fish ;  Mr.  Todd,  one.  Heaviest 
fish  for  week,  lllb.  Total  take  up  to  date  ten  fish.” 


Our  Inverness-shire  correspondent  writes : 
“Anglers  on  Loch  Ness  have  not  done  so  bad 
since  the  opening,  although  not  up  to  last  year’s 
record.  Quite  a  dozen  fish  were  got  for  the 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel.  Mr.  Chisholm  was  very 
fortunate  both  as  to  numbers  and  weight.  He 
landed  two  fish  weighing  upwards  of  SOlb.  From 
Invermoristen  I  hear  that  Mr.  Annan  and  friend 
had  seven  nice  fish.  The  angling  on  River  Oich 
is  not  quite  so  good  as  I  expected,  but  all  got  were 
of  good  size  and  clean  run.  River  Garry  must 
improve  or  else  it  will  loose  its  reputation.  The 
general  belief  is,  that  the  bulk  of  fish  are  on 
Loch  Ness  yet,  so  better  sport  may  be  got  later 
on.  The  water  is  still  in  good  trim,  and  wind 
blowing  from  a  favourable  airt.” 


Mr.  Philip  Geen,  pre.«ident  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association  of  London,  has  been  bavirg  some 
good  sport  recently  on  the  Lyon,  including  a 
splendid  salmon  of  twenty-five  pounds.  Loch 
Tay  has  been  too  rough  'or  much  to  be  done,  but 
Mr.  Geen  anticipates  a  splendid  season  if  plenty 
of  fish  can  secure  it. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THAMES  PUNT  FUSHINH  TAC  KLE,  ETC. — THAMES  HANK 
AXGLINfi  —  NOTTINGHAM  STYLE  —  SCTENTIITC 
GROUND-HAITING  IN  ALL  ITS  BRANCHES. 

Fishing  in  Sharp  and  Heavy  "Waters,  as 
the  Thames. — Here  the  conditions  are  very  dif¬ 
ferent  to  those  previously  described.  We  have 
swims  ranging  from  four  to  ten  feet  in  depth,  of  a 
sharp  and  sometimes  turbulent  character,  which 
require  a  style  of  tackle  and  method  of  fishing 
peculiar  to  themselves.  [  It  should  be  understood 
that  swims  of  every  kind  and  character  can  be 
found  in  the  Thames,  and  that  our  author  refers 
to  the  general  character  of  those  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river. — J.  B.] 

This  fishing  will  be  divided  into  punt  fishing 
and  bank  fishing. 

Fuut  FisMug. — In  this,  as  in  all  other 
angling,  light  tackle  is  a  sine  qua  non,  and  who¬ 
ever  employs  the  best,  finest,  and  most  appropriate 


appear  to  be  a  speciality  of  Nottingham,  those 
made  at  other  places  seldom  equalling  them  in  the 
(juality  of  silk  or  regularity  of  twist,  great  care 
being  necessary  to  regulate  exactly  the  tension  of 
the  forward  and  back  twists,  the  reverse  of  this 
being  the  cause  of  kinks  and  snarls,  particularly  in 
very  fine  lines. 

The  bottom  line  commonly  employed  is  usually 
a  three-yard  length  of  gut,  tapering  a  little,  and 
fine  drawn  towards  the  bottom. 

The  float  is  made  of  a  long,  thin  stratum  of 
cork,  covering  a  large  porcupine  (juill,  with  a 
quill  cap  near  the  top,  and  a  second,  or  small  loop  I 
of  brass  wire,  near  the  bottom.  This  is  what  is  ' 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  Thames  float,  , 
and  is  well  adapted  for  roach  and  barbie  fishing  in 
strong  streams. 

The  hooks  used  are  generally  Nos.  9  to  10  in 
size,  tied  upon  gut,  and  a  sufficient  ([uantity  of 
large  split  shot  are  nipped  on  to  the  line  a  foot  to 
fifteen  inches  above  the  hook.  [A  shot  often  has 
to  be  placed  within  about  four  inches  of  the  hook. 
— J.  B.] 

The  all  but  universal  bait  is  the  gentle,  which, 
when  well  scoured,  stands  the  wear  and  tear 
better  than  anything  else.  Paste  baits  are  useless 
for  float  fishing,  from  the  strong  current.  [If 


at  about  the  rod’s  length  from  the  hook.  Every¬ 
one  knows  that  in  the  ordinary  way  of  striking 
with  a  fixed  float  at  the  end  of  a  swim,  the  oblique 
direction  in  which  the  float  is  forced  to  travel 
causes  considerable  resistance,  and  consequently 
great  disturbance  of  the  water ;  while  in  the 
travelling  float  we  are  now  describing,  the  line 
passes  easily  through  the  wire  loops  without 
altering  the  position  of  the  float,  however  sharp 
the  strike  may  be.  At  the  bottom  of  the  running 
line  is  fixed  about  three  feet  of  human  hair,  of 
about  fifteen  to  eighteen  hairs  in  thickness  ;  this 
is  sufficiently  elastic  to  allow  fish  to  be  struck  so 
sharply  as  would  inevitably  carry  away  any  light 
tackle  fitted  in  the  ordinary  manner.  Below  the 
human  hair  is  about  a  yard  of  strong  single  horse¬ 
hair,  doubled  at  the  lower  part  for  a  few  inches, 
where  the  weights  used  to  sink  the  lines  are  placed. 
These  are  of  cast  lead,  nearly  in  the  shape  of 
grains  of  oats.  They  are  of  two  sizes,  weighing 
respectively  fourteen  and  twenty-eight  grains. 
[These  shot  are  no  doubt  excellent,  as  they  make 
less  disturbance  than  those  ordinarily  used  when 
the  fish  is  struck,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to 
procure  them  at  any  tackle-makers. — J.  B.]  The 
hook  length  of  fine  cinnamon-coloured  horsehair 
a  foot  long,  comes  of  course  below  this,  and 
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implements,  will — all  things  being  alike — bo  most 
successful. 

The  rod  w’e  prefer  for  this  work  should  be  light 
and  handy,  but  rather  more  elastic  than  the  tra¬ 
ditional  roach  rods,  and  should  spring  regularly 
nearly  down  to  the  butt.  [They  are  mostly  made 
of  bamboo,  with  wooden  tops. — J.  B.] 

The  running  line  should  be  of  very  fine  silk, 
either  twisted  or  plaited. 

The  reel  must  be  moderately  large,  and  free 
running.  We  prefer  the  Nottingham  line  and 
reel  for  this  jmrpose,  but  they  are  objected  to  by 
many  anglers,  on  account  of  their  sometimes  over 
running,  a  circumstance  arising  not  from  any 
initial  fault  of  the  contrivance — which  is  cheap, 
simple,  and  ingenious — but  from  the  inexperience 
of  the  man  attempting  to  use  it.* 

The  weight  of  a  line  fit  for  roach,  dace,  and  any 
fish  up  to  two  or  three  pounds  in  weight,  need  not 
exceed  two  and  a-half  or  three  drachms  per  hun¬ 
dred  yards.  One  fit  for  barbel,  perch,  or  chub 
would  be  from  six  to  twelve  drachms.  The 
drachm  here  mentioned  is  the  avoirdupois  drachm, 
used  only  in  the  silk  trade,  and  of  which  there  are 
sixteen  to  the  ounce.  These  lines  w’e  speak  of 

•  These  reels  are  now  made  with  optional  checks, 
but  no  check  is  so  good  as  the  gentle  pressure  of  the 
finger  on  the  rim  of  the  reel. 


made  up  according  to  directions  in  the  chapter  on 
baits  they  can  be  used  in  a  very  considerable 
current. — J.B.] 

The  following  description  has  been  given  to  me 
by  Mr.  Marriott  of  the  tackle  used  by  him,  and 
which  has  never  been  beaten  when  tried  against 
that  ordinarily  used,  and  although  it  has  been 
glanced  at  before,  we  think  may  be  repeated  here 
with  advantage.  The  running  line,  reel,  and  float 
are  similar  to  those  mentioned,  except  that  the  float 
is  made  with  a  larger  top  than  usual,  cut  off  square, 
and  the  line  runs  through  two  very  small  brass 
;  loops,  whipped  near  the  upper  and  lower  extremities 
■  of  the  float.  To  prevent  the  line  slipping,  a  small 
piece  of  india-rubber  is  inserted  in  the  running 
line  with  two  half  hitches,  and  this  india-rubber 
must  be  thin  and  flexible  enough  to  pass  through 
the  rings  of  the  rod,  but  not  through  the  small 
ring  of  the  float  on  which  it  rests.  A  float  fitted 
in  this  manner  may  he  used  in  water  much  deeper 
than  the  rod.  This  is  one  of  its  recommendations, 

I  but  others  are,  the  great  ease  and  comfort  of  the 
I  style,  and  the  facility  of  striking  quickly  and 
sharply  at  the  end  of  a  long  swim.  When  used 
in  water  the  depth  of  wdiich  does  not  exceed  the 
depth  of  the  rod,  a  similar  stop  is  fixed  on  the 
line,  about  three  feet  below  the  float,  but  when 
the  water  is  much  deeper,  the  lower  stop  is  placed 


carries  one  small  shot  about  four  inches  above 
the  hook. 

The  latter  is  of  a  very  small  size.  No.  13  or  14, 
with  short  shank,  and  sneck  or  round  bend.  The 
bait  used  is  a  single  gentle,  hooked  as  lightly  as 
possible  through  the  thick  end,  the  whole  of  the 
shank  and  barb  being  exposed.  Carrion  gentles 
may  be  used,  and  at  times  the  fish  seem  to  prefer 
their  high  flavour  to  those  that  have  been  scoured 
in  bran  or  sand.  The  great  tenderness  of  the 
unscoured  gentles  being  no  impediment  to  this 
method  of  baiting.  The  point  of  the  hook  should 
be  kept  as  sharp  as  possible ;  a  fine  flat  watch¬ 
maker’s  file  being  a  very  convenient  implement 
for  the  purpose.  With  this  tackle  barbel  of  two 
or  three  pounds’  weight  may  easily  be  killed  in 
the  heaviest  water,  as  it  is  possible  to  get  the 
hook  through  the  tough  leather  of  their  mouths ; 
a  very  difficult  matter  when  using  single  hair 
under  other  circumstances.  [  I  repeat  here  that 
in  many  waters,  the  single  gentle  will  kill  few- 
large  fish.  Where  so  small  a  bait  is  used,  the 
bleak  and  minnow-s  often  do  not  give  the  roach  a 
chance  of  being  killed. — J.  B.] 

Punt  fishing  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the 
Thames,  where  it  is  in  many  parts  a  necessity. 
It  is  either  fish  from  a  punt,  or  not  at  all ;  most 
of  the  best  waters  being  inaccessible  from  the 
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banlts.  Many  ridicule  men  for  sitting  in  a  boat 
several  hours  at  a  time  to  catch  a  few  roach,  dace, 
or  gudgeon ;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
with  every  fondness  for  sport  in  its  more  exciting 
varieties,  age,  physical  infirmity,  or  many  other 
circumstances  may  prevent  this  enjoyment,  leav¬ 
ing  boat  fishing  the  only  means  of  following  a 
favourite  pursuit. 

The  professional  fishermen  of  the  Thames  are 
a  curious  race.  As  a  rule  they  know  the  water 
well  in  their  own  immediate  neighbourhood, 
but  cannot  be  depended  on  as  guides  away 
from  their  homes,  although  they  will  tell  you 
they  know  every  inch  of  the  water  for  fifty  miles. 
They  are  generally  civil  and  attentive,  but  averse 
to  hard  work.  They  sometimes  iindertake  to 
provide  tackle  and  bait,  but  the  former  is  invari¬ 
ably  of  an  inferior  description,  such  as  no  real 
roach  fisher  would  tolerate,  and  the  latter 
— except  in  two  or  three  very  frequented 
stations  —  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 

[There  are  many  accomplished  and  atten¬ 
tive  Thames  fishermen,  but  the  mere 
watermen  w'ho  pose  as  fishermen  should 
certainly  be  avoided,  and  here  and  there 
one  meets  with  men  who  are  lazy, 
impudent,  and  greedy. — J.  B.] 

The  choice  of  swim  must  be  made 
according  to  the  season  and  state  of  the 
water,  and  here  the  local  knowledge  of 
the  puntsman  is  valuable.  The  punt 
being  properly  fixed,  the  next  step  is  to 
have  the  swim  -well  raked  over  with  the 
gudgeon  rake.*  This  is  well  worth  doing 
— [The  previous  day — J.  B.] — as  it  clears 
the  bottom,  exposes  various  larvm,  and  in 
most  cases  attracts  the  roach  and  dace 
wonderfully.  Fish  are  very  curious, and — 
although  shy  at  times — will  frequently 
get  close  to  the  scoops  of  a  dredging 
machine  when  in  full  work.  We  have 
often  watched  a  shoal  of  them,  with  their 
noses  near  the  edge  of  the  turbid  water. 

At  such  a  time  they  bite  sharp  and  quick, 
knowing  that  if  they  do  not  seize  the 
prey  others  will. 

The  rod  should  now  be  put  together, 
reel  fixed,  running  line  passed  through 
the  rings,  and  a  bottom  line  and  float 
selected  suitable  to  the  water,  as  before 
directed  under  the  heading  “floats.”  If 
the  float  be  too  light,  the  hook  will  not 
reach  the  bottom  until  a  great  part  of  the 
swim  is  passed  over;  if  too  heavy,  it 
creates  much  disturbance,  and  is  not 
sufficiently  sensitive,  as  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  these  fish  bite  more  boldly 
and  sharper  in  proportion  to  the  depth 
and  turbulence  of  the  water.  A  very 
good  rule  is,  that  the  hock,  if  dropped 
into  the  water  close  to  the  edge  of  the 
punt,  should  reach  the  bottom  by  the  time 
the  float  has  travelled  about  2ft. 

The  depth  is  then  taken  carefully ;  the 
practice  generally  being  to  have  the 
distance  from  the  hook  to  the  top  of 
the  float  exactly  equal  to  the  depth  of  the 
water.  The  line  of  gut  or  hair  should 
be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  water  for 
some  time  before  fishing,  to  take  off  the 
brittleness  inevitable  with  a  dry  line. 

[The  damper  box  is  a  useful  little  inven¬ 
tion  in  which  to  lay  lines,  and  soften 
them  by  contact  with  wet  spongio  piline 
an  hour  or  two  before  going  fishing. — 

J.  B.j 

Some  ground  bait  should  now  be  gently 
dropped  in  three  or  four  feet  in  front,  if 
in  shallow  water ;  if  in  deeper  water,  close  to 
the  punt ;  and  if  in  a  very  deep  heavy  stream,  at 
the  back  of  the  punt.  In  the  first  case,  if  the 
ground  bait  were  dropped  close,  the  fish  would 
be  frightened  to  approach  it;  in  the  last,  it 
would  drift  partially  out  of  reach,  and  part  of 
the  swim  would  be  lost.  [In  heavy  water,  if  the 
ground  bait  is  not  mixed  with  clay,  each  ball 
should  contain  a  small  stone  to  sink  it. — J.  B.] 

*  This  is  not  the  common  practice,  and  must  drive 
away,  or  render  exceedingly  shy,  the  larger  fish;  but  a 
little  gentle  raking  behind  the  punt  has  sometimes  been 
found  an  advantage.  The  careless  way  in  which  punts 
are  moored,  and  the  somewhat  noisy  preparations,  may 
account  for  punt  fishers  catching  so  many  small  fish. 
Raking  is  more  successful  with  dace  than  roach,  and 
with  gudgeon  than  either. — J.  B. 


The  line  (between  float  and  rod  top)  is  usually 
arranged  about  two  or  three  feet  longer  than 
the  rod,  which  for  this  fishing  seldom  exceeds 
ten  feet  in  length ;  so  that  the  swim  will 
extend  fifteen  to  eighteen  feet  from  the  boat, 
according  to  the  depth  of  water.  When  the 
Nottingham  tackle  is  used,  the  line  is  some¬ 
times  allowed  to  run  until  the  float  has  passed 
over  ten,  twenty,  or  even  thirty  yards  of  water. 
In  this  manner,  particularly  when  the  latter  is 
very  bright,  the  largest  fish  are  often  taken.  [But 
to  get  fish  to  feed  at  that  distance  the  ground 
bait  must  be  of  such  a  weight,  and  so  thrown  in 
that  it  sinks  about  where  you  wish  to  catch 
your  fish.  It  is  little  use  to  attract  fish  close 
to  the  punt  by  means  of  ground  bait,  and  then 
work  your  float  tackle  twenty  yards  away. — J.  B.] 
The  hook,  when  baited,  should  be  dropped  in 


h. 


Angler’s  right  hand  holding  rod  just  above  the  reel. 

Angler's  left  hauil  pulling  down  line  in  order  to  make  a  cast  with  light  tackle  in 
Nottingham  style. 


close  to  the  punt,  and  the  float  allowed  to  travel 
freely,  with  as  little  slack  line  above  it  as  pos¬ 
sible,  the  rod  being  held  nearly  upright  at  the 
moment  the  hook  is  dropped  in,  and  gradually 
lowered  as  the  float  swims  forward,  until  at  last 
the  rod  is  quite  horizontal,  and  the  float  begins 
to  drag  sideways ;  then  a  sharp  but  not  violent 
1  strike  should  be  made,  the  float  gently  raised, 

!  and  the  line  dropped  again  close  to  the  boat. 

''  This  is  supposing  no  bite  to  occur  during  the 
traverse  of  the  float ;  should  the  slightest  indica¬ 
tion  be  seen,  the  strike  should  be  immediate,  but 
it  is  always  well  to  strike  as  a  matter  of  course 
at  the  end  of  every  swim. 

The  punt  cannot  be  kept  too  quiet ;  by  quiet  we 
do  not  mean  silence  in  words,  but  in  actions.  A 
heavy  foot-fall,  a  blow  with  a  rod,  the  movement 


of  a  chair,  or  any  noise  of  this  sort  is  instantly 
communicated  to  the  water,  and  may  be  heard  to 
an  immense  distance  ;  but  talking  alone  does  not 
appear  to  disturb  fish. 

We  have  now  placed  the  angler  fairly  before 
the  enemy,  and  can  only,  in  addition,  wish  him 
success. 

Bank  Fishing. — Bank  anglers  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Thames  meet  with  but  little 
encouragement,  at  least  in  those  portions  of  the 
river  which  are  mostly  fished  from  punts.  One 
reason  is,  that  in  many  places  the  banks  are  not 
favourable  to  angling;  another,  that  the  fish 
naturally  go  where  they  find  most  food ;  thus  the 
habit  of  casting  in  ground-bait  regularly  at 
certain  pitches  must  necessarily  make  the 
chances  of  those  who  angle  from  the  bank  com¬ 
paratively  small.  Although  good  bags  may 
occasionally  be  made  by  fishing  from  the 
margin  of  the  stream,  we  would  advise 
the  bank  angler,  if  possible,  to  frequent 
those  places  only  which  are  not  visited  by 
parties  afloat.  There  are  swims  near  locks 
and  weirs,  in  which,  without  a  boat,  the 
angler  may  have  as  good  a  chance  as  those 
in  the  centre  of  the  stream ;  and  where 
high  banks  or  over-hanging  bushes  permit 
of  the  fisherman  screening  himself  from 
his  prey,  sport  of  no  mean  order  may  be 
obtained.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the 
true  sportsman  would  rather  throw  his 
fly  from  a  meadow,  or  watch  his  float 
from  behind  some  old  willow  stump,  than 
sit  confined  to  the  limited  area  of  a  punt. 

The  bank  fisher,  if  angling  in  clear, 
transparent  water,  should  not  fish  with 
the  float  opposite  to  him,  but  rather  sib 
sideways,  letting  his  line  travel  beyond 
the  point  from  which  he  would  be  visible 
to  the  fish. 

Nottingham  Style. — After  all,  there 
is  nothing  equal  to  the  Nottingham  style 
of  angling  for  bank-fishing.  [In  suitable 
swims. — J.  B.] 

The  system  has  been  the  result  of  years 
of  experience  acquired  by  a  succession 
of  close  observers.  But  the  Nottingham 
plan  can  never  be  generally  pursued  on 
the  Thames  until  the  angler  acquires  the 
mode  of  using  the  thin  silk  lines  and 
light  wooden  winch,  and  then  much  of 
the  difference  in  the  character  of  the 
fishing  in  the  two  streams  would  soon 
disappear.  That  the  Nottingham  style  of 
angling  can  be  readily  adapted  to  any 
running  water  has  been  shown  over  and 
over  again,  not  only  in  these  rivers  which 
are  open  and  free  from  weeds,  but  in 
some  almost  choked  up  with  aquatic 
vegetation.  Thus  the  Nottingham  angler, 
when  everybody  else  has  deserted  the 
water  on  account  of  such  obstructions, 
may  go  down  to  some  projecting  bank 
or  bend,  and  there,  fishing  in  the  run 
between  the  heaviest  hanks  of  weeds,  take 
as  many  roach,  if  not  more,  than  when 
the  river  was  free  from  obstructions. 
These  places  are  very  favourite  haunts  of 
the  fish.  Let  the  angler  sit  still  for 
awhile,  and  he  will  soon  see  the  fishy 
crowd  come  out,  one  by  one,  into  the 
clear  water,  and  swim  up  and  down  these, 
their  natural  thoroughfares,  in  shoals 
sufficient  to  make  his  mouth  water,  for 
in  these  runs  there  is  generally  clean 
gravel  or  sand,  which  they'  delight  in. 
At  Higham  Ferrers,  on  the  Nen,  some 
few  years  ago,  we  were  told  before 
starting  to  fish,  that  there  was  not  room  enough 
to  get  in  a  float.  We  took  321b.  of  roach 
and  chub  in  five  hours,  merely  by  throwing  in 
occasionally  a  little  half-chewed  bread,  and 
fishing  in  the  run  of  the  waters,  between  the  long 
weed,  as  far  down  the  stream  as  we  could  manage 
our  line  with  effect.  There  is  this  inconvenience, 
however,  that  the  large  fish,  when  hooked,  make 
for  the  weed,  and  then  any  injudicious  pulling 
upon  the  part  of  the  angler  would  be  fatal  to  the 
line.  In  this  case  the  angler  should  retire  from 
the  bank  in  a  stooping  position,  letting_  out  his 
line  as  he  retreats  well  out  of  sight  into  the 
meadow.  He  should  then  approacli  the  stream 
some  ten  or  twelve  yards  below  the  point  where 
the  fish  ran  into  the  weeds,  and  if  he  there  puts 
on  such  a  strain  as  the  tackle  will  fairly  bear,  the 
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fish  will  generally  be  drawn  out  of  his  retreat 
and  landed  without  trouble.  Whenever  a  heavy 
fish  is  struck  under  these  circumstances,  it  should 
always,  if  practicable,  be  turned  down  stream. 
The  worst  of  this  proceeding  is  that  it  disturbs 
the  water,  so  that  it  becomes  only  a  choice  of 
evils ;  but  if  done  quietly,  keeping  as  far  as 
possible  out  of  sight,  the  fish  soon  come  back. 

It  should  never  be  forgotten  by  those  in  pur¬ 
suit-  of  fish,  that  the  latter — being  in  a  much 
denser  medium  than  air — can  see  objects  on  the 
shore  that  would  be  quite  invisible  to  them  but 
for  the  extraordinary  effects  of  refraction.  This 
is  a  well  known  law,  which  must  be  taken 
for  granted  here,  as  it  would  require  more 
space  than  we  can  afford  to  prove  it,  except 
by  one  or  two  familiar  examples.  If  we  take 
a  tumbler  nearly  filled  with  water,  and  place 
in  it  a  straw  or  pencil  in  a  slanting  position, 
when  we  look  along  the  latter,  we  shall  find 
that  it  appears  no  longer  straight,  but  as  if 
bent  at  an  angle  where  it  touches  the  water. 

Another  experiment  is  to  place  a 
coin  at  the  bottom  of  a  wide  basin  or 
tub,  then  to  retire  gradually  until  the 
coin  is  just  hidden  by  the  edge  of  the 
vessel ;  if  another  person  then  pours 
water  into  it,  the  coin  will  soon  appear 
above  the  edge.  From  these  instances 
it  is  apparent  that  fish  can  see  persons 
and  things  on  the  banks  which  would 
be  quite  hidden  from  them  but  for 
the  high  refractive  power  of  water. 

There  are  some  curious  facts  re¬ 
lating  to  this  phenomenon  of  refrac¬ 
tion,  and  although  not  bearing  on  our 
subject,  we  will  mention  one  instance. 

When  the  tide  is  low,  the  cows,  &c., 
on  the  Isle  of  Dogs  are  invisible  at 
Greenwich,  but  as  the  tide  rises,  so 
do  these  animals  gradually  come  in 
sight,  until  at  a  very  high  tide  even 
the  grass  and  dikes  are  visible.  In 
this  case  we  believe  the  refractive 
power  is  exercised  by  a  stratum  of 
air,  cooled  by  contact  with  the  water, 
and  so  becoming  much  denser  than 
the  surrounding  atmosphere. 

The  tackle  and  method  of  fishing 
are  much  like  those  of  the  Lea, 
except  the  rod,  which  is  shorter, 
and  always  fitted  with  a  running 
line.  When  the  Nottingham  reel  is 
employed  to  throw  out  a  ledger, 
spinning  tackle,  or  heavy  float,,  the 
line  is  wound  on  the  reel,  until  the 
plummet  or  float  nearly  touches  the 
top  of  the  rod ;  the  finger  is  kept  on 
the  edge  of  the  reel,  and  a  good 
swing  given,  almost  as  if  throwing  a 
spinning  bait  ;  the  finger  is  removed 
from  the  edge  of  the  reel  when  about 
half  the  arc  described  by  the  rod  has 
been  passed  over,  and  replaced  just 
at  the  moment  the  ledger  lead,  or 
spinning  bait  touches  the  water ; 
great  nicety  being  required  to  hit  the 
exact  time.  [With  heavy  tackle,  and 
the  modern  swift  running  reels,  the 
least  possible  pressure  of  the  finger 
on  the  edge  of  the  reel  becomes 
necessary  almost  immediately  the 
cast  is  made,  or  the  i-eel  over¬ 
runs. — J.  B.]  When  using  a  light 
quill  float,  the  method  of  procedure  is  very 
different;  there  would  not  be  weight  enough  to  run 
the  line  off  the  reel,  so  it  is  taken  between  the  finger 
and  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  as  far  up  the  rod  as 
can  be  comfortably  reached,  and  then  drawn  down 
in  a  loop  five  or  six  feet  in  length.  The  length 
of  line  hanging  from  the  top  is  about  equarto 
the  length  of  the  rod,  and  when  a  swing  is  given, 
as  before  described,  at  the  right  moment  the 
loop  is  loosed  from  the  left  hand,  and  the  float, 
however  light,  has  quite  impetus  enough  to  draw 
the  line  out  to  its  full  extent.  [If  the  float  has 
to  be  cast  a  greater  distance  than  can  be  managed 
in  this  way,  one  loop  may  be  taken  between  the  ! 
reel  and  the  first  ring  and  caught  on  the  first 
finger,  a  second  loop  from  between  the  second 
and  third  rings,  caught  on  the  second  finger, 
and,  if  necessary,  a  third  loop  taken  from  between  j 
the  second  and  third  rings,  and  caught  on  the  ! 
third  finger.  In  casting  the  float  out,  these  j 
loops  have  to  be  let  go  in  turn,  the  third  finger  i 


loop  first,  then  the  second,  and  last  the  first — 
which  is  where  the  skill  comes  in.  But  the 
operation  is  neither  so  complicated  nor  difiicult 
as  it  may  appear  from  this  description. — .1.  B.] 

One  thing  must  be  particularly  noted,  which 
is,  that  it  is  useless  to  attempt  this  style  of 
fishing  if  the  wind  blow  down  stream.  A  place 
must  be  chosen  where  the  wind  is  up  stream, 
and  if  slightly  off  shore  so  much  the  better. 

Many  discussions  have  arisen  on  this  point, 
and  clever  anglers  have  taken  great  pains  to 
prove  that  the  hook  always  drags  behind  the 
float;  but  the  Nottingham  men  will  not  believe 
this,  and  never  fish  with  the  wind  down  stream. 
[These  two  foregoing  paragraphs  require  some 
qualification.  Roach  can  undoubtedly  be  caught 
on  Nottingham  tackle  when  the  wind  is  blowing 
down  stream.  Much  depends  on  the  force  of  the 
wind.  It  may  be  light  or  “  strong  to  a  gale,”  as 
the  meterological  reports  have  it.  If  heavy 
tackle  is  used  and  the  swim  is  fairly  deep,  the 
force  of  the  current  on  the  float  and  line  beneath 


it  is  sufficient  to  draw  the  line  off  the  reel,  but 
that  same  drawing  off  the  reel  may  put  just  so 
much  check  on  the  float  as  to  counteract  the  evil 
effects  of  a  down  stream  wind.  Again,  it  may 
be  blowing  so  hard  up  stream  as  almost  to  stop 
the  float,  and  cause  the  bait  to  be  lifted  from 
the  bottom  and  out  of  sight  of  the  fish.  Few 
anglers  would  say  to  themselves  on  getting  to 
the  river  side,  “  we  will  not  fish  to-day  because 
the  wind  is  down  stream.”  They  would  simply 
do  their  best  under  the  circumstances.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  saying  that  it  is  ‘‘  useless  ”  to  fish 
with  Nottingham  tackle  when  the  wind  is  down 
stream,  surely  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say 
merely  that,  generally  speaking,  an  up-stream 
wind  is  more  favourable  to  this  particular  method 
of  fishing  than  a  down  stream  wind.  The 
angler  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  float  most  of 
all  feels  the  effect  of  the  wind  (though  rheu¬ 
matic  anglers  may  protest  that  their  feelings 
exceed  those  of  a  quill),  and  that  by  heavily 


shotting  the  float  so  as  to  sink  most  of  it  under 
the  water,  the  wind  can  in  a  measure  be  circum¬ 
vented. — J.B.]  * 

{To  he  continued.) 
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I.\  the  language  of  the  Gael,  “The  Spey  is  one 
of  the  noblest  rivers,  if  not  the  noblest,  in  the 
whole  of  Scotland.”  Its  length  is  about  100 
miles;  and  in  volume  of  water,  and  extent  of 
baGn  it  drains,  it  comes  next  to  the  Tay,  of 
Sottish  rivers.  It  is  an  early  river,  but  its 
natural  earliness  has  become  terribly  impaired 
by  the  severe  usage  to  which  it  has 
been  continually  subjected  in  the  j 
early  part  of  the  season,  during  a  I 
very  long  series  of  years,  dating  back  j 
from  the  present  time.  I 

On  page  26  of  his  first  annual  report  1 
to  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  | 
where  Mr.  Archibald  Young,  late  i 
inspector  of  salmon  fisheries,  makes 
concerning  the  Deveron,  one  of  tlie 
very  earliest  streams  in  the  whole  of 
Scotland,  the  extraordinary  state¬ 
ment  that  “  the  Deveron  is  a  late 
river  for  the  east  coast,  where  the 
great  majority  of  the  rivers  are 
early,”  is  to  be  found  the  following 
concerning  the  Spey,  which  clearly 
shows  that  Mr.  Young,  whatever 
opinions  he  may  have  held,  made  but  ! 
a  very  matter  of  fact  statement 
regarding  the  system  of  Spey  fishing 
permitted  to  be  carried  on,  and  its 
disastrous  effects  to  the  more  inland 
fisheries  owned  by  the  proprietors  in  ’ 
whose  waters  almost  the  whole  of  the 
spawners  are  protected,  and  almost 
the  whole  of  the  young  fish  hatch  { 
out,  remain,  and  are  fed  for  the  firs',  [ 
year  or  two  of  their  existence.  * 
‘  There  are  seven  lower  and  thirteen  i 
upper  proprietors  on  the  Spey.  The  j 
Duke  of  Richmond  is  the  chief  pro-  i 
prietor;  he  has  .£-o972  1.5s.  of  assess¬ 
able  rental ;  all  the  other  proprietor.s 
having  £2500.  The  fisheries  are 
falling  off'  in  value.  The  best  year 
recently,  especially  for  grilse,  was  i,i 
1873.  The  thirteen  best  grilse  year.-;, 
with  one  exception,  were  immediately 
succeeded  by  the  best  salmon  years. 

In  1803  or  1801,  nearly  eighty  years 
ago,  long  before  fixed  engines  were 
known,  the  Spey  let  for  £6000  a 
year.  .  .  .  There  is  a  cruive  on  the 
Spey  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  which  has  the  effect  of  in 
a  great  measure  preventing  the  ascent 
of  salmon  during  the  fishing  season, 
except  in  great  floods,  and  so  enabling 
them  to  be  captured  in  large  numbers 
on  the  Duke’s  waters  below  the  cruive. 

His  Grace  has  offered  the  upper  pro¬ 
prietors  to  abolish  the  cruive  on  receiving  a 
fair  compensation.  The  Duke  fishes  the  whole 
course  of  the  Spey,  from  the  Chain  Bridge, 
at  Orton,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  There 
are  seven  cobles  fishing  at  present ;  there  ar.^ 
three  men  to  each  coble  during  the  day,  and 
three  during  the  night.  From  March  15  to  the  en  1 
of  the  season  the  cobles  work  day  and  night,  mos', 
fish  being  caught  during  the  night.  Previously 
to  March  15  they  work  during  the  day  only.” 

Salmon  hatcheries  are  excellent  in  themselve.s, 
yet,  as  I  have  previously  pointed  out,  there  is 


*  The  illustration  in  Chapter  VII.,  entitled,  “  On  th  i 
Shallows,”  was  reproduced  from  Dr.  Hamilton's  delight¬ 
ful  “  Recollections  of  Ply-fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  an  I 
Grayling.”  The  engraving  was  made  from  a  sketch  hf 
Dr.  Hamilton  of  a  portion  of  the  Test,  at  Long  Parish . 
In  the  May-fly  season  the  large  Test  roach  take  th-i 
natural  and  artificial  fly  greedily.  The  diagrams  of  rods 
in  this  chapterare  reproduced  from  the  “  Trent  Otter’s  ” 
practical  book  on  Nottingham  fishing. — En.  F.  G. 


'V-' 

,:y  '1%^  ^ 


.  .A- 


IqcK 


LOCH  INCH. 


Februart  25,  1893] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


133 


almost  always  a  significant  meaning  attaching  to 
the  establishment  of  a  hatchery  on  a  salmon 
river,  or  to  the  entire  or  partial  withdrawal  of 
the  netting.  To  establish  a  hatchery,  or  to 
partially  or  entirely  withdraw  the  nets,  according 
as  is  w'arranted,  is  a  laudable  step  taken,  but  the 
policy  which  leads  to  the  necessity  for  it  must, 
in  all  truthfulness,  be  said  to  be  quite  the  reverse. 
The  severity  of  the  netting,  made  all  the  more 
disastrous  in  its  effects  by  artificial  barriers 
retarding  the  ascent  of  fish,  has  brought  our 
salmon  fisheries  into  their  present  deplorable 
condition  ;  but  while  this  is  beginning  to  be  seen 
by  some  proprietors  who  are  now  taking  steps  to 
avert  still  further  disaster,  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
concern  to  all  intelligent  observers  that  the  vast 
body  of  proprietors,  still  so  little  capable  of 
iudging  for  themselves,  are  always  continuing  to 
accept  the  netting  lessees’  advice,  and  to  yield 
to  the  clamour  of  the  working  netters.  For  one 
proprietor  that  foresees  the  evil  to  come  and 
strives  to  avert  it,  fifty  at  least,  apprehending 
nothing,  are  quite  content  to  let  matters  take 
their  svving — ihe  fish  their  chance  against  the 
netters.  True,  on  large  rivers,  there  are  not  a 
few  proprietors  who  have  foresight  enough,  and 
are  possessed  of  sound  acquaintance  with  salmon 
matters  ;  but  those  parties,  though  anxiously 
inclined  to  do  something  for  the  fisheries,  yet  do 
not  move  in  consequence  of  receiving  no 
encouragement  from  their  neighbours. 

And  this  is  a  state  of  matters  not  local 
but  general.  Its  very  existence  entirely 
prevents  the  taking  of  any  steps  whatever 
thatwould  prove  beneficial  to  the  fisheries, 
and  not,  indeed,  until  all  parties  see  that 
their  interests  are  thoroughly  identical — 
which  unquestionably  is  the  case — and 
not  conflicting,  as  at  present  they  regard 
them,  will  anything  really  good  outside 
national  legislation  be  done  for  the  fisheries 
of  large  rivers  in  which,  perhaps,  dozens 
of  persons  as  proprietors  and  scores  as 
tenants,  from  the  well-informed  to  the 
poorly  versed  in  salmon  fishery  mainten¬ 
ance,  have  an  interest.  To  avert  the  ruin 
of  a  fishery  which  belongs  entirely  to  one 
person,  can  easily  be  done  if  thao  person 
feels  inclined,  and  with  the  wherewithal 
in  cash  available  it  ought  to  be  equally 
easy  for  the  same  to  be  done  by  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  upper  and  middle  districts 
— even  of  large  rivers  such  as  the  Spey  — 
combining  to  buy  up  the  netting  rights  of 
the  proprietor  or  proprietors  whose  nets 
reap,  practically,  the  whole  of  the  season’s 
head  of  fish. 

On  account  of  its  length,  its  volume,  its 
many  hundreds  of  pools,  perfect  holes  for 
salmon,  and  from  the  fact  that  it  never 
becomes  too  low  for  the  fish  taking  in  the 
swift  streams,  the  Spey,  by  comparison 
with  most  Scotch  rivers,  has  possibilities 
for  salmon-angling  which  puts  it  far  ahead 
and  are  simply  wonderful.  But,  alas,  alas, 
it  is  a  grand  river,  naturally  productive 
in  a  wonderful  degree,  simply  ruined  for 
the  rods  early  in  the  spring  and  for  the  whole 
season  throughout,  everywhere  along  its  extent 
terribly  crippled  for  sport  by  the  netting  which  has 
also,  as  could  only  be  expected,  greatly  fallen  off. 
This  has  led  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon, 
who  practically  farms  the  whole  river  by  his  nets, 
to  erect  and  maintain  a  splendid  hatchery  near 
the  village  of  Fochabers,  to  save,  if  possible,  his 
fishery  from  becoming  still  less  productive. 
Quite  a  controversial  spate  raged  for  weeks  in 
consequence  of  the  establishment  of  this  hatchery. 
In  the  daily  press  letters  followed  letters  in  quick 
succession,  and  all  on  the  face  of  them  bore  to  be 
the  production  of  the  fiery  Celt  whose  wordy 
attacks  too  often  flow  more  readily  than  his  cash, 
even  when  cash,  not  words,  is  the  real  essential. 
One  letter  appeared  blaming  the  Duke  all  round 
and  saying  that  he  was  entirely  to  blame  for 
matters  having  come  to  such  a  pass.  I  confess 
to  not  seeing  the  fairness  or  justice  of  blaming 
the  Duke  for  what  he  is  seeking  to  do.  It  is 
rather  for  what  he  has  done  in  the  past  that  he 
is  deserving  of  blame.  Yet,  if  it  be  true  that  on 
different  occasions  he  has  offered  to  treat  with 
the  other  proprietors  as  a  body,  and  that  the  pro¬ 
posals  which  he  submitted  for  their  acceptance 
in  re  the  buying  up  of  his  cruive  and  net  fishings 
to  throw  open  the  river  to  the  free  passage  of 


salmon  from  the  tideway  upward,  w^ere  point 
blank  rejected,  I  fail  to  see  what  right  anyone 
has  to  throw  blame  wholesale  on  his  Grace  or  to 
interfere  with  what  he  is  now  doing,  which  is 
done  solely  by  himself  and  is  judged  by  him  to 
be  for  the  real  benefit  of  the  whole  riv-er.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  he  has  pushed  the  fishing  far  too  hard, 
the  necessity  for  the  hatchery  being  incontro¬ 
vertible  testimony  to  this.  But  when  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  how  effectively  the  cruives  and  the 
netting  in  the  river  have  all  along  been  the 
means  of  keeping  the  fish  from  getting  forward 
to  the  waters  of  the  other  proprietors  I  feel  in¬ 
clined  to  stigmatize  the  Spey  proprietors  as,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  a  lazy  lot,  wholly  lacking  in 
enterprise  and  carping  without  cause  about  a 
state  of  matters  which,  although  utterly  bad, 
they  have  all  along  never  been  without  the  power 
to  redress  by  means  of  negotiation  with  his 
Grace.  Last  year  it  was  reported  that  they  had 
employed  an  expert  to  consider  the  whole  matter 
in  all  its  bearings.  Fiddlesticks  !  This  expert’s 
name  never  appeared,  and  I  now  doubt  much 
if  actually  he  was  an  entity.  Theoretical 
humbugs  called  in  to  adjudicate  on  such 
matters  are  worse  than  useless.  They  often  give 
advice  which  is  unsound  and  leads  to  negotiations 
being  broken  off,  and  ihe  feeling  between  the 
parties  interested  accentuated.  What  the  Spey 


although  the  fish  caught  far  inland  would  most 
likely  not  command  a  great  market  price,  yet  the 
increase  of  their  numbers  from  the  Duke’s  netting 
in  the  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  river  being 
abandoned  might  prove  a  temptation  to  thpse 
possessing  the  rights,  to  net  oftener  than  they 
now  do,  and  thus  rob  the  river  and  the  other  pro¬ 
prietors  of  fish  which  would  spring  from  those 
early  and  summer  runners  that  would  spawn  in 
the  river  and  tributaries  high  up,  as  far,  and  even 
farther,  than  Loch  Inch,  of  which  we  give  an 
illustration  showing  this  expansion  of  the  river 
in  summer  at  the  hour  of  sunset. 


THE  DEAN  OF  WINCHESTER. 


Anglers  owe  so  much  to  the  kindness  of  the 
Very  Rev.  G.  W.  Kitchin,  Dean  of  Winchester, 
that  we  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  his  portrait. 
It  was  greatly  owing  to  the  assistance  given  by 
the  Dean  that  we  now  have  a  statue  of  Izaak 
Walton  in  the  great  screen,  and  a  memorial  tablet 
to  the  late  Francis  Francis.  It  is  also  not  long 
since  Dr.  Kitchin  received  a  deputation  of  anglers 
from  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  and  personally 
conducted  them  over  the  cathedral.  The  Editor 
of  the  Illustrated  Ohurch  News,  who  kindly  lends 
us  the  illustration,  says,  “There  was  a 
time  when  every  English  clergyman  was 
supposed  to  be  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman  ; 
the  two  are  combined  in  Dean  Kitchin  in 
their  highest  perfection  ....  No  one 
is  a  more  welcome  figure  in  Winchester, 
and  his  long  swinging  strides  as  he  takes 
his  daily  constitutional,  attract  the  notice, 
not  of  mere  curiosity,  but  of  universally 
expressed  friendly  feeling.’’  As  we  have 
already  acknowledged  more  than  once,  we 
can  bear  testimony  to  the  great  courtesy  of 
the  Dean  during  the  long  correspondence 
involved  in  the  Walton  statue  affair. 


THE  DEAN  OF  WINCHESTER. 

upper  and  middle  district  proprietors  ought  to 
do,  is  to  get  two  or  three  practical  men — having  an 
understanding  of  both  rod  and  net  fishing,  and  of 
the  habits  of  the  salmon — to  go  into  the  whole 
question  thoroughly  and  report  thereon.  No 
doubt  every  facility  would  be  granted  by  his 
Grace  for  proving  the  value  of  the  netting 
intended  to  be  bought  up.  To  have  the  cruives 
removed,  and  all  the  river  net  fishing  from  within 
a  mile  of  the  sea  bought  off,  and  security  also 
given  at  the  weekly  slap  by  the  Duke’s  netters 
and  lessees  along  the  coast  must  be  strictly 
observed ;  these,  I  think,  seem  the  principal 
points  to  be  bargained  for  between  his  Grace  and 
the  other  proprietors  in  order  to  secure  great  im¬ 
provement  in  the  angling  as  well  as  large  increase 
of  the  head  of  fish  native  to  the  river.  But 
arrangements  additional  to  the  bargain,  and 
beneficial  to  both  contracting  parties,  might  also 
be  made  for  the  erection  and  up  keep  of  hatcheries 
and  the  leasing  to  the  other  proprietors,  or  to 
anglers  from  a  distance  for  spring  and  summer 
angling,  of  the  many  miles  of  fishery  belonging  to 
his  Grace  from  which  the  netting  would  be  with¬ 
drawn. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  netting  rights  on  the 
Spey  farther  inland — very  far  inland,  indeed — and 
these  also  would  have  to  be  dealt  with,  for, 


The  Spey  Fishing  Rights  Case. — Judg¬ 
ment  in  this  case,  as  briefly  reported  in 
last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  was  pronounced 
on  Thursday  week  by  Lord  Kyllachy,  in 
the  Court  of  Session,  in  favour  of  the 
pursuer,  Mrs.  Kinloch  Grant,  of  Arndilly, 
&c. ;  the  defender,  Mr.  Henry,  exi-i-ema!', 
who  really  represented  the  public,  being 
interdicted  with  expenses.  The  whole  case 
seemed  to  rest  on  the  fact  of  whether  the 
navigability  o^a  river  makes  it  public,  and 
on  the  contention  of  the  defender  that  it 
was  immaterial  whether  the  river  was  tidal 
or  non-tidal  at  the  part  in  question.  As  it 
was  admitted  by  the  defence  that  the  river 
at  the  point  in  question  was  not  tidal,  His 
Lordship  said  it  was  hopeless  to  maintain 
the  latter  contention  as  there  had  been 
repeated  decisions  to  the  effect  that  “  fresh¬ 
water  rivers,  of  what  kind  soever,  do  of 
common  right  belong  to  the  owners  of  the 
soil  adjacent,’’  and  that  in  such  cases  the 
right  of  the  public  to  fish  had  been  negatived 
repeatedly.  As  to  its  navigability  from  Kingussie 
downwards,  it  was  not  denied,  but  this  fact,  the 
judge  said,  did  not  imply  that  the  river  is  public  ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  judges  of  the  House  of  Lords 
rule  that  the  only  public  rivers  are  those  which, 
being  both  tidal  and  navigable,  are  truly  parts  of 
the  sea,  and  in  which,  accordingly, as  in  the  sea,  the 
property  of  the  solum  is  in  tbe  Crown,  and  the 
right  to  fish  in  the  public.  Proof  was  therefore 
disallowed.  The  decision  naturally  aroused  con¬ 
siderable  popular  excitement  all  along  Speyside.. 
and  more  particularly  in  and  around  about 
Rothes,  which  is  near  the  point  in  dispute- 
The  Spey  case  was  in  many  respects  like 
those  test  cases  on  the  river  Thames,  in  which 
parties  representing  the  public,  or  claiming  to- 
do  so,  have  endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  fish¬ 
ing  rights  were  not  private,  but  every  case  has- 
gone  the  way  of  the  Spey  case,  and  confirmed  the 
rights  of  riparian  owners  on  non-tidal  waters. 
Fortunately,  in  Scotland,  riparian  owners  are,  as 
a  rule,  generous  in  giving  permission  for  brown 
trout  fishing. 

If  you  are  interested  in  Books 
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“  My  purpose  is  to  bestow  a  day  or  two  in  helping'  to 
destroy  some  of  those  villanous  vermin  :  for  I  hate  them 
perfectly,  because  they  love  fish  so  well.” — Izaak 
Walton. 


At  the  back  of  New  Mills,  Henley-on-Thames, 
is  a  little  stream  in  which  a  large  number  of 
trout  were  placed  last  year  by  the  Henley  Asso¬ 
ciation.  In  a  week’s  time  another  consignment 
of  fine  yearling  fario  trout  will  reach  Henley, 
and  about  half  of  these  fish  are  destined  for  the 
same  brook,  l)ut  a  dread  rumour  reaches  me  that 
the  brook  is  infested  with  an  otter  who  has  been 
known  to  have  one  or  possibly  more  trout  for  his 
breakfast.  Now,  however  much  it  may  be  de¬ 
sired  not  to  exterminate  the  otter  in  the  Thames 
valley,  the  presence  of  those  animals  so  cordially 
detested  by  worthy  Izaak  Walton  is  not  to  be 
tolerated  in  a  trout  stew,  and  I  hope  to  hear  soon 
that  the  creature  has  met  his  fate. 


If  I  had  fifteen  columns  to  fill  they  would  brim 
over  with  news  this  week,  for  the  Thames  Bye¬ 
laws  are  at  last  out  in  their  revised  form,  and 
the  riparian  members  of  the  board,  who  are  in 
great  dread  of  the  County  Council  of  London,  are 
starting  a  movement  in  the  up-river  towns  which 
I  believe  will  have  for  one  of  its  objects  the 
rousing  of  an  up-river  opposition  to  the  London 
County  Council  being  represented  on  the  board. 
Various  meetings  have  been  held,  the  most  im- 
])orlant  one  taking  place  at  Reading,  the  mayor, 
Mr.  Martin,  taking  the  chair.  In  opening  the 
meeting  Mr.  Martin  said  that  they  were  there 
to  form  a  Conservancy  Electors’  Association,  but 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  association  to  look 
after  public  as  well  as  riparian  interests,  and 
to  see  that  they  w^ere  not  overpowered  by  the 
London  members  of  the  board.  Sir  Gilbert 
East,  a  conservator  for  the  upper  river,  who  is 
also  riparian  owner,  then  made  a  long  speech,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  intimated  that  it  was 
the  riparian  owners  who  looked  after  the  interests 
of  the  public  on  the  upper  river,  while  the  London 
members  were  apt  to  vote  for  unnecessary  ex¬ 
penditure  !  He  rather  gave  the  meeting  to 
understand  that  London  bad  too  much  its  own 
■way  on  the  board,  his  argument  being  that  there¬ 
fore  it  was  very  undesirable  that  the  County 
( Council  should  be  represented,  as  will  be  proposed 
in  a  Bill  which  is  to  be  brought  in.  The  nominal 
objects  of  the  association,  Avhich  was  then  and 
there  formed,  is  to  place  on  the  register  of  voters 
all  those  persons  -who  are  entitled  to  votes  for 
the  up-river  conservators.  At  present,  there  are, 
I  believe,  only  between  seven  and  eight  hundred 
voters  on  the  list,  and  there  are  some  thousands 
of  persons  who  might  have  votes  if  they  liked. 
The  qualification  is  residence  within  five  miles  of 
the  river,  and  freehold  property  to  the  value  of 
iioO  per  annum  anywhere  in  Great  Britain,  or 
residence  anywhere,  and  freehold  property  to 
that  value  situated  within  five  miles  of  the  river. 


Numixallv,  as  I  have  said,  the  objects  of  the 
association  are  to  register  voters  and  to  look  after 
up-river  interests,  but  Sir  Gilbert  East  made  it 
clear  that  he  hopes  and  expects  that  the  voters 
which  the  association  will  register,  will  assist 
him  and  other  members  of  the  Riparian  Owners’ 
Association  in  keeping  the  London  County 
Council  off  the  board.  A  committee  of  thirty 
was  elected  at  the  Reading  meeting,  and  amono' 
those  nominated  and  elected  was  Mi-.  C.  H.  Cook, 
who,  I  venture  to  say,  will  retire  from  the 
position  if  he  finds  that  the  association  is  solely 
intended  to  prornote  private  interests  at  the 
expense  of  public  interests.  Very  likely  his  name 
was  proposed  by  some  one  at  the  meeting  who 
thought  that  his  presence  on  the  committee 
would  neutralise  the  strong  riparian  element. 


It  is  to  my  mind  of  the  first  importance  for  the 
popular  element  to  be  represented  on  the  board, 
and  London  and  country  anglers  alike  will  find 
their  interests  infinitely  better  looked  after  if  six 
or  seven  London  (’ounty  Councillors  become  con¬ 
servators.  It  is  only  in  theory  that  London  is 
over-represented  on  the  board.  It  is  quite 
evident  from  the  extraordinary  alterations  pro¬ 


posed  in  the  bye-laws  that  the  riparian  interests 
are  not  overpowered  by  London  interests.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  public  of  London  is  not  re¬ 
presented  at  all,  not  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word.  The  members  of  the  corporation  represent 
the  corporation,  and  there  are  representatives  of 
other  interests  such  as  the  Trinity  customs,  the 
owners  of  wharves  and  steamboats  below  bridge, 
the  Admiralty,  &c.,  &c.  These  gentlemen  (ex¬ 
cepting  always  the  members  of  the  corporation) 
may  not  think  it  their  duty  to  interfere  in  up-river 
matters.  However  that  may  be,  it  is  certain  that 
the  up-river  representatives,  who  unfortunately 
represent  only  one  class  of  up  river  people  (the 
riparian  owners),  have  had  things  very  much 
their  own  way  hitherto. 


If  the  association  to  which  I  have  referred 
shows  an  inclination  to  prevent  London  being 
properly  represented  on  the  board,  I  think  that 
the  London  anglers  would  be  well  advised  to  send 
in  a  monster  petition  to  parliament  setting  out 
that  they  desire  to  be  projierly  represented,  and 
I  also  venture  to  think  that  it  would  be  advisable 
to  approach  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of 
London  as  soon  as  possible,  relative  to  the  in¬ 
genuous  attempt  which  is  being  made  to  increase 
the  privileges  of  persona  claiming  private  fisheries 
on  the  upper  Thames.  There  are  some  members 
of  the  board  who  seem  almost  crazy  on  this 
question  of  netting  and  night-line  privileges,  and 
it  is  the  holy  belief  in  Trinity-square  that  the 
whole  of  the  upper  Thames  is  private  so  far  as 
fisheries  are  concerned.  If  the  whole  of  the 
river  is  private,  what  is  the  use  of  having  any 
bye-laws  for  the  use  of  the  public?  Will  the 
conservancy  answer  that  question? 


I  have  left  myself  little  space  to  refer  to  the 
bye-laws.  Notwithstanding  the  jubilant  para¬ 
graphs  which  have  been  going  the  rounds,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  as  regards  the  netting,  &c.,  by 
riparian  owners  and  others  claiming  private 
fisheries,  the  bye-law  on  the  subject  is  infinitely 
more  objectionable  than  it  was  before.  It  is  true 
that  words  have  been  put  in  which  indicate  the 
necessity  for  procuring  a  licence  before  hoop  and 
drag-nets  can  be  used,  and  the  mesh  of  those  nets 
must  be  the  size  mentioned  in  the  existing  bye¬ 
laws,  but  by  an  ingenious,  and,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  discreditable,  omission  of  the  latter  portion 
of  the  hye-law,  the  persons  owning  private 
fisheries  might  use  any  other  nets  than  those 
specified  without  licence,  and  of  any  mesh.  In 
fact,  they  would  not  be  touched  by  the  bye-laws 
at  all,  except  as  regards  fence  seasons,  the  sizes 
of  fish,  and  the  licence  for  the  two  special  kinds 
of  nets.  All  other  things  they  might  do. 
Taking  the  bye-laws  as  a  whole,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  board  has,  in  most  cases,  met  the  wishes 
of  anglers  wherever  those  wishes  did  not  clash 
with  the  wishes  of  the  riparian  members  of  the 
board,  but  that  in  all  other  respects  the  up-river 
or  riparian  representatives  have  had  things  all 
their  own  way,  even  to  the  backwaters,  all,  or 
many  of  them,  being  excluded  from  the  operation 
of  the  bye-laws.  It  would  be  far  better  for 
Thames  anglers  J;o  stick  to  the  old  bye-laws  than 
to  have  the  new  ones  with  all  their  alterations. 


The  British  Sea-Anglers’  Society  is  progress- 
ing.  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck  has  consented  to  be 
president,  and  subscriptions  are  flowing  in 
steadily.  The  headquarters  of  the  society  are  at 
(id.  Hay  market,  London,  not  166,  as  I  stated 
recently.  Templar. 


The  Axti-Svatcihxct  Regulatiox.s  in  the 
Border  Esk. — The  petition  of  1:10  anglers  against 
the  stringent  regulations  adopted  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Esk  .and  Liddle  Fisheries  Associa¬ 
tion,  was  considered  at  a  special  meeting,  held  at 
Langholm,  on  Tuesday.  The  new  rule,  limiting 
bait  fishing  to  the  period  between  June  1  and 
September  1,  was  relaxed  so  far  as  to  permit  this 
kind  of  fishing,  except  in  the  Esk  from  the  head 
of  Crannel  Holme  upwards,  in  which  bait  fishing 
may  be  practised  till  October  1.  In  other  respects 
the  demands  of  the  petitioners  were  rejected,  and 
a  resolution  was  passed  expressing  regret  that 
the  association  had  not  received  from  local 
anglers  that  amount  of  support  in  putting  a  stop  to 
the  unsportsmanlike  practice  of  snatching  salmon 
which  it  had  a  right  to  expect. 


ComsponUencE 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents i] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

THAMES  BYE-LAWS— SERIOUS 
ALTERATIONS. 

Sir, — In  most  minor  points  the  conservators 
have  met  the  wishes  of  the  Thames  Fishery 
Associations  and  anglers,  but  tlje  standard  size 
for  pike  remains  at  18in.,  the.fpnce  months  for 
coarse  fish  remain  unchanged,  the  proposed 
restrictions  on  fish  culture  are  still  inserted,  eel- 
basket  laying  is  still  prohibited  on  the  uppei- 
river,  the  backwaters  are  still  excluded  from  the 
operation  of  the  bye-laws,  no  restrictions  are 
placed  on  the  speed  of  launches  during  the  breed¬ 
ing  season,  and  the  clause  relating  to  privileges 
allowed  to  persons  claiming  private  fisheries,  is 
infinitely  more  opposed  to  the  interests  of  fishery 
preservation  than  the  one  to  which  so  much 
objection  was  taken.  What  is  given  with  one 
hand  is  more  than  taken  away  with  the  other. 
Certain  w-ords  have  been  inserted,  requiring 
a  licence  to  be  obtained  before  hoop  and  drag-nets 
may  be  used,  but  by  an  alteration  of  the  latter 
portion  of  the  bye-law,  enormously  increased 
privileges  are  proposed  to  be  conferred  on  anyone 
claiming  a  private  fishery.  The  effect  would  be, 
that  any  other  nets  whatever,  and  any  apparatus, 
could  be  used  for  killing  fish,  so  long  as  the  fence 
seasons,  and  the  rules  as  to  not  killing  under¬ 
sized  fish  were  observed.  Dangerous  privileges, 
these,  to  be  conferred  on  any  person  owning  a 
few  yards  of  liver  frontage,  who  likes  to  set  up  a 
claim  to  a  private  fishery. 

To  make  the  matter  quite  cle.ar,  I  will  point 
out  what  these  persons  might  do  if  the  pro])osed 
bye-law  were  passed  by  the  Privy  Council,  and 
what  they  might  not  do. 

Persons  Claiming  Private  Fisheries  Might 
Not 

1.  Take  fish  in  the  fence  months. 

‘2.  Kill  undersized  fish. 

3.  Use  hoop-nets  of  greater  length  than  six 
yards,  and  drag-nets  of  any  length,  and  with  a 
mesh  not  less  than  8in.,  without  first  obtaining  the 
licence  of  the  conservators. 

Persons  Claiming  Private  Fisheries  Might 
Legally 

1.  Usetvithout  licence  any  kind  of  flue-net,  cast- 
net,  etc.  (hoop  and  drag-net  excepted),  of  any 
length  or  size,  and  of  the  smallest  mesh.  They 
might  even,  were  they  so  disposed,  take  a  huge 
beam-trawl  net  down  any  of  the  reaches  behind  a 
steamer. 

2.  Lay  night-lines  of  unlimited  length,  and 
baited  with  any  kind  of  bait. 

3.  Set  an  unlimited  number  of  trimmers. 

4.  Trail,  and  fish  with  gorge  bait,  two  methods 
which  anglers  will  be  forbidden  to  follow. 

b.  Foulhook  or  snatch  fish. 

6.  Catch  fish  in  any  way  whatever,  however 
injurious  to  the  fishery,  subject  to  the  few 
exceptions  mentioned,  and  not  prohibited  by  the 
criminal  law. 

7.  Give  a  thousand  or  more  persons  permission 
to  do  any  of  these  things. 

These  alarming  and  extensive  alterations  in  the 
present  fishery  bye-laws  are  simply  brought  about 
by  the  omission  of  the  words  commencing,  “  any 
of  the  following  things,”  which  are  found  in  the 
existing  bye-law  14,  and  in  bye-laiv  32  of  the  first 
draft  of  the  proposed  bye-laws. 

I  will  freely  give  all  information  in  my  power, 
and  assist  Thames  anglers  in  opposing  before  the 
Privy  Council  so  many  of  the  bye-laws  as  are 
likely  to  injuriously  affect  the  public  and  private 
fisheries  alike  of  the  Thames.  Persons  interested 
should  carefully  study  Secs.  65  and  67  of  the 
Thames  Act  of  1864.  By  a  later  Act  (1866)  they 
apply  to  the  upper  river.— Yours  faithfully. 

South  Stoke,  Goring,  Oxon.  C.  H.  Cook. 


SIZE  OF  PORPOISE  WANTED. 

Sir,  Will  you  kindly  inform  me  through 
the  columns  of  your  next  week’s  paper,  the 
size  and  weight  of  the  largest  'porpoise  ever 
caught  on  the  \orlishire  coast,  and  oblige,  yours 

^  J.'^H. 


Februaet  26,  1893] 
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KIYER-KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  following  additional  subscriptions : — 

I  Sir  J.  Whittaker  Ellis,  Bart.,  Mr.  J.  Bigwood, 
M.P.,  Mr.  G.  H.  Harrison,  J.P.,  Capt.  H.  B. 
Scrivener,  Mr.  Andrew  Pears,  C.A.,  Messrs. 
H.  L.  W.  Godwin,  T.  Plews,  C.  Earlow  &  Co., 
W.  E.  Edwards,  R.  S.  Fennings,  George  Newson, 
W.  A.  Hening,  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  A.  P.  Keeling, 
A.  J.  Emms,  J.  T.  Davenport,  J.  R.  Berry,  T. 
Crumplen,  W.  G.  Fletcher,  C.  H.  Woodall,  and 
J.  C.  Condery  &  Co.  Also  from  the  following 
angling  societies: — Central  Association,  The 
Piscatorial  Society,  Westbourne  Park,  New 
Albion  Piscatorials,  Alma,  Athenaium,  Anchor 
and  Hope,  Silver  Trout,  and  the  United  Brothers. 

There  has  not  been  that  general  response  I 
should  so  much  have  desired,  and  I  am  afraid 
the  extra  gifts  for  the  wives  and  families  in  the 
shape  of  tea,  &c.,  will  otherwise  have  to  be 
abandoned.  It  is  only  once  a  year  I  appeal  to 
the  general  body  of  anglers,  who  in  no  other  way 
support  the  society,  and  I  yet  hope  they  will  not 
forget  the  river-keepers. — Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Brougham. 

11,  Pownall-gardens,  Hounslow. 


MORTALITY  AMONG  DACE  IN  A  POND. 

Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  would  tell  me  the  probable  cause 
of  some  dace  placed  in  a  pond  dying. 

The  dace  were  put  into  the  pond  on  Dec.  1  last, 
and  appeared  lively  and  in  good  condition.  There 
has  been  a  small  but  continuous  flow  of  fresh 
water  through  the  pond  ever  since  the  fish  were 
placed  in — in  fact,  the  flow  only  ceases  in  very 
dry  weather ;  the  water  is  perfectly  clear  and 


good.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  green  weed.  Only 
the  large  well-grown  fish  have  hitherto  died.  I 
notice  a  fish  gets  white  patches  on  the  back, 
separates  itself  from  the  rest,  and  swims  about 
alone  for  a  few  days,  and  is  then  found  dead. 
About  a  dozen  out  of  fifty  have  so  died  since 
Dec.  1.  Do  the  white  patches  indicate  disease  ? 
Is  there  anything  I  could  give  them  likely  to  be 
beneficial  ?  There  are  no  other  fish  in  pond — 
plenty  of  frogs.  Dace. 

[We  fear  there  is  no  doubt  the  fish  are  attacked 
by  fungus  similar  to  the  saprolegnia  ferax,  which 
is  so  fatal  to  salmon.  Fungus  is  a  very  difficult 
disease  to  eradicate,  but  we  believe  some  pisci¬ 
culturists  have  found  benefit  from  putting 
freshly-dug  garden  mould  into  ponds  where  the 
fish  have  been  attacked  by  it,  also  that  salt 
rubbed  on  the  part  attacked  by  the  fungus  kills 
it ;  it  should  be  done  quickly,  while  the  fish  are 
held  in  a  wet  cloth.  When  the  fungus  attacks 
the  gills  it  is  fatal.  We  have  never  tried  it,  but 
should  think  a  lump  of  rock  salt  would  be  a  good 
thing  in  a  pond  infested  with  fungus  germs,  of 
course  not  too  much. — Eu.] 


MR.  RICHARDSON’S  STEEL  TRACES. 

Dear  Sir, — -With  reference  to  the  above,  I 
shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  will  say  how 
they  have  found  wire  traces  answer  when 
casting  from  a  quick  or  other  reel  ?  I  have 
used  them  behind  a  boat  on  the  large  Irish  lakes, 
and  have  found  them  fairly  good,  but  neither 
Foster’s  “  Invisible  annealed  steel  fibre  ”  or 
Norwood’s  “  steel  wire  traces  ”  pi’oved  satisfac¬ 
tory  when  casting  from  the  reel.  I  found  the 
stiffness  an  objection,  and  a  hindrance  to  casting 
a  long  line. — Yours  truly,  A.  D.  C. 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  LOWER  ITCHEN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  last  Saturday’s  Fishing  Gazette 
there  was  a  note  on  “  Grayling  in  the  Itchen,” 
signed  “  Civis,”  in  the  Field.  My  experience 
does  not  quite  agree  with  “  Civis’s.”  The  gray¬ 
ling  have  worked  right  down  until  the  tidal 
water  is  reached  at  South  Stoneham.  I  have 
seen  one  of  these  fish  taken  by  the  net  out  of  the 
salmon  pool  there,  and  they  are  frequently 
caught  just  above  Woodmill,  especially  by  roach 
anglers  using  gentles.  “  Civis  ”  seems  to  mark 
their  downward  limit  as  somewhere  about  the 
Nine  Arches,  as  he  says — “  the  grayling  are  to  be 
found  all  the  way  from  the  hatch  above  Twyford 
Church  down  to  about  half-a-mile  or  so  below  the 
road,  crossing  the  meadows  at  Bishopstoko.” 
And  again,  he  says,  “  They  have  not  gone  down 
to  South  Stoneham.” 

I  think  it  is  neai’ly  ten  years  ago  when  I  saw 
the  grayling  taken  from  the  salmon  pool. 

I  have  an  idea  that  some  were  put  in  where 
they  first  appear  in  the  river,  and  that  they  have 
not  worked  up  to  that  point.  Careful  enquiries 
should  be  made  on  this  interesting  subject. 

Apologising  for  sending  this  slight  correction, 
1  am,  yours  faithfully,  Cuayton  R.  Leslie. 


The  Ellon  Castle  water,  Aberdeenshire,  adver¬ 
tised  in  our  columns,  is  purely  a  sea-trout  fishery, 
but,  as  such,  there  are  few  spots  to  beat  it  under 
anything  like  fair  angling  conditions.  A  mode¬ 
rate  rent  is  being  asked,  with  use  of  boat  and 
attendance.  A  spring  salmon  or  two  may  occa¬ 
sionally  be  got,  but  this  inducement  is  not  held 
out,  and  is  specially  guarded  against.  Inquirers 
may  confidently  dejDend  on  getting  the  best  and 
most  reliable  information  from  Mr.  McDonald. 


MODERN  METHODS  OF  FISHERY  PRESERVATION. 


THE  THAMES  ACT  OF  1861. 
Sec.  67. 

Which  Shom^s  the  Exte\t  oe 
Private  Rights  m'hich  mere  to  he 
Reserved. 

“  This  Act  or  any  power  conferred 
by  this  Act,  or  any  bye-law  made  or 
other  thing  done  under  such  power, 
except  any  bye-law  made  for  any  of 
the  purposes  following,  that  is  to  say, 
for  the  preservation  of  fish  in  the 
River  Thames,  for  the  prohibition 
of  nets  and  apparatus  to  be  used 
for  taking  fish,  and  for  determining 
the  times  during  which  the  taking 
of  any  particular  or  specified  kinds 
of  fish  shall  not  be  practised,  and 
except  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
relative  to  the  powers  and  duties  of 
water  bailiffs  and  other  officers  of  the 
conservators,  shall  not  extend  to  take 
away,  alter,  or  abridge  any  right, 
claim,  privilege,  franchise,  exemp¬ 
tion,  or  immunity  to  which  any 
owner  or  occupier  of  any  private 
fishery  in  the  River  Thames  is  en¬ 
titled,  or  to  empower  the  conser¬ 
vators  to  interfere  with  the  exercise 
of  the  rights  of  such  owner  or 
occupier,  but  the  same  shall  remain 
and  continue  as  if  this  Act  had  never 
been  made.” 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Act 
reserves  no  netting  rights,  but  ex¬ 
pressly  indicates  that  the  bye-laws 
relative  to  the  prohibition  of  nets 
and  apparatus  should  extend  to 
private  owners  as  much  as  to  the 
public.  The  clause  does  not  mean  that 
private  owners  were  to  have  special 
privileges,  but  that  nothing  in  the 
Act  or  in  the  bye-laws  should  deprive 
them  of  their  fisheries.  The  bye-laws 
were  of  course  to  be  made  for  the 
benefit  of  all.  The  existing  bye-law 
does  not  seem  to  be  warranted  by 
the  Act,  and  still  less  so  the  bye-law 
which  is  proposed,*  by  which  the 
already  large  privileges  would  be 
considerably  extended. 


THE  OLD  AND  STILL  EXIST¬ 
ING  BYE-LAW. 

“  Nothing  in  these  bye-laws,  except 
the  provisions  relative  to  the  fence 
season,  shall  take  away  or  abridge 
the  right,  if  any,  of  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  a  private  fishery,  or  any 
person  having  authority  in  writing 
from  any  such  owner  or  occupier  to 
do  any  of  the  folloiving  things  within 
the  limits  of  such  private  fishery 
only  :  that  is  to  fish  for,  or  to  take  or 
attempt  to  take  fish  and  eels  by 
means  of  nets,  commonly  called  cast- 
nets  and  crayfish-nets,  or  by  grig  or 
ground  wheels  for  eels,  or  by  night- 
lines,  or  by  means  of  eels  bucks  or 
stages,  so  far  only  as  the  same  or 
any  of  them  can  be  legally  used  irres¬ 
pective  of  these  bye-laws.  Provided 
that  on  a  special  licence  being  obtained 
from  the  conservators  in  writing, 
under  their  common  seal  and  not  other¬ 
wise,  such  owners  or  occupiers  or 
persons  having  authority  as  afore¬ 
said,  may  in  such  private  fishery  only 
take  fish  by  means  of  a  net  com¬ 
monly  called  a  hoop-net,  having  a 
mesh  of  not  less  than  two  inches  from, 
knot  to  knot  when  wet,  or  eight  inches 
all  round,  and  not  being  more  than 
six  yards  long,  or  by  means  of  a  net 
commonly  called  a  drag-net,  and 
having  a  mesh  of  not  less  than  two 
inches  from  knot  to  knot  when  wet, 
or  eight  inches  all  round.” 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  privi¬ 
leges  given  to  persons  claiming  pri¬ 
vate  fisheries  are  limited  to  certain 
specified  things,  and  that  a  licence 
must  be  obtained  for  hoop  and 
drag-nets.  (Note  the  words  we  have 
italicised.) 


PROPOSED  NEW  BYE-LAW. 

(First  Edition.) 

“  Nothing  in  these  bye-laws,  except 
the  provisions  relative  to  the  close 
seasons,  and  the  sizes  of  fish,  shall 
take  away  or  abridge  the  right  of  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  a  private 
fishery,  or  any  person  having 
authority  in  writing  from  such 
owner  or  occupier,  to  do  any  of  the 
following  things  within  the  limits  of 
such  private  fishery,  so  far  as  the 
same  or  any  of  them  can  be  legally 
done  irrespective  of  these  bye-laws, 
that  is,  to  fish  for  or  attempt  to  take 
fish  or  eels  by  means  of  nets  com¬ 
monly  called  cast-nets  and  crayfish 
nets,  or  by  grig  or  ground  wheels  for 
eels,  or  by  night-lines,  or  by  means  of 
eel-bucks  or  stages,  or  by  means  of  a 
net  commonly  called  a  hoop -net, 
having  a  mesh  of  not  less  than  one- 
and-a-inch  from  knot  to  knot  w'hen 
wet,  or  six  inches  all  round,  and  not 
being  more  than  six  yards  long,  or  by 
means  of  a  net  commonly  called  a 
drag-net  and  having  a  mesh  of  not 
less  than  one-and-a-half  inches  from 
knot  to  knot  tvhen  wet,  or  six  inches 
all  round.” 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  this  pro¬ 
posed  bye-law,  the  licence  for  nets  is 
altogether  done  away  with,  and  the 
nets  would  be  allowed  of  smaller 
mesh  than  is  at  present  legal.  There 
is  no  limit  to  the  length  of  the  drag¬ 
net,  and  by  another  bye-law  read 
with  this,  fishery  claimants  might 
use  night-lines  in  the  fence  months. 
The  doing  away  with  the  licence 
would  lead  hundreds  of  people  to  net, 
and  netting  inducements  would  be 
greatly  increased  by  the  alteration  of 
the  mesh.  The  proposal  to  bind  the 
fishery  claimants  by  the  rule  as  to 
the  sizes  of  fish  is  new  and  good.  In 
consequence  of  the  outcry  these  pro¬ 
posals  naturally  raised,  this  bye-law 
has  been  withdrawn  in  favour  of  the 
next  one. 


PROPOSED  NEW  BYE-LAW. 

(Second  and  Latest  Edition.) 

“  Nothing  in  these  bye-laws,  except 
the  provisions  relative  to  the  fence 
season  and  to  the  sizes  of  fish,  shall 
take  away  or  abridge  the  right  of  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  a  private 
fishery,  or  any  person  having  autho¬ 
rity  in  Meriting  from  such  owner  or 
occupier,  to  do  within  the  limits  of 
such  private  fishery,  any  things 
which  can  be  legally  done  irrespective 
of  these  bye  -  laws,  and  with  the 
special  licence  of  the  conservators  in 
writing,  under  their  common  seal, 
but  not  otherwise,  to  take  fish  in  such 
private  fishery  by  means  of  a  net 
commonly  called  a  hoop-net,  having 
a  mesh  of  not  less  than  two  inches 
from  knot  to  knot  when  wet,  or  eight 
inches  all  round,  and  not  being  more 
than  six  yards  long,  or  by  means  of 
a  net  commonly  called  a  drag-net, 
and  having  a  mesh  of  not  less  than 
two  inches  from  knot  to  knot  wdien 
wet,  or  eight  inches  all  round.” 

To  please  their  critics  among  the 
anglers,  the  conservators  here  re¬ 
introduce  the  words  relating  to  the 
licence,  and  alter  the  mesh  back  to 
the  old  size.  So  far  so  good.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  instead  of  following  the 
existing  bye-law,  and  the  new  bye¬ 
law  as  at  first  proposed,  in  setting 
out  the  exact  privileges  of  the  owner 
of  a  private  fishery,  they  now  say 
that,  subject  to  the  fence  months  and 
sizes  of  fish  rules,  the  person  claiming 
a  private  fishery  may  do  anything 
which  he  could  have  done  if  there 
had  been  no  bye-laws.  This  is  to 
say,  he  can  use  nets  (hoop  and  drag¬ 
nets  excepted)  of  any  size,  shape, 
form,  or  mesh ;  is  not  bound  by  any 
of  the  restrictions  which  are  judi¬ 
ciously  placed  on  the  angling  public, 
and  in  fact  has  it  in  his  power  to 
absolutely  ruin  the  Thames  fisheries. 
No  one  but  themselves  can  say  what 
the  conservators  intended,  but  w'e  have 
correctly  stated  what  will  be  the  effect 
of  the  bye-law  if  by  any  misfortune  it 
should  pass  the  Privy  Council. 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 

\  KSTEKDAY  (Friday)  the  Thames  was  bank-high  and 
as  thick  as  mad.  There  was  a  very  strong  stream  on. 

Some  capital  roach  from  the  Thames  found  their  way 
to^  Southwark-street  again  on  the  19th  inst.  in  connection 
with  the  silver  cup  competition.  There  was  a  large 
gathering  of  angler.s  at  the  Imperial  to  see  the  weigh-in 
I  understand  Mr.  Biggs  still  leads. 

‘■‘Woolwich  Angler”  writes  Thanks  for  the 
trouble  you  liave  taken  in  trying  to  find  my  wrap.  I 
wrote  to  the  local  stationmaster  about  it.  but  it  has  not 
been  seen.  The  eggs  reached  home  safely.  I  tried  the 
bait  you  recommended,  last  Wednesday,  with  great 
success  ;  result,  101b,  SJoz.  of  roach.” 

They  liked  it  then  ?  I  thought  they  would.  Thanks  ; 
when  I  am  out  for  a  constitutional  that  way  I  shall  be 
only  too  pleased  to  call  in  and  see  my  Woolwich  brothers 
at  the  Green  Man,  Plumstead. 


An  evening  contemporary  lately  announced  that  ‘‘  a 
tolerably  good  quantity  ”  of  dace  had  been  caught  from 
Deal  Pier.  It  is  a  deal  more  likely  that  they  were 
dabs. 

The  London  anglers  have  had  some  grand  privileges 
granted  them  by  the  Great  Eastern  Eailway  over  their 
Cambridge  and  St.  Ives  lines.  I  am  informed  that  the 
conipany  have  added  seventeen  new  stations  to  the 
priviLge  ticket  list.  This  is  indeed  a  concession,  and 
the  London  anglers  thank  the  G.E.R.  very  much. 

The  Kimberley  Angling  Society  at  Dalston  has 
decided  to  incorporate  a  Gun  Club  with  it.  This  is  a 
decided  innovation  in  piscatorial  circles. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Promoting  the 
Beading  of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs,  held  on  Friday 
uigbt  at  the  Citizen,  Houndsditch,  four  new  members 
were  elected.  The  Hounsfield  Otters  applied  for  a 
]>aper.  Mr.  McDermott  presided. 

A  CouxTY  Councillor  and  an  an?Ier— Mr.  Walter 
Emden-  took  the  chair  on  Monday  night  at  the  annual 
reunion  of  the  Central  Association  of  London  Anglers, 
and  in  a  capital  speech  assured  those  present  that  the 
authorities  at  Spring  Gardens  had  their  interests 
thoroughly  at  heart.  The  vice-chairmen  were  Messrs. 
C.  A.  Mcdcalf  and  J.  Kelly,  and  throughout  the  evening 
tho  room  was  crowded.  Au  excelleut  programme  had 
been  arranged  by  Mr.  Wade,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
audience  was  maintained  until  tho  last  song  of  the 
evening.  At  midnight  ”  Auld  Lang  Syne  ”  was  sung, 
and  the  amdience  di-per.?ed,  feeling,  I  am  sure,  “  that 
this  night  s  company  and  song  bad  made  them  more  and 
more  in  love  with  angling.’*  The  reunion  was  of  the 
most  happy  character,  and  was  attoudocl  by  many  well- 
known  anglers. 

Association  on  Monday  night  voted 
aI  Is.  towards  Ibe  annual  river-keepers’  dinner,  which 
m  again  being  organized  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  of 
the  l.A.P.S. 

Rome  nioo  dishes  of  fish  were  weighed  in  at  the  Silver 
Trout  Club  on  the  19th  inst.  Mr.  Smalls  headed  the 
hst  with  151b.  of  roach,  Mr.  Fletcher  followed  with  71b., 
iV.  r.  Duckworth  scaled  a  roach  of  11b.  6^oz.  and  six  dace 
going  21b.,  from  the  Thames,  and  Mr.  Curtice  brought  in 
a  5Jlb.  pike.  Last  Tuesday  a  paper  was  read  at  the 
“  u  ^  Hoyle  upon  “  Trout  and  Trout  Fishing,” 

when  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  and  I 
bad  the  pleasure  of  being  introduced  to  the  “  Pelican,” 
otherwise  Mr.  Bradshaw,  the  hard-working  secretary  of 
the  cluK  whose  reports  appear  in  the  Gazette  each  week, 
Mr.  O.  R.  Mason  took  the  chair,  and  was  supported  on 
either  side  by  Mr.  Hoyle  and  Mr.  J.  Kelly,  of  carp  fame. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan,  the  ubiquitous  member  of  the 
long  name  society,”  was  there,  in  spite  of  a  bad  cold, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  addressed  the  members 
on  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  society.  Mr.  Hoyle’s 
paper  was  both  entertaining  and  instructive,  and  the 
bilver  Trouts  accorded  him  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  at  its  conclusion.  He  also  exhibited  a  number 
of  trout,  dace,  and  grayling  flies,  and  fly  rods,  and  gave 
particulars  bow  to  tfe  a  fly.  I  should  add  that  Mr. 
Fletcher  occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  invited  Mr.  Hoyle 
to  read  another  paper  at  the  club  on  a  later  date  having 
reference  to  fly-tying.  During  the  evening  some  ex¬ 
cellent  songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  Offord,  Pettitt, 
Wright,  &c..  added  to  which  Messrs.  Williams,  Eskart, 
Loster.  and  Lovejoy  contributed  a  string  and  pianoforte 
quartette,  which  was  much  applauded,  and  Mr.  Haynes 
added  to  the  amusement  and  entertainment  of  tho.se 
present  with  a  series  of  political  and  other  ‘‘  lightning” 
cartoons. 

Eext  Tuesdaj’,  as  I  have  already  annoniioed,  is  Mr. 
McDermott  s  day  for  visiting  onr  angling  friends  at 
Tonbridge  to  read  his  paper  ‘‘Roach  and  Roach  Fish¬ 
ing.  The  time-table  is  as  follows  : — 

Leaves  Arrives 

Cannon-street.  Tonbridge  Junction. 

P  ra .  T.‘2  t  p.m. 

I’f  »  .  7.:r.  „ 

,  Leaves  Arrives 

Tonbridge.  Cannon-street. 

10- 10  .  about  11.20 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


As  I  write  it  is  pouring  in  torrents,  with  every  pros¬ 
pect  of  more  to  follow,  and  I  have  just  received  a  letter 
informing  me  that  I  am  down  to  act  as  a  kind  of  referee 
to-morrow  (Thursday)  at  a  punt-fishing  match  on  the 
Thames  at  Staines.  The  last  occasion  I  convoyed  a 
party  of  anglers  up  the  river,  I,  desirous  of  pleasing 
everyone,  innocently  allowed,  after  partners  had  been 
drawn  for,  a  gentleman  to  change  places  with  a  brother 
angler,  in  a  punt  provided  with  the  necessaries  of  the 
day,  because  he  bad  left  his  steak-pie  at  home,  and 
wished  to  assist  in  the  consumption  of  a  chicken  the 
other  angler  had  allowed  to  peep  oat  of  his  fishing  bas¬ 
ket.  For  this  error  I  was  censured  at  the  club-house  in 
the  evening.  Now  there  is  a  prospect  of  another  cen¬ 
sure,  and  n  soaking  into  the  bargain.  I  would  rather  be 
a  football  ”  ref.” 
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The  meeting  of  the  Anglers’  Association  at  the 
Foresters  Hall,  on  Monday  night,  was  attended  by  the 
representatives  of  between  fifty  and  sixty  clubs.  Tho 
principal  business  of  the  evening  was  the  reception  of 
the  report  of  the  deputation  which  had  recently  waited 
upon  the  Thames  Conservancy  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
new  fishery  bye-laws  for  the  Thames.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close, 
in  response  to  a  request  from  the  chairman  (Sir.  SV.  h’. 
Beckett,  'V.  P.),told  hoiv  courteously  the  conservator.s 
had  received  them,  and  said  the  deputation  had  secured 
the  enforcement  of  the  riparian  owner’s  netting  licence, 
which  it  had  been  proposed  to  abolish,  and  the  con¬ 
servators  had  promised  not  to  increase  the  size  of  mesh  ; 
chub  were  to  be  eliminated  from  the  live-bait  list ;  set¬ 
ting  night-lines  for  eels,  except  where  private  fishery 
rights  were  distinctly  defined,  would  he  illegal  ;  the 
gaff  is  to  be  permitted  ;  night  fishing  allowed,  and  rod 
and  lino  fishing  permitted  below  London  Bridge.  In 
regard  to  the  steam  launch  nuisance,  the  hoard  promised 
to  prosecute  whenever  any  damage  to  boats,  moorings, 
(tc.,  was  caused,  and  no  doubt,  in  the  coming  summer — 
now  the  anglers  have  received  this  official  assurance- 
some  of  the  pranks  carried  on  by  the  water-flyers  will  be 
put  an  end  to.  Concerning  tho  sizes  of  fish,  'it  appeared 
the  Anglers’  Association  wished  for  an  all-round  increase, 
but  the  deputation  learned  that  another  association— the 
Central  Assooiation — had  advocated  the  old  standard,  on 
a  prior  occasion. 


Mr.  Close  said:  We  were  mot  with  the  remark  that 
another  association  of  anglers  had  been  before  us  and 
represented  that  the  proposed  bye-laws,  as  now  issued, 
met  with  their  entire  satisfaction.  It  then  became  the 
duty  of  our  spokesman  to  inform  the  conservators  that 
wo  were  tho  strongest  body  of  anglers,  and  numbered, 
roughly,  4,000,  as  against  the  other  associat’o-i,  which 
could  not  at  the  most  number  over  1,500.  1  tliiiik  the 

spokesman’s  remarks  created  some  surprise  to  the  con¬ 
servators,  who  were  not  prepared  to  find  Hiat  we  were 
so  strong  and  influential  a  body.  I  am  extremely  sorry 
a  differenoe  of  opinion  should  have  c  -opped  n|),  for  it 
has  been  the  great  stumbling  block  to  our  getting  au 
inorea.sed  standard.  I  think  it  is  a  very  great  pity  that 
the  two  a«sooiation.s  cannot  work  togeliier  amicabiy  and 
so  get  an  increased  and  better  size  of  fish.  (Hear,  hear.) 
The  conservator.s  promised  to  reconsi.ioc  the  sizo.s  of 
two  fish,  recommended  by  tho  Anglers’  Association- 
one  the  jack  of  22  inches,  the  other  the  roach  of  8  inches. 

Another  of  the  deputation— Mr.  E.  IMiirphy— re¬ 
marked  ;  I  was  very  much  struck  -in  fact,  I  was 
astounded — when  the  chairman  of  the  board  said  they 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  other  assooiation  showing 
how  satisfied  they  were  with  tho  existing  bye-laws. 
We  had  had  a  meeting  here  sometime  before— the  two 
committees  met  here  in  this  room — and  we  each  had  our 
plans  and  sizes,  and  they  fell  in  with  ours  and  wo  fell  in 
ivith  theirs,  except  in  the  case  of  one  fish,  and  that  was 
the  roach.  They  wanted  a  7in.  roach,  we  wanted  an  8in. 
roach.  I  call  it  a  very  unhandsome  manner  in  which 
to  treat  another  association.  I  think  tho  least  they 
could  have  done  after  they  had  come  to  a  decision 
was  to  have  ^  written  and  told  us  their  final  views, 
instead  of  which  it  was  left  entirely  until  wa  came 
before  the  Thames  Conservancy,  and  the  result  was 
that  we  had  to  follow  another  association  opposing 
ns  in  our  very  actions  to  do  that  which  was  right  for  the 
general  body  of  anglers.  I  do  think — I  cannot  express 
my  feelings  in  the  language  it  deserves — that  they  have 
acted  in  a  most  treacherous  manner  to  us  (Hear,  hear.) 
But  I  think  we  have  carried  our  points,  and  that  the 
onus  will  rest  with  them.  It  is  most  monstrous  that 
great  advantages  should  be  thrown  overboird  for,  I 
cannot  help  calling  it  so,  the  aggrandizement  of  a  few 
of  che  Central  Association.  (Applause.) 

The  chairman  said  :  I  agree  with  what  Mr.  Murphy 
says  with  regard  to  the  Central  Association  going  behind 
our  backs  and  making  representations  which  don’t  tally 
with  our  views.  Mr.  Ghiirney  (secretary),  in  reply  to 
another  gentleman  who  waited  upon 
the  board,  said  they  had  not  heard  from  the  Central 
Association.  Mr.  Parker  :  If  they  agreed  to  our  terms, 
beyond  all  doubt  they  should  have  written  to  us.  The 
matter  then  dropped,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  tbanki  was 
afterwards  passed  to  the  members  of  the  deputation  for 
their  services. 

In  regard  to  the  statement  that  the  Central  .\.ssocia- 
tion  had  been  to  the  board  before  the  Anglers’  Associa¬ 
tion,  I  believe  that  is  incorrect.  The  C.A  wrote  to  the 
board,  and  went  before  them  as  a  deputation  just  a  week 
Mter  the  Forester’s  Hall  Committee  had  visited  Tower 
Hill  1  understand  they  were  of  tho  same  opinion  as  the 
Anglers  Association  as  regards  the  netting  licence,  the  . 
size  of  net  mesh,  and  the  use  of  the  gaff,  but  they  went  for 


the  old  standard  except  in  the  case  of  pike.  It  is  said 
they  were  willing  to  have  a  20in.  fish.  As  regards  the 
roach,  the  members  dealaro  it  is  now  getting  more  diffi¬ 
cult  than  ever  to  get  decent  takes  of  these  fish  from  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  they  aver  that  if  individual 
opinion  was  taken  in  the  London  angling  clubs  they 
would  stick  to  a  7in.  fish.  “  How  many  clnbs,”  said  Mr. 
Wade,  the  secretary  of  the  C.A.,  to  me  the  other  day, 
have  raised  their  standard.'  Not  more  than  ten.”  I 
pointed  out  that  the  matter  of  increasing  the  size  of  fish, 
as  far  as  the  Anglers'  Association  was  concerned,  had 
been  discussed  at  the  clubs  when  tho  new  bye-law-s  weie 
proposed,  and  that  they  appointed  delegates  who  voted, 
not  unanimously,  but  in  a  majority,  for  the  increased 
sizes.  ‘‘  Well,”  said  Mr.  Wade,  “  ive  shall  stick  to  our 
views,  and  yon  can  depend  upon  it  the  Anglers’  Associa¬ 
tion  will  never  get  their  8in.  roach.”  Goosequill. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLING 
CLUBS. 

The  members  of  this  flourishing  association  gathered 
together  in  large  numbers  at  their  headquarters,  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C.,  on  Jlonday 
last,  the  ocoasion  being*  the  annual  re-union  ani  smoking 
concert.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Walter 
Emden,  of  the  County  Councillor.s  for  the  Strand 
division,  who  carried  out  ihe  duties  admirably,  and  won 
golden  opinions  from  all  present.  In  his  opening- 
remarks,  he  alluded  to  the  generous  spirit  in  which  the 
London  County  Council  had  taken  up  all  questions 
relating  to  the  health  and  recreation  of  the  people,  and 
assured  his  hearers  that  if  at  any  time  it  was  possible  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  London  anglers,  he  would 
gladly  render  any  service  in  his  power. 

respected  secretary  of  the 
l.A.P.S.,  was  also  present,  and  offered  a  few  remarks 
of  a  general  character,  thanking  the  association  for  tho 
great  interest  they  had  always  taken  in  river  preserva¬ 
tion.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  ably  occupied  the  post  of  vice- 
chairman.  An  excellent  programme  had  been  arrano-ed, 
and  was  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary 
Mr,  W^ade,  and  it  was  apparent  by  the  very  hearty 
reception  given  to  all  the  artistes,  that  their  talented 
services  were  greatly  appreciated.  iVhere  all  excelled, 
it  may  seem  invidious  to  mention  names,  but  a  special 
word  of  praise  is  due  to  Mr.  James  Husk,  Mr.  Arthur 
Court,  Mr.  B.  Butler,  Mr.  Symes,  and  to  the  many 
friends  of  Mr.  T.  Goodwins.  Mr.  A.  Soar,  of  the  Izaak 
Walton  Angling  Society,  efficiently  presided  at  tho 
piano.  Mr.  Ihos.  Crumpleii  proposed  a  very  heaity 
lote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  his  able  conduct  in 
the  chair,  to  which  the  audience  responded  with  musical 
honoiir.a. 

^  Mr.  Emden  replied  in  a  few  woll-ohoson  words,  thank- 
lug  tboiii  for  theic  kind  recopfciou,  ^ncl  lisduriug  tboru  ho 
wou  d  always  do  his  best  tor  the  Central  Association, 
further  staling  that  ho  should  bo  pleased  to  offer 
thro  gh  the  c  'mraittee,  a  substantial  prize  towards  ths 
lortheomuig  competition,  in  aid  of  tho  funds  of  that 
deserving  iiistitnlion,  tho  Anglers’  Bouevok-ut  an  I  Con¬ 
valescent  Ho  ne  Fund,  wuich  is  to  take  place  at  the  Rvo 
House,  on  March  19,  and,  in  addition,  would  place  'at 
the  disposal  ol  the  committee,  another  good  trite  for 
tho  text  season. 

Mr  S.  C  Harding  moved  a  vote  cf  thanks  to  tho 
artistes,  and  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  evenings  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  the  company  joinging  in  sinking 
‘  Auld  Lang  Syne  ”  and  the  National  Antbom. 

A  special  committee  meeting  was  summoned  to  receive 
tho  report  of  the  members  who  had  waited,  as  a  depu¬ 
tation  from  this  association,  np:n  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy.  Mr.  Medcalf  reported  that  they  had  been 
received  at  Trinity-squaro  with  every  kindness  and 
courtesy,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  know  that 
many  important  amendments  that  had  been  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  delegates  had  been  adopted  by  the 
conservators,  the  question  of  the  netting  by  ripirian 
owners  had  been  satisfactorily  settled,  and  it  was 
proposed  to  include  in  the  modifieddraft  tint  the  spaoial 
sealed  licence  of  the  conservancy  would  be  necessary  L) 
enable  owners  of  private  fisheries  to  net  tiieir  portions 
of  the  Thames,  although  it  was  pointed  out  by  tho 
conservators  that  they  were  powerless  to  interfere  with 
any  of  the  existing  private  rights.  Tioere  was  not  to 
be  any  alteration  in  the  size  of  tho  mosh  of  nets,  and 
night-lines  for  eels  were  to  be  prohibited.  Night-fishing 
from  the  banka  would  be  permitted  up  to  a  certain  point 
of  the  liver.  Tne  question  of  the  various  classes  of 
nsh  allowed  to  be  used  as  live  bait  had  been  reconsidered, 
and  chub  hid  been  withdrawn  and  gudgeon  substituted  ; 
the  number  of  fish  allowed  to  be  carried  as  bait  had 
been  raised  from  twenty  to  fifty  as  requested.  Special 
licences  would  be  issued  by  the  conservators  to  tisher- 
men,  giving  permission  to  net  for  bait  only,  and  these 
nshermen  would  also  be  appointed  river-keepors.  Tho 
deputation  from  the  Central  had  the  satisfaction  of 
correcting  several  misrepresontitions  which  had  been 
made,  and  stated  that  they  represented  upwards  of 
seventy  angling  societies,  comprising  nearly  2rK)J 
members;  and  although  tho  Anglers  Association  wa-i 
numeric  illy  a  trifie  stronger,  they  were  apparently 
solely  divided  on  the  question  of  sizes  of  ti.sh.  It  was 
distinctly  shown  that  we  were  representing  a  certain 
and  absolute  majority  of  the  London  anglers,  who  were 
of  opinion  that  tnero  was  no  necessity  to  increased 
the  size  of  roach  beyond  7  iucjies,  especially  as  there 
bad  been  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Loudon 
clubs  in  this  direction  in  the  pi.st.  The  question 
of  the  size  of  jack  was  also  introduced,  and  it  was 
thought  there  was  hardly  any  necessity  to  increase  the 
size,  but  in  any  case  it  ought  not  to  bo  raised  above 
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20  inches.  It  was  pointed  ont  that  many  of  the  Upper 
River  Preservation  Societies  had  turned  many  thousands 
of  small  trout  and  {grayling  into  the  river,  and  the  jack, 
if  allowed  further  scope,  would  create  sad  havoc  in  this 
direction,  it  being  ass  rtod  that  there  are  not  more  than 
two  out  of  every  dozen  anglers  who  follow  j  ick  fishing 
on  the  Thames.  .  . 

It  appears  from  a  report  of  the  Anglers  Association 
that  Jlr.  Murphy  considers  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
association  to  have  intimated  to  him  their  intention  of 
sending  a  deputation  on  the  question  of  the  bye-laws  ; 
but  this  is  considered  quite  an  unnecessary  proceeding, 
although  it  may  be  added  that  the  Central  were  willing, 
and  made  every  effort  to  obtain  an  understanding, 
and  even  went  out  o'  their  way  to  meet  his  committee, 
but  was  blandly  told  by  his  chairman  that  they  had 
settled  the  question  before  our  arrival.  It  was,  there¬ 
fore,  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  matter;  we  plainly 
stated  our  views  to  them  on  the  question  of  roach,  and 
intimated  that  we  did  not  intend  to  recede  from  the 
position  we  had  taken  up  in  the  matter,  and  were 
prepared  to  fight  the  point  out  before  the  highest 
autliority. 

The  statement  of  Mr.  Ghurney  that  we  had  ever  made 
an  agreement  to  act  in  concert  and  had  broken  our  part 
is  not  correct  and  cannot  be  borne  out  by  facts.  The 
Central  has  throughout  done  its  utmost  to  be  of  service 
to  all  classes  of  anglers,  and  its  committee  entertain  no 
doubt  whatever  that  their  efforts  will  in  time  be  fully 
recognised,  and  that  what  has  been  done  will  eventually 
prove  beneficial  to  all  who  fish  the  Thames. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  the  anglers  of 
London  that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  have 
generously  granted  the  concessions  recently  applied  for, 
and  which  must  prove  of  great  value  in  the  immediate 
future.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  letter  received  ; 

“  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company. 

“  Peak  Sir,— Referring  to  the  recent  meeting  in  my 
office  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  shall 
he  willing  to  add  ihe  following  stations  to  the  list  of 
stations  to  which  cheap  tickets  are  issued  to  members 
of  j’our  association  when  travelling  for  angling  purposes, 
viz. ;  Bluntisham,  Bottisham,  Brandon,  Burnt  Een, 
Clare,  Colchester,  Downham,  Earith  Bridge,  Ely,  Laken- 
heath,  Littleport,  Long  Melford,  March,  Mildenhall,  St. 
Ives.  Sudbury,  and  Waterbeach. 

.  “  These  tickets  will,  as  arranged  with  you,  be  available 
for  three  days,  including  the  day  of  issue  and  day  of 
return. 

“  Perhaps  the  most  conv’enient  day  to  bring  the 
revised  arrangement  into  force  will  be  June  16,  which  is, 
I  believe,  the  day  your  new  cards  of  membership  will  be 
brought  into  use. 

“  If  you  assent  to  this  date,  I  shall  be  obliged  if  you 
will,  in  good  time,  make  the  alteration  known  to  your 
members,  and  I  will  arrange  for  the  necessary 
instructions  being  issued  to  our  staff. — Yours  faithfully, 
“  Wm.  Birt,  General  Manager. 
“Mr.  W.  J.  Wade.” 

A  new  list  of  clnbs  is  now  in  the  hands,  of  the  printer, 
and  secretaries  of  the  various  societies  will  greatly 
oblige  by  at  once  sending  any  alterations  in  the  address 
of  club-house,  &o.,  also  all  comniunications  to  W.  J. 
Wade,  6,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 


RICHMOND  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

On  the  17lh  inst.  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the 
above  society  was  held  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel. 

A  pike  competition  had  been  arranged  for  the  same 
day.  but  the  water,  as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
was  unfit  for  jack-fishing.  Several  members  had 
intended  to  compete,  but  most  of  them  had  been  stopped 
by  telegrams  from  their  fishermen,  saying  that  it  was 
useless  trying  :  two  or  three  enthusiasts  had,  however, 
ventured  out,  but  only  to  return  disappointed. 

Mr.  Heath,  on  taking  the  chair,  informed  the  members 
that  he  had  just  returned  from  the  west  of  Ireland, 
where  he  had  been  endeavouring  to  lure  to  their  de¬ 
struction  some  of  the  monstrous  pike  supposed  to  inhabit 
those  loughs.  He  had  had  fair  sport,  but  had  left  the 
40  pounders  behind  for  the  benefit  of  those  who^vvere 
competing  for  the  handsome  prize  offered  by  the  Editor 
of  the  Fishinrj  Gazette.  On  presenting  the  balance 
sheet,  he  congratulated  the  members  on  the  position  of 
the  society;  recapitulating  some  of  the  work,  other 
than  angling  upon  which  they  had  been  engaged ; 
notably  the  active  part  they  had  taken  on  the  question 
of  the  bye-laws,  both  at  the  original  discussion  and  on 
the  consideration  of  the  draft  lately  presented  by  the 
Conservators,  and  alluding  with  pleasure  to  the  fact 
that,  although  many  objectionable  clauses  were  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  latter,  several  of  the  propositions  made 
by  the  society  were  adopted  by  the  board.  Such,  for 
instance,  as  the  gradual  extinction  of  netting  above 
London  ;  the  abolition  of  trailing ;  the  restrictions  on 
bait-catchhig ;  and  the  retaining  of  the  present  fence 
months.  He  trusted  that  when  the  revised  bye-laws 
appeared,  the  objectionable  clauses  would  be  removed, 
and  new  ones  introduced  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
all  true  anglers.  He  sincerely  thanked  the  members  of 
the  society  for  the  courtesy  and  forbearance  they  had 
exteneed  to  him  during  the  short  time  he  had  held  the 
office  of  chairman. 

A  conversation  followed  on  the  bye-law  question, 
when  it  was  remarked  that  the  members  had  had  suffi¬ 
cient  proof  lately  of  the  folly  of  seeking  to  forbid 
summer  and  autumn  pike  fishing.  They  had,  to-day, 
postponed  for  the  third  time,  solely  on  account  of  the 
state  of  the  river,  a  comiietition  originally  fixed  for 
Dec.  16th,  since  which  date  the  water  had  been  practi¬ 
cally  unfishable.  Seeing  then,  how  these  fish  are  pro- 
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tected  by  nature  in  the  winter,  it  certainly  seems 
unnecessary  to  lengthen  the  fence  months,  and  thus 
prohibit  fishing  earlier  in  the  season. 

Proceeding  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  current 
year,  Mr.  E.  V.  Powell  proposed,  and  Mr.  W.  Cockburn 
seconded,  the  ro-elootiou  of  Mr.  Heath  as  chairman, 
which  was  carried  wnth  much  acclamation.  Mr.  H. 
Davis  was  also  re-elected  treasurer;  Mr.  Wright  for 
the  fourth  time,  secretary;  Mr.  Emery,  curator;  Mr. 
Herbert,  librarian  ;  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
again  elected  to  serve  on  the  committee,  viz.  ; — Messrs. 
Blarney,  Cockburn,  Holt,  W.  Jones,  Perkins.  Poupa,rt, 
Powell,  and  Reeve.  A  vacancy  having  occurred  during 
the  year,  Mr.  Potter  was  unanimously  elected  to  fill  it. 


WINDSOR  AND  ETON  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION. 

Report  for  Year  1892. 

In  announcing  by  this,  their  fourteenth  annual  report, 
the  continued  prosperity  and  success  of  the  association, 
your  committee  have  also  great  pleasure  in  stating  that 
during  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  notable  increase 
in  its  income. 

It  was  resolved  early  in  the  year,  that  an  appeal  for 
pecuniary  assistance  should  be  made  to  the  London  and 
other  angling  clubs  whose  members  fish  in  this  part  of 
the  river,  and  also  to  the  City  Livery  Companies. 
Messrs.  Bambridge  and  Hewlett  very  kindly  undertook 
to  draw  up  a  circular  and  send  out  the  copies. 
Altogether  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  were  trans¬ 
mitted.  The  names  of  the  various  angling  societies 
which  forwarded  subscriptions  in  response,  will  be  found 
in  the  subscription  list.  The  committee  of  the  Rivers 
Preservation  Fund  also  sent  ten  guineas,  which  was 
moat  gratefully  received. 

Your  committee  are  sorry  to  report  that  Mr.  Bam¬ 
bridge  has  resigned  his  membership  in  the  association. 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  a  more  zealous  or  inde¬ 
fatigable  member  it  would  be  impossible  to  find.  For 
years  past  he  has  willingly  undertaken— free  of  expense 

_ the  netting  operations,  which  entailed  considerable 

exposure  to  inclement  weather,  and  much  personal 
inconvenience  ;  besides  this  his  adv^ice  and  assistance  in 
other  matters  were  always  at  our  command.  A  firm 
friend  of  all  fair  anglers,  but  a  most  determined  adver¬ 
sary  of  the  fish  poacher.  Not  only  our  thanks,  but  those 
of  all  anglers  are  most  heartily  due  to  him. 

The  welcome  addition  to  the  funds  have  enabled  the 
committee  to  purchase  various  requisites  for  netting, 
&o.  ■  among  others  may  be  mentioned  two  shove  nets, 
for" rescuing  small  fish  and  try  from  ditches  after  floods, 
and  two  pairs  of  waders. 

There  is  still  a  balance  in  hand  of  .£20  Os.  3d.  which 
will  shortly  be  judiciously  expended  in  the  purchase  of 

some  more  fish.  _  ,, 

By  the  kind  permission  of  the  following  gentlemen 
private  waters  have  been  netted,  and  the  fish  taken 

placed  in  the  Thames.  , 

T.  White,  Esq.,  Dorney— result,  3o  jack,  some  bream, 
and  roach.  ,  , 

Wilberforoe  Bryant,  Esq.,  Stoke  Park— la  perch  and 
a  few  roach. 

Gilbert  Blane,  Esq.,  Foliejon  Park— 13  large  carp,  a 
few  perch,  and  thousands  of  small  roach. 

Sir  Henry  Simpson,  South  Lea  Farm— 9  jack  and 
some  small  fish.  .  ,  - 

and  in  addition  some  .500  bream  have  been  received  from 
Norfolk  and  placed  in  favourable  spots  for  their  well- 

Yoiir  committee  recommend  that  the  part  of  the  river 
preserved  by  this  association  be  limited  to  that  between 
Boveney  Lock  and  Old  Windsor  Weir. 

Your  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  those  gentlemen  who 
so  kindly  gave  permission  to  net  their  ponds  ;  to  those 
assisting  in  the  netting  ;  to  Messrs.  Hewlett  and  Bam¬ 
bridge,  for  the  time  and  trouble  they  so  willingly  gave 
with  regard  to  the  circulars,  and  in  attending  meetings 
of  anglers  on  your  behalf  at  Reading  and  London  ;  and 
to  your  chairman  and  Mr.  A.  Brown  for  the  use  of  a 
room  to  meet  in.  And  in  thanking  the  committee  of  the 
Rivers  Preservation  Fund  and  the  angling  clubs  that 
have  BO  generously  come  forward  to  assist  this  associa¬ 
tion  your  committee  wish  to  assure  them  that,  as  in 
the  past,  so  in  the  future,  they  will  do  all  in  their  power 
to  further  their  interests  and  increase  their  chances  of 

success  in  angling  in  these  waters.  ,  . 

List  of  London  clubs  subscribing  to  the  W.  and  E.  A. 
P  S  •  North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  Pontefract 
Piscatorial  Society,  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Anchor 
and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Waggoners  Angling  Society, 
The  Grange  Angling  Society,  New  Albion  Piscatorial 
Society,  Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Uxbridge  Rovers 
Anglin'^  Society,  Globe  Angling  Society,  Camden  and 
Kentish  Town  Piscatorials,  United  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  Rivers  Preservation  Fund  (per  Mr.  Crumplen. 


LAKE  DISTRICT  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  English 
Lake  District  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  Old 
England  Hotel,  Bownesa,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  R.  Bridson, 
in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Gatet  read  the  annual  report  as  follows  : — • 

“  The  committee  beg  to  report  that  they  have  secured 
the  control  of  ton  of  the  fisheries  in  Windermere.  Of  the 
two  Curwen  fisheries  one  is  in  hand  and  will  not  be 
fished,  and  the  other  falls  into  the  owner’s  hand  this 
year  The  pike  will  be  netted  during  the  spawning 
season,  and  at  other  desirable  times.  Through  the 
aid  of  Mr.  Fell,  the  directors  of  the  Barrow  Steel 
Company  have  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Associa¬ 


tion  the  use  of  their  trout  in  one  of  their  reservoirs 
for  the  extraction  of  ova  in  order  to  stock  the  waters 
of  the  association.  The  trout  in  the  reservoir  consist 
of  Loch  Leven,  font inali.'i,  and  common  trout,  and  are 
from  l|lb.  to  .5lb.  weight  each  ;  and  from  these 
sufficient  ova  will  be  procurable  next  siason  to  stock 
the  hatcheries  of  the  association,  and  such  artificial 
redds  as  they  may  determine  to  make.  The  Barrow 
Coi'poration  have  offered  their  three  reservoirs  on 
Pennington  Moor  to  the  association  for  £10  lOs.  a  year, 
reserving  certain  tickets  to  the  members  of  t’ae  Corpora¬ 
tion.  Two  of  those  are  now  stocked  with  trout,  the 
other  is  b'ing  constructed.  The  acquisition  of  these 
reservoirs  will  largely  increase  the  members  of  the 
association.  The  Hatchery  Committee  purchased  8000 
yearling  Loch  Leven  trout ;  7000  of  these  it  is  intended 
to  distribute  in  Windermere,  and  lOOO  in  the  two  Barrow 
reservoirs.  They  have  also  purchased  100,000  Loch 
Leven  eyed  ova,  which  are  hatching  out  well  at  Storr.s, 
and  at  a  hatchery  at  Mr.  Boulton’s.  These  hatcheries 
have  been  filled  up  at  a  comparatively  trifling  cost, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Boulton,  and  from  the 
ova  purchased,  and  those  obtained  this  season  from  the 
trout  in  the  Steel  Works  reservoir,  it  is  hoped  that 
100,000  young  fish  will  be  issued  into  Windermere  this 
spring.  The  accounts  for  the  past  year  have  been 
audited,  and  there  is  a  balanco  to  the  credit  of  the 
association  of  £64  14?.  The  Furness  Railway  Company 
have  agreed  to  grant  to  the  members  of  the  association 
cheap  tickets  for  fishing  purposes.  About  200  siiawning 
char  have  been  transferred  from  Windermere  to 
Coniston.  There  appears  to  be  no  fear  that  the  associa¬ 
tion  will  be  able  to  stock,  and  greatly  improve,  not  onl.v 
the  fishing  in  Windermere,  but  at  other  waters  and 
streams  under  their  care.” 

Mr.  Poole  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report.  The 
members  generally  would  agree  that  during  the  past 
year  the  association  had  done  a  great  deal.  They  had 
acquired  the  control  of  the  nets  in  Windermere,  which 
in  itself  was  an  important  step.  The  simple  fact  that 
the  nets  were  taken  off,  and  that  the  trout  would  not  be 
destroyed  in  years  to  come  would  very  speedily  lead  to 
a  very  large  increase  of  trout.  Coupled  with  this,  it 
was  intended,  to  stock  the  lakes,  and  they  promoted 
hatcheries.  He  understood,  from  observations  made  by 
members,  that  some  of  them  did  not  think  it  desirable 
to  put  the  young  fish  so  early  into  the  lake.  For  his 
own  part  he  believed  it  to  be  a  good  plan  to  put  them  in, 
at  a  place  whore  there  was  plenty  of  shingle  and  gravel, 
or  into  the  streams  a  little  way  up,  so  that  they  could 
come  down  naturally.  This  plan  had  been  adopted  with 
success  in  the  Cumberlind  lakes.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
desirable,  when  the  association  had  made  a  little  farther 
progress,  that  they  should  have  some  ponds  in  which  to 
keep  their  young  fish.  At  the  present  time  they  had 
not,  but  the  board  were  making  some  effort  towards  it, 
and  by  that  means  the  public  would  see  that  they  wore 
exerting  themselves  in  their  interest. 

Mr.  Watson,  iu  seconding  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  they  might  congratulate  each  other 
on  the  amount  of  progress  made  during  the  short 
time,  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  in  the  end  as 
good  fishing  would  be  provided  in  the  district  as 
there  were  anywhere  in  the  country.  He  believed  that 
the  turning  in  of  yearlings  would  prove  much  more 
remunerative  than  the  fry— he  was  sorry  not  to  agree  as 
to  the  advisability  of  turning  in  fry,  but  he  was  afraid 
that  if  five  per  cent,  of  them  were  successful,  that  would 
be  the  limit.  Iu  the  big  stretches  of  water,  where  net¬ 
ting  was  not  done  pretty  regularly,  the  fish^  almost 
invariably  deteriorated  in  size,  and  the  netting  for  char 
was  also  advisable  as  affording  a  prospect  of  a  consider¬ 
able  revenue  to  the  association. 

Mr.  Holland  supported  the  adoption  of  the  report  in 
a  few  remarks.  He  had  not  heard  the  work  of  the 
association  spoken  of  with  anything  but  approbation. 
It  would  be  a  great  boon  to  visitors  to  be  able  to  catch 
a  few  VVindermei'e  fish.  The  question,  however,  would 
presently  come  forward,  what  would  become  of  the  fish  f 
Thera  were  never  any  seen  in  the  shops,  and  seldom  on 
the  tables  at  Bowness,  where  visitors  were  naturally 
anxious  to  taste  the  flavour  of  the  lake  fish. 

The  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report  was  put  and 
carried. 

Mr.  Poole  moved  that  the  subscription  entitling  a 
member  to  the  title  and  position  of  vice-president,  be 
reduced  from  five  guineas  to  one  guinea. _ 

Mr.  PoLLiTT  inquired  whether  the  objection  as  to  the 
higher  subscription  came  from  any  vice-president  or 
originated  with  Mr.  Poole.  Forty  pounds  a  year  seemed 
a  large  sum  to  let  drop.  He  proposed  as  amendment 
that  the  vice-president’s  subscription  be  two  guineas. 

Mr.  Poole  said  he  proposed  the  reduction  to  a  guinea 
as  a  matter  of  policy,  because  he  did  not  think  a  vice- 
president  would  care  to  pay  five  guineas  for  more 
than  a  year  or  two.  The  association  would  gain  con¬ 
siderably  by  an  influx  of  guinea  subscribers.  There 
were  some  gentlemen  who,  while  not  enthusiastic 
anglers,  were  nevertheless  anxious  to  see  the  association 
get  on  its  legs. 

'The  amendment  was  carried,  it  being  undirstiod  that 
the  two  guineas  should  include  the  23.  fid.  for  licence. 

The  committee  (with  power  to  add  to  their  number) 
were  re-elected.  Major  Braithwaite-Wilson,  Mr.  Roberts, 
and  Mr.  James  Martin  (Ulverston),  being  named  as 
suitable  gentlemen  to  add  thereto. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Dunlop  was  re-elected  treasurer,  with 
thanks  for  past  services,  and  Mr.  Gatey  was  re-appointed 
hon.  secretary.  The  proceedings  then  terminated. 

[We  have,  for  many  years,  advocated  the  turning-in 
of  yearling  or  two-year-olds  instead  of  fry.  A  thousand 
yearlings  will  do  far  more  in  stocking  a  water  than  ten 
thousand  fry. — Ed.  F.  Gt.] 
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[Febrtjast  25,  1893  ^ 


A  GREAT  FISHERIES  AND  SHOOTING  EXHIBITION' 

AVILL  BE  HELD  AT  THE 


(J.  RITCHIE,  Esq.,  diairman  and  Managing  Director), 

OiF  A-LUj  IvE^TTEI^S  COnsnSTEOTHIID  WITH 

FRESH-WATER  AND  DEEP  SEA  PISHING,  PISH  FARMING; 

AND  ARTIFICIAL  HATCHING, 

Together  with  All  Kinds  of  SHOOTING  APPLIANCES.  ^ 

IP^rtOSI^JilOTTJS  aVTsIT)  full  F^VRTICUL^RS  oft  .AFFLIC^TIOIN'* 

The  following  Firms  have,  amongst  others,  already  taken  spaces : — 

Messrs.  HARDY  BROS.,  Alnwick.  Messrs.  D.  SLATER  &  SON,  Newark-on-Trcnt.  Messrs.  ENRIGHT  &  SON,  Castle  Coiinel. 
Messrs.  BERNARD  S:  SON,  Piccadilly.  Messrs.  OGDEN  &  SCOTEORD,  Cheltenham.  Messrs.  HEARDER  &  SON,  Plymouth. 

Mrs.  OGDEN  SMITH,  Claj)ham  Junction ;  and  Others. 


^  W.  BARTLEET  &  SONS,  ^ 

\  MANUFACTURERS  OP  J 

TESTED  FISH  HOOKS  &  FISHING  TACKLE 

POR  ATI  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

— :  LATEST  NOVELTIES  :  — 

PATENT  “  SERPENTANIC  ”  BAIT, 

Flexible  Metal,  jii.st  like  life,  made  in  six  sizes  in  Nickel  or  Gilt. 


PATENT  RICHMOND  SPINNER 

(Geen’s  Patent) 

FOR  PIKE,  SALMON,  and  TROUT. 

PATENT  “ARCHER”  REEL.  A  Reel  for  the  Million, 
Light  and  Strong. 

Can  be  used  with  or  witlxout  tlie  Itej^istered  Winch  Fitting^. 

PATENT  PHOSPHOR  BRONZE  COLLAPSING  RING. 

“ARCHER”  RUBBER  PHANTOMS  in  any  Colour. 

ARCHER  Improved  WATERPROOF  SILK  SOLID 
LINES,  in  Level,  Taper,  or  Double  Tapered.] 

Manufactory:  ABBEY  MILLS,  REDDITCH. 
London  House :  53,  GRESHAM  STREET,  E.C. 

WMOr:.ESAIL.E  ONEY. 


IF.  liARTLEET  <(•  SONS'  goods  cun  he  obtained  retail  through  any 
Eishing  Tackle  Eealer. 


HENRY  MILWARD  &  SONS,  Limited,^ 

WASHFORD  MILLS,  REDDITCH. 

GRESHAIVI  STREET,  E.C.  ti 

('W'dioleeale  oialy.) 


Eondlon : 


TBADE 


MARK. 


The  “MODEL”  ROD  (Wyers’  Patent),  the  most  dhstinct  improvement  in  rod  j 
building  ever  invented.  This  rod  combines  extraordinary  strength  with  minimum  1 
weight,  and  is  made  in  three  patterns — spinning,  bottom,  and  trolling. 

MILWARD’S  SUPERIOR  SPLIT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS.i 
These  are  of  our  own  mxike,  and  we  have  made  a  new  departure,  which  enables  ns  to  j 
place  the  finest  goods  on  the  market  at  a  considerable  reduction  on  the  usual  prices  ! 
of  English  made  rods. 

MILWARD’S  GREENHEARO;  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS,  built  on  th 
most  approved  principles,  and  of  tested  materials.  Best  value  in  the  trade. 


THE  “INDESTRDCTIBLE”  PHANTOM  MINNOW 

With  patent  swivel  head  and  spring  loop  for  attaching  new  hooks  to  replace 

breakages. 


This  patent  wire  attachment  can  also  he  fitted  to  the  ordinary  silk  phantoms,  and,^ 
if  required,  with  only  tho  swivel  head. 

SAiyiPX.ES  ANX>  PRICES  ONT  APPEICAmOM. 

We  have  now  introduced  two  pike  sizes  in  this  patent  minnow,  which  are  mounted 
with  our  improved  extra  strong  treble  hooks . 
SPECIALITIES  . — Hooks,  Square  Plait  Waterproofed  Silk  Line,  Gut  Casting 
Lines,  Greenheart,  Hickory,  and  Split  Cane,  Fly,  Bait  and  Spinning  Rods,  &c.  1 

Illustrated  Catalogue  (Trade  only)  on  application. 


—  A  MJLRYEU  IN  ROD  MiLKINO.  — 

’  Genuine  American  SPLIT  CANE  Trout  Rods. 


Px>lce  25  s. 


(10,  lOJ-,  and  11  feet.) 


A  ftw  Extracts  from  Customers’  Letters:  “Yonr  wonderful  SpUt 
Cane  Rod  at  268.  is  the  wonder  of  all  beholders  in  the  shape  of  fishermen.*'  •*  I  am 
well  pleased  with  the  26b.  Split  Cane  Rod.  It  is  a  splendid  weapon,  and  worth  ■ 

twice  the  price.”  _ 

Write  for  Catalogue  containing  full  particulars  of  the  above,  and  every  article 
required  in  connection  with  fishing.  Sent  free  to  any  address  In  the  World  for 
three  stamps  (cost  of  postage  only). 

1^  All  Novelties  and  New  Inventions  up  to  Date. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS,  North  of  England  Works 

_ BISTTOF  -A.TJCK:iiA.3SrD. 


THE  SFOSTMAK'S  VASE  UECUBt. 


Eat.  1818. 

Ten  PrUe  Uedsli. 


Qold  Hedsli, 
Parli,  1878, 
London,  1884. 


HEERING’S 

^  ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRUINa, 

Send  for  Price  List  of  Ova,  Fry,  Yearling,  and 
Two-year-old  Fario,  Levenensis,  and  Fontinalis, 


PETEB  r.  HEEBiwo,  to  J.  R.  GUY,  Secretary,  Howietoun  Fishery. 

xrv.,0,  brXppoiutn..nU  audH.B.H.Uw  Prince  of  Wale,.  !  Stirling,  N.B.  ^ 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  25,  1893. 


Ipcovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  cannot  ho  said  that  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  have 
been  extravagant  during  the  past  year  in  their  outlay 
for  restocking  the  river.  According  to  the  annual 
report  the  small  sum  of  .£10  only  was  devoted  to  the 
purpose  above  indicated,  and  I  think  that  the  board 
should  devote  a  little  more  of  the  income  derived  from 
the  sale  of  the  shilling  trout  licences  for  the  purpose  of 
restocking  the  river.  When  we  take  into  consideration 
that  the  sale  of  the  shilling  licences  amounted  to 
je414  13s.  last  year,  all  will  agree  that  a  larger  sum  than 
that  mentioned  should  have  been  expended  in  the 
restocking  of  the  river.  The  I'eport  also  goes  to  show 
that  the  trout  fishing  during  the  past  year  has  been  very 
bad  ;  but  still  the  board  should  do  something  in  order 
to  remedy  this  state  of  things,  or  they  will  find  a  falling 
off  in  the  sale  of  the  licences.  There  are  clubs  on  the 
Severn  who  do  much  more  for  the  restocking  of  the 
river  than  the  fishery  board.  For  instance,  the  Shrews¬ 
bury  society  are  constantly  turning  large  quantities  of 
trout  into  the  river,  and,  if  it  were  not  for  this  society, 
trout  fishing  in  the  Severn  would  be  very  bad.  I  also 
see  by  the  list  of  water  bailiffs  that  there  is  a  vacancy  in 
the  Stourport  and  Bewdley  district.  This  leaves  some 
miles  of  the  most  important  part  of  the  river  open  to 
the  poacher,  with  which  the  neighbourhood  abounds.  I 
hope  this  will  meet  the  eye  of  those  who  can  remedy  the 
evil,  and  place  a  bailiff  over  this  portion  of  the  river  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  the  close  season  will  soon  be  upon 
us,  and  great  harm  may  be  done  in  this  district  if  it 
remains  unprotected. 

The  scheme  proposed  by  Mr.  C.  Holloway,  of  the  Bir¬ 
mingham  Piscatorials,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
specimen  fish  taken  by  the  members  of  the  Birmingham 
Association,  is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the 
members.  The  purport  of  the  scheme  is  that  each 
member  of  the  association  pay  the  sum  of  twopence 
per  annum  to  a  fund  for  the  purpose  indicated.  The 
scheme,  when  it  is  brought  forward,  will  meet  with  a 
great  deal  of  opposition,  but  I  think  that  if  Mr. 
Holloway  would  include  in  his  motion  that  prizes  should 
be  given  to  the  members  taken  the  specimen  fish,  it 
would  perhaps  have  a  little  more  weight  with  the 
members  and  cause  them  to  look  more  favourably  upon 
the  matter  and  perhaps  give  the  idea  a  trial. 

The  Sattley  Society  have  intimated  their  intention  of 
giving  a  donation  towards  the  fund  for  the  establishing 
of  a  challenge  cup  for  the  Birmingham  Association. 
This  is  very  encouraging,  but  the  special  general  meet¬ 
ing  will  have  to  decide  upon  the  question  before  any 
further  action  can  be  taken. 

The  Belmont  Society  held  a  smoking  concert  at  the 
Brunswick  Hotel,  Lancaster-street,  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  the  object  of  the  concert  being  to  provide  a  prize 
fund  for  the  purchasing  of  prizes  to  be  competed  for  at 
the  club’s  annual  contest.  The  concert  was  exceedingly 
well  patronised,  and  something  like  £4  will  be  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  venture.  The  singing  during  the  evening 
was  of  a  first-class  character,  and  everyone  was  delighted 
with  the  entertainment  placed  before  them,  and  great 
praise  is  due  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  D.  Currie,  for  the  way 
in  which  he  worked  to  bring  about  the  success  of  the 
concert. 

All  prospects  of  angling  are,  as  these  notes  leave  me, 
out  of  the  question.  At  the  beginning  of  the  week  the 
hopes  of  the  Midlanders  went  up  with  a  joyous  bound, 
but  alas  the  few  fine  days  have  been  followed  with  sleet 
and  rain,  and  our  rivers  and  pools  are  now  bank  high. 
This  state  of  things  and  the  close  season  upon  us  goes  to 
show  that  the  coarse  fishermen  will  have  to  put  their 
tackle  on  one  side  and  wait  patiently  until  June  comes. 
In  the  meantime  those  who  go  in  for  fly-fishing  will  be 
able  to  get  their  tackle  in  order,  as  I  hear  from  authentic 
sources  that  trout  fishing  this  year  will  be  better  than 
it  has  been  for  some  years,  especially  on  the  Severn  and 
its  tributaries. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Bir¬ 
mingham  Angling  Association  will  be  held  at  the  head¬ 
quarters,  on  Thursday  evening  next,  March  2,  chair 
taken  at  8.30,  when  important  business  will  be  trans¬ 
acted. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Trout  fishing  in  the  larger  tributaries  has  not  com¬ 
menced,  but  in  some  of  the  sme-ller  brooks,  where  the 
fish  spawned  earlier,  a  few  good  fish  have  been  taken 
with  the  worm—  one  angler  last  week,  in  a  brook  near 
Eggington  having  a  brace,  weighing  31b.  These  fish 
were  in  wonderfully  good  condition,  all  things  con¬ 
sidered,  and  were  quite  worth  retaining.  It  will,  how¬ 
ever,  be  some  considerable  time  before  the  Derwent, 
Dove,  and  Wye  fish  will  be  worth  looking  after.  Anglers 
who  come  up  at  Easter  will,  I  am  afraid,  find  matters  in 
rather  a  backward  condition  this  season.  The  grayling 
season  may  be  said  to  be  practically  over.  Fish  have 
been  numerous,  but  the  variable  state  of  tbe  water  has 
done  much  to  spoil  sport. 

At  the  Nottingham  Borough  Court  on  Wednesday  a 
man  was  fined  403.  (or  fourteen  days)  for  night-netting 
some  time  ago  in  the  Colwick  district,  and  two  men  were 
fined  15s.  for  a  similar  offence  committed  higher  up. 
These  cases  were  carried  through  by  the  Notts  and 
Nottingham  Angling  Association  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Trent  Board,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able 
to  record  the  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of 


the  Association,  whose  traducers  were  apt  to  accuse  it 
of  being  fonder  of  words  than  deeds.  Personally,  I 
know  that  the  association  is  in  earnest  in  these  matters, 
but  the  conduct  of  prosecutions  is  e.  rather  expensive 
undertaking.  However,  the  association  deserves  the 
thanks  of  local  anglers  for  its  enterprise.  The  nets  in 
both  these  cases  were  forfeited,  and  both  they  and  the 
fines  go  to  the  Board.  Poaching  is  without  doubt  very 
prevalent  about  Nottingham,  and  must  be  put  down 
with  the  strong  hand.  The  nets  used  are  all  of  the 
same  pattern.  One  of  those  forfeited  was  a  very  pretty 
piece  of  workmanship,  and  belonged,  I  believe,  to  the 
man  who  makes  nets  for  all  the  other  delinquents  in  this 
respect.  They  are  essentially  bank  nets — small  mesh 
of  very  fine  material,  about  20ft.  long,  and  mounted  on 
two  long  thin  poles,  curved  into  a  point,  V-shaped  in 
fact.  They  do  not  seem  to  take  any  great  quantity  of 
fish  at  a  time,  but  as  there  seems  to  be  any  number  of 
them  in  existence,  the  aggregate  damage,  apart  from 
the  question  of  principle  involved,  must  be  considerable. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  convictions  will  have  a 
deterrent  effect  upon  this  class  of  poachers  as  a  whole. 

One  peculiarity  of  both  cases  should  be  noted.  They 
are  the  first  prosecutions  arising  out  of  the  powers 
apparently  conferred  by  the  13th  section  of  the  Fisheries 
Act,  1891,  which  section  was  inserted  with  a  view  to 
counteracting  tbe  deci.sou  in  Anderson  v.  Ramlin 
(G3  L.  T.  Eep.  N.  S.  168,  Q.  B.  Div.)  The  section 
apparently  gives  any  one  the  power  to  prosecute 
offenders  against  the  bye-laws  of  any  board  of  con¬ 
servators,  but  I  am  afraid  that  this  is  not  its  real  mean¬ 
ing,  and  it  is  advisable  for  all  intending  prosecutors  of 
such  offenders  to  seek  the  co-operation  of  the  board. 

I  fear  there  will  be  a  good  deal  of  grumbling  amongfst 
private  anglers  by  reason  of  the  Wellington  having 
taken  over  the  Shardlow  reach,  but  the  taking  of  the 
water  will  undoubtedly  benefit  the  river,  as  the  reach 
has  not  of  late  received  anything  like  justice,  and  it  is 
for  all  round  excellence  unsurpassed,  for  salmon  it 
certainly  has  no  equal.  ___ 

FROM  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  is  little  to  report  this  week.  On  Saturday  most 
of  the  regular  fen  fishermen  between  Boston  and  Bourn 
were  out  on  the  Forty-foot.  The  weather  was  charm¬ 
ingly  fine,  and  gave  hopes  of  an  early  spring,  but,  once 
more,  the  fickleness  of  the  English  climate  has  been 
exemplified.  An  81b.  pike,  by  Mr.  Casswell,  was  the 
best  fish  reported  on  Saturday,  but  others,  weighing 
61b.,  51b.  7oz.,  Sjlb.,  41b.,  lloz.,  and  smaller  ones,  were 
captured  by  Messrs.  W’inter,  Pearson,  Heath,  and  Bard- 
ney.  On  Monday  Mr.  March  got  a  brace  weighing  141b., 
and  Mr.  Smith  captured  one  of  61b.  The  weather  has 
checked  operations  on  the  Witham,  for,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Barnes  getting  three  on  Saturday,  weighing 
191b.,  near  Bardney,  and  Mr.  Scott  two  of  111b.,  near 
Tattershall,  I  have  received  no  reports  from  this  river. 
Anglers  should  be  out  early  after  the  flood  has  subsided, 
as  the  pike  are  sure  to  be  on  the  move,  and,  with  more 
genial  weather,  there  should  be  some  good  captures 
during  the  next  few  days. 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  salmon  season  has  opened  fairly  well  in  this  dis¬ 
trict.  Many  fine  fish  are  to  be  observed  in  these 
streams,  but  for  all  that,  the  “  happy  hunting  grounds” 
do  not  yield  as  they  used  to  in  years  gone  by,  for  at  o  ne 
time  salmon  were  very  plentiful,  particularly  in  some 
parts  of  the  Itchen. 

The  salmon  fishing  has  also  begun  well  in  the  River 
Test.  T.  Lewis,  of  1,  High-street,  Totton,  landed  a 
brace  of  nice  fish  on  Monday  last,  weighing  251b.  and 
221b.  respectively. 

The  fine  salmon  caught  last  Wednesday,  near  Christ¬ 
church — the  46-pounder— was  a  splendid  specimen,  and 
recalls  many  a  battle  spent  with  rod  and  line  along  the 
same  waters  in  years  gone  by. 

West  Hasting  Pool,  which  drains  some  of  the  Hants 
waters,  possessed  in  1872,  what  local  papers  chronicled 
as  the  largest  carp  then  known  in  the  whole  country, 
viz.,  a  241b.  fish.  In  1892,  when  the  pool  was  being 
drained  another  monster  was  found — a  29-pounder— 
which  was  noticed  in  the  Zoologist  at  the  time.  This 
fish  was  carefully  handled,  and  replaced  in  its  former 
home.  But  it  has  received  very  bad  treatment  from 
boys,  or  perhaps  from  rodents,  for  a  week  or  so  ago  it 
was  discovered  dead  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 
from  its  appearance  many  a  family  of  rats  had  dined 
upon  its  body. 

One  of  the  pair  of  pretty  wild  ducks,  which  have  of 
late  been  seen  disporting  themselves  upon  the  waters  in 
the  Abbey  Gardens,  Winchester,  has  been  killed — it  is 
supposed  by  rats. 

The  weather  has  been  extremely  wet  for  a  couple  of 
weeks,  and  the  rain  has  been  accompanied  by  strong 
south-westerly  winds.  ____  J.  E.  W. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Coming  events  cast  their  shadows  before  them. 
Angling  commences  generally  in  this  county  next  week 
end,  and  already  there  is  a  stir  amongst  the  fraternity 
in  anticipation  of  opening  day.  A  meeting  of  those 
interested  in  angling  was  held  at  Ambleside  on  Satur¬ 
day  last  to  take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of 
forming  an  association ;  and,  after  some  discussion,  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  H.  Hartley,  R. 
Satterthwaite,  and  Battersby,  was  appointed  to  ascertain 
from  farmers,  through  whose  land  the  different  streams 


flow,  whether  facilities  could  be  obtained  for  members  to 
pass  over  such  ground,  &c.,  and  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  pending  a  report  by  the  committee  on  this 
and  other  matters. 

Committee  meetings  of  the  English  Lake  District 
Angling  Association  and  other  societies  have  been  held, 
and  the  annual  gathering  of  the  Kent  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion  will  take  place  in  a  few  days.  Everything,  except 
the  weather,  points  to  an  early  resumption  of  sport, 
though  with  flying  showers  of  snow  .and  easterly  winds 
only  the  most  enthusiastic  anglers  will  care  to  turn  out. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

An  extraordinary  amount  of  activity  amongst  coar.se 
fishermen  exists  at  the  present  moment,  and  there 
appears  every  indication  of  an  extremely  busy  year  if 
we  may  judge  by  reports  already  to  hand  of  prospective 
arrangements  for  club  contests  to  be  decided  before  the 
end  of  the  present  season  in  March.  No  loss  than  three 
clubs  are  noted  for  matches  within  the  next  three  weeks, 
viz.,  the  King’s  Head,  the  Moss  Side  Socials,  and  the 
new  club  flourishing  under  the  title  of  the  Mill  Sawyer’s 
Society,  who  fish  their  initial  match  in  the  Worsley 
Canal  on  March  4.  The  first  executive  for  this  club  is 
as  follows  :  President,  Mr.  P.  Leonard  ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  Atherton;  treasurer,  Mr.  Fleming:  secretary,  Mr. 
Edward  Johnson,  14,  Green-street,  Chester-road,  Man¬ 
chester  ;  and  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  W. 
English,  J.  T.  Leonard,  Blake,  and  S.  Taylor.  The 
Board  of  Management  for  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
are  noted  for  a  meeting  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Man¬ 
chester,  on  March  1,  at  6,30,  and  this  meeting  will  be 
followed  by  one  of  the  council  interesting  themselves  in 
trying  to  secure  facilities  for  anglers  in  railway  tickets. 

Another  new  angling  society  at  Longsight  will  in  the 
next  few  days  be  formed,  the  preliminary  meeting  has 
just  been  held  at  the  Church  Inn,  the  landlord  of  which 
is  an  enthusiastic  and  well-known  angler.  The  preli¬ 
minary  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  R.  Goddard, 
and  an  apology  was  received  from  Mr.  Councillor 
Wilson  for  non-attendance.  In  all  probability  Mr. 
Wilson  will  be  the  first  president.  A  provisional  com¬ 
mittee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Kershaw,  Lord,  and 
Broomhall,  was  appointed  to  draft  a  scheme  for  guidance 
in  the  constitution  of  the  society.  Mr.  Wm  Broomhall 
is  secretary  pro  tern.  If  many  more  new  societies  are 
formed  the  question  of  the  ”  survival  of  the  fittest”  is 
sure  to  come  prominently  to  the  front.  We  hear  even 
now  of  some  clubs  having  a  shortened  roll-call  and 
others  becoming  extinct,  and  in  all  probability  we  shall 
soon  have  upon  us  a  state  of  things  bordering  on  a 
“battle  of  the  clubs.”  The  Manchester  district  of 
affiliated  clubs  will  be  interested  in  the  capture 
of  two  specimen  pike  from  the  Whaley  Bridge 
Reservoir,  by  Mr.  H.  Gregory,  of  Derby,  weighing  respec¬ 
tively  13Jlb.  and  17ilb. ;  surely  this  is  worth  a,  Is. 
per  day.  A  second  consignment  of  good  fish  obtained 
by  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  a  few  work¬ 
ing  men  anglers  from  Manchester,  were  safely 
transferred  to  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  on  the  20th, 
and  if  those  put  in  by  the  same  party  on  the  13th  are 
added  to  this  lot,  a  valuable  addition  can  be  counted 
upon  to  the  already  existing  stock.  In  the  coming 
season,  if  we  mistake  not,  a  few  single-hair  anglers  will 
experience  a  difficulty  in  landing  fish  of  31b.  to  41b. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Levenshulme  Society  wa.s 
held  on  the  18th  inst.,  and  was  a  great  success,  the 
presence  of  the  ladies  being  a  pleasing  feature  of  the 
evening’s  arrangements. 

All  the  clubs  in  Lancashire  must  do  their  duty  la 
respect  to  the  circulars  sent  to  them  dealing  with  the 
question  of  railway  privileges,  for  it  is  only  by  united 
energy  that  a  bold  front  can  be  shown,  and  any  im¬ 
pression  made  on  autocratic  railway  companies. 


FROM  NORFOLK, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  grand  angling  weather  of  the  pa.st  three  weeks 
has  passed  and  gone,  and  now  we  are  having  some  snow 
(Wednesday).  However,  I  have  pleasure  in  recording 
the  capture  of  some  very  fine  fish,  altogether  a  total 
which  I  venture  to  say  no  other  county  in  England  wiU 
be  likely  to  eclipse  either  in  number  and  weight. 

On  Thursday  last  two  gentlemen,  angling  in  private 
waters,  took  a  grand  lot  of  pike,  twenty-two  fish  in  au, 
weights  from  41b.  to  201b.  The  201b.  fish  was  a  pretty 
one  of  3ft.  2in.  long.  Another  gentleman  had  three  fish, 
131b.,  151b.,  and  191b.  each.  Athird  party  of  two  anglers 
had  six  fish,  from  41b.  to  91b.  each,  while  two  other 
ties  of  ar  glers  had  very  nice  baskets  of  fair  killable  fish. 

Those  fish  I  saw  the  bulk  of,  and  a  splendid  lot  they 
were,  but  they  were  put  somewhat  in  the  shade  on 
Friday  by  Mr.  Geo.  Cubitt,  of  Norwich,  who,  angling  in 
private  waters,  took  agrand  fish  (among  others) of 
Measurements — length,  3ft,  tJin.  :  girth,  2ft.  On  Frid^ 
Mr.  Jimpson  killed  another  good  fish,  which  weighed  20Ib. 

On  Wroxham  Broad  some  fair  pike  have  been  taken  ; 
one  of  101b.  by  Mr.  Deuchar. 

In  Hoveton  long  reach,  on  the  Bure,  a  gentleman  took 
a  nice  basket  of  perch,  total  about  141b. 

Roach,  too,  have  been  biting  well,  particularly  on  the 
Yare.  On  Thursday  week  a  gentleman  took  thirty-five 
nice  roach  with  worm  in  tbe  reach  at  Brundall,  and 
on  Tuesday  last  another  angler  had  fifty  very  nice  roach, 
some  of  them  over  lib.,  near  Buckenham. 

I  can  strongly  recommend  any  gentleman,  who  can  get 
permission  for  any  of  our  private  broads,  to  do  so  at 
once  The  above  report  of  the  capture,  in  three  days, 
of  about  ten  fish  of  101b.  to  271b.  each,  needs  no  further 
addition  on  my  part  that  the  sport  to  be  anticipated  will 
fully  repay  the  Louble  of  a  visit. 
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FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Euitor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Coarse  fish  anglers  in  onr  district  are  again  severely 
handicapped  by  the  changeable  state  of  the  weather. 
On  Sunday  and  part  of  Monday  the  sun  shone  with  the 
warmth  and  delight  of  June,  and  a  soft  wind  blew  gently 
from  the  south,  but  on  Tuesday  a  hurricane  sprang  up 
from  the  north-east,  and  on  Wednesday  sleet  and  snow 
fell  with  a  vengeance.  Angling,  in  these  circumstances, 
has  been  truly  trying,  and ,  with  the  exception  of  the  fore¬ 
noon  of  Monday,  the  patrons  of  the  various  reaches  have 
scarcely  been  able  to  wet  a  line.  The  river  on  Monday 
night  wa«  running  into  condition  for  chub  fishing — we 
will  say  nothing  about  pike,  as  the  season  is,  or  should 
be,  over — and  the  frequenters  of  the  chub  swims  were 
hopeful  of  again  enjoying  sport.  Some  few  ardent  souls 
had,  in  fact,  prepared  their  supplies  of  greaves  and  pith 
and  brains,  but,  unfortunately  for  their  prospects,  they 
were  doomed  to  disappointment  through  the  sudden  in¬ 
tervention  of  high  winds,  combined  with  the  downpour 
of  sleet  and  snow  mentioned.  On  Wednesday  the  waters 
were  again  rising,  and  indications  were  not  wanting  that 
we  might  yet  encounter  another  flood  on  a  small  scale. 

News  is  extremely  scarce.  On  Monday,  the  only 
favourable  day,  a  number  of  the  subscribers  to  the 
Wilford  and  Clifton  fishery  were  out  betimes,  and  moat, 
if  not  all,  returned  with  a  fair  sprinkling  of  roach,  dace, 
chub,  and  perch.  Perch  are  scarce,  but  a  brace  of  21b. 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  whose  friend,  Mr.  A. 
Widdowson,  killed  sundry  large  chub  and  dace  with  the 
cockspur  worm. 

_  A  pot-hunter  had,  on  the  19th  inst.,  three  pike  about  the 
size  of  the  common  sprat,  from  the  free  waters  opposite 
Wilford  trees,  and  pike  of  medium  size  were  taken  in 
one  of  the  upper  waters.  It  is  a  shame  to  interfere  at 
all  with  Fsox  Indus  after  Feb.  1.  Some  anglers  are 
always  crying  out  about  the  degeneracy  of  pike  fishing 
in  the  waters  of  the  Trent,  and  yet  they  are  the  first  to 
boast  of  what  “  doughty  deeds  ”  they  have  done  amongst 
poor  miserable  specimens  right  up  to  the  middle  of 
February.  Give  the  fish  a  chance. 

Several  of  our  leading  winter  anglers  are  down  with 
the  influenza,  and  the  complaint  is  said  to  be  fashion¬ 
able.  Whether  this  is  so  or  not  is  a  matter  of  fancy  ; 
but  certain  it  is  the  complaint  is  most  infectious.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  have  been  prostrated  with  it  for  a  fort¬ 
night,  and  of  course  my  wife  attributes  the  sole  cause  to 
my  going  a-fishing.  Pos.sibly  I  may  have  caught  it  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  but  I  toll  her  friend.s  I  know  I 
caught  it  through  making  a  call  for  her.  '‘Women's 
rights  and  men’s  wrongs’"  is  a  social  problem  that 
appears  coming  to  the  front,  and  the  fair  sex  have  just 
now  amongst  them,  as  their  champion,  the  celebrated 
American  authoress.  Miss  Willard,  who  the  other  day 
was  telling  one  of  ber  numerous  staff  of  interviewers 
how,  when  she  was  a  girl,  she  used  to  take  delight  in 
accompanying  her  brother  on  all  his  fishing  and  shooting 
excursions.  Unfortunately  she  told  him  nothing  about 
the  influenza,  and,  until  she  is  able  to  explain  how  it 
ever  got  into  merry  England  in  the  guise  of  a  new  name, 
I  shall  not  readily  believe  that  I  am  a  martyr  to  the 
mixed  joys  of  angling  pursuits.  To  have  the  complaint 
is  bad  enouffh  ;  but  to  be  worried  and  pestered  in  the 
family  circle,  especially  when  one’s  lingers  are  itching 
to  renew  acquaintance  with  the  game,  resolute  chub,  is 
ten  times  worse.  If  Miss  Willard  has  ;  brought  the 
influenza  to  this  fickle  country  of  ours  all  anglers  must 
wish  she  had  stayed  at  home. 

At  the  Nottingham  Shire  Hall,  on  Wednesday,  two 
labourers  of  Nottingham,  named  Chas.  Birch  and  Harry 
Cutts,  w'ere  each  convicted  in  a  penalty  of  15s.  for 
illegally  taking  fish  from  the  Colwick  stretch  of  the 
river  Trent  on  the  night  of  Jan.  21.  The  justices  told 
the  defendants  they  were  liable  to  a  penalty  of  ,£5  each. 

At  the  Nottingham  summons  court,  on  the  same  day, 
another  labourer  of  Nottingham,  named  Jas.  Clements, 
was  fined  403.  or  fourteen  days,  with  forfeiture  of  a  net, 
for  illegally  fishing  in  the  Trent  in  the  parish  of  Lenton 
on  Jan.  19. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  annual  ball  in  connection  with  the  Bother  Ang¬ 
ling  Club,  which  came  off  on  Wednesday  week,  was  as 
successful  as  any  of  the  similar  functions  that  have 
preceded  it  in  bygone  years.  Known  throughout  the 
district  of  Eskington  as  the  “  Fishermen’s  Ball  ”  it  has 
every  year  been  largely  patronised  by  the  great  number 
of  a,nglers  living  in  the  valley  of  the  Bother,  who  have 
rallied  round  it  as  an  institution  to  be  preserved. 
Anglers  are.  without  doubt,  pleasure-loving  people. 
They  inherit  the  faculty  from  genial  Isaac,  the  patron 
saint  of  the  sport,  who,  if  his  book  and  contemporaries 
are  to  be  relied  upon,  was  as  full  of  quaint  humour  as 
an  egg  of  meat,  and  as  appreciative  of  mirth  and  fun  as 
a  frollicking  school  boy.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
therefore,  that  every  institution  that  seeks  to  beguile 
away  a  few  pleasant  hours  in  genial  company,  should 
receive  the  support  of  the  angling  fraternity.  Thus  it 
came  about  that  the  Bother  Club  ball  was  so  great  a 
success.  It  was  attended  by  over  4<.K)  persons,  and 
dancing  was  kept  up  until  the  very  small  hours  of 
Thursday  morning  to  the  strains  of  Messrs.  Cook’s 
quadrille  band.  The  M.C.'s  were  Messrs.  Godden  and 
Clark,  the  general  arrangements  being  carried  out  by 
Mr.  T.  Tyson,  president,  and  Mr.  C.  Bobinson,  secre¬ 
tary,  to  whom  the  thanks  of  all  were  due. 

The  Bother  people  are  a  sterling  lot.  They  inhabita 
portion  of  the  country  made  famous  by  Scott  in  his 
“Ivauhoe,  ”  and  watered  by  that  once  excellent  river, 
the  Bother.  Although  the  country  has  been  denuded 
of  much  that  was  beautiful— although  the  landscape  has 


been  disfigured  by  unsightly  pits,  smoking  chimneys, 
and  burning  refuse  heaps,  the  character  of  the  people 
has  undergone  no  material  change.  They  are  still  the 
hardy,  fearless,  sport-loving  people  so  graphically 
depicted  by  the  “  Wizard  of  the  North,”  among  whom 
the  ancient  art  of  angling  has  many  latter-day  exponents. 
Their  club,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  district,  is 
presided  over  by  Mr.  T.  Tyson,  a  fisherman  of  the  right 
calibre — as  earnest  with  the  rod  as  with  the  pen — pos¬ 
sesses  some  very  good  waters  ;  and  the  interests  of  sport 
are  keenly  looked  after  by  an  energetic  committee. 
They  have  had  many  good  seasons  in  the  past,  and  are 
deserving  of  even  better  in  the  future. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  have  been  occasional  opportunities  afforded  pike 
anglers  during  the  past  fortnight  of  obtaining  good  sport, 
and  during  such  time,  as  the  river  has  been  fairly  clear, 
some  good  captures  have  been  made  with  the  live  bait  ; 
notably  between  Uffington  and  Atcham.  Dealing  with 
live  bait  fishing  for  pike,  it  was  last  week  stated  on, 
we  fear,  reliable  authority,  that  one  or  two  anglers  and 
other  persons,  who  shall  be  nameless,  were  guilty  of 
conduct  which  all  good  sportsmen  will  agree  in  charac¬ 
terizing  highly  reprehensible.  In  short,  it  was  said  that 
a  number  of  grayling  fry  were  actually  sold,  and  used  as 
pike  bait  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shrewsbury.  Although 
such  a  proceeding  is  not  strictly  illegal,  as  far  as  the 
Severn  is  concerned,  we  cannot  imagine  anyone  deserving 
of  the  name  of  sportsman,  encouraging  the  capture  and 
use  of  the  fry  of  so  grand  a  sporting  fish  as  the  grayling 
for  this  purpose,  more  especially  when  anglers  know 
full  well  that  this  fish  is  becoming  more  and  more  scarce 
in  the  Severn.  In  years  gone  by  grayling  were  fairly 
plentiful  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  river,  but,  alas,  they 
are  gradually  disappearing,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is 
almost  an  exceptional  occurrence  to  capture  one.  What 
is  to  become  of  the  fishing  of  the  Severn,  already 
impoverished  by  poaching  and  various  other  evils,  if 
anglers  themselves  encourage  such  a  proceeding  as  that 
alluded  to,  will  be  easily  foreseen.  One  fact  we  are 
pretty  well  assured  of,  and  that  is,  that  the  men  who  do 
not  scruple  to  capture  fry  of  this  kind  for  this  purpose 
are  the  very  persons  who,  with  coracle  and  an  innocent¬ 
looking  rod  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith,  but 
withal  probably  having  all  the  implements  of 
the  poacher  within  reach,  scour  the  river 
for  miles,  clearing  the  fords  and  destroying  game.  So 
crafty  are  these  idle  characters,  cf  which  Shropshire  has 
more  than  its  share,  that  they  carry  on  their  destructive 
operations  year  after  year  practically  unchecked,  setting 
at  defiance  the  one  or  two  bailiffs  to  whom  the  Severn 
Board  of  Conservators  allot  the  thankless  task  of  watch¬ 
ing  over  some  seventy  miles  of  Severn,  and  who  have 
absolutely  no  chance  of  achieving  a  capture,  even  though 
they  might  be  brave  enough  to  venture  to  tackle  a  gang 
single-handed.  One  of  the  wiles  of  the  poaching  fra¬ 
ternity  is  to  send  one  of  their  number  with  coracle  and 
tackle  as  a  decoy,  and  if  the  bailiff  is  innocent  enough  to 
follow  his  trail  the  remainder  of  the  gang  will 
industriously  sweep  the  river  with  their  nets  in  a  totally 
different  direction. 

Anglers  have  had  to  put  up  with  this  sort  of  thing 
for  a  long  iieriod,  but  when,  in  addition  to  these  hard¬ 
ships  they  have  to  contend  against  their  own  people,  who 
encourage  the  poacher  by  using  grayling  fry  for  bait,  it 
is  quite  time  they  became  more  fully  alive  to  their 
interests. 

As  our  Shrewsbury  readers  well  know,  all  netting 
within  the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury,  except 
for  was  through  a  bye-law  passed  (at  the  instance  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society),  by  the  board 
rendered  illegal.  This  much  having  been  accomplished, 
it  now  remains  only  for  anglers  to  make  netting  not  only 
illegal  but  impracticable,  and  perhaps  the  best  means 
would  be  by  carrying  out  the  project  they  entertained 
some  time  back,  of  placing  spiked  and  weighted  barrels 
at  the  bottom  of  the  fords,  where  the  water  is  of 
sufficient  depth  to  permit  of  these  obstacles  being  placed 
without  fear  of  hindrance  to  the  traffic  of  the  river. 
We  would  earnestly  counsel  local  societies  to  discuss 
these  questions  at  their  forthcoming  meetings. 

The  story  of  a  rather  laughable  practical  joke  is  going 
the  rounds  this  week.  A  gentleman  occupying  rooms 
over  a  local  tackle  dealer’s  shop,  over  the  doorway  of 
which  depends  the  sign  of  the  craft,  a  rod,  line,  and  imi¬ 
tation  fish,  was  awakened  one  stormy  night  last  week  by 
a  loud  hammering  at  the  door.  On  putting  his  head 
through  the  window  to  inquire  the  cause  of  the  disturb¬ 
ance,  the^  genial  stranger  below,  excitedly  pointing  to 
the  swinging  fish,  shouted  ”  Pull  up,  man  ;  you’ve  got  a 
bite.”  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  discom¬ 
fited  householder  made  various  observations  appropriate 
to  the  occasion — cursory  in  their  nature,  terse,  and  to  the 
point.  _ 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  almost  continuous  rain  of  the  past  few  days  has 
affected  all  the  streams.  The  Severn  has  been  nearly 
bankfull. 

One  result  of  the  high  state  of  the  Severn  is,  a  large 
number  of  fresh  run  salmon  have  passed  over  the  weirs 
with  ease,  and  are  heading  up  the  river.  Some  fine  fish 
have  been  caught  here,  the  best  as  yet  one  of  49Jlh. — 
the  shape  and  quality  of  which  was  Al.  The  fishermen 
higher  up  the  river  have  done  very  well  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Lincoln  ;  they  have  taken  twenty-seven  fish.  No 
doubt  many  salmon  will  reach  the  upper  waters  of  the 
.Severn  this  year,  and  afford  good  sport  to  our  Shrews¬ 
bury  and  Montgomery  friends.  I  trust  they  may. 


There  have  been  a  good  few  pike  taken  from  ]>rivate 
water  during  the  la.st  nine  days,  but  they  are  getting  very 
full  of  spawn  now,  and  it  seen  s  a  pity  to  kill  them. 

The  Izaak  Waltcn  Angling  Siciety  hold  their  annual 
dinner  on  Thursday  next,  when  a  large  muster  is 
expected.  _ 


FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KEBBY. — The  weather  still  continues  wild  and  wet, 
and  the  majority  of  anglers — especially  those  out  on  the 
lakes — met  with  little  or  no  sport. 

At  Killamey,  a  few  anglers  have  done  fairly  well  on 
the  Flesk,  but  on  the  lakes  sport  has  been  poor. 

At  Glencar,  some  average  sport  has  been  enjoyed 
amongst  salmon  on  the  rivers  there  by  gentlemen  who- 
are  staying  at  the  Glencar  Hotel. 

The  angling  returns  on  'VVaterville  lake  so  far  have 
been  the  poorest  for  many  a  year  at  this  season.  Only 
two  salmon  were  caught  during  the  p.xst  week,  though 
six  boats  went  out  whenever  the  weather  got  any  way 
favourable.  The  trout  fishing,  too,  has  been  poor  since 
the  opening,  though  a  few  heavy  brown  trout  are  taken 
occasionally. 

Salmon,  however,  are  running  up  from  the  sea  in 
fair  numbers.  Twenty-five  were  caught  last  week  at 
the  weir.  One  of  those  was  a  splendid  fish  of  311b. 
Only  two  heavier  salmon  are  known  to  have  been  got  at 
Waterville,  and  they  were  had  last  season — one  in  the 
weir  which  weighed  Sljlb  ,  and  the  other,  by  a  local 
professional  on  the  lake,  which  weighed  3211b. 

The  Cummeragh  river  continues  in  fine  trim.  This  is 
a  private  water,  and  no  anglers  have  been  out  on  it  up 
to  the  present.  Spring  salmon  are  now  fairly  numerous 
in  the  deep  pools  in  this  river,  and  brown  trout  are 
plentiful,  but  of  an  inferior  size. 

Trout  anglers  have  had  average  sport  on  the  free 
portion  of  ’\Vaterville  river,  and  a  few  fish  weighing 
over  lib.  were  had. 

On  the  Inny,  brown  trout  anglers  did  fairly  well  on 
a  couple  of  evenings.  No  heavy  trout  were  taken, 
however,  on  this  water. 

The  mountain  lakes  of  Drenane  and  Cummeravanig 
are  now  in  first-class  fishing  trim,  but  no  anglers  have 
been  out  on  either  water. 

On  the  minor  trout  streams — the  Farthe,  Beenroe. 
and  Ahatubrid — sport  among  brown  trout  has  been  of 
the  usual  kind.  The  trout  of  all  those  waters  are  small, 
but  goodTor  the  table.  _ 

ULSTEB. — Beoently  the  poaching  fraternity  in  Co. 
Antrim  very  freely  made  use  of  threats  to  poison  the 
rivers — a  process  at  this  time  of  the  year,  it  is  almost 
needless  to  say,  would  cause  the  wholesale  slaughter  of 
trout.  Hotvever,  the  matter  has  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  constabulary  authorities,  who  have  pro¬ 
mised  to  look  into  the  matter  carefully.  The  proper 
course— and  the  one  which  may  be  probably  adopted — 
would  be  to  have  extra  police  stationed  in  the  threatened 
localities,  the  extra  cost  of  the  maintaining  of  the  force 
to  be  made  chargeable  to  those  particular  districts. 
Something  must  be  done.  The  weather  is  getting  more 
favourable,  and  prospects  of  sport  are  most  encouraging 
on  the  Bunn  and  its  dozens  of  tributaries  for  the  opening 
day — next  Wednesday.  As  yet  fishing  on  the  Antrim 
waters — the  majority  of  which  opened  the  1st  inst. — is 
very  poor,  owing  to  tempestuous  winds,  heavy  floods,  and 
intermittent  frosts.  Tronting  would  seem  to  be  improv¬ 
ing  on  the  Donegal  waters. 


“Imperial”  Silver  Cup  Competition.  -Fine 
weather  favoured  the  angler  on  the  19th  inst,  and  there 
were  grand  shows  of  fish  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  South- 
wark-street.  Result  to  date  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Biggs  (Funny 
Folks),  Feb.  12,  118;  Feb.  19,  62;  total  number  of 
points,  170.  Mr.  E.  H.  Morris  (Battersea  Friendly), 
Feb.  12,  73  ;  Pcb.  19,  55—128.  Mr.  A.  Bichards  (Burton 
Piscatorials),  Feb.  12,  72 ;  Feb.  19,  10 — 88.  Mr.  J. 
Osborne  (Mildmay  A.S.),  Feb.  12,  11 :  Feb.  19,  08 — 79. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Marsh  (Dalston),  Feb.  12,  58— -58.  Mr.  G. 
Lang  (St.  George’s),  Feb.  12,  39 — 39.  Mr.  A.  Dejonge 
(Battersea  Friendly),  Feb.  12,  27  ;  Feb.  19,  5  -32.  Mr. 
\y.  Gordon  (Wellington),  Feb.  12,  29— ‘29.  Mr.  J. 
Edwards  (Dalston),  Feb.  12,  15 — 15.  Mr.  Jas.  Smith 
(Bermondsey  Brothers),  Feb.  12,  12—12.  Mr.  S.  Hill 
(Funny  Folks),  Feb.  12,  7 — 7.  Mr.  J.  Shelton  (Black- 
friars)  Feb.  12.  0 — 6.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  (Blackfriars), 
Feb.  12,  0—0.  Mr.  J.  E.  Wighey  (Rodney),  Feb.  12,|4 — 
4. — John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Fifth  Annual  Angling  Competition,  in  Aid  ok 
THE  Fi  nds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society 
AND  Convalescent  Home  Funds.— Since  my  last 
report,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  a  prize 
from  Messrs.  Lever  Brothers,  of  Sunlight  fame  ;  a  tackle 
book,,  fitted,  from  Mr.  Sowerbutts,  of  Commercial-street ; 
a  clock,  from  the  Havelock  Angling  Society  ;  and  a  prize 
from  the  Dalston  Angling  Society,  making  up  the  total 
to  twenty-one.  The  committee  will  meet  on  Friday,  the 
24th,  at  9.30,  at  the  Forester’s  Hall. — S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Holloway's  Pills. — In  eases  of  chronic  iniligestion.  ilisonicrt-il 
liver,  and  general  dehility,  these  Pills  are  wonderfully  efrective. 
They,  indeed,  have  so  general  and  powerful  an  effect  on  the 
whole  system,  that  they  clear  away  or  ward  off  most  of  the  ills 
that  flesh  is  heir  to.  They  cleanse  the  bowels,  imrify  the  blood, 
correct  the  bile, give  tone  to  the  stomach,  excite  a  lu-altby  appetite, 
produce  sound  sleep,  and  impart  increased  energy  to  both  miml 
and  body.  The  admirable  properties  of  these  far-famed  Pills  are 
too  highly  appreciated  to  require  any  encomium  here,  as  they  arc 
resorted  to  by  rich  and  poor  of  every  nation.  The  cures  they 
effect  are  not  temporary  or  imperfect,  but  they  bring  about  a 
marvellous  and  most  beneficial  change  throughout  the  entire 
body,  and  enable  it,  with  renovated  powers,  to  resist  the  approach 
of  all  future  attacks. 
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Eep0xts  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association.  —  The  delegates  met  on 
Monday  last,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
Murphy  reported  that  arrangements  would  shortly  be 
made  for  netting  one  of  the  Great  Eastern  Water 
Companies  Reservoirs.  The  chairman  having  called  on 
Mr.  J.  B.  Close  to  make  a  report  of  the  deputation  to 
the  Thames  Conservancy  Board,  Mr.  Close  stated  that 
the  deputation  were  received  very  kindly.  All  the  objec¬ 
tions  were  discussed  in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  it  was  very 
evident  the  conservators  were  anxious  to  meet  the 
association  in  every  respect  as  far  as  they  could,  but 
they  had  other  interests  to  consider,  especially  those  of 
a  large  and  important  association,  which  had  recom¬ 
mended  that  no  alteration  should  be  made  either  in  the 
sizes  of  fish  or  seasons  for  taking  them.  The  name  of 
this  association  not  being  mentioned,  our  vice-president, 
who  acted  as  spokesman,  drew  the  attention  of  the 
con.servancy  to  the  fact  that  there  were  only  two  asso¬ 
ciations  which  represented  the  club  anglers  of  London, 
one  with  about  1500  members,  and  the  other  with  nearly 
100<|.  The  deputation  were  promised  that  increased 
powers  should  not  be  given  riparian  owners,  and  the 
size  of  mesh  of  nets  should  not  be  reduced :  the  use  of 
gaff  will  be  permitted,  also  anglers  will  be  able  to  fish 
with  rod  and  line  below  London  Bridge.  Gudgeon  may 
be  used  as  bait,  and  chub  excluded  ;  fifty  baits  can  be 
taken  by  under-keepers,  who  have  been  recommended 
by  the  associations  or  preservation  societies  for 
licences.  With  regard  to  steam  launches,  there  was 
always  difficulty  in  proving  the  rate  at  which  they  were 
travelling  when  accidents  occur,  so  that  they  preferred 
“to  make  it  penal  to  travel  at  a  dangerous  speed.’’ 
Mr.  Murphy  corroborated  all  that  Mr.  Close  had  stated, 
he  as  well  as  the  other  members  of  the  deputation  were 
greatly  surprised  to  hear  that  another  association,  which 
he  felt  must  be  the  Central  Association,  had  written  to 
the  conservators  desiring  that  they  should  make  no 
alteration  regarding  the  sizes  of  fish  and  the  seasons, 
after  their  committee  had  attended  at  Foresters’  Hall 
and  agreed  with  us  to  alter  both ;  certainly  the  anglers  of 
London  were  speaking  with  two  voices. — The  Chairman, 
on  rising,  thanked  Mr.  Close  for  his  able  report,  he  also 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Central  Association  had 
acted  very  unfairly  in  going  behind  our  backs,  and 
advising  other  sizes,  after  the  committee  had  agreed  to 
join  ns  in  recommending  certain  sizes.  Jack  had  also 
been  represented  to  the  conservators  as  a  dangerous 
fish  that  should  not  be  allowed  to  increase.  Grayling 
was  to  be  increased  to  12  inches.  The  conservators  had 
expressed  the  hope,  in  which  he  (the  chairman)  joined, 
that  the  bye-laws  as  amended  would  receive  our 
unanimous  support. — Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  asked  the 
Secretary  if  after  the  joint  committee  had  fixed  the 
sizes  and  seasons  of  fish  whether  the  Central  Associa¬ 
tion  had  written  declining  to  carry  out  the  decision 
come  to  by  its  own  committee? — Mr.  Ghurney  replied 
he  had  not  received  any  information  whatever,  and 
that  the  Central  Committee  were  not  quite  agreed  as  to 
the  size  of  roach, — On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Harris, 
seconded  by  Mr.  May,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  deputation,  to  which  Mr.  Close  and  the  Chair¬ 
man  made  suitable  replies. — Mr.  Ghurney  exhibited  a 
specimen  of  the  proposed  railway  privilege  ticket  for 
the  coming  seaeon ;  it  is  white,  and  was  approved  by 
the  members.  Mr.  Ghurney  stated  that  he  had  read  aii 
announcement  in  the  Piscatorial  press  that  a  certain 
club  was  proposing  to  go  in  for  shooting  as  well  as 
angling ;  he  was  instructed  to  inform  the  said  club 
that  its  railway  privileges  would  be  forfeited  if  it  did 
o.— Mr.  Murphy  having  been  called  upon  to  report  as 
to  the  result  of  the  joint  deputation,  composed  of 
members  of  the  two  associations  to  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company,  stated  that  they  were  received  very 
courteously,  and  that  they  have  every  reason  to  think 
that  concessions  would  he  granted  to  certain  stations 
the  other  side  of  Cambridge,  but  that  all  privileges 
would  be  subject  to  three  days  return  only,  instead  of 
the  present  six  days. — Mr.  Norman  added  that  no 
angler  would  be  allowed  to  break  his  journey  at 
Cambridge. — Mr.  J.  B.  Close  was  sorry  that  the  deputa¬ 
tion  had  given  way  regarding  the  three  days  return 
ticket  arrangement.— Mr.  Murphy  stated  that  the 
Railway  Company  had  given  them  some  good  reasons 
for  pressing  this  matter. — Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  informed 
the  meeting  that  it  was  proposed  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  Parliament  this  session  to  enable  the  holders 
of  return  tickets  to  return  when  ever  they  pre¬ 
ferred.  Several  members  having  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  Act,  if  passed,  would  not  apply  to  anglers 
privilege  tickets,  the  chairman  stated  that  railway 
companies  could  not  contract  themselves  out  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  Mr.  E.  C.  Goodwin  gave  notice  that 
he  will  propose  at  the  next  annual  general  meeting  a 
new  rule  prohibiting  any  member  of  the  association 
making  application  to  any  railway  company  for  privi¬ 
leges  excepting  through  the  association.  Several  of  the 
visiting  officers  gave  their  reports.  The  roll  having 
been  called  fifty-four  clubs  were  found  to  have  been 
present.- -Hon.  Repoeteb. 

Anglers’  Associat.on. — I  have  the  pleasure  to 
report  that  I  have  received  a  communication  from  Mr. 
W.  Birt,  general  manager,  that  the  Great  Eastern  Rail¬ 
way  Company,  with  their  usual  liberality,  have,  on  our 
application,  granted  the  addition  to  the  list  of  stations 
to  which  the  angler’s  cheap  tickets  are  available.  The 
following  :  Bluntisham,  Bottisham,  Brandon,  Burnt  Pen, 
Clare,  Colchester,  Downham,  Earith  Bridge,  Ely,  Laken- 
heath,  Littleport,  Long  Melford,  March,  Mildenhall,  St. 


Ives,  Sudbury,  aud  Waterbeach.  These  tickets  will  be 
available  for  three  days,  including  the  day  of  issue  and 
the  day  of  return.  This  arrangement  to  come  into 
force  on  June  16,  the  day  that  the  new  privilege  tickets 
will  be  brought  into  use.  The  list  of  fai-es,  &c  ,  will 
appear  in  our  association’s  guide  book  for  1893-4. — R. 
Ghurnet,  sec. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  10s.  Od.  from 
R.  Hassell,  the  Enkell  Arms,  Seven  Sisters-road,  N.  ; 
10s.  6d.,  G.  H.  Wood  (president),  Hoxton  Brothers’ 
Angling  Society  :  5s.,  E.  Stephens  (president),  Copen¬ 
hagen  Angling  Society  ;  3s.,  S.  Hersohman,  58,  Seven 
Sisters-road,  N.— R.  Ghueney.  sec. 

Amicable  'Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  the  19th 
inst.  several  of  our  members  were  out,  but  only  one  was 
successful,  Mr.  G.  Merry  having  a  very  nice  show  of 
roach  and  jack.  On  the  12th  inst.  the  trays  of  the 
society  were  well  filled  with  a  very  fine  show  of  fish,  Mr. 
Hill  having  some  good  chub.  Mr.  Wright,  with  a  nice 
show  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Merry  with  fine  show  of  roach, 
perch,  and  jack  :  the  jack  being  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Sparrow',  and  will  adorn  the  society’s  room  on  a 
later  date.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next 
meeting-night  to  arrange  for  the  last  outing  of  the 
season.— E.  R.  Embleton,  sec. 

Ancbor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road. — On  March  5  we  hold  a 
punt  match  in  the  Thames  at  Twickenham.  The  final 
arrangements  will  be  made  on  Wednesday  next,  and  I 
hope  any  member  who  intends  competing  for  some  splen¬ 
did  prizes  will  attend  next  meeting  night,  and  take  part 
in  the  business.  The  prize  list  up  to  the  present  con¬ 
sists  of  a  guinea  from  the  club  funds  and  a  half  ton  of 
coals  promised  by  Mr.  R.  Turnham,  who  will  also  give 
a  half  guinea  :  Mr.  Williams  will  give  a  half  guinea 
prize,  and  Mr.  Fowler  a  gold  brooch  for  the  heaviest 
bream  taken  on  the  day.  The  reading  by  Mr.  Jardine 
will  shortly  be  announced,  and  promisee  to  be  a  grand 
evening’s  enjoyment. — A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.  W.  Our  next  competition  will  take  place 
on  March  5  and  8.  Conditions,  roving  bank,  or  punt, 
on  a  day’s  take  only  to  reckon,  and  members  can  go 
overnight  if  they  choose.  I  should  like  to  see  a  strong 
muster  of  members  on  Wednesday  next,  so  that  we  can 
arrange  match,  &c. — A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey,  S.E.  Our  trays  were  well 
filled  on  the  19th  inst.  with  some  nice  roach  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  members  ;  H.  Patman,  J.  Smith,  W.  Streeton,  H.  G. 
Payne,  G.  Hamp,  and  J.  Pocock.  Total  gross  weight 
721b.  4oz.  the  competition  for  March  series  of  prizes  will 
take  place  on  March  6  ;  place  aud  conditions  to  be 
decided  at  the  meeting  on  the  Friday  previous. — 
A.  Conn.  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.— Since  my  last  report,  the  following 
members  have  been  out:  Mr.  Wheelhouse,  with  roach 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  R.  Green,  with  some  good  perch.  I  wish 
to  remind  those  members  not  present  on  Wednesday, 
that  we  fish  our  match  on  the  26th  inst.,  at  St. 
Margaret’s.  All  members  to  leave  by  the  8.2  train,  and 
return  from  St.  Margaret's  at  7.12.  No  live  bait  to  be 
carried.  Kit  inspector  and  starter,  Mr.  Downes. — 
J.  Foster,  hon.  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  —  We  have  been 
favoured  with  nice  shows  of  fish  by  the  members  during 
the  past  week,  Mr.  Halsell  leading  with  specimen  fish. 
Amongst  his  take  being  roach  of  lib.  12foz.,  11b.  6oz., 
11b.  loz.,  and  11b.  respectively.  Mr.  West,  handsome  show 
of  roach ;  heaviest  roach,  lib.  lO.Voz.,  and  lib.  7ioz.,  and 
lib.  4boz.  Mr.  Jennings,  nice  take  of  roach,  heaviest 
roach,  lib.  4joz.  Messrs.  Hoare.  Heggles,  Ward, 
Brown,  Rundell,  have  had  nice  takes  of  roach,  bream, 
jack,  tench,  perch  and  dace. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.  —  The  competition, 
which  was  arranged  to  take  place  at  Pangbonrne  on  the 
26th  inst.,  has  been  postponed  till  March  5.  On  the  19th 
Mr.  J.  Hall  weighed-in  some  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr. 
Davis  roach.  On  "Wednesday  evening  Mr.  Bay  presented 
the  club  with  a  donation  box  for  the  purpose  of  collect¬ 
ing  subscriptions  from  persons  who  take  fish  from  the 
club,  the  proceeds  to  go  to  the  general  re-stocking  fund. 
— H.  Roach. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  ’ixchange.  Hart- 
land-road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— We  had  a  fair  show  of 
fish  on  our  trays  on  the  19th  inst.,  contributed  by  the 
following  members  :  Mr.  King,  roach,  151b.  13Joz. ;  Mr. 
Marshall,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Sartain,  roach  and  perch ; 
Mr.  Cox,  jack.  I  should  like  to  see  members  turn  up  a 
little  stronger  on  Wednesday  nights. — E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Chelmsford  Angling  Society.— There  was  a  very 
nice  show  of  roach  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday  night,  at 
the  Queen’s  Head  Inn,  members  weighing-in  as  under 
Mr.  G.  Crowe,  71b.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  B.  Brazier,  21b.  5oz.  ;  Mr. 
J.  'V.  Taylor,  lljoz.  :  and  Mr.  A.  Runcieman  (pike), 
21b.  lOoz.  This  was,  however,  eclipsed  on  the  19th  by 
one  of  the  finest  displays  remembered  in  the  history 
of  the  society.  Mr.  G.  Crowe  carried  off  the  first  prize, 
given  by  Mr.  A.  Runcieman,  with  311b.  0|oz.  pike  (one 
scaling  71b.  6oz.) ;  Mr.  W.  Brown,  second  prize,  given 
byMr.  F.  Pluck,  with  81b.  12oz.  pike,  31b.  5|oz.  roach, 
Mr.  G.  A.  Belsham  had  21b.  12ioz.  roach  ;  Mr.  B.  Newell, 
21b.  lOJoz.  roach,  21b.  pike  ;  Mr.  B.  Brazier,  31b.  12oz. 
roach  ;  Mr.  T.  Maples  (a  visitor),  221b.  pike. — Picato. 

City  of  London  and  B.ising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — We  were  again  saved  from  a  blank  on  the 
19th  inst.,  by  Mr.  McDonnell,  who  weighed-in  41b.  4ioz. 
of  roach  from  the  Stort. — Cas. 


City  Fiscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C. — On  Monday  last  Mr.  A. 
Thomson  presided.  The  financial  general  meeting  con¬ 
vened  for  this  date  was  a  satisfactory  one,  although  not 
so  well  attended  as  it  might  have  been,  considering  that 
the  season  is  now  drawing  to  a  close.  The  financial  year 
of  the  society  terminates  on  Monday,  April  4th,  when 
the  date  of  the  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  be  announced. — The  clerk  of  the  scales  has  had  an 
easy  time  of  it  during  the  past  week,  and  nothing  of 
importance  has  been  weighed-in.  On  Monday  next, 
under  the  presidency  of  W.  H.  Leford,  Esq.,  president 
of  the  Balloon  Society  of  Great  Britain.  S.  C.  Harding, 
Esq.,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  will  read  his  paper: — 
“  A  Waltonian  Ramble.’’ — An  incidental  concert  has 
been  arranged,  and  will  be  conducted  by  Mr.  James 
Husk,  commencing  at  8  o’clock  ;  reading  at  9  o’clock. — 
Cards  of  invitation  have  been  sent  out,  but  in  the  event 
of  any  omissions,  anglers  will  please  accept  this  inti¬ 
mation  as  a  quid  pro  quo. — John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Since  my  last  report,  the  following  members  have 
weighed-in,  viz.  Messrs.  F.  T.  Tringham,  91b.  4oz. ; 
C.  Harris,  31b.  .5oz.  ;  T.  Tringham,  21b.  9ioz.  On  the 
19th  inst.  we  journeyed  to  Cookham,  to  fish  for  a  com¬ 
petition  for  four  prizes,  for  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  the 
takes  were  very  small.  Only  three  prizes  were  taken — 
Messrs.  R,  Chapman,  1st ;  A.  Turner,  2nd;  H.  Moore, 
3rd.  At  our  last  meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of  making 
another  member,  Mr.  J.  Eyres. — G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District.  — Visiting  List.— 
Brother  anglers,  do  not  forget  the  visit  to  the  Phoenix 
Angling  Society,  at  the  Crown  Tavern,  St.  Pancras-road, 
on  Tuesday  next,  the  28th.  They  will  make  you  very 
welcome. — F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— Messrs.  E.  Baxter  aud  T.  Twyman,  weighed- 
in  on  the  19th  inst.  with  roach.  The  match  takes  place 
on  the  26th  inst.  at  Richmond,  roving  from  Messum’s 
boat-house  to  Teddington  lock  ;  tow-path  only.  Train 
leaves  Westbourne  park  at  8.48  a.m.  Fish  to  be  regis¬ 
tered  at  the  “  Jolly  Anglers,’’  not  later  than  6.30  p.m. 
One  rod  only  ;  all  fish  to  weigh.  Members  must  make 
themselves  eligible  before  fishing. — A.  Smith,  sec. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen,  York 
road,  Camden-road,  N.— On  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  16, 
the  commodious  club-room  was  crowded  to  excess.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Hassell,  faced  by  E. 
Stephens,  president  of  the  society;  the  entertainment 
was  of  first-class  order.  This  new  society,  transferred 
from  the  Temperance,  is  in  a  very  fiourishing  condition 
I  am  informed,  already  numbering  over  sixty  members. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  introducing  the  donation  box  of 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  which  was  most  liber¬ 
ally  patronised.  I  also  received  in  the  club-room, 
donations,  lOs.  fid.  from  Mr.  R.  Hassell ;  10s.  6d.,  G.  H. 
Wood,  Hoxton  Brothers  ;  5s.,  E.  Stephens  :  33.,  S. 
Herschman,  members  of  the  society.  I  understand  these 
smoking  concerts  are  to  be  continued  through  the  season. 
— B.  Ghurney. 

Dalston  Augliug  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  the  19th  inst.  seventeen 
members  competed  in  the  Lea,  at  Rye  House,  for  four 
prizes,  result  as  follows  : — Mr.  F.  Baldwin,  1st.  ;  H. 
Webber,  2nd  :  C.  Robinson,  3rd  ;  F.  Legge,  4th.  Messrs. 
C.  Richardson,  C.  Pocock,  J.  Barson,  E.  Wild,  R. 
Parram,  G.  Lloyd  and  A.  E.  Lloyd  also  had  fish.  Will 
the  two  gentlemen  who  were  fishing  at  Burnt  Mill  on 
Feb.  5th,  and  who  saw  two  chub  taken  by  an  angler  on 
the  opposite  bank,  be  kind  enough  to  communicate  with 
me  and  oblige. — S.  Malby,  sec. 

Bagle  Augliug  Society.  Chesnut-road, Tottenham. 
Mr.  J.  Dwyer  wins  the  guinea  umbrella  given  by  Mr. 
W.  S.  Price,  fished  for  at  Duxford  on  the  19th  inst.,  with 
gross  weight  of  21b.  4oz.  Mr,  H.  W.  Miles  on  Feb,  18 
caught  two  jack  in  our  private  water  at  Tottenham,  one 
weighing  51b.  14oz.  Mr.  Price  also  showed  in  nearly  61b. 
of  roach  and  dace  same  day.  Mr.  Duncan  Sharland,  one 
of  our  committee  and  assistant  hon.  sec. ,  always  ready  to 
offer  his  services  for  any  good  cause,  especially  angling, 
gives  a  Bohemian  concert  at  Holcombe  Hall,  Tottenham, 
on  Tuesday  next.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  all  our 
members,  and  those  of  other  angling  societies,  will 
support  him  on  this  occasion.  — T.  F.  B.,  hon.  sec. 

Good  luteut  Augliug  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Our  annual  supper  took 
place  on  the  14th  inst.,  and  turned  out  one  of  the  best 
we  have  held,  sixty-five  members  sat  down.  The  supper 
was  supplied  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Debus,  Pimlico-road,  Chelsea. 
After  the  cloth  was  removed,  the  chairman,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tibbatts,  gave  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  then  came  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  “  Success  to  the  Good  Intent,’’ 
responded  to  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Murphy. 
“  Angling  Institutions  ’’  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett.  The  toast  of  the  vice-chairman,  Mr.  J. 
Williams,  was  most  heartily  received,  and  the  chair¬ 
man’s  health  was  most  cordially  drunk.  Harmony  was 
well  kept  up  till  2.30,  when  everyone  seemed  sorry  to 
have  to  leave,  having  spent  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
evenings  that  we  remember.  On  the  19th  inst.  we  had  a 
good  show  of  fish  brought  in  by  Parker,  Flint,  Maybury, 
Devon,  and  many  others.  On  Tuesday,  the  2l8t,  there 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  when  they  decided 
to  have  our  wind-up  on  the  Thames.  We  have  several 
prizes  given  for  that  object,  so  we  shall  make  one  grand 
outing  at  Pangbonrne,  on  March  5.  There  will  be  a 
saloon  carriage  for  us  at  Paddington  at  nine  o’clock, 
returning  just  after  five. — R.  Murphy. 

Gresham  Augliug  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson 
Ludell  in  the  chair.  A  party  of  members  and  friends, 
twenty -two  in  number,  had  been  sea-fishing  off  Southend, 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


142 


bnt  it  was  a  wretotedly  wet  day.  Dr.  Brnnton  reported 
Tiaving  taken  a  101b.  pike  and  two  smaller  ones  in  two 
hours.  The  following  fish  have  been  set  up  by  Cooper 
and  sent  to  the  clnb-room :  A  grayling  of  lib.  8oz,, 
caught  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  ;  a  roach  of  11b.  12oz.,  also 
by  Mr.  Close  :  also  a  medallion,  being  the  head  of  101b. 
salmon,  by  Mr.  Close  j  and  a  roach  of  21b.  lO^lb.  by  Mr. 
Goodwin.  Another  new  member  was  proposed.  On 
Tuesday  next  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  bon.  treasurer,  will 
read  a  paper  on  “  Sea-fishing  at  Deal.” — James  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angfliug  Society. — On  the  19th 
we  had  a  very  fair  show  of  fish — Mr.  Braham,  roach  and 
perch;  Mr.  Wells,  bream;  A.  Bagshaw,  roach:  and 
Mr.  Calloutt,  who  brought  the  best  trayful  of  fish  for 
some  time,  roach,  all  of  good  size  and  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  On  Monday  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place,  and  a  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  ths 
following  being  the  winners  ;  annuals — jack,  Muller  ; 
perch,  Le  Bagshaw  ;  roach.  Blink  ;  and  rudd,  Braham. 
Specimens — bream,  Jones  ;  chub,  Russell ;  and  tench. 
Brink.  Specials,  &c.,  were  won  by  Messrs.  Brink, 
Pleydell  (2),  Devoir  (2).  Glover,  Wells  (3),  Muller  (2), 
Callcntt  (2).  Dinsdale,  Russell  (21.  Fish,  Braham  and 
Jones.  The  prizes  were  very  handsome  all  through  aid 
well  deserved  a  visit. — W.  Sennee,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood 
Tavern.  Finsbur5’-park.  N.  —  On  the  18th  inst.  Mr. 
Cornish  succeeded  in  taking  nearly  101b.  of  nice  roach 
and  perch.  On  the  19th  Mr.  J.  Burton  brought  up  from 
the  Colne  nearly  151b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  on  the 
20th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Gehrling  weighed  in  301b.  of  jack  ot 
very  superior  quality.  An  outing  has  been  arranged  to 
take  place  at  Bures  on  March  12,  and  members  are 
requested  to  enter  their  names  as  early  as  possible. — J. 
E.  Wheatley,  s’c. 

Horton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the  19th 
inst.  we  had  some  splendid  shows  of  roach.  S.  Corow, 
191b.  Joz.,  si.v  fish  weighing  61b.  2oz. ;  P.  Newton,  181b. 
4oz.  (roach  and  one  perch)  ;  A.  Hattemore,  41b.  13oz. 
(roach) ;  J.  A.  Field,  4Ib.  6ioz.  (roach,  and  one  dace 
8Joz.) :  P.  Schulze  had  chub.  The  members  will  fish 
for  eight  prizes  on  the  26th  inst.  in  the  Lea,  from  St. 
Margaret’s  Bridge  to  Ratty’s  Lock.  Our  generous  host 
presented  us  with  a  silver  watch,  a  prize  for  the  greatest 
weight  of  fish  from  the  Lea  on  March  19  and  26. — R. 
Ghurnet,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — There  was  a 
fair  display  on  the  19th  inst.,  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  had 
roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  G.  Bliss  had  roach,  bream,  and 
rudd,  Mr.  T.  Harris  had  roach,  Mr.  J.  Poole  had  roach. 
There  are  some  special  prizes  to  be  competed  for ;  mem¬ 
bers  will  oblige  by  attending  on  Wednesday  next,  to 
arrange  conditions. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn,  New 
Cross-road,  S.E. — Several  members  were  out  on  the 
19th  inst.,  but  only  one  had  fish,  viz.  : — Mr.  Cornerford, 
a  dozen  roach  from  the  Thames.  The  third  annual 
meeting  will  take  place  on  March  30th. — W.  W.  C. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  the  19th  inst., 
a  few  members  were  out,  the  following  showing  fish  :  — 
Mr.  MofFatt,  roach  ;  Mr.  White,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr. 
Watling,  roach.  I  am  pleased  to  state  the  above  society 
has  decided  to  give  a  prize  of  10s.  to  the  A.B.C.  that 
takes  place  on  March  19,  at  Eye  House. — W.  Watling. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials.— We  had  an  outing  at 
Staines  on  Thursday  for  four  prizes,  result ;  Mr.  Grace 
first,  Mr.  Matthews  second,  Mr.  Newbury  third,  Mr. 
Read  fourth.  The  first  prize  included  a  silver  cup  value 
£5  5s.  which  the  winner  is  entitled  to  hold  for  a  year. 
The  competition  was  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
— A.E.B. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Messrs.  Warrington,  Bufiler,  Carr,  and 
C.  Dove  each  had  a  few  fish  on  the  19th  inst. — roach, 
chub,  and  dace.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  good  muster,  and 
sundry  business  items  were  disposed  of,  the  one  of  im¬ 
mediate  importance  being  the  settlement  of  five  prizes, 
to  be  angled  for  on  the  26th  inst.  Members  will  be 
allowed  to  use  two  rods,  and  to  go  where  they  like.  On 
Tuesday,  the  28th  inst.,  our  return  visit  on  the  Clerken- 
well  and  District  United  Visiting  List  will  take  place. 
This  being  our  first  visit  in  connection  with  the  above, 

I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  and  we  shall  do  our  best  to 
amuse  them. — H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  asst.  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golbome-road,  North  Kensington. — The  match  will  take 
place  at  Windsor  on  the  26th  inst.,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster.  Two  rods  and  live  bait  allowed.  Meet 
at  Westbourne  Park  at  8.15.  and  cease  fishing  at  six 
o’clock.  Members  can  go  by  a  later  train,  but  must 
report  themselves  before  fishing.  For  further  particu¬ 
lars  apply  to  secretary  on  the  morning  of  match. — 
J.  Harris,  sec. 

Hodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harpur-street, 
New  Kent-road. — Our  monthly  outing  will  take  place  on 
the  26th  inst.,  at  Pangbourne,  as  last,  all  to  catch  the 
5.15  p.m.  train  home ;  this  is  the  last  outing  of  the 
season  (and  don’t  forget  it).  The  following  members 
weigh  in  as  follows  on  the  12th  : — Messrs.  W.  Tidmarsh, 
H.  Mitchell,  W.  Lamberton,  F.  T.  Lamberton,  all  roach 
and  dace.  We  had  some  very  nice  shows  of  roach  and 
dace  as  follows,  on  19th : — Messrs.  T.  Line,  G.  Sharman, 
J.  Wigley,  W.  Lamberton,  F.  T.  Lamberton,  J.  Utting, 
F.  Lambert,  H.  Mitchell.  I  hope  members  will  show  up 
on  Wednesday  nights  better  than  they  have  been 
doing. — F.  T.  Lamberton,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — On  the  l9th  inst.  several 
members  were  out,  and  the  following  weighed-in  ;  Mr. 
Shaw,  sen.,  roach,  dace,  and  chub  ;  Mr.  Gibbons,  roach ; 
Mr.  Harris,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  jun.,  roach  and  dace. 
The  22nd  inst.  was  our  quarterly  night,  when,  1  am 
sorry  to  say,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  members,  bnt  the 


business  was  proceeded  with.  All  the  old  officers  volun¬ 
teered  to  retain  their  respective  offices  for  the  ensuing 
quarter.  Will  the  committeemen  please  take  notice  that 
their  services  will  be  required  next  Wednesday  at  9  p.m. 
to  settle  how  the  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for. 
Also,  that  there  will  be  an  outing  on  March  5. — AV.  R. 
Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope, 
Pollard-row,  E. — The  members  competed  on  the  Ifith 
inst,,  for  four  prizes  with  the  following  success;  Mr. 
Lazarus,  first,  with  dace  ;  Mr.  J.  Breedon,  second,  with 
dace;  Henry,  third,  with  dace;  Mr.  H.  Shead,  with 
dace,  fourth  ;  Mr.  R.  Dean,  with  dace,  also  from  Ted- 
dington.  Members  fishing  elsewhere — Mr.  D.  Marks, 
101b.  12oz.  roach;  Pleydell,  61b.  6Joz.  roach  ;  Mr.  Poly- 
kett,  roach,  5Ib.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  fine  lot  of  roach  ; 
BIr.  T.  Jones,  31b.  8Joz.  bream,  and  a  few  nice  roach  ; 
Mr.  AV.  Wells,  good  show  of  bream.  Do  not  forget  our 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund 
will  take  place  on  Monday,  Blarch  6,  anglers  and  friends 
are  all  invited.  Secretaries  not  receiving  notice  plea.se 
except  this. — T.  Sayce,  sec. 

South  Hornsey  Angling  Society.  —  At  a  good 
meeting  of  the  above  club  on  Friday,  Feb.  17,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Close  gave  a  very  interesting  reading  on  “  Fishing 
Generally  ”  and  his  experiences.  Blr.  V.  Parry  occupied 
the  chair.  After  the  business  of  the  evening  a  smoWng 
concert  was  held. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camber  well-road. — On  the  19th  inst., 
Messrs.  Sargeant,  Dartnell,  Stevens,  and  Boorman,  had 
roach  and  dace,  largest  roach.  11b.  4oz.  ;  dace,  T^oz.  On 
the  26th  inst.  we  fish  at  St.  Margaret’s,  for  three  prizes. 
— J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 

— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the  Second 
Surrey  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Spread  Eagle,  Stan- 
gate-street,  Lambeth,  at  the  back  of  the  Canterbury 
Blusio  Hall,  on  Tuesday  next,  28th  inst.  As  this  is  the 
society  of  which  Mr.  J.  AVright,  the  energetic  vice- 
president  of  the  list  is  secretary,  I  trust  to  see  every 
society  on  the  list  present  in  full  force. — A.  Conn,  hon. 
sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— On  the  12th  inst.  in  the 
competition  at  Slough  only  two  members  weighed-in, 
viz.,  Blr.  Walden,  jack,  31b.,  Mr.  Taylor,  jack,  21b.  On 
the  19th  Messrs.  F.  C.  Gerrard,  Hill,  Hare,  (jarpenter, 
Lewis,  C.  Boreham,  H.  and  A.  Mockridge  weighed-in 
shows  of  fish.  AVe  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  21st,  the 
delegates  gave  their  report,  and  several  members  com¬ 
mented  strongly  on  the  conduct  of  the  Central  Associa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  Thames  Conservancy  bye-laws.  On 
Tuesday  next  arrangements  will  be  made  for  another 
match. — H.  Reaves,  sec. 

Taniield  Angling  Club,  Leeds.  —  The  annual 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Leeds,  on 
Thursday  next,  March  2,  at  2.30  p.m.  Agenda:  To 
receive  the  committee’s  report  and  the  treasurer’s 
statement  of  accounts.  To  elect  two  new  members  in 
the  place  of  the  Rev.  Irton  Smith,  Ilkley,  and  Mr. 
Edward  Middelton,  Ilkley,  resigned.  'To  consider 
several  other  important  matters. — Francis  AI.  AVal- 
BRAN,  hon  sec. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  the  i9th  inst.,  with  the  following 
result:  Mr.  AV.  AVindred,  roach;  H.  Fennell,  roach  and 
dace  ;  J.  Steer,  chub.  No  iirizes  have  been  taken  in 
the  jack  match,  which  will  come  to  a  elose  on  the  26th 
inst. — H.  Tyler,  sec. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — ^Several  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  19th  inst.  The  following  had  fish  : — Mr.  Frankum, 
jack,  one  fish,  61b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  Belts,  roach ;  Blr.  Clnff, 
roach  ;  Sailor  Brown,  roach  and  dace.  AA’e  had  a  fair 
meeting  on  the  2l8t,  Mr.  Philips  in  the  chair,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Belts.  Mr.  Howson  was  balloted  for  and  duly 
elected.  We  have  a  still  a  few  more  vacancies  should 
any  gentleman  wish  to  join  us,  and  be  pleased  to  see 
them  on  any  Tuesday  evening.  I  have  the  tickets  on 
hand  for  the  Benevolent  match  should  any  member  re¬ 
quire  them. — H.  C. 

Waltouian  Angling  Society,  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park. — On  the  19th  inst. 
Mr.  Miller  weighed-in  bream,  51b.  lOoz.  ;  ditto  roach, 
51b.  15oz.,  one  fish,  11b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Grace,  fifteen  splen¬ 
did  roach  weighing  151b.  lOoz.,  one  fish,  lib.  9Joz.  ;  Mr. 
W.  Dodge,  also  roach  and  perch. — J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  AVestmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
Result  of  competition  on  the  19th  inst.  :  Mr.  Sparrow, 
1st,  With  61b.  lOoz.  roach ;  Mr.  Risdon,  2nd,  with 
41b.  5Joz.  roach  ;  Mr.  AValter  and  Mr.  Pearson  also  had 
fish.  At  the  meeting  on  the  22nd  it  was  decided  that 
we  have  a  paper  read  on  Monday,  March  6,  full  parti¬ 
culars  will  be  announced  next  week.  A  circular  from 
the  committee  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  com¬ 
petition,  to  take  place  on  March  19,  at  the  Rye  House, 
was  read,  and  it  was  decided  to  send  a  handsome  cruet- 
stand  to  be  fished  for  as  a  prize  from  this  society.  Our 
next  competition  will  be  next  Wednesday  for  two  prizes. 
Conditions  open — C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — On  the  19th  inst.  Mr. 
Haines  weighed-in  81b.  roach  ;  Mr.  Bryant,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
Barnes,  31b.  2oz.  The  consolation  prizes  will  be  fished 
for  from  Teddington  lock  to  Twickenham  ferry  (usual 
train)  on  the  26th  inst.  A  visit  on  the  Association 
(Southern  District)  list  to  our  club,  will  take  place  on 
March  7,  and  as  this  is  the  first  for  some  years,  I  shall 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  AVednesday  next  is  quarterly 
meeting  night,  and  notice  has  been  given  of  an  altera¬ 
tion  to  rule  10. — Chas.  AA’yer,  sec. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


English  and  AVelsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  There 
has  been  nothing  but  disturbances  in  the  river  since 
Christmas,  and  one  day  in  the  middle  of  the  week  I  get 
a  report,  by  the  end  of  the  week  the  water  will  be  in 
good  order  for  fishing ;  then  on  the  following  day  the 
rainy  weather  again  commences,  and  all  hopes  and 
expectations  for  another  week  are  again  vanished. 
AA’hether  this  state  of  things  will  continue  to  the  end  of 
the  general  angling  season  no  one  can  tell,  but  one  thing 
is  certain,  the  season  itself  will  soon  come  to  an  end.  It 
seems  a  great  pity,  especially  so  for  jack  fishing,  when 
it  is  said  there  is  a  good  supply,  and  both  anglers  and 
fishermen  want  to  get  amongst  them.  No  wonder  the 
clubs  are  busy  with  readings  of  papers,  smoking  concerts, 
or  annual  dinners  ;  the  anglers  must  do  something,  if 
there  is  nothing  in  the  day  to  tempt  them  out  they 
must  make  merry  in  the  evenings,  and  there  is  no 
class  of  men  that  know  how  to  enjoy  themselves 
better  than  the  anglers.  AVhen  they  go  a-fishing 
they  combine  pleasure  with  the  sport ;  and  if  you  don’t 
catch  an  angler  in  a  punt  with  a  basket  and  some¬ 
thing  in  it,  I  should  be  very  much  mistaken.  I  have 
spent  many  happy  days  in  private  fishing  with  some  of 
our  leading  Thames  anglers,  and,  although  they  have 
worked  hard  in  fishing,  they  have  not  forgotten  the 
intervals  when  lubrication  was  necessary,  and  the  con¬ 
tents  of  a  good  luncheon  basket  fairly  discussed  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  and  what  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Spreckley  called  a  ‘‘good  thick  tea”  at  the  end  of  it. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  I  used  to  have  to  record  some 
good  takes  of  jack  from  private  waters,  but  in  the 
present  day,  whether  these  waters  have  been  fished  out 
or  orders  to  fish  somewhat  limited  I  cannot  tell,  but  I 
do  know  too  much  publicity  has  been  given  at  times 
where  the  waters  have  been  situated,  and  the  proprietor 
overwhelmed  with  application,  has  given  them  up.  My 
neighbour,  Mr.  Miller,  who  is  an  enthusiastic  sportsman, 
has  been  away,  and  returned  home  with  some  jaek,  the 
largest  weighing  about  231b.,  some  anglers  will  say 
‘‘  AVhere  ?  ”  My  answer  is  “don’t  know,” — B. 

Upper  Thames.— The  Thames  valley  has  for  weeks 
past  been  so  continuously  visited  by  rain  that  the  tale 
has  told  at  last,  and,  although  the  weir  gates  are  open 
down  to  the  sills,  the  push  of  ground  water  is  too  great 
for  the  outlets ;  and,  as  I  write,  the  river  is  over  the 
banks  in  many  places,  and  a  flood,  without  a  cessation  of 
rain,  is  only  a  matter  of  hours,  as  the  river  is  rising  by 
inches  per  day.  Under  these  adverse  angling  and  ele¬ 
mentary  circumstances  I  need  hardly  say  that  fishing  is 
almost  out  of  the  question,  but,  yet  those  who  know 
how  to  go  to  work  will  assuredly  catch  good  roach  in 
eddies  and  lay-byes,  and  jack  also,  as  evidenced  by  a 
take  of  five  fish  in  the  creek  above  Temple  on  the  19th 
— best  fish  SJlb.,  and  another  yesterday  by  the  Temple 
lock-keeper  7.ilb.  in  weight.  Rain  ceased,  and  slight  in¬ 
dications  of  frost  to-night  (Thursday).  —  “Marlow 
Buzz.” 

Thames  (lUConkey  Island).— AVednesday  morning, 
water  thick  and  rising,  not  much  prospect  for  the  next 
week.  Barbel  and  roach,  with  the  chance  of  a  chub  in 
eddies  or  on  the  shallows,  with  paternoster  with  tail  of 
lob,  three  hooks  with  a  bullet  about  18in.  from  the 
bottom,  hook  with  the  bullet  to  be  at  the  top.  Several 
bank  anglers  down  on  the  19th,  all  getting  roach .  some 
of  them  running  large,  from  41b.  to  just  upon  11b.  in 
weight.  Blr.  AVindred,  out  with  punt,  about  a  dozen 
very  good  roach,  two  of  them  going  just  upon  11b.  each. 
— R.  Plummer,  Sen. 

Thames  (Hichmond). — A  gentleman,  fishing  with 
Henry  Blansell,  in  one  day,  191b.  weight  of  roach  and 
dace. 

Thames  (Staines).— John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  out 
one  day  day  with  Mr.  Rogers  and  friend,  and  got  3')lb. 
of  good  roach  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Back,  four  dozen 
of  roach  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Wilson,  fiv'e  dozen  of 
roach,  one  perch,  and  one  chub  ;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Jones,  three  dozen  of  roach  :  and  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Newbury,  at  Surley  Hall,  about  four  dozen  of  roach. 
In  the  above  takes  a  great  many  of  the  roach  weighed 
from  11b.  to  lilb.  each.  The  bank  anglers  have  been 
getting  some  fine  roach  and  dace.  One  got  three  jack, 
the  largest  3 Jib.,  the  other  two  2 Jib.  each  ;  another.got 
a  jack  of  J'^b. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  Sons 
daring  the  week,  four  brace  of  jack,  a  few  perch,  a 
tench,  of  21b.,  and  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 
Herbert,  in  one  day,  took  101b.  ot  roach  and  dace,  a 
barbel  of  71b.,  and  a  jack  of  4lb.  The  bank  anglers 
have  done  well  with  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Teddin^on). — A  few  jack  have  been 
taken  from  the  banks,  and  one  of  the  bank  anglers  got  a 
tench  of  21b.  3oz. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  C.  Brown,  one  day, 
with  Mr.  Carter  and  friend,  101b.  of  fine  roach  and  dace  ; 
G-  Coxen,  in  two  days,  141b.  of  roach  and  dace ;  Mr. 
Harper,  in  one  day,  101b.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  Pert 
Hammerton,  in  two  days,  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  and  three  bream  ;  A.  Hammerton,  in  one  day,  five 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace ;  Richard  Moffatt,  in  one  day. 
three  and  a  half  dozen  of  fine  roach  and  dace  ;  and  John 
Spong,  during  the  week,  301b.  of  roach  and  seven  bream. 

Thames  (Windsor). —  The  river  here  is  fast 
approaching  the  raging,  roaring,  ramping  torrent  stage, 
and  prospects  for  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  1892-93,  which  closes  on  the  14th  prox.,  are 
gloomy  in  the  extreme.  A  few  bank  anglers  have  been 
wallowing  in  the  mud  to  get  a  few  roach,  and,  I  must 
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say,  have  lately  succeeded,  many  getting  rather  more 
than  a  few,  and  in  excellent  condition ;  yesterday, 
though,  was  high  and  thick.  Mr.  O’Dowd,  of  London, 
with  Keene,  jun.,  had  a  nice  tray  of  about  101b.,  which 
he  deserved  for  sticking  to  it  in  such  weather.  Trout 
are  beginning  to  move  here.  On  the  10th  inst.  (one  of 
the  most  glorious  days  that  ever  gladdened  the  heart  of 
man  in  February)  two  were  seen  playing  about,  and  Mr. 
Hewlett,  of  Eton,  whilst  roach  fishing,  noticed  one 
playing  about  in  mid-stream.  I  am  surprised  that  more 
were  not  noticed  on  the  10th  inst.,  which  was,  without 
exception,  for  time  of  year,  one  of  the  most  beautiful, 
balmy,  trouty  days  ever  experienced.  This  afternoon  a 
sea  swallow,  doubtless  through  stress  of  sveather, 
alighted  on  the  river  here  close  to  the  firework  eyot, 
Windsor  bridge,  and  was  easily  captured  by  hand  from 
a  boat  by  Mr.  Haverley,  an  Eton  waterman. — B.  R. 
Bambbidge,  per  F.  W. 

Ancholme  District. — The  delightful  weather  of  the 
past  week  has  been  superseded  by  rain  and  snow,  with 
much  lower  temperature.  A  little  more  stocking  with 
trout  has  taken  place  in  some  of  the  local  becks,  but 
the  most  important  evMt  of  the  week  is  the  turning 
into  the  Ancholme  to-day  of  350  very  fine  king  carp 
supplied  to  the  commissioners  by  the  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor.  Some  of  these  fish  will,  under  favourable  eon- 
ditions.  weigh  as  much  as  41b.  each  next  season.  It  is 
hoped  that  if  any  are  caught  before  the  close  time,  they 
will  be  promptly  returned. — Thomas  Ford 

Dee  (Corwen). — The  river  keeps  very  high.  On 
Wednesday  it  was  snowing  all  day,  which  covered  the 
ground  to  Sin.  or  4in.,  and  the  river  was  discoloured. 
On  Friday,  the  17th,  Mr.  W.  Stansfield  had  half-a-dozen 
good  trout  in  very  good  condition.  On  Saturday  T. 
Wood  had  IJlb  in  the  Alwen  at  Bettws  with  worm.  The 
weather  is  very  unsettled  for  good  fishing  — Hugh 
Williams. 

Barle  (Dulverton). — The  river  is  still  high.  It  is 
still  rainy  and  very  windy.  Mr.  Parminter,  of  Mine- 
head,  killed  61b.  of  nice  trout,  and  in  his  basket  was 
one  of  lOoz.,  Mr.  Eontb,  on  Monday  last,  killed  twelve 
and  a  half  brace.  The  fish  are  in  fair  condition.  Best 
flies,  Blue  Uprights,  winged  and  hackled,  and  Blue,  with 
silver  twist.  Messrs.  Gibbs  and  Bolt  at  Exford  have 
done  well. — Irok  Blue. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Since  the  opening  of  the  salmon 
rod  season  on  the  16th,  the  river  has  been  very  unsettled, 
and  scarcely  ever  in  order.  A  few  kelts  have  been  landed, 
but  I  have  not  heard  of  one  spring  fish  being  killed. 
There  are  plenty  in  the  water,  and  very  little  disease  so 
far.  The  nets  at  Armathwaite  have  done  well,  about 
100  fish  having  been  taken.  Warwick  Hall  and  Corby 
fisheries  not  so  well  as  last  year.  Below  Carlisle  s  ime 
heavy  fish  were  got  ten  days  ago,  several  being  over 
301b.,  and  one  351b.  The  river  is  now  getting  into  order 
for  the  fly. — Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — There  has  been  no 
reason  to  complain  of  lack  of  water  this  week,  the  river 
running  bank-high  day  after  day.  Thj  backwaters 
have  in  consequence  received  most  attention,  but 
pike  have  not  fed  well,  and  only  a  few  small  ones  have 
been  met  with,  Mr.  Pidsley  heading  the  list  with  a  four- 
pounder  from  the  Cowley  backwater.  Messrs.  Edwards 
and  Jackman  tried  the  Tiverton  Canal  again  a  few  days 
since,  when  they  landed  sixteen  between  them,  but  none 
of  any  calibre,  several  having  to  be  put  back.  They 
intend  giving  another  trial  to  this  water  to-morow,  so  I 
hope  next  week’s  report  will  include  some  better  speci¬ 
mens.  The  few  anglers  who  have  tried  for  trout,  have  been 
fairly  fortunate,  bags  of  five  or  six  brace  being  made  by 
one  or  two  on  the  opening  day.  The  best  specimen  I 
have  heard  of  was  a  fine  fellow  of  2^16.,  which  was 
taken  in  the  Culm  by  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Exeter.  It  was  a 
very  nice  shaped  fis’n,  being  in  exceptionally  good  order 
for  so  early  in  the  season.  On  the  Brampford  water, 
Messrs.  Coward  and  Snell  were  among  the  most 
successful,  the  first  named  taking  ten  very  fair  trout 
last  Wednesday.  Salmon  have  been  taking  advantage 
of  the  fine  water  during  the  past  few  days,  and  a  good 
stock  of  springers  must  be  now  in  the  higher  reaches. 
Salmon  fishermen  are  eager  for  the  fray,  and  are  confi¬ 
dent  of  a  good  opening  next  Wednesday. — Red  Palmer. 

Ten  'Waters  (South  Iiincolnshire). — Sport  has 
been  chiefly  confined  to  members  of  local  clubs  and  local 
experts,  and  for  the  most  part  they  have  confined  their 
operations  to  pike.  Roach  and  bream,  however,  I  am 
told,  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  so,  also,  are  perch. 
The  pike  captures  mentioned  in  angling  quarters  ruu  up 
to  71b.  or  81b.,  and  in  one  or  two  cases,  91b.  fish  have  been 
reported.  Most  sport  just  now  seems  to  be  had  on  the 
Forty-foot,  though  other  drains,  and  also  the  rivers,  have 
had  their  occupants. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts)  . — Visitors  to  this  river  in  the 
summer-time  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  it  is  likely  the 
water  will  be  kept  freer  of  weeds  than  formerly.  The 
Drainage  Commissioners  have  just  had  constructed  a 
new  steam  paddle-boat  for  cleaning  the  river,  and  cut¬ 
ting  the  weeds.  It  is  23ft.  long,  8ft.  beam,  and  13ft. 
across  the  paddles,  with  a  draught  of  18in.  Its  engines 
are  high  pressure,  suitable  for  working  1201b.  to  the 
inch.  It  is  constructed  of  steel,  and  has  at  its  stern  a 
powerful  drag  or  dredge  for  scouring  the  bottom  of  the 
river,  and  at  its  sides  are  knives  or  scythes  for  cutting 
the  weeds.  The  design  of  the  boat  is  said  to  be  unique, 
and  it  was  constructed,  under  the  supervision  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  by  Messrs.  E.  Clark  and  Co.,  of  Brimscombe,  near 
Stroud.  Its  trial  trip  last  week  was  a  success. — L. 

Lark  and  Little  Ouse. — Impossible  to  get  near 
them.  One  of  the  heaviest  floods  we  have  had  this  win¬ 
ter.  It’s  no  use  thinking  about  angling  for  another  week 
at  least. — William  Howlett. 

Lea  and  Stort. — On  the  19th  inst.  the  rivers  were 
in  capital  order,  and  for  a  wonder,  the  weather  on  that 


day  was  more  favourable  than  it  has  been  for  some  time, 
consequently,  anglers  as  a  rule,  found  much  better  sport. 
Some  very  good  catches  were  had  from  the  Ware 
district.  I  beard  of  one  successful  fisherman  having 
something  like  201b.,  near  Rye  House  ;  and  Broxbourne 
sport  was  generally  good,  although  the  luck  was  vari¬ 
able,  as  in  some  cases  the  fish  were  feeding  well  in 
swims,  not  far  away  from  other  pitches  where  they  were 
doing  nothing ;  but  fish  are  proverbially  uncertain 
as  to  their  feeding,  and  there  generally  seems  to  bo  an 
element  of  luck  in  following  the  pursuit.  From  the 
Stort  I  heard  of  better  fishing  than  any  that  had  been 
had  this  year.  Some  of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham 
members  showed  some  nice  fish.  Mr.  Tom  Burberry  had 
a  jack  of  51b.,  which  had  nearly  drawn  into  the  river — 
during  a  temporary  absence — his  rod  and  line  ;  this  fish 
was  taken  from  the  barge  canal,  near  Pickard’s  lick. 
Mr.  W.  Dew  had  a  fine  lot  of  roach  from  the  Stort.  Mr. 
J.  Hadkiss  had  a  good  chub  and  a  roach  from  Brox¬ 
bourne  ;  Mr.  W.  West,  a  small  jack  ;  Mr.  T.  Hadkiss, 
perch  ;  Mr.  H.  West,  roach;  and  Mr.  Goodson,  perch  ; 
all  the  above,  I  understand,  took  prizes.  At  Cook’s 
Ferry,  Mr.  E.  L.  Le  Pinehada  nice  pike,  weighing  fijlb., 
from  the  old  river.  There  will  be  a  smoking  concert  at 
the  Park  Angling  Club,  Tottenham,  on  Tuesday  next. — 
Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — With  the  waters  adjacent  to  the  town  in 
rather  better  condition  for  angling,  matters  livened  up 
somewhat  at  the  early  pirt  of  the  week.  The  canal 
afforded  fine  sport  among  the  roach.  Mr.  Tyler  s’lowed 
61b.  of  good  fish  caught  with  the  freshwater  shrimp  ; 
Mr.  Iliff,  51b.,  largest,  11b.,  whilst  Messrs.  Prime  and 
Hobbs,  and  several  other  noted  piscators,  were  to  the 
fore  with  fair  lots  of  roach  and  perch.  In  the  higher 
reaches,  at  Aylestone,  decent  sport  has  been  had  with 
roach,  chub,  and  perch.  Pike  fishing  has  not  been  a 
success  of  late,  although  anglers  have  been  indefatigable 
in  their  efforts  to  get  good  specimens  to  weigh-in  at  the 
various  clubs.  The  waters  down  the  Wreake  Valley 
have  been  more  fishable  during  the  past  few  days,  but 
anglers  have  been  far  from  numerous,  and  items  to  hand 
are  not  of  a  startling  kind.  In  the  Soar  at  Blaby, 
Narborough,  and  Croft,  roach  have  been  taken 
abundantly.  Mr.  Woods  having  a  splendid  lot  of  fish. 

Liigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  very  high  with  stained  water,  and  there  is  no 
prospect  of  fishing  in  the  near  future,  the  weather  to-day 
(Wednesday)  being  very  bad,  rain  and  sleet  have  been 
falling  continuously  ;  wind  N.E. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — Roach  and  bream  have 
been  well  on  the  feed,  but  I  am  afraid  there  is  not  much 
likelihood  of  obtaining  sport  with  the  jack. — W.  Shrub- 
sole. 

Ouse  (Hunting'don).— -The  water  being  in  prime 
order  at  the  end  of  iast  week,  severals  rods  were  at  work 
with  good  success,  jack  feeding  well,  and  several  good 
fish  were  taken,  several  from  41b.  to  81b.,  but  one  good 
fish  was  taken  hy  a  local,  lOjlb.  According  to  what  has 
come  to  my  notice  I  can  say  that  between  fifty  and  sixty 
good  fish  were  taken,  more  particularly  on  the  18th  and 
19th,  they  being  two  fine  days,  but  since  then  rain  and 
snow  set  in  and  caused  another  quick  flood  (Wednesday) 
and  thick  as  puddle,  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  put  a  stop 
to  all  fishing  for  the  season.  Acres  of  land  inundated 
in  a  few  hours,  causing  great  disappointment  to  all 
anglers  who  were  thinking  of  finishing  up  the  season 
with  good  sport. — H.  Rout. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — Trout  fishing  opens  with 
the  coming  month,  but  probably  little  sport  will  bo 
obtained  until  a  spell  of  warmer  spring  weather  sets  in. 
Then  may  the  natural  or  artificial  minnow  be  used  with 
success,  for  it  is  usually  during  the  first  month  or  two 
of  the  season,  before  the  river  has  become  low  and 
bright,  and  the  fish  shy  and  fastidiou',  that  the  best 
trout  fishing  in  the  Severn  may  be  obtained. — Piscator. 

Severn,  'Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Trout  fishing  commences  in  all  our  rivers  on 
Thursday  next,  March  2,  excepting  in  the  Severn  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Vyrnwy,  where  it  does  not  open  until 
March  15.  Not  a  single  salmon  has  yet  been  taken  in 
this  neighbourhood. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures). — The  river  is  in  flood,  and  the 
adjoining  meadows  on  Thursday  were  covered  with 
water.  On  the  19th  inst.,  an  angler  took  a  roach 
weighing  lib.  13oz.,  and  on  Monday  a  pike  of  61b.  was 
caught. — Goosequill. 

Sussex  Rivers. — But  little  sunshine  has  been 
recorded  daring  the  week,  and  the  dull,  foggy  weather  has 
doubtless  kept  anglers  from  the  riverside.  As  a  rule,  the 
waters  are  high  and  somewhat  clouded.  The  Arun  is 
almost  deserted,  and  a  few  bream  and  roach  from  the 
Amberley  district  is  the  brief  record.  A  pike  of  close 
upon  61b.  was  taken  on  Monday  from  the  Rother  near 
Selham,  and  a  few  small  fish  are  notified  from  the  lower 
portion  of  the  water.  The  chub  fishermen  on  the  Ouse 
have  met  with  but  indifferent  success.  A  few  good  roach 
and  perch,  and  pike  up  to4Jlb.,  have  been  taken  above 
Barcombe.  A  basket  of  51b.  of  roach  and  dace  were  taken 
from  the  Adur  on  Tuesday,  and  from  the  Birdham  water 
at  Chichester  canal  some  small  pike,  bream,  and  roach 
are  reported. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  rivers  have  all  been  over 
their  banks,  and  only  in  a  few  places  could  the  very 
persistent  angler  get  a  throw  in.  Mr.  Finch,  I  hear,  has 
tried  all  the  rivers  within  the  radius  thoroughly, — and 
finds  it  very  difficult  to  fish  the  rivers  so  high  ;  but  the 
few  fish  he  has  taken  were  in  good  condition.  Mr. 
Anstey,  who  fishes  for  Earl  Fortescue,  has  taken  some 
nice  fish,  with  both  the  fly  and  worm  in  the  Bray.— 
Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — An  old  angler  informs  me  that 
the  water  is  in  rare  trim  for  worm  fishing,  and  says  he 
has  always,  before  the  trout  season  was  altered,  taken  his 


largest  baskets  of  trout  in  the  month  of  February. 
Grayling  fishing  may  now  be  said  to  be  at  an  end  for 
this  season,  and  on  the  whole  it  has  been  a  very  bad  one. 
Anglers  have  not  been  out,  and  are  waiting  until  Thurs¬ 
day  next  when  some  trout  should  be  taken  with  the  worm. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwycho  are  all  coloured. 
Trout  fishing  should  be  good  in  the  Corve  this  season. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  is  rising  rapidly,  with 
every  appearance  of  a  flood,  and  anglers  are  experienc¬ 
ing  a  terribly  disheartening  period.  A  few  coarse 
fish — chub,  roach,  and  dace — were  taken  with  worms 
up  to  Monday,  and  booked  at  the  Piscatorial  club- 
room,  and  on  'Thursday  evening  Mr.  George  Trickett 
exhibited  a  nice  pike,  weighing  101b.,  taken  from  a  pri¬ 
vate  water  about  three  miles  from  Newark.  The  majority 
of  anglers  have,  however,  laid  bv  their  pike  tackle  for 
the  present  season,  and  for  the  next  few  days  bottom 
fishermen  will  be  compelled  to  take  an  enforced  rest. 
Trentsider. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  river  is  now  fining  down  after 
the  long  freshet,  and  fishing  with  the  fly  will  begin  in 
earnest  the  beginning  of  the  week.  The  weather  has 
become  much  colder,  and  prevents  the  natural  fly  coming 
out  on  the  water.  Some  excellent  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  captured  this  week  with  the  ground  bait.  Disease 
in  old  salmon  is  prevalent,  but  not  to  any  marked  extent, 
as  in  most  seasons.  . 

Yare  (Norwich). — The  past  week  has  broughu  in 
reports  of  catches,  including  one  of  271b.  caught  by  Mr. 
G.  Cubitt,  and  one  of  201b.  caught  by  Mr.  Jimpson. 
The  two  fish  above  alluded  to  are  sufficient  to  show  what 
are  in  our  waters,  and  only  await  visitors  to  come  and 
catch  them. — Robert  Moll. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Borg'ie  (Strathnaver,  N.B.).— Mr.  Hugh  Bruce, 
keeper  at  Borgie  Lodge,  landed  four  salmon  since  last 
reported. — McB. 

Breadalbane  Arms  (Aherfeldy). — On  Saturday 
Mr.  Nicol  landed  a  fish  of  201b.,  and  lost  another,  which 
took  out  the  whole  of  the  lino,  broke  the  trace,  and  dis¬ 
appeared.  Mr.  Campbell,  fishing  on  Wednesday,  killed 
a  new-run  salmon  of  191b. — A.  N. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ai'dgay,  N.B.).  — One 
angler  tried  the  lower  beats  a  few  days  ago,  but  met  with 
no  success  ;  in  fact,  those  best  acquainted  with  the  pools 
assert  that  verj-  few  fish  have  yet  ascended  the  river. — 
McB. 

Forss  (Caithness).  —  On  the  opening  day,  Mr, 
Smith,  Forss,  killed  three  fish  of  81b.,  91b.,  and  101b. 
On  the  13th,  the  Westfield  rod  got  one  fish  of  101b.,  and 
on  the  17th,  one  fish  of  71b.  The  river  has  been  too 
dirty  daring  the  week  owing  to  the  melting  snow,  some 
fish  have  been  seen  trying  to  get  over  the  fafls.  Good 
sport  is  expected  if  the  water  keeps  favourable. 

Halladale  (Sutherlandshire). — On  the  20th  inst., 
the  Sandside  rod  fishing  opened  No.  5  beat,  had  one  fish 
of  81b.  Some  sea  trout  have  been  got  on  the  tidal 
waters. 

Inveran  Hotel  "Waters  (Inverness-shire,  N.E.). 

— On  Wednesday  last  an  Edinburgh  gentleman  fished 
the  lower  beats  and  landed  a  salmon — the  first  of  the 
season — weighing  9^1b.,  on  Smith  Pool,  and  on  Saturday 
one  of  101b.  on  Blackstone  Pool.  River  in  capital  fishing 
order,  and  good  sport  anticipated. — McB. 

Kinross  (Lochleven).— On  Friday  Mr.  Fortune, 
Cowdenbeath,  journeyed  t)  Kinross  in  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  weather  proving  suitable  fer  an  attempt 
being  made  to  draw  the  first  blood  of  the  season  on 
Lochleven.  On  his  arrival  a  cold,  south-westerly  wind 
was  blowing,  and  the  prospect  of  sport  so  uninviting 
that  it  was  with  some  reluctance  that  he  embarked. 
After  several  miles  of  ground  had  been  gone  over  with¬ 
out  any  result  a  fine  trout  of  11b.  was  landed  near  the 
Old  Manse.  The  boat  afterwards  returned  to  the  pier, 
after  having  been  out  three  hours.  On  Monday  the 
weather  was  mild,  and  a  large  number  of  flies  were  on 
the  water,  while  those  out  with  the  net  boat  observed  a 
number  of  fish  ;on  the  rise.  The  pike  netters  have  been 
at  work  daring  the  past  week,  but  their  labours  have  up 
to  the  present  proved  futile.  While  netting  for  these 
some  heavy  “  takes”  of  trout  were  got,  but  of  course 
none  of  them  were  retained.  Several  of  the  best  hauls 
were  made  off  the  Castle  Island,  when  as  many  as  from 
five  to  six  dozen  trout  have  been  got  at  a  single  haul. 
Sleet  has  fallen  heavily  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  the 
weather  has  become  cold  and  wintry.— Rob  r.  B.  Laing. 

Loch.  Tay  (Killill.)— Out  from  Ardeonaig  Hotel, 
Loch  Tay.  On  13th,  Mr.  Martin,  London,  one  fish,  191b. 
on  15th,  one  251b.  ;  on  17th,  one  161b.  ;  on  20th,  one 
301b.  ;  Provost  Griffiths,  Falkirk,  two  fish,  221b.  and 
171b.  ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Glasgow,  one,  201b.  A  gentleman 
from  Glasgow,  on  15th,  two  fish,  221b.  each  ;  on  10th, 
two  221b.  and  171b. ;  on  17th,  one,  171b.  ;  water  in 
fine  ply. 

Loch  Tay  and  River  Lyon  (Kenmore,  Perth¬ 
shire,  N.B.)— 16th,  on  the  river  Lyon,  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
hotel  water,  caught  two  salmon,  171b.  and  101b. ;  17th, 
Peter  Dewar,  keeper,  caught  salmon  261b  ,  Dunnever 
water ;  18th,  .Mr.  Philip  Geen,  on  the  hotel  water,  one 
salmon,  161b.;  20th,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  on  the  hotel  water, 
one  salmon,  301b.  ;  21st,  on  Loch  Tay,  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
three  salmon,  171b.,  161b.,  and  161b.  ;  Mr.  Aitkin,  Litter- 
ellen,  two  salmon,  231b.  and  191b.;  22nd,  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
one  salmon,  241b. ;  also  Robson,  the  keeper,  on  the 
reserved  water,  caught  salmon  15ib.  ;  only  one  boat  out 
from  the  hotel.  Loch  coming  into  splendid  ply ;  never 
been  so  many  salmon  in  the  loch  for  years,  such  good 
river  for  them  to  run. — Knight. 

Naver  (Bettykill.  Satkerland).  —  On  the  10th 
inst.  Mr.  Delasalle,  fishing  from  Bettyhill  Hotel,  on 
No.  2  beat,  caught  two  salmon  weighing  81b.  and  91b. 
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On  the  lltb  Mr.  Alex.  Sellar,  Hartfield,  Tain,  on  No.  2 
beat,  one  salmon,  101b.  Monday  week  was  blank,  but 
on  Tuesday  Mr.  Delasalle,  on  No.  3  beat,  two  salmon, 
Olb.  and  Gib.  Wednesday  was  blank.  On  Thursday  Mr. 
Dela.-alle,  on  No.  1  beat,  two  salmon,  81b.  and  91b.  :  Mr. 
MacCance,  on  No.  2  beat,  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  and  General 
Hills,  on  No.  3  beat,  two  salmon,  Gib.  and  81b.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  MacCance,  on  No.  3  beat,  one  salmon,  91b. ; 
Colonel  Martin,  on  No.  4  beat,  two  salmon,  81b.  and 
9lb.  ;  and  General  Hills,  on  No.  5  beat,  two  salmon,  81b. 
and  17,1b  — McB. 

North  and  South  Esks  (Forfarshire).  -  The 

net-fishing  began  on  these  river.s  on  the  IGth,  under 
favourable  conditions.  The  heavy  rains  of  Tuesday  had 
brought  down  both  streams  in  spate,  and  the  water  was 
([uite  out  of  condition.  The  opening  day  was  very  dull 
and  wet,  and  about  noon  the  rivers  rose  to  such  a  height 
tliat,  except  in  the  tidal  shots,  scarcely  anything  was 
done.  Though  the  takes  were  below  expectation,  there 
were  appearances  that,  under  other  conditions,  good 
shots  would  be  made.  The  tidal  shots  yielded  74  ;  the 
middle.  280 ;  the  upper  waters,  110  fish  ;  and  the  staL 
nets  in  the  bay,  30  fish.  Bag  nets  were  not  put  out, 
owing  to  the  heavy  sea  running.  On  the  North  Esk 
two  trout  were  got.  Kelts  were  not  numerous,  but 
from  thirty  to  forty  baggots  were  caught.  All  clean 
salmon  were  quite  free  from  disease,  and  only  a  few  of 
the  kelts  showed  traces  of  fungus.  The  fish  generally 
were  very  small,  many  under  61b..  and  the  heaviest, 
which  was  got  on  the  upper  reaches,  was  241b.  A  few 
anglers  tried  the  upper  waters,  but  with  poor  success, 
only  a  few  kelts  being  hooked.  A  clean  fish  of  181b. 
was  got  with  a  deep  sea  line  fixed  near  the  tail.  It  had 
lieen  fouled  by  the  fishermen  when  in  the  sea,  and,  being 
stronger  than  the  gear,  had  got  off.  The  South  Esk  was 
so  entirely  out  of  condition  that  only  a  few  pools  could 
be  fished.  Most  of  the  fish  in  both  rivers  had  only  been 
for  a  short  time  out  of  the  water. — Iasgaie. 

Skin. — Now  that  rod  fishing  has  commenced  it  may 
be  of  interest  to  give  statistics  of  last  year’s  angling. 
During  February  and  March  twenty-eight  salmon, 
aggregating  3G41b  ,  were  landed,  as  compared  with 
twenty-eight  salmon,  3031b.,  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  1891.  In  April  last  year  Mr.  Lake  and  party  caught 
fifty-one  salmon,  5901b.,  whereas  the  basket  in  April 
1891  was  sixty-eight  salmon,  839Hb.  During  May  last 
Sir  J.  Ferguson  Davie  and  party  landed  fifty-seven 
salmon,  735Jlb.,  against  sixty-nine  salmon,  SGulb.,  in 
May.  1891.  In  June  Mr.  Buxton  and  party  caught  forty- 
five  salmon,  C491b.,  and  ten  grilse,  501b.  :  the  previous 
June  yielded  thirty-four  salmon,  437Jlb.,  and  twenty- 
three  grilse,  1241b.  In  July  Lord  Braybrook  grassed 
seven  salmon,  lOlJlb.,  and  sixty-one  grilse,  320Jlb.  :  and 
Mr.  Baton  (on  upper  waters)  six  salmon,  951b.,  and 
eleven  grilse,  65Jlb.  ;  being  a  total  for  that  month  of 
thirteen  salmon,  199Jlb.,  and  seventy-two  grilse,  3861 b.  ; 
against  twenty-one  salmon,  230.\lb.,  and  thirty-four 
grilse,  2091b.,  in  the  previous  July.  During  August, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Palmer,  Mr.  Baton,  Mr.  Hall,  and  others,  made 
a  total  of  nine  salmon,  9-llb.,  and  twenty-one  grilse,  120  Jib., 
as  compared  with  fourteen  salmon,  1681b.,  and  twenty- 
two  grilse,  1371b.,  in  August  1891.  In  September  Mr. 
Hall  and  party  killed  eight  salmon,  1101b.,  and  five  grilse, 
3.31b. ;  another  angler  six  salmon,  931b.  and  seven  grilse, 
401b.  ;  and  Mr.  'T.  Coupland  (fishing  a  few  days  only) 
three  salmon,  651b.,  or  an  average  of  close  on  221b., 
and  three  grilse,  191b.,  which  madeatotal  for  September 
of  seventeen  salmon,  2681b.  and  fifteen  grilse  921b.  against 
nine  salmon.  1261b.  and  one  grilse  Gib.  in  the  previous 
September.  In  the  course  of  the  season  four  salmon 
were  caught  weighing  301b.  upward,  the  heaviest  being 
31-lb.  the  biggest  ever  caught  on  the  Shin.  It  was  got 
on  the  last  day  of  the  season  by  Dr.  Mackay  on  Herbert 
Pool.  The  greatest  number  of  salmon  landed  in  one 
day  was  seven  on  April  2G.  Toe  following  statement  of 
fish  landed  and  their  weight  will  show  at  a  glance  how 
the  river  has  been  steadily  improving  since  the  abolition 
of  the  Inverness-shire  nettings  a  tow  years  ago  by  the  late 
Duke  of  Sutherland  : — 1889,  sevesty-two  salmon,  94941b.  ; 
three  grilse,  141b.  ;  total,  seventy-five  fish,  9G341b.  1890, 
eighty -five  salmon,  9991b.  :  twentv  grilse,  1291b.  ;  total, 
105  fish,  10281b.  1891,  247  salmon,  29931h. ;  seventy-six 
grilse,  4281b. ;  total,  .323  fish,  34211b.  1892,  220  salmon, 
290olb.  ;  118  grilse,  649ilb. ;  total,  338  fish,  3549.ilb.- 
McB. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  weather  has  been  very 
favourable  for  the  prosecution  of  sport,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  the  results  have  been  most  discouraging. 
True,  there  has  been  sport — and  good  sport  too — 
of  a  kind,  for  one  sportsman,  to  my  knowledge,  had  to 
return  fifteen  fish  to  the  water  at  one  outing,  while 
from  four  to  six,  eight,  and  a  dozen  was  no  uncommon 
number  to  be  returned  by  an  angler  any  day  last  week. 
Some  of  the^  from  being  so  long  in  fine,  deep,  fresh 
water  pools,  'were  in,  for  them,  really  good  condition, 
and  afforded,  as  stated,  no  mean  sport,  one  25-pounder 
taking  half  an  hour  to  laud.  It  is  not  only  aggravating 
to  find  you  have  landed  a  fish  of  the'*' “  wrong  order;’ 
but  when  you  have  done  so,  to  find  that  the  dressing  of 
your  fly  has  been  considerably  spoiled  by  so  much  play. 
The  river  seems  to  be  teeming  with  these  kelts.  which 
are  exceeding  troublesome,  as  can  be  imagined.  There 
are  various  reasons  which  might  be  adduced  for  the 
absence  of  spring-run  salmon.  For  one  thing,  the  tem- 
I>erature  of  the  water  is  low  at  this  season  and  is  against 
their  rising  to  the  fly,  but  I  fear  the  old  story  of  the 
Duke’s  netting  remains  as  in  former  years  too  true,  and 
is  the  cause  of  the  lack  of  productive  sport.  The  net 
fishing  for  eight  or  nine  miles  up  from  the  mouth  is 
prosecuted  with  so  much  rigour  that  the  wonder  is  that 
there  is  sport  to  be  had  worth  paying  for.  The  Duke’s 
netsmen  say  there  are  a  lot  of  fish  in  the  water.  Well,  if 
there  are,  they  never  get  beyond  the  reach  of  their  nets. 


not  even  in  the  thirty-six  hours  they  are  off  from  Satur¬ 
day  to  Monday,  so  that,  as  far  as  the  Spey  is  concerned, 
this  removal  of  the  nets  is  a  perfect  fiasco.  A  really 
radical  change  would  be  effected  if  the  opening  and  clos¬ 
ing  days  were  a  month  later.  By  this  change  the  spawned 
out  fish  would  have  migrated  seawards  and  the  river  be 
fairly  well  stocked  with  spring  run  of  salmon,  and  also 
the  closing  more  productive.  On  the  Laggan  water, 
leased  by  Col.  Smith.  Minmore,  for  the  season.  Col. 
Grant,  Anchorachan,  killed,  on  the  15th,  a  salmon  of 
Ifljlh.  ;  and  from  the  Aberlour  section  of  the  water.  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  Carron,  landed,  on  Friday,  one  of  71b.  :  while 
from  Lord  Elgin's  water  of  Easter  Elchies,  Mr.  McKin¬ 
non,  his  gamekeeper,  landed,  on  Saturday,  one  of  51b.. 
and  on  Monday  another  of  GJlb.  Owing  to  the  stormy 
nature  of  the  weather  in  the  first  of  last  week  so  heavy  a 
sea  was  running  that  the  nets  and  stakes  were  not  fixed 
until  Friday,  and  from  the  fact  that  only  two  salmon 
weighing  20Ib.  and  211b.  each  were  netted  at  Lossie¬ 
mouth  on  this  day  week,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  storm 
had  also  been  the  means  of  keeping  the  fish  off  the  coast. 

South  of  Scotland. — This  morning  (Saturday)  the 
Annan,  Nith,  and  other  district  rivers,  open  for  angling 
for  the  season,  and,  judging  from  the  reports  sent  mo 
from  the  various  districts,  there  appears  to  lie  a  fairly 
good  chance  of  a  salmon  or  two.  as  the  waters  are  in 
splendid  fly  order.  A  special  meeting  of  the  Esk  and 
Liddle  Fisheries  Association  was  held  on  Saturday  last, 
to  consider  a  petition  from  130  anglers,  praying  for  a 
return  to  the  old  rules.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
at  the  beginning  of  the  month  the  management  passed 
certain  rules  of  a  more  stringent  nature,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  systematic  snatching  carried  on  in  that 
river  last  year.  On  Tuesday  the  association  resolved  to 
adhere  to  the  regulations.  They  have  conceded  a 
slight  extension  of  bait  fishing  on  certain  iiortions  of 
the  river,  but  no  bait  fishing  is  to  bo  allowed  before 
June,  and  no  bait  fish  during  the  last  two  months  of  the 
season,  viz.,  September  and  October.  All  yellow  trout 
from  Gin.  downwards  must  be  returned  to  the  river,  and 
anyone  killing  these  undersized  trout  are  to  forfeit  their 
tickets.  The  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion,  who  have  taken  a  lease  of  Lotus  Loch,  performed 
the  interesting  ceremony  of  turning  into  the  loch  on 
Tuesday  3000  trout,  consigned  from  Howietoun  Fishery. 
The  trout,  which  were  conveyed  from  Stirling  in 
twenty-four  tanks,  arrived  in  fine  condition,  with  not  a 
single  death  among  the  lot.  Other  3000  were  turned  in 
yesterday  (24th).  A  large  company  of  gentlemen  were 
present,  having  journeyed  from  Dumfries  to  witness  the 
introduction  of  the  trout  to  the  loch.  The  salmon 
disease  in  the  south  of  Scotland  rivers  has  been  of  a 
much  milder  type  than  that  reported  in  the  public 
papers.  The  continued  floods  since  the  breaking  up  of 
the  ice  appears  to  have  held  the  disease  in  check. 

Tay  (Killin). — Feb.  16.  Mr.  Bayley.  one -salmon, 
161b.,  and  Mrs.  Bayley,  one.  IGlb. ;  Mr.  Kea,  one  151b.  ; 
17th,  Mr.  Bayley,  one,  221b.,  and  Mrs.  Bayley,  one, 
171b.;  Mr.  Blair,  four,  291b..  211b.,  2210.,  171b.:  Mr. 
Glen,  two,  191b.,  271b. ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  three,  211b.,  201b., 
271b.  ;  Mr.  Clepban,  two,  251b.,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Eea,  one, 
171b.  ;  18th,  Mr.  Bayley,  one,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Eea,  one, 
201b.  ;  20th,  Mr.  Bailie,  Eichmond,  one,  221b.  ;  Mr.  M. 
Cartney,  one,  171b. ;  21st,  Mr  Smith,  one,  71b.  ;  Mr. 
Blair,  two,  191b.,  211b.  :  Col  Fagan,  two,  231b.,  221b.  : 
Mr.  Glen,  one,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Howie,  one,  181b. :  Mr. 
M'Cartney,  one,  151b.  ;  22nd,  Mr.  Mitchell,  one.  171b. 

Tay^Perth).— Sport  has  been  greatly  interrupted 
lately  as  the  river  has  kept  coming  out  almost  daily. 
The  following  takes  have  been  got  since  last  report. 
On  the  Stanley  Water,  Miss  Sybil  Drummond  killed  a 
fish  of  181b.  and  Mr.  McPherson  killed  one  of  211b. 
on  the  Findynate  water.  On  the  Ballachin  water.  Mr. 
Hankinson  the  keeper,  killed  a  splendid  fish  of  331b.  ; 
Mr.  Eobertson,Aberfeldy,  killed  two,  201b.  and  191b.  each, 
and  Mr.  G.  H.  Haynes  one  of  211b.,  on  the  Castle  Mengies 
water.  A  fish  of  301h.  was  got  on  the  Lancarty  water 
on  Friday  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  boatman.  On  the 
Birnam  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Sanderson  killed  a  fish  of  151b., 
and  Mr.  McNicol  one  of  201b  on  the  Breadalbane 
Hotel  water.  Col.  Legh  killed  two,  181b.  and  191b. .  on  the 
Stobhall  water  on  Tuesday,  and  on  the  free  water, 
Mr.  Muirhead  killed  one  of  101b. 

Tay  (PertKsire). — Since  our  last  the  weather  has 
been  very  unsettled,  and  cn  some  dajs  was  quite  against 
good  sport,  but,  notwithstanding,  the  takes  in  some 
cases  have  been  fairly  satisfactory.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  takes:  Ardeonaig  reserve  and  Hotel 
water :  Mr.  W.  Glasgow,  one  of  171b. ;  Mr.  Wilson 
Glasgow,  one  of  201b.  h  M.r-  Aitchison,  Glasgow,  two  of 
221b.,  andjtjvo  of  171b.  and  221b.:  Provost  Griffiths, 
Falkirk,  t^  of  171b.  and  221b.  :  Mr.  Martin,  three  of 
251b.,  151b and  191b.  ;  Mr.  Aitken.  of  Letterellen,  got 
two  beauties  of  191b.  and  231b.  on  the  loch.  Kenmore 
Hotel  and  reserve  water  :  Mr.  Eobson.  keeper,  on  Lyon, 
two  of  171b.  and  201b. ;  Mr.  Dewar,  keeper,  one  of  2Glb.  ; 
Mr.  James  Pullar,  one  of  201b. ;  Mr.  Philip  Glen,  six, 
of  151b.,  161b.,  IGlb.,  161b.,  171b.,  and  171b.  Killin  Hotel 
reserved  water:  Mr.  Eae,  three  of  1.51b.,  171b.,  and 
201b.  :  Mr.  Bayley,  two  of  201b.  and  221b.  :  Mrs.  Bayley, 
three  of  201b.,  151b.,  and  171b.  :  Mr.  Macartney,  one  of 
171b. :  Mr.  Mitchell,  three  of  211b.,  221b.,  and  271b.,  fine 
salmon:  Mr.  Glen,  two  of  271b.  and  191b. :  Mr.  Clephane, 
three  of  351b.,  22Ib.,  and  161b. :  Mr.  East,  one  of  151b.  : 
Mr.  Blair,  four  of  241b.,  221b.,  171b.  and  29ib.  ;  Mr. 
Clephane,  two  of  171b.  and  201b. ;  Mr.  T.  Eae.  two  of 
221b.  and  191b; ;  Mr.  Bayley,  a  fine  fish  of  221b.  and 
another  of  191b. ;  Mrs.  Bayley,  one  of  IGlb.  and  a 
splendid  salmon  of  241b. — Iasgair. 

Tweed. — Since  the  opening  of  the  rod  salmon  angling 
on  the  Tweed,  Waltonians  have  had  a  most  disappoint¬ 
ing  time  of  it,  as  there  has  scarcely  ever  been  a  day 
when  it  could  be  said  that  the  river  has  been  in  fishing 


ply,  owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  elements.  My 
notes  a  fortnight  ago  gave  your  readers  information  of  a 
much-needed  flood  having  occurred,  and  again  I  have  to 
chronicle  a  further  rise.  Owing  to  a  storm  of  wind  and 
rain  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  were  in  roaring  flood  on 
Tuesday  week,  the  Tweedometer  at  Kelso  Bridge  during 
the  evening  of  the  above  day  marking  a  rise  of  six  feet, 
with  a  seemingly  still  rising  water;  on  Wednesday,  at 
mid-day,  however,  the  gauge  showed  only  three  and 
a-half  feet,  showing  that  the  rivers  were  again 
rapidly  subsiding.  This  great  influx  of  flood  water 
will,  no  doubt,  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  rod  fishers, 
as  it  will  have  been  the  means  of  allowing  further 
run  of  clean  fish  to  the  middle  and  upper  reaches 
of  both  Tweed  and  Teviot.  All  the  rivers  in  the  Border 
district — the  Ale,  Leader,  Bowmont,  Kale,  Oxnam,  Jed, 
and  Eden — are  also  in  high  flood,  and  the  haugh  lands 
on  Tweedside  on  Tuesday  night  had  the  appearance  of 
miniature  lakes.  The  weather  is  now  more  settled,  how¬ 
ever,  with  the  wind  from  the  south-west,  and  the  glass 
on  the  upward  movement — steadily. 

Irish  Reports. 

Balliuderry. — Next  Wednesday  the  season  open.«. 
The  floods  of  last  week  swept  away  all  the  spent  fish. 
The  water  is  at  a  nice  height  now,  and  trout  seem  very 
plentiful.  Last  year  was  a  miserable  one  for  salmon 
fishing,  as  very  tew  were  killed  by  licensed  anglers.  The 
past  spawning  season’s  run  of  salmon  were  not  equalled 
in  late  years,  and  by  the  heavy  floods  the  fish  got  up  and 
down  to  a  great  extent  in  safety.  The  anglers  are 
greatl3'  increased  on  this  stream.  I  think  I  have  before 
suggested  that  a  small  rod  tax  should  be  imposed,  the 
proceeds  to  go  toward  strengthening  the  staffs  of  bailiffs 
for  the  better  protection  of  the  river.— J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Since  the  opening  of  the  season 
this  river  has  been  in  flood  and  much  too  high  for  good 
fishing.  Still,  under  these  circumstances,  some  fine  fish 
have  been  landed.  On  the  opening  day,  the  12th,  Col. 
Eock  had  a  beauty  of  36.jlb.  Mr.  Hamilton  -Stubber, 
lessee  of  the  upper  Black  Castle  water,  met  with  a  very 
serious  accident  in  the  hunting  field  on  the  10th,  which 
puts  this  reall.v  good  and  keen  sportsman  hors  de  combat 
for  some  considerable  time.  On  the  Blackwater,  a  tribu¬ 
tary  of  the  Boyne,  Mr.  Boylan,  postmaster,  has  been 
verj'  successful,  and  since  the  opening  has  landed  some 
very  fine  fish.  I  was  in  Mr.  Keappock’s  fishmonger’s 
shop  last  night,  and  saw  a  very  handsome  cock  salmon 
of  over  331b.  also  killed  by  Col.  Eock.  As  I  write  the 
weather  is  very  unsettled,  rain  and  sleet  falling  with 
cold  N.E.  wind. — Blue  Hackle. 

Lough  Curraue  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry). — 
Very  little  fishing  has  been  done  since  last  report,  owing 
to  the  stormy,  wet  weather.  On  Monday,  M.  Brennan 
caught  a  salmon,  lljlb.,  and  Pat  Brennan,  one,  10.Jlb. 
The  trout  angling  continues  poor.  Wind  still  in  the 
worst  direction  for  the  angling  on  the  lake. — Thos  J. 
Denneht. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina). — Should  we  have  no 
more  rain  this  week,  the  water  will  be  in  good  condition 
for  fly  bj'  Monday  next.  A  good  many  spring  fish  in  the 
river.  Weather  mild  and  calm,  with  a  little  frost  at 
night.— Frank  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — 

The  floods  have  not  receded  a  jot,  so  that  salmon  fish¬ 
ing  is  still  an  utter  failure.  Knowing,  as  I  do,  that 
many  English  sportsmen,  who  have  rented  waters  here 
this  spring,  will  be  anxiously  expecting  reliable  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  when  they  might  count  on  having  a  fair 
chance  of  sport  at  the  various  Shannon  stations.  I  may 
assure  all  such,  that  the  moment  I  see  a  change  for  the 
better  I  will  let  them  know.  There  are  plenty  of  fish 
up  at  present,  but  both  the  weather  and  water  are 
unfavourable  to  angling  of  all  kinds.  Early  as  it  is  in 
the  season,  every  rod’s  length  of  salmon  and  trout 
water  have  alri  ady  been  engaged,  especially  on 
Mr.  W.  Young's  side  of  the  river.  Mr.  Mott 
(an  English  gentleman)  and  party  has  taken  all  of  Mr. 
Young's  preserves  from  Feb.  15  to  April  15,  from  which 
date  Mr.  Young  and  party  will  fish  his  own  preserves 
till  May  31.  From  the  latter  date  until  July  31  Mr. 
J.  O’Dell  Vinter,  Cambridgeshire,  and  party  have  also 
rented  the  same  water  ;  a  large  party  of  gentlemen  and 
ladies  from  India  will  fish  Mr.  Young’s  water  during 
August  and  September ;  and  the  last  month  of  the 
season,  October,  has  been  engaged  by  a  party  of  Liver 
pool  gentlemen.  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel.)— We  had 
another  flood  during  the  past  week,  so  that  very  little 
was  done  by  the  rods.  Genet al  Dashwood  got  two 
salmon  about  181b.  each  at  Mclough;  Mr.  James  Cum¬ 
mins  got  one  of  201b.,  on  Monday,  at  Athanal  Abbey  ; 
Mr.  Bertram  Dalton  one  of  151b.  on  Wednesday,  the 
15th,  at  Springraount ;  Ned  Butler  got  one  of  91b.  on 
Monday,  2lst,  and  another  841b.  on  Tuesday.  The  nets 
are  getting  some  fine  fish  every  day,  three  of  them  this 
week  averaged  371b.  each,  several  over  301b.,  and  very 
few  under  201b.  There  was  a  good  rife  of  trout  at 
Kilsheelan  on  Wednesday.— Kichd.  Bradford. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— For  Coughs. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs  and  .\sthma. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronehitis. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Poweli's  Balsam  of  Aniseed  Coughs  and  Lung  Troubles. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  Reliable. 

Poweli's  Balsam  of  .Aniseed — Coughs.  Estubli.-hed  1824. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Befuso  Imilations. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 

Powell  s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Influenza. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  Solieved  Instantly. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  Kemedy. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseeil — Lion,  Net,  and  Mouse. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Is.  ijd.,  2s.  3d. 
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“  Old  Folks 
at  Home.” 


MAZAWATTEE 

Recalls  the  Delicious  Teas  of 
Thirty  Years  Ago. 


Practical  in  Every  Detail. 
Wear  Guaranteed. 


Greatest  Variety  and  Largest 
Stock  in  the  Kingdom. 


SALMON 

F  I  SHIN  G 

Made  in  Three  Gold  Medal  Qualities. 


The  No.  1  Quality  we  recommend  for  HARD  WEAR. 

The  No.  2  Quality  for  MEDIUM  WORK. 

The  No.  3  Quality,  being  very  light  (weighing  only  about  21b.),  are  intended  for  LIGHT 
SUMMER  WEAR,  and  will  be  found  a  boon  to  the  Angler  who  has  to  walk  some 
distance  to  his  Pishing. 

nr  SEND  FOR  NEW  ILLUSTRATED  PRICED  CATALOGUE,  GIVING  FULL  PARTICULARS.  "W 


NOTE 

Only  Address 


37,  PEN  VICTORIA  ST. 


LONDON, 

N.C. 


-Ind  at  BRISTOL  9  &  10  High  St.  CARDIFF,  8,  Oueen  St.  Works,  BOW,  LONDON,  E 
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Anglers’  Hotels,  Fishing  Quarters,  &c. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 


VERT  moderate  cbarfres,  facing  the  sea  and  Xiey»  the 
latter  containing  nearly  400  acres  of  well-etooked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  nidd.  and  eels,  of  great  aiae. 
ESciect  boatmen  and  boats  ;  all  bait  found.  Aim  sea 
boats  and  good  sea  Ashing.  Magnificent  soenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting. 
Resident  Doctor  In  the  village. 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprietor. 


ALTNAHARRA  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRK.  I 

Is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Naver  and  | 
surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  Trout-fishing  Lochs  in 
Sutherland,  all  of  which  can  be  fished  by  visitors  at 
the  Hotel,  boats  on  each  of  them.  j 

Salmon  Fishing  free  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  \ 
August  and  September. 

Charges  Moderate.  Carriages  and  Horses  kept  | 

for  Hire.  I 

WM.  Monro,  Proprietor.  I 


ROACH  AND 

FISHERS  LOCH  TAY 


Bhoalil  try  »  day's  Fishing  in  the  350  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“  pike,  perch,  roach,  &e.,  are  nameroua.”— 
Angler' t  Diary. 


Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  tor  the  Welsh  Harp  Station 


Excellent  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing. 

Febb  to  ■VisrrOES  statins  at  thb 

SWAN  HOTEL  &  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

TENBUBT  WELLS,  WOBCESTEBSHIBE. 

Reduced  Tariff  for  Anglers.  Special  terms  to 
families  wishing  to  spend  winter  months.  Three 
meets  weekly  of  Foxhounds  within  reach  of  Hotel. 
HENEY  HAEDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


Commenced  on  JANUARY  15th.  1893.  j 

For  Boats  apply  to 

M.  a.  IMIAISSY, 

Proprietor K  ILLIN  HOTEL. 


HEW  GALLOWAY,  N.B., 

Zenmure  Arms  Hotel. 


TTOME  Comforts;  Cliarmingr  Health 
Eesort;  Posting;  Boating;  Fishing.  Sal- 
moDf  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch  abound. 


B.  B.  BA.NTOOK,  Proprietor. 


CHISHOLM’S  PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

FORT  AUGUSTUS,  N.B.  i 

FREE  SALMON  FISHING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

(Opening  on  Feb.  11)  to  parties  living  in 
this  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady  Gillies  , 
kept.  Terms  moderate.  | 

'WU.  CHISHOLM,  Lessee. 


Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  ArundeL'  -^Charles  Dickens. 

THE  ATlUNJyEJL,  HOTEE. 

0L03E  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTBICT  BAILWAT,  THE  LAW  COUBTS, 
THEATEES,  THE  STEAND,  THE  EIVEB,  Ac. 


(BEADQUARTERS  OF  THB  FLTFISBERa'  CLUBJ 

VICTORIA  EIHBANKnENT,  STRAND,  LONDON. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BED.  BHEAKPAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOB  Ss. 


RED  LION  HOTEL, 

Someiyseti. 

p^XCELLENT  TEOUT  FISHING  in! 

the  Rivers  Barle  and  Exe  free  to  I 
visitors  staying  at  the  hotel.  Posting  in  i 
all  its  branches.  i 

E.  M.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 

'WIITDEBMEBn  LAKE  SIDE  HEW 
HOTEL. 

OOD  Fishing ;  splendid  views  :  5  miles  j 
of  uninterrupted  lake  view.  Tariff  i 
ou  application.  Special  arrangements  made  I 
for  fishing  parties.  Steamers  leave  front  j 
of  hotel  eight  times  daily  ;  trains  ten  times. 

J.  BROWN,  Proprietor 
(Late  of  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Ambleside). 

SPRING  FISHING. 

FANMURE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZEIL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

Excellent  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on 
NORTH  ESK,  FREE  to  Hotel  Vlaitors.  Besides 
the  Hotel  water,  the  splendid  Troutlng  Streams  1 
of  Qleneak,  in  which  Trout  of  good  size  and  quality  | 
abound,  are  within  easy  distance.  This  is  a  quiet  and  , 
beautiful  retreat,  and  the  fishing  is  good  all  the  Spring  j 
and  Summer  months.  Golf  course  beside  Hotel. i 
Shooting  over  15(X)  acres  by  the  <Jay  or  week.  I 
Keepers  and  dogs  kfpt.  Particulars  on  aoplicatlon.  ' 
KEITH  KNOWLES.  Proprietor. _ 

TROUT  FISHING 

In  the  Water  Connected  with  the  ' 

GAENARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station, 
COMMENCES  FEBRUARY  15th.  j 
Several  miles  reserved  to  visitors.  ; 
Rivers  near  the  hotel.  Five  hours  from 
London. 


IMPERIAL  HOTEL, 

A-BERDEKN. 

Personally  Patronised  by  the  Royal  Family.  ' 

The  IMPEBIAL  ”  is  close  to  the  Bailway  ! 

Station,  and  within  easy  access  of  the  Ashing  I 
on  the  rivers  DEE  and  DON. 

Salmon  Fishing  may  be  had  on  the  Hotel  Water. 
Oentlemen  are  Boarded  During  tRe  i 
_  Season. 

A  B  E:  R  F  JB  r.  X>  Y. 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL 

SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on  a  I 
BEAUTIFUL  STRETCH  of  the  TAY, ! 
and  TROUT  FISHING  on  LOCH-NA- 
CRAIG,  both  with  USE  of  BOAT  FREE. 
_ ALEXANDER  NICOL,  Lessee. 

PEETHSHIEE. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

Kinlooh.  -  Rannooh.,  I 

RIVER  TUMMKL  ANGLING.  | 

Hotel  Vlaltora  have  free  flahing  on  Loch  Rannoch  ^ 
famous  for  Its  very  large  Trout  and  Saimc  Ferom. 
Splendid  Boats  and  experienced  Boatman.  Also 
three  miles  of  River  Tummel,  where  first-rate  sport  Is 
had.  Posting  In  all  its  departments.  BoaMbyweekOr 
n  oath.  Charges  strlotly  moderate. 

GEORGE  GOW  Proprietor. 


Fort  Augustus. 
LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL. 

Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel  have  the 
right  of  SALMON  FISHING  FREE  ON 
LOCH  NESS. 

For  particulars,  Ac.,  apply  to 

W.  D.  DAVIS,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  INVERNESS-SHIRE,  N.B. 
FREE  SALMON  ANGLING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

To  Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel.  Hotel 
situated  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  excel¬ 
lent  Salmon  angling  grounds. 

Boats  and  Gillies  provided.  Terms  moderate 
Post  Office,  Foyers  Hotel,  Inverness. 

 DAVID  EDDEB,  Lessee. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL 

EHOSNEIGB,  TY  OBOES,  ANGLESEY. 
Mild  Bracing  Climate. 

Hotel  adjoins  Lake  and  Sea,  excellent  Trou 
and  Sewln  fishing  in  Lake  and  Biver 
Good  Angling  from  boat  or  seashore;  bass 
pollack,  bream,  conger,  dabs,  &c.  Boats  ant 
conveyance  from  Station  included  in  moderati 
Tariff.  Two  Furnished  Houses  to  Let  fo 
Families.  Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTBELL. 


Free  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 

ON  the  celebrated  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullin. 

Board  and  Lodgings,  with  boat  and  two 
men,  £4  per  week,  and  two  gentlemen  fishing 
from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week. — 
Thos.  Claeks  and  Sons,  Fishermen. 

APPLY  TO 

rr'.  C  IL  A  R  K  E, 

Lough  Conn  Lodge,  Ballina,  County  Mayo, 
Ireland. 


MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

First  Class  for  Anglers.  Charges  Moderate. 

Also  RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  on  the 
Shores  of  Lough  Conn. 

Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
Good  Pike  Fishing  and  Rough  Shooting 
np  to  December. 

E.  MURTAGH.  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY, 

NORTH  WALES  via  OSWESTRY. 


THE  SEASON  OPENS  MARCH  30th. 


I  360  ACRES  RESERVED  FOR  ARTIFICIAL  FLY  ONLY. 

On  the  other  part  of  the  lake  (about  800  acres)  Spinning  and 
j  Trolling  with  natural  or  artificial  bait  is  allowed. 

i  Apply  Miss  DAVIES,  Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel. 


j  fluHt  lieadij.  At  all  liookseUers. 

THE  EARL  OF  ABERDEEN. 

By  the  Hon.  Sir  ARTHUR  GORDON,  G.C.M.G. 

Being  the  New  Volume  in  '*  Tlie  Queen’s  Prime  Ministers^’  Series. 

Crown  8vo,  with  Photogravure  Portrait^  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

TIIK  T/ilEs^  Bays:  “The  very  interesting  and  important  little  biograpbj^  of  the  Karl  of 
Aberdeen,  bj'  the  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  (.Turdon,  (l.C.M.O.,  is  in  fonn  a  contribution  to  the  series  entitleti 
‘  The  Prime  Minieter.s  of  Queen  Victoria  but  iu  substance  it  differs  from  its  companion  volumes 
in  many  important  respects.  No  authentic  biography  of  the  Prime  Minister  whose  Q-ovemment 
was  responsible  for  the  Crimean  war  has  hitherto  been  published,  nor  has  his  correspondence  yet 
been  given  to  the  world — though  we  are  glad  to  note  from  Sir  Arthur  Gordon's  Preface  that  the 
duty  of  publishing  this  correspondence  has  been  entrusted  to  him  by  the  terms  of  his  father's  will. 
On  the  other  hand,  Sir  Arthur  Gordon  is  already  tboroughh*  familiar  with  the  correspondence,  and 
as  private  secretary  to  his  father  during  the  period  of  his  1  reniiership  he  possesses  a  knowledge 
of  the  inner  history  of  the  time  such  as  is  shared  only  by  the  fe^v  among  Lord  Aberdeen's  colloagues 
who  still  survive.  Ilence  this  little  volume,  unlike  its  companions,  is  an  original  contribution  to 
the  political  history  of  the  middle  of  the  century,  and  its  intrimsic  importance  is  not  to  be  measured 
by  the  comparatively  narrow  limits  within  which  Sir  Arthur  Gordon  has  been  confined.’' 

^  Tllh  G  POST  says:  ‘‘The  fourth  Lord  Aberdeen  was  a  man  of  great  ability  and 

inliuence,  and  the  book  w’hich  his  son  has  contributed  to ’The  Queen's  Prime  Ministers  ’  scries  will 

be  read  with  considerable  interest . Sir  Arthur  Gordon’s  account  of  his  father's  career  is  a 

valuable  addition  to  political  history.” 

THE  DAI lA  Thl^ORAPIf  says:  A  valuable  contribution  has  been  furnished  by  the  Hon.  Sir 
Arthur  Gordon,  G.C.M.G.,  to  ‘The  Prime  Ministers  of  Queen  Victoria,*  a  series  of  interesting 
biographies,  written  by  eminent  men  of  letters.” 

THE  BAIL}  CIJROI^iICLE  says:  .  Tt  will  be  easily  understood  that  Sir  Arthur  Gordon’s 

biography  of  his  father,  brief  as  it  is,  is  full  of  the  deepest  interest.  It  partially  reveals  the  secret 
of  Lord  Aberdeen  8  i^wer  in  the  world  in  wdiich  he  was  a  considerable  governing  force,  and  it 
makes  us  familiar  w’lth  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  winsome  spirits  among  the  great  men  of  the 
Victorian  age.  As  a  w’ork  of  ait.  Sir  Arthur  Gordon's  monograph  may  be  described  as  a  highly 
finished  miniature.  ©  **  .r  ©  ^ 


FREE  FISHING. 

SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  FEROX,  and  I 
LARGE  GILLAROO. 

MAGNIFICENT  LAKE  SCENERY,  unsurpassed 
in  any  part  of  Ireland. 

CARLISLE  ARMS,  CONG,  CONNEMARA. 

E.  BURKE,  Proprietress. 
Nearest  Ptation,  Balllnrobe  (5  miles),  or  daily  Steamer 
from  Galway  lands  passengers  within  1  mile  of  HoUjl. 

PULL  PARriCDLARS  UPON  APPLICATION  I 


THE  BESTFREE  FISHING  IN  IRELARD. 

SALMON,  TEOUT,  PIKE,  AND  PEECH. 

On  Lough  Corrib,  Lough  Mask,  and  Lough-na- 
Fough.  Hotel  within  seven  miles  of  Ballinrobe 
railway  station,  and  five  miles  of  Lough  Corrib 
steamer,  Cong.  Tariff  for  Board  and  Lodging  I 
£2.  5s,  per  week.  Boat  and  two  men  at  Gs  per  ' 
day.— Apply  to  JOHN  A.  JOYCE,  J.P.  ] 

Mount  Gahb  Hotel,  Clonbur,  Co.  Oalway.  Ireland.  1 


EIGHTH  EDITION,  JUST  BEADY. 

Ten  Years’  Captivity  in  the  Mahdi’s  Camp,  1882-92. 

From  the  Original  Manuscripts  of  Father  Joseph  Ohrwalder,  late  Priest  of  the 
Austrian  Mission  Station  at  Helen,  in  Kordofan. 

By  Major  F.  R.  "VV  INGATE,  R.A.  Fully  Illustrated,  demy  8vo,  cloth  extra,  218. 

•  A  book  of  very  unusual  and  miuiifold  interest  and  value.  In  the  first  place  it  is  an  interesting 
book  to  read  ;  in  the  second,  it  is  an  historical  document  of  the  first  importance:  and  in  the  third, 
it  has  an  extraordinary  appositeness  at  the  present  moment.” — sHcUurday  Hevieir. 

Original  Theories  upon  and  Remedies  for  Depression  in  Trade, 
Land,  Agriculture,  and  Silver. 

Written  (after  Thirty  Years'  Experience  in  the  Commercial  W’orld)  by  CHABLES 
W.  SMITH,  Li  verpool,  Editor  of  Whitaker,  Whitehead,  and  Co.’s  *•  W'eekly  Trade, 
Finance,  and  Cotton  Circular  ’  (established  1875).  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  23. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  &  CO.,  LIMITED,  St.  Dunstan’s  Hods*, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


]\rAECii  4,  1893] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


145 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in  this 
paper. 

Sliillet  Fishiii"-  and  other  Sport  on  tho  lilackwater 


River  . 115 

Scotch  Notes  . 1  to 

Zig-zag  Routes  to  Chicago  for  Anglers . 117 

Notes  and  Queries  . 11!) 

George  Cole  Rainhrldgo’s  Dressings  of  Artificial 

Flies . M'J 

The  Lower  Thames  Trout  Preservation  Society  ...  1  11) 

The  Spring  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland  . 150 

Lake  Vyrnwy  . 151 

“  First  Blood  ■’  151 

A  Capital  Line  Drying  Macdiino  .  152 

The  “  Serpentanio  ”  Bait .  152 

New  Collapsible  Fish  “  Parcel  Post”  Boxes .  152 

Waltoiiiana . 152 

Correspondence . 153 


-  NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  ever  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News¬ 
agents  and  Pishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 

tFepms  of  Subscplplion. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  .  lOs.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage .  12s.  6d. 


Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  4th,  1893. 


MULLET  FISHING 
AND  OTHER  SPORT  ON  THE  BLACK- 
WATER  RIVER. 


By  Ali’ked  Jardine. 


Thi-s  estuary,  from  the  town  of  Maldon,  in 
Essex,  to  where  it  widens  out  and  joins  the  sea, 
locally  called  “  The  Main,”  at  Buxey  Sands,  is 
about  eighteen  miles  in  length  ;  at  high-water  it 
varies  from  one  to  two  miles  in  width,  and  from 
three  to  ten  fathoms  in  depth. 

The  Blackwater — known  also  as  “  The  Maldon 
River” — affords  good  sport  in  the  late  autumn 
and  winter  months,  for  then  grey  mullet  in  con¬ 
siderable  numbers,  and  of  fair  size,  seek  these 
quiet  waters ;  as  they  do  also  the  Crouch,  or  Burn¬ 
ham  river,  which  is  some  eight  miles  to  the 
south. 

Mullet,  although  sea  fish,  frequent  brackish 
waters  even  more  than  bass,  to  which  fish  they 
are  closely  allied  ;  and,  by  “  routing  ”  on  the 
muddy  or  sandy  bottom,  find  the  worms,  small 
green  crabs,  shrimps,  &c.,  and  other  food  they 
fed  on. 

In  fine  weather  mullet  may  be  seen  basking 
near  the  surface,  and  are  said  (like  bass)  at  such 
times  to  take  an  artificial  fly ;  but,  although  I 
have  tried  them  with  these  lures,  no  success  has 
hitherto  rewarded  me. 

Pishing  with  a  light  line,  fine  salmon-gut  trace, 
and  three  or  four  hooks  (No.  7  or  8  in  size)  placed 
at  intervals  of  four  feet  apart — hut  no  leads — from 
a  pier-head,  wharf,  or  boat,  on  a  slack-tide,  letting 


the  line  drift,  the  hooks  baited  with  shrimp, 
minus  the  skin,  or  half  a  mussel,  is  usually  su  v 
cessful.  Also  paternostering  wi'h  four  or  five 
hooks,  placed  two  feet  apart,  on  a  salmon-gut 
trace,  fishing  about  such  places  as  tidal  docks, 
harbours,  piers,  or  gates  of  tide-mills,  throwing 
in  occasionally  small  lumps  of  ground-bait  to 
keep  the  fish  together,  the  ground-bait  composed 
of  crushed  shrimps,  small  crabs,  or  cod’s-roe 
mixed  with  pounded  chalk  to  make  it  sink  and 
“  clo%id  ”  the  water,  is  an  excellent  way  to  fish 
for  mullet ;  but  ground-baiting  is  only  useful  in 
slack  or  still  waters,  because  if  there  is  any  cur¬ 
rent  to  disperse  the  bai^  the  fish  will  follow  in 
pursuit  of  it,  hence  the  advantage  of  mixing 
enough  pounded  chalk  with  the  ground-bait  to 
make  it  sink. 

Other  good  hook-baits  for  mullet  are  red  rag- 
worms,  found  in  the  sand  or  shore  mud,  or  raw 
shrimps  taken  out  of  the  skin  and  carefully 
placed  on  the  hooks,  for,  being  very  tender  baits, 
the  fish  may  suck  them  off  without  a  bite  being 
perceived. 

Occasionally  mullet  feed  ravenously,  and  may 
then  be  caught  almost  as  fast  as  the  line  is  baited 
and  cast  in. 

When  staying  some  years  ago,  fifteen  miles 
east  of  the  lilackwater  river — ac  Walton-on-the- 
Naze — I  took  my  boys  to  fish  at  the  old  mill  on 
the  tidal  channel  of  Walton  backwater,  where,  in 
about  ten  feet  of  stream,  we  saw  shoals  of  grey 
mullet,  half-pounders.  I  fitted  up  my  youngsters’ 
rods  with  paternoster  tackle,  shrimps  for  bait, 
and  they  had  splendid  sport ;  this  was  at  the  end 
of  September,  but  mullet  feed  well,  as  a  rule,  all 
the  winter  months  up  to  the  end  of  March. 

The  easiest  way  to  reach  the  fishing  of  the 
Blackwater,  is  by  rail  to  Colchester,  and  from 
thence  by  conveyance  to  West  Mersea,  about  ten 
miles  distance ;  this  brings  you  to  the  best  water, 
at  the  debouchure  of  the  estuary. 

Mersea  Island  is  separated  frem  the  mainland 
by  Pyefieet  Creek,  and  communicates  with  it  by 
a  causeway,  which  is  dry  at  low  tide.  The  creeks 
surrounding  the  island  are  celebrated  for  oysters 
of  fine  quality  and  flavour. 

There  are  two  inns,  the  Dog  and  Pheasant  at 
East  Mersea,  and  the  White  Hart,  West  Mersea  ; 
the  latter  is  the  most  convenient,  and  William 
Traveller,  the  landlord,  makes  his  visitors  com¬ 
fortable.  The  fishermen,  James,  John,  and  Harry 
Mussett,  are  also  oyster  growers,  and,  at  a  reason¬ 
able  cost,  will  provide  “  Colchester  natives,”  to  be 
opened  and  eaten  aboard  the  boat,  between  the 
intervals  of  mullet  catching,  or  other  sport ;  the 
delicate  flavour  of  those  oysters,  fresh  from  the 
salt  water,  is  worth  going  to  West  Mersea  to 
enjoy  and  remember. 

In  years  gone  by,  I  seldom  missed  going  with 
an  old  friend  to  that  part  of  the  Essex  coaat  for 
autumn  fishing  and  winter  shooting.  We  always 
had  jolly  times — and  some  very  queer  experiences, 
of  which  more  anon,  if  our  editor  is  agreeable ; 
but  they  don’t  all  pertain  to  angling. 

My  best  catch  of  mullet  was  with  a  flowing 
tide,  in  the  six-fathom  water  between  yhinglo 
Head  and  Bradwell  Quay — a  score  good  fish, 
some  over  31bs.  weight,  legering  with  mussels 
and  rag-W’orms,  on  gut-trace  and  Nottingham 
tackle;  and  in  the  ten-fathom  deeps,  opposite 
Sales  Point,  I  added  a  few  codling  and  plaice  to 
my  capture. 

In  the  afternoon,  on  the  ebb,  we  placed  wall- 
nets  across  the  large  creeks  at  Wigboro’  and 
Salcott  Marshes,  and  secured  a  fine  lot  of  fish, 
which  were  sent  to  Billingsgate. 

It  is  the  habit  of  mullet  to  leap  over  the  cork¬ 
line  of  a  net,  like  fresh- water  carp  do  ;  to  stop 
this,  we  stuck  a  pole  in  the  mud  at  each  end  of 
the  net,  and  stretched  another  piece  of  netting 
between  the  poles,  which  effectually  prevented 
any  mullet  escaping.  Eels  are  plentiful  in  the 
djke.B,  or  “  fleets,”  as  tho  marsh-men  call  them; 
large  quantities  are  speared,  and  otherwise 
captured  and  forw^arded  to  the  London  markets. 

Many  wide,  deep  dykes  intersect  the  marsh 
lands  situated  to  the  east  of  Mersea  Island 
(across  the  river  Colne) ;  most  of  them  hold  roach, 
rudd,  and  eels.  Near  the  villages  of  Weeley, 
Thorpe-le-Soken,  and  Great  Holland  some  capital 
fishing  was  to  be  had  in  the  Holland  brook,  and,  I 
believe,  is  to  be  had  now.  Roach  were  plentiful 
over  a  pound  weight,  and  at  Hangbridge,  near 
Little  Holland,  four-pound  carp  were  not  in¬ 
frequent  captures ;  but  I  am  told  the  farmers 


have,  of  late  years,  charged  a  shilling  per  day  t  ) 
anglers,  also  that  the  water  has  been  overfished, 
and  consequently  the  fish,  though  plentiful,  aro 
less  ill  size. 

That  uncommon  fish,  the  “  azurine  ”  or  blue 
roach  [Leucisciis  ccerulins),  inhabits  this  water — 
a  fact  mentioned  by  tho  late  Greville  Pennell — • 
and  when  I  frequently  visted  the  Holland  brook 
I  caught  several.  They  are  also  to  bo  found  in 
a  pond  on  Dartford  marshes ;  and  the  river  Alt,  in 
Lancashire,  which  also  contains  a  scarce  variety 
of  dace,  tho  “  Craiuing.” 

It  is  five-aud-twenty  years  ago  since  my  old 

friend,  T.  R - ,  and  I  made  our  first  visit  to 

the  ([uaint  old  AVhite  Hart  Inn  at  West  Mersea, 
in  the  week  following  Christmas.  Arriving  on 
the  Monday  evening,  and  being  unexpected,  our 
dinner  was  served  in  a  large  club-room  on  the 
first  floor ;  the  room  was  bitterly  cold,  and  tho 
fire  only  just  kindled,  gave  out  no  warmth  ;  it 
was  a  ‘  keen  and  nipping  air  ”  outside,  in  fact  a 
sharp  frost.  A  large  lumbering  screen  was 
placed  round  our  door  to  keep  off  some  of  the 
draughts,  but  we  were  “perished  to  our  bones.” 
Our  table  W'as  dimly  lighted  by  country-made 
tallow-dips,  whilst  on  the  walls  of  the  room  were 
tin  sconces  for  candles,  decorated  with  evergreen 
and  holly,  intermixed  with  paper  flowers  of  bright 
and  various  tints. 

We  were  informed,  a  “  frolic  ”  was  to  lake  place 
next  night,  patronised  by  the  Mersea  men  and 
maidens ;  and  we  resolved  to  be  present,  if  invited. 

After  our  meal,  we  went  downstairs  to  the  bar 
parlour,  and  found  a  blazing  wood  fire,  and  a 
warm  welcome  from  the  jolly  old  landlord,  and 
the  Mussetts,  who  had  come  to  arrange  with  us, 
plans  for  next  day’s  sport;  then,  after  a  cosy 
pipe  or  two  with  some  hot  grogs,  we  retired  to 
bed,  for  we  had  to  be  up  and  out  of  doors  by  six 
o’clock  next  morning,  and  away  for  Shingle  Head, 
to  get — if  possible — some  flight-shooting. 

Next  day  we  were  back  at  the  inn  by  8  a.m., 
with  four  couples  of  duck,  and  found  that  the 
landlord’s  niece  had  very  thoughtfully  arranged 
for  us  to  breakfast  with  them,  in  the  warm  bar 
parlour.  How  we  enjoyed  that  meal;  the  walk 
in  the  keen  air,  and  the  early  morning  sport  had 
whetted  our  appetites,  and  never  before,  had 
broiled  ham,  with  eggs  poached  and  boiled,  tasted 
half  so  delicious. 

The  fine  burly  old  man  (it  was  before  Traveller 
was  landlord)  asked  his  niece  to  pass  him 
“a  heg.”  My  friend  T.  looked  at  me  Liii 
winked ;  the  girl  noticed  the  wink,  and  said, 

“  Uncle  dear,  you  shouldn’t  say  ‘  a  heg,’  that  is 
not  correct,  you  ought  to  ask  me  to  pass  ‘  a  neg.’  ” 
“  D - •  it,”  replied  the  old  chap,  “  I’ll  take  <wo 

‘  Wfgfs.’  ” 

At  ten  a.m.  we  were  aboard  the  “Curlew,”  a 
half-decked  cutter  of  ten  tons,  built  for  either 
fishing  or  fowling  ;  she  carried  a  crew  of  five,  i.e., 
ourselves,  Jem  Mussett,  and  John  and  his  son,  a 
smart  youth  of  seventeen  years,  who  afterwards 
was  accidentally  shot  when  wild-fowling,  and 
carried  ashore  to  his  home,  dead. 

The  “  Curlew  ”  had  a  comfortable  cabin  amid¬ 
ships,  with  two  sleeping-bunks,  various  lockers, 
and  a  small  stove  for  cooking  and  other  pur¬ 
poses  ;  the  forecastle  had  another  bunk  ;  thus, 
when  three  of  the  crew  were  “  under  hatches,” 
two  were  “keeping  watch.”  One-third  towards 
the  stern  the  cutter  was  decked  close  to  the  keel, 
at  the  bilge  forming  a  kind  of  “  cockpit,”  in 
which,  with  eyes  peering  over  the  gunwale,  the 
“  gunners  ”  were  invisible  to  the  birds.  Her  hull 
was  painted  light  grey,  and  with  white  mainsail, 
jib,  &c.,the  cutter  assimilated  so  well  to  winterly- 
surroundings,  she  could  generally  be  sailed 
within  sixty  yards  of  ducks,  widgeon,  wild  geese, 
&c.,  before  they  became  alarmed,  and  took  to 
flight.  There  were  gun-racks  to  hold  the  smaller 
artillery,  and,  mounted  on  a  “  chock  and  swivel,” 
a  long  punt-gun,  that  carried  1  j-lb.  of  shot. 

When  walking  down  “  the  Hard,”  or  causeway 
leading  to  the  creek  where  the  cutter  lay  at 
‘  moorings,”  T  .fired  at  a  mallard  flying  past 
at  top  speed,  and  missed.  I  “let  go”  at  it, 
with  my  twelve-bore,  and  brought  it  down  at 
fully  seventy  yards  with'  a  broken  wing,  a  long 
and  lucky  shot.  We  secured  the  duck,  it  was  in 
splendid  plumage,  and  is  now  in  a  glass  case  in 
ray  room  as  I  write  this. 

On  the  end  of  the  ebb  we  sailed  down  to  the  Wal¬ 
let  channel  and  set  a  drift-net,  on  the  clianceof  fish 
“filling”  themselves;  then  across  to  Burnham 
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river,  i  e ,  the  Crouch,  where  we  placed  a  wall-net. 
After  noon  we  “sailed”  some  of  the  flocks  of 
duck  and  knots  of  widgeon  that  were  about  the 
Kwire  and  Buxey  sands  (the  latter  are  covered  at 
half-tide),  then  took  up  our  nets,  with  a  dozen 
mullet  that  had  enmeshed  themselves,  and  made 
sail,  with  a  fair  wind,  for  our  moorings,  so  as  to 
be  in  time  for  the  evening  flight-shooting  and  a 
dance  with  the  merry  maids  of  Mersea. 

T.  and  I  having  received  an  invitation,  after 
dining  we  put  on  “  war-paint,”  ascended  to  the 
ball-room,  and  mixed  with  the  mazy  throng. 
They  were  decidedly  mazy,  and  had  Terpsichore 
been  present,  that  goddess  would  have  thought 
the  saltatory  exhibitions  of  Dutch-reels,  double- 
shuffles,  and  country  dances  particularly  edifying. 
The  White  Hart  Inn  had  no  licence  for  music 
and  dancing,  nor  for  keeping  open  after  the  regu¬ 
lar  hour,  ten  o’clock,  but  that  did  not  much  mat¬ 
ter,  for  the  only  policeman  on  the  island  was 
there  with  his  sweetheart,  and  the  revels  were 
prolonged  until  midnight.  The  musicians,  a 
fiddler  and  a  concertina  player,  stood  on  two 
chairs — the  orchestra — and,  in  the  final  “  gallop- 
ade,”  the  policeman  and  his  fiancee  collided  with 
the  fiddler,  who  fell  and  broke  his  leg.  I  have 
forgotten  to  say  he  had  a  wooden  one.  This 
catastrophe  put  an  end  to  the  festivities.  So 
T.  and  I  had  a  grog,  by  way  of  a  “  night-cap,” 
and  a  pipe  to  steady  our  nerves,  then  to  bed;  my¬ 
self  to  dream  of  merry  maids  and  mullet  fishing. 

(To  he  continued.) 


§cotcJ)  'glofcs. 

By  Mac. 


History  repeats  itself :  the  men  of  Esk  and 
Diddle  are  even  yet  as  “  stout  and  true  ”  to  what 
they  take  up  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Bannock¬ 
burn.  Feeling  is  still  at  fever  heat  among  the 
braif  anglers  of  Oanonbie  and  the  muckle  toun  o’ 
the  Langholm,  over  the  “  monstrous  ”  rules,  as 
they  are  called,  which  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Esk  and  Diddle  Fisheries  Association,  and  report 
says  it  has  been  darkly  hinted  that  if  no  conces¬ 
sions  to  the  130  protesters  be  forthcoming  soon, 
there  will  most  likely  be  “  bonnets  on  the  green  !  ” 

At  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  meetings,  the 
bickering,  for  which  the  board  have  become 
famous,  still  go  on  at  a  clinking  pace.  Mr.  Peter 
Esslemont,  the  chairman,  after  last  meeting,  com¬ 
plained  by  letter  to  Sir  George  Trevelyan, 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  that  the  press  had  been 
supplied  by  members  with  a  report  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings.  That  report,  it  would  appear,  was 
furnished  by  a  clique  opposed  to  the  chairman, 
and  from  being  a  biassed  account  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  was,  as  such,  calculated  to  mislead  the 
public.  The  opinion  of  the  best  naturalists,  as 
also  of  disinterested  persons  well  qualified  to 
judge,  was  that  the  motion  with  reference  to  a 
most  important  matter,  which  came  up  at  last 
meeting,  and  was  carried  by  the  chairman  and 
those  who  supported  him  against  Mr.  James 
Johnstone’s  hectoring  and  faction,  redounded 
entirely  to  the  credit  of  the  board.  The  Daily 
Mail  now  states  that,  at  the  meeting  of  the  board 
held  this  week,  a  letter  was  read  from  Sir  George 
stating  that  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
infringement  of  a  well  understood  rule  in  Govern¬ 
ment  boards  as  regards  the  press,  and  hoping  that 
mentioning  it  would  be  sufficient  to  obviate  a  re¬ 
currence  of  what  was  complained  of. 

Our  Deeside  correspondent  writes:  “Another 
blizzard,  and  anglers  are  again  frozen  off  the 
water.  This  is  the  heaviest  snowfall  experienced 
on  Deeside  this  season.  When  the  lion  days  of 
March  have  given  place  to  the  proverbial  lamb¬ 
like  weather,  there  will  be  another  timely  flood 
to  increase  the  stock  in  the  upper  reaches.  The 
sudden  climatic  changes  have  been  very  trying. 
Most  anglers,  and  especially  those  from  the  sunny 
south,  are  suffering  from  severe  colds  and  influ¬ 
enza,  while  not  a  few  are  entirely  hors  de  combat. 
That  popular  veteran  sportsman,  Mr.  E.  Drum¬ 
mond,  down  with  influenza,  left  a  fortnight  ago. 
He  was  followed  a  few  days  later  by  his  friend, 
Mr.  Cholmondeley.  On  the  Inchmarlo  and  Kines- 
kie  waters  Dr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Barbour  landed 
eight-and-twenty  salmon  in  the  course  of  nine 


days,  and  on  the  Cairnton  water  Mr.  Farley  and 
party  (two  rods)  landed  thirty-one  in  four  days’ 
angling.  This  looks  like  business.  The  heaviest 
fish  yet  grassed  on  the  Dee  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
J.  T.  Hay,  and  turned  the  scale  at  2Jlb.  This,  no 
doubt,  will  soon  be  topped.  The  average  weight 
of  the  first  hundred  fish  entered  on  our  record  for 
the  present  season  on  the  Dee  yields  9jlb.  Some 
few  years  back  the  average  spring  fish  seldom 
turned  the  scale  at  71b.,  and  such  as  a  14-pounder 
was  a  rarity  worth  going  a  couple  of  miles  to  see. 
The  little  water  of  Lower  Dess,  something  under 
half  a  mile  in  extent,  had  yielded  twenty-four 
fish  up  to  the  end  of  last  week.  For  its  size  this 
is  the  best  fished  section  of  the  Dee.  Anglers  in 
ordering  flies  for  the  Dee  should  specify  long¬ 
shanks  fine  wire,  and  stick  to  the  measurements 
as  per  imperial  rule.  Scales  are  all  very  good 
in  the  trade  as  between  a  fly-tyer  and  the  whole¬ 
sale  house,  but  the  safest  plan  for  anglers  is  to 
discard  all  scales  and  give  the  sizes  he  wants  in 
inches  and  the  divisions  thereof.  Then  there  can 
be  no  mistake.  The  taking  flies  during  the  past 
week  have  been  the  ordinary  standards,  dressed 
on  two- inch  irons,  with  even  larger  patterns 
towards  night.  An  angler  had  an  exciting  though 
cooling  adventure  the  other  day.  He  was  fishing 
from  a  ledge  of  rock.  He  hooked  a  fish,  and  in 
turning  towards  the  bank,  slipped  and  fell  head¬ 
long  into  the  pool.  He  reappeared  several  yards 
down  the  stream.  Being  a  strong  swimmer  he 
reached  the  bank ;  and  to  this  knowledge  of  the 
art  he  owes  his  life,  as  he  was  heavily  handi¬ 
capped  with  big  waders.  He  then  fished  out  his 
salmon  rod  with  the  aid  of  his  minnow  rod,  and 
found  the  fish  still  on.  All  dripping  as  he  was 
with  the  ice-cold  water,  he  gamely  ran  and  landed 
a  beauty  of  81b.,  and  then  made  tracks  for  home. 
The  angling  season  on*  the  Ythan  opened  on 
Saturday  last.”  _ 

Our  Spey  correspondent  writes :  “  By  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Duff,  M.P.  for  Banff¬ 
shire,  to  the  Governor-Generalship  of  New  South 
Wales,  the  valued  services  have  been  lost  of  one 
who,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe,  was  to 
have  taken  up  the  ‘  cudgels  ’  on  behalf  of  the 
public  anglers  on  Speyside,  who  can  now  only 
fish  for  trout  by  permission  of  the  proprietor  or 
lessee.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Duff  will  use 
his  influence  with  some  brother  member  to  move 
in  the  matter.  Whoever  comes  forward  as  a 
candidate  for  the  vacant  seat,  will,  without  a 
doubt,  be  asked  to  pledge  himself  to  do  all  in 
his  power  to  secure  for  the  public  the  right 
to  fish  for  trout  in  the  Spey.  Talk  about 
angling  prospects ;  while  writing  we  are  experi¬ 
encing  the  severest  snowstorm  of  the  present 
winter,  and  just  when  sport  was  becoming  more 
encouraging.  Snow  is  lying  all  along  the  valley 
of  the  Spey  to  the  depth  of  a  foot  and  over,  and 
the  outlook  as  stormy  as  ever.  Not  very  en¬ 
couraging,  is  it  ?  I  hear  the  line  to  Aberdeen  has 
become  blocked  by  a  train  getting  embedded  in  a 
cutting  with  five  feet  of  snow  in  it ;  telegraph 
communication  also  broken  down.  Fierce  as  the 
storm  is,  it  is  not  severe  enough  to  keep  the  more 
ardent  sportsmen  oft'  the  water  as  long  as  the 
latter  is  not  tinged  with  ‘  grue.’  I  would  not  be 
surprised  were  I  to  have  to  record  in  my  river 
report  ‘  a  land  ’  during  the  storm.” 


A.  H.  SAYS : — “  Fair  success  attended  the 
anglers  till  Friday,  when  hard  frost  for  several 
nights  brought  the  river  to  a  very  low  level. 
Snow  is  falling  heavily  to-day  (Feb.  27),  and  the 
best  pools  are  frozen  over,  so  that  whatever 
happens  there  will  be  little  done  for  the  next  few 
days.  One  rod  had  five  fish  on  Monday,  the 
others  had  five  between  them.  Tuesday,  four 
fish;  Wednesday,  five;  Thursday,  two,  and 
Saturday,  three.  One  of  the  gillies  ‘  wiped  his 
master’s  eye  ’  twice  in  one  day.  By  way  of  com¬ 
pliment  the  gentleman  said,  ‘  Donald.’  ‘  Aye, 
sir.’  ‘  I  have  discovered  how  to  catch  fish.’ 
‘  I’m  real  glod  to  hear  that,  sir,  how  is’t  dune  ?  ’ 
‘By  giving  the  rod  to  you,  of  course.’  Donald 
made  a  large  smile  and  said,  ‘  You  can  fish  as 
weel  as  me  ony  day.’  And  this  was  quite  true. 
Although  the  river  fell  low  and  the  water  very 
tine,  fish  would  not  be  lured  except  by  very  large 
flies.  A  spate  is  now  needed  to  stock  the  lower 
beats  afresh  with  new  run  fish.  The  last  lot  that 
came  up  have  gone  on  to  the  higher  beats  and 
Dochmore.” 


Our  Inverness-shire  correspondent  writes : 
“  Since  last  report  very  little  has  been  done  on 
Loch  Ness  owing  to  contrary  winds  and  calms. 
One  boat  from  Chisholm’s  Private  Hotel,  Fort 
Augustus,  had  on  an  average  one  fish  per  day  of 
151b.  weight,  three  of  which  were  got  yesterday 
(Monday)  weighing  251b.,  01b.,  and  81b.  Mr. 
Davis  landed  one  on  Saturday  weighing  231b., 
and  got  one  81b.,  and  lost  two  yesterday.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Annan,  of  Bridge  of  Allan,  hooked 
a  fish,  and  after  an  exciting  two  hours’  play 
landed  him  about  two  miles  from  where  he  was 
hooked.  The  fish  several  times  ran  out  within  a 
few  yards  of  his  line,  and  once  or  twice  it  was 
not  known  who  was  to  give  in.  On  landing  him 
it  was  found  he  was  hooked  in  the  pectoral  fin, 
and  weighed  341b. — no  wonder  he  played  strong. 
On  Oich  and  Garry  waters  sport  is  not  up  to 
previous  years,  they  having  got  only  about  thirty 
fish  since  the  opening.  The  Inchnacardoch  nets 
have  been  taken  off  Loch  Ness.  Netting  on 
River  Ness  has  met  with  little  success.” 


In  the  Ross-shire  Journal  of  last  week  appeared 
a  long  and  interesting  notice  of  a  hatchery,  on 
the  most  approved  principles,  which  has  just 
been  erected  in  the  sporting  forest  of  Gilder- 
morrie,  to  the  north-east  of  Ben  Wyvis,  Ross- 
shire,  by  Mr.  Fred  Shoolbred,  the  proprietor.  In 
this  notice  it  is  stated  that  on  the  estate  are 
several  lochs,  in  addition  to  the  large  one  at 
Gildermorrie  proper,  and  these  Mr.  Shoolbred 
has  had  stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout,  which 
are  doing  well.  When  the  lochs  were  thus  re¬ 
plenished,  Mr.  Shoolbred  also  resolved  on  testing 
a  nice  point  in  salmon  culture.  As  is  known, 
the  River  Alness  is  one  of  our  best  salmon  rivers, 
and  salmon  from  this  river  can  be  got  in  Gilder¬ 
morrie  Loch  (Loch  Moire),  out  of  which  it  flows. 
Sti’ange  to  say,  however,  the  fish  do  not  proceed 
further  than  the  loch,  and  do  not  ascend  the 
Gildermorrie  river,  which  falls  into  the  loch  at 
the  upper  end.  While  this  is  so,  it  is  supposed 
that  at  one  time  they  did  ascend  the  river,  and 
the  reason  for  their  not  now  passing  the  loch 
cannot  be  very  well  ascertained.  Mr.  Shoolbred, 
however,  has  resolved  to  experiment,  and  has  had 
erected  at  Gildermorrie  a  salmon  hatchery,  from 
which  the  river  is  to  be  stocked  with  salmon  fry, 
whereby,  according  to  the  theory  that  salmon 
return  from  the  sea  to  the  place  of  their  nativity, 
Gildermorrie  river  will  be  in  a  few  years  well 
stocked  with  salmon.  If  they  do  not  return,  the 
temperature  of  the  water  at  such  an  elevation,  or 
some  other  adverse  circumstance,  must  be  the 
cause,  and  questions  of  doubt  and  importance  in 
pisciculture  may  be  explained.  .  .  .  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Forth  and  Dee  Fishery  Boards  the 
ova  were  obtained  from  the  rivers  Dee  and  Teith. 


In  the  two  north-east  of  Scotland  fishery  cases 
— the  Dee  salmon  fishery  case,  and  the  Spey  trout 
fishing  case — judgment,  as  our  readers  are  aware, 
was  recently  pronounced  in  the  Court  of  Session, 
Edinburgh.  It  is  believed  that  the  latter  case 
will  take  end  with  the  judgment  which  Lord 
Kyllachy  pronounced,  in  consequence  of  want  of 
funds  to  take  it  to  the  Inner  House.  But  with 
regard  to  the  former — which  is  between  the 
maker  of  “  Ogston’s  soap,”  Mr.  Alex.  Milne 
Ogston,  of  Ardoe,  manufacturer,  Aberdeen ;  and 
Mr.  David  Stewart,  of  Banchory  House  and 
Nether  Banchory,  Lord  Provost  of  Aberdeen — a 
reclaiming  note  was  submitted  to  the  Judges  of 
the  First  Division  of  the  Court  of  Session  on 
Tuesday  last,  as  to  the  boundaries  of  the  salmon 
fisheries  opposite  the  estates  of  the  parties.  Lord 
Wellwood  in  the  Outer  House  granted  declarator 
in  favour  of  the  pursuer.  The  defender  reclaimed, 
and  on  Tuesday  his  note  was  sent  to  the  roll  for 
discussion. 


“  Little,”  writes  our  Tay  correspondent,  “  has 
been  done  on  the  river  of  late,  in  consequence, 
partly,  of  the  nets  proving  too  effectual  to  allow 
many  fresh-in  fish  from  the  firth  to  swim  forward 
and  get  into  the  angling  catches,  and  partly  from 
the  state  of  the  river  having  drawn  away  up  to 
the  loch  most  of  the  fish  that  had  run  in  before 
the  netting  commenced.  It  is  believed  that  there 
is  not  now  a  good  head  of  fish  even  in  those 
i-eaches  of  the  river  which  the  netting  does  not 
damage.  But  on  the  loch  matters  have  stood 
differently,  and  some  splendid  sport  has  been  got 
by  the  rods  from  the  various  centres.  Besides, 
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it  is  reckoned  that  there  is  an  almost  unpre¬ 
cedented  stock  of  fish  forward,  and  therefore, 
should  conditions  shape  themselves  all  right  for 
angling,  the  sport  no  doubt  will  prove  much 
better  than  usual,  and  continue  longer  in  the 
year.  Both  loch  and  river  have  yielded  a 
ilO  pounder  or  two  during  the  week.” 

“  The  Brora,”  writes  Colin  Gunn,  “  did  fairly 
well  last  week,  when  the  takes  were  as  follows: — 
On  the  20th,  Mr.  Hall,  three  fish  ;  Mr.  Todd,  two 
fish ;  21st,  Mr.  Hall,  one  fish ;  22Dd,  Mr.  Gunnis, 
three  fish  ;  Mr.  Hall,  five  fish  ;  23rd,  Mr.  Gunnis, 
one  fish;  24th,  Mr.  Gunnis,  one  fish;  25th,  Mr. 
Gunnis,  two  fish.  Total  catch  for  week,  18  fish ; 
weight  not  known.  Mr.  Gunnis,  Gordonbush, 
arrived  north  on  Tuesday  and  has  not  had,  as 
yet,  a  blank  day.  River  now  about  frozen,  and  a 
smart  snowstorm  on  the  hills.” 


Loch  Ness,  Loch  A'’ennachar,  and  Loch  Lub- 
naig — all  free  fishing  lochs — are  still  doing  well 
for  salmon  to  the  rod,  although  perhaps  not  so 
well  as  last  week.  _ 


A  Sutherlandshire  correspondent  writes: — “On 
the  northern  seaboard  the  angling  on  the  early 
rivers,  which  are  well  cared  for,  is  proving  good 
now.  Regarding  the  Naver,  it  is  worth  bearing  in 
mind  that  there  has  been  no  netting  in  or  near 
the  river  for  six  years — the  first  three  years  by 
generous  enterprize  of  the  proprietor,  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  and  since  then  by  arrangement 
with  the  tenants,  who  pay  £25  for  each  of  six  rods 
to  buy  off  all  netting — no  fixed  nets  for  five 
miles  on  each  side.  The  river  is  doing  well  this 
spring,  and  so  she  should,  but  I  consider  she  will 
never  do  as  well  as  she  ought,  until  something 
is  done  at  the  low  end  of  Loch  Naver  to  keep 
the  spring  fish  from  going  too  quickly  into  the 
loch  where  they  are  utterly  lost  sight  of.” 

The  proprietors  of  the  Blackwater  and  Conon, 
Ross-shire,  have,  for  the  last  year  or  two,  been 
doing  handsomely  by  this  dual  river.  In  two 
W'ays  they  have  worked  for  the  increase  of  the 
stock  of  fish — by  artificial  propagation  (from 
maintaining  a  hatchery)  which  has  done  much, 
and  by  buying  up  and  removing  the  netting 
which  also  has  had  a  good  effect.  The  hatchery 
results  have  been  extremely  successful  and 
through  allowing  more  fish  into  the  river  the 
natural  resources  have  been  given  a  better 
chance.  There  is  now  no  netting  higher  up  than 
about  half-a-mile  from  the  river  or  not  higher 
than  the  march  stone  of  Kildun. 


Already  Loch  Tummel  has  yielded  some  fine 
trout.  Before  February  had  ended,  a  couple  of 
anglers,  out  for  a  few  hours  on  two  different 
days,  had  between  them  five  trout,  weighing  5ilb., 
4|lb.,  31b.,  31b.,  and  21b.,  besides  some  pike.  Loch 
Tummel  is  the  earliest  loch  in  Scotland,  and  its 
trout,  which  are  few,  but  large,  come  into  condi¬ 
tion  soonest  in  the  year  of  all  Scotch  loch  trout, 
those  of  Loch  Leven  not  excepted. 


Angling  has  now  commenced  on  the  Annan, 
the  Esk,  the  Ythan,  and,  indeed,  all  the  later  in 
opening  of  Scotch  rivers.  Over  thirty  anglers 
liave  been  notified  by  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries 
Association  that  they  are  not  any  longer  to  have 
tickets  granted  them  to  fish.  This  is  rough  upon 
these  anglers,  and  no  wonder  their  backs  are  up. 

The  eggs  of  the  early  salmon  deposited  in  the 
autumn  in  the  hatcheries  of  the  north  of  Scot¬ 
land,  are  now  hatching  or  have  just  hatched  out 
in  all  the  half  dozen  or  so  different  localities 
where  hatcheries  are  maintained.  Scarcely  any 
loss  of  ova  has  resulted,  and  this  is  attributed  by 
most  to  the  more  successful  impregnation  by  the 
dry  process.  Monday  last  170,000  Tweed  salmon 
eggs  were  dispatched  from  Howietoun  for  ship¬ 
ment  on  board  the  Kiakoura,  which  sails  shortly 
for  New  Zealand.  This  is  the  second  lot  sent 
away  this  season  ;  the  first,  consisting  of  100,000 
Teith  ova,  having  gone  by  the  Ionic. 

A  GENTLEMAN,  fishing  Oil  Loch  Rannoch  last 
week,  caught  three  yellow  trout,  weighing  141b., 
41b.,  and  31b.  These  are  good  weights  tor  yellows. 

The  Hielanman’s  aye  dry  !  an’  likes  a  drappie 
tae  pit  doon  his  saumon. 


ZIG-ZAG  ROUTES  TO  CHICAGO 
FOR  ANGLERS. 

(Continued  from  page  11.) 

By  Rux. 


By  zig-zag  routes  I  have  piloted  the  traveller 
through  the  fair  vales  of  the  Acadian  provinces 
to  the  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Situated  on 
the  hanks  of  this  noble  river  are  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  two  cities  the  attractions  of  which  are 
doubtlessly  so  familiar  to  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  as  to  require  no  further  illustra¬ 
tion.  I  will  therefore  presume  that  the  tourist  is 
sojourning  at  the  St.  Louis  Hotel  in  Dufferin 
Avenue,  Q*iebec,  and,  having  visited  all  the  prin¬ 
cipal  lions  of  the  old  town,  is  now  making  his 
final  preparations  for  an  expedition  to  the  famous 
Lake  St.  John.  This  grand  sheet  of  water,  with 
its  several  streams,  contain  numerous  fish  of 
various  kinds,  whilst  game  is  still  plentiful  in  the 
surrounding  wildernesses.  Although  consider¬ 
ably  off  the  highway  to  our  final  destination, 
Chicago,  no  visitor  to  the  Franco-Canadian 
capital  should  miss  this  trip,  which,  comprising 
some  of  the  wildest  and  most  romantic  scenery  on 
the  Atlantic  seaboard,  will  well  repay  the  most 
ardent  sportsman,  even  should  the  fates  be  adverse 
to  his  casting  the  line  or  drawing  the  trigger. 
To  this  sequestered  region  the  reader  and  1  will 
proceed  by  train,  and,  having  rambled  for  a  season 
by  stream  and  forest,  we  will  then  wend  our  way 
by  boat  down  the  lovely  w’aters  of  the  Saguenay, 
and,  ascending  the  estuary  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
will  finally  reach  our  head-quarters  at  Quebec. 

The  train  leaves  Quebec  for  Roberval,  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  St.  John,  from  the  Palais  station. 
At  St.  Ambrose  a  magnificent  view  of  the  valley 
of  the  St.  Charles  river  presents  itself  to  the 
tourist,  whence,  galloping  over  the  iron-way,  in 
less  than  an  hour  we  cross  the  Jacques-Cartier 
river,  and,  enjoying  the  exquisite  scenery  of  the 
sweet  vale  through  which  this  stream  flows,  after 
a  further  jaunt  of  eight  miles  we  reach  Lake  St. 
Joseph.  This  is  a  fine  stretch  of  water,  about 
eight  miles  long,  and  twenty-two  miles  in  circum¬ 
ference,  surrounded  by  mountains,  which  are 
ornamentally  wooded  with  birch,  maple,  beech, 
and  ash.  The  water  is  very  deep  and  clear,  and 
the  hard  sandy  beach  affords  every  facility  for 
bathing.  On  the  opposite  shore  to  the  railway 
station,  and  reached  by  steamer,  stands  the  com¬ 
fortable  hotel,  the  Lake  View  House,  where  the 
angler  taking  up  his  quarters  should  have  some 
good  sport  with  the  black  bass.  Resuming  our 
rambles  by  rail,  the  next  sheet  of  water  we  arrive 
at  is  Lake  Sergeant,  the  shore  of  which  we  follow 
for  about  two  miles.  The  Sergeant  was  formerly 
famous  for  his  “  bass,”  but  owing  to  the  frequent 
visits  of  other  officers  of  the  line  to  the  “  canteen,” 
the  stock  in  trade  is  sadly  reduced.  We  therefore 
decline  the  hospitality  of  the  N.C.O.’s  mess,  and, 
without  tap  of  drum,  descend  into  the  valley  of 
St.  Anne,  and,  crossing  the  river,  detrain  at  St. 
Raymond.  This  is  a  charming  little  town,  and 
will  be  found  an  excellent  centre  for  either  the 
mighty  hunter  or  the  Waltonian  brotherhood. 
The  latter,  indeed,  may  make  excursions  every 
day  in  a  different  direction,  always  finding  some 
new  lake  or  stream,  where  good  sport  may  be  had. 
Once  more  en  route,  we  pass  a  few  unimportant 
wayside  stations,  when  the  railway,  after  travers¬ 
ing  for  some  distance  a  rocky  ledge  cut  out  of  the 
mountain  side,  descends  into  the  valley  of  the 
Batiscau,  and  then  follows  the  course  of  that 
river  for  over  thirty  miles.  During  this  portion 
of  the  journey  we  pass  through  surprisingly 
beautiful  scenery,  which  reaches  a  climax  of  per¬ 
fection  when  the  above  stream  is  joined  by  the 
Miguick  and  the  Jeanette.  Beyond  the  Batiscau 
a  chain  of  well-stocked  trout  streams  has  been 
secured  by  the  Laurentides  Fish  and  Game  Club, 
whilst  other  clubs  also  hold  riparian  rights  in  the 
same  neighbourhood. 

At  a  distance  of  112  miles  from  Quebec,  we 
arrive  at  Lake  Edward,  which,  for  obvious 
reasons,  is  also  known  as  Lac  des  Grandes  Isles  ; 
it  is  twice  the  size  of  Lake  Joseph,  and  is  well 
stocked  with  fine  trout.  The  fishing  rights  of 
this  sheet  of  water  are  held  by  the  railway 
company,  who  have  an  excellent  hotel,  the 
Laurentides  House,  situated  at  the  water’s  edge, 
and  anglers  who  patronise  this  establishment 


are  granted  tickets  that  enable  them  to  follow 
the  craft.  Several  steamers  ply  on  the  lake, 
but  the  deep  bays  and  inlets  on  its  hundred 
miles  of  shore  line,  are  for  the  most  part  un¬ 
explored,  and  are  nothing  less  than  an  intricate 
maze  of  islands,  the  mysteries  of  which  are  known 
to  but  few.  From  Lake  Edward  the  railway 
continues  to  Lake  Kiskisink,  which  is  the  source 
of  the  Metabotchouan  river,  a  famous  angling 
stream,  emptying  into  Lake  St.  John,  and  also 
rented  by  the  railway  company.  Leaving  Lake 
Kiskisink,  the  scenery  becomes  somewhat  mono¬ 
tonous,  there  being  nothing  but  a  continued 
chain  of  lakelets  on  either  side  of  the  railway 
till  we  reach  Chambord  Junction.  Then  a  change 
comes  o’er  the  spirit  of  our  dream,  and  the 
panorama  is  one  that  will  be  long  remembered, 
the  stranger  in  the  land  experiencing  fresh  sur¬ 
prises  as  we  rapidly  pass  over  the  remaining 
thirteen  miles  that  carries  us  to  the  terminus 
of  the  line  at  Roberval,  situated  on  the  shores 
of  Lake  St.  John.  Roberval  is  only  a  small 
village,  with  a  good  hotel  that  stands  close  to  the 
water’s  edge.  Lake  St.  John,  called  Iiy  the 
Indians  “  Flat  Lake,”  is  a  large  expanse  of  water 
twenty-eight  miles  long,  twenty-live  miles  wide, 
and  having  a  depth  of  nearly  eighty  feet.  It 
receives  the  waters  of  nineteen  rivers,  some  of 
them  over  a  mile  in  width ;  the  principal  of 
which  are  the  Mistassini,  Benbonca,  and  tbe 
Ashouapmouchouan,  each  about  150  miles 
in  length,  flowing  from  the  Hudson  Bay 
watershed.  The  outlet  of  these  streams  is  La 
Dccharge  du  Lac  St.  Jean,  which  at  Chicoatine 
becomes  the  Saguenay.  For  the  first  eight  miles 
of  its  course  the  river  is  divided  into  two  branches 
by  Alma  Island,  known  respectively  as  Grande 
Decharge  and  Petite  Docharge.  The  form-  r 
shares  with  the  Penbonca  the  honour  of  being 
the  favourite  resort  of  the  game  onauaniche, 
trout,  pickerel,  perch,  and  pike  being  also  abun¬ 
dant  in  these  waters.  On  the  shores  of  Lake  St. 
John  at  Point  Bleue  is  the  reservation  of  the 
Montagnais  Indians,  who  being  experienced 
hunters  and  excellent  canoeists,  their  services 
will  doubtlessly  be  appreciated  by  visiting  sports¬ 
men.  The  proprietor  of  the  hotel  at  Roberval 
has  the  exclusive  fishing  rights  of  the  lake  and 
its  tributary  streams,  and  besides  the  above 
establishment  is  also  the  landlord  of  the  Island 
House,  situated  on  an  island  in  the  midst  of 
several  good  fishing  pools,  where  a  supply  of 
camp  outfits  are  kept  for  the  use  of  guests. 

The  return  trip  by  water  to  Quebec  can  be 
taken  by  two  different  routes.  For  the  first  a 
couple  of  Indians  with  their  canoe  are  necessary 
when  starting  from  the  Island  House,  the  rapids 
of  the  Grande  Decharge  are  descended  to 
Chicoutimi.  The  trip  is  thrilling  in  the  extreme, 
but  although  unsuitable  for  travellers  of  a 
nervous  temperament  is,  nevertheless,  under  the 
pilotage  of  skilful  Redskins,  free  from  any  real 
danger.  The  more  pacific  course,  however,  is  to 
take  a  conveyance  from  the  Roberval  Hotel,  over 
a  good  highway  to  the  same  point  (Chicoutimi), 
a  distance  of  about  seventy  miles,  whence  the 
remainder  of  the  journey  is  continued  by  one  of 
the  river  steamers.  Taking  it  for  granted  that 
we  reach  the  head  of  navigation  in  safety,  we  now 
board  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Steam 
Navigation  Company,  and  in  tranquil  waters  pi’o- 
ceed  down  the  Saguenay.  As  we  quietly  glide  along, 
the  scenery  is  of  remarkable  boldness,  though  less 
startling  than  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river. 
After  passing  Cape  St.  Francois,  situated  on  the 
left  bank,  the  steamer  runs  between  the  frowning 
promontories  of  Cape  East  and  Cape  West,  and 
enters  the  beautiful  Ha  Ha  Bay.  In  this  inlet  is 
the  small  French  village  of  St.  Alphonse,  where 
we  call  and  disembark  passengers  who  are  proceed¬ 
ing  to  the  Gravel  Lakes,  which  are  three  miles 
distant,  and  famous  for  red  trout.  After  leaving 
Ha  Ha  Bay  and  regaining  the  Saguenay,  the  real 
solemn  grandeur  and  loveliness  of  the  river  is 
felt — the  weird  and  desolate  scenery  almost  op¬ 
pressing  one.  As  the  vessel  forges  her  way  down 
stream,  the  shores  of  which  are  almost  unin¬ 
habited,  to  the  right  we  behold  La  Tableau,  a 
sheet  of  limestone  rock  900  feet  high.  Farther  on 
we  pass  Statue  Point,  where,  some  thousand  feet 
above  the  water,  a  huge  arch  gives  ingress  to  a 
cave  untrodden  by  man.  The  steamer  next  steers 
close  to  Cape  Eternity,  a  narrow  cove  between 
the  majestic  heights  of  Cape  Eternity  and  Cape 
Trinity,  where  the  water  is  150  fathoms  deep  and 
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the  cliffs  rise  sheer  from  its  surface  to  a  height 
of  500  feet.  Six  miles  below  Eternity  Bay  is  St. 
John’s  Bay, which  receives  the  St.  John  River;  and 
four  miles  further  down  is  the  confluence  of  the 
Little  Saguenay  river  that  flows  from  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  the  home  of  big  game  and  pools  that  team 
with  trout.  The  steamer  next  sweeps  by  St.  Louis 
Island,  a  granite  rock  half  a  mile  long,  covered 
with  firs  and  birches,  and  the  water  surrounding 
it  containing  numberless  salmon  trout.  Two 
miles  from  here  we  pass  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Marguerite  river,  the  principal  tributary  of  the 
Saguenay,  and  renowned  for  its  salmon  fisheries; 
whence,  passing  several  other  picturesque  points, 
we  enter  the  St.  Lawrence  at  Tadousac.  Blougli- 
ing  her  way  up  stream,  after  a  run  of  some 
hours  the  boat  arrives  at  the  charming  ;RIurray 
Bay,  a  favourite  resort  for  anglers,  good  sport 
being  frequently  obtained  in  the  Murray  river 
and  the  Grand  and  Petit  Lakes.  Soon  after 
leaving  Murray  Bay  wo  sight  Mount  Ehonlc- 
ments,  and  the  steamer,  having  touched  at  the 
]ner  of  Les  Eboulements,then  proceeds  to  the  very 
beautiful  bay  of  St.  Paul’s,  between  which  and 
the  Isle  aux  Condres  is  the  whirlpool  called  La 
Gouffre.  Leaving  here,  we  soon  pass  the  lofty 
cliffs  of  Ahattes  and  Cape  Mailards,  and  some 
time  later  sight  Sault-au-Couchon,  which  is 
situated  on  the  slope  of  Cape  Range,  beneath  the 
crest  of  a  mountain  2,870  feet  high.  Having 
cleared  this  last  point,  the  steamer  turning  south¬ 
west,  a  run  of  17  miles  carries  us  to  Cape  Tou- 
mente,  whence  our  eourse  lies  between  the  north 
shore  and  the  island  of  Orleans.  Gradually  the 
settlements  now  grow  thicker  on  either  shore,  and 
the  steamer  having  })assed  the  west  end  of  the  above 
island,  we  behold  a  truly  beautiful  panorama. 
On  the  right  is  the  majestic  Montmorency  Fall, 
on  the  left  the  heights  of  Point  Levis  and  St. 
Joseph,  and  in  front  the  white  cliff'  of  Quebec, 
crowned  with  batteries  and  adorned  with  spires. 
A  few  minutes  later  wo  reach  the  wharf  and 
return  to  our  comfortable  hotel. 

In  describing  the  long  route  from  Halifax  to 
Montreal,  via  Quebec,  although  curtailed,  a 
sufficient  detail  has  been  given  to  enable  the 
traveller  to  find  his  way  from  our  present 
quarters  to  the  Mercantile  Metropolis  of  the 
Dominion.  Without  delay  we  take  the  train 
either  on  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific,  or  that 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  when  a  run  of  a 
few  hours  carries  us  to  the  terminus  of  ocean 
steamers  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  On  our  arrival  we 
proceed  to  the  Windsor  Hotel  in  Dominion-square, 
which  excellent  establishment  we  will  patronize 
for  a  few  days,  as  the  tourist  will  hardly  wish  to 
leave  this  magnificent  city  till  ho  has  visited  the 
principal  sights  contained  in  its  limits.  Space 
prohibits  my  giving  them  in  detail,  but  I  will 
remind  the  traveller  that  one  of  the  most  exciting 
excursions— a  very  short  one — that  can  possibly 
be  conceived,  is  the  round  trip  by  train,  either  to 
Lachine  or  St.  Ann's,  and  then  from  either  of 
these  points  running  the  rapids  in  a  steamer  back 
to  Montreal. 

Our  visit  to  this  island  city  having  come  to  a 
pleasant  termination,  it  is  now  necessary  to  de¬ 
cide  by  what  route  we  will  continue  our  rambles 
to  the  west.  This  is  no  easy  matter,  as  there  are 
no  less  than  five  different  occidental  routes  from 
which  to  choose— sojne  by  land  and  others  by 
water,  not  one  of  which  but  has  its  own  especial 
cliarm.  As,  however,  the  route  taken  by  the  G  rand 
'firunk  Railway  combines  the  scenery  and  attrac¬ 
tions  of  its  own  line  and  to  some  extent  that  of 
the  direct  waterway  to  Toronto,  we  will,  with  the 
travellers’  sanction,  avail  ourselves  of  the  excel¬ 
lent  service  provided  by  this  company. 

Taking  the  train  at  the  Bonaventure  Station, 
we  (|uickly  cross  the  St.  Lawrence  by  the  A’ictoria 
Bridge,  one  of  the  great  engineering  works  of 
modern  times,  and  the  largest  tubular  bridge  in 
the  world.  Following  the  shores  of  the  river,  the 
line  passes  Cornwall  and  Prescott,  and  thence 
proceeds  to  Brookville.  From  either  of  these 
two  last-named  stations,  a  short  trip  will  take  the 
tourist  to  Ottawa.  “  See  Rome  and  then  die,” 
said  the  poet  of  old — see  Ottawa  and  live  is  far 
preferable.  The  seat  of  Government  is  very 
much  alive  at  the  present  time,  and  besides 
being  equipped  with  all  the  inventions  which 
modern  science  has  produced,  is  also  provided  by 
nature  with  as  beautiful  surroundings  as  any 
other  city  in  the  Dominion.  Neither  will  the 
angler  be  amiss  in  taking  this  slight  detour,  as 


in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  capital  there  are 
streams  galore,  well  stocked  with  fish.  Having 
visited  the  sights,  the  finest  of  which  are  the 
Government  Buildings  and  the  Chaudiere  Falls, 
we  bid  farewell  to  Ottawa,  and  resuming  our 
journey  at  Brookville,  a  run  of  about  tiO  miles 
brings  us  to  Kingston,  situated  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Ontario.  Here  wo  will  detrain,  and  leaving 
our  belongings  at  the  Hotel  Fontinac,  will  then, 
armed  with  our  tools  of  destruction  and  a  light 
kit,  repair  to  the  waters  that  are  situated  in 
close  proximity  to  the  Kingston  and  Pem¬ 
broke  Railway.  This  line  has  opened  up  a 
region  formerly  inaccessible — a  wild  and  rocky 
district  of  extreme  beauty,  and  possessed  of 
many  natural  resources.  It  is  studded  with 
picturesque  lakelets,  the  chief  of  whic’n  is 
Sharbot  Lake.  A  short  trip  by  rail  will  carry 
us  to  this  sheet  of  water,  by  the  shores 
of  which  stands  an  Angler's  Rest,  that  will 
accommodate  a  limited  number  of  visitors.  The 
principal  fish  taken  in  this  lake  are  pike  and 
blaek  bass,  and  in  the  “  Pall  ”  there  is  capital 
duck  shooting,  the  wild  fowl  at  this  season  of  the 
year  being  on  flight  for  more  southerly  climes. 
If  time  permitted,  the  trip  could  be  extended  to 
the  Rideau  Lakes,  and  even  as  far  as  Mississippi 
Lake  and  stream,  all  of  which  are  excellent 
fishing  waters  ;  and  in  the  surrounding  country, 
game  of  various  kinds  is  plentiful,  offering  many 
inducements  to  the  knights  of  the  trigger. 

Leaving  Kingston,  the  line,  following  the  shores 
cf  liake  Ontario,  carries  us  to  Napanee,  and 
thence,  passing  a  few  unimportant  stations,  we 
arrive  at  Belleville,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Moira  river,  that  flows  into  Quinte  Bay.  Here 
a  very  pleasant  excursion  can  be  made  by  taking 
the  steamer  to  Picton,  a  town  standing  on  the 
southern  extremity  of  Prince  Edward  Peninsula, 
whence  a  branch  railway  will  convey  the  traveller 
again  to  the  main  line  at  Trenton.  This  is  a 
glorious  side  trip,  embracing  some  magnificent 
scenery  and  being  only  a  slight  detour,  should 
if  possible  be  taken.  Trenton  is  situated  at  the 
outlet  of  the  Ti’ent  River,  which  flows  from  Rice 
Lake,  both  stream  and  lakelet  affording  good 
fishing.  A  short  distance  from  this  station  is 
Coburg,  our  next  stopping  place,  at  which  point 
the  angler  by  a  branch  line  can  proceed  to  a  small 
place  called  Harwood,  on  Rice  Lake,  or  the  trip 
may  be  continued  to  Peterboro’,  an  excellent 
centre  for  the  lovers  of  stream  and  forest,  with 
good  hotel  accommodation.  Resuming  our 
journey  by  the  Grand  Trunk,  a  seven  mile  tramp 
brings  us  to  Port  Hope,  whence  passing  through 
Bowmansville,  our  next  important  halt  is  at 
Whitby.  From  here  there  is  a  branch  line  via 
Lindsay  to  Haliburton,  a  small  town  with  a  couple 
of  fair  inns,  and  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  capital 
sporting  country.  The  lakes  and  streams  are 
W’ell  stocked  with  trout,  and  within  easy  distance 
the  followers  of  Nimrod  will  find  deer,  bear,  and 
grouse.  Once  more  en  route  ‘  Westward  Ho,’  we 
soon  reach  Pickering,  locally  known  as  old  Seneca 
village,  when  after  a  further  run  of  about  twenty- 
three  miles,  our  train  steams  into  the  Union 
Depot  at  Toronto.  A  few  minutes  later  our 
names  are  inscribed  in  the  books  as  guests  at 
the  Queen’s  Hotel,  in  Front-street.  The  length 
of  time  that  we  will  remain  in  this  splendid 
mercantile  centre  will  much  depend  on  wayside 
lingerings  at  other  places,  for  if  the  rambler 
were  to  follow  all  the  bye-routes  I  have  described 
and  was  still  anxious  to  see  the  World’s  Fair,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  the  “  big  show  ”  kept 
open  for  a  couple  of  years,  or  perhaps  longer,  if 
the  angler  was  lucky  enough  to  get  fast  in  a  few 
fifteen  or  twenty  pounders.  A  list  of  places  of 
interest  in  the  Queen  City  can  be  obtained  from 
the  hotel  boss,  and  as  the  visitor’s  wishes  will  he 
doubtlessly  furthered  by  the  courteous  policeman, 

I  shall  leave  the  giridance  of  the  stranger  to 
these  gentlemen  during  his  sojourn  in  town. 
From  Toronto  two  noted  districts  can  be  visited 
with  comparative  ease  and  expedition.  The 
first  is  Niagara  Falls;  the  second  the  sporting 
region  of  Muskoka.  To  attempt  any  description 
of  the  mighty  cataract  would  be  a  disastrous 
venture  on  my  part,  and  not  wishing  to  arouse 
the  wrath  of  a  gentleman  who  at  one  time  figured 
between  the.  “  Coals,”  I  must  decline  the  combat, 
and  will  refer  the  tourist  to  local  guides  for  all 
information  regarding  this  interesting  locality. 
As  a  short  detail  of  the  many  wonders  to  be 
found  in  JIuskoka  may  be  acceptable,  thither  will 


I  lead  the  sportsman.  Twenty  years  ago  this 
region  was  a  complete  wilderness,  but  since  then 
it  has  become  dotted  with  towns  and  villages 
with  many  summer  hotels.  Railways  have 
pierced  it  through,  steamboats  regularly  ply  on 
its  larger  lakes,  and  some  splendid  roads  traverse 
it  in  all  directions.  It  still,  however,  remains 
essentially  a  district  of  forests,  lakes,  and  rivers. 
These  lakes  vary  in  size  from  forty  miles  in 
length  down  to  mere  ponds,  but  all  of  them  clear 
and  deep,  and  swarming  with  trout,  black  bass, 
and  perch  ;  while  the  woods  are  well  stocked  with 
feathered  game,  deer  being  also  plentiful.  Taking 
the  Northern  and  North-Western  Railway,  now 
part  of  the  Grand  Trunk  system,  we  pass  through 
the  “ridges,”  the  watershed  of  the  rivers  flowing  to 
Lakes  Huron  and  Ontario.  On  emerging  from 
the  “ridges,”  the  train  winds  through  the  pleasant 
vale  of  Aurora,  where  the  hill-sides,  dotted  with 
cosy  farmsteads,  wooded  copses,  and  village 
spires,  remind  one  of  the  old  country.  Passing 
through  the  little  town  of  Newmarket,  we  see  the 
source  of  the  Holland  river  winding  its  way 
through  grassy  meads,  and  soon  arrive  at  Holland 
Landing,  which,  now  a  Sleepy  Hollow,  w’as  at  one 
time  a  centre  of  considerable  business.  Continu¬ 
ing  the  route,  our  next  stopping  place  is  Bradford, 
where  we  cross  the  stream  close  to  Holland  River 
Marsh.  This  is  a  capital  point  for  snipe  and  wild 
fowl  shooting,  and  Bingham’s  Hotel  affords  excel¬ 
lent  accommodation.  At  Lefroy  we  catch  the 
first  glimpse  of  Lake  Simcoe,  which  is  the  first 
of  the  various  chain  of  inland  lakes.  Stage 
coaches  run  to  Cooks  Bay,  whilst  steamers  ply  to 
Roach’s  Point,  a  pretty  little  village  that  is  much 
patronised  in  summer,  on  account  of  its  good 
fishing  and  boating.  Lake  Simcoe  is  a  splendid 
sheet  of  water,  thirty  miles  long  and  eighteen 
miles  wide.  Prom  Lefroy  the  traveller  can  now 
proceed  by  water  to  Barrie  and  Orillia,  or,  con¬ 
tinuing  by  train,  our  next  station  is  Allan- 
dale.  From  this  point  a  railway  runs  to  Colling- 
wood,  on  Georgian  Bay,  where  connection  is  made 
with  the  steamers  that  make  the  cruise  of  Lake 
Superior.  Leaving  Allandale,  we  (juickly  pass  by 
Barrie,  and  proceed  to  Haw’kstone,  near  to  which 
are  some  good  trout  streams,  whence  the  train 
plunges  into  thick  forests,  till,  reappearing  on 
the  lake  shore,  it  curves  round  into  Orillia.  Ten 
miles  distant  from  this  rising  town  is  Strawberry 
Island,  where  there  is  a  capital  hotel  and  fine 
summer  cottages.  This  resort  is  owned  hy  Captain 
Charles  Meinnes,  who  has  a  first-class  steamer, 
by  which  there  is  daily  connection  between  the 
island  and  Orillia.  Splendid  brook  trout  are 
caught  in  the  neighbouring  streams,  and  the 
black  bass  fishing  has  the  reputation  of  being 
second  to  none  in  America.  From  Orillia  the 
tourist,  in  continuing  his  rambles  to  the  Muskoka 
Lakes,  has  again  the  choice  of  two  means  of 
transit,  as  he  can  either  take  the  steamer,  and  pass¬ 
ing  through  the  narrows,  enter  Lake  Chouchiching 
and  proceed  to  Washago,  or  perform  the  same 
journf'y  by  rail.  Here  begins  the  splendid  fishing 
stream  of  the  Severn,  which  runs  through  deer, 
duck,  and  grouse  grounds,  through  wild  rapids 
and  over  the  Severn  Palls,  and  drains  the  entire 
Semcoe  region  into  Georgian  Bay.  A  short  dis¬ 
tance  below  AVishago  the  stream  opens  out  into 
Sparrow  Lake,  which  has  long  been  famous  for 
fishing  and  shooting.  On  leaving  AV'ashago,  the 
river  is  crossed  by  a  lofty  bridge,  and  the  railway 
enters  a  country  of  granite,  and  wund.s  on  through 
steep  cliffs  till  reaching  a  natural  opening,  the 
“  Granite  Notch,”  it  emerges  upon  the  highlands, 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  train  pulls  up  at 
Gravenhurst,  situated  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Mus¬ 
koka.  Taking  up'  his  quarters  at  either  the 
AVindsor  or  Albion  Hotel,  expeditions  can  be 
taken  by  the  score  into  the  Highlands  of  Ontario, 
and,  if  time  permitted,  a  trip  might  even  be 
entertained  to  the  charming  chain  of  waters  of 
Nipissiner.  This  being  only  a  side  trip,  and  as  the 
days  and  weeks  are  rapidly  gliding  by,  it  behoves 
us  to  once  more  take  up  our  western  journey 
from  Toronto  by  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway. 
Leaving  the  Union  Station  the  line  follows  the 
shore  of  liake  Ontario  to  Hamilton,  and  from 
there  runs  south-west  to  A\^oodstock.  From  here 
a  branch  line  carries  tourists  to  Port  Dover  on 
Lake  Erie,  a  very  popular  summer  resort  owing 
to  its  pleasant  surroundings  and  excellent  boat¬ 
ing  facilities,  and  during  the  season  some  capital 
duck  shooting  on  the  American  continent  may  be 
enjoyed.  (To  be  conhmied.) 
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THE  PROPOSED  NEW  THAMES 
FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 


(Copy  of  a  circular  which  has  been  sent  to  the 
secretaries  of  the  Thames  Angling  Societies  and 
the  London  Angling  Associations.  Any  persons 
interested  in  the  matter  can  attend). 

Dkar  Sir, — A  public  meeting  of  those  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Thames  Fisheries  will  be  held  nest 
week,  on  Wednesday  evening,  at  7  o’clock,  at 
Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell.* 

I  shall  be  glad  to  know  if  your  society  will  be 
represented.  The  object  of  the  meeting  is  to 
discuss  the  proposed  alterations  as  regards  the 
riparian  owners  and  the  Thames  Bye-laws  only, 
and  to  pass  resolutions,  and  draw  up  a  petition 
to  the  Privy  Council,  praying  that  the  present 
bye-laws,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  powers  given 
or  belonging  to  riparian  owners  in  respect  of  the 
Fisheries,  shall  remain  as  they  are  now. 

Yours  truly, 

R.  B.  MARSTON, 
Editor  Fishing  Gazette. 


We  are  glad  to  see  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  have  had  sport  at  Ringwood, 
or  near  it.  Mr.  Hare  Winton  had  a  ‘28ilb.  salmon 
on  Feb.  22,  and  one  of  27|lb.  next  day,  and  on 
Feb.  24,  Mr.  Hodges  had  one  of  281b.  and  one  of 
21  ,Ub.  _ 

Red  Palmer’s  “Fly-Fishing.”  —  The  second 
edition  of  this  useful  little  book  on  fly-fishing, 
by  kir.  James  Tayler,  president  of  the  Junior 
Fly-fishers  Club,  and  secretary  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  has  been  sold  out,  and  we  are 
informed  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  will  shortly 
be  ready.  The  same  author  is  about  to  publish 
a  “  Guide  to  the  Business  of  Public  Meetings,” 
with  forms  of  procedure,  powers  and  duties  of 
chairman  and  other  officers,  and  references  to  the 
various  Acts  of  Parliament  and  decisions  govern¬ 
ing  such  matters.  _ 

ISIr.  Philip  Geen  writes  :  “  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — 
I  am  up  here  for  my  usual  winter  holiday,  and 
am  enjoying  more  than  my  usual  good  luck. 
The  Lyon  has  been  in  first-class  trim  for  salmon 
fishing  until  this  week,  when  the  frost  has 
brought  it  too  low  for  sport.  I  have  had  some 
splendid  fish  for  such  a  small  river,  among  others 
two  of  181b.,  one  191b.,  one  201b.,  one  221b.,  one 
241b.,  one  2.51b.,  and  a  grand  fish  of  31|lb. 
Yesterday  I  had  a  day  on  Loch  Tay,  and  got 
three  fish,  one  of  which  I  send  to  you,  which 
please  accept.”  It  was  a  beauty.  Loch  Tay  fish 
are  of  excellent  flavour. 


Fly-Fishing  on  Loch  Leven. — The  fourteenth 
annual  competition  of  the  National  Angling 
Clubs  Association  will  be  held  on  Loch  Leven,  on 
Wednesday,  the  7th  of  June  next,  when  forty-four 
fly-fishing  clubs,  already  on  the  roll,  will  be 
entitled  each  to  send  one  representative.  The 
winner  takes  the  championship  of  the  National 
Clubs  and  a  substantial  money  prize,  and  there 
are  also  several  other  money  prizes. 


Trout  Stocking  at  Henley-on-Thames. — The 
Henley-on-Thames  and  District  Fishery  Preserva¬ 
tion  Association  have  recently  received  a  thousand 
yearling  trout  (fario),  and,  following  their  usual 
custom,  have  placed  them  in  tributary  brooks  in 
their  district.  A  large  number  which  were 
placed  in  the  brook  at  Ascot  last  year,  where 
they  had  egress  to  the  Thames,  have  thriven, 
many  of  them  stopping  in  the  brook,  others 
going  into  the  river.  At  Marsh  lock  the  asso¬ 
ciation  has  constructed  a  small  stew,  where  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  present  yearlings  will 
be  reared  until  they  become  two-year-olds  and  of 
a  fit  size  to  be  put  into  the  Thames.  The  placing 
of  trout  fry  in  the  river  has  been  proved  over 
and  over  again  to  be  a  mistake,  and  only  lack  of 
funds  prevents  the  various  associations  from 
always  buying  large  fish. 

*  Near  Farringdon-street  Station,  on  Underground 
Railway. 


GEORGE  COLE  BAINBRIDGE’S 
DRESSINGS  OF  ARTIFICIAL 
FLIES. 


No.  1  is  a  dark  fly,  with  black  body,  which 
appears  very  early  in  March,  and  sometimes  even 
in  February,  and  as  so  few  flies  suitable  for  the 
purpose  of  the  fly-fisher  are  at  that  time  animated, 
it  is  to  be  used  with  great  success  during  the 
whole  day.  The  body  is  made  of  dark  fur,  to  be 
obtained  from  a  black  water  spaniel  or  rabbit, 
with  a  very  small  proportion  of  claret-coloured 
camlet,  merely  to  give  the  mixture  a  tinge  when 
held  up  to  the  light,  the  wings  from  the  back  of 
the  fieldfare  or  hen  blackbird,  and  a  dusky  black 
hackle  for  legs. 

The  Black  Gnat  does  not  appear  until  nearly 
the  end  of  April.  The  body  is  made  with  a  black 
strip  from  an  ostrich  feather,  and  must  be 
dressed  thick,  and  rather  short ;  the  wings  of  a 
pale  stai’ling’s  feather,  or  it  is  equally  neat  if 
dressed  as  a  hackle,  for  which  purpose  a  pale  dun 
is  most  suitable.  Although  this  fly  is  generally 
highly  praised  by  writers  on  angling,  and  by  some 
has  been  recommended  as  a  standard  or  never- 
failing  fly,  the  character  which  it  has  obtained  is 
infinitely  too  favourable.  During  several  seasons 
in  which  the  compiler  made  use  of  this  fly,  he 
observed  that  it  was  neglected  by  the  flsh  if  a 
grouse  hackle  was  upon  the  same  line,  and  that  his 
other  flies  always  proved  more  attractive  than  the 
black  gnat.  But  as  it  is  a  favourite  fly  with 
many  persons,  and  will  certainly  kill  fish  when  the 
water  is  low  and  fine,  to  have  omitted  the  descrip¬ 
tion  would  have  been  censurable. 

The  March  Brown  or  Dun  Drake. — This 
very  excellent  fly  generally  appears  about  the 
middle  of  March,  and  is  strongly  recommended 
as  a  good  killer  from  eleven  o’clock  until  three. 
Large  quantities  of  these  beautiful  insects  sail 
down  the  streams  in  succession,  and  invite  the 
trout  to  action.  Their  wings  are  upright  on  the 
body,  and  whilst  they  are  on  the  water  it  is 
almost  in  vain  to  attempt  the  use  of  any  other 
fly.  Therefore,  as  they  vary  in  the  shade  of  the 
body,  it  is  advised  to  use  three  flies  of  this  form, 
but  of  different  sizes  and  colours,  at  the  same 
time,  which  will  insure  success  to  the  angler. 

The  wings  are  made  from  the  dark  mottled 
feather  from  the  tail  of  a  partridge,  or  mottled 
feather  from  the  ptarmigan  in  its  summer 
plumage;  the  body  of  the  fur  from  the  hare’s 
ear,  intermixed  with  a  small  portion  of  yellow 
worsted  well  dubbed  together ;  a  grizzled  hackle 
for  legs,  and,  if  the  imitator  chooses  to  be  exact, 
two  fibres  from  the  same  feather  which  composed 
the  wings  will  enable  him  to  form  the  tail.  This 
appendage  to  the  flies  in  their  natural  state  need 
not  be  attended  to  in  the  artificial  formation,  as 
it  is  of  little  importance  in  aiding  the  success  of 
the  angler,  although,  if  flies  are  dressed  for  sale, 
it  improves  their  appearance  and  renders  them 
more  showy  and  attractive.  It  may  also  be 
dressed  as  a  hackle,  by  means  of  the  spotted 
feather  from  a  pariridge’s  back,  using  the  same 
mixture  for  the  body  as  before  described. 

The  Hazle  Fly  is  of  a  round  form  and  rather 
difficult  to  be  imitated  with  success.  It  is  to  be 
used  in  May  and  June,  and  is  very  destructive 
where  bushes  abound.  By  some  this  is  im¬ 
properly  called  the  Marlow  Buzz.  The  body  is 
made  of  ostrich  harl,  of  two  colours,  viz.,  black 
and  purple,  which  must  be  twisted  very  thick ; 
the  wings  of  the  sandy- coloured  feathers  from 
under  the  wings  of  a  throstle,  or  from  the  red 
feather  of  a  partridge’s  tail,  provided  it  be  not 
too  dark  ;  a  bluish  hackle,  twisted  tolerably  full, 
will  answer  for  the  under  wing  as  well  as  for  the 
le"3.  The  cow-lady  flies  are  also  made  in  this 
manner,  substituting  a  red  or  black  hackle  for  the 
dun,  and  reducing  the  size  of  the  fly  considerably. 

The  Great  Dark  Dun  is  one  of  the  earliest 
flies  which  appear  upon  the  water,  and  may  be 
used  in  February,  if  the  weather  be  mild.  It  has 
four  wings,  which  are  to  be  imitated  by  the  dun 
feathers  from  the  wing  of  a  mallard,  which  have 
a  brownish  tinge ;  the  body  of  dark  fur  from  the 
mole,  mixed  with  a  little  dark  brown  mohair,  and 
a  dark  grizzled  for  legs.  This  fly  may  be  used 
during  the  whole  year,  early  in  the  morning  if 
the  wind  be  high,  and  is  often  successful  in 
raising  salmon. 

'  The  Stone  Fly  is  found  near  the  edge  of 


shallow,  stony  streams,  and  is  a  favourite  article 
of  food  to  the  trout,  so  long  as  it  continues  in 
season.  The  usual  time  of  the  stone  fly’s  appear¬ 
ance  is  in  April ;  but  Salter,  in  his  excellent 
little  work  on  “Angling,”  gives  the  following 
account  of  his  success  with  this  fly  at  a  much 
earlier  period:  “  The  general  opinion  that  it  never 
appears  until  the  middle  of  April  is  a  mistaken 
one.  The  reason  that  induces  me  to  trouble  you 
with  this  digression  is  to  remove  the  error,  by 
stating  a  circumstance  that  I  have  met  with.  On 
March  8,  when  sitting  by  the  side  of  a  stream  to 
repair  my  line,  I  observed  a  stone  fly  crawling 
on  the  gravel.  The  appearance  of  a  stranger  so 
unexpected  (in  a  cold  day)  excited  my  curiositj' 
so  far  as  to  make  a  trial  of  an  artificial  one,  the 
result  of  which  was  very  great  diversion  from 
half-past  eleven  till  one,  when  the  trout  ceased 
rising  to  it.  It  was  on  a  deep,  slow  stream  that 
is  generally  tinged  with  turbary  water ;  but  I 
never  have  found  so  much  success  with  it  upon 
rapid  streams  so  early  in  the  season.”  This  fly 
is  the  largest  of  the  representation  given,  being  an 
inch  in  length,  and  large  in  the  body.  The  wings, 
which  are  four  in  number,  should  not  much  exceed 
the  length  of  the  body,  and  are  to  be  made  to  lie 
flat ;  the  mottled  feather  from  a  hen  pheasant  or 
peahen  is  best  adapted  to  this  purpose.  The  body 
is  composed  of  any  dark  fur — such  may  be  pro¬ 
cured  from  bear’s  skin,  or  the  dark  part  of  the 
hare’s  ear,  &c. — and  is  to  be  mixed  with  yellow 
camlet  or  mohair,  so  that  it  may  appear  most 
yellow  near  the  tail  and  belly  of  the  fly,  with  a 
grizzled  hackle  of  good  length  wrapped  under  the 
wings.  Some  persons  in  imitating  this  fly,  add 
two  hairs  from  the  beard  of  a  black  cat,  or  from 
the  tail  of  the  fulmart  or  polecat,  as  representa¬ 
tions  of  the  horns ;  but,  as  before  observed, 
attention  to  such  minutim  is  unnecessary. 

Another  very  general  mode  of  dressing  this 
fly,  is  by  means  of  a  long-fibred  grizzled  hackle 
from  a  cock’s  back,  without  wings.  It  is  also  a 
deadly  bait  used  in  the  natural  state,  by  dibbing 
under  bushes,  and  must,  in  common  with  all  large 
flies,  be  invariably  used  at  the  point. 

The  Mealy  Brown  or  Fern  Fly  appears  in 
May,  and  is  an  excellent  lly  for  grayling.  It  has 
four  wings,  which  are  made  from  the  under  part 
of  a  throstle  or  fieldfare’s  wing ;  those  feathers 
should  be  selected  which  have  the  yellowest  tinge. 
The  common  hen  is  sometimes  to  be  met  with  of 
this  shade,  in  which  case  her  feathers  may  be 
used.  The  body  is  of  dusky  orange,  which  the 
light  brown  fur  from  a  fox’s  breast  will  furnish, 
and  a  pale  dun  hackle  for  logs. 

Attention  must  be  given  to  the  division  of  the 
wings. 

( To  be  continued) 


THE  LOWER  THAMES  TROUT 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 


The  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  must  not 
think  that  because  there  was  no  report  last  week 
of  the  doings  of  the  above-named  society,  that 
there  is  any  want  of  energy  to  make  it  a  success. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  issued  nearly  six  hundred 
circulars,  which  has  fully  occupied  my  spare  time. 
I  have  already  promises  of  support  from  several 
trout  fishermen.  I  have  asked  for  subscriptions, 
and  hope  by  next  week  to  be  able  to  give  a  further 
amount  of  subscriptions  promised.  I  intend 
during  the  next  week  to  make  a  call  on  some 
thirty  hotels  on  the  river,  and  leave  a  framed 
circular  at  each  one,  together  with  a  book  for 
collecting  subscriptions.  I  called  on  four 
this  week,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Staines, 
and  the  proprietors  have  promised  to  do  their 
best  to  collect  subscriptions,  and  have  also 
promised  me  to  support  the  society.  As  I  found 
the  river  in  full  flood  I  must  defer  my  visits 
until  the  floods  subside.  It  took  two  men  to  row 
me  up  from  the  Packhouse  Hotel,  Staines,  to  the 
Anglers’  Rest,  Egham,  and  it  was  as  much  as 
they  could  do,  so  strong  was  the  stream.  How¬ 
ever,  I  did  nob  go  for  nothing;  it  was  the  mean) 
of  getting  two  supporters  to  the  society.  1  hope 
all  those  who  take  any  interest  in  the  society 
will  send  me  their  names,  also  the  narnes  and 
addresses  of  any  of  their  friends  who  are  fisher¬ 
men. — Yours  truly,  Penton  Hook,  hon.  sec. 

Lower  Thames  Trout  Preservation  Society, 
Care  of  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
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THE  SPRING  SALMON  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

AS  THEY  ARE. 

(Continued  from  page  133.) 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


For  many  years  past  the  strength  of  the  run  of 
spring  fish  in  the  Spey  has  been  steadily  on  the 
decrease.  For  this  no  other  reason  than  the 
severity  of  the  Duke’s  netting  can  be  advanced 
with  any  degree  or  show  of  truth.  With  the 
diminishing  strength  of  the  run,  there,  of  course, 
have  been  fewer  fish  found  to  make  their  way  to 
the  upper  waters  for  the  purpose  of  reproduc¬ 
tion. 

The  Spey  cannot  be  called  particularly  early ; 
yet  if  used  in  a  manner  calculated  to  allow  the 
fish  of  the  different  migrations  to  get  in  good 
numbers  forward  to  the  sjiawning  grounds,  it,  no 
doubt,  like  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  would  soon 
become  earlier.  As  it  is  a  good  many  fish  every 
year  run  inland  before  the  commencemtnt  of  the 
netting  season,  but  from  the  water  of  the  river 


j  angling-water,  beset  with  innumerable  hazards  to 
1  test  the  skill  of  the  angler,  and  flowing  through 
!  river  scenery  unsurpassed  in  Scotland,  the  lovely 
I  Findhorn  is  practically  of  little  use  for  sport 
I  with  the  noble  Salmo'  salar  until  after  the  nets  go 
!  off  and  the  short  autumn  season  or  time  meant 
j  specially  for  the  rods  comes  round.  In  pro- 
i  ductiveness  the  river  has  gone  back  in  an  alarm- 
j  ing  manner,  and  little  wonder,  since  for  many  , 
i  long  years  it  has  been  murderously  used  by  the  ' 
i  netting  in  it  as  well  as  all  round  its  coast  line  on  j 
I  either  side  of  its  mouth,  which  has  caught  not  ' 
only  practically  the  whole  of  the  fish  to  come 
forward  during  the  weekly  netting  time,  but  has 
rendered  the  slap  or  weekly  close  time  about 
utterly  valueless  to  the  proprietors  of  all  the  rod¬ 
fishing  stretches  beyond  the  farthest  inland  river 
net.  What  I  have  said  I  find  is  more  than  amply 
corroborated  by  Mr.  Archibald  Young,  who  has 
stated  in  a  report  to  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  : 

“  The  lower  waters  between  Sluie  pool  and  the 
sea  are  severely  fished  by  net  and  coble,  and 
Burghead  Bay,  to  the  east  of  the  river’s  mouth,  i 
literally  bristles  with  a  combination  of  stake  and 
bag-nets  ranged  line  beyond  line  all  along  the 
curve  of  the  bay ;  while,  on  the  west  side,  the  fi.ved  i 


of  great  celebrity.  It  appears  by  a  letter  dated 
i  June  7,  1648,  from  the  Earl  of  Moray  to  his 
Countess,  that  ‘  in  one  night,  on  the  pool  of  Sluie 
alone,  1300  salmon  were  taken ;  and  at  one 
draught  six-and-twenty  scores.’  About  thirty- 
six  years  ago,  360  salmon  were  caught  in  the 
same  pool  in  one  day.  But  the  number  now  taken 
in  all  the  pools  connected  with  the  net  fishing 
there  does  not  now  average  about  700  yearly. 

“  If  the  wider  estuary,  in  favour  of  which  the 
Barons  of  Exchequer  expressed  their  opinions  on 
July  23,1778,  were  adopted  instead  of  the  present 
more  limited  one,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 
river  fishings  would  be  very  much  improved  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years.  There  would  be  a  more 
equal  distribution  of  salmon  among  the  pro¬ 
prietors  in  the  district,  and  the  general  take 
would  not  be  diminished. 

“  The  sea  coast  of  the  district  of  the  River 
Findhorn  is  twenty-one  miles  in  length,  and  on 
that  stretch  of  coast  there  are  43  fly  and  92  bag- 
nets,  or  altogether  137  fixed  nets.” 

The  Ness,  unlike  the  Spey  and  the  Findhorn, 
possesses  from  the  months  of  December  to  March 
inclusive,  a  temperature  many  degrees  higher 
than  is  common  in  the  rivers  of  Scotland  during 


MOY  ON  THE  FINDHORN 


being  so  cold  they  make  but  slow  progress  at  that 
silinost  none  have  pushed  beyond 
tuG  fartliGst  inland,  point  of  thG  JDuIcg's  ten  or 
twelve  miles  of  netting,  ere  the  netters,  from  the 
yearly  close  time  having  expired,  commence  to 
ply  the  nets,  "which  Gxcept  in  very  high  waters 
prevent  the  progress  farther  inland  of  nearly  the 
whole  lot.  This  is  exactly,  in  a  few  words,  the 
position  of  affairs  with  regard  to  the  Spey. 
Little  wonder  it  is  then  that  this  grand  river  is 
so  poor  for  spring  salmon  angling. 

1  next  spring  salmon  river  is 

the  1  indhorn.  Like  the  Spey,  it  runs  down 
extremely  cold  water  early  in  the  year,  and 
though  fish  enter  it  before  the  close  time  has 
them,  indeed,  push  inland  beyond 
all  the  netting  stations,  or  rather,  I  should  say, 
ever  get  beyond  them,  for  on  Feb.  11  netting 
at  several  places  commences,  and  at  some  or 
other  of  these  places  it  is  farther  inland  than 
almost  any  of  the  fish  have  got.  Then  con¬ 
tinuing  constantly  and  fiercely  throughout  the 
whole  season  it  intercepts  not  only  the  lion’s  share  I 
but  almost  the  whole  head  of  fish  of  spring  and  ' 
of  summer,  as  well  as  of  early  autumn.  Con- 
sequently,  in  its  great  range  of  naturally  splendid 


nets  are  almost  equally  numerous.”  As  might  be 
expected  under  these  circumstances,  the  lower  pro¬ 
prietors  have  the  lion’s  share  of  the  fishings.  In 
18/'0,  a  witness  stated  to  Mr.  Buckland  and  myself, 
that  one  salmon  for  every  two  miles  of  river  was 
about  the  average  take  during  the  netting  season ; 
yet,  at  the  same  time,  an  old  keeper  who  had 
fished  on  the  Findhorn  for  thirty  years,  said 
that  he  remembered  twenty  -  five  years  ago 
killinsr  ten  salmon  in  a  forenoon,  above  Dulsie 
Bridge,  whereas  now  he  could  not  kill  as  many 
in  a  year.  Since  then,  however,  the  angling  has 
somewhat  improved.  The  fishings  at  the  long 
pool  at  Slnie  were  once  amazingly  productive,  as 
the  following  paragraph,  taken  from  the  13th 
volume  of  the  new  “  Statistical  Account  of  Scot¬ 
land,  ’  will  show.  It  occurs  in  the  description  of 
the  parish  of  Edenkillie,  which  is  dated  February 
1842  :  “ There  is  a  considerable  salmon  fishing 
within  the  parish  at  Sluie,  the  property  of  the 
Earl  of  Moray.  Four  men  are  employed  there  to  I 
fish  with  a  boat  and  draught  nets  the  Sluie  pool  j 
and  two  other  pools  near  to  it,  with  two  or  three  | 
more  considerably  farther  down  the  river. 
Before  salmon  fishing  near  the  sea  was  so  well 
understood  as  it  is  now,  the  fishery  at  Sluie  was 


these  months.  It  may  seem  paradoxical  to  say 
that  although  it  has  a  splendid  run  of  early  (or 
as  actually  they  are,  wiuter)  fish,  it  yet  is  not  an 
early  salmon  river.  This  is  accounted  for  partly 
from  its  being  only  a  few  miles  in  length,  and 
partly  by  the  temperature  of  its  water. 

As  I  have  shown  already  to  demonstrate  a  fact 
which  must  be  known  by  careful  observers, 
salmon  make  but  slow  progress  in  very  cold 
water — in  fact,  their  swimming  pace  for  some 
n me  and  for  some  distance  after  they  leave  the 
sea,  is  entirely  regulated  by  temperature,  except 
in  so  far  as  the  physical  formation  of  the  streams 
have  an  influence.  In  the  case  of  the  Ness  this 
will  be  well  understood.  The  river  never  freezes, 
since  it  has  for  its  constant  volume  a  thermal 
supply — the  overflow  of  Loch  Ness,  whose  tem¬ 
perature  is  always  very  much  higher  in  spring  than 
that  of  any  river  in  Scotland.  The  run  of  fish 
into  the  Ness  is  very  early,  and,  except  during 
very  long  tracts  of  drought  and  frost,  the  volume 
of  water  is  more  than  ample  for  enabling  them 
to  push  forward  into  Loch  Ness.  The  early  or 
winter  fish  are  very  large  in  size,  averaging  most 
years  from  181b.  to  201b.  By  local  observers  it  is 
stated  that  under  favourable  conditions  they 
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often  take  less  than  a  day  to  swim  fi’om  the  tide¬ 
way  through  the  river  into  Loch  Ness.  After  a 
very  dry,  cold  January  and  early  half  of  February 
the  angling  on  the  more  inland  waters  is  not  nearly 
so  good  as  after  a  winter  sefison  which  has  been 
comparatively  open  all  through  with  good  round 
running  waters  prevailing.  There  are  shallow 
bars  or  fords  in  the  river,  which,  during  long 
spells  of  drought  and  frost,  keep  back  the  fish, 
which  in  great  numbers  accumulate  in  the  deeper 
water  below,  and  on  the  opening  of  the  netting 
season  fall  a  prey  to  the  netters.  But  this,  it 
must  be  said,  very  seldom  occurs.  The  run  of  fish 
is  so  early  that  in  a  season  which  is  normal  as 
regards  •weather  there  would  undoubtedly  be 
splendid  angling  got  on  Loch  Ness  by  trolling 
during  the  last  half  of  January.  Quite  often  it 
is  found  when  the  season  opens  that  great 
numbers  of  fish  have  penetrated  as  far  inland  as 
Loch  Oich,  and  some  gone  up  the  Garry,  still 
farther  inland,  in  which  probably  the  whole  stock 
of  the  early  fish  are  bred.  It  is  certainly  due  to 
this  early  run  of  fish  being  so  early  as  to  get 
through  the  Ness  in  great  numbers  before  the 
netting  commences  that  the  stock  is  so  well 
maintained  and  the  angling  on  Loch  Oich  and 
the  River  Garry  is  so  famous 
early  in  the  season.  Were  it 
otherwise,  and  the  fish  did  not 
commence  to  run  in  strength 
until  the  middle  of  February, 
when  the  netting  gets  a  com¬ 
mencement,  there  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  but  very  poor 
angling  even  in  the  best  of  th3 
season  on  all  the  waters  farther 
inland  than  the  River  Ness,  on 
which  the  netting  when  once 
commenced  would,  as  else¬ 
where,  prove  far  too  efficient 
to  admit  of  the  escape  of  many 
fish.  No  doubt  from  the  quick¬ 
ness  of  their  running  and  the 
short  distance  they  have  to  run, 
good  numbers  would  pass  up 
the  river  and  get  clear  away 
during  the  weekly  slap,  but  it 
is  well — very  well  indeed  for 
the  inland  proprietors  —  that 
the  run  is  so  early  as  it  is  :  it 
makes  famous  for  sport  waters 
which  otherwise  would  be  little 
prized,  because  of  little  value 
for  sport.  The  angling  on  Loch 
Ness  is  often  good ;  on  the 
short  River  Oich  above  it,  fair  ; 
on  Loch  Oich,  which  comes 
next,  magnificent ;  and  on  the 
Garry  above, sometimes  wonder¬ 
fully  good.  The  latter  is  much 
the  best  spring  salmon  river 
in  Inverness-shire,  and  Loch 
Oich  to  the  troller  gives  sport 
of  such  excellence  with  salmon 
as  elsewhere  in  Scotland  is 
unapproached  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year. 

Much  was  done  for  these 
celebrated  fisheries  by  the  late 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  angling  lessee,  who  for  years 
— grudging  no  expense — made  their  improve¬ 
ment  steadily  advance  by  purchasing  the  netting 
rights  and  removing  the  nets  at  Inchnacardoch* 
and  other  places  where  the  fish,  after  they 
had  gob  clear  through  the  Ness,  used  to  be 
intercepted.  But  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this 
gentleman’s  enterprise  has  not  been  continued 
by  his  successor  in  the  lease,  and  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  as  a  result  of  this,  the  angling  on  the  famous 
fisheries  which  Mr.  Wilson  nursed  so  sedulously, 
will  before  long,  show  marked  deterioration. 


The  first  part  of  the  new  serial  issue  of 
“  Cassell’s  Popular  Gardening”  is  published  this 
week.  The  work  is  editpd  by  Mr.  D.  T.  Fish,  and 
contains  contributions  by  Mr.  Edward  W.  Badger, 
F.R.H.S.,  Mr.  James  Britten,  F.L.S.,  Mr.  William 
Carmichael,  Tilr.  William  Coleman,  Mr.  Richard 
Dean,  Mr.  William  Earley,  Mr.  G.  S.  Jenman, 
P.L.S.,  Dr.  Maxwell  T.  Masters,  and  other  autho¬ 
rities.  A  special  feature  of  this  new  serial 
edition  is,  that  the  best  and  latest  varieties  of 
flowers  for  cultivation  will  be  described. 

*  I  have  just  learned  that  there  is  to  be  no  netting  at 
Inchnacardoch  this  year. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 


By  C.  W.  Gedney. 


The  results  of  the  appeal  case,  reported  in  your 
issue  of  Feb.  18,  were,  from  the  angler’s  point  of 
view,  eminently  satisfactory. 

An  important  change  has  been  made  in  the 
regulations  hitherto  in  force  at  Lake  Vyrnwy. 
Spinning,  with  natural  or  artificial  baits,  will  be 
permitted  during  the  season,  which  commences  | 
on  March  30.  This  step  was  decided  upon  after  , 
mature  consideration,  and  with  considerable 
regret  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  ;  but  it  was 
felt  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  reduce  the 
number  of  big  fish.  That  the  lake  contains  a 
large  number  of  these  great  cannibals  who  will 
not  rise  to  a  fly,  but  who  prey  upon  the  smaller 
trout,  is  true  beyond  all  question.  Those  anglers 
who  have  seen  the  big  fellows,  rising  in  mid-lake 
on  a  calm  evening,  can  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  they  must  play  sad  havoc  amongst  the 
smaller  fish.  Many  of  the  Loch  Levens,  with 
which  this  water  was  originally  stocked,  have 
attained  to  weights  varying  from  31b.  to  51b. 


j  apiece,  and  there  are,  in  addition,  still  larger  fi^li, 
which  occupied  the  lake  that  was  absorbed  when 
these  five  miles  of  pent  up  waters  were  accumu¬ 
lated.  By  carefully  reserving  all  the  best  fly 
waters  for  the  exclusive  use  of  fly  fishermen,  their 
sport  will  in  no  respect  be  interfered  with  by  the 
I  new  regulations.  As  nothing  but  fly  has  ever 
!  been  permitted,  grand  sport  will,  no  doubt,  be 
obtained  by  the  spinners,  and  we  may  look  for¬ 
ward  to  hearing  of  some  record  scores  being 
made  in  the  month  of  April  next.  Trolling  is  not 
a  form  of  angling  which  finds  much  favour  with 
experts  in  the  art  of  fly-fishing,  but  there  is  a 
large  and  ever-increasing  body  of  anglers  who 
think  more  of  results  than  they  do  of  the  methods 
of  capture.  To  these,  this  relaxation  of  the  rules 
on  Lake  Vyrnwy  will  offer  a  great  attraction,  and 
there  is  little  doubt  that  it  will  lead  to  a  consider¬ 
able  increase  of  angling  visitors. 

Unsparing  efforts  have  been  made  within  the 
past  year  to  improve  both  the  stock  of  fish  in  the 
lake,  and  to  add  to  their  food  supply.  The  rear¬ 
ing-ponds  have  furnished  nearly  600  takeable  fish, 
that  have  been  turned  into  the  lake  ;  the  bulk  of 
them  being  “  pounders.”  In  addition  to  these, 
1500  yearlings  have  been  added  to  the  stock,  and 


these  consist  of  Loch  Kinders,  Buttermeres,  and 
cross-bred  trout.  As  there  are  four  or  five 
feeders  running  into  Lake  Vyrnwy,  all  of  which 
afford  splendid  spawning-beds  for  the  fish  to 
breed  naturally,  and  as  the  lake  trout  resort  to 
these  small  rivers  in  imiuense  numbers,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  “  fishy  ”  reputa¬ 
tion  of  this  splendid  sheet  of  water  will  be  even 
greater  in  the  future  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
But  those  big  fellows  must  be  cleared  out, 
because  they  never  go  supperless  to  bed,  and  also, 
because  the  close  season  has  no  restraining 
influence  upon  their  appetites. 


^^FIllST  BLOOD.” 


By  Dod. 


“  Well,  Sandy,  what  do  you  say  next?  ” 

“  A  ‘  Jock  Scott,’  sir.  I  think  the  ‘  Whitewing  ’ 
you  have  just  tried  over  is  on  the  big  side,  and 
we’ll  try  something,  small.” 

“  What  do  you  think  of  this  size?  ” 

“Just  the  very  dunt.  Inch  and  h.alf  is  quite 
big  enough  in  this  bright 
fresh  weather,  which  resembles 
the  eleventh  of  April,  sir, 
more  than  the  eleventh  of 
February.” 

“Well,  fix  it  on,  Sandy,  a'ud 
we  will  give  the  ‘  Lucky  llole  ’ 
the  first  favour  of  it.” 

-*  *  *  * 
“Fish  the  lower  ])art  very 
steadily,  sir.  I  noticed  a  boil 
just  opposite  the  big  stone 
yonder.  A  yard  or  two  more 
line.  They  lie  pretty  well  out 
in  this  size  of  water.” 

“  Are  you  sure  it’s  not 
another  ‘  kelt,’  Sandy  ?  They 
seem  as  thick  as  peas  among 
soup  this  season.  If  it’s 
another  ‘  kelt,’  and  he  lays  hold, 
we’ll  change  places,  Sandy. 
You'll  do  the  running  and  I’ll 
do  the  netting.  You  are  too 
much  accustomed  to  the  ‘gaff,’ 
Sandy,  so  I  shall  give  you  an 
object  lesson  in  the  use  of  the 
net.  It  ■will  be  useful,  when 
you  are  forced  to  use  it,  and 
the  ‘gaff’  made  illegal  at  this 
season  of  the  year  on  the  De'’, 
as  should  bo  the  case  in  the 
matter  of  dealing  with  ‘  King 
Kelt.’  ” 

“  Some  folks  hold  to  the 
opinion  that  ‘  k‘-lts  ’  should 
be  killed  outright,  sir,  as  they 
are  a  perpetual  pest,  and 
ultimately  die,  at  any  rate.” 

“Well,  Sandy,  everthingalive 
ultimately  dies.  But  to  talk  of 
knocking  ‘  kelts  ’  on  the  head 
is  arrant  nonsense,  besides 
being  a  criminal  act  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law,  and  to  ‘  hack  ’  them  in  two 
almost,  with  such  a  murderous  instrument  as 
a  gaff  or  clip,  and  then,  perforce,  return  the 
gory,  wounded,  sickly  fish  to  the  water  should 
he  made  criminal ;  and  should  the  salmon  laws 
be  amended,  by  the  addition  of  another 
Salmon  Fishery  Act,  this  will  be  one  of  the 
minor  clauses  which  ■v\ull  meet  with  no  real 
opposition.” 

#  *  *  #  * 

“  He’s  a,  fish,  sir.  Don’t  be  too  hard  with  him. 
He  came  beautifully  at  you.  No  doubt  he  took  a 
mouthful  of  “  Jock,”  but  for  all  that  be  ‘  canny’ 
with  him.” 

“  Here,  Sandy,  take  the  rod,  I  am  sure  ho’.-^  a 
kelt.  Hold  a  bit !  By  jove  !  he’s  off  like  greased 
lightning.  Yes,  he  is  a  fish,  and  no  mistake. 
Look  out  your  ‘gaff,’  Sandy.  We'll  leave  tliat 
object  lesson  on  the  handling  of  the  net  with 
pleasure.  Well  done,  Sandy,  you  are  the  prince 
of  ‘  gaffers.’  ” 

“  Here’s  to  the  ‘  first  blood.’  Your  good 
health,  and  tight  lines  soon  for  another  nine- 
pounder.” 

“  Thanks,  Sandy,  our  opening  day  at  least  has 
not  been  a  blank.” 
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A  CAPITAL  LINE  DRYING 
MACHINE. 

Improved  dy  Major  J.  P.  Trauerse. 


Major  John  P.  Traherne,  to  whom  salmon  and 
other  anglers  are  so  much  indebted  for 
valuable  hints  and  suggestions,  many  of  p. 
which  have  been  published  in  the  Fishing  f 
Gazette,  very  kindly  sends  us  an  improved 
Line  Drying  Machine,  made  for  him  by 
Messrs.  Chas.  Parlow  and  Co,,  191,  Strand, 
London.  We  say  “  improved  ”  because 
^lajor  Traherne  informs  us  that  he  first  saw 
an  affair  of  the  kind  in  use  at  some  fishing 
hotel  he  was  staying  at ;  he  found  it  answered 
so  admirably  and  was  so  simple  that  he  had 
one  made  so  that  it  could  be  taken  to  pieces  W 
and  packed  up  in  a  box.  From  the  illustra- 
tion  we  give  it  will  be  seen  that  the  machine 
will  dry  three  lines  at  once.  All  you  have 
to  do  is  to  fix  your  reels  in  the  reel  plate 
holder,  as  shown  in  the  illustration,  then  fasten 
the  line  to  one  of  the  large  reels,  and  put 
the  peg  through  it  into  the  axle-tree,  wind  off 
as  much  line  as  requires  to  be  'dried ;  then 
put  another  reel  on  to  wind  on  to  one  of  the 
large  reels,  and  peg  it  as  before.  To  wind  the 
line  off  the  salmon  reel  on  to  the  large  drying 
reel  you  turn  the  handle,  and  the  reel  which  is 
pegged  revolves  and  takes  on  the  line.  The 


centre  of  bait  will  bear  the  strain  of  the  heaviest 
fish.” 

The  bait  is  made  of  coiled  wire  (like  those 
excellent  ventilated  American  spring  garters  so 
much  appreciated  by  the  ladies),  it  is  flexible, 
very  neat  and  attractive  in  appearance,  strong 


THE  ^^SERPENTANIC”  BAIT 

(PATENTED). 


Back  View,  to  show  how  the  Bait  will  bend. 


Line  Drying  Machine 
(Improved  by  Major  J.  P.  Traherne). 

other  reels  do  not  revolve  (until  pegged),  so  that 
it  is  perfectly  easy  to  wind  on  or  wind  off  a  line 
from  any  of  the  three  reels  without  interfering 
with  the  others ;  by  putting  in  three  pegs  you 
can  wind  off  three  lines  at  once  from  three  reels. 

It  is  a  very  simple,  practical,  strong  affair, 
just  the  thing  for  such  a  place  as  Major  Traherne 
first  saw  it  used  at,  viz.,  an  angler’s  hotel,  or  any 
fishing  quarters.  , 


Side  View,  straight,  as  it  is  wiie.n  in  use. 

and  well  made,  and  of  either  silver  or  gold 
colour. 

In  the  case  of  a  trout,  pike,  salmon,  or  other 
fish  taking  held  of  this  bait,  the  teeth  would  hang 
in  the  wire  coils  and  the  bait  would  be  a  very 
difficult  one  to  get  rid  of. 

Any  angler  who  uses  an  artificial  spinning  bait 
will,  we  feel  sure,  take  to  this  directly  he  sees  it. 


NEW  COLLAPSIBLE  FISH  '^PARCEL 
POST  BOXES. 

Registered  No.  195,506, 


Many  an  angler  must  often  have  wished  after  a 
good  day’s  fishing  that  he  had  some  strong,  venti¬ 
lated,  respectable-looking  boxes  in  which  to  send 
away  his  fish  to  friends.  Reed  baskets  are  all  very 
well  for  big  fish,  but  for,  say,  a  brace  and  a-half  of 
trout  between  three-quarters  of  a  pound  and  two 
pounds  they  are  not  good.  The  railway  porters 
have  a  way  of  banging  them  about  so  that  the 
fish  are  often  bruised  and  battered  out  of  shape. 

Messrs.  Charles  Parlow  and  Co.,  191,  Strand, 
London,  showed  us  recently  some  collapsible 


We  have  received  from  Messrs.  W.  Bartleet 
and  Sons,  of  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch,  a  new  bait, 
for  which  we  predict  a  great  run.  The  advan¬ 
tages  claimed  for  it  by  the  inventors  and  pro¬ 
prietors  are  set  forth  as  follows  :  “  This  bait  has 
been  designed  to  meet  a  generally  expressed  want 
by  all  classes  of  anglers  for  a  perfectly  flexible 
metal  bait. 

“  The  ‘  Serpentanic  ’  bait  has  the  perfect  out¬ 
line  of  the  ‘  Phantom.’  Its  body  being  con¬ 
structed  of  special  spring  wire,  of  rust-proof 
composition,  closely  coiled,  will  bend  in  any  and 
every  direction,  and  yet  retain  its  original  shape 
—thus  giving  it  a  most  alluring  appearance. 
And  although  made  in  metal,  very  durable,  it 
will,  from  its  special  construction,  readily  give 
to  the  strike  of  a  fish. 

“The  ‘  Serpentanic  ’  bait  is  made  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  (six)  sizes,  viz.:  din.,  tllin.,  3in.,  :!|in.,  -tin., 
and  4Jin. 

“The  tail,  which  is  soft,  is  made  of  protected 
rubber. 

“  The  bait  is  mounted  with  rust-proof  trebles. 

“The  gut  or  gimp  b'ing  carried  through  the 
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Collapsible  Fish  Box  as  it  is  when  Fi&wrsnrrTi 
BY  THE  Strings. 

boxes  for  sending  fish  about  the  country  in,  by- 
post  or  rail,  which  struck  us  as  being-  simpfy- 
admirable.  They  are  attractive  in  appeswance;. 
ventilated,  very  strong,  collapsible,  and  each  i& 
provided  with  strings  to  hold  it  together  in  box. 
shape  when  wanted  for  use.  These  boxes-  are 
made  in  three  sizes,  and  are  very  moderate  in 
price,  in  fact  we  liked  them  so  much  that  wo 
ordered  a  dozen  of  the  medium  size  for  use  in  the 
coming  May-ily  season. 

The  illustrations  show  the  box  “  collapsed,”  as 
it  is  when  a  lot  are  packed  together,  and  also  as 
it  is  when  in  use.  It  is  an  excellent  invention. 
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Much  incredulity  has  been  expressed  relative 
to  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws  having  been 
passed  by  the  conservators  in  the  form,  the  out¬ 
lines  of  which  were  indicated  last  week  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  At  this  I  am  not  surprised,  for 
if  the  little  conferences  between  the  conservators 
and  the  delegates  from  the  two  large 
associations  of  London  anglers  were  rightl}’’ 
reported,  the  conservators  had  not  kept 
faith  with  those  delegates.  No  doubt  they 
were  courteous,  kind,  and  considerate,  as 
stated  in  the  reports  ;  but  we  have  to  judge 
men  by  their  deeds  and  not  by  their  words. 
Were  the  statements  in  these  pages  last 
week  correct  ?  I  wish  I  wei  e  in  a  position  to 
say  it  was  all  a  mistake.  Unfortunatel}^  it 
is  the  melancholy  truth  that  the  bye-laws, 
in  the  form  indicated,  were  prepared  by  the  special 
committee  of  the  conservators  and  passed  by  the 
whole  board,  and  will,  I  have  reason  to  suppose, 
be  found,  published  in  full,  in  the  Times  of  to-day. 

What  are  we  anglers  who  have  the  welfare  of 
the  Thames  fisheries  at  heart  to  do  ?  The  answer 
is  a  simple  one.  We  must  sink  all  personal  feel¬ 
ing,  trouble  no  longer  concerning  minor  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinion  on  the  exact  length  of  roach  or 
pike,  and  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  a  gallant 
and  determined  attempt  to  defeat  the  proposals 
Yvhich  are  now  made  to  give  a  particular  class  of 
persons  the  power  to  ruin  (the  word  is  not  too 
strong)  the  upper  Thames  fisheries.  Why  should 
there  be  separate  legislation  at  all  for  the  owners 
of  private  fisheries  P  Is  it  not  enough  that  the 
persons  who  own  fisheries  in  the  Thames  have 
the  power  to  exclude  the  public  from  waters  in 
which  they  have  angled,  without  interference, 
for  so  many  years,  and  on  which  thousands  of 
pounds  of  public  money  have  been  spent  in  the 
cause  of  fishery  preservation  ?  Why,  I  should 
like  to  know,  should  any  of  these  persons  be 
given  power  to  net,  night-line,  snatch  and  harrass 
in  almost  all  possible  ways  the  fish  in  the  fishery 
they  claim,  to-  the  detriment  of  the  adjoining 
waters,  whether  public  or  private  ?  This  netting 
idea  is  new  to  the  upper  Thames.  So  far  as  it 
might  be  carried  cn  in  the  river  just  above 
Staines,  it  would  injure  the  waters  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
It  is  an  invention  of  the  conservators.  I  cannot 
believe  that  if  the  true  facts  of  the  case  are  laid 
before  Her  Majesty  in  Council  that  the  bye-laws 
will  be  approved.  _ 

The  crisis  is  a  serious  one,  and  let  all  anglers 
remember  that  we  stand  to  lose  unless  we  are  all 
absolutely  unanimous  on  this  subject,  and  as 
regards  the  netting  and  night-lining,  it  will  be 
an  extraordinary  thing  if  we  are  not  unanimous. 
My  adviee,  and  I  speak  with  some  experience  of 
both  fishery  law  and  fishery  preservation,  is  to 
care  no  longer  about  minor  matters  of  detail,  but 
one  and  all  join  with  one  voice  in  opposing  this 
abominable  innovation  which  the  conservators 
are  attempting  to  force  upon  us,  to  the  detriment 
of  all  Thames  fisheries,  whether  public  or  private. 
If  I  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  not  a  few  owners 
or  claimants  of  private  fisheries  will  join  with  us. 
There  is  to  be  a  public  meeting.  I  earnestly 
hope  that  every  man  who  cares  the  least  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Thames  will  attend  and  sign  the 
petition  which  will,  doubtless,  be  prepared  for 
presentation  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council. 

I  WANT,  this  week,  to  say  a  word  about  Mr. 
Willis  Bund,  the  barrister  who  was  instructed  by 
the  solicitor  of  the  conservators  to  draft  these 
bye-laws.  There  is  no  keener  preserver  of  fish 
in  the  kingdom  than  Mr.  Bund,  no  one  more 
enthusiastic  on  the  subject.  I  have  not  the  least 
hesitation  in  saying  that  if  he  had  been  given  a  free 
hand  in  the  matter  that  there  would  have  been 
little  in  the  bye-laws  to  which  we  could  have 
taken  exception.  But  a  professional  man  has  to 
act  according  to  his  instructions;  he  is  paid  for 
doing  certain  work  and  he  has  to  do  it  as  he  is 
toid  to  do  it.  Let  that  bo  remembered  when 
attempts  are  made  to  shift  the  odium  of  this 
affai-r  from  the  shoulders  of  the  conservators 
on  to  him.  Naturally  a  man  unacquainted  with  the 
upper  Thames  might  make  a  few  technical  errors. 
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■which,  by  the  way,  ought  to  have  been  noted  and 
corrected  by  the  conservators,  but  as  regards 
great  matters  of  principle  and  policy,  the  man 
from  the  Severn  can  give  as  good  an  opinion  as 
the  man  from  the  Thames,  and  I  have  no  hesi¬ 
tation  in  saying  that  Mr.  Bund,  if  left  to  his  own 
devices,  would  not  have  allowed  netting  in  the 
upper  river.  I  will  acknowledge  myself  wrong 
in  this  matter  when  proved  wrong,  but  I  have 
no  fears  on  the  subject. 


At  the  Cornwall  Fishery  Exhibition  next 
summer,  there  is  to  be  a  Japanese  Section.  It 
will,  surely,  be  most  interesting.  Japanese  flies 
which  I  have  seen  are  most  artistic  productions, 
and  everything  the  Japanese  make  has  a  quaint 
charm  of  its  own,  a  kind  of  combination  of  the 
artistic  and  practical.  The  finest  drawings  of 
fish  I  ever  saw  were  made  by  a  Japanese  artist. 
Not  a  few  of  the  larger  Japanese  bamboo  fishing 
rods  are  worked  up  into  bank  anglers’  roach 
poles.  _ 

In  the  eighth  annual  report  of  the  National 
Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Footpaths,  a 
subject  in  which  most  anglers  are  greatly  con¬ 
cerned,  there  is  a  facsimile  drawing  of  a  new 
abomination  called  fish-hook  fencing.  I  suppose 
there  are  people  in  existence,  but  not  many,  who 
would  call  it  an  improvement  on  barbed  wire. 
It  was  placed  on  some  common  ground  where  a 
private  person  claimed  to  exclude  the  villagers 
from  enjoying  rights  which  had  been  theirs  for 
many  years.  A  court  of  law  decided  in  favour 
of  the  villagers,  and  a  piece  of  the  fencing  was 
produced  in  court,  where  it  created  a  sensation, 
and  called  down  a  severe  censure  from  the  judge. 
That  such  things  can  be  done  in  any  part  of 
England  at  the  end  of  this  century,  is  good 
reason,  if  one  were  needed,  for  supporting  the 
excellent  society  I  have  mentioned.  Its  offices 
are  at  42,  Essex-street,  Strand.  Templar. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

E.  M.  Banbury. — Kindly  send  your  English 
address,  and  say  the  most  you  care  to  pay  per 
week. 

J.  Fenton,  Leeds. — There  are  pike  in  several  of 
the  Scotch  lochs.  There  is  no  close  season  and 
the  proprietors  are,  as  a  rule,  only  too  glad  to 
get  rid  of  such  exterminators  of  salmon  and 
trout. 


[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  (ind  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt.  1  ■ 

ANGLING  AT  THIRSK. 

Sir, — In  the  “  Angler’s  Diary  ”  for  1892,  Thirsk 
is  described  as  follows  : — 

“  Thirsk  (York),  G.N.R.,  M.R.,  on  Wiske  and 
Cowsby  Beck  ;  good  trouting,”  &c.,  &c. 

This  information,  I  think,  is  utterly  incorrect, 
Thirsk  being  situate  on  the  Ccdbeck  and  not  near 
the  Wiske  at  all ;  also,  the  only  railway  near  it  is 
the  North-Eastern. 

Would  any  of  your  readers,  whose  knowledge  of 
the  place  is  more  correct  than  that  of  the  Editor 
of  the  “Angler’s  Diarjq’’  kindly  give  me  some 
information  about  the  fishing  to  be  had  there? — 
Are  there  any  fishing  clubs  ? — If  so,  do  they  grant 
permission  to  strangers,  and  upon  what  terms? — 
Or  could  they  favour  me  with  any  address  to 
write  to  ?  By  doing  so  they  would  confer  a 
favour  upon — \Yurs  truly,  Keeldar. 


FISHING  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Dear  Sir, — If  not  troubling  you  too  much,  will 
you  kindly  give  me  what  information  possible  in 
your  next  issue  as  to  rods  and  tackle,  &c.,  for 
fishing  in  British  Columbia,  Canada  ?  I  am  going 
out  for  a  few  years’  fishing,  and  though  do  not 
wish  to  take  anything  superfluous,  wish  to  take 
all  that  is  necessary.  I  am  taking  a  salmon  and 
two  trout  rods  ;  should  I  take  others  ?  I  am  more 
perplexed  as  to  sorts  of  tackle,  flies,  and  quantities 
of  each;  if  you  can  tell  me  this  shall  be  greatly^ 


obliged,  and  the  most  desirable  places  for  fishing 
between  Port  Arthur  and  Vancouver  on  my  way 
to  Victoria.  Any  other  information  -will  be  much 
esteemed. — Yours  faithfully,  T.  C.  H. 

[We  advise  T.  C.  H.  to  take  plenty  of  lake 
trout  and  sea  trout  flies,  also  Phantoms,  in  various 
sizes,  and  spoons,  as  the  trout  are  plentiful  and 
run  a  good  size,  in  fact  a  grilse  rod  would  be 
most  generally  useful  for  trout.  The  salmon 
will  not  take  a  fly,  but  take  a  spinning  bait  freely. 
For  the  small  streams  an  ordinary  small  trout 
rod  with  usual  standard  trout  fl  ies,  with  plenty 
of  Red  Palmers,  Black  Palmers  with  silver  twist, 
and  good  sized  Coachman. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  GERMANY. 

SIr, — There  is  but  little  trout  fishing  to  be  had 
in  the  Rhine  tributaries  about  Cologne  ;  lower 
down  “  Vortex  ’’  may  find  some,  but  fearfully  dear, 
as  it  is  mostly  rented  by  the  landlords  of  the  various 
inns,  and  as  “  Forellen,  drei  marks  per  portion,’’  is 
the  principal  item  of  their  menus,  and  as  they 
have  a  good  demand  for  them,  they  expect  one 
to  pay  in  the  same  ratio  for  catching  them. 
“Vortex  ’’  can,  however,  find  plenty  of  chub  about 
the  Rhine,  and,  as  they  take  a  fly  well,  he  might 
keep  his  hand  in  at  them.  The  German  for  chub 
is  “  Knilps.’’  On  sunny  days  with  any  big  fly  (I 
used  Scotch  Peel  Flies),  he  should,  if  he  'keep  well 
out  of  sight,  get  lots  of  thumpers  in  the  back¬ 
waters  and  quiet  places.  The  rush  of  a  Rhine 
chub  is  much  more  exciting  than  any  Thames 
one,  for  they  fight  well  and  long.  I  would  advise 
“  Vortex  ’’  to  be  careful  about  getting  permission, 
as  the  police  regulations  in  (Jermany  are  some¬ 
what  strict.  I  was  once  fined  ten  marks  for  not 
having  my  “  fischekarte  ’’  with  me,  although  the 
gendarme  who  “pulled  me  up  ’’  knew  perfectly  well 
that  I  had  one,  and  had  often  seen  it.  If  “Vortex” 
would  take  a  day’s  journey,  via  Jena,  to  Blanken- 
burg,  and  from  thence  to  Schwartzburg-Rudol- 
stadt,  he  will,  by  staying  at  the  Hotel  zum 
Weissen  Hirsch,  get  splendid  trout  fishing  in  the 
Schwartza  free.  Pension  at  the  hotel  3.j  marks 
per  day,  including  board  and  lodging,  breakfast, 
table  d’hote,  and  supper — wine,  &c.,  extra.  The 
trout  run  up  to  31b.  and  41b.,  though  a  2-pounder 
isabigone;  there  are  a  few  grayling  also.  While 
staying  there  for  six  weeks,  and  fishing  almost 
every  day,  I  only  saw  another  fisherman  once,  so 
the  angler  practically  has  the  fishing  to  himself. 
All  Devonshire  flies  do  well  here,  but  must  be 
small. — Yours  truly,  _  Rook. 

CLOSE  SEASON  FOR  PERCH  IN  THE 
THAMES. 

Sir, — When  fishing  at  Shepperton  on  Saturday, 
Feb.  18,  Mr.  F.  Wilkinson  and  myself  took  a  few 
roach  and  a  brace  of  perch. 

One  of  the  perch,  a  |lb.  fish,  was  full  of  spawn  ; 
this  plainly  shows  that  in  a  mild  season  (like  the 
present  early  part  of  February),  March  15  is  at 
least  six  weeks  too  late  a  date  as  regards  perch 
fishing. 

We  returned  both  perch  to  the  river  immedi¬ 
ately. — Faithfully  yours, 

Weybridge.  Charles  H.  Wueeley. 


GOOD  SPORT  IN  THE  ARROW. 

Dear  Sir, —  Some  splendid  sport  was  had  in  the 
Arrow  on  Saturday  afternoon.  Nine  pike,  weigh¬ 
ing  691b.,  were  caught  with  live  bait  in  a  little 
over  two  hours,  and  more  would  have  probably 
been  caught  had  not  the  stock  of  bait  been  ex¬ 
hausted.  The  following  is  the  catch  :  Mr.  Stanley, 
five  fish,  91b ,  7|lb.,  71b.,  41b.,  31b. ;  Mr.  Holloway 
(Talbot  Hotel),  two  fish,  7|lb.  and  71b.;  Mr.  James, 
two  fish,  71b.  and  6|lb.  This  makes  a  total  of 
eighteen  fish  in  three  afternoons,  total  weight 
being  112pb. — AYurs  faithfully,  J.  H.  S. 

EWER-KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  contributions  from  the  following  donors, 
with  my  best  thanks :  Anglers'  Association, 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  Anglers’  Pride,  Second 
Surrey  and  Sundial ;  Messrs.  J.  C.  Chubb, 
E.  Clarke  and  Sons,  J.  Keeble,  J.  Richardson, 
Canard,  T.  Rolls,  and  M.  H.  Blarney. 

As  this  will  be  my  last  appeal,  the  dinner 
taking  place  on  March  10,  and  being  short  of 
funds,  1  sincerely  hope  from  the  general  public 
it  will  meet  with  a  more  favourable  response. 

W.  H.  Brougham. 

11,  Pownall-gardens,  March  1,  1893. 


BE  THE  THAMES  FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 

Clause  No.  19. 

Sir, — The  eel  fishing  in  the  Thames,  either  by 
riparian  owners  or  others,  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  skilfully  practical  and  responsible  men  ;  for 
there  is  not  a  single  fresh-water  fish  that  at  times 
is  not  taken,  as  well  as  cray-fish,  and,  being 
taken  under  such  circumstances,  should  be 
returned.  The  setting  of  eel  baskets,  if  properly 
understood,  is  at  least  to  say  profitable,  and  I 
consider  that  a  practical  person  with  three  dozen 
baskets,  valued  at  3s.  fid.  each  (as  many  as  can 
be  well  managed),  should  obtain  from  £’15  to  £20 
a  season,  besides  paying  for  his  outlay  in  baskets, 
for  eels  are  a  valuable  and  marketable  product. 
I  myself  have  taken  forty-seven  eels  during  one 
night  in  spring  time,  as  it  is  at  that  period  of 
the  year  that  the  up-stream  eels  are  caught,  for 
the  run  lasts  from  early  March  to  September. 
During  the  late  or  winter  months  we  have  wdiat 
is  called  a  down-stream  run.  Then  in  flood-time 
they  are  caught  in  weirs  with  buck  baskets  or 
buck  nets,  or  cel  traps,  fixed.  Under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  I  have  known  5cwt.  to  fiewt.  of  a 
night  caught  of  such  sizes  of  from  Ijlb.  to  3^13. 

Eel  fishing  requires  great  experience.  'I’l'e 
knowledge  of  how  and  when  to  set  being  a  matter 
of  great  consideration  to  gain  success,  and  only 
obtained  after  years  of  trouble,  unless  proper 
information  is  given  to  beginners. 

Should  not  the  eel  fishing  be  let  to  responsible 
men,  or  should  it  be  a  perquisite  to  the  river- 
keepers,  or  form  part  of  their  salary? 

If  this  is  of  any  consequence  to  those  iv'ho  are 
interested,  you,  Mr.  Editor,  are  quite  welcome  to 
this  small  information. — Yours  faithfully, 

T.  W.  Murray, 

Thorney  Weir  House  Club,  West  Drayton. 


STEEL  TRACES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — A  very  successful  pike  fisher,  viz  , 
the  Rev.  Eugene  Perrin,  writes  us  from  Christ 
Church  Cottage,  Mirfield,  Normanton,  pointing 
our  attention  to  a  remark  in  a  letter  by  a 
correspondent  of  yours  who  signs  himself 
“  A.  D.  C.,”  in  your  last,  as  to  the  use  of 
wire  traces  in  casting  from  the  reel.  We 
were,  we  believe,  the  first  to  introduce  these 
wire  traces,  and  we  can  supply  them  either 
stiff  or  limp,  as  preferred.  As  to  the  point 
“  A.  D.  C.”  inquires  upon,  we  (juote  from  our  cor¬ 
respondent,  the  gentleman  referred  to  in  our 
opening  sentence: — “I  have  just  opened  my 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  see  from  a  letter  signed 
‘  A.  D.  C.’  that  his  opinion  is  your  steel  traces 
are  no  use  for  casting  from  a  fast  reel.  I  think 
this  is  unfair,  and  that  he  has  not  thoroughly 
tried  them.  You  know  that  I  always  use  your 
annealed  steel  traces,  and  I  always  cast  from  a 
Nottingham  reel,  and  often  make  very  long  casts, 
too,  and  I  have  never  had  a  trace  that  has  not 
cast  beautifully.  I  have  had  one  snap,  and  only 
one,  and  that  was  at  the  end  of  the  season  after 
nearly  six  months’  use,  and  it  had  got  rotten. 
.  .  .  Tell  ‘  A.  D.  C.’  to  straighten  out  the 

trace  with  his  fingers  before  commencing  fishing, 
and  then  it  will  hold  even  a  tarpon  ! — if  like  those 
supplied  to  me.” 

All  your  readers  who  have  perused  our  adver¬ 
tisement  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  have  noted 
the  remarkable  success  the  Rev.  Mr.  Perrin  has 
had  as  a  pike  spinner,  and  we  feel  sure  “  A.  D.  C.” 
and  every  other  mid-water  or  minnow  fisher  for 
pike  or  salmon  will  be  interested  in  the  result  of 
his  experience. — Y'ours,  &c., 

1).  AND  \V.  H.  Foster. 

Ashbourne,  Feb.  28. 


Carlisle  Angling  Association. — Since  the 
annual  meeting  of  this  association,  when  it  was 
announced  that  the  trout  fishing  at  Wetheral  had 
been  taken  by  a  private  gentleman,  and  had  gone 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  association,  whose  mem¬ 
bers  had  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  it  for 
many  years,  an  arrangement  has  been  come  to 
with  the  lessee,  and  this  excellent  trout  fi.shing 
will  be  open  to  the  general  angler  as  heretofore. 
The  terms  to  strangers  for  tickets  for  trout  fish¬ 
ing  in  all  the  Carlisle  Association's  waters  are  one 
guinea  for  the  season,  or  23.  fid.  per  week.  The 
latter  item  is  reduced  from  bs.,  the  amount 
charged  last  year.  In  addition  there  is  the  trout- 
rod  licence  of  2s.  fid.  for  the  season,  or  Is.  a 
week. — Gret.a. 
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NOTES  FOR  ^8  ANGLERS. 

The  Lea  at  Rye  House  will  be  the  scene  of  an 
interesting  and,  let  me  hope,  a  successful  competition 
on  the  19(h  inst.,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  and  the  Convalescent  Home.  The 
entrance  fee  is  Is.,  and  I  understand  that  the  tickets 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  club  secretaries,  and  are 
being  applied  for  in  good  numbers.  The  prize-list  will 
be  a  valuable  one,  and  a  fine  day  and  a  river  in  good 
order  are  all  that  are  required  to  make  the  event  a  big 
success. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Thames  River-Keepers  will 
be  held  on  Friday  evening,  the  10th  inst.,  at  the  Castle 
Hotel,  Hampton  Court,  at  C  p.m.  Mr.  A.  Nuthall,  J.P., 
presides,  and  a  merry  party  promises  to  assemble.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Brougham  has  honoured  me  with  an  invitation 
to  be  present  at  the  festivity — an  invitation  which,  I 
need  hardly  add,  1  have  great  pleasure  in  accepting. 


Mr.  Fredk.  G.  Aeealo,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
new  Sea  Fishing  club,  writes  under  date  Feb.  2.5  :  “  I 
did  not  see  the  paragraph  in  an  ‘  evening  contemporary’ 
referred  to  by  yon  in  to  day’s  Club  Notes  (Fishing 
(la:eHc),  but  I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  pointing  out 
that  the  term  ‘  dace  ’  as  applied  to  a  recent  catch  at 
Heal,  was  probably  no  misprint  for  dahs,  as  you  suggest. 
The  tiiiss  is,  from  some  real  or  fancied  resemblance, 
known  between  Margate  and  Hover  as  salmon-dace 
(frequently  abbreviated  to  dace) — dabs  would  not  be 
taken  at  Heal  just  now  in  great  numbers.” 


Mr.  Phii.ii>  Geen,  the  President  of  the  London 
Anglei's'  Association,  has  recently  had  some  good  fishing 
in  Scotland.  He  has  “weighed-in”  salmon  of  IGlb., 
171b.,  201b.,  211b.,  and  301b. 


In  the  Windsor  district  on  Tuesday,  the  Thames 
only  rose  12  inches.  The  spirits  of  local  and  visiting 
anglers  correspondingly  lowered. 


I  SEE  the  Great  Yarmouth  Working  Men’s  Angling 
Club  had  a  very  pleasant  “  smoker  ”  the  other  evening. 
I  keep  my  eye  on  the  local  papers  pretty  closely,  but  I 
cannot  find  that  either  the  members  of  the  above  club 
or  their  “brothers”  at  the  Duke’s  Head  (G.Y.P.S.) 
have  been  out  much.  If  I  could  get  down  to  Bloater- 
ville  for  a  week  or  so,  do  you  think  I  could  leave  the 
Yare  and  Bure  roach  alone?  No,  no!  I  would  have  a 
good  try  to  put  a  little  salt  on  the  tails  of  some  of  the 
grey-haired  and  top-hatted  gentry  up  Buckenham,  Reed- 
liam,  Cantley,  and  Acle  way.  How  I  should  love  to 
prowl  round  the  big  dykes,  too,  which,  in  the  winter 
time,  must  teem  with  the  tonkers  and  growsers  !  Array 
yourselves,  then,  in  your  top-boots,  your  home-knitted 
guernseys,  and  fill  up  the  bottle  and  be  away.  We  shall 
think  of  you  as  we  sit  at  the  fireside  swim  and  recall 
our  exploits  in  the  deeps  at  Cantley  and  Acle,  and  our 
“  experiences  ”  of  Potter  Heigham  Sounds.  And  then, 
looking  up  at  the  big  roach  caught  hard  by  the  Red 
House,  something  will  seem  to  say  to  us,  in  the  words 
of  the  song,  “  Oh  !  what  would  I  give  to  be  there.”  I 
should  like  to  hoar  of  the  trays  at  the  Yarmouth  angling 
clubs  being  piled  up  with  the  fish,  which,  with  us,  are 
so  near  and  yet  so  far.  'The  roach  ought  to  “come  at 
it,”  like  young  alligators.  Give  them  plenty  of  ground- 
bait  and  worms  and  gentles,  and  if  those  luxuries  won’t 
attract,  try  them  with  soaked  crust  of  bread.  It  will 
take  them  and  the  cake  as  well.  At  least,  I  think  so, 
water  and  weather  permitting. 


On  Monday  evening  next,  Mr.  J.  Francis  Bnrsill, 
M.J.I.,  will  give  “An  Angling  Gossip,”  with  lime-light 
views,  at  the  Walworth  Waltonians’  Club,  the  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Westmoreland-road.  I  hope  the  members  of 
the  S.L.U.V.L.  will  attend  in  force,  and  also  the  fisher¬ 
men  from  north,  east,  and  west  London,  as  the  London, 
Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  is  very  handy.  To  all, 
the  Waltonians  will  extend  a  hearty  welcome,  and  Mr. 
Bursill  will  give  them  a  treat  in  iiapers  piscatorial. 
Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  hon.  sec.  of  the  “long  name 
society,”  will  preside,  and  Mr.  Charles  HibWe  will 
occupy  the  vice-chair.  Attend  in  your  thousands  ! 


White  is  to  be  the  colour  of  the  privilege  tickets  of 
the  Anglers’  Association  next  season.  One  of  the 
tickets  was  on  view  at  the  association  meeting  last 
week,  and  the  chairman  said  the  new  colour  would  be 
“emblematical  of  the  purity  of  their  motives.” 


A  ROACH  weighing  21b.  was  recently  caught  in  the 
Thames  at  Reading  by  a  local  angler. 


A  Kii.LiNH  bait  for  roach  in  the  Suffolk  Stour  is 
saffron-coloured  paste.  _ 


A  EiNE  salmon-trout  weighing  GJlb.  was  captured  by 
an  angler  last  week  pike  fishing  in  the  Stour  at  Haver¬ 
hill,  Suffolk.  Being  out  of  season  it  was  at  once  turned 
in  again.  _ 


Mr.  H.  Dunn,  of  the  City  Piscatorials,  has  been 
interviewed  by  the  reporter  of  the  new  evening  paper 
with  reference  to  the  sport  of  angling  in  the  sea.  He 
said  : — “  My  idea  is  to  fish  from  the  river-side,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  beautiful  scenery  and  the  glories  of  Nature, 
and  to  hear  the  birds  sing.  I  go  in  for  the  enjoyment  of 
angling  pure  and  simple,  which  sea-fishing  would  really 
destroy.”  I  agree  with  the  first  sentence,  Mr.  Dunn, 
but  1  totally  disagree  with  the  second  one.  Sea-fishing 


does  not — at  least  so  I  think — destroy  the  enjoyment  of 
angling.  Perhaps  Mr.  Dunn  is  a  victim  to  mal  de  mer, 
then,  of  course,  sea-fishing  is  far  from  pleasant.  But 
when  I  have  been  out  with  my  club  on  the  sea  we  have 
only  had  one  or  two  cases  of  sea-sickness  in  the  course 
of  a  number  of  outings.  Upon  landing,  the  members 
have  said  they  have  never  spent  such  a  grand  day.  I 
think  catching  sea-fish  with  a  pike  rod  and  barbel  tackle 
is  capital  sport,  and  calls  for  considerable  skill  on  the 
part  of  the  angler.  _ 

The  Danube  rose  twenty-five  feet  the  other  day  in  a 
short  space  of  time,  and  a  number  of  people  were 
drowned  in  their  beds.  I  mention  this,  not  to  give  an 
idea  as  to  the  condition  of  the  water,  but  as  a  reminder 
how  thankful  we  ought  to  feel  that  Father  Thames, 
though  often  in  flood,  does  not  play  us  such  tricks  as 
this.  _ 


The  burglars  who  were  caught  in  the  Borough,  a  few 
mornings  ago  had  packed,  ready  for  removal,  several 
volumes  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  They  did  not  tell  the 
detectives  whether  they  were  anglers,  but,  to  say  the 
least,  they  were  very  fishy  men. 


A  LARGE  eel  was  recently  caught  in  the  Thames,  near 
Greenwich.  Later  on  it  was  borne  in  triumph  to  Spring 
Gardens,  where  the  Drainage  Committee  was  sitting, 
and  the  County  Councillors  joyfully  congratulated  each 
other  upon  the  greatly  improved  condition  of  the  Thames 
from  a  pollution  point  of  view.  I  shortly  expect  to 
announce  a  take  of  roach  and  dace  from  Deptford  Creek. 
The  water  is  getting  into  lovely  condition  ! 


A  CORRESPONDENT  Writes  ; — The  popular  lecture  on 
“  Roach  and  Roach  Fishing,”  by  Mr.  J.  McDermott, 
was  thoroughly  appreciated  by  a  representative 
audience  of  anglers  at  the  Town  Hall,  Tonbridge, 
on  Tuesday  evening  last.  The  chair  was  abl.y  and 
courteously  occupied  by  Dr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  R.  E. 
Wedgwood,  the  energetic  secretary  of  the  local  Pre¬ 
servation  Association,  did  everything  possible  for  the 
comfort  of  the  London  contingent  of  anglers,  which 
included  those  two  consistent  supporters  of  the  Long 
Name  Society,  Messrs.  J.  B.  Close  and  J.  P.  Connellan. 
The  lecture  commenced  at  8  p.m.,  and  the  last  train 
for  London  left  at  10.10  p.m.,  but  in  spite  of  the 
necessarily  short  time  available  for  the  desirable  object, 
another  link  was  forged  in  the  chain  of  good  fellowship 
and  mutual  understanding  between  London  and  country 
anglers.  _ 

The  Hounsfield  Otters,  Lower  Edmonton,  announce  a 
paper  for  the  11th  inst.,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
S.P.R.P.A.C.  I  understand  Mr.  McDermott  will  bo  the 
reader.  _ 


Dace  up  to  lljoz.  have  been  caught  in  the  Lea  this 
season. 


Our  old  enemy,  the  influenza  fiend,  is  with  us  once 
more,  and  many  people  are  down  with  it  in  London. 
One  of  its  victims  is  Mr.  W.  H.  Lefevre,  the  president 
of  the  Balloon  Society,  who  was  to  have  presided  at  Mr. 
C.  H.  Harding’s  paper  at  the  City  Piscatorials  on 
Monday  night,  but  was  unable  to  attend  on  account  of 
an  attack  of  la  grippe.  In  his  absence,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
(“Old  Izaak  took  the  chair,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  passed.  The  paper  read  by  Mr.  Harding 
was  entitled  “  A  Waltonian  Ramble,”  and  greatly 
interested  those  present,  being  an  account  of  a  fishing 
excursion  on  the  Avon  and  Hamble,  two  Hampshire 
rivers.  The  scenery,  as  well  as  the  fish  of  the  district, 
was  described,  and  on  the  latter  river,  at  Swan- 
wick,  Mr.  Harding  told  of  his  exploits  amongst 
the  sea-bass.  The  takes  of  Ringwood  roach  were 
described  with  a  freshness  which  made  the  listener 
long  for  the  crystal  Avon,  nor  was  the  audience  less 
interested  in  the  two  terrible  sea  monsters  (one  being 
30ft.  between  the  fins,  and  the  other  1|  miles  in  circum¬ 
ference),  which  had  once  been  seen  on  the  Hamble. 
Fortunately  for  both  Mr.  Harding  and  the  City  Pisca¬ 
torials,  these  monstrosities  did  not  appear  at  the  time 
the  reader  was  out  after  the  bass,  or  the  Coffee  Pot 
would  have  known  him  not,  and  we  should  not  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  listening  to  such  an  entertaining 
contribution  to  our  papers  on  angling.  Mr.  Harding 
received  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  paper  at  its 
conclusion,  and  then  followed  some  more  “  experiences  ” 
gained  of  Hampshire  rivers  by  Messrs.  Tom  Keeble,  J. 
Kelly,  White,  and  A.  R.  Matthews  ;  and  Mr.  Crumplen, 
referring  to  the  scenery  of  our  “  tight  little  island,” 
maintained  that  that  up  the  Thames  was  etjual  to  any  to 
be  found  on  the  Rhine.  Songs  followed,  and  it  was  a  late 
hour  before  the  anglers  at  the  Coff  ee  Pot  could  leave  such 
pleasant,  social  surroundings.  A  word  of  praise  is  due 
to  Mr.  James  Husk,  who,  as  usual,  had  arranged  a 
capital  programme  of  music. 


On  Monday,  Mr.  A.  Scard,  fishing  the  Ouse  at  St. 
Neot’s,  took  a  handsome  roach  weighing  21b.  2oz.  The 
fish  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss, 
taxidermist,  of  First-street,  Chelsea,  for  preservation. 


The  members  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling 
Society  have  a  match  to-morrow  at  Twickenham.  From 
what  I  can  hear  about  the  flood  water,  however,  I  am 
afraid  they  will  have  to  wade  it ;  and  as  for  the  stream, 
it  is  so  rapid  that  even  the  anchor  of  a  Royal  George 
will  not  be  strong  enough  to  maintain  a  punt  in  its 
position.  Oh,  I  say,  what  do  you  think  a  little  bird  has 
whispered  to  me  f  Why,  that  the  members  have  been 
very  bad  attendants  lately  on  club  night,  which,  in  case 


they  have  forgotten  the  day  of  the  week  it  falls  on, 
happens  to  be  every  Wednesday.  The  “  sec.”  is  growing 
fierce  at  so  many  empty  chairs. 

Anolinq  for  coarse  fish  closes  on  the  Thame  i  and 
Stort  on  the  I  tth  inst.  So  it  will  on  the  Suffolk  Stour 
now.  _ 


The  Lea  will  be  open  for  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  till 
Mirch  31.  It  will  be  illegal  to  take  pike  and  perch  after 
the  11th  inst.  Gooskquill. 


from  Clubs 

TFe  heg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Beports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Niglit,  addressed  “Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dnnstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Rei-ort  outside  em^elope, 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  E.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the  general 
committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
March  G,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Southern  District 
Visiting  List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  7th  inst.,  at  the  Wellington 
A  S.,  Prince  George.  Hill-street,  Walworth.  As  this 
club  has  not  had  a  visit  for  some  time,  I  hope  brother 
anglers  will  rally  round  and  give  them  a  bumper. — G.  W. 
Armstrong,  district  officer. 

Anglers’  Association. — Western  District. — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Jubilee,  at  the 
Portobollo  Arms,  Kensal-road,  Westbourne  park,  on 
Tuesday  next,  March  7,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster. — J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  d61  Is.  from 
J.  Epps,  Holland-street,  Blackfriars;  .fl  Is.,  J. 
Mann,  Hyde  Hall,  Sawbridgworth ;  5s.,  T.  Poole, 
Covent  Garden  Market;  annual  subscriptions,  lOs.  6J., 
W.  Elves,  treasurer,  Burdett  Angling  Society  ;  10s.  Gd., 
Norlands  Angling  Society  ;  2s.  GJ.,  Dr.  Phillips  (per  S. 
Malby)  donations,  and  .£1  15s.  Gd.  from  the  donation  box 
of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday 
evening,  March  10,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  the  2Gth 
ult.  several  of  our  members  were  out,  but,  owing  to  the 
boisterous  weather,  very  few  fish  were  shown  in  the  club 
room,  only  two  members  weighing  in,  Mr.  G.  Merry 
with  nice  show  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Hill  with  some  good 
chub  and  roach. — E.  R.  Embleton,  see. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road. — ’i'he  members  of  our 
society  will  fish  on  the  5th  inst.  at  Twickenham,  for  a 
series  of  prizes  contributed  by  the  following :  Mr. 
Williams,  half  guinea;  Mr.  Turnhara,  half  guinea;  Mr. 
Fowler,  a  gold  brooch  for  the  heaviest  bream  ;  and  15 1. 
and  Gs.  prizes  from  the  club  members  to  go  down  by 
the  8  o’clock  train  and  fish  in  the  punt.s  as  drawn  for. — 
A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack  'Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — Several  members 
were  out  on  the  2Gth  ult.,  but  their  takes  of  fish  were 
very  small,  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river,«. 
The  competition  for  the  March  series  of  prizes  will 
take  place  on  the  .5th,  conditions  to  be  decided  at  the 
meeting  on  the  3rd. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. — The  following  mem¬ 
bers  have  had  fish  duiing  the  past  week  :  Mr.  Jennings, 
roach,  13  fish,  going  111b.  :  Mr.  Rome,  our  host,  a  nice 
take  of  dace,  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  Halsell,  roach  ;  Mr.  Rundell, 
jack;  Mr.  Steggles,  roach;  Mr.  Hart,  jack;  Mr.  Pear¬ 
son,  roach. — G.  H. 

British  Sea  Angler's  Society.— At  the  committee 
meeting  of  the  above  society,  which  mot  on  Wednesday, 
Mr.  ’T.  R.  Sachs  in  the  chair,  to  draw  up  the  rules,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  added  to  the  list  of  vice- 
presidents  :  Mr.  H.  Poster,  M.P.,  Lowestoft,  the  Mayor 
of  Scarborough,  the  Mayor  of  Great  Yarmou’.h,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Berners,  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wil- 
cocks,  and  Capt.  Lambton  Young.  A  sub-commit  eo 
was  also  appointed  to  meet  next  Tuesday  for  the 
purpose  of  at  once  obtaining  and  offering  to  intending 
members  some  substantial  advantages.  All  members 
of  committee  will  bo  invited  to  attend. — F.  G.  Ael.vlo, 
hon.  sec. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.  W.  —  The  competition 
arranged  to  take  place  at  Pangbourne  on  the  5th  inat. 
has  been  postponed  till  the  12th  inst.  On  Feb.  2G  Mr. 
J.  Hall  had  a  very  fine  show  of  roach.  I  also  weighed- 
in  roach. — H.  Roach,  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

-  The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take  place  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent-gardon, 
on  Monday  next,  Gth  inst.,  at  8.30  p.m.  Delegates  are 
requested  to  be  in  their  places  prompt  for  important 
besiness. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — The  next  visit,  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  list, 
will  bo  to  this  society,  on  Monday  next,  March  Gth, 
when  wo  will  be  happy  to  welcome  any  brother  anelor 
or  friend  who  will  favour  us  with  their  company. — Ca.S. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  'Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate- street,  E  C. — At  a  special  meeting  of 
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this  society  on  Monday  last,  Feb.  27,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
presided  in  place  of  W.  H.  Le  Fevre,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Balloon  Society  of  Great  Britain,  as  announced, 
who  I  regret  to  say  was  suffering  from  influenza.  M. 
Le  Fevre  has  the  sympathy  of  the  City  Piscatorials, 
and  their  sincere  wishes  for  his  speedy  recovery.  The  un¬ 
looked  for  visitation  by  Aquarius,  who  was  awfully  busy 
with  the  watering-pot,  and,  in  fact,  went  somewhat  out 
of  his  milky  way,  for  “there  was  a  deal  cf  wet,”  to 
upset  the  equilibrium  of  the  City  Piscatorials.  These 
enterprising  gentlemen,  however,  had  appointed  a 
“gala  night  ”  ;  Mr.  S.  C.  Harding,  of  the  Piscatorial 
.Society  and  “ours,”  was  to  read  his  paper,  “  A  Wal- 
tonian  Kamble,”  and  Mr.  James  Husk  had  arranged  an 
excellent  programme  of  music,  vocally  and  instru- 
meutally.  and  were  not  to  be  kept  away  from  the  enter¬ 
tainment  they  had  organised  by  any  pleasantries  that 
might  be  indulged  in  by  the  prince  of  watercarriers. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  about  the  success  of  Mr. 
Harding’s  “  A  Waltonian  Ramble,”  which  throughout 
abounded  in  anecdote,  poetic  effusions,  richly  dashed 
with  genuine  wit  and  humour,  and  wielded  with 
dramatic  force.  Mr.  Harding  is  not  only  an  accom- 
jilished  reader,  but  as  you  travel  with  him  to  the  beautiful 
'  Hampshire  Avon,  or  on  the  banks  of  our  glorious 
Thames,  he  has  the  power  to  convey  the  idea  that  you 
have  bad,  indeed,  “A  Waltonian  Ramble.”  Messrs. 
Tom  Keeble,  A.  R,  Matthews,  H.  J.  White,  and  John 
Kelly  added  their  testimony  with  regard  to  the  beautiful 
scenery  Mr.  Harding  had  so  graphically  depicted.  Mr. 
James  Husk’s  musical  menu  left  nothing  to  be  desired, 
and  once  more  proved  himself  to  be  a  thorough  musician. 
Instrnmentally,  Mr.  Husk  (piano)  was  associated  with 
Mr.  Walter  Robbins  (mandolinist  and  one-stringed  vio¬ 
linist),  Professor  C.  Green  (champion  concertinaist  and 
musical  clown),  and  delighted  their  hearers  with  solos 
and  duets,  and,  vocally  with  Messrs.  Walter  Husk, 
Robbins,  C.  Woods,  W.  J.  Boyle,  Winter,  &c.,  with  un¬ 
deniable  success.  Mr.  Robbins  was  unanimously  elected 
a  life  hon.  member,  and,  after  the  usual  compliments  had 
been  paid,  with  musical  honours,  to  the  chairman,  reader, 
and  artistes,  a  most  enjoyable  evening  concluded.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  announce  the  next  paper  for  Mon¬ 
day,  March  27. — John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  the  2l3th  ult.  the  following  members  w'oighed-in  fish, 
viz. :  Messrs.  R.  Chapman,  A.  Turner,  and  E.  Porter. 
Members  please  note  I  have  still  some  tickets  for  the 
Rye  House  competition,  March  9. — G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

Clerken-well  and  District. —  Visiting  List.— 
A  very  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
Phccnix  Angling  Society,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr. 
Brown  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Gibbons  vice.  Fifteen  clubs 
being  represented.  Some  of  them  showing  up  in  large 
numbers.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Royal  George, 
hold  at  the  Queen’s  Arms,  Bateman-street,  8oho-squaro. 
They  are  a  good  visiting  club,  and  this  will  be  their  first 
visit  on  this  list.  The  Midland  has  joined  us,  which 
completes  our  number. — F.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
rjad,  W. — On  the  2Gth  ult.,  thirteen  members  fished  in 
the  match  at  Richmond,  and,  being  a  very  rough  day, 
only  four  members  were  successful,  viz.,  Messrs.  E. 
Baxter,  first  -,  J,  Godfrey  and  F.  Nunney  tieing  for 
second  and  third  prize  :  F,  Bourne,  fourth.  The  match 
will  be  continued  on  the  5th  inst.,  under  the  same 
conditions.  The  prizes  left  are  two  7s.  Cd.,  and  six  Ss. 
prizes. — A.  Smith,  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — At  our  next  monthly 
meeting  to  be  held  at  headquarters,  the  “  Wellington,” 
High-street,  on  Monday  next,  the  Gth  inst.,  at  8.30  p.m. 
C.  M.  Woodford,  Esq.,  F.R.G.S.  (a  member)  will  exhibit 
a  series  of  lantern  slides  from  photographs  taken  by 
himself  of  natives  and  scenery  in  the  Solomon  Islands 
in  the  Western  Pacific.  George  White,  Esq.,  will  take 
the  chair.  Our  London  friends  will  be  very  welcome. 
Train  leaves  Waterloo  7.38  p.m.,  returning  from  Epsom 
11.7  p.m. — Edwd.  Wm.  Hailes,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.  —  On  the  26th 
ult.  there  were  not  many  fish  brought  in,  Mr.  Parker 
being  the  only  one  that  brought  in  roach.  On  Tuesday 
there  was  some  good  class  roach  and  dace  shown  by 
AVhitraore,  Maybury,  and  D.  Flint.  Our  members  will 
fish  at  Pangbourne,  on  the  5th  inst.,  for  prizes;  there 
will  1)0  a  saloon  carriage  waiting  at  Paddington  at  9 
o'clock  a  m. — R.  Murphy. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert,  Royal 
Hill,  Greenwich. — A  very  fine  lot  of  roach  have  been 
weighed  in  by  members  of  the  above  society  during  the 
past  few  days,  the  most  successful  being  Mr.  Hendry, 
with  three  weighing  11b.  5oz.,  11b.  6oz.,  and  11b.  12oz.  ; 
Mr.  Marshall,  with  six  weighing  11b.,  11b.  Ifoz.,  lib.  Ifoz., 
11b.  2oz.,  11b.  2Joz.,  and  lib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Howitt,  with 
three  weighing  11b.  lloz.,  11b.  lljoz.,  and  21b.  7Joz., 
re.spectively. — J.  T.  Ddnkley,  hon.  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — On  Tuesday  last  Dr. 
Brunton  was  in  the  chair  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  this 
society,  when  two  new  members  were  elected.  Mr. 
Hayward  reported  having  caught  a  pike  of  91b. ;  Mr. 
Young,  181b,  of  roach  from  the  society’s  water  ;  and 
Dr.  Brunton,  throe  pike  in  an  hour  and  a  half.  The 
latter  were  caught  spinning  with  artificial  baits  ;  indeed 
the  skilful  doctor  never  uses  anything  else.  The 
members  of  our  society  have  long  since  given  up  gorge¬ 
fishing.  the  majority  of  our  fish  being  caught  with 
artificial  baits,  and  this,  it  is  contended,  is  the  more 
sportsmanlike  practice,  whether  it  be  with  fly,  fish, 
worm,  or  insect.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  our  honorary 
treasurer,  read  a  very  excellent  paper  on  “  Sea  fishing 
at  Deal,”  going  most  minutely  into  the  various  details 
of  tackle,  baits,  railway  fares,  lodgings  and  boats,  and 
giving  the  cost  of  all  these  requisites.  He  also  gave  a 


most  elaborate  description  of  the  coast  and  fishing 
grounds,  and  highly  praised  the  skill  and  bravery  of  the 
Deal  boatmen.  Mr.  Parker  also  read  an  extract  from 
“Heroes  of  the  Goodwin  Sands”  of  a  very  thrilling 
nature,  a  copy  of  which  work  he  presented  to  the 
library.  After  some  discus.sion,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
was  given  to  the  lecturer  for  his  paper  and  book.  There 
was  an  excellent  attendance  of  members  and  friends, 
and,  with  the  guidance  of  the  genial  chairman,  a  very 
interesting  evening  was  spent. — James  Tayler,  sec. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent,  Mow- 
lem-street,  Cambridge  Heath. — Our  competition  at  Ted- 
dington,  on  the  19th  ult.,  came  off  successfully,  six  of 
the  competitors  having  fish.  The  four  prizes  wei’e  taken 
in  rotation  by  the  following  members  : — Mr.  "VV.  Thomp¬ 
son,  Mr.  E.  Earp,  Mr.  W.  Tuthill,  and  Mr.  J.  Gay.  On 
the  2Cth  ult.  Mr.  W.  Thompson  had  5Jlb.  dace  and  roach, 
and  Blr.  C.  Pfleger  some  roach. — 'W.  Young,  sec. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— Mr.  Callcutt 
again  saved  us  a  blank  by  bringing  a  show  of  roach. 
The  jack  special  prize  for  a  fish  over  l.Jlb.,  last  month, 
was  won  by  M.  Muller.  The  roach  prize,  given  by  M.  Joel 
Davis,  not  having  been  xvon,  now  stands  for  the  same 
day  and  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  meeting,  the  gross  weight  to  take 
the  prize.  There  is  also  another  prize  for  the  gross 
weight  of  roach  to  the  end  of  the  present  season. — W. 
Fenner,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Several  of 
our  members  fished  for  eight  prizes  on  the  26th  ult.,  in 
the  Lea,  from  Ratty’s  Lock  to  St.  Margaret’s  Bridge, 
only  four  of  which  were  won ;  1st.  P.  Schulze  ;  2nd,  E. 
Havris ;  3rd,  H.  Da  Costa;  4th,  W.  Knight.  On 
March  12  our  members  will  fish  for  special  prizes 
in  the  Stort,from  Bishops  Stortford  to  Sawbridge worth. 
— R.  Ghubnby,  sec. 

Izaak  'Walton  Angling  Society. — Two  special 
prizes  (with  power  to  add)  will  be  competed  for  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  8th  inst.  Competitors  may  choose 
their  own  fishing  waters  for  these  prizes  (private  waters 
barred).  There  are  also  three  special  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  on  the  12th  inst.  Same  conditions  as  the  Wednesday 
prizes. — H.  B. 

Junior  Ply-Fishers’,  Citizen,  70,  Honnsditch,  E.C. 
— Mr.  E.  J.  Clegg  occupied  the  chair.  The  evening  was 
devoted  to  the  preliminaries  of  the  new  season’s  outings, 
which  it  is  decided  shall  be  held  at  regular  intervals 
through  the  season.  The  first  is  suggested  for  April 
16,  but  it  is  particularly  requested  that  members  attend 
on  Thursday,  9th  inst.,  so  that  the  fixtures  may  be  made 
as  early  as  ^possible.  Mr.  Connellan  was  thanked  for  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  library.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Mr.  E.  J.  Clegg.  A  very  interesting 
collection  of  shells  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  W.  Watson 
King. — Hon.  Sec. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society.  —  On  the  26th  ult. 
a  few  members  were  out,  but  none  of  them  returned 
with  fish.  I  hope  members  will  do  their  best  to  turn  up 
on  Wednesday  next  (quarterly  night).  Also  to  arrange 
several  prizes  that  have  not  been  taken  during  the 
season. — W.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen-square. — 550  roach  (part  of  700),  from  Mr.  T. 
Ford’s  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire,  came 
safely  through  on  the  25th  ult.  all  right,  and  they  were 
successfully  placed  in  our  Knowsley  water.  Six  of  our 
members  had  a  day’s  pike  fishing  on  the  23rd,  and  got 
nine  fish,  heaviest  OJlb.  (Mr.  C.  Waller),  the  next  ORb. 
(Mr.  R.  'Wilson),  the  rest  ranging  down  to  41b.  Several 
good  fish  were  run,  but  lost.  The  trout  fishing  in  our 
Ruabon  and  Knowsley  waters  open  on  the  15th  inst. 
and  close  on  Oct.  15,  both  inclusive.  500  two-year-old 
Loch  Leven  trout  from  Howietoun  will  arrive  in  a  day 
or  two,  and  will  be  placed  in  Newsham  Park  Lake.  The 
above  is  not  a  bad  budget,  and  shows  we  Liverpool 
anglers  are  not  asleep. — R.  Woolfall. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials. — We  have  a  smoking 
concert  on  the  9th,  and  an  open  competition.  Major 
Isaacs  will  preside  at  the  concert,  and  a  capital  pro¬ 
gramme  has  been  arranged  for. — A.  E.  B. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prussia,  Bevenden-street,  N. — On  the  11th  ult.  we  had 
a  very  pretty  display  of  fish  at  our  headquarters, 
brought  in  by  Messrs.  Bygrave,  sen.,  roach;  Bygrave, 
jun.,  roach  ;  and  Forster,  jack  and  roach.  On  the  26th  the 
Messrs.  Bygrave  and  Forster  again  weighed  in  some 
nice  roach. — J.  Cuthbert,  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — The  prizes  were  angled  for  on  the  26th, 
but,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  water  and  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  only  four  were  taken  :  Mr.  Bouffier, 
roach,  21b.  8oz.,  first  ;  Warrington,  roach  and  dace, 
11b.  13oz.,  second;  F.  Dove,  11b.  IJoz.  roach,  third: 
Jessop,  roach,  4oz.,  fourth.  The  gross  weight  prize  of 
the  month  of  February  was  won  by  Mr.  Heilas  ;  his  best 
fish  was  a  jack,  7Mb.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  United 
'Visiting  List,  when  the  roll  call  was  answered  by 
fifteen  clubs.  Mr.  Brown  took  his  usual  position  as 
chairman,  and  was  ably  supported  by  Mr.  Gibbon.s,  of 
the  Reyal  George  Angling  Society.  Songs  and  recita¬ 
tions  were  rendered  in  first-class  style  by  the  various 
representatives. — H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  asst.  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golborne-road,  North  Kensington. — On  Feb.  26,  several 
of  our  members  faced  the  wind  and  rain  at  Windsor, 
but  returned  rather  wiser  men  on  account  of  the  bad 
state  of  the  river.  It  has  been  resolved  to  hold  a  special 
meeting  this  evening  (Saturday),  to  take  into  consider¬ 
ation  the  alteration  of  the  match,  so  that  wo  can  fish  it 
out  in  other  waters.  We  had  the  honour  of  a  visit  from 
the  Bomore  Angling  Society,  which  was  duly  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  drunk  with  success  to  their  society.  We 


hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  their  compan  again  on 
some  future  occasion. — J.  Harris,  sec. 

Hodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harpur-street, 
New  Kent-road. — Only  four  of  our  members  fished  in  the 
match  at  Pangbourne  on  Feb.  26,  and  I  am  very  sorry 
to  say  none  of  the  prizes  were  taken.  They  will  ha 
fiehed  for  on  the  5th  inst.,  to  go  where  you  like.  Mr.  G. 
Sharman  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  P.  Martin  was  elected  chairman  for  the  month  ; 
Mr.  W.  Tidmarsh,  vice.  Mr.  Mitchell  gives  a  fourteen 
days  notice  of  anew  rule.  I  hope  members  will  note  last 
Wednesday  was  quarterly  night. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — On  the  26th  ult.  Mr. 
Harris  weighed  in  with  roach  ;  Mr.  Gibbons,  roach  and 
gudgeon  ;  Mr.  Shaw,  sen.,  roach.  Our  last  outing  for 
the  season  will  take  place  on  March  5  for  the  iirizes  not 
yet  won,  and  an  additional  prize  (in  all  four  prizes),  the 
place  to  be  Richmond,  and  the  boundaries,  Richmond 
Bridge,  to  Teddington  Lock,  each  side  of  the  river  and 
usual  conditions.  Members  intending  to  take  part  in  the 
outing  to  meet  at  the  Railway  Hotel  same  morning  at 
9.30  (starting  at  stations  most  convenient  to  themselves). 
The  next  return  vdsib  on  the  Clerkenwell  District 
Visiting  List  will  take  place  at  the  above  address  on 
Wednesday,  March  15,  when  we  hope  to  spend  a  very 
pleasant  evening,  and  all  members  do  the  best,  please, 
to  turn  up  and  support  us.  We  should  also  be  very 
pleased  to  see  any  brother  anglers.  -W.  R.  Shaw, 
hon.  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head. 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — On  the  26th  ult.  several  of 
our  members  were  out,  but  got  very  little.  Massey, 
chub  and  roach,  3vlb. ;  Mr.  Kelly  and  Smales  roach, 
about  31b.  between  them.  Next  Tuesday,  March  7, 
being  quarterly  night  (election  of  officers,  &c.).  a  good 
muster  is  requested. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope,  Pol¬ 
lard-row,  E. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
Feb.  26,  and  only  one  was  successful,  Mr.  Isaacs,  with  a 
nice  show  of  roach,  51b.  6oz.  He  also  had  23Hb.  last 
week,  but  was  too  late  for  weighing  in  ;  largest  roach, 
11b.  lOoz.,  11b,  8Joz,  and  several  over  11b.  Our  smoking 
concert  takes  place  on  Monday  next.  Secretaries  wlo 
have  not  received  notice,  please  accept  this,  and  oblige. 
— T.  Sayce,  sec. 

South  London  United  'Visiting  List.— A  most 
successful  visit  of  the  clubs  on  the  above  List  was  paid 
to  the  Second  Surrey  Angling  Society  on  the  28th  ult., 
and  I  think  I  can  safely  say  every  one  present  spent  a 
most  pleasant  evening.  On  the  roll  being  called  by  Mr. 
G.  H.  Field,  the  esteemed  president,  twenty-one  clubs 
responded.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Rodney  Pisca¬ 
torials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. 
Notice  of  date  next  week. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stoke-upon-Trent  Angling  Society,  Roe-Buck 
Hotel,  Stoke-upon-Trent. — The  tenth  annual  meeting  of 
this  society  was  held  at  the  Roe-Buck  Hotel,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Feb.  23,  the  president,  Mr.  E.  Cocker,  in  the 
chair.  There  was  also  a  good  attendance  of  members. 
The  financial  statement,  with  last  year’s  balance,  showed, 
receipts,  ^6103  15s.  6d.  ;  expenditure,  ilSo  14s.  lOd., 
leaving  a  balance  on  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of 
.£18  Os.  8d.  As  the  society  has  incurred  extra  expenses 
during  the  year  in  the  prosecution  of  poachers,  repairing 
of  boat,  &c.,the  report  was  considered  a  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  one,  and  was  unanimously  adopted.  After  the 
transaction  of  important  business,  the  election  of  officer.s 
to  serve  for  the  current  year  resulted  as  follows : 
President,  Mr.  E.  Cocker ;  vice-presidents.  Councillor 

G.  Bennett,  Messrs  F.  A.  Hopkins,  S.  Smith,  W.  R. 
Taylor,  J.  Perkins,  J.  Smith,  S.  A.  Goodall,  W.  L. 
Swetnam,  R.  Wallace,  H.  Lea,  Thos.  Evans.  H.  Evans, 

S.  Lake,  Thos.  Riley,  and  Win.  Osborne  ;  treasurer,  Mr. 

H.  Evans;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Holtens ;  auditors, 
Messrs.  W.  R.  Taylor  and  J.  Smith  ;  general  com¬ 
mittee,  Messrs.  F.  ’VV.  Brown,  S.  Barker,  Jas.  Ridgway, 
Chas.  Potter,  Wm.  Beard,  John  Arrowsmith,  Josh. 
Hassall,  Chas.  Roberts,  Wm.  Hassall,  A.  Evans,  John 
Evans,  G.  T.  Walter,  P.  R.  Mather,  'VV.  W.  Prior,  and 

T.  Masters.  Votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  the 
patrons  and  donors  of  the  society,  and  also  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  for  the  very  able  and  courteous  manner  in  which 
ho  has  conducted  the  business  of  the  society  during  his 
years  of  office. — J.  Hollins,  see. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — A  two-days’  roving  match 
is  arranged  to  take  place  on  March  12  and  14,  in  which 
hon.  members  are  invited  to  compete.  Membersmay  go 
where  they  please  and  fish  from  punt  or  bank;  nil  fish 
to  weigh.  Notice  to  be  given  by  Tuesday  next  March  7 
which  day  members  intend  to  fish. — H.  Reaves,  sec. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  104,  King’s- 
road,  Brighton. — On  Wednesday  week,  one  of  the  best 
lectures  1  have  ever  had  the  pleasure  to  hear,  was 
delivered  before  the  members  of  our  society  by  Mr. 
Walter  Pry  (brother  to  the  Mr.  Fry  who  wrote  the 
“  Inchnadamph”  article  in  the  Fishing  Guzetle  of  Feb.  18', 
The  descriptions  of  Scotch  and  Irish  hills,  lochs, 
&3.,  were  simply  grand,  and  cannot  bo  adequately 
expressed  by  me.  Everyone  present  was  “  spell  bound,'’ 
as  the  enthusiastic  angler  and  lecturer  winged  our 
thoughts  to  the  death  of  the  noble  ferox  or  the  lordly 
salmon  in  one  of  the  lovely  lochs  he  so  ably  described. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  was  proiiosed  by  the 
chairman,  Mr.  R.  D.  Firmin,  and  unanimously  carried. 
Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  H.  D.  Willock,  J.  P., 
Dr.  Sawyer,  Dr.  Snell,  M.R.C.S.,  P.  E.  Tickle,  Hy. 
Reason,  Wm.  F.  Booth,  W.  C.  P.  Gilland,  Hy.  Man- 
waring,  W.  Andrews,  V.  Lindars,  E.  J.  Ash,  J.  Hynde 
Crouch,  Hy.  Booth,  and  others.  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Booth 
weighed-in  a  jack  of  3Jlb  ,  and  five  good  perch.  Mr. 
Wm.  C.  F.  Gillam  weighed-in  two  good  perch.  Both 
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prentlomen  preserved  the  perch  alive,  and  they  are  now 
in  the  society’s  tank  at  the  Brighton  Aquarium. — 
Vi.  C.  F.  Gillam,  asst.  hon.  sec. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— On  the  26th  ult. 
Mr.  J.  Steer  weighed  in  dace.  The  committee  for 
matches  will  oblige  by  being  present  on  Saturday 
evening  next.  The  members  of  the  above  will  fish  a  go- 
where-you-please  match  on  the  T2th  inst.,  for  several 
money  prizes. — H.  Tyleh,  sec. 

■Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross.— Several  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  26th.  The  following  had  fish  Mr.  Hanson,  Joseph 
Betts,  and  Sailor  Brown.  AVe  had  a  good  muster  on  the 
28th,  Mr.  Philips  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Pain 
pro  tern.  Nothing  of  importance  was  done,  owing  to 
members  wanting  to  get  away  to  the  second  visit.  I 
wish  to  remind  those  members  who  are  in  arrears,  if 
they  will  settle  up  as  soon  as  possilile  I  shall  be 
extremely  obliged.— H.  C. 

Walwortli  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul’s  Tavern,  AVestmoreland-road,  AVal worth,  S.E. — 
It  was  carried  that  the  competitions  on  the  5th  and  8th 
inst.  be  from  bank  only.  On  Monday  next,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Society  for  Promoting  Reading  of  Papers 
at  Angling  Clubs,  J.  Francis  Bursell,  Esq.,  will  give 
“  An  Angling  Gossip,”  with  lime-light  views,  at  8.30. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Matthews  will  take  the  chair ;  Mr.  C.  Hibble, 
vice.  The  AValworth  AValtonians  present  their  com¬ 
pliments  to  the  members  of  various  angling  clubs,  and 
solicit  the  favour  of  their  company  on  this  occasion. — • 
C.  Hibbee,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  AValworth.— Several  members  were  out  at 
Twickenham  on  the  26th  ult.,  for  the  consolation  prizes, 
but  failed  to  obtain  the  requisite  ^Ib. ;  the  prizes  will 


consequently  bo  fished  for  on  the  5th,  at  the  same  place 
j  and  time.  AA'ednesday  being  quarterly  meeting  night, 
Mr.  Alec.  Corras  was  elected  chairman,  and  Mr.  Haines 
'  vice-chairman  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  Messrs.  AVyer 
j  and  Turnbull  were  re-elected  delegates  to  the  anglers’ 

,  association.  A  visit  on  the  A 4  Southern  District  list 
j  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  the  7th  inst.,  when 
J  I  hope  to  see  a  good  company. —CiiAs.  AVyer,  sec. 

Westbourne  Park  Piscatorial  Society.  -The 
annual  dinner  of  this  popular  club  took  place  at  its 
I  headquarters.  The  Pelican,  All  Saints’-road,  AVest- 
.  bourne  Park,  on  Tuesday  evening  week,  under  the  presi- 
I  dency  of  Mr.  J.  AA’^ilkes.  Owing  to  his  serious  illness, 

I  Mr.^  George  Evans  was  not  able  to  take  this  prominent 
j  position,  but  he  was  so  far  recovered  a.s  to  occupy  the 
I  vice-chair,  and  right  glad  were  both  members  and  friends 
I  to  see  his  happy  face  amongst  them  again.  There  was  a 
I  very  large  attendance  of  guests,  including  Messrs.  T. 
Crnmplen,  AV.  H.  Brougham,  H.  Thompson  (hon.  sec  ), 
S.  Armfield,  A.  Flint,  'T.  Bonner,  C.  Bott,  T.  Franklin, 
J.  Bennett.  A.  Mears,  H.  Halbert,  and  J.  'Thomson. 
There  was  the  usual  list  of  toasts  interspersed  with  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  the  songs  being  effectively  ren¬ 
dered  by  Messrs.  J.  Avon,  A.  Smart,  T.  Oatley,  C. 
Rogers,  and  T.  H.  Bonner.  During  the  evening 
the  presentation  of  prizes  won  in  1892  took  place, 
and  this  excellent  club  is  rendered  the  more  popular 
from  the  fact  that  prizes  are  only  given  for  specimen 
fish,  and  amongst  the  successful  competitors  Mr.  H. 
Thompson  took  prizes  to  the  value  of  .£8  1.5s.  ;  Mr.  H. 
C.  Beatley,  £4  7s. ;  Mr.  Cuddon.  £3  33. ;  Mr.  Hulbert, 
<£3  3s. ;  Mr.  George  Evans,  £2  123.  6d.  ;  Mr.  Abbott, 
£2  2s. ;  Mr.  Collier,  £1  11s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  AVood,  £1  Is.  ; 
and  Mr.  Martin,  10s.  6d.  On  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Evans,  who  had  to  leave  at  eleven  o’clock,  ho  received  a 


most  hearty  ovation  from  the  members  and  friends,  and 
I  all  hoped  ho  would  soon  bo  able  to  resume  his  old  post  as 
chairman  again.  There  are  few  men  in  the  angling 
j  world  more  respected,  and  on  all  convivial  occasions  he 
has  been  the  life  and  soul  of  the  party.  Altogether  the 
evening  was  a  most  enjoyable  one,  and  of  a  most 
successful  character. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Bear  aud  Rummer  Tavern, 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish-square,  AV. — Several  of  our 
members  wore  out  on  the 26th  ult.,  but,  owing  to  strong 
winds  and  flood,  the  day  was  practically  a  blank.  Our 
outing,  which  was  announced  for  March  5,  has  been 
postponed  to  March  12,  the  present  outlook  being  not 
very  encouraging.  Members  please  note. —  D.  AV. 
Evans,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — t)ar  members  were 
out  on  the  19th  ult.,  and  the  following  weighed  in  : — ’ 
Mr.  F.  Humphreys,  81b.  7Joz.  of  jack  and  roach;  Mr. 
J.  Kenny,  31b.  5^oz.  of  perch;  Mr.  L.  Robathan, 
31b.  2Joz.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  a  jack,  21b.  6oz.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Newton,  21b.  5.joz.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  C.  Maxted, 
21b.  5Joz.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Simmons,  lib.  4oz.  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  J.  Pasmore,  11b.  8Joz.  roach;  Mr.  AV.  Stevens 
and  Horner  also  roach.  Our  members  were  out  on  the 
26th  ult.,  and  Pthe  following  woighed-in  fish :  Mr.  J. 
Kenny,  Mr.  L  Robathan,  Mr.  AV.  Stevens,  and  Mr.  H. 
Pasmore.— R.  Lowther.  sec. 

Woolwich  Brothers’  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — The  competition  for  the 
annual  prizes,  especially  among  the  specimen  class,  is 
being  keenly  contested.  The  following  weighed  in  on 
the  26th  ult.  :  Messrs.  AV.  Pirie,  F.  Crasswell,  A.  Kim- 
ber,  R.  Scarborough.  A.  Scarborough  ;  the  former  took 
the  largest  roach,  11b.  7^oz. — J.  R.  Howcrcft,  Sec. 


A  GREAT  FISHERIES  AND  SHOOTING  EXHIBITION, 


:  le 

AVILL  BE  HELD  AT 


15,  1893, 


(J.  RITCHIE,  Esq.,  Chairman  and  Managing  Director). 

THE  EOTXiOWZTsTO-  ATVZXjXj  EE  EZiZC3-ZEZ,E  EXIZZZEZTS  : 

Inventions  and  Inriprovements  connected  with  Fresh-water  and  Deep  Sea  Fishing, 
Fish  Farming,  Artificial  Fish  Hatching  and  Rearing,  together  with 

all  kinds  of  Shooting  Appliances. 

I’ROSPECHMTS  AND  FUDD  FADTIOUDARS  ON  A PLICATION. 

The  following  Firms  have,  amongst  others,  already  taken  spaces 

Messrs.  HARDY  BROS.,  Alnwick.  Messrs.  D.  SLATER  &  SON,  Newark-on-Trent.  Messrs.  ENRIGHT  &  SON,  Castle  Conncl 
Messrs.  BERNARD  &  SON,  Piccadilly.  Messrs.  OGDEN  &  SCOTEORD,  Cheltenham.  Messrs.  HEARDER  &  SON,  Plymouth! 

Mrs.  OGDEN  SMITH,  Clapham  Junction  ;  and  Others. 

 AS  THE  UNALLOTTED  SPACE  IS  LIMITED,  AN  EAELY  APPLICATION  IS  NBCBSSAHY. 
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GOLD 

MEDAL 


Practical  in  Every  Detail. 
Wear  Guaranteed. 


Greatest  Variety  and  Largest 
Stock  in  the  Kingdom. 


Entered  at  Stationers’  Hall. 


SALMON 

F  I  SHIN  G 

Made  in  Three  Gold  Medal  Qualities. 

The  No.  1  Quality  Ave  recommend  for  HARD  WEAR. 

The  No.  2  Quality  for  MEDIUM  WORK. 

The  No.  3  Quality,  being  very  light  (weighing  only  about  21b,),  are  intended  for  LIGHT 
SUMMER  WEAR,  and  will  be  found  a  boon  to  the  Angler  who  has  to  walk  some 
distance  to  his  Fishing. 


SEWD  FOR  HEW  ILLUSTRATED  PRICED  CATALOGUE,  GIVING  FULL  PARTIGULARS. 


..:L37,  PEN  VICTORIA  ST.T 

And  at  BRISTOL  9  &  10  High  St.  CARDIFF,  8,  Oneen  St.  Works,  BOW,  LONDON,  E. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  4,  1893. 


THE  TWEED  AND  TEVIOT. 

Review  of  the  Sahmon  Season,  1892. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  present  salmon  rod-fishing 
season  on  these  rivers,  the  disciples  of  old  Izaak  have 
bad  up  to  this  date  (February  20)  to  content  themselves 
with  a  period  of  enforced  idleness,  floods  of  varying 
dimensions,  from  the  small  dirty  rise  of  a  couple  of  feet 
to  the  roaring  torrent  of  8ft.  having  been  the  order 
of  things  since  the  month  of  February  set  in.  Now, 
however,  that  rod-angling  is  again  legal,  and  the  some¬ 
what  brief  fence  period  of  two  months  (during  which  the 
salmon  in  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  are  supposed  to  he  pro¬ 
pagating  their  species)  have  come  to  an  end,  it  may  not 
be  out  of  place  to  give  your  readers  a  r^sumd  of  the 
season  of  1892.  which  was  on  all  hands  given  as  being 
nearly  equal — taking  the  produce  of  the  river  all  over — 
to  that  of  the  previous  year,  which  was  one  of  the  best 
of  recent  seasons.  One  remarkable  feature  of  the  season 
was  the  number  of  large  fish  in  the  river,  many  of  which 
fell  victims  to  the  Waltonian,  and  it  was  remarked  by 
old  fishermen  on  all  angling  waters  that,  not  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  years  past  had  there  been  seen  so 
many  fish  of  so  large  a  size  in  the  river  during  the  back¬ 
end  season,  while  the  quality  was  also  excellent.  When 
the  splendid  season  of  1891  came  to  a  close  anglers 
packed  up  their  fishing  gear  with  contentment,  and 
none  regretted  their  visit  to  Tweedside  for  the  back-end 
angling  season.  During  the  close-time — December  1  to 
January  31 — the  weather  was  pretty  open,  scarcely  any 
ice  forming  on  the  Tweed,  and  spawning  operations  were 
carried  out  under  favourable  conditions  as  a  whole. 
During  the  winter  the  river  was  in  very  fine  order,  the 
water  clear,  and  the  bed  of  the  stream  clean  ;  while 
disease  had  been  much  less  prevalent  than  for  a  good 
many  seasons  back.  During  January  several  gentle 
floods  of  from  one  to  three  feet  occurred,  and  gave  ample 
opportunities  for  spring  fish  to  ascend  the  rivers.  That 
spring  fish  were  at  this  period  in  the  river  was  proved  at 
the  netting  operations  which  were  being  carried  on  during 
the  second  w'eek  of  J anuary  by  Superintend ent  Donaldson 
and  his  assistant,  to  obtain  ova  for  artificial  propaga¬ 
tion,  when  several  clean  spring  fish  were  brought  to  bank 
in  the  nets.  This  of  course  was  joyful  news  to  those 
interested,  and  seemed  to  be  the  harbinger  of  a  good 
season  to  follow.  How  far  the  hopes  then  entertained 
were  verified  is  now  well  known  to  those  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  some  of  the  good  takes  during  last  season. 
The  spring  fishing  on  the  Tweed,  however,  is  never  of 
much  account,  and  as  an  excellent  authority  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  says  ;  ‘‘  But  after  all  that  has  been  said  about  the 
spring  fishing,  the  fact  remains  patent  to  all  that  the 
Tweed  is  essentially  an  autumn  river,  and,  though  vary¬ 
ing  conditions  may  produce  modifications  in  one  direc¬ 
tion  or  another,  it  would  appear  as  if  it  were  becoming 
later  than  ever.”  These  remarks  appear  to  me  to  state 
the  case  very  clearly,  as  in  1891  scarcely  a  spawning  fish 
was  to  be  seen  on  the  redds  during  November,  but  during 
the  following  month,  and  up  to  the  first  and  second 
week  in  the  following  February,  they  could  be  seen  busy 
at  work.  When  the  fishings  opened  in  February,  the 
waters  wei'e  too  heavy  at  first  to  admit  of  angling,  but, 
by  the  4th  they  had  fined  down  considerably,  and  were 
in  fair  good  ply  ;  and  on  the  5th,  on  the  Hendersyde 
water,  Mr.  Thos.  Pringle  was  the  lucky  angler  to  draw 
“  first  blood”  on  the  Tweed  in  the  Kelso  district,  killing 
two  clean  fish  of  IClb.  and  61b.  During  the  month  the 
fungoid  disease  was  also  pretty  bad,  more  particularly 
up  to  about  the  20th.  A  score  of  fish,  however,  were 
got  in  the  Kelso  district  during  the  month,  although 
at  times  operations  were  interfered  with  by  snow  and 
frost  and  rising  water.  March  came  in  like  the  pro¬ 
verbial  lion,  snow  and  sleet  falling  :  but,  as  the  river 
was  in  good  ply,  and  a  capital  height,  Hendersyde  water 
was  again  productive  of  excellent  sport. 

On  the  21st  the  notable  feature  cf  the  day’s  fishing 
was  the  brilliant  sport  got  by  Mr.  Adam  Elliot,  Caverton, 
who,  on  the  Teviot,  fishing  between  Hecton  Mill  and 
Roxburgh  Castle,  killed  no  fewer  than  five  clean  salmon, 
and  lost  a  sixth  after  running  it  for  a  considerable  time. 
The  weights  of  his  captures  were  81b.,  SJlb.,  91b.,  101b., 
and  lOJlb.,  all  beautiful  and  handsome  silvery  fish. 
There  is  no  record  extant  of  this  feat  having  ever  before 
been  achieved  on  the  Teviot,  and,  although  Mr.  Elliot  is 
well  known  as  a  skilful  angler,  yet  the  feat  of  killing 
five  fish  unaided,  and  by  means  of  wading  in  Teviot’s 
rough  streams,  is  something  of  which  to  be  proud.  The 
month,  as  a  whole,  finished  badly,  the  weather  conditions 
being  wretched,  while  the  disease  was  also  very  bad 
amongst  the  salmon. 

April  was  nearly  a  barren  month,  owing  to  drought, 
and  night  frosts,  with  bright  days,  while  the  rivers 
were  down  to  a  very  low  ebb,  being  within  an  inch 
or  two  of  the  lowest  recorded  summer  level.  May  set 
in  badly  also,  and  it  was  not  until  a  3ft.  flood,  on  the 
23rd,  came  that  prospects  began  to  improve.  Trout¬ 
angling  at  this  time,  however,  was  yielding  capital 
bpkets.  The  rivers  were  pretty  much  flooded  by  small 
dirty  rises  during  the  month  of  June,  while  July  was 
characterised  by  cold  and  cheerless  weather,  and  little 
was  done  in  the  way  of  salmon  angling.  All  through, 
the  month  of  August  was  a  most  unsatisfactory  one,  and, 
although,  during  the  first  week,  three  grilse  were  got  on 
the  Hendersyde  water,  and  one  on  the  Mertoun  on  the 
10th  by  Mr.  T.  C.  Owen,  yet  few  fish  were  accounted 
for  up  to  the  close.  A  oft.  flood  ushered  in  the  month 
of  September,  and  this  opportune  rise  very  naturally 
raised  the  spirits  of  the  angling  fraternity,  who  were 
now  getting  their  paraphernalia  ready  for  another 
season’s  back-end  campaign. 

From  Oct.  6  to  the  end  of  the  month,  fishing  proceeded 
with  gratifying  success,  although  several  floods  put  a 
stop  to  operations  on  various  occasions  ;  but  the  month, 
as  a  whole,  was  satisfactory.  A  5ft.  flood  preceded 


the  advent  of  the  closing  month  of  the  season — Nov^em- 
ber — and  with  it  there  was  a  very  heavy  run  of  fish  to 
the  upper  waters,  both  of  salmon  and  bull  trout ;  many 
of  the  latter  falling  a  prey  to  the  bait  fishers  who  were 
out  for  yellow  trout. 

From  this  time  right  on  to  the  close  of  the  season 
(the  last  two  Jays  excepted),  sport  was  most  gratifying, 
and,  but  for  an  occasional  flood,  and  a  few  days  of 
frost  and  fog,  the  month  of  November  gave  excellent 
results  all  over,  on  each  and  all  of  the  rod  angling 
waters. 

Subjoined  are  a  few  statistics  of  the  total  fish  killed 
during  the  season  on  some  of  the  most  important  of  the 
rod  angling  waters,  with  previous  year’s  returns,  as 
comparisons  ;  and  as  nearly  the  whole  of  these  have  been 
acquired  from  official  sources,  their  genuineness  may 
therefore  be  taken  as  guaranteed. 

Floors  Castle  (Unper.) — This  water  is  generally  fished 
by  the  proprietor  and  his  friends  during  the  spring,  but 
little  was  done  out  of  it,  as  only  on  a  few  occasions  was 
a  line  thrown  over  it,  and  the  produce  was  only  six  fish 
during  the  spring  ;  the  heaviest  being  a  fish  of  181b. 
The  autumn  fishing  was  productive  of  200,  the  heaviest 
being  a  grand  fish  of  391b.,  killed  by  Colonel  Murray. 
The  best  day's  fi.shing  was  a  take  of  thirteen.  The  best 
taking  flies  were  the  Silvery  Grey,  and  the  famous 
Greenwell.  In  1891,  the  total  catch  was  250  salmon  and 
grilse,  and  in  1890,  the  produce  was  fifty-seven. 

Floors  Castle  {Lower). — During  September  and  October 
this  water  was  not  let,  and  was  fished  by  the  proprietor 
and  his  friends,  but  during  the  month  of  November 
these  fishinss  (as  well  as  those  of  the  upper  water)  were 
leased  by  Mr.  Charles  Perkins,  Newcastle,  and  the  sport 
got  was  again  good,  161  fish  being  killed,  seven  being 
taken  during  September,  twenty-six  during  October,  and 
128  in  November.  In  1891  the  total  number  got  was  300, 
and  of  these  100  were  killed  in  September  and  October, 
and  the  remaining  200  during  November.  In  1890  only 
three  fish  were  caught  on  this  water,  floods  occurring 
during  the  entire  season,  and  rendering  fishing  almost 
impossible  during  the  whole  of  the  back-end.  The  best 
day  on  this  water  during  1892  was  got  by  Mr.  Lawson, 
who,  on  Nov.  8,  killed  eighteen  fish  ;  and  thirty  fish  were 
got  on  the  various  casta  of  the  whole  water  on  this  date. 
The  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  killed  was  one  of  331b., 
this  being  secured  by  Mr.  Perkins. 

Rutherford. — This  fine  water  is  fished  by  Dr.  Dyson 
and  his  friends,  who,  during  the  season,  did  remarkably 
well,  killing  only  one  fish  less  than  last  year,  when  they 
had  141  salmon  and  forty-two  grilse.  The  heaviest  fish 
got  was  one  of  361b.,  caught  by  Miss  Vickars  on  Oct.  12. 
On  this  water  in  two  successive  days,  Nov.  7  and  Nov.  8, 
Dr.  Wharry  had  grand  sport,  killing  sixteen  fish,  the 
heaviest  being  211b.  In  1890  the  total  kill  was  between 
sixty  and  seventy  fish. 

Maketstoun. — This  really  grand  stretch  of  salmon 
fastnesses  was  fished  during  the  season  by  Lord 
Wimborne  and  several  of  his  family,  his  Lordship  also 
giving  the  tenantry  on  the  estate,  and  other  friends,  a 
chance  of  testing  their  skill  on  the  “  monarchs  of  the 
fresh  w'ater.”  The  take  on  the  whole  was  somewhat 
■under  that  of  the  previous  year,  owing  in  great 
measure  to  their  being  fewer  rods  on  the  water,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  there  was  a  good  deal  leas  angling 
than  during  the  previous  year.  We  have  no  authoritative 
statement  of  the  number  killed,  but  we  should  imagine 
that  we  are  not  far  off  the  mark  if  we  put  it  at  from 
160  to  180.  The  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  got  weighed 
301b.,  two  of  these  were  got,  one  of  them  by  the  Hon. 
Miss  Guest.  Last  year’s  total  was  260  fish — 208  salmon, 
46  grilse,  and  six  sea  trout,  while  in  1890  the  kill  was, 
we  believe,  between  thirty  and  forty  fish. 

Ednam  House.  — This,  as  nice  a  stretch  as  any 
disciple  could  wish,  did  fairly  well  for  the  time  it  was 
fished,  the  boats  not  being  put  on  until  the  autumn 
months,  and  the  lessee,  Mr.  Drummond,  being  in  delicate 
health,  did  not  fish  it  during  the  spring,  while  it  was 
fished  very  little  during  September.  Viscount  Comber- 
mere,  Mr.  Cumming,  and  Major  Wilson,  during  the 
season,  caught  amongst  them  69  fish,  the  majority  of 
these  being  taken  by  Mr.  Cumming.  The  latter  gentle¬ 
man  had  the  largest  fish  of  the  season  on  this  water — a 
very  handsome  one  cf  431b.,  and  the  best  day  was  also 
got  by  this  angler,  who  had  eight  good  fish  to  his  credit 
on  Nov.  12 ;  while  on  the  6th  Major  Wilson  had  six  fish. 
Three  of  over  301b.  were  also  got  during  the  season.  In 
1891  the  take  was  between  fifty  and  sixty,  and  in  1890 
twenty  fish. 

Hendersyde  Water. — This  excellent  stretch  w'as  not 
fished  so  heavily  as  in  some  previous  years,  and  therefore 
to  this  fact  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  the  falling  off,  in 
point  of  numbers,  from  the  previous  year.  The  total  catch 
was  161  fish,  made  up  of  131  salmon,  weighing  24311b., 
and  thirty  grilse,  weighing  2381b.  The  heaviest  fish  was 
341b.,  got  by  Mr.  Turner  Farley,  and  the  best  day  pro¬ 
duced  twelve  fish  (2101b.)  to  the  rod  of  the  proprietor. 
Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  Bart.,  and  these  were 
caught  on  Nov.  28.  There  were  also  four  fish  got  of  over 
301b.  The  best  flies  were  the  Wilkinson,  Greenwell,  and 
Jock  Scott.  In  1891  the  total  was  210  fish — 150  salmon, 
and  58  grilse  ;  in  1890,  eighty-one  fish,  which  was  the 
worst  season  for  twenty  years. 

Spruuston. — Another  famous  stronghold  of  the 
salmon,  leased  hy  Col.  Trotter  and  Sir  George 
Warrender.  On  this  water  sport  was  also  capital 
during  the  season,  the  total  kill  being  144  salmon  and 
seventeen  grilse ;  the  weight  of  the  salmon  being 
22441b.  (average  a  little  over  151b.),  and  that  of  the 
grilse,  1101b.  'The  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  was  killed 
by  Miss  Warrender,  on  Oct.  17,  its  weight  being  361b. ; 
on  Oct.  31  the  same  fair  angler  had  one  of  331b.,  while 
she  also  had  the  best  take  of  the  season  for  one  day, 
when  ten  fish  fell  to  her  rod.  On  this  water,  on  > 


Nov.  23,  Lord  Strathallan  had  seven  fis'n,  the  heaviest 
241h.,  and  on  Nov.  9,  Col.  Trotter  had  five,  heaviest 
271b.  On  Nov.  2,  Col.  Trotter  had  a  321b.  fish.  The 
best  taking  flies  were  the  Wilkin.aon,  Jock  iScott,  Blue 
Doctor,  Silver  Grey,  Burrell,  and  Dandy.  In  1891,  the 
total  take  was  150,  and  in  1890,  between  thirty  and  forty. 
Last  season’s  takes  were  got  between  Sept.  6  and  Nov.  30. 

Birgham. — This  is  one  of  the  grandest  sport-producing 
salmon  lairs  on  the  whole  river,  and  is  yearly  fished  by 
Lord  Home  (the  proprietor)  and  his  friends.  The  con¬ 
stant  succession  of  small  floods  had  a  most  injurious 
effect  on  this  stretch,  as  it  kept,  the  fish  alwass  on  the 
move,  and  in  a  state  of  unrest,  and  in  the  month  of 
September  only  sixteen  fish  were  got.  The  total  catch 
up  to  the  end  of  the  season,  however,  282  fish — 235 
salmon,  and  forty-seven  grilse,  being  short  of  last  year 
by  sixty-seven  salmon  and  sixty  grilse.  The  heaviest 
fish  got  was  the  51Jlb.  salmon  killed  by  Col.  the  Hon. 
William  Home,  on  Nov.  19,  its  length  being  52m., 
and  girth  28in.  On  two  other  occasions  the  gallant 
colonel  had  six  fish  to  his  own  rod,  and  the  best  day 
for  one  rod  produced  seven.  In  1891,  the  total  take  was 
409,  made  up  of  302  salmon,  and  107  grilse.  Of  the 
fishing  in  1890  we  have  no  record. 

Carham  Water. — On  this  water,  the  Messrs.  Gilhey 
and  their  friends  had  a  very  successful  season,  killing, 
we  believe,  close  on  200  salmon  and  grilse.  The  heaviest 
fish  got  was  one  of  421b.,  killed  by  Mr.  A.  N.  Gilbey — a 
bright,  magnificent  kipper,  measuring  47iin  in  length, 
and  2.^in.  in  girth.  The  best  day  (Nov.  8)  produced 
twenty-four  fish,  weighing  4431b.  ;  sixteen  of  these  fish 
falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  A.  N.  Gilbey.  In  1891,  the 
total  catch  was  227 ;  but  we  have  no  record  of  1890  ;  but 
in  1835,  349  fish  were  got.  The  fishing  was  from  Sept.  5 
to  the  end  of  the  season. 

Lees  IFafer.-— Colonel  Biden,  the  lessee  of  as  pretty  a 
little  stretch  of  salmon  angling  water  as  can  be  seen, 
was  fairly  successful  during  the  season,  and  he  was  also 
amongst  the  fortunate  anglers  whose  proud  boast  it  was 
to  have  killed  one  of  the  large  salmon  of  the  season. 
During  the  second  week  of  November,  he  had  his  best  day 
(Nov.  7),  killing  nine  fish  (six  salmon  and  three  grilse), 
amongst  the  former  being  a  very  fine  fish  of  431b. ;  its 
length  being  44in.,  and  26in.  in  g  rth,  and  was  taken 
with  a  white-wing  fly.  His  total  take  would,  we  under¬ 
stand  (but  this  is  not  authenticated),  be  about  ninety 
fish.  In  1891,  the  gallant  colonel  had  131,  seventy- four 
salmon  and  fifty-seven  grilse  ;  we  have  no  record,  how¬ 
ever,  of  1890. 

On  that  part  of  the  Lees  water  leased  by  Mr.  Kidston, 
Mr.  H.  G.  Prior,  on  Nov.  26,  killed  a  kipper  salmon  of 
441b.  with  a  Black  Ranger  fly,  of  medium  size.  Its 
measurements  were  :  length,  47in.  ;  girth.  26in. 

On  the  upper  waters,  such  as  Pavilion,  Mertoun  (upper 
and  lower),  Dryburgh,  Bemersjde,  and  others,  tne  sport 
got  was  also  gratifying,  and  on  the  former  water,  on 
Oct.  22,  Mr.  C.  Henry  had  a  fish  of  39Jlb.,  40in.  long 
and  25Jin.  in  girth. 

The  Teviot.— This  river  fished  fairly  well;  but  few 
fish  were  got  during  the  spring  or  summer  months. 
During  the  back-end  season,  however,  there  were  a  good 
supply  of  salmon  in  the  various  casts,  and  we  think  wa 
are  not  far  off  the  mark  in  stating  that  from  fifty  to 
sixty  salmon  and  grilse  were  killed  up  to  the  close  of  the 
season — the  moat  fortunate  anglers  being  Mr.  A. 
Elliot,  Caverton,  Mr.  Lamb,  engineerj^  Kelso ;  Mr. 
Richard  Ormiston,  Haybank  House,  Kelso;  Mr.  G. 
Thompson,  Ford  Cottage,  Kelso  ;  Mr.  John  Smith,  Max¬ 
well-place,  Kelso,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Plummer,  Kelso. 

A  List  of  Large  Salmon  Killed  on  Tweed 
During  1392. 


Asolee’s  Name. 

■Water  where  Killed. 

Lb. 

Hon.  Col.  Wm.  Home  ... 

Birgham  . 

5U 

Mr.  H.  G.  Prior  . 

Lees  (Mr.  Kedston’s)... 

44 

43 

Ednam  House . 

43 

Mr.  A.  N.  Gilbey  . 

Carham . 

42 

Mr.  C.  Henry  . 

Pavilion . 

39,^ 

Col.  Murray . 

Floors  (upper) . 

39 

Col.  Henry  . 

Pavilion . 

3Si 

Mr.  Turner  Parley . 

Hendersyde . 

34 

Miss  Vickars  . 

Rutherford  . 

36 

Miss  Warrender . 

Sprouston . 

36 

Mr.  Parquhar  . 

Mertoun  . 

36 

Mr.  Gilbey  . . 

Carham  . 

35 

Professor  Armandale  . 

Birgham  . 

34 

Mr.  Wilson  . 

Floors . 

33 

Miss  Warrender . 

Sprouston  . 

33 

Floors  . 

33 

Floors  . 

32 

Sir  Richard  W.  Griffith... 

Hendersyde  . 

32 

Col.  Trotter . 

Sprouston . 

32 

Col.  Home . 

Birgham  . 

32 

Ednam  House  . 

32 

Major  Hunter  . 

Birgham . . 

32 

Col.  Biden . 

Lees  . 

32 

Mr.  G.  Farquhar  . 

Mertoun . 

32 

Late  Duke  of  Roxburghe 

Floors  . 

32 

31 

Mr.  Senior  . 

Carham  . 

31 

30 

Lord  Alex.  Paget  . 

Birgham . 

30 

Major  Wilson  . 

Carham  . 

30 

Mr.  G.  Farquhar . 

Mertoun . 

30 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell . 

Bemersyde  . 

30 

Hon.  Miss  Guest . 

Makerstoun  . 

30 

Late  Duke  of  Roxbui-ghe 

Floors  (2)  . 

30 

Mr.  Wright  (Sproustcn) 

Makerstoun  . 

30 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  1,  1893 


THE  THAMES  COXSEKVATOES  AND  THE 
FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 

An  important  special  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association,  supported  by 
the  local  angling  clubs,  was  held  on  Saturday  evening, 
at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Mr.  Alfred  Hurley,  V.P., 
in  the  chair,  to  consider  the  revised  draft  of  fishery 
bye-laws  just  issued  by  the  Thames  Conservators.  The 
matter  having  been  exhaustively  discussed,  the  following 
resolutions  were  unanimously  carried ; — 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  V.P.,  seconded 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Lindars — *’  That  the  hon.  secretary  do 
advise  the  Thames  Conservancy  that  this  committee 
adheres  to  its  resolution  of  the  2nd  January,  and  that 
if  the  draft  fishery  bye-laws  are  advertised  in  their 
present  form  they  will  feel  it  their  duty  to  petition  the 
Privy  Council  to  amend  the  same  in  agreement  with  the 
said  resolution.” 

Moved  by  Mr.  Walkord  Ridley,  V.P.,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Wm.  Ferguson.  “That  Messrs.  A.  Hurley,  C. 
H.  Cook,  F.  Brown,  H.  Creed,  and  A.  C.  Butler  be 
appointed  a  sub-committee  to  draft  and  present  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  the  Privy  Council,  should  such  a  step  be  rendered 
necessary  by  the  action  of  the  conservators,  and  to  take 
snch  other  steps  as  may  in  their  opinion  be  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  foregoing  resolution.” 

Moved  by  the  Chairman,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  W. 
Collins,  “  It  being  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that 
the  legislature  clearly  intended,  in  the  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy  Acts  of  1804  and  1866,  to  prohibit  netting  in  the 
upper  river,  whether  claimed  as  private  or  not,  his 
Worship  the  Mayor  of  Reading  be  respectfully  desired 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  of  the  Upper 
Thames  Association  on  Thursday  next  to  the  proposed 
new  fishery  bye-laws,  and  to  express  on  behalf  of  this 
association  the  opinion  that  in  the  interest  of  owners  of 
fisheries,  and  of  the  public  equally,  no  netting  or  night- 
lineing  should  be  permitted.  Also  that  his  worship  be 
requested  to  move  a  resolution  at  such  meeting  pledging 
the  committee  to  support  the  views  herein  expressed.” 

Moved  by  Mr.  W.  Bonny,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  J. 
SiM8  :  “  That  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  and  the  other 
representatives  of  the  City  Corporation  on  the  Conser¬ 
vancy  Board  be  requested  to  support  the  position  taken 
in  the  matter  of  the  new  bye-laws  by  this  and  the 
kindred  associations  which  have  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  the  Thames  fishery  under  their  care.” 

[The  resolution  of  January  2  referred  to  in  the  first  of 
the  foregoing  resolutions  has  already  been  printed  in 
the  local  and  sporting  press.  The  points  asked  for  are 
improvements  in  the  legal  sizes  of  fish,  improvements  in 
the  fence  months,  the  regulation  of  the  speed  of  steam 
launches  during  the  breeding  season,  the  abolition  of 
netting  and  the  laying  of  night-lines,  the  inclusion  of 
creeks,  backwaters,  and  flooded  meadows  in  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  the  words  “River  Thames”  as  applied  to 
offences,  and  other  points  of  great  importance  to  the 
fisheries  not  conceded  in  the  new  draft.  The  Reading 
.^sociation  are  already  promised  support  in  very 
influential  quarters,  and  a  great  representative  meeting 
of  preservation  associations  and  angling  clubs  will 
shortly  be  held  on  the  subject  in  London.] 


Conviction  of  Border  Salmon  Poachers. — In  the 
Dumfries  Sheriff  Court  on  Friday  week,  a  large  number 
of  Border  salmon  poachers  appeared  before  Sheriff 
Campion,  to  answer  charges  against  them  for  gaffing 
fish  out  of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Annan  and  Esk. 
The  fines  of  twelve  of  the  poachers  amounted  to 
£U  10s.  6d. 

Fifth  Annual  Angling  Competition,  in  Aid  of 
the  Funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society, 
and  Convalescent  Home  Funds.-~I  have  much 
pleasure  in  announcing  that  Mr.  W.  Emden,  of  the 
L.C.C.,  has  kindly  offered  a  prize:  the  Izaak  Walton, 
lOa.  6d.  for  a  prize  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Mereham,  of  the  same 
society,  a  winch.  The  committee  will  meet  on  Friday 
next,  at  the  Foresters’  Hall,  at  9.30.  Mr.  Harris 
(of  the  Prince  Arthur),  was  added  to  the  committee.— 
S.  Malby,  sec. 


Astonishing  Growth  of  King  Carp.— Fish  taken 
from  monster  king  carp  of  201b.  to  301b.  in  May  last 
are  now  up  to  Tin.  long,  whilst  fish  spawned  in  May 
’91,  i.e.,  1  year  9  months  ago,  run  up  to  41b.  and  over, 
i.e.,  a  record  of  above  21b.  per  annum  for  the  first  two 
years.  Later  on,  with  plenty  of  food,  this  fish  grows 
almost  as  fast  again,  so  that  in  four  or  five  years  they 
weigh  between  101b.  and  l.'ilb.,  or  even  more.  On  the 
Continent  they  are  grown  specially  for  eating,  and  are 
said  to  be  quite  delicious.  This  statement  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  verify. — Thomas  Ford. 


“Imperial”  SilverCup Competition. —There  wen 
only  four  shows  of  fish  registered  at  the  Imperial,  South 
wark-street,  S.E. :  Messrs.  J.  Osborne,  R.  H.  Morris 
A.  Richards,  and  A.  Dejonge.  Result  to  date ;  Mr 
J.  W.  Biggs  (Funny  Folks),  Feb.  19,  170,  total  numbei 
of  points,  170.  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris  (Battersea  Friendly) 
Feb.  19,  128 ;  Feb.  26,  14—142.  Mr.  J.  Osborne  (Mild 
may  A.S.),  Feb.  19,  79;  Feb.  26,  44—123.  Mr.  A 
Richards  (Burton  Piscatorials),  Feb.  19,  88;  Feb.  26 
11—99.  Mr.  G.  W.  Marsh  (Dalston),  Feb.  19,  58—58, 
Mr.  G.  Lang  (St.  George’s),  Feb.  19,  39—39.  Mr.  A 
Dejonge  (Battersea  Friendly),  Feb.  19,  32  ;  Feb.  26,  3— 
35.  Mr.  W.  Gordon  (AVellington),  Feb.  19,  29—29 
Mr.  J.  Edwards  (Dalston),  Feb.  19,  15—15.  Mr.  Jas. 
Smith  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  Feb.  19,  12—12.  Mr  S 
mil  (Funny  Folks),  Feb.  19,  7—7.  Mr.  J.  Shelton 
(Blackfnars)  Feb.  19,  6—6.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  (Black- 
fnars),  Feb.  19,  6-6.  Mr.  J.  R.  Wigley  (Rodney), 
Feb.  19,  4— 4.— John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 


J^rov^nc^al  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  L^nited  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  Feb.  22,  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  Smithfield.  The  attendance  was  all  that  could 
be  desired,  as  the  whole  of  the  clubs  were  represented, 
together  with  the  Dudley  and  West  Bromwich  repre¬ 
sentatives.  The  menu  was  of  the  best  possible  descrip¬ 
tion,  and  was  put  upon  the  table  in  capital  style  by  host 
Thurstan.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  Letters  of  apology  for  non- 
attendance  were  read  from  Councillor  S.  Allcock  (Red- 
ditch),  F.  Denning  (L.N.W.R.  Co.),  and  E.  Murphy 
(G.W.R.  Co.),  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall.  The  loyal  toasts 
having  been  honoured,  the  vice-chairman  proposed 
“Our  Associations,”  which  was  responded  to  by  the 
chairman,  who  said  that  it  had  been  the  sixth  time  he 
had  had  the  pleasure  of  responding  to  the  toast,  but 
upon  no  other  occasion  had  it  been  more  warmly 
received.  Both  the  associations  to  which  he  had  the 
honour  of  presiding  over  had  made  great  and  rapid 
progress  during  the  past  year,  and  he  was  pleased  to 
say  that  the  provincial  association  had  sent  a  deputa¬ 
tion  to  the  Warrington  Association,  and  the  Warring¬ 
ton  anglers  were  so  pleased  from  what  they  heard  from 
the  deputation  that  they  had  decided  to  join  the  Asso¬ 
ciation.  (Applause).  —  Mr.  C.  White  proposed  the 
“  Railway  Companies,”  and  said  that  he  much  regretted 
the  absence  of  the  representatives  of  the  companies  : 
but,  still,  the  relationship  of  the  association  with  the 
railway  companies  was  one  of  the  best  possible  descrip 
tion.  The  Birmingham  anglers  had  nearly  all  they 
required  in  the  way  of  station  on  the  travelling  cards, 
and  next  year  he  would  use  his  best  endeavours  to 
obtain  the  privilege  for  the  members  to  book  on  the 
Midland  Railway  from  the  Five  Ways  and  Sattley 
Stations.  (Applause).— Mr.  T.  Coles  responded,  and 
said  that  he  hoped  at  the  next  gathering  to  see  the 
whole  of  the  railway  officials  present,  and  hoped  that 
the  same  good  wishes  of  the  companies  would  be  as 
marked  in  the  future  as  in  the  past.  “  Kindred  Associa¬ 
tions  ”  was  proposed  in  a  few  brief  words  by  Mr.  C. 
Cottrell,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  Allen.  The  toast 
of  the  Press  ”  was  given  by  Mr.  C.  Allender,  and 
responded  to  by  Mr.  R.  Holding  ;  and  last,  though  not 
least,  that  of  the  “  Host  and  Iloste.ss,”  which  was  pro¬ 
posed  in  suitable  terms  by  Mr.  J.  Mack,  and  responded 
to  by  Mr.  J.  Thurstan.  This  concluded  the  toast  list, 
which  was  in  every  way  as  brief  as  possible,  as  the 
Birmingham  anglers  have  of  late  years  decided  to  go  in 
at  their  annual  dinner  for  enjoyment  rather  than  listen¬ 
ing  to  a  number  of  speeches.  A  first-class  programme 
of  songs  was  contributed  by  Messrs.  J.  H.  Cruise,  J. 
AVatton,  W.  Bates,  W.  Dunn,  J.  Laws,  and  H.  Yardley. 
W.  Wilkins  presided  at  the  piano. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’  Bene¬ 
volent  Society  was  held  on  Friday  evening,  Feb.  24,  at  the 
headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  AVhite 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  A  death  claim  was  made  by 
the  relative  of  a  member  of  the  Bird-in-Hand  Society, 
and  disbursed  ;  after  which,  three  other  claims  were 
considered,  and  assistance  given  in  each  case  ;  after 
which  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  special  general  meeting 
on  the  last  Friday  in  June.  The  reports  from  the 
divisional  committees  were  better  than  have  been  lately 
received.  They  went  to  show  that  twelve  clubs  had 
been  visited  during  the  last  month,  and  that  a  good 
number  of  new  members  had  been  made  ;  this  was  very 
encouraging,  and  the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting  was 
accorded  to  the  various  committees  for  their  labours.  A 
second  donation  of  10s.  was  given  by  Mr.  Waterhouse, 
of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
meeting  was  given  to  that  gentleman  for  his  generosity. 
A  resignation  haying  occurred,  the  Alliance  club  was 
proposed  to  be  visited,  in  order  that  they  might  appoint 
a  member  to  fill  the  vacancy.  ’This  concluded  the 
business  of  the  meeting. 

The  Bose  and  Crown  fish  their  bye  contest  at  Croxall, 
on  March  5.  This  club  has,  as  usual,  some  very  good 
prizes  to  be  competed  for,  the  chief  amongst  which  is, 
the  prize  given  by  Mr.  H.  Hodgets,  the  host  of  the  club¬ 
house.  Tliis  prize  consists  of  a  large  marble  timepiece, 
and  bronze  ornaments  to  match  ;  the  other  prizes,  about 
twelve  in  number,  have  been  subscribed  for  by  the 
members. 

The  St.  George’s  also  hold  their  bye  contest  on  the 
same  date  as  the  above  at  Tamworth,  in  the  River 
Anker.  The  contest  will  be  fished  under  the  club  rules, 
no  fish  under  2oz.  to  weigh  ;  duration  of  contest  to  be 
settled  on  the  ground  :  prizes  distributed  on  March  13. 
Train  for  Croxall  and  Tamworth,  7.20,  New-street.  Mid¬ 
land. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  March  9,  at  the 
Birmingham  Arms,  Shnithfield.  Chair  taken  at  8.15 
prompt.  _ 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  has  been  but  iittle  doing  amongst  the  bream 
and  roach,  and  unless  we  have  a  most  marked  change 
the  coarse  fish  season  seems  doomed  to  close  under  most 
gloomy  conditions.  Many  things,  however,  may  happen 
in  a  fortnight,  and  we  will  hope  for  the  best. 

The  weather  is  quite  unsuitable  for  fly-fishing,  though 
there  is  every  day  some  sort  of  “  batch  out.”  AVith  the 


trout  not  yet  ready  and  the  grayling  past,  the  best  club 
waters  are,  of  course,  not  being  fished,  though  in  a  few 
of  the  open  waters  some  trout  have  been  taken  with 
worm.  'Where  there  is  a  bit  of  open  water,  or  water 
leased  by  a  non-exclusive  club,  anglers  benefit  by  the 
stocking,  especially  with  Loch  Leveners,  done  by 
wealthier  clubs.  This  particularly  applies  to  the 
Derwent,  and  the  Cromford  and  Matlock  Angling 
Association  must  annually  lose  a  great  many  fish  with 
corresponding  advantage  to  the  Duifield  and  other  clubs, 
whose  water  is  further  down  the  stream.  This  seems 
one  of  the  principal  objections  to  Loch  Leven  trout, 
their  tendency  to  descend,  and  I  feel  assured  that  the 
so-called  sea-trout,  occasionally  taken  in  the  Derwent 
below  Derby,  and  what  is,  I  think,  called  the  silver 
trout  of  Trent,  are  nothing  more  or  less  than  Loch 
Leveners,  which  have  dropped  down  and  grown  fat  and 
lusty  on  the  small  fry.  So  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  no 
sea-trout  were  last  year  taken  in  the  salmon  nets  in  the 
Trent,  a  fact  which  seems  to  bear  out  my  view.  It  may 
be  questioned,  too,  if  one  purely  local  angler  in  a 
hundred  would  know  a  sea-trout  if  he  saw  one. 

Salmon  are  now  running  up  the  Trent  in  fair  numbers, 
and  some  of  them  are  said  to  be  very  heavy  fish,  up  to 
301b.,  but  personally  I  have,  as  yet,  seen  none.  They 
are  principally,  at  present,  in  the  Shardlow  and  King’s 
Mills  reaches.  The  floods  are  an  immense  advantage,  so 
far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  as  the  net  fishers  are  never 
so  successful  when  there  is  plenty  of  water  for  the  fish 
to  push  on.  I  feel  assured  that,  when  once  the  weather 
and  water  become  suitable,  there  wil  be  some  better 
salmon  fishing  than  has  been  obtained  for  some  years. 
The  sale  of  licences,  due  no  doubt  to  last  year's  poor 
results,  has,  up  to  this  point,  however,  been  far  from 
sitisfactory.  To  some  extent  this  may  also  be  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  AVellington  Club  has  obtained  a  lease 
of  the  Shardlow  reach,  which  contains  what  is  generally 
regarded  as  the  best  part  of  the  Trent  for  salmon. 
The  members  of  the  AVellington  Club,  I  hear  on  reliable 
authority,  are  far  from  being  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  the  club  has  made  a  wise  move  in  leasing  the 
Sharlljw  reach,  under  the  terms  and  conditions  under 
which  it  has  been  taken.  The  salmon  fishing  has  been 
reserved  by  the  lessor,  and  this  fact  must,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  lead  to  complications.  Suppose  a  member  of 
the  AVellington  has  baited  a  barbel  swim,  and  a  holder 
of  a  ticket  for  salmon,  &o.,  over  the  AVeston  and  Shard¬ 
low  reach  comes  fishing  salmon  with  worm,  as  there  is 
nothing  essentially  different  in  the  actual  mode  of 
fishing — apart  from  the  previous  baiting — which  is  to 
give  way  ?  These  and  similar  complications  are  sure  to 
arise,  and  many  of  the  members  are  far  from  satisfied 
with  the  half-and-half  conditions. 

AVith  regard  to  the  recent  prosecutions  undertaken 
by  the  Nottingham  Angling  Association,  with  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  the  'Trent  Board,  a  writer  in  the  2iot- 
tingham  Daily  Guardiayi,  signing  himself  “  A  Ccmmon- 
sense  Member,”  has  raised  a  doleful  plaint  over  the 
injustice  and  harshnesof  the  prosecutions  on  the  ground 
that  they  press  too  heavily  on  these  ‘‘poor  bait- 
catchers  ”  !  'This  is  “  coming  it  pretty  strong  ”  !  If 
they  were  bait-catchers — poor  but  honest — why  do  they 
choose  darkness  for  their  operations,  the  fatal  one  hour 
after  sunset  period,  and  so  bring  themselves  within  the 
scope  of  the  bye-law  i-  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  few  of  the 
leading  tackle  dealers,  &c.,  in  Notts  and  Derbyshire 
are  allowed  the  privilege  of  taking  bait  by  nets,  but 
the  majority  of  them  employ  men  for  the  purpose,  who 
angle  with  rod  and  line  mostly  in  the  canals.  These 
men  are  all  well-known  and  are,  as  a  class,  to  be  relied 
upon.  The  taking  of  fish  daring  prohibited  hours  by 
netting  is  no  part  of  their  custom  or  business ;  if  it 
were  it  would  speedily  be  put  down  by  prosecutions 
being  instituted.  'The  law  has  nothing  to  do  with 
motives ;  it  simply  vindicates  its  own  violation  by  punish¬ 
ing  offenders.  The  same  writer  accuses  the  association 
of  employing  a  private  detective  to  do  the  work  the 
board  should  do.  This  is  not  so,  but  if  it  were,  all  the 
more  honour  to  the  association.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  police  are  now  very  active  in  looking  out  for 
offenders,  and,  moreover,  the  members  of  the  Nottingham 
Association  have,  as  the  secretary  in  a  sensible  letter 
to  the  same  paper  remarks,  opportunities  of  looking 
over  parts  of  the  water  unknown  to  the  inspectors  of 
the  board,  who  are  too  well-known  to  the  fraternity. 
No  matter  what  the  method,  the  end  the  association 
has  in  view,  should  commend  itself  to  all  local  anglers. 
Practical  assistance  and  sympathy  to  assist  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  this  end  is  a  more  noble  ambition  than  indulging 
in  cheap  sentiment  oh  behalf  of  an  ill-conditioned  class. 

Recently  I  mentioned  having  been  present  at  the  net¬ 
ting  of  a  small  lake  in  Derbyshire,  with  a  view  to  re¬ 
moving  the  coarse  fish  and  stocking  it  with  trout.  How 
unsuccessful  our  efforts  were  maybe  gathered  from  the 
fact  that  one  short  draw  a  day  or  two  after  the  occasion 
mentioned,  resulted,  without  the  net  being  taken  ashore, 
in  the  capture  of  105  pike,  from  lljlb.  down  to  lib., 
2owt.  of  roach,  5  perch,  one  and  a  half  farm  cart-loads 
of  bream,  from  41b.  downwards,  thirty  between  41b.  and 
51b.,  nine  tench  from  3ilb.  down  to  2Jlb.,  and  forty-seven 
carp  from  141b.  down  to  71b.  I  have  little  doubt  but 
that  the  number  of  fish  in  the  pond  is  comparatively 
undiminished.  Next  week  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record 
the  capture  of  the  first  salmon  of  the  year. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Alternate  days  of  rain  and  sunshine  have  characterised 
the  weather  in  the  Fen  district  this  week,  and  anglers 
have  entered  upon  the  last  stage  of  the  fishing  season 
with  anything  but  favourable  conditions.  Towards  the 
end  of  last  week  the  rivers  and  drains  were  still  in 
heavy  flood,  consequent  upon  the  heavy  rainfall  of  the 
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previous  few  days,  and  very  little  trolling  was  prac¬ 
ticable.  Again  on  Monday,  the  waters  were  unfishable 
owing  to  Sunday’s  rain.  Under  such  circumstances  it 
is  not  surprising  that  anglers  have  had  very  little  sport 
since  my  last  report  was  despatched.  On  Saturday, 
Messrs.  Winter,  Marsh,  and  Stevinett  were  out  on  the 
Forty-foot,  south  of  Bonington  Bridge,  and  despite  the 
unfavourable  condition  of  the  water,  all  of  them  took 
fish,  the  heaviest  bag  being  secured  by  Mr.  Marsh,  who 
landed  three  pike  weighing  141b.  Mr.  Winter  had  one 
of  61b..  and  two  smaller  ones,  and  Mr.  Stevinett  one 
weighing  41b.  and  another  of  2|lb.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Cooper  had  a  successful  day  further  up  the  river, 
landing,  in  the  course  of  two  hours,  three  fish  scaling 
respectively  5|lb.,  41b.,  and  21b.  On  Wednesday,  I  hear, 
Mr.  Dawson  got  a  brace  near  Swineshead  Bridge, 
weighing  just  over  111b.  the  pair. 

The  reports  from  the  Welland  and  Witham  are  fewer 
this  week  than  usual,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  unfavour¬ 
able  weather  recently  experienced.  Those  to  hand 
deserving  notice  are  a  brace  of  pike  of  151b.  by  Mr. 
Henery,  near  Stamford  ;  one  of  81b.  from  the  Vernatt’s 
Drain,  at  Snrfleet,  by  Mr.  Hall,  on  the  25th  ;  three  from 
the  Stanch,  at  Bardney,  by  Mr.  Brown,  averaging  41b. 
apiece  ;  and  two  by  Mr.  Colman  from  the  Witham.  at 
Tattershall.  one  of  which  turned  the  scale  at  91b.  These 
are  the  best,  in  fact,  about  the  only  reports  received  this 
week.  _ 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  wet  weather  has  continued  throughout  another 
week,  and  the  rivers  in  some  places  are  in  a  state  of 
flood.  The  incessant  rain  has  also  kept  very  many  from 
the  riverside. 

From  the  Itchin  a  few  good  fish  have  been  taken — the 
best  close  upon  91b.,  a  good  specimen. 

Three  trout  in  good  condition  were  landed  from  the 
river,  near  the  bridge,  at  Winchester,  on  Thursday  last, 
bv  a  city  angler.  They  appeared  to  scale  upwards  of 
4ilb. 

I  noticed  an  angler  busy  whipping  the  stream  in  the 
same  place  on  Saturday,  but  he  obtained  nothing  w'orth 
recording. 

The  St.  Cross  waters  are  partially  flooded,  and  angling 
is  difficult.  I  have  lately  heard  that  there  are  some  big 
pike  in  this  locality,  and  that  netting  is  to  be  com¬ 
menced  almost  directly,  as  several  have  recently  got 
awaj'. 

The  salmon  fishing  at  Ringwood  is  somewhat  backward 
— especially  in  comparison  with  the  same  time  last  year, 
when  some  big  ’nns  were  grassed.  The  best  fish  caught 
here  since  the  14th,  was  a  nice  specimen  of  21.Vlb., 
which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  H.  Winton,  last  week. 

Apropos  of  the  big  Christchurch  salmon,  it  is  stated 
that  the  only  salmon  served  at  the  Queen’s  table  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season  is  taken  from  the  Christchurch 
waters.  George  IV.  always  thought  the  fish  from  this 
locality  better  than  any  other. 

The  portrait  of  the  genial  Dean  of  Winchester  in  last 
week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  has  given  general  satisfaction. 
There  is  considerable  talk  of  the  old  gentleman  being 
preferred  for  a  bishopric  in  the  Eastern  counties. 

In  the  city  of  Winchester  the  only  stretch  of  free 
water  of  any  use  to  anglers  is  that  near  the  bridge. 
Here  the  stream  is  fast  running,  and  many  a  good  trout 
has  been  taken.  _ 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  weather  during  the  early  part  of  this  week  has 
been  more  suggestive  of  skates  and  curling  than  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  “  contemplative  art.”  Sunday  was  a  period 
of  sleet  and  snow,  all  the  lake  mountains  presenting  a 
most  winterly  aspect  the  following  morning  in  their  garb 
cf  white.  This  was  followed  by  a  fall  of  the  thermome¬ 
ter,  seven  and  fifteen  degrees  of  frost  being  recorded  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  respectively.  Even  should  a  thaw 
set  in — of  which  there  seems  a  likelihood  at  the  time 
of  writing — little  angling  will  be  done  this  week,  as 
our  rivers  would  be  largely  made  up  of  “snow-broth,” 
an  undesirable  condition  for  successful  sport.  The  Kent 
Angling  Association  have  this  week  been  enabled,  thanks 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Fishery  Board,  to  put  on  an  addi¬ 
tional  watcher,  who  will  devote  his  time  mainly  to  the 
Kent  and  its  tributaries. 

As  an  outcome  of  the  exposures  of  “  snatching’’  and 
other  illegal  measures  adopted  in  many  north-country 
rivers  for  the  taking  of  salmon,  contained  in  recent 
numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  other  papers 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  anglers,  a  large  meeting  of 
West  Cumberland  fishermen  was  held  at  Cockermouth 
on  Friday  last.  Mr.  C.  Mayson  presided,  and  con¬ 
gratulated  those  present  on  the  prospect  of  having 
“decent  and  respectable”  fishing  in  the  future, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  the  result  of  that  meeting. 
He  was  very  fond  of  fishing,  but  last  year  he 
was  so  disgusted  with  the  people  who  went  to  catch 
fish  by  any  possible  means,  that  he  had  put  his  rods 
away,  as  he  could  not  feel  it  was  respectable  to  go  to  the 
river  where  such  practices  obtained.  He  hoped  all  those 
present  would  do  what  they  could  to  make  fishing 
honest,  as  they  had  some  of  the  finest  salmon  rivers  in 
the  country.  After  a  vigorous  and  outspoken  speech, 
the  chairman  proposed  that  they  form  an  angling  asso¬ 
ciation,  which  was  the  object  for  which  that  gathering 
had  been  called.  An  amendment  was  made  that  an 
association  be  not  formed,  upon  which  Mr.  Mayson 
declared  that  it  was  their  determination  to  have  one, 
and  he  invited  the  last  speaker  as  well  as  others  to  join 
them.  Other  gentlemen  followed  in  the  same  spirit ; 
and  Mr.  H.  P.  Senhouse,  a  riparian  owner,  said  he  was 


always  glad  to  give  leave  to  anyone  to  fish  on  his  land, 
but  if  in  the  future  he  knew  anyone  guilty'  of  unfair 
conduct  he  would  withdraw  his  leave  at  once.  In  the 
end  about  fifty  persons  gave  in  their  names  as  members 
of  the  new  association,  and  a  further  meeting  will  be 
held  to  draw  up  rules  and  appoint  officers. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

An  important  meeting  of  anglers  was  recently  held  in 
Warrington,  and  amongst  other  business  that  of  the 
proposal  to  join  the  provincial  anglers  came  in  for  dis¬ 
cussion,  and  finally  it  was  decided  to  join  the  provincial 
anglers.  Lancashire  has  dealt  largely  with  Birmingham 
in  hardware  for  years,  and  now  it  seems  we  must  go  to 
Birmingham  for  a  travelling  card  when  we  go  for  a  tea¬ 
pot.  As  to  the  number  of  anglers  from  this  county  who 
will  follow  the  lead  of  Warrington,  it  is  hard  to  say, 
but  if  the  price  put  upon  the  entrance  of  one  association 
is  any  guide,  it  is  a  question  if  we  are  not  better  off  as 
we  are.  We  shall  be  better  off  with  our  money  in  the 
hands  of  powerful  railway  companies,  who  pay  wages, 
than  frittering  it  away  on  delegates  :  we  have  had  too 
much  of  delegates  in  the  past,  and  have  too  much  now. 

The  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society  is  to  receive  the 
representatives  of  the  Manchester  district  on  the  16th 
inst.,  this  will  be  the  first  visit  of  the  district  meeting  to 
this  house,  and  without  doubt  the  meeting  will  be  packed 
to  do  honour  to  the  jovial  Peacock.  Perhaps 
no  club  has  made  greater  strides  than  has  this 
one,  the  membership  having  nearly  doubled  itself  in  a 
short  time.  A  great  many  notices  are  given  in  local  and 
other  notes  respecting  the  River  Dane,  and  stating  that 
this  length  and  the  other  length  have  been  secured,  but 
no  one  ever  gets  the  wiser  as  to  how  fishing  can  be 
obtained.  Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  us,  or  is  this 
the  latest  way  of  warning  trespassers  ?  Landlords  are 
’cute  enough  for  anything. 

The  Openshaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton  Angling  Society, 
with  its  characteristic  liberality,  has  decided  to  support 
the  Poynton  Canal  Fishery,  by  taking  a  ticket  for  each 
member  of  the  society.  In  a  week  or  ten  days  the  new 
tickets  for  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  will  be  ready, 
and  the  secretary  will  be  glad  to  receive  offers  of  as¬ 
sistance  in  the  selling  of  the  same. 


FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  scarcity  of  salmon  in  the  Upper  Severn  and  its 
tributaries  is  still  under  discussion,  and  several  letters 
on  the  subject  appear  in  the  local  newspapers.  In  a 
letter  from  Mr.  A.  Mostyn  Owen,  Woodhouse,  Salop, 
w'ho  is  a  conservator  of  the  Dee,  as  well  as  the  Severn, 
attention  is  called  to  some  remarks  contained  in  a  letter 
which  appeared  in  the  Field  of  the  4th  ult.,  under  the 
signature  of  “  C.  P.,”  in  which  the  writer  states  that, 

“  After  tolerably  close  observation  during  the  last  five 
years.”  he  has  beenled  to  the  conclusion  “that  the  ladders 
and  passes  at  the  weirs  on  the  Severn  do  not  fully 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  have  been  con¬ 
structed.”  Mr.  Mostyn  Owen’s  opinion  is  they  are  all 
but  useless,  and  no  one  is  better  qualified  to  judge, 
having  had  a  life-long  experience  in  such  matters.  He 
is  very  candid  on  the  subject,  and  says,  “  I  am  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  the  present  state  of  the  contrivances — 
for  we  cannot  call  them  passes — for  assisting  salmon  to 
get  over  Diglis  Weir  are  quite  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  lamentable  falling  off  in  the  supply  of  salmon  from 
the  Severn  Fisheries.”  To  rectify  this  he  goes  on  to 
say,  “  At  the  south  side  of  Diglis  Wier  there  is  ample 
space  between  where  the  piece  of  timber  is  now  irlaced 
diagonally,  and  the  shore,  to  make  a  perfect  salmon  pass, 
and  it  would  be  so  if  made  with  an  elbow,  so  as  to  elongate 
the  pass,  and  thereby  diminish  the  incline,  which  should 
not  be  steeper  than  one  in  eight,  with  an  entrance  under 
water,  and  below  low  water  mark  near  the  foot  of  the 
weir,  so  as  to  allow  and  entice  the  salmon  to  swim  into 
it  without  jumping,  and  through  each  compartment, 
divided  bj'  suitably  shaped  breaks,  and  out  at  the  top  of 
the  pass  without  being  obliged  to  show  their  top  fins  in 
the  passage.”  He  further  explains  that  such  a  pass 
could  be  constructed  there  at  a  very  small  expense,  and 
if  the  passes  over  the  other  weirs  were  made  more  easy, 
many  more  fish  would  get  up  to  the  spawning  grounds  at 
the  top  of  the  district,  with  the  certain  result  of  a  great 
increase  in  the  supply  of  salmon  over  the  whole  district. 
This  is  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished,  and  which 
all  interested  in  the  fishing  in  the  upper  district  are 
most  anxious  should  come  to  pass  no  pun— and  many 
and  various  are  the  suggestions  made  to  that  end.  The 
writer  of  the  letter  in  the  Field,  suggests  the  putting  up 
of  some  contrivance  to  let  the  salmon  pass  over  the 
weirs,  which  has,  he  says,  been  used  with  success  in 
Hungary,  but  little  accurate  knowledge  is  to  be  found 
respecting  this  contrivance.  The  fact  remains,  all  the 
same,  that  all  up  the  Severn  the  passes  need  great  im¬ 
provement  which,  no  doubt,  is  one  very  good  reason  why, 
during  the  fishing  season,  the  salmon  cannot  ascend  to  the 
upper  districts,  as  the  only  times  they  do  ascend  during 
the  open  season  is  when  the  river  is  flooded,  and  their 
course  is  then  comparatively  clear  of  obstacles,  but 
after  all  said  and  done  it  is  beyond  question  that  the 
chief  cause  of  the  present  scarcity  of  salmon  in  the 
upper  districts  is  that  there  are  so  very  many  engines 
employed  during  the  season  for  their  capture  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Severn,  that  it  is  little  less  than  a  miracle 
for  a  salmon  to  escape  them  all ;  and,  should  they  some¬ 
how  contrive  to  do  so,  they  have  next  to  run  the  gauntlet' 
of  the  deficient  passes  and  the  nets  of  the  fishermen  the 
whole  course  of  the  river,  so  that  it  is  small  matter  of' 
wonder  they  are  so  scarce  in  the  upper  districts. 
Another  suggestion  is  to  increase  the  cost  of  licences  in 


the  lower  waters,  where  all  the  fish  are  taken,  and  which 
might  decrease  the  number  of  engines  spread  for  their 
capture,  and  which  is  the  only  feasible  way  of  increasing 
the  number  of  fish  in  the  upper  waters,  as  it  is  a  matter 
of  yearly  occurrence  that,  as  soon  as  the  close  season 
commences,  and  the  salmon  have  a  clear  course  up  the 
river,  then  they  appear  in  the  upper  districts  in  large 
numbers,  and  this  in  despite  of  pollution,  deficient 
passes,  and  all  the  other  excuses  put  forward 
for  their  scarcity  at  the  time  they  are  moat 
welcome  and  most  valuable  to  the  fishermen  in 
the  top  waters.  Facts  are  stubborn  things,  and 
the  fact  cannot  be  controverted  that  during 
the  past  two  seasons  the  value  of  the  salmon  captured 
in  the  Severn,  and  computed  at  the  average  price  of  Is. 
per  lb.,  amounted  to  .£3.3,150;  but,  unfortunately,  it  is 
not  stated  what  quantity  was  taken  in  each  district,  but 
those  resident  in  the  upper  district  know  too  well  that,  at 
the  rate  of  Is.  per  lb.,  all  they  have  captured  during  -the 
two  past  seasons  would  amount  to  little  more  than  the 
odd  ,£1.50  of  the  above  mentioned  sum,  which  leaves  the 
nice  little  balance  of  £33,000  to  the  share  of  those  lucky 
mortals  who  fish  the  lower  waters.  Further  comment  is 
needless,  but,  as  long  as  the  present  state  of  affairs  is 
allowed  to  continue,  so  long — as  at  present  and  in  the  past 
— all  the  salmon  will  be  bred  in  the  upper  waters  and 
captured  in  the  lower  waters,  and  so  long  will  the  upper 
riparian  owners  lament  over,  and  the  lower  riparian 
owners  rejoice  over,  the  shortcomings  of  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  as  now  constituted. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Not  many  anglers  have  been  out  during  t’ne  past 
week  as  the  weather  has  been  windy  and  wet,  and  the 
barometer  very  low,  and  pike  do  not  feed  well  when  the 
barometer  is  low  or  falling. 

The  only  good  fish  taken  during  the  week  was  one 
of  161b.,  taken  on  Monday  on  private  water.  A  few  bags 
of  small  fish  have  been  taken  in  different  parts  of  the 
county,  but  nothing  worth  recording  for  Norfolk. 

On  'Tuesday  evening  a  very  instructive  and  entertain¬ 
ing  lecture  was  given  at  the  Norwich  Angling  Club  by 
by  Mr.  Arthur  Patteson  of  Yarmouth.  The  lecturer 
discoursed  on  “Rambling  Notes  of  a  Rambling 
Naturalist,”  giving  accounts  of  his  varied  experiences 
as  a  naturalist  and  an  angler,  and  dwelling  at  some 
length  on  curious  facts  connected  with  the  life  history, 
malformations  and  freaks  of  nature,  in  animals,  birds, 
reptiles,  fish,  and  insects.  The  lecture  was  illustrated 
with  thirty  sketches,  some  grotesque  and  some  carefully 
drawn,  representations  of  the  subjects  under  considera¬ 
tion.  Several  gentlemen,  including  Messrs.  B.  B. 
Morgan,  G.  C.  Davies,  and  C.  Daniels,  and  Dr.  Wheeler, 
spoke  on  the  advisability  of  everyone,  anglers  in  par¬ 
ticular,  taking  notes  of  anything  unusual  or  interesting 
that  come  under  their  notice  while  out  in  the  country 
or  on  the  water ;  facts  culled  in  this  way  being  so  much 
more  valuable  to  science  than  mere  theories,  which  have 
afterwards  to  be  proved  by  observation. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  brought  a  very 
successful  gathering  to  a  close. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  E  .iitor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Angling  pursuits  are  still  unusually  quiet  in  our  dis¬ 
trict,  and  on  Wednesday  March  cime  down  upon  us 
like  the  proverbial  roaring  lion.  The  river  has  again 
been  up  and  down  almost  daily,  and  as  the  weather  has 
been  thoroughly  unsettled  very  few  fishermen  have 
ventured  out.  As  regards  making  extended  journeys  to 
any  particular  or  favourite  water,  they  have  been  alto¬ 
gether  out  of  the  question.  At  the  period  of  writing 
the  water  was  certainly  in  fairly  good  condition  for 
bottom  fishing,  but  there  was  no  saying  how  long  it 
would  remain  so,  for  heavy  rain  had  once  more  descended 
during  the  night. 

In  Clifton  Grove  on  Saturday  Mr.  J.  Boyd  bagged 
nine  choice  bream  with  the  worm,  and  another  sub¬ 
scriber  caught  a  very  fine  roach.  On  Monday  other 
subscribers  were  out  but  they  returned  without  securing 
a  single  fish.  At  this  period  the  river  was  running  at 
at  flood  height. 

On  Feb.  19,  at  Shardlow,  two  members,  Mr.  T.  Hunt 
and  Mr.  G.  Lamin,  of  the  Forest  Side  Angling  Society, 
New  Radford,  enjoyed  excellent  sport.  The  day  being 
beautifully  fine  the  fish  feed  well,  and  as  a  result  of 
perseverance  the  two  succeeded  in  making  a  bag  of  181b. 
In  it  was  a  tench,  which,  nowadaj's,  are  rarely  seen  in 
our  neighbourhood.  'The  Shardlow  fishery'  is  now 
rented  by  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society,  but  sub¬ 
scribers  holding  tickets  for  the  season  other  than  from 
Mr.  Wood,  the  lessee,  are  entitled  to  use  them  until  the 
14th  inst. 

In  the  way  of  gossip,  I  hear  that  as  Mr.  R.  Higginson 
has  left  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Inn,  Smithy-row, 
Nottingham,  the  club  held  there  may  possibly  go  to  the 
Poultry  Hotel  near  by.  A  special  meeting  of  the 
members  was  held  on  Monday  night,  at  the  Reindeer 
Hotel,  Wheeler  Gate,  but  as  the  proceedings  were 
private,  it  would  be  bad  taste  on  my  part  to  say  other 
than  what  I  have  been  informed.  The  club,  I  need 
scarcely  mention,  rents  the  waters  of  the  Hon.  G. 
Curzon,  M.P.,  at  Trent  Lock,  and  a  portion  of  those 
belonging  to  Mr.  H.  Harpur  Crewe,  of  Shanklin,  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight. 

Messrs.  Slater  and  Co.,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  have 
sent  out  to  an  English  nobleman  in  India  a  number  of 
their  famous  centre  reels.  They  were,  I  understand, 
made  larger  than  usual,  but  a  friend  of  mine,  who  saw 
them,  assures  me  they  were  splendid  works  of  the 
'  anglers’  art.  The  firm,  I  know,  do  a  large  colonial  trade. 
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I  mneb  repret  to  inform  many  frequenters  of  the  Dove, 
that  Sir  Henry  Every,  of  Ep^inton  Hall,  near  Derby, 
died  there  on  Sunday  last.  The  deceased  was  highly 
respected,  and  was  always  glad  to  give  respectable 
people  a  permit  to  fish  in  his  waters,  which  thread  their 
sinuous  course  through  the  valley  nearly  in  front  of  his 
stately  residence.  I  have  enjoyed  many  a  happy  day  on 
them  in  company  of  Mr.  Wm.  Gillman,  the  able  sub¬ 
editor  of  the  Derby  Daily  Telegraph,  who  will,  I  am 
sure,  pardon  me  when  I  state  that  he  was  born  in 
Eggicton  village. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fiehing  Gazette. 

The  heavy  rains  and  snow  storms  which  we  experienced 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week  have  kept  the  Severn  and 
its  tributaries  at  a  high  level,  rendering  it  impossible  for 
anglers  to  open  the  trout  fishing  in  a  practical  manner. 
The  water  is  now  clearing,  but  contains  a  good  propor¬ 
tion  of  “snow  broth,”  an  element  which  by  no  means 
contributes  to  successful  sport.  As  soon  as  we  are 
favoured  with  a  spell  of  warm  weather  the  trout  should 
be  on  the  move,  and  some  of  the  heaviest  fish  taken 
with  the  minnow.  Salmon  anglers  should  hold  them- 
Belves  in  readiness  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  wetting  their  lines,  as  reports  from  various 
localities  in  the  upper  Severn  go  to  prove  that  there  is  a 
much  stronger  run  of  fish  than  usual — a  fact  which  is 
due  to  the  high  level  which  the  river  has  so  long  main¬ 
tained. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Shrewsbury  Severn 
Angling  Society  have  decided  to  abandon  the  unprofit¬ 
able  weir  at  Shrawardine.  which  they  have  tor  the  last 
year  or  two  leased  from  J.  E.  Leverne,  Esq.  The  experi¬ 
ment  of  acquiring  the  fishing  rights  at  this  place  was 
undoubtedly  worth  a  trial,  and  might  have  proved  a 
successful  investment  if  the  society  could  have  obtained 
the  services  of  an  experienced  and  thoroughly  reliable 
man  to  work  it,  but,  unfortunately,  their  hopes 
were  disappointed.  Moreover,  the  distance  from 
Shrewsbury  to  the  weir  was  so  great,  and  the  situation 
BO  inconvenient,  that  few  of  the  members  availed  them¬ 
selves  of  the  privileges  of  angling  there.  We  under- 
Btand,  however,  that  a  good  tenant  has  been  found,  and 
one  who  will  in  no  way  act  against  the  interests  of  the 
angling  fraternity,  so  that  the  society  has  two-fold 
cause  for  satisfaction.  If  the  new  railway,  promoted 
by  the  Shropshire  Railways  Company,  becomes  an  ac- 
compHshed  fact,  (and  there  is  now  renewed  cause  for 
hope  in  this  respect),  the  society  might,  with  advantage, 
again  obtain  fishing  rights  in  the  locality  of  the  weir, 
but  under  the  present  circumstances  the  experiment 
would  prove  unsuccessful. 

The  young  trout  at  the  hatchery  of  the  Shrewsbury 
Severn  Angling  Society  are,  it  is  satisfactory  to 
note,  in  excellent  condition,  and  there  is  every  prospect 
of  some  30,000  healthy  fish  being  reared.  These 
will,  in  due  course,  follow  the  many  thousands 
which  have,  year  by  year,  been  turned  into  the 
river  by  the  same  body,  within  the  limits  of  the 
borough  of  Shrewsbury.  It  is  probable  that  some  prac¬ 
tical  steps  will  this  year  be  suggested,  and,  we  hope, 
adopted,  to  obtain  a  suitable  length  of  running  water 
wherein  to  turn  the  young  fish  until  they  are  of  a  suffi¬ 
cient  size  to  place  in  the  river.  Undoubtedly  the  chief 
factor  in  rendering  the  restocking  of  the  Severn  in  the 
locality  of  Shrewsbury  comparatively  unsuccessful  in 
the  past  has  been  that  the  fish  have  been  turned  upon 
the  fords,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  carnivorous  fish, 
at  a  very  early  stage  of  their  existence,  and  by  far  the 
greater  proportion  of  them  have  undoubtedly  fallen 
easy  victims  to  pike,  trout,  perch,  eels,  chub,  and  other 
depredatory  fish. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRIOT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Grayling  fishing,  so  far  as  regards  the  Yorkshire 
streams,  has  now  practically  ended,  and  with  a  degree 
little  short  of  eagerness  we  are  looking  forward  for  the 
time  to  arrive  when  we  can  have  a  turn  at  the  trout 
once  more.  Despite  the  inclemency  of  the  season — 
the  grayling  is  a  sturdy  fish  and  thrives  in  boisterous 
weather— there  is  always  a  keen  pleasure  in  winter 
fishing  for  grayling.  Perhaps  this  delight  springs,  in 
part,  from  the  fact  that  anglers  are  different  from  other 
men,  and  can  take  their  pastime  in  spite  of  the  weather. 
While  the  grayling  may  be  said  to  bear  some 
resemblance  to  the  trout,  there  is  a  considerable  con¬ 
trast  between  the  two  fish,  and  they  have,  therefore,  to 
be  played  very  differently.  The  trout,  though  it  is  the 
most  delicate  and  refined  of  the  two,  loving  a  warm 
temperature  and  the  drowsy  comfort  of  summer  days, 
has  a  mouth,  metaphorically  speaking,  as  hard  as  a 
money  lender’s,  and  must  be  held  with  a  tight  hand. 

If  you  play  a  trout  with  a  slack  line  the  chances  are  that 
you  are  almost  sure  to  lose  him.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
the  grayling  requires  more  gently  handling,  for  its 
mouth  is  tender.  Even  with  the  smallest  hook  the  ex¬ 
perienced  angler  has  been  known  to  fail  to  secure  him. 
Again,  unlike  the  trout,  he  will  rise  to  almost  anything 
that  he  fancies,  and  while  flies  light  in  hue  appear  to 
please  him  best,  he  will  be  tempted  by  grey  palmer,  the 
green  insect,  the  dark  sedge,  the  bustard,  and  others. 
But,  although  hooked,  be  is  not  caught,  and  must  be 
gently  and  carefully  handled.  The  more  adroitness 
which  the  angler  displays  the  better  sport  he  will  have, 
and  in  this  direction,  of  course,  experience  is  imperative. 

As  regards  trout-fishing  it  has  been  well  described  as 
the  very  principle  of  life  to  the  practised  and  enthu¬ 
siastic  angler.  It  is  that  which  gives  vitality  and 
animation  to  all  his  movements  and  constitutes  him 
what  he  really  is.  I  must ,  however,  now  turn  my  atten¬ 


tion  to  other  topics,  but  ere  doing  so  I  may  perhaps  be 
allowed  to  express  a  hope  that  the  angler’s  new  year’s 
motto — “health  to  men  and  death  to  fishes  ” — may  be 
fully  amplified  during  the  coming  summer. 

Much  activity,  of  which  full  advantage  will,  doubtless, 
be  reaped,  is  at  present  being  displayed  by  the  executive 
of  the  Harrogate  Angling  Association.  To  say  that  the 
association  was  only  formed  some  two  months  ago,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  consider  the  progress  already  been 
made,  speaks  volumes  for  the  vitality  and  good  organi¬ 
sation  of  the  society.  The  club,  which  has  a  member¬ 
ship  limited  to  fifty,  has  already  secured  the  sole  right 
of  fishing  in  the  Oak  Beck  from  the  corporation  of 
Harrogate  and  Mr.  William  Thackray.  But  not  con¬ 
tented  with  this,  a  committee  was  recently  appointed  to 
ascertain  what  further  waters  could  be  obtained,  and,  at 
a  meeting  on  Monday  week,  the  deputation  reported 
that  they  had  inspected  the  top  portion  of  Crimple 
Beck,  and  had  secured  the  fishing  rights  from  Crimple 
Head,  the  source  of  the  stream,  to  Almsft  rd  Bank,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  length  belonging  to  Mr. 
Chippendale.  It  was  also  unanimously  decided  to 
purchase  500  yearling  trout  to  put  into  the  private 
waters  of  the  association,  and  Messrs.  Temple  and 
Hardcastle  were  appointed  watchers  to  the  club.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Green,  of  Harrogate 
and  Boroughbridge,  granting  fishing  rights  on  the  Ure, 
reaching  from  the  north  side  from  the  bridge  at 
Boroughbridge  to  Milby  Lock  and  200  yards  further 
down  the  river.  The  example  of  energy  and  deter¬ 
mination  set  by  the  Harrogate  Angling  Association 
might,  with  no  small  profit,  be  copied  by  other  and  even 
older  societies.  _ 


FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KERRY. — The  weather  has  changed  at  last,  and  for 
the  past  week  we  have  had  frost  and  snow  throughout 
the  county.  The  rivers  have  reduced  rapidly,  but  the 
lakes  still  continue  too  high  for  successful  angling. 

Very  little  appears  to  be  doing  among  salmon  anglers 
on  the  Killarney  waters,  but  milder  weather  is  required 
to  bring  sport  up  to  the  average. 

In  Glencar,  angling  visitors  have  enjoyed  fair  sport 
at  salmon  in  the  Carah  river,  which  was  in  nice  angling 
trim  during  last  week. 

On  Waterville  lake,  sport  continues  very  poor,  only 
a  few  salmon  being  got  last  week.  The  lake  is,  however, 
still  too  high,  though  the  east  wind  is  bringing  it  down 
gradually.  If  the  weather  continues  as  it  is,  the  lake 
will  be  in  excellent  angling  order  next  week,  and  if 
salmon  be  as  numerous  in  it  as  reported  good  sport 
should  be  had. 

On  ’Waterville  river,  brown  trout  anglers  met  with 
average  sport  during  the  last  few  day,  but  anglers  after 
salmon  did  nothing,  beyond  landing  a  few  kelts  which 
were  immediately  returned  to  the  water. 

On  Cummeravanig  lake  two  anglers  from  the  Cahir- 
daniel  district  had  large  baskets  of  brown  trout  on 
Sunday  and  Monday  last.  The  trout  on  this  water  are 
small,  though  they  afford  much  sport,  as  they  are  very 
game.  Cummeravanig  is  about  three  miles  from 
Waterville,  and  is  situated  in  a  deep  hollow  in  the 
mountains.  A  guide  is  necessary  for  strangers  who  go 
to  fish  this  lake,  as  the  pathways  leading  to  it  are 
devious,  and  not  well  marked  in  some  places,  and  fogs 
are  frequent  along  the  tops  of  the  surrounding  moun¬ 
tains  throughout  the  year. 

The  Cummeragh  is  now  in  fine  order,  but  no  anglers 
have  been  out.  In  a  few  days,  however,  it  will  be  too 
low  should  the  present  dry  weather  continue. 

Brown  trout  anglers  continue  to  have  good  sport  on 
the  Inny,  e.speoially  on  the  middle  and  upper  reaches 
where  those  fish  are  numerous  in  the  deep  pools.  Brown 
trout  of  a  large  size  are  now  very  numerous  in  the 
Waterville  upper  lakes,  but  I  have  not  heard  that  any 
anglers  have  been  out  recently  on  those  waters,  which 
comprise  Derriana  lake,  Loughnamona,  Loughnaiska 
and  Loughnabriedarrig.  In  the  white  trout  season — 
from  July  to  the  end  of  September — the  three  first- 
mentioned  waters  yield  large  baskets  of  both  white  and 
brown  trout.  Flies  of  the  local  or  Scottish  loch  pattern 
kill  readily  on  those  waters.  Loughnabriedarrig  only 
affords  brown  trout  angling,  which  is,  however,  of  a 
first-class  kind,  especially  in  cloudy  or  gloomy  weather. 

There  has  been  nothing  done  worth  recording  on  any 
of  the  other  waters  in  the  county  where  the  fishing  has 
opened,  and  sport  will  probably  be  backward  on  the 
majority  of  them  until  more  genial  weather  sets  in. 

Sea  angling  has  commenced  at  a  few  places  on  the 
Kerry  coast,  but  very  little  has  been  done.  At  Ballin- 
skelligs  a  couple  of  enthusiastic  anglers  went  out  on  a 
few  days  after  whiting,  and  basketed  about  a  dozen  fish 
a  man  each  day.  The  fish  were  small,  but  in  good 
condition. 

From  Portmagee  I  learn  that  the  ling  and  cod  fishing 
has  improved,  hut  that  it  is  still  far  from  good.  Ex¬ 
tensive  and  active  preparations  are  being  made  here, 
and  at  all  the  principal  stations  along  the  Kerry  coast 
for  the  spring  mackerel  fishing  which  opens  shortly. 

ULSTER. — A  rather  severe  snowstorm  occurred  last 
Sunday  in  the  north-east,  which  told  badly  against 
fishing  for  the  opening  day  on  the  Bann  and  its  many 
tributaries.  By  the  end  of  the  week  the  snow  water 
will  have  disappeared. 

Tuesday  next  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Belfast 
Angling  Association  will  be  held.  This  Society  has  been 
the  foremost  in  Ulster,  and  since  its  formation  has  done 
wonders  in  promoting  angling  and  limiting  poaching 
over  the  area  in  which  its  influence  in  felt.  It  possesses 
two  good  working  branches,  one  in  Belfast  and  one  in 
Lisburn. 


The  port  of  Larne,  Co.  Antrim,  last  Saturday  was  the 
scene  of  an  important  seizure  of  unseasonable  trout, 
concealed  in  a  consignment  of  pollen  to  a  Liverpool  fish¬ 
monger.  The  trout  were  confiscated  by  the  police,  and 
sent  to  the  local  workhouse  for  the  use  of  the  inmates. 
On  Monday  another  seizure  was  effected  in  a  similar 
way.  A  word  of  praise  is  due  to  Head-Constable 
Diamond,  Sergeant  Hobson,  and  Constable  Simpson,  by 
whom  the  captures  were  cleverly  effected.  'The  con¬ 
signor  is  known,  and  the  constabiilary  are  tracing  up 
the  case  with  a  view  to  putting  down  the  poaching.  The 
trout  evidently  were  netted  in  Lough  Neagh.  'What  a 
jolly  time  of  it  the  paupers  are  having  in  the  workhouse. 
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I®"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  Hig'h.  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  w5  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add  <45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add  <80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/  smith.  /  ham. 

*^50  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

Mar.  4  . 

Morning. 

.  2.35  . 

Evening. 

.  2.53 

Sunday, 

,,  5  . 

.  3.  9  . 

.  3.26 

Monday, 

,,  c . 

.  3.59 

Tuesday, 

„  7  . 

.  4.14  . 

.  4.29 

Wednesday 

,  „  8  . 

.  4.44  . 

.  4.59 

Thursday, 

„  9  . 

.  5.12  . 

.  5.26 

Friday, 

10  . 

.  5.41  . 

.  5..57 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Xiower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  When 
I  was  at  Kingston  a  day  or  two  since,  in  company  with 
the  head  river  keeper,  and  chatting  about  the  state  of 
the  river  and  the  anglers,  he  related  to  me  one  of  his 
exploits,  in  which  I  felt  some  interest  as  showing  the 
way  in  which  he  does  his  work  with  the  gratifying  result. 
There  had  been  some  suspicion  of  two  bank  anglers  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  fishing  near  the  Water  Gallery  at 
Hampton  Court,  and  in  order  to  watch  them  he  went 
through  the  palace  grounds  and  took  up  a  position  where 
he  could  watch  what  they  did.  He  noticed  one  of  them 
fishing  with  a  worm  take  a  small  jack  ;  the  man,  instead 
of  putting  it  in  his  bag  carefully  took  it  off  the  hook 
and  returned  it  to  the  river  again,  and  the  general 
result  of  his  watching  was,  as  I  have  said  before, 
gratifying,  as  no  unsizeable  fish  were  retained.  It  is 
the  more  gratifying  to  me,  as  I  can  remember  the  time 
when  not  only  bank  fishers  but  punt  anglers  took 
away  all  the  fish  they  could  get,  perfectly  regardless  of 
the  size,  and  I  relate  the  instance  I  have  just  recorded 
as  a  satisfactory  state  of  things  in  the  present  day,  and 
to  the  credit  of  the  bank  anglers  who  now  fish  the 
Thames.  The  bank  anglers  have  the  best  of  the  fishing 
when  the  water  is  hipfh  and  discoloured,  and  have  been 
taking  advantage  of  it  in  the  capture  of  some  fine  roach, 
they  are  now  at  a  standstill,  as  the  excess  of  water  is 
overflowing  the  banks,  and  there  appears  little  prospect 
of  an  amendment  as  far,  at  least,  as  those  who  fish  in 
punts  are  concerned.  It  was  an  unfortunate  day  for  the 
competition  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials,  at  Staines, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  T.  A.  P.  S.,  as  only  about  nine  of 
their  worthy  members  put  in  an  appearance.  I  may 
just  remark  here  the  response  to  my  appeal  for  the  river 
keepers’  dinner  has  not  met  with  a  general  reply,  and 
the  result  will  be  that  it  will  have  to  be  limited  to  the 
river  keepers  and  assistant  fishermen,  and  not  extended, 
as  usual,  to  the  lock  keepers.  The  supporters  of  the 
T.  A.  P.  S.  have  done  their  part,  but  the  general  public, 
who  use  the  river  for  rowing  and  fishing,  have  not  done 
theirs. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — During  the  past  week  roach  and 
jack  have  been  taken  in  eddies  and  slack  water,  where 
the  riverside  has  been  getatable,  but  angling  visitors, 
have,  of  course,  been  very  few  and  far  between,  and  the 
professional  fisherman  will  miss  the  anticipated  “  yellow 
boys”  to  help  them  over  the  coming  close  season. — 
“Marlow  Buzz.” 

Thames  (Hampton  Couirt). — William  Milbourne 
writes  :  “We  have  now  got  the  Thames  very  high  and 
in  a  complete  state  of  flood.  To-night  (Tuesday)  it  is 
rising  like  a  tide  and  flowing  all  over  the  meadows.  I 
am  afraid  it  is  all  over  with  general  fishing  this  season.” 

Thames  (Monkey  Island).— Water  still  rising ; 
can  see  no  prospects  whatever  of  any  sport  for  the  next 
week  or  fortnight.  Three  parts  of  Monkey  Island  is 
under  water,  and  if  the  rain  continues  no  doubt  it  will 
be  in  the  hotel ;  shall  then  be  able  to  fish  indoors.  A  few 
bank  anglers  were  down  on  the  2.5th  ult. ;  the  weather  was 
so  bad  very  few  of  them  stuck  it.  Two  or  three  of  them 
had  a  few  roach,  also  a  chub  or  two.  A  friend  of  Mr. 
Warrington’s,  and  belonging  to  the  same  club,  had  a 
few  very  good  roach.  The  only  possible  chance  to  take 
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a  few  roach  would  be  a  paternoster  in  little  eddies  or  on 
the  erass,  in  about  two  feet  of  water,  with  the  tail  of  lob. 

Thames  (Oxford). — No  takes  are  to  hand.  River 
in  flood  and  coming  down  very  much  coloured.  Pros¬ 
pects  for  the  next  few  days  very  bad.— C.  Herbert. 

Thames  (Snnbury).— Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  Sons 
have  been  able  during  the  last  week  to  find  about  ten 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a  few  perch.  The  bank 
anglers  in  different  places  have  been  getting  some  roach 
and  dace,  and  a  few  jack. 

Thames  (Teddington). — The  fishermen  have  been 
getting  a  few  lamperns  at  the  weir,  and  the  high  and 
rising  water  is  the  time  for  them  to  get  up.  Some  were 
taken  at  the  Monkey  Weir. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  The  report  from  the 
tidal  waters  is  that,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  water, 
nothing  has  been  done. 

Thames  (Windsor). — The  heavy  rains  have  caused 
a  still  further  rise  in  the  water  here,  which  is  now  over 
the  banks,  and  in  all  probability  will  be  much  higher 
to-morrow,  so  that  anglers  will  be  unable  to  trace  its 
course  in  many  parts,  taough  a  tew  of  the  knowing  ones 
visit  their  favourite  corners  when  waters  are  very  high, 
and  invariably  make  good  baskets.  Some  handsome 
roach  have  been  caught ;  one  taken  by  a  London  angler 
was  quite  a  prize  fish,  it  weighed  IJlb.  As  regards 
probable  state  of  water,  I  fear  there  will  be  very  little 
chance  for  anything  but  roach  for  the  remainder  of  the 
season  of  1892-93,  which  closes  on  the  14th  inst. — B.  E. 
Bambribge. 

Ancholme  District.  —  Three  thousand  trout  fry 
were  put  into  a  .local  brook  on  Saturday  last,  and 
250  very  fine  yearlings  up  to  7in.  long,  went  into 
another  water  to-day.  Both  lots  were  supplied  from 
the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor.  Water  clouded  again,  and 
weather  unsettled. — Thomas  Ford. 

Barle  (Dulvertou). — Fair  baskets  are  being  killed. 
It  still  remains  cold,  and  the  water  is  very  high.  Kill¬ 
ing  flies,  Blue  Uprights,  winged  and  hackled,  and 
Hare’s-flex.  Heavy  gale  commencing  to  blow  from 
west-south-west,  and  glass  rapidly  falling. — Iron  Blue. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Rivers  and  banks  have 
been  in  a  state  of  flood.  Some  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  we  have  not  heard  of  much  being  done.  Trout 
should  be  in  good  condition  in  a  fortnight  now. — D.  and 
W.  H.  Foster. 

Darn. — On  the  lower  Dapplin  water,  Mr.  Kelsall, 
Crieff,  killed  twenty  whitling  one  day  last  week. 

Dden  (Carlisle). — On  Thursday,  February  23,  two 
spring  fish  were  killed  in  the  association  waters,  near 
Carlisle,  one  by  Mr.  Waters,  the  other  by  Mr.  Baxter  ; 
each  fish  was  about  151b.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Joseph  Fox 
landed  a  beauty  of  161b.  at  Rickerby  Rocks.  Sunday’s 
snow,  and  the  subsequent  heavy  rain  has  brought  a 
heavy  flood,  and  the  river  will  not  be  in  order  this  week. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  association  has,  after  all, 
obtained  the  trout  fishing  between  Wetheral  and 
Warwick  on  the  west  side.  The  salmon  poachers  are 
had  to  choke  off.  Though  five  of  them,  with  lantern 
and  gaffs  in  possession,  were  locked  up  during  Thursday 
night,  and  fifteen  others  summoned  for  last  Saturday, 
all  being  convicted,  the  inspector  of  water  bailiffs  tells 
me  he  has  taken  out  summonses  for  about  a  dozen  more. 
The  fish  they  are  getting  are  not  diseased,  but  weakly 
spawned-out  fish  making  their  way  down  to  sea.  This 
season,  the  plea  that  these  marauders  are  doing  good  to 
the  river  as  scavengers,  will  not  hold  water. — Silver 
Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— On  the  26th  inst.,  the 
river  came  down  in  heavier  volume  than  at  any  previous 
time  this  season.  It  was,  in  fact,  one  of  those  good 
old  rousing  floods,  which  have  been  conspicuous  by 
their  absence  for  some  considerable  time — water  over 
the  banks  in  all  directions,  main  river  rushing  along 
like  a  racehorse,  and  tumbling  over  the  weirs  d  la 
“  Niagara  Falls.”  Such  a  thorough  flushing  should 
certainly  brighten  piscatorial  prospects,  and  no  doubt, 
when  water  is  again  fined  down,  fish  of  all  kinds  will 
be  well  on.  Our  old  veteran  pikeist,  Sergt.  Shepherd, 
is  well  to  the  front  this  week  with  a  very  handsome 
brace  going  161b.  The  heaviest  fish — a  10-pounder — 
gave  ten  minutes’  capital  sport  before  coming  to  the  gaff, 
and  was  in  first  class  condition.  Both  fish  were  taken 
in  Mr.  Dingle’s  backwater  in  an  afternoon’s  fishing,  and 
Sergt.  Shepherd  is  certainly  to  be  congratulated  on 
killing  the  best  brace  in  local  water  for  the  present 
season.  At  the  Guard’s  Gardens,  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts 
had  a  couple  of  small  ones,  3jlb.  and  2jlb.,  and  Mr. 
Kdsley  a  very  pretty  pair  of  perch,  lib.  and  Jib. 
Messrs.  Edwards  and  Jackman  did  not  succeed  in 
finding  any  of  the  “  Tiverton  Leviathans”  last  Thurs¬ 
day,  but  secured  eight  fair  fish,  largest  about  51b.  I  am 
afraid  the  salmon  rod  fishermen  will  have  to  postpone 
their  opening  day  somewhat,  as  the  river  will  certainly 
be  too  thick  for  a  day  or  two  yet. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — We  have 
had  another  interval  of  bad  weather,  which  in  some 
places  has  been  productive  of  heavy  floods.  In  some 
districts  the  floods  have  been  heavier  than  for  a  long 
time  past,  and  fears  were  entertained  for  the  safety  of 
the  banks,  so  great  was  the  pressure  of  water.  From 
what  I  have  heard,  angling  came  largely  to  a  standstill 
from  the  floods  ;  but  these  have  been  followed  by  snow, 
and,  though  it  also  has  moved  away  again,  it  must  have 
had  its  effect.  The  season  is  now  getting  very  short  for 
legitimate  angling  in  the  drains,  and,  naturally,  anglers 
will  want  to  make  the  moat  of  it ;  so,  if  all  goes  well,  by 
the  end  of  the  week  work  will  begin  again.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  sport  of  late  has  been  confined  to  pike,  and 
from  what  I  can  make  out,  the  season  has  been  a  pretty 
good  one. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts.)  . — The  past  week  has  been 
very  unsettled,  and  there  has  been  rain,  and  snow,  and 


wind,  followed  by  a  keen  frost.  As  a  consequence 
angling  has  heen  at  a  discount,  but  as  the  weather  has 
turned  mild  again,  and  the  snow  is  disappearing  or  had 
disappeared  rapidly,  it  may  be  expected  that  operations 
will  recommence  shortly — possibly  by  Saturday.  At 
present  the  river  is  a  good  deal  out  of  order,  but  it  will 
quickly  get  into  trim  if  the  weather  holds  fine.  Local 
anglers  will  soon  be  thinking  about  giving  the  trout  a 
turn.  As  yet  nothing  has  been  said  of  them  worth 
mentioning,  but  it  is  supposed  they  have  done  pretty 
well  during  the  winter. — L. 

Lea  and  Stort. — In  the  open  competition  at  Waltham 
Abbey,  Mr.  Bramley,  of  the  Stepney  Brothers  A.S., 
took  the  first  prize,  as  he  did  in  the  previous  contest ; 
Mr.  J.  Lapwood  securing  second  honours.  There  will 
be  another  open  competition  on  the  26th  inst.  Some 
valuable  prizes  are  to  be  had.  Mr.  Sowerbutts,  of  Com¬ 
mercial-street,  gives  a  pike  and  perch  rod  ;  Mr.  H.  Avis, 
of  the  King’s  Arms  Hotel,  Waltham  Abbey,  a  timepiece 
and  a  meerchaum  pipe;  “Spliced  Joint,”  a  heating 
flask  ;  in  addition  to  the  above  there  will  be  money  prizes. 
Entries  for  the  above  may  be  made  up  to  12  o’clock  on 
the  morning,  or  to  Mr.  Tom  Sowerbutts  up  to  the  pre¬ 
vious  Saturday.  Mr.  Joe  Hawkins,  of  the  Park  A.S., 
had,  amongst  other  fish,  a  very  good  roach  of  9Joz.  A 
dace  of  lOfoz.  was  taken  in  the  neighbourhood,  w-hich 
has,  I  understand,  been  sent  for  preservation,  as  dace  of 
this  weight  are  not  often  caught  in  the  Lea  or  tributa¬ 
ries.  Mr.  Goodson,  of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham 
A.S.,  had  a  tew  nice  roach  on  the  26th  ult.  The  secre¬ 
tary  of  this  club  wishes  me  to  announce  that  ,£1  153.  6d. 
was  the  amount  found  when  their  benevolent  fund  box 
was  opened  last  week. — “  Spliced  Joint.” 

Leicester. — With  the  near  approach  of  the  close 
season  fof  coarse  fish,  anglers  continue  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  every  opportunity  to  finish  up  well,  although 
owing  to  adverse  atmospheric  circumstances  angling 
has  not  been  up  to  the  usual  standard  lately.  This 
week  has  atoned  somewhat  for  past  shortcoming,  the 
local  society’s  waters  affording  encouraging  sport. 
Amongst  the  roach  Mr.  Lowe  took  one  lot  of  141b., 
among  which  was  one  fish  21b.  12oz.,  and  on  another 
occasion  this  angler  secured  101b.,  best  fish  11b.  9oz. 
Mg.  Prime,  another  well-known  follower  of  the  sport, 
took  lots  of  121b.  and  101b,  largest  brace  scaling 
21b.  Soz.  Other  good  takes  were  those  of  Messrs.  Iliffe, 
Hobbs,  and  Frisby.  In  the  higher  reaches  and  at  the 
back  waters  at  Aylestone,  chub  fishing  has  been  most 
actively  pursued.  The  finest  brace  shown  fell  to  the 
share  of  Mr.  J.  Parsons,  who  also  took  dace  and  roach. 
Several  other  subscribers  to  the  L.A.S.  had  nice  catches 
of  fish.  Anglers  have  not  wandered  far  from  home  in  any 
vast  numbers,  but  the  river  at  Blaby,  Narborough,  and 
Croft  has  received  the  most  attention.  A  good  many  of 
the  fraternity  who  fish  the  Wreake  Valley  waters  have 
been  showing  up  at  Brooksby,  Frisby,  and  Asfordby, 
and  results  in  this  pleasant  part  of  Leicestershire  have 
been  fairly  satisfactory.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  C.  Baugh 
landed  a  capital  lot  of  pike  from  Groby  Pool  on  the 
estate  of  Lady  Stamford,  best  fish  weighing  91b.  After 
a  miserable  day  on  Wednesday,  the  weather  took  a 
change  for  the  better  on  Thursday,  when  lovely  spring¬ 
like  warmth  prevailed.  Waters  are  now  in  pretty  good 
order. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing, 
owing  to  the  heavy  rain  which  fell  this  week  ;  the  rivers 
have  been  very  high  and  muddy,  and  no  angling  has 
been  done.  The  trout  came  in  season  on  Thursday,  the 
2nd  ;  but  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  being  taken  this 
week.  In  this  part  sport  should  be  good.  The  Pinsley 
is  coloured  :  no  angling  done  in  it  this  week. — Gwtnnb. 

Ltigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
These  rivers  are  much  swollen,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  Pinsley  (which  has  a  short  course;,  there  is  no  proba¬ 
bility  of  being  in  order  for  fishing  before  middle  of  next 
week,  8th  or  9th  inst.  Snow  was  lying  deep  on  the 
higher  Radnorshire  hills  last  evening,  and  throughout 
to-day  (Wednesday)  heavy  storms  of  rain  have  fallen 
which  in  all  probability  will  dissolve  the  snow  and  cause 
a  he.avy  flood,  in  which  case  next  week  will  be  a  blank. 
Trout  fishing  opens  to-morrow  (2nd),  and  it  is  qnite  pos¬ 
sible  the  Pinsley  will  be  in  condition  by  end  of  week.  It 
is  good  early  fishing,  trout  being  forward.  The  latter 
part  of  grayling  season — since  the  present  year  came  in 
— has  been  one  of  the  worst  I  remember.  February  Red, 
Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and  Cowdung  Fly  should  be  the 
best  flies  to  begin  with. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway,  Maidstone.— Water  is  very  thick,  but 
the  anglers  are  having  some  good  sport  with  the  roach 
and  bream  in  the  slacks  ;  some  good  catches  being  the 
result. — W.  Shrubsole. 

Nene  (Peterborougfli). — Sport  has  not  been  very 
lively  here  during  the  past  week.  We  have  had  con¬ 
siderably  much  rain,  which  has  caused  the  floods  to  come 
up  and  spoil  angling  on  the  banks  of  the  streams,  &c., 
but  despite  this,  several  old  anglers  have  been  out  in 
boats,  and  roach  and  bream  seem  to  be  taking 
pretty  well.  Pike  have  started  to  run.  Some 
good  sport  amongst  the  pike  has  been  obtained  in  the 
Oundle  district,  which  is  noted  for  the  excellent  pike 
that  have  been  taken  there,  one  which  was  taken  last 
season  scaled  211b.,  and  now  adorns  the  wall  of  the  Jolly 
Anglers  Clubroora,  Albert-place.  What  is  a  stumbling- 
block  to  anglers  is  that  the  weeds  in  the  river  want 
cutting,  and  when  this  work  has  been  effected  we  shall 
hear  of  some  good  baskets  of  fish  being  taken.  An 
interesting  little  incident  occurred  at  Foulmere, 
Cambridgeshire,  a  short  time  since.  A  heron 
met  with  its  death  in  a  most  remarkable  manner.  The 
bird  was  found  dead  by  the  side  of  a  stream  with  a  large 
trout  in  its  mouth,  by  which  it  had  evidently  been 
choked.  The  bird  had  apparently  caught  the  fish,  which 


weighed  lib.,  in  the  water,  and  had  tried  in  vain  to 
swallow  it  whole.  The  heron  had  evidently  died  in 
gi-eat  agony,  as  all  around  the  spot  where  it  was  found 
was  much  disturbed.  The  bird  was  not  a  large  speci¬ 
men,  being  only  a  last  year’s  bird.  The  bird  and  the 
trout  are  to  be  preserved  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
were  found. — E.  A.  S. 

Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Camhridgfeshire  Rivers. 

— |There  is  a  general  improvement  in  all  our  waters,  aud, 
with  a  little  extra  care,  anglers  can  find  plenty  of  swims 
they  can  fish.  The  worst  is  the  terribly  filthy  muddy 
state  of  the  banks,  left  by  the  floods.  The  rivers  are 
still  high,  but  not  too  much  so.  I  should  recommend 
the  Ouse — Little  Ouse,  or  Cam,  as  the  best  places  to  try. 
Of  course,  if  we  get  some  rain,  only  a  little  will  upset  all 
calculations  again,  as  the  earth  is  so  full  of  water,  and 
it  rises  in  about  an  hour  after  rain. — -W illiam  Howlett. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  &c.  (Yorks.).— A  fair  number  of 
fishermen  have  turned  out  during  the  past  week,  both 
on  the  Ouse  and  Derwent.  Some  good  baskets  of  roach, 
dace,  and  chub  have  come  in  from  the  Clifton,  Bishop- 
thorpe,  and  Fulford  lengths  of  the  main  river.  Messrs. 
Walton,  Nendick,  Henderson,  Bell,  and  a  few  others, 
have  shown  some  fine  samples,  chiefly  roach.  Pike 
anglers  have  been  at  work,  both  in  the  Derwent  and  the 
Pocklington  Canal,  and  some  have  been  rewarded  with 
fair  results.  The  latter  waters  afford  the  best  sport  in 
this  part  of  Yorkshire  to  the  winter  pike  fisherman,  the 
major  portion  of  which  is  rented  by  the  York  Angling 
Association.  Day  tickets  are  issued  to  non-members  at 
2s.  6d.  each.  Two  parties  visited  this  canal  on  Satur¬ 
day,  and,  for  nine  rods,  took  over  thirty  fish,  but  more 
than  twenty  of  them  had  to  be  returned,  as  being  under 
the  20in.  measurement.  The  best  fish  daring  the  day 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  Slater  and  Matthews,  weighing 
one  fish  each  of  djlb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Gibson  one  of  31b.  lloz. 
— Ronald. 

Ouse  (Great  Poxton,  St  Neots). — We  have  had 
another  flood,  but  it  is  all  within  the  banks,  and  clear¬ 
ing  very  fast.  By  the  time  this  appears  the  water  will 
be  all  that  can  be  desired  ;  it  has  driven  the  jacks  up  all 
the  creeks  and  into  all  the  bays,  and  great  numbers  have 
been  seen  in  all  the  places:  those  who  like  good  jack 
fishing  may  have  their  desire  to  the  full.  Some  very  fine 
roach  have  been  taken  this  week,  three  by  one  rod,  over 
lib.  each  ;  likewise  some  good  bream. — William 
Ducker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — If  rain  holds  off,  the  back¬ 
waters  will  be  fishable  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but 
the  main  river  will  not  be  for  a  week. — H.  Rout. 

Plymouth. — The  fishing  has  commenced  on  all  our 
rivers,  and  already  some  good  baskets  have  been  taken. 
The  water  is  in  good  condition  and  there  are  plenty  of 
fish,  and  if  this  present  weather  should  last  some  good 
sport  may  be  expected.  They  are  rising  to  the  Blue 
ITpright,  March  Brown,  and  Blue  Silver  Twist.  For 
those  of  your  readers  who  are  contemplating  learning 
the  art  of  fly-fishing,  a  few  practical  hints  may  be  of 
service.  The  rod  (which  should  be  of  very  good  seasoned 
wood)  should  be  made  of  hickory  and  ash  butt,  with 
lancewood  and  cane  top,  or  greenheart  throughout,  and 
be  from  10ft.  to  12tt.  long,  and  sufficiently  pliant  to 
throw  a  fifteen  or  twenty-yard  cast  with  little  exertion, 
or  it  becomes  tiring  if  you  have  several  hours’  fishing. 
Some  people  prefer  a  stiff  rod.  but  this  is  a  matter  to  be 
left  to  the  fishermen  themselves.  The  line  should  be 
made  of  silk,  with  just  sufficient  hair  in  it  to  keep  it 
from  snarling  up  ;  they  throw  better  than  the  ones  com¬ 
posed  entirely  of  silk.  A  good  line,  if  you  have  plenty  of 
work  for  it,  is  the  water-proof  silk,  which  is  the  ordinary 
silk  line,  dressed  with  boiled  oil  and  gold  size.  This  is 
absorbed  by  the  line,  and,  in  addition  to  making  it 
stiffer,  it  preserves  it  from  the  action  of  the  water.  To 
the  end  of  the  line  is  attached  a  gut  trace,  or  casting 
line,  3yds.  long,  which  I  prefer  to  be  dyed  a  pale  blue  with 
vegetable  dye.  Great  disappointment,  with  loss  of  fish,  is 
often  experienced  through  the  gut  proving  rotten  and 
breaking,  owing  either  to  its  being  stained  with  ink, 
which,  as  a  general  rule,  contains  a  mineral,  or  through 
gut  being  kept  too  long.  Some  people  vary  the  colour  of 
the  gut,  especially  when  the  river  is  coming  down  some¬ 
what  of  a  beer  colour,  and  use  a  colour  to  match  ;  but  we 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the  fish  do  not  see  the  river  in 
the  same  light  as  we  do.  We  look  down  through  the 
dense  water  to  a  dark  bottom,  whereas,  the  fish  are 
looking  up  at  a  bright  sky ;  therefore,  I  prefer  a  pale 
blue  colour.  The  number  of  flies  that  are  used  vary, 
some  persons  will  only  use  one  at  the  end,  which  is 
called  the  Stream  fly  ;  others  another  tied  on  about 
eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  above  the  Stream  fly,  this  is 
called  the  Bob.  Some,  again,  attach  another  still  fur¬ 
ther  up  the  line,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  I  use  two  only, 
and  sometimes  one.  I  have  lost  many  a  fish  by  the  Bob 
getting  foul  in  some  weed  whilst  I  have  been  playing  a 
fish  on  the  Stream  fly.  Tickets  for  any  of  the  rivers, 
and  all  information  how  to  get  to  them,  can  be  obtained 
from  the  agents.  Hoarder  and  Son,  195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  rough  fishing  is  virtu¬ 
ally  at  an  end,  and  it  is  probable  thar  no  sport  will  be 
obtainable  before  March  15,  on  which  date  the  close  time 
commences.  However,  “permits”  to  capture  coarse 
fish  are  granted  in  this  locality  by  the  Severn  Conserva¬ 
tors,  and  angling  societies  should  take  advantage  of 
these  to  clear  the  river  of  as  many  pike  as  possible. — 
Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  trout  fishing  season  is  commencing  most 
inauspiciously,  as  rain  has  fallen  persistently  for  more 
than  twenty-four  hours,  and  which,  aided  by  a  very  strong 
south-west  wind,  has  flooded  all  these  rivers.  The  rain 
has  washed  away  all  the  snow  from  the  Welsh  hills,  and, 
as  the  temperature  is  much  higher  than  for  some  time 
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paat,  all  that  is  now  wanted  for  anglers  is  settled 
•  weather.  Towards  the  close  of  last  week  and  the  earlier 
part  of  the  present  one,  several  good  pike  were  taken 
in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy.  one  of  which,  captured  by 
some  gentlemen  from  Oldham  in  an  arm  of  the  Vyrnwy 
above  Llansantffraid,  scaled  8Jlb.,  and  was  in  splendid 
condition .  — V  yrnwt. 

Stour  (Bures). — The  river  was  again  in  flood  on 
Thursday,  but  the  weather  was  fine,  and,  if  no  more  rain 
falls,  the  water  should  be  in  fair  order  for  roaching  on 
the  .'5th  inst.  Since  my  last  report,  the  best  basket 
made  has  been  one  of  101b.  of  roach. — GoosEgriLL. 

Sussex  Rivers. — As  far  as  appearances  go  at  the 
time  of  writing,  anglers  may  as  well  put  by  the  rods  and 
find  other  pastime.  Bain  has  fallen  daily  for  the  past 
three  weeks.  Rivera  are  high  and  thick,  and  in  many 
districts  the  low-lying  lands  are  flooded.  Some  few  en¬ 
thusiasts  by  fishing  in  the  backwaters  of  the  Arun  have 
obtained  a  few  roach  and  small  pike.  From  the  Bother 
a  few  pike  have  been  taken  from  the  Selham  and  Fittle- 
worth  reaches.  Chub  fishing  on  the  Ouse  has  not  been 
satisfactory,  but  a  few  good  roach  and  small  pike  are 
notified  me.  From  the  Adur  a  pike  of  711b.  was  recently 
taken  in  the  Henfield  district,  and  roach  and  dace  from 
the  Steyning  reach.  Chichester  canal  is  in  good  order. 
A  pike  of  411b.  and  a  few  small  roach  and  bream  have 
been  taken  near  Birdham  Lock.  Rain  have  fallen  heavily 
thi.s  day  (Wednesday),  and  there  is  no  sign  of  a  change. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  very  high  and  muddy  owing  to  the  heavy  falls 
of  rain  and  snow  which  covered  the  hills,  and  at  present 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  snow  water  in  the  river.  On 
Sunday  the  river  was  bank  full,  and  in  some  places  over¬ 
flowed  the  banks,  and  angling  has  been  quite  at  a  stand¬ 
still.  Trout  fishing  came  in  on  Thursday,  the  2nd,  but 
no  rods  wi'l  be  out,  the  water  not  being  fit.  With  fine 
weather  some  trout  should  be  taken  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  The  best  baits  for  use  will  be  the  worm  and 
maggot.  Fly-fishing  will  not  be  any  good  for  some  days. 
Flies  are  very  backward  this  season  as  yet.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clnn,and  Ledwyche  are  all  higt  and  muddy.  The 
Corve  on  Sunday  was  out  all  over  the  fields.  No  fishing 
done  in  them  of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  weather  has 
been  against  any  sort  of  angling.  Rain  and  snow  has 
been  had.  and  the  river  has  been  running  very  high  and 
muddy,  and  no  anglers  have  ventured  out,  or  will  be  out 
until  the  water  goes  down,  when  there  is  every  prospect 
of  some  good  fish  being  taken  bottom  fishing.  The 
Kyre.  Rea,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  muddy. — Worcester. 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — There  were  two  nice  freshets  the 
past  week,  on  Monday  and  Thursday,  and  those  out 
with  the  ground  bait  achieved  brilliant  success  with 
trout,  many  baskets  of  from  101b.  to  151b.  being  had.  A 
number  of  new  run  salmon  have  been  observed  moving, 
and,  no  doubt,  the  season  will  open  under  very  aus¬ 
picious  circumstances  on  April  2  next.  No  disease  has 
been  noticed  up  to  the  present. 

Witham.  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— The  river  and  other 
v.'aters  of  the  district  have  been  out  of  condition  for 
angling.  For  the  best  part  of  the  past  week  they  were 
affected  by  floods,  and  some  of  the  becks  were  very 
much  swollen.  On  one  of  them,  a  few  miles  from 
Lincoln,  a  team  of  four  hor.ses  and  a  wagon,  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  cross  a  ford  over  the  highway,  were  carried  away, 
and  the  horses  drowned.  The  driver's  experience  was 
quite  a  tragic  one.  Swept  from  the  road  into  a  raging 
stream  six  or  seven  feet  deep,  he  found  himself  rushing 
headlong  down  stream  in  the  empty  waggon  in  the  dark 
of  night.  His  cries  for  assistance  brought  farmers  to 
his  aid.  but  they  were  powerless  until  he  had  traversed 
nearly  a  mile,  when  he  was  rescued.  Then  three  of  the 
horses  were  already  dead,  and  the  fourth  died  soon  after 
being  brought  to  land.  He,  however,  save  for  a  wetting, 
was  little  the  worse  for  the  experience.  Since  the 
floods  there  has  been  some  snow ;  but  possibly  by  the 
end  of  the  week  operations  may  be  expected  to  recom¬ 
mence.  Should  it  promise  fine  weather  for  the  Monday 
after  next,  it  is  possible  the  railways  will  run  a  cheap 
trip  down  the  Witham  district,  just  to  give  the  visitors 
a  final  ''  look  in”  before  the  season  closes  on  the  14th. 

Yare  (Norwich). — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  past 
week  has  not  produced  anything  worth  recording ; 
several  parties  have  been  out,  but,  from  what  I  can 
ascertain,  their  luck  was  such  that  they  kept  it  to  them¬ 
selves.  I  have  one  item  of  interest  to  anglers  around 
Norwich,  that  is,  that  a  family  of  otters  recently  took 
up  their  abode  near  the  junction  of  the  Wensum  and 
the  Yare,  and  I  am  sorry  to  relate  that  an  individual 
with  more  sporting  instinct  than  discretion,  knocked 
the  dog  about  with  a  piece  of  wood  until  he  killed  it, 
much  to  my  regret,  as  I  am  one  of  those  who  would 
preserve  these  fast  disappearing  wild  beauties  ;  and  am 
also  of  opinion  that  they  do  not  do  half  the  harm  laid 
to  their  charge,  but  really  do  good  on  the  river  to  which 
they  resort,  as  they  clear  away  much  refuse  matter. 
The  man  who  took  charge  of  the  otter  told  me  it 
weighed  about  141b.  The  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation 
Society  had  a  most  successful  meeting  on  Monday 
evening  last,  and  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck  was  unanimously 
chosen  for  the  second  time  president.  Long  life  to  him 
is  the  wish  of  everj’  angler. — Robert  Mott. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Altuaharra  Hotel 'Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

Col.  Blackett,  London,  fished  Loch  Naver  on  the  22nd 
ult.,  and  landed  two  salmon  weighing  8Jlb.  and  9Jlb. 
resi)ectively  ;  and  on  the  23rd,  three  salmon  of  llilb., 
lOJlb.,  andffilb.— McB. 

Borgie  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— On  the  17th,  Mr. 
Hugh  Bruce,  keeper,  Borgie  Lodge,  grassed  two  salmon 
of  81b.  and  91b.  ;  and  on  the  lOth,  a  beauty  of  101b. 


Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — The  blizzard  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  advent  of  the  opening  season  has  been  fully 
compensated  for  since  then  by  a  spell  of  really  fine  spring¬ 
like  weather,  and  since  Thursday  week  sport  has  been  I 
in  the  ascendant  on  the  Dee.  Fish  are  being  met  with 
up  to  the  Linn  O’Dee,  that  is,  along  the  whole  length  of 
the  river.  The  mid-reaches  are  heavily  stocked  with 
spring  fish,  so  that  with  anything  like  aver.age  angling 
weather  the  success  of  a  really  good  season  is  assured. 
On  the  Invercauld  private  and  Balmoral  waters 
fresh-run  fish  are  reported  as  fairly  plentiful,  but 
only  an  occasional  cast  is  being  made  by  the  local 
keepers.  A  beauty,  scaling  8Jlb.,  was  killed  on 
the  Fife  Arms  Dee  fishings  on  Thursdaj'  by  Mr. 
John  Lament,  Mar  l.odge.  This  is  the  first 
capture  of  the  season  on  this  highest  upland  stretch. 
On  the  Monaltrie  water,  Mr.  Inglis  landed  a  fine  fish  of 
Ifijlb.  On  the  Cambus  O’May  reach.  Lord  D'Arcy  G. 
Osborne  killed  three  on  Friday,  scaling  91b.,  9-jlb.,  and 
131b.,  and  two  on  Saturday,  of  SJlb.  and  91b.  On  the 
Invercauld  Ballater  waters,  Mr.  Hardy  creeled  two,  of 
81b.  and  10, lib.  ;  three,  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b.  :  one  of 
9^1b.,  and  three,  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  ;  while  Captain 
Montague  had  three,  scaling  (Jib.,  6Jlb.,  and  71b.,  and 
three,  of  6ilb.,  7J!b.,  and  lOJlb.  On  the  Forest  of  Glen- 
Tana  waters.  Sir  VVm.  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  friends,  are 
having  fairly  good  sport,  averaging  five  and  six  fish 
daily.  On  the  Aboyne  Castle  water,  the  Marquis  of 
Huntley  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  91b.  On  the  Huntley 
Arms  water,  Mr.  Berwick  had  two,  of  81b.  and  9Jlb.,  and 
two,  of  81b.  and  bjlb. ;  while  Mr.  King  creeled  one  of 
91b.,  one  of  01b.,  three,  of  O^lb.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  one  of 
7Hb.,  three,  of  C.Ub.,  7Jlb.,  and  91b..  one  of  9Jlb  ,  and 
four,  of  91b.,  9.Ub.,  101b.,  and  71b.  ;  and  Mr.  Hare,  a  fine 
fish,  of  16)^lb.,  on  Saturday  last.  On  the  Lower 
Dess  water.  Captain  T.  D.  Davidson  landed  one  of  81b. 
and  one  of  8Jlb.  ;  while  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar, 
K.C.B.,  creeled  two  of  OJlb.  and  71b.,  and  five  of  71b., 
71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  81b.,  on  Saturday  to  his  own  rod; 
w'hile  Harper,  keeper,  landed  four,  scaling  71b.,  71b.,  71b., 
and  81b.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  section,  Mr.  Lamond 
landed  a  fine  fish  of  21Jlb.,  two,  of  81b.  and  8Jlb.,  and 
four,  scaling  Clb.,  9^1b.,  7ilb.,  and  G.jlb  ;  while  Nicoll, 
keeper,  had  three,  12ilb.,  111b.,  and  7|lb.,  and  two  of  81b. 
and  7.Hb.  On  the  Carlogie  section  Andrew  Peebles 
landed  two,  weighing  101b.  and  71b.  On  the  Borrow'stone 
and  Commonty  sections.  Sir  Herbert  E.  F.  Lewis,  Bart., 
creeled  a  fine  fish  of  23Jlb.,  as  a  first  blood,  following  this 
up  with  two  of  81b.  and  l()lb.,  and  two  of  91b.  and  Glib.  ; 
while  Mr.  Wormold,  on  the  same  sections,  landed  two  of 
71b.  and  111b.  On  the  Ballo^e  section  Mr.  R.  H. 
Cholmondeley  creeled  three,  of  8lb.,81b.,  and  81b.,  oneof 
81b.,  three  of  8lb.,  81b.,  and  7Ub.,  and  tw'O  of  7.vib.  and 
91b.  On  the  Shire  water  the  keeper  landed  two,  81b. 
On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  had  two, 
sealing  61b.  and  91b.  On  the  Cairnton  water  Mr.  T. 
Turner  Farley  (two  rods)  creeled  thirty-one  fish  in 
four  days’  fishing,  scaling  from  Gib.  to  201b.  each. 
On  the  Blackball  (I'astle  water,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  party 
creeled  four  on  Wednesday,  scaling  from  71b.  to  81b., 
four  on  Thursday  from  81b.  to  241b.,  five  on  Friday  from 
81b.  to  101b.,  and  seven  on  Saturday  from  71b.  to  101b., 
in  all  twentj'  fish  in  four  days’  fishing.  On  the 
Inchmarlo  water,  Mr.  Barbour  has  had  from  three  to 
five  fish  daily.  On  the  Lower  Crathes,  Durris  Park, 
and  Drum  waters  a  good  few  fish  have  been  got.  The 
gudgeon  and  Phantom  have  been  extensively  used,  but 
the  fly  has  proved  the  killing  lure.  The  favourites  are 
the  Gordon  Eagle,  Jock  Scott,  and  Akroyd  dressed  to 
2iin.  and  3in.  irons.  The  river  is  in  large  volume  and 
somewhat  unsteady,  but  fi.share  plentiful  and  “game.” 
On  the  Don  very  little  angling  has  as  yet  been  accom¬ 
plished.  Trout  are  very  scarce  in  the  tidal  waters,  and 
comparatively  small  baskets  have  as  yet  been  secured 
by  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  R.  Gibb,  and  other  rods.  On 
account  of  the  rough  weatlier  the  coast  netting  stations 
have  yielded  but  poor  returns,  but  the  river  stations  are 
making  a  fairly  good  record.  Fishing  the  Crathes  w'ater 
from  Mann’s  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  Col.  Edis  and  party  and 
W.  P.  Dunlop,  Esq.,  Sydney,  and  party,  had  eleven  fish 
for  the  week  from  71b.  to  181b. 

Later. — Another  storm  has  put  an  end  almost  to 
angling  for  the  present,  but  up  to  Monday  last  the  fol¬ 
lowing  additional  sport  was  got.  Mr.  Duncan  MacNab, 
on  the  Mar  Lodge  fishings,  creeled  two  ealmon,  scaling 
71b.  and  7.Vlb.  each.  Excellent  sport  was  obtained  last 
week  on  the  Ballater  sections  of  the  Dee.  The 
“take”  for  the  week  on  the  Invercauld  Arms  water 
is  a  record  one  for  the  opening  days  of  the  fishing — 
thirty  _  fish  in  all  having  been  landed,  including  a 
splendid  basket  of  twelve  fish  on  Saturday.  Large 
shoals  of  fish  have  been  seen  moving  up  the  river,  and 
prospects  are  in  every  respect  bright.  On  the  Invercauld 
Arms  water.  Captain  Montague  had  two,  7Jlb.  and  111b., 
on  the  20th;  one,  61b.,  on  the  21st;  one,  81b.,  on  the 
22nd  ;  two,  81b.  and  91b..  on  the  23rd  ;  four,  from  71b. 
to  101b.,  on  the  24th  ;  and  six,  from  61b.  to  lolb.,  on  the 
25th  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  Hardy  had  tw'o,  Gilb. 
and  8Jlb.,  on  the  20th  ;  one,  61b.,  on  21st :  two,  Gib.  and 
71b.,  on  22nd  :  one,  G.Ub.,  on  23rd;  twm,  5.)lb.  and  7Jlb., 
on  24th;  two  71b.  each,  on  25th  ;  and  Dr.  Mitchell  had 
four,  81b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and  13Jlb.,  on  the  25th.  On  the 
Monaltrie  water,  one  fish  of  8lb.  was  landed  on  the  2ith 
by  Mr.  Inglis.  On  the  Cambus  o’  May  water  Lord 
D’Arcy  G.  Osborne  had  three,  of  Gib.,  9lb  ,  and  lllb.,  on 
the  20th  ;  three,  8Jlb.,  91b.,  and  91b.,  on  the  21st ;  two, 
Gib.  and  741b.,  on  the  22nd;  one,  81b.,  on  23rd:  and 
one,  91b.,  on  the  25th.  On  the  Forest  of  Glen-Tana 
waters  Sir  '\ViUiam  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  friends  did 
well  towards  the  end  of  the  w'eek.  On  Saturday  Mr. 
Courage  had  five  fish  to  his  own  rod,  scaling  Gib.,  61b., 
Gib.,  91b.,  and  lllb.,  and  had  to  do  with  several  kelts. 
On  the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  section  of  the  Dee,  Mr.  King 


had  one  fish  of  91b.  on  Tuesday  ;  on  the  same  water  Mr. 
Hare  had  two  fish,  scaling  71b.  and  81b  ;  yesterday,  also 
on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  King  landed  two  fish,  scaling 
81b.  and  8Jlb. ;  on  Thursday  Mr.  Borwick  had  three  nice 
salmon  weighing  7olb.,  9Jlb.,  and  IGJlb.,  and  Captain 
Lindsay  one  fish  of  71b.  weight ;  on  Friday,  on  the  same 
water,  Mr.  King  landed  two  fish  scaling  71b.  and  81b., 
Mr.  Hare  one  of  71b.,  Mr.  Borwick  one  of  7Jlb.,  and  Mr. 
Kemp  one  of  741b.  ;  on  Saturday,  also  on  the  hotel 
water,  Mr.  Hare  landed  two  fish  scaling  91b.  and  941b., 
and  Mr.  Kemp  oneof  841b. ;  on  the  Ballogie  section,  Coutts 
keeper,  landed  one  841b.,  one  741b.,  one  841b.,  and  two  741b 
and  91b.  On  the  Lower  Dess  water,  Mr.  J.  M.  Courage 
landed  two  fish,  71b.  and  81b.  ;  Admiral  Sir  Arthur 
Farquhar,  K.C.B.,  one  of  81b.  ;  and  John  Harper,  two,  of 
71b.,  841b.,  and  four,  71b.,  841b.,  91b.,  and  131b. ;  while 
Captain  D.  F.  Davidson  had  two,  of  81b.  each,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  just  on  the  back  of  the  storm. — On  the  Commonty 
water,  Mr.  T.  Baring,  of  London,  had  two,  of  91b.  and 
101b.  ;  Sir  Herbert  Lewis,  one  of  201b.,  and  one  of  121b. 
on  Borrowstone  water,  while  Mr.  Pierey  Wormold  had 
one  of  841b.  and  one  of  121b.  on  the  Commonty 
water.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  water,  Mr.  Lamond 
creeled  two,  71b.  and  741b.,  one  741b.,  two,  81b. 
and  91b.  ;  and  Nicoll,  keeper,  two,  171b.  and  81b., 
one  G41b.,  and  one  841b.  On  the  Woodhead  water,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Deverell  landed  a  beauty  of  81b.,  and  Peebles,  on 
Carlogie,  had  one  of  81b.  On  the  Sluie  water  the  keeper 
creeled  six  fish,  scaling  from  741b.  to  IGlb.  On  the 
Cairnton  water,  Mr,  T.  Turner  Farley  had  six,  from  71b. 
to  101b.,  on  Thursday,  and-on  the  other  days  nine  fish  of 
similar  weights.  On  the  Blaokhall  (jastle  water 
had  four  tisli  on  Thursday,  81b.,  81b.,  841b.,  and  231b., 
and  five  on  Friday,  from  81b.  to  91b.  each.  On  the 
Inchmarlo  and  Kineskie  water’s  Mr.  Barbour  and  Dr. 
Wright  creeled  eighteen  fish  for  the  week,  scaling  from 
71b.  to  121b.,  and  on  Monday  five,  weighingifrom  71b.  to  121b. 
On  Mann’s  Lower  Crathes  water.  Col.  Edis  and  party 
had  seven  fish  scaling  from  741b.  to  141b.,  while  Mr. 
Dunlop,  of  Sidney,  landed  a  fine  fish  of  181b.  on  the  same 
section.  Sport  is  not  bright  on  the  lower  sections.  The 
fly  has  been  the  taking  lure,  all  the  standard  patterns 
having  been  brought  into  use  of  sizes  from  2in.  to  24in. 
On  the  Don  very  little  successful  angling  has  been  done. 
— Deesider. 

Deverou  (Banffshire).— Since  the  rpening  of  the 
net  fishing  on  the  river  Deveron,  the  water  has  been  in 
capital  condition,  and  the  weather  greatly  improved. 
Salmon  have  ascended  to  the  lower  pools  in  fair  num¬ 
bers,  and  the  fishermen  have  been  busy  netting  them 
before  they  could  reach  the  dykes.  Although  the  open¬ 
ing  day  was  scarcely  up  to  that  of  the  previous  year, 
for  the  week  the  total  catch  was,  on  the  whole,  rather 
better  than  the  corresponding  week  last  season.  On 
one  day  the  fishermen  had  a  fine  haul  of  about  forty 
clean  fish,  which  averaged  91b.  each.  The  day’s  yield 
varied  from  twenty  to  a  hundred  on  the  river.  Large 
numbers  of  kelts  are  still  to  be  met  with,  but  now  that 
the  weather  is  more  open,  and  the  temperature  higher, 
their  exit  to  the  sea  is  facilitated.  Fortunately  there  is 
no  trace  of  disease  on  the  fish  brought  to  land.  Anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  tidal  water,  but  as  yet  have  met 
with  very  poor  success.  The  water  is  of  a  dark  colour, 
and  at  tide  time  exceedingly  high.  On  the  coast,  the 
cobles  have  been  getting  out  to  the  stake  nets  daily 
since  the  end  of  last  week.  Fish,  however,  are  not 
making  their  appearance  at  any  of  the  half  dozen  sta¬ 
tions  in  any  number,  and  the  most  taken  from  any  net 
in  one  day  was  eight,  of  an  average  weight  of  81b. 
Prices,  we  undei-stand,  are  very  good,  close  on  23.  per 
pound.  On  the  first  week  of  the  opening,  over  a  score 
of  large  boxes  were  sent  from  the  Deveron  fishing  to  the 
markets,  and  a  few  from  the  fishings  of  Gardenstown 
and  Pennan. — H.  W. 

Later. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  of 
a  very  changeable  nature,  and  the  net  fishing  was 
prosecuted  under  difficulties.  For  some  time  the  frost 
has  been  very  severe,  and  the  low  temperature  had 
a  deterring  effect  on  the  running  of  fish.  For  the 
most  part  of  last  week  the  hauls  of  salmon  by 
the  fishermen  on  the  river  were  quite  up  to,  if  not 
above,  the  average,  but  the  Arctic  weather  experienced 
at  the  end  and  the  beginning  of  the  jiresent  week  almost 
put  a  stop  to  operations.  On  the  coast  a  good  deal  of 
damage  was  done  to  the  stake  nets,  and  none  of  the 
cobles  could  get  near  them  from  Friday  until  Tuesday. 
The  total  catch  from  the  river  and  sea  for  the  week 
closing  on  the  latter  day  was  8  boxes,  IGcwt.  The  fish 
were  of  rather  larger  size,  and  the  average  weight  was 
91b.  Some  of  the  heaviest  weighed  from  IGlb.  to  211b. 
A  few  trout  were  also  got  daily  by  the  nets  on  the  river. 
Anglers,  principally  with  the  worm,  had  an  occasional 
trout,  but,  as  yet,  not  a  clean  fish  has  been  killed.  On 
the  Gardenstown  coast,  on  the  days  that  the  fishermen 
got  to  sea,  the  yield  of  fish  was  very  good,  and  the 
number  caught  up  to  this  date  is  better  than  at  the 
corresponding  period  last  season. — H.  W. 

Forss  (Caithness).— On  the  20th  ult.  the  'Westfield 
rod  had  two  fish,  101b.  and  lllb.  ;  on  the  21st,  Mr.  Smith, 
Forss  House,  had  one  fish  of  81b. ;  on  the  22nd,  the 
Westfield  rod  had  two  fish  of  91b.  and  101b.,  and  on 
the  27th  a  beauty  of  211b.  Weather  very  stormy,  and  a 
good  deal  of  ice ;  snow  melting  during  the  day  keeps 
the  river  dirty  in  the  afternoon. 

Halladale  (Sutherlandshire). — Nothing  has  been 
done  here  owing  to  stormy  weather  and  hard  frost. 
Some  sport  is  expected  when  a  thaw  sets  in.  An  otter 
was  killed  at  Melvich  last  week,  and  another  seen  near 
to  Mr.  Morrison’s  fish  ponds.  Mr.  Morrison  has  re¬ 
ceived  20,000  Levenensis  ova  from  the  Solway  fishery. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — Referring  to  my  last 
week’s  notes  from  this  quarter,  I  am  sorry  to  have 
again  to  chronicle  very  poor  sport.  The  weather  still 
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continues  to  be  such  as  to  be  very  unfavourable  for 
angling.  There  has  almost  always  been  severe  frost,  or 
in  its  absence  a  heavil.y  laden  atmosphere  which  pre¬ 
vents  salmon  from  taking  freely.  That  there  is  a  fair 
stock  of  salmon  on  the  river  I  do  not  doubt,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  very  few  are  being  got,  and,  explain  it 
away  as  one  likes,  it  must  be  disheartening  to  anglers, 
the  more  especially  as  neighbouring  rivers,  such  as  the 
Eura  are  doing  fairly  well.  During  February  last  year 
the  total  number  landed  by  rod  was  ninety-six  salmon 
while  this  year  the  same  month  only  gave  fifty-one.  This 
is  certainly  a  great  falling  off.  Monday  was  a  very  stormy 
day,  with  a  heav.y  snowfall  and  severe  frost.  The  week's 
record  is  poor.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Eossland  had  a  salmon 
of  f»lb.  on  No.  C  Kildonan  ;  Mr.  H.  H.  'Ward,  on  No.  5, 
one  of  81b.  ;  Capt.  Dick,  two  on  No.  3,  101b.  and  lO-ilb. 
On  Wednesday,  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Hicks’s  rod  had  a  salmon 
of  91b.  On  No.  3,  Mr.  Hardcastle,  one  of  81b.  On  No. 
2,  Capt.  Dick,  one  of  101b. ;  and  the  Eev.  G.  McMillan, 
one  of  91b.  on  No.  1.  On  Thursday  all  the  anglers  were 
blank.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Hicks’s  rod,  on  No.  3,  got  a 
salmon  of  91b.  :  Capt.  Dick,  on  No.  6  Kildonan.  one  of 
91b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Eadcliffe.  on  No.  3,  one  of  101b. ; 
on  No.  2,  Mr.  Hicks’s  rod,  two  of  91b. ;  and  Capt.  Dick, 
on  No.  5,  one  of  131b.  On  Monday  only  one  fish  was  got 
by  Mr.  W.  Radcliffe  on  No.  2.  Tuesday  is  still  frosty, 
and  no  news  has  come  in.  All  attempts  at  haul  angling 
have  hitherto  proved  a  failure,  mthing  being  got. 

luveran  Hotel  Waters  (Inverness-shire,  N.B.). 
— The  lessor  of  the  Shin  angling  fished  the  lower  beat 
on  Monday  week  and  landed  a  121b.  salmon  on  Fir  Dam. 
On  Tuesday  he  had  a  10-pounder  on  Little  Fall,  on  Thurs¬ 
day  one  of  81b.,  and  on  Friday  one  of  101b..  both  on 
Blackstone  Pool ;  and  on  Saturday  a  nice  fish  of  81b.  on 
Litt'e  Clarog.  At  the  beginning  of  this  week  there  was 
a  lot  of  snow  with  keen  frost. — McB. 

Boch  Hannoch. — From  Bunrannoch  Hotel,  on 
Friday,  24th  ult.,  Mr.  J.  C.  Stewart  caught  a  yellow 
trout,  l41b.  On  Saturday,  25th  ult.,  Mr.  J.  C.  Stewart 
caught  two  trout,  31b.  and  4lb.  Mrs.  Macdonald  never 
knew  Loch  Rannooh  to  be  tried  in  the  month  of 
February  before,  she  hopes  it  will  be  a  successful  fish¬ 
ing  season. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  IT.B,).— Feb.  22,  Mr.  Sander¬ 
son  caught  two  s-almon,  211b.  and  201b.  ;  23rd,  Mr.  Sander¬ 
son,  two  salmon,  211b.  and  171b. ;  on  the  reserve  water, 
Mr.  Minchin,  one  salmon  221b.  ;  24th,  Mr.  Philip  Geen 
caught  two  salmon  311b.  and  241b.  27th,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen  caught  three  salmon  211b.,  211b.,  and  171b.  ;  Mr. 
Knight,  one  salmon,  171b.  28th,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one 
salmon,  241b. ;  Mr.  Knight,  one  salmon,  201b. — W. 
Knight. 

Loch  Tummel  (Pitlochry).— Messrs.  Stewart  and 
McGregor  on  the  22nd,  in  a  few  hours,  had  two  trout, 
4Jlb.  and  Ijlb.  On  the  23rd,  the  same  gentlemen  had 
tliree  trout-  and  two  pike — one  of  the  trout,  a  perfect 
beauty  of  .5ilb.,the  others  21b.  and  31b.  each. — D.  Dow. 

Naver  (Bettyliill,  Thurso,  IT.B.).— The  following 
excellent  sport  has  been  got  since  last  reported.  On  the 
18th  Colonel  Martin  caught  two  salmon,  weighing  71b. 
and  91b.,  on  beat  No.  5  ;  on  20th  General  Hills  grassed 
a  S-pounder  on  beat  No.  6  ;  Mr.  MacCance,  one  of  81b.  on 
No.  5 ;  Mr.  Delasalle,  two  of  71b.  and  101b.  on  No.  4  ; 
and  Colonel  Martin,  one  of  81b.,  on  No.  1.  ;  on  21st, 
General  Hills  grassed  a  71b.  salmon  on  No.  2  beat:  on 
22nd  Mr.  MacCance  had  an  8-pounder  on  No.  1  beat  : 
and  Mr.  Delasalle  one  of  91b.  on  No.  6 ;  on  23rd  Mr. 
MacCance  caught  an  81b.  salmon  on  No.  2  beat ;  and 
Mr.  Delasalle  grassed  two  of  71b.  and  81b.  on  No.  1  ;  on 
24th  Mr.  MacCance  landed  a  7-pounder  on  No.  3  beat ; 
Colonel  Martin  three  salmon  averaging  81b.  each  on 
No.  4  :  and  General  Hills  two  of  71b.  and  91b.  on  No.  3. 

Oykel  (via  Lairg',  N.B.). — An  angler  on  the  Lang- 
well  waters  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  12lb.  on  Narrows 
pool  on  20th  ;  and  on  the  same  date  Mr.  John  Mackay, 
water  bailiff,  Oykel  Bridge,  grassed  a  beauty  of  about 
151b.  on  Langwell  pool. — McB. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — It  is  rather  unique  to  hear  of 
a  spring  run  fish  being  caught  so  far  up  as  the  Tulchan 
water,  yet  such  was  the  case  on  the  22nd  ult.,  when  one 
of  81b.  was  landed  by  Mr.  John  Cruickshank,  game- 
keeper.  Some  six  miles  or  so  further  down,  Mr.  Dann, 
gamekeeper,  killed  on  the  Pitcroy  water,  on  the  23rd 
ult.,  two,  of  6Jlb.  and  71b. ;  and  on  the  17th  ult.,  one  of 
18ilb.  :  while  on  the  22nd,  from  the  Laggan  water. 
Colonel  Smith,  Minmore,  landed  one  of  61b.  On  the 
same  day,  on  the  “VVester  Elchies  water,  Mr. 
Cruickshank,  fisherman,  killed  one  of  171b.,  and 
on  the  23rd,  from  Lord  Elgin’s  portion  of 
the  Easter  Elchies  water,  Mr.  McKinnon,  game- 
keeper  grassed  two  of  61b.  and  7alb.  From  the  Aiken¬ 
way  water,  belonging  to  Mr.  Stewart-Menzies  of  Cul- 
dares.  On  Thursday,  Mrs.  Grant,  of  Glengrant,  landed 
two  of  8ilb.,  and  101b.,  and  Major  Grant,  one  of  81b.  ; 
while,  from  the  Longiiool  on  this  day  week  the  Major 
had  also  another  of  the  same  weight,  during  a  fresh 
hour  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  weather  always  tend¬ 
ing  towards  frost.  On  Friday,  on  the  Arndilly  portion 
of  the  Aikenway  water,  Mr.  John  Shiach,  game- 
keeper  killed  one  of  81b.  The  most  deadly  flies 
on  the  latter  reaches  were  the  Grey  Heron 
and  Purple  King.  The  net  fishing  on  the  sea  coast 
last  week  was  again  very  poor.  This  was  owing  to  the 
stormy  nature  of  the  weather,  the  nets  having  been 
destroyed  more  than  once,  but  as  the  weather  on  the 
coast  is  a  good  deal  settled,  better  results  are  looked 
for  this  week.  The  fish  netted  were  all  very  small,  the 
heaviest  weighing  only  from  101b.  to  121b.  At  Lossie¬ 
mouth  the  total  catch  for  the  week  was  only  4cwt.  At 
the  Sheriff’s  Court  at  Elgin  last  week,  a  man  named 
George  Fraser,  residing  in  Rothes,  was  fined  JOs.  6d.  for 
landing  and  retaining  an  unclean  salmon.  On  Wednes¬ 
day,  when  -writing,  the  weather  was  more  settled. 


although  the  snow  was  disappearing  but  slowly,  and  it 
looked  as  if  a  fresh  fall  was  imminent. — J.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan  and  its  tributaries 
opened  for  the  season’s  angling  on  Saturday  morning 
under  adverse  circumstances.  A  sharp  snap  of  frost 
occurred  on  Friday  night  and  on  Saturday  morning,  the 
edges  of  the  still  pools  were  bordered  with  ice.  By 
midday  the  sunshine  was  too  bright  for  salmon  fishing. 
A  good  number  of  anglers  ventured  out  to  try  their 
favourite  pools  on  the  lower  waters.  The  first  angler 
to  grass  a  fish  was  a  visitor,  viz.,  Mr.  Duncan,  Dum¬ 
fries,  who  landed  a  spring  salmon  of  61b.  out  of  the 
Brewery  Pool  with  fly.  Mr.  James  Thomson,  Annan, 
landed  a  salmon  in  the  Northfield  water,  but  it  turned 
out  to  be  a  kelt,  and  was  returned  to  the  river.  Mr. 
John  Rae,  Bridge-place,  killed  half-a-dozen  yellow  trout, 
but  they  were  not  in  good  condition.  Beyond  the  “  rais¬ 
ing  ”  of  salmon  by  other  anglers  nothing  else  was  done  in 
the  lower  reaches.  In  the  higher  ivaters  Mr.  Lockerbie 
was  reported  as  haying  killed  a  spring  salmon  of  201b. 
in  the  Shillahill  portion.  A  number  of  nice  little  fish 
were  noticed  in  the  favourite  pools  rising.  On  Sunday 
an  extraordinary  heavy  fall  of  snow,  for  the  season, 
occurred  in  Annandale.  The  fall  commenced  on  the 
early  morning,  and  continued  long  after  dark.  On 
Monday  the  snow  was  lying  fully  2ft.  deep  in  the 
district.  A  sharp  frost  followed  on  Monday  night,  but 
the  wind  veered  round  to  the  south  on  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing,  and  the  snow  commenced  to  disappear.  This 
morning  (Wednesday),  however,  we  have  a  renewal  of 
the  snowstorm,  and  the  whole  country  has  a  mid-winter 
appearance.  There  cannot  be  any  angling  until  all  the 
snow  disappears.  The  weather  is  of  the  most  unsettled 
description.  Reports  from  the  other  district  rivers  are 
.all  against  sport.  The  whole  of  the  South  of  Scotland 
is  covered  with  snow. — Heatheebell. 

Tay  (Hillin). — Feb.  23rd,  L.  Cohen,  one  salmon, 
231b.  ;  24th,  Mr.  Glen,  one,  211b.  ;  Mr.  McCartney,  181b.  ; 
Mr.  Bailie  Richmond,  161b. ;  25th,  Mr.  McDugall,  two, 
251b.,  231b.  :  Mr.  Blair,  one,  161b. ;  27th,  Mr.  Lousley 
Williams,  one,  211b.  ;  Col.  Fagan,  two,  241b.,  181b. ; 
28th,  Col.  Fagan,  one,  241b.  ;  Mr.  Archer,  one,  221b.  ; 
March  Ist.  Mr.  Hoole,  one,  201b. 

Tay  (PertK)  . — The  river  has  been  in  good  angling 
ply  during  the  week,  but  fish  have  not  been  rising  at  all 
freely.  Mr.  J.  C-  Spencer,  Newcastle,  fished  the  Birnam 
Hotel  water  on  Thursday,  and  killed  a  fish  of  191b., 
and  Mr.  Campbell  had  one  of  same  weight  at  Aberfeldy. 
Capt.  McDonald  killed  a  small  fish  in  the  Ballathie  ; 
Messrs.  Pople  and  Ferguson  killed  two  on  the  Stanley 
water  on  Saturday,  351b  and  301b. ;  and  Col.  Legh  killed 
two  on  the  Stobhall  water  on  Saturday,  and  one  on 
Tue.=  day.  On  the  free  water  Mr.  Harris  had  four 
whitlings  ;  Mr.  Howe,  six  ;  and  Mr.  Hunter,  three. 

Tweed. — The  rivers  during  the  past  fortnight  have, 
owingto  rain  and  snow  falling  in  the  vale  of  Tweedside, 
been  quite  unfishable.  Anglers  were  in  hopes  of  having 
a  cast  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesda.y  at  the  latest,  but  a 
storm  of  rain  and  snow  on  Tuesday  put  an  end  to  these 
anticipations,  as  on  Wednesday  both  Tweed  and  Teviot 
were  down  about  half  a  foot  from  the  previous  day, 
when  they  marked  IJft.  above  the  normal  level.  Tweed 
especially  was  of  a  very  nasty  snow  broth  colour,  and  it  is 
probable  that  no  angling  will  be  available  for  some  days. 

■Vennachar  (Trossaclis).— Thursday,  Feb.  16th, 
Mr.  Thomas  McFarlane,  one  salmon,  ll^lb.  Friday, 
17th,  Mr.  Thomas  McFarlane,  one  salmon,  191b.  Satur¬ 
day,  18th,  Mr.  McTavish  killed  one  salmon  weighing 
161b.  Feb.  23,  Mr.  Smith,  one  salmon,  141b,  ;  Mr. 
Graham,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  one  salmon, 
151b. ;  Mr.  Kinnaird,  two  salmon,  161b.  and  121b. 
Feb.  24,  Mr.  Smith,  two  salmon,  201b.  and  15ib.  Feb.  25, 
Mr.  McFarlane,  one  salmon,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Graham,  one 
salmon,  1.51b.  Best  killing,  Phantom  Brown  and  Gold. 
Lakes  are  in  first-class  angling  condition.  Fourteen 
salmon  killed  on  Loch  'Vennachar  since  opening  day, 
Feb.  11,  and  one  on  Loch  Achray. — R.  Blair, 

irthan. — The  angling  season  on  the  Ythan  opened 
on  Saturday,  being  three  weeks  later  than  the  most  of 
the  other  northern  rivers.  The  water  was  in  good 
angling  trim,  and  some  splendid  baskets  of  trout  were 
made.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  water  Mr.  Andrew  Murray, 
Inverdon  Cottage,  made  a  basket  of  251b.  ;  while  Mr. 
Woodman-Smith  and  others  had  also  very  good  sport. 
There  is  a  good  head  of  fish  in  the  water,  and  finnock 
seem  plentiful.  The  annual  salmon  dinner  in  honour  of 
the  occasion  of  the  opening,  instituted  some  fifty  years 
ago,  was  held  in  the  Udne.y  Arms  on  Saturday  evening, 
when  a  large  company  of  gentlemen  sat  down  to  an 
excellent  repast,  purveyed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richie  after 
their  usual  excellent  manner. — G.  M. 

Irish  Reports. 

Balliuderry. — The  season  opened  the  lat  inst.  in 
very  unfavourable  weather.  The  few  previous  nights 
were  frosty,  and  Wednesday  was  drizzling  wet.  The 
river  was  also  filled  with  snow  water,  and  altogether  a 
poor  start  was  made.  Fishing  with  the  fly  was  useless, 
but  bait-fishers  killed  some  trout  on  the  white  grub,  a 
species  of  bait  very  scarce  at  present.  I  saw  a  brace  of 
2-pounders ;  they  were  well  coloured  and  perfectly 
recovered.  The  brace  was  secured  by  a  professional  on 
the  sand-bed  reaches.  The  water  is  a  little  high. 

B-uudro-wes. — In  the  early  part  of  the  past  week  the 
river  was  very  high,  and  but  few  anglers  were  out.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  J.  Despard,  fishing  the  upper  waters, 
killed  a  good  fish  llHb.  ;  several  kelt  were  also  landed 
and  immediately  returned.  On  Tuesday  night  a  severe 
frost  set  in,  with  frequent  heavy  snow  showers,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  week  the  country  round  here  was  covered 
with  four  or  five  inches  of  snow,  and  every  piece  of  dead 
water  frozen  hard,  so  that  angling  was  out  •f  the  ques¬ 


tion.  At  time  of  writing  snow  is  fast  disappearing.— 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane  CWaterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  continues  very  poor.  Since  last  report,  E. 
Dennehy  has  had  a  salmon,  91b. ;  M.  Brennan,  one, 
111b.  ;  P.  Brennan,  one,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Kinnear,  one,  7)lb.  ; 
and  Mr.  Beckwith,  one,  71b.  Weather  now  fine,  with 
heavy  frost  at  nights. — 'Thos.  J.  Dennehy. 

Lough  N'eagh. — The  trout  fishing  started  on  Wed¬ 
nesday.  The  netters  on  the  Tyrone  shores  had  but 
poor  luck  up  till  time  of  ivriting.  But  before  the  snow¬ 
storm  of  Sunday  poachers  were  netting  the  loug’a  right 
and  left,  and  made  great  heaves.  Several  seizures  of 
unseasonable  trout  were  made  at  Larne  and  other 
shipping  ports. — J.  A.  B. 

Shaunou  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 

water  has  fallen  considerably  since  this  day  week, 
thanks  to  the  frost  and  north  wind.  Some  of  the 
sluice  gates  have  also  been  shut  down,  which  will  bring 
the  river  to  a  nice  fishing  standard  this  week.  Some 
sport  has  been  had  above  the  bridge,  between  the  dam 
in  the  middle  of  the  river  and  the  weir  wall,  among  a 
goodly  number  of  spring  salmon  that  were  impounded 
in  shallow  water.  Mr.  C.  Lefroy,  killed  four  fish,  171b., 
13Jlb.,  12Jlb.,  and  121b  ;  Jack  Johnson,  in  same  water, 
got  one,  1.31b.  ;  on  Mr.  Young’s  preserves,  fishing  for 
Mr.  Mott,  John  Barry  and  Bill  Malone  killed  a 
9-pounder.  Lots  of  fish  up,  and  prospects  good. — S.  .1. 
Hurley. 


Devon  Sea-Fishery  Bye-laws.— The  Board  of 
Trade  appointed  Friday,  Feb.  24,  to  hold  an  inquiry  into 
the  set  of  bye-laws  which  have  been  proposed  by 
the  Devon  Sea-Fishery  Board,  at  Newton  Abbot,  and 
representatives  came  from  all  fishing  ports  and  gave 
their  practical  knowledge  and  information.  In  a  matter 
of  so  much  importance,  where  the  means  of  living  of 
some  thousands  are  at  stake,  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if 
self-interested  motives,  theory,  or  want  of  practical 
knowledge,  should  allow  laws  to  be  passed  which  would 
be  the  means  of  closing  industries  which,  if  regulated 
properly,  do  not  the  slightest  injury.  It  is,  of  course, 
very  difficult  to  pass  laws  which  would  please  ever;,'- 
body  ;  for  instance,  crabbers  and  in-shore  fishermen, 
who  use  trammels  and  other  nets,  would  like  to  do  away 
with  trawlers  over  their  ground,  and  as  some  of  the  best 
fish  are  found  on  these  grounds,  it  seems  hard  against 
the  trawlers.  Then  again,  small  trawlers  cannot  go  so 
far  off  land  as  the  big  ones,  and  sailing  trawlers  who 
cannot  afford  steam,  would  like  to  stop  all  steam  trawl¬ 
ing.  Therefore,  I  trust  that  bye-laws  will  be  made  on 
the  give  and  take  principle.  One  section  of  fishermen 
must  not  try  to  get  everything  on  their  own  side,  to  the 
detriment  of  another  section,  but  endeavour  to  pass  such 
laws  as  will  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  all  classes  of  the 
fishing  community  as  a  body.  I  believe  in  a  close  season 
for  fish,  the  same  as  for  game,  and  I  also  believe  in 
restricting  the  size  of  mess  in  the  various  nets  so  as  to 
prevent  undersized  fish  from  being  caught,  and  I  am 
certain  that  if  we  could  induce  the  Sea  Fisheries  Com¬ 
mittees  around  our  coast  to  turn  their  attention  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  spawning  fish  and  spawn  until  it  has  arrived  to 
the  fry  stage,  that  our  fish  supply,  this  great  national 
wealth  and  wholesome  food,  would  be  increased  at  least 
tenfold.  Would  that  my  late  dear  friend  and  co-worker, 
Frank  Buckland,  was  alive,  how  he  would  have  worked 
for  the  general  good  of  the  improvement  of  our  fisheries,, 
and  especially  the  various  classes  of  fishermen  who  have 
thousands  of  mouths  dependent  upon  them  for  their  daily 
bread.  It  is  a  known  fact  that  some  classes  of  fish  spawn 
in  shallow  water,  whilst  other  classes  go  straight  away  to 
the  deep  water  for  the  purpose  of  shedding  their  spawn, 
therefore  if  trawlers  are  kept  close  off  shore  they  must 
disturb  the  grounds  of  the  shallow  spawning  fish ;  on 
the  other  hand,  if  they  are  driven  several  miles  from 
fie  shore  then  they  must  disturb  the  spawning  ground 
of  those  fish  that  deposite  in  deep  water,  hence  I  should 
say  let  them  trawl  in  both  places  at  their  proper  seasons : 
but  I  say,  above  every  thing,  construct  nurseries  round 
our  coast  and  protect  the  spawn.  There  was  a  general 
desire  expressed  to  do  away  with  trawling  from  a  vessel 
propelled  by  steam.  This  would  be  a  great  pity,  because 
there  are  several  gentlemen  who  own  small  steam 
launches  that  use  a  small  trawl  just  for  amusement  or 
to  catch  a  few  fish  for  their  table.  I  do  not  see  ?.ny 
harm  in  their  so  doing. — William  Hearder. 


Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— For  Coughs. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed  -  Coughs  and  Lung  Troubles. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  Eeliable. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  1824. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Eefuse  Imitations. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 
Powells  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Influenza. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Goughs  Believed  Instantly. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  Eeme'dy. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powells  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Lion,  Not,  and  Mouse. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Is.  Ijd.,  2s.  3d. 


Holloway's  Ointment  and  Pills. — Dangerous  Chest  Complaints. — 
The  enumeration  of  these  diseases  is  scarcely  necessary,  as 
unfortunately,  most  Englishmen  know  them  to  their  cost. 
Coughs,  common  colds,  influenza,  bronchitis,  asthma,  pleurisy, 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  even  consumption  in  its  early 
stages,  are  best  treated  by  rubbing  Holloway's  Ointment  upon  the 
chest  and  upon  the  back  between  the  shoulders.  It  penetrates 
internally,  checks  the  cold  shiverings,  relieves  the  overgorged 
lungs,  gradually  removes  the  oppression  from  the  chest,  and 
restores  the  obstructed  respiration,  hitherto  so  distressingly 
disagreeable  and  highly  dangerous.  In  treating  this  class  of 
diseases,  Holloway's  Pills  should  always  bo  taken  while  using  bis 
Ointment ;  they  purify  the  blood,  promote  perspiration,  and  allay 
dangerous  irritations. 
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Anglers’  Hotels,  Fishing  Quarters,  &c. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

VERT  moderate  chartree,  facing  the  sea  and  Ley,  the 
latter  oontainlng  nearly  400  acres  of  well-stocked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  groat  size. 
Efflclent  boatmen  and  boats ;  all  bait  found.  Also  sea 
boats  and  good  sea  fishing.  Magnificent  scenery  and 
health  resort.  Gtood  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting 
Resident  Doctor  In  the  village. 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprifiior. 

ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  u  day's  Fishing  in  the  8S0  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 


ALTNAHARRA  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Naver  and 
surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  Trout-fishing  Loohs  In 
Sutherland,  all  of  which  can  be  fished  by  yisitors  at 
the  Hotel.  Boats  on  each  of  them. 

Salmon  Fi$hing  free  during  the  months  of  June,  July, 
Auguet  and  September. 

Charges  Moderate.  Carriages  and  Horses  kept 
for  Hire. 

Wm.  Monro,  Proprietor. 

SALMON  PISHING' 


LOCH  TAY 

Commenced  on  JANUARY  15th,  1893. 

For  Boats  apply  to 

H.  «J.  IVrAISNtY, 

Proprietor. -K  I  L  L  IN  HOTEL. 


Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“  Pike,  perch,  roach,  <fco.,  are  numeroui.”— 
Angler't  Diary. 


Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations  | 
I^ok  for  thp  Welsh  Harp  Station. 

Excellent  Trout  aud  Grayling  Fishing.  i 

Free  to  Visitors  statins  at  the  1 

SWAN  HOTEL  &  BOARDING  HOUSE,  i 

TENBUEY  WELLS,  WOBOESTEESHIEE.  ' 

Eednced  Tariff  for  Anglers.  Special  terms  to  j 
families  wishing  to  spend  winter  months.  Three  : 
meets  weekly  of  Foxhounds  within  reach  of  Hotel.  I 
HENET  HAEDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

RED  LION  HOTEL, 

Oul-vex^ton,  Somex*seti. 

■pXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  in  j 
^  the  Rivers  Barle  and  Exe  free  to  i 


visitors  staying  at  the  hotel, 
all  its  branches. 


Posting  in 


E.  M.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 

WIZTDEKMEBE  I.AKX:  SIDE  NE'W 
HOTEE. 

/TLOOD  Fishing ;  splendid  views  ;  5  miles 
of  uninterrupted  lake  view.  Tariff 
on  application.  Special  arrangements  made 
for  fishing  parties.  Steamers  leave  front 
of  hotel  eight  times  daily  ;  trains  ten  times. 

J.  BROWN,  Proprietor  | 
(Late  of  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Ambleside).  | 

SPRING  FISHING.  ’ 

FANMURE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZELI.  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

Excellent  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on  i 

NORTH  BSK,  FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors.  Besides  j 
the  Hotel  water,  the  splendid  Trouting  Streams  ; 
of  Glenesk,  in  which  Trout  of  good  size  and  quality 
abound,  are  within  easy  distance.  This  is  a  quiet  and 
b^utiful  retreat,  and  the  fishing  is  good  all  the  Spring 
and  Summer  months.  Golf  course  beside  Hotel.  \ 

Shooting  over  1500  acres  by  the  day  or  week.  j 
Keepers  and  dogs  kept.  Particular*  on  anplicatlon.  < 
KEITH  KNOWLES,  Proprietor. 

TROUT  FISHING 

In  the  “Water  Connected  with  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL,  ; 

Dulverton  Station,  i 

COMMENCES  FEBRUARY  15th.  | 

Several  miles  reserved  to  visitors.  , 
Rivers  near  the  hotel.  Five  hours  from 
London. 

IMPERIAL  HOTEL, 

A-BERDEElSr. 

Personally  Patronised  by  the  Royal  Family. 

The  “  IMPEEIAL  "  is  close  to  the  Eailway 
Station,  and  within  easy  access  of  the  Ashing  , 
OB  the  rivers  DEE  and  DON. 

Salmon  Fishing  may  be  had  on  the  Hotel  Water. 
Gentlemen  are  Boarded  During  the 
Season.  , 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL; 

SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on  a ' 
BEAUTIFUL  STRETCH  of  the  TAY, 
and  TROUT  FISHING  on  LOCH-NA- 
CRAIG,  both  with  USE  of  BOAT  FREE. 
_ ALEXANDER  NICOL,  Lessee. 

PERTHSHIRE. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

Kinlooli  -  R-annooIi. 

RIVER  TUMMBL  ANGLING. 

Hotel  visitors  have  free  fishing  on  Loch  Bannoch, 
famous  for  its  very  large  Trout  and  Saltno  Perom. 
Splendid  Boats  and  experienced  Boatman.  Also 
three  i^ee  of  Hirer  Tummel,  where  first-rate  sport  is 
had.  Posting  in  all  its  departments.  Board  by  week  Or 
month.  Charges  strictly  moderate. 

GEORG K  GOW  Proprietor. 


HEW  GALLOWAY,  N.B., 

Eenmure  Arms  Hotel. 

:  IJ OME  Comfortg ;  Charminfir  Health  : 
Resort;  Posting;  Boating;  Fishing.  Sal¬ 
mon,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch  abound. 

B.  B.  BANTOOK,  Proprietor. 

CHISHOLM’S  PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

FORT  AUGUSTUS,  N.B. 

FEEE  SALMON  FISHING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

(Opening  on  Feb.  11)  to  parties  living  in 
this  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady  Gillies 
kept.  Terms  moderate. 

WM.  CHISHOZ.]iI,  I.essee. 

Fort  Augustus. 
LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL. 

Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel  have  the 
right  of  SALMON  FISHING  FREE  ON 
LOCH  NESS. 

For  particulars,  &c.,  apply  to 

TV.  D.  DAVIS,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL,  INVERNESS-SHIRE,  N.B. 
FREE  SALMON  ANGLING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

To  Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel.  Hotel 
situated  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  excel¬ 
lent  Salmon  angling  grounds. 

Boats  and  Gillies  provided.  Terms  moderate 
Post  Office,  Foyers  Hotel,  Inverness. 

DAVID  DIiDER,  Dessee. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

EHOSJiEIGR,  TY  CEDES,  ANGLESEY, 
iiild  Bracing  Climate. 

Hotel  adjoins  Lake  and  Sea,  excellent  Trout 
and  Sewin  fishing  in  Lake  and  Elver; 
Good  Angling  from  boat  or  seashore;  bass, 
pollack,  bream,  conger,  dabs,  <&c.  Boats  and 
conveyance  from  Station  included  in  moderate 
Tariff.  Two  Furnished  Houses  to  Let  for 
Families.  Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTEELL, 

Free  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 

ON  the  celebrated  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullin 
Board  and  Lodgings,  with  boat  and  two 
men,  £4  per  week,  and  two  gentlemen  fishing 
from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week. — 
Thos.  Clarke  and  Sons,  Fishermen. 

APPLY  TO 

T.  C  IL  A  R  K;  E, 

Lough  Conn  Lodge,  Ballina,  County  Mayo, 
Ireland. 


Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen. 
SALMON,  TROUT,  AND  PIKE  FISHING 

Mrs.  ELIZA  McHALE, 
Garacloon  Lodge,  Ballina,  Co.  Mayo. 

A  comfortable,  clean,  and  homely  place  to  stay  at. 
Close  to  Lougus. 

Personal  attention.  Terms  very  moderate. 
Good  Boats  aud  Practical  Fishermen. 

AN  ANGDEB'S  HOME. 

EOYAL  GEOEGE  HOTEL,  Limerick 

FEEE  SALMON  AND  TKOUT  FISHING 

ON  THE  RIVERS 

Shannon,  Mulkearn,  Magiie,  Comogne, 
and  Morning  Star. 

Salmon  and  Trout  in  abundance. 
Season  opens  Feb.  1st.  B'st  months.  March  to 
September.  Special  Tariff  to  .Anglers. 

P.  H.AETIGAN,  Proprietor. 

SALMON  and  ThOUT  FISHING 

IN  RIVERS 

Magne,  Comog'ue,  &  Morning*  Star. 

TEN  MILES  of  the  best  FREE  Fishing 
in  Ireland. 

Salmon,  White  and  Brown  Trout  in  abundance. 

CROOM  HOTEL,  Crcom,  Co.  Limerick. 

T.  D.  McOAKTIiy.  Proprietor. 
Season,  February  to  October. 


BEOWN’S  SALMON  FLIES. 
BEOWK’S  LAKE  FLIES. 
BEOWN’S  TEOUT  FLIES. 
BEOWN’S  PHANTOM  MINNOWS 

(with  or  without  Geen‘s  Patent  Swivel, 
Leaded  or  Unleaded). 

BEOWN’S  INSKIP  PHANTOMS. 
BEOWN’S  INSKIP  DEVONS 

(spin  either  way,  and  Don’t  twist  the  line). 

BEOWN’S  GEEENHEAET  EODS, 

entirely  hand  made. 

Write  for  Price  List  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

64,  GEORGE  STREET, 

^  B  IB  S,  X)  IE!  IB  liT. 

LINES  FOR  SEA -FISHING. 

MOUNTED  READY  FOR  USE. 

Throw  lines  for  fishing  off  Piers  and  Bocks, 
Is.  3d. ;  Is.  9d. ;  28.  3d. ;  2s.  9d. ;  or  6s.  6d. ;  post 
free. 

Rod  lines  complete.  Smelt,  9d. ;  Is.;  Is.  3d.; 
iluUet,  Bass,  Pollack,  or  Codling,  l8.6d. ;  2s.  3d. ; 
38.;  38.  6d. ;  post  free. 

Mackerel  or  Pollack,  for  tovring  after  a  boat 
rowing  or  sailing,  Is.  6d. :  28.  9d. ;  Ss. ;  48. ;  53. ; 
post  free.  Larger  for  yachts,  6a.  6d. ;  7a.  6d. ;  9a. 

HEARDER  &  SON, 

The  Celebrated  Tackle  Makers, 

M-YMOXITH. 

EstahHshed  1770  ffigheet  Awards  Everywhere. 


J.  HOLBROW  &  Co. 

(Late  Jones  d  Co.,  Ill,  Jennyn-street) 

FISHING  ROD  AND  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS, 

9,  Um  PLACE,  JERMYN  STREET. 

Makers  of  Polo  Clubs  and  Balls. 

ESTABLISHED  1879. 

THE 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 

Supported  by  Voluntary  Contributions. 

COMMITTEE  ROOM: 

FORESTERS’  HALL,  Clerkenwell  Ed.,  E.C. 

Pke-SIDENT— ROBERT  BRIGHT  MARSTON 
(Editor  Eishiufj  Gazette). 
Vice-Presidents  ; 

P.  GEEN  {President  Arglers’  Association  of  London 
and  Provincial  Arjfling  Societies). 

C.  A.  MEDCALP  (Prestdent  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs). 

Committee  : 

B  ABRAHAMS.  Allason  United  Angling  Sod  ty. 
W.  H.  BRCKETT,  bood  Intent 
W.  BOWYER,  Prince  of  Walts 
—  BEE8LEY.  Lincoln 
E  CLARK,  Marvlebone 
J.  B.  CLOSE,  Highbury 
W.  FARF.BROTUER.  Amicable  Brothers 
G.  FRANKLIN,  Crown  and  Buckland 

G.  GL'  VEK,  Cl  own  and  Buckland 
J.  JENNINGS,  Bostonian 
S.  JONES.  Eastern  Piscatorials 
J.  LAMING,  Seraphis 
S.  MALBV.  Dalston 
(r.  NORRIS,  Crown  and  Buckland 

H.  NORMAN,  Hoxton  Brothers 
H.  PATMAN’,  Bermondsey  Brothers 
W.  PARKIN.  Great  Northern  Brothers 
W.  H.  SHEAD,  Sociable  Brothers 
€.  WATLING,  Great  Northern  Brothers 
J.  V\  ELCH,  Cambridge  Friendly 
W.  J.  WADE  Anchor  and  Hope 

Treasurer— P.  GEEN. 

TRUSTEES-G.  MANNING.  G.  H.  FIELD,  R.  MURPHY. 
Steward  -G.  H.  FIELD. 

General  Secretary— R.  GHURNPY,  lie,  Murray- 
street,  New  North-road. 

It  remains  an  insolvable  problem  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  and^-friends  of  the  Society  that  only  1149 
members  of  angling  clubs  out  of  upwards  of  6000 
holders  of  privilege  tickets  are  eurolled  upon  its 
books.  Let  anglers  take  this  to  heart  and  make 
strenuous  efforts  to  increase  the  membership  in 
order  that  the  scope  of  the  Society's  operations 
may  be  extended  to  the  benefit  of  the  sick  and 
needy  of  the  angling  community. 

N.B. — Collection  Boxes  for  the  receipt  of  small 
Donations  will  he  supplied  to  Angling  Societies 
desirous  of  placing  such  in  their  club  rooms,  and 
may  be  bad  on  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Anglers*  Benevolent  Society. 

Tlxe  Committee  meet  on  the  Second  and 
rourtli  Fridays  in  each.  Month. 

The  Societn  now  subscribes  for  5  Beds 
in  the  Friendly  Societies  Seaside  Con- 
ralescent  Home  at  Dover  for  the  use  of 
its  members. 

Arglers  holding  Privilege  Tickets  from  the 
Anglers’  or  Central  Associations  are  eligible  for 
membership.  Animal  Subscription,  Is.;  Life 
Members,  £1  Is. 


MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

Klrat  Class  for  Anglers.  Charges  Moderate. 

Al»o  RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  on  the 
Shores  of  Lough  Conn. 

Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 

!  Good  Pike  Fishing  and  Rough  Shooting 
up  to  December. 

E.  MUETAGH.  Proprietor 

FBEE  FISHIKG. 

SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  FEROX,  and 
LARGE  GILIAROO. 

'  MAGNIFICENT  LAKE  SCENERY,  unsurpassed 
1  in  any  part  of  Ireland. 

CARLISLE  ARMS,  CONG,  CONNEMARA. 

I  E.  BUEKE,  Proprietress, 

j  Nearest  Station,  Balllnrobe  (5  miles),  or  daily  Steamer 
I  from  Galway  lands  passengers  within  1  mile  of  Hotel, 
j  FULL  PARTICULARS  UPON  APPLICATION. 

THE  BESTFREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  AND  PERCH. 

Dll  Lough  Corrih,  Lough  Mask,  and  Lough-na- 
Fough.  Hotel  within  seven  miles  of  Ballinrobe 
railway  station,  and  five  miles  of  Lough  Corrib 
steamer,  Cong.  Tariff  for  Board  and  Lodging 
£'2.  5b.  per  week.  Boat  and  two  men  at  68.  per 
day. — Apply  to  JOHN  A.  JOYCE,  J.P. 

Mount  Gahb  Hotel,  Clcnhur,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 


LAKE  VYRNWT, 

NORTH  WALES  vi4  OSWESTRY. 

THE  SEASON  OPENS  MARCH  30th. 

350  ACRES  RESERVED  FOR  ARTIFICIAL  FLY  ONLY. 

Ou  tlie  otlier  part  of  tlie  lake  (about  800  acres)  Spinning  and 
Trolling  with  natural  or  artificial  bait  is  allowed. 

Apply  Miss  DAVIES,  Lake  Yyrnwy  Hotel. 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  Price  List  of  Ova,  Fry,  Yearling,  and 
Two-year-old  Fario,  Levenensis,  and  Fontinalis, 
to  J.  R.  GUY,  Secretary,  Howietoun  Fishery, 
Stirling,  N.B.  _ 


THB  BFOBTUAZrS  VADE  MECDM. 


Est.  1818. 

Ten  PrUe  Medal* 


Gold  Medal*, 
Pari*.  1878, 
London,  1884 


HEERING’S 

ONLY  OENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

FETEB  F.  BEEBINO, 

■>v  vevor  bv  An  ol.  tox.nr.  t  tleRojal  Danish  and  Imperial  Koaslan  Courts  and  the  P>  laoe  of  Wale*. 

‘  Soiu  by  all  respectable  Wine  Mere!  ante. 
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-  NOTICE.  - 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Pishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Pishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Petter- 
lane,  London. 

'E'epmei  of  Su'bscx'lption. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dnnstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  .  10s.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

„  Three  Months  ditto  toto  2a.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage .  12a.  6d. 

Jl.dvex*4iisen*.ei3.<:s. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.— “BIVSAM,  London.” 

TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


-  Wljt  — 
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SATURDAY,  MARCH  11th,  1893. 


THE  PRESERVATION  OF  THE 
THAMES  FISHERIES. 


PETITION  TO  THE  QUEEN  IN  COUNCIL. 


A  CKOWDED  and  representative  meeting  of 
London  and  Upper  Thames  anglers  was  held  on 
Wednesday  night,  at  the  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerk- 
enwell,  to  “discuss  the  proposed  alterations  as 
regards  the  riparian  owners  and  the  Thames  bye¬ 
laws,  and  to  pass  resolutions,  and  draw  up  a 
petition  to  the  Privy  Council.”  Mr.  R.  B. 
Maeston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  was 
voted  to  the  chair,  and  amongst  those  present, 
as  far  as  our  reporter  was  able  to  ascertain, 
were  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (“  Templar  ”),  Messrs. 
W.  R.  Lawes  and  Windred  (Deptford  United 
Brothers),  Mr.  R.  Murphy  (Good  Intent),  Mr. 
R.  Ghurney  (Secretary  of  the  Anglers’  Asso¬ 
ciation),  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  (Angling  Editor, 
Rod  and  Gun),  Messrs.  H.  Heath,  E.  V. 
Powell,  and  G.  H.  Wright  (Richmond  Pisca- 
torials),  Messrs.  C.  H.  Woodall  and  G.  New- 
son  (Friendly  Anglers),  Messrs.  Arthur  C.  Butler 
and  F.  Brown  (Vice-President  and  Secretary 
respectively,  Reading  and  District  Angling  Asso¬ 
ciation),  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  (Anglers’  Association), 
Messrs.  J.  Tayler,  A.  W.  Parker,  and  J.  Hearn 
(Gresham  Angling  Society),  Messrs.  W.  J.  Wade, 
T.  Crumplen,  and  Medcalf  (Central  Association 
of  London  Anglers),  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  (Editor  of 
Angling),  Mr.  F.  Roberts  (Royal  Windsor  and 
District  Piscatorial  Society),  Messrs.  H.  Sargent 
and  J .  C.  Hewlett  (Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  and 
Preservation  Society),  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin  (Junior 
Fly-fishers),  Mr.  J.  McDermott  (Good  Intent), 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (Vice  -  president,  London 
Anglers’  Association),  Mr.  R.  J.  Lupton  (Hatcham 
Brothers),  Mr.  W.  Hutchings  (Cobden),  Mr.  W. 
Ryan  (Barbican),  Mr.  C.  Watling  (Great  Northern 
Brothers;,  Messrs.  J.  Kelly  and  Williams  (Silver 
TrouQ,  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridgway  (President,  Eagle 
Angling  Society),  Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin  (Secretary, 


N ew  Albion  Piscatorials) ,  Mr.  A.  Wright  (  Amicable 
Waltonians),  Mr.  J.  Harwood  (Sundial),  Mr.  W.  H. 
Potter  (Amicable  Brothers),  Mr.  Armstrong  (Ber¬ 
mondsey  Brothers),  Messrs.  G.  Watling  and  F. 
Vanhegan  (Funny  Folks), Mr.  E.  Martin  (Anglers’ 
Pride),  Messrs.  Webster,  Watling,  and  Wood 
(Lincoln),  Mr.  Thorling  (St.  John’s),  Mr.  F.  May 
(South  Hornsey),  and  many  others. 

The  Chairman,  who  was  received  with  cheers, 
in  opening  the  proceedings  read  the  circular 
convening  the  meeting,  and  said  that  he  had 
sent  the  circular  to  all  the  Thames  Preservation 
Societies  up  the  river,  and  to  the  clubs  enrolled 
on  the  London  Anglers’  and  Central  Associations. 
In  response  to  that  circular  they  had  met  there 
that  evening.  He  might  say  with  regard  to  the 
Thames  bye-laws  generally,  that  the  anglers  had 
been  rather  successful  in  getting  certain  altera¬ 
tions  made  in  them  as  a  result  of  the  agitation 
they  had  carried  on.  He  (Mr.  Marston)  had 
avoided  including  in  the  circular  any  matters 
likely  to  create  dissension  there  that  evening, 
and  he  asked  those  gentlemen  who  intended 
speaking,  to  kindly  confine  themselves  to  the 
object  for  which  that  meeting  had  been  called. 
He  (the  chairman)  was  decidedly  opposed  to 
depriving  riparian  owners  of  rights,  when  those 
rights  clearly  existed,  but  at  the  same  time  he  was 
most  strongly  opposed  to  riparian  owners  who 
set  up  rights  which  they  did  not  possess,  and  he 
thought  it  was  their  duty,  not  only  in  the 
interests  of  the  anglers  of  to-day,  but  in  the 
interests  of  future  generations,  to  see  that  they 
handed  down  to  their  sons  the  rights  of  fishing 
in  the  Thames  as  they  now  existed.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  found  that  the  various  angling 
associations  had  expended  the  sum  of  between 
£25,000  and  £30,000,  in  placing  fish  into  the 
Thames  and  protecting  that  river,  and  they 
had  been  relying  on  the  bye-laws  to  protect 
them,  when  the  riparian  owners  appeared 
on  the  scene,  and  said  we  will  take  out  the 
fish  you  have  put  in.  But  their  object,  as 
anglers,  was  to  prevent  that  taking  place.  Their 
motto  should  be  “  Defence  not  defiance,”  and 
when  they  had  heard  the  various  speakers,  he 
felt  convinced  that  they  would  agree  that  they 
had  been  right  in  calling  that  meeting.  The  bye¬ 
laws  referred  to  had  been  altered  by  the  con¬ 
servators,  and  published  in  the  Times,  and  they 
had  had  notice  there  that  those  who  objected  to 
them  must,  within  a  limited  time,  inform  the 
conservators  accordingly,  and  petition  Her 
Majesty  in  Council.  In  order  to  defeat  the  bye¬ 
law  they  had  taken  objection  to,  it  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  necessary  to  draw  up  a  petition  for  jire- 
sentationtotheQueen,andhehad  much  pleasure  in 
telling  them  that  such  a  petition  had  been  drawn  up 
by  their  friend  Mr.  Cook  (cheers),  barrister-at-law, 
and  hon.  sec.  of  the  Henley  and  District  Angling 
Society.  As  they  were  aware,  Mr.  Cook  was  the 
“  John  Bicker.dyke  ”  of  the  Field,  and  “  Templar  ” 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  they  must  all  know 
how  hard  he  had  worked  to  carry  that  matter 
forward  to  a  successful  issue — work  for  which 
they  were  greatly  indebted  to  him.  (Cheers.) 
As  he  (the  chairman)  had  just  remarked,  Mr. 
Cook  had  prepared  a  petition,  which  had  been 
approved  by  the  joint  committees  of  the  Henley 
and  Reading  Angling  and  Fish  Preservation 
Societies.  Although  the  proposed  increased 
riparian  privileges  would  affect  all  anglers,  they 
would  chiefly  affect  the  associations  above  the 
City  Stone  at  Staines.  It  had  been  adopted  by 
two  important  associations  after  most  careful 
consideration,  and  he  felt,  therefore,  it  would  be 
such  a  petition  as  that  meeting  would  recommend 
the  societies  they  represented  to  sign.  He 
thought  a  temperate  and  earnest  prayer  to  Her 
Majesty,  when  signed  by  a  number  of  associations, 
was  bound  to  receive  the  most  attentive,  and,  he 
felt  sure,  the  most  favourable,  consideration  from 
Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  and  Her  Majesty 
herself,  especially  as  Her  Majesty  was  Patron  of 
the  Windsor  and  Eton  Association,  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  were  Pat¬ 
rons  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 
(Cheers.)  If  the  London  County  Council  had 
been  represented  on  the  Board  of  Conservators 
he  thought  the  riparian  owners  would  not  have 
had  it  quite  all  their  own  way.  He  said 
that  because  the  rights  of  fishing  in  the  Thames 
up  to  within  not  so  long  ago  were  under  the  care 
of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Corporation  of  London 
all  the  way  up  the  river,  and  if  the  civic  autho¬ 


rities  had  had  the  drawing  up  of  those  bye-laws, 
they  could  depend  upon  it  the  riparian  owners 
would  not  have  received  the  favourable  con¬ 
sideration  as  was  the  case  at  the  present  time. 
In  order  to  show  how  jealous  the  City  of  London 
once  was  of  its  jurisdiction  over  the  Thames,  he 
would  read  them  an  extract  from  a  most  interest¬ 
ing  work  published  by  T.  Longman  in  1758.  It 
was  as  follows  : — ■ 

Numerous  are  the  instances  of  their  ancestors’  care 
and  vigorous  defence  herein,  when,  on  many  occasions 
this  said  jurisdiction  and  conservancy  of  the  Thames 
has  been  attempted  to  be  invaded  or  disputed  ;  for  read 
only  the  following  essay,  and  you  will  there  find  that 
the  City  of  London  was  always  so  anxious,  nay,  so  well 
persuaded,  of  their  rights  herein,  and  the  common 
benefits  resulting  to  the  public  thereby,  that  they  con¬ 
tended  for  and  defended  the  same,  not  only  against  the 
encroachments  of  private  persons,  but  with  archbishops, 
lords,  high  admirals,  and  even  with  kings  themselves  ; 
and  is  it  to  be  imagined  they  will  now  suffer  so  valuable 
an  authority  and  jurisdiction  to  be  thus  trampled  upon  ; 
or  so  groat  and  general  a  good  as  the  fishery  of  this 
river  thus  daily  to  be  destroyed  ? 

The  Chairman  proceeded  to  say  that  he  had 
received  a  visit  that  day  from  Mr.  Gough, 
the  secretary  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  who 
had  informed  him  that  the  new  bye-law  to 
which  they  were  opposed  was  practically 
more  in  the  anglers’  interests,  and  less  in 
favour  of  the  riparian  owners’  than  the  present 
bye-law.  (Laughter.)  He  (Mr.  Marston)  said, 
“  Well,  if  that’s  the  case,  why  do  you  object  to 
go  back  to  the  present  bye-law  ?  ”  Mr.  Gough 
said  the  bye-laws  had  been  drawn  up  by  a 
gentleman  of  known  ability,  had  been  adver¬ 
tised  in  the  Times,  and  altogether  had  cost  £150 
to  get  out,  and  to  alter  them  would  require  the 
expenditure  of  another  £150.  He  (Mr.  Marston) 
then  called  in  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Gough  and 
he  went  at  it  “hammer  and  tongs.”  (Laughter.) 
Indeed,  he  was  afraid  at  one  time  he  should  have 
to  call  in  the  police  to  them.  (Laughter.)  How¬ 
ever,  it  was  a  very  friendly  sort  of  enmity,  and, 
he  (the  Chairman)  and  Mr.  Cook  later  on  in  the 
day  decided  to  take  counsel’s  opinion,  and 
accordingly  went  to  an  eminent  Q.  C.,  who,  after 
carefully  studying  the  matter,  said  the  new 
bye-law  would  give  the  riparian  owners  per¬ 
mission  to  do  just  what  they  liked,  and  he 
advised  them  to  fight  it  out.  (Cheers.)  Well, 
fortified  with  that  opinion,  he  had  come  among 
them  that  night — (cheers) — and  he  should  ask 
them  to  pass  the  resolutions  which  would  shortly 
be  proposed.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  who  was  very  warmly  received, 
next  addressed  the  meeting,  and  referred  to  the 
representative  character  it  had  taken.  Not  only 
were  the  two  London  anglers’  associations  fully 
represented,  but  with  them  that  evening  were 
delegates  from  the  Richmond,  Windsor,  Oxford, 
Reading,  Henley,  and  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society;  and  Mr.  Russell,  C.C.,  of  the 
Maidenhead  Angling  Society,  had  asked  him  to 
tell  them  that  they  were  totally  opposed  to  net¬ 
ting  in  any  shape  or  form  up  the  Thames.  He 
believed  that  when  the  London  County  Council 
was  represented  on  the  Board  of  Conservators 
they  should  be  much  better  looked  after  than  they 
had  been  in  the  past.  (Cheers.)  He  did  not  think 
the  riparian  owners  would  have  it  quite  their  own 
way  then.  (Hear,  hear.)  At  the  present  time 
riparian  owners’  interests  were  being  looked  after, 
and  the  anglers’  were  not.  They  had  secured 
many  improvements  in  the  bye-laws,  but,  when 
they  came  to  read  them  through,  they  would  find 
all  manner  of  restrictions  on  anglers.  No  doubt 
the  various  deputations  to  the  conservators  had 
been  received  in  a  very  courteous  manner,  but, 
when  they  came  to  look  at  the  conservators’ 
performances,  not  their  promises,  they  discovered 
that  instead  of  a  bye-law  being  made  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  anglers,  it  had  been 
drafted  strongly  in  favour  of  those  persons 
claiming  fisheries  in  the  Thames.  He  (Mr.  Cook) 
said  he  had  been  working  ten  years  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  Thames  fishery  preservation,  and  had 
probably  spent  between  £200  and  £300  for  fish 
for  the  river  at  Henley,  and  now  the  riparian 
owners  had  come  forward  and  induced  the  con¬ 
servators  to  make  bye-laws  which  would  undo  all 
the  work,  not  only  in  that  district,  but  at 
Reading  and  all  the  way  up  the  river.  The  bye¬ 
laws  would  also  interfere  with  the  work  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  Of  course  there  were  no  private  rights 
on  the  waters  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  but  it  must  not  be 
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forgotten  that  fish  worked  up  the  stream,  and 
that  if  at  Windsor  the  riparian  owners  held  sway, 
the  T.A.P.S.  part  of  the  river  would  suffer  in 
that  direction.  As  regarded  the  netting,  there 
were  gentlemen  of  position  living  up  the  Thames 
having  their  £30,000,  who  cared  nothing  about 
it,  but  he  knew  of  persons  who  would  net,  &c., 
and  only  recently  it  was  reported  to  him  (Mr. 
Cook)  that  a  certain  retired  naval  officer  had 
given  permission  to  two  of  the  biggest  poachers 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  association  to  lay 
night-lines  in  the  river,  not  for  his  own  benefit, 
but  out  of  pure  spitefulness,  or,  as  he  would  say, 
to  assert  his  rights.  They  could  imagine  his 
feeling  when  he  licard  that,  and  they  could  under¬ 
stand  the  reason  why  he  was  working  for  the 
River  Thames,  for  them,  and  for  all  anglers. 
(Cheers.)  The  anglers  had  brought  their 
musketry  to  bear  on  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
and  now  was  the  time  for  the  big  gun.  (Laughter 
and  cheers.)  The  big  gun  was  the  petition,  which 
they  must  fire  in  Trinity-square,  Tower-hill. 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)  One  of  the  most  interesting 
questions  that  night  would,  no  doubt  be,  “  Are 
there  any  costs  relating  to  the  presentation  of  the 
petition  ?  ”  He  (Mr.  Cook)  had  been  informed 
that  day  that  it  would  cost  them  nothing. 
(Cheers.)  He  believed  that  eventually  their 
petition  would  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  would  come  before  the  Fisheries’  Inspector. 
He  could  not  for  one  moment  think  that  any 
Inspector  of  Fisheries  would  say  that  the  bye¬ 
law  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  fisheries.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  hoped  they  would  succeed  with  the 
petition,  but  if  they  did  not,  they  would  know 
that  they  had  deserved  success.  (Cheers.)  They 
had  heard  a  great  deal  about  “netting  rights.” 
There  was  no  such  a  thing  in  law.  A  man  owned 
a  fishery  or  he  did  not,  and  if  the  conservators 
said  he  must  not  net  the  fish,  he  could  not  do  so. 
There  was  not  such  a  thing  as  “  private  water,”  in 
his  opinion,  on  the  Thames.  It  was  God’s  water 
and  theirs.  It  came  down  from  the  skies  and  no 
riparian  owner  could  impound  it.  He  could 
drink  it.  (Laughter.)  If  the  conservators  could 
prevent  the  riparian  owners  from  netting,  why 
were  they  trying  to  confer  further  netting  rights 
on  such  a  class  of  persons  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr. 
Cook  then  proceeded  to  read  the  petition  he  had 
drawn  up,  which  referred  to  the  enormous  sum 
of  money — £28,668 — which  the  angling  associa¬ 
tions  and  preservation  societies  had  expended  in 
the  re-stocking  of  the  Thames.  He  might  say 
that  sum  had  resulted  from  figures  supplied  him 
by  the  secretaries  of  those  associations.  The 
destruction  to  fish-life  which  the  bye-law  m  ould 
bring  about  was  also  alluded  to,  and  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  bye-law  was  contrary  to 
the  protection  of  the  fisheries.  Reference  was 
also  made  to  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  number 
of  trout  which  had  been  placed  in  the  river  by 
angling  societies,  the  Thames  Conservancy  now 
issued  half-guinea  season  tickets  to  fish  from  the 
weirs.  After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  Cook 
concluded  amid  cheers. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Close  (of  the  committee  of  the 
Anglers’  Association)  moved  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  : — “  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  of 
delegates  from  over  6,000  London  anglers  and 
numerous  clubs  and  Thames  fishery  preservation 
societies,  the  duty  of  making  bye-laws  for  the 
protection  and  preservation  of  all  the  Thames 
fisheries,  public  and  private  alike,  is  placed  upon 
the  Thames  Conservators  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  that  Her  Majesty  in  Council  should  be 
petitioned  to  disallow  so  many  of  the  proposed 
bye-laws  as  would  confer  on  private  persons  the 
power  of  destroying  or  injuring  the  fisheries  in 
the  Thames  which  have  for  years  been  maintained 
and  stocked  with  trout  and  other  fish  by  the 
voluntary  subscriptions  of  the  public.”  He  con¬ 
gratulated  those  present  on  the  interest  they  had 
taken  in  the  matter,  and  remarked,  that,  although 
the  conservators  had  made  certain  favourable 
alterations  in  the  proposed  bye-laws,  the  good  had 
been  done  away  with  by  the  great  privileges  they 
were  giving  to  certain  persons  up  the  Thames 
who  were  supposed  to  have  certain  rights.  He 
urged  them  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
frustrate  the  intentions  of  the  Thames  Riparian 
Owners’  Association,  and  to  fight,  tooth  and  nail, 
for  “  our  grand  national  river.”  (Cheers.) 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
(secretary  of  the  Central  Association  of  London 
Anglers),  who  said  that  that  body  of  anglers  was 


thoroughly  in  accord  with  what  had  been  said 
about  the  proposed  increased  privileges  to  the 
riparian  owners.  He  thought  that  the  new 
clause  as  regarded  netting  should  be  distinct 
and  thoroughly  understood.  It  was  the  worst 
thing  that  could  ever  have  happened  for  the  future 
of  their  fisheries,  and  he  thought  the  best  thing 
they  could  do  was  to  ask  the  conservators  to 
revert  to  their  old  bye-law  on  the  question  of  net¬ 
ting.  (Hear,  hear.) 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  H.  Heath  (President  of  the  Richmond 
Piscatorial  Society)- next  proposed  the  subjoined 
resolution  :  “  That,  for  reasons  which  have  been 
repeatedly  urged  upon  the  conservators,  this 
meeting  takes  formal  objection  to  (1)  The  omis¬ 
sion  of  the  words  ‘  or  back-water  ’  in  bye-law  16  ; 
(2)  To  the  insertion  of  the  words  ‘  in  which  such 
person  has  a  right  to  fish  ’  in  bye-law  32 ;  (3)  To 
bye-law  33 ;  (4)  To  the  definition  of  the  words 
‘river  Thames’  in  bye-law  36,  as  far  as  such 
definition  does  nob  include  all  the  back-waters  of 
the  river,  and  generally  to  anything  in  the  bye¬ 
laws  which  would  confer  upon  any  person  the 
power  of  seriously  injuring  the  fisheries  of  the 
Thames,  and  that  the  chairman  forward  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  to  the  Thames  Conservators. 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  tbe  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  London  County 
Council  should  have  their  attention  called  to  the 
attempt  which  is  being  made  to  injure  the 
Thames  fisheries,  with  a  request  that  they  petition 
Her  Majesty  in  Council  that  the  bye-laws,  so  far 
as  they  would  inj  ure  the  fisheries,  be  not  allowed ; 
and  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  forw  arded 
to  the  Corporation  of  London,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  the  London  County  Council.” 
He  said  that,  in  regard  to  this  question,  their 
motto  should  be  “  Anglers,  shoulder  to  shoulder.” 
One  point  had  not  been  asked,  and  that  was, 
what  had  occurred  since  the  issue  of  the  last 
Thames  bye-laws,  that  extra  rights  should  be 
given  to  the  riparian  owners  ?  (A  voice 
*■  Nothing.”)  There  was  another  point  he  should 
like  to  refer  to,  and  that  was,  did  they  consider 
that  if  netting  was  not  allowed,  it  would  be 
depriving  the  riparian  owners  of  any  just  revenue 
from  their  property  P  He  took  it  that  it  would 
not.  In  conclusion,  he  said  that  if  the  netting 
was  allowed  to  be  carried  on,  it  would  result  in 
the  wanton  destruction  of  all  the  fish  which  had 
been  placed  in  the  river  by  the  public. 

Mr.  James  T.ayler  said  he  had  come  to  the 
meeting  as  the  representative  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  the  members  of  which  would 
prefer  the  old  bye-law  on  netting  to  remain  as  at 
present.  He  thought  the  riparian  owners  were 
quite  capable  of  taking  care  of  their  own  interests 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Conservators. 
(Hear,  hear.)  But  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
authorities  at  Tower  Hill  had,  in  respect  to  the 
new  bye-laws,  been  acting  in  the  interests  of  the 
riparian  owners,  and  had  ignored  those  of  the 
anglers.  He  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
resolution. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Upon  the  proposition  of  the  chairman,  seconded 
by  Mr.  E.  V.  Powell,  a  resolution  acknowledging 
the  services  of  Mr.  Cook  was  heartily  adopted. 

The  Chairman  then  moved,  and  Mr.  A.  C. 
Butler  (of  the  Reading  Angling  Association) 
seconded,  the  following  resolution: — 

“That  copies  of  the  petition  to  Her  Majestj’s 
Privy  Council  be  sent  to  all  the  Thames  and 
London  angling  associations  and  clubs,  with 
copies  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  this  meeting, 
and  a  request  that  the  chairmen  and  secretaries 
would  sign  the  petition.” 

Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen  moved  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman,  and  said  that  without  Mr. 
Marston’s  aid,  and  the  Fishing  Gazette,  he  did 
not  know  how  they  should  get  on. 

Mr.  Woodall  seconded,  and  upon  the  resolution 
being  put  to  the  meeting,  it  was  received  with 
cries  of  “  All.” 

In  reply,  the  Chairm.an  thanked  them  most 
heartily  for  their  kind  vote  of  thanks.  During 
the  time  he  had  been  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  he  had  always  tried  to  work  with  the 
London  anglers  and  the  other  associations. 
(Hear,  hear).  He  had  had  the  pleasure  before  of 
calling  a  public  meeting  in  connection  with 
Thames  rights,  and  he  hoped  to  do  so  again, 
should  occasion  require.  (Cheers). 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 

On  Friday  night,  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
the  members  of  the  above  well-known  and  old- 
established  angling  society  held  their  annual 
dinner.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  N.  F. 
Harrisson,  and  Dr.  Startin  was  in  the  vice-chair. 
Prior  to  dinner,  the  guests  were  received  by  the 
chairman  and  Mrs.  Harrisson  in  the  Piscatorial 
Saloon,  and,  as  usual,  a  very  brilliant  company 
assembled.  The  custom  of  inviting  ladies  to  the 
dinner  is  a  feature  with  the  Piscatorials,  and 
large  numbers  of  the  fair  sex  have  annually 
graced  the  proceedings  with  their  presence.  Upon 
the  occasion  under  notice  the  attendance  was 
again  of  a  very  gratifying  character,  and  the 
procession  of  Piscatorials  escorting  the  ladies  to 
the  festive  board  was  a  unique  scene  in  London 
angling  club  circles.  Whilst  in  the  Piscatorial 
Saloon  the  guests  showed  considerable  interest  in 
the  handsome  collection  of  stuffed  specimen  fish 
on  exhibition  there,  and  the  members  of  the  club 
were  congratulated  on  the  splendid  headquarters 
they  had  at  their  disposal.  The  dinner  was  served 
in  the  Royal  V enetian  Chamber,  under  the  personal 
superintendence  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Hamp.  The  chaii’- 
man  had  on  his  right  Mrs.  Harrisson,  and  amongst 
tho.se  present  were  Major  Probyn,  L.C.C.,  Mr.  T. 
Ransome  Sachs,  Mr.  B.  J.  Walker,  Mr.  R.  S. 
Fennings,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  Dr.  Startin,  !Mr.  P. 
R.  Scott,  Mr.  C.  J.  Hill,  IMr.  H.  Gray,  IMr.  E. 
Bennett,  Dr.  Head,  Mr.  AV.  J.  Galloway,  Dr. 
Ladell,  Mr.  P.  S.  AYatkins,  Mr.  R.  E.  Booker,  Mr. 
AY.  T.  Galloway  (hon.  sec.).  Dr.  Coates,  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen,  Mr.  AY.  F.  Woods,  Mr.  E.  Foreman, 
Mr.  E.  Foreman,  jun.,  Mr.  D.  Vigo,  Mr.  E.  K. 
Law,  Mr.  J.  Banks  Pittman,  Mr.  J.  T.  AYatson, 
Mr.  Fennings,  jun.,  Mr.  AY.  H.  Brougham  (sec. 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society),  and 
Mrs.  Brougham,  &c.  Several  communications 
from  gentlemen  regretting  their  inability  to  be 
present  were  received,  the  influenza  having  been 
responsible  for  a  number  of  absentees.  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  (Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette)  and  Mr. 
AYm.  Senior  (Angling  Editor  of  the  Field)  were 
both  prevented  from  attending  through  important 
business  engagements.  In  the  course  of  the 
evening  the  following  telegram  was  read  from 
Mr.  R.  Blundell,  who  is  spending  the  honeymoon 
on  the  continent:  “The  Chairman,  Piscatorial 
Society,  Holborn  Restaurant,  London.  Wish  you 
a  pleasant  evening. — Robert  Blundell,  Paris.” 
The  chairman  said  they  wished  the  sender  of  the 
“  wire  ”  many  pleasant  evenings  and  a  long  life 
before  him — a  sentiment  which  w'as  much  cheered. 

The  first  toast  of  the  evening  was,  “The 
Queen  and  Royal  Family,”  proposed  from  the 
chair,  and  followed  by  the  National  Anthem. 

The  Chairman  next  submitted  the  toast  of  the 
evening — “  Success  to  the  Piscatorial  Society.” 
He  said  he  felt  very  much  pleasure  in  being  in 
the  proud  position  of  the  chairman  that  evening, 
and  being  able  to  propose  the  time-honoured  toast 
of  the  society.  (Cheers.)  He  would,  therefore, 
take  the  opportunity  of  alluding  to  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  society  which,  from  the  information  he 
had  in  his  possession,  was  upwards  of  fifty  years 
ago — in  1836.  (Cheers.)  The  Piscatorial  Society 
was  first  conceived  by  a  few  anglers  who  met  at 
the  “  Y'orkshire  Grey,”  in  Piccadilly,  and  who  had 
the  idea  of  forming  a  small  society  for  the  study 
of  things  piscatorial.  That  was  the  foundation  of 
the  present  great  society.  (Cheers.)  On  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  names  of  the  various  chairmen  at 
previous  annual  dinners,  he  found  that  many 
illustrious  men  had  been  associated  with  their 
society — Frank  Buckland,  Sir  Edward  Birk- 
beck,  Sir  John  AYhittaker  Ellis,  Sir  Ford  North, 
and  many  others.  As  regarded  the  society,  they 
had  a  very  valuable  library,  chiefly  composed  of 
angling  works,  a  few  good  pictures,  and  one  of 
the  most  magnificent  museums  of  specimen  fish 
to  be  found  in  the  world.  (Cheers.)  Unfortu¬ 
nately  for  them,  the  fish  were  naturally  of  such 
delicate  construction,  and  were  irreplaceable 
should  any  get  broken,  that  they  could  not  show 
them  to  the  world — they  could  not  let  them  go 
as  far  as  Chicago — but  whenever  they  had  been 
exhibited,  they  had  always  excited  the  greatest 
admiration,  and  at  the  Fisheries’  Exhibition  were 
awarded  three  gold  and  three  silver  medals  and 
numerous  diplomas.  The  committee  of  the  club 
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had  lately  rented  some  private  waters  where  the 

members  could  enjoy  both  fly  and  coarse  fishing, 
and  they  also  had  other  waters  under  their  con¬ 
sideration.  In  that  club  they  ranked  some 
champion  anglers,  and  they  were  in  a  very  flourish¬ 
ing  condition,  and  as  proof  of  that  he  asked 
them  to  look  at  that  gathering,  when,  he 
ventured  to  say  that,  in  spite  of  the  influenza, 
which  had  prevented  many  from  being  present, 
they  would  agree  that  the  club  was  in  a 
prosperous  and  healthy  condition,  was  a  pleasure 
to  its  members,  and  was  a  benefit  to  their 
fellow  man.  (Cheers.)  There  were,  doubtless, 
many  friends  amongst  them  that  evening, 
who,  although  not  anglers,  would  join  their 
ranks,  and  thus  they  would  be  able  to  assist  the 
Piscatorials  in  furthering  their  work  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  anglers,  and  furthering  the 
piscatorial  cause.  In  conclusion,  he  asked  them 
to  drink  to  the  success  of  the  Piscatorial  Society 

he  trusted  it  might  long  continue  to  do  the 
good  work  it  had  now  before  it — and  he  had  much 
pleasure  in  associating  with  that  toast  the  name 
of  Mr.  Sachs,  the  President  of  the  society. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  who  was  enthusiastically 
received,  three  cheers  being  given  for  the  veteran 
angler,  said  he  responded  to  the  toast  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure.  When  he  first  joined  the 
society  it  was  in  a  very  small  way,  although, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  friends,  they  got  on 
better  after  a  time,  but  the  smokey  room  they 
met  in  made  him  very  ill,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  retire,  when  the  members  made  him  a  present 
of  a  silver  cup  valued  at  £'20.  After  a  time  he 
rejoined  the  society,  and  upon  retiring  in  favour 
of  another  gentleman  he  was  made  recipient  of 
100  guineas’  worth  of  plate.  (Cheers.)  That,  he 
thought,  showed  what  a  good  sort  of  fellows 
the  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  were. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  (Mr.  Sachs)  was  pleased  to  see 
so  many  nice  ladies  present.  He  was  a  ladies’ 
man,  and  always  had  been.  (Laughter.)  He  would 
give  them  an  instance  of  it.  (More  laughter.) 

“  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men, 

Which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune.” 
That  was  his  case,  and  he  would  explain  it  very 
briefly.  One  day  he  was  travelling  up  the  Rhine, 
and  saw  a  very  charming  lady,  a  beautiful  fair 
creature,  so  very  nice  (laughter),  by  the  river 
side.  Suddenly  the  wind  blew  her  parasol  inside 
out,  and  he  (Mr.  Sachs)  resorted  to  his  fishing 
basket  and  soon  repaired  it.  The  lady  was 

deeply  grateful  to  him,  and  General  B - ,  her 

gua.rdian — she  was  a  lady  of  title — afterwards 
invited  him  to  cigars  and  wine  at  Coblentz.  Mr. 
Sachs,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Leipsic  to  buy 
precious  stones  as  a  diamond  jeweller,  tendered 
him  his  card,  and  begged  them  to  call  upon  him 
when  they  came  to  London.  They  did  so,  and  it 
resulted  in  him  being  introduced  to  many  of  the 
aristocracy,  and  eventually  to  the  Queen.  He 
thanked  them  for  the  way  they  had  received 
his  name,  and  wished  the  society  continued 
prosperity.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  next  proposed  “The  Press,” 
and  said  the  Piscatorial  Society  was  very  much 
indebted  to  the  angling  journals  for  reporting 
their  proceedings. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ckhmplen  (“  Old  Izaak  ”)  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  toast,  and  said  that  the  Press  was 
sectional,  but  the  People  embraced  everyone 
(Laughter.)  Whether,  however,  it  was  the 
angling  papers,  or  the  other  sections  of  the 
Press,  he  felt  sure  they  were  honestly  repre¬ 
sented,  and  that  the  great  object  in  view  was  to 
further  the  interests  of  anglers.  (Cheers.)  On 
behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  representatives 
of  the  Press  present  he  would  say — 

To  true  piscatora,  one  and  all,  we  wish 

Good  health  to  angle  and  good  store  of  fish ; 

May  no  east  wind  their  chance  of  sport  e’er  spoil. 

Bat  heavy  baskets  long  reward  their  toil ! 

(Cheers.) 

Mr.  E.  Foeehan  next  gave  the  healths  of  “  The 
Ladies  and  Visitors,”  and  said  he  felt  honoured 
in  having  such  a  toast  committed  to  his  charge. 
The  toast  of  the  ladies  came  to  him  with  a  very 
great  amount  of  pleasure,  because  he  thought 
that  if  he  was  not  the  first  he  was  amongst  the 
first  of  the  members  in  proposing  that  the  ladies 
should  take  a  little  pleasure  with  them  once 
during  the  year.  (Hear,  hear,  and  cheers.)  On 
behalf  of  the  club  he  warmly  welcomed  the  ladies, 
and  could  not  tell  them  how  pleased  they  were  to 


see  them  there.  He  had  often  heard  ladies 
describe  anglers  as  “  selfish  men,”  but  the  Pisca¬ 
torials  were  never  more  happy  than  when  they 
were  in  the  company  of  the  ladies.  They  had 
heard  from  their  chairman  that  evening  that  one 
of  their  old  members  had  at  last  made  up  his 
mind  to  enter  into  the  happy  state,  and  he  be¬ 
lieved  there  were  other  members  thinking 
seriously  of  doing  the  same.  (Laughter.)  He 
was  quite  sure  they  had  hearts  large  enough,  and 
it  was  for  the  ladies  to  look  round  and  see  if 
there  were  any  of  them  worthy  of  their  con¬ 
fidence.  (“  Oh  !  ”  and  laughter.)  With  regard  to 
the  visitors,  their  evening’s  amusement  was 
always  enhanced  when  gentlemen  friends  of  theirs 
kindly  gave  them  support  on  such  occasions  as 
the  present.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  trusted  some  of 
them  would  join  the  Piscatorials,  as  they  had 
room  for  two  or  three  other  members,  and  the 
society  was  a  very  comfortable  one.  (Cheers.) 
They  met  at  the  Holborn  Restaiirant  every  Wed¬ 
nesday  night,  and  they  always  endeavoured  to 
make  those  who  came  amongst  them  as  com¬ 
fortable  as  they  could.  He  heartily  welcomed 
them  there  that  evening.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Banks  Pittman  replied,  and  said  he 
trusted  this  would  not  be  the  last  time  they 
would  be  invited  by  the  Piscatorials,  because  they 
had  all  enjoyed  themselves  very  much  that 
evening.  Upon  reflection  he  found  that  the 
ladies  were  somewhat  closely  allied  to  the  society, 
for  if  their  history  could  be  gone  into  many  a 
love-making  had  taken  place  by  the  rippling 
brook,  and  many  an  old  story  told  which  would 
be  told  again.  (Laughter.)  He  saw  many  young 
ladies  there  that  evening,  and  probably  they 
would  follow  in  the  train  of  their  predecessors. 
He  hoped  they  would,  and  that  they  would  come 
to  the  next  Piscatorial  dinner  with  happy 
husbands,  and  so  forth.  (Loud  laughter.) 
Speaking  for  all  the  visitors,  he  thanked  them 
warmly  for  the  kind  reception  they  had  given 
them  and  the  enjoyable  evening  they  had  spent. 

Ma,jor  J.  Clifford  Peobyn,  L.C.C.,  also  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  toast,  and  said  he  was  surprised  that 
he  was  not  a  Piscator  himself,  as  it  had  not  been 
quite  out  of  his  line  to  do  a  little  fishing.  That 
fishing  had  been  deep  sea-fishing.  (Hear,  hear.) 
And  when  he  participated  in  it  it  afforded  him  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  and  gratification.  When¬ 
ever  it  was  his  privilege  to  get  away  for  a  holiday 
he  indulged  in  sea-fishing,  and  he  felt  that  to  a 
busy  man  the  occupation  of  angling  commended 
itself  very  much  indeed.  As  for  the  County 
Council,  he  could  assure  them  that  they  had  the 
interests  of  anglers  at  heart.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
pleasant  news  for  the  chairman  and  the  members 
of  the  society  to  know  a  little  about  the  vexed 
question  of  main  drainage.  (Laughter.)  Hitherto 
the  main  drainage  had  been  such  a  serious  source 
of  pollution  to  the  Thames,  but  probably  some  of 
those  present  would  derive  some  little  amount  of 
satisfaction  when  he  told  them  that  the  chief- 
engineer  of  the  County  Council  had  reported  that 
for  many  months  past  they  had  been  taking  fish 
nearer  London  Bridge  than  they  had  for  many 
years ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  sewage  of  London, 
when  deposited  on  certain  banks  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  out,  had  conduced — he  thought  it  would  have 
had  a  contrary  effect — to  a  largely  increased  body 
of  fish  in  that  particular  district.  (Laughter.) 
He  thought  that  was  a  very  important  item  for 
their  society  to  know,  and  especially  that  section 
of  it  which  took  a  particular  delight  in  deep  sea¬ 
fishing.  (Laughter.) 

Dr.  Staetin,  in  eulogistic  terms,  next  proposed 
the  health  of  Mr.  N.  F.  Harrisson,  the  chairman, 
who  was  received  with  musical  honours. 

The  Chaieman,  in  reply,  traced  his  connection 
with  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  referred  to  his 
early  association  with  the  Thames,  where  he  had 
done  much  of  his  courting.  (Laughter.)  He 
had  always  been  received  by  the  members  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society  in  the  most  fraternal 
and  kindly  way,  and  he  heartily  thanked  them. 
(Cheers.) 

The  health  of  Dr.  Startin  was  also  drunk  with 
enthusiasm. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  an  excellent  pro¬ 
gramme  of  music  was  carried  out  by  Miss  E. 
Carlton,  Miss  E.  Hurst,  Mr.  Herbert  Emlyn, 
Mr.  J.  Bartlett,  and  others,  the  efforts  of  the 
artistes  being  frequently  applauded.  Altogether 
the  dinner  was  of  a  most  successful  character, 
and  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway,  hon.  sec.  of  the  club,  is 


to  be  congratulated  on  the  excellency  of  the 
arrangements  in  connection  with  the  same. 

The  toastmaster  was  Mr.  G.  Smith. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
which  has  just  been  issued,  states  that  the 
society  was  founded  in  1836,  and  congratulates 
the  members  upon  the  growing  prosperity  of  the 
society,  both  as  regards  its  numerical  strength 
and  the  advancement  in  the  weight  of  specimen 
fish,  also  upon  its  social  and  financial  position. 
The  committee  regret  to  have  to  record  with  the 
deepest  sorrow  the  death  of  the  following  mem¬ 
bers  :  Messrs.  J.  Johnson,  W.  M.  Jesse,  F.  Lecluse, 
W.  H.  Clegg,  and  G.  E.  Gilbey.  The  committee 
have  again  to  congratulate  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings 
on  the  way  in  which  he  manages  the  society’s 
funds,  thereby  increasing  the  reserve  fund  to  the 
substantial  sum  of  £204  9s.  3d.  The  total  in¬ 
come  of  the  society  during  the  year  1892  was 
£183  6s.  9d.,  and  the  expenditure  £180  Os.  lid., 
leaving  a  small  balance  of  £3  5s.  lOd. ;  this 
sum  would  have  been  £33  5s.  lOd.  had  it  not 
been  for  the  expenses  of  removal  from  the 
Mona  Hotel,  and  the  new  furniture  which  the 
committee  thought  was  absolutely  necessary. 
Amongst  the  specimen  fish  secured  during  the 
season  the  committee  call  attention  to  the  421b. 
salmon  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Thomas  on  the  Tay, 
and  the  321b.  pike  taken  on  Loch  Conn  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Taylor,  also  the  81b.  carp  caught  by  Dr. 
Head  at  Penn  Ponds,  Richmond.  The  committee 
draw  special  attention  to  the  two  specimen  fish 
taken  from  the  society’s  water  at  Bricketwood,  a 
trout  weighing  21b.  9|oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  H. 
Harden,  and  a  dace  weighing  lloz.  by  Mr. 
Adams.  Special  mention  is  also  made  in  the 
report  of  Mr.  Hare  Winton’s  take  of  salmon  in 
April  last  on  the  Avon  at  Christchurch.  Mr. 
Minton  caught  six  salmon  weighing  1421b.  in 
one  day.  He  hooked  and  landed  four  fish  weigh¬ 
ing  1011b.  during  the  first  hour  ;  this  is  the  best 
day’s  fishing  that  has  ever  been  recorded  in 
Hampshire,  and  the  committee  congratulate  Mr. 
Winton  on  his  day’s  sport.  There  have  been 
several  other  good  fish  captured  during  the  past 
season,  including  a  salmon  taken  by  Mr.  Harden 
on  the  free  water  of  the  Tay  at  Perth,  weighing 
271b.,  and  the  committee  tender  their  best  thanks 
to  those  gentlemen  who  have  taken  so  much 
trouble  in  sending  their  captures  from  all 
parts.  Thanks  are  also  given  to  the  following 
gentlemen  for  their  various  presents  to  the 
museum  and  library :  Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell 
and  Foreman,  a  handsome  piece  of  furniture, 
forming  a  cupboard  for  the  weights  and 
scales  and  fish  trays;  Mr.  L.  H.  Lefevre,  two 
beautiful  etchings  entitled  “Steady,  Johnie, 
Steady.”  by  Nichol,  and  “He’s  a  Jolly  Good 
Fellow,”  by  Dendy  Sadler ;  Mr.  Brougham,  three 
volumes  entitled  “  The  Official  Guide  to  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway,”  “The  Athlete’s  Directory,” 
and  “  Sun  Pictures  on  the  Horfolk  Broads  ”  ;  Mr. 
Harden,  a  specimen  graining ;  and  Mr.  Downian, 
a  volume  on  fishing.  The  report,  in  conclusion, 
expresses  the  officers’  and  committee’s  thanks  to 
the  members  for  their  cordial  support  during  the 
oast  year,  to  Mr.  Walker,  for  allowing  the  mem- 
oers  to  fish  his  water  on  the  Colne,  and  to  the 
editors  of  the  Field,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Land 
and  Water,  and  other  sporting  papers,  for  insert¬ 
ing  matters  relative  to  the  society.  Included  in 
the  report  is  also  a  list  of  the  heaviest  fish  caught 
by  the  members  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
names  of  the  prize-winners  as  follows  ;  Dr.  P.  D. 
Head,  Mr.  H.  Harden,  Mr.  H.  W.  Taylor,  Mr.  E. 
J.  Walker,  Mr.  M.  G.  De  Courcy,  Mr.  R.  Wright, 
Mr.  E.  Foreman,  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway,  and  Mr. 
T.  H.  Adams. 


The  heaviest  snowfall  of  this  winter  lay  on  the 
ground  in  Scotland  last  week.  All  over,  except 
in  a  few  districts,  it  was  over  a  foot  deep,  in¬ 
dependent  of  what  was  drifted.  Now,  however, 
it  has  gone,  scarcely  a  speck  remaining.  The 
weather  for  the  whole  week  from  Saturday  last 
has  been  delightfully  fine  with  strong  fresh 
westerly  breezes  at  intervals,  which  have  made 
the  snaw  skedaddle  right  smartly.  Most  rivers 
in  consequence  have  been  in  very  heavy  flood, 
but  have  now  nearly  all  got  into  fine  trim. 
Angling  also  is  improving,  and  entirely  fresh- 
run  fish  in  the  middle  and  lower  spring  angling 
waters  of  most  rivers  are  being  got. 
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Ox  the  Don,  the  Deveron,  and  the  Findhorn, 
the  three  best  early  treating  streams  in  the  North 
of  Scotland,  there,  as  yet,  has  been  no  appearance 
of  fly,  and,  consequently,  no  trout  have  been 
showing.  _ 

(iuDGEOXEKS  and  minnowers  are  presently  to 
commence  a  raid  on  the  Spey  salmon.  Already 
the  fly-fishers  have  had  their  innings,  and  have 
done  precious  little.  _ 

On  Dee  and  Tay,  the  practice  of  selling  their 
salmon  and  so  turning  their  sport  to  financial 
account,  would  seem  to  be  extending  among 
anglers.  This  savours  of  professionalism,  and 
by  those  who  do  not  countenance  the  practice  it 
is  looked  upon  as  pure  pot-hunting. 


On  Ythan  and  Ugie,  since  the  season  opened 
the  other  week,  anglers  have  been  out  in  great 
force  and  doing  wonders,  slaughtering  any 
number  of  the  kelt,  finnock,  and  sea-trout,  which 
are  in  such  vast  plenty  in  the  tidal  and  lower 
non-tidal  lengths.  These  fish  look  silvery,  and  so 
are  considered  quite  clean,  but  the  most  of  them 
are  thin  as  a  razor,  and  those  who  kill  them  and 
eat  them  have,  certainly,  a  poor  idea  of  sport, 
and  of  the  flavour,  taste,  and  quality  of  seasonable 
migratory  salmonidie. 


So  far,  the  feature  of  the  season  on  the  salmon 
waters  of  the  central  Highlands  has  been  the 
(for  them)  unprecedentedly  grand  angling,  for  the 
time  of  the  year,  that  the  River  Lyon  and  the 
lochs  of  the  Trossachs  district  have  yielded. 


This  week  a  fine  fish  of  251b.  weight — the  first 
of  the  season — was  killed  on  the  Dalmally  Hotel 
water  of  the  River  Orchy,  by  a  Glasgow  gentle¬ 
man.  So  to  speak,  the  ice  then  is  broken  for 
another  year  on  this  nice  west  Highland  salmon 
river.  The  capture  in  question  must  be  regarded 
as  an  uncommonly  early  commencement  of  suc¬ 
cessful  salmon  angling  on  the  Orchy.  Few  years, 
indeed,  is  there  anything  done  before  the  month 
of  April.  _ 

That  famous  early  salmon  stream,  the  Garry, 
of  Loch  Ness,  so  celebrated  for  its  angling  for 
very  large  fish,  has,  up  to  date  this  year,  yielded 
very  much  short  of  its  usual  run  of  sport. 


Salmon  have  been  showing  at  Awe-mouth  and 
running  the  River  Awe  lately.  Sport,  however, 
is  not  looked  for  in  the  Awe  until  a  few  more 
weeks  have  passed,  though,  doubtless,  should 
both  Awe  and  Orchy  continue  to  run  high,  there 
will  be  sport  obtained  on  the  latter  river,  from 
the  fish  being  drawn  forward  up  the  Awe  and 
out  of  Loch  Awe. 


Latest  information  to  hand  indicates  that  no 
salmon  have  yet  been  seen  in  the  Lochy,  and  my 
correspondent  informs  me  that  there  is  no  pros¬ 
pect  of  angling  commencing  for  some  weeks  to 
come. 


On  the  Beauly,  the  Conon,  and  the  Blackwater, 
sport  still  continues  in  a  rather  backward  state. 
There  are,  however,  now  some  indications  of  fish 
coming  more  freely  forward  to  the  coast-line  of 
these  rivers.  Sport,  consequently,  may  be  looked 
for  to  improve  during  the  next  few  weeks  if  only 
good  drawing  waters  prevail  during  the  weekly 
slaps. 


Otk  Inverness-shire  correspondent  writes; 
“  There  was  a  decided  improvement  in  the  angling 
on  Loch  Ness  last  week,  when  fish  were  got  by 
anglers  out  from  all  the  hotels — at  Fort  Augustus, 
boyers,  and  Tnvermoriston.  The  heavy  waters 
brought  forward  a  fresh  head  of  fish,  and  this 
week  I  fully  expect  that  anglers  will  do  very  well. 
Gentlemen  from  a  distance  are  arriving  daily. 
The  loch  is  in  good  trim,  and  the  wind  is  in  a 
most  favourable  quarter — coming  from  the  west. 
Loch  Oich  anglers  are  nippin’  out  fine  big  salmon 
every  day.” 


Ol'r  Tay  correspondent  writes :  “  The  river 
angling  is  not  up  to  much,  yet  it  has  improved 
since  the  thaw  which  came  about  on  Friday  last. 
The  net  fishers  say  fish  have  been  scarce  lately, 
but  that  a  spate  brought  about  by  rain  would  very 
quickly  improve  matters.  There  is  a  flood  at 
present  with  the  snow  hree,  but  to-day  (Tuesday) 
it  is  going  down.  Last  week  an  angler,  fishing 
the  open  water  at  Perth,  had  a  fish  of  71b.,  which 
weight  is  very  rare  for  a  Tay  springer.  A  whitling 
was  killed  on  the  Tummel  last  week,  it  is  the  first 
to  be  got  so  far  inland  this  year.  Loch  Tay,  unlike 
the  river,  has  fished  splendidly  most  of  the  season, 
and  it  still  fishes  very  well  indeed.  No  scarcity 
of  fish,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  them  apparently 
fresh  run.  One  of  341b.,  a  perfect  model,  was 
killed  last  week.  I  hear  of  yellow  trout  being 
got  up  the  Tummel,  but  I  very  much  doubt  their 
being  in  good  condition  as  is  reported.” 


Lots  of  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  North 
Esk  above  the  dykes  and  netting,  but  as  yet  one 
solitary  clean  fish  is  all  that  has  been  secured. 
As  1  have  pointed  out  before,  the  frightful  dykes 
of  Craigo  and  Morphie  keep  back  all  the  fish, 
to  be  taken  good  care  of  by  Mr.  James  Johnstone’s 
nets. 


Colin  Gunn,  of  the  Brora,  writes ;  “  During 
the  whole  week  the  angling  weather  was  poor. 
Frost  daily,  with  cold  winds  from  the  east.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  Hall  had  one  fish ;  Mr.  Gunnis,  not 
out.  (Jn  Tuesday  both  rods  were  blank.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Hall,  one  fish  ;  Mr.  Gunnis,  not 
out.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Gunnis,  three  fish  ;  Mr. 
Hall,  blank.  Friday,  Mr.  Gunnis,  two  fish;  Mr. 
Hall,  two  fish.  Saturday,  Mr.  Gunnis,  two  fish  ; 
Mr.  Hall,  three  fish.  Thaw  set  in  on  Saturday  ; 
river  now  in  flood,  and  good  sport  is  expected 
during  the  week.  The  Duke’s  netsmen  fished 
Loch  Brora  on  Thursday,  and  made  a  desperate 
catch  of  fish.  The  amiable  Professor  has  not  yet 
had  a  day,  but  it  is  quite  on  the  cards  that  he 
may  sally  forth  soon  in  alt  his  war-paint,  when 
the  various  angling  Johnnies  up  the  river  will  be 
getting  a  lesson  in  salmon-catching.” 


On  Tuesday  a  gentleman  had  four  fish  on 
Loch  Tay,  which  averaged  20jlb. ;  two  of  them 
he  had  on  at  one  time. 


A  EEW  fish  are  now  being  got  on  the  Tweed,  the 
Teviot,  the  Annan,  and  other  South  of  Scotland 
and  Solway  district  rivers. 


On  the  Tummel,  the  other  day.  Lady  Georgina 
Home  Drummond  caught  a  fine  fish  of  18|lb. 


There  must  be  some  punning,  for  I  saw  in  a 
paper  the  other  day  that  a  swan  had  just  caught 
a  salmon  in  Loch  Awe. 


The  net  salmon  fishing  in  Scotland,  this  year, 
is  far  behind  that  of  last  year  for  the  same 
period.  Distressful  weather  at  sea  has  dam¬ 
aged  and  wrecked  much  plant.  Altogether, 
since  the  season  opened,  conditions  have  been 
wretchedly  bad  for  the  netters.  But  within  the 
past  two  or  three  days  a  really  wonderful  improve¬ 
ment  has  taken  place.  Fish  in  vast  quantities 
have  been  got  about  the  mouths  of  various  rivers. 
Of  these  the  quality,  generally,  has  been  ex¬ 
ceptional,  and  good  numbers  been  of  extra  large 
size  for  the  time  of  the  season. 


Mr.  MacDonald,  of  the  Grant  Arms,  Grantown, 
writes  me :  “  I  have  now  secured  a  portion  of 
the  Castle  Grant  salmon  fishings  on  the  Spey 
from  the  Countess  of  Seafield,  and  so,  at  last, 
am  in  a  position  to  offer  my  sporting  guests 
salmon  angling.  Although  the  public  have  not 
secured  the  right  to  fish  on  the  Spey,  it  is  satis¬ 
factory  to  know  that  here,  at  any  rate,  the  land¬ 
lord’s  right  will  not  be  enforced  except  in  the 
case  of  poachers.  The  salmon  angling  on  the 
water  I  have  rented  will  be  best  during  April 
and  May.”  _ 

The  best  killing  and  most  popular  flies  on  Dee 
and  Spey  this  season,  so  far,  have  been :  Gordon, 
Dunt,  Whitewing,  Gray  Heron,  and  Purple  King. 
But  of  course  anglers  have  done  well  with  many 
others,  especially  on  the  Dee. 


This  year  there  appears  to  be  an  unusual 
scarcity  (to  infer  from  the  takes)  of  large  winter 
fish  in  the  Naver  and  Helmsdale.  Those  fish 
usually  begin  the  angling  season.  On  the  Thurso 
more  have  been  got  than  on  either  the  Helms¬ 
dale  or  the  Naver.  The  latter  river  continues  to 
give  fully  better  than  average  early  season  re¬ 
sults,  but  the  sport  on  the  former  is  not  nearly 
so  good  as  the  rods  fishing  it  could  wish. 


I  MARK  that  in  his  last  week’s  river  report  our 
Helmsdale  correspondent,  who  is  seldom  without 
something  new  to  trot  out,  speaks  of  nothing 
having  been  done  by  haul  angling.  What,  in  the 
name  of  wonder,  can  this  be  ?  Has  it  any  refer¬ 
ence  to  anglers  hauling  nets  through  the  pools  of 
the  Helmsdale  river  ? 


I  notice  in  the  Perthshire  Constitutional,  that, 
“  by  invitation.  Captain  W.  S.  Ferguson,  Pictston- 
hill,  and  Mr.  Pople  fished  Colonel  Stewart 
Sandeman’s  water  on  Saturday,  at  Stanley. 
They  landed  two  beautiful  salmon  at  the  ‘  Dun¬ 
geon  ’  and  ‘  Horsey,’  weighing  801b.  and  351b. 
There  was  some  ‘  horse  ’  play  on  the  part  of  the 
35-pounder.  It  landed  the  fisherman  on  his  back 
in  the  boat  before  it  was  safely  knocked  on  the 
head  by  the  head  boatman,  John.”  It  is  not 
hinted  that  there  was  any  strong  water  going. 


A  NORTH  coast  sporting  friend  writes  me  ; — “  I 
don’t  hear  that  old  Red  Night-cap  or  Lang  Sandy 
o’  the  Blues  has  been  out,  but  despite  the  frequent 
visits  and  the  skilful  playing  of  the  great  Halla- 
dale  eagle  by  mine  genial  and  popular  host  of  the 
Forsinard  Hotel,  Mr.  George  Murray,  the 
Halladale,  as  yet,  has  yielded  but  one  salmon. 
But  something  ought  to  be  done  on  Monday. 
A  spate  is  now  on,  and  high  tides,  which  are  in 
favour  of  fish  running,  should  make  matters 
right  for  thp  celebrated  Strath  Halladale  rods, 
who  are  sick  and  tired  of  the  hitherto  sorry  state 
of  affairs  this  year.  The  weather  has  been  very 
rough  lately.  The  Forss  nets  are  fished  nearer  to 
the  river  mouth  than  what  they  ought  to  be,  and 
so  do  much  to  hurt  the  angling.  But  Smith’s, 
the  lessee,  time  is  up  in  August,  when  I  expect 
Mr.  Arkwright,  the  sporting  tenant,  will  lease 
the  netting  rights,  and  work  the  fishery  very 
largely  for  the  benefit  cf  the  angling.” 


Our  Deeside  correspondent  writes  :  “  Sir 
William  Cunliff  Brooks,  Bart.,  goes  to  the 
World’s  Fair.  To  be  in  at  the  opening  he  leaves 
next  month,  and  accordingly  has  determined 
upon  letting  the  Forest  waters  for  April  and 
May.  In  fact,  Mr.  Barry,  jun.,  of  Keiss,  has 
already  secured  the  greater  portion  of  them — 
the  reaches  above  the  bridge  of  Dinnet — for  the 
two  months.  This  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the 
finest  bits  of  salmon  water  in  the  kingdom.  The 
Culter  water  on  the  Dee,  and  the  Grandholm 
water  on  the  Don,  are  now  at  the  command  of 
guests  from  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen.  A 
fine  salmon  of  381b.  was  got  at  the  harbour 
mouth,  Aberdeen,  on  Saturday.  ‘  Gudgeoners  ’ 
cannot  get  their  favourite  (sic)  lure  large  enough. 
There  has  been  an  epidemic  raging,  and  the 
bigger  boys  have  all  gone  over  to  the  majority  ; 
so  ‘  dace  ’  are  now  being  brought  north,  and  are 
said  to  worli  admirably.  I  have  made  strict  in¬ 
quiries  all  over  the  Dee  this  season,  in  collecting 
my  reports  and  otherwise,  as  to  the  killing  lure. 
For  every  half-dozen  fish  killed  up  to  date,  four 
have  been  to  the  fiy,  and  two  to  the  Phantom, 
gudgeon,  or  minnow.  This  is  usually  the  case  in 
the  very  early  months,  but  probably,  by  the 
end  of  March  and  all  through  April,  the 
case  may  be  otherwise.  When  the  local  snow- 
broth  has  spent  itself,  the  “  March  Brown  ”  will 
likely  be  on.  There  were  few  “  feeding”  days 
last  year.  With  the  first  advent  of  the  fly,  trout, 
salmon,  and  kelt  from  below  make  the  pools  boil 
far  and  near.  Yet,  till  night-fall,  sport  is  seldom 
had.  Then  a  flight  of  sexual  “  March  Browns  ” 
worked  round  the  eddies  is  a  sure  killer.  The 
Deeside  Hatchery  is  now  in  grand  working 
order.  The  superintendent  has,  in  addition  to 
his  stock  of  salmon  in  embryo,  2000  fine  Loch 
Leven  fry,  three  weeks  old,  which  he  has  hatched 
out  with  only  a  loss  of  about  one  per  cent.  A 
sportsman  (P)  who  pays  the  lump  sum  of  £'3o0 
for  his  section  on  the  Dee,  has  been  rubbing  his 
hands  with  glee  over  the  enhanced  price  realised 
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for  his  salmon.  He  gets  twopence  the  pound 
more  than  his  contract  price  of  last  year.  He 
should  be  presented  with  a  signboard.” 


Our  Deveron  correspondent  writes :  “  The 
Arctic-like  conditions  which  have  prevailed  in 
the  north  for  the  past  few  weeks  have  put  the 
river  Deveron  into  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  for 
anglers.  Fish  appear  to  be  very  shy.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks,  however,  anglers  will  be 
fairly  at  work,  and  as  there  are  signs  of 
numerous  fish  being  in  the  river  and  very 
little  disease,  a  successful  season  is  antici¬ 
pated.  There  are  no  changes  of  lessees  to 
chronicle  along  the  course  of  the  river,  and 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  the  different 
sections  will  be  fished  mostly  by  former  tenants. 
We  observe  that  the  Fishery  Board  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  of  the  river  Deveron  has  issued  the  following 
notice :  “  That  every  person  who  wilfully  takes 
or  destroys  any  sraolts  or  salmon  fry,  or  shall 
buy,  sell,  or  have  in  his  possession  the  same,  or 
iniures  or  obstructs  the  passage  of  the  young  of 
salmon,  including  smolts,  parr,  or  brannacks,  will 
l)e  prosecuted  under  provisions  of  ‘  The  Salmon 
Fisheries  (Scot.)  Act  1862.’” 


Our  Speyside  cori’espondent  writes :  “A  small 
stone,  weighing  6  drams  avoirdupois  weight,  was 
found  in  the  stomach  of  a  yellow  trout  weighing 
21b.,  caught  last  week  in  the  Dip  pool,  near 
Craigellachie,  by  Ogg,  keeper  to  Mr.  Teacher, 
of  Glasgow.  Interest  in  the  Spey  trout  fishing 
dispute  has  been  revived  by  a  rumour  that  after 
all  an  appeal  is  to  be  lodged  against  Lord 
Kyllachy’s  decision.  An  Aberlour  correspondent 
writes  that  thereabout  everyone  is  expressing 
the  hope  that  the  colours  will  be  nailed  to 
the  mast,  and  the  fight  carried  on  to  the 
bitter  end,  and  declaring  that  not  only  should 
appeal  be  made  to  a  higher  court,  but  that 
every  effort  should  be  put  forth  to  call  the 
attention  of  fishing  brethren  on  the  coast  to  the 
necessity  of  aiding  in  pressing  the  question  of 
river  rights  into  prominence  in  the  present 
county  election.  The  necessity  is  also  advocated 
of  having  inserted  in  the  coming  Fishery  Bill, 
which  the  present  Government  have  promised,  a 
clause  dealing  with  trout  fishing,  whereby  all 
trout  fishing,  which  has  been  freely  exercised  and 
enjoyed  for  forty  years  and  upwards  (such  as  in 
the  present  case)  shall  henceforth  belong  by  law, 
as  well  as  by  justice,  to  the  people.  Speaking  at 
Aberlour,  on  Friday  night,  Mr.  J.  A.  Grant,  the 
Unionist  candidate  who  is  contesting  the  seat  for 
Banffshire  in  room  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Duff,  said  that, 
speaking  as  one  of  the  public,  he  could  not  see 
that  any  injustice  would  be  done  to  anyone  if 
the  right  of  fishing  for  trout,  which  had  been 
exercised  by  the  public  for  a  long  period  without 
interruption  or  opposition  should  be  confirmed  to 
them.  He  was  also  entirely  in  favour  of  salmon 
fishing  being  given  to  the  people  in  the  places 
where  the  right  to  it  was  held  by  the  Crown.  In 
enclosing  a  cheque  for  £5  as  a  contribution  to 
the  defence  fund,  Mr.  Seymour  Keay,  M.P.  for 
Moray  and  Nairn,  says  he  will  be  most  happy  to 
give  his  cordial  support  in  Parliament  to  all 
efforts  made  to  secure  the  popular  title  to  the 
Spey  and  other  fi.shings.  He  also  points  out 
that  the  Lord  Advocate,  in  his  reply  to  a  question 
of  his,  appeared  to  differ  from  Lord  Kyllachy  by 
saying  that  prescriptive  possession  did  make 
good  fishing  rights.  He  trusts  that  the  defender 
may  ultimately  come  off  victorious,  although  the 
decision  in  the  meantime  has  gone  against  him.” 


McBouncer  writes :  ”  Numerous  as  Gaelic 
proverbs  are,  it  is  not  easy  to  collect  a  sufficient 
number  bearing  on  fish  or  fishing  to  supply  a 
weekly  ‘  Note,’  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  ‘  Dean 
maorach  fhad  sa  bhros  an  traigh  ann  ’ — Get  bait 
v;hile  the  tide  is  out — is  only  another  way  of  saying, 
Make  hay  while  the  sun  shines.  The  meaning  of 
‘  Cuir  do  lamh  sa  chliabh ’s  thoir  do  rogha  liabag 
as  ’ — Put  your  hand  in  the  creel  and  take  your  choice 
of  flounders — is  somewhat  doubtful,  but  is  gene¬ 
rally  understood  to  apply  to  the  uncertainties  of 
matrimony;  and,  if  so,  it  is  certainly  a  more 
gallant  way  of  putting  it  than  the  Lowland 
Scotch  :  ‘  Pit  yir  han’  in  the  creel,  and  draw  an 
adder  or  an  eel.’  ‘  Cha  d’  thainig  iasg  as  a  chuan 
nach  eil  cho  math  ann  ’ — No  fish  ever  came  out  of 
water  hut  left  as  good  in  it — is  a  proverb  common 


to  many  languages,  though  not  expressed  exactly 
in  the  same  way.  The  Lowland  Scotch  say, 
‘  There’s  as  guid  fish  in  the  sea  as  ever  cam’  oot  o’t.’ 
The  Irish  go  even  further  by  saying  that, 
‘  There  are  better  fish  in  the  ocean  than  ever 
came  out  of  it,’  which  is  probably  correct,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  protestation  of  anglers  who 
may  happen  to  land  salmon  of  39f  lb.  or  495-lb.,  as 
the  case  may  be.  ‘  Oho  fallain  ris  a  bhreac  ’ — As 
healthy  as  a  trout — is  a  very  common  Gaelic  ex¬ 
pression,  which  indicates  that,  whether  trout 
were  liable  to  disease  or  not,  the  old  Highlanders 
were  not  aware  of  it.” 


Mr.  ARCimuLD  Harper  writes  :  “  I  trapped  a 
very  large  dog  otter  the  other  day,  at  Traillpool. 
It  dragged  the  trap  for  half-a-mile  down  the 
river,  and  tried  to  get  down  the  sluice  at  Halkirk 
Mill-race,  but  the  chain  got  entangled  in  the 
building,  and  Mr.  Otter  was  soon  drowned.  He 
measured  4ft.  2in.  from  tip  to  tip,  and  weighed 
33  .jib.  His  mate  is  still  at  large,  but  I  expect  to 
have  her  secured  when  the  river  falls  to  medium 
height,  so  that  I  can  get  my  traps  in  the  proper 
places.  Is  not  this  a  great  weight  for  an  otter  ? 
It  is  the  heaviest  I  ever  caught.  The  angling 
has  been  very  poor  for  the  past  week  ;  owing  to 
the  severe  frost  the  river  fell  to  a  very  low  level, 
and  many  of  the  pools  were  frozen  over  for 
several  days.  Thaw  has  come  not  a  day  too 
soon ;  the  river  is  in  good  spate  ;  a  large  run  of 
fish  is  expected,  as  they  were  seen  in  the  bay 
close  by  the  river-mouth  on  Saturday,  apparently 
waiting  to  come  up  as  soon  as  the  spate  came. 
The  ova  in  our  hatchery  are  nearly  all  hatched 
successfully.  The  fry  in  the  ponds  (year-olds) 
are  all  doing  well.” 


Thames  Rights  and  Wrongs. — In  a  recent 
Daily  News  article  detailing  the  troubles  of  the 
free  fisher  of  the  British  Islands,  the  sufferings 
of  the  Thames  angler  were  referred  to  as  a  past 
experience.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  brother¬ 
hood  are  even  at  this  moment  plunged  in  a  sea  of 
difficulty.  Descending  to  plain  words,  the  Lon¬ 
don  anglers  are  face  to  face  with  a  doubled- 
barrelled  agitation.  The  state  of  affairs  may  be 
explained  in  a  few  sentences.  The  Thames  Con¬ 
servators  have  for  some  time  been  engaged  in 
overhauling  the  bye-laws  by  which  the  river  is 
governed,  and  drafts  were  sent  round  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  various  bodies  interested  in  its 
good  management.  The  angling  associations, 
from  London  upwards,  accordingly  made  certain 
suggestions,  and  a  revised  draft  has  been  sent  out 
showing  how  many  of  them  were  adopted  at  head¬ 
quarters.  Hence  the  present  tears.  The  angling 
fraternity  are  in  arms,  declaring  that  though 
some  of  their  suggestions  have  been  acted  upon, 
the  most  important  are  unheeded.  There  appear 
to  be  two  central  societies  of  London  anglers,  and 
it  was  certainly  an  unfortunate  circumstance  that 
when  a  deputation,  claiming  to  represent  four 
thousand  persons,  waited  upon  the  conservancy 
authorities  on  Tower-hill  to  complain  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  regulations,  they  were  informed  that 
another  deputation,  claiming  to  represent  some 
fifteen  hundred,  had  been  there  to  express  their 
entire  satisfaction  with  them.  The  objectors 
apparently  are  aggrieved  because  the  standard 
limit  of  pike  remains  at  a  figure  (eighteen  inches) 
that  will  not  prevent  the  slaughter  of  baby  fish ; 
that  the  fence  months  for  fish  other  than  trout 
are  not  changed ;  that  fish  culture  is  restricted ; 
that — and  this  is  the  greatest  grievance  of  all — 
there  is  a  bye-law  under  which  any  riparian 
owner  may  net  out  from  the  portion  of  the  river 
over  which  he  claims  private  rights  every  fish 
that  swims,  if  it  so  pleases  him.  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook, 
a  barrister  who  takes  much  interest  in  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  Thames  for  the  people,  has  circu¬ 
lated  a  list  of  no  fewer  than  seven  objectionable 
privileges  which  will  be  legally  given  to  riparian 
owners  should  these  bye-laws  be  confirmed.  The 
matter  is  not  yet,  however,  beyond  mending,  and 
the  conservators  are  said  to  be  quite  ready  to 
reconsider  the  clauses  in  dispute.  It  is,  therefore, 
of  primary  importance  that  the  London  anglers 
should  agree  amongst  themselves  as  to  what  they 
really  want ;  and  to  this  end  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
the  able  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  has  signi¬ 
fied  his  intention  of  calling  a  representative  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  object  of  securing  unanimity — Daihj 
News. 
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Some  Dressings  of  the  March  Brown. — There 
is  probably  no  fly  in  existence  that  has  such 
a  variety  of  dressings  as  the  March  Brown. 
During  the  past  week  an  enthusiastic  friend  of 
mine  has  shown  me  at  least  a  dozen  different 
patterns  of  this  fly,  and  as  I  know  many  of  my 
readers  are  always  seeking  around  for  informa¬ 
tion  respecting  new  flies,  I  give  a  few  of  what  1 
consider  the  best  from  my  friend’s  collection 
No.  1.  Body,  hare’s  ear,  dark;  ribbed  distinctly 
with  gold  tinsel ;  legs  and  tail,  three  whisks  from 
a  partridge’s  tail  feather ;  wings,  hen  pheasant ; 
hook.  No.  3,  Kendal  scale. — No.  2.  Body,  orange- 
brown  mohair,  ribbed  with  greenish-yellow  silk ; 
legs  and  tail,  three  strands  from  a  partridge’s 
tail  feather ;  wings,  hen  pheasant ;  hook.  No.  3, 
Kendal  scale. — -No.  3.  Body,  plain  undyed  quill ; 
legs  and  tail,  from  partridge’s  tail;  wings,  hen 
pheasant ;  hook.  No.  3,  Kendal  scale. — No.  4. 
Body,  plain  undyed  quill ;  tail,  three  strands  from 
partridge’s  tail  feather,  hackled  with  feather 
from  a  partridge’s  back ;  hook.  No.  2,  Kendal 
scale. — No.  5.  Body,  hare’s  ear,  ribbed  with  yellow 
silk;  tail,  three  strands  from  partridge’s  tail 
feather;  legs,  partridge  hackle;  wings,  ditto; 
hook,  No.  3,  Kendal  scale.  This  is  the  dress¬ 
ing  of  the  male  fly,  and  kills  well  in  cold, 
dull  weather. — No.  6.  Body,  tail,  and  legs  as 
above;  wings,  from  a  speckled  brown  hen;  hook. 
No.  3,  Kendal.  A  splendid  killer  anywhere. — ’ 

“  Halcyon,”  in  the  weekly  edition  of  the  Leeds 
Mercury.  _ 

The  Jews  and  Fresh-water  Fish. — In  the 
course  of  a  conversation  the  writer  had  with  a 
fishmonger  who  buys  the  whole  of  his  fish  at 
Billingsgate  Market,  the  latter  said  how  very 
eager  the  Jewish  retailers  competed  for  fresh¬ 
water  fish,  when  any  was  for  sale.  It  is  an 
established  fact  that  our  Jewish  fellow-country¬ 
men,  owing  to  the  care  which  they  take  in 
rejecting  any  flesh  or  Rsh  that  is  by  them  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  “unclean,”  avoid  contracting 
diseases  more  or  less  common  among  “  Gentiles”; 
and  for  the  purposes  of  this  paragraph,  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  stop  to  inquire  whether  or 
not  the  exigencies  of  modern  life  in  great  cities 
prevent  the  poorer  class  of  Hebrews  from  always 
strictly  observing  the  Levitical  injunction — not 
so  much  in  restricting  themselves  to  eating  river 
and  sea  fish  only  that  “  hath  fins  and  scales,”  but 
in  guarding  against  purchasing  for  consumption 
river  coarse  fish  in  the  “  close,”  or  breeding 
season,  when  such  fish  are  obviously  “  unclean  ” 
and  unfit  for  the  food  of  any  man.  This  is  a 
subject  important  to  Jews  from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view,  and  equally  so  to  Gentile  anglers  in 
their  naturally  determined  opposition  to  any 
river  coarse  fish  being  permitted  to  be  sold 
wholesale  in  any  London,  or  other  fish  market, 
or  retail  for  the  use  of  the  Jews  during  the  legal 
“  close  ”  time.  Gentlemen  who  may  have  their 
ponds  or  lakes  netted  for  cleansing  purposes 
during  or  after  the  “  close  ”  time,  rarely  nowa¬ 
days  dispose  of  surplus  carp, .  tench,  rudd  and 
roach,  perch  and  pike,  otherwise  than  by  pre¬ 
senting  a  portion  alive  to  some  local  angling 
preservation  association,  and  the  rest  is  given  to 
workmen  and  villagers.  Consequently,  when 
consignments  of  fresh-water  coarse  fish  are  sent 
to  Billingsgate  or  any  other  London  markets, 
especially  in  the  “  close  ”  time,  not  only  the 
Jewish  purchasers,  but  inspectors  of  the  markets 
— the  one  should  refuse  to  buy,  and  the  other 
decline,  in  the  interests  of  the  anglers,  to 
permit  the  thing  to  go  on.  We  are  far  stricter 
not  to  permit  the  sale  of  English  and  Scotch 
lowland-bred  game  birds  beyond  a  reasonable 
time  for  clearance  after  Feb.  1,  and  the  same 
strictness  ought  in  future  to  be  observed  for  the 
due  protection  of  coarse  fish  during  the  breeding 
season  in  our  rivers  and  some  of  the  Broads  and 
takes.  Advantage  may  be  taken  in  that  some 
lakes,  if  not  also  a  few  broads,  are  open  for 
angling  during  the  “  clo.se  ”  times ;  but  when 
the  London  County  Council  shall  have  got 
control  of  the  present  wholesale,  and  new  retail 
markets  to  be  established,  greater  checks  might 
be  placed  upon  selling  any  “unclean”  river 
fish  having  “  scales  and  fins,”  and  the  poorest 
Jews  might  mark  what  is  said  in  good  faith. — F. 
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THE  SPRING  SALMON  RIVERS 
SCOTLAND. 

AS  THEY  ARE. 
{Continued  from 'page  151.) 


OF 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


The  first  salmon  river  north  of  the  Ness  is  the 
Beauly,  the  proprietor  of  which  is  Lord  Lovat. 
Though  itself  of  no  great  length,  it  has  several 
large  affluents,  and,  with  these  having  added  their 
waters,  it  assumes,  ere  it  enters  the  Beauly  Firth, 
the  proportions  of  a  considerable  river — the 
second  largest  north  of  the  Spey.  It  does  not 
possess  any  great  reputation  for  spring  fish,  and 
indeed  never  did,  nevertheless  it  cannot  he  said 
that  it  is  not  a  spring  salmon  river.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  most  noteworthy  as  a  summer  angling  water, 
principally  for  grilse.  There  can  he  no  question 
that  its  head  of  early  fish  has  diminished.  The 
noble  proprietor  has  all  along  been  generous  in 
his  treatment  of  the  fishery,  but,  unfortunately, 
his  desire  to  nurse  it  has  been  rendered  nugatory 
by  very  severe  netting,  belonging  to  another  pro¬ 
prietor,  which  has  told  its  tale  in  a  marked 
degree.  Constantly  the  netting  has  taken  toll  of 
the  fish  passing  upthe 
firth,  feeling  their  way 
towards  the  mouth  of 
the  river ;  and  the  in¬ 
jury  thus  done  to  the 
sporting  interest  has 
occasioned  several  ac¬ 
tions  at  law  by  Lord 
Lovat,  in  which,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  to  be  regret¬ 
ted,  his  lordship  was 
worsted. 

The  Conon  and  its 
tributary,  the  Black- 
water,  were  for  a  long 
time  sadly  racked  by 
cruives  and  netting. 

At  last,  however, 
thanks  to  the  enter- 
prize  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors,  both  cruives  and 
nets  have  been  bought 
up.  This  step  was 
taken  a  few  years  ago, 
since  which  time  sporD 
has  improved.  The 
netting  in  the  river 
Conon  used  to  he  very 
effective,  the  nets  at  , 
the  various  places 
having  such  fine  level 
sweeps,  void  almost 
of  a  single  “  raker,” 
and  commanding  the 
whole  width  of  the 
river,  that  scarcely 
a  fish  managed  to 
escape,  except  during  , 
heavy  floods.  In  those 
days  the  fish  that  did 
escape  the  nets  were 


tioned,  the  run  of  fish  in  good  strength  will 
gradually  become  earlier.  Sport,  hitherto,  has 
not  been  of  much  account  earlier  than  the  month 
of  April. 

Quite  an  array  of  salmon  rivers,  every  one  of 
which  has  a  run  of  early  fish,  pour  their  waters 
into  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  which,  some  distance 
below  Bonar  bridge,  expands  into  the  Dornock 
Firth.  The  Carron,  of  Easter  Ross,  is  the  first  of 
these  to  be  reached  in  proceeding  northward. 
This  is  not  a  particularly  early  salmon  river,  few 
fish  entering  it  before  the  end  of  March.  April 
and  May  are  the  best  angling  months,  sport 
usually  proving  of  most  account  during  April. 
The  severe  netting  in  the  narrow  channel  of  the 
Kyle,  at  Bonar,  damages  greatly  the  angling  on  the 
whole  of  the  river  inland  therefrom,  and  the  worst 
of  it  is  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  get  it 
restricted.  It  is  further  a  real  injustice,  if  not  a 
legal  one,  that  it  should  be  done  by,  and  belong 
to,  a  proprietor  who  has  but  a  moderate  interest 
in  the  inland  or  angling  waters.  Balnagown,  who 
is  responsible  for  this  netting,  farms  the  whole  of 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  fisheries — lays  rivers  in 
which  he  has  no  interest  whatever  under  tribute 
to  bis  nets,  and,  by  a  fierceness  of  netting  on  the 
part  of  his  lessees,  for  which  the  other  proprietors 
think  there  is  no  justification,  puts,  from  too  few 


almost  to  a  fraction 
trapped  by  the  cruives  higher  up,  hence  no  wonder 
that  the  angling  was  poor,  and  that  this  sapping 
of  the  reproductive  resources  of  the  river  led  to  a 
serious  diminution  of  the  stock.  The  proprietors 
cannot  be  too  much  praised  for  the  steps  they 
have  taken  which  have  led  to  the  removal  of  all 
netting  and  other  artificial  obstruction  to  the 
progress  of  fish  from  the  tidew'ay  upward  ;  and 
not  for  this  alone  do  they  deserve  praise,  for 
they  have  erected  and  are  maintaining  a  salmon 
hatchery,  which,  although  established  only  a 
very  few  years  ago,  it  is  believed  has  already 
done  a  lot  of  good.  Anyway,  since  the  time  when 
the  netting  was  stopped  and  the  hatchery  be¬ 
came  an  accomplished  fact,  the  angling  on 
the  Conon  itself  and  on  its  better  angling  tribu¬ 
tary,  the  Blackwater,  has  improved;  while  to  the 
coast  nets,  and  the  nets  of  the  district  generally, 
the  value  received  for  salmon  caught  has  proved 
greater  annually  than  it  w’as  before  for  all  the 
netting  of  the  district — sea  and  river — which  was 
much  more  extensive.  This  is  another  proof  of  a 
generous  and  foreseeing  policy  being  for  the 
benefit  of  all  concerned.  No  doubt  in  a  few  years  i 
there  wdll  be  still  more  improved  angling,  and  > 
very  possibly,  owing  to  the  improvements  men¬ 


LOCH  BRORA,  SUTHERL ANDSHIRE. 

(From  a  Photograph  by  G.  W.  Wilson  &  Co.,  Aberdeen.) 

fish  escaping  inland,  all  the  fisheries  in  the  unfa¬ 
vourable  position  of  having  too  few  breeders,  and 
hence  most  certainly  in  the  way  of  a  decline  in 
productiveness.  The  late  Duke  of  Sutherland,  in 
his  own  interest  and  also  in  the  interest  of  the 
other  proprietors,  although  unaided  by  them,  con¬ 
tested  the  legality  of  the  netting  in  question ; 
but,  despite  this,  Balnagown  held  “  his  own  ”  in 
the  law  courts,  and  the  netting  has  since  continued 
as  before  in  all  its  fierceness.  Long  years  ago, 
before  it  was  so  effective  and  perfect  in  its  sys¬ 
tem,  many  more  fish  escaped.  Yet  far  more  were 
caught  by  the  nets,  and,  as  can  be  understood, 
the  anglingwas  much  better  on  all  thefive  streams 
inland  from  Bonar,  to  wit :  Carron,  Oykel,  Einig, 
Cassley,  and  Shin. 

The  Oykel  is  the  second  earliest  salmon  stream 
of  the  basin  of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland.  It  has 
the  longest  run,  but  its  normal  volume  of  water 
is  less  than  that  of  the  Shin.  To  sudden  flooding 
and  also  to  running  too  low  it  is  subject,  although 
I  not  to  such  an  extent  as  either  the  Carron  or  the 
I  Cassley.  Despite  such  drawbacks  arising  from 
,  its  physical  characteristics,  it  sometimes  yields 
good  angling  for  early  fish.  It  generally  is  best 
for  sport  between  the  middle  of  March  and  the 
middle  of  May ;  and  in  summer  several  stretches 


of  it  give  wonderfully  good  angling  for  grilse 
when,  during  the  strength  of  the  run,  the  water 
is  in  trim  and  a  fine  head  gets  past  the  Bonar 
netting  shots  during  the  weekly  slap.  It  is  rare 
indeed  for  the  angling  on  the  Oykel  very  far 
inland  to  be  of  any  account  earlier  in  the  season 
than  the  middle  of  March.  Balnagown,  whoso 
greatest  angling  interest  on  the  rivers  of  the 
Kyle  of  Sutherland  basin  lies  in  the  Oykel,  has 
profited  largely  in  increased  rental  for  his 
angling  waters  since  the  Duke  of  Sutherland 
gave  up  netting  the  Kyle  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Shin,  which  netting  intercepted  most  of  the 
fish  that  passed  his  (Balnagown’s)  nets  at 
Bonar.  This  is  a  case,  as  I  might  put  it,  of  his 
having  “  all  the  butter  to  his  own  side  of  the 
dish.”  H'.s  Grace  benefited  Balnagown  without 
receiving  any  tangible  acknowledgment  or  even 
so  much  as  thanks.  Yet  Balnagown  has  not 
budged  one  inch  to  lessen  the  fierceness  of  his 
netting  in  the  lower-down  or  more  seaward 
waters  to  benefit  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  or 
any  other  proprietor,  although  by  doing  this  he 
would  likewise  have  benefited  himself  by  en¬ 
hancing  the  value  of  his  own  rod-fishings. 

Just  “ower  by”  from  Oykel  Bridge  Hotel  is 
the  Einig,  a  feeder  of  the  Oykel,  which,  from 
yielding  but  a  few  fish  each  season,  does  not 

need  to  have  much 
said  about  it.  It  is, 
however,  remarkable 
that  the  salmon  and 
grilse  native  to  it 
can  readily  be  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  the 
fish  of  any  of  the 
other  rivers  of  the 
Kyle  basin ;  if  not  a 
better  quality,  they 
are  certainly  of  better 
shape,  and  that  is 
saying  a  great  deal. 
The  Cassley,  from  the 
other  side  but  lower 
down,  also  joins  the 
Oykel.  It  is  a  very 
good  style  of  angling 
stream,  but  is  ex¬ 
tremely  liable  to  fall 
away  in  volume.  It 
rarely  gives  over  a 
few  dozen  fish  in  a 
season,  and  but  seldom 
is  any  got  from  it 
before  early  in  March. 
Falls  contract  the 
extent  of  its  angling 
wafer. 

The  Shin  is  the 
prettiest  and  the  best 
style  of  salmon  ang¬ 
ling  river,  as  also 
the  most  constant  in 
volume  in  the  far 
north  of  Scotland. 
From  many  years 
past  until  a  few  years 
ago  its  angling  fell 
owing  to  the  nets  no  longer 
it  would  seem  that  a 
for  it  has  already 
of  Sutherland,  by 
at  Shin-mouth,  has 


terribly  away,  but 
fishing  at  Shin-mouth 
new  era  of  prosperity 
commenced.  The  Duke 
abandoning  the  netting 

benefited,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  their 
waters,  the  proprietors  of  the  four  rivers  farther 
inland  quite  as  much  as  he  has  himself  in 
the  case  of  the  Shin,  of  the  angling  of  which 
he  is  the  sole  proprietor.  This,  one  naturally 
would  think,  might  have  led  Balnagown,  for 
the  sake  of  the  Oykel,  to  relent  a  bit,  and 
not  continue  to  make  to  the  angling  world  an 
exhibition  of  such  utter  selfishness  as,  hitherto, 
he  has  manifested  in  respect  of  his  netting  at 
Bonar.  The  Shin  gives  fish  from  the  very 
first  of  the  season,  but  April  and  May  are 
decidedly  the  best  months  for  salmon,  and 
July  for  grilse.  It  may  interest  anglers  to 
know  the  improvement  which  has  come  about 
in  the  rod-fishing  since  the  nets  were  taken 
off  in  1888.  In  1889,  75  fish  were  caught; 
in  1890,  105;  in  1891,  823;  in  1892,  358.  The 
Shin  is  the  first  river  going  north  which  is 
the  property  exclusively  of  the  Duke  of  Suther¬ 
land.  All  His  Grace’s  good  early  angling 
waters  where  he  has  the  ball  entirely  at  his  own 
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foot,  are,  it  must  be  admitted,  tolerably  well 
nursed  and  otherwise  managed. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  Brora.  This  is  a  fine 
stream,  having  a  great  wealth  of  early  fish.  For 
a  while  in  spring  its  angling  is  best  on  the 
reaches  below  Loch  Brora,  but  as  the  season 
advances  the  spring  angling  is  transferred 
gradually  higher  and  higher— the  best  of  it  at 
least  into  the  upper  Brora,  thence  into  the 
Blackwater.  With  open  weather,  plenty  of  fish 
are  found  to  be  into  the  Brora  before  the  rod 
season  commences.  There  is  no  netting  now  on 
the  river  itself  during  spring,  but  althouE:h  this 
has  improved  the  fishing  considerably,  the  fact 
that  the  Duke’s  netters  follow  up  the  fish  to  Loch 
Brora,  and  net  them  there  every  now  and  then, 
neutralises  a  great  deal  of  the  good  which  the 
giving  up  of  the  netting  on  the  river  was  in¬ 
tended  to  bring  about.  In  short,  it  is  just  like 
building  with  one  hand  and  knocking  down  with 
the  other ;  but  for  all  that,  the  Brora  gives  good  ' 
angling  when  angling  conditions  are  even  but 
middling  right.  There  are  one  or  two  pools, 
which,  when  everything  is  perfect  in  the  best 
of  the  season,  would  yield  from  a  dozen  to  a 
score  of  fish  in  a  single  day.  The  Duke  of 
Sutherland  hatches  out  salmon  artificially  at 
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TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  STREAMS 
ON  THE  WELSH  BORDER. 


By  0.  K. 


THE  TBME. 

Most  grayling  fishermen  have  enjoyed,  at  some 
time  or  other,  a  few  days’  sport  on  the  Teme,  and 
probably  the  club  water  at  Leintwardine  has 
been  the  scene  of  their  labours,  for  without  doubt 
this  stretch  of  water  will  compare  favourably 
with  any  other  stream,  both  in  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  fish.  Angling  writers  have  again 
and  again  recorded  red  letter  days  in  this 
favourite  haunt ;  indeed,  no  handbook  on  gray¬ 
ling  streams  would  be  complete  without  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  silvery  Teme.  I  may  be  prejudiced,  but 
in  my  estimation  the  Leintwardine  Club  water 
is  the  equal  of  any  stretch  on  the  much-vaunted 
Derbyshire  streams. 

I  was  born  and  bred  on  the  banks  of  the  Teme, 
for  my  father  was  vicar  of  two  pari.shes  in  its 
vicinity.  All  my  earliest  recollections  cluster 
round  its  sandstone  waterway,  the  buttercup- 
spangled  meads  and  wooded  dells  through  which 
it  wends  its  way,  now  splashing  and  dashing  over 


171 

listening  to  his  amusing  tales  of  the  country  side 
and  watching  the  rings  of  smoke  which  circled 
from  the  blackest  shag.  The  serenity  and 
equanimity  of  his  mind  were  ever  unruffled,  due 
in  some  measure  to  his  constant  companion,  the 
aforesaid  pipe.  Only  once  in  an  eventful  career 
was  he  “put  about,”  as  he  called  it. 

In  my  earliest  days  we  had  a  barrel-organ,  old 
decrepid,  and  constantly  getting  out  of  gear. 
When  in  this  state  it  could  only  be  induced  to 
play  the  Old  Hundredth.  Morning  and  after¬ 
noon,  for  months,  we  were  regaled  with  this  with 
hopeless  monotony.  Our  squire,  who  was  a 
choleric  and  irritable  old  gentleman,  gave  Pugh 
strict  injunctions  tohavethe  instrument  repaired 
before  the  following  Sunday. 

Pugh  promised  that  the  matter  should  be  seen 
to,  but  whether  he  neglected  to  do  so,  or  whether 
the  instrument  was  totally  irreclaimable,  alas ! 
Sunday  came,  and  the  organ  still  in  the  .same 
pitiable  plight.  Old  Pugh  turned  the  handle, 
and  forthwith  the  well-known  strains  were  wafted 
down  the  church,  and  then  in  a  voice  tremulous 
with  emotion  he  read  out  the  first  line  of  the 
hymn,  “  All  people  that  on  earth  do  dwell.” 
The  blood  rushed  to  the  squire’s  face,  he  stamped 
angrily  in  his  roomy  pew,  and  springing  to  his 


Loch  Brora,  and  these,  in  due  course,  are  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  river  and  to  other  streams  in  the 
county  of  Sutherland,  of  which  His  Grace  is  the 
territorial  magnate,  whose  right,  like  Crusoe’s, 
there  is  none  to  dispute. 


Mr.  Wheeley  writes  as  follows;  “The  flood 
water  at  Shepperton  is  slipping  away  fast ;  and 
it  the  fall  goes  on  at  the  same  rate,  the  fishing 
will  be  good  at  the  end  of  the  week.  I  have  just 
returned  from  a  “  look  round  ”  some  of  the  lately 
flooded  rneadows,  with  Herbert  Curr.  We  found 
the  remains  of  a  good-sized  chub,  eaten  by  rats, 
and  a  nice  tench  of  about  two  pounds  weight. 
The  latter  fish  was  flopping  about  in  t’ne  grass 
near  Halliday’s  Hole,  not  far  from  the  bathing- 
house ;  he  was  “caked”  in  mud,  but  after  care¬ 
fully  washing  him,  and  admiring  his  beautiful 
bronze-coloured  scales,  we  put  him  back,  little 
the  worse  for  his  stranding.  Lots  of  good  fish 
would  be  saved  if  the  parts  recently  flooded 
could  be  looked  over  as  the  water  falls.” 

On  account  of  great  pressure  upon  our  space, 
some  Club  and  River  Reports  are  unavoidably 
omitted.— Ed. 


THE  TEME  AT  LUDLOW,  SHEOPSHIEE 
(Showing  Ludford  Bridge). 

pebbled  fords  and  red- veined  rocks,  now  slowly 
flowing  in  stately  grandeur  between  steep  banks 
over  a  deep  and  rocky  bed. 

“  Haunt  of  my  youth,  O  Teme  beloved. 

How  smooth  thy  brow,  how  cool ; 

In  slanting  rays  the  moonbeams  pierce 
And  prove  each  lurking  pool. 

The  green  turf  guards  thine  onward  course. 

The  hills  of  Wales  thy  fount ; 

Here  will  I  muse  ere  yet  the  sun 
His  chariot  remount.” 

My  angling  reminiscences  date  from  the  tender 
age  of  nine,  when  a  suitable  rod  and  outfit  were 
procured  for  me,  and  I  was  entrusted  to  our 
clerk  and  sexton  for  instruction  in  the  gentle  art. 
The  eccentricities  of  the  old  parish  clerks  are 
world-renowned,  and  still  afford  food  for  jest  and 
laughter.  Old  Pugh,  for  such  was  our  clerk’s 
name,  was  no  exception.  He  regarded  himself 
quite  as  part  and  parcel  of  our  establishment,  and 
the  births  of  the  parson’s  children  were  faith¬ 
fully  recorded  in  the  Bible,  which  was  his  peculiar 
property,  in  the  lowermost  seat  of  the  venerable 
three-decker.  When  the  worries  and  cares  of 
office  were  laid  aside,  he  affected  a  short  black 
clay,  and  many  an  hour  have  I  spent  by  his  hearth 


feet,  shook  his  fist  threateningly  at  poor  Pugh 
and  hissed  forth,  “  Hang  all  people  that  on  earth 
do  dwell !  ” 

As  old  Pugh  said  to  me  confidentially  years 
afterw'ards,  “  lie  was  regularly  skeered  and  put 
about  at  such  a  very  large  order.”  The  incident, 
howevei’,  was  the  means  of  our  having  a  har¬ 
monium,  an  improvement,  certainly,  on  its  prede¬ 
cessor,  although  Pugh  never  took  to  it  kindly, 
for  he  despised  “  them  new-fangled  musics.” 

My  first  venture  was  on  the  Hucks  Barn  Farm 
water,  about  a  mile  and  a-half  out  of  Ludlow,  on 
the  Herefordshire  side,  known  to  fame  as  the 
place  where  George  Barnwell  murdered  his  uncle. 
Here,  in  a  wooded  dell,  “  where  silent  waters 
lave,”  the  haunt  of  kingfisher,  dabchick,  and 
moorhen.  I  first  wetted  a  line,  baited  with  a  wasp 
grub.  Possibly  one’s  first  experience  moulds  the 
tenour  of  our  after  lives.  If  unsuccess  had 
attended  ray  youthful  efforts,  I  might  not  have 
been  so  keen  to  have  followed  up  the  sport.  As 
it  turned  out  I  was  intoxicated  with  success. 
Ten  minutes  had  barely  elapsed  before  I  became 
aware  that  my  float  had  totally  disappeared.  I 
communicated  the  intelligence  to  old  Pugh,  who, 
to  my  astonishment,  sprang  wildly  to  his  feet. 
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stowed  away  his  clay  in  his  waistcoat  pocket,  and 
shouted,  “Pull,  pull!”  I  did  so,  grasping  my 
rod  with  both  hands,  and  whirled  over  my  head 
into  some  nettles  behind  what  seemed  to  me  a 
monster  fish.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  trout  over 
l^lb.,  fat,  and  well  fed.  How  it  was  that  either 
my  line  or  my  rod  was  not  broken  I  cannot  say. 
Providence  is  wondrous  kind  to  little  boys.  If 
there  happens  to  be  an  exceptionally  large  trout 
in  some  brook  it  usually  falls  a  prey  to  a  little 
boy  fishing  with  a  stick,  a  piece  of  string,  and  a 
bent  pin.  If  all  one  hears  is  true,  the  expert 
angler  is  not  iu  it  with  the  small  boy  and  his 
proverbial  tackle.  He  is  my  bete  noir.  Often 
when  staying  with  some  non-angling  friends,  I 
have  been  taken  down  to  a  brook  where  trout  are 
reputed  to  be,  and  reproached  for  my  unsuccess 
with  “  Oh,  I’ve  seen  little  boys  hoist  out  fish  as 
long  as  my  arm  with  a  bent  pin  and  a  string.” 
At  such  times  I  feel  tempted  to  exclaim  “  Hang 
all  little  boys  that  on  earth  do  dwell.”  However, 
from  this  day  onward,  my  footsteps  were  often 
along  the  river’s  margin,  and  many  a  good  basket 
of  fish  has  been  ray  proud  possession. 

Prom  Knighton  to  Tenbury — a  distance  of, 
well,  by  road,  from  twenty-seven  to  thirty  miles — 

I  have  at  one  time  or  other  fished  in  all  the  best 
water.  As  I  have  commenced  with  the  Teme  on 
the  southern  or  Herefordshire  side  of  Ludlow,  I 
will  go  on  to  speak  of  the  water  between  there  and 
Tenbury.  At  Ludlow  four  weirs  hold  the  water 
up,  and  occasionally  under  these  some  large  trout 
are  captured,  especially  in  the  deeper  water  at 
Ludford,  but  here  and  all  down  the  Steventon 
and  Hucks  Barn  water  the  river  is  not  much 
cared  for,  and  suffers  from  a  plethora  of  anglers, 
and,  I  fear,  poachers  also.  My  experience  is  that 
from  Ludford  to  Ashford  Bridge  the  water  is  far 
better  for  trout  than  grayling,  in  fact,  in  these 
reaches  I  have  never  had  much  sport  with  the 
latter.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  dead  water,  the 
abode  of  chub  and  rough  fish.  At  Ashford,  below 
the  weir,  matters  are  different.  The  weir  here  is 
semi-circular  in  shape,  very  high,  and  quite  per¬ 
pendicular,  and  how  the  salmon  managed  to  sur¬ 
mount  this  obstacle  was  always  a  matter  of 
wonder  to  me,  seeing  that  there  was  no  salmon 
ladder.  That  they  did  so  was  evident  from  the 
swarms  of  samlet  in  the  reaches  above.  In  my 
young  days  I  fiatly  refused  to  believe  that  these 
samlet  were  the  offspring  of  the  salmon,  and 
pointed  to  Ashford  weir  as  an  impediment  which 
no  salmon  without  wings  could  negotiate.  My 
ideas  have  considerably  enlarged  since  then. 

One  day  I  was  fishing  with  two  companions 
here,  wLen,  in  some  shallow  water,  we  saw  a 
ghastly  monstrosity  in  the  fish  line,  which  paid 
no  attention  whatever  to  our  movements,  although 
we  tried  to  scare  it  with  a  stone  or  two.  What 
could  it  be  ?  The  youngest  of  my  friends  naively 
suggested  a  codfish  in  the  last  stage  of  consump¬ 
tion.  We  plunged  into  the  water  and  circum¬ 
vented  the  queer  object  with  our  landing  nets, 
and  it  proved  to  be  a  salmon,  unable  for  some 
reason  or  other  to  get  down  to  the  sea.  A  more 
horrible  sight  I  have  rarely  seen.  It  was  com¬ 
pletely  covered  with  a  white  fungus,  its  head  was 
out  of  all  proportion,  water  lice  swarmed  all  over 
its  body,  which  was  scarred  with  wounds  from 
rocks  and  stones.  The  smell  made  us  all  heave 
— evidently  the  last  stage  of  mortification  was  at 
hand.  We  honoured  the  poor  long-suffering 
wretch  with  burial  beneath  the  sod  of  a  fair 
orchard. 

Many  a  good  grayling  have  I  caught  just  below 
the  weir,  and  further  down  in  the  deeper  water 
there  used  to  be  a  chub  swim  which  would  have 
delighted  the  heart  of  a  chub  fisherman.  In  my 
boyhood  I  spied  these  fat  monsters  sailing  lazily 
about  in  a  particular  spot,  much  overgrown  with 
scrub  and  trees,  and  where  the  stream  was  just 
too  deep  to  wade.  For  long  I  meditated  how  to 
get  at  them,  and  at  last  decided  on  a  plan. 
Having  obtained  a  good  supply  ot  bluebottles, 
I  swarmed  an  overhanging  tree,  drew  up  my  rod 
after  me  and  dangled  one  of  these  tempting 
morsels  before  a  passing  chub’s  nose.  My  first 
attempts,  however,  were  practically  failures  ;  for 
the  largest  chub  invariably  broke  my  tackle — 
the  first  two  or  three  rushes  of  a  big  chub  are  by 
no  means  to  be  despised.  Some  stronger  gut 
settled  them,  and  I  often  crammed  my  basket 
with  “  loggerheads,”  some  being  over  31b., 
which  were  distributed  to  the  villagers,  after 
several  ineffectual  attempts  on  the  part  of  my 


brothers  and  sisters  to  make  a  meal  off  this 
cotton-wool. 

However  large  the  chub,  they  would  give  up 
the  combat  after  three  or  four  rushes,  and  lie 
placid  and  still  on  the  top  of  the  water,  allowing 
me  to  descend  from  my  perch  and  tow  them  to 
land  like  logs  of  wood.  They  have  even  become 
unhooked  in  so  doing,  but  with  wonderful  con¬ 
sideration  made  no  attempt  at  escape,  allowing 
me  in  some  instances  to  capture  them  in  my 
hands.  No  wonder  fly-fishermen  despise  them 
after  trout  and  grayling,  so  game  to  the  last. 
Once  I  had  a  terrific  fight  with  a  21b.  trout  in  this 
overhanging  tree. 

I  marked  him  sailing  majestically  towards  me 
and  offered  him  a  nice  fat  bluebottle  which  he 
did  not  think  twice  about  accepting.  The  battle 
waxed  hot  and  furious.  It  was  quite  half-an-hour 
before  I  judged  him  sufficiently  played  out  to 
venture  out  of  the  tree.  But  my  friend  was  not 
to  be  caught  that  way,  and  while  I  was  climbing 
down  he  took  the  opportunity  of  making  off,  and 
wound  himself  round  and  round  a  stub,  luckily 
near  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  tackle,  being 
about  the  strongest  obtainable,  held  him,  and  I 
got  him  safely  in  the  landing  net  at  last.  I  was 
as  proud  of  that  trout  as  of  any  I  have  ever 
caught. 

The  Ashford  Court  and  Moor  Park  w'ater  hold 
capital  grayling  and  trout,  and  then  comes,  a 
mile  or  two  above,  little  Hereford  Bridge  (not  to 
be  confused  with  the  county  town  twenty-five 
miles  away),  where  I  have  never  done  much  good, 
although  there  are  some  tempting-looking 
streams.  Below  the  bridge,  in  the  Eastern  Court 
water,  the  river  runs  very  deep  for  some  dis¬ 
tance  over  a  rocky  bed.  Here  I  have  taken  some 
very  nice  fish,  but  beware  of  the  wading,  for  you 
may  slip  off  the  ledge  of  rocks  into  ten  or  twelve 
feet  of  water  if  the  greatest  care  is  not  exercised. 
All  the  way  from  here,  through  Burford  to  Ten¬ 
bury,  is  some  very  nice  trout  and  grayling  water, 
all  strictly  preserved.  The  Swan  Hotel  at  Ten¬ 
bury  has  the  privilege,  I  believe,  of  giving  visitors 
leave  to  fish,  but  I  fancy  their  water  runs  below 
Tenbury,  and  of  the  fishing  beyond  I  have  not 
had  much  experience.  Mineral  springs  in  the 
neighbourhood  have  earned  for  the  little  town 
the  title  of  Tenbury  Wells,  though  as  a  watering 
place  it  is  not  in  the  first  rank. 

{To  be  continued.) 


TOaltontana 

“  You  are  to  know  there  is  night  as  well  as  day  fishing' 
for  a  trout,  and  that  then  the  beat  are  out  of  their  holds 

. and  you  must  fish  for  him  with  a  strong  line,  and 

not  a  little  hook,  and  let  him  have  time  to  gorge  your 
hook,  for  he  does  not  usually  forsake  it.”- — Izaak 
Walton.  _ 

Izaak  Walton  was  no  considerable  fly-fisher, 
though  he  wrote  more  charmingly  and  lovingly  of 
angling  than  ever  fiy-fisher  has  done.  A  ily- 
fisher,  pure  and  simple,  might  have  hesitated  ere 
giving  directions  as  to  the  mode  of  capturing 
trout  by  night.  Possibly  Old  Izaak,  in  his  mar¬ 
vellous  wisdom,  foresaw  that  in  those  Hampshire 
streams  which  he  visited  it  was  no  bad  thing  to 
slay  the  big  trouts,  which,  in  such  waters,  were 
voracious  and  destructive  even  as  pike.  It  is  a 
good  thing  to  kill  the  old  cannibal  monsters 
which  haunt  every  stream  devoted  to  trout,  but 
he  who  fishes  with  worm  at  night  is  certain  to 
kill  small  fish  as  well  as  large  ones,  more’s  the 
pity.  This  brings  me  to  the  subject  of  night¬ 
lining  in  the  Thames  (a  river  in  which  the 
larger  the  fish  are  the  more  they  are  liked),  which 
I  have  been  artfully  leading  up  to. 


Ever  since  our  good  friend  Punch  began  t(p 
amuse  the  public  in  the  weekly  newspaper  bearing; 
his  name,  there  has  been  no  finer  piece  of  humoutv 
published  than  the  proposed  Thames  bye-law*. 
Look  on  the  cover,  and  we  find  some  legend  coi>- 
cerning  bye-laws  made  for  the  “  preservation  andl 
protection  ”  of  the  Thames  fisheries.  Look  in  the' 
Acts  of  Parliament  and  you  find  similar  legends*- 
But  look  inside  the  cover,  and  we  find  that  tlte' 
way  in  which  the  Thames  fisheries  are  to  be  pi’R- 
served  and  protected,  is  to  allow  the  persons  w1to> 
claim  the  fisheries  to  night-iine,  in  and  out  of  thtif 


fence  months,  to  set  trammel  and  llew-nets  of  any 
mesh  and  length,  to  use  cast-nets  of  any  size  or 
mesh,  to  snatch  the  fish  with  a  couple  of  dozen 
weighted  triangles  on  a  line,  to  set  Himmers 
floating  down  the  stream,  to — why,  good  Heavens  . 
short  of  putting  dynamite  or  poison  in  the  river, 
there  is  hardly  anything  they  might  not  do. 


Tuere’s  humour  for  you,  too,  to  call  a  flew-net 
a  means  of  preserving  the  fisheries,  to  look  upon 
a  trammel  as  a  protector  of  fish,  a  night-line  as 
a  friend  of  trout.  What  jokers  these  conservar 
tors  are  !  I  met  one  of  them  the  other  day  and 
asked  him  if  he  really  intended  any  of  these 
things,  or  if  there  was  not  some  confusion  ot 
ideas,  or  printer’s  errors,  or  lapse  of  graminar  or 
construction.  He  kept  up  the  joke  remarkably 
well.  Without  a  smile  on  his  face  he  assured  me 
that  it  was  intended  that  those  who  o'wned 
fisheries  should  have  the  power  to  net  and  night- 
line.  “  Have  I  not  a  right  to  net  all  the  fish  out 
of  my  own  water?”  he  asked  me  with  some 
affectation  of  fierceness.  I  roared  with  laughter, 
the  joke  was  so  good  and  well  kept  up,  and  when 
he  went  on  to  tell  me  that  putting  trout  ^  the 
Thames  was  no  use  because  some  hull  trout  which 
had  been  put  in  his  water  had  never  been  seen 
again,  and  that  some  people  thought  a  little 
netting  improved  the  fishing,  why,  a  Falais 
Royal  farce  was  nothing  to  it.  I  had  always 
thought  up  to  this,  that  the  conservators  were 
more  or  less  serious  men,  a  trifle  old-fashioned 
if  anything,  but  in  no  degree  frivolous.  Dull 
tell  him  that  bull  trout  were  migratory  fash,  and 
that  not  long  after  he  put  them  in,  tliey  pro¬ 
bably  attempted  to  go  down  to  the  sea,  and  as 
probably  died  in  the  attempt?  No,  I  told  him 
nothing  of  the  sort.  I  could  have  my  little 
jokes  as  well  as  he.  Templ.ar. 


WATERPEOOF  LEATHER  BOOTS. 


One  of  the  most  important  reciuisites  in  an 
angler’s  outfit  is  a  thoroughly  waterproof  boot ; 
such  a  boot,  which  will  stand  the  crucial  test  of 
an  hour  or  two  in  the  long  dew-covered  grass  of 
the  early  summer  morning,  or  the  still  more 
penetrating  snows  of  winter,  is  an  article  seldom 
met  with,  except  it  is  made  in  iiidiarubber.  _ 

Any  manufacturer,  therefore,  introducing  a 
thoroughly  reliable  and  absolutely  waterproof 
leather  boot,  would  be  welcomed  by  every  angler 
who  values  comfort  and  dry  feet.  Messrs.  Finch 
and  Co.,  of  Swallow-street,  Piccadilly,  have  shown 
us  some  boots  or  their  manufacture  which  are  as 
near  our  idea  of  perfection  as  any  we  have  yet 
seen,  and  which  appear  to  us  to  be  exactly  the 
article  required.  They  are  made  in  what  is 
known  as  brown  “Moorine”  leather,  an  exceed¬ 
ingly  fine-grained  hide  of  a  peculiarly  oily  nature, 
and  are  as  waterproof  as  it  is  possible  for  leather 
boots  to  be  made,  which  means,  that  they  are 
practically  waterproof  throughout — the  uppers 
as  well  as  the  soles. 

We  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  testing 
them,  but,  judging  from  the  excellent  workman¬ 
ship  and  their  business-like  appearance,  we  quite 
believe  that  these  boots  possess  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  claimed  for  them.  They  are  light,  soft, 
and  cheap ;  the  price  we  understand  is  35s.  per 
pair,  and  we  are  surprised  that  such  boots,  hand¬ 
made  as  these  are,  can  be  supplied  at  so  low  a 
figure. 

We  had  no  idea  that  there  were  forty  sizes  ot 
anglers’  feet,  but  we  must  assume  that  that  is  so, 
seeing  that  Messrs.  Finch  keep  that  number  of 
different  sizes  of  these  boots  in  stock. 

We  recommend  our  readers  to  visit  their  ware¬ 
house  and  see  these  boots  for  themselves,  we  are 
sure  they  will  not  be  disappointed.  IMessrs. 
Finch  also  make  high  and  low  wading  boots  and 
shooting  gaiters  in  this  same  material,  and  the 
repeat  orders  they  have  received  from  well- 
known  sportsmen  bear  significant  testimony  to 
the  genuineness  and  excellence  of  their  goods. 
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Comsponirmc 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

IMMENSE  CARP. 

Sir, — Since  your  printer  has  mislaid  the 
cutting  from  the  Sussex  Daily  Neivs  of  the 
beginning  of  February,  I  can  easily  supply  the 
main  facts  near  enough  for  all  practical  purposes. 
The  weights  of  the  two  fish,  I  know,  are  exactly 
those  given.  Here  goes. 

In  the  Sussex  Daily  News,  early  in  February, 
a  paragraph  appeared  something  to  this  effect. 

A  very  large  carp  had  recently  been  found 
dead  in  a  pond  at  West  Harting,  or  West 
Harring — I  think  the  former — and  had  been 
much  devoured  by  rats.  Now  this  big  carp  had 
been  taken  out  of  the  pond  six  months  before, 
when  cleaning  out  the  pond,  and  weighed  291b. 

The  writer  mentioned  that  from  the  same  pond 
a  twenty-four  pounder  had  previously  been  taken, 
and  this  fish  was  popularly  supposed  to  be  the 
largest  carp  known  in  England. 

But  what  of  a  carp  only  one  pound  short  of 
thirty  ? 

The  paragraph,  I  think,  mentions  that  the  find 
was  on  the  property  of  a  clergyman,  or  that  it 
had  his  warranty — the  Rev. - . 

What  would  the  monks  of  old  have  said  to 
such  a  fish  .P 

Perhaps  some  reader  can  lay  his  hand  on  the 
identical  cutting. 

I  am  no  carp  fisherman  myself,  though  I  have 
killed  a  few  in  my  day,  when  I  could  not  find  any 
trout  fishing  near  hand.  But  a  thirty  pounder  ! 
And  then  to  become  the  prey  of  rats  ! 

“  To  such  base  uses  may  we  not  come  at  last ! 
May  we  not  trace  the  dust  of  Alexander  till  we 
find  it  stopping  a  bunghole.®” — Shakespeare. 
— I  am,  &c.,  _  E.  M.  Ton. 


Be  ANGLING  AT  THIRSK. 

Dear  Sir, — “  Keeldar  ”  is  quite  correct  about 
the  situation  of  Thirsk.  It  is  four  miles  from 
the  Wiske,  in  which  there  is  grand  pike,  roach, 
chub,  and  eel  fishing.  It  is  also  four  miles  from 
the  Swale,  with  fishing  as  above. 

Leave  to  fish  in  the  above  streams  must  be 
obtained  from  owners  or  tenants.  The  Codbeck, 
on  which  Thirsk  is  situated,  is  an  excellent  trout 
and  grayling  stream. 

There  is  an  angling  club  here,  but  the  com¬ 
mittee  do  not  grant  leave  to  strangers. 

Trusting  the  above  will  be  of  use  to  “  Keeldar,” 
— I  remain,  yours  faithfully,  Graylino. 

Market  Place,  Thirsk,  March  4,  1893. 


MORTALITY  AMONG  DACE  IN  A  POND. 

Sir, — Dace  require  continual  running  waters, 
the  same  as  salmon.  They  will  not  thrive  in 
ponds  where  there  is  only  an  occasional  run  of 
water,  as  the  minute  water-lice  attack  them, 
which  causes  a  fungus  which  is  fatal  to  all  fish. 
Roach,  rudd,  and  perch,  also  trouts  will  grow 
lusty  with  a  continual  supply,  as  I  know  from 
experiences  in  England  and  Germany. 

A  few  years  since  I  accompanied  the  late  in¬ 
spector  of  fisheries,  Frank  Buckland,  to  the 
Round  Pond  in  Kensington  Gardens  to  examine 
and  report  to  the  Board  of  Works  the  reason  of 
the  large  bream  and  roach  dying.  We  netted 
several  out,  they  were  patched  with  a  fungus, 
which  under  the  microscope  revealed  it  full  of 
minute  water-lice  which  were  literally  sucking 
the  fish  to  death.  The  cause  was  the  want  of 
fresh  water ;  this  was  pumped  in  from  the  arte¬ 
sian  well  which  supplies  the  fountains,  and  cured 
the  evil.  Salmon  are  attacked  by  similar  lice 
when  there  is  a  drought,  more  noticeable  in 
spawning  time  when  they  frequent  the  shallows. 
At  West  Drayton  the  Colne  is  a  fast  river,  so 
much  so  it  never  gets  covered  with  ice.  The 
dace  and  roach  are  large  and  silvery.  The  late 
Hubert  de  Burgh,  owner  of  the  estate,  had  a 
pond  made  close  to  his  fishing  cottage,  which 
was  supplied  by  a  pipe  from  the  river,  this  pond 
was  stocked  with  chub,  roach,  and  dace  for  his 


lady  friends  to  angle  for,  but  in  a  year  or  two 
the  fish  became  diseased  and  died  off.  The  cause 
was  the  supply  pipe  becoming  stopped  up.  It 
was  pitiable  to  see  the  poor  fish  at  the  mouth  of 
the  supply  pipe  gasping  for  fresh  water.  Self 
and  friend  took  a  quantity  out  with  a  landing-  net 
and  returned  them  to  the  river.  The  late  Frank 
Buckland  had  some  fine  grayling  presented  to  him 
for  his  museum,  and  they  were  put  into  a  tank 
which  was  supplied  with  running  water.  They 
soon  showed  fungus.  F.  B.  rubbed  them  with  salt, 
but  it  was  of  no  use.  Grayling,  like  dace,  require 
rapid  streams,  in  which  they  are  free  from  the 
parasitic  fungus,  Saprolegnia  ferax. 

I  quite  agree  with  the  editor  of  Fishing  Gazette 
that  large  lumps  of  rock  salt  distributed  in  a 
slow  water  pond  is  sure  to  do  good,  but  continual 
running  water  is  the  surest  cure.  How  these 
parasites  originate  no  one  knows,  they  are  like 
mites  in  a  cheese,  the  better  the  quality  the  more 
in  family. — Yours  truly,  T.  R.  Sachs. 


ROACH  KILLED  BY  HERON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  the  following  thinking  it 
may  be  of  interest  to  you  and  your  readers  : — 

On  the  Friday  before  Christmas  Day  last  I 
went  to  fish  a  river  not  fifty  miles  from  London, 
and  while  walking  along  its  banks  I  saw  a  heron 
rise  and  flap  lazily  away  about  fifty  yards  from 
me,  and  on  getting  to  the  spot  where  he  had 
been  I  came  upon  a  magnificent  roach,  which  I 
am  sure  must  have  weighed  close  upon  21b.,  still 
very  much  alive,  although  about  a  third  of  one 
side  of  it  had  been  eaten  away,  beginning  at  the 
tail  and  going  up  to  the  back.  In  the  middle  of 
the  eaten  part  there  was  a  wound  as  though  the 
bill  of  the  heron  had  pierced  it  through ;  on  the 
other  side  there  was  not  a  scale  away,  and  it  was 
indeed  a  splendid  fish.  About  100  yards  further 
I  came  across  another  roach  about  l^lb.  weight ; 
it  had  not  been  dead  long,  but  had  not  been 
eaten  in  any  part.  I  threw  both  fish  as  far  as  I 
could  from  the  river,  and  on  the  next  morning, 
in  identically  the  same  spot,  I  found  the  remains 
of  a  fish  that  would  have  weighed  at  least  Ijlb., 
the  whole  of  one  side  entirely  gone:  and  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  second  one  I  came  across  the 
belly  part  of  another  splendid  roich,  and  as  it 
had  the  ventral  fin  and  the  two  middle  fins  left,  I 
took  it  to  compare  with  the  fish  I  had  caught  on 
the  Friday,  some  of  which  weighed  11b.  12oz. 
each,  and  I  found  the  fins  were  far  larger  and 
further  apart  than  the  largest  I  had ;  this  making 
four  splendid  roach  in  two  days. 

On  Saturday  week,  in  the  same  spot  as  I  found 
the  first,  I  saw  a  great  quantity  of  scales  and 
some  pieces  of  gill  with  the  largest  of  the  two 
sets  of  teeth  I  have  sent  you ;  and  on  the  spot 
I  found  the  second  fish  there  was  the  remains  of 
a  large  roach,  all  the  flesh  being  gone,  leaving 
the  bones,  scales,  part  of  gills,  and  the  other 
teeth.  Besides  these  two  spots  mentioned,  in 
many  places,  within  200  yards,  are  large  scales 
to  be  seen  scattered  about.  I  have  seen  two 
herons  hovering  about  the  river,  and  what  it 
must  cost  to  keep  them  going  constantly  with 
such  fish  as  I  have  described  is  beyond  my 
calculation. — Yours  truly,  Brother  Jack. 

267,  Pentonville-road,  King’s  Cross,  N. 


A  GOOD  OPENING  ON  THE  YTHAN. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  and  possibly  attract 
some  of  your  readers  to  the  far  north  to  hear  the 
result  of  the  opening  day  on  the  River  Ythan,  so 
far  as  I  was  concerned. 

I  fished  the  Castle  Ellon  water  from  the  village 
of  Ellon  seawards  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half. 
The  river  was  in  good  order.  On  the  non-tidal 
portion,  fishing  fly  during  the  first  part  of  the 
day,  I  was  not  vei’y  successful,  having  to  return 
seven  kelt  sea-trout  and  one  kelt  salmon.  The 
following  two  hours  were  hopelessly  wasted, 
fishing  really  good  water,  but  on  the  north  side 
where  no  casting  was  possible  on  account  of  tbe 
trees  overhanging  and  the  impossibility  of 
wading. 

After  lunch,  my  companion,  the  factor,  suggested 
our  crossing  the  ferry  at  Rae’s  Mill.  Prom  the 
beautiful  stream  there  I  had  some  twelve  to 
eighteen  clean  sea-trout.  About  three  o’clock 
Mr.  Hugh  McDonald,  the  Ellon  gamekeeper, 
came  down  and  advised  me  to  try  a  point  still 
further  east,  where  he  had  within  a  few  minutes 


landed  eleven  with  a  friend’s  rod.  Although  the 
“  take  ”  seemed  over  and  the  frost  was  setting  in, 
I  complied,  with  the  result  that  a  dozen  or  so 
more  were  added  to  the  basket. 

Had  I  spent  the  day  on  the  lower  water  where 
I  finished,  I  am  assured  I  could  have  bagged 
sixty  or  eighty  pounds  easily.  The  water  is 
simply  swarming  with  these — what  we  call 
finnofks.  They  take  small  double  March  Browns 
greedily.  A  13ft.  or  14ft.  rod  and  fine  tackle 
gives  best  sport,  and  the  month  of  March  is  the 
best  month.  The  inn  at  Ellon  is  everything  that 
could  be  desired,  and  mine  host,  Mr.  Lamont,  is 
equal  to  his  inn. 

I  understand  that  the  water  is  to  be  thrown 
open  to  the  public,  in  the  absence  of  the  shooting 
and^  fishing  tenant,  for  a  trifling  sum  of  2s.  or 
2s.  6d.  per  diem. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying 
that  this  water  is  the  most  prolific  in  Scotland 
for  sea-trout  fishing,  and  at  the  same  time 
secluded,  remote,  and  beautiful. 

I  see  I  have  omitted  to  say  that  my  basket — I 
mean  my  fish  without  my  basket — weighed  thirty 
pounds. — Yours  truly,  Andrew  Murray. 


SEA  PISHING  AT  SEATON,  DEVON, 
END  OP  MARCH. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  kindly  inform  me  in  your 
“  Answers  to  Correspondents  ”  whether  there  is 
any  sea  angling  from  the  shore  or  quay  at  Seaton 
(Devon)  about  the  end  of  this  month.  I  know 
that  in  summer  there  is  good  bass  fishing  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Axe,  but  fear  it  will  be  too  early 
for  them.  Being  undecided  whether  it  is  worth 
while  to  take  down  my  rod  and  tackle,  I  thought, 
perhaps,  you  could  guide  me  in  the  matter.— 
Yours  faithfully,  _  Geo.  H.  Rippin. 

A  GOOD  DAY’S  PIKE  PISHING.— WIRE 
TRACES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  a  good  day  among  the  pike 
on  the  7 th,  on  private  water,  landing  during  the 
day  twenty  fish,  of  which,  eleven  had  to  be 
returned,  being  under  five  pounds  each.  The 
nine  I  brought  home  weighed  97|lb.  The  best 
fish  weighed  (late  in  the  evening)  191b.  14t)z. ; 
the  extreme  length  was  41iin.,  the  girth  171in. : 
it  was  in  poor  condition,  apparently  having  re¬ 
cently  spawned.  I  took  all  spinning  small  roach, 
on  gut-mounted  flights,  and  a  single  salmon  gut 
trace,  supplied  by  Bambridge.  I  also  ran  and 
lost  four  others.  Many  thanks  to  correspondents’ 
replies  to  my  queries,  “re  wire  traces.” — Yours 
truly,  _  A.  D.  C. 

TROUT  OR  GRAYLING  PISHING  IN  THE 
TYROL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  'would  inform  me  ■ft'here  in  the 
Austrian  Tyrol  good  trout  or  grayling  fishing 
can  be  obtained.  I  am  thinking  of  going  to  that 
part  of  the  Continent  at  the  end  of  August  next, 
and  should  be  glad  to  hear  of  a  good  fishing 
district,  where  there  is  a  warm  climate,  and 
satisfactory  accommodation.  Any  further  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  flies,  &c.,  would  be  most  acceyjtable. 
— Yours  truly,  T.  B. 

[Perhaps  Herr  Emil  Weegel,  President  of  the 
Briinn  Piscatorial  Society,  may  be  able  to  reply 
to  this.  Sir  Humphrey  Davy’s  Salmonia  gives 
very  useful  general  information,  but,  of  course, 
is  long  out  of  date. — Ed.] 


A  QUERY  FROM  LOCHMADDY. 

Sir, — I  send  you  to-day,  under  a  separate  cover, 
two  out  of  a  number  of  little  fish  which  dropped 
from  a  brown  trout  of  about  Ipb.  killed  to-day 
by  Sheriff  Webster  on  the  Stramore. 

These  fish  are  apparently  of  a  species  strange 
to  the  district,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  both 
are  full  of  spawn.  Perhaps  you  may  be  able  to 
identity  them,  and  if  you  think  the  matter  worth 
noticing,  it  might  be  referred  to  in  the  next  issue 
of  the  Gazette. 

“  Stramore  ”  is  brackish  water,  and  the  trout 
was  in  excellent  condition. — I  am,  yours  faith¬ 
fully,  James  M.  Fraser. 

[Dr.  Giinther,  of  the  British  Museum,  has 
kindly  identified  the  fish  as  “  adult  specimens  of 
a  small  species  of  loby— GoSiits  minuius.” — Eu.] 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

A  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Committee 
was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday  evening, 
March  2.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  j.  Hughes 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  Mr.  AV.  Yardley  of  the  Manor 
Club  brought  before  the  committee  the  advisability  of 
having  Market  Bosworth  and  Stoke  Golding  placed  on 
the  Midland  travelling  cards.  Mr.  Yardley  in  making 
the  application,  said  that  his  society  rented  two  miles  of 
the  Myra  canal  at  Stoke  Golding  from  the  Midland 
Railway  Company,  and  the  nearest  station  on  the  card 
was  Stockin^ord,  and  their  members  had  to  pay  the 
excess  fare,  and  have  the  trouble  to  book  a  second  time, 
which  was  very  annoying.  The  Midland  had  fifteen 
miles  of  the  canal  mentioned,  and  if  the  stations  were 
placed  upon  the  cards,  it  would  enable  other  clubs  to 
rent  portions  of  the  canal  for  the  use  of  their  members. 
Other  gentlemen  also  spoke  in  favour  of  Mr.  Yardley’s 
suggestion,  and  it  was  decided  to  place  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  secretary. 

Mr.  Rabone,  of  the  Fruitful  Vine  Society,  brought 
before  the  committee  the  question  of  all  societies  under 
thirty-five  members  strong  being  visited  by  the  visiting 
committee.  This  brought  about  a  lengthy  discussion, 
but  finally  it  was  resolved  ;  That  any  society  wishing 
to  be  visited  shall  notify  the  general  secretary  to  that 
effect,  when  he  will  appoint  a  deputation,  and  that  the 
deputation  shall  receive  the  ordinary  visiting  fee.  This 
concluded  the  business. 

The  St.  George’s  Society  held  the  bye  contest  on  the 
5th  inst.,  at  Tamworth,  in  the  River  Anker.  The  con¬ 
test,  which  was  of  two  hours’  duration,  was  fished  under 
very  unfavourable  circumstances,  as  it  rained  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  the  time.  This,  combined  with  a  cold 
east  wind,  made  matters  very  uncomfortable.  The  water, 
considering  the  heavy  rains  that  we  have  had  of  late, 
was  in  very  fair  condition.  Twenty-two  members  took 
part  in  the  proceedings  ;  no  fish  under  2oz.  were  weighed- 
in,  according  to  rule.  The  I’esult  of  the  contest  was  : 
Mr.  E.  Tallis,  first ;  Mr.  J.  Jones,  second  ;  and  Mr. 
J.  Moore,  third.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed  on 
Monday  next,  March  13. 

The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  fished  their  bye  contest 
on  the  5th  inst.,  at  Fradley,  near  Alrewas,  in  which 
forty -two  members  competed  for  some  very  nice  prizes, 
which  included  a  marble  timepiece,  with  bronze  orna¬ 
ments  to  match  (this  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  H.  Hodgets, 
the  host  of  the  clubhouse),  dinner  and  tea  services, 
table-lamp,  clock,  and  pictures,  &c.  The  contest  (like 
the  St.  George’s)  was  fished  under  very  unfavourable 
circumstances.  The  result  was  as  follows  : — First,  Mr. 
Samuel  Mill:  second,  Mr.  A.  Jesson ;  third.  Mr.  H. 
Bryant:  fourth,  Mr.  A.  Phelps  ;  fifth,  Mr.  E.  Cockbill ; 
sixth.  Mr.  T.  Callaghan;  seventh,  Mr.  S.  Morris; 
eighth,  Mr.  G.  Kinder  ;  ninth,  Mr.  J.  Bryant ;  tenth, 
Mr.  C.  Bevan,  <tc.  Notwithstanding  the  bad  state  of 
the  weather  a  largo  quantity  of  fish  were  taken,  but 
they  ran  of  rather  a  small  size.  Mr.  A.  Shortland,  of 
the  Highgate  Park,  acted  as  referee. 

The  members  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society  have 
been  taking  some  very  nice  roach  and  chub  from 
their  portion  of  the  river  Mease  at  Haslour,  although 
the  river  has  not  been  in  that  condition  the  members 
could  have  wished  for,  still  they  have  been  able  to 
secure  some  first-class  catches  of  roach.  Some  of  the 
members  fished  the  water  a  few  days  ago  and  secured 
roach  up  to  l^lb.  each,  together  with  chub  up  to 
21b.  6Joz.  The  fish  seem  well  on  the  feed,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  should  lose  no  time  in  making  up  for  the  dull 
season  they  have  just  passed  through. 

The  fishing  in  the  canal  on  Sundays  has  been  stopped 
at  Colwich,  and  I  hope  the  members  will  take  note  of 
this  to  prevent  disappointment.  The  West-end  Society 
intended  fishing  their  bye  contest  at  this  place,  but  have 
been  obliged  to  select  another  place.  Good  fishing  may 
be  obtained  any  week-day,  and  I  should  advise  my 
readers  to  go  direct  after  leaving  the  railway-station  to 
Mr.  Fisher’s,  Clifford  Arms  Inn,  who  rents  several 
meadows  on  the  off  side  of  the  canal.  This  gentleman 
will  give  anyone  permission  to  fish  upon  application. 

The  Dudley  Association,  through  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  have  just  received  the  concession 
to  travel  on  the  London  and  North-Western  Railway 
Company’s  lines  at  the  reduced  fares. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Angling  operations  have  been  pursued  under  very 
favourable  conditions  this  week,  the  weather,  in  con- 
tiast  to  that  experienced  during  the  last  fortnight, 
having  been  fine  and  springlike.  Sportsmen  say  the  fish 
are  now  very  easy  to  take,  a  feature  which  is  always 
noticeable  just  before  the  close  of  the  season.  Although 
I  have  heard  of  nothing  very  extraordinary  in  the  shape 
of  single  fish  weights  from  the  Forty-foot,  yet  moat 
sportsmen  have  done  well,  and  their  aggregates  come  out 
better  than  might  have  been  expected  considering  that 
the  river  has  been  very  much  over-fished  this  season. 
Mr.  Kitchen  captured  a  pike  of  81b.  near  Crawley’s 
Mill,  on  Tuesday,  which  is  the  heaviest  single  fish 
reported  this  week,  and  Mr.  AVinter  landed  one  of  fijlb. 
and  another  just  under  51b.  near  the  same  spot.  Other 
anglers  who  have  met  with  satisfactory  sport  are  Messrs. 
Dawson,  Pear.son,  'I’aylor,  Fanconrt,  and  Smith,  the 
1  vtter  securing  six  fish  in  two  days  weighing  over  251b. 
Messrs.  Hall  and  Green  have  been  out  on  the  AA'elland 


and  its  tributaries,  and  both  have  followed  up  their  pre¬ 
vious  successes  by  taking  several  splendid  fish. 

The  Stamford  Angling  Association  has  just  held  its 
annual  meeting  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  M.  S.  Young. 
The  committee’s  report  was  as  follows  ;  “  The  number  of 
members  at  the  present  time  is — honorary,  seven  ;  annual, 
for  angling  in  the  Gwash  and  Welland,  forty  ;  for  angling 
in  the  AVelland  only,  fifty-four.  During  the  year  thir¬ 
teen  new  members  have  joined,  and  six  weekly  and 
fifteen  daily  tickets  have  been  issued.  In  the  previous 
year  thirty-two  daily  tickets  were  taken  out-  The  fall¬ 
ing  off  in  these  may  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the 
prolonged  unfavourable  season  for  angling  in  this  dis¬ 
trict.  The  receipts  amounted  to  ^33  123.,  and  the  ex¬ 
penditure  to  £21  5s.  10 Jd.,  and  the  association  has  now 
in  hand  a  balance  of  ^36  28.  7Jd.  This  balance'  is 
£12  6s.  IJd.  more  than  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year, 
owing  to  there  having  been  no  expenditure  in  1892  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  purchase  of  yearling  trout.  The  committee 
report  with  pleasure  that  upwards  of  250  trout  were 
caught  in  the  Gwash  during  the  season,  the  heaviest 
weighing  41b. ;  [also  that  some  very  fine  grayling  were 
taken  weighing  upwards  of  IJlb.  each,  while  several  were 
caught  5in.  and  Cin.  in  length,  showing  that  the  stream 
is  eminently  suitable  for  this  sport-giving  fish.  Arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  between  Mr.  Bromley,  of  Ash- 
well,  and  Mr.  Clode,  the  master  of  the  Buckingham¬ 
shire,  for  a  joint  pack  of  otter  hounds  to  hunt 
the  Stamford  district  during  the  forthcoming  spring.” 
The  report  and  balance-sheet  were  adopted,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Exeter  was  re-elected  president,  all  the  vice- 
presidents  were  re-appointed,  and  the  name  of  Mr.  N. 
Day,  of  Easton,  was  added  to  the  list.  Mr.  Young  re¬ 
marked  that  during  the  year  Mr.  Day  had  taken  steps 
to  stop  indiscriminate  fishing  on  that  part  of  the  Gwash 
that  was  under  his  control,  and  this  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  association.  A  special  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  the  Marquis  of  Exeter  for  the  great  kind¬ 
ness  he  had  shown  to  the  association  since  its  formation. 
Mr.  Young  was  re-elected  treasurer,  and  Mr.  H.  N. 
Fisher  was  re-appointed  secretary  for  the  seventh  year 
in  succession.  Messrs.  J.  E.  Savill,  E.  Phillips,  and 
J.  S.  Loweth  having  resigned  their  seats  on  the  com¬ 
mittee,  Messrs.  AV.  Hender,  J.  T.  AVard,  and  George 
Gilbert  were  elected  in  their  place.  An  alteration  was 
made  in  Rule  0  to  the  effect  that  in  future  no  other  bait 
than  the  artificial  fly  be  used  between  the  AVhite  Bridge 
at  Great  Casterton  and  the  brick  hovel  above  Little 
Casterton.  The  following  rule  was  also  adopted:  “No 
member  shall  be  allowed  to  use  a  net  in  the  association 
waters  for  the  purpose  of  catching  baits,  unless 
appointed  to  do  so  by  the  committee.” 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  has  been  a  rise  of  flies  on  the  Itchin  lately,  and 
the  t'-out  are  taking  them  pretty  freely.  However,  they 
are  hardly  in  ripe  condition  as  yet,  and  anglers  would 
do  well  to  let  the  present  month  pass  before  they  get  in 
earnest  and  make  periodical  visits  to  the  riverside. 

Some  trout  kelts  have  been  seen  on  a  fishmonger’s 
slab  in  AVinchester.  Of  a  truth  some  people  have 
peculiar  tastes,  and  I  suppose  it’s  a  case  of  supply  to 
meet  the  demand. 

Some  few  good  salmon  have  been  taken  near  South¬ 
ampton  this  week  and  the  latter  end  of  last. 

By  the  bye,  I  hear  there  is  some  good  pike  fishing  to 
be  obtained  near  the  “  Liverpool  of  the  South,”  and  I 
shall  shortly  try  and  and  get  full  particulars  of  it,  but 
I  expect  it  is  strictly  preserved. 

There  has  been  some  good  fishing  at  AYood  Mill,  which 
is  whore  the  net  fishing  of  the  Itchen  is  carried  on.  The 
rains  of  last  week  brought  plenty  of  fresh  fish  down,  and 
has  put  them  upon  the  move,  so  that  I  expect  to  hear  of 
some  good  hauls  if  present  weather  holds  long  enough. 

From  further  afield  I  hear  of  good  results.  At  New¬ 
bury  the  coarse  fishing  is  resulting  well,  and  some 
baskets  have  been  the  result.  A  pike  of  141b.  was  taken 
last  week,  and  many  somewhat  smaller  have  also  been 
grassed. 

The  roach  fishing  here  is  not  receiving  the  attention 
it  deserves.  It  would  well  repay  closer  notice  from  the 
angler,  as  some  good  ones  are  in  the  river. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

My  prediction  last  week  that  a  change  in  the  weather 
prevailing  at  the  hour  of  writing  seemed  imminent — was 
justified  in  the  fulle.st  possible  manner,  and  by  the  time 
the  Fishing  Gazette  was  in  the  hands  of  its  numerous 
readers,  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  were  realised. 
Bain  fell  with  commendable  persistency  —  the  snow 
disappeared,  and  was  hurried  in  its  ‘  ‘  brothy  ’  ’  state 
seawards ;  and  still  the  rain  came  down,  filling  the 
river  courses  to  flood  height,  and  by  making  a  “  worm 
water  ”  gave  everyone  who  could  handle  a  rod  a  chance 
on  opening  day.  'The  chance  was  largely  taken  advantage 
of,  particularly  in  South  AVestmoreland,  and  the  Kent, 
Mint,  Sprint,  Underbarrow,  Beck,  and  Bela  each  had 
their  votaries.  As  a  rule  the  season  has  opened  favour¬ 
ably,  the  fish  being  more  plentiful,  and  in  better  con¬ 
dition  than  was  expected.  Amongst  the  most  successful 
anglers  were  those  favouring  the  Bela  and  Underbarrow 
Beck.  From  the  former  river  Mr.  P.  Bheam,  solicitor, 
had  twenty-four  and  twenty-one  good  trout  on  Thursday 
and  Friday  respectively,  and  on  Monday  last  Colonel 
Liston  had  a  nice  basket  of  fourteen,  none  of  which,  I 
hear,  were  under  OJin.  in  length,  and  the  best  31b.  in 
weight ;  whilst  from  the  last-named  stream  Mr.  Aider- 
man  AA'illison,  of  Kendal,  secured  a  round  dozen,  and 
Joseph  Taylor,  a  working  man,  had  double  that  number 


and  one  over.  Fishing  at  the  latter  place  seems  to  have 
been  commenced  a  day  “  before  the  fair,”  by  one  indi¬ 
vidual  at  least,  though  apparently  under  excusable 
misapprehension.  Mr.  T.  B.  AVright  had  four  tront  on 
Thursday  from  the  Sprint ;  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kendal,  Messrs.  Potter,  C.  McDonald,  J.  AA’^hitehead, 
and  others  have  had  fair  sport. 

The  anglers  in  the  Ambloside  district  have  accom¬ 
plished  their  object  in  the  formation  of  an  association. 
Most  of  the  farmers  through  whose  land  the  rivers  run 
have  been  interviewed  with  a  satisfactory  result,  and 
will  g:ive  permits  to  members  and  visitors,  ilr.  B.  Saller- 
thwaite  is  the  first  secretary  of  the  new  club,  and  will 
be  ably  backed  by  Mr.  AV.  D.  Heelis  (treasurer)  and  a 
small  committee.  _ 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Palatine  Angling  Society, 
which  for  thirteen  years  has  occupied  a  prominent 
position  in  all  angling  questions,  was  held  a  few  days 
ago  at  the  Lancaster  Hotel.  Mr.  James  Raeper 
occupied  the  chair.  The  balance-sheet  again  proved 
highly  satisfactory  and  showed  a  substantial  surplus. 
Mr.  John  Baldwin  was  unanimously  elected  president 
for  the  ensuing  year,  Mr.  J.  Raeper  becomes  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  AV.  Gartside  was  unanimously  elected 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  AValter  Jennett  was  also  re-elected 
secretary.  The  committee  will  consist  of  the  officers 
and  Messrs.  J.  Kershaw,  sen.,  J.  Kershaw,  jun.,  and 
Dunbar-Murray. 

The  new  executive  for  the  Exchange  Angling  Society 
is  as  follows  : — President,  Mr.  J.  M'Convill ;  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  Hall ;  treasurer,  Mr.  AV.  Glover  ;  secretary, 
Mr.  F.  Taylor ;  committee,  Messrs.  J.  L.  Hampton,  T. 
Harley,  Isherwood,  Riley,  and  Glover.  AVith  a  new 
committee  of  management  and  fresh  headquarters,  a 
good  season  is  anticipated  by  the  members. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Kingfisher  Angling 
Society  was  held  on  the  7th,  Mr.  B.  J.  Pickering,  the 
president,  in  the  chair.  Previous  to  the  meeting  a  few  of 
the  members  took  tea  together, with  the  idea  of  instituting 
a  new  item  in  the  social  feature  of  the  club,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  at  future  meetings  more  of  the  members  will 
avail  themselves  of  this  means  of  knowing  one 
another  more  intimately.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary 
routine  business,  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  form 
a  library  in  connection  with  the  club,  and  the 
president  contributed  the  first  book.  Other  members 
at  once  intimated  their  intention  of  doing  likewise. 
This  is  a  good  move,  and  will  certainly  be  of  service  to 
the  members.  It  was  also  decided  to  continue  the  sub¬ 
scription  of  lOs.  Cd.  to  the  Northern  Anglers’  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  considering  the  fact  that  the  society  belongs 
to  the  Amalgamation  and  the  N.A.A.,  it  was  resolved  to 
apply  for  admission  to  the  Manchester  District  Anglers’ 
Association  at  the  usual  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Crown 
on  the  10th.  If  every  club  were  to  hold  the  same  views 
on  angling  matters  as  the  Kingfisher  does,  things 
would  progress  more  rapidly  than  they  do  at  the  present 
time. 

The  newly-formed  Mill  Sawyers  Society  fished  their 
first  contest  in  the  AVorsley  Canal  Fishery  on  the  4tli 
inst.  The  secretary  reports  very  indifferent  sport,  and 
only  one  prize  was  awarded.  This,  however,  is  accounted 
for  in  the  fact  that  this  water  is  never  in  good  order  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  Great  efforts  are  being  made  to 
secure  for  the  anglers  of  Lancashire  increased  railway 
privileges,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  everyone  will  do  his 
best  to  help  forward  the  movement. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Anglers  in  this  district  have  bten  unusually  busy  this 
week,  some  after  the  lordly  pike  of  our  waters,  others 
after  the  big  bream  which  have  swarmed,  as  is  their 
wont  at  this  time  of  the  year,  in  the  reaches  of  the 
AVensum  and  Yare,  near  their  confluence  at  Trowse 
Hythe,  and  others  yet  are  doing  big  things  with  the 
bouncing  roach  of  Yare  and  AVensum  immediately  above 
Norwich.  The  weather  is  grand  for  the  time  of  year, 
and  anglers  all  round  have  taken  advantage  of  it  to 
make  the  short  time  that  remains  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season  remedy  the  bad  beginning. 

Some  fine  pike  have  been  taken,  mostly  on  private 
waters.  Since  Thursday  last  one  201b.  and  two 
191b.  fish  have  been  taken,  together  with  scores  of 
fish  of  from  41b.  to  151b.  each.  AVroxham  broad  fi.shed 
remarkably  well  last  week.  On  'fhursday,  in  two  hours, 
two  rods  had  seven  fish,  weighing  71b.  toSlb.  each,  while 
a  lot  of  other  ijarties  have  had  very  good  bags. 

The  bream,  as  I  have  above  stated,  are  taking  well- 
scoured  lobs  and  brandlings  well  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Thorpe  and  Trowse  Hythe.  On  Thursday,  one  boat 
of  two  anglers,  had  4  stone  of  good  fish,  while  on  other 
days  since  there  have  been  as  many  as  ten  boats  fishing, 
the  top  catch  being  G  stone,  best  fish  41b.  14Joz. 

Some  nice  catches  of  roach  have  been  made  on  the 
back  river,  i.e.,  the  AVensum,  above  the  new  mills.  One 
angler  had  some  beauties  on  Friday,  one  fish  Hb.  12oz., 
while  another  gentleman  had  four  roach,  weighing  61b. 
By  Earlham  and  Colney,  on  the  Yare,  some  lovely  roach 
have  been  got  with  small  red  worm — one  fish,  2lb.  2oz., 
on  AVednesday  last,  was  a  beautiful  specimen. 

The  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society’s  annual 
dinner  is  fixed  for  AV’ednesday,  the  15th  inst.,  at  the 
Maid’s  Head  Hotel,  Norwich.  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck, 
Bart.,  will  preside,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  gathering 
will  be  a  success.  Tickets,  58.  each,  may  be  had  of  the 
secretary,  Mr.  C.  J.  Greene,  Grove-road,  Ipswich-road, 
Norwich,  or  the  hon.  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Rudd,  54,  London-street,  Norwich. 
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FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

Anglers  cannot  now  complain  of  the  weather.  It  has 
been  delightful  during  the  week,  and  on  Wednesday  the 
sun  shone  with  the  warmth  of  May.  The  day,  in  fact, 
was  a  typical  spring  day,  and  anglers,  not  slow  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  change,  were  out  in  all  directions.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  I  came  across  several  who  were 
using  the  live  bait  for  pike.  Those  fish  are  now  ascend¬ 
ing  the  higher  portions  of  the  various  backwaters,  and 
when  the  weather  undergoes  any  temporary  change  for 
the  better  they  are  very  easily  caught.  Being  for  the 
most  part  full  of  spawn  it  is  a  thousand  pities  to  disturb 
them.  But  then  we  have  anglers  and  anglers,  and  I 
suppose  the  slaughter  of  the  fish,  on  some  waters  will 
go  on  right  up  to  the  advent  of  the  close  season,  which 
begins  on  Wednesday  next. 

At  Wilford,  on  Haturday,  Mr.  J.  Boyd,  one  of  the 
oldest  subscribers,  bagged  201b.  of  dace,  roach,  and 
chub,  and  on  Monday  he  killed  seventeen  very  fine  dace 
in  the  field  below  the  bridge.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednes¬ 
day  he  was  amongst  the  roach,  although  on  the  latter 
day  the  fish  did  not  bite  so  freely  in  consequence  of  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  water  was  running  in.  Mr.  T. 
Castles  has  been  busy  in  the  same  length  amongst  roach, 
and  on  Tuesday  1  caught,  amongst  others,  one  of 
11b.  C.^oz.  It  was  a  splendid  specimen,  although  the 
scales  below  the  dorsal  fin  wore  ragged  and  rough.  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  had  one  of  11b.  3oz  ,  and  several  of  11b.  each 
fell  to  the  rods  of  other  frequenters  of  the  fishery. 

On  Wednesday,  Mr.  J.  Taylor  had  quite  an  adven¬ 
ture.  He  was  fishing  close  to  me  for  roach,  when  “  bob, 
bob,  ’  went  the  float.  Waiting  a  second  or  so,  he  struck, 
and  was  fast  in  a  heavy  fish,  which  dashed  madly  into 
the  stream  from  the  side,  near  which  the  bait — a  couple 
of  cockspurs  threaded  on  a  No.  9  hook— had  been  cast. 
Its  movements  were  most  extraordinary,  and  at  first, 
and  for  some  time  it  would  not  budge  an  inch  from  the 
stream.  Eventually,  however,  science  prevailed,  and, 
on  the  landing-net  being  brought  into  use,  a  leathering 
great  barbel  rolled  leisurely  into  it.  The  fish,  a  male, 
weighed  51b.,  and  was  in  good  condition.  In  the  proper 
season  it  would  have  pulled  down  the  beam  at  91b.  Yet 
the  fact  of  the  fish  taking  the  worm  in  March,  and  this 
in  less  than  three  feet  of  water,  shows  beyond  doubt 
that  they  do  feed  during  the  winter  and  spring  months. 
Some  years  ago,  before  the  Mundella  Act  was  passed,  I 
caught  several  barbel  in  the  closing  days  of  March  with 
the  caddis  grub,  and  caught  them  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  very  spot  where  my  friend  Mr.  Taylor 
hooked  and  landed  his  “  champion.” 

At  Weston,  or,  rather,  in  the  Blackpool,  three  pike 
have  been  taken  with  the  live  bait  since  Thursday.  The 
heaviest  weighed  lOilb.,  the  second  best,  81b.,  and  the 
third  best,  61b.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  lessee 
of  the  water  does  not  close  it  to  subscribers  on  Feb.  1. 
The  pool  is  fed  by  the  Trent,  and  in  March  many  fish 
ascend  it  for  the  purpose  of  spawning. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  held  on  Wednesday  week  at  the  Crown  Inn,  was 
important  from  the  standpoint  of  the  business  discussed. 
It  was  a  representative  meeting,  there  being  present  a 
room  full  of  delegates.  The  President,  Mr.  0.  Styring, 
was  in  the  chair,  and  others  present  were  Messrs.  E. 
Ridge,  T.  Guest,  W.  Walker,  T.  Liddell,  C.  Lockwood, 
C.  Powell,  W.  Sylvester,  H.  Gillott,  W.  Ashwood,  J. 
Woollen,  J.  Harrison,  J.  Pinning,  and  T.  Walker, 
secretary. 

Much  interest  was  manifested  over  the  first  item, 
which  related  to  the  proposed  purchase  of  the  fishing 
rights  in  a  three  mile  stretch  of  the  river  Idle,  near 
Bawtry,  owned  by  a  farmer  named  Smith.  The  owner 
was  willing  to  give  up  his  right  on  condition  that  the 
association  allowed  him  the  privilege  of  setting  eel  leaps 
in  that  and  the  adjoining  portion  of  the  river  let  to  the 
association.  Much  disoixssiou  ensued  on  this  proposal, 
and  two  resolutions  were  put  before  the  meeting.  One 
was  that  the  terms  be  agreed  to,  and  the  other  that 
Smith  be  paid  £2  per  year,  and  sign  an  agreement  to 
act  as  keeper,  and  not  to  himself  fish  in  the  river  or 
allow  anyone  else  so  to  do,  except  his  own  right  to  set 
eel  leaps.  This  was  carried. 

The  taking  of  undersized  fish  next  came  under  con¬ 
sideration.  This  is  a  matter  that  has  been  hammered 
at  tor  years.  No  Association  in  the  country  has  been 
more  lax  on  this  question  than  the  Sheffield  one. 
Although  there  is  a  rule  on  the  books  that  fish  under 
certain  sizes  be  not  taken,  it  has  never  been  seriously 
enforced,  members  having  taken  fish  of  all  sizes  from 
the  waters.  The  consequence  is  that  the  waters  have 
been  robbed  right  and  lett,  the  main  reason  being  that 
publicans  have  for  years  offered  money  for  the  largest 
dishes  of  fish  caught  by  Sheffield  anglers.  To  their 
shame  be  it  said,  many  of  them,  with  an  utter  disregard 
for  sport,  have  resorted  to  the  most  disreputable  prac¬ 
tices  in  order  to  win  these  prizes.  In  the  discussion  all 
these  facts  were  brought  out,  speakers  appealing  to 
the  honour  of  the  members  to  discontinue  what  has 
brought  discredit  and  opprobium  upon  the  respectable 
anglers  of  the  city.  In  the  end  a  resolution  forbidding 
the  practice  on  pain  of  expulsion,  was  framed,  but  the 
matter  was  then  allowed  to  stand  over  until  the  next 
quarterly  meeting,  in  order  that  the  city  clubs  might 
lurther  discuss  it  and  instruct  their  delegates  how  to 
vote. 

The  last  excursions  for  the  season  are  fixed  for  Mon- 
/  March  13,  to  Uoaton  and  all  intervening" 

1  BQiDg  station?,  and  to  Ihorne,  Crowle,  and  Althorpp, 
Tuey  promise  to  be  well  patronised. 


The  last  item  was  a  motion  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Liddell,  asking  the  Black  Sluice  Commissioners  to  allow 
anglers  to  fish  with  two  rods  in  the  Forty-foot,  near 
Boston,  instead  of  with  one,  as  at  present.  This  was 
carried. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  heavy  rains  of  the  past  week  kept  the  Severn  and 
Temo  up  to  a  very  high  level ;  on  Saturday  last  there 
was  a  Oft.  rise  on  the  Severn,  but  the  weather  of  the  last 
few  days  has  been  gloriously  bright,  and  the  water 
fining  down  and  sinking  rapidly,  so  that  in  a  few  days 
anglers  will  be  able  to  be  after  the  trout,  and  should, 
with  the  minnow,  nail  some  of  the  “  big  uns.” 

The  close  season  for  coarse  fi.sh  commences  on  the  15th 
of  this  month,  and  much  satisfaction  is  felt  at  the 
decision  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  not  to  issue  permits 
in  this  district  during  the  present  season,  for  the 
enormous  quantity  of  coarse  fish  taken  during  the  close 
season  in  past  years — under  the  weirs  principally — if 
continued,  would  seriously  have  diminished  the  <iuantity 
of  fish  in  the  river. 

Not  to  be  deterred  by  the  flooded  state  of  the  river, 
some  enthusiastic  anglers  have  been  out,  and  took  a 
grand  lot  of  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  J.  Pethord  taking  a 
splendid  specimen  of  the  latter,  which  is  being  set  up. 
There  have  been  some  good  pike  taken,  but  they  are 
heavy  in  spawn. 

Salmon  fishing  has  been  very  poor  in  this  district  so 
far.  The  high  water  has  allowed  almost  an  unin¬ 
terrupted  passage  of  the  fish  over  the  weirs,  and  I 
trust  some  of  them  will  reach  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Severn,  and  stay  the  continuous  grumbling  of  the  Mont- 
gotnory  men.  A  great  number  of  fish  passed  over  Diglis 
Weir  before  the  river  was  at  its  highest  level,  and,  as  so 
few  have  been  taken  by  the  nets,  we  may  conclude  they 
are  heading  up  the  river,  and  if  they  do  not  reach  Mont¬ 
gomery  this  year  they  never  will.  With  all  due  defe¬ 
rence  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  A.  Mostyn-Owen,  the  salmon 
pass  at  the  Diglis  Weir  as  it  at  present  exists  enables 
the  salmon  to  pass  up  with  but  little  difficulty  in  the 
worst  seasons.  Of  that  I  can  speak  from  personal  obser¬ 
vation,  and  not  from  a  mere  cursory  view  of  the  weir, 
which  Blr.  Mostyn-Owen  made  at  the  time  when  the 
committee  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  made  their  in¬ 
spection  of  all  the  weirs. 

Mr.  E.  Harrison  Bowen,  president  of  the  Worcester 
and  District  Angling  Association,  was  fortunate 
enough  to  take  two  fine  fish  in  his  net  at  Holt  Fleet 
during  the  week,  but  the  fishermen  have  hardly  taken  a 
fish. 

Annual  dinners  are  the  order  of  the  day  just  now. 
The  “  Izaak  Walton  Club  ”  had  theirs  on  Thursday,  and 
was  fairly  well  attended.  Mr.  E,  Millington,  the  presi¬ 
dent,  and  Mr.  C.  Evans,  the  vice-president,  did  the 
honours  of  the  table.  A  capital  dinner  was  provided  by 
Mrs.  Beckley,  the  hostess,  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed, 
after  which  the  usual  toasts  were  given  and  responded 
to,  and  the  numerous  and  valuable  prizes,  which  had 
been  competed  for  during  the  past  season,  wore  distri¬ 
buted  to  the  successful  competitors,  and  a  very  plea¬ 
sant  evening  spent. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  Pickering  Fishery  Asso¬ 
ciation  referring  to  its  origin  last  year  says  :  Several 
gentlemen  in  the  town  having  noticed  that  a  great  deal 
of  illegal  fishing  was  being  carried  on,  and  that  the 
Pickering  stream,  so  noted  for  its  splendid  trout  and 
grayling,  was  being  practically  mined  for  all  honest 
purposes,  held  a  few  preliminary  meetings,  with  the 
result  that  by  the  middle  of  May  the  association  was  in 
full  swing.  A  code  of  rules  was  drawn  up  and  accepted, 
the  various  officers  had  been  elected,  a  water  bailiff' 
engaged,  and  tickets  got  ready  for  disposal.  It  was, 
however,  to  be  regretted  that  the  association  had  not 
its  birth  earlier  in  the  year,  as  the  season  became  too  far 
advanced  for  much  active  service.  The  first  year  of  its 
existence,  however,  has  been  fairly  successful.  There 
are  at  present  in  the  association  ten  season  ticket- 
holders,  and  twelve  members.  Some  857  fish  have  been 
caught  between  June  and  Nov.  12,  280  trout  and  577 
grayling.  September  had  been  the  best  month  for 
anglers.  Most  of  the  trout  had  been  got  between 
Viver’s  Mill  and  the  Low  Mill,  and  most  of  the  grayling 
below.  The  largest  number  of  fish  had  been  taken  with 
worm,  whilst  fly-fishers  were  most  successful  with  March 
and  May  Browns,  Blue  Dun,  Alexander,  and  Stone  Fly. 
Altogether  the  report  is  a  very  interesting  one,  and,  with 
increased  support,  which  it  is  hoped  the  association  will 
obtain  during  the  coming  season,  much  good  work  should 
be  accomplished. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Tees  Fishery  Board 
held  at  Darlington  on  Monday  (reported  in  another 
column),  it  was  reported  by  the  secretary  that  50,000 
trout  ova  had  been  placed  in  the  Middleton-one-Eow 
hatcheries,  which  would  be  added  to  the  river. 

The  Pontefract  anglers  are  evidently  on  the  qui  virc. 
At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Old  Castle  Inn  recently,  it  wa  s 
decided  to  form  an  angling  association,  Mr.  Harold  J  - 
Eeckitt,  the  new  member  of  Parliament,  being  elected 
first  president,  and  Lord  St.  Oswald  and  Sir  Lionel 
Polkington,  Bart.,  patrons. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishin  Gazette. 

DUBLIN. — From  the  openingof  the  fishing  season  and 
up  to  the  present,  atmospheric  influences  have  been 


entirely  opposed  to  sport  in,  I  might  say,  almost  every 
county  in  Ireland,  rough  winds,  heavy  rains,  high  floods, 
and  even  snowstorms,  following  each  other  in  that  change¬ 
able  fashion  for  which  at  this  time  of  the  year  Irish 
weather  is  so  remarkable. 

Anglers,  therefore,  have  not,  as  it  may  be  presumed, 
been  happy  in  the  pursuit  of  the  gentle  art  during  this 
trying  time  ;  yet  it  must  not  bo  supposed  that  there  has 
been  any  marked  absence  of  rods  over  the  various  rivers. 
On  the  contrary,  we  find  from  weekly  reports  of  inland 
districts  that  not  only  have  local  Waltonites  been  busy, 
but  iu  many  jjarts  strangers  have  alrealy  arrived,  and 
only  await  the  advent  of  a  favourable  change. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  a  decidedly  favourable  change 
has  taken  place  pretty  generally  to-day  (Wednesday) 
and  yesterday,  both  of  which  were  in  reality  ideal  fishing 
days.  I  trust  such  will  continue  for  a  few  days  more,  at 
least  until  the  rivers  level  down  to  proper  trim. 

Trout  fishing  in  the  Dublin  district  (which  covers  a 
vast  area,  and  includes  many  rivers)  has  not  been 
marked  with  much  success  as  regards  the  number  taken, 
but  as  to  the  class  of  fish  there  can  be  no  mistake,  and 
a  few  good  plump  specimens  were  with  difficulty  bas¬ 
keted  from  the  reaches  of  the  Liffey  and  Tolka  waters 
during  the  past  week.  In  the  Kildare  and  Meath  dis¬ 
tricts  much  the  same  state  of  affairs  exists. 

Very  few  have  as  yet  cast  lines  this  sea.son  on  the 
rivers  of  the  county  Wicklow  ;  but  bad  weather  has 
prevented  them,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  now  that  we  have 
better  prospects,  the  usual  large  numbers  will  be  found, 
especially  from  Saturday  to  Monday  each  week,  trying 
their  luck. 

There  is,  I  hear,  a  great  run  of  brown  trout  all  along 
the  Aughrim  river  this  year  ;  but  they  only  run  small— 
|lb.  to  11b.  as  a  rule,  although  many  larger  ones  are 
occasionally  captured. 

Salmon  fishing  by  rod  commenced  on  the  river 
Slaney  on  Feb.  16,  and  will  continue  until  Sept.  15. 

The  fishing  has  been  very  bad  owing  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  and  the  water  being  altogether  too  high, 
in  fact  quite  unsuitable  in  every  way  for  angling. 

The  river  is  reported  to  be  “  literally  teeming  with 
fish,”  and  (judging  by  those  caught)  of  excellent  quality, 
so  that  with  the  improved  weather  good  sport  may  be 
anticipated. 

_  I  have  obtained  from  a  local  authority  the  following 
list  of  captures  :  Mr.  A.  Lett,  nineteen  ;  Mr.  S.  Lett, 
fifteen  ;  Mr.  K.  Owens,  sen.,  eleven  ;  Mr.  11.  Owens, 
jun.,  twelve;  Mr.  P.  MaoNamara,  thirteen;  Mr.  J. 
Darcy,  nine  ;  Mr.  W.  Eielly,  six  ;  Mr.  G.  Kelly,  six  ; 
Mr.  W.  Sterne,  four  ;  Mr.  A.  Kavanagh,  three. 

Mr.  E.  Owens  captured  a  very  nice  salmon  of  81b. 
last  week,  but  the  best  take  of  the  season  was 
effected  by  Mr.  Sam  Lett — one  of  201b.  weight.  The 
fish  made  a  magnificent  fight,  and  but  for  Mr.  Lett's 
expert  playing,  would  have  managed  his  escape  ;  and 
the  capture  was  witnessed  from  the  bank  by  a  large 
crowd.  There  are  about  forty  rods  on  the  Slaney  now, 
over  different  parts  between  Enniscorthy  and  Newtown- 
barry,  and  one  or  two  preserves  en  route  are  also  being 
thrashed  energetically.  Prom  now  until  April  1  is  the 
best  time  for  angling  there,  as  the  net  fishing  commences 
on  that  date,  and  continues  open  until  October  15. 


KEEEY. — The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been 
favourable  enough  on  the  whole,  but  angling  has  not 
shown  much  improvement.  On  Watervillo  Lake  sport 
continues  poor ;  in  fact,  such  a  dearth  of  sport  has  not 
been  known  on  this  -water  for  several  years  at  this 
season.  Anglers  are,  however,  confident  that  sport  is 
bound  to  improve  shortly,  as  the  fish  are  supposed  to  be 
pretty  numerous.  Salmon  kelts  gave  a  lot  of  trouble 
during  the  past  week.  Several  anglers  met  with  nothing 
else,  hut  all  those  brought  to  boat  were  immediately 
returned  to  the  water.  The  brown  trout  angling  for  the 
week  was  of  a  poor  description,  but  one  fine  specimen 
was  caught  by  a  local  professional  angler  named  Ned 
Dennehy.  This  fish  weighed  Illb.  14oz.,  and  was  in 
splendid  condition.  It  beats  the  record  among  brown 
trout  for  this  water,  the  heaviest  fish  of  this  description 
hitherto  recorded  as  being  caught  weighing  but  911b., 
taken  by  Dennehy  also. 

Prom  Killarney  I  learn  that  salmon  anglers  have 
enjoyed  fair  sport,  but  nothing  exceptional  has  been 
done  in  this  locality. 

At  Glencar  sport  appears  to  have  declined,  though 
one  or  two  anglers  did  pretty  well  on  a  couple  of  days 
among  the  salmon. 

On  Waterville  river  nothing  worth  recording  was  done 
by  either  salmon  or  trout  anglers,  but  no  anglers  have 
been  out  on  the  preserved  portion,  which  is,  of  course, 
the  best.  Salmon  are  reported  to  be  very  numerous  in 
the  tidal  waters,  but  they  are  very  slow  in  coming  up  at 
present. 

On  the  mountain  lake  of  Cummeravanig  sport  among 
brown  trout  continues  good,  though,  as  a  rule,  it  is 
better  in  April. 

The  Cummeragh  is  now  running  too  low.  Salmon  are 
numerous  in  the  deeper  pools,  but  no  anglers  have  been 
out,  as  it  is  useless  to  fish  this  water  until  after  a  flood 
takes  place. 

The  Inny  has  jielded  good  baskets  of  brown  trout 
during  the  week— that  is,  as  far  as  numbers  are 
concerned,  for  only  a  few  heavy  trout  were  taken. 

Sport  has  been  well  up  to  the  average  on  Copptl  lake. 
Two  local  anglers  had  baskets  of  over  two  dozen  each 
jn  a  couple  of  days.  The  fish  averaged  jib.,  and  one 
was  caught  which  weighed  2|  b.  This  laks  affords  both 
good  white  and  brown  trout  fishing  from  July  till  the 
season  closes  on  Oct.  15.  Like  Waterville  lake  it  is 
quite  free,  but  at  present  there  are  only  two  boats  on 
the  water  available  for  angling  visitors,  so  the  latter 
must  either  take  their  turn  when  there  is  a  rush,  or  else 
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take  'a  boat  especially  overland  from  Waterville  lake. 
This  latter  course  is,  however,  very  seldom  taken,  except 
when  the  angling  is  abnormally  poor  on  the  last-men¬ 
tioned  water. 

I  have  to  record  the  very  unusual  capture  of  a  white 
or  sea  trout  on  Feb.  28.  It  was  taken  on  a  natural  bait 
while  spinning  for  salmon  by  a  veteran  angler  nanied  John 
Segerson.  It  weighed  2.Jlb.  As  a  rule  those  fish  rarely 
appear  before  the  middle  of  April,  and  even  then  they 
only  arrive  in  very  limited  numbers. 

Sea  angling  has  commenced  along  the  Kerry  coast, 
but  it  shall  not  become  general  until  May.  At  Ballin- 
skelligs  whiting  anglers  have  done  well  with  hand  lines 
and  mussel  baits. 

At  Portmagee  large  numbers  of  ling,  <tc.,  were  got 
by  trammels  last  week,  but  at  other  points  nothing 
worth  mentioning  appears  to  have  been  done.  As  I 
write,  the  weather  appears  to  have  assumed  a  settled 
springlike  aspect,  and  if  it  continues  fine  sea  angling  is 
anticipated  to  afford  much  sport  during  the  present 
month.  _ , 


ULSTER. — A  nice  spell  of  warm  weather  commenced 
on  Tuesday  evening,  but  rather  sunny  overhead  for 
successful  fly  fishing. 

Mr.  James  A.  Barlowe.  Stewartstown,  has  just  been 
appointed  a  distributor  of  salmon-rod  licences  on  the 
Bann,  Ballinderry,  Main,  Blackwater,  Six-mile  water, 
Moyola,  and  other  rivers  in  the  Coleraine  Conservancy 
district. 

Last  Tuesday  evening  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Belfast  Angling  Association  was  held  in  the  French  Cafe, 
Arthur-square.  Dr.  Barnett,  president,  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  of  the  members  present. 
After  a  few  preliminary  remarks  from  the  chairman,  the 
yearly  report  was  read  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Kennedy,  and,  without  discussion,  was  adopted.  It  set 
forth,  that  in  the  past  twelve  months  there  was  a  decided 
improvement  in  angling  over  the  area  in  which  the 
influence  of  the  B.A.A.  was  at  work.  The  systematic 
poisoning  of  the  rivers  by  lime,  mango,  &o.,  was  reduced 
to  a  minimum,  and  in  the  Six-mile  water,  formerly  pol¬ 
luted,  there  was  a  perceptible  increase  in  the  number  of 
trout,  and  fish  were  now  found  in  places  formerly 
inhabitable.  The  club  had  also  successfully  negotiated 
for  fishing  privileges  on  Stoneyford  Lake — 100  acres  in 
extent.  Altogether,  the  report  was  a  most  encouraging 
one.  Two  clubs — the  Lisburn  Club  and  the  North-East 
Ulster  Club — had  been  brought  into  existence  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  B.A.A.,  and  these  are  pro¬ 
gressing  rapidly.  The  election  of  office-bearers  was  then 
gone  into.  Dr.  Barnett  was  re-elected  president,  for  the 
fifth  time,  and,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Gerrard,  V.P.,  three 
other  members — Colonel  Brereton,  Major  J.  C.  S.  Irving, 
and  Mr.  S.  E.  Agnew — were  elected  vice-presidents. 
The  committee  as  they  stood  were  re-elected,  and  three 
vacancies  were  filled  on  the  same.  The  finances  of  the 
club  were  found  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition, 
and  the  total  number  of  members  now  reaches  the 
respectable  total  of  141.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  secre¬ 


tary,  Messrs.  Hawthorne,  W.  J.  Love,  S.  Love,  J* 
McCammon,  Ballyclare,  and  to  Mr.  A.  Meenan,  J.P., 
treasurer,  were  enthusiastioally  carried,  and  the  business 
terminated. 


Avon  and  Erme  Fishery  District.  —  Trout 
fishing  in  the  Rivers  Avon  and  Erme  commenced  on 
March  1,  and  terminates  on  September  30.  Salmon 
fishing,  with  rod  and  line,  commences  in  the  River 
I  Avon  on  May  2,  and  in  the  River  Erme  on  April  5,  and 
I  terminates  in  both  rivers  on  Nov.  29.  The  charge  for 
licences  is:  For  salmon,  whole  season,  208.  each;  for 
trout,  whole  season,  10s.  each ;  for  trout,  one  week,  5s. 
each ;  for  trout,  one  day,  2a.  each.  A  salmon  licence 
covers  trout  fishing.  Any  person  found  fishing  in  any 
waters  in  this  district  without  having  previously  ob¬ 
tained  a  licence  will  be  prosecuted.  Licences  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Stanford  Perrott,  Fore-street,  Kings- 
bridge ;  Messrs.  Jeffery  and  Son,  12,  George-street, 
Plymouth  ;  Messrs.  Hoarder  and  Son,  195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Thomas,  saddler,  Ivybridge ; 
Messrs.  C.  and  E.  Brooks,  10,  Edgecombe-street,  Stone- 
house  :  Mrs.  Peathyjohns,  Avon  Hotel,  Avonwick ;  Mr. 
Roseveare,  The  Hotel,  Kingsbridge-road  Station  ;  Mr. 
John  Ford,  boot  and  shoe  maker,  Ermington ;  Mr. 
William  Arscott,  Royal  Oak  Hotel,  South  Brent ;  Mr. 
W.  Davies,  Pack  Horse  Hotel,  South  Brent ;  Mr.  A. 
Peachy,  Carew  Arms,  South  Brent  ;  Mr.  Henry  Bundle, 

!  Turk’s  Head,  Loddiswell ;  Mrs.  C.  Horswill,  Sun  Inn, 
Diptford ;  Messrs.  Lakeman  and  Son,  Stamp  Office, 
Modbury,  or  of  the  clerk  of  the  conservators,  Mr. 
Wm.  Beer,  solicitor,  King:8bridge.  Persons  wishing  to 
exchange  season  trout  licences  for  salmon  licences 
may  be  credited  with  the  amount  paid  in  respect  of  the 
trout  licence.  No  fishing  is  allowed  with  minnow,  or 
with  any  artificial  bait  except  fly,  until  after  July  31, 
nor  with  worm  until  after  May  16.  All  fish  taken  below 
Shipley  Bridge,  on  the  Avon,  and  Harford  Bridge,  on 
the  Erme,  not  exceeding  Tin.  in  length,  are  to  be  put 
back  into  the  water.  Fishing  on  Sundays  is  prohibited. 
The  water  bailiffs  have  orders  to  report  any  infraction 
of  these  rules  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Board.  Agents  are 
requested  to  fill  in  the  dates  and  names,  and  sign  each 
licence  before  issuing  the  same. — By  Order  of  the  Board, 
William  Beer,  clerk. 


Powell’s  Balsam  op  Aniseed — For  Coughs. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Goughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed  Coughs  and  Lung  Troubles. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  Eeliable. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  1824. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Kefuse  Imitations. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Night  Cough.  Influenza. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  Believed  Instantly. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  Remedy. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Lion,  Net,  and  Mouse. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Is.  Ijd.,  2s.  3d. 


“  Imperial  ”  Silver  Cup  Competition.  —  The 
competition  for  the  Imperial  Challenge  Cup  terminates 
on  the  12th  inst. ;  were  it  not  so,  Mr.  George  Reeves, 
proprietor  of  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark-street, 
S.E.,  might  seriously  consider  the  necessity  of  structural 
alterations  in  his  capacious  club-room.  On  the  5th  inst. 
there  was  a  big  muster  of  the  fraternity,  when  five 
competitors  added  299  points  with  grand  shows  of  fish, 
principally  roach.  Result  to  date :  Mr.  J.  Osborne 
(Mildmay  A.S.),  Feb.  26,  123;  March  5,  99,  total 
nnmber  of  points,  222.  Mr.  J.  W.  Biggs  (Funny  Folks), 
Feb.  26,  170 ;  March  5,  46—216.  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris 
(Battersea  Friendly),  Feb.  26,  142;  March  5,  59 — 201. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Marsh  (Dalston),  Feb.  26,  58  ;  March  5,  71 
—129.  Mr.  A.  Richards  (Burton  Piscatorials),  Feb.  26, 
99;  March  5,  22—121.  Mr.  G.  Lang  (St.  George’s), 
Feb.  26,  39 — 39.  Mr.  A.  Dejonge  (Battersea  Friendly), 
Feb.  26,  35 — 35.  Mr.  W.  Gordon  (Wellington),  Feb.  2(5, 
29 — 29.  Mr.  J.  Edwards  (Dalston),  Feb.  26,  15 — 15. 
Mr.  Jas.  Smith  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  Feb.  26,  12 — 12. 
Mr.  S.  Hill  (Funny  Folks),  Feb.  26,  7 — 7.  Mr.  J. 
Shelton  (Blackfriars)  Feb.  ‘2(5.  6 — 6.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhonse 
(Blackfriars),  Feb.  26,  6 — 6.  Mr.  J.  E.  Wigley  (Rodney), 
Feb.  26,  4 — 4. — John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Fifth  Annual  Angling  Competition,  in  Aid  of 
THE  Funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society, 
AND  Convalescent  Home  Funds. — Since  my  last 
report  I  have  much  pleasure  to  announce  that  I  have 
received  a  P.O.  for  10s.  as  a  prize  from  the  South 
London  A.S. ;  also  a  prize  of  10s.  from  the  Eastern 
Piscatorials  ;  and  second  prize  from  the  Dalston  ; 
making  a  total  of  .£27.  Full  particulars  and  arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  announced  next  week. — S.  Malby,  sec. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

S.  Allcock,  of  Standard  Works,  Eedditch,  for  improved 
envelope  for  carrying  and  holding  mounted  fish¬ 
hooks  and  tackles. 

H.  Ely,  of  Birmingham,  for  a  clearing  hook  for  fish¬ 
ing  purposes. 


Holloway's  Pills. — Impurities  of  the  Blood. — To  ensure  health 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  fluids  and  solids  of  the  human 
body  should  be  kept  free  from  those  impurities  which  are 
continually  getting  admission  into  the  system  by  erroneous 
living,  unwholesome  atmosphere,  or  disordered  stomach.  The 
only  safe  and  certain  way  to  expel  all  impurities  is  to  take 
Holloway’s  Pills,  which  have  the  power  of  cleansing  the  blood 
from  all  noxious  matters,  and  at  the  same  time  removing  any 
irregularities  which  their  presence  may  have  already  produced  in 
any  organ.  Holloway’s  Pills  expel  all  humours  which  taint  or 
impoverish  the  blood,  which  they  purify  and  invigorate,  and  give 
general  tone.  They  are  applicable  to  all  alike — young  or  old, 
robust  or  delicate. 


1 


’ 


FISHE 


EXHIBITION 


i 


Open  on  Thursday  Next. 


1 


MARCH  16th  to  APRIL  l5th, 


AT 


(Chairman  and  Managing  Director,  Mr.  J.  RITCHIE).  "y 

A  Fow  GOOD  POSITIONS  STILL  LEFT.  Early  application  should  be  made,  v 

The  following  amongst  many  others  have  taken  spaces : — 

Messrs.  HARDY  BEOS.,  Alirwick ;  Messrs.  D.  SLATER  &  SON,  Newarh-on-Trent ;  Messrs.  ENRIGHT  &  SON,  Castle  Connel ;  Messrs,  j 
BERNARD*  SON,  Piccadilly;  Messrs.  OGDEN  &  SCOTPOED,  Cheltenham;  Messrs.  HEAEDER  &  SON,  Plymouth;  Mrs.  OGDENJ 
SMITH,  Clapham  Junction;"  The  BEETHON  BOAT  CO.;  HAMMERTON,  Kingston;  EAST,  Reading;  SHEPHERD  &  DEE,J 
Thames  Ditton  ;  UNITE,  Edgware-road ;  THEO.  SMITH,  Oxford ;  SIMPSON  &  STRICKLAND,  Dartmouth  ;  *c.,  &c. 


THE  FISHER’S  FLASK. 

1/-^  I 


BEST  AND  CHEAPEST 
IN  THE  MARKET. 


To  hold 

2  wino  glasses 

3  »  » 

4  ,, 


BROWN’S  SALMON  FLIES. 
BROWN’S  LAKE  FLIES. 
BROWN’S  TROUT  FLIES. 
BROWN’S  PHANTOM  MINNOWS 

(tvith  or  without  Geen’s  Patent  Swivel, 
Leaded  or  Unleaded). 

BROWN’S  INSKIP  PHANTOMS. 
BROWN’S  INSKIP  DEVONS 

j  (spin  either  way,  and  Don’t  tuist  the  line). 

BROWN’S  GREENHEART  RODS, 

:  entirely  hand  made. 


J.  BURROW, 
DEALER  IN  FISHING  TACKLE, 
116.  FISHERGATE,  PRESTON. 


Illustrated  Price  List  of  Fishing  Rods. 
Reels  &  Tackle  sent  Free  on  Application, 


J.  HOLBROW  &  Co. 


(Late  Jones  JL  Co.,  Ill,  Jemyn-street) 


By  post  fid.  each  extra.  | 


FISHER,  188,  STRAND. 


Write  for  Price  List  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

64,  GEORGE  STREET, 

.A.  B  XD  E  E  XT. 


FISHING  ROD  AND  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS, 


!  9,  EAGLE  PLACE,  JERMYN  STREET. 


THE  FISHER’S  DRINK.  : 


Ask  for  “  IVANHOE  ”  ivhen  filling 
your  flask.  The  finest  OLD  SCOTCH 
WHISKY. 


D.  A.  RHINO  &  CO., 


REAL 


Pure  Scotch  ’Wool  in  Plain, 
Heathers,  and  Fancy  Marls. 


Makers  of  Polo  Clubs  and  Balls. 


HANDKNIT 

(iarriage  paid!  STOCKINGS. 

Unsurpassed  for  Durability  and  Sterling  Value. 

•James  'Virixitiex*, 

Cortachy,  Kirriemuir,  N.B. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  II,  1893. 


NOTES  FOR  MB  ANGLERS. 

The  recent  magnificent  travelling  concessions  granted 
by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  to  club  anglers  have 
caused  no  end  of  excitement.  Lovely  pictures  of  days 
to  come,  in  fresh  fields  and  rivers  new,  have  been  daily 
drawn,  and  after  Jure  16  next  there  will  be  quite  a  rush 
for  the  eastern  county  rivers.  We  may  look  for  some 
big  takes  all  round  next  season.  I  hope  shortly  to  be 
able  to  give  the  names  of  the  different  rivers  the  new 
stations  are  on.  _ 

I  SAW  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  lOioz.  at  the  Anchor  and 
Hope  Club  cn  Sunday  night.  It  had  been  caught  by  Mr. 
H.  Palmer  in  the  Cam. 

An  advertisement  in  a  Sussex  paper,  setting  forth  the 
accommodation  at  an  inn  at  Burgess  Hill,  ends  thus  •  A 
well-supplied  Pond  for  Fishing.”  What  a  delightful 
angling  club-house  this  would  make  ! 

The  reading  under  the  auspices  of  the  “  Long  Name 
Society,  at  the  Hounsfield  Otters,  Lower  Edmonton 
has  been  postponed.  _ 

The  competition  held  by  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
clubites  on  the  5th  inst.,  at  Twickenham,  resulted  in  a 
poor  show  of  fish.  The  other  anglers  fishing  the  same 
district  experienced  similar  dull  sport,  for  the  water  was 
very  thick,  and  the  stream  out  of  all  bounds.  The 
prizes  were  all  taken,  however.  Mr.  C.  Watkins,  with 
his  little  lot,  capturing  first  honours.  He  also  won 
with  a  small  bream,  Mr.  Fowler’s  gold  brooch  prize.  I 
wish  the  members  better  luck  to-morrow. 

.  Hew  Albions  have  abandoned  their  idea  of  visit¬ 
ing  Christchurch  between  now  and  the  14th  Their 
season  does  not  close  until  the  31st,  and  it  is  just 
fiiG  Stour  does  not  come  under 
the  Alundella  Act,  they  will  wind  up  on  that  celebrated 
river. 

In  reply  to  a  correspondent,  I  believe  there  are  three 
rivers  at  Christchurch,  the  Avon,  the  Stour,  and  Moor’s 
water. 

WEiTiNO  of  Christchurch,  I  have  just  been  reading,  in 
the  J^nglisii  Illustvafed  Magazine^  an  extremely  in¬ 
teresting  account  of  Heron  Court,  Christchurch,  from 
the  pen  of  Susan  Lady  Malmesbury.  The  illustrations 
as  well  as  referring  to  Heron  Court,  depict  Piiory 
Church,  Christchurch,  and  the  Backwater  Ferry,  on  the 
Stour.  In  a  note  on  the  fishing,  her  ladyship  says 
The  existence  of  salmon  in  this  river  was  for¬ 
merly  looked  upon  as  an  emanation  from  the  brain 
of  a  sanguine  pike  fisher  who  was  too  apt  to  see 
salmon  in  their  large  and  active  condition,  not  clearly 
seen  and  not  actually  brought  to  land.  But  about  six 
or  seven  years  ago  a  tremendous  storm  occurred,  which 
broke  through  a  long  belt  of  sand  stretching  across  the 
mouth  of  the  Stour.  This  enabled  the  fish  to  go  straight 
up,  and  now  it  is  not  at  all  unusual  to  have  eighty  or 
ninety  salmon  during  a  season,  in  spite  of  the  nettin'^ 
of  the  Christchurch  fishermen  at  the  run.  Salmon  do 
tiike  the  fly  in  this  water,  but  when  they  do. 
the  desponding  fisherman  is  rewarded  by  several  beauti¬ 
ful  fellows  as  bright  as  silver,  fresh  run,  and  often  of 
a  great  weight.  Perch  fishing  is  also  very  good  in  the 
Stour,  and  I  myself  have  caught  one  of  31b.  weight.” 

I  know  sex  eral  club  anglers  who  will  heartily  corro¬ 
borate  her  ladyship’s  statement  concerning-  the  perch, 
of  which  there  are  some  regular  plumpers  in  the  river’ 
Lot  long  ago,  I  think,  Mr.  Tom  Keeble,  of  the  City 
Piscatorials,  had  a  fine  take  of  perch,  and  a  day  with 
the  natural  minnow  on  the  Stour  is  rarely  disappointing. 

Mr.  H.  Brougham,  the  genial  secretary  of  the 
I.A.P.S.,  has  attended  no  fewer  than  thirty  annual 
dinners  in  connection  with  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and 
if  his  speeches  were  put  together,  they  would  pretty 
well  reach  to  the  City  Stone  at  Staines.  Last  Friday  saw 
Mr.  Brougham  once  more  with  the  Piscatorials,  and  his 
name,  as  usual,  was  very  cordially  received.  I  under¬ 
stand  he  is  about  to  publish  an  interesting  work  on 
Thames  preservation.  _ 

The  S.P.E.P.A.C.,  otherwise  the  “  society  with  the 
long  name,”  has  just  been  given  another  title.  The 
latest  IS  the  “Angling  Clubs’  Literary  Society.  ’ 

Fifty-seven  years  ago,  at  the  Yorkshire  Grey  in 
riccadilly,  a  fexv  anglers  gathered  one  evening,  and 
leeling  that  they  would  like  to  meet  oftener  on  the  sub- 
^®lo^ed  pastime,  agreed  to  form  a  club, 
ihat  club  was  none  other  than  the  present  Piscatorial 
Society,  which  now  meets  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant 
and  IS  lyithout  doubt,  the  fishing  society  of  the  day. 
Last  Friday  the  members  held  their  annual  dinner, 
which  was  graced  by  the  presence  of  many  ladies,  and 
the  scene  in  the  Royal  Venetian  Chamber  was  an  ex¬ 
tremely  brilliant  one.  Some  of  the  ladies  are  themselves 
good  anglers,  and  are  able  to  discuss  with  their  husbands 
ana  sweethearts  what  are  the  most  killing  baits,  or  aro-ue 
on  the  merits  of  the  Nottingham  and  Lea  styles  of  fish- 
mg.  They  thoroughly  enjoy  the  annual  dinners  of  the 
uiscatorials,  and  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the 
speeches,  and  last  Friday,  I  noticed, ^-frequently  ap- 
planded  them.  Mr.  N.  F.  Harrisson  ^presided.  Dr. 
startin  occupied  the  vice-chair,' and  Mr.  AV.- T.  Gal¬ 
loway,  the  popular  secretary,  was  here,' There,  and 
everywhere,  and  was  most  assiduous  in  his  attentions 


to  those  present.  The  evening  passed  away  as  merrily 
as  the  proverbial  marriage-bell,  and  when  the  company 
dispersed  it  was  with  the  feeling  that  the  time  had 
^yped  by  only  too  quickly.  The  splendid  silver  cups 
won  by  various  members,  and  which  graced  the  chair¬ 
man  s  table,  were  distributed  on  Wednesday  night  in 
the  society  s  club  saloon  at  a  capital  “  smoker.” 

Two  fish  caught  by  two  members  of  the  Piscatorial 
bociety  last  year  weighed  together  721b.  They  were  a 
salmon  and  a  301b.  pike,  which  were  taken  by 

Messrs.  W.  Thomas  and  H.  W.  Taylor. 

A  GOOD  audience  of  anglers  assembled  at  the  club- 
house  of  the  Walworth  Waltonians  on  Monday  night  to 
hear  Mr  J.  F.  Bursill  give  his  “Angling  Gossip,’’ with 
hme-light  views.  Unfortunately  Mr.  Bursill  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  attending  through  the  sudden  and  dangerous 
illness  of  a  colleague  whose  work  he  had  had  to  under- 

filled  fils  place,  and 
delisted  those  present  with  a  capital  paper  on  “  Trout 
and  Trout  Fishing  ’  The  reading  was  illustrated  with 
numerou.s  rods  and  flies,  and  was  much  enjoyed.  Mr. 
A.  R.  Matthews  was  in  the  chair,  and  proposed  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hoyle  for  his  interesting  and 
entertaining  lecture.  I  should  add,  while  referring  to 
\\  alworth  Waltonians,  that  Mr.  Sparrow  showed  a  nice 
bafeket  of  roach  at  the  club  on  the  5th  inst.,  weighing* 
lolb.,  the  largest  fish  in  which  scaled  11b.  7oz. 

Dace  are  spawning  in  the  Thames. 

A  SPi^NDiD  tray  of  bream  was  weighed-in  at  the  New 
Al^bion  Piscatorials  on  Thursday  night,  by  Mr.  E.  Mudd. 

1  he  largest  fish  scaled  51b.  2ioz.,  and  two  of  the  others 
went  4Ib.  Tjoz.  and  31b.  14joz.  respectively.  The  bream, 
as  well  as  two  trays  of  roach,  was  much  admired  by 
those  attending  the  smoking  concert  which  took  place 
on  the  same  evening. 

_  Judging  from  what  I  hear,  perch  fishing  in  the  Thames 
IS  not  so  bad  as  it  is  generally  believed  to  be.  During 
^18  week  there  have  been  some  fine  fish  caught.  An 
Egham  angler  on  the  5th  inst.,  took  a  perch  of  21b.  7oz  • 

j  yielded  three  fish  of  21b.  fijoz.,  11b.  2,ioz.’ 

angler  took  a  whole 

scnool  of  the  black-striped  ones  in  another  part  of 
the  river, 

'The  anglers  who  were  travelling  from  Waterloo  to 
Windsor,  on  Tlupsday  morning,  by  the  7.35  train,  had 
another  experience”  to  add  to  their  angling  diary. 
It  was  of  rather  an  alarming  nature,  and  one  which  I 
■would  rather  imt  incur  again.  Whilst  we  were  between 
Ashford  and  Feltham  we  xvere  suddenly  treated  to  a 
loud  rattling  underneath  the  carriages,  and  clouds  of 
stones  were  observed  flying  from  underneath  them. 

1  he  stones  struck  the  bottom  of  the  carriages  with  great 
violence,  and  considerable  excitement  prevailed.  The 
tram  xvas,  however,  soon  pulled  up,  and  after  about  an 
hour  s  delay  another  engine  xvas  obtained,  and  we  were 
taken  on.  The  accident  was  due  to  the  eccentric  gear 
breaking  down,  and  I  heard  that  we  had  had  a  narrow 
escape  of  the  engine  running  off  the  line. 

A  CORRESPONDENT  Sends  me  the  following  amusing 
story  :  “  On  Saturday  last  a  xvell-known  Eton  tackle 
maker  was  out  spinning  for  pike.  On  returning  fishless 
he  hung  his  tackle  to  dry  at  Winter’s  raft,  at  Eton. 

\V  Imn  taking  it  down  some  time  after  to  put  it  away  the 
bait  was  seized  by  a  terrier  dog,  xvhich,  on  being 
Pls-yed  for  some  considerable  time,  was  ‘  landed,’ 
and  the  hooks  at  once  extracted.  The  dog  this  (Monday) 
morning  appears  none  the  xvorse  for  the  excellent 
sport  he  afforded.”  Goosequill. 


Eepotts  from  Clu&s 


We  beg  to  reque.d  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “Editor, 
Fishing^  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan^s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
J^nd^,  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings] 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  E,C. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Renting 
and  Preservation  Committee  xvill  take  place  on  Monday 
evening  next,  March  13,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

^  Ang^lers  Association.  —  Southern  District 
Visiting  List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took 
place  on  Tuesday  week,  at  the  Wellington  A.S.,  Prince 
George,  Hill-street,  Walworth,  when  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  xvas  spent.  On  the  roll  being  called  fifteen 
clubs  responded.  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
hearty  manner  in  which  the  above  clubs  supported  the 
Wellington  on  that  evening.  The  next  visit  will  take 
place  at  the  Amicable  Excelsior  A. S.,  Prince  Arthur 
■^^ffii^^'Street,  Battersea.  The  date  X  will  give  next 
week.— G.  W.  Armstrong,  district  oflfioer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge,  xvith  thanks,  the  receipt  of  ,£1  Is.  from  P 
Geen  (president.  Anglers’  Association) ;  lOs.  Gd.,  F.  W.' 
Norman  (Gresham  Angling  Society);  lOs.  Gd.,  Mr.  A. 
Crump  (Rugby  House,  Primrose  Hill- road)  ;  5s.,  Dr! 
Leapingw-ell  (Conservative  Angling  Society);  5s.,  J." 
Jennings  (Bostonian  Angling  Society);  2s.  Gd.,  W.’w. 
Thompson  (West  Ham  Brothers).  Annual  subscriptions  : 


IGd.,  Globe  ;  .£1  Is.  3d.,  Sociable  Brothers;  IGs., 
Stoke  Newdngton  Angling  Societies,  from  their  donation 
boxes  ;  also  dfil  Is.  each  from  R.  L.  Marston,  Esq.,  and  W. 

Esq.  (angling  editor  of  the  Field),  life  members 
— R.  Ghurnet,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere- 
street,  Clare  Market.- On  the  5th  inst.  the  following 
members  weighed-in  ;  J.  Windsor,  roach  ;  J.  Pairbairn, 
roach  ;  W.  Hasted,  roach  ;  J.  Drew,  roach  and  dace ;  J 
Scott,  roach  ;  S.  Masters,  perch  (best  perch,  lib.) :  Sid 
Cutbush,  roach  ;  and  J.  Pailes,  dace.  The  next  return 
X  isit  on  the  Central  Association  takes  place  to  the  above- 
named  society  on  Monday,  March  20.  Secretaries  please 
notice.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goa  well-road. —On  the  5th 
inst.  several  of  our  members  were  out,  the  trays  of  the 
society  being  well  filled  with  a  fine  show  of  fish,  contri¬ 
buted  by  the  following  members  ;  Mr.  G.  Merry,  roach ; 
Mr.  Hill,  chub  and  roach ;  Mr.  Blatchley,  roach  ;  and 
Mr.  Tomkins,  roach  and  jack.  On  the  12th  inst.,  mem¬ 
bers  fish  for  a  series  of  prizes,  to  go  where  they  please 
— E.  E.  Bmbleton,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road.— On  Wednesday  even 
ing  we  decided  to  add  one  guinea  to  the  prizes  for  March 
so  that  we  have  a  good  list  to  fish  for  on  the  12th  inst 
The  first  prize,  15s.  (club) ;  second  prize  given  by  Mr 
Billee  Taylor ;  third  prize,  lOs.  Gd.,  given  by  Mr.  Chap 
man;  fourth  prize,  Gs.  (club)  ;  fifth  prize,  Ss.,  given  by 
our  worthy  host.  Members  can  obtain  full  particulars 
at  the  club-house  of  the  conditions  governing  the  match 
On  the  5th  inst.,  the  members  fished  a  punt  match  at 
Twickenham  with  very  poor  results,  only  three  members 
being  enabled  to  take  prizes  :  Mr.  C.  Watkins,  first,  15s. 
and  gold  brooch,  given  by  Bro.  Fowler ;  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade,  second  (half-guinea) ;  Mr.  Fowler,  third  (half- 
guinea).  A  most  enjoyable  day  was  spent  on  the  water, 
but  the  water  was  in  a  very  thick  condition,  with  a  big 
stream  on. — A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  members 
competed  for  their  March  series  of  prizes  on  the  5th 
inst.  ;  conditions,  roving,  Thames  and  Lea,  with  the 
following  result ;  Mr.  J.  Warman,  101b.  14oz.  roach,  one 
fish  lib.  9Joz.,  1st;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  GJlb.  roach,  2nd;  Mr. 
P .  Allum,  roach,  3rd  ;  Mr.  Taylor,  jack  and  roach,  4th ; 
A.  Conn,  perch  and  roach,  5th.  Several  other  members 
also  had  fish,  including  Mr.  H.  Patman.  A  fine  show  of 
roach,  but  did  not  take  part  in  the  competition  ;  total 
gross  weight,  70ilb.— A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — ’The  usual  xveekly  meeting  of  this 
society  was  held  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  R.  Green  in 
the  chair.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  5th 
inst.  Mr.  Wheelhouse  had  roach  and  chub ;  Mr. 
Hacker,  roach  ;  Mr.  Downes,  chub.  I  wish  all  members 
in  arrear  would  kindly  settle  up  as  soon  as  possible. — 
J.  Foster,  hon.  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. — The  following  have 
had  fish  since  my  last  report :  Mr.  Jamieson,  a  nice 
show  of  roach;  Mr.  Ward,  a  grand  tpeoimen  roach 
going  lib.  lljoz.  ;  Mr.  Steggles,  roach  ;  Mr.  Jennings, 
roach ;  Mr.  Hart,  jack  ;  Mr.  Eundall,  jack  ;  Mr.  Hoare, 
roach;  Mr.  Lewis,  jack  :  Mr.  Taylor,  jack;  Mr.  Ewiu, 
roach ;  Mr.  West,  roach,  heaviest  going  11b.  5oz., 
lib.  IJoz.,  lib.  2Joz.,  lib.  loz.,  and  11b.  4xOZ.,  and  a  nice 
dace  going  9oz. — J.  H. 

British  Sea  Angling  Society.— At  last  Tuesday  .i 
sub-committee  (“  John  Bickerdyke  ”  in  the  chair),  a 
circular  was  drafted  xyith  a  report  of  the  first  month’s 
progress.  The  committee  will  again  discuss  the  matter 
on  Monday  next,  after  which  the  report  will  be  exten¬ 
sively  circulated  without  further  delay. — Fredk.  S. 
Aflalo,  hon.  sec. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — The  return  supper 
match  will  take  place  at  Pangbourne,  on  the  12th  inst. 
On  Wednesday  evening  Messrs.  Brown  and  Norton  had 
a  very  fine  show  of  roach  and  dace.  On  the  5th  inst. 
Mr.  J .  Hall  weighed-in  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Norton, 
roach  ;  Mr.  Gear,  roach,  and  Mr.  Cecil  roach,  perch,  and 
bream. — H.  Roach. 

Camden  and  Kentish.  To'wn  Piscatorials. — 

There  was  a  fairly  good  show  of  fish  at  this  club  on  the 
5th  inst.,  by  Mr.  C.  Humphreys,  roach  and  dace.  IH’o 
Goz. ;  Mr.  Grimaldi,  jack  and  chub,  21b.,  and  roach  4Jlb. ; 
and  Messrs.  Graham,  Shepperd,  and  Clarke,  roach,  dace, 
and  gudgeon. — Jacko. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — On  the  2Gth  ult.,  we 
had  only  two  shows  of  fish  ;  Mr.  King,  roach,  61b.  9|oz., 
and  Mr.  W.  White,  dace.  On  the  5th  inst.  we  had  a 
good  show,  Mr.  King,  roach,  151b.  IJoz.,  and  a  nice 
jack  of  101b.  Oioz.,  that  had  disturbed  his  roach 
swim.  Mr.  Cox,  roach,  21b.  Sfoz. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  dace, 
11b.  13Joz.  :  Mr.  Sharp,  dace,  lib.  3|oz. — E.  T.  White, 
sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

— A  well  attended  and  enthusiastic  meeting  of  delegates 
from  clubs  enrolled  on  this  association  took  place  at  the 
headquarters,  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maideii-hine,  W.C., 
on  Monday  evening  last.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medealf,  president! 
occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Kelly  the  vice-chair.  The  Ber¬ 
mondsey  Brothers  A.S.  wrote,  enclosing  a  resolution  of 
thanks  for  the  efforts  of  the  association  in  obtaining  so 
many  additional  and  valuable  concessions  from  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company.  Also  a  letter  from  the 
Jubilee  Angling  Society,  warmly  praising  the  efforts  of 
the  Central  for  the  stand  made  in  safeguarding  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  the  London  angling  clubs  in  connection  xvith 
the  re-modelling  of  the  Thames  bye-laws,  and  the  sup¬ 
plementary  reference  in  their  letter  to  the  unfair  and 
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nnbneinesslike  manner  that  a  certain  gentleman,  who 
had  occupied  the  chair  at  the  Anglers  Association  on 
the  occasion  of  a  special  meeting,  to  consider  the  sug¬ 
gested  alterations  of  bye-laws  and  the  speedy  action 
taken  by  the  Central,  was  considered  very  effective  and 
satisfactory  throughout,  and  it  was  agreed,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  H.  Patman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Elsmore, 
that  we  desire  to  entirely  repudiate  the  baseless  and 
unfounded  charge  contained  in  a  recent  report  of  the 
.Anglers'  Association  that  the  Central  entered  into  an 
iigreement  to  act  in  concert  with  them  as  to  the  proposed 
alteration  in  the  sizes  of  fish,  and  afterwards  refused  to 
•larry  out  our  part  of  the  bargain.  This  we  deny,  no  such 
agreement  ever  existed,  although  it  is  a  fact  that  a 
deputation  from  the  Central  had  waited  upon  the  com¬ 
mittee.  at  the  Foresters’  Hall,  but  were  jeeringly 
told  by  the  chairman  that  his  committee  had  made 
up  their  minds  on  the  subject  before  our  arrival, 
sequently  our  time  was  wasted  by  attending,  the 
deputation  retiring  after  distinctly  intimating  that 
they  intended  fighting  to  the  last  in  the  best  interests 
of  London  anglers.  The  minutes  of  meeting  held  in 
March  of  last  year  were  read  to  the  meeting,  and  entirely 
confirmed  this  view  of  the  matter.  Mr.  T.Crumplen  made 
a  statement  on  the  question  of  bye-laws,  and  gave  some 
practical  information  on  the  subject.  It  was  agreed  to 
instruct  the  secretary  to  issue  a  circular  to  the  members 
urging  them  to  make  an  effort  to  attend  the  meeting 
convened  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  for  Wednesday,  9th 
inst.  It  was  resolved  as  a  matter  of  urgency  to  give 
the  committee  authority  to  at  once  deal  with  any  phase 
of  the  bye-laws  iiuestion  that  may  call  for  immediate 
attention.  A  letter  from  the  Great  Eastern  Eailway 
Company  was  read  to  the  meeting,  intimating  that 
seventeen  stations  had  been  added  to  the  list  to  which 
anglers’  cheap  tickets  would  be  granted,  and  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  De  Jongh,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
tender  the  best  thanks  of  the  association  to  the  com¬ 
pany  for  their  generous  action,  and  also  to  assent  to  the 
suggested  arrangements  referred  to  in  their  letter-  An 
application  for  enrolment  was  received  from  a  new 
society  called  the  Prujean  Angling  Society,  meeting  at 
the  Eose,  Old  Bailey,  hoti.  sec.,  Mr.  S.  Stewart,  starting 
with  seventeen  members.  .-Vfter  numerous  questions 
had  been  answered  by  the  representatives,  and  the  rules 
found  to  be  satisfactory,  it  was  unanimously  decided  to 
enrol  them.  In  reply  to  a  question  as  to  whether  it  was 
in  order  for  the  new  Sea  Fishing  Club  to  apply  for  rail¬ 
way  privileges,  it  was  stated  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  them  to  make  application  for  same  through  the 
medium  of  one  of  the  associations,  and  the  secretary 
was  instructed  to  see  to  this  matter.  Mr.  C.  Watling, 
visiting  officer,  reported  that  a  most  successful  visit 
had  been  paid  to  the  Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  next  one  would  be  to  the  Alma  Angling 
Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street,  Strand,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  March  20.  The  secretary  reported  having  inter¬ 
viewed  the  manager  of  the  Metropolitan  Eailway 
Company, also  the  Thames  Conservancy,  giving  a  detailed 
statement  in  reference  to  both  matters,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  him.  All  communications  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  association  to  be  sent  to  W.  J.  Wade,  6, 
Priter-road,  Bermondsey. 

City  of  Iiondou  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  The  George,  Brook-street,  Holborn  Bara. — 
Our  association  visit  on  Monday  evening  was  a  great 
success.  We  had  a  crowded  house,  and  plenty  of  good 
talent.  Mr.  Boxall,  of  the  Phoenix,  was  in  the  chair, 
and  twenty-two  societies  were  well  represented.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland,  held  at 
the  Middlesex  .4.rms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  The  following 
members  weighed-in  fish  on  the  5th  :  Mr.  Aftlett  nearly 
91b.  of  roach  :  Mr.  Comley,  roach,  best  fish  11b.  3oz.  ; 
Mr.  Garbrecht,  roach  and  dace,  heaviest  roach  lib.  .5ioz., 
and  Mr.  Macdonnell,  roach,  one  of  them  11b.  3|oz. — C  as. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C. — On  Monday,  6th  inst.,  Mr. 
Sowerbntt  presided.  The  business  of  the  evening  con¬ 
cluded,  the  chairman  opened  up  an  interesting  discus¬ 
sion  on  “  Eiver  Pollution,"  which  was  succeeded  by  a 
general  piscatorial  chit-chat.  Sport  has  been  recently 
looking  up:  Mr.  C.  H.  O’Dowd,  from  Virginia  Water, 
has  had  two  small  jack,  weighing  .jib.  each,  and  from 
Henley  two  others,  5Vlb.  and  41b.  respectively,  while 
Messrs.  Tom  Keeble,  Harry  Dunn,  F.  Norman,  J. 
Deplidge,  Ac.,  have  had  splendid  baskets  of  roach,  dace. 
fee.  Mr.  Keeble  has  left  London  this  morning  (Wed¬ 
nesday  I  with  two  large  cans  of  live  bait,  for  a  new 
found-out,  the  tip  for  which  he  got  from  the  “  gudgeon’s 
own  mouth.  Other  members  are  working  assiduously 
to  make  a  record  prior  to  the  15th  inst.  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  announce  that  T.  E.  Sachs,  Esq.,  has  kindly 
consented  to  read  a  paper,  “  The  Fish  and  the  King,  or 
the  fortunate  Farmer’s  Daughter,”  here,  on  Monday, 
2Vth  inst.  Mr.  James  Husk,  as  usual,  will  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  musical  programme,  for  which  he  has 
already  secured  several  novelties. — John  .Smith,  hon. 

B0C. 

ClapKam  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  the  5th  inst.  several  members  were  out ;  the  follow¬ 
ing  returned  to  weigh  in,  viz.,  E.  Chapman,  101b.  3jOz. 
roach  ;  A.  Painter,  .51b.  O^oz.  ;  H.  Moore,  21b.  5joz. : 
G-  T.  Jameson,  11b.  8Joz.  ;  C.  Harris  also  had  fish.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  'Turner  had  121b.  of  roach  from  Thames. 
At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  that  we  fish  a  con¬ 
solation  match  at  Wraysbury,  on  March  12,  for  four 
prizes  (for  members  only)  who  have  not  taken  a  prize 
during  season.  All  fish  to  weigh  (jack  barred). — G.  T. 
Jameson,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District.  —  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Eoyal 
George  Angling  Society,  at  the  Queen’s  Arms,  Bateman- 


street,  Soho -square,  on  Wednesday  next,  March  15. 
They  are  good  visitors,  and  this  will  be  their  first  visit 
on  this  list. — F.  Casteel,  hon.  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.  On  the  5th  inst.  eleven  members  competed 
for  the  second  series  of  prizes  at  Richmond,  only  four 
members  being  successful,  viz.  :  Messrs.  T.  Hicks.  5th  ; 
W.  Dunn,  6th  ;  T.  Twyman,  7th  ;  C.  Young,  8th.  'There 
are  four  prizes  left  to  be  fished  for  on  the  12th  inst., 
under  same  conditions.  The  following  weighed-in  from 
other  waters:  Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  roach  and  barbel, 
31b.  6oz. ;  W.  Hutchings,  roach,  21b.  6oz.  :  F.  Haimabus 
and  F.  Bourne,  roach. — A.  Smith,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms. 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  5th  inst.  several 
members  took  advantage  of  the  fine  weather,  but  sport 
seemed  very  slack.  The  only  gentlemen  who  had  fish 
were  Messrs.  J.  Edwards,  W.  Edwards,  and  F.  Legge, 
who  had  some  handsome  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  perch. 
The  last  outing  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  the  12th 
inst.  in  the  Stort  from  Eoydon  Bridge  to  Burnt  Mill 
boundary.  Members  to  go  down  by  the  8.13  and  9.19 
from  Hackney  Downs. — S.  Maeby,  sec. 

Ragle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham. 


The  committee  decided  on  Tuesday  evening  last  that 
the  half-guinea  prize,  kindly  given  by  Mr.  C.  Burnett, 
shall  be  fished  for  on  the  12th  inst.  in  any  public  water, 
grass  weight,  all  kinds  of  fish  ■  to  win  :  punt 
fishing  barred.  Amongst  the  numerous  shows 
of  fish,  since  my  last  report,  notably  are 
those  of  Messrs.  Day,  Burnett,  and  Ashmore :_  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Dwyer,  with  roach  and  dace  of  over  .51b.  : 
and  Mr.  Price,  same  date,  with  chub,  one  weighing  21b., 
a  jack  of  -ijlb.,  and  roach  and  dace  of  over  41b. — 

T.  F.  B.,  hon.  sec. 

East  Eoudon  Piscatorial  Society,  London 
Hospital  Tavern,  208,  Whitechapel-road.— On  the  2nd 
inst.,  several  of  our  raembei’s  fished  for  two  prizes  at 
Eye  House.  The  first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  Worrall, 
with  two  roach  weighing  2Jlb.  (each  roach  scaling 
lib.  4oz.);  Mr.  Ewer  had  perch;  Mr.  Chapman,  roach; 
and  Mr.  Steam,  jack,  but  did  not  weigh  in.  On  the  5th 
inst.,  Mr.  Worrall  again  weighed  in  roach,  31b. largest 
11b.  2oz..  also  a  nice  dace  weighing  over  Jib.  :  W.  Mead, 
four  roach,  weighing  31b.  4oz.,  all  from  the  Eye  House 
waters.  I  hope  members  of  the  committee  will  do  their 
best  to  turn  up  on  Thursday  next,  16th  inst.,  to  arrange 
future  important  business. — W.  M. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— At  the  meeting  held  at 
head-quarters,  the  “Wellington,”  on  Monday  last. 
Geo.  White,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  C.  M.  Woodford,  Esq., 
F.E.G.S.  (a  member  of  the  society),  exhibited,  by  the  aid 
of  a  lantern,  over  100  slides  from  photographs,  taken  by 
himself  during  his  sojourn  of  upwards  of  five  years  among 
the  savages  of  the  Solomon  Islands,  in  the  Western  Pacific. 
They  consisted  of  scenery  and  photographs  of  kings, 
chiefs,  and  other  notable  characters  male  and 
female,  in  their  weird  and  grotesque  paraphernalia. 
The  lecturer  also  exhibited  a  magnificent  case,  con¬ 
taining  a  dozen  distinct  species  of  kingfishers, 
common  to  those  Islands,  besides  several  other  objects 
of  interest,  including  fishing  tackle  used  in  the  capture 
of  sharks,  crocodiles,  *«.  Our  second^  annual  dinner 
will  be  held  at  the  “  Wellington,”  on  Friday,  17th  inst  , 
at  7.15  p.m.,  when  we  trust  our  London  friends  will 
rally  round  us  ;  they  may  be  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome. 
Our  president,  T.  'T.  Bucknill,  Esq.,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  will 
take  the  chair.  Train  leaves  Waterloo  at  6.30  p.m., 
returning  from  here  at  11.7. — Edwd.  Wm.  Hailes,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society. —The  members 
will  fish  for  prizes  on  March  12th,  at  St.  Margaret's; 
all  start  by  first  train.  The  secretary  will  be  at  the 
club-house  on  Saturday  evening  to  receive  contributions 
to  make  members  free  to  compete. — E.  Murphy. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  ordinary  weekly 
meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr. 
E.  H.  Bramley  in  the  chair.  A  guinea  was  voted  to  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund.  The  following  books  were 
added  to  the  lisrary,  having  been  purchased  by  the 
honorary  librarian:  “  Sea-fishing  as  a  Sport,”  “  Silvery 
Hosts  of  the  North  Sea.”  “  Soltan’s  'Trout  Flies,’’ 
“Young’s  Anglers’  Guide,”  and  “The  Silver  Trout. 
Dr.  Brunton  presented  Cadell’s  “  New  System  of 
Natural  History,  1762.”  Mr.  Bentley ,_  ‘‘A  Season  in 
Sutherlandshire,  1838,”  aud  a  copy  of  the  ‘London 
Gazette,”  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  “  Louch’s  Life  of 
Walton,”  and  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  the  re¬ 
spective  donors.  A  new  member  was  elected.  Mr.  Bart¬ 
lett  reported  having  caught  some  dace,  and  Mr.  Gilbert 
brought  up  a  very  fine  tray  of  roach  from  the  society’s 
water:  altogether  they  weighed  2.51b.,  several  being 
over  lib.  in  weight,  and  all  measuring  over  nine  inches. 
Mr.  F.  R.  Ohlson  was  elected  to  represent  the  society  at 
the  competition  of  the  National  Angling  Clubs  Associa¬ 
tion,  at  Loch  Leven,  on  June  7  next.  Considerable 
discussion  took  place  on  the  proposed  Thames  fishery 
bye-laws,  and  a  deputation,  consisting  of  Mr.  John 
Hearn,  and  the  secretary,  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
public  meeting  on  the  8th,  and  represent  the  views  of 
the  society.  Mr.  R.  B.  Lodge,  of  Enfield,  presented 
some  very  beautiful  photographs  of  the  Gresham  Lugger, 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  him.  Regulations 
as  to  the  fishing  for  medals  and  other  prizes  were  made, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated  among  the 
members.  On  Tuesday  next,  the  14th  inst.,  Mr.  C.  S. 
Bentley  will  reada  paper  entitled,  “  The  Smaller  Rivers 
of  London,”  and  on  the  21st,  there  will  be  a  roach  com¬ 
petition  at  Kelvedon. — James  Tayler,  sec. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Aniline  Society.— On  the  5th 
inst.,  we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  the  following 
being  the  contributors :  Messrs.  Wells,  roach;  Levoir, 
roach:  Glover,  roach;  Callcutt,  perch  and  roach;  H. 
Bagshaw,  perch  ;  and  Russell,  roach.  I  regret  to  in¬ 


form  the  members  of  the  death  of  Mr.  ,1.  .laokson,  and 

also  hope  that  the  levies  due  on  such  occasion  will  be 
paid  in  as  soon  as  possible. — W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Hornsey  Wood 
Tavern,  Finsbury-park,  N. — Since  my  last  report,  the 
following  members  weighed-in  on  the  .5th  and  6th  inst : 

Mr.  J.  Burton,  roach  and  dace,  81b.,  the  three  heaviest 
roach  scaling  lib.  5oz.,  11b.  2Joz.,  and  ll'o.  IJoz.,  from 
the  Colne  ;  Mr.  G.  Rutherford,  roach,  perch,  and  d^e. 
12Jlb.,  heaviest  roach,  lib.  4oz.,  ditto  perch,  11b.  .5oz. 
and  11b.  Ijoz.  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Shaw,  roach,  perch,  and 
dace,  lOJlb.,  from  the  Bother.- J.  E.  Wheatley,  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— We  had  a 
good  show  of  fish  on  the  5th  inst.  .4.  Hattemore, 
91b.  T2oz.  roach,  five  fish  weighing  51b.  7oz.  ;  A.  Field, 
81b.  12oz.  roach  ;  F.  Gardner,  61b.  15joz.  roach;  S. 
Orrow,  61b.  lOjoz.  roach  and  one  bream ;  S.  Cole, 
51b.  12oz.  dace  and  two  roach  ;  W.  Cooper,  21b.  I'JfOZ. 
roach  ;  S.  Gillett,  one  chub,  11b.  5oz.  The  members  will 
fish  for  seven  prizes  on  March  12  in  the  Stort,  from 
Bishop’s  Stortford  to  Sawbridgworth,  towing-path  only. 

— E.  Ghdrney,  sec. 

Izaak  "Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
competed  for  two  special  prizes  on  Wednesday  last,  the 
8th  inst.  Mr.  C.  Hayward  was  first ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Macham 
second.  Messrs.  G.  Nunn,  T.  Goodwin,  and  N.  Martin 
had  roach,  and  G.  P.  Rolt  had  jack  on  the  same  day. 

As  already  announced,  the  members  will  compete  for 
three  special  prizes  on  the  12th  inst.  ;  competitors  are 
allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private 
waters  barred)  for  these  prizes.  There  are  four  special 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday  next,  the  1.5t’n 
inst.,  at  St.  Margarets,  between  the  Gate  at  the  end  o: 
the  Eye  House  waters,  and  the  Cattle  Bridge  ;  all  com¬ 
petitors  to  fish  from  the  towing  path  only.  Mr.  A. 
Furlong  weighed-in  81b.  l^oz.  of  nice  roach,  on  the 
5th  inst.,  the  heaviest  one  sealed  11b.  4oz.  Mr.  C. 
Layton  had  some  roach  and  grand  dace. — H.  B. 

junior  Ply-Eisliers’,  70,  Houndsditch,  E.C. — At  the 
last  committee  meeting  financial  affairs  were  gone  into, 
and  accounts  passed  for  payment,  leaving  a  fair  balance 
in  hand,  and  all  debts  paid.  Seeing  this  is  the  first- 
year  of  our  existence,  with  our  initial  expenses,  it  was 
considered  very  satisfactory.  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  general  meeting.  On  the  question  of  where, 
when,  and  how  to  fish  during  the  coming  season,  many 
jdaces  and  rivers  were  suggested,  and  some  of  them  were 
adopted  as  suitable  for  our  operations  with  the  “fly.  ’ 
and  club  outings  are  to  be  held  at  least  every  fortnight, 
commencing  April  16th,  when  we  go  to  West  Drayton. 
Times  and  places  of  our  outings  will  be  arranged  aud 
announced  in  duo  course.  It  has  been  arranged  to  keep 
a  reference  book,  in  which  shall  be  recorded  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  conditions  under  which  the  anglers’ 
operations  are  conducted.  A  very  enjoyable  and  in¬ 
teresting  evening  was  passed.  Four  members  were 
nominated. — Hon.  Sec. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn,  New 
Cross-road,  S.E. — Two  members  were  out  on  the  30th 
pike  fishing  at  Virginia  Waters,  with  the  following 
result :  Mr.  J.  K.  Orsman,  two  fish  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Slatter, 
one  fish  ;  heaviest  51b. — W.  VV.  C. 

Xiiucoln  Angling  Society.  —  On  the  5th  inst. 
a  few  members  were  out,  Mr.  Holmes  having  a  ni.e 
show  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace,  111b.  5Joz. ;  Mr. 
Watling,  roach.  The  12th  inst.  being  the  last  day  of  our 
season,  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members,  like- 
ivise  a  good  show  of  fish. — W.  Watling,  sec, 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  Our  last  week's 
meeting  was  well  attended,  and  a  discussion  took  place 
as  to  having  an  outing  somewhere  before  the  15th,  but 
it  was  ultimately  settled  to  open  the  season  at  Easter, 
when,  no  doubt,  a  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Vyrnwy. 
One  new  member  was  nominated — Ed.  Woodfall, 
PkcBnix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Paucras- 
road,  N,W. — Only  two  members  weighed-in  fish  on  the 
5th  inst,  Messrs.  Carter  and  Bouffler  having  a  few  nice 
roach  from  the  Lea.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  first-rate 
attendance,  and  the  “  Heelas  Testimonial  ”  was  gene¬ 
rally  discussed.  No  doubt  the  committee  will  shortly 
arrive  at  a  decision.  On  the  12th  inst.,  oar  consolalian 
prizes  will  be  angled  for,  when  members  can  go  where 
they  please.— H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  assist. -sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golborne-road,  North  Kensington. — On  the  5th  inst.  we 
fished  our  match  at  Windsor,  but  l  am  sorry  to  say  only 
three  prizes  were  taken  out  of  eight.  The  following 
members  were  declared  the  winners  :  Mr.  Arnold,  first : 
Mr.  Harris,  second ;  Mr.  Moss,  third.  I  must  remind 
members  that  the  match  will  be  continued  on  March  12, 
when  I  hope  to  report  that  it  will  be  finished.  I  also 
wish  to  state  that  Mr.  Arnold  landed  a  fine  perch,  IJlb., 
which  is  being  put  up  by  Cooper. — J.  Harris,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street, 
New  Kent-road. — The  next  visit  on  the  S.L.V.  list 
comes  to  the  above  society  on  Tuesday,  when  I  hope  te 
see  every  club  on  the  list.  We  had  some  very  nice 
show  s  of  fish  on  the  5th  inst.  as  follows:  Messrs.  G. 
Sharam,  roach  and  dace  ;  J.  Wigley,  roach  aud  dace, 
first  prize  Feb.  outing.  F.  Lamberton,  roa,ch  and 
dace,  second  prize;  one  roach  lib.  lozs.,  winning  Mr. 
Wrigglesworth’s  umbrella ;  Mr.  Tidmarsh,  roach  and 
dace,  third  prize;  W.  Lamberton,  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  T.  Lines  had  a  very  fine  show  of  roach  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  the  largest  scaling  lib.  fijoz.  I  hope  to  see 
everyone  show  up  on  22ad.  Important.  L.  T.  La.v- 
berton,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  a  Arms, 
Bateman-atreet,  Soho,  W.— On  the  5th  inst.  our  last 
outing  for  the  season  took  place,  and  Mr.  Stokes  and 
Mr.  Harris  were  the  two  successful  ones.  There  are 
two  prizes  left  over,  and  these  are  to  be  fished  for  on 
the  12th  inst.  by  the  unsuccessful  competitors  in  last 
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outing.  The  conditions  are  to  go  where  you  like,  but 
bank  only.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenvvell 
District  Visiting  List  will  take  place  at  the  above 
address  on  Wednesday  next,  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Brown, 
of  the  Phcenix,  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Chambers,  of  the  City  of  London  and  Rising 
Sun  Angling  Society,  the  vice-chair,  for  the  evening.  I 
might  say  that  we  have  every  promise  of  a  very  enjoy¬ 
able  evening,  and  should  any  brother  angler  like  to 
spend  half  an  hour  or  so  with  us  we  shall  be  very  pleased 
to  see  him.  1  hope  the  members  will  turn  up  and  give 
us  their  support  for  this  evening.  On  the  1st  inst.  Mr. 
Xorth  weighed-in  with  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  among 
the  fi.sh  being  a  nice  dace  and  three  very  fine  perch. 
Mr.  Shaw.  sen.,  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  jack  on 
the  Sth  inst.— W.  R.  Shaw.  bon.  see. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
Toad,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Wednesday  evening 
next,  March  15th,  a  reading  will  be  given  by  Mr.  A.  G. 
.Tardine,  at  the  above  cluh-house,  on  “  Pike  and  Perch 
Fishing,  ’  ’  when  we  cordially  invitcall  brother  anglers  and 
friends  to  pay  us  a  visit  on  that  occasion.  We  have  a 
fine  room,  and  some  of  the  readers  own  cases  of  fish 
Upon  its  walls,  which  are  worthy  of  inspection.  Clubs 
not  having  received  an  invitation,  please  accept  this. — 
J.  Laming,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head. 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — The  5th  inst.  was  a  red 
letter  day  with  us  for  roach,  &c.,  having  up  just  on 
501b.  among.st  the  following  five  members :  Messrs. 
Duckworth,  Fletcher,  Smale,  Williams,  and  Massey: 
Mr.  Duckworth  having  three  over  Ijlb  :  Mr.  Massey, 
two..  Tuesday  being  quarterly  night,  the  election  of 
officers  took  place.  Mr.  Mason  was  re-elected  presi- 
<3ent ;  Mr.  Fletcher,  vice ;  Mr.  Kelly  and  Williams, 
treasurers.  The  secretary  also  selected  the  auditors. 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Fletcher  were  elected  on  the  com¬ 
mittee. — Pelican. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road.  —  On  the  5th  inst. 
Messrs.  Boorman,  Gearing,  Sargeant,  Dartnall,  Hailey, 
and  Frost  took  the  prizes  in  the  match.  To  finish  with, 
we  have  10?.  fid.  for  the  heaviest  one  roach  on  the  12th 
inst.  On  the  Sth,  Mr.  Maish  had  261b.  jack  (heaviest 
fish  111b)  from  private  water  ;  Messrs.  Dettmer,  Cot- 
terell  and  Cantle  had  roach,  dace,  and  chub. — .1.  J.  F., 
see. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow. 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  the  5th  inst.  Messrs. 
C.  Boreham  and  G.  Lewis  (fishing  with  Fred  Collier, 
Wheatsheaf  and  Pigeons,  Staines)  had  good  shows  of 
fi'h.  the  former  three  jack  (heaviest  fijlb.)  :  the  latter, 
show  of  roach,  13Jlb.  (heaviest  11b.  fijoz.)  and  one  jack  ; 
Mr.  F.  C.  Garrard,  roach  and  dace.  On  the  12th  and 
11th.  roving  match.  Members  go  where  they  please, 
punt  or  bank.  Seven  prizes. — H.  Reaves,  sec. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  104,  King’s- 
road.  Brighton. — Mr.  V.  Lindars  weighed-in  one  bream, 
lib.  5oz.,  from  club  water.  Mr.  Holland  took  a  good 
chub,  3 Jib.,  from  Ouse  ;  Mr.  W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  one  roach 
from  the  Ouse,  Hb.  lloz.  The  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  Saturday  next,  March  18,  at  the  Pavilion 
Hotel. — W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  asst.  hon.  sec. 

Uuited  Brothers,  Deptford. — I  am  very  sorry  to 
have  to  report  a  blank  on  the  5th  inst.  The  members 
will  fish  a  roving  match  on  the  12th  inst  ,  no  going  away 
over  night ;  public  waters  only  ;  bank  only  ;  two  rods  to 
be  used,  and  all  fish  to  weigh  according  to  club  rules. 
Members  will  oblige  by  being  present  this  evening 
(Saturday)  for  some  important  business. — H.  Tyler,  sec. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
D’-agon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — Several  of  ours  were  out  on 
.'.th.  the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Betts  (roach),  largest 
fish  11b.  7oz. :  Mr.  Dawson  (roach),  Mr.  Clegg  (roach). 
We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  7th,  Mr.  Philips  in  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Betts.  I  wish  to  remind  members 
i;ot  to  forget  thatl  have  the  tickets  on  hand  for  the  Rye 
House  competition.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  become 
a  member  of  a  very  promising  angling  society  cannot  do 
better  than  apply  at  the  above  on  any  Tuesday  evening, 
rules  to  be  seen  at  the  bar. — H.  C. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Alhany-street,  Regent’s  Park. — On  the  5th  inst.  the 
following  members  weighed-in :  Mr.  Hall,  bream  and 
roach.  21b.  13Joz. ;  Mr.  Miller,  bream,  121b.  13jOZ.,  one 
fi-^h  21b.  13Joz.,  ditto  roach  41b.  5|oz.  ;  Mr.  Grace,  a 
splendid  show  of  roach,  211b.  14oz.,  one  fish  lib.  SJoz., 
fourteen  weighed  151b.  loz. — J.  Packman. 

WalxTortli  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westinoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
<  m  March  fi,  unforseen  circumstances  prevented  Mr. 
Pursill  reading  his  paper,  “Angling  Gossip,”  at  our 
■  lub,  but  he  was  substituted  by  Mr.  Hoyle,  who  gave  a 
most  instructive  and  interestir^g  reading  on  “  Fly-Fish¬ 
ing.  '  Mr.  Mathews  presided.  A  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  both  gentlemen  for  their  kind- 
i;es,s,  and  the  AValworth  Waltonians  hope  to  hear  them 
again  on  some  future  occasion.  On  the  12th  inst.  the 
competition  for  two  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  Windsor. 
Bank  only.  Next  Wednesday  the  competition  will  be 
open. — C.  Hebele,  see. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — No  less  than  fifteen  clubs 
wei'e  represented  at  our  visit  on  the  Southern  District 
list,  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  Alee  Corras  occupied  the 
chair,  with  Mr.  Haines,  the  vice.  Messrs.  Blackman, 
A.  Bignall,  .1.  Daly,  Alf.  Kent,  Foster,  Kirk,  Barker, 
Cooper,  Haines,  Enever,  and  many  others  contributed 
to  the  harmony,  and  altogether  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent.  I  hope  we  shall  have  many  more  :  our  first 
visit  for  some  years  proved  a  great  success.  On  the  5th 
irst.  the  consolation  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Gentle 
and  Field,  with  21b.  4Joz.,and  11b.  lOoz.  dace  respec¬ 


tively.  Messrs.  Haines,  Bryant,  and  Gordon  had  good 
trays  of  roach.  A  friend  showed  some  fine  perch  and 
roach,  the  perch  weighing  as  follows  :  21b.  3ioz.,  lib. 
2.)oz.,  and  11b.,  and  they  have  been  placed  in  Mr. 
Haine's  hands  for  preservation. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  the  5th,  and  the  following  weighed  in :  Mr. 
L.  Robathan,  61b.  7Joz.  of  roach :  Mr.  R.  Lowther, 
41b.  3.)oz.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  .1.  Kenney,  31b.  15oz.  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  IV.  Stevens,  21b.  lloz.  of  roach :  Mr.  O.  Lloyd, 
21b.  OJoz.  of  roach;  Mr.  J.  Culpett,  lib.  2oz.  of  roach  : 
Mr.  C.  Roberts,  a  jack,  21b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Mills  and 
Mr.  J.  Simmons  also  weighed  in  roach. — R.  Lowthee, 
sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


iS"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St,  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  \75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add  <45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Adds  80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/  smith.  /  ham. 

'-50  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  '^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of 

High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Saturday,  Mar. 

11 . 

Morning. 

.  6.59  ... 

Evening. 

.  7.25 

Sunday, 

12  . 

.  7..58  .. 

.  8.38 

Monday, 

13  . 

.  9.27  . 

.  10.19 

Tuesday, 

14  . 

.  11.17  .. 

.  11.48 

Wednesday, 

15  . 

.  .  .. 

.  0.22 

Thursday, 

16  . 

.  0.49  .. 

.  1.10 

Friday, 

n 

17  . 

.  1.31  .. 

.  1.52 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — Although 
the  river  had  very  much  improved  up  to  Wednesday, 
and  was  getting  in  fair  condition  for  angling,  very  few 
of  the  anglers  in  punts  had  made  their  appearance — 
doubtless  waiting  for  the  better  chance  with  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  favourable  change  in  the  weather.  Our 
excellent  honorary  river  keeper,  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong, 
at  Chertsey,  writes  to  me  very  enoouraging’ly  on  the 
prospects  of  perch  fishing,  as,  in  speaking  from 
experience,  some  considerable  numbers  have  been  taken 
by  the  anglers  :  and  the  report  from  Sunbury,  which  has 
been  substantially  confirmed,  is  of  a  very  favourable 
character.  It  certainly  affords  every  jirospect.  The 
perch  are  in  the  Thames  and  so  are  the  jack,  and  of 
neither  species  the  river  is  not  so  depleted  as  it  is  tried  to 
be  made  out.  The  Chertsey  Angling  Association,  with 
which  Mr.  Armstrong  is  connected,  in  the  year 
1887  adopted  a  rule  which  prevented  any  of  their 
members  retaining  any  perch  they  took  in  the  river, 
and  this  arrangement  has  continued  up  to  the  present 
date.  In  the  application  which  has  made  to  the 
committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  for  the  reward  of  one 
guinea  for  killing  the  otter  at  Hampton  Court,  a  report 
came  under  notice  that  it  had  been  shot  up  the  country, 
and  when  shown  at  Thames  Ditton;  and  it  became  neces¬ 
sary,  before  giving  the  reward,  to  have  the  report 
investigated,  and,  as  it  is  fairly  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  R. 
Whatford,  1  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  the  result  of 
the  inquiry  publicity.  The  reply  goes  on  to  say  :  “  The 
otter  was  shot  by  Mr.  R.  Whatford,  about  120  yards 
from  the  Thames  in  the  Mole,  when  it  was  coming  out 
of  the  water,  and  was  afterwards  taken  to  the  Albion 
Hotel,  Thames  Ditton,  and  was  then  warm.  There 
were  two  others  with  him  when  he  shot  it,  and  he  is 
on  the  look  out  for  another.  I  shall  therefore  be  pleased 
to  send  him  the  guinea,  and  to  wish  him  success  in  his 
present  watching.”  I  have  received  several  more  club 
subscriptions  to  the  keepers’  dinner.  As  others  may 
come  in,  I  will  next  week  give  the  usual  acknowledgment 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette. — B. 

■Upper  Thames. — Angling  visitors  to  the  Thames 
for  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  season  for  coarse  fish 
are  likely  to  experience  grand  success  amid  jack,  roach, 
perch,  chub,  and  even  barbel.  In  my  last  week’s  note 
from  the  “  Upper  Thames  ”  I  certainly  anticipated  little 
but  chaos  for  river  work  for  the  week  remaining  of  the 
season,  which  ends  on  Tuesdaj'  next,  at  sunset ;  but  a 
few  days’  cessation  of  rain  has  worked  wonders,  and  as 
I  write  this  day  (Thursday)  the  river  has  dropped  down 
to  little  more  than  summer  level,  and  is  in  simple  per- 
fertion  for  all  and  every  class  of  coarse  fishing,  and  the 
reports  of  success  all  round  come  in  thick  and  fast,  so 
those  who  have  a  chance  of  a  final  fling  should  certainly 
not,  like  sunbeams,  let  them  idly  pass  them  by.— 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet).— The  river  is  getting  all  right. 
The  anglers  can  have  a  day  or  two  yet.  I  caught  a  fine 
perch  with  a  paternoster,  and  I  hear  of  a  pretty  good 
sprinkling  of  perch  being  had ;  Mr.  Norman  has  had 
several  over  lib.,  and  some  good  roach.  I  was  out 
to-day,  'did  well  with  the  roach ;  tried  a  spin  and  a 


paternoster  for  jack  without  any  result.  'Water  im¬ 
proving  hourly.  -G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — One  of  the  bank 
anglers  took  a  perch  of  lib.,  and  another  bank  angler 
got  a  nice  barbel.  This  class  of  sportsmen  have  beer, 
doing  well  amongst  the  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Wright,  one  of  the 
Kingston  fishermen,  in  fishing  between  that  place  and 
Teddington,  caught  a  trout  of  about  81b..  which  was 
safely  put  back  in  the  rivtr. 

Thames  (Laleham). — Alfred  Harris  is  reported  to 
have  had  a  good  day  amongst  the  perch,  but  I  have  not 
heard  the  quantity. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island). — Water  in  first-clasa 
condition  for  all-round  fishing.  There  has  been  some 
very  good  takes  of  roach,  chub,  and  jack  this  last  week. 
On  Saturday  last,  there  were  several  good  roach  and 
chub  taken  with  tail  of  lob,  in  about  2ft.  of  water  on  the 
shallows ;  two  roach  going  31b.  Should  the  fine  weather 
continue,  and  the  water  keep  in  good  condition,  there 
ought  to  be  some  good  takes  for  the  next  few  days 
before  the  season  closes. 

Thames  (Pangbonme). — I  have  been  on  or  near 
the  river  for  over  twenty  years.  I  think,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  this  has  been  the  worst  for  fishing  I  ever  remem¬ 
ber.  I  know  several  fishermen  who  have  not  had  a 
week’s  fishing  up  to  now.  On  Tuesday,  there  were 
several  out,  and  got  a  nice  lot  of  roach.  Anson  got 
some  nice  perch  ledgering,  largest  21b.  lloz.  If  we  get 
no  more  rain,  there  ought  to  be  a  great  many  fish  taken. 
The  water  getting  in  first  rate  order.  There  will  he  nO' 
weir  day  tickets  till  after  June. — W.  H. 

Thames  (Sun'bury).  —  Two  anglers  fishing  in  a 
punt,  attended  by  Herbert,  in  one  day  caught  15ilb.  of 
line  perch — four  of  the  largest  weighing  together  51b. 
One  of  the  bank  anglers  got  a  chub  of  4Jlb. 

Thames  (Teddington). — The  dace  have  commenced 
their  upward  movement  for  spawning  purposes,  and 
have  already  made  their  first  shift.  The  report  from 
the  tidal  waters  of  any  results  in  angling  are  nil. 

Thames  (Windsor). — The  effect  on  the  river  of 
such  superb  weather  as  we  have  experienced  in  the 
Thames  Valley  daring  the  past  few  days  hardly  requires 
description.  Anglers  had  given  up  all  hope  of  seeing  a 
good  water  to  fish  in  during  the  few  days  remaining  of 
the  season  1892-3,  and  have  been  agreeably  surprised  at 
the  summer-like  turn  of  events,  though  by  the  time  this 
is  in  print  all  may  be  changed.  Roach,  chub,  and  jack 
are  feeding,  and  by  the  11th  the  water  must  be  simply 
perfect  for  chub.  I  cannot  see  that  rain  will  interfere 
now,  unless  exceptionally  heavy.  Mr.  Eaton,  of  Eton- 
wick,  has  had  several  jack,  the  largest  61b. ;  Mr.  Allen, 
of  Windsor,  and  others,  handsome  roach.  A  perch  of 
IJlb.  was  taken  by  a  Loadon  angler  on  the  5th  inst., 
heavy  in  spawn  ;  bnt  this  angler  appears  not  to  have 
followed  the  example  set  in  this  neighbourhood  by  club 
members  in  returning  all  perch,  and  which  will  be  in 
force,  I  hope,  for  yet  another  season,  though  I  am 
pleased  to  say  there  are  indications  of  a  good  stock  of 
two-year-olds  being  in  the  river.  As  1  write  I  am 
informed  that  Mr.  R.  Plummer,  sen.,  of  Monkey  Island, 
has  been  missing  for  three  days,  and  sincerely  hope  he 
has  not  fallen  a  victim  to  the  recent  high  waters,  which 
are  peculiarly  strong  in  his  district.  Though  old  Bob 
was  born  on  the  river,  and  knows  every  inch,  accident.s 
will  happen  to  the  most  experienced. — B.  R.  B  ambrisge, 
per  F.  VV. 

Alan. — A  gentleman  from  Holyhead  took  thirty-nine 
trout  111  one  day  ;  twenty-two  with  a  fly  and  the  rest 
with  a  worm.  This  river  affords  excellent  sport  this 
year. — W.  H. 

Ancliolme  District. — Weather  delightful  and  water 
in  good  order  for  the  closing  days  of  coarse  fishing.  A 
good  number  of  early  flies  are  making  their  appearance, 
and,  if  present  weather  continues,  it, will  be  hard  to  keep 
certain  trout  fishers  from  the  water  side. — Thomas 
Ford. 

Avon  (Hants). — During  the  past  week  the  sport 
has  not  been  quite  SJ  good  in  the  river  here,  the  high 
state  of  the  water  douotless  being  the  cause  of  so  few 
fish  being  taken.  Mr.  Arthur  Baxter,  however,  landed  a 
fine  salmon  of  251b.,  Mr.  Hare  Winton  another  of  26§lb., 
and  Mr.  Salter  Symonds  one  of  201b.  The  river  now  is 
in  splendid  condition,  and  sportsmen  state  that  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  up. — Angler. 

Brandon. — Water  gone  down  all  right,  but  what  a 
tremendous  flood  it  has  been  ;  every  place  washed  out, 
and,  in  fact,  it  was  only  here  and  there  you  could  seethe 
river  at  all.  If  tne  tine  weather  continue,  there  will  no 
doubt  be  plenty  of  visitors  to  this  place,  as  it  is  con¬ 
veniently  situated  on  the  main  line  from  London,  and 
water  close  to  station.  Mr.  Rolpb,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon, 
has  baits  always  ready.  -William  Hoivlett. 

Cam.— The  water.s  have  gone  down  nicely  in  this 
river.  It  is  still  very  high  but  not  too  much  for  angling. 
Several  rare  good  lots  of  roach,  perch,  have  been  taken 
during  the  last  tew  days,  and  if  we  get  no  more  heavy 
rains,  fishing  ought  to  be  good.  Near  the  railway  bridge, 
Ely,  is  a  good  place  to  try. — W.  Howlett. 

iDove  and  Tributaries  (Ashbourne). —The  above 
streams  are  now  in  better  condition  ttiaii  for  some  time. 
Several  club  members  have  been  out  ou  the  Birdsgrove, 
aud  one  or  two  other  lengths  have  been  fished,  but 
results  have  not  been  biilliant.  The  trout  are  not  yet 
in  really  good  condition,  but  will  soon  be  so  now.  The 
middle  of  this  mouth  opens  the  trout  season  on  the 
Birdsgrove.  The  weather  is  all  that  could  be  wished 
now  for  grayling  fishing  with  fly. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).- 
An  angling  friend  of  mine  has  tried  the  rivers  in  vain 
for  salmon  during  the  past  fortnight :  indeed,  he  never 
saw  a  fish,  doubtless  due  to  excessive  netting  at  the 
estuaries,  and  the  want  of  salmon  passes  at  the  river 
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veirs.  The  rivers  have  been  in  high  flood,  so  that  trout 
fishing  is  in  abeyance.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  check 
will  be  put  on  night-lining  in  the  Western  Cleddan  this 
year,  for  it  is  an  open  secret  that  several  Haverfordwest 
men  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sallying  forth  towards 
dusk  with  a  rod  nnder  their  arm  and  a  pocket  full  of 
night-lines,  and  returning  during  the  small  hours  of  the 
morning  with  the  spoils  of  the  night :  indeed,  quantities 
of  fine  tront  have  been  frequently  offered  for  sale  in  the 
town  at  a  time  when  the  fly-fisher  is  unable  to  hook  more 
than  a  few  “  graveling  ”  about  the  size  of  sprats;  but, 
with  only  one  water  bailiff  for  the  two  rivers,  what  can 
yon  expect?— H.  S.  Harland. 

Eden  (Carlisle)  . — The  river  is  now  in  grand  order, 
and  fish  are  plentiful  and  free  from  disease  generally. 
On  Tuesday,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon  killed  five,  weighing  651b., 
to  his  own  rod.  The  Corby  Castle  keeper  had  one  of 
181b.  the  same  day,  and  one  of  91b.  the  next  day.  Mr. 
R.  Strong  landed  a  fresh  run  fish  of  81b.  Many  others 
must  have  been  killed,  reports  of  which  have  not  yet 
come  to  hand.  The  Bulldog,  Black  Ranger,  Black 
Doctor,  and  Silver  Grey  are  killing  the  best. — Silver 
Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — As  I  anticipated,  the 
river  was  too  heavy  for  the  rod  and  line  men  to  inter¬ 
view  the  salmon  on  the  opening  day,  and  it  was  not 
nntil  Saturday,  the  4th  inst.,  that  first  blood  was  drawn 
by  Messrs.  Baker,  at  Salmon  Pool,  with  a  very  pretty 
brace  of  springers,  which  they  followed  up  on  Monday 
last  with  two  brace,  largest  fish  151b.  Whilst  the 
rodsters  were  heavily  handicapped  the  first  three  days 
of  season,  the  net-men,  or  at  least  those  on  the  higher 
reaches  of  the  Exe,  were  taking  heavy  toll  of  the  upward 
bound  fish,  the  Trews  Weir  boat  alone,  up  to  Tuesday, 
having  taken  120.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  kills  yet  on 
the  Association  waters,  although  there  must  be  a  fine 
head  of  fish  gone  up,  some  having  already  been  spotted 
as  far  up  as  Dulverton.  Some  very  decent  bags  of 
tront  havs  been  made  on  the  Brampford  and  Up-Exe 
waters,  the  “  trophy  ”  of  the  present  week  being  a  very 
handsome  fish  of  3Jlb.,  length  20in.,  girth  llin.,  which 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Cross.  Trout  are  reported 
to  be  in  very  fair  eonditien,  and  should  we  be  favoured 
by  a  spell  of  springlike  weather,  I  expect  to  hear  of 
some  big  doings  very  shortly.  Killing  flies  just  now, 
March  Brown,  Blue  Upright,  Half  Stone,  and  Middle 
Blue.  A  few  pike  have  been  killed  since  the  water 
dropped  back,  Sergt.  Shephard  leading  again  with  five 
taken  in  two  outings,  weights  71b.,  61b.,  41b.,  41b.,  and 
21b.  Mr.  Cheak,  in  Dingle’s  backwater,  also  secured  a 
brace,  a  day  or  two  since,  weights  51b.  and  31b. — Red 
Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Eincolnshire). — The  water 
has  fined  down  to  its  normal  condition,  the  weather  has 
brightened  and  become  spring-like  and  genial,  and 
angling  has  again  become  not  only  successful  but  very 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  sport.  Naturally,  the  close  time 
being  so  near  at  hand,  visitors  to  the  waters  will  be 
making  the  best  of  the  few  and  remaining  days,  and,  if 
the  present  conditions  only  continue,  they  will  with 
some  regret  cease  operations.  Both  rivers  and  drains 
have  been  patronised  since  last  writing  by  a  goodly 
number,  chiefly  local  experts,  who  have  landed  some 
very  nice  fish.  The  best  fish  on  the  Welland  are  being 
got  towards  Stamford,  several  excellent  pike  being 
among  recent  captures.  The  Vernatts,  towards  Spalding, 
is  also  producing  good  pike  up  to  81b.  or  so;  whilst  the 
Forty-foot,  towards  Swineshead  and  about  Billing- 
borough,  has  been  yielding  good  baskets  of  pike.  Roach 
and  bream  I  hear  are  still  in  good  condition  for  catching, 
and  those  who  vary  their  proceedings  with  a  bit  of 
bottom  fishing  have  no  cause  to  regret  the  change. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts.)  . — I  hear  that  it  is  possible  the 
negotiations  for  the  renting  of  a  piece  of  the  Idle  near 
to  Bawtry  are  likely  to  succeed,  the  Sheffield  Associa¬ 
tion  having  at  a  recent  meeting  expressed  itself  anxious 
to  get  it.  The  only  difficulty  in  the  way  is  the  question 
of  eel  catching.  This  possibly  will  be  got  over.  The 
Sunday  fishing  of  the  Sheffield  Association  members, 
however,  is  likely  to  be  objected  to  by  residents,  and 
pressure  may  be  brought  in  another  direction  to  have 
this  stopped.  This  was  the  case,  I  believe,  some  years 
ago  in  an  adjoining  district. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— Last  Satur¬ 
day  the  writer  had  three  good  trout,  and  Mr.  Griffith 
four.  On  Monday  Rev.  W.  W.  Thomas,  three  in  the 
lake,  five  in  the  river  ;  on  Tuesday,  four  in  the  lake,  fib. 
each;  Mr.  Griffith,  five.  Mr.  Coles,  Bodorgan  Arms, 
had  a  good-conditioned  trout  Iflb  ,  and  the  writer  one  a 
little  over  a  pound.  The  fish  are  not  in  good  condition. 
Best  flies.  Mallard  and  Scarlet  and  Orange  Dun.  The 
lake  is  high,  though  water  splendid;  dull  mild  weather, 
with  hardly  any  breeze,  which  accounts  for  the  poor 
sport.  Plenty  of  fish  to  be  seen  rising. — W.  H. 

Lark. — This  charming  little  stream  is  now  all  right, 
and  no  better  place  can  be  found  for  good  roach  and 
dace,  although  the  latter  are  forward  with  their  spawn¬ 
ing.  Several  rare  good  baskets  of  fish,  perch  especially, 
have  within  the  last  week  been  taken  near  Isleham, 
G.E.R.  Two  of  them  weighed  31b.  each.  I  have  one  in 
my  collection,  411b.  from  same  place. — W.  Howlett. 

Lea  and  Stort . — On  the  5th  inst. , some  of  the  members 
of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society  had  fish 
as  follows :  Mr.  W.  Dew,  some  good  chub ;  Mr.  J.  Hadkiss, 
roach ;  Mr.  T.  Hadkiss,  perch ;  Mr.  Goodson,  perch  ; 
Messrs.  West  and  Alder,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  C.  Hadkiss, 
perch.  The  headquarters  of  this  club  is  at  the  Globe, 
not  at  the  Bell,  Edmonton,  as  wrongly  stated  in  a  lately 
published  visiting  list.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
Enterprise  A.  S.,  held  at  the  City  Arms,  High  Cross¬ 
lane,  have  had  fair  shows  of  fish  lately,  Mr.  Tuck,  the 
secretary,  having  had  some  good  specimens.  At  the 


Ferry  Boat  fishery,  Tottenham,  some  nice  takes  of 
roach  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Wilmott  and  others.  I 
was  pleased  to  meet,  after  his  serious  illness,  our 
champion  Lea  pike  fisherman,  Mr.  Haslewood,  who  was 
pursuing  his  favourite  pastime  the  other  day  with  his 
accustomed  vigour.  Thursday  evening — prospects  of 
weather  and  water  very  promising. — Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — The  improvement  shown  in  angling  at 
the  waters  of  the  local  society  has  been  well  maintained 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  catches  of  roach  have  been 
very  heavy,  better,  in  fact,  than  at  any  part  of  the 
season.  The  fish  have  been  obtained  chiefly  from  the 
canal  at  Aylestone,  and  some  of  the  best  takes  were, 
Mr.  H.  Prime,  three  days,  as  follows  :  161b.  of  roach 
(the  four  largest,  11b.  lOoz.,  11b.  S.Voz.,  11b.  4oz.,  and 
11b.  2oz.),  a  splendid  collection  of  fish  ;  on  Saturday, 
61b.  ;  and,  again,  the  same  angler,  on  Tuesday,  took 
121b.  of  the  same  class  of  fi-h.  Another  well-known 
angler,  Mr.  H.  Prime,  on  successive  days,  121b.  and 
111b.  respectively.  Mr.  Lowe  was  also  answerable 
for  151b.  of  roach  and  a  perch  going  lib.  lOoz.  Mr. 
Manship  took  a  basket  101b.  on  Tuesday,  all  good  fish  ; 
Mr.  Fearn,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Parsons  two  lots,  71b.  and 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Frisby  took  a  brace-and-a-half  of  dace  (largest 
lOoz.),  worm  fishing  ;  Mr.  Ryde  also  showed  a  fine  perch 
from  the  brook  at  Aylestone  (weight  lib.  lOoz.)  and  a 
good  dace,  lOoz.  Other  subscribers  had  nice  lots 
of  fish  of  41b.  to  51b.  in  weight,  making  altogether  a 
splendid  take  of  fish,  something  like  2owt.  of  roach 
being  taken  from  the  L.  A.S.  waters  dui'ing  the  past  fort¬ 
night.  At  the  free  waters  at  the  Abbey  Park  good  lots 
of  roach  and  chub  have  fallen  to  the  share  of  those 
who  tried  this  part  of  the  Soar.  The  fine  bright  weather 
has  induced  anglers,  who  can  get  away  from  the  town, 
to  muster  in  fair  numbers  at  the  fishing  resorts  down 
the  Wreake.  but,  although  some  fair  lots  of  fish  were 
captured,  baskets  did  not  reach  the  same  proportions  as 
at  the  waters  close  to  the  town.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  fishing  the  lakes  adjoining  private  residences,  in 
Leicestershire,  and  some  excellent  specimens  have  been 
shown  at  the  clubs.  Prospects  of  a  splendid  wind-up 
are  abundant.  Waters  getting  very  fine. 

JtVLgg  and.  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down,  and  they  are  clearing 
nicely.  There  is  a  slight  stain  on  them,  but  the.y  are 
in  order  for  fishing,  and  sport  should  be  good  with  either 
fly  or  bottom.  The  fine  weather  has  brought  a  good 
few  flies  on  the  water,  and  the  best  killers  should  be 
the  March  Brown,  February  Red,  Iron  Blue,  Red  Palmer, 
and  Blue  Dun.  But  few  rods  have  been  out  as  yet,  but 
there  is  a  prospect  of  good  sport  next  week.  The 
Pinsley  is  now  in  good  order  for  fishing  ;  little  done  in 
it  as  yet. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  still  high  and  sink  but  very  slowly  ;  they 
are  sufficiently  clear,  and  I  think  by  Monday  there  may 
be  chance  of  sport  if  the  present  fine  weather  holds. 
The  best  flies  should  be  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  and  Cow-dung  Fly.  A  few  stray  March  Browns 
have  been  seen.  Pinsley  is  in  good  order.  A  few  brace 
of  trout  have  been  taken  with  Blue  Dun  and  Bed  Palmer. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — Water  is  still  very  thick, 
but  roach  and  bream  have  been  biting  very  freeiy,  and 
good  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the  eddies ;  nothing 
done  with  pike  fishing. — W.  Shrubsole. 

Ouse. — Water  here  much  about  the  same  as  at  Ely, 
very  high,  but  a  good  colouj,  and  fish  feeding  a  little 
better.  There  ought  to  be  some  rare  good  takes  made 
here  before  the  season  closes. — W.  Howlett. 

Plymouth. — The  first  week  of  the  season  commenced 
well  ;  there  was  plenty  of  water  and  plenty  of  fish.  The 
rivers  being  so  full  have  enabled  the  back  fish  to  get 
out  to  sea.  A  gentleman  living  at  Stoke  had  three 
dozen  nice  trout  on  the  1st  on  the  Tavy,  and  I  have 
heard  of  a  few  peel  being  taken  in  the  Yealm.  If  the 
weather  should  settle  in  fine,  and  spring  is  really  com¬ 
menced,  we  shall  look  forward  to  a  very  good  season, 
because  we  have  had  such  a  liberal  quantity  of  rain  for 
so  long  that  all  the  springs  are  fairly  broken.  The  list 
of  edible  fish  for  the  month  of  March  include  mackerel, 
pouting,  conger,  smelt,  ray,  anchovy,  sprat,  dab, 
turbot,  brill,  trout,  salmon,  and  all  kinds  of  shell  fish. 
— William  Hearder. 

Scarborough — Sea  Fishing. — Pier  anglers  have  not 
had  much  sport  lately  with  either  cod  or  billet,  but  are 
making  good  catches  of  flat  fish.  Boat  anglers  (with  a 
supply  of  sand  worms  as  bait)  are  making  good  baskets 
of  plaice. — H.  S.  Harland. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  river  has  this  week 
been  in  good  condition  for  minnow  or  worm,  and  a  few 
anglers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  charming  weather 
we  have  experienced,  to  draw  first  blood  among  the 
trout.  Fly-fishing  has  not  yet  been  practicable,  but, 
as  soon  as  the  water  becomes  sufficiently  clear,  the  March 
Brown  or  February  Red  should  render  a  good  account. 
— PlSCATOR. 

Stour  (Bures).— The  water  has  fined  down  con¬ 
siderably,  and  is  in  good  order.  Pike  up  to  7Jlb.  has 
been  caught,  but  the  roach  have  not  been  feeding  so 
well  lately. — Goosequill. 

Sussex  Biivers. — There  is  but  a  slight  improvement 
to  be  noted  in  the  state  of  rivers,  although  brighter 
weather  has  been  experienced  for  some  few  days.  The 
heavy  volume  of  water  is  of  a  pea-soupy  consistence, 
and  it  is  only  by  fishing  in  back-waters  that  any  sport  can 
be  had.  Some  few  enthusiasts  have  tried  the  Arun  with 
but  indifferent  success,  and  suitors  to  the  Bother  have 
been  ill-rewarded.  A  perch  of  21b.  and  a  small  pike  is 
all  I  hear  of  from  that  quarter.  A  few  roach  have  been 
taken  near  Fletching.  On  the  Ouse  and  from  a  back¬ 
water  a  trout  of  2ilb.  in  poor  condition.  The  Aden  is 
running  too  fast  for  sport  in  the  tidal  portion,  and  in 


the  upper  reaches  but  little  has  been  done.  The  canal 
at  Chichester  is  in  good  trim,  but  a  shade  bright.  A 
small  pike,  and  a  few  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken 
from  the  Bordbam  reach. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  still  high.  Afew  dishes 
of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  week,  and  every¬ 
thing  speaks  of  a  much  better  season  as  weeks  pass  by, 
many  fish  about  and  more  water. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has  now 
gone  down,  and  is  running  clear  and  in  nice  order  for 
either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  There  is  a  slisrht  stain  in 
the  water,  but  that  is  quickly  disappearing.  The  weather 
has  been  fine,  and  the  sun  shining  bright  has  brought  a 
good  few  flies  out,  and  the  fish  have  risen  well  at  them. 
There  has  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  on  the  river,  and 
have  used  the  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun.  Iron  Blue, 
February  Red.  and  Pale  Blue.  Bottom-fishing  has  been 
good  with  the  worm.  On  Saturday,  in  the  water  nnder 
Whitcliffe  some  nice  trout  were  landed  with  the  worm, 
and  several  rough  fish.  On  Monday  a  good  lot  of  trout 
were  taken  with  the  fly.  Along  the  Folley  several  nice 
trout  were  taken.  All  the  trout  taken  were  not  in  first- 
class  condition,  the  fish  being  lean,  no  doubt  owing  to  the 
severe  frosts  and  the  snow-water,  but  the  prospect  for 
fishing  is  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  running  in  fair  order  for  angling.  In  the  Corve 
on  Monday  a  nice  dish  of  trout  were  landed  with  the 
worm.  Sport  in  the  others  quiet  as  yet. — S.  (Ludlow). 

Teme  (Teubury). — In  this  part  the  weather  has 
taken  up  fine  and  has  been  warm.  The  river  has  gone 
down  to  a  nice  level,  and  is  now  getting  into  good  order 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  angling.  As  yet  but  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  but  the  fish  have  risen  at  the  March 
Brown  and  Blue  Dun  well,  and  there  is  every  probability 
of  some  good  fishing  in  this  part.  Angling  should  be 
brisk  if  the  weather  keeps  fine.  The  Rea.  Kyte,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  fair  order  ;  no  fish  taken  in  them  as 
yet. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Alrewas). — The  last  week  or  two  is  nothing 
but  a  running  commentary  on  the  whole  of  the  winter 
season.  There  has  virtually  been  no  winter  fishing  of 
■ny  kind,  and,  looking  back  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
this  is  the  worst  on  record.  Fly-fishing  has  only  been 
good  on  four  or  five  days,  and  grayling  have  only  been 
caught  occasionally,  and  then  only  with  gentles  or  worm. 
Fishing  has  gone  from  bad  to  worse  for  four  years. 
Now,  as  matters  go,  things  must  cheer  up  and  mend, 
but  Birmingham  has  a  lot  of  fishing  clubs.  The  mem¬ 
bers  fish  for  prizes,  and  all  the  fish  they  catch  count, 
either  in  weight  or  numbers,  to  get  a  prize.  These 
people  call  themselves  fishermen.  I  have  seen  them  take 
all  they  catch,  even  perch,  IJoz.,  and  keep  them.  I  say 
the  sooner  the  Legislature  steps  in  and  stops  this  the 
better,  not  for  us,  but  for  future  generations. — J.  S.  C. 

Trent  (Newark). — Glorious  weather  anl  thi  near 
approach  of  the  close  season  has  produced  some  activity 
amongst  anglers  of  the  Newark  district,  and,  with  the 
Trent  in  better  order  than  during  the  past  four  months, 
a  capital  wind  up  to  the  coarse  fishing  season  may  be 
anticipated.  Worms  have  proved  the  successful  lure, 
and  roach,  dace,  chub,  bream,  and  jierch  have  been 
taken,  and  mixed  bags  are  general.  From  the  Devon  more 
especially,  some  excellent  roach  have  succumbed,  and 
shown  at  the  Piscatorial  club  room,  several  approaching 
lib.  each ;  Mr.  Jas.  Shepherd,  one  weighing  lib.  3ioz., 
and  Mr.  J.  Halliday  a  good  specimen  weighing  lib.  7j0z. 
Pike  fishing  is  still  followed  by  a  few  enthusiasts,  and 
from  the  private  water  near  Newark,  on  Thursday  last, 
was  taken  the  fish  of  the  season  for  this  locality,  Mr 
Hanks  securing  a  splendidly  proportioned  fish  weighing 
13Jlb.,  and  others  of  average  weights  have  been  gaffed. 
The  annual  invitation  from  the  National  Angling  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  competition  on  Loch  Leven  in  June,  has 
been  received  by  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Association, 
and  a  representative  from  the  latter  will  shortly  be 
appointed. — Trentsider. 

Torridg’e  (Torriu^ou). — River  in  capital  order 
for  fishing,  and  the  natural  flies  are  on  the  water  in 
swarms,  March  Browns,  &c.  Lots  of  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly ;  one  of  my  customers  brought 
me  a  dish  of  fifteen  trout.  Plenty  of  salmon  in  the 
river.  J.  D.  Bastard  hooked  one  with  the  trout-fly  on 
Monday,  and  had  rare  sport  with  it,  but  tbe  holt  gave 
way.  He  did  not  lose  the  fly.  Weather  mild  with  light 
showers.  Favourite  flies.  Rough  Reds,  Blue  Uprights, 
and  March  Browns. — Practical  Angler. 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — The  river  is  now  in  the  best  of 
trim  for  fly-fishing,  and  large  numbers  of  anglers  have 
been  observed  on  the  banka  during  the  past  week.  Every¬ 
body  seems  to  have  been  rewarded  in  the  shape  of 
having  sport.  Some  very  nice  baskets  of  trout,  of  81b. 
to  101b.  have  been  had,  and  large  numbers  are  to  be  seen 
rising  at  the  March  Brown  every  day.  Kelts  are  in 
shoals  in  the  river,  only  a  few  clean  fish  having  been 
noticed. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Next  week  will  be 
the  last  of  the  fishing  on  the  Witham  for  some  time,  the 
close  time  intervening.  There  are  sure  to  be  a  fair 
number  of  visitors  down  it  for  a  farewell  jaunt,  and  if 
the  weather  only  continues  as  at  present  they  will  not 
regret  their  venture.  The  water,  I  hear,  is  in  fine  con¬ 
dition  again  for  sport,  the  recent  flushes  having  done 
it  a  great  deal  of  good.  There  is  not  much  to  be  said  of 
the  sport  this  week  but  it  has,  1  hear,  some  pretty  good 
baskets  of  pike  on  the  lower  lengths.  Kirkstead,  Dog- 
dyke,  and  up  to  Southery  are  pretty  good  quarters. — 
Luci. 

Yare  (Norwich). — Some  remarkable  bream  fishing 
has  been  experienced  since  last  Saturday,  quite  up  to 
Norwich  from  the  junction  of  the  Wensum  and  the 
Yare,  as  many  as  ten  boats  being  out  at  one  time  on  one 
occasion.  This  week,  and  as  far  as  has  been  reported 
to  me,  most  of  those  anglers  have  succeeded  in  landing 


some  numbers  of  large  bream,  one  catch  of  four  stone 
M  u  another  in  which  two  men  filled  a 

frail  basket  in  about  three  hours,  and  many  others  not 
em^meraling;  hut,  suffice  it  to  say,  the  fish  ran 
about  four  to  the  stone,  whilst  many  ran  to  nearly  51b 
The  weather  has  been  spring-like,  the  sun  shining  hotly 
dMing  mid  day,  and  nice,  gentle  S.W.  winds  prevailing 
1  trust  sport  will  contine  good.— Robert  Moll. 


Scotch  Reports. 


.^tnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland).— On 

Friday  week  Mr.  Kennedy  was  out  on  Lochnever  and 
iMded  one  salmon  which  weighed  81b.  On  Saturday, 
Colonel  Blackett,  London,  fished  the  same  loch  and 
grassed  a  beautiful  salmon  of  121b.  ;  and  on  Monday  Mr 
Kennedy  caught  a  9-ponnder,  also  on  Lochnever. 
Water  now  in  good  condition,  weather  favourable  and 
angling  prospets  good.— Ardgat. 

is  no'w  a  poor  prospect  for  some  days 
of  anything  like  good  sport,  as  the  snow  is  coming  away 
.However,  after  the  present  week.  an<rlinff 
ought  to  be  looking  up.  Mr.  Fraser  and  Mr.  Matheson 
Beauly,  had  nice  baskets  of  trout  on  Saturday,  four  of 
them  from  31b.  to  (ilb.  each.  The  netters  on  the  Lovat 
had  fourteen  large  salmon  1  from 
121b.  to  201b.  The  total  catch  for  the  pastfour  days  was 
twenty-seven  fish.  The  river  is  very  high  in  the  mean- 
time. — ii. 

Birnam.— On  Friday,  March  3,  Mr.  Alfred  Chis- 
two  salmon  on  the  Hotel 
water,  211b.  and  91b.  On  the  Stenton  water,  Mr.  Chas 
McLaren,  of  Liverpool,  caught  one  salmon,  Ifilb 
Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.).  — On 
Monday  this  week  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  Invercharron 
a' • ,  ®  landed  a  salmon  weighing 

aiT’  Pool-  This  was  the  first  salmon  taken  on 

the  Carron  this  season  so  far  as  know.  On  Wednesday 
the  same  an^er  grassed  a  clean-run  salmon  of  Tflb.  on 
W®a,ther  pleasant  and  water  in  good  order 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire)  -What  is  termed  a  dirty 
fresh  preyaued  up  till  Saturday  last,  when  a  more 
vigorous  thaw  set  in,  and  the  river  rose  to  a  moderate 
nooa.  ihe  water  has  cleared,  and  every  day  now  sport 
IS  more  and  more  reviving.  With  the  fine  drawino- 
wind  a  fresh  head  of  fish  made  for  the  river  on  Saturday 
and  aunday.  On  the  former  day  a  beauty  of  2glb.  was 
got  by  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  being  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  season. 
On  the  far  inland  reaches  sport  has  been  almost  at  a 
standstill  on  account  of  the  storm,  and  accordino-ly  the 
reports  from  the  Braemar  and  Balmoral  wate^rs  are 
meagre.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  lower  stretches 
near  the  month,  where  most  of  the  pools  have  been  thrown 
out  of  order  by  the  spate.  On  the  Invercald  Ballater 
waters  Mr  Hardy  landed  one  of  7|lb  and  one  of  81b.,  while 
Captain  Montague  had  a  fine  fish  of  141b.,  Mr.  Ferguson 
two  of  7ilb.  and  81b.,  two  of  8ilb 
and  12Jlb  on  Friday,  and  three,  of  fijlb.,  Silb.,  and  Silb! 

Holland,  four  of  71b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and 
one  91b.  on  the  3rd,  and  three, 
of  fiilh,  71b.,  and  7^1b.  on  Saturday,  the  4th.  On  the 
Cambus  o  May  water  Lord  d’Arcy  Osborne,  in  addi- 
5^1?“®^  sport,  had  three  on  Saturday,  of  81b.,  81b 
and  101b.,  and  James  Harper  two,  of  SJlb.  and  fiilb! 
On  the  Forest  of  Glen-Tana  waters  sport  has  not  been 
over  bright  lately.  On  Saturday,  when  a  good  few  fish 
were  landed,  Mr.  Courage  had  a  beauty  of  241b  —the 
second  of  this  weight  got  on  the  Dee  this  season.  On 
the  same  waters  the  Rev.  Cecil  W.  Nash  had  a  most 
exciting  run  for  over  half  a  mile  with  a  beauty  of  91b 
teul  hooked  below  the  dorsal,  and  which  took  him  over 
halt  a  mile  of  water  before  being  brought  to  the  gaff 
Un  the  Aboyne  waters  fairly  good  sport  has  been  got 
On  the  Huntly  Arms  water  Mr.  King,  during  the  past 
few  days  had  one  of  91b.,  two,  of  Sib.  and  S^Gb.,  and  two, 
ojlb.  and  121b.  ;  while  Mr.  Hare  had  two,  of  71b.  and  81b. 
and  one  7Gb.  ;  Captain  Lindsay  got  two,  of 
bolb.  and  7Gb.,  and  one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Board 
rae  ot  7Gb  ;  Captain  Boss  two.  of  81b.  and  101b.  •  Mr 
Dngdale  one  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  Williams  one  of  7.‘-lb.’  On 
?“®  J^w®r-D®ss  water  Captain  Davidson  landed  two  fish 
in  the  teeth  of  last  week’s  storm,  scaling  71b.  and  81b 
®®,  ^®  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  8.Ub.  ;  three  of 

7Jb.,  141b.,  and  17Gb.,  and  one  of  7Gb.  On  the  Kincar- 
aine  Lodge  waters  Mr.  Lamond  grassed  one  of  81b.  and 
one  of  8Gb. ;  while  Nicholl,  keeper,  had  two,  15Gb.’ and 
Gb.,  and  two  7Gb.;  and  Shepherd  one  of  7lb.  On  the 
Commonty  sections  Sir  Herbert  Lewis 
o?iv  P>®rcy  Wormold  landed  three,  of  71b.,  71b.  and 
8Gb  four  scaling  9Gb.,  12Gb.,  SGb.,  and  7Gb.,  two 
of  81b.  and  9Gb.,  and  one  of  7Gb.  On  the  Ballogie 
water  Coutts  landed  one  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  George  Black- 
mws  a  beauty  of  9Gb.,  on  the  Woodend  water.  On  the 
^iTOton  water  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  (two  rods)  landed 
thirteen  fish  on  Monday  last,  scaling  from  71b.  to  141b 
and  several  fish  every  day  since.  On  the  Blackhaii 
CasUe  water  lately,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  party  landed  six, 
scaling  from  81b.  to  171b.,  five,  from  71b.  to  101b.,  three 
from  (lb.  to  81b.,  two,  71b.  and  81b.,  four,  81b.  to  171b.’ 

®^^->®b.,and91b.,one  of  81b.,  and  two,  of  91b’ 

Md  81b.— only  one  day  blank.  On  the  Inchmarlo  and 
^neskie  sections  Mr.  Barbour  had  one  of  81b.  and  one  of 
.Ic'^ery  Mr.  Norman  Le.slie  had  one  of  81b. 

Ihe  fly  still  holds  sway  as  the  killing  lure,  although 
Btontom  minnow,  gudgeon,  and  dace  have  all  been 
exwnsively  requisitioned  in  some  quarters.— Deesider. 

Uhveron  (Baufifsliire). — The  recent  heavy  fail  of 
snow,  which  is  now  fast  disappearing  from  the  upper 
mstrict  of  the  river,  has  put  the  Deveron  in  heavy  spate. 
nf  %  thiek  and  dirty,  and  a  large  number 

or  dead  salmon,  many  of  heavy  weight,  are  taken  out  of 


the  river  daily  and  buried.  The  sea  at  the  entranee  to 
the  river  is  discoloured  for  miles  round,  and  conse¬ 
quently  few  fish  are  running.  The  frost,  however,  has 
not  been  so  severe  of  late,  and  fresh  weather  is  now 
setting  in.  On  the  lower  pools  of  the  river  the  net 
fishermen  had  very  few  fish  during  the  last  week.  They 
tried  the  nets  daily,  and,  with  the  exception  of  half-a- 
dozen  to  a  score  of  trout,  scarcely  a  fish  was  caught, 
several  of  the  salmon  landed  were  well  covered  with 
fungoid,  which  is  on  the  increase  in  the  meantime.  On 
iu®  wind  and  sea  have  been  rather  against 

the  fishing,  and  at  all  the  stations  the  catch  for  the 
week  was  no  better  than  that  of  the  previous  week 
from  both  river  and  sea  the  total  number  of  fish  got 
was  a  little  over  6cwt.,  which  were  all  consigned  to  the 
Loudon  and  other  markets.  Owing  to  the  flooded  state 
®*  \“®/,17®''  angling  is  stopped  meanwhile.  On  the 
coast  of  Gardenstown  like  experience  was  met  with,  and 
there  was  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  catch  from  the  stake 
“®“V  understand  that,  owing  to  the  limited  supply 
ot  fash,  prices  advanced  a  little.— H  W 
u  (Caithness).  -The  Westfield  rod  had  three 

fash  of  71b.,  8Gb.,  and  91b.  on  the  fith  inst.  Lots  of  fish 
trying  the  fall.— Nicol  McNicol. 

Halladale  (Sutherlandshire).- On  Feb.  22  the 
horsiiird  Hotel  rod  had  one  fish  of  91b.  off  No.  5  beat  • 

on  March  6  the  Sandside  rod  had  three  fish  of  91b.  91b.’ 

and  off  Forsil  pool.  No.  5  beat,  also  two  sea-trout ; 
and  on  the  7th  inst.  two  salmon  of  7Jlb.  and  lOHb.  off 
Havick,  No.  d  beat. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  —  I  am  sorry  to  have 
again  to  report  another  week  of  very  indifferent  sport 
so  poor  indeed  that  it  has  not  fallen  to  my  lot  for  a  good 
many  years  at  a  like  date  to  have  to  chronicle.  Doubt¬ 
less  the  renewal  of  snowstorms  this  month,  after  the 
prolonged  spells  of  frost  and  snow  on  the  previous 
months,  has  a  share  in  causing  this  state  of  matters, 
but  1  am  afraid  it  is  now  becoming  too  plain,  that,  be 
the  reasons  what  they  may,  we  are  not  going  to  have  a 
8ucc®ssful  angling  season,  unless  indeed  matters  should 
suddenly  change  for  the  better,  which  to  a  certainty  they 
are  bound  to  do  later  on.  That  which  makes  the  matter 
worse  IS,  that  the  Helmsdale  is  almost  pure  and  simple 
a  spring  salmon  riyer,  the  summer  and  autumn  sport 
being  seldom  first-rate.  The  circumstances  of  a  poor 
season  occasionally  arehoweyer  not  without  precedent 
as  1  can  remember  seyeral  such  year.s  ago,  of  the  cause 
ot  which  no  one  knew  anything.  The  record  of  the 
the  week  IS  as  follows:  Tuesday,  the  28th.  was  ex¬ 
tremely  stormy,  and  all  the  anglers  were  blank.  On 
Wednesday,  March  1,  Mr.  W.  Badcliffe,  on  No.  6  Kil- 
donan,  landed  a  salmon  of  91b. ;  Mr.  Pilkington,  on  No.  4. 
got  one  of  181b.  (by  the  way,  this  was  the  first  salmon 
got  on  this  beat  this  season) ;  Capt.  Dick,  on  No.  2,  had 
one  of  71b.  j  an(i  the  Rev.  G.  McMillan  a  salmon  of  91b 
Thursday  Mr.  W.  Badcliffe,  on  No.  5, 
landed  two  salmon,  71b.  and  191b.  The  Tarrish  rod  o-ot 
®u  Hildonaii  of  91b. ;  Mr.  Hicks’  rod,  on  No.  4,  lot 
oneiff  91b. ;  Mr.  Hardcastle,  on  No.  2,  had  one  of  171b.  • 
Md  Capt.  Dick,  on  No.  1,  one  of  7Gb.  On  Friday  Cap't.’ 
Lick,  on  No.  6  Kildonan,  landed  a  salmon  of  81b  •  Mr 
Badcliffe,  on  No.  4,  got  one  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  Pilkington,  oii 
No.  -.  one  of  91b.  ;  Mr.  Hardcastle,  on  No.  1,  one  of  91b. 
On  oaturday ,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  only  one  salmon  was 
caught,  by  Mr.  Banner,  on  No  3,  of  9Gb.  On  Monday 
thr®e  salmon  were  got  on  the  upper  beats,  while  on 
Ao.  1,  Mr.  Hicks’  rod  landed  two  of  91b.  each.  Tues¬ 
day  was  yery  windy.  No  news  haye  come  in.  Salmon 
were  seen  yesterday  and  to- lay  going  up  stream  from 
the  sea. — S.  C. 

Isla.— Th®  first  competition  of  the  Dundee  East  End 
Club  was  held  on  Saturday,  on  the  Isla,  Eden,  and 
neighbouring  streams.  There  was  a  large  turn  out,  but 
owin^g  to  the  rain  of  the  preyious  night,  and  the  melting 
ot  the  snow,  the  streams  were  yery  high,  and  the  con¬ 
sequence  was  that  the  takes  were  miserable. — Iasgair. 

^Hlin  Hotel  (IiOcK  Tay). — On  the  Reserve  water, 
Mr.  Archer,  on  March!,  one  salmon,  281b.  ;  Dr.  Weeks 
two,  221b.  181b. ;  on  the  6th,  one,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Wade,’ 
March  7,  four  fine  salmon,  251b.,  201b.,  181b.,  18lb.,  had 
two  on  at  the  same  time,  and  landed  them  both  when  the 
loch  was  very  stormy  ;  on  the  8th,  one  of  191b.  ■  Dr. 
Weeks,  one  181b.  On  the  Hotel  water,  March  2’  Mr 
Swan  on®  201b. ;  Col.  Fagan,  181b.  ;  3rd,  Col.  Figan', 
two,  171b.,  201b.  ;  4th,  Mr.Hoole,one  191b.  ;  Mr.  Tinslel 
Williams,  one  161b.  ;  6th,  three,  161b.,  161b.,  121b.  ■  Mr 
Maisey,  one  191b.  Up  to  the  present  time,  122  salmon 
have  been  caught  at  the  Killin  Hotel,  all  fine  salmon 
One  of  431b.  was  caught  by  the  boatmen,  which  had  got 
into  trouble  through  the  high  water,  on  a  small  island  • 
a  splendid  salmon  and  fresh  run. — H.  J.  Maisbt 
LocKleven  (Kinross).— Angling  at  present ‘is  out 
ot  the  question,  but  a  continuance  of  the  favourable 
weather  we  are  enjoying  at  present  will  probably  tempt 
the  angler  to  these  waters  at  an  early  date.— Robt  B 
Lainq. 

Iioch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.)— On  Feb.  2,  Mr. 

Cuthbert  Spencer,  on  the  hotel  water,  caught  two  sal¬ 
mon, 341b.  and  211b.  ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one  salmon,  161b.- 
Mr.  Aitkin,  Litterellen,  one  salmon,  171b.  3rd,  Mr.’ 
Philip  Geen,  two  salmon,  241b.  and  201b.  ;  Mr.  Cuthbert 
Spencer,  one  salmon,  201b.  :  Mr.  Aitkin,  Litterellen  two 
salmon,  211b.  and  201b.  4th,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one  sal¬ 
mon,  231b.  ;  Mr.  Cuthbert  Spencer,  one  salmon,  161b. 
Loch  in  good  ply. — Knight. 

Naver  (Bettyhill  Hotel, via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Last 
week  the  weather  was  unfavourable,  and  the  river  rather 
flooded  for  successful  angling.  On  the  25th  ult.  Mr. 
Delasalle  fished  No.  3  beat  and  caught  two  salmon 
weighing  81b.  and  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Maccance,  on  No  4 
one  salmon  of  81b.  On  Monday,  Colonel  Martin,  on 
No.  6,  one  salmon  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Delasalle,  on  private 
waters,  one  of  91b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Maccance  grassed 


a  71b.  fiah  on  No.  6  beat.  On  Wednesday,  General 
Hills  on  No.  3  beat,  one  salmon  61b.  ;  Mr.  Delasalle,  on 
JNo.  6,  one  salmon  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Maccance,  on  private 
water  two  salmon  weighing  81b.  each.  On  Thursday, 
Mr.  Maccance,  on  No.  2  beat,  two  salmon  of  71b.  and 
91b.  respectively ;  and  General  Hills,  on  No.  4,  one 
salmon  71b.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Delasalle,  on  No.  2  beat 
one  salmon  91b.  ;  Mr.  Maccance,  on  No.  3,  one  of  71b  ■’ 
and  General  Hills,_on  No.  5,  one  of  61b.— McB. 

Oykel  (via  Iiairg',  N.B.). — Last  week  the  river  was 
irozen  most  of  the  time,  so  that  angling  could  only  be  in¬ 
dulged  m  occasionally,  but  with  favourable  conditioms 
good  sport  may  be  anticipated.  Taking  everything  into 
consideration,  the  sport  has  been  good  as  far  as  the 
season  has  gone.  Since  last  reported,  Mr.  Hugh  McLeod 
Lai^well  Lodge,  on  22nd  ult.,  one  salmon,  weighing  81b.  ’ 
on  Bock  Pool,  and  on  Friday  last  another  8-pounder  oil 
Langwell  Pool.  On  Friday  week,  Mr.  John  MacKay 
Oykil  Bridge  Hotel,  caught  a  nice  salmon  on  Langwell 
Pool.-;-McB. 

(Tuvei'an,  N.B  ).  —  Last  week  the  lessee  of 
the  Shin  angling  was  out  on  the  lower  beats  from  Suther¬ 
land  Anns  Hotel  on  three  consecutive  days.  On  Monday 
he  land®d  a  salmon  weighing  81b.,  and  on  Tuesday  one  of 
Blackstone  Pool.  Wednesday  was  blank 

— McB. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  melted  snow  has  not  yet 
cleared  out  of  our  district  rivers,  and  while  I  send  ofl 
my  notes  several  of  the  waters  are  muddy,  and  not  in 
fly  order.  The  Annan  :  This  river  was  in  fairly  good 
order  on  Tuesday,  and  several  spring  salmon  were  "killed. 
In  the  lower  reaches  the  most  successful  angler  was  a 
visitor,  viz.,  Mr.  William  Wallas,  gunmaker,  Wigton 
Cumberland,  who  killed  two  spring  fish  out  of  the 
Spittal  Pool  above  Annan  Bridge  with  Grey  Turkey 

fly.  One  weighed  l7Gb.  and  the  other  nearly  61b.  Both 

came  at  the  same  fly.  Fishing  in  the  Blackpool  Mr. 
James  Thomson,  fisherman  for  Mr.  Arthur  Nicholson 
St.  Asaph,  North  Wales,  killed  a  very  pretty  clean  run 
salinon  of  101b.  fully.  This  fish  I  hear  rose  to  a  Grey 
iurkey  fly,  and  took  a  good  while  to  land.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Mr.  Andrew  Bell,  Brydekirk,  fisherman  for  Mr. 
P.  A.  Pasley-Dirom,  of  Mount  Annan,  killed  a  hand¬ 
some  fish  of  211b.  out  of  the  Burnfoot.  This  salmon 
which  was  fresh  from  the  sea,  tooka  “  Jock  Scott.”  This 
fly  IS  not  a  favourite  on  the  Annan,  but  last  back  end  the 
tty  was  r®3ponsibl®  for  a  few  fish.  On  the  3rd  inst.  Mr. 
Bell  killed  a  good  one  of  181b.  in  the  Mount  Annan 
Nith  :  This  river  has  been  in  much  better 
order  than  the  Annan,  but  almost  nothing  has  been 
u  “®‘i  -11  j^^®  1°"’®"^  reaches  not  a  spring  salmon  has 
been  killed  since  the  season  opened. — The  Galloway 
Rivers  :  The  Dee,  Fleet,  Urr,  and  other  Galloway 
rivers  have  yielded  no  sport  up  to  the  date  of  writing. 
In  the  lower  waters  a  few  salmon  have  been  noticed 
leaping  in  the  pools,  and,  so  far  as  could  be  judged 
they  appeared  to  be  new  run  from  the  Solway.  Snow  is 
not  entirely  cleared  away  yet,  and  local  anglers  do 
not  expect  any  sport  in  the  river  until  the  weather 
moderates. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— As  the  effects  of  the  recent 
blizzard  a,re  still  apparent  in  the  water,  angling  has 
been  for  the  time  almost,  if  not  altogether,  abandoned 
tor  all  the  sport  that  has  been  got.  So  much  melted 
snow  has  been  coming  down  and  bringing  the  tempera¬ 
ture  ot  the  water  down  to  so  low  a  level  that  sport  for 
most  part  of  the  last  ten  days  has  been  out  of  the  ques- 
tion.  On  the  morning  of  this  day  week,  however  a 
thorough  freshet  set  in  accompanied  by  a  southerly 
wind,  with  the  result  that  in  forty-eight  hours  the 
snow  had  entirely  disappeared  from  the  low  lying 
grounds  bordering  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river 
and  by  Wednesday  it  had  almost  entirely  disappeared 
trom  the  hills.  Further  up  it  is  also  clearing  off  quickly. 

It  IS  these  sudden  climatic  changes  which  tell  so  much 
against  sport  in  the  Spey  at  this  season  owing  to  its 
I®iS®  1-^°"’  temperature.  However,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
ofaat  the  lion  days  have  given  place  to  the  proverbial 
Iamb-Ilk®  weather.  At  all  events  while  I  write  we  have 
March  dust,”  with  a  temperature  over  .50  degrees  Fah. 
compared  with  29  degrees  last  week  and  snow  on  the 
ground,  such  are  the  vagaries  of  our  climate.  The  river 
rose  rapidly  on  Sunday,  but  by  Monday  had  gone 
back  a  foot.  It  is  just  possible  that  a  few  head  of 
fash  may  have  thus  got  past  the  Duke’s  miles  of  netting 
into  angling  waters  ;  but,  if  they  had  not  entered  the 
river,  even  before  the  nets  were  removed  on  Saturday 
it  IS  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  have  got  beyond 
the  course  of  the  nets  before  Monday  saw  the  nets  on 
again.  The  semi-flood  will  have  done  good  if  it  has  done 
nothing  but  clear  out  a  number  of  the  kelts  which  have 
been  too  much  en  evidence  this  season  for  sportsmen’s 
tastes.  The  opening  days  of  this  week  showed  a  decided 
improvement ;  but  on  many  parts  of  the  river  it  was 
scarcely  possible  to  cast  a  line  owing  to  high  westerly 
winds.  On  Thursday,  on  the  Aikenway  "water  be- 
hlr.  Stewart-Menzies,  of  Culdares,  Mr 
John  Shiach,  gamekeeper,  killed  a  salmon  of  ’lOlb. 
and  Major  Grant,  of  Glengrant,  a  yellow  trout  of  21b’ 
weight.  On  the  Easter  Elchies  portion  of  Lord  Elgin’s 
water,  Mr  McKinnon,  gamekeeper,  killed  on  Monday  a 
salmon  of  bib.,  and  on  Tuesday  another,  a  beauty 
scaling  Ifalb.  On  the  coast  very  poor  fishing  has  ao-ain 
to  be  recorded ;  in  fact,  it  cannot  be  remunerative  lust 

*^®  1®®^  ^®®'^  so  rough 

that  all  the  nets  were  either  washed  away  or  destroyed. 
Some  of  the  heaviest  salmon  scaled  from  181b.  to  201b. 

The  prospects  meantime  for  the  Spey,  which  is  lagging 
sa^y  behind,  are  anything  but  encouraging. — J.  M. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  river  has  been  very  unsettled 
owing  to  the  melting  snow,  and  on  very  few  days  has’ 
th®  riv®r  been  in  good  angling  ply.  With  the  mild 
weather  we  are  having  the  snow  will  soon  disappear 


On  the  Birnham  Hotel  water  Mr.  A  Chisholm.  Liver- 
ijooi,  killed  two  fish  on  Friday,  211b.  ana  .fib.,  Mr. 
McLaren,  one.  161b.  Miss  Sybil  Drummond  killed  one 
on  tlie  Stanley  water,  on  Friday,  and  on  Wednestoy 
Lord  Lavin^on  killed  one  of  201b.-^MMEL  :  On  the 
Paskully  water  Lady  Georeina  Home  Drummond  killed 
one  of  18Hb.  on  Monday.— Eakn  ;  On  the  upper  reaches 
Mr.  H.  killed  a  fish  of  251b.,  and  Mr.  Jack  one 

of  isVlb. 

Tay  (Perth).— Mr.  Sevan,  one  of  201b. ;  Colonel 
Taeran.  two,  of  18lb.  and  211b. ;  Linsley  M  illiams,  one  of 
L71b  Mr.  Archer,  two,  of  181b.  and  211b. :  Mr.  Hoole, 
four!  of  201b..  201b.,  171b.,  and  191b.:  Mr.  Matthew 
Brechin,  three,  of  191b.,  201b..  and  201b.  :  Mr.  Cuthbert 
J^pencer,  a  very  fine  fish  of  3ilb.,  and  others  of  iblb., 
'.JOlb  and  211b.  ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen.  five  fish,  of  lOlb  ,24'lb., 
201b  241b  and  231b. :  Mr.  Aitken,  Letterallan,  three,  of 
171b,,  171b.,  and  211b.  ;  and  Mr.  Knight.  The  river  Tay 
is  now  in  condition,  and  sport  is  much  improved. 


Irish  Reports. 


Ballinderry.— This  stream  is  now  in  excellent  form 
for  fronting  after  toning  down  from  the  floods  of  last 
week.  Fishing  the  Tullywiggan  reaches  last  Friday 
Mr.  Thomas  Anderson  killed  eight  nice  S.  fario,  and 
same  day  Mr.  George  Eeed  had  a  light  basket.  On  the 
Ardtrea'sections  last  Saturday,  William  McCord  killed  a 
brace  and  the  following  Monday  had  another  fine  brown 
trout.  On  Monday,  Mr.  C.  R.  Stevenson  had  three  brown 
trout  on  the  Tulliwiggan  sections.  The  Devon  bait  is 
killing  well  just  now,  and  the  inevitable  March  Brown 
■  4  accounting  for  a  fair  share. — J .  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Sport  has  not  been  up  to  the 
.standard  this  season  so  far.  On  the  upper  Black  Castle 
waters  it  has  been  meagre  in  the  extreme.  The  river 
has  been  very  unsettled  for  some  time,  so  perhaps  when 
,4he  settles  better  sport  may  be  got.  Mr.  Fitzherbert 
has  had  a  few,  also  Mr.  Cunliffe,  “who  fishes  the 
.south  side.’’  On  the  lower  water,  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Laing  and  Mr.  Skreen,  who  are  staying  at  the  Russel 
Arms  Hotel,  Kavan,  have,  since  the  opening,  landed  fish 
of  ^he  following  weights:  2t41b.,  221h..  20ilb.,  IS.Vlb., 
•.841b.',  12ilb.,  13.ilb.,  lO.jlb.,  91b.  and  91b.  On  Monday 
Mrs.  Laing  booked,  played,  and  landed  a  beautiful  fish 
of  33Hb..  which  gave  the  lady  great  sport.  Below.  Col. 
Rock  has  had  some  fish,  and  some  have  been  got 
on  Mr.  Jamieson’s  water.  Weather  more  settled.— Blue 
Hackle. 

Bundrowes.— Last  Friday.  T.  Feely.fishingthe  upper 
waters  landed  a  good  fish  of  131b.  and  lost  another,  and 
on  Saturday.  E.  Gilroy,  fishing  the  lower  waters,  killed 
a  nice  fish  of  941b.  There  is  a  good  run  of  spring  fish, 
but  fine  weather  is  badly  wanted,  and  good  sport  need 
not  be  expected  until  we  get  it,  and  the  water  falls 
several  inches.  Trout  fishing  on  the  public  portion  of 
tii6  river  Krne  opened  on  tke  1st  inst.,  and  since  tlien 
several  good  ones  have  been  taken.— M.  Eooan  and 
Sons. 

Clady  (CO.  Antrim) .— This  prime  stream  is  in 
beautiful  form  for  angling  and  well-stocked  with  very 
o-ame  brown  trout.  Since  the  season  opened  it  has  been 
largely  patronised  by  the  Belfast  Angling  Association; 
the”  more  successful  of  whom  are  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy, 
Colonel  Brereton,  Dr.  Burnett,  Mr.  C.  Kennet,  Mr.  J. 
Orr,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Heaney.  The  killing  flies  are  Claret, 
March  Brown,  Cow-dung,  and  Hare’s  Ear. 

Longfli  Currane  CWaterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

The  weather  has  improved,  but  sport  still  continues 
poor  Since  last  report,  Michael  Brennan  has  had  three 
.Ulmon,  1241b.,  ll.ilb.,  and  1041b.  ;  William  Crowlev, 
three,  1141b.,  111b.,  and  lO.Vlb. ;  Ned  Dennehy,  one, 

11  .Tb.  ;  Patrick  Murphy,  one,  741b.  ;  Pat  Brennan  -fish- 
in"  for  Colonel  Rogers — one,  74lb. ;  and  Daniel  Leary, 
one,  111b.— Thos.  J.  Dennehy. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Rivers  and  lakes  are 
filling  fast,  thanks  to  the  fine  dry  mild  weather  we  have 
had  for  the  past  few  days,  and  there  is  every  appearance 
of  a  continuance  of  fine  weather.  I  hardly  ever  remem¬ 
ber  the  river  so  high  so  far  in  the  season  as  this.  Only 
or  a  couple  of  days  since  the  opening  day  was  the  river 
in  a  fit  state  to  fish  for  salmon,  and  then  there  was  a 
beavy  frost  oil.  Only  a  fsw  kelts  could  bo  ^ot  bold  of. 
By  the  end  of  this  week  the  water  will  be  in  grand  ply. 
There  was  a  good  run  of  spring  fish  to  the  weirs  last 
week  :ind  this  week  up  to  date  :  some  grand  big  fish,  so 
fresh,  with  lice  on.  On  Saturday  last  four  nice  trout 
were  got  in  the  Lough,  trolling,  weighing  31b..  341b., 
Jib..  141b.  They  were  in  fair  good  condition.— Frank 
H.-.auns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  — 

Sport  very  bad  this  week.  Water  steadil.v  running 
down.  Preserves  should  be  fishable  by  iriday  or 
Saturday  next.  English  anglers  beginning  to  arrive. 
Major  Treherne  arrived  on  Feb.  2.5,  and  Mr.  J. 
Stiuley  Mott  on  7th  inst.  From  this  week  forward 
there  will  be  a  constant  stream  of  English  sportsmen 
visiting  us  for  the  salmon  fishing,  to  say  nothing  of  all 
that  will  come  over  for  the  green  drake  ’fishing  on  the 
lake  in  May  and  June.  Even  already  severdTlftke  fishers 
have  written  to  secure  rooms  and  boats  for  the  May 
campaign.  Frank  Johnson,  before  breakfast  yesterday, 
killed  a  salmon  of  141b.  above  the  bridge,  and  W.  Barry 
iCurragh)  got  a  12-pounder  down  below  Cnssano. — 
S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  w.ater  is  now  very 
high  in  this  district.  There  appears  to  be  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  spring  fish  in  the  river,  but  the  water  being  so 
high  sport  has  not  been  as  good  as  it  should  be.  On 
Newgarden  Mr.  J.  V.  Phelps  got,  25th,  three  salmon. 


841b  2041b.,  and  3Glb. :  and  on  28th,  one  salmon,  351b 
The  weather  was  fine  during  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
week  but  yet  the  water  is  only  very  slowly  reducing. 
On  Doonass  Mr.  H.  Hodges  got,  4th,  two  salmon,  1.141b. 
and  2241b  ;  6th,  one  salmon,  111b.  :  7th,  one  salmon,  -01b. 
Mr.  Wl  C.  Jones’ men.  on  Hermitage,  3rfl,  one  salmon, 
Idlib.  :  4th,  one  salmon,  lO^lb.  Mr.  G.  "Vt .  Greenhill.  on 
Summerhill  and  De  Burgho.  2nd,  one  salmon,  311b.  ;  8th, 
one  salmon,  231b.  Mr.  W.  Sullivan,  on  same  water.  4th, 
one  salmon,  331b. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel). —Heavy 
snow  at  the  end  of  last  month,  and  consequent  slackness 
of  sport.  On  the  Ballycarron  waters  Col  Charles 
Butler  got  one  of  8lb.  on  Feb.  20th,  one  of  l”lb.  on  the 
‘>3rd  one  of  111b.  on  the  25th,  and  one  of  241b.  on  the 
the  27th.  At  Ardmagh  Bridge  Martin  Morrissey,  of 
Longfield,  got  one  of  161b.  on  Friday,  21th:  and 
Michael  Dwyer,  one  of  281b.  on  Saturday,  -oth. 
Mr.  McCulloch  got  one  of  101b.  at  Hymenstown 
on  the  25th.  also  some  good  trout.  Mr.  R.  E. 
Smith  got  one  on  Monday  at  Cahir  Mills  yeir. 
Lord  Ashtown  killed  a  fine  fish  of  21Hb.  at  Glenaheiry 
on  the  28th  ult.  Report  from  Ardfinan  states  that  Mr. 
Jas  B  Deacon  and  friends’  total  take  for  February  was 
thirteen  salmon,  from  71b.  to  301b.  weight  water  and 
weather  throughout  most  unfishable.  Heavy  ttrad 
coming  down  just  at  present.  At  Springmount,  Mr.  . 
D’Alton,  on  the  25th,  a  salmon  of  29jlb.  On  Knock- 
lofty  water  nine  salmon  were  taken  during  Februap-, 
viz.  :  Hon.  G.  VV.  Hely-Hutchinson.  two,  131b.  and  101b. ; 
Gen.  McMahon,  two,  1041b.  and  1441b. :  and  Jerry 
Goaron,  five,  211b.,  201b.,  191b..  101b  lOlb.  Since 
writing  the  above,  the  river  was  unfishable  from  floods 
and  snow-broth  until  Monday,  the  6th  inst.,  on  which  day 
Lord  Ashtown  killed  two  more  salmon  on  the  Glenaheiry 
waters  2141b.  and  181b.,  and  Mr.  Conran  landed  a 
splendid  salmon,  261b.,  on  the  Hymenstown  waters, 
same  day. 

•Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— Angling  on  the 
Westmeath  Lakes  commenced  on  March  1,  but  owing 
to  the  stormy  and  inclement  weather,  no  boats  ven¬ 
tured  out  on  the  opening  day.  Since  then  the  sport 
has  been  rather  indifferent,  every  day  being  either  wet 
or  so  dull  that  there  was  little  or  no  stir  on  fish,  the 
best  take  being  that  of  Mr.  M.  Joyce-two  trout  31b. 
each.  The  river  fishing  is  also  poor,  as  the  water  is 
much  above  its  normal  spring  level.  At  the  Knock 
Drui  Petty  Sessions,  on  Monday,  the  6th  inst.,  three 
young  men  were  prosecuted  by  the  Westmeath  La,kes 
Fish  Preservation  Society  for  angling  with  rod  and  line 
ill  a  tributary  of  Lake  Deravaragh  during  the  close 
season.  They  were  convicted,  and  fined  15s.  each,  or 
seven  days  in  jail. — T.  J.  W. 


MALVERN  ASSOCIATION  OF  ANGLERS’  ANNUAL 

I  Dinner. 

*  Last  week  the  members  of  this  association,  which 
i  was  started  five  years  ago,  had  their  annual  dinner  at 
headquarters  —  George’s  Restaurant.  The  company 
was  a  numerous  one.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ottley  was  in 
the  chair,  and  faced  in  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  F.  Miller. 

The  Chairman  gave  the  toast  of  the  evening, 

“  Success  to  the  Malvern  Association  of  Anglers, 
remarking  that  the  over-taxed  brain  found  relief  in  the 
quiet  of  the  country  by  the  river  side.  Angling  had 
taken  a  wonderful  hold  in  the  country,  and  in  Malvern 
had  flourished  exceedingly  since  the  starting  of  that 
club,  the  number  of  members  now  being  seventy.  Jme 
competitions  had  proved  attractive  and  successful.  He 
gave  several  interesting  quaint  quotations  from  the  tir.st 

work  ever  published  on  angling. 

Mr.  Louis  Higgs  responded,  and  read  the  fifth  annual 
report,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  most  suoceMful 
anglers  for  trout  and  grayling  were  Messrs.  Fear,  Hail¬ 
stone,  Smith,  the  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  Merriman, 
named  respectively  in  order  of  merit.  The  vice-presi¬ 
dent  took  the  heaviest  trout  with  the  fly,  and  the 
greatest  aggregate  weight,  .161b.  9oz.,  of  dace. 

“  The  Vice-President’’  was  given  by  Mr.  F.  Thomas 
in  a  neat  speech  ;  he  referred  to  the  fact  that  it  was  the 
vice-president  who  first  brought  the  society  into  exist¬ 
ence.  The  toast  was  received  with  musical  honours. 
In  reply  the  vice-president  (Mr.  Miller)  dealt  with  the 
poetry  of  angling,’^  and  related  many  amusing  personal 

anecdotes.  • 

Many  other  toasts  were  given,  after  which  Dr  Pit¬ 
cairn  Bookless  distributed  the  prizes,  the  total  value  of 
which  was  ^623  Is.  6d.  In  response  to  a  vote  of  thanks, 
he  dilated  upon  the  happy  honr.s  he  had  spent  by  loch 
and  stream,  especially  among  the  salmon  ;  angling  was, 
he  said,  the  sport  nearest  to  his  heart. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Hickson  presided  at  the  piano,  and  some  ex¬ 
cellent  songs,  duets,  &c.,were  given  during  the  evening. 


PICKERING  FISHERY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at  the 
White  Swan  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  28.  Mr.  Robert 
Kitohing  presided,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  pre¬ 
sident.  Mr.  Robert  Fletcher. 

The  secretary  in  his  report  said  :  “  Several  gentlemen 
of  the  town  had  noticed  that  a  great  deal  of  illegal  nsh- 
ing  was  carried  on,  and  that  the  Pickering  stream,  so 
noted  for  its  splendid  trout  and  grayling,  was  being  prac¬ 
tically  ruined  for  all  honest  fishing  purposes.  These 
gentlemen  held  a  few  preliminary  meetings,  with  the 
result  that  by  the  middle  of  May  the  association  was  in 
full  swung,  a  code  of  rules  had  been  drawn  up  and 
accepted,  the  various  officers  had  been  elected,  a  water 
bailiff  engaged,  and  tickets  got  ready  for  disposal.  It 
was  to  be  regretted  that  the  association  had  not  its  birtn 
earlier  in  the  year,  as  the  season  became  too  far  advanced 
before  its  existence  became  sufficiently  known  to  outside 
anglers:  still,  the  first  year  of  its  life  had  been  fairly 
successful,  as,  with  all  the  extra  initial  expenses  conse¬ 
quent  on  the  formation  of  a  new  association,  bhe 
balance  was  only  5s.  3d.  on  the  wrong  side. 

There  were  at  present  in  the  association  ten  sea^^n- 
ticket  holders,  twelve  members  who  paid  lOs.  ;  they  had 
sold  eight  half-a-crown  tickets,  one  fortnightly  one,and 
thirtv-six  daily  tickets.  ,  j  1. 

The  water-bailiff’s  diary  showed  that  there  had  been 
857  fish  caught  between  June  and  Nov.  12,  vw,.,  280  trout 
and  577  grayling.  September  had  proved  the  best  month 
for  anglers.  Most  trout  had  been  caught  between  \  ivers 
and  Low  Mills,  moat  graying  below.  Most  fish  had  urn 
doubtedly  been  killed  with  worin._  Minnow  fishing  had 
been  but  little  indulged  in.  Fly-fishers  had  been  most 
successful  with  March  and  May  Browns,  Blue  Dun, 
Alexander,  and  Stone  Fly.  ^  ,  1 

The  following  gentlemen  had  taken  the  best  Ijaskets: 

Messrs.  B.  Wood,  T.  Piper,  J.  C.  Frank,  4)  .  Salton,  E. 
Eic^fs,  J.  W.  Craven.  Robson,  and  Rogers. 

Afrer  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  several  minor 
details  had  been  disposed  of.  the  following  alterations 
were  made  in  the  rules  :  , .  ,  ^  1 

Rule  10  now  reads  “  That  no  trout  or  grayling  be  taken 

less  than  9in.  in  length.”  .  ,  t,  1  10  ><0  i 

The  following  addendum  is  put  to  Rule  18  :  ouch 
meeting  have  power  to  amend  or  add  to  ihese  rules. 

The  following  is  a  new  rule  :  “  That  no  member  or 
subscriber  shall  fish  more  than  thirty  da.vs  between 
April  1  and  Oct.  1  (inclusive)  each  year.  ’ 

Mr.  J.  W  Wheldon  offered  to  exchanged  trout  fry  for 
grayling  ova.  The  offer  stands  over  tor  further  con¬ 
sideration.  -  ,  u  J  r  TVT  XT 

Tickets  for  the  present  season  may  be  had  of  Mr.  H. 
Coverdale,  Market  Place,  Pickering  ;  Mr.  W.  Fletcher, 
Post-office,  Pickering ;  or  the  Secretary.  Croft  House, 
Pickering. 


TEES  FISHERY  BOARD. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Darlington  on 
Monday.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chaytor,  seconded  by 
Canon  Tristram,  the  Right  Hon.  J.  Lowther  was 
re-elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  Finance 
and  Watch  Committee  w-as  re  appointed,  the  name  of 
the  Rev.  Canon  Tristram  being  added. 

DINSDALE  DAM  AGAIN. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  considp  the 
Dinsdale  Dam  question  reported  that,  as  the  provisional 
i  order  previously  obtained  was  incapable  of  enforee- 
'  ment,  the  necessary  notices  hul  been  served  on  the 
'  owners  of  the  dam.  and  the  necessary  petition  prepared 
and  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade.— The  Chairman  said 
it  was  now'  a  question  of  conducting  negotiations 
bst^vGon  tli6  cointtiittec  and,  th©  owners,  and  ii© 
hoped  the  result  would  be  such  that  the  actual  legfal 
powers  might  not  be  called  into  active  play.  Mr. 
Chaytor  hoped  that  if  any  inquiry  subsequently  took 
place  he  might  have  an  opportunity  prior  to  it  of 
describing  the  position  of  the  dim  to  the  members  of 
the  board.  He  thought  the  owners’  terms  were  too 
high.— The  Chairman  said  of  course  the  committee  in 
pledging  the  credit  of  the  board  were  always  subject  to 
the  comsent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  they  ought  to 
have  the  distinct  authority  of  the  board  to  make  a 
pecuniary  offer  to  the  owners  ;  and  also  in  the  event  of 
that  offer  being  refused  it  might  become  their  duty  to 
go  before  an  arbitrator,  and  proceed  under  the  Land 
Clauses  Act.  The  result  of  such  a  proceeding  would 
undoubtedly  be  that  an  award  would  be  made.  The 
notices  given  to  the  owners  of  the  dam  covered  either 
th©  total  or  partial  rsnioval  of  thodaTU.  and  would  entitle 
the  arbitrator  to  arrang*©  that  the  hoard  could  take 
either  a  portion  of  the  dam  or  the  whole  of  it.  If 
arbitrator  awarded  a  sum  in  respect  of  the  whole  of  the 
dam,  he  (the  Chairman)  was  inclined  to  think  they  would 
have  to  accept  the  decision  whatever  it  might  be. 
Canon  Tristram  said  the  board  had  already  decided  as 
to  the  desirableness  of  securing  po.ssc-ision  of  the 
dam,  and  to  fetter  the  committee  or  the  arbitrator  by  a 
condition  as  to  the  lowering  ot  th©  dam  would 
cause  unnecessary  delay.  The  objec;  of  the  board 
was  to  get  possession  of  the  dam,  and  have  tuU 
control  over  it.  The  committee  were  prepared 
and  anxious  to  make  the  owner.s  of  the  dam  an  offer 
which  they  were  sure  was  equal  to,  if  not  in  excess  of, 
any  sum  that  would  b©  awarded  to  them  by  arbitration. 
— minutes  of  the  Uimsdale  Dam  Committee  were 
then  confirmel;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Bell,  it 
was  resolved  **  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  applications  for  a  provisional  order,  nego¬ 
tiate  with  Messrs.  Surtees  for  the  alteration  or  removal 
of  the  dam,  with  power,  subject  to  the  subsequent  con- 
tinuation  by  this  board,  and  to  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  to  make  any  offer  they  may  think 
proper  for  the  purchase  of  the  dam,  or  any  part  of  it ; 
and,  failing  any  agreement  with  INIessrs.  Surtees,  to 
carry  on  such  proceedings  under  the  Land  Clauses  Act 
as  may  be  necessary.”  'The  following  were  constituted 
the  committee  in  accordance  with  the  above  resolntion  : 
—The  Chairman  (the  Right  Hon.  J.  Lowther),  Mr. 
■\Yilson- Todd,  Col.  Wilson,  Canon  Tristram,  Messp. 
Hugginson,  Johnson,  Bell,  and  Webster. — A  memonal 
from  Tees  fishermen  for  the  granting  of  the  same  privi¬ 
leges  as  those  possessed  by  Hull  fishermen  was  referred 
to  the  Finance  and  Watch  Committee. — The  board  then 
adjourned. 


This  Cat  shows  a  pair  of  our  Qold  Medal  Trousers,  with  Waist  Belt  and  the  usual  8o 
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MAZAWATTEE 

Recalls  the  Delicious  Teas  of 
Thirty  Years  Ago. 


“  Old  Folks 
at  Home.” 


SALMON 


FISHING 


Made  in  Three  Gold  Medal  Qualities. 


The  No.  1  Quality  we  recommend  for  HARD  WEAR. 

The  No.  2  Quality  for  MEDIUM  WORK. 

The  No.  3  Quality,  being  very  light  (weighing  only  about  21b.),  are  intended  for  LIGHT 
SUMMER  WEAR,  and  will  be  found  a  boon  to  the  Angler  who  has  to  walk  some 
distance  to  his  Fishing. 


■)•'  SEND  FOR  NEW  ILLUSTRATED  PRICED  CATALOGUE,  GIVING  FULL  PARTICULARS.  "WI 


NOTE 

Only  Address 


And  at  BRISTOL  9  &  10  High  St.  CARDIFF,  8,  Oneen  St.  Works,  BOW,  LONDON,  E. 
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Anglers’  Hotels,  Fishing  Quarters,  &c. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

TrEBT  moderate  chArfrae,  facing  the  sea  and  Ley,  the 
y  latter  containing  nearly  400  aoree  of  well-etooked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  great  else. 
Efficient  boatmen  and  boats ;  all  bait  found.  Also  sea 
iioate  and  good  eea  fishing.  Magnificent  aoenery  and 
ueolth  resort.  .  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  ehootlng. 
Beeldent  Doctor  in  the  village. 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprietor. 

ALTNAHARRA  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIKE. 

Is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Naver  and 
surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  Trout-fishing  Lochs  in 
Sutherland,  all  of  whlcn  can  be  fished  by  visitors  at 
the  Hotel.  Boats  on  each  of  them. 

Salmon  Fishing  free  during  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August  and  September. 

Charges  Moderate.  Carriages  and  Horses  kept 
for  Hire. 

WM.  Monro,  Proprietor. 

ROACH  AND  BREAM 

fishers 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  in  the  350  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

SALMON  PISHING 

ON 

ILiOCH  TAY 

Commenced  on  JANUARY  15th,  1893. 

For  Boats  apply  to 

H.  or.  MZLISEY, 

Proprietor K  ILLIN  HOTEL. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“  EHke,  peroh,  roach,  *e.,  are  numeron,.”— 
Angler’s  Diary. 

Freqaent  trs.ins  from  all  Metropolitan  stations. 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 

NEW  GALLOWAY,  N.B., 
Kenmure  Arms  Hotel. 

XT OME  Comforts ;  Charming  Health 
■Cl  Resort ;  Posting  ;  Boating ;  Fishing.  Sal¬ 
mon,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch  abound. 

B.  B.  BANTOCK,  Proprietor. 

Excellent  Trout  and  Grayling  Pishing. 

Fbee  to  Visitors  stayins  at  the 

SWAK  HOTEL  &  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

TENBDBT  WELLS,  WOBCESTEBSHIBE. 

Reduced  Tariff  for  Anglers.  Special  terms  to 
families  wlehing  to  spend  winter  months.  Three 
meets  weekly  of  Foxhounds  within  reach  of  Hotel. 
HENRY  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

CHISHOLM’S  PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

POET  AUGUSTUS,  N.B. 

FREE  SALMON  FISHING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

(Opening  on  Feb.  11)  to  parties  living  in 
this  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady  Gillies 
kept.  Terms  moderate. 

WU.  CHISHOLM,  Lessee. 

RED  LION  HOTEL, 

Dulvei^iion,  Somex>sel7. 

■pXCFLLFNT  TEOUT  FISHING  in 
the  Eivers  Barle  and  Fxe  free  to 
visitors  staying  at  the  hotel.  Posting  in 
all  its  branches. 

E.  M.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 

Fort  Augustus. 
LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL. 

Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel  have  the 
right  of  SALMON  FISHING  FEEE  ON 
LOCH  NESS. 

For  particulars,  &c.,  apply  to 

TV.  D.  DAVIS,  Proprietor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL,  INVERNESS-SHIRE,  N.B. 
FREE  SALMON  ANGLING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

To  Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel.  Hotel 
situated  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  excel¬ 
lent  Salmon  angling  grounds. 

Boats  and  Gillies  provided.  Terms  moderate 
Post  Office,  Foyers  Hotel,  Inverness. 

DAVID  DLDDB,  Lessee. 

windebusbe  lake  side  new 

HOTEL. 

/TJ-OOD  Fishing ;  splendid  views  ;  5  miles 
of  uninterrupted  lake  view.  Tariff 
on  application.  Special  arrangements  made 
for  fishing  parties.  Steamers  leave  front 
of  hotel  eight  times  daily  ;  trains  ten  times. 

J.  BROWN,  Proprietor 
(Late  of  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Ambleside). 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

RHOSMEIGK,  TY  CEOES,  ANGLESEY. 

Mild  Bracing  Climate. 

TTOTEL  adjoins  Lake  and  Sea,  excellent  Trout 
JlL  and  Sewin  fishing  in  Lake  and  River; 
Good  Angling  from  boat  or  seashore;  bass, 
pollack,  bream,  conger,  dabs,  <fcc.  Boats  and 
conveyance  from  Station  included  in  moderate 
Tariff.  Two  Furnished  Houses  to  Let  for 
Families.  PropHetor^  T.  J.  COTTRELL. 

SPRING  FISHING. 
PANMUKE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

TTIXOELLENT  salmon  and  TROUT  FISHING  on 
p  .  NORTH  ESK,  FBEE  to  Hotel  Visitors.  Besides 
the  Hotel  water,  the  splendid  Treating  Streams 
of  Glenesk,  In  which  Trout  of  good  size  and  quality 
abound,  are  within  easy  distance.  This  la  a  quiet  and 
l>eautiful  retreat,  and  the  fishing  is  good  all  the  Spring 
and  Sommer  months.  Golf  course  beside  Hotel.  C 
Shooting  over  1500  acres  by  the  day  or  week. 
Keepers  and  dogs  kept.  Particulars  on  anplication. 
KEITH  KNOWLES.  Proprietor. 

Free  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 

/"YN  the  celebrated  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullin. 
Vy  Board  and  Lodgings,  with  boat  and  two 
men,  £4  per  week,  and  two  gentlemen  fishing 
from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week. — 
Thos.  Clabkb  and  Sons,  Fishermen. 

APPLY  TO 

'T.  cilarke:, 

Lough  Conn  lodge,  Ballina,  County  Mayo, 
Ireland. 

TROUT  FISHING 

In  the  Water  Connected  with  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station, 
COMMENCES  FEBEUAEY  15th. 
Several  milee  reserved  to  visitors. 
Eivers  near  the  hotel.  Five  hours  from 
London. 

IMPERIAL  HOTEL, 

A-BERDEEM. 

Personally  Patronised  by  the  Royal  Family. 
rilHE  “  IMPERIAL  "  is  close  to  the  Railway 
L  Station,  and  within  easy  access  of  the  fishing 
OB  the  rivers  DEE  and  DON. 

Salmon  Fishing  may  be  had  on  the  Hotel  Water. 
Oentlemen  are  Boarded  During  the 
Season. 

MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

First  Glass  for  Anglers.  Charges  Moderate. 

Also  RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  on  the 
Shores  of  Lough  Conn. 

Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
Good  Pike  Fishing  and  Eongh  Shooting 
up  to  December. 

E.  MUETAGH.  Proprietor. 

ABE:  RFEir.D'V'. 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL 

SALMON  and  TEOUT  FISHING  on  a 
BEAUTIFUL  STEETCH  of  the  TAY, 
and  TEOUT  FISHING  on  LOCH-NA- 
CEAIG,  both  with  USE  of  BOAT  FEEE 
ALEXANDEE  NICOL,  Lessee. 

FBEE  FISHING. 

SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  FEROX,  and 
LARGE  GILLAROO. 

1  MAGNIFICENT  LAKE  SCENERY,  unsurpassed 
in  any  part  of  Ireland. 

1  CARLISLE  ARMS,  CONG,  CONNEMARA. 

E.  BURKE,  Proprietress. 

I  Nearest  Station,  Ballinfiobe  (5  miles),  or  daily  Steamer 
from  Galway  lands  passengers  within  1  mile  of  Hotel. 

1  FULL  PAUriCULARS  UPON  APPLICATION. 

PEETHSHIKE. 

DUNALASTAIK  HOTEL, 

Kinlooh  -  Rannooh,. 

RIVEB  TUMMEL  ANOLINO. 

Hotel  VUlton  have  tree  fletaini;  on  Loob  Rennooh, 
famoos  for  Ita  very  Urire  Trout  and  Baltmo  Fvma 
Splendid  Si5>ate  and  experienced  Boatman.  Aiao 
three  miles  of  luver  Tummel,  where  flret-rate  eport  la 
had.  PostlnK  In  all  its  departments.  Board  by  week  Or 
n  entU.  Chargee  strictly  moderate. 

OEOBQE  OOW  Proprietor. 


THE  BESTFREE  FISHING  IHIRELAHD. 

SAiMON,  TEOUT,  PIKE,  AND  PEBCH. 

On  Lough  Corrib,  Lough  Mask,  and  Lough-na- 
Fough.  Hotel  within  seven  miles  of  Ballinrobe 
railway  station,  and  five  miles  of  Lough  Corrib 
steamer,  Cong.  Tariff  for  Board  and  Lodging 
£2.  58.  per  week.  Boat  and  two  men  at  Gs.  per 
day. — Apply  to  JOHN  A.  JOYCE,  J.P. 

Mount  Gabh  Hotel,  Clonbur,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland 


Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen. 

SALMON,  TEOUT,  AND  PIKE  FISHING 

L.  ^  * 

Mrs.  ELIZA  McHALE, 
Gabacloon  Lodge,  Ballina,  Co.  Mato. 
A  comfortable,  clean,  and  homely  place  to  .stay  at. 
Close  to  Locohs. 

Personal  attention.  Terms  very  moderate. 

Good  Boats  and  Practical  Fishermen. 


a_.X  IVC  Jt<sf«.XC;SL. 

AN  ANGLEK  S  HOME 

ROYAL  GEORGE  HOTEL. 

FBEE  SALMON  akd  TBOUT  FISHING 

ON  TUE  KIVERS 

Shannon,  Mulkearn,  Uagiie,  Comogtie, 
and  Morningf  Star. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  IN  ABUNDANCE. 
Season  opens  Feb.  1st.  Best  months,  March  to 
September.  Special  Tariff  to  Anglers. 

P.  HABTIGAN,  Proprietor. 

SALMON  and  T^OUT  FISHING 

IS  RIVERS 

Mague,  Comogiie,  &  Morning  Star. 

TEN  MILES  of  the  best  FREE  Fishing 
in  Ireland. 


FREE  SALMON,  TROUT  and  PIKE  FISHING, 

On  BOUGHS  CONN  and  CUBIiEN. 

Good  Accommodation  for  Anglers. 
Close  to  Loughs:  Bout.s  and  Men  always  Beady. 
Cara  to  and  from  Station  Free  of  Charge. 

For  Terms  and  full  Particulars  apply 
to—  P.  KELLY, 

Scotchford  Lodge,  Lough  Conn, 

Ballina,  Co.  Mayo. 


LINES  FOR  SEA- FISHING. 

MOUNTED  READY  FOR  USE. 


Throw  lines  for  fishing  off  Piers  and  Bocks, 
Is.  3d. ;  la.  9d. ;  28.  3d. ;  28.  9d. ;  or  Gs.  6d. ;  post 
free. 

Rod  lines  complete.  Smelt,  9d. ;  1b.;  1b.  8d. ; 
Unllet,  Bass,  Pollack,  or  Codling,  Is.  6d. ;  28.  3d. ; 
3s.;  Sa.  6d. ;  post  free. 

Mackerel  or  Pollack,  for  towing  after  a  boat 
rowing  or  sailing,  la.  6d.;  28.  9d. ;  8s. ;  48.;  Ss.; 
post  free.  Larger  for  yachts,  68.  6d. ;  Ts.  6d.;  9a. 

HEARDER  &  SON, 


Salmon,  White  and  Brown  Trout  in  abundance. 

GROOM  HOTEL,  Groom,  Go.  Limerick. 

T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 
Season,  February  to  October. 


The  Celebrated  Tackle  Makers, 

Established  1770  Highest  Avmrds  Everywhere. 


"  X  uuius  owjo  .ua  uueai.esi:  iluLeis,  speoial  reference  anouiu  oe  mede  to  tne  AninaeL  ' — Charles  Dlckena. 

THE  ARXINTEEL  HOTEE. 


OLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  OODBT3, 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER.  Ac. 


LAZE  TTZNWY, 

NORTH  WALES  vi4  OSWESTRY. 


(H£AD<iUARTERa  OF  THE  FijIFiHUJURO  khaudo 

riGTORlA  ElBiNKHENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 
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THE  SPRING  SALMON  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

AS  THEY  ARE. 

{Gontmued  from  'page  171.) 

By  W.  Murdoch. 


No  mistake  about  tbe  Helmsdale.  It  is  a 
“  topper  ”  of  a  spring  salmon  angling  river ;  and 
why  ?  Simply  because  it  is  well  used,  and  has 
been  so  for  years.  It  is  now  one  of  the  very 
earliest  salmon  streams  in  the  whole  of  Scotland. 
Naturally  neither  it  nor  any  of  the  other  far 
north  streams  can  rank  with  Tay,  Dee,  Don,  or 
North  Esk,  in  point  of  earliness;  but  after  a 
mild  winter  preceding  the  opening  of  the  rod 
fishing,  there  is  certain  to  be  found  a  good  head 
of  fish  forward  when  anglers  make  their  advent. 
The  run  in  those  far  north  rivers  no  doubt  com¬ 
mences  very  nearly  as  soon  as  in  the  more 
southern  rivers  mentioned,  but  it  is  not  of 
nearly  such  strength,  comparatively,  as  in  them, 
notwithstanding  there  may  be  equally  favourable 
conditions  to  bring  fish  forward.  Those  larger 
rivers  of  the  eastern  seaboard  always  have,  under 
favourable  circumstances,  vast  numbers  of  fish 
ascending  them  sometime  during  the  last  half  of 
December,  and  always  during  the  month  of 


January.  In  them  the  first  run  differs  from  that 
which  takes  place  in  the  Helmsdale  and  other 
far  north  streams,  in  respect  that  it  is  the 
first  great  run  of  the  year — that  run  which,  in 
strength,  continues  during  the  winter  and 
throughout  most  of  spring.  The  run  which 
earliest  takes  place  in  Helmsdale,  Naver,  and 
Thurso,  is  that  of  winter  fish ;  a  very  small  run 
of  large,  rather  coarse,  fisli,  which,  having  favour¬ 
able  conditions  to  entice  them  in  from  the  sea, 
ascend  in  the  dead  of  winter,  or  usually  before 
any  of  the  true  spring  fish  (which  are  little  more 
than  half  the  weight)  begin  to  run  inland.  In 
Helmsdale  and.  Naver  this  year  there  has  most 
likely  been  under  the  average  head  of  winter 
fish  forward.  Of  course,  this  may  not  be  so ; 
still  it  looks  extremely  likely  if  an  inference  is 
to  be  drawn  from  the  fact  that  extremely  few  have 
been  caught  by  the  rods.  Par  more  of  them 
have  been  got  on  the  Thurso,  and  there,  pro¬ 
bably,  the  run  has  been  more  nearly  of  its 
normal  strength. 

No  netting  is  allowed  in,  or  in  connection  with, 
the  Helmsdale  until  the  month  of  May.  The 
angling  commences  on  January  11,  and  usually 
for  a  few  weeks  winter  fish  are  most  in  evidence 
in  the  takes  by  the  rods.  It  requires  very  fine 
weather  indeed,  with  abundance  of  water  in  the 
river,  to  draw  many  spring  fish  up  in  the  month 
of  January;  but  by  the  middle  of  February  the 
angling  some  years  is  found  to  have  become 
wonderfully  good.  Between  that  time  and  the 
middle  of  April  the  sport  most  frequently  is 
steadiest  and  best.  There  is  not  a  great  length 
of  angling  water  for  early  fishing — only  some 
nine  or  ten  miles — in  consequence  of  falls  at 
Kildonan  holding  back  the  fish  from  the  waters 
above  until  the  month  of  April.  These  falls — 
and  especially  one  fall — if  they  may  be  so  called, 
act  as  effectual  obstruction  to  ascent,  no  matter 
what  volume  the  river  is  in,  until  such  time  as 
the  temperature  of  the  water  reaches  a  certain 
height,  when  the  fish,  which  have  lain  below 
probably  for  months,  and  most  of  which  usually 
have  got  a  good  deal  browned,  begin  to  hittle  up 
and  go  bounding  over  like  greyhounds. 

The  river  is  divided  into  angling  beats,  which 
the  tenants  of  the  adjacent  shootings  have 
rented,  and  fish  in  rotation  by  the  day  until  the 
spring  angling  season  ends,  when  the  angling 
gets  more  scattered  through  fish  going  forward 
to  the  upper  waters.  From  that  time  onward 
the  various  tenants  fish  the  stretches  contiguous 
to  their  own  shootings.  It  is  really  remakable 
the  success  that  has  attended  the  careful  nursing 
and  wise  management  of  the  Helmsdale.  Like 
all  other  rivers,  it  has  its  ups  and  downs  in 
angling,  and  even  since  the  netting  was  aban¬ 
doned  until  the  month  of  May,  there  have  been 
spring  angling  seasons  during  which  sport  did 
not  come  up  to  expectation.  Still,  taking  the 
average  of  the  seasons  all  through,  the  sport 
obtained  on  this  little  Highland  river  has  been 
really  grand.  Only  a  few  years  ago,  when  there 
was  a  great  plenty  of  salmon,  there  were  caught 
during  the  best  of  the  season,  on  repeated 
occasions,  as  many  as  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen, 
and  seventeen  fish  by  one  rod  in  a  day.  And  in 
this  success  different  rods  shared.  This  I  should 
think  was  something  to  please  thoroughly,  if  not 
indeed  to  be  very  proud  of. 

The  Helmsdale  is  extremely  dependent  for  its 
volume  on  rain,  and  snow  accumulations  on  the 
uplands  and  mountains  of  its  basin.  It  is  almost 
entirely  surface  fed,  but  has  a  large  number  of 
lochs,  some  of  considerable  extent,  connected 
with  it  to  assist  in  maintaining  its  regular  supply 
of  water.  Abundance  of  rain  sufficient  to  fill  the 
lochs  to  high  level  will  keep  up  the  volume  to  an 
extent  ample  in  all  respects  for  angling  for  a 
long  time.  The  same  also  will  great  accumula¬ 
tions  of  snow  on  the  mountains,  gradually 
melting  and  running  down  a  supply  of  water  to 
the  lochs,  secure.  Long  tracts  of  severe  frost, 
after  a  period  of  drought,  would  seem  to  have 
the  most  prejudicial  effect  of  all,  for  then  the 
lochs  get  extremely  low,  and  from  having  no 
springs  to  sustain  them  get  frost  bound,  and 
hence  run  so  little  water  down  into  the  river  as 
to  make  angling  about  wholly  useless.  Still, 
notwithstanding  the  drawbacks  it  suffers  from, 
the  Helmsdale  must  be  ranked  as  naturally  a 
wonderfully  good  angling  stream,  extremely  pro¬ 
ductive  of  sport  in  years  when  fish  are  numerous 
and  climatic  conditions  for  angling  favourable. 


and  no  year  at  all  amiss  as  sport  now-a-days  in 
Scottish  rivers  in  spring  goes.  Its  natural 
resources  for  spawning  are  remarkable,  and  since 
the  time — thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  His  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Sutherland — they  were  given  a  fair 
chance,  the  head  of  fish  has  increased  to  an 
extraordinary  extent,  as  attested  by  the  infinitely 
better  angling,  and  the  far  greater  takes  of  fish 
to  the  nets  of  the  district  during  the  very  much 
shorter  season.  For  many  years  the  latter  have 
only  fished  from  May  onward,  whereas  before 
they  worked  uninterruptedly,  except  during  the 
weekly  slap,  from  Feb.  11  to  the  close  of  the 
statutory  period.  Then  they  caught  most  of  the 
spring  fish,  the  laggards  of  the  winter  fish,  the 
summer  salmon,  the  sea-trout,  and  the  grilse. 
Since  the  “reserve”  for  angling  was  commenced 
the  fishing  of  the  nets  has  been  made  up  chiefly 
of  grilse,  sea-trout,  and  the  not  large  head  of 
summer  salmon.  Yet  the  whole  take  annually 
has  been  greater  on  an  average  than  it  was  when 
there  was  three  months  longer  of  a  netting 
season.  This  should  prove  incontestibly  to  those 
salmon  fishery  proprietors  who  have  doubts 
about  the  financial  success  of  a  generous  policy 
that  their  doubts  are  ill  founded,  and  that  ex¬ 
periment  here  as  elsewhere  has  been  to  effectually 
knock  them  on  the  head.  Not  only  has  the  policy 
which  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  has  pursued  with 
regard  to  the  Helmsdale  proved  paying  to  him  in 
respect  of  the  Helmsdale  itself,  but  be  has  by 
reason  of  it  been  able  to  enhance  materially  the 
reputation  and  value  of  other  streams  on  his 
estate.  Without  doing  the  Helmsdale  the  least 
harm,  quantities  of  ova  from  its  salmon  have 
been  taken  to  be  hatched  out  in  hatcheries, 
whence  the  young,  in  due  time,  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  rivers  on  the  estate,  as  also  to  the 
Helmsdale  itself,  to  benefit,  as  unquestionably  has 
been  the  case,  both  the  angling  and  the  netting 
of  the  respective  rivers. 

The  Thurso — once  so  famous  for  its  spring 
angling — is  the  most  easterly  salmon  river  of  the 
north  coast  of  Scotland.  This  river,  in  its 
palmiest  days,  had  no  peer  in  the  British  Isles 
for  early-season  sport.  But  it  is  much  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  a  time  came  when  its  reputation,  pre¬ 
viously  gradually  diminishing,  had  fallen  greatly 
away,  and  when  “  Ichabod  ”  might  with  absolute 
truth  have  been  written  on  warning  boards  all  along 
its  course.  The  bane  of  the  north  coast  salmon 
fisheries  has  been  the  netting  in  the  estuaries, 
and  all  round  the  coast.  From  the  Thurso,  and 
one  or  two  more  rivers,  the  salmon  go  eastward 
to  feed,  then  down  the  east  coast  banks,  and  when 
returning  to  their  native  rivers  fall  a  prey  to  the 
vast  array  of  bag-nets  ranged  all  along  from 
point  to  point,  in  bays  and  in  all  advantageous 
positions  along  the  whole  range  of  coast.  After 
Mr.  Dunbar’s  highly  successful  run  of  manage¬ 
ment — during  which  the  angling  reached  its 
best — had  expired,  the  fishing  gradually  became 
poorer  to  the  rods,  till  at  last  the  Thurso 
was  lagging  far  behind  several  of  its  northern 
compeers,  and  scarcely  then  did  it  receive 
any  personal  attention  or  recommendation  from 
experienced  anglers.  Mr.  Dunbar  in  many  ways 
did  much  for  the  fishery  ;  but  it  proved  only  too 
patent  that  with  their  giving  up  the  hatching, 
and  netting  being  fiercely  carried  on,  his  suc¬ 
cessors  in  the  lease  from  Sir  Tollemache  sought 
to  make  a  very  fine  thing  of  it  all  round,  fast  as 
possible.  But  this  proved  impracticable;  the 
netting  being  too  fiercely  pursued,  and  nothing 
done  to  re-stock  the  river,  it  was  but  natural  that 
the  angling  should  fall  off,  and  it  did  so  as 
indicated  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  a  party  of 
gentlemen  took  up  the  whole  fishery  on  lease, 
and  by  arrangement  secured  a  restriction  of  the 
netting  and  the  establishment  of  a  hatchery  on  a 
large  scale  to  replenish,  in  conjunction  with  the 
natural  resources,  the  stock  of  salmonidce  in  the 
river.  There  is  now  great  hope  for  the  Thurso, 
which  naturally  is  very  early,  and  concerning 
the  early  fish  of  which  the  remarks  I  have 
made  in  the  case  of  the  Helmsdale  pretty  nearly 
apply. 

Mr.  Archibald  Harper,  one  of  the  fishermen, 
has,  by  careful  experiment  and  observation  ex¬ 
tending  over  a  long  series  of  years,  done  much 
to  make  clear  in  what  way  or  ways  the  Thurso 
could  be  benefited,  and  how  its  salmon  are 
affected  by  temperature  in  ascending  and 
descending  the  river,  as  also  in  taking  the  lures 
presented  to  them  by  anglers. 
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The  weather  in  Scotland  keeps  delightfully 
fine  for  this  time  of  the  year.  A  ten  days’ 
almost  uninterrupted  spell  of  fresh  warm  weather, 
with  westerly  and  south-westerly  winds  and 
abundance  of  sunshine,  has  worked  wonders  since 
the  severe  snowstorm  got  a  sudden  scaling.  In 
many  quarters  there  is  already  indication  that, 
bar  a  radical  change,  the  spring  weather  with 
bud,  leaf,  and  flower  will  arrive  about  six  weeks 
earlier  than  last  year,  when,  it  will  be  remem¬ 
bered,  all  indications  of  spring  were  absent  until 
about  the  middle  of  May.  The  tract  of  fine 
weather  has  kept  the  rivers  running  high — at 
least,  all  those  that  are  fed  largely  from  the 
mountains.  But,  having  run  gradually  down,  the 
most  of  them  are  now  in  fine  angling  ply.  For 
a  short  while,  during  the  strongest  of  the  sun¬ 
shine,  trout  have  been  showing  pretty  well  this 
week  in  the  more  seaward  reaches  of  the  well- 
sheltered  early  rivers,  as  also  in  the  early  lochs. 
Some  smelts  going  down  have  also  been  noticed 
in  different  rivers,  and  it  is  further  reported 
that  nearly  all  round  kelts  have  commenced 
to  shoal  and  move  seaward.  Hitherto  they 
have  been  going  down  in  ones  and  twos,  and 
such-like  small  driblets. 


Two  of  the  Sutherland  hotels  are  changing 
hands — Scourie  Hotel,  in  the  west  of  the  county, 
and  Tongue  Hotel,  in  the  north.  The  former 
has  good  and  varied  fishing;  the  latter  very 
much  better.  Feltham  leaves,  or  has  left,  Scourie 
Hotel,  and  Campbell  demits  his  tenancy  of 
Tongue  Hotel  at  Whit  Sunday.  Tongue  is  a 
grand  chance  for  an  enterprising  hotelier  who 
would  lay  himself  out  to  please  anglers  and 
health  and  pleasure-seekers.  Some  years  ago 
the  Duke’s  factor  wrote  me  that  “Tongue  is  a 
perfect  sanatorium,  has  a  salubrious  climate,  and 
is  entirely  free  from  east  winds.”  I  can  quite 
endorse  his  words.  The  scenery  is  delightfully 
varied — marine,  lake,  and  river,  moorland, 
mountain,  and  woodland.  There  is  no  locality 
in  the  county  more  healthful  or  beautiful.  The 
hotel  contains  drawing-room,  coffee-room,  sitting- 
rooms,  smoking-room,  fourteen  bedrooms,  bath, 
kitchen,  &c.  There  are  stables,  coach-houses, 
garden,  farm  offices,  sixty-six  acres  aranle  land, 
and  hill  grazing  for  sheep.  The  hotel  has  a  right 
to  three  boats  on  the  Kyle  (famous  for  its  sea- 
trout  fishing),  two  on  Loch  Loyal,  one  on  Loch 
Craggie,  one  on  Loch  Hacoin,  and  one  on  Loch 
Slam,  three  days  a  week  up  to  Aug.  1,  and  three 
others  on  such  lochs  to  the  eastward  as  may  be 
agreed  upon.  This  is  a  decidedly  good  chance 
for  one  who  would  urdertake  to  work  the 
place  thoroughly — make  it,  as  it  deserves  to 
be,  one  of  the  most  famous  fishing,  health, 
and  pleasure  resorts  in  the  far  north.  Mr. 
Box,  House  of  Tongue,  Tongue,  by  Lairg, 
receives  offers  up  to  the  25th  curt. 


Writeth  Wm.  McBouncer  :  “  Continuing  my 
Gaelic  proverbs  on  fish  and  fishing,  I  mention  on 
this  occasion  that  the  originals  possess  a  rhythm 
which  I  cannot  reproduce.  I  merely  give  their 
literal  translation  in  plain  English.  Here  is  a 
poser  which  I  cannot  explain  :  “  La  Fheill  ma- 
Cheasaig  bidh  gach  easgann  torrach  ” — On  St. 
Kessock's  day  eels  will  be  pregnant.  From  this  we 
might  almost  infer  that  the  ancient  Gael  had 
more  regard  for  eels  than  their  descendants  have. 
Nowadays  not  only  are  eels  not  eaten,  but  they 
are  held  in  the  greate.st  abhorrence  all  over  the 
Highlands,  if  not,  indeed,  over  Scotland.  Not 
knowing  the  habits  of  that  fish,  I  cannot  say 
whether  the  proverb  is  scientifically  correct  or 
not,  but  no  doubt  many  of  your  English  readers 
will.  St.  Kessock’s  day  happens  to  be  March  21, 
which  this  year  falls  cn  Tuesday  next  week. 
Fairs  or  markets  named  after  this  saint  are  still 
held  annually  about  that  date  in  several  places  in 
Scotland.  Kessock  Ferry,  between  Inverness 
and  the  Black  Isle,  is  also  named  after  him. 
Quito  a  number  of  proverbs  relate  to  weather 
prophesies,  A  c.;  and,  if  the  following  canborebed 
upon,  anglers  should  carefully  note  the  direction 
pf  the  wind  on  pec  of.  If  the  wind  is  from  the 


west  on  the  last  night  of  the  year,  the  following 
season’s  fishing  will  be  good. 

“  Gaoth  a  deas,  teas  is  torradh; 

Gaoth  a  niar,  iasg  is  bainne  j 

Gaoth  a  tuatb,  fuachd  is  gaillionn  ; 

Gaoth  a  near,  meas  air  chrannaibh.” 

Wind  from  south,  heat  and  plenty  ; 

U'ind  from  west,  fish  and  milk  ; 

Wind  from  north,  cold  and  tempest; 

Wind  from  east,  fruit  on  branches. 

Several  proverbs  give  preference  to  the  west 
wind  as  the  most  favourable  for  fishing.  Another 
version  of  the  one  just  quoted  gives  drought  and 
parching  instead  oi  fruit  on  branches  to  the  east 
wind.  .  .  .  The  Kyle  of  Sutherland  salmon 

fishing  opened  about  a  month  ago,  but  until  last 
week  hardly  a  fish  was  netted.  The  total  con¬ 
signments  of  salmon  to  the  London  markets  up 
to  date  would  hardly  aggregate  1.J  cwt.,  so  that 
hitherto  netting  operations  have  been  carried  on 
at  a  loss  to  the  lessees.  The  weather  all  over  the 
north  Highlands  has  been  very  boisterous  of 
late — not  much  rain,  but  the  wind  was  so  high 
that  casting  was  out  of  the  question  some  days. 
Mr.  Weir,  M.P.  for  lloss-shire,  has  been  asking 
frivolous  questions  in  the  House  of  Commons 
regarding  foxes  in  the  Highlands,  and  the  depre¬ 
dations  they  commit  on  crofter’s  stock.  He  got 
his  reply.  No  fear  of  poor  Reynard  increasing 
and  multiplying  so  long  as  keepers,  farmers, 
crofters,  and  shepherds  make  common  cause 
against  him.  Mr.  Hugh  Bruce,  keeper,  Borgie, 
Sutherland,  has  already  this  season  killed  at  least 
six  foxes,  while  the  keeper  at  Glenclassley  has 
killed  upwards  of  100  during  the  past  four  years.” 


Mr.  Archibald  Harper  writes :  “  I  succeeded 
in  trapping  two  otters  last  week.  Both  were 
females,  and  weighed  151b.  and  141b.  respectively. 
There  is  still  one  frequenting  the  lower  heats ;  I 
expect  to  have  it  caught  one  of  these  nights. 
High  westerly  gales  prevailed  during  the  whole 
of  last  week  and  sport  was  poor  in  consequence. 
Nothing  injures  sport  on  the  Thurso  so  much  as 
high  winds;  for  the  reason  that  a  number  of 
shallow  moorland  lochs,  with  muddy  bottoms, 
feed  the  river  and  Lochmore.  The  mud  gets 
stirred  up,  making  the  river  black  as  ink;  the  fish 
are  sickened  and  won’t  be  lured  by  the  most 
gaudy  piece  of  ‘piscatorial  millinery.’  Good  sport 
is  certain  as  soon  as  the  water  turns  a  good 
colour.  The  full  complement  of  six  rods  are  at 
Brawl  Castle  now.  ‘  Sandy,’  says  the  angler  to 
his  gillie,  first  day  out,  ‘1  will  give  you  ten 
shill  ngs  for  every  fish  I  bring  to  bank.’  ‘  Thank 
ye,  sir,’  and  Sandy  thought  he  was  in  for  a  real 
handsome  thing;  that  day  was  a  blank.  Next 
day  the  same  liberal  tip  was  offered.  ‘  Thank  ye 
kindly,  sir,’  but — that  day  was  also  blank,  and 
Sandy  made  a  discovery.  The  third  day  the  ten 
shillings  a  fish  was  again'offered.  Sandy  could 
hide  his  convictions  no  longer,  and  answered, 
‘  Weel,  sir,  ye  may  as  weel  double  the  money,  for 
ise  warrant  ye  its  deid  safe.’  So  it  was.  The 
Thurso  yielded  forty-five  fish  to  the  rods  in 
February,  but  the  full  complement  of  six  rods 
only  fished  a  few  days  near  the  end  of  the  month.” 


G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes :  “  Sir  Herbert  Lewis, 
Bart.,  had  twenty-two  fish  for  the  week.  The 
Glen  Tana  waters,  which  are  let  for  the  months 
of  April  and  May,  have  all  been  arranged  for. 
The  rental  of  the  upper  beats  are  at  the 
rate  of  £120  each  per  month,  and  the  lower 
two  at  £110  each  —  an  aggregate  of  £920. 
Tidy,  isn’t  it,  for  two  months’  fishing  on 
the  Dee?  Yet  Sir  William’s  difficulty  was  the 
selection  of  rods  from  the  host  of  applicants. 
Such  is  the  demand  for  a  real  bit  of  salmon  water. 
On  the  little  water  of  Dess  forty-seven  fish  were 
killed  for  the  first  month  of  the  season.  On  the 
adjoining  section  Mr.  Lamond  landed  thirty-eight 
— not  bad  for  a  mile-and-a-half,  taking  both  waters 
together,  on  one  bank  of  the  Dee,  under  such 
condi  ions  as  prevailed.  Some  good  scores  were 
made  on  Saturday.  Sir  Herbert  Lewis  had  seven 
fish  to  his  own  rod  on  Glen  Tana.  J’eebles  had 
five  on  the  Carlogie  water  with  the  Blue  Phantom, 
while  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar  landed  five  on  the 
Lower  Dess  to  the  “  Gordon.”  Threes  and  fours 
were  common  all  over.  “  j\Iarch  dust  ”  is  indica¬ 
tive  of  a  good  spring.  There  has  been  a  fair 
show  of  it  during  the  past  week.  We  are  now 
looking  fop  I  lie  "  HarcU  Browpi^  ”  wlucb  ineyitftbly 


follow.  Mr.  Watson,  Henfold,  Dorset,  who  has 
been  off  the  water  for  a  whole  year,  through  an 
accident  he  met  with  while  angling  last  spring, 
returned  to  the  Woodend  water  this  week.  With 
the  exception  of  the  month  of  April  the  Woodend 
water  is  in  Mr.  Watson’s  hands  for  the  next  two 
years.  Mr.  Quintin  Dick  has  passed  it  over  to 
Mr.  Wormold  for  the  month  of  April.  A  river 
watcher  {sic)  some  time  ago  picked  up  a  salmon 
spear  which  had  been  recently  in  action.  Instead 
of  waiting  in  ambush  for  the  owner,  he  proclaimed 
his  precious  find  to  the  world,  saying  that  he 
was  so  annoyed  at  the  discovery  of  his  beat  being 
poached  that  he  threw  the  spear  as  far  as  he 
could  into  the  water !  ” 


Our  Spey  correspondent  writes : — “  As  I  antici¬ 
pated  in  this  column  last  week,  it  has  been 
decided  to  carry  the  Spey  fishing  case  to  the 
Inner  House  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  and 
this  was  done  on  the  10th  inst.,  when  a  reclaiming 
note  by  Mr.  Henry,  against  Lord  Kyllachy’s 
judgment  was  sent  to  the  roll  for  discussion. 
If  the  decision  of  the  Lord  Ordinary  be  sustained 
the  case  may  go  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  in 
view  of  this  the  Spey  Trout  Fishers’  Association 
have  decided  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  country 
throughout  for  support.  That  the  case  has  not 
been  allowed  to  rest  with  the  recent  decision  is 
regarded  with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  for  it  will 
now  be  known,  by  a  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Scotland,  whether  the  public  have  a 
risjht  to  fish  for  trout  in  a  public  river.  Both  can¬ 
didates  for  the  vacancy  in  Banffshire  have  now  been 
“  heckled”  on  this  question.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn, 
the  Gladstonian  candidate,  is  in  favour  of  Parish 
Councils  having  the  machinery  to  carefully 
administrate  the  granting  of  licences  so  as  to  be 
a  benefit  to  all  concerned.  He  is  also  not  only  in 
favour  of  trout  fishing  being  open  to  the  whole 
community,  but  also  for  salmon  where  no  proper 
titles  exist.  Last  week  the  Lord  Advocate, 
replying  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Seymour- Keay, 
said  he  was  not  aware  of  any  authority  for  holding 
that  a  public  right  of  trout  fishing  could  bo 
acquired  by  prescriptive  possession  in  a  Scotch 
river  where  it  is  not  tidal,  the  public  having  no 
title  to  which  the  possession  can  be  referred. 
The  Carron  Lodge  water,  leased  by  Mr.  Jervaise- 
Smith,  has  been  leased  for  the  spring  fishing  by 
Sir  William  Gordon-Cumming,  Bart.,  of  Altyre. 
The  Easter  Elchies  portion  of  the  water,  leased 
by  Mr.  Teacher,  Glasgow,  from  Lord  Elgin,  is 
meantime  being  fished  by  his  Lordship’s  fisher¬ 
men  owing  to  Mr.  Teacher  being  seriously  indis¬ 
posed.  Colonel  Edis,  London,  is  too  busy  with 
his  business  engagements,  and  Mr.  Stewart- 
Menzies,  of  Culdares,  is  to  fish  his  beat.  It  is 
not  generally  known  that  there  has  not  been  for 
some  years  now  any  cruive  or  dyke  on  the  Duke 
of  Richmond’s  fishings  either  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  or  elsewhere.  This  being  so  the  thousands 
of  fish  that  fall  to  the  Duke’s  river  nets  is  suffi¬ 
cient  proof  of  the  vigour  with  which  the  netting 
is  pursued  without  the  aid  of  any  fixed  barrier.” 


Recently  a  very  heavy  lift  of  finnock  and 
other  fresh-water  fishes,  which  must  have  been  a 
big  night’s  work  for  poachers  on  the  Ytban,  was 
detected,  and  on  a  warrant  from  the  sheriff  was 
seized  at  a  railway  station  on  the  Buchan  line  of 
the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway.  Poaching 
for  the  salmonidce  of  all  sorts,  dead  and  alive — as 
mauchs,  kelts,  and  clean  fish — is  getting  more 
rife  every  year  on  the  rivers  of  the  north-east  of 
Scotland.  _ 


Consequent  on  no  end  of  fish  coming  forward, 
the  lessee  of  the  salmon  fishings  on  the  river 
North  Esk  is  making  an  unusually  fat  job  of  it 
this  season.  As  indicating  how  effectually  the 
dyke  obstructions  serve  this  netter,  whose  nets 
constantly  sweep  the  pools  below,  one  solitary 
fish  has  to  be  recorded  as  the  whole  take,  as  yet, 
to  the  rods  on  the  many  miles  of  beautiful 
character  of  angling  water  above.  On  the  Don 
up  to  date  the  position  of  matters isexactlysimilar. 
Is  this  as  it  should  bo  on  two  such  salmon 
waters,  possessing  almost  unsurpassed  possi¬ 
bilities  for  early  season  angling  ? 

Mr.  John  McKenzie,  of  the  Royal  Hotel, 
Oban  (some  years  ago  manager  of  the  Trossachs 
Hotel),  whi;  is  a  fir^t-elaas  tportsmau,  and 
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knows  thoroughly  how  to  cater  to  sportsmen, 
writes  :  “  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  my  adver¬ 
tisement  renewed.  1 1  has  every  year  more  than 
paid  me,  although  I  have  no  fishing  here.” 
Mr.  McKenzie,  we  understand,  wishes  for,  and  is 
just  the  man  to  have,  a  large  good  going  hotel, 
with  shooting  and  fishing  attached,  at  some  place 
where  there  is  a  longer  season  than  at  Oban. 


The  Peterheadean  fisher  folk  have  all  been  in  a 
state  of  wonder  concerning  a  cod  weighing  ufilb., 
which  was  taken  into  port  this  W’eek.  It  is 
reported  to  be  the  largest  fish  of  the  kind  ever 
landed  at  Peterhead.  _ 

Mr.  Archibald  Harper’s  capture  of  three 
otters  within  a  week,  on  the  Thurso,  has  given 
much  satisfaction  to  the  anglers  on  that  river. 
The  largest  of  the  three  weighed  331b.,  and  was  a 
male,  but  such  a  weight,  even  for  a  dog  otter,  is 
quite  unusual.  _ 

South  of  Scotland  and  Solway  district  rivers 
are  now  yielding  a  few  more  fish,  but  in  none  of 
them  has  the  salmon  angling  yet  come  to  be 
of  much  account  this  season.  Sanguine  hopes, 
however,  are  entertained  that  it  Avill  soon  improve. 


Our  Tay  correspondent  reports  :  “  That  fairly 
good  sport  is  still  being  had  on  the  loch,  but 
r.hat  the  angling  along  most  of  the  river  is  prov¬ 
ing  not  nearly  so  encouraging  as  anglers  could 
wish.  The  March  Brown  has  of  late  been  coming 
up  for  a  short  time  these  fine  genial  days.  Trout, 
however,  have  not  been  showing  briskly  on  the 
feed,  but  they  will  come  up  much  better  once 
more  if  the  snow  water  is  run  out  of  the  river.” 


Quite  a  week  ago  salmon  had  got  up  the  Spey 
as  far  as  the  Tulchan  Lodge  water  whereon,  by 
the  keeper,  a  good  fish  or  two  were  about  that 
time  secured.  This  section  is  next  to  the  Countess 
of  Seafield’s  Castle  Grant  water,  over  a  part  of 
which  Mr.  Macdonald,  of  the  Grant  Arms, 
Grantown,  has  secured  the  salmon  angling.  April 
and  May  are  decidedly  the  best  months  for  such 
well-up-the-river  fisheries.  Mr.  Macdonald  says 
the  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  too 
boisterous  to  think  of  fishing,  and  the  river  also  has 
been  very  high,  being  swollen  with  snow  water. 


A  FEW  nice  fish  have  lately  been  got  on 
the  Oykel,  Carron,  and  Shin. 


Colin  Gunn  of  Brora  writes :  “  The  river  was 
in  grand  trim  last  week  and  good  sport  was  the 
rule.  Between  them  the  two  rods  had  forty-one 
salmon.  For  the  respective  days  Mr.  Hall  had 
four,  two,  two,  three,  and  four ;  and  Mr.  Gunnis 
had  five,  five,  eight,  four,  one,  and  three.  The 
genial  Professor  is  now  getting  his  gibbles  ready. 
The  takes  indicated  above  prove  that  my  prog¬ 
nostications  of  last  week  were  well  grounded. 
Both  rods  had  a  grand  time.  The  weather  was 
cold,  with  gusty  winds,  but  the  water  was  in  fine 
trim,  and  fish  apparently  plentiful  on  both  sides 
of  the  river.  Mr.  Gunnis,  Gordonbush,  that  most 
enthusiastic  and  brilliant  angler,  made  the  ex¬ 
cellent  score  of  twenty-six  fine  salmon,  and  re¬ 
port  says  that  but  for  the  want  of  his  famous 
netter — who  had  gone  into  the  village  on  business 
— he  would  have  scored  another  t wo  fi  sh.  N ot  th  at 
Mr.  R.,  the  veteran  hauling  netsman,  to  whom  he 
entrusted  his  duty,  made  any  mistakes,  but  the 
fish  though  seemingly  perfectly  done  up  on 
seeing  their  old  and  mortal  enemy  on  the  bank, 
took  as  it  were  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  in  terror 
broke  away !  Mr.  Hall,  Sciberscross,  also  had 
good  sport,  killing  fifteen  nice  fish.  The  absence  of 
heavy  fish  this  season  is  noticeable  ;  out  of  the 
forty-five  salmon  killed  by  Mr.  Gunnis  none  have 
scaled  over  101b. 


A  COUPLE  of  fine  salmon,  weights  341b.  and  211b., 
were  caught  on  the  Test,  by  Colonel  Bruce,  last 
week. 

A  NEW  story  of  the  A^erne  school  will  be  com¬ 
menced  in  Boys  for  March  25,  entitled  “  Under 
the  Bea  to  the  North  Pole,”  by  Pierre  Mael,  fully 
illustrated  by  Alfred  Paris.  The  idea  is  cleverly 
wmrked  out,  and  is  thoroughly  consonant  with  the 
latest  scientific  discoveries. 


MULLET  FISHING 
AND  OTHER  SPORT  ON  THE  BLACK- 
AVATER  RIVER. 

(Continued  from  page  146.) 

By  Alfred  Jardine. 


Next  morning,  Wednesday,  we  were  uji  early, 
and  away.  There  was  just  enough  water  to  float 
the  “  Curlew  ”  over  the  sand-bar  at  the  mouth  of 
Mersea  channel,  and  w'e  crossed  the  Blackwater 
to  fish  the  deeps  off  Bradwell  Quay,  where  we 
caught  a  few  codling  and  mullet.  Sport  not 
being  satisfactory,  we  set  sail  for  “The  Main,” 
and  at  Swire-Hole  got  some  fair-sized  fish  ;  but, 
seeing  “  gaggles  ”  of  brent-geese  settling  on  the 
water  near  Buxey  Sands,  we  “  sailed  them  ”  in 
the  hope  of  killing  some  with  our  big  gun  ;  they 
were  very  wild  and  took  flight — the  weather  had 
not  been  sufficiently  cold,  nor  lasted  long  enough, 
neither  were  geese  hungry  enough  to  feed — 
while  we  got  within  shot,  but  numerous  flights  of 
plovers  and  red-shanks  were  on  Pewit-spit,  and 
of  these  we  bagged  a  lot. 

A  solitary  cormorant  was  perched  on  Buxey 
Beacon,  watching,  no  doubt,  for  small-fish  or 
sand-eels  in  the  shallow  water.  We  sailed  within 
fifty  yards  ;  I  got  a  shot  as  it  took  wing  ;  the  bird 
dropped  at  theedgeof  thesands.  Our  lad  launched 
the  gunning-punt,  and  “  gathered  it.”  We  then 
made  a  long  tack  for  the  Colne  river,  called  to  see 
some  old  friends  (oyster  farmers)  at  Brightling- 
sea,  saved  the  flood-tide  for  Tollsbury  Creek, 
where  we  landed  on  the  sea-wall,  and  got  a  couple 
of  black  geese  at  evening  flight. 

At  Tollsbury  is  a  “  decoy  ” — there  are  three 
others  (nearer  Maldon)  at  Goldhanger — where 
thousands  of  duck,  widgeon,  &c.,  are  captured 
and  sent  to  Leadenhall  Market.  The  pools,  or 
ponds,  on  which  the  decoys  are  constructed  hold 
roach  and  rudd,  but  during  the  winter  wild-fowl 
season,  no  persons,  except  those  employed,  are 
allowed  to  go  in  the  vicinity  of  them  for  fear  of 
disturbing  the  birds  in  flight,  and  preventing 
them  “  pitching  ”  in  the  decoy  ponds. 

I  am  informed  fair  sport  may  be  had  fishing 
near  Goldhanger  in  the  summer  and  autumn ; 
and  my  friend,  Mr.  George  McLeod,  tells  me 
that,  at  the  overflow  below  Barrett’s  Mill,  near 
the  Priory,  Maldon,  he  has  had  much  fine  sport, 
fishing  in  the  brackish  water  with  gentles  for 
dace,  which  are  of  large  size  and  plentiful;  he 
has  also  caught  mullet  there  with  fly. 

Referring  again  to  the  Holland  river,  it  rises 
some  distance  above  New  Hall,  flows  on  by  Little 
Bentley,  thence  near  Tendring,  where  a  rivulet 
from  AVeeley  joins  it.  At  Thorpe-le-Soken  the 
overplus  water  from  a  lake  abounding  with  carp 
drops  in,  and  this  is  probably  the  reason  why 
stray  carp,  some  of  good  size,  have  from  time  to 
time  been  caught  in  the  river  about  here ;  then 
it  winds  through  the  marshes  to  Great  Holland, 
absorbs  a  “  fleet  ”  near  Little  Holland,  and  falls 
into  the  sea  at  Frinton.  My  impression  is  that 
anglers  who  make  Clacton  their  headquarters,  fish 
the  wrong  part  of  the  river,  and  that  between 
Little  Bentley  and  Thorpe  they  would  catch 
plenty  of  fine  roach  and  rudd,  with  occasional 
carp  and  tench. 

Thorpe-le-Soken  railway  station  is  the  handiest 
for  the  best  fishing.  I  believe  the  water  between 
Great  Holland  and  Frinton  is  nearly  fished  out. 

In  addition  to  fishing  and  fowling,  there  are 
other  attractions  for  those  who,  when  sport  is 
indifferent,  find  pleasure  in  archasological 
pursuits. 

Mersea  Island  was  a  Roman  settlement,  de¬ 
fended  by  a  strong  earthen  sea-wall  or  dyke ;  a 
station  excellently  well  placed  to  protect  the 
rivers  Colne  and  Blackwater  from  incursions  of 
the  Saxon  sea-kings,  and  the  Danes,  who  made  a 
descent  here  in  the  year  994,  and  entrenched 
themselves  in  a  “  stronghold  ”  at  Colchester, 
which  town  and  other  places  adjacent  are  rich  in 
Roman  and  Norman  antiquities. 

AVhen  sinking  a  grave  in  1730  the  sexton  dis¬ 
covered  a  Roman  mosaic  pavement,  since  found 
to  extend  beneath  East  Mersea  Church  ;  but  what 
interested  me  more  than  ancient  pavements  was 
the  fact  that  the  island,  within  comparatively 
recent  times,  had  been  a  smuggling  entrepot, 
where  cargoes  of  French  bra.ndy,  bales  of  silk, 
lace,  and  other  contraband  commodities,  were 


successfully  “  run,”  landed,  and  conveyed  inland. 
The  creeks  were  well  adapted  for  the  “  jolly 
free-traders  ”  to  sail  quietly  into  under 
cover  of  night  with  their  “  smacks  ”  or 
“  luggers,”  built  ostensibly  for  fishing  pur¬ 
poses.  Smugglers  were  acquainted  with  every 
nook  and  corner  of  the  marshes  ;  the  farm¬ 
houses  and  barns  were  constructed  with  “  secret 
hides  ”  and  places  of  concealment ;  one  old 
mansion,  quite  near  the  coast,  and  surrounded  by 
lofty  walls,  I  retain  a  vivid  remembrance  of.  It 
was  full  of  trap-doors,  passages  built  between  the 
walls,  and  narrow  staircases  descending  to 
vaults  or  up  into  the  garrets ;  hiding-places, 
or  exits  for  escape  in  event  of  pursuit  by 
“  revenue  coastguards,”  as  the  custom-house 
officers  were  termed  in  the  good  old  times,  fifty 
years  ago. 

On  one  of  our  wild-fowling  excursions,  T. 

R - and  I  stayed  at  this  old  house,  and  in  the 

middle  of  the  night  I  was  awakened  by  a  man 
moving  about  my  room;  he  had  ascended  a 
secret  staircase  and  came  through  a  door  con¬ 
cealed  behind  the  “  hangings  ”  of  a  four-post 
bedstead  I  was  sleeping  on;  there  was  no  more 
rest  for  me  that  night,  so  I  arose  with  the  first 
gleams  of  daylight,  and  went  out  with  my  gun 
to  try  for  a  hare,  which,  as  a  rule,  are  plentiful 
on  the  marshes,  and  of  a  large  size. 

There  has  been  a  controversy  lately  in  sporting 
journals  as  to  whether  hares  will  take  to  the 
water  voluntarily. 

I  have  seen  hares  bred  on  the  sea  marshlands 
do  this ;  they  appear  to  like  the  sweet  herbage 
that  grows  on  the  “  saltings  ”  of  the  coast,  and 
islands  in  the  estuary,  which  are  always  sur¬ 
rounded  with  water ;  and  I  have  seen  them 
deliberately  swim,  with  head  and  ears  erect,  over 
to  the  mainland  or  rice  versa;  in  fact,  when 
punting  on  Tollsbury  Creek,  I  once  captured  a 
hare  swimming  in  mid-stream. 

After  breakfast  we  hoisted  sail  for  Gunfleeb 
Sands  and  Harwich,  having  a  trawl-net  down 
most  of  the  way,  and  caught  fish  of  various 
sorts,  including  soles  and  lobsters  ;  these  last  two 

kinds  T.  R - and  I  took  home  with  us  to 

London,  the  others  the  men  found  a  ready  market 
for. 

The  sport  and  pleasure  that  can  be  obtained 
from  a  three  or  four  days’  fishing  and  fowling 
expedition  is  various  and  satisfactory ;  the  sea- 
breezes  are  health-giving  and  extremely  ex¬ 
hilarating,  producing  appetites  unknown  to  those 
in  “  cities  pent”  ;  the  way  in  which  “the  cobwebs 
of  the  brain  ”  are  blown  away,  is  something  to  be 
thankful  for,  and  men  return  to  every-day  life, 
like  “giants  refreshed.”  In  describing  a  sub¬ 
sequent  cruise  in  the  North  Sea,  I  will  mention 
the  fishing-tackle,  “  artillery,”  and  “  stores,’^ 
we  put  on  board  the  ‘'  Curlew,”  for  six  days’ 
fishing  and  shooting — from  Monday  morning  to 
Saturday  afternoon. 

I  may  just  mention  that  during  the  same  six 
days,  three  of  the  Mussetts,  with  two  of  the 
Mays  (their  cousins),  “  punt-gunning  ”  on  the 
Blackwater,  shot  five  tons  of  wild-fowl,  which 
they  forwarded  to  their  salesman  at  Leadenhall- 
market.  My  friend  and  I  saw  the  birds — geese, 
duck,  widgeon,  teal,  dunbirds,  &c.,  &c. — a  splen¬ 
did  lot,  in  the  primest  plumage  and  condition. 

In  the  numerous  wide  creeks  and  channels 
intersecting  the  mud  flats,  thousands  of  ducks 
and  other  sea-fowl  used  to  congregate,  and  in 
past  winters  brought  a  rich  harvest  to  the  men, 
who,  at  night,  “  punted  ”  after  them  with  their 
large  guns,  and  killed  them,  literally,  by  scores  at 
a  shot.  AVhen  fowl  were  in  the  estuary,  on  the 
flood-tide,  they  would  come  out  of  the  creeks  and 
“  pitch  ”  in  countless  numbers  on  “  The  Main,” 
or  open  water.  I  have  seen  many  acres  of  sea,  so 
closely  packed  with  geese  and  duck  (they  seldom, 
or  never,  mix  together),  that  when  they  took  wing 
it  was  like  a  cloud  “  lifting,”  and  I  have  known 
sixty  duck  killed  and  “  gathered”  after  one  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  big  punt-gun.  But  I  mention  what 
happened  previous  to  1876  ;  until  then,  wild-fowl 
were  “  sailed.”  Of  recent  years,  stedin  launches 
have  pursued  and  shot  birds  by  day  and  night,  on 
the  open  waters  and  up  the  channels,  so  harrying 
them  that  the  fowls  have  become  wild,  and  it  is 
now  difficult  to  approach  near  enough  to  get  a 
shot,  except  in  the  keenest  of  winters,  when  con¬ 
tinued  cold  and  hunger  make  the  birds  less  timid 
while  a  boat  sails  towards  them. 

(To  he  continued.) 


186 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


pVlARCH  18,  1893 


THE  BOOK  OF  THE  ROACH. 

By  the  Late  John  Geeville  Fennell. 

Edited  and  Revised  by  John  Bickeedyke. 

{Continued  from  page  132.) 

CHAPTER  YllL— continued. 

G-rotind-Bait. — We  have  elsewhere  remarked 
upon  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  which  exists 
in  different  localities  as  to  the  methods  to  be 
adopted  by  anglers  when  pursuing  their  favourite 
sport.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  reference 
to  ground-bait,  the  most  opposite  notions  as  to 
its  composition  and  use  prevailing  around  the 
metropolis  and  in  distant  counties.  The  London 
angler,  for  instance,  would  as  soon  think  of  setting 
forth  unprovided  with  ground-bait,  or  the  assur¬ 
ance  of  finding  it  ready  for  him,  as  he  would  of 
leaving  home  without  his  tackle  and  gentle-box. 
Nor,  when  he  had  arrived  at  his  swim,  would  he 
for  one  moment  dream  of  wetting  his  line,  unless 
to  plumb  the  depth,  before  he  had  cast  in  sufii- 
cient  of  this  ground- bait  to  draw  the  fish  together. 
And  this  practice  is  absolutely  necessary  in  those 
waters — notably  the  Thames  and  Lea — in  which 
the  custom  has  obtained  for  years  past;  and 
thereby  certain  places  in'  which  the  fish  have 
been  regularly  fed  are  as  regularly  frequented  by 
the  angler.  In  fact,  it  would  be  almost  useless  to 
fish  at  any  other  spot,  unless  it  were  ground- 
baited  some  time  previously.  [On  the  Upper 
Thames,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  best 
sport  is  obtained  in  new  swims.  The  fish  get  very 
shy  in  oft-frequented  swims. — J.  B.]  Mr.  Salter 
(who  was  an  excellent  bottom  fisher)  very  justlyob- 
serves  that  “  if,  however,  ground-bait  is  neglected 
by  the  inexperienced,  or  avoided  by  the  idle 
fisher,  little  success  will  attend  his  efforts  in 
bottom  or  float  fishing.”  Of  course,  he  means  in 
those  waters  in  which  the  fish  are  few  in  number 
or  have  been  long  accustomed  to  be  thus  fed. 
And  it  may  be  further  observed,  that  it  is  chiefly 
by  the  judicious  use  of  ground-baits,  and  by  fish¬ 
ing  at  a  proper  depth,  that  one  angler  is  more 
successful  than  another,  although  fishing  with 
the  same  baits  and  within  a  few  yards  of  each 
other. 

“Nor  is  this  surprising,”  remarks  Blaine, 

“  w'hen  the  rationale  of  the  action  of  ground-bait 
is  considered.  Fishes  naturally  congregate  where 
they  have  been  led  by  any  singularity  of  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  waters  they  inhabit ;  thus  they  are  on 
the  alert,  and  take  every  kind  of  bait  eagerly 
when  a  flood  is  coming  down ;  conscious  that 
food  of  different  kinds  is  forced  along  by  tbe 
sweeping  current,  they  are  on  the  look-out  to 
receive  it ;  and  thus,  also,  when  ground-bait  is 
thrown  down  it  attracts  the  attention  of  the  fish, 
and  draws  them  together;  and  although  their 
naturally  roving  disposition  may  carry  them 
away  again,  fresh  appetite  renders  their  absence 
short,  and  they  instinctively  return  to  the  scene 
of  former  plenty.”  But,  it  must  be  remembered, 
that  the  principle  of  ground-baiting  may  be 
abused,  and  judgment  ought  to  be  exercised  to 
determine  when  and  how  large  a  supply  is  re¬ 
quired,  so  as  to  attract  the  fish  without  glutting 
them.  For  the  same  reason  the  ground-bait 
ought  always  to  be  of  a  less  tempting  descrip¬ 
tion  than  that  used  upon  the  hook.  If  fish  are 
biting  pretty  well,  be  satisfied  to  leave  things 
alone ;  if  but  slowly,  and  other  causes  are 
obviously  at  work  to  prevent  their  feeding,  it 
is  folly  to  throw  in  any  more  ground-bait,  as 
it  would  only  accumulate,  and  enable  tbe  fish  to 
glut  themselves  as  soon  as  they  became  disposed 
to  feed. 

A  prevailing  opinion  exists  that  the  Thames 
puntsmen  over  ground-bait,  and  they  certainly 
do  so  to  a  very  great  extent,  if  quantity  be  con¬ 
sidered  ;  but  when  the  composition  of  the 
“doomps”  furnished  by  most  of  these  men  is 
taken  into  account-— that  is,  in  comparison  with 
the  ground-bait  you  would  make  yourself — the 
puntsman’s  three-parts  clay,  seasoned  with  a  little 
bran,  a  few  pigs’  potatoes,  and  sometimes  a  little 
.sour  bread ;  your  own,  a  quartern  loaf,  pollard, 
bran,  and  a  small  piece  of  clay,  or  a  stone,  to  sink 
a  ball  of  it,  the  fish  may  need  greater  bulk  in  the 
former  case  to  attract  them  at  all. 

On  the  principle  that  from  memory  fish  will 
repa  ir  to  spots  where  they  have  before  found 
food  in  considerable  quantities,  it  is  the  practice 


of  all  experienced  anglers  not  only  to  ground-bait 
during  the  time  they  fish,  but  also  the  evening 
before,  if  possible,  which  is  sure  to  detain  the  fish, 
or  bring  them  again  in  the  morning  to  revisit  the 
place;  and  it  collects  into  one  focus  those  fish 
whichotherwisewould  radiate  everywhere  around. 
So  convinced  are  anglers  of  the  advantage  of 
a  previous  evening’s  ground-baiting  that  many 
who  cannot  be  present  themselves,  send  or  give 
directions  to  have  it  done  for  them.  When  fish 
are  very  scarce,  it  is  politic  to  ground-bait  a 
place  for  several  successive  days  previously  to 
angling,  to  give  the  distant  fish  a  habit  of  coming 
to  the  spot  daily.  [I  have  already  pointed  out 
that,  besides  attracting  the  fish,  ground-bait 
makes  them  incautious.  The  Trent  angler  uses 
very  little  ground-bait,  so  little  that  it  cannot 
have  any  collecting  powers  on  the  fish.  It  simply 
causes  them  to  feed  on  a  particular  bait.  The 
Trent  angler  is  most  particular  in  using  the 
same  hook-bait  and  ground-bait,  but  the  latter 
inferior  in  quality  to  the  former. — J.  B.] 

In  the  use  of  ground-baits,  the  nature  of  the 
water  and  the  kind  of  fish  should  be  considered. 
It  is  essential  that  the  ground  and  hook-baits 
be  of  the  same  character,  but  not  necessary  that 
their  qualities  be  the  same  ;  the  latter  should,  on 
the  contrary,  be  more  attractive,  or,  as  we  might 
say,  piquant:  A  quick,  rapid  stream  must  have 
massive  ground- bait,  that  will  resist  the  current ; 
in  still  waters  that  which  is  more  easily  diffused 
is  to  be  preferred,  there  being  no  current  to  carry 
it  away. 

Roach  and  dace,  chub  and  bream  frequent  spots 
where  malt  and  malt-house  sweepings,  chaff,  bran, 
&c.,  have  been  previously  scattered,  and  particu¬ 
larly  where  grains,  wash,  or  like  refuse  find  their 
way  into  the  river  from  brewhouse  or  distillery. 

Carrion  unscoured  gentles  are  largely  used  for 
ground-bait  for  roach  and  barbel,  those  clean  and 
tough  from  being  cleaned  in  sand  or  bran  being 
generally  supposed  to  be  preferred  by  the  fish, 
but  this  preference  we  believe  to  be  entirely  con¬ 
fined  to  the  angler.  Scoured  gentles  are  cleaner 
and  tougher,  but,  as  we  have  stated  elsewhere,  we 
consider  that  a  large  black  and  white  gentle, 
fresh  from  fish  or  carrion,  is  far  more  tempting, 
even  to  the  most  fastidious  fish. 

Bran  and  clay  ground-bait  is  the  one  most 
commonly  used  amongst  fishermen  and  anglers 
for  roach,  dace,  and  bleak.  Take  some  adhesive 
clay,  and  mix  with  it  a  quantity  of  bran  or  coarse 
pollard.  Of  this  mixture  drop  in  here  and  there 
around  you  masses  of  the  size  of  a  small  hen’s 
egg.  If  the  current  be  strong,  put  a  stone  within 
each  ball  sufficient  to  sink  it,  and  cast  it  in  rather 
above  the  part  of  the  water  you  wish  it  to  rest  in. 

“  This  ground-bait,”  says  Blaine,  “  we  recommend 
as  the  most  proper  for  swift  streams  and  currents 
of  large  rivers,  as  the  Thames,  &c.  In  such 
watep  a  large  supply  is  necessary  to  meet  the 
driftings  and  solvent  powers  of  the  rapid  flow ; 
and  this,  not  being  costly,  can  be  thrown  down  in 
liberal  quantities,  on  which  success  so  much 
depends  ;  and,  there  existing  nothing  to  glut  the 
fish,  there  is  no  fear  of  satiety.” 

A  meal  ground-bait  is  one  which  is  particularly 
calculated  for  the  deep  pools  of  rivers  and  gentle 
eddies  which  form  the  strongholds  of  roach,  dace, 
chub,  and  carp.  Among  the  London  anglers  we 
think  it  is  in  more  common  use  in  the  Lea  than 
in  the  Thames,  which,  perhaps,  is  owing  less  to 
its  extreme  lightness  of  texture  than  to  the 
cupidity  of  the  puntsmen  who  usually  accompany 
the  angler,  and  are  very  frequently  allowed  to 
find  ground-bait  for  him,  for  which  they  make  a 
charge ;  and  as  a  shilling  or  eighteenpence  for 
bran  and  clay  will  pay  better  than  two  shillings 
or  half  a  crown  for  bread  and  pollard  in  sufficient 
quantities,  so  bran  and  clay  are  usually  recom¬ 
mended  ;  and,  for  reasons  before  stated,  are  per¬ 
haps  sufficient  for  all  ordinary  fishings,  but  a 
meal  ground-bait  is  certainly  more  attractive,  and 
where  much  is  expected  much  must  be  done  to 
deserve  it. 

Mr.  Salter’s  method  of  making  this  ground- 
bait  is  One  of  the  best,  and  agrees  with  our  own 
in  essentials.  He  says,  “  For  a  day’s  angling  a 
(juartern  loaf  is  necessary,  the  crust  of  which  will 

*  Say,  rather,  desirable  than  “  essential,”  for  do  we 
not  g-round-hait  with  bread  and  bran,  and  bait  our  hooks 
with  gentles.  But,  without  doubt,  the  angler  will  suc¬ 
ceed  best  who  mixes  into  his  ground-bait  gentles  if  he 
be  fishing  with  gentles,  wheat  if  ho  he  fishing  with 
wheat,  and  so  on. — J.  B. 


cut  off,*  the  crumb  to  be  cut  in  slices  about  two 
inches  thick,  and  put  into  a  pan,  or  some  deep 
vessel,  and  covered  with  water  ;  when  the  bread 
is  quite  soaked  squeeze  it  nearly  dry,  then  add 
the  bran  and  pollard  by  handfuls,  equal  quantities 
of  each,  and  knead  them  together  similar  to 
making  bread,  until  the  whole  is  nearly  as  stiff  as 
clay.  In  making  this  ground-bait  it  requires 
some  labour  and  time.  The  qualities  of  this 
ground-bait  for  cleanliness,  and  its  tendency  to 
attract  fish  will,  however,  amply  repay  any 
trouble  in  the  making  of  it.  It  is  to  be  observed 
of  it,  that  it  is  more  calculated  for  ground-baiting 
still  deeps  or  very  mild  currents,  it  being  neither 
heavy  enough  to  withstand  rapids,  nor  will  it, 
from  its  very  solvent  properties,  bear  a  stone  well 
within  its  masses.  The  best  ground  bait  is  that, 
in  every  situation,  which  remains  stationary  and 
dissolves  slowly.” 

Take  barley  meal  one  part,  mashed  potatoes 
three  parts,  and  stiff,  clean,  adhesive  clay  or 
marl  two  parts ;  work  these  well  together  and 
they  will  form  a  cheap  and  excellent  ground-bait 
for  almost  any  waters,  and  for  all  the  usual  fish 
for  which  ground-bait  is  used. 

A  very  useful  ground  bait  for  rivers  with  still 
deeps,  where  fish  of  almost  every  variety  abound, 
as  in  some  parts  of  the  Trent,  the  Severn,  and 
the  Wye,  may  be  made  as  follows ; — Mix  with 
some  stiff  clay  as  much  coarse  pollard  as  it  will 
bear  without  destroying  its  adhesiveness.  If  well 
worked  it  will  retain  its  tenacity  with  an  equal 
weight  of  meal  nearly.  At  the  water  side, 
separate  pieces  about  the  size  of  a  goose’s  egg, 
into  which  stick  a  few  worms  and  a  few  gentles. 
As  these  escape  from  the  dissolving  clay  they  are 
seized  on  by  the  fish,  who  continue  to  wait  in 
the  expectation  of  more,  and  are  thus  ready  to 
take  the  angler’s  bait  also  if  it  show  a  more 
tempting  appearance  than  the  other.  It  will  add 
to  its  good  qualities  if  some  well  soaked  greaves 
be  mixed  with  it.  From  long  experience  we  (;an 
recommend  this  ground-bait  strongly,  as  a  most 
excellent  one  for  the  still  deeps  of  very  large 
rivers. 

Fresh  brewer’s  grains  are  often  used  on  the 
Trent,  and  form  a  good  ground-bait,  particularly 
when  they  come  from  a  private  family,  as  these 
have  more  substance  than  those  from  a  brewery. 
Sand  may  be  mixed  with  them,  but  they  are  only 
fit  for  still  water  or  very  gentle  currents. 

Many  anglers  have  a  strong  and,  we  cannot 
help  feeling,  well-founded  aversion,  to  the  use  of 
any  ground-baits  for  roach  which  contain  clay, 
mud,  or  even  sand,  although  they  do  not  consider 
the  last  very  objectionable.  A  favourite  ground- 
bait  with  them  is  composed  of  barley  meal  two 
quarts,  toppings  or  pollard  two  quarts,  and  bran 
one  quart ;  it  should  be  mixed  with  hot  water, 
and  thoroughly  kneaded  until  quite  tough.  A 
few  boiled  potatoes  are  supposed  by  many  to 
improve  it  ;  this  bait  should  be  made  up  into 
small  balls,  with  a  little  clean  gravel  or  a  small 
stone  in  each.  If  well  made  it  is  so  tough  that  it 
will  stand  well  in  the  strongest  stream. 

For  ponds  a  little  chewed  bread  may  be  used 
from  time  to  time,  or  some  stale  crumb  of  bread  well 
kneadedup  with  a  little  cold  water  until  it  will  sink 
when  thrown  in.  These  last  disperse  directly  they 
reach  the  water,  and  are  very  effective. 

Carrion  Gentles. — We  must  not  omit  this 
favourite  bait,  but  we  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
used  on  the  same  day  the  place  is  to  be  fished. 
They  should  be  thrown  in  the  day  before;  this 
may  be  managed  either  by  enclosing  them  in  clay 
balls,  or,  what  perhaps  is  better,  by  tying  them  up 
with  a  quantity  of  sand  in  a  piece  of  coarse  open 
canvas,  and  throwing  the  “  pudding  ”  into  the 
place  intended  to  be  baited  ;  of  course  taking  the 
precaution  of  attaching  a  string  to  the  canvas,  to 
draw  it  out  when  done  with.  The  gentles  will 
work  through  the  cloth  and  soon  reach  their 
destination. 

When  fishing  the  next  day  two  or  three  gentles 
may  be  added  to  each  small  ball  of  ground-bait, 
but  if  many  be  used  the  fish  will  gorge  them¬ 
selves  and  neglect  the  hook. 

*  The  crust  should  be  left  on.  It  undoubtedly  renders 
the  ground-bait  more  attractive,  and  there  is  no  difficulty 
about  breaking  it  up  small  and  intimately  mixing  it  in 
with  the  rest  of  the  mass  if  it  is  scalded  and  soaked  for 
an  hour.  Old,  but  not  mouldy,  crusts  from  the  bread- 
pan  are  economical  and  useful  additions  to  the  ground- 
bait.— J.  B. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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anir  terics 


Ox  Thursday,  Mr.  Heniy  Young,  of  Cleeve, 
Goring,  Oson.,  captured  a  very  fine  pike  weighing 
251b.  loz. ;  it  was  a  very  handsome  fish,  and  was 
caught  in  Cleeve  Mill  pool,  paternostering.  It 
has  been  sent  to  London  to  be  set  up.  The 
length  was  38in. ;  girth,  19|in. 


The  presence  of  an  otter  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  any  stream  is  easily  determined  by  its  foot¬ 
prints,  which  differ  from  those  of  any  other  ani¬ 
mal.  The  otter  has  five  toes,  and  the  print  of  his 
pad  ”  very  much  resembles  a  miniature  human 
liand,  the  “  thumb,”  however,  being  imperfectly 
developed.  Should  these  and  an  abundance  of 
“  foil  ”  at  any  time  alarm  riparian^  owners  or 
angling  associations,  our  advice  is  this — send  for 
the  nearest  pack  of  otter  hounds,  turn  out  in 
earnest,  and  enjoy  what  is  without  doubt  one  of 
the  grandest  and  most  exhilarating  of  our  English 
pastimes — an  otter  hunt.  But  be  satisfied  with 
a  few  kills— do  not  extirpate  the  animal,  or  you 
as  anglers  may  live  to  rue  the  day. 


Hatc  iiixg  of  Fish  under  Hens  ix  China. — The 
Chinese  have  a  method  of  hatching  the  spawn  of 
fish,  and  thus  protecting  it  from  those  accidents 
which  generally  destroy  a  large  portion  of  it. 
The  fishermen  collect  with  care  from  the  margin 
and  surface  of  water  all  those  gelatinous  masses 
which  contain  the  spawn  of  fish,  and,  after  they 
have  found  a  sufiicient  quantity,  they  fill  with  it 
the  shell  of  a  fresh  hen’s  egg,  which  they  have 
previously  emptied,  stop  up  the  hole,  and  put  it 
under  a  sitting  fowl.  At  the  expiration  of  a 
certain  number  of  days  they  break  the  shell  in 
water  warmed  by  the  sun.  The  young  fry  are 
presently  hatched,  and  are  kept  in  pure  fresh 
water  till  they  are  large  enough  to  be  thrown  into 
the  pond  with  the  old  fish.  The  sale  of  spawn  for 
this  purpose  forms  an  important  branch  of  trade 
in  China. — Gardener's  Magazine. 


The  protection  of  public  and  private  rights  as 
regards  the  river  Thames  is  receiving  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  attention.  There  is  the  proposal 
of  the  London  County  Council  to  add  seven  of 
its  members  to  the  Board  of  Thames  Conser¬ 
vancy,  and  in  opposition  to  this  has  been  formed 
the  Thames  Association  at  Reading,  which  is 
more  or  less  officered  by  the  conservators,  and 
might  be  termed  a  Riparian  Owners’  Electioneer¬ 
ing  Agency.  That  association  seeks  to  keep 
things  as  they  are,  and  does  not  apparently  con¬ 
cern  itself  with  public  rights.  As  a  sort  of 
counterpoise  to  this,  a  committee  is  at  the  present 
moment  working  out  the  details  of  an  Upper 
Thames  Public  Rights  Association,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  1,  Park-street,  Maidenhead,  and 
branches  in  the  riverside  towns.  This  association 
would  find  plenty  of  work  in  connection  with 
obstructions  in  back-waters,  opposition  to  the 
use  of  the  towing-path  and  ferries,  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  camping-out  grounds  and  landing  plac^, 
the  preservation  of  the  natural  beauties  of  the 
river  and  its  fisheries,  &c.  It  should  and  doubt¬ 
less  will  be  largely  supported  by  the  people  of 
London,  who  regard  the  Thames  as  one  of  their 
natural  treasures.  It  is  interesting  to  note  in 
this  connection  that  at  a  meeting  of  anglers  in 
London,  representing  all  the  up-river  fishery 
preservation  societies,  and  some  five  or  six 
thousand  members  of  London  angling  clubs,  a 
strong  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  calling 
upon  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  and  the  County 
Council  to  petition  the  Privy  Council  to  disallow 
certain  bye-laws  proposed  by  the  conservators 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  allowing  an  almost 
unlimited  amount  of  fish  destruction  by  Thames 
fishery  owners  and  persons  imagining  themselves 
to  be  in  that  position.  The  chairman  (Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston)  informed  the  meeting  that  upwards  of 
£28,000  of  public  money  had  been  spent  in  im¬ 
proving  the  Thames  fisheries,  and  that,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  Queen’s  counsel  which  had 
been  taken  that  afternoon,  the  conservators  had 
ample  powers  to  altogether  prohibit  netting 
in  the  Thames. — The  Daily  Graphic,  March  15th, 
1893. 


FISHEEIES  EXHIBITION  AT  THE 
ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

With  the  title  of  “  The  Fisheries,”  an  exhibi¬ 
tion  relating  to  angling  was  opened  on  Thursday 
afternoon  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster, 
which,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  scene  of 
the  late  Piscatorial  Exhibition.  The  present 
exhibition  has,  according  to  the  catalogue,  been 
organised  by  Mr.  E.  A.  du  Plat,  B.A.,  of  St. 
John’s  College,  Cambridge,  and  promises  to  be 
of  a  very  successful  character.  Requisites  for 
the  angler  are  well  to  the  front,  nearly  all  the 
fishing  tackle  manufacturers  who  exhibited  last 
March  having  taken  stands,  whilst  the  presence 
of  new  comers  is  also  noted,  and  there  is  much 
to  interest  the  angler  in  the  collection  of 
fishing  yachts,  boats,  and  punts,  which  is 
ranged  on  the  floor  of  the  building.  Amongst 
the  fishing-tackle  manufacturers  exhibiting  may 
be  mentioned  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick  ; 
Mr.  D.  Slater,  Hewark-on-Trent ;  Mr.  J.  R. 
Richardson,  Kingston-on-Thames ;  Mr.  G.  C. 
Cooper,  High  Holborn;  Mr.  Enright,  Castle- 
connell ;  Mr.  Hearder,  Plymouth ;  Messrs.  Bernard 
and  Son,  Piccadilly;  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scot- 
ford,  Cheltenham ;  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  Clapham 
Junction,  and  Mr.  Page  Wood,  Huntingdon. 
The  display  of  tackle  promises  to  be  on  a  much 
more  extensive  scale  than  that  at  the  recent 
Piscatorial  Exhibition ;  for,  late  on  Thursday 
afternoon,  little  more  than  half  the  rods,  winches, 
creels,  and  files  had  been  exposed  to  the  public  eye, 
yet  there  was  a  perfect  forest  of  rods  towering 
overhead,  and  the  show  cases  seemed  to  be 
rapidly  filling  with  the  fisherman’s  impedimenta. 
Our  representative  was  informed  that  one  well- 
known  tackle  dealer  alone  had  brought  with  him 
close  upon  500  rods,  and  the  show  will  be  quite 
a  record  one  when  completed.  One  of  the  stands 
is  devoted  to  sea-fishing  tackle,  and  here,  no 
doubt,  many  members  of  the  newly-formed 
British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  will  gather,  whilst 
at  the  other  stalls  the  trout  and  salmon  anglers, 
and  those  who  follow  up  the  roach  and  other 
coarse  fish,  will  find  ample  to  entertain  them. 
There  is  an  absence  of  stuffed  specimen  fish ;  but 
of  the  implements  used  in  their  capture  there  is 
a  grand  assortment,  to  which  we  shall  refer  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


THAMES  FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 

the  petition  to  her  majesty  in  council. 

The  bye-laws,  as  many  of  our  readers  are 
doubtless  aware,  were  published  in  the  London 
Gazette  early  in  the  month.  'The  conservators 
have  no  power  to  send  them  in  to  the  Privy 
Council  until  a  month  has  elapsed  after  such 
publication.  After  they  have  been  sent  in  to  the 
Privy  Council  there  will  be  a  month  during 
which  petitions  against  them  may  be  preseiRed. 
Possibly  the  conservators  may  revise  the  bye¬ 
laws  in  consequence  of  the  strong  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  subject  which  has  been  made  by 
the  two  great  associations  of  London  anglers  and 
the  Thames  Fishery  Preservation  Associations. 

Until  we  know  the  exact  form  in  which  the 
bye-laws  are  sent  to  the  Privy  Council,  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  consider  further  than  has 
been  already  done  the  petition  which  was 
explained  at  the  public  meeting  last  week.  We 
shall,  of  course,  keep  our  readers  posted  up  in 
the  movements  of  the  conservators,  and  will 
inform  them  when  the  time  comes  to  consider 
the  petition  and  sign  it.  Should  the  conservators 
make  further  alterations  in  the  bye-laws  it  may 
be  necessary  to  alter  the  petition.  Possibly,  one 
might  not  be  required.  But  if  the  conservators 
adhere  to  the  determination  of  stieking  to  the 
bye  laws  in  their  present  form,  the  time  for 
senting  petitions  would  probably  be  between  the 
middle  of  April  and  the  middle  of  May.  That  is, 
of  course,  assuming  the  conservators  send  the 
bye-laws  to  the  Privy  Council  at  the  earliest  date 
they  may  do  so  by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  this  matter  are 
strongly  advised  not  to  come  to  a,  hasty  decision 
should  the  conservators  make  any  fresh  proposals. 

It  would  be  most  advisable  to  consult  a  lawyer 
as  to  the  exact  effect  of  any  new  or  altered  bye¬ 
law,  and  woulu  be  most  unwise  to  give  any  pledge 
not  to  oppose  the  bye-laws  or  to  express 
unqualified  approval  of  them  until  full  time  had 
been  taken  for  discussion  and  consideration. 


A  HAY  ON  A  NORTH-WEST 
YORKSHIRE  STREAM. 

Glimpses,  from  the  railway,  of  some  lovely 
pools  and  streams,  in  one  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers, 
so  admirably  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
last  year,  by  Mr.  T.  Bradley,  led  me  to  try  my 
luck  there  early  in  July  last._ 

Having  obtained  permission  from  the  various 
landowners,  I  started  by  the  first  train,  one  dull 
morning,  and,  after  a  two  hours’  journey,  the 
tedium  of  which  was  considerably  enlivened  by 
the  varying  opinions  of  my  fellow-travellers  as  to 
the  probability  of  the  weather  proving  “  fine.”  I 

reached  the  little  wayside  station  of  B -  at  8 

o’clock.  A  short  stroll  brought  me  to  the 
prettily-situated  village,  from  which  I  speedily 
found  my  way  across  the  bridge  to  the  southern 
bank  of  the  weir-pool,  in  which  I  commenced 
operations.  A  few  quiet  rises  in  the  head  of  the 
pool  decided  me  upon  trying  the  effect  of  a 
floater.”  Putting  up  one  of  WalbraiTs  pale 
olive  duns,  I  rose  and  pricked,  at  the  first  cast,  a 
good  fish,  which  rapidly  made  its  way  down 
stream.  Casting  was  by  no  means  an  easy  task, 
owing  to  the  overhanging  boughs  on  either  hand, 
but  at  length,  after  being  “  hung  up  ”  several 
times,  and  after  pricking  and  losing  a  brac^  of 
small  fish,  I  managed  to  secure  two  brace  of  half- 
pounders.  Soon  the  heat  became  intense,  and  as 
all  signs  of  rising  fish,  except  smelts,  had  disap¬ 
peared,  I  substituted  a  worm  tackle  for  the  fly, 
and  fished  slowly  up  stream,  through  some  of  the 
most  charming  river  scenery  I  have  ever  seen,  pick- 
ing  up  here  and  there  a  trout  worth  basketing,  but 
more  often  returning  than  retaining  them. 

At  one  point,  a  pair  of  kingfishers  attracted 
my  attention,  their  brilliant  colouring  contrasting 
so  vividly  with  the  moss-covered  stones  on  which 
they  perched.  One  of  them  shortly  entered  a  hole 
in  the  bank  amongst  the  roots  of  a  tree,  but 
almost  immediately  came  out  again.  On  wading 
across  stream,  and  scrambling  up  the  I®im, 
found,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  a  kingfisher  s 
nest ;  it  was  composed  almost  entirely  of  small 
fish-bones,  but  contained  neither  eggs  nor  young. 
A  little  further  along  a  heron,  in  splendid  pm- 
mage,  stood  in  a  rocky  pool,  motionless,  save  for 
his  crest  and  breast  tuft,  which  were  gently 
stirred  by  the  breeze,  and  so  intently  watching 
the  pool  that  I  was  enabled  to  creep  up  within 
cast  of  him.  Twice  I  saw  him  strike  before  i 
disturbed  him,  and  each  time  a  small  silvery  form 
quivered  in  his  grasp  for  a  second  or  two  and 
then  vanished.  Never  did  I  regret  my  inability 
to  sketch  from  nature  so  much  as,  when  turning 
from  this  pool,  I  came  upon  a  series  of  miniature 
waterfalls,  hemmed  in  ny  high,  fern-clad  rocky 
banks,  forming  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots 
through  which  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  wander. 
Whilst  trying  to  reach  a  splendid  specimen  of 
a  crested  hart’s  tongue  fern,  my  foot  slipped  and 
down  I  slid  on  my  side,  right  under  one  of  those 
small  cascades— the  effect  was  cooling!  fortu¬ 
nately  I  had  the  whole  afternoon  before  me,  so 
that  by  train  time  I  was  thoroughly  dried  by  the 
action  of  wind  and  sun.  At  the  mouth  of  a  dry 
drain  I  saw  very  recent  traces  of  an  otter  the 
footprints  were  quite  wet,  so  that  he  must  have 
bolted  up  just  before  I  came  in  sight. 

The  character  of  the  stream  now  changed 
entirely,  from  a  rapid-running  rocky  one  with 
well-wooded  banks,  to  a  deep  sluggish  one  with 
alder-fringed  clayey  banks.  Wading  here  was 
almost  out  of  the  question,  so  changing  again  to 
the  dry  fly  and  taking  a  cast  where  practicable, 
I  sauntered  slowly  along  through  a  perfect  bota¬ 
nist’s  paradise,  in  which  meadow-sweet,  valerian, 
yellow  iris,  forget-me-nots,  bog-bean,  willow- 
herbs,  and  numberless  other  plants  unknown  to 
me  by  name,  lent  colour  to  the  scene  and  perfume 
to  the  warm  summer  air. 

A  closer  study  of  the  flora  of  this  swampy 
land  was  prevented  by  the  too  marked  attention 
of  a  vicious-looking  bull  which  came  floundering 
after  me.  Leaving  him  deeply  mired,  I  made  tor 
the  nearest  fence,  crossed  it  quickly,  and  in  a 

little  while  reached  C - -  station,  in  ample  time 

to  catch  the  afternoon  train  home,  where  i 


arrived  about  6  o’clock  tired,  hungry,  and  sun¬ 
burnt,  but  thoroughly  pleased  with  my  day  s 
sport.  In  all,  I  basketed  ten  brace  of  as  hand¬ 
some  little  trout  as  one  could  hope  to  see  on  a 
broiling  summer’s  day ;  they  weighed  ]ust  a  tnfie 
over  eleven  pounds.  • 
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HOW  TO  BREED  AND  REAR  TROUT. 

{Gonlinued  from  page  493.) 

By  T.  Andrews,  Guildford. 


TENTH  PAPER. 

A'ery  much  more  than  could  he  condensed  in 
these  papers  remains  to  be  said  concerning  the 
rearing  of  fry  to  yearlings,  and  I  also  think  we 
have  much  more  to  learn  respecting  this  branch 
of  fish  culture.  If  it  were  possible  to  practice 
all  the  year  round  with  successions  of  fry  just 
corning  to  feeding  point,  perhaps  the  question 
would  be  more  satisfactorily  settled ;  but  we  can 
only  get  a  short  time  each  season  to  experiment 
in  the  matter  of  feeding  young  trout.  I  mean,  of 
course,  very  young  trout,  viz.,  those  having  just 
absorbed  the  umbilical  sac,  and  this  is  a  matter 
which  entails  many  years  of  practical  experience. 

The  following  amusing  letter,  written  by  Mr. 
Fred  Mather,  was  published  in  the  twentieth 
annual  report  of  the  American  Commissioners  of 
Fisheries,  1892,  p.  64.  In  writing  to  a  friend 
who  enquired  of  him  concerning  the  rearing  of 
fry,  he  says  : — 

“  Dear  Sir, — In  your  letter  of  September  21st, 
you  propose  to  build  a  tank  and  feed  your  fry, 
and  ask  me  about  the  proportions  of  it.  I  will 
echo  the  advice  of  Punch  to  those  about  to  get 
married,  ‘  Don’t.’  The  feeding  and  rearing  of 
trout  fry  is  a  most  delicate  thing,  and  what  is 
known  of  it  by  the  few  successful  fish  culturists 
has  been  acquired  at  great  loss  of  time,  fry,  and 
money,  and  can  no  more  be  told  in  a  letter  than 
I  can  tell  you  how  to  play  on  a  musical  instru¬ 
ment. 

“  Thousands  of  people  try  this  every  year, 
men  who  would  not  attempt  to  run  a  farm,  a 
bank,  or  a  hotel  without  previous  experience, 
yet  they  seem  to  think  that  fish  culture  may  be 
undertaken  without  any  special  knowledge  of  it, 
or  of  training  in  it. 

“  This  error  is  not  confined  to  private  indivi¬ 
duals  or  clubs,  but  extends  even  to  men  who 
have  a  theoretical  knowledge  of  fish  culture, 
gained  by  reading  everything  that  has  been 
published  on  the  subject ;  and  its  literature  is 
voluminous. 

‘•My  advice  is,  ‘Don’t.’  But  if  you  do,  please 
keep  an  account  of  the  fry  put  in ;  the  dead 
taken  out  during  the  first  three  or  four  months, 
say  to  June  I5th;  and  then,  when  you  weaken, 
and  think  of  turning  the  remainder  out  to  shift 
for  themselves,  again  I  say,  ‘  Don’t.’  What  you 
will  have  left  will  be  only  the  ‘  tough  cusse.s,’ 
which,  like  myself,  have  withstood  the  horrors 
of  prison  life,  where  a  simple  bowel  comp'aint 
meant  death,  and  you  will  be  sure  to  kill  your 
fry  from  some  cause  that  I  cannot  foresee.  I 
regard  my  profession  as  akin  to  that  of  law  or 
medicine,  only  to  be  learned  by  study,  and  I 
cannot  tell  ycu  all  I  know  on  a  sheet  of  paper, 
only  this — do  not  attempt  to  feed  your  fry  or 
you  will  be  sorry.  We  can  beat  Nature  in  fer¬ 
tilising  fish  eggs  and  in  hatching  healthy  fry, 
but  our  food  is  strange,  and  we  cannot  beat 
her  in  feeding.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  best 
fish  culturists,  men  who  have  learned  their 
business  by  years  of  patient  toil  and  failures, 
and  who  could  be  easily  numbered,  can  profitably 
raise  trout  to  be  yearlings  for  planting,  and  I 
have  been  at  it  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  so  have  a  few  others.” 

Now,  with  the  greatest  deference  to  such  an 
authority  as  this,  and  agreeing  that  in  point  of 
numbers  fry  can  be  turned  out  at  very  much  less 
cost,  I  am  quite  sure  that  some  trout  breeders 
in  this  country  raise  yearlings  profitably,  and  I 
can  name  four  or  five  men  in  Great  Britain 
whose  accounts  will  show  a  margin  of  profit,  even 
though  it  be  small,  on  the  yearling  growing.  In 
this  country  persons  who  own  or  rent  trout  water 
require  sport  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  and 
are  willing  to  pay  a  good  price  for  good  yearlings 
and  two-year-old  fish  for  that  object.  It  most 
certainly  is  a  very  considerable  item  in  the  cost 
of  construction  of  a  fish  breeder’s  establishment, 
this  making  of  rearing  ponds  and  feeding  the 
fish,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  any  British 
fish  c’ulturist  has  made  any  considerable  amount 
of  money  over  it. 

As  to  the  advantages  of  planting  yearlings,  I 
do  not  think  any  one  will  doubt  that  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  wiser  to  place  100  yearlings  in  a  stream 


than  10,000  or  even  50,000  fry,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  most  of  our  streams  considered 
suitable  for  trout  have  already  a  few  fish  in  them, 
and  the  loss  from  cannibalism  will  naturally  be 
less  when  larger  fish  are  introduced.  It  is 
simply  a  question  of  cost  in  production  and  value 
to  the  purchaser,  and  persons  who  can  afford  the 
time  to  “go  a- fishing”  can  generally  afford  to 
spend  something  annually  on  stocking,  and  to 
keep  up  the  fishery  it  is  almost  always  found 
necessary  to  do  so. 

At  all  events,  at  the  present  time  the  principal 
trout  breeders  in  this  country  have  such  a 
demand  for  their  yearlings  and  two-year-old  fish, 
that  they  are  increasing  their  rearing  grounds 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  the  man  who  rears 
most  yearlings  will  make  most  money.  I  will 
readily  grant  that  if  a  fish  breeder’s  ponds 
are  in  some  remote,  out  of  the  way  place, 
many  miles  from  a  railway  station,  and  far  away 
from  the  centres  of  angling,  the  risk  of  loss  in 
removing  the  fish,  and  the  expense  attending  it, 
are  very  heavy,  leaving  scarcely  any  margin  as 
profit. 

I  look  at  trout  culture  in  two  ways — Does  it 
“  pay  ”  from  a  money  point  of  view  ?  and  does 
it  “pay”  as  materially  increasing  the  number  of 
trout  in  our  rivers  and  lakes,  so  that  there  is  a 
probability  of  affording  more  sport  to  the  fly- 
fisher?  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  trout 
fishing  is  becoming  more  and  more  popular 
every  year,  nor  can  there  be  any  aoubt  that  the 
facilities  for  indulging  in  it  are  greater,  although 
perhaps  it  is  getting  rather  expensive,  and  trout 
are  now  to  be  found  in  places  where  they  were 
never  seen  before  fisb  culture  came  into  operation, 
and  where  it  was  supposed  they  could  not  exist. 
I  believe  there  have  been  very  many  more  trout 
caught  in  the  river  Thames,  and  with  the  “  fiy,” 
too,  since  artificially  fed  fish  have  been  turned  in. 
There  always  have  been  a  few  large  fish  caught 
every  season,  but  from  what  I  have  seen  in  print 
lately  I  do  not  think  I  am  wrong  in  saying  that 
there  have  been  many  times  the  number  of  good 
fish  taken  from  the  Thames  since  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  good-sized  two  and  three-year-old 
trout — but  to  attempt  to  stock  the  Thames  with 
fry  is  extreme  folly.  What  excellent  sport  has 
been  obtained  up  to  the  present  time  on  Lake 
Vyrnwy,  the  new  reservoir  for  Liverpool,  which 
has  been  stocked  exclusively,  I  believe,  with 
artificially  bred  fisb,  and  as  it  was  supposed  to 
contain  but  few,  if  any  trout,  it  was  stocked  with 
fry  only.  What  might  not  have  been  done  with 
one  splendid  section  of  the  River  Test,  whose 
capacity  for  holding  trout  has  in  my  opinion 
never  been  fairly  tested  (excuse  the  joke)  ?  I 
have  walked  up  the  river  and  seen  but  a  dozen 
fish  where  there  should  have  been  hundreds — No 
wonder  they  were  a  Utile  shy.  Why  every  fish 
must  have  been  kept  in  a  constant  state  of 
nervousness  and  watchfulness,  and  must  almost 
haveknownthe  names  of  the  fishermen, if  notof  the 
artist  who  had  dressed  the  flies  !  No  wonder  they 
“  bulged  ”  and  “  shrimped,”  and  fed  on  larv®  with 
their  noses  down  and  tails  up,  and  declined  to 
feed  on  the  surface  ;  and  small  blame  to  them  for 
refusing  to  have  anything  to  do  with  food  at  all, 
when  past  experience  may  have  taught  them  that 
it  was  not  safe  as  long  as  a  man  was  in  sight. 
Partridges  get  somewhat  wild  af  er  being  shot 
at  a  few  times,  why  should  not  trout  possess  that 
same  instinct  of  self-preservation  which  is  so 
strong  in  all  of  us,  and  observe  in  their  own 
language  (whatever  that  maj^  be)  that  it  “  won’t 
do  to  feed  on  anything  at  all,  so  long  as  those 
men  are  looking  at  us.”  “  No,  we  must  dine  very 
late  this  evening,  after  those  people  have  given 
up  fishing,  being  too  dark  for  their  dull  eyes ; 
then,  when  the  coast  is  all  clear,  we  will  use  our 
eyes  to  some  purpose,  and  that  purpose  shall  be  to 
fill  our  stomachs  while  they  are  in  bed  and  asleep, 
for  they  will  be  at  us  again  to-morrow  morning  ! 

“  When  the  sun  first  appears  in  the  sky, 

And  illumines  the  depth  of  the  T  .  .  .  ,’  &e.,  &o.” 

There  is  an  excellent  story  told  by  an  old  Test 
keeper,  which  I  heard  whilst  grayling  fishing  last 
autumn.  He  says  a  man  was  standing  one  day  on 
the  bridge  over  a  grand  shallow,  and  a  trout  put 
his  head  up  and  asked  him  if  there  was  any  nearer 
way  up  to  Stockbridge.  ‘'  Why?”  said  the  man. 
“  Because  it  ain’t  safe  for  to  travel  up  this  way, 
the  blooming  river  is  so  full  of  fish-hooks,”  replied 
the  fish. 


Now  “trout  culture”  comes  to  nothing  after 
all  unless  yearlings  can  be  raised  in  numbers 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  time  and  money  spent 
over  the  hatchery  and  ponds,  and  this  will  apply 
as  forcibly  to  the  operations  of  an  amateur,  as  to 
the  more  extensive  and  costly  establishment  of 
a  professional  trout  breeder. 

I  have  said  that  amateurs  will  find  an  immense 
amount  of  amusement  and  most  interesting  occu¬ 
pation  in  endeavouring  to  rear  their  ovn  fry, 
but  I  also  said  (in  other  words)  that  they  must 
often  be  content  to  get  a  few  hundred  fry  out  of 
a  few  thousand  eggs,  and  a  few  dozen  yearlings 
out  of  their  fry.  It  has  often  occurred  that  a 
very  respectable  number  of  yearlings  has  been 
raised ;  and  I  can  give  several  instances  of 
amateurs  having  a  rearing  pond  or  two,  and 
raising  a  sufficient  number  of  yearling  fish  for 
their  wants,  continuing  their  experiment  year 
after  year;  but  taking  into  consideration  the 
cost  of  construction  of  the  ponds,  and  the  time 
required  attending  to  the  hatchery  and  feeding 
the  young  fish,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  from 
a  money  point  of  view,  most  amateurs  would  be 
able  to  buy  their  stock  fish  at  far  less  cost.  All 
depends  on  the  character  of  the  water,  the  care 
bestowed  in  hatching  and  feeding,  and  the  suit¬ 
ability  of  the  rearing  ground.  If  a  place  can  be 
found  where  the  “  fall  ”  is  sufficient,  and  where 
the  water  is  of  a  suitable  quality  and  sufficient  in 
quantity,  there  appears  to  me  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  rear  a  fair  number  of  fry  to 
yearlings,  and  so  keep  up  their  stock  of  store 
fish;  but — here  comes  the  point — as  a  rule, 
amateurs’  ponds  are  so  badly  constructed  that 
there  is  a  probability  of  their  runniug  dry  from 
insecure  building,  or  the  water  supply  fails  ;  or 
the  levels  are  so  incorrect  that  the  pond  cannot 
be  drained  off  so  as  to  ensure  the  removal  of 
every  yearling  fish.  Then  again,  they  are  not 
always  careful  that  no  fish-eating  birds  can  get 
at  their  fish.  Then  comes  the  feeding  question, 
for  fed  the  young  fish  must  be,  either  artificially 
or  else  by  the  cultivation  of  natural  food,  and 
this  again  involves  considerable  time  in  col¬ 
lecting,  and  some  knowledge  as  to  where  it  is  to 
be  found  and  how  to  move  it,  and  so,  from  one 
cause  or  another,  after  a  year  or  two  of  anxious 
work  and  considerable  expense,  they  decide  that 
they  will  no  longer  continue  to  hatch  their  own 
ova  or  rear  the  fry. 

I  do  not  presume  to  teach  my  old  friends,  the 
experienced  trout  breeders  of  this  country,  but 
for  the  benefit  and  instruction  of  amateurs  and 
novices  these  papers  are  written,  and  if  I  can 
explain  the  ways  and  means  to  ensure  some  sorb 
of  success  I  shall  be  only  too  glad. 

I  will  now  give  some  of  my  experience  with 
regard  to  the  natural  food  of  trout,  and  I  firmly 
believe  that  we  shall  all  rear  more  yearling  fish, 
and  these  of  a  larger  size,  when  we  provide  the 
natural  food  of  trout  in  greater  quantities,  and 
to  this  end  I  am  aiming  by  the  construction  of 
rearing  grounds  for  the  insects. 

The  chief  natural  food  of  trout  consists  of 
Gammarus  pulex,  Limnos,  the  larvm  of  all  aquatic 
insects,  and  the  perfect  fly.  I  will  take  first  the 
insect  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  most  valuable 
as  flesh-making  food,  viz.,  the  Gammarus  pulex, 


Gammarus  Pulex. 


or  fresh-water  shrimp.  This  insect  is  not  found 
in  all  fresh  water,  and  will  not  exist  in  some, 
even  when  introduced ;  but  where  there  is  much 
vegetation,  particularly  “  water-cress,”  or  “  star- 
wort,”  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  water,  it  generally 
thrives,  and  it  can  be  transported  either  in  water 
or  in  damp  weed  without  any  great  difficulty.  In 
moving  this,  as  well  as  any  other  insects,  there 
must  be  no  crowding,  and  metal  or  earthenware 
vessels  should  be  used,  or  they  will  find  their  way 
out  of  the  bottom  ;  therefore,  hampers  or  baskets 
must  not  be  used.  The  “  Gammari  ”  breed  freely, 
and  I  have  seen  them  in  pairs  at  all  seasons ;  but 
the  early  spring  is  their  principal  breeding  time. 
1  have  never  found  more  than  about  forty  young 
shrimps  to  one  female,  although  I  have  examined 
and  taken  the  young  away  from  very  many. 
The  young  shrimp  is  carried  about  by  the 
female  in  the  folds  of  the  swimmerets,  in  nearly 
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if  not  precisely  the  same  manner  as  lobsters  and 
prawns  and  crayfish  carry  their  young  ;  and  if  a 
pair  of  adult  shrimps  are  caught  and  the  female 
— which  is  usually  smaller  than  the  male — be 
placed  in  the  palm  of  the  hand,  a  camel's  hair 
pencil  will  detach  the  eggs  or  the  young 
shrimp.  This  is  to  my  mind  the  very  best 
natural  food  for  the  young  fish  of  seven  or 
eight  weeks  old.  It  is  exactly  what  one 
would  expect  a  young  trout  to  “  go  ”  for — 
an  active  little  morsel,  not  absolutely  micro¬ 
scopic,  but  still  requiring  a  tolerably  good  pair 
of  eyes  to  discover  even  when  in  the  hollow  of 
the  hand.  I  can  imagine  nothing  more  suitable 
for  the  young  trout,  and  a  wise  Providence  has 
arranged  that  the  young  of  our  most  valuable 
fresh  water  fish,  viz  ,  the  trout,  should  require 
food  just  at  the  time  when  these,  as  well  as  many 
other  forms  of  insect  life,  start. 

Trout  which  have  fed  principally  on  the  fresh¬ 
water  shrimp  and  snails  will  have  red  flesh, 
owing,  I  think,  to  some  colouring  matter  in  the 
Crustacea  and  mollusca.  A  plentiful  supply  of 
.salt-water  mussels  has  this  year  caused  the  eggs 
of  my  breeding  fish  to  be  of  a  beautiful  colour, 
much  more  pink  than  when  the  fish  were  fed 
almost  entirely  on  horse-flesh.  This  colouring  of 
the  adult  fish  does  not  ensure  the  offspring  being 
pink  fleshed — this  must  necessarily  depend  on 
the  food  which  the  young  fish  eventually  get.  I 
have  known  many  persons  who  do  not  consider 
the  flavour  of  the  pink-fleshed  trout  superior  to 
that  of  a  white-fleshed  fish,  always  provided  that 
the  condition  nj  the  fish  is  equal.  It  is  certain 


Limn.®  Peeegra  and  Spawn. 


that  the  red-fleshed  fish  are  not  more  game  in 
the  water,  and  trout  are  frequently  taken  in  the 
same  stream  within  ten  yards  of  each  other,  and 
one  shall  have  red  flesh  and  the  other  white  flesh. 

I  imagine  that  a  trout  has  but  two  objects  in 
life — one,  and  that  the  most  important  and  im¬ 
perative,  to  fill  his  stomach  when  he  can,  and  the 
other  to  reproduce  his  species.  Provided  a  trout 
can  find  food  which  satisfies  his  hunger,  he  is  not 
very  particular  whether  he  gets  a  good  meal  off 
shrimps,  snails,  worms,  caddis,  larvae,  flies, 
minnows,  offal  from  the  drains,  or  even  small 
fish  of  all  kinds,  not  excepting  those  of  his  own 
species — very  probably  his  own  sons  or  daughters, 
nephews  or  neices,  and  there  can  be  no  reason 
for  supposing  that  he  cares  much  whether  his 
flesh  will  cut  red  or  white  when  his  time  comes 
to  be  put  on  the  table.  What  a  variety  of  food 
has  been  found  in  the  stomach  of  a  trout !  Autopsy 
only  can  show  this,  and  it  has  been  the  study  of 
many,  if  only  to  show  what  the  fish  have  been 
“  taking,”  and  may  be  likely  to  take  if  imitated 
by  feathers,  hackle,  and  silk,  and  offered  to  them 
in  a  skilful  manner. 

It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  discuss  the 
various  modes  of  fishing  for  trout,  nor  to  explain 
how  to  kill  them.  It  takes  some  years  to  become 
an  expert  fly-fisherman,  and  there  are  many 
cbarming  books  on  the  suViject.  My  business  is 
how  to  produce  the  fish,  and  I  shall  let  the 
catching  of  them  alone  in  these  papers. 

Next  in  importance  as  food  for  young  trout  I 
con.sider  to  be  the  young  of  the  Limnse  (water 


snail)  and  of  many  varieties  I  prefer  Lininx 
peregra.  It  contains  a  large  amount  of  what 
I  may  call  “  meat,”  and  is  of  a  highly  nourish¬ 
ing  character.  These  spawn  generally  in  March 
and  April,  and  the  young  snail,  just  freed 
from  the  gelatinous  substance  in  which  it  is 
enveloped,  is  another  dainty  morsel  for  a  young 
trout.  Little  fish  of  an  inch  long  can,  and 
do,  pick  the  tiny  snails  off  the  weeds,  and  at 
this  stage  the  shell  of  the  Limnee  is  so  soft  that 
the  slightest  touch  will  break  it,  and  it  is  easily 
digested  by  the  young  trout. 

The  larva;  of  aquatic  flies  also  forms  a  staple 
food  for  young  fish,  and  even  the  commonest  of 
them  all,  viz  ,  the  ordinary  gnat  {Gulex)  supplies 
an  immense  amount  of  food.  At  a  certain  season 
this  can  be  obtained  by  placing  tubs  of  water  in 
any  convenient  place,  when  the  gnats  will  deposit 
their  eggs  in  little  chocolate-coloured  patches, 
and  these  will  in  due  time  hatch,  and  can  be 
collected  in  a  muslin  net.  The  perfect  gnat 
congregates  in  the  air,  usually  of  an  evening, 
and  when  a  sudden  puff  of  wind  causes  them  to 
come  within  reach,  numbers  of  them  can  be 
caught  with  a  moist  butterfly  net,  but  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  these  is  tedious,  and  an  hour’s  beating  the 
air  will  often  result  in  but  very  few  flies.  I  cer¬ 
tainly  did,  one  year,  rear  in  a  tank  in  my  garden 
500  or  600  fish  up  to  seven  or  eight  months  old 
in  this  way,  and  by  collecting  from  a  stream  close 
by  the  larvas  from  the  weeds.  This,  again,  was 
tedious  work,  and  occupied  a  considerable  amount 
of  time. 

{To  be  continued.) 


AN  IDEAL  DICTIONARY  OF 
FLY-DRESSING. 


By  Val  Conson. 


It  was  an  ideal  of  the  hot  wayward  youth  of 
my  fly-dressing  experience,  and,  in  view  of  it,  I 
expended  no  small  labour  in  digesting  from 
numerous  authorities,  and  upon  a  uniform  prin¬ 
ciple,  all  the  dressings  of  all  the  flies  (except  May¬ 
flies)  on  which  I  could  lay  my  hands.  It  was  a 
great  idea,  but  its  vastness  did  not  appal  me, 
and,  put  shortly,  it  was  as  follows  : — 

First. — A  chapter  on  materials  for  fly-dressing. 

Second. — A  chapter  on  instruments  for  fly¬ 
dressing. 

Third. — A  chapter  on  all  the  modes  of  fly¬ 
dressing,  very  comprehensive  and  explicit. 

Fourth. — A  general  review  and  classification  of 
all  the  insects  which  the  angler  imitates,  with 
their  British  and  scientific  names. 

Fijth. — Illustrations  (coloured)  of  Green,  White, 
and  Black  Drakes,  with  a  chapter  with  woodcuts 
descriptive  of  the  standard  patterns  only,  and 
explaining  that  there  is  no  uniformity  or  system 
in  the  dressing  of  most  Mayfly  patterns. 

Six.. — Illustrations  (coloured)  of  all  the  March 
Brown  series  (including  August  Dun)  and  its 
spinners,  followed  by  the  dressings  :  1st,  floaters  ; 
2nd,  winged  wet  flies  ;  and  3rd,  hackle  wet  flies, 
taken  from  every  author  in  the  Bibliotheca  Pisca- 
toria,  and  from  every  other  source  available,  and 
classified  according  to  such  system  as  I  could 
evolve  out  of  the  chaos.  The  dressings  to  be 
described  on  Mr.  Halford’s  principle  —  Wing, 
Body,  Bib  or  Tag,  Hackle,  Whisk,  Hook.  The 
approximate  season  to  be  given  to  each  fly,  and 
the  names  of  all  the  authors,  and  the  date  or 
approximate  date  of  each  book  from  which  the 
dressing  is  taken.  Where  several  give  the  same 
dressing,  all  names  to  be  given,  and  their  differ¬ 
ences  (as  in  sizes  of  hooks)  to  be  cited.  The  style 
of  dressing  deemed  most  appropriate  to  each  pat¬ 
tern  to  be  indicated  by  reference  to  a  section  of 
chapter  three.  The  local  names  to  be  given. 
Standard  dressings  to  be  so  distinguished. 

Seven. — Illustrations  (coloured)  of  the  Blue 
Dun  series  ;  followed  by  every  dressing  similarly 
treated. 

Fight — The  Olive  Dun  series,  similarly  illus¬ 
trated  and  treated. 

Nine — The  Yellow  Dun  series,  similarly  illus¬ 
trated  and  treated. 

Ten. — The  Red  and  other  spinners  of  all  the 
Duns  of  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  chapters,  similarly 
illustrated  and  treated. 

Eleven. — The  Iron  Blue  series,  through  all 


shades  to  the  Pale  Watery  Dun,  similarly  illus¬ 
trated  and  treated. 

Twelve. — The  Jenny  Spinners  of  all  the  Iron 
Blue  series,  similarly  illustrated  and  treated. 

Thirteen. — The  Phryganida;  to  be  grouped  like 
the  Duns,  and  treated  similarly. 

Fourteen. — The  miscellaneous  flies,  grouped  in 
their  orders  and  treated  as  above. 

Fifteen. — The  Beetles. 

Sixteen. — General  Plies,  i.e.,  flies  which,  with¬ 
out  being  a  copy  of  any  specific  fly,  bear  a 
likeness  to  a  number  of  flies — as  Hoflawd's 
Fancy. 

Seventeen. — Fancy  flies,  i.e.,  such  as,  so  far  as 
we  know,  resemble  nothing  in  the  heaven  above, 
or  the  earth  heneath,  or  the  waters  on  or  under 
the  earth. 

Eighteen. — Lists  of  flies  for  typical  local 
waters. 

Lastly. — A  most  elaborate  index. 

My  idea  was  that  nothing  could  have  a  larger 
effect  in  restoring  our  classification  of  our  British 
Flies  to  something  like  intelligibility  than  such 
a  work  as  this.  It  would  teach  anglers  and 
dressers  natural  history.  If  generally  successful, 
it  would  enable  anglers  to  order  flies  by  reference 
to  the  book,  and  in  time  bring  about  a  truer  com¬ 
prehension  of  the  subject  among  all  classes  in¬ 
terested.  It  was  my  design  to  obtain  from  every 
tackle  maker  of  note  in  England,  and  from  other 
authorities,  lists  of  flies  suitable  to  their  localities 
and  hints  as  to  sizes  of  hooks,  with  any  dressings 
which  they  claimed  as  peculiarly  their  own  ;  and 
I  intended  to  give  the  maker’s  name  as  supplying 
the  particular  fly,  if  his  claim  appeared  sub¬ 
stantiated. 

It  was  a  beautiful  dream,  and  I  might  have 
gone  a  long  way  towards  carrying  it  out,  but — 
always  that  “but” — I  found,  first,  that  there 
were  myriads  of  patterns  which  no  cunning  of 
mine  could  identify  with  any  natural  fly  in  par¬ 
ticular  ;  secondly,  that  many  of  them  ought  to 
be  shed;  and  thirdly,  that  new  patterns  were 
being  invented  and  published  in  the  sporting 
press  at  a  pace  which  defied  me  to  overtake  them, 
so  that  my  work  would  be  obsolete  in  no  time. 

My  first  experience  of  really  practical  fly¬ 
dressing  cured  me  finally.  I  was  set  down  for  a 
fortnight  with  a  very  small  stock  of  flies  on  a 
strange  river,  ten  miles  fz’om  the  nearest  town, 
and  more  from  a  fly-dresser,  and  I  had  to  rely  on 
myself  or  perish  piscatorially.  I  relied  on  myself. 
I  caught  the  flies  on  the  water,  and,  throwing 
book  learning  to  the  winds,  imitated  the  flies 
with  such  materials  as  I  fancied  suitable,  and  I 
had  quite  enough  success  to  cure  me  of  rever¬ 
ence  for  a  pattern  merely  because  it  was 
described  in  a  book,  and  I  have  ever  since  been 
an  advocate  of  iree  trade  and  free  thought  in  fly¬ 
dressing  as  opposed  to  tradition.  Wherefore  I 
make  a  present  to  whoso  will  of  the  scheme  of 
my  Ideal  Dictionary  of  Ply-dressing,  and  may  he 
make  it  a  great  success. 


STRAY  CASTS  FROM  ATHLONE. 


By  Mona. 


Our  trout  and  salmon  fishing  here  has  com¬ 
menced.  We  speak  first  of  the  latter.  There  are 
the  cynically-inclined,  who  sneer  at  it  as  “  sport.” 
You  mount  a  pair  of  gudgeon  on  Archer  or 
other  tackle,  and  monotonously  troll  them  over 
the  “  fords  ”  of  the  Shannon,  getting  out  of 
the  performance  as  much  enjoyment  as  you 
can.  It  is  not  indeed  a  wildly  exciting  pas¬ 
time,  e.specially  for  the  unhappy  piscator — alas, 
poor  F - ;  I  knew  him,  Horatio! — who  re¬ 

signedly  watches,  or  at  least,  did  watch,  his  two 
rods  daily,  from  February  til]  April,  hanging 
over  the  gunwales  wuthout  getting  a  single  pluck. 
Man,  however,  has  no  other  possession  but  hope. 
A  fish  is  worth  hooking,  though,  in  these  months. 
He  is  fresh  run;  smacks  of  the  salt  in  fact,  dies 
game,  and  generally  turns  the  scale  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  201b.  Six  fish  to  a  boat  is  a  fair 
average  for  the  three  months  ;  from  ten  to  twelve 
have  been  got,  however,  and  an  odd  grilse  (pealj 
is  occasionally  picked  up  in  summer  with  fly, 
worm,  or  shrimp.  For  the  springers,  though, 
your  gudgeon  is  the  only  chance,  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  say  the  fishing  is  free,  as  no  sane 
man  would  give  his  money  as  well  as  his  time 
and  misery  for  the  sport  (?),  but  then  of  course 
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the  question  lies  whether  your  angler  ever  is  a 
sane  man.  A  singular  feature  about  this  spring 
fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Athlone  is  this  : 
the  water  swarms  with  pike;  in  summer,  fire  and 
six  dozen  have  been  taken  in  a  day  with  the 
gudgeon,  yet  in  early  spring,  aetually  fewer  pike 
than  salmon  take  the  gudgeon.  This  is  a  most 
merciful  interposition  of  Providence  so  far  as  it 
goes,  for  had  it  been  otherwise,  salmon  fishing 
would  be  entirely  out  of  the  question. 

A  spring  fish  killed,  say,  on  February  1,  about 
a  hundred  miles  from  the  sea  is,  to  me,  some¬ 
thing  of  a  mystery  and  a  wonder.  He  probably 
left  the  sea  about  the  close  of  the  Christmas 
holidays,  and  had  he  not  fallen  in  fight  would 
have  given  signs  of  his  presence  in  the  river  up 
till  May.  After  that  his  movements  are  obscure, 
but  occasionally,  though  very  rarely,  he  has  been 
taken  on  tly  or  worm  in  June  or  July — a  red 
fish.  Now,  what  is  he  after  in  the  river? 
Spawning  ?  Will  he  kill  time  till  the  grip  of 
winter  is  on  the  water,  and  so  betake  him  to  the 
redds  on  family  matters  bent  ?  If  so,  when  will 
he  fall  down  to  the  sea  a  kelt,  so  that  he  can 
shake  off  the  marks  of  his  long  sojourn  in  his 
native  stream,  and,  after  getting  into  the  pink  of 
condition,  be  back  here  by  the  middle  of  January 
at  the  latest  ?  Or  does  he  only  visit,  as  in 
alternate  years  ?  Truly,  there  seems  things  in 
the  water,  as  well  as  in  heaven  and  earth,  not 
dreamt  of  in  our  philosophy. 

Well,  our  season  may  be  said  to  have  opened 
propitiously.  On  the  1st,  three  fish  fell  to  as 
many  boats  ;  next  day,  four  were  accounted  for, 
then  we  had  one,  and  on  Saturday  another. 
There  were  four  boats  working.  The  knowing 
ones  judged  the  water  to  be  in  good  ply  on  the 
1st;  in  fact  to  be  the  very  thing,  as  only  an 
inch  or  two  of  water  was  coming  over  the  weir 
wall.  But  alas !  ere  the  day  closed,  the  rain 
came  down,  and  steadily  all  night  it  kept  on 
coming,  neither  was  there  much  cessation  on 
the  next  day,  and  so,  with  a  roaring  torrent 
rolling  over  the  wall,  the  aforementioned  wise 
ones  ominously  shook  their  hands,  and  even 
almost  suggested  the  putting  away  of  tackle. 
The  event  showed  they  were  right,  too.  The 
fish,  in  fact,  seem  to  love  to  disport  them¬ 
selves  in  the  lively  water  of  the  cascade  rapids, 
but  when  a  regular  Niagara  sets  in  they  take  it 
as  a  hint  for  business,  and  so  they  dash  up  the 
falls  and  away  to  the  lake,  leaving  your  poor 
angler  lamenting.  Of  course,  another  head  of 
fish  may  be  expected  in  a  week  or  two,  and  the 
water  may  then  be  in  suitable  fettle,  who  knows  ? 
Netting  begins,  too,  in  another  week,  and  few 
things  are  better  calculated  to  soothe  and  sweeten 
the  angler’s  life  than  the  spectacle  of  your  nets- 
man  brandishing  a  potstick  and  battering  the 
brains  out  of  struggling  fish  w'hich  he  has  just 
hauled  on  to  the  grassy  margin  out  of  the 
favourite  “beat.”  At  such  times  there  is  fre¬ 
quently  an  exchange  of  amenities,  but  we  may 
take  them  as  read  for  the  present.  Some  two 
seasons  ago  two  nets  got  upwards  of  300  fish 
here,  and  the  disgusted  and  disheartened  rodsters 
poured  out  their  griefs  to  Sir  T.  Brady  and  one  of 
his  colleagues,  who  gave  them  a  long  and  patient 
hearing.  The  nets  were  shortened  a  little  in 
consequence,  and  certainly  nothing  like  that  one 
harvest  has  been  made  since,  though  probably 
the  shortening  of  the  nets  has  had  very  little  to 
do  with  it.  Our  best  fish,  so  far,  was  161b. 
There  was  one  141b.,  and  I  saw  one  only  101b. 
Our  large  fish,  however,  are  not  about  till  next 
month. 

A  few  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  local 
streams  with  worm,  and  big  baskets  are  looked 
forward  to  when  the  present  flood  fines  down  a 
little  ;  but  with  regard  to  trout  fishing  here,  the 
lake’s  the  thing.  Last  year,  prosecutions  were 
threatened  against  certain  salmon  anglers  for 
alleged  illegal  practices,  and  summonses  were 
even  issued  ;  but  finally,  withdrawn.  However, 
while  the  friction  lasted,  things  piscatorial  were 
looked  into  a  little  by  the  threatened  parties  and 
their  friends,  with  an  eye,  probably,  to  the  in 
quoque  argument,  and  certainly  their  labour  was 
not  in  vain.  One  legal  gentleman  assured  me 
that  he  had  positive  proof  that  upwards  of  half  a 
ton  of  trout  was  despatched  to  market  by  train 
on  the  morning  of  the  first  day  of  the  season.  Of 
course,  this  was  perfectly  legal,  as  he  pointed 
out ;  “  but,”  said  he,  “  do  you  not  think  it  time 
the  world,  or  at  least,  the  angling  world,  should 


know  'that  we  have  anglers  here,  who,  to  two 
boats,  can  kill  between  midnight  and,  say,  eight 
o’clock,  something  like  lOcwt.  of  trout  ?  They 
could  not  have  netted  them,  of  course,  as  nets  are 
not  allowed  till  a  fortnight  later,  nor  taken  them 
earlier,  as  the  season  was  only  a  few  hours  old.” 
Certainly  such  a  record  deserves  mention,  and  it 
was  mentioned  a  month  or  two  later,  to  one,  who, 
it  was  supposed,  would  take  a  very  great  interest 
in  it  indeed,  if  only  for  professional  reasons, 
even  to  the  extent  of  satisfying  himself  that 
such  a  miraculous  feat  was  really  accomplished. 
But  we  were  mistaken.  The  “Board”  did  not 
give  two  brass  farthings  for  the  trout.  Salmon 
alone  pays.  Trout  indeed  !  most  destructive  they 
are — devour  salmon  roe — are,  in  fact,  little  better 
than  “  varmint.”  After  this  I  pulled  in  my 
horns  a  little,  but,  plucking  up  heart  of  grace,  I 
meekly  ventured  to  observe  that,  anyway,  the 
board  might  not  adopt  a  dog-in-the-manger 
policy  with  us  poor  trout  fishers ;  they  will 
neither  protect  our  fish  nor  let  us  catch  them. 
There  are  scores  of  “  otters  ”  raking  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  lake  winter  and  spring  (those  caught  too 
early  for  sale  are  kept  in  artificial  tanks  till  the 
opening  day  of  the  season)  and  not  a  penny  is 
paid  for  one  of  them.  Now  if  one  of  us  take  out 
a  cross-line  licence,  and  mount  a  harmless  neces¬ 
sary  “  otter,”  your  local  bailiff  drops  on  us ;  so 
the  lake  becomes  exclusively  the  happy  hunting- 
ground  of  the  poacher.  The  “  otter  ”  is  the  only 
way  a  few  trout  can  be  taken  till  the  May-fly  is 
up,  and  yet  we  who  are  willing  to  pay  for  our 
engine  must  stand  idly  by  while  the  hardy  islan¬ 
der  rakes  away,  without  leave  or  licence,  and 
snaps  his  fingers  in  all  our  faces.  However,  he 
said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  all  that,  and,  in 
fact,  the  conclusion  one  had  to  come  to  was  that, 
if  one  wanted  to  kill  trout,  the  only  plan  was  to 
become  an  islander,  and  chance  it. 


FRIENDS  OF  MY  YOUTH. 


By  Red  Palmek. 


How  frequently  I  look  back  to  the  forties  and 
fifties,  when  living  in  a  small  Hampshire  town. 
How  I  used  to  revel  in  sport. 

Dear  old  Tom  T - ,  both  of  us  fond  of  the 

gun,  the  rod,  and  the  cricket-bat,  how  we  would 
filch  a  little  time  from  business  now  and  then, 
and  be  oft'  up  the  river. 

In  those  days  owners  of  fishing  waters  seldom 
asserted  their  rights,  and  were  hardly  thought 
of.  Our  only  care  was  to  keep  on  good  terras 
with  the  tenants,  by  not  trampling  the  long  grass 
or  breaking  down  the  fences,  or  by  offering  them 
a  brace  of  trout  occasionally,  which,  by  the  bye, 
were  seldom  accepted.  With  oil-skin  low  hats  of 
a  nautical  type,  velveteen  jackets  with  pockets 
in  the  skirt  that  would  accommodate  either  a  hare 
or  three  or  four  brace  of  trout,  leather  leggings, 
and  stout  hob-nailed  boots,  we  cared  little  for  the 
weather.  Although  both  keen  anglers,  we  were 
somewhat  roughly  found,  as  the  sailors’  phrase  is, 
but,  “  sufficient  for  the  day,”  &c.  Trout  were 
not  so  highly  educated  then  as  they  are  now.  A 
12-foot  rod,  with  a  multiplying  reel,  about  thirty 
yards  of  mixed  silk  and  hair  line,  a  few  strands 
of  strong  gut,  and  a  small  assortment  of  flies, 
made  by  some  local  hand  (frequently  an  inmate 
of  the  workhouse),  consisting  of  March  Browns, 
Palmers,  May-flies,  and  white  moths,  constituted 
our  equipment ;  and  with  skill  and  perseverance 
we  have  frequently  trudged  home,  after  a  five  or 
six  mile  walk,  with  our  vel  veteen  jackets  drag¬ 
ging  heavily  on  our  shoulders.  Then  the  next 
morning  some  drooping  invalid,  or  some  old 
friend,  was  gladdened  with  a  brace  of  trout  for 
breakfast. 

Tom  was  a  far  better  angler  than  1  was  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  but  I  could  generally 
beat  bim  with  the  May-fly.  I  recollect  on  one 
occasion  we  started  from  home  about  five  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  and  commenced  fishing  at  six. 
When  we  reeled-np  at  dusk  he  had  four  brace  of 
trout,  and  I  had  eight  brace.  I  attributed  my 
greater  success  then,  and,  after  many  years  of 
experience,  I  still  believe  it  was  owing  to  my 
having  got  the  knack  of  imitating  the  drop  of  a 
May-fly  on  the  water.  Having  a  heavier  body 
in  proportion  to  the  size  of  its  wings  than  other 
flies,  it  falls  suddenly,  and  creates  a  number  of 


concentric  rings,  which  attract  the  fish.  In  this 
and  all  other  respects  copy  nature  when  fishing. 

Then  again,  old  John  S - ,  and  I  use  the  term  j  i 

old  not  only  by  way  of  endearment,  but  in  recog-  'V 

nition  of  the  fact  that  he  is  now  in  his  eighty-  m 

sixth  year.  Never  was  there  a  man  more  staunch  ft 

and  loyal  to  a  friend.  ^ 

He  first  taught  me  to  cast  under  and  among  fl 

bushes,  and  to  get  out  of  them  again  without  E 

getting  entangled,  and  he  also  taught  nie  the  * 

value  of  Palmer-flies.  I  recollect  his  saying  on  4 

one  occasion,  “  There  is  a  trout  under  that  tree,  4 

and  I  must  have  him  out  of  it,”  and  sure  enough  *i 

he  did,  in  a  very  few  minutes,  although  it  was  a 
difficult  spot  to  get  at.  r 

Another  old  friend,  who  has  lately  gone  over  to  I , 

the  majority,  was  Alick  M - .  Many  a  mile  has  fi 

he  tramped  with  me,  just  for  the  sake  of  landing  J 

my  fish,  and  as  he  used  flatteringly  to  say,  “  to  4 

sit  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel.”  For  eight  years  | 

after  I  left  the  neighbourhood  has  he  been  on  the  f 

platform  of  a  certain  station  on  the  arrival  of  a  1 

certain  train  in  the  May-fly  season,  to  welcome  J 

me,  and  re-visit  together  the  spots  where  we  had  j 

spent  so  many  pleasant  days.  That  also  is  past.  f 
Still  it  is  pleasant  to  dwell  on  these  old  J 
recollections,  to  recall  the  capture  of  a  big  trout  S 
known  for  weeks  to  haunt  a  particular  spot,  or  ® 
the  occasion  of  hooking  and  landing  two  good  n 
fish  at  a  time ;  and.  turning  from  the  pleasures  of  M 
memory  to  those  of  hope,  to  look  forward  to  the  a 
coming  spring-time,  when  the  cowslips  will  again  w 
be  bursting  forth,  the  wood-pigeon  be  cooing  in  a 
the  coppice  as  of  old,  and  once  again  to  whip  the  j 
well-known  pools  and  scours  with  a  friend.  ^ 

Then,  at  night,  to  saunter  back  well-laden  with  •  J 
trout,  smoking  the  calumet  of  peace,  at  peace  « 
with  all  the  world,  pleased  at  having  had  good  1 
sport,  and  happy  still  to  be  able  to  exercise  the  ■ 
i  fly-fisher’s  craft.  I 


OTaltoniana 

Tiieee  has  been  a  monstrous  big  jack  taken  - 
from  the  Thames  just  above  Goring.  Young,  J 
brother  to  one  of  the  most  clever  fishermen  on 
the  Thames,  Bob  Young,  of  Medmenham,  caught 
it.  It  weighed  251b.  _  j 

After  a  most  disasterous  winter  for  angling, 
we  had  one  decent  week  before  the  close  season 
commenced.  Most  kinds  of  fish  were  feeding 
well,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  river  reports,  j 
though  in  some  parts  of  the  Thames  roach  fed  | 
badly  on  the  last  two  days  of  the  season.  From  b 
the  large  numbers  of  fry  in  the  ditches  this  m 
spring,  1  believe  that  last  year  must  have  been  i® 
unusually  favourable  for  spawning.  1  see  a  good 
many  yearling  perch  about,  and  baby  roach,  chub,  ^ 
and  gudgeon  are  simply  swarming  in  millions  in 
one  little  creek  I  wot  of.  S 


Sprinu  is  awakening  rapidly,  and  it  is  to  be  'I 
hoped  that  no  severe  frost  will  come  to  cut  down  )  s 
the  tender  shoots  which  are  springing  forth.  1 
What  a  pity  it  is  that  coarse  fish  will  spawn  just  |  1 
at  a  time  when  it  begins  to  be  pleasant  to  fish  for  ) 
them.  Trout  and  salmon  are  sensible  creatures,  .  1 
spawning  in  winter,  when  the  river-side  is  any-  a 
thing  but  pleasant ;  but  those  silly  pike  and  perch 
become  great  with  eggs  just  when  life  becomes  f 
worth  living  and  angling  a  pleasure.  Well,  those  i 
of  us  who  can  must  hie  away  to  some  lovely  trout  i ) 
stream.  _ 

The  very  full  renort  of  the  important  meeting  ^ , 
held  at  thf)  Foresters’  Hall  last  week,  speaks  for  ^ 
itself,  and  very  little  comment  is  necessary.  One  I  > 
thing  was  abundantly  clear — the  meeting,  witl>  ■ 
out  exception,  was  entirely  opposed  to  netting  and  1 1 
night-lining  in  the  Thames. 

After  the  meeting,  Mr.  0.  H.  Woodhall,  of  the  i 
'T.A.F.S.,  came  to  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  who  is  hon. 
sec.  of  the  Henley  Fishery  I’reservation  Asso- 1 
ciation,  and  told  him  that  he  was  so  pleased  with 
what  he  and  his  association  had  done  in  the 
matter  of  Thames  fishery  preservation  and  in 
making  such  a  good  fight  over  the  bye-laws,  that 
he  would  make  a  donation  of  two  guineas  to  the 
association,  lb  is  very  pleasing  to  me  to  make  : 


I 

1 

I 

1 
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public  this  act  of  generosity,  and  I  hope  Mr. 
Woodhall  will  pardon  me  bringing  his  light  out 
from  under  the  bushel. 


During  the  evening  I  made  what  was  to  me  an 
astonishing  discovery.  It  was  that  the  leading 
men  among  the  ‘London  anglers  had  expressed 
approval  of  the  new  bye-laws,  on  the  strength  of 
statements  made  them  by  the  conservators,  or 
some  official,  that  this  iniquitous  bye-law,  which 
has  now  been  thoroughly  exposed,  .was  made  in 
the  interests  of  anglers,  and  was  more  favourable 
to  the  public  than  the  one  which  had  been  with¬ 
drawn.  Owing  to  what  I  can  only  call  a  piece  of 
good  luck,  Mr,  Gough,  the  secretary  to  the  con¬ 
servators,  made  similar  statements  to  the  chair¬ 
man  a  few  hours  before  the  meeting,  and  the 
opinion  of  counsel  of  standing  and  eminence  was 
at  once  taken.  It  was  delightful  the  way  in  which 
he,  with  sound  legal  knowledge  and  common 
sense,  swept  away  the  cobwebs  which  persons 
interested  had  striven  to  weave  over  this  bye-law. 
“  It  practically  gives  the  owners  of  fisheries  power 
to  do  anything  they  like.  Have  your  meeting 
and  fight  them.”  It  is  not  often  one  gets  as 
definite  and  clear  opinion  as  that  from  a  lawyer. 


“  We  know  now  who  are  our  friends,”  said  Mr. 
Close  in  the  course  of  some  practical  remarks 
made  by  him  at  the  meeting.  Yes,  friendship 
is  only  to  be  gauged  by  performances  and  not 
by  fair  words  and  promises.  It  is  always  pleasant 
to  find  courtesy  in  officials  and  boards ;  it  is 
flattering  to  be  received  in  a  friendly  and 
sympathetic  manner.  But  does  not  the  great 
injustice  which  we  are  working  to  prevent  out¬ 
weigh  these  things  ?  Mr.  Wade  of  the  Central 
Association  came  to  the  meeting,  so  he  told  me, 
fresh  from  a  conference  with  the  secretary  and 
solicitor  of  the  conservators,  who  had  told  him 
that  the  bye-law  was  all  right,  and  gave  him  legal 
reasons  for  their  views.  Could  he  be  blamed  for 
believing  and  hoping  that  the  bye-law  was  just 
what  we  wished?  Of  course  he  could  not,  but 
I  venture  to  think  that  both  he  and  others  will 
not  be  quite  so  ready  in  the  future  to  accept 
statements  emanating  from  the  conservators  or 
their  officials,  however  plausible  and  however 
ingenious  they  may  be.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  corporation  conservators  have  been  told, 
as  was  Mr.  Wade,  that  the  bye-law  was  all  right 
and  in  accord  with  the  wishes  of  the  anglers. 
How  otherwise  are  we  to  understand  men,  who 
have  always  shown  true  sympathy  with  anglers 
by  action  as  well  as  by  words,  allowing  such  a 
thing  to  pass. 

Here  is  a  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of 
the  honourable  Board  of  Conservators.  Instead 
of  managing  the  affairs  of  the  Upper  Thames  by 
a  sub-committee  consisting  of  five  gentlemen 
whose  interests  are  mostly  opposed  to  those  of 
the  public,  with  one  or  two  London  members 
thrown  in,  form  a  committee  of  riparian  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  London  members  in  equal  parts, 
and  make  it  a  rule  that  when  the  voting  is  equal 
the  matter  shall  be  decided  by  the  whole  of  the 
board.  In  that  way  the  people  of  London  would 
have  some  chance  of  being  properly  looked  after 
by  the  board.  The  cheers  which  greeted  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston’s  remark  at  the  meeting,  relative 
to  the  London  County  Council  being  represented 
on  the  board,  were  significant. 


That  is  a  piece  of  gratuitous  advice  to  the 
conservators.  To  the  London  anglers  I  venture 
to  say,  whenever  you  are  asked  to  approve  of  a 
fishery  bye-law,  take  the  precaution  of  investing 
13s.  4d.  in  lawyer’s  advice.  Any  association  or 
club  could  afford  it,  and,  considering  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  having  these  bye-laws  properly  drafted, 
the  precaution  is  a  necessary  one.  Don’t  take 
the  advice  of  the  fox  as  to  the  construction  of 
your  fowl-house,  but  go  to  a  disinterested 
architect.  Templar. 


On  Monday  a  large  fresh-water  trout  was 
caught  in  the  Coquet,  at  the  Scots  Ford,  near 
Rothbury,  by  Robert  Brown.  The  fish  was  in 
excellent  condition,  weighed  41b.  loz.,  and 
measured  22in.  in  length.  A  dark  blue  wing 
with  dark  hackle  was  the  fly  which  it  took. 


Comspontrencc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment." — T.  E.  Peitt. 

RIVER-KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  contributions  from  the  following  as  the 
final  list  for  publication:  Anglers’  Association, 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  Anglers’  Pride,  Second 
Surrey,  Sundial,  Independent  Brothers,  Rich¬ 
mond  Piscatorial,  Brompton,  Junior  Piscatorials, 
Clapham  Junction,  Globe,  Battersea  Friendly, 
Burton  Piscatorials,  Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  Sons, 
J.  Richardson,  Tom  Keeble,  Canard,  T.  Rolls, 
M.  H.  Blarney,  T.  R.  Sachs,  Dr.  Brunton,  James 
Clapp,  Kennell,  and  H.  B.  Eyre. — Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Brougham,  Sec. 

March  15,  1893  (my  75th  birthday). 


THE  MALVERN  ASSOCIATION  OP 
ANGLERS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  report  of  the  annual  dinner 
of  this  association,  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  on  the  11th  inst.,  I  notice  that  Mr.  P. 
Thomas,  in  giving  the  toast  of  “  The  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  ”  (Mr.  P.  Miller),  is  reported  to  have  said 
“  that  it  was  the  vice-president  who  first  brought 
the  society  into  existence.”  This,  Sir,  is  not 
correct.  What  Mr.  Thomas  said  was  “  that  he 
believed  Mr.  Miller  was  present  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  association,  and  that  the  great 
success  which  had  attended  the  association  from 
its  formation  was  mainly  due  to  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Miller,  in  con]  unction  with  the  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  L.  P.  Higgs.” 

Mr.  Thomas  is  well  acquainted  with  the  fact 
that  the  association  was  founded  in  1888  by  Mr. 
Higgs,  the  present  hon.  secretary,  and  I  cannot 
understand  why  your  correspondent  should  have 
so  reported  the  toast. — Yours  faithfully, 

A  Member. 


THE  HOOKED  TERRIER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  issue  a  paragraph 
appeared  in  “  Goosequill’s  ”  notes  anent  ‘‘  a  well- 
known  tackle  maker  at  Eton  ”  hooking  a  terrier. 
”  Goosequill’s  ”  informant  was  evidently  not 
there.  The  facts  were  briefly  these.  I  had  taken 
a  salmon  spinning-rod,  with  “  Dee  ”  tackle  ready 
baited,  down  to  the  raft  to  show  Mr.  Jervis 
Smith,  of  Craigellachie,  the  action  and  casting 
from  winch  for  salmon.  On  returning  with  rod, 
the  terrier,  always  very  playful  with  me,  saw  the 
bait  dangling  from  my  hand,  which  held  the  rod 
and  tackle.  He  jumped  and  made  a  snap  at  it, 
getting  hooked  in  the  lip,  but,  fortunately,  the 
lower  triangle,  which  was  in  roof  of  the  mouth, 
did  not  get  well  home,  otherwise  it  would  have 
been  serious  for  the  dog.  One  of  Mr.  Winter’s 
men,  by  holding  his  head  and  paws  firm,  enabled 
me  to  extract  the  hooks  with  as  little  pain  as 
possible,  though  the  music  during  extraction  was 
terrible.  Instead  of  coming  to  me  now  the  poor 
little  chap  makes  me  the  centre  of  a  five-yard 
diameter  circle. — Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  Bambridge. 


TWO  SALMON  ON  AT  ONE  TIME. 

Sir, — Under  “  Scotch  Notes,”  by  Mac,  in  the 
issue  of  the  11th,  it  is  reported  that  a  gentleman 
had  one  day  four  fish  on  Loch  Tay,  and  “  two  of 
them  he  had  on  at  one  time.” 

May  I  ask  if  it  is  to  be  understood  that  these 
two  fish  were  on  the  same  rod,  and,  I  presume, 
on  two  flies  ?  Also,  if  he  landed  these  flsh,  for 
it  is  one  thing  to  have  fish  “  on  ”  and  another  to 
land  them,  especially  two  of  an  average  of  20ilb. 
— I  am,  &c.,  P.  M.  Leslie. 

P.S. — A  brother  angler  wants  to  know  whether 
the  cast  was  of  single  gut,  and,  if  so,  where  he 
can  procure  similar  ones. 


TROUT  PISHING  IN  BELGIUM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  would  be  kind  enough  to  let  me 
know  whether  there  is  any  good  trout  fishing  to 
be  had  in  Belgium,  and  give  me  some  details  on 
the  subject. — Y'ours  faithfully,  S.  L. 


LOWER  THAMES  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sir, — As  there  has  not  been  at  present 
that  response  to  the  circulars  I  issued  that  I 
should  like  to  have  seen,  I  have  not  a  very  flaring 
report  to  make  this  week.  However,  I  have 
promises  of  a  little  more  than  £20  up  to  the 
present,  which  it  is  proposed  to  spend  on  turning 
fish  into  the  river  very  shortly.  I  have  had  an 
interview  with  Mr.  John  Asly,  who  has  private 
fishing  and  netting  rights  between  the  City  Stone 
and  Bell  Weir,  and  he  very  kindly  promised  not 
to  net  out  any  trout ;  also  said  he  would  do  what 
he  could  to  .support  the  society,  and  gave  me  a 
subscription.  The  following  are  the  subscriptions 
up  to  the  present : — 


£  s. 

d. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq . 

10  10 

0 

C.  Walsh,  Esq . 

2  2 

{) 

G.  Attenborough,  Esq . 

J.  Hyde,  Esq.,  Anglers’  Rest  Hotel,  Bell 

1  1 

0 

Weir  . 

1  1 

0 

E.  Blaines,  Esq.,  Paokhorse  Hotel,  Staines 

1  1 

0 

John  Asly,  Esq . 

1  1 

0 

G.  Bishop,  Esq . 

1  1 

0 

C.  Wheeley,  Esq . 

1  1 

0 

A.  P.  Govett,  Esq . 

1  1 

0 

Capt.  Warren . 

1  0 

0 

J.  Mason,  Esq . 

0  10 

(! 

G.  Rowles,  Esq . 

0  10 

0 

W.  Green,  Esq . 

A.  Hebbnrn,  Esq.,  Cricketers  Hotel, 

0  10 

C 

Chertsey  . 

0  5 

0 

Total  . 

£2i  15 

6 

I  hope  that  all  those  interested  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  trout  fishing  in  the  Thames  will  give 
me  their  support.  All  communications  and  sub¬ 
scriptions  will  be  duly  acknowledged. — Yours 
truly,  A.  Burrows,  Hon.  Sec. 

Lower  Thames  Trout  Preservation  Society, 
Colne  Cottage,  Staines. 


PACIFIC  COAST  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  Peb.  4, 
that  Sir  Rose  Price  deprecates  placing  of  Pacific 
coast  salmon  in  your  waters.  I  can  assure  him 
that  he  need  not  feel  the  least  alarm  as  to  any 
harm  being  done,  however  great  the  quantity 
planted,  none  will  return  after  they  go  to  the 
sea.  Nearly  all  the  Atlantic  coast  rivers  of  the 
United  States,  from  Maine  to  South  Carolina, 
also  many  in  New  Brunswick,  year  after  year 
have  been  stocked  with  all  the  good  varieties  of 
Pacific  salmon  fry,  but  there  is  not  an  authentic 
account  of  a  single  specimen  having  been  seen 
or  taken,  after  the  migration  of  smolt  to  the 
sea. 

The  late  Spencer  P.  Baird  was  fully  persuaded 
of  the  uselessness  of  trying  to  acclimate  them 
on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  some  years  before  his 
death  gave  up  all  attempts. 

Sir  R.  Price  is  entirelij  mistaken  as  to  Pacific 
salmon  not  taking  the  fly,  some  kinds  do  not, 
but  on  some  streams,  at  certain  seasons,  several 
varieties  take  the  fly  as  freely  as  an  Atlantic 
salmon,  this  I  can  easily  prove. — Y’ours  respect¬ 
fully,  Frank  Todp.' 

Calais. 


PISHING  IN  WEST  BRITTANY. 

De.ar  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  correspondents 
kindly  tell  me  of  one  or  two  places  in  Western 
Brittany  where  a  little  trouting  may  be  had  in 
late  April  or  early  May.  I  believe  that  the  lower 
fishing  near  the  coast  is  not  open  till  J une.  Am 
I  right  ?  The  fishing  in  the  non-navigable  upper 
portions  is  not,  I  believe,  subject  to  the  same 
restrictions.  Is  this  correct? — Yours  trulv, 

G.  S.  D. 


PISHING  AT  SEATON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
G.  H.  Rippin,  re  "  Fishing  at  Seaton,  end  of 
March,”  I  think  he  will  get  reliable  information 
by  applying  to  Edward  Newton,  fisherman, 
Seaton. — YVurs  faithfully,  Herbert  T.  Howes. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  correspon¬ 
dents  kindly  let  me  know  where,  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Ireland,  I  can  procure  good  salmon  and 
trout  fishing  from  the  middle  of  April  (sea-trout 
for  choice).  An  answer  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  greatly  oblige — A'ours  truly, 

Beresford  Baker. 
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THE  THAMES  RIVER-KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

The  river-keepers,  Conservancy  men,  &c.,  who  have 
nnder  their  care  the  watching  and  preservation  of  the 
fish  in  the  Thames,  were  entertained  at  dinner  on  Friday 
night  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  at 
the  Castle  Hotel,  Hampton  Court.  The  dinner,  which 
is  annually  organised  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  is 
always  looked  forward  to  with  much  pleasure  by  the 
men,  as  it  gives  them  the  opportunity  of  meeting  each 
other  once  a  year.  That  all  have  done  their  duty  well 
may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  no  case  of  poaching 
or  netting  has  been  reported  since  the  last  gathering, 
and  it  is  very  evident  that  the  Thames  was  never  better 
protected  than  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall,  .J.P.  (chairman  of  the  Thames  Angling  Pre¬ 
servation  Society!,  presided,  and  amongst  those  present 
were  Dr.  Coates,  Messrs.  C.  H.  Woodall  (deputy- 
chairman  of  the  society),  G.  H.  Harrison,  J.P.,  H.  T. 
Tatham,  Arthur  Price,  George  Newson,  N.  H.  Kennell, 
A.  E.  Armstrong,  James  Clapp,  J.  Ive,  J.  H.  Gough 
(secretary  Thames  Conservancy),  W.  R.  Lawes,  &c. 
The  keepers  were  headed  by  G.  J.  Rough  (Thames 
Conservancy),  Inspector  Little,  Sub-Inspector  Drum¬ 
mond,  Geo.  Rosewell,  W.  Milburn,  J.  Johnson,  &c. 
The  dinner  was  served  in  excellent  style  by  Host  Mayo, 
and,  after  the  good  things  had  been  disposed  of,  harmony 
prevailed,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  several 
toasts  were  proposed,  opening,  of  course,  with  “  The 
Queen  and  Royal  Family.” 

The  Chaihman  gave  “The  Thames  Conservancy,” 
and  said  that,  as  they  were  aware,  the  Conservancy  were 
only  too  anxious  and  glad  to  do  whatever  they  could  in 
the  interests  of  angling  and  anglers.  Just  now  the 
Conservancy’s  new  bye-laws  were  creating  a  great 
amount  of  discussion,  hut  in  his  opinion  they  were 
meeting  the  anglers  in  a  very  liberal  spirit.  He  coupled 
with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Gough,  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Gough,  in  acknowledging  the  toast,  said  he 
appreciated,  more  than  ever  at  the  present  time,  the 
hearty  wa.y  in  which  they  had  received  him,  because  the 
Board  of  Conservancy  had  been  passing  through  a  kind 
of  crisis  during  the  past  few  weeks.  He  referred  to  the 
drafting  of  the  new  bye-laws,  and  said  that  before  Mr. 
Bund  drew  them  up,  the  opinions  of  the  anglers  were 
obtained  on  the  subject,  and,  whatever  exceptions  were 
taken  to  the  draft,  it  had  been  drawn  up  to  further 
the  angling  interests  of  the  Thames.  No  body  in  the 
United  Kingdom  could  have  the  interests  of  the  public 
more  at  heart  than  the  Thames  Conservators,  but  un¬ 
fortunately  certain  points  in  the  bye-laws  did  not 
recommend  themselves  to  a  large  body  of  anglers. 
(Hear,  hear.)  To  one  influential  association  of  anglers 
they  did  recommend  themselves,  but  the  conservators 
again  placed  the  matter  in  Mr.  Bund’s  hands,  and  the 
modifications  in  the  bye-laws  had  been  published  in  the 
Oaz‘tte  and  the  Times,  and  he  thought  that  practical 
anglers  would  agree  with  him  that  the  present  bye-laws 
were  eminently  suited  for  the  Thames.  Mr.  Gough  then 
referred  to  the  conservators  having  abolished  trailing, 
live  and  dead  gorge  fishing,  and  having  reserved  the  use 
of  the  cast-net  to  river-keepers.  Upon  urgent  repre¬ 
sentation,  the  conservators  were  also  going  to  allow 
night- fishing  from  the  bank  below  Staines.  It  was 
impossible,  however,  for  the  conservators  to  satisfy 
every  one,  and  gentlemen  whom  they  knew  very  well, 
held  certain  views  as  to  bye-law  33,  which 
regulated  the  netting  rights  of  the  riparian  owners. 
On  Wednesday  morning  he  (Mr.  G  lugh)  had  had  the 
honour  and  pleasure  of  seeing  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  on  the  subject,  and  he  was  sure  that,  from  a 
letter  he  had  since  received  from  Mr.  Marston,  he  felt 
that  the  intentions  of  the  conservators  were  most  sincere 
in  their  desire  to  reserve  to  the  anglers  in  the  Upper 
Thames  all  the  rights  they  could  possibly  lay  claim  to. 
(Applause.)  He  wished  to  impress  upon  those  present 
the  desire  the  Conservators  had  to  study  the  interests  of 
■the  public  as  representing  the  angling  community  ;  and 
he  could  only  say  that  the  deputations  which  had 
attended  before  the  Board  had  expressed  themselves 
most  satisfied  with  the  attention,  courtesy,  and  con¬ 
sideration  which  had  been  given  to  their  views.  Regard¬ 
ing  the  sizes  of  fish,  one  association  had  expressed 
themselves  in  favour  of  jack  being  increased  from  18in. 
to  22in. ;  but,  considering  the  representations  made  on 
the  other  side  by  another  association,  and  that  trailing 
was  to  be  done  away  with,  as  also  live  and 
dead  gorge  fishing,  it  was  felt  that  the  jack 
would  have  plenty  of  opportunity  to  increase.  He 
thought  the  river  should  be  made  a  roach  river,  and 
not  a  jack  river,  for  the  roach  was  generally  the  poor 
man’s  fish,  and  if  they  had  increased  its  standard,  it  would 
not  only  have  interfered  with  club  anglers’  sport,  but 
with  that  of  people  who  had  no  connection  with  angling 
societies.  The  conservators  were  not  persons  who 
placed  themselves  above,  and  were  independent  of  the 
angling  community,  but  they  wished  sincerely  and 
heartily  to  meet  the  views  of  that  great  body,  and  to 
see  that  the  Thames  was  the  field  of  enjoyment  and 
the  place  of  recreation  for  the  great  number  of  people 
who  lived  in  the  dense  metropolis.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  C.  H.  Woodall  granted  that  the  conservators 
had  greatly  assisted  anglers  to  obtain  sport  in  the 
’fhames  ;  but,  speaking  of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river, 
he  certainly  thought  that,  unless  the  riparian  owners 
really  proved  their  rights,  they  ought  to  stop  the  netting 
wherever  they  could.  The  London  anglers  had  sub¬ 
scribed  to  up-river  associations,  and  he  asked  the  Con¬ 
servancy  to  think  of  that  in  the  drafting  of  the  bye-laws. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Lawks  also  made  a  few  observations,  after 
which 

The  health  of  the  chairman  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Harrison,  J.l’.,  who  said  he  was  sure  they  all  wished 


Mr.  Nuthall  long  life  and  prosperity.  The  toast  was 
enthusiastically  received,  and 

'The  Chairman,  in  replying,  thanked  them  for  the 
way  in  which  they  had  received  him,  and  expressed  the 
interest  he  took  in  the  Thames  and  the  anglers  who 
fished  it. 

Rhsing  again,  the  Chairman  gave  the  health  of  Mr. 
AV.  H.  Brougham,  which  was  drunk  in  a  bumper,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  in  acknowledging  the  toast,  soid  his  connection 
with  the  Thames  ranged  over  a  period  of  thirty-seven 
years.  (Applause.)  He  could  assure  them  that  he  was 
just  as  anxious  about  the  society’s  work  as  ever  he  was. 
(Applause.)  The  whole  object  of  his  life  was  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  interests  of  angling ;  and  whether  it  was  for 
the  bank  or  the  punt  angler,  he  hoped  he  should  be 
found  working  for  them  with  the  same  earnestness  and 
the  same  zeal  in  the  future  as  he  had  done  in  the  past. 
(Applause.) 

Dr.  Coates  proposed  “  The  Thames  River  Keepers,” 
and  said  the  anglers  owed  them  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
the  way  in  which  they  looked  after  the  Thames.  (Ap¬ 
plause.)  The  river  had  been  preserved  in  a  most 
wonderful  manner,  and  had  been  cleared  of  a  most 
worthless  class  of  men — poachers.  (Applause.) 

River-keepers  Douglas  and  Rough  responded  in 
suitable  terms. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  some  capital  songs  were 
given  by  Messrs.  Chiloot,  Goodwin,  Vicary,  Brown, 
and  Harrison,  and  a  most  enjoyable  time  was  spent. 
Mr.  Vicary  ably  presided  at  the  pianoforte.  On  the 
keepers  leaving  each  received  packets  of  tobacco  and  tea, 
the  latter  being  a  present  to  their  wives.  The  tobacco 
was  the  gilt  of  the  chairman. 


LOCHLEVEN  COMPETITIONS  FOE  1893. 

The  club  fixtures  on  Lochleven  for  the  coming  season 
number  101,  and  will  be  held  by  thirty-seven  clubs. 
Last  year  105  competitions  took  place,  which  were  held 
by  a  similar  number  of  clubs.  Twenty  years  ago  only 
twenty-seven  competitions  were  held  during  the  course 
of  the  year.  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  club 
fixtures : — 


April. 

22.  Pollokshields. 

2‘1.  Wanderers  (Glasgow). 
25.  Perthshire. 

2f).  Bridge  of  Allan. 

27.  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow). 
May. 

3.  Dundee  West  End. 

4.  Kinross. 

5.  Fifeshire. 

5.  Breadalbane  (Edin¬ 

burgh). 

G.  St.  Andrew  (Edin¬ 
burgh). 

6.  Bohemian  (Glasgow). 

8.  Cockburn  (Edinburgh). 

8.  Strathearn. 

9.  Bothwell  and  Blantyre. 

10.  Uddingston  Waltonians 

11.  Edina  (Edinburgh). 

11.  Coatbridge. 

12.  Waverley  (Edinburgh). 

13.  Bridge  of  Allan. 

15.  Glasgow  Angling  Club. 

16.  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow). 

17.  Dunfermline. 

19.  Clackmannan. 

20.  Dundee. 

22.  Walton  (Edinburgh). 

23.  Stirling. 

24.  Blairgowrie. 

25.  Falkirk. 

26.  Amateur  (Edinburgh). 

27.  Pollokshields. 

29.  Glasgow  Clydesdale. 

30.  Wanderers  (Glasgow). 

31.  Perth. 

June. 

1.  Kinross. 

2.  West  of  Scotland. 

3.  , 

5.  Strathearn. 

6.  Rowbank  (Paisley). 

7.  National. 

8.  Perthshire. 

9.  United  Edinburgh. 

10.  Dundee. 

13.  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow). 

14.  Edina  (Edinburgh). 

14.  Dundee  AVest  End. 

15.  Dunfermline. 

16.  Western  (Glasgow). 

17. 

17.  Bohemian  (Glasgow). 
19.  Stirling. 


20.  Bridge  of  Allan. 

20.  Backhand  (Glasgow). 

21.  Fifeshire. 

22.  Clackmannan. 

23.  Waverley  (Edinburgh) 

24.  Pollokshields. 

27.  St.  Miran  (Paisley). 

28.  Perth. 

OQ  T?QllriT’lr 

sb;  Walton ‘(Edinburgh). 
July. 

4.  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow). 

5.  Perthshire. 

6.  Dunfermline. 

7.  AVanderers  (Glasgow). 

8.  St.  Andrew  (Edinburgh) 

13.  Kinross. 

18.  Stirling. 

31.  Falkirk. 

August. 

3.  AVestern  (Glasgow). 

3.  Glasgow  Clydesdale. 

4.  Rowbank  (Paisley). 

4.  Clackmannan. 

5.  Bohemian  (Glasgow). 

8.  Stirling. 

9.  Dundee  West  End. 

10.  Dunfermline. 

10.  Coatbridge. 

11.  Cockburn  (Edinburgh). 

11.  Breadalbane  (Edin¬ 

burgh). 

12.  Uddingston  Waltonians 

12.  Bothwell  and  Blantyre. 

14.  United  Glasgow. 

15.  Glasgow  Angling  Club. 

16.  Perth. 

17.  Perthshire. 

18.  St.  Miran  (Paisley). 

19.  Dundee. 

21.  Fifeshire. 

21.  Amateur  (Edinburgh). 

22.  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow). 

23.  Falkirk. 

24  Kinross. 

25.  Pollokshields. 

25.  AA'^est  of  Scotland. 

26.  ,,  ,, 

28.  Bridge  of  Allan. 

29.  Waverley  (Edinburgh). 
,30.  Western  (Glasgow). 

31.  Wanderers  (Glasgow). 
September. 

1.  Patron’s  Prize. 

2.  Championship. 


The  Piscatorial  Societt  (President,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Sachs). — A  very  fine  male  salmon  of  311b.  lOoz.,  caught 
by  Mr.  Arthur  Baxter  on  the  14th  inst.  at  Ring  wood, 
was  on  view  on  the  15th  at  the  Piscatorial  Salon,  Holborn 
Restaurant.  Another  of  22Jlb.  was  caught  at  the  same 
place  on  the  llth  inst.  by  Mr.  Reginald  E.  Booker.  The 
12Jlb.  salmon  bass  caught  by  Dr.  Startin  at  Margate,  in 
September,  1892,  is  now  in  a  case,  and  preserved  in 
Mr.  Cooper’s  best  style  ;  this,  and  the  large  carp  caught 
by  Dr.  Head,  are  .an  excellent  addition  to  the  museum  of 
the  society. 


ESK  AND  LIDDLE  FISHERIES  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Rules  and  Regulations  for  1893. 

This  association  will  be  prepared  to  issue  tickets  for 
rod  fishing  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle  and  their  tributaries, 
at  the  prices  and  in  the  different  waters  specified 
below ; 

1.  Season  Ticket,  .£4  43. — In  the  Esk— from  its 
source  to  the  Solway,  except  reserved  as  under  :  In  the 
Liddle— commencing  at  Burnmouth  and  Lawston  March 
on  the  west  side  to  Kershopefoot ;  and  thence  on  both 
sides  to  the  Gullet  Pool ;  and  on  the  west  side  only  from 
the  Gullet  Pool  to  AVhithaugh  Scaur,  thence  on  both 
sides  to  Sandholm  Pool ;  and  on  west  side  only  from 
Sandholm  Pool  to  Manse  Lynn  ;  thence  on  both  sides  to 
Dinlaybyre  March  ;  and  from  Lauriston  and  Riccarton 
Mill  March  to  its  source.  In  the  Hermitage — from  the 
Ash  and  Birch  Trees  in  Thirty  Shilling  Haugh  on  the 
farm  of  South  Greenholm,  on  the  east  side  only  to  the 
Cottage  Pool ;  thence  on  both  sides  to  I.eehaugh  Bridge, 
and  from  Hermitage  Castle  to  its  source,  and  in  all  the 
other  waters  rented  by  the  association. 

The  waters  specially  reserved  are  :  The  Esk. — On 
Crurie  Estate,  AVatcarrick.  and  from  Moodlaw  Burnfoot 
to  Raeburnfoot,  Bentpath  Burn  to  AA’arren  Dyke, 
boundary  between  AVesterhall  Estate  and  Hopsrig  on 
the  east  side  of  water;  Carlesgill  Burn  to  Ford  at 
Craig,  Craig  March  to  Ewesfoot,  Crannelholm  to  Byre- 
burnfoot,  and  Scotch  Dyke  to  Longtown  Bridge.  The 
Liddle. — From  Mereburn  Foot  on  both  sides  to  March 
at  Burnmouth  and  Lawston,  on  east  side  to  Kershop- 
foot ;  on  the  Whithaugh  Estate ;  on  east  side  through 
Castleton  Glebe  lands,  and  on  both  sides  from  Dinlay¬ 
byre  March  to  Lauriston  and  Riccarton  Mill  March. 

The  Hermitage. — From  the  junction  of  the  water  on 
both  sides  to  the  middle  of  the  Thirty  Shilling  Haugh 
on  the  farm  of  South  Greenholm,  whore  an  ash  and  a 
birch  tree  indicate  the  March,  thence  on  west  side  only 
to  the  Cottage  P  ol,  and  on  both  sides  from  Leehaugh 
Bridge  to  Hermitage  Castle. 

2.  Short  Period  Ticket  :  1  week,  .£1 ;  1  day,  53.— 

The  same  waters  as  are  open  to  season  ticket  holders.  ■ 

3.  Lower  AVaters,  from  (a)  Feb.  15,  X3  33. ;  (b)  j 

Aug.  1,  £2  23.— In  the  Esk  from  Longtown  Bridge  t  ■  | 
the  Solway.  _  , 

4.  Upper  AVaters  :  Season,  £1  10s.  ;  1  day,  23.  6d. — • 

From  the  head  of  Esk  on  both  sides  to  Garwald  water  i 
foot ;  from  Garwald  water  foot  on  the  east  side  to  j 
Moodlaw  burn  foot ;  and  from  Raeburnfoot  to  Allan-  | 
gillfoot  (except  that  part  on  the  west  side  on  the  lands  ■  | 
of  AVatcarrick  and  Craighaugh) ;  and  in  Garwald  water;  j 
and  from  King  Pool  to  Bantpath  Burn;  Warren  Dyke  I 
to  Carlesgill  Burn;  Ford  at  Craig  to  Craig  March;  | 
Ewesfoot  to  head  of  Crannelholm  ;  Byreburufoot  to  foot  j 
of  Glebe  lands  :  and  in  the  Liddle  so  far  as  not  specially  j 
reserved.  _  . 

5.  Canonbie  Ticket  :  Season,  £1  53  ;  1  day,  2s.  6J.  j 

— In  the  Esk  from  Byreburufoot  to  the  foot  of  Glebe  j 

lands ;  and  in  Lidd  e  on  Scotch  side,  from  the  Ford  at  t 

Moat  Quarry  to  Mereburn.  I 

6.  Langholm  Ticket  ;  Season,  £1 ;  1  day,  23. —  | 

In  Esk  from  Ewesfoot  to  the  head  of  Crannelholm,  and  | 

in  the  Ewes,  AVauchope  and  Tarras  waters,  so  far  as  i 

they  belong  to  the  Duke  of  Buceleuch.  No  fishing  | 
allowed  fifty  yards  above  or  below  Wauchope  Caul. 

7.  AVesterkirk  Ticket  :  Season,  10s. ;  1  day.  Is.— 

In  the  Esk  from  Euzieholm  Bridge  to  Bentpath  Burn  ; 
from  Warren  Dyke  to  Carlesgill  Burn  ;  Ford  at  Craig  t 
to  Craig  March,  and  in  the  Meggat,  Shielburn,  and 
Stennish  Waters. 

8.  Eskdalemuir  Ticket  ;  Season,  10a. ;  1  day.  Is. — 
From  the  head  of  Esk  on  both  aides  to  Garwald  Water 
foot,  from  Garwald  AVater  foot  on  the  east  side  to 
Moodlaw  Burn  foot;  and  from  Raeburnfoot  to  Allan- 
gillfoot  (excepting  that  part  on  the  west  side  of  the 
water  on  the  lands  of  Watcarrick  and  Craikhaugh)  ;  and 
in  Garwald  Water,  both  sides  excepting  the  water  oppo¬ 
site  Craikhaugh  and  Johnstone  Estate. 

9.  Newcastleton  Ticket  :  Season,  10s. ;  1  day.  Is. 

— In  the  Liddle  commencing  at  Burnmouth  and  Lawston 
March  on  the  west  side  to  Kershopefoot ;  thence  on  both 
sides  to  the  Gullet  Pool ;  and  on  the  west  side  only 
from  the  Gullet  Pool  to  AVhithaugh  Scaur  ;  thence  on 
both  sides  to  Sandholm  Pool  ;  and  on  west  side  only 
from  Sandholm  Pool  to  Manse  Lynn ;  thence  on  both 
sides  to  Dinlaybyre  March ;  and  from  Lauriston  and 
Riccarton  Mill  March  to  its  source.  In  the  Hermitage 
from  the  Ash  and  Birch  Trees  in  Thirty  Shilling  Haugh 
on  the  farm  of  South  Greenholm,  on  the  east  side  only, 
to  the  Cottage  Pool  ;  thence  on  both  sides  to  Leehaugh 
Bridge,  and  from  Hermitage  Castle  to  its  source. 

Note. — Special  weekly  tickets  for  Langholm,  AVester¬ 
kirk,  Eskdalemuir,  or  Castleton  will  be  issued  at  the 
price  of  53.  for  the  waters  in  each  parish,  to  natives  of 
these  parishes  non-resident,  but  visiting  their  homes  for 
a  short  period. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  (a)  will  be  granted  on  and  after 
Feb.  15,  but  only  for  fly-fishing,  and  only  below  Canon¬ 
bie  Glebe  lands  until  March  15.  The  remaining  tickets 
(excepting  No.  3  (b) )  on  and  after  March  15  next,  and 
then  only  for  fly-fishing  until  June  1. 

No  bait  or  minnow  fishing  to  be  allowed  before  June  1 
or  after  Sept.  1,  except  in  the  Esk  from  the  head  of 
Crannelholm  upwards,  which  will  be  open  for  bait¬ 
fishing  until  Oct.  1. 

The  tickets  will  be  granted  for  the  time  specified  on 
each,  and  shall  be  held  on  the  following  conditions  : 
'That  the  holders  do  not  take  or  kill  any  salmon  fry  - 
that  all  yellow  or  burn  trout  caught  of  a  size  less  than 
six  inches  must  be  retunied  to  the  water  with  as  little 
injury  as  possible — that  they  do  not  fish  during  the 
night  (the  night  shall  be  considered  and  is  hereby  de¬ 
clared  to  commence  at  10  p.m.  except  in  the  months  of 
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June,  July,  and  August,  when  the  night  is  declared  to 
commence  at  11  o’clock  p.m.,  and  to  conclude  at  5  o’clock 
a.m.)  or  at  any  other  prohibited  time — that  they  do  not  use 
any  hook  of  the  Stewart  tackle  or  any  compound  tackle 
of  a  size  larger  than  No.  5  of  Adlington  and  Hutchinson’s 
make  ;  that  they  do  not  use  any  gaff  for  landing  fish 
until  after  April  1 ;  and  that  in  all  fly-fishing  no  swivel 
or  weight  of  any  kind  be  used  :  that  they  do  not  fish  for, 
take,  or  attempt  to  take,  any  fish  by  means  of  rak6  or 
drag-hook,  or  similar  instrument,  or  by  snatching  or 
stripping  in  any  manner  of  way  ;  that  they  observe  all 
rules  and  regulations  adopted  or  to*  be  adopted  by  the 
association  ;  that  they  exhibit  their  tickets  to  the  police 
officers,  conservators,  and  keepers,  and  allow  them  to 
inspect  the  fish  and  tackle  in  their  possession  ;  that  they 
give  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  to  protect  the 
river  from  illegal  fishing  and  poaching,  and  aid  in 
carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  association. 

The  association’s  water's — excepting  the  Esk  and 
Liddle  and  the  Hermitage  below  Gorrenberry  Burn  foot 
— shall  be  closed  for  rod  fishing  on  Oct.  1. 

Any  holder  of  a  ticket  infringing  any  of  the  conditions 
or  rules  and  regulations  referred  to,  or  convicted  of 
illegal  fishing,  or  any  offence  under  the  Acts  relating  to 
salmon  fishing,  shall  thereby  forfeit  his  ticket,  and  the 
leave  granted  shall  ipso  facto  cease  and  determine. 

Ticket  holders  to  approach  the  river  by  recognised 
accesses  and  avoid  trespass. 

The  proprietory  members  of  the  association  are  ;  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  ;  Sir  Richard  Graham, 
Bart.,  of  Netherby  ;  Sir  P.  J.  W.  Johnstone,  Bart.,  of 
Westerhall ;  W.  E.  Malcolm,  Esq.,  of  Burnfoot ;  Richard 
Bell,  Esq.,  of  Crurie  ;  James  Jardine,  Esq.,  of  Lauriston ; 
George  Mounsey,  Esq.,  of  Kingfield ;  and  Thomas 
Beattie,  Esq.,  of  Davington. 

The  association  will  nut  be  held  bound  to  grant  tickets 
to  all  applicants. 

Any  of  the  tickets  may  be  had  from  the  secretary,  and 
Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  from  Messrs.  Beaty,  drapers,  Longtown, 
or  Mr.  'W'm.  Routledge,  08,  Englisb-street,  Carlisle. 
Tickets  can  also  be  had  from  the  'Water  Bailiffs  at 
Canonbie  and  New  Castleton. 

For  further  information  application  may  be  made  to 
the  secretary,  R.  M'Geokwe,  solicitor,  Langholm. 

Langholm,  February,  1893. 

Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association. 

The  waters  of  the  association  below  Canonbie  Glebe 
lands  are  open  for  rod  fishing  on  Feb.  15. 

The  whole  waters  of  the  association  are  open  on 
March  15  and  close  on  Nov.  1. 

The  salmon  fishing  in  spring  is  not  very  productive 
but  there  are  occasionally  a  considerable  number  of 
spring  salmon  in  the  rivers. 

Yellow  trout  fishing  begins  when  the  fishing  opens 
and  continues  during  the  season.  April,  May,  June, 
and  July  are  the  best  months. 

Sea  trout  open  during  season,  but  June  and  July  best 
months,  and  July  and  August  for  herling.  Sea  trout 
and  herling  are,  however,  abundant  from  June  to  the 
end  of  the  season. 

Salmon  fishing  is  good  in  the  beginning  of  August  and 
improves  on  to  the  end  of  season. 

Note. — The  right  of  net  fishing  having  been  acquired 
by  the  association,  the  sea  trout  and  salmon  fishing  is 
much  improved. 

Comfortable  accommodation  can  be  had  in  any  of  the 
hotels  in  Langholm,  where  there  is  also  a  comfortable 
temperance  hotel,  and  easy  access  to  the  best  waters 
can  be  had  by  rail.  There  is  also  a  comfortable  hotel 
at  Crosskeys,  Canonbie,  situated  within  a  few  minutes 
walk  of  the  best  fishing  waters.  R.  M'Gboeoe,  sec. 

Langholm,  1893. 


The  New  Angling  Regulations  on  Esk  and 
Liddle. 

(To  the  Editor  of  the  “  Esk  and  Liddle  Advertiser.”) 

Sir, — May  I  crave  a  space  in  your  next  issue  to  state 
the  views  of  a  visitor  on  the  recent  alterations  in  the 
Angling  Regulations  1 

The  primary  object  which  justifies  the  existence  of 
the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association  must  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  the 
rod-fishing.  A  secondary,  but  important,  object  may 
be,  and,  no  doubt  is,  the  attraction  to  the  district  of 
visitors,  who,  by  spending  their  money,  improve  the 
trade  of  the  locality.  These  two  objects  ought  to  be 
secured  without  infringing  the  legitimate  liberties  of 
the  native  poulation,  who,  I  take  it,  have  the  right  to 
expect  most  consideration. 

Now,  sir,  the  alteration  as  to  the  size  of  takeable  fish 
seems  *10  me,  as  an  angler,  one  which  it  is  superfluous  to 
discuss !  How  anyone  over  thirteen  years  of  age  can 
desire  to  basket  trontlings  of  less  than  eight  inches  in 
length  I  cannot  comprehend.  A  sport-loving  community 
must  surely  approve  of  the  alteration  as  a  necessary 
means  of  achieving  the  first  object,  viz.,  “  the  preserva¬ 
tion  and  improvement  of  the  rod-fishing.”  The  second 
object  to  be  attained,  being  one  which  can  be  looked  at 
from  many  points  of  view,  is  consequently  liable  to  lead 
to  differences  of  opinion.  On  the  whole,  however,  I 
think  “  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest  number  ” 
may  safely  lie  assumed  as  the  consummation  which 
would  most  readily  command  assent  from  all  piarties. 
The. alteration  in  the  rules  I  understand  to  be  to  some 
extent  due  to  the  correspondence  which  took  place  last 
autumn  in  your  columns,  and  also  in  the  Field,  the 
Fisli  inf/ Gnreffe,  and  other  papers.  It  will  bo  allowed 
by  all  who  followed  that  correspondence,  than  many 
and  just  comjilaints  arose  from  visitors  on  account  of 
the  excessive  and  persistent  worming  of  the  river  when 
tlje  jnterfereuG^  with  tly-fi.,hiup, 


either  for  sea-tront  or  salmon.  'Without  going  too 
deeply  into  the  question  of  dear-water  worm-fishing, 
its  uses  and  abuses,  I  think  all  anglers  will  agree  that, 
when  practised  to  the  extent  which  prevails  on  the  Esk 
from  Langholm  to  Netherby,  it  is  utterly  destructive  of 
fiy-fishing.  Such  being  the  fact,  it  follows  that  fly- 
fishers  who  go  to  the  Esk  in  quest  of  sport  return  dis¬ 
appointed,  and  amongst  the  craft  the  river  acquires  a 
bad  name. 

The  association  has  to  consider  four  kinds  of  anglers. 
1st,  the  native  angler  ;  2nd,  the  sportsman  visitor  ;  3rd, 
the  native  pot-hunter ;  4th,  the  Carlisle  or  other  non¬ 
resident  pot-hunter.  Beginning  with  the  latter,  I  say 
he  is  entitled  to  no  consideration  whatever,  except  it  be 
the  increase  of  the  price  of  his  ticket  to  a  sum  which 
would  make  his  avocation  unreinunerative.  No.  3 
should  be  treated  more  considerately,  yet,  wherever  a 
native  habitually  sells  his  fish,  I  think  an  increased 
price  should  be  levied  upon  him  as  compared  with  a 
man  of  equal  position  who  fishes  for  sport  and  his  own 
table.  Coming  to  No.  2,  I  think  that  fly-fishers  as  a 
rule  spend  more  money  in  a  district  than  any  other 
class  who  frequent  a  trout  and  salmon  river.  If  such 
is  the  case,  then  “  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest 
number  ”  in  your  district  would  be  secured  by  studying 
the  desires  of  fly-fishers,  and  the  second  object  of  the 
Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association  would  be  attained. 
No.  1 — the  native  angler — I  class  with  No.  2,  and  believe 
all  good  anglers  would  agree  to  the  classification.  I  am 
therefore  of  opinion  that  the  reduction  of  the  period 
allowed  for  worm-fishing  will  be  a  distinct  gain,  and  will 
further  the  objects  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries 
Association. 

If  worm-fishing  was  altogether  prohibited  I  think  the 
Esk  would  be  one  of  the  best  sporting  rivers  in  the  three 
kingdoms.  It  makes  any  lover  of  fly-fishing  sad  to 
think  of  the  hundreds  of  herling,  sea- trout,  and  salmon, 
which  are  hauled  out  with  worm  tackle  before  ever  a  fly 
had  been  presented  to  them  ! 

To  salmon  fishers  I  am  sure  the  change  will  be  greatly 
welcome.  The  month  of  September  will  be  secured  to 
the  legitimate  fly-fisher,  who  in  past  years  could  only 
reckon  on  one  day  after  a  flood,  the  second  day  being 
almost  invariably  the  commencement  of  the  manipulator 
of  Stewart-tackle.  I  will  be  greatly  surprised  if  next 
September  does  not  prove  the  best  on  record  for  hotel 
keepers,  lodging-letters,  anglers’  attendants,  &c. 

Finally,  sir,  I  must  express  my  regret  that  the  asso¬ 
ciation  has  not  tempered  justice  with  mercy  in  dealing 
with  the  gillies.  Surely  the  deprivation  of  their  liberty 
to  fish  would  have  been  a  sufficient  punishment  without 
depriving  them  of  the  right  to  add  to  scanty  incomes 
the  money  earned  as  attendants  on  anglers.  No  doubt 
the  gentlemen  who  manage  the  association  are  in  pos¬ 
session  of  knowledge  visitors  cannot  acquire,  but  I 
fancy  some  of  the  men  were  sinned  against  it  they  also 
sinned.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  urge  upon  the 
association  the  reconsideration  of  that  part  of  their 
altered  policy,  and  suggest  that  licences  to  attend 
anglers  be  granted  to  the  men  on  condition  that  they 
subscribed  to  such  rules  as  were  printed  thereon,  one 
such  rule  to  include  the  duty  of  the  holder  to  see  that 
his  patron  did  not  infringe  the  rules  and  regulations  or 
his  own  licence. 

Such  an  act  of  clemency  might  restrain  men  from 
drifting  into  lawlessness  under  pressure  of  what  they 
consider — rightly  or  wrongly — to  be  harsh  treatment. 

Hoping  the  importance  of  the  subject  may  excuse  the 
length  of  my  communication. — I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

Lincluden. 


A  PLEASANT  EVENING  AT  REDDITCH. 

On  Monday  last  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  by 
the  heads  of  the  various .  departments  engaged  at  the 
Standard  Works,  Redditch.  Mr.  Allcook,  in  the  course 
of  the  evening,  sang  a  song.  There  were  between  forty 
and  fifty  present  who  sat  down  to  a  good  dinner,  pro¬ 
vided  at  the  Fox  and  Goose  Hotel  by  Host  and  Hostess 
Alexander.  After  dinner  Mr.  Alloock  occupied  the 
ebair,  and  in  a  neat  speech  submitted  the  loyal  toasts, 
after  which  Mr.  G.  E.  Leach  gave  ”  The  Town  and  Trade 
of  Redditch,”  and,  although  he  entertained  the  greatest 
possible  respect  for  the  toast,  he  doubted  whether 
that  was  a  proper  phace  to  drink  to  it,  as  they  were 
all  what  the  socialists  would  term  non-producers,  and 
represented  huge  expenses  which  could  be  dispensed  with. 
As  regarded  the  work  at  Standard  Works,  he  thought  it 
was  possible  they  might  struggle  along  a  few  more  years, 
if  they  would  do  what  they  had  to  do  in  the  best  possible 
way.  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Avery,  who  had  been  engaged  as  a  warehouseman 
for  twenty-one  years,  and  had  always  done  his  work 
straightforwardly,  Mr.  Avery,  in  replying,  spoke  of  the 
way  in  which  Redditch  had  kept  its  trade  together 
despite  the  severe  depressions  in  trade  which  had  pre¬ 
vailed  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  Mr.  Albert 
Stratton  proposed  “  Success  to  Standard  Works,”  and 
al  .tided  to  the  industry  and  integrity  of  the  principal — 
iVir.  Allcock.  He  (the  speaker)  had  been  associated  with 
the  business  for  more  years  than  he  cared  to  mention, 
and  had  watched  its  growth  from  the  time  when  only 
a  dozen  persons  were  employed  in  it  until  the  present 
time  when  hundreds  were  engaged  there,  during  which 
time  it  had  been  dominated  and  steered  with  the  same 
earnestness,  care,  and  perseverance  which  had  brought 
it  to  its  present  position.  He  did  not  think  the.y,  as 
non-producers,  ought  to  be  included  in  the  category  of 
non-workers,  because  individual  management  could  not 
control  a  business  of  such  magnitude  as  that,  and  both 
workmen  and  non-producers  were  interested  directly  in 
the  business  on  which  they  depended  for  a  livelihood, 
'rhaj  bufjii'eSfi  bad  been  a,  ble'Jsiu^  to  the  comity  both  ii| 


providing  work  for  many  people  and  in  giving  Mr. 
Allcock  an  opportunity  of  displaying  that  generosity, 
sympathy,  and  charity,  which  had  made  his  name  loved 
and  respected  by  every  person  who  ever  wanted  a  friend. 
(Applause.)  Mr.  W.  H.  Hallam  seconded  the  toast,  and 
regretted  the  absence  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Munslow,  who  had 
been  connected  with  the  trade  for  about  thirty  years. 
He  hoped  all  would  exercise  that  care  which  would  not 
allow  anything  to  go  out  of  the  place  which  was  not 
calculated  to  do  credit  to  the  house  and  bring  further 
orders.  Mr.  Allcook,  responding  to  the  toast,  spoke  of 
the  success  of  the  business,  adding  that  it  was  part 
their  success.  Although  those  present  were  not  workers 
they  had  to  look  after  the  work,  and  when  he  appeared 
so  anxious  for  orders  to  be  got  away,  it  was  not  that  he 
wished  to  make  money,  but  because  he  did  not  want  to 
lose  customers.  They  had  the  confidence  of  customers 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  he  hoped  everybody  would 
do  their  best  to  maintain  it.  Ho  was  sorry  Mr.  Muns¬ 
low  was  away  through  indisposition,  as  that  man  had 
been  with  him  very  many  years.  He  (Mr.  Allcock) 
hoped  to  accompany  the  workpeople  to  Portsmouth  in 
the  summer  on  the  occasion  of  their  annual  excursion. 


“  Imperial  ”  Silver  Cup  Competition.  —  This 
competition  terminated  on  the  12th  inst.,  and  at  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark-street,  S.E.,  amidst  intense 
excitement.  Mr.  J.  Osborne  (of  the  Mildmay  Angling 
Society),  was  declared  the  winner  of  the  cup,  with  339 
points ;  Mr.  J.  IV.  Biggs  (Funny  Folks),  the  roach-pole, 
with  245  points  ;  Mr.  R.  H.  Morris  being  a  good  third 
with  231  points.  'With  regard  to  the  date  of  the 
presentations  due  notice  will  be  given. — John  Smith, 
hon.  sec. 

A  Fine  Thames  Pike. — In  an  angling  competition 
amongst  three  members  of  the  Royal  Windsor  and 
District  Piscatorial  Society,  one  of  the  competitors,  Mr. 
Bambridge,  of  Eton,  the  winner  (who  had  agreed  to  fish 
a  match  against  Messrs.  Sargeant  and  Roberts),  was 
fortunate  enough  to  capture  an  exceptionally  handsome 
specipien  of  the  Thames  pike,  the  fish  being  perfect  in 
shape  and  condition,  as  may  be  judged  from  the  following 
dimensions  :  Length  from  eye  to  root  of  tail,  2.riin. ; 
girth,  18in.  ;  weight,  111b.  14^oz.  After  attaching  a 
silver  ring  to  the  first  spine  of  dorsal  fin,  the  fish,  with 
another  of  31b.  similarly  treated,  was  liberated  at  the 
well-known  pike  rendezvous  from  whence  it  came, 
about  two  miles  from  Windsor  Bridge,  and  should 
either  of  these  fish  be  captured  in  course  of  time,  Mr. 
Bambridge  would  like  to  see  and  weigh  them. 

Fifth  Annual  Angling  Competition,  in  Aid  of 
the  Funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society, 
and  Convalescent  Home  Funds. — The  committee 
met  on  Friday,  the  10th  inst.,  when  it  was  decided  that 
the  boundary  should  be  from  Carthagenia  Lock  to  St. 
Margaret’s  Bridge,  towpath  only.  The  following  is  the 
list  of  prizes  up  to  date  :  Messrs.  Lever  Brothers, 
electro  cup  and  box  of  Sunlight  soap  ;  Mr.  Sowerbutts 
(Commercial-street),  a  tackle  case,  fitted  ;  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  (Good  Intent),  a  prize  value  10s.  6d. ;  Mr. 
J.  B.  Close  (South  Hornsey),  a  prize  value  10s.  fid.  ;  Mr. 
G.  H.  Wood  (Hoxton  Brothers),  a  prize  ;  Mr.  W. 
'Worrall  (East  London  Piscatorial  Society),  a  pair  of 
leggings  ;  Mr.  Hewett  (Good  Intent),  a  tobacco  stand  ; 
Mr.  J.  G.  Laming  (Serapis),  electro  cruet;  Mr.  W. 
Emden  (L.C.C.),  a  roach  rod,  by  Williams ;  Mr.  B. 
Abrahams  (Allison  United),  a  prize;  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf 
(Amicable  Brothers),  a  prize ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Meeoham 
(Izaak  Walton),  a  winch;  Odds  and  Evens,  a  prize; 
Burdett,  a  tea  service,  forty  pieces  ;  Hearts  of  Oak,  a 
tea  service,  forty-two  pieces  ;  Hoxton  Brothers,  a  prize 
value  .£1  Is.  ;  Crown  and  Buokland,  a  prize  ;  Sociable 
Brothers,  a  prize;  Clissold,  a  prize  value  10s.  fid. ; 
Angler’s  Pride,  a  prize  value  5s. ;  Havelock,  a  clock  ; 
Iza*ak  Walton,  a  prize  value  lOs.  fid.  ;  Dalston,  a 
silver  watch  and  lady’s  sealskin  bag  ;  South  London, 
a  prize  value  10s. ;  Globe,  landing- stick,  ring,  and 
net ;  Original  Alexandria,  a  pair  of  boots  to  measure, 
value  12s.  fid.  ;  Good  Intent,  a  prize  value  lOs.  fid. ; 
Lincoln,  a  prize  value  10s.  The  date  for  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  prizes  will  be  duly  announced.  Since 
my  last  report,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  :  Aneler’s  Pride,  198.  ; 
Clapham  Junction,  15s.  ;  Park,  lOs ;  Howick  Brothers, 
fis.  ;  South  Hornsey,  2s.  ;  United  Brothers,  3s.  ;  Small 
Arms,  Is. ;  Eustonians,  45.  ;  Original  North  Lambeth, 
2s.  ;  Perseverance,  43.  ;  for  prizes.  Good  Intent, 
10s.  fid.  ;  Clissold,  10s.  fid. ;  Globe,  a  prize.  I  have 
great  pleasure  to  announce  that  a  special  train  will 
leave  Liverpool-street  on  the  19th,  at  0  o’clock,  calling 
at  Hackney  Downs  at  9.10,  and  Tottenham  9  15.  The 
train  calling  at  Globe-road  8.37,  Coborn-road  8.39,  and 
Stratford  8.45  will  be  in  time  for  the  special  at 
Tottenham  9.15.  A  special  will  leave  Rye  House  at 
7  o’clock  in  the  evening,  calling  at  Broxbonrne, 
Tottenham,  and  Hackney  Downs.  I  hope  that 
competitors  will  avail  themselves  of  this  train.— S. 
Malbt,  sec. 


Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— For  Coughs. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed  Coughs  and  Lung  Trouhlos. 
PoweU'.s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  Reliable. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  1824. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Refuse  Imitations. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 

Powell  s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Influenza. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  Believed  Instantly. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  Romody, 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Trade  .Mark, 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Lion,  Net,  and  Mouse. 

POTVeU'B  Bjlsam  of  Aqiaeed— 15.  Ijd.,  '-’b-  od. 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


Two  pike,  decorated  with  silver  ring’s  in  their  dorsal 
fins,  are  in  the  Thames  in  the  "Windsor  district.  The 
-“jewellery  ”  was  presented  to  the  fish  on  Saturday  by 
Mr.  B.  E.  Bambridge,  who  is  to  bo  congratulated  on 
having  taken  a  very  fine  pike  of  111b.  14Joz.,  which, 
with  a  three-pounder,  was  duly  liberated  soon  after 
capture.  When  the  fish  are  brought  to  bank  again  the 
original  captor  would  like  to  see  them,  as  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  how  much  they  had  gained  in 
weight  since  they  have  had  the  “  Eoyal  Order  of 
Bambridge  ”  conferred  upon  them. 


In  the  course  of  the  evening  a  few  speeches  were  made, 
but  harmony  principally  prevailed,  and  a  most  enjoy¬ 
able  time  was  spent.  Mr.  Brougham’s  health  was 
!  drunk  with  enthusiasm,  and  he,  in  reply,  referred  to  his 
!  long  connection  with  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  expressed  his 
intention  of  following  up  as  zealously  as  ever  the  good 
work  he  has  carried  on  for  the  last  thirty-seven  years 
'  for  the  benefit  of  the  Thames  and  those  who  go  a-angling 
in  it.  Mr.  Gough  responded  for  the  “  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy,”  and,  as  may  be  imagined,  his  remarks  were 
followed  with  much  interest,  but  I  am  sorry  he  said  so 
little  about  the  netting  business  in  connection  with  the 
new  bye-laws.  The  dinner  was,  as  usual,  organised  by 
Mr.  Brougham,  and  passed  off  most  successfully. 


Mr.  C.  H.  Woodall  has  been  elected  deputy-chair¬ 
man  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  and 
has  subscribed  five  guineas  towards  the  funds. 


Mr.  a.  Ndthall,  J.P.,  has  consented  to  take  the 
chair  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Deptford  United  Brothers,  which  will  shortly  be  held. 


During  the  past  few  days  a  number  of  fine  trout  have 
been  showing  themselves  in  the  Shepperton  district. 
Lynx-eyed  Eosewell  has  seen  them,  and  if  the  weather 
is  warm  and  fine  on  the  “  First  ”  their  number  will  be 
lessened.  _ 


A  RUDD  of  31b.  Ooz.  may  be  seen  at  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  Southwark-street,  where  the  weighing-in  for  the 
silver  cup  has  been  taking  place. 


Trout  fishing  in  the  Lea  will  commence  on  May  1. 


Which  part  of  the  Lea  is  it  where  factories  employing 
thousands  of  men  are  “  discharging  the  foulest  sewage 
into  the  river  ?  ”  This  alarming  information  was 
elicited  at  a  meeting  of  the  County  Council  on  Tuesday, 
but  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  matter  is  being  grappled 
with  by  the  Lea  Conservators,  and  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  disgraceful  state  of  affairs. 
That  such  a  beautiful  stream  should  be  polluted  in  this 
manner  is  a  crying  shame,  and  anglers  and  the  public  at 
large  will  therefore  be  interested  to  know  of  the  imme¬ 
diate  steps  which  are  being  taken  to  protect  it  from 
becoming,  in  the  lower  reaches,  a  modern  Eiver  Styx. 


Anglers  have  returned  home  quite  sunburnt  lately. 
Up  the  Thames  on  Sunday  the  shade  thermometer 
registered  61  degs.,  and  on  a  Lincolnshire  river  80  degs. 
are  notified ! 


Mr.  E.  Ghurnet,  secretary  of  the  Anglers’  Benevo¬ 
lent  Society,  writes  : — “  The  competition  at  Eye  House, 
on  the  19th  inst.,  in  aid  of  the  above  society,  promises  to 
be  a  success,  the  Lea  being  open  and  all  other  rivers 
closed.  Jack  and  perch  will  be  barred,  as  the  fence 
season  for  them  is  in  operation.  We  have  thirty-one 
lirizes  promised  up  to  the  present,  but  I  expect  several 
others.  There  will  be  a  special  train  from  Liverpool- 
street  Station  at  nine  o’clock,  calling  at  Hackney 
Downs  and  Tottenham  for  the  accommodation  of  anglers 
living  in  the  north  and  north-eastern  districts,  and 
another  special  will  leave  Eye  House  at  seven  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  calling  at  Broxbourne  and  a  few  other 
stations,  to  bring  the  competitors  home  again.” 


The  Lea  is  in  excellent  order,  and  I  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  a  big  take  at  weighing-in  time.  I 
should  add  that  tickets  for  the  competition  may  be  had 
at  Eye  House  on  the  morning  of  the  competition,  but  it 
will  save  much  confusion  and  delay  if  anglers  will  pro¬ 
cure  them  at  their  own  clubs  beforehand. 


Which  is  the  correct  way  to  spell  the  name  of  Izaak 
Walton’s  favourite  river — Lea  or  Lee  ?  In  the  “  Angler’s 
Guide  ”  I  find  it  is  spelt  .Lee  ;  in  the  “  Complete  Angler  ” 
we  have  it  printed  Lea.  The  Fishing  Gazette  weekly 
river  report  is  spelt  with  the  “a.” 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Thames  river-keepers  was 
held  on  Friday  night  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  Hampton 
Court,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  NnthaU,  J.P. 


I  HAD  the  honour  of  being  introduced  to  Mr.  Gough, 
secretary  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  at  the  Eiver 
Keepers’  dinner,  at  Hampton  Court,  the  other  night. 
Subsequently  I  listened  with  much  interest  to  his  speech 
on  the  new  bye-laws,  and  I  certainly  felt  that  in  Mr. 
Gough  the  anglers  had  a  friend  so  far  as  the  Lower 
Thames  was  concerned.  The  secretary  of  the  Conser¬ 
vancy  Board  strikes  one  as  being  a  deep-thinking,  a 
sincere — a  sympathetic  man.  There  was  an  impressive 
ring  about  his  speech  which  savoured  of  goodwill 
towards  the  anglers  of  the  Lower  Thames.  But  the 
anglers  below  the  City  Stone  are  anglers  who  are  con¬ 
stantly  on  the  move.  Their  “  pitch  ”  is  Eichmond  one 
day,  Eeading  the  next.  They  fish  above  the  City  Stone 
as  much  as  they  do  below  it.  To  the  conservators  and 
to  Mr.  Gough  they  extend  their  many  thanks  for  the 
abolition  of  trailing,  live  and  dead  gorge  fishing,  &c., 
but  fishing,  as  they  do,  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river — 
what  about  Maidenhead,  Pangbourne,  Great  Marlow, 
Eeading,  and  Henley  ?  —  they  say  the  conservators 
might  see  that  means  were  not  introduced  whereby  the 
fish,  which  their  money  has  purchased,  should  be 
taken  away  from  them  in  the  nets  of  the  riparian 
owners.  Over  .£28,000  has  been  spent  in  stocking  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  river,  and  as  the  anglers  who 
fish  the  Lower  Thames  have  subscribed  some  of 
that  money,  they  rightfully  claim  that  their  interests 
should  be  studied.  Mr.  Gough  and  the  conservators 
do  not  seem  to  think  that  the  Upper  Thames  is 
so  extensively  fished  by  London  anglers  as  it  is.  Let 
them  refer  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  club  reports,  or  the 
railway  authorities  at  Waterloo  and  Paddington,  and 
they  will  see  what  numbers  of  anglers  weekly  visit  the 
fisheries  which  are  now  in  danger  of  being  ruined. 
Surely  the  conservators  cannot  stand  by  and  see  the 
work  of  years  undone,  and  the  large  sum  of  money 
spent  in  stocking  the  Thames  with  fish  wasted.  That 
I  money  belonged  to  the  public,  to  the  anglers  of 
\  London,  and  to  those  anglers  living  by  the  banks  of  the 
i  Thames.  Is  it  fair,  is  it  just,  that  their  interests  should 
not  be  considered  as  well  as  the  riparian  owners  ?  No 
angler  breathing  would  attempt  to  interfere  with  the 
I  legitimate  rights  of  riparian  owners  ;  all  the  anglers 
I  desire  is  to  go  on  in  the  even  tenonr  of  their  way. 


“  doing  to  others  as  they  would  be  done  by,”  their  lives 
“  devoid  of  strife,”  and  wishing  (to  quote  Mr.  Gough) 
that  their  views  might  be  “  sincerely  and  heartily  met  ” 
by  the  conservators,  and  that  the  “  Eiver  Thames  ” 
should  continue  to  be  “  the  field  of  enjoyment  and  the 
place  of  recreation  for  the  great  number  of  people  who 
live  in  the  dense  Metropolis.”  The  meeting  presided 
over  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston  at  the  Foresters’  Hall  was 
an  instructive  one  for  the  conservators,  but  I  am  afraid 
they  have  done  all  they  are  going  to  do  in  the  matter. 
The  anglers,  however,  have  not  yet  given  up  all  hope. 
To  her  Majesty,  who  takes  a  considerable  interest  in 
angling,  they  look  for  a  very  favourable  answer  to  their 
prayer. 


Mr.  C.  Hibble  has  taken  351b.  14oz.  of  roach  this 
week,  twelve  fish  going  over  IJlb.  each.  I  subsequently 
saw  the  secretary  of  the  Walworth  Waltonians  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  the  little  spot  they  hailed  from,  but 
he  had  forgotten  it.  “  Well,”  I  said,  “what  did  they 
say  when  you  landed  at  the  club  with  them  ?  ”  “  Knocked 
’em  in  the  Old  Kent-road.” 


I  SAW  two  splendid  pike  at  the  new  Albion  Piscatorial 
Sociefy’s  club  on  Thursday  night.  They  had  been  taken 
by  Mr.  Charles  Newbury  and  weighed  201b.  8oz.  and 
181b.  8oz.  _ 


A  coRREsroNDENT  writes:  “I  hope  ‘  Goosequill  ’ 
will  notice  in  his  next  Notes  that  the  members  of  the 
Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Club  have  been  amongst  the 
fish  recently.”  That  I  will,  and  may  they  always  get 
good  takes.  I  know  a  few  of  them,  especially  one  jolly- 
looking  piscatorial,  and  if  I  chance  to  meet  him  at 
Fritton  in  the  summer  I  shall  keep  my  boat  very  close 
to  his.  I  mnstget  to  that  “  island  ”  first  next  time. 


The  season  for  coarse  fishing  closed  on  Tuesday,  and 
the  last  few  days  did  not  end  at  all  badly.  The  rivers 
had  fined  down  wonderfully,  and  the  Thames,  with  the 
exception  of  a  rather  “  wild  ”  stream,  was  in  perfect 
order  for  roach  and  pike-fishing.  Crowds  of  anglers 
were  out  in  every  direction  on  Sunday,  Monday,  and 
Tuesday,  and  on  the  Ouse,  at  St.  Neots,  one  fortunate 
London  fisherman — Dr.  Foley — took  a  pike  of  over  171b. 
During  the  fence  months  the  coarse  fisherman  will  find 
plenty  to  occupy  himself  with  in  the  dinners,  smokers, 
readings,  “  visits,”  &c.,  which  are  always  taking  place, 
and  the  time  will  slip  pleasantly  by  till  June  16  next, 
when  the  season  re-opens.  Generally  speaking,  the 
season  has  not  been  a  bad  one,  though  the  clerk  of  the 
weather  since  Christmas  has  done  his  best  to  upset 
the  swim.  We  have  had  some  splendid  roach  taken, 
and  there  have  been  very  encouraging  signs  of 
an  improvement  in  the  perch  fishing  in  'the  Thames. 
The  most  noteworthy  event,  of  course,  in  connection 
with  Thames  angling  has  been  the  drafting  of  the  new 
bye-laws,  and  the  agitation  which  the  fishermen  have 
carried  on  against  those  that  were  objectionable. 


I  LOOKED  in  at  the  Eoyal  Aquarium  on  Thursday  to 
see  “  The  Fisheries,”  but  although  there  was  a  splendid 
display  of  rods  and  tackle  I  was  rather  disappointed  at 
not  seeing  any  fish.  If  anglers  want  to  rig  themselves 
out  with  new  tackle  for  the  ensuing  season,  now  is  the 
time.  The  exhibition  includes  other  attractions  in  the 
way  of  punts,  yachts,  and  boats  adapted  to  fishing  pur¬ 
poses,  whilst  the  general  programme  at  the  Aquarium  is 
up  to  its  usual  standard  of  excellency.  No  doubt  during 
the  next  three  weeks  many  faces  familiar  at  the  late 
Piscatorial  Exhibition  will  be  seen  at  Westminster. 

Goosequill. 


i 


FISHERIES  EXHIBITION, 


(Chairman  and  Managing  Director,  Mr.  J.  RITCHIE). 


(MARCH  16th  to  APRIL  15th). 


I 


A  Few  GOOD  POSITIONS  STILL  LEFT.  Early  application  should  be  made. 


The  following  amongst  many  others  have  taken  spaces:— 

Messrs.  HARDY  BEOS.,  Alnwick;  Messrs.  D.  SLATER  &  CO.,  Newark-on-Trent ;  Messrs.  ENRIGHT  &  SON,  Castle  Connel ;  Messrs  0 
BERNARDS  SON,  Piccadilly;  Messrs.  OGDEN  &  SCOTEORD,  Cheltenham;  Messrs.  HEARDER  &  SON,  Plymouth;  Mrs.  OGDEN 
SMITH,  Clapham  Junction ;  The  BERTHON  BOAT  CO. ;  HAMMERTON,  Kingston ;  EAST,  Reading ;  SHEPHERD  &  DEE,  ;  | 
Thames  Ditton  ;  UNITE,  Edgware-road ;  THEO.  SMITH,  Oxford ;  SIMPSON  &  STRICKLAND,  Dartmouth  ;  &c.,  &c.  i 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  Price  List  of  Ova,  Fry,  Yearling,  and 
T’wo-year-old  Fario,  Levenensis,  and  Fontinalis, 
to  J.  R.  GUY,  Secretary,  Howietoun  Fishery, 
Stirling,  N.B. 


THE  BFOHTUAK’S  VABE  MEOVM. 


Est.  1818. 

Ten  Prlie  Medali. 


HEERING’S 


ONLY  GENUINE 


Sold  Medklt,  Q 
Peril,  1878,  ;  a 
London,  1884 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 


a 


PETER  F.  HEEBXNO, 

Purveyor  by  AppolntmeuU  totbeBoyal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courte  andH.B.Hetbe  Prlnoe  of  Welii*  \ 

Sold  by  all  respeotable  Wine  UerohanU.  i 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  18,  1893. 


C>covinclal  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
March  9,  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Dance  occupied  the 
vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The 
number  of  delegates  attending  the  meeting  were  over 
eighty,  and  these  represented  fifty  societies.  The 
balance-sheet  and  auditors’  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31  last  was  in  every  detail  satisfactory,  and 
the  balance-sheet  went  to  show  that  the  sum  of  .£20  was 
carried  forward  to  the  general  fund  and  placed  in  the 
bank  to  the  credit  of  the  association.  The  minutes  of 
the  committee  meetings,  held  February  2  and  March  2, 
which  dealt  chiefly  with  the  proposed  challenge  cup 
and  the  preservation  of  specimen  fish,  were  read  and 
confirmed,  subject  to  the  special  committee  bringing  in 
a  report  at  a  special  meeting,  when  the  whole  of  the 
details  will  be  taken  into  consideration.  The  alteration 
in  Bye-law  31  was  passed,  and  in  future  the  election  of 
the  association  committee  will  take  place  on  the  second 
Thursday  in  January  instead  of  December.  This  con¬ 
cluded  the  chief  part  of  the  business,  when  the  vice- 
chairman  asked  the  delegates  to  look  out  for  a  place  on 
the  Great  \\  estern  Railway  that  would  be  suitable  for 
the  forthcoming  annual  contest. 

Angling,  during  the  past  week,  has  been,  on  the  whole, 
better  than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time,  and  those  who 
>  have  had  the  opportunity  of  getting  out  have  done  so, 
and  in  nearly  all  instances  have  met  with  success.  The 
weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  the  fish 
have  been  well  on  the  feed.  Pike-fishing  has  been  the 
favourite  sport,  and  some  decent  fish  have  been  killed, 
the  largest  of  which  was  taken  from  the  Trent  at 
Alrewas,  on  Saturday  last,  by  a  friend  of  Mr.  Phillips, 
and  weighed  IGlb.  Mr.  Simkiss,  on  Monday  last,  took  a 
nice  little  fish  of  near  upon  61b.  Other  gentlemen  did 
equally  as  well  at  the  other  neighbouring  waters.  At 
Fazeley,  fishing  the  Drayton  Mill  Pool,  Mr.  Ball,  of  the 
St.  George’s  Society,  landed  a  pikeof  12flb. ;  and  several 
others,  which  were  rather  small,  were  taken  by  some  of 
the  other  subscribers.  Perch  are  in  a  forward  state  of 
spawning,  and  those  taken  have  been  returned  to  the 
water  again. 

The  Belmont  Society  fished  their  spring  contest  on 
the  12th  inst.,  in  a  branch  of  the  Kidderminster  Canal, 
near  to  Churchill.  Twenty. seven  members  took  part  in 
the  contest,  which  was  of  the  usual  time — two  hours. 
The  contest  was  fished  under  unfavourable  circum¬ 
stances,  as  a  strong  wind  prevailed  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  time.  Twelve  of  the  members  only  succeeded  in 
taking  fish,  the  size  of  which  were  a  little  over  the 
average  for  canal  fish.  The  result  of  the  contest  was  as 
follows :  First,  Mr.  C.  Davis,  four  fish,  weighing 
lib.  6joz. ;  second,  Mr.  S.  Lovell,  four  fish,  weighing 
Bb.  6oz. ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Ludford:  fourth,  Mr.  Moore; 
mth  :  Mr.  G.  Crow;  sixth,  Mr.  T.  Johnson  ;  seventh, 
1^.  R  Lutwytche,  &c.  Mr.  J.  Mack  fulfilled  the  duties 
of  referee  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

The  W  est  End  Society  fished  their  bye  contest  on  the 
12th  inst.  at  Fradley,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Clem. 

”  ainwright,  who  acted  as  referee.  Twenty-eight 
members  took  part  in  the  contest,  which  was  of  the 
usual  duration  of  two  hours.  Sport  was  greatly  inter¬ 
fered  with,  owing  to  the  high  wind  which  prevailed 
Mroughout  the  contest  time.  The  result  was  as  follows  : 
First,  Mr.  H.  Coleman ;  second  M.  W.  Wilkes  ;  third, 
Mr.  J.  Lloyd;  fourth,  Mr.  Bagnal ;  fifth,  Mr.  A. 
Guest ;  sixth,  Mr.  J.  Beeston  ;  seventh,  Mr.  F.  Wain- 
prizes,  which  are  fourteen  in  number, 
will  be  distributed  on  Tuesday  evening  next. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

The  close  time  for  angling  in  the  fen  rivers  and  drains 
commenced  on  Wednesday.  Generally  speaking  the 
season  has  been  a  satisfactory  one,  and,  so  far  as  pike  are 
concerned,  the  number  of  fish  taken  have  been  fully  up 
to  the  average,  though  in  point  of  weight  the  have  run 
smaller  than  in  previous  years.  The  largest  taken  from 
the  Forty-foot  did  not  exceed  121b.,  whereas  the  year 
f  better  specimens  were  obtained,  and  one 

of  them  reached  171b.  Roach  and  perch  have  afforded 
wcellent  sport,  but  for  the  last  two  months  very  little 
Mttom  fishing  has  been  practised,  most  anglers  pre¬ 
ferring  to  operate  with  the  trolling  tackle.  There 
has  never  been  a  better  season  for  eel  fishing ;  the 
torty-foot  being  practically  full  of  these  fish,  and 
It  has  been  no  uncommon  thing  for  an  angler  to  secure 
i6b.  M  81b.  with  the  worm,  after  an  hour  or  two’s  work. 
Mr.  Dunn  has  proved  the  most  successful  bottom  fisher¬ 
man  on  the  Forty-foot  this  season,  having,  not  only  the 
^^^sgate,  but  also  the  heaviest  single  fish — a  roach 
of  Ijlb.  (3f  the  trolling  team,  Messrs.  Winter, 
Parson,  Smith,  Kitchen,  Marsh,  .and  Cooper  have  done 
Mst.  Gn  the  Witham  about  an  average  number  of  pike 
ave  been  taken,  the  heaviest  fish  having  been  secured 
ahont  Langrick,  Southsey,  and  Bardney.  The  Welland. 
Mso  has  afforded  splendid  sport  about  Stamford, 
Market  Deeping,  and  Spalding,  and  its  tributary,  the 
ematt  s  Dram,  has  proved  a  favourite  resort  for  pike 
ermen.  The  Glen  has  not  been  largely  patronised, 
exist  spots,  where  good  fish  are  known  to 

The  Grantham  Angling  Association  has  just  held  its 


annual  meeting,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  Field. 
The  Chairman  said  they  had  had  a  fairly  successful 
year,  having  added  thirty-six  members.  Although  fish¬ 
ing  had  not  been  good  all  over  their  waters,  yet  some  of 
the  members  had  had  some  very  good  catches.  Mr. 
Scothern,  the  secretary,  submitted  the  balance-sheet, 
which  showed  that  the  year  was  commenced  with  a 
balance  of  ^012  17s.  5d.  in  the  bank,  and  the  receipts, 
including  that  amount,  were  .£45  43.  7d.  The  expendi¬ 
ture  was  £31  19s.  l|d.,  leaving  a  balance  at  the  bank  of 
£13  3s.  7d.,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  Is.  lOJd. 
On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Slater,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Robinson,  the  balance-sheet  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Earl  Brownlow  was  re-elected  president,  Mr.  S. 
Scothern  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Field  chairman,  and  Mr. 
W.  H.  Fulbeck  vice-chairman. 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

From  Christchurch — the  river  Avon,  where  the  fishing 
is  practically  public — I  hear  there  has  been  about  fifteen 
salmon  licences  granted  already.  The  waters  are  yield¬ 
ing  fairly  well,  and  many  good  salmon  have  been  bagged. 

From  further  afield,  reports  to  hand  are  good.  At 
Wallingford  there  has  been  some  good  perch  fishing 
lately.  An  ardent  local  lover  of  the  rod  has  had  a  two- 
pounder  and  another  of  11b.  15oz.  A  fine  barbel  of  81b. 
was  taken  last  week. 

From  Pangbourne. — On  Thirrsday  in  last  week,  Mr.  W. 
Hull  of  this  place,  while  fishing  with  Dr.  Lewin,  of 
London,  in  private  waters  of  the  village,  grassed  a  grand 
pike  of  211b.  Some  decent  perch,  up  to  2Jlb.,  were  also 
taken  from  the  same  waters.  On  Wednesday  we  had  a 
little  rain,  just  enough  to  “  freshen  "  the  waters  a  little. 
— J.  E.  W. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  beautiful  weather  which 
marked  the  close  of  the  late  coarse-fishing  season  was 
utilised  to  the  fullest  extent  by  enthusiasts  who  wished 
to  make  a  final  effort,  ere  it  was  too  late,  to  have  one 
more  day’s  sport.  On  the  7th  local  waters  were  well 
patronised,  and  it  does  seem  a  pity  that,  just  as  the 
climatic  conditions  make  a  fisherman’s  life  tolerable, 
the  humbler  coarse-fisher  must  lay  aside  his  rod,  and 
bemoan  his  hard  luck  and  enforced  inactivity. 

The  latest  addition  to  the  clubs  near  to  Manchester  is 
that  of  the  Longsight  Angling  Association.  A  meeting 
was  held  on  the  7th,  when  good  progress  was  reported, 
and  the  first  executive  elected  as  follows  :  President, 
Mr.  Councillor  Wilson;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  G. 
Boden  and  J.  Kershaw,  sen. ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Lord  ; 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  Broomhall,  5,  Hardman-street,  Long- 
sight;  committee,  Messrs.  E.  J.  Armstrong,  S.  Boden, 
T.  Broadhurst,  J.  Hambleton,  and  J.  Kershaw,  jnn. 
The  club  is  to  be  limited  to  twenty-five  members,  and 
already  fourteen  ordinary  and  eight  honorary  members 
are  on  thejroll-call.  The  subscription  is  fixed  at  lOs.  6d. 
Periodical  competitions  are  to  be  held  for  prizes,  some 
of  which,  it  is  confidently  expected,  will  be  given  by 
gentlemen  prominent  for  their  liberality  in  promoting 
angling.  The  first  Tuesday  in  each  month  is  to  be  the 
meeting  night.  To  the  uninitiated,  from  the  reports  of 
the  efforts  put  forth  by  various  authorities  in  the  matter 
of  river  pollution,  it  may  appear  that  our  best  interests 
are  being  looked  after,  and  that  soon  any  amount  of 
angling  will  follow,  but  if  we  wait  for  the  same  until 
the  Mersey  and  Irwell  are  in  condition,  old  age  will 
then  prevent  us  from  partaking. 

Trout-fishing  is  now  all  that  can  be  indulged  in  in 
public  waters,  and  the  amount  of  private  waters  in 
which  coarse-fishing  is  allowed  will  not  count  for  much, 
and,  with  the  sportsman,  for  nothing.  True,  there  is 
a  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  exact  time  which 
should  be  generally  acknowledged  as  correct ;  but,  of 
course,  private  opinion  counts  for  nothing.  Law  is  law, 
and  must  be  obeyed.  If  anglers  would  devote  the  same 
amount  of  time  and  energy  to  helping  on  items  likely  to 
benefit  themselves,  and  discard  the  habit  of  kicking  up 
their  heels  against  laws  signed  and  sealed,  they  would 
find  more  satisfactory  results  forthcoming.  For  instance, 
it  is  too  much  trouble  to  fill  up  the  forms  recently  sent 
out  to  the  clubs  asking  for  particulars  to  forward  to  the 
railway  companies  as  arguments  in  favour  of  restoring 
the  privileges  we  once  enjoyed,  but  which  were  taken 
from  us  in  consequence  of  abuse  by  a  few  bad  characters, 
and  the  incompetence  of  various  officials  who  were 
unable  to  determine  on  the  best  methods  to  be  used  in 
controlling  the  issue  and  working  of  the  same. 

The  new  club  at  Knutsford  is  not  a  Lancashire  club, 
but  yet  is  so  near  to  the  city  of  Manchester  that  it  really 
may  be  counted  as  one,  for  already  a  goodly  list  of 
Manchester  anglers  have  enrolled  themselves  under 
what  promises  to  be  a  glorious  standard.  Already  the 
total  is  creeping  up  towards  three  figures,  and,  if  we 
mistake  not,  a  very  few  weeks  will  suffice  to  have  this 
organisation  in  working  order  and  on  good  lines.  The 
locality  is  certainly  a  good  one,  and  contains  plenty  of 
waters. 

The  Mass  Side  Socials  held  their  first  contest  for 
prizes  last  Saturday,  with  the  following  result :  1st,  E. 
Tate;  2nd,  W.  Chambers;  3rd,  T.  Routledge;  4th,  T. 
Chambers  ;  5th,  J.  Fulton ;  6th,  F.  Tunnacliffe. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

If  a  comparatively  low-running  river  were  any  induce¬ 
ment  to  the  chub  fishermen  to  try  their  skill  just 
previously  to  the  commencement  of  the  close  season. 


then  from  Friday  to  Tuesday  last  they  had  certainly 
nothing  to  complain  of.  The  water,  although  slightly 
high,  possessed  many  attractive  features,  and  on  certain 
of  the  reaches  protected  by  the  wind  the  utmost  activity 
prevailed.  The  principal  baits  relied  on  for  sport  were 
chandlers’  greaves  and  bullocks’  pith  and  brains,  and 
both  accounted  for  fish.  At  Fiskerton  one  was  killed 
out  on  the  common ;  it  weighed,  I  understand,  41b.  2oz. 
Until  the  river  ran  in  so  decidedly,  bream  and  roach 
were  biting  freely  at  the  worm,  but  after  Friday  the 
chub  swims  claimed  the  greatest  share  of  attention. 
Pike  fishermen  pardon  the  term — were  out,  even  on 
the  concluding  day,  and  in  one  of  the  lower  private 
waters  a  notorious  fellow,  who  held  a  ticket  for 
Shardlow,  killed,  with  friends,  no  fewer  than  sixteen 
fish.  Some  of  these  did  not  weigh  21b.  apiece,  and  the 
biggest  in  the  whole  take  did  not  exceed  61b.  What  a 
cruel  shame,  and  the  wonder  is  that  gentlemen  would 
tolerate  such  a  body  of  poachers  on  their  waters. 

At  Wilford,  the  principal  operators  on  the  chub  swims 
were  the  owners  of  punts  and  three  or  four  of  the  old 
subscribers  to  the  fishery.  No  very  large  fish  were 
secured,  but  on  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  some¬ 
thing  like  forty  fell  to  greaves.  Higher  up  the  length, 
or  at  Clifton,  Mr.  J.  Boyd  caught,  on  Thursday,  bream 
up  to  S^lbs.  apiece,  and,  in  the  Bridge  Meadow,  numerous 
big  roach  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  T.  Castles. 

At  Trent  Look,  on  Saturday,  the  members  of  the 
Nottingham  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Society  fished  their 
last  roving  competition  of  the  season.  The  fish  bit 
wretchedly,  and  only  one,  an  eel,  was,  I  hear,  killed. 
This  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Harry  Jackson,  and  won  for 
him  the  premier  prize.  On  Wednesday  night  the  second 
annual  dinner  of  the  society  was  held  at  the  Malt  Cross 
Inn,  Nottingham,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  H. 
Brown.  It  is  reported  that'  the  society  intend  to 
shift  their  meeting-quarters  to  another  house  in  the 
town. 

At  Weston,  on  Thursday,  bream  were  killed  by 
Messrs.  Greaves,  F.  Gamble,  Johnson,  and  ’Theaker, 
and  at  the  weirs,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  lessee,  hooked  his  first 
salmon  of  the  season  with  an  artificial  bait.  The  fish 
was  only  slightly  hooked,  and  broke  away  after  a  pro¬ 
longed  fight.  Salmon  are  showing  at  Wenham  Hole, 
in  the  Channel  swim,  and  two  of  fully  201b.  each  appear 
to  have  taken  possession  of  the  deep  run  immediately 
above  Colwick  Weir. 

On  Thursday  night,  before  a  large  audience,  and  with 
the  vicar  of  the  parish  in  the  chair,  I  delivered  a 
lecture  entitled.  “  A  Night  with  an  Angler — his  Rambles 
and  his  Catches,”  in  the  large  schoolroom  connected 
with  St.  Saviour’s  Church,  Nottingham. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

With  the  trips  of  last  Monday  and  Tuesday  into 
Lincolnshire  closed  the  1892-93  season  for  angling  for 
coarse  fish,  and  the  vast  army  of  Sheffield  anglers  will 
now  either  have  to  put  away  the  implements  of  pisca¬ 
torial  warfare  and  rest  awhile,  or  seek  fresh  woods  and 
pastures  new  in  search  of  the  bonny  trout  or  lordly 
salmon.  The  trips  in  question,  which  were  to  Lincoln, 
Boston,  and  all  intermediate  fishing  grounds,  were 
largely  taken  advantage  of  by  those  who  were  anxious 
to  end  the  season  well.  Speaking  generally,  the  results 
were  gratifying.  The  Trent  yielded  well,  and  so  did  the 
Horncastle  canal  at  Tattershall,  although  those  who 
tiled  their  luck  in  the  Forty-foot  drain  outside  Boston 
suffered  severe  disappointment,  the  catches  from  that 
particular  water  being  small  and  few  in  number.  How¬ 
ever,  considering  the  fact  that  the  season  was  at  an  end, 
no  one  had  just  cause  for  complaint. 

A  few  words,  as  a  sort  of  review  of  the  past  season, 
will  be  expected  from  me  this  week.  Taking  it  on  the 
whole  it  has  been  quite  on  a  par  with  those  of  recent 
years,  and  neither  the  individual  angler  nor  yet  the 
association  has  any  ground  for  grumbling.  The 
association  has  been  well  supported,  and  its  trips 
largely  patronised ;  and  it  has,  during  the  year, 
acquired  a  new  stretch  of  the  river  Idle,  near  Retford, 
that  bids  fair  to  become  a  popular  and  paying  resort. 
The  trent  has  been  tried  regularly,  and  has  maintained 
its  reputation  as  a  good  all-round  stream,  nor  has  it 
done  anything  to  lose  its  character  for  fickleness.  The 
Lincolnshire  waters,  too,  including  the  Witham,  the 
Ancholme,  and  the  sluggish  drains  and  canals  with 
which  the  county  is  intersected,  have  contributed  their 
quota  to  the  laden  creels  that  from  week  end  to  week 
end  have  come  Sheffieldwards.  During  the  last  few 
months,  however,  more  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
Horncastle  canal  at  Tattershall  than  elsewhere.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  association  possess  the  right  to  fish 
in  this  water,  but  certain  it  is  that  many  have  done  so, 
and  with  very  gratifying  results,  too.  If  the  association 
have  not  secured  the  right  I  should  recommend  them  to 
take  that  step  without  delay,  as  the  canal  is  well 
stocked,  is  easy  to  access,  and  presents  few  difficulties 
that  the  ordinary  angler  could  not  surmount.  Such  in 
brief  is  the  outline  of  the  season  now  ended.  There  are 
no  phenomenal  catches  to  record,  nothing  out  of  the 
common  to  chronicle.  All  the  same  the  season  has  been 
a  good  one,  has  seen  some  good  work  done,  both  in 
committee  room  and  at  the  river  side,  and  now  it  is 
ended  we  can  all  look  back  upon  a  year  of  solid  prosperity 
and  good  feeling  one  towards  another. 

I  would  recommend  every  reader  of  these  notes  who 
happens  to  be  in  the  direction  of  Scotland-street  to 
turn  into  the  tackle  shop  of  Mr.  W.  Thompson,  where 
he  will  see  a  splendid  specimen  of  Scotch  salmon.  It 
was  caught  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Barnes  Hall,  and  weighed 
361b.  when  landed.  It  has  just  returned  from  a  London 
taxidermist’s,  and  is  well  worth  seeing. 
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FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fvthuig  Gazette. 

The  river  haa  been  in  better  condition  this  week,  and 
trout  fishers  who  have  felt  so  minded  have  had  several 
opportnnities  of  using  the  minnow.  Trout  fishing 
licences  are  now  obtainable  from  local  tackle  dealers, 
issued  at  the  usual  fee  of  Is.  These  convey  to  their 
holders,  however,  no  right  to  fish  water  where  they 
would  not  otherwise  be  entitled  to ;  that  is  to  say,  no 
right  to  fish  from  the  land  of  the  riparian  owners, 
except  where  the  towpaths  exist,  or  from  a  boat.  The 
question  mooted  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  to 
increase  these  licence  fees  to  2s.  remains  in  abeyance. 
The  river  cannot  be  fished  without  the  possession  of  these 
licences,  which  are  issued  for  trout  and  char  only  ;  but 
with  them  is  practically  given  permission  to  catch  rough 
fish  also. 

Severn  anglers  have  scarcely  had  time  to  realise  the 
full  import  of  the  announcement  which  appeared  in  the 
local  papers  last  week  to  the  effect  that  the  association 
of  county  gentlemen  and  riparian  owners  generally, 
whose  formation  we  have  occasionally  commented  upon 
in  these  columns,  contemplate  commencing  their  arduous 
work  next  month.  The  following  letter  which  appeared 
in  the  last  issue  of  the  Shrewsbury  Chronicle  will 
explain  the  line  of  action  which  it  is  proposed  to  take, 
and  it  remains  for  anglers  generally  to  decide  whether 
they  will  accord  their  support  or  otherwise.  We  can¬ 
not,  however,  but  express  the  opinion  that  the  associa¬ 
tion  would  have  acted  wisely  in  seeking  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  local  angling  societies  in  the  very  first 
instance,  and,  more  especially,  the  aid  of  the  Shrews¬ 
bury  Severn  Angling  Society  which  has  been  striving 
for  many  years  to  improve  the  Severn  fisheries  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  county  town  by  restocking,  pre¬ 
venting  netting  and  poaching,  and  generally  working 
much  on  the  same  lines  as  the  new  body  now  proposes 
to  act  upon.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  the 
association  does  not  contemplate  including  that  portion 
of  the  Severn  within  the  limits  of  the  borough  of 
Shrewsbury  within  their  area.  The  letter  referred  to 
reads  as  under : — 

Angling  in  the  Severn. 

Sir, — An  association  has  been  formed  having  for  its 
object  the  preservation  of  trout  and  grayling  in  the 
Severn  within  the  boundaries  of  the  county  of  Salop. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  association  to  stock  the  river 
with  both  trout  and  grayling,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
poaching  and  netting  which  have  rendered  the  Severn 
almost  valueless  as  an  angling  river.  It  is  not  the  wish 
of  those  gentlemen  who  have  taken  this  scheme  in  hand 
to  interfere  in  any  way  with  persona  who  may  be  found 
bottom-fishing  with  rod,  line,  and  float  for  “  coarse  ” 
fish  ;  but  from  all  such  persons  as  may  fish  for  trout, 
grayling,  or  salmon,  with  fly,  minnow,  or  other  bait, 
natural  or  artificial,  in  those  portions  of  the  river 
Severn  which  are  leased  by  the  Shropshire  Severn 
Angling  Association  the  production  of  the  association’s 
fishing  ticket  will  be  demanded.  The  price  of  the 
annual  ticket  to  be  thus  issued  will  be  Cs.,  and  this  will 
include  the  Is.  licence  claimed  by  the  Conservancy 
Board.  Another  ticket  at  a  higher  price  will  also  be 
obtainable  ;  the  holder  of  such  a  ticket  will  be  admitted 
to  the  general  meetings  of  the  association,  and  thus 
have  a  voice  in  the  management.  It  is  hoped  that  it 
may  be  found  possible  to  open  the  association  on 
April  1,  1893. 

The  under-mentioned  landowners  on  the  banks  of  the 
Severn  have  consented  to  grant  a  lease  of  their  several 
lengths  of  the  Severn  to  the  association,  and  the 
portions  of  the  river  thus  leased  will  be  preserved  by 
the  Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Association,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  keepers,  foresters,  watchers,  and  other 
servants  of  the  lessees. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  association, 

F.  A.  WoLRYCHE  Whitmore,  Hon.  Sec. 

Shrewsbury,  March  8,  1893. 

List  of  landowners  on  banks  of  the  Severn  who  have 
joined  the  association  ; — The  Earl  of  Powis  ;  Mr.  J. 
Watson,  Berwick;  Mr.  A.  P.  Lloyd,  Leaton  Knolls; 
Mr.  C.  J.  Morris,  Oxon ;  Mr.  H.  Sandford,  The  Isle ; 
Mr.  J.  E.  Severne,  Wallop  ;  Mr.  John  Burton,  Longner  ; 
Mr.  J.  T.  Pelham,  Connd  ;  the  Lord  Barnard ;  Mr.  J.  T. 
Brooke,  Haughton  Hall  ;  Mr.  T.  F.  Kynnersley, 
Leighton ;  the  Lord  Forester,  Willey  ;  Sir  Henry 
Tyrwhitt,  Stanley  ;  Rev.  F.  H.  Wolryche  Whitmore, 
Dudmaston ;  Dr.  Weir,  Malvern;  Mr.  C.  B.  Childe, 
Kinlet ;  Mr.  Beddard,  Highley  ;  Mr.  B.  Butcher,  The 
Hay,  Bridgnorth. 

We  have  heard  very  little  of  late  of  this  society,  which 
was  inaugurated  a  year  or  two  ago,  for  the  purpose  of 
restocking  and  preserving  the  fisheries  of  the  Mid- 
Severn.  It  will  be  remembered  that  a  few  county 
gentlemen  founded  the  society  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
stocking  the  river  with  game  fish,  regulating  the  fishing, 
and  protecting  the  interests  of  salmon  anglers.  In 
order  to  do  this,  the  promoters  first  set  about  securing 
the  co-operation  of  the  riparian  owners,  and  obtaining 
from  each  of  them  a  lease  expiring  annually,  granting 
them  the  control  of  such  fishing  as  they  possessed.  In 
this  they  were  fairly  successful,  but  it  will  be  at  once 
seen  that  the  difficult  nature  of  the  programme  under¬ 
taken  required  united  and  spirited  action  to  carry  it  to 
a  successful  issue,  and,  handicapped  as  the  association 
has  been  by  the  long  illness  and  consequent  death  of 
Mr.  Hawley  Edwards,  who  had  the  whole  of  the 
business  in  hand,  it  cannot  be  wondered  at  that  little 
practical  work  has  until  now  been  done.  As  we  have 
before  remarked,  the  project  of  the  promoters  is  a 
good  one  if  carried  out  in  the  manner  primarily  sug¬ 
gested,  and  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  generally,  rather 
than  in  the  interests  of  the  riparian  owners  alone.  They 


seek  to  improve  and  protect  the  fishing,  and,  for  that 
purpose,  to  make  a  charge  of  6s.  per  annum  (including 
the  licence  fee  of  Is.  to  the  Board  of  Conservators), 
against  anglers  fishing  for  the  better  class  of  fish,  promis¬ 
ing  to  devote  the  funds  thus  derived  to  restocking  the  river 
with  trout  and  grayling,  and  to  preventing  the  wholesale 
poaching  which  we  have  every  reason  to  fear  now 
exists.  They  do  not,  however,  propose  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  genuine  bottom  fisher,  or  exact  from 
him  any  fee  so  long  as  he  obtains  his  sport  in  a  legitimate 
manner.  _ 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Both  the  Teme  and  the  Severn  are  down  to  a  nice 
level  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  During  the  last 
few  days  anglers  have  been  very  busy  among  the  coarse 
fish,  evidently  determined  to  have  all  the  sport  possible 
before  the  close  season  commenced,  which  was  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  last.  The  worm  was  the  bait  chiefly  used,  but 
paste  among  the  roach,  and  pith  and  brains  among  the 
chub  were  very  killing.  Some  very  heavy  baskets  were 
taken,  and  some  very  fine  fish  among  them,  one  angler, 
Mr.  Payne,  landing  a  fine  chub  4.Ub.,  besides  other 
good  fish.  Minton  again  had  a  good  lot  of  fine  roach, 
&c. ;  Mr.  H.  Smith  some  grand  perch  with  the  worm  ; 
Mr.  E.  H.  Bowen,  Mr.  H.  Holland,  and  Mr.  Wingfield 
have  been  busy  among  the  pike,  and  have  taken  some 
fins  perch  also.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
Teme,  but  they  are  not  fit  yet— they  want  to  rest 
another  month  ;  those  I  saw  were  lank  and  almost 
black.  I  would  not  have  liked  to  have  brought  them 
from  the  water.  March  Brown  and  the  Blue  Dun  were 
the  flies  used,  and  both  were  successful. 

The  “  Worcester  United  Angling  Society,”  which  held 
its  meetings  at  the  Union  Inn,  and  has  been  at  a  low  ebb 
for  some  three  years,  ”  have  removed  to  the  Turk’s  Head, 
Lowesmoor,  and  are  merged  into  what  may  be  called  a 
new  club,  under  the  title  of  the  ‘  Worcester  Working 
Man’s  Angling  Society.’  ”  Mr.  E.  H.  Bowen,  who  has 
done  so  much  for  anglers  in  this  city,  and  whose 
sympathies  are  so  largely  with  the  working  men,  has 
consented  to  be  their  president,  has  promised  some 
valuable  prizes,  and  is  using  his  powerful  influence  in 
the  interests  of  the  club.  Mr.  Hubert  Holland  and 
other  gentlemed  are  following  Mr.  Bowen’s  good 
example,  and  promise  a  good  amount  for  prizes.  Mr. 
Wingfield,  who  has  had  so  much  to  do  with  the  various 
angling  societies,  is  doing  his  best  to  give  the  club  a 
good  start,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  become  one 
of  the  best  clubs  in  the  Midlands.  At  their  first  meet¬ 
ing  there  was  a  large  attendance,  Mr.  E.  H.  Bowen  in 
the  chair,  and  the  greatest  enthusiasm  prevailed.  The 
title  of  the  new  club  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Bowen  was 
unanimously  elected  president ;  Mr.  Seth  Robinson, 
treasurer ;  Mr.  A.  Glover,  secretary  l  Messrs.  Wingfield 
and  Hallett,  auditors  ;  and  Messrs.  Williams,  Hallett, 
J.  Glover,  Slade,  Burden,  Deakin,  Holder,  Southam.and 
Mapp  form  the  committee.  Over  seventy  members 
have  already  joined.  The  president  is  doing  his  best  to 
provide  a  good  stretch  of  water  for  their  use,  and  there 
is  every  promise  of  a  great  success. 


Notes  from  Ireland  unavoidably  held  over  on  account 
of  great  pressicre  on  our  space. 


Hepoxts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  ‘^Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association.  —  The  general  committee 
met  at  Foresters’  Hall,  on  Monday,  the  6th  inst.  Mr. 
G.  H.  Field  was  called  to  the  chair,  as  the  vice-president 
was  unable  to  remain  the  whole  evening.  The  seeretary 
read  a  letter  from  the  Bermondsey  Brothers’  Angling 
Society,  conveying  its  thanks  1o  the  committee  of  this 
association  for  its  energy  and  perseverance  in  obtaining 
the  late  concessions  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Co. 
Mr.  Ghurney  informed  the  meeting  that  the  Central 
Association  had  agreed  to  the  publication  of  a  balance- 
sheet  of  the  Preservation  Fund,  and  had  promised  to 
bear  its  proportion  of  the  expense.  A  discussion  en¬ 
sued  regarding  mixed  angling  and  gun_  clubs,  during 
which  it  was  clearly  shown  that  railway  privilege  tickets 
could  not  be  issued  to  same.  A  printed  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
asking  us  to  send  a  deputation  to  a  public  meeting  to  be 
held  at  Foresters’  Hall,  on  Wednesday,  at  7  p.m.,  with  the 
object  of  discussing  the  amended  proposed  new  bye-laws 
in  their  relation  to  riparian  owners.  It  was  unanimously 
decided  to  send  a  deputation,  consisting  of  the  members 
of  the  general  committee  and  the  gentlemen  who  formed 
the  deputation  to  the  Conservators.  A  letter  from  our 
bailiff  at  Langley  was  read,  conveying  information  that 
he  had  found  two  members  of  the  Central  Association 
fishing  in  our  waters,  and  that  upon  his  warning  them 
they  desisted.  The  secretary  stated  one  of  these  anglers 
called  and  apologised  verbally,  and  that  he  had  requested 
him  and  his  friend  to  put  same  in  writing.  The  matter 
was  consequently  referred  to  the  next  delegate  meeting 
of  the  association.  Our  bailiff  at  St.  Margaret’s  re¬ 
ported  he  had  detected  an  angler  fishing  with  a  bank 
runner,  and  that  he  had  confiscated  same.  Mr.  R.  Laws 
reported  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Thames  Angling 


Preservation  Society,  the  amended  proposed  bye-laws 
were  discussed,  and  that  they  were  considered  satisfac¬ 
tory,  excepting  with  regard  to  the  increased  powers  to  bo 
given  riparian  owners.  The  secretary  reported  that, 
owing  to  the  recent  wet  weather,  the  proposed  netting  of 
one  of  the  East  London  reservoirs  had  been  unavoidably 
postponed  for  a  time. — Hon.  Reporter 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  E.C. — The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  teke- 
place  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  20,  at  8.30. 
Trout  fishing  in  the  River  Lee  will  commence  on  May  1. 
— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association. —  Western  District. — A 
successful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Jubilee  on  the  7th  inst., 
twelve  clubs  being  represented.  The  A.  B.  box  was 
opened  and  found  to  contain  11s.  6d.  The  next  visit 
will  be  paid  to  the  Independent  Brothers  at  the  Three 
Greyhounds,  25,  Greek-street,  Soho,  on  Monday  next, 
March  20. — J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report,  I  beg  to- 
acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  ^£1  Is  from 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society;  10s.  t>d.,  E.  Allen,  9, 
Cavendish-row,  St.  John’s  Wood.  (Annual  subscrip¬ 
tions),  ifil  5s.,  Golden  Barbel,  collected  at  their  smoking 
coneert ;  11s.  6d.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Jubilee 
Angling  Society  ;  5s.  donation  from  the  Shepherd  s  Bush 
Angling  Association;  and  .£1  Is.,  H.  Gough,  secretary, 
Thames  Conservancy  (life  member).  The  next  meeting 
of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening, 
March  24,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere- 
street,  Clare  Market. — Since  last  report,  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in  ;  J.  Windsor,  roach  and  dace, 
41b.  9oz.  ;  J.  Scott,  roach  and  dace,  21b.  Soz.  ;  Sid  Cut- 
bush,  roach,  21b.  5oz.;  S.  Masters,  perch;  J.  Pailes, 
roach,  111b.,  best  roach  lib.  lloz.  The  following  officers 
were  elected  at  our  meeting  on  the  14th,  H.  Seymour 
and  A.  Hill,  chairman  and  vice  for  the  ensuing  quarter  -. 
J.  Windsor  and  Sid  Cutbush,  auditors  ;  H.  Seymour  and 
A.  Hill,  delegates  I  wish  to  remind  those  member.s 
that  were  absent  that  we  fish  for  prizes  value  20s.,  15s., 
Ss.,  and  Ss.,  on  the  19th  inst.,  usual  conditions  fromi 
Eye  House  to  Hereford.  The  next  return  visit  on  the 
Central  Association  list  takes  place  to  the  above-named 
society  on  Monday  the  20th.  All  those  secretaries  of 
societies  that  have  not  received  notice,  please  accept 
this  as  such. — J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  the  12tb 
inst.  several  members  were  out,  being  the  last  show  of 
the  season,  and  a  very  good  show  of  fish  was  the  result 
contributed  by  the  following  members,  Messrs.  Blatch- 
ley,  Lambarth,  Embleton,  Hill,  and  Rowe,  roach ;  and 
Mr.  Tomkins,  jack.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
next  meeting-night  to  arrange  about  distribution  of 
prizes,  and  to  fix  date  for  the  annual  supper. — E.  E. 
Embleton,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road. — The  members  of  the- 
above  held  a  competition  on  the  12th  inst.,  with  the 
result  that  Mr.  A.  Glass  (roach  and  dace,  5Jlb.),  first- 
prize,  15s.,  and  Mr.  Bodell  (roach),  took  second  prize* 
'There  are  three  prizes  not  taken,  so  that  members  can 
go  “roving”  on  the  19th,  when  I  hope  they  will  be 
successful  in  taking  some  good  shows  of  fish.  Mr.  Alf* 
Jardine  will  read  a  paper  entitled  “  Angling  Ways  and 
Angling  Days  ”  to  our  society  on  Wednesday,  April 
19th,  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  in  the  chair,  on  which  occasion, 
a  smoking  concert  will  be  arranged. — A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Fiscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  Tuesday  last  we  terminated, 
for  a  young  society,  a  very  successful  season.  On  our 
usual  quarterly  meeting  on  15th  inst.  the  total  weight  of 
fish  weighed-in  during  the  season  was  gone  into,  when  it 
was  found  that  5211b.  5Joz.  had  been  taken,  which,  I 
think,  is  a  fair  average.  On  the  last  day  of  the  season 
Mr.  E.  Wilson  weighed-in  a  grand  take  of  roach  and 
chub,  301b.  8oz.,  largest  chub  31b.,  and  largest  roach  11b- 
The  principal  weights  of  fish  for  the  season  are  Mr.  E. 
Wilson,  36llb.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Mackrell,  481b.  S^oz. ;  Mr.  F. 
Robinson,  .321b.  12ioz.  ;  Mr.  Hinkley,  201b.  5Joz. ;  Mr. 
Ellis,  231b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  121b.  '(ioz.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  gentlemen  take  club  prizes  ;  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  first 
punt  prize ;  Mr.  Mackrell,  second  punt  prize ;  Mr. 
Hinkley.  first  bank  prize;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  second  bank 
prize.  Private  prizes  :  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  four  prizes,  and 
one  for  largest  chub,  31b. ;  Mr.  Mackrell,  three  prizes  ; 
Mr.  F.  Wilson,  two  prizes;  Mr.  Steele,  two  prizes;  Mr. 
Trowbridge,  one  prize  ;  Mr.  Aplin,  one  prize  ;  Mr.  Ellis, 
one  prize.  With  a  view  to  assisting  the  executive, prize 
donors  are  requested  to  kindly  forward  their  prizes  as 
early  as  possible,  in  order  that  we  may  make  a 
successful  finish. — A.  'rROWBRiDOE.  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — Most  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  12th  inst.,  and  several  of  them 
met  with  fair  success.  Mr.  J.  Smith,  roach  and 
chub ;  Mr.  Mann,  jack  ;  G.  Payne,  jack  and  perch ; 
P.  Allum,  jack  ;  H.  Patman,  roach  ;  W.  Streeton,  roach  : 
J.  Warman,  jack;  and  A.  Conn,  perch  and  jack.  Total 
gross  weight  721b. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  had 
some  good  shows  of  fish  on  our  trays.  Mr.  Wheelhouse. 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Foster,  ditto  ;  Mr.  Hacker  had  ft 
splendid  chub  weighing  31b.  2oz.,  which,  when  opened  by 
the  preserver  was  found  to  contain  two  legs  of  a  bird. 
I  might  inform  you  that  that  was  not  Mr.  Hacker’s  bait. 
I  wish  all  members  in  arrears  would  settle  up  as  soon  as- 
possible. — J.  Foster,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. — We  have  had  some 
grand  shows  of  fish  since  my  last  report.  Mr.  West, 


roach,  heaviest  lib.  l^oz.,  11b.  4oz.,  11b.  3oz.,  several 

pound  fish;  Mr.  .Jennings,  roach,  lib. ‘ijoz.,  11b.  IzO^-i 

11b.  ioz. ;  Mr.  Eevett,  jack,  heaviest  71b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
Bnndall,  jack  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Billup,  jack  and  roach; 

Mr.  Hamilton,  roach ;  Mr.  Bochee,  roach  ;  Mr.  Lawson, 
roach  ;  Mr.  Borne  (our  host)  some  nice  dace  ;  Mr.  Brown, 
roach;  Mr.  Hoare,  roach,  heaviest  lib.  2Joz.,  11b.  Joz. 
Members  can  compete  for  roach,  chub,  and  dace  ^izes 
till  the  end  of  March,  from  open  waters  only.  J.  H. 

British  Sea  Angling  Society.— There  will  be  a 
general  meeting  of  the  above  society  on  Tuesday  next, 
March  28,  at  6  p.m.,  at  which  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck  will 
take  the  chair.  The  rules  will  be  confirmed,  and  there 
will  be  a  statement  of  arrangements  made  for  the  coming 
season.— P.  G.  Aflalo,  hon.  sec. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — ^The  last  competi¬ 
tion  of  the  season  took  place  at  Pangbourne,  on  the 
V2th  inst.  We  had  a  very  good  muster,  but  the  takes  of 
fish  were  very  small.  The  two  club  prizes  were  won  by 
Messrs.  Sander  and  F.  Briggs.  Mr.  Sander  also  won  the 
prize  for  the  second  heaviest  chub  over  Ub.  The  supper 
in  connection  with  this  competition  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  8.30.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Norton 
weighed-in  some  nice  roach.  Two  of  our  members  fished 
a  match  in  the  Kennett  on  Wednesday,  for  roach  and 
chub,  but  neither  of  them  caught  a  sizeable  fish.  H. 
Koach.  .  ^  ^  , 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society.  Berkley 
Castle,  Eahere-street,  Goswell-road. — On  Thursday, 
March  9,  one  of  our  members,  Mr.  Hawley,  had  a 
splendid  show  of  bream  and  roach,  weighing  371b.  ; 
largest  bream,  51b.  8oz.,  largest  roach,  11b.  9.joz. 

Hy.  Tame,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Eoyal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— The  following  members 
weighed-in  on  the  12th  inst. ;  Mr.  King,  roach  and 
jack  ;  Mr.  Cox,  roach;  Mr.  Sartain, roach  ;  Mr.  Marshall, 
dace  ;  Mr.  Sharp,  dace.— E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Anglers.— 

I  have  pleasure  in  informing  anglers  that  the  Great 
Eastern  Eailway  Company  have  generously  added 
another  station  to  the  seventeen  already  announced, 
thus  enabling  members  to  reach  that  capital  stretch  of 
water  known  as  Denvers  Sluice. — W.  J.  Wade. 
Copy.]  “Great  Eastern  Bail  way  Company,  March  15, 
|g93__Dear  sir,  I  beg  to  inform  you  I  agree  to  include 
Hilgay  in  the  list  of  stations  to  which  angling  tickets 
are  issued. — Yours  faithfully  (signed)  Wm.  Beet, 
general  manager.”  .  . 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  on 
this  list  will  be  to  the  Alma  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
Crown  Distillery,  Vere-street,  Strand,  on  Monday,  20fch 
inst.,  when  I  hope  to  welcome  many  of  the  old  familiar 
faces.— Chaeley  Watling,  visiting  officer. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C. — During  the  current  week 
sport  has  been  good  all  round.  Mr.  Tom  Keeble 
had  a  fine  show  of  small  jack,  largest,  51b.  3oz.; 
Messrs.  C.  H.  O’Dowd  and  J.  Deplidge,  good  baskets  of 
roach,  largest,  11b.  5|oz.  and  11b.  4|oz.  respectively  ; 
while  Messrs.  A.  Thorn,  Harry  Dunne,  F.  Norman,  and 
others,  have  been  “well  up.”  Mr.  W.  H.  Le  Fevre, 
C.E.,  president  of  the  Balloon  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
will  preside  on  Monday,  March  27,  when  Mr.  T.  E. 
Sachs,  president  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  will  read  his 
paper,  “The  Fish  and  the  King,  or  the  Fortunate 
Farmer’a  Daughter.”  A  gorgeous  musicai  programme 
is  promised  for  this  occasion,  excelling  all  former  efforts. 
—John  Smith,  hon.  sec.  „  .  ^ 

ClapKam  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. 

On  the  12  inst.,  seven  members  of  this  society  journeyed 
to  Wraysbury  to  fish  a  consolation  match  ;  the  prizes 
were  taken  in  the[f  olio  wing  order  :  Mr.  G.  T.  Jameson, 
41b.  2oz.  chub,  first;  Mr.  C.  Harris,  11b.  7^oz.  roach, 
second ;  Mr.  W.  Wright,  lib.  7ioz.,  roach,  third  ;  Mr. 
E.  Barber,  one  roach  15oz.,  fourth  ;  also  the  following 
members  had  fish  :  Mr.  A.  Bowater,  261b.  12oz.  roach 
and  chub  ;  Mr.  E.  Chapman,  131b.  4ioz.  roach  and  jack 
(one  jack  going  61b.  loz.  and  one  roach  11b.  6^oz.)  ;  Mr. 
A.  Turner.  111b.  lljoz.  roach;  H.  Moore,  31b.  15oz. 
roach ;  and  Mr.  Eemington  also  had  fish.  At  our  last 
meeting  we  had  a  good  muster  of  members,  and  after 
our  weekly  business  was  done  we  had  first-class  har¬ 
mony.  Mr.  G.  Laxton  presided  at  the  piano,  and 
Messrs.  Barber.  B.  Chapman,  W.  May,  Harris,  Tring- 
ham,  jun.,  &c..  rendered  some  capital  songs.  I  hope 
this  will  occur  every  meeting  night  during  the  close 
season.  Any  gentlemen  wishing  to  join  a  good  angling 
society  cannot,  do  better)  than  become  a  menaber  of  this. 
Buies  can  be  seen  at  the  bar  any  time.  -G.  T.  Jameson, 
sec. 

Gobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.  — The  match  was  continued  on  the  12th  inst. 
for  the  four  remaining  prizes,  which  were  won  by  A. 
.Smith.  W.  Parbury,  J.  Owen,  and  T.  Couckwell.  Mr. 
E.  Baxter  weighed  in  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  dace  from 
the  Thames ;  weight,  151b.  5oz.  E.  George,  chub  and 
dace,  31b.  4oz.  ;  A.  Duncan,  roach  ;  F.  Bourne,  bream. 
— A.  Smith,  sec.  , 

Crown  and  Buchland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green.  The 
next  return  visit,  on  the  No.  2  Eastern,  will  take  place 
at  the  above  on  Wednesday  next,  March  22,  when  I 
can  promise  anglers  and  friends  a  pleasant  evening  s 
enjoyment  and  a  hearty  welcome.  Only  two  of  our 
members  weighed-in  on  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  C.  Walter, 
261b.  of  roach,  two  of  the  largest  turning  the  scale  at 
31b.,  making  over  801b.  in  three  weighings-in  ;  Mr.  W. 
Long,  roach  and  dace. — G.  Eogees,  secretary. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Broymlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  12th  inst.  ten  mem¬ 


bers  competed  for  a  special  prize  in  the  Stort.  Mr.  C 
Eobinsonlwas  the  lucky  man  Mr.  0.  Eichardson  also  had 
fish.  On  Tuesday  it  was  decided  that  our  return  visit 
should  take  place  on  Monday,  March  2i.  Members 
please  note  that  the  28th  is  the  end  of  our  financial 
year,  and  I  should  like  to  show  the  auditors  a  clear 
sheet.— S.  Malby,  sec.  .  ^  j 

Epsom  Angling  Society.  —  On  Tuesday  evening 
last,  being  the  close  of  the  season,  we  settled  our  prize 
list  with  the  following  result  as  to  successful  competi¬ 
tors  for  the  season  1862-3;  J.  Jeffery  -jack,  first  club 
prize  ;  bream,  first  ditto  ;  chub,  first  ditto  (jointly  with 
W.  Wiltshire)  ;  perch,  Christmas  competition  ;  roach 
ditto ;  perch  prize  given  by  Messrs.  Bucknill  and  Jay, 
and  a  special  prize  for  roach,  an  electro  teapot,  presented 
by  W.  Dix  (the  treasurer).  Wra.Dix  (treasurer)— bream, 
second  prize,  given  by  Messrs.  Bucknill  and  Jay ; 
bream,  Christmas  competition  ;  barbel,  vice-president. 

Dr  Daniel’s,  prize  (a  tie  with  J.  Wagstaffe)  ;  and  roach 
prize  given  by  F.  W.  Coles,  Esq.  W.  Holt-dace,  first 
club  prize;  roach,  first  club  prize,  and  roach,  second 
prize  given  by  Messrs.  Bucknill  and  Jay.  J.  Wag- 
staffe— barbel,  prize  given  by  vice-president,  Dr.  Daniel 
(jointly  with  W.  Dix,  a  tie),  also  the  president’s  special 
prize  for  dace.  George  Miles -perch,  first  club  prize 
W  Wiltshire  (jointly  with  J.  Jeffery)  —  chub,  farst 
club  prize  W.  Simmons— jack,  second  prize,  given  by 
Messrs  Bucknill  and  Jay.  E.  W.  Hailes  (secretary)— 
dace  prize  given  by  F.  W.  Coles,  Esq  The  only  Prize 
remaining  open  being  that  presented  by  F  W.  Coles, 
Esq  for  perch.  A  curious  coincidence  attended  the 
taking  of  the  first  club  prize  for  chub,  on  the  13th  inst., 
at  Wraysbury,  Messrs.  Jeffery  and  Wiltshire  both 
hooked  the  same  fish.— Edwaed  Wm.  Hailes,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— A  good  many  members  fished 
at  Pangbourne  on  the  5th  inst.,  the  winners  being  the 
following:— J.  Smith,  first;  Maybury,  second;  (Jrey, 
third  -  Huiit,  fourth;  Hastings,  fifth-;  Hewett,  sixth; 
Wade’  seventh ;  Whitmore,  8th.  On  the  7th,  the  mem¬ 
bers  decided  to  fish  for  prize  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  the 
12th  In  this  competition  F.  Eaynor,  first;  Devon, 
second  -  A.  Taylor,  third  ;  Kemp,  fourth  ;  Burton,  fifth  ; 
Bowker,  sixth;  Sampson,  seventh;  C.  James,  eighth  ; 
Tucker,  jun.,  ninth  ;  two  left  over  for  the  19th,  at 
Eye  House.  Mr.  Devon  winning  5s.,  heaviest  roach. — 

Grange  Angling  Society,  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange- 
road  S.E.— Within  the  last  week  the  following  members 
have’  weighed-in  roach  and  dace ; — Mr.  Geo.  Wood, 

I. 51b  13oz.  ;  Mr.  E.  Byder,  31b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Eich, 
31b  7oz.  ;Mr. -C.  Green.  11b.  Sjoz.,  and  Mr.  Geo. 

Gibbons,  11b.  15ioz.—\WK. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Eobin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— On  the 
9th  inst  Messrs.  C.  Watling  and  J.  A.  Pitch  had  a  fine 
show  of  roach  from  the  Thames,  weighing  respectively 
241b.  13oz.  and  151b.  2oz.  On  the  12th  inst.  they  again 
had  a  good  show  of  roach,  viz.,  C.  Watling,  231b.  5oz., 
and  J  A.  Fitch,  71b.  14oz.  Messrs.  W.  Parkin,  H. 
Scott,  and  G.  France  had  small  shows  of  dace  and  perch. 
The  above-mentioned  takes  were  taken  bank  fishing.— 

J.  A.  Fitch,  sec.  .  .  ,  ^  mi. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.— 1  he 

usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last, 
Mr  C  G.  Baker  in  the  chair,  Mr.  H.  E.  Atkins  in  the 
vice-chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  memliers. 
Mr  L.  P.  Garrett,  as  umpire  at  the  last  match  (pike), 
read  a  most  interesting  report  thereon.  The  match  was 
fished  on  Barton  Broad  on  the  9th  inst.,  ten  members 
competing  for  three  prizes.  Fishing  commenced  by  the 
boats  leaving  the  landing-stage  at  11.15  a.m.,  and 
finished  by  returning  at  5.30  p.m.  The  weather  was 
perfect,  and  the  colour  of  the  water  fairly  good.  'The 
weighing-in  took  place  at  the  Aquarium  Hotel 
Yarmouth,  when  the  result  was  declared  as  lollows  :  1st 
prize  Mr  J.  H.  Fortescue,  three  fish,  221b.  14oz., 
large’st  lllb.  lloz. ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  G  Harrod,  two  fish, 
201b.  8oz.,  largest  121b.  3oz  ;  3rd  pri^ze,  one  fish, 
lllb  15oz  The  following  also  had  fish :  Mr.  L.  r. 
Garrett,  one  fish,  lllb.  loz.;  Mr.  Lowne,  one  fish, 
101b  13oz  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Millington  and  Mr.  ilhams 
one  small  fish  each.  Ten  pike  taken,  the  gross  weight 
being  83ib.  2oz.— W.  Kieby,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Dr.  Brunton  in  the 
chair,  and  a  full  attendance.  Mr.  Fickling  presented  a 
valuable  book  on  “  The  State  of  the  City  of  London  in 
1790”  to  the  library,  for  which  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
ffiven  him.  Three  new  members  were  proposed.  Alter 
some  other  important  business,  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  read 
a  highly  interesting  paper  on  “  The  smaller  Elvers  ot 
London,”  tracing  the  history  of  the  lesser  city  streams, 
and  the  causes  through  which  most  of  them  had  disap¬ 
peared.  Mr.  Bentley  concluded  his  paper  with  a  tew 
remarks  on  the  New  Kiver,  and  warned  anglers  that 
unless  a  new  source  of  supply  for  the  central  parts  ot 
the  metropolis  was  found,  the  Lea  was  doomed,  as  the 
New  Eiver  and  East  London  companies  abstracted  daily 
some  60,000,000  gallons  or  more  from  its  waters  ;  the 
present  state  of  the  lower  Lea  could  only  be  compared 
with  that  of  the  old  Fleet  before  it  was  condemned,  the 
ruin  in  each  case  being  effected  by  abstraction  of  the 
pure  water,  and  addition  of  sewage  and  other  filthy 
contamination.  There  was  a  good  attendance  ot  mem¬ 
bers  and  a  discussion  took  place  afterwards,  alter 
which  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr. 
Bentley.  Mr.  Panton  brought  up  some  good  roach 
from  the  society’s  water,  one  of  11b.  12ioz.,  and  Mr. 
Gilbert  also  some  good  roach  from  the  sanie  place. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Chambers  showed  some  good  roach  from  the 
Hampshire  Avon,  one  of  lib.  lOJoz.,  and  another  ot 
11b.  4oz.— James  Tayleb,  sec. 


Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Inte^,  Mow- 
lem-street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath.  We  had  a 
good  show  of  fish  on  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  T  'Thompson 
sen.,  171b.  2oz.  roach;  Mr.  C.  Pfleger  61b  4oz.  ro^h 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  21b.  roach.  One  of  Mr. 
Pfleger’s  roach  went  lib.  3oz.,  and  several  of  Mr.  i. 
Thompson’s  over  11b.  each. — W.  Young,  shC- 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— There  was  a 
fair  show  of  fish  on  the  12th  inst.  Messrs.  EusseU, 
roach  ;  Wells,  roach ;  Glover,  roach  ;  Callcutt,  roach  ; 

L.  A.  Fish,  chub.  On  Monday  next,  March  20,  a  concert 
takes  place  here  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of  our  late 
member,  J.  Jackson,  when  I  trust  that  the  numerous 
anglers  with  whom  he  was  acquainted  during  his  long 
career  will  rally  up  and  well  support  this  occasion. 
Chairman,  W.  Midsom  ;  vice,  H.  Wells  ;  conductor,  C. 
Salmon.— W.  Fennee,  sec.  „  .  .  o  i 

Hoxton  Brothers  AngUng  Society.— Several 
members  were  out  on  the  12th  inst.  to  fish  for  specmi 
prizes  at  Bishop  Stortford,  one  only  being  taken  by 
P.  Schulze  with  41b.  5oz.  chub.  F.  Newton  weighed  in 
31b.  3ioz.  roach,  and  G.  H.  Wood,  perch,  not  in  the 
competition.  Our  members  will  fish  for  elevM  special 
prizes  on  March  26.  in  the  Lea,  from  Wave  'Tumbling 
Boy  to  the  Engine  House  ;  leave  London  by  farst  train. 

E.  Ghueney,  sec.  .  x  mv. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  f 

Greyhounds,  25,  Greek-street,  Soho.— On  ^e  l..th  inst. 
the  following  weighed-in  ;  Messrs.  W.  Davis,  roach ; 

F.  Pain,  roach  ;  F.  Beckett,  roach  ;  A  Pam,  roach ;  and 
G  Biffabv,  perch.  Members  and  friends  will  ple^e  take 
note  that  our  return  visit  on  the 

District  will  take  place  on  Monday  next,  the  20th,  when 
all  friends  will  be  made  welcome.— A.  W.  Pain,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  .--The  membra 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  the  12th  inst.  Mr. 

H  Butt  secured  first  honours,  Mr.  G.  EogeM  second, 
Mr.  Harry  Auburn  third.  Messrs.  D.  Auburn,  T.  Harris, 
and  N.  Martin  weighed-in  fish  on  the  same  day.  ine 
members  also  competed  for  five  special  prizes  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  at  St.  Margaret’s.  Only  four  competitor  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  taking  the  required  weight.  Mr.  W.  t. 
Wilkinson  was  first,  Mr.  T.  Goodwin  second,  Mr.  W. 
Clarke  third,  Mr.  J.  Poole  fourth.  Messrs.  G.  Nunn,  C- 
Lavton,  G.  P.  Bolt  had  roach  on  the  same  day.  hlr  W. 
Wilshere  had  a  good  take  of  roach  on  Wednesday, 
which  weighed  161b.  8oz.  ;  the  four  heaviest  scaled  41b. 

Mr  J  Dunn  also  had  a  good  take  of  roach  on  T  uesday , 
which  weighed  131b.  It  is  with  deep  regret  I  have  to 
announce  the  loss  our  old  and  esteemed  friend,  Mr. 
George  Bliss,  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  his  daughter 
(his  only  child),  aged  22,  which  occurred  on  Wednesday 

last,  the  15th  inst.— H.  B.  ^  loii,  -  t-  iv,.. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  the  12th  inst.  the 
members  turned  up  in  strong  force,  that  being  the  last 
day  of  our  fishing  season.  Mr.  Watling  had  131b.  SJoz. 
of  roach;  Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  Wood,  and  Steiner  also 
had  nice  shows  of  fish.  On  the  l^b  several  of  our 
members  will  compete  in  the  A.B.C.  at  Eye  House, 
which  is  for  a  good  cause,  and  I  hope  will  be  a  great 
success. — W.  Watling,  sec.  _ 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— Last  weeks 
meeting  was  well  attended,  and  one  new  member  was 
elected,  and  another  nominated.  Mr.  Gass  read,  in  his 
usual  clear  and  incisive  style,  an  article  from  Cassell  s 
Maqazine,  on  the  Shropshire  Meres,  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  Ellesmere.  It  was  resolved  that  a  competition 
take  place  in  the  river  Vyrnwy,  at  Llry“y“®°“> 
Easter  Monday,  April  3.  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn, 
Bart.,  has,  in  the  handsomest  manner,  authorised  us  to 
add  his  ancient  and  honoured  name  to  our  list  ot 
patrons. — E.  Woodfall.  ■  i.  t>  • 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Eosemary-road,  Peckham.— Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  12th  inst.,  with  moderate 
success  ;  the  following  weighing-in  : 

101b.,  taking  Mr.  Steadman’s  prize  with  261b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Mendham,  roach,  51b.  8oz.,  largest  11b.  3oz. :  Mr.  Holt, 
bream  and  roach,  41b.  2^02. ;  Mr  Brancher,  roach ;  Mr 
Fautley,  roach  ;  other  members  having  small  takes  but 
did  not  weigh-in.  An  adjourned  special  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  for  the  revision  of  rules 
when  members  are  kindly  requested  to  attend  in  lull 
force,  as  it  was  a  poor  meeting  on  the  15th  The  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  on  Monday,  April  1/ pickets  tor 
which  may  be  had  of  the  secretary,  and  the  distribution 
of  prizes  on  the  Monday  following,  ha,d  the  pleasure 
of  proposing  two  working  members,  who  will  be  ballotted 
for  next  Wednesday. — M  .  E.  Gaedham,  sm. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N  W  -  -Most  of  our  members  went  out  on  the  Ittfa  inst., 
several  having  fair  shows  of  fish  ;  Mr.  F.  Dove  had  over 
71b.  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Morgan  came  in  first  for  the 
consolation  prize  with  roach  from  the  'Thames,  ^e 
same  gentleman  also  had  a  good  show  on  Monday.  Mr. 
Boxall  stands  first  for  the  gross  weight  jack  for  the 
season,  having  weighed-in  over  60lb.  H.  M  .  Mobgan, 

^“piscatorLl  Society.- There  was  a  very  large 
attendance  of  members  and  friends  at  the  smoking 
concert  and  presentation  of  prizes  on  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing  the  8th  inst.,  and  the  large  salon  adjoining  the  one 
occupied  by  the  society  was  utilised  for  the  occasion. 
The  popularity  of  Mr.  Edw'ard  Foreman,  who  was  the 
chairman,  and  who  had  provided  an  exceptionally  good 
programme,  made  it  a  most  attractive  entertainnientf 
and  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  nearly  every  seat 
was  occupied.  The  concert  commenced  soon  alter 
eight  o’clock  with  a  solo  on  the  pianoforte  by  Mr.  ism- 
clair  Mantel,  and  the  vocal  portion  was  ushered  in  by 
the  exquisite  rendering  of  that  beautiful  song,  Mona, 
by  Mr.  Edward  Foreman,  jun.,  who  was  loudly  ap- 
plauded,  and  whose  additional  soogatthe  close  ot  ine 
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Lighthouse  Keeper”  secured  equal  honours.  The'  pro¬ 

gramme  was  remarkable  for  its  variety,  the  humorous 
songs  and  sketches  by  Jlr.  IV.  Bruce  Smith  being 
vociferously  received,  and  in  this  department  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Charles  Pond  was  regretted,  but  who 
sent  us  a  substitute.  Master  Bonheur,  who  performed 
^me  capital  solos  on  the  harp.  The  recitations  of  Mr. 
David  Beveridge  were  thrilling  and  exciting,  and  warmly 
recognised.  The  tricks  of  the  prestidigitatenr,  Mr. 
Percy  S.  Cooper,  were  of  the  most  startling  character, 
and  the  songs  of  Mr.  T.  Soper,  Mr.  R.  J.  C.  Davis  Mr. 
A.  E.  Faulkner,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  gave  every  satis¬ 
faction.  At  the  close  a  most  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Mr.  E.  Foreman  for  his  exquisite  and 
charming  entertainment,  who,  with  his  coadjutor  in  the 
vice-chair,  Mr.  W.  F.  Woods  had  kept  the  spirit  of  the 
evening  up  with  unflagging  interest.  During  the  evening 
the  venerable  president  of  the  society,  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs, 
in  the  most  graceful  manner  presented  the  prizes  to  the 
successful  competitors,  and  with  so  great  a  number  of 
silver  cups  it  w-as  a  most  attractive  event.  The  evening 
altogether  must  be  considered  as  one  of  the  best  in 
connecoion  with  this  popular  society. 

Piscatorials,  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street, 
New  Kent- road.  Our  S.  L.  U.  Visit  takes  place  on 
luesday  next,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  clubs  on  the  list. 
We  had  some  very  nice  shows  of  fish  on  the  12th  inst. 
M  follows :  Mr.  G.  Sharman,  perch  and  roach :  J. 
Wigley,  roach  ;  E.  Carter,  roach,  perch,  and  gudgeon; 
r .  Lamberton,  roach  and  gudgeon  ;  W.  Lamberton,  dace 
and  gudgeon;  F.  T.  Lamberton,  roach  and  dace;  T. 
™?.®’  and  dace;  H.  Mitchell,  roach  and  dace;  J. 

Ulling  roach  and  gudgeon.  I  hope  members  will  show 
up  on  Wednesday,  as  there  is  some  important  business 
to  go  through. — F.  T.  Lamberton,  sec. 

^yal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— On  the  12th  inst.,  many  of 
were  out,  and  the  following  weighed  in  : 
Mr.  Holder  with  roach  (one  fish  going  over  lib  )  •  Mr 
Bacon,  roach  ;  Mr.  Gibbons,  roach;  and  Mr.  Shaw,’jun  ' 
dace.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  show  of  fish  was  not 
quite  what  we  should  have  liked  to  have  seen  for  the 
mst  show  of  the  season.  Our  return  visit  on  the 
District  Visiting  List  took  place  on  the 
Ihth  inst.  when  a  very  nice  company  was  present.  Mr. 
Brown,  of  the  Phoenix,  took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cham- 
Mrs,  of  the  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
^ciety,  the  vice-chair.  The  room  was  once  more  tilled 
to  its  utmost  limits.  When  the  roll  was  called,  seven- 
teen  clubs  answered,  and  it  was  mentioned  that  the 
next  return  visit  will  be  at  the  Copenhagen.  I  hope 
some  of  the  members  will  attend  there.  I  am  sure  I  am 
not  going  too  far  in  saying  that  everyone  present  spent  a 
very  jovial  evening.— W.  R.  Shaw,  hon.  sec 

Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Wednesday  eveniner 
our  lace-president,  Mr.  A.  G.  Jardine,  read  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  and  instructive  paper  on  pike  and  perch- 
hshmg,  displaying  various  rods,  reels,  tackle,  &c.,  used 
in  the  capture  of  these  freshwater  sharks.  It  wms  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  a  grand  success,  and  was  much  appre- 
ciatedby  our  members  and  friends  present,  some  of 
whona  had  travelled  a  great  distance  to  attend  on  this 
^casion,  VIZ.,  Mr  G  Wilson  Wilson  (Market  Harboro’), 
Mr.  G.  Challen,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Nokes,  Mr.  Humphrey 
9,'  Tilbury,  Mr.  Thorling,  Mr. 
Thomas,  &c.  Mr.  G.  Sully,  who  occupied  the  chair,  in 
proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  reader,  expressed 
the  pleasure  of  the  meeting  as  to  the  very  useful 
advice  and  instruction  received  from  so  practical 
^  angler,  as  was  in  evidence  by  the  grand  specimens  on 
the  walls  of  the  club-room.  Harmony  followed,  and  an 
Mjoyable  time  was  spent,  having  the  assistance  of 
Tilbury,  H.  Gaffie,  J.  Dellow 
Hams,  and  G.  Sully ,  the  piano  being  ably  presided  over 
Messrs.  G.  Sully  and  W.  Penney 
^owed  a  grand  toke  of  26flb.  roach  from  the  Thames, 
largest  ping  11b  loz.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  those 
dubs  who  visited  US  ;  The  Dalston,  St.  John’s,  West 
Otters,  Sociables,  Junior  Fly-fishers 
Md  the  society  with  a  long  name.  Since  Sunday  last 
Mr  Collier  had  jack,  Mr.  Orchard  jack  and  roach,  Mr. 
Gaffie  roach,  and  a  trout  of  2ilb.,  which  was  carefully 
returned,  to  be  looked  after  next  month.  Our  annual 
supper  will  take  place  oa  Wednesday,  March  22,  when 
we  hpe  to  hpe  a  good  muster  and  a  lively  time  of  it. 
Tickets  to  be  had  at  the  club-house. — J.  Laming. 

Sliver  Trout  Angling’  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane  Covent-garden.— On  the  12th  inst.  we  were 
vep  much  dipppinted,  Mr.  Smalesand  Massey  having 
only  about  81b.  of  roach  between  them,  each  having  one 
reph  Ijlb.  On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Clash  finished  up  the 
lhames  season  with  dace  and  roach  from  the  tidal 
waters. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Bribers  AngUngr  Society,  Hope,  Po  - 
i^;~The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
the  5th  mst,,  and  the  following  weighed  in :  Mr.  D 
Mar^,  r^ch,  141b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Polykett,  roach,  41b.  ^oz  • 

^  T-  Jones,  roach 

21b.  boz  ;  Mr.  Lazrus,  fine  show  of  dace;  Mr.  Henry, 
dace;  Mr.  T.  Jones,  bream,  11b.  UJoz.  Our  smoking 
was  vpy  good.  There  was  some  good  harmony 
TS’lker,  Rigg,  Spenceley,  Norris,  Perry, 
amd  W.  Midson.  During  the  evening  one  guinea  was 
^en  from  benpolent  box.  On  the  12th  inst.  and  the 

Marks,  91b.  13ioz., 
Hot;  Marks,  61b.  9i'oz.,  roach;  Mr.  Pley- 

fine  show  of 

SbiVw  lot  of  roach.-T.  Satce,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers.-VisiTiNo  List. 
The  pit  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Rodney  Pis- 
^torials,  held  at  the  Rising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New 
Kent-road,  on  Tuesday  next.  As  this  society  is  always 


well  represented  at  every  visit  on  the  list.  I  trust  they 
will  receive  g,  bumper.  -A.  Conn.  bon.  sec. 

Sundial  AngUng  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — The  roving  match  on  the 

14th  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  Harwood,  first, 
121b.  14oz.,  including  specimen  fish,  lib.  UJoz.,  and 
ro^h,  11b.  lOioz.  ;  Mr.  Hare,  second  ;  Mr.  A.  Boreham, 
third;  Mr.  Carpenter,  fourth;  Mr.  Hill,  fifth;  Mr. 
Anstead,  sixth  ;  Mr,  Harwood  also  took  the  prize  given 
by  Mr.  talero,  for  the  best  specimen  fish  in  competition. 
Tuesday,  March  28,  is  quarterly  night.  Members  will 
oblige  by  clearing  the  book  as  early  as  possible. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  104,  King’s- 
roa,d,  Brighton.— Messrs.  Wm.  F.  and  H.  Booth  have 
weighed  in  roach  from  club  water  daring  the  week.  At 
the  weekly  meeting  of  the  society  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Booth, 
the  non.  sec.,  presented  to  the  society  a  quantity  of 
perch  spawn.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  to  him  by 
Jilr.  .  J.  Holland,  seconded  by  Mr.  V.  Lindars,  and 
unanimously  carried.  It  was  afterwards  decided  that 
iu®  spawn  should  be  divided,  some  sent  to 

the  Brighton  Aquarium  anil  the  remainder  to  be  hatched 
out  at  head-quarters  in  the  large  tank  provided  for  the 
purpose.  The  trout  the  society  have  hatched  out  at  the 
Brighton  Aquarium  are  doing  well,  and  will,  in  the 
^  week  or  so,  be  turned  in  our  club  waters. — 
”  •  C._J.  Gillam,  asst.  hon.  sec. 

Brothers,  Deptford. — The  members  of  the 
above  fished  a  roving  match  on  the  12th  inst.  for  several 
money  prizes,  and  our  trays  were  well  filled  with  roach, 
jack,  perch,  and  chub.  Mr.  W.  Tyler,  first;  J.  Steer, 
second  ;  R.  Lawes,  third  ;  H.  Fennell,  fourth  ;  J.  Payne, 
fifth;  H.  Fordham,  sixth;  H.  Tyler,  seventh;  G. 
Collings,  eighth.  Several  members  will  fish  in  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  match  on  the  19th  inst.  The  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  on  April  26.  Mr.  W.  Windred 
weighed  in  jack,  roach,  and  chub ;  Messrs.  Marsley, 
Penton,  Marten,  and  Smith  weighed  in  roach. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — Some  of  ours  were  out  on  the 
12th  inst.  Mr.  Beets,  roach  ;  Mr.  Chigg  had  bream,  but 
did  not  weigh  in  ;  several  others  had  smaller  takes.  We 
had  a  good  meeting  on  the  14th.  Mr.  Philipson  in  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Betts,  the  previous  week’s  minutes 
were  read  and  confirmed.  Some  important  business  was 
got  through,  another  new  member  was  proposed— Mr. 
Kirk  ;  ballot  next  week.  I  have  a  few  more  tickets  left 

^^®  ^y®  House  competition.  Members  can  have 
them  off  between  this  and  Sunday  morning. — H.  C. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpaok  Tavern,  162,  St.  John-street- 
road,  N.— Several  members  were  out  fishing  during  the 
week  ;  one  brought  in  151b.  of  good  Thames  roach  and 
two  nice  jack;  another  member  was  fortunate  in  cap¬ 
turing  a  fine  pike,  161b.  12oz.,  which  was  much  admired 
a^d  is  the  largest  pike  in  this  season’s  fishing  among  us. 

12th  iiist.  one  of  our  roach  fishers  weighed  in 
161b.  of  fine  roach,  and  another  four  good  jack,  from 
the  Loddon  waters,  caught  Saturday.  Mr.  David 
Glasgow  has  kindly  undertaken  the  duties  of  librarian 
and  the  library  has  bsen  restored  for  the  use  of  members’ 
some  ancient  and  valuable  books  being  well  worth 
reading.  Our  young  members  intend  showing  fish  on 
Wednesday  evening  next,  as  a  final  of  the  season  — 
H.  P.  Isaac,  Hon.  sec. 

Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Pauls  Tavern,  estmoreland-road,  Walworth,  SE  — 
The  competition  at  Windsor  on  the  12th  :  Mr.  Piolanie 
took  first  prize,  the  other  prize  lapsed.  Mr.  Sparrow 
weighed-in  a  fine  show  of  roach,  the  three  largest 
weighed  31b.  foz.  The  competition  on  Wednesday,  the 
result,  Mr.  Hibble,  first,  with  321b.  12oz.  of  roach  the 
three  heaviest  weighing  51b.  2oz.,  and  twelve  fish  ’over 
IJlb.  each.  The  finest  show  of  roach  this  season,  taken 
from  waters  that  are  open  to  the  31st.  On  the  19th 
we  fish  on  the  Lea  at  Rye  House;  on  Wednesday  next 
on  the  Lea  at  Ware. — C.  Hibble,  sec. 

^^cstern  Biscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavern 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish-square,  W. — Our  last  out¬ 
ing  for  the  present  season  took  place  on  the  12th  inst 
when  a  good  representative  gathering  of  Western 
Piscatorials  journeyed  to  Henley,  and  resulted  in  Mr 
Coomor  taking  the  prize  for  jack  weighing  over  81b  , 
and  Mr.  Schmidt  (of  Lmdon)  taking  the  prize  for 
reach.  After  a  sumptions  repast  at  the  Flower-pot 
Hotel’  the  company  returned  to  London,  well  satisfied 
with  the  little  holiday  well  spent.— D.  W.  Evans,  sec 
West  Ham  BrotKers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  the  11th  and  12th  inst.,  and  the  following  weierhed- 
51b.  llioz.  of  jack ;  Mr.  Goodrich, 
71b.  SJoz.  of  roach  and  jack  ;  Mr.  T.  Kenry,  31b.  31oz. 
of  roach  ;  Mr  C.  Maxted,  21b.  5oz.  roach ;  Mr.  O.  Lloyd 
Lib.  6Joz.  jack  ;  Mr.  C.  Roberts,  31b.  14oz.  jack  ;  Mr.  F.’ 
Humfrys,  81b.  7Joz.  of  jack;  Mr.  G.  Hobbs  and  Mr.  l! 
Ivobatham  also  weighed-in  roach. — R,  Lowther,  sec. 


Holloway  »  Oinlmen'.  «hi/ PiZ/.c -Reliable  Eemedies.-In  wounds 
glaodular  swellings,  enlarged  veins,  neuralgic 
rheumatism,  the  application  of  this  soothing  OintmSit 
e?ire»  not  only  gives  the  greatest  case,  hut  likewise 

The  Pills  much  assist  in  banishing  the 
Ointnf.dVl  «-nd  8im  lar  painful  disorders,  whilst  the 

mtnZ  1  9  •  •  The  Pills  remove  the  consti- 

tutionai  disturbance  and  regulate  every  impaired  function  of 
every  organ  throughout  the  human  body.  tL  cure  is  neither 
permanent  and  complete,  and  the 
.1,^  recurs  so  perfect  has  been  the  puriflcation  per- 
formed  by  these  searchmg  yet  harmless  preparations. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames— General  Remarks.— There  is  an 
interesting  item  in  connection  with  the  perch  that  will 
afford  some  evidence  there  is  every  prospect  of  those  fish 
coming  again  in  the  river.  Last  week  one  of  the  fisher¬ 
men,  in  throwing  the  cast  net  for  bait,  three  times  the 
fish  he  netted  were  principally  perch  of  about  2in.  in 
length  and  in  considerable  numbers  on  each  occasion, 
and  in  other  portions  of  the  river  I  have  received  similar 
reports.  I  am  prepared  to  give  the  name  of  the  fisher¬ 
man  referred  to  and  the  portion  of  the  river  in  which 
they  were  taken ;  but  not  wishing  to  state  it  publicly,  I 
have  considered  it  best  to  withhold  it.  In  addition  to  all 
this,  some  good  quantities  of  fine  perch  have  been  taken 
by  the  anglers.  The  dace  are  now  in  large  numbers  at 
Moulsey  Weir,  and  I  regretted  to  receive  a  report  of  the 
bait-net  being  thrown  amongst  them  which,  though  not 
illegal,  is  a  disgraceful  and  unsportsmanlike  proceeding, 
and  only  supplies  evidence  to  the  conservators  that 
their  new  bye-law  which  limits  the  use  of  the  bait  net 
to  assistant  river-keepers  is  a  very  desirable  one.  I 
have  received  a  letter  objecting  to  the  use  of  more  than 
one  rod  at  the  weir  heads,  but  this  is  not  a  question  to 
deal  with  in  the  proposed  new  bye-laws,  the  weir  heads 
are  the  private  property  of  the  conservators,  who  can 
make  such  regulations  as  to  meet  the  objection  ;  and,  I 
think,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  they  will  do  it,  as 
it  must  undoubtedly  interfere  with  the  sale  of  tickets 
as  issued  by  the  board,  inasmuch  as  the  weir  heads  are 
too  limited  to  be  subject  to  monopoly,  and  must  con¬ 
siderably  check  the  purchase  of  tickets.  I  would  ask 
those  who  talk  about  the  river  being  depleted  of  jack  to 
read  the  Shepperton  and  Sunbury  reports  of  this  week, 
the  one  day  at  Shepperton  of  thirteen  jack,  two  of  the 
largest  weighing  22ilb.,  and  the  same  angler  losing  as 
many  more,  is  important,  and  I  believe,  if  there  had  been 
suitable  weather,  the  season  would  not  have  closed  with¬ 
out  other  brilliant  results. — B. 

Upper  Thames,— The  coarse  fishing  season  of  1892-93 
has  gone  over  to  the  majority,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
many  Thames  anglers  will  shed  tears  of  regret  over  the 
grave  of  that  dear  departed.  In  a  future  note  I  purpose 
giving  a  of  the  doings  on  the  Upper  Thames 

daring  the  past  nine  months.  The  past  and  last  week 
of  the  season  has  been  startling  with  big  takes  and  fish, 
eight,  nine,  ten,  and  in  one  case  eleven  jack,  falling  in  a 
day  s  work  -no  monsters  came  to  band,  but  such  a  final 
bouquet  of  pike  and  roach  as  has  seldom  been  witnessed 
in  the  Windsor,  Bray,  Cookham  and  more  especially  in. 
the  anglers’  paradise,  the  Marlow  and  Hurley  waters. 

I  have  already  spotted  some  screaming  trout,  but  wild 
horses  as  yet  will  not  drag  any  information  as  to  the 
whereabouts,  from — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — William  Melbourne 
writes  ;  “  There  is  a  great  quantity  of  dace  come  up  to 
Hampton  Court,  and  the  anglers  have  lieen  catching  a 
considerable  number  with  tue  red  worm.  One  of  the 
local  anglers  took  twenty  dozen  in  one  day  with  one  rod, 
and  during  the  week  hooked  two  trout ;  one  broke  away 
and  the  other  he  caught  which  he  safely  returned  to  the 
river  again.  The  last  few  days  of  fine  weather  have 
made  the  trout  begin  to  show,  and  looks  well  for  a  good 
season.  There  is  a  large  fish  feeding  opposite  the 
Castle  Hotel,  East  Moulsey.” 

Thames  (Kiugfston). — J.  Knight,  eight  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ana  a  couple  of  barbel,  of  31b.  each.  ilr. 
Saunders  and  Mr.  Sampson,  fishing  with  J.  Wilkes,  ten 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  one  large  pike,  which  has 
been  sent  to  be  set  up,  and  will  afterwards  be  seen  at  the 
Swan  Hotel,  Hampton  Wick.  Two  gentlemen,  with  N. 
Bolton,  four  jack. 

Thames  (Hichmond),— E.  Howard  14Jlb.  of  roach 
and  dace,  and  a  bream  of  2Jlb.  ;  Job  Brain,  m  two  days, 
201b.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  Henry  Howard,  in  three  days, 
251b.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  and  H.  Mansell,  in  three  days, 
351b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Shepperton).— Mr.  Chick,  of  the  Acton 
Piscatorial  Society,  fishing  with  George  Rosewell  on 
Saturday  last,  had  a  good  day  with  the  jack  having 
caught  thirteen  fish,  and  lost  as  many  more.  They  were 
well  on  the  feed,  the  two  largest  fish  weighing  22Jlb.,  it 
being  a  sharp  frost  started  them  on  the  move  after  their 
long  rest. 

Thames  (Staines). — JohnKeene,jun.,  one  day  with 
Mr.  Edwards,  201b.  of  roach  and  chub  ;  another  day, 
with  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Mackrell,  201b,  of  roach  and 
and  chub;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury,  151b.  of 
roach  and  chub;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Codd,  251b.  of 
roach  and  three  chub  ;  and  another  day  with  Mr. 
Bowater,  301b.  of  roach  and  chub. 

Thames  (Sunbury).— Messrs.  E.  Clark  and  Sons, 
in  three  and  a  half  days,  thirty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
twenty  jack,  and  seventeen  perch  ;  John  Stroud,  in  the 
week,  twelve  jack,  nine  perch,  and  seven  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ;  Herbert,  one  day,  81b.  of  perch,  and 
in  two  other  days  351b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Tedding^on).— W.  McBride,  in  two  days, 
fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  two  jack  ;  Joseph 
Baldwin,  in  three  days,  seventeen  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace;  a  gentleman  in  a  private  boat  two  jack,  one 
weighing  l.ilb.  and  the  other  4Jlb. ;  another  trout  has 
been  hooked,  and  broke  away  with  the  tackle. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— C.  Cozen,  in  two  days, 
eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Two  gentlemen  in  a 
punt,  in  two  days,  ninety-three  dace.  A.  Hammerton, 
in  two  days,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Pert 
Hammerton,  in  two  days,  151b.  of  roach  and  dace. 
Jackson,  in  two  days,  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  dace. 
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E.  Moffatt,  in  three  days,  sixteen  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace;  and  J.  Spring,  in  seven  days,  701b.  of  roach  and 
dace,  and  a  couple  of  bream.  In  the  river  below  Kew 
Bridge,  one  of  the  netsmen,  B.  Pearce,  caught  a  trout 
of  20in.  in  length,  which  he  retained  until  the  arrival  of 
head  river  W.  Douglas,  who  took  it  to  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall,  at  Kingston,  and  it  was  turned  into  the  river 
there. 

Thames  (Windsor). — The  coarse-fishing  season  of 
1892-3  wound  up  brilliantly  here,  water  getting  into 
perfect  condition  during  the  last  few  days.  Jack,  in 
particular,  were  well  on  feed.  Messrs.  Manning  and 
Waterman,  of  Windsor,  out  with  James  Gray,  taking 
fourteen  fish  in  six  hours,  the  largest  about  Clb. ,  in  all 
501b.,  one  only  under  size.  The  best  fish  of  the  week  and 
of  the  season  was  the  111b.  14|oz.  pike  taken  by  Mr. 
Bambridge,  of  Eton,  and  which  was  returned  this  day  to 
the  place  it  came  from,  in  presence  of  Mr.  Howlett,  of 
Eton,  the  secretary  to  the  local  society.  From  this 
same  spot  Mr.  E.  Gray,  of  Windsor,  had  one  of  81b.  on 
the  13th  inst.  On  the  9th  inst.  Mr.  Manning,  of  Wind¬ 
sor,  out  with  James  Gray,  had  ten  jack,  weighing  401b. 
Some  capital  chub  and  roach  have  also  been  had,  Mr. 
O’Dowd,  of  London,  having,  amongst  others,  a  beauty  of 
lib.  7oz.  Mr.  Eich,  of  the  Amicable  Excelsior  Club, 
London,  had  a  nice  basket  of  roach,  in  all  141b.  In  two 
days,  gentlemen  out  with  Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  had 
about  401b.  of  chub.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Windsor,  has  also 
had  good  bags  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Couling,  of  Windsor,  a 
brace  of  jack,  51b.  A  trout  of  4jlb.  was  taken  from  the 
bank  by  a  London  angler,  who.  I  am  told,  carefully 
extracted  the  hook,  and  returned  it,  none  the  worse  for 
its  trip,  to  the  higher  regions.  A  match  between  Mr. 
Howlett,  of  Eton,  and  Mr.  Comber  resulted  in  the 
former  winning  with  a  brace  of  fish,  jack  and  chub.  Had 
the  season  now  closed  been  open  a  few  days  longer, 
whilst  the  water  was  in  such  splendid  trim,  quantities  of 
jack,  chub,  and  roach  would  have  been  taken,  and  those 
who  could  not  fish  the  last  few  days  missed  a  treat. — 
B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Aucliolme  District. — A  few  local  men  were  out 
during  the  closing  days  of  coarse  fishing,  and  roach  were 
the  fish  chiefiy  caught.  A  few  fine  trout  are  now  seen 
occasionally,  and  the  question  is  whether  fly-fishing 
might  not  be  permissible  during  the  close  time  ?  At  the 
close  of  close-time,  the  beat  time  for  trout  fishing  is  well 
nigh  over. — Thomas  Ford. 

Avon  (Hants). — Grand  angling  weather  still  con¬ 
tinues.  Although  there  has  not  been  so  many  rods  out 
during  the  past  week  fairly  good  sport  has  been  obtained. 
Mr.  Arthur  Baxter  has  again  been  successful  with  a 
331b.  fish,  a  splendid  specimen,  and  up  to  the  present 
the  largest  that  has  been  taken  this  season.  Mr.  E. 
Booker  has  also  landed  a  fine  fish  of  221b.  ;  and  the 
Hon.  Henry  C.  Guest  one  of  201b.  Mr.  Arthur  Baxter 
also  captured  a  splendid  fish  in  the  Biatern  water  scaling 
26ilb. 

Barle  (Dulverton). — The  river  is  low  and  bright. 
Good  baskets  are  killed  daily.  Killing  flies.  Uprights, 
Blue  Hackled,  and  Winged  and  Silver  Twist,  Olive  Dun, 
and  Corncrake. — Iron-Blue. 

Brandon. — Eoach  are  feeding  well  here  now  ;  pike 
were  well  on  up  to  the  last  week.  I  saw  eight  splendid 
fish  taken  by  one  gentleman — good  ones.  Water  gone 
down  very  nicely. — W.  Howlett. 

Cam. — This  water  is  now  all  right,  and  fish  feeding 
fairly  well.  A  capital  good  place  to  try  is  at  Upware, 
about  two  miles  from  Soham  station,  G.E.E. ;  some  rare 
big  perch  there,  also  good  roach. — W.  Howlett. 

Coin  (Bibury). — I  passed  through  this  very  pretty 
Cotswold  village  last  week,  and  saw  some  good  trout 
rising.  The  proprietor  of  the  public  water  (T.  Woodman, 
“  The  Swan  ”)  tells  me  he  thinks  there  is  a  fair  show  of 
fish,  but  I  understand  there  is  only  room  for  two  or 
three  rods  per  diem.  The  quarters  here  look  comfort¬ 
able,  and  one  might  almost  fish  out  of  the  inn  windows. 

Cornish  Streams. — Last  Wednesday,  the  15th,  was 
the  opening  day  for  trout  fishing  on  all  the  Cornish 
streams.  Good  reports  have  from  time  to  time  been 
made  of  the  water  during  the  spawning  season,  and  so 
the  opening  was  more  promising  than  it  has  been  for 
many  years.  The  tributaries  of  the  Camel  and  Fowey 
and  the  shorter  streams  which  run  into  the  sea  on  the 
north  coast  at  Mawgan,  and  on  the  south  coast  at 
Looe,  are  all  well  stocked,  although  the  latter  river  is  at 
its  best  when  the  peal  run  up.  From  Bodmin  many 
anglers  started  to  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Camel,  and 
to  St.  Xeot  on  the  Fowey.  On  the  moors  north  of  St. 
Breward,  capital  trout  fishing  is  nearly  certain, 
although,  of  course,  moorland  trout  are  small.  The 
weather  on  Wednesday  was  fairly  bright,  hut  the  wind 
was  colder  than  usual.  Some  anglers  returned  early 
with  very  fair  baskets  of  from  two  and  a-half  dozen 
downwards,  taken  with  fly,  while  others  opened  with 
worm.  The  flies  useful  in  March  and  April  are  small¬ 
sized  Browns,  winged  and  hackled.  Blue,  with  hare’s 
flax,  gold  ribbed,  and  Bed,  with  hare’s  flax  ribbed. 
The  trout  are  in  exceptionally  forward  condition,  and 
generally  speaking,  the  whole  of  the  rivers  are  well 
furnished  with  trout. — Bodmin. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — We  have  had  beautiful 
weather  this  week  up  to  to-day  (Thursday),  and  the 
water  has  fined  down,  and  many  fishermen  were  out 
yesterday,  but  we  have  not  heard  of  anything  specially 
heavy  being  done  as  yet. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Earn. — On  the  Lower  Dupplin  water  Lord  Strath- 
allan  and  Mr.  H.  Kelsall  killed  ten  whitling  each  on 
Tuesday. 

iSast  and  West  Cleddan  (Fembrokesbire). — 

There  are  bitter  complaints  as  to  the  continuance  of 
excessive  poaching,  by  night-lines,  &c.,  on  the  West 
Cleddan,  above  Haverfordwest,  so  much  so  that  one 
angler  writes  that  “it  will  not  be  worth  while  taking 


out  a  trout  licence  this  season.’’  A  fine  salmon  was 
hooked  and  lost,  after  a  game  fight,  on  the  East  Cleddau 
a  few  days  ago. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  cold,  boisterous  weather 
makes  salmon  fishing  anything  but  a  pleasant  pastime, 
and  fish  are  not  rising  as  freely  as  could  be  wished. 
They  have  been  what  the  Scotchmen  call  very  “  dour’’ 
of  late.  Still,  there  have  been  some  “tight  lines.” 
Mackenzie,  the  Warwick  Hall  keeper,  had  three  fish  one 
day.  On  the  9th.  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon  killed  one,  171b.,  at 
Armathwaite.  On  the  10th,  Stephenson,  Corby  Castle, 
had  two,  S.  Wright  one,  191b.,  and  Mr.  Caddie  two  in 
the  association  water.  Stephenson  has  since  killed  three 
more,  weights,  81b.  to  101b.  The  Solway  and  river  net- 
men  complain  that,  in  spite  of  the  strong  west  wind,  fish 
are  not  running  well.  There  is  less  disease  in  the  Eden 
than  has  been  known  for  many  years,  though  it  is 
beginning  to  show  more  the  last  few  days.  Trout  fish¬ 
ing  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  begun.  The  river  is 
getting  low  and  fine,  but  appearances  point  to  rain 
shortly. — Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — We  have  been  favoured 
with  some  thoroughly  spring-like  weather  during  the 
past  week,  and  the  fly-fishermen  have  enjoyed  capital 
sport  all  round.  Some  of  the  best  bags  have  been  made 
on  the  upper  association  waters,  Mr.  J.  Harwood 
scoring  thirty-seven  and  forty-three  respectively  in  two 
visits,  Mr.  Paines  a  very  pretty  show  of  thirteen  and  a 
half  brace,  and  Mr.  Austin  a  nice  lot  of  eleven  and  a  half 
brace.  On  the  Brampford  waters  smaller  scores  have 
been  the  rule,  but  some  very  decent  baskets  of  from 
three  to  six  brace  have  fallen  to  a  few  of  the  old  practi¬ 
tioners.  Several  of  our  pikeists  have  paid  their  fare¬ 
well  visits  for  this  season  during  the  week  to  the  old 
well-trod  battle  grounds.  Sergeant  Shepherd  winding  up 
with  a  total  of  ten  fish  taken  in  three  outings,  largest 
81b.,  6.jlb.,  61b.,  and  51b.  This  old  veteran  has  finished 
up  his  season  in  good  style,  having  in  the  last  few  days 
grassed  thirteen  fish,  weighing  in  all  just  6.51b.  Mr. 
Roberts  has  had  four  small  fish,  and  one  or  two  other 
anglers  have  scored,  but,  speaking  generally,  the  season 
has  been  a  poor  one  throughout,  and  the  majority  of  our 
anglers  will  have  little  cause  to  cherish  its  memory.  I 
notice  that  our  Bristolian  friends  have  been  giving  the 
Tiverton  Canal  a  further  taste  of  their  quality,  four 
members  of  the  “  Golden  Carp  ”  Angling  Society  in  two 
days’ fishing  turning  out  no  less  than  forty  pike,  the 
best  specimen  being  a  fine  fellow  of  22Mb. — Eed 
Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  weather 
has  been  very  favourable  this  week  for  angling,  and 
local  anglers  have  been  having  some  very  fair  sport,  not 
only  among  pike,  but  among  other  fish.  The  chief 
work,  however,  has  been  trolling,  and  the  warm  sun¬ 
shiny  days  have  tempted  more  than  the  ordinary 
number.  The  Forty-foot  has  been  in  capital  trim,  and 
about  Billingborough  the  local  anglers  have  had  some 
good  pike  catches,  though  heavy  fish  have  been  some¬ 
what  at  a  discount.  The  best  I  have  heard  of  have  run 
to  51b.  or  61b.  each,  but  .31b.  to  4jlb.  have  been  the 
ordinary  size.  From  the  Welland  also  some  nice  fish 
have  been  banked.  If  the  present  spring-like  weather 
lasts,  those  who  have  the  opportunity  will  be  paying 
attention  to  trout.  I  hear  the  Gwash,  in  the  Stamford 
district,  now  contains  some  good  trout ;  fish  uij  to  41b. 
each  were  taken  last  season,  and  the  season  is  believed 
to  have  been  a  good  one  for  breeding,  which  is  favour¬ 
able  for  future  operations.  Several  other  small  streams 
in  this  district  also  contain  trout. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts.). — A  good  many  visitors  paid 
a  last  visit  to  the  public  waters  on  the  Idle  this  week, 
owing  to  the  very  tine  weather  which  has  characterised 
the  close  of  the  season.  Eoach  have  been  feeding  and 
have  been  easy  to  take,  and  some  very  good  baskets 
were  got  by  the  bottom  fishers.  Most  of  those  who  have 
visited  the  river  below  Retford  have  tried  for  pike,  and 
several  good  fish  have  been  taken.  Indeed,  on  Saturday, 
one  of  the  best  fish,  if  not  the  best,  of  the  season,  was 
taken  by  a  Sheffield  visitor  named  French.  It  was  a 
splendid  fish,  and  weighed  over  141b.  Now  that  the 
season  for  coarse  fish  has  come  to  an  end,  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  the  trout  will  have  a  turn.  Notices  as  to  licences 
have  been  issued,  and  licences  may  be  obtained  at  the 
usual  places.  I  do  not  hear  that  the  Trent  Board  have 
done  anything  for  the  trout  fishers  with  the  revenue 
derived  from  last  year’s  licences  on  this  water  ;  but 
they  have  issued  notices  offering  rewards  for  the  con¬ 
viction  of  dynamiters  and  other  illegal  practitioners. 
Anglers  think  they|ought  to  do  a  bit  more  for  their 
money. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgau,  Anglesey).— Mr.  Buddi- 
com,  J.P.,  Church  Stretton,  staying  at  the  Prince 
Llewelyn  Hotel,  Aberft'raw,  had  ten  good  trout  on  the 
river  one  day,  and  a  dozen  the  next,  with  fly.  The  lake 
and  river  have  fallen  a  foot,  and  rain  is  wanted. — W.  H. 

Lake  District. — Very  little  ha.s  been  done  in  this 
district  during  the  past  week  in  the  way  of  angling. 
Bright  sunny  days  have  alternated  with  cold  high  winds. 
May  and  March  having  been  presented  in  their  typical 
weather.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  the  adverse 
circumstances  have  resulted  in  very  poor  sport.  One 
gentleman,  however,  had  a  trout  of  2Mb.  from  the  Bela  ; 
others  have  had  to  be  content  with  two  to  four  fish  of 
smaller  dimensions  per  outing.  Messrs.  Jackson  and 
Watson  had  this  afternoon  (Wednesday)  each  a  nice 
basket  from  Underbarrow  Beck  with  the  worm.  At  the 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  it  is  blowing  half  a  gale, 
accompanied  by  rain,  which  may  turn  to  sleet  or  snow 
on  the  mountains. 

Lake  Vyriiwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).— 

A  few  days  ago  another  lot  of  500  healthy  yearlings 
arrived  from  Solway  Fishery,  making  1500  this  season, 
and  not  one  life  lost  route.  These  were  duly  placed 


in  the  nurseries,  from  which  about  600  had  been  turned 
into  the  lake,  third  part  of  which  were  takeable  fish. 
The  relaxation  of  rule  re  spinning  and  trolling  ought  to 
show  some  heavy  captures  in  the  early  part  of  season, 
as  the  large  trout  have  not  really  yet  been  touched,  anu 
it  is  not  judged  advisable  to  leave  them  to  them¬ 
selves  any  longer.  The  seasonable  rains  of  “February 
Filldyke  ”  should  bring  the  fish  on  well  this  season,  and 
followed  by  this  glorious  sunshine,  we  may  expect  a 
great  hatch  of  flies. — Long  Drift. 

Lark. — This  river  is  all  right  now  for  roach  and  dace  ; 
several  good  lots  were  taken  at  Prickwillow  (three  miles 
from  Ely)  last  week— some  very  fine  perch. — W.  How- 
LBTT. 

Lea  and  Stort. — Up  to  the  last  day  or  two,  the 
weather  has  been  most  favourable  for  angling  opera¬ 
tions,  and  as  a  rule  some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had. 
On  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  Geo.  Rochester,  of  the  Edmonton 
and  Tottenham  A.  S.,  had  a  nice  jack ;  some  decent 
perch  wore  also  taken.  At  Games’s  Higham  Hill 
fishery,  on  the  same  day,  three  good  chub,  weighing  from 
21b.  to  31b.,  were  caught,  and  on  the  following  day  a 
few  nice  perch  ;  a  large  pike  was  also  lost.  There  pro¬ 
mises  to  be  a  big  meeting  of  fishermen  at  Rye  House, 
on  the  19th  inst.,  when  the  great  competition  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund  and  Con¬ 
valescent  Home  will  take  place. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down  considerably,  and  have 
cleared,  and  are  now  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine  and  warm,  and  suit¬ 
able  for  anglers  to  get  on  to  the  river  banks.  A  fair 
number  of  flies  have  been  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  have 
been  rising  well  at  them.  The  best  flies  are  the  March 
Brown,  Cowdung,  Iron  Blue,  Eed  Palmer,  and  February 
Eed.  Some  nice  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  Blue 
Dun  and  March  Brown.  The  Pinsley  is  now  in  good 
order  for  fishing  ;  fair  sport  has  been  had. — G Wynne.  . 

Liigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Hingslaud).— 
The  two  former  rivers  are  still  too  heavy,  and  sink  but 
very  slowly  ;  by  beginning  of  next  week  they  should  be 
in  order.  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  good  condition.  Some 
fair  fish  have  been  taken  with  Blue  Dun  and  Eed  Palmer. 
February  Eed,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung  fly. 
Mulberry  Dun,  and  March  Brown  will  be  the  flies  for  the 
next  fortnight. — E.  T.  Williams. 

Medway,  Maidstone. — The  season,  on  the  whole, 
has  been  a  fairly  good  one,  but  very  few  pike  have  been 
taken;  the  largest,  111b.,  was  taken  at  Teston. — W. 
Shrubsole. 

Nene  (Feterborougk).  —  The  floods  have  now 
abated,  and  we  have  been  favoured  with  some  fine 
weather,  a  good  many  anglers  have  been  out,  and  some 
good  sport  has  been  obtained.  Eoach  and  perch  are 
biting,  and  some  good  sport  amongst  pike  has  been 
obtained.  The  water  is  in  a  muddy  condition,  and  the 
current  swift.  A  curious  story  is  told  of  several  fish 
which  lived  in  a  tank  on  an  engine.  A  driver  caught  a 
roach  and  an  eel,  and  threw  them  into  the  hot  water 
tank  of  his  engine.  Some  days  afterwards  on  looking 
into  the  tank  he  saw  the  fish  swimming  about,  and  he 
fed  them  with  crumbs  every  day.  They  lived  in  the 
tank  for  a  considerable  time.  The  Peterborough  County 
Council,  at  their  annual  meeting  on  Wednesday,  decided 
to  sign  the  memorial,  which  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Peterborough  Town  Council,  for  the  cleaniog  out  of  the 
bed  of  the  river  from  Wellingborough  to  Peterborough; 
— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse. — Brand  Creek  is  a  place  I  can  recommend 
anglers  to  try,  now  the  waters  have  gone  down  ;  plenty 
of  rare  good  fish  lay  there,  three  miles  from  Littleport 
Station,  G.E.E. — W.  Howlett. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).  —  The  weather  and  water 
were  most  favouraole  to  finish  up  the  season.  The 
nth  and  12th  were  most  favourable  for  good  fish,  which 
were  taken  with  live  snap  and  spinning  bait.  Local 
anglers  were  fortunate  in  taken  one  13Mb.,  one  SJlb., 
and  another  111b.,  whilst  visitors  took  fish,  10|lb. , 
91b.,  and  several  from  41b.  to  61b.,  but  the  last  day  they 
were  not  anything  scarcely  to  record.  No  doubt  many 
know  this  has  been  a  very  bad  season,  but  let  us  hope 
that  the  next  will  be  better ;  for  last  season  was  bad, 
but  this  has  been  worse. — H.  Bout. 

Ouse  (OfFord). — The  season  is  now  at  a  close  until 
June  16  for  bottom  fishing.  Gentlemen  have  had  very 
good  sport  during  the  summer  months,  Mr.  McKenzie 
taking  309  bream,  663  roach,  10  eels,  and  a  great  number 
of  small  ones,  which  sportsmanlike  returned  to  the 
water,  from  a  swim  in  Mr.  Priestley’s  meadow.  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Ritchie  also  had  very  good  sport  from  a  swim 
not  more  than  twenty  yards  from  Mr.  McKenzie,  some¬ 
times  both  hooking  a  fish  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Porter 
and  Mr.  Hay  took  146  roach  in  one  day,  several  weighing 
over  IJlb.  As  to  jack  fishing,  the  weather  has  been  bad 
during  the  winter  months  until  about  Feb.  9 ;  then  we 
had  a  fortnight's  good  weather.  Jack  were  feeding  well 
all  round  us,  but  not  a  rod  on  our  waters  until 
March  10,  when  we  had  very  fair  sport.  On  March  13 
thirteen  good  jack  were  taken  scaling  from  81b.  to  31b., 
and  several  small  ones,  which  we  returned  to  the 
water. — Collins. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  season  in  this  district  finished 
up  in  glorious  style :  several  anglers  have  had  good 
sport,  and  during  the  past  week  I  have  been  successful 
in  landing  twenty-one  pike,  the  largest  scaling  14jlb., 
the  others  ranging  from  SJlb.  to  101b.  The  previous 
week  I  took  a  roach  which  turned  the  scale  at  21b.  3oz. 
it  was  in  splendid  condition,  and  is  being  set  up  by 
Anstiss  of  Chelsea. — A  Scard. 

Faugbourne. — As  I  said  in  my  last  report,  if  we 
got  no  more  rain  there  would  be  some  good  fish  taken 
before  the  close,  such  has  been  the  case.  I  know  of 
over  thirty  being  captured,  largest  taken  at  Goring  by 
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a  gardener,  weighed  251b.,  girth  l{)|in. :  Vincent,  one, 
over  i)lb, ;  Cross,  Whitchurch,  one,  about  121b. :  Ashby, 
one,  over  81b. ;  and  a  great  many  over  51b.  As  they  were 
fishing  in  the  punt  they  saw  a  jack  a  good  deal  over 
2()lb.  after  another  over  21b. ;  it  caught  it  just  by 
the  boat.  When  it  saw  them,  it  left  the  fish,  which 
they  took  out,  it  being  bitten  all  over.  They  tried 
there  for  some  time,  but  could  not  get  it  to  take  a  bait, 
though  they  put  a  good-sized  jack  on.  A  gentleman  with 
me  and  my  son  went  to  some  private  water.  We  got 
twenty-five  jack  and  some  very  good  perch ;  we  brought 
away  a  jack  211b.,  several  51b.,  the  others  we  marked 
and  threw  in  ;  the  largest  perch  2§lb.  So  that  gentle¬ 
men  shall  not  be  disappointed,  there  will  be  no  day 
tickets  till  after  June. — W.  H. 

Plymoutli.  —  Mullet  are  still  hovering  round  the 
coast,  I  had  forty  very  nice  ones  last  Tuesday.  The 
spring  pollock  have  not  come  inside  yet,  but  some  nice 
catches  have  been  taken  in  the  bay  near  the  East 
Tinker.  If  this  weather  should  last,  we  shall  have  them 
inside  the  breakwater  at  their  usual  haunts,  when  they 
are  to  be  taken  in  great  numbers  either  by  natural 
worm  or  the  red  and  black  India-rubber  sand-eel.  On 
the  rivers  everything  is  in  full  swing,  plenty  of  water, 
plenty  of  fish,  and  weather  desirable  ;  the  size  of  the 
trout  I  have  had  up  to  now  are  above  our  average,  and,  I 
think,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  we  may 
fairly  look  forward  to  a  very  good  season. — William 
Hearder. 

Scarborough  (sea-fishing). —Pier  anglers  have  had 
good  sport  with  billet  and  cod  during  the  past  week. 
Billet  are  rather  small  at  present,  but  several  of  the 
cod-fish  landed  weighed  about  81b.  each.  Flat-fish  are 
very  abundant,  and  boat  anglers  are  making  good 
catches  in  the  bay. — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  streams  have  been  in 
excellent  order  lately  and  ample  opportunity  has  been 
afforded  to  anglers  to  successfully  open  the  trout  fishing 
season.  Spinners  have  not  been  slow  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  these  favourable  conditions,  and  some  good 
captures  have  been  made.  Mr.  H.  Pescall,  a  jirominent 
member  of  the  Shrewsbury  Angling  Society,  has  taken 
three  nice  trout  with  the  natural  minnow,  the  heaviest 
being  Ijlb..  while  Messrs.  Dixon,  Young,  and  Main- 
waring  have  also  brought  to  bank  the  first  fruits  of  the 
■season.  Reports  to  hand  from  Ford  go  to  prove  that 
there  are  a  good  many  salmon  in  the  river  in  that 
locality,  and  that  the  fishing  is  good.  A  pike  of  14^1b. 
was  taken  last  week  at  Uffington — a  splendid  fish  and  in 
excellent  condition.  An  important  meeting  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society  is  announced  for 
Thursday  next. — Piscator. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel).  —We  have 
still  further  good  sport  to  report  from  the  upper  waters, 
where  every  stand  appears  to  be  well  stocked  with 
salmon.  The  lower  river,  below  Clonmel,  is  still  too 
high.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the  takes :  On  the 
Olenaheiry  waters,  the  Hon.  F.  Le  Peer  Trench  landed 
■a  splendid  fish  of  311b.  on  the  lOtb,  and  Lord  Ashtoun, 
one  of  201b.  on  the  13th  -.  Mr.  McCulloch,  one  of  271b. 
.at  Hymenstoun  on  the  9th,  and  Mr.  Conran,  one  of 
251b.  on  the  11th;  Mr.  E.  E.  Smith  got  one  of  161b.  at 
Caher  weir  on  the  13th,  and  another  221b.  on  the  14th  : 
Mr.  Daly,  of  Dunsandle,  one  of  201b.  on  the  Ballycarron 
waters  on  the  9th;  Mr.  Francis  H.  Wise  got  three  on 
the  10th  at  Roehestovvn.  25Jlb.,  211b.,  and  221b. ;  and 
on  the  Nore,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Kilmacon,  landed  six 
■lalmon  to  his  own  rod  yesterday  on  Lord  Carrick's 
preserves  at  Mount  Juliet,  weighing  from  91b.  to  221b. 
—Richard  Bradford. 

Sussex  Rivers. — ’Tis  ever  so  !  After  a  long  spell  of 
enforced  idleness,  just  as  rivers  are  getting  in  order  and 
ti.sh  on  feed,  the  close  season  is  upon  us,  and  the 
majority  of  waters  closed  for  a  brief  time.  The  weather 
was  favourable  for  the  wind-up,  and  many  anglers  were 
out.  Bream,  roach,  and  small  pike  were  taken  from  the 
Arun,  and  from  the  Rother  a  few  roach  and  a  pike  of 
71b.  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  the  Brighton  Anglers’Assoeiation, 
had  good  sport  among  the  pike  on  Friday.  Fishing  on 
the  Adur,  in  less  than  three  hours  he  landed  four  fish 
weighing  111b.  8oz.,  101b.  8oz.,  71b.  lOoz.,  and  61b.  SJoz. 
Some  good  roach  and  chub  were  taken  early  in  the 
week.  A  few  dace  and  roach  are  recorded  from  the 
.Vdur,  and  bream  and  roach  from  Chichester  canal ; 

■  •odling  and  smelt  are  on  the  coast.  A  nice  basket  was 
recently  taken  from  the  old  pier,  Brighton,  and  good 
takes  of  whiting  have  been  made. — Georoe  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — A  gentleman  living  in  N.  Devon 
has  reared  many  thousand  trout  and  intends  putting  them 
into  the  rivers.  To  one  river  he  gave  1..jCm)  last  Monday, 
close  to  Barnstaple,  and  hopes  every  week  for  the  next 
two  months  to  give  a  good  number. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  elear  and  a  nice  level,  having  gone  down,  and 
all  the  colour  has  run  off.  The  weather  has  been 
heantiful  and  fine,  and  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out, 
and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  on  the  water.  The 
fish  have  been  ri.sing  well  at  the  fly,  and  have  taken  the 
March  Brown,  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer, 
.ind  Cow  Dung.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  by  a 
few,  but  the  late  flood  brought  so  much  ground  bait  out, 
that  the  fish  came  but  slowly  at  it.  Worm  is  the  best 
bait.  On  Saturday,  the  water  under  Whitcliffe  was 
tried,  and  some  very  nice  trout  were  landed.  The  fish 
are  improving  in  condition.  Along  the  Folley,  several 
good  trout  were  taken  with  the  worm.  On  Monday 
near  Ludford,  some  good  trout  were  caught  with  the 
Red  Palmer  and  Cow  Dung.  On  the  water  near  New 
Bridge,  on  Tuesday,  five  trout  were  taken  with  the  fly. 
The  Ony,  Corve.  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  and 
in  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  In  the  Corve, 
some  good  trout  have  been  landed  this  week.  Fishing 
in  the  other  quiet  as  yet. — S.  Ludlow. 


Teme  (Tenbury). — The  fine  weather  has  brought 
a  good  few  flies  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  are  now 
beginning  to  move  better.  The  water  has  gone  down,  and 
is  now  in  order  for  fly-fishing.  The  best  flies  are  the 
Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  March  Brown,  and  February  Red. 
A  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  one  or  two  nice  fish  have 
been  taken,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good 
sport.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  but 
little  done  in  them  this  week. — Worcester. 

Torringi;ou. — River  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  S. 
Jackson  took  twenty-four  with  the  fly  since  last  week's 
report.  Salmon  are  sporting  all  over  the  river,  but  we 
are  not  allowed  to  fish  for  salmon  until  the  1st  of  April. 
Weather  showery. — Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  closing  week  has  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  good  sport  to  the  chub  fishermen  of  the 
Newark  district,  both  the  Trent  and  the  Devon  re¬ 
turning  capital  specimens  running  from  21b.  to  31b.  each, 
and  anglers  regretfully  lay  aside  their  rods  just  at  a 
period  when  both  streams  are  in  the  best  possible  condi¬ 
tion  for  success  with  Cuprinvs  cephahts.  The  Pisca¬ 
torial  Club  room  was  well  patronised  nightly,  and  trays 
shown  far  in  advance  of  the  winter  season,  Mr.  E. 
Nirton  being  to  the  fore  on  three  occasions,  his  best 
fish  weighing  21b.  15Joz.  Dace  are  heading  up  the 
Devon  in  countless  numbers  to  the  spawning  grounds, 
and  conditions  are  favourable  for  reproductive  duties. 
Taken  all  round  the  season  1892-93  cannot  be  considered 
satisfactory,  so  few  have  been  the  opportunities  favour¬ 
able  for  successful  negociation. — Trentsider. 

XTsk  (at  Usk)  . — The  river  Usk  has  been  in  fine  order 
for  trout  angling  during  the  past  week  and  good  baskets 
continue  to  he  caught,  the  most  successful  anglers  being 
Mr.  R.  Rickards,  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  Mr.  E.  Wadding- 
ton,  Mr.  H.  S.  Gustard,  Mr.  E.  W.  Rickards,  Mr.  J. 
Pitt,  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  Mr.  T.  Rees,  Rev.  Johnston,  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Edmunds. 

Waveney. — This,  the  best  perch  river  I  know  of,  is 
in  first-rate  order  now  for  anglers,  not  only  for  perch, 
but  big  roach  and  fine  smelts  ;  water  down  all  right. — 
W.  Howlett. 

■Windrush  (Glos.) — This  stream  has  a  good  head 
of  water,  and  I  hear  that  throughout  its  course  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a  good  fly-fishing  season,  which 
generally  begins  about  March  25.  The  Dickler,  which 
runs  into  the  Windrush  at  Bourton-on-Water,  is  reported 
by  a  friend  and  owner  as  full  of  trout. 

'Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — The  cheap  trains  of 
Saturday  and  Monday  brought  a  good  many  anglers  to 
the  different  stations  on  the  Witham  and  Forsdyke,  but 
the  majority  came  to  the  stations  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Boston,  and  to  Boston  for  the  drains  in  that  district. 
A  good  many  who  deem  themselves  experts  returned 
well  satisfied  with  their  enterprise,  and,  according  to  all 
accounts,  they  did  very  well.  They  report  the  water  in 
good  trim,  and  though  many  tried  bottom  fishing  for 
roach,  pike  seem  to  be  the  chief  object.  I  do  not  hear 
that  any  exceptional  fish  were  taken,  but  plenty  of  41b. 
and  51b.  fish  adorned  not  a  few  baskets.  Most  of  those 
who  have  lately  visited  the  Witham,  say  the  river  will  do 
well  with  a  rest,  and  those  who  have  the  interests  of 
the  fishermen  at  heart,  and  there  are  not  a  few  who 
reside  on  the  river  banks  who  make  a  good  thing  out  of 
them  in  the  season,  will  do  well  to  look  after  the  net- 
men,  who  take  advantage  of  the  absence  of  anglers.  It 
is  believed  that  not  a  few  make  a  good  thing  by  taking 
fish  to  stock  other  waters. — Luce. 

Yare  (Norwich). — The  bream  fishing  still  continues 
remarkable  near  Norwich.  On  Saturday  last,  and  also 
on  Tuesday,  some  excellent  sport  was  experienced  at 
Trowse,  Hythe,  the  junction  of  the  Yare  and  Wensnm. 

I  am  told  that  many  of  the  fish  caught  weighed  from 
31b.  to  41b.,  so  that  it  did  not  require  a  great  number  to 
a  catch  of  5  or  6  stone.  Roach  fishing  has  been  indulged 
in  by  several  with  much  success.  When  an  angler  suc¬ 
ceeds  in  landing  four  roach,  weighing  in  the  aggregate 
61b.,  he  may  congratulate  himself,  especially  as  the 
heaviest  one  scaled  lib.  KOz.  With  regard  to  jack 
fishing,  of.  course  it  is  over  for  the  season,  but  still, 
during  the  past  week  several  friends  have  been  out,  only 
to  find  the  fish  are  busy  spawning.  The  mildness  of  the 
air  is  calculated  to  make  the  early  rooding  or  spawning 
the  feature  for  1893.  About  a  dozen  jack  were  reported 
to  me  from  111b.  down  to  3.jlb.,  and  now  I  hope  all  good 
anglers  will  let  ’em  alone  to  pursue  their  parental  func¬ 
tions.  The  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society  held 
their  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday  evening  at  the  Maid’s 
Head.  Sir  Edward  Birkbeek,  president,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  a  most  successful  meeting  was  enjoyed  by 
about  ninety  members  under  the  genial  chairmanship 
of  our  old,  long  tried,  and  reliable  fisherman’s  and 
mariner’s  friend. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Altnaharra  Hotel 'Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

The  weather  has  of  late  been  very  stormy  and  unpro- 
pitious  for  angling.  On  Wednesday,  last  week,  Mr.  E. 
AlacDonald  fished  Mudale  river,  and  landed  a  salmon, 
weighing  lljlb.  ;  and  on  Friday,  Colonel  Blackett, 
London,  on  same  stream,  caught  three  fine  salmon, 
weighing  121b.,  101b.,  and  81b.  respectively. — McB 
Birnam  Hotel  (Dunkeld). — On  Thursday,  March  9 
on  the  Mnrthly  water,  General  Owen  Williams  caught 
one  splendid  salmon,  weighing  over  161b..  and  on  Tues¬ 
day  the  14th,  on  Lower  Murthly,  General  Owen  Williams 
landed  one,  also  weighing  over  lOlb. 

Carrou,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  In 
addition  to  the  two  salmon,  of  7flb.  and  8jlb.,  caught 
last  week,  as  already  reported,  Mr.  James  Wilson,  Bad- 
voon,  on  Mr.  E.  T.  Coupland's  rod,  was  out  on  Ardgay 
Hotel  water  on  Friday,  and  landed  one  of  6jlb.  on  Gled- 
field  pool.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie, 


Invercharron,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn’s  rod,  caught  one  salmon, 
lOilb.,  on  Bridge  pool ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  one,  of  lljlb.,  on 
Stonewall  pool  (hotel  water) ;  Mr.  J.  Robertson,  one  of 
about  71b.,  on  Fearn  Lodge  water ;  and  Mr.  D.  Mac¬ 
Gregor.  on  Captain  Maxwell’s  rod,  a  fine  fish  of  about 
131b.  on  the  Gninards  water.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednes¬ 
day  the  weather  was  exceedingly  stormy  and  with  no 
appearance  of  abating. — McB. 

Findhorn. — The  past  week  has  been  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  one  in  the  net  fishing,  no  fewer  than  forty-five 
excellent  salmon  having  been  got  up  to  Saturday  fore¬ 
noon.  They  were  all  clean  run  fish,  and  some  of  them 
weighed  about  301b.  The  water  has  been  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  the  snow  on  the  hills  having  melted,  and  caused 
the  river  to  rise  considerably.  The  fish  have  been 
running  up  the  river  from  the  sea,  and  with  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  present  fine  weather,  good  results  may 
be  expected.  There  has  been  little  to  chronicle  in  rod 
fishing,  but  on  the  12th  inst.  one  angler  had  a  good 
basket  of  sixteen  trout  with  the  tube.  The  prospects  of 
good  rod  fishing  are  also  promising,  and  as  the  weather 
is  now  becoming  warmer,  anglers  may  look  forward  to 
the  season  with  hope. — H.  F. 

Garry  and  Locn  Oich,  Invergarry  (Lord  Berke¬ 
ley  Paget’s  'Water). — The  angling  on  this  water  is 
now  showing  sign  of  improvement.  Over  sixty  fish 
have  now  been  landed  to  two  rods,  but  it  will  need  to 
fish  well  for  the  rest  of  the  season,  or  it  will  lose  its 
reputation.  Boisterous  weather  was  prevalent  during 
the  week,  and  the  river  is  in  full  flood. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  —  This  week,  notwith¬ 
standing  that  it  was  in  weather  a  regular  succession  of 
severe  gales  from  the  west  during  the  whole  week  has 
been  in  the  matter  of  numbers  of  salmon  caught,  the 
best  since  the  season  began.  Had  the  weather  been 
favourable,  with  the  west  wind  that  prevailed,  much 
better  sport  would  have  been  got.  As  it  is  it  reflects 
credit  on  the  part  of  the  anglers  here  for  the  pluck  and 
perseverance  they  showed  in  going  out  at  all,  because 
on  most  days  it  was  neither  pleasure  or  sport  to  have  to 
encounter  the  wind  which  sometimes  was  accompanied 
with  rain,  snow,  or  sleet.  I  am  glad  to  say,  from  all  the 
reports  that  have  reached  me  this  week,  there  is  an 
abundance  of  proof  that  the  river  is  fairly  stocked  with 
spring  salmon,  thus  confirming  what  I  have  more  than 
once  stated  in  this  journal.  As  an  instance  of  this,  a 
fair  angler,  fishing  on  the  river  last  week,  lost  no  less 
than  ten  salmon,  and  only  landed  one.  The  fish  all  came 
short,  but  possibly  the  very  strong  wind  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  -with  it.  For  all  this  good  appearance  it  is,  how¬ 
ever,  too  much  to  expect  that  the  shortcoming  in  the 
number  caught  this  season  as  compared  with  last  will 
be  made  up,  but  this,  too,  is  not  impossible.  The 
temperature  of  the  water  last  week  underwent  a  very 
rapid  change.  Writing  me  on  the  13th  Mr.  Frank  Hard- 
castle,  M.P.,  Swisgill  Lodge,  says:  “The  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  water  on  7th  and  9  th  was  the  unusual 
height  of  40  degrees,  whereas  during  the  previous 
week  it  ranged  from  32  degrees  to  34  degrees. 
In  consequence  of  this  Norman  Fraser  saw  fish 
ascending  Kildonan  Falls  on  the  9th  inst.’’  This 
is  rather  an  unusual  circumstance  at  this  date,  and  I 
think  betokens  good  sport.  The  record  is  as  follows  : 
On  Monday,  March  6,  Mr.  Frank  Hardcastle,  on  No.  6, 
landed  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Pilkington  had 
one  of  91b.  ;  on  No.  4,  Captain  Dick  one  of  101b. ;  on 
No.  3,  the  Forrish  rod  one  of  91b.  ;  on  No.  2  one  was 
got ;  No.  1  was  blank.  On  Tuesday,  on  No.  6,  Mr.  Hicks’ 
rod  had  two  .salmon  91b.  ;  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Pilkington  one  of 
101b.  ;  on  No.  3,  Captain  Dick  two,  91b.  and  81b.  ;  and  on 
No.  1,  Mr.W.  Radcliffe  oneof  91b.  On  Wednesday,  on  No. 
6,  Messrs.  Bannner  and  Fielding  (one  rod)  three  salmon, 
average  91b.  :  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Radcliffe  had  three  of  81b. ; 
on  No.  4,  Mr.  Pilkington  two  of  91b. ;  on  No.  3,  Mr. 
Frank  Hardcastle  four,  average  91b.  ;  and  on  No.  1,  Rev. 
G.  McMillan  one,  91b.  On  Thursday,  on  No.  6,  Mr. 
Watney  landed  two  salmon,  91b.  ;  on  No.  5,  Messrs. 
Banner  and  Fielding  three  of  91b. ;  on  No.  4,  Mr.  W. 
Radcliffe  one  of  201b.  ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Pilkington  one  of 
91b. ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Frank  Hardcastle  one.  911). ;  No.  1 
was  blank.  On  Friday,  on  No.  6,  Captain  Dick  had  one 
salmon  91b.  ;  on  No.  4,  Messrs.  Banner  and  Fielding  one 
of  81b. :  on  No.  3,  Mr.  W.  Radcliffe  one,  81b.  ;  on  No.  1, 
Mr.  Pilkington  one,  91b.  On  Saturday,  on  No.  6,  Mr. 
Frank  Hardcastle  landed  four  salmon,  average  91b.  ;  on 
No.  5,  Captain  Dick  two  of  91b.  ;  on  No.  3,  Messrs. 
Banner  and  Fielding  one,  9Ub.  ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  W. 
Radcliffe  one,  81b.  :  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Pilkington  one,  91b. 
On  Monday,  the  13th,  Messrs.  Banner  and  Fielding,  one 
of  81b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Radcliffe  one  of  7ilb.  No  news  of 
Tuesday’s  fishing  has  come  in. — S.  C. 

Isla  — Several  parties  have  been  out,  but  have  met 
with  little  success,  trout  not  taking  freely,  and  being 
in  poor  condition.  The  river  has  been  freiiuently  in 
flood  lately  from  the  melting  of  the  snow,  and  it  will  be 
some  time  in  April  before  the  trouting  season  will  have 
fairly  opened. — Tasoair. 

Eillin  Hotel  (Loch  Tay,  Perthshire). — On  the 

Reserve  water.  Dr.  Weekes,  of  Cnatliam,  one  salmon, 
181b.  ;  on  the  11th,  one  of  211b.  ;  on  the  13th  four  fine 
ones,  231b.,  231b.,  181b..  151b.,  the  doctor  killed  them  all 
in  one  hour  and  a  half,  and  lost  another;  onthj  14th, 
three,  301b.,  211b.,  2Dlb.,  the  fourth  one  going  away  with 
his  Phantom.  On  Hotel  water.  Mr.  Lonsley  William, 
March  10,  one,  201b  ;  the  11th.  two.  181b.,  161b.;  13th, 
Mr.  Watson  Lyall,  two,  211b.,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Speid,  one,  of 
181b.  ;  on  the  14th,  Mr.  Watson  Lyall,  two,  191b.,  191b.  ; 
Mr.  Frances  Frances,  one  of  191b.  The  wind  has  been 
much  too  high  the  last  few  days  for  fishing,  and  this 
morning  quite  a  deep  snow. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Loch  Ness  (Inverness-shire). ---The  sport  got^on 
this  water  is  as  yet  rather  discouraging.  'Visitors  at 
Lovat  Arms  and  Chisholm's  Private  Hotel,  Fort 


Anenstus,  and  Inverness-shire  and  Fergus  Hotel,  haw 
the'  privilege  of  angling  on  it  for  salmon.  Mr.  W.  r. 
Dunlop,  staying  at  Chisholm’s  Hotel,  landed  a  heanty 
last  week  and  lost  several  others.  Mr.  Daws,  of 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  few  nice  hsh  lately.  Ihe 
loch  is  in  good  trim  for  angling,  ®eenimgly  there  is 
a  scarcity  of  fish.  Can  it  be  that  the  bulk  of  fash  hpe 
yet  to  run  through  itP  It  looks  rather  like  it,  ana  it  so 
good  sport  may  yet  be  got.— Hiton.  -kt  u  n  n,. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).  0 

Friday  week,  General  Hills,  fishing  from  the  Hotel, 
landed  three  salmon  of  91b.,  71b.  and  6^.  on  beat  No  0. 

On  Monday,  Mr.  Maccance  caught  a  lO-pounder  on  heat 
No  5  •  and  Mr.  Delasalle  two,  weighing  121b.  and  101b., 
on  No.  4.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Pyne  and  Mr  Macca^e, 
Bettyhill  Hotel,  killed  each  a  salmon  of  81b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Tomlinson  a  9-pounder  on  beat  No.  3  (Syre  Lodge  water). 

On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Maccance,  on  beat  No.  1,  two 
salmon,  71b.  and  81b. :  Mr.  Simpson,  on  beat  No.  one 
salmon,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Delasalle,  on  No.  6,  two  salmon  91h. 
and  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Syre  Lodge,  one  salmon 
of  111b  on  No.  4.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Maccance,  one 
salmon,  81b.,  on  beat  No.  2  :  Mr  Simpson,  a  9-pounder 
on  No.  3;  and  Mr.  Pyne,  one  of  81b.,  on  No.  4.  On 
Friday, Mr.  Maccance,  on  beat  No.  3,  landed  two  salmon 
weighing  101b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Pyne  one  salmon,  101b.,  on 
No.  5  :  and  Mr.  Eichardson,  Syre  Lodge,  a  9-pounder  on 
No  1.  Almost  the  whole  week  it  blew  a  strong  westerly 
gale,  rendering  casting  very  difficult.  The  Borgie  in 
this  neighbourhood  yields  an  occasional  salmon,  though 

not  often  fished.— McB.  .  t  >  Tfao 

Oich  (Fort  Augustus).— (impt.  Ino  s  water).— ihe 
angling  on  this  little  river  is  at  a  discount 
Very  few  fish  were  grassed.  Mr.  Moore  is  on  it  ]ust 
now,  and  if  there  are  any  to  he  got  he  will  have  them 
There  seems  to  be  a  scarcity  of  fish  from  the  river  Ness 
to  the  river  Garry.  I  expect  the  bulk  of  fish  have  yet 

Oykel  (Oykel  Bridge)  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

Throughout  the  past  week  it  blew  such  a  terrific  gale 
that  it  was  hardly  possible  to  keep  a  line  on  the  water, 
nevertheless  several  salmon  were  caught  on  the  l^ng- 
well  water.  On  Monday  an  8-pounder  was  landed  on  Kock 
Pool  ;  on  Wednesday,  two  salmon,  weighing  81b.  each, 
were  grassed  on  Brae  Pool ;  and  on  Friday  a  '  -pounder 
on  Inveroykel  Pool,  and  one  of  121b.  on  Lang  well  Pool 
In  the  course  of  the  week,  an  Oykel  angler  landed  a 
121b.  salmon  on  Langwell  Pool.  At  beginning  of  this 
week  weather  still  very  boisterous.— McB. 

South,  of  Scotland.— All  the  waters  are  pretty 
clear  this  week,  and  salmon  fishing  has  been  Poot  on  every 
one  of  our  local  rivers.— Annan  :  By  a  slip  of  the  pen  I 
noticed  that  in  my  notes  of  last  week  I  credited  Mr. 
Dirom’s  fisherman  with  landing  a  8°°^, 
the  3rd.  It  was  Mr.  Dirom  who  killed  *1?® 

On  Friday  Mr.  Andrew  Bell  killed  a  nice  little  Ash  of  841b. 

In  the  lower  open  water  Mr.  William  Wallace,^  Wigton, 
killed  three  trout,  one  of  lUb.  and  tvm  of  2Jb.  each. 
Another  angler  had  one  trout  of  Hb.  On  Moiffiay  Mr. 
Peter,  London,  caught  three  trout  in 
water,  of  41b.  each.  From  the  reports  in  the  bh=ber 
water,  Mr.  T.  Bell  killed  a  spring  bfh  of  81b-  m  bb® 
Hightae  water,  Mr.  W.  Lockerbie  one  of  l^fb.  in  tbe  Jar- 
dine  Hall  water,  and  Mr.  Geo  Jardine  one  ® 

reported  as  having  been  landed  on  the  Moffat  dis 
trict  waters.  Mr.  Hullett  killed  one  of  101b 
The  Nith — Poor  sport  is  being  obtained  in  this 
river  In  the  middle  waters  a  large  nimber  of 
fish  are  to  be  seen,  but  they  appear  to  be  spent 
fish  on  their  way  back  to  the  Solway.  A  tew 
trout  are  being  killed  on  the  different 
Galloway  Eivers  ;  Sport  is  very  poor,  almost  nothing 
Ls  been  done  in  the  Dee,  the  Fleet, 
the  season  opened.  Spring  fish  are  reported  as  beingin 
the  rivers.  Disease  is  spreading  among  salmon. 

Heathebbell.  .  ,  , 

Tav  (Perth.).— Although  the  river  has  been  in  good 
ply  during  the  week  few  fish  have  been  got.  ihe 
weather  has  been  very  good  of  late,  but  last  night  snow 
fell  to  the  depth  of  about  two  inches,  and  to-day  ^ery- 
thing  bears  a  very  wintry  aspect.  .^'^bhe  Birnam  Hotel 
Water  General  Owen  Williams  kihed  a  fash  of  l()lb.  on 
Thursday,  and  on  Tuesday  he  killed  one,  lOJlb.  Mr. 
Still  killed  three  fish  on  the  5^®bhaugh  water  on  Satur¬ 
day  and  Mr.  Simpson  killed  one  of  101b.  on  Stanley 
water.  On  Mickleour  water  Mr.  Sherwood  s  boatmen 
killed  a  fish  of  241b.  on  Monday  ;  and  Mr.  \\  ilson  killed 
one,  Bnrnmouth,  201b,  Mr.  Eckersley  had  a  small  fish 
on  the  Stobhall  water  on  Tuesday.  On  the  free  watei 
Mr.  Harris  killed  twenty  whitling  <ia«“8r.bhi8  week. 

Tweed  —The  following  takes  of  salmon  have  lately 
been  reported  :  On  the  Hendersyde  water  ^eb  20 
Mr.  Thomas  Pringle,  Westwood  Cottage,  Kelso,  two 
fish,  GJlb.  and  71b.  -,  Mr.  James 

the  same  water,  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  oji.  bhe  -1st,  bhe 
same  water.  Major  Hunter,  Antonshill,  killed  a  very 
grand  fish  of  151b.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Kerss  was  fortunate  m 
killing  two  salmon;  on  the  24th,  Mr.  J.  Kerss  one 
fish  :  on  the  25th,  Sir  Eichard  J.  Waldie  Griffith,  Bait., 
of  Hendersyde  Park,  killed  three  fish  ;  a-n'b  a  similai 
number  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  Kerss ;  while  on  the 
27th,  Capt.  Scott-Kerr,  Tunlaws,  killed  a  nice  fash  of 
-  91b.  On  the  Teviot,  in  the  Nisbet  water  a  tew  good  fash 
have  also  been  killed.  Mr.  David  Hope  Jedburgh 
caught  a  very  fine  fish,  which  weighed  Ibilb. ;  the  fash 
was  taken  with  fly,  and  afforded  half  a-lj  t®”  ®  ®^f 
run.  A  smaller  fish  was  also  got  by  Mr  EobeH  Beid 
with  minnow.  I  am  also  led  to  understand  that  some 
six  or  eight  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  Carham  water. 
On  Thursday,  the  gauge  at  Kelso  Bridge  showed  a  four 
,feet  flood  ;  Friday  marked  two  and  a  half,  but,  between 
the  evening  of  that  day  and  early  on  Saturday  morning 
there  must  have  been  at  least  seven  or  eight  leet 


of  floodwater  passing  under  the  bridge.  The  river 
receded  very  quickly  again,  however,  as  at  8  p.m.,  the 
mark  was  at  about  five  feet.  Since  then  the  waters  have 
fined  down  considerably  -,  and  on  Wednesday  they  were 
very  still,  somewhat  above  their  normal  level,  but  ot  a 
ffood  fishing  size,  and  of  a  fairly  good  colour.  Fishing, 
Lwever,  may  be  practicable,  but  only  on  the  shallows 
will  there  be  any  chance  of  success,  I  should  imagine. 
These  floods  will  have  had  the  effect  of  effectually  scour¬ 
ing  the  bottoms  of  the  streams,  and  if  every  spring  fash 
got  a  chance  to  ascend  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  m  the 
ipring,  there  has  certainly  been  abundant  opportunities 
afforded  them  during  them  during  the  present  season. 
Writing  me  on  Wednesday  of  last  week,  a  correspondent 
says :  “  For  five  days’  fishing  on  the  Hendersyde 

water  we  have  had  eleven  salmon,  weighing  from  GJlb.  to 
1841b  -  on  Tuesday  and  to-day,  four  more,  -weights 
from  91b.  to  191b.  Eiver  has  never  once  been  in  good 
fishing  ply,  owing  to  the  snow-water  coming  down 
On  the  Carham  water,  between  the  4th  Feb.  and  the 
•25th-eight  days’  fishing-a  fish  was  killed  each  day, 
and  the  weights  ran  from  61b.  up  to  241b.  On  the  upper 
Teviot  two  fish  were  killed  during  the  last  days  ot  ieb. 
The  Teviot— from  the  Duke  of  Eoxburghe  s  boundary 
at  Sunlaws,  down  to  Teviot  Bridge— -which  is  fished  by 
ticket  (kindly  granted  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Eox¬ 
burghe)  by  the  members  of  the  Kelso  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion,  is  said  to  hold  a  goodly  number  of  fish  this  spring 
and  as  the  permits  haye  been  lately  issued,  many  will 
ayail  themselves  of  the  first  opportunits' they  have  of 
trying  their  luck  on  the  Salmo 

last  week,  Mr.  C.  J.  Cunningham,  Wooden,  had  a  201b. 
fish  on  the  Floors  Castle  waters,  and  on  the  same  waters 
the  folloiving  day  Mr.  Charles  Perkins  Newcastle  had 
two  fish  of  71b.  and  81b.  On  the  Hendersyde  water  on 
Saturday  Mr.  James  Kerss  had  a  couplealso  bjlb  and 
71b  On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  Adam  Elliot,  Caverton,  had  a 
fish  of  '71b.-,  and  on  the  same  river,  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
John  Wright,  Kelso,  had  one  of  nearly  12lb.  weight. 
On  the  Carham  water  Mr.  Thomas  Sligh,  Coldstream, 
killed  nine  fish  last  week,  their  weights  being  olb.  bib., 
71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  81b,,  91b.,  and  K^.  On  the  'Teviot 
six  fish  have  been  got  in  the  Jedburgh  district,  two 
being  salmon  and  the  others  sea-trout.  In  the  Kelso 
district,  on  the  same  river  on  Saturday,  Mi.  John 
Wright,  Kelso,  had  one  of  between  101b.  md  1-lb. ;  and 
on  the  previous  day,  Mr.  Adam  Elliot,  Caverton,  had 
one  of  Ihlh.  in  the  same  river.  Disease  is  beginning  to 
show  itself  in  both  Tweed  and  Teviot,  and  although 
not  so  bad  as  some  former  years,  it  is  feared  that  it  may 
spread  rapidly,  seeing  that  the  rivers  are  so  low  at 

present. — Maxwheel.  , 

Ythan.— Good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  Ellon  Castle 
waters,  some  splendid  baskets  of  sea- trout  having  been 
landed  last  week,  chiefly  to  the  March  Brown,  aud  this 

notwithstanding  the  unsettled  nature  of  the  weather 

and  water.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Andrew  Murray  Inver- 
don,  made  a  splendid  basket  of  201b.,  fine  trout;  while 
Professor  Cash,  Aberdeen  University,  weighed  another 
of  171b  During  the  preceding  days  many  good  baskets 
were  made.  The  fish  are  in  excellent  condition,  iin- 
nock  are  very  plentiful  this  season.  The  A  than  bids 
fair  to  maintain  its  reputation  as  the  finest  sea-trout 
stream  in  the  kingdom.— G.  M. 


Irish  Reports. 


Ballinderry. — This  stream  is  falling  low,  and 
.retting  clear.  ^Towards  the  close  of  last  weeek  a  large 
numbe?  of  trout  were  killed  on  the  upper  waters,  the 
first  bao-  being  one  of  a  dozen  trout,  t^en  on  the 
Lngtry  reachel  by  Mr.  Tom  Anderson  on  Friday  -.  the 
following  day  he  creeled  four  trout.  Small  bags  weie 
made  on  the  Ardtrea  waters  by  local  men. 
was  done  on  the  Coagh  waters,  but  at  Mullan,  last 
Sunday,  John  McGukin  killed  131b  Hk®  trout  and 
anothe^r  professional  named  Malten  had 

A  little  rain  fell  on  Tuesday  night,  but  not  sufficiently 

to  raise  or  cblour  the  stream.  Frosts  at  night  are 

prevalent.  , 

Bann  —Since  the  season  opened  very  littie  has  been 
done  owing  to  the  unfavourable  weather  The  water  is 
at  a  nice  height  just  now,  and  rather  clear  Odd  big 
trout  are  being  picked  upon  the  upper  reaches  by  pro¬ 
fessionals  Last  Saturday  a  party  of  Belfast  anglers 
visited  Toorae,  but  had  indifferent  success.  There  has 
been  no  real  angling  weather  so  far. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone).  -  Unless  ram  come 
shortly  this  fine  stream  will  be  low  enough  for  the 
opening  day— Thursday.  This  is  the  first  season  for 
?hropening  to  begin  on  March  10,  as  formerly  it  opened 
on  M^ch  1.  'While  journeying  to  the  annual  “®®t™" 
of  the  B.A.A.  in  Belfast,  Tuesday  week,  I  noticed  thiee 
or  four  anglers  busily  engaged  fishing  above  y®r^r  s 
Station,  although  it  was  not  yet  the  open  ®®^®°^- 
is  a  sample  of  illegal  fishing.  AVhere  wew  the  bailiffs  t 
There  will  be  no  salmon  fishing  till  June.  J .  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan).— Sport  still  continues  poor  for  this 
fine  river,  and  some  nice  warm  ram  is  very  much  wanted. 
Owing  to  the  continued  heavy  water,  the  big  run  of 
salmon  have  gone  up  to  places  where  owing  to  marshy 
places  bullrushes,  &c..  it  is  impossible  to  fish  for  them. 
I  hear’of  fish  being  seen  eighteen  miles  above  this  town. 
On  the  upper  Block  Castle  water,  north  side,  Mr.  Fitz- 
'  herbert  and  friends  got  a  few  last  week,  including  a  ve  y 
find  f\ah  nf  3(Hlb.  STot  bv  JohiiTiie  Maloney, 
fisherman  On  the  lower  water,  Mr.  Laing  a^  friends 
hid”  few  fish.  Mr.  Cunliffe  also  got  some.  Yesterday 
(Tuesday)  there  was  a  little  improvement.  Mr  Lamg 
and  party  had  four,  of  whiph  Mr.  Skrem  had  two.  Mr^ 
Cunliff’e,  also,  had  a  tine  fish  of  nearly  301b  To-day  we 
have  a  wesieily  wind  and  signs  of  rain.-BLUE  Hackle. 


B-undro-wes. — Since  last  report  the  weather  con¬ 
tinued  very  dry  and  mild  ;  in  fact,  some  days  quite  hot, 
in  consequence  the  river  was  in  good  angling  order 
early  in  the  week,  and  some  good  sport  was  obtained. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston,  on  Tuesday,  fishing  the  upper  waters, 
landed  the  biggest  salmon  of  the  season,  a  beauty  oi 
19.',lb.,  and  on  Friday,  on  the  lower  waters,  one  ot  lO-Ub.  ; 

Mr.  D.  Magowan,  on  Thursday,  on  the  lower  waters, 
killed  a  very  nice  salmon  of  lOJlb.,  and  lost  another  ; 

Mr.  T.  Feely,  on  Saturday,  on  the  upper  waters,  had  one 
of  1041b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Gilbride,  on  Saturday  at  same 
place,  killed  one  of  9.11b.  A  lot  of  kelts  were  also  landed 
and  returned,  a  very  large  number  of  which  ^  now 
going  to  sea.  Several  good  trout  were  taken  on  the  tree 
waters  of  the  Erne  during  the  past  week.  Weather 
still  continues  fine. — W.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

Crossgar  (co,  Do-wn).— Low  water,  sunny  skiee, 
and  frosty  winds  are  by  no  means  favourable  to  the 
filling  of  creels.  The  Crossgar,  Ballynahinch,  or  Quoilc 
— this  stream  rejoices  in  all  three  names  is  but  in 
middling  form  for  fronting  and,  indeed,  since  the  season 
opened,  sport  has  been  poor  enough.  On  the  Kiltnop 
reaches  last  Tuesday,  a  local  gentleman  killed  a  white 
trout  over  a  pound  in  weight.  The  same  day  a  number 
of  Belfast  anglers  were  out,  and  had  hard  enough  limk. 
With  a  little  more  water  angling  would  improve.  Ibe 
Dundalk-  Board  has  promised  to  look  after  this  river 
more  strictly  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past  it  has  been 
awfully  poached. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough.  Currane  CWaterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  continues  very  slack.  Since  last  report  Miclmel 
Brennan  has  had  two  salmon,  1241b.  and  941b- 1  Ba. 
O’Connell  one,  101b.,  and  Dan  Leary,  one,  1141b.  ibe 
brown  trout  angling  has  improved,  and  a  few  heavy  ones 
were  had  by  anglers  whentrolling  for  salmon.— i  HOS.  J . 
Denneht. 

Lough  Melvin.— The  first  salmon  taken  on  Melvin 
this  season  was  killed  on  Friday,  the  10th  mst.,  by  Mr. 

J  Timnioney  while  trout  fishing,  and  weighed  111b. 

Moy  and  Lake  (Ballina).—Weatherand  water  was 
all  that  could  be  desired  at  the  end  of  last  week,  when 
Mr  M.  Eoche  killed  two  salmon  141b.  and  121b.  ;  Mr. 
Greeghy,  one  fish,  lOlb.,  and  one  trout  241b.  On  'lues - 
day  Mr.  E.  G.  P.  Knox  Gore  had  a  nice  fish  of  121b.  ; 
and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Chadwick  killed  one  IHb;.  and 
lost  another  good  fish  after  a  pretty  hard  fight  Kelts 
are  now  pretty  well  cleared  out  of  the  river,  although 
many  linger  for  a  long  time  in  the  Loughs,  and  the 
angler  is  greatly  disappointed  when  he  strikes  one, 
when  it  ought  to  be  out  at  sea  and  on  its  return  journey 
up  the  river.  Trout  are  beginning  to  rise  to  the  fly  in 
the  Loughs.  Mr.  Chadwick  had  a  nice  basket  of  fash  to¬ 
day,  but  I  did  not  ascertain  either  the  weight  or 
number. — Frank  Hearns. 

Moyola  (co.  Derry).— This  beautiful  little  stream 
in  the  past  fortnight  yielded  pretty  good  sport,  but  the 
continued  drought  is  causing  the  water  to  fall,  andtrou. 
are  now  sulking  in  the  pools.  This  week  very  few  trou . 
were  killed  on  the  lower  reaches- the  best  angling 
grounds.  Eain  is  badly  needed.  J.  A.  B. 

Nore  (Thomasto-w-n,  co.  Kilkenny).-— Eiver  in 
splendid  order,  and  spring  fish  coming  up  fast.  Mr.  2. 
Brown,  fishing  sn  the  Earl  of  Carrick  s  water  at  Moun^ 
Juliet  yesterday,  landed  four  springers,  221b.,  201b. 
101b  and  101b.  ;  Mr.  O’Meara,  on  the  same  water,  hai. 
a  nice  basket  of  trout  Lower  down  the  river  Mi. 
Pilsworth  has  also  killed  a  couple  of  fish.  With  the 
river  in  the  present  condition,  and  no  sign  ot  rain,  farsl- 
rate  sport  may  be  expected.  X.  Z. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— 
The  river  is  now  in  perfect  form  ;  the  weather  is  milcl 
and  genial ;  several  big  springers  have  been  angled 
lower  down  the  river,  and  it  is  only  reasonable  to  expeci. 
that  salmon  fishers  here  at  Killaloe  will  any  hour  from 
this  day  forward,  get  their  turn  also  On  the  1-^th  ms.. 
W  O’Toole,  gamekeeper,  got  a  very  fine  springer  ot  ddic. 
above  the  sluice  gates  ;  he  also  lost,  through  the  swive. 
breaking,  another  huge  fresh-run  salmon,  which,  tor 
twenty  minutes  or  more,  actually  towed  his  boat  up  and 
down  the  river  like  a  steam  tug.  On  the  13th  Jack 
Johnson  killed  a  12-pouiider  above  the  bridge.  There 
are  numbers  of  big  fish  up,  and,  with  a  continuance  of 
the  present  propitious  weather,  many  captures  are  sure 
to  be  made  during  the  remainder  of  March.  April  and 
May,  which  are  always  good  months  here,  should 
also  fish  well.  In  fine,  sport  is  only  beginning  now, 
because,  up  to  this,  the  floods  boisterous  weather 

had  rendered  fishing  almost  impossible.— b.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castle  Connell).— The  water  hp  been 
gradually  reducing  for  the  past  week,  and  sport  has  in 
conseiiuence  increased.  Anglers  may  look  out  for  a 
busy  time  now  that  the  big  springers  are  beginning  to 
make  their  appearance.  Mr.  Hodges,  on  Doonass, 
captured  a  splendid  fish  on  the  13th,  turning  the  sea 
at  3841b.  :  Colonel  W.  P.  Dicken,  C.B  ,  on  Prospect, 
llth  one  salmon  211b.;  Mr  B.  L.  Marples,  on 
Newo-arden,  9tb,  one  salmon,  131b. ;  13th,  two  salmon, 
361b  and  331b.  ;  14th,  three  salmon,  221b.,  2 Jib  ,  and 

9filb  Mrs  W  C.  Jones,  on  Hermitage,  caught  a  beauty 

on  the  9th;  weighing  121b.  ;  Mr.  W-  C  Jones  on  same 
fishery,  10th,  tivo  salmon,  321b.  and  db.Jb.  ;  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill,  on  Summerhill,  8th,  one  salmon,  2.11b.  ;  .  th, 
one  salmon,  331b.  ;  10th,  one  salmon  3blb. ;  13th,  one 
salmon,  2941b.  Captain  C  Vansittart,  ou  Worldsend 
9th,  one  salmon,  361b.  ;  14th,  one  salmon,  241b.— John 
Enright  and  Son. 


On  account  of  great  pressure  upon  our  space, 
some  River  Reports  are  unavoidably  held  over. 


KOYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

yERY  modermt«  charires,  facing  the  sea  and  Ley,  thw 
U^r  containing  nearly  400  acres  of  well-stooked 
__  P“®»  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  great  slxe. 
dfflclent  boatmen  and  boats ;  all  bait  found.  Also  sea 
boate  and  good  sea  fishing.  Magnificent  scenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wUd  fowl  shooting. 
Resident  Doctor  In  the  village.  ® 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprietor. 
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Anglers’  Hotels.  Fishing  Quarters,  &c. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  in  the  350  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HEN-DON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

■*  Plko,  percb,  roach,  Ac.,  are  nnmApnn.  ” — 
Angler't  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  atatloni. 
Booh  for  the  Weigh  Harp  Station. 


PERTHSHIRE. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

Kinloch  -  Raixnooh.. 

RIVER  TUMMEL  ANGLING. 

HOTBL  Visitors  have  free  fishing  on  Loch  Rannoch, 
famous  for  its  very  large  Trout  and  Balmo  Ftrom. 
Splendid  Boats  and  experienced  Boatman.  Also 
three  miles  of  River  Tummel,  where  first-rate  sport  Is 
had.  Posting  in  all  Its  departments.  Board  by  week  or 
month.  Charges  strictly  moderate. 

aKORGK  anw  Proprlet/>r. 


■■  .V  Hotela,  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel.  ’-Charles  Dlckena 

THE  ARXJN^EEE  HOTEE. 

OLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  OOHBTS 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  Ac. 


ALTNAHARRA  HOTEL, 

SUTHEBLANDSHIEK. 

Is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Naver  and 
surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  Trout-fishing  Lochs  in 
Sutherland,  all  of  which  can  be  fished  by  visitors  at 
the  Hotel.  Boats  on  each  of  them. 

Salmon  Fishing  free  during  the  months  of  Juns^  July, 
August  and  September.  ’ 

Charges  Moderate.  Carriages  and  Horses  kept 
tor  Hire. 

W^.  Monro,  Proprietor. 


Excellent  Trout  and  Grayling  Pishing 

FeKB  to  VISITOBS  8TAYINO  AT  THB 

SWAN  HOTEL  &  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

TENBUEY  WELLS,  WOBCESTEBSHIEE. 

Beduced  Tariff  for  Anglers.  Special  terms  to 
families  wishing  to  spend  winter  months.  Three 
meets  weekly  of  Foxhounds  within  reach  of  Hotel. 
HENBY  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


RED  LION  HOTEL, 

Somepse-t. 

J]XCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  in 
the  Rivers  Barle  and  Exe  free  to 
visitors  staying  at  the  hotel.  Posting  in 
all  its  branches. 

E.  M.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


0“  and  BARLE. 

T  AMB  HOTEL,  Dulverton,  White  Horse  Hotel 
AJ  and  Crown  Inn,  E.’cforrt.  West  Somerset.— 
J.  H.  Tark,  proprietor.  Hotels  enlargetl  and 
improved.  .Superioraccommodation  for  Anglers. 
Families,  and  Tourists.  Between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  of  fishing  on  Exe  and  Barle  and 
their  tributaries,  on  open  and  private  waters: 
nine  miles  on  Association  water,  which  fiows 
through  Dulverton.  Free  tickets  for  all  to  visitors 
at  the  above  houses.  Beautiful  moorland  and 
valley  scenery. 


WINSEBMEBE  LAKE  SIDE  NEW 

HOTEL. 

^OOD  Fishing ;  splendid  views  ;  5  miles 
of  uninterrupted  lake  view.  Tariff 
on  application.  Special  arrangements  made 
for  fishing  parties.  Steamers  leave  front 
of  hotel  eight  times  daily  ;  trains  ten  times. 

J.  BRCWN,  Proprietor 
iLate  of  the  Queen’s  Hotel.  Ambleside). 


SPRING  FISHING. 

PANMUBE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

Excellent  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on 

NORTH  ESK,  FREE  to  Hotel  Visitors.  Besides 
the  Hotel  water,  the  splendid  Trouting  Streams 
of  Olen'esk,  in  which  Trout  of  good  size  and  quality 
abound,  are  within  easy  distance.  This  is  a  quiet  and 
beautiful  retreat,  and  the  fishing  is  go<^  all  the  Spring 
and  Summer  months.  Golf  course  beside  Hotel. ; 
Shooting  over  1500  acres  by  the  day  or  week. 
Keepers  and  dogs  kept.  Particulars  on  aoplication 
KEITH  KNOWLES.  Proprietor.  _ 

TROUT  FISHING 

In  the  -Water  Connected  with  the 

CAENARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station, 
COMMENCES  FEBRUARY  15th. 
Several  miles  reserved  to  visitors. 
Rivers  near  the  hotel.  Five  hours  from 
London. 


SALMON  PISHING 

ON 

LOCH  TAY 

Commenced  on  JANUARY  15th,  1893. 

For  Boats  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY, 

Proprietor.— KIL  LIN  HOTEL. 


NEW  GALLOWAY,  N.B., 
Eenmure  Arms  Hotel. 

■[TOME  Comforts;  Charming  Health 
Resort;  Posting;  Boating;  Fishing.  Sai- 
mon,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch  abound. 

B.  B.  BANTOOK.  ProprUior 


CHISHOLM’S  PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

FORT  AUGUSTUS,  N.B. 

FREE  SALMON  FISHING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

(Opening  on  Feb.  11)  to  parties  living  in 
this  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady  Gillies 
kept.  Terms  moderate. 

WM.  CHISHOLM,  Dessee. 


Fort  Augustus. 

LOVAT  ARMS  HOTEL. 

"Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel  have  the 
right  of  SALMON  FISHING  FREE  ON 
LOCH  NESS. 

For  particulars,  &c.,  apply  to 

W.  D.  DAVIS.  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  INVERNESS-SHIRE,  N.B. 

FREE  SALMON  ANGLING  ON 
LOCH  NESS 

To  "Visitors  at  the  above  Hotel.  Hotel 
situated  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  excel¬ 
lent  Salmon  angling  grounds. 

Boats  and  Gillies  provided.  Terms  moderate 
Post  Office,  Foyers  Hotel,  Inverhess. 

DAVID  EIiDES,  I«essee. 


CBEADQUARTEPa  OF  THB  FLYFiaHEHa'  VLUBJ 

YICTORIA  EHBANKMEHT,  STRAND,  LONDON^ 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BED.  BHEAKFAST.  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOB  Sa. 


VYENWY. 


NORTH  WALES  via  OSWESTRY. 

THE  SEASON  OPENS  MARCH  30th. 

350  ACRES  RESERVED  FOR  ARTIFICIAL  FLY  ONLY. 

On  the  other  part  of  the  lake  (about  800  acres)  Spinning  and 
Trolling  with  natural  or  artificial  bait  is  allowed. 

Miss  DAVIES,  Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel. 


DEESIDE  HYDROPATHIC  FISHINGS. 

rpUESE  Fishings,  which  include  the  Heathcot 
I  and  Ardoe  portions  of  the  River  Dee  (over 
two  miles),  are  now  wholly  reserved  for  visitors 
at  the  Hydro.  Terms  for  Anoler.i  £‘2  is.  per 
week;  after  May.  .£.3;  and  in" Sept,  and  Oct., 
£3  Uts. — Dr.  Stewart,  Ueathcot,  Aberdeen. 


ROYAL  HOTEL,  OBAN 

- FIHST-CLASS.  - 

Close  to  Station  and  Piers. — JOHN 

d'-P™  Trossachs  Hotel).  Pioprietor 


IMPERIAL  HOTEL, 

A-BERIOEEN". 

Personally  Patronised  by  the  Royal  Family. 

The  “  IMPERIAL  ”  is  close  to  the  Railway 
Station,  and  within  easy  access  of  the  fishing 
on  the  rivers  DEE  and  DON. 

Salmon  Fishing  may  be  had  on  the  Hotel  Water. 
Oentlemen  are  Boarded  During  the 
Season. 


abe:  rfe:  K.D'y'. 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL. 

SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on  a 
BEAUTIFUL  STRETCH  of  the  TAY, 
and  TROUT  FISHING  on  LOCH-NA- 
CBAIG,  both  with  USE  of  BOAT  FREE. 

ALEXANDER  NICOL,  Lessee. 


GRANT  ARMS  HOTEL, 

GRANTOWN-ON-SPEY. 
SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  SPEY. 

(Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  Hotel.) 
TtyrR.  M.VCDONALD  has  secured  a  portion 
of  the  Castle  Grant  Salmon  Fishings 
from  tlie  Countess  of  Seafleld.  Particulars 
on  application. 

L.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

RHOSNEIGR,  TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY. 
Mild  Bracing  Climate. 

Hotel  adjoins  Lake  and  Sea,  excellent  Trout 
and  Sewin  fishing  in  Lake  and  River; 
Good  Angling  from  boat  or  seashore;  bass, 
pollack,  bream,,  conger,  dabs,  &c.  Boats  and 
conveyance  from  Station  included  in  moderate 
Tariff.  Two  Furnished  Houses  to  Let  for 
Families.  Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTRELL. 

Free  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 

ON  the  celebrated  Loughs  Conn  and  Collin. 

Board  and  Lodgings,  with  boat  and  two 
men,  £4  per  week,  and  two  gentlemen  fishing 
from  the  one  boat,  £3  68.  each  per  week. — 
Thos.  Clabke  and  Sons,  Fishermen. 

APPLY  TO 

fr.  c  r.  A  R  K  B, 

Lough  Conn  Lodge,  Ballina,  County  Mayo, 
Ireland. 


MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

First  Class  for  Anglers.  Charges  Moderate. 

AI»o  RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  on  the ' 
Shores  of  Lough  Conn.  | 

Splendid  Free  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing.  Good  Pike  Fishing  and  Rough 
Shooting  up  to  December. 

E.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHIKO. 

SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  FEROX,  and' 
LARGE  GILLAROO. 

MAGNIFICENT  LAKE  SCENERY,  unsurpassed 
in  any  part  of  Ireland. 

CARLISLE  ARMS,  CONG,  CONNEMARA.  ’ 

E.  BUEKE,  Proprietress.  , 

Nesurest  Station.  Ballinrobe  (5  miles),  or  daily  Steamer  1 
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A  PYTTK  OF  THE  BLUES. 


By  Val  Consox. 


A  feckless  hairy  onbit 
Cam’  hirpling  by  the  linn, 

A  swirl  o’  wind  cam  doon  the  glen 
An’  blew  that  oubit  in. 

1  HERE  is  but  one  Itchen,  and  she  lack.s  not  her 
^Ls,  Itchen  is  not  within  a 
k  abbath  day’s  journey,  nor  are  the  clear  streams 
ot  lest. 

Nevertheless,  Wandle  is  not  beyond  a  tramp; 
and  so  to-day,  while  the  March  wind  is  driving 
the  scud  swiftly  westward,  and  drawing  the 
indignant  sap  to  the  pinky,  cold-bitten  tips  of 
every  bud  in  coppice,  hedgerow,  and  garden,  let 
us  swing  out  over  Mitcham  for  a  walk  that  shall 
send  the  new  spring  sap  spouting  through  our 
veins  also,  and  drive  from  our  heads  all  the 
legions  of  blue  devils  of  care  and  ill  health,  the 
vile  accumulations  of  this  accursed  fog-ridden 
ivinter. 

How  the  east  wind  bustles  over  the  common; 
now  the  telegraph  wires  hum  to  us  as  we  crest 
-ne  railway  bridge ;  how  bravely,  how  royally 
jurus  scatters  kings’  ransoms  broadcast 


between  the  furze  patches  is  tussocky  and  dry ; 
yet  may  the  observant  eye  detect  the  shy  heralds 
of  coming  spring.  Here  and  there  the  bursting 
fragrance  of  a  bunch  of  gorse  bloom  attests  the 
eternal  vogue  of  kissing,  while  its  prickles  sym¬ 
bolise  the  perils  of  that  fascinating  but  dangerous 
pastime.  In  the  sheltered  corners  peep  here 
and  there  the  yellow  cup  of  the  lesser  celandine. 
Wee  marguerites  with  pinky  coronal  snuggle 
their  shoulders  in  the  close,  crisp  turf.  There  are 
symptoms  of  mating  among  the  earlier  of  cur 
birds ;  and  lively  fights  are  in  progress  for  the 
possession  of  a  bride  of  extra  attractions,  or 
some  more  than  usually  eligible  building  site. 

And  now  we  are  past  that  row  of  dingy  cot¬ 
tages  which  summer  finds  so  redolent  of  sticky 
ginger-beer  and  oranges  of  ripe  age  ;  casting,  as 
we  pass,  an  eye  upon  the  hissing  flock  of  geese 
that,  with  half-horrent  hackle,  menaces  the 
lieges  upon  the  Queen’s  highway.  Note  that 
hackle ;  it  has  lovely  blues  and  browny-blues 
that  rejoice  the  heart  of  the  flydresser. 

Now,  round  the  corner  by  the  inn,  and  on  to 
the  cress-beds  which  are  watered  by  the  branch 
of  the  Wandle  which  comes  to  us  over  the 
common  from  our  left.  Spare  yourself  the  pains 
of  scanning  the  stream,  for  here  it  is  all  innocent 
of  trout ;  and  the  goose  feathers  floating  there 
are  not  such  as  will  repay  attention.  Turn  to 
the  cress-beds  on  the  right.  What  a  magnificent 
holt  for  Oammarus  pulex  among  those  wonder¬ 
fully  farmed  beds  !  And  what  trout  the  river 
below  must  hold ! 

Indeed  the  Wandle  trout  is  a  denizen  of  no 
mean  river,  and  a  foeman  worthy  of  any  man’s 
steel— in  cypher  or  double  cyphers.  Let  us  move 
on  and  take  our  stand  by  the  railings  of  yonder 
bridge  by  the  factory  building,  and  see  if  we  can 
find  one  or  two  at  home  in  the  main  river — and 
perhaps  on  the  feed. 

Eyah  ! — but  the  stream  that  comes  from  the 
mill  is  far  from  clear — and  the  shrewd  east  wind 
ruffles  uncomfortably  the  shallow  below  to  the 
right  where  I  looked  to  find  my  friend  at  home. 

Not  a  sign  of  a  rise  anywhere!  Not  a  fish  to 
be  seen.  Too  early  yet,  and  no  fly,  may  be.  Let 
us  look  in  the  eddy  by  the  left  arch  of  the  bridge. 
What  was  that  in  the  smooth,  down  by  the 
western  bank?  A  tiny  rise.  Minnows  at  some¬ 
thing  on  the  surface.  There  goes  another— and 
another.  Let  us  creep  round  the  fence,  and  on 
to  our  neighbour’s  land,  and  see.  .  .  .  No — 
nothing!  Yes;  there,  sailing  down  under  the 
nearer  arch,  with  wings  erect,  comes  our  old 
friend,  the  February  Flapper— the  soft-winged, 
helpless,  yet  ever  welcome  Blue  Dun.  The  wind 
will  bring  him  over  to  us.  Poor  little  blue  devil ! 
If  I  could  only  consume  my  own  blue  devils  with 
half  the  zest  the  trout  gets  rid  of  you  withal ! 

So  here’s  a  hand,  my  trusty  friend. 

And  gie’s  a  hand  o’  thine. 

Climb  up  my  walking-stick,  and  come  you  out  of 
the  cold  into  this  delightful  little  glass-covered 
collecting-box,  that  we  may  consult  you  at  leisure. 
****** 

Four  more  specimens  have  joined  No.  I  in  the 
box.  So,  my  friend,  let  us  be  moving  onward; 
for,  in  truth,  the  wind  bites  shrewdly. 

It  is  wonderful  what  a  string  of  names  our 
little  friend  here  possesses.  In  addition  to 
the  legitimate  Blue  Dun,  there  is  Carshalton 
Cocktail,  on  the  Wandle ;  Blue  Bloa,  or  Blue 
Drake,  in  Yorkshire ;  Blue  Upright  and  Hare’s 
Fleck,  or  Flax,  in  Devon;  Hare’s  Ear  Dun, 
Hare’s  Lug,  Hare’s  Ear  and  Yellow,  Dark  Dun, 
Early  Dark  Dun,  Blue  Quill,  Grey  Quill,  Heron 
Dun,  Cocktail,  Cock  wing.  Dark  or  Bloa  Fox,  and 
February  Flapper.  There  are  a  few  miscellaneous 
names  for  you,  while  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  calls 
him  the  Olive  Dun  of  February,  March,  Septem¬ 
ber  and  October. 

But  by  whatever  name  you  call  him  he  is  a 
capital  little  chap. 

Francis  Francis,  in  that  admirable  “  Book  on 
Angling,”  calls  him  a  sort  of  first  crop  of  the 
Yellow  Dun,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  near  relation. 
David  Foster  considers  him,  as  I  said  just 
now,  the  early  shades  of  the  Olive  Dun.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  say  where  the  Olive  Dun 
begins  or  the  Blue  Dun  ends. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  history  of 
the  dressings  of  this  fly.  But  here  the  same 


difficulty  meets  us.  Where  are  we  to  draw  the 
hne  ?  I  can  only  suggest  that  we  take  as  Blue 
Duns  only  those  flies  in  which  the  blue  dun  is 
the  dominant  note  in  the  colour  scheme,  leaving 
to  the  olives  all  those  uprights  which  have  a  pro¬ 
nounced  shade  of  yellow  or  olive. 

Walton,  in  his  list  of  twelve  flies,  curiously 
enough  omits  the  Blue  Dun.  Cotton,  however, 
gives  us,  in  February,  “  The  Great  Blue  Dun,” 
the  dubbing  of  a  bear’s  hair  next  the  roots, 
mixed  with  a  little  blue  camlet,  the  wings  of  the 
dark  grey  feather  of  a  mallard.”  In  March  he 
gives  us  a  little  Dun  called  a  AVhirling  Dun 
(though  it  is  not  the  Whirling  Dun  indeed, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  flies  we  have),  and  for 
this  the  dubbing  must  be  of  the  bottom  fur  of  a 
squirrel’s  tail,  and  the  wing  of  the  grey  feather 
ot  a  drake.” 

Cotton  also  describes  another  Blue  Dun  of 
March,  thus:  “Take  a  small-tooth  comb,  and 
with  it  comb  the  neck  of  a  black  greyhound,  and 
the  down  that  sticks  in  the  teeth  will  be  the 
finest  blue  that  you  ever  saw.  The  wings  of  this 
fly  can  hardly  be  too  white,  and  he  is  taken  about 
the  10th  of  this  month,  and  lasteth  till  the 
24th.” 

I  do  not  recognise  this  fly.  Perhaps  it  is 
peculiar  to  Derbyshire. 

In  April  Cotton  gives  us  “  the  Whirling  Dun 
(which  is  taken  every  day  about  the  mid  time  of 
day  all  this  month  through,  and  by  fits  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  J une,  and  is  commonly  made 
of  the  down  of  the  fox  cub,  which  is  of  an  ash 
colour  at  the  roots  next  the  skin,  and  ribbed 
about  with  yellow  silk.  The  wings  of  the  pale 
grey  feather  of  a  mallard.”  And  he  gives  the 
same  flies  backward  for  September  and  October. 

The  next  author  I  have  is  Richard  Bowlker, 
who  wrote  in  1766.  He  gives  the  followiri"- 
dressing :  “ 

Wing. — Blue  duck  or  starling. 

Body. — Yellow  mohair  mixed  with  blue  fur 
from  fox. 

Leg's.— Blue  cock’s  hackle. 

Whish. — To  match  wings. 

Robert  Salter,  writing  in  1811,  gives  the 
following  dressing : 

Wing. — Starling,  upright. 

-Body.— Blue  fox-fur  mixed  with  a  little  yellow 
camlet.  Paler  as  season  advances.  (Pale  otter 
or  hedgehog.) 

Often  made  with  light  dun  hackle  instead  of 
wings,  but  if  used  where  a  large  one  is  required 
it  should  have  wings  and  a  small  hackle. 

Probably  the  simplest  form  of  Blue  Dun  is  the 
Yorkshire  pattern,  known  as  the  Waterhen  Bloa. 

This  is  built  hackle-wise,  with  legs  and  wings 
from  the  soft  hackle  found  inside  the  wings  of  a 
moor  or  waterhen  ;  body  of  yellow  silk,  dubbed 
with  waterrat’s  fur,  and  ribbed  with  yellow  silk. 

Another  famous,  often  indispensable,  York¬ 
shire  pattern  is  one  sometimes  called  the  Olive 
Silk,  with  which  the  name  of  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  is  also  connected.  It  is  described  in 
Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran’s  book.  I  summarise  it  as 
follows  : 

TUingf.- Starling  (with  or  without  onion  dye). 
Body.  Tying  silk,  well  waxed  and  untwisted, 
so  as  to  show  distinct  rib. 

Legs. — Olive  dyed  hackle. 

Theakston’s  Blue  Drake  is  well  meant : 

IF  ing. — Starling. 

Body.- Orange  silk,  tinged  and  dyed,  with  fox- 
cub  down  and  two  or  three  fibres  of  amber  mohair. 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  make  out  which  of  Mr. 
Pritt’s  patterns  represent  the  Blue  Dun,  unless  it 
be  the  Snipe  Bloa. 

In  Devonshire  it  is  the  stock  fly,  either  in  the 
form  of  the  Blue  Upright  or  Hare’s  Fleck  or  Flax. 

The  true  Blue  Upright  is  tied  with  an  intensely 
dark  blue  game-cock’s  hackle,  with  a  silver  sheen 
as  it  is  held  to  the  light,  and  the  ciliated  part  in 
the  middle  is  in  certain  lights  of  an  intense  sky 
blue.  The  body  is  dubbed  with  a  dark  blue  fur 
to  match  the  hackle. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  the  Hare’s  Flecks  or 
Hare’c  Flax,  dressed  with  blue  hackles  of  various 
depths  with  or  without  honey  or  ruddy  rustings 
—and  dubbed  with  varying  shades  of  hare’s  fur, 
to  match  the  hackle.  All  of  them  are  supposed 
somehow  to  imitate  the  Blue  Dun,  but  it  is  a 
mystery  to  me. 

I  own  to  a  preference  for  the  Hampshire  dress- 
ings,  which  are  more  realistic  and  less  imaginative 
— the  blue  quill,  the  mole’s-fur  body,  though 
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there  is  no  doing  without  the  gold-ribbed  hare  s 
car  there.  Floated  upright  and  cocked  on  a  glass 
of  water,  and  looked  at  from  underneath,  it  is 
marvellous  what  a  resemblance  this  pattern  bears 
to  the  Blue  Dun,  though  how  he  does  it  is  almost 
as  great  a  marvel  as  that  anyone  should  have 
discovered  that  he  can  do  it. 

In  one  of  Currell’s  patterns  a  blue-dyed  gut 
body  is  recommended,  made  of  used  gut.  I 
should  prefer  dyed,  flat,  tawsy  ends  of  gut  for 
this  purpose  or  fine  horsehair,  wound  in  each 
case  as  far  as  possible  on  the  bare  shank  of  the 

The  India-rubber  Olive,  described  by  Mr. 
Halford  and  Mr.  Hall,  is  also  a  good  Hampshire 

pattern.  .  .  •  .u 

On  the  whole  there  is  little  variety  in  tbe 
winging  of  the  fly.  It  is  almost  universally 
starling,  natural  or  dyed.  But  I  find  among 
my  notes  of  dressings  besides  those  already 
mentioned — Inside  waterhen  ( Jackson  1,  inside 
teal  (Ilofland’s  Carshalton  Cocktail),  thrush, 
hen  blackbird,  and  coot  (Halcyon),  fieldfare 
(Fosterb  red-wing  (Foster’s  Hare’s  Ear),  blue 
duck  ( Bowlker),  and  bunting  and  mallard 

The  range  of  hackk-dressed  patterns  is  still 
smaller.  The  wings  and  legs  are  represented  by 
moorhen  (inside),  starling  (inside),  dotterel,  snipe 
(inside),  young  grouse  (inside),  and  lapwings 

apron.  ,  ,  t  n- 

The  bodies  of  winged  and  hackled  flies  are 

much  more  various.  Besides  those  already 
named  :  lead- coloured  silk,  with  or  without  yellow 
rib;  light  blue  fur;  black  silk  (Webster,  the 
Angler  and  the  Loop-rod);  squirrel’s  blue  fur; 
dark  hare’s  ear,  mixed  with  a  little  yellowish 
mohair,  and  ribbed  with  yellow  silk;  moles  fur 
and  a  little  yellow  mohair  ;  fine  blue  fur  of  hare 
(Pulman) ;  ash-coloured  silk,  lead-coloured  mo¬ 
hair;  fur  from  fox  next  skin,  mixed  with  black 
rabbit’s  scut  and  a  little  pale  straw-mohair,  or 
worsted ;  dark  wool  of  black  lamb,  weather¬ 
beaten,  and  mixed  with  a  little  bright  yellow 
martin’s  fur ;  blue  and  orange  silk  ribbed  alter¬ 
nately  ;  heron’s  herl  from  breast  or  wing,  ribbed 
with  straw-coloured  silk ;  down  from  black  grey¬ 
hound’s  neck,  mixed  with  violet  blue  worsted 
(Teesdale  Angler);  watermouse  fur  warped  with 
ash-coloured  silk;  mouse  fur  warped  on  same; 
blue  rabbit’s  fur,  daik  hare’s  ear,  water  rat’s  fur, 
and  yellow  mohair  in  equal  parts;  hare’s  ear 
mixed  with  olive  mohair;  leveret’s  fur  dyed  olive 
and  ribbed  with  fine  gold  wire.  It  seems  clear  that 
our  forebears  went  further  and  took  more  trouble 
over  their  patterns  than  we  do  over  ours. 

The  legs  and  whisks  do  not  show  much  variety, 
being  mainly  blue  dun  hackles  wnth  or  without 
olive  stains.  A  rusty  blue  or  honey  dun  is  often 
useful.  So  is  a  grizzle,  and  some  of  the  shades 
of  badger  are  not  to  be  despised.  The  Whirling 
Blue  Duns  are  dressed  much  as  the  Blues,  but 
with  a  red  or  ginger  hackle,  and  for  to-day  I’ll 
give  them  the  go-by. 

Well — here  we  are  at  your  gate.  Good-bye. 
Drop  in  to-morrow  and  I’ll  show  you  what  lye 
done  in  the  way  of  imitating  these  little  folk  in 
the  box — and  if  you  can  induce  some  kind 
Samaritan  of  the  Fly  Fishers  to  give  us  twain 
a  day  on  the  Wandle  when  she  opens,  maybe  we 
will  give  my  dressing  a  trial.  Ta-ta. 


THE 


SPRING  SALMON  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

AS  THEY  ARE. 

(Continued  from  page  183.) 


Bt  W.  Mukdoch. 


Sai.e  of  Co.arse  Fish  durixo  the  Fekce 
Months. — The  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  cf  Anglers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
action  they  have  taken  with  regard  to  the  sale  of 
coarse  fish  during  the  close  season  by  fishmongers 
in  the  low  parts  of  Leeds.  This  game  has  gone 
on  quite  long  enough,  and  on  Thursday  several 
members  by  pre-arrangement  made  a  raid  on 
several  of  these  shops.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say  that  they  there  found  tons  of  pike,  perch, 
bream,  roach,  and  tench.  Of  course  the  dealers 
explained  the  matter  in  their  old  sweet  way,  viz  , 
“  the  Continent.”  T'hat  plea,  however,  will  not 
hold  w’ater,  as  the  Act  distinctly  state.a,  “  that  any 
person  buying,  selling,  or  exposing  for  sale,  or 
has  in  his  possession  for  sale,  any  fresh-water  fish 
that  is  not  in  season,  is  liable,”  &c.  One  man, 
how’ever,  was  <  andid,  and  stated  openly  that  the 
fish  came  from  Newark.  This  piece  of  informa¬ 
tion  should  prove  interesting  to  theTrent  District 
Conservancy.— ‘‘H.tLCVON,”  in  weekly  edition  of 
the  J^eeds  Mercury. 


Scarcely  any  time  during  the  year  is  the  I  orss 
without  fish  native  to  it  seeking  to  ascend  it. 
But  this  was  not  always  so  with  this  river.  Atten 
the  Thurso  the  Forss  is  the  first  salmon  stream, 
going  west  along  the  northern  seaboard.  It  is  a 
small  purely  moor-fed  stream  in  its  upper  lengths, 
but  water  from  springs  in  the  marshes,  through 
which  it  flows,  and  from  other  sources,  adds  to 
its  volume  lower  down,  hence  it  is  rendered  not 
altogether  dependent  for  its  supply  on  rainfall  to 
keep  it  in  trim  for  angling.  It  has, several  grand 
fronting  lochs  in  its  basin,  of  which  Loch  Scye  is 
perhaps  the  most  noted.  It  does  not,  however, 
notwithstanding  its  springs,  marshes  and  loch 
reservoirs,  stand  well  up  in  volume  during  tracts 
of  drought.  It  is  apt,  like  the  Thurso,  to  become 
too  much  coloured  by  the  stirring  up  of  the  peat 
during  rougli  'W6JittiGr  iu  tli6  shallow  lochs,  which, 
it  traverses.  Like  many  other  northern  rivers 
which  have  few  strong  sustainingsprings,it  also  is 
much  nipped  by  frost,  its  volume  going  down  to 
a  very  low  size  when  long  spells  of  dry 
weather  prevail  in  the  early  months  of  the 

ycai’-  .  . 

This  is  a  wonderful  river  in  some  respects 
To  see  it  one  would  not  give  twopence  for  it,  as 
the  saying  goes,  yet  from  having  been  treated 
in  a  manner,  the  wonderful  success  of  which  has 
been  placed  beyond  a  doubt,  it  has  been  made  to 
yield  marvellous  takes  to  the  nets.  Once  on  a 
time,  and  that  not  long’  ago,  it  was  an  utterly 
ruined  stream,  not  proving  worth  anything  for 
angling,  and  scarcely  recouping  the  netter  his 
working  expenses.  But  eventually  a  gentlemp 
with  plenty  of  means  took  up  his  residence  on  its 
banks,  and  securing  the  netting  and  angling 
rights,  he,  by  finding  the  money,  and  bis  keeper 
directing  its  expenditure  to  best  profit,  soon 
turned  the  worthless  Forss  into  a  stream  which 
has  proved  a  wonder  to  many  for  its  prolific  sport 
and  commercial  value,  considering  its  character 
and  previous  dearth  of  salmon.  The  gentleman 
who  supplied  the  wherewithal  for  the  restoration 
of  the  Forss  was  a  Mr.  Blenkhorn,  and  the  plan 
adopted  was  to  limit  the  netting  and  to  ex¬ 
tensively  hatch  and  experiment  with  salmon  in  a 
hatchery  and  rearing  burns  connected  therewith. 
Nicol  and  James  McNicol  were  the  parties  who 
directed  the  hatchery  construction  and  manage¬ 
ment,  and  also  conducted  all  the  experiments  in 
fish  culture.  The  end  of  a  few  years’  labours  by 
these  two  able  fish  culturists  saw  the  Forss 
plentifully  supplied  with  salmon  as  early  in  the 
year  as  the  beginning  of  March,  whereas, 
previously,  through  the  stock  having  become 
almost  extinct  by  reason  of  excessive  netting,  it 
was  May  before  almost  a  single  early  fish  sought 
to  enter  the  river  or  when  the  grilse  cominenced 
to  drop  in  about.  There  are  now  fish  coming  to 
the  Forss  as  early  as  January,  and  with  plenty 
water  running  they  ascend  quite  freely  during 
that  month.  Now  this  is  proof  of  what  can  be 
done  by  the  proper  and  capable  management  of  a 
fishery’,  which  is  not  the  present  time  grab-all 
policy  of  tbe  netter,  but  a  generous  treatment  for 
the  future  weal  which  eventually  proves  the  pay¬ 
ing  treatment. 

Few  fish  ascend  above  a  mile  or  two  of  the 
Forss  early  in  the  season  inconsequence  of  a  fall, 
which  is  no  barrier  to  ascent  once  the  tempera¬ 
ture  rises  several  degrees  more.  Until  April  all 
the  angling  is  confined  to  the  stretch  seaward  from 
this  fall,  which  is  known  as  the  Ditch,  and  which 
is  absolutely  dead  water,  as  dead  as  that  of  any 
ditch.  Yet,  it  all  fishes,  and  not  only  fishes,  but 
fishes  well  when  conditions  are  auspicious.  With 
a  good  breeze  blowing  up  or  down  and  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  water  the  angler  on  a  March  or  April 
day  can  count  with  certainty  on  a  fine  take.  Scores 
as  high  as  nine,  ten,  eleven,  and  twelve  fish  have 
been  got  in  the  Ditch  by  one  rod  in  a  day.  The 
netting  has  proved  an  immensely  pay  ing  business 
latterly,  and  it  has  been  found  that  what  the 
McNicols  did  has  increased  vastly  the  length 
of  the  season’s  run  of  the  different  sorts  of  fish — 
spring  salmon,  grilse,  and  early  autumn  salmon 


It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  latterly  what 
was  done  to  make  the  Forss  so  famous,  and  paying 
besides,  has  been  largely  undone  by  a  netter.  who 
got  hold  of  the  netting  rights  on  Mr.  Blenkhorn 
relinquishing  his  lease,  which  the  state  ot  is 
health  compelled  him  to  do.  f)nly  four  years  or 
so  ago  this  netter  started,  but  by  him  the  netting 
has  been  pushed  so  fiercely,  that  already,  both  to 
it  and  the  rods,  the  season’s  take  of  fish  has 
greatly  diminished.  There  is  hope,  however,  that 
very  soon  matters  will  once  again  be  set  in  the 
ric^ht  direction,  as  the  new  tenant  of  Westfield,  it 
is'thought,  will,  it  addition  to  having  the  angling, 
also  stipulate  for  the  netting  rights  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  him,  and  then,  without  doubt,  both  the 
river  and  the  sea-fishing  will  be  managed  in  a  way 
to  increase  the  head  of  fish  and  make  the 


SO  fliS  UU  illVi  - - 

angling  better  and  the  netting  more  p^aying--a 
thing  which  is  easily  done,  but  which  the 
prejudiced  or  blind  netsman,  who  is  purely  a 
netsman,  will  not,  or  cannot  see.  tt  n  j  i  • 
On.  the  way  from  the  Forss  to  the  Halladale  is 
Sandside  of  Reay,  where  Nicol  McNicol,  manager 
and  head  keeper  to  Mr.  Pilkingtoii,  has  for  years 
carried  on  fish  cultural  operations  with  singular 
success.  Here  there  is  a  fine  hatchery,  with 
rearing-ponds  and  artificial  lakes,  in 
trout  of  various  kinds,  hatched  and  bred  by  Mr, 
McNicol,  have  done  exceedingly  well. 

The  Halladale,  when  in  volume,  looks  a  first- 
rate  type  of  a  salmon  angling  river.  It  pas  a 
course  of  about  eighteen  miles,  from  the  uplands 
near  Forsinard,  down  the  narrow  strath,  or 
valley,  of  its  own  name  to  the  sea  at  Bighouse. 
It  may  be  said  of  this  river  that  it  is  largely 
fished  out.  It  has  too  sudden  a  gradient,  and 
is  too  little  dependent  on  springs  for  its  volume, 
that,  alike  for  rapidity  of  filling  and  falling,  it  is 
remarkable.  One  day  it  may  be  bank  high,  and 
the  next  day  too  low  for  fishing.  Summer  spates, 
however  heavy,  will  not  keep  it  in  good  angling 
ply  for  twenty-four  hours.  In  the  spring,  how¬ 
ever,  it  may  maintain  a  fishing  volume  lor  a 
longer  period,  through  snow  melting,  or  the 
moorland  mosses  oozing  out  a  supply  once  they 
are  thoroughly  saturated.  It  is  said  that  the 
reason  for  the  Halladale  being  so  completely 
given  over  to  the  netsmen  is  that  it  would  never 
repay  the  proprietor  to  nurse  it  for  anglers,  on 
account  of  its  altogeter  not  to  be  depended  on 
flow  of  water.  There  is  reason  in  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  but  it  might  be  modified  to  the  extent  ot 
giving  an  extra  day  weekly  for  the  fish  to  have  a 
free  run,  because,  with  more  fish  in  the  river, 
there  would  always  be  better  angling  when  the 
water  was  found  suitable.  Further,  more  fish 
would  be  left  to  breed,  and  so  in  time  make  the 
fishery  more  paying— more  yielding  in  fish,  ti 
the  rods  as  well  as  to  the  nets.  In  open  weather 
the  Halladale,  if  running  in  good  volume,  has 
the  commencement  of  its  run  of  spring  fish  early 

in  March.  -  r 

The  Haver  is  the  next  early  salmon  river  ot  tfie 
north  coast.  It  is  the  largest  and  by  far  the  most 
important  salmon  fishery  of  the  district.  Once 
it  was  better  for  spring  salmon  angling  than  it  is 
now,  and  in  those  days  it  had  a  marvellous  repu¬ 
tation  for  sport  in  summer,  especially  with  grilse. 
By-and-by,  however,  the  increased  and  improved 
netting  at  its  mouth  and  along  the  northern  sea¬ 
board  more  and  more  sapped  its  resources,  till 
at  last  it  was  found  necessary,  if  sport  was  to  bt 
maintained  and  the  fishery  kept  from  becoming 
a  losing  concern  financially,  to  consider  the  eiieci 
of  the  netting  at  the  mouth  and  on  either  sidt 
thereof  for  several  miles.  This  was  done,  anc 
with  the  result  that  within  the  area  indicated 
all  netting  was  discontinued  to  allow  the  fish  ire< 
access  to  the  river.  Since  then  there  has  beei 
considerable  improvement  in  the  angling,  whici 
it  is  gratifying  to  state  is  still  making  headway 
There  is  a  small  run  of  winter  fish  up  the  Naver 
and  when  the  season  opens  in  February,  there  i 
usually  a  fair  head  of  such  fish  got  by  the  rod-- 
As  a  rule,  not  many  of  the  small  spring  fash  ar 
caught  during  the  first  week  or  two,  but  i 
March,  should  the  weather  have  proved  lavoui 
able  for  encouraging  ascent,  and  the  water  kej 
in  good  running  volume,  there  is  usually,  unde 
auspicious  conditions,  very  good  salmon  anghn 
from  the  lower  up  to  the  middle  distance  bea. 
before  the  month  has  long  run.  A  little  latei 
on  the  beats  nearer  Loch  Naver  improv' 
March  and  April  are  unquestionably  the  be.- 
spring  salmon  angling  months  for  the  Nave 
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By  the  middle  of  May  the  early  sport  is  pretty 
nearly  finished. 

This  river  is  more  slow  flowing,  and  has  a 
steadier  volume  than  any  other  in  the  far  north. 
Independent  of  its  great  reservoir,  Looh  Naver, 
it  has  a  strong  spring  water  supply  from  the 
mountains  of  its  inland  feeders,  and  a  good  deal 
from  points  along  the  beautiful  strath  through 
which  it  flows,  between  Loch  Naver  and  its 
estuary  at  Torrisdale  Bay,  beside  Bettyhill,  of 
Farr. 

It  is  considered  by  experts  that  Loch  Haver 
draws  far  too  many  of  the  fish  up  for  the  river 
to  afford  such  grand  sport  in  spring  as  other¬ 
wise  it  would  do,  and  it  is  suggested  that  some 
obstruction  near  to  the  loch  would  soon  be  the 
means  of  making  the  Haver  as  grand  for  sport 
in  spring  in  proportion  to  its  extent  as  any 
river  in  Scotland.  A  barrier  of  the  nature  indi¬ 
cated  would  serve  the  same  purpose,  no  doubt,  as 
the  falls  on  the  Helmsdale,  on  the  Forss,  on  the 
Blackwater,  and  on  other  rivers,  which  keep  the 
fish  back  only  for  a  certain  time,  or,  in  other 
words,  retard  their  inland  progress  no  lonaer 
than  the  date  when  a  certain  temperature  of  the 
water  is  reached,  with  which  the  fish  surmount 
the  barriers  with  ease,  and  instinctively  push  on 
for  the  more  remote  interior  water.®. 

The  Borgie  is  the  farthest  westerley  salmon- 
stream  of  the  north  coast.  It  is  not  of  great 
extent,  and  is  all  let  with  shootings.  When  there 
is  ample  volume  of  water,  and  the  winds  are  such 
as  favour  ascent,  fish  “  take  ”  the  Borgie  in 
February.  There  are  several  very  nice  sporting 
streams  in  the  stretch  up  to  the  fall,  which  is  a 
sort  of  check  to  the  fish  for  a  time.  Afterwards, 
and  especially  in  summer,  a  fair  volume  of  water 
draws  them  quickly  forward,  when  they  pass  into 
Loch  Slam,  and  thence,  in  course  of  time,  work 
through  Lochs  Craggie  and  Loyal,  to  the  reaches 
of  the  head  waters,  where  a  great  many  of  them 
spawn  in  the  autumn.  The  Borgie  is  too  small  a 
stream  to  ever  become  of  very  great  account  (no 
matter  how  well  nursed)  for  fishing  in  spring 
and  summer  both.  Yet  it  has  reproductive 
resources  which  could  not  fail  to  make  it  a  good 
deal  better  than  it  presently  is,  if  only  treat¬ 
ment  a  little  more  generous — which,  unquestion¬ 
ably,  would  prove  paying — were  accorded  it. 
Mr.  John  Box,  his  Grace’s  factor  on  the  northern 
seaboard,  it  is  but  right  to  state,  takes  a  keen  and 
most  intelligent  interest  in  the  several  salmon- 
fisheries  of  his  district,  and  is  striving,  as  oppor¬ 
tunity  offers,  to  effect  improvements.  But,  of 
course,  everything  cannot  be  done  of  a  heap,  as 
the  saying  is,  yet,  though  progress  may  be  slow, 
it  will,  I  feel  sure,  take  place,  and  be  brought 
about  by  well-considered  means. 


A  MONSTER  IRISH  PIKK. 


Weight,  twenty-four  hours  after  capture,  371b. ; 
length,  from  end  of  snout  to  fork  of  tail,  4ft. ; 
girth,  2ft.  This  fish  was  sent  to  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazelle,  London, 
with  this  note : 

Athlone,  March  22,  1893. 

Sir, — I  killed  a  large  pike  this  morning  on  a 
rod  and  bait ;  Mr.  Michael  Brown,  the  fisherman, 
told  me  to  send  him  to  you,  so  I  send  him  by 
this  day’s  train.  William  Dueky,  Fisherman. 

Athlone. 

[The  fish  has  been  sent  by  us  to  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  Westminster  Aquarium,  and  we  have 
asked  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  to  write  a  notice  of  it 
I'ortheF.G.  See  p,  210.j 


By  Mac. 

In  addition  to  the  several  fine  fish  previously 
got  on  the  River  Tummel,  a  grand  one  of  331b. 
was  caught  by  the  rod  this  week. 


Writing  from  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Tay,  a 
correspondent  says  : — “  Fishing  for  most  of  the 
week  was  a  failure  comparatively,  owing  to  the 
severe  snowstorm,  and  from  no  quarter  was  there 
reported  anything  great  having  been  done  either 
by  rod  or  net.  The  snow  is  now  away  in  the  low- 
lying  districts,  but  it  is  deep  packed  still  on  the 
hills,  several  of  which  are  all  white.  I  am  sure, 
the.  cfoie,  that  until  we  get  a  spate,  caused  by 
rain,  it  will  be  folly  to  count  on  good  angling. 
Just  now  the  river  is  in  fine  order,  and  Monday 
(ypsterday)  and  to-day  several  nice  fish  were  got, 
but  that  is  about  all  there  is  to  report;  and  it 
is,  indeed,  a  poor  return  for  the  Tay.  Lately 
some  good  takes  of  whitling  have  been  got  well 
down  the  water,  as  well  as  some  of  yellow  trout. 
Regarding  the  latter,  I  should  like  to  know  where 
those  come  from  which  I  see  exposed  for  sale  in 
the  fishmongers’  windows.  I  hear  of  a  splendid 
basket  or  two  of  trout  having  already  been  got 
on  Loch  Tummel.”  _ _ 

Colin  Gunn  of  Brora  writes:  “Owing  to  the 
severe  snowstorm,  the  angling  on  the  Brora  did 
not  prove  so  good  as  last  week,  though  some  fine 
fish  were  killed.  Mr.  Hall  had  a  splendid  fish  of 
22lb.,  and  another  of  151b.  Mr.  Gtinnis  had  a 
beauty  of  13|lb.,  his  score  for  the  week  fourteen 
fish.  Mr.  Hall's  total  not  to  hand.  Between 
them  the  two  rods  have,  up  to  date,  got  about 
150  fish.  That  genial  personage,  the  amiable 
local  professor,  sallies  forth  next  week,  when  no 
doubt  something  wonderful  will  be  accom¬ 
plished.  _ 

Monday  last.  Miss  Georgina  Macpherson, 
fishing  the  Grandtully  water,  had  a  30-pounder, 
and  Lord  Strathallan,  who  was  on  the  Castle 
Menzies  reach,  had  one  of  341b.  This  proves 
that  some  good  fish,  well  forward  on  the  run  to 
the  loch,  are  still  going  up  the  Tay.  On  its 
conclusion,  this  year’s  salmon  season  on  Loch 
Tay,  it  is  now  certain,  will  be  reported  a  magni¬ 
ficent  one.  _ 

For  the  past  four  or  five  days,  in  consequence, 
largely,  of  a  good  deal  of  frost  over  night  having 
reduced  the  volume  of  water  to  rather  a  low  level, 
finnocks  and  sea-trout,  in  the  lower  lengths  of 
many  of  the  Scotch  rivers,  have  not  beeii  taking 
nearly  so  well  as  they  were  for  eight  or  ten  days 
before.  This  does  not  apply  to  all  districts,  but 
to  a  very  considerable  number  of  those  along  the 
east  coast  of  Scotland,  along  the  whole  of  which 
the  time  between  the  middle  of  March  and  the 
middle  of  April,  is  usually  by  far  the  best  for 
finnock  angling.  In  some  districts,  both  east 
and  north  as  well  as  west,  there  has  been  little 
frost  this  week,  and  with  the  rivers  being  in  good 
trim  sport  on  them  with  finnock  has  done  well. 
Anglers  who  want  the  best  of  the  early  finnock- 
fishing  in  Scotland  should,  without  much  delay, 
set  about  coming  north  for  it.  Yellow  trout,  too, 
should  afford  best  sport  on  lower  lengths  of  such 
splendid  waters  as  Don  and  Deveron  quite  soon 
now,  granting  conditions  to  continue  auspicious, 
as,  to  all  appearance,  they  have  now  set  in. 


Yet  I'dOOO  might  not  be  far  short  of  the  mark, 
were  the  waters  in  the  market  to-morrow.  The 
Kincardine  G’Heil  section  of  the  Dee  is  probably 
the  hardest  fished  bit  of  salmon  water  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  about  four  miles  in  extent,  and 
includes  eight  distinct  lessees,  or  proprietors, 
and  jirobably  a  dozen  rods  are  ‘at  it  ’  morning, 
noon,  and  night.  Some  205  salmon  have  already 
been  landed  on  this  station  this  season.  The 
Cairnton  water,  fished  by  Mr.  S.  Turner  Farle}’, 
has  been  the  most  fortunate  single  beat  on  the 
Dee  up  to  date.  It  has  been  yielding  from 
twenty  to  thirty  fish  weekly.” 


Our  Speyside  correspondent  writes:  —  “A 
public  meeting  was  held  in  Rothes  on  Saturday 
night  to  hear  a  statement  re  the  stage  the  Spey 
fishing  case  had  reached.  Baillie  Macdougall, 
Rothes,  president  of  the  Spey  Trout  Fishers’ 
Association,  who  presided,  explained  that  the 
case  had  been,  as  they  were  aware,  appealed  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  land,  and  if  the  case 
was  still  decided  against  them,  it  was  resolved  to 
appeal  to  the  Trout  Fishers’  Association  of 
Scotland,  and  legislate  in  the  question  of  trout¬ 
fishing  in  general.  In  view  of  the  apjieal  the 
public  are  to  be  called  upon  to  subscribe  further, 
and,  from  the  feeling  of  the  meeting,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  this  will  be  heartily  responded  to. 
Posters  are  up  all  over  Speyside,  warning  the 
people  as  to  the  danger  trout-fishing  is  in,  and 
also  access  to  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  aurora 
borealis  was  seen  to  shine  over  the  bright 
expanse  of  the  northern  skies  several  evenings 
last  week,  and  the  weather  wiseacres  prophesied 
rough  weather.  It  is  apparent  that  the  race  of 
prophets  is  not  extinct,  for  the  weather  ex¬ 
perienced  on  several  days  last  week  was  wintry 
in  the  extreme.  In  the  Rothes  district  some 
seven  or  eight  inches  of  snow  fell,  with  one  day 
the  frost  registering  5  degs.  When  writing, 
however,  it  was  disappearing  quickly  under  genial 
weather.”  _ 


Mr.  Archibald  Harper  writes : — “  After  a 
fortnight  of  very  cold  and  high  winds  the  storm 
appears  to  have  exhausted  itself  in  a  pretty  heavy 
fall  of  snow,  in  which  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
drifting,  on  Friday  and  Saturday.  Many  of  the 
dead  water  pools  were  frozen,  and  anglers  were 
obliged  to  stay  indoors.  Thaw  set  in  on  Sunday 
morning.  The  snow  has  disappeared,  except  the 
heavy  drifts.  Of  course  the  river  is  in  spate,  but 
as  the  thaw  is  unaccompanied  with  rain  it  won’t 
be  so  high  as  to  interfere  with  angling.  Even  a 
snow  spate  is  better  than  no  spate ;  the  lower 
beats  were  quite  destitute  of  fish,  and  it  is  pretty 
certain  that  the  rise  in  the  water  will  rc-stock 
them  with  fresh  run  fish.  They  will  run  slowly 
in  the  snow  broth,  and  thus  give  a  chance  of 
sport  to  the  rods  that  occupy  the  beats  nearest  to 
the  sea.  The  earlier  run  fish  have  gone  far  up, 
indeed,  a  good  many  are  safe  in  Lochmore,  for  a 
time  at  least.  Beats  eight,  seven,  and  six  wei’e 
fairly  productive  during  last  week,  yielding  from 
one  to  five  fish  a  day  to  each  rod,  but  the  lower 
beats  gave  very  few.  Unless  they  do  better  this 
week  Lochmore  will  be  fished  instead.  The 
stream  of  Locbbeg  has  been  altered  to  its  original 
channel  lately.  Mr.  R.  D.  Walker  arrived  at 
Brawl  Castle  on  the  19th  for  the  spring  angling.” 


W.  M.  B.,  Ardgay,  writes :  “For  the  past  ten 
days  or  so  the  weather  all  over  the  north  High¬ 
lands  has  been  wintry  in  the  extreme,  and 
angling,  as  well  as  other  outdoor  occupations,  had 
in  some  places  to  be  suspended.  Thursday  was 
one  of  the  wildest  days  of  the  season,  and  an 
amusing  incident,  which  happened  on  that  day, 
and  for  which  the  storm  was  partly  responsible, 
maybe  related.  Two  gillies  Alistair  and  Donald 
— presented  themselves  at  the  Balnabraddan 
Arms  Hotel,  with  the  view  of  accompanying 
certain  anglers  to  the  river,  but  the  weather  was 
of  such  a  nature  that  angling  was  entirely  out  of 
the  question.  To  shelter  themselves  from  the 
storm,  as  well  as  to  discuss  angling  matters,  the 
Land  question.  Home  Rule,  and  other  weighty 
subjects,  the  gillies  sought  refuge  in  the  back 
tap-room,  and  there,  m  their  native  G.ielic, 
thrashed  out  all  the  important  questions  of  the 
hour,  from  “Jock  Scott”  to  Disestablishment. 
Gill  after  gill  was  called,  and  the  day  passed 
merrily  within,  in  pleasing  contrast  to  the  howling 


Death  of  a  Celebrated  Austrian  Angler. — 
We  regret  to  hear  that  Herr  Emil  Weeger,  of 
Btunn,  Austria,  for  over  fourteen  years  an 
occasional  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazelle, 
died  on  the  2nd  inst.,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age. 
Herr  Weeger  was  the  inventor  of  many  useful 
improvements  in  fishing  tackles,  including  the 
“  Weeger  ”  universal  winch  fittings,  brought  out 
by  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  the  “  Fishing  Gazelle 
Spinner,”  a  little  metal  screw  which  was  placed 
on  the  trace  a  foot  above  the  bait ;  for  some 
reason  or  other  it  never  “  took  hold  ”  of  anglers 
in  this  country.  Herr  Weeger  was  president  of 
the  Briinn  Piscatorial  Society,  hon.  member  of 
the  Fly-fishers’  Club,  and  of  other  English  and 
foreign  associations  connected  with  angling, 
pisciculture,  and  agriculture. 


G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes  : — “  A  finer  show  of 
fish  has  not  been  seen  in  the  Dee  for  many  years 
back  than  there  is  in  the  mid-reaches  at  present. 
The  Deeside  gillies  had  their  first  spring  assembly 
in  the  Kincardine  O’Heil  Public  Hall  on  Friday. 
The  badges  of  the  committee  men — all  gillies,  of 
course — were  very  appropriately  composed  of  imi¬ 
tation  ‘  Gordons,’  the  favourite  Dee  fly.  From  the 
success  of  the  first  assembly  it  is  not  likely  to  be 
the  last.  ‘  Salmon  ’  was  the  fa  vourite  colour  of 
the  evening  with  the  fair  sex.  Some  twenty-five 
years  ago  the  late  Mr.  Cook,  innkeeper,  Aboyne, 
rented  the  whole  of  the  Glen  Tana  and  Aboyne 
waters  on  the  Dee  at  the  modest  sum  of  JL'50  per 
annum.  A  southern  angler,  on  salmon  killing 
bent,  discovered  this  paradise,  and  offered.  At 
one  fell  sweep  ‘  mine  host’s  ’  water  rose  to  £300. 
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storm  without.  Towards  evening  Sandy  mani¬ 
fested  great  concern  for  Donald,  and  seriously 
advised  him  in  the  following  terms :  “  Man, 
Tonal,  it’s  time  you  wass  out  of  here  whateffer. 
Pe  awa  hame  wi’  ye  at  wance,  I’m  seeing  two 
heads  on  you  !  ”  Donald,  who  is  a  firm  believer 
in  second  sight  and  other  similar  institutions 
peculiar  to  his  country,  took  in  the  gravity  of  the 
situation,  drained  up  ihe  remains  of  his  last  half¬ 
gill,  and  immediately  made  straight  for  his  homo 
— I  .mean  as  straight  as  he  could,  which,  to  tell 
the  truth,  isn’t  saying  much.” 


Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes:  “For 
the  opening  day  and  the  first  week  of  the  nets 
over  four  thousand  fish  were  taken  below  the 
dykes  of  Craico  and  Morphie,  most  of  them  below 
the  latter.  The  Morphie  dyke  it  would  appear 
kept  back  most,  as  two  hundred  is  the  total  that 
has  been  got  between  it  and  Craigo.  Last  week 
the  same  netters — those  of  Mr.  James  Johnstone, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board — 
continued  their  successes,  when  they  netted  an 
additional  five  hundred  in  identically  the  same 
bits  of  water  below  the  monstrous  obstructions. 
A  few  strong  fish  are  beginning  to  spin  past  now, 
however,  and  if  they  can  dodge  the  netters  higher 
up  they  will  deserve  credit  for  cuteness.  Three 
fish  now  stands  as  the  total  yet  got  by  the  rod  on 
this  splendid  river,  and  surely  this  must  convince 
anyone  that  it  is  injustice  that  matters  are 
allowed  to  remain  as  they  are.  Kelts  still  in 
great  plenty  all  over  the  river,  and  with  no 
disease  among  them  now.  Good  lots  of  big  fish 
have  been  secured  by  Johnstone’s  men — fish  from 
201b.  to  281b. — and  one  was  got  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  in  a  bag-net  last  Tuesday  weighing 
421b.  They  are  doing  pretty  well  ail  along  the 
coast,  and  sticking  to  the  observance  of  the 
weekly  close  time  religiously  !  Lots  of  anglers 
are  out  on  the  low  end  now  among  the  finnock,  of 
which  some  grand  baskets  have  been  got,  one 
angler  having  twenty-four  in  an  hour  or  two  the 
other  day.”  _ 

The  one-day  scores  to  the  rod  on  the  Aberdeen¬ 
shire  Dee  of  spring  salmon  are  at  last  beginning 
to  mount  up  to  creditable  figures — an  eleven  and 
a  twelve  having  now  to  be  recorded.  Last  year 
the  best  take  by  one  rod  in  a  day  was  twenty- 
four  fish,  but  it  was  about  a  month  farther  over 
in  the  season — which  is  when  the  fishing  is 
usually  at  its  best — that  it  was  obtained. 


The  Loch  Tay  angling  is  still  keeping  up 
remarkably  well,  but  despite  the  fact  that  the 
river  has  been  in  grand  order  several  times,  the 
angling  on  it  for  the  past  week  or  two  has  proved 
far  from  up  to  expectation. 


Good  sport  with  finnock  has  for  some  short 
time  past  been  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  romantic  River  Awe,  Argyllshire. 


Gomplainis  come  from  the  Tweed  that  sport  is 
specially  poor,  not  on  account  of  the  conditions 
of  weather  and  water,  but  for  the  reason  that 
fish  are  extremely  scarce  in  all  the  angling 
reaches.  The  netsmen  on  the  Tweed,  as  I  have 
previously  pointed  out,  take  too  good  care  of  the 
fish  in  the  spring  and  summer  months  for  many 
of  them  to  escape  them  and  get  up  the  river  to 
afford  sport  to  anglers. 


Loch  Ness  has  not  fished  at  all  well  for  some 
short  time  past,  and  this  must  have  much  dis¬ 
appointed  a  number  of  anglers  who  went  north 
to  it  in  the  sanguine  expectation  of  good  sport. 


The  stretches  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee 
whereon  angling  is  enjoyed  by  guests  at  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  and  the  Deeside 
Hydropathic,  Heatbcot,  are,  I  hear,  at  present 
splendidly  stocked  with  whitling,  and  have,  when 
fished  on  good  days,  been  yielding  good  baskets 
lately.  The  beats  in  connection  with  each 
establishment  are  of  considerable  extent,  and 
embrace  some  of  the  best  whitling  runs  of  the 
whole  river.  The  present  month  and  April  are 
the  two  best  of  the  early  season  on  the  Dee  for 
whitling  or  finnock  angling. 


All  the  later  spring  rivers  north  of  Inverness 
have  now  commenced  to  yield  fish  to  the  rods, 
while  on  such  earlier  ones  as  the  Helmsdale, 
'rhurso,  Naver,  and  Borgie,  the  sport  has  vastly 
improved  since  a  fortnight  ago. 


Mr.  B I  tiers,  of  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
Lairg,  has  just  ’oeen  doing  a  praiseworthy  thing, 
of  which  anglers  will  be  very  pleased  to  learn. 
He  has  ordered  from  Ilowietoun,  and  has  planted 
in  his  angling  waters  1000  two-year-old  Loch 
Ijevens  —  the  largest  number  of  which  Loch 
Beannoch  has  received,  the  rest  having  gone  to 
Shiness  Bay  of  Loch  Shin. 


Our  Macduff  correspondent  writes:  “The 
negotiations  which  were  initiated  a  few  years  ago 
for  the  purchase,  from  the  Duke  of  Fife,  of  his 
right  of  salmon  fishing  in  the  river  Deveron — a 
proposed  purchase  which  was  coupled  with  the 
intention  of  destroying  the  dykes  which  are 
situated  in  the  Duff  House  policies,  and  which 
prevent  fish  from  making  progress  up  the  river — 
have,  it  is  understood,  in  the  meantime  quite 
fallen  through.  We  understand  that  on  behalf 
of  upper  proprietors,  a  very  large  sum  was 
offered  to  his  Grace,  who  has  not,  however,  seen 
his  way  to  close  with  the  offer.  The  proposal 
although  dropped  in  the  meantime,  is  not,  it  is 
understood,  entirely  abandoned,  and  lovers  of 
sport  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  water  still 
entertain  the  hope  that  the  transference  may, 
sometime  in  the  future,  be  carried  out  as  pro¬ 
posed.”  _ 


McBouxcer  writes  :  —  “There  is  a  Gaelic 
proverb  which  says,  ‘  Is  luaithe  run  na  rionnach, 
is  luaithe  giumach  na  rbn  ’ — Seal  is  swifter  than 
mackerel,  lobster  is  sivlfter  than  seal — but  I  can 
hardly  believe  it.  It  may,  however,  be  quite  true, 
for  there  is  another  proverb  which  translates 
into.  B  ush  of  lobster,  rush  of  mackerel,  rush  of  seal, 
the  three  swiftest  in  the  great  ocean.  ‘  Is  fhearr  an 
giumach  na  bhi  gun  fhear-tighe  ’ — Better  a  lobster 
than  no  husband — originated  (according  to  the 
late  Sheriff  Nicolson)  with  two  women  who  lived 
together,  one  of  whom  stole  the  other’s  meal  oat 
of  her  bag.  The  sufferer  then  put  a  live  lobster 
into  the  bag,  and  the  next  time  the  thief  put  her 
hand  in  she  was  caught.  She  cried  out :  •  Tha’n 
Donas  na  do  phoed !  ’ — The  Devil’s  in  your  hag. 

‘  Tha,’  said  the  other,  ‘  nuair  tha  thus  arm’ — Yes, 
when  you  are  in  it.  ‘  Is  e  innleachd  iasgaich  bhi 
ga  shior  leannmhuinn  ’ — The  art  of  angling  is  ever 
pursuing  it —is  true  of  other  occupatior'is  as  well  as 
anglirig,  although,  in  the  case  of  angling,  long 
experience  and  constant  practice  are  necessary 
to  insure  success.  ‘  Is  fhearr  iasg  beag  na  bhi 
gun  iasg  idir  ’ — A  small  fish  is  better  than  no  fish  at 
all — has  its  counterpart  in  several  languages. 
The  Lowland  Scotch  say,  Sma’  fish  is  better  than 
nane.  ‘  lasgach  amadian,  corr  bheothach  mor  ’ 
—A  fool’s  fishing,  an  occasional  big  fish — seems  to 
imply  that  only  fools  despise  little.  Most  anglers, 
however,  would  doubtless  rather  get  an  occasional 
‘  whopper  ’  than  a  lot  of  small  fry.” 


For  the  last  few  days  Loch  Ness  fished  rather 
better  than  it  did  fora  fortnight  previous.  From 
Invermoriston  I  hear  that  Rev.  Mr.  McNeil 
landed  a  fish  on  Friday  which  weighed  181b.,  and 
on  Saturday  Mr.  Sinclair  had  a  fish  of  201b. 
Yesterday  (Monday)  on  the  Fort  Augustus  beat, 
Mr.  Davis  landed  two  fresh  run  fish  weighing 
181b.  and  211b.  respectively,  and  Mr.  Chisholm 
had  one  of  141b.  A  change  of  weather  set  in  on 
Saturday,  and  I  trust  it  will  tend  to  move  the 
fish  on  Loch  Ness.  That  the  loch  is  teeming  with 
fish  is  evident  from  the  number  seen  lately 
disporting  themselves  quite  close  to  the  boats 
trolling  on  it.  Old  hands  predict  a  good  month’s 
angling  in  April,  and  I  hope  their  prophecy  may 
prove  true.  Two  fish  were  got  on  River  Oich 
last  week  weighing  201b.  and  101b.,  and  Mr. 
Moore  landed  one  yesterday  scaling  91b.  River 
Garry  and  Loch  Oich  show  rather  an  improve¬ 
ment — the  total  up  to  Saturday  being  sixty-three 
fish,  and,  taking  into  consideration  that  the  loch 
is  left  practically  undisturbed,  the  record  is  not 
at  all  bad.  River  Garry  angling  would  be  more 
succesful  but  for  the  quantity  of  snow  water, 
which,  owing  to  the  late  snow  storm,  is  passing 
through  it. 


GEORGE  COLE  BAINBRIDGE’S 
DRESSINGS  OF  ARriFICIAL 
FLIES. 

(Continued  from  page  149.) 


The  Blue  Du.v  is  in  appearance  one  of  the 
most  delicate  insects  which  frequent  the  water. 
It  is  therefore  extraordinary  that  it  is  to  be  found 
in  the  greatest  quantities  on  cold  windy  days, 
being  hardly  ever  to  be  seen  in  mild  warm 
weather.  It  is  an  early  fly,  making  its  ap¬ 
pearance  early  in  March,  at  which  time  it 
remains  on  the  water  during  the  whole  morning. 
It  is  extremely  difficult  to  meet  with  a  feather  of 
the  exact  shade,  or  sufficiently  delicate  in  the 
fibre  for  the  wings  of  this  fly ;  it  is  therefore 
better  to  make  it  of  a  pale  blue  hackle,  and  use  it 
as  a  dropper.  The  body  is  composed  of  the 
blue  fur  from  a  water-rat,  mixed  with  a  small 
proportion  of  lemon-coloured  mohair.  As  the 
wings  of  this  fly  stand  erect  on  the  body,  a  cock's 
hackle  is  preferable  to  that  of  a  hen,  not  being  so 
liable  to  yield  to  the  action  of  the  water. 

Another  Dun  is  to  be  found  about  the  latter 
end  of  May,  and  is  a  good  morning  fly.  The 
body  of  mole-skin,  or  the  fur  from  a  black  gre}'- 
hound  ;  the  wings,  which  are  four  in  number,  are 
to  be  dressed  in  the  same  form  as  the  Jilealy 
Brown  or  Fern  Fly,  and  are  made  from  the 
feathers  of  a  starling,  and  a  reddish  ginger  hackle 
for  legs.  This  is  also  a  good  fly  for  grayling. 

TitE  Or.4nge  Fly  has  four  wings,  made  from 
the  blue  feather  of  a  mallard-teal.  The  head  is 
of  the  dark  fur  from  the  hare’s  ear;  the  body, 
gold-coloured  mohair,  mixed  with  orange  camlet 
and  a  little  brown  fur ;  a  small  blue  cock’s  hackle 
for  legs.  Tbis  is  an  alluring  fly  to  salmon  mort, 
if  dressed  rather  larger  than  the  representation  ; 
and  on  a  smaller  scale,  none  better  can  be  fouiid 
for  the  salmon  fry. 

T)fE  Cow-DUXG  Fly. — Although  this  is  not  an 
aquatic  insect,  being  most  commonly  found 
amongst  the  excrement  of  animals,  it  is  never¬ 
theless  a  favourite  of  the  trout ;  and  when  high 
winds  have  blown  these  flies  upon  the  water,  the 
angler  may  calculate  upon  good  diversion,  if  he 
make  trial  of  them. 

They  appear  in  March,  and  will  raise  fish  until 
September.  The  body  is  made  of  yellow  camlet 
or  mohair,  mixed  with  a  little  brown  bear’s  fur, 
which  gives  the  whole  a  dusky  appearance ;  the 
feather  from  the  wing  of  the  landrail  for  wings, 
and  a  ginger  hackle  for  legs.  The  wings  are  to  be 
dressed  flat  on  the  back,  and  the  body  made  full. 

Tjie  Yellow  Dun  is  a  beautiful  insect,  and  is 
to  be  used  in  the  morning  and  evening  during 
the  months  of  April  and  May,  and  again  in 
September.  If  martin’s  fur  cannot  be  procured, 
the  body  is  made  of  yellow  yarn  unravelled,  and 
mixed  with  a  little  pale  ash-coloured  fur,  which 
may  be  had  from  a  cub  fox,  near  the  tail ;  the 
wings,  from  the  under  part  of  a  snipe’s  wing, 
and  are  to  be  made  upright,  with  a  pale  dun 
hackle  for  legs. 

The  Cre.ym-coloured  Fly  is  an  excellent  bait 
for  grayling,  and  may  be  used  from  May  until  the 
end  of  August.  The  wings  stand  upright,  and  are 
to  be  made  of  a  hen’s  hackle  over  a  blue  body. 

The  H/VRry  Long-legs  is  a  summer  fly,  and 
although  its  merits  have  been  underrated  by 
many  anglers,  it  is  an  excellent  killer  on  a  cloudy 
day  when  there  is  a  good  breeze.  The  body  is 
dressed  of  brown  bear’s  fur,  mixed  with  the  dark 
dun  from  a  mole’s  skin,  the  dark  mottled  feather 
of  a  partridge  for  wings,  and  a  brown  cock’s 
hackle  of  good  length,  for  legs ;  wings  upright, 
and  body  taper. 

The  Little  Iron-Blue  Fly. — These  flies  are 
rarely  to  be  seen  in  mild  weather;  but  during  the 
month  of  May  they  fre(|uent  the  water  in  con¬ 
siderable  numbers  on  cold  windy  days.  They 
may  be  ranked  amongst  the  smallest  of  the 
insects  necessary  for  the  angler’s  imitation,  and 
can  scarcely  be  dressed  too  fine.  The  wings  are 
upright,  and  best  made  of  a  feather  from  under 
the  cormorant’s  wing.  As,  however,  it  may  not 
be  an  easy  matter  to  procure  one  of  these  birds, 
and  as  one  bird  affords  only  about  a  dozen  of  the 
feathers  requisite,  a  substitute  is  recommended  in 
the  tail  of  the  tom-tit,  which  is  nearly  of  the  same 
shade.  There  is  also  a  small  bird,  called  the 
American  blue-bird,  which  furnishes  feathers 
admirably  adapted  to  the  formation  of  this  fly. 
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It  is  found  abundantly  in  Pennsylvania,  at  stated 
seasons.  The  body,  pale  blue  fur,  warped  with 
purple  silk,  a  small  portion  of  which  should  be 
neatly  picked  out,  to  represent  the  legs  of  the  fly, 
as  the  use  of  a  hackle  for  this  purpose  in  minute 
flies  is  incorrect. 

The  Gravel  or  Spiuer  Fly  is  first  seen  about 
the  middle  of  April,  at  which  time  the  gravel, 
in  which  these  insects  are  bred,  is  literally  covered 
by  incalculable  numbers  of  them.  They  are 
extremely  delicate,  and  not  often  visible  on  cold 
days ;  on  which,  however,  snccess  is  more  pro¬ 
bable  with  this  fly,  than  when  they  are  to  be 
found  in  such  large  quantities.  They  may  be 
used  from  morning  until  evening  ;  and  the  trout 
are  so  passionately  fond  of  them  that  they  gorge 
themselves  with  this  favourite  food,  retire  to 
their  secret  haunts,  and  disappoint  the  most 
skilful  endeavours  of  the  angler. 

It  is  probably  owing  to  the  short  duration  of 
these  flies,  that  the  fish  are  so  greedy  in  devour¬ 
ing  them,  as  they  are  seldom  to  be  found  at  the 
expiration  of  about  three  weeks  from  their  first 
appearance.  The  wings  are  made  of  the  feather 
from  the  wing  of  the  cuckoo’s  mate,  the  goat¬ 
sucker,  or,  in  the  absence  of  the  preceding  two, 
from  the  woodcock;  the  body  of  lead-coloured 
silk  for  the  lower  and  middle  parts,  and  a  strip 
of  black  ostrich  harl  for  the  thick  part  near  the 
shoulder,  round  which  a  small  dark  grizzled 
hackle  should  be  twisted  twice,  and  the  fly  is 
completed. 

The  Granom  or  Green  Tail  is  to  be  found  on  the 
water  at  the  same  time  of  the  year  as  the  spider 
fly,  and  is  used  with  success  early  in  the  morning 
and  late  in  the  evening,  whilst  it  is  in  season, 
which  is  rarely  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  days. 

It  is  also  a  delicate  fly,  and  not  often  out  on 
cold  days.  It  derives  the  name  of  “  green  tail” 
from  a  bunch  of  eggs  of  a  green  colour,  which 
drop  on  the  water  at  the  moment  of  the  fly’s 
touching  that  element.  The  wings  lie  flat  on  the 
back,  and  are  made  of  the  shaded  feather  from 
the  wing  of  a  partridge  or  hen  pheasant  ;  the 
body  of  dark  fur  from  the  hare’s  ear,  mixed  with 
a  little  blue  fur  ;  and  for  the  tail  the  green  harl 
from  the  eye  of  a  peacock’s  tail  is  the  most  showy 
material,  although  a  small  quantity  of  bright 
green  wax  (about  the  size  of  a  pin’s  head) 
attached  to  the  hook  is  the  best  representation  of 
nature.  A  yellow  grizzled  hackle  should  be  used 
for  the  legs,  or  it  may  be  dressed  as  a  hackle, 
with  the  shaded  feather  from  under  a  woodcock’s 
wing  over  the  same  body. 

The  Hawthorn  Fly  is  so-called  from  being 
usually  found  near  the  shrub  of  that  name.  It 
is  a  good  killer,  and  may  be  used  from  the  middle 
of  April  to  the  end  of  May,  from  ten  o’clock 
until  three.  The  wings  are  transparent,  and  may 
be  made  from  the  palest  feather  of  a  snipe  or 
mallard’s  wing ;  some  use  horn  shavings,  or  the 
hard  substance  which  is  found  in  the  core  of  an 
apple  for  this  purpose  ;  the  body  of  black  ostrich 
harl,  and  a  black  hackle  for  legs. 

The  Summer  Dun  is  thicker  in  form  than  the 
generality  of  the  dun  flies,  and  is  to  bo  dressed 
upon  a  hook  with  a  short  shank.  'Ihe  body  of 
the  fur  from  a  mole,  ribbed  with  ash-coloured 
silk;  the  wings  from  a  wood-pigeon,  and  an  ash- 
coloured  hackle  for  legs.  A  good  fly  during  the 
summer  months,  in  large  waters. 

The  Black  Harl  Fly  is  also  a  summer  fly,  and 
is  a  good  killer  in  warm  weather,  early  in  the 
morning.  The  body  is  of  ostrich  harl,  dressed 
thin  and  cut  close ;  the  wings,  which  are  four  in 
number,  from  the  pale  feather  of  the  starling’s 
wing. 

The  Orl  Fly  has  every  appearance  of  being 
produced  from  a  cadis,  and  by  some  has  been 
called  the  brown  cadis  fly.  The  body  is  large, 
and  is  successfully  made  of  that  part  of  the 
peacock’s  tail  feather  which  is  perfectly  free  from 
a  green  cast ;  the  wings  from  the  feather  of  a 
brown  hen,  with  a  grizzled  hackle  for  legs.  The 
wings  are  four  in  number,  and  should  lie  flat  on 
the  back.  If  dressed  as  a  hackle,  a  brown 
grizzled  feather  from  the  back  of  a  cock  is  the 
best ;  and  the  body  may  occasionally  be  varied 
by  the  use  of  the  fur  from  the  body  of  a  brown 
spaniel,  mixed  with  mohair  of  a  dark  red  or 
claret  cast,  and  ribbed  with  orange  silk.  It 
appears  about  the  end  of  May,  and  continues  for 
two  months.  It  is  a  good  fly  at  all  hours  of  the 
day,  if  the  water  be  not  very  low. 

(To  he  continued.) 


MULLET  FISHING 
AND  OTHER  SPORT  ON  THE  BLACK- 
WATER  RIVER. 

(Continued  from,  page  185.) 

By  Alfred  Jardine. 


In  January,  1875,  T.  R - and  I  went  for  five 

days  wild-fowling  off  the  Essex  coast.  Our  crew 
consisted  of  John  and  Harry  Mussett,  and  John 
Mussett,  jun.,  the  poor  lad  who  soon  afterwards 
lost  his  life. 

He  fired  the  big  gun  at,  and  killed  a  quantity 
of  duck  they  had  “  sailed,”  and,  carelessly 
taking  up  a  small  fowling-piece  used  to  shoot 
the  crippled  birds  with,  he  accidentally  struck 
the  hammer,  exploded  the  gun,  and  the  charge, 
entering  under  his  right  arm-pit,  he  bled  to 
death  before  his  father  and  uncle  could  get  him 
ashore. 

We  ordered  our  stores  in  Colchester;  and, 
among  other  useful  commodities,  put  aboard 
251b.  of  beef,  121b.  bacon,  butter,  coffee,  sugars, 
&c.,  &c. ;  brandy,  whiskey,  and  lemons.  The 
Mussetts  provided  a  bushel  of  oysters. 

Our  “  battery  ”  consisted  of  the  large  punt- 
gun  ;  two  four-bore  singles,  carrying  charges  of 
eleven  drams  of  powder  and  four  ounces  of  shot ; 
also  two  double  twelve-bores,  for  the  “  cripples  ” 
(or  “  soldiers  ”),  as  the  winged  birds  were  called. 

We  sailed  for  “the  Main”  on  Monday  morning, 
and  returned  to  Mersea  Island  the  following 
Friday  night.  A  keen  frost  had  lasted  for  quite 
three  weeks,  and  still  continued  ;  the  Blackwater 
presented  a  very  Arctic  appearance,  owing  to 
the  large  quantity  of  ice  in  it.  N.E.  gales  had 
brought  over  myriads  of  wild  fowl  of  all  kinds 
from  Norway,  which  had  settled  in  such  large 
numbers  about  the  Buxey  and  Gunfleet  Sands, 
in  the  Wallet  and  East-Swin  Channels,  that 
acres  of  sea  were  “  packed  ”  with  geese,  duck, 
widgeon,  &c.,  &c.,  which  “  sat  ”  so  well,  that  we 
were  able  to  sail  within  shot  of  them  ;  and  when 
fired  at,  they  rose  like  a  cloud  lifting  from 
the  water,  only  to  pitch  again  and  again, 
within  moderate  distance  for  “sailing,”  and 
getting  repeated  shots.  Thus,  day  by  day  we 
had  a  continuance  of  very  fine  sport,  and  our 
united  bag  consisted  of  three  wild  swans,  120 
geese,  thirty-five  brace  duck,  twenty-three  brace 
widgeon,  sixty  grey  plovers,  nine  curlews,  and 
three  crested  grebes,  which  we  brought  to 
London,  packed  in  large  wine  hampers,  and  gave 
many  away  to  various  friends. 

A  “  string  of  curlews  ”  passed  within  range  of 
my  four-bore  fowling-piece,  I  got  three  of  them 
at  one  shot ;  whilst,  from  a  large  flock  of  plover 
which  I  “  punted  ”  at  Pewit-spit,  I  shot  with  my 
four-bore,  and  “  gathered,”  over  fifty  birds.  They 
were  fat  as  quail,  and  splendid  eating. 

Returning  on  Friday  night,  we  found  much 
drift  ice  (tons  of  it)  floating  out  of  Mersea  Creek 
with  the  falling  tide  ;  and  it  was  only  by  dint  of 
pushing  the  cutter  up  against  the  current  with 
our  “  ((uant-poles,”  that  we,  after  much  exertion, 

got  to  our  anchorage,  where  T.  R - and  I  went 

ashore,  not  sorry  to  regain  the  warmth  and 
comfort  of  our  inn.  Wm.  Traveller,  the  land¬ 
lord,  had  prepared  a  capital  hot  supper — in¬ 
cluding  a'  Christmas  pudding — for  us  and  our 
“  crow  ”  ;  their  father,  James  Mussett,  a  fine  old 
man  upwards  of  eighty,  and  his  sons  James  and 
Thomas,  we  invited  as  guests,  and  all  were 
delighted  at  the  good  sport  we  had  had  and  so 
greatly  enjoyed. 

Although  T.  R - -  and  I  have  been  there  in 

subsequent  winters,  also  shooting  on  the  Medway, 
and  about  “  The  Nore,”  getting  fair  sport ;  yet 
never  since  have  we  met  with  such  success  as 
during  the  week  I  have  described. 

One  day  on  Yantlet  Creek  (Medway)  when 
duck,  &c.,  were  so  wild  we  could  not  “  sail  them  ” 
near  enough  to  kill,  T.  R— — -  loaded  the  big  gun 
with  “  double  diamond  ”  rifle  powder,  and  put  in 
(as  he  termed  it)  “  an  extra  dose  for  luck,”  the 
results  being,  that  he  burst  the  breech  and  blew 
off  the  lock,  which  flew  between  our  heads,  ripped 
a  hole  in  the  mainsail,  and  dropped  in  the  sea, 
sixty  yai’ds  astern  of  the  cutter ;  a  very  narrow 
escape  for  some  of  us. 

Off  the  Nore  Light-ship,  a  large  black -backed 
gull  descended  from  a  considerable  height  to  the 
water,  and  captured  a  fish,  apparently  a  whiting  ; 


as  it  rose,  I  took  a  long  shot  and  hit  it  hard  ;  it 
disgorged  the  fish,  which  dropped  down  into  the 
sea  ;  after  a  few  minutes  the  gull  dropped  also, 
and  we  sailed  and  secured  it. 

At  night  we  overheard  our  old  “  skipper  ” 
relating  the  incident  thus ;  “  Mr.  J.  shot  a  huge 
girl,  100  yards  off,  that  spewed  up  a  codfish, 
long  a,<i  my  leg.” 

An  unpleasant  and  rather  dangerous  incident 
occurred  to  me.  My  companions  put  me  ashore 
on  Mersea -Spit  and  rowed  away  to  another 
position,  where  duck  were  likely  to  pass  in  their 
evening  flight  inland.  It  was  a  rising  tide,  the 
sand  was  gradually  submerged,  got  soft  and 
softer,  letting  me  sink  to  my  knees  and  thence 
to  my  thighs,  before  they  returned  and  rescued 
me ;  another  half-hour,  and  the  writer  of  this 
article  would  probably  have  been  drowned. 


HEALTH  TO  MEN,  DEATH  TO 
TROUTS. 


By  Lock  o’  the  Woods. 


What  gives  a  man,  generally  speaking,  a  more 
healthful  look  than  a  week  or  two  of  successful 
fly-fishing  ?  See  the  bronzed  appearance  it  gives 
to  the  pent-up  city  man,  or  even  to  the  man 
whose  business  or  recreation  keeps  him  constantly 
in  the  open  air ;  it  is  summed  up  in  one  word — 
health.  Once  more  the  hawthorn  buds  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  burst  out,  and  the  bright  yellow 
celandine  is  in  bloom  on  the  warm  banks  of  the 
brooklet  —  both  sure  prognosticators  that  the 
beauteous  trout,  the  prince  of  fishes,  is  again 
coming  into  season.  Very  soon  now  must  be 
brought  to  light  again  the  good  old  supple  blue 
mahoe  or  greenheart,  or  it  may  be  the  brand 
new  Multum  or  split  cane  of  Ogden,  Farlow,  or 
Hardy,  or  one  of  their  numerous  imitators. 

It  is  possible,  too,  that  a  new  check  reel  will 
have  to  be  set  up,  together  with  some  forty  or 
fifty  yards  of  waterproof  tapered  silk  line,  and 
its  accompanying  strong,  yet  fine,  gut  cast  of  a 
good  nine  feet  in  length. 

'The  time,  too,  has  almost  come  round  again 
when  the  allurements  of  the  artificial  fly  must 
once  more  be  tried  on  this  fish.  Which  will 
be  the  favourite  patterns  this  season  ?  All, 
doubtless,  in  their  turn — March  Browns,  Olive 
Duns,  Bed  and  Blue  Quill  Gnats,  Alders  and 
Governors,  and  the  Green  and  Grey  Drakes  in 
the  May-fly  time.  Many  of  these  flies  are,  per¬ 
haps,  home  made,  and  have  been  made  up  with 
much  care  and  patience,  and  no  little  amateur 
skill,  during  the  dull  winter  months,  when  the 
sound  of  the  horn  is  not  heard,  and  hounds  are 
not  running,  or  when,  perchance,  during  the 
break  up  of  the  frost,  the  skates  have  again  to 
be  relegated  to  the  saddle-room,  or,  clean  and 
bright,  are  again  hanging  from  the  antlers  in 
the  hall  of  the  old  manor  house  or  mansion. 
These  home-made  flies  generally  last  much  longer 
than  many  that  are  bought  at  so  much  per 
dozen,  and  which  are  often  made  up  by  people 
who  have  never  seen  a  trout  or  trout  stream, 
and  who  are  actually  ignorant  of  the  wants  and 
requirements  of  the  fly-fisher. 

They  are  generally  also  much  better  killers, 
which  I  have  often  proved.  The  “  Windrnsh  Otter,” 
as  he  was  wont  to  be  called,  was  very  clever  at 
making  his  own  flies,  and  I  once  myself  made 
a  small  rough  fly  with  the  wing  of  a  partridge, 
and,  on  the  bright,  shallow,  and  glassy  water  of 
the  Gloucestershire  Coin,  killed  my  two  brace  of 
fine  trout  before  noon,  and  that,  too,  on  a  hot. 
sunny  July  morning.  The  fish  seemed  quite  wild 
after  this  home-made  one,  I  suppose  it  was  some¬ 
thing  different  to  them. 

Now,  again,  must  be  looked  up  the  creel  and 
landing-net,  and  the  well-tried  waders  and 
brogues,  and  the  other  various  little  things  that 
are  ever  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  fly- fisher,  even 
to  that  same  good  old  hat,  which  has  done  duty, 
perhaps,  for  several  years  past,  and  which  by  the 
end  of  last  season  had  some  scores  of  artificial 
flies  sticking  in  it. 

In  the  north,  and  on  rough  boulder  water,  the 
artiflcial  spinning  minnow  and  the  deadly 
Halcyon’s  and  Alexandra’s  are  often  used,  but 
on  our  quiet  southern  and  south  midland  trout 
streams,  such  as  the  Kennett,  Coin,  and  Wiudrush, 
and  other  public  and  private  waters,  they  are 
seldom  mot  with — in  many  instances  are  not 
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allowed,  and  are  utterly  tabooed  by  the  scientific 
dry-fly  man.  Xothing,  of  course,  but  the  dry 
goes  down  with  him,  and  it  must  float  exactly  like 
the  natural  fly  that  is  on  the  water,  even  if  in 
some  cases,  he  has  to  oil  his  fly  to  make  it  stick 
up  well.  I  am  not  an  advocate  for  this  resus¬ 
citated  old  tip,  for  I  have  seen  many  a  good  fish 
missed  if  there  is  the  least  drop  too  much  oil  on, 
and  then  it  is  the  usual  cry — how  short  they 
come.  Neither  do  I  advocate  the  use  of  such  very 
fine  casts  and  such  small  flies  that  we  sometimes 
see  used,  and  where  trout  are  known  to  run  large. 
On  two  or  three  occasions  last  season  I  caught 
large  trout  with  two,  or  even  three,  of  these 
small  flies  in  their  jaws ;  it  is  not  only  cruel  to 
the  fish,  but  angering  to  the  fisherman.  The 
recent  heavy  hill-rains  have  put  a  good  head  of 
water  on  the  midland  trout  streams,  and  there 
appears  to  be  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the  various 
spawn  beds,  and  I  have  already  seen  them  rising 
freely  about  noon  at  a  large  Brown  Dun  which 
is  now  on.  In  my  own  neighbourhood  (the  Coin) 
I  do  not  expect  much  will  be  done  until  the  warm 
weather  brings  the  alder  up,  though  I  hear  that 
our  headquarters  are  already  pretty  full  up  for 
Easter. 


SOME  FREE  AND  OTHER  FISHING 
IN  IRELAND. 


By  J.  T.  E. 


Tiik  lakes  and  rivers  of  Ireland  are  so 
numerous,  so  exceedingly  beautiful  in  their 
surroundings,  in  many  cases  approaching  the 
romantic  in  their  wildness,  swarming  with  fish, 
and,  above  all,  free,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  to 
every  one  who  cares  to  cast  a  fly  for  the  lovely 
brown  trout  or  nobler  salmon,  or,  with  the  deadly 
Bhantom,  lure  to  destruction  the  mighty  pike,  the 
rare  and  beautiful  gillaroo,  and,  grandest  of  them 
all,  gamest  of  all  game  fishes,  the  Sahno  ferox,  or 
great  lake  trout,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
all  who  visit  them  for  the  first  time  to  find  them 
so  little  fished ;  and  yet,  with  all  these  attrac¬ 
tions,  these  natural  beauties,  possessing  every 
requirement  one  would  lay  down  if  asked  to 
describe  the  oft-quoted  phrase,  “an  angler’s 
paradise,”  it  is  a  fact  beyond  question  that  these 
magnificent  waters  are  very  little  fished  by 
English  anglers.' 

Why  is  this  ?  It  cannot  be  because  they  are 
unknown,  for,  over  and  over  again  articles  have 
appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
from  writers  of  great  experience,  men  who  have 
fished  these  waters  for  years,  and  whose  words 
can  be  thoroughly  relied  upon,  giving  most  glow¬ 
ing  descriptions  of  the  grand  sport  to  be  had  upon 
many  of  the  lakes  and  rivers,  and  yet,  the  angler, 
the  visitor  from  England,  may  wander  along  the 
banks  of  many  a  river,  and  row  about  for  miles 
upon  many  a  lake,  and  not  see  another  rod. 
Strange,  but  true. 

This  is  so  to-day,  to-morrow  it  maybe  different, 
for  the  problem,  “where  to  go  fishing,”  is  be¬ 
coming  day  by  day  more  difficult  to  solve,  and 
the  time  must  come — is  very  near,  perhaps — 
when  these  waters  will  be  as 'well  known  as  the 
celebrated  Broads  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  But 
there  will  always  be  this  great  difference,  the 
Broads,  charming  and  delightful  as  they  are, 
must  one  day  be  over-fished,  the  lakes  of  Ireland 
— never. 

This  can  easily  be  understood  when  once  the 
vast  proportions  of  such  lakes  as  Corrib,  Ree, 
Derg,  IMask — not  to  speak  of  Neagh,  the  largest 
of  all  European  lakes — are  considered. 

So  vast,  indeed,  are  the  proportions  of  even 
the  smallest  of  these  lakes  I  have  mentioned, 
that,  were  it  possible  to  empty  the  whole  of  the 
waters  of  the  Broads  into  it,  scarcely  any  differ¬ 
ence  would  be  made  in  the  height  of  its  water¬ 
mark,  so  that  no  matter  what  number  of  anglers 
fish  them,  the  effect  upon  the  fishing  would  be 
imperceptible — they  cannot  by  any  iiossibility  he 
over-fished  by  rod  and  line.  I  am  now  speaking 
more  particularly  of  the  lakes.  With  the  rivers 
it  is  somewhat  different — they  will,  no  doubt, 
suffer  to  some  extent  by  the  increasing  numbers 
of  anglers,  but  it  must  be  years  before  they  will 
be  seriously  affected,  even  though  no  re-stocking 
takps  place. 

Very  many  of  these  rivers  are  free,  some  are 


in  the  hands  of  various  societies  and  city  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  preserved  by  them,  others  are  reserved 
by  the  owners  for  the  sole  use  of  their  personal 
friends,  for  few  Irish  riparian  owners  reside 
upon  their  demesnes,  or  even  visit  the  country, 
and  some  few  rivers,  such  as  the  Shannon,  the 
Corrib  at  Galway,  Ballinahinch,  &c.,  are  what 
may  be  called  commercial  fisheries,  and  the 
privilege  of  angling  must  be  paid  for  at  a  rather 
extravagant  rate  ;  but  whether  free  or  otherwise, 
the  fishing  is  everywhere  excellent,  and  a  blank 
day  to  a  good  fisherman  should  be  an  impossi¬ 
bility.  There  is  one  thing  which  must  always  be 
borne  in  mind  by  the  angler  intending  to  fish  in 
Irish  waters — the  rivers  of  Ireland  are  essentially 
“  season  ”  rivers,  and  in  some  districts  this  is 
most  marked. 

The  entire  season  may  bo  taken  as  extending 
from  Feb.  1  to  end  of  November.  After  that 
date  pike  and  perch  are  the  only  fish  to  be 
caught,  and,  however  heretical  it  may  be  to  say 
so,  yet  I  do  say,  and  most  emphatically,  that 
winter  angling  in  Ireland  is  very  little  good — let 
those  who  doubt  it  try  the  experiment. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  recently  to  visit  some 
of  the  best  fishings  in  this  country,  and  although, 
as  I  have  said,  some  of  them  have  been  described 
in  those  columns,  yet  I  am  sure  the  readers  of 
this  paper  will  forgive  me  if  I  again  mention 
and  describe  them  as  I  found  them. 

Other  rivers  I  shall  refer  to  will  probably  be 
new  to  many. 

First,  then,  I  propose  to  travel  as  far  as 
Limerick,  city  and  county.  The  city  itself  is 
within  3^  hours  from  Dublin,  by  Great  Southern 
Railway,  and  an  excellent  service  of  trains  is 
established.  Arrived  here,  the  angler  will  do 
well  to  make  his  headquarters,  while  staying  in 
the  city,  at  the  Royal  George  Hotel,  a  most  com¬ 
fortable  house,  and  one  highly  spoken  of  by  our 
talented  authoress.  Miss  Braddon.  The  river 
Shannon  flows  through  the  city,  but  the  fishing 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  is  useless.  A 
mile  and  a  half  up-stream,  however,  is  Corbally, 
from  which  point  the  fishing  in  the  Shannon  may 
be  said  to  commence.  Here  is  the  first,  and  by 
far  the  largest,  salmon  weir  on  the  river.  It  is 
a  fine  structure,  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
being  built  in  stone,  and  consists  of  upwards  of 
twenty  bays.  The  Queen’s  gap  is  very  wide, 
probably  the  widest  in  the  kingdom,  and  has  the 
privilege  specially  'granted  of  having  a  fixed 
bridge  extending  across  it.  Very  large  numbers 
of  salmon,  of  great  weight,  are  annually  taken 
here,  and  despatched  to  the  London  market. 
The  courteous  and  genial  proprieter,  J.  A.  Place, 
Esq.,  has  a  lovely  home  adjoining  it,  and  for  one 
who  is  interested  in  fishing,  and  an  ardent 
angler,  a  more  delightful  position  could  scarcely 
be  conceived. 

From  this  weir,  up  stream  for  about  a  mile,  the 
fishing  is  free,  and  on  no  portion  of  this  celebrated 
river  is  finer  fishing  to  be  had. 

It  can  be  fished  only  from  a  boat,  and  the  usual, 
and  most  fatal,  method  of  taking  salmon  is 
spinning,  the  almost  universal  practice  being  to 
trail — or,  as  the  natives  call  it,  “  throwl” — a  bait 
behind  the  boat,  exactly  the  same  as  harling  in 
Scotland.  'I'wo  rods  are  used,  pointing  outwards 
at  an  angle  of  45  deg.  from  the  stern  of  the  boat, 
with  some  fifty  yards  of  line  out  from  each,  one 
baited  wit'n  a  Brown  Phantom  or  natural  bait, 
a  gudgeon  or  killough  (stone  loach)  for  choice, 
and  the  other  with  a  large  salmon  fly  peculiar  to 
the  Shannon. 

This  fly  is  varied  according  to  the  size  and 
condition  of  the  water. 

Casting  a  fly  is  seldom  practised;  there  is, 
however,  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  would  prove 
as  deadly — under  certain  conditions — as  the  less 
scientific  system  of  trailing.  The  fish,  as  a  rule, 
run  very  large,  thirty  and  forty-pounders  being 
frequently  met  with  :  small  fish,  indeed,  in  this 
water  are  the  exception.  Mr.  A.  Nestor, 
fishing-tackle  manufacturer,  of  George-street, 
will  give  any  angler  the  fullest  information  as  to 
where  boats  can  be  obtained,  and  it  would  not  be 
time  wasted  to  consult  him  as  to  the  best  baits 
to  use  on  any  particular  day.  He  is  an  ardent 
sportsman  and  a  keen  and  practical  angler,  and 
many  are  the  salmon  he  has  landed  from  this  free 
water.  Whatever  hints  he  gives  should  be  borne 
in  mind  and  followed  by  the  angler  whose  hope  is 
I  to  land  one  of  these  splendid  Shannon  fish. 

Having  given  the  Shannon  a  fair  trial,  the 


next  place  I  recommend  the  angler  to  visit  is 
Groom — a  post  town  in  the  county  of  Limerick, 
distant  about  eleven  miles  from  the  city,  and  a 
station  on  the  Great  Southern  Railway.  Once 
upon  a  time  this  town  was  in  a  most  thriving 
and  prosperous  condition,  the  centre  of  a  largo 
agricultural  district,  employing  very  many  hands 
in  its  extensive  flour  mills  and  factories,  but 
now,  alas !  these  mills  and  factories  are  closed, 
and  for  the  present  its  commercial  prosperity  is 
at  very  low  ebb  indeed.  The  principal,  and 
indeed  the  only,  hotel  in  the  place  is  the  Groom 
Hotel,  and  one  which  I  very  strongly  re¬ 
commend  anglers  to  stay  at.  The  host,  Mr. 
McCarthy,  is  most  obliging,  and  will  be  able 
to  give  even  some  of  the  very  best  of  fly- 
fishermen  a  hint  or  two  that  will  no  doubt 
be  appreciated.  The  visitor  can  also,  if  he  wish 
it,  have  a  splendid  mount  from  this  establishment, 
and  follow  the  stag-hounds  in  the  district,  two  or 
more  meets  taking  place  each  week  during  the 
season.  The  stone  walls  will  give  the  most  ardent 
follower  of  this  sport  an  opportunity  to  break  his 
neck  not  often  to  be  met  with.  Close  to  this  hotel 
is  the  River  Maigue,  one  of  the  prettiest  rivers 
it  was  my  lot  to  see  during  my  visit  to 
Ireland.  To  fish  this  to  the  best  advantage 
the  angler  should  take  train  from  Groom  to 
Bruree,  a  station  about  six  miles  up  stream,  and 
fish  it  down.  This  will  give  him  about  eight  miles 
of  magnificent  trout-fishing,  or,  if  he  prefers  the 
more  precarious  sport  of  salmon- fishing,  he  can 
have  it.  The  fish  are  there,  and  rise  readily  to 
the  fly.  It  is  a  very  easy  river  to  fis’n  ;  every 
inch  of  it  can  be  covered  from  the  bank,  and 
wading  is  at  no  point  necessary.  The  trout  are 
exceedingly  game  and  very  numerous,  averaging 
from  11b.  to  31b.  in  weight.  This  river  may  be 
described  as  a  season  river,  JMarch,  April,  May, 
and  June  being  the  best  months.  After  that  it 
runs  very  low,  and,  as  a  rule,  is  full  of  weeds. 

From  the  Salmon  FalD,  about  half  a  mile  above 
Groom  Bridge,  to  Adare,  the  seat  of  Lord  Dun- 
raven,  a  mile  below,  is  one  of  the  finest  stretches 
of  salmon-water  to  be  found  on  any  tributary  of 
the  Shannon.  This  portion  of  the  river  is  not 
free,  but  permission  to  fish  it  could  no  doubt  be 
obtained  from  the  present  lessee.  Lord  D unraven 
owns  the  remainder  of  the  river  to  its  mouth,  and 
it  is  very  strictly  preserved. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  PAPER  ANGLER. 


By  F.  G.  B  E. 


He  sits  near  the  fire  in  an  atmosphere 
Of  cigar-smoke  and  hot-punch  vapour. 

And  indites  of  the  gentle  craft  so  dear. 

As  he  catches  his  fish  on  paper. 

He  tells  how  true  anglers  will  face  the  blasts  ' 
I'pon  river  banks,  dank  and  muddy. 

And  brave  all  discomforts  while  daylight  lasts — 
But  braves  them  himself  in  his  study. 

He  chants  of  the  long  fierce  battle  and  thrill 
Of  triumph  o’er  many  a  salmon  ; 

Of  gillies,  flies,  phantoms,  and  whisky— still. 
Save  w'hisky,  they’re  phantoms  and  gamnron. 

Sadly  he  hints  at  his  iron-grey  hair. 

And  his  form  that  grows  daily  rounder; 

How,  tired  out,  he  sinks — in  his  easy-chair — 
Having  landed  a  twentj'-pounder. 

At  gathering  copy  he  knows  all  tricks. 

Essaying  some  few  men  would  dare  on  ; 

And  when  he  is  ferried  at  last  o'er  Styx, 

He’s  certain  to  interview  Charon. 

His  mind  in  Pluto’s  gazette  will  give  birth 
To  a  work  on  subjects  he’s  made  his, 

“Memories  of  my  past  Angling  on  Earth, 

By  a  late  arrival  in  Hades.” 


A  Fi.xe  Carp. — In  the  window  of  Messrs. 
W.  T.  Hancock  and  Go,,  308,  High  Holborn,  may 
be  seen  a  splendid  specimen  carp,  weight  Itij'lb., 
taken  last  September  from  the  Thame.s  tidal 
waters.  A  remarkable  feature  in  this  otherwise 
perfect  fish  is  the  total  absence  of  t)  e  ventral 
fins. 


March  25,  1893] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


209 


FISHERIES  EXHIBITION  AT  THE 
ROFAL  AQUARIUM. 


As  an  exhibition  of  fishing  tackle,  pnre  and 
simple,  the  present  show  now  being  held  at  the 
Eojal  Aquarium,  must  be  pronounced  a  decided 
success.  The  exhibitors,  it  is  true,  are  fewer  in 
number  than  in  previous  years,  but  among  them 
are  some  of  the  largest  fishing  tackle  manufac¬ 
turers  in  the  kingdom,  and  the  general  excellence 
of  the  exhibits  provides  in  quality,  what  may, 
perhaps,  be  wanting  in  quantity. 

There  are  a  few  things  very  closely  connected 
with  angling  which  we  must  confess  we  were 
disappointed  at  not  finding  exhibited,  one  very 
notable  feature  being  the  entire  absence  of  what 
may  be  termed  the  London  club  angler’s  impedi¬ 
menta;  indeed,  the  roach  fishermen  of  the  Lea 
and  Thames,  the  rank  and  file  of  the  great  army 
of  anglers,  are  almost  left  out  in  the  cold,  one 
firm  alone  showing  anything  like  a  selection  of 
those  rods  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  these 
fishermen. 

We  have  previously  remarked  upon  the  absence 
of  stuffed  fish,  and  one  other  thing  struck  us  as 
being  very  poorly  represented ;  we  refer  to  the 
almost  total  absence  of  creels  and  fishing  baskets 
generally ;  a  few  are  shown,  but  only  a  very  few, 
of  the  many  excellent  designs  made  in  this  im¬ 
portant  part  of  an  angler’s  equipment.  On  the 
whole,  however,  the  executive  have  got  together 
a  very  fine  exhibition,  and,  coming  as  it  does  in 
the  coarse  fish  close  season,  will  be  welcomed  by 
tome  anglers  as  a  pleasing  interlude  in  that 
otherwise  dreary  period. 

The  Trade  Exhibits  are  of  a  very  high  order, 
and,  with  the  one  exception  we  have  mentioned, 
are  all  that  can  be  desired. 

A  thoroughly  representative  exhibition  of 
fishing  tackle  without  the  presence  of  Messrs. 
HARDY  BEOS.,  of  ALNWICK,  would  be  an 
impossibility,  and  this  celebrated  firm  is  very 
much  to  the  fore  in  the  present  show.  Difficult 
as  it  is  to  introduce  any  improvement  in  the  high 
point  of  excellence  already  attained  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  salmon  and  trout  rods,  yet  Messrs. 
Hardy’s  stand  is  absolutely  bristling  with  nfew, 
and,  needless  to  say,  practical  ideas. 

Their  “Houghton”  dry  fly  rod,  for  instance, 
built  to  the  instructions  of  one  of  the  best  dry 
fly  fishers  of  the  day,  should  especially  be 
inspected ;  it  is  so  constructed  that  it  really 
possesses  dual  casting  powers — a  long  or  short 
cast  being  equally  easy  to  make  ;  it  has  a 
splendid  action,  and  cannot  fail  to  please  even 
the  most  exacting. 

The*’  Houghton  ”  reel  we  much  liked, it  carries 
a  good  length  of  line,  and  has  a  quick  winding 
drum;  the  feature  of  it,  however,  is  the  adjust¬ 
able  pressure  check :  by  an  ingenious  arrange¬ 
ment  the  “  pull  ”  or  check  is  regulated  to  the 
greatest  nicety.  Messrs.  Hardy  call  it  the  “  Per¬ 
fect  ”  reel,  and  it  deserves  the  name.  A  landing 
net,  which  will  open  automatically  the  instant  a 
fish  is  struck,  has  yet  to  be  invented,  but  Messrs. 
Hardy  have  come  very  near  it.  Their  latest 
idea  is  exceedingly  good. 

A  perfect  taper  line  for  dry  fly-fishing,  dressed 
after  the  recipe  given  by  Mr.  Halford  in  his 
celebrated  work,  deserves  all  that  is  claimed  for 
it.  Dry  fly-fishers  should  see  this  line. 

A  new  cast  case,  made  in  leather,  with  un¬ 
bleached  chamois  pockets,  is  just  the  thing  for 
keeping  gut  during  the  winter.  The  price  of 
this  useful  little  article  is  5s.  The  split  cane 
salmon  and  trout  rods  are.  as  usual,  perfect. 
We  have  said  this  so  often  that  it  is  really  un¬ 
necessary  to  further  praise  them. 

Messrs.  Hardy  have  recently  introduced  a 
bamboo  sea-fishing  rod,  with  very  strong  ferrules 
and  rings,  and  with  pulley  end  ;  in  two  joints 
they  are  produced  at  8s.  fid.  each.  The  great  care 
always  given  to  their  goods  is  not  relaxed  even 
in  these  cheap  rods,  and  they  are  wonderful  value. 

Salmon  anglers  should  not  fail  to  see  some  gut 
shown  by  this  firm — the  price  is  stiffish,  but  so  is 
the  gut. 

The  specially-dressed  “  hackle  ”  salmon  flies, 
we  are  assured  by  Messrs.  Hardy,  are  more  fatal 
than  the  ordinary  winged  flies.  We  shall  probably 
see  this  question  argued  shortly  ;  certainly  they 
have  a  very  taking  appearance. 

Altogether,  Messrs.  Hardy’s  show  is  quite 
equal  to  anything  they  have  done  before. 


Messrs.  J.  ENRIGHT  &  SON  have,  as  usual, 
a  splendid  selection  of  salmon  and  trout  rods, 
built  on  the  celebrated  Castle  Connell  prin¬ 
ciple,  and,  as  this  firm  have  no  agents,  anglers 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  these  beautiful  rods.  Castle  Connell  is  a 
long  way  off,  and  only  on  these  occasions  is  it 
possible  to  inspect  them.  Their  18ft.  ordinary 
three-joint  spliced  greenheart  salmon-rod  is  as 
perfect  as  it  is  possible  for  a  rod  to  be  ;  and  the 
same  distinctive  action  is  introduced  into  their 
Union  rod,  that  is,  one  brazed  ferrule- joint  and 
one  splice ;  while  those  who  prefer  all  brazed 
ferrules  can  see  this  class  of  rod  so  fitted.  All 
are  excellent,  but  we  certainly  prefer  the  real 
article — all  spliced. 

These  rods  are  also  made  with  one  splice  only. 
In  this  form  a  very  powerful  action  is  attained. 
Their  spliced  single-handed  trout-rods  are  little 
beauties,  and  are  made  in  every  degree  of  power 
and  stiffness  to  suit  all  requirements. 

A  special  feature  is  their  Mahseer  rods  and 
reels ;  the  latter  being  made  specially  to  with¬ 
stand  the  trying  climate  of  India.  In  addition  to 
these  rods,  for  which  they  have  established  such 
a  great  reputation,  they  have  a  good  show  of 
reels,  taper  salmon  and  trout  casts  and  traces, 
and  a  fine  selection  of  gut  in  hanks.  Their 
Shannon  flies  are  excellent,  and,  although  Messrs. 
Enright  have  come  a  long  way  to  show  their 
goods,  we  are  sure  they  will  make  many  new 
friends. 

The  stand  of  Messrs.  D.  SLATER  &  Co., 
Newark-on-Trent,  is  always  conspicuous,  and 
always  interesting,  something  new  is  certain  to 
be  there,  and  round  it  anglers  invariably  con¬ 
gregate. 

We  have  so  often  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
rods  made  by  this  firm,  that  our  opinion  of  them 
is  well  known,  and  once  more  we  can  safely  say, 
that  for  rods  within  the  reach  of  the  most  mode¬ 
rate  pocket.  Slater’s  rods  cannot  be  beaten. 
A  specialite  of  theirs,  and  one  we  most  con¬ 
fidently  recommend  to  the  notice  of  our  readers, 
is  their  Thames  trout  rod.  These  rods  are 
simply  perfection,  and  are  suitable  for  every  kind 
of  fishing,  bottom  or  spinning,  and  the  price  we 
believe  ranges  from  I2s.  to  25s. 

Their  eighteen-feet  greenheart  salmon  rods  are 
also  worthy  of  particular  attention ;  they  are 
beautifully  finished  in  every  way.  and  are  fitted 
with  Slater’s  universal  winch  fitting,  upright 
rings,  &c.,  and  the  price  appears  to  us  to  be 
almost  ridiculously  low,  when  the  quality  of  the 
article  is  taken  into  consideration. 

A  three-joint  greenheart  fly  rod,  with  two  tops, 
at  123.  fid.,  is  sure  to  find  a  ready  sale,  and  a 
much  higher  priced  article  could  scarcely  give  a 
prettier  action. 

An  eleven-feet  greenheart  salmon  and  pike 
spinning  rod  we  especially  noticed  ;  it  is  built 
with  double  cork  handles,  patent  winch  fittings, 
steel  rings,  two  tops,  and  at  30s.  is  perhaps  the 
best  value  in  the  whole  exhibit. 

Messrs.  Slater  &  Co.  have  long  been  celebrated 
for  their  Nottingham  and  other  reels,  and  they 
have  an  immense  variety  now  on  view — space 
forbids  us  to  notice  them  all — we  scarcely  know 
which  to  select  to  specially  refer  to.  A  winch 
they  have  christened  the  “  Perfection  ”  is  good  ; 
without  being  a  multiplier,  it  has  a  very  quick 
action,  and  is  exceedingly  light,  for  a  ladies’  trout 
rod  it  is  exactly  the  thing ;  the  price  is  lOs.  fid. 

Visitors  should  make  a  special  point  of  seeing 
this  splendid  show  of  reels — it  forms  a  very 
interesting  feature  in  the  exhibition. 

A  few  hanks  of  their  extra  strong  salmon  gut 
are  still  left,  but  only  very  few. 

We  congratulate  Messrs.  Slater  on  their  1893 
exhibit. 

Messrs.  OGDEN  AND  SCOTFORD,  Pittville, 
Gheltenbam,  have  a  very  good  exhibit  of  salmon 
and  trout  rods. 

A  rod  which  has  done  much  to  establish  their 
reputation  is  the  “  Multum  in  Parvo,”  two-joint 
trout  rod.  We  have  frequently  noticed  it,  and  it 
still  holds  its  own  against  all  competitors ;  it 
possesses  a  casting  power  certainly  surpassed  by 
none,  and  for  its  price — we  believe  it  is  a  guinea — 
we  think  it  cannot  be  beaten. 

We  were  shown  a  14-ft.  greenheart  grilse 
rod,  and  we  liked  it  very  much  ;  it  is  exactly 
the  thing  for  a  small  river  where  heavy  trout, 
or  occasional  salmon,  are  to  be  met  with. 

We  noticed  particularly  a  dry  fly  trout  rod, 


which  is  named  the  “  Little  Favourite,”  and  it 
undqubtedly  possesses  among  its  other  virtues, 
that  of  making  friends — we  fell  in  love  with  it 
immediately,  and  we  think  that  will  be  the  fate 
of  everyone  who  sees  it. 

Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford  are  practical 
anglers,  and  those  who  are  looking  for  a  salmon 
rod  and  perhaps  do  not  know  exactly  what  would 
suit  them,  would  do  well  to  take  their  advice  in 
the  selection  of  a  rod. 

In  addition  to  the  rods  we  have  particularly 
selected,  they  have,  as  we  have  said,  a  splendid 
show  of  salmon  rods  in  split  cane,  greenheart, 
blue  mahoe,  and  Devereux  maboe. 

Mrs.  OGDEN  SMITH,  of  Clapham  Junction, 
once  more  exhibits  a  very  fine  collection  of  trout 
flies. 

The  flies  dressed  by  members  of  this  family  are 
so  well  known  and  so  highly  appreciated  by  dry-fly 
fishermen  all  over  the  country,  that  we  need  only 
say  what  we  have  often  said  before,  they  are  a.s 
near  perfection  as  it  is  possible  to  get.  The 
present  exhibit  is  quite  up  to  the  usual  standard, 
and  includes  one  or  two  new  patterns ;  one,  aptly 
named  the  “  Demon,”  we  liked  the  look  of  very 
much  indeed,  and  shall  take  the  earliest  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  trying  it.  Its  reputation  as  a  killer  is 
very  great.  Mrs.  Smith  also  shows  some  excellent 
whole-cane  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  rods,  and 
some  tapered  gut  casts  of  her  own  tying  are  very 
fine. 

Messrs.  J.  BERNARD  AND  SON,  of  5, 
Church-place,  Piccadilly,  have,  perhaps,  the  best 
stand  in  the  whole  exhibition.  Almost  every 
article  an  angler  can  possibly  require  is  shown 
here — rods,  reels,  lines,  casts,  traces,  flies,  and 
artificial  baits  innumerable. 

The  angler  must  visit  this  stand  and  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  spend  a  considerable  time  there.  Far 
and  away  the  largest  collection  of  flies  is  shown 
by  this  firm,  and  the  number  of  different  pattern s 
and  colours,  both  in  trout  and  salmon-flies,  is  so 
great,  that  we  shall  not  attempt  even  to  sample 
them  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  they  are  in  all  cases 
beautifully  dressed  and  tied.  We  were  shown 
a  specially-prepared  silk  line, described  as  “cable” 
plaited ;  in  appearance  it  looks,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  it  is,  perfection,  but  in  a  line  of  this  kind 
it  is  impossible  to  pass  an  opinion  without  actual 
test ;  we  hope  some  day  to  do  this,  and  shall 
refer  to  it  again.  It  is  the  result  of  several 
years  of  thought  and  experiment,  and  is,  no 
doubt,  a  very  fine  line. 

Messrs.  Bernard  and  Son  are  showing  some 
very  large  spoon  baits ;  anglers  intending  to 
visit;  Ireland  after  Giant  Pike  should  not  fail  to 
provide  themselves  with  some  of  these  most 
deadly  of  all  baits  in  the  Irish  Lakes. 

Messrs.  Bernard’s  stand  will  certainly  com¬ 
mand  a  large  share  of  attention  during  the 
coming  holidays. 

Mr.  GODFREY  C.  COOPER,  131,  High 
Holborn.  E.C.,  introduces  a  new  winch  which 
looks  a  very  good  thing — in  the  smaller  sizes  it 
is  undoubtedly  a  really  grand  article,  and  if  it 
will  stand  the  hard  wear  which  a  salmon  reel 
sometimes  has  to,  then,  in  the  larger  sizes,  the 
advantage  is  still  more  marked.  Its  great  feature 
is  its  lightness,  and  in  producing  this  lightness, 
the  greater  advantage  of  a  thoroughly  ventilated 
reel  is  created.  It  has  a  business-like  look  about 
it  which  we  very  much  liked,  and  Mr.  Cooper 
should  have  a  large  sale  for  it. 

The  special  split  cane  rods  of  his  own  manu¬ 
facture  are  splendidly  finished,  and  are  a 
thoroughly  honest  and  reliable  article.  We  re¬ 
commend  anglers  to  see  them. 

At  this  stand  alone  in  the  exhibition,  is  there 
any  attempt  made  to  show  an  assortment  of  roach 
rods,  and  some  very  fine  ones  indeed  are  to  be 
seen. 

We  would  like  to  refer  to  many  other  things 
we  noticed,  but  space  forbids.  Mr.  Cooper’s 
recently  issued  catalogue  should  be  possessed  by 
every  angler. 

Mr.  JOHN  R.  RICHARDSON,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  has  a  splendid  show  of  whole-cane  rods. 
It  is  by  far  the  largest  collection  of  this  class  of 
rod  in  the  exhibition. 

One  particularly  took  our  fancy  very  much 
indeed.  It  was  a  ten-feet,  whole-cane  barbel-rod  ; 
its  action  and  play  was  simply  perfect. 

Mr.  Richardson  has,  for  years,  given  great 
attention  to  the  manufacture  of  these  whole-cane 
rods,  and  makes  them  in  all  sizes  and  of  every 
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description.  We  were  recently  using  one  of  his 
fourteen-feet  grilse  rods  in  this  material,  and 
were  very  pleased  with  it  indeed. 

The  flies,  especially  the  trout  flies,  tied  by  Mrs. 
Richardson,  are,  we  think,  known  to  most  trout 
fishers.  A  splendid  assortment  is  on  view  at 
this  stand,  and  perhaps  we  cannot  do  better  than 
repeat  what  we  said  in  these  columns  exactly  a 
year  ago :  “  After  careful  examination  we  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  we  had  never  seen  better 
work,  whether  amateur  or  professional.”  We 
should  like  to  have  referred  to  the  waterproof 
specialites  exhibited  by  Mr.  Richardson,  but 
we  must  postpone  doing  so  to  a  future  occa¬ 
sion. 

Messrs.  HEARDER  &  SON,  Plymouth, 
have  a  good  show  of  sea-fishing  tackle,  and  it 
will  no  doubt  prove  interesting  to  the  members  of 
the  newly-formed  society  devoted  to  sea  fishing. 
Mr.  Ilearder  was  unfortunately  away  when  we 
visited  his  stand,  and  we  could  get  no  particulars 
of  the  very  many  articles  exhibited  there. 


NEW  FIiSHING  TACKLE,  CATA¬ 
LOGUES,  &c. 


“FISHING  AND  FISHING  TACKLE.” 

Tins  is  the  title  which  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins, 
fishing  tackle  manufacturer.  Bishop  Auckland, 
gives  to  his  new  edition,  the  tenth,  of  his  excel¬ 
lent  fishing  tackle  catalogue.  We  have  so  often 
recommended  the  goods  supplied  by  Mr.  Cum¬ 
mins  that  it  will  be  hardly  necessary  to  say  more 
than  that  every  salmon,  trout,  and  general 
angler  will  find  in  this  new  edition  of  his  list 
something  to  interest  him.  One  of  the  most 
astonishing  things  is  an  advertisement  on  a 
separate  slip  of  American  split  cane  rods  at 
lOs.  6d.  and  12s.  6d.  each.  With  reference  to 
these  rods  Mr.  Cummins  says  :  “  I  have  imported 
some  of  these  split  cane  rods  of  good  quality, 
the  price  being  within  the  reach  of  all.  They 
are  9|  feet  in  length,  made  in  three  joints,  with 
well-finished  celluloid  grooved  handles,  nickle 
ferrules  and  reel  fittings,  and  packed  in  canvas 
bag.  Price  complete,  one  top,  in  bag,  10s.  6d. ; 
two  tops,  12s.  6d.  For  delicate  casting  and  fine 
fishing  in  small  streams  these  little  champion 
rods  are  unequalled.” 

In  addition  to  the  illustrated  particulars  of 
rods  and  tackle,  Mr.  Cummins  gives  much  useful 
information  about  fishing  generally  in  this 
country,  Norway,  &c.  He  is  himself  an  expe¬ 
rienced  practical  angler  both  for  salmon  and 
trout ;  he  sent  us  recently  some  excellent  slack 
twisted  salmon  gut  casts,  which  he  considers, 
and  we  think  rightly,  better  both  for  casting  and 
lasting  than  those  twisted  very  tightly. 

Salmon  anglers  will  find,  on  page  (J2  in  this 
list,  an  illustrated  description  of  the  “  Greg  ” 
double  taper  salmon  line,  for  which  many  advan¬ 
tages  are  claimed.  _ 


From  Messrs.  Hill  and  Son,  4,  Haymarket, 
London,  we  have  received  the  following 
note ; — 

“  Dear  Sir, — We  are  sending  you  what  we  think, 
under  certain  contingencies,  a  useful  clearing 
hook  for  weeds — those  weeds  which  make  the 
angler  sad,  and  at  times  nearly  drive  him  to 
despair.  It  can  be  attached,  as  you  will  see,  by 
means  of  a  piece  of  whipcord  to  the  handle  of  a 
landing-net,  to  one  or  more  joints  of  the  rod — 
according  to  the  distance  of  the  obstruction — or, 
in  fact,  to  a  pole  of  any  sort.  We  also  make 
them  with  a  socket — this  latter  allowing  them 
to  be  fixed  permanently  on  to  a  long  or  short 
pole.  What  do  you  think  of  the  idea  ? — Vours 
faithfully.  Hill  and  Son.” 

[We  think  it  is  the  best  portable  weed  cutter 
we  have  seen — by  portable  we  mean  light  enough 
to  carry  in  one’s  creel  or  bag  (when  the  blade 
should  be  protected  by  a  sheath  of  some  kind) — 
not  only  for  cutting  water  weeds  but  also  for 
clearing  away  thistles  along  the  edge  of  a 
favourite  cast,  where  the  line  must  fall  partly  on 
the  grass.  It  looks  as  if  it  would  be  useful  for 
lopping  branches.] 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 
Mnd  2^  6U.  in  stampa  for  a  copy  post  free  every  weelc  for 
3  months  of  "  Tag  Pcblishf.r.s’  Ciroular  and  Booksellers’ 
Kecord,  '  St.  Dunatan’a  House,  Fefior-Iane,  Fleet-atreet, 
London. 


I  AM  not  exactly  an  ancient  mariner,  but  it 
must  be  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
since  I  caught  my  first  pike  in  the  mill-pond  at 
Godstone.  He  was  a  very  little  pike,  not  up  to 
Thames  standard  by  any  means,  but  I  placed  him 
in  my  basket  with  five  roach  and  two  perch,  and 
walked  home  three  miles,  quite  the  proudest  lad 
in  the  county.  My  pride  had  a  severe  fall. 
Breakfast  had  been  at  eight,  supper  came  thirteen 
hours  later,  and  there  was  no  meal  or  drink  in 
between.  The  road  was  dusty,  and  how  delicious 
was  that  bumper  of  claret  which  I  drained  off 
before  eating  anything.  A  full  tumbler,  and  I  a 
lad,  full  as  to  creel,  but  empty  as  to  stomach,  and 
very  tired.  Some  friends  had  dined  at  our 
house,  and  after  a  hasty  meal  I  went  into  the 
drawing-room,  but  found  much  difficulty  in  say¬ 
ing  anything  very  plainly,  or  in  walking  very 
straight.  Somehow  I  got  out  of  the  room,  and 
remember  being  in  our  hall  at  the  foot  of  the 
staircase.  After  that  all  is  a  blank  until  I  woke 
up  the  next  morning  feeling  rather  heavy  about 
the  head,  and  not  a  little  confused.  That’s  the 
history  of  my  first  pike,  and  it  all  came  back  to 
me  to-day  while  reading  about  two  anglers  who — 
but  it’s  a  delightful  story,  and  shall  have  a 
paragraph  to  itself.  _ 

Rose,  my  miller,  died  long  ago,  and  in  his  place 
reigns  one  Hall.  There  is  a  solitary  punt  on  the 
water,  and  into  this,  so  the  story  goes,  two  strange 
anglers  walked,  unmoored,  and  rowed  out  some 
distance  from  the  shore.  The  miller,  catching 
sight  of  the  anglers,  said,  “  Hulloo,  you  there,  do 
you  know  you’re  &c,  &c.,  &c.  ?  ”  or  words  to  that 
effect.  But  the  anglers  answered  nothing,  but  fished 
patiently  on.  To  be  on  the  bank  when  the  enemy 
is  on  the  water,  there  being  only  one  boat,  is  to 
be  in  a  state  of  impotence,  or  almost  so.  But  that 
“  vile  saltpetre  ”  did  it.  Mr.  Hall  had  a  gun,  and 
finding  all  words  useless,  began  peppering  shot 
round  the  punt.  Speaking  as  a  lawyer,  I  should 
say  this  approached  an  assault,  but  I  might  have 
done  the  same  thing  myself.  However,  assault  or 
not,  the  two  jolly  anglers  were  defeated,  and  came 
ashore  without  catching  one  single  fish.  Poor 
anglers !  They  deserved  something  better  for 
their  generalship  in  stealing  the  only  boat.  What 
happened  after  they  came  ashore  I  do  not  know. 
Let  it  be  hoped  th.at  Mr.  Hall  is  as  good  a  fellow 
as  his  predecessor,  who  enabled  me  to  catch  my 
first  pike,  and  took  the  anglers  into  his  mill-house 
and  gave  them  a  tankard  of  his  homebrew. 
Perhaps,  after  all,  there  is  no  truth  in  the  story. 
I  read  it  in  the  newspaper,  you  know,  and  those 
chaps  who  write  in  the  papers  are  always  telling 
some — that  is  to  say,  we  cannot  believe  every¬ 
thing  we  read. 


Our  old  friend.  Dr.  Hamilton,  author  of  some 
charming  works  on  angling  and  riverside  natural 
history,  has  been  recently  editing  the  records  of 
“  Sport  in  Southern  India,”  left  by  his  brother, 
the  late  General  Douglas  Hamilton,  who  was  a 
mighty  hunter.  The  result,  to  my  mind,  is  an 
ideal  book  of  sporting  adventures.  Encounters 
with  tigers,  bears,  bisons,  wild  boars,  wolves,  and 
other  ferocious  animals,  are  all  told  of  in  that 
modest  fashion  which  distinguishes  the  true 
sportsman  from  the  braggart.  When  there  was 
danger.  General  Flamilton  knew  it,  and  was  not 
afraid  to  confess  that  he  dreaded  that  danger, 
but  a  pluckier  man  never  hunted  the  plains  of 
India.  Being,  like  his  brother,  Dr.  Hamilton,  an 
excellent  artist,  the  book  is  adorned  with  some 
lifelike  engravings  of  Indian  scenery  and  wdd 
animals.  Incidentally  fishing  is  touched  on. 
There  is  an  account  of  spearing  fish  amongst  the 
lovely  islands  of  Singapore,  the  fish  usually 
sought  after  being  the  seer,  which  takes  the 
place  of  the  salmon,  but  has  white  flesh.  The 
natives,  to  enable  them  to  see  more  distinctly 
under  the  water,  wear  large  shades  over  their 
eyes.  The  spear  used  is  a  three  pronged  bamboo. 
One  interesting,  though  lamentable,  incident 
recorded  in  the  book  is  the  boiling  of  fish  in  a 
river  owing  to  a  volcanic  eruption  thirty  miles 
distant.  So  hot  was  the  river  on  the  night  of  the 
eruption  that  the  hand  could  not  be  held  in 
it,  and  an  immense  mass  of  boiling  mud  and 


water  was  carried  down,  intermixed  with 
thousands  of  dead  and  dying  fish,  parboiled 
bodies  of  tigers,  deer,  monkeys,  and  wild  pigs. 
The  torrent  of  hot  water  had  flowed  over  eight 
miles  of  jungle  before  it  reached  the  river. 


From  Surrey  to  India,  from  India  to  the 
Thames  valley.  Anglers  will  be  gratified  to  hear 
that  they  are  being  aided  in  the  struggle  to 
defeat  the  attempt  made  by  the  I’pper  Thames 
Conservators  to  perpetrate  a  foolish  and  unjust 
act.  The  corporations  of  the  river  side  towns 
are  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  the  welfare  of 
the  fisheries  influence  the  welfare  of  their  own 
towns.  Already  at  a  council  meeting  at  Henley- 
on-Thames,  the  matter  has  been  discussed,  and  a 
strong  resolution  unanimously  passed  declaring 
that  there  should  be  no  netting  or  night-lining 
in  the  Thames,  copies  of  the  resolution  being 
sent  to  the  conservators,  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  some  other  public  bodies.  Other  towns  will 
certainly  follow  the  example  of  Henley,  and  the 
Berkshire  County  Council  all  but  passed  a 
similar  resolution — twelve  voted  for  and  fourteen 
against.  Had  certain  riparian  owners  abstained 
from  voting,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  the  reso¬ 
lution  would  have  been  carried.  I  bear  that  the 
matter  will  be  brought  before  the  council  again. 
A  circular  fully  explaining  the  bearings  of  this 
important  matter  will  shortly  be  published  bj’ 
the  Reading  Angling  Associations,  and  1  have 
no  doubt  that  the  hon.  sec.  will  send  a  copy  to 
any  person  interested. 


A  WRITER  in  the  Daily  Aetes  says  on  this 
question,  “  The  difficulties  of  angling  in  the 
Thames  are  serious  enough  at  their  best,  but  if 
Squire  Graball  is  allowed  to  send  his  gardener 
down  to  the  water-side  every  night  to  lay  night- 
lines  right  and  left,  and  to  rake  out  fish,  great 
and  small,  with  his  nets,  a  departure  will  bo 
made  of  a  disgracefully  retrograde  character.  I 
commend  this  matter  to  all  members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  The  Thames  Conservators  have  been 
invested  with  enormously  wide  powers  to  pre¬ 
serve  and  protect  the  Thames  fisheries  in  the 
interests  of  all  concerned,  and  if  this  is  a 
specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  they  propose 
to  carry  out  their  trust  the  sooner  such  a  system 
is  put  an  end  to  the  better.”  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  writer  in  the  Daily  JSfftvs.  By  the  way, 
I  strongly  advise  angling  clubs,  Ac.,  to  forward 
copies  of  any  resolutions  they  pass  respecting 
these  bye-laws  to  the  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  -  Whitehall  Gardens,  as  well  as  to  the 
conservators.  Templar. 


A  THIRTY-SEVEN  POUND  IRISH 
PIKE. 

Dear  Marston, — I  received  your  telegram,  and 
went  this  afternoon  to  the  Westminster  Aquarium 
to  see  the  large  Irish  pike.  On  measuring  the 
fish  very  accurately  I  found  its  extreme  length, 
from  end  of  nose  to  fork  of  tail,  was  forty-six 
inches,  and  from  the  point  of  under  jaw  to  fork 
exactly  forty-seven  inches ;  length  of  head,  i.e., 
nose  to  edge  of  gill-cover,  thirteen  inches ;  and 
girth,  twenty-four  inches.  It  is  a  handsome, 
broad-backed,  fish,  but,  being  captured  so  late  in 
the  season,  seems  to  have  a  lot  of  spawn  in  it. 

In  general  appearance  and  contour  it  is  very 
like  the  351b.  Rapley  Lake  pike,  the  cast  of  which 
by  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  painted  by  H.  L. 
Rolfe,  1  arranged  in  a  glass  cabinet  on  a  bank  of 
moss,  for  the  Piscatorial  Society,  in  whose 
museum  it  is  to  be  seen. 

My  371b.  and  361b.  pike  exceeded  this  Irish 
fish  in  girth,  both  being  twenty-six  inches,  and 
measuring  forty- seven  and  forty-six  inches  res¬ 
pectively  in  length,  from  point  of  jaw  to  fork. 

But  the  371b.  specimen  I  caught  lu  late  autumn, 
viz.,  November  4,  had  it  been  at  the  end  of  March 
it  would  have  weighed  over  401b.  .Some  while 
aero  I  saw  a  281b.  March  fish  opened,  and  its  roe 
weighed  4|lb. 

Tnis  Irish  pike  is  a  grand  fish.  Did  you  see 
it  weighed  ?  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  very  near — 
possibly  quite — its  accredited  371b. 

The  placard  stated  it  was  caught  by  “  rod  and 
bait  ”  by  William  Duffy,  fisherman,  Athlone. — 
I  am,  yours,  &c.,  Alfred  Jardine. 

March  23,  1893. 

[It  was  weighed  very  carefully  at  our  office, 
and  was. a  good  371b. — En.], 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


Thames  trout  fishing  opens  on  April  1. 


Photooeaphkrs  wero  busy  up  the  Lea  on  the  19th. 
>nap-shots  were  taken  of  the  start  at  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society’s  Competition.  If  the  artists  aimed 
veil  the  photos  should  be  rather  amusing. 


At  the  last  “meeHng”  of  the  S.P.E.P  A.C.  I  over- 
leard  the  remark  “  When  shall  we  two  meet  again  ?  ”  It 
a  to  bo  hoped  on  April  7,  with  seventy  other  members 
)f  the  society  to  make  up  for  last  Friday.  Note  the 
late  in  your  diaries. 

The  Junior  Fly-fishers  are  to  have  a  trout  outing 
shortly.  A  brace'  of  fish  should  be  a  good  win  for  the 
Dpening  excursion.  _ 

Me.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  the  genial  angler-host  of  the 
Citizen,  has  been  far  from  well  lately  ;  in  fact,  he  has 
tad  to  drop  business  altogether.  I  am  glad,  from 
inquiries  I  made  on  Wednesday,  to  hear  that  he  is  now 
much  bettor.  _ 


Jack-fishino  has  been  remarkably  good  lately  down 
South.  Some  friends  of  mine  have  done  well.  A  local 
clergyman  has  done  better.  In  fact,  he  thinks  nothing  of 
211b.  pike.  Last  week,  after  catching  a  fish  of  that 
weight  in  the  Avon,  he  out  it  up  and  divided  it  among 
the  mill-hands  !  Just  to  think  of  it ;  my  friend  has  been 
after  such  a  fish  for  years  for  a  case,  and  probably  would 
have  given  twenty-four  guineas  to  have  had  the  parson’s 
luck.  He  might  have  had  it,  too,  for  the  very  next  day 
he  was  to  have  fished  the  identical  mill-pool  himself 
where  the  pike  was  caught.  My  friend  is  a  staunch 
supporter  of  the  Church  of  England,  but  after  this  I  am 
afraid  there  will  be  another  case  of  “going  over ’’ to 
announce.  ___ 


I  SAW  a  201b.  pike  in  a  London  club  the  other  evening 
with  an  ugly  gash  in  his  tail.  Another  “  monster  ’’  had 
been  seen  to  inflict  the  wound.  Just  now  two  fighting 
pike  would  take  well  at  “  The  Fisheries.” 

On  Sunday  a  nice  trout  was  seen  at  Dobbs’s  Weir  on 
the  Lea.  With  a  bleak  or  a  minnow  and  a  good  stock 
of  patience  an  angler  might,  after  May  1,  transfer  him 
to  his  club-room.  _ 


The  Epsom  Anglers  held  their  second  annual  dinner 
at  the  Wellington  Hotel  on  Friday  night.  It  was  a  very 
enjoyable  affair,  though  those  present  much  reeretted 
the  enforoed  absence  of  Mr.  Bucknill,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  the 
president  of  the  club. 

In  reference  to  my  note  last  week  on  the  Thames 
bye-laws,  Mr.  Brougham  writes  to  point  out  that  the 
T.A.P.S.  has  expended  ^£20,000,  since  it  was  established, 
in  re-stocking  and  preserving  tUe  Thames. 


Mr.  Brougham’s  figures  are  only  too  true,  and  coming  as 
they  do  from  the  lips  of  the  secretary  of  the  T.A.P.S.  him¬ 
self  perhaps  they  will  not  pass  unnoticed  at  Towerhill. 

A  FRIEND  of  mine  has  just  had  his  piscatorial  nerves 
very  much  shocked.  Recently  he  obtained  permission 
to  angle  in  a  certain  titled  lady’s  lake  in  Kent,  and  went 
there  full  of  “  great  expectations,”  as  regards  the  big 
catch  of  jack  he  was  to  have.  The  order  had  not  been 
obtained  without  much  trouble,  and  the  water  was  said 
to  be  alive  with  the  “  jacks.”  The  day  was  an  ideal  one 
for  angling,  but  never  a  jack  came  near.  There  was 
not  even  the  sign  of  a  rising  fish  of  any  sort,  and  upon 
the  angler  going  to  look  at  his  baits,  they  had  all  turned 
up  !  The  water  from  a  paper  mill  ran  into  the  lake,  and 
in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant  no  fish  had  ever 
been  seen  there  !  My  friend’s  feelings  can  better  be 
imagined  than  described — his  language  was  awful.  He 
came  back  to  his  club  to  gaze  on  some  pretty  lots  of  fish 
caught  by  other  members  and  to  receive  their  com¬ 
miseration.  My  friend  says  he  shall  be  very  suspicious 
of  “  private  waters  ”  in  the  future. 


The  Great  Ouse  and  Ivel  are  now  closed. 


The  London  Anglers  have  had  Hilgay  Fen  added  to 
the  list  of  stations  which  will  be  available  by  club 
privilege  ticket  next  June.  Hurrah  !  We  shall  soon 
have  the  G.E.R.  running  a  special  anglers’  train  to  "iar- 
month  and  the  Broads  every  other  week.  It  would  pay 
them  well  to  do  it.  _ 


Two  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-SEVEN  pounds  of  jack  and 
roach  were  weighed-in  by  seven  members  of  the  United 
Anglers,  at  the  Citizen,  Houndsditch,  at  a  meeting 
recently  held.  Among  the  pike  was  a  20-pounder, 
caught  by  Mr.  Dennis,  and  another  member  had  between 
301b.  and  401b.  of  roach.  I  am  told  the  fish  came  from 
within  100  miles  of  Southampton  Water. 

The  London  anglers  wero  much  in  evidence  up  the 
Lea  on  the  19th  inst.,  when  they  fished  a  competition  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  and 
the  Convalescent  Home.  Eye  House  was  the  scene  of 
the  match,  and  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  nearly 
500  anglers  left  Liverpool-street  by  special  train  for 
that  well-known  angling  resort.  The  weather  was  beau¬ 
tifully  fine,  although  overnight  a  sharp  frost  had  left 
overwhelming  evidence  of  its  presence  on  the  ditches 
and  dykes  as  the  special  ran  through  the  various 
suburban  and  country  districts.  They  were  covered 


with  ice.  Despite  the  lovely  spring  morning  and  warm 
sun  it  was  very  evident  the  frost  had  come  at  a  most 
unwelcome  time.  “  It’s  all  up  with  the  roach.”  “  You 
can  bet  it  will  knock  ’em  clean  off.”  “  I  thought  we 
should  hijve  had  a  chance  to-day;  the  water  in  such 
good  condition,  too,”  &c.,  were  some  of  the  exclamations 
I  overheard.  The  anglers,  as  it  subsequently  proved, 
were  correct  in  their  surmises.  The  special  arrived  in 
good  time  at  Rye  House,  and  the  operation  of  stamping 
the  tickets  was  at  once  proceeded  with  under  the  super¬ 
intendence  of  Messrs.  Ghurney  and  Medcalf. 


Meanwhile  there  were  anxious  looks  on  many  of  the 
anglers’  faces.  In  either  direction  they  could  espy 
favourite  swims  in  the  distance,  and  when  about  a 
quarter  past  ten  it  was  announced  that  over  400  com¬ 
petitors  had  entered,  those  favourite  swims  seemed 
farther  off  than  ever.  The  bridge  was  crowded,  and  a 
sea  of  excited  faces  was  turned  towards  “  Ye  Old  Eye 
House,”  where  the  signal-gun  was  to  be  fired  to  give 
them  the  word”  go.”  Rods  were  grasped  tightly, top-boots 
pulled  up,  the  “  packs  ”  were  again  and  again  adjusted, 
and  it  seemed  as  if  those  present  were  preparing  for  a 
big  running  match  instead  of  a  fishing  competition. 
Bang!  bang!  They  were  off.  “Splendid  shot,”  ex¬ 
claimed  the  photographers.  In  an  incredibly  short  space 
of  time  the  400  competitors  had  disappeared,  leaving 
behind  them  a  cloud  of  dust  as  big  as  that  caused  by  the 
Flying  Dutchman.  The  scene  was  amusing.  Anglers 
collided  with  anglers,  boxes  with  boxes,  and  one  or  two 
men  came  to  grief,  and ,  literally  speaking  this  time,  bit  the 
dust.  Some  ran  towards  St.  Margaret’s,  others  towards 
Broxbourne,  and  the  scene  along  the  river  banks  was  a 
most  animated  one.  Quite  a  mile  was  covered  by  some 
of  the  competitors  before  a  halt  was  made.  In  several 
instances  the  aspirants  for  favourite  swims  upon 
arrival  at  them  had  their  feelingjs  rudely  shocked.  After 
running  like  deer,  and  being  weighed  down  by  a  cargo 
of  ground-bait,  &c.,  it  was  certainly  unfortunate  to  see 
there  a  brown  piece  of  cardboard  peering  out  of  the 
grass,  bearing  these  words,  “  This  swim  barred.” 
Earlier  in  the  morning  the  stewards  had  walked  over 
the  fishing  boundary,  and  wherever  an  angler  was 
descried  his  presence  there  was  noted  by  one  of  the 
brown  placards.  This  course  was  taken  in  order  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  any  angler  getting  his  swim 
baited  up.  But  the  fish  in  bad  swims  or  good  swims 
were  equally  oblivious  to  the  anglers’  lures.  When  a 
roach  happened  to  get  caught  its  weight  and  the  bait  it 
took  were  quickly  known  by  everyone  of  the  413  competi¬ 
tors.  The  most  intense  interest  was  apparent  in  the 
match.  An  angler  could  not  get  a  nibble  without 
its  being  known  for  a  mile  round.  About  one  o’clock 
news  spread  that  one  of  the  competitors  had  caught  a 
31b.  chub.  Almost  the  next  instant  numerous  anglers 
might  have  been  seen  baiting  themselves.  This  was 
only  natural,  seeing  the  fish  would  not  feed.  Besides, 
when  one  hadn’t  had  the  slightest  sign  of  a  bite,  it  was 
not  encouraging  to  hear  of  31b.  fish  being  taken.  After 
lunch  the  thirsty  ones  were  regaled  with  tea,  “  all  hot  ” 
it  was  said  to  be,  which  was  carried  up  and  down  the 
bank  till  it  was  stone  cold,  by  the  village  maidens,  who 
then  parted  with  it  for  2d.  per  pint.  Later  on  it  was 
said  that  the  man  who  had  caught  the  31b.  chub  was  not 
in  the  competition.  Out  came  the  gentles  again,  and  in 
went  the  ground  bait,  but  the  fish  still  kept  “  fine  and 
far  off.”  They  were  so  content  with  their  lot  “  deep 
and  low  down”  that  they  even  ignored  rising  to  see 
how  things  were  going  on,  as  three  of  the  Junior  Fly 
Fishers  can  testify.  'The  “  cool  of  the  evening  ”  arrived, 
and  the  fish  came  not ;  and  when  the  weigh-in  took 
place  the  fish  were  neither  fine  nor  large,  though 
Mr.  H.  Haines  (of  the  Good  Intent  Club)  had  one  decent 
chub.  'This  gentleman  scaled  a  brace  of  chub,  going 
41b.  topped  the  others  by  pounds.  He  took 

first  prize,  and  the  sixteen  other  anglers  came  in  in  the 
following  order ;  Messrs.  G.  Etherington,  Peckham 
Brothers  ;  J.  Stidpholf,  ditto  ;  W.  Gibbs,  Angler’s  Pride  ; 
W.  Taverner,  Eustonians  ;  C.  E.  James,  Good  Intent ; 
G.  Pulham,  ditto  ;  E.  Boorman,  South  London;  Roland, 
Waltonians ;  Bass,  Brothers  Well  Met;  J.  Randall, 
Anglers’  Pride ;  G.  Willshire,  Stepney ;  J.  Pleydell, 
Hearts  of  Oak  ;  J.  Savage,  Angler’s  Pride  ;  W.  Richard¬ 
son,  Dalston  ;  J.  Griffiths,  Havelock  ;  W.  Knight,  Bux¬ 
ton  Brothers.  These  were  all  that  weighed  in  out  of 
the  413.  The  scaleman  only  bad  a  few  minutes’  work. 


There  were  twenty  stewards  at  the  competition. 
They  were  distinguished  by  white  favours  in  their  coats. 
The  “  special  ”  returned  at  7  p.m. 

On  account  of  so  many  prizes  not  being  taken,  the 
competition  will  be  resumed  to-morrow  for  the  remaining 
ones,  under  the  same  conditions  and  on  the  same  water. 

Amongst  some  well-known  anglers  present  at  Eye 
House,  on  the  19th,  were  Messrs.  Crumplen  (“Old 
Izaak  ”)  C.  H.  Harding,  R.  Murphy,  W.  J.  Wade,  0. 
Medcalf,  C.  W’atling,  Goodwin,  G.  H.  Howard,  W.  H. 
Beckett  (vice-president  of  the  Anglers’  Association),  &c. 
Great  praise  is  due  to  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Malby 
(secretary),  for  the  way  in  which  the  competition  was 
carried  out.  _ 

A  NUMBER  of  perch  were  caught  by  the  competitors, 
and  it  is  a  good  thing  the  close  season  was  in  operation. 
A  three-quarter  of  a  pound  fish  I  saw  was  bursting  with 
spawn.  ___ 

The  few  prizes  standing  over  at  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorial  Club  are  to  be  competed  for  at  a  salt  water 
angling  match,  the  date  of  which  will  be  duly  announced. 

Goosecjuill. 


THE  NORTHUMBERLAND  ANGLING  CLUB. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  club  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  at  the  Continental  Restaurant,  Grainger-street, 
Newcastle.  About  thirty  members  and  friends  sat 
down  to  a  very  recherche  repast,  the  chair  being  filled 
by  the  respected  president  (Mr.  N.  S.  Vaughan),  and 
the  vice-chair  by  the  vice-president  (Mr.  W.  S.  Menzies). 
Mr.  J.  Cartmell-Ridley,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the 
evening,  “The  Northumberland  Angling  Club,”  re¬ 
ferred  in  very  complimentary  terras  to  the  great  success 
that  had  attended  this  old  established  association,  and 
to  the  great  future  that  lay  before  so  important  a  society. 
It  was  a  fact  that,  in  the  angling  world,  there  had  been 
a  great  demand  in  recent  years  for  enlightenment  as  to 
the  habit  of  fishes  inhabiting  our  island  streams,  and  a 
feeling  that  great  attention  would  have  to  be  paid  to  the 
study  of  pisciculture.  In  the  necessity  that  had  arisen 
he  felt  sure  the  Northumberland  Club  would  worthily 
play  its  part. 

The  Chairman,  in  replying,  gave  sundry  interesting 
information  as  to  the  rise,  development,  and  present 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  club.  Although  limited  to 
twenty  members,  they  rented  important  tracts  of  water 
on  both  the  North  Tyne  and  the  Coquet.  The  members 
included  several  gentlemen  who  were  well  known  far  and 
wide  for  their  skill  and  dexterity,  alike  in  wielding  the 
salmon  and  the  trout  rods.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
Northumberland  Angling  Club  would  achieve  even  a 
greater  success  in  the  future. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  S.  Rea)  made  a  very 
sympathetic  allusion  to  the  departure  of  one  of  the 
oldest  members  (Mr.  J.  Harbottle)  !for  the  Cape.  Mr. 
Harbottle,  who  is  well-known  in  the  angling  world  under 
his  poetic  non  de  jilame  of  “  Streams  of  the  North,”  has 
been  obliged,  owing  to  delicate  health,  to  make  a  some¬ 
what  lengthy  visit  to  the  African  Sanitorium  ;  and  Mr. 
Rea  spoke  the  feelings  of  all  present  when  he  wished  him 
a  safe  return  home.  The  club  has  for  many  years  been 
privileged  to  have  an  original  club  song  from  the  facile 
pen  of  Mr.  Harbottle,  and  this  year  the  members  were 
not  disappointed.  The  song  being  entitled  “The  good 
old-fashioned  Anglers,”  and  admirably  rendered  by  Mr. 
Rea,  to  the  air  of  the  “Fine  old  English  Gentleman,” 
was  enthusiastically  received. 

Other  toasts  were  given  as  follows : — “  Kindred 
Societies,”  by  the  chairman;  replied  to  by  Dr.  H.  E. 
Armstrong ;  The  Cup  Winner,”  by  the  vice-chairman, 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Reynolds;  “The 
Visitors,”  proposed  by  the  chair,  and  replied  to  by  Mr. 
C.  L.  Rosenvenge.  Major  Potter  and  Mr.  Allen  Edwards 
also  replied  to  toasts. 

Some  capital  songs  and  recitations  were  given  by 
Messrs.  T.  Charlton,  E.  Duncan.  J.  S.  Rea,  T.  W.  Wraith, 
Dr.  Aitchison,  E.  S.  Dunford,  Pinkney,  J.  M.  Cray,  and 
James  Arnott. 

The  “menu”  card  was  an  artistic  production  of  the 
gifted  president. _ 

Easter  Holiday  Arrangements. — The  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap  excursion 
bookingsfor  six  days,on  Thursday, March  30,from  London, 
via  the  cathedral  cities  of  Ely  and  Lincoln  to  Doncaster, 
York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  &o.,  also  to  the  principle  towns 
served  by  their  trains  in  Cambridge,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk. 
A  special  booking  office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool- 
street  Station,  from  March  27  to  March  30,  for  the  issue 
of  ordinary  tickets,  and  of  fortnightly,  and  Thursday, 
Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Tuesday  cheap  tickets  to  the 
seaside  for  use  on  forward  dates.  Tickets  may  also  be 
obtained  at  the  company’s  West-end  offices,  61,  Regent- 
street,  and  215,  Edgware-road,  and  at  their  other  City 
and  West-end  booking  offices.  In  addition  to  relieying 
trains,  special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liyer pool-street  at 
1.20  and  8.3  p.m.  on  Thursday,  and  at  9  a.m.  on  Good 
Friday,  for  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  &c.,  also  on 
Good  Friday,  at  5.10  a.m.  for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  &c. 
For  the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at  business 
until  late  in  the  eyening  of  Saturday,  special  midnight 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  1 1 .55  p .  m .  for  N  or  wich , 
Ilia  Cambridge,  and  at  12.25  a.m.  one  for  Norwich,  Var- 
mouth,  and  Lowestoft,  rid,  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations.  On  Easter  Monday  special  excur¬ 
sion  trains  will  be  run  from  St.  Pancras  to  Cambridge, 
Ely,  and  Yarmouth,  and  from  Liverpool-street  to  South¬ 
end-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Cambridge, 
and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  by  all  trains 
to  Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Eye  House.  A 
special  service  of  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  Fenchurch-street  to  Chingford  and  Loughton. 
An  early  train  will  leave  Harwich,  Clacton,  Walton, 
Colchester,  &o.,  on  Tuesday,  April  4,  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  persons  wishing  to  return  to  London  by  9  a. no. 
Cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  viA  the  “  Harwich  route,’ 
enabling  holiday-makers  to  visit  the  Belgian  Ardennes, 
Brussels  (for  Waterloo),  Holland,  and  the  Rhine. 
Passengers  leaving  London  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday 
evening  can  reach  the  Ardennes,  Brussels,  or  the  Hague 
the  next  afternoon,  and  return  on  Monday,  arriving  in 
London  on  Tuesday  morning.  


Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— For  Coughs. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed  Coughs  and  Lung  Troubles. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  Eeliable. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  1824. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Refuse  Imitations. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Influenza. 
Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  Relieved  Instantly. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  The  Oldest  Remedy. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Lion,  Net,  and  Mouse. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Is.  IJd.,  2b.  3d. 


214 


TTTE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  25,  1893 


provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Sparkbrook  Angling  Society  have  just  brought 
their  pike  fishing  competition  to  a  very  successful  termi¬ 
nation.  The  competition  was  promoted  by  Mr.  C. 
Christian,  of  the  Queen’s  Arms  Inn,  Thomas-street, 
Sparkbrook.  This  gentleman  is  a  strong  supporter  of 
the  society,  and,  although  the  club  does  not  hold  its 
meetings  at  his  house,  he  nevertheless  is  always  ready 
to  assist  the  society  and  promote  its  welfare.  Upon  the 
present  occasion  the  prizes  given  by  this  gentleman  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  silver  lever  watch  for  a  first  prize,  and  two 
silver  medals  for  the  second  and  third  prizes,  the  same 
to  be  awarded  to  the  members  taking  the  heaviest  pike 
from  Nov.  1  to  March  15.  The  competition  up  to  March  1 
seemed  to  be  a  very  tame  affair,  as  only  a  few  small  fish 
were  weighed-in,  but  during  the  last  fortnight  some  very 
decent  fish  were  secured,  and  saved  the  prizes  going  to 
some  of  the  members  who  had  weighed  in  fish  of  31b.  or 
41b.  weight.  At  the  last  club  meeting  the  result  of  the 
competition  was  made  known,  and  the  prizes  awarded. 
The  first  prize  was  awarded  to  Mr.  W.  Davis  with  a  fish 
taken  at  Alrewas  from  the  Trent,  the  weight  of  which 
was  Ifijlb.  :  the  second  prize  was  awarded  to  Mr.  T.  Pratt 
with  a  1  Hlb.  fish  taken  from  a  private  pool  at  Beoley  ; 
Mr.  W.  Hollings  was  third  with  a  91b.  fish  taken  from  the 
Avon  at  Wyre.  Mr.  Hollings  also  took  another  fish  of  81b. 
the  same  day.  The  fish  taken  by  Mr.  Davis  was  served 
up  at  a  supper,  at  which  the  leading  members  of  the 
society  were  invited. 

Should  the  weather  keep  as  it  is  now  for  the  Easter 
holidays,  the  midland  rivers  and  streams  will  be  well 
patronised,  and  the  fly,  worm,  and  minnow  will  be  in 
use  in  order  to  try  and  lure  the  sportive  trout  to  the 
creels  of  the  angler.  I  have  heard  that  the  trout-fishing 
prospects  on  the  Severn  were  never  better  than  what 
they  will  be  this  year,  the  river,  in  the  upper  reaches,  is 
reported  to  be  well-stocked,  and  already  some  very 
decent  flsh  have  been  taken  in  good  condition.  The 
weir  at  Lincomb  has  been  fished,  but  little  has  as  yet 
been  done ;  but  the  anglers  who  fish  this  part  of  the 
river  are  in  good  hopes  of  having  a  fine  season.  Higher 
up  the  river  sport  has  been  better  at  Arley,  Highley,  and 
Hampton  Lode,  the  prospects  of  a  good  season  are  very 
bright,  some  very  good  trout  have  been  taken  at  all 
those  places,  especially  at  Hampton  Lode,  off  the 
scours,  in  fact,  the  higher  one  gets  up  the  river  from 
Stourport,  the  better  the  trout  fishing  gets. 

Some  of  the  butterfly  fishermen,  who  only  go  out  upon 
holiday  occasions  and  when  the  sun  shines  on  both  sides 
of  the  hedges,  will  stick  to  the  coarse  fishing  in  spite  of 
the  close  season,  and  I  hear  that  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  are  issuing  permits  with  the  shilling  trout  licence 
for  the  holder  to  fish  for  coarse  fish  during  the  close 
season.  This  I  regret  to  hear,  and  I  hope  that  in  future 
years  the  boards  will  pay  a  little  more  attention  to  the 
coarse  fish,  and  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  river 
being  depleted,  not  only  during  the  close  season,  but 
during  the  whole  of  the  seasons.  This  could  be  done 
by  fixing  a  standard  size  of  fish  to  be  taken,  and,  above 
all,  prohibit  as  far  as  possible  coarse  fish  beind  taken 
with  the  nets. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
that  our  old  friend,  Mr.  W.  F.  Harris,  the  secretary 
of  the  Cardiff  Association,  and  member  of  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Committee,  has  lately  undergone  three  severe 
operations  in  London,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  severe 
neuralgic  pains  from  which  he  has  been  a  great  sufferer. 
The  operations  have  greatly  relieved  him,  and  he  in¬ 
forms  me  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  not 
have  a  return  of  the  symptoms  again.  This,  Mr. 
Harris’s  friends  all  hope  for.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
Mr.  Harris  has  resumed  his  former  duties,  and  is  hard 
at  work  again  in  the  interests  of  his  Association. 

The  Vine  Unity,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  held  their 
annual  concert  in  aid  of  the  prize  fund  of  the  Society. 
The  concert  was  well  attended,  and  the  society  will  be 
rewarded  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the  large  sale  of 
the  tickets.  Some  first-class  talent  put  in  an  appear¬ 
ance,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  Mr. 
Spittle  presided,  and  the  whole  of  the  committee  used 
their  best  efforts  to  make  the  concert  a  success. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  season  for  coarse  fish  has  closed  quietly.  Its 
final  week  was  marked  by  very  fair  conditions,  both  of 
weather  and  water,  compared  with  what  we  had  for 
some  time  previous,  but,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  there 
have  been  no  takes  of  exceptional  merit  of  late.  Still, 
a  good  number  of  fish  have  been  caught,  and  quite  a 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  to  have  a  final  try. 
In  the  Weston  district  some  fair  pike  were  taken,  but  none 
of  any  great  size.  The  season  all  over  has  been  a  poor 
one.  though  very  far  from  the  worst  on  record.  Barbel 
yielded,  on  the  whole,  perhaps  the  poorest  results, 
though  some  good  fish  were  caught  both  in  the 
main  river  and  in  some  of  the  tributaries,  notably 
in  the  Dove  from  Sudbury  down  to  its  junction 
with  the  Trent.  In  the  Shardlow  reach  and  below  it  to 
Sawley  the  season  was  a  poor  one,  due,  to  some  extent, 
to  the  general  high  and  fluctuating  condition  of  the 
water.  Some  very  good  bags  of  roach  were  made,  but, 
personally.  I  can  recal  no  larger  bag  than  one  of  381b. 
made  in  October  in  the  Willington  district.  The  Shard- 
low  reach  often  yielded  bags  of  great  excellence  so  far 
as  weight  was  concerned,  but  there  was  a  good  deal  of 


disease,  and  some  considerable  mortality  amongst  the 
fish,  especially  towards  the  end  of  August  and  the 
beginning  of  September.  The  largest  roach  which 
I  saw  was  one  just  short  of  21b3.  It  was  killed 
in  the  canal  at  Weston.  A  few  good  bags  of 
bream  also  were  made  in  the  same  district,  and  in 
the  canal  at  Willington  ;  but  the  season  was  a 
failure  as  a  whole.  The  best  results  in  Derbyshire 
amongst  chub,  so  far  as  the  Trent  was  concerned,  were 
made  with  the  fly,  especially  in  the  Shardlow  reaches 
and  about  King’s  Mills,  by  fishing  from  a  boat.  Wasp 
grub,  and  later  the  cockspur,  yielded  at  times  fair 
results,  but  all  over  fly  beat  bait.  There  was  no 
marked  disease  amongst  the  chub  in  Trent,  but  there 
was  in  some  portions  of  the  Dove  and  Churnet.  The 
eel  season  was  up  to  the  average,  in  some  districts  above 
it.  Dace  were  fairly  good,  but  the  perch — where  were 
they  t  For  some  reason  they  are  growing  very  scarce  in 
the  Trent. 

The  pike  season  cannot,  I  think,  be  fairly  described  as 
anything  but  an  average  good  one  :  it  certainly  was 
not  a  failure,  though  no  giants  have  been  killed  in  open 
or  quasi-open  waters  in  Derbyshire.  The  largest  fish  I 
remember  was  one  of  161b.,  killed  in  the  Dove  at  Sud¬ 
bury  ;  but  the  Weston  reach  also  yielded  some  good 
fish.  There  was  certainly  no  scarcity  of  fish  in  any  of 
the  rivers,  and  plenty  of  an  ordinary  size  were  killed 
and  some  giants  seen.  I  hope  to  have  more  to  say  about 
the  season  generally  next  week,  and  to  have  some¬ 
thing  to  add  as  to  the  general  prospects.  No  salmon 
have  as  yet,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  been  killed  in 
the  Derbyshire  reaches  of  the  Trent,  but  there  are  a 
good  few,  and  large  fish,  too,  in  the  river.  Mr.  Wood,  I 
believe,  hooked  and  lost  a  fish  at  King’s  Mills  recently. 
There  were  some  heavy  fish  lying  lately  in  the  rough 
water  below  the  weir,  but  the  floods,  no  doubt,  enabled 
some  of  them  to  run  up  to  Fitchett’s  Hole,  above 
Willington,  which  is  a  favourite  lie  of  the  fish  before 
ascending  the  Dove  later  on  in  the  season.  I  have  de¬ 
signed  and  had  dressed  a  new  pattern  of  salmon  fly, 
which  may,  perhaps,  tempt  a  Trent  salmon  to  take.  I 
intend  having  it  tried. 

With  finer  climatic  conditions  than  we  have  for  a  very 
long  time  enjoyed  in  Derbyshire,  and  with  the  water  in 
excellent  ply  for  angling,  it  is  a  pity  that  the  inexorable 
law  forbids  the  coarse  fisherman  to  follow  his  sport. 
There  is  no  time  of  the  year  at  which  the  river  is 
quite  so  pleasant,  yet  from  enjoying  alike  the  beauties 
of  spring  and  the  delights  of  angling,  the  coarse  fisher  is 
debarred.  Why  nature  should  have  made  pike,  roach, 
et  hoc  genus  omne,  in  fine  condition  when,  as  a  rule,  no 
one  should  be  by  the  river,  and  engaged  in  spawning 
or  preparations  when  all  men  should  be,  is  a  mystery, 
but  the  fact  remains.  Of  course  there  is  the  other  way 
of  looking  at  it ;  in  winter  the  trout  fisher  is  perforce 
idle,  but  at  the  same  time,  so  far  as  the  weather  is 
concerned,  he  has  on  the  whole  the  best  of  the  deal. 
The  past  season  on  the  Derbyshire  portion  of  the  Trent 
and  its  tributaries  has  scarcely  reached,  and  certainly 
not  been  above,  the  average.  This  has.  to  a  very  great 
extent,  been  due  to  the  fluctuating  and  uncertain  state 
of  the  waters,  which  have  been  everything  by  turns  and 
nothing  long.  In  my  view  this  has  made  the  fish  rest¬ 
less,  and  restless  fish  never  do  take  well.  Salmon  and 
sea  trout,  for  example,  that  have  been  delayed  unnatu¬ 
rally  in  the  estuaries  never  do  take  quite  so  well,  when 
once  a  fiood  has  enabled  them  to  ascend.  I  have  little 
doubt  but  that  the  same  holds  good  with  regard  to  all 
fish,  and  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  the  best 
seasons  on  the  Trent  have  been  those  during  which  the 
weather  was,  on  the  whole,  settled,  neither  a  too 
great  preponderance  of  rain  nor  too  long  periods  of 
drought,  but  just  a  proper  and  natural  intermixture 
of  fine,  and  wet,  and  sunshine,  and  rain.  Though  at 
times  throughout  the  season  good  bags  of  roach  were 
secured,  yet  success  was  very  uncertain  and  blank,  or 
practically  blank,  days  were  far  too  frequent.  The  best 
bag,  which  I  remember  having  been  made,  was  secured 
below  Willington  Bridge.  It  weighed  381b.,  which  is 
by  no  means  phenomenal  considering  what  has  been  done 
in  the  past.  There  may  have  been  bigger  bags,  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  them.  The  largest  roach,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  was  one  of  close  on  21b.,  killed,  curiously 
enough,  in  the  canal  at  Weston,  near  the  Old  Cliff  Inn. 
There  was  a  good  d«al  of  fungus  amongst  the  roach 
towards  the  end  of  August  and  the  middle  of  September, 
especially  below  Shardlow,  hut  after  the  first  flood  I 
saw  no  traces  of  disease,  though  the  water  was  at  no 
time  from  that  date  so  suitable  for  observation  as 
previously.  The  chub  season  on  the  whole  was  fairly 
satisfactory,  though  only  Dr.  Butler,  of  Castle  Don- 
ington,  and  to  some  extent  Mr.  Wood,  at  King's  Mills, 
did  anything  jihenomenal  in  the  way  of  killing  large 
bags.  The  former  had  some  first-rate  baskets,  all  being 
taken  with  the  fly.  Indeed,  all  over  fly  was  the  best 
lure,  but,  unfortunately,  the  majority  of  Trent  anglers 
know  nothing  of  the  mystery  ot  fly-fishing,  and  regard 
it  with  a  species  of  awe.  Chub  were  in  good  order  right 
up  to  the  close,  nnd  would,  at  time  of  writing,  afford 
excellent  sport  could  they  be  angled  for. 

The  pike  season  was  on  the  wh  Je  not  a  failure,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  Weston  reach,  where  some  very  good  bags 
were  made  and  some  fair  individual  fish  killed.  The 
largest  fish  was,  I  think,  one  of  ILilb. — which  is  a  good 
fish  anywhere,  though  not  even  approaching  the  phe¬ 
nomenal.  451b.  was  about  the  best  bag  made  by  any 
one  rod.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Trent  is  essentially 
a  coarse-fish  stream,  it  is  a  pity  that  so  many  extremely 
small  fish  are  taken  ;  but  there  is  no  imit  in  most  of 
the  reaches,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  much  harm  is 
done  by  this  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  juvenile  fish. 
If  the  Trent  were  a  salmon  river  in  the  strict  sense  of 
the- term,  or  a  trout  stream,  one  would  rejoice  at  the 


slaughter  of  pike,  whether  great  or  smsdl :  but,  as  it  is, 
young  pike  are  just  as  essential  to  the  Trent  as  young 
salmon,  whether  parr  or  smolts,  are  to  a  salmon  river; 
and  as  long  as  this  is  so,  they  should  be  spared  and 
protected.  Many  anglers  overlook  this  important  truth. 

If  the  character  of  the  river  changed,  then  what  at 
present  is  the  opposite  of  a  blessing  might  become  one. 

In  the  Willington  and  Burton  districts  the  pike  season 
was  a  poor  one,  while  in  the  Shardlow  and  Sawley 
roaches  it  was  far  from  good,  though  some  fair  speci¬ 
mens  were  secured  in  the  Pride  of  Derby  water — that 
portion  of  the  Derwent  just  above  its  junction  with  the 
Trent.  In  the  tributaries  some  very  good  pike-fishing 
was  obtained,  especially  in  the  Dove  between  Sudbury 
and  Tutbnry,  and  between  Monk's  Bridge  and  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  river  with  the  Trent.  The  largest  pike  of  the 
season — a  fish  of  161b. — was  killed  below  Sudbury, 
though  a  number  of  other  nice  fish  of  from  101b.  to  121b. 
were  also  secured.  Barbel  fishing  was,  as  a  rule,  a  failure, 
and  in  some  of  the  best  reaches  the  results  were,  com¬ 
paratively  speaking,  miserable.  In  the  Shardlow 
stretch,  for  example,  where  there  are  some  admirable 
swims,  but  few  barbel  were  taken,  while  above  W’illing- 
ton,  where  there  are  also  some  good  bits  of  barbel  water,  i 
failure  was  writ  large  over  the  efforts  of  anglers.  I 
will,  however,  defer  further  remarks  upon  the  general 
results  of  last  season  until  next  week. 

Salmon  fishing  has  now  begun  in  earnest,  and  I  am 
thankful  to  say  that  there  is  a  fair  quantity  of  fish  in 
the  river.  Some  of  these  are  of  a  very  large  size.  Per¬ 
sonally,  I  have  as  yet  seen  none,  but  that  is,  of  course, 
a  mere  matter  of  chance  in  such  a  river  as  the  Trent,  for 
one  might  see  half-a-dozen  about  King’s  Mills  in  half  au 
hour,  and  yet  see  none  by  waiting  there  half  a  day  or 
traversing  a  great  deal  of  water.  There  are  fish  up, 
however,  and  on  Monday,  at  King’s  Mills,  Mr.  'Wood, 
the  lessee,  secured  the  first  fish  of  the  season,  a  clean 
ran  “■  springer  ”  of  151b.  The  fish,  I  believe,  was  killed 
on  a  “  Devon.”  He  also  hooked  and  lost  a  larger  fish 
last  week.  Some  anglers  were  out  yesterday,  but  did 
nothing,  while  to-day  two  were  busy  at  it  just  below  the 
ferry,  but  at  the  time  I  left  them  they  had  seen 
no  fish  and  had  had  no  offers.  The  first  fish  of 
the  season  was  killed  last  year  in  the  Thrumpton 
water  on  March  22,  and  this  year,  as  the  first  was  killed  I 
on  Monday,  the  20th,  the  coincidence  is  rather  striking. 
The  water  is  in  excellent  order,  and  the  conditions  are 
otherwise  favourable,  though  such  bright  skies  as  we 
have  could  hardly  be  called  favourable  adjuncts  on  any 
river  save  the  Trent.  If  the  weather  holds  as  it  is, 
some  good  fish  should  certainly  be  taken  within  the 
week. 

Trout  fishing  with  the  fly  has  not  yet  properly  begun, 
and  though  we  have  hard  frost  at  night,  yet  the  days 
are  so  warm  that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  good 
“hatcher”  out  of  flies.  At  the  same  time,  when  up 
at  the  Milton  hatchery  the  other  day,  I  could  not  help 
being  struck  by  the  total  absence  of  life  in  the  ponds 
where  the  larger  and  the  stock  fish  are,  and  the  very 
meagre  show  of  flies  on  the  water.  I  did  not  see  a  fish 
rise,  though  I  watched  for  more  than  an  hour.  What 
has  been  done  up  to  this  point  has  mostly  been  with  the 
bait,  but  fish  or  no  fish  with  the  fly,  the  weather  is  so 
glorious  that  no  intending  visitor  to  Derwent,  Wye,  or 
Dove  should  be  deterred  by  the  prospect  of  only 
moderate  sport.  There  will  be  many  compensating 
advantages.  The  waters  are  all  in  excellent  order,  and 
the  trout  are  in  very  fair  condition  for  the  season  of  the 
year. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Trent  Board  of  Conserva¬ 
tors  will  be  held  at  the  Midland  Hotel,  Derby,  next 
Tuesday,  when  the  annual  report  will  bo  submitted  and 
some  important  business  transacted. 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

Poaching  in  local  waters  seems  to  be  wonderfully 
prevalent,  but  I  am  glad  to  see  a  few  of  the  light- 
fingered  snatchers  brought  to  book.  At  the  Winchester 
Sessions  on  the  18th,  James  Brown,  William  Cox,  and 
Albert  Jeffery,  were  summoned  for  attempting  to  take 
fish  otherwise  than  by  angling,  from  the  private  waters 
in  Pointon’s  Meadows,  on  the  8th  instant.  Defendants, 
who  were  all  old  offenders,  were  each  fined  20s.  and 
lls.  6d.  costs,  or  fourteen  days.  At  the  Southampton 
Bench,  an  old  offender  was  summoned  under  similar 
circumstances.  A  police  constable  thought  the  de¬ 
fendant’s  pockets  were  bulky,  and,  being  known  to  be 
an  old  poacher,  he  was  searched,  and  a  large  poaching- 
net  was  found  upon  him.  Fined  10s.  and  Os.  costs. 
Such  wholesome  punishmentsjwill  doubtless  much  miti¬ 
gate  the  offence. 

Just  before  the  pike  season  closed,  some  large  fish 
were  taken  from  the  local  waters,  and  the  heaviest — 
171b. — was  subjected  to  an  “inquest”  by  the  worthy 
civic  coroner,  who  found  the  “  body  ”  of  .lack  Pike 
made  a  toothsome  dish. 

A  large  otter  was  recently  found  floating  upon  the 
water,  dead,  in  the  Test,  at  Redbridge.  Local  papers 
seem  to  regret  the  occurrence,  but  they  have  probably 
not  seen  the  damage  these  animals  are  capable  of,  or 
they  would  not  lament  the  exterminating  of  them.  I 
have  known  them  to  be  the  anglers’  greatest  enemy,  and 
am  convinced  that  they  do  an  enormous  amount  of  evil 
to  tde  trout  and  other  fish. 

A  few  good  salmon  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
has  been  lucky  in  bagging  two,  of  331b.  and  18-llb. 
respectively,  from  the  Test  below  Romsey.  The  fishing 
belongs  to  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Ringwood,  and  has 
yielded  many  good  fish.  Mr.  Austin  and  the  Hon.  H.  H. 
Guest  have  had  salmon  of  201b.  from  other  waters— the 
Avon.  This  river  at  Ringwood  is  in  fine  form,  and  the 
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elements  are  highly  favourable  for  angling.  The 
favourite  bait  of  local  anglers  for  trout  is  divided  between 
the  fly  and  the  worm,  and  an  old  angler  on  Saturday 
informed  me  that  the  latter  is  the  moat  killing. — 
J.  E.  W.  _ 


FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

An  association  has  recently  been  formed  having  for 
its  object  the  preservation  of  trout  and  grayling  in  the 
river  Severn,  within  the  boundaries  of  the  county  of 
Salop,  and  is  expected  to  commence  its  operations 
next  month.  It  is  a  matter  for  great  congratu¬ 
lation  amongst  all  anglers  in  the  vicinity  that 
such  an  association  is  formed,  and  a  very  great 
pity  that  it  could  not  be  extended  to  include  the 
county  of  Montgomery  also,  and  extend  to  the 
Vyrnwy  as  well  as  the  Severn,  as  all  the  arguments  as 
to  the  urgent  want  of  such  an  association  for  the 
Severn,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  apply  with  quite  as 
much  force  to  the  Severn  and  its  principal  tributary, 
the  Vyrnwy,  in  the  adjacent  county  of  Montgomery, 
and  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  all  anglers  resident  in 
the  county  if  a  similar  association,  having  the  same 
objects  in  view,  could  be  formed  for  Montgomery  ;  and 
there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  principal  land- 
owners  interested,  if  properly  approached,  would  follow 
the  good  example  of  those  in  Shropshire,  and  in  so 
doing  render  both  the  Severn  and  the  Vyrnwy  the 
protection  they  now  so  much  need,  and  which  is  all  they 
require  to  make  them  second  to  none  in  the  country  for 
angling  imrposes.  The  chief  reason  why  these  fine 
rivers  do  not  contain  more  trout  and  grayling  is  that  at 
the  present  time  next  to  nothing  has  been  done  in  the 
way  of  re-stocking  them,  as  is  proposed  to  be  done  by 
this  association.  As  far  as  grayling  are  concerned,  they 
are  said  to  be  rather  more  plentiful  than  in  former 
years  in  the  Vyrnwy  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Llanymynech,  but  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Vyrnwy 
and  Severn  they  are  very  scarce  indeed,  and  the 
same  with  regard  to  trout,  and  unless  some  general  efforts 
are  made  to  increase  the  number  of  these  fish  they 
will  continue  to  get  scarcer  year  by  year,  and  it  is  indeed 
high  time  that  some  determined  and  combined  attempts 
should  be  made  in  this  direction,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  Montgomeryshire  will  follow  the  good  example  set 
by  Shropshire,  and  that  such  associations  will  prosper 
and  also  make  their  influence  felt  in  other  ways,  not 
excepting  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  which,  at 
present,  has  the  sole  control  of  these  rivers ;  and  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  very  little  attention  is  paid  by 
them  to  anything  excepting  the  interests  of  the  sea  and 
estuary  salmon-netters,  and  for  which  class,  as  is 
abundantly  proved  by  results,  they  have  done  every¬ 
thing,  whilst  entirely  neglecting  the  interests  of  all  the 
remainder  of  those  who  look’ to  them  for  protection.  So 
that,  as  far  as  the  upper  waters  are  concerned,  it 
appears  useless  to  expect  any  improvement  in  the  rivers, 
and,  therefore,  all  who  really  have  the  welfare  of  angling 
at  heart,  will  cordially  wish  success  to  associations 
such  as  the  one  above  mentioned. 

All  our  rivers  are  now  at  their  proper  level,  and  the 
beautiful  weather  of  the  past  week  has  totally 
obliterated  all  traces  of  snow  from  the  hills,  and  the 
water  is  now  in  very  good  condition,  and  anglers  are 
enjoying  some  capital  sport  with  trout,  and  some  very 
good  baskets  of  these  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
few  days.  Nothing  has  yet  been  done  with  rod  and  lino 
amongst  the  salmon,  and  very  little  with  the  nets, 
owing  to  the  rivers,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
season,  being  more  or  less  flooded,  but  now  they  are 
nearly  at  their  average  level.  Our  local  fishermen  have 
been  busily  engaged  of  late,  but  with  very  poor  results, 
as  up  to  the  present  in  the  Severn,  above  Shrewsbnry, 
only  seven  salmon  have  been  secured,  ranging  in 
weight  from  201b.  to  111b.  In  the  Vyrnwy  only  two 
have  as  yet  been  taken,  one  of  which  weighed  a  little 
over  181b.,  and  the  other  about  lOlbs.  It  seems  to  be 
the  general  impression  amongst  the  fishermen  that, 
owing  to  the  recent  floods,  the  fish  have  contrived  to 
reach  the  upper  part  of  the  Vyrnwy  and  Severn,  where 
operations  have  not  yet  commenced,  but  in  a  few  days 
we  expect  to  hoar  of  some  good  takes  of  salmon  in  those 
localities  ;  but  should  it  prove  otherwise  it  will  be  the 
old,  old  story  of  all  the  fish  being  taken  in  the  lower 
waters.  In  this  neighbourhood  very  few  old  fish  have 
been  observed  in  the  rivers  alive,  but  more  than  the 
average  quantities  of  the  dead  bodies  of  the  old  kelts 
have  been  seen  in  different  parts  of  the  rivers  since  the 
waters  have  lowered,  but  how  they  meet  with  their 
deaths  in  this  manner  is  not  satisfactorily  accounted  for. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation 
Society  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  March  15,  at 
the  Maid’s  Head  Hotel,  Norwich,  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck, 
Bart.,  presided,  and  was  supported  by  the  Deputy  Mayor 
(Mr.  G.  M.  Chamberlin),  Sir  E.  Beauchamp,  Colonel 
Sturgeon,  Councillors  King,  Loveday,  Cubitt,  Everett, 
and  Grimmer,  Messrs.  E.  Wild,  E.  G.  Buxton,  F.  Cozens- 
Hardy,  E.  W.  H.  Keith,  G.  C.  Davis,  Spencer  Bix,H.  R. 
Downes,  C.  J.  Greene  (secretary),  C-  Daniels,  G.  Daniels, 
G.  Diggens,  G.  West,  T.  E.  Gunn,  S.  F.  Howitt,  A.  J. 
Rudd,  (bon.  assistant  secretary;,  and  others. 

A  first-class  dinner  was  provided  by  Mr.  Pomeroy  in 
the  large  dining-room  which  was  beautifully  decorated 
with  tiophies  of  flags  and  cases  of  stuffed  fish  lent  by 
Mr.  T.  E.  Gunn. 

After  dinner  the  President  read  letters  of  apology 
from  the  Mayor,  Sheriff,  the  Hon.  Harbord  Harbord, 


Mr.  J.  J.  Colman,  M.P.,  Mr.  S.  Hoare,  M.P.,  Hon.  A.  E. 
Fellowes,  M.P.,  and  other  gentlemen. 

The  loyal  toasts  having  been  duly  honoured,  the 
Deputy  Mayor  gave  the  “  Regular  and  Reserve  Forces” 
which  was  responded  to  by  Col.  Sturgeon. 

Mr.  Chas.  Daniels,  in  a  felicitous  speech,  gave  the 
“  Mayor,  Sheriff,  and  Corporation  of  Norwich,”  coupled 
with  the  health  of  the  Deputy  Mayor. 

Angling  in  this  district  is  almost  at  a  standstill,  for 
though  we  have  no  close  season  for  rod  and  lino  fishing, 
yet  most  sportsmen  give  up  about  the  middle  of  March. 
A  few  are  holding  out  till  the  end  of  the  month,  as  pike 
are  not  very  forward,  though  they  are  not  feeding  well 
now. 

One  gentleman,  angling  in  private  water,  had  a  fine 
lot  last  Thursday,  the  fish,  to  the  number  of  ten,  running 
up  to  111b. 

The  bream  which  last  week  were  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Trowso  Hythe  are  now  high  up  the  river,  quite 
within  the  boundary  of  the  river  (Norwich),  and  are 
still  biting  fairly  well,  catches  of  from  two  to  five 
stone  being  of  daily  occurrence. — A.  J.  Rudd. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  fair  number  of  salmon  have 
now  reached  the  middle  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Trent, 
and  holders  of  licences  have,  at  present,  nothing  to  com¬ 
plain  of  in  the  matter  of  the  condition  of  the  river.  At 
the  time  of  writing  it  was  low  and  clear,  and  suitable 
for  either  trolling  or  worming.  We  say  trolling  and 
worming  advisedly,  for  as  yet  no  salmon  inhabiting  the 
Trent  has  ever  been  known  to  accept  the  fly.  Why  they 
will  not  we  cannot  tell,  but  the  fact  is  established,  and  we 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  when  it  can  be  controverted.  The 
favourite  runs  of  the  fish  are  unquestionably  those 
associated  with  the  Shardlow  and  King’s  Mills’  stretches, 
and  in  the  latter,  on  Monday,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee, 
scored  his  first  success  with  one  of  the  Devon  artificials. 
Mr.  Wood  had  previously  hooked  one,  but  the  hooks 
came  out  after  a  long  fight.  Monday’s  fish  weighed 
151b.,  and,  being  fresh  run,  it  was  as  handsome  as  paint. 
Six  or  seven  others  were  seen  on  Tuesday,  and  three 
or  four  have  been  observed  in  the  “Long  Swim,”  at 
Shardlow. 

Salmon  anglers  have  been  out  at  Holme  Pierrepont, 
below  Nottingham,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing  no 
successes  had  been  reported.  Subscribers  to  the  water 
should,  however,  bear  in  mind  that  the  season  is  yet 
early. 

On  the  closing  day  of  the  ordinary  season  six  pike, 
largest  61b.,  were,  I  understand,  caught  with  the  live- 
bait  in  the  Beeston  private  fishery-  The  angler  landed 
nine — nine  too  many  in  March— and  returned  three. 

Eels  are  running  upwards,  and,  just  before  the  Mun- 
dolla  Act  came  into  operation,  several  were  caught  with 
the  worm.  In  the  close  season  angling  for  them  with 
the  rod  is  illegal,  except  by  special  permission,  and  the 
night-lining  fraternity  in  our  district  ought  to  be  closely 
watched.  Fishermen  who  go  in  for  eel  fishing  on  any 
waters  in  the  close  time  are  a  class  of  men  who,  as  a 
rule,  take  all  fish  that  come  to  the  hook. 

Last  week  the  landlord  of  the  Cliff  Inn,  at  Weston, 
who  is  leaving  the  house,  had  arranged  to  net  the 
famous  “  Blackpool  ”  below  the  Cliff.  'The  pool  is  fed 
by  the  Trent,  and  in  it  most  of  the  pike  inhabiting  the 
river  in  the  district  deposit  their  spawn.  Information 
of  the  proposed  netting  reached  the  ears  of  Mr.  Wood, 
the  lessee  of  the  Weston  waters,  and  that  gentleman 
without  delay  communicated  with  the  owner  of  the 
land-'jSir  Robert  Wilmot),  the  tenant  of  the  shooting 
(Mr.  T.  Eastwood,  of  Derby),  and  others.  The  result 
was  that  the  “  sport  ”  was  nipped  in  the  bud,  and  Mr. 
Wood  deserves  the  cordial  thanks  of  his  subscribers  for 
the  prompt  action  thus  adopted.  Had  the  netting  taken 
place  there  is  no  doubt  a  terrific  slaughter  of  jiiko, 
roach,  and  bream  would  have  been  recorded. 

Many  local  anglers  have  asked  me  what  society  or 
club  in  Nottingham  was  the  first  to  take  over  waters  on 
the  Trent  for  angling  purposes.  My  answer  is  that  for 
thirty  years,  at  least,  the  Thrumpton  waters  have  been 
rented  by  Nottingham  gentlemen,  the  hon.  secretary  of 
the  club  being  Mr.  H.  H.  Carter,  solicitor  ;  and  that  the 
Kelham  length  has  for  years  been  in  the  hands  of  a 
party  of  Nottingham  gentlemen,  headed  by  Mr.  R. 
Toone.  Two  seasons  ago  the  Nottingham  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  Society  took  over  a  piece  of  water  above  Trent 
lock,  and  this  season  the  Shardlow  Fishery  (the  best  for 
barbel  on  the  whole  length  of  the  Trent)  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  popular  Nottingham  Wellington  Society. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Angling  for  coarse  fish  being  now  illegal,  I  would 
vtntu  -e  to  suggest  that  the  Sheffield  Association  should, 
durin;  the  close  season,  mske  an  effort  towards  placing 
be.  ora  its  mo  mber.s  instructions  in  the  art  they  follow. 
Lest  my  remarks  be  misunderstood,  I  will  at  once  state 
that  I  mean  no  offence,  neither  do  I  wish  to  cast  a  slight 
up'  n  any  of  my  Sheffield  brethren.  But,  all  the  same, 
one  c  n’t  be  an  angler  without  noticing  the  large  number 
of  ’nompetent  noodles  who  year  after  year  ply  the  rod 
over  some  of  our  best  wat'-rs,  occasionally  to  the  discom- 
foit  aud  annoyance  of  others  better  versed  in  the  technics 
of  the  art,  who  may  chance  to  be  fishing  in  their 
immediate  vicinity.  In  the  case  of  a  large  town  like 
Sheffield,  this  is  inevitably  the  case.  We  have  artisans, 
clerks,  shopkeepers,  and  labourers  by  the  thousand,  who, 
as  far  as  they  have  light,  are  devoted  followers  of  the 
craft.  But  these  men  have  never  received  any  instruc¬ 
tions  |in  the  principles  of  the  art,  either  from  reading 


or  from  the  association.  They  have  taken  to  the  sport 
because  they  liked  it.  They  have  seen  others  go  away 
into  the  country  with  their  tackle,  and  come  back  re¬ 
freshed,  and  they  have  followed  their  example,  becoming 
members  of  clubs  and  anglers  in  name,  but  not  in 
heart.  Many  of  them,  as  time  goes  on,  get  deeper 
into  the  real  spirit  of  the  thing,  and  finally  become 
habitual  fishermen,  practical  and  expert,  although  self 
taught.  Others  there  are  who  never  attain  this  stage. 
They  fish  during  the  summer,  because  they  enjoy  the 
change  from  the  smoke,  filth,  and  grime  of  the  city  to 
the  exhilarating  and  refreshing  influence  of  the  country 
air.  Then,  when  the  summer  wanes,  they  put  away 
their  tackle  until  the  return  of  genial  weather,  never 
thinking  of  making  themselves  proficient  in  the  sport 
by  reading.  Now,  what  is  to  be  done  with  these  people? 
I  should  be  the  last  person  in  the  world  to  suggest  auy- 
thing  that  would  deprive  them  of  the  privileges  they 
so  much  esteem.  On  the  contrary,  I  would  do  everything 
I  could  to  increase  their  interest  and  ardour  for  the 
sport.  I  hold  it  the  duty  of  an  angling  association  not  only 
to  work  for  the  securing  and  conserving  of  waters  and  the 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  its  members,  but  to  instruct 
those  who  need  instruction,  and  to  help  those  who  need 
helping.  Then  I  would  suggest  to  the  association  that  it 
should  take  this  matter  in  hand  during  the  close  season, 
aud  aim  at  giving  the  instruction  I  recommend  by  means 
of  papers  and  lectures  and  practical  discourses  upon  the 
art.  There  are  numberless  anglers  in  the  city  who  are 
really  skilled  and  well  versed  men,  brimming  over  with 
information,  who  would  be  glad  to  take  this  matter  u;) 
and  give  their  younger  brethren  the  benefit  of  their  advice 
and  experience, and  if  they  hung  back,  then  the  London 
society  with  the  long  name — as  one  of  your  staff  speaks 
of  it — would  give  the  necessary  help  at  a  very  nominal 
figure,  I  believe.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  idea, 
if  carried  out,  would  be  of  immense  benefit  to  Sheffield 
anglers,  and  in  the  long  run  would  repay  the  small 
expense  incurred. 

There  were  other  matters  about  which  I  wished  to 
say  something  this  week — the  departure  for  the  North  of 
many  well-known  salmon  anglers ;  the  forthcomiiig 
exhibition  of  articles  of  sport  at  the  Sheffield  Drill 
Hall,  sure  to  be  an  enjoyable  affair ;  and  a  few 
suggestions  I  had  to  make  to  those  of  my  brethren  who 
would  like  to  take  up  a  little  trout  fishing  during  the 
next  three  months,  informing  them  where  they  might 
get  an  afternoon’s  sport,  and  recommending  them  to 
give  it  a  turn.  After  coarse  fishing  they  would  find  it 
an  enjoyable  change.  However,  I  must  leave  these 
matters  to  another  week. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Bright  sunny  days  have  favoured  angling,  and,  the 
streams  being  in  good  order,  some  good  trout  fishing  has 
been  obtainable.  Few  anglers  have  yet  put  on  the  fly , 
the  majority  using  the  natural  or  artificial  minnow  with 
fair  results.  The  streams,  however,  are  quite  clear 
enough  for  all  methods  of  angling. 

Anglers  generally  in  this  county  do  not  appear  to  be 
in  favour  of  the  scheme  put  forth  by  the  Shropshire 
Severn  Angling  Association,  deeming  their  proposals, 
coming  as  they  do  from  riparian  owners,  unsatisfactory. 
They  do  not  relish  the  idea  of  paying  the  new  body  a 
licence  fee  of  5s.  for  the  continuance  of  the  privileges 
they  have  hitherto  enjoyed,  viz.,  of  fishing  the  river 
almost  without  interruption'at  anypoint.  Theylclaimthat 
they  have  the  right  to  fish  the  Severn  without  payment  to 
any  private  body,  as  the  river  is  in  the  first  place  navi¬ 
gable,  and,  secondly,  that  the  ancient  public  towing 
path  rights  enable  them  to  fish  from  the  banks,  where 
they  exist  without  interference  from  the  landowners, 
ami  we  think  that  these  arguments  constitute  a  pretty 
strong  ease  in  the  event  of  the  new  body  assuming  a 
hostile  position.  The  association  does  not  purpose  in¬ 
cluding  that  part  of  the  river  lying  within  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury  within  the  area  of 
its  proposed  action,  but  anglers  in  the  county  town  do 
not  by  any  means  confine  their  sport  to  this  water,  and 
therefore  we  think  they  will  not  readily  pay  the  53.  fee 
which  the  Severn  Angling  Association  purposes  demand¬ 
ing.  Again,  it  will  be  several  years  before  the  new 
body,  even  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances, 
can  make  any  appreciable  improvement  in  the  fishing, 
and  during  that  time  anglers  will  be  required  to  pay  this 
licence  fee  for  no  greater  privileges  than  they  have 
hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  small  payment  of  Is.  to  the 
Severn  Conservators. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

One  of  the  questions  uppermost  in  the  mind  of  a  York 
angler  at  the  present  time  is,  “  Will  the  Corporation 
grant  the  application  of  the  Amalgamated  Angler’s 
Association  re  the  fishing  rights  in  the  River  Foss  ?”  All 
are  anxious  that  the  answer  shall  be  in  the  affirmative, 
yet  all  are  not  equally  sanguine  that  it  will  be  so.  In 
the  opinion  of  one  or  two  of  the  prominent  fishermen 
interested  in  the  matter,  it  is  thought  that  the  members 
of  the  Corporation — none  of  whom  can  lay  claim  to  being 
practical  anglers — do  not  thoroughly  understand  the 
question.  That  may  be  true,  and,  personally,  I  believe  it 
is.  Moreover,  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  will  be 
parting  with  power  in  some  way  or  otner.  “  But  how 
could  this  be  P”  I  heard  one  gentleman  argue,  “  for  if 
the  Amalgamated  Anglers’  Association  paid  a  small 
rent,  as  they  are  prepared  to  do,  their  tenancy  might 
terminate  at  a  definite  period  at  the  will  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion.”  Again  the  Anglers’  Association  have  no  selfish 
motive  in  view,  but  an  object  which  would  be  a  boon  to 
the  citizlens.  Their  endeavour  is  merely  to  prevent  the 
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present  abominable  system  of  poaching.  The  corpora¬ 
tion  as  a  body  cannot  be  expected  to  do  it  themselves, 
and,  therefore,  the  York  anglers,  with  reason,  ask  that 
the  task  may  be  allotted  to  them.  If  such  were  the 
case  the  long  neglected  river  would  be  improved  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city,  and  many  pleasant  days  would  be 
in  store  for  the  numerous  angling  community  of  York. 

Several  York  clubs  have  held  their  annual  dinners  of 
late,  but  with  such  festive  gatherings  it  is  scarcely 
within  my  province  to  deal.  I  might,  however,  mention 
that  all  the  leading  organisations,  at  least,  are  in  a 
thorouehly  healthy  and  progressive  state.  The  Old 
Ebor,  I  understand,  has  now  a  membership  of  pretty 
nigh  a  hundred  pei  sons,  and  is  perhaps  the  largest  club 
in  the  city.  The  more  ancient  York  Angling  A.s80cia- 
tion,  which  has  been  in  existence  for  something  like  six¬ 
teen  years,  while  perhaps  not  so  numerically  strong,  is  in 
an  equally  satisfactory  state.  A  proposition  has  been 
favoured,  with  regard  to  its  programme  for  the  coming 
season,  that  one  match  only  shall  be  held,  and  that  more 
attention  shall  be  devoted  to  stocking.  The  committee 
have  intentions  to  clear  some  of  the  water  in  the 
Pocklington  Canal,  and  thus  make  it  more  fishable. 
This  is  a  capital  idea,  and  I  congratulate  the  committee 
upon  its  inception.  The  York  Waltonian  Anglers,  a 
young,  but  promising  amalgamated  body,  had  a  very 
successful  season  last  year,  and  are  looking  forward  with 
bright  prospects  to  a  further  pleasant  time  during  the 
coming  summer. 

I  learn  that  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Stockton 
and  Middlesborough  Water  Board  have  approved  of  a 
letter  from  their  general  manager  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Tees  Salmon  Fishery  Board,  requesting  him  to  ascertain 
if  it  was  possible  to  include  in  the  proposed  provisional 
order  dealing  with  Dinsdale  mill  dam  a  clause  relieving 
the  Water  Board  from  the  obligation  of  constructing  a 
fish  pass  in  connection  with  the  Grassholme  reservoir,  on 
terms  to  be  afterwards  agreed. 

The  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  held  a  meeting  at  the  Station  Hotel,  York,  a  week 
ago,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a  proposed  bye-law 
for  the  extension  of  the  season  for  trout  and  char  in  the 
river  Hull  and  its  tributaries.  Colonel  Haworth-Booth 
%vas  in  the  chair.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  W.  H. 
St.  Quintin,  expressing  his  approval  of  the  proposed  bye¬ 
law.  After  some  discussion,  Mr.  E.  Brooksbank  moved, 
and  Admiral  Walker  seconded,  “  that  a  bye-law  be 
enacted  in  the  words  following ; — Extension  of  season 
for  fishing  for  trout  or  char  in  the  river  Hull  and  its 
tributaries.  In  the  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  the 
period  during  w'hich  it  shall  be  legal  to  take  trout  or 
char  shall  be  only  between  the  15th  day  of  October  and 
the  15th  day  of  March  following,  both  inclusive.  Any 
person  acting  in  contravention  of  this  bye-law  shall  be 
liable,  for  each  offence,  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  ^£5.” 
It  may  be  added,  that  the  finance  committee  have  decided 
to  expend  the  sum  of  ^6100  on  the  purchase  of  yearling 
trout,  to  be  placed  in  the  Eivers  Hull,  Derwent,  Eye, 
Ure,  Swale,  and  Codbock,  the  fish  to  be  apportioned  to 
the  various  rivers  by  a  committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN. — A  general  review  of  the  reports  issued 
from  most  of  the  leading  angling  districts  of  Ireland 
since  the  middle  of  February  when  most  of  the  rivers 
opened  for  rod-fishing,  goes  to  show  that  beyond  doubt 
we  may  look  forward  to  an  excellent  season’s  sport. 
From  almost  every  quarter  news  comes  of  an  abundance 
of  fish  and  of  splendid  quality.  Take,  for  example,  the 
Shannon  river  (the  largest  in  Ireland),  and  we  find  it 
recorded  last  week  that  one  magnificent  salmon  weigh¬ 
ing  601b.  was  caught  in  the  nets  below  Limerick,  whilst 
two  other  huge  fish  weighing  641b.  and  701b.  respec¬ 
tively,  were  also  killed ;  and  no  doubt  many  springers  of 
big  dimensions  have  since  then  found  their  way  up  the 
river.  Instances  like  these  encourage  us  and  bespeak 
the  sport  which  is  in  store  for  anglers  along  the  lordly 
Shannon.  Numerous  arrivals  from  England  and  else¬ 
where  are  reported  at  the  innumerable  preserves  along 
the  river,  and  a  positive  rush  may  be  counted  as  a  cer¬ 
tainty  during  the  Easter  holidays.  If  the  weather  of  the 
past  week  has  not  been  all  that  might  be  desired,  there 
is  a  decided  change  for  the  better,  and  in  all  possibility 
another  week  will  dispense  with  the  harsh  March 
winds. 

In  and  around  the  Dublin  district  little  has  been  done 
yet  in  troutfishing,  and  the  latest  reports  from  the  clubs 
say  that  with  the  disappearance  of  night  frosts  and  a 
little  rain,  the  rivers  would  be  in  better  condition. 
The  Tolka  Club  members  have  not  turned  out  in  full 
fjrce  yet,  although  a  few  good  baskets  of  brown  trout 
were  made,  whilst  at  the  Anglers’  Club  of  Ireland  pre¬ 
serves  at  Blessington  and  Brittas,  great  sport  in  trout 
in  trout  is  expected  this  season,  owing  to  the  splendid 
stock  of  trout  these  waters  contain.  The  counties 
AV'icklow  and  Wexford  are  now  fully  open  for  both 
salmon  and  trout  fishing.  In  the  former  (Wicklow) 
there  is,  however,  no  salmon  fishing  worth  talking 
about,  as  the  rivers  are  too  far  up.  But  for  trout  it  is 
greatly  patronised,  and  if  the  rivers  of  the  co.  Wicklow 
do  not  yield  fish  of  superior  quality  to  those  of  the 
counties  Meath. or  Kildare,  it  is  because  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  torrents  (severe  in  many  cases)  to  which  they  are 
suhj-  cted  in  breeding. 

Trout  fishing  on  the  Bray  (co.  Wicklow)  river  is 
reported  bad  since  the  opening.  The  weather  was 
severe,  and,  although  the  fish  are  about  in  numbers,  few 
were  taken.  Mr.  J.  Eyan,  fishing  here  last  week,  got 
one  dozen  or  so  about  Jib.  weight.  A  goodly  lot  of 
salmon  have  got  up  the  Dargle  river,  I  am  tpld,  and 


permission  can  be  had  to  fish  there  on  payment  for  a 
licence,  which  can  be  obtained  through  the  agents  to  the 
Earl  of  Meath  and  Lord  Powerscourt  respectively. 

At  Woodenbridge  a  heavy  frost  has  prevailed  each 
night  during  the  week,  and  whilst  it  continues  not 
much  fishing  will  be  done.  Mr.  George  Hunter  was  out 
two  days,  and  caught  three  dozen  trout  one  day,  and 
three  dozen  and  ten  the  other.  Captain  Cook,  Mr.  J. 
Caskins,  and  others,  are  on  the  river  too,  but  the  aver¬ 
age  takes  are  about  one  dozen  fish  dail.y.  Two  or  three 
new  arrivals  are  reported  at  the  Woodenbridge  Hotel 
last  night  (Tuesday)  for  the  fishing,  and  good  sport  is 
anticipated  when  a  favourable  change  takes  place. 

In  County  Wexford  salmon’  fishing  by  rod  has,  during 
last  week,  been  successful  in  some  parts,  and  not  quite 
so  successful  in  others.  One  gentleman  informs  me  that 
since  the  commencement  (Feb.  16)  he  has  taken  thirty- 
seven  salmon ;  this  was  in  the  Slaney,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ferns.  The  weather  there  now  is  very  fine  and  the 
water  low.  “  There  has  been  a  good  many  rods  down 
here,”  says  my  informant.  The  river  is  preserved  from 
Salisbury,  near  Enniscorthy  up  to  Newtownbarry,  but  a 
tributary,  the  Bann,  is  free,  and  there  are  some  good 
fish  to  be  got  between  Carnolin  and  Scarawalsh.  Collich 
is  the  general  bait  used  in  the  Slaney  just  now  ;  the  fish 
caught  are  in  good  condition,  and  range  from  91b.  to 
201b.  in  weight.  Several  English  visitors  are  just  now 
trying  their  luck  along  the  banks  of  the  Slaney. 

A  gentleman  angler,  writing  to  me  on  the  subject  of 
net  fishing  at  Enniscorthy,  says  :  “  From  Enniscorthy 
to  the  sea  anyone  can  net  fish  provided  they  have  a,  net 
and  a  boat  and  a  ^63  licence.  Takes,  from  one  to  thirty- 
five  fish  per  haul ;  sometimes  none.” 

The  nsual  monthly  meeting  of  the  governors  of  the 
Baltimore  Fishery  School  was  held  on  the  14th  inst., 
when  the  Most  Eev.  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  Bishop  of  Eoss, 
occupied  the  chair,  and,  amongst  others.  Sir  Thos. 
Brady  was  also  present.  Arrangements  for  the 
approaching  fishing  season  and  other  subjects  occupied 
the  attention  of  a  lengthened  sitting.  The  medical 
officer’s  report  as  to  the  health  of  the  boys  and  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  school  was  highly  pleasing  to  the 
governors,  who  afterwards  inspected  the  school.  A 
splendid  model  of  the  school,  showing  all  its  internal 
fittings,  made  to  the  order  of  the  Baroness  Burdett- 
Coutts,  and  which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the 
maker,  Mr.  Eichard  Sisk,  of  Baltimore,  was  despatched 
for  the  Chicago  Exhibition  on  the  same  day. 


KEEEY.^ — The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been 
very  mild  and  spring-like,  but  sport  throughout  the 
districts  where  the  angling  has  opened  has  been  far 
from  good. 

On  Waterville  Lake  only  a  few  salmon  have  been  got, 
though  the  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired  for 
trolling,  which  is  the  chief  method  employed  during  the 
month  of  March  on  this  water.  Whenever  a  breeze 
sprang  up  fly-fishing  was  tried,  but  this  also  proved 
unavailing,  except  in  a  few  instances.  Such  a  state  of 
things  on  the  lake  has  not  been  known  for  the  past 
forty  years  at  this  season.  Several  veteran  anglers 
have  told  me  that  they  remember  a  spring  abont  forty 
years  ago,  when  nothing  worth  mentioning  was  done 
until  about  the  middle  of  March,  and  that  after  the  17th 
of  that  month  (remembered  distinctly  by  the  anglers 
because  of  the  annual  national  festival  on  that  day)  the 
sport  was  first  class  up  to  even  the  end  of  May.  I  hope 
that  this  year,  which  up  to  the  present  resembles — as 
far  as  sport  is  concerned — that  of  which  I  speak,  will 
turn  out  as  satisfactory  for  the  remainder  of  the  spring 
angling.  Anglers  are  rather  hopeful,  too,  that  it  shall, 
for  the  salmon  appear  to  be  numerous,  judging  from  the 
large  number  of  them  “  rolling  ”  or  “  showing  ”  daily, 
and  many  of  the  fishermen  attribute  (whether  rightly  or 
wrongly  I  cannot  say)  the  present  dearth  of  sport  to  the 
sluggishness  or  sulkiness  of  the  fish,  while  others 
believe  that  it  is  occasioned  by  an  abnormal  supply  of  the 
natural  food  of  the  salmon,  which  keeps  them  from 
getting  “  hungry.” 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  either  Killarney  or 
Glencar,  and  I  may  infer  that  nothing  worth  recording 
has  been  done  at  those  places. 

On  the  Inny,  which  is  now  running  very  low,  sport, 
generally  speaking,  has  declined,  though  a  few  local 
anglers  had  pretty  good  baskets  of  brown  trout  on  a 
couple  of  days  at  the  end  of  the  past  week.  Angling 
will  soon  be  brought  to  a  standstill  on  this  water  if  the 
present  dry  weather  continues. 

On  Coppal  Lake,  sport  among  brown  trout  has  been 
pretty  good  with  anglers  fishing  from  the  banks,  though 
the  fish  landed  was  generally  of  an  inferior  size. 

On  Cnmmeravanig,  brown  tront  continue  to  afford 
average  sport.  No  white  trout  or  salmon  can  ascend 
into  this  water,  in  consequence  of  natural  obstructions. 
The  outlet  from  it,  too,  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
rivulet,  except  in  time  of  heavy  fiood. 

On  Waterville  Eiver  nothing  worth  mentioning  has 
been  done  since  last  notes.  Salmon  are  now  coming  up 
in  small  numbers,  only  four  being  got  during  the  past 
weekly  season  at  the  weir.  Salmon  as  a  general  rule, 
however,  rarely  ascend  here  during  March  in  anything 
like  good  numbers. 

Local  juvenile  anglers  have  had  a  good  time  on  Lough 
Drenane.  Several  baskets  of  over  two  dozen  were  had, 
and  one  angler,  on  the  12th,  in  about  an  hour,  caught 
a  dozen  brown  trout  weighing  41b. 

No  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Cnmmeragh,  which 
is  now  rather  too  low  for  angling. 

There  is  not  much  to  speak  of  this  week  in  the  line  of 
sea  fishing,  except  that  at  Portmagee  the  fishermen  en¬ 
gaged  at  the  ling  fishing  have  done  very  well.  I  am 
glad  to  state  that  the  Congested  Districts  Board  have 


advertised  for  contractors  to  build  a  landing  place  at 
Brandon  Creek  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  .£1,000.  This  is 
badly  wanted  at  the  place  mentioned,  which  is  an 
important  sea  fishing  centre. 


LIMEEICK. — The  salmon  fishing  on  the  Shannon  here 
has  up  to  the  present  been  very  poor,  indeed,  probably 
the  worst  on  record.  We  can  only  account  for  it  by 
the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  run  of  fish  since  the 
opening,  Feb.  1,  although  great  numbers  of  very  heavy 
fish  were  taken  in  the  nets  during  the  month  of  .lanuary. 
Several  of  these  fish  turned  the  scale  between  401b.  and 
501b.,  and  one  splendid  fellow  went  just  over  60lb.  On 
the  Sleigh  More  water  (Mr.  Eyre  Powell’s  fishery)  two 
good  fish  have  been  taken  by  Charles  Armstrong,  Esq., 
weighing  respectively  341b.  and  301b.  T.  Faulkner, 
Esq.,  of  Enstone,  Oxon.,  also  had  one  from  the  same 
water,  on  the  opening  day,  of  331b.  ;  A.  Nestor  one  of 
201b.,  and  higher  up  the  river,  at  Plassy,  two  fish  of 
321b.  and  341b.  were  taken  by  Mike  Coffey. 

But  if  the  Shannon  has  so  far  shown  poor  results,  here 
not  so  its  tributaries. 

The  Eiver  Deel,  for  instance,  at  Askeaton,  sixteen 
miles  north  of  Limerick,  has  yielded  splendid  sport. 
Here  is  a  record  of  eighteen  days’  fishing  on  Mrs.  Eobert 
Hunt’s  water,  known  as  the  Incherourke  Fishery ; — 
February  3rd,  eight  salmon  ;  4th,  three ;  6th,  four  ;  7th, 
three;  8th,  two;  14th, two;  1.5th,  one;  17th, one;  18th, 
three  ;  20th,  two  ;  21st,  three ;  22nd,  one  ;  23rd,  ten  ; 
24th,  six  ;  25th,  ten  ;  26th,  two  ;  27th,  three  ;  28th  four, 
a  grand  total  of  sixty-eight  fish.  On  one  or  two  days 
three  rods  were  out,  but  the  majority  of  the  fish  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Farmer  Hall,  the  present  lessee,  that 
gentleman,  on  the  25th  nit.,  taking  ten.  In  addition  to 
this,  thirty  fish,  lightly  hooked,  were  not  brought  to  gaff. 
Mr.  Kirk  and  Mr.  George  Hunt  also  had  some  excellent 
sport  on  the  same  river,  particulars  of  which  I  have  not 
yet  received.  The  Eiver  Maigue,  nine  miles  north  of 
Limerick,  has  also  shown  good  results,  upwards  of  thirty 
fresh  springers  having  been  taken,  Messrs.  Browning, 
of  Carass  Couit  accounting  for  twenty.  Good  baskets 
of  tront  have  already  been  had,  and  the  prospects  for 
the  coming  trout  season  are  most  encouraging. 


ULSTEE. — The  Co.  Down  Eailway  for  the  third  time 
has  refused  to  grant  reduced  fares  to  anglers  fishing 
streams  on  this  line.  This  is  stinginess  with  a  ven¬ 
geance,  and  in  great  contrast  to  the  action  of  the  Great 
Northern  and  the  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  lines. 

The  Belfast  Angling  Association  has  just  secured  a 
great  concession  in  being  granted  by  the  Belfast  Water 
Commissioners  permission  to  angle  on  Stoneyford  lake 
— a  splendid  stretch  of  water  some  160  acres  in  super¬ 
ficial  area.  The  lake  is  well  stocked  with  brown  trout, 
and  is  situated  very  conveniently. 

Writing  me  a  correspondent  says,  re  the  Bosses,  co. 
Donegal ;  ‘‘  Wo  have  no  one  fishing  here  as  yet.  There 
are  plenty  of  brown  trout  to  be  had,  and  the  prospects  of 
a  good  season’s  fishing  are  excellent.  As  our  rivers  are 
late  we  will  not  have  white  trout  till  the  end  of  July.” 
The  Bosses  are  famed  for  their  superior  white  trout 
fishing  in  the  latter  end  of  the  season. 

Angling  is  dull  enough  on  the  Bann  and  its  tribu¬ 
taries.  A  bad  start  was  made  on  it  this  season.  I 
have  details  of  a  few  baskets  on  the  Clady,  Crossgas, 
and  Six-mile  water.  The  police-station  erected  a  couple  of 
years  ago  on  the  banks  of  the  Agivey  has  been  abolished. 
Thp  station  was  principally  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
protection  to  spawning  salmon  and  trout  while  on  the 
redds  in  small  streams. 

The  Irish  mill-owners  are  again  up  in  arms.  This  time 
against  the  Irish  Salmon  Fisheries  Amendment  Act  at 
present  before  the  House  of  Commons.  On  Wednesday 
evening  a  meeting  of  the  Co.  Antrim  Mill-owners’  De¬ 
fence  Association  was  held  in  the  Adair  Arms  Hotel, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Maxwell  Gault,  an  ex¬ 
tensive  manufacturer  and  user  of  turbines.  The  atten¬ 
dance  was  very  large.  The  grievances  of  the  mill-owners 
having  been  duly  trotted  out,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  :  (1)  “  That  we  condemn  the  Irish  Salmon 
Fisheries  Amendment  Bill  at  present  before  Parliament, 
and  that  we  call  on  Irish  members  to  oppose  and  block 
this  measure,  as  being  opposed  to  justice,  hostile  to  the 
industries  of  the  country,  and  placing  an  absolute  bar 
to  the  development  of  the  valuable  water  power 
throughout  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland.”  (2)  “That 
we  again  affirm  the  principle  of  the  assimilation  of  the 
Irish  fishery  laws  to  the  English  laws  in  regard  to  the 
relation  of  the  fisheries  of  the  greater  manufacturing 
industries  of  the  country,  and  that  we  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  prior  to  1863  that  the  Irish  law  was  the 
same  as  the  English  law ;  that  in  the  year  1869  two 
penal  sections  directed  against  the  manufacturing  in¬ 
dustries  of  Ireland  were  secretly  slipped  into  formal 
Bills  before  the  last  stage  into  the  House  of  Parliament, 
at  the  instigation  of  the  fishery  proprietors,  in  violation 
of  all  constitutional  legislation,  and  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  manufacturing  interests  affected ;  that  we 
demand  that  Irishmen  engaged  in  advancing  the  best 
interests  of  their  country  in  the  employment  of  the 
people  shall  not  be  treated  as  criminals  in  the 
exercise  of  their  just  rights;  that  an  Englishman, 
under  similar  circumstances  in  English  rivers, 
would  be  protected  by  the  law  as  a  law-abiding 
citizen ;  that  we  hereby  declare  that  in  our  view  no 
moral  obligation  rests  on  the  Irish  manufacturer  to 
obey  their  criminal  enactments  passed  in  the  unconstitu¬ 
tional  manner  stated.”  (3)  ”  That  we  call  upon  the 
Government  of  the  day,  when  the  business  of  Parliament 
admits  of  it,  to  pass  an  equitable  measure  dealing  with 
the  fishery  questions,  and  to  repeal  the  criminal  sections 
of  the  Acts  of  1863  and  1869,  hostile  to  the  manufactut- 
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irg  industries  of  Ireland.”  (-1)  “  That  the  best  thanks  of 
this  association  be  accorded  to  the  members  of  Parliament 
who  hare  interested  themselves  in  blocking  the  present 
Bill  before  Parliament.”  (5)  “That  copies  of  these 
resolutions  bo  sent  to  the  members  of  the  Government, 
and  the  leaders  of  the  different  parties  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  ’  ’  The  above  resolutions  speak  for  themselves, 
therefore  any  criticism  on  ray  part  on  their  own  absurdity 
are  unnecessary.  The  mill-owners  recently  got  a  chance 
of  bringing  their  arguments  to  bear  on  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  is  yet  fresh  in  the  minds  of 
the  readers  of  the  Fishiug  Gazette  how  ignominiously 
the  turbine  users  aud  polluters  of  our  rivers  failed. 
Their  own  Bill  recoiled  on  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  promoters  of  the  present  Bill  will  be  successful  in 
carrying  war  into  the  camp  of  the  enemy. 


Eepotts  from  Clubs 


TFe  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,"  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope, 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association.  —  The  delegates  met  on 
Monday  last,  the  20th  iust.,  at  Foresters’  Hall,  Mr.  W. 
H.  Beckett  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  and  other  routine 
business  connected  with  the  last  delegate  and  general 
committee  meetings  having  been  disposed  of,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  renting  and  preservation  committee  by  the 
chairman,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Murphy  through  ill- 
hsalth,  the  secretary  reported  the  Lea  Conservancy  had 
i-sued  the  usual  posters  regarding  the  close  season,  and 
that  they  were  now  being  posted  all  along  the  Lea  by 
the  association.  The  Kimberley  Angling  Society  wrote 
to  the  effect  that  they  had  decided  to  continue  as  an 
angling  society  pure  and  simple  as  heretofore.  A  letter 
of  apology  was  read  from  the  two  members  of  the 
Central  Association  who  had  been  fishing  in  one  of  our 
waters,  but  as  it  was  not  considered  satisfactory,  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  write  requesting  them  to 
attend  at  our  next  delegate  meeting.  Mr.  F.  Thorling, 
one  of  the  society’s  visiting  officers,  reported  that  on 
February  21  he  had  attended  the  Ldmonton  and 
Tottenham  Angling  Society  to  open  their  anglers’ 
benevolent  box,  from  which  ho  received  d£l  15s.  lid. 
On  the  27th  he  attended  the  Globe  Angling 
Society,  and  opened  their  box,  which  had  contained 
£2  3s.  lOd.,  and  that  on  the  6th  inst.  he  visited  the  City 
of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling  Societies,  where 
twenty-two  clubs  sent  delegates.  Mr.  Armstrong  had 
visited  the  Prince  Arthur  and  Mr.  Jennings  the  Jubilee 
Angling  Society,  and  collected  11s.  6d.  from  the  benevo¬ 
lent  box.  The  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials’  Angling  Society 
was  next  enrolled,  after  the  secretary  had  produced 
evidence  as  to  their  intended  sizes  of  fish,  from  which 
it  appeared  they  have  adopted  a  high  and  satisfactory 
standard.  Mr.  S.  Malby,  who  has  so  ably  undertaken 
the  duties  of  secretary  to  the  fund  now  being  raised  by 
a  series  of  angling  competitions  for  the  Anglers’  Benevo¬ 
lent  Society  and  convalescent  home,  reported  that  413 
anglers  competed  last  Sunday,  and  that  seventeen  prizes 
were  taken,  also  that  another  competition  will  take 
place  on  the  26th,  the  prize  winners  to  be  barred,  but 
the  unsuccessful  competitors  will  be  at  liberty  to  again 
fish  on  production  of  their  tickets.  Other  anglers  may  also 
compete  upon  payment  of  the  entrance  fee  of  one 
shilling.  The  train  leaves  Liverpool-street  at  9.8  a.m. 
There  are  fifteen  prizes ;  conditions  as  before.  Mr. 
Abrahams  collected  13s.  last  Sunday,  and  distributed 
it  to  the  two  guards,  fireman,  and  stoker  of 
the  special  train  taking  the  competitors  back 
to  London.  He  desires  to  express  their,  as  well  as 
his  own,  thanks  to  all  those  who  contributed.  Notice 
was  given  by  a  member  that  at  the  general  annual 
meeting  of  the  association  he  would  propose  that 
we  adopt  the  sizes  and  seasons  which  we  had  re¬ 
commended  the  Thames  Conservancy  to  adopt,  for  all 
the  waters  rented  by  the  association.  Messrs.  B.  Abra¬ 
hams,  W.  Talbot,  and  J.  Laming  were  elected  auditors. 
Cheques  for  the  rent  of  waters  and  the  payment  of 
salaries  of  bailiffs  and  other  officials  were  to  be  drawn 
amounting  to  £do  2s.  31.  The  secretary  announced 
that  he  has  received  the  list  of  fares  for  the  new  stations 
recently  granted  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Co. 
The  roll  being  called,  it  was  found  that  fifty-one  clubs 
were  represented.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chaii-man 
brought  the  meeting  to  a  close  at  a  very  late  hour. — 
Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association. — No.  1,  Eastern  District. 
— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Dalston  Angling 
Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow-street,  Dalston,  on 
Monday  next,  March  27.  Come  early,  and  secure  your 
seats,  tor  the  visit  to  this  well-known  club  is  always  a 
great  success. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Southern  District 
Visiting  List — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  on  Monday  next,  the  27th  inst.,  at  the 
Amicable  Excelsior  A  S.,  Prince  Arthur,  Arthur-street, 
Battersea.  As  this  club  is  always  represented  at  all 
visits  I  hope  brother  anglers  will  rally  round  and  give 
them  a  bumper.  The  club-house  is  within  three  minutes’ 
walk  of  Battersea  Park  and  Queen’s-road  stations,  and 
trams  pass  the  top  of  the  street. — G.  W.  Armstrong, 
District  Officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerken well-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report,  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  .£1  Is.  from  Mr. 


C.  H.  Cook,  Elmlea,  South  Stoke,  Reading,  life  member, 
and  2s.  6d.,  annual  subscription,  from  R  J.  Breedon, 
Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society. — R.  Ghurnet,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road. — The  usual  weekly 
meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  when  it  was  decided  that  we  have  the  South 
London  visit  on  the  night  of  the  reading  by  Mr.  Jardiue 
owing  to  the  holidays,  the  same  to  take  place  on  April 
19.  IMembers  are  reminded  that  Wednesday  next  is 
quarterly  night,  with  distribution  of  prizes,  and  1  hope 
to  receive,  in  time  for  distribution,  the  outstanding 
prizes.  Members  are  specially  requested  to  attend,  as 
business  of  a  very  special  character  will  be  brought 
forward  for  their  consideration. — A.  G.  Smith,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  Wednesday  last  we  had  a  poor 
muster,  but  those  present  expressed  a  wish  that  we 
should  have  a  series  of  concerts  during  the  close  season, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  all  members  attend  in  order  that 
we  may  arrange  mitters.  Members  are  requested 
to  note  that  all  subscriptions  should  be  paid  as  soon  as 
possible. — A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marl  borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  Wednesday 
evening  last  the  supper  in  connection  with  our  last  com¬ 
petition  at  Pangbourne  took  plase  at  the  club  house  ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Close  took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  Goodwin,  the 
vice-obah.  Our  host  (Old  Brook),  with  his  usual 
generosity,  put  a  most  substantial  supper  on  the  table, 
alter  which  the  chairman  presented  the  prizes  won  in 
the  .competition  :  Mr.  Sander,  prize  for  the  heaviest 
take  and  one  for  the  heaviest  chub  over  a  pound,  and 
Mr.  F.  Briggs  a  prize  for  the  second  heaviest  take. 
Messrs.  Gore,  Connell,  Robson,  Owen,  Sparrow,  and 
others  sang  some  canital  songs,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.-^H.  Roach. 

Carlisle  Angling  Association.  —  At  a  special 
meeting  of  this  association  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  J. 

B.  Slater  was  presented  with  a  valuable  salmon  rod, 
reel,  line,  &o.,  on  his  retirement  from  the  secretaryship 
after  fourteen  yeMs’  service.  Mr.  Routledge  was  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  Slater,  in  replying,  said  the  association 
had  done  more  than  any  other  body  of  men  in  Cumber¬ 
land  to  preserve  the  river  Eden.  In  1852  no  fewer  than 
thirty-two  shackle  nets  were  seized  by  the  association, 
who  continued  to  watch  the  river  till  the  Fishery  Board 
was  formed  in  1870.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
association  would  soon  get  more  water,  and  counselled 
the  members  to  be  careful  of  their  behaviour  at  the 
water,  urging  them  always  to  give  a  civil  answer  when 
challenged.^ 

City  Piscatorials. — On  Monday  last,  20th  inst., 
Mr.  J.  Dtplidge  presided,  and  quickly  disposed  of  the 
lengthy  agenda  paper.  It  was  announced  that  Mr. 

C.  H.  O’Dowd  was  the  winner  of  the  silver  cop  pre¬ 
sent.  d  to  this  society  for  competition  by  Messrs. 
Cantrell  and  Cochrane.  Special  notice. — On  Monday 
next  (27th),  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
LeFevre,  C.E.,  president  of  the  Balloon  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  'Ihomas  Ransoni  Sachs,  president 
and  father  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  will  read  his  paper, 
“  The  Fish  and  the  Ring,  or  the  Fortunate  Farmer’s 
Daughter.”  Mr.  James  Husk,  to  mark  this  occasion,  has 
arranged  a  variety  programme,  to  include  Mr.  Stephen 
Palmyre  (Ethiopian  artiste)  who  has  kindly  promised  to 
give  his  unique  ijerforinanoe,  as  rendered  by  him  before 
their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh — “Mr.  Steve  Palmyre  is  one  of  the 
beat  all-round  negro  melodists  ever  seen  here  ”  [South¬ 
ampton  Era) — commencing  at  eight  o’clock.  Reading  at 
nine  o’clock.  Cards  of  invitation  have  been  sent  out, 
but  in  the  event  of  any  omissions  anglers  will  please 
accept  this  intimation  as  an  equivalent. — John  Smith, 
hon.  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 

Iiist. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Copenhagen 
tavern,  York-road,  Camden-road,  on  Thursday  next, 
March  30.  This  will  be  their  first  visit  on  this  list ;  they 
are  a  jolly  lot  of  fellows  and  they  ought  to  have  a  good 
meeting. — F.  Castell.  hon.  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — Second  annual  dinner 
took  place  at  the  Wellington,  High-street,  on  Friday, 
March  17.  C.  M.  Woodford,  Esq.,  F.R.G.S.  (in  the 
absence  of  the  president,  T.  T.  Bucknill,  Esq.,  Q.C., 
M.P.,  owing  to  illness  of  his  daughter)  took  tne  chair, 
and  vice-president,  E.  B.  Jay,  Esq.,  the  vice-chair. 
About  seventy  sat  down  to  the  table  and  a  most  enjoy¬ 
able  evening  was  spent.  The  usual  loyal  and  other 
toasts  were  proposed  and  due  honour  done  them. 
During  the  evening  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  E.  W.  Hailes 
was  presented  with  a  handsome  silver  snuff-box  with 
suitable  inscription,  and  a  new  five  pound  note  enclosed 
in  it,  the  gift  of  the  members  of  his  society.  A  presen¬ 
tation  of  prizes  took  place  to  the  successful  competitors, 
Messrs.  J.  Jeffery,  W.  Dix,  W.  Holt,  J.  Wagstaffe,  Geo. 
Miles,  W.  Wiltshire,  W.  Simmons,  and  E.  W.  Hailes, 
for  the  past  season  — Edwd.  Wm.  Hailes,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — Mr.  E.  C.  Goodwin 
presided  at  the  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday,  when 
there  was  a  full  attendance.  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  pre¬ 
sented  a  book  to  the  library,  “A  New  Health  Resort,” 
and  was  heartily  thanked.  The  chairman  offered  some 
numbers  of  a  work  called  “The  Rivers  of  England,” 
and  Dr.  Brunton  offered  to  have  them  bound,  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  given  to  each  of  those  members.  A  copy 
of  the  rules,  balance-sheet,  &c.,  of  the  Sussex  Pisca¬ 
torials  was  laid  before  the  meeting.  Twenty  members 
returned  to  the  club-room  from  Kelvedon  at  9  o’clock, 
where  they  had  held  a  roach  competition,  hut  had 
met  with  poor  sport.  Mr.  H.  Canton  took  the  first 
prize  with  three  fish,  weighing  21b.  2ioz.,  and  Mr.  H. 


Short  the  second  with  three,  weighing  lib.  lOoz.  On 
Tuesday  next,  the  28th,  Mr.  T.  W.  White  will  read  a 
paper  on  “  Fly-tying,”  and  illustrate  it,  and  there  will 
be  an  exhibition  of  fly-fishing  tackle  by  members. — 
James  Taylek,  sec. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent,  Mow- 
lem-street,  Carabnrigo  Heath. — Notice  :  members  are 
particularly  requested  to  attend  the  general  meeting  on 
Tuesday  next,  March  28,  that  has  been  called  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  several  of  our  rules  requiring  prompt 
attention. — W.  Young,  sec. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society. — On  the  19th 
inst.,  although  so  many  wore  in  the  competition  for  the 
A.B.S.,  one  of  our  members  was  successful  in  being 
amongst  the  winners,  viz.,  Mr.  Pleydbll ;  but  I  hope  the 
non-winners  will  meet  with  better  success  next  week. 
On  Monday  last  the  concert  took  place  for  the  benefit  of 
the  widow  of  J.  Jackson,  and  ou  her  behalf  I  beg  to 
return  many  thanks  for  the  kind  way  in  which  so  many 
showed  their  sympathy  on  this  occasion. — W.  Fenner, 
sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— A.  Hatte- 

more  weighed  in  71b.  8Joz.  handsome  roach  on  the  19th 
inst.  from  the  Lea ;  S.  Gillett,  chub,  21b.  3oz.  On 
March  26  our  members  will  fish  for  eleven  valuable 
prizes  from  Wave  Tumbling  Bay  to  the  Engine  House, 
all  to  leave  London  by  first  train. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  Wednesday, 
the  29th  inst.,  between  Cai;thagena  Weir  and  the 
Look  at  St.  Margaret's.  All  competitors  to  fish 
from  the  towing-path  only.  Mr.  G.  Rogers  weighed-iii 
roach  and  dace  on  the  19th.  Messrs.  H.  C.  Wheatley 
and  T.  Goodwins  weighed-in  roach  on  Wednesday  last. 
— H.  B. 

Junior  Flyfishers,  70,  Houndsditch. — Meeting, 
March  16,  Mr.  G.  F.  Goodwin  in  the  chair.  Mr.  E.  C. 
Clements  suggested,  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of 
the  society,  that  a  challenge  cup  be  obtained,  to  be  held 
for  one  year  by  the  member  who  shows  the  largest 
number  of  specimen  fish  over  the  following  weights  ; — 
Chub,  2Jlb. ;  roach,  lib.;  rudd,  lib.;  dace,  ilb.  ;  and 
offered  tne  first  subscription  towards  the  purchase  of 
cup.  Messrs.  J.  Hall  and  Hesse  also  joined  in  the  sub¬ 
scription,  and  the  conditions  were  agreed  to  by  them 
and  approved  by  the  members.  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellau 
presented  a  valuable  addition  to  the  library,  consisting 
of  seven  years’  numbers  of  a  piscatorial  journal — a 
library  in  itself.  Mr.  Connellan  w’as  hea  tily  thanked  for 
same.  Two  gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership. 
Thursday,  March  23,  J.  Taylor,  Esq.  (president), 
occupied  the  chair.  Minutes  of  last  meeting  having 
been  confirmed,  Messrs.  C.  H.  Cook  (John  Bickerdyke), 
Peter  Smith,  C.  A.  P.  Green,  and  F.  May  were  unani¬ 
mously  elected  by  ballot.  Two  farther  names  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  membership.  It  was  unanimously  decided  to 
apply  for  membership  to  the  National  Angling  Clubs 
Association,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
our  president,  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  for  the  prompt  action  he 
has  taken  in  promoting  tbe  interests  of  this  society  in 
connection  with  the  Loch  Leven  competition.  We  now 
have  ninety-five  members,  and  are  desirous  of  making 
the  “century”  at  an  early  date,  after  which  it  is 
anticipated  the  terms  of  membership  will  be  altered. 
On  Thursday,  March  30,  there  will  be  no  meeting.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  chairman. — ■ 
Hon.  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— VYe  had  a 

good  meeting  last  week,  and  it  was  resolved  to  have  a 
competition  in  the  River  Vyrnwy,  at  Llanymynech,  on 
Easter  Monday,  Aprils. — R.  Woolfall. 

Norlands. — The  first  annual  dinner  and  concert  in 
connection  with  this  club  will  take  place  at  the  St. 
James’s  Mission,  St.  Clement's-road,  Netting  Hill,  on 
Friday,  April  14,  at  seven  o’clock.  Any  brother  anglers 
desirous  of  joining  us  on  this  occasion  will  be  gladly 
welcomed.  Tickets,  3s.  each,  to  be  had  of  the  secretary. 
— W.  0.  Dawson. 

Flioenix  Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— The  remaining  consolation  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  on  March  26th,  all  members  to  go  where  they 
like.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  good  muster,  and  several 
alterations  in  the  rules  were  discussed.  I  hope  all 
members  will  attend  next  Tuesday  as  it  is  quarterly 
night,  and  officers  and  auditors  will  have  to  be  elected. 
— H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  asst.  sec. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — The  usual  weekly  meeting 
took  place  on  the  22nd  inst.,  when  I  am  pleased  to  sa,y 
a  new  working  member  was  proposed.  A  very  fair 
number  of  members  attended,  but  I  should  like  to  see 
more  during  the  fence  season,  as  there  is  a  lot  of 
important  business  to  be  done.  All  members  take 
notice  that  we  start  revising  the  rules  next  Wednesday 
night. — W.  R.  Shaw,  hon.  see. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  NeviP- 
road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Ou  Wednesday  last  we  had 
our  annual  supper,  when  about  forty  friends  and  mem¬ 
bers  were  present.  Mr.  A.  G.  Jardine  occupied  the 
chair  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  the  vice.  A  merry 
evening  was  passed,  being  enlivened  by  good  harmony 
by  Messrs.  H.  Gappee,  J.  Tilbury-Batley,  and  Tom 
Garrick ;  several  recitations  by  Slisses  Groom  and 
Harrison.  Tbe  benevolent  box  was  opened  by  Mr. 
Thorling  and  found  to  contain  23s.  3d.  We  also  made 
six  new  members — a  good  finish  for  the  season.  On  the 
19th  inst  Mr.  T.  Collier  had  chub  ;  Mr.  H.  Gipppee, 
roach  from  the  Lea.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  gen¬ 
tleman  wishing  to  join  us  any  Wednesday  evening. — 
J.  Laming,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.  —  On  Tuesday  next. 
March  28,  meeting  of  auditors,  at  8.30  p.m.  Committee 
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meeting,  at  9  p.m.,  for  revision  of  rules,  prize  winners, 
&c.  A  good  muster  is  particularly  requested  on  this 
occasion. — Pelican. 

South  liondon  United  Anglers.— Visiting  List. 
— A  return  visit  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list  was 
paid  to  the  Rodney  Piscatorials  on  the  21st,  and  proved 
a  fair  success,  their  clubroom  being  well  filled,  although 
only  twelve  clubs  rc.sponded  to  the  roll  call.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope,  Royal  George, 
Rotherhithe  New-road.  Notice  of  date  next  week. — 
A.  Conn,  hon.  sec 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Messrs.  Hare  and  Car¬ 
penter  weighed-in  on  the  19th.  Tuesday  21st,  we  had  a 
good  meeting.  During  the  evening  Mr.  Harwood  intro¬ 
duced  a  novelty  for  adding  to  the  collecting  boxes,  by 
putting  up  a  live  pig  to  bo  drawn  for.  The  proceeds  were 
equally  divided  and  placed  in  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
and  T.A.P.S.  boxes.  Mr.  J.  Bruce  has  promised  two 
fishing  rods  for  a  like  purpose.  Tuesday  next,  28th, 
quarterly  night  and  special  meeting.  Members  absent 
without  notice  will  be  fined  according  to  rule.- — H. 
Reaves,  sec. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  104,  King’s- 
road,  Brighton. — At  the  meeting  held  at  headquarters 
on  the  22nd,  Mr.  R.  D.  Firm  presiding,  at  the  proposi¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  C.  F. 
Gillam,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  one  of  the 
society’s  boats  should  be  placed  on  the  beach  for  use  of 
members  sea-fishing.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Cooke 
was  passed  for  his  present  to  the  society  of  a  number 
of  live  perch,  which  will  be  sent  to  stock  some 
of  our  club  waters.  The  society  has  a  consignment  of 
New  Zealand  fish  shortly  to  add  to  the  museum.  Captain 
Trevan  was  so  pleased  with  our  collection  of  stuffed  fish 
that  he  promised  to  add  to  the  collection.  It  is  expected 
that  the  fish  will  arrive  in  London  on  Sunday,  and  will 
bo  put  into  the  taxidermists  hands  immediately. — 
W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  asst.  hon.  sec. 

United  Society  of  Anglers,  The  Citizen,  70, 
Houndsditch. — There  was  a  grand  show  of  fish  at  the’ 
above  address  on  the  15th  inst.  Several  of  the  members 
had  been  away  for  three  or  four  days,  and  quite  a  crowd 
of  well-known  anglers  and  friends  waited  their  return 
on  Wednesday  night.  The  total  weight  was  2871b.  2Joz. 
Harry  Short,  who  presided  at  the  scales,  weighed  in 
341b.  roach,  taken  by  himself.  A  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent,  and  the  successful  members  toasted 
right  royally. — H.  J.  Tibbatts. 

■Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  Walworth,  S.K. — Several  members  were  out 
on  the  12th,  but  only  two  succeeded  in  taking  fish,  viz., 
Messrs.  Gordon  and  Haines.  We  have  a  prize  offered 
by  Mr  Holbrow  to  be  fished  for  in  the  Lea  on  the  2Gth 
inst.  I  hope  members  will  not  neglect  to  attend  during 
the  coming  fence  months,  as  we  intend  making  our 
meetings  pleasant  by  having  a  concert  every  alternate 
Wednesday,  and  revising  the  rules  on  other  nights. — 
Chas.  Wyer,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  the  lOth,  but  only  one  returned  to  weigh-in  fish, 
Mr.  E.  Smith.  I  wish  to  remind  our  members  that  it  is 
our  monthly  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  March  29. — 
R.  Lowtheb,  sec. 


Baster  Holidays. — On  account  of  the  Easter  holi¬ 
days,  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  next  week  be  published 
on  Thursday,  March  30,  instead  of  Friday  as  usual,  and 
club  secretaries  are  requested  to  send  reports  not  later 
than  10  a.m.  on  Wednesday  morning. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,^  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

G.  T.  English  and  R.  S.  Bartleet,  of  Birmingham,  for 
improvements  in  the  machinery  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  fish  hooks. 


District  Railway, — On  Good  Friday  and  Easter 
Sunday,  early  trains  will  leave  Hammersmith  at  7.28 
a.m.,  and  Putney  Bridge  at  7.23  a.m.,  to  New  Cross, 
calling  at  all  stations,  for  the  convenience  of  passengers 
desiring  to  join  the  early  excursions  to  the  seaside. 
The  ordinary  service  of  Sunday  trains  will  be  run 
generally.  Concert  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  :  a 
special  L.  and  N.W.  train  will  be  run  on  Good  Friday 
to  South  Kensington,  arrive  5.52  p.m.,  returning  at 
10.4f)  p.m.,  calling  at  all  intermediate  stations,  except 
Wormwood  Scrubs  and  Kensal  Rise.  On  Bank  Holiday 
(Easter  Monday),  an  early  train  will  leave  Ealing  at 
5. -42  a  m.,  calling  at  all  intermediate  stations,  for  the 
convenience  of  passengers  desiring  to  join  the  early 
morning  trains  to  the  seaside,  &C.  Trains  will  run 
every  few  minntes  to  Mark-lane,  for  Tower  of  London  • 
Temple  and  Charing  Cross,  for  Theatres,  &c. ;  St. 
James  s-park,  for  Royal  Aquarium  and  Ancient  Egypt ; 
South  Kensington,  for  the  Museums  ;  Hammersmith  and 
Putney  Bridge,  for  the  River.side.  Half-hourly  trains 
will  also  run  throughout  the  day  to  Kew  Gardens  and 
Richmond,  Hampstead  Heath,  Wimbledon  (for  Hampton 
Court  and  L.  and  S.W.  line).  Ealing  (for  Windsor  and 
G.W.  line),  Hounslow,  for  Hounslow  Barracks.  The 
District  system  extends  from  New  Cross  and  White¬ 
chapel  to  Putney  Bridge,  Wimbledon,  Ealing,  Hounslow 
Barracks,  Kew  and  Richmond,  and  all  the  western 
suburbs,  and  frequent  trains  run  between  these  points 
throughout  the  day. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


River  Reporters  xvho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St,  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames, 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

r30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  >75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add -<45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add -<80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/  smith.  /  ham. 

'■50  „  ,,  Barnes.  '■85  „  „  Teddington 

Example  ; — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday 

Thursday, 

Friday, 

Mar.  25  . 

„  26  . 

27  . 

28  . 

,  „  29  . 

Morning, 

.  6.49  . 

.  7.58  . 

.  11.15  . 

Evening. 

.  8.44 

.  10.29 

.  0  ‘27 

1!  OO  . 

31  . 

.  1.36  . 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lo-wer  Thames— General  Remarks.- One  of  the 
closing  acts  of  river  preservation  after  the  termination 
of  a  general  aneling  season  is  the  examination  of  all  the 
punts  below  Staines  Bridge  by  the  officials  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  Under  the 
management  of  the  active  head  river  keeper,  William 
Douglas,  this  was  accomplished  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  in  last  week,  and  from  the  official  report  there 
is  the  satisfactory  intelligence  that  not  a  single  fish  was 
found.  There  are  some  few  records  of  the  final  days, 
which  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  the  different  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  now  the  trout  anglers  are  looking  forward  to 
the  commencement  of  their  season,  the  1st  April.  In 
addition  to  my  personal  visits  to  obtain  information  as 
to  the  movements  of  the  fish,  I  have  received  several 
communication  from  other  portions,  and  all  are  in 
accord  as  to  the  satisfactory  prospects  of  a  good  season. 
When  I  was  at  Staines  on  Monday  last  my  old  friend, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Blarney,  of  the  Pack  Horse  Hotel,  told  mo 
there  was  a  splendid  trout  feeding  just  opposite  to  his 
well-know  hostelry,  and  he  believed  if  the  season  had 
been  then  on  he  would  very  soon  be  found  in  his  posses¬ 
sion  ;  and  at  Hampton  Court,  directly  in  front  of  the 
Castle  Hotel,  there  is  a  very  large  trout  constantly  on 
the  move.  Now  as  both  these  houses  are  amongst  the 
few  who  subscribe  to  the  preservation  of  the  river,  it  is 
remarkable  the  trout  are  becoming  prominent  attrac¬ 
tions.  It  is  now  nearly  three  years  ago  when  one  thou¬ 
sand  fine  healthy  yearling  trout  were  turned  into  diffe¬ 
rent  portions  of  the  river,  part  of  them  the  gift  of  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston,  and  the  other  part  at  the  cost  of  the 
T.  A.  P.  S.,  and  as  some  of  them  were  then  about  ten 
inches  in  length  they  ought  by  this  time  to  be  ready  for 
the  sport  oi  the  anglers,  though  not  sufficiently  large 
for  retention.  It  was  remarkable  on  the  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  the  weir,  at  Sunbury,  some  few  years  back,  and 
about  the  second  year  after  the  late  Mr.  Spreckley  had 
turned  in  298  of  same  size  from  the  rearing  pond, 
we  found  large  quantities  lying  amongst  the  stones  as 
though  they  were  afraid  to  come  out  in  the  rougher  water, 
but  being  there  at  the  time  we  got  all  we  could  possibly 
find,  and  turned  them  in  lower  down  in  the  channel  of 
the  river.  The  late  Mr.  F.  H.  Dickinson,  of  Kingston, 
when  he  was  vice-chairman  of  the  Richmond  Piscatorial 
Society,  on  three  separate  occasions  collected  funds  for 
the  purchase  of  some  two-year-old  trout  from  Mr. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford,  which  were  all  placed  between 
Richmond  and  Hampton  Court,  so  that,  with  all  these 
contributions  of  young  trout,  the  river,  as  I  hope  it  is, 
should  be  found  plentiful  of  that  species  of  fish,  and  in 
the  capture  of  trout  it  would  be  practical  to  ascer¬ 
tain  whether  or  not  they  are  of  the  old  Thames  trout 
character.  Then,  again,  there  are  the  trout,  with  their 
significant  rings,  and  numbered,  that  were  placed  in  the 
river  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  from  the  fish-houso  of 
the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes,  and  of  which  I  think  only 
two  two  or  three  had  been  detected — they  must  be 
somewhere  at  least.  In  another  week  the  opening  day 
will  have  arrived,  and  I  hope  soon  after  to  chronicle 
the  capture  of  some  good  fish. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — Now  the  coarse  fishing  on  the 
Thames  is  over,  I  can  for  the  time  being  only  tell  of  the 
doings  and  shortcomings  of  the  past  season,  and  this  I 
purport  doing  to  the  best  of  my  ability  in  my  weekly 
memos,  during  the  “  recess  ”  in  the  all-round  fishing.  I 
have  had  already  many  rambles  by  the  river-side  in  hopes 
of  noting  the  feeding  grounds  of  some  lusty  trout,  but 
as  yet,  personally,  without  success,  but  from  informa¬ 
tion  received  from  interested  parties,  the  river  is  evi¬ 
dently  swarming  with  trout.  The  days  are  delightfully 
warm,  but  the  nights  so  cold  that  trout  as  yet  will  not 
show  their  whereabouts. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Tliames  (Chertsey).- — John  Poultor,  one  day,  got 
four  brace  of  jack;  Mr.  C.  IVastell,  three  dozen  of  roach 
and  one  brace  of  jack  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  one  brace 
of  jack,  the  largest  fish  441b.  A  jack  of  71b.  was  taken 


by  one  of  the  anglers,  and  J.  Hackett,  one  day,  a  brace 
of  jack,  and  another  day  161b.  of  roach. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — William  Melbourne 
says  :  “  The  last  few  days  of  the  season  fini  hed  up  very 
well  with  the  roach  and  dace,  the  best  take  in  one  day 
was  twenty  dozen.  There  are  a  great  quantity  of  dace 
still  heading  up  to  the  weir.  The  trout  are  beginning 
to  show  well.  I  have  seen  several  good  fish  between 
Hamilton  Court  and  Thames  Ditton.” 

Thames  (Kingsto’n,).  —  John  Johnson,  on  the 
closing  day,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  one  brace 
of  jack ;  N.  Bolton,  three  jack  and  two  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace  ;  J.  Knight,  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ;  and 
J.  Wilkes,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  one 
jack. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island). — The  last  few  days  of 
the  fishing  season  turned  out  exceptionally  good,  there 
being  some  good  takes  of  chub,  roach,  and  jack.  As 
many  as  fifteen  jack  were  taken  on  the  12th  between 
Bray  Lock  and  Oakley  Court.  There  were  a  great 
many  anglers  down,  and  most  of  them  had  very  good 
takes.  Out  myself  the  last  day,  got  nine  good  chub, 
the  largest  going  just  upon  41b.,  and  the  eight  averaging 
21b.  They  were  all  caught  in  three  swims  just  above 
the  island  in  about  one  and  a  half  hours.  I  never  saw 
chub  in  better  condition,  and  I  think  that  roach  and 
chub  ought  to  be  left  open  for  angling  till  April  1,  as 
they  are  never  better  than  in  the  month  of  March.  I 
have  seen  several  good  trout  moving  this  last  three 
days,  and  will  be  well  worth  trying  for  in  the  opening 
season. — R.  Plummer. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Edward  Clarke,  on  the  last 
two  days,  got  two  brace  of  jack,  one  brace  of  perch,  and 
five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  The  trout  are  showing 
well  in  all  parts  of  the  river. 

Windsor  District. — That  coveted  object  of  capture, 
the  Thames  trout,  the  season  for  which  commences  on 
April  1,  is  now  exercising  the  thoughts  of  many  anglers 
throughout  the  Thames  ’Galley,  but  the  daily  rambles  of 
the  keener  class  have  not  been  rewarded  with  the  sight 
of  many  of  these  sportive  Salmonidie.  The  excep¬ 
tionally  cold  frosuy  nights  will  account  for  this,  and  the 
few  that  have  been  seen  have  been  in  the  middle  of  the 
day.  The  hawk-eyed  professional,  whose  business  takes 
him  to  the  river-side  daily,  in  several  instances  has 
many  fish  marked  down,  or,  as  they  pnnningly  call  it, 
“  spotted.”  The  ambitious  amateur  who  may  on  the  first 
draw  a  prize  from  the  great  Thames  lottery,  but  who,  if 
a.  sportsman,  will  not  (mind  a  blank,  but  return  to  the 
fray  with  increased  enthusiasm.  If  no  rain  before  the 
first,  water  will  be  very  bright,  and  fine  tackle  delivered 
far  off  must  be  the  rule. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Aucbolme  District. — Prospects  for  Easter  are  at 
present  very  rosy.  Trout  are  rising  all  day  at  flies  in 
both  reservoirs  and  local  brooks,  and  quite  an  unusual 
number  of  flies  of  the  patronised  class  (Browns)  are  out 
with  a  few  Drakes.  As  yet  I  have  seen  no  Duns.  These 
are  of  a  more  delicate  type.  A  little  more  local  stock¬ 
ing  with  trout  is  going  on. — Thomas  Ford. 

Avon  (Halits). — Bport  in  the  Ringwood  water  has 
not  been  quite  so  good  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Arthur 
Baxter  has  landed  one  fine  fish  of  251b.,  making  the 
fourth  fish  he  has  taken,  and  Mr.  G.  Baxter  killed  one 
of  26 Jib.  in  the  Bisterne  water.  The  river  is  rather  low 
just  now,  and  rain  is  needed  to  insure  a  continuation  of 
good  sport. — Angling. 

Barle  (D’ulverton).- Good  baskets  are  daily  killed 
(some  fish  cf  grand  size  for  our  river).  Visitors  and 
local  men  are  doing  well.  Water  low.  Killing  flies  : 
Blue-uprights,  winged  and  hackled,  and  “  Hare’s  Flex,” 
with  gold  twist. — Iron-Blue. 

Brandon. — The  river  now  is  capital  for  fish  of  all 
kinds.  Plenty  of  big  roach  are  working  up  the  stream 
after  the  long  winter,  and  at  most  all  the  swims  have 
been  feeding  fairly  well.  I  never  saw  more  roach, 
perch,  and  dace  in  this  little  Ouse  river  than  I  did  on 
Monday,  20th ;  the  whole  place  was  swarming  with  them. 
Some  of  the  best  swims  can  only  be  got  at  by  boat. — 
William  Howlett. 

Brandcreek. — Capital  place  this  now  to  try  at. 
Swarms  of  good  fish  at  any  of  the  swims,  both  roach, 
perch,  chub,  Ac. — William  Howlet'i'. 

Coin  (Pairford). — The  Coin  here  is  in  good  ply,  and 
by  the  time  we  begin  fly-fishing  on  the  1st  of  April,  1 
think  there  will  be  a  fair  show  of  trout.  1  have  seen 
some  large  fish  on  the  clear  gravel  beds,  and,  though  we 
do  not  expect  to  do  much  during  the  early  weeks 
of  the  fishing,  I  fancy  later  on  there  will  be  some 
capital  sport  to  be  had  on  this  favourite  old  stream. 
The  abolition  last  year  of  season  tickets  on  the  public 
water  has  undoubtedly  been  beneficial  to  the  stream,  for 
there  has  been  scarcely  any  fish  killed  since  last  season’s 
fine  May-fly  time.  About  noon  the  trout  can  be  seen 
rising  freely  from  the  town  bridge,  and  sucking  in  every 
Dun  and  March  Brown  that  comes  over  them.  I 
recently  counted  upwards  of  twenty  brace  of  rising  fish 
from  this  one  spot,  and  some  of  them  were  evidently 
pounders.  In  and  below  the  Collis  some  big  fish  can  be 
seen,  and  Shyhole  on  a  clear  day  rovetls  some  beautiful 
speckled  ones.  In  Radclyffe’s  Mead  and  Meg  there 
are  some  fine  fish,  though  perhaps  not  so  nume¬ 
rous  as  in  former  times.  Below  Whelford,  at 
Dndgrove,  the  water  looks  in  good  trim,  and 
there  are  some  few  big  ones  to  be  caught  here.  I 
hear  that  ^ome  of  the  water  below  Broadboard  is 
reserved  this  season  by  the  lord  of  the  manor  for  his  own 
private  fishing,  and  that  this  may  probably  necessitate  a 
small  reduction  in  the  number  of  rods  allowed  on  the 
public  water. 

Cornish.  Streams. — Since  my  last  communication 
sport  has  been  getting  generally  poorer  each  day.  The 
waters  are  very  clear,  and  the  cold  winds  prevent  the 
tise  of  flies,  except  in  sheltered  corners.  On  Friday, 
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Saturday,  and  Monday  professional  rods  mustered  in 
force  on  all  the  tributaries  of  the  Camel  and  Fowey,  but 
the  best  takes  were  got  on  the  former.  Ough  took  six 
dozen  and  four  trout  on  Friday,  and  three  dozen  on 
Saturday  ;  Henwood,  three  and  a  half  dozen  on  Satur¬ 
day,  and  H.  Williams  two  and  a  half  dozen.  Good 
baskets  were  also  made  on  the  main  stream  of  the 
Camel,  but  there  were  many  salmon  and  peal  fry  about, 
and  these  take  very  greedily  everything  that  is  offered 
them.  On  the  Fowey,  Mr.  Long  got  two  and  a  half 
dozen  trout,  and  a  very  bright,  fresh-looking  salmon  of 
81b.,  which  was,  of  course,  returned  to  the  water.  Trout 
were  all  in  good  condition,  but  since  Monday  very  little 
has  been  done. — Bo  dmin. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  is  now  every¬ 
thing  that  can  be  desired,  and  water  ditto,  for  spring 
trouting.  We  have  not  heard  of  any  angler  being  out 
this  week  so  far.  Trout  are  now  in  condition,  and 
nothing  is  now  needed  but  fishermen. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 

Notwithstanding  the  cold  north  winds  of  the  past  week,- 
trout  have  been  fairly  well  on  the  rise,  and  those  taken 
on  the  fly  have  been  either  on  the  March  Brown  or 
Rough  Blue. — H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Such  weather  as  we  have 
enjoyed  this  week  does  not  often  fall  to  our  lot  thus 
early,  the  cloudless  sky  and  brilliant  sunshine  of  the 
last  few  days  being  far  more  suggestive  of  flowery  May 
than  blustering  March.  With  no  rain  worth  mentioning 
for  the  past  fortnight,  the  river  has  again  run  rather 
low,  and  the  salmon  net-men  are  now  doing  compara¬ 
tively  nothing.  The  Trews  Weir  boat,  which  in  the  first 
week  of  the  season  took  117  fish,  have  only  taken  about 
a  score  since,  whilst  the  boat  which  is  working  the  reach 
by  Gabriel’s  yard  has  been  sin^larly  unfortunate,  a  dozen 
or  fifteen  fish  being  the  entire  haul  up  to  the  present. 
The  Topsham  boats  still  continue  to  get  a  few  on  each 
tide,  but,  generally  speaking,  the  season  up  to  now  is  far 
below  the  average.  During  the  week  some  very  fair 
sport  has  been  had  by  Messrs.  Baker  and  Moysey  at 
Salmon  pool,  Mr.  Baker  getting  a  7-pounder  on  Satur¬ 
day,  an  8-pounder  on  Monday,  and  a  brace  of  9-pounders 
on  Tuesday,  whilst  Mr.  Baker,  jun.,  killed  a  very  hand¬ 
some  fish  of  121b.  on  Tuesday,  and  Mr.  Moysey,  on 
Wednesday,  grassed  a  brace,  81b.  and  91b.  This  makes 
a  total  of  eighteen  to  the  three  rods  since  the  1st  inst. 
With  such  bright  days  the  “  tall  ”  scores  among  the 
trout,  which  were  common  in  the  early  part  of  the 
month,  have,  of  course,  considerably  dwindled  down, 
bags  of  three  or  four  brace  being  about  a  general  aver¬ 
age.  Among  the  most  successful  anglers  on  the  Bramp- 
ford  waters  are  Messrs.  Cowan,  Elliott,  Snell,  and 
Taylor.  Favourite  flys  just  now :  March  Brown,  Blue 
Upright,  Middle  Blue,  Half  Stone,  and  Silver  Blue. — 
Red  Palmee. 

Idle  (North  Notts.)  . — Again  there  has  been  an 
agreeable  change  in  the  weather,  but  it  is  still  early  for 
anglers  of  this  district  being  on  the  look  out  for  trout. 
Several  enthusiasts,  however,  may  soon  turn  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  their  private  waters,  tempted  by  the  fine  weather. 
The  river  and  other  streams  are  in  fair  trim  for  fishing, 
and  probably  fish  may  be  caught,  as  they  are  reported  to 
be  in  good  condition,  but  it  is  seldom  anything  is  done 
in  fly-fishing  till  towards  the  end  of  April.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  licences  are  required,  and  these  are  in 
the  hands  of  distributors. — L. 

Isleham. — This  portion  of  the  Lark  is  full  of  good 
fish  now,  roach,  perch,  dace,  &o.  Station  on  G.E.R., 
mile  and  a-half  from  river. — -W.  Howlbtt. 

Iioa  and  Stort. — The  rivers  are  in  capital  condi¬ 
tion,  but  require  fine  and  careful  fishing,  as  the  water  is 
getting  clear  and  bright  at  most  places  ;  roach  have  not 
been  feeding  well,  the  cause  being  the  frosty  nights  we 
have  had  lately.  The  best  take  I  know  of  was  one  of 
about  81b.,  taken  by  Mr.  Stevens,  of  the  West  Ham 
Brothers,  at  Waltham  Abbey,  on  the  16th  March.  This 
should  encourage  anglers  to  enter  for  the  competition  to 
be  held  at  the  King’s  Arms  on  the  26th.  Entries  fid. 
each,  which  may  be  made  on  the  spot  up  to  the  time  of 
starting.  The  great  event  of  the  past  week  was  the 
competition  at  Rye  House  on  the  19th  inst.  Never,  I 
believe,  has  such  an  immense  number  of  anglers 
assembled  on  the  banks  of  the  Lea,  as  no  less  than  413 
sat  down  between  Carthagena  Weir  and  St.  Margaret’s 
Bridge.  The  sport  was,  however,  but  indifferent,  as 
only  seventeen  out  of  the  thirty-one  prizes  were 
taken,  the  first  one  being  secured  by  Mr.  H. 
Harris,  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  with 
two  chub,  weighing  41b.  foz.,  the  other  prizes  were 
taken  with  comparatively  small  weights  of  roach  and  a 
dace  or  two ;  a  good  many  perch  were  caught,  but  they 
were  of  course  returned,  being  out  of  season,  those  I 
saw  were  heavy  with  spawn  but  otherwise  in  good  look¬ 
ing  condition ;  the  day  was  a  most  beautiful  one  and 
everything  passed  off  without  a  hitch,  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  all ;  if  the  present  weather  continues  until  the 
26th  inst.,  when  the  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  com¬ 
peted  for,  better  sport  may  be  looked  forward  to.  Caddis 
bait  and  small  red  worms  are  now  about  the  most 
tempting,  especially  for  chub  and  large  roach.  Some 
few  trout  have  been  seen,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
there  is  a  good  stock  of  them.  Dace  have  been  showing 
in  quantities,  and,  I  believe,  that  many  of  them  have 
got  over  their  spawning  operations.  Thursday  weather 
and  water  favourable. — Spliced  Joint. 

Iieioester. — We  are  just  now  enjoying  the  finest  of 
weather,  but  owing  to  the  cessation  of  coarse  fishing 
there  is  hardly  any  items  of  interest  to  report  from 
district  at  present.  The  waters  are  remarkably  fine 
and  low.  A  few  anglers  have  tried  the  waters  at  Glen- 


field  and  Desford,  but  the  results  were  very  poor,  only 
an  odd  fish  or  two  about  11b.  being  landed. 

IiTigg  and  Arro-w  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  trout  and  grayling  streams  are  now  running  in 
capital  fishing  order.  The  nights  have  been  cold  and 
frosty,  but  with  fine  warm  days  and  the  water  in  good 
condition,  the  fish  have  been  moving  better,  and  have 
risen  well  at  the  March  Brown,  February  Red,  Iron  Blue, 
Cowdung,  and  Blue  Dun,  which  are  the  best  flies  at 
present.  In  the  Lugg  on  Saturday,  a  few  good 
trout  were  taken  with  the  fly.  Sport  in  the  Arrow  on 
Tuesday  was  good.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  good 
fishing  order.  Sport  good  in  it  with  the  fly. — Gwynne. 

Lugfg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland).— 

Rivers  are  in  capital  order,  but  cold  frosty  nights, 
followed  by  bright  sunshine  and  south-easterly  winds 
by  day,  causes  sport  to  be  but  very  poor.  As  soon  as 
warmer  nights  prevail  good  baskets  of  trout  may  with 
confidence  be  anticipated.  The  March  Brown  and 
Grannom,  a  few  of  each,  have  put  in  an  appearance. 
These,  with  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer, 
Cowdung,  Mulberry  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  and  Brown 
Spinner,  will  be  the  flies  for  the  next  fortnight. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

IVtildenhall. — This  river  Lark  is  now  in  good  order 
for  fishing,  the  only  nuisance  being  the  weeds  floating 
down  after  cutting. — William  Howlett. 

Ouse  (Ely). — Plenty  of  good  fish  are  being  taken 
here,  roach  especially.  Water  in  good  order  for  fish  of 
all  kinds. — William  Howlett,  Newmarket. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  &c.  (Yorks.). — Now  that  the 
Mundella  Act  has  to  be  respected  in  most  of  our  rivers 
(Ouse  excepted),  except  where  trout  abound,  most 
anglers  are  preparing  themselves  for  an  opening  day 
with  feathers  and  silk.  As  most  of  our  trout  fishing  in 
this  part  of  Yorkshire  is  in  the  hands  of  clubs  and 
private  owners,  the  commencement  of  the  season  varies 
from  now  to  as  far  as  the  1st  of  April,  and  some  not 
until  the  Ist  of  May ;  therefore,  some  time  must  elapse 
yet  before  we  can  be  termed  to  be  in  full  swing. 
Prospects  of  sport,  I  hear,  are  good,  especially  in 
the  Upper  Derwent,  the  Driffield,  and  the  Pickering 
waters,  where  good  systems  of  stocking  and  watching 
are  resorted  to.  The  fine  weather  of  the  past  week  has 
been  the  means  of  enticing  a  good  many  anglers  out 
on  the  Ouse  and  Derwent,  and  some  good  takes  have 
been  recorded  by  those  who  have  chosen  the  deeper 
swims.  The  best  takesof  coarse  fish  have  fallen  to  Messrs. 
Henderson,  Wood,  Parker,  Watkinson,  Walton,  Par¬ 
kinson,  Clarkson,  Staines,  H.  Barker,  Hall,  and  Nichol¬ 
son.  As  the  main  river  is  not  affected  by  the  close 
season  of  the  Mundella  Act  for  a  distance  of  twelve  or 
thirteen  miles,  extending  from  Naburn  to  Linton  Looks, 
this  length  of  the  Ouse  is  visited  by  many  anglers  from 
a  distance.  It  seems  a  curious  fact  that  those  who 
hail  from  the  home  of  Mundellaism  pass  through  this 
loophole  of  a  benevolent  but  badly-framed  Act  to  fish  in 
close  time. — Ronald. 

PlymoutR. — Sea-pishing. — The  supply  of  all  fish 
has  been  good  during  the  week,  and  a  most  varied 
assortment  ha.s  been  landed.  Some  very  fine  hake  were 
taken  off  Plymouth,  and  some  of  the  boats  that  went  to 
the  westward  have  had  good  catches  of  mackerel. 
Whiting  and  conger  have  also]  been  very  plentiful. 
Along  the  coast  of  Cornwall  the  boats  have  been  having 
good  catches  of  mackerel,  which  have  been  in  good 
condition .  The  rivers  are  still  in  splendid  order,  and 
the  peel  are  running  up.  I  have  good  reports  from  the 
Dart,  Meavy,  and  the  Tavy.  'The  latter  river  has 
yielded  some  very  heavy  baskets.  The  Blue  Upright, 
Blue  with  silver  twist,  March  Brown,  and  Coch-y- 
Bondhu  have  been  the  most  attractive  flies.  The 
weather  is  just  like  spring,  so  that  any  of  your  readers, 
who  are  entitled  to  a  holiday,  would  do  well  to  come 
at  the  present  time,  as  all  the  rivers  are  within  easy 
reach  of  Plymouth,  and  the  day  tickets  are  only  Is. — 
William  Heaedee. 

Scarborou^k  (Sea-pishing). — We  are  having  splen¬ 
did  fishing  weather,  and  good  takes  of  cod  and  billet  are 
being  made  by  boat  anglers  over  the  scars.”  The 
steam  trawlers  are  making  good  catches  of  cod — from 
five  to  fifteen  score  per  boat — nightly. — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).- The  river  is  in  fine  con¬ 
dition  and  several  anglers  have  opened  the  trout  fishing 
season  satisfactorily.  The  water  has  been  clear  enough 
for  the  fly,  but  anglers  generally  have  used  the  natural 
or  artificial  minnow  with  success.  The  March  Brown 
should  be  found  serviceable. — Piscatoe. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — All  these  rivers  are  at  present  in  splendid  con¬ 
dition  for  angling,  and  some  very  good  sport  is  now  had 
with  the  trout,  especially  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat, 
where  many  good  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
week,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  the  fine  weather  we  are 
now  favoured  with  will  continued  throughout  the  Easter 
holidays. — V  yen  wt. 

Sussex  Rivers. — The  weather,  that  all-important 
factor  for  angling  operations,  holds  fine,  but  sharp  frosts 
have  been  experienced  during  the  week.  Those  who 
have  not  the  privilege  of  trout  fishing  should  joiu  the 
Brighton  Anglers’  Association  whose  head-quarters  are 
in  Surrey-street,  Brighton,  and  whose  members  have  the 
right  of  fishing  on  the  Ouse  the  season  through.  Roach 
and  chub  have  given  sport  in  the  water  above  Barcombe, 
and  good  trout  are  often  met  with  in  the  main  river. 
The  tributaries  hold  trout,  and  permission  may  generally 
be  obtained  of  the  landowners.  In  West  Sussex,  Ald- 
ingbourne  Mill  Pond  (Bognor  station),  is  worth  a  visit ; 
the  charge  is  Is.  per  day,  and  good  carp,  roach,  and 


bream  are  to  be  met  with.  Sea  and  harbour  fishing  is 
remunerative.  A  few  smelt  and  codling  have  been  taken 
in  the  tidal  water  of  the  Arun  and  off  Brighton  pout, 
whiting,  and  codling  have  given  sport. — Geoege  F, 
Saltee. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — Many  dishes  of  trout  have 
been  taken  during  this  month.  Anstey,  at  the  Bray, 
killed  sixty-one  one  day,  and  he  told  me  he  never  had 
less  than  thirty  any  day  he  has  been  out.  A  gentleman 
at  the  Taw  has  killed  many  large — for  us — trout  daily, 
and  he  writes  that  when  April  comes  in  he  feels  sure 
many  salmon  will  be  taken.  The  rivers  are  high  but 
bright,  and  if  the  eastiwind  continues  I  fear  the  water 
will  be  very  disappointing  at  Easter.  Flies  taking— 
March  Browns,  Blue  Uprights,  and  Cutlift’s  17.— Rusty 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level,  and  suitable  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  fine  with  sun  shining  during  the  day, 
and  a  good  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  on  the 
water.  In  this  part  angling  is  getting  brisk,  and  the 
prospects  are  good.  The  fish  have  been  rising  well  at 
the  fly  from  eleven  to  three,  the  best  killing  flies  at  pre¬ 
sent  are  the  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  February  Rod, 
Cowdung  and  Red  Palmer.  Bottom  fishers  have  used 
the  worm  with  little  success.  The  water  near  the  Paper 
Mills  was  fished  at  the  end  of  last  week  by  Mr.  Watkins, 
who  landed  a  nice  lot  of  trout,  scaling  51b.,  with  the  fly. 
Under  Whitcliffe,  on  Monday,  some  good  trout  were 
taken  with  the  March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun.  In  the 
Ludford  water  some  nice  trout  have  been  taken  with 
the  fly.  On  Tuesday,  at  Ashford  four  good  trout  were 
taken.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  good  fishing  order.  In  the  Corve  and 
Ony  some  good  trout  have  been  landed. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  clear,  and  a  nice  level  for  angling.  The  weather 
has  been  fine  during  the  day,  with  frosty  nights.  The 
fish  have  been  more  on  the  feed,  and  have  been  rising 
well  at  the  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  February  Red. 
Bottom  fishing  has  been  quiet.  On  Monday  some  nice 
trout  were  taken  with  the  Slue  Dun  and  March  Brown. 
Sport  has  been  fairly  good  all  the  week.  The  Rea,  Kyre, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  fishing  order.— 
WOBCESTEB. 

Usk. — At  Usk,  notwithstanding  the  very  frosty  nights 
that  have  taken  place  the  past  week,  trout  have  been 
observed  to  rise  most  freely,  but  not  very  large  baskets 
have  been  had.  Mr.  J.  Pitt  caught  twelve  on  Tuesday, 
and  Mr.  R.  N.  Rickards  had  nine,  five  of  which  were 
over  11b.  each.  Disease  has  not  yet  shown  itself  in 
trout  or  salmon,  as  is  sometimes  the  case  at  this  period 
of  the  season. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Things  piscatorial 
are  now  almost  at  a  standstill.  The  coarse  fishers  have 
done,  and  the  trout  anglers  have  not  yet  begun.  There 
are  very  few  trout  indeed  in  the  Witham,  except  in  the 
upper  lengths  toward  Grantham,  but  in  some  of  the 
tributaries  of  late  years  they  have  been  cultivated,  and 
there  are  some  good  fishings,  chiefly  in  the  hands  of 
gentlemen  and  private  clubs.  Of  late  years  a  good  deal 
of  attention  has  been  paid  to  trout  cultivation,  thanks 
to  Mr.  Silk,  of  Burgbley,  and  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor, 
drawing  attention  to  the  subject  in  a  practical  fashion, 
and  the  streams  from  the  wolds  and  the  limestone  ridges 
have  been  found  very  suitable  for  them. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— We  are  enjoy¬ 
ing  splendid  weather  in  Derbyshire,  and  the  rivers  are 
in  excellent  trim  for  fly-fishing.  The  opening  day  of  the 
trout  season  commences  on  the  25th,  for  the  Darley 
Dale  and  Matlock  Club  waters,  and  on  the  1st  April  for 
the  Wye.  Flies  that  will  be  found  most  useful  to 
commence  with  are.  Little  March  Brown,  Furnace 
Hackle,  and  Bumbles.  The  Bakewell  police  made  a 
smart  capture  on  the  night  of  the  13th  inst.,  shortly 
before  eleven  o’clock.  Four  notorious  poachers, 
named  Dafiin,  Noton,  Blagdon,  and  Wyatt,  were 
caught  in  the  act  of  destroying  fish  by  means  of 
gelignite  cartridges  in  the  river  Wye  at  Bakewell.  The 
police  seized  a  net  containing  dead  trout,  and  appre¬ 
hended  the  men,  who  will  be  tried  at  petty  sessions  on 
April  7th  next,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  get  their 
deserts. — Dotteeel. 

Yare  (Norwicb). — I  think  the  oldest  angler  will 
admit  that  this  month,  as  far  as  it  is  gone,  beats  the 
record.  My  memory  goes  back  nearly  forty  years,  but 
I’ve  just  been  talking  to  an  old  ’un,  whose  recollection 
takes  him  back  sixty-five  years,  and  he  positively 
asserts  that  he  never  remembers  a  March  like  this. 
Nevertheless,  we  have  had,  since  my  last  report,  one  or 
two  sharp  evidences  of  what  March  can  do  in  the  shape 
of  sudden  changes,  as  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last  snow 
fell,  and  the  wind  was  bitterly  cold,  cutting  through  one’s 
clothes  in  the  good  old-fashioned  style,  and  putting  all 
thoughts  of  angling  out  of  one’s  head ;  but  on  Sunday 
another  change  took  place,  and  since  we  have  had  nothing 
but  bright,  warm,  growing  days,  with  night  frosts  of  no 
particular  intensity,  not  sufficient  to  harm  the  apricot 
blossom  upon  which  the  bees  are  now  so  busy.  We  may 
reasonably  expect  anglers  now  to  take  a  rest.  The  pike 
season  of  1893  has  been  on  the  whole  a  good  one,  a  very 
large  number  having  been  captured,  and  amongst  them 
some  few  worthy  of  being  set  up  and  looked  at  in  years 
to  come,  when  they  (or  what’s  left  of  ’em)  will  recall 
the  pleasant  day  spent  with  some  old  pal  long  since 
gone  over  to  the  great  majority,  but  still  to  memory 
dear.  If  I  hear  of  anything  worth  noting,  I  shall  not 
fail  to  let  your  readers  know,  but  the  next  few  weeks 
are  usually  dull  in  relation  to  fishing,  as  their  (the 
fishes)  family  matters  require  adjusting.  —  Robeet 
Moll. 
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Scotch  Reports. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Xtairgr,  N.B.). — 

Loch  Naver  and  other  waters  have  been  too  flooded,  and 
the  weather  has  been  wintry  in  the  extreme.  Despite 
these  drawbacks,  Mr.  Kennedy  tried  Loch  Naver  on 
Friday  last,  and  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  W. 
Munro  one  of  Rib.  On  Saturday.  Mr  Munro  grassed  an 
81b.  salmon  on  Loch  Naver,  and  Mr.  Fraser  one  of  121b. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  was  excellent. 
Water  settling  down  to  good  order,  and  prospects 
good. — Mcll. 

Borgie  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— Since  last  reported, 
Mr.  Hueh  I’ruce,  head  keeper,  landed  nine  salmon  on 
Uorgie  Lodge  waters.  They  ranged  from  01b.  to  101b. — 
McD. 

Carron  (Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  Deep  snow,  frost,  and 
heavy  galea  characterised  the  weather  of  the  past  week. 
Desnitetbe  storm,  Messrs.  Harris,  London,  ventured  out 
on  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  water  on  Thursday,  and 
landed  a  salmon  of  7 Jib.  on  Ravenrock  Pool.  With  the 
exception  of  the  four  salmon  caught  on  Monday,  as 
already  reported,  the  rest  of  the  week  was  blank.  On 
Tuesday  this  week  Messrs.  Harris,  on  the  Hotel  water, 
caught  a  beauty — the  heaviest  of  the  season  as  yet — 
weighing  ]81b.,  and  lost  another  when  ready  for  gaffing 
after  three-quarters  of  an  hour’s  play  ;  Mr.  John  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  Invercharron,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn’s  rod,  landed 
one  of  GJlb.  on  Bridge  Pool ;  and  Mr.  Robertson,  on  Sir 
Kenneth  Mathison’s  rod,  three  salmon,  averaging  about 
81b.  each,  on  Fearn  Lodge  water.  At  the  middle  of  this 
week  the  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  water 
in  first-rate  order. — McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— Notwithstanding  the  un¬ 
settled  state  of  the  water  and  boisterous  nature  of  the 
weather,  sport  was  really  good  on  the  latter  half  of  last 
week,  and  the  first  two  days  of  this.  Fish  are  plentiful 
of  average  size,  and  beautiful  shape  and  colour.  On  the 
Invercauld  Arms  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Holland  creeled 
five  scaling  from  Gib.  to  IGlb.,  one  of  71b.,  two,  of  71b. 
and  81b.,  and  two  of  Sijlb.  each  ;  while  Mr.  Ferguson  on 
the  same  section  landed  one  of  lO.Jlb.,  one  of  7Jlb.,  two, 
of  7.J!b  and  81b.,  one  of  8.Jlb.,  and  four  scaling  from  71b. 
to  111b.  ;  and  Mr.  Bristowe  two  of  81b.  and  91b.  On  the 
Monaltrie  section,  Mr.  Abercrombie  landed  two,  of  71b. 
and81b..two,  ofOlh.  and  lOlH.,  three,  of  71b.,  91b.  and  131b. 
and  one  of  91b.  ;  while  Mr.  Inglis  had  three,  of  Gib.,  81b., 
and  81b.,  one  of  81b.  and  one  of  91b.  on  the  same  section. 
On  the  ('ambxrs  O’May  water.  Lord  D’Arcy  Osborne 
landed  two,  of  81b.  and  lOlb  ,  six  from  71b.  to  91b.,  six 
from  61b.  to  lOlh,,  six  from  71b.  to  111b.,  and  four  from 
(ilb.  to  201b.  On  the  Glen  Tana  waters.  Sir  Herbert 
Lewis  landed  five  from  Gib.  to  121b.,  on  Friday  ;  and 
seven,  from  81b.  to  201b.,  on  Saturday  ;  when  Mr.  Wor- 
mald  had  three  that  day,  scaling  from  81b.  to  17Jlb.,  on 
the  same  water.  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar  and  other  anglers 
have  had  two  and  three  each  on  this  section  daily. 
On  the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  water  Mr.  Dugdale  landed 
two,  of  Gib.  and  111b.,  on  Friday,  and  one  of  91b.  on 
Saturday,  while  Captain  Lindsay  creeled  one  of  81b.  and 
one  of  7ib.  on  Friday.  (In  Saturday  Mr.  King  landed 
one  of  711).  and  one  of  81b..  while  Mr.  Williams  had  one 
of  Gib.  On  the  Lower  Dess  water,  Mr.  Courage  killed 
three,  scaling  Gib.,  71b  ,  and  91b. ;  Rev.  C.  W.  Nash  one, 
71b.  ;  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar  three,  71b.,  71b.,  and 
8Jlb.  ;  Col.  Chas.  Leith  Hay  two,  and  John  Harper, 
keeper,  one  7ilb.,  two,  71b.  and  8Jlb.,  three,  71b.,  71b., 
and  8Jlb. ,  and  two,  71b.  and  Sib.  On  the  Carlogie  section, 
Andrew  Peebles  creeled  one  71b.  and  five  on  Saturday, 
scaling  8ilb.,  S.Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  91b.,  and  91b.  On  the  Kincar¬ 
dine  Lodge  w'ater,  Mr.  Wm.  Lamond  landed  one  GJlb., 
one  71b.,  two,  101b.  and  91b.,  and  two,  7ilb.  and  81b.,  on 
Monday,  while  Nichol,  keeper,  had  two,  9Jlb.  and  61b,, 
and  Shepherd  three,  71b.,  Gib.,  and  GJlb.  On  the 
Borrowstone  and  Commonly  waters.  Sir  Herbert  E.  F. 
Lewis,  Bart.,  creeled  three,  101b.,  lOlb.,  and  81b.  ;  two, 
7jlb.  and  91b.  ;  four.  91b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b.,  andtwo,  of 
8lb.  and  101b. ;  while  Mr.  Wormald,  on  the  same  waters, 
landed  one  of  71b.  and  one  of  81b.,  two,  of  71b.  and  91b., 
and  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.  On  the  Ballogie  water,  Mr. 
Charles  Leslie  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.,  three,  of 
71b.,  71b.,  and  gib.,  one  of  61b.,  and  three  of  81b.  each. 
On  the  Sluie  water.  C.  Gill  killed  one  of  71b.  On 
the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  Geo.  Blacklaws  landed 
one  of  9Jlb.  On  the  Blackball  section,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Hay  and  party  creeled  six  fish,  scaling  from  71b. 
to  91b..  one  of  81b.,  five  from  71b.  to  101b.,  four 
from  Gib.  to  101b.,  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.,  and  two  of  81b. 
and  101b.  On  the  Cairnton  waters,  Mr.  T.  Turner 
Farley  bad  similar  sport,  while  the  lower  sections  have 
also  been  fairly  successful.  The  fly.  Phantom  minnow, 
and  gudgeon  have  all  been  extensively  used  on  the 
middle  sections,  the  fly  alone  being  admissible  on  the 
upper  waters.  Kelts  are  still  very  numerous,  but  no 
disease  as  yet  among  the  fresh  run  fish.  On  the  Don 
good  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea  trout  are  being  got  on 
the  tidal  reaches  as  well  as  at  the  cruives,  but  salmon 
are  few  and  far  between  to  the  rod. — Deesider. 

Later. —  For  some  days  last  week  anglers  were 
literally  blown  off  the  water,  and  on  Friday  and  Satur¬ 
day  the  frost  was  so  severe,  even  at  noonday,  that  the 
line  stuck  in  the  rings  at  every  other  cast.  A  spell  of 
milder  weather  has  come  w  ith  the  advent  of  a  new  week, 
and  sport  all  over  is  in  the  ascendent.  On  the  Dee  a 
heavy  run  of  fish  came  aw  ay  recently  ;  the  pools  are  well 
stocked,  especially  in  the  mid-reaches,  and  the  prospects 
are,  on  ibu  whole,  exceedingly  good,  while  the  river  is 
now  in  tplendid  trim  for  all  the  pools  being  covered.  On 
the  litatmar  reaches,  Mr.  Murray  Foggo  landed  five  fish 
on  the  Inveicanld  water,  while  another  angler  had  one 
on  Monday  ;  the  average  weights  being  over  81b.  On 
the  Fife  Arms  Deo  fishings,  Mr.  Duncan  Macnab  landed 


tw'o  fish,  of  7Jlb.  and  8Jlb..  and  two  on  Thursday,  last 
week,  of  8Jlb.  and  91b.  On  the  Balmoral  waters.  Dr. 
Profeitand  the  royal  keepers  have  had  several  fish  every 
day  out.  On  the  Ballater  waters,  magnificent  sport  has 
been  got  during  the  past  few  days  ;  Mrs.  Bristowe 
creeled  to  her  own  rod,  on  the  Invercauld  Arms  water, 
one  fish  81b.,  and  four,  61b.,  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b., 
while  Mr.  E.  Bristowe  landed  one  71b.,  six  scaling  from 
Gib.  to  9 Jib.,  and  three  of  71b..  91b.,  and  9 Jib.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Bri.stowe  four  from  Gib.  to  7Jlb.,  and  four  from  91b.  to 
17Jlb.  :  and  Mr.  Ferguson  eierht,  scaling  from  61b.  to 
101b.,  throe,  6Hb.,  71b.,  and  8Jlb.,  three,  71b.,  81b.,  and 
101b..  and  on  Friday  twelve  fish,  from  Gib.  to  121b.,  and 
on  Saturday  six  were  got  from  61b.  to  101b.,  by  the 
various  members  of  the  party.  In  all  fifty-five  fish 
were  got  to  four  rods  on  this  section  for  the  weekending 
Saturday  last.  On  the  Monaltrie  waters  Mr.  Aber¬ 
crombie  landed  one  of  81b.  and  one  of  91b.,  while  Mr. 
Inglis  had  two  of  71b.  and  7Hb.,  two  of  61b.  and  GJlb., 
and  one  of  81b.  On  the  Cambus  O’May,  and  Glen  Tana 
waters  similar  results  have  been  made  by  Lord  D'Arcy 
Osborne  and  Sir  William  C.  Brooks’  party.  The  Forest 
of  Glentana  waters  have  been  divided  into  four  beats, 
and  let  for  the  months  of  April  and  May.  The  rents 
obtained  for  the  upper  beats  are  at  the  rate  of  .£120  per 
month,  and  for  the  two  lower  beats  £110  per  month. 
On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters  six  rods  have  been  pl.ying 
with  partial  success,  owing  to  the  adverse  conditions 
of  the  weather.  However,  with  the  genial  change  now 
set  in  grand  work  is  anticipated.  Fish  are  plentiful. 
On  the  Lower  Dess  water  Colonel  Charles  Leith  Hay 
creeled  five  on  Thursday,  scaling  151b.,  GJlb.,  7Jlb., 
8Jlb.,  and8Jlh.,  and  one  on  Friday  8.Jlb.  On  the  same 
water  John  Harper  landed  two  of  8Jlb.  each  on  Satur¬ 
day.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  waters  Mr.  Lamond 
creeled  two  of  101b.  and  91b.,  andtwo  of  7Jlb.  and  8Jlb., 
while  Nicoll,  keeper,  landed  two,  81b.  and  8Jlb.  On  the 
Borrowstone  and  Commonty  sections  Mr.  Percy 
Wormald  had  three  fish,  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  one  9Jlb., 
one  151b.,  and  one  81b.,  while  Sir  Herbert  E.  F.  Lewis 
landed  four,  of  71b.,  91b.,  91b.,  and  101b.,  on  the  Borrow¬ 
stone  xvater.  On  the  Ballogie  section  Mr.  C.  A  Leslie 
landed  one  81b.,  one  71b..  and  three  on  Monday  of  71b., 
81b.,  and  8Jlb.  On  the  Woodend  water  Charlie  Gill  had 
two,  of  91b.  and  191b.,  and  one  of  8Jlb.,  while  Andrew 
Peebles  creeled  two  on  Carlogie  on  Monday  of  71b.  and 
91b.  On  the  Blackball  Castle  waters  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay 
landed  seven  fish  for  the  past  few  days,  scaling  from 
71b.  to  101b.  On  the  Cairnton  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  has 
had  an  average  of  six  fish  daily,  and  has  made  the  mag¬ 
nificent  total  of  eighty-three  fish  (two  rods)  up  to  date 
on  this  w'ater.  On  the  Crathes  water,  now  known  as 
the  “  Grand  Hotel  Aberdeen  Section,”  Mr.  Charles 
Mann  landed  one  of  8Jlb.,  while  Captain  Prendergast 
(Grosvenor-gardens)  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Ritchie,  Stone¬ 
haven,  had  considerable  sport  during  last  week,— 
Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  river  Deveron  is  now 
in  better  fishing  order.  The  heavy  spate,  caused  by  the 
melting  of  the  snow,  has  almost  disappeared,  and  the 
water,  which  is  still  a  little  thick  and  dark,  is  resuming 
its  usual  colour.  For  the  past  week  salmon  have  been 
ascending  the  river  in  fair  numbers,  and  the  net  fishing 
has  showed  a  marked  improvement.  In  the  middle  of 
last  week  the  yield  advanced  from  a  few  fish  to  twenty, 
and  towards  the  close  of  the  week  some  fine  hauls  were 
got.  A  good  few  trout  were  also  killed.  The  size  of 
the  salmon  is  much  about  the  same,  from  81b.  to  20Ib., 
and  trout  from  Jib.  to  Ijlb.  Quality  very  good,  and  of 
late  fungoid,  which  threatened  to  be  very  severe,  has 
not  been  so  prevalent.  The  bailiffs  kept  a  sharp  look 
out  for  deceased  fish,  and  had  them  burned,  so  that  it 
had  little  chance  of  spreading.  Very  few  young  fish 
were  found  with  the  taint  of  the  disease  on  them. 
Although  the  snow  has  disappeared,  the  weather  con¬ 
tinues  unsettled,  with  keen  frosts  during  the  night. 
Anglers  have  done  nothing  as  yet  with  the  fly,  and  wo 
understand  that  the  few  trout  killed  have  been  by  the 
worm.  On  the  coast  the  fishing  also  showed  an  improve¬ 
ment.  In  the  end  of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of  the 
present  the  cobles  were  daily  at  the  nets.  The  yield 
on  each  occasion  was  from  two  to  eight  salmon  of  an 
average  weight  of  101b.  Last  week  from  the  Deveron 
and  adjacent  coast  the  total  quantity  of  fish  sent  to  the 
London  and  other  markets  was  16c wt.,  and  on  Monday 
of  this  week  lOcwt.  The  coast  fishing  to  the  east  of 
Banff — Gaidenstown  and  Pennaw — also  showed  an  im¬ 
provement.  The  consignments  to  the  markets  for  the 
week  was  five  boxes.  What  is  greatly  required  for  the 
river  and  sea  fishings  is  frequent  showers  of  rain  to 
dispel  the  frost  and  make  the  water  more  fresh  and  clean. 
— H.  W. 

Later. — The  improved  prospects  in  the  net  salmon 
fishings  in  the  Deveron  district  in  the  beginning  of 
last  week  were  soon  changed  by  the  sudden  alteration 
in  the  weather  so  prevalent  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 
The  water  in  the  river,  after  a  voluminous  spate,  which 
cleared  out  the  ddbris  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  was 
just  settling  down  to  its  normal  run,  when  a  storm,  un¬ 
precedented  in  its  character  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
swept  over  the  district.  The  wind  blow  in  gusts  from 
the  north,  with  biting  showers  of  hail  and  snow,  and  the 
frost  was  as  keen  as  that  felt  in  any  day  during  the 
whole  of  the  winter.  On  the  coast  the  sea  rose  to  a 
tremendous  height,  tossing  the  stake  nets  from  their 
anchorage  on  to  the  rocks.  Consequently  the  prospects 
on  the  river  that  were  brightening  were  again  reversed, 
and,  instead  of  twenty  to  forty  fish  daily,  as  was  the 
case  in  the  end  of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of  the 
present,  it  fell  to  only  a  few  fish.  Up  to  Saturday  last 
the  entire  catch  was  eleven  boxes  of  an  average  weight 
of  2cwt.  each,  consigned  to  the  markets  ;  but  on  Monday 
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only  one  box  was  the  total  from  both  river  and  sea. 
The  weather,  however,  has  again  settled,  and  the  nets 
are  getting  into  repair  on  the  coast,  and,  although  this 
fishing  has  been  very  poor  since  the  start,  is  expected 
to  take  a  turn  for  the  better.  Angling  has  been  at  a 
discount,  and  few  trout  have  been  killed  on  the  whole 
course  of  the  river  for  the  past  fortnight.  On  the 
Gardenstown  Coast  the  nets  shared  the  same  fate  as 
those  in  the  Deveron  district,  and  only  two  boxes  have 
been  consigned  to  the  markets  for  the  past  week. — 
H.  W. 

Don. — Trout  fishing  will  not  commence  for  some  time 
yet,  till  end  of  next  month  at  least ;  but  much  depends 
on  season.  The  weather  has  taken  a  very  mild  turn, 
and  the  genial  influence  of  the  warmth  will  induce  an 
early  fly.  Pew  salmon  are  being  got  to  the  rod,  but 
fairly  good  baskets  of  finnock  on  the  tidal  reaches  and 
cruives. — Don. 

Forss  (Caithness). — On  the  8th  inst.  the  Westfield 
rod  had  three  salmon,  of  81b.,  9Ib.,  9Jlb.  On  the  11th 
the  Forss  House  rod  had  one  salmon  ;  13th.  the  West- 
field  rod  had  two  salmon,  171b.  and  101b.  :  14th,  For.^s 
House  rod,  four  salmon,  one  of  which  weighed  171b. 
On  the  15th,  Westfield  rod  had  four  salmon,  91b  ,  9Jlb. , 
101b.,  1.31b  ;  and  on  the  17th,  two  salmon,  of  101b.  and 
81b.  These  fish  have  all  been  got  iu  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  of  the  river  below  the  falls. 

Garry  and  Loch  Oich  (Inverness-shire).— 
Sixty-three  fish  were  grassed  this  season.  Last  week 
showed  rather  an  improvement.  Water  is  lowering 
rapidly,  and  not  much  sign  of  rain,  glass  standing  very 
high.  Prospects  rather  indifferent. — Hison. 

Helladale  (Sutherlandshire). — On  the  21st  inst. 
the  Sandside  rod  had  a  salmon  of  51b.,  and  lost  another 
fish  on  No.  5  beat.  The  keeper  shot  a  cormorant  on 
the  river  the  same  day,  and  found  eight  smolts  and  itarr 
in  its  stomach  besides  the  remains  of  several  others. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — It  is  but  reasonable  fo 
conjecture  that  but  for  another  severe  outbreak  in  the 
weather,  in  the  shape  of  a  severe  snowstorm  accom¬ 
panied  by  hard  frost,  which  began  early  in  the  past 
week  and  continued  to  the  end,  much  better  sport  might 
have  to  be  chronicled.  As  it  is,  it  is  very  fair  under 
the  circumstances.  A  thaw  set  in  on  Sunday,  and  to-day 
(Monday)  the  snow  has  almost  entirely  disappeared,  and 
with  a  good  stock  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  a  continuance 
of  favourable  weather,  good  sport  may  be  looked  for. 
To-day  the  river  is  too  high  for  successful  angling,  but 
that  is  a  fault  that  will  soon  mend.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  the  following  is  the  record  :  On 
Monday,  the  13th,  Mr.  Frank  Hardoastle,  on  No.  6, 
landed  six  salmon;  No.  3  gave  one,  and  No  2  one.  On 
the  14th,  No.  6  gave  one.  and  on  No.  4  Mr.  Frank  Hard- 
castle  landed  one.  No.  3  gave  one,  and  No.  2  one.  On 
the  15th,  No.  G  gave  five  salmon,  No.  5  three  ;  on  No.  3 
Mr.  Frank  Hardcastle  had  four  salmon.  On  the  IGth, 
six  salmon  was  got  altogether  ;  on  the  17th,  five,  and  on 
the  18th,  eight,  of  which  Mr.  Hardoastle  got  four.  On 
the  20th,  I  have  only  heard  of  three  salmon  being 
landed.  Trout  fishing  has  been  tried,  but  nothing  is 
being  got,  which  seems  strange  at  this  date.  N.B. —Snow 
stopped  communication,  and  reports  reached  me  in  an 
incomplete  state. — S.  C. 

Inveran  Hotel  Waters  (InversMre,  N.B.). — 

The  angling  tenant  of  the  Shin  has  landed  the  following 
fish  in  the  lower  beats  since  last  reported,  viz.,  four 
salmon  on  Monday  week,  one  salmon  on  Tuesday,  one 
on  Friday,  and  one  on  Saturday.  On  Monday,  this  week, 
the  same  angler  landed  three  salmon,  and  on  Tuesday 
one.  The  river  has  been  rather  high.  No  heavy  fish 
have  yet  been  met  with  ;  the  average  weight  of  those 
enumerated  above  being  only  about  91b. — McB. 

Isla  (Perthshire). — On  Thursday  the  largest  yellow 
trout  ever  known  to  have  been  taken  in  the  Cupar 
Angus  district  was  killed  by  Mr.  P.  Robertson.  It  was, 
considering  the  season,  in  good  condition,  and  weighed 
61b.,  but  if  taken  in  July  would  have  weighed  consider¬ 
ably  more.  Its  length  was  25in.,  and  it  girthed  13iu. 
The  angler  had  fine  tackle,  and  the  fish  gave  fine  play. 
It  was  seized  by  the  river  watchers  as  an  unclean 
salmon,  but  they  had  to  give  it  up,  as  it  was  without 
doubt  a  common  river  trout. — Iasqair. 

Kenmon,  Loch  Tay  (N.B  ).— On  Monday,  March 
20,  on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  J.  G.  Cuthbert  caught 
newly  run  salmon  161b.  :  Mr.  Aitkin  JLitterellen,  two 
salmon,  191b.  and  161b.  On  the  2l3t,  Capt.  Finnie,  on 
the  reserved  water,  oaugnt  a  salmon  201b.  Loch  in 
good  ply.— Knight. 

Kinross  Fishing  Club. — The  annnal  general  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  members  of  the  Kinross  Pishing  Clnb  was 
held  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  when  Mr.  J.  Harris, 
vice-president,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good 
attendance.  The  financial  statement  was  submitted 
which  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
-  Robt.  B.  Laino. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Augustus  and  Invermoriston 
Beats). — On  the  Invermoriston  water  on  the  17th  Rev. 
Mr.  McNeil,  one  salmon,  181b.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  Sinclair 
one,  20lb.  From  Fort  Augustus,  Mr.  Davis  landed  two 
salmon,  181b.  and  211b.  ;  and  Mr.  Chisholm,  one,  141b., 
on  the  20th.  Nice  baskets  of  heavy  trout  are  got  by  the 
minnow.  Prospects  rather  good. — Hison. 

Loch  Ness  (from  Invermoriston  Hotel).  Mr.  Sinclair 
had  a  splendid  clean  salmon  of  26JU).  on  Saturday,  and 
a  12-pounder  on  Friday.  On  botli  days  good  baskets  of 
very  well-conditioned  trout  were  got.  Weather  not 
favourable  for  fishing.-  R.  Sinclair. 

Loch  Hauuoch  (from  Bunrannoch  Hotel).  —  Mr. 
.John  Douglas  caught  a  trout,  weighing  SJlb.  :  Mr. 
Duncan  Maegregor  caught  another,  weighing  5rllb. ; 
both  in  splendid  condition. — Mrs.  Macdonald. 

Loch  Tay. — March  17,  Col.  Dalton,  one  salmon, 
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191b. ;  Mr.  Frances,  two,  101b. .  101b.  ;  on  20bh,  two,  201b. , 
181b. ;  2l8t,  one,  151b. ;  18th,  Visconnt  Combermere  one, 
141b. :  20tli,  Albert  Smith  one,  221b.  ;  on  21st,  one, 
191b. ;  on  20th,  Mr.  Fraser,  one,  281b.  ;  21st,  one,  201b.  ; 
Mr.  Andrew  Smith,  one,  201b.  ICillin. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — On 
Saturday  week,  Mr.  Pyne,  fishing  from  the  Hotel, 
caught  two  salmon  weighing  91b.  and  lOlb.  on  beat  No.  0, 
and  Mr.  Maccance  a  20-pounder  on  beat  No.  4.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  Richardson,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  a  101b. 
salmon  on  beat  No.  3;  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Syro  Lodge,  two 
salmon,  of  101b.  and  121b.,  on  No.  2;  Mr.  Maccance, 
Bettyhill  Hotel,  three,  weighing  101b.,  91b.,  and  81b.,  on 
beat  No.  5;  and  Mr.  Delasalle,  Bettyhill  Hotel,  two,  of 
(lib.  and  91b.,  on  No.  4.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Maccance  and 
Mr.  Delasalle  grassed  a  10-pounder  each  ;  Mr.  Pyne,  one 
of  71b.  ;  and  Mr.  Simpson  one  of  91b.  On  Wednesday 
the  weather  was  so  stormy,  with  heavy  galea,  snow,  &c., 
that  anglers  could  not  venture  out.  Thursday  was  also 
a  boisterous  day,  nevertheless  Mr.  Simpson,  Bettyhill 
Hotel,  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  71b.,  91b.,  and 
81b.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Delasalle  canght  the  heaviest  fish 
landed  on  the  river  this  season — it  weighs  241b. — and 
another  weighing  Sib.,  both  on  beat  No.  2  ;  and  Mr. 
Simpson,  one  of  91b.  on  beat  No.  4.  Total  for  the  week, 
nineteen  salmon  aggregating  2201b.,  or  an  average  of 
over  11  Jib. — McB. 

Oich  River  (Captain  Ind’s  water).  Fort  Augustus. — 
On  Monday,  Mr.  Moore  landed  a  9-pounder.  This  is  the 
first  to  this  gentleman’s  rod  on  this  water  this  season. 
River  gradually  lowering. — Hison. 

Oykel  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — The  whole  of  the 
past  week  was  so  stormy  that  the  river  was  not  fished 
except  on  Monday,  when  the  Langwell  water  yielded  one 
salmon  of  6Ub.  on  Rock  Pool,  and  one  of  5Jlb.  on 
Narrows.  This  week  weather  beautiful  and  prospects 
good. — McB. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  genial  change  in  the 
weather  in  the  South  of  Scotland  this  week  has  brought 
about  considerable  improvement  in  the  angling.  The 
warm  and  bright  sunshine  caused  a  hatch  of  March 
Brown  Ply  on  Monday,  and  trout  took  the  artificial  fly 
well.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were  quite  like  summer  ; 
indeed,  we  had  few  such  fine  days  last  summer  as  we  are 
now  having  in  this  part  of  the  country. — The  Annan. — 
On  Monday,  in  the  Northfield  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Wallas, 
gunmaker,  Wigton,  had  a  splendid  basket  of  trout  with 
March  Brown  and  Black  Spider  Ply  ;  Mr.  Wallas  killed 
sixteen,  weighing  from  IJlb.  to  ilb.  On  Tuesday  and 
to-day  (Wednesday)  he  had  good  sport,  but  not  quite 
e(iual  to  that  of  Monday.  Mr.  Peter  London,  Annan, 
killed  in  Violet  Bank  stream  ten  trout  (yellows), 
all  nice  fish.  Mr.  London  found  the  Silver  Grey 
Spider  and  Silver  Body  the  most  killing  fly,  and  he  had 
a  few  with  March  Brown.  On  Tuesday  he  was  again 
successful  in  killing  some  five  oissix  trout  with  Hare  Lug. 
Mr.  McGiverin,  postmaster,  Annan,  killed,  in  an  hour, 
in  the  Brewery  stream,  on  Monday  night,  half  a  dozen 
yellow  trout,  one  of  which  was  a  fine  trout  in  capital 
order.  These  fish  were  caught  with  March  Brown  and 
Hare’s  Ear.  Mr.  Robert  Dixon,  baker,  canght  half  a 
dozen  in  the  stream  below  Annan  Bridge.  Mr.  Thomson 
and  Mr.  Nicholson,  North  Wales,  had  fair  sport  in  the 
lower  waters.  Mr.  John  Rae,  Bridge  Place,  hooked  a 
salmon  in  Craigdale,  but  lost  it  after  half  an  hour’s 
play.  The  same  angler  had  half  a  dozen  yellow  trout, 
with  Hare  Lug.  Mr.  Dame  London  killed  in  the  Brewery 
pool  on  Tuesday  six  yellow  trout,  all  nice  fish,  and  Mr. 
Alex  London  caught  five  with  March  Brown.  Mr. 
Law,  Glasgow,  had  a  few,  and  another  angler  four  trout. 
In  the  higher  waters,  Mr.  Bell  was  reported  as  having 
landed  a  fish  of  111b.  ;  in  the  Greonhill  water,  Mr.  Fair- 
bairn,  Glasgow,  a  new  fish,  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  A.  John¬ 
stone  Moffat  a  few  nice  yellow  trout,  weighing  up  to  Jib. 
each.  The  river  is  getting  too  clear  for  salmon  fishing. 
In  the  lower  pools  a  large  number  of  kelt  salmon  are  to 
seen  making  their  way  slowly  to  the  Solway. — The 
Nith. — The  Dumfries  Nith  is  not  affording  much 
sport  so  far,  although  I  hear  of  a  few  nice 
yellow  trout  being  killed  in  the  middle  waters. 
In  the  Thornhill  portion  yellow  trout  have  been  rising 
fairly  well  in  the  evenings  this  week,  but  salmon  fishing 
is  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the  clear  state  of  the  water.-  — 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — The  reports  from  the  Gallo¬ 
way  rivers  are  all  quiet  in  tone,  and  little  has  been 
done  of  late.  Yellow  trout  are  reported  to  be  getting 
into  splendid  order,  and  Easter  anglers  are  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  having  a  happy  time  of  it.  I  am  sorr3'  to  report 
that  the  salmon  disease  appears  to  be  making  headway 
in  all  the  district  rivers,  but  new  spring  fish  are  not  so 
liable  to  the  fungus.  Ttie  disease  appears  to  be  more 
among  the  spawned  salmon.  A  number  of  salmon 
poachers  were  before  the  sheriff  last  week  end,  and  were 
heavily  fined. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  for  the  week  up  to 
Wednesday  last  was  better  than  it  has  been  since  the 
season  opened,  but  is  still  very  far  short  of  what  it 
should  be.  High  westerly  winds,  assuming,  in  fact,  at 
times  the  fury  of  a  gale,  have  been  the  ruling  feature  of 
the  weather,  so  that  a  cast  was  only  possible  in  the 
more  sheltered  sections  of  the  river.  With  an  absence 
of  this,  and  a  more  uniform  size  of  water  sport  would 
have  been  much  more  satisfactory,  as  there  is,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  every  evidence  of  a  good  head  of  fish 
having  got  up  during  the  recent  semi-flood.  Kelts, 
although  still  troublesome,  all  migrating  seawards 
quickly.  Sport  last  week  was  best  on  the  reaches 
between  Aberlour  and  Blacksboat,  which  as  a  rule  fish 
best  from  early  in  April  to  the  middle  of  May.  In  the 
reaches  below  Aberlour  to  just  above  the  Duke’s 
netting  at  Orton,  thefi.shing  at  this  period  of  the  season 
is  usually  good,  but  up  to  the  present  it  has  been  the 


reverse.  In  a  measure  this  may  be  attributed  to  the 
quantity  of  snow  water  still  coming  down,  which  pre¬ 
vents  fish  from  rising  to  the  fly.  This  is  apparent  from 
the  fact  that  sport  last  week  was  nothing  to  what  it 
ought  to  have  been  with  the  fresh  run  of  fish  in  the 
water.  In  more  than  one  instance  the  fl.y  was  discarded 
for  the  artificial  minnow,  which  proved  deadly  where  the 
fly  had  failed.  On  this  day  week,  on  the  Pitcroy 
waters,  belonging  to  Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Bruce,  his  fisherman, 
Mr.  Duan,  killed  two,  weighing  71b.  and  111b.  ;  and  on 
the  Knockando  water,  Mr.  Falkner  killed  three  on 
Friday  (lObh),  weighing  Gib.,  61b.,  and  191b  ,  the  latter  a 
beauty ;  while  from  the  Laggan  water  on  Thursday, 
Colonel  Smith,  Minmore,  and  party,  landed  two,  of  8lh. 
and  181b.,  the  latter  also  a  fine  fish.  From  the  Carron 
Lodge  water,  on  the  10th  inst..  Sir  William  Gordon- 
Cumming,  of  Altyre,  grassed  one  of  151b.  ;  on  the 
day  following,  one  of  81b.  ;  and  on  the  Knockando 
water,  Mr.  Falkner,  one,  of  61b.,  on  Monday.  On 
this  day  week,  from  Mr.  Stewart-Menzie’s,  of  Cul- 
dares,  water  at  Aikenways,  Major  Grant,  of  Glen- 
grant,  landed  two  scaling  81b.  each,  and  on  Monday, 
another  of  the  same  weight  ;  and  Captain  Mao- 
lennan.  Fort  George,  one  of  101b.  :  Mr.  Falkner,  on 
Monday,  killed  one  of  81b.  on  his  water  at  Knockando  : 
and  on  Tuesday,  Colonel  Smith,  one  of  the  same 
weight  on  his  Laggan  water.  The  weather  continues 
very  unfavourable  for  the  net  fishing  on  the  coast,  the 
Duke’s  fishermen  having  only  been  ab  sea  three  or  four 
times.  The  average  weight  of  the  fish  netted  was  61b., 
and  heaviest  181b.  The  water  on  Wednesday  was  in 
fine  volume,  but  the  wind  was  as  high  as  ever.  Should 
it  fall  prospects  would  be  brighter. — J.  M. 

Later. — In  an  able  article  in  the  Gazette  on  spring 
salmon  fishings  b.v  “  Mac,”  he  says,  the  Spey,  over  the 
largest  extent  of  its  course,  usually  fishes  best  in 
March  and  April.  This  is  so,  and  when  I  say  that  the 
number  of  fish  caught  by  rod  on  any  one  reach  this 
season  could  be  counted  on  one’s  fingers,  some  idea  may 
be  gained  of  the  failui’e  of  the  spring  rod-fishing  up  to 
the  present  time.  When  writing  last  week  prospects 
looked  brighter,  but,  such  is  the  changeableness  of  the 
weather  that  within  twenty-four  hours  thereafter  wo  were 
launched  back  into  mid-winter  (.see  “  Scotch  Notes  ”)  and 
the  outlook  darker  than  ever.  Ever  since  the  water  has 
been  at  times  badly  coloured,  and  is  still  in  a  sort  of 
semi-flood  with  the  large  quantity  of  snow-water  coming 
down,  consequent  on  the  extreme  mildness  of  the  weather 
now  being  experienced.  Combined  with  frost  at  night 
and  bright  sunshine  during  the  day,  little  wonder  it  is, 
as  a  rule,  all  lures  proved  ineffectual,  and  that  the 
larger  rods  and  flies  were  abandoned  for  the  trout 
rod  and  smaller  flies,  with  the  result  that  a  few  finnock 
were  landed.  It  may  also  be  the  case  that  owing  to  the 
intensely  cold  nature  of  the  water  the  fish  are  not 
travelling  so  quickly  as  they  would  otherwise  do,  and 
thereby  fall  a  prey  to  the  netters.  Such  is  the  present 
state  of  matters,  and  what  the  prospects  for  the  next 
week  are  it  is  difficult  to  predict.  The  weather,  however, 
when  writing  was  delightful.  Apropos  of  the  trout¬ 
fishing  dispute,  a  correspondent  remarks  that  he  fails  to 
see  what  possible  harm  could  be  done  to  salmon-fishing 
by  legitimate  trout-fishing,  say  with  a  rod  twelve  or 
fourteen  feet  long,  and  the  finest  of  tackle.  On  Thurs¬ 
day,  on  the  Eastern  Elchies  water,  Mr.  McKinnon,  Lord 
Elgin’s  gamekeeper,  killed  a  salmon  of  71b.  ;  and  on 
Friday,  from  the  Pitcroy  Lodge  water,  Mr.  C.  M.  P. 
Burn  landed  one  of  similar  weight.  The  salmon-fishing 
on  the  coast  has  again  been  very  jioor,  owing  to  the 
stormy  weather  during  part  of  the  week.  The 
fish,  as  a  rule,  were  of  light  weight,  with  the  ex- 
exception  of  two,  weighing  28Jlh.  and  331b. 
respectively.  Prom  Lossiemouth,  a  friend  of  mine 
writes  that  a  large  number  of  the  fisher  people  are 
almost  starving,  owing  to  the  exceptionally  poor  fishing 
they  have  had  this  winter,  and  to  crown  all  the  harbour 
is  to  be  closed  at  the  end  of  April,  to  enable  the 
entrance  to  be  deepened,  a  step  which  will  add  to  the 
present  state  of  misery. — .1.  M. 

Tay  (Perth). — The  river  has  kept  pretty  steady 
during  the  week  and  sport  has  been  fairly  good.  Trout 
are  beginning  to  show  themselves  now,  taking  down  the 
March  Browns  which  come  on  on  favourable  days. 
On  the  Castle  Menzies  water  Lord  Strathallan  killed 
two  fish  on  Friday,  341b.  and  201b.  ;  and  Miss  Drum¬ 
mond  killed  one  of  01b.  on  the  Stanley  water.  One  was 
got  on  the  Taymount  water  by  the  keeper,  Mr. 
McIntosh.  On  the  Birnam  Hotel  water  Gen.  Owen 
Williams  killed  one  of  201b.,  and  on  Saturday  one  of 
181b.  Mr.  Mowat  killed  two  on  Stobhall  wat-r, 
161b.  and  101b.  A  fish  was  got  on  the  Scone  Palace 
water  by  the  boatmen.  On  the  Grandtully  water  Miss 
McPherson  killed  a  fish  of  301b.,  and  one  of  231b.  was 
got  by  Mr.  Roy,  the  keeper,  on  the  Dalguise  water  on 
'Tuesday.  On  Wednesday  Miss  Drummond  killed  three 
fish  on  the  Redgoston  water,  201b.,  71b.,  and  51b. 
Mr.  Hunter  had  five  whitling  on  the  free  water  on 
Saturday.  Tummel :  Mr.  McNaughton  killed  a  fish  of 
331b.  on  the  Bonstreed  water. 

Thurso  and  Lochmore  (Brawl  Castle). — A  good 
thaw  set  in  on  Sunday,  and  by  Monday  morning  the 
most  of  the  snow  had  disappeared.  The  river  rose  about 
2ft.  ;  by  Monday  afternoon  it  was  running  a  nice  clear 
colour.  Lochmore  was  also  pretty  high.  One  rod  tried 
the  loch  on  Monday,  and  killed  two  fine  fish,  the 
heaviest  191b.  One  rod  tried  it  again  on  Tuesday,  and 
killed  four,  the  heaviest  191b.  On  Monday,  No.  8  beat 
(the  Linn)  gave  five  fish,  the  heaviest  221b.  ;  No.  6  gave 
one,  with  tide  lice  on  it.  On  Tuesday  No.  8  beat  gave 
two  fish,  and  No.  6  gave  one  fresh  run  fish.  The  river 
is  in  tip-top  trim,  and,  as  a  fresh  lot  of  fish  have  come 
up,  good  sport  may  be  expected  for  the  next  few  days. 


The  most  of  the  earlier  run  are  in  Lochmore,  and  should 
the  anglers  elect  to  fish  there  instead  of  the  river  beats, 
success  is  pretty  certain.  The  Thurso  Canary  is  the 
best  killing  fly,  but  should  the  weather  continue  fine 
some  of  the  standard  patterns,  such  as  Stevenson, 
Parson  Wilkinson,  Popham,  &c.,  will  be  used.  Later. — ■ 
Several  fish  were  seen  passing  Brawl  this  evening,  but 
they  would  not  look  at  the  fly. — A.  H. 

Tweed. — The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been 
too  bright,  and  the  atmosphere  too  frosty,  to  allow  of  sue* 
cessful  salmon  angling  to  any  extent,  and  the  captures 
made  have  been  exceedingly  few.  The  long  spell  of  hard 
dry  weather  at  this  season  of  the  year  has  caused  all 
the  rivers  in  the  Tweedside  to  run  in  very  small,  and 
the  gauge  at  Kelso  Bridge  marks  the  river  at  a  very  low 
ebb.  In  fact  it  is  lower  at  the  present  time  than  we 
ever  remember  seeing  it  at  the  same  period  in  any 
former  season  for  some  years  back.  During  the  sunny 
hours  of  the  day  the  common  trout  are  to  be  seen  rising, 
and  a  few  small  baskets  have  already  been  got  with  the 
fly,  but  the  cold  March  winds  are  militating  much 
against  this  sort  of  sport.  Since  last  report, 
and  up  to  the  present  time  (Wednesday),  we 
have  only  heard  of  two  or  three  salmon  having 
been  got  on  the  angling  water  on  the  Tweed.  On  the 
21st  inst.,  on  the  Floors  Castle  upper  waters,  Mr. 
Charles  Perkins,  the  lessee,  killed  three  fine  spring 
salmon,  weighing  respectively  71b.,  91b.,  and  101b.  On 
the  Teviot,  however,  on  Thursday  last,  Mr.  Adam 
Elliot,  Caverton,  had  a  capital  day,  killing  no  fewer  than 
four  fish.  These  consisted  of  two  nice  clean  salmon  of 
8 Jib.  and  4.Jlb.  respectively,  a  grilse  of  41b.,  and  a  sea- 
trout.  Previous  to  this  he  had  two  salmon,  of  71b.  and 
81b.  Last  season,  on  the  same  river,  this  gentleman 
killed  five  fish  in  one  day,  and,  curious  to  relate,  the 
date  of  these  captures  was  only  a  few  days  later  than 
those  above  mentioned.  Th^'re  seems  to  be  a  great 
scarcity  of  clean  run  spring  fish  all  over  the  middle  and 
lower  reaches,  and  this  is  the  more  strangle  seeing  the 
splendid  opportuuities  fish  had  to  ascend  the  rivers 
some  time  back.  Diseased  fish  are  also  seen  now  and 
again  in  both  Tweed  and  'I’eviot,  but  not  to  such  an 
extent  as  during  last  spring.  'The  net  fishings  on  the 
coast  and  on  the  river  stations  are  also  miserably  poor, 
and  a  good  flood — of  which,  however,  there  seems  little 
prospect  at  present — is  sadly  wanted  to  improve  fishing 
all  round. — Maxwheel. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — The  water  is  falling  low  again.  The 
snow  broth  in  the  stream  towards  the  close  of  last  week 
affected  the  rising  of  the  trout.  Since  the  snow  water 
cleared  away,  the  weather  has  been  bright  in  the  day 
time  with  chilling  frosts  at  night.  I  have  details  of  a 
good  many  baskets,  none  of  which  exceed  more  than 
half-a-dozen  small  fish.  Plenty  of  rain  is  required.  'The 
taking  flies  are  March  Brown  and  Cowdung. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone).  —  Since  the  season 
opened,  the  16th  inst.,  scarcely  anything  has  been  done, 
the  weather  being  very  unfavourable.  The  water  is  at 
a  nice  height,  but  the  presence  of  snow  broth  is  sup¬ 
posed  ro  have  rendered  the  trout  sulky.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  John  Mills,  Benburb,  killed  a  brace  of  three-quarter 
pounders,  and  lost  several  good  fish. 

Boyne  (Navan). — River  getting  very  low  and 
bright,  owing  to  the  continuation  of  white  frosts  and 
clear,  calm  days.  Very  few  fish  were  got  last  week  in 
consequence,  and  blank  days  were  the  rule.  Mrs.  Laing 
and  friends,  staying  at  the  Russel  Arms,  had  a  few, 
and  Capt.  Cunlift'e  also  got  some.  Yesterday  Mr.  F.  H. 
Woodroffe  had  a  very  nice  fish  of  171b.  on  the  lower 
Black  Castle  water.  Weather  still  very  bright. — Blue 
Hackle. 

Bundrowes  River  and  Lougch  Melvin. — Heavy 
snowstorms  all  through  the  past  week,  and  fishing  at  a 
standstill.  Mr.  A.  Scott,  fishing  Lough  Melvin,  killed 
two  trout  (ferox)  81b.  and  51b.,  and  lost  a  salmon  same 
day. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Crossgar  (co.  Down). — Since  my  last  report, 
nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  has  occurred  on  this  water. 
The  Kilmore  reaches  this  week  were  w'ell  frequented  by 
local  sportsmen  and  anglers  from  Belfast,  but  the  bags 
made  are  not  worth  recording.  All  over  this  county  a 
miserable  start  has  been  made  this  season. — J.  H.  B. 

Zion^li  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  abnormally  poor.  During  the  past 
week  Colonel  F.  Rogers  has  had  four  salmon:  121b., 
111b.,  111b.,  and  101b. ;  and  M.  Healy,  one,  121b.  On  a 
couple  of  days  the  weather  was  rather  wild,  but  on 
the  whole  it  has  been  favourable  enough,  and  it  is 
strange  that  sport  has  not  been  better  as  the  salmon 
are  reported  to  be  numerous  on  the  principal  angling 
courses. — 'Thos.  J.  Denneht. 

Loug'h.  Neagh.. — Since  the  trout-netting  season 
opened  the  fishers  have  done  well,  and  lake  trout  up  to 
151b.  were  taken  on  the  Antrim  shores.  Pollen  are 
getting  more  plentiful,  but  a  great  traffic  in  undersized 
fish  is  being  carried  on.  A  few  nights  ago  a  party  of 
bailiffs  surprised  three  or  four  boats  which  had  just 
landed  on  her  'Tyrone  shores,  and  seized  some  hundreds 
of  pollan  below  eight  inches  in  length.  Prosecutions 
against  the  fishers  have  been  instituted. — J.  H.  B. 

Mourne  and.  Strule  (Co.  Tyrone). — The  angling 
season  opens  on  this  favourite  river  on  April  1.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  past  close  season  the  river  and 
its  tributaries  have  been  in  flood,  and,  judging  from 
indications  all  round,  a  good  start  may  be  expected. 
Trout  appear  plentiful  on  the  reaches  in  the  vicinity 
below  Newtonstewart  and  on  up  the  river  to  Omagh. 
For  visitors  intending  to  patronise  this  river,  I  know  of 
no  better  flies  manufactured  by  White,  of  Omagh,  and. 
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indeed,  for  the  Tyrone  rivers  generally  they  are  un¬ 
surpassed. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina). — River  and  lakes  are 
now  in  good  order,  and  fish  are  running  fairly  well.  Some 
capital  sport  ought  to  be  got  the  Easter  week,  with  both 
salmon  and  trout.  Mr.  McGloin  one  fish  131b.  On  the 
lifih  inst.  your  correspondent  killed  a  nice  fish  weighing 
12|lb.,  and  on  Wednesday,  at  Pontoon  Bridge,  he  had 
two  weighing  111b  and  lOJlb.,  and  three  trout  weighing 
•Ijlb.,  all  with  salmon  flies.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  John 
(Irigh  had  a  nice  fish  weighing  141b.  and  three  trout 
3.ilb. — Frank  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — 

Not  very  much  to  report  in  the  way  of  sport  this  week, 
but  we  hope  soon  to  have  more  encouraging  accounts. 
.Tack  Johnson  has  killed,  above  the  bridge,  a  springer  of 
17Jlb.,  and  he  lost  two  others  same  day.  Col.  Willans 
has  arrived  here  for  the  salmon  fishing,  and  Major  Tre- 
herne  has  returned  from  London,  whither  he  had  gone 
some  ten  days  ago.  Some  of  the  natives,  who,  for  want 
of  any  occupation,  spend  a  few  hours  daily  about  the 
bridge,  were  rather  amused  to-day  watching  the  antics 
of  several  freshly-run  salmon  disporting  themselves  in 
the  excavations  above  the  bridge.  It  was  interesting 
to  watch  the  movements  of  the  fish,  which  could  bo 
seen  as  plainly  as  if  they  were  in  a  glass  tank,  swimming 
about  in  the  shallow  water. — S.  J.  Hurley  (March  22). 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries. — We  had  a  continuance 
of  good  sport  all  last  week  on  the  upper  waters,  but  the 
past  few  days  this  week  we  have  bright  sun  all  day  with 
easterly  winds,  and  frost  at  night,  most  unfavourable  to 
angling.  On  the  Glenaheiry  waters  on  the  9th,  Mr. 
John  Graham  landed  a  salmon  16Jlb. ;  13th,  Lord  Ash- 
town,  one  19Jlb.  ;  15th.  one  21.ilb.,  and  Mr.  John 
Graham,  one  of  ]9^1b.  ;  16th,  Lord  Ashtown  two,  IGlb. 
and  91b.,  all  with  fly.  On  Hymenstown  waters,  Mr. 
Conran  got  a  salmon  of  101b.  on  the  13th,  and  one  of 
91b.  on  14th. — Richd.  Bradford. 


Fifth  Annual  Angling  Competition,  in  Aid  of 
THE  Funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society, 
and  Convalescent  Home  Funds. — On  the  19th, 
413  tickets  were  registered  before  gun  fire.  Result : — 

I.  H.  Haines  (Good  Intent).  41b.  Joz.  ;  2,  6.  Etherington 
(Peokham  Brothers),  11b.  13oz.  ;  3,  J.  Stidpholf  (Peckham 
Brothers),  lOJoz.  ;  4,  W.  Gibbs  (Anglers’  Pride),  lOjOz. ; 
5,  W.  Taverner  (Eustonians),  lOoz.  :  6,  C.  E.  James 
((Jood  Intent),  6Joz. ;  7,  G.  Pulham  (Good  Intent),  6;jOz. ; 
8,  E.  Boorman  (South  London),  6ioz. ;  9,  Roland  (Wal- 
tonians),  5joz.  ;  10,  Bass  (Brothers  Well  Met),  5Joz.  ; 

II,  J.  Randall  (Anglers’  Pride),  5Joz. ;  12,  G.  Willsher 
(Stepney),  4Joz.  ;  13,  J.  Savage  (Anglers’  Pride).  4joz.  ; 
14,  J.  Pleydell  (Hearts  of  Oak),  4.j^oz.  ;  15,  J.  Griffiths 
(Havelock),  3ioz.  ;  16,  W.  Richai-dson  (Dalston),  3ioz,  ; 
17,  W.  Knight  (Buxton  Brothers),  2ioz.  The  remaining 
fifteen  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  26th  in  the  same 
water,  same  boundary,  .same  conditions.  Winners 
barred.  Fresh  entries  will  be  allowed.  The  special 
trains  will  run  as  before,  9  o’clock  from  Liverpool- 
street  in  the  morning,  7  o’clock  from  the  Bye  House  in 
the  evening.  I  have  received  with  thanks  the  follow¬ 
ing  amounts  ;  Amicable  Excelsior,  123.  ;  Alma,  3s.  ; 
St.  Thomas’s,  Is.  ;  Peckham  Brothers,  43.  ;  North  Lam¬ 
beth,  43. ;  Lord  Palmeston,  Ss. ;  Woolwich  Brothers, 
53.  :  Havelock,  10s. ;  Greenwich,  23.  ;  Penge,  23. ; 
Bloomsbury  Brothers,  la.  ;  Buxton  Brothers,  6s. ;  The 
Oak,  4s. ;  North  London,  93.  ;  South  London,  Is.  ; 
Walworth  Waltonians,  an  electro  cruet ;  W.  H.  Beckett, 
10.3.  6d. ;  Good  Intent,  lOs.  6d. ;  making  their  prize  .£1  Is. 
In  my  last  report  the  prize  credited  to  the  Havelock 
should  have  been  to  Mr.  B.  Williams,  'The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — S.  Malby,  sec. 

Avon  and  Erme  Fishery  District.  —  Trout 
fishing  in  the  Rivers  Avon  and  Erme  commenced  on 
March  1,  and  terminates  on  September  30.  Salmon 
fishing,  with  rod  and  line,  commences  in  the  River 
Avon  on  May  2,  and  in  the  River  Erme  on  April  5,  and 
terminates  in  both  rivers  on  Nov.  29.  The  charge  for 
licences  is  :  For  salmon,  whole  season,  20s.  each ;  for 
trout,  whole  season,  lOs.  each  ;  for  trout,  one  week,  5s. 
each;  for  trout,  one  day,  23.  each.  A  salmon  licence 
covers  trout  fishing.  Any  person  found  fishing  in  any 
waters  in  this  district  without  having  previously  ob¬ 
tained  a  licence  will  be  prosecuted.  Licences  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Stanford  Perrott,  Fore-street,  Kings- 
bridge ;  Messrs.  Jeffery  and  Son,  12,  George-street, 
Plymouth  ;  Messrs.  Hoarder  and  Son,  195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Thomas,  saddler,  Ivybridge  ; 
Messrs.  C.  and  R.  Brooks,  10,  Edgecombe-streot,  Stone- 
house  :  Mrs.  Peathyjohns,  Avon  Hotel,  Avonwick ;  Mr. 
Roseveare,  The  Hotel,  Kingsbridge-road  Station  ;  Mr. 
John  Ford,  boot  and  shoe  maker,  Ermington ;  Mr. 
William  Arscott.  Royal  Oak  Hotel,  South  Brent ;  Mr. 
W.  Davies,  Pack  Horse  Hotel,  South  Brent ;  Mr.  A. 
Peachy,  Carew  Arms,  South  Brent  ;  Mr.  Henry  Bundle, 
Turk’s  Head,  Loddiawell ;  Mrs.  C.  Horswill,  Sun  Inn, 
Dipfford ;  Messrs.  Lakeman  and  Son,  Stamp  Office, 
Modbury,  or  of  the  clerk  of  the  oonaervators,  Mr. 
AVm.  Beer,  solicitor,  Kingsbridge.  Persons  wishing  to 
exchange  season  trout  licences  for  salmon  licences 
may  be  credited  with  the  amount  paid  in  respect  of  the 
trout  licence.  No  fishing  is  allowed  with  minnow,  or 
with  any  artificial  bait  except  fly,  until  after  July  31, 
nor  with  worm  until  after  May  16.  All  fish  taken  below 
Shipley  Bridge,  on  the  Avon,  and  Harford  Bridge,  on 
the  Erme,  not  exceeding  7in.  in  length,  are  to  be  put 
back  into  the  water.  Fishing  on  Sundays  is  prohibited. 
The  water  bailiffs  have  orders  to  report  any  infraction 
of  these  rules  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoard.  Agents  are 
requested  to  till  in  the  dates  and  names,  and  sign  each 
licence  before  issuing  the  6.ame. — By  Order  of  the  Board 
William  Beer,  e’erk. 


SOME  NEW.  THINGS  PEOM  MR. 
WALBRAN,  OF  LEEDS. 


AYe  are  able  this  week  to  ask  our  readers,  who 
would  like  to  know  where  they  can  get  a  double 
taper  trout  reel-line,  dressed  under  the  air-pump, 
as  recommended  by  Mr.  Halford  and  Mr. 
Hawksley,  to  send  to  Mr.  Walbran  for  particulars 
of  the  new  “  Detached  Badger  ”  dry  fly-line.  It 
is  a  luxury,  and,  like  most  luxuries,  expensive  ; 
but  it  is  worth  sending  21s.  for  one  on  approval. 
We  do  not  think  it  will  be  returned  to  Mr. 
Walbran. 

The  dressing  is  about  as  perfect  as  it  is 
possible  to  be  made  ;  the  action  of  the  air-pump 
presses  it  right  into  the  material  of  the  lines,  and 
we  are  not  surprised  to  hear  that  this  new  line 
has  already  a  very  large  sale. 

]\Ir.  Walbran  is  now  sole  agent  for  the  Marston 
Dry-Fly  Docket  Case,  and  has  just  brought  out  a 
new  and  cheap  edition  of  it.  It  is  made 
to  hold  a  large  quantity  of  flies  on  eyed 
hooks,  and  has  also  compartments  for  flies 
tied  on  gut,  and  a  box  for  fine  gut  ends.  It 
sells  at  12s.  6d.  and  1.5s.  It  takes  up  very 
little  room  in  the  pocket,  and  we  may  say, 
from  our  own  experience  of  it,  that  it  answers 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed.  For 
those  who  do  not  want  such  a  highly  finished 
line  as  the  “  Detached  Badger,”  Mr.  Walbran 
informs  us  he  is  dressing  in  pure  oil,  and  by  the 
same  process,  a  line,  which  he  calls  the  “  Sande- 
man,”  vide  “  By  Hook  and  by  Crook.”  This  line 
is  sold  at  2|d.  per  yard.  We  are  also  glad  to  state 
that  Mr.  Walbran  has  taken  up  the  sole  agency 
for  the  Marston  hardwood  rods,  and  are  quite 
certain  that  any  he  turns  out  will  give  satisfac¬ 
tion.  Prices  are  from  17s.  6d.  to  flOs,,  according 
to  finish. 

Mr.  Dalzell,  the  rod  maker,  of  St.  John’s,  New 
Brunswick,  has  appointed  Mr.  Walbran  sole  agent 
in  the  United  Kingdom  for  his  built  trout  and 
salmon  rods. 

We  can  confidently  advise  inquirers  to  send  to 
Mr.  Walbran  for  prices  of  his  special  gut  casts 
and  other  novelties. 


iEotes  anlr  (J^usrles 


Major  the  Hon.  F.  Le  Poer  Trench,  fishing 
on  the  Suir,  on  March  11,  from  Clenahera 
Lodge,  Clonmel,  killed  on  the  fly,  with  sing'e  eut, 
a  fresh  run  spring  salmon,  weighing  34^1b. ; 
length,  42|in. ;  girth,  23|iu.  A  magnificent  fish. 


We  see  from  the  Western  Chronicle  that, 
fishing  recently  in  the  Frome  (Dorset),  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Fortescue  caught  a  381b.  salmon,  Mr. 
Montagu  Guest  one  of  301b.,  and  Mr.  Fane  one 
of  2.51b. 


The  “Ship”  at  Halliford. — Boating  men  and 
fishermen  will  alike  deplore  the  loss  of  a  time- 
honoured  name  from  the  list  of  cosy  hostelries 
on  the  Thames.  The  “  Ship,”  at  Halliford,  will 
remain,  certainly,  but  “  Stone’s,”  as  it  has  been 
known  for  as  long  as  most  people  now  living  can 
remember,  will  cease  to  exist  next  month,  when 
Mrs.  Stone  and  her  family  leave  the  old  house 
where  they  have  spent  their  lives  till  now,  and 
where  they  have  made  W'elcome  and  comfortable 
innumerable  boating  and  fishing  parties  for  years 
upon  years.  The  “  Ship  ”  has  been  in  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  Stone  family  for  over  seventy  years, 
and  the  departure  of  its  present  genial  and  kindly 
hostess  with  her  daughters  will  cause  a  blank 
among  the  riverside  houses  of  entertainment  not 
easily  filled.  I  am  glad  to  say,  however,  that 
we  fishermen,  at  any  rate,  may  still  look  forward 
to  indulging  in  Mrs.  Stone’s  hospitality  under 
another  roof,  not  so  very  far  off,  as  in  a  very  few 
weeks  she  will  be  in  possession  of  the  “  Red 
Lion,”  at  Farningham,  where  I  trust  many  of 
her  old  Thames  friends  will  make  a  point  of 
visiting  her  as  often  as  may  be,  and  conveying  to 
her  and  daughters  the  latest  local  news  concerning 
Walton,  Weybridge,  Chertsey,  Shepperton,  and 
many  another  riverside  resort. — L. 


•  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Amateur. — Cooper  and  Sons,  Radnor-street, 
St.  Luke’s,  London. 


CorrespoitUtncE 

[TFe  do  not  hold  oiirselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents i] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

FLY-FISHING  FOR  THAMES  TROUT. 

Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  a  few  hints  as  to  fly-fishing  for  trout  on  the 
Thames?  I  want  to  know  a  few  likely  spots  not 
too  far  up  the  river,  also  what  ilies  to  use. — 
Y’ours  faithfully.  Tyro. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  AUSTRIAN 
'J’YROL. 

Dear  Sir, — “  Ftrox  ”  would  be  much  obliged 
for  any  information  through  the  Fishing  Gazette 
as  to  trout  fishing  in  the  Austrian  Tyrol,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Munich ;  with  cost  of 
living,  which  must  be  moderate.  Party  con¬ 
sists  of  three  grown-up  and  two  children.  T'he 
time  of  the  visit  would  be  from  middle  of  June 
to  end  of  August. 

ATlla  Victorine,  Banastron,  Cabbii- 
Roquebrune,  Alpes  Maritimes,  France. 


A  PHEASANTRY  QUERY. 

My  Dear  Sir, — Can  you  supply  me  with  the 
address  of  anyone  who  has  a  “  Pheasantry  ”  for 
rearing  up  of  Amhurst  and  Golden  pheasants. — 
Y^ours  truly',  W.  L.  Cl'.mhins. 

63,  Haymarket,  London,  S.W. 


A  CANNIBAL  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Fishing  on  the  Dart  on  Saturday 
last,  I  saw  a  large  fish  on  the  shallows  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  and,  throwing  over 
him,  a  ^Ib.  trout  took  my  fly.  The  big  fish 
followed  him,  circling  round  and  dashing  at  him, 
until,  when  about  ten  yards  from  me,  he  seized  it 
traversly,  and  hung  on  till  both  were  in  the 
net.  The  cannibal  weighed  21b.  lloz.,  was  20in. 
long,  and  llin.  in  girth.  I  have  fished  for  fifty- 
five  years  and  never  had  or  heard  of  a  similar 
experience. — Yours  very  truly, 

E.  Penwaine-Wellings. 


WEIGHT  OF  FISH. 

Sir, — It  is  surprising  how  quickly  pike  increase 
in  weight  in  this  neighbourhood.  Some  time 
ago  one  was  caught  here  which  weighed  17lb., 
and  inside  was  found  31b.  of  lead.  Another  was 
caught  here  a  few  days  since  which  scaled  141b., 
according  to  the  St.  Heofs  Advertiser,  but  1  see  in 
Angling  it  has  increased  to  171b.  Question,  Did 
the  gentleman  who  caught  it,  bait  with  the  same 
kind  of  bait  as  the  other  was  caught  with  ?  Last 
year  a  noted  piscator  of  this  town  went  jaek- 
fishing,  and,  to  find  the  depth,  secured  a  41b. 
brass  weight  to  a  line  and  let  it  down,  when  a 
large  jack  seized  it,  and,  after  a  hard  fight,  the 
gentleman  succeeded  in  securing  his  brass  weight, 
i  wonder  if  this  was  one  of  the  fish  caught 
named  above,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  fond  of 
metal. — I  am,  &c.,'  Orserver. 


PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 


A  HIGH-CLASS  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZINE  FOR 
GENILEWOMEN. 


Api(iL  mmi\ 

READY  MONDAY,  MARCH  27th. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  &  CO., 
St.  DunYan'.3  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street. 
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THE  BOOK  OF  THE  ROACH. 

By  the  Late  John  Geeville  Fennell. 
Edited  and  Revised  by  John  Bickebdyke. 
{Continued  from  page  186.) 


CHAPTER  VIII. — continued. 

Ground-baiting  on  the  Trent. — On  this 
river,  -which  we  consider  as  typical,  or  representa¬ 
tive,  as  the  Thames  or  Lea,  there  is  a  great 
aversion  to  use  any  clay  or  mud  to  sink  the 
ground-bait.  I  f  ivheat  and  malt  are  used  for  bait, 
the  ground-bait  is  usually  brewer’s  grains,  or 
sometimes  only  a  few  pellets  of  the  hook  bait 
thrown  in  ;  if  gentles  are  used,  a  few  are  thrown 
in  some  yards  above,  so  as  to  settle  about  the 
place  the  float  travels  over,  and  if  lobworms  are 
employed,  a  few  are  chopped  up  into  very  small 
pieces  and  thrown  in  as  above ;  red  worms  are 
used  in  the  same  manner,  but  it  must  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  the  Nottingham  roach  fisher  allows 
his  gossamer  line  and  light  float  to  travel  in  the 
clear  water  ten  or  fifteen  yards  below  the  spot  he 
stood  upon,  and  will  then  hit  the  majority  of 
bites  with  ease  and  certainty. 

Boiled  Bice  is  often  extremely  useful,  as  it 
swells  enormously,  and  is  very  adhesive  when 
used  with  bran  and  pollard.  It  may  be  added 
with  advantage  to  any  ground-bait. 

Mr.  Joseph  Briggs,  in  the  Fieid  of  Aug.  7, 1869, 
speaking  of  a  great  day  among  the  roach  in  the 
Trent,  says,  “  I  never  bait  a  hole,  as  I  consider 
it  somewhat  unsportsmanlike,  by  enabling  the 
fisherman  to  take  too  many  fish  at  one  time.” 
The  take  on  this  occasion  was  100  roach,  some 
weighing  one  pound  each.  This  axiom  is  very 
well  for  the  Trent,  where  the  fish  are  far  more 
numerous  in  proportion  to  the  area  of  water,  than 
they  are  in  the  Thames,  Lea,  or  any  Metropolitan 
TN'ater,  and  we  certainly  consider  that  there  is  no 
great  magnanimity  in  abstaining  from  ground- 
bait  when  it  is  proved  to  be  unnecessary  ;  wo  may 
say,  however,  that  we  are  not  acquainted  with 
any  place  on  the  Thames  or  Lea  where  a  tenth  of 
the  above  number  of  fine  roach  could  be  captured 
without  it. 

Colonel  Williamson’s  ground-bait  consisted  of 
oatmeal  browned  over  the  fire,  and  afterwards 
worked  up  to  a  stiff  paste  with  treacle.  Pieces 
the  size  of  a  small  marble  are  thrown  in  near  the 
hook,  and  in  some  waters  it  is  remarkably 
effective. 

Overdosing  the  fish  with  ground-bait  is  a  farce, 
opposed  both  in  theory  and  practice  to  every 
notion  of  common  sense.  Men  do  not  surfeit 
themselves  before  they  sit  down  to  dinner,  and  to 
give  fish  as  much  as  they  can  eat  of  greaves, 
worms,  gentles,  and  bread,  before  you  invite  them 
to  partake  of  a  worm  suspiciously  suspended  on  a 
hook  attached  to  a  lino,  is  equally  absurd.  How 
such  a  system  could  have  lasted  so  long  amongst 
a  class  of  men  who  really  do  occasionally  think 
for  themselves,  are  fond  of  arguing  with  each 
other,  and  who  endeavour  to  come  to  a  just  con¬ 
clusion,  is  one  of  the  contradictions  which  prove 
how  fallible  is  poor  human  nature. 

Upon  one  occasion  a  gentleman  and  his  fisher¬ 
man  were  angling  from  his  ]iunt  at  Marlow,  and 
wo  were  fishing  from  the  bank.  He  had  a  great 
tub  of  ground-bait,  of  which  he  most  liberally 
cast  in  large  balls  to  propitiate  the  roach,  dace, 
and  chub.  Vet  they  would  not  come  to  hook. 
During  this  time  wo  could  hear  all  the  angler 
uttered,  and  the  words  were  something  to  this 
effect :  ”  Give  them  another  lump  of  ground-bait. 
Bob.  They  don’t  come  about  us,  do  you  think 
you  have  put  enough  worms  in  it  ?  Perhaps  the 
bran  is  sour.  Bob ;  or  maybe,  Bob,  the  bread  is 
musty.  I  don’t  fancy  the  greaves.  Bob,  are  as 
good  as  they  u.sed  to  be;  this  new-fangled 
hydraulic  pressure  work  I  am  told  the  tallow- 
chandlers  use,  extracts  every  bit  of  fat,  and  leaves 
but  skin  and  rubbi-h.  Give  them  another  lump. 
Bob:  that  gentleman  is  taking  some  good  roach 
and  chub  from  the  bank.” 

And  so  we  were,  for  although  they  had  one  of 
the  best  swims  at  Marlow,  we  thoroughly  beat 
them  by  the  most  simple  of  plans,  and  for  the  most 
natural  of  reasons.  We  were  sitting  out  of  sight 
of  the  fish  as  a  matter  of  course,  at  the  head  of  a 
very  quiet,  steady  stream,  about  four  feet  deep, 
using  a  light  Nottingham  line,  a  small  float,  and 
baiting  with  paste  made  with  wheaten  tlour  and  a 


little  honey.  Every  now  and  then  we  chewed  a 
little  bread,  and  blew  it  from  our  mouth  into  the 
water.  This  was  (|uite  sufficient  to  attract  the 
notice  of  our  fish,  without  pampering  them,  and 
when  the  bait  floated  down  they  were  on  the  qui 
vive,  and  quite  ready  for  it ;  and  thus  nearly 
every  swim  we  got  a  bite,  and  about  every  three 
swims  took  a  fish  of  some  sort,  big  or  little.  We 
met  this  gentleman  at  the  Complete  Angler,  at 
dinner,  the  same  night,  and  he,  on  recognising  us, 
inquired  what  we  had  baited  with.  We  told  him 
truly  what  we  had  thrown  in,  and  what  we  covered 
our  hook  with.  ITe  rang  the  bell,  sent  for  his 
fisherman,  and  told  him  what  we  had  just  com¬ 
municated.  Bob  scratched  his  head,  desired  to  see 
our  fish,  which  were  fetched  in.  After  turning 
over  several  roach  of  more  than  a  pound  each,  and 
dace  galore,  he  exclaimed,  “  If  my  father  was  to 
rise  from  his  grave,  and  tell  me  them  fish  were 
taken  as  that  ere  gent  says,  I’d  tell  him  he  was  a 

- ”  “  There,  that  will  do  !  ”  cried  the  angler. 

“  Bob,  leave  the  room.”  Bob  did  leave  the  room, 
but  only  to  tell  the  fishermen  in  the  kitchen  what 
he  had  heard  in  the  parlour,  and  there  was  but  one 
opinion  among  these  sapient  and  long-experienced 
men — that  we  had  walked  away  from  the  truth. 
But,  if  not  taken  in  this  way,  how  were  they 
taken  ?  We  were  in  sight  of  more  than  one  punt 
the  whole  of  the  time,  and  not  a  boat  came  in  on 
that  day  with  more  than  a  few  small  fish. 

The  fact  is,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  puntsman 
to  make  angling  as  cumbersome  as  possible. 
Lighten  it  of  its  half  hundi’edweight  of  clay, 
quarterns  of  bread,  pecks  of  gentles,  and  hundreds 
of  worms,  and  a  punt  is  scarcely  necessary.  How 
is  it  on  almost  every  other  river  in  England  but 
the  Thames  ?  On  the  Trent  a  punt  with  an 
angler  therein  is  scarcely  to  be  seen  between  Bid- 
dulph  and  Gainsboro,  and  it  will  hardly  be  said 
that  those  who  wield  the  rod  over  silvery  Trent 
have  not  well  earned  the  right  to  be  heard  upon 
such  a  subject. 

“  When  fishing  with  boiled  wheat,  &c.,  a  similar 
practice  may  be  adopted  to  that  spoken  of  in  paste 
or  gentle  fishing.  G  rains  may,  however,  be  thrown 
in  instead  of  wheat  or  barley,  as  the  former 
separate  better  in  the  water,  and  do  not  clog  in 
lumps.  Angling  with  worms  in  the  same  way, 
the  worms  for  ground-bait  should  be  almost 
minced.” — Bailey. 

[Nottingham  anglers  place  four  or  five  worms 
in  a  half  cocoanut  shell  and  then  snip  them  into 
small  pieces  with  the  points  of  a  pair  of  scissors. 
The  result  is  a  horrid  mess,  but  the  process  is,  on 
the  whole,  more  cleanly  and  humane  than  tearing 
the  worms  into  several  pieces,  as  I  have  seen 
Thames  anglers  do. — J.  B.] 

On  Rept.  21,  1868,  we  were  witness  to  one  of 
the  greatest  takes  of  roach  we  have  ever  seen  on 
the  Thames.  The  fish  were  taken  from  a  punt 
by  two  rods,  the  sport  being  close  under  the 
high  bank  on  the  Berkshire  side,  not  far  from 
the  entrance  to  the  Thame.  It  is  the  same  spot 
mentioned  by  us  in  No.  2  of  “  The  Rail  and  the 
Rod,”  as  the  one  from  which  Tom  Wells,  of 
Brightwell,  and  his  boy,  took  so  many  perch.  It 
is  perhaps  better  indicated  as  being  in  an  exact 
line  with  the  first  gate  on  the  tow-path  which 
skirts  Hog  Common.  Here  Mr.  Mark  Raphael  and 
Mr.  Hart  commenced  angling  with  gut  lines  and 
running  Nottingham  tackle  as  soon  as  it  was  light, 
and  left  off  at  eleven  o’clock  a.m.,  with  871b.  of 
roach,  quitting  the  swim  fairly  satisfied,  while 
the  fish  were  still  well  on  the  feed.  There 
was  not  a  roach  under  a  quarter  of  a  jiDund 
amongst  the  take,  and  none  more  than  one  pound 
two  ounces ;  but  considering  that  it  was  a  dead 
easterly  wind,  and  they  fished  not  more  than  six 
hours  in  all,  the  quantity  is  most  remarkable. 
It  is  true  this  hole  is  a  good  deal  ground-baited, 
and  but  little  fished,  the  vegetable  offal  of  a 
slaughtered  bullock  being  occasionally  thrown  in 
by  an  old  angler  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  but  upon 
this  occasion,  it  would  seem,  there  was  a  meal 
provided  for  the  roach  far  more  attractive  than 
even  this  savoury  bovine  salad.  I  was  certainly 
not  prepared  for  the  foresight  evidenced  by  these 
gentlemen,  and  in  the  cause  of  my  brother  anglers 
they  must  excuse  my  making  it  known — an 
apology  being  less  necessary,  as  I  find  the  plan 
has  been  resorted  to  by  others  with  marked 
success.  Any  one  who  has  seen  the  Thames  tidal 
way  at  low  water  must  have  observed  the  red 
mud  which  lines  its  banks,  the  colour  arising 
from  innumerable  small  worms.  Here  then  is 


the  secret.  A  keg,  or  nine-gallon  cask,  is  filled 
with  this  mud,  and  it  is  conveyed  to  the  appointed 
angling  rendezvous  and  placed  on  the  lid  of  the 
punt-well.  A  piece  of  gutta-percha  tubing  is 
fitted  to  a  tap  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  keg, 
the  other  end  being  carried  down  and  made  fast 
to  the  bottom  of  the  river  with  a  punt-pole,  and 
then  the  tap  is  turned  slightly  on,  being  checked 
from  time  to  time  as  the  fish  come  or  go  oft'  tlie 
feed ;  thus  the  mud  and  auimalcuhe  are  carried 
down  the  stream,  attracting  every  fish  for  some 
distance  below  to  within  reach  of  the  angler’s 
bait.  The  lure  used  for  the  first  hour  was  the 
blood-gnat  worm,  found  at  the  extreme  inland 
portions  of  these  deposits,  up  the  ditches,  creeks, 
and  in  any  mud  left  stagnant  for  a  time.  The 
common  practice  is  to  wash  them  out  of  their  soft 
homes  by  laving  water  over  them ;  and,  if  left, 
they  become  gnats.  But  finding  they  were 
pestered  with  small  chub,  gudgeon,  and  dace, 
they  tried  gentles  with  more  success,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  a  paste  of  flour  mixed  with  sheep’s  blood. 
It  is  difficult  to  guess  how  far  this  method  of 
ground-baiting,  if  made  general,  would  agree 
with  the  notions  of  the  conservators  of  the  Thames, 
who  might  well  be  surprised  at  the  removal  of  the 
disgraceful  mud  banks  of  Kew  and  Hammer¬ 
smith  into  the  more  rural  districts  ;  but,  after  all, 
it  would  be  but  a  description  of  retributive  justice 
to  take  the  filth  to  the  places  from  whence  it 
came.  Kingston  and  Windsor  at  least  would  not 
be  able  conscientiously  to  repudiate  their  off¬ 
spring.  I  am  fully  convinced,  crowded  as  the 
greater  portion  of  the  Thames  is  with  roach,  that 
there  are  comparatively  few  of  half  a  pound  in 
weight,  and  that  those  of  a  pound  or  more  ai’e 
very  few  and  far  between.  In  this  respect  the 
Thames  will  not  bear  comparison  with  many  of 
our  other  English  rivers,  more  particularly  the 
Dorset  Avon,  the  lower  Exe,  the  Darent,  &c. 

We  may  be  pardoned  for  quoting  a  high  autho¬ 
rity  upon  this  subject  of  our  art,  to  which  our 
attention  has  been  called.  At  pp.  22  and  2.3  of 
“  A  Book  on  Angling,”  by  Francis  Francis,  is  : 
“  The  following  plan  is  an  ingenious  one ;  it  was 
communicated  to  me  by  an  old  roach  fisher,  who 
declared  it  to  be  a  great  patent.  I  have  never 
tried  it  myself,  but  the  angler  can  do  so  if  he 
chooses.  It  often  happens  that  when  the  water 
is  clear  and  low  the  fish  are  difficult  to  attract, 
whereas  if  you  could  discolour  the  water  a  little 
you  would  not  only  coax  the  fish  to  come  to 
your  swim,  but  you  would  induce  them  to  take 
well.  .  .  .  Get  a  tube  shaped  like  a  trumpet 

or  a  post-horn,  or  get  a  common  funnel  with  a 
large  tube,  then  get  three  or  four  lengths  of  zinc 
or  tin  pipe,  which  will  fit  into  each  other  in 
joints  like  ferrules,  of  a  foot  or  eighteen  inches 
each  in  length,  screw  on  a  sufficient  number  of 
these  to  reach  the  b'ittom  of  the  water.  Tie  a 
stone  or  weight  on  to  the  same  end  sufficient  to 
sink  to  the  bottom  and  keep  it  steady.  Then 
thrust  it  overboard  to  the  bottom  of  the  water, 
the  funnel  remaining  above  the  water  and  handy 
to  you.  Have  a  tub  near,  in  which  mix  up  some 
clay  or  mould  with  plenty  of  water.  Stir  it  up 
until  it  becomes  thick  slush,  then  take  a  half- pint 
mug  full  of  this  liquid  and  pour  it  into  the 
funnel.  This  runs  slowly  out  of  the  lower  end 
of  the  tube  at  the  bottom  of  the  water,  and 
thickens  it  for  two  or  three  minutes,  quite  suffi¬ 
cient  to  attract  the  fish  and  set  them  biting, 
while  it  does  not  fill  their  bellies  like  ground- 
bait.  Dropping  your  hook-bait  into  the  muddy 
stream,  let  it  follow  it  down,  and  you  will  bo 
likely  to  get  a  bite  or  two.  You  can  renew  the 
colouring  matter  about  every  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and,  said  my  informant,  ‘  no  matter  how  low  or 
bright  the  water,  you  will  get  sport  when  none 
of  the  boats  or  fishermen  near  you  will  perhaps 
be  able  to  get  any.’  ”  There  is  nothing  new 
under  the  sun,  whatever  may  be  novel  above  it ! 
The  modus  operatidi  of  the  anglers  alluded  to  by 
me,  as  fishing  thus  opposite  the  Thame  entrance, 
was  much  more  simple  than  this,  as  the  bare 
turning  of  the  tap  at  your  elbow  is  sufficient  to 
regulate  the  flow.  Of  course  any  mud  from  a 
neighbouring  ditch  or  pond  will  do  to  a  certain 
extent ;  but  iu  the  instance  of  which  I  have  made 
mention  the  filth  was  taken  from  the  banks  of 
the  Thames  at  Hammersmith,  and,  for  obvious 
reasons,  kept  hermetically  secured  in  the  tub,  so 
that  no  objectionable  effluvia  could  escape.  [A 
very  simple  method  of  ground-baiting  a  roach 
swim  is  to  cut  two  or  three  slices  of  bread,  tie 
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stones  to  them,  and  sink  them  in  the  swim.  Pish 
a  couple  of  days  later,  and  bait  with  paste  or 
cubes,  or  fragments  of  crust.  I  believe  I  invented 
this  idea  (doubtless  others  have  also  done  so),  and 
have  often  tried  the  plan  with  much  success. 
This  chapter  may  not,  perhaps,  seem  as  compre¬ 
hensive  as  it  might  be  on  the  subjects  of  Thames 
and  Trent  methods  of  fishing,  even  taken  with 
the  numerous  additions  I  have  made  to  it.  The 
reader  should,  however,  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  to 
be  read  in  connection  with  the  rest  of  the  book. 
Ill  other  chapters  minute  directions  as  to  baits, 
tackle,  swims,  &c.,  are  given,  and  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  repeat  such  information  here. — J.  Ih] 


ZIG-ZAG  ROUTES  TO  CHICAGO 
FOR  ANGLERS. 

(Continued  from  page  148.) 

By  Rcx. 


CoNTiNUiNCi  the  journey  westward  from  Wood- 
stock  the  railway  runs  nearly  parallel  to  that  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  to  London,  and  thence  to 
Sarnia.  Here  the  train  passes  by  tunnel  under 
the  St.  Clair  River  to  Port  Huron,  and  proceeding 
by  several  towns,  the  principal  of  which  are  La 
l*eer,  Lansing,  Battle  Creek,  Soult  Bend,  and 
Valparaiso,  at  last  lands  us  at  the  scene  of  the 
World’s  Pair,  Chicago. 

Having  led  the  tourist  to  Chicago  over  some 
of  the  best  sporting  routes  in  Canada,  we  will 
now  turn  our  attention  to  a  few  pleasant  trips 
that  can  be  made  in  the  domain  of  Uncle  Sam, 
as  we  journey  on  our  way  to  the  scene  of  the 
World’s  Pair,  at  the  Lake  Michigan  Metropolis. 
Some  of  the  scenery  through  which  we  will 
ramble  is,  indeed,  beautiful,  and  many  and  many 
are  the  sparkling  streams  we  shall  traverse  that 
hold  fish.  Not  that  the  sport  to  be  had  in  any 
of  them  will  compare  with  that  available  by  the 
zig-zag  angling  routes  of  the  Canadian  Dominion, 
which,  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  the  true 
Waltonian  style,  have  no  equal  this  side  of  the 
Styx  River.  What  kind  of  piscatorial  menu 
awaits  the  followers  of  rod  and  line  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  shores  of  this  dark  stream  is  unknown  to  me, 
and  can  only  be  ascertained  by  conferring  with 
the  pages  of  the  very  latest  edition  of  “  Enquire 
AWthin.” 

I  will  presume  that  the  traveller  has  sailed 
from  Liverpool  for  New  York  by  one  of  the 
speedy  Atlantic  “  greyhounds  ”  which,  having 
carefully  ploughed  her  way  over  the  “  Lane  ”  route, 
is  now  rapidly  approaching  the  shores  of  the 
great  continent  discovered  over  400  years  ago  by 
the  courageous  mariner,  Christopher  Columbus. 
Approaching  the  coast,  we  suddenly  hear  the 
voice  of  the  man  on  the  look-out  at  the  forecastle 
head  calling  out  that  there  is  land  in  sight  on 
the  starboard  bow,  and  a  few  minutes  later  Long 
Island  becomes  visible  to  the  eager  eyes  of  those 
on  deck.  Three  hours  afterwards  we  cross  the 
bar  at  Sandy  Hook.  To  the  left  are  the  lofty 
lighthouses  which  crown  the  summit  of  the 
Highlands  of  Naversink,  on  the  shores  of  New 
Jersey.  Altering  her  course,  our  floating  palace 
now  turns  north,  and  crossing  Lower  Bay  enters 
the  Narrows.  To  the  west’ard  is  the  beautiful 
Staten  Island,  and  to  the  east  is  Long  Island 
and  Port  Hamilton,  near  to  which,  in  mid-stream, 
is  Port  Lafayette.  Three  miles  further  on  is  the 
quarantine  station,  where,  for  a  time,  we  drop 
anchor,  and  are  quickly  visited  by  the  health 
officer  and  the  custom-house  authorities.  Receiv¬ 
ing  a  clean  bill  of  health,  we  are  soon  under 
weigh,  and  steaming  up  stream.  Right  ahead  of 
us  is  the  City  of  New  York  ;  to  our  left  is  the 
Hudson  River,  on  the  western  shore  of  which  is 
Jersey  City,  and  on  the  right  is  Brooklyn,  sepa¬ 
rated  from  New  York  by  the  East  River,  and 
spanned  by  the  wonderful  suspension  bridge, 
one  of  the  greatest  engineering  works  of  modern 
times.  Passing  Governor’s  Island,  with  its  old 
fort,  to  starboard,  to  port  is  Bedloe's  Island,  pn 
which  stands  the  colossal  statue  of  Liberty. 
Shortly  afterwards  we  enter  the  harbour,  and  are 
landed  at  the  pier,  when,  having  had  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  interview  with  the  custom-house  officers,  we 
enter  a  hack,  and  are  (juickly  driven  to  the 
Urammarcy  Park  Hotel,  off  Pourth-avenue.  This 
is  by  no  means  one  of  the  largest  hotels,  but  it 
is  extremely  comfortable,  and  a  very  favourite 


establishment  with  Englishmen.  As  a  matter  of 
course  we  sojourn  in  “  Gotham  ”  for  a  few  days. 
We  stroll  up  Broadway,  and  through  Union- 
square  into  Pifth-avenue,  the  “Mayfair”  of 
New  York.  We  even  venture  to  take  a  peep  at 
the  long,  broad  thoroughfareknowuas  the  Bowery. 
We  dine  at  Delmonico’s,  put  in  an  appearance  at 
either  Booth’s  or  Wallack’s  theatre,  and  then, 
having  partaken  of  a  real  good  American 
oyster  “  stoo,”  or  pan-roast,  at  a  restaurant,  we 
retire  to  rest.  The  next  morning  we  are  up 
betimes,  and  immediately  after  breakfast  start 
off  for  a  drive  in  Central  Park,  and  in  the 
afternoon  visit  the  principal  lions  of  the  city, 
too  numerous  to  give  in  detail,  but  all  interesting 
to  the  stranger.  Having  done  the  city,  we  then 
travel  further  afield,  and  ramble  off  to  some  of 
the  fashionable  environs — Long  Branch,  Coney 
Island,  Staten  Island,  and  hosts  of  other  pleasant 
resorts  in  easy  distance  of  the  great  “  Gotham” — 
that  afford  ample  amusement  to  the  sight-seeing 
tourist.  But  time  is  up,  and  we  must  away  to 
the  mountain  streams.  Up  with  the  chirrup  of 
the  sparrows  (no  larks),  bill  paid,  6.30  a.m.  finds 
us  on  the  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Vestry-street, 
where,  boarding  the  steamer,  we  bid  adieu  to 
New  York,  and  we  quickly  leave  the  “  madding 
crowd,”  and  are  gently  gliding  up  the  tide  of  the 
beautiful  Hudson  River.  At  a  distance  of  ten 
miles  from  the  big  city  we  reach  that  portion  of 
Manhattan  Island  known  as  Washington  Heights, 
the  only  part  which  still  retains  the  natural  at¬ 
tractions  that  in  the  days  of  yore  rendered  the 
isle  so  beautiful.  Beneath  the  Heights  is  Jeffrey’s 
Hook,  and  among  the  cedar  trees  are  mounds 
which  mark  the  site  of  an  old  redoubt.  Further 
up  stream  we  reach  Hackensack,  opposite  the 
lower  end  of  the  Palisades,  which  stretch  in  an 
unbroken  wall  of  solid  rock  for  over  twenty  miles 
along  the  river  bank.  The  height  of  these 
bluffs  vary  from  300  to  500  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  stream,  and  they  are  crowned  by  a  luxuriant 
growth  of  trees  and  shrubberies,  in  the  midst  of 
which  are  charming  villas,  commanding  delight¬ 
ful  views  of  the  winding  Hudson  and  Manhattan 
Island.  Forging  ahead,  the  mouth  of  the 
picturesque  “  Sputen  Duvil”  comes  in  sight — 
a  foaming  burn  that  years  ago  was  the  scene  of 
many  a  sanguinary  encounter.  Immediately 
opposite  to  the  creek  is  a  high  point  of  the 
Palisades,  which,  projecting  far  into  the  stream, 
is  an  excellent  point  of  vantage  from  where  to 
view  the  truly  exquisite  panorama.  Half-a-mile 
distant,  in  rear  of  the  Palisades,  is  the  fertile 
valley  of  the  Hackensack,  the  stream  affording 
some  good  trout  fishing.  Cruising  on,  our  next 
stop  is  at  Yonkers,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
rapid  Neperah,  where,  in  1609,  the  daring  pioneer, 
Hudson,  anchored  when  exploring  the  river. 
Passing  several  picturesque  villages,  wo  enter 
Tappan  Bay,  where  the  Hudson  expands  to  a 
width  of  nearly  four  miles.  From  here  the 
Palisades  gradually  recede  from  the  river  bank 
and  lose  their  precipitous  character.  The  ridge, 
however,  continues  in  a  series  of  hills,  attaining 
in  some  places  a  height  of  nearly  700  feet,  but 
assuming  nowhere  the  peculiar  palisade  forma¬ 
tion.  Continuing  up  stream,  at  a  distance  of 
twenty-five  miles  from  New  York  we  arrive  at 
Irvington,  named  in  honour  of  Washington 
Irving,  the  genial  author  whose  pen  has  done  so 
much  to  preserve  everything  of  interest  in  the 
history  of  the  Hudson  River.  Then  comes 
pleasant  Sunny  side,  a  dreamy  little  village  where 
the  historian  spent  his  latter  years,  and  a  few 
miles  further  on  is  Tarrytown,  that  recalls  many 
a  thrilling  event  of  British  warfare.  Journeying 
on,  we  pass  Sing  Sing,  where  is  the  State  prison 
of  New  York,  beyond  which  is  the  mouth  of  the 
Croten  River,  that  supplies  the  metropolis  with 
fresh  water.  As  the  boat  proceeds,  the  tops  of 
distant  Highlands  are  distinctly  visible,  although 
their  bases  are  hidden  by  intervening  hills.  The 
long  ridge  of  shore  towards  which  the  steamer 
now  heads  is  Donderberg,  nearly  1,000  feet  high. 
On  the  west  bank  of  the  stream  stands  the 
village  of  Haverstraw,  and  just  above  Croten 
Point  the  beautiful  Haverstraw  Bay  is  entered. 
Presently  the  neat  little  hamlet  of  Peckskill 
comes  in  view,  from  which  all  places  of  interest 
in  the  Highlands  can  b^  easily  reached.  Op¬ 
posite  Peckskill  is  Caldwell’s  Landing,  above 
which  rise  the  rock  crags  of  Donderberg,  or 
Thunder  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  are 
supposed  to  be  hidden  the  treasures  of  Captain 


Kidd.  Several  vain  attempts  have  been  made 
to  recover  the  “  white  elephant,”  but  as  we  have 
fish  to  fry  we  pass  on.  The  river  here  narrows, 
and  between  this  bend  and  the  next  is  called  the 
Race.  On  the  east  bank  beyond  the  Donderberg 
is  St.  Anthony’s  Nose,  over  1,200  feet  high — a 
good  old  aquiline  nose  that  could  stand  any 
amount  of  punishment,  even  from  the  great 
John  L.  S.  To  the  west  is  seen  the  lovely  isle  of 
Iona.  Gliding  upward,  the  stream  now  widens 
out,  and  Cranston’s  Landing  is  reached,  on  the 
heights  above  the  village  being  Cranston’s  Hotel, 
commanding  a  magnificent  view  of  the  river. 
Our  next  halt  is  at  a  little  town  called  Beverly 
Dock,  and  almost  immediately  opposite  are  the 
white,  foaming  Buttermilk  Palls.  Leaving 
Beverly,  a  short  run  brings  us  to  AYest  Point, 
and  as  we  approach  the  landing  we  behold  the 
United  States  Military  Academy.  From  the 
piazza  of  the  West  Point  Hotel,  which  stands  on 
a  terrace  above  the  town,  the  tourist  has  a  view 
to  the  north  of  one  of  the  most  lovely  river 
passes  on  the  Western  Continent.  It  reminds 
one  somewhat  of  the  fjords  of  Norway,  as  the 
entire  north-west  and  south-west  horizon  is  shut 
out  from  view  by  precipitous  hills,  from  600  to 
1,500  feet  high.  Leaving  West  Point,  we  pass 
many  pretty  villages,  nestling  in  the  midst  of 
charming  scenery,  amongst  which  are  Plough- 
keipsie,  Hyde  Park,  and  Rondant.  Further  up 
stream  we  arrive  at  Tivoli,  on  the  east  bank, 
where  we  catch  a  splendid  view  of  the  Catskill 
Mountains,  and  if  the  day  be  clear  wo  sight  the 
popular  hotel,  the  Mountain  House.  Prom 
Tivoli,  a  short  trip  carries  us  to  Catskill 
Landing,  where  we  disembark,  and,  taking  up 
our  quarters  at  the  Irving  Hotel,  prepare  for  an 
expedition  into  the  mountains. 

Making  an  early  start,  we  proceed  to  the 
Mountain  House,  which  can  be  reached  by  train 
and  omnibus,  but  as  the  drive  is  a  pleasant  one 
we  will  make  the  journey  by  coach.  All  being 
ready  we  take  our  seats,  and  with  a  “  Geet  up 
thar,  Jude,”  from  the  driver,  we  are  soon  spinning 
along  the  old  stage-road.  A  quarter  of  an  hour’s 
ride  takes  us  to  the  village,  which  we  pass 
through,  and  then,  crossing  the  Catskill  Creek, 
we  bowl  over  the  highway  till  we  reach  the 
Half-Way  House,  where  we  alight  and  drink  to 
the  memory  of  Rip  Van  Winkle.  Our  thirst 
assuaged,  we  resume  our  seats,  and  the  coach 
rumbling  along  soon  enters  a  secluded  dell, 
which  tradition  affirms  to  be  the  spot  where  the 
easy-going  Rip,  with  rod  and  gun  beside  him,  lay 
down  and  took  his  extended  tour  in  the  land  of 
“  Nod.”  Soon  after  leaving  the  valley  we  enter  a 
long  level  plain,  and,  all  now  being  smooth-going, 
Jehu  increases  the  speed  of  the  four  quadrupeds 
attached  to  the  vehicle,  till  we  reach  the  foot  of 
Pine  Orchard  Mountain.  Then  comes  the  tug  of 
war,  and  slowly  we  ascend  by  winding  terraces, 
till  finally  we  alight  at  the  Mountain  House, 
perched  on  a  spur  2,500  feet  above  the  water 
level  of  the  Hudson. 

To  enter  into  any  lengthened  details  respecting 
this  charming  district  would  bo  outside  the 
the  province  of  this. article,  and  as  it  has  been 
geographically  and  minutely  described  by  Irving, 
I  would  suggest  that  all  visitors  to  the  Catskill 
region  should  arrive  on  the  scene  each  one 
provided  with  a  pocket  edition  of  the  Sleeping 
Sportsman — Rip  Van  Winkle.  Prom  the  lilountain 
House  Hotel  the  view  has  scarcely  an  equal  in 
the  United  States,  embracing  as  it  does  on  a 
clear  day  the  magnificent  scenery  of  the  Hudson 
Valley,  the  Berkshire  Hills,  the  Green  Mountains, 
and  the  attractive  panorama  of  the  Catskills. 
Prom  the  hotel  several  excursions  can  be  taken 
up  some  of  the  lofty  mountain  peaks,  and  to  the 
very  beautiful  falls,  the  most  attractive  being 
the  Catskill  Palls  and  Haine’s  Palls.  Near  the 
latter  is  the  romantic  ravine  of  Kaaterskill 
Close,  in  which  is  the  lovely  Pawn’s  Tjeap,  where, 
over  a  hanging  ledge,  the  stream  descends  thirty 
feet  into  a  deep  chasm  below. 

When  Rip  Van  Winkle  was  a  boy,  game  and 
fish  were  no  doubt  plentiful  in  this  region, 
although  there  is  no  record  of  the  youth  ever 
making  a  big  bag  or  a  heavy  basket.  Prom  all 
one  can  learn,  he  wandered  through  the  woods 
and  flogged  the  streams  to  little  purpose,  and 
finally  finding  that  “  whipping  the  Cat  ”  was  all 
useless,  in  sheer  desperation  he  lay  down  and 
slept  for  twenty  years.  Be  this  correct  or  other¬ 
wise,  the  visiting  angler  at  the  present  will  have 
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to  be  content  with  small  mercies.  That  the 
streams  that  tlow  through  Catskill  valleys  are 
fishy-looking,  goes  without  saying,  and  that 
some  sport  will  be  had  in  North  and  South 
Lakes,  and  also  in  Catskill  Creek,  is  more  than 
probable.  But  these  sparkling  streams  call  back 
to  memory  a  splendid  bog  in  the  Land  of  Erin 
to  which  1  was  taken  by  a  Hibernian  gillie  for  a 
day’s  sniping.  To  look  at,  this  marsh  was  the 
beau  ideal  of  a  snipe-shooter’s  paradise.  A  mossy, 
bull-rushey  swamp,  affording  e.xcellent  cover, 
and  girdled  by  a  clear  rippling  brook.  ^Every¬ 
thing  in  fact  to  make  a  gunner  rejoice,  and  to 
make  a  snipe  happy.  Pat’s  gun  had  evidently 
been  making  things  lively  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  master  Jack  with  the  majority  of  his  kins¬ 
folk  had  taken  their  departure  for  change  of  air, 
so  after  a  trudge  of  nearly  five  miles  through 
peat  deposits  and  quagmire,  the  day  came  to  a 
close  with  the  grand  total  of  a  “  couple.”  I  was, 
of  course,  much  disappointed,  but  received  not 
the  slightest  consolation  or  sympathy  from  my 
attendant,  who  naively  remarked,  “Begor,  I  nivir 
see  the  likes  afore ;  it  ginerally  do  be  sniven  wid 
’em  (meaning  snipe),  but  shuro  there’s  nare  a 
one  at  all  in  it  now.” 

“  Not  many,  Pat,  I’m  thinking,”  I  replied. 

“Well  now,  your  honer,  did  ye  ever  see  a 
purtier  bit  of  a  bog,  or  a  more  liable  (likely) 
place  fer  snipe? ” 

“Never,  Paddy,  never,”  I  rejoined.  “Its  the 
liablest  lyingest  bog  I  ever  had  the  displeasure  to 
shoot  over,  and  if  it  were  mine  I’d  dram  it,  or  at 
least  have  it  preserved.” 

This  yarn  is,  to  a  great  degree,  applicable  to 
Catskill  waters ;  so,  happy  are  they  who  expect 
little,  for  they  shall  not  be  disappointed.  Never¬ 
theless,  to  be  so  close  and  pass  on  without  visiting 
this  charming  locality  would  be  a  slur  on  the 
memory  of  good  old  Van  Winkle  and  Washington 
Irving,  and  would  be  a  downright  insult  to  the 
entire  population  of  New  York  State.  My  advice 
therefore  is,  fish  or  no  fish,  try  a  little  Catskill 
calling,  if  only  for  a  couple  of  days. 

Returning  to  the  landing,  we  resume  our  river 
voyage,  when,  passing  Dlerino,  Hudson,  and 
Athens,  a  run  of  thirty-three  miles  brings  us  to 
Albany,  the  State  capital  of  New  York.  Spending 
a  short  time  visiting  the  lions  of  this  city,  we 
then  board  the  boat,  and  continuing  up  the 
stream  reach  the  head  of  navigation  on  the 
Hudson  at  Troy.  This  is  a  charming  town, 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  River,  and 
standing  on  a  flat,  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the 
lofty  peaks  of  JMount  Ida  and  Mount  Olympus. 
Through  the  ravines  descend  the  foaming  waters 
of  Poeston  Kill  and  Wynant’s  Kill,  forming  in 
their  course  many  beautiful  cascades. 

{To  he  continued.) 


SAVED  BY  FRANK  BUCKLAND; 
OR,  THE  RESULT  OP  A  VENTURE  IN 
FROZEN  SALMON. 


On  the  completion  of  the  Inter- Colonial  Rail¬ 
way,  f affording  to  the  long-isolated  northern 
portions  of  the  maritime  provinces  a  speedy 
outlet  to  Boston  and  New  York,  it  became 
necessary  for  the  salmon  buyers  to  hold  the  often 
heavy  runsjof  salmon  they  were  compelled  to  buy, 
from  glutting  the  markets.  In  1877  the  first 
freezer  in  the  county  was  erected  by  John  P.  Mowat. 
In  1878  Lord  Lome  expressed  a  desire  to  see  its 
working.  I  took  him  through  it,  showed  him 
samples,  and  explained  the  mode.  He  said,  “  It 
is  a  pity  you  could  not  have  some  of  these  fish  in 
England  when  their  season  closes.”  1  said  1 
thought  it  feasible,  but  risky.  “  If  you  make  the 
attempt  let  me  know,  and  I  will  give  you  letters 
to  some  of  the  large  dealers,”  which  he  did,  but 
they  were  to  the  wrong  class,  who  could  not  assist 
us.  By  June  30,  1879,  there  were  some  80,0001b. 
in  freezer,  and  the  outlook  for  the  American 
market  was  not  promising.  I  urged  my  son  to  try 
the  venture,  but  the  risk  scared  him,  as  his  capital 
was  small,  and  if  he  assumed  the  whole  risk  and 
lost,  he  was  ruined.  However,  a  partner  was 
obtained,  who  assumed  one  half,  paying  cash 
for  his  share  of  cargo — Hon.  T.  S.  Carvell, 
now  Lord  Governor  of  Prince  Edward’s  Island, 
had  the  courage  to  try  it.  No,  insurance  could 
be  had  against  damage  to  cargo,  only  on  total  loss 
of  ship. 


A  new  brig  was  chartered,  the  Louise,  fitted  up 
with  dead  houses,  a  supply  of  ice  and  salt, 
()4,0001b.  of  salmon,  and  Thomas  Mowat  as  super¬ 
cargo  and  to  keep  the  freezers  in  order.  The 
brig  left  on  October  15,  got  into  a  north-west 
hurricane,  lost  a  man  overboard,  started  her 
stern-post,  ran  into  Port  Hawksbury,  C.B.,  and 
refitted  ;  left  on  the  23rd,  and  hauled  into  Millwall 
Dock,  London,  on  Nov.  21,  cargo  in  prime  condi¬ 
tion.  IVlr.  Carvell  and  I  went  home  on  the  mail 
steamer,  and  were  looking  for  ten  days  for  the 
Louise. 

During  this  time  we  found  small  encourage¬ 
ment  ;  the  caution  and  conservatism  of  the 
Englishman  is  proverbial.  An  old  gold  mine,  or 
a  played-out  railway  bond,  offered  cheap,  will 
tempt  him  to  part  with  his  money  when  nothing 
else  will.  The  meters  (inspectors)  from  Fish¬ 
mongers’  Hall  inspected  the  cargo,  pronounced  it 
good,  only  “  very  hard.”  My  friend  and  1 
thought.  Not  a  salmon  in  market,  the  Rhine 
frozen  over,  not  a  winter  fish  from  there,  our  fish 
in  fine  order — “  surely  we  are  for  once  on  the 
right  track.”  We  knew  a  little  of  Fulton  and 
Washington  markets  in  New  York,  but  as  yet 
we  were  in  blissful  ignorance  of  Billingsgate. 
We  soon  found,  by  our  broker  as  well  as  by  our¬ 
selves,  and  notwithstanding  Lord  Lome’s  letters 
to  prominent  dealers  in  the  West  End,  that 
retailers  could  do  nothing,  not  even  accept  a  box 
of  fish  as  a  present  to  place  on  their  stalls.  The 
Billingsgate  magnates  put  us  off,  promising  to 
oome  and  examine  the  fish  from  day  to  day. 
Meantime  we  were  sending  a  few  to  Liverpool, 
Edinburgh,  and  a  few  of  the  large  provincial 
towns.  They  did  not  seem  to  take  well,  and, 
when  the  heavy  rail  charges  and  commission 
were  deducted,  left  small  profit.  In  four  or  five 
days  the  great  magnates  paid  the  brig  a  visit, 
and  were  shown  samples,  particularly  one  which 
had  hung  from  the  masthead  since  the  arrival  of 
the  brig,  this  being  the  first  solidly-frozen  fish 
(any  they  had  seen  previously  having  thawed  out) 
they  had  handled.  A  good  many  questions  were 
asked  as  to  “  How  prepared  ?  ”  “  How  long  could 
they  be  kept  ?  ”  “  Where  were  our  markets  ?  ”  &c. 

No  doubt  some  of  our  answers  did  not  satisfy 
them ;  their  idea  was  that  we  would  have  to 
throw  them  on  the  market.  At  last,  Mr.  Steven¬ 
son  said,  “  Well,  the  sooner  you  put  the  rags  on 
your  brig  and  take  her  over  to  the  Yankees,  the 
sooner  you’ll  sell,  we  would  not  give  you  3d. 
(six  cents.)  per  pound  for  your  cargo,  ’  and  they 
meant  it.  Nice  outlook  for  us  two  poor  Canadians 
who  had  risked  so  much  to  give  the  Londoners 
a  fresh  Restigouche  fish  when  they  had  none, 
“  even  if  it  were  a  little  hard.”  So  two  or  three 
days  passed  over  us,  “  with  our  spirits  literally 
in  the  ashes,”  notwithstanding  all  our  broker’s 
efforts  to  keep  them  up.  I  cabled  my  son,  “  Can’t 
sell,”  and  the  only  way  he  could  relieve  his  mind 
was  by  splitting  with  a  dull  axe  all  the  rock 
maple  burls  he  could  find  in  the  wood  yard.  I 
had  obtained  permission  from  the  Princess 
Louise  to  send  her  a  salmon,  for  which  she  thanked 
me,  and  ordered  it  to  Osborne,  for  which  place 
she  was  just  leaving.  I  also  sent  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort  one,  with  a  note  saying  the 
dealers  would  not  sell  for  us,  or  buy.  The  Duke 
at  once  came  in  from  Chippenham,  drove  round 
the  West-end  dealers  ordering  Canadian  salmon, 
amongst  others,  of  Mr.  Charles,  one  of  Lord 
Lome’s  principal  tradesmen.  He  was  met  with 
the  story,  “  None  in  market,  sir  ;  no  Dutch  fish. 
Canadian  frozen  stuff,  sir  ;  could  not  recommend 
them,  sir.”  The  Duke  would  quietly  ask,  “  Have 
you  seen  the  fish?”  “Oh  no.  sir;  Billingsgate 
won’t  buy.”  “  Ah  !”  says  the  Duke,  “  I  see ;  well 
I  know  the  river  they  came  from.  I  have  had 
those  fish  since  they  came  on  ray  table ;  quite 
good  enough  for  me,  tell  Billingsgate  so,  and 
when  you  get  them  send  me  a  couple  to  Bad¬ 
minton.”  We  never  can  forget  his  kindness  to 
us  strangers,  he  is  one  of  nature’s  true  noblemen. 

Having  heard  a  good  deal  of  Frank  Buckland, 
I  made  up  my  mind  I  would  call  on  him,  and,  if 
nothing  else,  talk  pisciculture.  I  therefore  boxed 
a  couple  of  nice  fish,  and  found  my  way  to  Hyde 
Park-terrace.  Found  him  home.  Marked 
“  Canadian  pisciculturist  ”  on  my  card.  Mr. 
Buckland  at  once  made  me  at  home ;  had 
seen  my  name  and  reports  in  the  Canadian 
Blue  Books,  and  was  pleased  to  have  me 
call.  After  talking  pisciculture  for  a  little, 

I  told  him  my  principal  business.  He  had  heard 


of  the  cargo,  and  the  samples  pleased  him  very 
much.  I  explained  Billingsgate’s  action,  and 
that,  notwithstanding  our  success  in  bringing 
over  the  cargo,  it  would  be  financial  ruin.  Mr. 
Buckland’s  estimate  of  Billingsgate’s  action  could 
be  easily  seen.  “  I  did  not  think,”  he  said,  “  they 
would  use  you  so  hard  as  that.  What  can  you 
afford  to  sell  for,  and  leave  you  a  profit  ?  ”  I  told 
him  Is.  Od.  per  lb.  would  be  sufficient.  He  wrote 
me  about  thirty  names  on  a  sheet,  gave  me  a  lot 
of  his  cards,  and  said,  “  Send  to-morrow  each  of 
those  parties  a  cut  of  salmon,  with  my  card.  I 
will  give  your  article  a  place  in  Land  and  Water 
to-morrow  (Saturday) ;  come  back  and  see  me  on 
Wednesday.”  I  sent  a  whole  salmon  to  each 
party,  of  whom  the  majority  were  editors,  send¬ 
ing  a  401b.  fish  to  put  in  the  Fleet-street  office. 
Saturday’s  issue  of  Mr.  Buckland’s  paper  gave 
us  a  good  send-off.  Monday  morning’s  issue  of 
the  London  papers  followed  suit.  On  Tuesday 
the  retail  dealers  were  nonplussed,  the  whole  cry 
was  Canadian  salmon  ;  and  on  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing  the  cry  was  repeated  by  them  at  the  whole¬ 
sale  market,  “  Must  have  it,  whole  town  want  it.” 

So  the  great  Stevenson  made  his  appearance 
at  the  broker’s  office  at  two  o’clock,  ordering 
eighty  salmon  for  next  morning.  Before  he  left 
the  broker  told  him  the  limit  set  upon  the  fish. 
“  Too  much ;  don’t  send  them.”  However,  he 
thought  again,  and  sent  his  servant  back  to  say, 
“  Send  the  fish.” 

Next  day  another  firm  called  on  Mr.  Carvell, 
asking  for  a  portion  of  the  cargo.  Mr.  Carvell 
said  one  party  could  sell  all,  but  if  he  choose  to 
advance  the  price  Id.  per  lb.,  he  could  have 
exclusive  sale  for  three  days,  which  was  accepted. 
Another  firm,  Poland  Bros.,  did  the  same.  Finally 
Is.  9d.  was  obtained.  Mr.  Carvell  got  the  Paris 
market  opened  for  the  smaller  sized  ones,  which 
suited  their  market,  and  the  cargo  of  the  good 
brig  Louise  was  sold  out  by  New  Year’s  Day, 
leaving  a  net  profit  to  the  owners  of  a  little  over 
8,000  dels. — not  so  bad  for  two  green  Canadians  ; 
but  only  for  Mr.  Buckland,  with  whom  I  had 
many  a  talk  on  both  salmon  and  moose,  we  would 
not  have  realised  enough  to  pay  our  charter- 
party.  John  Mowat. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  MOST  CELE¬ 
BRATED  ANGLING  STATIONS  IN 
NORTH  AND  SOUTH  WALES. 


(Repkinteu  fro.u  George  Agar  Hansard’s 
“Trout  and  Sagmon  Fishing  in  Wales.”) 

GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

The  principal  rivers  are  the  Tfif,  the  Tawe  or 
Tawy,  the  Nedd  or  Neath,  the  Llychwyr  or 
Loughor,  the  Ewenny,  the  Ogmore,  and  the 
Rhymni  or  Romney.  The  banks  of  these,  and  of 
the  numerous  smaller  streams  of  the  mountains, 
are  in  most  places  distiuguised  for  the 
picturesque  grandeur  or  rich  beauty  of  their 
scenery. 

The  Taf. 

This  romantic  stream  is  formed  by  the  junction, 
on  the  northern  border  of  the  county,  near  Coedy- 
cummer,  of  two  streams,  called  respectively  the 
Taf  Vawr  and  the  Ta  Vechan,  “the  greater  and 
lesser  Taf,”  which  descend  from  the  highest 
mountains  of  South  Wales,  the  beacons  of  Breck¬ 
nockshire.  On  reaching  Quaker’s  Yard,  about 
twelve  miles  below  Merthyr  Tydvil,  it  is  joined 
by  a  mountain  stream,  called  Bargoed  Taf ;  still 
lower,  by  the  Cynon,  which  descends  from  the 
parish  of  Penderin,  in  Brecknockshire ;  and  a 
few  miles  further  this  river  is  augmented  from 
the  same  side  by  the  waters  of  the  two  Rhonddas. 
After  flowing  nearly  southward,  it  jiasses  Llandaff 
and  Cardiff,  and  falls  into  the  Bristol  Channel. 
Its  stream,  in  dry  weather,  is  frequently  scanty ; 
but  in  cases  of  sudden  rains  or  thaws  the  waters 
of  this,  as  of  all  other  mountain  rivers,  roll  over 
their  rocky  bed  in  an  impetuous  and  destructive 
torrent.  The  vicinity  of  Merthyr  Tydvil  has 
greatly  contributed  to  render  certain  portions  of 
the  Taf  unworthy  the  angler’s  attention.  The 
poisonous  matter  discharged  into  it  from  the 
iron  works,  and  the  lawless  practices  of  the  forge- 
men,  continually  diminish  the  stock  of  fish.  In 
dry  seasons  these  depredators  assemble  in  bands, 
apd,  wading  into  the  streams  armed  with  sledge 
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hammers,  contrive,  by  violently  striking  the 
stones  under  which  the  trout  are  concealed 
to  destroy  an  incredible  quantity  of  fish  of  all 
sizes. 

The  Towy 

Enters  from  Brecknockshire,  a  little  below 
Ystradgynlais ;  after  receiving  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Clydach,  it  empties  itself  into  the  Bay  of 
Swansea.*  There  is  no  angling  in  this  river  until 
you  reach  the  neighbourhood  of  Languike,  about 
seven  or  eight  miles  from  Swansea,  the  copper 
and  coal  works  having  poisoned  the  waters  to  a 
considerable  distance  from  its  mouth. 

Elies. — The  blues,  dark  and  light ;  the  grouse 
hackle,  wren’s  tail  and  coch-y-bondy. 

The  Ogmore. 

The  source  whence  this  celebrated  salmon  river 
takes  its  rise  is  situated  in  a  wild  and  moun¬ 
tainous  part  of  the  county,  forming  a  portion  of 
the  parish  of  Ystravodwg.  After  a  course  of 
nearly  fourteen  miles,  it  falls  into  the  Bristol 
Channel  below  the  town  of  Bridgend.  Seven 
miles  from  its  mouth,  and  about  two  below  the 
village  of  Llangeinor,  the  stream  separates  into 
two  branches,  known  by  the  names  of  the  Little 
and  Big  Ogmore.  At  this  point  there  is  very 
good  fishing.  The  western  arm  is  the  only  one 
on  which  fiy  angling  is  practicable,  the  other  being 
thickly  encumbered  with  wood,  which,  however, 
forms  no  impediment  to  the  running  worm  and 
natural  fly;  neither  can  the  former  method  be 
followed  much  above  a  place  called  Blackmill, 
eight  miles  from  Bridgend,  for  the  same  reason. 

This  water  is  in  very  few  instances  so  wide  as 
not  to  be  commanded  from  either  bank  by  a  two- 
handed  rod.  Erom  the  village  of  Bryn-y-minyn, 
or  Butter  Hill,  down  to  the  ruins  of  Ogmore 
Castle,  about  half  a  mile  from  its  mouth  the 
river  is  exceedingly  open,  and  abounds  with  long 
gravels  and  beautifully  purling  streams.  At  St. 
Bride’s  Minor,  called  in  Welsh,  Llans-anfraid,  it 
is  augmented  by  the  Llunvy,  a  tolerably  good 
river,  and  at  Bryn-y-minyn  by  the  Garw,  a  still 
better,  but  not  adapted  for  fly  fishing,  you  must 
dape  only.  Begin  to  angle  from  about  half  a  mile 
above  Blackmill  down  to  Bryn-y-minyn  Bridge. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Bride’s  are  found  the 
best  salmon  and  trout,  and  near  the  bridge  on 
which  the  tram-road  crosses  the  river  are  beauti¬ 
ful  streams,  reaching  for  a  distance  of  a  mile  and 
a-half.  Thence,  with  some  few  interruptions,  to 
Bridgend.  At  the  weir,  and  above  and  below  the 
stone  bridge,  near  the  gate  of  Sir  John  Nichol’s 
park,  we  have  killed  many  noble  fish ;  thence 
down  to  Ogmore  Castle,  where  the  Ewenny  flows 
in.  During  Eebruary,  March,  and  April  the 
salmon  fry  swarm  in  every  part  of  the  Ogmore 
and  its  tributaries.  The  trout,  though  numerous, 
are  not  very  large,  seldom  exceeding  two  pounds 
in  weight;  they  are  commonly  much  smaller.  In 
July  and  the  three  succeeding  months  a  small 
fish,  called  scalings,  resembling  the  samlet  in 
form,  and  having  a  number  of  spots  like  finger 
marks  on  its  sides,  are  also  very  plentiful,  and, 
though  they  afford  but  little  diversion,  are 
delicious  food. 

The  Ogmore  has  always  been  distinguished  for 
its  salmon,  and  there  are  few  rivers  in  Wales 
more  productive  of  this  fish.  Notwithstanding 
every  destructive  engine  that  ingenuity  can 
invent  is  made  use  of  for  their  capture  by  the  idle 
and  dissolute  population  of  Bridgend,  the  supply 
of  salmon  and  .sewin  appears  to  suffer  no  diminu¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  skilful,  persevering  fisherman  need 
on  no  occasion  return  home  with  an  empty 
pannier.  Erom  the  commencement  of  the  spawn¬ 
ing  season,  at  the  latter  end  of  September,  until 
.lannary,  parties  are  engaged  every  moonless 
nigbt  in  spearing  salmon  by  torchlight,  whilst 
roaming  upon  the  shallow,  gravelly  streams  in 
search  of  a  suitable  spot  for  depositing  their  ova. 
On  such  situations  they  congregate  to  the  number 
of  twenty  or  thirty  in  a  shoal,  rooting  up  the  bed 
of  the  river  like  hogs.  The  poachers,  aware  of 
their  favourite  haunts,  assemble  about  midnight, 
and,  having  kindled  a  small  bundle  of  straw  by 
means  of  a  tinder  box,  one  of  the  party  holds  the 
light  over  the  water,  being  closely  followed  by 
the  spearman,  armed  with  a  heavy  trident,  and 
behind  walks  a  third  person,  carrying  on  his  back 
a  large  suppl3’^  of  fuel,  as  in  windy  nights 
especially,  the  straw  is  rapidly  consumed.  The 
instant  that  the  surface  of  the  stream  becomes 
illumined  by  the  torch,  which  renders  every 


object,  even  the  smallest  portion  of  gravel,  dis¬ 
tinctly  visible,  the  -whole  shoal  of  salmon  dart 
towards  the  light,  and  the  spearman,  instantly 
selecting  the  largest  fish,  hurls  his  -weapon  with 
unerring  aim,  and,  if  an  old  man,  never  fails  of 
transfixing  his  scaly  prey.  He  then  immediately 
throws  the  fish  upon  the  bank,  and,  quickly  dis¬ 
engaging  the  spear  -with  his  foot,  stands  ready  to 
repeat  the  blow.  It  frequently  happens  that,  if 
he  strike  a  large  fish,  the  poacher  is  compelled  to 
leap  into  the  stream,  for  the  salmon  proves 
exceedingly  strong  in  his  element.  These  depre¬ 
dators  proceed,  in  a  similar  manner,  from  station 
to  station,  until  the  approach  of  day  warns  them 
to  depart.  The  quantity  thus  destroyed  in  one 
season  is  immense,  every  farm  and  mill  being 
provided  with  its  winter  stock  of  dried  salmon.* 
One  Thomas  of  the  Leychard,  about  two  miles 
from  Bridgend,  on  the  road  to  St.  Bride’s  Minor, 
is  the  most  skilful  and  determined  poacher  of 
this  description  in  Glamorganshire.  Thomas 
Johns,  of  Bryn-y-minyn,  is  another  -nmrthy  of  the 
same  stamp. 

*  A  somewhat  similar  mode  of  killing  salmon  is  prac¬ 
tised  upon  the  vast  lakes  of  the  British  dominions  in 
Canada.  “  The  evening,”  says  Captain  Head,  “  turned 
out  remarkably  fine,  and  the  water  was  smooth  as  a 
looking-glass.  Everything  was  ready  for  my  fish- 
spearing  expedition,  the  preparations  for  which  were 
extremely  simple.  The  fish  spear  consisted  of  a  straight 
handle,  about  fifteen  feet  long,  to  which  a  couple  of 
barbed  iron  spikes,  of  sufficient  size  to  pierce  a 
moderately-sized  salmon,  were  affixed.  The  birch  bark, 
for  the  purpose  of  light,  was  prepared  in  pieces  of  three 
or  four  double,  each  the  size  of  a  large  quarto  book,  and 
one  at  a  time  of  these  was  stuck  in  a  cleft  pole,  five  or 
six  feet  long,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  canoe,  overhang¬ 
ing  the  water  in  such  a  manner  that  the  blazing  bark 
might  shine  upon  it.  It  was  no  sooner  dark  than  I  went 
to  the  water’s  edge,  where  Libertc  and  another  Canadian 
were  ready  with  the  canoe.  As  he  held  the  vessel  to  the 
shore,  I  steadied  myself  by  his  shoulder,  and,  stepping 
in  cautiously,  took  my  seat  in  the  middle.  The  canoe 
was  a  very  egg-shell,  and  as  cranky  as  a  washing-tub, 
more  fit  to  carry  ghosts  than  men,  while  Liberte  was  as 
ugly  as  Charon  himself  ;  a  boy  of  twelve  years  old  could 
have  carried  it,  notwithstanding  it  was  to  hold  three  of 
us.  We  had  an  establishment  of  some  tinder  and 
matches,  and  some  pieces  of  fat  pork,  cut  into  slips,  as  a 
substitute  for  candles.  As  soon  as  we  embarked  the 
men  paddled  away  along  shore  towards  the  head  of  the 
bay,  and  when  we  came  near  some  small  streams  which 
set  into  the  bay  we  stopped,  and,  the  men  having  struck 
a  light,  kindled  the  birch  bark  in  the  cleft  pole.  Crack¬ 
ling  like  soft  fat,  the  unctions  matter  produced  a  clear 
flame,  which  lighted  up  the  watery  depth  beneath  us  to 
the  brightness  of  day.  The  light  ashes  which  fell  occa¬ 
sionally  from  the  fire  caused  a  ripple,  which,  for  a 
moment,  confused  the  objects  beneath  ;  but,  otherwise, 
at  a  depth  of  ten  feet,  everything  was  clear  and 
resplendent.  The  slightest  form  was  distinctly  visible, 
every  pebble,  even  the  beetle  that  crawled  upon  the 
ground.  We  passed  some  perch,  lying  close  to  the 
bottom,  and  soon  after  a  rapid  quiver  of  the  water 
announced  the  presence  of  some  larger  fish.  Liberte 
now  became  animated,  and,  pointing  his  spear  in  the 
proper  direction,  made  signal  to  the  man  in  the  stern  to 
give  way.  He  struck  once— twice — without  success  ;  but 
the  third  time  brought  up  a  large  fish  on  his  spear.  It 
was  a  sucking  carp — worthless,  full  of  bones,  and  very 
watery.  However,  we  pursued  the  remainder,  and  killed 
two  more.  We  advanced  nearer  the  head  of  the  bay, 
and  at  the  same  time  saw  two  other  lights,  proceeding 
from  the  canoes  of  Indians  who  had  visited  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  were  pursuing  the  same  occupation  as 
ourselves.  All  of  a  sudden  Liberty  again  sounded  an 
alarm,  and  off  we  were  again  in  pursuit  of  a  fish,  which 
I  could  not  for  a  long  time  see,  a  fine  salmon  tront,  but 
of  a  nature  infinitely  wilder  than  the  carp.  We  chased 
him  like  lightning,  turning  and  doubling  in  his  wake, 
till  I  was  obliged  to  hold  both  sides  of  the  canoe,  to  keep 
myself  from  being  thrown  out  into  the  water.  However, 

1  caught  sight  of  the  fish  every  now  and  then,  when  he 
was  foi  a  moment  still ;  then  he  made  a  dart,  and  all 
again  was  secure.  We  were  some  minutes  after  him, 
having  lost  and  come  upon  him  again  ;  but  finally  eluded 
our  juirsuits,  and  made  his  way  into  deep  water,  till  the 
glimmer  of  his  silver  sides  was  lost  in  the  lurid  gleam 
that,  becoming  by  rapid  degrees  more  and  more  opaque, 
confined  to  its  very  narrow  limits  our  subaqueous^  pros¬ 
pect.  1  changed  places  with  Liberty,  with  some  risk  of 
being  upset,  and  took  the  spear,  kneeling  down  in  the 
head  of  the  canoe.  We  had  regularly  replenished  our 
lights,  which  burnt  out  every  five  minutes,  or  there¬ 
abouts.  We  went  back  again  to  where  we  left  the  carp, 
and  found  them  again.  I  struck  at  them  several  times, 
but  without  success.  I  saw  some  perch  close  to  the 
bottom,  and  speared  one  of  them.  We  were  in  about 
ten  feet  water,  and  I  found  it  very  necessary  to  aim  at 
least  a  foot  below  the  object.  I  saw  also  at  the  bottom 
a  hideous-looking  fish,  yellow,  with  black  spots,  the 
body  like  that  of  a  snake,  with  a  large  head,  about  a 
foot  and  a-half  long,  and  somewhat  in  form  resembling 
the  small  fish  found  under  stones  in  running  streams  in 
England,  and  called  the  miller’s  thumb.  I  speared  him, 
and  found  him  so  strong  that  I  verily  expected  ho  would 
have  broken  the  handle  of  the  spear ;  he  was  what  the 
Canadians  call  a  cat-fish.” 


The  Ewexxy 

Is  the  best  river  in  Glamorganshire  for  large 
trout.  We  have  seldom  caught  any  there  weigh¬ 
ing  less  than  a  pound,  and  they  frequently  weigh 
four  or  five.  It  is  a  small  river,  but  abounds 
with  the  most  beautiful  purling  streams,  and  its 
banks  are  generally  very  open,  especially  that 
portion  flowing  through  the  common,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Coychurch.  Erom  Pencoed  (about 
fou-  miles  from  Bridgend)  down  to  Moor  !Mill,  at 
the  little  stone  bridge  (a  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  latter  place),  in  the  mill  pond  below*,  and 
thence  as  far  as  the  bridge  crossing  the  new  rnail 
road  from  Cowbridge,  are  the  finest  angling 
stations  on  the  unpreserved  portion  of  the 
Ewenny.  The  heaviest  fish,  however,  lie  from 
below  the  last-named  bridge  to  the  river’s  con¬ 
fluence  with  the  Ggmore,  near  the  castle  of  that 
name ;  but,  before  you  attempt  to  angle  in  this 
part,  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  permission 
from  Colonel  Turberville,  of  Ewenny  Abbey,  who, 
we  believe,  never  refuses  it  to  the  fair  angler. 
We  once  took  seven  large  trout  near  a  mill, 
situated  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  without  moving  twenty  yards  from  the 
spot  where  we  had  first  stationed  ourselves.  The 
flies  were  a  blue  dun  fly,  with  a  body  composed 
of  a  mixture  of  green  and  yellow  wool  and  gold 
thread ;  dropper,  a  coch-y-bondy.  There  are 
some  excellent  anglers  and  fly-tiers  who  haunt 
and  poach  this  stream.  A  shoemaker,  and  a  deaf 
and  dumb  man,  of  the  village  near  its  mouth ; 
Stradling,  of  Bridgend,  and  Jenkins,  a  one-armed 
man,  of  the  same  place,  are  also  capital  fishermen ; 
yet,  to  employ  or  encourage  them  in  any  way 
serves  only  to  confirm  them  in  their  malpractices. 
Cotton,  of  St.  Bride’s  Minor,  the  Earl  of  Dun- 
raven’s  keeper,  is  a  most  expert  salmon  fisher. 

The  Principal  Fishing  Stations  are : 

Bettws  on  Ogmore,  five  miles  from  Bridgend, 
watered  also  by  the  Llwynvi  and  the  Garw. 

Blaen  Cwrach  on  the  G  wrach..  This  village  is 
situated  near  the  village  of  the  Vale  of  Neath, 
here  seen  in  all  its  varied  and  romantic  beauty  ; 
the  striking  character  of  its  scenery,  abounding 
with  luxuriant  verdure,  is  heightened  by  contrast 
with  the  sterile  brow  of  a  lofty  mountain,  which 
towers  above  the  neighbouring  hills,  and  whose 
rocky  declivities  are  indented  by  numerous  deep 
fissures,  through  which,  after  heavy  rains  or 
rapid  thaws,  the  waters  rush  down  in  impetuous 
torrents. — Salmon,  trout,  sewin,  &c. 

St.  Bride’s  1\Iajor,  on  the  Ogmore,  near  Bridg¬ 
end  .f — Eine  salmon  fishing. 

Glyn  Connon  on  the  Taf,  seven  miles  and  a-half 
from,  Merthyr  Tydvil.  This  hamlet  overlooks 
the  valleys  of  the  Taf  and  the  Cynon.— Salmon, 
sewin,  and  trout. 

Glyn  Corwg,  eight  miles  from  Neath.  The 
parish  comprises  some  of  the  highest  mountains 
in  Glamorganshire.  In  Blaen  G  wrach,  through 
which  flows  the  Neath  River,  is  a  lake  called 
Llyn  Bach,  nearly  a  mile  in  circumference. 
There  are  also  numerous  fine  brooks. — Excellent 
angling. 

Blaen  Honddan,  one  mile  and  three-quarters 
from  Neath,  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  western 
bank  of  Neath  River,  in  the  midst  of  very  beauti¬ 
ful  scenery. 


*  In  this  pool  we  once  booked  ten  large  trout  in  the 
distance  of  a  hundred  yards. 

t  This  place  holds  a  distinguished  rank  in  the  ancient 
history  of  the  principality,  and  is  celebrated  as  having 
been  one  of  the  earliest  known  residences  of  its  princes. 
The  castle  and  manor  of  Dunraven  formerly  belonged  to 
Sir  Arnold  Butler  ;  but,  on  the  extinction  of  the  male 
branches  of  that  family,  they  were  conveyed  by  a 
daughter  in  marriage  to  the  family  of  Vaughan. 
According  to  local  tradition,  confirmed  by  subsequent 
discoveries,  the  last  of  the  Vaughans  who  possessed  the 
manor  was  in  the  habit  of  inhumanly  setting  up  decoy 
lights,  to  mislead  vessels  in  the  Channel,  in  order  to 
increase  his  revenues  by  ivrechi  de  mer,  to  which,  as 
lord  of  the  manor,  he  became  entitled.  Within  sight  of 
the  house  was  a  rock,  dry  at  low  water,  to  which  two  of 
his  sons,  having  gone  to  divert  themselves,  and  neglect¬ 
ing  to  secure  their  boat,  it  floated  away,  and  they  were 
left  on  the  rock  till  the  return  of  the  tide,  and  perished 
in  sight  of  the  family,  who  vainly  attempted  to  afford 
them  assistance.  During  the  confusion  occasioned  in 
the  family  by  this  melancholy  event,  the  third  son,  a 
child  only  just  able  to  walk,  fell  into  a  large  vessel  of 
whey,  and  was  drowned  :  and  the  proprietor,  thus  left 
childless,  sold  the  estate  to  an  ancestor  of  the  late 
Thomas  Wyndham,  Esq.,  of  Dunraven  Castle.— Lewis. 

( To  he  continued.) 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 


By  E.  M.  Tod. 


I  PASS  over  the  happy  hours  I  used  to  spend 
fishing  the  “  Pow  burn,”  for  sticklebacks,  the 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  canal  for  roach  (and,  I 
think,  bream),  Merchiston  pond  for  perch,  and 
the  Braid  burn  for  trout — for  this  is  a  long  time 
ago  now,  forty  years  at  least,  nay,  it  must  be 
forty-five  since  I  went  for  the  spiny  stickleback, 
with  no  end  of  ardour,  for  I  remember  it  all  as 
well  as  if  it  had  happened  a  year  ago.  I  had 
fishing  in  me  from  the  first ;  and  then  of  course 
how  delighted  we  were  when  we  went  to  the 
seaside  (Trinity  and  Newhaven)  to  fish  for 
“  podlies  ”  off  the  piers,  or  to  go  out  with  old 
riiikker  in  a  boat. 

We  did  not  do  much  execution  I  daresay,  but 
who  can  deny  the  amount  of  enjoyment  which  a 
boy  gets  out  of  fishing  if  he  is  a  born  fisherman, 
as  I  was. 

Then,  how  step  by  step  I  advanced  !  My  burn 
fishing  experiences,  at  Carlops  and  Niue-Mile 
burn,  then  the  “  Compensation  Ponds  ”  away 
among  the  Pentland  Hills,  which  hills  I  had 
looked  on  from  my  birth-place,  Morningside, 
Edinburgh,  for  many  a  year.  My  journeys  by 
rail,  to  fish  the  Gala,  at  Bowland  or  Stow  ;  the 
Clyde  at  Abington  or  Lamington,  the  Water  of 
Leith,  the  Almond  and  Gogar  burn,  nearer  hand 
still — are  they  not  all  dear  to  memory  ?  Then, 
when  I  went  to  reside  near  Peebles  for  a  time, 
how  I  fished  the  Tweed ! — Manor  water,  Eddie- 


stone  water,  and  theLeithen,  &c. — and  there  were 
joys  to  be  found  up  the  hill  burns,  such  as  Glen 
Rath,  Himdleshope,  and  Bold,  and  to  this  hour 
I  enjoy  keenly  fishing  up  some  lone  mountain 
burn,  and  always  shall  whilst  I  can  walk  and 
creep. 

There  is  such  a  sense  of  infinite  enjoyment 
going  up  such  a  burn,  with  a  rod  of  eleven  or 
twelve  feet  and  a  bag  of  well-scoured  worms,  or, 
if  the  pools  are  large  and  open,  a  cast  of  flies — and 
the  latter  is  by  far  the  more  enjoyable  method 
where  you  have  elbow  room.  The  music  of  the 
burn  as  it  tumbles  along,  the  cry  of  the  moor¬ 
cock,  or  the  note  of  the  cuckoo,  alone  seem  to 
break  the  silence  of  nature. 

“  Your  (stumbling)  footsteps  seem  too  rude. 

So  stilly  is  the  solitude.” — Scott  (altered). 

If  anything  ever  made  me  an  enthusiast  I 
think  it  must  have  been  the  delights  of  burn 
fishing  in  my  boyhood.  A  companion  here  no 
one  wants.  Each  is  in  the  other’s  way,  and  it 
doubles  the  fatigue  to  have  to  pass  and  re-pass 
your  friend,  whose  trout  you  are  both  apt  to 
scare  in  the  process ;  and  who  could  have  time 
to  feel  dull  whilst  there  is  a  pool  left  unfished  p 
“  Excelsior  ”  !  ! 

I  must  tear  myself  away  from  my  subject, 
and  now  I  take  up  an  old  fishing  diary,  begun 
when  I  was  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Teviot, 
the  largest  tributary  of  the  Tweed,  where  I 
first  began  to  tie  salmon  and  trout  flies  (self- 
taught  at  first),  and  where  I  came  across  that 
king  of  anglers,  Mark  Aitken,  fisherman  to  the 
Marquis  of  Lothian,  who  taught  me  all  I  know, 
and  to  whom  I  am  truly  grateful,  though  he  is 
but  a  memory  now.  The  first  entry  is  1st  March, 
1859,  and  I  was  then  entering  my  21st  year,  and 
could  throw  a  good  line,  but  had  got  into  shock¬ 
ing  habits — striking  my  trout  far  too  hard,  and 
using  too  thick  gut ;  in  fact,  as  old  Mark  said  to 
me  afterwards,  I  was  (as  a  “fisher”)  “as  coorse  as 
heather.”  But  this  is  away  from  niy  subject. 

We  went  out  salmon-fishing  in  the  Teviot,  at 
Crailing  Tofts  that  opening  day,  and  lauded  some 
kelt,  and  as  long  as  kelts  were  to  be  taken  we 
fished  for  them  !  The  whitlings  (i.e.,  kelted  sea- 
trout)  are  invariably  kept,  and  are  not  illegal,  and 
on  a  small  trout-rod  with  fine  tackle  they  give  a 
fine  bit  of  sport,  not  unfrequently  breaking  away 
if  the  stream  is  hroad  and  strong,  and  they  get 
too  far  away.  This  is  the  “B.  B.  T.,”  (the 
sanguinary  bull-trout)  of  our  most  worthy  and 
amusing  chaplain  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hevit,  which  name,  by  the  way,  is  not 
the  one  he  adopts  when  preaching  to  sinners,  for 
clearly  he  cannot  regard  anglers  in  that  light, 
being  one  himself,  and  a  chief  of  anglers. 

I  see  there  is  nothing  remarkable  in  my  1859 
record,  except  that  I  killed  so  few  trout ! 

In  1860,  however,  I  began  to  warm  up,  and  my 
record  is  better,  though  by  no  means  wonderful. 

It  is  strange  with  what  mixed  feelings  one 
reads  an  old  diary  like  mine.  At  times  one  feels 
young  again  and  buoyant,  and  then  one  comes 
across  some  entry  which  reminds  one  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  outlived,  one  by  one,  many  who 
were  dear  to  us  in  the  old  days.  Still  their 
memories  remain  green  ;  and  we  read  on.  It  is 
the  same  record  of  a  few  pounds,  from  31b.  to 
81b.  a  day,  sometimes  less  than  two ;  one  day 
from  the  Teviot,  another  from  its  tributary  the 
Kale,  another  from  the  parent  river  the  Tweed. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  however,  I  had  a  unique 
experience — a  day’s  fishing  for  pike  and  perch  on 
Primside  Loch,  near  Yetholrn.  Ah!  how  well  I 
remember  it  all.  Our  comrade  (J.)  had  got  per¬ 
mission  from  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  and  we 
placed  ourselves  in  the  hands  of  “Will  Tait,” 
professional  fisherman  and  fly-dresser,  he  bring¬ 
ing  with  him  a  good  supply  of  live  minnows. 

I  rode  my  own  little  horse,  “  Billy  ”  (a  peppery 
little  fellow  he  was,  too,  and  a  beggar  to  shy), 
and  J — — ,  P — — ,  and  “  Will  Tait”  went  in  the 
dog-cart. 

Our  journey  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Yetholrn 
(famous  for  its  gipsy  encampment)  I  remember 
still.  Every  one  was  in  high  spirits,  for  the  loch 
was  seldom  fished.  When  we  got  to  the  loch  we 
found,  however,  that  the  duke  only  owned  the 
tail  end  of  it,  and  this  was  a  dismal  swamp,  full 
of  high  reeds.  The  whole  of  the  rest  of  the 
property  belonged  to  Mr.  Oliver,  who  also 
possessed  the  only  boat !  Our  spirits  straightway 
went  down  to  zero,  but  J.,  who  always  had  lots 
of  “  cheek,”  volunteered  to  call  at  Lochside 


House,  and  ask  Mr.  Oliver’s  permission.  I  lent 
him  my  horse,  and  away  he  went,  we  remaining 
quietly  in  the  dog-cart.  He  came  back  in  great 
glee,  looking  full  of  mischief.  He  had  obtained 
permission  to  fish  for  all  of  us — for  one  day. 
“What  about  the  boat?”  we  said.  “Oh,  Mr. 
Oliver  said  that  it  had  been  lying  for  a  year  or 
rnore  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  would  leak 
like  a  sieve,  and  that  we  would  risk  our  lives  if 
we  used  it.  Upon  that,”  said  J.,  “  I  turned  on 
him,  saying.  If  we  like  to  take  the  risk,  may  W’e 
use  the  boat  ?  and  ho  said  ‘  Certainly ;  but  1 
don’t  advise  you  to  do  so.’  ” 

In  less  time  than  it  takes  to  write  it  we  had 
the  horses  and  trap  put  up,  went  down  to 
the  boat,  and  dragged  her  to  the  edge  of  the 
loch.  My  eye!  How  she  did  leak!  It  seemed 
quite  hopeless  at  first,  but  by  dint  of  pocket- 
handkerchiefs  and  newspapers  packed  into  the 
worst  places,  and  one  of  us  told  off  to  bale  her 
the  whole  time,  the  boat  was  launched.  I  don’t 
know  whether  to  laugh  or  to  take  another  and 
graver  view  of  it  now,  but  a  more  foolhardy  pro¬ 
ceeding  I  have  never  been  engaged  in.  We  took 
it  in  turns  to  fish  from  the  boat,  and  well  do  I 
remember  how,  in  a  few  hours’  spinning  towards 
the  reeds  which  fringed  the  margin  of  the 
pond,  I  succeeded  in  taking  six  pike  and  121b.  of 
perch.  Altogether  we  killed  half  a  hundred¬ 
weight  of  fish,  nine  pike  in  all,  of  which  I  caught 
six,  averaging  31b.  each.  I  think  our  supply  of 
live  minnows  ran  short,  and  compelled  us  to  give 
up  earlier  than  we  would  otherwise  have  done. 

Mr.  Oliver,  who  was  somewhat  of  a  cur¬ 
mudgeon,  was  so  disgusted  when  he  found  out 
that  we  had  reallg  used  his  boat  and  killed  some 
of  his  fish,  that  he  met  our  next  request  with  a 
most  emphatic  refusal.  What  a  merry  crew  we 
were  as  we  drove  and  rode  home  !  It  ^vas  rare 
fun.  Mind  you,  I  quite  think  that  if  the  Luke 
(that  is,  the  grandfather  to  the  present  Duke  of 
Roxburgh),  had  given  us  a  splendid  dry  boat,  the 
“  well  ”  full  of  live  bait,  and  the  luncheon-basket 
full  of  everything  good,  we  would  not  have 
enjoyed  it  half  so  much  as  sitting  in  a  wet  boat, 
having  every  now  and  again  to  run  her  ashore 
till  she  was  bailed  out  afresh  and  the  plugs 
renewed.  Young  fellows  will  be  young,  and, 
after  all,  who  will  say  that  the  game  was  not 
worth  the  candle?  It  was  a  most  enjoyable  day 
to  myself,  nay,  to  all  of  us ;  and,  beyond  being 
thoroughly  and  innocently  happy,  what  is  more 
enviable  in  this  our  brief  life  ?  It  was  “  an 
awful  lark,”  as  well  as  a  fair  day’s  fishing ;  and, 
as  pike  and  perch  were  quite  out  of  our  line,  I 
think  the  entire  chsiuge  doubled  our  enjoyment. 

Proceeding  with  my  diary,  I  find  that  I  used  to 
take  the  train  across  to  the  Tweed  at  Maxton  or 
St.  Boswell’s  stations,  occasionally,  with  one  or 
more  of  our  friends,  and,  meanwhile,  I  note  some 
very  fair  baskets  of  trout  taken  from  the  Teviot 
at  Crailing  and  Nisbet.  One  day,  for  instance, 
my  basket  contained,  amongst  others,  three  trout, 
averaging  more  than  a  pound  apiece,  then  one 
l|lb. ;  and  on  the  same  water  to-day  I  should 
say  three  such  trout  are  seldom  taken,  since  free 
fishing  and  poaching  have  well-nigh  ruined  that 
lovely  stretch  of  water.  Again  I  find,  on  June  7, 
1860,  that  I  rode  up  to  Hounam  Inn  with  my  old 
friend  B.  (and  with  whom  I  hope  to  fish  the 
Deveron  in  May  this  year).  We  put  up  our  nags 
at  the  inn,  and  stayed  till  the  evening  of  the  8tb, 
fishing  the  head  waters  of  the  Kale  and  also 
Heatherhope  burn.  I  find  I  had  killed  51b.  when 
it  came  on  a  terrible  thunderstorm,  and  we  were 
glad  to  seek  the  shelter  of  a  cottage.  Next  day  1 
had  91b.  of  trout,  and  then  we  rode  home 
together — to  Wooden. 

On  the  19th,  with  the  same  friend,  I  went  to 
Callander,  having  never  been  in  the  Highland.s 
on  a  fishing  trip  before. 

We  tried  Loch  Lubnaig  for  one  day,  then  Loch 
Earn,  and,  doing  but  little,  went  on  to  Lnib  Inn, 
on  the  Dochart  river.  Here  we  fished  the  two 
small  lochs  out  of  which  the  Dnchart  pours — 
Loch  Ure  and  Loch  Dochart — and  had,  on  the 
whole,  fair  sport,  though  the  trout,  as  a  rule,  ran 
small.  I  had  two  very  fair  baskets  indeed — one  a 
remarkably  good  half  day — both  which  are 
worthy  of  notice  I  think. 

On  June  25  we  fished  from  the  same  boat  on 
tbe  small  upper  loch  (Loch  Dochart),  and  the  day 
was  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  it  poured  inces¬ 
santly.  Nevertheless,  I  find  the  following  record 
of  sport :  B  ,  9|lb  ,  self,  17^1b.,  one  of  them  being 
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a  trout  of  I'lb. — a  rare  event  with  fly  on  Loch 
Uochart — in  all  ‘271b.  of  trout.  We  had  to  drive 
to  the  loch,  and  walked  back,  sis  miles  each  way. 

Well,  next  morning  we  fount!  it  was  still  ^a 
dead  calm,  with  a  steady  downpour  of  rain.  So 
we  set  to  work,  B.  to  write  letters  and  I  to  dress 
flies.  When  after  mid-day  my  companion 
suddenly  looked  up  and  said,  “  Why  don’t  you 
go  up  and  see  what  you  could  do  alone  on  the 
loch?”  “Oh:”  I  replied,  “a  pretty  time  to 
suggest  it.  I  wouldn’t  be  able  to  start  fishing 
till  two  o’clock,  but  get  me  a  snack  and  order  the 
trap,  and  I  will  eo.”  And  1  w'ent ! 

1  fished  from  2  to  fl  or  fl  30  with  fly,  and  when 
1  reached  the  inn  I  had  241b.  nett  weight  of  trout 
all  with  fly.  I  always  have  lamented  that  I  had  not 
made  an  early  start,  as  I  firmly  believe  I  should 
have  made  a  record  day  of  it.  It  was  ever  thus. 
It  rained  incessantly,  and  trout  kept  rising  for 
two  hours  all  round  the  boat.  There  was  no 
wind,  and  my  notion  was  (and  is)  that  millions  of 
midges  were  being  knocked  down  by  the  falling 
rain-drops.  Never  have  I  seen  such  a  sight 
before  or  since  on  any  loch.  While  the  “  rise  ” 
was  on  I  simply  threw  the  trout  into  the  boat 
anyhow,  economising  thus  every  moment,  and 
not  minding  if  I  lost  a  few  trout  by  my  haste  in 
landing  them. 

It  is,  under  such  circumstances,  wise  to  make 
one’s  hay  whilst  the  sun  is  shining.  A  timid 
fisherman,  who  needs  must  play  every  trout  as  if 
time  was  of  no  importance,  never  will  make  a 
good  basket  in  a  short  time.  So  now  and  then 
one  must  depart  from  fixed  rules  and  collar  one’s 
trout  with  a  firm  and  masterful  hand.  If  he 
goes,  let  him  ;  cast  again,  and  you  ought  to  hook 
another.  For  thus  only  will  big  baskets  be  made 
in  a  few  hours.  “  Verhum  sat.  sapientes.” 

I  find,  on  the  28th,  when  fishing  the  lower  loch 
(Loch  Ure),  that  my  friend  hooked  a  fine  male 
salmon  in  Loch  Ure,  about  Ifllb.  or  181b.,  with  a 
trout-fly,  which  gave  him  a  grand  run.  Just  as  it 
was  dead-beat,  and  coming  within  reach  of  the 
gaff,  it  came  up  vertically,  only  showing  its  large 
jaws,  which  kept  opening  and  shutting,  showing 
plainly  the  upturned  jaw  of  the  male.  I  had  the 
gaff,  and  in  another  foot  or  so  the  boat  would 
have  been  sufficiently  near  for  me  to  gaff  him 
through  the  gills — the  best  chance  in  such 
a  case — when,  suddenly,  the  hook  tore  its 
way  out  of  the  soft  tissues  of  the  mouth,  and 
Salmo  salar  sank  like  a  log,  without  giving  even 
a  boil  as  he  went  out  of  sight.  It  was  a  fine  Tay 
salmon.  Many  a  dozen  has  he  slain  since  that 
day,  but  I  cannot  help  recalling  the  bitterness  of 
the  moment  as  I  suddenly  saw  the  rod  straighten, 
and  knew  that  he  was  lost.  We  got  Iflib.  of 
trout,  however,  between  us. 

On  J uly  4,  fishing  the  same  little  loch,  my  friend 
killed  a  trout  of  l:|lb.  with  fly,  and,  on  examining 
it,  we  found  a  gut  casting  line  trailing  out  about 
a  foot  or  more  through  the  vent,  whilst  in  the 
mouth  the  same  casting  line  was  found  still,  the 
fish  having,  perhaps,  been  hooked  by  the  dropper 
fly,  as  the  gut  of  this  was  still  within  the  trout’s 
mouth.  As  this  is  a  singular  coincidence,  I 
vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  it. 

But  how  did  the  gut  find  its  way  through  the 
fish  ?  I  confess  this  is  a  puzzle.  There  it  was, 
however,  beyond  all  doubt. 

One  or  two  theories  I  have  advanced  in  my 
own  mind,  more  or  less  unsatisfactory  to  myself, 
to  account  for  this  singular  circumstance.  The 
first  being  that  the  fish  was  hooked,  say  in  the 
tongue,  and  by  the  second  dropper,  and  the 
angler,  by  hard  striking,  had  broken  his  casting- 
line  just  above  where  the  dropper  was  attached. 
Then,  perhaps,  in  dashing  at  a  small  trout,  the 
gut-line  got  across  the  body  of  the  small  trout  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  swallowed  with  the  fish. 

Another  theory  is  that  a  small  trout  was 
hooked  on  the  end  fly,  and  the  angler  broke  his 
cast  at  a  weak  place,  in  striking.  Being  in 
distress,  the  larger  fish  would  perhaps  go  for  and 
swallow  him,  line  and  all ;  and  so,  in  the  course  of 
time,  the  gut  line  would  get  naturally  passed 
through.  There  was  no Jly  attached  to  the  line; 
this  had  gone  belore  we  hooked  him. 

Next  day,  July  o,  we  wound  up  a  most  pleasant 
and  memorable  trip  by  killing  18 jib.  of  trout. 

’I'he  trap  was  to  meet  us  this  afternoon,  and,  as 
the  sun  came  out  very  hot  and  fly-fishing  was 
useless,  I  mounted  a  pike  spinning-tackle,  tied  on 
gimp,  a  double  row  of  double  hooks  inserted  into 
a  small  trout,  and  in  a  very  short  time  I  hooked 


and  killed  a  yellow  trout  of  3|lb.  on  my  10ft.  fly- 
rod — a  good  finale  to  our  first  Highland  fishing 
trip. 

On  July  9  I  found  that  I  killed  a  clean-run 
bright  grilse  of  61b.  whilst  teaching  my  friend 
J.  how  to  fish  with  clear  water-worm  up-stream 
in  the  Teviot,  just  in  sight  of  Mark  Ait  ken’s 
cottage,  and  in  the  stream  called  “  Miss  Elliot.” 
Mark’s  wife  w'atched  me  handle  the  fish,  which 
made  several  summersaults,  and  Mark  afterwards 
told  me  that  she  expressed  her  approval.  More¬ 
over,  I  had  very  fine  tackle,  and  no  gaff  or 
landing-net ;  and  what  gave  greater  interest  to 
the  capture  was  the  fact  that  it  was  a  compara¬ 
tively  rare  event  to  take  a  clean-run  grilse  from 
the  Teviot  at  Nisbet.  Some  favouring  circum¬ 
stances  had  sent  a  few  up,  for  I  find  that,  with  a 
small  midge-fly,  I  killed  another  grilse,  I  jlb.,  on 
the  13th,  about  a  mile  lower  down. 

My  last  day  with  the  trout  fly  on  the  Teviot  was 
a  sad  one,  inasmuch  as  I  was  leaving  the  roof 
that  had  sheltered  me  for  so  long,  so  I  resolved  to 
spend  it  fishing,  instead  of  growling  over  the 
inevitable.  This  was  on  August  20,  and  I  find 
that  ‘‘  1  went  out  to  have  a  forenoon’s  fishing 
prior  to  leaving  Wooden.”  The  trout  were 
rising  greedily  at  a  very  thin  greenish  fly,  but  no 
imitation  I  had  would  induce  the  trout  to  take. 

I  even  stripped  a  wing  by  half,  and  then,  taking 
a  piece  of  silk,  tied  it  down  to  the  shank  of  the 
hook  to  imitate  the  thin  fly  in  vain. 

“Thoroughly  disgusted  and  humbled,  I  donned 
a  couple  of  small  grilse  flies,  and  in  the  first  pool 
I  fished  I  had  a  small  grilse,  l|lb.  (in  the  “  Dub  ”), 
and  from  “  Oxnam  Foot  Pool”  a  sea  trout,  both 
newly  run,  of  21b.,  a  sort  of  thing  one  does  not 
always  do  on  that  part  of  the  river. 

In  September  I  fished  for  two  days  with  my 
brother  (the  writer  of  “  Tod’s  Trout  Fishing 
Guide  to  the  Isle  of  Man  ”)  in  the  Ribble. 
near  Chatburn,  on  the  borders,  I  think,  of 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  but  our  record  was 
a  poor  one,  owing  to  water  and  weather 
being  both  unfavourable  for  sport;  and  I  would 
like  just  to  remark,  once  and  for  all,  that  some 
angling  writers  .seem  to  have  had  an  average  of 
success  that  has  never  attended  myself,  t'mecially 
on  the  Tweed  and  its  hard  fished  tributaries. 
Many  is  the  day  I  have  had  to  record  three  or 
four  trout — on  the  Tweed,  at  St.  Boswells  or 
IMaxton — and  I  have  done  “  my  level  best.”. 
Trout  would  not  rise,  or  if  they  did,  it  was  only 
to  give  a  gentle  “  knock  ”  to  the  fly  ;  and  if  this 
was  so  in  the  old  days,  it  is  more  so  now  (after 
May  is  half-way  through  in  particular),  for,  save 
in  the  warm  summer  evenings  or  dark  still  nights, 
the  Tweed  trout  is  well  able  to  take  care  of  him¬ 
self  once  in  condition !  Those  who  despise  Scotch 
trout  as  only  half  educated  creatures,  are  hereby 
invited  to  try  conclusions  with  the  trout  of  the 
Tweed  and  the  Teviot,  with  artificial  fly  only, 
after  the  middle  of  May,  and  to  record  their 
average  baskets  for  a  fortnight’s  fishing.  It  would 
be  interesting  if  the  dry  fly  disciple  should  win 
the  trick,  which  I,  as  a  disciple  of  the  wet  fly. 
have  so  often  lost. 

(To  he  continued.) 


C H A R ACTE RISTIC  NORWEGIAN 
STREAAIS. 


Once  more  in  the  northern  valleys  and  glens 
there  is  the  sound  of  many  waters  ;  across  the 
glaciers  and  the  vast  snow  drifts  of  the  upper 
fjelds  the  north  wind  still  blows,  but  with  abated 
bitterness,  for  mingled  with  its  wintry  accents 
there  comes  once  more  the  breath  of  spring. 
Through  the  driving  mist  a  watery  sun  gleam.s 
fitfully  over  the  snow-clad  mountains,  from  which 
torrents  innumerable  are  pouring  into  the  valleys; 
in  sheltered  nooks  among  the  pine  foi’ests,  the 
first  timid  wild  flowers  are  peeping  forth  ;  the 
great  rivers,  so  recently  silent  and  ice-bound,  are 
roaring  in  heavy  flood  to  the  sea,  and,  sniffing 
from  afar  the  mighty  volumes  of  fresh  water, 
the  salmon  are  hurrying  up  the  ijords  in  shoals. 
Awakened  from  his  long  sleep  by  the  same 
potent  influence,  the  bear  has  deserted  his  winter 
den  and  is  seeking  the  wherewithal  to  sati-fy  the 
apj)elite  engendered  by  his  many  months  of 
abstinence;  in  the  depths  of  the  forest  the  caper¬ 
cailzie  and  the  blackcock  are  courting  the 
admiration  of  their  female  friends,  strutting  about 


and  displaying  their  glossy  plumage  ;  on  the  bare 
birch  trees  of  Lofodeu  and  Westeraalen  the 
ryper  sit,  a  silent  company,  while  high  in  air  the 
eagles  swoop,  and  w  ith  “  piercing  ken  ”  seek  their 
prey.  , 

Across  the  dreary  wastes  of  Lapland  an^ci 
Finmarken,  the  Lapps  and  their  reindeer  heids 
are  starting  on  their  long  and  toilsome  journey 
to  the  coast,  where  among  the  salt  breezes  the 
deer  will  nibble  the  crisp  herbage  and  escape 
from  the  attacks  of  the  bloodthirsty  mosquito,  to 
return  once  more  in  autumn,  invigorated  by  their 
summer  trip,  and  from  many  a  Norwegian  hom^ 
stead  the  cattle  and  ponies  are  rushing,  mad  with 
the  delight  of  recovered  liberty,  fresh  air  and 
food.  On  the  coasts  of  the  icy  sea  the  toilers 
of  the  deep  are  still  at  work  ;  the  rivers  are  still 
in  the  grip  of  the  frost  king  and  sheeted  in  ice  ; 
the  great  lakes  still  lie  silent  and  unresponsi  ve  to 
the  gusts  that  sweep  over  their  wide  surfaces. 

But  even  for  these  the  time  of  summer,  though 
brief,  is  at  hand  ;  the  birch  will  ere  long  put  forth 
its  tender  shoots,  the  water  from  the  ice-bound 
morasses  and  tundras  will  be  reh  ased,  and  the 
fountains  sing  again.” 

Europe  offers  many  summer  play-grounds  to 
the  wandering  Briton  in  whom  the  love  of  sport 
is  innate,  but  the  nearest  and  most  easily  avail¬ 
able  substitute  for  Scotland,  with  its  deer  forests, 
grouse  moors,  and  salmon  rivers,  is  undoubtedly 
to  be  found  in  old  Norway.  It  has  now  become 
the  favourite  resort  of  thousands  of  tourists, 
many  of  whom  on  their  return  plunge  into  print 
regarding  their  experiences.  However,  with  the 
possible  woes  or  pleasures  of  these  we  do  not  pro¬ 
pose  to  deal  in  this  paper,  but  would  merely  make 
reference  to  some  of  the  salmon  rivers,  which 
differ  from  one  another  considerably  in  the 
individual  characteristics  as  well  as  in  the  season 
during  which  they  fish  best.  With  the  exception 
of  the  month  of  December  and  the  first  ten  days 
of  January,  say  six  weeks  in  all,  the  British 
salmon  fisher  need  never  be  idle.  The  Ilth  of 
the  latter  month  is  the  opening  day  on  the  Thurso 
and  the  Naver,  as  is  the  ISth  on  the  Loch  and 
River  Tay,  and  thenceforward  until  May, 

“■  spring  ”  salmon  fishing  in  Scotland  may  be  said 
to  be  in  full  swing.  In  that  month  some  of  the 
rivers  in  southern  Norway  begin  to  fish,  in  June 
many  salmon  are  taken  with  the  rod  on  the  rivers 
of  thegreat  Trondhjem  Fjord  and  neighbourhood, 
and  in  the  far  north  July  is  the  month  par  excel¬ 
lence.  While,  however,  the  fishing  on  these  is  over  ' 

at  the  latest  by  the  middle  of  August,  some  of  the 
streams  in  the  country  about  Stavanger  and  as 
far  north  as  the  Nord  Fjord  fish  right  up  to  the  J 
end  of  the  season,  when  the  glutton  may  betake  ! 
himself  once  more  to  home  waters,  and  “  tak’ 
his  till  ”  of  the  autumn  fishing  on  our  famous 
Border  river. 

Owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  mountain  ranges 
to  the  west  coast  of  Norway,  few  of  the  rivers 
descending  therefrom  towards  the  west  are  acces¬ 
sible  to  the  migratory  salmonidae  for  any  con¬ 
siderable  distance;  all  are  dependent  on  snow 
and  ice  for  their  summer  snpply  of  water,  and  all 
those  which  have  not  reservoirs  to  fall  back  upon 
in  the  shape  of  large  lakes  or  glaciers  fall  away 
to  nothing  after  the  supply  of  snow  which  fell 
the  previous  winter  has  been  exhausted,  unless, 
indeed,  a  timely  rain  flood  should  come  to  the 
angler’s  assistance.  As  a  matter  of  fact  these 
summer  rainfloods,  however,  on  rivers  of  a  tor¬ 
rential  character,  are  not  unmitigated  blessings; 
they  make  the  water  absolutely  unflshable  during 
their  continuance,  and  their  subsidence  is  so 
rapid  that  it  remains  in  order  a  very- short  time. 
During  a  somewhat  lengthy  fishing  experience  on 
these  northern  waters,  w'e  can  only  recollect  two 
occasions  on  which  the  season’s  bag  was  very 
materially  increased  by  a  summer  rainflood. 
The  first  of  these  occurred  within  a  fortnight 
of  the  beginning  of  the  fishing  season,  our 
prospects  for  which  were  bad,  owing  to 
the  smallness  of  the  snowfall  on  the  fjelds 
the  preceding  winter.  Had  there  been  no 
rain,  the  river,  a  large  one,  could  not  have 
lasted  out  another  week ;  as  it  turned  out,  we 
killed  to  our  own  rod  23001b.  of  salmon,  besides  a 
very  considerable  quantity  of  grilse  and  sea- 
trout,  our  friends  benefiting  in  like  degree.  The 
largest  salmon  weighed  401b.,  and  they  averaged 
211b.  throughout.  The  other  rainflood  took  place 
on  the  same  stream  within  a  fortnight  of  the 
date  when  the  fishing  was  generally  con- 
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sidered  over  for  the  season.  Some  days  before 
our  friends  had  left  in  disgust,  the  river  having 
run  away  to  nothing  ;  while  the  fish  were  being 
pretty  nearly  boiled  in  the  limpid  water  and  were 
as  sulky  as  could  be.  One  day  soon  after 
being  thus  deserted,  we  were  fishing  our 
favourite  “  fjeld-vand,”  and  were  both  astonished 
and  disgusted  at  the  extraordinary  behaviour  of 
the  brown  trout  which  formed  its  inhabitants, 
and  which  were  usually  a  free-rising  and  con¬ 
fiding  race.  But  on  that  day  they  seemed  to  have 
completely  altered  their  natures,  and  instead  of 
responding  gaily  to  my  invitation  to  “  come  and 
l)e  killed  ”  as  was  their  friendly  wont,  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  assumed  all  the  airs  and  graces 
(  f  our  most  highly-educated  English  fish,  and  no 
combination  of  fur  and  feather  that  we  could  offer 
would  tempt  their  usually  omnivorous  appetites. 
The  result  was  a  mutual  determination  to  return 
immediately  to  “  England,  home,  and  duty  ”  and 
with  a  very  light  basket.  (.)nce  or  twice  during  the 
walk  home  across  the  hills,  a  matter  of  six  pain¬ 
fully  honest  miles,  my  Norwegian  henchman,  an 
extremely  reticent  individual  who  rarely  offered 
an  opinion  upon  anything  under  the  sun,  grunted 
out  the  word  “Regnveir.”  We  examined  the  sky 
in  all  directions  for  the  weather  sign  on 
which  this  authoritative  prophecy  (for  Hans’ 
opinion  about  anything  pertaining  to  fish  and 
fishing  was  second  to  none)  was  based,  but  in  vain. 
The  sky  was  absolutely  clear,  and  there  was  not 
a  scintilla  of  cloud  or  even  mist  to  be  seen  in  any 
direction.  On  reaching  the  farm,  however,  we 
found  that  the  aneroid  agreed  with  Hans,  and 
accounted  for  the  eccentric  behaviour  of  the  trout 
in  the  mountain  loch,  for  since  morning  it  had 
gone  back  tremendously,  and  was  still  falling 
fast.  Within  a  couple  of  hours  the  sky  was  com¬ 
pletely  overcast  with  heavy  black  clouds,  and 
before  midnight  the  rain  was  descending  in  sheets, 
accompanied  by  a  south-westerly  gale  which 
whistled  among  the  higher  tops  and  howled 
down  the  valley.  But  the  time  of  figs  was  not  yet. 
The  next  afternoon  the  river  began  to  rise,  con- 
1  inuing  to  do  so  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  so 
heavy  and  prolonged  was  the  rainfall  that  for 
two  days  fishing  was  out  of  the  question.  Start¬ 
ing  early  the  following  morning,  and  fishing  for 
twelve  hours  right  away,  wm  killed  with  the  fly 
2401b.  weight  of  salmon  and  grilse,  wdnding  up  a 
somewhat  hard  day  with  a  thirty-three  pounder 
in  the  Home  pool.  Besides  the  fish  actually 
landed  we  rose  many  others,  some  of  which  were 
Imoked  and  played,  but  seeing  that  we  had  hit 
off  a  good  day,  which  was  not  a  Sunday,  in  each 
case  we  administered  the  butt  freely  ah  iniiio, 
and  doubtless  lost  several  fish  which,  if  more 
tenderly  treated,  might  easily  have  been  brought 
lo  the  gaff.  The  river  did  not  quite  reach  its 
former  low  level  again  for  five  dajs,  and  during 
that  time  our  individual  efforts  added  750lb. 
to  an  already  very  fair  season’s  bag,  while 
the  only  other  two  Englishmen  remaining 
on  the  river  also  did  well.  As  I  have 
already  remarked,  however,  snow  is  the 
ih'ng  one  must  look  to  for  good  sport  on  a 
Norwegian  river,  snow  that  has  fallen  on  the 
mountains  before  the  preceding  Christmas,  and 
has  been  so  consolidated  by  alternating  tempera¬ 
tures  and  by  rain,  as  to  melt  gradually  beneath 
the  rays  of  the  summer  sun.  Late  fallen  snow  is 
generally  worse  than  useless,  it  comes  away  all  at 
once,  creates  a  condition  of  the  water  unattractive 
to  ascending  salmon,  and  during  which  angling  is 
useless,  and  is  of  no  permanent  benefit.  In  Scot¬ 
land  the  rivers  that  fish  first  are  in  the  extreme 
north,  the  east  coast  streams  are  nearly  all  earl}^ 
V  hile  those  of  the  west,  on  the  other  hand,  have  no 
spring  run  of  salmon.  In  Norway  the  influences 
which  create  these  somewhat  remarkable  condi¬ 
tions  and  apparent  discrepancies  are  not  at  work, 
and  it  may  be  said  that  the  further  south  a  river 
i.s  the  earlier  it  fishes,  and  the  further  north  the 
later. 

The  Topdal,  which  enters  the  sea  at  Christian- 
sand  close  to  the  most  southern  point  of  Norway, 
may  be  quoted  as  an  example  of  the  rivers  where 
sport  may  be  had  early  in  the  season  with  the  rod. 
In  comparison  to  its  neighbours,  the  Torrisdal 
and  the  Mandal,  it  discharges  only  a  small  volume 
of  water,  moreover  it  is  of  rather  a  slow  flowing 
character,  and  the  bulk  of  the  ascending  fish  are 
stopped  at  Boenfoss,  about  four  miles  only  from 
the  sea,  nevertheless  it  is  frequented  by  large 
numbers  of  salmon  which  take  the  ily  freeljq  and 


which,  although  not  celebrated  for  their  hand¬ 
some  ajipearance  or  their  edible  qualities,  show 
good  sport.  As  a  specimen  of  what  may  be  done 
on  this  little  river,  one  rod  in  seventeen  daj^s’ 
fishing  killed  with  the  fly  175  fish,  weighing 
2,1141b.,  an  average  of  121b.  throughout,  while  on 
the  last  day  of  one  season,  fifty  fish  were  taken  at 
the  Boenfoss  with  the  rod. 

The  difficulties  attending  the  artificial  breeding 
of  salmon  in  Norway  are  numerous  and  great. 
Frequently,  owing  to  an  exceptionally  high  or  low 
state  of  the  water  of  a  river  where  a  hatchery 
has  been  put  up,  no  parent  fish  are  obtainable  at 
the  proper  season,  and  the  hatchery  remains 
untenanted  and  useless.  Sometimes  that  estab¬ 
lishment  has  been  constructed  on  a  burn  or 
spring,  and  a  severe  frost  cuts  off  the  water 
supply,  effectually  destroying  all  hope  of  the 
roe  attaining  maturity ;  from  autumn,  too, 
throughout  the  winter  and  spring,  the  spawning 
beds  are  subject  to  the  action  of  severe  frosts 
and  heavy  floods,  both  of  which  destroy  immense 
quantities  of  roe  and  fry. 

To  obviate  these  difficulties  if  possible,  a  scheme 
was  under  the  consideration  of  the  authorities 
for  the  erection  of  a  groat  central  breeding 
establishment,  where  the  possibility  of  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  such  misfortunes  would  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  and  from  which  rivers  throughout  the 
country  would  be  supplied  at  a  reasonable  cost. 
A  plan  for  such  an  establishment  was  worked 
out,  and  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
surroundings  of  all  the  rivers  in  Norway,  the 
farm  of  Boon  on  the  Topdal  was  finally  selected 
by  the  inspector  as  fulfilling  the  necessary  con¬ 
ditions  better  than  any  other  place.  Plenty  of 
both  river  and  clear  spring  water  were  to  be 
found  handy  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  building, 
basins  for  the  capture  and  retention  of  spawning 
fish  could  easily  have  been  arranged,  and  in  the 
inspector’s  opinion,  the  facilities  for  the  capture 
of  parent  fish  were  gi’eater  than  at  any  other 
place  throughout  the  country.  The  scheme  met 
with  much  approval  in  the  Storthing,  but  it 
hung  fire  in  committee  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
owner  at  Boen  withdrew  his  consent. 

Another  spring  river  is  the  Laagen,  which 
enters  salt  water  near  the  town  of  Laurvik  on  the 
south-eastern  coast,  but  although  salmon  ascend 
it  early  in  the  year,  they  do  not  get  as  tar  as  the 
fall  where  the  best  fishing  is  until  later  on.  It  is 
by  no  means  a  typical  Norwegian  stream,  as  it 
consists  mostly  of  long  characterless  reaches  of 
slow  flowing  water;  the  rod  fishing  portion  is 
therefore  very  limited  in  extent.  The  formation 
of  the  crack  pool  is  somewhat  peculiar  and  merits 
a  brief  description.  When  the  river  is  at  an 
ordinary  height  the  fall  is  over  70  feet  high,  and  at 
its  foot  there  is  a  fine  deep  pool,  always  crammed 
with  salmon  after  their  arrival  in  these  upper 
waters.  At  the  tail  of  this  pool  the  river  con¬ 
tracts  to  a  width  of  about  thirty-five  yards,  with 
high  rocks  on  either  bank,  the  result  being  that 
a  flood  raises  the  level  of  the  pool  above  very 
rapidly,  frequently  15  feet  to  20  feet,  the  outlet  at 
the  tad  being  insufficiently  wide  to  allow  the 
water  to  escape.  When  such  is  the  state  of 
matters  there  is  no  use  putting  up  a  rod,  not  a 
fish  will  move  at  any  form  of  lure,  but  when  the 
water  has  run  off  sufficiently  to  expose  a  certain 
rock,  then  salmon  will  take  freely,  not  only  along 
the  rocks  at  the  tail  of  the  pool,  but  also 
all  over  it,  and  even  in  deep  water.  When 
the  river  is  low,  or  at  an  ordinary  level,  it 
is  of  course  out  of  the  question  for  a 
fish  to  ascend  the  fall,  but  such  is  the  im¬ 
mense  reduction  made  in  the  height  of  the  latter 
by  a  flood  that  a  good  many  salmon  are  then 
enabled  to  pass  up;  immediately  prior  to  these 
occasions  all  the  fish  in  the  pool  assemble  imme¬ 
diately  below  the  fall  in  order  to  attempt  the 
ascent.  When  in  spate  the  Laagen  comes  down 
a  beautiful  brown  colour,  an  advantage  possessed 
by  but  few  Norwegian  rivers,  but  the  soul  of 
the  angler  is  often  sorely  vexed  with  the  sawdust 
and  floating  timber  so  common  on  these  southern 
streams,  and  peace  and  amity  can  hardly  be  said 
to  reign  between  the  upper  and  lower  proprietors. 
It  is  interesting  to  recall  the  bag  made  on  this 
river  by  Sir  Hyde  Parker  and  Colonel  Eyres,  as 
far  back  as  the  year  1838,  when,  according  to  Mr. 
Lloyd,  these  two  sportsmen  killed  in  three  days 
in  the  end  of  July  “  111  fish,  some  of  them  .Jolb., 
I  and  one  401b.”  It  appears,  however,  that  a 
number  of  these  were  brown,  and  must  have 


been  in  the  river  for  a  month  or  more.  After 
relating  how  about  the  same  time  another  angler 
landed  fourteen  fish  to  his  own  rod  in  one  day, 
Mr.  Lloyd  gives  the  following  extract  from  a 
private  letter,  dated  29th  of  J  uly,  from  a  friend  : 
— “  We  are  now  under  weigh  for  Russia,  having 
been  stajing  a  fortnight  at  the  falls  of  Laagen, 
and  have  killed  ninety-seven  salmon,  the  eight 
largest  from  191b.  to  201b.  The  remainder  13lb., 
91b.,  81b.,  down  to  41b.,  and  we  should  have  killed 
a  good  many  more  only,  unfortunately,  B.  was 
confined  with  a  bad  knee  that  lasted  six  days, 
and  is  still  completely  disabled.  I  caught,  the 
last  few  days,  twelve,  eleven,  and  nine  salmon  a 
day.” 

Many  have  been  the  experiments  which  have 
been  made  in  Norway  and  in  the  British  Isles  by 
the  constructibn  of  passes  or  ladders  to  open  u]) 
fresh  spawning  ground  to  the  migratory 
salmonidic,  and  few  have  been  the  successes. 
The  latest  of  those  which  has  turned  out  satisfac¬ 
torily,  would  seem  to  be  the  Birkremselv,  or,  as 
it  is  called  in  the  lower  portion  of  its  course,  the 
Tengs  Elv,  which  enters  the  sea  at  Egersund, 
some  24  hours  by  train  from  the  town  of  Sta¬ 
vanger.  This  considerable  stream  drains  a  basin 
some  270  square  miles  in  extent,  and  the  main 
branch  has  a  course  of  about  40  miles,  but  up 
to  three  years  ago  the  river  was  practically 
closed  to  ascending  fish  at  a  point  less  than  one 
English  mile  from  the  sea.  Here  a  fall  some 
25ft.  in  height  formed  an  obstacle,  but  not 
an  insuperable  one ;  it  was  rendered  so,  however, 
by  a  trap,  and  except  in  the  twenty-four  hours 
during  which  the  law  demanded  that  these  con¬ 
trivances  should  be  open,  and  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  close  season,  hardly  any  fish 
passed  up.  These  few,  however,  would  seem  to 
have  contributed  largely  to  keeping  up  the  stock 
of  salmon  in  the  river,  for  the  fishing  in  the 
portion  below  the  fall  was  always  very  good  in 
proportion  to  its  small  extent,  and  although 
there  is  hardly  any  spawning  water.  Now  all 
this  has  been  changed ;  the  obnoxious  trap  has 
been  removed,  a  pass  has  been  constructed,  and 
the  migratory  fish  now  ascend  the  Fotlandsfoss 
without  difficulty.  The  tract  of  water  thus 
opened  out  extends  upwards  for  quite  fifteen 
miles,  and  contains  plenty  of  capital  spawn¬ 
ing  ground  and  many  fine  fishing  pools ; 
there  are  now  no  nets  or  cruives  of  any 
kind  on  the  whole  river,  and  it  is  pretty 
certain  to  become  a  first-class  salmon  stream. 
Such  at  any  rate  would  seem  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  present  able  Inspector  of  the 
Salmon  Fisheries  of  Norway,  Herr  Landmark, 
who,  in  a  special  report  on  this  river,  dated  in  the 
autumn  of  1891,  says ;  “  The  pass  has  proved  a 
great  success,  large  numbers  of  salmon  having 
been  seen  last  summer  running  up  through  it, 
and  the  upper  water  contains  quite  a  number  of 
splendid  fishing  pools  and  lots  of  excellent  spawn¬ 
ing  beds.  There  can,  therefore,  in  my  opinion, 
be  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  within  a  few  years 
the  fishing  on  the  river  will  improve  enormously 
in  consequence  of  the  pass,  and  judging  from  the 
results  obtained  last  year  by  a  sportsman  who 
fished  these  upper  waters  for  a  few  days,  I  dare 
say  they  will  afford  fine  sport  at  once.”  The 
Inspector’s  anticipations  proved  correct,  for  last 
season  the  fish  were  more  numerous  than  ever, 
and  some  capital  sport  was  obtained  with  the 
rod.  It  must  of  necessity,  however,  take  some 
little  time  before  a  tract  of  water,  so  extensive  as 
compared  with  that  previously  tenanted,  can 
have  its  full  complement  of  inhabitants,  and  to 
accelerate  this,  artificial  breeding  is  going  to  be 
resorted  to  on  a  considerable  scale. 

A  special  advantage  possessed  by  the  Birkrem¬ 
selv  is  that  it  is  free  from  the  floating  timber 
which  is  such  a  general  nuisance  on  the  rivers  of 
southern  Norway;  moreover  the  majority  of  the 
casts  can  be  fished  from  the  bank,  an  immense 
advantage  in  itself,  and  there  are  no  conflicting 
interests  in  the  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  of  river 
and  lake  immediately  above  the  fall.  An  assimi¬ 
lation  of  the  interests  of  upper  and  lower 
proprietors  is  always  of  immense  advantage  to 
the  proper  development  of  a  salmon  river,  and  a. 
conspicuous  instance  of  this  occurs  in  the  case  of 
the  Suldal  or  Sands  river,  a  fine  sporting  stream 
which  enters  a  fjord  on  the  west  coast  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stavanger.  Up  to  the  year 
1884  much  jealously  existed  between  the  riparian 
owners  in  the  upper  valley  and  those  at  and  near 
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the  mouth  of  the  river  ;  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Birkremselv,  a  fall  or  series  of  heavy  rapids 
existed  very  near  the  sea,  and  this  used  to  be 
crammed  with  traps  for  the  capture  of  the  ascend¬ 
ing  fish. 

An  Englishman,  however,  succeeded  in  getting 
a  long  lease  of  the  fishing  rights  throughout  the 
valley,  the  traps  were  entirely  done  away  with, 
artificial  breeding  was  carried  out  on  an  extensive 
scale,  and  the  result  is  that  a  fine  river  which  was 
rapidly  deteriorating  on  account  of  the  conflict¬ 
ing  interests  of  the  different  proprietors  has  now 
increased  largely  in  value,  and  hundreds  of  fish 
are  killed  upon  it  with  the  rod  by  the  fortunate 
lessees. 

{To  he  continued.) 


DORSETSHIRE:  ITS  RJ  VER  AN  I)  SEA- 
EISHINfl. 


By  Alfrku  Jardine. 


Eighteen  years  ago,  one  Easter  lilonday  I  went 
with  my  friend,  the  late  IT.  L.  Rolfe,  into  Dorset¬ 
shire  to  fish  a  couple  of  beautiful  trout  streams, 
which,  through  the  courtesy  of  their  proprietor, 
were  placed  at  our  disposal.  A  drive  of  nine 
miles  across  the  moors  from  W.areham  early  next 
morning,  brought  us  to  the  inn  we  made  our  head¬ 
quarters;  the  streams  were  in  excellent  ply,  trout 
rose  eagerly  at  the  “  March  Browns,”  which  were 
batching-out  in  numbers  ;  and  when  we  reeled-up 
lines  at  close  of  each  day,  our  creels  were  filled 
with  fine  fish  (the  limit  for  takeable  ones  being 
over  half  a  pound),  while  some  exceeded  two 
pounds. 

Two  rivers  flow  through  Wareham,  and  into 
the  sea  at  Poole  Harbour,  the  most  northern — 
the  Trent  or  Piddle — rises  in  the  north-west  of  the 
county,  and  gives  its  name  to  many  villages,  Ac., 
viz.,  Fiddlefrienhithe,  Piddlehinton,  Tolpiddle, 
I’iddletown,  Affpiddle,  and  Turnerspiddle  ;  from 
tlie  latter  place  it  flows  past  Chamberlayne 
Bridge,  and  Hyde,  to  Wareham,  where  the  river  is 
affected  by  the  tide,  and  salmon  ascend.  In  its 
higher  reaches  it  is  a  grand  trouting  stream,  but 
strictly  preserved  and  rigidly  private.  Below 
Hyde  Heath,  and  thence  to  the  mill  near  Ware- 
ham,  the  water  deejjens,  gets  sluggish,  and  con¬ 
tains  pike  and  perch.  But  of  the  two  rivers,  the 
Erome  on  the  south  side  of  the  town  is  by  far  the 
largest,  and  is  noted  for  large  roach  and  dace. 
I  p  to  twelve  years  ago  201b.  pike  were  plentiful, 
but  it  has  been  of  late  years  so  overfished  and 
depleted,  that  now  a  ten-pounder  is  somewhat  a 
scarce  capture.  It  has  but  few  perch,  and, 
although  well  adapted  for  barbel,  bream,  and 
chub,  the  Frome  contains  none. 

Rome  years  since  I  turned  into  this  river,  at 
several  likely  places  for  the  young  fish  to  do  well 
in,  over  40,000  each  of  chub  and  bream  fry, 
but  nothing  came  of  the  experiment,  so  far  as  I 
could  ascertain.  The  infants  were  but  a,  few  days 
old,  and  scarcely  an  inch  in  length,  so  that  no 
doubt  they  proved  delicate  fare  and  a  change  of 
diet,  for  the  young  esocidcc  of  those  waters. 

When  fishing  the  Frome  in  the  early  months  of 
the  year,  I  have  on  several  occasions  hooked  kelt 
salmon,  which  have  taken  my  spinning-bait 
eagerly  as  pike.  At  times  the  river  is  full  of  these 
spent-fish,  taking  advantage  of  a  full  water  to 
regain  the  sea,  and,  when  the  river  overflows,  on 
the  Hoods  recoding  many  kelts  are  left  liigh 
and  dry  on  the  meadows,  a  feast  for  the  crows 
and  jackdaws. 

I'rom  the  sea  at  I’oole,  to  Bindon,  is  about 
twenty  miles  by  river.  At  Bindon  Mill  is  a  badly 
constructed  f  almon-ladder,  up  which  fisli  seldom 
ascend ;  but  below  this  salmon  are  frequently 
caught,  and  very  recently  three  very  fine  ones, 
fly-fishing — a  38113.  fish  by*  the  Hon.  ]\Ir.  Fortesque, 
one  of  301b.  by  lilr.  Montague  Guest,  and  bv  Mr. 
Fane  one  of  25!b. 

The  Frome  has  its  source  near  Beaminster; 
from  thence  to  iloreton,  below  Dorchester 
(where  is  a  society  that  preserves  the  fishery), 
it  holds  fair  size  trout.  From  !Moreton  to  Wool 
the  stream  divides  several  times,  and  there  is 
good  pike  fishing  in  each  of  the  channels,  but 
permission  mmt  be  obtained. 

1  am  informed  the  shooting,  with  the  fishing, 
has  recently  changed  hands.  ” 

The  most  important  river  of  the  county  is  the 


Stour ;  it  rises  in  South  Somersetshire,  near  the 
village  of  Pinzlewood,  but  soon  enters  Dorset¬ 
shire,  flows  by  Sturminster-Newton,  Blandford, 
and  Wimborne,  uniting  with  the  Avon  at  Christ¬ 
church,  Hants. 

The  Stour  contains  large  pike,  perch,  chub, 
and  roach;  also  trout  in  the  upper  reaches,  and 
salmon  from  Canford  Manor, to  its  junction  with 
the  Avon. 

As  a  fishable  county,  Dorset  has  a  favourable 
reputation ;  and  in  addition  to  the  rivers  men¬ 
tioned  there  are  the  Allen,  Brit,  Cerne,  and 
other.«,  containing  more  or  less  trout ;  and  at 
Owre-Moigne  is  a  small  millstream,  where,  one 
morning  a  short  time  ago,  I  caught  seventeen 
brace  of  sizeable  trout,  fly  fishing. 

In  addition  to  its  rivers,  Dorset  possesses  many 
other  attractions,  downs  covered  with  purple 
heather,  and  in  the  spring  brilliant  with  golden 
gorse ;  the  valleys  are  very  beautiful.  Ancient 
towns,  abounding  in  old  buildings,  are  plentiful, 
Wareham  and  Corfe  especially;  while  Corfe 
Castle,  dating  backto  the  Norman  Conquest — but 
built  on  the  site  of  an  earlier  one  erected  by 
King  Alfred,  A.n.  875 — is  one  of  the  most  magni¬ 
ficent  ruins  in  the  south-west  of  England.  In 
the  early  part  of  875,  Ilalfden,  the  Danish 
general,  with  a  considerable  force,  sailed  up 
Toole  harbour  to  Wareham,  and  captured  it  by 
surprise.  In  877  Alfred  drove  them  out,  entrenched 
and  fortified  the  town  with  a  circumvallation  of 
earthen  ramparts,  which  remain  moderately 
intact  to  this  day.  A  part  of  the  Danish  army 
quitted  the  place  on  foot.  The  naval  portion  got 
no  further  than  Swanage,  where  they  were 
attacked  by  Prince  Arthur’s  fleet,  and,  a  furious 
storm  arising,  120  of  the  Danish  .ships  were 
driven  ashore  off  Peverel  Point,  and  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  completely  destroyed.  In  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  century  Corfe  Castle  was  considerably 
extended  by  King  Edgar,  who  gave  it  as  a 
dowry  to  his  queen,  Elfrida  ;  she  caused  her  step¬ 
son  (Edgar’s  successor)  to  be  stabbed  and 
murdered  when  drinking  a  cup  of  mead  while 
sitting  on  his  horse  at  Corfe  Castle,  and  thus  she 
gained  the  throne  for  her  own  son,  Ethelred. 
The  churches  of  Dorsetshire  are,  in  many 
instance.^,  ancient  relics  of  an  age  when  men 
spared  neither  their  money  nor  their  thoughts 
in  rearing  fitting  habitations  for  the  worship  of 
the  Deity. 

Towards  the  south  of  the  county,  especially  in 
Purbeck,  the  hillsanddowns  attain  altitudes  from 
500  feet  to  650  feet.  The  rugged,  rocky  cliffs, 
extending  from  Swanage  Bay  to  Portland  Bill,  a 
distance  of  nearly  fi  fty  miles,  are  the  boldest  on  the 
south-west  coast  and  furnish  many  a  melancholy 
record  of  shipwreck  ;  and,  if  the  caverns  in  them 
could  speak,  they  would  tell  of  numerous  and 
valuable  cargoes  of  contraband  goods  success¬ 
fully  landed  and  conveyed  inland,  notably  the 
caves  near  “Brandy  Bay,”  and  Lul worth  (Jove. 

Ballard  Cliff  is  383  feet  high.  Gad  Cliff  450  feet, 
Hounstout  500  feet,  Swyre  Head  637  feet,  Wor- 
barrow  570  feet,  Meops  Cliffs  450  feet.  White  Nab 
450  feet,  Lulworth  430  feet,  and  over  this  last- 
named  cliff  some  smugglers  in  1828  threw 
the  body  of  a  coastguard  they  had  brutally 
murdered  for  interfering  with  their  illicit 
practices.  When  I  was  staying  at  Lulworth  last 
year,  an  old  sea-faring  man,  who  used  to  go  out 
fishing  with  me,  showed  me  places  in  the  cliffs, 
where  he  and  his  companions  had  landed  and  con- 
Cialed  cargoes  of  brandy  until  the  danger  of 
discovery  by  coastguards  was  passed,  and  they 
could  without  fear  of  detection,  “  run  ”  the  tubs 
to  inland  (owns  and  villages. 

These  lofty  cliffs  are  the  natural  breeding  places 
of  gulls,  guillemots,  cormorants,  shags,  and  other 
sea-fowl,  which  swarm  in  countless  numbers,  while 
here  and  (here, peregrine  fa'cons, ravens, and  other 
wild  birds  have  taken  up  their  habitations. 

But  I  am  straying  away  from  angling,  and 
forgetting  that  the  sea  fishing  off  Dorset,  is 
amongst  the  best  to  be  had  round  the  English 
coist. 

At  Christchurch  and  Poole,  in  spring  and 
summer,  good  pollack  and  mackerel  fishing  can 
usually  be  had  on  the  rocky  ground  off  Christ¬ 
church  Ledge,  also  off  Peverel  Point,  in  Durleston 
Bay,  and  more  westerly  to  St.  Alban’s  Head,  at 
all  of  which  whiting,  pollack,  pout,  and  grey 
mullet  may  be  caught,  with  plenty  of  silver 
whiting  in  the  offing. 

The  village  of  Lulworth  is  convenient  to  stay 


at,  it  has  two  comfortable  inns.  The  Cove  and 
The  Castle,  also  nice  lodgings  can  be  generally 
obtained. 

I  have  been  there  on  several  occasions  for  sea¬ 
fishing.  The  Lulworth  boatmen  are  expert,  civil, 
and  painstaking,  knowing  all  the  fishing  grounds 
in  the  vicinity,  their  boats  are  commodious  and 
safe,  a  most  important  thing  on  such  a  rocky 
coast,  and  if  the  sea  is  too  rough  outside  in  the 
offing,  sport  can  be  had  and  enjoyed  inside  the 
Cove,  which  is  a  natural  land-locked  basin  of  sea, 
a  mile  or  more  in  circumference,  of  deep  water, 
where  good  catches  are  made  of  whiting,  mackerel, 
and  (at  night)  congers. 

Bound  Worbarrow  Knob,  in  the  bay,  at  Airish 
Mell,  Meops  Bay  and  rocks,  bass,  wrasse,  or  rock- 
fish,  pollack,  and  pout,  are  plentiful,  and  often 
caught  of  large  size  ;  also  codfish  in  the  winter 
months.  From  Stare  Holes  to  Hat’s  Head  and 
Bingstead,  the  fishing  is  excellent.  During  July, 
August,  and  September,  immense  shoals  of 
mackerel  frequent  this  coast  and  the  channel  to 
the  south  of  Portland  Bill.  Off  the  Chesil  beach, 
and  in  the  bay  from  Bridport  to  Budleigh- 
Salterton,  large  quantities  are  frequently  cap¬ 
tured  ;  also  from  Start  Point  to  Whitesand  Bay, 
near  Plymouth,  at  which  town,  the  sea-fishing 
amateur  can  be  supplied  with  every  kind  of 
tackle,  gear,  and  information  respecting  the 
coast,  and  boatmen,  by  W.  Hearder  and  Son, 
Union-street. 

When  two  or  three  miles  off  Lulworth,  one  fine 
evening,  a  year  or  two  ago,  with  Harry  Vye  for 
my  boatman,  1  caught  ninety  large  mackerel, 
trailing  a  “  Hearder’s  Spinner,”  with  rod  and  gut 
tackle ;  they  also  took  eagerly  an  artificial  ffy, 
consisting  of  a  white  goose  feather  and  a  small 
red  one,  on  a  No.  8  hook.  I  had  very  fine  sport ; 
it  was  blowing  what  on  that  coast  is  called  a 
“mackerel  breeze,”  and  we  were  going  through 
the  water  at  the  rate  of  about  four  miles  an 
hour,  the  proper  speed  to  ensure  sport  on 
“  striking  a  shoal,”  as  the  boatmen  say  when  the 
fish  are  met  with ;  then  a  great  many  may  be 
caught  without  any  check  to  the  sport ;  but  if 
you  lose  or  oversail  the  shoal,  the  boat  must  be 
brought  round,  or  “  wear’d,”  and  sailed  back  over 
the  same  course,  when  probably  the  fish  will  be 
met  with  again. 

Other  bait  used,  are  small  sand-eels,  or  a  thin 
slice  cut  from  the  silvery  side  of  a  mackerel’s 
tail.  Boatmen  provide  tackle,  but  it  is  best  for 
a  visitor  to  the  coast  to  take  his  own  lines,  hooks, 
and  other  appliances,  suitable  for  the  kind  of 
fishing  he  intends  pursuing. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  caverns  in  the  rocky 
cliffs  of  this  coast,  worn  by  the  never  ceasing 
beat  and  wash  of  waves,  through  countless 
centuries. 

There  are  also  natural  archways,  one  of  them 
— Durdle-door — is  lofty  as  a  cathedral  aisle.  I  will 
give  an  illustration  of  it,  with  others  of  head¬ 
lands,  bays,  &c.,  photographed  by  one  of  my  sons, 
when  spending  his  holidays  in  Dorsetshire  last 
year. 

During  August,  1890,  large  shoals  of  mackerel 
came  close  in  shore  to  the  bays  and  coasts  round 
about  Lulworth  in  pursuit  of  brit  or  mackerel- 
bait,  i.e.,  the  young  of  herrings,  sprats,  and  other 
clupeidie.  Tom  Williams,  an  old  boatman,  brought 
out  his  seine-net — a  hundred  fathoms,  and  more, 
in  length ;  boats  were  launched  with  two  men  in 
each,  the  seine  was  “shot,”  and  a  large  number  of 
mackerel  enclosed;  then  the  boats  were  rowed 
towards  shore  with  all  speed,  carrying  with  them 
the  end  of  the  ropes  up  to  the  beach,  where  they 
set  to  work  to  haul  the  net  to  land;  but  they 
forgot  to  overlap  the  ends  of  the  seine.  Every 
man,  in  his  excitement,  was  giving  orders,  there 
was  no  captain,  or  any  System  ;  the  net  was  not 
kept  round  or  balloon-shape,  the  sides  came 
together  like  iu'o  walls,  and  all  the  mackerel — 
many  thousands — escaped.  The  men  were  savage 
at  their  ill  luck,  and  Tom  Williams  was  disgusted, 
but  he  told  me  afterwards  it  often  happened, 
because  every  one  wanted  to  be  master  and  have 
the  seine  worked  his  own  way. 

Well,  after  this  mishap  I  took  the  men  to  the 
inn,  gave  them  some  ale,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  chaff  besides,  for  the  way  in  which 
they  had  enclosed  such  a  fine  lot  of  fish  and  then 
lost  them  all.  Next  evening  other  large  shoals 
showed  just  outside  the  cove,  and  the  men  asked 
me  to  be  their  captain,  to  which  (knowing  how 
the  seine  should  he  worked)  I  assented  if  they 
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would  obey  my  orders,  and  all  of  them  agreed  to 
do  so. 

The  seine  was  put  aboard  the  largest  boat,  with 
two  men  at  the  oars,  and  a  netsman  to  pay  it  out 
over  the  stern  ;  the  other  boats  were  manned,  and 
close  to  the  entrance  of  the  cove  we  made  a 
successful  shot,  and  rowed  the  net  ashore,  with 
unmistakeable  signs  that  the  mackerel  had  not 
been  missed.  As  we  got  to  smoother  water 
within  the  cove,  the  seine  became  every  minute 
more  contracted,  the  fish,  like  a  dark  blue  cloud, 
were  -wildly  darting  about ;  the  net  was  soon  in 
shallower  water,  and  being  drawn  through  the 
breaking  land-wash  to  the  shelving  beach,  where 
the  cork  line  was  held  iip  and  the  foot-line  kept 
down,  so  that  none  of  our  “  haul  ”  escaped,  and 
wo  successfully  landed  over  0000  mackerel,  a 
sight  I  shall  never  forget — a  heaving,  quivering 
mass  of  silver  and  blue,  u^hich,  dipped  up  in 
baskets  out  of  the  net,  were  emptied  high  and  dry 
on  the  sands  above  reach  of  the  water. 

Four  thousand  of  the  best  and  finest  fish  were 
sorted  out  at  once,  and,  for  want  of  baskets  or 
barrels,  were  packed  on  a  layer  of  clean  straw  in  a 
waggon ;  then  more  straw,  and  a  tarpauling 
secnred  over  them.  Then  driven  to  Wool,  the 
nearest  station,  sis  miles  off,  L.  &  S.  W.  Rail.,  the 
wheels  taken  off  and  the  body  of  waggon  slung 
on  to  a  truck,  and  despatched  that  night  to 
Billingsgate  Market,  where  I  had  already  tele¬ 
graphed  to  J.  R.  Sayer  and  Co.,  who  next  day 
remitted  twenty-five  pounds,  the  amount  realised 
from  the  sale.  The  other  2000  were  sold  amongst 
neighbouring  villages  and  farms,  and  brought  the 
men  another  ten  or  twelve  sovereigns. 

( To  he  continued.) 


By  Mac. 

ti.  M.  ]\I.,  UEEsrnE,  -writes:  “The  pools  are 
literally  teeming  with  fish  in  the  higher  mid¬ 
reaches,  but  nothing  of  the  order  of  Hy,  Phantom, 
minnow,  dace,  prawn,  or  worm,  will  move 
them  well  till  a  thorongh  (Jiange  sets  in. 
Disease  has  made  its  appearance.  For  the  past 
three  or  four  years  it  has  been  on  the  increase, 
iluch  of  the  sport  reported  in  our  River  column 
from  the  Dee  has  been  obtained  after  6  p.m. 
Dace  is  making  headway  as  a  killing  lure.  It  is 
the  most  fatal  evening  bait  yet  tried.  I  saw 
a  salmon  only  6llb.  killed  the  other  evening  with 
a  dace  fully  four  inches  in  length.  We  laughed 
when  the  gillie  put  it  up  ;  we  laughed  louder  when 
he  essayed  his  first  cast,  and  could  scarcely 
believe  our  eyes  when,  a  few  minutes  after,  he  had 
his  fish  on  the  bank.  Then  he  laughed  at  us 
when  we  paid  off  the  bet  at  “  Pottie’s.”  The 
returns  from  the  netters  fell  away  considerably 
last  week,  and  this  in  the  face  of  fine  weather. 
As  a  consequence  the  price  of  salmon  rose  to  2s.  2d. 
per  pound  in  the  Aberdeen  market.  The  Easter 
holiday  will  be  a  busy  time  on  Deeside.  Guests 
have  been  arriving  by  the  half-dozen  daily. 
The  hotel  stretches  might  command  extra 
premiums  for  the  first  fortnight  of  April  from 
Braemar  to  Culter,  while  private  houses  are 
already  full.  Weather  prophets  anticipate  a 
pleasant  time.  Kincardine  O’Neil  section  (in¬ 
cluding  Lower  Dess,  Ballogie,  Carlogie,  the 
Lodge,  Sluie.  Borrowstone,  and  Wooden  beats) 
has  yielded  230  fish  up  to  date,  and  of  this  num¬ 
ber  Lower  Dess — the  smallest  section  but  one — 
has  sixty-three  to  itself.  On  the  Cairnton,  Mr. 
T.  Turner  Parley  has  a  record  of  ninety-five  fish 
for  season  up  to  date.  Lord  Strathallen 
arrived  the  other  day  with  his  cousin,  Mr. 
Edward  Drummond,  lessee  of  the  Ballogie 
fishings,  and  on  Friday  and  Saturday  had  two 
beauties  of  71b.  and  91b.  each.  Mr.  George 
Davidson,  Wellwood,  has  taken  the  remaining 
No"th-Lower  beat  of  the  Glen  Tana  water  for 

pr  1  and  May.  Mr.  Barry^,  Keiss  Castle,  has 
ah  the  other  sections.” 


_  Mr.  Arcitd.  Harper  writes  : — “  It  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  Thurso  Anglers  to  remove  from  Brawl 
Castle  to  Strathmore  Lodge  on  Tuesday  the  28th 
March.  The  fine  weather  of  last  week  brought 
the  river  down  to  a  low  level,  so  that  Loch  more 
had  to  be  fished  daily,  instead  of  the  river  beats, 
which  are  getting  too  low.  Lochmore  as  usual  is 


giving  good  sport,  but  it  is  now  pretty  certain 
that  the  number  of  fish  forward  is  not  equal  to 
that  of  last  year,  and  the  month  of  April  -will 
depend  very  much  on  the  number  of  fish  that  will 
come  up  next  spate,  which  cannot  come  a  day  too 
soon.  It  was  fully  expected  that  the  number  of 
early  springers  would  have  increased,  seeing  that 
the  nets  at  the  river  mouth  were  removed  for  the 
past  three  years.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case, 
although  a  marked  increase  of  summer  and  autumn 
run  salmon  and  grilse  were  in  the  river  the  last 
two  years.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  takes  a  good 
many  years  to  restock  an  eai'ly  river  like  the 
Thurso  with  early  fish,  when  the  old  stock  had 
been  almost  entirely  run  out,  by  overnetting  and 
otherwise,  which  unfortunately  was  done  in  the 
Thurso.  The  improvements  which  were  so  wisely 
commended  three  years  ago  will  be  persevered 
with  until  the  stock  of  fish  is  materially  increased. 
It  is  sport  and  sport  alone  that  is  now  wanted  on 
the  river,  o.nd  nothing  short  of  a  surplus  stock 
would  induce  the  owners  to  nse  the  nets  again. 
The  weather  has  been  quite  warm  and  bright 
during  the  -whole  of  last  week.  Anglers  -v\'ere 
obliged  to  “  strip  to  the  sark  ”  while  casting  over 
heavy  water.  The  six  I’ods  scored  on  Friday— No. 
7  had  five  ;  No.  8,  three;  No.  G,  one;  No.  3,  one. 
Lochmore  gave  one  to  each  of  the  two  rods.” 


Ouu  Lairg  correspondent  writes:  “Following 
the  very  sharp  storm  of  last  week  genial  season¬ 
able  weather  has  again  set  in.  The  shaded 
minimum  thermometer  registered  IGdeg.  of  frost 
on  Thursday  night,  9deg.  on  Friday  night,  and 
lldeg.  on  Saturday  night.  Mr.  Butters,  Lairg 
Hotel,  has,  with  the  view  of  furnishing  first-cla^s 
sport  for  his  guests,  had  sent  from  Howietoun 
Hatchery,  Stirling,  nearly  1000  two-year-old  Loch 
Levenites.  The  little  strangers  arrived  on 
Friday  last,  and  were  safely  and  expeditiously 
conveyed  to  their  new  homes — Loch  Beannoch  and 
Shinness  Bay,  Loch  Shin ;  the  former  receiving 
seventeen  tanks,  the  latter  seven.  Two  years  ago 
2000  yearlings  were  added  to  Beannoch’s  stock. 
The  experiment  has  proved  a  success,  as  several 
of  these  weighing  up  to  a  pound  were  killed  last 
season.  Mr.  Roderick  Finlayson,  son  of  the 
genial  host  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  Tain,  succeeds 
Mr.  Feltham,  of  the  Scourie  Hotel.” 


McBouncer  writes: — “As  a  further  instalment 
of  Gaelic  proverbs  dealing  with  fish  and  fishing,  I 
may  mention  that  ‘  Oeann  deirgair  na  bhiel  a 
mu'gh  ’ — Red  head  on  all  that’s  out — used  always 
to  be  said  for  luck  when  the  first  fish  was  caught. 
What  originated  the  phrase  or  what  its  meaning 
is  I  cannot  explain.  The  selfish  expression,  ‘  Bidh 
mionach  ar  n-eisg  aig  air  n-eoinfhein  ’ — Let  the 
guts  of  our  fish  be  given  to  ourown  birds — has  its 
counterpart  in  the  Lowland  Scotch  ‘  Oor  ain  fish 
guts  to  oor  ain  sea-maws.’  ‘  Ceann  enodain,  ’s 
ceann  sgadain,  s  ceann  goibhr’  air  dhroch  fhean- 
nadh — tri  cinn  nach  fhiach  itheadh  ’ — A  gurnet’s 
head,  a  herring’s  head,  and  a  badly  flayed  goat’s 
head — three  heads  not  fit  to  eat — is  one  of  the  few 
Gaebc  proverbs  having  an  air  of  fastidiousness 
about  them.  ‘  Bu  mhath  an  cudaig  far  nach 
faight  an  saoidhean  ’ — The  cuddy  would  be  good 
where  no  saithe  could  be  got — probably  means  the 
same  as  ‘  A  small  fish  is  better  than  none.’  If 
the  following  proverb  is  correct  it  must  have 
taken  the  Caledonians  thousands  of  years  to  make 
out  the  calculation  by  personal  observations  : — 


‘  Tri  aois  coin,  aois  eich  ; 

Tri  aois  eich,  aois  duine  ; 

Tri  aois  duine,  aois  feidh  ; 

Tri  aois  fi-idh,  aois  firein  ; 

Tri  aois  firein,  aois  craoible-dharaich.’ 


Thrice  dog's  age,  age  oflior.se  ; 
Thrice  In  rse  s  age,  age  of  man  ; 
Thrice,  man’s  age,  age  of  deer  : 
Thrice  deer’s  age,  age  of  eagle  ; 
Thrice  eagle’s  aye,  age  of  oak  tree. 


By  estimating  a  dog’s  age  at  only  ton  years, 
this  -u’ould  give  the  stag — if  allowed  to  live — 
270  years,  and  the  eagle  over  800  years,  while  the 
oak  tree  would  stand  the  tempests  2-iOO  years. 
Gaelic  poetry,  as  well  as  proverbs,  has  frequent 
reference  to  fish  and  fishing.  The  following 
sublime  verse  descriptive  of  the  salmon  is  from 
a  famous  poem  called  ‘  Coire  Cheathaich.’  com¬ 
posed  last  century  by  Duncan  Ban  Macintyre,  one 
of  the  foremost  of  Gaelic  bards.  Duncan,  who 
for  many  years  acted  as  gillie  or  forester  to  the 
then  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  was  an  ardent  out-and- 


out  sportsman  with  both  rod  and  gun.  T1  e  vers"! 
alluded  to  runs  as  follows  : — 

‘  Tha  bradantarra-3:heal  aa  choire  gharbhUioh, 

Tha  tig-h’n  o’n  fhairge  bu  ghailbheach  tonn, 

Le  luinneis  mheatnnach  a  ceapa  mheanbhc'iu.blea  j 
Gu  neo-chearbach  le  cham-ghob  crom  : 

Air  bhuinne  borb  is  e  leum  gu  foirmeil, 

Na  eideach  colgail  bu  ghorm-ghlas  druiin, 

Le  shoilseam  airgead,  gu  h-iteacli  nieana-bhrcac 
Gu  lannach  dearg-bhallach  earr-gheal  shorn.’ 

It  has  been  translated  by  the  late  Thomas 
I’attison  as  follows  : — 

‘  The  salmon,  leaving  the  wild  wared  ocean, 

JVithin  the  rough  dell  his  white  breast  shows  ; 

There  darts  rejoicing  and  snaps  the  small  Jlii  s-—' 

So  truly  steers  he  his  crooked  nose  ; 

On  fierce  whirled  eddies  his  pompotis  leaping 
Displays  his  splendid  and  hlue-grey  mail ; 

His  silver  spangles,  his  fins,  his  speckles. 

His  outstretched  wing-like  transparent  tail. 

Although  I  cannot  improve  upon  it,  I  must  .say 
that  this  translation  of  the  word-painting  of  a 
salmon  by  the  celebrated  bard,  gives  but  a  faint 
idea  of  the  grandeur  of  the  original.” 


Oua  Spey  correspondent  writes: — “The  river 
continues  to  la.g  sadly  behind  with  sport,  and 
prospects  for  a  good  spring  season  are  dull  as 
ditchwater.  Another  Spey  case  has  arisen,  in 
which  David  Edward,  of  Craigellachie,  has 
obtained  interdict  against  John  Henry  and 
William  Henry,  both  of  Craigellachie,  for  fishing 
on  his  water  of  the  Spey.  John  Henry  is  the 
same  as  was  defender  in  the  Arndilly  case 
recently  tried  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh, 
before  Lord  Kyllachy.j  Lord  Kyllachy’s  decision 
was  founded  on  by  Mr.  Edward,  the  pursuer,  and 
tl  e  Sheriff  of  Banffshire  gave  interdict  as  crave  1.” 


“WESTWARD  HO!” 


By  Cot.swold  Is^s. 


1. 

Hail  Columbia  !  we  of  England  to  Chicago  come. 

Holding  forth  a  hand  maternal,  i.or  to  welcome 
dumb. 

Giving  back  responsive  echo  to  thy  cilling  drum. 

o 

Pilgrim-fathers,  mothers,  daughters,  sons  again 
are  we ; 

“  Westward  Ho !  "  our  cry,  not  fleeing  now  from 
tyranny. 

But  as  free  as  Sheba’s  Queen,  to  harn,  ac mire, 
and  see. 

3. 

Mo.ther  runs  to  daughter  gaily  with  a  fond 
embrace, 

Proud  to  see  her  grown  so  stately,  with  so  fair  a 
face. 

Strong  with  Freedom’s  step  elastic,  worthy  of  her 
race. 

4. 

In  our  mutual  greetings  Shakespeare’s  mxgic 
tongue  is  heard. 

Old  affections  leap  and  kindle  round  each  spoken 
word  ; 

With  what  memories  sweet  and  olden  breast  of 
both  is  stirr’d  I 

5. 

Not  to  wigwam  on  the  prairie  doth  the  daughter 
lead. 

Rather  to  a  princely-  palace  on  a  floral  mead  ; 

Garner  of  the  wealth  of  nations,  not  of  war  or 
greed. 

6. 

Purple  streams  of  kinship  sundered  by'  the  years 
and  sea 

Rush  together  coalescing,  evermore  to  be 

Pulse  of  one  great  Anglo-Saxon  heart  unitedly'. 

7. 

Stars  and  Stripes  and  Union  Jack  blent  over  it 
unfurl’d. 

Need  not  fear  to  face  the  hostile  bolt  by  Rurope 
hurl’d. 

But  may  fearless  front,  united,  the  confederate 
world  ! 

8. 

Oh  !  should  baser  sons  of  either,  discord  strive  to 
sow. 

Let  indignant  daughter,  mother,  lay  such  traitors 
low. 

And  thus  save  this  fair  creation  from  its  latest 
woe ! 
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A  CELEBRATED  IRISH  FISHING- 
TACKLE  MANUFACTORY. 


Amosg  those  fishing-tackle  manufacturers  of 
the  present  day  who  can  date  back  their  founda¬ 
tion  to  the  early  years  of  the  present  century,  the 
jiame  of  Joseph  Braddell  and  Son,  ^of  Belfast, 
holds  a  prominent  position.  The  fact  of  any  house 
having  stood  the  test  of  trade  competition  and 
public  criticism  for  upwards  of  three-quarters  of 
a  century,  testifies  in  the  strongest  possible 
manner  to  the  soundness  of  its  business  basis, 
and  to  the  excellence  and  genuineness  of  its 
manufactures. 

Among  the  anglers  of  Ireland  no  name_  is 
better  known  than  that  of  the  firm  under  notice, 
while  on  this  side  of  the  channel,  articles  bearing 
the  “Hand  of  Ulster”  are  familiar  to  many 
sportsmen.  Nor  is  their  trade  confined  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  in  far-away  countries 
their  general  sporting  goods  have 
earned  a  very  high  reputation 
indeed. 

The  business  was,  until  recently, 
carried  on  by,  the  Messrs.  Braddell, 
father  and  son,  and  still  retains  the 
name  ;  the  present  proprietor,  how¬ 
ever,  is  Mr.  Charles  Plajfair,  a  son 
of  the  well-known  gunmaker,  Mr. 

C.  Playfair,  J.P.,  of  Birmingham, 
and  no  more  suitable  man  to  take 
up  the  reins  of  such  a  business 
could  possibly  be  found.  Somewhat 
under  middle  age,  a  keen  and  ardent 
sportsman,  he  possesses  a  thoroughly 
practical  knowledge  of  what  is  re¬ 
quired  in  a  sportsman’s  outfit,  and 
under  his  management  the  name 
will  lose  none  of  the  prestige  secured 
for  it  by  his  predecessors. 

We  recently  had  the  privilege  of 
going  through  the  factory  and  show¬ 
rooms,  which  are  situated  at  21, 

Castle-place,  Belfast,  and  we  were 
very  much  interested  in  watching 
the  various  stages  of  manufacture  of 
those  articles  so  dear  to  all  anglers. 

In  their  respective  departments, 
rods  and  reels,  and  landing  nets, 
and  flies,  and  lines,  and  sea  tackle, 
were  being  gradually  transformed 
from  the  rough  material  to  the 
flnished  article;  but  it  would  take 
far  more  space  than  we  have  at 
command  to  describe  the  very 
many  processes  we  saw;  one  fact, 
however,  we  could  not  fail  to  notice, 
every  workman  knew  exactly  his 
particular  duty,  where  it  began  and 
where  it  ended  ;  so  systematic  were 
the  arrangements,  and  so  smoothly 
everything  worked,  that  we  really 
felt  confident  that  we  could  run  a 
fishing-tackle  factory  very  nicely 
indeed. 

The  original  workshops  are  large, 
and  for  the  most  part  are  built 
above  the  show-rooms  and  ware¬ 
houses,  but  very  considerable  ex¬ 
tensions  have  had  to  be  made  to 
meet  the  recjuirements  of  the  rapidly 
increasing  trade. 

The  whole  of  the  premises  are 
lighted  by  electricity,  a  feature  even  in  this  pro¬ 
gressive  city,  and  most  of  the  workshops  are  fitted 
with  machinery  of  the  most  up-to-date  description. 
Altogether  we  were  very  pleased  with  the  busi¬ 
ness-like  appearance  of  Messrs.  Braddell’s  factory. 

From  the  workshops  we  descended  into  the 
.show-rooms,  and  among  the  specialities  manu¬ 
factured  by  this  firm  we  particularly  noticed 
their  Egeria  Fishing  Basket. 

This  is  a  strong  sf[uare  basket,  29in.  X  14in.  X 
7Hn.,  with  gun-case  handle  fitted  on  one  side, 
and  secured  by  brass  bar  and  lock,  the  contents 
forming  a  complete  and  perfect  outfit  for  the 
sea  fisherman.  Lines  of  all  kinds,  for  whiffing, 
long-lining,  or  streaming,  reels,  chopsticks,  flies, 
hooks,  leads,  snoods,  swivels,  spinners,  gaff, 
disgorger,  sandwich-cases,  flask,  in  short,  every 
article  that  can  possibly  be  required  in  this 
branch  of  sport  is  there,  and  packed  away  in  such 
a  manner  that  any  particular  tackle  can  be  got  at 
instantly.  It  can  also,  upon  occasion,  be  used  as 


a  luncheon-basket,  and  altogether  is  by  far  the 
best  thing  of  its  kind  we  have  seen. 

It  has  already  been  patronised  by  many  of  the 
Nobility  and  most  of  the  leading  Yachtsmen  of 
the  day,  considerably  over  300  having  been  sold, 
and  to  the  notice  of  our  sea-fishing  friends  we 
very  confidently  recommend  it. 

The  price  is  il  l  Js.,  and  it  is  exceedingly  cheap. 
We  had  the  curiosity  to  tot  up  the  prices  of  each 
individual  article,  and,  without  reckoning  the 
basket,  the  total  considerably  exceeded  that 
amount. 

Another  speciality  of  this  firm,  and  one  that 
in  the  near  future  will  undoubtedly  have  an 
immense  sale,  is  their  Flexihle  Grip  Rod. 

This  is  the  invention  of  Mr.  Playfair,  and  upon 
its  first  appearance  met  with  a  rather  unpleasant 
reception.  English  anglers  viewed  it  with 
suspicion,  and  even  the  most  enthusiastic  votaries 
of  the  Castleconnell  action  looked  upon  it  as  too 
daring  a  departure  to  succeed.  The  inventor. 


Mr.  CHARLES  PLAYFAIR 
(Messrs.  Braddell  and  Son). 

however,  thought  otherwise,  and,  inducing  a  few 
well-known  practical  anglers  to  give  it  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial,  awaited  the  result  with  confidence  ; 
nor  was  he  disappointed,  unqualified  approval  of 
its  action  and  casting  power  was  expressed  by 
every  one  who  had  tried  it,  and  what  looked  like 
being  a  fatal  prejudice  was  entirely  overcome. 

The  demand  for  it  at  once  became  very  great, 
and  for  a  time  the  resources  of  the  factory  were 
taxed  to  their  utmost  to  supply  it,  and  at  present 
orders  are  being  received  for  this  particular  rod 
from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

It  is  undoubtedly  a  splendid  article,  and  will 
Dear  comparison  with  any  rod  in  the  market  for 
comfort  in  use  and  for  excellence  of  finish,  while 
for  casting  power,  it  is  an  open  question 
whether  it  does  not  stand  unequalled,  certainly 
very  few  can  beat  it.  The  engraving  will  show 
the  principle  of  its  construction. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  feature  of  the  rod  is 
the  continuation  of  the  taper  of  the  bottom 


]oint  right  through  the  handle  up  to  the  reel ;  the 
handle  itself  is  formed  by  covering  this  part  of 
it  with  soft  moulded  rubber  of  the  necessa,ry 
flexibility,  and  in  turn  covering  this  with  pigskin, 
giving  a  most  comfortable  and  frictionless  grip. 

This  rod  is  made  in  all  sizes,  both  in  salmon 
and  trout,  and  is  in  all  cases  fitted  with  Braddell’s 
Universal  winch  fitting. 

It  must  not  ba  assumed  that  this  is  the  only 
rod  turned  out  by  this  firm ;  on  the  contrary, 
very  large  numbers  of  splendidly-built  salmon 
and  trout  rods  leave  these  works  annually. 
These  rods  are  made  with  spliced  joints  (Castle¬ 
connell  pattern),  or  with  brazed  ferrules  with 
patent  locking  joints;  this  latter  feature,  espe¬ 
cially  when  applied  to  the  top  joint,  being  an 
excellent  idea. 

Messrs.  Braddell  supply  their  greenheart 
salmon  and  trout  rods  in  three  qualities;  the 
third  quality  is  good,  what  in  commercial 
phraseology  might  be  described  as  “  real  good 
value,”  while  anything  better  than 
their  first  quality  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  conceive. 

A  pretty  little  rod,  admirably 
adapted  for  ladies’  use,  is  the  happily - 
named  G.E.M.,  and  deserves  more 
than  a  passing  notice.  It  is  a 
two-joint  fly-rod,  made  in  sizes  of 
ten  and  twelve  feet,  and  is  fitted 
with  improved  splice  clips.  This  is 
a  most  ingenious  idea,  and  renders 
the  lashing  of  the  spliced  joint  a 
very  simple  and  easy  matter ;  they 
can  be  applied  to  all  Castleconnel 
rods,  and  make  the  slipping  of  the 
joint  an  impossibility. 

The  Split-Cane  Built  Rods  manu¬ 
factured  by  Messrs.  Braddell,  are 
of  very  high  class,  and  exquisitely 
finished,  they'  are  made  in  the  best 
quality  only,  varying  in  price  from 
L4  10s.  to  ten  guineas. 

The  split-cane  rod,  however,  is 
not  a  favourite  in  Ireland,  the 
national  prejudice  being  entirely  in 
favour  of  greenheart,  and  the  Irish 
salmon  angler  is  by  no  means  a  bad 
judge. 

From  rods  to  reels  is  a  very 
short  step,  and  in  this  department 
the  advantage  of  actual  and  minute 
Iiersonal  supervision  is  most  marked. 
It  is  very  easy  for  the  workman  to 
hide  a  defect  in  a  metal  reel  that 
would  pass  any  but  the  most  careful 
examination.  This  is  fully  recog¬ 
nised  by  Mr.  Playfair,  and,  to  pro¬ 
vide  against  it,  every  reel  has  to 
undergoa  far  more  severe  test  before 
it  leaves  the  factory  than  it  can  ever 
possibly  receive  in  actual  use. 

It  is  safe  to  say,  therefore,  that 
failure  in  any  of  the  best  reels, 
which  are  guaranteed  perfect  by 
the  fact  of  the  name  and  trade 
mark  of  the  firm  being  upon  them, 
is  a  most  remote  contingency ; 
such  a  thing  has  never  yet  occurred, 
nor  likely  to  occur,  while  they  are 
used  fairly.  In  Class  I.,  the 
Best  Revolving  Pl.vte  Reels  are 
made  of  gun-metal  and  ebonite, 
silver  bound  and  mounted,  with 
1  hardened  steel  works,  and  bear  the  full  nam^e 
^  of  the  firm  as  a  distinctive  guarantee.  To 
I  surpass  this  reel  in  quality  and  workmanship  is 
!  impossible — it  is  of  extr.aordinary  strength. 

The  reels  in  Class  It.  are  of  the  same  pattern, 
but  of  heavier  make,  and  bear  the  name  “  Brad¬ 
dell.”  These  reels,  up  to  3in.,  are  all  that  can  be 
desired.  For  the  larger  sizes,  those  in  Class  I.  are 
certainly  to  be  preferred. 

The  firm  have  recently  introduced  a  Venti¬ 
lated  Metal  Reel,  which  is  meeting  with 
general  approval,  the  demand  for  it  far  exceeding 
their  expectations.  For  it  is  claimed  the  advan¬ 
tages  of,  first,  lightness  without  decrease  in 
strength ;  and,  second,  free  ventilation  to  the 
line. 

These  reels  are  of  the  same  quality  and 
'  strength  as  those  in  Class  I.,  but  some  30  per 
cent,  lighter,  and  are,  perhaps,  the  lightest  service- 
able  reel  in  the  market. 

Une  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  de- 
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partments  is  that  devoted  to  Fly  Tying.  Only 
those  who  have  been  into  a  room  where  salmon 
flies  are  tied  in  large  numbers  can  form  any  idea 
of  the  infinite  knowledge  and  skill  required  to 
turn  out  a  salmon  fly  properly  tied ;  the  work¬ 
man  must  not  only  be  an  artist  in  the  strictest 


for  the  criticism  passed  upon  flies  is  most  severe. 

Messrs.  Braddell  have  been  fortunate  enough 
to  secure  a  celebrated  [fly-dresser,  and  the  flies 
turned  out  by  him  are  perfect  gems.  This  man 
is  solely  engaged  upon  the  best  salmon  flies,  and 
from  January  to  December  he  never  leaves  his 
task. 

A  complete  stall  is  employed  continually 
tying  trout  flies,  and  the  number  turned  out 
annually  is  enormous. 

In  the  case  of  flies  specially  tied  to  pattern,  it 
is  a  standing  rule  that  some  portion,  at  least,  of 
the  order,  if  not  the  whole,  shall  leave  by  return 
of  post.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  will  save 
the  angler  at  a  distance  many  an  anxious  hour. 

Those  anglers  who  wish  to  see  salmon  flies 
perfectly  dressed  and  tied,  should  give  Messrs. 
Braddell  and  Son  a  trial  order ;  they  will  not 
regret  it. 

This  house  has  long  been  celebrated  for  its  Gut, 
and  we  were  very  much  impressed  with  the 
immense  s'oek  at  present  held.  We  noticed 
upwards  of  thirty  different  qualities,  from  the 
very  finest  undrawn  Refin.v,  at  Is.  3d.  per  100,  to 
the  Hebr.y,  or  extra  strong  salmon,  at  50s. ;  the 
extra  quality  Refixa,  in  Iflin.'aod  16in.  lengths, 
at  4s.  and  Gs.  6J.,  being  remarkably  good  value. 

Special  attention  is  given  to  this  department, 
and  a  list  is  issued  periodically,  containing  full 
details  of  the  market  fluctuations. 

The  specialities  selected  for  notice  in  the  fore¬ 
going  article,  have  been  no  selected  simply 
because  they  are  such,  and  it  must  be  understood 
that  they  represent  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
goods  actually  manufactured  by  this  firm,  to 
refer  to  them  all  would  be  impossible  in  an  article 
of  this  description.  Before  leaving,  our  attention 
was  particularly  called  to  the  new  illustrated  cata¬ 
logue  now  being  published,  and  we  very  strongly 
recommend  anglers  to  secure  a  copj'.  It  contains. 


Ventilated  Metal  Reel. 


in  addition  to  a  comprehensive  list  of  tackle, 
&c.,  a  salmon  fishing  calender,  showing  the  close 
seasons  for  salmon  and  trout  fixed  by  law  and  the 
orders  of  the  Commissioners  of  Fisheries  in  the 
different  districts.  In  connection  with  this,  and 
which  makes  it  very  complete,  is  presented  a  map 


of  Ireland,  with  the  fisheries  distinctly  marked 
and  numbered  to  correspond  with  the  calendar. 

This  is  the  best  map  published  for  anglers  who 
intend  visiting  the  country,  and  has  been  specially 
prepared  by  Mr.  .J.  Bartholomew,  F.R.G.S.,  at 
very  great  expense.  The  rivers  are  traced  in 


red,  and  the  loughs  are  very  clearly  defined. 
Messrs.  Braddell  inform  us  they  will  be  pleased 
to  forward  this  catalogue  upon  application. 


MR.  H.  SETON-KARR’S  PROPOSED 
BILL  TO  AMEND  THE  SALMON 
FISHERIES  (IRELAND)  ACTS. 

Mr.  II.  Seton-Karr,  M.F.,  very  kindly  has 
just  forwarded  to  me  a  copy  of  his  Bill  to  Amend 
the  Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts.  I  notice 
that  the  Bill  is  backed  by  Mr.  Tomlinson,  M.F. 
(Conservative),  Mr.  Dane,  MP.  (Unionist),  Mr. 
Pinkerton  (Nationalist),  and  Colonel  Nolan 
(Parnellite).  This  is  the  Bill  against  which  such 
outbursts  of  wrath  and  storms  of  indignation 
have  been  poured  by  the  turbine-using  millers 
and  manufacturers  in  Ireland,  but  notably  in 
Ulster,  the  chief  seat  of  these  industries  in 
Ireland.  The  following  are  the  more  important 
parts  of  the  text  of  the  Bill,  exclusive  of  the 
preamble : — 

1.  Thi.s  Act  may  be  cited  fora’l  purposes  as  the 
Salmon  Fishery  (Ireland)  Act,  1893. 

2.  This  Act  shall  not  apply  to  Eagland  or 
Scotland. 

3.  The  thirtieth  section  of  the  Act,  twenty-six 
and  twenty-seven  Victoria,  chapter  one  hundred 
and  fourteen,  and  the  fourth  section  of  the  Act 
thirty-two  Victoria,  chapter  nine,  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  repealed. 

4.  In  all  watercourses  or  o'.her  channels  con¬ 
structed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  water  for 
any  purpose  from  any  river  frequented  by  salmon 
to  any  mill  or  other  premises,  there  shall  be 
placed,  fixed,  maintained,  and  kept  in  thorough 
repair  by  the  owner  or  occupier  of  such  mill  or 
other  premises,  at  his  own  expense,  at  the  points 
of  divergence  from  and  return  to  such  river, 
gratings  having  iron  bars  placed  vertically  not 
more  than  2  inches  apart,  so  as  to  effectually 
prevent  the  passage  of  salmon  into  suco  water¬ 
courses  or  other  channels. 

And  any  such  owner  or  occupier  neglecting  or 
omisting  so  to  place,  fix,  maintain,  and  keep  in 
thorough  repair  such  gratings  as  aforesaid  shall 
incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £10  and  not  less 
than  £5,  and  a  further  penalty  not  exceeding  £5 
for  each  day  during  which  such  gratings  shall 
not  be  so  placed,  fixed,  maintained,  and  kept  in 
thorough  repair,  commencing  from  the  date  of 
the  first  conviction. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  inspectors  of  fisheries 
on  the  application  of  the  owner  or  occupier  of 
any  mill  or  other  premises,  after  public  inquiry 
held  by  them,  on  being  satisfied  that  such  order 
!  is  necessary  for  the  effective  working  of  the 
j  machinery  of  such  mill  or  other  premises  from 
j  the  necessiiy  of  complying  with  the  provisions 
i  of  section  four  of  this  act  for  such  period  or 
periods  of  the  year,  and  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  said  inspectors  may  in  and  by 
such  order  determine. 

A  copy  of  any  order  purporting  to  be  signed 
by  such  inspectors  shall  be  received  in  evidence 
ill  all  courts. 

In  all  the  watercourses  or  other  channels 
constructed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  water 
for  any  purpose  from  any  river  frequented  by 
salmon  to  any  mill  or  other  premises  the 
machinery  of  which  is  worked  by  means  of  a 


turbine  or  similar  hydraulic  machine,  there  shall 
be  placed,  fixed,  maintained,  and  kept  in  thorough 
repair  by  the  owner  or  occupier  of  such  mill  or 
other  premises,  at  his  own  expense,  during  the 
descent  of  salmon,  and  of  the  young  of  salmon,  to 
the  sea,  gratings  or  other  devices  or  construc¬ 
tions  of  a  form  and  dimensions  to  be  approved 
of  by  the  inspectors  of  fisiieries,  so  as  to  effec¬ 
tually  prevent  the  passage  of  salmon,  and  of  the 
young  of  salmon  into  the  machinery  of  such  mill 
or  other  premises. 

And  any  such  owner  or  occupier  neglecting  or 
omitting  so  to  place,  fix,  maintain,  and  keep  in 
thorough  repair  such  gratings  or  other  devices  or 
constructions  as  aforesaid,  shall  incur  a  penalty 
not  exceeding  £10  and  not  less  than  , £5, 
and  also  a  further  penalty  not  exceeding 
£h  for  each  day  during  which  such  grating.s 
or  other  devices  or  constructions  as  aforesa’d 
shall  not  be  so  placed,  fixed,  maintained,  and 
kept  in  thorough  repair,  commencing  from  the 
date  of  the  first  conviction. 

Section  7  deals  with  the  power  of  inspec¬ 
tors  granting  exemptions  to  the  foregoing,  if  it  bo 
conclusively  proved  that  no  injury  shall  occur  to 
the  smolts  by  going  through  the  turbines  ;  section 
8  provides  for  appeals  from  decisions  based 
on  the  new  Act ;  section  9  enacts  provisions  for 
the  protection  of  water  rights,  &c.,  and  section 
10,  the  final  one,  provides  for  the  incorporation 
of  the  Act  with  the  existing  statutes,  eleven  in 
number,  ranging  from  5  &  G  Viet.,  Cap.  106,  to  54 
&  55  A^ict.,  Cap.  20.  J-  H- 


SEA  FISHERIES  REGULATION  ACT, 

1888. 

(51  &  52  VicT.  c.  5  k), 

Order  for  the  Cre.4.tiox  of  the  Sussex  Sea 
Fisheries  District. 

(We  have  received  this  notice  from  the  Fisheries 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade.) 
Whereas  application  has  been  made  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  by  the  council  of  the  county  borough 
of  Brighton  to  create  a  sea  fisheries  district  in 
accordance  with  the  above  Act  (hereinafter 
referred  to  as  “  the  Act  ”),  and  to  exercise  certain 
other  powers  conferred  upon  them  tuereby  : 

And  whereas  the  county  councils  of  Kent,  the 
eastern  divGion  of  Sussex,  and  the  western  divi¬ 
sion  of  Sussex,  and  the  councils  of  the  county 
boroughs  of  Hastings  and  Brighton,  and  of  tho 
borough  of  Eastbourne,  ap  oar  to  be  interested 
in  the  proposed  dUtricj,  and  such  district  will  overlai) 
tho  districts  of  tho  boards  of  conservators  of  the  Bother 
and  Ouse  fishery  districts,  being  board.!  of  salmon  con¬ 
servators  within  tho  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  the  said 

boards  have  jnrisdiction  there  ni : 

And  whereas  the  Board  of  Trade  have  caused  the  draft 
of  their  proposed  order  to  be  looally  published,  and 
a  local  inquiry  to  be  held  into  tho  objections  made 

thereto ;  ,  .  .  t  x. 

Now,  therefore,  the  Board  of  Trade,  by  virtue  of  the 
powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Act,  and  otherwise, 
do  hereby  make  the  following  order  :  — 

1.  Creation  of  Distrid. 

A  sea  fisheries  district  is  hereby  created,  comprisingso 
much  of  the  sea  within  which  Her  Majesty’s  subjects 
have  by  international  law  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing, 
with  the  adjoining  coast,  as  lies  within  the  following 
limits,  namely  ;  on  the  east,  a  line  drawn  true  south-east 
from  the  lighthouse  at  Dungeness,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
being  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Kent  and  Essex  Sea 
Fisheries  District ;  and,  on  the  west,  a  line  drawn  along 
the  western  side  of  the  road-bridge  leading  from  Lang¬ 
ston  to  Hay  ling  Island,  in  the  county  of  Southampton, 
and  continued  from  the  southern  extremity  of  the  said 
bridge  straight  to  the  llagstaff  of  the  Tliyling  Island 
Coastguard  Station,  and  thence  seawards  m  a  truo 
southerly  direction,  such  lines  being  shown  in  a  map 
marked  S.  189.1893,  and  deposited  at  the  Board  ot 

Provided  that  a  straight  line  shall  he  drawn  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  every  river  or  stream  flowing  into  the  sea 
or  into  any  estuary  within  such  limits,  across  every  such 
river  or  stream  rtspectively,  at  the  limit  of  ordinary  high 
water  ;  and  such  lines  shall  be  the  linos  above  whu  h  the 
sea  fisheries  district  shall  not  extend  into  any  snob  river 

or  stream.  ,  ,  i,  ,  i  j 

The  sea  fisheries  district  hereby  ere  Jed  shall  be  ci'lea 
the  Sussex  Sea  Fisheries  Dlstiict. 

2.  Constitution  of  Committee. 

A  local  fisheries  committee  shall  be  constituted  for  the 
regulation  of  the  sea  fisheries  carried  on  within  the  said 

district.  , 

Such  committee  shall  be  a  joint  oommittee  ot  the 
county  councils  of  Kent,  the  eastern  division  of  Sussex, 
and  the  western  division  of  Sussex,  and  of  the  councils 
of  the  county  boroughs  of  Hastings  and  Brighton,  and  of 


Fie.L 


Pio.  1. — Braddell  Flexible  Grip. 

Fio.  2. — Ordinary  Wood  on  Cork  Grip. 


sense,  bat  to  be  successfnl  be  must  be  an  angler, 
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the  borouprh  of  Eastbourne,  and  shall  consist  of  thirty- 
eight  members,  namely ; 

One  member  appointed  by  the  county  council  of  Kent, 
six  members  appointed  by  the  county  council  of  the 
eastern  division  of  Sussex,  five  members  appointed 
by  the  county  council  of  the  vrestern  division  of 
Sussex,  three  members  appointed  by  the  borough 
council  of  Hastings,  three  members  appointed  by 
the  borough  council  of  Brighton,  and  one  member 
appointed  by  the  borough  council  of  Eastbourne ; 
with  the  addition  of  nineteen  fishery  members  repre¬ 
senting  the  fishing  interests  of  the  district,  whereof 
one  member  shall  represent  the  Board  of  Conser¬ 
vators  of  the  Bother  fishery  district,  one  member 
shall  represent  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Ouse 
fishery  district,  and  seventeen  members  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  members  to  be  appointed  by  the  councils  shall 
be  appointed  in  each  year  at  the  usual  quarterly  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  said  councils  respectively  held  on  or  next 
before  the  18th  day  of  March  : 

The  members  to  be  appointed  by  the  boards  of  salmon 
conservators  and  by  the  Board  of  Trade  shall  be 
appointed  in  each  year  not  later  than  the  18th  day  of 
Alarch  : 

All  the  members  shall  retire,  and  the  new  members 
shall  come  into  office,  in  each  year  on  the  18th  day  of 
March  : 

Provided  that  the  first  members  to  be  appointed  by 
the  councils  and  by  the  boards  of  salmon  conservators 
shall  be  appointed  at  the  meeting  of  each  body  respec¬ 
tively  held  next  after  the  coming  into  force  of  this 
order  ;  except  that,  where  any  council  or  board  shall 
have  delegated  to  a  committee  of  their  body  the  power 
of  appointing  such  first  members,  the  appointment  made 
by  such  committee  at  its  first  meeting  after  the  coming 
into  force  of  this  order  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
validity  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  by  the  council  or 
board  ;  and  the  first  members  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  shall  be  appointed  before  the  14th  day 
of  April  next ;  and  that  the  first  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  shall  come  into  office  on  the  14th  day  of  April 
next,  and  shall  retire  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1891. 

Retiring  members  shall  be  eligible  for  reappointment. 

On  the  occurrence  of  any  casual  vacancy  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  body  by 
whom  the  vacating  member  was  appointed  may  fill  up  the 
vacancy  by  a  fresh  appointment. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  or  other  officer  of  the 
committee  to  forthwith  notify  every  such  vacancy  to  the 
appointing  body. 

ft  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  appointing  body  to  forth¬ 
with  notify  every  appointment  of  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  the  clerk  or  other  officer  of  the  committee,  or, 
in  the  case  of  the  appointment  of  the  first  members,  to 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

No  act  or  proceeding  of  the  committee  shall  be 
questioned  on  account  of  any  vacancy  or  vacancies  in 
the  committee,  and  no  defect  in  the  appointment  of  any 
person  or  persons  acting  as  member  or  members  of  the 
committee  shall  vitiate  any  proceedings  of  the  committee 
in  which  he  or  they  have  taken  part. 

No  council  shall  make,  vary,  or  revoke  any  regulations 
or  standing  orders  respecting  the  quorum  or  proceedings 
of  the  committee_  hereby  constituted,  or  as  to  the  area 
within  which  it  is  to  exercise  its  authority :  Provided 
that  any  council  may  make  a  regulation  requiring  the 
committee  to  communicate  to  such  council  once  in  each 
year  an  estimate  of  expenses  proposed  to  be  incurred  by 
it  under  the  Act,  and  once  in  each  year  a  printed 
abstract  of  its  accoirnts  for  the  preceding  year,  and  to 
afford,  to  any  person  or  persons  appointed  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  by  the  council,  access  at  all  reasonable  times  to  the 
books  containing  its  accounts. 

Subject  to  any  restrictions  or  conditions  made  under 
sect.  6  of  the  Act,  the  committee  shall  not  be  required 
to  report  its  proceedings  to  any  council,  nor  shall  its 
acts  or  proceedings  be  submitted  to  any  council  for 
approval. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  committee  shall  be  summoned 
by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  committee  shall  hold  four  quarterly  meetings  in 
each  year  for  the  transaction  of  general  business,  in 
addition  to  any  special  or  adjourned  meetings. 

Five  members  shall  be  a  quorum  at  any  meeting  of  the 
committee. 

The_  committee  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  a  sub¬ 
committee  or  sub-committees  of  its  body,  and  may  assign 
to  such  sub-committee  or  sub-committees  such  duties  as 
it  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

3.  F.i'pensef, 

The  expenses  of  the  committee,  other  than  those 
which  may  bo  required  to  be  incurred  under  section  8  of 
the  Act,  shall  bo  chargeable  as  follows  : — 

One  nineteenth  part  thereof  on  the  administrative 
county  of  Kent,  as  general  expenses  of  the  council 
thereof ;  six  nineteenth  parts  tuereof  on  the  adminis¬ 
trative  county  of  the  eastern  division  of  Sussex, 
exclusive  of  the  borough  of  Eastbourne,  as  special 
expenses  of  the  council  thereof;  five  nineteenth 
parts  thereof  on  the  administrative  county  of  the 
western  division  of  Sussex,  as  general  expenses  of 
the  council  thereof  ;  three  nineteenth  parts  thereof 
on  the  borough  fund  of  the  county  borough  of 
Hastings  ;  three  nineteenth  parts  thereof  on  the 
borough  fund  of  the  county  borough  of  Brighton  ; 
and  one  nineteenth  pirt  thereof  on  the  borough 
fund  of  the  borough  of  Eastbourne  : 

And  the  precepts  which  the  committee  shall  from 
ime  to  time  issue  to  the  several  councils  f  r  the  sums 
required  to  defray  their  estimated  or  actual  expenditure 
shall  bo  calculated  accordingly. 


4.  Definitions. 

In  this  order  the  expression  “  Bother  Fishery  Dis¬ 
trict  ”  means  the  fishery  district  of  the  Biver  Bother, 
formed  and  defined  under  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Act,  1861  to  1886,  or  any  of  them,  by  a  certi¬ 
ficate  of  one  of  Her  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  dated  the  6th  day  of  January,  1872 ;  and  the 
expression  “  Ouse  Fishery  District  ”  means  the  fishery 
district  of  the  Biver  Ouse,  in  the  county  of  Sussex, 
formed  and  defined  under  the  said  Acts  by  a  like  certifi¬ 
cate,  dated  the  27th  day  of  December,  1875. 

Signed  and  sealed  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
this  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1893. 

(Signed)  COUBTENAY  BOYLE, 

[l.s.]  Acting  Secretary  to  the  said  Board. 


SOME  HEBRIDEAN  SPRINO 
QUARTERS. 


Most  anglers  regard  the  Hebrides  ab  this 
season  of  the  year  as  too  far  removed  from  the 
beaten  track  to  be  reached  with  convenience  or 
even  safety,  whereas,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
contrary  is  the  case,  and  not  only  can  most  of  the 
islands  which  are  worth  visiting  for  angling 
purposes  at  this  season  be  reached  with  almost 
as  great  ease  as  during  the  recognised  tourist 
season,  but  the  sea  voyage  to  them  is,  as  a  rule, 
accomplished  with  much  more  comfort  by  those 
who  dread  the  ocean.  Indeed,  I  can  remember 
but  few  occasions  during  spring  on  which  even 
the  worst  of  sailors  would  have  had  much  to  fear 
from  the  troubled  motion  of  the  “  unharvested 
sea.”  All  the  Hebrides  do  not  in  springtime 
hold  out  equal  inducements  to  the  angler, 
indeed,  in  my  view,  Islay,  Colonsay,  and 
North  and  South  Hist,  with  apologies  to 
DIull  and  Skye,  are  alone  worth  visiting.  These 
are  worth  visiting,  however,  for  angling  purposes, 
and  I  propose  here  to  give  a  few  hints  which  may 
not  only  induce  anglers  to  visit  these  western 
pickets  of  the  Atlantic,  but  may  also  be  service¬ 
able  to  them  when  they  do.  Islay  is,  on  the 
whole,  the  most  easily  reached  of  the  Hebridean 
group — at  least  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
Leaving  Glasgow  by  rail  in  the  morning,  or  pro¬ 
ceeding  by  rail  direct  to  Greenock,  Tarbert  is 
reached  about  twelve  by  MacBrayne’s  fine 
steamer,  the  flrenadier.  The  traveller  then 
either  walks  or  drives  by  coach  over  to' 
West  Loch  Tarbert,  where  he  takes  steamer 
to  Islay,  and  reaches  that  island  about 
4.30  p.m.  If  he  makes  Bridgend  Inn  his 
headquarters  (as  he  should  do,  if  on  fishing  bentj' 
he  will  have  a  drive  by  coach  of  some  eleven 
miles,  and  should  reach  that  comfortable  hostelry 
about  6.30  p.m.  Two  excellent  trouting  lochsi 
can  be  fished  from  this  inn — lochs,  in  my  opinion, 
unsurpassed  by  any  in  Scotland  for  early  brown 
trout  fishing.  Over  one  of  them.  Loch  Guirm, 
the  inn-keeper,  as  a  landed  proprietor,  has  a. 
right  of  fishing,  and  I  have  many  pleasant 
memories  of  spring  days  spent  on  its  spreading- 
waters.  The  last  occ-asion  on  which  I  fished  it 
in  spring  I  killed  fifty  trout,  37|lb.,  forty-two  of 
the  fish  being  killed  in  an  hour  during  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  rise.  I  had  been  on  the  wrong  sids^ 
of  the  loch  all  day.  Loch  A-Cor  is  nominally 
preserved,  but  I  never  heard  of  anyone  being 
interfered  with.  There  is  a  boat  on  it.  Its  trout' 
are  darker  in  colour  than  those  of  Guirm,  but' 
large  ones  are  frequently  met  with.  Finlaggan. 
is  another  good  loch,  and  leave  for  it  is  easily 
obtained.  It  yields  very  good  sport,  and  I  have 
frequently  taken  from  fifty  to  seventy  trout  on. 
a  spring  day,  running  from  Rb.  up  to  lib.  (and 
averaging  five  to  the  21b.),  varied  by  an  occasional 
small  sea-trout.  Lossit  is  another  good  loch  (all 
these  can  easily  be  reached  from  Bridgend),  for- 
which  leave  can  be  obtained  with  no  great 
difficulty.  Early  in  the  year  I  once  killed,  in  two 
afternoons  on  this  loch,  no  fewer  than  192  trout 
weighing  63Rb.,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  its: 
excellence  is  unimpaired.  There  are  many  hill 
lochs  not  far  from  Bridgend,  in  which  fair 
baskets  of  trout  can  be  made.  Some  of  them  bold 
large  shy  fish — notably.  Loch  Ardnahuidh  and 
Torrabus.  The  river-fishing  is  all  preserved,  but. 
should  leave  be  obtained,  the  Sarn  will  be  found 
a  good  trout  stream,  while  both  in  it  and  the: 
Laggan  there  is  a  fair  run  of  sea-trout  in  spring,, 
with  an  occasional  grilse.  All  over,  Islay  is  a 
pleasant  place  to  pass  a  week  or  two  during  the 
earlier  portion  of  the  ang  ing  year. 

The  Scalasaig  Inn,  in  C’olonsay,  has  three  very- 
good  trout  lochs,  the  fish  being  of  the  Loch  Levere 


variety.  Colonsay  has  an  extremely  mild  climate, 
and  hence  the  trout  are  early  in  condition,  a  fact, 
no  doubt,  due  to  the  abundant  supply  of  insect 
life  while  the  season  is  yet  young.  The  inn  is  a 
comfortable,  homely  sort  of  a  place,  and  one  could 
not  very  well  get  farther  from  the  madding 
crowd.  Colonsay  is  reached  either  by  steamer 
direct  on  Thursday  evenings  from  Greenock  (the 
return  call  being  early  on  Tuesday  morning),  or 
byway  of  Islay  to  Port  Uskaig  on  the  Monday, 
and  thence  by  sailing  packet.  The  fishing  is 
first-rate,  and  the  lochs  convenient  to  the  hotel. 
For  mixed  fishing,  both  brown  and  sea-trout, 
however,  both  Islay  and  Colonsay  must  yield 
pride  of  place  to  South  and  North  ITist.  The 
former  is  reached  (on  the  same  day)  by  daily 
steamer  from  Oban  at  6  a.m.,  while  the  latter  is 
reached  either,  I  believe,  by  way  of  Strome 
Ferry  or  by  Skye,  though  I  am  uncertain  as 
to  the  present  arrangement,  a  defect  in  my 
information  which  a  line  of  inquiry  to  Mac¬ 
Brayne’s  people  can  easily  rectify.  The  fishing 
from  Lochboisdale  Hotel  is  excellent  from  April 
onwards,  both  for  brown  and  sea-trout.  With 
regard  to  the  former,  fine  warm  weather,  such  as 
we  have  been  recently  enjoying,  is  undoubtedly 
the  most  favourable.  The  angler  should,  out  of 
the  200  odd  lochs  attached  to  the  hotel,  devote 
at  this  season  most  attention  to  Milton,  Chilleir- 
avagh  (which  also  holds  sea-trout).  Lower  and 
Upper  Bornish,  Hallan,  Leianfa- Moire,  Kilbride, 
and  Askernish  Lochs,  if  bent  on  brown  trout ; 
while  for  sea-trout,  Low’er  Kildonan,  A-Bharp 
(which  at  this  season  holds  an  odd  salmon),  Na- 
Sgairrbh  (which  is  also  excellent  for  brown  trout), 
and  that  peculiar  salt-water  river — the  Strome — 
should  receive  most  attention.  The  fishing  in 
North  Hist  is  very  much  the  same  as  in  South 
Hist,  and  there  are  at  least  four  lochs  where  sea- 
trout  fishing  can  be  had  at  this  season.  The 
terms  at  both  places  are  moderate,  £3  33.  per 
week — fishing  and  boats  free — with  the  moderate 
charge  of  3s.  per  day  for  gillie.  The  weather  is 
usually  fine  in  the  Hebrides  at  this  season,  and 
there  are  few  localities  which  offer  a  more 
thorough  “  change  ”  to  the  angler  faded  with  a 
winter  in  town,  for  the  combination  of  mountain 
and  sea  air  is  more  health-giving  than  when 
each  is  breathed  separately.  Duine  Mor. 


LARGE-MOUTH  BLACK  BASS  J.V 
EUROPE. 

Herr  Max  von  den  Borne,  the  weU-known 
German  angler  and  pisciculturist,  writes  to  us  on 
March  24  as  follows  : — 

“  Dear  Sir, — You  will  be  interested  in  learning 
that  in  a  few  weeks’  time  I  shall  be  sending  a 
number  of  ‘  large-mouth  black  bass  ’  to  Mr. 
Mason,  of  Lowestoft. 

“This  fish,  which  I  call  ‘ forellenbarsch  ’  (trout- 
perch),  does  exceedingly  well  in  Germany  and 
Austria.  M.  Susta,  director  of  the  great  carp 
fishery  of  the  Prince  of  Schwarzenberg,  at  Wittiu- 
gen,  in  Bohemia,  informs  me  that  of  all  his  fish  h ) 
considers  the  black  bass  the  best  table  fish,  and 
that  in  his  winter  ponds  he  has  60,000  of  them. 

“  The  Wittingen  carp  ponds  can  all  be  drained 
dry ;  they  cover  6000  hectares,  and  every  year 
5,200cwt.  of  fish  are  sold  from  them. 

“  Other  American  fish  I  also  find  do  admirably, 
such  as  small-mouth  black  bass,  brook  bass,  com¬ 
mon  and  long-eared  sun  fish,  small  catfish,  and 
rainbow  trout. 

“I  have  sent  consignments  of  them  to  all  the 
European  states,  except  Turkey  and  Spain. 
Large-month  black  bass  I  have  frequently  sent  to 
England,  including  orders  for  the  Marquis  of 
Exeter  and  Mr.  Mason. 

“  All  these  fish  thrive  only  in  water  which 
becomes  in  summer  of  a  temperature  of  more 
than  15deg.  Reamur,  they  will  not  thrive  or 
breed  if  the  water  remains  under  this  tempera¬ 
ture,  so  there  is  no  fear  of  their  injuring  trout 
which  live  in  cool  rivers.  Where  the  trout 
thrives  the  black  bass  will  not. — Very  truly 
yours,  (Signed)  “  Max  v.  T).  Borne.” 


Hearoer  &  Sox,  Plymouth — Fisheries  Ex¬ 
hibition,  Westminster. — Mr.  Wm.  Hoarder  may 
be  consulted  at  their  stand  at  the  Aquarium, 
from  10th  to  15th  of  April.  Sea- fishing  gear  of 
all  kinds  ;  collapsing  tra^s  and  dredges,  otter  and 
beam  trawls,  trammels,  &c. 
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Mr.  F.  C.  N.\sh,  secretary  of  the  Lower  Stour 
Fishery  Association,  informs  us  that  he  has  just 
turned  one  thousand  two-year-old  trout  into  the 
club  water,  and  has  a  fine  lot  of  yearlings  in  the 
ponds.  Anyone  who  wants  a  rod  on  a  good  bit 
of  trout  water,  at  a  small  figure,  should  write  to 
Mr.  Nash,  at  3,  The  Parade,  Canterbury.  The 
best  way  to  fish  this  water  is  to  take  the  train  to 
Sturry,  and  fish  up  to  Canterbury.  It  contains 
some  very  heavy  fish. 


We  regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  met  with  rather 
j  a  serious  accident  the  other  evening,  getting 
pitched  out  of  a  hansom,  and  considerably 
bruised  and  shaken.  It  was  pretty  plucky  of  him, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  keep  his  appointment 
and  read  his  promised  paper  at  the  City  Pisca- 
torials  on  Monday.  We  hope  he  will  soon  be 
right  again.  _ 


Every  year  about  this  time  for  now  some 
fourteen  years,  Mrs.  Bullmer,  fishing-tackle 
maker,  62,  Wandsworth-road,  London,  has  sent 
us  some  of  her  excellent  gossamer  gut  casting- 
lines.  They  are  as  good  as  ever,  and  she  also  now 
makes  them  in  stouter  sizes,  tapered.  Where 
fine-drawn  gut  must  be  used,  we  always  use  Mrs. 
Bullmer’s. 


The  Late  Poaching  Affray  on  the  Lidhle 
Water. — Sergeant  Alston,  of  Langholm,  and 
Thomas  Bell,  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  game- 
keeper,  in  company  with  Constable  Forteith  and 
Thomas  Graham,  another  gamekeeper,  came  upon 
four  poachers  in  the  Liddle  water  above  the 
Reddings  junction  on  the  Border.  This  was  in 
February  last,  and  the  accused  appeared  before 
Sheriff  Campion,  at  the  Dumfries  Court,  last 
week.  Thomas  Bell,  the  gamekeeper,  who  is 
probably  as  game  as  they  make  them  in  that 
quarter  of  the  universe,  made  for  the  four  men 
implicated,  and  directly  they  saw  him  off  they 
scudded  across  the  Liddle  water  to  the  English 
side  of  the  debatable  land.  •  Bell  followed 
the  four  men  alone,  and  it  is  said  collared 
one  of  them  named  Dickson.  This,  if  you 
please,  took  place  at  1.30  in  the  morning,  a 
circumstance  which  speak  volumes  in  behalf  of 
the  officers  who  were  on  the  trial  of  the  delin¬ 
quents.  Dickson  or  his  counsel  stated  that  he 
was  in  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  when  the 
alleged  affray  or  assault  took  place,  or  the  poach¬ 
ing  or  burning  of  the  water.  This  was  of  no 
avail.  The  sheriff,  who  is  a  born  angler,  addressed 
the  accused  in  these  burning  words.  “  This  class 
of  offence,  viz.,  assaults  on  river  watchers  and 
other  men  in  the  execution  of  their  duty  must  bo 
put  a  stop  to.”  He,  the  sheriff,  wiped  his  hands  of 
all  the  rubbish  which  had  been  imported  into  the 
case,  everything  was  as  clear  as  daylight;  the 
evidence  for  the  accused  four  he  tore  in  tatters, 
and  sentenced  the  one  prisoner  in  front  of  him, 
Dickson,  to  sixty  days’  imprisonment.  Messrs. 
W.  F.  Craig  and  A.  W.  Findlay,  solicitors, 
Dumfries,  who  were  in  evidence,  were  rather 
dumbfounded  at  the  result  of  Sheriff  Campion’s 
decision.  Mr.  Campion  is  the  kind  of  sheriff 
badly  wanted  on  the  Border.  Burning  the  water 
IS  a  trifle  out  of  date  at  the  present  time,  and 
however  much  a  moderate  angler  may  wink  at 
such  proclivities  and  irregularities,  ’twont  do. 
We  are  past  the  era  when  Sir  Walter  Scott,  as 
sheriff  of  Selkirk,-  cautioned  Tom  Purdie  and 
took  him  into  his  service  in  conjunction  with 
AWllie  Laidlaw,  who  wrote  the  MSS.  of  Ivanhoe. 
Mell,  the  Border  Esk  has  a  heap  to  answer  for, 
and  we  only  hope  it  has  not  ”  dried  up,”  but  still 
careers  along  its  onward  course  towards  the  Sol¬ 
way  by  way  of  Netherby  and  the  Metal  Bridge. 

"~(j . 


^  Fishing  on  the  Suir,  Co.  Waterford,  from 
Glenahera  Lodge,  Major  Hon.  F.  Le  Poer  Trench 
has  again  had  the  good  fortune  to  land  a  very 
large  fresh-run  salmon,  weighing  38.Ub.,  on  the 
fly  with  single  gut.  The  fish  was  gaffed  by 
Mr.  Richard  Condon,  and  was  41in.  in  length  and 
24in.  in  girth.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  largest 
fish  killed  on  the  rod  in  the  Suir  this  season. 


Any  further  representations  which  angling 
clubs  and  individual  anglers  wish  to  make  to  the 
Conservators  respecting  the  proposed  Thames 
bye-laws,  should  be  sent  in  not  later  than  April 
16.  The  petition  to  the  Privy  Council  will  come 
on  later.  Possibly  the  Conservators  will  modify 
their  bye-laws  and  render  such  an  appeal  un¬ 
necessary.  _ 

To-day  Thames  trout  fi.shing  commences  for 
1893.  Every  year  the  trout  in  the  Thames 
between  Teddington  and  Goring  are  slightly 
increased  in  numbers  by  the  preservation  associa¬ 
tions,  and  the  fishing  as  steadily  improves. 
Whether  one  particular  season  is  better  than 
another  depends  mostly  on  the  weather.  Cold, 
frosty  nights,  low,  clear  water,  and  bright  sun¬ 
shine  are  no  more  favourable  to  Thames  tronting 
than  to  any  other  kind  of  fishing,  and  I  very 
much  fear  that  few  fish  will  be  taken  so  long  as 
the  present  conditions,  enjoyable  as  they  ai’e,  con¬ 
tinue. 


After  such  a  long,  dull,  cheerless,  cold  winter, 
one  cannot,  even  though  an  angler,  find  heart  at 
present  to  rail  against  the  glorious  sunshine.  But 
it  is  bad  for  trout-fishing  all  over  the  country. 
The  Easter  angler  is  deserving  of,  and  has,  our 
commiseration,  for  it  usually  happens  to  him 
that  he  either  has  to  face  a  biting  blast  and  snow 
showers,  or  finds  the  trout  stream  to  which  he 
looks  for  sport  a  mere  trickle  between  boulders. 
Easter  is  a  movable  sort  of  feast,  and  I  think 
the  date  of  it  ought  to  be  determined  each  year 
by  the  angling  community  in  council.  It  very 
rarely  falls  right  for  fly  fishers. 


So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  Whitsuntide  is  a 
better  time  for  Thames  trout  fishing  than  Easter. 
At  present  most  of  the  large  fish,  which,  after 
spawning,  retire  into  quiet  water,  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  weir  pools,  which  will  only  be 
tenanted  by  a  few  of  the  early  breeding  fish. 
Immediately  after  a  trout  has  gone  through  the 
egg  laying  or  fertilising  process,  she  or  he  is  weak, 
and  not  in  a  condition  to  battle  with  the  turbulent 
waters  just  below  the  iveirs.  At  Easter  there  is 
so  much  traffic  on  the  river  that  the  trout  fisher 
has  a  poor  chance  in  the  reaches,  and,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  the  weirs  are  not  well  tenanted  so 
early  in  the  season.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
steam  and  other  traffic  drives  the  trout  into  the 
weir  pools,  certainly  the  tugs  and  launches  are 
very  detrimental  to  fish  and  fishing  wherever 
they  are  found. 

The  following  letter  expresses  the  opinion  of  the 
Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation  Society  on 
the  Thames  Conservators’  proposals  to  allow  an 
enormous  increase  of  netting  and  other  privileges 
to  persons  claiming  private  fisheries.  It  was 
written  by  the  hon.  secretary  to  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook, 
before  the  meeting  at  the  Foresters’  Hall,  but  was 
delayed  in  transit,  and  only  came  recently  to 
hand.  “  Dear  Sir,  there  will  not,  I  fear,  be  any 
one  from  our  Society  in  London  to-m-.rrow,  but  I 
am  requested  to  write  from  the  Society  as 
strongly  as  140  anglers  are  able  to  speak,  pro¬ 
testing  earnestly  against  the  new  lease  of  life 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  system  of  netting  in 
the  Thames.  We  consider  the  cause  of  angling  is 
now  threatened  with  a  great  evil  whieh  assumes 
a  most  dangerous  aspect  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
so  large  a  sum  has  been  thrown  into  the  Thames 
fisheries  in  recent  years.  This  increased  value  in 
the  fisheries  will  encourage  the  more  selfish 
riparians  to  use  their  netting  facilities  to  the 
utmost  extent.  It  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  the 
recreation  and  enjoyment  of  the  mass  of  the 
people  should  be  thus  sacrificed  by  any  body  of 
gentlemen  having  power  to  frame  bye-laws  for  the 
Thames  fisheries.” 


I  HAAE  had  many  opportunities  of  obtaining 
the  opinion  of  the  various  up  river  fishery 
associations,  and  their  members  appear  to  incline 
to  the  view  that  should  the  Comervators  allow 
netting  in  the  Thames,  the  associations  will  all, 
or  nearly  all,  be  dissolved.  It  would  be  a  lament¬ 
able  thing  were  this  to  take  place,  but  I  do  not 


see  how  it  could  be  avoided.  No  association  could 
honourably  invite  the  public  to  subscribe  money 
to  preserve  and  stock  a  river  which  was  liable  at 
any  time  to  be  netted  from  end  to  end.  Some 
millers  are  good  friends  to  anglers,  but  others  are 
not,  and  I  well  know  some  who,  if  they  might, 
would  take  every  opportunity  of  netting  their 
pools  and  taking  out  trout  and  other  fish. 
Through  a  certain  country  town  runs  a  fine 
river,  which  is  preserved  by  a  local  club.  Large 
numbers  of  trout  and  coarse  fish  have  been 
placed  in  the  river,  but  all  the  best  trout  work 
up  to  the  tail  of  a  mill.  The  water  from  the 
nrill — the  “  tail  water  ” — runs  for  a  few  yards 
through  a  bricked  channel,  and  it  is  the  custom 
of  the  miller,  at  short  intervals,  to  place  a  net  at 
the  mouth  of  the  channel  just  before  stopping 
his  mill.  The  result  is  that  immediately  the 
water  ceases  running  the  channel  runs  dry, 
empty,  and  any  trout  there  may  be  in  it  are  left 
floundering,  and  are  easily  retrieved  in  a  landing 
net.  It  is  a  scandalous  thing,  but  the  miller  is 
within  his  legal  rights.  I  give  this  as  an  illus¬ 
tration  of  what  millers  and  others  might  do  on 
the  Thames  if  they  were  empow'ered  to  do  such 
things  by  the  conservators. 


The  editor  has  asked  me  to  look  into  and 
report  upon  a  little  pamphlet  entitled  “  Epping 
Forest  Commoners’  Rights  and  City  Corpora¬ 
tion.”  The  story  of  the  cottagers’  agitation 
against  the  Conservators  in  defence  of  their  legal 
rights,  and  a  statement  of  their  case.  ”  32,  Fleet- 
street.  Epping  Forest,”so  says  the  preface,”  owes 
its  existence  to-day  to  the  rights  of  the  com¬ 
moners,  who,  long  before  the  Corporation  of 
London  took  up  the  matter,  were  fighting  en¬ 
closing  lords  of  manors,  and  going  even  to  prison 
in  defence  of  their  rights.  The  principal  grievance 
at  present,  so  far  as  I  can  understand,  is  that  the 
Corporation  of  London,  who  are  Conservators  of 
the  Forest,  do  not  recognise  certain  rights  claimed 
by  the  smaller  commoners,  men  holding  less  than 
half  an  acre  of  land.  Sir  Horace  Davey,  Q.C., 
has  stated,  in  an  opinion  which  was  obtained  from 
him,  that  a  claim  to  rights  of  pasture  could  not 
be  mantained  on  the  strength  of  owning  a  house 
without  any  land,  but  the  Conservators  seek  to 
prevent  common  rights  being  enjoyed  by  those 
who  have  not  land  to  the  extent  of  half  acre  as 
well  as  the  house.  The  idea,  doubtless,  is  that 
unless  a  man  has  sufficient  land  to  grow  food  to 
keep  his  cattle  in  the  winter,  it  would  be  useless 
to  give  him  summer  pasturage  rights.  Certainly 
the  poorer  these  commoners  are,  the  greater 
claims  have  they  to  the  consideration  of  the 
corporation.  The  pamphlet  of  course  tells  us 
principally  one  side  of  the  question.  Those 
interested  should  obtain  it  from  the  address  1 
have  given.  _  Templar. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

SuiiscRiHER  (Grantham).  —  We  recommend 
Scarborough. 

A.  E. — The  only  firm  we  know  which  sells  the 
glass  minnow-trap  is  Messrs.  Alfred  &  Son, 
Moor  gate- street,  London.  Minnows  will  live  in 
a  tank  in  shallow  water.  Water  should  be 
renewed  now  and  then. 


CoTOsjjottUtna 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

THAMES  ANGLING  COLLECTING  BOXES. 


Sir, — Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to  remind 
those  Angling  Clubs  who  have  collecting  boxes  for 
the  T.A.P.S.,  that  the  financial  year  ends  on  the 
30th  of  April,  and  it  will  be  desirable  the  results 
of  each  should  be  sent  in  any  time  during  the 
month  of  April.  I  would  express  a  hope  that 
each  will  do  their  best  to  increase  our  funds  at  so 
important  a  period,  as  the  committee  can  onl}' 
determine  with  their  balance  that  can  be  done 
in  the  future.  W.  H.  Bhougiiam, 

Powmall-gardens,  Hounslow.  Secretary. 
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DRESSINGS  OF  THE  BLUE  DUN. 

Dear  Sir, — Yal  Conson,  in  his  characteristi¬ 
cally  interesting  account  of  our  old  friend  the 
Blue  Dun,  contained  in  your  issue  of  to-day,  says, 
“it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  make  out  which  of 
Mr.  Pritt’s  patterns  represent  the  Blue  Dun, 
unless  it  be  the  Snipe  Bloa.”  In  the  absence  of 
any  angling  books  (Pritt’s  or  other)  to  which  to 
refer,  and  with  all  due  deference  to  so  dis¬ 
tinguished  an  authority,  the  “  Waterhen  Bloa  ’’  of 
Pritt’s  “North  Country  Trout  Flies  ’’  represents, 
unless  my  memory  fails  me,  the  fly  in  question. 
The  body  may  be  dressed  variously;  peacock’s 
quill,  stripped  and  dyei  yellow,  is  as  good  as  any¬ 
thing.  The  Snipe  Bloa  (known  here  as  Light 
Snipe  and  Yellow)  is,  I  fancy,  the  “  Bloa 
Brown  ’’  of  Jackson,  and  a  fly  of  a  different 
class.  A  first-rate  killer  (also  taken,  I  believe 
for  the  Blue  Dun)  in  the  spring  and  autumn 
I  dress  thus :  Body,  green  silk ;  legs  and 
wings  hackled  with  outside  wing  feather  from 
blue  hawk  (merlin),  old  cock  bird  for  preference. 
— 1  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

R.  E.  Ricketts,  M.A. 

Middleton  Rectory,  Beverley,  March  25,  1893. 


PROYINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

A  REPLY  TO  YOUR  LANCASHIRE  CORRESPONDENT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  a  paragraph  under  the 
heading  of  Notes  from  Lancashire,  in  a  recent 
issue,  which  contained  certain  matters  which 
may  be  calculated  to  mislead  a  few  of  the  associa¬ 
tions  in  the  north  that  are  desirous  of  obtaining 
the  privilege  to  travel  at  the  reducedfare  through 
the  agency  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association. 

In  the  first  place  your  correspondent  sajs 
that  “  We  must  go  to  Birmingham  for  a  travelling 
card  when  we  go  for  a  teapot.’’  This  is  very 
good,  and  I  suppose  that  the  northern  people  are 
like  the  rest  of  the  people,  they  always  go  to  the 
cheapest  market  for  their  goods,  and  if  the  tea¬ 
pot  is  satisfactory,  why  not  have  the  travelling 
card  from  the  same  place,  without  sending  to 
Ijondori  for  it,  and  fareing  worse.  I  am  sorry  to 
see  your  correspondent  so  prejudiced  against  the 
Provincial  Association.  I  don’t  know  why  he 
should  be  so  inclined,  as  this  is  not  the  first 
occasion  upon  which  he  has  showed  his  disfavour 
towards  us.  1,  for  mj  own  part,  don’t  see  what 
objection  any  association  can  have  to  join  us — 
without  it  is  that  they  consider  that  we  ought  to 
obtainthem  the  privilege,  and  give  them  the  travel- 
ling  cards,  &c.,  in,  for  nothing.  With  respect  to 
the  costs  of  joining  our  aisociation,  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  state  that  the  Warrington  Association, 
whicU  has  lately  joined  us,  will  receive  the 
privilege  to  travel  at  the  reduced  fares  on  the 
(i.W.R.,  L.  and  N.Y'.,  and  Cambrian  railways,  for 
the  sum  of  about  i'3.  For  thissumthey  will  be  sup¬ 
plied  with  travelling  cards,  rules,  &c.,free,  and  the 
association  will  not  be  called  upon  to  contribute 
anything  further  until  next  September,  when 
they  win  be  asked  to  pay  the  sum  of  twopence 
'IKr  mnnher ;  all  travelling  cirds  in  future  years 
will  be  issued  free,  and  the  only  future  ca  Is  to  bo 
made  upon  them  will  be  for  their  subscriptn  n, 
which  is  fourpence  per  annum.  Y’hatevei  may 
be  the  costs  of  joining  our  association,  let  me 
irnpre.«s  one  thing  on  the  minds  of  our  northern 
friends,  and  tha,t  is  this,  that  the  committee  are 
open  to  treat  with  any  association  that  is  willing 
to  join  us,  and  the  terms  will  be  made  so  that  it 
will  be  within  the  reach  of  all  to  become  affiliated 
with  us  that  care  to.  The  cost  per  member  will 
be  but  small,  and  the  first  journey  made  with 
the  privileged  ticket  will  effect  a  saving  that  will 
more  than  repay  the  member  for  his  outlay  to  the 
association  for  twelve  months. 

Your  corre.<-pondent,  in  order  to  complete  his 
small  list  of  misstatements,  says  that  we  fritter 
away  the  a.“sociation  money  in  paying  our  dele¬ 
gates  ;  this  is  wrong,  as  it  is  only  the  movable 
committee  that  receive  any  pay,  and  this  is  only 
their  railway  fares,  and  a  small  tiifle  to  cover 
their  expens-cs,  an  account  of  which  is  printed 
together  with  the  business  done  at  each  meeting, 
and  circulated  throughout  the  association. 

1  hope  that  the  associations  in  the  north  will 
not  allow  certain  persons  to  jirejudice  them 
against  the  Provincial  Association,  and  that  our 
northern  friends  will  not  lake  any  notice  of  the 
meanness  of  persons  who  advocate  keeping  their 
money  in  their  poekets  rather  than  jom  our 
association ;  this  is  not  sjiortsmanslike,  it  is 


selfish  to  the  extreme,  and  I  hope  that  the  northern 
anglers  will  have  a  better  opinion  of  us  than  your 
Lancashire  correspondent,  and  if  possible  join  us 
so  that  we  may  with  our  united  actions,  not  only 
be  in  a  position  to  command  the  railway  com¬ 
panies,  but  make  the  pursuits  of  angling  be 
wmrthy  of  the  consideration  of  rich  and  poor 
alike. — Y'ours  respectfully, 

Charles  White,  Gen.  Sec,  P.  A.  A. 

42,  Tenby-street,  Norih  Birmingham. 


LOWER  THAMES  TROUT  PROPAGATION 
SOCIETY'. 

Hir, — As  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Brougham,  the  secretary  of  the  “  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,’’  pointing  out  that  the 
former  title  I  used  is  likely  to  lead  to  confusion 
with  his  Society,  I  have,  as  you  suggested,  re¬ 
named  the  Society  I  represent,  and  hope  that  it 
will  meet  with  Mr.  Brougham’s  approval,  as  I 
have  no  wish  to  tread  on  the  toes  of  the  Society 
he  represents.  There  are  one  or  two  errors  in  the 
report  I  sent  on  March  I8th  ;  for  instance.  Lower 
Thames  Preservation  Society,  should  read  Lower 
Thames  Trout  Preservation  Society,  also  John 
Asly  should  read  John  Ashby,  and  E.  Blaines,  Pack 
Horse  Hotel,  Staines,  as  E.  Blarney.  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  this  week  two  more  subscriptions  to  the 
Society,  and  hope  hy  the  end  of  the  month  to  be 
able  to  purchase  1000  two-year-old  trout  to  turn 
into  the  river.  I  hope  all  those  interested  in  the 
improvement  of  the  trout  fishing  in  the  Thames 
will  give  me  their  support,  and  hope  to  have  the 
support  of  those  clubs  who  fish  for  trout  in  the 
Lower  Thames.  I  will  give  due  notice  when  the 
trout  will  be  turned  into  the  river,  so  that  all 
those  interested  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
attending,  should  they  wish  to  do  so.  All  com¬ 
munications  and  subscriptions  will  be  duly  ack¬ 
nowledged. —  Yours  truly, 

A.  Burrow,  Hon.  Sec. 

Lower  Thames  Trout  Propagation  Society, 
Colne  Cottage,  Staines. 


LOCH  RANNOCH  AND  EARLY  FEROX 
FISHING. 

Sir,— Those  who  love  trolling  for  salmon  ferox 
have,  perhaps,  observed  that  Loch  Rannoch 
happens  to  have  been  fished  unusually  early  this 
season  by  one  or  two  anglers,  and  with  results 
which  I  am  sure  have  surprised  even  the  resident 
gillies.  A  fortnight  ago,  Mr.  Stewart  got  a 
trout  of  141b.  and  one  of  smaller  size  ;  and  in  to- 
daj  ’s  paper  (Fishing  Gazette)  I  find  that  two  of 
8|lb.  and  5pb.  respectively  have  been  taken — all 
by  trolling. 

If  this  proves  anything  it  proves  that  the 
troller  for  ferox  should  fish  Loch  Rannoch  some 
time  before  the  fly  fishing  begins. 

I  presume  that  these  big  cannibal  trout  are  at 
pretent  hunting  for  food.  The  English  sportsman 
seldom  arrives  till  May,  and  so,  from  year  to 
year,  it  has  been  handed  down  as  a  tradition  that 
it  is  useless  to  launch  the  boats  till  then.  But 
time  proves  all  things,  and  four  big  ones  have 
already  fallen  to  the  casual  fisherman. 

What  would  have  happened  had  some  old, 
systematic  troller  been  at  work  all  this  time,  I 
cannot  say,  but  in  trolling  (which  I  personally 
have  no  love  for)  it  is  particularly  true  that  “  the 
line  that  is  always  in  the  water  and  never  on  the 
bank ’’ kills  the  most  fish.  I  have  not  even  seen 
Loch  Rannoch  since  1881,  but  I  know  it  well. 
The  river  there  however  is  my  fancy,  and  I  never 
hesitate  when  river  and  loch  fishing  are  both  to 
be  had. — 1  am,  &c.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

March  25.  1893. 

I’-^- — I  find  that  I  had  underrated  the  sport 
had  by  Mr.  Stewart,  who  killed  three  large  trout 
of  141b.,  41b.,  and  31b.,  so  that  five  large  trout 
have  already  been  killed  in  the  loch,  and  they  say 
in  very  fair  condition  too  !  I  may  add  that  it  is 
like  killing  pike — a  good  riddance — since  they 
must  need  many  dozens  of  small  trout  to  bring 
them  into  condition  and  to  keep  them  plump.  1 
never  will  believe  that  the  “Ferox”  is  anything 
but  a  cannibal  trout,  and  not  a  distinct  species. 


PHEASANTRY  QLTERY. 

— In  reply  to  W.  L.  Cummins,  Mr.  T.  J.  C. 
Coggin,  North  Yiew,  Chadwick-road,  Peckham, 
has  a  “pheasantry  ”  for  rearing  the  birds  he  men¬ 
tions.— I  am,  &c.,  GAS 


THE  DRY  FLY  ON  A  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  seen  in  your  paper  that  the 
big  trout  in  Lake  Y^yrnwy  are  seen  rising,  but  are 
not  to  be  caught  with  the  fly,  I  venture  to  ask 
you  to  let  me  state  what  sport  I  once  enjoyei 
on  a  lake  when  the  big  trou'i  were  sippoied 
not  to  be  caught  with  the  fly.  One  year  I  had 
permission  to  fish  this  lake,  and  perhaps  spent 
more  time  than  I  ought  watching  these  few  big 
fish.  I  observed  they  each  had  their  regular  beat, 
and  when  they  were  feeding  on  the  surface,  round 
and  round  they  would  go  (the  beat  being  from 
thirty  to  fifty  yards  across),  swerving  to  the  right 
and  left  as  they  saw  their  food.  Here  was  a  dis¬ 
appointment — what  I  imagined  were  the  rises  of 
five  or  six  fish  were  the  rises  only  of  one ;  but, 
here  also  was  my  opportunity.  If  a  fish  came 
within  casting  distance  of  the  shore,  I  crept  down 
when  he  was  on  the  far  side  of  his  beat,  got 
everything  ready,  line  the  right  length,  the  fly 
dry,  and  as  he  sailed  towards  me,  cast  it  as  near 
as  I  could  guess  where  his  regular  beat  would 
take  him  ;  and  there  let  it  lie  floating  till  he 
passed  it  or  took  it. 

Never  shall  I  forget  my  first  success.  A  friend 
was  with  me,  who  seeing  the  fish  rise  tried  the 
wet  fly,  which  was  useless,  it  being  a  bright  June 
day,  and  still,  clear  water.  I  had  on  a  black  gnat 
of  Ogden’s,  and  as  the  lish  was  coming  round 
again,  placed  it  where  we  had  seen  him  rise  the 
fir.st  time.  We  could  see  him  sailing  nearer  and 
nearer,  then  right  up  to  ii,  apparently  with  his 
nose  against  its  tail;  “he’s  at  you  ”  shouts  my 
friend,  diL'ging  me  in  the  ribs  to  make  me  strike; 
but  luckily  it  was  not  my  first  attempt  with  the 
dry  fly,  and  I  restrained  that  fatal,  nervous  jump, 
and  after  a  few  seconds,  which  seemed  many 
minutes,  he  opened  his  mouth  with  a  suck,  in  went 
the  Ogden,  and  out  came,  in  due  time,  the  trout. 
On  still  summer  evenings,  I  used  to  mark  a  ris¬ 
ing  fish,  take  the  ’ooat,  and  lie  waiting  for  him, 
sometimes  getting  him,  more  often  losing  him, 
owing  to  the  small  flies.  No  doubt  experience 
W'ould  show  that  a  slightly  larger  fly  would  pay 
better.  I  often  read  of  lakes  where  big  fish  aie 
said  to  rise  on  still  summer  evenings,  and  long  to 
try  the  same  tactics  on  them,  but  have  not  the 
opportunity ;  but.  shall  be  very  glad  if  this  Itt  er 
is  the  means  of  giving  some  lover  of  the  dry  fly  a 
chance  of  a  bit  of  real  sport  on  the  still  waters  of 
a  lake,  and  of  saving  some  noble  trout  from  the 
ignominious  death  of  the  rriany-hooked  spinning 
tackle. — Y'ours  truly,  A.  Parson. 

[A  very  interesting  experience,  whichmay  prove 
useful  to  some  of  our  readers. — Ed.] 

THE  LOSSIE.— ELGIN  ANGLERS. 

Sir — Anglers  in  Elgin,  of  whom  there  are 
hundreds,  who  wish  to  fish  the  Lossie  in  future 
must  do  so  with  the  fly.  Captain  Dunbar 
Brander,  of  Pitgarvery,  who,  with  his  forbears, 
have  rented  the  fishing  in  the  Lossie  from  Lord 
Moray  for  the  last  century,  says  he  has  never 
interfered  with  anyone  fishing  fairly  with  fly,  nor 
does  he  mean  to  interfere  with  any  fair  sport. 
But  a  custom  of  worm  fishing  has  become  very 
common,  which,  he  says,  is  not  sport,  but  mere 
pot-hunting,  and  requires  no  skill.  He  has  seen 
half  a  dozen  men  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
each  of  them  dangling  a  worm,  and  waiting  till 
Providence  sent  them  a  fish,  which  he  styles  a 
mere  game  of  grab,  and  not  sport.  If  he  finds 
in  future  anyone  fishing  with  worm  or  bait  he  is 
to  challenge  them  and  call  on  them  to  show  their 
authority.  He  says  further  that  there  is  nothing 
illegal  in  fishing  with  worm,  the  illegality  con¬ 
sisting  in  anyone  taking  the  fish  without  the 
leave  of  the  owner  of  the  river.  He  believes 
that  if^  bait-fishing  is  stopped  there  will  be 
more  fish,  and  more  amusement  for  the  fair 
fly-fishers,  of  which  he  is  a  keen  one,  but  has 
never  used  bait  on  the  river.  This  intimation 
has  naturally  been  received  with  disappointment 
by  many  a  “fair  bait  fisher”  who  cannot  be 
termed  a  “  jiot-hunter,”  but  who,  while  fishing 
with  bait,  brings  his  skill  into  play,  as,  for 
instance,  with  a  clear  water  and  burning  hot 
sun  the  skill  of  the  angler  is  taxed  to  the  utmost. 
However,  I  suppose  anglers’  views  of  sport  differ 
considerably,  as  in  everj  thing  else.  This  reminds 
mo  that  the  Captain  says  that  he  has  observed 
salmon  spawning  in  “brackish”  water  in  the 
Lossie,  a  matter  upon  which  I  will  not  venture  an 
opinion  in  writing  to  an  authority  such  as  you 
tifo-  J.  M.,  ,Spey  Correspondent. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  1,  1893. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 

The  angling  season  closed  on  the  Lea  on  Friday . 

The  annual  meeting  and  election  of  o®?®" 

New  Albion  Piscatorials.  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road,  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  April  13,  at .»  p.m. 

The  Waveney  Angling  Club  fished  a  competitio^n 
Saturday  at  Beccles,  when  prizes  were  taken  by  (1)  Mr 
B.  Revell,  (2)  Mr.  Bouse,  and  (3)  Mr.  G.  Finch.  The 
competition  was  confined  to  roach. 

A  siLYEE  snuff-box  has  been  presented  to  Mr.  E.  W. 
Hailes  the  much-respected  secretary  of  the  Epsom 
Angling  Society,  as  a  slight  recognition  of  his  many 
services.  Mr,  Hailes’  first  pinch  out  of  the  box  was  a 
five  pound  note— a  further  present  from  his  fellow- 
members.  _ 

I  HEAR  of  a  place,  within  100  miles  of  London,  where 
the  much-coveted  401b.  pike  is  to  be  found.  He  has 
mined  the  locals  in  tackle,  and  then,  having  no  further 
appliances,  sent  up  to  a  pike  angler  in  London  to  go 
down  and  slay  the  monster.  This  gentleman  was  only 
too  eager  for  the  fray,  but  the  40-pounder  declined  the 
challenge.  A  151b.  fish,  however,  went  for  the  bait  (a 
Mb.  roach),  and  was  quickly  captured.  Some  day  tke 
40-pounder  will  find  an  angler  one  too  many  for  him. 

The  dace  may  be  seen  heading-up  the  stream  in  large 
quantities  at  Broxbourne ;  shoals  of  bleak  are  accom¬ 
panying  them.  _ 

Trout  fishing  opens  on  the  Thames  to-day  (Saturday), 
and  I  hear  that  many  of  the  professional  fishermen  have 
been  engaged  to  go  out.  During  the  last  lew  days  a 
number  of  fish  have  been  seen  dashing  about  ^ ter  the 
bleak  at  Hampton  Court,  Sunbury,  Staines,  Datchet, 
Windsor,  Shepperton,  and  Kingston.  The  season 
promises  to  open  auspiciously. 

Dace  and  perch  used  to  be  taken  in  the  Surrey  Canal 
years  ago ;  pike  were  also  caught  there,  aM  as  for 
roach  there  are  some  plumpers  even  now  at  Beckham, 
Camberwell,  and  Deptford.  I  have  just  been  shown  a 
club  ticket,  dated  July  23,  1889,  where  a  member  of  the 
Marlborough  Angling  Society  took  a  roach  ot  lib.  5oz. 
from  “the  canal  at  Beckham.”  June  (after  the  loth), 
July,  and  August,  are  good  months  to  try  for  the  nsh. 
Speaking  personally,  I  mean  to  get  a  specimen  or  two 
for  show  at  the  club  in  the  ensuing  season  to  whack  all 
the  Hampshire  “  pigs.” 

The  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  met  on  Tuesday 
night  at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel,  Huckingham  Balaco-road 
Sir  Edward  Birkbeck  presided.  The  rules  were  ailopted 
after  revision,  and  I  was  informed  that  tte  London 
members  of  the  society  now  number  over  100.  The  list 
of  vice-presidents  includes  the  Eight  Hon.  Sir  yV.  i. 
Marriott,  Q.C.,  M.B.  -,  Sir  Albert  Eo’dit,  M.B.  ;  Mr.  H. 
Foster,  M.B.  :  the  Mayor  of  Deal,  Dover,  Scarborough 
and  Great  Yarmouth  ;  the  Chairman  of  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board;  Colonel  Lane,  J.F.,  Major  Clifford 
Brobyn,  L.C.C. ;  Captain  Lambton  Young ;  Mr.  . 
H.  Berners  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Blakey  {Northern  Anf/ler);  Mr. 
C.  H.  Cook;  Mr.  Gerald  Geoghegan;  Mr.  Samuel 
Harwood  {Land  and  Water) ;  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall  (Bod 
and  Gun  ;  Mr.R.  B.  Marston  {Fishing  Gazette)  ;Mr.  i.  B. 
Sachs  :  Mr.  W.  Senior  {Field) ;  and  Mr.  Cholmondeley 
Benneil ;  Mr.  A.  Nuthall,  J.B.  (Bresident  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Society) ;  Mr.  J.  S.  Wilcocks. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Martin,  M.B.,  was  elected  treasurer  of 
the  society.  A  branch  club  of  thirty  five  members  has 
been  started  at  Bexhill-on-Sea,  with  headquarters  at 
the  Devonshire  Hotel.  _ 

Several  members  of  the  Junior  Fly  Fishers  put  in 
some  useful  practice  at  Rye  House  on  the  26th.  hly 
rods  were  much  in  evidence  on  the  lawn. 


in  a  very  short  time  two  long  rows  of  roach-poles  con¬ 
nected  Broxbourne  with  St.  Margaret’s.  Several  anglers 
I  saw  were  chub  fishing  with  cheese  paste,  but  roach 
were  principally  sought  after.  The  fish,  however,  fed 
very  badly  again,  whilst  not  a  single  chub,  as  far  as  1 
could  hear,  was  caught,  though  one  could  almost  see 
smoke  rising  from  the  cheese  paste  that  had  been 
prepared  to  meet  their  singular  tastes.  Bassing  one 
banker,  he  invited  me  to  tell  him  if  his  paste  was  of  the 
requisite  strength,  but,  thanks  to  a  friendly  pun  of  wind, 

I  was  saved  from  an  untimely  end.  The  ^  v 

was  eau  de  Cologne  to  the  decoction  in  his  tin  box,  but 
he  assured  me  that  if  the  chub  could  only  once  smell  it 
they  would  never  leave  it.  I  suppose  he  meant  it  would 
kill  them ;  however,  I  didn’t  argue,  but  simply  ran 
away.  _ 

I  have  used  very  hot  cheese  paste  myself,  but,  oh ! 
this  man’s  paste— it  was  almost  alarming.  I  hope  if  he 
ever  reads  a  paper  on  “How  to  catch  chub,  he  will 
leave  the  cheese  paste  behind.  There  would  sure  to  be 
a  panic  the  moment  it  was  introduced. 

The  weighing-in  took  place  at  “  Ye  Old  Rye  House,  at 
five  o’clock,  and  twenty-seven  anglers  registered  fish. 
Several  of  the  roach  were  pretty  specimens.  As  they  lay 
on  the  table  in  the  little  pavilion,  which  does  duty  as  a 
refreshment  bar  on  Bank  Holidays,  one  could  not  help 
thinking  that  Lea  roach  fishing  was  still  worth  following 
up.  One  of  the  roach  was  l^lb.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  first  twelve  successful  anglers,  and  the 
weights  of  their  takes  : — 1,  F.  Gibbons  (Eustonians), 
31b  lioz.;  2,  J.  A.  Fitch  (Great  Northern  Brothers), 
lib!  13oz  ;  3,  R.  Coles  (Hounsfield  Otters),  11b.  lOioz.  ; 

4  W.  Taylor  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  lib.  54OZ. :  d,  J.  vVill- 

g'oss  (Clapham  Junction),  lib.  4oz.  ;  6,  G.  Riggs  (Globe), 
11b  ioz  •  7,  A.  Sims  (Original  Alexandra),  15Joz. ;  8, 
A  Freeman  (Dalston),  14|oz.  ;  9,  G.  Franklin  (Crown 
and  Buckland),  14oz.  ;  10,  C.  Troomey  (Brince  of  Wales), 
lljoz.  ;  11,  F.  Baldwin  (Dalston),  OJoz.  ;  and  12,  Blyth 
(Amicable  Excelsior),  8foz. 

During  the  day  Mr.  B.  Abrahams  went  round  with 
the  A.  B.  B.,  and  was  well  patronised.  He  also  made  a 
collection  in  the  train  for  the  driver  and  guard  of  the 
“  special.”  _ _ 

The  competition  has  been  a  great  success,  and  will 
result  in  a  considerable  sum  being  added  to  the  funds  of 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  The  prizes  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  it  will,  I  am  informed,  be  distributed  on 
April  24,  at  the  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road. 

Goosequill, 


I  hear  some  bad  news  for  club  anglers  about  the 
Stour  at  Christchurch.  I  am  inquiring  into  the  matter, 
and  in  the  meantime  trust  the  rumours  that  has  reached 
me  are  untrue.  _ 

Mr.  Newbury  is  having  his  two  big  pike  set  up. 
Their  worth  would  have  been  added  to  if  he  could  have 
placed  the  third  fish  he  hooked  beside  them.  It  was 
another  20-pounder.  _ _ 

The  Houndsfield  Otters  will  have  some  trout  fishing 
experiences  shortly.  I  hear  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  is  to  visit 
them  in  the  course  of  the  next  three  weeks. 

Sir  George  Findlay,  the  late  general  manager  of 
the  London  and  North-Western  Railway,  was  an  ardent 
salmon  angler.  _ 

Another"  special”  ran  to  Eye  House  on  the  26th, 
conveying  anglers  to  renew  the  competition  which  had 
been  organised  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers  Bene¬ 
volent  Society  and  the  Anglers’  Convalescent  Home.  As 
on  the  previous  occasion  the  weather  was  gloriously  fine, 
and  the  water,  though  brighter  than  the  previous 
Sunday,  was  not  in  bad  condition.  The  competitors, 
however,  only  numbered  205  as  against  413  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  match.  When  the  gun  went  off  there  was 
another  run  for  the  swims,  and  one  or  two  tumbles,  and 


RICHMOND  BISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  members  and  friends  of  this  society  had  one  of 
their  social  re-unions  on  Friday  evening  in  last  week 
under  the  designation  of  a  supper,  followed  by  a  concert 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Berkins,  one  of  its  best 
fishing  members,  whose  trophies  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Gaunt  have  established  him  a  high  reputation.  The 
supper  took  place  in  the  club-room  at  the  Greyhound 
Hotel,  Richmond,  which  has  recently  undergone  renova¬ 
tion  and  decoration,  and  the  popular  proprietor,  Mr.  n. 
C  Monflet,  gave  them  an  excellent  spread,  which  gave 
every  satisfaction.  Mr.  H.  Heath,  the  esteeriied  chair¬ 
man  of  the  society,  presided  on  the  occasion,  aiM, 
amongst  the  numerous  company,  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  F.  Hyde,  C  W.  Better,  F.  H  H.  Hebb, 
S.  Michels,  Harry  Davis,  W.  H  Brougham  G.  H. 
Wright  (hon.  sec.),  W.  T.  Clark  F.  W.  Berkins, 
H.  Hawley,  R.  Grant,  C.  Metcalf, 

J  Cockburn,  J.  Cockburn,  jun.,  W.  Jones,  A.  Herbert, 
and  F  C.  Cheeswright.  After  justice  had  been  done  to 
the  good  things,  the  chairman  gave  the  usual  loyal  toast, 
and  in  proposing  it,  remarked  there  would  be  no 
speeches  that  evening,  as,  with  the  exceptional  one  of 
the  society,  the  evening  would  be  devoted  to  harnaony. 
Mr.  A.  Wareham  commenced  with  a  choice  pianoforte 
solo  and  throughout  accompanied  in  his  usual  first-rate 
style  the  various  songs.  Mr.  Grant  and  Mr.  Botter  ffR^e 
an  exquisite  and  descriptive  plantation  duet  on  the 
banjoes.  Mr.  Shepherd,  in  bis  rendering  |of  comic  songs, 
was  hio’hly  applauded,  and,  in  a  loud  demand  for  repeti¬ 
tion  of"  Days  gone  by,”  he  gave  a  short  and  amusing 
recitation.  Mr.  F.  W.  Berkins  is  an  established 
favourite  in  the  display  of  his  vocal  powep  ;  and 
amongst  others  who  contributed  some  capital  harmony 
were  Mr.  Frank  Gore,  Mr.  Herbert,  and  Mr.  Michels. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  these  attractive  evenings  conduce 
to  popularising  the  society  and  promoting  its  prosperity. 


Navigation  of  the  Nene. — At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Northants  County  Council,  Councillor  Dudley  again 
called  attention  to  the  state  of  the  navigation  and  drain¬ 
age  of  the  river  Nene.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  con- 
dTtion  of  the  river  was  most  unsatisfactory,  and  urged 
the  council  to  combine  with  othe  public  bodies  and 
have  the  state  of  things  remedied.  He  thought  it  would 
be  almost  a  national  disaster  to  have  the  waterway 
closed  as  it  connected  all  the  canals  with  the  sea.  Ihe 
Nene  navigation  commissioners  had  not  done  their  duty 
or  the  river  would  not  be  in  such  a  deplorable  conditmn. 
Councillors  Monckton  and  Simpson  supported  the  motion, 
and  Mr.  Monckton  said  that  the  health  of  the  people 
ought  to  be  the  first  consideration.  The  resolution  was 
carried  and  a  committee  of  five  members  was  appointed. 
This  much  neglected  stream  will  now,  receive  P^ope^ 
attention.  Only  a  part  of  it  is  navigable,  and  that 
would  soon  have  to  be  closed  unless  steps  are  taken  to 
remedy  the  present  state  of  things,  which  is  alike 
ruinous  to  bargemen,  boatmen,  and  anglers.  J.  L.  W . 


Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birm¬ 
ingham  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the 
Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  on  Friday  evMing 
last,  March  24.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C. 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  held  Fob.  24,  were 
read  and  confirmed,  when  an  application  for  relief  from 
the  Birmingham  Heath  Society  was  brought  fOTWard, 
and  granted  to  one  of  the  society’s  members.  The  divi¬ 
sional  committee  reports  were  next  taken,  when  Messrs. 
White,  Reynolds,  and  Marsden  gave  in  their  reports  ot 
their  visits  to  the  Brookfields  and  St.  John’s  Socienes. 
The  reports  went  to  show  that  the  whole  of  the  members 
comprising  these  societies  promised  to  join  the  benevo¬ 
lent  society.  Messrs.  White  and  Hughes  gave  in  a 
report  of  their  visit  to  the  Alliance  Society  in  No.  - 
division,  this  report  was  very  favourable,  as .  ^2^'' 
sixty  members  promised  to  become  identified  with  the 
society.  No  reports  were  given  by  the  No.  3  divisional 
committee.  Mr.  Coles  gave  in  a  report  of  his  visit  to 
the  Balsall  Heath  Britannia  Society  in  No.  4  division, 
this  report  was  also  very  favourable.  The  whole  ot  ‘he 
reports  were  adopted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
the  various  committees  for  their  services.  Mr.  Reynolds 
brought  before  the  notice  of  the  meeting  the  advisability 
of  the  annual  contest  taking  place  sooner  than  it  did 
last  year,  and  also  advocated  that  the  contest  be  fished 
on  a  Saturday  afternoon.  And,  if  possible,  another  con¬ 
test  be  fished  later  on  in  the  season,  so  that  the  whom 
of  the  members  could  take  part  in  the  contests  and  help 
to  increase  the  finances  of  the  society.  The  motion  ot 
Mr.  Reynolds  was  unanimously  carried,  and  it  was 
decided  to  hold  the  contest  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
July  15,  next,  the  place  for  the  contest  to  be  decided 
upon  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee.  Several 
valuable  prizes  were  promised  by  the  gentlemen  Pto^sht 
for  beth  contests  ;  and  the  committee  have  pledged  them 
selves  to  obtain  a  good  supply  of  prizes  for  this  lortb- 
coming  event.  This  concluded  the  chief  business  ot  the 

Now^'hat  the  close  season  is  upon  us  the  clubs  should 
lose  no  time  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  tor 
the  benefit  and  welfare  of  their  members.  By  the  time 
the  close  season  ends  some  of  the  clubs  will  ce  in  pos¬ 
session  of  private  waters,  which  they  have  n<^  hitherto 
had  the  privilege  of  fishing.  A  great  number  ot  our 
clubs  have  been  on  the  look  out  for  private  waters  tor  a 
long  time,  and  some  of  them  have  lately  rented  waters 
which  I  hope  will  turn  out  satisfactory.  The  bt. 
Stephen’s  and  Manor  Clubs  have  just  rented  some  very 
good  water.  The  latter  club  have  taken  a  portion  ot 
the  Myra  Canal  at  Stoke  Golding,  and  I  wish  to  intorm 
the  clubs  who  are  on  the  look  out  for  water,  and  pwter 
the  canal  to  the  river,  that  there  stiU  remains  about 
fifteen  miles  of  the  Myra  Canal  to  let.  The  one  great 
drawback  to  this  water  is  that  there  are  no  Sunday 
trains,  and  persons  wishing  to  fish  the  water  on  Sunday 
must  walk  from  Nuneaton,  which  is  about  five  miles ; 
but  on  the  week  days  there  is  a  good  service  of  tr.uns, 
and,  in  order  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the  members 
of  the  Birmingham  Association,  the  Midland  Railway 
Company  have  granted  the  privilege  for  the  members  to 
travel  to  Stoke  Golding  at  a  fare  of  23.  6d.  and  Market 
Bosworth  at  a  fare  of  23.  lid.  Now  that  this  com¬ 
pany  have  granted  the  concessions  to  these  statioM 
the  water  will  soon  be  in  demand,  and  tor  the 
information  of  the  clubs  who  wish  to  secure  stretches 
of  it,  I  should  advise  them  in  the  first  instance 
to  write  to  Mr.  McCullum,  Midland  Railway  Estate 
Agent,  Derby,  for  particulars,  as  the  canal  belongs  to 
the  railway  company.  This  canal  is  strictly  preserved 
and  watched  over  by  the  servants  of  the  company,  and 
is  as  good  fishing  as  any  canal  in  the  midlands.  1  have 
lately  heard  of  some  more  canal  water  to  let,  which  is 
about  three  miles  of  the  Fazeley  Canal,  the  nearest 
station  to  which  is  Fazeley  on  the  Midland.  This  water 
is  also  very  good  and  protected  by  the  canal  company. 
The  water  is  to  let  for  three  years,  and  I  have  been 
informed  that  .£20  will  secure  the  entire  rights  for  the 
three  years.  The  water  can  be  fished  on  Sundays,  and 
there  is  a  good  service  of  trains  either  on  Sunday  or 
week  days.  If  any  society  should  wish  to  acqume  this 
water  I  should  advise  them  to  apply  to  Mr.  Hutton, 
Old  Wharf,  Baradise-sfcreet,  Birmingham. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  readers  of  the  L  is/nng 
Gazette  that  Mr.  W.  Luker,  the  secretary  of  the  Glou¬ 
cester  Associatiou  and  member  of  the  provincial  com¬ 
mittee,  has  been  confined  to  his  bed  for  more  than  a 
month  with  rheumatism  ;  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
he  is  now  very  muoh  better,  and  able  to  get  abouj 
again.  — 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

In  continuation  of  my  last  week’s  reniarks  on  the 
general  nature  and  results  of  the  coarse  fish  season,  1 
Lve  not  a  geat  deal  to  add.  There  is  probab  y  no  river 
in  the  United  Kingdon  (Scotland  and  Irelan^d  may  not 
of  course  be  considered)  which  carries  such  a  h^d  ot 
bream — to  borrow  a  “shooting”  phrase,  as  the  i rent 
does  in  some  of  its  reaches.  Indeed,  above  Weston 
there  is  probably  the  most  prolific  and  best  stocked  bit 
of  bream  water  in  this  country,  which  can  be  fashed  by 
season  ticket.  On  some  days  they  may  be  seen  rolling 
about  in  hundreds  and  yet  they  are  terribly  hard  to 
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catch,  and,  save  on  odd  occasions,  take  anything  but 
freely.  Once  fairly  among  bream  in  the  taking  mood 
there  is  no  coarse  fish  of  which  bigger  bags  can  be  made, 
but  the  difficulty  is  to  get  them  in  the  taking  mood.  It 
may  be  remembered  that  I  recently  noted  the  results  of 
a  day’s  netting,  or  rather,  three  draws  of  a  certain 
celebrated  bream  pond  in  Derbyshire,  in  which  there  are 
thousands  of  bream ;  well,  I  was  informed  by  its  noble 
owner  that  it  is  only  for  a  week  or  so  throughout  the 
year  (the  period  varies)  that  the  bream  take  at  all  freely. 
On  one  afternoon,  while  this  week  was  “  on,”  one  angler 
took  1151b.  weight  of  fish  out  of  the  pond.  Now  this 
has  been,  and  probably  will  continue  to  be,  the  state  of 
matters  on  the  Trent;  an  odd  good  bag,  failure  in  moat 
cases,  ea.price  on  the  part  of  the  fish,  and  an  increasing 
number  in  the  river,  for  bream  are  both  hardy  and  pro- 
lific.  The  water,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  oftener  suited  bream 
^hingthan  any  of  the  other  departments  of  coarse  fish- 
so  that  unsni table  conditions  can  hardly  be  advanced 
as  an  excuse .  In  the  lower  portion  of  the  Derwent  a  similar 
state  of  matters  prevailed.  As  to  the  perch  season — 
over  it  I  would  fain  draw  the  veil  of  reticence,  but  it 
may  be  dismissed  in  a  word.  Perch  have  for  years,  for 
some  very  unaccountable  reason,  been  growing  scarcer 
and  scarcer  in  the  Trent.  This  year  very  few  were 
killed,  and  perhaps  of  these  few  the  major  portion  were 
taken  in  the  Weston,  Shardlow,  and  Sawley  districts. 
Of  tench  it  hardly  seems  necessary  to  speak.  Tench 
thrives  better  in  ponds  and  still  waters  than  any  other 
fist— bream  perhaps  excepted— and  in  the  main  river  of 
J  Trent  there  are  not  many  tench— at  least  few  are 
killed  in  it,  but  in  some  of  the  backwaters,  and  in  such 
places  as  the  “Old  Trent”  at  Sawley  and  in  certain 
portions  of  the  canals,  there  is  a  fair  number.  It  was 
in  these  that  most  of  the  tench  were  killed.  So  far  as 
I  know  they  were  all  the  common  tench.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  golden  variety  occurs  in  any  of  the 
rivers  of  the  county.  The  dace  season  was  a  poor  one. 

I  can  remember  no  special  capture  of  these  fish  either  as 
“  punifier  or  size.  From  personal  observation  fly¬ 
fishing  in  the  shallows  during  the  earlier  months  of  the 
season  would  most  certainly  have  yielded  good  results  ; 
but  as  I  had  occasion  to  remark  last  week  your 
average  Trent  fisher  fights  shy  of  that  mode  of 
angling.  Of  the  minor  fish  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  say  more  than  that  they  maintained  the  status  (/uo 
ante  as  to  numbers.  The  eel  season  was  also  up  to  the 
average,  though  lamperns  showed  perhaps  a  slight  fall¬ 
ing  off.  Viewing  the  season  as  a  whole,  fish  of  all  sorts 
were  numerous,  disease  occasionally  showed  itself 
especially  amongst  the  roach  and  dace,  but  the  weather 
and  water  were  generally  unsuitable,  and,  from  any 
point  of  view,  the  results  were  far  from  gratifying  con- 
wdering  the  quantity  of  fish  of  all  sorts  in  the  river. 
The  prospects  are,  however,  good,  and,  given  suitable 
conditions,  next  season  will  surely  atone  for  the  one 
just  passed. 

Pike  are,  as  yet,  the  only  fish  showing  signs  of  begin¬ 
ning  to  spawn,  but  on  an  average  of  years  on  the  Trent, 
j.  find  that  pike  are  usually  spawning  about  the  12th 
dace  about  the  4th  May,  roach  and  bream  about 
the  7th  May,  and  barbel  and  chub  about  the  28th  May. 
This  marked  difference  seems  to  point  to  the  fact  that, 
so  far  as  some  coarse  fish  are  concerned,  the  season  closes 
too  early  and  opens  too  soon,  but  no  doubt  any  recogni- 
tion  of  this  difference  if  beneficial  in  one  direction 
would  be  the  opposite  in  another. 

Trout  fishing  can  hardly  yet  be  said  to  be  in  full  swing 
at  least,  not  in  club  waters.  The  season  for  some  of  the 
club  waters  opened  on  Saturday,  e.g.,  on  the  Matlock 
reach,  but,  though  the  waters  are  all  in  excellent  order 
fiy‘fi®b'^fr>  little  will  bo  done  with  the  fly  until 
the  hard  frost,  which  we  have  every  night,  gives 
way.  The  weather,  it  is  true,  is  unnaturally  warm 
during  the  day,  and  there  is  a  fair  “  hatch  out  ”  of  flies, 
but  there  has  as  yet  been  no  marked  or  general 
rise”  on  the  part  of  the  fish.  On  the  whole 
the  teout  may  be  said  to  be  in  good  condition,  consider¬ 
ing  how  late  the  spawning  season  was,  but  I  think 
anglers  will  find  tha,t  the  condition  of  the  fish  is  very 
variable,  some  all  right,  and  others  very  far  from  it. 

should  this  weather  continue,  and  the  wind 
shift  from  the  east  (it  changed  to  that  disagreeable 
quarter  about  midnight  last  night),  I  see  no  reason  why 
Faster  should  not  produce  good  results  with  the  fly.  In 
any  view  the  country  is  looking  lovely,  the  days  are 
warm,  the  waters  are  in  good  ply — and  east  wind  or  no 
cast  wind,  the  jaded  town  man  who  wants  fresh  air  and 
exercise  must  be  hard  to  please  if  not  contented  with 
such  conditions. 

I  was  much  amused,  when  in  one  of  the  riverside 
towns  of  the  Derwent  the  other  night,  to  see  a  certain 
cubing  old  veteran  spinning  a  minnow  from  the  balcony 
of  his  house  towards  7.30  p.m.,  when  it  was  virtually 
/  ®“®  while  I  was  watching  him 

(about  jib.),  and  many  large  fish  fall  each  season  to  his 
rod  in  this  way.  He  is  a  freeholder,  and  hence  no  one 
can  prevent  him  from  so  fishing.  AVhere  the  joke  came 
in,  was  that  many  of  the  members  of  the  club,  them- 
selyes  debarred  from  angling  by  their  own  rules,  were 
watching  his  operations,  powerless  to  prevent  or  parti¬ 
cipate  m  them. 

VI recent  dynamiting  and  netting  in  the  Wye  below 
Pakowell  would  have  turned  out  a  very  serious  matter 
had  the  pohce  not  come  down  upon  the  men.  The  con¬ 
summate  impertinence— the  adding  of  insult  to  injury— 
in  proceeding  to  use  explosives  and  nets  within  300 
yards  of  the  police-station,  and  so  short  a  distance  from 
the  village,  IS,  to  my  mind,  extremely  suggestive.  It  shows 
that  there  is  considerable  laxity  on  the  part  of  those  pri- 
vately  interested  in  the  water,  and  that  these  poachers 
were  not  by  any  manner  of  means  new  to  the  business 
Immunity  from  interruption  seems  to  have  begot  careless¬ 


ness.  Two  of  them  have,  I  hear,  absconded.  One  of  the 
matters  that  will  come  up  before  the  Trent  Board  of 
Conservators  at  their  annual  meeting  this  week  will  be 
the  question  as  to  the  extension  of  the  rod  season  for 
trout.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  better 
class  clubs  a,re  opposed  to  it,  while  the  clubs  whose 
members  fish  in  the  smaller  brooks  and  mostly  with  bait, 
are  in  favour  of  it.  The  clubs  can,  of  course,  get  over 
the  difficulty  so  far  as  their  own  waters  are  concerned, 
by  fixing  any  close  time  private  to  themselves,  as  they 
already  fix  their  opening  at  a  period  much  later  than  the 
law  requires.  In  my  view,  the  opening  should  be  delayed 
a  month,  while  the  season  might  with  advantage  be  pro¬ 
tracted  for  a  fortnight,  on  the  ground  many  of  the  more 
cannibalistic  and  aged  trout  might  be  killed  during  the 
fortnight.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  there  are 
many  old  trout  which,  like  old  cock  grouse  on  a  moor, 
would  be  far  better  out  of  the  streams  than  in  them. 

Salmon  fishing  is  now  being  prosecuted  with  consider¬ 
able  vigour  on  Trent-side,  and  with  a  fair  measure  of 
success,  at  least  in  the  King’s  Mills  bit  of  water,  in  the 
streams  just  Ijelow  the  weir.  On  Thursday  Mr.  AVood 
the  lessee,  killed  a  small  fish  of  S^lb.  above  the  Ferry 
Chain,  while  in  the  afternoon  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  Nottingham, 
took  a  141b.  fish,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  gaffing! 
Mr.  AVood’s  fish  was  killed  on  a  Devon,  while  Mr.  Coxon 
secured  his  on  a  spiral  spinner.  On  Friday  Mr.  AVood  had 
another  fish  of  121b.,  also  taken  on  the  Devon  (which  is 
the  favourite  lure  on  Trent).  It  was  a  remarkably 
shapely  fish.  Four  fish  in  one  week  from  this  short 
stretch  of  water  is  remarkably  good  for  the  river,  and  if 
matters  progress  equally  favourably  during  April,  May, 
and  June,  we  may  hope  to  revive  some  of  the  departed 
&tory  of  the  hundred-armed  Trent  as  a  salmon  river. 
The  next  freshet  should  bring  up  a  large  number  of 
fish. 

I  have  been  frequently  asked  of  late,  by  the  riverside 
and  elsewhere,  if  an  angling  association,  having  no 
leased  water,  qua  association  has  power  propria  matu, 
to  prosecute  offenders  against  any  of  the  bye-laws 
of  the  board  of  conservators  of  the  district.  I  have  put 
the  matter  thus  generally,  not  only  because  the  question 
IS  one  of  considerable  importance,  but  also  because  the 
first  prosecution  by  such  an  association,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  occurred  through  a  breach  of  one  of  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board  bye-laws  with  regard  to  night-netting. 

I  may  state  that  in  terms  of  the  3.5th  section  of  the  iStil 
Act  any  person  could  lay  an  information  and  recover 
one  half  of  the  penalty  imposed  (and  the  rule  was  that 
all  penalties  were  recoverable  under  the  Jervis’s  Act) 
but  after  the  creation  of  boards  by  the  1865  Act,  this' 
power  was  lost,  and  the  law  as  to  the  formal  laying  of 
^formation  became  very  strict— so  strict,  in  fact,  that 
in  all  cases  even  water  bailiffs— the  duly  authorised, 
paid,  and  recognised  servants  of  the  boards — were 
required  to  produce  w’ritten  authority  from  the  boards 
in  taking  out  a  summons.  In  the  case  of  Anderson  v 
Ramtm  (Q.  B.  Div.  63  L.  T.  168,  April  1890)  a  convic¬ 
tion  was  quashed  on  the  ground  that  the  water  bailiff, 
though  he  had  been  authorised  in  writing  to  take  out  a 
suinmons  by  his  bop’d,  could  not  produce  that  written 
authority  at  the  trial,  nor  show  that  any  resolution  had 
been  specially  passed  by  the  board  authorising  the  pro- 
eeedings.  In  consequence  of  this  manifest  miscarriage 
of  justice  on  a  purely  technical  ground,  a  clau'se 
(sect.  13)  was  inserted  in  the  Fisheries  Act,  1891 
(just  as  previously  the  Eels  Act,  1886,  had 
been  jmssed  to  remedy  the  decision  in  Bradley  v. 
Price,  that  eels  were  freshwater  fish  within  the  meaning 
of  sect.  11  of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1878)  to  the 
Mlowing  effect :  “  The  powers  conferred  by  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Act,  1883,  or  this  Act,  or  any  other  Act  re¬ 
lating  to  sea  fisheries,  or  by  any  Act  relating  to 
salmon  and  freshwater  fisheries,  upon  any  autho¬ 
rities  or  officers  to  pforce  any  such  Act,  shall  not 
be  construed  as  limiting  or  taking  away  the  power  of 
any  person  to  take  legal  proceedings  for  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  any  such  Act,  or  any  bye-law  made  thereunder.” 

I  presume  that  such  associations  found  upon  the  words 
'*,any  bye-law,”  but  am  of  opinion 
that  the  clause  was  inserted  with  a  view  to  obviating 
tlm  necessity  for  any  person  having  interest  in  eausd., 
whether  as  a  private  individual  who  has  suffered 
injury,  or  as  a  guardian  of  the  public  interest  in  the 
nshipg,  from  proving  that  he  has  been  authorised  by 
special  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Conservators ;  and 
this  more  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  the 
bye-laws  of  any  board  are  concerned,  water  bailiffs,  and 
even  private  individuals  having  an  interest  in  the  fishing, 
must  necessarily  be  merely  nominal  prosecutors,  for  the 
bye-laws  of  any  board,  in  virtue  of  the  Acts  authorising 
them,  require  a  special  form  of  publication  to  make  them 
opera,tiv®.  On  the  reductio  ad  absurdum  principle,  it 
would  be  monstrous  to  suppose  that  any  Act  would 
confer  the  powers  of  a  board  upon  any  stranger  without 
the  cop®sponding  responsibilities,  and  in  my  opinion 
niiM^  interest  in  causd  would  in  all  such  cases  he  a 
sufficient  answer.  In  any  view,  the  fact  that  the 
penalties  recovered  in  such  cases  are  handed  over  to  the 
board,  and  that  the  decisions  in  the  cases  of  Rec  v 
Uirks  (24  L  T  N.  S.  94,  M.  C.)  and  Rejc  v.  Carden  (4  Burr! 

t  least  confirmed,  the  principle, 

that  the  person  or  corporate  body  whose  right  is  in- 
Iringed,  and  to  whom  the  penalty  is  paid,  alone  has  the 
right  to  sue.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  clause,  read  in 
conjunction  with  the  ease  of  Anderson  v.  Hamlin,  must 
be  construed,  not  as  conferring  the  right  to  prosecute 
who  have  no  vested  interest  in,  or  title  to, 
the  fashing,  but  merely  as  remedying  the  technical  defect 
in  the  previous  law  as  to  written  and  special  authority. 


A  report  of  the  Twelfth  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Watford 
1  iscators  is  unai'oidably  held  over  till  next  week. 


FROM  Hampshire  and  district. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Mayfly  in  March !  Yes,  owing  to  the  wonderfully 
warm  weather,  the  Mayfly  has  made  a  fatal  mistake. 
The  water  meadows  between  AVinchester  and  Twyford 
are  exceedingly  pretty  spots  during  the  balmy  days  of 
May,  and  the  splendid  walk  in  this  direction  is  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  merry  rippling  stream,  with  the  famous 
St.  Catherine’s  Hill  as  sentry,  and  the  blazing  sun 
smiling  graciously  on  the  whole.  On  Saturday  week, 
many  local  gentlemen  observed  the  Mayflies  dancing  just 
above  the  merry  waters.  One  gentleman  describes  the 
scene  as  follows  :  “  It  was  about  mid-day,  and  my  atten» 
tioa  was  attracted  by  a  swarm  of  chaffinches  flying  down 
stream  in  pursuit  of  something.  I  watched,  and  noticed 
a  large  number  of  Mayflies,  which  the  unusually  warm 
weather  had  hatched,  and  which  ever  aud  anon  received 
close  attention  from  the  trout.”  They  were  what  are 
known  as  March  Browns,  and,  what  with  the  ohafBnohes 
and  trout,  had  a  bad  time  of  it. 

The  salmon  fishing  at  Ringwood  continues  very  pro¬ 
ductive,  and  several  good  ones  have  also  been  taken  near 
Eomsey. 

A  beautiful  trout  was  taken  from  the  AVinchester 
waters  on  Tuesday,  and  was  exhibited  upon  the  slab  of  a 
local  fishmonger. 

The  coarse  fishing  has  closed,  and  at  Newbury  it  was 
very  successful.  One  angler  alone,  during  the  season 
from  June  to  March,  bagged  thirty-two  jack  at  31b.  ;  one 
'  at  4Jlb.  ;  one  at  61b. ;  one  at  16ib. ;  and  one  at  181b., 
which  is  a  good  record  for  one  rod.  Roach  and  perch 
have  also  yielded  well  at  Newbury. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  fishing  at  Newbury  has  been 
the  best  for  several  years,  pike  especially  providing 
good  sport. 

In  the  Hants  waters,  the  pike  and  other  coarse  fish 
are  not  appreciated,  having  to  make  room  for  the  more 
sporting  trout. 

A  fine  specimen  of  the  hawk — Peregrine  falcon— has 
been  shot  at  Highcleve  Park. 

A  large  male  badger  has  been  dug  out  at  Edmund’s 
Hill,  Ramsbury,  by  Mr.  Atherton. 

A  Henley  fisherman  had  a  strange  experience  the 
other  week.  He  nearly  caught  a  fine  stag  single-handed. 
The  stag  was  hard  pressed  by  the  hounds,  and  made  for 
the  water,  passing  close  to  the  angler’s  boat.  He  hurled 
a  rope,  and  caught  hold  of  the  stag,  but  was  unable  to 
keep  his  hold  without  any  assistance,  and  was  forced  to 
let  go.  _ 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Days  cold  as  December,  giving  place  to  others  o 
summer  heat,  has  been  the  order  ot  the  weather  for  th 
past  week.  Thursday  and  Friday  saw  heavy  falls  o 
snow,  that  on  the  former  day  amounting  to  a  depth  of 
two  inches.  Such  weather  as  this  is  not  conduoible  to 
fishing,  and,  as  a  consequence,  not  much  has  been  done. 
A  few  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  brighter  days  with 
the  running  worm,  but  we  have  heard  of  no  great  takes. 
Fly-fishing  in  Baudly  Beck  (a  tributary  to  the  Eden), 
Mr.  I.  Rowlandson  had  fifteen  trout,  weighing  4^1b.  ; 
and  Mr.  J.  T.  Rowlandson  from  the  stream  on  throe 
occasions  had  six,  fifteen,  and  six  respectively,  two  of 
which  weighed  11b.  and  ^Ib.  each.  Messrs.  AV.  Nelson 
(Bougate),  W.  Richardson,  D.  Graham,  and  others,  have 
also  done  fairly  well,  the  favourite  lure  being  the  Light 
Snipe  and  Partridge  with  orange  body.  Eden  trout  are 
reported  to  be  in  good  condition,  but  angling  in  this 
river  will  not  become  general  until  after  rain  falls — a 
distant  prospect,  apparently. 

Anglers  throughout  the  northern  counties  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  stocking  of  AVindermere  Lake 
is  proceeding  apace.  Daring  the  past  week  the  stock  of 
trout  has  heen  increased  by  7500  yearlings.  On  Friday 
3638  fish  were  turned  into  the  lake  at  various  places 
from  Twonhead,  at  La’aeside,  up  to  Graythwaite  on  one 
side  of  the  lake  and  to  Storra  on  the  other.  Eighteen 
more  tanks  containing  the  balance  of  the  fish  arrived  at 
AVindermere  station  on  Saturday,  and  were  taken  to 
Bo  wness  and  distributed  on  the  very  best  fishing  grounds 
in  the  lake  from  Bowneas  Bay  to  Ambleside.  The 
distribution  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  AV.  Bolton,  Roose  ; 
Mr.  A.  B.  Dunlop,  AVindermere;  and  Mr.  H.  Chapman, 
the  Lake  Angling  Association  watcher.  The  fish  were 
large,  varying  in  length  from  3Jin.  to  6in.,  healthy  and 
in  good  condition.  ’This  handsome  stock  of  fish  has  also 
been  supplemented  by  about  140,000  fry  from  the 
hatchery  at  Sborrs.  ’These  were  placed  in  the  tribu¬ 
taries  of  the  lake  and  will  gradually  drop  down  as  they 
attain  size.  Other  fry  from  Boulton’s  hatcheries,  at 
Roose,  Barrow,  have  also  been  put  into  the  waters  of 
the  lake  and  streams.  The  death  rate  at  the  hatcheries 
establishment  has  not  exceeded  three  per  cent. 

AATndermere  is  now  fit  to  take  its  place  at  the  head  of 
the  fishing-waters  of  the  country.  With  the  excellent 
feed  the  lake  affords,  these  fish  should  thrive,  and  will 
in  twelve  months  give  good  sport  to  anglers.  Good  fish 
are  to  be  obtained  now,  and  should  favourable  weather 
make  its  appearance,  the  lake  with  its  magnificent 
scenery  and  pleasing  associations  may  be  thought 
worthy  of  a  visit  this  Easter  from  sportsmen  intending 
to  have  a  few  days’  fishing. 

As  the  outcome  of  the  salmon  poaching  affray  at  Sed- 
bergh  a  few  weeks  back,  a  meeting,  numerously  attended 
by  landowners,  farmers,  and  fishermen,  was  held  on 
Wednesday  last  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Sedbergh.  The 
object  of  the  meeting  was  to  consider  what  the  steps  to 
be  taken  to  remedy  the  grievances  which  exist  under 
the  bye-laws  of  the  Lune,  Wyne,  &c..  Fishing  Board, 
should  be.  The  general  opinion  of  the  meeting  was 
that,  as  the  salmon  did  not  reach  the  higher  portions  of  the 
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Lune  until  late  in  the  season,  the  season  for  fishing  should 
he  prolonged  for  at  least  two  weeks.  The  season  for  the 
lower  reaches  should  bo  curtailed  by  a  week,  and  the 
nets  taken  off  at  stated  times  to  allow  fish  an  opportunity 
of  ascending  the  river.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  cost 
of  a  licence  was  ^24  if  the  net  used  did  not  exceed 
200  yards  in  length.  As  a  net  this  length  could  not  be 
worked  in  the  upper  portions,  it  is  thought  that  a 
reduction  should  be  made  for  those  who  used  much 
shorter  nets,  generally  about  50  yards  in  length. 

A  licence  to  net  trout  costs  ^£1,  and  a  rod  licence 
2s.  6d.  It  was  stated  that  the  conservators  would 
confer  a  great  boon  on  fishermen  if  the  net  licence  was 
made  to  include  both.  The  question  of  the  da,mago  to 
gates  and  fences  done  by  watchers  was  also  discussed. 
It  was  suggested  that  an  action  in  the  County  Court 
would  have  a  salutary  effect  on  the  watchers  and  make 
them  more  careful  than  they  now  are.  The  chairman 
stated  that  when  the  trout  licence  was  imposed  the  con¬ 
servators  agreed  to  spend  every  penny  on  restocking  the 
river.  A  large  amount  has  been  made  by  rod  licences 
(last  year  ^£35),  but  s*ill  not  a  single  fish  had  been 
turned  into  the  river  in  that  district.  The  following 
resolution,  drafted  by  the  chairman,  was  carried 
unanimously:  “That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the 
bye-laws  of  the  Lune,  Wyne,  Keer,  and  Cocker  Fishing 
Board,  now  in  force,  are  most  grievous  and  unsatis¬ 
factory  to  the  fishermen  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Lune  and  its  tributaries,  and  that  a  deputation  should 
be  appointed  to  meet  the  board,  with  a  view  to  a  modi¬ 
fication  of  such  bye-laws.”  A  deputation  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  district,  and  it  was  agreed  that,  in 
addition  to  the  matters  before  mentioned,  the  depu¬ 
tation  should  ask  for  the  concession  of  the  night  tides. 
A  meeting  with  a  similar  object  was  also  held  at  Tebay, 
on  Thursday.  Two  persons  were  appointed  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  Sedbergh  deputation. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Kent  Angling  Association 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  in  the  library  of  the 
Kendal  Museum,  Mr.  C.  Pollitt  presiding.  There  was  a 
good  attendance  of  members  and  others  interested  in 
angling,  and  the  report  of  the  committee,  though  con¬ 
taining  nothing  of  a  sensational  character,  was  on  the 
whole  satisfactory.  The  past  spawning  season,  except 
for  unusually  high  waters,  had  been  favourable,  and 
among  trout  there  was  practically  no  disease.  Several 
salmon,  badly  diseased,  had  been  brought  to  Mr.  Watson, 
the  hon.  secretary,  but  only  two  of  these  had  been  taken 
from  the  Kent.  They  were  all  of  large  size,  the  smallest 
being  121b.  The  report  concluded  with  a  hope  that  the 
County  Council  would  keep  up  a  jealous  supervision 
over  the  streams  and  rivers  in  the  district.  The 
association  has  a  balance  in  the  bank  of  nearly  ,£50. 
Mr.  Watson  is  to  continue  as  secretary,  with  Mr.  C. 
Hutchinson  (of  the  firm  of  Hutchinson  and  Son,  the 
noted  fish-hook  manufacturers)  as  assistant  secretary. 

On  Derwentwater.  despite  the  low  temperature,  the 
season  has  commenced  favourably.  On  this  lakeTMr.  J. 
Lowther  had  251b.  of  trout  (fifteen  fish,  the  best  of  which 
weighed  3 Jib.) ;  other  single  fish  have  been  taken  of 
2.jlb.  and  41b.,  the  most  successful  anglers  with  running 
minnow  being  Mr.  H.  Beadle,  121b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Dixon, 
Mr.  W.  Netrton,  Mr.  J.  Banks  (61b.),  and  Mr.  T. 
Hodgson.  On  the  river  Derwent  Messrs.  Melvin, 
J.  Musgrave  (101b.),  T.  and  J.  Thwaites,  and  J.  Eugar, 
have  been  to  the  fore.  Not  much  sport  has  been 
obtained  yet  on  other  streams  in  the  district. 

Brilliant  sunny  weather  continues  to  hold  its  own  in 
this  county  ;  bright  days  are  succeeded  by  frosty  nights, 
and  the  proverbial  “oldest  inhabitant”  declares  that 
never  was  such  warmth  and  brightness  experienced 
before  in  the  month  of  March.  All  this,  however,  con¬ 
duces  not  to  Successful  angling  ;  and  the  state  of  the 
weather,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  most  people  are  this 
week  preparing  for  the  holidays,  may  account  for  the 
small  number  of  anglers  who  have  been  out.  At  any 
rate,  reports  to  hand  are  almost  nil,  partially  accounted 
for,  perhaps,  by  the  early  date  of  despatching  our  notes. 
Mr.  J.  Whitehead  and  Mr.  H.  Mann  had  each  a  few  fish 
from  the  upper  portion  of  the  Kent  on  Monday.  We 
hoar  tha  t  during  the  week  end  many  trout  were  poisoned 
below  the  paper-mills  at  Bowston,  through  what  agency 
may  easily  be  inferred. 

Fly-fishing  on  the  lakes  is  at  a  standstill,  but  a  few 
nice  trout  are  taken  by  trolling.  On  Derwentwater  Mr. 
H.  Dixon  had  six,  the  best  weighing  21b. ;  Messrs.  J. 
Bowe,  nine  ;  J.  Banks,  three  ;  and  T.  Hodgson  one  of 
Clb.,  which  are  the  best  out  of  a  number  of  others.  In 
the  River  Derwent  Mr.  J.  Musgrave  had  4Jlb.  of  well 
fed  fish. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Up  to  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  for  the  past  ten 
days  has  been  delightful,  and  probably  never  during  the 
late  summer  had  we  such  a  corresponding  long  spell  of 
fine  weather.  This  makes  it  all  the  worse  to  bear  from 
an  antler’s  point  of  view,  considering  that  we  cannot  go 
forth  to  our  local  waters,  which  are  principally  noted  for 
coarse  fish.  Many  and  complete  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  excursions  to  Scotland,  Wales,  and  even 
Ireland,  in  search  of  sport,  and  if  suitable  weather  con¬ 
tinues,  Lancashire  will  for  a  few  days  at  Easter  be 
represented  fully  at  many  distant  fishing  resorts.  In  the 
district  of  Manchester  great  satisfaction  is  felt  at  the 
termination  of  the  cotton  struggle,  and  just  when  our 
distressed  brother  anglers  have  got  to  work  again,  we 
are  threatened  with  another  bother  (this  time  over  some 
fishing), which  ought  nevertohave  occurred.  Without  for 
a  minute  entering  into  the  merits  of  the  crisis  in  the  camp 
of  the  Central  Anglers,  we  feel  sure  that  had  a  little  for¬ 
bearance  been  exercised  the  existing  unpleasantness 


might  have  been  avoided  :  as  it  is,  good  feeling  has  been 
thrown  overboard  and  the  interests  of  hundreds  of 
fishermen  jeopardised. 

It  is  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  subscribers  to 
the  Worsley  canal  Have  so  far  loyally  submitted  to  the 
regulation  closing  the  waters  until  J une  15.  But  the 
working-man  angler,  although  credited  with  many  bad 
practices,  is  not  slow  to  see  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  such  a  step,  and  is  assisting  the  board  to  enforce 
the  regulation. 

The  sub-committee  of  the  Manchester  associated 
clubs  met  last  week,  and  transacted  a  lot  of  useful 
business,  amongst  other  important  items,  that  of  suit¬ 
able  waters  for  the  association.  It  is  also  gratifying  to 
learn  that  the  Kingfisher,  Exchange,  and  Old  Persever¬ 
ance  Societies  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  If  wise  councils  prevail  this  district  will  in  the 
future  be  a  tower  of  strength,  and  may  be  trusted  to 
give  a  very  good  account  of  itself  in  its  way  of  legislat¬ 
ing  on  angling  questions. 

On  the  27th  a  further  consignment  of  roach  was 
received  from  Mr.  Greenough,  and  turned  into  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  at  Monton  Green.  The  fish  were 
not  large,  on  an  average  four  inches,  but,  being  of  a  good 
breed  and  young,  should  develope  in  the  new  water  in  a 
very  short  time.  This  makes  the  third  thousand,  leav¬ 
ing  seven  thousand  to  be  delivered.  The  Bolton  anglers 
are  still  alive  to  the  importance  of  stocking,  and  lately 
purchased  2000  yearling  trout  for  their  waters,  this 
makes  about  d£50  spent  on  trout  stocking  alone  in  a  very 
short  time. 

By  the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  two  very  impor¬ 
tant  events  will  have  been  decided  in  Lancashire,  one  at 
Moses  Gate  and  the  other  at  Howebridge.  Although 
this  is  the  legal  close  time  for  coarse  fish,  yet  the  owners 
of  these  waters  are  strictly  within  their  rights  in  allow¬ 
ing  contests,  but  at  the  same  time  on  the  face  of  it  there 
appears  this  fact,  that  fish  may  be  killed  which  in  the 
future  would  assist  in  making  these  waters  attractive, 
yes,  and  remunerative  as  well  to  the  respective  owners. 

River  reports  generally  show  a  scarcity  of  water,  and 
if  ever  an  angler  needed  to  keep  out  of  sight,  now  is 
the  time  when  most  streams  are  gin-clear.  Disease  is 
prevalent  in  a  popular  stream  near  to  Manchester,  and 
only  last  Saturday  a  good  trout  of  IJlb.  was  taken  out 
gasping  and  dying.  The  appearance  of  the  fish  was 
peculiar,  being  of  a  bronze  green  with  white  furry 
spots,  and  generally  repulsive  to  look  at.  We  forbear 
to  locate  the  water  further  than  to  say  it  is  in  Derby¬ 
shire. 

The  secretaries  of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association 
have  sent  out  an  urgent  whip  for  a  meeting  of  the 
general  council,  to  be  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel, 
Manchester,  on  Tuesday,  April  4,  at  seven  o’clock. 
Business — Special  and  important,  re  anglers’  travelling 
facilities  and  privileges. 


FROM  MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

This  has  been  an  exceptionally  early  trout  season  in 
this  district.  The  Monnow  is  a  very  late  river,  as  a 
rule,  probably  owing  to  the  extreme  coldness  of  its 
waters,  the  fish  rarely  rising  much  before  April,  and, 
when  they  do,  not  being  in  good  condition. 

This  year,  however,  there  was  not  only  a  capital  rise 
in  the  middle  of  March,  but  the  fish  were  in  capital 
order.  This  was  caused  by  the  mildness  of  the  season, 
which  made  the  fish  rise,  and  the  heavy  rain  floods,  in 
the  beginning  of  March,  which  brought  down  food  and 
put  them  into  condition.  The  March  brown  hatched 
out  earlier  than  usual,  and  there  was  a  splendid  rise 
about  the  14th  and  15th.  I  got  twenty-seven  trout, 
weighing  i4.Vlb.,  with  it  and  the  Early  Blue  Dun,  one 
day  at  that  time  on  private  water. 

Of  course,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  practically  all  this 
beautiful  little  stream  is  private,  and  this  year  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  by  which  it  will  be  more  strictly 
preserved  than  ever. 

Now  it  has  fallen  too  low,  and  from  this  cause,  and 
the  cold  nights,  no  fish  have  been  taken  just  lately. 

A  start  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  been  made  with 
the  Wye  yet.  This  river  must  be  low  and  clear  to  fish 
well  down  here,  and  as  this  is  now  the  case,  and 
happening  after  heavy  floods,  which  might  have  been 
expected  to  have  brought  the  fish  up,  I  should  have 
expected  better  sport.  However,  it  is  full  early  yet, 
and  probably  the  heavy  fioods  took  most  of  the  few 
springers  already  run  right  up  to  the  head  of  the  river. 
Several  anglers  have  been  out,  but  without  success, 
except  in  one  case,  that  of  Mr.  Bradshaw,  who  landed 
what,  as  far  as  I  can  hear,  is  the  first  fieh  of  the  season, 
at  Redbrook— a  fine  clean  fish  of  211b.  This  was  taken 
with  artificial  minnow.  Neither  fly  nor  prawn  have 
done  any  good,  although  both  have  been  well  tried. 
The  river  still  swarms  with  kelts,  and  several  have  been 
landed.  .  . 

The  Wye  here  is  a  poor  trout  river,  but  such  as  it  is 
it  has  done  pretty  well,  the  March  Brown  being  out 
thick. 

The  risk  has  done  very  well  with  trout.  I  had  one 
day  on  it  about  the  middle  of  the  month  on  the  race¬ 
course  at  Abergavenny,  and  although  such  a  gale  was 
blowing  as  made  it  hard  to  keep  a  fly  on  the  water, 
especially  with  the  little  10ft.  rod  I  was  using,  I 
managed  to  get  twelve  in  lovely  condition.  It  is  a 
wonderfully  early  river,  but  it  was  difficult  to  believe 
that  it  was  only  the, middle  of  March  to  look  at  them. 
One  thing  that  struck  me  was  the  apparent  absence  of 
kelts.  It  was  a  fine  day  for  seeing  salmon  rise,  but  I 
never  saw  the  sign  of  a  fish.  I  hope  this  means  that 
the  heavy  floods  took  most  of  them  down  early.  The 
“  Cockwing  ”  should  soon  be  on  now. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  lovely  weather  has  tempted  several  anglers  to 
have  a  last  try  at  the  pike,  but  their  efforts  have  been 
well  nigh  useless  ;  in  fact,  all  I  can  gather  in  the  way  of 
catches  is  one  pike,  81b.,  and  one  grand  perch  of  3  Jib., 
that  fell  victims  to  a  couple  of  angling  gentlemen  early 
this  week. 

The  big  bream  are  still  biting  well  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  swing  bridge  at  Carrow,  some  very  good  hauls 
having  been  made  by  local  piscators. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  fine  weather  continues,  although  since  Saturday 
the  wind  has  veered  round  into  the  east,  and  the  nights 
are  very  cold.  There  is  no  alteration  in  the  general  con¬ 
dition  of  the  river  in  our  district,  excepting  it  is  a  few 
inches  lower  than  when  I  last  wrote.  Rain  would  do 
good  generally,  and  until  some  falls  and  produces  a 
temporary  rise,  we  are  not  likely  to  hear  of  many  salmon 
being  got  with  the  rod.  Salmon,  like  other  fish,  prefer 
“freshes”  occasionally,  and  a  substantial  rise  of  the 
Trent  just  now  would  doubtless  bring  up  a  large  quantity 
of  fresh  run  fish.  Some  of  those  that  are  up  are  not  in 
the  best  of  condition,  although  it  is  evident  they  are  not 
kelts. 

At  Colwick  weir  head  the  subscribers  have  been  busy 
daily,  but  as  yet  not  a  single  fish  has  been  hooked.  Very 
likely  those  seen  in  the  swim  above  the  weir  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  week  have  proceeded  higher  up  the  river.  The  fish 
do  not  appear  to  stay  about  Nottingham,  and  for  several 
years  past  very  few  have  been  noticed  above  the  weir  at 
Beeston  Rylands.  The  Soar  they  won’t  face,  and  in  the 
matter  of  pollution  the  Derwent  is  far  worse  than  the 
main  stream.  'The  favourite  haunts  are  unquestionably 
those  associated  with  the  Shardlow  and  King’s  Mills 
sections  of  the  Trent,  and,  with  the  water  in  its  present 
low  condition,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  fish 
can  get  over  the  long  range  of  weirs  at  King’s  Mills. 

Here,  on  Thursday,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee,  killed  his 
second  fish  of  the  season — one  of  101b. — and  on  the 
same  day,  and  in  close  proximity  to  the  ferry  chain,  I 
hooked  and  landed  one  estimated  at  141b.  On  Friday 
Mr.  Wood  scored  another  success,  getting  one  of  121b., 
and  others  have  been  seen  leaping  in  the  deeps  above 
Wenham  hole.  Sport  has,  however,  fallen  off,  and 
little  will,  I  apprehend,  be  met  with  until  the  river  has 
undergone  a  change. 

I  believe  that  one  of  the  Thrumpton  subscribers  was 
out  at  the  weirs  there  on  Monday,  andgentlemen  living  at 
Newark  have  tried  the  waters  below  those  at  Averham. 
None,  however,  appear  to  have  run  a  fish.  The  season 
is,  of  course,  full  early,  and  holders  of  licences  must 
exercise  patience. 

There  are  plenty  of  fresh  run  eels  in  the  river. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

By  the  time  these  lines  are  in  print  trout  fishing  will 
have  become  general  throughout  Yorkshire  and  the 
adjoining  counties  of  Derbyshire  and  Lincolnshire. 
Although  Sheffield  is  in  Yorkshire  wo  are  very  little 
interested  in  trout  fishing  within  our  own  county,  as  it 
is  all  done  miles  away  from  Sheffield,  and  at  places  inac¬ 
cessible,  unless  the  visitor  is  going  to  stay  a  few  days. 
Therefore  we  have  little  to  say  about  Yorkshire.  With 
respect  to  Derbyshire  and  Lincolnshire  the  case  is  diffe¬ 
rent.  Derbyshire  is  the  home  of  trout  fishing  in  this 
part  of  England — a  circumstance  by  no  means  to  be 
marvelled  at  when  one  rememcers  that  the  county  con¬ 
tains  the  Derwent,  the  Wye,  and  the  Dove  streams 
that  have  been  renowned  as  trout  waters  from  time 
immemorial.  Lincolnshire  is  not  so  much  of  a  trout 
fishing  county,  the  greater  portion  of  the  waters  being 
given  over  to  the  coarser  species  of  fish,  as  pike, 
roach,  perch,  bream,  eels,  &c.  The  Witham 
contains  a  few  trout  in  its  upper  reaches,  as  does 
the  Ancholme,  above  Brigg,  while  there  are 
several  smaller  streams  in  the  Grantham  and" Sleaford 
districts  in  which  trout  may  also  be  found.  It  is  to 
Derbyshire,  therefore,  that  local  rodsmen  turn  their 
attention,  the  rivers  mentioned  being  fished  by  as  many 
Sheffielders  as  anglers  from  any  other  part  of  the 
country.  Already  the  Sheaf,  near  Sheffield,  has  been 
tried,  and  some  fair-sized  fish  taken  with  the  worm. 
This  river  joins  the  Don  at  Sheffield,  but,  previous  to 
entering  the  city,  runs  through  a  very  nice  portion  of 
Derbyshire.  At  one  time  fish  were  taken  all  a,long  its 
course  in  abundance,  right  to  the  edge  of  the  city  ;  but 
now  its  reputation  an  a  trout  steam  is  on  the  wane,  and 
fish  are  few  and  far  between.  Hovvever,  it  i3,_  con¬ 
sidering  its  proximity  to  the  town,  still  worth  visiting, 
as  witness  the  success  of  several  local  men,  who  have 
during  this  and  last  WGek  takon  fish  of  ^Ib.  and  upwards 
within  four  miles  of  Sheffield  Permission  to  fish  is,  I 
believe,  easily  obtainable  from  the  local  millowners. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  water  is  in  good  condition, 
and  a  friend  who  lives  at  Eccleshall  assures  me  that 
those  who  are  trying  the  river  are,  if  they  know  any¬ 
thing  at  all  about  fishing,  doing  sufficiently  well  to 
reward  them  for  their  exertions. 

A  matter  of  considerable  importance  to  Sheffield  trout 
anglers  found  its  way  into  the  columns  of  the  Sheffield 
newspapers  this  week,  in  the  shape  of  a  voluminous  cor¬ 
respondence  between  Mr.  W.  H.  Lester,  of  Upperthorpe, 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Phillips,  secretary  to  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board.  It  may  be  remembered  that  the  Queen’s 
Bench  recently  decided  that  the  Severn  Board  of  Con¬ 
servators  have  no  authority  over  their  water  in  the 
Vyrnwy  lake  and  river  above.  On  this  decision  being 
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made,  Mr.  Lester  wrote  to  Mr.  Phillips,  stating  a  parallel 
case,  and  asking  for  an  expression  of  opinion  thereon. 
Aronnd  Sheffield  are  a  number  of  dams,  on  the  rivers 
Don,  Loxley,  Rivelin,  Sheaf,  and  Porter,  in  which  fish 
are  found,  and  over  which  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board 
exercise  control.  This  was  Mr.  Lester’s  parallel,  while 
his  question  was.  If  the  Severn  Board  have  no  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  the  Vymwy  lake— an  artificial  dam — why 
should  the  Yorkshire  Board  have  jurisdiction  over  these 
local  dams  and  reservoirs,  and  the  waters  above  them  r 
This  is  a  very  pertinent  question,  and  one  whose  issues 
are  franght  with  great  importance  to  the  local  angling 
fraternity,  many  of  whom  now  take  out  licences  for 
these  waters.  Mr.  Phillips’s  reply  is  interesting, 
although  by  no  means  satisfactory.  At  the  outset 
he  has  the  temerity  to  lay  down  a  dictum  contrary 
to  that  of  Justices  Lawrance  and  Henn  Collins,  who 
decided  against  the  Severn  Board,  and  he  then  goes  on 
to  contend  that  it  is  an  anomaly  that  there  should  be  a 
difference  in  the  taxation  for  the  right  of  fishing  either 
above  or  below  a  reservoir  or  in  the  reservoir.  Mr. 
Phillips’s  opinion,  however,  does  not  alter  the  fact  that 
two  of  Her  Majesty’s  judges  have  decided  to  the 
contrary,  and  it  is  well  within  reason  to  argue  that  ere 
■  long  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  will  have  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  Severn  Board,  and  leave  dams, 
reservoirs,  and  their  feeders  out  of  the  list  of  the  waters 
under  their  jurisdiction. 

The  agitation  in  the  Lincolnshire  district  for  the 
coarse  season  to  be  extended  until  April  15,  instead  of 
March  15,  has  my  heartiest  sympathy.  It  seems  cruel 
to  have  to  leave  the  sport  at  a  time  of  the  year  like  this, 
when  everything  is  conducive  to  successful  angling  for 
at  least  a  month  longer. 

A  one-act  comedy  was  enacted  last  week.  Four 
Sheffield  gentlemen  went  out  to  fish,  taking  with  them 
scientific  tackle  and  bait  without  end.  They  fished 
hours,  but  caught  nothing,  their  gentle  souls  being 
much  perturbed  thereby.  Finally  a  man  came  up  and 
informed  them,  with  unconscious  naivety,  that  they 
had  been  directed  to  the  wrong  dam.  The  one  in  which 
they  were  fishing  had  just  been  emptied,  cleared,  and 
refilled,  and  contained  not  a  living  fish  1  The  curtain 
was  then  violently  rung  down,  hiding  from  public  view 
four  anglers  in  a  fit  of  foaming  frenzy. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Severn  anglers  have  had  a  good  time  during  the  past 
week  or  so,  for  the  weather  has  been  pleasant  in  the 
extreme,  and  the  water  in  good  condition.  One  or  two 
have  tried  the  salmon  tackle,  but  only  one  capture  is 
reported  with  the  rod.  This  was  a  handsome  fish  of 
131b.,  and  was  taken  at  Belvedere,  near  Shrewsbury,  by 
Mr.  Austin  Cox,  a  member  of  the  local  society,  who 
landed  the  fish  after  a  struggle  lasting  half  an  hour. 

The  members  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling 
Society,  at  their  annual  meeting  on  Thursday,  in  last 
week,  discussed  the  proposals  of  the  newly-formed 
Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Association,  with  a  view  to 
deciding  what  steps  they  should  take  in  regard  thereto. 
Mr.  James  Cook,  who  presided,  remarked  that  they 
must  endeavour  to  retain  their  privileges,  and  stated 
t^t  by  paying  the  licence  fee  to  the  Shropshire  Asso¬ 
ciation  that  it  was  proposed  to  levy,  they  would  forfeit 
such  rights  as  they  possessed  of  fishing  the  river  outside 
the  borough  without  interference.  The  hon.  secre- 
tary,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  read  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  F.  H. 
Woolryche  Whitmore,  the  hon.  secretary  to  the  new 
body,  in  which  he  stated  his  wishfulness  to  remove  a 
misapprehension  that  appeared  to  exist  as  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  scope  of  the  association  with  which  he  was  con¬ 
nected.  Recognising  how  much  the  Shrewsbury  Society 
had  done  to  improve  the  fishing  of  the  Severn  in  their 
locality,  he  would  be  sorry  to  trench  upon  the  waters 
they  preserved,  or  treat  them  unfairly  or  discourteously. 
They  nnight  clearly  understand,  however,  that  the 
Shropshire  Association  would  in  no  way  interfere  with 
the  Shrewsbury  Society,  and,  speaking  for  himself,  he 
would  be  quite  willing  to  let  the  Shrewsbury  members’ 
ticket  admit  to  the  Shropshire  members’  waters  and 
vice  vers'’.  Both  societies  had  one  common  end  in  view, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  work  together  harmoniously  to 
accomplish  it.  Mr.  J.  Williams  then  went  into  the 
question  of  angling  rights  in  connection  with  the  Severn 
fisheries  very  fully.  The  members  at  length,  feeling 
that  the  letter  from  Mr.  Whitmore  had  placed  the  matter 
on  a  far  more  satisfactory  footing,  at  length  resolved  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  new  body.  Thus 
if  the  two  societies  can  agree  to  work  together  for  the 
object  of  improving  and  restocking  the  river  with  trout 
and  grayling,  and  preventing  poaching,  much  good 
should  result. 

FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN. — No  better  indication  of  the  increasing  popu¬ 
larity  of  Ireland  as  a  country  for  angling  can  be  given 
than  that  of  the  developing  attention  bestowed  upon  it 
weekly  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  This  was 
a  theme  of  comment  in  one  or  two  of  the  Dublin  clubs 
this  week  amongst  which  the  paper  is  circulated,  and  a 
glance  through  its  advertising  columns  shows  that  Irish 
hotel  proprietors  are  awakening  to  the  fact  that  the 
Fishing  Gazette  is  an  important  advertising  medium  for 
their  interests.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  for,  indeed,  I 
think  it  not  only  a  pity,  but  unwise,  of  those  having 
hotel  accommodation,  situated  in  some  of  the  best  fish¬ 
ing  districts  in  the  country,  should  not  advertise  in  the 
Gazette,  a.a  Scotch  hotels  do,  and  thus  furnish  a  guide  to 
English  anglers  and  others,  and  thereby  greatly  benefit 
themselves. 


Sport  during  the  past  week,  although  showing  a  slight 
improvement  in  most  parts,  has  not  been  up  to  the  mark. 
The  weather  (with  the  exception  of  Monday  last)  has 
been  heavenly — too  bright  and  fine  in  fact  for  sport, 
whilst  the  night  frosts  still  continue. 

In  the  Dublin  district  the  angling  clubs  are  making 
active  preparations  for  a  crusade  on  the  rivers  during 
the  Easter  holidays,  and  the  various  railway  companies 
having  their  termini  in  Dublin  are  offering  remarkable 
inducements  in  the  matter  of  cheap  excursion  fares, 
whilst  the  provincial  lines  are  also  doing  likewise.  The 
Chapelizod  waters,  and  the  magnificent  stretch  of  the 
river  Liffey.  from  the  strawberry  beds  on  to  Lucan,  and 
up  to  the  salmon  leap  at  Leixlip,  will  undoubtedly  prove 
an  attractive  field  for  trout  fishers,  who  need  have  no 
fear  of  obtaining  good  baskets  of  healthy  fish  ;  whilst  in 
the  northern  districts  the  Nanny  river,  the  Boyne,  and 
its  tributaries  should  tempt  many  to  try  their  luck. 

The  Westmeath  lakes  no  doubt  will  also  be  well  fished 
during  the  coming  week.  Fishing  there  since  the 
opening  has  not  been  very  good,  owing  principally  to 
adverse  weather,  but,  nevertheless,  several  boats  did 
fairly  well,  and  with  a  favourable  chauge  these  famous 
lakes  will  maintain  th"ir  proverbial  par  excellence. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken  the  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  issue  tickets  at  specially  low  rates  to  anglers 
who  travel  from  Dublin  to  the  various  fishing  grounds 
along  their  line,  especially  those  far  west  (counties 
Sligo  and  Galway)  for  the  salmon  fishing.  If  this  is  so 
anglers  ought  to  know  it. 

Oh  I  Talking  about  railways  reminds  me  of  a  curious 
answer  the  late  deceased  general  manager  of  your 
London  and  North-Western  system.  Sir  George  Findlay, 
made  when  being  examined  as  a  witness  before  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  last  year.  “  I 
could  manage,”  he  said,  “  the  whole  of  the  railways  in 
Ireland  in  four  days  in  the  week,  and  have  the  other  two 
days  for  fishing.”  Poor  Sir  George  was  evidently  a 
knight  of  the  rod,  and  had  his  favourite  pastime  in  his 
mind’s  eye  during  his  reply.  It  would  really  be  a  good 
thing  if  the  Irish  managers  combined  could  accomplish 
this,  because  they  are  very  often  told  by  the  public  to 
“  go  fish.” 

The  nets  will  be  put  on  the  Slany  and  down  about  cos. 
Wexford  and  Waterford  rivers  on  the  Ist  inst.  This  is 
not  pleasant  news  for  salmon  anglers,  but  it  will,  never¬ 
theless,  not  spoil  sport. 

SiE  Thomas  Bradt. — The  greatest  possible  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  everywhere  felt  throughout  the  country  at  the 
way  in  which  Sir  John  Hibbert  received  the  deputation 
of  Irish  members  of  all  sections  of  politics — Conser¬ 
vative,  Unionist,  Parnellite,  and  Anti-Parnellite — 
appointed  to  wait  on  him  in  support  of  the  claim  made 
to  allow  Sir  Thomas  Brady,  late  Chief  Inspector  of  Irish 
Fisheries,  for  a  continuance  of  his  full  pay  as  a  retiring 
pension,  after  a  long  Government  service  of  forty-seven 
years  twenty-five  of  which  he  was  Chief  Inspector. 
After  hearing  speeches  from  the  members.  Sir  John 
Hibbert  expressed  his  personal  sympathy,  and  expressed 
his  disposition  to,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  influence 
the  Treasury  to  further  the  object  in  view. 

Some  boys  have  curious  notions.  The  other  day,  at  a 
school  examination  in  a  country  district,  the  teacher 
asked  ”  What  was  the  Red  Sea  noted  for  P  ”  to  which  a 
boy  promptly  replied,  “  Red  herrin’s,  sur  !  ” 


KERRY.— -The  weather,  on  the  whole,  has  been 
favourable  since  last  notes,  but  sport,  generally  speak¬ 
ing,  has  been  below  the  average  for  this  season. 

At  Killarney  sport  has  improved,  and  several  local 
anglers  have  done  fairly  well  among  salmon.  Some 
heavy  brown  trout  were  also  had  here  during  the  past 
week. 

At  Glencar  salmon  have  not  aft'orded  the  sport  that 
was  expected,  but  a  couple  of  gentlemen  staying  at  Mrs. 
Breen’s  hotel  have  caught  a  few  salmon  recently. 

On  Waterville  lake  sport  has  been  very  backward, 
the  only  angler  who  had  fair  sport  being  Colonel  F. 
Rogers,  who  was  out  from  the  Bayview  Hotel.  Two 
curious,  if  not  indeed  novel,  incidents  occurred  on 
Monday  last  in  connection  with  this  gentleman’s  fishing. 
He  hooked  and  played  what  turned  out  to  be  a  kelt,  and 
while  bringing  the  fish  towards  the  boat,  it  was  seen 
that  it  had  not  the  bait  in  its  mouth.  It  was,  however, 
firmly  held  by  the  tail  with  only  a  single  twist  or  hitch 
of  the  gut  trace,  and  was  safely  brought  to  boat  in  this 
unorthodox  fashion.  The  other  incident  referred  to 
also  occurred  in  the  Colonel’s  fishing,  and  a  kelt  also 
proved  to  be  the  fish  figuring  in  the  matter.  The  Colonel 
was  in  the  act  of  hauling  the  fish  towards  the  boat,  after 
playing  it,  when  his  fisherman — Pat  Brennan — shouted 
out  that  he  was  “in”  a  fish  also.  It  turned  out  that 
both  the  Colonel  and  Brennan  were  “in  ”  the  same  fish. 
It  appears  the  fish  also  took  Brennan’s  phantom  after 
being  hooked  by  the  Colonel  previously  on  a  natural 
bait,  called  locally  a  “gravelling,”  and  when  brought 
to  boat  it  had  both  baits  in  its  mouth,  with  the  hook 
attachments  of  each  firmly  embedded.  Kelts  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  very  hungry  always,  but  the  incident  just 
quoted  goes  far  to  prove  that  fish  are  not  susceptible  to 
pain,  as  many  people  are  of  opinion. 

Sport  on  the  Inny  has  been  pretty  good  among  brown 
trout  on  a  couple  of  days.  Heavy  brown  trout  are  very 
numerous  in  the  deep  pools  on  this  water,  but  they  are 
very  sulky,  and  are  only  had  by  the  worm  occasion- 
ally. 

On  Drenane  lake  sport  at  brown  trout  has  been  well 
up  to  the  average,  and  several  'local  anglers  have  had 
large  baskets  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Monday. 

On  Coppal  lake  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  recently 
fishing  from  the  banks,  and  sport  amongst  them  has 
been  of  a  good  kind  at  brown  trout. 

On  the  small  mountain  lake  of  Cummeravanig  brown 


trout  anglers  have  made  good  baskets,  but  the  trout 
generally  speaking  have  been  of  a  very  small  size. 

No  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  preserved  water  of 
Cummeragh.  Salmon  are  supposed  to  be  numerous  in 
this  river,  but  it  is  quite  useless  to  fish  for  them  until 
after  a  flood. 

Sea  angling  has  improved  a  good  deal,  and  whiting 
have  shown  good  sport  at  Ballinskellig’s  Bay  at  a  few 
point.s.  Along  the  northern  shores  of  the  Kenmare 
river  estuary  pollack  have  been  taken  in  large  numbers 
during  the  past  week  by  trammels  and  other  nets. 

Mackerel  have  appeared  off  the  coast,  and  they  will 
soon  probably  enter  the  bays,  Ac.,  when  they  may  be 
taken  whiffing.  Rock  fishers  have  done  well  at  several 
points  between  Valencia  and  Darrynane,  the  fish 
principally  taken  being  the  kind  locally  known  as 
“  Connor  fish.” 

We  have  had  glorious  weather  throughout  the  county 
for  the  past  week.  In  fact,  such  fine  weather  was  not 
enjoyed  for  a  long  time  in  those  parts.  Sport,  how¬ 
ever,  was  dull,  and  very  little  was  done,  generally 
speaking,  in  the  salmon  line. 

At  Killarney,  however,  some  fair  salmon  angling  was 
had,  and  the  brown  trout  fishing  there  also  was  of  a 
good  kind. 

In  Glencar,  a  few  salmon  were  had  by  gentlemen 
staying  at  Mrs.  Breen’s  hotel. 

On  Waterville  lake  sport  continues  far  below  the 
average  for  this  season,  and  if  the  present  dry  weather 
continues,  anglers  will  soon  be  complaining  of  low 
water. 

White  trout  have  already  put  in  an  appearance  at 
Waterville.  Six  fine  fish  of  this  description  were  had 
in  the  weir  on  Waterville  river  last  week.  One  o 
them  weighed  71b.  As  a  rule,  those  fish  rarely  arrive 
before  the  middle  of  April,  and  their  early  advent  this 
year  augurs  well  for  the  time  to  come. 

The  brown  trout  angling  on  the  different  waters  at 
Waterville  has  been  pretty  good  for  the  week,  and 
several  fish  of  31b.  and  over  were  had,  principally  on 
Waterville  lake. 

Salmon  have  been  ascending  in  small  numbers  lately, 
but  the  April  run  will  soon  be  on,  and  this  is  usually 
heavy.  Sea-fishing  has  been  good  since  last  notes.  The 
spring  mackerel  fishing  has  opened,  and  some  good 
captures  are  reported  from  Dingle,  Yentry,  Valentia, 
and  other  stations.  A  large  fleet  are  now  stationed  at 
Valentia,  and  comprise  craft  from  England,  the  Isle  of 
Man,  Scotland,  and  Prance. 

Trammels  have  been  very  successful  in  South  Kerry 
among  pollack,  and  in  the  Sneem  and  Westcove  districts 
this  kind  of  fishing  has  been  the  best  for  many  years. 

The  ling  fishery  at  Portmagee  continues  good,  but  the 
local  demand  for  this  fish  is  very  limited,  and,  for  want 
of  proper  facilities,  none  of  the  fish  has  been  forwarded 
to  the  provincial  markets,  where  it  should  meet  with  a 
ready  sale.  _ 


ULS’TER. — The  weather  since  the  19th  ult.  has  been 
something  phenomenal — continuous  sunshine  in  day¬ 
time  and  sharp  frosts  at  night.  Last  Saturday  the  ther¬ 
mometer  registered  63  deg.  in  the  shade — a  figure  unpre¬ 
cedented  in  the  month  of  March  for  over  twenty  years. 

According  to  a  contemporary,  a  very  fine  specimen  of 
the  whale  tribe  was  driven  ashore  on  the  2iat  ult.,  at 
Ennisoroe  Sands,  nearBallina,  co.  Sligo,  in  the  province  of 
Connaught,  not  Ulster.  The  whale  was  of  the  Megaptora 
longimana  Rudolphi  species,  commonly  called  the 
Hump-back.  The  account  says;  “It  evidently  been 
feeding  too  close  to  shore,  and,  on  touching  the  ground, 
was  overpowered  by  the  breakers,  and  rolled  up  on  the 
sands.  The  whale  measured  29ft.  from  the  fork  of  tail 
to  end  of  snout,  and  was  probably  20ft.  to  24ft.  in  cir¬ 
cumference  ;  the  flukes  of  tail  were  9ft.  across.  The 
long,  straight,  narrow  flippers  were  white,  and  measured 
9ft.  2in.  in  length.  The  margins  of  flippers  and  posterior 
margin  of  flukes  were  vetched  or  scolloped,  and  to  the 
under  sides  and  edges  were  attached  a  large  number  of  that 
parasitic  shell,  the  Coronula  diadecura.  This  species  of 
whale  appears  to  be  very  rare  in  our  seas,  for  Professor 
Flonn,  in  hie  “  Mammals,”  mentions  one  taken  at  New¬ 
castle  in  18.39,  another  in  December,  in  1863,  and  a  third 
at  the  mouth  of  the  'Lay,  in  1883-4.  Thus  only  three 
specimens  have  hitherto  been  recorded  as  having  visited 
British  shores. 


Mourne  Fish  H.\tchery.— The  past  season  356,000 
ova  of  Mourne  salmon  were  placed  in  the  hatchery 
owned  by  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company, 
Londonderry,  on  the  Mourne,  below  Ne^onstewart, 
Co.  Tyrone  ;  and  20,000  ova  obtained  from  Erne  salmon 
were  also  deposited.  The  hatching  was  very  successful, 
there  being  only  a  loss  of  some  15  per  cent.  The  fly  are 
all  out  now,  and  about  half  have  been  turned  into  the 
Mourne  and  the  remainder  will  soon  follow.  The 
hatchery  is  under  the  skilful  management  of  Mr.  Thomas 
McDermott,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  Derry,  a  gentleman 
who  thoroughly  understands  the  business. — J.  A.  B. 


Powell’s  Balsam  op  Aniseed — For  Coughs. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Asthma. 

Powell's  Balaam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Bronchitis. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  and  Hoarseness. 

Powell's  Balsam  of  Aniseed  Coughs  and  Lung  Troubles. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Safe  and  Reliable. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Established  1824. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Refuse  Imitations. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Sold  by  Chemists. 

Powell  s  Balaam  of  Aniseed— Coughs.  Night  Cough,  Influenza. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs  Believed  Instantly. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  The  Oldest  ^medy. 
Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Coughs.  Trade  Mark, 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Lion,  Not,  and  Mouse. 

Powell’s  Balsam  of  Aniseed — Is.  Ijd.,  2s.  3d. 
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Eejroxts  from  Clubs 


TFe  heg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  NigUt,  addressed  “  Editor, 
Fishing  Gazettb,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Rbpoet  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C. — Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
Ids.  6d.  donation  from  Enterprise  Angling  Society, 
Is.  aid-  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Lord  Palmerston 
Angling  Society,  and  £fl  lls.  collected  at  Rye  House 
competition  on  March  19th. — R.  Ghuenet,  sec. 

Aberdeen  Bock  Fishers. — At  the  annual  business 
meeting  of  this  flourishing  association,  which  numbers 
over  200  members,  the  following  were  elected  office¬ 
bearers  for  the  ensuing  .vear  ; — President :  Mr.  Wm. 
Walker  ;  vice-president:  Mr.  Wm.  Cruickshank  ;  secre¬ 
tary  :  Mr.  P.  Cushinie ;  treasurer:  Mr.  James  Wilson, 
in  addition  to  a  large  committee.  Lord  Provost  Stewart, 
of  Aberdeen,  has  sent  a  handsome  donation  to  the  funds 
of  the  association.  The  Caledonian  Railway  Company 
have  promised  the  same  arrangements  with  regard  to 
Saturday  fares  as  prevailed  last  year.  A  successful 
season  is  anticipated,  and  a  start  with  the  monthly 
competitions  is  to  be  made  forthwith. — G.  N. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our 
tray  was  fairly  well  tilled  on  the  26th  with  some  capital 
roach  and  dace,  contributed  by  the  following  members  : 
Mr.  H.  Patman,  roach ;  Mr.  W.  Streeton,  roach  and 
dace,  largest  dace  lOJoz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  roach  and 
dace  :  and  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  roach,  the  latter  member 
being  fortunate  in  winning  a  prize  in  the  anglers’ 
benevolent  competition. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

City  Piscatorial’s  Meeting. — Mr.  W.  H.  Le  Fevre, 
C.E.,  president  of  the  Balloon  Society,  presided  at  this 
meeting  on  Monday  evening,  on  the  occasion  of  Mr. 
T.  R.  Sachs  reading  a  paper,  and  took  the  opportunity 
to  present  him  with  the  Balloon  Society’s  medal, 
awarded  in  appreciation  of  his  life-long  services  in  con¬ 
nection  with  fish  and  fishing.  Mr.  Sachs  is  the  president 
and  “’father”  of  the  Piscatorial  Society. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — Tuesday  next,  April  4,  being  (xuarterly  and 
special  general  meeting  night  for  the  election  of  all 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  I  hope  all  members  will 
attend,  as  there  is  some  very  important  business  to  be 
brought  forward.  Members  must  be  clear  on  the  books 
on  this  night,  or  the  fine,  as  per  rule,  will  be  enforced. 
— A.  Smith,  sec. 

Balston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  March  26  many  of  m.y 
members  competed  at  Bye  House.  Messrs.  Freeman,  F. 
Baldwin,  and  R.  Parram  were  among  the  27.  Mr.  J. 
Edwards  had  some  handsome  roach  and  dace.  Theannual 
general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  11, 
when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present  to  hear  the 
balance-sheet  read  and  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing 
season,  and  other  important  business.  Our  return  visit 
took  place  last  Monday,  when  the  A.B.  box  was  oiieued, 
and  found  to  contain  £,%  13s.  9i. — S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  A.  Heiron  in  the 
chair.  Three  new  members  were  elected.  Mr.  T.  W. 
White  read  an  exceedingly  interesting  paper  on  “  Fly- 
tying,”  but  for  want  of  time  was  unable  to  illustrate  it 
as  he  had  intended.  Considerable  discussion  took  place 
afterwards  on  the  much-vexed  question  whether  a  large 
assortment  of  flies  is  necessary,  and  whether  an  exact 
resemblance  of  the  natural  insect  should  be  attempted 
or  not.  In  consequence  of  many  members  not  attending 
till  late,  it  was  quite  impossible  that  full  justice  should 
be  done  to  this  important  subject,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
on  a  future  occasion  Mr.  White  will  give  some  illustra¬ 
tions  in  tying,  at  which  he  is  an  adept,  and  that  the 
discussion  will  be  resumed,  there  being  members  of 
strong  opinions  on  either  side — some  contending  that  a 
few  artificial  flies  somewhat  resembling  the  natural 
insect  in  size,  shape,  and  colour,  is  all  that  is  necessary. 
There  will  be  no  meeting  next  Tuesday.  The  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  on  April  18,  and  arrangements 
are  being  made,  which,  it  is  expected,  will  make  it  at 
least  as  successful  as  usual. — James  Tatlee,  sec. 

Boxtou  Brothers  Angling  Society. — Our 
members  fished  for  eleven  special  prizes  at  Ware,  on 
March  26th,  ten  only  being  won  :  First,  M.  Cooper, 
51b.  9oz.,  roach  ;  second,  S.  Cole,  51b.  8jOz.,  roach  and 
dace  ;  third,  A.  Hattemore,  21b.  7|oz.,  roach  ;  fourth, 
A.  Field,  11b.  7oz.,  roach  ;  fifth,  F.  Newton,  11b.,  roach 
and  dace ;  sixth,  E.  Harris,  1.5oz.,  roach;  seventh,  Du 
Costa,  roach  ;  eighth,  Huntley,  roach  :  ninth,  S.  Gillet, 
roach;  tenth,  P.  Schulze,  roach. — R.  Ghuenev,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  —  One  new 
member  was  elected  at  our  last  week’s  meeting.  The 
balance  of  our  order  (150)  of  700  roach  from  Mr.  T.  Ford 
Lincolnshire,  came  through  all  alive  and  healthy  on 
Saturday  last,  and  were  duly  and  successfully  placed  in 
Knowesly  Water  without  the  loss  of  a  fish.  They  were 
a  very  fine  lot  indeed,  and  without  the  least  signs  of  the 
season  about  them,  clean  and  brilliantly  marked.  Ar¬ 
rangements  were  completed  and  prizes  for  our  Bank 
Holiday  out  fixed.  Messrs.  Whittington  and  Titterton 
having  been  doing  well  with  the  trout  at  Pen-yeae,  limit 
now  9in. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  Bast  End  Angling  Association,  201, 
London-road,  Liverpool. — We  held  our  quarterly  meeting 
on  Monday  evening,  27th  ult.,  and  had  a  splendid 
attendance.  The  quarterly  balance-sheet  was  read  after 


the  meeting,  which  shows  a  balance  of  .£3  5s.  lljd., 
after  deducting  working  expenses,  rent  of  club- water, 
and  voting  six  specimen  prizes  out  of  the  funds.  We 
have  doubled  our  numbers  since  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  and  expect  to  be  as  strong  again  before  the  end 
of  the  season.  We  have  joined  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association,  and  some  of  our  members  are  going  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  concessions  obtained  through  them  by 
going  to  the  River  Dee  and  River  Vyrnwy  on  Monday 
next,  the  results  of  which  I  shall  post  you.  The  weather 
is  fine  in  this  district,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
good  sport  with  the  fly.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on 
Monday  next,  April  3,  it  being  Easter  Monday. — B. 
Jukes,  bon.  sec. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prussia,  Belvedere-street,  N, — On  March  26,  we  com¬ 
pleted  our  season’s  fishing,  by  competing  for  the  three 
prizes  not  previously  won  at  St.  Margaret’s.  Mr. 
Bygrave,  sen.,  took  the  first;  Mr.  Bygrave,  jun.,  the 
second ;  and  Mr.  Sutton,  third.  Messrs.  Neville  and 
Selley  also  had  fish.  We  are  now  open  to  enrol  a  few 
eligible  new  members. — J.  Cuthbeet,  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N.W. — The  consolation  prizes  were  fished  off  on  March 
26,  and  were  all  taken  but  one.  Mr.  John  Robinson  and 
Mr.  Alfred  Barnes  were  elected  working  members  on 
Tuesday.  Messrs.  Boxall  and  Jessop  were  elected 
auditors  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  Messrs.  Heelas,  Boxall, 
C.  Dove,  Downes,  and  Morgan,  were  elected  to  form  a 
committee  to  alter  and  arrange  new  rules  for  the  ensuing 
season. — H.  N.  Moegan,  hon.  asst.  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — At  our  weekly  meeting  on 
the  29th  ult.,  I  am  pleased  to  say  another  working 
member  was  balloted  for  and  unanimously  elected.  I 
hope  to  see  some  trout  weighed  in  before  many  days  are 
over.  For  the  benefit  of  any  member  going  fronting,  I 
might  mention  that  next  Sunday  and  Monday  will  be 
recognised  as  one  day,  and  the  fish  caught  may  be 
weighed  in  at  the  club-house  on  Monday  evening  as  on 
former  bank  holidays.  We  started  revising  the  rules  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  made  very  fair  progress,  but  I 
should  like  to  see  more  members  turn  up  and  assist  in 
settling  them,  not  to  wait  till  they  are  printed  and  then 
express  their  ideas  and  opinions. —  W.  R.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Sontli  Loudon  United  Anglers.— Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Anchor  and 
Hope  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Royal  George, 
Rotherhithe,  New-road.  For  notice  of  date  see  their 
club  report. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Angling  Society.  -  The  annual 
dinner  in  connection  with  this  society  was  held  on 
Thursday  last,  25th  ult.,  at  the  Roe-Buck  Hotel,  when 
about  forty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  most 
excellent  repast  provided  by  host  Mr.  S.  Lake.  The 
proceedings  afterwards  were  presided  over  by  Mr.  E. 
Cocker,  ““  President  of  the  society,”  Mr.  Councillor 
Bennett  occupying  the  vice-chair.  In  some  well  chosen 
words,  Mr.  F.  Sergeant  gave  “  Success  to  the  Stoke-on- 
Trent  Angling  Society,”  the  chairman  responding. 
The  event  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the  singing  of  the 
National  Anthem,  after  a  most  enjoyable  evening.  The 
large  pike  caught  by  Mr.  Osborne,  in  December  last, 
and  which  averaged  22Jlb,,  arrived  from  Messrs. 
Cooper’s,  London,  where  it  had  been  set  up  just  in 
time,  and  was  greatly  admired.  This  fish,  which  is  a 
splendid  specimen,  may  be  seen  at  any  time  at  the  Roe- 
Buck  Hotel. — J.  Hollin,  sec. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society.— We  had  a  good 
attendance  on  the  28th,  Mr.  Philips  in  the  chair,  faced 
by  Mr.  Betts.  The  previous  week’s  minutes  were  read 
and  confirmed.  Mr.  Kirk  was  balloted  for  and  duly 
elected.  Another  new  member  was  proposed,  Mr. 
Skerman.  Ballot  next  week  ;  and  we  still  have  a  few 
more  vacancies  should  any  gentleman  wish  to  join  in. — ■ 
H.  C. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames— Geneeal  Rem^seks. — This  is  one 
of  those  weeks  in  the  year  when  angling  results  have 
no  existence,  and  all  trout  anglers  are  anxiously  waiting 
for  the  commencement  of  their  season  on  April  1,  with 
every  desire  to  ascertain  their  probable  chance  of  sport. 
This  depends  materially  on  the  condition  of  the  weather 
and  the  state  of  the  water,  as,  during  the  somewhat 
long  period  of  sunny  days,  the  trout  have  everywhere 
been  distinctively  visit,  and  the  show  of  fish  has  been 
so  great  that  the  fishermen  consider  the  season  will  be 
a  very  good  one.  In  my  visits  to  different  portions  of 
the  Lower  Thames,  all  are  jubilant  as  to  the  prospects, 
and  many  of  the  fishermen  are  well  engaged  for  the 
opening  days.  But  there  is  not  the  same  class  of 
Thames  anglers  as  there  used  to  be,  and  the  clients 
of  the  present  day  are  not  like  the  customers  of 
days  gone  by.  I  can  remember  the  period  when  those 
great  in  fame  as  trout  fishers  were  wont  to  visit  the 
river  from  the  first  day  of  the  season  to  the  end  thereof, 
and  I  could  mention  the  names  of  trout  fishers  who  spent 
an  amount  in  three  figures  each  year.  Many  of  them 
have  wetted  their  last  line,  but  some  are  still  in  exist¬ 
ence,  though  not  practising  the  sport.  I  would  refer  to 
the  names  of  Forbes,  Lukyn,  King,  Frickenhaus,  Parker, 
Dyer,  Maxwell,  Keen,  and  others  in  my  recollection  who 
I  have  met  with  on  the  river  during  the  last  thirty-five 
years  in  the  catching  of  trout.  There  are,  however, 
others  springing  up  as  trout  fishers,  who,  though  good 
anglers,  do  not  spend  a  tithe  of  the  money  some  of  those 


whose  names  I  have  mentioned  have  done.  I  shall  hope 
next  week  to  chronicle  the  capture  of  some  of  the  trout 
that  have  been  seen  on  the  move  lately,  and  when  the 
season  is  over  to  find  it  has  not  been  a  bad  one,  nor  the 
lower  Thames  so  short  of  trout  as  some  have  imagined. — 
B. 

Thames  (Batchet). — The  river  is  pretty  clear,  j 
should  like  to  see  a  shower  between  now  and  the  Ist,  as 
the  present  weather  is  not  altogether  favourable.  If  the 
days  are  bright  and  sunny,  the  only  chance  will  be  in 
the  evening.  I  have  seen  several  fish  moving,  one  of 
them  in  exactly  the  same  place  where  he  was  last 
season. — G.  Lumsden. 

Windsor  District. — Though  the  weather  at  time  of 
writing  is  simply  charming  for  time  of  year,  anglers  will 
find  it  difficult  to  get  on  terms  with  the  ’cute  Thames 
trout  in  a  water  which  is  now  dead  low  and  very  bright. 
I  have  been  told  of  the  whereabouts  of  some  good  speci¬ 
mens  on  the  upper  reaches,  but  till  a  more  balmy  atmo¬ 
sphere  pervades  the  Thames  Valley  in  the  early  morn¬ 
ings,  very  few  anglers  will  be  found  enthusiastic  enough 
to  try  them.  Advantage,  however,  should  be  taken  of 
the  quietude  now  reigning,  as  in  a  few  weeks  the  river 
will  again  be  teeming  with  pleasure  craft. 

Barle  (Dulverton). — River  low  and  very  bright. 
Still  fair  baskets  killed  daily.  A  steady  rain  for  a  few 
hours  would  improve  matters.  Flies,  Uprights  (blue) 
and  Olive  Quill. — Ikon  Blue. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  trout  fishers  are  getting 
low-spirited  about  their  Easter  prospects.  The  keen 
winds,  the  bright  sunshine,  and  the  clear  low  water  are 
all  against  their  best  hopes  of  sport.  Very  poor 
baskets  have  been  taken  since  I  wrote  last.  On  the 
Camel  one  rod  got  about  a  dozen  and  a  half,  and  this,  as 
far  as  I  have  heard,  is  the  best  take.  Fowey  fisher¬ 
men  are  at  a  standstill.  One  or  two  rods  went  to  Red- 
gate  on  this  river  just  after  the  opening  of  the  season 
and  got  very  good  sport  indeed,  but  since  then  matters 
have  been  dull.  There  are  good  numbers  of  spent 
salmon  in  the  Camel,  but  very  few  apparently  on  the 
Fowey. — Hodmin. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — ’With  the  weather  warm  and  bright 
and  the  river  at  summer  level  and  clear  as  gin,  little 
sport  can  be  expected.  No  one  is  fishing  for  salmon 
except  for  a  couple  of  hours  before  dark,  and  trout 
fishers  complain  that  fish  come  short.  In  the  Corby 
Castle  water,  much  of  which  is  nicely  broken  up  by  big 
stones,  some  fair  dishes  have  been  killed  with  the 
March  Brown  and  Yellow  Waterhen.  Stephenson,  the 
keeper,  had  151b.  of  trout,  fishing  a  part  of  two  days. 
About  fifty  spring  fish  have  been  killed  with  the  rod 
this  season,  of  which  Mr.  Slater  accounted  forfour,  101b., 
151b.,  171b.,  231b.,  and  the  Corby  Castle  keeper  for  seven. 
A  spate  is  much  wanted,  not  only  to  improve  the 
angling,  but  to  sweep  away  the  diseased  fish,  which, 
during  the  last  fortnight,  have  become  pretty  numerous. 
Salmon  are  not  running  in  the  Solway  just  now,  nor 
will  they  till  there  is  a  thorough  change  in  the  weather. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  are 
determined  to  get  something  done  at  the  Armathwaite 
weir  to  enable  the  salmon  to  ascend  more  easily  to  the 
higher  spawning  beds. — Silvee  Geet. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— This  has  been  another 
week  of  delightful  spring  weather;  but  anglers’  baskets 
have,  generally  speaking,  been  of  the  light  and  airy 
order.  With  such  bright  days  and  frosty  nights  as  wa 
are  now  getting,  and  the  river  running  just  about  at 
summer  level,  the  most  industrious  and  persevering 
piscator  is  obliged  to  be  content  with  a  modest  brace  or 
two,  and  must  fish  well  to  do  even  that.  A  few 
salmon  are  still  had  from  day  to  day  by  the  various- 
netmen,  but  more  water  is  of  course  wanted,  and 
until  we  get  another  freshet  business  in  this 
line  is  bound  to  remain  quiet.  On  the  Brampford 
Association  water.  Captain  Cooke  has  killed  some 
of  the  best  baskets,  on  one  day  taking  three 
brace  of  very  pretty  trout,  averaging  from  -^Ib.  to  Jib. 
apiece,  and  on  other  occasions  has  had  a  brace  or  two  of 
good  fish ;  Mr.  G.  G.  Snell,  on  Thursday  last,  also 
secured  a  pretty  little  show,  but  nothing  over  half  a 
pound ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  has  taken  a  few  as  well,  but 
they  have  mostly  run  small.  The  best  killing  flies 
during  the  week  have  been  the  Blue  Upright  and  Half 
Kingdon.  At  time  of  writing  there  is  every  indication 
of  our  having  a  fine  Easter  holiday,  but  I  am  afraid,  with 
the  river  so  low,  it  will  be  rather  a  tame  one  for  the 
angling  fraternity. — Red  Palmbb. 

Itchen. — A  few  trout  have  been  taken  lately  along 
this  river,  but  the  unusually  bright  weather  has  made 
the  water  very  clear,  so  that  it  is  next  to  useless  to  fish 
at  present.  At  Worthy  a  good  2Jlb.  trout  was  taken 
last  week. — J.  W. 

Lea  and  Stort. — There  is  but  little  fishing  to  be 
had  now  in  the  Stort,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
private  waters,  where  some  good  dace  may  be  taken  by 
the  fly  fishermen.  As  dace  will  now  very  shortly  be  in 
condition  again  after  their  spawning,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  law  ought  to  allow  them  to  be  taken  anywhere 
by  the  above-mentioned  method.  In  the  continued  com¬ 
petition  at  Rye  House,  which  took  place  on  March  26, 
the  sport  showed  a  decided  improvement,  as  out  of  205 
competitors,  twenty-seven  weighed-in,  against  seventeen 
out  of  413  the  previous  week.  At  Waltham  Abbey,  on 
the  26th,  there  was  a  good  muster,  but  the  fish  were 
right  off,  and  the  result  was  that  only  one  prize  was 
taken,  by  Mr.  E.  Smith,  of  the  West  Ham  Brothers. 
The  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  the  same 
conditions  on  Good  Friday,  and  as  that  is  the  first  holi¬ 
day,  I  shall  fully  expect  to  see  fishermen  turn  up  in  good 
round  numbers  to  take  part  in  this,  the  last  competition 
of  the  season,  especially  as  there  are  good  prizes  to  be 
won,  for  the  moderate  entrance  fee  of  6d.,  and  also  that 
the  present  delightful  spring  weather  should  tempt  them 
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to  speed  a  pleasant  day  in  the  conntry  ;  however  their 
Inck  may  tnm  out,  it  is  quite  certain  that  if  the 
weather  continues  as  it  is,  they  are  sure  to  enjoy  the 
outing.  At  a  late  meeting  of  the  London  County 
Council  it  was  stated  broadly  that  the  river  Lea  is 
polluted  ;  I  have  the  very  highest  authority,  in  addition 
to  my  own  personal  knowledge,  in  emphatically  contra¬ 
dicting  this  damaging  statement.  The  fact  is,  the  Lea 
above  Tottenham  suffers  less  than  any  other  river  of  its 
size,  from  pollution,  so  near  to  a  great  city  ;  the  only 
pollution  worth  noticing  is  down  at  Stratford  and  Bow 
Creek,  where  the  river  for  years  has  been  useless  for 
fishing  or  for  domestic  purposes,  being  only  of  service 
for  navigation.  Although  the  water  is  getting  bright 
there  is  a  good  stream  running  down  to  day  and  angling 
■  prospects  are  good. — Spliced  Joint. 

litig'g  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  a  nice  colour  and  level  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  fine  and  warm,  and  suitable  for 
anglers  to  get  on  to  the  river  banks.  There  have  been 
a  good  few  flies  out,  and  the  fish  have  moved  better,  and 
sport  should  be  good  during  the  holiday  time.  A  fair 
number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  nice  fish  have 
been  taken  with  the  March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun.  The 
Pinsley  is  now  running  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
The  rivers  are  in  capital  order,  but  sport  has  not  been 
good,  owing  to  cold  frosty  nights  and  bright  sunshine 
with  easterly  winds  by  day,  whieh  have  also  the  effect 
of  retarding  the  hatching  of  the  natural  insect,  but 
few  are  to  be  seen.  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  February 
Red,  Cowdung,  Bed  Palmer,  Mulberry  Dun,  Iron  Blue, 
and  Brown  Spinner  are  all  on.  Grayling  are  fast 
resorting  to  their  .spawning  beds.  'With  warmer  nights 
sport  should  be  good  coming  week. — E.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Brandon). — fiiver  here  now  is  in  splendid 
condition,  we  are  having  some  very  good  bags.  Gentle¬ 
men  wishing  to  try  this  beautiful  stream  will,  I  think, 
have  plenty  of  sport.  Two  London  gentlemen  caught 
281b.  one  day  this  week,  very  fine  fish.  Every  accom¬ 
modation  can  be  had  at  the  Ram  Hotel  close  on  the  spot, 
only  two  minutes  walk  from  the  station. — Isaac  Eolph. 

Plymouth. — It  is  impossible  to  have  better  weather 
than  we  have  had  during  the  last  week ;  even  the 
smallest  boats  could  get  on  the  outer  rounds,  and  visit 
the  various  haunts  of  the  large  spring  pollack.  The 
grey  mullet  have  eome  elose  in  shore,  and  a  nice  catch 
last  week  realized  .£30.  The  e  fish  can  be  seen  in  large 
shoals  near  the  Promenade  Pier,  along  the  rocks  near 
the  Citadel,  and  around  the  various  wooden  piers  in 
Catte-water,  where  they  feed  amongst  the  long  grassy 
weed  which  is  attacked  to  the  wooden  piles.  The  light- 
keeper  of  the  Kddystone  told  me  to-  day  that  he  has  seen  a 
perfect  mass  of  large  bass,  extending  for  nearly  a  mile,  and 
they  seem  to  be  always  there.  This,  I  should  think,  would 
be  a  good  spot  for  trying  for  them  spinning  with  a  fly, 
minnow,  or  sand-eel.  The  distance  from  the  main  land 
would  be  against  it,  but  a  small  steam  launch  in  fine 
weather  would  run  out  in  about  an  hour. — River  Ftsh- 
INO. — Owing  to  the  absence  of  rain  some  of  the  rivers 
have  run  very  low ;  still,  the  Dart,  the  Tavy,  and  the 
Walkhana  are  giving  some  good  baskets  of  fish,  and  the 
Meavy  in  the  upper  reaches  above  Sheepstor.  The 
Tavy  especially  has  shown  great  signs  of  improvement 
since  the  Leat  was  cleared  and  the  fish  transferred  to 
the  river.  It  would  greatly  improve  our  other  rivers  if 
the  like  could  be  done  with  them.  There  are  some  thou¬ 
sands  of  trout  on  the  Leat  that  flows  from  Cann  Weir  to 
Marsh  Mills,  and  especially  in  the  large  pond  under  the 
Lee  Moor  railway  at  Plym  Bridge ;  if  these  could  be 
cleared  out  and  transferred  to  various  parts  of  the  rivers 
it  would  greatly  improve  the  fishing,  as  the  majority  of 
the  trout  are  very  large,  and  the  cost  would  not  be  very 
much. — William  Heaedee. 

Snssex  Rivers. — Save  for  the  early  frosts  we  might 
well  imagine  that  we  were  in  the  month  of  May,  with  the 
warm,  summerlike  days  lately  experienced.  Streams 
and  rivers  are  in  most  districts  high  and  bright,  and 
trouting  has  been  indulged  in  among  the  Ouse  tribu- 
.  taries.  Three  and  a  half  brace  were  taken  on  Monday 
from  a  stream  near  Fletching,  the  heaviest  fish  weighing 
a  trifle  over  8oz.  Perch  and  chub  are  too  numerous  in 
these  waters  to  give  the  trout  a  chance,  and  when  hazel 
rods  are  to  be  found  hidden  up  near  every  likely  pool  the 
trout  have  a  poor  time  of  it  at  the  hands  of  the  natives. 
Chub  have  been  feeding  better  and  afforded  sport  with 
Some  good  roach  have  also  been  secured  from  the 
Ouse.  A  nice  trout  of  21b.  was  recently  taken  by  a  lad 
from  a  culvert  near  Beeding  on  the  Adur.  In  reply  to 
readers,  I  do  not  know  of  any  free  trout  fishing  worth 
the  journey,  but  leave  can  generally  be  obtained  from 
the  landowners  later  in  the  season.  A  few  smelt 
have  been  taken  in  the  harbours,  and  fair  baskets  of 
codling  at  the  harbour’s  month  and  from  the  piers  on 
the  coast. — Geoeoe  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  in  rare  trim  for 
either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine 
and  warm  during  the  day  with  frosty  nights.  A  good 
number  of  flies  have  been  out,  and  the  fish  are  rising 
well  at  them.  The  best  flies  are  the  Red  Palmer,  Blue 
Dun,  March  Brown,  February  Red,  Cowdung,  and 
Grannum.  Bottom-fishing  has  been  good  with  the  worm. 
Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for  some  good  trout.  In 
the  Lndford  district  on  Saturday  a  nice  dish  of  trout 
were  taken  with  the  March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun.  At 
Ashford  some  good  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  fly. 
On  Monday,  under  M  hitcl.ffe,  a  youth  named  Bennions 
was  fishing  with  the  minnow  for  trout,  when  he  hooked 
a  pike  ;  a  good  fight  took  place,  and  the  fish  was  got  to 
the  side  and  killed  by  sticking  a  peg  through  its  lower 
jaw.  The  fish  scaled  61b.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyclie  are  all  clear  and  in  good  fishing  order.  In  the 


Corve  six  good  trout  were  landed  with  the  worm.  In  the 
Ony  fair  sport  has  been  had  with  the  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  water  is 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  fishing  order.  The 
weather  has  been  fine,  and  the  fi.sh  have  been  rising 
better,  and  the  prospect  for  sport  during  the  holid  ay 
time  is  good.  The  best  flies  are  the  Iron  Blue,  March 
Brown,  and  Cowdung.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  and 
some  fair  sized  fish  have  been  taken.  The  Rea,  Kyre 
and  Ledwycheare  all  clear,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
— Worcester. 

Test. — Charming  weather  has  favoured  us  this  week, 
and  anglers  say  they  never  remember  a  finer  March.  A 
sprinkling  of  rain  would,  however,  colour  the  water  and 
make  angling  more  productive.  Some  good  trout  should 
be  taken  this  Easter  as  they  are  rising  pretty  freely,  and 
are  in  fairly  good  form.  The  larger  Test  trout,  how¬ 
ever,  have  not  yet  appeared,  11b.  and  21b.  being  the 
usual  weight — J.  E.  W. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  is  running  in  admir¬ 
able  condition  for  salmon  fishing,  but  as  few  are  showing 
in  the  local  holds,  the  impression  is  that  the  continued 
freshets  of  the  month  of  February  carried  them  up  to 
the  higher  reaches,  and,  without  a  flush  of  water,  the 
Newark  district  will  not  furnish  much  sport,  though  a 
good  fish  is  located  in  the  Queen’s  piece,  above  Farndon 
Ferry.  Mr.  David  Slater  has  again  kindly  consented  to 
represent  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Association  in  the 
National  Angling  Association  competition  on  Loch 
Levenin  June.  This  gentleman,  it  will  be  remembered, 
secured  the  heaviest  fish  last  season,  a  trout  of  21b. 
weight. — Trentsider, 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — The  salmon  season  opens  on  Easter 
Monday,  but  the  prospect  of  sport  is  very  meagi-e. 
The  river  is  now  as  low  as  summer,  and  only  a  few  clean 
salmon  have  been  observed  in  some  of  the  catches. 
Troutine  will  bo  of  very  little  use  on  Good  Friday  or 
Easter  Monday,  which  will  be  very  disappointing  to  a 
large  number  of  anglers  that  frequent  the  banks  of  the 
river  on  those  days. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Altuaharra  Hotel 'Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.). — 

On  Monday  week  Mr.  Fraser,  Altnaharra,  caught  a  !)lb. 
salmon  on  Loch  Naver.  On  Tuesday  the  same  angler 
landed  three  salmon,  weighing  91b.,  84lb.,and  (IJlb.,  and 
Mr.  MacDonald  one  of  81b.  (Jn  Wednesday  Loch  Naver 
was  fished  by  Mr.  Taylor,  Ulverston,  who  landed  two 
salmon  weighing  91b.  each  and  one  of  101b.  ;  by  Colonel 
Blackett,  London,  one  salmon,  7 Jib. ;  and  Mr.  Fraser, 
two  salmon,  81b.  and  101b.  On  Thursday,  on  same  loch, 
Mr.  Taylor  grassed  two  salmon  weighing  81b.  each  ; 
Colonel  Blackett  one  of  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Fraser  one  of 
101b.  Weather  fine,  and  angling  prospects  good. — McB. 

Beauly. — Angling  is  steadily  improving.  Good 
baskets  of  trout  are  being  made,  while  a  fair  head  of 
salmon  is  now  in  the  lower  pools.  On  the  Lovat  Water 
the  Hon.  Mary  Fraser,  of  Lovat,  landed  a  fine  salmon  of 
101b.  on  Saturday  on  the  home  water.  The  netters  are 
doing  very  fair  work,  and  have  had  an  average  daily 
haul  of  from  five  to  eight  fish,  scaling  from  81b.  to  201b. 
— B. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,',N.B.)  As  already 
reported  five  salmon  were  landed  on  Tuesday  week. 
On  Wednesday  Messrs.  Tindall  Harris  and  F.  L.  Harris, 
London,  fished  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  water,  and 
landed  a  salmon  of  81b.  on  Stonewall  Pool.  On  Thurs¬ 
day  Mr.  J.  Robertson,  on  Sir  Kenneth  Matheson’s  rod, 
had  an  81b.  salmon  on  Fearn  Lodge  water,  and  Messrs. 
Harris,  one  of  71b.,  on  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  water. 
On  Friday  Mr.  D.  MacGregor,  on  Capt.  Maxwell’s  rod, 
grassed  an  8-pounder  on  Grninard’s  water.'  On  Satur¬ 
day  Mr.  Tindall  Harris,  fishing  from  the  hotel,  landed 
an  8-pounder  on  Lady  Ross  Pool,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Hands, 
one  of  8Jlb.  on  Stonewall  Pool.  On  Monday,  this  week, 
the  hotel  water  was  fished  by  Mr.  Dunlop,  Sydney, 
N.S.W.,  and  got  a  salmon  of  81b. ;  Messrs.  Harris,  on 
Braelangwell  Lodge  water,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Robertson,  on  Sir  Kenneth  Matheson’s  rod,  two  salmon 
of  about  8lb.  each,  on  Fearn  Lodge  water.  The  Carron 
is  this  year  doing  better  than  usual  so  early  in  the 
season. — McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — On  the  upper  sections  of 
the  Dee  grand  sport  has  been  got  during  the  past  few 
days.  On  the  middle  sections  again  only  an  average 
amount  of  fish  have  been  killed,  while  on  the  lower 
reaches  the  results  have  been  disappointing.  With 
favourable  weather  there  should  be  no  lack  of  .sport,  as 
the  pools  are  well  stocked  all  over  with  a  fine  head  of 
fresh  fish.  On  the  Balmoral  and  Braemar  reaches  Dr. 
Profeit  and  other  anglers  have  had  fish  every  day.  On 
the  Invercanld  Ballater  water  some  grand  work  has 
been  done.  On  this  section  Mr.  A.  Bristowe  killed  ten 
fish  to  his  own  rod  one  day,  sealing  51b.,  71b.,  Clb.,  7Jlb., 
7Jlb., 81b., 91b.,  101b.,  lllb., and  91b.  ;  one,  91b. ;  one, (11b.  j 
six,  sealing  7Jlb.,  81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  9Jlb.  ; 
four,  of  5Jlb.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  O.jlb.  ;  three,  Clb.,  7ilb., 
and  141b.,  in  all  twenty-five  fish  for  six  days’  fishing, 
while  Mr.  Ernest  Bristowe  landed  in  the  same  time  five, 
of  7Jlb.,  7.Jlb.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  91b.,  four,  of  Clb.,  71b., 
81b  ,  and  S-flb.,  five,  of  7.Jlb  ,  81b.,  81b.,  91b.  and  201b., 
three  scaling  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.,  three,  of  Clb.,  71b.,  and 
91b.,  and  seven  of  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  81b.,  8Jlb.,  9Jlb.,  and 
221b.,  and  Mrs.  Bristowe  two,  of  8Jlb.  and  81b. 
On  the  Monastrie  water  Mr.  Inglis  had  one  of  Clb.  on 
Friday,  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.  on  Saturday,  and  one  of  81b. 
on  Monday.  On  the  Cambus  O’ May  section.  Lord 
D’Arcy  Osborne  creeled  one  of  71b.,  and  two,  of  101b.  and 
91b.,  while  Lord  Francis  Osborne  had  one  of  91b.,  three, 
of  IClb.,  71b.,  and  101b.,  one  of  71b.  and  one  of  Clb.  ;  and 
Mr.  Ussher  four,  scaling  71b.,  71b.,  101b.  and  111b.,  two, 
101b.  and  101b.,  two,  Clb.  and  81b.,  two,  81b.  and  91b.,  and 


one  81b.  On  the  Glen  Tana  waters,  Mr.  Percy  Wormald 
had  four,  scaling  C.jlb.,  8Jlb.,  9Jlb.,  and  201b.  on  Tuesday 
last,  while  on  Friday  be  had  three,  of  7Jlh.,  lOJlb.  and 
12ilb.,  and  had  to  do  with  about  a  dozen  kelts.  On  the 
same  section  Sir  Herbert  E.  F.  Lewis  creeled  eight  fish 
to  his  own  rod,  scaling  81b.,  8Ib.,  81b.,  101b.,  101b.,  101b., 
91b.  and  81b.,  and  at  the  same  time  had  to  do  with  nine 
kelts,  while  Col.  Leith  Hay  landed  nine  fish  in  three 
days’  angling  on  the  same  section,  and  similar  sport  on 
other  days,  and  Mr.  Stuart  Anderson  two  on  Saturday,  of 
51b.  and  91b.,  his  first  kill.  Mr.  Barry,  Keiss  Castle, 
has  taken  three  beats  of  the  Glen  Tana  water  for  April 
and  May  ;  Mr.  George  Davidson,  Wellwood,  Aberdeen, 
the  remaining  beat  for  the  same  months  from  Sir  William 
C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  who  is  going  abroad.  The  rental  of 
the  upper  beats  is  at  the  rate  of  .£120  per  month,  and 
the  lower  beats  .£110  per  month.  On  the  Aboyne 
section  sport  has  been  somewhat  poor.  Captain  Burnett 
having  three.  Captain  Lindsay  one,  and  Mr.  Dug- 
dale  one,  all  ranging  from  Clb.  to  91b.  each.  On 
the  Kincardine  O’Neil  section,  Mr.  Chas.  C.  Leslie 
landed  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.  On  the  Ballogie  water. 
Viscount  Strathallan  having  one  of  71b.  on  Friday,  and 
one  of  91b.  on  the  same  water.  On  the  Carlogie  beat, 
Peebles,  keeper,  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  91b.,  two,  of  81b. 
and  91b.,  and  one  of  71h.  On  the  Lower  Dess,  Captain 
Brooke  killed  one  of  7 Jib.,  Captain  Davidson  one  of 
7ilb.,  two  of  71b.  and  8Jib,  and  one  of  7Jlb.  on  Monday. 
On  the  Barrowstone  water,  Sir  Herbert  E.  F.  Lewis, 
Bart.,  landed  one  7Jlb.,  while  Mr.  Percy  Wormald  killed 
one  of  Gib.  on  the  same  water,  and  two,  of  171b.  and  71b. 
on  the  Commonty  section.  On  the  Woodend  section,  Mr. 
Watson’s  gillie  landed  eight  fish,  scaling  from  81b.  to 
131b.  On  the  Blackball  Castle  water,  sport  has  been 
somewhat  poor,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  having  four  fish  scaling 
from  81b.  to  101b.  On  the  Cairnton,  Inehmarlo,  and 
lower  beats  of  the  river,  sport  has  been  slack.  On  the 
tidal  reaches,  good  baskets  have  been  made  by  finnock 
fishers.  On  the  Don,  little  salmon  angling  has  yet  been 
done,  but  a  few  good  baskets  of  finnock  or  whitling  has 
been  occasionally  made  on  the  tidal  reaches. — Deesidee. 

Deveron  (Banifsliire). — The  weather  during  the 
past  week  told  against  the  salmon  fishings  in  this 
district,  and  the  number  of  salmon  killed  on  the  river 
and  sea  did  not  exceed  more  than  the  half  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  week.  Throughout  the  week  no  rain  has  fallen, 
and  although  the  sun  shone  brightly  frost  was  pretty 
severe.  The  water  in  the  river  is  getting  somewhat  low 
and  clear.  During  the  late  gales  the  mouth  of  the  river 
got  silted  up,  and  the  water  has  not  been  in  so  heavy 
volume  as  to  clear  the  passage,  so  that  very  few  fish  are 
entering.  The  net  fishermen  were  daily  engaged  on 
the  pools  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Raik  Cottages, 
but  they  only  succeeded  in  landing  from  four  to 
twe  ve  salmon  and  a  few  trout  daily.  ’  There 
is  little  difference  in  their  weight  or  size,  the  average 
fish  being  from  81b.  to  101b.,  and  trout  11b.  Since  the 
water  began  to  get  low  and  the  entrance  obstructed,  a 
good  few  diseased  fish  have  been  making  their  appear¬ 
ance  on  the  lower  waters,  and  kelts  are  rather  abundant. 
There  is  no  improvement  in  the  rod-fishing.  Although 
anglers  have  been  attempting  it  lately  with  both  worm 
and  fly,  the  frost  is  keeping  the  fish  from  rising.  On  the 
coast  there  has  been  scarcely  any  fish  taken  from  the 
stake-nets  at  the  various  stations.  For  the  week  the 
total  number  from  the  half  a  dozen  stations  did  not 
exceed  one  score.  In  the  Deveron  and  district  the 
number  of  boxes  consigned  to  the  London  markets  was 
four,  and  from  the  G-irdenstowu  coast  two.  i'or  the 
improvement  of  the  ti.shing  occasional  showers  of  rain 
are  required  to  dispel  tbe  frost  and  put  the  water  into 
better  order. — W  H. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — Considerable  improve¬ 
ment  is  shown  this  week  in  salmon  angling.  The  week 
was  one  of  unbroken  beautiful  weather,  with  only  the 
fault  of  being  on  most  days  too  bright  and  calm.  Pish 
were  going  up-stream  daily  from  the  sea  in  considerable 
numbers,  thus  increasing  a  stock  of  fish  on  the  river 
which  was  by  no  means  small  before.  Several  fish  of 
good  weight  have  been  caught,  but,  strange  to  say,  not 
more  than  six  fish  have  been  caught  by  any  one  rod  in 
one  day.  I  should  like  to  see  this  record  broken,  as  not 
so  long  ago  1  have  leported  take.-<  of  fifteen  and  sixteen 
salmon  to  one  rod  per  day.  Trout-fishing  has,  as 
yet,  shown  little  improvement,  but  I  am  certain 
good  sport  from  these  will  be  got  in  April.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  the  week’s  record  of  salmon  angling.  On  Mon¬ 
day  the  20th,  on  No.  C,  Mr.  Pilkington  landed  three 
salmon  of  Cli.  On  No.  5,  Mr.  Frank  Hardcastle  had 
five,  one  of  which  scaled  231b.,  the  others  all  about  91b. 
On  No.  -4,  Capt.  Dick  and  h/s  guest  at  Kildonan  Lodge, 
Mrs.  Grubb  Pad  one  each  91b.  and  lOlb.  On  No.  3, 
Mr.  Watney  had  four  of  91b.  On  No.  2,  Mr.  Loder  had 
one  of  91b.  On  Ko.  1,  iVlr.  Ashworth  one  of  91b.  On 
Tuesday  the  21st,  on  Ko.  6,  Jlr.  Ashworth  landed  six' 
salmon  averaging  91b.  On  No.  5,  Mr.  Pilkington 
two,  81b.  and  91b.  On  No.  4,  Mr.  Frank  Hard¬ 
castle  had  two,  one  of  which  was  landed  by  Capt. 
Rhodes,  and  scaled  31Jlb.  On  No.  3,  Capt.  Dick 
one  of  91b.,  and  Mr.-*.  Grubb  three,  averaging  91b. 
On  No.  2,  Mr.  Watney  three  of  91b  ,  and  on  No.  1 
Mr.  Loder,  one  of  91b.  On  Wednesday,  the  22nd, 
Mr.  Loder,  on  No.  C,  landed  five  salmon  averaging 
91b.  On  No.  5,  Mr.  Ashworth  landed  six  salmon, 
averaging  101b.  On  No.  -4  Mr.  Pilkington  had  three 
of  lOlb.  On  No.  3  Mr.  Frank  Hardcastle  five,  one 
of  which  scaled  291b.  On  No.  2  Mrs.  Grubb  had  one, 
111b.  On  No.  1  Mr.  Watney,  one,  111b.  On  Thursday, 
the  23rd,  Mr.  SVatuey,  on  Ko.  6,  landed  three  salmon  of 
91b.  On  No.  5  Mr.  Loder,  two,  of  91b.  On  No.  -4  Mr. 
Ashworth,  two,  of  91b.  On  No.  2  Mr.  Frank  Hardcastle 
landed  six,  averaging  Clb.  On  No.  1  Mrs.  Grubb,  one, 
91b.  On  Friday,  the  24th,  on  No.  6,  Capt.  Dick  landed 
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four  salmon,  averaging  91b.  On  No.  5  Mr.  Watney  bad 
three  of  91b.  On  No.  3  Mr.  Ashworth  had  two,  91b. 
On  No.  2  Mr.  Pilkington  had  two,  91b.  On  Saturday, 
the  25th,  Mr.  Frank  Hardcastle,  on  No.  6,  landed  three 
salmon,  averaging  91b.  On  No.  5  Capt.  Dick  had  three 
of  91b.  On  No.  2  Mr.  Ashworth,  one,  91b.,  and  on  No.  1 
Mr.  Pilkington  one,  81b.  On  Monday,  the  27th,  I  have 
only  heard  that,  owing  to  extremely  bright  weather, 
little  was  done.  A  few  trout  are  now  being  got  by 
local  anglers,  but  I  am  certain  April  will  give  good  sport, 
and,  as  tidal  water  is  free,  then  is  the  time  to  come. — 
S.  C. 

Inveran  Hotel  Waters  (Invershin,  N.B.). — 

The  lessee  of  the  salmon  angling  on  the  Shin  was  out 
on  the  lower  beats  on  Monday  week  and  landed  three 
salmon  weighing  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b.  On  Tuesday  he 
gained  a  fine  fish  of  211b.  on  Fir  Dam — the  heaviest 
salmon  of  the  season  up  to  date.  On  Wednesday  a  12- 
pounder  on  Horse  Pool.  On  Thursday,  one  of  91b.  on 
Blackstone,  and  a  15-pounder  on  Horse  Pool.  On  Friday, 
on  same  pool,  one  81b.  and  one  lOJlb.  respectively  ;  and 
on  Saturday  a  10-pounder  on  Blackstone  Pool.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  was  all  that  could 
be  desired,  and  prospects  favourable. — McB. 

Loch.  Leven  (Kinross).— The  weather  continues 
unusually  mild  for  the  season,  with  bright  sunshine, 
though  sharp  frost  at  night  has  prevented  anglers  from 
going  out.  A  commencement,  however,  will  be  made,  I 
imderstand,  during  the  course  of  the  present  week,  as 
several  boats  are_  engaged  for  the  end  of  the  month  or 
beginning  of  April.  All  the  boats,  to  the  number  of 
twenty-four,  after  being  overhauled  and  painted,  were 
launched  on  Monday.  Th;s  year  Mr.  Whyte,  the 
manager,  has  marked  with  wire  about  three  hundred 
trout  in  the  loch,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  Lochleven  Angling  Association.  The  pike  netters 
have  not  been  successful  in  capturing  many  pike  this 
year,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  stock  of  these  is 
diminishing.  The  last  “set”  I  observed  was  made 
about  a  fortnight  ago,  only  a  short  distance  from  the 
pier,  when  the  net  contained  three  dozen  trout,  and  one 
small  pike.  All  the  trout  were  remarkably  large,  the 
smallest  being  about  l^lb.,  and  the  heaviest  a  beauty  of 
fully  31b.  A  very  successful  season  is  anticipated. — 
Eobt.  B.  Laino. 

Loch.  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B).— March  21,  on  the 
Hotel  water,  Mr.  J.  G.  Cuthbert  caught  salmon  IClb.  : 
22nd,  on  the  Reserved  water,  Capt.  Finnic  caught  salmon 
201b. ;  23rd,  on  the  Reserved  water,  Robson,  the  keeper, 
caught  two  salmon,  171b.  and  151b.  ;  22th,  on  the  river 
Lyon,  Dewar,  the  keeper,  caught  salmon  201b.  Plenty 
of  salmon  in  the  loch  require  a  little  change  to  make 
them  take,  it  has  been  so  very  dry  and  warm  like  the 
middle  of  summer. — Knight. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— Sport  continues  most  dis¬ 
heartening  GO  those  who  have  the  heart  to  try  a  oast,  but 
up  to  the  present  time  it  has  been  such  a  total  failure 
that,  for  some  time  past  the  water  has  been  deserted  by 
even  the  more  ardent,  a  number  of  whom  have  gone 
south  ;  and  those  who  have  not  been  north  this  season, 
are  delaying  doing  so  until  they  receive  more  encouraging 
reports  from  their  fishermen.  That  the  fishing  is  a 
failure  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that,  in  the  same  week 
last  year  (which  was  below  an  average),  between  thirty 
and  forty  salmon,  weighing  on  an  average  101b.  each, 
were  taken  from  the  reaches  from  rather  below  Rothes 
to  above  Aberlour,  and  for  the  same  period  this  year 
only  some  half-a-dozen  were  killed  of  an  average  weight 
of  81b.  each,  while  on  the  Aberlour  reach  only  one 
salmon  has  been  killed  this  season.  In  a  measure  this 
state  of  matters  is  attributed  to  the  erratic  nature  of 
the  weather  since  the  opening,  and  certainly  not  with¬ 
out  good  reason,  but  this  cannot  be  the  sole  reason,  for 
the  weather  last  year  was  everything  but  reliable,  and 
still  the  sport  was  good.  The  fish  do  not  appear  to  be 
in  the  river,  at  least  in  the  lower  reaches ;  any  sport 
that  is  got  being  in  the  Carron  reaches,  to  where  the 
fish  have  gradually  travelled.  What  is  missed  this 
season  are  the  opportune  floods  of  last  year,  with 
a  more  steady  tempenature,  so  as  to  allow  a  fresh 
run  of  fish  —  if  they  are  on  the  coast  —  to  push 
up,  and  clear  out  the  kelts,  which  are  still  numerous 
and  troublesome.  Several  of  the  latter  were  landed  the 
other  day,  weighing  as  high  as  171b.  and  191b.,  and  in 


capital  condition,  but  of  course  had  to  be  returned. 
Fishing  on  the  coast  is  still  poor,  and  from  the  fact  that 
the  fish  that  are  being  got  are  heavy,  weighing  this 
week  from  201b.  to  301b-,  it  is  feared  they  are  scarce. 
On  the  Fiddich  a  few  yellow  trout  are  being  got,  but 
nothing  else  doing.  On  the  Piteroy  Lodge  water,  on 
Friday,  Mr.  Robertson,  Carr  Bridge,  killed  a  salmon  of 
81b.  ;  and  from  the  same  water  this  day  week,  Mr. 
William  Green,  gamekeeper,  landed  two,  weighing  71b. 
and  7yb.  ;  while  from  the  Aikenway  water,  on  Friday, 
Mr.  John  Sheach,  gamekeeper,  landed  one  of  91b. 
The  variableness  of  the  temperature  has  been  remark¬ 
able  during  the  past  week.  On  this  day  week  in  the 
sun  it  registered  no  less  than  84  degrees  Fah.,and  in  the 
shade  even  62  degrees,  while  at  night  it  fell  as  low  as 
35  degrees,  and  since  then  to  32  degrees,  and  45  degrees 
during  the  day.  This  year  the  average  daily  tempera¬ 
ture  at  9  a.m.  during  this  month  has  been  45  degrees 
compared  with  38  degrees  for  same  period  last  year. 
With  such  changeableness,  which  means  bright  sun¬ 
shine  during  the  day  and  frost  at  night  with  a  corre¬ 
sponding  falling  off  in  the  volume  of  water,  prospects 
are  everything  but  encouraging,  and  when  writing,  the 
weather,  although  very  fine,  was  dead  against  sport. 
There  is  no  appearance  of  the  March  Brown  yet.  On 
Tuesday,  on  the  Aikenway  water,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Stewart  Menzies,  of  Culdares,  Mr.  Macdonald,  Mayfield, 
Inverness,  killed  two,  scaling  71b.  and  91b.  They  were 
fresh  run  ones,  being  covered  with  sea  “  lice,”  and  were 
captured  within  a  few  minutes  of  each  other. — J.  M. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — The  continued  drought  is  telling 
severely  against  sport.  So  far  as  I  have  knowledge  of, 
there  were  not  a  dozen  and  a  half  fish  killed  in  the  past 
ten  days.  The  water  is  fast  falling  and  very  clear.  Mr. 
Tom  Anderson,  early  last  week  killed  eleven  trout  on 
the  Tullywiggan  reaches.  For  so  far  it  has  not  been 
ascertained  if  Colonel  H.  P.  Lindsay,  the  new  proprietor 
of  the  Loughry  preserved  water,  intends  to  fish  it  him¬ 
self  or  put  it  on  the  market.  No  anglers  are  now  per¬ 
mitted  to  fish  this  water.  At  time  of  writing  (Wednes¬ 
day  evening)  there  is  no  appearance  of  rain. 

Bann.  (Toome  Bridge). — The  water  is  in  splendid 
form  for  fly-fishing.  Trout  are  very  plentiful,  but  so 
far  angling  has  been  remarkably  dull.  This  is  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  constant  sunshiny  weather  since  the  19th 
ult.,  aided  and  abetted  by  the  sharp  frosts  at  nights. 
A  few  showers  of  rain  would  be  highly  beneficial,  and 
till  these  come  angling  will  remain  at  a  low  standard. 
The  weather  is  without  precedent  in  the  past  score 
years. 

Blackwater  (Co.  Tyrone).— Since  my  last  report 
there  has  been  no  change  in  the  meteorological  sur¬ 
roundings — bright  skies  in  the  daytime  and  starry  skies 
at  night.  Under  such  circumstances  angling  is  a  delu¬ 
sion  and  a  snare,  not  to  the  fish,  but  to  the  angler. 
Baiting  in  the  smaller  tributaries  is  more  successful. 
The  Forrent  has  yielded  pretty  fairly.  Last  Friday  a 
couple  of  Dungannon  anglers  had  nine  trout.  Mr.  J. 
Smith  had  a  few  small  trout,  and  Mr.  James  B.  Davis 
had  seven  trout  on  Monday  evening.  In  the  Cowisland 
Canal  pike  are  very  numerous,  and  of  these  Mr.  Johnson, 
on  the  King’s  Island  reaches,  had  251b.,  and  some  perch 
and  bream.  Altogether  the  trouting  season  made  a 
miserable  start. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan). — Since  my  last  we  have  had  a 
continuation  of  bright  dry  weather,  consequently  sport 
has  been  very  poor  indeed,  and  blank  days  are  the  rule 
A  few  fish  were  got  on  the  upper  Black  Castle  water, 
by  John  Moloney,  Mr.  Fitzherbert’s  fisherman,  and  on 
the  lower  water  only  two  or  three  for  the  week.  Col. 
Rock  had  a  good  fish  or  two  lower  down.  The  nets  at 
Drogheda,  &c.,  are  doing  very  little.  Mr.  Laing  and 
friends,  who  have  been  fishing  the  lower  Black  Castle 
water,  have  left  the  Russell  Arms  Hotel,  tired  of  blank 
days.  Rain  much  wanted. — Blue  Hackle. 

Bundrowes  and  Lough.  Melvin. — Since  last  re¬ 
port  the  weather  has  been  very  unfavourable  for 
angling,  harsh  east  wind  and  frost  at  night  all  the  time, 
still,  as  the  waters  had  got  into  fair  order,  fair  sport 
was  obtained,  principally  by  local  anglers.  Mr.  J. 
Gallagher,  on  Monday,  on  the  lower  waters,  killed  a  nice 


fish  of  lljlb. ;  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  T.  Feely,  on  the 
upper  waters,  landed  a  good  fish  of  121b.  and  lost 
another;  Mr.  D.  Magowan,  on  Friday,  on  the  lower 
waters,  had  a  salmon  111b.  Sport  on  Lough  Melvin  was 
but  little  indulged  in,  and  but  one  salmon,  121b., 
killed,  by  E.  Chlancy,  on  the  upper  end  (west)  of  the 
lough,  and  a  few  moderate  baskets  of  trout  were  taken. 
— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  has  not  improved  since  last  report.  Major  Cress- 
well  has  had  two  salmon  of  111b.  each  ;  Michael  Brennan, 
two,  121b.  and  lOJlb.,  and  Mr.  Brunet,  one,  13|lb.  The 
brown  trout  angling  has  been  fair.  The  weather  con¬ 
tinues  fine,  but  too  bright  for  angling  at  times. — Thos.  J. 
Deneht. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  Co. 
Tyrone). — This  fine  river  opens  to-day  (Saturday).  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  in  pretty  good  form — 
just  a  trifle  low  and  clear — for  angling,  and  trout  seem 
to  be  plentiful.  But  if  a  change  does  not  soon  come  in 
the  weather,  which  is  glaringly  bright,  with  frosts  at 
night,  a  bad  start  will  be  made  in  the  season  of  1893. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina). — Trout  were  rising 
very  well  to  fly  up  to  Saturday  last,  when  a  north-east 
wind  set  in  with  bright  sunshine.  Mr.  Little  and  Mr. 
Garvey  one  day  had  eighteen  trout,  the  four  largest 
going  over  21b.  apiece,  the  others  averaging  over  fib. 
A  few  salmon  were  caught  during  the  week  by  your 
correspondent  and  others,  the  largest  fish  going  over 
141b.  Weather  at  present  bright  sunshine,  with  an  east 
wind,  but  I  anticipate  a  change  very  soon. —  Frank 
Hearns. 

Moyola  (Co.  Derry). — The  snow  storm  of  the  16th 
and  17th  ult.  knocked  this  river  out  of  the  form  it  was 
just  getting  into,  and  nothing  was  done  till  the  early 
part  of  this  week,  and  even  then  very  little  owing  to 
the  sunny  days  and  frosty  nights.  Any  sport  that  was 
had  was  about  Castledawson.  No  heavy  trout  were 
caught.  The  Moyola  is  fining  down  to  a  mere  thread 
owing  to  the  continuous  drought.  Only  an  odd  fish  is 
landed  from  the  pools  by  local  anglers.  Your  corre¬ 
spondent  on  Friday  cycled  some  twenty  miles  to  it,  but 
was  not  rewarded  with  even  the  ghost  of  a  rise.  Some  of 
the  experts  killed  a  few  trout  in  the  close  of  last  week 
on  a  Stewart  tackle. — South  Derry. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries. — On  Monday,  the  20th 
inst..  Major  the  Hon.  F.  Le  Poer  Trench,  fishing  on 
Lord  Ashtoun’s  waters  at  Glenaheiry,  again  headed  the 
poll,  killing  this  time  a  38J-pounder  on  fly  with  single 
gut  after  giving  play  for  an  hour  and  five  minutes. 
This  is  the  largest  salmon  killed  this  year  by  rod  in  the 
Suir.  Since  then  the  water  and  weather  have  been  too 
bright  for  successful  angling,  nor  need  we  expect  any 
until  the  weather  changes. — Richard  Bradford. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mulliug'ar). — In  consequence 
of  the  continuance  of  fine,  bright  weather,  and  the 
prevalence  of  frost  at  night,  angling  upon  these  lakes 
has  been  rather  of  an  unsatisfactory  kind  since  the 
season  opened  on  March  1,  in  the  Limerick  district  of 
the  county  Westmeath.  The  Green  Drake  season  will 
probably  commence  about  May  15,  and  really  good  sport 
is  anticipated,  as  trout  are  most  abundant  in  all  the 
lakes,  more  especially  Lough  Ennell  or  Belvidere. 
Anglers  who  visit  the  lakes  are  already  securing  suit¬ 
able  fishing  quarters  within  easy  reach  of  the  water. 
The  other  evening  a  local  angler,  whilst  trolling  an 
ordinary  spoon-bait  for  pike,  hooked  and  landed  a  very 
nice  trout  of  4Jlb.  on  Lough  Ennell.  Sport  on  the 
Boyne  tributaries  has  been  much  below  the  average, 
except  on  one  or  two  occasions,  when  the  rivers  were  in 
good  ply,  and  a  stiff  breeze  on. — T.  J.  W. 


Holloway's  Pills  are  admirably  adapted  for  the  euro  of  diseases 
incidental  to  females.  .Vt  different  periods  of  life  women  are 
subject  to  Complaints  which  reciuire  a  peculiar  madieine,  and  it  is 
now  an  indisputable  fact  that  there  is  none  so  suitable  for  such 
complaints  as  Holloway  s  Pills.  They  are  invaluable  to  females 
of  all  ages,  young  or  old,  married  or  single  They  purify  the 
blood,  regulate  the  secreiions,  correct  all  suspended  functions, 
give  tone  to  the  stomach,  and  clear  the  complexion.  The  first 
approach  of  disordered  aciiou  should  be  met  with  appropriate 
doses  of  these  Pills;  whilst  taking  them  no  restriction  need  be 
placed  over  the  patient.  They  contain  nothing  which  can 
possibly  prove  injurious  to  the  system.  They  act  by  purifying 
the  blood  and  regulating  every  organ. 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TRuUT  LINE. 

16-Plait  Eoaruel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines. 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Suooding; 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  atnl 
recommended  by  Mr.  Pkancis  Fiiancis,  Mr.  Seniok  (of 
the  Field),  Authors  of  “Rod  in  India,”  and  “The  Sea 
Fisherman,”  Mr.  Makston,  Mr.  Pknnell,  Mr.  Frank 
BucklaxJ),  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  armies, 
and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 

Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 

<)  yards,  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  in  Cakes  to  Re-dress  Lines. 
Samples  and  Catalogue  Two  Stamps. 
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How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  MYINGSTON 

United  Slates  Deputy  Fish  Commissioner. 
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SPRIN^G  SAX..iyi:OB^  FISHING. 

S  PATTERN  SALMON  RODS 

UNSURPASSED  FOR  LONG  CASTING. 
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SALMON,  WHITLING,  BROWN 
TROUT. 


EARLY  SEASON  RIVER  AND  TIDEWAY 
ANGLING  IN  SCOTLAND  FOR  TOURIST 
ANGLERS. 


In  Scotland  the  principal  fishing  about  this  time 
of  the  year  available  to  the  tourist  angler  is, 
apart  from  that  got  in  lochs,  the  yellow  trout 
fishing  on  the  few  really  early  rivers  and  streams, 
together  with  estuary  or  lower  non-tidal  lengths 
fi.shing  for  finnock,  and  the  salmon  angling 
attached  to  hotels  which  is  not  let  by  the  mouth 
or  rod  for  fixed  periods. 

Between  the  present  date  and  the  end  of  May 
the  most  famous  yellow  trout  streams  in  Scotland, 
which  nowadays  are  the  Deveron,  Don,  Dean, 
and  Pindhorn,  give  the  very  best  of  their  trouting, 
fishing  fine  with  small  fly  for  their  largest  trout. 
On  all  these  streams  there  are  places  where  sport 
may  be  obtained  either  free  or  at  a  nominal  cost. 

I  or  several  weeks  past  most  of  the  Scotch 
rivers  and  streams,  by  reason  of  continual 
drought — scarcely  a  drop  of  rain  having  fallen — 
have  been  running  down  lower  and  lower,  till 
now  they  are,  for  the  time  of  the  year,  in  a  state 
of  ebb  which  has  not  been  equalled  for  years. 
Fishing  in  them  therefore  for  the  migratory 
salmonidaj  has  become  wretchedly  poor.  Lower 
non-tidal  lengths  are  almost  destitute  of  finnock 
instead  of  being  plentifully  supplied  as,  with 
normal  conditions,  they  should  be.  Rain  in 
plenty  and  for  a  good  few  days  on  end  must 
consequently  come  before  they  can  fish  well.  It 


is  years  since,  either  in  such  lengths  or  in  the 
tideways,  the  finnock  fishing  has  been  so  continu¬ 
ously  poor  during  the  last  fortnight  of  March 
and  the  first  week  of  April.  This  state  of  matters 
has  proved  extremely  tantalising  to  many,  nor  is 
there  yet  much  sign  of  a  mending.  The  weather 
indications  still  point  to  a  continuance  of  drought. 
But  there  must  yet  come  sport,  and  good  sport 
too,  before  the  end  this  year  of  the  time  usual  for 
finnock  or  whitling  fishing  proving  best  in  the 
lower  waters.  A  month  ago  it,  about  all  round, 
was  the  best  it  has  yet  been  this  year,  but  at  that 
time  it  is  not  usual  for  it  to  be  nearly  so  good  as 
in  most  waters  it  is  during  April  and  the  first 
■week  of  May,  unless  a  good  deal  above  the 
tideway. 

Famous  streams  debouching  round  the  Scottish 
eastern  shores  for  early  season  tideway-frequenting 
and  ascending  finnock  or  whitling — discounting 
the  descending  ones — are  South  Esk,  Dee,  Don, 
Ythan,  Ugie,  Spey,  Pindhorn,  and  Nairn,  and  in 
all  these  rivers,  with  special  permits,  or  in  virtue 
of  hotel  residence,  tourist  anglers  can  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  finnock  or  whitling  (which  are  grilse 
sea-trout)  angling. 

Like  whitling  fishing,  salmon  angling  is  mean¬ 
time  pretty  much  at  a  standstill,  and  for  identically 
the  same  reason — scarcity  of  water.  The  hotels 
which  have  it  for  their  guests,  free  or  nominally 
free,  and  whose  waters  as  a  rule  fish  best  between 
now  and  the  end  of  May  for  the  early  season,  are 
the  Grant  Arms  Hotel,  Grantown  (for  a  reach  of 
the  Spey) ;  the  Balnagown  Arms,  Ardgay  (for  a 
reach  of  the  Carron,  Easter  Ross; ;  Porsinardand 
Melvich  Hotels,  Sutherland  (each  foi  a  reach  of 
the  Halladale) ;  Dalmally  Hotel,  Argyllshire  (for 
a  reach  of  the  Orchy);  Taynuilt  Hotel,  Argyll¬ 
shire  (for  a  reach  of  the  Awe) ;  the  Fife  Arms, 
Braemar  (for  a  reach  of  the  Dee) ;  Craigellachie 
Hotel,  Speyside  (prospectively  for  a  reach  of  the 
Spey) ;  the  Spa  Hotel,  and  the  Ben  Wyvis  Hotel, 
Strathpeffer  (each  for  a  reach  of  the  Conon  and 
Blackwater). 

Establishments  whose  river  fisheries  may  yield 
an  odd  salmon  or  two  about  this  season  are  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen  ;  the  Heathcot  Hydro¬ 
pathic,  Deeside;  the  Panmure  Arms,  Edzell;  the 
Bredalbane  Arms  Hotel,  Aberfeldy ;  the  Birnam 
Hotel,  Dunkeld  ;  the  Bredalbane  Arm?,  Kenmore; 
the  Haughton  Arms  and  the  Forbes  Arms  Hotel, 
Alford. 

Then  for  finnock  or  whitling  fishing,  the  estab¬ 
lishments  whose  fisheries,  if  the  water  should 
prove  all  right,  ought  1 1  yield  very  good  whitling 
rishing  for  some  time  to  come,  are  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  Aberdeen,  in  connection  with  which  excel¬ 
lent  yellow  trout,  fishing  may  possibly  be  had, 
for  Dee  and  Don;  Dee.side  Hydropathic,  Heathcot, 
Aberdeen,  for  Dee;  Udny  Arms,  Newburgh,  for 
Ythan;  Cluny  Hill  Hydropathic,  for  Pindhorn. 
Connected  with  or  obtainable  from  the  hotels  at 
Kintore,  Huntly,  Alford,  Edzell,  Preeburn,  really 
excellent  yellow  trout  river  fishing  may  be  enjoyed 
some  time  or  other  between  the  present  date  and 
the  end  of  May. 

This  by  no  means  exhausts  all  the  good  places 
which  the  tourist  angler  might  drop  on  for  any 
of  the  sorts  of  fishing  mentioned,  early  in  the 
season,  but  it  indicates  briefly  where  the  bulk  of 
the  good  fishings,  which  he  may  possibly  avail 
himself  of,  are  to  be  found  on  rivers,  streams, 
and  tidewiys — not  including  lochs — during  a 
spring  season  holiday  in  the  Highlands  and  other 
parts  of  Scotland  north  of  the  Forth  and  Clyde. 
Sea-trout  fishing — that  is,  fishing  for  adult  sea- 
trout— is  not  on  yet  in  any  of  these  northern 
parts,  and  will  not  be  for  some  time,  as  sea-trout 
nave  not  yet  come  in  from  the  sea  in  appreciable 
numbers  anywhere,  hence  this  branch  of  sport,  as 
delectable  as  any,  does  not  for  the  present  claim 
any  attention. 


A  Sal.mon  Ply  Brooch. — A  pretty  present 
from  an  angler  to  a  lady  friend  would  be  one  of 
the  salmon  fly  brooches,  made  in  silver  as  regards 
the  hook,  and  with  the  usual  feathers,  &c.,  of  the 
standard  patterns,  by  Mr.  Wm.  Brown,  64,  George- 
street,  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  Wheeley  landed  a  pretty  little  31b.  trout 
at  Shepperton  Weir  on  April  I ;  he  returned 
the  fish  to  the  water  apparently  uninjured.  As  it 
was  hooked  at  6.10  a.m.,  on  the  second  cast  of  the 
bait,  it  is  perhaps  the  first  Thames  trout  taken  in 
1893. 


llofcs. 

By  Mac. 


Last  week  our  North  Esk  correspondent  wrote ; 
“  Rivers  North  and  South  Esk  are  now  very  low ; 
not  many  fish  comparatively  coming  in  from  the 
sea.  In  the  sea  nets,  however,  some  good  large 
ones  are  being  got.  Sea-trout  have  already  made 
their  appearance,  and  up  the  South  Esk  some 
have  been  got  as  far  as  the  Bridge  of  Dun. 
Jamie  Johnston’s  netters  are  pla-ying  havoc  with 
every  fish  that  comes  into  the  North  Water  ,]ust 
now,  but  with  a  heavier  volume  in  the  river,  the 
fast  runners  might  now  get  forward  beyond  the 
netters  during  the  weekly  slap.  This  I  infer  from 
the  fact  that  some  have  jumped  the  dykes  lately, 
only,  however,  I  suppose,  to  be  caught  by  the 
netters  farther  in'and.  A  gentleman  told  me  the 
other  day  that  he  had  seen  over  three  thousand 
fish  netted  on  the  opening  day  in  the  pool  below 
the  Morphie  dyke  obstruction  before  twelve 
o’clock  by  Johnston’s  netters ;  and  this  Johnston 
is  Mr.  James  Johnston,  the  member  of  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board,  who  has  hectored  the  board  for 
years  about  reform  in  fishing  matters.  Truly 
the  consistency  of  the  netter  has  ever  been  of  the 
strictest.  Latterly  in  both  the  North  and  the 
South  Esk  the  finnock  fishing  has  dropped  off 
very  greatly  from  the  water  having  become  much 
too  low.” 


Our  Tay  correspondent  writes: — “We  have 
had  almost  a  fortnight  of  an  uninterrupted  spell 
of  excellent  weather,  and  for  this  advanced  time 
of  the  early  season  the  angling  in  consequence  has 
been  very  good.  Stobhallthis  past  week  yielded 
some  fine  angling,  redeeming  in  a  measure  its 
record  for  the  season  so  far.  The  upper  waters 
of  the  river  as  well  as  the  loch  continue  even  yet 
to  fish  well.  The  Tummel  for  the  present  is 
doing  not  bad.  This  is  the  best  time  for  it,  how¬ 
ever.  The  other  day  I  saw  a  beauty  that  had 
been  got  on  it  weighing  between  301b.  and  401b., 
killed  by  a  keeper.  The  Earn  keeps  in  good 
fishing  order,  but  I  hear  of  little  being  got  in  it 
beyond  a  few  whitling  in  the  lower  reaches.  All 
the  rivers  hereabouts  are  getting  just  rather  low 
by  reason  of  the  continued  drought  with  a  little 
frost  prevailing  overnight.  A  “wee  drap  ”  of 
rain  would  do  lots  of  good.  The  killing  flies  on 
the  Tay  are  the  usual  patterns,  although  with 
this  low  clear  water  an  Olive  is  used  as  a  success¬ 
ful  substitute  for  some  of  the  more  fancy  ones. 
On  the  Tummel  the  killing  pattern  is  the  yellow, 
red,  and  blue  body ;  blue  hackle ;  Guinea  fowl 
shoulder;  mixed  wing,  mostly  composed  of  brown 
turkey — called  by  some  the  Tummel  fly,  by  others 
the  Wood,  from  being  named  after  an  angler  of 
past  renown  on  the  river.  In  my  reports  I  do 
not  throw  the  hammer  as  some  do,  but  I  know 
some  lads  here  that  throw  it  a  fell  bit.  Several 
yellow  trout  are  being  got  daily,  and  fairish  takes 
of  whitlinff  obtained  on  the  open  water  and  tide¬ 
way  near  Perth.”  _ 

Sport  with  salmon  has  now  been  had  on  both 
Awe  and  Orchy  in  Ai’gyllshire.  Quite  a  fort¬ 
night  ago  the  Orchy  yielded  its  first  fish  of  the 
season  to  an  angler  from  Dalmally  Hotel,  and  it 
is  now  more  than  a  week  since  the  Awe  yielded 
its  first  salmon  for  1893  to  the  rod  of  an  angler 
out  from  Taynuilt  Hotel. 


Colin  Gunn, of  Brora,  writes : — “  What  an  awful 
otter  that  was — that  one  of  331b.  weight — that 
our  friend  Archie  Harper  got  on  the  Thurso 
recently.  Do  you  imagine  that  he  might  have 
eaten  what  Archie’s  famous  trout  left  of  the  old 
hay-cutting  machine  ?  My  wife,  who  is  about 
4ft.  lliu.  round  the  waist,  is  most  anxious  that  I 
should  try  and  buy  the  skin  of  the  heastie,  as  she 
thinks  it  would  fit  her  pretty  nicely  for  a  jacket. 
I  note  your  writings  anent  the  rivers — very  good  ; 
but  you  are  just  somewhat  too  hard  on  the  Duke, 
who  I  am  convinced  is  anxious  to  do  the  best  he 
can  for  his  rivers.”  _ 


A  CORRESPONHENT  Writes  : — “  Can  you  tell  me 
anything  about  the  difference  of  food  and  feeding 
habits  of  the  yellow  or  brown  trout  and  the  sea- 
trout  ?  Sea-trout  seem  to  feed  in  cold  weather, 
because  often  they  are  in  the  beat  of  condition 
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ill  the  coldest  time  of  the  year,  and  then  I  have 
noticed  them  rise  to  fly  when  the  yellow  trout 
would  not  move.  The  latter  are  wholly  out  of 
condition  early  in  the  year,  and  will  not  take  fly  at 
all  scarcely,  although  they  take  the  worm  greedily 
enough.  The  sea-trout  fresh  in  from  the  sea  are, 
at  this  time,  in  perfect  condition,  and  rise  with 
great  avidity  to  the  fly  when  conditions  are 
favourable.  Do  the  two  fish  feed  in  the  fresh 
water  on  different  sorts  of  food — so  different  the 
one’s  from  the  other’s  as  to  account  for  the 
differences  of  their  condition  and  inclination  to 
take  baits  at  one  and  the  same  time  of  the  year  ?” 

L.\st  week  a  couple  of  anglers  had  five  fine 
troutoneday  on  Loch  Tummel,  aggregating  121b., 
besides  pike.  The  early  trouting  on  this  noted 
loch  for  large  trout  appears  to  be  looking  up 
well.  With  a  drop  of  rain  to  freshen  the  water 
there  would,  no  doubt,  be  fine  sport  afterwards, 
given  only  genial  weather. 


Tjie  Kinross-shire  Fishing  Club  held  theirannual 
meeting  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  last  week, 
when,  from  the  financial  statement,  the  club  was 
shown  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Mr  W.  B. 
Constable,  of  Bennarty,  was  elected  president  for 
the  year  ;  Mr  Macdonald,  Alloa,  vice  president, 
and  Mr.  Steedman,  banker,  Kinross,  secretary 
and  treasurer. 


Tke  average  weight  of  eight  fish  killed  on  two 
days  on  Loch  Tay  last  week  was  231b.,  which  is 
certainly  a  remarkable  average. 


For  the  fortnight  just  ended  (taking  the  whole 
of  the  net  salmon  fishings  in  sea,  estuary,  and 
river  over  all  Scotland,  into  account)  the  yield  of 
salmon  from  Scotch  waters  has  been  greatly 
below — indeed  little  more  than  half — that  of  the 
previous  fortnight.  _ 

J.  Y,,  SuTUERL,A.NDsniRE,  writes: — “A  note  on  the 
high  temperatureof  last  week,  abnormally  high  for 
IMarch,  may  interest  some  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
readers.  Though  slight  frost  was  experienced  at 
night,  the  daily  shaded  maxima  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Sunday  were  60°,  64°,  63°,  64°,  and  63°  respect- 
tively.  Trout  were  rising  freely  to  the  fly,  and  on 
successive  evenings  several  nice  sized  ones  were 
killed  by  Masters  William  and  Charles  Batters, 
and  Mr  E.  Macpherson.  Be  stocking  of  Loch 
Beannoch  with  Loch  Levens,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  of  the  2000  yearlings  turned  into  that  loch 
in  May  two  years  ago,  very  few  have  been  caught 
with  the  fly.  It  is  believed  that  a  good  many  of 
the  youngsters  before  they  had  time  to  take  in 
their  surroundings  fell  a  prey  to  the  divers  and 
saw-bills  that  are  frequent  visitors  to  Beannoch.” 


Our  Ross-shire  correspondent  writes: — “The 
salmon  fishing  on  River  Conon  has  been  excep¬ 
tionally  good  this  season.  On  Brahan  waters 
the  catch  up  to  date  has  been  much  larger  than 
for  same  period  in  former  years,  and  higher  waters 
are  also  doing  well.  Twenty-two  fish,  averaging 
71b.  each,  have  already  been  landed  on  Brahan 
waters,  Mr.  Hopwood  having  twelve  in  five  days, 
and  five  in  one  day.  The  fish  appear  in  fine 
condition,  and  prospects  for  the  season  are  very 
encouraging.  On  the  Alness  some  good  fishing  is 
also  being  had  on  the  lower  waters,  the  right  to 
fishing  which  now  belongs  to  Major  Mackenzie,  of 
Dalmore,  who  recently  purchased  Dalmore 
grounds  from  Sir  K.  J.  Matheson,  of  Ardross, 
through  whose  property  the  greater  part  of  Alness 
river  belongs.”  _ 


From  the  Upper  Spey  I  hear  that  there  is  still 
little  doing,  a  couple  of  fish  or  so  being  the  most 
to  be  got  in  a  day.  A  good  many  fish,  however, 
have  now  pushed  up  into  the  waters  almost  as  high 
as  Grantown,  and  it  is  therefore  expected  that 
after  the  next  spate  sport  will  greatly  improve. 

Ay  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  : — “  I  saw  a 
most  handsome  salmon,  weighing  381b.,  from  the 
Don  nets  last  week.  It  was  not  the  length  of  the 
salmon  box,  which  was  3ft.  7in.,  so  you  can  infer 
how  broad  and  plump  it  was.  Sea-trout  are  still 
very  scarce,  hardly  one  being  got  even  by  the  nets. 
1  noted  one  very  peculiar  specimen  weighing 
2iBb.  which  came  in  from  the  netsmen  ;  it  had 
been  sent  in  as  a  grilse,  but  it  would  not  answer 


for  he  first  one  of  the  season,  which  it  appears  has 
not  yet  turned  up.  The  head  was  that  of  a  sea- 
trout  and  spots  indicative  of  the  trout  were 
prominent  on  it,  although  its  tail  and  other  parts 
were  quite  up  to  the  salmon.  The  fishing  mean¬ 
time  both  here  and  in  the  Moray  and  Dornoch 
Firths  is  rather  poor  at  present,  and  far  below 
that  of  last  year  up  to  this  date  it  also  is.  The 
Don  fishing  is,  however,  quite  up  to  last  year’s 
for  the  same  length  of  time. 


The  first  salmon  of  the  season  on  Lord 
Abinger’s  fine  river,  the  Spean,  was  got  on 
Friday  week  past.  Sport,  it  is  expected,  will 
come  on  very  well  soon  in  consequence  of  the 
remarkably  fine  weather  which  is  being  ex¬ 
perienced.  Mr.  Hollins  and  friend  arrived  for 
the  fishing  last  week.  _ 

Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes  : — “  Very 
few  fish  were  got  in  the  river  this  week,  largely 
owing  to  the  water  having  become  so  low  and 
clear.  Mr.  Johnston’s  netters  are  not  averaging 
more  than  eight  a  day.  There  is  also  an 
unwonted  scarcity  of  fish  all  round  the  coast.  A 
few  sea-trout  are  getting,  and  they  in  good 
strength  promise  to  be  forward  exceptionally 
early,  'out,  in  marked  contrast,  there  is  still  no 
appearance  of  any  grilse.  The  rods  have  done 
positively  nothing  for  some  time.  Kelts  still 
remain  in  the  river  without  showing  any  signs  of 
wanting  to  descend.  From  feeding  well  they  are 
now  getting  very  clear  and  well-mended,  hence 
by  some  anglers  they  are  mistaken  for  clean  fish. 
It  will  require  a  great  deal  of  rain  before  the 
fishing  can  be  up  to  much  again.” 


G.  M.  M,,  Deeside,  writes:  —  “Sir  Wm. 
Brooks,  during  the  past  few  weeks,  presented  the 
engine-drivers,  stokers,  and  guards  on  the 
Deeside  railway,  to  the  number  of  over  a  score, 
with  a  salmon  apiece,  Mr.  Davidson,  Wellwood, 
has  sub-let  the  first  fortnight  of  his  Glen  Tana 
beat  for  the  sum  of  £60.  This  is  at  the  rate  of 
£5  per  day.  The  Dee  and  Don  fishery  proprietors 
are  to  oppose  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
to  grant  licences  to  fishermen  to  fish  for  salmon 
on  the  coast.  The  past  week  has  been  the 
poorest  since  the  season  opened,  considering  that 
anglers  are  not  being  kept  off  the  water  by  storm 
or  frost.  The  returns  from  the  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board’s  stations  show  only  about  half  last  year’s 
yield.  In  the  face  of  these  considerations  the 
spring  has  evidently  passed  its  best.  With  a 
rain  flood  the  fish  would  be  again  drawn  on  to  the 
coast,  and,  moreover,  a  good  head  of  early  grilse 
might  accompany  them.  Duncan,  fishery  in¬ 
spector,  has  been  feeding  his  young  Loch  Levens, 
and  with  marked  success.  His  first  deposits  of 
salmon  eggs  have  all  hatched  out  most  beauti¬ 
fully,  and  the  latest  laid  down  are  all  fully  eyed. 
The  new  water  supply  is  now  working  well.” 


Mr.  Archibald  Harper  writes  from  Thurso 
and  Loch  More  : — “  The  weather  has  kept  excep¬ 
tionally  fine  for  the  past  fortnight.  Angling  and 
farming  interests  are  often  at  cross  purposes  ;  so 
it  is  here  at  present.  The  fields  are  getting  into 
fine  condition  for  sowing,  while  the  river  is 
getting  too  low  for  angling.  Last  week  was  pro¬ 
ductive  of  sport  in  a  middling  degree,  the  best 
days  being  Thursday  and  Friday,  when  eight  and 
ten  fish  were  killed.  A  gale  of  wind  on  Sunday 
made  the  loch  quite  muddy.  The  worst  of  it  is 
there  are  no  fish  to  be  seen  or  caught  on  the 
coast.  The  nets  on  the  west  side  of  Thurso  Bay 
were  doing  next  to  nothing  ;  lately  they  had  only 
one  fish  for  the  whole  week.  No  doubt  a  good 
many  fish  are  ready  to  come  up  the  river  as  soon 
as  a  spate  comes  to  draw  them  in  from  deep 
water,  where  they  are  now  taking  up  their 
quarters.  Immense  quantities  of  halibut  have 
been  landed  lately  at  Scrabster  by  the  fishermen, 
some  boats  having  from  £30  to  £40  worth  of 
these  fish  at  one  haul.  Cod,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  almost  disappeared  ;  both  are  unprecedented 
occurrences.  I  caugh  a  fresh  run  sea-trout  at 
Halkirk  Bridge  the  other  day.  This  is  the 
earliest  I  have  ever  heard  of.” 


I  learn  that  the  Thurso  hatchery  has  turned  out 
a  signal  success,  and  for  this  l\Ir.  Archibald  Harper 
undoubtedly  deserves  a  lot  of  credit.  The  heavy 


stock  of  last  autumn’s  ova  has  now  hatched  out  with 
a  loss  of  a  trifle  under  4  per  cent.  This  comes  up 
to  about  the  best  success  ever  attained  in  Scotland 
in  the  hatch-out  of  a  large  quantity  of  salmon 
ova.  The  fry  in  the  rearing  ponds  of  the  Thurso 
hatchery  are  doing  splendidly,  and  will  soon  be 
turned  out  to  make  room  for  this  year’s  hatch. 


Our  Spey  correspondent  writes  : — “  When  it 
became  known  that  Mr.  Edward,  of  Craigellachie, 
was  the  prosecutor  in  the  Spey  fishing  case, 
reported  last  week,  many  were  taken  by  surprise, 
as  it  was  known  that  Mr.  Edward  was  in  favour 
of  fishing  rights.  It  is  but  right  to  state  that  the 
action  was  not  sought  by  him,  but  that,  under  the 
terms  of  the  present  lease,  held  by  Major  Grant, 
of  Glengrant,  who  leased  the  water  from  the  then 
proprietor  (the  Duke  of  Fife),  Mr.  Edward  had 
no  other  alternative  but  to  prosecute.  It  is  also 
but  fair  to  state  that  Major  Grant  would  in  all 
probability  never  have  forced  the  prosecution  had 
the  defenders  not  made  themselves,  as  is  reported, 
aggressive.  It  is  no  use  at  present  for  anglers  to 
bring  themselves  into  conflict  with  proprietors  or 
lessees.  The  case  has  been  decided  against  the 
public,  and  until  it  is  otherwise,  it  is  most  politic 
for  anglers  to  be  at  least  courteous,  and  we  are 
safe  to  say  no  one  will  order  them  off  the  water 
for  fishing  for  trout.  Had  the  defenders  acted  in 
this  spirit  when  asked  to  desist,  then  the  defender’s 
appeal  case  would  have  been  doubly  strenthened 
in  the  estimation  of  the  public.  At  the  same 
time,  what  the  public  have  really  to  bear  in  mind 
at  present  regarding  the  Spey  are  the  main  issues 
in  the  Arndilly  case,  and  to  see  that  their  atten¬ 
tion  is  not  diverted,  even  temporarily,  by  any 
side  issue.  Baillie  Macdougall,  Rothes,  president 
of  the  Speyside  Trout  Fishers’  Association,  has 
received  a  cheijue  for  £3,  voted  to  the  association 
by  the  AV^verley  Angling  Club,  Edinburgh.” 


On  the  earliest  of  the  lochs  of  the  central 
Highland  districts  of  Scotland,  the  trouting  has 
been  going  on  for  some  time,  and,  so  far,  with 
fair  promise,  but  as  yet  very  few  of  the  trout 
approach  prime  condition,  except,  perhaps,  in 
Loch  Leven  and  Loch  Tummel,  on  which,  as  on 
Loch  Awe  and  the  lochs  of  the  Trossachs  district, 
a  good  many  anglers  from  the  south  have  been  out. 
Up  to  now  few  have  visited,  and  little  has  been 
done  in  trouting  on  the  lochs  of  Inverness-shire, 
Ross-shire,  Cromarty,  Sutherland,  and  Caithness. 


Even  with  the  phenominal  abundance  of  sun¬ 
shine  which  has  been  experienced  for  the  past 
three  weeks,  nothing  to  approach  a  real  rise  of 
fly  has  yet  been  brought  up  on  Tay,  North  Esk, 
Dean,  Isla,  Don,  Deveron,  Ythan,  Findhorn,  and 
other  prime  early  trouting  streams,  but  a  week 
hence  the  rise  should  be  well  on  in  the  event  of 
more  moisture,  accompanied  by  warmth,  taking 
the  place  of  the  hard,  bare,  sunshiny  days,  with 
frost  overnight,  which  have  ruled  for  almost  a 
month.  For  the  lower  and  middle  reaches  of  all 
the  streams  named,  the  best  time  of  all,  as  a  rule, 
is  between  the  middle  of  April  and  the  middle  of 
May.  On  a  number  of  the  more  southerly  rivers 
and  streams  of  Scotland,  a  fair  show  of  fly,  bring¬ 
ing  up  the  trout,  has  been  on,  and  anglers  in 
consequence  have  had  fair  sport. 


During  the  past  month  and  the  first  week  of  the 
present  month,  the  salmon  angling  on  the  Inver- 
cauld  Hotel  water,  Ballater,  and  the  Cambus 
O’May  sections  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  proved 
by  far  the  best  obtained  in  Scotland.  On  the 
former  reach  alone,  close  upon  three  hundred  fish 
have  already  been  caught  this  season. 


The  Brora,  Sutherlandshire,  is  completely 
eclipsing  its  renowned  rival,  the  Helmsdale,  this 
spring.  Early  this  week  Mr.  Gunnis,  Gordon- 
bush,  who  has  fished  little  more  than  a  month, 
landed  his  hundredth  salmon.  In  seven  days’ 
angling  he  totalled  forty-one.  The  Balnacoil  rod 
had  thirteen  and  fourteen  fish  respectively  on  two 
successive  days  last  week.  Friday  last  old 
“  Eddam  ”  Robertson  netted  Loch  Brora,  and  at 
one  haul  brought  ashore  between  two  and  three 
hundred  fine  fish.  On  the  tideway  and  lower 
lengths  that  nonpareil  angler,  the  genial  Pro¬ 
fessor,  was  out  along  with  others,  and  got  fine 
takes  of  trout. 
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A  GRAND  fish  of  351b.  -weight  was  caught  on  the 
29th  of  last  month  by  the  rod  on  the  Cruives 
pool  of  the  River  Shin”  Sutherlandshire. 


The  first  grilse  for  this  year  in  Scotch  waters 
has  not  yet  come  to  the  net  or  the  rod,  but  daily 
it  is  now  looked  for.  Sea-trout  have  come  forward 
unusually  early,  and  this  is  all  the  more  wonderful 
in  view  of  the  extraordinary  lowness  of  the  rivers, 
arising  from  the  long  continued  drought,  con¬ 
tinual  strong  sunshine  during  the  day,  and  keen 
frost  overnight.  These  conditions  have  served 
to  continue  the  kelts  in  the  rivers,  and  also  to  keep 
them  from  shoaling  as  they  do  about  this  season 
when  fresh  rain  first  comes  to  raise  a  bit  and 
freshen  the  water.  S  molts  are  now  beginning  to 
show,  but  as  yet  there  is  no  strength  of  them 
moving  seaward  ;  indeed,  it  is  only  ten  days  ago 
that  we  heard  of  the  first  which  had  developed 
from  the  parr  into  the  smolt  by  donning  the 
silvery  (marine)  dress. 


McBouncer  writes  : — “  This  week  Sir  Charles 
Lockhart  Ross,  Bart.,  of  Balnagown,  attains  his 
majority  and  enters  into  possession  of  one  of  the 
most  important  estates  in  the  Highlands.  The 
popularity  of  the  young  laird  was  amply  testified 
on  Tuesday,  his  twenty-first  birthday,  by  the 
enthusiastic  outburst  of  public  rejoicing  mani¬ 
fested  all  over  the  estate.  At  night  the  heavens 
were  illuminated  by  fireworks  and  bonfires  on 
various  lofty  eminences  all  over  the  country. 
Perhaps  the  most  unique  bonfire  of  all  was  the 
huge  pile  reared  by  the  Strathcarron  crofters  on 
the  summit  of  Cairnsmerst  at  an  altitude  of 
2000  feet  above  the  sea,  and  visible  over  seven  or 
eight  counties,  from  Cape  Wrath  to  the  southern 
shores  of  the  Moray  Firth.  In  these  days  of 
Land  Leaguism  and  other  ‘  isms  ’  antagonistic  to 
landlordism,  it  is  refreshing  to  see  the  crofters 
display  their  continued  attachment  to  a  laird  who 
is  the  representative  of  an  ancient  house  and  of 
an  historic  name.  Five  centuries  ago  the  clan 
Ross  was  at  the  zenith  of  its  power,  the  then  Earl 
of  Ross  being  paramount  over  a  large  area  of  the 
north  of  Scotland,  but  owing  to  insurrection  and 
other  causes  peculiar  to  those  turbulent  times, 
the  titles  were  forfeited  and  large  portions  of 
their  vast  dominions  confiscated.  A  good  slice  of 
the  county  of  Ross,  however,  shill  remains  in  the 
possession  of  the  clan ;  the  Balnagown  estate 
alone  covers  over  1(35,400  acres,  and  is,  among 
Highland  properties,  next  in  extent  to  that  owned 
by  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  Young  Balnagown,  who 
we  understand  is  to  be  married  shortly,  is  a 
strapping  specimen  of  a  Highlander,  who  wears 
the  garb  of  Old  Gaul  summer  and  winter.  He 
has  already  distingnished  himself  at  stone  and 
hammer  throwing,  and  other  manly  exercises. 
He  has  quite  a  collection  of  trophies  in  the  shape 
of  cups,  medals,  &c.,  won  at  amateur  athletic 
competitions  at  Oxford  and  elsewhere.  He  is 
very  popular  with  the  crofters,  in  whom  he  already 
evinces  much  interest,  and,  so  far  as  can  be  fore¬ 
seen  by  cnrrent  events.  Sir  Charles  Ross’s  popu¬ 
larity  is  not  likely  to  diminish.’’ 


Spey  correspondent  writes  further  : — “  Since 
writing  you  the  foregoing  yesterday  I  learn  that 
quite  a  storm  of  indignation  has  been  raised  in 
Rothes  over  the  fact  that  on  Saturday  last  no 
fewer  than  half  a  dozen  peaceable  trout  anglers 
were  turned  off  the  Aikenway  water  by  order  of 
the  proprietor,  one  of  the  six — a  well-known  local 
solicitor — having  been  turned  off  by  the  pro¬ 
prietor  himself.  The  anglers  wei’e  told  they  had 
no  right  to  be  there  in  the  meantime.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  this  will  very  materially  aid  the 
defender’s  case.  _ 


“  The  hatching  out  at  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon’s  hatchery  at  Fochabers  proceeds 
apace,  and  with  very  gratifying  results.  The  ova 
deposited  in  November  last  have  almost  all 
hatched  out,  and  will  be  ready  for  the  river  about 
the  middle  of  next  month.  That  the  tiny  fish  are 
in  a  healthy  state  and  doina:  splendidly  is  appa¬ 
rent  from  the  fact  that,  for  a  week  after  hatching 
out,  not  more  than  one  in  every  twenty  thousand 
succumbed.  There  were  also  deposits  in  December 
and  January.  The  hatchery  is  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  Scotland,  from  400,000  to  1-50,000  ova 
having  been  deposited.” 


Inverness  correspondent  writes : — “  Loch  Ness, 
owing  to  the  dry  weather  of  the  past  month,  is 
two  feet  below  normal  summer  level,  but  still  an 
occasional  fish  is  got  off  it.  Mr.  Davis  was 
rather  successful  last  week,  landing  three  on 
Saturday,  one  a  beauty  of  271b.  Besides  the 
above  he  had  an  occasional  fish  during  the  week. 
Mr.  Chisholm  also  had  a  few  to  his  rod.  This 
season  Lord  Lovat  had  a  few  applications  from 
the  villagers  of  Fort  Augustus  for  the  liberty  of 
fishing  for  salmon  on  Loch  Ness,  and  I  understand 
that  on  payment  of  £5  rent  a  licence  was  granted 
on  each  occasion.  Mr.  Douglas  landed  a  few 
nice  fish  last  week,  and  Mr.  Imray  a  small  one 
on  Saturday.  On  Monday  Mrs.  Davis  landed  a 
little  fish  of  8^11).,  and  Mr.  Chisholm  had  another 
small  one.  Fishing  for  Lord  Berkeley  Paget, 
on  River  Garry  and  Loch  Oich.  Mr.  Angus 
McDonell  landed  some  splendid  fish  last  w-eek, 
including  a  few  very  heavy  ones.  Angling  on 
this  water  will  be  at  a  discount  till  we  have  a 
spell  of  wet  weather.” 


GEORGE  COLE  BAINBRIDGE^S 
DRESSINGS  OP  ARTIFICIAL 
FLIES. 

{Continued  from  'page  207.) 


The  Little  Yellow  May,  or  Willow  Fly, 
resembles  the  Green  Drake  in  form,  and  is  com¬ 
posed  of  nearly  the  same  materials,  but  on  a 
much  smaller  scale.  The  body  of  yellow  fur 
from  the  martin’s  neck  ;  or  yellow  worsted  un¬ 
ravelled,  and  mixed  with  a  very  small  quantity 
of  the  fur  from  the  hare’s  ear,  so  arranged  that 
the  yellow  shall  predominate  as  the  colour  of  the 
belly;  wings  of  the  mallard’s  feather,  dyed 
yellow,  or  it  may  be  made  as  a  hackle  fly,  with  a 
white  cock’s  feather,  dyed  of  the  same  shade  of 
yellow.  This  fly  comes  on  early  in  May,  and  is 
the  percursor  of  the  Green  Drake,  until  the 
appearance  of  which  it  may  be  used  with  success. 

A  little  brown  fly,  which  appears  in  June  and 
continues  until  September,  is  a  good  fly  before 
sunset  in  a  warm  evening.  The  body  of  dark 
brown  fur,  ribbed  with  orange  silk,  and  a  hackle, 
of  a  greenish  tinge,  from  the  back  of  a  wood¬ 
pecker  or  dusky-green  parrot. 

There  is  another  brown-winged  fly  which  is 
frequently  seen  during  the  months  of  June,  July, 
and  August.  The  body  is  of  dark  blue  fur, 
mixed  with  a  portion  of  black  sheep’s  wool,  and 
a  dark  cock’s  hackle  for  legs.  It  is  a  good  fly  in 
still  water,  where  it  playfully  skims  the  surface, 
somewhat  in  the  manner  of  the  Harry  Long-legs. 

The  Brown  Dun. — The  form  of  this  fly  re¬ 
sembles  the  Blue  Dun,  but  it  is  rather  less  in  size. 
The  body  is  made  of  otter’s  fur,  mixed  with 
lemon-coloured  mohair  ;  a  ginger  hackle  Cor  legs, 
and  the  wings  from  a  fieldfare.  This,  as  well  as 
all  the  dun  flies  of  the  same  form,  is  a  great 
favourite  of  the  trout,  and  is  taken  principally  in 
the  evening,  towards  the  approach  of  dusk. 

The  Green  Drake,  or  May  Fly,  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  of  our  English  insects,  and  is 
taken  with  avidity  by  the  trout  and  chub,  being  a 
bait  that  they  are  remarkably  fond  of.  These 
flies  are  to  be  found  in  the  greatest  plenty  on 
sandy,  gravelly  rivulets  or  brooks,  and  also  on 
some  large  rivers  and  pools ;  but  their  favourite 
haunts  are  most  commonly  the  smaller  streams, 
where  they  are  to  be  used  with  the  best  success. 
They  appear  about  May  20,  and  continue  for 
nearly  a  month. 

The  wings  stand  erect  upon  the  back,  and  vary 
in  the  tints  of  yellow  in  different  flies.  The 
body  is  long,  slender,  and  taper  towards  the  tail, 
from  the  end  of  which  spring  the  forked  whisks, 
which,  turning  up  towards  the  back,  give  the 
name  of  Green  Drake  to  this  fly.  The  body  is 
made  of  hog’s  down  or  light  bear’s  hair,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  yellow  mohair,  or  of  barber’s  yellow 
silk  only,  warped  with  pale  floss  silk,  and  a  small 
strip  of  peacock’s  harl  for  the  head.  A  bittern  s 
hackle  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  imitation 
of  the  legs  and  dark  stripes  of  the  body  ;  and  for 
the  tail  the  long  hairs  of  sable  or  fitchet  are  most 
appropriate.  As  no  natural  feather  approaches 
the  resemblance  of  the  wings  of  this  fly,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  art  for  the  imitation, 
which  may  be  successfully  produced  by  dyeing  the 
spotted  feathers  of  a  mallard  yellow,  for  which 


purpose  a  variety  of  recipes  have  been  given. 
This  fly  kills  extremely  well  at  all  hours  of  the 
day,  particularly  in  still  water. 

The  Blue  Blow  is  one  of  the  smallest  flies 
worthy  the  angler’s  notice,  nevertheless,  it  must 
claim  his  particular  attention,  as  when  the  water 
is  low  it  is  an  excellent  killer,  and  when  these 
insects  appear  in  large  quantities  the  trout  are 
extremely  active  in  devouring  them.  It  is  hardly 
possible  to  dress  this  fly  upon  too  small  a  hook ;  the 
body  should  be  made  of  any  very  dark  blue  fur, 
or  of  a  peewit’s  topping,  as  its  appearance  on  the 
water  exactly  resembles  a  lump  of  soot ;  the 
wings  may  be  made  of  thistle-down,  or  a  bluish- 
white  hackle.  It  is  a  summer  fly,  but  is  most 
abundant  during  the  first  fortnight  in  August, 
when — at  about  one  o’clock  in  the  day — the  water 
is  covered  with  them. 

The  Black  Midge  is  another  very  minute  fly, 
and  is  dressed  with  brownish-black  silk  for_  the 
body,  and  a  blue  cock’s  hackle  over  it.  It  is  chiefly 
to  be  used  as  a  dropper,  when  the  water  is  fine,  and 
is  taken  freely  after  a  shower  of  rain,  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Gray  Drake  generally  succeeds  the  Green 
Drake,  although  they  are  to  be  seen  together  in 
equal  quantities.  Its  duration  is  about  a  fort¬ 
night  ;  and  it  is  to  be  found  on  almost  all  waters, 
whether  large  or  small,  rapid  or  otherwise. 

It  is  an  excellent  fly  for  attracting  large  fish, 
and  may  be  used  from  three  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  until  dusk.  In  form  and  size  it  resembles 
the  May-fly,  but  in  colour  it  is  very  different. 
The  body  'is  to  be  made  of  dirty  white  ostrich 
harl,  or  cream-coloured  crewel,  dressed  with  flesh- 
coloured  silk,  and  ribbed  with  a  dark  grizzled 
cock’s  hackle ;  the  head  to  be  formed  of  peacock’s 
harl,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Green  Drake; 
the  wings  of  the  mottled  feather  of  the  mallard 
or  mallal’d-teal,  provided  it  be  not  very  dark;  and 
the  tail  of  the  hair  of  sable  or  fitchet’s  tail.  This 
fly  should  be  thrown  directly  over  the  fish,  and 
so  managed,  if  possible,  that  the  wings  may  not 
touch  the  water. 

The  Peacock  Fly  comes  on  early  in  the  season, 
and  is  an  excellent  fly  on  gloomy  days  through- 
out  the  year.  The  body  is  made  of  dark  peacock 
harl,  the  wings  from  the  feathers  of  the  starling, 
and  made  to  lie  fiat  on  the  back ;  a  grizzled 
hackle  for  legs,  to  be  dressed  with  mulberry- 
coloured  silk.  _ 

The  Cinnamon  Fly  has  four  wings,  which  are 
large  in  proportion  to  the  body.  They  should  be 
dressed  full,  and  made  from  the  pale  reddish- 
brown  feathers  of  a  hen,  which  approach  the 
colour  of  cinnamon  ;  the  body  of  any  dark-brown 
fur,  and  a  ginger  hackle  for  legs. 

The  S.and  Fly.— This  may  be  considered  as 
one  of  the  best  flies  for  affording  diversion  which 
can  possibly  be  selected,  for  it  niay  be  used 
successfully  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  from  April  to 
the  end  of  September,  and  is  equally  alluring  to 
trout  and  grayling. 

Whilst  on  the  borders  of  Yorkshire,  where,  as 
well  as  in  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland,  the 
snipe’s  wing  and  golden  plover’s  feathers,  dressed 
as  hackles,  without  dubbed  bodies,  are  the 
favourite  flies,  the  writer  was  induced  by  the 
recommendation  of  an  experienced  angler  to  try 
them.  During  the  morning  the  weight  and 
number  of  fish  taken  were  nearly  equal,  say  from 
three  to  four  pounds  each.  Not  satisfied  with 
this  diversion,  as  the  fish  were  eagerly  rising  at 
something,  the  idea  of  trying  the  sand-fly  sug¬ 
gested  itself,  the  consequence  of  which  expeiumeiR 
was,  in  a  very  short  time,  a  pannier  well  filled  with 
fine  trout,  amounting  in  weight  to  nearly  loio , 
whilst  the  other  party,  well  acquainted  with  the 
river,  had  not  caught  half  the  weight.  His 
astonishment  at  this  success  was  extreme,  as  he 
said  he  was  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
fly.  Indeed,  so  prejudiced  are  the  generality  of 
the  fishermen  of  these  counties  in  favour  of  the 
flies  made  from  the  snipe  and  plover  (which  they 
regard  as  incomparable),  that  almost  every  other 
description  is  neglected  by  them. 

The  wings  are  made  from  the  sandy-coloured 
feather  of  the  landrail’s  wing,  with  a  ginger 
hackle  for  legs  ;  and  the  bright  sandy-coloured 
fur  from  the  hare’s  neck,  mixed  with  a  very 
small  quantity  of  orange-coloured  mohair  for  the 
bodv ;  or  if  dressed  as  a  hackle,  the  feathers  from 
under  the  throstle’s  wing  are  nearest  the  colour 
of  the  wings  of  the  fly.  . 

The  Gre.at  Red  Si’INNEr  is  to  be  used  with 
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effect  all  the  year,  particularly  when  the  water  is 

clearing  after  a  flood,  and  is  of  a  dark  brown  or 
red  colour,  those  under  are  transparent  and  of  a 
Uue  shade.  It  may  be  made  with  a  starling’s 
feather,  and  red  hackle  for  the  wings,  and  seal’s 
fur  or  hog’s  down,  dyed  red,  and  mixed  with 
brown  mohair,  for  the  body.  Or  it  may  be 
dressed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Marlow 
Buzz,  which  is  a  fly  of  a  similar  description, 
but  rounder  in  form  and  thicker  in  body, 
for  this  fly  the  copper-coloured  feather  of  the 
peacock  s  tail  is  used  for  the  body,  and  the  in¬ 
estimable  cock’s  hackle,  which  is  of  perfect  red, 
having  a  black  stripe  down  the  middle,  wound 
pretty  full  over  the  body.  This  and  the  Sand 
Ily,  before  described,  may  be  considered 
standard  flies. 

Ihe  Pale  Evening  Dun  approximates  to  a 
yellow,  and  is  taken  extremely  well  late  in  the 
evening  of  a  calm  summer’s  day.  The  body  is 
made  cf  martins’  yellow  fur,  with  a  little  mouse’s 
fur  mixed  iwitli  it;  the  wings  of  the  mallard’s 
feather,  dyed  of  a  very  pale  yellow,  or  with  a  pale 
ginger  cock’s  hackle.  The  same  process  will 
answer  for  staining  this  colour  as  is  recommended 
for  the  Green  Drake,  but  it  must  not  be  allowed 
to  imbibe  too  deep  a  tinge. 

The  Blue  Gnat  is  a  small  delicate  fly,  and  an 
excellent  bait  for  grayling  in  the  months  of 
oeptember  and  October.  The  wings  must  be 
made  very  small,  from  the  snipe’s  wing  ;  or,  as  is 
equally  to  be  recommended  in  all  small  flies,  of  a 
hackle  of  a  bluish  dun  colour ;  the  body  of  dark 
moleskin,  wrapped  with  bright  purple  silk. 

IiiE  Oak  Fly,  Downlooker,  or  Canon  Fly,  is 
to  be  found  in  April,  May,  and  June,  on  ash 
trees,  oaks,  willows,  or  thorns,  growing  near  the 
water.  Its  head  is  always  pointed  downwards, 
whence  it  obtains  the  name  of  “Downlooker.” 
The  wings  are  short  in  proportion  to  the  body, 
and  he  flat  on  the  back.  The  colours  of  this  flv 
being  various  and  unequally  mixed,  make  the 
imitation  difficult.  The  head  of  the  fur  from  the 
hare  s  ear ;  body,  under  the  wings,  dun  fur,  in  the 
middle,  orange  and  yellow,  and  towards  the  tail, 
a  brownish  dun  ;  the  wings  from  the  feather  of  a 
yellowish-hrown  hen  ;  or  it  may  be  mtd3  with  a 
bittern  s  hackle  only,  without  wings.  It  is  an 
excellent  fly  for  dibbing  in  the  natural  state,  and 
using  artificially. 

The  Great  Black  Ant  commonly  appears  in 
warm  gloomy  weather,  from  the  middle  of  June 
to  the  latter  end  of  August.  The  ant  flies  are 
excellent  killers  from  eleven  o’clock  in  the  fore¬ 
noon  until  six  in  the  evening,  and  they  may  be 
used  in  still  water  as  well  as  streams.  'The  wings 
of  this  fly  are  made  of  the  lightest  blue  feather 
from  under  the  snipe’s  wing,  or  from  the  tom¬ 
tit  s  tail.  Some  make  them  of  thistle  down  ;  but 
its  want  of  durability  is  a  great  objection  to  the 
use  of  this  material,  unless  for  a  flv  that  remains 
on  the  water  for  a  very  short  time,  which  is  not 
the  case  with  the  ant  flies.  The  body  of  black 
ostrich  harl,  made  thick  at  the  tail,  and  under 
the  but  of  the  wings,  with  a  reddish-brown  hackle 
tor  legs. 

^  The  Great  Red  Ant  resembles  the  preceding 
in  size  and  form,  appears  about  the  same  time 
and  IS  to  be  used  during  the  same  hours  of  the 
day.^  Ihe  wings  are  to  be  made  of  a  light  star¬ 
ling  s  feather ;  body  in  the  same  manner  as 
described  for  the  black  ant,  of  gold-coloured 
mohair  or  copper-coloured  peacock’s  harl,  with  a 
ginger  hackle  tor  legs. 

Ihe  S.mall  Black  Ant. — Both  this  and  its 
companion  of  the  same  size  are  to  be  made  of  the 
same  materials  as  directed  for  the  large  ants,  but 
on  a  much  smaller  scale. 

Ihe  \  ellow  Sally  Fly  is  to  be  used  early  in 
May  being  one  of  the  flies  which  prepare  the  fish 
for  the  Green  and  Grey  Drakes.  In  appearance  it 
is  extremely  delicate.  The  wings,  which  are  four, 
he  fiat  on  the  back,  and  are  to  be  made  of  a  dried 
feather  or  hackle ;  the  body  of  yellow  martin’s 
fur,  crewel,  or  mohair. 

The  description  of  the  flies  being  here  con- 
eluded,  it  remains  only  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  reader  to  such  of  them  as  may  be  considered 
standard  flies,  and  of  which  he  ought  first  to 
make  a  trial,  when  he  visits  a  river  with  which 

should  have  two  lines 
with  three  flies  affixed  to  each.  For  the  first 
attempt  he  may  use  the  March  Brown  (or,  later 
in  the  season,  a  reduced  fly  of  the  same  form  and 
materials)  at  the  point,  with  a  dun  hackle,  having 
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the  body  light  or  dark  to  suit  the  day,  for  the  first 
dropper;  the  second  dropper  a  red  hackle  with 
peacock  body.  If  these  flies  do  not  raise  fish, 
after  trying  two  or  three  streams,  it  will  be 
advisable  to  change  them,  and  put  on  the  follow- 
viz.,  at  the  point  the  Sand  Fly ;  first  dropper, 
grouse  hackle  or  wren’s  tail  with  orange  body  ; 
second  dropper,  a  pale  yellow  or  cream-coloured 
hackle,  over  a  bluish  body,  or  one  of  the  ant  flies, 
as  a  variety  from  the  preceding  five.  The  bodies 
of  the  hackles  are  to  be  dressed  large  or  small,  in 
proportion  to  the  water.  With  some  of  these 
flies  an  experienced  angler  will  take  abundance 
of  fish  all  the  year  round,  and  it  will  be  time 
enough  for  him  to  change  them  when  he  shall 
correctly  have  ascertained  which  fly  is  the 
favourite  of  the  fish  for  the  time  being. 

No  fisherman  should  commence  his  operations 
in  the  morning  without  having  a  reserve  of  at 
least  triplicates  of  his  flies;  for  he  will  find  it 
extremely  mortifying,  should  accident  deprive 
him  of  a  particular  fly,  at  which  the  trout  were 
rising  freely,  not  to  have  another,  of  correspond¬ 
ing  colours  and  form,  to  substitute  in  its  place. 

Moms  FOR  Night  Fishing. 

Although  angling  by  night  has  a  close  affinity 
to  poaching,  and  as  such  is  beneath  the  notice  of 
a  gentleman,  yet,  as  in  extreme  droughts  during 
the  summer  months  it  may  be  difficult  to  procure 
a  dish  of  fine  fish,  however  urgent  the  necessity, 
and  as  this  method  is  decidedly  more  sportsman¬ 
like  than  the  use  of  the  net,  a  description  of  the 
two  baits  most  likely  to  succeed  is  subjoined,  for 
the  benefit  of  such  persons  as  may  choose,  for  the 
sake  of  a  dish  of  fish,  to  expose  themselves  to  the 
heavy  dew  of  a  summer’s  night. 

The  wings  of  the  White  Moth  are  made  from  the 
leather  of  a  white  owl ;  the  body  of  white  ostrich 
harl,  and  a  white  cock’s  hackle  over  it.  If  a 
gentle  be  added,  the  success  will  be  more  certain. 

The  wings  of  the  Brown  Moth  are  to  be  made 
from  the  wings  of  the  brown  owl,  or  the  back  of 
fea,thers  of  a  brown  hen  ;  the  body  of  dark  bear’s 
hair,  and  a  brown  cock’s  hackle  over  it.  A  cad- 
bait,  as  being  nearer  the  colour  of  the  body,  is 
preferable  to  a  gentle  for  this  fly. 

Both  these  moths  are  to  be  dressed  rather 
larger  than  the  Green  or  Grey  Drakes,  and  may 
be  used  until  the  approach  of  dawn.  The  fish 
will  be  heard  to  rise  at  them  very  distinctly,  at 
which  moment  the  angler  must  strike. 

Method  of  procuring  and  preserving  gentles. — 
lake  the  liver  of  any  animal,  and  hang  it  over  a 
barrel  half  full  of  dried  clay,  and  as  the  gentles 
grow  large  they  will  fall  into  the  barrel  and  scour 
tbetnselveS’ and  will  be  always  ready  for  use;  or, 
if  it  be  rf  quirf  d  to  k“ep  them  all  the  year,  pro- 
c  ime  some  dead  animal  which  is  fly-blown,  and 
when  the  gentles  begin  to  be  alive  and  stir,  bury 
the  carcase  and  them  together  in  soft  moist  earth, 
tree  irom  frost.  These  gentles  may  be  dug  out 
as  they  are  wanted,  and  will  be  fit  forme  until 
March,  at' which  time  they  will  turn  to  flies. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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Mr.  James  Meikle,  of  Penge,  caught  a  trout 
about  2 lb.  in  the  Darenth,  at  Farningham,  last 
Monday.  Its  stomach  contained  a  large  lump  of 
gristle,  and  the  wonder  is  how  the  fish  swallowed 
it,  and  how  it  lived  with  such  a  lump  in  it. 

Fishing  in  Brittanl. — In  reply  to  aqueryfrom 
a  correspondent  about  trout  fishing  in  Brittany,  I 
beg  to  say  that  there  is  very’  fair  fishing  in  the 
rivers  about  Pont-Aven,  in  Fiiiistcre,  in  April 
and  May;  also  at  Helgonat,  near  Brest.— S.  W. 
(English  Club,  Pau,  March  23).— FieW. 

Maggots  in  the  Gills  of  Cle.vn  Salmon.— I 
have  been  a  salmon  angler  for  the  last  fifty  years, 
and  have  had  a  deal  of  experience,  both  with  net 
and  rod,  with  clean  salmon  and  kelts,  and  have 
never  seen  maggots  in  the  gills  of  a  clean 
salmon  or  kelts  without  them.  There  is, 
however,  as  was  stated  in  the  Field,  a  fish 
of  the  salmon  family,  which  in  the  South  of 
Scotland  we  call  a  “  bull-trout,”  which  has  the 
maggots  in  the  gills  when  they  come  from  the 
sea,  and  are  easily  mistaken  for  salmon,  though 
they  lack  in  some  degree  the  pinky  colour  and 
flavour  of  the  real  thing.  I  have  seen  them  201b. 
weight.  R.  Kerr  (Gamekeeper,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
N.B,,  March  27).— Field. 


Another  Spey  Case. — An  action  of  interdict 
has  been  raised  in  the  Sheriff  Court  of  Banffshire, 
at  the  instance  of  David  Edward  of  Craigellacliie[ 
against  John  Hendry,  Excise  officer  there,  and 
\\  illiam  Hendry,  his  son,  to  prevent  them  from 
angling  or  fishing  for  trout  in  the  river  Spey 
between  the  banks  of  the  pursuer’s  estate  of 
Craigellachie.  The  pursuer  avers  that  on  Feb.  21 
and  March  4  and  6, 1893,  the  defenders  were  found 
fishing  in  the  river  ex  adverse  of  the  pursuer’s 
estate,  and  when  requested  to  desist,  refused  to  do 
so,  and  threatened  to  repeat  the  alleged  illegal  nets. 
The  decision  in  the  Court  of  Session  on  Feb.  16  is 
relied  upon  by  the  pursuer,  and  Sheriff  Grant  has 
issued  interim  interdict  as  craved. — S. — Field. 


^What  is  an  Unclean  Salmon  ? — Malqueeney,  a 
labourer,  was  some  time  ago  charged  before  a 
bench  of  the  Penh  justices,  with  having  in  his 
possession  an  unclean  salmon.  The  evidence 
showed  that  it  was  what  is  locally  known  as  a 
“rawner.”  The  justices  found  the  case  not 
proven,  on  the  ground  that  there  had  been  an  un¬ 
challenged  practice  in  the  Tay  of  taking  such 
fish.  The  Fishery  Board  appealed  to  the' Court 
ot  Session,  who  remitted  it  back  to  the  justices 
to  say  whether  or  not  in  point  of  fact  the  fish  was 
clean  or  unclean.  The  justices  took  up  the  remit 
last  I  riday,  and  resolved  to  add  a  statement  that 
they  were  not  satisfied  that  it  was  an  unclean 
fish.  Here  the  case  remains  for  the  present,  and 
the  question  has  yet  to  be  settled,  what  is  an 
unclean  salmon  .* 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British 
Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  1 6  Chancery-lane,  Holbom,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

3151.  C.  W.  Haueback,  of  Germany,  for  a  machine  for 
9010  D  manufacturing  of  fishing  hooks. 

•J-l-.  P.  Geen,  of  Davenham  Lodge,  Richmond, 
bnrrey,  for  a  new  or  improved  casting  creel 
or  fielder  for  angling  purposes  and  requisites. 


A  Good  Fish  I  aen. — Two  local  anglers  who  re¬ 
joiced  respectively  in  the  names  of  Herby  and  Chris 
were  in  the  habit  of  drowning  their  sorrows  in  the 
flowing  bowl  at  the  same  house  of  entertainment. 
One  evening  they  met  as  usual  among  a  circle  of 
boon  companions  in  the  bar  parlour  of  the  inn. 
“  Been  fishin’  to-day,  Herby  ?  ”  asked  Chris  quite 
casually.  “Ay,  this  afternoon.”  “  Copped  owt 
‘•^Ay,  a  eigh  een-ounce  trout — a  reg’lar  beauty. 
He  s  at  home  on  a  plate  in  t’  cupboard.  Tha  been 
fishm’  to-day,  Chris.?”  “Ay,”  replied  Chris 
readily,  as  a  wicked  scheme  flashed  across  his 
brain,  “but  I  nobbut  copped  one.”  “What’s  it 
weigh?”  asked  Herby,  his  interest  perceptibly 
aroused.  “  I  don’t  know,”  responded  Chris,  with 
a  mischievous  wink  at  the  company;  “it  isn’t 
sich  a  big  un,  but  I  11  go  an’  fetch  it  an’  we  can 
weigh  it  here,  and  he  went  out  chuckling  to 
himself.  A  minute  later  he  was  standing  knock¬ 
ing  at  the  door  of  Herby’s  hoiiss.  “  Herby’s  sent 
me  lor  that  there  trout  he  copped  this  afternoon. 
He  says  it  s  on  a  plate  in  t’  cupboard,”  he  ex¬ 
plained  to  his  friend’s  wife,  and  the  good  woman, 
nevei  suspecting  the  base  treachery  that  was  on 
foot,  handed  over  the  prize,  which  Chris  slipped 
in  his  pocket  and  carried  back  to  the  inn.  “  By 
gow!  but  its  a  little  ’un,”  exclaimed  Herby 
critically,  as  the  fish  was  laid  upon  the  table; 
“Hs  nooan  as  big  as  mine  by  half  a  pound!” 

I  he  landlord’s  scales  were  produced,  and  the 
trout  was  found  to  weigh  exactlv  eight  ounces. 

len  ounces  less  nor  mine,”  ejaculated  Herby 
mumphantly.  “Tha  knows  iiowt  abaht  fishin\ 
Ohris,  if  that’s  t’  best  tha  can  do.”  “  Nah,  Herby,” 
returned  Chris,  with  a  smile  of  malicious  glee, 

‘  wi  all  thy  braggin’  I’m  balm  to  show  thee  up 
for  a  liar.  I  ha  said  thy  trout  weighed  eighteen 
ounce,^  an’  thear  it  is  an’  it  nobbut  just  draws 
eight.  “  That — my — trout  ?  ”  gasped  Herby  in 
astonishment.  “Ay,  I  went  an’  fetched  it  fra 
your  hahse,  so  what  has  tha  to  say  nah  ?  ”  “  Then 
that  just  proves  what  I  alius  said  !  ”  returned 
Herby  decisively,  in  no  wise  abashed,  “I  alius  did 
stick  to  it  that  Nidd  trout  shrinks  a  good  deal 
when  they’ve  been  aht  o’  t’  watter  a  bit !  ”  And  so 
Chris  did  not  score  SiitQr  siU^-^NoTiheTii  Angler, 
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FOR  ANGLERS. 

{Continued  from  'page  227.) 

By  Rux. 


Leaving  Troy  we  bid  the  steamboat  adieu,  and, 
boarding  the  train,  proceed  on  our  rambles  by 
the  Ranselaer  and  Saratogo  Railway.  The  line 
passes  through  Green  Island  in  midstream  of 
the  Hudson,  directly  opposite  being  the  mouth 
of  the  Mohawk  river,  whence,  leading  us  by 
one'  or  two  unimportant  villages  and  the  once 
popular  Ralston  Spa,  we  finally  reach  the  most 
fashionable  summer  resort  under  the  sway  of  the 
stars  and  stripes — Saratoga  Springs. 

Taking  np  our  residence  at  the  United  States 
Hotel,  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  best  organised 
establishments  in  America,  we,  for  a  day  or  so, 
amuse  ourselves  sampling  Saratoga  mineral 
waters.  If  taken  in  judicious  quantities,  tem¬ 
pered  with  a  modicum  of  special  Scotch  or 
Robinson  County  Bourbon,  the  draugh!  will,  I 
understand,  have  a  very  beneficial  effect  on 
sportsmen  who  are  in  any  way  nervous  in  casting 
the  fly  or  drawing  trigger. 

The  height  of  the  season  is  in  July  and  August, 
when  several  regattas  are  held  on  the  lake  four 
miles  distant  from  the  village.  This  sheet  of 
water  holds  both  bass  and  perch,  the  latter  under 
favourable  circumstances,  affording  pretty  fair 
sport,  but — 

“  Oft  have  I  seen  a  skilful  angler  try. 

The  various  colours  of  the  treacherous  fly. 

When  he  with  fruitless  pain  hath  skimmed  the  brook. 
And  the  coy  fish  rejects  the  skipping  hook.” 

Saratoga  is  an  excellent  point  from  which  to 
take  excursions  to  the  Adirondacks,  but  I 
purpose  making  the  round  trip,  accompanied  by 
the  reader,  to  the  head  of  Lake  Champlain  by  boat, 
and  then  return  overland  through  the  mountains 
to  the  Springs.  Leaving  Saratoga,  we  take  the 
train,  and  passing  through  Port  Edward  proceed 
to  Caldwell,  situated  at  the  foot  of  Lake  George, 
a  noble  sheet  of  water  thirty-six  miles  long  and 
from  one  to  four  miles  broad.  Its  now  peaceful 
shores  were  at  one  time  the  scene  of  many  hard 
fought  engagements  between  the  British  forces 
and  those  of  the  French  settlers.  Steamers  ply 
between  Caldwell  and  Baldwin,  situated  at  the 
head  of  the  lake,  three  times  every  day.  Depart¬ 
ing  from  the  pier,  the  boat  stops  en  route  to  pick  up 
passengers  who  are  sojourning  at  the  Lake  House 
or  Fort  George  Hotel,  when,  continuing  her  cruise, 
she  quickly  reaches  Diamond  Island,  the  scene 
of  a  terrible  battle  between  the  Revolutionists 
and  the  English  forces  in  1777.  Farther  on  are 
a  couple  of  islets,  called  the  Two  Sisters,  where 
the  best  fishing  in  Lake  George  can  be  had. 
Here  the  boat  stops,  and  embarks  the  guests 
who  have  been  staying  at  the  well-known  hotel, 
the  Trout  Pavilion.  Again  under  weigh,  our 
craft  crosses  the  lake,  and  during  the  passage 
Dome  and  Recluse  Islands — the  latter  a  lovety 
retreat— may  be  seen  to  the  no'-th,  whilst  to  the 
east  a  glimpse  is  caught  of  the  Port  Ann  Moun¬ 
tains.  The  next  landing  place  is  Bolton,  a 
picturesque  village,  in  rear  of  which  is  Prospect 
Mountain,  commanding  delightful  lake  and  valley 
scei.ery.  Calling  at  the  Sagamore  Hotel,  a  com¬ 
fortable  house  built  within  the  last  few  years, 
the  boat  soon  passes  the  Shelving  Rock,  and  then 
touches  at  Green  Island,  where  there  is  auAngler’s 
Rest,  much  frequented  by  the  Waltonian  Brother¬ 
hood.  Gliding  onward  »e  soon  enter  the  Narrows, 
where  the  lake  becomes  more  like  a  river.  The 
shores  converge,  and  cautiously  our  skipper 
guides  his  vessel  as  she  winds  her  way  through 
a  perfect  labyrinth  of  islands,  which  are  said  to 
equal  in  number  the  days  of  the  year  (leap  year 
not  included).  The  mountain  to  the  east  is 
Black  Mountain,  the  highest  peak  in  the  vicinity. 
Beyond  this  is  Sugar  Loaf,  and  to  the  west  is 
Deer  s  Leap  Mountain.  As  we  pass  through  I  he 
Narrows  the  boat  stops  at  Hague,  which  is 
considered  a  good  angling  quarter.  Leaving  here, 
the  lake  narrows  still  more,  and  the  steamer 
passes  under  the  Nose  of  our  old  friend  Anthony 
on  the  east,  and  Roger’s  Slide  on  the  west.  This 
latter  place  takes  its  name  from  a  gallant  officer 
called  Rogers,  who,  being  chased  by  redskins, 
suddenly  found  himself  at  the  edge  of  the  cliff. 
He  was  at  the  same  time  running  on  snow  shoes, 
which  he  quickly  reversed,  and  retired  down  a 


ravine,  where  he  hid..  When  the  savages  arrived 
on  the  scene,  they,  finding  all  the  footprints  in 
the  snow  leading  to  the  edge  of  the  bluff,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Major  had  tumbled 
over  the  precipice.  Thus  owing  to  presence  of 
mind,  he  affected  an  absence  of  body  which  saved 
his  scalp. 

Skirting  along  the  shore  of  Prisoners  Island, 
where  in  days  gpne  by  the  French  kept  their 
captives,  the  boat  soon  reaches  Baldwin,  where 
the  passengers  disembark  and  take  the  train  to 
Ticonderoga,  five  miles  distant.  This  is  the  out¬ 
let  of  Lake  George,  which  here  falls  thirty  odd 
feet  as  its  waters  pass  into  Lake  Champlain. 

Lake  Champlain  lies  between  tbe  State  of 
Vermont  on  the  east  and  New  York  to  the  west. 
It  is  12tj  miles  long,  and  varies  in  width  from 
one-quarter  of  a  mile  to  fourteen  miles.  The 
steamer  starts  from  Ticonderoga  at  1.30  p.m., 
and,  passing  by  an  old  fort  which  recalls  many  a 
thrilling  incident  of  the  war  in  1775,  stops  at 
Crown  Point  landing.  Leaving  here,  the  boat 
slowly  rounds  the  promontory,  on  which  may  be 
seen  the  ruins  of  several  old  military  defences, 
originally  erected  by  the  French  settlers.  The 
channel  now  becomes  very  narrow,  but  on 
approaching  I’ort  Henery  it  widens  out  into  the 
broad  Balwagga  Bay.  The  next  village  of 
importance  we  touch  at  is  Westport,  and  ten 
miles  beyond  is  the  Split  Rock,  where  a  portion 
of  the  mountain  is  separated  from  the  mainland 
by  a  remarkable  cleft  in  the  rocks,  and,  passing 
this  curious  freak  of  nature.  Grand  Lake  is  entered 
with  the  beautiful  green  mountains  on  our  right. 
From  here  a  short  trip  brings  us  to  Burlington, 
near  to  which  is  the  wonderful  cafion  at  High 
Bridge,  where  the  rapid  Winooski  River  has 
carved  its  course  through  the  solid  rock.  From 
Burlington  the  steamer  crosses  the  lake  to  Port 
Kent,  and  as  we  travel  north  the  scenery  increases 
in  beauty,  and  the  boat  soon  enters  the  narrow 
passage  that  lies  between  Vulcan  Island  and 
the  shore.  We  are  now  at  the  last  stage  of  the 
beautiful  lake  cruise,  for  the  next  landing  place  is 
Plattsburg,  the  terminus  of  the  steamer  route. 
Before  bidding  farewell  to  Lake  Champlain,  it  is 
well  to  state  that  this  magnificent  expanse  of 
water  is  well  adapted  for  yachting,  its  depth  in 
many  places  being  over  300  feet,  and  along  its 
shores  are  several  harbours,  well  protected  and 
having  good  anchorage.  Its  clear,  cold  waters 
are  well  stocked  with  various  kinds  of  fish,  which 
afford  ample  sport  to  the  angler.  In  the  early 
spring  and  autumn  thousands  of  wild  fowl  on 
passage  make  this  lake  their  feeding  ground,  and 
a  few  miles  from  its  western  shore  both  large 
and  small  game  are  still  to  be  found.  From 
Plattsburg  the  traveller  can,  if  he  so  desires, 
proceed  to  Rouses  Point,  whence  taking  the  tram 
to  Ogdensburg,  on  Lake  Ontario,  he  can  from  there 
{via  Toronto)  continue  his  western  journey  to 
Chicago,  or  from  the  same  place  (Rouse's  Point) 
proceed  to  Montreal,  and  then  by  the  same  route, 
described  in  a  former  article,  reach  the  scene  of 
the  World’s  Fair.  Our  cruise  on  Lakes  George 
and  Champlain  having  come,  I  trust,  to  a  pleasant 
termination,  we  will  now  set  off  to  explore  the 
Adirondacks.  To  give  a  very  full  and  detailed 
description  of  this  beautiful  region  would  require 
the  entire  letterpre.ss  of  the  F.  G.  for  several 
is'ues.  This,  even  if  permitted  by  the  angling 
editor,  would  be  highly  detriment, al  to  the 
interests  of  the  Spey,  the  Dee,  the  Spree,  the 
Ballinamuck,  the  Mullagatawny,  and  other- 
foreign  streams,  so  I  shall,  as  they  say  in  America, 
“cheese  it,”  or,  in  other  words,  put  as  much 
matter  as  possible  in  the  minimum  of  space. 

This  remarkable  district  is  about  one  hundred 
miles  in  diameter,  and  is  divided  into  several 
sections,  such  as  the  Saranac,  the  Chateaugay, 
&c.  The  whole  of  this  vast  wilderness  is  inter¬ 
sected  by  a  network  of  lakes  and  streams,  which 
not  only  give  the  scenery  a  very  picturesque 
appearance,  but  afford  a  convenient  means  of 
transit,  not  only  for  the  sportsman  but  also  for 
those  in  search  of  the  many  beauties  of  nature. 
Some  of  the  streams  are  navigable  for  canoes 
and  small  boats,  whilst  owing  to  rapids  and 
cascades  in  others,  it  is  frequently  necessary  to 
obtain  the  assistance  of  Indian  packers.  The 
sport  to  be  had  with  rod  and  gun  in  these 
favourite  happy  hunting  grounds  was  at  one 
time  second  to  none  in  the  Eastern  states,  but 
railways  and  the  advance  of  civilization  have 
helped  in  a  great  degree  to  thin  out  the  monarchs 


of  the  forest  and  the  denizens  of  the  deep. 
Despite,  however,  the  increase  of  visitors  that 
annually  flock  to  the  forests  and  streams  of  this 
locality  of  big  game,  deer  and  bear  are  still  to 
the  fore,  and  although  the  angler  must  take  his 
fish  cum  grano  saKs,  ho  can  certainly  rely  on 
having  fair  sport.  The  best  fishing  months  in 
the  Adirondacks  are  May  and  June,  whilst 
October  is  considered  the  most  favourable  time 
for  shooting. 

Leaving  Plattsburg,  the  railway  carries  us  to 
Ausable,  on  the  Ausable  River.  From  here  the 
tourist  can  take  the  train  to  Birmingham  Falls, 
and  visit  this  splendid  cataract  and  the  Ausable 
Chasm.  Taking  up  our  quarters  at  the  Lake 
View  Hotel,  we  proceed  to  explore  this  interest- 
ing  locality.  In  rear  of  the  hotel  are  some 
steps  which  the  tourist  will  descend  to  the  road 
below,  leading  to  the  Chasm.  This  remarkable 
gorge  is  formed  by  tbe  Ausable  River,  which, 
owing  to  its  terrific  force,  has  cut  its  way  through 
solid  rock.  On  reaching  the  bridge,  which  is 
just  beneath  the  hotel,  we  cross  to  view  the 
Birmingham  Falls,  which  descend  with  terrific 
noise  over  a  precipice  of  seventy  feet  in  height, 
the  water  then  passing  into  the  dark  abyss  be¬ 
low.  Re  crossing,  we  then  descend  another  flight 
of  steps  that  will  lead  us  to  the  bottom  of  the 
chasm,  and  thence  continuing  our  wanderings  we 
visit  successively  the  Horse  Shoe  Falls,  Pulpit 
Rock,  Devil’s  Slide,  His  Satanic  Majesty’s 
Punch  Bowl,  and  Jacob’s  Well,  till  finally,  having 
dropped  our  cards  in  what  is  known  as  the  Post 
O  ffice,  we  re-cross  the  stream  and  land  on  Table 
Rock.  Here  we  take  a  boat,  and,  descending  the 
foaming  torrent  at  lightning  speed,  soon  reach 
tranquil  waters,  and,  alighting  on  terra  finna, 
regain  our  hotel.  Returning  by  train  to 
Ausable  village,  we  hire  a  buggy  and  take  the 
road  which  leads  through  tie  famous  Wilming¬ 
ton  Pass.  To  the  left  is  the  towering  White  Face 
Mountain,  the  ascent  of  which  can  be  made  from 
Wilmington  by  a  good  road,  guides  and  hOrses 
being  easily  procured  at  the  village.  Soon  after 
leaving  the  hamlet,  the  “  Pass  ”  is  entered,  it 
being  a  very  narrow  gorge  about  two  miles  in 
length.  The  road  over  which  we  travel  skirts 
the  Ausable  River,  which  presents  many  attrac¬ 
tions  in  the  way  of  cascades  and  rapids.  Two 
miles  from  the  exit  of  the  ravine  is  Lake  Placid, 
beautifully  situated  at  the  foot  of  White  Pace 
Mountain.  Tlie  lakelet  i-i  five  miles  long;  on 
the  water  surface  are  two  lovely  islands,  and 
along  its  shores  are  several  aood  hotels,  at  one  of 
which  we  take  up  our  quarters  for  a  day  or  so, 
and,  as  the  scenery  is  delightful  and  the  fishing 
tolerably  fair,  “  a  good  time  of  it  ”  may  be 
hoped  for.  During  our  stsy  we  will  visit 
I’aradox  Pond,  which,  irrespective  of  the  fish  it 
holds,  is  a  natural  curiosity  worth  seeing.  The 
waters  of  this  pond  shape  their  course  so  as  to 
continually  flow  circuitously  in  and  out  of  Lake 
Placid. 

Continuing  our  journey,  we  pass  North  Elba 
where  the  road  turns  west  and,  crossing  a  wide 
prairie,  descends  into  the  Saranac  Valley.  It  is 
then  but  a  short  distance  to  Martin’s  Hotel, 
which  is  picturesquely  situated  on  the  shore  of 
the  Lower  Saranac  Lake.  This  sheet  of  water  is 
seven  miles  long,  two  mile.s  broad,  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  very  charmirig  scenery.  I’hree  miles 
from  Lower  Saranac  Lake  and  connected  by  the 
Saranac  River,  is  R  lund  Lake,  two  miles  in 
length.  Plowing  out  of  this  lakelet,  the  river 
runs  into  Upper  Saranac  L-ake,  and  close  to  the 
entrance  of  the  stream  is  Bartlet’s  Hotel.  At 
the  head  of  the  lake  is  the  Prospect  House,  and 
a  small  rivulet  keeps  up  the  communication 
between  the  two  establi.shments.  From  here,  by 
a  series  of  postages.  Lake  St.  Regis  can  be 
reached,  close  to  which  stands  Paul  Smith’s,  the 
best  hotel  in  the  mountain  district,  and  a  very 
popular  rendezvous  for  anglers  and  the  followers 
of  the  chase.  Returning  to  Bartlet’s,  we  then 
continue  our  rambles  over  the  trail  known  as  the 
Sweeney  Carry,  at  the  end  of  which  we  strike 
the  Raquette  River,  whence  a  small  steamer  will 
convey  us  to  Tupper  Lake.  At  the  foot  of  this 
charming  sheet  of  water  flows  the  Bog  River, 
a  very  romantic  stream  holding  plenty  of  trout. 
Journeying  south  from  here,  a  tramp  of  about 
ten  miles  carries  us  by  Round  Pond  to  the  Little 
Tupjjer  Lake,  which,  being  somewhat  out  of  the 
way  is  not  so  frequently  visited,  and  consequently 
affords  better  sport  than  the  majority  of  the 
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ponds.  At  the  foot  of  the  lakelet  is  a  small 
angler’s  rest,  at  which  sportsmen  will  find  com¬ 
fortable  quarters  at  moderate  rates.  Leaving 
Little  Tupper  Lake,  we  continue  our  wanderings 
by  a  chain  of  ponds,  which  takes  us  to  Long 
Lake,  at  the  lower  end  of  which  is  Clear  Pond, 
famous  for  its  trout.  From  here  we  steer  south¬ 
west,  and  passing  by  Forked  Lake,  a  tramp  of 
about  twelve  miles,  brings  us  to  Raquette  Lake, 
which  is  the  last  of  the  great  chain  of  “  ponds  ” 
we  have  been  following.  Altering  out  course 
once  more  we  turn  east,  and  following  the  banks 
of  the  Marion  or  East  Inlet  River  at  a  distance  of 
about  twelve  miles,  we  arrive  on  the  shores  of  the 
Blue  IMountain  Lake,  near  to  which  are  several 
ponds  that  are  well  stocked  with  trout  and  other 
fish.  Having  enjoyed  the  hospitality  for  a  few 
days  afforded  at  the  Prospect  House,  we  take  the 
coach,  and  after  a  drive  of  thirty  miles,  we  alight 
at  the  terminus  of  the  Adirondack  Railway  at 
North  Creek. 

Taking  the  train,  we  proceed  to  Newbridge  at 
which  point,  if  time  permits,  the  tourist  should 
alight  and  take  the  stage  to  Pottersville,  which 
is  only  one  mile  distant  from  the  Schroon  Lake. 
This  is  a  splendid  sheet  of  water,  ten  miles  long 
and  about  two-and-a-half  wide.  The  scenery  is 
magnificent,  and  many  of  the  lakelets  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  afford  capital  angling. 

The  above  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  beautiful 
localities  in  the  Adirondacks  where  both  sport 
and  healthful  recreation  can  be  enjoyed,  and 
although  the  chances  of  big  bags  and  heavy 
baskets  will  scarcely  compare  with  those  attainable 
a  few  years  ago,  a  ramble  of  a  few  weeks  through 
this  splendid  region  by  boat,  coach,  steamer, 
canoe,  and  “  all  sorts  ”  of  conveyances,  will  well 
repay  the  visitor.  Regaining  the  railway  at  New 
Bridge,  we  bid  the  Adirondack  wilderness  adieu, 
and  return  again  to  Vanity  Pair  at  Saratoga. 
Our  stay  is  short,  and  continuing  our  journey, 
we  proceed  to  Shenectady.  At  this  point  we 
catch  the  train  coming  from  Boston,  and  are  soon 
once  more  galloping  over  the  iron  way  westward 
to  Binghampton,  thence  to  Buffalo.  Prom  this 
latter  town,  there  are  several  routes  by  which  the 
traveller  can  proceed  to  his  final  destination,  but 
the  pleasantest  trip  will  be  found  by  either  taking 
the  Lake  Erie  steamer  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit,  and 
from  there  travel  by  the  Grand  Trunk  as  already 
described,  or  else  by  the  Lake  Shore  line,  passing 
through  Cleveland  and  Toledo  to  Chicago.  This 
latter  route,  traversing  as  it  does  an  immense 
extent  of  fresh  water,  affords  every  opportunity 
of  catching  fish,  which  are  certainly  abundant  in 
Lake  Erie,  but  I  very  much  doubt  if  the  sport  to 
be  obtained  will  quite  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  the  scientific  past-master  in  the  gentle  craft. 

Hotels,  I  understand,  are  to  be  as  plentiful  on 
the  Lake  Michigan  shore  as  vehicles  on  Epsom 
Downs  on  a  Derby  Day.  In  a  late  issue  of  the 
London  Times,  I  read  an  account  of  the  Andreas 
Hotel,  which  is  nearing  its  completion,  and  is  to 
be  run  on  the  principle  of  a  clubhouse,  with 
bedrooms  attached.  At  an  interview  I  had  with 
the  London  agent,  I  was  informed  that  the  huge 
building  is  to  accommodate  6,000  people,  and  that 
the  subscription  to  become  a  member  of  the  club 
is  one  guinea,  for  which  sum  visitors  are  guar¬ 
anteed  a  comfortable  room  for  §1  per  night, 
and  meals,  a  la  carte,  at  fifty  cents  each.  These 
prices  certainly  beat  all  previous  records  during 
International  Exhibibition  carnivals.  The  writer 
can  only  impart  the  information  as  he  received  it, 
but  those  interested  in  the  matter  would  do  well 
to  communicate  with  the  secretary,  care  of  City 
Press  Agency,  51,  Coleman- street,  London,  E.C. 

Although  there  are  many  other  roads  available 
for  the  tourist  to  the  World’s  Pair,  those  detailed 
in  Zig-Zag  Routes  to  Chicago  embrace  the  cream 
of  the  country  for  scenery  and  sport,  both  in 
Canada  and  the  Dnited  States.  Having  spent 
some  time  in  the  Lake  Michigan  Metropolis, 
I  feel  pretty  certain  that  British  anglers  will 
receive  a  hearty  welcome  from  the  fraternity 
who  dwell  across  the  Atlantic.  It  is  probable 
that  rods  will  be  little  used  during  the  visitors’ 
sojourn  in  Chicago,  their  piscatorial  owners 
being  fully  engaged  in  a  minute  inspection  of  the 
Fishery  Department  in  the  leviathan  Columbian 
Exhibition.  But  no  matter,  the  reel  will  sing 
like  a  cricket  on  our  way  to  the  show,  and  when 
the  tun  of  the  fair  is  over,  it  will  be  rather  “  hard 
lines  ”  if  there  is  not  many  a  clean  run  Home¬ 
ward  Bound. 


A  MOST  wonderful  and  almost  unique  Easter. 
So  far  as  angling  was  concerned,  next  door  to  hope¬ 
less  of  course,  but  for  a  lazy  holiday  such  as  is, 
perhans,  best  for  most  busy  men,  what  could 
have  been  better  ?  A  few  Thames  and  Kennet 
trout  have  been  caught.  Hold  way — or  “  Rush,”  as 
he  is  more  commonly  called — the  clever  Reading 
fisherman,  having  landed  a  fine  brace  of  these 
most  excellent  fish  for  a  customer  of  his. 


In  such  weather  as  we  have  been  having,  it  is 
not  much  use  to  fish  for  Thames  trout  between 
eleven  and  five.  In  the  morning  there  is  a  chance 
of  a  fish  in  the  weir  pools,  though  these  places,  as 
I  explained  last  week,  are  not  as  yet  well  tenanted. 
In  the  evening,  particularly  just  about  dusk, 
some  large  fish  may  be  seen  feeding  in  the 
deep  slow  water,  and  one  or  more  may  be  taken 
by  those  who  can  place  a  bait  properly  before 
them.  The  finer  the  water  and  brighter  the  day 
the  smaller  the  bait  should  be,  but  just  as  even¬ 
ing  falls  a  bleak  of  some  size  will  be  more  visible 
to  the  fish  than  anything  smaller.  After  all,  the 
great  thing  is  to  know  where  the  fish  are,  and 
the  times  at  which  they  feed. 


I  LOOK  forward  to  the  day  when  the  Thames 
will  be  so  full  of  trout  that  the  fly-fisher  may 
reasonably  expect  his  brace  of  two-pounders  in 
an  evening’s  fishing.  A  two-pound  Thames  trout 
does  not  seem  a  very  large  one,  but  as  the  fish 
grow  more  numerous  they  will  probably  run 
smaller  than  they  do  now.  To  stock  the  Thames 
as  it  ought  to  be  stocked,  about  three  thousand 
large  two-year-olds  should  be  put  in  for  every 
mile  of  the  river.  Yearly  stockings  are  necessary 
in  the  Thames,  for  there  is  so  small  a  natural  in¬ 
crease  of  fish.  In  the  Thames  itself  the  fish  do  not 
and  cannot  breed.  There  is  too  much  sediment  from 
the  water.  This  chokes  the  eggs,  which  soon  die. 
If  trout  spawned  in  summer  when  the  water  is 
fairly  clear,  I  have  no  doubt  that  their  eggs 
would  hatch.  But  in  winter  the  water  is  more 
often  than  not  coloured,  and  depositing  mud  just 
at  the  time  that  the  eggs  are  in  the  gravel. 
Possibly  in  one  winter  out  of  ten  a  certain  per¬ 
centage  of  eggs  hatch,  but  of  the  resulting  fry 
few  survive  co  be  large  fish  owing  to  the  number 
of  enemies  the  little  beings  encounter.  What 
natural  increase  of  trout  there  may  be  is  owing 
chiefly  to  certain  of  the  small  tributary  brooks 
being  more  or  less  suitable  for  trout  breeding.. 
Up  these  a  few  fish  push,  and,  if  they  have  the^ 
good  luck  to  escape  destruction  by  the  farm 
labourers,  deposit  their  eggs. 


It  somewhat  surprises  me  that  none  of  the 
angling  clubs  and  societies  advised  the  conserva¬ 
tors  to  make  a  bye-law  to  the  effect  that  no  swan, 
duck,  or  other  domesticated  water  fowl,  should, 
be  allowed  access  to  the  Thames,  say  from  the 
1st  of  April  to  the  Ist  of  June.  The  ravages 
these  birds  commit  is  something  truly  terrible, 
and  a  marked  increase  of  fish  would  most  certainly 
result  from  the  enforcement  of  some  such  bye¬ 
law  as  I  have  suggested.  It  is  not  too  late  in  the' 
day  to  move  in  the  matter,  and  I  would  suggest- 
that  the  Anglers’  Association,  and  the  Central 
Association,  would  be  well  advised  to  make  the' 
recommendation  to  the  conservators,  some  time 
before  the  16th.  There  would  be  little  or  nO' 
difficulty  about  shutting  up  the  birds  for  the 
period  mentioned.  The  owners  of  the  birds 
would  have  to  feed  them,  but  considering  that 
the  swans,  &c.,  have  the  free  run  of  the  river  and 
are  little  or  no  expense  to  their  owners  during  the 
rest  of  the  season,  no  objection  ought  to  be  made' 
to  such  a  trifling  expense.  Many  times  has  the 
injury  these  birds  do  to  the  brood  and  spawn  of 
fish  been  pointed  out,  and  it  is  surprising  that  the 
conservators  as  guardians  of  the  fisheries  have 
not  dealt  with  the  (juestion.  Anglers  are  not- 
l)ermitted  to  fish  at  this  time  of  year,  why  should 
swans  and  ducks  be  allowed  the  privilege? 


The  dangers  of  eating  tinned  fish,  particularly 
salmon  and  lobster,  liave  been  proved  again  and' 
again  by  both  death  and  serious  illness.  If,  there- 
I  fore,  a  certain  cargo  of  frozen  and  salted  salmon 
which  is  on  its  way  from  Vancouver,  arrive  in 


good  condition,  it  may  be  the  beginning  of 
better  things  for  those  who  cannot  afford  the 
high  prices  which  have  hitherto  ruled  for  fresh 
salmon  in  this  country.  Possibly  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Canadian  salmon  might  bring  about  a  fall 
in  the  prices  of  home  grown  fish,  netting  would 
not  then  be  so  profitable,  and  opportunities  might 
arise  for  the  purchase  of  netting  rights  by 
anglers.  This  is,  perhaps,  rather  a  rosy  dream  of 
the  future,  but  it  seems  as  if  no  Government  will 
ever  legislate  to  prevent  over  and  too  long  con¬ 
tinued  netting  in  salmon  rivers,  and  that  the  only 
chance  for  the  angler  is  to  buy  up  netting  rights 
as  has  been  already  done  in  some  Scotch  rivers. 

Here  is  an  idea  for  the  owners  of  the  upper 
portions  of  salmon  rivers  who  are  unable  to  buy 
out  the  nets  owing  to  the  large  sums  asked  for 
netting  rights.  Buy  the  right  of  netting  for  two 
or  three  days  a  week.  Indeed,  if  only  the  right 
of  netting  for  one  day  a  week  was  bought,  and 
that  day  was  added  on  to  the  weekly  slap,  there 
would  on  many  rivers  be  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  salmon  fishing.  One  day  a  week  should  be 
purchased  for  about  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  the  sum 
which  would  have  to  be  paid  for  all  netting  rights. 
The  idea  seems  worthy  of  consideration. 


I  ONLY  heard  recently  that  Crampton,  a  well- 
known  Thames  fishermen  is  dead.  For  many - 
years  he  and  the  Wyats  have  been  the  principal 
fishermen  at  Wargrave,and  many  Thames  anglers 
will  miss  him.  He  was  only  forty-six  when  he 
died,  and  the  cause  of  his  death  was  quinsy. 


Tjieue  has  been  some  not  unfriendly  criticism 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  in  a  weekly 
paper.  The  writer  thinks  the  society  would  be 
more  likely  to  have  the  support  of  the  London 
club  anglers  if  it  did  not  meet  in  gilded  halls 
(the  Grosvenor  Hotel  to  wit),  and  did  not  have 
a  number  of  titled  vice-presidents.  I  believe  I 
am  correct  in  saying  that  the  society  does  not  lay 
itself  out  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  any 
particular  class  of  anglers,  but  for  all,  without 
exception,  who  seek  sport  in  salt  water.  So  far 
from  the  vice-presidents  being  gilded  figure¬ 
heads,  such  as  are  used  by  company  promoters 
to  gull  the  very  gullible  public,  they  are  gentle¬ 
men  who  either  take  a  keen  interest  in  sea-fishing, 
and  whose  advice  has  been  of  great  benefit  to 
the  committee,  or  who  are  well  known  in  various 
districts  outside  London,  and  who,  by  thus 
countenancing  the  society,  lead  a  large  number 
of  anglers  residing  in  the  provinces  to  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  it,  and  to  join  it.  So  far  from  the  club 
angler  being  neglected,  a  rule  has  been  made  by 
which  he  can  join  the  society,  and  get  its 
benefits  to  the  full,  at  just  half  the  subscription 
which  ordinary  mortals  have  to  pay.  The  society 
now  numbers  nearer  two  hundred  than  one  hundred 
members,  an  important  branch  has  been  formed 
at  Bexhill,  corres])onding  members  have  been 
appointed  at  various  places  on  the  coast,  and 
altogether  a  wonderful  success  has  been  already 
achieved,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  society  has 
been  in  existence  less  than  two  months. 

Te.mi>l.yr. 


THE  LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
AND  THE  THAMES  BYE  LAWS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Pishing  Gazette. 

Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  29th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Council,  and  to  inform  you  that  it  will 
be  placed  before  him  on  his  return  to  the  office  in 
a  few  days’  time.  In  the  meantime  I  may, 
however,  state  that  the  Council  has  no  power  to 
take  any  action  whatever  with  respect  to  the 
bye-laws  to  which  you  refer  as  having  been  made 
by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 

In  a  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  the  Council  is 
applying  for  representation  on  the  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy  Board,  and  in  the  event  of  this  being 
granted,  the  Council  would  in  the  future,  to  the 
extent  of  its  representation,  have  a  voice  in 
whatever  bye-laws  were  made  by  the  Conservancy, 
but  until  such  representation  is  obtained,  the 
Council  cannot  take  any  action. —  I  am,  Hir, 
Your  obedient  servant,  H.  1)e  l.^  Hooke, 

Clerk  of  the  Council. 

Spring  Gardens,  S.W.,  March  30,  lb93. 
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Cormyonirmc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. 2 
“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.”— T.  E.  Peitt. 

REPORTED  CAPTURE  OF  MONSTER 
IRISH  SALMON. 

Deak  Sih, — In  your  issue  of  March  25,  your 
correspondent, under  the  heading  “From  Ireland” 
(page  M6),  writes  :  “  From  almost  every  quarter 
news  comes  of  an  abundance  of  fish  and  of 
splendid  quality.  Take  for  example  the  Shannon 
river  (the  largest  in  Ireland),  and  we  find  it 
recorded  last  week  that  one  magnificent  salmon 
weighing  601b.  was  caught  in  the  nets  below 
Limerick,  whilst  two  other  huge  fish,  weighing 
641b.  and  701b.  respectively,  were  also  killed.” 
A  friend  has  forwarded  me  an  extract  from  an 
Irish  newspaper,  which  also  states  that  salmon  of 
the  above-mentioned  weights  were  taken  in  the 
Shannon  this  year. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  infor¬ 
mation  forwarded  to  you,  with  the  exception  of 
that  in  reference  to  the  601b.  fish,  is  not  correct. 

A  well  known  gentleman  residing  near  Limerick, 
whose  connection  with  the  salmon  fisheries  of 
the  Shannon  for  a  number  of  years  gives  him 
special  opportunities  for  verifying  the  weights  of 
all  the  large  fish  taken  in  the  district,  writes  tome 
to  say  that  he  also  heard  of  the  reported  capture 
of  701b.  and  641b.  salmon.  He  says,  “  but  from  care¬ 
ful  inquiry  I  could  not  verify  the  report.”  He 
adds,  “  I  do  not  believe  such  fish  as  you  mention, 
701b.  and  641b.,  were  taken  in  the  Shannon  this 
year.  There  was  a  601b.  fish  taken.  I  had  it 
weighed  myself  in  order  that  I  might  specially 
write  and  report  it  to  you.  It  was  taken  about 
the  1st  of  February  and  was  exposed  in  a 
Limerick  shop,  and  weighed  601b.  Crowds  went 
to  see  it.  I  believe  it  was  a  poached  fish,  as  the 
netting  season  did  not  open  here  until  the  12th, 
and  I  would  have  been  certain  to  hear  if  any 
angler  had  caught  it.” 

Would  your  correspondent  kindly  say  if  he 
properly  verified  the  weights  of  the  fish  he  says 
were  taken  in  the  Shannon  this  year,  or  did  he 
forward  you  the  information  merely  on  hearsay  ? 

The  promulgation  of  the  capture  of  mythical 
fish  is  very  mischievous,  and  causes  a  vast  amount 
of  trouble  to  those  who  are  anxious  to  preserve  a 
correct  record  of  monster  salmon.  When  the 
Fishing  Gazette  is  made  the  medium  of  circulating 
airy  statements  of  reported  monsters  the  mischief 
is  intensified. 

We,  sir,  have  every  faith  in  your  keen  desire  to 
render  good  service  to  all  fishermen,  and  I  trust 
your  correspondent  will  be  able  to  satisfy  our 
minds  as  to  the  capture  of  the  701b.  and  641b. 
salmon,  which  he  says  were  taken  in  the  Shannon 
this  year.  The  year,  so  far,  along  the  Shannon 
has  been,  my  correspondent  informs  me,  “  a  year 
of  big  fish.”  One  taken  in  the  nets  lately 
weighed  a  little  over  511b.  Henry  Feennell. 

[We  have  called  our  correspondent’s  attention 
to  Mr.  Ffennell’s  letter. — Eu.] 


TROUT  FISHING  LICENCES  IN 
SHEFFIELD. 

Important  to  Anglers. 

We  have  been  asked  to  publish  the  following 
correspondence.  It  may  be  explained  that  the 
ca,se  of  George  v.  Carpenter  was  an  appeal  on  a 
case  stated  by  two  justices  of  Montgomeryshire 
on  the  demand  of  the  Severn  Board  of  Conser¬ 
vators  whereby  the  Liverpool  Conservation  sus¬ 
tained  their  contention  that  the  Severn  Board 
had  .no  authority  over  their  water  in  the  Vyrnwy 
Lake  and  river  above.  The  case  was  decided  on 
February  7  last  in  the  Queen’s  Bench  Division. 
The  report  sent  to  Mr.  Phillips  was  that  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  Feb.  18  : 

Victoria  Villas,  Upperthorpe,  Sheffield, 

March  9, 1893. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  call  your  attention  and  that,  of 
your  board  to  the  case  of  George  v.  Carpenter,  re 
River  Vyrnwy,  and  to  inquire  how  far  your  board 
are  prepared  to  adopt  its  principles  with  reference 
to  waters  under  similar  conditions  situate  within 
their  district  ? 


It  would  seem  in  the  case  referred  to  that,  on 
the  dictum  of  Justices  Lawrence  and  Henn  Collins, 
by  the  erection  of  a  dam  across  the  Ri  .''er  Vyrnwy 
and  the  construction  of  a  waterworks  reservoir 
known  as  Lake  Vyrnwy,  this  river  and  lake  above 
the  line  of  the  dam  ceased  to  be  a  tributary  of  the 
Severn, and  the  right  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board 
to  enforce  the  taking  out  of  trout  licences  therein 
was  put  a  stop  to. 

You  will  probably  be  aware  that  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Sheffield  there  are  a  number  of 
waterworks  reservoirs  erected  upon  tributaries  of 
the  river  Don,  and  presumably  within  the  York¬ 
shire  Fishery  District,  to  wit,  upon  the  streams 
known  as  the  Rivelin,  theLoxley,  and  the  Ewden, 
under  what  would  appear  similar  conditions,  and 
whereby,  according  to  the  above  ruling,  your 
board  have  no  right  to  claim  to  enforce  licences 
for  trout  fishing  in  those  reservoirs  and  in  the 
feeders  thereof  above  the  respective  waterworks 
dams. 

In  view  of  the  above  decision  it  would  be  im¬ 
portant  for  those  who  have  hitherto  been  in  the 
habit  of  fishing  in  these  reservoirs  and  feeders 
to  know  if  your  board  will  still  insist  upon  their 
holding  licences  from  the  Yorkshire  Board  in 
case  of  their  fishing  these  waters  in  the  coming 
season. 

You  -will  be  aware  also  that  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Sheffield  there  are  on  the  tributaries 
named,  and  also  upon  the  Porter  and  the  Sheaf, 
and  also  main  river  the  Don,  other  dams  erected 
for  the  impounding  and  storage  of  the  waters  of 
those  streams  in  reservoirs  for  furnishing  motive 
power  to  mills  and  works  which,  though  existing 
in  most  cases  from  time  immemorial,  their  owners 
have  had  their  rights  thereto  recognised  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  Acts  of  I’arliament. 

It  is,  therefore,  also  important  to  know  whether 
your  board  are  prepared  to  admit  them  into  the 
same  category,  and  whether  if  they  abandon  their 
claim  in  the  case  of  the  waterworks  they  will  also 
abandon  their  right  to  enforce  licences  on  these 
reservoirs  and  the  feeders  thereof  above  the 
lowest  dam  respectively. 

As  the  time  for  commencing  to  fish  on  these 
waters  will  shortly  be  here,  it  is  very  important 
that  an  early  reply  should  be  given  and  a  general 
understanding  come  to. 

For  your  information  I  enclose  you  a  local 
newspaper  cutting  of  the  case  referred  to,  and 
from  what  I  hear  privately  I  believe  the  Severn 
Board  have  abandoned  any  intention  of  appealing 
against  the  decision. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

William  H.  Lester. 

John  H.  Phillips,  Esq., 

Secretary,  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  Scarbro’. 

Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  Scarbro,’ 

March  18,  1893. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  ashamed  to  think  your  letter 
of  the  9th  has  been  so  long  unreplied  to,  but  the 
pressure  of  other  fishery  matters  and  the  dis¬ 
semination  throughout  our  extensive  district  of 
trout  rod  licences — upwards  of  eleven  thousand 
— has  been  no  trivial  matter. 

I  have  a  slight  knowledge  of  Lake  Vyrnwy, 
having  travelled  through  the  district  whilst  the 
reservoir  was  in  course  of  construction,  and 
therefore  have  a  slight  knowledge  of  the  locality 
where  the  dam  is  erected.  Not  being  a  lawyer 
myself  my  law  will  be  called  into  question  when 
I  assert  that  the  public  or  those  persons  who 
have  leave  to  fish  on  the  lake  are  as  liable  to  pay 
licence  duty  as  when  the  River  Vyrnwy  was  a 
running  stream. 

It  does  appear  somewhat  singular  that  a  per¬ 
son  should  be  liable  to  pay  licence  for  fishing  in  a 
river,  and  then  in  a  line  beyond  the  dam,  where 
the  river  ceases  to  be  a  tributary,  and  it  becomes 
a  lake,  any  licence  duty  ceases  to  operate.  It 
appears  to  me  a  very  curious  proceeding.  What 
is  the  intention  of  the  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act 
but  a  statute  to  raise  funds  by  which  fresh-water 
fisheries  might  be  watched  over,  preserved,  and 
protected,  and  diversion  extended  to  the  working 
man  ?  But  here  the  public  demand — and  rightly, 
too — a  supply  of  water,  and  with  a  view  of  carry¬ 
ing  their  intentions  into  effect,  resolve  to  build  a 
wall  and  dam  the  water,  so  that  the  public  wants 
shall  be  supplied  ;  but  for  this  wall  there  shall  be 
a  difference  in  Dhe  taxation  for  the  right  of  fish¬ 
ing,  does  appear  to  me  an  extraordinary  anomaly, 
and  one  which  one  can  hardly  tolerate. 


I  do  say  —  and  do  so  dispassionately  —  that 
common  sense  dictates  the  utterance,  that  there 
can  be  no  difference  in  the  waters,  so  far  as 
regards  fishing,  whether  you  fish  on  one  side  of 
this  dam  or  the  other,  and  whoever  exercises  his 
diversion  on  either  side  is  liable  to  pay  the 
licence  duty. 

This  dictum  of  mine  is  contra  to  the  opinion  of 
the  learned  judges,  but  this  I  cannot  help. — 
Believe  me,  very  faithfully  yours, 

Jno.  11,  Phillips. 

W.  H.  Lester,  Esq. 

Victoria  Villas,  Upperthorpe,  Sheffield, 

March  20,  1893. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  by  yours  of  the 
18th,  I  fancy  your  anticipation  that  your  “  law 
will  be  called  into  question,”  is  not  an  incorrect 
one,  seeing  that  you  admit  that  your  dictum  “  is 
contra  to  the  opinion  of  the  learned  judges.” 

If  you  will  allow  me,  I  should  like  to  point  out 
that,  irrespective  of  what  may  have  been  the 
intention  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  the  legal 
definition  of  that  act  will  be  found  to  be  that 
which  the  courts  have  placed  upon  it.  The 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  this  case,  there¬ 
fore,  will  stand  as  the  law  I  do  not  doubt,  until 
it  is  reversed  by  some  higher  court,  and  the 
Severn  Board  and  all  other  boards  will,  I  think, 
have  to  accept  it  as  such,  unless  they  determine 
to  carry  the  question  further.  Until  you  are  able 
to  show  the  cases  I  have  put  before  you  are 
different  from  that  which  was  presented  for  the 
Liverpool  waterworks,  your  board,  I  take  it,  have 
no  more  right  to  impose  licences  on  trout  fisher¬ 
men  there  than  the  Severn  Board  have  over  those 
on  Lake  Vyrnwy,  and  I  very  much  question 
whether  any  bench  of  magistrates  will  be  found 
to  convict  if  they  are  asked  to  do  so,  until  that  is 
done. 

It  is  rather  an  unusual  position  to  take  up  to 
endeavour  to  enforce  that  which  at  present  there 
are  good  grounds  for  deeming  illegal.  I  should 
be  glad  if  you  would  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
kindly  ascertain  if  your  board  will  endorse  your 
views  and  let  me  know  the  result. 

Inasmuch  as  this  is  a  very  important  matter 
for  the  anglers  of  Sheffield,  I  propose  to  send  this 
correspondence  to  the  newspapers,  so  that,  should 
those  interested  think  well  they  may  test  the 
question. — Thanking  you  for  your  courtesy, 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 
William  H.  Lester. 

John  H.  Phillips,  Esq., 

Secretary,  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  Scarbro’. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  FISHING  IN 
IRELAND. 

Sir, — I  had  not  seen  Fishing  Gazette  of  7th 
and  28th  January  until  ye.sterday.  In“  Recollec¬ 
tions  of  Fishing  in  Ireland,”  published  7th 
January.  I  appear  to  say  that  I  took  a  salmon  in 
Lough  Ennel,  co.  Westmeath,  which  I  never  did, 
and  probably  no  man  ever  will  do. 

The  explanation  is  simple. 

Either  I  omitted  a  paragraph,  when  “  copying 
fair”  from  my  rough  notes,  or  you.  Sir,  in  the 
e-vercise  of  your  undoubted  right,  “  cut  out”  a 
sentence,  or  your  printer  accidentally  “  dropped” 
a  line  or  two,  which  set  forth  the  change  of  venue 
from  Lough  Ennel  to  Lough  Melvin,  in  Leitrim. 
The  salmon  was  caught  in  the  latter  lake. 

In  reply  also  to  Mr.  W.  F.  Thomas’s  friendly 
strictures  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  28,  I  may  say  it  is 
many  years  since  I  have  been  in  Ireland,  and  that 
it  is  quite  possible  I  have  forgotten  the  intona¬ 
tion  of  the  rich  brogue  and  the  exact  vernacular 
of  the  peasant  lads  1  have  attempted  to  describe. 

Regarding  the  receptacles  in  which  the  May¬ 
flies  were  often  imprisoned  at  the  date  of  which  I 
wrote,  I  believe  young  officers  in  a  garrison  town 
are  considered  fair  game  for  every  one,  and  I  can 
well  remember  when  leaving  the  barrack  gates  of 
Mullingar,  bound  on  a  fishing  expedition,  my 
fellow  greenhorns  and  I  were  always  assailed  by 
bare-footed  youngsters  who  certainly  did  not 
confine  the  baits  for  sale  in  the  regulation  cow- 
horns  used  by  experienced  anglers.  I  can  assure 
Mr.  Thomas  that  I  accept  his  remarks  in  the 
same  kindly  spirit  they  exhibit,  and  that  I  am 
gratified  by  having  apparent  “  slips  ”  pointed  out 
by  so  courteous  a  critic. — I  am.  Sir,  yours  truly, 

L.  S.  G. 
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HAIIJ'SIIIRE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — After  Easter  it  is  generally  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  Hampshire  trout  fishing  has 
fairly  commenced,  therefore  it  may  be  of  interest 
to  your  readers  if  I  send  you  a  few  notes  made 
during  the  last  week  and  this  morning.  The 
River  Test  between  the  stone  bridge  at  Broad- 
lands  and  Mottisfont  has  received  my  special 
attention  for  the  last  few  days,  anticipating,  as  I 
am,  fishing  a  portion  of  the  said  river  close  by 
Jlottisfont  this  year. 

The  weather  has  been  intensely  bright  and  clear 
for  nea-ly  a  fortnight,  and  the  sun  quite  hot  in 
the  middle  of  the  day,  consequently  the  river  is 
proportionally  bright  and  clear,  and  the  fish  very 
visilde.  The  trout  appear  very  forward,  being  in 
good  colour,  and  remarkably  full  in  outline,  more 
like  what  I  should  expect  to  see  them  quite  three 
weeks  later. 

1  have  noticed  very  few  fly  on  the  water.  Last 
Friday,  the  24th,  there  was  a  fair  hatch  of  largish 
duns  which  lasted  for  about  an  hour  in  the 
middle  of  the  day. 

Two  trout  were  rising  and  taking  these  flies 
just  above  Timsbury  bridge,  where  I  had  taken 
up  my  post  of  observation.  About  noon 
these  fish  were  in  earnest,  and  I  remember 
thinking  at  the  time  how  easily  one  might  have 
cast  over  them,  and  probably  had  them.  A  dark 
olive  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  nearest  imitation 
to  the  fly  then  on  the  water,  and  that,  failing  a 
hare’s  ear,  would  have  most  likely  done  it.  Walk¬ 
ing  back  to  Romsey,  I  saw  a  few  more  fish  rising, 
but  in  rather  a  half-hearted  way. 

To-day,  about  the  same  time  and  place,  there 
was  hardly  a  fly  to  be  seen,  and  I  only  saw  one 
fish  rise  in  (juite  a  mile  of  water,  although  I 
saw  plenty  of  trout  lying  close  to  bank  and  sur¬ 
face  evidently  on  the  look-out  for  insect  food. 
Jack  seem  plentiful  here.  Wednesday  last  22nd 
1  counted  nine  of  these  fish  between  the  stone 
bridgeandthe  second  mill  above,  barely  half  amile. 

I  hope  your  correspondent  from  Hampshire  and 
district  does  not  hint  at  a  close  time  for  these  fish 
in  our  rivers  (see  Notes  last  week).  Now  is  the 
time  for  wiring  and  other  means  to  rid  us  of 
these  nuisances.  (Jne  of  these  fish  was  a  good 
one,  about  101b.  I  should  think,  bearing  a  con¬ 
spicuous  white  spot  on  its  head,  which,  I  hope, 
will  bring  it  to  an  early  end. 

There  are  indications  to-night  of  a  change  in 
the  weatner ;  a  good  westerly  rain  would  greatly 
improve  things  from  a  fisherman’s  point  of  view. 
The  county  is  looking  perfect  now;  to-day  I 
noticed  the  blackthorn  in  bloom — so  far  we 
have  escaped  the  blackthorn  winter.  Old  in¬ 
habitants  here  say  th^y  do  not  remember  such  a 
March  as  this  has  been  for  forty  years.  May  it 
point  to  a  successful  arigling  year.  I  hope  to  be 
on  the  river,  Mottisfont  way,  next  week,  and 
should  anything  of  interest  occur  will  write 
again.  Apologising  for  the  length  of  my  letter. 
— I  am,  yours  faithfully,  C.  R.  L. 

The  Willows,  Romsey,  Hants. 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir. — The  old  migratory  desire  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  manifest  it.'-elf.  It  always  does  so  pretty 
strongly  at  this  season  of  'he  year.  I  long  to 
leave  the  cares  of  business,  and  to  wander  away 
with  my  fly  rod  for  a  hit  of  trout  fishing-.  But 
width  r  am  I  to  go  ?  Ti  ere  ci  mes  the  difficulty. 
Will  any  good  brother  kindly  direct  me  to 
quarters?  I  don’t  mind  how  plain  if  clean,  in  a 
pretty  part  of  the  country,  where  I  could  take 
my  wife,  and  where  I  should  get  fair  fishing  (fly) 
about  end  of  May  or  in  June. 

Is  there  any  place  in  Wales  or  in  the  Lake 
District  where  such  a  pleasant  combination  could 
be  met  with?  I  was  at  ITlswater  and  Winder- 
mere  last  autumn,  but  could  do  nothing.  I  was 
told  it  was  then  too  late  for  the  tly,  but  that 
earlier  in  the  year  good  sport  could  be  had  on 
both  these  lakes.  Pooley  Bridge  and  Patterdale 
on  the  former  being  recommended  as  good 
stations. 

Any  advice  or  information  through  Fishing 
Gazette  would  be  most  gratefully  received  by 

Fi.y  Rod. 

F-^'- — Have  been  recommended  to  go  to  the 
Coquet,  but  it  is  a  long  way.  Could  I  go  there 
first,  and  take  some  place  in  Lakes  on  my  w'ay 
back.  I  want  rather  easy  fishing,  as  I  cannot 
stand  the  fatigue  of  walking  long  distances  as  I 
could  thirty  years  back. 


PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — My  remarks  of  M-arch  4  appear  to 
have  rutfied  the  hackles  of  Mr.  C.  White,  but  the 
irritation  applied  evidently  did  not  act  immedi¬ 
ately,  or  perhaps  Mr.  White  has  waited  to  be 
“  delegated^”  to  send  you  the  peevish  letter  he 
did.  Lancashire  knows  how  to  spend  her  money, 
and  whilst  content  to  buy  a  teapot  at  a  reason¬ 
able  price  at  Birmingham,  will  certainly  not  give 
an  unreasonable  price  for  a  travelling  card,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  spend  money  with  a  railway  company 
that  pays  wages,  rather  than  fritter  it  away  on 
delegates  whose  chief  distinguishing  character¬ 
istics  are  verbosity  and  good  appetites,  coupled 
with  promptness  in  drawing  expenses.  As  to  the 
charges  made  for  entrance  to  the  wonderful  con¬ 
cessions  obtained  by  the  P.  A  A.  Mr.  White  gives 
us  £‘S  as  the  charge  made  to  Warrington,  but 
carefully  avoids  any  mention  of  the  demand 
made  on  Bolton,  or  the  modest  request  for  liberal 
expenses  for  two  Birmingham  delegates  to  visit 
the  Manchester  Amalgamation.  Judging  from 
the  Birmingham  notes  in  the  H/s/iwy  Gazette  from 
week  to  week,  it  would  appear  that  a  “  piscatorial 
trinity  ”  exists  in  that  town,  director  in  chief, 
Mr.  C.  White,  with  two  coadjutors,  e.g.,  letter,  or 
rather  notes,  of  April  L  It  is  with  great  reluc¬ 
tance  that  I  enter  into  the  task  of  a  reply  to  Mr. 
White,  but  feel  I  ought  to  do  so. 

Now,  sir,  I  want  Mr.  White  to  answer  a  few 
plain  questions.  When  and  where  was  the  P.A.A. 
constituted  the  mouthpiece  of  all  anglers  outside 
London?  When  did  Lancashire  and  other 
northern  counties  confer  the  power  on  an 
association  they  never  heard  of?  Will  Mr.  C. 
White  publish  the  statements  made  to  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company 
when  the  P.A.A.  obtained  the  rights  from  ihis 
company  to  issue  cheap  travelling  cards  ?  Did 
the  P.A.A.  refuse  to  co-operate  with  our  official 
body,  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association,  and 
then  include  the  legislature  area  of  this  body  in 
their  application  to  the  various  railways  ?  Did 
the  N.A.A.  apply  to  the  P.A.A.  for  a  copy  of 
their  rules  and  get  refused,  although  sending 
their  own  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith  ?  Did 
the  P.A.A.  ask  the  N.A.A.  to  join  them  blindly 
without  ever  seeing  their  rules  ?  When  did  the 
rules  of  the  P.A.A.  first  see  the  light  of  day  and 
their  existence  begin,  together  with  the  date  of 
printing  ? 

We  have  a  lot  of  cheap  travelling  up  here, 
and  if  Mr.  White,  or  any  of  his  association, 
wish  to  travel  hereabouts  we  will  give  them  a 
card,  as  we  never  try  to  keep  good  things  to  our¬ 
selves  or  muzzle  another  association. — Yours 
faithfully,  Lancashire  Corresi’ondent. 


MAY-FLIES  KNOWN  AS  MARCH 
BROWNS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  it  was  stated  in  your  Hamp¬ 
shire  correspondent’s  notes  in  last  week’s  Fishing 
Gazette,  that  May-fly  had  been  seen  on  the  Itchen, 
between  Winchester  and  Twyford.  Could  this 
have  been  so  ?  I  know  this  position  of  the  river, 
and  even  when  the  May-fly  is  plentiful  (in  its 
proper  season)  about  I’wyford,  it  is  very  scarce 
indeed  between  Winchester  and  that  place.  I 
suppose  your  correspondent  did  not  send  you 
actual  specimens  of  the  fly.  He  goes  on  to  say 
“they  were  what  are  known  as  March  Brovns 
perhaps  hy  that,  May-fly  was  not  what  he  meant. 

1,  as  a  reader  of  tne  b'ixhing  Gazelle,  ahoald  like 
to  know  if  any  May-fly  really  came  up,  and  how 
many  days  the  hatch  of  fly  lasted.  'Ihere  have 
certainly  been  none  on  the  Test !— Your.s  faith¬ 
fully. 

Enquirer. 

Romsey,  Hants,  April  5. 

[Somebody  must  have  been  “  a-gammoning  ” 
our  Hampshire  correspondent,  who  evidently 
does  not  know  the  difference  between  a  Alarch 
Brown  and  a  May-fly.— Ed.] 

A  LOST  FLY  BOX. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  inquire 
through  your  paper  about  a  box  of  eyed  trout 
flies  that  I  left  on  a  seat  in  the  train  last  Saturday  ? 
I  was  going  to  fish  the  Darenth,  and  got  out  at 
Eynesford  station.  In  the  same  carriage  was  a 
gentleman  who  said  he  was  a  native  of  Newbury, 
and  a  member  of  the  Kennet  angling  club. 
Should  this  meet  his  eye,  he  will,  1  feel  sure,  be 
very  happy  to  be  the  means  of  restoring  my  lost 
case  of  flies. — Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Ceuney. 

Bromley,  Kent. 


OEHLSCHL.VGER’S  IMJ’ERIAL  SPINNER. 

IIoNOUR.ABLE  SiR. — Yoiir  honour  will  very  much 
oblige  me  if  you  would  have  the  kindness  to  take 
notice  in  your  journal  about  my  invention.  The 
details  are  to  be  found  in  the  kritik  closed  by. 
To  great  thanks  you  will  oblige,  honourable  sir, 
your’s  respectfully,  J.  Oehlschlager. 

Pillnitzerstrasse  33,  Dresden, 

Saxony,  Germany. 

The  Imperial  Spinner  of  Oehlschlager.* 
(Method  of  Spinn-fisiiery). — Amongst  all  the 
numerous  spinners  wich  have  been  brought  to 
market  is  the  “  Imperial  Spinner  of  Oehl¬ 
schlager,”  himself  a  very  experienced  sport-fisher, 
the  most  worthy  of  notice  on  account  of  its  great 
usefulness.  The  arrangement  of  the  tube,  where 
hook-system  aud  the  mask  is  so  ingenious,  though 
so  very  simple  that  the  most  possible  deception 
of  the  fish  will  be  attained.  In  comparison  to 
those  spinners  wich  are  hitherto  in  use,  who 
have  left  on  account  of  their  faulty  con.striiction 
very  often,  even  the  best  sports-angler  without 
success,  is  the  “  Imperial  Spinner  of  Oehl¬ 
schlager  ”  of  the  greatest  effect.  Even  the  shyest 
fish  cannot  withstand  its  attraction.  The  cast- 
steel  snooding  wich  is  used  by  the  spinners, 
causes  that  the  counectioii  of  the  spinner  with 
the  cord  is  not  to  be  seen,  and  therefore  the  fishes 
go  easily  to  the  lure.  The  cast-steel  snooding 
resembles  with  his  great  tenderness,  one  might 
say  invisibility,  the  advantage,  never  to  be  de.s- 
troyed  ;  this  cannot  be  sayed  of  the  gut-threads, 
wich  very,  easily  wear  off  on  a  greavelly  ground. 
The  members  of  the  “Dresdener  Angel-Club” 
use  to  their  spinn-fi.shery  only  the  “Imperial 
Spinner  of  Oehlschhiger,”  wich  is  made  in  7 
sizes  for  the  catch  of  all  big  and  small  fishes  of 
prey.  For  the  catching  of  trouts  is  the  “  Imperial 
spinner”  already  after  the  first  trial  indispensable. 
It  replaces  in  the  small  size  at  once  the  imitated 
fly-  The  results  of  the  “  Imperial  spinner  ” 
depend  upon  the  mask,  wich  hides  the  hook- 
system  in  such  a  manner  that  the  fish  cannot 
possibly  see  anything  of  the  hook,  and  fancies  to 
be  a  welcome  prey,  and  with  eagerness  snap  to  it, 
but  at  the  very  moment  the  hook  is  fast  in. 

We  recommend  to  all  friends  of  the  angler- 
sport  to  try  once  these  “  Imperial  Spinner.” 

Recommended  by  Mr.  Otto  Berbig,  secretary  of 
the  “  Dresdener  Aiigelclub.” 


DOES  LONG  USER  CONSTITUTE  A 
RIGHT? 

Sir, — If  townsmen  in  a  provincial  place  angle 
without  let  or  control  for  fifty  years— say,  in  a 
mill-tail  water  and  scour — does  such  user  con¬ 
stitute  a  legal  right  ?  Assuming  for  argument’s 
sake  that  no  right  originally  existed — say,  fifty 
years  back — and  anglers  were  not  challenged,  or 
were  allowed  uninterruptedly  to  fish  for  trout 
and  other  fish,  is  the  miller  legally  justified  in 
claiming  the  mill-tail  water  and  fishery  as  against 
the  to  wn  anglers  ?  In  short,  can  a  tolerated  user 
override  an  original  latent  right  of  private 
fishery?  Jjj  Uoukt. 

[If  no  right  originally  existed  there  could  be 
none  now.  No  amount  of  “  User,”  we  believe, 
would  set  aside  a  legal  right  if  it  exists. — Ed.] 


PACIFIC  SALMON  TN  ENGLISH 
.WATERS. 

‘Sir, — Writers  to  several  of  our  sporting  pipors 
have  shown  considerable  alarm  at  a  pro-pect  of 
introducing  Pacific  salmon  into  the  W'^eUli  Dee. 
I  hey  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  no  such  intention 
now  exists.  True,  such  a  project  was  suggested 
by  an  enthusiastic  member  of'  the  JJoard  of  Con- 
servator.*,  lately  one  of  the  legislature  of  British 
Columbia,  but,  on  further  inquiry,  the  matter  was 
entirely  abandoned.  T.  J.  Leadritter,  Major, 
Hon.  sec.  River  Dee  Conservators. 
13,  St.  John-strect,  Chester. 


OVER  DRYNESS  OF  RODS. 

— I  shall  be  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers 
would  he  kind  enough  to  give  me  a  good  thing  to 
apply  to  fishing  rods  that  have  not  been  used  for 
two  or  three  years,  to  keep  them  in  good  order  so 
that  they  will  not  crack  or  sjilit  from  over-dry- 
ness,  as  mine  have  not  been  used  for  tw'o  or  three 
yeat^s  in  consequence  of  illness.  M.  A. 

Woodhouse. 

*  We  give  this  iu  the  original  English  as  received  by 
ns. — Ed. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

_ SATURJiXAY/  APRIL  8,  1893. 

®>rovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

,  committee  appointed  to  report  upon  and  suggest 
the  best  means  for  raising  the  necessary  funds  for  pro¬ 
viding  the  members  of  the  Birmingham  and  District 
Angling  Association  with  a  challenge  cup  to  be  fished  for 
at  the  annual  contests,  and  also  to  frame  the  conditions 
tor  the  fishing  for  the  cup,  met  on  Friday  to  finish  their 
labours,  previous  to  their  work  being  laid  before  the 
special  general  meeting  to  be  called  to  finally  decide 
upon  this  important  matter.  The  final  resolutions  passed 
by  the  committee  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  sub-committee  that  a 
special  levy  of  3d.  per  member  be  declared  upon  each  mem¬ 
ber  01  the  Birmingham  and  District  Angling  Association, 
towards  the  purchasing  of  a  challenge  cup  (this  will 
realise  a  sum  of  about  ^37) ;  also  that  efforts  be  made  to 
mduce  members  and  friends  of  the  association  to  contri¬ 
bute  by  way  of  donation  to  increase  the  fund,  so  that  the 
cup  may  be  made  as  valuable  as  possible. 

,  above  levy  be  made  compulsory,  and  that 

the  date  upon  which  the  levy  is  to  be  made  payable  shall 
be  determined  at  the  special  general  meeting. 

3.  That  the  cup  remain  the  property  of  the  associa- 
tion ;  that  the  name  of  the  winner  and  the  club  to  which 

u  engraved  upon  it  each  year  ;  and  that  it 

shall  be  kept  by  the  club  to  which  the  member  belongs  for 
twelve  months  after  giving  the  necessary  guarantee  for 
Its  sate  keeping. 

4.  That  the  cup  be  returned  to  the  association  one 
month  prior  to  the  annual  contest. 

5.  That  the  above  details  be  taken  into  consideration 
at  a  special  general  meeting  on  Thursday  evening 
April_2i  next. 

1  claimed  for  the  acceptance  of  the  first  reso¬ 

lution  that  all  members  should  pay  an  equal  share,  and 
to  make  it  compulsory  would  be  to  ensure  its  success  ; 
it  womd  also  make  the  cup  a  thoroughly  representative 
one.^  The  reason  advanced  by  the  committee  for  sug¬ 
gesting  the  cup  remaining  the  property  of  the  assooia- 
if  otherwise  decided  it  would  point  to  the 
probability  of  a  series  of  levies  being  made  upon  the 
members  from  time  to  time.  And  this  the  committee 
desire  to  avoid  as  lar  as  possible.  There  was  another 
matter  discussed  by  the  committee,  but  not  carried  ; 
that  was  that  the  winner  of  the  cup  should  be  presented 
witha  medal  or  certificate.  I  am  sorry  that  the com- 
mittee  did  not  carry  this  matter,  as  I  think  it  advisable 
that  the  winner  should  have  something  to  show  per¬ 
sonally  that  he  did  upon  some  past  occasion  have  the 
honour  of  winning  the  cup.  This  will  not  pass 
unnoticed  at  the  general  meeting.  All  the  clubs  will 
have  the  resolutions  forwarded  to  them  as  passed  by  the 
committee,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  members  may  be 
acquainted  with  the  digest  of  the  scheme.  The  clubs 
will  also  instruct  their  delegates  how  to  act. 

am  sorry  to  see  that  a  few  of  the  Birmingham 
societies  who  rent  private  water  have  decided  to  allow 
their  members  to  fish  their  waters  during  the  close 
season.  This  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  is  allowed  by  cer- 
tam  clubs  who  should  set  an  example  for  their  poorer 
brethren  to  follow,  as  it  is  for  the  clubs  who  rent  water 
in  their  own  interests  to  prevent  this  wholesale  slaughter, 
and  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  fish  being  killed  that 
would  be  the  means  infuture  years  of  providing  sport  for 
the  members.  It  is  like  “  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the 
golden  egg.” 

All  the  clubs  in  the  Midlands  are  not  alike,  I  am 
pleased  to  say,  for  those  of  the  better  class  which  rent 
water,  not  only  respect  the  close  season,  but  also  fix  a 
size  for  the  various  classes  of  fish  to  be  retained.  This 
IS  what  all  water-renting  clubs  should  do. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Davies  has  been  appointed  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Kidderminster  Association,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  E.  Dutfield.  Mr.  Davies  also  informs  me  that  the 
association  has  accepted  the  Willis  Bund  Society  into 
their  association,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  Angling  Association.  The  Kidderminster  anglers 
also  intend  holding  a  hig  contest  during  the  forthcoming 
season.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  of  this,  as  it  will  put  a  bit 
of  new  life  into  the  association,  and,  I  hope,  be  a 
thorough  success. 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Test. — Several  anglers  were  out  on  Monday,  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  anything  large  being  taken.  The 
bright  and  clear  condition  of  the  water  makes  heavy 
creels  very  difficult  to  obtain  ;  rain  also  is  much  needed 
in  all  of  the  Hampshire  streams,  particularly  in  those 
which  have  a  chalky  bottom.  A  few  trout  have,  of 
course,  been  taken — two  from  the  public  waters  just 
above  St.  Cross,  at  Winchester — but  the  largest  fish 
appear  somewhat  backward.  March  Browns  are  useful 
here,  but  in  the  event  of  a  heavy  rain — and  I  sincerely 
hope  we  shall  have  it  soon — then  I  should  prefer  the 
minnow  or  the  worm.  Of  course  the  fly  is  the  ideal 
h^'^'  •  ^  clear  water,  and  I  need  hardly  say  that  if 
the  river  remains  in  its  present  form,  the  finest  of  tackle 
must  be  used  to  stand  a  chance  of  success. 

Itchen. — Anglers  are  crying  out  for  rain,  and,  until 
we  get  a  good  shower  to  colour  the  water  just  a  wee  bit, 
we  can’t  expect  big  takes.  The  trout  are  here,  there’s 
no  douht  about  that,  for  one  has  only  to  take  an  evening 
walk  by  the  riverside  to  see  plenty  of  the  speckled 
beauties.  Rises  are  generally  frequent  in  the  early 
morning  before  the  sun  gets  too  powerful. 


Avon. — Since  my  last  report  two  grand  salmon  have 
been  taken  at  Ringwood.  Captain  Douglass  had  a 
28i-pounder,  and  another  gentleman,  whose  name  has 
slipped  my  tongue,  had  one  about  261b.  Both  were  in 
splendid  condition.  Several  smaller  fish  have  been 
taken,  and  a  few  good  trout,  but  rain  is  greatly  needed 
to  ensure  good  sport.  The  hot  broiling  weather  has 
brought  many  of  the  feathered  trihe  amongst  us  before 
their  time,  and  at  the  rivers  can  be  noticed  flies 
innumerable  hatched  by  the  warm  rays.  An  old  angler 
states  that  he  fails  to  remember  such  a  spell  of  fine 
weather  in  the  whole  of  his  career — for  the  time  of  year 
of  course.— J.  E.  W.  _ 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  holidays  have  come  and  gone,  without  any  change 
in  the  phenomenal  weather  which  has  prevailed  during 
the  latter  half  of  sturdy  March,”  a  month  which  has 
this  year  proved  that  it  is  not  always  one  of  “  many 
weathers.”  To  the  ordinary  pleasure-seeker  Easter, 
1893,  has  afforded  unlimited  opportunity  for  outdoor 
recreation.  Anglers,  however,  are  not  ordinary  mortals  ; 
they  admire  not  the  sunn.y  sky  and  absence  of  rain  when 
on  fishing  bent.  Like  true  philosophers,  nevertheless, 
the.v  make  the  most  of  conditions  as  they  are,  and  Good 
Friday  found  many  of  the  brotherhood  indulging  in 
their  favourite  pastime.  A  fair  contingent  visited  the 
Pool  and  its  tributaries,  amongst  whom  were  Messrs. 
Garnett,  Hoggarth,  F.  Pollitt,  C.  Bateson,  and  others 
from  Kendal.  The  two  last-named  gentlemen  were  pro¬ 
bably  the  most  successful,  returning  home  with  a  very 
respectable  show  for  their  outing.  A  large  number  of 
eels  and  a  few  “  flounders  ”  were  also  taken  from  these 
waters,  both  with  worm  and  the  murderous  eel-spear. 
Many  anglers  have  also  been  found  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Kent,  Mr.  J.  Whitehead  on  several  occasions 
haying  panniers  of  from  five  to  twenty-three  trout.  On 
Friday  Mr.  R.  Anson  had  51b.,  and  on  the  following  day 
thirteen  fish  said  to  have  been  the  best  capture  of  the 
week,  averaging,  our  informant  states,  “  over  half-a- 
pound  ”  each.”  Amongst  others,  Mr.  Wilson  had  seven 
nice  trout ;  Mr.  N.  Bolton,  five  ;  Mr.  C.  Macdonald, 
eight  or  nine  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Mann  a  few  good  fish  in  the 
vicinity  of  Staveley. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Jackson  and  friend,  trolling  in  Bassen- 
thwaite  Lake,  secured  two  or  three  good  trout  of  about 
a  pound  each.  While  playing  one  fish  it  was  seized  by 
a  monster  pike  which  broke  the  tackle  and  escaped. 

Trolling  has  also  accounted  for  many  in  Derwent- 
water,  the  following  catches  being  to  hand ;  Mr.  J. 
Lowther,  seven,  best  31b.  ;  Messrs.  J.  Hodgson  and  W. 
Newton,  four,  two  best  scaling  61b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Kirkley, 
four ;  Mr.  J.  Watt,  two,  one  41b.  and  the  other  IJlb. 
Other  successful  anglers  were  Messrs.  J.  Hudspith,  C. 
Alcock,  J.  Fisher,  and  J.  Bowe.  The  baits  most  largely 
patronised  were  the  natural  and  artificial  minnow. 
The  want  of  rain  is  beginning  to  be  felt  generally,  and 
most  streams  are  now  lower  than  they  ought  to  be. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  tbe  Bdftor  Him  fishing  Gazette. 

On  Good  Friday  an  open  match  was  fished  in  the 
Crompton  Lodges  at  Moses  Gate  for  five  valuable  prizes, 
with  the  following  result : — Ist  prize,  G.  Bromilow  ; 
2nd  prize,  G.  Heywood ;  3rd  prize.  Walker  ;  4th 
prize,  T.  Bromilow  ;  5th  prize,  O.  Wolstencroft.  With 
the  exception  of  the  third  prize,  all  prize  winners  hailed 
from  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Society,  whose  head¬ 
quarters  are  at  Clifton.  A  visit  to  this  club  was  paid 
by  two  Manchester  gentlemen  on  the  1st,  and  naturally 
found  the  members  in  good  spirits  over  their  pro¬ 
nounced  success.  Theyareinot  likely  to  be  short  of  clocks 
for  some  time  to  come. 

Amateur  or  cheap  law  is  a  dangerous  policy,  and  the 
interests  of  Manchester  anglers  are  sulfering  just  at 
present  in  consequence  of  such  a  policy.  Fortunately 
money  is  scarce,  or  a  very  remarkable  deed  is  about  the 
finest  subject-matter  for  a  lawsuit  that  it  is  possible  to 
find. 

From  time  immemorial  angling  has  been  looked  upon 
as  a  purely  unselfish  sport ;  but,  when  we  hear  of  one 
society  offering  ^826  for  the  waters  held  by  another 
society  for  ^616,  words  fail  to  express  the  feelings  of  all 
honest  anglers.  That  a  club  already  boasting  of  some 
half  dozen  private  waters  for  less  than  fifty 
members,  to  try  and  buy  over  at  a  higher  price 
the  only  private  fishing  of  some  hundreds  of  working 
men  is  a  contemptible  action,  and,  if  persisted  in,  the 
chief  actors  will  be  at  once  denounced  in  print.  Such 
actions  remind  us  of  the  man  who  coveted  Naboth’s 
vineyard.  Some  little  doubt  exists  in  the  minds  of 
many  anglers  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  rule  dealing  with 
Sunday  fishing  in  any  association.  For  instance,  the  two 
Manchester  associations  have  rules  discountenancing 
Sunday  fishing  but  still  allow  it  to  be  done,  and  many 
argue  that  the  said  rule  should  be  expunged.  Now,  to 
discountenance  is  not  to  prohibit  but  to  forbear  pro¬ 
moting  or  encouraging,  and  the  two  executives  are  wise 
in  abstaining  from  any  attempt  to  deprive  a  man  of  his 
birthright  of  free-agency. 

The  Salford  Friendly  Angling  Society  has  recently 
passed  a  rule  allowing  the  members  to  take  and  weigh  in 
pike  all  the  year  round.  In  this  club  pike  are  con¬ 
sidered  poachers,  and,  whilst  in  days  gone  past  may 
have  been  useful  in  keeping  other  fish  within  bounds, 
at  present  are  fast  depleting  our  waters  of  fish. 

'The  New  Islington  Teetotal  Angling  Society  has 
removed  headquarters  to  70,  South  Porter-street,  Butler- 
street,  Manchester.  Their  strength  is  augmented,  and 
the  society  is  determined  to  support  every  movement  of 


a  local  character,  to  endeavour  to  provide  sport  for 
working  men  and  other  anglers.  This  is  a  commendable 
and  creditable  policy.  _ 

FROM  MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

All  the  rivers  in  this  district  have  fallen  to  summer 
level,  and,  with  bright  weather,  east  wind,  and  low, 
clear  water,  little  has  been  done.  In  the  Wye,  about 
and  below  Monmouth,  I  can  only  hear  of  one  fish  being 
killed.  This  was  got  by  Mr.  Prosser  and  weighed  161b. 
It  was  caught  with  the  artificial  minnow.  Although 
both  fly  and  prawn  have  been  tried,  it  has  been  without 
success,  and  I  don’t  think  there  are  many  clean  fish  in 
this  part  of  the  river  as  yet.  The  Monnow  is  also  com¬ 
pletely  out  of  trim.  As  showing  what  a  late  river 
this  is,  two  trout  were  caught  the  other  day,  about  jlb 
each,  with  the  spawn  running  out  of  them.  In  my  opinion 
March  1  is  too  early  to  begin,  and  the  opening  might 
well  bo  delayed  for  another  month. 

The  Grannom  has  just  come  on,  and  will  kiU  if  the 
water  comes  into  condition.  I  always  think  that  fisher¬ 
men  make  a  mistake  in  dressing  this  fly  with  the  green 
bunch  of  eggs  on  the  tail.  Directly  the  fly  touches  the 
water  he  drops  this,  and  it  is  then  that  he  is  taken  by 
the  fish.  At  any  rate,  I  have  found  the  one  without  the 
eggs  kill  best  in  these  parts. 

Mr.  Crompton-Roberts  has  been  hard  at  work  netting 
his  water  near  Monmouth  in  order  to  get  out  the  coarse 
fish,  and  is  re-stocking  with  trout  of  a  fresh  blood. 
This  lower  part  of  the  fishing  has  been  neglected  of  late 
years,  but  now  that  it  is  being  energetically  taken  in 
hand  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  become  as 
good  ss  any  other  part  of  the  river,  except  that  it  has 
more  deep,  dead  water  than  the  upper  reaches. 

The  river  is  now  strictly  preserved,  and  everything  is 
being  done  to  improve  it  from  source  to  mouth.  There 
is  hardly  a  portion  of  the  river  now  (certainly  in  its 
lower  parts),  where  anything  but  the  artificial  fly  is 
allowed,  but  it  is  a  very  shy  river,  and  difficult  to  fish  on 
account  of  trees. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Trout  fishing  commenced  in  earnest  on  the  1st,  several 
rods  being  out  that  day,  but,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the 
water  in  all  our  local  streams,  little  was  done. 

On  Monday  (Bank  Holiday)  several  anglers  were  out 
with  the  fly  rod,  but  takes  were  again  small,  the  best 
bag  being  6i-  brace.  The  best  fish  yet  is  one  of  2ilb., 
while  one  of  11b.  4oz.  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Simpson. 
This  gentleman  on  Friday  had  some  good  roach  from  the 
Wensum,  at  Hellesdon,  two  fish  I  saw  when  he  had  just 
landed  them  were  Ijlb.  each  ;  he  also  had  ten  splendid 
dace  the  same  day. 

That  veteran  angler,  Mr.  W.  Mills,  of  the  Bordesley 
Waltonians,  Birmingham,  was  fishing  at  Salhonse  on 
Monday  with  Mr.  W.  Cushing,  of  Norwich.  The  total 
bag  of  the  two  anglers  was  3^  stone  of  perch,  several  of 
which  were  over  lib.  and  one  was  21b. 

Another  good  bag  of  coarse  fish,  mostly  roach,  tota 
4  stone,  was  made  by  two  anglers  on  Monday,  near  Nor¬ 
wich,  I  believe  from  the  Wensum,  at  Cossey.  Mr. 
Gunn,  who  saw  some  of  the  fish,  told  me  to-day  that  a 
score  of  them  were  over  l^lb.  a  fish,  and  they  were  a 
splendid  lot  altogether.  _ 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

On  Easter  Monday  I  received  a  call  at  Trent  Bridge 
from  a  very  old  friend  and  once  enthusiastic  angler,  Mr. 
W.  Shrewsbury,  pater  of  Arthur  Shrewsbury,  the  distin¬ 
guished  cricketer.  His  mission  to  me  was  to  assure  me 
that  I  ought  to  come  without  delay  to  the  quaint  little 
village  of  Fiskerton,  and  there  try  for  several  big  salmon 
which  he  explained  were  often  leaping  in  the  river  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Tub  Hole  and  Boat  Hole — formerly  noted 
barbel  swims.  The  waters  here  are  rented  by  Mr.  David 
Slater,  of  Newark,  and  my  object  more  particularly  in 
calling  attention  to  my  friendly  chat  with  Mr.  Shrews¬ 
bury  is  to  let  Mr.  Slater’s  subscribers  know  that  there 
may  possibly  be  a  bit  of  sport  in  store  for  them  there. 

Nottingham  anglers  cordially  thank  your  Derbyshire 
contributor  for  his  explanation  last  week  of  the  legal 
powers  supposed  to  be  possessed  by  a  body  here  styling 
themselves  the  Notts  Anglers’  Association.  They  are 
now  thoroughly  satisfied  as  to  their  status.  Having  no 
rented  waters  of  their  own,  it  certainly  seemed  surprising 
to  some  that  they  were  able  to  institute  criminal  pro¬ 
ceedings  against  offenders,  and  obtain  convictions  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  and  their  sealed 
bye-laws.  People  now  know  their  position,  and  are 
obliged,  especially  as  the  writer  of  the  explanation  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  was  called  upon  in  his 
official  espaoity  to  produce  the  bye-la  vs  under  which 
justices  in  the  recent  cases  proceeded  to  convict. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Charles  Reade,  the  novelist,  in  one  of  his  works  of 
fiction,  speaks  of  the  rivers  of  Sheffield  as  “  blacking,” 
creeping  through  the  town  ‘‘heavily  charged  with  dyes, 
clogged  with  putridity,  and  bubbling  with  poisonous 
gases,  till  at  last  they  turn  to  mere  ink,  stink,  and 
malaria,  and  people  the  churchyards  as  they  go.” 
Times  have  changed  since  then,  and  with  them  the 
rivers  have  undergone  an  alteration  for  the  better.  An 
enlightened  corporation  has  somewhat  tardily  taken  in 
hand  the  work  of  looking  after  the  local  streams,  and 
now,  if  not  exactly  as  clear  as  crystal,  they  at  least  are 
capable  of  supporting  fish.  A  week  ago  last  Thursday, 
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a  trout  weighing  lib.  7oz.,  and  measuring  16in.  in 
length,  was  caught  in  the  Don  behind  the  Wicker,  while 
only  a  week  or  two  before  then  a  similar  fish  was  ob¬ 
served  in  the  same  river  at  Brightside,  two  miles  further 
down,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  armour  and 
great  steel-producing  works.  These  are  encouraging 
signs,  and  inspire  us  with  hope  that  ere  long  we  may 
angle  for  trout  at  Lady’s  Bridge,  as  did  our  forefathers 
less  than  a  century  ago. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Glorious  weather  has  favoured  Easter  anglers,  and 
the  Severn  side  has  been  freely  visited,  and  with  fair 
results,  although  the  streams  have  been  rather  too  low 
and  clear  for  heavy  creels  to  be  the  result  of  a  day’s 
sport. 

Is  the  fishing  of  the  Severn  vested  in  the  riparian 
owners  or  the  general  public  r  This  question  is  occu¬ 
pying  the  attention  of  many  a  Shropshire  angler,  now 
that  the  Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Association  has 
announced  its  intention  of  taking  almost  absolute  con¬ 
trol  of  the  fisheries,  and  levying  a  licence  fee  from  all 
anglers  fishing  for  game  fish  in  the  county  of  Salop — 
excluding  only  the  river  within  the  limits  of  Shrewsbury. 
Local  angling  societies,  and  anglers  generally,  have  not 
yet  quite  decided  what  position  to  assume  in 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  new  body.  They 
are  not  quite  clear  whether  they  should  fight  riparian 
owners  for  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  which 
they  have  so  long  possessed,  of  fishing  the  river 
uninterruptedly,  or  whether  they  should  co-operate 
with  an  ;;  association  formed  (as  it  is  stated  by 
the  promoters)  purely  and  simply  to  better  the  im¬ 
poverished  condition  of  the  Severn  fisheries  in  the 
upper  Severn  and  its  tributaries.  They  acknowledge 
the  programme  put  forth  by  the  Association  to  be  a 
liberal  and  satisfactory  one  if  carried  out  on  the  lines 
publicly  set  forth  by  the  hon.  secretary — whose  personal 
fairness  is  undeniable — but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
more  hard  thinking  of  the  angling  fraternity  are  not 
quite  satisfied  as  to  what  use  the  power  now  sought  may 
be  put  to,  if  once  obtained  and  the  fisheries  handed  over 
to  the  riparian  owners.  They  have  no  guarantee,  they 
justly  argue,  that  the  licence  fee  now  fixed  by  the  new 
association  at  5s.  per  annum  (including  the  Conser¬ 
vator’s  Is.  licence)  will  not  in  a  few  years  be  increased 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  almost  prohibitory  to 
the  general  run  of  anglers,  and  subsequently  that  tickets 
will  not  be  limited  to  a  select  few,  and  the  public  fishing 
rights  wholly  disregarded-  These,  then,  are  the  broad 
arguments  for  and  against  the  action  of  the  riparian 
owners  who  constitute  the  newly-inaugurated  Shropshire 
Severn  Angling  Society.  Our  own  view,  as  we  have  before 
expressed  it,  is  that  so  long  as  the  work  of  the 
association  is  carried  out  in  the  liberal  spirit  that  we 
are  assured  by  the  promoters  prompted  its  foundation, 
anglers  will  have  cause  to  be  grateful,  and  much  good 
will  result.  The  present,  then,  is  safe,  but  time  only 
will  prove  to  what  use  the  power,  if  obtained,  will  be 
put  to.  As  far  as  the  legal  aspect  of  the  case  is 
concerned  we  have  every  cause  for  believing  that  the 
angling  public  have  a  very  good  case  to  fight  if  they  so 
desired,  and  that,  although  riparian  owners  have 
successfully  contested  cases  on  one  or  two  English, 
Irish,  and  Scotch  rivers,  the  Severn  fisheries  will  be 
found  to  belong  to  the  public.  Ancient  documents  are 
in  existence  which  prove  them  to  have  been  in  the  gift 
of  the  Crown,  and  to  have  been  granted  by  successive 
Royal  charters  to  the  general  public,  while,  as  far  as  the 
borough  of  Shrewsbury  is  concerned,  these  rights  are 
moreover  vested  also  by  Royal  charter  in  the  bailiff 
(now  mayor),  burgesses,  and  councilmen  of  the  town. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Severn  and  Teme  are  running  very  low  and  fine, 
but  the  charming,  sunny  weather  we  have  been  having 
has  brought  many  flies  on  the  water,  and  improved  the 
fishing  very  much.  The  dace  and  roach  are  heading  up 
the  rivers  to  spawn,  and  are  in  shoals  under  the  weirs, 
and,  much  to  be  regretted,  numbers  of  the  pot- hunting 
fraternity,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board,  are  daily  to  be  found  on  these  weirs  taking  these 
fish  by  fair  means  and  by  foul,  and  yet  none  of  them  are 
prosecuted.  Members  of  the  various  angling  societies 
have  loudly  protested  against  it,  and,  although  they  pro¬ 
vide  nearly  half  the  revenue  of  the  board,  their  interests 
are  neglected,  and  this  wholesale  slaughter  of  breeding 
fish  has  grown  year  after  year  until  at  the  present  time 
the  Severn  between  Diglis  and  Camp  Weirs  is  not  worth 
fishing. 

There  has  been  but  a  very  few  trout  takeu  in  the 
Severn  in  this  district,  but  in  the  Teme  and  in  the 
brooks  there  have  been  some  very  good  catches,  and  the 
condition  of  the  fish  much  improved.  One  angler  had, 
on  Monday,  4  brace  of  beauties  ;  another,  3J  brace,  and 
several  from  one  to  two  brace.  One  drawback  to  anglitjg 
in  the  Teme  at  the  present  time  is  the  shoals  of  samlets. 
You  can  hardly  make  a  throw  but  yon  hook  one  or  two 
of  them,  and  the  pastime  of  unhooking  them  and 
returning  them  to  the  water  soon  becomes  very  irksome 
indeed.  Several  grayling  have  been  caught  and,  of  course, 
returned  to  the  water  again.  They  appear  to  have 
spawned,  and  are  lank  and  lean. 

The  March  Brown,  Bed  Palmer,  Cowdnng,  and  Iron 
Blue  are  the  best  flies  on  the  Teme,  but  the  heaviest 
fish  were  taken  with  the  worm. 
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FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

A  report  is  to  hand  from  a  correspondent  in  the  Thirsk 
district  stating  that  about  a  week  ago  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  intended  forwarding  500  troutlets  to  be 
placed  in  the  Codbeck  to  the  north  of  the  town,  but  the 
sudden  change  which  tock  place  in  the  temperature  of 
the  weather  in  the  earlier  portion  of  the  week  prevented 
this.  It  is  also  the  intention  of  the  Thirsk  Angling 
Association  to  shortly  purchase  some  1500  more,  and 
place  them  in  the  Codbeck.  This  is  exceeding  good 
news,  for  it  indicates  that  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Biard 
are  commencing  to  cultivate  our  streams  in  return  for 
our  paying  trout  licences.  Thousands  of  anglers 
throughout  Yorkshire  take  out  such  licences,  and  it  is 
but  just  that  they  should  see  some  return  for  their 
money.  Many  anglers  will  doubtless  visit  the  Codbeck 
during  the  ensuing  season,  for  its  superior  qualities  are 
widely  known.  One  advantage  it  possesses  is  that  it 
rises  on  limestone,  while  several  of  our  local  streams 
derive  their  resources  from  peaty  moorlands. 

The  trout  supply  in  the  Codbeck,  however,  could  not 
be  altogether  regarded  as  bad.  Perhaps  this  was  due 
to  the  fact  that,  a  few  years  ago,  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Kings¬ 
ley,  rector  of  Kilvington,  put  some  thousands  of  Eye 
troutlets  into  the  water  in  the  vicinity  of  Thornton-le- 
Street,  and  North  and  South  Kilvington.  In  a  very 
short  while,  fishing  in  the  river  ought  to  be  in  full 
swing.  While  on  the  subject,  I  might  remark  that 
during  the  past  winter  some  excellent  sport  has  been  had 
amongst  the  grayling.  The  fish  seem  to  have  increased, 
and  several  have  been  taken  weighing  nearly  two 
pounds.  As  regards  pike,  very  few,  it  would  appear, 
have  been  seen.  These  fish,  it  will  be  remembered, 
formerly  used  to  play  wholesale  havoc  amongst  the 
trout.  T. 

Beautiful  summerlike  weather  favoured  the  holidays 
this  year,  but,  for  the  most  part,  the  streams  were  too 
low  and  clear  for  successful  angling.  'This  was  especi¬ 
ally  so  with  regard  to  the  Swale  at  Richmond,  while 
the  other  streams  shared  the  same  fate  more  or  less. 
A  few  gentlemen  spent  their  holidays  by  the  waterside, 
but,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  make  out,  only  had 
indifferent  luck.  Rain  is  greatly  needed  just  now. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN.— Daring  the  holidays,  rod  fishing  on  all  our 
lakes  and  rivers  was  in  great  request.  A  drive  along  the 
magnificent  stretch  of  the  Liffey,  from  Dublin  to  Lucan, 
on  Monday,  revealed  to  our  gaze  any  amount  of  trout 
fishers  in  quest  of  the  favourite  sport.  The  extremely 
low  fares  offered  by  the  various  railway  companies 
induced  many  anglers  to  visit  the  convenient  country 
rivers,  and,  in  this  respect,  Wicklow  had  a  very  large 
share  of  attention.  Lough  Dan,  up  in  the  mountains, 
was  greatly  patronised,  as  it  specially  is  on  all  holiday 
times.  Three  and  a  half  miles  from  Bray  Station  brings 
us  to  this  famous  lake,  where  big  trout,  perch,  and  pike 
abound.  Several  boats  did  well  here  from  Good  Friday 
till  Easter  Monday,  and  bank  fishers  enjoyed  good  luck. 
Trout  up  to  51b.  weight  are  often  taken  in  Lough  Dan, 
and  quite  close  to  the  lake  there  is  very  good  hotel  ac¬ 
commodation. 

Woodenbridge  was  visited  by  very  many  who  fished 
from  Saturday  to  Monday,  but  until  the  brightness  and 
night  frosts  disappear,  I  would  recommend  anglers  to 
defer  their  visit. 

Glendalough  (the  Seven  Churches),  with  two  large 
lakes,  yields  good  sport  in  boat  fishing.  The  season  will 
be  better  next  month,  although  it  is  much  sought  after. 

Netting  on  the  Slaney,  which  opened  on  Ist  inst.,  has 
been  a  great  success,  and  large  takes  of  salmon  have 
been  the  result,  thereby  proving  the  excellence  of  this 
river  for  salmon  fishing.  The  fish  run  from  171b.  to  301b. 
as  an  average,  and  the  latest  reports  say  there  are 
plenty  of  them.  Many  Wexford  people  were  up  with 
rod  and  line  along  the  river,  and  did  well,  whilst  not^  a 
few  Dublin  sportsmen  also  continue  to  arrive  in  Ennis- 
corthy  for  the  fishing. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren-Jackson,  of  Abanesh,  have 
taken  the  Oak  Grove  fishing,  and  have  made  quite  a 
record  last  week,  Mrs.  Warren  Jackson  killing  eleven, 
and  Mr.  Warren  Jackson  fifteen. 

The  opening  of  the  fishing  season  at  Baltimore  has 
been  remarkably  successful ;  the  fishing  crafts  are 
numerous  and  the  takes  large.  I  learn  that  ice  vessels 
are  expected,  and  everything  looks  favourable  for  a 
successful  season. 

Lord  Dunraven,  I  hear,  is  spending  the  Easter  recess 
at  Adare  Manor,  where  he  is  enjoying  good  salmon  fish¬ 
ing.  The  Countess  of  Dunraven  and  the  Ladies 
Wyndham  Quin  are  also  at  the  family  place. 

Lord  Wolseley,  who  is  a  great  lover  of  the  gentle  art, 
enjoyed  a  capital  day’s  fishing  at  Oldbridge  last  week  ; 
he  was  the  guest  of  Colonel  Coddington,  J.P.,  another 
Waltonian  expert.  “  Our  only  General  ’  inspected  at 
the  same  time  the  famous  St.  Lawrance  Gate,  through 
which  Cromwell  and  his  army  entered  on  the  capitula¬ 
tion  of  Drogheda  in  1649. 

The  Rev.  W.  S.  Greene,  inspector  of  Irish  Fisheries, 
has  promised  to  deliver  a  lecture  at  an  early  date  on 
“  Fisheries,”  under  the  patronage  of  the  Irish  Industrial 
League.  _ 

KERRY.— Sport  has  shown  up  a  bit  on  Waterville 
Lake,  and  amongst  other  anglers  who  had  fair  sport  on 
a  couple  of  days  I  may  mention  Major  Cresswell,  Mr. 
Donal  Leary,  Mr.  M.  Brennan,  Mr.  J.  L.  Sulhvan,  and 
a  few  others. 

On  the  mountain  lakes  of  Cummeravanig,  Drenane, 
and  Longhnabricdarrig  sport  has  been  good  at  brown 


trout,  and  several  anglers  had  baskets  of  four  dozen 
each  and  over  on  Sunday  and  Monday. 

From  south  Kerry  I  hear  that  trout  fishing  has  been 
fair,  but  salmon  angling  has  been  yielding  only  poor 
sport  in  this  direction.  ___ 

ULSTER.— The  drought  is  still  continuing,  and  from 
all  parts  of  this  province  comes  the  cry  of  low  water 
and  poor  sport.  There  has  been  a  dry  spell  of  three- 
weeks  duration. 

The  trustees  of  the  late  Lord  Leitrim  recently  com¬ 
pleted  the  Rosapenna  Hotel  on  the  shores  of  Sheep- 
haven.  CO.  Donegal,  amid  some  of  the  grande.st  scenery 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  angling  in  connection 
with  this  new  resort  of  the  tourist  is  now,  I  believe, 
open  to  those  patronising  the  hotel.  The  water  was- 
privately  rented  till  March  30.  _  ^ 

The  millowners  are  still  furious  at  Mr.  Seton-Karr’s 
proposed  Salmon  Fisheries  Amendment  (Ireland)  Bill, 
the  details  of  which  I  gave  in  last  week’s  issue  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  The  Bill  effectually  caps  the  users  of 
the  infernal  turbine,  and  every  true-hepted  angler 
should  hail  its  progress  through  Parliament  with 
pleasure.  However,  the  millers  will  oppose  it  bitterly 
in  committee. 

Last  Wednesday  afternoon  I  received  an  invitation 
from  Mr.  Thomas  McDermott,  Bond’s  Hill,  Derry,  tho 
chief  inspector  of  fisheries  in  the  Derry  district,  to  take 
a  run  over  the  new  salmon  hatchery  erected  la.st  summer 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mourne,  below  Newtonstewart,  by 
the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company.  The  only  avail¬ 
able  train  had  just  left,  so  I  pulled  out  my  ”  cushion 
tyre” — I  don’t  believe  in  “pneumatics”  for  a  long 
journey — and  at  2  p.m.  started  to  cover  the  thirty  miles 
that  lay  between  my  starting  point  and  Newtonstewart. 
The  route  lay  through  the  grandest  scenery  in  Tyrone. 
I  rode  to  Cookstown,  and  then,  striking  off  to  the 
north-east,  commenced  to  ascend  the  lower  slopes 
of  the  Sperren  range.  Crossing  the  headwaters  of  the 
Ballinderry  and  the  Broughderg  rivers  running  for  two 
or  three  miles  along  the  valley  of  the  Killucan  river,  up 
and  down  hill,  till  I  reached  the  foot  of  the  Siskin  Shrull 
mountain,  over  which  I  had  to  push  my  mount,  and  no 
easy  job  either.  A  light  climb  of  nearly  a  mile  put  me 
on  a  level,  and  the  road  then  lay  across  the  grouse 
moors,  on  which  the  E6d  Setter  Field  Trials  are 
annually  held.  From  Guencastle  to  Gortim,  the  road 
was  all  down  hill,  over  the  Owenreagh,  Formal,  and  a 
dozen  other  streams.  There  is  a  splendid  trout  stream 
at  Gortim— the  OwenkiUew.  Finally,  as  seven  o’clock 
struck,  I  ran  into  the  pretty  fishing  station  of  Newton¬ 
stewart,  snugly  nestled  in  the  mountains,  and  almost 
surrounded  by  the  broad  waters  of  the  Mourme.  I  put 
up  in  the  Abercorn  Arms,  owned  by  the  genial  Mr. 
George  Fulton,  a  thorough  angler  and  sportsman.  In 
the  morning  I  went  down  to  the  hatchery.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  owing  to  a  very  urgent  business,  Mr.  McDermott 
could  not  meet  me  till  the  evening,  an!  as  my  time  was 
limited,  I  went  over  the  place  myself,  accompanied  by 
Lyndesay,  the  very  intelligent  caretaker.  Briefly 
described,  the  hatchery  stands  on  the  eastern  bank  of 
the  Mourme  (or  more  properly  speaking,  the  StruU)  a 
mile  below  Newtonstewart,  on  that  part  of  the  river 
known  as  “The  Rocks,”  and  fifteen  miles  above  the 
tidal  flow  of  the  Foyle.  The  housj  is  one-storied, 
measuring  100ft.  by  28ft.  The  water  enters  from  the 
south-eastern  corner  into  a  chute  which  communicates 
with  the  hatching  ponds,  which  are  made  of  concrete, 
and  run  the  breadth  of  the  house,  seven  in  number. 
The  ponds  are  each  sub-divided  into  four  boxes,  in 
which  four  inches  of  water  is  constantly  flowing.  The 
water  takes  a  zigzag  course  from  pond  to  pond,  and  in 
its  course  is  constantly  running  through  gravel,  which 
purifies  it.  The  ponds  successively  drop  almost  a  foot 
in  level,  so  that  the  upper  pond  stands  nearly  seven  feet 
higher  than  the  lower  one.  The  trays  in  which  the 
spawn  is  placed  are  of  the  best  Belleek  porcelain,  15in. 
by  lOin.,  perforated  with  small  holes  to  admit  the 
water,  and  having  a  raised  edge  to  retain  the  ova.  The 
bottoms  of  the  boxes  are  corrugated,  which  allows  the 
water  free  access  to  the  trays,  and  when  the  fry  come 
out  it  forms  a  refuge  for  them.  In  the  past  season 
320,000  ova  of  Mourne  salmon,  20,000  of  Erne  salmon, 
and  some  ova  from  Cappagh  fish  were  placed  in  the 
trays.  Only  a  loss  of  about  15  per  cent,  of  the  ova  was 
experienced.  The  350,000  ova  were  got  from  seventy-five 
female  fish,  and  the  milt  from  a  similar  number  of 
males.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  mention  that  some  of 
the  ova  contained  double  germs,  and  consequently 
produced  twins.  Previous  to  my  visit,  at  various  times 
about  300,000  fry  were  turned  into  the  canal  which  com¬ 
municates  with  the  river,  and  the  remainder  are  nearly 
all  out.  The  fry  are  kept  in  the  ponds  about  five  weeks, 
or  until  the  umbilical  ova  is  absorbed.  The  incubation 
averaged  fifty-five  days.  Mr.  McDermott,  who  person¬ 
ally  superintends  the  more  critical  parts  of  the  business, 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  grand  success  which  has 
attended  his  efforts.  He  proposes  next  year  to  stock 
the  hatchery  to  its  full  capacity — 1,500,000  ova. 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


A  NUMBER  of  London  club  anglers  have  been  spending 
the  holidays  in  the  Land  of  the  Broads. 


Club  anglers  who  have  fished  with  George  Rosewel), 
of  Shepperton,  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  he  took  a 
trout  on  the  opening  day. 


A  431b.  SALMON  was  to  be  seen  in  the  window  of  a 
Fleet-street  restaurant  on  Wednesday.  It  was  not 
oaught  by  a  club  angler.  ___ 

I  WONDER  if  they  still  sell  roach  and  bream  by  the 
pound  up  Petticoat-lane  way.  I  must  give  them  a  look 
up. shortly.  _ 

Nine  pike,  the  smallest  51b.,  were,  I  hear,  caught 
by  an  angler  at  Ormesby  Broad  on  Monday. 


Have  anglers  ever  had  their  stuffed  fish  photo¬ 
graphed?  They  make  very  pretty  “pictures,”  and  do 
well  to  send  off  to  distant  angling  friends  to  remember 
one  by.  _ 


A  Norwich  angler,  named  Norton,  took  a  bream 
of  71b.  5oz.  on  Saturday.  Since  February  he  has  had 
three  bream  weighing  191b.  5oz.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
North  Heigham  Club,  and  the  members  should  be  proud 
of  him. 


The  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Club  are  arranging  to 
have  an  at-home  shortly.  Their  visitors  will  include 
the  South  London  clubmen,  and  the  meeting  promises 
to  be  a  very  interesting  and  entertaining  one.  In  the 
course  of  the  evening  Mr.  A.  Jardine,  of  pike  fame,  will 
read  a  paper.  A  “smoker”  will  follow.  I  h  ^ar  Mr. 
J.  P.  Wheeldon  will  preside. 


On  Easter  Monday  the  members  of  the  Waveney 
Angling  Club  fished  a  match  on  the  Beocles  river.  They 
had  a  good  take.  The  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  J. 
Rouse,  G.  V.  Finch,  and  Ilorrett. 


A  RUDD  weighing  lib.  13oz.  was  taken  just  before  the 
close  of  the  season  in  the  Lea  at  Ware. 


The  Chichester  Canal  has  produced  a  monster  perch 
weighing  IJlb.  The  fish,  according  to  a  report  in  the 
Sportsman ,  wsLa  speared. 


The  New  Albion  Piscatorials  have  a  trout  prize  of 
three  guineas  for  the  best  fish  taken  from  the  Thames 
•during  the  season.  It  was  presented  to  them  by  Mr. 
J.  P.  Wheeldon,  an  ardent  trout  angler.  Mr.  J.  P.  W. 
fished  at  Hampton  Court  on  Monday  with  William  M., 
but  came  off  rather  disappointingly,  running  a  brace  of 
fish  and  losing  them  both. 


Salt-water  anglers  who  use  the  rod  are  informed 
that  casting  from  the  jetty  is  not  allowed  at  Great 
Yarmouth.  _ 


A  salmon  trout  of  51b.  has  been  caught  in  a  draw- 
net  off  Gorleston.  On  Tuesday  I  also  saw  a  smaller  fish 
at  the  Frogs’  Hall,  Great  Yarmouth,  which  had  been 
caught  in  local  waters.  _ 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Pisca¬ 
torial  Society  has  just  been  held  at  the  Great  Eastern 
Hotel,  Lowestoft.  Sir  Alfred  Sherlock  Gooch,  Bart., 
occupied  the  chair,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
spent.  The  room  in  which  the  dinner  was  held  presented 
a  charming  appearance ;  bright  bunting  draped  the 
walls,  and  over  this  there  was  an  artistic  arrangement 
of  rods,  nets,  baskets,  and  fishing  tackle  of  all  descrip¬ 
tions.  Cases  of  fish  and  birds,  lent  by  Mr.  A.  Cubitt  and 
Mr.  H.  Bunn,  filled  up  the  corners  of  the  room.  The  tables 
were  decorated  with  a  profusion  of  cut  flower  s  and  plants 
in  bloom.  A  recherche  repast  was  provided  by  Host 
and  Hostess  Horne,  and  gave  complete  satisfaction.  In 
the  course  of  the  speeches  it  was  stated  that  the  society 
was  increasing  in  membership,  thirty  gentlemen  having 
joined  during  the  past  year.  Mr.  A.  G.  Emms,  the 
secretary,  reported  twelve  matches  had  been  fished  in 
the  course  of  the  season.  In  addition  to  money  prizes  to 
the  value  of  ^£14  lOs.,  the  following  special  awards  had 
been  made  ; — Special  prize  for  the  best  weight  in  bottom 
fishing  (roach  and  bream),  Mr.  Goldspink  ;  a  silver- 
mounted  spirit  flask,  presented  by  Mr.  A.  Musson. 
First  prize  for  heaviest  bream,  Mr.  Shipley,  jun.,  a  pair 
of  military  brushes,  given  by  Mr.  Roemar.  Special  for 
the  heaviest  roach,  Mr.  E.  A.  Daniels,  a  box  of  cigars, 
from  Mr.  H.  Bunn.  Special  for  specimen  codling,  Mr. 
E.  A.  Smith,  a  case  of  spirits  ;  special  for  the  largest 
catch  of  codlings,  Mr.  E.  A.  Smith,  a  sportsman’s  knife, 
given  by  Mr.  J.  Ward  ;  prize  for  the  best  pike,  the  hon. 
secretary,  box  of  cigars  from  Mr.  O’Driscoll.  Sir  Alfred 
(after  presenting  the  prizes)  announced  that  he  would 
give  a  cup,  value  five  guineas,  for  competition  amongst 
the  members  for  the  best  catch  of  the  season. 


During  the  close  season  we  occasionally  see  fresh¬ 
water  fish  exposed  on  fishmongers’  slabs.  Perhaps  they 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  following  provision  in  the 
■Mundel^  Act,  which  I  append  for  their  special  benefit 
and  guidance: — “If  any  person  during  this  close  sea¬ 


son,  buys,  stlls,  or  exposes  for  sale  any  fresh-water  fish, 
he  shall  on  summary  conviction  before  two  justices  be 
liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  40s.” 


The  Thames  is  very  low  and  bright  and  rain  would 
be  welcomed  by  the  trout-anglers.  Up  to  the  present  I 
have  not  heard  of  many  captures,  but  here  and  there  a 
fish  has  been  taken.  Several  pike  have  hung  on  and  put 
the  troutists  in  a  flurry  for  a  moment. 

A  CUTTLE-FISH,  Several  feet  long,  was  captured  at 
Yarmouth  on  Tuesday  by  a  local  beachman.  I  happened 
to  see  the  horrid-looking  creature,  which  is  very  rare 
on  this  part  of  the  coast.  Its  mouth  consisted  of  a 
horny  beak,  exactly  like  that  of  a  parrot  in  shape,  and 
it  was  provided  with  numerous  suckers.  The  beachman 
made  a  good  thing  by  exhibiting  the  cuttle-fish  on  the 
jetty  and  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 


Dr.  Foley’s  171b.  pike  from  St.  Neot’s  promises  to 
sink  into  insignificance.  The  Ouse  there — so  a  “native” 
informs  me-  -holds  one  quite  401b. 


Scene  :  Waterloo,  April  1. — Trout  angler  off  to  Sun- 
bury. — Small  boy  (displaying  basket) :  “  Look  here, 
guvner,  ain’t  this  a  fine  traout?”  T.  A.  (excitedly): 
“  Where,  boy 'r  where,  boy?  Did  you  got  it  from  the 
Thames?”  S.  B.  (exultantly):  “  Er,  yoo  April  fool. 
There  ain’t  no  traout,  at  all.  Its  taters  1  ”  [An  inquest 
is  to  be  held  on  the  S.  B.j 


The  exhibition  of  fishing  tackle  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  closes  on  the  15th  inst. 


A  FRIEND  of  mine  says  he  has  discovered  a  spot  (at  a 
mill)  on  the  Essex  Blackwater  where  some  nice  tench 
await  my  attention  next  season.  Thanks.  I  should 
like  some  of  the  roach  from  there,  too.  I  must  be 
careful]  not  to  poach  in  the  Greshamites’  preserves, 
though !  _ 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  about  Christ¬ 
church.  Look  out  in  my  next  week’s  “  Notes  ”  for  the 
latest.  _ 


“  Rambler,”  a  London  club  angler,  writes  to  me  : 
“  I  have  just  returned  from  a  fronting  excursion  on  the 
Barle,  West  Somerset,  where  the  water  is  very  clear  and 
bright.  Still,  the  trout  have  been  giving  sport  early  in 
the  morning.  With  the  water  so  clear  you  have  to  use  the 
finest  cast  obtainable.  Killing  flies  :  Olive  Quill,  Corn¬ 
crake,  and  Grannom.  Good' baskets  have  been  made  by 
the  following  :  Messrs.  Parminter  (Minehead),  Routh 
(Dulvorton),  and  H.  F.  Giles  (a  visitor),  who  has  had 
the  good  fortune  to  kill  a  trout  of  11b.  6oz.  Last  Thurs¬ 
day  1  saw  a  handsome  fish  at  the  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 
which  had  been  killed  by  a  gentleman  staying  there, 
and  which  must  have  weighed  over  lib. 


“  The  Junior  Fly  fishers  Club  have  been  well  represented 
during  the  holidays  in  this  part  by  Messrs.  Wilkins  and 
Hoyle,  the  latter  angler  having  several  good  takes  in  the 
course  of  his  stay,  largest  fish  12oz.  Many  other  gentle¬ 
men  were  successful,  in  spite  of  the  condition  of  the 
water.  As  soon  as  the  rain  comes  a  trout  angler  cannot 
do  better  than  pay  Dulverton  a  visit.  The  trout  are 
plentiful,  the  hotel  accommodation  is  good,  and  the 
charges  reasonable,  with  every  comfort  a  wandering 
angler  can  require.”  Goosequill. 


AV.  Babtleet  and  Sons’  Employes. — The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Abbey  Mills  Sick  Benefit  Society  was 
held  on  Wednesday,  March  22,  Mr.  Harold  S.  Bartleet, 
president  of  the  society,  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Edgar 
Bartleet,  vice-president,  was  also  present.  Mr.  E. 
Penrice,  secretary,  read  the  balance  sheet  and  report 
for  the  year  1892,  which  showed  the  society  was  in  a 
thoroughly  sound  financial  condition.  Mr.  H.  S.  Bart¬ 
leet,  in  a  few  well  chosen  words,  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  balance  sheet  and  report,  which  was  cordially 
agreed  to.  The  president,  vice-presidents,  chairman  of 
committee,  treasurer,  auditors,  committee  of  manage¬ 
ment,  and  secretary  were  re-elected.  A  donation  of  two 
guineas  was  voted  the  Redditch  and  District  Nursing 
Association.  Mr.  Edgar  Bartleet  gave  a  report  of  the 
year’s  work  of  the  Abbey  Mills  Benevolent  Society,  a 
separate  fund  from  the  Sick  Benefit  Society — of  which 
he  is  the  president.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  report  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edgar  Bartleet  for  the  personal  interest  they  have 
always  evinced  in  the  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  Fund,  which  is  reserved  exclusively  for  deserving 
and  necessitous  cases.  Mr.  E.  Bartleet  returned  thanks 
for  the  vote,  and  the  meeting  terminated  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  officers  and  committee. 


Holloway  s  Oinbnoit  and  Pills. — Diseases  of  the  skin. — No  case 
of  disease  of  the  skin,  be  its  nature  what  it  may,  has  failed  to  be 
benefited  when  these  potent  remedies  have  been  properly  appJied. 
In  scrofulous  and  scorbutic  affections  they  are  especially  service¬ 
able.  Scurvy  and  eruptions,  which  had  resisted  all  other  modes 
of  treatment  and  gradually  become  worse  from  year  to  year,  have 
been  completely  cured  by  Holloway’s  cooling  Ointment  and  puri¬ 
fying  Pills,  which  root  out  the  disease  from  the  blood  itself  and 
leave  the  constitution  free  from  every  morbid  taint.  In  the 
nursery  Holloway’s  Ointment  should  be  ever  at  hand ;  it  will  give 
ease  in  sprains,  contusions,  burns,  scalds,  and  infantile  eruptions, 
and  may  always  safely  be  applied  by  any  ordinary  attendant. 


l-ejroxts  from  Clubs 

Anglers’  Association,  Forestirs’  Hall,  Ckrken- 
well-road,  E.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the  general 
committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next^ 
April  10,  at  8.30,  and  the  renting  and  preservation  com¬ 
mittee  at  9.30. — R.  Ghurnby,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.- — Western  District. — A 
visit  was  paid  to  the  Independent  Brothers  on  the  20th  ; 
upon  the  roll  being  called  fourteen  clubs  responded ;  the 
A.  B.  B.  contained  Gs.  6d.  A  visit  was  also  paid  to  the 
Marylebone  on  the  29th,  eleven  clubs  being  well  repre¬ 
sented,  the  A.  B.  box  was  opened  and  found  to  contain 
153.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Phoenix,  at  the 
Crown,  Pancras-road. — J.  Jennings. 

Anglers  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  Mi  133.  9d. 
Dalston,  .£1  8s.  St.  John’s,  .£1  Gs.  Original  Alexandra 
Angling  Societies  ;  and  15s.  Gd.  from  H.  J.  Tibbatts, 
The  Citizen,  Houndsditch,  from  their  donation  boxes. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on 
Friday  evening,  April  14,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— On  Wed¬ 
nesday  week  the  members  of  the  above  society  held 
their  quarterly  meeting,  and  during  the  evening 
numerous  prizes  were  distributed  to  their  respective 
winners,  viz.  :  Mr.  C.  Watkin,  15s.  (club  prize)  and  a 
gold  brooch,  given  by  Bro.  Fowler  ;  Mr.  A.  Glass,  ISs. 
(club  prize) ;  Mr.  T.  Bowling,  10s.  Gd. ;  Mr.  D.  Davies, 
lOs.  Gd. ;  Mr.  Hickson,  10s.  Gd.  ;  Mr.  Jones,  lOs.  Gd.  ; 
Mr.  Fowler,  lOs.  Gd.  The  election  of  officers  then  took 
place,  Mr.  D.  King  being  elected  president  of  the 
society,  Mr.  Turnham  (host)  as  chairman,  Messrs.  D. 
Davis  and  Mallett  as  auditors,  and  Messrs.  Wade,  Jones, 
and  Fowler  as  stewards  for  the  annual  dinner  that  will 
take  place  at  the  club  house  on  Wednesday,  May  10. 
On  Wednesday,  April  19,  Mr.  Alf  Jardine  will  read  a 
paper  to  our  members,  entitled  “Angling  Ways  and 
Angling  Days,”  and  on  the  same  evening  we  shall  take 
our  visit  on  the  South  London  List.  Mr.  D.  Davis  was 
elected  as  secretary  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  A.  G. 
Smith  through  pressure  of  business.  Thanking  you  for 
your  support  during  my  term  of  office.— A.  G.  Smith. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — Members  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Wednesday  next,  the  12th  inst.,  for  important  busi¬ 
ness.  1  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  members  will  let  me 
have  their  prize  as  early  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
committee  may  allot  them. — A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  last  day 
of  the  season  falling  on  Good  Friday,  and,  being  our 
meeting  night,  members  were  allowed  to  weigh-in  on 
that  night.  Two  of  them  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  and  brought  us  a  fine  show  of  roach,  all  of 
them  in  good  condition — Mr.  W.  Streeton  321b.  and  Mr. 
H.  Patman  IGlb.,  making  over  901b.  the  latter  member 
has  weighed  in  during  March.  The  third  annual  concert 
in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society 
will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  as  above  on  Tuesday, 
the  25tli  inst.,  when  the  company  of  brother  anglers  will 
be  esteemed  a  favour. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — 1  wisn  members  would  show  up  in 
better  force  than  they  have  been  doing  on  meeting 
nights,  as  there  is  plenty  of  business  to  do  concern¬ 
ing  our  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  which  we 
want  to  take  place  shortly.  All  members  in  arrears 
kindly  settle  up  as  soon  as  possible. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Special  meeting 
is  called  for  Wednesday  next,  the  12th,  to  arrange  date 
for  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes.  Atten¬ 
dance  is  requested.  Messrs.  Rundall  and  Ward  have 
had  some  nice  trout,  the  heaviest  by  Mr.  Rundall, 
weight  31b.  |oz. — J.  H. 

Central  Association. — The  usual  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  on  Monday  next,  10th  inst., 
at  8  30  p.m. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
Copenhagen  Angling  Society  on  Thur^day  evening, 
March  30,  Mr.  Ben  Cliff  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
Abbot.  Fifteen  societies  were  represented.  There  was 
plenty  of  harmony,  and  the  large  club-room  was  crowded. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Midland  Angling  Society, 
held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales,  King’s-road,  St.  Pancras, 
which  will  be  their  first  visit  on  this  list. — F.  Castell, 
hon.  sec. 

Eastern  Piscatorial  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Gill- 
street,  Limehouse,  E.— Seeing  that  the  next  return  visit 
on  No.  1,  Eastern  District  List,  comes  to  the  above 
society,  we  have  decided  that  it  will  take  place  on  Mon¬ 
day,  April  24,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  the 
company  of  as  many  anglers  and  friends  as  can  make  it 
convenient  to  attend.  We  can  promise  all  a  very  enjoy¬ 
able  evening.— W.  Bartlett,  hon.  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — The  monthly  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  at  the  Wellington,  Mr.  G.  H. 
White  in  the  chair.  The  first  business  of  the 
evening  was  the  opening  of  the  society’s  box  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  by  Mr.  Brougham, 
their  secretary,  who  had  specially  attended  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  The  box  was  found  to  contain  the  sum  of 
£2  2s.  Mr.  Brougham  stated  that  the  Epsom 

Angling  Society  had  broken  the  record,  their  box  yield¬ 
ing  more  than  any  other  that  had  at  anytime  previously 
been  opened.  He  then  proceeded  briefly  to  state  the 
amount  of  work  done  by  his  society  toward  the  stocking, 
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preservation,  Ac.,  of  the  Thames. —  The  chairman  pro¬ 
posed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Brougham,  for  his 
attendance,  and  the  information  with  which  he  had 
supplied  them.  —  Mr.  Woodford  seconded,  and  the 
same  was  unanimously  carried. — The  chairman  then 
announced  the  reading,  by  Mr.  Jeffery,  of  “  The 
Old  Fisherman’s  Story  ”  which,  when  read,  nroved 
to  be  of  a  highly  interesting  character,  and  with 
which  the  company  were  much  entertained.  At  its  con¬ 
clusion  the  chairman  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  reader,  which  was  duly  accorded.  Mr.  Woodford 
proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  so 
ably  presiding,  concluding  by  expressing  his  regret  at 
the  absence  of  his  father,  Mr.  G.  White,  but  trusted  that 
he  would  return  among  them  from  the  tour  he  was 
making,  with  his  health  thoroughly  restored.  The  com- 
any  unanimously  responded,  and  the  usual  musical 
ononrs  were  accorded.  The  chairman,  in  thank¬ 
ing  the  company,  admitted  that  he  was  not  much  of  a 
river  angler,  but  knew  more  about  sea  fishing,  and  should 
like  at  some  future  meeting  to  have  a  controversy  as  to 
the  relative  merits  of  the  two  classes  of  sport.  During 
the  evening  some  capital  songs  were  given  by  Messrs. 
Dix,  J.  Jeffery,  Sax,  and  J.  Knights,  the  latter  pre¬ 
siding  at  the  piano. — Edward  William  Hailes, 
hon.  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— As  usual  on  the 
Tuesdays  succeeding  Bank  Holidays,  there  was  no 
meeting  last  Tuesday.  The  annual  dinner  of  members 
and  their  friends  will  take  place  at  the  society’s  rooms. 
Masons’  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday 
the  18th  inst,  when  Harry  Seymour  Foster,  Esq.,  M.P. 
for  Lowestoft,  and  ex-sheriff  of  London,  will  preside. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society. — The  prize  given 
by  Mr.  Joel  Davis  for  the  gross  weights  of  roach  taken 
before  fence  months  has  been  won  by  Mr.  Callcutt. 
Members  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  next  Wednesday 
is  quarterly  night,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  full  muster. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  Wednesday,  the 
29th  inst.  Mr.  H.  Butt  secured  first  honours,  Mr.  G. 
Rogers  second,  Mr.  T.  Goodwins  third. — H.  B. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — Our  last  week’s 
meeting  was  very  well  attended,  and  three  new  members 
were  nominated  and  will  be  elected  this  week.  Sir 
Robert  Cunliffe,  Bart.,  and  Henry  Dennis,  Esq.,  J.P., 
were  added  to  our  list  of  patrons.  The  new  book  of 
rules,  containing  information  in  respect  to  a  good  few 
available  fishing  places,  with  full  particulars  of  our  own 
waters,  will  be  ready  for  issue  at  the  meeting  on  the 
6th.  Magnificent  weather  has  prevailed  during  the 
holidays  in  this  district  and  in  North  Wales ;  in  fact, 
it  has  been  quite  phenomenal,  and  the  “oldest  inha¬ 
bitant’’  cannot  remember  anything  like  such  an  Easter¬ 
tide.  But  whilst  it  has  been  grand  touring  weather 
from  the  pleasure-seeking  point  of  view,  it  has  been  the 
worst  of  fishing  weather — water  low  and  clear — and,  as 
a  consequence,  light  creels.  Our  members  have  been 
principally  on  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  where  the  sport 
was  very  indifferent,  though  Mr.  H.  Francis  just 
managed  to  win  the  trout  prize  with  three  fish.  Messrs. 
Jeffreys  and  Hunt  had  also  a  little  success ;  but,  speak¬ 
ing  generally,  the  fishing  has  been  a  failure.  But  to  be 
abroad  with  nature  in  her  present  mood  is  surely  recom¬ 
pense  enough. — R.  Woolfall. 

Junior  Flyfiskers  Club,  The  Citizen,  70,  Hounds- 
ditch,  E.C. — The  first  meeting  of  the  Junior  Flyfishers 
after  the  Easter  holidays  took  place  at  headquarters  on 
the  6th  inst.,  Mr.  Evens  presiding.  Four  new  members 
were  elected,  bringpug  our  numbers  up  to  ninety-five. 
Four  gentlemen  were  nominated,  and  their  election 
takes  place  this  day  fortnight.  Several  members  gave 
us  their  experiences  of  their  Easter  holidays.  Mr. 
Jones  had  been  to  Wales,  and  had  fair  sport  with  the 
trout,  but  did  not  get  any  salmon.  Mr.  Hall  had  been 
to  Hampshire,  and  had  a  few  trout.  Mr.  Hoyle  had 
been  to  Devonshire,  and  was  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Wilkins,  and  they  both  did  fairly  well,  but  from  all 
quarters  there  seemed  to  be  a  want  of  rain.  Other 
members  gave  some  experiences,  and  after  a  general 
conversation  on  matters  piscatorial,  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  brought  a  pleasant  meeting  to  a 
close.  Our  first  outing  takes  place  on  April  16th  at 
West  Drayton.  Further  particulars  next  week. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Liverpool  Last  Lud  Angling  Association,  201, 
London-road,  Liverpool. — I  send  you  the  results  of  sport 
of  a  few  members  who  were  out  for  the  Easter  holidays. 
Mr.  J .  Hitchcock  twenty-nine  brace  of  trout,  heaviest 
fish  17oz.,  also  a  grayling,  15oz.,  heavy  in  spawn,  and 
was  returned  to  the  water.  Mr.  Pierce  nine  brace  of 
trout,  and  Mr.  Jukes  five  brace  of  trout,  the  above  fish 
were  taken  from  the  Vyrnwy  and  tributaries.  A  few 
members  also  went  to  the  river  Dee.  Mr.  How^arth  was 
successful  in  bringing  to  bank  a  trout  of  2j lb.,  there 
were  other  fish  taken,  but  none  of  any  size  worth 
recording ;  a  little  fresh  in  the  rivers  would  do  good ; 
they  are  very  low  and  fine,  and  consequently  fish  are 
shy.  Our  next  meeting  will  be  on  April  10. — B.  Jdkes, 
hon.  sec. 

■NT Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
North  Bow,  E. — We  finished  a  very  successful  season 
on  Good  Friday,  with  a  splendid  show  of  roach  from  the 
Lea,  taken  by  the  following  gentlemen : — Messrs.  A. 
Hearn,  J.  and  H.  Wright,  G.  Bond,  and  Mr.  Elsom. 
The  fish  ran  from  ^Ib.  to  lib.  3oz.,  and  were  in  fine 
TOndition.  Mr.  A  Barclay,  of  the  Royal  Oak  Angling 
Society,  favoured  us  with  a  handsome  show  of  roach  on 
■the  same  day.  The  fish  ran  very  large.  Any  anglers 
in  North  Bow  desirous  of  joining  an  angling  club  should 
give  us  a  call  one  ’Tuesday  night,  at  9  p.m.,  as  we  have  a 
vacancy  for  one  or  two  more  to  make  up  our  number, ' 


Fkoenix  Angling  Society,  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N.W. — On  Tuesday  fourteen  members  turned  up,  rather 
more  than  we  expected,  it  being  the  holiday  season. 
Mr.  Brown  gave  lOs.  6d.  for  the  largest  trout  up  to  the 
day  of  our  annual  dinner.  Members  are  specially 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  the  date 
of  the  dinner,  also  to  hear  the  committee’s  report  rela¬ 
ting  to  new  rules. — H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  assistant  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — On  Wednesday  last  we  met 
as  usual  and  proceeded  with  the  revision  of  the  rules.  I 
am  pleased  to  say  we  are  getting  on  very  well  with  them, 
but  should  like  to  see  more  members  present,  so  as  to 
get  more  ideas  and  opinions.  We  shall  be  on  them  again 
next  Wednesday,  when  I  hope  every  member  will  do  his 
utmost  to  be  present. — W.  R.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers. — Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  Angling  Society,  on  Wednesday,  the  19th 
inst.,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  Jardine  will  read  a  paper. 
To  those  who  have  heard  that  gentleman,  I  need  not  say 
anything,  but  those  that  have  not  should  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  this  opportunity. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — On  'Tuesday  last,  we 
weighed-in  our  first  trout  this  season,  a  nice  fish  of 
nearly  21b.  (not  from  the  Thames),  caught  by  Mr.  Cur¬ 
tis.  This  is  only  the  beginning,  as  several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  intend  trying  this  season.  Our  adjourned  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  took  place,  and  was  again  adjourned. 
The  season  having  closed,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
all  prizes  as  soon  as  possible  — Pelican. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. —  On  the  26th  ult.  Mr. 
Harwood  wound  up  his  season  with  a  good  show  of 
perch  from  private  waters,  fourteen  fish  weighing 
201b.  lloz.  Messrs.  Hare  and  Reaves  weighed-in  on  the 
31st.  On  Tuesday,  the  23th,  we  had  a  full  meeting. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  : — Chairman,  Mr.  H. 
Mockridge ;  vice,  Mr.  Comley ;  treasurer,  Mr.  E. 
•Pocock  ;  secretary,  Mr.  Reaves  ;  auditors,  Messrs.  J. 
Harwood  and  J.  Brace  ;  delegates,  Messrs.  Harwood 
and  Reaves.  Members  in  arrear  not  clearing  books  by 
Tuesday  next.  April  11,  will  be  fined. — H.  Reaves,  sec. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston- street,  S.W. — The  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  or  about 
the  second  Wednesday  in  May.  I  would  remind  mem¬ 
bers  that,  Wednesday  next  being  quarterly  night,  all 
subscriptions  should  be  paid.  The  election  of  auditors 
and  other  officers  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  will 
take  place  that  evening. — E.  Sutehall,  sec. 

Wal'worth  Waltonians’  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  V/alworth,  S.E. — 
At  the  special  meeting  on  Wednesday  it  'was  arranged 
that  the  distribution  of  prizes  take  place  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  April  26,  and  the  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday, 
May  3,  and  the  annual  general  meeting,  for  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  coming  season,  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  10.— Chas.  Hibble,  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  WraRS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  nume¬ 
rous  complaints  which  have  been  received,  and  the 
evidence  which  has  been  given  against  the  use  of  two 
rods  in  trout  fishing  on  the  weir  heads  have  caused  the 
committee  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
to  take  spirited  action  in  the  matter,  and  their  opinion  has 
been  sent  to  the  Thames  Conservators,  urging  the  board 
in  their  permits  to  limit  the  holders  to  the  use  of  one  rod 
only.  There  can  bo  no  doubt  the  rerhoval  of  this  mono¬ 
poly  will  cause  a  much  larger  number  of  permits  to  be 
applied  for,  and  the  board’s  exchequer  will  be  bene- 
fitted  by  it.  _  During  the  fine  weather  in  the  Easter 
recess  the  river  has  been  full  of  pleasure  boats, 
and  the  trout  fishers  have  to  fall  back  on  the 
weir  heads  to  avoid  any  interference,  only  perhaps 
to  find  one  rod  fastened  to  one  end  and  the  angler 
occupying  the  other  portion,  at  least  such  has  been 
the  evidence  of  the  past  whether  it  has  occurred 
during  Eastertide  or  not.  The  water  being  low 
and  bright  and  very  sluggish,  has  been  very  much 
against  anything  like  sport  so  far,  and  the  few  that 
have  been  taken  have  been  principally  small  ones. 
I  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society 
in  my  official  capacity  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  the  collecting  box,  which  has  only 
been  in  possession  about  six  months,  and  I  was  glad  to 
find  it  had  broken  the  record  of  all  other  collections  in 
that  way,  as  it  amounted  to  the  handsome  sum  of 
£2  7a.  and  I  had  the  encouraging  remark  it  was  hoped 
to  be  much  larger  next  year.  I  ventured  some  remarks 
on  the  work  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  although  the  atten¬ 
dance,  through  the  holidays  was  not  up  to  the  average, 
there  were  sufficient  to  evidence  their  regard  for  Thames 
preservation,  and  of  true  and  legitimate  angling.  I 
wish  them  every  success,  and  heartily  appreciate  their 
kindness  and  courtesy  to  me. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  trout  season  of  1893  on  the 
Thames  has  opened  very  auspiciously,  for  from  all 
quarters  come  reports  of  decent  doings,  and  the  chances 
of  future  success  assured.  From  late  continual  squints 
from  the  banks  of  the  Thames  I  am  fully  assured  the 
river  is  becoming  well  stocked  with  fish  worth  catching. 
In  the  Cookham  waters  Mr.  Gilbey,  out  with  my  old 
angling  tutor,  Ted  Godden,  on  the  Ist  of  the  month, 
caught  a  fish  of  71b.  Mr.  R.  F.  Jackson,  of  Westhorpe, 


writes  me  ;  “  I  took  a  nice  trout  of  51b.  on  the  Ist  (spin¬ 
ning)  ;  the  fish  was  in  first-rate  condition.  In  the  Med- 
menham  waters  on  the  opening  day  Mr.  Brown,  out  with 
Bob  Young,  had  a  grand  trout  of  91b.  Water  in  prime 
fettle,  but  wind  in  the  quarter  neither  good  for  man  nor 
beast. — Marlow  Bdzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey).  —  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong  the 
honorary  river  keeper  in  this  neighbourhood,  has  taken 
a  trout  of  31b.  14oz.  Mr.  Cartwright  one  of  2Jlb.,  and 
another  one  caught,  but  the  weight  not  ascertained. 

Thames  (Shepperton). — Mr.  George  Palmer  fishing 
with  George  Rosewell  got  his  first  trout  on  the  opening 
day,  a  nice  small  fish  over  31b.,  and  I  hear  he  has  since 
taken  another  of  51b.  Mr.  Alingkam,  of  Hampton 
Wick,  fishing  at  the  weir,  hooked  a  good  fish  of  about 
61b.,  and  just  as  he  got  it  to  the  top  of  the  water  it  broke 
away  with  some  portion  of  the  tackle.  This  same 
angler  on  the  first  day  took  a  fine  jack  of  about  101b., 
which,  not  being  badly  hooked,  was  put  back  again.  Mr. 
George  Palmer,  fishing  with  George  Rosewell,  has  taken 
another  trout  weighing  31b. 

Thames  (Weybridge).— Mr.  C.  Wheley,  fishing 
with  Herbert  Curr  at  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
opening  day,  caught  a  small  trout  of  31b.  which  he  care¬ 
fully  returned  to  the  river  again. 

Windsor  District. — The  marvellously  unseasonable 
though  glorious  weather  of  the  past  week  has  reduced 
the  river  here  to  a  very  low  summer  level  and  corre¬ 
spondingly  bright.  Under  the  circumstances  I  was 
surprised  that  a  trout  was  taken  on  the  Ist,  but  T. 
Robertson,  of  391,  Edgware-road,  London,  can  lay  claim 
to  the  honour  of  taking  the  first  fish  of  the  season  which 
he  captured  about  6  p.m.  in  the  Windsor  Weir  stream. , 
I  am  told  it  weighed  about  21b.  A  gentleman  out  with 
James  Gray  ran  two,  both  of  which  cheated  him.  The 
whereabouts  of  a  great  many  have  been  reported  to  me, 
but  till  we  get  a  good  downpour  and  wind  in  a  better 
quarter,  shall  not  trouble  about  them.  Another  grand 
stretch  of  water  has  been  taken  from  the  angler,  viz., 
that  from  Monkey  Island  to  Boveney,  a  distance  of  over 
two  miles.  Mr.  Plummer,  sen.,  has  instructions  to  sum¬ 
mons  anyone  found  fishing  from  the  Island  to  Surly 
Hall,  and  his  son,  who  has  been  appointed  river  keeper 
to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  has  received  similar  instruc¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  rest. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — We  have  had  the  most 
delightful  Easter  that  was  probably  ever  known,  but  as 
there  was  virtually  no  rain  during  March,  all  the  local 
watercourses  were  very  low  and  clear,  which  made 
against  trout  fishing.  It  continues  more  like  July  than 
April.  On  Monday  Mr.  J.  Ford  and  Mr.  A.  Ford  had  a 
nice  united  basket  of  seventeen  trout,  and  Mr.  Mean  well 
had  five  or  six  from  the  same  water.  I  have  only  been 
out  once  for  an  hour  or  two  and  took  five.  All  the  becks 
were  well  patronised,  and  several  decent  baskets  were 
taken.  Both  yearlings  and  fry  go  into  the  Beelsby  Beck 
this  week.  Last  year  considerable  numbers  were  put  in, 
and  it  should  begin  to  show  results  this  season.  I  have 
not  fished  this  water  for  five  or  six  years. —  Thomas 
Ford. 

Barle  (Dulverton). — River  very  low  and  clear. 
There  are  many  visiting  fishermen,  but  the  baskets  are 
small,  I  hear. — Iron  Blue. 

Brand  Creek. — This  grand  place,  the  junction  of  the 
Little  and  Great  Ouse,  has  been  alive  with  anglers 
during  the  holidays,  and  some  rare  good  lots  of  roach, 
perch,  and  bream  been  taken.  1  saw  a  brace  of  large 
sea-trout  dashing  about  there  last  week  ;  I  judged  them 
to  be  over  101b.  each. — William  Howlett. 

Cam. — 1  think  nearly  all  the  700  members  of  the  Cam 
and  Ouse  Society  must  have  had  a  turn  at  the  roach  last 
week.  The  banks  were  lined  all  the  way  from  Ely  to 
Hilgay.  I  saw  several  good  takes  of  roach  and  slate 
hream.  One  angler  had  over  371h.,  another  261h.,  several 
121b.,  and  very  good  fish. — William  How’lett. 

Coin  (Fairford)  . — The  trout  since  the  spawning  do 
not  rise  anything  like  so  well  as  they  did,  and  those  at 
the  town  bridge  appear  to  have  moved  off  elsewhere. 
At  present  the  river  is  in  good  condition  and  a  com¬ 
paratively  clear  stream  though  some  rain  will  soon  be 
wanted.  Yesterday  I  saw  some  nice  fish  on  the  move, 
and  longed  to  have  a  cut  at  them,  there  was  a  nice  lot 
of  March  Browns  on  about  noon.  These  Hies,  and  Olive 
Duns,  Blue  Gnats,  and  Brown  Spinners  are  the  flies  that 
have  been  on,  and  are  about  the  only  ones  that  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  here  until  May.  The  lord  of  the 
manor  retains  the  fishing  below  Broadboard  this  season, 
and  I  hear  that  he  has  put  in  several  thousand  yearlings. 
There  is  a  good  show  of  yearling  trout  on  the  publio 
water.  On  Friday  se’ennight  we  had  a  day  against  the 
jack,  am  glad  to  say  we  did  not  find  many,  but  managed 
to  net  a  hrace  and  a  half  that  weighed  about  81b.  I  saw 
yesterday  several  lovely  kingfishers  flitting  over  the 
water,  and  thought  what  a  pity  it  is  that  this  our  most 
beautiful  bird,  with  its  brilliant  plumage,  that  adds  so 
much  to  the  beauty  of  our  rural  landscape,  should  ever 
be  allowed  to  be  destroyed  in  the  ruthless  way  it  is  in. 
the  winter-time,  and  probably  become  extinct  for  the 
want  of  more  protection. — F.  L. 

Cornish.  Streams.  -  The  Easter  fishing  has  not  been 
@0  bad  as  was  anticipated.  Many  rods  kept  away  from 
the  water  from  a  belief  that  fiy-fishing  was  a  hopeless 
pursuit.  But  there  is  no  other  food  than  flies  now  for 
trout,  and  maturing  fish  must  teed  on  something.  The 
strong  breezes  have  been  much  in  the  fisher’s  favour, 
and  the  best  fishing  has  been  got  in  those  parts  of  -a 
stream  which  are  moat  exposed  to  the  wind.  'Two  rods 
had  between  them  six  dozen  capital  trout  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  fishing  in  preserved  water.  On  the  larger 
streams,  the  Camel  and  the  Fowey,  nobody  seems  to 
have  done  much. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen). — The  river  keeps  in  a  very  low 
condition,  no  rain  having  fallen  since  March  1.  -  The 
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weather  was  fine  during  the  Easter  week,  and  a  fjood 
many  anglers  were  out,  and  all  seemed  to  have  a  few. 
Mr.  Eamsbottom,  of  Liverpool,  had  very  good  baskets  on 
two  occasions  on  the  lower  water,  and  Mr.  Hill  did  also 
very  fair.  Mr.  E.  Lovell  had  a  very  good  basket  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  with  real  minnow.  Some  pools  are  still  full  of 
old  kelts. — AnwEN. 

XSast  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 

We  are  having  a  continuance  of  frosty  nights ;  the 
rivers  are  getting  decidedly  low,  and  a  very  bright  sun 
during  the  day,  so  that  fly-fishers  may  as  well  remain  at 
home  and  wait  until  we  have  had  a  good  rain. — H. 

£xe  and  Canal  (Pxeter), — The  weather  through- 
oiit  the  Eastertide  has  been  simply  grand,  in  fact  one 
might  fairly  say  phenomenal.  It  is  certainly  many  years 
ago  that  we  were  similarly  favoured,  and  Easter,  1893, 
will  undoubtedly  rank  high  among  our  “  record  holidays.” 
Of  course,  whilst  it  has  been  everything  delightful  and 
desirable  for  the  general  holiday  makers,  it  has  been 
rather  the  reverse  for  the  angling  fraternity,  and 
fishing  excursions  have,  under  the  circustances,  par¬ 
taken  largely  of  the  “  summer  picnic  ”  order.  With  the 
water  so  low  and  clear,  and  brilliant  sunshine  from 
morn  to  night,  trout  are  naturally  hard  to  approach, 
and  “fine  and  far  off”  has  been  quite  as  im¬ 
perative,  recently,  as  in  the  “dog  days.”  But, 
although  not  a  fisherman’s  holiday  (from  a  purely 
sporting  point  of  view),  I  have  no  doubt  many 
will  cherish  pleasant  recollections  of  their  river¬ 
side  rambles  this  Easter,  as,  independent  of  killing  fish, 
it  has  been  a  thorough  treat  to  be  out.  Good  Friday,  as 
usual,  brought  out  a  fair  number  of  the  craft,  and  on 
the  Brampford  Association  water,  a  few  samples  were 
obtained  by  the  following  gentlemen  :  Mr.  De  Behr,  one 
and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  Garter,  a  brace;  Mr.  Taylor,  a 
brace  ;  Mr.  Roberts,  one  and  a  half  brace  :  and  Mr. 
Theenwissen,  a  brace-  Three  of  our  city  anglers  had  a 
day  on  the  moor  streams  on  Monday  last,  but  even  the 
sprightly  little  moorland  troutlets  would  not  rise  freely, 
and  but  few  were  found  in  the  creels  when  the  count 
was  made.  I  hear  that  Mr.  Wyatt-Edgell,  jun.,  has 
drawn  first  blood  from  the  salmon  at  Cowley,  this  week, 
but  have  not  learnt  the  weight. — Red  Palmes. 

Fen  Waters  (South.  Lincolnshire).— The  weather 
and  water  is  very  favourable  for  the  commencement  of 
the  trouting  season,  but  as  yet  it  is  full  early  for  any¬ 
thing  like  general  work  on  the  South  Lincolnshire 
waters.  Some  odd  anglers  may  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  holidays,  but  I  think  their  numbers  have  been 
few.  Trout  are  said  to  be  rising  nicely,  the  bright 
sunshine  bringing  out  the  flies  as  well  as  they  came  last 
year  at  the  beginning  of  May.  There  is  little  or  no 
doubt  sport  might  now  be  obtained.  It  will  be  of  in¬ 
terest  to  mention  that  Mr.  Silk,  of  Stamf  rd,  has  sent 
from  the  Marquis  of  Exeter’s  Burghley  Fishery,  a  com¬ 
plete  set  of  apparatus,  illustrating  fish  hatching,  &c.,  to 
the  Sporting  Exhibition  at  Sheffield.  It  has  already 
been  well  spoken  of  by  visitors. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts.)  . — There  is  not  yet  much  doing 
among  the  trout  anglers  of  the  district.  The  Easter 
holidays  are  somewhat  early  this  year,  but,  still,  the 
weather  is  all  that  can  be  desired  for  early  trouting,  and 
the  fish  themselves  are  believed  to  be  in  a  forward  con¬ 
dition.  Some  of  those  who  affect  trout  fishing  in  this 
district,  I  hear,  are  gone  away  for  the  holidays,  one  or 
two  to  Scotland,  probably  for  a  turn  among  the  salmon. 
By  the  way,  I  hear  the  low  state  of  the  water  is  militating 
against  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  North.  There  used  to 
be  a  few  who  tried  for  salmon  in  the  Trent  about 
Newark  and  below,  but  lately  the  game  has  not  been 
worth  the  candle.  Last  week  some  of  the  Trent  sub¬ 
scribers  were  trying  for  fish  at  Averham,  but  they  met 
with  no  success.  What  few  fish  there  have  been  have 
gone  up  on  the  freshes  a  month  ago. — L. 

Lake  C  oron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey)  .—On  Thursday 
last  the  writer  took  fifteen  trout  with  a  fly,  fishing  from 
the  shore,  and  seven  on  Friday,  about  Jib.  mostly,  a  few 
lib.  Mr.  Heygate,  solicitor,  Wellingboro’,  staying  at 
Prince  Llewelyn  Hotel,  Aberffraw,  six  in  the  river  with 
a  fly,  and  one  with  a  minnow  in  the  lake.  On  Monday, 
the  writer  had  one  pound  fish  with  a  fly,  losing  a 
splendid  sewin  with  a  minnow.  Bright  weather  and  no 
wind  since.  Rain  wanted. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  "Wales,  via  Oswestry).— 
On  Thursday  morning  (March  30)  trout  fishing  com¬ 
menced  in  above  water,  and  the  result  of  the  opening 
fishing  has  been  most  satisfactory,  and  amply  justifies 
the  policy  of  the  management  in  introducing  plants, 
Crustacea,  and  mollusca,  to  improve  the  food  supply,  as 
the  trout  are  in  very  good  condition,  and  never  rose 
better  to  fly.  Very  few  anglers  have  as  yet  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege  of  trolling,  nearly  all  the  fish 
having  been  taken  with  fly.  Thursday’s  catch,  eighty- 
eight  trout,  weighing  511b.  lOoz.  ;  Good  Friday’s  catch, 
164.  trout,  951b.  8oz.  ;  Saturday’s  catch,  195  trout, 
1061b.  lOoz.;  Monday’s  catch,  101  trout,  601b.  3oz.  ; 
Tuesday’s  catch  (very  cold,  bright  day),  forty-six  trout, 
251b.  lloz.  The  most  successful  anglers  were  Mr.  O. 
Hanlan,  who  took  his  limit  (twenty  trout)  four  days  in 
succession;  Mr.  Weare,  who  had  twenty  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  and  thirteen  on  Monday  ;  Messrs.  Watts  (two 
rods),  who  had  ninety-four  in  five  days ;  Messrs.  Sale 
Md  Bancroft,  eighty-two  in  five  days ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Midwood,  who  had  six-seven  in  three  days ;  Messrs. 
Busk  and  Smirthwaite,  who  had  forty  on  Saturday, 
t^ing  of  these  twenty-five  between  6.20  and  7  p.m. 
Thanks  to  a  seasonable  February  and  March,  the  fish 
are  well  fed  and  fight  moat  gamely,  and  there  seems 
every  prospect  of  a  firat-rate  season. — Long  Drift. 

Lark. — This  pretty  little  stream  was  well  patronised 
dunng  the  week.  A  few  good  fish  were  taken,  but,  as 
it  IS  a  shallow  stream  and  water  very  clear,  no  great 
baskets  were  made. — William  Howlett.  > 


Lea. — The  water  is  in  very  good  condition  ;  of  course 
it  is  getting  rather  clear,  but  there  has  been  a  good 
flow  during  all  the  dry  weather  we  have  had.  On  Good 
Friday  some  excellent  sport  was  had  at  many  places,  the 
beautiful  day  attracted  many  anglers  to  turn  out  and 
enjoy  the  holiday.  At  Ware  some  heavy  takes  of  roach 
were  made,  and  a  beautiful  rudd  weighing  lib.  13oz.  was 
caught,  this  was  a  fine  specimen  for  any  river  to  pro¬ 
duce,  and  a  most  exceptional  one  for  the  Lea.  I  saw 
plenty  of  fishermen  having  fair  sport  near  to  Cheshnnt. 
Messrs.  Hawkins,  Vile,  Thomson,  Coldwell,  and  Payne 
of  the  Park  Angling  Society,  all  had  roach.  Mr.  W. 
Dew,  of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society, 
had  about  71b.  of  fine  roach.  The  open  competition  at 
Waltham  Abbey  on  the  same  day  was  a  success,  as  all  the 
six  prizes  were  taken  by  the  following  :  First,  a  Sower- 
butt’s  general  rod,  R.  Simmonds,  Waltham  Brothers, 'with 
a  roach  and  a  chub  lib.  15oz.  ;  second,  a  case  of  carvers, 
H.  Smith,  Royal  Small  Arms  A.  S.,  Enfield,  five  roach, 
14.ioz.  ;  third,  a  meerschaum  pipe,  C.  Bramley,  Stepney 
Brothers  A.  S.,  one  chub,  8Joz.  ;  fourth,  a  winch  and 
line,  G.  Anthony,  Duke  of  Norfolk  A. S.,  roach,  7 Joz.  ; 
fifth,  a  heating  flask.  J.  Pound,  unattached,  roach,  5Joz.; 
and,  sixth,  R.  Stevens,  Kilburn  Piscatorials.  a  photo¬ 
graphic  group  of  the  competitors.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  the  prizes  the  same  evening.  The  trout¬ 
fishing  season  opened  at  Broxbourne  on  April  1,  and  I 
heard  of  a  gentleman  fishing  from  Carthagena  Weir 
hooking,  but  losing,  a  good  fish.  I  certainly  think 
trouting  ought  to  be  open  now,  in  the  Lea,  the  same  as 
in  the  Thames  ;  roach  fishing  at  Broxbourne  is  open 
until  May  15.  Fly-fishing  for  dace  and  chub  may  be 
followed  at  the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham,  Games’s, 
Higham  Hill,  Coventry’s,  Sewardstone,  and  some  water 
belonging  to  the  Red  Lion,  at  St.  Margaret’s  ;  Cooks 
Ferry,  Angel-road,  is  open  to  anybody  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing,  free.  Caddis  baits  are  now  very  fine  and  large, 
and  prove  most  attractive  baits. — Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester.— Despite  .the  fact  that  the  weather  made 
the  outlook  for  sport  extremely  doubtful,  the  Easter 
holidays  and  the  sunshine  caused  a  number  of  trout 
anglers  to  indulge  in  a  brief  trip  to  the  streams  in  the 
rural  districts.  Unfortunately,  however,  their  efforts 
were  very  poorly  rewarded.  We  are  still  without  rain, 
consequently  the  brooks  are  lower  than  ever,  making  it 
very  difficult  for  the  most  skilful  manipulator  to  show 
anything  like  a  bag  of  trout.  The  best  fishing  has  been 
obtained  at  the  Desford  waters,  although,  even  here, 
the  effort  was  nothing  approaching  what  it  should  have 
been,  as  plenty  of  stock  has  been  placed  in  this  stream 
of  late.  A  few  have  been  out  at  East  Norton.  Rain  is 
very  badly  needed,  but  from  atmospheric  signs  we  are 
as  far  off  as  ever. 

Lug'g  and  Arro-w  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  good  fishing  order,  being  a  nice 
level  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been  unusually  fine 
for  the  time  of  year,  and  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  on 
the  water  this  holiday  time.  The  nights  have  been  a 
little  frosty,  but  a  good  few  flies  have  been  out.  The 
best  flies  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Cowdung, 
March  Brown,  and  February  Red.  A  good  few  rods 
have  been  out,  and,  on  the  wfiole,  sport  has  been  good. 
The  fish  taken  are  improving  in  condition,  and  there  is 
a  good  prospect  for  sport.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in 
good  order  for  angling  ;  sport  in  it  good. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arro-w,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  running  clear,  with  a  fair  volume  of  water, 
yet  sport  is  very  indifferent,  owing  to  a  continuance  of 
cold,  frosty  nights,  followed  daily  by  cloudless  bright 
skies  and  east  winds.  Natural  insects  are  scarce. 
Should  we  have  rain  and  warmer  nights  good  baskets 
would  be  the  rule.  The  Stone  fly  is  on,  and  should  be  a 
most  useful  fly.  March  Brown,  Spider,  Blue  Dun,  Iron 
Blue,  Brown  Spinner,  Cowdung,  and  Grannom  are  all 
out.  Grayling  are  now  on  the  spawning  beds.— R,  T. 
Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Ty-Croes,  Anglesey).— Mr.  Cot¬ 
trell,  the  proprietor,  writes  ;  “  'I'he  brilliant  calm 

weather  this  last  week  has  prevented  any  chance  of 
taking  trout  in  lake  or  river  since  Thursday  last,  when 
two  visitors,  Messrs.  Grimshaw  and  Fletcher,  of 
Accrington,  on  the  three  previous  days,  took  seventeen 
each  day,  mostly  with  worm,  about  Jib.  each,  and  about 
half  of  them  sewin.  Mr.  Harverson,  station  master,  Ty- 
Croes,  got  the  best  trout  on  Good  Friday,  IJlb.  Capital 
weather  for  sea-fishing,  large  number  of  coalings  taken, 
hand  lining  from  boats.  PoUock  fishing  is  now  good’ 
and  this  hot  summer  weather  should  bring  on  the  bass. 

Ouse. — This  grand  roach  and  bream  river  has  been 
in  splendid  form  lately,  and  at  the  branch  bridge  some 
really  good  trays  of  fish  were  taken  last  week.  The 
weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  fish,  up 
to  Easter  Monday,  were  feeding  well.  Red  paste  they 
seemed  to  prefer. — William  Howlett. 

Plymoutk. — We  are  still  blest  with  fine  weather, 
and  nope  it  may  last  for  some  time.  A  nice  basket  of 
large  pollack  was  caught  off  the  Shag  Stone  last  Tues¬ 
day  with  the  black  India  rubber  sand-eel.  Several 
schools  of  mullet  are  moving  about  in  the  Sound,  and 
at  times  up  the  Cattewater  and  Hamoaze,  but  they  do  not 
remain  long  enough  in  one  spot  to  be  caught.  Dabbing 
or  fishing  for  flat  flsh  is  a  favourite  sport  now  on  the 
West  Mud  and  near  the  Great  Western  Docks.  The 
method  of  fishing  for  them  is  to  use  a  small 
trot,  with  plummet  lead  at  each  end,  and  from  four  to 
six  hooks  arranged  at  distances  on  the  line  between 
them.  No.  6  hooks  to  short  twisted  gut  are  the  best  for 
this  sport,  baited  with  small  pieces  of  worm  or  pilchard. 
'There  is  still  water  coming  over  the  weirs,  so  the 
rivers  are  in  very  good  condition  although  a  little  clear. 
Last  week  I  suggested  that  the  leat  that  feeds  Marsh 
Mills,  and  runs  from  Cann  Weir,  should  be  cleared  and 
the  trout  put  into  the  river.  This,  I  am  happy  to  say, 


has  been  done  by  Mr.  Henry  Clark,  who  owns  the  fishing 
from  Marsh  Mills  to  the  weir.  If  the  rest  of  our  rivers 
were  so  well  protected  and  nursed  as  this  portion, 
fishing  in  our  locality  would  be  much  improved,  and  our 
thanks  are  due  to  Mr,  Henry'  Clark  for  his  kindness  in 
so  stocking  the  river,  because  the  fish  of  necessity  must 
find  their  way  higher  up  to  the  other  waters  which  do 
not  belong  to  him. — William  Hearder. 

Scarborough  (Sea  Angling). — Billet  and  plaice  have 
been  very  plentiful  in  the  bay  for  the  past  two  or  three 
weeks,  and  both  pier  and  boat  anglers  have  been  having 
excellent  sport.  We  are  having  gloriously  fine  weather., 
The  long-line  fishermen  have  been  making  exceptionally 
heavy  takes  of  codfish. — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  Mr.  T.  A.  Fisher,  of 
Shrewsbury,  a  member  of  the  local  society,  has  been 
fortunate  as  a  salmon  angler  this  season  ;  on  Saturday, 
March  25,  he  landed  a  plump  little  fish,  18in.  long, 
weighing  51b.;  Saturday,  April  1,  another  salmon  in 
the  pink  of  condition,  weighing  121b.  6oz.  ;  and  on 
Easter  Monday  two  more  salmon,  weighing  respectively 
41b.  and  71b.  They  were  all  fresh  run  cock  fish. — 
Salopian. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech. — Some  capital  sport  has  been  enjoyed  in  these 
rivers  during  the  past  week  amongst  the  trout,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  Tanat  and  Cain,  in  both  of 
which  streams  some  very  good  baskets  were  captured 
after  the  showers  on  Saturday.  The  best  killing  flies 
at  present  are  the  Alder,  March  Brown,  Red  Spinner, 
and  the  Olivo  Dun.  The  rivers  are  at  present  very 
bright  and  clear,  and  rain  is  wanted  to  ensure  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  sport  recently  obtained.  The  grayling 
are  now  about  to  spawn,  and  it  is  a  subject  of  general 
remark  amongst  our  local  anglers  that  these  beautiful 
fish  were  never  more  plentiful  in  the  Vyrnwy  than  at 
the  present  time,  and  they  are  also  on  the  increase  in 
the  Tanat,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  these  fish 
and  trout — like  hares  and  rabbits  —  do  not  flourish 
together. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Biivers. — Charmingholiday  weather  favoured 
pleasure  seekers.  Streams,  rivers,  and  harbours  were 
well  patronised,  but  the  bright  water  was  somewhat 
detrimental  to  trouting.  From  a  stream  in  the  Mid- 
Sussex  district  four  and  a-half  brace  were  taken  with 
minnow  and  worm  on  Friday,  the  heaviest  weighing 
lloz.  Chub  up  to  2jlb.  and  some  good  roach  are  notified 
me  from  the  Ouse,  and  a  trout  of  IJlb.  was  taken  from 
the  main  river  near  Fletching  while  roach  fishing.  At 
Chichester  Canal  the  weeds  are  being  cleared  from  the 
lower  water,  and  a  number  of  carp  and  pike  may  be 
seen  in  the  basin.  A  perch  of  4Jlb.  was  speared  near 
Donnington  a  short  time  back.  The  heaviest  perch 
taken  legitimately  during  the  season  weigQed  41b.  2oz., 
and  was  unfortunately  consigned  to  the  oven  in  place  of 
a  case.  The  smelt  are  giving  sport  in  the  harbour,  and 
a  few  herring  shad  have  been  taken.  Codling  are  in 
force  on  the  coast,  and  good  takes  have  been  made.— r 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — Salmon  fishing  commenced  on 
April  1,  and  I  have  known  four  or  five  good  salmon  taken. 
A  great  boon  to  fishing,  is  that  at  the  Southmolton-road, 
London  and  South  Western  Railway,  the  landlord  of 
the  hotel  has  taken  some  miles  of  water,  and  gentlemen 
can  have  salmon  and  trout  fishing  for  2$.  6d.  a  day,  and 
should  the  long  expected  rain  come  good  fishing  is 
certain.  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  many  who 
could  not  get  out  other  days  were  on  the  water,  and 
were  rewarded  by  some  catches.  The  rivers  are  down 
at  summer  depth,  consequently  large  fish  could  not  be 
enticed.  A  band  of  night  poachers  have  begun  to  fish 
the  rivers,  but  a  society  is  started  to  catch  them,  and  I 
hear  possibly  before  ray  next  report  will  be  caught. 
Names,  time,  and  places  are  known.  Small  flies  are 
only  suitable,  and  the  Blue  Upright  and  March  Browns 
are  killing. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still 
running  in  splendid  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a 
nice  level.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine, 
with  a  slight  frost  at  nights.  It  being  holiday  time 
there  has  been  more  rods  out,  and  the  fish  have  been 
moving  well  at  the  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung, 
February  Red,  Brown  Spinner,  and  Red  Palmer. 
Bottom  fishers  have  tried  the  worm  with  success.  A 
fair  amount  of  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  artificial 
minnow.  'The  water  near  New  Bridge  was  fished  on 
Saturday,  and  a  nice  dish  of  trout  was  taken  with  the 
Blue  Dun.  On  Monday,  in  the  water  near  Steventon, 
some  good  fish  were  taken  with  the  Cowdung  and  Brown 
Spinner.  Under  Ludford  Weir  some  good  trout  were 
taken  on  Tuesday  with  the  minnow.  Pike  have  been 
moving  well  near  the  Paper  Mills,  and  Mr.  H.  Watkins 
has  had  good  success  amongst  them  with  the  minnow. 

In  the  Ashford  water  sport  has  been  good.  lu  the  pre¬ 
served  water,  near  Oakley  Park,  two  fine  salmon  were 
seen  at  the  end  of  last  week  ;  the  fish  would  scale  about 
91b.  each.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  andLedwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  Corve  was 
fished  on  Friday  by  five  gentlemen  who  only  landed  one 
trout.  Jib.,  with  tfie  worm.  Some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  since.  Sport  in  others  good. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  run¬ 
ning  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing, 
being  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  been 
fine  and  warm,  and  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and 
a  good  few  rods  have  been  on  the  water.  The  fish  have 
been  more  on  the  move,  and  have  risen  well  at  the 
February  Red,  March  Brown,  and  Cowdung,  and  some 
fair  sport  has  been  had.  Sport  was  good  on  Monday 
with  the  March  Brown.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyohe  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order  for  fishing. 

Thet  (Thetford). — The  members  of  the  Thetford 
Society  had  a  good  turn  at  the  fine  roach  and  dace  in  th^ 
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pretty  river,  the  Thet,  during:  the  Easter  holidays. 
There  are  some  rare  good  holes  and  deep  swims  along 
this  stream,  full  of  good  fish.  It  is  a  continuation  of 
the  Little  Ouse,  that  runs  on  to  Santon,  Downham,  and 
Brandon,  and  many  good  takes  of  fish  I  have  had  from 
it.  Caddis  is  the  bait  there.— William  Howlett. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  getting  low  and 
very  fine.  Rain  greatly  wanted  to  improve  the  fishing. 

I  should  recommend  finer  casta  ann  smaller  flies  at  pre¬ 
sent  for  trout  fishing.  Salmon  are  numerous  in  the 
big  pools,  and  keep  on  sporting,  and  many  have  been 
canghftbis  week.— Practical  Angler. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — A  large  number  of  fishermen  have 
visited  the  river  during  the  Easter  holidays,  but  the  sport 
obtained  has  been  very  little.  The  water  has  never 
hardly  been  known  so  low  in  the  month  of  March,  and 
not  until  we  have  some  rain  will  sport  be  revived.  The 
disease  is  raging  very  badly  in  salmon  and  trout,  a  few 
of  the  former  (new-run)  haring  succumbed  to  the 
attacks,  and  trout  of  from  21b.  to  31b.  each  can  be  seen 
with  fungus  on  them,  and  dead. 

Waveney. —Beccles  anglers  had  a  rare  good  time  of 
it  up  to  Easter  Monday,  and  some  rare  good  lots  of 
perch  and  roach  were  taken  from  their  fine  river. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Iiincolu). — The  weather  has 
been  all  that  could  be  wished  for  during  the  holidays,  and 
a  fair  number  of  visitors  have  come  down  from  the  high 
country  for  the  holidays,  but  not  to  fish.  Trout  are  only 
a  scarce  article  down  in  this  district,  but  the  Wold 
streams  and  feeders  now  contain  a  nice  lot  of  fish,  which 
will  be  looked  after  by  their  cultivators  in  due  season. 

I  am  told  visitors  are  agitating  for  a  prolongation  of  the 
season  for  coarse  fish.  They  argue  that  the  fish  are  never 
ready  for  spawning  till  Mid- April,  and  if  they  are  to  have 
three  months’  close  time,  it  would  be  well  to  take  off  a 
month  at  the  beginning  and  put  it  on  at  the  end.  How 
this  would  work  I  do  not  know,  but  I  would  advise  those 
who  want  to  coarse  fish  in  April  to  betake  themselves  to 
Norfolk,  where  they  would  meet  no  opposition  from  the 
Mundella  Act. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  prevailing 
bright  weather  is  very  enjoyaole,  but  it  does  not  improve 
angling  pursuits.  The  water  in  both  rivers  is  getting 
very  low  and  clear.  But  scant  success  was  met  with  at 
Easter  on  either  stream,  although  there  was  more  rods 
out  than  usual.  The  frosty  nights  prevent  any  great 
quantity  of  fly  hatching.  The  following  flies  have 
accounted  for  moat  fish  killed  during  the  week  :  February 
Red.  Hare’s  Ear,  Dun,  and  small  Claret  Bumbles. 

Yare  (Norwich). — Fine  bright  weather  prevailed 
throughout  the  holidays,  and  many  followers  of  the 
gentle  Isaac  pursued  their  favourite  pastime  with  vary¬ 
ing  success.  I  believe  the  bream  still  continue  to  be 
caught  near  Norwich  ;  a  very  fine  specimen  was  captured 
above  the  city  on  the  Wensum  at  Cassey,  measuring 
24in.  in  length,  and  weighing  71b.  5oz.  :  Mr.  Norton 
(North  Heigham  Angling  Club),  caught  it,  and  this  with 
two  others  landed  by  him  since  February,  give  a  total 
weight  of  191b.  .5oz.,  for  the  three  bream.  Some  except- 
tioual  perch  fishing  has  been  experienced  on  the  Bure,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Salhouse,  by  Mr.  Cushion,  of  Norwich, 
and  Mr.  Miles  of  Birmingham,  their  catch  weighed 
in  the  aggregate  Sst.  71b.  (largest  21b.).  From 
other  stations,  I  hear  of  very  fair  sport.  The 
trout  season  may  now  be  said  to  have  commenced 
in  Norfolk  in  those  waters — ^which  are  few  and  far 
between — where  this  beautiful  fish  can  be  caught.  Some 
friends  of  mine  were  out  last  Saturday,  but  the  water 
was  too  low  and  clear  to  succeed  with  the  fly,  so  they 
tried  spinning  with  small  natural  bait  (dead),  dace,  &o., 
and  several  nice  fish  were  thus  caught  from  l.i-lb.  to  2flb., 
and  one  up  to  3Jlb.  On  Monday  last  they  tried  another 
piece  of  private  water,  and  were  very  successful  con¬ 
sidering  the  climatic  conditions,  and  the  low  clear  state 
of  the  small  stream  they  fished  ;  still,  they  killed  six 
and  a-half  brace  of  nice  trout,  from  ilb.  to  lib.,  and 
turned  in  several  brace  of  under-sized  fish.  A  friend 
who  was  out  on  Monday  at  Lenwade  landed  forty 
magnificent  roach  ;  the  largest  weighed  over  21b.,  and 
the  others,  he  informed  me,  would  average  above  11b. 
each.  I  think  your  readers  will  agree  that  for  Norfolk 
this  is  a  very  good  beginning. — Robert  Moll. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N  B.)— 

Since  last  reported  the  following  fish  have  been  got  on 
Loch  Naver,  viz. :  On  the  25th  ult.,  Mr.  Harrison, 
London,  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Taylor,  Ulverston,  one 
of  81b.  ;  and  Col.  Blackitt,  London,  three,  weighing  111b., 
91b.,  and  7Jlb.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  Harrison  landed  a 
salmon  of  101b. ;  and  on  the  28th  Mr.  Taylor  two, 
weighing  91b.  and  101b.  On  the  29th,  Col.  Blackett 
caught  a  10- pounder,  and  Miss  Harrison,  London,  one  of 
101b.  On  the  30th,  Miss  Harrison  grassed  an  111b. 
salmon.  Col.  Blackett  one  of  similar  weight,  and  Mr. 
Goldie,  London,  two,  of  121b.  and  101b. — McB. 

Brora. — The  continued  drought  has  brought  the 
river  rather  low  for  successful  angling.  On  March  27 
Mr.  Hall  had  two  salmon  and  Mr.  Gunnis  four.  On  the 
28th  Mr.  Hall  had  three  fish  and  Mr.  Gunnis  none.  Of 
the  166  salmon  accounted  for  by  these  two  rods  this 
season  Mr.  Hall  has  had  sixty -four  and  Mr.  Gunnis  102. 
Good  trout  fishing  in  the  free  tidal  waters  is  expected 
when  the  river  rises. 

Carron,  Easter  Boss  (Ardgay,  N.B.UTke  river 
has  of  late  been  too  low  for  successful  angling.  Bright 
sunshine  also  militates  against  it,  in  fact,  up  to  the 
middle  of  this  week  the  weather  (since  last  report)  has 
been  quite  summerlike.  On  Friday  Mr.  F.  Leverton 
Harris,  London,  fished  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  waters, 
and  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.  On  Monday,  this  week,  he 
caught  a  nice  trout  weighing  lib.,  and  Mr.  John 


Robertson,  on  Sir  Kenneth  Matheson’s  rol,  had  a  fine 
salmon  on  Fearn  Lodge  water. — McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenskire). — Some  grand  sport  has  been 
got  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee,  while  the  middle 
and  lower  waters,  especially  the  latter,  are  poorer  than 
ever.  Few  fish  are  coming  from  the  sea,  the  rough 
weather  having  driven  them  off  the  coast — not  one  for 
ten  being  got  in  the  nets  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  or 
on  the  coast.  The  cry  is  for  rain,  and  till  a  twenty-four 
hours’  downpour  sets  in  the  prospects  of  angling  will 
get  worse  instead  of  better.  On  Friday,  on  the  Fife 
Arms  Dee  water,  almost  the  most  inland  stretch  on  the 
river,  Mr.  Martin  landed  one  of  81b.,  and  two  of  71b.  and 
51b.  on  the  day  previous,  while  Mr.  D.  McGregor  killed 
five  fish  on  the  Invercauld  Braemar  water.  Messrs. 
Bush,  Chapman,  Anderson,  Smith,  are  also  having  sport 
on  these  waters.  On  the  Inver  private  fishings  Sir 
Algernon  Borthwick,  Bart.,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Oliver 
Borthwick  had  two  fish  on  Friday  and  four  on  Monday, 
all  of  average  weights.  On  the  Balmoral  waters  a 
good  few  fish  are  being  got  daily.  On  the  Ballater 
invercauld  waters  the  best  sport  of  the  season  is  being 
presently  got — the  magnificent  record  score  of  245  fish 
having  been  made  on  this  stretch  alone  up  to  date. 
On  this  section  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Heath  killed  one  of 
71b.,  Mr.  Griffith  four,  scaling  from  71b.  to  141b.,  and 
Sir  George  Chetwode  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.,  while  during 
the  last  five  days  Mr.  A.  Bristowe  creeled  six,  from  71b. 
to  9Jlb.,  two  of  81b.  each,  one  of  81b.,  seven  from  61b. 
to  9^1b..  and  three  of  71b.,  fijlb..  and  17.)lb.,  while 
Mr.  E.  Bristowe  landed  four  from  71b.  to  81b.,  three  of 
71b.,  81b.,  and  201b.,  six  from  7ilb.  to  8ilb.,  one  O^lb., 
and  tour  from  71b.  to  lOJlb.,  and  Mrs.  Bristowe  one, 
71b.  On  the  Monaltrie  water,  Mr.  Abercrombie  had  one 
of  191b.,  and  one  of  91b.,  while  Mr.  Inglis  killed  one  of 
61b.,  one  of  b^lb.,  one  of  IJlb.,  and  one  of  18lb.,  on  the 
same  water.  On  the  Cambus  O’May  water,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Ussher  landed  fourteen  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to  121b., 
since  last  report.  On  the  Glen-Tana  section,  good  sport 
has  been  got  daily  on  most  of  the  beats.  One  day  last 
week,  Mr.  George  Davidson  Wellwood  creeled  seven 
fish  to  his  own  rod,  lost  one  other  fish,  and  had  to  "  do  ” 
with  over  a  dozen  kelts.  On  the  Aboyne  section,  sport 
has  been  rather  poor  for  the  past  two  or  three  weeks 
— about  half-a-dozen  fish  only  having  been  got  for  the 
past  week,  the  heaviest  scaling  161b.  On  the  Kincardine 
Lodge  water.  Col.  C.  Hay  ihad  one  of  7Jlb.  On  the 
Lower  Dess,  Lord  Strathallan  landed  one  of  7^1b.,  and 
Captain  D.  F.  Davidson  one  of  71b.  On  the  Carlogie 
water,  Mr.  H.  J.  Tenant  creeled  three  on  Friday, 
scaling  131b.,  71b.,  and  6ilb.,  and  A.  Peebles  had  one 
of  81b.  The  Ballogie  water  has  fished  blank.  On 
the  Borrowstone  and  Commonty  waters  Sir  Herbert 
E.  F.  Lewis  creeled  one  of  8Jlb.  and  one  of  91b., 
while  Mr.  Percy  Wormald  had  one  of  81b.,  one  of  8Jlb., 
and  one  of  151b.  Kelts  are  exceedingly  numerous  on 
this  section  of  the  river.  On  the  Woodend  water  Mr. 
Farnell  Watson’s  gillie,  Charlie  Gill,  killed  two,  of  9Jlb. 
and  lOlb.  ;  four,  of  91b.,  81b.,  8Jlb.,  and  71b.,  and  one  of 
81b.  On  the  Blackball  section  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  landed  six 
fish,  scaling  from  lib.  to  91b.  On  the  Cairnton  Mr. 
T.  'Turner  Farley  has  had  good  sport, while  Mr.  Barbour 
and  Dr.  Wright  have  also  done  fairly  well  on  the  Inch- 
marlow  beat.  On  the  Durris  section  Mr.  Baird  and 
party  have  made  a  score  ot  over  forty  fish  for  the  season  up 
to  date.  On  the  other  waters,  including  the  lower  Crather 
Park  and  Drum  waters,  an  occasional  fish  is  being 
brought  to  the  bank  On  the  Heathcot  and  tidal  reaches 
splendid  finnook-fishing  has  been  got.  On  the  Don 
salmon  angling  has  been  entirely  a  minus  quantity  this 
season  all  through.  Yellow  trout  are  feeding  fast,  and 
an  early  season  is  confidently  anticipated.  The  Ythan 
is  yielding  fair  baskets  of  flnnook,  and  a  number  of 
Ea^ter  anglers  have  been  holidaying  there. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Since  our  last  report  there 
has  been  no  improvement  in  the  net  or  rod- fishing  on 
this  river.  The  weather  continues  exceedingly  dry,  no 
rain  having  fallen,  and  high  westerly  winds  have  been 
pretty  prevalent.  The  water  in  the  river  has  reached 
its  lowest  mark  since  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  the 
bed  of  the  river  is  getting  into  a  dirty  condition,  which 
will  require  a  heavy  spate  to  cleanse,  and  to  open  up  the 
entrance  to  the  sea,  which  is  silted  and  running 
irregular.  Scarcely  a  fish  got  into  the  river  during  the 
whole  of  the  past  week,  and,  unless  in  the  deeper  pools, 
wheie  a  few  are  lying  and  will  not  shift,  the  lower  pools 
are  clean,  and  the  net-fishermen,  busy  from  morn  till 
night,  only  managed  to  kill  about  fifty  salmon  and 
trout  for  the  week.  On  the  tidal  water  and  several  of 
the  upper  sections,  especially  on  Friday,  which  was  a 
Bank-holiday,  anglers  were  trying  the  trout-fishing,  but 
the  low  and  clear  water  was  somewhat  against  them, 
and  only  a  limited  number  were  grassed.  On  the  coast 
a  slight  improvement  is  reported  from  the  some  half 
dozen  stations.  The  weather  permitted  the  fishermen  to 
visit  the  nets  daily,  and  the  salmon  got  therein  were  of 
a  larger  size,  averaging  in  weight  about  l^lb.  more  than 
that  of  the  previous  weeks.  Although  from  the  river 
and  sea  few'er  fish  have  been  taken,  we  understand  that 
their  weight  was  up  to  that  of  last  week,  and  that  the 
prices  were  also  better.  The  total  weight  sent  to  the 
markets  was  about  lOcwt.  On  the  Gardenstown  coast 
the  fishing  was  similar  to  that  of  last  week,  two  boxes, 
which  were  also  consigned  to  the  London  market. — H.  W. 

Eden  (Fife).  —Many  have  been  out  on  this  favourite 
stream,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  well  stocked  with 
fine  yellow  trout.  The  most  killing  flies  have  been 
Blue  Wing,  Red  Heckle,  Black  Spider,  and  GreenwelTs 
Glory.  Mr.  Pratts  Kettle,  with  the  last-named  fly,  had 
fourteen  brace  of  fine  trout  on  Saturday.  The  stream 
was  in  good  condition,  a  fine  ripple  being  caused  by  the 
gentle  breeze  blowing.  Good  sport  is  about  certain  as 
the  season  advances. — Iasgair. 


Farg  (Perth). — This  romantic  stream  is  now  in  fine 
ply,  and  a  good  many  anglers  have  been  out,  using  both 
bait  and  fly.  Trout  are  plentiful  and  in  good  condition, 
but  small.  Mr.  W.  Bosomworth,  in  a  few  hours,  had 
eleven  brace,  and  Messrs.  Alexander  Smith  (Corsiehill), 
John  Wright  (Kirtnoul),  and  Robert  Trotter  (Perth)  had 
thirty-six  brace  among  them. — I.asoair. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— A  marked  difference  in 
the  number  of  salmon  caught  this  week  as  compared 
with  last  has  to  be  specially  noticed.  The  falling  off 
has  been  so  sudden,  and  by  outsiders  it  was  totally 
unexpected.  Those  who  read  my  last  report,  however, 
will  not  be  surprised.  For  two  weeks,  at  least,  we  have 
had  very  fine  weather,  calm,  with  plenty  of  sunshine, 
but  not  a  drop  of  rain  during  the  whole  time  ;  the  con¬ 
sequence  has  been  that  the  river  has  fallen  very  low, 
and  become  very  clear,  so,  that  without  a  very  good 
ripple  on  the  water  fish  refuse  to  move  to  a  fly.  There 
are  certainly  plenty  of  them  on  the  lower  reaches,  as 
they  are  daily  seen  disporting  themselves  in  pool  and 
stream.  Even  with  the  low  water,  some  new  fish  must 
have  got  over  Kildonan  Falls — no  small  obstacle— 
as  several  were  caught  there  during  the  week.  It  fared 
badly  with  the  kelts  there,  as  they  cannot  get  over  this 
formidable  barrier  without  a  good  rush  of  water,  and 
sportsmen  inform  me  that  this  section  of  the  river  is 
literally  swarming  with  them,  all  now  quite  silvery  in 
their  coats.  When  a  spate  does  come,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  far  away,  there  will  be  a  rush  of  those  poor 
fi.sh  for  the  “briny  deep.’’  Trout-angling  is  showing 
an  improvement  still,  but  they,  too,  want  a  drop  of  fresh 
water  badly,  and  to-day,  as  I  write,  it  is  extremely 
br’ght,  and  no  immediate  appearance  of  rain.  The 
following  is  the  record  of  the  past  week  :  On  Monday, 
March  27,  Mr.  Pilkingtor,  on  No.  6,  had  four  salmon, 
averaging  101b.  :  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Frank  Hardcastle  had 
two,  91b.  and  101b  ;  on  No.  4,  Capt.  Dick  had  two,  8lb. 
andO'ib.  On  Tuesday  the  28th  Mr.  Ashworth,  on  No.  6, 
had  four  salmon,  averaging  91b  :  on  No.  5  Mr  Pilkington 
got  three,  averaging  101b  :  on  No.  3  Capt.  Dick  got  one, 
101b.  On  Wednesday,  the  29th,  Mr.  Loder,  on  No.  6,  had 
one  salmon,  81b. ;  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Ashworthgottwoof  101b. ; 
on  No.  3,  Mr.  Frank  Hardcastle,  one,  91b.  On  Thurs¬ 
day,  3()th,  Mr.  Watney,  on  No.  6,  had  one  salmon,  91b.  ; 
on  No.  4,  Mr.  Ashworth,  one,  81b.  On  Friday,  31st,  on 
No.  4,  Mr.  Loder,  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Ash¬ 
worth,  two,  91b.  and  101b.  On  Saturday,  April  1,  Mr. 
Frank  Hardcastle,  on  No.  6,  one  salmon,  101b.  On 
Monday,  the  3rd,  Mr.  Loder,  on  No  2,  had  one  salmon, 
8lb.  ;  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Ashworth,  one,  91b.  The  following 
g3i.tlemen  lave  left  here  :  Capt.  Dick,  Kildonan,  and  Mr. 
vVatney,  Tanish.  Sja  fishing  during  the  last  three 
weeks  has  been  very  poor,  codling,  haddocks,  and 
herrings  being  very  scarce- — S.  C. 

Inveran  Hotel  Waters  (InversKin,  N.B.).— 
On  Monday  week  the  angling  tenant  of  the  Shin  fished 
t  ie  lower  beats,  and  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  81b., 
8  Jib .  ,and  101b. , and  on  Tuesday  an  8-pounder  on  Blackstone 
Pool.  On  Wednesday  the  same  angler  grassed  four 
salmon,  of  351b.,  2llb.,  151b.,  and  13ilb.  respectively,  or 
an  average  of  over  211b.  each.  The  35-pounder  was  the 
heaviest  fish  ever  known  on  the  Shin.  It  was  taken  on 
Cruives  Pool,  by  a  dark  Cromarty  fly,  dressed  by  John 
Ross,  the  well-known  gillie,  who  attended  its  capture. 
Being  in  excellent  condition  and  form,  it  was  sent  to 
Tain  to  be  photographed,  shortly  after  it  was  landed. 
On  Thursday  an  8-pounder  was  caught  on  Fir  Dam,  and 
on  Friday  two  salmon — a  26-pounder  on  Blackstone  and 
one  of  71b.  on  Fir  Dam.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Lake  caught 
a  salmon  of  7ilb.  on  Cruives  Pool,  and  Mr.  Jackson  an 
8-ponnder  on  Blackstone.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Mrs. 
Farrar  caught  a  7Jlb.  salmon  on  Blackstone  Pool,  and 
Mr.  Jackson  one  of  81b.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Lake  grassed 
a  91b.  salmon  on  Cromarty,  Mrs.  Farrar  one  of  9Jlb.  on 
Little  Fall,  and  Mr.  Jackson  a  9-ponnder  on  Hector’s 
Pool.  The  weather  here  is  delightful  at  present  — McB. 

Isla. — A  good  many  anglers  are  out  daily,  and  though 
the  stream  is  very  low  and  clear,  some  have  met  with 
fair  suceess.  Seldom  at  this  date  have  so  many  large¬ 
sized  and  fairly  conditioned  trout  been  got.  On  the 
Upper  Isla  the  season  has  opened.  During  the  week 
Mr.  I.  Bennie,  Arbroath,  has  got  baskets  of  very  fairly 
conditioned  trout. — Iasgair. 

Eenmore  (N.  B.) — The  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  on 
reserved  water,  killed  one  salmon,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Castle, 
Hotel  water,  salmon,  181b.  ;  Mr.  James  Lord,  three 
salmon,  24lb.,  221b.,  and  201b.  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Lord,  one, 
241b.  ;  Mr.  Macfayden,  one,  181b. 

Eillin  Hotel  (Loch  Tay,  Perthshire). — March 
21th,  Viscount  Combermere,  one  salmon,  181b. ;  Mr. 
Albert  Smith,  one,  311b.  27th,  Mr.  Berger,  one, 
181b.  29th,  Mr.  Renshaw,  one,  201b.  30th,  Mr. 

Wheen,  one,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Renshaw,  three,  211b., 
2Ub.,  181b.;  Mr.  Cutler,  one,  211b.  31st,  Mr.  Hodgson, 
one,  351b.,  a  fine  fish;  Mr.  Berger,  one,  231b.;  Mr. 
Cutler,  one,  221b.  April  Ist,  Mr.  Cutler,  one,  211b ; 
Mr.  Bayley,  two,  261b.,  151b. ;  Mr.  Berger,  two, 

201b.,  141b. ;  Mr.  Wheen,  one,  191b. ;  Mr.  Renshaw, 
one,  181b.  ;  Col.  Hill  Holme,  one,  111b.  3rd,  Mr.  Hodg¬ 
son,  one,  171b.  :  Mr.  Wheen,  two,  191b.,  171b.  ;  Mr. 
Cutler,  one,  191b,  4th,  Mr.  Speid,  one,  181b.  5th,  Mr. 
Cutler,  one,  231b. ;  Mr.  Berger,  one,  231b. 

Lairg,  N.B. — 'This  season  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
earliest  of  recent  years.  Local  anglers  are  already  on 
the  move,  and  some  very  good  baskets  of  well-condi¬ 
tioned  trout  they  are  getting.  On  Thursday  last,  fishing 
Loch  Shin  from  the  shore,  Mr.  Hugh  Mackay,  watch¬ 
maker,  caught  sixteen  fine  trout,  weighing  5JIb.  On 
Friday  the  same  angler  killed  a  dozen.  On  Saturday 
Master  John  Butters  killed  seven  very  fine  trout, 
heaviest  scaling  nearly  21b.  Weather  breezy  and  fair. 

Loch  Awe  (Fortsonachau  Hotel). — On  March  30 
the  first  boats  for  the  season  were  out  from  Portsonachan 
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Hotel.  Mr.  Yonug,  Glasgow,  killed  sixteen  trout  and 
Mr.  Brown  ten.  On  the  31st  the  Western  Angling  Club 
held  their  first  annual  competition.  Eight  members 
had  a  total  catch  of  139  trout.  The  first  prize  was 
gained  by  Mr.  Allan  with  forty  trout,  weighing 
161b.  8oz.  :  the  second  by  Mr.  Gardner,  with  eighteen 
trout,  weighing  81b.  6oz.  The  same  club  held  their 
second  competiciou  on  April  1,  nine  members  having  a 
total  of  121  trout.  The  prize-takers  were  :  First,  Mr. 
Allan,  with  twenty  trout  weighing  91b.  5oz.  ;  second  by 
Dr.  Bell,  with  nineteen  trout,  weighing  81b.  2oz.  ;  and 
third  by  Mr.  Knox,  nineteen  trout,  weighing  81b.  loz. 
On  the  3l8t  Mr.  Brown,  Dalnair,  and  friend,  killed 
twenty-six  trout,  and  on  April  1,  twenty-one  trout. 
April  3,  Mr.  Young  killed  twenty-five  trout ;  Mr.  Allan, 
twenty-three  ;  Mr.  Dixon,  eighteen.  Should  the 
weather  continue  favourable  good  sport  is  anticipated. 

Iiocli  Leven  (Kinross). — The  loch  opened  very 
auspiciously  on  Friday,  when  four  boats  went  out 
under  an  obscured  sky  and  gusty  wind  from  the  south, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  result  of  the  day’s 
sport  was  obtained  with  the  fly  lures  only,  viz.  :  Mr. 
Robertson  and  friend,  Edinburgh,  who  fished  between 
the  south  shore  and  Castle  Island,  and  landed  eight 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Miller,  Edinburgh,  fishing  near 
Duncan’s  Corner,  had  six  trout  which  scaled  7Jlb.  ;  two 
gentlemen  from  Dunfermline  had  three  trout;  Mr. 
Isherwood,  Eavenhurst,  Hey  wood,  two  trout.  Most  of 
the  above  fish  were  brought  to  net  on  Bed  and  Teal', 
Greenwell’s  Glory,  and  Eed  and  Woodcock  flies.  The 
expectation  of  rain,  after  a  drought  of  several  wmeke, 
which  appeared  imminent,  was  not  realised,  and  Saturday 
was  bright,  with  a  hard  dry  squally  wind  from  the  west. 
Trolling  with  minnow  again  proved  futile,  and  fly  only 
was  the  modus  operandi.  Three  boats  were  out.  Mr. 
Isherwood  had  four  trout,  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Miller, 
Edinburgh,  two  trout,  lib.  8oz.  ;  while  the  other  party 
returned  with  one  trout.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Isherwood 
two  trout ;  Mr.  Martin,  three  trout ;  and  another  party, 
two  trout.  On  Tuesday  the  wind  veered  to  the  east  for 
the  first  time  during  the  past  few  weeks.  Only  one 
boat  was  out,  which  returned  with  one  trout,  which 
weighed  21b.  The  weather  continues  too  bright  at 
present  for  successful  angling.  On  Tuesday  about 
180,000  thres-month- old  fry  hatched  in  the  Loch  Leven 
Ha'tchery  were  deposited  in  the  two  principal  tribu¬ 
taries  of  the  loch.  The  streams  were  in  excellent 
volume  for  their  reception,  and  the  fry  were  very  strong 
and  healthy.— Eobt.  B.  Laing. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — On 
the  25th,  Mr.  Soames,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  three  salmon 
weighing91b.,  81b.,  and  71b.,  on  beat  No.  1  :  Mr.  Eichard- 
son,  ditto,  three,  of  91b.,  101b.,  and  71b.,  on  No.  2  ;  Mr. 
Delasalle,  Bettyhill  Hotel,  a  10-pounder  on  No.  3  :  and 
Mr.  Pyne,  Bettyhill  Hotel,  two,  of  91b.  and  71b.,  on  N o.  5. 
On  the  27th,  Mr.  Simpson,  the  Hotel,  four  salmon  of 
251b.,  19ib.,  91b.,  and  71b.,  on  beat  No.  1  ;  and  Mr. 
Soames,  9-pounder,  on  No.  2.  The  251b.  salmon  caught 
by  Mr.  Simpson  was  the  heaviest  Naver  fish  of  the 
season.  On  the  28th  the  Hotel  anglers  had  as  follows  ; 
Mr.  Pyne,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  7ib.,  on  beat  No.  1  ;  Mr. 
Simpson,  a  10-pounder  on  No.  2  ;  and  Mr.  Maccance,  one 
of  91b.  on  No.  6.  On  29th,  Mr.  Maccanoe  grassed  two 
salmon  of  101b.  and  81b.  on  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Pyne,  one  of  71b. 
on  No.  2  ;  and  Mr.  Eichardaon  an  8-pounder  on  No.  5. 
The  30th,  31st  blank.  Eiver  very  low  up  to  middle  of 
this  week. — McB. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  prevailing  weather  in 
the  South  of  Scotland  this  week  is  quite  equal  to  the 
finest  summer  weather  experienced  last  year.  During 
the  past  three  weeks  the  waters  have  run  down  excep¬ 
tionally  low.  The  bright  sunshine  has  been  detrimental 
to  day  angling,  but  after  sunset  some  very  fine  yellow 
trout  have  been  killed  with  March  Brown  and  the  Silver 
Spider.  The  never-failing  old  favourite,  the  Hare  Lug, 
has  accounted  for  a  number  of  fair  trout,  and  the  Black 
Gnat  has  done  occasionally  well  in  the  evenings.  There 
has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  the  Galloway  rivers 
since  my  last  notes. — In  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee 
Major  Hossack  killed  a  splendid  spring  salmon  with  fly 
on  the  Ellerslie  water.  1  hear  of  several  anglers  having 
a  few  yellow  trout  by  fishing  after  sunset ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  the  sport  is  very  poor  on  every  stretch  of  the 
river,  and  the  latest  notes  go  to  show  that  many 
anglers  have  abandoned  the  river  until  a  flood  comes. 
In  the  Fleet  almost  nothing  has  been  done  this 
season.  The  river  has  not  been  so  low  at  Easter  for  a 
number  of  years.  An  odd  yellow  trout  is  being  picked 
up  just  at  dusk,  but  as  a  whole  the  angling  is  miserably 
poor. — The  Nith. — There  has  been  no  improvement  in 
the  angling  in  this  river  since  my  last  report.  In  the 
lower  waters  sea-trout  are  showing,  and  a  number  of 
new  run  sea-trout  were  killed  in  the  town  water  the 
other  night  by  the  lessees  of  the  draught  net  fishings. 
In  the  Sanquhar  waters  there  has  been  no  sport  for  over 
three  weeks.  Lower  down  several  anglers  have  tried 
the  worm  on  the  Stewart  tackle,  but  the  baskets  have 
been  very  poor.— The  Annan. — On  this  river  a  nuniber 
of  fair  baskets  of  yellows  have  been  killed  since 
my  last  notes.  Mr.  McGiJverin  had  a  nice  basket 
of  yeUow  trout  in  the  tidal  waters  the  other  day, 
and  on  Monday  he  fished  the  higher  reaches 
between  Moffat  and  Wamphray,  but  he  had  only 
half-a-dozen  yellows.  Mr.  Georgs  Pool,  Annan, 
killed  several  trout  on  Easter  Monday  in  the  higher 
waters.  All  the  different  stretches  were  taken  up 
■with  visiting  anglers,  and  the  banks  between  Moffat 
and  Dinwoodie  swarmed  with  fishermen.  In  the  lower 
waters  the  Messrs.  London  brothers  have  been  fairly 
successful  with  fly.  A  visitor  had  the  other  day  a  brace 
of  nice  Loch  Levens,  caught  with  fly.  On  Monday,  in  the 
Brewery  portion,  Mr.  Peter  London,  Annan,  killed 
twenty  yellow  trout  with  March  Brown ;  Mr.  John 


Laurie  had  a  dozen  in  the  lower  tidal  reaches  ;  Mr. 
David  London  caught  ten,  and  Mr.  Heeley  and  the  Esy. 
Geo.  Kennedy,  Newington  Lodge,  killed  nice  baskets  in 
the  Northfield  and  Warmanbie  portions ;  Mr.  Law, 
Edinburgh,  had  a  few,  and  Mr.  White,  Glasgow, 
caught  eleven  :  Mr.  Johnstone  had  a  fair  lot  in 
the  middle  waters.  Dr.  McNanghten,  of  Black¬ 
pool  fished  the  lower  waters  on  Friday,  and 
he  was  reported  as  having  landed  a  few  yellow  trout. 
A  few  salmon  have  been  brought  to  bank,  but  in  every 
case  they  were  kelt  salmon,  and  were  put  back  to  the 
river.  Salmon  disease  still  prevails  in  every  district 
river,  although  it  does  not  appear  to  be  quite  as  bad  as  a 
month  ago.  There  is  no  indication  of  a  change  in  the 
weather,  which  is  bright  and  warm,  and  more  like  the 
month  of  July.  A  change  to  rain  and  floods  would  be  a 
great  improvement.  Several  anglers  have  been  out  on 
the  Annan,  and  a  few  good  yellow  trout  were  caught  in 
the  tidal  waters.  Mr.  Egbert  Graham  had  four  yellow 
trout  below  the  railway  bridge  with  light  Snipe  Spider, 
Mr.  Thomson  had  three,  and  Mr.  London  a  brace.  The 
barometer  is  very  high,  and  rain  seems  as  distant  as 
ever.  Sea-trout  are  beginning  to  run  to  the  rivers,  but, 
until  a  change  and  floods  come,  there  is  no  chance  of 
luring  a  sea-tront  to  a  fly  in  the  present  low  clear  water. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Although  not  what  it  ought 
to  have  been,  angling  during  the  past  week  had  con¬ 
siderably  improved.  Beautiful  weather  continued  to 
be  enjoyed  by  anglers,  with  the  fault,  however,  of  still 
being  too  bright,  hut  with  an  absence  of  such  severe  frost 
at  nights  up  to  Wednesday,  when  it  was  again  pretty 
keen,  with  a  cloudless  sky  and  scorching  sun  during  the 
day.  The  river  is  getting,  naturally,  small,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  sport  within  the  last  few  days  has  again 
fallen  off,  and  until  a  good  and  sorely-needed  rainfall 
takes  place  there  is  little  chance  of  it  improving.  On 
the  Pitcroy  water  on  Thursday,  Capt.  Sandeman  killed 
a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  on  Friday  another  of  similar 
weight.  On  the  same  water  on  Wednesday  (29th), 
Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burn  killed  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  201b., 
on  Friday  a  beauty  scaling  231b.  ;  and  on  Thursday,  on 
the  Laggan  water.  Col.  Smith  killed  one  of  141b.,  and 
on  Friday  one  of  221b.  ;  while  from  the  Carron  water, 
Mr.  Sievewright,  Aberdeen,  grassed  one  of  81b.  From 
the  Aberlour  House  water,  Mr.  McKenzie,  fisherman, 
on  Tuesday,  had  one  of  101b.,  and  on  Friday  one  of  81b. ; 
and  on  Wednesday,  from  the  Glengrant  water  at 
Craigellachie,  Mr.  Shanks,  Craigellachie,  landed  one  of 
71b. ;  and  Capt.  Camming,  Cardow,  one  of  81b.  ;  and 
also  on  this  day  week.  Major  Grant,  Glengrant, 
one  of  101b.,  and  on  Monday  another  of  91b.  On 
the  Aikenway  water  sport  looks  brighter,  and 
not  too  soon  either,  for  up  to  last  week  this  reach, 
which  fishes  excellent  in  spring,  has  been  most 
disappointing.  The  proprietor,  Mr.  Stewart- 
Menzies,  of  Culdares,  arrived  from  the  south  on 
'Thursday,  and  the  same  afternoon  landed  in  half  an 
hour  three  salmon,  scaling  61d.,  6Jlb.,  and  71b.,  and  on 
the  following  day  another  of  201b.,  and  his  gamekeeper, 
Mr.  John  Shiach,  one  of  171b.  From  the  same  water  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Macdonald,  Mayfield,  Inverness,  landed 
two  of  71b.  and  91b.  This  sudden  appearance  of  fish  on 
these  lower  reaches  is  not  improbably  due  Ijo  the  fact  of 
there  having  been  four  tides  during  the  time  the  nets 
were  off  between  the  25th  and  27th  ults.,  when 
the  fish  would  have  got  a  favourable  opportunity 
of  passing  up-stream,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
fourth  tide,  getting  clear  of  the  netting-stations. 
Writing  of  the  latter  reminds  me  that  up  to  the  present 
time  the  net-fishing  on  these  lower  reaches  has  been 
very,  very  poor,  a  fact  which  does  not  speak  well  for  the 
stock  of  fish  in  the  river.  Nothing  has  been  done  with 
the  rod  either  by  the  local  anglers  there,  and  the  Gordon 
Castle  party  do  not  fish  these  waters  until  the  nets  are 
off.  Kelts  are  still  numerous,  and  not  a  few  unspawned 
fish  are  yet  to  be  seen.  There  is  no  sign  of  the  fly  yet. 
The  favourite  fly  of  the  week  was  the  Lady  Caroline, 
and  a  dark  dressed  one.  A  few  finnock  and  yellow  trout 
are  bein^got.  The  country  is  so  dry  and  parched  that 
several  farmyard  fires  have  taken  place. — J.  M. 

Tay  (Perth.)— With  the  long-continued  dry  weather 
the  river  is  now  down  almost  to  summer  level,  and 
until  we  have  a  flood  sport  will  be  poor.  Mr.  Lewis, 
London,  had  a  fish  of  171b.  on  the  Benchill  water,  on 
Friday,  and  Mr.  Thomas,  London,  one  of  241b.  on 
Mickleour  water,  on  Saturday.  On  the  Stanley  water 
Miss  S.  Drummond  killed  a  fish  of  141b.  on  Tuesday. 
On  Wednesday  Mr.  Thomas  killed  eight  trout,  and  on 
the  Fen  water  Mr.  I.  Cosgrove  killed  eight  whitling  and 
sea-  trout. 

Thurso  and  Lochmore  (Strathmore).— The  long 
continued  drought  has  brought  the  river  and  loch  down 
to  their  lowest  level.  Bright  sun  all  day,  with  a  nip  of 
frost  at  night,  have  made  the  water  clear  as  gin.  The 
fish  can  see  the  flash  of  the  rod  half  a  mile  off,  and  are 
getting  very  shy.  Sport  is  therefore  poor.  'There  is 
great  need  for  a  spate.  “  The  poor  are  always  with  ns.” 
I  mean  the  kelts,  they  are  in  the  river  in  great  numbers 
yet,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  river.  Smolts  are 
getting  on  their  dress  coat  ready  for  the  “  great  feast ; 
this  is  earlier  than  usual,  owing  to  the  fine  weather 
making  natural  food  quite  abundant.  If  this  sort  of 
weather  continues  any  longer,  salmon  angling  will  be  at 
a  standstill. — A.  H. 

Tummell.— Mr.  Hill  killed  seven  fish  on  the  East- 
hangh  water  last  week,  231b.,  221b.,  211b.,  191b.,  181b., 
181b.,  and  171b.  ^ 

Tweed.— Another  week  of  bright  sunshine  and  cold 
winds,  with  a  sharp  touch  of  night  frosts,  has  not 
improved  angling  prospects  in  the  vale  of  Tweedside, 
and  Waltonians  are  deploring  very  much  the  want  of  a 
good  rattling  flood.  The  prospects  of  this  event,  at  the 
present  time,  however,  seem  remote — the  glass  is 


steady,  and  at  a  good  height,  with  the  wind  in  the  north¬ 
west.  Salmon  angling,  on  the  most  of  the  water,  is 
prosecuted  under  most  disadvantageous  circumstances, 
but,  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  conditions,  a 
few  fish  are  being  got — mostly  in  the  higher  district, 
however,  where  the  late  floods  gave  running  fish  a 
chance  of  ascending.  Trout  anglers  are  doing  fairly 
well,  and  a  good  many  sea-trout  have  also  fallen  to  the 
rods  of  disciples  of  Old  Izaak.  On  the  Dryburgh  water, 
Mr.  James  Johnstone,  fisherman  to  Sir  Wm.  Scott, 
Bart.,  has  had  two  nice  fish;  and  on  the  Bimersyde 
water  a  splendid  salmon  of  191b.  was  killed  by  Mr. 
Moodie,  gamekeeper.  On  the  Mertoun  House  stretch  of 
the  Tweed,  belonging  to  Lord  Polwarth,  Mr.'W.  Farquhar, 
London,  on  the  Collarhaugh  cast,  has  had  two  fish,  one 
61b.  and  the  other  71b.,  and  also  a  clean  sea-trout. 
On  the  Boldside  water  (Tweed)  two  salmon  have 
been  got  near  Galafoot  (Mr.  Scott’s,  of  Gili),  the 
fish  were  nearly  71b.  each ;  another  fish  was  landed 
by  an  angler  at  the  same  place  on  Saturday,  while 
fishing  with  small  flies  for  common  trout.  On  the 
Hendersyde  water  we  believe  that  some  three  fish 
have  been  killed.  On  the  Sprouston  water  only 
eleven  fish  have  been  got  since  the  season  opened 
in  February.  There  is  nothing  doing  in  the  Floors 
Castle  or  Einam  House  water  this  week.  On  the 
Tweed,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  John  Smith,  Maxwell-place, 
Kelso,  had  a  .51b.  bull  trout,  and  several  pounds  of 
common  trout.  Mr.  W.  Scott,  hairdresser,  Kelso,  on 
the  Tweed  had  two  baskets  of  trout,  one  of  eleven, 
weighing  51b.,  and  one  of  five,  weighing  41b.  ;  on  the 
Teviot  he  had  twenty-four  fish,  whioli  weighed  71b.,  and 
one  dish  of  thirteen,  which  scaled  41b.  In  the  Galashiel 
district  baskets  of  trout  from  31b.  up  to  51b.  and  71b. 
have  been  got.  and  in  the  Tweed  several  of  from  51b.  up 
to  101b.  have  been  killed.  In  the  Melrose  district  some 
fine  sea-trout  have  been  killed,  besides  a  few  good 
baskets  of  common  trout,  a  few  of  which  scaled  over  11b, 

Whitadder  (Ellemford). — There  has  been,  for  the 
last  few  days,  seven  rods  on  the  water ;  river  low  and 
clear,  but,  notwithstanding,  sport  very  good.  March 
Browns  are  well  on,  and  fish  taking  freely,  and  are  in 
very  good  condition.  Baskets  much  above  the  average. 
The  gentlemen  at  The  Cottage  at  present  are  Messrs. 
Ay  ton  (Edinburgh),  Walker,  Sparkes,  Turnbull,  and  Dr. 
Pearcey  (Sunderland,  Newcastle,  Gateshead),  also  Mr. 
Hill,  from  Cambridge,  and  Mr.  Cossar,  from  London. 
All  seem  to  be  thoroughly  enjoying  themselves.— E.  J . 
Fenton. 

Irish  Reports. 

Blackwater  (Co.  Tyrone). — This  stream  is  low 
and  cleir.  On  the  Benburb  reaches  Mr.  Carter  had  four 
brace  of  brown  trout  on  Saturday,  and  three  brace  the 
previous  day.  Mr.  Skelton,  on  Saturday,  had  four  brace 
trout,  largest  11b.,  and  two  and  a  half  brace  on  Monday, 
largest  Hlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Mills,  two  brace.  On  Thursday 
Mr.  West  killed  three  brace  brown  trout.  Fish  are 
rising  to  the  March  Brown  and  Hare’s  Ear — J.  A.  B. 

Bundro'wes  and  ZiO'u^h  Melvin. — The  weather 
all  through  the  past  week  was  very  bright,  with  a  strong 
east  wind  and  frost  at  night,  and,  in  consequence,  but 
little  fishing  was  done.  'Three  salmon  were  taken  on 
Bundrowes,  and  two  on  Melvin,  and  also  a  few  moderate 
baskets  of  trout. — M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

Long'll  Cnrrane  (Waterville.  Co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  improved,  but  is  still  far  from  good.  Major 
Creswell  has  bad  four  salmon  since  last  report; 
D.  Leary,  two  ;  P.  Connell,  one  ;  and  M.  Brennan,  one. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— The  past  week  has 
not  been  productive  of  much  sport  on  either  river  or 
loughs,  owing  to  bright  weather,  east  wind,  and  frost  at 
night.  Very  few  rods  were  out  at  the  Easter  holidays. 
The  best  baskets  of  trout  that  I  have  heard  of  were  got 
by  Messrs.  Blain  and  Nauton,  fifty  fish  in  four  days, 
some  of  the  largest  going  21b.  and  Iflb.  During  a  few 
days  salmon  rose  well  to  fly,  but  would  not  hook.  Only 
in  the  evenings  could  they  be  induced  to  take  hold.  A 
few  good  fish  were  got  on  the  upper  waters,  the  largest 
weighing  141b.,  and  a  fine  fish  was  lost  after  an  hour  s 
fight,  when  nearly  done  to  death,  by  fouling  in  a  block 
at  the  bottom.  A  change  of  weather  is  near  at  hand, 
and  with  some  rain  the  angling  will  improve  on  rivers 
and  loughs  in  this  district. — Frank  Hearns. 

Mourne  (Nevrtonste'wart,  co.  Tyrone). — The 
season  opened  on  Saturday  last.  On  the  opening  day 
Mr.  Slater,  an  English  gentleman  stopping  at  Abercom 
Arms,  Mr.  Woods  and  Mr.  McClelland  had  light  baskets 
of  brown  trout,  and  the  following  day  Mr.  Slater  killed 
fifteen  trout.  Col.  Coote  and  Dr.  Stack  also  creeled 
some  trout.  The  water  is  low  and  very  clear. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  — 
Blazing  hot  sun  by  day  and  severe  frosts  by  night  have 
generally  interfered  with  sport  this  week.  Since  last 
report.  Major  Treherne  has  killed  a  fine  springer  of 
311b.,  and  he  lost  another  huge  fish.  Col.  Williams 
has  also  killed  a  brace  of  freshly-run  salmon,  161b.  and 
91b. ;  and  two  other  rods  have  also  secured  a  couple  of 
fish  each.  Col.  Williams  has  returned  to  England  till 
some  time  in  May,  when  he  will  come  back  here  again 
for  another  try  among  the  salmon  and  grilse.  His 
fishery  and  quarters  here  will,  in  the  meantime,  be  occu¬ 
pied  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  party,  who  have 
arrived  from  England. — S.  J.  Hurley. 
t  Shannon  (Castle  Connell). — Fishing  has  beenrather 
slack  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  H.  L.  Cripps,  on  Pros¬ 
pect,  April  2nd,  one  salmon,  251b. ;  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams, 
on  Newgarden,  March  30,  one  salmon,  141b.  ;  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill,  on  Summerhill  and  De  Burghs,  March  31, 
one  salmon,  91b.,  April  1,  one  salmon,  341b.,  April  4,  one 
salmon,  221b.  Capt.  Vansittart,  on  Worldsend,  April  1, 
one  salmon,  131b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Vansittart,  on  same  water, 
April  4,  one  salmon,  261b.— John  Enright  and  Son. 
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WATFORD  PISCATOR3’  ANNUAL  DINNER. 

The  twelfth  annual  dinner  of  the  Watford  Piscators 
took  plaee  at  the  Masonic  Hall  on  Wednesday  evening. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Essex  presided,  and  Mr. 
Walter  E.  Moore  occupied  the  vice-chair.  Among  those 
present  were  Mr.  J.  Taylor  (secretary),  Dr.  C.  Denn 
Christmas,  Dr.  H.  Rudyard,  Dr.  A.  T.  Brett,  Dr.  St. 
Legsr,  Mr.  T.  Vaughan  Roberts,  Mr.  W.  T.  Boydell,  Mr. 
C.  R.  Humbert,  Mr.  J.  AVeall,  Mr.  S.  Martin,  Mr. 
Harby,  Mr.  H.  Lomas,  Mr.  W.  J.  James,  Mr.  R.  Ashby, 
Mr.  J.  Rogers,  Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  A.  Stafford  Walker,  Mr. 
W.  Ross,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hayes,  Mr.  W.  Horton,  Mr.  E.  J. 
Sargent,  Mr.  Rodwell,  Mr.  C.  A  Hailey,  Mr.  Goodman, 
Mr.  F.  Eden,  Mr.  J.  Lawrence,  Mr.  G.  Good,  Mr.  H. 
Good,  Mr.  S.  Good,  Mr.  Sontham,  Mr.  Keat,  Mr.  G. 
Capell,  Mr.  J.  Hodgkins,  Mr.  J.  Crouch,  Mr.  J.  S.  C. 
Seleater.  An  excellent  dinner  was  served  by  Mr.  J. 
Read,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Hotel,  and  the  musical 
arrangements,  which  contributed  greatly  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  after  dinner,  were  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  A. 
Spicer. 

The  noble  Chairman  proposed  the  health  of  “  The 
Queen  and  Royal  Family.”  The  toast  was  loyally  re¬ 
ceived,  and  a  verse  of  the  National  Anthem  sung. 

The  Vice-Chairman,  in  suitable  terms,  proposed  the 
”  Navy,  Army,  and  Reserve  Forces,”  coupled  with  the 
name  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brett.  (Cheers.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Brett,  in  a  humorous  response, 
remarked  that  it  was  said  that  King  Alfred  the  Great 
had  a  navy,  and  that  he  used  to  come  through  the  middle 
of  Hertfordshire.  He  might  have  come  up  the  Colne  to 
Watford,  and  when  he  came  to  a  wide  ford  he  might 
have  said,  “  What-ford  is  this  ?  ”  (Laughter.)  Dr. 
Brett  then  spoke  of  the  dirty  water  in  the  Colne,  and 
said  that  it  behoved  someone  to  look  to  it  and  clean  it 
out. 

The  noble  Chairman,  who  on  rising,  was  loudly 
cheered,  read  letters  of  regret  for  non-attendance  from 
Mr.  T.  F.  Halsey,  M.P.,  who  enclosed  a  cheque  for  his 
prize,  which  he  wished  to  continue  ;  the  Hon.  A.  Holland- 
Hibbert,  who  was  away  in  Cumberland ;  the  Rev.  R. 
Lee  James,  Mr.  E.  J.  Slinn,  and  others.  His  Lordship 
said  that  he  was  pleased  to  accept  the  invitation  to  take 
the  chair  at  that  dinner,  but  gratified  as  he  was  by  the 
honour  they  had  done  him,  he  honestly  confessed  that 
he  thought  they  had  made  a  very  great  mistake.  (”  No, 
no.”)  He  did  know  something  about  a  great  many 
sports,  but  fishing  was  one  of  the  sports  he  had  not 
taken  up,  and  so  he  knew  very  little  about  it.  He 
hoped  some  day  to  take  it  up,  and  then  in  the  future  to 
be  able  to  speak  to  them  more  as  an  authority  on 
the  subject.  (Cheers.)  He  congratulated  the  Watford 
Piscators  on  the  apparently  very  successful  way 
in  which  their  club  W'as  constituted.  It  appeared 
that  the  number  of  members  was  limited  to  fifty, 
and  the  club  was  always  full.  He  presumed  that  there 
was  only  a  limited  amount  of  water  at  their  disposal, 
and  there  would  not  be  room  for  more  than  fifty 
people  to  fish.  But,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  the  club 
was  in  as  flourishing  a  condition  as  any  club  in  which 
he  had  an  interest.  A  man  to  whom  they  all  looked  as 
a  great  authority  on  fishing,  Mr.  Izaak  Walton,  used  to 
come  to  Hertfordshire,  and  according  to  his  book  it  was 
a  very  easy  thing  indeed  to  catch  a  fish  by  means  of  a 
'■  frogge  ”  used  as  a  bait  and  thrown  into  the  water 
where  fish  do  congregate.  Pishing  was  said  to  be  the 
contemplative  man’s  recreation,  and  he  thought  it  was  a 
very  good  name  for  it.  It  entailed  so  many  qualifications 
in  a  man.  He  might  say  it  required  the  patience  of  Job, 
great  perseverance,  and  the  temper  of  an  angel.  He  had 
seen  people  flog  the  water  day  by  day,  making  it  almost 

ike  a  sea.  (Laughter.)  Then  they  looked  at  the  rod  and 
the  line,  and  found  the  fly  was  gone.  They  cursed  and 
they  swore,  and  then  they  put  on  another  fly.  (Laughter.) 
There  was  an  old  song  belonging  to  fishermen,  which  was 
called  the  “  Angler’s  Song,”  and  the  lines  were  some¬ 
thing  like  this  : 

Man's  life  is  but  vain  ; 

For  'tis  subject  to  pain. 

And  sorrow,  and  short  as  a  bubble, 

"Tis  a  hodge-podge  of  bus'uess  and  money  and  care. 

And  care  and  money  and  trouble. 

But  we'll  take  no  care 
When  the  weather  proves  fair  : 

Nor  will  we  vex  now  tho'  it  rain  ; 

We'll  banish  all  sorrow,  and  sing  till  to-morrow, 

•And  angle  and  angle  again, 


keeper  to  preserve  their  waters  in  tho  close  season  and 
to  detect  poachers.  He  thought  they  might  easily  employ 
a  keeper  at  a  salary  of  .£1  a  week,  who  would  in  addi¬ 
tion  get  a  good  many  trifles  and  half-crowns.  He 
saw  by  the  accounts  that  there  was  a  balance  of  some 
.£10  a  year,  and  by  the  list  of  prizes  that  twenty  guineas 
was  given  in  that  way.  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  gfntlemen  who  won  these  prizes  would  be 
equally  gratified  if  they  received  some  not  very  valuable 
tokens  of  their  success.  (Cheers.)  If  gentlemen  who 
now  gave  their  guineas  would  give  additional  subscrip¬ 
tions  there  would  be  something  like  .£30  or  .£40  given 
towards  this  .£50,  which  would  be  necessary  to  pay  a 
keeper.  Then  these  fifty  members  might  be  very 
easily  increased  by  ten.  He  suggested  that  they 
should  get  a  few  members  who  might  come  down  fishing 
from  London,  once  a  fortnight,  and  by  this  means  they 
would  get  the  full  £50  required.  (Cheers.)  With 
regard  to  additional  members  he  thought  for  a  guinea  a 
year  anyone  would  be  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  come 
down  to  a  lovely  country  and  fish  in  four  or  five  miles 
of  capital  water.  He  pointed  out  in  contrast  to  this 
that  in  some  places  two  or  three  thousand  pounds  a 
year  was  required  for  the  right  of  fishing.  He  thanked 
them  for  coupling  his  name  with  the  toast.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Boydell  also  responded.  He  said  that  the 
club  was  formed  some  'twelve  years  ago  by  Mr. 
Vincent  (cheers),  in  consequence  of  the  immense 
amount  of  poaching  that  was  going  on,  and  the 
necessity  of  preserving  in  the  close  season.  Mr.  Boydell 
then  gave  a  resximd  of  the  progress  of  the  club,  and 
spoke  of  the  waters  that  had  been  acquired  by  the 
society  from  time  to  time.  He  concurred  with  the 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  Rooper  with  reference  to  an 
increase  of  members  and  the  abandonment  of  prizes,  for 
he  did  not  really  think  a  man  went  out  fishing  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  pay,  but  for  the  pure  love  of  sport. 
(Cheers.)  It  was  as  much  pleasure  to  him  to  watch  a 
man  catching  fish,  and  succeeding  in  his  spore,  as  it 
was  to  catch  fish  himself,  and  he  believed  that  was  the 
feeling  of  all  true  sportsmen.  (Cheers.)  Another 
object  that  the  club  had  in  view  was  to  put  down  taking 
small  fish,  and  prizes  were  given  for  specimen  fish. 
They  would  see  by  the  prize  list  that,  considering  the 
bad  season,  they  had  done  uncommonly  well.  (Cheers.) 

The  Vice-Chairman  said  that  he  had  to  propose  a 
toast  which  he  was  sure  would  receive  their  unanimous 
assent,  and  that  was  the  health  of  their  noble  Chair¬ 
man.  (Cheers.)  It  was  very  difficult  to  say  in  the 
presence  of  Lord  Essex  what  one  might  otherwise  wish 
to  do,  but  he  might  say  that  they  were  extremely  grate¬ 
ful  to  him  for  presiding  over  them  that  evening,  and  if 
they  might  forecast  the  future  from  the  past,  they  all 
hoped  that  he  might  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  most 
respected  predecessor,  and  have  a  long  and  prosperous 
reign  at  Cassiobury.  (Loud  cheers.) 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours,  and  cheers 
were  given  for  the  Earl  of  Essex  and  Lord  Malden. 

The  noble  Chairman  expressed  his  intense  gratitude 
for  the  kind  way  in  which  they  had  received  this  toast, 
and  for  the  too  much  kind  way  in  which  Mr.  Moore  had 
proposed  it.  He  had  not  been  in  Watford  very  long  yet, 
and  he  had  not  had  time  to  identify  himself  with  the 
people,  but  he  was  glad  to  meet  them  in  that  club  as 
sportsmen.  Ho  more  or  less  prided  himself  on  being  a 
sportsman,  and  therefore  when  sportsman  met  sports¬ 
man,  there  was  not  likely  to  be  any  disagreement. 
(Cheers.)  He  felt  perfectly  certain  that  in  the  future 
the  more  they  saw  of  each  other,  and  the  longer  they 
lived  together,  tho  more  firmly  would  their  friendship  be 
cemented.  (Loud  cheers.) 

Other  toasts  followed. 

The  dinner  ticket,  from  an  original  drawing  by  one  of 
the  members,  Mr.  Fritz  Volck,  is  excellent. 


SPORTSMAN’S  EXHIBITION  AT  SHEFFIELD. 

The  Angling  Section. 

On  Easter  Monday  there  was  opened  at  Sheffield,  in 
tho  Drill  Hall  (the  largest  building  in  the  city),  a 
Sportsman’s  Exhibition.  The  show,  which  is  the  first 
of  its  kind  held  in  the  provinces,  is  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  G.  Stanley,  who  a  few  months  ago  success¬ 
fully  “ran”  a  trades  exhibition  in  the  same  hall. 
Embracing  the  whole  of  the  county,  it  has  been  well 
patronised  by  followers  of  every  department  of  sport,  as 
well  as  by  dealers  in  all  the  implements  of  sport.  The 
result  is  a  collection  of  unique  exhibits  that  appeals  to 
every  section  of  the  sport-loving  public.  There  are 
carriages,  drags,  and  carts  ;  pictures  of  horses,  jockeys, 
and  dogs ;  bicycles  and  tricycles ;  implements  for 
shooting,  skating,  and  boating ;  tents  and  summer¬ 
houses  ;  while  in  the  department  devoted  to  angling 
there  is  much  to  interest  and  instruct  the  devotees  of 
the  gentle  art.  There  is  a  fish-hatching  apparatus  lent 
by  the  Marquis  of  Exeter ;  specimens  of  stuffed  fish 
forwarded  by  members  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  competition  for  money  prizes  offered  by  the 
promoters  of  the  exhibition  ;  and  rods,  nets,  and  other 
paraphernalia  of  the  sport  in  profusion.  (Jood  as  the 
show  is,  it  would  have  been  better  but  for  the  fact  that 
an  exhibition  on  similar  lines  is  now  being  held  at  the 
Aquarium,  London.  Many  who  are  showing  at  the 
Aquarium  would  have  been  glad  to  come  to  Sheffield  ; 
but  when  the  choice  lies  between  the  Metropolis  and  the 
provinces,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  latter  will 
be  chosen. 

The  first  stand  to  which  the  angler  will  turn  after 
entering  the  building  is  that  of  Mr.  H.  Booth,  fishing 
tackle  dealer,  Hull.  Mr.  Booth  has  on  exhibition  a 
collection  of  angling  implements  it  would  be  hard  to 
beat.  Gommencing  with  salmon  fishing  he  could  equip 


an  angler  for  every  department  of  fishing.  Among  his 
salmon  rods  is  the  “  Castleconnell  ”  rod.  Affixed  to 
another  salmon  rod  is  a  un  que  contrivance  for  weighing 
fish.  At  the  butt,  just  beneath  the  winch  fittings,  is  a 
groove  covered  by  a  nickel  slide.  Turn  round  the  slide 
and  out  drops  a  weighing  balance.  The  whole  thing  is 
so  neat  and  expeditious  that  it  is  hard  to  imagine  any 
go-ahead  angler  travelling  without  one.  Greenheart 
rods,  American  cane,  bamboo — combining  strength  and 
durability  with  lightness  and  compactness — and  pike 
rods  are  amongst  the  stock,  side  by  side  with  them 
appearing  a  ne't  patented  by  Mr.  Booth.  This  net  is  one 
of  the  handiest  things  the  writer  ever  saw,  and  is  the 
very  incarnation  of  simplicity.  The  upper  length  slides 
within  the  lower,  and  to  use  it  all  that  is  required  is  to 
throw  out  the  former,  the  operation  at  the  same  time 
fastening  the  net  and  making  it  ready  for  instant  use. 
A  simpler  contrivance  could  not  well  be  imagined.  Mr. 
Booth  has,  among  his  other  exhibits,  a  collection 
of  artificial  worms  and  gentles.  The  worms  are 
an  imitation,  but  it  is  hard  to  conceive  any  sensible 
fish  mistaking  the  manufactured  maggot  for  the 
real  and  succulent  article.  Stand  25  is  occupied 
by  Mr.  Henry  Cartledge,  tackle  dealer,  of  Blouk-street 
and  Campo-lane,  Sheffield,  who  has  on  view  a  creditable 
assortment  of  things  appertaining  to  the  art  piscatorial. 
Mr.  Cartledge’s  specialities  are  the  inimitable  flies— 
artificial  creations  warranted  to  resist  water  or  almost 
any  other  of  the  elements — and  a  collapsible  net.  This 
is  a  handy  and  ingenious  article.  The  framework  of  the 
net  is  of  steel,  in  halves,  and  is  so  constructed  that  it 
can  be  released  from  its  circular  position  and  turned 
into  a  long,  flat  instrument,  the  two  halves  being 
brought  into  a  parallel  line,  the  one  an  inch  or  so  from 
the  other.  Among  his  reels  Mr.  Cartledge  has  one  with 
gold-plated  fittings  and  ebonised  back — rather  a  luxu- 
rioos  adjunct  to  angling.  Messrs.  T.  Horsley  and  Son, 
of  York  and  Doncaster,  have  a  neat  display  of  fishing 
tackle ;  Messrs.  T.  Burberry  and  Sons,  Haymarket, 
London,  have  on  view  all  kinds  of  waterproof  clothing 
for  anglers ;  and  the  Berthon  Boat  Company  show  their 
patent  canvas  collapsible  boats — craft  that  are  a  great 
convenience  on  rivers  where  rapids  and  deeps  alternate. 

To  Yorkshire  anglers,  however,  and  particularly  to 
Sheffielders,  the  most  interesting  exhibits  are  the 
specimens  of  stuffed  fish  forwarded  by  tho  Anglers’ 
Association.  Rarely,  indeed,  has  a  better  collection  of 
fish  ever  been  brought  together  in  a  provincial  town. 
The  premier  position  is  accorded  to  a  371b.  salmon, 
caught  recently  in  the  Spean,  Scotland,  by  Mr.  S.  A. 
Smith,  of  Barnes  Hall,  Sheffield.  Surrounding  it  are 
some  of  the  handsomest  pike  ever  seen  in  Sheffield, 
most  of  them,  together  with  good  specimens  of  other 
species,  coming  from  the  Crown  Inn,  Scotland-street, 
the  chosen  rendezvous  of  all  Sheffield  anglers.  The  first 
prize  for  pike,  however,  was  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  Hides, 
Myrtle-road,  Heeley,  for  a  handsome  fish  of  261b,, 
measuring  3ft.  Gin.  It  was  caught  in  1887  at  Pebley 
pond,  near  Killamarsh,  and  about  ten  miles  from 
Sheffield.  The  first  prize  for  roach  was  awarded  to 
George  Littlewood,  champion  long  distance  walker,  for 
a  specimen  21b.  S^oz.  in  weight.  The  first  for  bream 
went  to  the  Crown  Inn,  for  a  fish  weighing  61b.  or  71b., 
and  which  was  caught,  of  all  places  in  the  world,  in  the 
Idle,  near  Retford.  It  may  be  well  to  mention  that 
this  was  so  far  back  as  1866.  Other  Sheffield  fish  are 
shown  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Spicer,  taxidermist,  Birmingham, 
the  chief  being  a  pike  of  23Jib. 

Another  feature  of  the  exhibition  is  an  illustration  of 
the  methods  by  which  fish  are  hatched  at  the  Marquis 
of  Exeter’s  Burghley  Park  fish  hatchery,  Stamford,  the 
exhibit  consisting  of  hatching  box,  feeding  box,  a  fish 
pass,  spawning  bed  and  fish  trap,  box  in  which  to  carry 
trout  ova,  and  young  trout,  a  month  old.  Much  is  to  be 
learned  from  a  study  of  these  boxes  and  their  contents. 


OPENING  OF  FISHING  SEASON  AT  LAKE 
VYRNWY,  N.W. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  have  to  announce  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  opening  on  above  water,  and  that  in  the  face  of 
cold  winds  and  very  bright  sunshine  (except  the  Satur¬ 
day,  which  was  a  drizzling  day),  and  it  certainly  did  not 
look  very  likely  when  fourteen  rods  went  out  on  Thurs¬ 
day  morning  (March  ,30).  However,  when  evening  came, 
eighty-eight  trout,  weighing  511b.  lOoz.,  were  laid  out, 
and  a  very  encouraging  sight  they  proved,  for  on  Friday 
fourteen  rods  brought  164  trout,  weighing  951b.  8oz., 
two  anglers  having  the  limit  (twenty  trout),  and  one 
angler,  who  arrived  late,  had  eight  from  shore  after 
4  P-ui. 

Saturday  was  a  true  fisherman’s  day,  cloudy  and 
showery,  and  the  same  number  of  rods  took  195  trout, 
weighing  1061b.  6oz.  There  were  seven  limits,  and  two 
gentlemen,  who  had  forty  in  their  boat,  took  twenty- 
five  in  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  6  p.m.  ;  all  agreed 
they  had  never  seen  trout  rise  better,  and,  thanks  to  the 
improved  food  supply,  and  a  seasonable  February  and 
March,  they  were  in  very  good  condition,  and  fought 
most  gamely. 

Monday  did  not  score  up  so  well ;  it  was  very  cold, 
and  the  sun,  if  anything,  brighter  than  Thursday,  but 
101  trout,  weighing  601b.  3oz.,  was  not  so  bad,  and  one 
dish  of  sixteen  was  much  admired.  A  gentleman  from 
Manchester  topped  the  list  with  eighty  trout  for  the 
four  days,  all  taken  with  artificial  fly  ;  in  fact,  very  few 
anglers  have  as  yet  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege 
of  trolling. 

I  understand  a  further  supply  of  Crustacea,  &c.,  is  to 
be  placed  in  different  parts  of  the  water  to  furnish 
savoury  morsels  for  our  friends,  the  trout,  and  from  all 
appearances  this  will  be  a  first-rate  season. 

“  Lancastrian.” 


The  Chairman  then  presented  the  prizes  to  the  suo- 
cissful  competitors.  The  chairman,  in  conclusion,  said 
that  he  had  much  pleasure  in  coupling  with  the  toast 
the  names  of  Mr.  G.  Rooper  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Boydell. 
he  wished  success,  long  life,  and  prosperity  to  the  Wat¬ 
ford  Piscators.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  Rooper  said  that  he  felt  it  a  great  honour  to 
respond  to  this  toast.  He  was  told  by  his  friend  Mr. 
Boydell  that  this  most  prosperous  club  was  established 
in  1882.  It  was  a  very  small  humble  bantling  in  those 
days,  but  it  had  grown  and  greatly  improved,  he  could 
hardly  say  gradually,  because  from  the  beginning  it  had 
had  an  uninterrupted  success,  which  was  no  doubt 
greatly  due  to  the  committee,  but  it  was  mainly  due  to 
themselves.  He  looked  one  day  in  Johnson’s  Dictionary 
for  a  definition  of  a  club,  and  ho  found  it  was  an  assem¬ 
blage  of  good  fellows.  He  thought  that  the  Watford 
Piecatori  1  epresented  as  good  a  body  of  good  fellows  as 
were  1  k  dy  to  be  found  anywhere.  (Cheers.)  There  was 
a  point  ce  should  like  lo  press  especially  upon  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  tie  committee,  and  he  thought  it  was  a  very 
important  one.  It  was  that  they  should  have  a  water- 
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THE  AYRON  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 

Copt  of  a  Report  by  Mr.  H.  N.  Mai, an,  an  Inspector 
of  Fisheries,  on  a  Bye-law  made  by  the  Board  of 
Conservators  of  the  Ayron  Fishery  District,  for  tho 
purpose  of  determining:  the  Length,  Size,  and 
Description  of  Nets  for  taking  Salmon  in  that 
District. 

Board  of  Trade,  March  18,  1893. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  on  the  16th  inst,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  my  instructions,  I  held  a  public  inquiry  at 
Aberayron  into  a  bye-law  made  on  the  3nd  January  last 
by  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Ayron  Fishery 
District  under  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Acts,  1861  to  1886. 

The  bye-law  is  as  follows  : — Kinds  of  nets  that  maybe 
lawfully  used  and  where — 

(a.)  No  person  shall  use  any  net  for  taking  salmon, 
except  as  follows  .—A  draft  net ;  a  hang  net ;  a 
polo  net. 

(h.)  Such  draft  or  hang  net  shall  not,  when  measured 
wet,  exceed  200  yards  in  length  and  four  yards 
in  depth. 

(r.)  Such  draft  or  hang  nets  shall  not  be  used  within 
that  part  of  the  Ayron  Fishery  District  which 
lies  between  the  lower  bridge  in  the  town  of 
Aberayron  and  a  line  drawn  from  tho  northern¬ 
most  extremity  of  the  north  pier  seawards,  and 
parallel  to  the  western  pier  until  it  reaches  a 
point  true  north  of  the  seaward  extremity  of  the 
breakwater  at  the  end  of  the  west  pier,  and 
thence  continued  straight  to  the  said  extremity 
of  the  said  breakwater,  and  thence  straight  to 
the  nearest  point  of  the  said  west  pier ;  but  the 
description  of  nets  which  may  lawfully  be  used 
for  taking  salmon  shall  be  pole  nets. 

Any  person  offending  against  this  bye-law  shall  be 
liable  for  each  offence  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  five 
pounds. 

This  bye-law  is  in  substitution  for  a  bye-law  made 
and  confirmed  in  1883,  which  contained  the  provisions  of 
the  above  clauses  (n)  and  (6).  Clause  (<■)  is  new,  and 
the  inquiry  was  ordered  in  consequence  of  the  objections 
to  which  it  had  given  rise. 

The  objectors  are  the  owners  and  workers  of  two 
seine  nets  used  at  the  mouth  of  Aberayron  harbour. 
These  nets  were  first  introduced  in  1890,  and  are  worked 
between  the  two  piers  from  early  in  June  to  the  end  of 
August,  when  the  season  closes. 

At  the  inquiry  Mr.  E.  Lima  Jones,  member  and  clerk 
of  the  Board  of  Conservators,  stated  that  the  attention 
of  the  board  had  been  called  in  various  ways  to  these 
seine  nets,  and  that,  being  of  opinion  that  tho  use  of 
such  nets  was  against  the  fishing  interests  of  the 
district,  they  had  made  this  bye-law. 

It  was  in  1890  that  a  seine  net  was  first  used  at 
Aberayron.  One  or  two  residents  obtained  such  a  net 
from  the  Dee,  and  fished  it  with  such  success  that  others 
were  encouraged  to  follow  their  example,  and  a  second 
net  made  its  appearence.  A  licence  was  taken  out  for 
each  net.  As,  however,  there  was  not  room  for  two 
nets,  the  owners  amalgamated,  and  agreed  to  fish  alter¬ 
nately.  The  following  season  one  licence  only  was  taken 
out  for  the  two  nets.  The  scene  of  operation  is  between 
the  two  piers,  which  are  only  twenty-five  yards  apart. 
One  end  of  the  net  is  landed  at  the  west  pier ;  the  net 
is  then  paid  out  from  a  boat  which  crosses  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour,  and  very  slowly  creeps  along  the  north 
pier  until  the  full  limit  of  the  net  has  been  reached. 
Eventually  both  ends  are  drawn  to  the  inner  end  of  the 
west  pier,  and  tho  net  is  hauled  ashore. 


The  operation  begins  at  half  ebb,  when  there  is  said 
to  be  5  feet  of  water  on  the  bar,  and  2  feet  in  the  river. 
According  to  the  workers  of  the  net,  the  whole  opera¬ 
tion  takes  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  but  it  was  stated 
by  others  that  it  has  at  times  been  prolonged  for  two 
hours.  The  net  is  used  once  every  tide,  and  sometimes 
twice. 

The  supporters  of  the  bye-law  urge  that  this  method 
of  fishing  is  very  destructive,  that  it  acts  as  a  complete 
barrier  across  the  river,  and  that  it  takes  all  the  fish 
which,  having  run  up  with  the  tide,  have  been  unable  to 
get  beyond  the  tidal  waters.  It  was  shown  that  the 
fishing  has  considerably  decreased  of  late  years,  that 
whilst  thirty-nine  and  forty-four  salmon  rod  licences 
were  taken  out  in  1890  and  1891  respectively,  only  twenty- 
two  were  taken  out  in  1892,  and  that  general  dissatis¬ 
faction  prevails  amongst  those  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  river.  The  owners  of  the  seines  deny  that  their 
nets  act  as  a  complete  barrier  across  the  river,  and  con¬ 
tend  that  the  decrease  of  fish  is  due  to  other  causes. 
They  admit,  however,  that  their  nets  may  interfere  with 
the  catches  of  the  goryds  further  along  the  coast.  They 
set  down  their  largest  haul  at  twenty  salmon,  no  fish 
being  over  181b.  The  gross  value  of  the  takes  of  both 
nets  they  place  at  .£54  for  each  of  the  last  two  seasons. 
Some  of  these  statements,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  must 
bo  accepted  with  reserve. 

Messrs.  Joseph  Rees,  Francis  Evans,  and  John  Evans 
own  one  net,  and  Messrs.  Evan  Loyn  and  R.  S.  Lloyd 
own  tho  other  ;  they  work  the  nets  themselves  with 
assistance.  It  takes  five  men  to  work  a  net.  Half  the 
profits  of  each  net  is  taken  by  the  owners,  and  the  other 
half  is  divided  equally  amongst  the  five  hands.  These 
men  are  not  fishermen  in  the  regular  sense  of  the  word  ; 
some  are  are  retired  master-mariners,  and  others  are 
local  tradesmen  and  dealers.  Mr.  Loyn  is  the  fisher¬ 
men’s  representative  member  on  the  Board  of  Comser- 
vators. 

From  all  that  was  said  at  the  inquiry,  it  is  very  clear 
that  there  has  been  of  late  years  a  great  falling  off  in 
the  stock  of  salmon  in  the  river  Ayron,  and  that  for  the 
last  two  seasons  it  has  scarcely  been  worth  while  for 
anyone  to  take  out  a  rod  licence  for  salmon.  This 
scarcity  of  fish  is  not,  I  think,  wholly  due  to  the  seine 
nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  they  have  done  harm,  and  come  very  near  being 
illegal  fixed  engines.  Dry  seasons  and  want  of  sufficient 
protection  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  are  also 
some  of  the  causes  which  may  have  contributed  to  the 
falling  off  of  the  Ayron  as  a  salmon  river.  But  a  dry 
sesson  would  also  be  in  favour  of  the  nets,  since  more 
fish  would  fail  to  get  above  the  tidal  waters.  The 
entrance  to  the  harbour  is  too  narrow  for  this  method 
of  fishing  to  be  carried  on  without  injury  to  the  whole 
fishery.  I  therefore  think  that  the  Board  of  Conservators 
have  acted  rightly  in  making  this  bye-law,  and  I  recom¬ 
mend  that  it  be  confirmed. 

I  should  add  that  although  the  nets  are  never  used 
before  June,  the  owners  have  already  applied  for  and 
obtained  their  licence  for  the  present  season ;  they 
were,  however,  given  to  understand  that  this  would 
give  them  no  legal  right  to  make  use  of  their  nets  in  the 
prohibited  area  if  the  bye-law  is  confirmed. 

Since  the  appearance  of  the  nets  in  question  the  use 
of  pole-nets  has  almost  been  given  up  ;  only  one  was 
licensed  in  1891  and  none  in  1892,  but  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  there  are  some  unlicensed  ones  illegally 
used  up  the  river. — I  have  the  honour  to  bo.  Sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

H.  Noel  Malan,  Inspector  of  Fisheries. 

The  Assistant  Secretary, 

Fisheries  Department,  Board  of  Trade. 


The  London  United  Anglers’  Societies’  Fifth 
Annual  Angling  Comfetition,  in  Aid  op  the  I 
Funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  and 
Convalescent  Home  Funds. — On  tho  26th  ult.,  the 
competition  was  resumed  at  the  Rye  House,  for  the  . 

I  prizes  left  over  from  the  previous  Sunday.  Result  as  | 
follows,  205  competed  : — 18,  F.  Gibbons  (Enstonians),  | 
31b.  IJoz. ;  19,  J.  A.  Pitch  (Great  Northern  Brothers),  1 
>  lib.  13oz.  ;  20,  R.  Cole  (Hounsfield  Otters),  11b.  lOjOz.  ;  ‘ 
21,  W.  Taylor  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  11b.  5ioz. ;  . 

!  22,  J.  Wilgross  (Clapham  Junction),  lib.  4oz.  ;  23,  | 

!  G.  Riggs  (Globe),  11b.  Joz. ;  24,  A.  Sims  (Original 
Alexandria),  151oz. ;  25,  A.  Burton  (Good  Intent), 

1  15Joz. ;  26,  A.  Freeman  (Dalston),  14Joz. ;  27,  G.  Frank- 
I  lin  (Crown  and  Buekland),  14oz. ;  28,  C.  Twomey  ; 
(Prince  of  Wales),  lljoz. ;  29,  F.  Baldwin  (Dalston),  i 

9Joz. ;  30,  Blyth  (Amicable  Excelsior),  85oz. ;  31,  j 

C.  Hibble  (Walworth  Waltonians),  6Joz.  ;  32,  R.  Parram 
(Dalston),  OJoz. ;  33,  J.  Bailey  (Convivial),  Oloz.  ;  34, 

W.  Stevens  (West  Ham  Brothers),  6Joz. ;  35,  J.”  Ballard 
(Globe),  6oz. ;  36,  T.  Jenkins  (Wellington),  5ioz. ;  37, 

H.  Prochl  (Great  Northern  Brothers),  4foz. ;  38, 

G.  Depledge  (Causton),  4^oz. ;  39,  G.  Chamberlaine  -I 
(Stepney),  4oz. ;  40,  A.  Roe  (Bermondsey  Brothers), 
3Joz.  ;  41,  C.  Neal  (Prince  of  Wales),  3Joz. ;  42,  ( 

C.  Smales  (Silver  Trout),  3^oz. ;  43,  W.  Thompson  J 
(Havelock),  2ioz. ;  41,  T.  More  (Lincoln),  2Joz.  At  a  ‘ 
committee  meeting  held  at  the  Foresters’  Hall  on  Friday,  | 
the  21th,  it  was  decided  that  the  prizes  should  he  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  respective  winners  on  Monday,  April  24,  f 
1893,  at  the  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  next  door  f 
to  the  North  London  Shoreditch  Station,  where  donors 
will  please  deliver  their  prizes  as  soon  as  convenient. 
Since  my  last  report  I  have  received  with  thanks  from 
tne  Eclipse,  ISs. ;  Odds  and  Evens,  10s. ;  Globe,  153. ; 
Edmonton  and  Tottenham,  lOs.  ;  Original  Alexandria,  ( 
19s.  ;  Izaak  Walton,  13s.  6d. ;  and  W.  H.  Meeoham,  a  i 
winch.  The  committee  request  that  seeretarys  will  f 
send  tickets  or  cash  immediately,  as  they  wish  to  wind  v 
up  the  account  as  soon  as  possible. — S.  Malby,  sec.  t 
The  Lower  Thames  Trout  Propagation  Society.  ii 
— Since  my  last  report  I  have  got  one  or  two  more  sub-  it 
scriptions,  and  hope  very  shortly  to  have  enough  money  <. 
to  purchase  1000  two-year-old  trout,  as  there  seems  to  ^ 
be  a  wish  that  two-year-olds  should  be  turned  in  and  |i 
not  yearlings.  My  opinion  is  that  yearlings  are  equally  ii 
as  good  as  two-year-olds,  and  are  much  more  reasonable  | 
in  price,  which  would  allow  of  2000  trout  being  turned  J 
into  the  river  instead  of  1000.  As  to  the  proper  size  to  5 
turn  fish  into  any  water  there  seems  a  great  variance  of  h 
opinions.  Some  say  that  two-year-olds  are  better  than  ’ 
yearlings  ;  others  that  fry  a  few  months’  old,  and  turned  : 
in  in  large  quantities,  are  better  than  either.  The  late  i! 
Francis  Francis  in  one  of  his  works,  I  believe,  says  that 
yearlings  or  two-year-olds  are  overgrown  hobbledehoys, 
and  when  turned  into  the  river  are  unable  to  get  their  ' 
own  living,  and  not  brought  up  to  the  danger  likely  to  .  ■ 
befall  them.  After  all,  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  go  by  ■ 
any  hard-and-fast  rule ;  a  good  deal  depends  upon  the 
weather  and  state  of  water,  and  the  time  of  year  that 
fish  are  removed ;  also  whether  the  fish  are  what  I  term  j 
wild  fish,  that  is,  if  they  have  had  plenty  of  room  and  l 
not  been  artificially  fed.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  trout  i 
being  taken  as  yet,  and  I  am  afraid  there  will  not  be 
until  we  get  some  rain.  A  beautiful  trout,  weighing  7Jtb., 
came  to  grief  last  week  at  Penton  Hook,  having  its  head 
smashed  between  the  lock  gates,  which  it  must  have  ,  1 
been  trying  to  get  through,  having  been  previously  ,  i 
frightened  by  a  tug.  All  subscriptions  and  oommunica-  j 
tions  will  be  duly  acknowledged. — A.  Burrow,  hon. 
sec..  Lower  Thames  Trout  Propagation  Society,  Colne 
Cottage,  Staines.  .■ 


FISHERIES  EXHIBITION 


Chairman  and  Managing  Director,  J.  EITCHIB,  Esq. 


OPEN  to  APRIL  15th.  J 

■A.  AALTC3-XjEE/S’  ...j 

In  addition  to  the  Exhibition,  ail  the  usual  Attractions  are  continued,  including 

BURN’S  GREAT  DIVE  of  80ft.  into  7ft.  of  Water. 


Catalof/nes  and  Guide  to  the  Exhibition,  (id. 


THE  SFOBTSSAH'S  VASE  UECUU. 


Eat.  1818. 

Ten  Prize  Medals. 


Qold  Medals, 
Paris,  1878, 
London,  1884 


HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  RRANOY 

^  w  a  .  PETES  P.  HEEBllsra, 

Pnrreyor  by  AppolntmecU  lo  the  I^yal  Dantah  and  ImM^l  Russian  Court#  endD.B.H.the  Prlnoe  of  Welee. 

Bold  by  aU  respecUble  Wine  MerchanU.  Traioe. 


SHOBDON,  HEREFORDSHIRE, 

TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  CLUB. 

GIBNTLEMEN  DESIROUS  of  BECOMING  MEMBERS  of  tho  above,  which 
r  comprises  Lord  Bateman’s  Proierved  F.hhirics  in  tho  River  Lugg,  between 
Mortimer  s  Cross  and  Aymestry  Court,  and  in  the  Konwater  and  Pinsley  rivers  at  the 
Wegnalls  Estate,  near  Leominster,  are  re(iuested  to  send  their  names  to 

W.  LAVER,  Secretary  of  tho  Club,  S!  o’idon,  Herefordshire. 

The  club  is  limited  to  thirty  members  at  .T  guineas  each,  and  each  subscriber  receives  a  uiombor's 
ticket  (available  to  March  1804)  and  four  visitors'  tickets. 
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SATURDAY,  APRIL  15th,  1893. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

THE  “IZAAK  WALTON  TEECENTENARY." 


OUR  1893  SUMMER  NUMBER. 


Although  vs-e  have  published  the  date  of  Izaak 
Walton’s  birth  literally  millions  of  times  on  the 
very  forefront  of  the  Gazette,  we  are  reminded 
by  a  letter,  which  we  publish,  from  our  friend 
Dr.  James  A.  Henshall,  chief  of  the  Angling 
Department  of  the  Chicago  World’s  Fair,  that 
August  9  next  will  be  the  300th  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  that  they  pro¬ 
pose  to  have  a  special  celebration  of  the  event  in 
Chicago,  as  described  in  his  letter. 

Not  to  be  behind  our  American  cousins,  we 
propose  to  issue  our  DOUBLE  SUMMER 
NUMBER  this  year,  early  in  August,  as  the 
“WALTON  TEB, CENTENARY  NUMBER,’’ 
with  Special  Illustrations,  Articles,  Notes,  &c., 
and,  we  hope,  a  reproduction  of  the  American 
Walton  Exhibit. 


World’s  Columbian  Commission,  Office  of  the 
Director-General  of  the  Exposition. 
Chicago,  Ill.,  U.S.A.,  March  27,  1893. 

Dear  Mr.  M.\rston, — There  will  be  a  repro¬ 
duction  of  Walton  and  Cotton’s  fishing  house  on 
the  World’s  Fair  grounds  to  celebrate  the  300bh 
anniversary  of  Izaak  Walton’s  birthday,  which 
occurs  Aug.  9,  1893. 

I  would  very  much  like  a  good  photograph  of 
his  statue  in  Winchester  Cathedral  in  order  to 
have  an  enlarged  print  made  from  it  to  place  in 
the  house.  If  you  can  procure  a  good  one,  and 
will  mail  it  to  me,  1  shall  be  very  much  gratified, 
and  will  cheerfully  re-pay  you  for  any  expense 
that  you  may  incur.  The  fine  illustrations  of 
the  house  in  your  “Centennial  edition’’  will 
prove  of  great  assistance  in  the  reproduction  of 
the  structure. 

With  kindest  regards,  and  in  the  hope  of 
seeing  you  this  summer, — I  am,  yours  very  truly, 
J.  A.  Henshall, 

In  charge  Angling  Pavilion,  Fisheries 
Building,  Jackson  Park,  CJhicago. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  London,  England. 

[We  have  sent  Dr.  Henshall  the  photograph 
and  some  other  views  which  may  be  useful. — Ed.] 


AN  EASTER  OUTING  (AND  INNING). 


By  “The  Am.yteur  Angler.” 


The  oldest  inhabitant  whom  I  have  encountered 
lately,  and  he  was  between  eighty  and  ninety, 
assured  me  that  he  never  remembered  such  a 
splendid  March  as  this  last  one.  It  by  no  means 
follows  that  during  the  eighty  odd  years  of  the 
old  man’s  memory  there  has  not  been  many  such 
March  months. 

I  have  seen  many  months  of  March  in  my  time, 
but  in  such  matters  my  memory  is  so  treacherous 
that  I  could  not  say  with  certainty  what  sort  of  a 
March  we  had  even  two  or  three  years  ago.  I 
leave  it  to  chronologers  to  say  how  many  such 
months  of  March  there  may  have  actually  been 
during  the  time  of  this  old  man’s  pilgrimage.  My 
general  impression  about  the  month  of  March  is 
that  it  has  almost  always  been  cold  and  wet,  and 
sleety  and  snowy,  with  biting  easterly  and  north¬ 
easterly  winds,  and  altogether  disagreeable. 

My  old  and  venerated  friend,  Gilbert  White, 
gives  us  a  record  of  the  weather  for  every  month 
for  twenty-four  years  (1768-1792),  and  of  all  those 
months  of  March  there  is  only  one,  that  of  1770, 
which  can  be  quoted  as  even  approaching  the  one 
which  has  so  pleasantly,  and  alas,  so  swiftly  just 
passed  from  us,  all  the  rest  have  the  bad  character 
my  own  memory  attributes  generally  to  this 
ungenial  month. 

“  1770,  the  whole  of  March  frosty  with  bright 
weather.” 

Our  March  has  been  somewhat  “  frosty,”  and  I 
know  not  what  our  fruit  growers  think  of  it.  My 
own  small  garden  seems  to  have  enjoyed  it 
thoroughly,  though  now  looking  out  for  the  warm 
April  showers,  which  as  yet  do  not  seem  to  be 
forthcoming  ;  apple  and  pear,  plum,  apricot,  and 
gooseberry  buds  all  appear  to  be  plentiful  and 
firm.  Gilbert  White’s  April  of  1770,  following  the 
bright  March,  was*'  cloudy,  with  rain  and  snow.” 

So  much  for  the  weather,  bright  and  beautiful 
it  has  been  since  March  came  in,  and  still  con¬ 
tinues,  for  April  though  now  far  advanced,  hath 
not  yet  “  with  his  sweet  showers  pierced  the 
drought  of  March,  and  bathed  every  vein  in  the 
balm  that  produces  flowers,”  as  he  did  in  Chaucer’s 
time.* 

Such  bright  weather  with  an  easterly  wind,  how¬ 
ever  gentle  and  breezy  it  may  be,  is  not  the  best 
kind  of  weather  for  angling  for  trout;  nevertheless 
when  the  Major  said  to  me  three  or  four  days 
before  Easter,  “Will  you  go  a-fishing.“”  I 
responded  with  alacrity,  “  I  will  ” — and  so  it  was 
that  on  Thursday  the  30th  of  March  we  found 
ourselves  on  the  banks  of  the  ever  pleasant  Itchen. 
My  old  henchman  was  there,  hale  and  hearty  and 

*  Leigh  Hunt’s  paraphrase  of  Chaucer. 


eighty-two  as  he  often  told  me,  and  ready  with 
net  and  basket.  It  was  in  full  stream,  bright  and 
clear  as  erystal — but  the  fish  were  not  “  on  the 
rise.”  Dry  fly-fishing  was  not  practicable,  our 
only  chance  being  to  fish  the  stream — a  kind  of 
fishing  which  the  accomplished  Major  somewhat 
despises.  He  prefers  crouching  on  bended  knees 
half  an  hour  at  a  time  waiting  for  a  rise,  and  then 
to  drop  his  deadly  fly,  dry  and  floating,  just  above 
that  fated  trout,  which  would  of  course  soon  find 
his  way  to  creel.  But  in  this  very  bright  weather 
even  the  Major  soon  grew  tired  of  his  favourite 
method,  and,  like  me,  he  mostly  devoted  himself 
to  the  streams  and  rippling  shallows.  Fishing  in 
this  way  and  wading  down  stream,  casting 
straig'ut  across  and  allowing  the  fly  to  float  down 
slightly  under  the  rippling  water,  I  was  the  first 
to  get  a  rise,  and  a  nice  half-pound  trout  came 
into  old  Davis’s  net.  This  was  a  fair  beginning.  I 
soon  hooked  another  and  brought  him  in,  but, 
alas !  he  was  a  grayling  of  a  pound  and  more — 
out  of  season,  he  had  to  go  back  with  grace  to 
grow  bigger,  please  goodness,  to  give  me  another 
chance  at  him  next  autumn. 

And  now  our  troubles  began.  The  Major  was 
unfortunate,  he  caught  one  I|lb.  trout,  and  then 
neither  of  us  could  catch  anything  bnt  grayling. 
“Confound  these  grayling  ”  we  said ;  “  what  right 
have  they  to  be  rising  like  this  when  they  are  not 
in  season  ?”  There  must  be  ten  grayling  to  one 
trout  in  this  bit  of  our  river — they  really  ought 
to  be  thinned  out,  or  else  they  should  keep  them¬ 
selves  down  till  they  are  wanted.  One  proof  that 
they  are  more  numerous  than  trout  is  that  when 
we  netted  the  river  for  jack  in  February  last  we. 
brought  up  at  every  draught  three  or  four  or  six 
grayling  and  only  a  trout  or  two.  On  that 
interesting  occasion  of  netting  for  jack,  which  I 
had  never  witnessed  before,  and  which  deserves  a 
longer  description  than  I  can  now  devote  to  it, 
we  caught  twenty-two  jack,  varying  in  size  from 
21b.  to  101b.  A  curious  lot  they  were.  One  of  them 
had  an  ancient  gash  in  his  side,  in  which  one 
could  bury  one’s  finger,  but  he  was  otherwise  in 
good  health,  and  as  lively  as  he  could  be  expected 
to  be  when  turned  out  to  grass ;  another 
disgorged  a  live  jlb.  trout,  which  went  back  to 
the  river  to  grow  bigger.  One  trout  was  caught 
with  four  flies  hooked  to  his  lips,  and  bits  of  gut 
sticking  out  like  a  cat’s  whiskers. 

They  were  netting  again  a  few  days  afterwards 
when  I  was  not  present,  but  our  valiant  keeper,  old 
Davis,  was  there  to  see  that  our  trout  and  gray¬ 
ling  were  properly  put  back.  Davis  vows  that 
on  that  occasion  he  saw  in  the  shallow  water  a 
jack  of  about  41b.  go  quietly  up  behind  a  lib. 
trout  and  swallow  him  at  a  gulp.  The  trout  was 
entirely  taken  by  surprise,  and  was  allowed  no 
opportunity  for  making  a  splash  about  it.  The 
moat  curious  thing  was  that  immediately  after¬ 
wards  they  drew  the  exact  spot  where  he  had 
seen  this  tragedy  enacted,  and  their  haul  brought 
up  amongst  others  a  41b.  jack,  in  which  they 
found  a  11b.  trout,  which  was  already  partlv 
digested  !  Now  ye  learned  piscators,  tell  me  if 
this  was  the  same  jack  and  the  same  trout  which 
Davis  had  seen  performing  as  above  not  many 
minutes  before  ?  But  to  return  to  our  trout  and 
grayling. 

1  had  another  good  trout,  over  a  pound.  J 
caught  him  in  a  very  awkward  position.  I  hooked 
him  down  stream  nearly  on  the  opposite  side  ;  i 
could  not  get  below  him  on  account  of  a  deep 
pool  and  a  hedge,  so  I  had  to  draw  him  across 
and  up  stream.  He  fought  well — I  never  had 
such  a  fighter.  I  was  in  middle  of  the  river, 
and  I  got  him  at  last  to  close  quarters,  when  he 
sank  and  sulked  in  a  bed  of  weeds,  and  there  he 
held  on  tight  and  motionless.  At  length  I  got 
the  net  from  Davis  and  gave  him  a  prod ;  out  he 
leapt,  but  still  hook  and  gut  held  on  to  him,  till 
finally  after  a  few  minutes’  struggle  I  got  the  net 
outside  his  pretty  pink-spotted  body. 

Now,  although  the  pesky  graylings  kept  our 
baskets  light,  I  must  say  they  gave  us  good 
sport,  and  the  game  was  lively  and  interesting. 
There  w^as  scarcely  a  fly  to  be  seen  on  the  water. 
Occasionally  one  came  across  a  solitary  “March 
Brown.”  AVe  were  too  early  for  them,  the  nights 
being  very  cold ;  but  the  days  were  glorious,  and 
I  assure  y'ou,  my  friends,  we  had  a  most 
delightful  little  holiday.  All  nature  was  alive 
and  gay,  the  air  was  exhilarating,  the  birds  sang 
their  sweetest  songs  in  the  woods,  and  in  the  trees 
and  hushes  by  the  river.  A  sweet  little  black- 
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capped  flycatcher  followed  me  all  down  the  river 
on  the  opposite  side ;  he  seemed  to  be  particularly 
amused  and  interested  in  my  flies,  and  frequently 
when  I  threw  across  towards  him  he  would  dart 
out  and  make  believe  to  catch  them,  but  I  am  sure 
he  was  only  joking,  he  knew  quite  well  what  they 
were  made  of,  his  bright  rpiick  little  eye  could 
easily  see  through  these  “  barbed  betrayers,”  as 
Canon  Scott-Holland  calls  them. 

I  might  have  mentioned  before  that  we 
were  three  in  our  party,  the  third  being  a 
young  disciple  of  the  Major’s,  who  managed 
to  get  his  flies  on  the  w'ater  in  very  good 
style,  but  in  a  manner  quite  original,  and 
contrary  to  accepted  methods ;  nevertheless,  he 
got  many  a  good  rise,  and  lost  many  a  good 
fish,  whether  trout  or  grayling,  for  he  was  not 
an  adept  at  landing  his  fish,  and  besides  he  had 
no  net.  Notwithstanding  all  these  disadvantages, 
to  him  belongs  the  honour  of  having  hooked 
and  landed  the  biggest  trout  that  was  caught  on 
this  expedition. 

Easter  Monday — a  brilliant,  genial,  lovely  day 
— we  sallied  forth  in  the  morning  as  usual,  and 
we  did  our  usual  execution  amongst  the  gray¬ 
ling,  but  trout  would  not  be  lured.  I  may  re¬ 
mark  here  that  nearly  all  our  fish  whether  trout 
or  grayling  were  caught  before  one  o’clock.  Not 
a  rise  could  we  get  in  the  afternoon  or  evening. 

This  was  our  last  day,  we  had  to  return  to  town 
in  the  evening,  and,  alas,  that  1  should  have  to  re¬ 
cord  it,  or  rather,  I  should  rejoice  that  I  am  alive  to 
tell  the  tale,  for  on  this  morning  the  “  Amateur 
Angler  ”  came  to  grief. 

I  saw  a  rise,  the  only  one  I  had  seen  that  morn¬ 
ing,  within  six  inches  of  the  opposite  bank  and 
under  a  small  bush.  It  was  a  long  cast,  my  fly 
hooked  itself  on  to  a  twig  of  the  bush,  just  above 
the  trout,  and  would  not  come  back.  I  was 
wading,  the  stream  being  about  two  feet  deep  all 
across.  I  came  within  a  yard  or  two  of  the  bush. 
I  could  see  the  gravel  bottom  all  the  way  across. 
I  stepped  unwarily  on  an  innocent-looking  bed 
of  weeds,  and  down  I  sank,  down,  down,  till  I 
feared  I  was  making  a  short  cut  to  the  Anti¬ 
podes.  My  waders  were  soon  waterlogged,  and 
my  legs  fast  in  the  soft  sinking  and  yielding  mud. 
Happily  for  me  the  Major  was  there,  he  rushed 
into  the  water  and  came  to  ray  help.  I  should 
have  found  a  difficulty  in  extracting  myself,  for 
I  could  not  lift  my  legs  at  all.  \Vith  his 
welcome  help  I  struggled  ashore,  and  started  off 
for  home.  The  house  was  quite  near,  if  I 
could  only  get  to  it  by  crossing  another 
branch  of  the  river,  otherwise  I  must 
take  a  long  round.  1  reached  that  river. 
It  was  a  full  strongly-flowing  stream,  and  seemed 
to  me  to  be  about  2|ft.  deep.  1  am  wet,  1  said  to 
myself,  I  cannot  get  much  wetter,  I  will  make 
the  venture.  I  rushed  into  the  strong  current. 
In  the  middle  of  the  river  I  found  the  water  up  to 
my  armpits,  and  flowing  strongly.  Luckily  that 
was  the  deepest  part ;  it  soon  grew  shallower. 
'I’here  must  have  been  many  gallons  of  water  in 
my  boots,  but  there  was  no  mud.  I  scrambled 
over  the  gravel,  and  was  really  thankful  to  find 
myself  on  land.  I  lay  down,  and  turned  a  small 
river  out  of  nny  boots,  ran  off  to  the  farm,  changed 
everything,  had  my  wet  clothes  hung  out  in  the 
hot  sun,  and  within  an  hour,  filled  with  new 
enthusiasm,  I  was  down  at  the  riverside  again, 
fishing  away  more  vigorously  than  ever. 

()ur  brief  holiday  came  too  quickly  to  an  end. 
We  had  good  sport,  though,  for  the  reasons 
given  already,  our  baskets  were  light.  Indeed, 
there  was  a  sort  of  satisfaction,  to  one  of  us  at 
least,  after  having  had  a  pleasant  tussle  with  a 
gamesome  grayling,  and  showing  him  for  once  in 
his  life  the  upper  world  and  the  green  grass,  in 
sending  him  back  rejoicing  to  his  native  element. 
'I’hink  what  a  yarn  he  must  have  to  spin 
to  his  astonished  brethren  about  the  wonders  he 
had  seen  in  a  world  where  there  is  no  water :  he 
will  try  it  again  some  day. 

Last  June  we  had  a  delightful  time  on  this 
water  when  the  ^lay-fly  helped  to  fill  our  baskets. 
Let  us  hope  the  gonial  Doctor  will  be  with  us 
when  the  next  May-fly  time  comes  round. 


Lear  Sir  jest  a  line  to  you  to  let  you  no  that 
the  river  is  haw  rit  wons  mor.” 

Above,  says  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Sussex 
Piscatorial  Society,  “  is  a  copy  of  a  H.C.  received 
by  a  friend  of  mine  from  a  water  bailiff.” 


AX  AUTUMN  REMIXISCEXCE  OF 
THE  HIGHLANDS, 


By  Old  Sam. 


“  Away  to  the  brook, 

All  your  tackle  outlook, 

Here's  a  day  that  is  worth  a  year’s  wishing  : 

See  that  all  things  be  right. 

For  t’ would  be  a  spite. 

To  want  tools  when  a  man’s  goes  a-fishing.” 

Wake  up,  Tom,  wake  up ! 

With  this  exclamation  I  was  startled  out  of  a 
delicious  snooze  early  one  morning  last  autumn  by 
Cousin  Aleck  who,  before  I  had  well  opened  my 
eyes,  fell  to  shaking  me  vigorously  and  to  such 
good  purpose,  that  in  a  very  few  minutes  I  was 
ready  to  go  downstairs  to  breakfast.  My  holi¬ 
days  were  being  spent  on  the  borders  of  the 
Highlands  of  Bonnie  Scotland,  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeenshire.  The  time  had  sped  past  too 
swiftly,  and  now  only  a  day  or  two  of  my  vacation 
remained.  The  evening  before  found  us  two  sit¬ 
ting  together  comfortably  round  the  parlour  fire 
arranging  a  day’s  fishing  which  was  to  lead  us  to 
the  other  side  of  one  of  the  numerous  “  Bens  ” 
dispersed  so  widely  through  mountainous  Scotia. 
We  were  all  the  more  anxious  to  go  on  this 
expedition  for  the  double  reason  that  fly-trouting 
was  fast  drawing  to  a  close,  and  that  we  had 
made  up  our  minds  to  have  before  it  ended  a  take 
that  would  be  our  record  of  the  year  in  size  and 
number  of  trout. 

Breakfast  over,  we  got  out  our  rods  and  satisfied 
ourselves  that  they,  and  our  stock  of  flies  as  well, 
were  in  proper  condition.  “  Clara  est  die,”  quoted 
my  companion  as  we  stepped  out  into  the  crisp, 
morning  air.  A  subtle  fragrance  seemed  borne  on 
the  slight  breeze,  and  the  dew  sparkled  ’neath 
the  rays  of  the  early  sun  in  rainbow-tinted  hues. 
Already  the  woods  and  fields  were  vocal.  Again 
and  again  the  melodious  strains  came  floating 
along,  and  were  echoed  and  re-echoed  as  hundreds 
of  the  feathered  songsters  of  the  grove  took  up 
the  song,  flitting  meanwhile  in  joyous  activity 
from  tree  to  tree.  Presently  we  entered  the 
woods  beyond  the  farm  which  skirted  the  moun¬ 
tain,  at  the  farther  side  of  which  ran  the  moun¬ 
tain  stream  for  which  we  were  bound. 

A  slight  wind  ruffled  the  trees,  and  a  few  of 
the  first  withering  leaves  were  falling.  They 
rustled  crisply  beneath  our  feet  as  we  wended 
along  the  narrow  woodland  path  in  Indian  file. 
Soon  we  were  down  in  a  hollow  between  clumps 
of  ferns  and  raspberry  bushes,  with  huge  rocks 
of  fantastic  shape  towering  above  us.  Here  the 
air  was  fresh,  and  fragrant  with  the  odours 
exhaling  from  the  mosses  which  so  richly  car¬ 
peted  the  ground  under  the  trees  and  beauti¬ 
fied  the  rude  boulders  that  obtruded  on  our 
path,  and  on  which  we  had  to  keep  watchful 
eyes. 

Leaving  this  delightful  dell  behind  us,  we 
essayed  to  climb  a  wooded  knoll — the  ash  stoles 
all  around  us.  Here  and  there  grew  the  silvery- 
barked  birch,  with  its  curious  thick  growths, 
which  in  our  boyhood  days  we  fondly  imagined 
were  birds’  nests,  until  closer  examination  dis¬ 
pelled  the  illusion.  A  hare  left  its  form  in  the 
long  grass  as  we  came  near,  and  darted  away  over 
the  heather  with  long  and  swift  bounds. 

Onward,  still  onward,  and  the  trees  began  to 
grow  fewer ;  the  winter  winds  had  thinned  them 
out.  We  had  left  the  beech,  birch,  and  oak 
behind,  and  only  firs,  with  here  and  there  a 
mountain  ash,  struggled  for  existence  on  the  rocky 
soil.  Finally  these  also  were  left  behind,  and 
now  all  around  were  lichen-covered  rocks,  set  in 
the  straggling  heather  and  uniting  with  it  to 
give  shelter  to  the  hardy  ferns,  which  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  nooks  lent  their  fresh  beauty  to  the  arid 
waste. 

Onward  and  upward  still  we  toiled,  with  scarce 
a  pause  to  rest,  until  we  reached  what  had  seemed 
from  below  to  be  the  summit.  Standing  on  it  we 
saw  that  the  “  topmost  tow’ring  height  ”  lay  still 
farther  along.  Having  “  viewed  the  landscape 
o’er  ”  for  a  little  space  of  time,  we  set  out  to  .scale 
the  real  summit  of  the  mountain.  After  a  half- 
hour’s  toil  up  a  rock-strewn  path  we  reached  the 
small  rounded  platform  which  formed  the  crown 
of  the  lofty  “  Ben.”  From  it  we  saw  the  peaks  of 
the  other  “  Bens  ”  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
A  glorious  landscape  lay  beneath  our  feet  unfold¬ 
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ing  its  beauties  at  every  point.  The  forests 
under  the  gladsome  rays  of  the  early  sun  seemed 
to  rejoice  in  their  many-tinted  autumn  garb.  The 
trees  were  laying  aside  their  summer  dress,  and 
putting  on  the  more  brilliant  colouring  of  the 
later  season.  The  fir  and  the  ash  alone  seemed  to 
retain  their  green  coloured  mantle,  and  stood  out 
in  contrast  to  the  orange  and  russet  shades  of  the 
other  trees.  Over  all  hung  the  slight  haze, 
peculiar  to  the  sunny  days  of  our  “  Indian 
summer.”  The  beauty  and  peacefulness  of  the 
scene  held  us  as  in  a  spell,  which  we  both  seemed 
loth  to  break. 

”  Time  flies,”  remarked  my  companion,  where¬ 
at  we  took  up  our  rods  and  other  chattels,  and 
proceeded  to  descend  the  mountain  path.  We 
made  rapid  progress,  as  the  way  was  compara¬ 
tively  free  from  the  boulders  which  so  bestrewed 
the  other  side  of  the  mountain.  Halfway  down 
we  crossed  a  brawling  stream,  then  a  bog  where 
the  turf  yielded  beneath  our  feet,  covered  with 
tufts  of  the  brown  reedy  cotton  grass  shorn  of 
the  rich  crop  of  summer  wool.  Away  down  below 
we  could  see  a  fox  trotting  along  by  the  side  of 
the  stream  with  something  in  his  mouth,  which 
our  telescope  showed  to  he  a  young  rabbit. 

In  that  hollow  yonder  a  tree  has  fallen,  torn 
up  by  the  tempe.sts.  The  roots  form  a  bank 
about  3ft.  high,  with  quantities  of  turf  clinging 
to  them.  This  forms  a  favourite  nesting  place 
for  the  wren  and  other  small  birds.  That  large 
bunch  of  sticks  high  up  in  the  fir  is  a  sparrow- 
hawk’s  nest.  If  you  come  back  in  the  spring  yon 
will  very  likely  find  him  at  home.  Supposing 
you  were  to  take  a  fancy  for  climbing  after  the 
eggs,  it  would  he  advisable  to  refrain  from  looking 
up  when  climbing  the  tree,  unless  you  want  to  be 
temporarily  blinded.  There  is  always  a  great 
quantity  of  dust  lodging  in  the  bark  of  trees  like 
the  fir,  ready  to  fill  the  eyes  of  the  unwary 
climber. 

The  path  leads  down  by  an  old  quarry,  over¬ 
grown  by  furze  and  bracken.  Last  spring  I 
found  a  pigeon’s  nest  up  in  that  ledge,  which 
seems  to  be  hanging  in  mid  air.  In  the  nest 
were  two  lovely  white  eggs,  tinged  with  the 
faintest  blush  of  pink.  A  little  further  on  we 
came  to  the  stream.  It  was  in  prime  condition 
for  the  fly,  a  slight  breeze  now  and  again  ruffling 
the  surface.  I  commenced  with  a  light  brown 
fly,  and  in  half-an-hour  had  landed  a  half- 
pounder.  Aleck  seemed  to  be  having  good  sport 
too.  But  the  chief  event  came  off  about  eleven 
o’clock.  In  a  deep  and  dark  pool,  surrounded  by 
wild  mountain  scenery,  I  espied  the  form  of  a 
trout  that  made  my  pulse  beat  fast  and  faster. 
Oh,  if  I  could  only  lure  him  from  his  native 
element !  I  was  a  young  piscator,  but  I  put  forth 
my  best  powers  to  catch  that  trout,  and  I  suc¬ 
ceeded.  Fixing  on  a  fresh  fly,  I  crept  on  hands 
and  knees  to  a  convenient  distance  for  casting, 
and  then  with  the  greatest  caution,  I  threw  the 
fly  just  a  foot  before  his  nose.  If  I  missed  the 
first  cast  there  was  little  chance  of  taking  him, 
for  these  old  trout  are  very  wary. 

Hurrah  !  He  has  taken  it,  and  is  off  at  light¬ 
ning  speed,  while  the  line  runs  out  with  a  whirr 
like  the  sound  of  the  wings  of  a  startled  partridge. 
Hither  and  thither,  up  and  down,  he  rushes. 
Next  he  takes  a  magnificent  leap  in  the  air, 
turning  a  somersault,  and  displaying  his  lovely 
speckled  sides. 

“  Hand  him  ticht ;  baud  him  ticht,”  exclaims  a 
voice  behind  me.  A  hurried  glance  shows  the 
owner  of  the  voice  to  be  a  keeper,  greatly  interested 
in  my  efforts  to  “  baud  him  ticht.”  Soon  the 
fish  begins  to  tire,  and  nearer  and  nearer  I  draw 
him,  and  at  last  the  net  is  below  him.  He  makes 
a  last  game  struggle  for  liberty,  but  all  in  vain ; 
he  is  lifted  from  his  watery  home  on  to  the  green 
turf  of  the  burn  side.  Ah !  that  was  indeed  a 
proud  moment  for  me. 

With  varying  sport  the  day  passed  on.  With 
worm  we  caught  a  half  dozen  eels,  but  as  we  were 
not  particularly  fond  of  such  fish  we  returned 
them  to  their  native  stream.  After  lunch  we 
went  for  a  ramble  across  the  moors,  leaving  our 
rods  and  fish  in  a  safe  hiding  place.  All  the 
common  was  purple  with  heath,  blent  with  the 
deep  crimson  of  the  bramble  leaves,  and  the 
tawny  orange  of  the  bracken.  The  finches  were 
swarming  on  the  thistles,  the  ripe  seeds  of  which 
were  a  feast  to  them.  Presfntly  we  crossed  a 
cultivated  patch  of  ground,  where  the  rooks  rose 
lazily  before  us,  and  a  jackdaw  among  them  cried. 
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Jack!  Jack!  The  jackdaw  aptly  proves  the  truth 
of  the  proverb  that  “Birds  of  a  feather  flock 
together.”  as  he  is  often  seen  feeding  with  the 
rooks.  He  is  a  very  useful  bird  where  sheep  are 
pastured,  for  he  performs  a  good  office  in  clearing 
them  of  vermin.  As  we  neared  a  large  wood  a 
fox  ran  out  of  a  dry  ditch,  and  with  a  snarl  at  us 
rushed  off  downhill.  I’p  in  the  Highlands  he 
grows  almost  as  large  as  a  wolf,  and  makes 
great  havoc  amongst  the  poultry  at  the  outlying 
farms.  The  polecat  is  another  great  enemy  of 
poultry  when  he  can  get  at  them,  and  will  also 
catch  flsh  when  he  sees  a  chance. 

A  little  further  up  the  mountain  we  emerged 
on  a  grand  picture  formed  by  a  mountain  torrent 
rushing  with  a  series  of  leaps  down  the  face  of  a 
precipice,  wild  in  the  extreme,  and  overhung  by 
dark  looming  firs.  Here  may  occasionally  be 
seen  the  otter  as  he  starts  on  his  nightly  foray  in 
the  dusky  twilight. 

The  sun  was  slowly  sinking  in  a  blaze  of  golden 
glory  as  we  returned  to  where  we  had  left  our 
rods.  We  determined  to  have  a  final  cast  or  two 
before  returning  home.  The  trout  were  feeding 
greedily  as  we  neared  the  stream,  and  for  half  an 
hour  we  had  rare  sport.  Hardly  had  our  flies 
touched  the  water  when  they  were  snapped  up, 
and  in  the  short  time  mentioned  we  added  a 
dozen  beauties  to  our  already  heavy  baskets.  As 
the  last  rays  of  light  died  out  in  the  west,  we 
turned  reluctantly  from  the  stream,  which  had 
afforded  such  good  si^ort,  and  turned  our  faces 
homewards. 

Our  way  lay  by  an  easier  route  than  that  taken 
in  the  morning.  As  we  stepped  along  in  the 
twilight  the  stars  one  by  one  came  forth.  Jupiter 
and  Mars  seen  through  the  trees  seemed  remark¬ 
ably  bright.  We  could  hear  the  human-like  cry 
of  the  owl,  and  the  distant  murmur  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  stream.  Haturally  our  thoitghts  turned  to 
■'"0  day’s  sport,  and  it  was  with  keenest  satisfac- 
Lio.:  that  we  concluded  we  had  broken  our 
previous  record.  Thus  beguiling  the  way  we 
reached  the  farmhouse  after  an  hour’s  walk.  Here 
a  royal  welcome,  and  a  right  royal  supper 
awaited  the  weary  piscators.  Next  day  1  returned 
to  the  busy  city,  but  among  all  the  memories  I 
carried  with  me  none  were  so  pleasant  as  the 
remembrance  of  that  happy  autumn  flay. 


§cotci)  '^oUs, 

By  Mac. 

Colin  Gunn,  Sutherland,  writes  :  “  'Your  report 
of  the  Brora  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week  is 
misleading  and  not  quite  correct.  It  was  not  the 
Balnacoil  rod  that  had  the  large  takes,  but  Mr. 
Gunnis,  Gordonbush,  on  the  Balnacoil  reach  of 
water.  This  mos'.  successful  angler  has  this  year 
beaten  all  known  records,  as  far  as  numbers  go. 
He  has  yet  to  kill  the  heaviest  fish.  His  best 
take  was  forty-four  salmon  for  six  days  fishing, 
and  his  score  for  the  two  months  now  ended  is 
123  salmon.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  heaviest  fish, 
221b.  (of  the  season),  was  caught  by  Mr.  Hall, 
Sciberscrnss.  whose  term  ended  on  March  31. 
!Mr.  George  Pilkington,  who  rents  the  Balnacoil 
rod  for  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June, 
arrived  at  Brora  on  March  31.  Prom  then  up  to 
date,  he  and  his  son,  Mr.  ]\I.  0.  Pilkington,  stroke 
oar  in  the  Oxford  University  race-boat,  hax'e 
killed  eleven  salmon.  Mr.  M.  C.  Pilkington  had 
six  salmon  in  one  dav.  Mr.  Gunnis,  for  the  week, 
had  twelve  nice  fish.  IVeather  has  not  been 
favourable,  though  there  has  been  more  or  less 
water;  it  was  dirty  from  heather  burning. 
When  a  good  spate  comes  sport  of  a  high 
character  is  expected  on  the  high  reaches.  The 
Duke’s  netsmen  did  not  get  so  many  when 
hauling  this  week,  w'hich  looks  as  if  there  has 
been  no  great  run  of  fish  coming  up  lately.” 

A  COEKESI’ONDICNT  writes  me  from  the  Caithness 
border  that : — “This  last  week  was  not  very  suit¬ 
able  for  fishing,  being  too  bright  most  days  ;  yet 
I  hear  that  the  Forss  did  W'  11,  giving  something 
like  fourteen  fish  to  the  rod  for  the  week.  There 
has  been  a  prand  hatch-off  of  the  salmon  fry  at 
Saudside,  Reay.  and  20  000  Levenensis  fry  are 
meantime  feeding.  Mr  Armistead.  of  the  Solway 
Fishery,  is  sending  to  Sandside  3000  fresh-water 


shrimps,  to  introduce  into  the  fishing  waters  of 
Mr.  Pilkington,  the  proprietor  of  Sandside  estate. 
I  hear  that  Smith,  Forss,  has  secured  the  net- 
fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Forss  river  for  ten 
years.  What  a  pity  it  is  that  Mr.  Arkwright, 
the  sporting  tenant,  did  not  get  it  when  he  was 
willing  to  take  it.  After  May  he  will  have  all 
the  rod-fishing,  and  if  he  had  secured  the  netting 
rights  he  could  have  worked  the  nets  to  suit  the 
river.  But  it  invariably  comes  to  this :  the 
netsman  manages  to  edge  in  and  spoil  the  game. 
Trout  have  been  rising  to  the  natural  fly  very 
well  some  days  lately  on  several  of  the  lochs  here. 
The  Halladale  has  run  down  to  too  low  a  level  for 
angling  owing  to  the  dry  weather  we  have  been 
having.”  _ 

Our  Ross-shire  correspondent  writes: — “Ex¬ 
cellent  fishing  is  still  reported  on  the  Conon, 
whereon,  on  March  28,  Mv.  Macdonald  had  four 
splendid  fish.  Mr.  Banbury  on  three  successive 
days  at  the  beginning  of  this  month  landed 
altogether  nine  fish, of  weights  from  61b.  to  81b.” 


Very  little  has  yet  been  done  in  salmon  angling 
on  the  Loohy,  owing  to  the  weather  having  been 
very  dry,  but,  with  a  change  having  now  come, 
the  prospects  of  sport  in  the  immediate  future 
have  become  greatly  enhanced. 


The  lloss-shire  Journal  states  that  the  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Conon  this  year  has  been  exception¬ 
ally  gratifying,  the  number  of  fish  already  caught 
exceeding  the  number  reported  for  a  similar 
period  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years.  On 
the  Brahan  waters  this  has  been  particularly  so, 
and  higher  up  the  river,  on  the  Fairburn  portion, 
the  success  of  anglers  has  been  equally  encourag¬ 
ing-  _ 

L.vst  w’eek  a  few  salmon — the  first  to  the  rod 
this  year — were  got  on  the  River  Ness  by  two 
anglers — our  correspondent,  Mr.  Donald  Wat.son, 
tackle  maker,  Inglis-street,  being  one  of  these. 
We  congratulate  Mr.  Watson  on  his  success. 
When  Mr.  Watson  scores  it  is  no  fluke.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  skilful  rods  in  the  North  for 
salmon  as  well  as  trout. 


We  hear  from  an  Aberdeen  correspondent: 
“  The  salmon  fishing  here  upon  our  coasts  has 
been  very  meagre  for  the  past  two  or  three  weeks. 
The  quality  has  been  rather  poor,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  places  have  not  had  one-third  of 
the  number  they  had  last  year  at  this  time. 
Within  the  last  fortnight  a  few  very  fine  trout 
have  been  got,  but  the  number  is  far  behind 
what  it  ought  to  be  at  this  season.  No  grilse 
have  made  their  appearance  as  yet.  I  have  heard 
several  reports  of  a  grilse  being  got,  but  I  have 
good  authority  for  stating  that  it  was  not  a  grilse 
nor  anything  like  a  grilse.  Still  I  am  expecting 
that  it  we  had  a  few  mild  showers  it  would  bring 
the  grilse  now  or  soon  after  this.  In  1891  we  had 
the  first  grilse  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  on  April 
14  of  21b.  weight,  and  in  1892  on  April  21  of  3lb. 
weight.  We  have  had  several  large  fish  from  the 
Don  of  20lb.  to  2-516.  last  week,  still  the  average 
weight  is  very  much  under  what  it  ought  to  be 
at  this  time.  This  refers  to  the  fishing  from 
Johnshaven.  south  of  Stonehaven,  to  Nairn  on 
the  Moray  Firth,  and  comprehend  the  fisheries 
of  the  Bervie,  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  Ugie.  Philorth, 
Deveron,  Spey,  Lossie,  Findhorn,  and  Nairn.” 


The  Awe  has  now  begun  to  yield  a  few  salmon 
to  anglers,  and  already  two  or  three  fine  ones 
have  been  got  on  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  section. 


There  has,  as  yet,  no  fish  turned  up  in  the 
districts  of  Poolewe,  '^Gairloch,  Aultbea,  and 
Coigach.  _ 

Some  months  ago,  I  got  from  the  Brora  a  small 
fish  which  T  had  put  into  a  fish  pond,  under  the 
care  of  an  able  pisciculturist,  to  see  what  in  time 
the  beastie  would  develop  into.  He  has  now  got 
for  his  companions  a  few  salmon  fry,  and  the  last 
I  heard  of  him  from  the  pisciculturist  in  question 
was  that  “The  Brora  young  salmon  is  feeding 
well,  but  growing  very  litt  e.  I  have  some  com¬ 
panions  with  him  now,  but  the  ‘  Devil  ’  is  trjing 
1  to  gobble  them  up.  This  makes  me  fear  he  is  a 
trout.” 


The  Marquis  of  Breadabane  consigned  two 
cans  of  Loch  Leven  trout  from  the  Kenraore 
hatchery  to  Mr.  K.  Maisey.  Lochearnhead  Hotel, 
by  whom  they  were  received  in  excellent  condition 
and  turned  into  Loch]Earn. 


There  is  as  yet  no  authenticated  report  of  a 
single  grilse  having  been  got  this  year  in  Scotch 
waters,  although  lots  of  bogus  captures  have  been 
reported.  Some  anglers  mistake  a  sea-trout  or  a 
kelt-mended  grilse  for  a  fresh-run  grilse,  and 
others  in  their  haste  to  be  reported  the  captor  of 
the  first  grilse  of  the  season  willinghj  make  the 
mistake. 


Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water,  arising 
from  the  extreme  drought,  the  kelts,  although 
now  quite  ready  to  descend,  have  not,  in  many 
rivers,  been  dropping  back  in  great  shoals  as  yet. 

Finnock:  fishing  in  Scotch  waters,  for  which 
April  is  usually  the  best  month  of  the  early 
season,  has  not  been  doing  very  well  of  late  for 
the  same  reasons  as  have  prevented  the  kelts 
shoaling  and  the  yellow  trout  from  coming  up 
in  the  early  rivers  as  keen  as  they  should  do 
now. 


All  the  better  developed  parr  are  now  taking 
on  the  marine  or  smolt  dress,  and  have  (as  the 
latter)  begun  to  descend  the  rivers  ;  but  they, 
too,  will  not  clear  out  so  quickly  as  they  might 
until  we  have  fresh  rain,  wnich  is  the  first  thing 
that  will  bring  about  a  real  revolution  in  matters 
all  round — improve  salmon  angling  and  netting 
— better  angling  for  salmon,  send  dow^  the 
smolts,  put  out  the  kelts,  bring  up  the  grilse, 
improve  the  finnock  fishing,  and  cause  the  yellow 
trout  to  feed  on  the  fly  greedily  as  they  should 
now. 


I  AM  sure  it  will  be  of  interest  to  many,  not 
only  north  country  anglers,  but  anglers  at  a 
distance,  to  learn  that  the  extensive  and  naturally 
splendid  angling  reaches  of  the  Rivers  Deveron 
and  Bogie,  at  Huntlj-  (which  are  amongst  the  most 
celebrated  in  Scotland  for  early  rising  large  trout), 
whereon  fishing  for  salmon  and  trout  can  be  had 
free  of  charge  through  the  courteous  generosity  of 
the  proprietor.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon,  are  now  to  be  efficiently  watched 
and  protected  from  poachers.  By  reason  of  its 
amenities  and  beautiful  scenery,  together  with 
the  inducements  it  offers  to  patrons  of  the  angle, 
Huntly  is  annually  becoming  more  popular  as 
a  holiday  and  tourist  resort,  and  the  steps  now 
taken  should  go  to  make  it  still  more  desirable  as  a 
resort  in  the  spi-ing,  summer,  and  autumn  months, 
for  those  who  when  holidaying  wish  to  obtain 
good  river  fishing  conveniently  and  free  of  charge. 
The  enterprising  proprietor  of  the  Gordon  Arms, 
Huntly.  is  enlarging  and  improving  his  house  with 
a  view  to  being  able  to  provide  increased  comfort 
and  accommodation  for  tourist  anglers,  which  in 
greatly  increased  numbers  he  expects  will  hence¬ 
forth  be  patronising  the  Bogie  and  Deveron  free 
fishings,  which  presently  are  the  most  extensive, 
and  perhaps  before  long  will  be  the  best  of  the 
kind  in  Scotland.  _ 

Mr.  Macdonald,  of  the  Grant  Arms-  Hotel, 
Grantown-on-Spey,  writes: — “The  weather  for 
the  pa-t  week,  from  an  angler’s  point  of  view, 
was  bad  ;  consequently,  on  the  hotel  water,  as  on 
other  reaches  of  the  Spey,  sport  was  poor.  Daily 
we  had  blazing  sunshine  that  would  do  credit  to 
the  tropics,  with  considerable  frost  during  the 
night.  Last  week  kelts  were  rising  with  keen¬ 
ness,  when  Mr.  Pilkington,  not  to  his  satisfaction, 
had  four  or  five  daily.  But  he  was  rewarded  with 
his  first  clean  fish,  a  nice  one  of  121b.  During 
this  week  he  has  had  two,  8|lb.  and  12lb.  To-day 
Mr.  Stevens  had  a  capital  Spey  trout  of  41b.  in 
fine  condition.  At  last  the  weather  has  changed 
— thunder  and  rain  having  broken  out — hence  we 
anticipate  better  sport  this  week  and  next.” 

Mr.  Harder  writes  from  the  Thurso  : — “  Man, 
Colin,  I  hardly  kend  ye.  When  you  and  me  were 
“  callants  ”  playing  and  fishing  and  bathing  in  the 

B - river,  ye  aye  liked  to  crack  a  bit  joke  at 

^omebildy’s  expense.  I  see  a  mischievous  twinkle 
of  the  auld  humour  in  your  e'e  yet  But  man,  ye 
are  changed  greatly  in  other  respects.  I  am  real 
glad  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Gunn  is  thriving  and  week 
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The  skin  of  the  beasLie  would  reach  round  her 
and  a  bittie  more,  bub  I’m  sorry  it  is  already  dis¬ 
posed  of.  Now,  Colin,  you  needna  doubt  the  size 
or  the  weight  of  the  otter ;  I  assure  you  it  was 
fairly  weighed  and  measured,  not  by  me,  but  by 
others,  and  in  my  presence  and  that  of  several 
gentlemen.  .  .  .  We  had  heavy  rain  and  a 
good  deal  of  lightning  on  Thursday  night.  The 
river  rose  several  inches,  but  not  enough  to  bring 
many  fresh  fish  from  the  sea.  The  kelts  soon 
took  advantage  of  it ;  they  could  be  seen  in 
hundreds  going  down  over  the  shallows  from  mid¬ 
day  on  Friday  till  late  on  Saturday  night,  when 
the  river  fell  too  low  even  for  these  to  go  down. 
A  good  big  spate  is  very  much  needed.  There 
are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  bay  now.  I  noticed  a 
strange  phenomenon  on  Friday  here.  The  rain  on 
Thursday  night  was  of  a  pale  bluish  colour,  and 
the  water  was  bitter  to  taste.  Since  then  salmon 
will  scarcely  look  at  the  fiy  ;  only  one  fish  killed 
in  two  days.  No  doubt  the  air  being  heavily 
charged  with  electricity  caused  the  lightning  and 
the  blue  rain.  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  if  any 
other  one  noticed  this  in  other  districts  where 
rain  fell  on  that  day.  The  barometer  was  rising 
all  the  time  the  rain  was  falling.  The  weather 

quite  like  summer.  The  temperature  is  58  deg. 
Fahr.  in  the  shade.  Trout  fishers  are  having 
capital  sport.”  _ 

Our  Inverness-shire  correspondent  writes: — 
“  What  a  cry  for  rain — every  river  and  stream  in 
the  district  is  nearly  dr}^  I  have  always  noticed 
that  angling  on  Loch  Ness  and  Loch  Oich  falls  off 
during  protracted  drought.  Loch  Oich  is  still  far 
behind  previous  years,  and  there  is  just  an  occa¬ 
sional  fish  got  on  Loch  Ness.  On  Saturday  Mrs. 
Uavis  had  a  nine-pounder,  and  yesterday,  Monday, 
Mr.  Chisholm  landed  a  twenty-pounder.  A  number 
of  fish  are  seen  daily  at  the  mouth  of  the  Moriston. 
Can  it  be  that  they  are  waiting  for  a  flood  to  let 
them  up  the  river  p  If  so,  there  may  be  good 
sport  got  on  it  this  season.” 


G.  M.  M.,  Ueeside,  writes  : — “No  grilse  yet.  A 
fresh  run  of  salmon,  averaging  about  91b.,  came 
during  the  weekly  slap  on  Sunday  last.  Mr. 
Lamond  had  one  and  Mr.  Drummond  two  with 
sea-lice  adhering.  The  smallest  summer  double 
hooks  have  been  the  thking  lures  during  the  day. 
The  minnower  is  fairly  out  of  it.  It  is  not  so 
much  the  scarcity  of  fish  in  the  pools  as  the  pro¬ 
tracted  spell  of  adverse  angling  conditions  ihac 
has  caused  the  present  collapse.  Unless  a 
thorough  charge  from  the  hard  glaring  sunshine 
by  day  and  the  hard  frosts  over  night  comes  soon 
the  season  will  be  a  dead  failure  on  many  of  the 
best  sections.  There  has  been  a  scarcity  of  fish 
oil  the  coast  for  weeks  back,  and  this  reached  ihe 
climax  on  W’ednesday  last,  when  salmon  were 
selling  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  wholesale  in  the  Aberdeen 
fish  market,  and  at  3s.  in  the  city.  The  anglers 
on  the  Glen  Tana  waters  are  awfully  disgusted 
with  the  meagre  sport.  Naturally  enough  from 
the  princely  price  asked,  and  given,  for  these 
waters,  they  expected  to  get  their  hearts’  content 
of  hauling  out  fish.  Twenty  and  thirty  a  day 
were  confidently  reckoned  on.  But  they  have  had 
to  be  content  with  two  and  sometimes  three  off 
the  whole  section.  One  of  Mr.  Barry’s  party  left 
the  other  day  with  feelings  better  imagined  than 
described.  Mr.  Davidson,  who  has  the  north 
lower  beat  of  the  Glen  Tana  section,  landed  two 
fish  the  first  day  out.  He  made  a  present  of  one 
to  his  gillie  and  took  the  other  home.  Gillies 
seldom  fare  so  well.  The  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board’s  returns  for  March  for  sales  of  salmon  are 
£15  back  from  last  year’s  in  the  same  month.  Yet 
prices  have  ruled  from  fid.  to  Is.  higher  per 
pound.  Fair  baskets  of  whitling  are  being  made 
on  the  Heathcot  waters.  With  moist  weather 
grand  fishing  may  confidently  be  anticipated. 
8ir  Algernon  Borthwick  and  his  son  finished 
their  Faster  holiday  the  other  day.  Their  total 
basket  has  only  been  half  last  year’s.” 


A  Gueious  Halibut. — A  strange  halibut  was 
lauded  at  Bucky,  Banffshire  last  week.  Its  light 
and  dark  sides  were  just  on  the  reverse  side 
from  the  rest  of  its  species.  When  lying  with 
the  white  side  up,  the  stomach  was  on  the  left 
instead  of  the  right  side.  It  was  a  large  fish 
weighing  over  ^cwt.  It  was  caught  forty-two 
miles  off  the  coast. 


incites  antr  Queries 


Mr.  William  Black,  Mr.  John  G.  Morten,  and 
Mr.  Colin  Hunter,  who  are  fishing  on  the  Oykel, 
are  having  a  very  rusty  time  of  it.  Here  is 
Mr.  Morten’s  laconic  report :  “  No  river ;  no 
fishing ;  frosty  nights ;  cloudless,  windless  days.” 
And  yet  on  his  first  day  he  killed  three  fish, 
9Jlb.,  101b.,  and  161b. _ 


Some  Good  Flies. — Miss  Constance  A.  Watts, 
of  Temple  Lodge,  Hermitage,  near  Newbury, 
sends  us  half  a  dozen  sample  flies  of  her  tying. 
She  makes  an  excellent  fly,  and  her  prices  are 
Is.  fid.  a  dozen  for  hackle  flies  on  gut,  and  2s.  per 
dozen  winged.  She  informs  us  she  uses  natural 
hackles,  and  has  some  very  good  honey  duns,  and 
that  she  dresses  flies  to  customers’  own  patterns. 


A  Monster  Halibut  Strangely  Captured. — 
On  Thursday,  last  week,  two  boys  at  Stromness, 
Orkney,  were  engaged  in  hauling  lobster  creels 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  pier,  when  they 
observed  a  fish  of  the  halibut  species  on  the 
sands  apparently  partially  stranded.  Procuring 
a  kind  of  harpoon  to  which  a  line  was  attached, 
and  carefully  stalking  the  fish,  they  managed  to 
plant  it  in  the  back  of  the  halibut  and  soon  dis¬ 
patched  it.  It  was  with  difficulty  got  into  the 
boat  and  landed  at  the  pier,  when  it  was  pro¬ 
nounced  a  fine  specimen  of  halibut  in  prime 
condition.  The  huge  fish  measured  fift.  lOin.,  and 
weighed  2451b.  It  was  carefully  dispatched  to 
the  southern  market,  and  has  proved  a  valuable 
and  welcome  prize  to  the  lucky  captors. 


At  the  recent  very  su'  cessful  annual  dinner  of 
the  Sussex  Piscatorial,  the  hon.  sec.  announced 
that  the  society  had  in  view  the  acquisition  of 
some  very  fair  trout  fishing,  and  we  hear  that 
this  has  since  been  secured.  We  do  not  know  any 
anglers  who  ought  to  be  more  satisfied  with  their 
lot  than  our  friends  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Society'.  Their  headquarters  are  at  that  fas¬ 
cinating  West-end  of  London-on- Sea,  Brighton, 
they  have  excellent  general  fishing,  both  fresh 
and  salt,  and  now  “some  very  fair  trout 
fishing”  is  included  in  their  bill  of  fare.  No 
wondu-  Mr.  Reason  “evoked  applause  by  declar¬ 
ing  that  all  anglers  could,  by  virtue  of  their 
being  anglers,  look  forward  to  a  happy  old 
age.”  _ 


A  Riparian  Owner  on  Anglers.  —  At  the 
dinner  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  ju.st 
referred  to,  the  toast  of  “Our  Riparian  Owners” 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  Reason.  In  doing  so, 
be  acknowledged  their  kindness  in  the  heartiest 
manner,  and  gave  an  assurance  that  their 
wa'eri  would  never  suffer  from  he  conces¬ 
sions  that  were  granted  to  the  society,  for  their 
rules  were  of  the  most  stringent  character,  and 
their  aim  was  to  elevate  the  tone  of  sport,  which 
they  approached  in  a  thoroughly  chivalrous  spirit. 
A  humorous  reply  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Oatt, 
who  said  that  the  visits  of  the  members  of  the 
society,  who  conducted  their  operations  in  a 
sportsmanlike  manner,  were  far  more  welcome 
than  those  of  the  promiscuous  angler  who  broke 
down  the  hedges  and  left  their  orange  peel  and 
bottles  behind  them. 


Stocking  the  Thames  with  Fish. — A  most 
important  and  valuable  addition  has  been  made 
to  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  Reading  district  by  the 
local  Angling  Preservation  Association.  On 
Saturday  and  Monday  last,  Hy.  Holdway  (one  of 
the  bailiffs),  with  assistance,  netted  some  private 
water  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  (leave 
having  been  kindly  given),  and  the  result  was  that 
about  12,000  good  stock  fish,  and  many  thousands 
of  younger  specimens,  were  placed  in  suitable  por¬ 
tions  of  the  water.  Quite  three  thousand  splendid 
stock  perch,  running  from  ^Ib.  to  .Jib.  in  weight, 
and  about  an  equal  number  of  roach  from  fiin. 
upwards,  were  among  the  take,  the  rest  being 
mainly  composed  of  chub  and  dace.  Under  Hold- 
way’s  skilful  care  scarcely  a  fish  was  lost,  either 
in  capture  or  transportation  to  their  new  home. 
London  anglers  will  see  that  the  £5  5s.  they 
recently  voted  to  the  Reading  Association  is  being 
well  spent. 


Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson  writing  from  Derby  on  ; 
April  8,  1893,  say's,  “  Have  you  had  any  sport  this  I 
Easter  ?  Derbyshire  is  no  use  j'et.  Rivers  all  | 

dead  low.  I  tried  the  Wye  on  Wednesday,  but  ' 

did  no  good.  Those  devils  at  Bakewell  were  just 
caught  in  the  nick  of  time ;  they  don’t  appear  to 
have  done  much  harm,  thank  goodness.  The 
magistrates  gave  them  a  month  apiece  on  Friday. 
Ought  to  have  had  three.  We  are  going  to  turn  • 
about  50  or  fiO  brace  of  our  four-year-olds  into  our  | 
Cromford  length  on  Saturday  next.  I  looked 
them  over  a  few  days  since;  they  are  a  nice  lot, 
many  of  them  over  a  pound  each.  I  think  it 
rather  a  good  idea  to  turn  in  a  few  brace  of  good 
takeable  fish  in  places  where  they  are  easy  to  , 
catch,  and  which,  under  ordinary  conditions  get 
fished  out.  Everybody  fishes  easy  places,  and  ^ 
two-year-olds  get  hooked  and  turned  back  until 
they  get  tired  of  it  and  bolt  off.  We  had  one 
place  last  year  which  swarmed  with  two-year- 
olds  ;  everybody  who  saw  them  rising  went  for 
them,  and,  although  I  believe  they  honestly' 
returned  them,  by  the  end  of  the  season  they  had 
migrated  from  those  parts — the  constant  hooking 
became  monotonous.”  There  is  no  doubt,  as  'j 
Mr.  Hodson  says,  this  constant  hooking  and 
returning  of  fish  makes  them  dreadfully  shy,  and 
we  believe  some  give  over  rising  at  all.  ■  ^ 


The  Tm’eed  Stocked  myth  its  own  Salmon  Fry.  { 
— What  the  outcome  of  this  experiment  will 
be  is  hard  to  say,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  ‘ 
much  good  will  in  the  long  run  be  attendant  on 
the  practical  and  satisfactory  work  of  salmon 
cultivation  so  lately  carried  out.  In  the  month 
of  January  last,  during  three  successive  days,  the 
waters  at  the  junction  of  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  ^ 
at  Kelso  were,  by  the  consent  of  the  River  Tweed 
Commissioners,  netted  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing  salmon  for  South  Africa  and  New  Zealand.  ' 
The  operations,  which  were  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Donaldson,  Melrose,  superintendent  of  the  'Tweed 
Commissioners’ water  bailiffs,  as-iisted  by  his  staff 
and  several  local  fishermen  and  others  interested, 
were  of  a  highly  successful  character,  and  the 
results  of  a  most  satisfactory  nature. 

The  amount  of  ova  got  during  the  three 
days’  operations  was  computed  at  550,000,  all  in  ' 
capital  condition.  The  produce  so  obtained  was’  * 
despatched  daily  to  the  Solway  and  Howietoun 
hatcheries,  there  to  be  prepared  and  packed  for 
export,  the  bulk  of  it  being  intended  for  South 
Africa,  to  the  order  of  the  Natal  Government, 
and  for  New  Zealand.  The  operations  at  these  ) 
places  were  so  successful  that,  after  satisfying  all  i 
the  export  orders,  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  j 
ova  remained  on  hand,  and  this  it  was  decided  to 
estore  to  the  'Tweed,  whence  they  had  been  } 
obtained.  The  surplus,  which  had  been  retained 
at  Howietoun  until  they  reached  the  “  eyed”  state, 
were  despatched  to  Kelso  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  ! 
inst.,  and  arrived  in  due  course  the  same  day. 
Previous  to  its  arrival  a  suitable  “  redd  ”  had 
been  made  to  receive  it,  and  on  this  bed  Superin- 
tendent  Donaldson  and  his  assistants  had  the  ova 
sown.  Altogether  there  would  be  atiout  100,000 
eggs,  and  of  this  large  number  not  one  appeared 
to  be  dead  or  unfertile.  The  operation  of  unpack¬ 
ing  was  accomplished  most  sucessfully,  scarcely 
an  egg  being  destroyed  in  so  doing.  It  was 
calculated  that  the  hatch-out  would  begin  tbe  next 
day,  the  6th,  and  on  the  “  redd  ”  (which  had  been 
made  in  one  of  the  streamlets  running  through 
the  Anna  at  the  juncture  of  the  Tweed  and  < 
Teviot)  being  examined,  it  was  found  that  the 
hatching  out  process  was  in  full  progress,  • 
thousands  of  the  tiny  creatures  being  visible, 
wriggling  and  swimming  about  amongst  the 
gravel  and  small  stones,  while  not  a  dead  egg 
was  to  be  seen.  Since  then  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  ova  has  fertilised,  and  alevins,  having  now 
become  fry,  are  rapidiy  finding  their  way  into  the 
main  river.  Some  of  the  more  enthusiastic  fish 
culturists  in  Kelso  obtained  a  small  quantity  of  R 
the“  eyed”ovafor  scientific  purposes,  andhatched 
them  out  in  private,  the  operations  being  also 
successful;  the  fry  in  the  possession  of  these  < 

individuals  being  kept  in  constantly  running  ^ 

water.  It  is  intended  by  these  individuals  to  ' 
mark  the  progress  of  the  young  fish  from  time  to 
time,  and  then  test  the  cultivation  of  salmon  in 
captivity.  ^ 
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By  Major  Turle, 


This  year  the  great  spriag  holiday  almost 
heralds  in,  what  I  will  venture  to  say  is,  to  many 
in  these  parts,  one  of  the  most  important  events 
of  the  year,  the  commencement  ot'trout  fishing. 
The  innocent  fish  that  for  the  last  few  months 
have  been  living  in  peace  and  plenty,  already 
scent  danger  in  the  air,  and  are  on  their 
mettle  to  try  the  angler’s  skill  to  the  utmost. 
Like  the  rest  of  nature  they  have  cast  off  the 
spell  of  lethargic  King  Winter,  and  are  very 
wide  awake  again.  During  the  last  two  years 
little  had  been  done  for  Bransbury  Common, 
beyond  cutting  weeds  and  keeping  the  jack 
down,  but  this  year  much  care  has  been  bestowed 
upon  it  in  the  way  of  alterations  and  improve¬ 
ments. 

The  banks  along  the  Him  carrier,  an  excellent 
piece  of  water,  but  somewhat  difficult  to  fish  on 
account  of  its  being  slow  running,  have  been 
thoroughly  and  carefully  repaired.  The  many 
blows,  caused  by  the  cattle  struggling  to  climb 
from  the  water  on  to  the  bank,  in  their  never 
ceasing  search  after  fresh  pasture,  have  been 
filled  up  with  sedge  mats,  growing  close  at 
hand.  Chalk  of  course  would  have  been  a  better 
material  to  employ,  but  the  nearest  pit  is  at  least 
a  mile  ofl^,  whilst  cartage  is  bad  and  expensive. 
The  banks  down  the  main  river  have  also  been 
treated  in  the  same  way,  and  tons  of  mud  have 
been  taken  out  in  scoops,  and  put  on  the  land. 

This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  if  every  riparian 
owner  would  do  likewise,  instead  of  sending  the 
unwelcome  black  mass  on  to  his  next  fishing 
neighbour  down  stream,  there  would  be  con¬ 
siderably  less  bitterness  and  heart  burning  in 
angling  circles.  Unfortunately  there  is  a  very 
lazy  method  in  vogue  just  now  which  I  would 
gladlv  see  done  away  with,  called  “river  drag¬ 
ging.”  It  is  generally  pursued  in  autumn,  after 
the  harvest  is  over,  and  consists  of  attaching  four 
horses  to  a  mud  plough,  and  dragging  it  up  and 
down  the  river,  until  every  weed,  and  most  of 
the  mud  goes  rolling  onwards,  leaving  the  river 
bottom  as  bare  and  clear  as  a  billiard  table.  It  is 
a  silly,  detestable,  and  short-sighted  pian,  as  it 
ruins  the  fishing  altogether  for  the  time  being, 
seeing  it  takes  quite  two  years  for  the  weed  to 
grow  again,  and  the  fish  will  not  stay  in  water 
without  any  cover.  The  larvm  also  is  moved  on 
or  destroyed  outright,  and  the  effect  of  these 
draggings  in  the  case  of  May-fly  is  most  fatal. 

A  lamentable  instance  of  the  utter  devastation 
caused  by  this  pernicious  practice,  has  just 
occurred  on  the  best  part  of  the  Wherwell  Priory 
water,  where  a  mile  of  fishing  has  been  reduced 
to  desolation.  Last  year  it  harboured  a  heavy 
stock  of  trout;  this  year  very  few  are  to  be  seen, 
and  there  is  no  chance  of  their  escaping  detection, 
for  the  Desert  of  Sahara  is  not  more  destitute  of 
vegetation  than  the  bed  of  this  pnrt  of  the  river. 
The  lessee  is  in  desf'air  at  the  wholesale  destruc¬ 
tion  of  his  choicest  fishing,  and  at  his  wits’  end  to 
know  how  best  to  remedy  the  mischief.  I  proposed 
he  should  try  an  experiment  I  made  myself  some 
years  ago,  which  was  to  drive  in  numerous  piles, 
leaving  them  about  a  foot  above  water,  in  order 
to  catch  any  floating  weed,  and  so  form  an 
artificial  covering  for  the  fish,  who,  if  any 
encouragement  is  given  them,  will  be  sure  soon 
to  work  up  stream  again. 

When  I  expressed  my  astonishment  at  his 
permitting  his  property  to  be  so  injured,  he 
said  it  was  done  entirely  without  his  know¬ 
ledge.  It  appears  some  of  the  tenants  on  the 
estate  had  been  complaining  of  the  want  of 
water  for  irrigation,  mill  wheels,  &c.,  and  these 
drastic  measures  had  been  resorted  to  in  order 
to  satisfy  their  demands.  It  was  an  unwarrant¬ 
able  thing  to  do  I  must  say,  and  I  could  not 
help  thinking  that  by  the  exercise  of  a  little 
Christian  charity  matters  might  have  been 
settled  all  round,  without  making  a  victim  of 
my  friend. 

But  the  Priory  Estate  have  been  doing  things 
in  rather  a  high  handed  way  lately.  I  found  to 
my  surprise  the  other  day  they  had  been  mending 
Dodmore  blows  on  Bransbury  side  of  the  river, 
without  so  much  as  asking  the  riparian  owners 
whether  they  were  agreeable  to  this  or  no ;  and 


the  matter  is  rather  complex,  for  Dodmore 
blows— -though  ugly  gaps  in  the  banks  to  look  at, 
and  still  more  objectionable  to  flounder  in — 
served  a  very  important  function,  as  in  case  of 
the  hatches  being  all  shut,  which  is  sometimes 
done  in  seasons  of  drought,  these  blows  formed 
the  principal  source  from  which  the  old  river 
(the  Test  proper)  drew  its  supply  of  water. 
Therefore  to  do  away  with  the  blows  is  a  serious 
matter,  as  with  blows  stopped  and  hatches  down 
the  old  river  must  infallibly  run  nearly  dry,  a 
prospect  no  riparian  owner  could  be  expected  to 
contemplate  with  indifference. 

Naturally  then,  they  objected  in  a  body  at  this 
interference  with  their  property,  but  at  length 
agreed  to  take  no  action  in  the  matter,  as  long  as 
one  hatch  was  always  left  open.  But  should  this 
condition  ever  be  violated,  they  have  announced 
their  determination  to  assert  their  rights  to  keep¬ 
ing  the  old  river  supplied  with  its  fair  share  of 
water.  However,  we  sincerely  trust  no  such 
occasion  will  ever  arise,  for  the  Priory  Estate 
owns  one  side  of  the  river  all  the  way  down,  and 
it  is  hardly  possible  they  would  pursue  a  policy  at 
once  foolish  and  suicidal.  So  we  may  reason- 
ably  hope  that  peace  and  quietness  will  continue 
to  reign  amongst  us  for  many  a  day  to  come. 
The  rivers,  too,  are  so  very  full  just  now,  in 
consequence  of  the  high  springs,  that  there  is 
likely  to  be  water  enough  for  some  time  to  come 
in  all  the  streams  to  satisfy  even  the  most 
exacting. 

As  for  the  small  river  as  we  call  it  (the  Bulling- 
ton  stream),  it  is  bank  high,  and  requires  wading 
trousers  for  fishing  it,  stockings  are  not  a  bit  of 
use.  Somehow  or  other  a  number  of  jack  have 
found  their  way  into  it,  not  large  ones,  for  their 
top  weight  is  not  more  than  31b.,  but  the  bother 
is  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  them  out  till 
the  water  goes  down.  Twice  lately  when  wiring 
these  vermin,  my  keeper  noticed  what  seemed  to 
both  of  us  rather  a  curious  circumstance.  He 
always  likes  to  know  what  these  voracious 
creatures  have  been  living  upon,  and  generally 
makes  them  disgorge  their  food,  principally  to  see 
what  mischief  they  have  been  up  to,  and  each  of 
these  jack  had  a  small  fish  of  their  own  species  in 
their  gullets,  not  that  this  was  by  any  means  an 
unusual  circumstance,  only  in  these  cases  their 
prey  had  been  swallowed  tail  instead  of  head 
foremost.  This  fact  I  can  vouch  for,  as  I  saw 
the  young  ones  taken  out  of  the  mouths  of  their 
cannabalistic  seniors.  I  am  not  so  well  up  in  the 
ways  of  jack  as  in  those  of  trout,  but  1  certainly 
was  always  under  the  impression  that  the  former 
swallowed  their  victims  head  foremost. 

On  taking  a  survey  of  the  waters  the  other  day, 
I  found  as  usual,  that  the  Bullington  fish  carried 
the  palm,  being  the  very  pink  of  perfection  and 
earlier  in  season  than  those  in  the  large  river.  I 
have  often  been  puzzled  to  know  why  this  should 
be,  as  there  is  no  appreciable  difference  between 
the  two  streams. 

Prom  the  beginning  of  March  up  to  about  the 
20th,  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  fly  on  daily  ; 
it  was  a  large  dark  olive,  which  the  fish  took  very 
well,  but  about  that  date  a  severe  white  frost  set 
in,  which  .still  conti'  ues,  and  there  is  now  a  total 
absence  of  any  kind  of  fly  whatever.  Fishing, 
virtually  began  on  the  25th,  but  I  have  only 
heard  of  two  rods  being  out  on  that  day.  One 
came  down  from  town,  killed  three  fish,  and  went 
back  by  the  four  o’clock  train.  The  other,  a  local 
angler, only  captured  one,  weighing  about  one  and 
a  half  pounds,  and  then  disgusted  at  finding  his 
further  efforts  hopeless,  turned  his  attention  to 
the  jack,  of  which  he  killed  five,  the  weight  of  the 
largest  being  about  four  pounds. 

Easter  coming  so  early  this  year,  tempted  many 
Test  anglers  to  put  off  trying  their  luck  until  the 
holidays.  Last  Thursday  I  had  to  go  to  town  for 
the  day,  and  on  my  journey  homewards,  recog¬ 
nised  at  Whitchurch  station  several  familiar 
figures  well  known  in  the  fishing  world.  As  a 
local  resident,  I  was  soon  assailed  by  eager 
questioners,  anxious  to  know  what  chance  there 
was  for  sport,  and  I  felt  myself  quite  a  kill  joy, 
when  I  saw  how  their  faces  lengthened  at  my  not 
over  cheerful  report  of  the  lack  of  fly  on  the 
river. 

Things,  however,  mended  a  little  next  morning, 
when,  on  looking  out  of  my  bedroom  window,  I 
was  rejoiced  to  find  that  our  great  gilt  fish 
weather  vane,  a  recent  gift  from  an  old  friend  and 
excellent  fisherman,  pointing  steadily  south-west. 


“  Here’s  real  fishing  weather  and  no  mistake,” 
I  thought.  But  my  sanguine  hopes  were  doomed 
to  disappointment,  f  ir  even  the  wind  that  blows 
the  bait  into  the  fish’s  mouth,  according  to  the 
old  nursery  rhyme,  failed  to  bring  up  the  fly, 
which  remained  conspicuous  by  its  absence  all 
day,  and  I  only  heard  of  two  brace  of  fish  having 
been  killed.  Although  the  wind  went  back  into 
the  old  quarter  on  Saturday,  it  did  not  entirely 
prevent  sport,  and  one  angler  caught  three 
capital  fish,  which  he  and  a  friend  found  first-rate 
eating  at  breakfast  next  morning. 

Very  few  of  the  members  of  the  Chilbolton 
Club  have  yet  put  in  an  appearance,  owing  to 
various  causes,  weather  being  no  doubt  the  prin¬ 
cipal  one.  Two  of  the  most  prominent  are,  I 
believe,  salmon  fishing  in  Scotland,  but  I  have 
not  heard  what  sport  they  are  enjoying.  Some 
efforts  are  being  made  to  patch  up  the  disputes 
concerning  Chilbolton  water,  but  only  half¬ 
hearted  ones,  as  the  compact  is  being  made 
between  a  favoured  few,  to  the  exclusion  of  others 
who  have  an  equal  right  to  consideration.  There¬ 
fore,  I  feel  that  it  will  not  do  much  towards  re¬ 
storing  peace  and  goodwill  in  our  small  commu¬ 
nity.  This  water  is  decidedly  improving,  the 
stock  of  fish  is  good,  and  has  been  w'ell  looked 
after  all  winter  by  a  keeper. 

Leckford  water  has  again  changed  hands, 
and  is  now  rented  by  a  member  of  the  late 
Houghton  Club,  who  hopes  to  do  great  things  with 
it,  in  order  to  put  it  on  a  par  w'ith  other  parts  of 
the  Test.  It  has  certainly,  for  some  years  past, 
had  a  very  unenviable  notoriety,  but,  according 
to  my  private  judgment,  it  never  has  really  had 
a  fair  chance.  It  will  have  one  now  thoujth,  for 
the  owner  is  determined  to  do  his  best,  and  has 
obtained  the  able  assistance  of  his  old  friend. 
South  West;  if  anything  can  be  done  for  the  river, 
no  doubt  they  will  find  it  out.  I  am  sure  I  wish 
them  every  success  in  their  undertaking.  The 
water  ought  to  hold  fish,  it  is  a  little  deep  in 
parts  perhaps,  but  there  are  some  very  nice 
shallows  on  it.  Five  hundred  two-year-old  fish 
are  about  to  be  turned  in,  therefore  we  may 
hope  to  see  a  great  difference  in  it  this  time 
next  year.  Pessimists  hereabouts  prophesy  that 
the  fish  will  not  stay  there,  and  are  sure  to  work 
their  way  up  to  Chilbolton.  I  rather  wish  some¬ 
one  would  make  the  experiment  of  marking  a  few 
of  them  in  order  to  see  if  this  sta:e  of  things  will 
actually  come  to  pass. 

The  prospects  of  the  season  are  decidedly 
good.  Knowing  ones  say  that  the  springs  are 
likely  to  keep  up  for  a  considerable  time.  I  have 
never  known  them  higher.  One  traversing  the 
road  at  the  bottom  of  my  garden  shows  consider¬ 
able  indications  of  establishing  a  small  trout 
stream  there  on  its  own  account.  Such  an  event 
really  did  occur  many  years  ago,  when,  so  the 
story  goes,  an  old  Newtonian  caught  a  101b. 
jack  in  an  orchard  not  a  hundred  yards  off.  A 
relation  of  mine,  who  prides  himself  in  being  well 
versed  in  nature’s  calendar,  assures  me  we  shall 
have  good  evening  fishing  this  summer.  I  hope 
with  all  my  heart  his  prognostics  will  be  verified, 
for  last  year  the  oveiiiiig  fishing  was  an  utter 
failure.  There  was  hardly  a  single  evening  on 
which  the  fish  took.  Spring  came  to  us  late  in 
1892,  whilst  this  year  every  thing  is  very  forward, 
most  of  the  migratory  birds  having  already 
arrived.  The  cuckoo  was  heard  ten  days  ago, 
swallows  are  numerous,  and  warblers  dropping 
in  daily.  ^ 

For  years  past  a  pair  of  grey  water- wagtails 
have  nested  on  the  roof  of  our  coach  house. 
Whether  the  same  pair  or  a  t-uccessioii  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  we  have  no  means  of  finding 
out,  but  we  like  to  imagine  they  are  the  self 
same  birds,  and  look  out  for  them  regularly  as 
the  spring  comes  round.  Last  season  they  arrived 
so  late  we  began  to  fear  they  had  deserted  their 
old  haunts.  This  year  they  are  already  with  us, 
and  I  see  them  daily  running  merrily  over  the 
lawn.  I  think  they  are  charming  ornaments  to 
the  garden,  for  they  look  so  pretty,  and  do  u'^ 
harm  whatever. 

But,  forward  as  the  spring  is  in  our  valley,  our 
sister,  the  Itchen,  runs  far  and  away  ahead  of 
anything  we  can  do,  for  there,  according  to  a 
writer  in  the  Spectator,  a  rise  of  May-fly  has  been 
discovered  in  March,  and  he  gives  a  grnphic 
account  of  how  the  insects  were  taken  both  by 
birds  and  fish.  If  I  had  only  known  of  this 
wonderful  occurrence  in  time,  and — this  in  parcn- 
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thesis — could  entirely  divest  myself  of  the  idea 
that  the  writer  is  laughing  in  his  sleeve,  I  would 
have  driven  over  at  once,  and  secured  a  supply  to 
turn  down  in  these  meadows,  and  so  had  con¬ 
tinuous  May-Hy  fishing  during  the  spring.  I  am 
anxiously  waiting  further  information  concern¬ 
ing  this  startling  phenomenon,  and  hope  the 
writer  will  give  more  details. 


KNdLlSll  ANGJ.ERS  '  AND  NOR¬ 
WEGIAN  8PORTING  AGENTS. 


BEYER  V.  CORBETT. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the 
case  of  Beyer  v.  myself,  which  has  been  already 
referred  to  several  times  in  your  columns.  The 
decision  is  of  such  importance  to  Norwegian 
anglers  that  I  trust  you  will  find  space  for  its 
publication  for  the  information  of  the  many 
fishermen  who  are  interested  in  the  result. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

_  Julian  Corbeit. 


3  udgment  in  this  case,  which  has  been  already 
referred  to  in  our  columns  as  raising  points  of 
great  importance  to  intending  lessees  of  Nor¬ 
wegian  fishings,  was  delivered  at  A''ossevangen  on 
the  23rd  March  last. 

The  facts  are  as  follows  :  In  June  of  last  year 
the  plaintiif,  who  is  the  well-known  Bergen  agent, 
advertised  in  the  Field  that  he  had  to  let  from 
Aug.  1  to  Sept.  I  nearly  six  miles  of  the  Evanger 
river.  Incorporated  in  the  advertisement  was  an 
account  of  it  which  had  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  which  stated  thatthe  fishingwas  in  the 
hands  of  an  Englishman.  Mr.  Julian  Corbett, 
the  defendant,  thereupon  applied  for  particulars, 
and  the  plaintiff  replied  explaining  that  his  fish¬ 
ing  was  exactly  as  described  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  except  that  the  Englishman  had  now  no 
more  than  a  pool  or  two.  Cpon  this  the  defen¬ 
dant  telegraphed  that  he  would  take  the  river 
on  the  understanding  that  the  plaintiff  had  the 
exclusive  right  over  six  miles  of  fair  fishable 
water.  Immediate  payment  was  demanded,  but 
this  the  defendant  refused,  and  finally  he  agreed 
to  pay  half  the  rent,  that  is  to  say  £30,  down  and 
the  remainder  within  a  week  after  arrival,  if  the 
water  proved  as  represented. 

On  reaching  the  river  the  defendant  found  that 
but  a  small  part  of  the  water  described  was  the 
plaintiff’s,  the  greater  and  best  portions  of  it  being 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  Englishman,  who  had 
had  it  for  many  years ;  that  the  plaintiff  had  but 
two-thirds  of  the  extent  of  fishing  he  had  repre¬ 
sented  ;  that  a  substantial  part  of  this  was  an  un- 
fishable  lake;  and  that  a  productive  salmon-trap 
was  still  in  the  bands  of  the  riparian  owners. 
Upon  this  he  offered  either  to  throw  up  the  con¬ 
tract  on  repayment  of  the  money  already  paid,  or 
to  remain  and  fish  without  further  payment. 
Both  these  offers  the  plaintiff  refused,  and 
persisted  in  demanding  immediate  payment  of  the 
balance  of  the  rent  agreed  upon,  and  thereupon 
the  defendant  gave  him  notice  that  he  would 
remain  and  fish  the  water  under  protest,  leaving 
the  plaintiff  to  his  remedy  at  law. 

After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  settle  the 
matter  by  arbitration,  an  action  for  the  balance 
of  the  rent  was  commenced  before  the  Soren- 
skrive  in  the  local  court  at  A^ossevangen,  and  the 
defendant  at  the  end  of  his  term  returned  to 
England,  leaving  his  case  in  the  hands  of  Herr 
A.  C.  Schauke,  solictor,  of  A"oss. 

In  due  course,  evidence  was  officially  obtained 
at  a  local  inquiry,  and  upon  this  the  Sorenskriver 
has  now  decided  that  Mr.  Beyer  was  guilty  of 
misrepresentation  upon  three  points,  vi/,.,  that 
instead  of  having  six  Enerlish  miles  or  9648  metres 
of  water,  he  had  only  6640  metres;  that  he  had 
not  disclosed  that  there  was  included  in  this 
6640  metres  a  lake  called  the  Seimsvand ;  and 
that  he  had  concealed  the  fact  that  a  salmon-tran 
existed  on  the  water.  The  defendant  was  there¬ 
fore  held  entitled  upon  these  misrepresentations 
to  a  reduction  from  the  balance  claimed,  the 
amount  of  such  reduction  to  be  ascertained  by 
the  taxing  officer  of  the  court  at  Mr.  Beyer’s  cost. 

On  the  costs  of  the  action  the  court  differed, 
but  finally  it  was  decided  not  to  condemn  Mr. 
Beyer  to  pay  the  defendant’s  costs,  on  the  ground 
that  the  doctrine  of  law  upon  which  the  defendant 


had  rightly  acted,  was  one  that  the  Norwegian 
courts  had  only  recognised  within  the  last  few 
years.  As  an  obiter  dictum,  the  judge  was,  how¬ 
ever,  of  opinion  that  if  the  defendant,  instead  of 
electing  to  fish  under  protest,  had  left  the  river 
and  brought  an  action  against  Mr.  Beyer  for  the 
£30  he  had  already  obtained  by  his  misrepre¬ 
sentations,  together  with  damages  in  respect  of 
a  fruitless  journey  to  Norway,  there  would  have 
been  no  choice  but  to  order  Beyer  to  pay  the 
whole  of  the  costs. 

The  effect  of  the  decision,  it  will  be  seen,  is  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  English  fishermen  a  very- 
simple  remedy  against  the  deceptions  of  local 
agents,  and  it  should  go  far  to  check  the  practices 
which  of  late  years  have  been  bringing  the 
pleasantest  of  summer  fishing  grounds  into  evil 
odour. 

We  have  also  received  the  following  note  from 
Mr.  Beyer : — 

A  NOTK  PROM  MR.  BEYER. 

Bergen,  Norway, 

April  8, 1893. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  event  of  your  paper  having 
contained  anything  re  the  verdict  passed  in  the 
famous  case,  Julian  Corbett  r.  Thorvald  Beyer,  I 
beg  you  kindly  to  inform  your  readers  that  I 
shall,  as  soon  as  the  documents  of  the  process 
are  returned  from  the  court — and  if  you  allow 
me — explain  my  side  of  the  case  and  demon¬ 
strate — 

1.  That  the  misrepresentation  was  not  wilfully 
done,  but  entirely  against  my  will  and  know¬ 
ledge. 

2.  That  I  (“the  well-known  Bergen  agent”)  am 
not  the  creator  of  the  “Bergen  system,”  or 
generally  practising  it,  as  your  readers  may  judge 
me  to  be  from  Mr.  Corbett’s  letters  in  English 
sporting  papers. 

3.  That  I,  to  the  contrary,  have  the  reputation 
of  giving  exact  and  correct  information  about 
salmon  fishing  in  Norway. 

4.  That  the  verdict  in  my  case  contra  Mr. 
Corbett  is  so  far  from  being  a  victory  to  him, 
that  it  is  entirely  equal  to  the  offer  I  made  him 
before  the  case  begun,  viz.,  arbitration. 

5.  That  the  price  of  the  fishing  (£60  for  a 
period  of  thirty-two  days)  was  so  reasonable, 
and  the  bag  made  (63.51b.)  so  good,  that  not 
many  sportsmen  would  have  acted  as  Mr.  Corbett 
did. 

In  the  meantime  I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  very 
truly,  Thorvald  Beyer. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 

Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


WM.  BAllTLEET  AND  SONS’  EXHI¬ 
BIT  AT  THE  CHICAGO  WOHLD’S 
COLUMBIAN  EXPOSITION. 


This  old-established  firm  is  making  an  exhibit  in 
the  Fisheries  Department  which  fully  sustains 
their  world-wide  reputation.  The  case  itself  is  of 
classic  design  and  highly  decorated. 

The  exhibit  comprises  fish  hooks  of  every 
description  for  sea,  lake,  and  river  fishi  ag  of  their 
celebrated  Archer  brand.s,  which  are  used  by 
fishermen  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  include 
the  well-known  Fennell  Turn-down  E’  ed  Hooks, 
of  which  Messrs.  Bartleet  hold  the  so'‘.e  right  of 
sale  in  the  States,  artificial  fish  baits,  the  new 
patent  Serpcntanic  flexible  metal  baic  being  a 
prominent  feature  in  this  class. 

Amongst  the  great  varieties  of  lines  aco  nplete 
range  of  their  Archer  brand  waterproof  lines  is 
shown.  The  exhibit  also  comprises  every  descrip¬ 
tion  of  artificial  flies,  floats,  and  spinners. 
Amongst  the  latter  we  notice  their  well-known 
patent  Archer  Spinner,  which  is  becoming  as 
well  known  in  the  United  States  markets  as  it  is 
at  heme. 

Attached  to  the  ense  are  shown  facsimiles  of 
the  sixteen  gold  and  prize  medals  which  have 
been  awarded  to  Me-srs.  AVm.  Bart'eel  and  Sous 
at  the  various  exhibitions  in  which  they  have 
been  represented,  having  in  every  instance  taken 
the  highest  possible  honours.  We  understand 
that  in  this  instance  the  firm  has  decided  to  enter 
their  exhibit  as  not  for  competition,  viz.,  oi fly  as 
ail  honorary  exhibit. 


TOaltoniana 


A  CONTEMPORARY  had  it  recently  that  an  801b. 
salmon  had  been  caught  by  an  angler  in  Loch 
Tay.  I  suppose  it  was  the  old  misprint  of  the  3 
and  the  8.  It  is  about  time  that  an  Act  of  Par¬ 
liament  was  obtained,  making  a  change  in  the 
design  of  those  figures.  Their  similarity  does 
give  river  reporters  such  opportunities  for  exag¬ 
geration,  with  the  safe  excuse  in  the  background 
that  the  MS.  had  been  incorrectly  read  by  the 
printer.  I  saw  another  good  misprint  the  other 
day.  The  kelts  had  been  prevented  going  down 
to  the  sea  “owing  to  the  lice  in  the  rivers.”  The 
printer  had  put  in  an  “  1.”  That  was  all. 


Thebe  is  no  more  iniquitous  form  of  fish 
poaching  than  dynamiting  a  river.  All  fish,  big 
and  little,  and  all  fish  food,  is  destroyed  fora  con¬ 
siderable  distance,  and  in  the  case  of  a  trout 
stream  fearful  havoc  is  wrought.  Of  course, 
poison  is  nearly  as  bad  in  its  effects.  It  is  pain¬ 
ful  to  hear  of  dynamite  being  used  in  the  beau¬ 
tiful  Wye,  near  Bakewell,  and  very  satisfactory 
to  know  that  the  four  men  who  used  it  were  this 
week  each  sentenced  to  a  month’s  hard  labour. 


Going,  going,  and  nearly  gone  is  the  season 
for  stocking.  If  you  w'ould  buy  your  yearling 
trout  for  improving  your  fishing  do  so  at  once. 
It  will  soon  be  too  hot  for  them  to  travel.  Do 
not  buy  fry  or  eggs  unless  advised  to  do  so  by  a 
competent  fish  culturist  who  has  seen  the  ivater. 
More  often  than  not  no  results  are  obtained  from 
fry.  Yearlings  or  two-year-olds  are  the  fish  to 
buy  as  a  general  rule,  and,  though  theymay  seem 
expensive,  it  is  the  best  economy  in  the  long  run 
to  buy  them.  _ 

Many  a  trout  stream  might  be  vastly  improved 
without  buying  any  trout  at  all.  Clean  the  shal¬ 
lows  of  mud  ;  arrange  hiding-places  for  the  trout  ; 
erect  partial  dams  liere  and  there ;  plant  water¬ 
cress  ;  introduce  fresh-water  shrimp,  if  it  is  not 
already  in  the  stream  ;  make  your  water  pleasant 
for  the  fish  and  they  will  stay  with  you  ;  and  when 
you  catch  them  others  will  take  their  places. 

Templar. 


THE  PROPOSED  NEW  THAMES 
FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 

A  ciRCUL.AR  has  been  issued  by  Messrs.  James 
Simonds  (president),  Arthur  C.  Butler  (vice- 
president),  and  Fredk.  Brown  (hon.  sec.),  on 
behalf  of  the  Reading  and  District  Angling 
Association,  urguig  the  county  councils  of  Berks, 
Oxon,  and  Bucks,  and  the  corporations  of  all  the 
up-river  towns,  to  enter  an  energetic  protest 
against  the  obnoxious  proposed  netting  bye-law 
framed  by  the  Thames  Conservators,  following  the 
lead  recently  set  by  the  town  council  of  Henley- 
on-Thames.  We  are  pleased  to  say  the  request 
has  been  most  heartily  complied  with  in  the  two 
towns  whose  corporations  haA'e  met  up  to  the 
present,  viz.,  Wallingford,  on- the  5th  inst.,  and 
Reading,  on  the  following  day.  At  each  the 
following  resolution  was  moved  by  the  mayor, 
and  carried  unanimously  : — 

“  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  council  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  Thames  Fishery  Bye-law,  No.  33,  and 
others,  which  would  exclude  portions  of  the  river 
from  the  opera, t ions  of  the  bye-laws,  as  published 
on  March  3, 1893,  in  the  London  Gazette,  by  giving 
largely  increased  privileges  of  netting,  night- 
lineing,  &c.,  to  persons  owning  fisheries  in  the 
River  Thames,  would  most  seriously  injure  such 
fisheries,  which  have  now  no  value  except  for 
sporting  purposes,  and  have  for  many  years  been 
stocked,  im])roved,  and  protected  at  a  large  outlay 
of  voluntary  subscription  and  effort.  The  said 
bye-laws  appear  to  be  in  excess  of  the  powers 
conferred  upon  the  Thames  Conservancy  by  the 
Thames  Acts  of  1864  and  1866.  to  make  liye-laws 
‘  for  the  preservation,  protection,  and  regula  ion 
of  the  Thames  fisheries  and  the  prohibition  of 
nets  and  apparatus;’  and  that  in  the  opinion  of 
this  council  their  enactment  would  be  injurious 
to  the  true  interests  both  of  theow  ners  of  fi-heries 
and  of  the  public  generally,  to  Avhom  the  'I'hames 
is  of  immense  importance  as  an  angling  ai  d 
health  resort,  and  also  to  the  trade  of  the  river- 
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side  towns  and  villages  by  deterring  London  and 
other  anglers  from  visiting  such  towns  and 
villages.  That  the  clerk  be  requested  to  forward 
copies  of  this  resolution  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  the 
London  County  Council,  and  the  Board  of 
Thames  Conservancy.” 


THE  '^ACME’’  LINE  SAVES  A 
MAN^S  LIFE. 


Messrs.  L).  and  W.  H.  Foster, 

Ashbourne,  Derby. 

Dear  Sirs, — Replying  to  your  inquiry,  when 
at  Benton  Hook  (of  which  I  enclose  rough  map), 
on  Easter  Monday,  trying  your  No.  1  metal- 
centred  fiy-Iine,  received  from  you  a  day  or  two 
previously,  I  noticed  two  young  men  vainly 
endeavouring  to  scull  against  the  very  sharp 
stream,  and  shortly  afterwards  heard  cries  for 
help,  and  then  saw  one  of  the  men  upon  the  bank 
and  the  other  tumbling  over  the  bows  of  the  skiff, 
which  was  being  carried  away  by  the  stream.  In 
endeavouring  to  save  his  brother,  the  one  on  the 
bank  fell  into  deep  water,  and,  being  unable  to 
swim,  was  soon  in  great  danger. 

In  this  emergency  (not  being  a  swimmer  my¬ 
self,  and  no  one  near  to  help)  my  first  impulse 
was  to  throw  the  fishing-rod,  with  a  view  of 
carrying  the  line  out  to  him.  This  plan  failed, 
owing  to  the  pliancy  of  the  fly-rod.  It  then 
occurred  to  me  to  detach  the  reel  (a  wooden 
“  Nottingham  ”)  and  use  that.  I  ran  to  where 
the  man  had  now  been  carried  by  the  stream,  and 
found  him  floating  face  downwards,  only  the 
crown  of  the  head  showing  above  the  surface  of  the 
water.  Hastily  drawing  off  several  yards  of  line, 
winding  some  round  my  hand  and  putting  the 
check  on  the  reel,  I  took  very  careful  aim,  and 
succeeded  in  passing  the  line  over  his  back. 
Fortunately,  at  this  moment  the  stream  turned 
him  over  (away  from  me),  and  so  transferred 
the  line  from  the  back  to  his  chest,  and  I  think 
the  reel  caught  between  his  arm  and  side.  After 
waiting  a  moment  for  the  stream  to  tighten  out 
the  line  without  a  jerk,  I  commenced  to  haul 
cautiously,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  snatched  at 
and  held  the  line  by  both  hands  across  his  chest. 
Wondering  could  such  a  fine  line  carry  such  a 
heavy  load  in  a  swift  stream,  I  hauled  as  quickly 
as  I  dared,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him 
slowly  approaching,  and,  when  I  considered  him 
close  enough,  I  gave  an  extra  strong  pull,  and 
landed  him  from  the  deep  water  in  a  dazed  and 
very  exhausted  condition.  Meanwhile,  the 
brother  clinging  to  the  boat  was  landed  on  the 
opposite  bank. 

By  the  marks  on  the  line  I  found  twenty-seven 
yards  had  been  used,  so  probably  he  was  about 
eighteen  or  twenty  yards  out. 

The  bank  upon  which  I  stood  is  rather  elevated, 
so  that  for  a  yard  or  two  the  line  sustained  the 
whole  weight  of  the  man’s  body  and  wet  clothing, 
and  appears  as  strong  as  ever. 

In  conclusion  I  may  add  I  have  received  a 
letter  expressing  his  thanks  to  me  for  having 
saved  his  life,  and  I.  have  also  the  names  of  four 
gentlemen  who  arrived  at  the  finish,  and  can 
testify  to  the  marvellous  strength  of  your  “Acme” 
line. — I  remain,  dear  sirs,  yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  H.  Eveks,  Junior  Flyfishers. 

23,  Jeffreys-road,  Clapham,  S.W. 

April  11th,  1893. 

[We  have  much  pleasure  in  publishing 
this  testimonial  to  the  strength  of  the  “  Acme” 
line,  and  the  presence  of  mind  of  Mr.  Evens. 
The  No.  1  Acme  fly  line  is  about  this  size  : 

En.] 


This  is  how  Fame,  the  advertisers’  friend,  looks 
at  the  matter: — “Spare  the  advertisements  and 
spoil  the  business.  Whoso  loveth  a  good  business 
loveth  advertising,  but  he  that  despiseth  fame  is 
an  ass.  A  good  advertisement  is  like  the  mer¬ 
chant’s  ships ;  it  bringeth  abundance  from  afar. 
The  smallest  circulation  hath  often  the  loudest 
tongue.  A  big  advertiser  leaveth  an  inheritance 
to  his  children’s  childrens’s  children.  A  small 
advertisement  is  better  than  a  bad  traveller. 
There  is  no  worse  robber  than  a  journal  that 
does  not  circulate.  It  is  hard  to  get  a  forty 
page  catalogue  into  an  inch  column.  An 
advertisement  is  not  a  luxury,  but  a  necessity.” 


THE  29lb.  loch  SL'ENNESS  TROUT. 


The  collection  of  fish  belonging  to  the  Fly 
Fishers’  Club  has  just  received  an  addition  in  the 
shape  of  a  splendid  cast  of  the  291b.  Loch 
Stenness  trout  presented  to  the  club  by  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  of  Berth.  The  cast  is  painted  by  Mr. 
Malloch. 

“  Fair,  fat,  and  thirty  pounds  ”  is  the  best 
description  for  this  fish.  It  is  a  pity  it  was  slain 
on  a  night-line.  We  asked  Mr.  Malloch  for  some 
particulars  of  it,  and  he  replies  as  follows  : — 

“  I  have  had  a  note  from  Mr.  Booker  saying  the 
trout  had  arrived  all  right.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
give  you  any  particulars  about  it  further  than  it 
was  caught  on  a  night-line.  I  weighed  it  four 
days  after  it  was  caught,  and  it  weighed  a  little 
over  291b.  The  moment  it  came  in  I  took  a 
painting  of  it  and  produced  it  on  the  cast.  So 
far  as  I  could  judge  it  is  a  yellow  trout.  I  stuffed 
the  skin  and  ate  the  flesh,  which  was  splendid. 
The  stuffed  one  is  now  at  Mr.  McKay’s,  Masons’ 
Arms  Hotel,  Stromness.  I  have  done  a  good 
many  from  the  some  loch,  and  they  are  all  pretty 
much  alike  from  what  I  have  seen  of  them ;  they 
come  into  condition  very  early,  as  you  will  see 
from  this  one.  One  I  did  for  Mr.  Millais,  91b., 
had  almost  completed  spawning  in  the  beginning 
of  August.  There  is  no  doubt  the  superb  feeding 
has  something  to  do  with  this.  The  trout  in 
brackish  water  here  come  into  fine  condition  in 
February. — Yours  faithfully,  P.  D.  Malloch. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

M.  Co.MEORT. — Have  replied  to  your  query 
by  post. 

“  Ye  Old  Red  Cow.” — You  ask  if  a  trout 
which  has  been  hooked  and  thrown  back  into  the 
water  will  live,  and  if  so,  for  how  long  after  ? 
Unless  the  trout  is  injured  internally  by  rough 
handling  the  mere  hooking  in  the  mouth  will  not 
injure  it,  and  a  fish  so  hooked  and  returned  may 
live  for  years. 


ComsyonUtnct 

[IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents J] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment." — T.  E.  Pritt. 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  THAMES  FISHERY 
BYE-LAWS. 

Sir, — I  have  received  from  the  Lord  Mayor 
your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  with  copies  of  resolu¬ 
tions  passed  at  a  public  meeting  held  at 
Foresters’  Hall  on  the  subject  of  proposed 
alterations  in  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,  and 
in  acknowledging  the  receipt  I  beg  to  add  that 
your  letter  shall  have  attention. — I  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  John  B.  Monckton. 

Guildhall,  April  10,  1893. 

To  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane. 


THAMES  CONSERVANCY  FISHERY  BYE¬ 
LAWS. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  inst.  (with  enclosures)  on  the  above  subject, 
and  to  state  that  it  will  receive  attention. — I  am, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Berrinuton. 

Board  of  Trade  (Fisheries  Department), 
London,  S.W.,  March  30,  1893. 

The  Editor, 

The  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


PARR  TAIL  BAIT. 

Sir, — Could  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
give  the  method  of  baiting  with  parr  tail,  as 
practised  by  Peebles  and  Innerleithen  anglers. 
It  is  referred  to  in  “Robertson’s  Handbook  of 
Angling  for  Scotland  ”  as  superior  to  that 
described  by  “  Stoddart  ”  in  his  Anglers’  Com¬ 
panion.  Anglo-Celtic. 

[Parr  or  samlet  is  now  an  illegal  bait. — En.]. 


PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
letter  in  your  last  issue,  from  one  who  signs  him¬ 
self  “  Lancashire  Correspondent.” 

While  I  object  to  reply  to  anyone  who  hides 
himself  behind  a  nom  de  plume,  I  should  be 
neglecting  my  duty  if  I  did  not  try  and  pull  up 
“  L.  C.”  in  his  harmless  exhibition  of  temper.  I 
do  not  propose  to  answer  the  series  of  questions 
put  to  Mr.  White,  but  simply  meet  the  broad  and 
sweeping  assertions  made  by  your  correspondent. 
He  says :  “Lancashire  knows  howto  spend  her 
money,  and  not  fritter  it  away  on  delegates.”  I 
fail  to  see  how'  “  L.  C.”  can  claim  to  be  an 
authority  on  economy,  as  it  cost  the  N.A.  above 
£50  to  get  a  refusal  from  the  L.  and  N.W.,  and 
the  P.A.A.  £6  to  get  it.  Come,  let  us  have  a 
morsel  of  consistency  in  the  question. 

He  goes  on  to  say,  the  I’.  A.  A.  delegates  are  con¬ 
spicuous  for  verbosity  and  good  appetites,  also 
for  promptness  in  drawing  expenses.  Now,  as  to 
the  first,  which  I  consider  a  compliment,  as  in  all 
things  incidental  to  the  P.A.A.’s  advancement, 
nothing  is  lefD  unsaid  and  nothing  disguised. 

As  to  our  appetites,  well,  wb  have  easy  con¬ 
sciences  and  a  fair  digestion,  and  reciprocate  the 
hospitality  of  the  provincial  centres  we  have  to 
go  to,  which  is  very  uncommon  in  the  N.A. 
Judging  by  published  reports,  I  would  say  to 
“L.C.,”  “Set  your  own  house  in  order  before  posing 
as  corrector-general  of  other  bodies.  Example 
is  better  than  precept.” 

As  to  the  trinity  that  exists  here,  it  is  absurd. 
Our’s  is  not  a  one  man’s  association.  There  are 
leaders  in  every  movement,  and  we  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  every  member  of  our  great  organi¬ 
sation  (6000  strong),  which  cannot  be  said  of  every 
institution  of  its  kind. 

One  word  as  to  the  drawing  of  expenses  with 
which  “L.  C.”  twits  us.  Does  he  suppose  we  accept 
any  and  every  society  without  some  inquiry  as  to 
how  that  society  is  constructed,  and  does  he  sup¬ 
pose  the  confined  limits  of  a  letter  will  convey 
all  that  a  personal  interview  will  do?  I  say 
“  No.” 

We  are  very  jealous  of  the  results  of  our 
labours  during  the  past  nine  years,  and  while 
we  should  be  pleased  to  treat  with  any  bona 
fide  society  with  the  view  of  their  affiliation,  we 
do  not  throw  concessions  about  ad  lib. 

“  L.  C.”  says  they  have  a  lot  of  cheap  travelling 
in  the  North,  and  would  give  us  a  ticket  if  we  are 
that  way. 

Well  we  have  been  that  way  (at  Warrington), 
and  affiliated  the  Warrington  A.  A.  with  us. 
We  will  promise  to  come  again  before  long. 

Losing  these  corner  stones  cannot  do  much 
good  for  the  N.A.  In  conclusion,  let  me  ask  “  L.C.” 
not  to  fire  blank  cartridge — plenty  of  sound 
without  effect.  All  the  harm  I  wish  the  N.A.  is, 
may  they  get  all  they  want. 

As  to  the  accusation  of  our  being  clanish,  our 
only  object  throughout  has  been  to  centralise  the 
privilege  ticket,  work  it  from  one  centre,  and 
reduce  the  possibility  of  fraud  to  a  minimum.  I 
will  not  disguise  my  identity.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation  of  insertion, — I  am,  faithfully  yours, 

T  Coles, 
President,  P.A.A. 

170,  Edgbas ton-street,  Birmingham. 


Dear  Sir, — Your  Lancashire  correspondent,  in 
his  reply  to  my  letter  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  on  April  1  last,  is  again  labouring  under 
another  mistake.  In  the  first  place,  the  letter  in 
question  was  sent  by  me  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
on  March  7  last,  but  only  found  its  way  into  the 
paper  on  April  1  last.  I  also  wish  to  inform  your 
correspondent  that  I  was  not  uelegated  to  write 
the  letter  in  question,  but  wrote  it  on  my  own 
responsibility  ;  and  it  is  mean  on  the  part  of 
your  correspondent  to  insinuate  that  I,  with  two 
coadjutors  forming  the  “  piscatorial  trinity  ’ 
in  Birmingham,  direct  the  whole  of  the  angling 
operations  in  the  cii.y.  If  I  mistake  not  your 
correspondent  would  like  to  occupy  the  same 
proud  position  that  he  has  assigned  to  me  in  the 
North ;  but,  owing  to  the  sad  state  of  chaos  and 
disorder  the  Northern  Angling  Association  has 
been  allowed  to  get  into,  i  am  afraid  this  will 
never  be. 

With  respect  to  the  Bolton  Association,  I  will 
quote  a  portion  of  my  letter  sent  to  the  secretary 
of  that  association,  which  is  as  follows :  “  The 
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fost  of  your  association  to  join  tlie  P.A  A.  would 
1)6  about  .t'7 ;  this  would  include  the  cost  of 
sending  our  representatives  to  Bolton  to  explain 
the  workings  of  the  association  to  your  committee 
or  to  the  general  body  of  your  members.  You 
would  also  receive  travelling  cards  and  stamps 
for  the  L.N.W.  and  G.W.Il.  railways,  &c.”  I  will 
leave  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazetts  to  judge  if 
this  is  an  extortionate  price  for  an  association  600 
strong. 

In  reply  to  the  vulgar  question  as  to  when  the 
I’. A. A.  was  made  the  mouthpiece  of  the  railway 
companies,  I  beg  to  state  that  the  G.W.R.  eranted 
the  concession  to  the  I’.A.A.  on  Aug.  11,  1888, 
and  the  L.N.W.  on  Dec.  19,  1892,  with  power  to 
extend  it  to  the  branches  affiliated.  As  to  the 
P.A..\.  not  being  known  or  heard  of,  1  beg  to 
inform  your  correspondent  that  the  association 
was  formed  on  Oct.  29,  1887 — this  is  a  long  time 
before  the  Northern  Association  was  thought  of. 

In  answer  to  another  question  re  refusing  to 
co-operate  with  the  N.A.A.,  this  I  have  not  done, 
nor  have  I  included  the  northern  area  in  our 
applications  to  the  railway  company  only  in 
instances  such  as  Liverpool  and  Warringion, 
where  associations  have  thought  proper  to 
join  us. 

The  secretary  of  the  Manchester  branch  wrote 
me  for  a  copy  of  our  rules,  but  I  was  instructed 
by  the  committee  not  to  forward  them  for  certain 
reasons,  and  I  think  they  were  justified  for 
so  doing,  as  it  was  suggested  at  the  meeting  that 
they  should  make  their  own  railway  rules  and  not 
pirate  those  of  my  association. 

In  answ^er  to  the  last  question  of  when  our  rules 
were  printed,  &c..  I  beg  to  say  that  the  first  code 
was  printed  on  Dec.  3, 1887.  and  the  second  code, 
now  in  use,  was  printed  in  June  last. 

I  think  this  will  answer  the  whole  of  your 
correspondent’s  questions  ;  if  not,  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  comply  to  any  request  that  he  may 
choose  to  make.  And,  in  conclusion,  I  again 
wi.sh  to  say  that  we  are  still  open  to  treat  with  any 
association  in  the  North  that  desires  the  various 
railway  concessions,  and  I  hope  that  the  northern 
associations  will  not  allow  themselves  to  be  led 
astray  by  certain  persons  who  profess  to  have  the 
interests  of  the  association  at  heart,  yet  at  the 
same  time  they  would  throw  the  main  body  on  one 
side  to  suit  their  own  selfish  ends. — Yours 
respectfully,  Ch.vrles  White, 

Sec.  P.A. A. 

42,  Tenby-street,  North  Birmingham. 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir. — I  would  strongly  recommend  “Fly 
Rod  ’’  to  come  over  to  the  Westmeath  lakes  about 
May  20.  If  the  weather  be  suitable  the  fishing 
will  be  good.  I  have  no  interest  whatever  in  the 
master  beyond  being  an  ardent  angler. 

Nice  accommodation  can  be  had  near  the  lake 
for  £T  per  week  with  cooking  and  attendance,  self 
sujiplying  nrovisions  to  own  fancy.  Boats  from 
Z>3.  to  7s.  6d.  per  day  as  per  agreement. — Yours 
truly.  _  T.  J.  W. 

Sir. — The  writer  of  the  letter  under  the  above 
head  last  week  would  probably  find  Lake  Vyrnwy, 
North  Wales,  all  that  he  desires. — Yours 
obediently,  _  [W.  E.  F. 

Dear  Sir, — If  “  Fly  Rod  ”  or  any  other  readers 
of  the  Gazette  will  communicate  with  me,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  put  them  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
some  of  the  best  trout  fishing  in  Ireland;  also 
good  salmon  and  grilse  fishing  in  the  Shannon, 
at  Killaloe. 

Very  rapid  journey  from  England.  Charming 
river,  lake,  and  mountain  scenery'.  Correct  tips 
as  to  flies.  &c. —  Yours  faithfully. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe.  S.  J.  Hurley. 


A  REALLY  EFFICACIOUS  “ANTI-FLY” 
MIXTURE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  should  feel  much  obliged  if  one 
of  your  many  readers  would  let  me  know  of 
something  efficacious  to  keep  off  flies,  Ac  ,  which 
are  most  annoying  when  fishing  in  the  northern 
parts  of  Norway.  I  have  tried  combinations  of 
oil,  tar,  carbolic,  and  camphor,  but  with  no  good 
result;  in  fact.  “  the  cure  was  nearly  worse  then 
the  disease.”  Hoping  for  answer  through  your 
columns, — Yours  truly.  Sentry. 

I  We  begin  to  doubt  if  there  is  any  antidote  for 
this  lly  pest. — Ed.] 


A  NOTE  FROM  THE  AUTHOR  OF  “THE 
BOOK  OF  THE  BLACK  BASS.” 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  received  to-day  a 
marked  copy  of  your  valuable  paper,  containing 
an  extract  from  my  “  Book  of  the  Black  Bass  ” 
on  casting  the  minnow.  As  surmised  by  your 
printer,  the  descriptions  of  the  cuts  were  wrong 
in  the  first  edition,  and  should  be  reversed. 
This  error,  however,  is  evident  upon  referring  to 
the  text. 

I  hope  that  the  black  bass  transported  to  Eng¬ 
land  have  multiplied  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
warrant  a  study  of  the  style  of  angling  referred 
to. 

I  am  confident  that  the  large-mouthed  black 
bass  would  do  well  in  the  broads  and  ponds  of 
England,  to  which  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  admirably 
suited  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  small-mouthed  bass 
(the  species  heretofore  introduced  into  England) 
is  not  at  all  adapted  to  such  waters,  and  I 
am  not  surprised  that  the  results  have  been  so 
discouraging. 

I  hope  to  see  you  at  our  big  fair  in  Chicago  this 
summer.  With  kindest  regards, — I  am,  yours 
very  truly,  J.  A.  Henshall, 

In  charge  Angling  Pavilion, 

Chicago  Exhibition. 


CANADIAN  WOOD  DUCK  FEATHERS— AN 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT.  MR.  PRITT— 
AN  APOLOGY. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  permit  me  through  your 
columns  to  thank  a  gentleman  from  across  the 
Atlantic  who  has  sent  to  me  through  you  a  wel¬ 
come  batch  of  Canadian  wood  duck  feathers,  and 
other  feathers  suitable  for  fly  dressing,  with 
some  very  kind  expressions  about  my  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  subject  of 
fly-dressing,  but  who  has  modestly  concealed  his 
name  and  address.  He  is  good  enough  to  express 
a  wish  that  the  papers  should  be  resumed.  I 
should  have  been  glad  to  go  on  with  them,  but  in 
October  last  I  had  a  severe  attack  of  influenza 
from  Avhich  I  have  never  fully  recovered,  and  in 
a  few  days  I  shall  be  starting  on  a  long  sea  trip 
in  search  of  health,  which  will  prevent  me  from 
devoting  too  much  time  to  my  pen. 

May  i  take  this  opportunity  of  presenting  my 
apologies  to  Mr.  Pritt,  for  an  undeserved  reflec¬ 
tion  on  his  “  North  Country  Flies,”  to  which  I 
inadvertently  committed  myself  in  my  “  Fytte  of 
the  Blues”  on  the  25th  March.  Ic  had  escapeff 
me  that  the  Waterhen  Bloa  is  described  in  his 
work.  I  had  previously  mentioned  the  pattern  in 
the  article,  and  a  very  few  lines  above  my  unfor¬ 
tunate  reference  to  Mr.  Pritt.  I  hope  he  will 
forgive  me. — Yours,  &c.  Val  Conson. 

THE  THAMES— A  CORRECTION. 

Sir, — I  was  very  much  surprised  to  see  in  your 
issue  of  the  8ch  inst.  a  statement  from  your 
Windsor  correspondent  that  I  had  received  in¬ 
structions  to  summon  anyone  found  fishing  in  the 
Thames  between  Monkey  Island  and  Surly  Hall. 

There  is  not  a  shadow  of  foundation  for  the 
statement ;  and,  when  it  is  considered  that  there 
is  not  a  more  energetic  supporter  in  the  county 
of  all  kinds  of  field  and  river  sports  than  my 
worthy  landlord,  Mr  Van  De  Weyer,  such  a  state¬ 
ment  is  the  more  objectionable. 

I  beg  you  will  insert  this  letter  in  your  next 
issue  in  order  that  my  fishing  friends  may  be  put 
at  their  ease,  and  that  they  may  know  that  they 
are  not  to  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  in¬ 
dulging  in  their  favourite  sport  in  the  old  and 
familiar  waters  near  Monkey  Island. — I  am,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  R.  Plumaier,  Sen. 

Monkey  Island,  Maidenhead. 
i2ih  April,  1893. 

[We  wish  correspondents  would  be  more  careful 
in  making  statements. — Ed  ] 

DACE  IN  THE  SURREY  CANAL. 

Sir, — I  have  known  the  Surrey  Canal  nearly 
forty  years,  but  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of 
a  dace  being  taken.  In  days  of  yore  I  have 
carried  carp  up  to  lllb.,  also  several  fine  golden 
tench,  also  pike,  silver  bream,  good  roach, 
medium  sized  perch,  good  fat,  homely  gudgeon, 
and  splendid  eels  out  of  a  basin  that  was  emptied 
near  the  canal  bridge.  Old  Kent  road. 

I  do  not  think  I  should  try  at  Deptford  if  I 
were  “  Goosequill,”  he  might  get  a  dead  cat  or 
dog ;  but  if  he  is  bent  on  capturing  a  Hampshire 


“pig”  (whatever  that  may  mean),  then  let  him 
try  the  reach  bordering  the  New  Church-road, 
Camberwell,  opposite  Jenkins’  Whiting  Factory, 
either  very  early  or  very  late,  for  it  would  appear 
the  chalk  and  lime  have  a  fine  clarifying  influence, 
and  the  roach  knew  it  on  this  portion  of  the 
canal.  Bait,  fine  fat  liver  or  fish  gentles  and 
paste  as  white  as  possible — the  latter  for  choice. 
The  state  of  the  canal  from  the  bridge  in 
Commercial- road  towards  High-street,  Peckham, 
is  simply  disgusting  in  the  extreme. — I  am,  &c., 

M.  A. 


THE  GRANNOM  “  UP  ”  ON  THE  TEST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  sent  a  note  yesterday  saying  I 
had  seen  the  grannom  on  the  Test.  This  fact 
tempted  me  to  try  that  fly  to-day  at  Mottisfont. 
There  was  a  much  stronger  and  colder  N.E.  wind 
blowing  than  we  have  had  lately.  Getting  on 
the  water  by  11  am.,  I  found  a  fair  rise  of  fish. 
The  grannom  did  not  appear  in  any  quantity,  but 
for  about  half  an  hour  there  were  a  few  struggling 
with  the  down  stream  wind;  and  also  a  sprink¬ 
ling  of  large  olives.  While  this  lasted  the  fish 
went  on  rising.  Fishing  was  not  easy,  the  wind 
being  very  trying.  I  picked  out  what  I  con¬ 
sidered  the  best  fish  rising,  and  after  two  or  three 
casts  (the  first  two  casts  he  missed  thefly)  I  hooked 
him,  and  made  sure  it  was  a  trout,  as  this  fish 
made  some  most  vigorous  rushes,  going  away  up 
stream,  and  that  in  very  swife  water.  Not  until 
I  actually  had  the  net  under  him  did  I  realise  it 
was  only  a  grayling.  The  fish  was  slightly  over 
two  pounds  and  had  the  grannom  well  back  on  its 
tongue.  I  suppose  this  fish  had  just  been  spawn¬ 
ing,  but  there  he  was,  busily  rismg  in  a  swift 
stream,  having  taken  up  one  of  the  best  berths 
in  the  river  for  flies,  and  giving  as  much  play  as 
a  trout  would  this  time  of  the  year.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  the  habit  grayling  have  of  con¬ 
stantly  feeding  in  season  and  out  keeps  them 
nearly  always  in  condition,  and  makes  these  fish 
dangerous  rivals  to  trout  in  the  same  waters, 
more  or  less  crowding  the  latter  fish  out. 

There  were  a  few  swallows  on  the  water  this 
morning,  but  the  first  I  saw  this  year  was  on 
Good  Friday,  when  I  counted  six  and  two  sand 
martins. — ^Yours  faithfully,  Clayton  R.  Leslie. 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  EXE  AT  DULVERTON. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  you  to  hear  that 
the  portion  of  the  Exe  at  Dulverton,  below  the 
junction  with  the  Barle,  is  likely  to  become  a 
grayling  river  before  long.  The  proprietor  of 
the  Exe  Valley  breeding  establishment  put  in 
500  fry  three  or  four  years  ago.  which  appear  to 
have  done  very  well.  Many  have  been  caught 
this  year  already,  some  over  lib.  each,  and 
returned.  The  trout  in  the  two  rivers,  I  allude 
to  the  Carnarvon  Arms  water,  seem  to  have 
grown  larger  than  they  used  to  be,  but  though 
there  is  still  an  enormous  quantity  of  them, 
they  have,  I  tliink,  somewhat  decreased  in 
numbers.  Rain  is  very  badly  wanted;  and  not 
much  was  done  at  Easter,  though  an  old  habitue 
of  the  Carnarvon  Arms  got  a  trout  of  lib  2oz. 
on  the  30th.,  and  bags  of  twenty-four,  nineteen, 
fifteen,  and  fourteen  were  brought  in  on  Good 
Friday  and  April  1.  There  are  marks  of  oMers 
along  the  batiks,  and  the  hounds  should  be  brought 
there. — Y^ours  truly, _  C.  A. 

COFFEE  FOR  CONNOISSEURS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  poet  Pope  has  well  said  : 

“  Coffee,  which  makes  the  politician  wise. 

And  see  through  all  things  with  his  half-shnt  eyes.” 

Realising  the  poet’s  profound  wisdom,  we  have 
to-day,  in  view  of  t  he  great  debate  in  the  House 
of  Commons  to-morrow,  posted  to  each  of  the 
670  members  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty’s 
Lower  House,  a  half-pound  tin  of  our  freshly- 
roasted  pure  coffee,  in  the  hope  that  the  morning 
cup  will  help  to  realise  the  poet’s  fancy,  and 
assist  our  politicians  to  “  see  through  all  things 
with  half-shut  eyes.” — We  are,  dear  Sir,  yours 
faithfully,' 

For  the  Mazawattee  Ceylon  Tea  Comi-any. 

49  and  51,  Eastcheap,  E.C.,  April  5  1893 

P.S. — We  beg  your  kind  acceptance  of  enclosed 
sample  tin  of  our  coffee  of  coffees. 

[We  can  say  with  Bacon  that  this  delicious 
drink  “  Comforteth  the  brain  and  heart,  and 
helpeth  digestion.”  If  only  our  Mnglish  cooks 
knew  how  to  brew  it. — Ed.] 
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FISHING  ON  LOUGH  CONN,  BALLINA 
Dear  Sir, — I  liave  received  a  letter  froni 
Thomas  Clarke,  of  Lough  ConnLndje,  informintr 
me  that  he  has  enlarged  his  Iron  Lodge.  When 
I  last  visited  hirh  he  could  only  accommodate 
one  gentleman,  but  now  he  can  accommodate  four¬ 
teen.  The  late  Mr.  Woodford,  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  was  an  annual  autumn  visitor  at  The 
Lodge,  a  capital  trout  fisher  and  a  moat  genial  man. 
and  knew  where  the  Gillaroo  red  trout  were  to  be 
found.  I  am  glad  Tom  Clarke  is  doing  well,  as 
he  writes  he  has  four  double  bedded  rooms,  20ft. 
by  16ft.,  and  eight  single  bed  and  sitting  rooms 
Single  or  double  traps  from  Ballina  station,  and 
can  accommodate  all  ladies  and  gentlemen  with 
champagne,  beer,  stout,  whiskey,  or  other  drinks. 

He  has  changed  the  name  to  “  Lovgli  Conn 
Anglers  and  Tourists'  Hotel,  Gloglians,  Mayo, 
Ireland."  1  can  strongly  recommend  him  as  a 
willing  and  good  fly  fishermen  ;  he  has  excellent 
boats  suitable  for  two  or  three  anglers,  and,  from 
personal  experience,  he  does  his  best  to  procure 
good  sport  for  his  patrons. 

The  charge  for  boat  and  men  is  7s.  6d.  per  day 
—men’s  lunch  extra.  The  fishing  is  free,  includ¬ 
ing  salmon  and  trout.  My  largest  Lough  Conn 
trout  was  a  Gillaroo  of  7|lb,,  which  was  exhibited 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium  Fishery  Exhibition  in 
1892.  I  also  caught  three  very  large  perch  when 
fly-fishing  for  salmon,  and  two  perch  at  the 
same  time  on  one  Phantom  minnow — always  good 
sport  there. — Yours  truly, 

T.  R.  Sachs, 

President  of  the  Piscatorial  Society. 
[When  at  Lough  Conn  about  ten  years  ago  we 
went  out  with  Tom  Clarke,  and  found  him  to  be 
all  Mr.  Sachs  says,  and  hope  he  may  prosper  in 
his  new  venture. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  WALES. 

Siu,^ — May  I  be  permitted  to  correct  some  mis¬ 
statements  which  your  “  Reprint  from  George 
Agar  Hansard’s  Trout  and  Salmon  Pishing  in 
Wales  ”  contains  ? 

(a)  The  'I’awe  (not  Towy,  which  is  the  Carmar¬ 
then  river),  has  its  source  in  the  Swansea  valley, 
several  miles  above  Ystradgynlais,  and  not  far 
from  Madame  Patti’s  castle,  Craig-y-nos. 

(h)  The  Ogmore.  The  fishing  in  this  river  has 
very  greatly  deteriorated,  on  account  of  the 
excessive  pollu  bion  which  its  waters  have  suffered 
through  the  agency  of  a  tinworks  at  Maesteg 
(Llynvi  valley),  and  the  rapid  development  of 
collieries  in  the  Ogmore,  Garw,  and  Llynvi 
valleys. 

(c)  The  Ewenny.  There  is  still  fair  fishing  to 
be  had  in  this  little  river,  especially  in  Col. 
Turbervill’s  preserves,  but  the  glory  of  this 
favourite  stream  has  also,  co  a  great  extent, 
departed,  and  pound  fish  are  very  seldom  cajoled 
into  one’s  pannier. 

Salmon  fishing  in  both  the  Ogmore  and 
Ewenny  is  practically  nil.  The  poaching  frater¬ 
nity  manage  to  capture  a  few  during  the  spawn¬ 
ing  season,  but  not  for  several  seasons  past  has 
one  been  caught  by  a  rod  and  line,  although  a 
few  sewin  may  have  been  so  taken.  You  are,  I 
know,  anxious  to  publish  only  truthful  reports  of 
angling  resorts,  and  I  am  well  aware  that  if  any 
of  your  readers  should  be  tempted  to  pay  an 
angling  visit  to  Bridgend  and  neighbourhood, 
they  would  soon  find  out  that  their  time  and 
money  had  been  spent  to  no  purpose.  The  local 
angling  association  which  is  only  two  years  old, 
has  been  the  means  of  slightly  improving  the 
rivers;  but  no  material  improvement  can  be 
effected  until  a  thorough  system  of  drainage  has 
been  carried  out,  not  only  in  Bridgend,  but  in  the 
now  populous  valleys  above  it. — Yours,  &c., 

Bridgend.  J.  G.  Jenkins. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

W.  H.  Poster,  of  Church-street,  Ashbourne,  Derby¬ 
shire,  for  an  improvement  in  fly  boxes  for  anglers. 

E.  H.  Ford  and  J.  E.  Gunyon,  of  London,  for  a  new  or 
improved  means  and  apparatus  for  preventing  the 
passage  of  fish  in  fish  nurseries  and  preserves. 

D.  Allan,  H.  Stonehouse,  and  G.  E.  T.  Smithson,  of 
52,  Fawcett-street,  South  Shields,  for  “Allan’s” 
patent  simplex  method  of  long  lines  for  deep  sea- 
ishing. 


WINDERMERE  AND  THE  LAKE 
DISTRICT. 


By  Gilnockie. 


A  DEAR  old  friend  of  mine,  writing  from 
Langholm,  Dumfriesshire,  concludes  his  welcome 
epistle  with  the  following :  “  I  saw  your  article 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  February  11,  on  the 
Lake  District.  I  have  often  thought  I  would  like 
to  take  a  run  through  it,  but  have  not  yet  done 
so ;  now  I  shall  surely  visit  the  Lake  Country. 
I  have  seen  a  good  bit  of  Scotland,  and  if  it  beats 
the  Highlands  it  is  good  indeed.”  Well,  the  proof 
of  the  pudding  is  the  eating  thereof.  Try  it,  my 
dear  old  chum  of  the  past,  and  you’ll  be  satisfied, 
I  will  guarantee  that ;  and  in  travelling  from  the 
north,  change  at  Oxenholm,  and  snatch  a  view 
of  the  delightful  valley  wherein  the  picturesque 
little  town  of  Kendal  lies  before  taking  the  train 
Windermerewards,  and  mind  you  take  your  fish¬ 
ing  tackle  with  you,  as  Coniston  Lake,  Esthwaite- 
water,  Easdale  Tarn,  Grasmere  Lake,  Derwent- 
water,  Bassenthwaite  Lake,  Ullswater,  and  other 
charming  lakes  and  rivers,  to  be  hereafter 
mentioned,  will  all  afford  some  capital  sport  to 
he  keen  angler.  For  many  reasons  it  will  be 
found  that  the  tourist’s  or  angler’s  first  visit  to 
the  Lake  Country  will  be  most  enjoyed  by  making 
Windermere  his  starting  point,  especially  if  he  is 
a  lover  of  nature  in  her  most  attractive  garb. 
The  run  from  Oxenholm  is  superb,  and  when 
Windermere  itself  is  reached,  the  delightful 
scenery  approaches  its  climax,  and  forms  a  charm¬ 
ing  contrast  when  compared  with  the  rugged 
and  majestic  districts  of  Ullswater  and  Derwent- 
water.  Let  me  repeat  here  too,  that  the  stocking 
of  the  Queen  of  the  English  lakes  is  progressing 
rapidly,  and  that  very  recently  over  10,000 
trout  were  turned  into  the  lake  at  various  points 
from  Lakeside  up  to  Graythwaite  on  one  side 
of  the  lake,  and  to  Storrs  on  the  other.  That 
stretch  of  the  lake  from  Bowness  Bay  to 
Ambleside  has  also  received  the  contents  of 
eighteen  tanks  of  yearlings,  all  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  This  in  addition  to  140,000  fry  from  the 
hatchery  at  Storrs,  placed  in  the  tributaries  of 
the  lake,  form  not  a  bad  instalment  to  commence 
with.  “  Soon  Lake  Windermere,”  says  a  corre¬ 
spondent,  “  will  be  fit  to  take  its  place  at  the  head 
of  the  fishing- waters  of  the  country.  With  the 
excellent  feed  the  lake  affords  these  fish  should 
thrive,  and  will  in  twelve  months  give  good  sport 
to  anglers.  Good  fish  are  to  be  obtained  now, 
and  should  favourable  weather  continue  the 
lake,  with  its  magnificent  scenery  and  pleasing 
associations,  may  be  thought  worthy  of  a 
visit.”  Thought  worthy  of  a  visit !  thought 
worthy  of  a  visit !  The  entire  district  bristles 
with  reminiscences  of  the  past.  Rydal  Mount  is 
still  preserved,  once  the  residence  of  the  poet 
Wordsworth  at  the  time  when  Robert  Southey, 
when  Poet  Laureate,  dwelt  at  Greta  Hall,  and 
Coleridge  occupied  a  cottage  close  to  Keswick, 
and  Professor  Wilson,  fresh  from  Oxford,  abode 
at  Elleray.  Why, ’tis  classic  ground!  Winder- 
mere  as  seen  from  Elleray,  it  is  said  by  a  com¬ 
petent  authority,  is  seen  at  its  best — every  point 
and  bay  as  viewed  from  that  lofty  standpoint  lies 
unveiled  directly  the  morning  mist  clears  away 
and  the  whole  landscape  is  revealed.  Thomas 
De  Quincey,  who  for  years  resided  at  Elleray  with 
“  Kit  North,”  and  shared  his  purse,  in  a  charming 
letter  to  the  Edinburgh  Literary  Gazette,  in  1829, 
gives  a  striking  description  of  Elleray,  Professor 
Wilson’s  home : — “  With  the  usual  latitude  of 
language  in  such  cases  I  say  on  Windermere,  but 
in  fact  this  charming  estate  lies  far  above  the 
lake,  and  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  its 
domestic  features  is  the  foreground  of  the  rich 
landscape  which  connects  by  the  most  gentle 
scale  of  declivities  this  most  aerial  altitude  with 
the  sylvan  margin  of  the  deep  water  which  rolls 
a  mile  and  a  half  below.  When  1  say  a  mile  and 
a  half  you  will  understand  me  to  compute  the 
descent  according  to  the  undulations  of  the  ground, 
because  else  the  perpendicular  elevation  above 
the  level  of  the  lake  cannot  be  above  one  half  of 
that  extent.  Seated  on  such  an  eminence,  but 
yet  surrounded  by  foregrounds  of  such  quiet 
beauty,  and  settling  downwards  towards  the  lake 
by  such  tranquil  steps  as  to  take  away  every  feeling 
of  precipitous  or  dangerous  elevation.  Stepping 
out  from  the  very  windows  of  the  drawing-room 


you  find  yourself  on  a  terrace  which  gives  you  a 
feeling  of  a  “  specular  height,”  such  as  you 
might  expect  on  Ararat,  or  might  appropriately 
conceive  on  “  Athos  seen  from  Samothrace.” 
The  whole  course  of  a  noble  lake,  about  eleven 
miles  long,  lies  subject  to  your  view,  with  many 
of  its  islands,  and  its  two  opposite  shores  so  dif¬ 
ferent  in  character,  the  one  stern,  precipitous, 
and  gloomy,  the  other  (and  luckily  the  hither 
one)  by  the  mere  bounty  of  nature  and  of  acci¬ 
dent — by  the  happy  disposition  of  the  ground 
originally,  and  by  the  fortunate  equilibrium 
between  the  sylvan  tracks,  meandering  irregu¬ 
larly  through  the  whole  district,  and  the  propor¬ 
tion  left  to  verdant  fields  and  meadows — wearing 
the  character  of  the  richest  park  scenery;  except 
indeed  that  this  character  is  here  and  there 
modified  by  a  quiet  hedgerow,  or  the  stealing 
smoke  which  betrays  the  embowered  cottage  of 
a  labourer.  But  the  sublime,  peculiar,  and  nots 
to-be-forgotten  feature  of  the  scene  is  the  great 
system  of  mountains  which  unite  about  five  mile- 
off  at  the  head  of  the  lake  to  lock  in  and  enclose 
this  noble  landscape.  The  several  ranges  of 
mountains  which  stand  at  various  distances 
within  six  or  seven  miles  of  the  little  town  of 
Ambleside,  all  separatelv  various  in  their  forms, 
and  all  eminently  picturesque,  when  seen  from 
Elleray,  appear  to  blend  and  group  as  parts  of 
one  connected  whole,  and,  when  their  usual 
drapery  of  clouds  happens  to  take  a  fortunate 
arrangement,  and  the  sunlights  are  properly 
broken  and  thrown  from  the  most  suitable 
quarter  of  the  heavens,  I  cannot  recollect  any 
spectacle  in  England  or  Wales,  of  the 
many  hundreds  I  had  seen,  bearing  a  local, 
if  not  a  national  reputation  for  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  prospect,  which  so  much  dilates  the 
heart  with  a  sense  of  power  and  aerial 
sublimity  as  the  terrace  view  from  Elleray.” 
Thus  wrote  the  immortal  “  opium  eater  ”  anent 
“  Christopher  North’s”  residence  on  Lake  Winder- 
mere.  I  shall  come  to  the  fishing  directly,  but 
“  Kit  North  ”  was  not  only  a  mighty  angler,  he 
wasastill  mightier  pedestrian,  afoighter,alouper, 
and  a  wrestler,  and  in  that  connection  makes 
mince  meat  of  the  entire  kit  (no  pun)  of  the  lake 
poets.  He  caught  his  first  fish  when  three  years 
old  in  a  “  wee  burnie  ”  up  Paisley  way,  where  the 
blue  eyed,  yellow  haired  laddie  first  saw  the  light, 
and  when  about  two  years  older  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  delivering  a  weekly  sermon  to  his  sisters 
and  the  servants  trom  the  subjoined  text  chosen 
from  his  fertile  brain.  This  was  the  text,  “  There 
was  a  fish,  and  it  was  a  de’il  o’  a  fish,  and  it  was  ill 
to  its  young  anes.”  It  is  related  that  in  this  un¬ 
fledged  sermon  he  displayed  an  amount  of 
eloquence  that  was  perfectly  astonishing  in  one 
so  young,  and  without  doubt  these  weekly 
harangues  foreshadowed  his  future  greatness.  But 
what  an  angler  !  One  day  Wilson  took  a  hundred 
and  thirty  out  of  Loch  Awe,  and  by  his  letters  to 
his  wife  even  larger  numbers  were  taken  by  him. 
But  listen  to  the  “  Shepherd  ”  anent  his  mode  of 
fishing  on  Windermere.  Firstly,  let  me  mention 
Wilson’s  letter  to  Hogg  about  the  year  181£, 
“  My  dear  Shepherd, — i  am  in  Edinburgh,  and 
wish  to  be  out  of  it.  Mrs.  Wilson  and  I  walked 
350  miles  in  the  Highlands,  between  the  5th  of 
July  and  the  12th  of  August,  sojourning  in  divers 
glens  from  Sabbath  unto  Sabbath,  fishing,  eating, 
and  staring.  I  purpose  appearing  in  Glasgow  on 
Thursday,  where  I  shall  stay  till  the  circuit  is 
over,  I  then  go  to  Elleray,  in  the  character  of  a 
Benedictine  monk,  till  the  beginning  of  November. 
Now  pause  and  attend.  If  you  will  meet  me  at 
Moffat  on  Oct.  6th,  I  will  walk  or  mail  it  with 
you  to  Elleray,  and  treat  you  then  with  fowls  and 
Irish  whisky.  Immediately  on  receipt  of  this, 
write  a  letter  to  me  at  Mr.  Smith’s  book  shop, 
Huicheson-street,  Glasgow,  saying  positively  if 
you  will  or  will  not  do  so.  If  you  don’t,  I  will 
lick  you,  and  fish  up  Douglas  Burn  before  you 
next  time  I  come  to  Ettrick.  After  sucn  a 
striking  invitation,  of  course  the  shepherd  went 
to  Elleray  by  way  of  Moffat,  but  I  don’t  recollect 
whether  they  mailed  the  distance  or  walked  it. — 

“  Through  flood  and  through  mire 
Over  bush  and  over  briar.” 

At  any  rate  here  is  Hogg’s  description  of  the 
Professor’s  modeof  fishing  on  Lake  Windermere  ; 
“  In  he  used  to  gang,  out,  out,  out,  and  ever  sae 
far  out  frae  the  point  o’  a  promontory,  sinking 
aye  further  and  further  doon,  first  to  the  waist- 
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band  o’  bia  breeks,  then  up  to  the  middle  button 
o’  his  waistcoat,  th'-n  to  the  verra  briest,  then  to 
the  oxters,  then  to  the  neck,  and  then  to  the 
Terra  chin  o'  him,  sae  that  you  wimnered  how  he 
could  ding  the  flee,  till  last  o’  a’ he  would  plump 
richt  oot  o’  sight  till  Billy  Balmer.  his  favourite 
henchman,  thocht  him  drooned  !  No  he,  indeed  ; 
sae  he  takes  to  the  sooming  and  strikes  awa  wi’ 
ae  arm,  for  the  ither  had  baud  o’  the  rod.  and 
could  ye  believe'c,  though  it's  as  true  as  Scripture, 
fishing  a’  the  time,  that  no  a  moment  o’  the  cloudy 
day-  micht  be  lost ;  ettles  at  an  island  a  quarter 
o’  a  mile  aff,  wi’  trees,  and  an  auld  ruin  o'  a 
Telegious  house,  wherein  beads  used  to  becounted, 
and  wafers  eaten,  and  mass  muttered  hundreds  o’ 
years  ago;  and  getting  footing  on  a  yellow  sand 
or  the  green  sward,  he  but  gies  himself  a  shake, 
and  ere  the  sun  looks  out  o’  theclud  has  hyucket 
a  four  pounder,  which  in  four  minutes  (for  it’s  a 
multiplying  pirn  the  cretur  uses)  he  lands,  gasp¬ 
ing  through  the  giant  gills,  and  glittering  wi’  a 
thousand  spots,  streaks,  and  stars,  on  the  shore.” 

The  Shepherd,  however,”  some  fourte^n  years 
later  refused  an  invitation  to  visit  Westmorland 
in  the  following  characteristic  letter,  which  I  can¬ 
not  forbear  quoting  at  it  is  such  a  rich  production  : 
“Mount  Benger,  August  11,  1829.  My  dear  and 
honoured  John, — I  never  thought  you  had  been  so 
unconscionable  as  to  desire  a  sportsman  on  the 
11th  or  even  the  13th  of  August  to  leave  Ettrick 
Forestfor  the  bare  scraggy  hills  of  Westmoreland  ! 
Ettrick  Forest  where  the  black  cocks  and 
white  cocks,  brown  cocks  and  grey  cocks, 
ducks,  plovers,  and  peasewerps  and  whilly 
whaups  are  as  thick  as  the  flocks  that 
cover  her  mountains,  and  come  to  the  hills  of 
Westmoreland  that  can  nourish  nothing  better 
than  a  castrel  or  stonechat.  To  leave  the  great 
yellow  fir  of  Yarrow,  or  the  still  larger  grey- 
locher  for  the  degenerate  fry  of  Troutbeck, 
Esthwaite  or  even  Wastwater.  No,  no,  the 
request  will  not  do,  it  is  an  unreasonable  one,  and 
therefore  not  unlike  yourself,  for,  besides,  what 
would  become  of  Old  North  and  Blackwood,  and 
all  oi;r  friends  for  game  were  I  to  come  to 
Elleray  just  now  ?  I  know  of  no  home  of  man 
where  I  could  be  so  happy  within  doors  with  so 
many  lovely  and  joyous  faces  around  me,  but  this 
is  not  the  season  for  indoor  enjoyments,  they 
must  be  reaped  on  the  wastes  of  the  blooming 
heath,  by  the  silver  spring,  or  swathed  in  the 
delicious  breeze  of  the  wilderness.  Happy  days 
to  you  and  a  safe  return. — Yours  respectfully, 
James  Hogg.”  The  Shepherd  is  correct  enough 
in  regard  to  some  of  the  hare  hills  of  Westmore¬ 
land,  but  he  cannot  persuade  the  present  genera¬ 
tion  that  Ettrick  Forest  or  the  braes  of  Yarrow 
are  anything  to  be  compared  to  Windermere, 
Keswick,  Ullswater,  or  Grasmere.  But  to  the 
fishing  proper.  It  is  impossible  to  say  in  the 
face  of  the  new  angling  arrangements  in  the 
Lake  District  what  the  outcome  will  be,  but 
Windermere  and  Coniston  promise  well  at  the 
outset,  the  last  named  perhaps  leads  the  way  at 
present,  and  will  be  in  fishing  order  before  the 
larger  lake  has  got  into  full  swing.  The  scenery 
around  Coniston  is  surpassingly  fine,  and  in 
some  respects  resembles  that  in  the  vicinity  of 
Keswick,  most  charming  of  holiday  resorts. 
Although  Coniston  can  never  equal  Windermere 
in  its  diverse  and  manifold  attractions,  it  is  no 
mean  rival,  and  will  attract  crowds  of  visitors 
this  year,  under  the  new  aspect  of  affairs  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  gentle  craft.  Harking  back 
some  ten  years  ago,  the  best  trout  fishing  in  the 
district  then  was  to  be  had  in  the  River  Lever, 
which  flows  out  of  the  lake  at  Newby  Bridge. 
Pike  fishing  on  the  lake  was  at  that  time  the 
principal  sport,  though  trout  fishing  in  some  parts 
was  fair,and  an  occasional  char  might  be  taken.  One 
curious  circumstance  should  nob  be  left  without 
mention.  Lake  AVindermere  is  fed  principally  by 
two  rivers,  the  Brathay  and  the  Rothay,  which 
tinite  and  empty  themselves  into  the  lake  near 
the  Waterhead  Hotel.  Now  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
trout,  with  few  exceptions,  ascend  the  Rothay  to 
spawn,  whilst  the  char  almost  invariably  ascend 
the  Brathay  for  that  purpose.  As  regards  boats, 
the  best  supply  is  to  be  had  at  Bowness.  Here 
are  all  kinds  both  for  rowing  and  sailing,  but 
the  latter  are  to  bo  avoided,  as  even  with  the 
most  skilful  management  there  is  great  danger 
from  the  sudden  squalls  which  come  down  from 
the  mountains.  The  perch  fisher  can  also  enjoy 
his  much-loved  sport  almost  anywhere  ou  the 


lake.  The  perch  run  in  very  fair  size,  and  are 
admirable  specimens  of  their  class.  Minnows 
and  worms  are  the  principal  baits,  and  both  are 
plentiful.  Some  of  the  best  perch  are  taken  in 
the  deeper  parts  of  the  lake  by  anchoring  your 
boat  and  fishing  with  hand  lines,  which  are  made 
with  a  good  lead  at  the  end  of  the  line  to  reach 
the  bottom.  A  piece  of  whalebone  is  then 
fastened  about  18in.  above,  which  is  about  a  foot 
long,  and  extends  at  right  angles  from  the  line. 
To  each  extremity  are  attached  single  hooks  on 
one  strand  of  gut,  and  baited  with  worm  or 
minnow.  The  line  is  paid  out  until  the  lead  just 
rests  on  the  bottom,  when  the  slightest  bite  is 
felt  and  the  line  hauled  up.  There  is  a  cap  tal 
place  for  perch  on  the  opposite  side  of  Bowness, 
where  Cunsey  Beck,  flowing  from  Esthwaite 
Water,  runs  into  the  lake. 

{To  he  continued.) 


THE  FISHING  TACKLE  EXHIBITS  AT 
WESTMINSTER  AQUARIUM. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  intend  to  visit  the  so- 
called  “Fisheries  Exhibition” — it  is  really  an 
excellent,  but  small,  exhibition  of  rods  and  tackle 
— are  reminded  that  to-day,  April  15,  is  the  last 
day.  It  is  well  worth  a  visit,  as  we  pointed  out 
in  our  notice  on  March  25,  which  pretty  well 
covered  the  ground.  One  or  two  things  deserve 
special  notice,  such  as  the  registered  “  Gaiter 
Wader,”  the  capital  ideaof  Mr.  R.  H.  Hardy.  To  an 
ordinary  waterproof  fishing-stocking  is  attached, 
in  the  same  material,  a  gaiter  which  is  turned  up 
when  you  put  on  your  sock  and  brogue,  and  then 
turned  down  over  them.  Its  advantages  are,  that 
it  effectually  prevents  sand  and  mud  getting  into 
the  boots ;  it  keeps  the  laces,  buckles,  straps,  &c., 
clean  ;  it  protects  the  waders,  and  makes  walking 
through  weeds,  grass,  &c.,  less  fatiguing. 


Finally,  it  is  very  neat  in  appearance,  as  it  covers 
the  useful  but  ugly  woollen  socks  and  brogue  tops. 

The  illustration  explains  the  idea  at  once.  The 
“  Houghton  ”  creel  is  another  good  thing  well 
worth  inspection.  We  recommend  Messrs. 
Hardy  to  adopt  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod’s  excellent  plan 
for  lining  the  creel  and  holding  the  lining — we 
have  used  nothing  else  since  he  kindly  got  one 
fitted  for  us  some  years  ago.  The  lining  is  black 
waterproof  cloth,  with  the  rubber  on  the  surface, 
so  that  it  is  always  perfectly  easy  to  clean  it. 

At  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith’s  stand,  the  visitor  should 
ask  to  see  the  Palmers  and  similar  trout  flies 
dressed  with  fine  natural  cock’s  hackles,  also  her 
new  sea  trout  patterns. 

The  other  firms  exhibiting  are  Messrs.  J 
Enright  and  Son,  D.  Slater  and  Co.,  Ogden  and 
Scotford,  Godfrey  C.  Cooper,  John  R.  Richardson, 
J.  Bernard  and  Son — all  excellent  shows. 

Messrs.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  have  a  good 
show  of  sea  lines  and  nets.  Anglers  who  go  in 
for  sea  fishing  should  get  their  illustrated  cata¬ 
logue. 


THE  SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL 
SOCIETY. 


AAY  have  received  from  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Booth, 
the  indefatigable  hon.  secretary  of  the  Sussex 
Piscatorial  Society,  a  copy  of  the  “  Report  ”  for 
1892,  giving  the  objects,  rules,  list  of  members, 
reprints  of  papers  read,  &c.,  and  we  are  very  glad  | 
indeed  to  state  that  the  report  is  in  every  way  a 


most  favourable  one,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  extracts  : — 

Your  committee,  in  presenting  the  report  and  balance 
sheet  for  the  year  1892,  have  again  the  pleasure  of  con¬ 
gratulating  the  members  upon  the  continued  prosperity 
of  the  society.  The  number  of  fish  captured  and  the 
high  average  weight  attained  are  alike  creditable,  while 
the  many  additions  of  specimen  fish  to  the  walla  of  our 
headquarters  add  much  to  the  attractiveness  of  the 
place. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  members  who  seldom  visit 
headquarters,  we  may  state  that  the  table  will  always 
be  found  well  supplied  with  current  literature,  including 
Brighton  newspapers.  Fishing  Gazette,  Review  of 
Reviews,  The  Graphic,  The  American  Angler,  Rod  and 
Gun,  Angling,  &o.,  while  the  library  contains  many 
valuable  and  interesting  works. 

Owing  to  Mr.  Hamshar  leaving  Bolney,  the  society 
can  no  longer  fish  in  the  lakes  there,  but  Mr.  Manning- 
ton,  of  Isfield,  very  kindly  allows  members  to  fish  in 
his  water,  so  that  the  society  will  not  have  the  use  of 
one  water  the  less. 

In  addition  to  this  new  water  the  chain  of  ponds  at 
Plashett  Park,  Isfield,  iis  placed  at  the  service  of  the 
society  by  W.  L.  Christie,  Esq.,  who  at  the  same  time 
kindly  consents  to  act  as  one  of  our  vice-presidents. 
Chas.  Sergison,  Esq.,  has  added  the  waters  of  Slaugham 
to  our  list,  and  allows  the  society  to  keep  a  punt  upon 
the  water  at  Cuckfleld ;  this  punt  has  been  generously 
presented  to  the  society  by  Mr.  Butler.  Early  in  the 
year  a  few  Loch  Leven  trout,  hatched  by  the  Brighton 
Aquarium  Company,  were  turned  into  the  trout  stream 
at  Burgess  Hill,  while  the  stream  itself  has  been  im¬ 
proved  by  driving  in  railway  sleepers  and  making  bays. 
Some  yearling  trout,  Salmo  fario,  and  S.  Levenensis 
have  been  placed  in  the  stream  at  Hassocks,  where  it  is 
hoped  they  will  thrive.  They  were  intended  for  our 
water  at  Burgpss  Hill,  but,  owing  to  delay  in  transit, 
did  not  arrive  until  late  at  night,  and  were  turned  into 
this  stream  to  save  their  lives. 

During  the  past  year  papers  have  been  read  by  Mr. 
Shrubsole  (who  kindly  came  down  from  London  for  the 
purpose),  the  Honorary  Secretary,  and  by  Dr.  Snell. 
The  appreciation  which  was  shown  by  the  members  and 
friends  upon  these  occasions  encourages  the  committee 
to  hope  that  other  members  will  “  do  likewise  ”  during 
the  ensuing  year.  (Please  note  that  papers  have  been 
promised  for  the  last  Wednesday  in  each  month  in  1893, 
the  papers  to  be  followed  by  discussion.) 

By  the  permission  of  the  Earl  of  Chichester,  Palmer 
pond  was  again  netted,  Mr.  Wells,  the  fish  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Brighton  Aquarium,  again  going!  over  with 
boats  and  nets.  The  result  of  the  expedition  was  that 
about  2000  rudd  were  turned  into  the  Ouse,  about  600 
into  the  water  at  Queen’s  Park,  and  3000  into  the 
society’s  and  other  tanks  at  the  Aquarium.  Some 
hundreds  were  also  sent  to  the  Crystal  Palace. 

Although  the  society  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
increased  membership,  our  number,  including  honorary 
members,  nearly  reaching  one  hundred,  yet  the  loss 
that  has  been  sustained  by  the  death  of  Alderman 
Soper,  J.P.,  will  be  long  and  severely  felt.  He  was  one 
of  the  society’s  earliest  friends,  and  his  genial  presence 
at  our  meetings  will  long  be  remembered. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Abergavenny,  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Sussex,  has  kindly  consented  to  act  as 
our  president,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Lord  Hampden, 
who,  by  occupying  that  position  in  the  first  year  of  the 
society’s  existence,  set  an  example  to  the  county  that 
has  proved  of  great  value. 

Your  committee  hope  in  a  short  time  to  secure  some 
valuable  fly-fishing  for  the  members. 

The  thanks  of  the  society  are  again  due  to  the  London, 
Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  for  the  privilege 
tickets  granted  by  them ;  while  the  Brighton  Aquarium 
Company  has  again  rendered  valuable  assistance. 

We  once  more  congratulate  the  society  upon  its  sound 
financial  position ;  but  we  may  remind  the  members  that 
if  we  had  to  hire  all  the  waters  we  are  now  allowed  to 
fish  there  would  be  a  considerable  deficit,  instead  of  a 
balance  on  the  right  side.  Mr.  Percy  Keeling  has  well 
earned  the  “  specimen  ”  prize  so  liberally  given  by  Wm. 
Holland,  Esq.,  with  a  splendidly  shaped  8 Jib.  Thames 
trout;  while  Mr.  Gillam  takes  Mr.  Holland,  jun.’s  prize 
for  greatest  weight  of  fish  weighed-in  at  headquarters. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  thanking  our 
president,  our  vice-presidents,  and  those  gentlemen 
who  have  again  placed  their  waters  at  the  service  of  the 
society,  not  omitting  Mr.  Hamshar,  who  was  one  of 
our  earliest  supporters.  Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  the 
donors  of  prizes,  books,  specimen  fish,  and  objects  for 
our  museum. 

Our  first  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Old  Ship 
Hotel  on  May  4,  the  late  Alderman  S.  H.  Soper 
presiding,  and  was  a  great  success. 

We  would  remind  those  outside  our  ranks  that  our 
standard  for  the  retention  of  fish  is  so  commendably 
high  that  gross  weight  competitions,  as  suoh,  are 
impossible. 

There  are  a  few  lockers  to  be  let  at  headquarters, 
rent  2s.  6d.  per  year. 

A  subscription  silver  cup  will  be  fished  for  this  year 
(entrance  fee  5s),  to  bo  given  “  for  the  best  specimen 
Lesh-water  fish  taken  in  club  or  Sussex  public  water.” 
For  conditions,  apply  to  assistant  hon  secretary. 

Following  the  report  we  have  capital  papers  by 
Mr.  AVm.  F.  Booth,  entitled  “  Fish  out  of  AVater  ” 
and  “The  Fresh-water  Aquarium,”  and  a 
specially  interesting  one  on  “  Dry  Fly  Fishing  ” 
by  Dr.  Snell. 

Others  papers  are  promised  for  this  present  year 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  15,  1893. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS’  SOCIETY. 
(Temporary  Headquarters,  66,  Hayniarket,  S.W .) 

President — Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  Bart,  D.L.,  J._P' 
Vice-presidents — Rigrht  Hon.  Sir  W.  T.  Marnott, 
O.C.,  M.P..  Sir  Albert  Rollitt,  M.P.,  H.  Foster,  Esq., 
M.P.,  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Deal,  His  Worship  the 
Mayor  of  Dover,  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Scarborough 
His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Yarmouth,  the  Chairman  of 
the  SootchFishery  Board,  Col.  Lane,  J.P.,  Major  Clifford 
Probyn,  L.C.C.,  Capt.  Lambton  Young,  W.  H.  Berneis, 
Esq.,  J.  W.  Blakey,  Esq.  {Northern  Angler),  C.  H.  Cook, 
Esq.,  Gerald  Geogbegan,  Esq.,  Samuel  Harwood,  Esq. 
(Lnnd  and  Water),  J.  Watson  Lyall,  Esq.  ( Rod  and  Ouii), 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.  {Fishing  Gazette),  T.  R.  Sachs,  Esq., 
W.  Senior,  Esq.  (Field),  J.'S.  Wilcocks,  Esq. 

■This  60ciet3'  has  for  its  objects  : — 1.  To  give  members 
increased  facilities  for  enjoying  the  sport  of  sea  fishing, 
by  as  far  as  possible  providing  members  with  boats,  bait, 
charts,  reliable  information,  reduced  fares  and  accommo¬ 
dation,  <to.  2.  To  form  local  branches  with  boats  and 
club  houses  in  coast  towns.  3.  To  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  sea  fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom,  by  co-opera¬ 
ting  in  all  movements  having  that  end  in  view,  by 
collecting  and  publishing  the  observations  of  sea  anglers 
on  the  migrations,  &c.,  of  our  sea  fish. 

Within  a  month  of  its  foundation  a  large  number  of 
gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  our  coasts  have  signified 
their  intention  of  becoming  members. 

Arrangements  have  already  been  concluded  with  cor¬ 
responding  members  at  the  following  important  stations  : 
Belfast,  Bexhill,  Brighton,  Deal,  Dover,  Exmouth, 
Kingsbridge,  Plymouth,  Portsmouth,  Scarborough, 
Shoreham,  Southampton,  Great  Yarmouth,  Yarmouth 
(1.  of  W.),  and  other  places. 

The  committee  are  in  communication  with  the  leading 
railway  companies  on  the  subject  of  privilege  tickets, 
and  have  every  reason  to  believe  that,  as  the  number 
of  members  increases,  the  desired  facilities  will  be 
granted. 

Offers  of  considerably  reduced  tariff  for  members  of 
the  society  have  been  received  from  hotel  proprietors  in 
most  of  the  aforementioned  towns,  and  systematic  steps 
are  being  taken,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  lead  to  the 
publication  at  no  distant  date  of  an  extensive  list  of 
specially-appointed  hotels  at  which  members  will  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  exceptional  rates. 

A  list  of  boatmen  appointed  by  the  society  at  all  our 
chief  seaports  has  already  been  opened  at  headquarters, 
and  is  being  continually  added  to.  They  will  supply 
members  with  boats  and  bait  at  a  fixed  and  reduced  rate 
by  the  tide,  day,  or  week.  The  list  will  be  published  in 
time  for  the  coming  season. 

The  committee  are  already  considering  a  most  satis¬ 
factory  plan  by  which  reports,  transmitted  by  code  tele¬ 
gram,  as  to  the  state  of  wind  and  weather  and  general 
fishing  prospects,  will  be  available  to  members  at  head¬ 
quarters  or  transmitted  by  post  on  every  Friday  in  the 
season.  Information  is  also  being  collected  in  a  register 
from  newspapers  and  special  correspondence  in  regard 
to  the  sport  obtainable  at  the  best  stations  in  the  king¬ 
dom;  and  it  is  proposed,  with  the  further  development 
of  the  society,  to  compile  and  publish  a  journal. 

It  is  hoped  that  many  fresh-water  anglers  will  take 
advantage  of  the  society’s  arrangements  to  enjoy  a  little 
sea-fishing  during  the  coming  close  season.  As  one 
example  of  many,  itmaybe  mentioned  that  two  members 
could  stay  at  a  certain  town  on  the  S.E.  coast  from 
Saturday  evening  to  Monday  morning,  including  board 
and  a  boat  for  the  whole  of  Sunday,  at  a  cost,  exclus  ive 
of  railway  fare  of  about  12s.  each. 

While  taking  these  preliminary  steps  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  members,  the  committee  are  not  losingsight 
of  the  wider  objects  in  connection  with  the  welfare  of 
our  fisheries.  ,  i 

The  committee  would  point  out  that  every  substantial 
increase  in  the  number  of  members  means  greater  chance 
of  obtaining  the  support  of  the  railway  companies,  and 
of  gaining  other  privileges  generally. 

The  annual  subscription  is  lOs.  6d.,  or  5s.  6d.  for  ladies 
and  boys  under  15,  and  for  active  members  of  angling 
clubs,  and  can  be  sent,  with  application  for  membership, 
to  the  hon.  sec.,  F.  G.  Aflalo,  66,  Haymarket,  S.W.,  or 
5,  Beverley -road,  Anerley,  S.E. 


WYCOMBE  ANGLING  AND  TROUT  PRESERVA¬ 
TION  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  on 
Tuesday  evening  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Mr.  Thurlow 
presiding.  The  secretary  read  the  following  report ; 

“  Your  committee  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting 
the  fourteenth  annual  report  and  balance  sheet,  and  are 
glad  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  members  upon  the 
satisfactory  financial  position  of  the  association.  As 
was  anticipated  by  the  committee  in  their  annual  report 
for  1891.  the  fishing  of  last  season  proved  to  be  of  excel¬ 
lent  order,  the  water  being  in  fair  condition  throughout 
the  season,  and  the  fish  larger  than  for  many  years  past. 
The  committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
no  disasters,  such  as  poisoning  or  destruction  by 
mud,  have  happened  this  season.  The  committee 
have  purchased  from  the  Howietoun  Fisheries,  Stirling, 
270  two-year-old  trout,  and  turned  them  into  different 
parts  of  the  river  rented  by  the  association ;  and 
although  the  expense  was  somewhat  heavy,  the 
committee  felt  that  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the 
association  justified  them  in  this  course.  As  will  be 
seen  from  the  balance-sheet,  the  treasurer  has  a  bala-nce 
in  hand  of  .£18  17s.  3d.  in  favour  of  the  association, 
which  the  committee  regard  as  highly  satisfactory.  The 
committee  look  forward  to  some  excellent  fishing  this 


season,  there  being  a  good  stock  of  fish  and  the  springs 
rising  well.  Mr.  Clarke,  one  of  the  honorary  secretaries, 
has  intimated  his  intention  of  resigning  his  position,  and 
your  committee  have  to  report  that  Mr.  R.  F.  Jackson, 
of  Marlow,  has  kindly  consented  to  fill  the  post.” 

The  Chairman  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report 
and  balance  sheet,  said  they  would  see  from  the  report 
and  balance  sheet  that  the  society  was  in  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  financial  position,  and  he  could  not  help  bearing 
testimony  to  the  able  financial  qualities  of  the  hon.  sec. 
whom  they  were  about  to  lose.  Considering  that  the 
society  was  somewhere  about  .£3(1  in  debt  when  he  took 
the  reins,  and  that  now  they  had  a  balance  of  over  ^618, 
it  showed  a  great  amount  of  energy,  tact,  and  good 
management.  Mr.  Clarke  told  them  last  year  he  desired 
to  resign,  but  under  considerable  pressure  he  consented 
to  remain  in  office  another  year  on  the  distinct  under¬ 
standing  that  they  should  appoint  another  secretary  this 
year.  He  was  pleased  that  their  good  friend  Mr.  Jack- 
son,  who  had  a  good  deal  of  leisure  and  was  very  fond  of 
fishing,  had  agreed  to  take  the  office.  They  were  very 
much  obliged  to  him,  and  any  assistance  he  (the  Chair¬ 
man)  could  give  Mr.  Jackson  in  local  emergencies,  he 
should  be  delighted  to  render.  They  had  heard  from  the 
report  that  a  large  number  of  fish  had  been  turned  in, 
and  he  might  say  from  an  inspectiom  of  the  water,  that 
it  was  now  well-stocked.  They  had  made  great  efforts 
to  obtain  heavier  fish,  and  they  would  have  liked, 
instead  of  the  270  two-year-old  fish,  to  have  turned  in  a 
smaller  proportion  of  tbree-year-olds ;  but  anyone  who 
had  anything  to  do  with  fishing  knew  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  obtain  large  fish  such  as  they  might  turn 
in  and  kill  the  same  season.  Even  if  they  paid  the 
exorbitant  priee  demanded  by  fish  breeders,  the  supply 
was  limited,  and  it  was  almost  impossible,  unless  they 
ordered  a  long  time  beforehand,  to  obtain  a  supply  of 
killable  fish.  Next  year  barring  accidents  such  as  the 
mud  coming  down  or  the  fish  being  poisoned  from  the 
mills,  they  would  have  a  capital  stock  of  fish  all  the  way 
from  West  Wycombe  to  Loudwater. 

Mr.  Lunnon  seconded  the  proposition,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  election  of  officers  was  the  next  business,  and  re¬ 
sulted  as  follows ;  President,  Lord  Carrington  ;  vice- 
presidents,  Major  Gilbey,  Messrs.  A.  C.  Faulkner,  J. 
Thurlow,  and  G.  H.  Orton;  Committee— Messrs.  D. 
Bassett,  A.  F.  Jackson,  R.  E.  Booker,  W.  P.  Horton, 
E.  J.  Lunnon,  and  Capt.  Adams  ;  Hon.  Secs,  and  Trea¬ 
surer — Messrs.  J.  Thurlow  andR.  F.  Jackson  ;  Auditor — 
Mr.  J.  Bowden;  Bailiff  and  fishing  attendant— Mr.  W. 

Child,  jun.  ,  1  , . 

Some  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  duration  of  the 
fishing  season.  Mr.  Jackson  proposed  and  Mr.  Faulkner 
seconded  that  fishing  commence  on  April  15,  and  end  on 
Sept.  15,  and  this  was  agreed  to,  though  the  chairman 
and  Mr.  Clarke  were  both  of  opinion  that  the  date  of 
commencement  was  too  early.  It  was  resolved  that  the 
standard  size  of  killable  fish  should  be  12in. 

Mr.  Clarke  reported  that  there  were  vacancies  for  one 
member  residing  outside  Wycombe  and  four  residing 
within  the  borough.  To  the  former  vacancy  Mr.  R. 
Griffin,  of  Court  Garden,  Marlow,  was  elected  on  the  pro¬ 
position  of  Messrs.  Faulkner  and  Jackson. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  Messrs.  H.  S.  Wheeler 
and  Soper  for  courtesy  and  facilities  extended  to  the 
Association  in  their  reaches  of  the  stream. 

Mr.  Clarke  suggested  that  a  breeding  bad  should  be 
secured,  so  that  instead  of  having  to  spend  a  lot  of 
monev  in  buying  fish,  they  might  rear  trout  to  stock 
their  own  water,  and  possibly  also  make  something  out 
of  what  fish  they  might  sell.  He  had  in  mind  a  piece 
of  water  that  was  suitable— below  Bassetsbury  Mill,  a 
place  where  they  turned  in  some  fry  a  few  years  ago. 
The  result  of  that  was  that  they  had  more  store  fish  in 
the  river  now  than  they  would  have  done.  It  was  a 
suitable  water  because  its  outlet  was  into  the  main 
stream,  and  not  the  back  stream,  which  had  no  fishing  ; 
those,  therefore,  that  escaped  would  go  into  the  fishing 
ground.  He  moved  that  the  secretaries  be  asked  to 
make  enquiries  as  to  the  best  piece  of  water  that  could 
be  obtained  for  use  tor  breeding  purposes,  and  the 
rent  that  would  be  payable,  and  ascertain  also  the 
probable  expense  of  fitting  up  and  maintaining  a 
breeding  ground  ;  that  they  should  report  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  at  their  next  meeting,  and  that  the  committee 
should  have  power  to  act  in  ttie  matter  as  they  deemed 

desirable.  ,  j  . 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Basset  and  assented  to. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  secretary  con¬ 
cluded  the  meeting. 


Mr.  R.  C.  Foster’s  Otter  Hounds.— On  Thursday, 
the  6th  inst.,Mr.  R.  C.  Foster’s  pack  of  otter  hounds 
met  at  Marshbrook  railway  station  to  hunt  the  brooks 
which  run  into  the  River  Clun.  There  was  a  good 
attendance,  and  the  weather  was  beautiful.  The  hounds 
were  put  on  below  the  station,  and,  in  a  short  time, 
came  on  a  good  drag  half  a  mile  down  the  water.  Ihe 
hounds  soon  made  short  work  of  him,  chopping  him  in 
his  holt.  It  was  a  bitch  otter,  and  scaled  161b.  They 
got  on  another  drag  in  the  same  brook,  but,  after  a 
time,  went  to  the  brook  Boyne,  another  tributary  of  the 
Clun,  about  five  miles  above  Craven  Arms.  Here  a  good 
drag  was  found,  and,  after  a  bit,  the  pack  got  on  scent 
on  the  land,  and  went  away  across  about  eight  or  nine 
fields  still  on  the  scent,  to  another  brook  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  away,  and  then  turned  back,  giving  tongue, 
to  the  same  brook,  where  they  found  him  at  home,  and 
after  a  good  hunt  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  he  was 
killed.  It  turned  out  another  bitch,  and  would  scale 
about  161b.  Both  otters  are  thought  to  have  been  Clun 
otters,  and  a  capital  day’s  sport  was  brought  to  a  close. 


S^rovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Association  was  held  at  the  head-quarters  on 
Thursday  evening,  April  6.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided. 
The  secretary  read  the  balance-sheet  for  the  quarter 
ending  March  31,  after  which  the  auditors  gave  in  their 
report,  which  went  to  show  that  the  sum  of  .£23  was 
carried  forward  to  the  general  account  of  the  association. 
The  report  was  received  and  adopted.  A  letter  was 
read  from  the  Fruitful  Vine  Society,  asking  the  per¬ 
mission  of  the  committee  to  remove  their  club  to  a  more 
suitable  place  of  meeting.  The  secretary  of  the  club, 
Mr.  Rabone,  who  is  a  member  of  the  committee,  stated 
that,  owing  to  the  management  of  their  present  club¬ 
house  the  club  had  considerably  decreased  in  its  mem¬ 
bership,  and  at  the  present  time  was  only  about  thirty 
strong  :  but  if  the  committee  allowed  them  to  remove  to 
a  more  suitable  place  of  meeting  the  club  would  be 
brought  back  to  its  original  strength.  No  opposition 
was  offered  by  any  of  the  clubs  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  and  it  was  decided  to  allow  the  club  to  remo^ 
to  the  Brook  Tavern,  Lennox-street,  Lozells  ;  the  club 
to  be  visited  when  settled  down  at  their  new  quarters, 
and  a  report  to  be  submitted  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
committee. 

A  case  of  misconduct  was  next  investigated,  the 
charge  being  laid  against  a  member  of  the  Old  Green  Man 
Society,  but  the  matter  was  allowed  to  stand  over  until 
the  next  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  the  members  of  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Association  that  the  London  and  North-Western 
Railway  Company  have  granted  their  members  the 
privilege  to  return  from  Lichfield  with  an  Aire  was  ticket 
on  Sundays,  that  is  if  the  tickets  are  taken  out  say,  for 
instance,  on  the  Saturday.  Anglers  desiring  to  return 
on  the  Sunday  with  the  Alrewas  ticket  will  be  able  to 
fish  down  to  Lichfield,  and  so  meet  the  train  there.  This 
will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  anglers  who  fish  the  Trent 
and  Mersey  Canal,  as  the  best  of  the  fishing  lays  in  this 
direction.  The  distance  between  the  two  stations  is 
about  five  miles,  which  is  a  splendid  country,  and  excel¬ 
lent  fishing  all  the  way. 

Oar  old  friend  Mr.  Hinton  leaves  the  Bull  Inn,  lern- 
hill  Heath,  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  so,  he  having  taken 
to  an  hotel  at  Cheltenham.  Mr.  Hinton  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  a  large  number  of  anglers  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  his  house  for  refreshments,  as  he  at  all 
times  made  it  his  special  study  to  cater  for  the  Biruiing- 
ham  anglers.  The  house,  I  hear,  will  be  taken  by  a 
gentleman  from  London,  who,  I  heat ,  is  an  ardent  angler, 
and  intends  to  do  all  he  can  for  the  anglers,  and  also  to 
try  and  improve  the  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Trout  fishing  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Birming¬ 
ham  has  been  very  quiet  so  far.  The  corporation  wateM 
at  Whitacre  have  so  far  not  yielded  anything  worth 
mentioning.  On  the  Severn  some  few  decent  fish  have 
been  taken,  chiefly  with  the  artificial  minnow.  A  good 
number  of  fish  have  been  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Earding- 
ton  and  Hiinpton  Lode.  These  places  are  by  far  the 
best  for  trout  tishing  for  the  Birmingham  and  Kidder- 
minster  anglers,  as  the  places  mentioned  are  easy  of 
access.  The  river  above  Eardington  has  lately  been 
better  looked  after,  and,  what  with  this  and  the  restock¬ 
ing  that  has  been  done  in  the  upper  reaches,  helps  to 
make  the  places  mentioned  better  now  than  they  have 
been  for  some  time  past.  More  than  this,  the  river 
at  these  places  is  suitable  for  trout  more  than  any 
other  portion  of  the  river  near  to  the  towns  mentioned. 
Good  accommodation  can  be  obtained  close  to  the  water 
side  all  the  way  up  the  river  from  Stourport  to  Bridge- 
north,  and  anyone  having  the  time  at  their  disposal 
could  not  do  better  than  spend  a  few  days  on  this 
portion  of  the  beautiful  Severn. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Since  my  last,  Easter  has  come  and  gone,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  the  holiday  anglers  in  the  various  Derby¬ 
shire  streams  had  not  a  very  gay  time  of  it,  so  far  as 
successful  angling  was  concerned.  The  weather,  how¬ 
ever,  was  so  gloriously  fine,  and  so  exceptionally  warm 
and  pleasant  for  the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  country 
was  looking  so  fresh  and  beautiful,  that,  even  though  there 
were  more  empty  creels  than  even  moderately  full  ones, 
if  they  did  not  enjoy  themselves  they  must  be  hard  to 
please,  and  very  dull  to  the  charms  of  nature  in 

spring.  ,, 

It  is  merely  a  truism,  of  course,  to  say  that  the  reason 
of  the  failure  was  because  the  trout  would  not  rise  at 
all  freely,  but  the  explanation  of  the  fact  is  not  very  far 
to  seek.  In  my  view  the  trout  have  not  yet  moved  out 
of  their  winter  haunts  in  the  deeper  water,  at  least  not 
to  any  great  extent,  and  hence  up  to  now  but  few  trout 
have  been  seen.  The  late  spawning  season  may  have 
something  to  do  with  this,  but  I  take  it  that  the  hard 
frost  during  the  night  never  allowed  the  shallower 
portions  of  the  water  to  get  very  warm  during  the  day, 
and  certainly  prevented  any  great  hatch  out  of  flies,  and 
consequently  any  very  general  or  marked  ”  rise.’  The 
waters,  too,  are  all  running  so  extremely  low  and  clear, 
in  fact  at  or  below  the  ordinary  summer  level— a 
phrase  which,  I  presume,  has  no  meaning  in  a  wet 
summer,  and  is  at  best  ambiguous — that  it  required,  and 
would  under  even  more  favourable  or  a,ny  conditions 
have  required  a  very  skilled  “  old  angling  hand  to 
accomplish  any  very  dire  slaughter.  The  fish  that  did 
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come  came  short  and  shy,  and  many  of  those  hooked 

were  lightly  hooked,  and  ultimately  lost. 

Such,  at  least,  was  the  excuse  advanced  hy  many  of 
the  unlucky  ones,  and  it  is  quite  consistent  with  the 
habits  of  tront  under  such  conditions  of  weather  and 
water. 

It  is  extremely  improbable  that  much  will  be  done  in 
the  principal  streams,  at  least  with  the  fly,  until  we 
have  some  rain  or  the  over  night  frosts  give  way.  With 
the  worm  or  minnow  (especially  towards  dusk)  there  is 
a  greater  prospect  of  success.  I  have  not  heard  of  much 
having  been  done  as  yet  in  the  Derbyshire  brooks,  but 
as  fly-fishing  is  rarely  practised  on  their  confined,  and, 
in  the  main,  tree-shadowed  waters,  the  worm  or  maggot, 
or  “  dapping  ”  with  the  minnow,  will  prove  deadly  even 
in  the  low  state  of  the  water.  I  have  never  seen  trout 
rising  in  any  of  these  brooks  with  any  freedom,  a  fact 
which  may  argue  a  calm  and  philosophical  acquiescence 
on  the  part  of  the  fish  in  the  methods  adopted  for  their 
capture. 

The  Trent  Board,  wisely  in  my  view,  have  decided 
not  to  grant  the  desired  extension  (in  some  <|uarters)  of 
the  open  season  for  trout  until  Oct.  1.5.  Boards  have, 
of  course,  the  power  of  extending  the  close  season,  pro¬ 
vided  the  open  season  does  not  begin  before  Feb.  2  nor 
be  prolonged  beyond  Nov.  2,  and  the  close  season 
extends  over  a  period  of  not  less  than  123  clear  days, 
but  to  extend  the  open  season  in  a  district  embracing 
many  and  varied  waters  beyond  Oct.  1  would  be  a 
dangerous  experiment.  Even  in  adjacent  streams  the 
time  of  spawning,  and  hence  the  condition  of  the  fish, 
varies,  and  seems  to  be  dependent  on  temperature  and 
other  causes  not  necessary  to  detail.  In  tributary  and 
parent  stream  the  same  will  be  found  to  hold  good.  In 
Derbyshire  the  Wye  is,  I  think,  an  earlier  stream  than 
the  Derwent,  while  the  spawning  operations  are  much 
sooner  over  and  the  trout  earlier  in  condition  in  the  brooks 
than  in  the  larger  rivers.  It  would  lead  to  considerable 
complication  to  have  different  close  times  for  different 
streams  under  the  same  jurisdiction,  audit  seems,  there¬ 
fore,  in  view  of  the  facts  stated  that  the  decision  of  the 
^ard  was  a  wise  one.  It  is  a  pity,  however,  that  the 
board  did  not  decide  to  make  the  opening  a  month  later. 
The  question  was  not  even  discussed.  Slarch  1  is  quite 
early  enough  for  trout  in  Derbyshire. 

The  recent  dynamiting,  or  rather  geligniting,  of  trout 
at  Bakewell  has  aroused  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  as 
the  matter  is  on  the  principle  involved  one  not  only  of 
considerable  local,  but  also  of  public,  interest,  the  facts 
may  be  briefly  set  forth.  It  seems  that  a  sergeant  saw 
a  light  across  the  foot-bridge  across  the  Wye,  just  below 
Bakewell,  about  10.30  on  the  night  of  March  13.  This 
light  appeared  to  be  a  fuse,  and  was  thrown  into  the 
river.  Calling  some  of  his  men  together,  the  place  was 
surrounded  ;  another  light  w'as  then  seen  at  the  same 
spot,  and  an  explosion  followed  on  its  extinction  in  the 
river.  Four  men  were  idtimately  captured ;  a  net  was 
found  pegged  dovm  on  either  side  of,  and  crossing  the 
river.  This  net  was  weighted  in  four  places.  It  covered 
the  whole  of  the  river.  There  was  a  dead  trout  in  it 
and  on  the  bank  a  bag  which  contained  a  dead  trout  and 
a  grayling,  and  a  piece  of  a  gelignite  cartridge.  The  four 
men  got  one  month’s  hard  labour  each.  Now  this  is  a 
very  serious  state  of  matters,  for  had  these  men  not  been 
seen  by  chance,  had  they  commenced  operations  just  a 
little  further  from  the  police  station,  and  shown  a  little 
more  discretion  and  less  audacity— begot,  no  doubt 
from  immunity  in  the  past — they  might  easily  have  de¬ 
populated  the  whole  stream.  As  a  rule  fish  dynamitards 
reap  a  reward  in  the  shape  of  fish  very  much  out  of 
proportion  to  the  vast  number  which  they  destroy  and 
do  not  recover,  and  there  is  no  form  of  poaching  which 
carries  such  wide-spread  devastation  with  it.  Though 
in  a  wide  river,  such  as  the  Trent,  destruction  without 
benefit  to  the  destroyers  is  usually  the  only  result,  yet 
in  the  Wye,  in  this  case  at  least,  the  poachers  would 
certainly  have  reaped  a  rich  reward.  The  method  can, 
mth  apologies,  be  only  fitly  described  as  a  devilish  con¬ 
trivance,  and  must  be  put  down.  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  be  able  to  say  whether  dynamiting  is  a  common 
adjunct  to  poaching  in  other  districts,  but  in  this  one  it 
haa  been  all  too  common.  The  dynamite  is  usually 
stolen.  If  a  severe  example  were  made  in  one  case  I 
feel  assured^  that  a  considerable  cheek  would  be  given 
to  the  practice,  if  it  were  not  altogether  stopped  The 
powers  given  by  the  various  Acts  are  ample. 

The  crime  can  certainly  be  brought  under  the  Mali¬ 
cious  Injuries  to  Property  Act  (24  &  25  Viet.  c.  97,  s. 

32),  whereby  anyone  who  puts  lime  or  any  other  noxious 
mafemtl  into  any  water  to  destroy  fish,  so  as  to  cause 
destruction  of  fish,  is  liable  to  seven  years  penal  servi¬ 
tude.  This  applies  more  directly  to  poisoning,  but  I 
think  dynamite  could  be  brought  within  the  )ip.rious 
material.”  By  the  Dynamite  Act  (1877)  and  the  Fresh¬ 
water  Fisheries  Act  (1878)  conjointly  the  penalty  for 
using  dynamite  was  fixed  at  £2i).  All  this  is  very  well 
so  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  does  not  go  far  enough.  What 
I  would  like  to  see  is  a  prosecution  instituted  under  the 

i-xplosive  Substances  Act  {46  &  Yiot.  c.  3).  By  sect. 

4  of  that  Act,  to  put  it  shortly,  any  person  who  has 
dynamite  or  any  explosive  substance  of  a  like  nature 
in  his  possession  under  such  circumstances  as  to 
give  rise  to  the  suspicion  that  he  has  it  for  an 
unlawful  purpose  (the  onus  probandi  quoad  the  oppo¬ 
site  18  thrown  on  the  accused;  then  he  is  liable  to  four¬ 
teen  years  penal  servitude  (the  clause  with  grim 
humour  adds  that  the  explosive  is  to  be  forfeited). 
Prosecutions  under  this  Act,  can,  however  only  be 
undertaken  by  consent  of  the  Attorney-General,  but  I 
Uke  It,  if  a  strongpnmd/acie  case  were  made  out  as  to 
the  prevalence  of  the  use  of  dynamite  in  any  district  for 
the  destruction  of  fish,  and  the  incalculable  harm  that 
follows  its  use  were  shown,  that  leave  to  prosecute 


would  be  granted.  If  the  protection  of  freshwater  fi-h 
and  migratory  fish  frequenting  fresh  water,  be  a  matter 
of  public  expediency  and  policy,  surely  this  worst 
means  of  defeating  the  Acts  passed  with  a  view  to  that 
end  should  be  put  down  with  the  strong  hand.  One 
severe  example  would  suffice.  I  have  dwelt  on  the  subject, 
because  as  I  have  already  pointed  out  it  is  one  of  the 
most  vital  importance. 

Salmon  fishing  has  been  prosecuted  of  late  with  but 
little  success,  as  the  river  has  been  too  low,  at  least  for 
spinning,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  further  fish 
beyond  those  already  reported,  have  been  killed.  No 
nets  are  at  present  being  “worked”  in  the  Trent,  and 
only  one  (and  that  not  regularly)  in  the  Humber  estuary, 
so  that  if  we  have  a  fresh,  there  should  be  a  rare  run  of 
fish  up  the  river.  At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  every 
appearance  of  a  change. 

In  the  opinion  which  I  recently  gave  in  these  notes  as 
to  the  powers  of  associations,  having  no  water  qua 
associations,  to  prosecute  offenders  against  the  bye-laws 
of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  district  in  which  they 
exist,  I  expressed  my  own  opinion  merely.  I  may  be 
wrong  in  my  view  of  the  question,  but  on  reconsidering 
my  view,  I  see  no  reason  for  deviating  from  it.  I  had  no 
desire  to  impugn  the  usefulness  nor  question  the  honest 
intentions  of  such  associations.  On  the  contrary,  pro¬ 
vided  they  do  not  attempt  to  assume  the  functions  and 
powers  of  any  board,  and  confine  themselves  to  co-opera¬ 
tion,  they  can  do  infinite  good.  In  any  case,  my  remarks 
were  intended  to  bo  entirely  impersonal  and  purely 
formal. 

Coarse  fish  are  just  now,  of  course,  out  of  court, 
and  the  only  interest  attached  to  them  is  in  the  matter 
of  their  successful  spawning.  So  far  as  I  have  observed, 
only  pike  and  perch  have  been  busy,  though  the  warm 
weather  will  probably  induce  other  sorts  to  begin  at  an 
earlier  period  than  usual. 

Next  week  I  hope  to  have  some  good  takes  of  trout  to 
record,  along  with  the  capture  of  a  few  salmon. 

FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  am  pleased  that  my  notes  have  called  forth  remarks 

from  ‘  Enquirer  ”  in  your  correspondence  columns  It 

was  not  very  surprising  that  the  Mayfly  in  March  par. 
ahould  attract  attention,  but  you,  Mr.  Editor,  are  rather 
hard  upon  yours  truly,  who  must  respectfully  refute 
your  editorial  as  to  being  “  gammoned.”  Both  yon  and 
the  writer  of  the  letter  overlook  one  important  point — • 
that  I  was  merely  quoting  the  [words  of  another  •  but 
perhaps  the  printer’s  imp  put  the  quotations  in  the 
wrong  place.  For  the  special  edification  of  your  corre- 
spondent  I  will  repeat  the  “  quote,”  as  it  appeared  in  the 
Spectator  of  March  25  :  “  We  looked,  and  there  over  the 
surface  of  the  water  were  hundreds  of  May-flies,  hatched 
by  the  sudden  heat.  Of  course,  they  were  not  the  green 
and  gauzy-winged  fly  of  summer  ;  but,  for  all  that,  they 
were  true  Ephemeridic,  with  long  whisk  tails  and  trans¬ 
parent  wings.  March  Browns,  we  believe,  in  the 
language  of  the  fiy-fisher.” 

In  reply  to  B.  C.  L.,  ’  I  am  not  in  favour  of  a  fence 
season  for  pike  in  Hampshire  waters  ;  but,  for  all  that,  I 
am  as  fond  of  pike  fishing  as  any  other  branch  of  angling, 
^ud  I  have  been  in  at  the  death  of  many  a  lusty  jack. 
Perhaps  I  might  explain  that  I  come  from  a  coarse 
fashing  district,  as  you,  Mr.  Editor,  know  quite  well, 
and  which  has  been  justly  noted  for  its  pike— this  will 
excuse  me  being  partial  to  the  jack.  But  your  corre¬ 
spondent  need  not  be  afraid,  for,  from  what  I  hear,  the 
pike  in  local  waters  are  quickly  dying  out. 

By  the  way.  I  do  not  favour  “wiring ”  fish  of  any 
kind— not  even  poor  “Johnnie”— and  think  a  more 
sportsmanlike  method  might  be  adopted  for  their  exter¬ 
mination.  I  never  saw  this  practice  carried  out  so  much 
anywhere  as  it  is  here.  Have  known  of  several  trout 
being  taken  in  this  manner  by  poachers,  and  only  last 
Saturday  saw  the  game  being  played  in  the  water  adjoin¬ 
ing  that  rented  by  the  St.  George’s  Fishing  Club. 

Many  fly  anglers  were  out  on  Saturday,  biit  sport 
generally  was  not  very  profitable.  I  heard  of  one  brace 
being  taken  near  the  bathing-place,  which  were  in  fair 
condition.  One  angler,  “  armed  to  the  teeth  ”  with  all 
the  accessories,  was  hard  ai  work,  but  I  don’t  fancy  he 
landed  many  trout. 

On  Friday  I  saw  a  fine  badger  taken  to.'our  local  taxi 
dermists,  Mr.  Chalkley,  The  Square.  It  was  a  female 
weighing  23ilb.,  and  was  caught  in  a  trap  at  Compton’ 
near  Stockbridge. 

As  regards  general  angling,  there  has  been  but  little 
sport  ;  and  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  con¬ 
sider  the  wonderfully  clear  condition  of  the  water.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  a  few  trout  have  been  taken,  but 
the  Itchen  and  Test  both  want  a  good  freshener  before 
any  heavy  creels  can  be  expected,  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  the  Avon.  _ 


meeting,  but  no  serious  inconvenience  is  likely  to  arise 
from  this  disappointment,  as  the  club  is  well  supplied 
with  other  fishing.  The  society  also  received  a  letter 
frona  the  secretary  of  the  Manche.-ter  Association, 
stating  that  the  application  for  alii  iation  had  been 
accepted.  Mr.  Prescott  reported  favourably  on  the 
trout  fishing  negotiations.  Further  additions  were 
made  to  the  library,  Mr.  Prescott  presenting  two  vols. 
of  “  Anglers’  Evenings,”  and  promising  two  vols.  more. 

presented  the  society  with  a  valu¬ 
able  oil  painting,  “  The  landing  place,”  by  a  local  artist, 
and  splendidly  iramed.  Mr.  Pickering  completed  the 
list  by  promising  to  give  a  book  case  suitable  for  keeping 
the  various  books,  <^c.,  in.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the 
donors  completed  the  business. 

All  true  lovers  of  angling  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
that  undesirable  hitch  with  regard  to  the  Whaley 
Bridge  Fishery  is  at  an  end,  and  for  the  future  the 
entire  right  of  issuing  tickets  for  fishing  is  vested  in 
Concert  Inn,  Lower  Mosley-street, 
Manchester,  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  generally.  Doubt¬ 
less  some  satisfactory  arrangements  will  be  made  for 
assistance  being  rendered  to  Mr.  Bead  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  and  working  of  the  fishery,  for  a  lot  of  work  must 
of  necessity  follow  the  acquisition  of  the  waters.  It  is 
a  matter  for  congratulation  that  these  waters  are  to 
remain  for  the  use  of  the  majority,  and  that  money  has 
not  induced  the  proprietor  to  pass  by  his  old  tenant,  Mr. 
Bead.  On  the  8th  a  further  consignment  of  roach  and 
Prussian  carp,  the  latter  very  fine  fish,  was  safely  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Woraley  Canal  Fishery,  and  put  into  the 
Moss  Beach  length,  other  consignments  will  now  quickly 
follow.  The  amalgamated  districts  around  Manchester 
announce  another  concession  from  our  old  friends  the 
Midland  Bail  way  Company,  who  seem  ever  willing  to 
help  the  working  man  angler.  This  time  the  concession 
to  Wisbeach,  and  the  tickets  are  at  the  following  rates  ; 
ter  one  day  53. ,  two  or  three  days  8s. ,  five  or  six  days  123. 
Clubs  are  asked  to  assist  the  amalgamation,  by  inform¬ 
ing  Mr.  Platford,  58,  Mercer-street,  Hiilme,  as  to  the 
number  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege.  The 
Stalybridge  anglers  have  had  some  good  results  from 
local  waters  which  they  had  permission  to  net,  and  in 
consequence,  a  substantial  addition  made  to  the  stock 
in  their  own  waters. 

The  new  clubs  at  Ivnutsford  and  Altrincham  are  doing 
well,  and  progress  of  a  most  gratifying  ;kind  is  reported. 
Many  Lancashire  men  are  looking  forward  to  spending 
happy  days  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  two  places, 
tor  there  is  any  amount  of  good  fishing  to  be  had  there¬ 
abouts. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  weather,  though  fine,  being  very  cold,  few  anglers 
have  been  out  during  the  past  week,  and  those  few  who 
have  been  trying  for  perch  and  roach  have  not  done 
much,  and  trout  fishermen  less  still. 

One  gentleman,  angling  on  the  Bure  near  Salhouse 
had  some  splendid  perch,  the  largest  fish  21b.  lOoz.’ 
while  a  lot  of  fish  of  over  11b.  each  have  been  taken.’ 
Roach  fishing  has  been  very  slow,  no  good  fish  coming 
to  hand.  The  bream  have  now  gone  down  the  river,  and 
are  now  to  be  sought  ter  by  Surlingham  and  Brundall 
where  fair  sport  would  doubtless  be  obtained  if  we  had  a 
few  showers  of  rain  to  give  a  little  colour  to  the  water 
which  is  very  clear.  ’ 

Mr.  Simpson,  of  Norwich,  took  a  nice  trout  from  the 
Wensum  at  Hellesdon  on  Saturday,  weighing  lib.  2ioz. 
This  took  a  worm  that  was  intended  for  some  of  the  big 
roach  that  frequent  that  neighbourhood,  but  which  were 
feed  at  the  time.  He  took,  however,  some 
half-score  of  very  fine  dace,  for  which  the  stream  is 
noted. 

With  a  little  rain,  which  we  hope  to  have  shortly 
some  good  roach  should  be  accounted  ter  before  their 
spawning  time. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  have  general  complaints  of  the  scarcity  of  water 
in  all  our  streams,  but,  despite  this  fact,  several  good 
baskets  have  been  secured.  Our  old  friend,  Mr.  Will 
Gha.mbers,  did  remarkably  well  with  flies  of  his  own 
design  and  dressing  on  the  10th  at  Llanymynech.  To 
all  appearances,  we  are  in  for  a  spell  of  dry  weather 
and  even  our  canals  are  suffering  from  scarcity  of  water’ 
and  to  such  an  extent  have  the  owners  been  obliged  to 
draw  on  their  reserves  that  these  are  abnormally  low 
fashing  in  the  same  suffers  in  consequence 
The  Kingfisher  Angling  Society,  Salford,  held  their 
monthly  meeting  on  the  11th  .inst,  Mr.  B.  J.  Pickering 
•  ®,  chair.  'The.  secretary  reported  his 

inability  to  get  the  stock  fish  decided  upon  at  a  previous 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

At  Weston,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee, 
took  another  salmon  with  the  Devon.  The  fish  weighed 
•121b.,  and  was  caught  near  the  Perry,  in  the  King’s 
Mills  section  of  the  fishery.  Very  few  rods  have  been 
out,  and  gentlemen  are  preferring  to  wait  for  a  rise. 

Trouting  has  been  quiet,  and,  as  most  of  the  b>-ooks 
contain  very  little  water,  the  fish  require  a  good  deal  of 
coaxing.  So  far  the  majority  killed  have  fallen  to  the 
worm  and  the  caddis  grubs,  which  are  growing  plentiful 

On  Tuesday  night  the  half-yearly  dinner  of  the  Not¬ 
tingham  Bowling  Green  Society  was  held  at  Mr.  Sam 
Pogson’s,  the  Bowling  Green  Inn,  Canal-street.  Mr  P 
Wilson,  the  president,  of  the  club,  took  the  chair.  The 
prizes  won  during  the  winter  season  were  distributed ; 
and  on  Tuesday  the  new  club  will  be  entertained  at 
dinner  by  Mr.  Pogson  himself.  Ho,  as  the  treasurer 
and  a  liberal  supporter  of  it,  has  withdrawn  from  the 
Notts  association.  Members  connected  with  the  two 
bodies  do  not  seem  to  work  harmoniously  together,  and 
now  that  the  worthy  host  has  a  free  hand,  he  intends  to 
place  the  club  on  a  much  better  footing.  Its  affairs, 
also,  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  more  energetic  and’ 
enterprising  secretary. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington 
Society  has  been  summoned,  to  discuss  the  best  time  for 
holding  the  winter  distribution  of  prizes,  some  of  which 
Will  be  of  a  valuable  kind.  Very  lew  specimen  fish  were 
weigbed-in,  and  the  laxity  of  members  is  the  more  to  be 
^  very  large  number  of  prizes  were  promised 
at  the  annual  banquet.  The  waters  rented  by  the  society 
at  Shardlow  are  being  well  looked  after,  and  otherwise 
cared  for. 
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FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  18  a  truism  that  we  can  have  too  much  of  a  good 
thing.  Strange  to  say,  we  are  having  too  much  fine 
weather.  The  long  continued  drought,  and  the  unusual 
heat  of  the  sun,  are  having  their  effect  both  upon  field 
and  flood  ;  and  by  now  on  all  hands  there  is  a  universal 
cry  for  rain,  fly  fishing,  in  particular,  needing  it  sorely. 
The  season  has  opened  auspiciously.  In  this  district 
there  are  fish  worth  angling  for.  The  warmth  of  the 
noonday  sun  has  brought  out  the  earlier  flies,  and  trout 
are  rising  nicely.  Up  to  last  week-end,  results  were 
fair  and  up  to  the  average,  but  now  the  water  is  fining 
down  terribly,  and  angling  operations  will  soon  be  at  an 
end  unless  we  are  speedily  blessed  with  rain.  The 
Derwent  and  the  Wye  have  not  yielded  so  well ;  the 
Sheaf  has  been  well  fished,  and  has  amply  repaid  the 
trouble,  trout  of  11b.  having  been  secured  in  not  a  few 
instances.  This  is  good  for  the  Sheaf,  although 
even  then  there  is  no  comparison  between  a 
few  of  that  weight,  and  the  dozen  brace  that  twenty 
years  ago  rewarded  the  angler  at  Millhouses.  Some 
good  fish,  too,  have  been  taken  from  the  Dam  Flask 
Reservoir,  belonging  to  the  Sheffield  Corporation,  and 
for  which  Mr.  Eyminton  Wilson,  of  Broomhead  Hall, 
has  the  sole  right  to  give  permits.  This  dam,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  others  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  con¬ 
tains  some  splendid  trout,  and  permission  to  fish  it  is 
eagerly  sought  after.  When  one  has  mentioned  these 
local  waters  the  list  is  exhausted.  We  could  do  with  a 
few  more  streams  or  dam.s.  The  need  is  very  great, 
and  anyone  who  should  possess  any  likely  place  within 
twenty  miles  of  Sheffield  would  have  no  difficulty  in  dis¬ 
posing  of  it  if  he  wished  so  to  do. 

The  Local  Government  inquiry  held  at  Leeds  on 
Thursday  week  was  of  greater  interest  to  Sheffield 
anglers  than  at  first  sight  appeared.  The  inquiry  was 
held  in  respect  to  an  application  made  by  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  and  various  county  boroughs, 
including  Sheffield,  to  create  a  conservancy  board  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Prevention  Act  of  1875.  Hitherto  the  task  of 
preventing  the  pollution  of  the  rivers  of  the 
West  Riding  has  been  in  the  hands  of  no  less  than 
173  separate  sanitary  authorities,  and  how  the  work  has 
been  done  all  anglers  know  to  their  cost,  the  rivers 
round  Sheffield,  in  particular,  having  become  little 
better  than  stinking  cesspools,  thanks  to  the  masterly 
inactivity  displayed  by  one  or  two  corporations  and 
sanitary  authorities  whose  names  could  easily  be  given. 
Now,  however,  all  this  is  to  be  remedied.  Representa¬ 
tives  from  all  these  bodies  have  met  together  in  solemn 
conclave,  the  tocsin  is  to  be  sounded,  and  a  right  down 
earnest  crusade  to  be  made  against  the  despoilers  of  our 
once  pretty  streams,  the  crusaders  to  be  no  other  than 
the  proposed  new  conservancy  board.  Whether  the  new 
authority  will  be  any  better  than  the  old  ones  remains 
to  be  seen.  I  hope  it  will,  and  that  it  will  have 
sufficient  courage  to  “  go”  for  those  in  high  places,  and 
make  them  obey  the  law,  irrespective  of  their  public 
position  or  private  influence.  Then  the  term  “  Silvery 
Don”  will  cease  to  be  the  mocking  epithet  it  so  long  has 
been,  the  “  salmon  pastures  ”  of  our  dear  old  river  may 
be  as  much  in  actual  existence  as  in  nomenclature,  and 
the  sons  of  Sheffield  may,  in  the  good  time  coming, 
angle  beneath  their  own  “  vine  and  fig  tree,”  to  use  a 
figurative  expression. 

Sheffielders  w'ho  have  at  any  time  in  the  past 
journeyed  down  to  the  Barnsley  canal  will  be  interested 
and  pleased  to  learn  that  there  has  recently  been  placed 
within  it  nearly  20st.  of  fish,  representing  a  number  to 
be  found  somewhere  between  900  and  1000.  They  were 
all  bream,  and  were  given  the  Pitzwilliam  Angling 
Association  by  Mr  W.  H.  Norledge,  a  Norwich  solicitor, 
who.  if  I  remember  aright,  did  a  similar  kindness  to  the 
association  about  a  couple  of  years  ago.  I  could  wish 
that  someone  would  do  a  similar  thing  for  some  of  our 
Sheffield  waters. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Reports  from  various  localities  on  the  Severn  in  this 
county  do  [not  characterise  the  salmon  fishing  satisfac¬ 
tory,  and,  although  here  and  there  a  few  fish  are  to  be 
found,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  anything  like  the 
number  of  fish  in  the  upper  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  that 
fishermen  were  led  to  expect  from  the  high  level  of  the 
river  during  the  winter  months.  Last  spring  several 
anglers  took  out  salmon  angling  licences  for  the  first 
time,  and  were  rewarded  by  the  capture  of  one  or  two 
good  fish,  but  this  year  we  have  only  heard  of  two  or 
three  fish  being  taken  with  the  rod  and  line.  Two 
Shrewsbury  gentlemen — Mr.  Fisher  (whose  success  we 
chronicled  in  our  river  report  last  week)  and  Mr.  A. 
Cox — appear  to  have  been  the  only  anglers  from  the 
county  town  who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain 
sport  in  this  direction.  Trout  fishing,  too,  has  been  by 
no  means  good,  and  but  few  fish  have  been  landed.  Mr. 
R.  Ellis,  a  veteran  angler  and  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society  reports  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  day’s  work  at  a  part  of  the  river  which  has 
hitherto  been  regarded  as  a  very  favoured  locality — 
namely,  Shrawardine.  He  describes  the  river  here  as 
being  full  of  heavy  pike  which  played  havoc  with  his 
gut  tackle,  an  abundance  of  chub,  one  or  two  salmon, 
and  very  few  trout.  On  the  whole  angling  prospects 
cannot  be  regarded  as  favourable,  except  so  far  as  the 
coarse  fish  are  concerned,  and  there  are  sufficient  of 
them  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  all. 

The  work  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society 
at  their  hatchery  has  been  so  far  thoroughly  successful, 
and  the  percentage  of  nnprolific  ova  has  been  smaller 


than  ever.  The  boxes  now  hold  23,000  healthy  fry, 
which  give  every  promise  of  yielding  a  good  return  for 
restocking  purposes.  These,  when  of  a  sufficient  size, 
will  be  turned  into  the  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town,  and  as  they  are  the  product  of  hardy  brook  trout 
from  Col.  Masefield’s  hatchery,  they  should  thrive  well 
in  the  Severn. 

Now  that  the  question  of  the  rights  of  riparian 
owners  over  the  fishing  of  the  Severn  is  exercising  the 
minds  of  Shropshire  anglers,  consequent  upon  the 
organisation  of  the  Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion,  it  will  be  of  interest  to  note  that  a  case  was  de¬ 
cided  so  far  back  as  1(573  touching  upon  the  subject. 
This  is  referred  to  in  “Modern  Reports,”  1-1015,  and 
this  authority  is  quoted  by  several  subsequent  legal 
works.  The  case  in  point  was  “  a  trial  at  Bar  concern¬ 
ing  the  river  of  Wall-fleet,”  and  “the  question  was 
whether  the  defendant  had  not  the  right  of  fishing  there, 
exclusive  of  all  others  f”  Chief  Justice  Hale,  in  his 
ruling,  gave  the  opinion  that,  “  In  case  of  a  private 
river,  the  lords  having  the  soil  is  good  evidence  to 
prove  that  he  hath  the  right  of  fishing  ;  and  it  puts  the 
proof  upon  them  that  claim  liheram  piscariam.  But 
in  case  of  a  river  that  flows  and  re-flows,  and 
is  an  arm  of  the  sea  there,  prim'x  facie,  it  is  common  to 
all,  and  if  any  will  appropriate  a  privilege  to  himself  the 
proof  lieth  on  his  side,  for  in  case  of  an  action  of 
trespass  brought  for  fishing  there,  it  is  prima  facie  a 
good  justification  to  say  that  the  locus  in  quo  is  hrachium 
maris  in  quo  unusqiiisque  subjectus  regis  habet  et  habere 
debet  liheram  piscariam.  In  the  River  Severn  there  are 
pai-ticular  restraints  as  gurgites,  &c.,  but  the  soil  doth 
belong  to  the  lords  on  either  side,  and  a  special  sort  of 
fishing  belongs  to  them  likewise,  but  the  common  sort 
of  fishing  is  common  to  all.  The  soil  of  the  Thames  is 
in  the  King,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  is  conservator  of  the 
river,  and  it  is  common  to  all  fishermen ;  and,  therefore, 
there  is  no  such  contradiction  betwixt  the  soil  being  in 
one  and  yet  the  river  being  common  to  all  fishers,  &c.” 

The  same  authority  also  lays  down  that,  “A  person 
claiming  a  free  fishery,  a  several  fishery,  or  a  common 
fishery,  must  show  the  foundation  of  his  claim ;  for  the 
right  is  prim&  facie  in  all  the  king’s  subjects  or  in  the 
owner  of  the  soil.”  The  word  “gurgites”  appears  to 
be  used  in  ancient  grants  to  refer  to  a  pool  or  pit  of 
water  for  fish. 

The  “  Law  Dictionary,”  published  1820,  dealing  with 
the  same  question,  bears  out  the  opinion  that,  “  In  the 
Severn,  the  soil  belongs  to  the  owners  of  the  land  on 
each  side  ;  and  the  soil  of  the  River  Thames  is  in  the 
king,  Ac.,  but  the  fish  is  common  to  all. — 1  Mod.,  106.” 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  water  in  the  Severn  and  Teme  is  very  low  and 
clear ;  still,  there  have  been  many  anglers  out  and 
a  good  many  fish  taken.  Owing  to  the  unusually  fine 
weather  we  have  had,  the  various  flies  have  hatched  out 
in  numbers,  and  in  many  places  on  both  rivers  the  water 
has  been  covered  with  them.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bewdley  the  “  March  Browns  ”  have  appeared  in  un¬ 
precedented  large  numbers,  the  streets^and  houses  near 
the  Severn  being  filled  with  them,  and  the  river  in 
places  completely  covered  with  them. 

Owing,  I  presume,  to  the  bountiful  supply  of  the 
TOuf nml,  the  fish  have  not  taken  the  artificial  fly  at  all 
well  this  week,  but  trout  have  been  taken  with  March 
Brown,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung,  and  Blue  Dun,  and  the 
fish  are  in  good  condition  now.  There  have  been  some 
capital  fish  taken  with  the  minnow  (Bright  Devon)  and 
with  the  worm,  and  on  the  Teme  there  have  been  good 
baskets  of  chub  and  dace  taken  with  the  fly. 

There  have  been  several  pike  taken  in  the  Severn 
during  the  week,  and,  while  fishing  from  a  coracle  with 
snap  tackle,  on  the  Pirton  Lake,  near  Worcester,  Mr. 
Edmund  Lechmere  caught  two  fine  fish,  the  first  13ilb., 
the  second  over  161b.  The  latter  has  been  sent  to 
“Warner,”  of  Bridge-street,  for  preservation,  and  has 
been  exhibited  in  the  window  of  his  fishing-tackle  ware¬ 
house  ;  ’tis  a  prettily-marked  fish. 

Several  May-flies  were  seen  on  Monday. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KERRT. — Warm,  sunshiny  weather — something  ap¬ 
proaching  tropical  heat — has  sadly  militated  against  the 
chances  of  sport  for  the  past  week.  On  Waterville  Lake 
sport  has  shown  up  a  bit  during  the  early  morning  and 
late  in  the  evenings,  but,  generally  speaking,  sport  has 
been  poor. 

In  North  Kerry  matters  are  still  worse,  and  sport, 
except  amongst  trout,  has  been  of  the  poorest  kind. 
Sea  fishing  has  been  good  generally  along  the  coast.  At 
Ballinskelligs,  Portmagee,  Valentia,  and  Dungegan 
mackerel  have  been  taken  in  large  numbers  by  local 
yawls,  and  at  the  Dingle  coast  both  home  and  foreign 
smacks  had  large  hauls  during  the  week,  especially  on 
Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Monday  last. 


ULSTER. — There  is  no  change  as  yet  in  the  meteorolo¬ 
gical  surroundings — if  anything,  the  weather  is  hotter  ; 
the  thermometer  registering  from  63  deg.  Fah.  to  70  deg. 
every  day,  with  northerly  winds  and  sharp  frosts  at 
night.  Anglers  are  in  despair. 

I  have  to  make  one  or  two  corrections  in  my  report  of 
the  Mourne  Hatchery  at  Newtonstewart  in  last  week’s 
Notes.  The  sentence,  “a  slight  climb,”  should  have 
been  &  tight  climb,”  the  mountain  referred  to  being 
672ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  “  Gortem  ”  should 
have  read  “  Gorten,"  “  Gueucastle  ”  should  have  been 
Greencastle,  and  the  words  umbilical  sac  should  have 


taken  the  place  of  “  umbilical  ova.”  Perhaps  the 
printer  is  not  to  blame. 

Angling  doesn’t  seem  to  flourish  well  in  Donegal — 
how  could  it  in  such  unnatural  weather.  A  little  brown 
trouting  can  be  had  in  the  Rosses,  but  sport  there  will 
not  be  very  brilliant  till  the  white  trout  commence 
running  in  July.  White  trout  are  running  up  the  Quaile 
on  the  Co.  Down  coast,  but  in  few  numbers. 

The  correspondence  column  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is 
a  most  entertaining  tit-bit.  Scarcely  a  week  passes 
over  but  some  unfortunate  river  reporter  gets  a  blowing 
up  by  an  incensed  angling  reader ;  perhaps  sometimes 
deservedly,  other  times  on  a  trivial  matter.  Reporters 
are  more  sinned  against  than  sinning.  I  had  a  funny 
experience  once.  I  got  a  letter  from  headquarters, 
alleging  that  I  was  discovering  new  rivers  in  my  district, 
stocking  them  with  501b.  salmon,  and  such-like  libellous 
matter.  I  prepared  a  most  elaborate  defence  and  for¬ 
warded  it  to  the  chief,  and  in  a  couple  of  days  I  got 
another  letter  explaining  that  it  was  not  I  who  was  com¬ 
mitting  these  enormities,  but  the  other  fellow,  who,  I 
believe,  was  on  an  exploring  expedition  in  the  West. 
I  never  learned  who  he  is,  but  I  have  very  strong 
suspicions. 

Mr.  Seton-Karr’s  proposed  Bill  dealing  with  the 
turbine  nuisance  annuls  or  repeals  the  30  th  section  of 
cap.  114,  26  and  27  Viet.,  which,  though  it  enacts  the 
severe  penalty  of  JE50  for  its  contravention,  offers  many 
loopholes  of  escape,  as  does  also  the  4th  section  of 
cap.  9,  32  Viet.  The  new  Bill,  without  being  unnecessarily 
severe,  gives  the  owners  of  turbines  no  escape  from 
the  consequences  of  the  injuries  that  fish  and  their  fry 
may  receive  through  carelessness  or  disregard  of  the  law. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


Mr.  H.  S.  Foster,  M.P.,  has  consented  to  preside  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society, 
which  will  be  held  at  the  Masons’  Hall  Tavern,  Mason’s- 
avenue.  City,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  7  p.m. 

VJ 

George  Rosewell,  professional  fisherman,  informs 
me  that  Mr.  C.  Wilson,  out  with  him  on  Thursday,  took 
a  trout  weighing  6jlb.,  and  that  Mr.  Geo.  Palmer,  fish¬ 
ing  with  him  also,  has  had  three  trout  weighing  31b., 
3Jlb.,  and  4Jlb.  respectively.  He  adds;  “Yon  can  see 
I  have  been  well  amongst  them,  four  trout  in  five  days’ 
fishing.”  This  is  trout  fishing. 

*** 

The  date  of  Mr.  Hoyle’s  trout  lecture  at  the  Houns- 
field  Otters’  Club,  the  King’s  Head,  Lower  Edmonton, 
is  fixed.  It  is  Tuesday,  April  18,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts 
will  preside.  Trains  run  back  to  Liverpool-street  up  to 
11.30  p.m.,  and  I  hope  to  catch  one  of  them. 

*** 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Anglers’  Association  will 
be  held  on  Monday  next  at  the  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well.  The  election  of  officers  will  then  take  place. 

V 

I  AM  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  R.  Murphy  (chairman  of 
the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee)  has  been  very 
ill  lately.  He  is  now  much  better. 

V 

The  S.P.R.P.A.C.  hold  a  meeting  on  Friday  next  at 
the  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch,  when  it  is  hoped  members 
will  endeavour  to  be  present.  The  society’s  close  season 
then  commences,  paper  reading  re-opening  in  the 
autumn.  * 

Something  like  .£25  will  be  added  to  the  funds  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  as  a  result  of  the  recent 
competition  on  the  Lea  at  Eye  House. 

V 

Mr.  A.  Jardine’s  reading,  at  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
Club,  Canal  Bridge,  Old  Kent-road,  takes  place  on 
Wednesday,  April  19.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  had 
in  May,  at  which  Mr.  D.  King  is  to  preside.  I  am  sorry 
to  hear  that  Mr.  Smith  has  resigned  the  secretaryship 
of  the  society,  a  step  which  pressure  of  business  ren¬ 
dered  it  imperative  for  him  to  take ;  but  no  doubt  Mr. 
Dan  Davis,  who  has  been  elected  in  his  place,  will 
see  that  the  successful  career  of  the  A.  and  H.  is  still 
maintained.  #  ^ 

Last  season  a  friend  of  mine,  when  punt  fishing  with 
a  professional  fisherman,  in  the  Thames,  at  Surly  Hall, 
was  peremptorily  ordered  off  the  water.  The  person 
who  addressed  him  (I  won’t  mention  names)  said  he  had 
the  right  of  fishing  there,  but  he  did  not  mind  anglers 
fishing  the  water  if  they  first  asked  his  permission  to  do 
so.  My  friend  came  to  me  in  a  terrible  state  of  excite¬ 
ment,  lamenting  that  the  reach  was  closed  to  anglers. 
I  could  not  believe  that  it  was  true  that  the  fishing 
there  was  private  in  the  broad  open  Thames,  so  I  re¬ 
frained  from  commenting  upon  the  statement.  I  have 
now  reason  to  think,  however,  that  my  friend’s  fears 
and  experiences  were  only  too  true  and  real.  The 
Fishing  Gazette’s  Windsor  river  report  last  week  con¬ 
tained  some  ominous  news.  It  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  well-known  stretch  of  the  Thames  between  Monkey 
Island  and  Boveney  had  been  closed,  and  that  the 
riparian  owner  —  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  —  had  in¬ 
structed  his  keeper  to  summon  anyone  fishing  in  that  part 
of  the  river  in  future.  The  shutting  up  of  the  Boveney 
Surly  Hall,  and  Monkey  Island  waters  will  be  a  severe 
blow,  not  only  to  London,  but  to  local  anglers.  I  can 
only  hope  the  Windsor  correspondent  of  the  Fishing 
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Gazette  has  been  m'sled  on  the  subject,  for  I  myself  can¬ 
not  see  any  reason  why  anglers  should  thus  be  denied  the 
sport  and  recreation  which  they  have  enjoyed  for  so 
many  years  within  sight  of  Royal  Windsor.  The  Thames 
here  has  always  been  noted  for  its  fine  roach,  chub,  and 
pike,  and  I  believe  in  this  very  spot  the  stock  of  fish  has 
recently  been  added  to,  at  considerable  expense,  by  the 
Windsor  Angling  Society.  When  such  inoffensive,  well- 
behaved,  respectable  persons  as  anglers  get  shut  out  from 
angling  between  Boveney  and  Monkey  Island  without 
any  conceivable  reason,  the  boating  fraternity  may  well 
be  onthe  look  out.  To  be  just,  the  riparian  owner  ought 
to  show  no  favouritism.  The  peaceful  angler  has  just  as 
much  right  to  angle  from  the  bank  or  fish  from  a  punt  as 
the  Eton  boys  have  to  dash  hither  and  thither,  and  the 
noisy  boatloads  of  ’Arries  and  ’Arriets,  and  the  young 
men  in  coats  of  many  hues  and  many  stripes,  to  row 
recklessly  on  regardless  of  what  stands  in  the  way — and 
a  good  deal  more  so.  ^  ^ 

The  list  of  fares  to  the  eighteen  new  stations  on  the 
G.E.R.  will  be  published  in  the  new  ''  Angler’s  Guide.” 
Look  out  for  it. 

*** 

A  series  of  photographs  in  connection  with  the  Rye 
House  competition— taken  by  ”  Greg,”  a  club  angler — 
have  been  forwarded  me,  and  they  should  form  pleasant 
mementoes  of  an  interesting  occasion.  The  “  pictures  ” 
comprise  groups  of  the  winners  and  committee,  the  first- 
prize  winner  and  his  fish,  and  a  view  entitled  “  Waiting  for 
the  Start.”  Considering  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  taken,  some  of  the  photos  are  very  well  pro¬ 
duced,  and  copies  may  be  secured  at  3t.  Compton-road, 
Canonbury. 

An  exciting  incident,  in  which  a  trout  angler  is  said 
to  have  played  a  prominent  part,  recently  happened  on 
the  Thames  at  Penton  Hook.  A  man  fell  into  the  river 
there,  and  was  in  danger  of  being  drowned,  when  the 
angler  unshipped  his  winch  and  threw  it  into  the  river 
to  the  man,  who  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  clutch  it, 
and  he  was  dragged  to  the  side  by  the  line,  and  eventu¬ 
ally  rescued  from  his  perilous  position.  I  hear  the  trout 
angler  referred  to  was  a  member  of  the  Junior  Fly- 
fishers,  and  he  is  certainly  deserving  of  much  praise 
for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  he  acted. 


Just  now,  in  the  land  of  the  dumplings,  the  dykes  are 
swarming  with  p.ke.  which  have  run  into  them  from  the 
rivers  to  spawn.  Even  in  a  dyke  scarcely  2ft.  wide, 
running  along  the  high  road,  I  saw  a  31b.  fish  the  other 
day,  and  the  yokels  are  on  the  alert  with  their  pea- rods 
and  copper-wire,  and  are  no  doubt  snaring  them  whole¬ 
sale.  I  encountered  one  of  these  fish-poachers  the  other 
day,  and  he  very  much  wanted  me  to  give  him  a  trifle 
for  a  five  pounder,  still  alive  in  his  handkerchief,  which 
he  had  just  caught  in  a  dyke,  and  which  he  gleefully 
assured  me  “  was  a  bootiful  ‘  full  ’  jack.”  It  is  getting 
quite  time  the  fence  months  were  put  into  operation  in 
Norfolk. 

*** 

The  County  Council  are  making  great  efforts  to 
secure  representation  on  the  Board  of  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy,  and  I  notice  that  the  matter  came  before  a 
Hybrid  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Thursday.  I  think  the  anglers  ought  also  to  have  a 
practical  representative  on  the  Board. 

Goosequill. 


Hertford  Angung  Preservation  Society. — The 
society  has  been  fortunate  in  receiving  a  present  from  a 
gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  large  number  of 
grayling,  many  of  them  weighing  over  21b. ,  which  have 
been  turned  into  the  society’s  waters.  The  fish  were 
carefully  removed  by  a  member  of  the  society,  and,  after 
a  drive  of  some  miles,  were  in  such  good  condition  that 
not  one  was  lost.  The  water  here  is  well  suited  for  the 
fish,  and  our  members  will,  no  doubt,  find  many  a  wel¬ 
come  addition  to  their  baskets  in  the  forthcoming 
season. 

Fifth  Rye  House  Competition  in  Aid  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent 
Home  Funds. — Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  • — 
Waggoners,  4s. ;  St.  George’s,  Is.  ;  Eagle,  ,£1 ;  Houns- 
field  Otters,  2s.  ;  Waltonians,  4s. ;  Good  Intent,  dgl ; 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  12s.  ;  Mr.  Haines,  5s. ;  also  the  prizes 
from  Messrs.  Lever  Brothers,  the  Odds  and  Evens,  and 
Daleton.  The  committee  request  secretaries  to  make 
their  returns  as  soon  as  possible.  The  distribution  will 
take  place  at  the  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  N.E. 
where  the  prizes  can  be  delivered. — S.  Malby,  sec. 

I^itish  Sea  Anglers’  Society. — A  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Devonshire  Hotel,  Bexhill,  last  Monday  in 
connection  with  the  local  branch  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers  Society .  The  meeting  was  addressed  by  the 
London  deputation.  Capt.  Lambton  Young,  Mr.  Shrub- 
sole,  and  Mr.  Aflalo.  Col.  Lane  was  unanimously 
elected  president  of  the  branch,  and  four  vice-presidents 
were  also  appointed.  Messrs.  Walter  Breeching, 
+  Garrett,  were  also  appointed  respectively 

to  fill  the  posts  of  hon.  treasurer,  hon.  secretary,  and 
local  correspondent.  Among  those  present  were  Col 
Lane,  J.P.  (chairman),  Dr.  Wallis,  Capt.  Dunn,  the 
Mr.  Godfrey,  vice-presidents ; 
Mr.  Mclvor  Rapp,  and  other  influential  residents. 
Proceedings  terminated  with  hearty  votes  of  thanks  to 
the  London  deputation,  the  chairman,  and  Dr.  Wallis. 


l-eports  from  Clubs 

TFe  heg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Ueports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  NigRt,  addressed  “Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  general  committee 
met  at  Foresters’  Hall  on  Monday  last.  Mr.  Manning 
occupied  the  chair.  Much  work  was  done,  and  several 
matters  of  importance  were  discussed,  and  ultimately 
referred  to  the  delegate  meeting  for  Monday,  the  17th 
inst.  The  Bridewell  Angling  Club,  composed  entirely  of 
London  City  missionaries,  was  duly  enrolled.  A 
deputation  from  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society  attended 
to  give  some  information  regarding  fishing  for  jack  out 
of  season,  but  it  was  found  that  we  have  no  jurisdiction 
in  the  water  alluded  to,  but  the  deputation  were 
cordially  thanked  for  their  efforts  to  stop  such  illegal 
practices.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded 
the  business  of  the  evening. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  E.C. — The  annual  delegate  meeting  and 
election  of  officers  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening 
next,  April  17,  at  8.30.  I  have  received  complaints 
from  the  railway  authorities  of  members  obtaining  the 
cheap  anglers’  tickets  when  travelling  for  the  purpose  of 
bird-catching. — Caution. — By  order  of  the  railway  com¬ 
panies,  any  member  detected  using  his  privilege  card  for 
the  purpose  of  attempting  to  obtain  an  angler’s  cheap 
ticket  when  travelling  for  bird- catching,  shooting,  or  any 
other  purpose  than  bond  fide  angling  purposes,  his 
privilege  will  be  withdrawn  and  cancelled.  —  R. 
Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerken well-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  .£1  5s.  9d. 
from  the  donation-box  of  the  Serapis  Angling  Society  ; 
lOs.  donation  from  J.  Cuthbert,  secretary  Odds  and 
Evens  Angling  Society,  and  .£1  Is.  from  A.  Nnthall,  Esq., 
President  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  life 
member. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers’  Angling  Society,  Bald 
Faced  Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — On  Wednesday, 
April  26,  our  return  visit  on  the  Central  Association 
will  take  place  at  the  above.  I  trust  secretaries  will 
note  this,  so  as  not  to  let  another  visit  clash  with  this 
one. — W.  H.  Potter,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Biope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road. — The  next  South 
London  visit  will  take  place  at  the  above  club  on 
Wednesday  next,  when  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  as  many 
of  our  members  and  brother  anglers  as  can  make  it  con¬ 
venient  to  attend.  On  this  occasion  Alfred  Jardine,  Esq., 
has  kindly  consented  to  read  a  paper  entitled,  “  Angling 
Ways  and  Angling  Days,”  and  our  esteemed  friend 
J.  P.  Wheeldon,  Esq.,  will  occupy  the  chair.  The 
reading  will  commence  at  8.30  prompt,  followed  with  a 
grand  smoking  concert,  when  a  large  number  of  angling 
artistes  have  promised  to  attend. — D.  Davies,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— This  society  will  hold 
its  third  annual  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of 
the  Anglers’ Benevolent  Society  on  Tuesday,  the  25th, 
on  which  occasion  the  support  of  brother  anglers  will  be 
esteemed  a  favour. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — In  my  report  of  last  week  I  asked 
members  to  come  up  in  better  force  than  they  have, 
but  it  seems  no  use  asking  them,  as  they  take  no  notice. 

I  should  take  it  as  a  favour  if  they  would  come  up  next 
Wednesday  and  give  me  a  helping  hand  as  to  when  we 
shall  have  our  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  as  I 
want  it  to  take  place  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  books 
were  closed  last  meeting  night,  therefore  members  in 
arrears  kindly  settle  up  as  soon  as  possible.  I  should 
like  to  see  a  good  muster  of  our  members  attend  the 
North  London  Angling  Society  on  Monday,  when  they 
have  a  reading  by  our  old  friend,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard. 

I  know  his  papers  are  always  interesting. — J.  Foster, 
hon.  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — Several  members  have  been  trout-fishing, 
Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  T.  Bourne,  and  H.  Reade  being 
successful,  having  a  very  nice  fish  each.  We  had  agood 
meeting  on  quarterly  night,  the  officers  elected  for 
ensuing  year  being  Mr.  F.  Bourne  (president),  Messrs. 
Parbnry  and  Hutchins  (auditors^  Messrs.  Bishop  and 
Newell  (trustees).  The  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
Wednesday,  May  10.  Will  those  gentlemen  who 
promised  prizes  kindly  forward  them  at  their  earliest 
convenience,  and  oblige, — A.  Smith,  sec. 

Dalstou  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday  last  our  annual 
general  meeting  took  place,  when  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  season  were  elected  as  follows :  S.  Malby, 
secretary  ;  P.  Legge,  chairman  ;  C.  Flowers,  treasurer  ; 
T.  Midson  and  R.  Parram,  trustees;  S.  Malby  and  F. 
Legge,  delegates ;  C.  Richardson,  F.  Baldwin,  C. 
Pocock,  J.  Barson,  and  W.  Wythe  comprise  the  com¬ 
mittee.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next, 
as  there  was  more  business  than  we  could  get  through. 
— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Bastern  Piscatorial  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Gill- 
street,  Limehouse. — Since  my  notice  of  our  visit  in  your 
last  issue,  I  find  that  the  night  we  have  fixed  is  the  one 
on  which  the  distribution  of  prizes  re  the  Eye  House 
match  takes  place.  We  have  decided  that  the  visit 


will  be  altered  to  Monday,  May  1.  All  anglers  please 
take  notice. — W.  Bartlett,  hon.  sec. 

Eclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  Led- 
bury-road.  Netting  Hill. — A  smoking  concert  will  be 
held  at  the  above  house  on  Saturday,  April  29,  when  the 
prizes  taken  by  members  will  be  distributed.  We  shall 
be  pleased  to  see  as  many  friends  as  can  make  it  con¬ 
venient.— F.  Reynolds,  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.  —  The  amount  handed 
over  to  Mr.  Brougham,  the  contents  of  our  “  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society's  ”  box  was  .£2  7s.,  not 
.£2  2s. ;  the  latter  was  a  clerical  error  in  reporting. — 
Edwd.  Wm.  Hailes,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.  —  It  has  been 
arranged  for  the  sea-fi->hing  competition  to  take  place 
on  the  23rd  inst.  Those  members  who  intend  taking 
part  in  it  must  send  in  their  names  at  once,  so  as  to- 
enable  the  secretary  to  make  arrangements.  Full  par¬ 
ticulars  as  to  prizes,  &o.,  can  be  bad  at  the  club  house. 

No  entries  received  after  Wednesday  next. — H.  B. 

Junior  Flyfishers  Club. — The  usual  meeting  was 
held  on  Thursday  last,  Mr.  Alex.  Wright  in  the  chair. 
Member.s  please  note — The  train  for  West  Drayton 
leaves  Paddington  at  9.20  a.m.,  on  the  16th  inst.,  for 
our  first  outing  (on  the  Rockingham  and  Uxbridge 
Moor) ;  dinner  at  2.30,  Trout  and  Checkers,  West 
Drayton.  Mr.  Goodwin  proposed  that  the  society  hold 
a  fly  and  bait  competition,  the  details  to  be  arranged  by 
a  committee,  the  proceeds  to  go  to  the  Anglers’  Benevo¬ 
lent  Society.  Mr.  Evens  gave  an  interesting  account  i 
of  a  very  exciting  incident  which  happened  at  Penton 
Hook  on  Easter  Monday,  and  how,  by  the  use  of  his  rod 
and  fly-line,  he  saved  the  life  of  a  drowning  man.  Full 
report  of  the  occurrence  has  been  furnished  to  the  maker  i 
of  the  line. — Hon.  Sec. 

Kelso  Angling  Association. — The  annual  Spring  ) 
Competition  will  take  place  to-day  (Saturday),  when  the  ' 
following  prizes  will  be  competed  for,  subject  to  the  { 
Association’s  “Rules  for  Competitions”: — (1)  Trout-  i 
rod,  presented  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Balfour,  of  Newton-Don;  1 

(2)  pair  of  wading-stockings,  given  by  the  Association  ;  ( 

(3)  reel  and  line,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  J.  E.  Brown,  of  j 

Rosebank  :  (4)  basket  and  belt,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  J.  E.  j 

Brown,  of  Rosebank;  (5)  sporting-knife,  presented  by  ( 

Mr.  Barker,  Sheffield  ;  (6)  drinking-flask,  presented  by  < 

Mr.  J.  Thompson  (Redpath  and  Co.) ;  (7)  framed  picture,  j 
presented  by  Messrs.  Mackintosh  and  Co.  ;  (8)  hand-  i 
made  line,  presented  by  a  friend ;  (9)  briar-root  pipe  (in  ; 
case)  and  tobacco-pouch,  for  best  half-dozen,  presented  i 
by  Mr.  N.  I.  Kerr,  Edinburgh  ;  (10)  two  dozen  trout-flies,  | 
for  heaviest  trout,  presented  by  Mr.  Richard  Ormiston,  I 
Haybank  House,  Kelso.  Conditions  :  Competition  con-  | 
fined  to  open  water  on  Tweed  and  Teviot.  No  member  ] 
allowed  to  compete  unless  his  subscription  for  the  j 
current  year  has  been  paid.  Hours  of  competition,  i 
9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Baskets  to  be  at  the  White  Swan  Hotel  j 
at  7  p.m.  All  baskets  must  be  shown  ;  competitors  1 
failing  debarred  from  next  competition.  Members  of  ^ 
Association  not  competing  are  requested  not  to  fish  that  I 
day.  A  social  meeting  will  be  held  immediately  after  | 
the  weighing,  when  two  presentations  will  take  place —  4 
one  to  Mr.  Archibald  Steel,  on  his  retiring  from  the  j 
secretaryship  ;  the  other  a  presentation  of  an  oil  painting  ^ 
to  the  society  by  Mr.  Steel. — N.  I.  Mills,  hon.  sec.  t 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Wednesday  last 
a  special  meeting  was  called  which  was  not  so  well  I 

attended  as  I  should  like  to  have  seen,  but  a  lot  of  ^ 

business  was  done.  Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  A 

of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  15.  Donors  I 

of  prizes  will  greatly  oblige  by  forwarding  on  the  same  \ 

between  now  and  above  date. — W.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— Our  (inarterly  fa 

meeting  last  week  was  but  poorly  attended.  'Two  new  fa 

members  were  elected,  and  three  nominated.  Mr.  G.  P.  jl 

Titterton  consented  to  act  as  vice-chairman  for  the  1| 

remainder  of  the  year,  and  he  was  unanimously  elected.  H 

Resolved  that  the  fishing  platform  at  Knowsley  be  )' 

covered  with  felt  to  somewhat  deaden  the  sound  of  feet  d 

thereon,  Ac.  Resolved  that  a  punt  be  placed  on  the  W 

Ruabon  water,  a  member  generously  giving  £5  towards  1 

the  cost.  The  president  (Mr.  Leaman)  and  the  vice-  ‘i 

president  (Mr.  Whittington)  subscribed  half-a-guinea  l 

each  to  the  cost  of  roach  lately  had.  The  “  exhibition  ”  -i 

card  was  submitted  by  the  secretary  and  approved,  and  4 

twenty-five  ordered  to  be  obtained,  and  Mr.  Whittington  i 

kindly  promised  to  have  the  one  for  the  club-house  very  < 

nicely  framed  at  his  own  cost.  The  weather  continues  'i 

warm,  but  there  is  now  a  cold  wind,  and  rain  is  much  : 

needed.  A  lot  of  rare  fine  roach,  in  the  best  of 
condition,  are  being  regularly  taken  out  of  our 
Knowsley  water  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Till,  myself,  and 
other  members. — R.  Hoolfall. 

North  Loudon  Angling  Club,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Monday  next  a  smoking  concert 
takes  place  at  the  above,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  and  Convalescent  Home.  Mr. 

G.  H.  Howard,  editor  of  Angling,  has  kindly  consented  ' 

to  read  his  paper,  entitled  “  A  Silent  Alarm,  or  a  Day  j 

Among  the  Jack.”  The  “  alarm  ”  is  timed  to  go  off  at  < 

9  o’clock,  so  come  early  and  secure  your  seate.  Our  ' 

worthy  president,  G.  Hoyle,  Esq.,  has  kindly  promised 
to  take  the  chair,  and  will  be  supported  by  several  i 

gentlemen  in  the  angling  world.  As  this  is  our  annual 
smoker  in  aid  of  that  noble  institution  I  hope  brother 
anglers  will  rally  round,  and,  by  their  support,  make  it 
a  success. — H.  Stretch,  hon.  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Tuesday  we  had  an  interesting  even¬ 
ing,  the  sizes  of  takeable  fish  being  the  question  at 
issue.  A  general  meeting  has  been  called  for  next 
Tuesday  to  decide  the  new  rules,  also  to  arrange  the 
date  of  our  annual  dinner.  Hope  all  members  will  show 
up,  especially  those  not  clear  on  the  books.  No  busi- 
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ness  will  be  done  on  the  following  Tuesday,  as  onr  visit 
on  the  Anglers’  Association  will  be  announced  for  that 
date.— H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  asst.  see. 

^ince  Arthur  Piscatoriale,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golborne-road,  North  Kensington. — On  Wednesday  last, 
at  a  special  meeting,  it  was  resolved  that  our  annual 
dinner  take  place  on  Wednesday,  April  26,  and  I  hope 
members  will  attend  and  clear  the  books,  so  as  to  enable 
the  auditors  to  close  last  season’s  accounts.  The  follow¬ 
ing  officers  were  elected:  Chairman,  Mr.  Smith;  vice, 
Mr.  Buck  :  secretary,  Mr.  Harris ;  treasurer,  Mr. 
Walton ;  auditors,  Messrs.  Scott  and  Eodber.  A  com¬ 
mittee  has  been  formed  to  carry  out  the ’arrangements  of 
the  dinner,  and  it  has  been  arranged  to  meet  at  the  club¬ 
house  on  Saturday  night  at  nine  o’clock  sharp,  when  I 
hope  members  will  attend  and  pay  in  the  prizes 
promised. — J.  AV.  Harris,  sec. 

Koyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.  W.— We  met  again  last  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  made  another  attack  on  the  rules,  and  made 
very  satisfactory  progress  with  them.  There  weren’t 
as  many  members  present  as  I  should  liked  to  have 
seen,  hut  hope  to  see  more  next  week  as  we  want  to 
finish  the  rules  and  settle  some  other  very  important 
business. — W.  B.  Shaw.  hon.  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers.— Visiting  List. 
—The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Anchor  and 
Hope  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Eoyal  George, 
Rotherhithe  New-road  (about  one  minute's  walk  from 
the  Canal  Bridge  in  the  Old  Kent-road,  on  Wednesday, 
the  19th  inst.  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine 
will  read  a  paper  entitled,  “  Angling  Ways  and  Angling 
Days,”  chair  taken  at  8.30,  and  I  hope  to  see  every 
society  on  the  list  present. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— On  Tuesday  next  a  special 
meeting  will  be  held  to  consider  proposed  alteration  of 
rules  for  ensuing  season.  Mr.  Brougham  has  promised 
to  attend  to  open  T.A.P.S.  box.  Members  will  oblige 
by  attending  by  8.30  sharp. — H.  Reaves,  sec. 

Tanfield  Angling  Club.— The  committee,  in 
making  their  first  annual  report,  are  glad  to  be  able  to 
congratulate  the  members  on  the  condition  of  the  club, 
especially  considering  the  short  time  that  it^  has  been 
established,  and  the  circumstances  attending  its  forma¬ 
tion.  Pour  committee  meetings  have  been  held,  viz., 
two  at  Tanfield  and  two  at  Leeds.  A  hatchery,  large 
enough  to  accommodate  100,000  ova,  has  been  erected, 
but  at  present  boxes  have  been  laid  down  to  hold  only 
half  that  quantity ;  in  these  30,000  ova  from  an  excellent 
strain  of  large  trout  have  been  placed.  A  rearing-pond 
is  also  in  course  of  formation,  in  which  to  keep  the  fry 
until  they  are  a  year  old.  In  April,  1892,  1000  yearling 
trout  were  ordered  from  Mr.  Pratt,  of  Otley,  but  from 
some  unforseen  cause  that  gentleman  subsequently  dis¬ 
covered  that  he  only  had  190;  these  were  safely 
conveyed  by  Coldbeck  from  Otley  to  Tanfield,  and 
placed  in  the  river  near  the  bridge.  In  June,  1892,  a 
gentleman  offered  the  secretary  thirty  Loch  Leven 
trout,  three  years  old  ;  these  were  also  safely  deposited 
in  the  club’s  waters.  In  February,  1893,  270  yearling 
trout,  of  good  strain,  were  purchased  from  Mr.  Ford, 
some  of  them  being  seven  inches  in  length,  and  none 
under  three.  100  of  these  were  placed  in  Hackfall,  and 
the  rest  distributed  between  Tanfield  and  Mickley. 
During  the  season  1892  twenty  of  the  members  visited 
the  water,  and  fourteen  visitors,  the  total  of  fish  taken 
being  436  trout,  and  431  grayling,  in  addition  to  pike, 
chub,  dace,  eels,  &c.  Tbe  grayling  season  after 
November  was  one  of  the  worst  on  record,  or  no  doubt  a 
great  many  more  would  have  been  taken.  Nineteen 
pike,  fifteen  large  chub,  and  twenty-two  roach  and  dace 
were  taken  frOm  the  club’s  waters  by  the  keeper,  but 
Mr.  Ford  advises  the  association  to  purchase  nets,  and 
take  them  out  by  those  means  during  the  present 
season.  There  are  three  vacancies  and  twenty-one 
applications  on  the  books.  Mr.  P.  M.  Halford,  Mr. 
E.  B.  Marston,  and  Mr.  William  Senior  are  honorary 
members  of  this  club. — Francis  M.  Wapbran,  hon.  sec. 

United  Brothers  (Deptford).— The  members  of 
the  above  will  celebrate  their  10th  annual  dinner  on 
the  25th  inst.  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  president  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  has  kindly 
consented  to  take  the  chair  upon  this  occasion  ;  vice- 
chairman,  our  old  friend,  Mr.  R.  Lawes,  sen.  I  am 
quite  sure  a  very  pleasant  evening  will  be  spent.  H. 
'Ttler,  sec. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — Our  usual  weekly  meeting 
took  place  on  the  11th,  with  a  good  attendance,  Mr. 
Philips  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Betts.  I  wish  to 
remind  those  members  who  are  in  arrears  to  settle  up 
at  their  earliest  convenience.  I  hope  to  see  a  monster 
attendance  next  Tuesday,  so  that  we  can  fix  a  date  for 
our  distribution  and  other  important  business.  Any 
gentleman  wishing  to  become  a  member  of  a  very  pro¬ 
mising  angling  society  cannot  do  better  than  apply  at 
the  above  — H.  C. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — A  special  general  meeting  is  called  for 
Thursday,  the  20th  inst.,  to  arrange  the  annual  dinner 
and  settle  other  important  business  matters.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  at  8.30  sharp.  The  prize  com¬ 
mittee  met  at  our  last  meeting  and  dissected  the  prizes 
for  the  past  season,  which  will  be  announced  at  our 
special  meeting,  and  the  following  members  were  elected 
to  serve  on  the  prize  committee  for  the  ensuing 
season: — Messrs.  Leaf,  Brittain,  Peart,  Mallinson, 
Lidgard,  and  E.  Hunter.  As  several  members’  sub¬ 
scriptions  are  in  arrears,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  same 
on  or  before  Thursday  next,  to  enable  the  auditors  to 
get  out  their  balance-sheet,  as  the  accounts  for  the  past 
season  will  then  be  closed. — J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  bunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  p5  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „  „  Putney.  \75  ,,  „  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammer-  Add  (SO  „  „  Twicken- 

smith.  I  ham. 

50  „  „  Barnes.  '^85  „  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.2.5  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of 

High  Water  at 

London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  April  15  . 

0.54  . 

.  1.14 

Sunday, 

„  16  . 

1.33  . 

Monday, 

„  17  . 

2.  9  . 

Tuesday, 

18  . 

‘^.4*8  . 

.  3.  9 

Wednesday, 

„  16  . 

3.30  . 

.  3.51 

Thursday, 

„  20  . 

4.13  . 

Friday, 

21  . 

4.5s  . 

.  5.22 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — There  re¬ 
quired  a  great  change  in  the  weather  to  put  the  river  in 
anything  like  condition  for  trout  fishing  :  and,  with  the 
cold  easterly  wind,  the  fish  have  almost  entirely  gone  off 
the  feed.  It  would  appear  from  the  Hampton  Court 
report  the  barbel,  as  usual,  have  been  going  up  to  the 
river,  and  the  trout  anglers  have  been  catching  them  up 
to  101b.  each.  When  the  time  ooraes  for  retaining  them 
they  are  conspicuous  in  their  absence,  and  get  down 
more  in  the  channel.  Some  of  the  principal  anglers  for 
trout  have  been  much  disappointed ;  but  when  George 
Eosewell,  of  Shepperton,  reported  to  me  at  the  end  of 
last  week  the  capture  of  his  third  trout,  he  added  :  “  I 
hope  very  soon  to  send  a  report  of  one  or  two  fine  fish  as 
I  have  spotted  several.”  There  is  something  remarkable 
in  the  fact  that  so  many  fish  of  about  31b.  each  are  being 
taken,  and  is  sure  evidence  the  trout  are  not  degenerating 
in  the  Lower  Thames.  My  good  old  friend,  Mr.  T.  E. 
Sachs,  is  very  anxious  for  the  introduction  of  the  black 
bass,  and  kindly  offers  to  procure  some  for  nothing,  but 
I  do  not  see  my  way  clear  to  help  him  without  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  and  their  sanction  in  that 
direction.  He  thinks  it  would  be  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  short  supply  of  Thames  perch- indeed,  he  says, 
they  are  a  perch,  and  feed  on  small  fry  and  worms,  and 
are  about  the  same  size — a  41b.  fish  being  considered  a 
good  one.  I  was  at  my  friend  Mr.  Mason’s  of  the 
Wherry  Hotel,  Oulton  Broad,  when  some  black  bass 
were  received,  and  I  must  write  and  ask  him  the  result 
of  their  introduction  there,  as  by  this  time  he  will  be 
able  to  give  me  some  information  of  practical  value. 
There  was  an  error  in  my  reports  last  week  from  Wey- 
bridge  that  I  wish  to  correct.  It  was  in  the  capture  of 
Mr.  Wheeley’s  first  trout  of  the  season — he  was  not 
attended  by  Herbert  Carr,  the  well-known  fisherman,  at 
Weybridge,  who  kindly  sent  me  the  report,  and  from 
the  wording  of  his  letter  I  concluded  he  was  in  attend¬ 
ance.  The  fisherman  entitled  to  the  first  capture  is  my 
old  fisherman  George  Eosewell. 

Upper  TKames. — The  frosty  nights  and  the  cold 
easterly  winds  which  prevail  during  the  daytime,  pre¬ 
vent  much  chance  of  success  amid  the  trout.  The 
opening  week  of  the  season  showed  unmistakably  that 
trout  in  the  Thames  are  on  the  increase,  and  the  past 
week’s  lack  of  success  must  assuredly  be  put  down  to 
the  dreadful  inclement  weather.  I  only  hear  of  one 
success,  and  that  at  Henley— two  fish  on  one  occasion, 
one  retainable  and  the  other  returnable.— Marlow 
Buzz. 

Thames  (Hampton).— Mr.  E.  Dangerfield,  an  old 
member  of  the  Larkhall  Angling  Society,  fishing  hereon 
Friday  in  last  week,  caught  a  nice  little  trout  of  31b. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— William  Melbourne 
writes:  “We  have  not  done  anything  with  the  trout 
yet,  and  I  do  not  think  we  shall  do  anything  till  we  get 
a  change  in  the  weather,  as  the  wind  has  been  blowing 
so  long  in  the  east  it  has  taken  the  trout  off  the  feed. 
There  are  a  great  many  barbel  drawing  up  to  the  weir. 
I  have  landed  several  while  I  have  been  out  fishing  for 
trout,  the  largest  with  Mr.  Wheeldon,  a  fish  of  101b.” 

Thames  (Shepperton).— Mr.  C.  Wilson,  fishing 
with  George  Eosewell,  has  taken  a  beautiful  trout, 
weighing  6Hb. 

Thames  (Windsor).— Very  few  anglers  are  trying 
the  trout  here,  and  I  should  advise  all  to  wait  till  we  get 
a  good  rain  with  wind  in  a  better  quarter.  Several  fish 
have  been  noticed,  but  unless  the  angler  is  lucky  enough 
to  be  there  just  when  the  fish  is  in  the  act  of  chasing  his 
bait,  the  chances  of  taking  him  are  very  poor  in  such  a 
bright  water  as  the  present.  Anglers  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  that  Mr.  Plummer,  sen.,  of  Monkey  Island,  does  not 
intend  interfering  with  anyone  fishing  fairly  in  those 
waters.  Being  one  of  those  who  have  been  warned  off  I 
am  pleased  to  hear  it,  as  it  is  extremely  unpleasant  to  be 
told  you  have  no  right  to  fish  after  walking  about  four 
miles,  or  worse  still,  pushing  a  punt  that  distance.  A 


trout  of  4^1b.  was  caught  in  Boveney  weir  on  Wednes¬ 

day  night  by  Richard  Gray,  the  Windsor  fisherman. 

B.  R.  Bambriuge. 

Aucholme  District.— The  weather  is  much  colder 
with  easterly  and  northerly  winds,  which  check  the  hatch¬ 
ing  of  aquaticflies.  TheCowdung  Flyis, however, onnow 
in  goodly  numbers,  andthereis  no  better  fly  to  uselocally 
than  it.  It  is  continually  blown  upon  the  waters,  and 
as  it  is  a  bulky  and  attractive  insect,  trout  take  it  readily - 
I  assisted  yesterday  at  the  tnrningoutof  some  Unefariu 
yearlings  up  to  7in.  long  in  the  Bealsby  Beck.  These 
were  Ihe  gift  of  a  Grimsby  gentleman.  2000  fario  fry 
were  turned  in  at  the  same  time  by  another  local  gentle¬ 
man.  Our  becks  are  sadly  over-fished,  and  onlv  about 
one  angler  in  fifty  ever  thinks  of  restocking — Thomas 
Ford. 

Avon  (Hants).  —  We  have  little  to  record  from 
the  Hampshire  Avon,  at  Ringwood,  daring  the  past 
week  owing  doubtless  to  the  continuance  of  fine 
bright  weather.  A  gentleman  staying  at  the  White  Hart 
Hotel,  landed  two  fine  fish  of  211b.  and  321b.  respec¬ 
tively,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  The  river,  although 
rather  low,  is  in  good  condition. — G.  R. 

Barle  (Dulverton). — The  river  is  very  low.  A  few 
fish  dail.y  are  taken,  some  of  good  size.  Visitors  have 
nearly  all  left. — Ikon  Blue. 

Capel-Curig. — Fishing  from  this  hotel.  Master  E. 
Cohden  killed  twenty-five  good  trout  yesterday,  in  Lake 
Dywydnydd,  Tan-y-Bwlch  Hotel,  Capel-Curig. 

Coin  (Fairford).— We  had  a  lot  of  anglers  here  for 
Easter,  too  many,  in  fact,  to  expect  to  have  much  sport 
in  the  very  bright  weather  and  gin-clear  water,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  indiscriminate  and  unnecessary  wading 
which  was  carried  on.  The  season  opened  on  Good 
Friday,  but  I  think  there  was  but  about  two  brace  of 
fish  killed  by  visitors.  On  the  Saturday  things  were  a 
little  better,  some  three  or  four  anglers  getting  their 
brace,  one  brace  weighing  2jlb.,  whilst  Mr.  Titley  got 
his  two  and  a-half  brace.  On  Easter  Monday  uowards 
of  twenty  rods  were  on  the  water.  Giving  a  rod  to  about 
every  100  yards,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  very 
little  sport  was  had  amongst  such  a  crowd  of  fly-fishers, 
several  of  whom  had  not  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
art.  One  holiday  joker  even  mounted  three  large  May 
Flies  on  his  cast.  I  wonder  what  he  expected  to  catch. 
A  well-known  local  rod,  however,  managed  to  get  into 
fifteen  fish  thus  early,  with  the  red  spinner  ;  they  were 
how'ever,  mostly  under  theflb.  limit,  and  were  all  freely 
returned  to  the  water.  Saturday  last  opened  cold  and 
dull,  but  it  became  warmer  about  noon,  and  the  Blue 
Gnats  and  Olive  Duns  coming  on  thick,  brought  such  a 
rise  on  that  I  have  rarely  seen  equalled  on  the  Coin  in 
small-fly  time.  The  only  three  rods  then  on  had  a  busy 
time  of  it  for  about  an  hour.  A  resident  divine,  a  good 
angler,  seemed  to  enjoy  the  sight.  In  this  rise  Mr. 
Blakiston,  a  young  hand,  got  his  brace,  besides  losing 
and  returning  some  other  good  fish,  and  Mr.  Titley 
grassed  three  brace.  This  gentleman  again,  on  Monday, 
got  one  and  a-half  brace  with  the  Blue  Gnat.  The  water 
is  still  very  clear  and  bright,  and  some  rain  is  sadly 
wanted.  I  don’t  think  much  can  be  done  here  until  this 
comes.  The  flies  now  on  are  Olives  and  Blue  Gnats. — 
PiSCATOR. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  Inney  seems  to  have  given 
the  best  sport  during  the  past  week.  Most  of  it  is  pre¬ 
served  and  the  owners  very  wisely  limit  the  sportsman 
to  the  use  of  artificial  fly.  The  consequence  is  there  is 
probably  no  river  in  Cornwall  which  is  so  well  stocked 
with  trout.  Numbers  of  salmon  and  peal  have  run  up 
during  the  past  season,  and  the  parr  have  been  more 
plentiful  this  year  than  for  many  years.  The  moorland 
streams  are  very  low  and  clear,  and  only  occasional  sport 
has  been  got  on  them.  Every  stream  is  below  its  average 
summer  level,  and  fish  food  scarce.  Salmon  kelts  are 
unfortunately  too  plentiful  in  all  the  pools  of  the  Camel, 
and  the  trout  fisher  leaves  this  river  alone  until  there  is 
a  change. — Bodmin. 

DarentK  (Farningham).— There  were  three  brace 
of  trout  taken  in  the  Lion  water  last  week,  besides  a 
peculiar  specimen  captured  by  a  very  experienced  angler. 
It  certainly  looks  like  a  species  of  trout,  and  yet  is  so 
curiously  marked  that  it  resembles  a  trout  and  mackerel 
combined.  It  is  as  pretty  a  fish  as  one  could  wish  to 
see,  and  was  game  to  the  last.  Length,  13-14in.  A.  R. 
Stone. 

Dee  (Corwen). — The  same  old  tale,  rain  is  badly 
wanted.  In  spite  of  low  water,  anglers  are  doing  fairly 
well,  especially  evening.  Mr.  J.  Dickers  on  Saturday 
had  a  nice  basket,  also  on  Wednesday,  ten  fish,  4Jlb. 
Mr.  H.  Williams  on  Monday,  while  a  strong  east  wind 
was  blowing,  had  eight  fish,  4|lb.  On  Saturday  Mr. 
Liddle  had  two  pike  with  live  bait.  On  Wednesday,  J. 
Vosper,  jun.,  had  three  pike. — Alwen. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  low  and  exception¬ 
ally  bright  ;  rain  badly  wanted.  Mr.  Close  Wetton  has 
been  doing  pretty  well  on  the  Manifold,  mainly 
with  the  March  Brown ;  and  we  hear  Mr.  Prince  has 
succeeded  in  getting  a  few  fish  from  the  Dove  Dale 
length,  and  this  is  all  we  have  heard  of  worth  special 
mention  in  the  way  of  sport. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster, 
Ashbourne. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Bxeter).— The  bright  weather 
which  characterised  the  Easter  Holidays  still  continue  ; 
but  there  has  been  a  considerable  fall  in  the  tempera¬ 
ture  during  the  last  day  or  two.  The  wind  still  sticks 
persistently  in  the  wrong  quarter,  and  angling  is  a  very 
uphill  game.  A  few  brace  have  been  had  on  the  Bramp- 
ford  and  Thorverton  Waters,  from  day  to  day,  by  those 
assiduous  members  who  keep  pegging  at  it,  the  best 
I  killing  flies  being  Blue  Upright,  Half  Kingdon,  Silver 


Blue  and  Half  Stone.  AVhat  wo  want  badhi  13  a  nice 
warm  ram  for  twelve  hours  or  so.  but  at  present  there 
18  no  more  indication  of  any  break  up  of  this  extraordi- 
^ry  dry  period  than  at  anytime  for  the  past  month. 
However,  we  mu.d  get  a  change  of  some  sort  soon,  till 
which  anglers  mnst  exercise  their  “cardinal  virtue.” 
w  Colonel  Wyatt-Edgell  and  Mr. 

Wyatt- Edgell.  jnn.,  have  killed  seven  or  eight  salmon 
dnnng  the  last  week  or  two,  running  from  71b.  to  121b  , 
but  the  water  is  now  run  too  low  to  fish.  Sport  has 
quiet  latel.y  in  the  Salmon  Pool  Reach,  and  the  netters 
•n  the  tidal  water  are  doing  very  little.  Pollack  fishing 
at  hx  mouth  has  been  rather  good  again  recently,  some 
rods  yetting  from  301b.  to  401b.  weight  of  fish  in  a  few 
hours  trial.— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Water^s  (South  Lincolnshire). — Complaints 
are  a.rising  in  different  places  that  the  dry  weather  is 
causing  a  drought  in  this  part  of  Lincolnshire.  There 
was  scarcely  any  rain  in  March,  and  since  this  month 
came  in  there  has  been  none,  with  the  result  that  the 
.small  streams  which  come  from  the  highlands  are  almost 
dried  up,  and  in  the  lowlands  the  springs  and  wells  are 
giving  out.  Already  some  farmers,  it  is  reported,  are 
having  to  cart  water  from  a  distance  to  supply  the 
wants  of  their  stock.  This  is  also  bad  for  those  who 
hat  water  there  is  is  low  and  fine, 
and  the  cold  north-east  winds  are  preventing  the  fish 
from  getting  the  benefit  of  rising  flies,  as  hatching  is 
retarded.  In  other  respecis  the  weather  is  pleasant,  and 
where  circumstances  are  favourable  sport  might  be 
procured.—  Limpet. 

I^e  (Nortli  Notts.). — At  a  meeting  the  other  day  of 
the  Drainage  Commissioners  it  was  reported  that  the  new 
s^am  launch  for  dredging  and  weed  cutting  was  a  very 
efficient  machine  for  its  work,  and,  judgingfrom  what  is 
said  of  it,  anglers  in  the  summer  will  not  need  to  make 
30  much  complaint  of  the  weedy  state  of  the  river, 
hitherto  the  greatest  nuisance  they  have  to  contend 
with. — L. 

^  Coron  (Bodorgran,  Anglesey).— Last  Thurs¬ 

day  Mr.  Ldwards.  Holj^head,  took  seven  fine  trout  with 

minnow,  though  it  was  a  dead  calm.  On  Tuesday 
night  the  writer  took  four  with  a  Mallard  and  Scarlet, 
three  of  which  were  a  pound  each,  just  as  the  sun  was 
going  down.  Mr.  Coles,  Bodorgan  Arms  Hotel,  took  six 
in  the  same  time,  but  smaller.  The  fish  are  getting  into 
coital  condition.  Bright  weather,  cold  north  wind, 
which  generally  drops  in  the  evenings,  just  when  the  big 
trout  come  to  feed. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).— 

Anglers  are  evidently  holding  out,  waiting  for  the  much 
needed  rain.  The  few  rods  that  have  been  out  have 
done  well.  On  Wednesday,  April  5,  Messrs.  Busk  and 
bmirthwaite  made  a  good  basket  of  twenty  fish. 
Messrs.  Farrar  and  Son,  eight ;  Admiral  Sir  John  Baird, 
SIX:  Capt.  Watts  and  Mr,  W’^eare,  seven  very  pretty 
fish.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Busk  caught  bis  limit  (twenty 
trout),  best  a  lovely  fish  of  11b.  4oz.  Messrs.  Farrar 
and  Son,  sixteen,  two  1-pounders.  Capt.  Watts  six 
nice  fish.  On  Friday,  a  very  bright  sunny  day,  Mr.  Busk 
again  took  his  limit  (twenty  fish),  best  lib.  2oz.  Admiral 
Sir  John  Baird  eight  very  good  fish,  Monday  anglers 
considered  too  bright  to  go  out  except  for  a  few  hours 
in  the  evening.  Mr.  Bnrd  took  three  fish  and  Admiral 
Sir  John  Baird  three.  Tue.sday  a  bitter  cold  day.  Mr. 
Burd  took  sixteen  very  nice  fish,  Mr,  Glazebrook  six, 
best  fish  lib.  4oz.,  Dr.  Collins,  after  four  o’clock,  caught 
three  fish.  On  ednesday,  a  cold,  bright  day,  Mr. 
Glazebrook  ten  very  even  fish,  Messrs.  Collins  and  Potts 
six ;  Mr.  Burd  caught  a  lovely  dish  of  five  fish,  best 
11b.  (Joz.,  making  a  total  for  the  week  of  104  fish  in 
splendid  condition. — Long  Drift. 

The  river  is  in  wonderfully  good  condition  ; 
when  we  take  into  account  the  fact  that  for  the  last  six 
weeks  there  has  not  been  any  rain  to  supply  an  influx 
of  water,  it  is  really  wonderful  to  think  that  the  supply 
.8  SO  unlimited  :  it  is  true  that  both  the  New  River  and 
the  Fast  London  Waterworks  Companies  make  very 
heavy  demands,  yet  the  material  resources  are  quite 
equal  to  the  occasion,  and,  I  am  credibly  informed, 
could  meet  much  larger  supplies,  if  necessary.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  a  scheme  is  afloat  whereby  it  is  proposed  to 
construct  a  series  of  lakes  and  reservoirs  in  the  Lea 
valley,  where  sufficient  water  could  be  stored,  not  only 
to  meet  the  present  requirements,  but  also  to  supply  the 
entire  of  London  with  pure  water.  Since  the  holidays 
there  has  not  been  much  fishing ;  dace  and  bleak  have 
been  showing  up  well,  and  some  very  fine  specimens  of 
both  kinds  are  to  be  seen  daily;  in  fact,  I  don’t 
know  when  I  have  seen  such  numbers  of  goodly 
sized  fish.  At  Cook’s  Ferry,  on  the  16th  inst.,  there 
were  a  lot  of  anglers  out,  some  bottom  fishing,  others 
live-baiting,  and  one  or  two  sniggling  for  eels.  I  did  not 
hear  of  any  success  being  achieved  by  the  former  divi¬ 
sion,  but  a  few  eels  were  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Smith  and 
another  gentleman,  who  informed  me  that  they  found 
of  S'  nuisance,  as  they  kept  on 
nibbling  off  the  ends  of  their  worms.  Fishing  for  dace, 
roach,  bream,  chubb,  and  eels  is  open  at  the  Ferric  Boat, 
Tottenham,  and  Mr.  Day  tells  me,  will  remain  so  until 
he  thinks  the  fish  are  out  of  condition.  There  is  a  bit 
of  water  fishable  at  Waltham  Abbey,  on  application  to 
Harry  Avis,  at  the  King’s  Arms  Hotel.  All  anglers  in 
the  northern  district  will,  I  am  sure,  be  glad  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  reading  to 
be  given  by  Mr.  Hoyle,  at  the  Hounsfield  Otters’  Club- 
room  the  Cross  Keys,  Edmonton  Green,  on  Tuesday, 
April  18.  The  annual  supper  and  the  distribution  of 
prizes  won  by  the  members  of  the  Enterprise  A.S.  will 
take  place  at  the  City  Arms,  High  Cross-lane,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  April  lit.  Thursday  evening,  water  in  good 
order,  but  weather  doubtful. — Spliced  Joint. 


Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  noted 
trout  streams  are  in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear 
and  a  nice  level.  A  fair  volume  of  water  is  going  down 
them  at  present,  but  rain  is  wanted,  and  twenty-four 
hours’  good  rain  would  greatly  improve  the  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  fine,  with  very  cold  winds,  but  the  fish 
have  been  moving  at  the  Grannom,  Cowdung,  Blue 
Dun,  and  Stone-fly,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had,  but  the 
lots  taken  have  not  been  heavy.  Minnow  fishing  should 
be  successful.  The  Pinsley  is  now  running  clear  and  in 
order  for  fishing,  but  little  fishing  has  been  done  in  it 
this  season  as  yet. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  clear  and  in  fair  volume,  yet  the  weather 
continues  dead  against  fishing.  Till  a  change  occurs  hut 
little  sport  is  likely.  Flies,  same  as  last  week.  The 
Yellow  Dun  is  due,  but  have  not  yet  seen  it.  In  fact, 
natural  flies  of  all  sorts  are  very  scarce. —  R  T 
Williams. 

Plymouth,. — Sea  and  River  Fishing. — Mackerel 
are  still  in  the  offing,  and  good  catches  reward  those 
who  go  out  for  them.  We  may  expect  them  soon  in  the 
bays  and  Sound,  when  boats  of  every  size  can  be  seen 
enjoying  this  favourite  sport.  I  have  counted  some¬ 
times  over  100  boats,  and  this,  you) may  imagine,  makes 
the  Sound  look  very  lively.  Some  bass  have  been  seen 
at  Peulee  Point ;  but  I  have  only  heard  of  one  being 
taken,  and  that  was  with  the  Plano  Convex  Minnovy. 
A  little  rain  would  not  do  any  harm  either  to  the  rivers 
or  to  the  crops.  The  former  are  getting  rather  low  and 
clear,  but  those  who  can  throw  a  long  line  are  rewarded 
with  good  baskets.  Two  customers  of  mine,  last  week 
on  the  Tamar,  had  126  between  them,  and  there  were 
several  half-pounders  amongst  them.  I  am  constantly 
being  asked  if  I  know  of  any  private  water  that  can  be 
rented,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  would 
communicate  with  me  if  they  know  of  any. — William 
Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Although  fly-fishers  have 
had  fair  sport  the  weather  has  been  too  bright,  and  the 
river  and  brooks  too  clear  for  heavy  creels,  and  more¬ 
over  none  of  the  large  trout  that  are  generally  captured 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  season  have  yet  fallen  victims 
to  the  spinning  bait.  There  appears  to  be  a  plentiful 
crop  of  salmon  fry  which  cause  the  fly-fisher  much 
trouble.  We  understand  that  the  Shrewsbury  Severn 
Angling  Society  is  prepared  to  co-operate  with  the 
newly-formed  Shropshire  Severq  Angling  Association 
in  the  work  of  preserving  and  restocking  the  river.  A 
meeting  of  the  local  members  of  the  Severn  Conservators 
IS  arranged  for  to-day  (Saturday),  when  several  matters 
concerning  anglers  will  be  considered.— Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyxnvry,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— Although  rain  is  sadly  wanted,  and  all  these 
rivers  are  very  bright  and  clear,  some  very  good  sport  is 
being  enjoyed  by  some  of  our  local  anglers  who  study 
the  art  of  fishing.  All  the  excursionists  who  came  over 
for  their  holidays  and  attempted  to  combine  business 
with  pleasure  found  to  their  cost  that  angling,  like  all 
other  professions,  requires  a  little  apprenticeship,  and 
that  it  is  useless  booking  to  an  angling  station  and 
expecting  to  return  with  baskets  full  of  fish,  unless  pre¬ 
cautions  are  taken  to  catch  them  fairly  and  openly.  The 
days  of  poachers  here  are  now  numbered. — Vyrnwt. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.— Who 

among  our  readers  can  remember  such  a  glorious  spring. 
Yet  anglers  are  grumbling  at  the  lowness  and  brightness 
of  the  water  and  want  of  sport.  A  few  of  the  old  hands 
are  getting  trout  from  the  streams,  despite  their  bright¬ 
ness,  by  fishing  with  a  worm  or  minnow  fine  and  far  oft'. 
The  pools  are  in  most  cases  clouded,  of  the  aid  of  a  small 
boy  with  a  pole  stirring  up  a  pool  soon  clouds  the  lower 
water  sufficient  for  sport.  A  record  of  five  brace  of  trout 
is  sent  me  from  a  tributary  of  the  Ouse— the  heaviest 
under  12oz.  From  the  main  river  chub  and  roach  are 
reported.  A  few  good  trout  have  been  taken  from  the 
Rother.  near  Midhurst,  one  fish  weighing  Ijlb.  Smelt 
and  codling  are  giving  sport  in  the  harbours.  A  few 
small  bass  are  in,  and  on  some  parts  of  the  coast  good 
takes  of  pollack  whiting  have  been  made.  A  quantity  of 
fine  eels  have  been  taken  by  the  Bosham  fishermen  at 
Chichester  Harbour. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (Hortb  Levon). — Large  rivers  scarcely  run¬ 
ning,  small  rivers  drying  up  ;  the  days  are  very  hot  and 
nights  very  cold.  I  hear  of  a  very  few  trout  killing* 
kelts  very  plentiful  in  the  river.  One  gentleman  from 
town  took  a  kelt  last  week,  and  was  so  proud  of  it  that 
he  hung  it  on  his  back  for  the  water  bailiff  to  take  it 
away,  and  I  hear  a  prosecution  is  ordered  :  a  fish  long 
enough  to  be  201b.  odd,  hut  only  just  81b.  in  weight  — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigansbire).— What  with  the 
nightly  depredations  of  the  night  liners,  the  low  state 
of  the  river,  and  the  blight  of  our  annual  pest,  the  green 
ny,  fly  fishing  is  quite  in  aheyanoe.  It  is  sincerely  to 
be  hoped  that  any  further  granting  of  licences  for  night 
lines  will  be  discontinued. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  been  fine  with  cold  nights  and 
warm  days,  and  fishing  has  been  good.  The  fish  have 
been  rising  well  between  eleven  and  four  at  the  Stone 
fly,  Donnhill,  Bine  Dun,  March  Brown,  Palmers,  Gran¬ 
nom,  and  Cowdnng.  Bottom  fishers  have  tried  the 
worm,  and  several  good  trout  have  been  landed.  Minnow 
fishing  has  been  successful.  On  the  opening  day  of  the 
Leintwardine  Club  water  a  gentleman  landed  thirty 
trout,  in  good  condition,  and  the  prospect  for  sport  is 
Sood- ,  In  the  watw  near  the  Paper  Mills,  Mr.  H. 
WatkinSj  fishing  with  the  minnow,  landed  a  pike  3ilb. 
and  on  Saturday  the  same  angler  took  eleven  trout  in 


the  same  water  with  the  fly.  In  the  water  at  Ashford 
sport  has  been  good  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Smith  fished 
under  Ludford,  and  took  several  good  tront  with  the  fly. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche,  are  all  running 
clear,  and  in  good  order  for  angling.  In  the  Corve  on 
Monday  a  nice  lot  of  trout  was  taken  with  the  fly.  In 
the  Ony,  sport  hag  been  good,  one  gentleman  lauding 
twenty  nice  tront  with  the  fly.  Sport  in  the  Clun  and 
Ledwyche  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  Teme  continnes 
in  good  order  for  angling,  being  a  nice  height  and  clear. 
The  weather  has  been  very  cold  at  nights  and  mornings, 
but  the  fish  have  been  moving  well  during  the  day,  and 
there  has  been  a  fair  number  of  anglers  out.  and  have 
used  the  fly  with  success.  The  best  killing  flies  are  the 
Cowdung,  Stone  fly.  Iron  Blue,  and  Blue  Dun.  Rain  is 
wanted  to  move  the  fish  when  sport  would  be  good,  but 
some  fair  trout  have  been  taken.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  fishing  order.  Sport  in  them  quiet 
as  yet. — Worcester. 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — Bain  seems  as  far  off  as  ever,  and 
ang’lers  here  have  little  or  nothing  to  amuse  themselves. 
The^only  salmon  caught  this  season  was  by  Mr.  Pride 
on  Saturday  last  in  the  Crow  catch,  131b.  Disease  is 
still  raging,  and  salmon  and  trout  can  be  spotted  dead 
all  over  the  river.  Mr.  A.  Kvans,  of  Llangibby  Castle, 
with  his  pack  of  otter  hounds,  succeeded  in  killing  a 
fine  dog  otter  just  above  the  Usk  rail  bridge  on  Thurs¬ 
day  morning  weighing  251b.  It  is  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Evans  to  hunt  the  river  while  it  is  low,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a  good  number  will  be  got  rid  of,  as  they 
play  sad  havoc  with  salmon  catches. 

Wharfe,  Yore,  Swale,  &c. — These  rivers  are  if  any¬ 
thing  are  lower  than  they  were  last  week,  and  except 
with  creeper  and  natural  minnow,  very  little  is  being 
done.  A  good  heavy  rain  is  greatly  needed  to  improve 
sport.— E.  M.  Walbran. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — There  is  still  a 
continuance  of  the  warm  summerlike  weather  during  the 
day  and  sharp  frosty  nights.  These  frosts  spoil  the  fly 
hatching,  or  we  should  be  having  some  grand  sport  with 
the  water  at  present  level.  There  has  been  a  few  fair 
baskets  of  trout  taken  on  the  Wye,  but  these  chiefly  in 
the  private  part  below  Pilliford  Bridge.  Not  many 
anglers  are  out  on  the  Derwent.  What  few  there  has 
been  have  only  had  poor  results.  Rain  would  do  a  great 
amount  of  good  and  set  the  fish  on  the  move.  Flies  that 
are  the  best  at  present  are  Hare’s  Ear,  Spider,  and 
Bumble  Flies. — Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwicli). — Reports  of  angling  are  now  very 
scarce,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be  so  for  a  few 
weeks.  Several  parties  have  been  out  on  both  the  above 
river  and  the  Bure,  but  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain, 
nothing  noteworthy  has  been  experienced.  One  visitor, 
fishing  on  private  water  in  connection  with  the  Bure, 
was  lucky  in  catching  a  fine  perch  of  21b.  14oz.,  which 
he  now  is  having  set  up  in  London.  The  bait  which 
took  it  was  a  small  gold  fish.  The  rain  still  holds  off. 

It  is  now  six  weeks  since  we  have  had  any  rain  in  our 
district.  It  begins  to  be  serious,  and  the  usual  April 
showers  would  be  extremely  welcome.  Wind  holds  E. 
and  N.E.,  and  it  is  very  cold. — Robert  Moll. 


Scotch  Reports. 


Carron  (Ardg'ay,  H.B.) — The  only  fish  caught  last 
week,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  were  a  lib.  trout  by 
Mr.  Harrison,  London,  on  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel 
water;  an  81b.  salmon  by  Mr.  John  Robertson  on  Sir 
Kenneth  Matheson’s  rod  ;  and  a  fine  fish  of  141b.  by  Mr. 
Littlejohn  on  the  Invercharron  water.  Owing  to  con¬ 
tinuous  drought  the  river  got  very  low,  but  on  'Wed¬ 
nesday  this  week  there  were  indications  of  a  chanee  — 
McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— Angling  matters  have  not 
improved  nor  been  unmixed  success  all  over,  but  the 
prospects,  now  that  the  weather  has  changed,  are  better 
than  has  been  the  case  for  some  weeks  past.  The  river 
has  been  moving  slightly  with  the  abatement  of  the  over¬ 
night  frosts,  and  a  small  run  of  fish  came  away,  many 
of  which  have  been  banked,  scaling  on  an  average  about 
91b. ,  although  several  ranging  up  to  151b. ,  and  two,  of  191b. 
and  271b.,  were  landed.  Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  Bart., 
M.P..  and  Mr.  Oliver  Borthwick,  who  finished  their 
Easter  holiday  on  the  Dee  the  other  day,  have  had  fair 
sport,  but  nothing  like  the  baskets  made  last  year,  when 
Die  best  record  ever  made  on  this  section  was  scored. 
On  the  Fife  Arms  water,  Mr.  Bush  landed  five  on  Satur- 
day,  three  on  Monday,  and  three  on  Tuesday,  scaling 
from  61b.  to  6Jlb.,  while  Mr.  D.  Macnab  had  two,  Mr, 
McLaren  two,  Mr.  Rice  one,  Mr.  Martin  one,  the 
weights  ranging  from  51b,  to  91b.  On  the 
Balmoral  waters  a  good  deal  of  sport  has  been  got. 
On  the  Invercauld  Ballater  section  the  splendid  record 
is  being  fully  maintained.  This  is,  indeed,  the  most 
successful  bit  of  salmon  water  not  only  on  the  Dee,  but 
in  the  kingdom — 282  fish  having  been  killed  up  to  date. 
Last  week  Mr.  Griffiths  landed  one,  71b.,  two,  71b.  and 
81b.,  three,  71b.,  81b.,  and  8Jlb.,  five,  of  61b.,  71b., 
81b.,  91b.,  and  9jlb.,  fonrof6Jlb.,  71b., 81b.,  91b.,  and  two 
of  81b.  each  ;  while  Sir  George  Chetwode  had  two,  of 
91b.  and  111b.,  one  of  71b.,  three,  7ilb.,  81b., 
and  81b.,  one,  101b.,  one,  81b.,  and  two,  of  81b.  each; 
Mr.  Heath,  three,  71b.,  81b.,  and  9Ub. ;  and  Mr.  Toynbee 
Wo  and  three,  ranging  from  61b.  to  81b.  On  the  Cambns 
O  May  waters.  Lord  D’Arcy  Osborno  and  party  had 
thirteen  fish  from  71b.  to  111b.,  dnringthe  past  week.  On 
the  Glen  Tana  waters,  Mr.  Barry  and  party  creeled  thirty 
fish  to  four  rods,  forthe  week,  scaling  from  71b.  to  27ib. 
the  last  weight  was  got  on  Saturday,  and  was  a  real 
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beanty.  On  the  North-east  of  the  Forest  waters  Mr. 
George  Davidson  has  had  fair  sport,  hut  all  over  the 
results  have  not  been  up  to  expectations.  On  the 
Huntly  Arms  water,  Mr.  Grimble  had  two  fish  on  Friday 
of  91b.,  each,  and  one  on  Saturday  sealing  71b;  while 
Mr.  Baily  had  one  of  lojlb.,  and  one  of  71b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Sturrock,  one  of  101b.  on  the  same  water.  On 
the  Kincardine  O’Neil,  Bauchope,  and  lower  sections 
sport  has  been  very  meagre  ;  Mr.  Percy  Wor- 
mald  landed  one  of  151b.  on  the  Commonty  and 
another  of  91b.  on  the  Boi-rowstone  section,  while 
Sir  Blerhert  E.  F.  Lewis,  one  of  81b.  and  one  of  91b.  on 
tlie  Borrowstone  water.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  sec¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Lamond  had  a  beauty  of  91b.  with  sea-lice 
adhering,  on  trouting  tackle,  while  Nicoll, keeper,  creeled 
one  of  191b.  on  same  water.  On  Lower  Dess,  Oapt.  D.  F. 
Davidson  landed  one  of  91b.,  and  Mr.  Walter  Davidson 
one  of  81b.  On  the  Ballogie  waters,  Mr.  Edward  Drirm- 
mond  had  two,  of  7Jlb.  and  91b.  .On  the  Woodend  water, 
the  keeper  had  two  fish  of  71b.  and  81b.  On  the  Black¬ 
ball  Castle  water,  Mr.  F.  T.  Hay  had  four  fish  of  71b., 
71b.,  81b  ,  and  8Jlb.,  while  on  the  other  sections  adjoin- 
similar  disappointing,  and  in  many  cases  blank,  results 
have  been  experienced.  The  first  grilse  of  the  season 
was  landed  on  Thursday  last  by  an  angler  on  the  Inch- 
garth  section  of  the  Dee,  and  scaled  2Jlb.  The  Heath- 
cot  Hydropathic  section  is  yielding  excellent  trout  and 
whitling  fishing.  On  the  Don  not  a  salmon  is  being  got 
to  the  rod,  but  a  beauty  of  331b.  was  taken  in  the  nets 
one  morning  last  week.  This  is  the  top  weight  yet 
recorded  on  the  Dee,  Don.  and  coast  fishings  this  season, 
the  smallest  of  summer  lures  -Double  Irons — are  the 
taking  flies.  Trout  are  now  feeding  voraciously  and 
coming  fast  into  condition.  Deesipee. 

Deveron  (BaniFsliire). — In  this  river  and  adjacent 
sea  coast  the  net  salmon  fishings  for  the  past  week  were 
the  poorest  for  the  season.  The  weather  continues  dry, 
and  no  rain  having  fallen,  the  water  in  the  river  is  the 
smallest  at  this  date  for  several  seasons  back.  Fish  are 
also  keeping  from  the  shore,  and  for  the  past  week 
scarcely  one  has  ascended  the  river  from  the  sea.  The 
net  fishermen  swept  the  lower  pools  on  the  river  daily, 
but  did  not  succeed  in  landing  a  little  over  twent.y 
salmon  and  a  few  trout  for  the  whole  week.  Although 
disease  has  not  as  yet  wholly  disappeared,  the  fish  killed 
were  quite  clean  and  of  an  average  weight  of  101b.  Trout 
scaling  over  lib.  On  the  coast  the  stake  nets  were  in 
capital  position  during  the  whole  of  the  week,  but  few 
fish  were  caught,  and  from  all  the  stations  the  number 
was  not  so  large  as  that  got  from  the  river.  Up  to  this 
date  the  fishing  on  the  river  is  far  in  advance  of  that  of 
the  sea.  From  both  river  and  sea  three  boxes  were  con¬ 
signed  to  the  markets  for  the  week,  six  fewer  than  for 
the  corresponding  week  last  season.  From  the  coast  of 
Gardenstown  the  net  fishing  is  also  very  backward,  and 
only  two  small  boxes  left  for  the  week.  A  number  of 
anglers  were  on  the  lower  and  upper  waters,  but,  owing 
to  the  low  and  clear  run  on  the  river,  they  met  with 
indifferent  fishing.  The  baskets  of  trout  were  very 
light,  and  as  yet  no  salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rod  since 
the  opening  of  the  season. — H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — This  week’s  record  of 
salmon  angling  here  shows  a  still  further  decrease  in  the 
number  of  salmon  landed.  At  the  beginning  of  the  week 
the  water  was  very  low  and  clear,  and  little  was 
done  by  the  few  anglers  that  had  remained  here.  The 
want  of  rain  tvas  felt  by  other  than  anglers,  but  since 
my  last  notes  my  prediction  of  coming  spate  has  been 
verified.  On  Thursday  evening  rain  began  to  fall,  but 
not  heavily,  towards  the  sea,  but  from  the  dense  masses 
of  black  cloud  seen  in  the  distance  it  was  evidently 
coming  down  in  thorough  earnest  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  river,  and  the  effect  was  seen  on 
Friday  morning,  the  river  being  in  flood, 'but  the  water 
was  terribly  dark  and  dirty,  but,  for  all  that,  the  long- 
imprisoned  kelts  on  the  upper  reaches  could  find  their 
way  down  to  the  sea  easy,  if  no  new  fish  cared  to  face 
the  blackened  water.  By  sportsmen  the  spate  was 
received  with  welcome,  but,  although  the  river  was  in 
air  size  and  colour  on  Saturday,  the  results  were  disap¬ 
pointing.  Anglers  forgot  that  in  course  to 
the  river  the  water  passed  over  and  through 
he  great  patches  of  the  recently  burned  muir, 
and  in  such  cases  the  effect  is  that  a  certain 
bitterness  of  taste  is  imparted  to  the  water,  which,  by 
some  means,  keep  salmon  from  rising  freely.  How  the 
affected  water  acts  on  the  fish,  I  cannot  really  say,  but 
fancy  it  would  produce  nausea,  and  a  certain  amount  of 
torpidity,  and  until  another  fresh  spat  comes,  I  do  not 
anticipate  great  sport.  The  capture  of  a  27-pounder 
this  week  on  No.  2  above  will  be  noted.  It  was  a  well 
shaped  fish,  and  the  largest  got  here  this  season.  Trout 
anglers  have  been  doing  well  in  the  tidal  water,  getting 
from  (ilb.  to  91b.  of  sea  trout  in  a  few  hours.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  sport  for  the  week  : — On  Monday,  April  3,  on 
No.  0,  Mr.  Pilkington,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  111b.  ;  on 
No.  5,  Mr.  Coates,  one  of  101b.  ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Loder, 
one,  91b.  ;  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Ashworth,  one,  101b.  On  the 
4th,  on  No.  0,  Mr.  Ashworth  got  two  salmon,  81b.  and 
lOlb.  On  the  5th,  on  No.  5,  two,  91b.  and  281b.  ;  on 
No.  2  above,  Mr.  Kichard  Rutherford,  two,  81b.  and  91b. 
On  the  Gth,  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Loder  got  four  salmon  averag¬ 
ing  91b.  ;  on  No.  2  above,  Mr.  Coates,  one,  101b.  On  the 
7th,  on  No.  4,  Mr.  Loder,  two  salmon,  81b.  and  111b.  On 
the  8th,  on  No.  (3  above,  Mr.  Coates  landed  three  salmon 
averaging  lolb. ;  on  No.  2  above,  Mr.  Geo.  Ross  got  one 
salmon,  27lb.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Geo.  Ross,  on  No,  1,  had 
one  salmon,  71b.  Other  three  were  got. — S.C. 

Killin  Hotel  (Loch  Tay,  Perthshire). —  April 
7th,  Mr.  Wheen  one  salmon,  181b. ;  Mr.  Speed  one,  ISlb. 
On  the  12th,  Mr.  Kendrew  two,  171b.,  161b. — H.  J. 
Maiset. 


Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  continues 
bright,  with  an  easterly  wind.  On  Tuesday  a  few  drops 
of  rain  fell  in  the  morning,  while  the  sky  was  overcast 
during  most  of  the  day.  'I'wo  of  the  three  boats  out  had 
the  best  sport  of  the  season  with  fly,  viz.,  Mr.  Kensall, 
Hawick,  thirty-two  trout,  311b.  ;  and  Mr.  Menzies, 
Leith,  a  fine  basket  of  eighteen  trout,  221b.  The  other 
boat  was  out  with  Mr.  Gillon,  South  Queensferry,  who 
returned  with  eleven  trout,  i21b.  The  following  were 
the  other  boats  out  since  my  last  report  which  had  also 
improved  sport :  Miss  Taylor,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout, 
111b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  R.  Young,  Aberdour,  fourteen  trout, 
151b.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  Newport,  twelve  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr. 
Howe,  Newport,  and  friend,  nine  trout,  111b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
W.  F.  Bell,  Granton,  eleven  trout,  lilb.  8oz. :  Mr.  W. 
Ferrier,  Edinburgh,  eight  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Law’son, 
Dundee,  eight  trout,  81b.  8oz.  ;  Messrs.  Kinmond  and 
Russell,  Dundee,  seven  trout,  Gib.  The  average  weight 
of  trout  captured  since  the  season  opened  is  fully  lib. 
The  other  day  a  magnificent  haul  of  trout  was  got  in 
the  pike  net  taken  near  the  pier  which  contained 
between  eight  or  nine  dozen  trout,  several  of  them  over 
31b.,  two  small  pike,  and  two  perch  were  also  taken  in 
the  set. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  N.B.). — Owing  to  continuation 
of  bright  sunshine,  dry  weather,  and  frosty  nights, 
sport  in  salmon  angling  has  greatly  diminished.  On 
Saturday  week  Mr.  Richardson,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  a 
salmon  weighing  121b.  on  beat  No.  2  ;  and  Mr.  Soames, 
Syre  Lodge,  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.,  on  No.  1.  On  the  same 
day  Mr.  Maccance,  Bettyhill  Hotel,  grassed  a  9-pounder 
on  beat  No.  4.  On  Monday,  jMr.  Simpson,  Bettyhill 
Hotel,  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  on  beat  No.  1 ;  and  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Maccance  a  9-pounder  on  No.  G.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Simpson  landed  one  salmon,  lOib.,  on 
beat  No.  3  ;  and  Mr.  Maccance  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.,  on 
No.  1.  On  31st  ult.,  Mr.  Hugh  Bruce  landed  two 
salmon  on  the  Borgie  which,  in  common  mth  most 
northern  rivers,  is  now  very  low. — McB. 

North  Bsk.  -Mr.  Butters,  Perth,  staying  at  Pan- 
mure  Arms  Hotel,  last  week,  had  good  fair  baskets 
trout  in  North  Esk  and  West  water  ;  also  had  some 
very  good  sport  with  kelts.  —  Wm.  Lyon. 

Panmure  Arms  Hotel  Water. — OnPanmure  Arms 
water  Messrs.  Tongue  and  Bramfield  have  had  capital 
sport.  Tuesday,  11th,  a  basket  of  71b.,  varying  from 
^Ib.  upwards.  Wednesday,  12th,  not  so  good.  Weather 
too  bright,  but  fair  baskets. — Wm.  Lyon. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.) — Notwithstanding  unfavour¬ 
able  weather  and  low  state  of  the  water,  pretty  fair 
sport  has  been  got  on  the  lower  reaches  by  Mrs.  Farrar, 
Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Lake,  from  the  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel.— McB. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  whole  of  the  South  of 
Scotland  rivers  are  at  present  lower  in  volume  than  at 
any  period  during  last  summer.  I  had  a  tour  of 
inspection  the  other  day,  and  it  was  reaUy  surprising  to 
see  how  salmon  were  pool-bound  and  unable  to  get 
either  up  or  down.  On  one  river  I  counted  some  sixty 
salmon  in  three  pools,  but,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  fifty 
of  these  fish  were  kelts  on  their  way  back  to  the  Solway. 
As  I  got  in  one  case  within  a  few  yards  of  the  salmon,  I 
was  able  to  see  that  nine  out  of  every  ten  had  a  small 
spot  of  disease  on  the  snout.  I  noticsd  a  few  new 
salmon  in  the  Annan  on  Monday,  and  one  or  two  fresh- 
run  sea  trout.  The  fine  summer-like  weather  is  causing 
sea  trout  to  appear  much  earlier  this  year,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  run  of  these  mei’ry  little  fish  will 
be  over  a  month  sooner  this  year  than  usual.  I  had  a 
look  at  the  Solway  nets  the  other  day  in  order  to  form  a 
correct  idea  of  the  run  of  sea  trout  to  the  Solway  rivers. 
Some  of  the  nets  had  good  fish  with  the  night  tides.  One 
net  had  eight  sea  trout,  running  from  IJlb.  to  nearly 
21b.  each,  all  in  the  pink  of  condition.  From  what  1 
could  gather  the  lessees  and  fishermen  anticipate  a 
capital  run  of  sea  trout  immediately  there  is  rain  to 
freshen  up  the  rivers  and  cause  the  sea  trout  to  run.  No 
grilse  have  appeared  in  the  Solway  yet, — Annan — This 
river  is  remarkably  low  and  clear,  and,  except  on  days 
with  a  breeze  from  the  south,  there  has  been  little  sport. 
On  Thursday  night  the  first  new  run  sea  trout  of  the 
season  was  killed  by  Mr.  James  Thomson,  Port-street, 
fisherman  for  Mr.  Arthur  Nicholson  (a  visitor).  The 
trout,  a  particularly  nice  one  of  IJlb.,  was  killed  in  Violet- 
bank  stream  with  a  March  Brown.  Mr.  Thomsou  had 
several  yellow  trout,  none  over  ^Ib.  each.  The  Rev. 
George  Kennedy,  Newington  Lodge,  Annan,  had  some 
excellent  sport  the  other  evening  with  small  spider 
fly  on  the  Warmanbie  water,  Mr.  Kennedy  killed 
twenty  yellow  trout,  all  in  good  condition.  He 
found  the  March  Brown,  the  Hare  Lug,  and  Par¬ 
tridge  Spider  the  best  killing  flies.  Mr.  Heeley, 
artist,  had  five  yellow  trout  of  about  jib.  each, 
and  on  Saturday  he  killed  one  of  nearly  21b.  in  the 
Northfield  open  water.  Several  other  anglers  have  had 
from  four  to  six  each,  all  small  trout,  not  over  ^Ib.  each. 
Yesterday  was  a  capital  day,  and  good  baskets  were 
made  after  sunset,  in  the  lower  tidal  waters.  At  the 
“  Old  Mill,”  about  a  mile  below  the  town,  and  near  to 
Waterfoot,  a  few  anglers  had  splendid  sport.  Mr. 
John  Laurie  killed  twenty-four  yellow  trour,  with  fly, 
last  night ;  Mr.  Peter  London,  High-street,  had  twenty 
on  the  same  water,  and  Mr.  Patrick  McGivernin,  post¬ 
master,  half  a  dozen.  The  trout  have  been  feeding  by 
fits  and  starts,  some  anglers  fishing  for  hours  for  a  brace 
weighing  half  a  pound. — The  Aye  Lochs. — My  corre¬ 
spondents  write  me  that  excellent  sport  has  been  had 
on  odd  days,  when  the  wind  was  right,  and  rippled  the 
surface  of  the  locks.  On  Loch  Doon,  the  local  hands 
have  been  killing  two  and  three  dozen  daily  when  the 
breeze  was  on.  The  warm  weather  has  caused  a  heavy 
hatch  of  fly  round  the  lochs,  and  yellow  trout  are  plump 


and  fat.  The  fish  are  not  large,  running  about  six  or 
seven  to  the  pound,  but  an  odd  fish  up  to  lib.  is  occa¬ 
sionally  had.  The  large  number  of  trout  that  rise  to 
the  angler’s  flies  give  plenty  of  sport.  As  I  have  often 
been  asked  about  the  angling  here,  I  may  state  that  the 
fishing  on  Loch  Doon  is  free,  and  the  best  place  to  be 
handy  for  this  and  the  neighbouring  lochs  is  Dal- 
mellington,  where  there  are  two  hotels,  and  boats  and 
boatmen  can  be  had.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  use  of 
the  boats  by  staying  either  at  the  Black  Bull  or  the 
Eglinton.  The  ordinary  charge  for  a  boatman  is  4s. 
per  day  with  lunch.  Of  course,  like  all  Scotchmen  they 
like  three  thimblefuls  of  water  with  a  good  “  cinder  ” 
in  it.  —  The  Galloway  RtvEKS — All  my  corre¬ 
spondents  send  me  reports  that  there  is  practi¬ 
cally  no  angling  in  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  or 
the  Fleet.  Sport  has  been  at  a  standstill  for  some 
weeks.  On  the  Urr  and  its  tributaries  a  few  trout  have 
been  killed.  Mr.  J.  Glendinning  had  four  native  trout 
on  Plaintain  Loch.  On  Saturday  Mr.  T.  Craig  killed 
nine  small  yellow  trout  with  fly  on  the  Barburn. — The 
Nith — Nothing  has  been  done  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  town  of  Dumfries.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  in 
the  evenings.  In  the  'rhornhill  portion  a  small  trout  or 
two  are  being  caught  with  fly  after  the  sun  has  gone 
down.  The  draft  nets  in  the  river  have  been  killing  sea 
trout  during  the  past  ten  days,  and  with  the  low  water 
it  is  impossible  a  sea  trout  can  get  past  the  nets.  I 
believe  a  strenuous  endeavour  is  to  be  made  to  buy  up 
this  right  of  net  fishing,  the  only  remaining  one  on  the 
Nith.  Mr.  James  Herries,  who  brought  out  the  excel¬ 
lent  pamphlet  on  the  Solway  netting,  expects  to  get  this 
right  of  netting  the  town  water  brought  up — all  success 
to  him.  While  I  send  off  my  notes  there  is  no  prospect 
of  an  immediate  change  in  the  weather — “  bright  and 
warm.  ”  — Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  in  the  lower  reaches 
has  fallen  off  as  suddenly  as  it  revived  on  the  previous 
week,  and  only  the  reaches  from  Aberlour  to  Carron 
kept  it  from  being  a  comparative  failure.  True,  the 
conditions — the  lowness  of  the  river,  arising  from  the 
long  continued  drought,  and  continual  strong  sunshine 
during  the  day  with  frost  oveimight — have  been  every¬ 
thing  but  favourable  for  successful  sport ;  but  if  I 
recollect  aright  the  state  of  matters  last  year  were 
something  similar,  and  yet  sport  was  excellent,  but  then 
fish  were  in  the  river  in  large  numbers,  while  this  year 
the  very  reverse  is  the  case,  and  for  reasons  not  easily 
explained.  On  the  coast  the  fishermen  are  experiencing 
similar  results,  and  not  much  prospect  of  being  better 
this  week.  The  fish  caught  in  the  nets  are  heavier  than 
for  some  years,  weighing  from  101b.  to  121b  ,  201b.,  and 
251b.,  and  this,  together  with  a  good  number  of  kelts  they 
attribute  as  bad  signs.  From  Lossiemouth  the  despatch 
for  the  past  fortnight  was  rather  over  30cwt.,  a  very 
poor  fishing.  With  the  rod,  Mr.  McDiarmid,  game- 
keeper,  landed  on  Monday  from  the  Aberlour  water 
a  salmon  of  71b.  ;  on  Thursday,  from  the  Wester 
Elchies  water.  Captain  Gasco,  two,  weighing 
Glib,  and  61b.  :  and  from  the  Laggan  water, 
Colonel  Smith  had,  for  the  week,  three  fish  of 
good  average  weight ;  while  from  the  Carron  Lodge 
water  during  the  same  time  Sir  Walter  Gordon- 
Cumming,  of  Altyre,  grassed  four,  scaling  181b., 
IGlb.,  81b.,  and  61b.;  certainly  good  work  of  Sir 
Walter,  under  such  adverse  circumstances.  The 
weather  is  again  cold,  the  temperature  at  midday  on 
Wednesday,  registering  50  deg.  Pahr.,  falling  to  40  deg. 
at  night.  The  hills  had  a  fresh  coating  of  snow  on 
Tuesday,  which  naturally  tended  to  reduce  the  tempera¬ 
ture,  but  last  year,  even  with  a  like  temperature,  the 
March  Brown  had  made  its  appearance,  while  this  year 
I  have  not  heard  of  j.ts  being  seen.  Rain  seems  to  be 
hanging  about,  and  angler  and  agriculturist  alike  are 
hopeful  of  a  fall.  Until  such  takes  place  prospects  will 
not  improve.  During  the  last  day  or  two  the  clouds 
were  rather  broken  to  suit  the  fastidious  sportsman. 

Tay  (Perth.). — Owing  to  the  low  state,  of  the  river, 
which  is  now  at  summer  level,  sport  has  been  very  poor 
of  late,  with  the  exception  of  a  day  on  the  Taymount 
water,  where  the  boatman  killed  four,  231b.,  171b.,  171b., 
and  16lb.  Mr.  Lewis,  London,  killed  a  fish  of  171b.  on 
the  Benchill  waters,  on  Friday,  and  Capt.  Cringle  one 
of  same  weight  on  the  Logierait  water.  On  the  free 
water  Mr.  Robertson  had  sixteen  whitling  ;  Mr.  Hunter, 
twelve,  Mr.  Grant,  twelve ;  and  Mr.  J.  Cosgrove, 
eleven.  Tummel  ;  Mr.  Still  killed  a  fish  of  27ib.  on 
Friday. 

Trossachs  Hotel.  -March  29,  F.  M.  Rudd,  Wimble¬ 
don  Common,  five  trout,  51b.,  Loch  Achray ;  Slst,  F.  M. 
Rudd,  Wimbledom  Common,  seven  trout,  61b.,  Loch 
Drunkey.  April  1,  F.  M.  Rudd,  Wimbledon  Common, 
fourteen  trout,  91b.,  Loch  Vennachar  ;  E.  Plaskett, 
London,  four  trout,  31b,,  Loch  Achray  ;  R.  Blair,  four 
trout.  Loch  Katrine;  3rd,  F.  M.  Rudd  killed  seven 
trout,  51b.,  Loch  Vennachar  ;  4th,  F.  M.  Rudd,  nine 
trout,  4^1b.,  Loch  Vennachar;  5th,  F.  M.  Rudd,  three 
trout.  Loch  Achray  ;  E.  Plaskett,  London,  three  trout, 
Loch  Achray  ;  Gth,  F.  M.  Rudd,  thirteen  trout,  61b., 
Loch  Katrine.  This  is  the  second  boat  out  on  Loch 
Katrine  this  season ;  ail  the  trout  in  good  condition. 
Killing  flies,  March  Brown,  Zulu,  and  Grous?,  and  vari- 
gated  body. — R.  Blaie. 

Tweed. — With  a  continuance  of  dry  weather,  bright 
sunshine,  and  cold  frosty  winds,  the  occupation  of  the 
angler  is  almost  gone,  so  far  as  success  is  concerned. 
The  rivers  have  not  been  so  low  for  many  years  at  the 
same  period  of  the  season,  and  it  will  take  an  exception¬ 
ally  heavy  fall  of  rain  now  to  give  us  a  good  flood. 
Salmon  angling  there  is  practically  none,  and,  although 
a  few  fair  baskets  of  trout  are  now  and  again  got,  the 
majority  of  Waltonians  return  home  with  “  clean  ” 
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(".reels.  The  only  good  take  of  trout  that  has  come 
under  notice  during  the  last  month  was  one  of  23Jlb. 
got  hy  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle,  Westwood  Cottage,  Kelso, 
and  then  that  included  a  couple  of  good  sized  bull-trout. 
This  basket  was  killed  with  fly,  and  “Creeper,”  the 
lucky  angler  just  getting  in  amongst  the  trout  at  the 
right  time,  and  put  no  time  off  when  “  the  rise  ”  was  on. 
Several  other  small  baskets  of  from  21b.  up  to  31b.  havo 
been  got,  but  these  are  the  exceptions,  and  not  the  rule. 
On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  T.  N.  S.  Dickson,  Glasgow,  had  eleven 
trout  weighing  Olb.  2oz.,  heaviest  trout  lib.  14oz.,  and 
his  best  three  31b.  5oz.  On  the  same  river,  Mr.  John 
Dickson;  Glasgow,  had  eight  trout,  weighing  211b  :  and 
on  the  Whitadder,  Mr.  J.  Middlemass,  Glasgow,  killed 
thirty-one  trout  weighing  7Jlb.,  his  heaviest  three  being 
l|lb.  On  the  Bowmont,  below  Yetholm,  Mr.  MacKnight, 
Lempitlaw,  had  a  capital  dish  of  trout  of  "lb.,  all  the 
flsh  being  in  excellent  condition.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr. 
Affleck,  clothier,  Heiton,  had  41b.  on  Saturday  ;  and  on 
the  same  river,  Mr.  Thomas  Eobertson  had  31b.  Until 
we  get  some  fresh  water  into  the  rivers  angling  will  not 
improve.  The  annual  spring  competition  of  the  Kelso 
Angling  Association  takes  place  to-day  (Saturday),  but 
things  (io  not  look  like  as  if  the  winning  weights  will  he 
heavy. — Ma  x  wheel  . 

Irisli  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — The  water  has  never  been  so  low  for 
years  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Since  March  19,  no  rain 
worth  mentioning  has  fallen.  Consequently  tronting 
is  a  failure  on  the  lower  three  miles,  great  numbers  of 
pike  have  been  killed  on  the  Phantom  Minnow,  and 
plenty  were  shot  last  week.  The  river  would  be  well 
rid  of  the  brutes. 

Blackwater  (Co.  Tyrone). — In  consequence  of  the 
continued  drought,  angling  has  fallen  to  an  extremely 
low  ebb.  I  have  only  a  record  of  one  basket  of  four 
trout  killed  by  a  Glasgow  gentleman,  below  Verner’s 
Bridge  last  Monday. — J.  A.  B. 

Ziong'hL  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 

Sport  has  improved  slightly.  A  few  salmon  have  been 


had  by  Major  Cresswell,  M.  Brennan,  S.  Huggard,  and  , 
J.  Leary.  Some  good  brown  trout  have  been  had  I 
trolling. — F.  J.  Dennehy. 

Lough.  Melvin  and  Bundrowes  River. —Most  of  i 
the  waters  in  this  district  are  rather  low,  and  but  few  I 
salmon  anglers  were  out  on  Melvin  last  week.  Still,  ! 
considering  everything,  sport  was  fair.  Mr.  E.  G.  1 
Bowden,  on  Tuesday,  had  one  salmon,  111b. ;  Mr.  W.  | 
Mortimer,  on  Wednesday,  one  salmon,  101b.  ;  Mr.  ■ 
J.  H.  Browne,  on  WednescJay,  one  salmon,  11.11b.,  and  a  I 
trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  51b. ;  Mr.  E.  G.  Bowden,  on  j 
Wednesday,  one  salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  E.  Felix,  on  Thnrs-  j 
day,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.,  and  landed  and  returned  three 
kelts ;  Mr.  E.  G.  Bowden,  on  Friday,  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  ■ 
Mr.  M.  Cheaney,  on  Saturday,  one  salmon,  111b.  Several  j 
large  trout  {ferox)  were  taken  during  the  week,  amongst  i 
them  being  fish  of  6|lb.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  and  six  over 
3Jlb.  The  Bundrowes  is  very  low,  and  but  three  salmon 
were  taken  there  last  week.  Eain  is  badly  wanted. — 
M.  Eogan  Isons- 

Mourue  (Newtonstewart,  Tyrone).— The  want  j 
of  rain  is  severely  felt.  On  the  5th.  Mr.  Slater  and 
Mr.  Wood  had  light  baskets  of  brown  trout  ;  the  follow-  I 
ing  day  Mr.  Slater  killed  121b.  trout ;  on  Saturday  Mr. 
Witherow  and  Mr.  McClelland  arrived  at  Abercorn  | 
Arms,  and  had  some  sport  the  same  evening.  A  great  j 
many  English  anglers  are  waiting  for  favourable  weather  , 
to  patroni.se  Newtonstewart.  At  least  twelve  hours 
constant  rain  will  be  required  to  put  the  Mourne  in  ; 
form. — Stewartstown.  ^ 

Moy  and  Lakes  Ballina. — Since  last  report  only 
five  salmon  were  got  by  rods,  viz.,  one  by  your  oorres-  j 
pondent,  131b.,  Capt.  Jones  had  a  fish  iOilb..  Mr.  M.  I 
Eocbe  two,  101b.,  141b. ;  Mr.  Pery  one,  12ilb.  Trout  are 
rising  slowly,  owing  to  a  north-east  wind  and  bright 
sunshine.  The  best  basket  I  have  heard  of  in  one  day 
was  got  by  the  Eev.  J.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Butter, 
twenty  fish,  some  of  the  largest  going  21b.  A  change  of 
weather  is  apparent,  and  with  some  soft  showers  of  rain, 
sport  will  improve  with  salmon  and  trout. — Frank 
Hearns. 


Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — 

Major  Treherne  has  killed  a  really  beautiful  springer 
this  week.  He  hooked  the  fish  on  the  Bon-an-Voy  beat, 
and  had  a  grand  bout  out  of  it  for  twenty-five  minutes, 
when  it  was  gaffed  by  one  of  his  attendants.  It  weighed 
351b.  The  Major  also  got  a  fish  of  161b. ;  Mr.  C.  Lefroy 
landed  two  fish,  211b.  and  101b.  ;  W.  Ives  had  one  of 
221b.  Weather  still  bright  and  cold  in  the  afternoon, 
which  will  account  for  my  list  of  killed  and  wounded 
fish  being  so  meagre.  There  is  a  good  supply  of  fish 
up,  but  they  won’t  take  freely  until  we  get  some  rain. — 

S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castle  Connell). — Dry  bright  weather 
still  continues.  On  Doonas,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  got — 8th, 
one  salmon,  111b. ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Cripps  on  Newgarden — 
7th,  one  salmon,  251b.  ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  on  Hermitage 
— 5th,  one  salmon,  271b.  ;  6th.  one  salmon,  181b. ;  8th, 
one  salmon,  151b.  ;  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams,  on  Woodlands — 
5th,  one  salmon,  181b.  ;  7th,  one  salmon,  361b. — John 
Enright  and  Son. 

"Westmeath  Lakes  -Sport  still  hardly  worth  the 
seeking.  East  winds,  bright,  crisp  weather,  with  nightly 
frosts.  In  any  case,  it  is  better  it  should  be  so  now 
than  in  the  Green  Drake  season.  The  “  fly  ”  is  expected 
to  be  “  up  ”  early- -English  anglers,  get  ready.  There 
are  any  number  of  trout,  all  sizes,  in  these  lakes. — 

T.  J.  W. 


Holloway's  Pills. — Dismiss  your  doubts,  let  no  one  be  longer 
oppressed  with  the  notion  that  his  malady  is  incurable  till  these 
purifying  Pills  have  had  a  fair  trial.  When  ordinary  prepara¬ 
tions  have  failed,  these  Pills  have  been  used  with  the  most  marked 
success.  A  course  of  this  admirable  medicine  clears  the  blood 
from  all  impurities,  and  improves  its  quality.  The  whole  system 
is  thus  beneUted  through  the  usual  channels  without  reduction  of 
strength,  shock  to  the  nerves,  or  any  other  inconvenience:  In 
fact,  health  is  renewed  by  natural  means.  For  curing  diseases  of 
the  throat,  windpipe,  and  chest,  these  Pills  have  pre-eminently 
established  a  world-wide  fame,  and  in  complaints  of  the  stomach, 
liver,  and  kidneys,  they  are  equally  efBcacious.  They  are  com¬ 
posed  of  rare  balsams,  without  a  single  grain  of  mercury  or  any 
other  deleterious  substance. 


SHOBDON,  HEREFORDSHIRE, 

TROUT  and  GRAYLING  PISHING  CLUB 

GENTLEMEN  DESIROUS  of  BECOMING  MEMBERS  of  the  above,  which 
comprises  Lord  Bateman’s  Preserved  Fisheries  in  the  River  Lngg,  between 
Mortimer’s  Cross  and  Aymestry  Court,  and  in  the  Kenwater  and  Pinsley  rivers  at  the 
Wegfnalls  Estate,  near  Leominster,  are  requested  to  send  their  names  to 

W.  LAVER,  Secretary  of  the  Club,  Shobdon,  Herefordshire. 

The  club  is  limited  to  thirty  members  at  3  guineas  each,  and  each  subscriber  receives  a  member’s 
ticket  (available  to  March  25,  1894)  and  four  visitors’  tickets. 

SPRING  s.a.i:.iyiojN^  fishimtg. 

S  pattern  SALMON  RODS 


UNSURPASSED  FOR  LONG  CASTING. 

LIGHT  WEIGHT  and  of  VEiT  SUPERIOR  STTLE  and  FINISH- 


P.S. — The  first  clean  run  flsh  of  this  season  in  the  Tyne  was  taken  by  an  angler  using  one  of 
these  rods  and  one  of  our  flies.  The  flsh  would  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  another  equally  good 
angler  had  he  been  possessed  of  a  similar  weapon.  After  seeing  the  superiority  of  “  Our  Rods  ’*  he 
did  not  long  delay  a  visit  to  our  store  to  be  similarly  equipped. 

Another  of  our  flies  produced  the  &fico)id  fiah  for  this  season,  and,  as  proof  of  the  durability’and 
killing  powers  of  our  flies,  may  state  that  with  this  one  fly  fourteen  flsh  have  been  taken. 


TROUT  FLIES, 

Rods,  &  Tackle 
of  every  kind. 

Maker  of 

WADERS. 

Every  pair 
guaranteed. 

The  “ULTIMUS” 

FISHING  BAG. 
The  “  TYNESIDE  ” 

CREEL  BASKET- 

OiUfits  for  any  Part  of  the 
World. 


SALMON 

FLIES 


TO  ANY  PATTERN. 


LARGE  SELECIION 

ALWAY.S  IN 

SIOCK. 


SELECTED  GUT 


SALMON  CASTS. 


Catalogues,  Prices,  &c.,Free 
on  Application. 


ioe« 


ST..  3\roA;vca.s-fcle-c»aa.-*ry 


E«t.  1818. 

Tea  Prixa  Uedala. 


TEB  SFOBTUAE'S  VAI>S  UECUM. 

HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Qold  Medal., 
Part.,  1878, 
London,  1884 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

FETEB  F.  HEEBINO, 

Pweyor  b7  Appointments  to  the  Boyal  Danish  and  Imperial  HusBian  Courts  and  the  Frlnoe  of  Water. 

Bold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


FISHING  SOCKS 

TO  WEAR  OVER  WADERS. 


HAND  UNIT. 


HEAVY  HAND-KNITTED  SOCKS  ...  2s.  Od. 

SUPER  QUALITY  „  „  ...  2s.  6d. 

SPECIAL  HAND-KNITTED  STOCKINGS,  3s.  lid. 
SUPER  QUALITY  „  „  4s.  lid. 

Postage :  1  Pair  3d.  ;  2  Pairs  4jd. 

COMPLETE  PRICE  LIST  POST  FREE. 


iL.  W.  GA  ivr  iLGC: , 

Sportman’s  Outfitter, 

126  to  159,  HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C. 


J.  BERNARD  and  SON, 

-  5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly.  - 


Makers  of  SUPERIOR  CLASS  FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE, 

For  Salmon  and  Teout,  Pike  and  Coaese  Fish. 

SPECIALITIES — Natural  Wings,  Salmon  and  Trout  Plies,  and 

ditto  May. 

SPECIAL  FLOATING  FLIES  FOR  TEST  AND  ITCHEN. 


The  Studeley  Patent  Salmon  Fly-Book,  Small  Pockets. 

Catalogue  and  Diaey  Geatis. 


NOW  EXHIBITING  AT  THE  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION, 


H-oya-l 


S'tiEi.ja.cflL  SO* o.  27. 


Now  Beady,  sent  carriage  paid  to  any  address  in  the  United  Kingdom,  for  Fifteen  Shillings, 

k  PORTFOLIO  OF  PEBiNENT  REPBOBOCTIOIIS  OFTeT FISO  PICTDBES, 


From  Paintings  by  the  late  celebrated  Fish  Pgiinter, 


Piate  I.— THE  CAME  FISH  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

II.-KEY  TO  DITTO. 

III.-IN  A  FIX. 


CONTENTS : 

Plate  IV.-NOT  CAUGHT  YET. 
„  V.-THREATENED  WAR. 

VI.-HOMEWARD  BOUND 
„  VIl.-FOUL  PLAY. 


Plate  VIII.— THE  ANGLER’S  REST. 

„  IX.— THE  FIRST  LESSON. 

X.-A  LEAP  FOR  LIBERTY. 
XI.-THE  POACHER. 


“  A  charming  addition  to  the  Angler’s  Library  and  the  Club  Room.” — Fishing  Gazette. 

"  TEffl  reproductions,  simply  framed,  make  an  excellent  set  of  wall  fruit  for  a  country  honse,  smoking-room,  or  angler’s  private  den.” — ITie  Field 
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-  NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  ever  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H  Smith  and 
Son’s  Bail  way  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News¬ 
agents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &o., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 

'Tex'ms  of  Su.l>sox*lp4ilon. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  .  ...  10s.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

„  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage .  12s.  6d. 
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Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address. — “  KIVSAM,  London.” 
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SATURDAY,  APRIL  22nd,  1893. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 


THE  "IZAAK  WALTON  TEECENTENAHY.” 


OUR  1893  SUMMER  NUMBER. 


Although  we  have  published  the  date  of  Izaak 
Walton’s  birth  literally  millions  of  times  on  the 
very  forefront  of  the  Gazette,  we  are  reminded 
by  a  letter,  which  we  recently  published,  that 
August  9  next  will  be  the  300th  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  that  they  pro¬ 
pose  to  have  a  special  celebration  of  the  event  in 
Chicago,  as  described  in  the  letter. 

Not  to  be  behind  our  American  cousins,  we 
propose  to  issue  our  DOUBLE  SUMMER 
NUMBER  this  year,  early  in  August,  as  the 
“WALTON  TERCENTENARY  NUMBER,” 
with  Special  Illustrations,  Articles,  Notes,  &c., 
and,  we  hope,  a  reproduction  of  the  American 
Walton  Exhibit. 


One  Rid  only  to  be  used  on  the  Thames  Weir- 
Heads. — The  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames 
have  resolved,  in  reply  to  an  application  from  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  to  limit  the 
permit  holders  to  the  use  of  one  rod  each  on  the 
weir-heads.  The  weir-heads  are  the  private 
property  of  the  conservators,  and  in  making  this 
rule  do  not  interfere  with  the  bye-laws  of  the 
fishery  in  angling  in  mid-stream.  The  new  rule 
will  come  into  operation  at  once. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

SCOTCH  SPRING  RIVERS. 

Retrospect  and  Lilcely  Prospect. 

By  W,  Murdoch. 

To  indicate  briefiy  how  the  salmon  angling  has 
done  in  Scotch  waters  this  year,  so  far,  is  not  a 
very  difficult  matter.  If  spoken  of  in  its  widest 
scope,  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  proved  of  average 
quality  ;  yet,  as  is  the  case  every  year,  there  have 
been  some  notable — and  to  those  experiencing 
them,  gratifying — exceptions  to  the  general  state 
of  matters.  All  along.  Loch  Tay  has  done 
famously,  establishing  not  unlikely  a  record  yield, 
while  the  small  River  Brora  has  for  a  time  shown 
wonderful  sport,  as  also  have  some  sections  of 
the  Aberdeenshire  Dee.  The  best  reaches  of  Tay 
for  a  while — and  before  the  nets  went  on — were 
yielding  good  takes,  and  on  the  now  well-used 
Conon- Black  water,  the  angling  up  to  date  is 
reported  as  having  been  superior  to  that  obtained 
for  many  years  past.  Some  very  good  sport  for 
the  Teith  to  yield  was  also  had  on  that  river 
during  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  season,  and  it 
has  been  remarked  that  several  of  the  lochs 
from  which  it  is  fed,  and  to  which  salmon  have 
access,  have  already  beat  all  previous  seasons’ 
records  for  yield  of  fish  to  the  rod.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Tweed,  the  North  Esk,  the  Don,  the 
Deveron,  the  Ythan,  the  Spey,  the  Findhorn, 
Loch  Ness,  the  Oich,  the  Garry,  the  Beauly,  the 
Helmsdale,  the  Forss,  and  the  Halladale,  have  all 
yielded  under  the  average  amount  of  sport — a 
good  many  of  them  very  much  under  the  average. 
The  Shin,  the  Oykel,  the  Naver,  the  Thurso, 
Loch  Oich,  and  one  or  two  other  rivers  and  lochs, 
have  done  a  sort  of  between  the  extremes,  having 
given  varying  sport — throughout  the  period  of 
their  season  already  run — from  a  little  under  to 
quiie  up  to  the  average  quality  of  late  years.  All 
the  rivers  which  are  subjected  to  an  undue  drain 
and  senselessly  severe  usage  from  netting  have 
fished  very  much  below  their  usual — everyone  of 
them  except  Teith  and  Tay.  These  two,  along; 
with  the  Dee,  had  a  splendid  stock  (for  them)  of 
salmon  forward  in  their  waters  before  the  netting 
commenced,  and  to  this  fact,  and  it  alone,  is  due 
the  good  angling  that  they  have  yielded.  All 
the  other  rivers  that  are  used  in  a  manner 
utterly  inimical  to  sport  and  to  the  chance  of 
their  reproductiveness  becoming  enhanced,  have, 
without  one  single  exception,  fished  poorly  indeed. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  for  a  good  while 
before  the  season  opened,  and  during  the  first 
three  weeks  of  the  season,  most  of  the  rivers 
off  and  on  were  completely  icebound,  or  else 
running  out  water  so  intensely  cold  as  to 
deter  the  fish  from  making  the  ascent.  Con¬ 
sequently,  very  few  sought  to  push  inland 
until  after  the  netting  bad  got  a  commence¬ 
ment.  and  when  they  had  then  no  chance  of 
making  headway  to  the  angling  reaches.  The 
extremely  early  run  of  fish  in  great  numbers 
native  to  the  Dee  and  the  Tay,  and  the  good  run 
of  very  early  fish  belonging  to  the  Teith,  which  got 
forward  into  these  rivers  before  the  netting  com¬ 
menced,  owing  to  the  higher  temperature  of  the 
water,  was  purely  what  saved  the  angling  from 
being  exactly  I'ke  that  on  the  bulk  of  the  other 
spring  rivers.  But  in  the  case  of  Loch  Oich,  the 
Garry ,  the  N  aver,  the  Thurso,  and  the  H  el  msdale,  in 
connection  with  all  of  which  there  is  no  netting 
to  interfere  with,  or,  at  least,  materially  lessen 
the  first  run  of  fish,  it  is  difficult  to  explain  fully 
why  the  angling  has  not,  up  to  now,  been  a  good 
deal  superior  to  what  it  has  proved.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  at  least  may  be  said ;  The  weather  for  a 
long  time  was  extremely  dry,  keeping,  in  conse¬ 
quence,  both  the  water  and  the  sport  at  an 
unusually  low  ebb,  and  it  would  appear  from 
reports  received  that  even  with  the  iacilities,  in 
the  way  of  abundance  of  water,  which  now  and 
again  they  had.  the  fish  did  not  in  such  large 
numbers  as  usual  come  in  from  the  sea,  nor  have 
they  even  yet.  Everywhere  latterly — and  for 
well-nigh  a  month  now — angling  has  suffered  to 
a  tremendous  extent  by  reason  of  the  low  and 
bottom-foul  state  of  the  rivers,  brought  about  by 
almost  continual  drought,  with  severe  frost  over¬ 
night  accompanying  it.  Moreover,  during  all 
that  time  there  has,  in  most  localities,  been 
glaring  sunshine  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  ; 
and  sea-fogs  in  the  morning,  late  in  the  afternoon, 


and  in  the  evening,  have  also  prevailed  in  many 
districts,  to  the  making  (like  the  bright  glare)  of 
the  odds  being  greatly  in  favour  of  the  fish  and 
against  the  angler. 

Usually  when  it  is  dry  on  the  east  coast  and 
the  rivers  running  low,  it  is  wet  on  the  west  coast 
and  the  rivers  running  high,  and  vice  versa. 
Similarly,  also,  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that 
the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  the  country 
have  very  different  weather  from  each  other  at 
one  and  the  same  time.  But,  until  about  a  week 
ago,  every  part  of  Scotland,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  had,  for  over  a  month,  been  without  so 
much  rain  as  even  to  slightly  move  the  rivers. 
It  is,  therefore,  no  wonder  that  sport  for  the 
spring  season  has  proved  so  poor  this  year,  since 
the  month  or  five  weeks  during  which  the  angling 
on  the  majority  of  waters  usually  is  best,  proved 
so  utterly  unpropitious  to  the  angler.  It  rather 
is  more  a  wonder  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
so  much  has  been  done  on  different  waters.  It 
would  be  too  sanguine  to  hope,  at  this  late  period, 
that  the  season  can  now  be  redeemed  from  being 
a  ptrtial  failure  on  the  surface-fed  rivers  of  the 
far  north,  or  on  the  Tweed,  or  on  the  Spey,  or  on 
any  of  the  badly  used,  severely  netted,  and 
obstructed  rivers,  such  as  the  North  and  South 
Esks,  the  Don,  the  Deveron,  the  Findhorn,  the 
Beauly,  &c.,  where,  before  fish  were  forward,  or 
the  water  was  of  a  temperature  and  in  volume 
calculated  to  encourage  ascent,  the  netting  had 
commenced  in  all  its  severity. 

Nearly  a  fortnight  ago  it  was  hoped  that  the 
spell  of  exceedingly  dry  and  frosty  weather  had 
at  last  come  to  an  end.  Thunderstorms  broke 
out  over  various  districts,  and  accompanying 
them  there  was  a  good  deal  of  rain,  but  as  yet 
there  has  not  been  a  heavy  fall  all  over  the 
country.  When  it  does  come,  there  will  no  doubt 
be  a  considerable  impetus  given  to  angling,  but 
however  soon  it  may  come  it  cannot  now  do  much 
to  improve  sport  on  the  lower  and  middle  waters 
of  any  of  the  best  early  rivers.  With  the  water 
all  right — freshened  by  a  good  scour  out  of  the 
bottom  by  a  heavy  flood— there  ought  yet  how¬ 
ever  to  be  some  very  fine  angling  obtained  on  the 
Dee,  the  Garry,  the  Blackwater,  the  Brora,  the 
rivers  of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  basin,  the 
Helmsdale,  the  Naver,  and  the  Thurso.  In  the 
majority  of  those  rivers  most  of  the  early  run 
fish  are  meantime  what  is  called  “  potted,”  and 
until  they  are  made,  by  a  move  of  the  water,  to 
shift  to  other  pools  or  pots,  they  will  not  take  at 
all  readily. 

Having  been  so  scarce  on  the  coast  for  a  long 
time  back,  the  fish  of  the  spring  run  of  the  very 
early  rivers  have,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  yet 
to  come  forward  in  very  large  numbers  (before 
the  run  is  exhausted),  with  tue  object  of  pushing 
inland,  and  no  doubt  with  rougher,  darker  weather 
and  heavy  waters  they  will  straightway  appear 
on  the  coast,  and,  in  some  numbers  at  least, 
succeed  in  getting  inland  to  afford,  along  with 
their  earlier  ascended  brethren,  a  renewed  spurt 
to  sport  as  a  finish  off  to  anglers  for  the  spring 
season.  Except  with  fresh  run  fish  there  cannot 
now  however  be  much  sport  looked  for,  even  as 
low  down  as  the  middle  reaches  in  such  rivers  as 
the  Naver,  Thurso,  Helmsdale,  Oykel,  Brora, 
Conon,  Spey,  and  Dee.  On  the  higher-up,  good 
angling  waters  of  the  two  latter  rivers,  April  and 
May  prove  as  a  rule  the  two  best  months  of  the 
early  season,  and  I  should  be  much  surprised  if 
on  these  waters  the  time  between  the  present 
date  and  the  end  of  May  does  not  this  year  prove 
much  the  most  productive  of  the  whole  season  to 
the  rod.  The  long  com  inued  drought  has  had  its 
effect  upon  the  angling  of  the  Carron,  Wester 
Ross,  the  Lochy  and  Spean,  and  the  Awe  and 
the  Orchy,  in  so  far  as  that  it  has  caused  the 
commencement  of  the  season  on  these  —  the 
earliest  and  best  large  salmon  rivers  of  the  west 
coast — to  commence  later  and  in  a  poorer  fashion 
than  usual.  Before  this  time  the  angling — with 
the  water  in  ply  — should  prove  good  on  the 
Carron  and  the  Orchy  especially,  but  as  yet  it 
has  been  very  flat.  The  Lochy  and  Spean  and 
the  Awe  are  only  now  beginning  to  have  fish  in 
fair  numbers  seeking  their  waters,  and  as  the 
time  when  the  angling  usually  commences  on 
them  is  not  yet  gone  by,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  anglers  who  tis-h  them  and  rent  fishings  oit 
them  have  lost  much  of  the  sport  which  they 
could  have  reason  to  count  upon  early  in  the 
season,  from  the  experience  of  previous  years. 
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T  tiEAR  from  the  Lcchy  Spean  that :  “  There  is 
very  little  being  done  at  present.  The  water  is 
t(w  clear  and  low.  Mr.  Halands  has,  as  yet,  only 
killed  four  fish  of  a  good  size,  but,  with  plenty  of 
rain,  there  ought  to  be  fine  sport  got.” 


Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes:  “The 
ISorth  and  South  Esks  are  very  small  just  now, 
with  scarcely  a  single  fish  taking  them.  There 
are  very  few  on  the  coast.  I  have  not  heard  of  a 
grilse  being  got  yet.  Some  very  fine  baskets  of 
finnock  and  yellow  trout  have  been  got  this 
week.  Two  anglers  out  last  Thursday  on  the  low 
end  of  the  Morphy  water  did  well,  one  having 
two  dozen  finnock  and  some  fine  yellow  trout,  and 
the  other  had  sixteen  finnock  and  eighteen  yellow 
trout,  averaging  |lb.  Messrs.  Tongue  and  Bran- 
field  have  had  some  good  sport  last  week  on  the 
Panmure  Arms  water.  On  Tuesday  they  had 
71b.  of  trout,  from  ^Ib.  upwards,  and  on  Thursday 
they  had  another  catch  of  about  the  same  weight.' 


Our  Deveron  correspondent  writes  :  “  Since  the 
middle  of  March  very  little  has  been  done  either 
by  net  or  rod-fishing.  For  a  month  the  best  of 
weather,  so  far  as  agriculture  is  concerned,  has 
been  enjoyed,  and  for  the  past  fortnight  the  water 
has  been  exceedingly  clear,  and  is  daily  becoming 
lower.  Net  and  rod-fishing  is  therefore  retarded 
to  some  extent.  Another  difficulty  to  the  progress 
of  the  fishing,  peculiar  to  the  Deveron,  is  the 
exceedingly  erratic  nature  of  the  channel  in  which 
it  enters  the  sea.  Heavy  and  continuous  swells 
from  the  north  have  so  affected  the  bar  of  shingle 
adjacent  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  that,  at  its 
entrance  to  the  sea,  it  has  not  been  for  two  days 
the  same.  To-day  the  water  may  be  running  in 
a  swift,  gurgling  stream,  while  to-morrow  the 
channel  may  be  spread  over  several  hundred  feet, 
entering  the  sea  by  various  outlets.  The  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  season  have  occasioned  the  existence 
of  disease.  Foul  fish  have  not  been  induced  to  go 
.seawards.  A  good  fall  of  rain  would  alter 
matters  for  the  better.  No  grilse  have  yet  been 
landed  from  the  river.  When  it  is  notified  very 
early  in  the  season  that  a  grilse  has  been  landed, 
the  best_  authorities  are  inclined  to  question 
whether  it  is  not  a  late-spawned  small  salmon  ' 


Mr.  Archibald  Harper  writes  from  the  Thurso 
as  follows  :  “  It  is  now  quite  certain  that  the 
strongest  run  of  spring  salmon  came  up  the 
Thurso  this  year  in  January.  Since  the  blue-black 
has  run  out  of  the  river  and  gone  to  the  sea  to 
get  purified,  the  fish  in  Lochmore  have  given 
much  better  sport  to  the  anglers.  Six,  eight,  and 
ten  fish  were  got  in  a  day  last  week  to  six  rods; 
poor  sport  for  April  on  the  Thurso,  still  it  is 
better  than  the  previous  week.  There  is  now 
every  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  to  be  the 
worst  April  on  record.  It  is  so  by  a  long  chalk 
up  to  date.  The  rods  will  not  more  than  average 
ten  fish  each  up  to  the  15th  curt.,  while  February 
and  March  yielded  better  than  last  year.  April 
is  the  best  month  on  the  Thurso.  May  beats  it 
only  once  in  a  dozen  years  or  so.  If  it  should 
fail  to  beat  it  this  year  the  spring  angling  will  be 
very  poor  indeed.  Since  the  fine  weather  set 
in  four  weeks  ago  sport  has  been  on  the  decline, 
much  sunshine  and  too  little  water  being  the 
cause.  \  ear  by  year,  the  fish  on  entering  the 
river^  show  a  stronger  inclination  to  push  up  to 
the  higher  beats  and  Lochmore  quicker  than  was 
their  habit  previous  to  the  last  ten  years  or  so. 
This  year  shows  a  good  example :  in  February 
very  few  January  run  fish  were  found  in  the 
river,  but  when  Lochmore  was  tried  sure  enough 
they  were  there.  What  is  the  reason  of  this 
departure  .■*  ” 


paired  by  poachers  and  others  using  nets  and 
other  illegal  means  of  fishing.  Tne  objects  of 
this  association  are  :  (1)  To  preserve  and  improve 
all  fishings  open  to  the  public  in  the  district 
surrounding  Huntly,  and  (2)  to  prevent  illegal 
and  unfair  fishing,  encourage  fair  and  sportsman¬ 
like  angling,  and  increase  the  stock  of  fish  in  the 
rivers.  As  a  means  of  preventing  illegal  fishing 
the  association  have  arranged  to  place  one  or 
more  watchers  on  the  rivers,  and  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon  has  generously  undertaken 
to  prosecute,  at  his  own  expense,  all  persons  who 
may  be  found  fishing  illegally,  on  evidence  being 
furnished  him  by  the  association.  The  associa¬ 
tion  have  also  arranged  with  the  superintendent 
of  the  salmon  fisheries  on  the  River  Deveron  for 
the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  his  watchers 
with  those  of  the  association  over  the  free  water. 
To  carry  on  effeccually  the  work  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  it  is,  of  course,  necessary  to  have  funds,  the 
association  being  entirely  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions,  and  I  trust  you  may  kindly  see 
your  way  to  further  the  objects  of  the  association 
either  by  becoming  a  honorary  member  or  by  a 
contribution  towards  its  funds.”  The  object  is 
most  deserving  of  support,  and,  though  it  is  not 
once  in  ten  years  that  I  fish  at  Huntly,  I  yet 
shall  be  very  pleased  to  subscribe  balf  a  sovereign 
as  an  encouragement  to  many  more  to  show  their 
generous  aid.  _ 


McBouncer  writeth:  — “In  my  roamings 
through  all  parts  of  the  Scottish  Highlands 
during  the  last_  quarter  of  a  century  a  number 
of  amusing  gillie  incidents  have  come  under  my 
notice,  and  as  I  have  jotted  a  good  many  of  them 
in  my  note-books,  I  may  send  you  a  sprinkling 
from  time  to  time  in  the  hope  that  they  may 
prove  a  pleasing  variation  in  the  readable 
columns  of  ‘  Scotch  Notes.’  No  doubt  many 
sporting  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  must  have 
noticed  that  Highland  gillies,  especially  gillies  of 
the  old  school,  who  had  an  imperfect  knowledge 
of  English,  and  who  are  now  rapidly  disappear¬ 
ing,  had  an  inveterate  craze  for  using  long  words 
when  speaking  English.  Beurla  mhor  (tall  Eng¬ 
lish),  or  to  have  a  stock  of  lang-nebbit  words,  as 
the  Lowland  Scotch  say,  was  considered  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  in  order  to  shine  in  conversa- 
is  a  failing  common  to  all  illiterate 
-tiig'hlandinen  to  use  lon^  words — if  they  sound 
well— without  any  regard  as  to  their  significa¬ 
tions.  An  Inverness-shire  gillie  got  hold  of  the 
phrase  “most  abominable,”  and,  judging  from 
the  sound  thereof,  concluded  that  it  meant 
something  excellent.  Lord  H.  B - came  north 
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as  usual  at  the  shooting  season.  After  the 
formalities  of  handshaking,  &c.,  with  Callum  (for 
that  was  the  gillie’s  name),  his  Lordship  asked. 
And  how  is  your  wife,  Callum  ?  ’  to  which 
the  gilhe  smilingly  rephed,  ‘  Oo !  she’s  most 
apommynaple,  my  Lord;  just  most  apommynaple 
efer  since  you  saw  her !  ’  A  Perthshire  gillie 
who  had  the  proud  distinction  of  having  attended 
on  Royalty  was  bragging  about  the  talk  he  had 
had  with  the  Prince  of  Wales.  A  sceptical 
nei^hoour  hinted  his  doubts  by  remarking  that 
one  would  require  to  have  a  lot  of  big,  big  words 
before  he  could  talk  to  a  prince,  “  Hooch,  aye !  ” 
says  Donald,  “  nae  doot  aboot  that ;  such  as  Con- 
stantinawjile  and  words  like  that.” 


G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes :  “  For  some  days 
back  the  distant  hills  have  been  covered  with 
snow,  the  whole  wearing  a  very  wintry  appear¬ 
ance.  On  the  Invercauld  waters  at  Ballater,  and 
on  the  Forest  of  Glen-Tana  waters  of  the  Dee, 
sport  has  been  fairly  good.  Few  fish  are  coming 
from  the  sea.  On  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board’s 
best  river  station,  only  five  salmon  were  got 
between  Friday  and  Saturday  last.  Fifty  fish 
would  not  have  been  extraordinary  at  this  season 
during  the  same  time.  Not  for  twenty  years 
back  has  the  river  been  so  low  in  the  middle  of 
April.  The  ‘  Red  Eagle  ’  has  been  doing  heavy 
execution  among  the  kelts  and  the  few  odd  clean 
fish  which  are  being  got  on  the  mid-reaches. 
Don’t  you  know  the  ‘Red  Eagle’?  It  is  the 
latest  classical  name  for  the  prawn.  With  the 
fine  clear  waters,  night— between  the  ‘gleamin’ 
and  the  mirk  ’ — or  twilight  angling  has  been 
more  than  usually  successful.  A  small  run  of 
very  small  fish  came  away  last  week.  Charlie  Gill 
had  one  on  the  Woodend  water  weighing  only 
4|lb.  This  is  the  smallest  salmon  he  has  ever 
caught.  A  good  few  kelt  grilse  which,  in  an 
ordinary  season  would  have  migrated  seawards 
long  ago,  are  still  in  the  water.  In  their  well- 
mended  condition  they  are  not  easily  spotted  by 
the  tyro.  May  this  not  be  the  cause  of  much  of 
the  cross-swearing  which  is  being  indulged  in 
over  these  ‘beasties,’  as  to  whether  they  are  fresh 
run  or  not  ?  The  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company 
have  a  pisciculturist  of  no  mean  order  in  their 
able  manager,  Mr.  Walker.  Right  in  the  heart 
of  the  Granite  City  almost — at  any  rate  in  the 
heart  of  the  noise  of  its  commercial  centre — in 
Fish-street  (appropriate  appelation,  by-the-bye), 
has  he  again  reared  over  100,000  salmon,  which 
in  another  week  will  be  fully  prepared  to  do  for 
themselves  on  some  shingly  bank  of  the  Dee  and 
Don.  Year  after  year,  for  the  pure  love  of  the 
science,  Mr.  AValker  has  hatched  out  thousands 
of  eggs  (after  a  modest  and  unpretentious 
manner)  which  would  otherwise  have  been  lost. 
The  sight  on  Saturday  afternoon  was  charming. 
The  ‘  devil  ’  from  the  Brora  was  all  there ;  but 
my  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  for  the  nonce, 
had  another  name  for  it — more  expressive  but 
less  Parliamentary.” 


A  SUTHERLANDSHIRE  angling  friend  writes  me  : 
“  The  weather  is  now  altered  on  this  northern 
seaboard.  Saturday  forenoon  a  good  deal  of  rain 
fell,  although  not  sufficient  to  raise  the  rivers 
any  extent.  Since  then  it  has  proved  very  cold, 
the  thermometer  standing  at  30  degrees  in  the 
evening,  and  some  snowflakes  falling  from  the 
N.E.  Wednesday  last,  Donald  McNicol,  the 
keeper,  had,  I  hear,  four  fish  off  the  Forss  from 
61b.  to  lO^lb.,  and  rose  several  others.  Nets  along 
the  coast  doing  nothing  or  next  to  nothing.  Two 
dozen  nice  trout  were  got  off  Loch  Calam  one 
day  last  week,  this  being  the  first  take  for  the 
year  that  I  have  heard  of  in  the  district.  Tongue 
Hotel  has  been  let  to  a  new  man,  who  will  enter 
at  the  coming  term.  Many  thanks  for  the  very 
nice  patterns  of  flies  you  have  sent  me ;  they  are 
all  new  to  me  except  one.  I  rather  think  some  of 
them  may  prove  very  good  Naver  killers.  Last 
year  we  found  the  Silver  Doctor,  Black  Doctor, 
Silver  Grey,  and  Jock  Scott  were  what  the  grilse 
fancied  most.  The  Black  Doctor  did  especially 
well  on  dull  days.  I  have  been  getting  my  fish 
this  spring  mostly  with  a  strange  fly — largely 
red — which  I  call  Red  Sandy.  I  gave  one  last 
year  to  a  gentleman  who  was  going  to  fish  in  Ice¬ 
land,  and  he  told  me  afterwards  that  the  fish  went 
clean  mad  for  it,  and  that  he  killed  thirteen  with 
it  one  day.  I  hope  before  the  spring  angling 
season  runs  out  to  yet  have  some  good  fishing.  If 
only  we  could  get  plenty  of  rain  soon  this  would 
be  made  sure.” 


The  following  circular  has  been  issued  by 
W.  A.  Mellis,  Esq,,  of  Battlehill,  Huntly,  Aber¬ 
deenshire,  president  of  the  Huntly  Free  Fishings 
I  rotectiqn  Association :  “  I  beg  to  bring  under 
your  notice  the  above  association,  and  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  formed.  As  you  are  doubtless 
aware,  through  the  kindness  of  the  proprietor, 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon, 
there  are  long  stretches  of  the  Rivers  Deveron 
and  Bogie  and  their  tributaries  which  are  free  to 
anglers  to  fish  for  both  salmon  and  trout,  with 
the  rod.  But  this  boon,  which  has  been  for  so 
long  a  means  of  health  and  recreation,  not  only  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Huntly  but  to  visitors  from  a 
distance,  has  of  recent  years  been  greatly  im- 


Mr.  Angus  Morrison,  hotel-keeper,  Melvich, 
writes  :  “  I  am  still  going  on  with  the  stocking 
of  my  lochs  in  connection  with  this  hotel  and  the 
one  at  Reay.  I  put  2000  Fontanalis  into  one 
loch  last  week,  and  in  another  fortnight  I  will 
have  23,000  Lochlevens  ready.  I  was  with  Nicol 
NcNicol  on  Saturday  all  over  his  fishculturist 
establishment  at  Sandside.  What  a  lot  of  work 
he  does,  and  with  what  singular  success.  Alike 
in  hatching  out  as  in  rearing  salmon  and  trout  of 
different  varieties,  he  has  proved  himself  compe¬ 
tent  as  anyone  I  have  ever  seen  or  heard  of.  So 
far,  this  year  promises  well  for  fronting.  To 
judge  from  the  trout  I  have  already  seen,  1 
should  say  the  loch  trout  this  year  will  be 
forward  in  condition  unusually  early.” 


Gp  to  the  beginning  of  this  week  angling  was 
still  backward  on  Loch  Ness,  the  River  Oich, 
Loch  Oich,  and  the  Garry,  in  consequence  of  a 
continuance  of  the  unusually  dry  weather.  On 
all  these  waters  the  salmon  fishing  has  been 
a  partial  failure  this  season  up  to  date. 


On  the  Aberdeenshire  coast,”  says  a  corre¬ 
spondent,  “  towards  the  end  of  last  week  the 
fishing  got  a  good  deal  better,  although  it  did 
not  come  up  to  expectation.  The  fish  were  of 
better  quality  and  there  was  considerable 
improvement  in  the  size,  weights  from  251b.  to 
•>2lb.  not  being  scarce.  This  week  very  little  has 
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been  done,  a  nasty  sea  coming  away  on  Sabbath 
which  has  since  made  results  about  barren  north 
of  Aberdeen.  A  good  few  fish  tried  the  rivers  in 
the  end  of  last  week,  but  I  should  think  that 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water  about  the 
whole  of  them  fell  to  the  nets.  I  have  seen  two 
or  three  more  of  those  small  fishes  which  parties 
in  their  utter  ignorance  have  dubbed  grilse, 
but  not  one  of  the  real  thing  have  I  seen  yet.  If 
one  had  been  got  in  any  of  the  earliest  districts 
in  Scotland  for  grilse  I  should  have  heard  of  it. 
Sea-trout  are  still  not  at  all  numerous,  but  what 
there  are  of  them  coming  in  about  are  of  very 
fine  quality.”  _ 

O.v  the  Carron,  Easter  Ross,  whereon  sport  has 
not  yet  proved  of  much  account  all  round, 
although  it  came  with  a  brief  big  burst  some 
time  ago,  otters  have  been  “  depredating.”  and 
one  of  them  was  trapped  the  other  day  by  George 
Macdonald,  gamekeeper,  Glencalvie.  It  was  a 
good  specimen,  measuring  about  5ft.  from  snout 
to  point  of  tail.  ____ 

A  COERESPONDEKT  writes  inquiring  if  Mr.  Archi¬ 
bald  Harper’s  heavy  weight  otter  was  not  water¬ 
logged.  He  says  he  understands  that  the  otter  was 
in  the  water  drowned  when  he  was  found,  and 
that,  as  it  is  the  case  that  an  otter  soon  will_  in¬ 
crease  to  one-third  more  weight  by  waterlogging, 
he  will  feel  obliged  if  Mr.  Harper  will  says  if  be 
does  not  think  that  quite  101b.  could  have  been 
added  to  the  weight  of  the  beast  by  this  means. 

In  Scotland  all  over,  March  and  the  first  half  of 
April  this  year  have  been  a  tract  of  fine  weather 
such  as  no  one  remembers  to  have  been  equalled 
during  the  same  period  and  without  interruption. 
Very  singular  it  is,  therefore,  that  for  the  same 
space  of  time  the  salmon  angling  on  nearly  all 
Scotch  rivers,  and  the  salmon  netting  everywhere 
around  the  Scottish  coast,  should  have  proved 
worse  than  ever  previously  known — at  least  for 
generations  back.  _ 

Reports  come  from  the  Tweed  that  matters  are 
in  a  miserable  state,  simply  nothing  being  done 
either  by  nets  or  rods. 

Disease,  meantime,  is  rather  bad  in  a  number 
of  Scotch  salmon  rivers,  including  Tweed,  Dee, 
Deveron,  and  Spey. _ 

QriTE  a  lot  of  finnock  have  been  got  on  the 
Ythan  of  late,  but  tbe  common  remark  of  those 
catching  them  is  that  they  are  very  soft. 

Mr.  Wii.  Garden,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Aber¬ 
deen,  who  is  a  wonderfully  expert  practical 
angler,  was  out  on  Saturday  last  on  the  Iving- 
causie  waters  of  the  Dee,  and  in  little  over  an 
hour  basketed  twenty-four  sea-trout.  There,  as 
on  tbe  contiguous  section,  the  Culter  water, 
fished  by  guests  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen, 
the  fish  were  in  perfect  shoals,  and  for  an  hour 
and  a  half  they  rose  like  mad.  Instantly,  how¬ 
ever,  they  dropped  off  and  not  one  would  mudge. 

I  consider  it  most  extraordinary  that  such 
magnificent  sea-trout  and  finnock  water  as  is 
rented  by  the  Imperial  Hotel  should  not  have 
been  more  largely  taken  advantage  of  during 
this— the  best— month.  Only  one  rod  fished  it  on 
Saturday.  _ 

For  about  a  fortnight  past,  despite  the  tremen¬ 
dously  low  state  of  the  water,  finnocks  have 
been  a  wonderful  show  on  the  Dee  from  the  tide¬ 
way  to  seven  or  eight  miles  inland. 

The  top  score  of  salmon  for  the  week,  so  far  at 
least  as  I  have  heard,  was  got  on  the  Dee  at  Glen 
Tana,  by  young  Barry  of  Keiss  Oastle — ten  fish 
in  one  day ;  about  all,  I  understand,  with  the 
Jeannie  fly.  _ 

On  the  Blairgowrie  loch  and  Loch  Tummel 
some  whopping  trout  were  got  lately. 

Latterly  angling  at  Loch  Boisdale  has  been 
proving  not  amiss.  In  condition  the  trout  are 
very  well  forward  for  the  season. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  when  conditions 
are  what  we  consider  utterly  unfavourable,  we 
sometimes  bave  the  best  sport.  This  year’s  best 


day  on  Loch  Leven — had  last  week — was  got 
under  conditions  which  would  not  have  been 
judged  at  all  propitious.  Yet  there  were 
a  number  of  capital  baskets,  tbe  average  being 
about  1.51b.,  made  up,  generally,  of  a  like 
number  of  trout.  _ 


Angling  on  the  Tay  is  all  to  ‘‘  pigs  and 
whistles  ”  this  week ;  and  for  salmon  it  is  feared 
it  will  now  remain  pretty  muc’n  in  this  condition 
until  the  autumn  comes  round.  The  bang’d  nets 
play  the  deuce  with  the  Tay. 

According  to  the  Scotsman,  a  pair  of  ospreys 
have  once  more  returned  to  nest  in  one  of  the 
turrets  of  the  ruined  castle  of  Loch-an-Eilan, 
Rothiemurchus,  Strathspey.  Every  year  since 
about  the  beginning  of  the  century  the  ospreys 
have  occupied  this  favourite  haunt,  returning 
every  season  with  unfailing  regularity  between 
the  iOth  and  the  16th  of  April.  One  of  the  birds 
made  a  Ashing  expedition  to  Loch  Insh  on  Sunday, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  stormy  state  of  the 
weather,  soon  succeeded  in  pouncing  upon  a  good- 
sized  pike,  with  which  it  immediately  winged  its 
way  to  its  eyrie.  _ _ 

Angling  for  the  free-rising  large-sized  early 
yellow  trout  of  Don  and  Deveron  has  progressed 
and  marked  considerable  improvement  during 
this  past  week.  A  good  rise  of  trout  has  also 
been  up  on  the  Ythan.  The  Don  and  Deveron 
trout,  considering  the  season  is  so  young,  are 
very  forward  in  condition,  and  with  the  extremely 
low  water  have  got  into  the  hard  run  streams. 
There  it  is  that  they  are  taking  ;  in  other  sorts  of 
water  they  are  hardly  to  be  seen  or  lured.  The 
casts  and  flies  are  extremely  fine  ;  almost  nothing 
but  midge  size  will  bringup  the  trout  readilyeven 
in  very  rough  water.  Few  baskets  of  over  a 
dozen  pounds  have  been  got  on  the  Don  that  I 
have  heard  of,  but  I  learn  from  a  friend  on  the 
Deveron  that  several  capital  takes  have  been  got 
there  lately  among  them,  one  rod  for  two  succes¬ 
sive  days  having  close  on  401b. 

Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  after  the  rain, 
were  cold,  with  snow  to  a  considerable  depth 
lying  on  the  higher  hills,  but  Wednesday  brought 
a  most  genial  change,  when,  caused  by  the  drops 
of  fresh  rain  fallen  previously,  the  rivers  rose  a 
few  inches,  and  a  regular  shoaling  of  the  kelts 
going  over  the  fords,  in  a  hurry  to  get  to  the  sea, 
was  witnessed.  It  can  be  understood  to  what  a 
state  of  ebb  the  rivers  had  attained,  when  it  is 
stated  that  last  week  salmon  were  taking  finnock 
flies  in  preference  to,  and  almost  ignoring,  larger 
ones  ;  finnock  and  sea- trout  were  taking  best  with 
medium  yellow  trout  flies,  and  yellow  trout  were 
taking  the  midge  patterns  with  more  zest  than 
any  other. 


WINDERMERE  AND  THE  LAKE 
DISTRICT. 

{Continued  from  "page  276.) 

By  Gilnockie. 


EstIIWaIte  Water,  a  pretty  little  lake  about 
three  miles  from  the  ferry  opposite  Bowness  and 
close  on  five  miles  from  Coniston,  also  claims 
attention.  It  is  about  two  miles  long  and  affords 
capital  perch  fishing.  When  it  receives  the  same 
attention  which  has  been  extended  to  Windermere 
and  Coniston,  what  a  glorious  spot  it  will  become; 
and  how  comeatable  both  the  larger  lakes  are 
from  Esthwaite,  scarcely  a  cockstride,  as  they 
say  in  the  Hortb.  Hawkshead,  a  quaint  little 
market  town,  is  situated  at  the  head^  of^  the 
lake,  where  good  and  cheap  accommodation  is  to 
be  had  both  in  private  lodgings  and  at  the  inns. 
The  Red  Lion  may  be  singled  out  as  one  of  tbe 
cosiest  inns  in  the  town,  where  the  charges  are 
very  moderate.  A  couple  of  hours  row  round 
this  charming  lake  on  a  fine  day  is  one  of  the 
greatest  enjoyments  possible.  The  boatman  at 
Hawkshead'  some  years  ago  was  one  of  the 
curiosities  of  the  district,  a  tall,  thin,  grizzly  old 
fellow,  Watty  Tyson  by  name.  He  had  been  the 
fisherman  of  Esthwaite  over  fifty  years.  He 
lived  and  died  in  a  ramshackle-looking  old  man¬ 
sion,  the  entrance  to  which  was  an  old  stable 
littered  with  all  sorts  of  odds  and  ends  of  fishing 
gear,  rods  of  his  own  manufac'ure,  eel  spears. 


broken  landing  nets,  &c.  Beyond  was  the  kitchen 
where  he  jiassed  his  indoor  life,  mending  or 
making  tackle,  cooking  his  eels  or  perch  when 
he  could  not  sell  them,  and  retiring  to  sleep  in 
another,  if  possible,  gloomier  den.  Watty  was 
eighty-two  when  he  died,  and  in  days  gone  by  had 
been  huntsman  to  Mr.  William  Taylor,  of  Hawks¬ 
head.  When  Watty  made  any  field  blunder 
his  master,  who  was  a  stern  hunter  of  the  old 
school,  was  wont  to  administer  the  thong  to 
him,  upon  which  occasion  the  old  man  used^  to 
cry  out,  “Oh,  God  bless  you,  master;  oh,  God 
bless  you.”  Those  who  have  visited  the  lakes 
some  ten  yea.rs  ago  may  have  met  Watty  in  their 
fishing  excursions.  He  was  an  honest  fellow 
and  very  popular  with  the  anglers  who  annually 
come  to  Esthwaite.  Tyson  reminds  me  of  Billy 
Balmer,  the  boatman  to  the  “  Admiral  of  the 
Lakes,”  as  the  Right  Honourable  George  Canning 
dubbed  Professor  Wilson  during  the  famous 
regatta  held  on  Lake  Windermere  in  the  summer 
of  182.5.  Billy  Balmer  was  a  little  man,  weather 
beaten  in  complexion,  and  much  marked  with 
smallpox.  He  walked  in  a  doglike  fashion,  but 
was  a  sure-footed  ’un  ;  a  capital  storyteller  in  his 
broad  Westmoreland  dialect,  he  invariably  made 
his  master  the  hero  of  the  tale  on  hand.  Billy 
was  always  dressed  in  sailor-fashion,  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  manning  the  fleet  which  the 
“  Admiral”  at  one  time  kept  on  the  lake.  It  is 
pleasant  to  record  that  Billy  died  at  last  in  his 
master’s  house  in  Edinburgh,  surrounded  by  kind 
friends,  among  whom  was  the  grand  old  Professor 
himself,  a  striking  contrast  to  the  last  moments 
of  poor  Watty  Tyson,  who  had  nothing  but  a 
colony  of  rats  to  keep  him  company  during  his 
last  sad  years.  Billy  Balmer  was  a  great  man 
on  the  day  of  the  regatta,  one  of  the  most 
splendid  sights  that  ever  enlivened  Windermere. 
Fifty  barges  made  up  the  procession,  and  the 
three  Bards  of  the  Lakes  led  the  cheers  that 
hailed  Scott  and  Canning.  “It  was  a  scene 
worthy  a  royal  progress,  and  resembled  some  of 
those  rare  pagents  prepared  for  the  reception  of 
regal  brides  beneath  the  dazzling  sunset  of 
southern  skies.”  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Lockhart 
remained  three  days  at  Elleray,  but  although  Mr. 
Canning  intended  visiting  Abbotsford  the 
arrangement  fell  through,  much  to  ScoA  s  dis¬ 
appointment.  This,  however,  is  a  digression. 
Leaving  Hawkshead,  let  us  to  beautiful  Coniston, 
which  in  former  times  was  much  poached,  and 
polluted  with  copper  mines.  Coniston  Lake  is 
directly  opposite  Bowness  in  a  straight  line  by 
Esthwaite  Water,  and,  as  has  been  intimated 
previously,  is  eight  miles  as  the  crow  flies 
from  Windermere.  It  is  a  beautiful  lake,  and 
lies  in  the  midst  of  the  most  charming 
scenery  imaginable.  Boats  are  plentiful,  and  the 
accommodation  is  good.  As  I  mentioned  before, 
this  lake  will  be  fishable  before  any  of  the  others. 
From  Coniston  to  Seathwaite  Tarn  is  a  tough 
journey,  but  the  tarn  is  well  worth  visiting. 
Gateswater  is  passed  on  the  way  from  Coniston. 
This  is  a  peculiar  little  lake,  and  has  apparently 
no  outlet;  the  water  makes  its  way  by  percolating 
through  the  rocks,  and  reappearing  some  distance 
below.  Grasmere  Lake  and  Rydal  Water,  which 
are  close  together,  could  now  be  visited.  These 
lakes  are  connected  by  a  small  stream,  and 
contain  pike,  perch,  and  some  trout.  The  brook 
between  Grasmere  and  Rydal  holds  some  trout, 
and  plenty  of  trout  may  be  had  in  the  stream 
which  feeds  Grasmere  Lake.  Two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Grasmere  to  the  north-west,  among 
the  hills,  lies  Easdale  Tarn,  where  there  are 
good  perch  and  trout,  which  rise  well  in  a 
south-east  wind.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  Codale  Tarn,  which  is  close  at  hand,  and 
should  be  visited.  Loughrigg  Tarn  also  contains 
good  porch;  then  a  short  walk,  and  Skelwith 
Bridge  is  reached,  and  the  River  Brathay,  which 
contains  trout  and  char.  In  this  neighbourhood 
several  mountain  tarns  exist,  which  almost  all 
hold  trout,  and  in  addition  many  of  the  mountain 
streams  afford  sport,  the  trout  in.  them,  though 
small,  are  numerous,  and  easily  taken.  Burnrnoor 
Tarn,  some  distance  across  the  mountains,  is  a 
capital  spot,  and  beyond  that  is  Wastwater,  the 
wildest  of  all  the  English  lakes.  The  scenery 
over  Styhead  Bass,  and  up  Langdale,  is  of  a 
rugged  description,  and  amply  repays  the  journey. 
A  big  jump  might  then  be  taken  to  Keswick. 
Derwentwater  lies  close  to  the  charrning  little 
town,  and  is  well  stocked  with  trout,  pike,  perch. 


Good  boats  and  every  accommodation  are  to 
be  had  in  abundance,  and  a  day  on  the  lake 
iirespective  of  fishing  is  a  treat  of  no  ordinary 
kind.  The  lake  is  about  three  miles  long  by 
something  like  a  mile  and  a  half  in  width  at 
its  broadest  part ;  it  is  of  an  oval  form,  and 
IS  surrounded  by  mountains.  There  is  a  charm 
about  Derwentwater,  with  its  well-wooded  islands, 
when  once  visited  that  never  fades  from  the 
recollection.  Near  the  foot  of  the  lake,  the  Greta 
nowing  out  of  Thirlmere  joins  the  Derwent, 
which  after  a  course  of  five  or  six  miles  runs 
into  Bassenthwaite.  Both  Greta  and  Derwent 
contain  some  good  fish,  and  tickets  are  granted 
at  a  moderate  rate.  From  Wantendlath  Tarn 
runs  a  stream  which  forms  the  famous  Falls 
Godore,  and  both  tarn  and  stream  are 
well  stocked  with  fish,  especially  during  a  fresh. 
Buttermere  and  Crummock  Water  are  reached 
by  taking  the  road  up  to  Borrodale,  through  the 
village  of  Rosthwaite,  then  keeping  to  the  right 
over  Iloniston  Pass,  by  the  Slate  Quarries  and 
down  the  valley  to  the  little  hamlet  of  Buttermere, 
which  lies  between  the  two  lakes.  The  trout  in 
Gruramock  Water  average  ^Ib.,  they  are  fond  of 
sombre  coloured  flies,  and  May  and  June  are  the 
best  months.  Some  very  fine  char  are  taken  in 
this  lake,  but  they  seldom  rise  at  the  fly.  There 
IS  a  very  comfortable  inn  here  where  good 
accommodation  is  to  be  had  at  a  cheap  price.  The 
River  Cocker  flows  from  the  north  end  of  Crum- 
and  joins  the  Derwent  at  Cocker- 
mouth.  The  Cocker  abounds  in  trout,  especially 
in  the  autumn  months  ;  capital  baskets  are  often 
made  in  the  Derwent  in  its  five  miles  course  from 
Its  outlet  at  the  foot  of  Derwentwater  to  its 
junction  with  Bassenthwaite  Lake.  Bassen¬ 
thwaite  is  a  fine  sheet  of  water  some  four  miles 
long,  and  some  good  pike  and  perch  fishing  are 
to  be  had  in  it.  Sea-trout  are  plentiful,  and 
salmon  and  grilse  in  the  autumn.  Ullswater,  one 
ot  the  larger  lakes,  nine  or  ten  miles  long,  supplies 
{^od  fishing,  and  a  boat  of  course  is  necessary  for 
the  purpose.  Here  again  the  scenery  is  of  that 
charming  order  which  almost  defies  description. 
Good  sport  can  also  be  had  in  the  Rivers  Eamont 
and  Lowther,  in  the  vicinity  of  Pooley  Bridge,  and 
in  Hawes  Wafer  by  permission  of  the  Earl  of 
Lonsdale.  Hawes  Water  is  not  over-fished,  and 
lies  in  a  lovely  country.  Other  streams  and  lakes 
exist  in  what  is  called  the  Lake  Country 
beyond  those  I  have  mentioned,  but  the  subject 
IS  too  big  for  a  single  article  ;  indeed,  this  is 'my 
third  try,  and  I  am  as  far  off  as  ever  in  my  attempt 
to  do  justice  to  the  theme.  All  I  can  do  at  pre¬ 
sent  18  to  convey  to  readers  a  general  idea  of  what 
the  fascinating  district  is  like,  and  what  its 
prosp^ts  promise  to  be  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Lake  District  Angling  Association.  ’Twill  be  a 
glorious  day  for  the  votaries  of  the  gentle  craft 
when  the  entire  Lakeland  is  under  the  sway  of  the 
association,  and  all  the  lakes  of  Cumberland  and 
Westmoreland  are  well-stocked  with  the  right 
kind  of  fish.  How  anglers  from  all  p^rts  will 
fiock  to  wild  Westmoreland  and  rocky  Cumber¬ 
land  remains  to  be  seen.  Anyhow,  I’ll  hazard  the 
prediction  that  the  Lake  Country  will  hold  its 
ownin  a  few  years  with  the  most  favoured  spots 
Isles.  What  is  there  to  prevent  it  ? 
ihe  district  is  now  well  peopled  by  visitors  in  the 
summer  months,  but  when  another  attraction  is 
lent  to  the  fascinating  locality,  where  is  the 
angler  who  will  not  long  to  “  gallop  to  those 
beautiful  1  alleys  and  glens  like  a  deer,  over  a 
hundred  heathery  hills,  to  devour  the  dark  rolling 
river,  or  the  blue  breezy  lake  ?  What  heart  will 
Tu  s  thunder  of  the  nearing  water- 

tail  i-  lis  captivating  and  irresistible;  lo,  yonder 
flows  the  long,  dim, shallow,  rippling, hazel-banked 
line  of  music  among  the  broomy  braes,  all  astir 
with  back-fins  on  its  surface;  and  now  the  feed  ia 
cn  teeming  with  swift-shooting,  bright-bounding, 
and  silver-shining  scaly  life,  most  beauteous  to 
behold,  at  every  soft  alighting  of  the  deceptive 
lure,  captivating  and  irresistible  even  among  a 
shower  of  natural  leaf-born  flies  a-swarm  in  the 
mountain  woods.”  Thus  or  nearly 
thus  did  old  Kit  Lorth  address  the  most  remark- 

of  a  shepherd, 

and  the  Shepherd  said  it  was  Verra  guid,  but  he 
aye  considered  the  English  lakes  awfu’  sma’ 
potatoes  when  compared  to  some  wee  bit  lochs  in 
bcotland  he  could  mention,  and  crack  up  if  he 


iEotes  anlr 


-A-.  Fisher,  of  Shrewsbury,  tcok  a 
14  jib.  salmon,  a  41b.  salmon,  and  a  21b.  trout  last 
week.  Mr.  F.  has  had  seven  Severn  salmon  this 
season  already. 

liiE  Reported  Closing  of  a  Stretch  of  the 
Thames  by  the  Duchess  of  Sutherland.— In  the 
Times  of  Tuesday  last — and  substantially  in  the 
Baiiy  Telegraph  on  Wednesday — appeared  the 
following  paragraph  :  “  The  stretch  of  the  Thames 
Monkey  Island  and  Boveney,  near 
Windsor,  has,  it  is  stated,  been  closed  to  anglers 
by  the  riparian  owner,  who  has  issued  instruc- 
tions  to  his  keeper  to  summon  anyone  fishing 
within  those  limits  in  the  future.  The  water 
holds  a  good  stock  of  fine  roach,  chub,  and  pike  ; 
and  in  the  past  has  offered  to  London  anglers 
considerable  sport  and  recreation.”  With  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  purport  of  the  above  paragraph  we 
pleased  to  say  there  is  not  one  word  of  truth. 
How  the  rumour  came  to  be  set  about  is  not 
exactly  known  ;  but  undoubtedly  it  obtained 
publicity  through  the  correspondence  of  an  expert 
and  usually  reliable  fishing  authority  at  Eton, 
who  went  so  far  into  detail  as  to  say  that  Mr.’ 
Plummer,  jun.,  of  Monkey  Island,  had  been 
appointed  bailiff  to  preserve  the  fishery  rights 
of  Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Sutherland, 
Naturally  the  announcement  has  created  some 
dismay  amongst  local  anglers,  as  among  those  ot 
the  London  fraternity,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  announce  that  the  grounds  of  alarm  are 
entirely  imaginary.  Not  only  has  Mr.  Plummer 
contradicted  the  statement  that  he  has  received 
any  such  appointment,  but  the  Duchess,  who  has 
been  interviewed  on  the  subject,  has  declared 
that  the  statement  is  altogether  without  founda¬ 
tion  or  the  slightest  authority  .so  far  as  she  is 
concerned. —  Windsor  and  Eton  Gazette,  April  15. 


that  a  caddis  had  got  him  tightly  in  his  death 
grip,  and  could  only  be  made  to  let  go  by  my 
giving  him  his  own  death  squeeze.  In  order  to 
satisfy  ourselves  of  this  remarkable  revolt  from 
the  natural  order  of  things,  we  carried  several  of 
the  grubs  up  home,  and  I  placed  them  in  a  breed¬ 
ing  tray  where  several  thousands  of  trout  fry 
were.  For  several  days  I  have  watched  results 
very  carefully  and  seen  many  battles ;  but  the 
specimen  sent  was  seized,  killed,  and  partly  eaten 
under  my  direct  observation,  so  that  I  can  vouch 
for  the  accuracy  of  it.  The  Colonel  (who  is  not 
only,  an  excellent  fisherman  and  a  constant  reader 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  a  keen  observer  of 
natural  things)  suggested  that  I  should  send  an 
account  to  you,  as  being  likely  to  interest  your 
readers,  and  perhaps  to  throw  some  new  light 
upon  the  well-known  voracious  feeding  habit  of 
these  embryo  forms  of  fish  fly.” 


SHAD. 

[A  correspondent  in  Spain  asked  for  some 
information  about  Shad,  and  Mr.  Willis  Bund 
very  kindly  gives  us  the  following  note. — Ed. 
F.  G.] 


May -FLY  Fishing  in  Ireland.— I  inclose  an 
extract  from  my  fishing  record  of  last  year,  the 
perusal  of  which  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of 
your  readers  medifating  a  visit  to  Ireland  during 
the  approaching  May-fly  season.  The  extract  is 
a  summary  of  twenty-two  days’ dapping  with  the 
natural  May-fly  on  Lough  Sheelan,  viz.,  from 
]>lay  21  to  June  11,  1892,  but  the  record  inay 
practically  be  said  to  refer  to  twelve  days  only, 
as  there  were  ten  days  of  dead  calm,  during 
which  no  dapping  could  be  done.  I  may  add 
that  the  fish  were  the  most  perfect  beauties  as 
regards  shape,  colouring,  and  marking  that  lever 
saw,  and  one  of  the  nine-pounders  played  for  an 
hour  and  ten  minutes,  during  which  time  the 
boat  drifted  exactly  a  mile.  There  were  three 
rods  altogether,  and  the  grand  total  amounted  to 
sixty-one  fish,  weighing  1741b.  Our  individual 
takes  were  as  follows :  I  took  two  fish  of  61b., 
four  of  41b.,  five  of  31b.,  seven  of  21b.,  and  two  of 
lib.,  making  altogether  twenty  fish  weighing 
691b.;  my  friend  had  one  of  7lb.,  one  of  51b 
three  of  31b.,  eight  of  21b.,  and  eight  of  Hb.^ 
total,  twenty-one  fish  weighing  4510 ;  and  the 
boatman  accounted  for  two  of  91b.,  one  of  81b. 
one  of  71b.,  one  of  41b.,  five  of  31b.,  eight  of  21b.,’ 
and  two  of  lib.,  or  twenty  in  all,  weighing  701b! 
— Salmo  S.,  in  the  Field. 


Trout  Fry  and  Larv.a. — Mr.  F.  S.  Perkins 
writes  from  Tenby  :  “  I  have  sent  you  up  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  intermediate  form  (the  larva  one) 
of  one  of  our  fish  feeding  flies,  and  should  be  glad 
it  you  could  name  it,  be  it  “stone,”  “cinna¬ 
mon,  “  alder,”  or  other.  Please  also  find  an 
emaciated  trout  fry  coated  over  with  glycerine. 

curious  thing  happened  the  other  day 
which  IS,  I  think,  not  generally  known,  i.e.,  the 
prey  rounds  upon  the  enemy  and  consumes  him, 
thus  reversing  the  order  of  nature  altogether. 
In  company  of  a  gallant  Colonel  V.,  neighbour  of 
mine,  I  turned  out  several  thousands  of  trout 
try  into  a  tributary  of  our  trout  water  here. 
Directly  the  first  batch  was  let  go,  the  Colonel 
noticed  that  one  of  them  was  in  difficulties,  and 
showed  evident  signs  of  distress,  being  fast  to 
something  by  the  head  and  lashing  about 
furiously  with  his  tail  the  while.  I  discovered 


'■  The  alice  shad  was  never  very  abundant,  but 
considerable  numbers  were  taken  in  the  Severn 
estuary,  and  occasionally  some  quantites  are  taken 
now.  The  twait  shad,  however,  used  to  be  most 
abundant,  and  ran  up  the  Severn  before  the 
weirs  were  put  in  as  far  as  Shrewsbury;  stragglers 
still  get  up  to  Worcester,  but  within  the  last 
twelve  years  or  so  the  number  has  greatly 
decreased,  and  it  has  become  a  rare  fish  instead 
of  a  very  plentiful  one.  In  the  month  of  May  and 
June,  the  twait  run  up  to  spawn,  and  while  in 
the  rivers  are  the  most  restless  of  fish.  In  the 
day-time  they  lie  in  the  deep  pools,  but  in  the 
evening  and  at  night  they  rush  about  from  pool 
to  pool  as  if  possessed.  While  in  the  fresh-water 
they  give  very  good  sport  with  a  rod  and  line — 
an  ordinary  fly-rod  with  plenty  of  line  and  suit¬ 
able  grayling  grasshopper  tackle,  only  the  grass¬ 
hopper  several  sizes  larger  is  the  best  bait.  You 
“  sink  and  draw  ”  through  the  deep  pools,  work¬ 
ing  against  the  stream,  and  if  the  shad  are  in  a 
humour  to  take  they  will  come  at  the  bait  as  fast 
HS  you  can  throw  it  in.  They  are  a  strong,  active 
fish,  but  very  tender  mouthed,  and  any  pulling  at 
them  at  once  breaks  the  hold.  As  soon  as  hooked 
they  usually  srart  down  stream  with  a  rush,  then 
jump  out  of  the  water,  then  double  back,  out  of 
I  he  water  again,  and  you  never  know  what  is  the 
next  move.  Until  you  get  used  to  it  you  lose  a 
number,  but  if  they  are  inclined  to  take  it  does 
not  matter,  for  as  fast  as  you  lose  one  you  get 
hold  of  another.  Suddenly  they  leave  off  taking, 
and  you  may  go  on  fishing  your  very  best  and  will 
never  get  a  touch.  Then  they  will  begin  again,  and 
while  it  lasts  the  fun  is  fast  and  turious.  The 
shad  run  from  about  half  a  pound  to  three  pounds, 
but  the  usual  size  is  from  one  to  two  pounds.  I 
have  caught,  some  years  ago,  over  a  hundred  iti 
a  day.  The  season  only  lasts  about  a  week 
or  a  fortnight,  and  now  I  should  think  a 
dozen  a  good  bag.  Whitsuntide  is  the  time 
they  are  usually  about,  and  unless  there  is 
a  heavy  water  in  the  third  week  in  May 
we  never  see  them.  I  only  know  one  or  two 
places  where  the  fishing  can  be  had,  all  on 
private  property  and  all  strictly  preserved.  Per¬ 
haps  the  Powick  water  on  the  Teme  is  the  best, 
but  this  may  be  because  I  know  it  best.  The  falling 
off  in  numbers  is  usually  attributed  to  sewage  ; 
that  no  doubt  has  something  to  do  with  it,  but 
netting  has  more.  During  the  time  the  twait 
are  about,  the  fishermen  use  a  smaller  meshed 
net  on  purpose  to  catch  them.  Another  reason 
is  the  weirs.  A  shad  has  a  serrated  fin  on 
the  belly,  and  it  is  said  that  this  prevents  him 
swimming  up.  There  are  other  causes  and 
reasons  that  might  be  mentioned,  but  this  is 
already  too  long  for  your  space.  It  is,  however, 
pity  that  one  of  the  gamest  of  our  fish  is  being, 
if  it  is  not  quite,  destroyed.  Shad  when  caught 
are  of  no  use  as  an  article  of  food,  indeed,  as  they 
come  up  to  spawn,  they  are  not  in  a  condition 
for  the  table.  I  should  add,  to  avoid  disappoint¬ 
ment,  I  regret  to  say  I  am  not  able  to  give,  and 
do  not  quite  know  how  anyone  can  get  any  shad 
fishing.  J.  w.  Willis  Bund. 
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THE  CREEPEK  TAKING. 


Quite  a  month  before  the  usual  time  the 
creeper  is  taking  in  the  North.  In  the  Caldew, 
near  Carlisle,  on  April  6,  a  young  angler  basketed 
eight  trout  with  that  killing  bait.  The  Caldew 
is  always  a  week  or  so  earlier  than  the  Eden,  but 
for  years  I  have  regarded  the  first  Saturday  in 
May  as  the  earliest  date  on  which  it  was  any  use 
fishing  the  creeper  in  the  Caldew.  One  year  on 
that  date  I  did  fairly,  basketing  eighteen  trout, 
and  on  the  previous  Thursday  the  late  famous 
expert,  Dickie  Routledge,  had  tried  it  in  the 
Eden  without  a  nibble.  This  year,  however,  so 
far  the  season,  as  judged  by  the  hawthorn  hedge¬ 
rows,  which  are  already  in  leaf,  is  un¬ 
usually  early  in  the  North ;  the  almost 
entire  absence  of  east  winds  this  spring 
has  made  an  enormous  difference,  and 
the  same  thermometrical  conditions 
which  forwarded  tKe  bud  and  leaf  have 
evidently  been  at  work  in  the  fishing 
regions.  The  brilliant  sunshine  and 
balmy  air  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
in  Easter  week  inspired  two  interest¬ 
ing  movements,  namely,  the  movement 
of  the  creepers  towards  the  edges,  and 
the  movement  of  the  trout — knowing 
by  instinct  when  they  are  likely  to  find 
that  succulent  bait — to  the  streams  in 
search  of  the  creeper.  The  insect — 
which  is  the  larva  of  the  stone-fly — 
is  in  the  water  all  the  winter,  hiding 
under  stones  and  buried  in  gravel,  until 
the  warm  sunshine  inspires  a  mysterious 
impulse  to  go  out  upon  the  land,  climb 
upon  a  stone  or  up  the  trunk  of  a 
tree,  grip  with  its  feet,  and  die.  At 
all  events  it  must  think  it  dies,  for 
its  back  bursts,  and  out  comes  a  lovely 
yellow  fly — the  newly-born  stone-fly  is  a 
very  pretty  object — and  the  empty  husk 
of  the  creeper  bears  witness  for  weeks  that  it  is 
dead.  The  life  history  of  the  insect  is  both 
interesting  and  significant. 

The  creeper  only  moves  by  slow  degrees  to  the 
side,  usually  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  day,  and 
it  is  at  such  times  that  it  is  most  deadly  as  a 
bait.  In  a  late  season  it  is  not  over  before 
June  20;  as  a  rule  it  is  not  on  before  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  this  year’s  experience  of 
a  take  of  trout  with  it  on  April  6  is  unprece¬ 
dented.  The  stone-fly,  moreover,  seldom  seen  in 
numbers  before  the  middle  of  May,  has  already 
appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Eden,  six  weeks 
earlier  than  last  year. 

There  is  no  form  of  trout-fi.shing  more  en- 
trancing  than  th it  with  either  of  these  baits.  If 
either  is  equally  available,  say  about  the  middle 
of  May,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  have  a  supply  of  both. 
If  the  day  be  sunny,  warm,  and  calm,  the  creeper 
is  infinitely  superior;  if  the  weather  be  dark  and 
blustery  the  fly  is  the  more  killing,  fished — 
not  in  the  streams  as  the  creeper  is — but  in  pools, 
especially  under  trees  and  near  grassy  banks. 
There  are  days,  of  course,  when  a  thoughtful 
hand  will  change  from  one  bait  to  the  other  and 
back  again  to  suit  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather. 
If  on  a  cloudy  day  there  comes  a  warm  gleam  of 
sunshine,  it  is  worth  while  putting  on  the  creeper, 
as  the  trout  with  one  consent  change  their 
quarters  completely  in  a  few  minutes.  The  fly, 
though  a  tenderer  bait,  and  more  difficult  to  cast, 
has  one  advantage  over  the  larva ;  with  the  latter 
the  angler  must  be  prompt — two  seconds  are  too 
much  to  allow  the  fish,  which  soon  feels  the  hooks 
and  ejects  the  bait ;  but  the  fly  seems  to  possess 
a  more  irresistible  attraction,  as  if  the  trout  misses 
it  or  fails  lo  hold  it,  he  will  come  at  it  again 
and  again.  One  of  the  wrinkles  I  picked  up  from 
Dickie  Routledge  was  that  “trout  will  take  a 
worm  when  they  will  take  a  creeper,”  but,  though 
I  am  fond  of  angling  with  the  worm  on  the 
Stewart,  I  prefer  to  take  more  trouble  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  creepers,  which  are  not  only  a  more 
cleanly  bait,  but  seem  to  afford  more  sportsman¬ 
like  practice.  When  the  first  flood  of  June 
carries  away  the  stone -flies,  that  is  early  enough 
for  the  worm  ;  and  trout,  gorged  and  surfeited 
with  the  banquet  of  stone-flies,  take  the  worm 
with  avidity  about  three  days  after  the  flood. 

Greta. 


LAMPERNS  AND  THE  KODAK.” 


Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  nearly  all  the  streams 
near  us  there  are  lots  of  lamperns,  and  just  now 
it  is  very  interesting  to  watch  them  making  their 
spawning  beds.  They  gather  together  in  com¬ 
panies  of  from  three  or  four,  to  as  many  dozens. 
They  like  to  work  round  and  round,  and  excavate 
quite  a  hollow.  They  prefer  clear  water  with  a 
smart  little  current.  They  move  quite  good- 
sized  pebbles  out  of  their  holes,  and  are  so  intent 
on  their  operations,  that  a  stick  thrust  down 
among  them  will  not  drive  them  away.  I  saw 
one  little  colony  of  about  thirty,  working  away 
round  a  stone  as  big  as  my  fist.  I  quietly  with 


Kodak”  Photograph  op  Lamperns. 


my  stick  moved  the  stone,  and  instantly  all  the 
lamperns  were  working  where  the  stone  had  been 
imbedded. 

I  sent  my  son  on  Monday  to  have  a  snap-shot 
at  them  with  his  “Kodak,”  and  enclose  you  a 
rough  print  (unfixed).  Ir.  is  taken  from  an  almost 
vertical  holding  over  the  fish,  and  of  course 
through  the  water. 

It  is  the  first  time  that  lamperns  have  been 
photographed,  I  fancy. — Yours,  &c  , 

Watford,  March  20.  1893.  C.  E.  Fry. 

[In  reply  to  this  letter  we  asked  Mr.  Fry  if  he 
would  kindly  send  us  a  fixed  silver  print  of  the 
lamperna  and  he  kindly  did  so,  and  we  have  re¬ 
produced  it  in  the  Gazette. — Ed.] 


SOME  FREE  AND  OTHER  PISHING 
IN  IRELAND. 

(Continued  from  page  208.) 


By  J.  T.  E. 


There  are  several  smaller  streams  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  neighbourhood  of  Groom,  the  fishbig  in  most 
cases  being  excellent  and  free  ;  perhaps  the  best 
are  the  Rivers  Comogue  and  Morning  Star.  The 
former  joins  the  Maigue  close  to  the  town,  and  is 
an  exceedingly  pretty  stream  ;  the  trout  run,  as 
a  rule,  larger  than  in  the  main  river,  fish  up  to 
41b.  frequently  being  landed. 

Like  the  Mnigue,  it  can  easily  be  fished  without 
wading,  but  differs  from  it  somewhat  in  character, 
the  pools  and  rapids  following  each  other  in 
closer  succession.  Salmon  run  up  this  river  at 
times  in  considerable  numbers,  and  the  trout 
fisherman  spinning  a  minnow  will  often  en¬ 
counter  them ;  unfortunately  small  pike  are 
rather  numerous,  and  play  sad  havoc  with  the 
minnower’s  fine  tackle. 

The  flies  generally  used  by  the  local  anglers 
(and  as  a  rule  it  is  policy  to  follow  their  lead)  are 
the  March  Brown,  Hare’s  Ear,  Orange  and 
Grouse,  and  the  Olive  and  Green  Wrens,  but  no 
doubt  any  of  the  flies  used  on  such  rivers  as 
the  Itchen  or  Test  would  prove  deadly  here, 
and  in  fact  on  any  trout  stream  in  Ireland. 

The  Morning  Star  is  also  a  tributary  of  the 


Maigue,  and  joins  that  river  between  Bruree 
and  Rosstemple.  The  trout  do  not  run  quite  so 
large  as  in  the  Comogue,  but  they  are  remarkably 
game  and  very  numerous.  Close  to  the  town  of 
Croom  is  Tory  Hill,  modestly  so  called,  although 
it  might  be  correctly  described  as  a  small 
mountain  ;  at  its  base  is  a  tiny  lake,  perhaps  not 
more  than  twenty  acres  in  extent,  but  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  depth,  and  reported  to  hold  pike  of  very 
large  size  ;  it  certainly  looks  “  jacky,”  and  a  day 
would  probably  not  be  wasted  in  giving  it  a  trial. 
There  is  a  boat  upon  it  belonging  to  a  farmer 
living  on  the  mountain  side,  who  will  willingly 
lend  it  to  the  visitor. 

While  in  this  district  the  angler  should  not  fall 
to  visit  those  celebrated  angling  resorts,  Castle 
Connell,  and  Killaloe.  To  do  this  he  must  retrace 
his  steps  to  Limerick,  and  take  train  thence  by 
Waterford  and  Limerick  Railway.  Castle 
Connell  is  a  small  village  on  the  banks 
of  the  Shannon,  seven  and  a  half  miles 
north-east  of  Limerick  city,  and  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  thebest  salmon  anglingstation 
on  the  river.  The  fishing  is,  however, 
at  present  let,  but  the  angler  will  not 
regret  a  visit,  even  though  he  cannot 
fish,  the  salmon  leap  and  waterfalls  on 
the  Hermitage  and  Doonass  fishery 
alone  being  worth  a  long  journey  to 
see.  The  salmon  taken  here  run  very 
large,  301b.,  and  even  401b.,  being  a  not 
uncommon  weight. 

In  addition  to  the  river  scenery,  there 
are  many  other  objects  of  interest,  not 
the  least  among  them  being  the  remark¬ 
able  ruins  of  the  famous  castle.  It  is, 
however,  the  fishing  tackle  manufactory 
of  Messrs.  Enright  and  Son,  established 
here,  that  has  made  the  name  of  Castle 
Connell  familiar  in  every  part  of  the 
world.  Probably  there  is  no  salmon 
angler  living  who  has  not  heard  of  the 
Castle  Connell  rod,  and  the  great  repu¬ 
tation  they  have  gained  for  casting  power, 
in  which  they  are  surpassed  by  no  other 
rod  made,  is  richly  deserved.  I  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  looking  over  this  celebrated  factory,  and 
must  say  that  I  was  considerably  astonished  to 
find  such  an  extensive  business  existing  in  this 
distant  Irish  village.  The  stock  of  greenheart 
presently  being  seasoned  is  enormous,  and  the 
finished  rods  ready  for  immediate  despatch  have 
to  be  reckoned  by  hundreds.  Surely,  if  the  ex¬ 
pression  “  a  forest  of  rods  ”  was  ever  justified,  it 
should  be  applied  here  ;  salmon  and  trout  rods  in 
every  conceivable  size  and  variety,  are  stacked 
away  in  such  immense  numbers,  that  I  could  not 
forbear  asking  if  it  was  within  the  region  of 
possibility  to  find  customers  for  them  all.  A  ' 
glance  at  Messrs.  Enright’s  order  book  give  me 
a  complete  answer ;  orders  and  repeat  orders  ' 
were  pointed  out  to  me  from  almost  every  part  of 
the  world,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  demand 
for  these  beautiful  rods  is  very  large  indeed. 

The  Shannon  Hotel  is  by  far  the  largest  in  the 
district,  and  under  the  personal  supervision  of 
Mrs.  Enright,  offers  the  comforts  of  home  to  the 
tourist  and  angler,  rarely  to  be  met  with  in 
Ireland.  Mrs.  Enright  is  the  le-see  of  the 
“Prospect,”  “Doonass,”  and  “Newgarden” 
fisheries  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  some¬ 
times  has  a  vacancy  for  a  rod  or  two. 

The  town  of  Killaloe,  some  six  miles  further 
north,  is  situated  upon  the  banks  of  the  Shannon, 
on  the  boundary  line  of  Tipperary  and  Clare,  a 
fine  stone  bridge  of  thirteen  arches  connecting 
the  two  counties.  The  surrounding  neighbour¬ 
hood  is  singularly  beautiful,  and  no  matter  in 
which  direction  one  turns,  a  magnificent  pano¬ 
rama  of  mountain  scenery  and  luxuriantly 
wooded  heights  is  presented.  To  the  angler, 
however,  the  charms  of  river  and  lake  will  pro¬ 
bably  prove  more  seductive,  and  I  know  of  no 
place  upon  the  Shannon  which  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  in  preference  to  this. 

In  the  first  place,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
river  is  free  to  the  salmon  angler,  and  in  one 
particular  pool  upon  this  free  water  many  good 
fish  are  taken  annually.  This  pool  is  the  first 
above  the  bridge,  and  immediately  in  front  of 
the  Shannon  View  Hotel  (Mrs.  Reddans!,  to 
whose  hospitality,  by  the  way,  I  most  cordially 
recommend  visitors. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  these  free  waters  often 
yield  sport  when  the  most  strictly  preserved 
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portions  of  the  river  are  drawn  blank.  This  was 
the  case  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  season 
here,  one  angler  landing  four  very  fine  fish  from 
the  pool  I  have  mentioned,  while  one  fish  only 
W’as  taken  on  the  leased  waters.  I  mention  this 
to  show  that  it  must  not  be  inferred  because  a 
water  is  free  that  it  is  necessarily  valueless,  some¬ 
times  certain  conditions  are  in  existence  which 
prevent  some  cf  the  best  waters  being  let — would 
that  there  were  more  of  such  conditions. 

Another  and  greater  attraction  is  the  splendid 
trout  fishing  to  be  obtained  on  Lough  Derg, 
during  the  Green  Drake  season.  This  usually 
commences  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  from 
then,  on  to  the  end  of  August,  no  finer  free  trout 
fishing  is  to  be  had. 

This  lake  is  celebrated  for  the  size  and  beauty 
of  its  trout,  fish  of  51b.  and  tilb.  being  very  fre¬ 
quently  taken,  while  a  10-pounder  is  by  no  means 
uncommon ;  indeed,  I  saw  one  which  turned  the 
scale  at  2011b.  During  the  drake  season,  these 
large  fish  rise  freely  to  the  fly,  but  later  in  the 
year,  the  Phantom  or  natural  minnow  are  the 
most  deadly  baits.  The  river  also  contains  large 
numbers  of  trout,  and  permission  is  often  granted 
by  the  lessees  of  the  salmon  beats  to  fish  for  trout 
over  their  water,  and  not  unfrequently  a  day 
with  the  salmon  fly  is  granted.  This  is  a  privi¬ 
lege  however,  not  to  be  looked  forward  to,  but, 
when  given,  should  be  highly  esteemed,  and  in 
either  case  the  angler  must  be  very  careful  to 
ascertain  the  boundaries  of  the  particular  water 
upon  which  he  has  permission  to  fish. 

For  trout,  however,  the  lough  is  undoubtedly 
the  best.  Here  is  an  expanse  of  water,  many  miles 
in  extent,  teeming  with  fish,  quite  free,  and  close 
to  the  town;  what  can  one  want  more? 

Pike  of  very  large  size  abound  in  Lough  Derg, 
and  the  angler  properly  prepared  to  cope  with 
them  would  have  a  rare  time,  but  his  tackle  must 
be  strong  to  a  degree,  any  theory  he  may  possess 
of  the  *•  fine  and  far  ”  order  must  be  dispensed 
with,  for  these  Irish  lough  pike  fight  like  demons, 
and,  however  skilful  he  may  be,  they  would  prove 
one  too  many  for  him  on  fine  tackle. 

A  most  deadly  bait  for  these  big  fish  is  an 
8-inch  Brown’s  Phantom,  or  a  6-inch  spoon  bait, 
trolled  behind  a  boat,  fishing  about  10  or  12  feet 
deep. 

I  have  heard  some  anglers  speak  most  dis¬ 
paragingly  of  pike  fishing  as  a  sport ;  but  I 
cannot  think  that  such  anglers  have  hooked  and 
played  a  20-pound  pike  in  an  Irish  lough.  If 
they  have,  and  do  not  call  it  sport,  then  I  fail  to 
comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  word. 

And  here  a  word  of  warning,  whatever  bait  is 
used,  whether  spoon,  Phantom,  or  spinner,  avoid 
split  rings. 

The  angler  visiting  Killaloe  will  not  fail  to  hear 
of,  and  indeed  should  make  the  acquaintance  of, 
Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley ;  no  one  has  a  better  or  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  river  and  lake  than  he, 
and  the  information  he  is  able  and  always  willing 
to  impart  to  the  angling  stranger  will  prove 
most  valuable.  He  has  fitted  up  a  most  com¬ 
fortable  home  for  visitors  at  Abbey  View,  and 
does  all  in  his  power  to  make  their  stay  a 
pleasant  one.  In  addition  to  the  hotel  I  have 
mentioned,  another  very  comfortable  house  is 
Hurley’s  Royal  Hotel.  Situated  close  to  the 
river,  it  is  fitted  up  in  every  way  experience  can 
suggest  to  meet  the  requirements  of  anglers, 
and  such  little  conveniences  as  racks  for  rods, 
drying  apparatus  for  lines,  <fcc.,  will  no  doubt  be 
appreciated. 

Anglers  may  be  sure  of  this,  that,  whatever 
time  of  the  year  they  visit  Killaloe,  they  will 
get  plenty  of  fishing,  and  generally  sport,  but 
the  summer  months,  from  May  onward,  are 
decidedly^  the  best. 

(To  he  continued.) 


It  must,  indeed,  be  dry  elsewhere  when  our 
Knglish  Lakes  correspondent  rejoices  over  one 
day’s  rain. 

ilKMBERs  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  have, 
during  the  week,  secured  two  brace  of  trout  from 
their  new  close  water,  Hassocks,  one  brace 
weighed  2pb.,  the  other  21b.  lOoz.  They  have 
recently  turned  into  the  lake  about  700  Loch 
Leven  fry,  and  into  Plaskett  Lake,  Isfield,  about 
1000.  Some  tench  are  to  be  placed  in  the 
Burgess  Hill  pond. 


A  NEW  WIRE  GIMP,  &c.', 
FROM  MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  AND  CO., 
OF  REDDITCH. 


Messrs.  S.  Allcock  ,^.sd  Co.  sends  us  some  of 
their  new  patent  wire  gimp  for  salmon,  trout, 
pike,  and  other  fishing,  where  a  fine  strong  trace 
is  required.  It  is  made  of  various  thicknesses, 
and  in  our  opinion  is  in  every  way  preferable  to 
gimp,  being  ten  times  as  strong  and  infinitely 
more  durable.  This  patent  wire  gimp  appears 
to  be  made  of  strands  of  very  fine  steel  wire 
bronzed  and  then  woven  or  twisted  together. 
We  should  certainly  prefer  it  to  any  single  wire 
trace  or  ordinary  gimp  trace.  Good  salmon  gut 
is  becoming  so  expensive  that  we  foresee  the  time 
when  this  almost  invisible  wire  will  take  the  place 
of  gut,  not  only  for  spinning  or  trolling,  or 
prawning,  but  even  for  fly-lishing  for  salmon. 
The  chief  objection  to  wire  traces  is  their  stillness 
as  compared  with  well  soaked  gut. 

Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.  have  also  brought 
out  and  patented  a  paper  pocket,  or  series  of 
pockets,  for  holding  Stewart  tackle,  so  that  a 
dozen  tackles  are  all  held  in  one  little  envelope, 
and  yet  each  is  separate,  so  there  is  no  fear  of 
tangle.  The  cost  is,  they  inform  us,  very  little 
more  than  the  ordinary  paper  pocket  of  a  dozen 
tackles.  The  tackles  themselves  are  excellent,  as 
also  are  their  “  new  perfect  hooks  for  sea-fishing,” 
with  the  bayonet  point,  first  recommended  some 
years  ago  in  our  columns  by  Dr.  Brunton.  The 
books  can,  of  course,  also  be  used  for  fresh-water 
fishing. 


“  However  ridiculous  the  bye-laws,  it  was  his 
duty  to  enforce  them.  The  case  was  a  trivial  one, 
and  he  regretted  the  costs  were  so  high.”  That 
was  the  commentary  of  Mr.  Wethered,  a  magis¬ 
trate,  at  the  Marlow  Petty  Sessions,  when  trying 
a  man  for  fishing  with  four  rods  at  one  time  in 
the  Thames.  It  is  usually  an  injudicious  thing 
for  a  magistrate  to  indulge  himself  by  giving 
expression  to  his  private  opinions  on  rhe  cases 
which  come  before  him,  but  when,  as  was  evident 
in  the  case  at  Marlow,  the  magistrate  knew  little 
or  nothing  concerning  fishery  preservation  in 
the  Thames,  the  remarks  made  were  not  only 
injudicious  but  positively  harmful,  as  tending  to 
discredit  the  bye-laws  (which  have  the  force  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament)  in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 


The  facts  of  the  case  were  very  simple.  ]\Ir. 
Barnett,  the  tenant  of  the  mill  close  to  Hambleden 
Lock,  was  walking  by  the  river  when  he  came 
upon  the  defendant,  a  London  tradesman  named 
Csomer,  fishing  from  the  bank  for  jack  with  four 
rods,  which  were  propped  up  on  sticks.  Hear  at 
hand  was  George  Keil,  a  Henley  professional 
fisherman,  who  must  be  presumed  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  rules  as  to  two  rods.  He, 
also,  was  fishing  for  pike,  and  several  small  fish 
had  been  taken.  The  only  point  in  the  defen¬ 
dant’s  favour  was  that  he  was  a  foreigner,  but  it 
is  hardly  likely  that  Keil  for  his  own  sake  would 
not  have  warned  him  against  fishing  with  double 
the  number  of  rods  to  which  he  was  entitled. 
The  case  was  perfectly  clear,  there  was  prac¬ 
tically  no  defence,  and  the  magistrate  inflicted 
a  fine  of  5s.  The  costs  amounted  to  something 
over  a  sovereign,  which  Mr.  Csomer  had  to  pay. 
As  he  was  a  foreigner  the  fine  was,  perhaps, 
sufficient,  but  I  cannot  help  taking  exception  to 
the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  bench. 


It  is  a  free  country,  why  should  not  a  man 
fish  with  as  many  rods  as  he  likes?  That  is 
perhaps  a  natural  view  for  a  person  who  was 
ignorant  of  fishery  matters  to  take,  but  a 
moment’s  reflection  should  show  even  an 
ignoramus  that  in  rivers  which  are  much  fished 
and  in  which  there  is  a  difficulty  in  maintaining 
a  stock  of  fish,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  limit 
either  the  numbers  of  fish  which  may  be  taken 
by  one  man  on  one  day,  or  to  place  limitations 
on  the  means  of  taking  fish,  as  by  limiting  tbe 


number  of  rods  and  by  prohibiting  methods 
which  involve  the  wholesale  destruction  of  fish, 
such  as  nets  and  night-lines.  IE  there  was  no 
limit  placed  on  the  number  of  rods  which  might 
be  legally  used,  there  would  certain  to  be  found 
persons  who  would  place  an  array  of  twenty  or 
more  rods  along  the  bank.  In  the  good  old 
days,  when  there  was  no  fishing  worth  speaking 
about  at  Henley,  I  myself  saw  a  man  with  twelve 
rods,  each  bearing  a  ledger.  Possibly  Mr. 
Wethered  would  have  seen  nothing  ridiculous  in 
allowing  such  things  to  continue.  No  fair  aud 
sportsmanlike  angler  wishes  to  fish  with  more 
than  two  rods  at  a  time  in  any  river.  To  use 
more  is  to  fish  for  the  pot  and  not  for  sport.  The 
suggestion  to  limit  the  number  of  rods  came 
from  Henley  when  the  1883  bye-laws  were  being 
drafted,  and  it  is  a  curious  thing  that  the  first 
prosecution  under  the  bye-law  should  be  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Henley  Fishery  Preservation 
Association. 


For  some  years  IRr.  Wheeldou  has  been 
hammering  away  in  the  Sportsman,  &c.,  at  the 
trout  fishermen’s  practice  of  using  two  rods  from 
the  weir-heads.  Certainly  it  is  an  unsportsman¬ 
like  and  selfish  thing  to  do.  The  weir-heads  are 
limited  in  size,  and  on  the  weirs  near  London 
there  is  often  only  room  for  the  anglers  with 
one  rod  each.  I  have  no  doubt  that  was  it 
not  for  the  bye-law  under  which  the  conviction 
was  obtained  at  Marlow,  we  should  find  anglers 
with  three  or  even  four  rods.  As  it  is  they  are 
limited  to  two,  and  the  question  has  now  been 
raised  whether  that  two  should  not  be,  so  far  as 
weir-heads  are  concerned,  changed  to  one.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  the  T.  A.  P.  S.  are  taking  up  the 
question,  for  it  is  in  their  district  far  moi’e  than 
in  the  Upper  Thames  that  the  practice  of  letting 
one  rod  fish  itself  is  prevalent.  I  have  fished  the 
Thames  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
never  seen  such  a  thing  done  from  an  Upper 
Thames  weir-head.  In  this  matter  there  is  no 
occasion  to  agitate  for  an  alteration  in  the  fisherj’’ 
bye-laws.  All  that  would  be  necessary  would  be 
for  the  conservators  to  make  the  use  of  one  rod 
only  one  of  the  conditions  of  issuing  tickets  for 
fishing  from  the  weirs. 


At  the  present  time  it  is  difficult  to  write  an 
angling  column  without  some  reference  to  the 
weather.  Of  course  the  drought  is  in  itself 
remarkable,  there  having  been  nothing  like  it  for 
about  half  a  century ;  but  what  is,  if  anything, 
more  curious  still  to  an  angler,  is  that  many  of  our 
southern  rivers  are,  notwithstanding  the  drought, 
maintaining  a  good  head  of  water.  The  Thames, 
for  instance,  is  well  up  to  head,  and  I  hear  that 
several  of  the  Hampshire  rivers  are  exceptionally 
full.  Many  of  our  southern  rivers  depend  for 
their  sjjring  supply  of  water  more  on  the  rains 
and  snows  of  winter  than  on  the  spring  rainfall. 
After  a  dry  winter,  even  though  the  spring  is  wet, 
the  rivers  will  often  be  low.  Sad  and  sorrowful 
are  the  anglers  of  the  north  and  other  places 
where  the  supply  of  water  in  the  rivers  depends 
on  the  rainfall.  Some  of  the  older  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  may  remember  in  this  connection 
the  picture  of  a  certain  angler  who  afeer  travel¬ 
ling  a  vast  distance  to  fish  a  well-])ufled,  if  not 
noted,  trout  stream,  finds  a  nursemaid  wheeling  a 
perambulator  down  the  bed  of  the  stream,  or,  i 
should  say,  the  bed  of  what  used  to  be  the  stream. 
It  made  a  pretty  picture — the  children  playing 
among  the  dry  rocks  and  boulders,  the  weary 
angler  resting  on  a  rustic  bridge  and  mopping  his 
forehead,  while  a  swarm  of  gnats  ])layed  round 
his  head,  as  gnats  will  when  one  is  ho‘. 


I  HOPE  next  week  to  be  able  to  say  something 
respecting  the  future  government  of  the  Thames. 
I  hear  that  the  Conservators  are  working  heaven 
and  earth  to  prevent  the  Ijondon  County  Coun¬ 
cillors  being  represented  on  the  board.  One  can¬ 
not  help  asking,  why  should  the  Conservators 
oppose  the  measure?  What  difference  would  it 
make  to  them,  individually  or  collectively  ?  If 
that  part  of  the  London  County  Council  General 
Powers  Bill  is  thrown  out  by  the  committee 
which  is  considering  it,  it  is  almost  certain  that 
next  year  an  inquiry  will  be  held  into  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  board,  and  at  that  inquiry  London 
anglers  ought  to  be  well  represented. 

TeM  1’L.\R. 
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EXPERIMENTS  IN 

MAEKING  SALMON  and  SEA-TROUT 
ON  WEST  COAST  OF  NORWAY. 


The  following  is  a  translation  of  a  lecture 
recently  delivered  by  the  Norwegian  Fishery 
Inspector,  Herr  A.  Landmark,  at  Gothenburg,  in 
regard  to  experiments  in  marking  salmon  and  sea- 
trout,  undertaken  of  late  years  in  Norway,  which 
contains  much  interesting  matter: — 

“The  investigations  and  experiments  which 
have  been  set  on  foot  during  a  long  series  of  years 
in  order  to  unravel  the  different  questions  con¬ 
cerning  the  natural  history  and  habits  of  the 
salmon,  have  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  increased 
our  knowledge  on  this  subject.  But  when  one 
investigates  the  matter  more  closely,  we  find 
that  our  knowledge  of  the  salmon’s  natural  history 
is  still  very  imperfect,  and  it  even  seems  that  the 
more  one  learns  the  more  there  remains  to  learn. 
Many  of  these  unexplained  questions  have  great 
practical  importance. 

“In  Norway  we  have  of  late  years  made  a 
number  of  experiments,  through  which,  I  think, 
that  some  of  these  gaps  in  our  knowledge  are  in 
a  fair  way  to  be  filled  up.  Since  the  years  1883 
and  1884  we  have  made  experiments  in  marking 
salmon  and  sea- trout ;  in  1883  the  Storthing  voted 
funds  for  this ;  since  then  about  4000  salmon  and 
2000  sea-trout  have  been  marked,  and  these 
experiments  are  still  being  carried  on.  In  this 
way  we  have  obtained  a  deal  of  enlightenment  in 
regard  to  the  salmon’s  wanderings,  growth,  &c., 
certainly  not  yet  sufficiently  comprehensive,  and, 
therefore,  not  such  that  we  can  draw  from  them 
generally  fully  reliable  conclusions;  but  I  consider 
myself  justified  in  making  use  of  the  present 
opportunity  to  communicate  the  results  which 
we  would  now  seem  to  have  obtained. 

“  In  various  other  places,  of  course,  experiments 
in  the  marking  of  salmon  have  been  made,  but,  as 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  these  experi¬ 
ments  have  been  imperfect,  inasmuch  as  only  a 
very  small  proportion  of  the  fish  marked  have 
been  found  again.  There  was,  therefore,  no  satis¬ 
factory  precedent  to  follow,  and  I  have,  therefore, 
been  obliged  to  feel  my  way,  and  so  have  used 
marks  of  a  different  description,  and  attached 
them  to  different  parts  of  the  fish,  &c.  It  must 
be  confessed,  however,  that  hitherto  I  have  been 
unable  to  ascertain  the  best  manner  in  which  to 
attach  the  mark,  although  I  think  that  the  latest 
form  of  marking  and  its  results  are  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

“  For  purposes  of  identification  we  have  used 
small  metal  plates,  made  fast  to  one  of  the  fish’s 
fins.  Each  plate  is  stamped  with  a  number  in 
progressive  series,  so  that  every  fish  furnished 
with  one,  if  taken  again  afterwards,  can  be  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  all  the  others,  whether  marked 
at  the  same  or  another  time. 

“  At  the  time  of  marking,  the  fish  is  weighed 
and  its  measurement  taken,  and  when  possible  its 
sex  also  is  noted  in  a  special  minute.  At  first 
platina  plates  were  used,  which  were  made  fast 
by  a  wire  of  the  same  metal  to  the  fish’s  adipose 
fin,  or  in  the  case  of  very  small  fish  to  the  upper 
half  of  the  tail  fin. 

“  On  account  of  the  expensiveness  of  the  metal, 
and  in  order  to  attract  as  little  as  possible  the 
notice  of  beasts  and  fish  of  prey  to  the  fish  thus 
marked,  the  plates  and  wire  were  made  very 
small  and  thin ;  but  a  year’s  experience  proved 
that  the  wire  and  the  plates  in  consequence  were 
wanting  in  the  necessary  strength,  as  several  fish 
were  recaptured,  which,  it  was  apparent,  had 
bean  marked,  but  which  had  lost  the  plate,  or 
both  it  and  the  wire.  Trial  was  therefore  made 
later  with  silver  plates  and  silver  wire  of  very 
high  f(uality,  and  as  it  would  seem  that  these,  at 
any  rate  for  a  number  of  years,  completely  resist 
the  influence  of  salt  water,  I  have  of  late  taken  to 
using  them,  especially  as  they  are  much  cheaper 
than  platina,  although  of  larger  size.  The  shape 
of  the  plates,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
attached  to  the  fish,  have  undergone  alteration. 
Up  to  1888,  plates  were  used  of  an  oblong  form, 
in  which  one  end  of  the  metal  thread  was  fastened. 
The  free  end  of  the  thread  was  passed  through 
the  fish’s  fin,  and  afterwards  twisted  fast  to  the 
end  attached  to  the  plate.  'I  he  length  of  the 
plates  varied  from  9  to  12mm.,  the  width  from 
4  to  bmm.  The  thickness  of  the  platina  plates 
was  sometimes  O.Orimm.,  sometimes  0  1mm.,  whilst 


the  silver  ones  had  a  thickness  of  0.2  mm.  to  0.4mm. 
The  platina  wire  used  for  securing  the  plate  was 
from  0.15mm.  to  0.25mm.  thick,  while  occasionally 
this  was  doubled.  The  thickness  of  the  silver 
wire  was  0.35mm.  Although  the  edges  of  the 
plates  were  rounded  off,  and  the  plates  lay  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  fin,  they  would  seem  to 
have  been  too  light  to  remain  fast  during  the 
fish’s  movements  under  all  circumstances, 
especially  when  taken  in  a  net.  In  1888,  there¬ 
fore,  I  determined  to  use  plates  of  a  considerably 
different  make,  together  with  a  different  method 
of  attachment  from  that  employed  in  connection 
with  the  older  plates.  The  new  plates  (series  F) 
are  shaped  thus  1“*^.  The  horizontal  line  indi¬ 
cates  a  plate  10mm.  long,  and  4mm.  broad,  on 
which  the  number  is  stamped ;  the  two  bent 
down  claws  taper  off  rapidly  from  the  plate,  and 
end  in  a  sharp  point. 

“  The  plate  is  made  fast  to  the  fish  in  this  way, 
that  the  two  claws  are  thrust  through  the  fish’s 
back  fin,  in  the  hindmost  part,  and  as  near  the 
base  as  possible,  after  which  both  points  are  bent 
inwards  towards  one  another,  and  jammed  into 
the  fin. 

“  By  this  means  the  plate  in  its  entirety  is 
pressed  quite  fast  into  the  fin,  and  offers  practi¬ 
cally  no  resistance  to  net  or  other  object  with 
which  the  fish  comes  in  contact. 

“  That  the  plate  as  now  adapted  is  fastened  to 
the  dorsal  instead  of  to  the  adipose  or  tail  fin,  is 
certainly  an  improvement  also,  as  the  dorsal  fin 
being  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  fish  does  not 
move  so  much  as  the  two  other  fins  named. 

“  The  new  plates  (which  are  made  of  very  fine 
silver)  are  therefore  undoubtedly  more  suitable 
for  the  purpose  than  those  formerly  in  use. 

“But  of  these  also  it  wmuld  seem  that  many  have 
been  lost  from  the  causes  that  formerly  applied, 
namely,  that  the  plates  were  too  small  and  the 
silver  used  too  thin.  Hereafter,  therefore,  larger 
and  thicker  plates  will  be  used. 

“  The  places  where  these  experiments  have  been 
made  are  practically  all  situated  in  the  south¬ 
western  part  of  the  country.  The  marking  has 
been  carried  out  especially  on  the  following 
rivers — the  Suldal  river  in  Ryfylke,  the  Figgen 
river  in  Jaederen  (both  in  Stavanger  Amt),  the 
Sireaaen  (between  Eckersund  and  Flekkefjord), 
the  Kvina  (between  Flekkefjord  and  Farsund), 
and  the  Topdal  river  (at  Christiansand).  At 
other  than  these  places  few  fish  have  been 
marked.  The  marking  has  been  carried  out  almost 
invariably  during  or  about  the  spawning  time,  late 
in  autumn  or  in  the  early  part  of  the  winter.  In 
order  to  draw  attention  as  much  as  possible  to 
the  marked  fish  which  might  be  recaptured  later, 
and  to  have  the  required  information  respecting 
them  forwarded  on  to  me,  I  have  twice  had 
printed  a  large  number  of  circulars,  which  have 
been  distributed  among  fishermen  by  Lensmaend 
and  salmon  buyers,  especially  in  the  southern  and 
western  districts,  and  wherein  I  have  invited 
fishermen  as  well  as  buyers  to  examine  all  fish 
caught  or  bought  by  them  for  marks,  and 
promising  a  reward,  in  the  first  place  of  2  kroners 
and  afterwards  3  kroners,  for  each  plate  found 
and  sent  to  me,  accompanied  by  reliable  evidence 
as  to  the  time  and  place  of  capture,  and  the  fish’s 
length  and  weight. 

“  Although  this  reward  appears  to  me  quite 
sufficient  to  indemnify  those  concerned  for  any 
trouble  they  may  be  put  to,  and  the  whole  plan  is 
arranged  in  the  interests  of  the  fishery  owners 
themselves,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  many 
marks  have  been  overlooked,  and  that  with  a 
mistaken  conception  of  the  intention,  fishermen 
have  frequently  omitted  to  send  information 
regarding  marked  fish  which  they  have  captured. 

“  After  these  explanations  in  regard  to  the 
methods  for  marking  fish  now  in  use,  I  will  briefly 
relate  the  results  obtained  up  till  now  of  these 
expei’iments  in  marking. 

“  Apart  from  a  number  of  fish  which  have  been 
retaken  in  the  same  river  in  which  they  have  been 
released,  before  they  left  it,  there  are  particulars 
of  over  fifty-three  salmon  in  all  whose  place  of 
release  and  recapture  are  accurately  known. 

“The  places  of  release  were  as  follows:— The 
Topdal  river,  two  ;  Sireaaen,  fifteen  ;  the  Figgen 
river,  one;  the  Suldal,  thirty-five.  A  closer  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  different  places  where  these  fish 
were  recaptured  offers  many  points  of  interest. 
Many  will  doubtless  be  astonished  to  learn  at 
what  a  great  distance  from  the  place  of  release 


the  fish  have  in  many  cases  been  recaptured,  and 
how  extensive  the  fish’s  wanderings  along  our 
coasts  must  therefore  be.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
greater  number  of  fish  have  been  retaken  in  the 
same  river  where  they  were  released,  or  in  the 
sea  at  a  short  distance  from  the  mouth.  The 
details  are  as  follows  : — The  salmon  marked  in  the 
Topdal  were  both  retaken  in  that  river  or  at  its 
mouth  ;  those  belonging  to  the  Figgen  on  the 
other  hand  were  taken  in  the  sea  at  Algeroen  in 
the  Fjelds  Prestegjeld,  near  Bergen,  or  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  about  18i)  kilometres  from  the  Figgen 
river.  The  salmon  belonging  to  Sireaaen  would 
seem  to  be  still  greater  wanderers ;  of  the  fifteen 
fish  marked  there  and  afterwards  recaptured, 
seven  were  taken  in  the  river  itself,  and  two  in 
the  sea  at  no  great  distance  from  the  mouth  ;  but 
one  was  retaken  in  the  Kvina,  a  river  which  has 
its  exit  about  thirty-five  kilometres  east  from 
Sireaaen,  and  five  in  the  sea  at  considerable  dis¬ 
tances  from  the  river’s  mouth — one  in  Haa  Fres- 
tegjeld  in  Jaederen  (65  kilom.),  one  at  Sandeid  in 
Ryfylke  (about  180  kilom.),  at  Balestrand  in  the 
Sogne  Fjord  (about  425  kilom.),  one  at  Vefring, 
in  the  Sondfjord  (about  400  kilom.),  and  finally 
one  at  the  entrance  to  the  Trondhjem  Fjord 
(about  800  kilom.).  The  Suldal  fish,  again,  would 
seem  to  be  more  stay-at-home  ;  of  the  thirty-live 
salmon  marked  there  and  recaptured,  nineteen 
were  taken  in  the  river  itself,  twelve  in  the  fjords 
of  inner  Ryfylke,  within  a  distance  of  45  kilom. 
at  most  of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  only  four 
were  recaptured  at  any  great  distance,  namely, 
two  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Haugesund  (about 
90  kilom.),  one  at  Hisken  in  Finaas  (about  115 
kilom.),  and  one  at  Mogster  (about  150  kilom.). 
A  comparison  on  this  basis  between  the  places  of 
recapture  of  the  salmon  belonging  to  the  Sireaaen 
and  the  Suldal,  would  seem  to  show  a  distinctly 
more  marked  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  former 
to  wander  far  along  the  coast  than  the  latter. 
And  as  regards  the  Sireaaen-  salmon,  there 
appears  to  be  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the 
fish  retaken  would  never  in  any  case  have  returned 
to  their  native  river.  This  may  perhaps  be 
accounted  for  by  the  circumstance  that  the  water 
of  the  Sireaaen  has  a  very  low  temperature  in 
spring  and  early  summer  compared  with  all  the 
other  rivers  on  that  side  of  the  country,  due 
partly  to  the  high  elevation  at  which  it  flows,  and 
partly  to  the  large  and  very  deep  lakes  on  its 
lower  course,  Lundevand  and  Sirdalsvand,  which 
in  winter  are  filled  with  nearly  ice-cold  water  that 
lasts  well  into  the  summer.  As  temperature  has 
a  very  important  effect  on  the  salmon’s  wanderings 
it  would  seem  that  the  great  difference  which 
exists  in  spring  and  early  summer  between  the 
water  of  the  Sireaaen  and  that  of  the  sea  into 
which  it  flows,  possibly  causes  a  large  proportion 
of  the  fish  belonging  to  that  river  to  seek  others 
with  a  temperature  more  in  accordance  with  their 
tastes. 

*•  Further  it  should  be  remarked  with  regard 
tothefishnot  retaken  in  the  same  river  or  its  imme¬ 
diate  neighbourhood,  that  with  one  exception,  the 
Sireaaen  salmon  recaptured  in  the  [Kvina,  all 
such  places  of  recapture  lay  to  the  north  of  the 
river  concerned.  This  is  no  doubt  because  the 
current  along  the  west  coast  of  Norway  generally 
sets  to  the  north,  and  the  salmon,  as  is  well-known, 
are  in  the  habit  of  going  with  not  against  the 
stream  in  the  sea  during  the  fishing  season  or  the 
summer  months.  It  makes  it  more  probable 
therefore  that  those  fish  taken  so  far  from  their 
native  river  would  not  in  any  case  return  thereto. 

“  If  this  assumiition  is  right,  there  is  reason 
also  to  think  that  on  the  whole  a  comparatively 
important  number  of  the  salmon  which  belong 
to  the  rivers  of  the  south-west  and  west  coasts 
of  Norway,  gradually  proceed  northwards,  and 
ultimately  ascend  rivers  situated  further  north, 
and  that  thus  the  northerly  districts  of  the 
country  are  more  deeply  interested  in  the  jiroper 
management  of  the  fisheries  in  the  more  southerly 
ones,  than  the  latter  are  in  the  former. 

“  It  appears  to  me  not  unlikely  that  herein  lies 
an  important  reason  why  the  fisheries  in  the 
districts  round  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Trond¬ 
hjem  Fjord  have  remained  so  good  in  spite  of  the 
extraordinarily  large  number  of  bag-nets  which 
have  for  years  been  in  use  there.  At  any  rate, 
the  not  inconsiderable  number  of  fish  recaptured 
so  far  from  their  native  rivers  shows  that  the 
fisheries  of  a  district  are  dependent  not  only  upon 
the  manner  in  which  they  themselves  and  the 
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fisheries  of  the  neighbouring  fjords  and  coast 
are  conducted,  but  also  upon  the  conditions 
■which  apply  in  districts  far  removed  therefrom. 
These  experiences  should  thus  contribute  to 
strengthen  the  opinion  that  a  certain  degree 
of  solidarity  exists  between  one  and  all  of  a 
country’s  salmon  fisheries,  an  opinion  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  is  still  far  from  being  held  in 
the  country  which  1  have  the  honour  to  repre¬ 
sent,  as  much  as  is  desirable. 

“Although  perhaps  superfluous,  I  think  that  in 
this  connection  I  ought  distinctly  to  guard 
myself  against  having  the  intention  of  being 
opposed  to  the  generally  accepted  theory  that 
salmon  after  a  residence  in  the  sea  return  to 
their  own  river.  That  is  so  far  from  being  my 
intention  that  I  may  say,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  we  in  Norway  have  very  special  and  obvious 
reasons  for  believing  in  the  correctness  of  the  said 
theory,  which  is  moreover  greatly  strengthened  by 
the  results  of  the  experiments  I  have  carried 
out.  I  am  merely  of  opinion  that  the  said  rule, 
namely,  that  the  salmon  returns  to  its  own 
river,  like  nearly  every  other  general  rule,  has 
its  exceptions,  and  that  we  still  know  very  little 
— I  had  almost  said,  nothing  at  all — as  to  w'hat 
occasions  these  exceptions,  and  whether  these  per¬ 
haps  under  certain  conditions,  in  certain  places, 
and  at  certain  times,  might  not  become  much 
more  numerous  than  in  general  is  the  case. 
And  I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  that  some¬ 
times  these  exceptions  are  perhaps  so  common 
that  they  play  an  important  part  in  fishery 
matters,  and  should,  therefore,  not  be  overlooked 
in  the  arrangement  of  these. 

“  With  regard  to  the  sex  of  the  recaptured  fish,  it 
is  somewhat  remarkable  that  there  are  so  few  cock 
fish — only  six  as  against  forty-eight  female — only 
about  11  per  cent,  of  males.  Of  tne  total  number 
of  salmon  marked,  somewhat  over  one-third,  or 
more  accurately  36  percent.,  were  males.  In  such 
a  considerab  e  number  of  fish  as  have  been  re¬ 
taken,  it  can  hardly  be  mere  chance  that  the 
males  are  so  poorly  represented,  but  at  present  I 
cannot  give  any  reason  for  this  state  of  matters. 
A  circumstance,  however,  that  may  conduce  to 
this  is  the  great  mortality  among  the  males  after 
spawning. 

“  The  longest  period  which  has  elapsed  between 
relea-e  and  recapture  is  two  years  and  231  days 
(say,  two  years  and  eight  months) ;  the  shortest 
time  168  days,  apart  from  a  number  of  fish 
which  were  retaken  or  found  dead  before  they 
had  left  the  river. 

“Doubt  has  often  been  expressed  in  salmon 
fishery  literature  as  to  whether  one  and  the  same 
salmon  spawns  every  or  every  other  year. 

“In  Ame-ica  e.-pecially,  on  the  strength  of 
experiments  that  have  been  carried  out,  the  theory 
is  strongly  upheld  that  the  salmon  there  (par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Penobscot  river)  only  spawn 
every  other  year.  The  marking  experimetits 
undertaken  in  Norway  would  seem  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  as  far  as  our  country  is  concerned,  to  con¬ 
tradict  this  theory.  In  any  case  the  experiments 
show  plainly  that  a  considerable  number  of 
salmon  spawn  yearly.  No  fewer  than  ten  of  the 
salmon  recajitured— seven  in  the  Suldal  and 
three  in  Sireaaen  —  were  marked  the  one  year, 
either  when  ready  to  spawn  nr  having  just  com¬ 
pleted  that  operation,  and  were  retaken  t  he  next 
in  the  rivers  in  a  similar  condition.  Four  other 
fish  also  which  were  recaptured  in  the  sea  the 
summer  after  marking,  seemed  to  have  spawned 
the  same  year  Here  we  have  positive  proof  than 
a  comparatively  large  number  of  salmon,  all 
female  fish,  have  spawned  two  years  ia  succes¬ 
sion,  anh  wlunthe  great  regulariry  is  considered 
which  holds  good  in  regard  to  the  reproduction 
of  animals,  the  conclusion  is  very  obvious  that 
salmon  with  us  generally  spawn  yearly,  which  also 
harmonises  with  the  conditions  which  apply  to 
our  wild  animals  in  general. 

“On  the  other  hand  it  must  be  admitted  that  a 
difference  may  be  conceived  between  the  so-called 
‘  \  intersioniiinger  ’  and  salmon  that  have  gone 
back  to  the  sea  immediately  after  spawning.  (By 
‘  \  interstonning,’  salmon  are  meant  which  after 
spawning  remain  throughout  the  winter  in  the 
river,  and  descend  in  spring  to  the  sea.) 

“  Although  the  latter,  therefore,  may  be  ready 
to  spawn  the  following  yea>-,  it  does  lollow  that 
the  '  Vinterstbnninger  ’  will  be  able  to  recover 
their  strength  sufficiently  for  that  purpose  in  the 
short  period  between  spring  and  autumn.  As  to 


this,  however,  I  will  not  at  present  express  any 
opinion. 

“  I  will  next  proceed  to  refer  to  the  result 
which  the  marking  experiments  have  given  with 
regard  to  the  growth  of  salmon.  I  will  first  of 
all  recall  the  fact  that  salmon,  after  having  for 
the  first  time  left  the  river  in  which  they  spent 
their  youth,  practically  speaking  only  grow 
during  their  stay  in  the  sea,  while  during  their 
residence  in  fresh  water  they  rather  fall  oil 
than  increase  in  weight.  When  a  salmon,  after 
having  been  out  at  sea,  has  returned  to  the  river, 
two  or  more  years  of  its  growth  have  elapsed, 
although  several  months  may  be  wanting  to 
complete  the  calendar  year.  (I  do  not  include  small 
streams  where  salmon  are  in  the  habit  of  going  up 
and  down  with  almost  every  flood.)  Regarding 
the  fish  on  the  other  hand  which  have  been 
recaptured  in  the  sea,  and  as  to  which  also  it 
cannot  be  known  how  long  they  would  have  re¬ 
mained  there  had  they  not  been  taken,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  the  year  of  growth  was  interrupted 
by  capture,  and  the  difference  in  weight  at  the 
time  of  recapture  and  that  of  release,  can  there¬ 
fore,  as  a  rule,  not  be  assumed  to  be  the  full 
increase  which  the  salmon  would  have  attained 
in  that  or  the  year  in  question. 

“The  fish  caught  in  the  sea,  therefore,  do 
not  give  so  accurate  an  idea  of  the  growth  of 
salmon  from  one  year  to  another  as  those  retaken 
in  the  rivers.  But  even  in  regard  to  these,  it 
roust  be  rememembered,  that  fish  at  spawning 
time  lose  a  considerable  portion  of  their  ori<rinal 
weight.  As  regards  the  hen  fish  this  loss  of 
weight  may  be  put,  according  to  investigations 
made,  at  about  one-fifth  of  the  weight  before 
spawning.  As  to  the  males,  accurate  obsei  ra¬ 
tions  have  not  been  made,  but  the  loss  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  less,  and  according  to  my  calculations 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  loss  can  be 
put  at  about  half  of  the  hen’s,  that  is  one-tenth  of 
the  fish’s  weight  before  spawning,  a  calculation, 
however,  which  may  be  a  somewhat  low  one. 
Thus  when  a  fish  is  marked  and  weighed  after 
Spawning,  and  a  year  later  is  recaptured  before 
it  has  spawned  or  afterwards,  in  order  to  arrive 
at  as  correct  an  idea  as  possible  of  its  real  weight 
from  one  year  to  the  other,  I  have  increased  the 
weight  in  the  latter  case  by  a  fifth  for  female 
fish  and  a  ninth  for  males.  As  the  growth  pro¬ 
ceeds  at  an  unequal  rate  during  the  fish’s  different 
astes,  quicker  more  especially  during  its  youth 
than  later  on,  when  investigating  the  question  we 
ought  to  take  individual  fish  of  different  sizes  ; 
the  different  sexes  also  should  be  taken  each  for 
itself.  For  this  purpose  I  have  divided  the 
different  recaptured  fish  of  each  sex  according  to 
size  in  five  separate  groups  thus  : 

“(1)  Fish  at  time  of  markingof  lesser  weigh  than 
3  kg.  (called  “Laeksing’’  in  Norway);  (2)  from 
3  to  5  kg.  in  weight;  (3)  over  5  to  7  kg  ;  (4)  over 
7  to  9  kg.;  (o)  over  9  kg. 

“  As  I  have  already  remarked,  there  are  only 
very  few  recaptured  mtle  fish,  and  of  these  there 
are  individuals  belonging  to  the  two  first  groups 
only ,  a-i  all  the  other  larger  fish  which  were  retaken 
were  females. 

“  E  ven  with  so  rough  a  grouping  the  irregularity 
of  the  salmon’s  growth  is  very  apparent.  It  will 
nut  be  possible  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  this,  or 
generally  to  render  intelligiblethe  results  obtained 
in  regard  to  the  conditions  of  growth  without 
going  inio  details  ;  and  I  am  compelled  therefore 
to  inflict  some  figures  upon  you,  which  I  will 
epitomise  as  much  as  is  compatible  with  explain¬ 
ing  the  matter  in  hand.  The  more  easily  to 
understand  the  summary,  I  will  give  all  the 
increases  of  weight  in  percentages  of  the  fishes’ 
weights  at  the  time  of  marking.  (A  growth  of 
100  per  cent,  will  thus  show  that  the  fish  has 
doubled  its  weight ;  200  per  cent.,  that  it  is  three 
times  as  heavy  as  at  the  time  of  marking,  and  so 
on  )  And  in  these  details  of  weights  there  is 
included  the  addition  referred  to  above  of  a  fifth 
or  a  ninth,  for  female  and  for  male  fisn  re¬ 
spectively,  which  had  done  spawning  either  at 
the  time  of  marking  or  recapture,  but  which  on 
the  other  of  these  occasions  was  not  in  that 
condition. 

“  In  the  first  group  (fish  under  3  kg.),  thera 
are  only  two  female  and  one  male  fish.  Of  the 
two  first,  one  increased  63  per  cent,  in  about  e 
year  (it  was  retaken  in  the  sea),  the  other  316  per 
cent,  in  two  years,  which  percentage  is  the  largest 
increase  furnished  by  any  of  the  fish  recaptured  up 


till  now.  (The  fish’s  original  weight  was  l.okg.) 

The  male  fish  increased  235  per  cent,  in  three 
years. 

“  In  the  next  group  (from  3  to  5  kg.),  there  are 
five  female  and  three  male  fish.  Tne  former 
increased — One  fish  in  one  year,  49  per  cent. ; 
four  in  two  years,  between  84  and  102  per  cent.,  an 
average  of  SH  per  cent.  The  latter — One  fi'h  jin 
about  two  years  (retaken  in  the  sea),  200  per 
cent.;  the  two  others  in  two  years,  respectively 
only  63  and  137  per  cent.,  or  an  average  of  1<M} 
per  cent. 

“  In  the  third  group  (over  5  up  to  and  including 
7  kg.),  there  are  eleven  female,  no  male  fish. 

These  increased  as  under: — Four  fish  in  one 
year  between  7  and  28  per  cent.,  or  an  average  of 
18'5  per  cent. ;  one  in  about  two  years  (taken  in 
the  sea).  92  per  cent. ;  six  in  two  years,  between 
25  and  101  per  cent.,  an  average  of  72  per  cent. 

“In  the  fourth  group  (over  7  up  to  and  including 
9  kg.),  there  are  13  fish,  all  females.  These  in¬ 
creased — One  fish  in  about  one  year  (caught  in 
the  sea),  24  per  cent.;  five  in  one  year  between 
0  and  23  per  cent.,  an  average  of  11  per  cent.; 
one  in  about  two  years,  36  per  cent. ;  five  in  two 
years  between  20  and  76  par  cent.,  an  average  of 
44  per  cent. ;  one  in  about  three  years,  60  per 
cent. 

“In  the  fifth  group  (over  9  up  to  11.6  kg.),  there 
are  11  fish,  all  females,  which  had  increased  as 
under : — Two  fish  in  about  one  year,  19  and  21 
per  cent,  respectively,  or  an  average  of  20  per 
cent. ;  one  in  one  year,  5  per  cent. ;  seven  in  about 
two  years  between  5  and  49  per  cent.,  an  average 
of  35  per  cent. ;  one  in  three  years,  43  per  cent. 

“  To  this  group  the  fish  belongs  which  has  in  the 
shortest  time  attained  the  greatest  absolute 
increase  in  weight,  namely  a  female  which  was 
marked  on  the  I6th  of  January,  1889,  having  done 
spawning,  and  which  in  that  condition  weighed 
140  hg.,  in  other  words  an  increase  in  about  five 
and  a  half  months  of  47  hg.,  or  8^  hectograms  per 
month.  *, 

With  such  great  differences  in  the  rate  of 
growth  which  these  figures  show  in  practically  . 

every  single  group,  it  is  evident  that  a  much  »; 

larger  number  of  observations  than- the  foregoing 
are  required  to  enable  us  with  any  certainty  to  - 
give  the  average  growth  per  year  tor  such  single 
group.  If  with  the  help  only  of  the  foregoing 
observations,  one  wishes  to  arrive  at  the  average 
rate  of  growth,  the  results  would  be  as  follows 

“  1,  First  group,  salmon  from  1|  to  3  kg.,  in  one  ^ 
year  a  fish  grows  on  an  average  about  100  per 
cent^;  1,  Second,  3  to  5  kg  .  50  per  cent  ;  1,  Tnird, 

5  to  7  kg ,  40  per  cent. ;  1,  Fourth,  7  to  9  kg.,  25  par 
cent. ;  1,  Filth,  9  lo  12  kg.,  20  per  cent. 

“  But  I  repe  it  that  the  ob-er  vations  before  us  are 
far  too  few,  a  id  the  variations  in  the  growth  of 
the  fish  far  too  great  to  admit  of  these  statements 
of  weight  laying  claim  to  being  even  moderately  , 

near  the  truth.  With  regard  to  the  first  two 
groups,  however,  they  harmonise  with  the  con¬ 
clusions  which  we  have  been  able  to  draw  of  the 
rela  ive  frequency  of  salmon  of  thedillerent  sizes. 

In  the  part  of  the  country  at  any  rate  where  the 
most  comprehensive  observation  respecting  thera 
have  beenmade,  namely  in  theTrondnjem  district, 
young  salmon  make  their  appearance  in  summer 
principally  of  two  sizes,  about  1  kg.  and  about!  kg.  A 

in  weight,  or  la  trifle  over,  while  there  are  com- 
parativ’ely  few  fisn  between  these  weights,  or 
which  are  much  larger  or  smaller.  Further,  there 
are  comparatively  many  fish  of  about  6  kg.  'I'he 
conclusion  has  therefore  been  drawn  that  4  kg. 
is  about  the  normal  weight  of  the  salmon  which 
m  the  previous  ye  ir  weighed  about  2  kg.,  and 
which  the  following  year  weign about  6  kg.  This 
corresponds,  as  will  be  seen,  to  the  growth  shown 
above  of  100  per  cent,  in  the  first,  and  50  per 
cent,  in  the  second  weight  or  age  group.  The 
great  irregularity  of  growth  indicated  in  the 
different  fisii  of  about  the  same  size  (and  pre¬ 
sumably  of  about  the  same  age)  has  of  course  its 
particular  reasons  ;  but  as  to  what  these  are,  we 
are  still  practically  wanting  in  any  certain  know¬ 
ledge,  as  far  as  I  am  aware.  The  main  cause 
would  seem  to  lie  in  the  more  or  less  favourable 
supply  of  food  which  the  different  years  and  the 
different  places  afford.  That  such  an  irregu¬ 
larity  in  the  supply  of  nourishment  can  easily 
take  place  is  obvious,  as  the  herring,  which  with 
us  forms  the  salmon’s  most  important  food,  is 
very  capricious  aud  uncertain  in  its  movements. 

With  us  also  there  is  another  obvious  explanation 
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of  the  B  lid  irregularity  in  the  salmon’s  growth, 
namely,  the  sahnon’s  earlier  or  later  departure 
from  the  rivers  after  spawning.  In  most  of  our 
rivers  a  comparatively  very  large  number  of  fish 
that  have  spawned  usually  remain  during  the 
winter  (the  so-called  ‘  Vinterstonninger  ’  or  kelts). 
The  movements  of  these  depend  greatly  on  the 
height  of  the  water  that  obtains  from  the  spawn¬ 
ing  time  up  to  spring,  so  that  in  one  year  the 
greater  number  of  the  fish  may  go  several  months 
eirlier  to  the  sea  than  in  another.  It  thus 
appears  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  fish  which 
descend  the  earliest  will  put  on  more  weight 
before  the  nest  summer  or  autumn  than  those 
which  have  remained  long  in  the  rivers.  This  is 
corroborated  by  the  observations  from  the  Suldal. 
An  Englishman  resident  on  that  river,  who  has 
studied  with  much  Zealand  interest  the  condition 
of  the  salmon  fisheries,  and  who  has  conducted 
the  marking  experiments  there,  shows  that  in 
1887  and  1889  the  greater  number  of  the  salmon 
bad  lefo  the  river  by  February  and  Januai’y 
respectively,  while  in  1888  they  did  not  go  before 
April.  It  now  appears  that  the  salmon  recap¬ 
tured  in  the  summers  of  1887  and  1889,  which 
had  been  marked  the  preceding  winter,  had 
attained  a  much  greater  increase  of  growth  than 
those  marked  in  the  winter  1887-88  and  recap¬ 
tured  in  the  summer  of  1888,  averaging  in  1887 
(4  fish)  12  hg.,  in  1889  (3  fish)  16  hg.,  but  in  1888 
3  fish)  only  2  7  hg. 


CotmponUcntc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. ^ 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pbitt. 

MONKEY  ISLAND  AND  THE  FISHERY 
THERE. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  paragraph  in  your 
issue  of  the  8th  inst.,  to  the  effect  that  Mr. 
Plummer,  sen.,  the  tenant  of  Monkey  'Island  and 
the  fishery  in  the  Thames  there,  had  been  directed 
to  summon  anyone  found  fishing,  we  beg  to 
say  that  we  are  instructed  by  our  client,  Mr. 
Van  de  Weyer,  the  owner  of  Monkey  Island  and 
the  fishery,  who  is  a  well-known  and  liberal  patron 
of  field  and  river  sports,  to  state  that  no  such 
directions  have  been  given,  and  that  anglers  are 
as  free  to  fish  in  his  waters  as  heretofore. 

We  beg  the  favour  of  your  insertion  of  this 
letter  in  your  next  issue. — Yours  obediently, 
Windsor,  April  15,  1893.  Darvill  and  Last. 


THE  GAITER  WADER. 

Dear  Sir. — We  have  no  wish  to  appear  un¬ 
friendly  to  Mr.  Hardy,  and  we  feel  quite  sure  he 
has  not  intentionally  copied  a  previous  invention, 
but  we  must  protest  against  what  is  called  the 
“Gaiter  Wader,”  illustrated  in  your  last 
issue,  being  described  as  in  any  way  new,  as  we 
used  the  same  plan  as  far  back  as  January,  1877. 
They  were  noticed  and  advertised  as  the  “  Rocke  ” 
Fishing  Stockings.  We  do  not  claim  credit  for 
the  idea,  it  being  the  invention  of  Colonel  Rocke, 
and  we  simply  carried  out  his  suggestion.  We 
certainly  did  not  add  the  strap  and  buckle,  which 
appears  an  unnecessary  and  troublesome  addition 
if  the  gaiter  is  made  to  properly  fit  the  brogue. 
We  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  give  publicity  to 
this  note,  as  we  should  not  hesitate  to  make  the 
same  if  desired,  there  being  no  monopoly  in  the 
manufacture,  and,  if  any  credit  is  due  to  the 
originator  of  the  idea,  it  is  certainly  not  to  Mr. 
Hardy,  as  we  can  abundantly  prove,  if  necessary. 
Yours  obediently,  J.  C.  Cording  .and  Co. 

Piccadilly,  April  18,  1893. 

A  NOTE  FROM  BOULOGNE. 

De.ar  Sir, — 1  have  been  a  subscriber  to  your 
Gazette  for  four  years,  though  a  bookseller  in 
Boulogne,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you 
the  head  of  a  salmon  which  I  took  with  a  minnow 
in  the  River  Canche,  near  Boulogne.  This 
salmon  weighed  231b.  (English  weight). 

It  is  only  since  five  or  six  years  that  we  have 
seen  salmon  in  that  river,  probably  on  account  of 
a  big  djke  which  has  been  constructed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  advancing  in  the  sea,  so  that 


the  fresh-water  runs  straight  into  the  sea  instead 
of  spreading  itself  on  shore  as  it  did  previously, 
and  the  shape  of  the  head  of  these  salmon  does  not 
seem  to  me,  as  well  as  to  several  anglers  in 
Bou  ogne,  to  be  like  any  salmon  we  have  seen 
from  England.  We  have,  therefore,  come  _  to 
think  that  these  salmon  might  be  another  species, 
perhaps  the  bull-trout,  although  it  is  said  that 
this  fish  does  not  reach  more  than  twenty  pounds 
in  weight,  and  that  we  have  taken  in  the  Canche 
salmon  of  thirty -eight  pounds.  We  have  often 
tried  to  fish  them  with  salmon  flies,  but  whether 
that  they  won’t  look  to  that  lure,  or  that  the  water 
is  generally  not  clear  enough,  we  have  not 
succeeded  in  catching  any,  and  the  Devon  minnow 
is,  so  far,  what  seems  to  be  more  efficacious — 
they  take  it  freely. 

The  object  of  sending  you  this  salmon’s  head  is 
to  apply  to  your  kindness  to  tell  me  what  you 
think  of  it,  and  to  what  family  you  should  class 
that  species. 

Thanking  you  in  advance, — I  remain,  dear  sir, 
yours  truly,  E.  Soubitez. 

[We  regret  to  have  to  inform  M.  Soubitez  that 
in  consequence  of  the  tropical  weather  the  head 
of  the  fish  arrived  in  a  state  of  decomposition.  It 
certainly  looked  like  the  head  of  a  kelt  bull¬ 
trout,  and  if  our  correspondent  examines  the  gills 
of  the  next  fish  he  catches  and  finds  them  infested 
with  maggots  he  may  be  certain  it  is  a  bull-trout. 
It  is  a  very  rare  thing  to  find  a  bull-trout  with¬ 
out  or  a  salmon  with  these  gill  parasites. — Ed.] 

NO  CLOSE  TIME  FOR  THE  SHAD. 

Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  any  information  as  to  which  close  season  the 
salmon-shad  comes  under.  I  have  heard  divers 
opinions  on  the  subject,  and  should  be  obliged 
for  the  correct  answer. — Yours  truly. 

Interested. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  Q.C.,  Editor  of  “  Oke’s 
Fishery  Laws,”  kindly  replies  as  follows  : — 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  do  not  know  what  a 
salmon-shad  is.  Assuming  it  is  a  twait,  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  close  time  for  them,  as  the 
Fresh- water  Fisheries  Acts  do  not,  in  my  opinion, 
extend  to  sea-fish  that  come  into  fresh-water 
occasionally,  e.g  ,  sprats  or  lampreys  ;  and  there 
is  no  close  time  for  sea-fish. — Yours  very  truly, 

J.  W.  Willis  Bund. 

15,  Old-square,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  W.C., 

April  20, 1893.  _ 

LAMPREY  AND  SHAD. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  correspondents 
kindly  tell  me  what  Lamprey  (Petromyzon) 
fisheries  we  have  in  the  British  Isles  altogether, 
and  if  the  shad  {Chipea  alosa)  is  abundant  in 
England,  Scotland,  Wales  or  Ireland. 

I  know  of  a  great  many  grounds  where  both 
these  fish  abound,  and  should  be  glad  of  any 
bints  for  catching  same.  1  have  often  caught 
shad  with  fly. — Yours  truly,  Forastero. 

Carril,  Spain,  March  25, 1893. 

P.S. — I  enclose  my  card.  Is  shad  thought 
much  of  in  England? 

[Mr.  Willis  Bund  has  kindly  sent  us  a  note 
about  shad.  Lampreys  are  taken  in  the  Severn 
and  Trent  at  weirs. — Ed.] 


THE  INNER  MAN :  A  HINT  TO  ANGLERS. 

Sir, — May  I  venture  (once  in  a  way)  to  bring 
before  the  notice  of  my  brother  anglers  what 
cannot  fail  to  be  a  boon  to  those  who  like  a  first- 
rate  basin  of  soup  (not  a  second  rate,  but  truly 
first  rate),  and  this  excellent  soup  can  be  produced 
'in  ten  minutes  w'herever  a  fire,  a  saucepan,  pepper 
and  salt,  a  spoon,  and  a  basin  are  obtainable  ! 
Hitherto  I  have  held  aloof  from  such  things,  but 
my  grocer  recently  supplied  me  with  some  of 
“  Lazenby’s  Solidified  Soup  Squares,”  price  5^d. 
We  have  tried  two  kinds  at  home,  namely,  “  The 
Household  ”  and  “  Mulligatawney,”  and  better 
soups  no  man  needs — in  our  opinion.  We  find 
t'  at  there  is  enough  good  strong  soup  in  one 
square  for  three  ordinary  people  (1^-  pints).  But 
think  of  the  value  of  it  on  a  fishing  expedition 
and  in  a  wild  country,  where  the  cooking  is 
simply  awful !  And  what  a  jolly  idea  it  is  to 
arrange,  at  some  clean  cottage  handy  to  the  river, 
to  have  your  basin  of  soup  for  luncheon  daily. 
In  spring  salmon  fishing,  when  half  frozen  in 
one’s  waders,  hoiy  this  would  warm  the  cockles 


of  an  honest  angler’s  heart !  Grog  isn’t  in  it ! 
Try  for  yourselves. 

Then  we  all  know  how  hard  it  is  to  get  sand¬ 
wiches  cut  well — for  what  with  bad  and  thickly- 
cut  ham  and  junks  of  dry  bread,  one  needs  the 
jaws  of  a  bulldog  and  the  digestion  of  an  ostrich. 

It  is,  however,  much  simpler  to  make  one’s 
own,  and  this  can  be  done  whilst  at  breakfast  by 
each  angler,  without  trouble.  I  have  for  years 
used  potted  meats  of  various  kinds  for  breakfast, 
and  often  for  sandwiches  —  but  the  very  best 
potted  beef  I  have  come  across  for  years  I  got  by 
merest  chance  in  a  strange  grocer’s  a  few  days 
ago,  something  very  small  per  tin,  I  quite  forget 
now.  The  makers  are  John  Burgess  and  Sons, 
107,  Strand,  London,  and  their  potted  beef,  spread 
on  thin  bread  and  butter,  makes  a  grand  sandwich. 
I  wonder  these  firms  do  not  advertise  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. — I  am,  &c  ,  E.  M.  Tod. 

N.B  — To  keep  sandwiches  moist,  get  a  supply 
of  vegetable  parchment,  such  as  is  used  in  cover¬ 
ing  jam  pots,  and  wrap  up  your  sandwiches  in 
that.  It  is  far  before  tin  boxes  in  my  opinion. 
— E.  M.  T. 

[We  can  fully  endorse  all  Mr.  Tod  says  about 
the  excellence  of  these  specialties.  The  best 
preparation  of  the  kind  we  know  is  Burgess’s 
Anchovy  Paste.  A  little  of  this  with  butter  on  dry 
toast  is  as  good  for  breakfast  and  lunch  as  any¬ 
thing  we  know.  Their  “  M.  M.”  Savoy  Pickle 
is  simply  perfection.  We  agree  with  Sir  Walter 
Scott  as  to  the  excellence  of  the  goods  produced 
by  this  firm. — Ed.]  _ 

PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  C.  White’s  reply  to  my  ques¬ 
tions  is  both  evasive  and  misleading,  and  in  one 
or  more  instances  incorrect.  I  fail  to  understand 
the  remark  “  proud  position  he  has  assigned  to 
me  in  the  North,”  and  as  to  “  chaos  in  the  N.A.  A.” 
a  little  information  may  be  forthcoming  as  to  the 
cause  at  some  future  date.  As  to  the  sum  of  £'7 
being  the  expense  of  Bolton  joining  the  P.A.A  ,  a 
reliable  authority  states  positively  that  it  would 
cost  the  Bolton  Association  of  640  members 
£17  13s  4d.  for  the  first  year  for  only  the  London 
and  North-Western  Railway  privileges,  nothing 
else  being  of  any  utility  to  them.  Between  the 
two  amounts  there  is  a  difference  of  £10  13s.  4d. 
Perhaps  the  trifling  difference  may  be  the 
delegates’  expenses.  Mr.  White  replies  to  a 
“  vulgar  question  ”  I  never  asked,  but  totally 
ignores  my  first  three  questions,  and  in  answer¬ 
ing  the  next,  says  “  they  did  not  refuse  to  co¬ 
operate.”  This  is  incorrect,  for  the  printed  rules 
and  constitution  of  the  N.A.A.  were  sent  to  Mr. 
White,  and  a  request  for  a  similar  favour  in 
respect  to  the  rules,  Ac ,  of  the  P.A.A.  But 
perhaps  he  has  copies  of  his  courteous  letter 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  former  and  his 
discourteous  letter  refusing  the  latter.  So 
unfriendly  did  Mr.  White  and  his  committee  show 
themselves  to  be  that  tne  council  ordered  the 
correspondence  to  be  closed,  and  then,  after  this 
had  be^n  done,  Mr.  White  again  wrote,  asking  if 
the  N.A.A.  had  any  proposal  to  make  as  to 
joining  the  P.A.A.,  please  note,  without  ever 
seeing  their  rules.  Had  not  the  executive  of  the 
P.A.A.  been  so  narrow-minded,  that  association 
and  the  N.A.A.  might  have  joined  forces  for 
the  general  good  ;  as  it  is,  matters  are  anything 
but  satisfactory  to  anglers  in  the  north,  who  may 
possibly  move  in  the  matter.  If  the  P.A.A. 
has  not  included  the  northern  area,  how  is  it  that 
the  entire  dispensation  of  privileges  granted  by 
the  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Com¬ 
pany  is  placed  in  their  hands,  and  they  have 
power  to  grant  cards  to  Liverpool  and  Warring¬ 
ton  ?  Until  this  question.  Did  the  deputation 
from  the  P  A. A.  represent  to  the  London  and 
North-Western  Railway  that  they  appeared  on 
behalf  of  all  anglers  outside  London?  is  an¬ 
swered,  I  shall  hold  the  opinion  that  the  P.A.A. 
obtained  these  privileges  for  their  own  benefit 
and  not  those  of  anglers  generally,  selfishness  is 
no  part  of  an  angler’s  outfit.  Now,  sir,  the 
council  ot  the  N.A.A.  contains  many  of  your 
own  personal  friends,  men  above  suspicion,  who 
spent  a  lot  of  time  and  money  (not  a  penny  on 
delegates),  and  they  were  refused  even  an  inter¬ 
view  to  state  the  claims  of  50,000  anglers  in  the 
north,  and  yet  the  same  railway  company  received 
others,  and  granted  what  they  asked,  our  portion 
included.  Is  this  right  ?— Yours  faithfully, 

Lanc.ashire  Correspondent. 
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EXHIBITION  OF  POACHING  IMPLE¬ 
MENTS  AND  APPLIANCES. 

SiK, — It  is  intended  that  the  forthcoming 
Sports  and  Pastimes  Exhibition  at  the  Crystal 
Palace,  in  July  next,  shall  include  a  collection  of 
the  varied  implements  and  devices  which  have 
been  used  by  and  captured  from  poachers,  and 
also  relics  of  historical  poaching  affrays. 

Will  you  kindly  allow  an  appeal  to  be  made 
through  your  columns  to  country  magistrates  and 
constables,  and  to  landowners,  farmers,  game- 
keepers,  and  others,  for  the  loan  of  interesting 
articles,  such  as  those  referred  to  above,  which 
the  manager  of  the  Crystal  Palace  would  be  glad 
to  receive  not  later  than  June  24  next  ? 

Early  communication  to  us,  with  a  view  to 
preparation  of  a  descriptive  catalogue,  would  be 
much  esteemed. —  Yours  truly, 

J.  F.  Vexsgooj), '}  J<]xhibition 
W.  Brooks,  j  Exectdive. 

Crystal  Palace,  S.E. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  BRIGHTON. 

De.\r  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
Mr.  Horace  C.  Dale,  I  beg  to  say  that  the  nearest 
trout  stream  to  this  town  that  is  worth  fishing 
lies  between  Hassocks  and  Burgess  Hill,  and  is 
rented  by  The  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Wm.  F.  Booth,  hon.  sec. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society. 


IS  THE  HOLDER  OF  A  TROUT  LICENCE 
ALLOWED  TO  FISH  WITH  MORE  THAN 
ONE  ROD  AND  LINE? 

Dear  Sir, — Do  you  notice  Williams  v.  Long 
(reported  in  the  J.  P.  of  the  8th  April). 

It  is  a  case  stated  by  the  justices  of  the  Usk 
Division,  and  the  point,  in  short,  appears  to  be 
whether  the  holder  of  a  trout-rod  licence  is 
entitled  to  fish  with  more  than  one  rod  and  line. 
Lawrence,  J.,  and  Bruce,  J.,  hold  that  ho  is  not; 
but  the  case  was  not  argued  on  behalf  of  the 
respondent. 

This  decision  seems  to  me  to  be  very  important, 
as  the  same  rule  may,  I  think,  apply  to  all  rod 
licences,  and  thus  “  harling,”  and  the  like,  with 
two  rods,  may  now  be  punishable  and  illegal 
without  question. — Believe  me,  yours  faithfully, 
_  Arthur  C.  K. 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — If  “  Fly  Rod  ”  wants  easy  and  good 
trout  fishing,  plain  and  clean,  I  recommend  him 
to  I’las  yn  Bonwm,  Corwen,  North  Wales,  two 
minutes’  walk  from  the  River  Dee,  on  some  of  the 
best  water  on  the  preserve,  w'hich  has  been  pre¬ 
served  over  half  a  century;  can  be  fished  off  the 
bank  or  wading. — I  am,  yours,  &c., 

Hugh  Williams,  Water  Bailiff,  Corwen. 


Sir,— In  reply  to  “  Fly  Rod’s  ”  letter  of  April  8, 
I  take  the  opportunity  of  suggesting  to  him  the 
advisability  of  visiting  the  valley  of  the  Dee,  at 
the  time  he  mentions.  The  lovely  village  of 
Glyndyfrdwy,  midway  between  Llangollen  and 
Corwen,  is  a  most  desirable  spot  to  stay  at.  This 
charming  resort  offers  innumerable  advantages 
to  holiday  seekers— 8])lendid  scenery,  delightful 
mountain  climbing,  bracing  air,  fine  salmon  and 
trout  fishing,  good  accommodation,  and,  above  all, 
moderate  charges.  There  are  also  railway,  postal, 
and  telegraphic  facilities.  I  can  unhesitatingly 
recommend  the  place. — Yours,  Ac., 

_  Salmon  Gut. 


FISHING  IN  THE  BARNET  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Saturday  last  I 
see  mention  made  of  the  Hertford  Angling 
Preservation  Society.  Having  recently  gone  to 
reside  at  Barnet  I  would  be  much  obliged  for  any 
information  regarding  membership  of  above,  or 
of  any  other  clubs  having  water  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  which  your  readers  may  be  able  to 
supply.— Y'ours  faithfully,  W.  F.  Laurie. 


THE  TOWY. 

Sir, — On  page  228  the  River  Toivij  is  referred 
teas  Glamorganshire  river.  Y  ou  must  be  referring 
to  the  'I awe.  The  Towy  enters  Carmarthenshire 
above  Llandovery,  and  runs  past  Llandilo  to 
Carmarthen,  and  empties  itself  in  Carmarthen 
Bay.  It  is  noted  for  its  salmon  for  at  least 
twenty-seven  miles.— Y'ours,  etc.,  Davis  Rhts. 

[Thanks. — Ed'.] 


THE  OUSE  AT  BRANDON. 

Sir, — After  twelve  months’  silence  allow  me  to 
approach  my  angling  friends,  who  have  read  my 
weekly  reports  in  your  journal  for  several  years 
past,  respecting  the  River  Ouse  at  Brandon,  and 
the  various  other  advantages,  such  as  railway 
privilege,  and  hotel  accommodation,  suitable  for 
all  classes  of  anglers.  Since  my  first  letter,  years 
ago,  this  place  has  grown  into  popularity  as  one 
of  the  best  all-round  fishing  quarters  in  the 
Eastern  Counties — free  water  for  miles.  Many  of 
your  numerous  readers  are  aware  of  the  quantity 
of  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  pike  which  can  be  seen 
in  this  water.  I  paid  a  visit  to  this  place  (Brandon), 
to  the  Ram  Hotel,  which  is  considered  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  angling  here,  and  to  my  great 
surprise  the  entei-prising  and  obliging  landlord, 
Mr.  Rolph,  has  added  to  the  hotel  the  adjoining 
house,  which  used  to  be  private,  and  he  has  made 
extensive  alterations,  so  that  private  families  can 
now  have  dining-room,  drawing-room,  kitchen  for 
servants,  also  plenty  of  scope  for  children,  plenty 
of  well-aired  bedrooms,  and  every  other  con¬ 
venience  under  same  roof.  In  my  opinion  it  is  a 
splendid  place  for  private  anglers  with  families, 
who  require  quiet  and  a  healthy  place  with  a  lovely 
vale,  to  row  down  the  river.  Plenty  of  boats  on 
the  spot.  Host  Rolph  assures  me,  as  he  has  gone 
to  a  great  expense,  nothing  shall  be  left  undone 
to  oblige  his  numerous  customers.  The  weather 
— last  week  and  time  of  writing — cold  nights, 
bright  w'arm  days ;  water  like  gin.  Fish  in 
abundance  to  be  seen,  but  too  shy  for  the  hook. 
What  are  caught  are  in  splendid  condition.  Allow 
me  to  state  the  same  now  as  I  have  written  for 
years  past  as  to  the  spawning  of  the  roach  in 
this  water.  They  do  not,  as  a  rule,  spawn  until 
the  middle  of  May.  This  has  been  my  experience 
of  forty  years  here.  Dace  are  now  clean ;  perch 
and  pike  I  must  leave  at  present.  But  what  about 
the  chub  ?  They  are  here,  but  when  do  they  spawn  ? 

Allow  me,  sir,  to  make  one  remark  before 
closing  these  few  lines.  I  read  in  Fishing  Gazette, 
a  few  weeks  ago,  that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
have  now  granted  the  railway  privilege  ticket 
from  London  to  this  place.  You  are  aware  Mr. 
Wade  (one  of  the  London  secretaries)  and  myself 
corresponded  on  this  subject  some  three  years 
ago.  I  sent  you  his  letter  to  me  on  tW  subject. 
At  that  time  there  were  insurmountable  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  way.  Happily  for  the  anglers  they 
are  now  removed,  and  I  am  confident  the  London 
anglers  will  return  their  gratitude  to  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  by  continued  use  of 
their  line. 

I  am  happy  to  say  angling  prospects  are  good 
here. — Yours  truly,  _  J.  0.  George. 

TROUTING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Sill, — During  a  few  days’  visit  last  week  to 
Mona  I  found  the  trout  taking  the  worm  freely, 
fished  on  Pennell  or  Stewart  tackle.  A  dish  of 
sixteen  (certainly  small,  but  doesn’t  the  old 
saying  run,  “little  fish  are  sweet”)  taken  on 
Friday,  in  the  Glen  Helen  river,  was  quite  up  to 
or  over  expectations,  considering  the  shrunken 
state  of  the  stream  after  five  weeks’  drought. 
Of  course  it  was  necessary  to  walk  up  the  water, 
and  fish  “fine  and  far  off.”  Still,  with  an 
unclouded  sky,  a  faint  westerly  breeze,  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  fields  positively  white  with  daisies, 
banks  teaming  with  primroses  and  violets,  and 
braes  a  blaze  of  colour  made  by  the  golden  gorse, 
was  the  first  and  foremost  consideration  to  be 
bow  many  pounds  of  trout  we  could  kill?  Nay, 
rather,  perhaps,  to  stay  our  hand  and  say.  Let 
them  (as  we  are  doing)  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the 
spring.  Still  when,  as  a  Douglas  friend  sung  out 
to  us,  “  Two  fishers  went  a-fishing,”  ’twere  well 
to  bring  back  an  earnest  of  our  endeavours. 
That  same  day  a  dish  of  trout  came  home  from  a 
resident  of  Douglas,  fishing  high  up  amongst  the 
hills,  W'hich  it  was  a  pleasure  to  see.  The  best 
weighed,  1  believe,  all  out,  a  pound  ;  and  the 
smallest  was  not  less  than  half-a-pound ;  certainly 
good  for  a  “  burn.” 

I  was  sorry — and  readers  of  the  Gazette  will 
share  with  me — to  hear  of  the  deeply-regretted 
illness  of  that  happy  writer,  genial  gentleman, 
and  most  intelligent  student  of  all  matters  (sea 
or  river)  piscatorial,  your  esteemed  correspondent 
“  Stormy  Petrel.”  E.  E.  H. 

April  17  th,  1893. 

[All  who  know  Mr.  Sam  J.  Harris  will  agree  with 
the  kind  words  about  “  Stormy  Petrel.” — Ed.]- 


BF  NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Sir, — As  I  know  w'hat  an  objection  you  have  to 
your  admirable  paper  being  made  the  medium  of 
misleading  information,  kindly  permit  me  to 
point  out  that  Lough  Dan  has  neither  perch  nor 
pike  in  it,  and  is  two  miles  from  any  hotel,  and 
that  to  catch  a  large  trout  there  does  not  often 
fall  to  the  lot  of  fishermen. 

I  have  fished  it  for  the  last  twenty  years.  Mr. 
Syme,  of  Bray,  landed  one  trout  7^1b.  last  week, 
and  as  he  has  sent  it  to  Williams,  of  Dame-street, 
Dublin,  to  be  “  set  up,”  you  may  imagine  how 
few  and  far  betw'een  they  are. 

Sir,  on  Lough  Derg  we  eat  fish  71b.  or  81b.,  or 
give  them  to  our  friends. 

The  distance  from  Bray  railway  station  to 
Lough  Dan  is  seven  miles  at  least.  I  live  three 
miles  from  Bray,  and  it  takes  me  three  hours 
of  hard  driving,  with  the  best  horse  I  can  hire,  to 
get  there ;  one  hill  is  a  mile  long,  and  you  have 
to  walk  it  all  the  way.  I  have  no  interest  what¬ 
ever  in  this  matter.  The  fish  are  about  six  to  the 
pound,  frequently  eight.  Y"our  Irish  correspon¬ 
dent  may,  for  all  1  know,  aspire  to  sit  in  our 
Home  Ruin  College  Green  Parliament,  and  we 
can  quite  understand  wishes  things  to  be  as  they 
are  represented,  and  not  as  they  really  are,  to  try 
and  catch  the  Saxon. — Y’^ours,  A'c., 

Charles  C.  Mayne, 

President  of  late  Peacock  Pishing  Club, 

Lough  Sheelin,  Co.  Cavan. 


ANTI-FLY  MIXTURE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  a  recipe  for  an  “anti- fly  ” 
mixture  which  I  found  very  effective  in  keeping 
off  mosquitoes  while  fishing  in  America.  I  trust 
it  may  prove  of  some  use  to  “Sentry.” — Yours 
faithfully,  R.  Thom  Annan. 

The  Club,  Stirling,  N.B. 

Anti-Fly  Mixture  (to  be  rubbed  over  exposed 
parts). — 37  grains  thymol,  4.0  p.c. ;  2  drachms  oil 
of  eucalyptus,  12.5  p.c.;  2  drachms  firwood  oil 
12.5  p.c.;  2  drachms  chloroform,  12  6  p.c.;  2 
ounces  rectified  spirits,  58.5  p.c. 

The  above  is  easily  made  up,  and  does  not  smell 
disagreeably. 


Mr.  F.  C.  Nash,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Canterbury  Stour  Trout  Pishing  Association,  3, 
The  Parade,  Canterbury,  informs  us  that  they 
have  vacancies  for  one  or  two  rods.  This  is  the 
cheapest  trout  fishing,  in  the  nature  of  a  club, 
that  we  know  of.  Mr.  Nash  is  indefatigable 
in  breeding,  rearing,  and  stocking.  Since  the 
introduction  freely  of  two-year-old  trout,  sport 
has,  we  are  told,  greatly  improved. 

Honour  to  Whom  Honour  is  Due. — “  ‘  Honour 
to  whom  honour  is  due !  ’  Hereby  I  do  most 
solemnly  protest,  as  scores  have  done  before  me, 
against  the  malpractices  of  the  literary  pirate. 
I  have  been  his  victim  on  more  than  one  previous 
occasion,  and  submitted  meekly,  but  now  I  raise 
my  voice  in  chorus  with  the  other  indignant 
wronged  ones,  knowing  full  well  that  I  am  in 
good  company.  A  glaring  instance  of  eithir 
gross  piracy  or  culpable  negligence  upon  the 
lart  of  some  person  or  persons  unknown  has 
just  come  to  my  knowledge.  A  Knaresborough 
fishing  story  which  first  saw  the  light  of 
publicity  in  this  column  a  few  weeks  ago,  has,  it 
seems,  been  going  the  round  of  the  angling  press, 
and  last  Saturday  appeared  verbatim  in  the 
pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  under  the  head  of 
‘  A  Good  Pish  Yarn,’  by  which  journal  it  was 
attributed — not  to  the  ‘  Angling  Column  ’  of 
The  Yorkshire  Weekhj  Post — but  to  the  iVbrtAem 
Angler.  I  do  not  know  who  was  at  fault  in  this 
particular  instance,  but  I  cannot  think  it  was 
the  affable  and  courteous  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Sub-editors  will  please  note  that 
henceforth  the  right  of  reproduction  of  any 
portion  of  these  articles  is  ligorously  reserved. 
At  the  same  time  the  usual  courtesy  in  the 
matter  of  quoting  from  this  column  is  freely 
offered,  provided  that  the  original  source  of  such 
extracts  as  may  be  published  in  other  journals 
are  definitely  and  rightfully  acknowledged.” 

[So  writes  the  Angling  Editor  of  the  Yorkshire 
Weekly  Post.  With  him  remains  the  “  Honour.” 
We  accept  his  compliments,  and  pass  on  the 
rest  of  his  remarks  for  Mr.  Blakey  to  deal  with. 
Ed.  F.G.] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY.  APRIL  22,  1893. 


GKESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Annual  Dinner. 

With  Mr.  Harry  S.  Foster,  M.P.,  in  the  chair,  the 
members  of  the  above  flourishing  angling  society  held 
their  annual  dinner,  on  Tuesday  night,  at  the  Mason’s 
Hall  Tavern,  Mason’s-avenue,  City,  and  the  festive 
event  passed  off  in  a  very  successful  manner.  The  vice- 
chairmen  were  Messrs.  W.  P.  Grimmett,  E.  C.  Clements, 
and  F.  E.  Ohlson,  and  amongst  a  numerous  company 
present  were  Messrs.  C.  S.  Bentley,  M.  Davies,  W.  P. 
Dyer,  E.  L.  Frost,  E.  Hesse,  T.  E.  Sachs,  AV.  Marshall, 
.1.  Massingham,  F.  W.  Norman,  P.  G.  Aflalo,  E.  H. 
Bramley,  H.  Boustred,  J.  B.  Close,  A.  F.  Cowley,  E.  J. 
Chambers,  T.  Crumplen  (“Old  Izaak”),  J.  Curtis,  J. 
Cameron,  Geo.  Chambers,  H.  Day,  J.  H.  Ellis,  Fletcher, 
A.  Heiron,  G.  H.  Howard  (editor  of  Angling),  F.  B. 
Hollis,  C.  Newbury,  Dr.  Ladell,  A.  W.  Parker,  E. 
Shonfeld,  T.  Powley,  H.  Phillips,  F.  A.  Sims,  W.  Vail, 
Young,  and  J.  Tayler  (secretary). 

After  the  usual  loyal  toast  had  been  duly  honoured. 
The  Chairman,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  pro¬ 
posed  ‘‘Prosperity  to  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,” 
and  said  that  he  realised  his  incapacity  to  do  justice  to 
the  toast— (“  No,  no  ”) — as  he  had  never  yet  had  the 
time  to  follow  up  the  delightful  pastime  of  angling. 
Pishing,  however,  was  one  of  the  pleasures  which  he 
should  look  forward  to  now  that  he  was  so  closely 
associated  with  a  part  of  the  country  in  which  angling 
was  so  greatly  indulged  in,  and  where  he  hoped  to  gain 
some  practical  knowledge  of  it.  (Applause.)  He  had 
been  told  that  he  had  been  asked  to  take  the  chair  as 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society  was  easentially_  a  City 
club,  and  because  it  was  situate  in  the  ward  in  which 
he  carried  on  business,  and  was,  therefore,  a  near 
neighbour  of  his.  Also  that  the  position  he  had  the 
honour  to  fill  in  the  City  last  year  was  some  justifica¬ 
tion  for  them  asking  him  to  take  the  chair.  He  (Mr. 
Foster)  was  glad  to  say  that  he  now  represented  one  of 
the  most  important  fishing  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  a  district  which  was  a  very  favourite  field  for 
angling.  (Applause.)  Well,  if  they  would  accept  him 
on  those  grounds,  he  would  endeavour  to  discharge  his 
duties  as  chairman  that  night  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
With  regard  to  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  it  was,  he 
thought,  one  of  the  leading  societies  of  the  day.  It  had 
been  in  existence  some  twelve  years,  and  during  that 
time  he  felt  sure  that  it  had  thoroughly  justified  the 
object  for  which  it  was  formed — namely,  to  bring  about 
“  fraternal  intercourse  among  anglers,  and  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  art  of  angling  ” — -and  he  thought  he  need  not 
allude  to  the  very  many  excellent  things  which  the 
society  had  done  in  the  course  of  the  year,  as  they  were 
well  known  to  all  of  them.  The  Gresham  Angling  Society 
was  not  only  a  social  club,  but  a  club  founded  to 
promote  the  art  of  angling,  and  to  conduct  that  pastime 
in  a  sportsmanlike  fashion.  (Applause.)  It  was  also  an 
educational  society,  as  every  society  must  be  in  these 
days,  and  coupled  with  educational,  the  word  literary  was 
synonymous,  for  he  was  told  that  the  society  possessed 
an  excellent  library,  numbering  several  thousand 
volumes,  which  was  fast  becoming  a  unique  collection  of 
its  kind,  and  one  which  any  society  might  well  be  proud  of. 
He  was  also  informed  that  the  society  had  a  fair 
museum,  which  was  being  annually  added  to,  and  which, 
in  time,  would  no  doubt  become  of  considerable  value. 
The  members  now  numbered  over  100,  and  they  had  the 
privilege  of  fishing  three  continuous  stretches  of  water 
at  Kelvedon,  Essex,  which  were  rented  by  the  society. 
He  (the  chairman)  owed  his  presence  there  to  his  old 
friend  Mr.  Bramley,  and  he  hoped  that  when  he  came 
down  to  the  Norfolk  broads  he  would  initiate  him  (the 
chairman)  into  some  of  the  mysteries  of  angling.  (Ap¬ 
plause.)  Up  to  the  present  his  connection  with  the  rod 
had  been  to  receive  it  very  often  when  he  was  a  little  boy, 
and  to  administer  it  now,  occasionally,  as  the  father  of  a 
family.  (Laughter,)  He,  however,  wished  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  continued  prosperity,  and  he  hoped,  at 
some  f  uture  time,  perhaps,  to  be  able  to  take  part  in  the 
sport  which  the  society  had  been  formed  to  promote  and 
extend.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  E.  J.  Chambers  next  submitted  the  healths  of 
the  “  Honorary  Members,”  who,  he  said,  gave  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society  a  great  deal  of  support. 
(Applause.)  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of 
Mr.  Sachs.  (Applause.) 

In  acknowledging  the  toast,  Mr.  T.  E.  Sachs  expressed 
the  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  come  to  the  club,  and  he 
thanked  the  members  for  the  kind  way  in  which  they 
had  received  the  toast  of  the  honorary  members.  As  for 
the  Gresham  members,  he  never  knew  such  persevering 
fishermen  ;  they  were  out  here,  there,  and  everywhere, 
bringing  home  large  quantities  of  fish,  and  when  they 
had  been  to  Deal  he  had  known  them  to  go  out  in  the 
roughest  weather  and  bring  in  fish  up  to  201b.  each.  (Ap¬ 
plause.)  He  (Mr.  Sachs)  was  the  oldest  member,  and 
the  oldest  hon.  member  of  the  society ;  he  was  very 
pleased  to  find  himself  so  connected  with  the  society, 
and  he  hoped  he  should  continue  to  be  a  member  for 
many  more  years.  (Applause.) 

“The  Officers  and  Committee,”  proposed  in  a  eulo¬ 
gistic  and  humorous  speech  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley, 
followed. 

Messrs.  J.  B.  Close  (curator),  F.  W.  Norman 
(librarian),  and  J.  Tayler  (secretary),  replied  for 
the  officers.  The  society,  Mr.  Tayler  said,  was  in  a 
most  prosperous  condition,  and  he  was  very  pleased  to 
inform  the  members  that  another  piece  of  water,  within 
half-an-hour  of  London,  had  just  been  taken  on  their 
behalf.  (Applause.)  Tfiey  had  taken  it  for  one  year 
certain,  but  if  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  members  were 
satisfied  with  it,  they  had  the  option  of  renting  it  on 
the  same  terms  for  three  years  longer.  Thei’e  were 
thousands  of  fish  in  it,  and  if  he  knew  anything  about 


the  members,  they  would  very  soon  see  some  of  those 
fish  in  the  room.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Davies  also  acknowledged  the  toast  on  behalf  of 
the  committee. 

At  this  juncture  of  the  proceedings  the  Chairman,  in 
a  few  appropriate  sentences,  distributed  the  prizes  won 
during  the  last  season  as  follow :  Dr.  Ladell,  silver 
challenge  cup  for  best  and  greatest  variety  of  fish  ;  also 
silver  medal,  for  tench  weighing  4lb.  ;  Mr.  La  Feuillade, 
silver  medal,  for  pike,  141b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Canton,  ditto,  for 
roach,  lib.  12.ioz. ;  Mr.  White,  ditto,  for  brook  trout, 
21b.  joz. ;  Mr.  Hesse,  ditto,  for  dace,  lloz. ;  and  Dr. 
Brunton,  ditto,  for  salmon,  191b.  The  Chairman  con¬ 
cluded  by  giving  the  healths  of  the  prize  winners,  the 
toast  being  acknowledged  by  Dr.  Ladell  in  an  amusing 
speech. 

Mr.  Heiron  proposed  “  The  Preservation  and  Angling 
Societies,”  and  said  that,  as  regarded  the  former 
institutions,  there  would  be  little  chance  of  angling 
societies  surviving  without  them.  They  stocked  the 
rivers  and  inland  waters,  assisted  in  the  breeding  of  fish, 
and  fish  culture  generally,  and  they  did  their  best  to 
prevent  poaching  and  illicit  angling.  (Applause.)  As 
for  the  angling  societies  there  were  nearly  200  in 
London,  and  amongst  that  number  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  was  one  of  the  leading  clubs. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  (chairman  of  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorials)  replied  to  the  toast,  and  thanked  those 
present  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  received  it. 
No  doubt,  he  said,  the  Preservation  Societies  were 
greatly  assisting  the  angling  clubs,  and  he  was  very 
pleased,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
to  know  that  their  work  on  that  body  was  appreciated. 
With  regard  to  the  angling  societies  of  London,  he  could 
assure  them  that  they  always  looked  upon  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  as  being  one  of  the  first  of  its  kind,  and 
its  doings  were  very  carefully  watched  in  other  quarters, 
because  it  was  known  that  the  society  aimed  at  bene- 
fitting  angling  in  general,  and  promoting  the  true 
interests  of  sport.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  gave  the  toast  of  “  The  Visitors,” 
and  said  the  members  of  the  club  were  always  very 
pleased  to  welcome  them  amongst  them,  not  only  on 
festive  occasions  but  at  their  usual  weekly  meetings. 

Mr.  John  Cameron,  of  Edinburgh,  in  responding, 
said  it  had  given  him  great  pleasure  to  come  amongst 
the  London  anglers.  His  angling  had  been  principally 
confined  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  he  stated  that  in 
the  South  of  Scotland  they  were  beginning  to  complain 
of  their  waters  being  overfished.  What,  however,  must 
it  be  like  in  London,  with  its  teeming  population? 
Since  he  had  entered  the  room  that  evening  he  had 
acquired  a  very  great  respect  for  the  skill  and  prowess 
of  the  London  anglers,  for  he  had  heard  of  feats  per¬ 
formed  in  every  direction,  feats  which  would  certainly 
equal  those  to  be  met  with  in  his  own  country.  (Ap¬ 
plause.) 

Dr.  Ladell  proposed  the  health  of  the  chairman,  and, 
after  thanking  Mr.  Foster,  M.P.,  for  his  kindness  in 
presiding  that  evening,  said  he  felt  sure  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  would  be  delighted  if  he  would  join 
them  as  a  vice-president.  (Applause.)  In  the  course  of 
time  he  trusted  that  he  (Mr,  Foster)  would  use  his 
influence  to  establish  the  fence  months  on  the  broads,  as 
it  was  quite  time  the  taking  of  fish  during  the  spawning 
season  should  be  put  a  stop  to  there.  (Applause.) 

The  toast  was  received  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  Foster,  M.P.,  replying  to  the  toast,  thanked  the 
company  for  the  reception  they  had  given  him,  and  said 
he  should  consider  it  an  honour  to  become  a  vice- 
president  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society.  (Applause.) 
In  regard  to  the  Broads,  the  first  time  he  ever  put  his 
foot  into  the  county  of  Suffolk  was  to  advocate  that  an 
Act  of  Parliament  should  be  passed  to  create  a  Board 
of  Conservancy  for  the  proper  protection  and  regulation 
of  the  Broads  in  the  interests  of  the  public.  (Applause.) 
He  should  certainly  give  such  a  measure  as  he  had 
referred  to  his  support  in  Parliament.  (Applause.) 

The  healths  of  the  vice-chairmen  were  also  drank. 

Mr.  Bentley  proposed  “The  Press,”  which  was 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Crumplen  (“  Old  Izaak”  of  the 
People),  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  (editor  of  Angling'),  and 
the  representative  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  an  excellent  programme 
of  music  was  carried  out,  and  the  efforts  of  the  artistes 
were  greatly  appreciated.  They  included  Miss  Isabel 
Eayner,  Mr.  Herbert  Phillips,  Mr.  H.  Boustred,  Mr. 
T.  Powley,  Mr.  Charles  Bramley,  and  Messrs.  Karm  and 
Kiel  (mandoline).  Professor  Frank  Manley,  E.A.M., 
presided  at  the  pianoforte,  and  the  company  separated 
at  a  late  hour,  after  having  spent  a  most  enjoyable 
evening.  _ 

EOYAL  WINDSOE  AND  DISTEICT  PISCATOEIAL 
SOCIETY. 

A  very  pleasant  gathering  of  the  followers  of  the 
“gentle”  craft  was  held  at  the  New  Inn,  Eton,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  when  a  large  number  of  the  members 
of  the  above  society  met  together. 

Mr.  Skelton  carried  off  the  first  prize  for  trout,  the 
first  for  barbel,  and  the  secondfor  roach,  agrand  record. 
Mr.  Bambridge  carried  off  the  silver  goblet  for  the 
largest  fish  caught  during  the  season,  that  being  the 
jack  taken  within  a  day  or  two  of  the  close  of  the  season. 
Mr.  Eoberts  carried  off  the  second  prize  for  trout,  the 
second  for  jack,  and  the  first  for  dace,  also  a  wonderfully 
good  record.  Mr.  Fountain  secured  the  first  for  chub 
and  the  first  for  roach,  and  Mr.  Fowler  the  second  for 
dace.  Mr.  Herbert  took  the  first  for  jack  caught  by 
spinning,  and  Mr.  Elder  the  second  for  chub.  A  very 
useful  prize  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Howlett,  the  indefatig¬ 
able  secretary,  for  having  proposed  the  largest  number 
of  new  members  during  the  year. 


The  Chairman  in  a  few  commendably  brief  but  well 
chosen  words  proposed  prosperity  to  the  society,  which 
was  drunk  with  much  enthusiasm. 

Mr.  Howlett,  the  hon.  secretary,  replied,  thanking 
the  company  for  the  compliment,  and  said  he  had  special 
pleasure  in  doing  so,  as  he  had  to  lay  before  them  a  very 
satisfactory  balance  sheet,  which  compared  very  well 
with  that  of  last  year.  (Applause.)  He  then  proceeded 
to  read  the  figures  as  follows  ; — 

Receipts. — Balance  in  hand,  ^613  19s.  4Jd.  ;  books  of 
rules.  Is.  6d. ;  Messrs.  Nevile  Eeid,  £l  11s.  fid.  ; 
members’  subscriptions  and  entrance  fees,  ,£14  5s.  fid. 
vice-presidents,  ^Bfi  14s.  fid. ;  hon.  members,  5s. ;  total, 
,£3(5  17s.  41d. 

Expenditure. — Subscription  to  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  £1  lls,  fid. ;  prizes, 
£10  10s.;  management,  £5;  stationery,  postage,  &c., 
£1  15s.  3d.  ;  small  items,  £2  Is.  9d.  ;  balance  in  hand, 
£15  18s.  lOid.  :  total,  £36  17s.  4id.  The  auditors  wore 
Messrs.  B.  E.  Bambridge  and  H.  Elder. 

Mr.  Fountain  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
presenters  of  the  prizes,  which,  he  said,  were  a  nice 
little  extra  incentive  to  their  efforts,  and  he  asked  them 
to  drink  their  healths.  This  was  done  with  musical 
honours. 

The  health  of  the  chairman  was  also  drunk  with  like 
honours,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Fountain. 

During  the  evening  Mr.  Howlett  made  a  special 
appeal  for  funds  on  behalf  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  personally  passed 
round  a  collecting-box  on  their  behalf,  recognising  that 
that  society  had  done  a  great  deal  for  local  angling. 


EDEN  FISHEEY  BOAED. 

Twenty-five  members  were  present  at  the  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Eden  Fishery  Board,  held  at  the  Courts, 
Carlisle,  on  Saturday  last.  Mr.  T.  Parker,  who  presided, 
commented  with  satisfaction  on  the  attendance,  this 
being  an  especially  large  meeting  of  the  board.  The 
Watching  Committee’s  report  was  as  follows  ;  “  Your 
committee  have  to  report  that  the  number  of  bailiffs, 
which  was  twelve  during  the  salmon  spawning  season, 
has  now  been  reduced  to  ten,  including  the  inspector. 
Bailiff  Pool,  stationed  at  Port  Carlisle,  who  has  proved 
himself  a  very  capable  boatman,  has  left  the  service  of 
the  board,  and  a  man  has  been  appointed  in^  his  place, 
whose  references  as  to  character  and  efficiency  were 
excellent  and  bore  close  investigation.  Your  committee 
visited  Armathwaite  weir  on  Monday,  March  20,  and 
have  to  report  that  they  consider  some  sort  of  a  pass, 
to  enable  salmon  to  get  over  the  weir  to  the  higher 
spawning-beds  in  greater  numbers  than  they  do  now, 
essential,  and  so  desirable  that  they  recommend  that  an 
engineer,  practically  acquainted  with  such  work,  be  called 
in  to  advise  a.s  to  the  best  way  to  arrive  at  the  object  in 
view,  and  to  estimate  the  probable  cost  of  the  same.  ’  ’  The 
m-oposed  pass  at  Armathwaite  was  then  discussed. — 
Mr.  Couthard  urged  that  the  pass  should  be  erected  at 
Armathwaite  Bay.  At  the  back  end  of  the  season  the 
heavy  fish  got  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  weir,  but  could 
get  no  further,  except  when  the  water  was  at  a  certain 
height,  so  that  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  the  best  spawn¬ 
ing  water  was  entirely  wasted.  Consequently  great 
destruction  of  ova  existed,  and  disease  resulted,  as 
salmon  lay  crowded  in  a  circumscribed  part  of  the  river. 
—Mr.  Welsh,  Port  Carlisle,  said  the  pass  would  be 
erected  by  subscription,  and  would  benefit  the 
upper  proprietors.— Other  speakers  followed. —Capt. 
Chamley,  Warcop,  suggested  that  the  board  should 
erect  passes  at  all  other  necessary  parts  of  the 
Eden  above  Armathwaite.  Salmon  got  up  as  far 
as  Kirkby  Stephen  in  droves,  and  he  thought  the  board 
should  give  a  little  facility  for  catching  an  odd  one  now 
and  again.  One  salmon,  and  only  one,  had  been  caught 
up  there.  Fifteen  approved  of  Mr.  Couthard’s  views, 
and  seven  voted  adversely,  consequently  the  Watching 
Committee  were  authorised  to  commence  operations 
at  once.  A  motion  by  Mr.  W.  Eoutledge,  that  a 
salmon  2s.  fid.  licence  for  rod  and  line  for  one  day  be 
issued,  was  adopted.  This  will  be  good  news  to  anglers 
intending  visiting  the  north  countree  !  W  hat  with  the 
new  and  stupendous  preparations  made  in  the  Lake 
District,  in  which  Lakes  Windermere  and  Coniston  will 
reign  supreme,  and  the  contemplated  conditions  in 
respect  to  the  Eden,  visitors  to  the  northern  fishing 
grounds  will  at  a  very  early  date  have  a  high  old  time 
of  it. 


Fifth  Eye  House  Competition  in  Aid  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent 
Home  Funds. — The  committee  met  on  Friday,  the 
14th  inst.,  when  it  was  decided  that  in  consequence  of 
Mr.  Sowerbutts,  Commercial-street,  being  the  only 
tackle  dealer  who  had  presented  a  prize  to  the  com¬ 
petition,  the  whole  of  the  cash  received  from  various 
gentlemen  and  societies  for  prizes  should  be  laid 
out  with  Mr.  Sowerbutts.  The  presentation  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  Monday,  April  24,  at  the  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  N.  During  the  evening  a 
grand  smoking  concert  will  take  place.  Chairman, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett.  The  prizes  will  be  presented 
by  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf.  The  respective  winners  will 
greatly  oblige  by  attending  early.  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
cash;  Hoxton  Brothers,  15s.;  Bostonians,  7s.;  Ber- 
mondsey  Brothers,  10s. ;  Golden  Barbel,  Gs. ;  Prince  of 
Wales,  12s.;  Alhson  United,  10s.;  Clissold,  lls.; 
Eastern  Piscatorials,  153. ;  Funny  Folks.  4s.  ;  Great 
Northern,  6s. ;  from  the  Crown  and  Buckland  for  prizes, 
16s.  fid.  The  total  number  of  prizes  is  now  thirty-two. 
— S.  Malby,  sec. 
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Ipcovincial  IRotes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  chief  topic  at  the  Birmingham  clnbs  at  the 
present  time  is  the  proposed  challenge  cnp  to  be  fished 
for  by  the  members  of  the  Association  at  the  annual 
contests  A  circular  has  been  sent  round  to  the  whole 
of  the  clubs,  with  a  report  of  the  committee  delegated 
to  devise  the  best  means  for  obtaining  a  cup  The 
societies  are  now  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  chief 
1  been  accepted  by  the  majority 

ot  the  clubs.  I  have  only  heard  of  one  instance  in  which 
opposed,  and  this  comes  from  the 
Bordesley  Waltonians,  a  club  of  about  thirty-six  mem¬ 
bers.  ine  large  clubs  are  one  and  all  in  favour  of  the 
scheme  as  dratted  by  the  committee,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  whole  of  the  committee’s 
work  will  be  received  and  adopted.  A  special  general 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next,  when 
the  blub  delegates  will  bring  in  their  reports,  and  vote 
according  to  the  instructions  given  them  by  their  dif- 
Some  of  the  clnbs  who  are  in  favour 
of  the  cup  wdl  try  to  fix  a  standard  size  of  fish  to  be 
weighed  in.  This  is  a  thing  to  be  desired,  but  I  expect 
tnat  this  suggestion  will  not  be  entertained. 

The  members  of  the  Birmingham  Association  have  just 
finished  paying  their  half-yearly  subscription  of  2d.  per 
member  to  the  Provincial  Association,  the  amount  of 
which  IS  close  upon  ^28.  There  are  seven  clnbs  which 

^  position  of  having  a  membership  of  over 

100  members ;  these  are  as  a  follows  :  The  Highgate  100 
members  ;  the  Camden,  128  members  ;  the  Aston 
Britannia,  130  members ;  the  Highgate  Park,  144 
menibers  :  the  Rose  and  Crown,  140  members  ;  the  Small 
Heath,  138  members ;  and  the  Bellbarn,  150  members 
the  aggregate  membership  being  930  members.  The 
Aston  Britannia  Society  have  exactly  the  same  number 
ot  members  as  they  had  six  months  ago.  The  Highgate 
also  have  the  same  number  of  members.  The  Highgate 
Park  show  an  increased  membership  of  sixteen ;  the 
BellMrn  have  also  made  an  increase  of  fifteen  members. 
Ifie  Rose  and  Crown  remain  about  the  same  in  numbers 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Small  Heath  Society  have 
lost  the  large  number  of  sixty-two  members,  this  club 
being  formerly  200  strong.  But  what  has  been  this  club’s 
loss  has  been  a  gain  to  some  of  the  smaller  clubs  in  their 
immediate  vicinity.  The  Bellbarn  Club  have  now  the 
proud  position  of  being  the  largest  club  in  the  Midlands. 
>Some  of  the  other  clnbs  have  made  very  rapid  progress 
notably  the  Manor  Society.  This  club  six  months  ago' 
had  only  thirty-three  members  on  their  books,  they  now 
have  a  membership  of  seventy-three  members.  This 
rapid  increase  is  due  to  the  society  acquiring  certain 
vicinity  of  Stoke  Golding  from 
the  Midland  Railway  Company,  the  water  in  question 
being  very  popular  with  the  Birmingham  anglers,  there 
13  little  doubt  but  what  the  club  will  still  continue  to 
acquire  members.  A  great  falling  off  in  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Lady  wood  Society  is  attributed  to  the  strike 
in  the  iron  trade.  This  club  formerly  had  a  member- 
ship  of  sixty,  but,  owing  to  the  cause  mentioned,  they 
only  have  now  about  half  the  number  on  the  books. 
Taking  the  membership  as  a  whole,  the  Birmingham 
Branch  of  the  Provincial  A.  A.  is  on  the  increase,  and 
in  excess  of  the  number  paid  upon  last  September. 
Some  of  the  other  branches  of  the  P.  A.  A.  have  also 
increased  their  number  of  members,  amongst  these  being 
Worcester,  Malvern,  and  Kidderminster. 

The  Birmingham  Bird  [in  Hand  Society  are  again  or¬ 
ganising  an  excursion  to  the  Norfolk  Broads.  The  club 
have  been  twice  before  to  this  fishing  Eldorado,  and  this 
year  intend  going  by  the  midnight  train  on  Monday, 

J  uly  10,  Should  any  of  the  members  of  kindred  societies 
require  any  information  on  the  matter,  it  can  be  obtained 
from  the  club  house.  The  Bird  in  Hand  Inn,  Norton- 
street,  Hockley,  any  Monday  evening. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Association 
committee  will  be  held  at  Kidderminster  on  Saturday 
evening  next,  April  29,  when  business  of  the  greatest  im¬ 
portance  will  be  transacted. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Wye,  the  Derwent,  and  the  Dove  are  all  running 
very  fine.  There  is  a  fair  breeze  blowing  every  day 
which  is  60  far  in  the  angler’s  favour,  especially  towards 
evening,  when  there  is  undoubtedly  the  best  chance  of 
success.  In  Dove  Dale  a  few  fish  are  being  got  daily, 
but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  outstanding  bag.  A  similar 
remark  applies  to  the  other  stream.s.  The  minor  brooks 
are  all  too  low,  though  with  maggot  a  few  fish  are  being 
got  in  them.  Flies  are  now  hatching  out  in  considerable 
numbers,  and  if  we  could  only  have  a  flood,  followed  by 
some  fine  warm  weather,  some  good  sport  would  most 
certainly  result.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  Mr.  Hudson's 
remarks  on  the  mistake  of  placing  two-year-olds  in  easy 
places,  and  with  the  placing  of  sizeable  fish  in  such 
places.  The  Matlock  and  C'romford  Association  is  by 
far  the  most  enterprising  club  in  Derbyshire.  It  is 
nianaged  by  practical  anglers  who  know  what  they  are 
about,  and  are  not  atraid  to  move  in  any  matter  The 
Msociation  has  a  very  fine  length  well  stocked  both  with 
troatand  grayling.  It  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good  to 
the  Derwent  in  a  practical  way,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
whatsoever  has  not  only  improved  its  own  water,  but  also 
the  water  above  and  the  water  below,  especially  so  far 
as  •  Loch  Leveners  ”  are  concerned,  these  fish  having 


rather  curious  to  read  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  local 
board  of  Atetlock,  a  Mr.  Moore  spoke  of  the  people 
being  deprived  of  their  fishing  rights  by  associations, 
and  complained  that  there  was  not  a  bit  of  land  on 
which  a  working  man  could  set  his  foot  for  an  hour’s 
angling.  He  wanted  the  board  to  interfere.  I  should 
very  much  like  to  know  when  the  people  obtained  a 
vested  right  in  fishing  and  how  a  local  board  could 
interfere.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that,  were  it  not 
for  the  angling  associations  and  clubs,  angling  in  the 
Derwent  would  soon  be  a  dead  letter.  So  far  as  I  know 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Club  charge  only  ^61  Is.  a 
season  for  a  ticket,  and  that  sum  is  not,  I  take  it, 
beyond  the  purse  of  local  working  men,  who,  through 
being  locals,  have  nothing  to  spend  on  railway  fares. 
The  cause  of  the  outburst  was  that  the  county  medical 
officer  had  written  requesting  that  the  custom  of  tipping 
refuse  into  the  Derwent  should  be  discontinued.  It 
certainly  does  a  lot  of  harm,  and  the  Trent  Board  has 
more  than  once  called  attention  to  the  matter  as  a 
nuisance.  Speaking  of  the  County  Council  reminds  me 
that  the  council  is  now  showing  most  commendable 
activity  in  the  matter  of  river  pollution — attention 
being  at  present  specially  directed  to  the  Derwent. 
Above  Cromford  there  is  not,  since  Buxton  took 
its  sewage  difficulty  in  hand,  a  great  deal  to 
complain  of,  but  most  certainly,  from  a  consider¬ 
able  distance  above  Duffield  to  the  junction  of  the 
river  with  the  Trent — more  especially  from  Belper 
downwards,  the  condition  of  the  stream  is  disgraceful. 
There  is  some  magnificent  looking  water  about  Duffield, 
but  trout  are  scarce  and  salmon  unknown.  There  are 
some  splendid  salmon  casts  and  fine  spawning  beds,  and 
I  am  convinced  that,  when  the  Derwent  was  pure  and  a 
suitable  home  for  the  salmon,  thousands  ran  up  here. 
Indeed,  I  know  that  this  was  so.  Nowadays  they  only 
enter  the  Derwent  to  die,  for  no  fish,  supposing  that 
there  were  proper  passes  (they  cannot  now  get  above 
Wilne  weir),  could  possibly  pass  through  the  veritable 
cesspool  which  the  river  is  at  Derby.  As  for  spawn 
fructifying,  or  fry  or  parr  or  smolts  surviving,  it  is  not 
to  be  even  expected.  Looking  at  the  fine  pools  at 
Duffield  the  other  day  I  could  not  help  sighing  over 
what  has  been,  and  speculating  on  what  might  be  if 
proper  steps  were  taken  ;  while  last  evening,  standing  on 
a  wooden  bridge  which  spans  the  river  at  Borrowash, 
and  looking  at  the  splendid  streams  and  shallows, 
perfect  in  every  way,  save  that  they  were  not  pure  and 
held  no  trout  nor  fish  of  the  salmon  kind,  I  could  not 
help  anathematising  the  reckless  improvidence  which 
has  ruined  the  lower  portion  of  this  splendid  river  for 
trouting  purposes,  and  utterly  ruined  it  as  a  salmoii 
river  with  proportionate  injury  to  the  parent  Trent. 
However,  now  that  the  County  Council  seems  seriously 
determined  in  the  matter  (even  though  its  end  be 
sanitary  and  not  the  restoration  of  angling),  there  is 
some  hope  that  the  ancient  glories  of  the  stream  will 
speedily  to  some  extent  be  revived.  For  some  months 
now  a  special  river  inspector  has  been  at  work  taking 
samples  of  water,  noting  and  reporting  pollutions,  and 
no  expense  in  the  matter  of  legal  proceedings  will  be 
spared.  All  this  is  very  gratifying  and  the  council 
deserve  all  praise.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  its  example 
will  be  followed  in  other  counties.  Councils  have  ample 
powers  and  it  is  their  duty  to  use  them. 

Salmon  fishing  has,  of  late,  been  prosecuted  with  no 
success,  though  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The 
river  is  too  low  for  successful  spinning,  and  somehow 
the  fish  seem  disinclined  to  take  the  worm,  at  least, 
none  have,  as  yet,  been  taken  with  that  lure.  I  have 
heard,  it  is  true,  of  a  fish  having  been  taken  below 
Girton  (it  was  sold  in  Newark),  but  how  it  was  taken 
I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  Only  one  station 
(net)  is  at  present  being  worked  in  the  Humber  estuary, 
aj^nd  the  fishermen  at  “  Jenny-Ho  ”  and  “  Ferry,”  below 
Gainsborough,  have  not  yet  made  up  their  minds  as  to 
whether  or  not  it  is  worth  their  while  (in  view  of  the 
fact  that  last  season  only  yielded  8501b.  of  salmon  to 
the  two  stations)  to  put  in  their  nets.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  will  not  do  so,  as  a  season’s  freedom 
from  netting  will  do  the  river  no  harm,  and  anglers  will 
reap  the  benefit.  The  first  flood  will  bring  a  good 
number  of  fish  up  from  the  lower  reaches,  though  from 
what  I  could  gather  last  week,  when  down  in  the  tidal 
way,  there  are  few  or  no  fish  waiting  there  for  a  fresh. 
The  first  fish  to  run  up  will  be  a  new  lot  not  yet  in  the 
estuary.  Speaking  of  salmon  reminds  me  that  I  have 
before  me  some  statistics  (for  whose  absolute  accuracy 
I  do  not  vouch)  of  the  capture  of  salmon  in  the  Trent 
during  past  seasons.  These  are  not  complete,  but 
extend  as  far  back  as  1880.  They  are  as  follows  :  — 


Ye  ar 
1880 
1831 
1882 
1883 

1834 

1835 
1880 

1887 

1888 

1890 

1891 

1892 


Net 
100 
1000 

No  record 
800 

No  record 
3015 

No  record 
3120 

No  record 
No  record 
No  record 
65 


Rods 
.  27 

.  150 

!  240 

250 

.  105 


Total  Fish 
127 
1150 


1040 

3295 

3225 


72 


•*^'1  ticvA,  Luc&t:)  USU  LLa\  in^ 

a  tendency  to  descend.  In  lace  of  this  enterprise,  it  is 


.8130  779  8909 

Average  over  six  seasons,  during  which  a  record  was, 
so  far  as  possible,  kept,  nearly  1485  fish  per  season.  The 
largest  fish  secured  since  1880  weighed  4(;lb..  and  the 
average  weight  of  Trent  salmon  all  over  may  be  taken 
as  about  141b.  Now,  considering  the  great  extent  of 
water  embraced  in  the  Trent  and  tributaries,  the  above 
figures  are  startling  and  by  no  means  comforting.  Pol¬ 


lution  has,  of  course,  ha  i  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
decadence  of  the  river  as  a  salmon  stream,  being 
injurious  not  so  much  to  mature  fish  as  to  spawn  and 
fry.  Harking  back  to  the  Derwent,  therefore,  as  it  is  in 
my  view  the  natural  stream  for  Trent-run  fish  to  take, 
we  may  reasonably  hope  for  a  revival  of  the  good  old 
times,  when  once  it  is  purified,  as  I  firmly  believe  it  will 
be.  The  Dove  is  too  impetuous  to  be  relied  upon  as  a 
spawning  stream.  Apart  from  spawning  purposes,  the 
Derwent  would,  I  am  sure,  afford  salmon  angling  with 
the  fly,  a  method  in  the  popular  view  which  is  of  no  use 
in  the  Trent.  Granting  that  none  are  killed  with  the  fly 
in  the  Trent,  they  might,  nevertheless,  take  it  in  the 
Derwent.  Salmon  take  ordinary  salmon  flies  in  the 
Tay,  take  only  minnow  in  Loch  Tay,  return  to  the 
salmon  fly  in  the  Dochart,  and  take  small  trout  flies 
when  in  the  loch  of  that  name. 

Locality  for  the  time  being  seems  thus  to  alter  their 
habits  so  far  as  taking  lures  are  concerned,  for,  in  my 
■'^iew,  there  are  not  the  same  sharply  defined  and  easily 
distinguished  varieties  of  salmon  in  the  Tay,  Loch  Tay, 
Dochart,  and  Loch  Dochart  as  there  are  in  the  Awe' 
Loch  Awe,  and  Orchy,  for,  speaking  generally,  Dochart 
salmon  fishing  begins  when  Loch  'lay  salmon  fishing  is 
on  the  wane  (May)  and  there  is  not  much  chance  of  a 
fish  in  Loch  Dochart  until  the  season  is  waxing  old.  On 
this  analogy  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Derwent  should 
not  afford  salmon  fishing  with  the  fly.  Another  thing 
that  has  certainly  been  detrimental  to  the  Trent  as  a 
salmon  river,  is  the  use  of  beam  nets  in  the  tidal  way. 
The  beam  net,  which  is  in  shape  similar  to  a  trawl  net, 
with  a  large  mouth  and  running  to  a  point,  is  suspended 
from  a  beam  across  the  bow  of  a  vessel  lying  in  the 
main  current  of  the  river,  the  bag  of  the  net  being  under 
the  vessel  on  the  gpund,  so  that  when  the  tide  is  ebbing 
all  fish  which  get  into  the  mouth  of  the  net  are  driven 
down  to  the  point  and  cannot  return.  When  the  tide 
begins  to  “  make  ”  the  vessel  turns,  and  the  process  is 
reversed.  A  very  little  consideration  will  enable  any¬ 
one  to  see  how  destructive  this  must  be  among  such 
smolts  as  reach  the  sea,  and  the  use  of  this  net  should, 
as  in  the  case  of  fixed  engines  for  eels,  be  forbidden  in 
all  samon  rivers  from  Jan.  1  to  June  24,  the  period 
during  which  smolts  may  run,  though  April  and  May 
are  the  principle  months.  There  are,  of  course,  other 
aspects  in  which  the  important  question  of  restoring  the 
glory  of  the  Trent  as  a  salmon  river  may  be  regarded, 
but  these  I  leave  until  next  week.  That  interesting 
and  valuable  fish,  the  lampern,  is  at  present  pretty 
numerous,  so  I  am  informed,  in  the  Dove  below 
Monk’s  Bridge.  They  are  at  present  spawning,  but 
I  have  not  yet  been  up  to  see  them.  Lampern  fish¬ 
ing  was  only  fair  this  year  in  the  Trent.  I  believe 
that  there  is  not  quite  the  same  demand  for  them  for 
bait,  as  in  former  years,  for  deep  sea  long-lines.  Unlike 
the  common  eel,  the  lampern  seems  to  run  up  the  rivers 
to  spawn,  but  my  personal  experience  of  these  extremely 
interesting  fish  has  not  been,  up  to  this  point,  very 
great. 

There  are  a  good  many  diseased  roach  in  some  of 
the  Derbyshire  canals,  and  on  Tuesday  I  saw  a  few  dead 
fish  floating  down  (the  current  in  many  of  the  canals  is 
well  marked).  I  was  much  struck  by  the  conduct  of  a 
pike  which  was  basking  in  the  few  inches  of  water.  It 
let  a  towing  horse  walk  past  within  a  foot  or  so  of  it, 
and  bang  the  rope  almost  on  it  without  moving,  and  did 
not  mind  the  passing  barge,  yet  the  moment  it  heard  my 
footstep  Or  saw  me,  it  scurried  off  with  ”  the  speed  of  a 
demon  dismissed  by  an  exorcist.”  Even  canal  pike  seem 
to  have  considerable  discrimination. 

I  saw  immense  numbers  of  gudgeon  and  roach  resting 
on  the  shallow  sides  of  one  of  the  canals  yesterday. 
They  seemed  to  be  basking  in  the  sun.  In  the  main 
river,  the  dace  wore  rising  freely  to  a  kind  of  large 
greyish  blue  fly,  which  was  plentiful  on  the  water.  Tney 
certainly  were  showing  none  of  the  lethargy  which  one 
would  have  expected  in  fish  heavy  with  spawn,  and  dace, 
as  a  rule,  spawn  earlier  than  roach,  and  certainly  a  long 
time  before  chub,  quite  three  weeks,  in  fact,  on  an 
average. 

The  weather,  at  the  time  of  dispatching,  is  simply 
perfect.  Its  brilliance,  in  fact,  and  the  beautiful  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  country,  would  more  than  compensate 
for  many  an  empty  creeel.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
sign  of  any  impending  change. 

FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Nothing  much  has  been  done  in  the  angling  line  this 
week  and  the  end  of  last,  and  nothing  is  to  be  expected 
until  we  get  a  heavy  shower.  What  little  we  had  on 
Sunday  has  had  next  to  no  effect ;  but  I  hear  that  the 
salmon  have  been  moved  in  the  Avon,  but  sport  is 
absolutely  nil. 

No  bag  of  any  size  has  been  obtained  from  the 
streams  near  Winchester,  and  the  same  remarks,  apply 
to  Romsey,  Ringwood,  and  most  other  waters.  On 
Wednesday  the  weather  was  equal  to  July,  and  the 
atmosphere  seems  to  smell  of  thunderstorms. 

From  Bucks  last  week  I  hear  of  two  good  captures— at 
Marlow  —  Mr.  Jackson,  6-pounder,  and  Mr.  C.  W. 
Brown,  71b. ;  both  trout. 

AtRsading  some  12, OOl) stock  fish — perch,  roach,  chub, 
and  dace— have  been  netted  bj  Holdway  (one  of  the 
bailiffs),  and  put  in  likely  spots.  We  shall  hear  of  these 
anon,  I  hope.  _ 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Thanks  to  the  prediction  of  Professor  Falb,  or  to  our 
own  clerk  of  the  weather,  or  more  probably,  perhaps,  to 
the  ordinary  laws  of  nature,  the  welcome  rain  has  come 
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at  last.  The  learned  meteorologist  told  us  last  week 
that  we  might  expect  floods,  storms,  and  even  earth¬ 
quakes  on  Sunday,  the  IGth.  The  last-named  is  a 
commodity  not  much  dealt  in  in  England,  and  one  with 
which  we  can  at  all  times  dispense  ;  fortunately  this 
part  of  the  prophecy  is  yet  unfulfilled,  but  the  rain 
came  on  the  day  indicated — gently  at  first,  and  more 
copiously  afterwards,  gladdening  the  face  of  the  earth 
and  the  hearts  cf  anglers.  Monday  was  a  thoroughly 
wet  day,  but  on  Tuesday  it  toned  down  to  little  more 
than  a  “  Scotch  mist.”  As  a  consequence,  much  of  the 
moisture  was  absorbed  by  the  parched  ground,  and  no 
very  marked  impression  has  been  made  on  the  rivers. 
Still,  a  few  fishermen  have  turned  out  with  varying 
success — generally  indifferent— and  we  have  heard  of  no 
captures  calling  for  special  mention.  Our  Tebay  corre¬ 
spondent  writes  that  “  there  has  not  been  much  fishing 
going  on  lately  in  this  part  of  the  I.une,  as  the  water 
has  been  so  low ;  but,  as  the  weather  is  inclined  to 
change,  it  will  set  anglers  at  liberty.”  Much  the  same 
in  effect  is  reported  from  the  Eden,  and  also  from  the 
Kent,  Mint,  and  Sprint  district,  though  a  few  fish  have 
been  obtained  in  the  last-named  stream. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  West  Cumberland 
Fishery  Board,  held  at  the  end  of  last  week,  the  chair¬ 
man  (Mr.  J.  Musgrave)  referred  to  the  loss  the  board 
had  sustained  in  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Burns-Lindow, 
one  of  the  oldest  conservators,  and  paid  a  fitting  tribute 
to  the  zeal  and  practical  knowledge  displayed  by  the 
deceased  gentleman  in  all  matters  relating  to  fisheries. 

The  question  of  the  suggested  increased  facilities 
for  enabling  fish  to  ascend  the  Ehen,  and  particularly 
the  weir  at  the  Cleator  Mills,  was  also  introduced,  it 
being  stated  that  Mr.  Ainsworth,  who  was  interested 
in  the  weir,  had  seen  Mr.  Berrington  at  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  the  matter,  and  it  was  adjourned  pending  a 
report  by  the  inspector  on  the  proposed  construction  of 
a  fish  pass. 

At  the  same  meeting  a  serious  case  of  fish  poisoning 
was  reported.  The  head  watcher  stated  that  large 
numbers  of  young  trout  and  salmon  fry  had  been 
destroyed  through  the  discharge  into  the  river  of 
sewerage  by  the  Cleator  Moor  Local  Board.  One  of  his 
assistants  had  taken  out  ninety-six  dead  trout  and 
salmon  fry  ;  and  two  days  afterwards  he  had  himself 
taken  from  the  river  sixteen  others,  while  there  were 
many  more  lying  dead  amongst  the  discharge.  Such 
are  the  admirable  methods  adopted  for  the  depopulation 
of  our  fishing  streams  !  However,  the  Board  instructed 
their  clerk  to  inform  the  offenders  that  they  could  not 
tolerate  such  a  state  of  things,  and  it  is  hoped  the  pro¬ 
test  will  meet  with  the  speedy  attention  it  deserves. 

Another  and  much  more  serious  case  of  poisoning  than 
the  above  has  occurred  in  the  Bela,  which  is  probably 
the  best  fishing  river  in  South  Westmoreland.  On  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday  last  large  quantities  of  fish  of  every 
description — trout,  smelts,  sea-trout,  &c. — were  found 
dead  or  floating  helpless  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
village  of  Beetham  down  to  where  the  river  flows  into 
Morecambe  Bay  ;  and  it  is  alleged  that  this  grand 
stretch  of  water,  upwards  of  a  mile  in  length,  has  been 
entirely  depopulated.  Even  the  eels  in  the  mud  at  the 
estuary  were  killed,  so  virulent  had  been  the  agent 
employed.  Amongst  the  fish  taken  from  the  river  were 
some  of  large  growth,  one  weighing  nearly  51b.  ;  but 
perhaps  the  destruction  of  younger  fish  and  fry  may  be 
regarded  as  more  serious  then  the  loss  of  a  few  of  good 
dimensions.  Great  indignation  has  been  expressed 
amongst  anglers  in  the  district,  and  the  matter  is  to  be 
thoroughly  investigated,  as  the  local  angling  association 
comprises  in  its  membership  gentlemen  of  influence  and 
social  standing.  We  understand  that  the  head  watcher 
of  the  fishery  board  was  communicated  with  and  was 
early  on  the  scene.  _ 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  during  the 
past  week  in  the  success  attending  trout  fishing.  The 
weather  has  generally  been  fine,  but  one  or  two  dull 
days  have  to  some  extent  minimised  the  scarcity  of 
water,  and  enabled  the  fly  fisher  at  some  parts  of  the 
day  to  rise  and  kill  a  good  fish.  Situations  like  the 
present  bring  out  all  the  resources  of  a  fisherman,  and 
force  him  to  try  all  his  finest  tackle  and  most  tempting 
flies,  and  it  is  only  the  man  of  resources  that  succeeds 
under  existing  circumstances. 

Matters  as  regards  the  waters  at  Whaley  Bridge  are 
now  for  the  time  s^ttled  so  far  as  concerns  the  Man¬ 
chester  District  Anglers’  Association.  The  verbal 
arrangement  entered  into  at  the  March  meeting  has 
been  reduced  to  writing,  and  all  the  members  of  this 
district  will  be  admitted  to  full  privilege  on  payment  of 
Is.  fid.  each  ;  clubs  outside  the  district  will  be  charged 
3s.,  so  that  it  will  be  a  direct  advantage  for  all  clubs 
to  become  affiliated,  and  should  conduce  to  once  rnore 
consolidate  the  Manchester  clubs  under  one  executive. 
Mr.  Pendrigh  is  to  be  congratulated  on  this  item,  so 
quickly  following  his  election  to  the  presidential  chair. 
All  information  and  tickets  can  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  John  Peacock,  185,  City-road,  Manchester. 

From  Staleybridge,  again,  comes  the  report  of  pro¬ 
gress.  That  indefatigaWe  angler,  Mr.  J.  H.  Hall,  has 
been  successful  in  transferring  to  the  society’s  pre¬ 
serves  a  fine  lot  of  roach,  numbering  from  350  to  400, 
and  averaging  Goz.  to  8oz.,  and  there  yet  remains  other 
places  to  net.  and  other  fish  to  be  transferred. 

From  Salford  also  comes  gratifying  intelligence,  as  the 
Tatton  Anglers  are  now  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
They  possess  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  a  good  trout 
stream,  and  several  lodges  containing  coa,rse  fish,  and, 
in  addition,  find  their  finances  once  more  in  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  condition. 


The  Hampton  Court  Anglers  are  now  fairly  going,  and, 
although  a  recent  organisation,  are  rapidly  perfecting 
their  arrangements,  and  in  a  few  weeks  will  be  fully 
e(inipped. 

From  Chowbent  cheering  news  is  to  hand,  Mr. 
Greenough  having  added  a  very  large  consignment  of 
various  fish  to  his  lodges,  which  are  retained  for  the 
use  of  his  club  ;  there  appears  to  be  no  end  to  Mr. 
Greenough’s  generosity. 

During  the  week  2000  more  fish  have  been  added  to  the 
stock  of  the  Worsley  canal,  so  that,  by  the  time  the  waters 
are  opened  in  June,  there  should  be  no  scarcity  of  sport ; 
the  fish  may  probably  be  small,  but  will  be  plentiful, 
and,  if  fairly  treated  by  those  fishing,  by  another  season 
should  be  up  to  size.  It  would  be  useful  to  know  who 
is  the  proper  anthority  to  take  action  when  the  fishery 
laws  are  broken.  It  is  almost  a  daily  occurrence  for 
grayling  to  be  exposed  for  sale  in  some  of  the  very^  best 
fishmongers’  shops  in  Manchester,  and  yet  no  notice  is 
taken.  How  can  we  expect  fishermen  to  obey  the  law 
when  things  like  this  go  unchallenged.  Fishermen 
appear  to  be  blind  to  their  own  interests  in  this  case,  as 
in  many  others,  for  ever  since  the  close  season  com¬ 
menced  we  hear  daily,  almost  hourly,  of  large  quantities 
of  coarse  fish  being  taken,  and  secretaries  unblushingly 
send  in  reports  of  matches  for  publicationin  the  columns 
of  our  newspapers.  ___ 

FROM  MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

During  the  whole  of  the  week  before  last  there  were 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  lower  pools  of  the  Wye,  but  they 
would  not  look  at  a  fly  or  bait  of  any  description.  How¬ 
ever,  last  week  there  was  a  high  spring  tide,  and  several 
fish  have  been  caught  on  the  lowest  pools,  mostly  with 
fly  and  prawn.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Bradshaw  killed  one, 
121b.,  and  another  gentleman  one,  221b.  On  the  12th, 
Mr.  Marsh  got  one,  271b.,  and  Mr.  Turner  one  (said  to 
be),  331b.  Mr.  Hooke  had  four  or  flve  altogether.  The 
Usk  is  very  low  and  clear,  and  I  hear  terrible  accounts 
from  it.  The  Monnow  is  in  the  same  state,  and  the 
results  have  been,  so  far  as  1  can  hear,  nil.  Rain  is 
wanted  badly  both  for  fishing  and  for  the  land.  Mr. 
Crompton-Roberts  has  been  netting  his  water  for  coarse 
fish,  and  has  got  chub  up  to  31b.  and  41b.  These  fish  are 
the  ruination  of  the  trout  fishing  in  these  extreme  lower 
waters— not  only  destroying  an  immense  amount  of  fry 
and  spawn,  but  taking  much  food  that  inight  go  to  feed 
the  trout  and  grayling.  I  never  saw  a  river  of  that  size 
where  they  grew  so  large.  I  have  several  instances  of 
chub  nearer  51b.  than  41b.  The  dace  also  run  an  excep¬ 
tional  size.  The  trout  fishing  ought  to  be  magnificent 
when  we  get  rid  of  them. — Douglas  Guaham. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  exceptionally  fine  weather  continues,  and,  strange 
to  say,  there  seems  no  sign  of  a  change.  This  makes 
about  seven  weeks  of  grand  summer-like  weather — quite 
a  record  for  this  time  of  year.  In  some  parts  of  the 
county,  a  slight  shower  or  two  have  occurred,  but  none 
worth  mentioning  near  Norwich.  As  a  consequence,  the 
rivers  are  very  low  and  clear — quite  unfit  for  fishing,  and 
very  little  has  been  done. 

A  few  anglers  out  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  took 
some  fair  roach  and  bream  at  Brundall  and  Buckenham, 
some  of  the  bream  ranging  51b.  to  Gib.  each. 

Mr.  Miles,  of  Birmingham,  who  is  again  fishing  at 
Sa'house,  had  some  nice  perch  to  day. 

The  Norwich  Town  Council,  who  are  now  getting  well 
on  with  their  Sewerage  Scheme,  which  should  make  some 
difference  to  the  condition  of  the  Ya,re  in  its  upper 
reaches,  had  a  discussion  to-day  relative  to  the  desir¬ 
ability  of  taking  over  the  sewerage  of  Thorpe  Village, 
situate  on  “the  old  liver  ”  just  below  the  City.  The 
village  sewage  up  to  now  has  been  emptied  into  this 
river,  which  is  the  old  channel  of  the  Yare,  where  it 
flowed  previously  to  the  cut  being  made  by  the  G.  E. 
Railway.  This  quiet  bye-stream  would  give  any  amount 
of  sport  to  local  anglers,  particularly  in  the  winter 
months,  were  it  in  a  clean  condition.  This  is  very 
desirable,  to  say  nothing  of  the  improvements  frona  a 
sanitary  point  of  view,  which  is  the  point  from  which 
the  local  authorities  look  at  it.  .  ,  , . 

I  am  sure  that  this  will  g'ive  great  satisfaction  to  all 
local  anglers,  if  successfully  carried  through,  which  it 
is  hoped  it  will  be.  _ _ 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Although  rain  fell  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  there 
not  sufflcient  to  make  anv  appreciable  difference  in  the 
height  of  the  Trent,  which  consequently  remains  in  very 
low  and  bright  condition.  Unless  a  substantial  rise 
speedily  occurs,  salmon  fishing  will  be  a  failure  so  far  as 
the  spring  is  concerned.  Some  fish  are  up,  but,  owing  to 
the  staleness  of  the  water,  they  do  not  seem  disposed  to 
look  at  any  sort  of  bait.  A  few  gentlemen  have  again 
patronised  the  King's  Mills  and  Shardlow  sections 
during  the  week,  but  without  hooking  a  fish.  In  the 
former  reach  I  gave,  the  new  Serpen tanic  bait  brought 
out  by  Messrs.  Birtleet  and  Sons  a  fairly  good  trial  on 
the  13th,  and  I  confess  I  was  much  struck  by  its 
brilliancy  and  working  powers  in  the  water.  Under  more 
favourable  conditions  I  have  little  doubt  it  will  be  found 
a  sure  killer,  and  salmon  anglers  who  have  not  yet  seen 
the  pattern  would  do  well  to  secure  one.  The  hook 
arrangements  are  admirable,  and  a.re  certain  to  stop 
every  fish  that  may  come  at  the  bait. 

Coarse  fish  are  still  heading  up  the  shallows,  and  are 
clearly  more  forward  than  last  season.  Many  gulls 


may  be  noticed  on  the  river,  especially  in  the  vicinity 
of  Gunthorpe,  Barton  Joyce,  and  Shardlow,  and  it  is  an 
old  saying  that,  so  long  as  these  visitors  are  with  us,  we 
have  not  yet  done  with  severe  weather.  But  it  is  fine 
enough  at  present. 

Trouting  has  occupied  a  fair  amount  of  attention 
since  Monday,  but  anglers  have  been  disappointed.  It 
was  thought  that  the  rain  would  swell  the  brooks  and 
other  tributaries  of  the  river,  but  it  has  not  done  so.  A 
few  brace  of  nice  fish  were  taken  on  the  Dover  beck  on 
Tuesday  with  the  worm  and  caddis  grub. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Victoria  Hotel  Angling 
Society,  Beeston,  was  held  on  the  night  of  the  15th, 
when  the  following  awards  were  made  : — Barbel,  Ist, 
Mr.  G.  R.  'Wilford,  31b.  lljoz.  ;  chub,  Ist,  Mr.  G. 
Hewitt,  lib.  lioz.  ;  roach,  1st,  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitehead, 
lib.  9ioz.  ;  dace,  1st,  Mr.  J.  Luntley,  O^oz.  ;  perch,  Ist, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Ward,  lljoz.  ;  pike,  1st,  Mr.  A.  Hethering- 
ham,  131b.  5inz.  Special  prizes  were  awarded  as 
follows  :  Mr.  John  Luntley  for  the  three  heaviest  roach, 
Mr.  W.  Luntley  for  the  heaviest  take  of  fish,  Mr.  G.  R- 
Wilford  for  the  heaviest  take  of  barbel,  and  Mr.  A. 
Hetheringham  for  the  heaviest  fish  of  any  class.  The 
last-named  gentleman  is  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
society,  which  is  in  a  most  flourishing  position. 

As  I  desire  to  be  impartial  in  my  notes,  I  beg  tc 
correct  an  error  into  which  I  was  led  last  week.  I  stated 
that  the  secretary  of  the  Bowling  Green  Society^ 
Nottingham,  had  severed  his  ofiicial  connection  with 
that  body.  He  tendered,  it  seems,  his  resignation,  and 
Mr.  Towers,  a  well-known  member,  at  once  rose  and 
proposed  that  it  be  accepted.  Other  members,  however, 
interceded,  and  finally  it  was  understood  (there  was  no 
voting  on  the  matter  at  all)  there  would  be  no  change, 
at  least  for  the  present.  Seven  new  members  were 
admitted  into  the  society,  as  against  three  retiring,  one 
of  these  being  the  chairman  of  the  Notts  Association. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  rain  of  last  Sunday  and  Monday  would  be 
welcomed  no  less  by  anglers  than  by  agriculturists.  It 
was  sorely  needed.  During  the  previous  week  I  was  out 
S6V6r£tl  ftnd.,  in  wti3it6V6r  pa.rfc  of  tho  country  I 

found  myself,  I  came  across  anglers  grumbling  at  the 
fineness  of  the  streams,  many  of  which  were  as  low  and 
clear  as  though  we  had  had  a  drought  of  at  least  three 
months.  We  had  hardly  sufficient  rain  to  make  much  of 
an  improvement  in  this  respect,  although  sufficient  to  do 
something  towards  making  the  conditions  under  which 
local  angling  has  recently  been  done  more  conducive  to 
successful  results.  On  Thursday  week  a  rema,rkabla 
capture  of  trout  was  made  in  the  Sheaf,  right  in  the  city 
of  Sheffield,  by  Mr.  A.  Crofts,  a  well-known  local  angler, 
who,  fishing  with  maggot,  took  three  trout,  of  nearly 
fib.  each,  directly  beneath  the  bridge  by  which  London- 
road  is  carried  over  the  stream.  The  feat  was  witMssed 
by  nearly  a  hundred  spectators.  From  where  Mr.  Crofts 
stood  he  could  cast  a  stone  into  a  passing  tramcar,  into 
a  manufactory,  and  also  into  a  busy  railway  station. 
The  fish  were  taken  to  the  Sportsman’s  Exhibition,  and 
aroused  much  comment,  more  from  the  circumstances  of 
their  capture  than  their  weight,  although  by  no  means 
were  they  fish  to  be  despised.  On  Saturday  I  and  a 
friend  journeyed  up  to  Dam  Flask  reservoir,  for  which 
Mr.  Rimington  Wilson  had  kindly  given  us  permits. 
This  is  a  very  exclusive  water,  and  one  in  which  per¬ 
mission  to  fish  is  eagerly  sought  after,  but  rarely  given. 
Measured  from  that  standpoint,  then,  Mr.  Wilson  s 
kindness  was  appreciated  to  the  full.  The  day  was 
altogether  unsuitable  for  fly-fishing,  it  being  bitterly 
cold,  with  an  easterly  wind  creating  miniature  waves, 
and  blowing  with  an  intensity  almost  sufficient  to  drive 
one  into  the  water.  With  the  maggot,  I  and  the  piend 
secured  a  brace  and  a  half  of  half-pounders,  although 
another  couple,  who  are  as  familiar  with  the  water  as 
they  are  with  their  own  bedrooms,  gotten  brace  between 
them.  Most  of  the  fish  were  caught  after  dusk,  and 
when  the  float  was  barely  disocrnable.  The  previop 
day  another  angler  secured  seven  brace  of  good  fish  in 
two  hours  with  the  maggot,  in  the  afternoon,  although 
a  vastly  different  afternoon  from  that  of  Saturday.  Gn 
the  latter  day  some  good  fish  were  taken  from  several  ot 
the  other  dams  in  the  same  locality,  and  at  Redmires  1 
heard  of  a  fair  measure  of  sport  being  enjoyed.  Mr. 
G.  F.  Bush  and  party  have  returned  from  Scotland, 
where  they  have  had  a  fortnight’s  fishing  in  the  uppsr 
reaches  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee.  They  had  fairly 
good  sport,  securing  from  two  to  seven  salmon  per  day, 
the  weights  ranging  from  51b.  to  171b.  S<hue  were 
caught  with  the  worm.  The  weather  was  brighL  ^itha 
cold  wind,  and  the  river  was  low  and  clear.  But  tor 
that,  even  better  things  might  have  happened. 

The  Sportsman’s  Exhibition  at  the  Drill  Hall,  which 
came  to  an  end  on  Saturday,  was  a  very  successful 
affair  From  the  first  it  was  well  patronised  by  local 
anglers,  the  exhibits  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Associa¬ 
tion,  consisting  of  stuffed  fish  of  a  size  rarely  seen  in 
these  parts,  coming  in  for  much  praise,  ihe  exffibitora 
of  tackle  and  rods,  including  Mr.  Cardedge,  of  Campo- 
lane,  and  Mr.  Booth,  of  Hull,  had  no  reason  to  be  dis¬ 
satisfied,  both  of  them  doing  remarkably  good  business. 
Mr.  Booth’s  special  fine-drawn  gut  was  much  admired 
and  largely  purchased,  while  Mr.  Cartledge  was  success¬ 
ful  in  disposing  of  quite  a  number  of  rods.  Ihe 
manager  of  the  exhibition  has  handed  over  a  consider¬ 
able  sum  to  a  local  charity,  and  has  also  given  AlO  to 
the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association  for  distribution 
amongst  the  exhibitors  in  the  angling  section.  At  the 
time  of  writing  this  has  not  been  apportioned,  but  I  hope 
next  week  to  give  further  particulars. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

e  have  experienced  a  welcome  change  in  the  weather, 
and  the  rainfalls  of  the  past  week,  though  hardly 
sufncient  to  rise  the  river  and  brooks,  should  prove 
Mvantageous.  Several  local  anglers  have  been  striving 
to  emulate  the  success  of  Messrs.  Fisher  and  Cox  with 
the  salmon,  and  one  or  two  good  captures  have  been 
recorded.  Captain  Scott,  of  Pimley,  near  Shrewsbury, 
IS  reported  to  have  taken  some  good  salmon  with  the 
rod  and  line,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  of  Cherrv  Orchard, 
Shrewsbury,  last  week  took  a  fine  fish  of  aibout  121b. 
this  making  the  seventh  salmon  that  he  has  captured 
w  landed  two  good  trout.  Mr.  J. 

Williams,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angiing 
oociety,  has  also  been  on  the  war  path,  and,  having* 
observed  several  good  salmon  below  the  Brewerv  Ford 
he  had  several  tries  for  them  last  week  with  the  spinning 
bait.  On  Thursday  evening  he  hooked  a  fine  fish,  which 
several  onlookers,  who  watched  the  sport  from  the  Grey- 
^ars  Bridge,  judged  to  be  a  clean  fish  of  141b.  or  151b. 
He  skiliiilly  played  it  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  but.  at 
length,  the  beastie  ”  made  for  the  boat  from  which  the 
angler  was  fishing,  and,  in  trying  to  prevent  him  from 
fouling  the  anchor  line,  Mr.  Williams  broke  his  rod,  and 
afterwards  his  tackle,  losing  his  fish.  Subsequently,  he 
was  again  unfortunate  in  losing  a  smaller  salmon  in  the 
sarnie  locality,  but  on  the  following  day  succeeded  in 
landing  a  good  fish  of  111b.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Austin 
Cox  took  a  salmon  of  121b.  from  below  the  bridge  above 
mentioned,  which,  after  affording  half  an  hour’s  sport 
w^  gaffed  by  Mr.  Wycherley  and  secured.  ’ 

The  principal  matter  discussed  by  the  Shropshire 
Committee  of  the  Severn  Conservators,  in  view  of 
Ihursday  s  meeting  of  that  body  at  Birmingham,  was 
the  que.stion  of  Severn  bailiffs  and  their  duties.  One  or 
two  held  the  opinion,  and  we  think  advisedly,  that  some 
sptem  slmuld  be  adopted  whereby  the  movements  of 
the  bailiffs  should  be  controlled  and  their  reports 
received  week  by  week,  as  under  the  present  circum¬ 
stances  there  is  scarcely  any  means  of  knowing  what 
work  IS  being  accomplished  by  the  watchers.  Provision 
IS  made  by  the  rules  of  the  board  that  the  bailiffs  should 
be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  local  committees,  and  it 
would  undoubtedly  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  bailiff's 
themselves,  as  well  as  to  the  conservators,  if  the 
suggestions  above  referred  to  were  put  into  operation. 

'T®  I*°herstand  that  there  is  some  opposition  on  the 
part  of  a  tew  gentlemen  owning  the  fishing  rights  in  the 
tributaries  of  the  Severn  to  the  proposed  increase  of  the 
rod  and  line  trout  licence  fee  from  Is.  to  2s. ;  not,  as  it 
IS  stated,  because  of  the  magnitude  of  the  fee  proposed 
to  be  enforced,  but  as  a  matter  of  principle.  They  con- 
tend  that  they  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  a 
licence  fee  to  fish  in  their  private  water  ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  must  be  remembered  that  their  supply  of 
hsh  18  derived  in  a  great  measure  from  the  river,  which 
will  ultimately  benefit  by  the  additional  revenue 
Obtained  by  the  increaee  in  the  fees. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Within  the  past  few  days  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
wff'vf stockmg  several  of  the  local  streams 

J-  Conyers,  of 

Ti  -tK  1  j  ®'  ^^°ns^d  yearling  fish  have  been  put  into  the 
Brifiield  canal.  The  first  batch  was  turned  into  the 
water  just  above  Wmhill  Lock,  the  second  about  half 
way  between  Wmhill  and  Wansford,  and  the  third 
above  the  lock  at  the  latter  place.  Mr.  Conyers  stated 
to  a  correspondent  that  the  trout  looked  remarkably 
healthy,  and  that  there  was  every  prospect  of  their 
coming  on  rapidly,  the  canal  at  present  affording  good 
feeding.  Although  the  Driffield  streams  are  noted  for 
their  trout,  the  canal  was  getting  rather  scarce,  owing  to 
its  waters  having  been  hard  fished. 

Under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  A.  J.  H  Wood  a 
thousand  trout,  which  had  been  forwarded  to  Ripon  by 
the  fishery  board,  have  been  placed  in  the  river  Ure 
where,  in  course  of  time,  they  will  materially  add  to  the 
sport  of  local  fishermen  and  others  who  visit  the  banks 
of  this  well-known  stream. 

While  the  facts  which  I  chronicle  will  be  read  with 
pleasure  by  many  fishermen  in  Yorkshire,  regret  will  be 
experienced,  especially  by  the  members  of  the  Thirsk 
Angling  Society,  that  the  supply  of  trout  with  which  ifc 
was  intended  to  stock  the  water  of  the  Codbeck,  and  to 
which  reference  was  previously  made  in  these  notes,  will 
not  now  be  received  until  next  season.  It  was  originally 
intended  to  procure  1500  fish  from  Lunesdale  Hatehery 
Lancas^r,  and  400  from  Burghley  Park,  Lincolnshire 
but,  owing  to  the  temperature  of  the  water  at  the  time— 
ago— they  could  not  be  transferred. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  fishing  is  practically  at  a 
standstill  in  this  district.  Rain  is  what  is  wanted,  and 
until  that  comes  little  can  be  done.  We  had  a  few 
showers  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  but  not  nearly 
sufiicient  to  produce  a  decent  fresh. 


low  records  of  sport  appearing  in  the  Gazette  and  other 
papers. 

On  the  Iniiy  brown  trout  anglers  have  enjoyed  fair 
sport,  but  only  a  few  heavy  ones  were  had.  The  best 
baskets  were  obtained  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Sullivan  Mr  P  P 
Kelly,  Mr  O’Shea,  and  Mr.  Cournane.  The  heaviest 
trout  weigh^  ffjlb.,  and  was  got  by  Mr.  O’Shea  with 
the  worm.  This  river  is  now  in  fine  ply,  and  good  sport 
IS  anticipated.  Salmon  do  not  come  up  the  Inny,  as  a 
rule,  before  June.  White  trout  put  in  an  appearance 
about  the  same  time.  Good  sport  is  usually  had  from 
June  upwards  after  a  flood.  The  river,  however,  is 
badly  poached,  and  there  is  not  a  sufficient  staff  of 
watchers  employed. 

On  VVaterville  river  the  brown  trout  angling  has  been 
fair.  The  favourite  haunts  of  the  anglers  on  the  free 
‘"''®  “Tile  Bridge”  and  the 

Whit®  Wall.  At  the  latter  place  a  brown  trout  of 
31b.  was  had  on  Monday  by  a  local  angler,  who  was 
worm-nahing.  Salmon  are  now  coming  up  in  larger 
numbers,  but  the  run  is  still  small  for  April.  Those  hsh 
are  reported  numerous  on  the  tidal  waters,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  come  up  in  increased  numbers  after  Sunday’s 
and  Monday  a  rain.  I  may  mention  here,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  intending  angling  visitors  to  Waterville 
that  the  private  or  preserved  portion  of  this  river  is 
considered  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  salmon  fishino"  in 
Ireland  for  its  size.  It  is  the  property  of  J  E  Butler 
Esq.— late  high  sheriff  of  Kerry— who  seldom  or  never 
refuses  a  gentleman  a  day’s  fishing,  when  that  gentle¬ 
man  makes  a  polite  application. 

From  South  Kerry  I  learn  that  trout  fishing  has  been 
good  in  the  rivers  in  the  Sueem  and  Kenmare  districts. 

I  have  not  heard  that  any  salmon  have  been  got  by 
anglers  in  this  direction.  '' 

Sport  at  Killarney  and  Glencar  appears  to  have  fallen 
off  considerably,  and  very  little  has  been  done  at  those 
places  durmg  the  past  week.  Of  course  I  refer  to 
salmon  fishing.  I  have  heard,  however,  that  the  trout 
fishing  has  been  pretty  good. 

At  Rossbeigh  matter.s  are  quite  as  bad,  and  anglers 
have  been  complaining  very  much  of  the  lowness  of  the 
waters  at  this  latter  place. 

Th®  brown  trout  angling  on  the  minor  waters  in  the 
VVaterville  district  has  been  well  up  to  the  average  on 
the  whole  on  the  lakes,  but  on  the  rivers  sport  has  been 
rather  slack  owing  to  the  continued  hot  weather  and 
the  consequent  lowness  of  the  waters. 

Since  Monday  sport  among  brown  trout  has  improved 
considerably  on  the  Reenrae.  Mr.  O’Gonnor  caught  a 
two-pounder  on  the  principal  pool  on  Monday.  This  has 
been  the  heaviest  taken  on  this  water  for  a  long  time. 

On  Coppal  lake  anglers  from  the  banks  have  had 
average  sport  among  brown  trout  during  the  past  week 
especially  in  the  evenings.  White  trout  arrive  here 
generally  about  June,  but  they  afford,  as  a  rule,  but 
little  sport  before  July.  Salmon  also  are  found  here 
but  they  rise  badly  to  the  fly. 

On  the  mountain  lakes  of  Cummeravanig  and  Drenane 
the  records  for  the  week  are  encouraging;  but  the  fish 
generally  speaking,  were  small,  only  a  few  reaching  lib’ 
in  weight. 

The  sea-fishing  for  the  past  week  has  been  of  a  first- 
class  kind.  At  VVaterville  Bay  anglers  after  whiting 
met  with  much  success,  and  one  angler  on  Thursday 
caught  to  his  own  line  120  whiting.  At  Portmagee,  the 
ling  and  cod  fishing  continues  good,  and  several  laro^e 
takes  have  been  reported.  ° 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


The  presentation  of  prizes  in  connection  with  the 
recent  Bye  House  competition  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society,  will  take  place  on  Monday  night, 
at  the  Hoxton  Brothers’  club-house,  the  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  next  door  to  the  North 
London  Railway  station.  The  proceedings  will  also 
include  a  grand  smoker,  and  I  am  informed  that  Mr. 
W.  H.  Beckett,  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  will  take 
the  chair.  I  hope  to  give  a  look  in. 

*** 

Mk.  C.  H.  Woodall,  of  the  Friendly  Anglers’  Club, 
caught  a  nice  trout  on  the  Ifith  inst.,  at  Shepperton, 
fishing  with  George  Bosewell.  It  weighed  41b. 

#  # 

The  trout  anglers  are  getting  hold  of  numerous  coarse 
fish.  And,  as  it  generally  happens,  because  it  is  the 
close  time,  many  of  them  have  been  specimens.  For 
instance,  a  barbel  of  101b.  has  been  taken  at  Hampton 
Court,  and  a  Weybridge  angler  has  hooked  and  landed  a 
monster  chub  of  71b. 


The  Hounsfield  Otters  had  a  very  successful  evening 
on  Tuesday,  when  Mr,  Hoyle  read  his  paper  under  the 
auspices  of  the  S.P.R.P.A.C.,  entitled  “Trout  and 
Trout  Pishing.”  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts  presided,  and  there 
was  also  a  capital  smoking  concert. 

*  ..  # 


* 

The  reading  and  smoking  concert  at  the  North  London 
Angling  Society,  on  Monday  night,  attracted  a  crowded 
audience,  and  Mr.  Howard’s  amusing  paper  was  much 
enjoyed.  It  was  entitled  “A  Still  Alarm;  or,  a  Day 
amongst  the  Jack.”  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  occupied  the  chair, 
and  in  the  course  cf  the  evening  Mr.  Thorling  opened  the 
benevolent  box,  which  was  found  to  contain  £1  6s. 


The  “Fisheries’  Exhibition”  closed  on  Saturday 
night.  It  is  to  be  succeeded  by  the  Sportsman’s  Exhi¬ 
bition,  and  I  hear  that  several  of  the  fishing  tackle 
manufacturers  are  going  to  stay  on.  As  for  “The 
Fisheries,”  it  hardly  justified  its  title,  and  many  club 
anglers  were  disappointed  upon  their  arrival  at  West¬ 
minster.  I  heard  of  one  angler  who  travelled  over  20(> 
miles  purposely  to  see  the  fish  !  In  regard  to  the  show 
of  fly  tackle  it  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  during 
the  past  three  weeks  many  trout  and  salmon  anglers 
were  in  evidence  at  the  Aquarium.  The  visitors  also 
included  a  number  of  M.P.’s  fond  of  angling,  who 
dropped  in  from  the  House. 

.*** 

A  story  is  told  in  connection  with  the  above 

exhibition.  ^  One  day  a  young  lady  was  taken  to  Mr. 
Richardson’s  stand  to  see  the  trout  flies,  but  no  sooner 
had  Mrs.  Richardson  opened  the  first  box  than  the  young 
lady  gave  utterance  to  a  suppressed  scream,  and,  re¬ 
treating  quickly,  exclaimed,  “  Oh!  do  take  those  horrid 
little  creatures  away!”  The  young  lady  evidently 
thought  the  flies  were  alive,  and  Mrs.  Richardson  in¬ 
formed  me  that  she  felt  none  the  less  complimented. 


FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

On  Sunday  it  rained  heavily  for  the 
g  eater  part  of  the  day,  and  on  Monday  also  there  were 
freijnent  heavy  showers. 

and  I  hope  next  week 

to  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of  many  waters. 

On  Waterville  Lake  (the  principle  water  in  Kerry  as 

IS  concerned)  the  angling  returns  for  the 

hrnnJlf  k®"!  “®,^'’®’  "“‘y  a  fcw  Salmon  were 

,0“ly  ^ry  few  gentlemen  have  come 
down  this  spring  for  the  fishing,  owing,  no  doubt  to  the 


ULSTER.  The  devoutly-prayed-for  rain  came  on 
bunday  last,  and  the  noble  army  of  anglers  is  jubilant, 
iirom  every  hand  comes  reports  of  great  improvement  in 
angling. 

A.  recent  issue  of  the  Times  (London)  credits  Mr. 
O.  W.  W  olff,  M.P.  (The  Den,  Belfast),  with  having  last 
season  killed  a  31|lb.  salmon  on  a  Devon  bait  on  the 
Low'p  Bann.  I  hope  in  the  next  issue  to  be  able  to  give 
particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  noble  fish. 

Ihe  Belfast  Angling  Association,  despite  many  vacan- 
ci^es  caused  by  unavoidable  resignations,  officers  leaving 
the  garrison,  &c.,  now  musters  160  members.  At  the 
last  committee  meeting  thirteen  new  names  were  added 
to  the  list.  I  he  association  has  taken  further  steps  to 
put  down  poaching  on  the  streams  of  Antrim  and  D  jwn 
and  in  offering  handsome  rewards  for  the  detect.on  of 
dynamiters  (an  offence  which  is  now  punishable  by  two 
months)  and  the  users  of  mango,  lime,  and  other  poisons 
A.  system  of  private  and  special  watches  to  detect  these 
offenders  has  been  arranged  for  this  season  on  the  Clady, 
Isix-mill  water,  Braid,  Maine,  Quaile,  and  other  streams. 

Angling  IS  reviving  all  over  Tyrone.  Donegal 
r  ermanagh,  and  Covan,  and  bids  fair  for  the  next  fort¬ 
night  at  least.  English  gentlemen  who  purpcse  visiting 
the  angling  resorts  of  these  counties  should  do  so  as  soon 
as  convenient.  With  occasional  showers  the  streams 
,  A-ntrim,  Down,  Tyrone,  and  Derry  should  give  excel¬ 
lent  sport  till  the  latter  end  of  August,  when  the  ria,'' 
water  comes  into  season. 

remember  rightly,  in  a  few  issues  ago  of  the 
risking  Gazette,  there  was  an  article  on  an  exhibition 
in  London,  in  which  it  was  said  that  all  the  exhibition 
wanted  was  a  pair  of  “  fighting  pikes  ”  set  up.  Recently, 
while  a  countryman  was  wending  his  way  along  the  bank 
of  a  mill  race,  which  is  fed  from  the  Balliuarny  (co. 
lyrone),  he  noticed  a  pair  of  pikes,  a  smaller  and  a 
larger  one,  struggling  desperately  in  the  race.  The  big 
short  work  of  the  smaller  one,  and  would 
probably  have  eaten  it,  but  the  countryman,  stooping* 
down,  lifted  the  smaller  one  out  of  the  water,  and  the 
Dig  chap  slowly  went  away.  On  Monday  your  corre¬ 
spondent  saw  the  big  pike— it  was  about  41b.— in  the 
race,  and  it  had  several  bites  or  wounds  on  its  back  It 
would  not  look  at  my  bait. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
passed  ofP  very  successfully  on  Tuesday  night.  Mr. 
-H.  S.  Foster,  as  M.P.  for  Lowestoft,  in  which  district 
there  is  a  great  field  for  anglers,  both  salt  and  fresh 
water,  fittingly  occupied  the  chair,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  evening  he  said  he  should  feel  honoured  if  they 
would  elect  him  as  one  of  their  vice-presidents.  Of 
course  it  was  only  natural  that  during  the  evening  there 
should  be  several  allusions  to  the  Land  of  the  Broads, 
and  the  hon.  member’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  no  close  time  for  coarse  fish  over  the 
greater  portion  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  that  fishing 
was  carried  on  right  through  the  spawning  season, 
whereby  countless  millions  of  fish  were  destroyed.  I 
had  the  honour,  in  responding  for  the  Press,  to  first 
bring  those  facts  under  Mr.  Foster’s  notice,  and  Mr. 
1.  Crumplen  and  Dr.  Ladell  supported  me  in  rsy 
remarks,  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  the  member  for 
who  seemed  very  surprised  at  the  statements, 
will  bear  this  most  important  matter  in  mind.  Fvery 
year  the  anglers  increase  in  the  distri'sts  referred  to, 
and  it  is  qu.ta  time  that  the  same  fi^h’ng  regulations 
existed  there  as  are  to  be  found  up  the  Thames. 

Mr.  J.  Tayler,  the  respected  secretary  of  the  Gres¬ 
ham,  made  an  important  announcement  in  the  course  of 
the  evening  to  the  effect  that  another  piece  of  private 
water  had  been  taken  for  the  use  ot  the  members.  The 
water  is  situated  witbin  half-au-hour  of  tUe  Metropolis, 
and  I  believe  is  principally  noted  for  its  trout.  Just 
now,  when  private  waters  are  in  such  demand,  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society  have  done  a  good  stroke  of 
business  in  securing  the  u«w  fishery 
#  .  * 


^  (Hants)  correspondent  writes  to 

ffie  :  The  Stour  here  is  closed  for  all  fishing  this  year.” 
rrom  Kingwood  another  correspondent  also  advises  me 
that  the  river  8tour  at  Christchurch  has  been  let  to  a 
gentleman  who  does  not  issue  tickets.”  Some  time  ago 
a  report  reached  me  that  the  river  mentioned  would  be 
closed,  and  that  no  clubs  would  be  allowed  to  fish  it.  I 
am  now  atraid  that  the  rumour  is  only  too  true,  judging 
from  the  communicatic  ns  the  two  local  correspondents 
have  sent  mo.  So  we  must  say  good-bye  to  the  Stour 
^  time.  Next  season,  perhaps,  we  shall  be 
able  to  renew  our  acquaintance  with  the  river ;  but,  if 
we  are  never  permitted  to  fish  it  again,  those  of  us  who 
have  strolled,  rod  in  hand,  along  its  charming  banks,  will 
not  easily  forget  the  red-letter  days  and  pleasant  times 
we  have  had  at  Christchurch, 


! 
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The  Junior  Fly-fishers  inaugurated  their  season  with 
a  trout  outing  to  West  Drayton,  on  the  IGth  inet., 
which  was  attended  by  about  thirty  members.  The 
weather  was  beautifully  fine,  and  everything  passed  off 
most  successfully  except  the  fishing,  not  a  single  trout 
being  taken.  Several  dace  and  chub  were  captured, 
and  a  number  of  trout  were  seen,  including  a  51b.  fish, 
but.  although  things  were  favourable,  they  refused  the 
fly.  The  members  of  the  club  dined  at  the  Trout  and 
Chequers  Inn  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

The  members  of  the  Anglers’  Association  voted  .£21 
to  the  T.A.P.S.  at  their  annual  meeting  on  Monday 
night. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials 
has  been  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Horseferry  Angling  Society  is  the  latest  addition 
to  piscatorial  circles.  It  was  enrolled  on  the  Anglers 
Association  on  Monday  night. 

I  hear  the  G.E.E.  will  require  anglers  to  produce 
their  tackle  before  issuing  them  a  ticket  in  future. 

The  Anglers’  Association  has  expended  X130  during 
the  past  year  in  the  preservation  and  renting  of  waters. 
*** 

Many  anglers  could  not  find  admittance  to  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  club-house,  the  Eoyal  George,  Rother- 
Mthe  New-road,  on  Wednesday  night.  Mr.  A.  Jardine 
read  his  paper.  “  Angling  Ways  and  Angling  Means,”  and 
the  room  was  simply  packed,  the  tail  end  of  the  audience 
being  found  on  the  stairs.  Mr.  Wheeldon  took  the 
chair.  The  club-room  had  been  very  tastefully 
decorated  with  flowers,  ferns,  and  fairy  lights  by  Host 
Turnham,  who  takes  a  great  interest  in  the  club,  and  a 
very  pleasant  evening  was  passed. 

*  #  * 

Two  members  of  the  Central  Association  were  recently, 
detected  fishing  in  the  Anglers’  Association’s  water  at 
Langley.  With  one  of  the  offending  anglers  it  was  his 
first  outing,  and  it  appeared  that  his  companion  had  a-lso 
not  had  a  very  extensive  knowledge  of  things  piscatorial. 
However,  a  certain  Sunday  found  them  on  their  way  to 
Langley,  where  the  Anglers’  Association  rent  the  water 
and  in  the  same  compartment  there  travelled  one  of  the 
bailiffs  of  that  association.  Of  course,  the  conversation 
was  about  fish  and  fishing,  and  the  bailiff  wound  up  by 
saying  that,  as  it  was  the  first  outing  with  one  of  the 
anglers,  he  ought  to  “  wet  it.”  In  the  result  they  all 
wetted  it,  and  the  bailiff  went  his  way  and  the  two 
anglers  went  theirs.  Afterwards  the  bailiff  caught  them 
fishing  in  the  association’s  water  with  Central  tickets. 
Hence  their  appearance  at  the  Foresters’  Hall  on  Monday 
night.  The  bailiff  said  he  told  the  novice  and  his 
friend  that  the  water  belonged  to  the  A.  A,,  and  that  they 
could  not  fish  it.  The  two  denied  this.  Mr,  B. 
Abrahams:  “What  caused  you  to  go  to  Langley .•" 
One  of  the  men  :  “  Why  we  saw  the  report  in  Angling 
that  there  had  been  some  nice  jack  taken  down  there. 
(Loud  laughter.)  “  There  were  plenty  of  notice  boards 
up.”  One  of  the  men  :  “  Yes,  but  when  you  are  out 
like  that  you  don’t  look  for  boards  ”  (laughter).  ^  In  the 
result  the  C.  A.  men  were  let  oft’  with  a  caution,  the 
chairman  saying  he  did  not  think  they  intended  any 
harm,  and  that  they  did  not  want  to  be  hard  on  young 
fishermen.  Mr,  Goodwin:  “You  might  caution  them 
about  treating  the  bailiffs  any  more,  Mr.  Chairman. 
(Laughter.)  #  ^  # 

Club  anglers  need  not  feel  alarmed  over  the  recent 
news  from  Boveney  and  Monkey  Island.  They  w'ill  be 
able  to  fish  there  as  of  yore.  It  appears  that  the 
Windsor  Correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  was  lead 
to  believe  the  water  was  closed,  owing  to  the  report  of  a 
Windsor  fisherman,  who,  I  hear,  had  gone  up  past 
Boveney  to  fish  w'ith  a  member  of  the  Friendly  Anglers, 
and  had  been  ordered  to  take  his  punt  away. 
is  not  the  first  time  that  anglers  have  been  told  to 
depart  from  this  water.  However,  I  am  assured  t^re 
will  be  no  interference  with  them  in  the  future.  The 
Duchess  of  Sutherland  says  she,  on  her  part,  has  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  stopping  anglers  from  fishing  in  the 
district,  and  Mr.  Plummer’s  landlord  Mr.  \an  de 
Weyer — being  a  great  sportsman  himself,  \vill  be  only 
too  pleased  to  see  anglers  pursuing  their  favourite 
sport.  By-the-way,  I  "walked  by  the  river-side  from 
Windsor  to  Maidenhead  on  Thursday,  and,  within 
100  yards  of  Monkey  Island,  I  found  a  notice-board 
erected  on  the  bank  with  the  words  “  Private  hishery 
thereon.  I  should  be  glad  if  Mr.  Plummer,  or  anyone 
else,  could  explain  the  cause  of  its  appearance,  the 
board,  so  I  was  told,  having  only  been  put  up  during 
the  past  w'eek  or  so.  At  Bray  Eel,  Bucks,  I 
encountered  another  notice-board  (“Private  iishery 
again),  but  this,  I  heard,  had  been  placed  there  by  Mrs. 
Smith,  whose  name  is  not  unamiliar  to  Thames  anglers. 

Gooseqdill. 
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ffoIlQtcav's  Ointjneht  (Uid  Pills. — Rlieumalism,  Neuralgia.  It  is 
someiimos  fliflk’ult  to  deterniiue  which  of  these  diseases  is 
afflictiug  the  sufferer,  but  this  ignorance  will  not  matter  it  Hollo¬ 
way's  rriiiedies  be  used.  Tbey  allfc'''iate  and  cure  all  inupculai 
and  nervous  pains.  In  hereditary  rheumatism,  alter  baihingtho 
affected  parts  with  warm  salt  water,  Holloway’s  Ointment  should 
lie  well  rubbed  upon  the  spot,  that  it  iijay  penetrate  aud  exert  its 
.soothing  and  regulating  properties  on  the  deeper  vessels  anil 
nerves  which  are  unduly  excited,  and  cause  both  the  paiu  ami 
swelling,  Holloway  s  treatment  has  the  merit  of  removing  the 
disease  without  debilitating  the  constitution,  which  was  the 
inevitable  result  of  the  bleeding,  mercury,  and  colebicum  practice 
formerly  adopted  in  these  complaints. 


Anglers’  Association.— The  annual  general  meeting 
was  held  on  Monday  last.  Mr.  W.  R.  Beckett  occupied 
the  chair  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 

unable  to  attend  in  consequence  of  ill-health.  ihe 
balance-sheet  was  read  by  one  of  the  auditors,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  distributed  to  the  members, 
and  was  generally  considered  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
Mr.  P.  Geen.  was  re-elected  president,  and  Mr. 

W.  H.  Beckett  as  vice-president;  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  Lawes  delegate  to  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society.  The  trustees,  who  have 
for  so  many  years  past  served  the  society  so  well,  were 
also  re-elected,  as  were  also  the  major  portion  of  the 
committee.  Two  new  angling  societies  were  also  en¬ 
rolled,  and  very  much  important  work  was  transacted, 
so  that  the  meeting  closed  at  a  very  late  hour.  --Hon. 
I^eporteh 

Angliugf  Association. — Central  Visiting  List. 

I  beg  to  remind  anglers  and  friends  that  the  next  visit  on 
this  list  will  be  to  that  well-known  club  the  Amicable 
Brothers,  at  the  Bald-Paced  Stag,  Worship-square,  E.C., 
on  Wednesday  next,  the  26th  inst.,  on  which  occasion  our 
jovial  old  commander,  Mr.  President  Medcalf,  will 
occupy  the  chair,  and  may  possibly  tell  how  battles  are 
won  and  lost.  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  eemng 
many  old,  familiar  faces,  also  a  host  of  new  ones.  The 
Amicables  invariably  produce  some  of  the  best  talent. 

C.  Watling. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Southern  District 
Visiting  List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  2,  at  the  Blackfriars 
Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street, 
S.E.  As  this  is  a  good  visiting  club,  I  hope  brother 
anglers  will  give  them  a  bumper.— G.  W .  Armstrong, 
district  officer. 

Anglers’  Association.— Western  District.— The 
next  return  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Phoenix  Angling 
Society,  at  the  Crown,  St.  Pancras-road,  N.W.,  on 
Tuesday  next,  the  25th  inst.,  three  minutes  walk  from 
King’s  Cross  Station,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. 

— J.  Jennings.  _  ,  tt  n 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowlsflg©  with  "tbRnks  th©  r6CGipu  oi  «^I 
collected  on  second  day  of  the  Bye  House  competition  ; 
153  Marylehone;  and  Os.  «'>d.  Independent  Brothers 
Angling  Societies,  from  their  donation  boxes,  and  •£!  H- 
from  J.  P.  Connellan,  Eagle  Angling  Society  (life 
members).  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will 
take  place  on  Friday  evening,  April  28th,  at  8.50.— 
E.  Ghurnet,  sec.  ~  u 

Amicable  Brothers’  Angling  Society,  Bald 
Faced  Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.— On  Wednesday 
next  the  26th,  the  next  return  visit  on  the  Central  Asso¬ 
ciation  will  take  place  at  the  above,  when  I  hope  it  will 
be  a  success  for  our  new  host.  On  May  10th  our  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place.  Prize  donors  will 
kindly  send  them  in  as  soon  as  possible,  W^ ,  H.  Potter, 

^'^Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.—Thethird  annual 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevo  ent  Society 
and  Convalescent  Home  Fund  will  take  place  at  the 
club-house  as  above  on  Tuesday  next,  the  2oth  inst. 
Admission  by  programme,  3d.  Ladies  especially  invited. 

—A.  Conn,  sec.  .  .  j.  a 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.— We  had  a  good  muster  of  members 
presentlastWednesday,  when  we  decided  to  have  our 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  May  23.  We  also 
decided  to  have  our  visit  on  the  Anglers  Association 
list  on  Tuesday,  May  2,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  on  that  night.  We  elected  two  more  new 
members  last  Wednesday,  Mr.  Burbury,  and  Mr.  C. 
Aaron.— J.  Foster,  hon.  sec.  -  a  av. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  —  The  sixteenth 
annual  dinner  and  presentation  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  May  10,  and  the  secretary  would  be 
rdeased  if  those  who  have  kindly  promised  prizes  will 
forward  them  on  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  gross  weight 
of  fish  taken  during  the  past  season  is  bOllb.  bfoz., 
which  is  a  most  gratifying  result,  when  taking  into  coa- 
.sideration  that  the  society’s  standard  of  measurement 
for  all  fish  is  above  the  one  recognised  by  most  societies, 
and  were  taken  mostly  from  the  bank.  Eoach  has  been 
the  principal  fish  taken,  our  stand ird  for  this  class 
being  Sin.  Several  handsome  specimens  have  been 
shown  by  the  member.s,  among  the  heaviest  being  those 
of  Mr.  Halsell,  one,  12'|oz.  ;  Mr  Lawson  one,  12oz.  :  Mr. 
Ward,  one,  lljoz.,  and  one,  T^oz.  :  Mr.  West,  one, 
ll"oz  -  Mr  Taylor,  one,  6.)oz.,  &c.  At  the  commence¬ 
ment 'of  two  seasons  ago,  when  we  were  considering 
whether  we  should  raise  our  sizes  of  fish  or  not,  we  were 
strongly  advised  not  to  do  so,  the  argument  being, 
“  You  will  not  get  the  shows  of  fiffi  in  the  room,  and  the 
society  will  go  down  in  consequence.  ’  Well,  the  result 
has  been  to  the  contrary,  and  we  shall  continue  at  our 
present  standard,  as  it  has  been  so  successful  and  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  other  societies  will  sea  the 
wisdom  of  raising  their  standard  of  roach  to  8in.,  which 
must  prove  a  benefit  to  the  ever-iiicreasing  body  of 
anglers,  who  are  causing  a  great  dram  on  onr  rivers. 
We  consider  it  a  fine  form  of  preservation,  and  feel  sure 
we  have  the  commendation  ot  all  true  brother  anglers  in 

^"^Caithness  Amateur  Angling  Club.— The  Caith¬ 
ness  Angling  Club,  consisting  of  the  leading  amateur 
I  anglers  in  the  Wick  and  Thurso  districts,  has  just  been 


formed,  and  the  privileges  of  fishing  in  seven  l^hs 
throughout  the  counties  of  Caithness  and  Sutherland 
have  been  obtained  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
club.  The  different  proprietors  have  signified  their 
entire  approval  of  the  aims  of  the  club.  Competitions 
are  to  be  a  feature  of  this  latest  piscatorial  departure, 
and  prizes  have  been  already  intimated.  Mr.  Cairnie, 
Thurso,  is  president,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Cumming,  secretary 
and  treasurer  ^ 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Eoyal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land- road,  N.W. — Members  are  reminded  that  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  3,  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  should  be  pleased 
to  see  all  members  clear  the  books.  I  should  also  like 
to  see  members  turn  np  better  on  Wednesday  nights,  as 
we  have  some  very  important  business  to  settle. — E.  T. 

W HixE  sec. 

Central  Association  of  Iioudou  Angling 
Clubs.— The  monthly  meeting  of  deleeates  took  place 
at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  W.C.,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medcalf  (president)  in  the  chair.  The  Secretary  stated 
that  he  had,  by  appointment,  waited  upon  the  traffic 
managers  of  the  Metropolitan  and  London  and  North- 
Western  Eailways,  and  succeeded  in  clearing  np  many 
points  satisfactorily  at  each  interview,  and  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  very  probable  that  these  companies  would  shortly 
grant  the  concessions  asked  for. — A  letter  was  read 
from  the  South-Eastern  and  South-Western  Eailways. 
announcing  that  in  the  ensuing  season  it  would  be 
necessary  for  anglers  travelling  on  their  lines  to  hand 
to  the  booking  clerk  a  voucher,  signed  by  the  secretary, 
showiu'T  the  station  travelling  to,  and  amount  ot  tare 
paid  on  each  occasion.  It  was  generally  agreed  that  an 
arrangement  of  this  kind  was  impracticable  and  un¬ 
workable,  and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  use  every 
available  means  of  obtaining  the  withdrawal  of  these 
proposals.— A  letter  was  also  reoeivedfrom  the  T.A.E.b., 
asking  for  a  renewal  of  our  annual  donation  of  ten  guineas, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  annual  meeting.  It  was  agreed, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Beesley,  to  inquire  into  the  truthful¬ 
ness  of  the  report  that  an  important  stretch  ot  the  river 
Thames,  hitherto  accessible  to  anglers,  had  been  closed 
by  the  riparian  owner.  Messrs.  Goodwins  and  Elsmore 
were  appointed  auditors  to  go  through  the  past  season  s 
accounts.  Messrs.  Beesley  and  Franklin  intimated 
their  desire  to  retire  from  committee  work,  owing  to 
pressure  of  business.  Messrs.  T.  Goodwins,  J.  bmith, 
and  C.  Eoberts  were  nominated  to  serve  on  committee, 
the  ballot  to  take  place  at  the  next  meeting.  Mr.  L. 
Watling  visiting  officer,  reported  that  a  most  success¬ 
ful  visit ’had  been  paid  to  the  Alma  Angling  Society, 
twenty  clubs  being  represented,  the  next  visit  going  to 
the  Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald-taced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  E.C.  on  Monday,  the  24th  inst. 
All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  secretary , 
W.  J.  Wade,  6,  Priter-r  ad,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 

Cliftonville  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville 
Hotel,  llderton-road.  South  Bermondsey.— Members  are 
requested  to  attend  for  important  business  next  Wednes¬ 
day  night  to  arrange  for  supper  and  distribution  ot 
prizes  Gentlemen  who  kindly  promised  prizes  will 
ureatly  facilitate  business  by  forwarding  them  at  their 
earliest  convenience.  Members  in  arrears  please  settle 
up  as  soon  as  possible.  P.  Gardner,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club.  Kensal- 
road  W.— We  had  some  nice  trout  weighed  in,  on  the 
leth’inst.,  by  Messrs.  E.  Bourne,  one  fish,  21b  ,  loz.  ; 

F  Hannabus,  one.  11b.  7oz.  ;  A.  Tucker,  one,  lib.  6joz. ; 

E  Baxter,  one,  Hb.  loz.  The  supper  takes  place  on 
May  10  tickets  for  which  are  now  ready.— A.  bMi'M,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
bw-street,  Dalston.— On  Tuesday,  the  18th,  the  general 
meeting  was  continued.  The  balance  sheet  was  p^- 
sented  and  accepted,  the  auditors  congratulating  the 
society  on  its  financial  position.  A  hearty  vote  ot 
thanks  was  accorded  to  the  auditors  for  their  services, 
also  to  the  secretary  for  the  manner  in  wmeh  the 
accounts  were  rendered.  It  was  decided  that  the 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  should  ta,ke  place  on 
Tuesday,  May  2ad,  and  the  annual  dinner  on  the 
16tti  Members  who  wish  to  be  present  must  ma,ke 
themselves  eligible  according  to  rule  19.  I  have  a  prize 
for  competitiou,  and  I  should  like  to  see  many  absent 
friends,  as  some  of  them  have  prizes  to  take,  and  must 
clear  the  books  according  to  rule.  -S.  see. 

Duns  Merchants’  Angling  Club.— Tbe  a-nnual 
business  meeting  of  the  above  club  was  held  in  the 
Working  Men's  Institute  on  Wednesday.  Ihe  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  Eobert  Cowe,  president,  and  there 
was  a  good  attendance  Df  members.  The  treasurer  s 
accounts  were  submitted  and  found  correct.  The 
meeting  then  proceeded  to  elect  office-bearers  for  the 
season,  and  the  following  were  n.  viz.  :  .  J. 

Hay  Esq.,  of  Duns  Castle,  patron  ;  Mr.  Eobert  Cowe, 
president ;  Mr.  James  Young,  vice-president ;  Mr. 
James  E.  Williamson,  secretary:  aud  Mr  James  D. 
Lawrie,  treasurer,  all  re-elected :  committee-Messrs, 
James  H.  Wilson,  Thomas  Stephenson,  John  Thompson, 
A.  S.  Eankin,  James  Davidson,  John  Newbigging,  John 
Aitchison,  jnn.,  James  Kirkaldy,  and  John  Middiemass- 
The  annual  competitiou  was  agreed  to  be  held  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  May  on  the  Whitadder  and  the 
following  tributaries,  viz  ,  Fasney,  Bothwell,  and 

^Eclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  Led - 
bury-road.  Netting  .tlill.-A  smoking  concert  will  be 
held  at  the  above  house  on  Saturday,  April  2. ,  when  the 
prizes  taken  by  members  will  be  distributed.  We  shall 
be  pleased  to  see  as  many  friends  as  can  make  it  con¬ 
venient.— F.  Eeynold.s,  sec.  . 

ti-reat  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Eobin  Hood.  Southampton  -  street,  Pentoiiville,  N. 
Members  are  specially  requested  to  attend  on  Monday 
1  next,  April  24  (.annual  night),  when  all  arrears  must  be 


paid,  the  election  of  officers  for  ensuing  season  ivill  also 
take  Pla.ce.  A  number  of  old  anglers  and  friends  having 
intimated  that  they  would  join  ns  on  the  commencement 
ol  onr  new  season.  I  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
reminding  them  that  our  first  meeting  in  the  new  season 
will  be  on  Monday,  May  1,  when  I  hope  to  see  them 
present.  Onr  Clerkenwell  and  District  visit  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  May  3.  Our  annual  distribution 
of  prizes  on  Monday,  May  8.  Members  and  friends  who 
have  not  yet  sent  in  their  prizes,  kindly  do  so  as  early 
as  possible. — J.  A.  Pitch,  sec. 

Society.— On  Tuesday  next, 
April  25  A.  Herrin,  tsq.,  will  read  a  paper  on  “  Angling 

“d.  the  reader  beini 
learned  in  the  law  as  well  as  a  good  angler,  members 
may  reckon  on  being  considerably  enlightened.  Visitors 
wiH  be  welcome.— James  Tatler,  sec 
Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent,  Mowlem 
street,  asbop  s-road,  Cambridge  Heath.-Members 
please  take  notice  that  Tuesday  next,  April  25,  is  onr 
quarterly  nieht :  also  the  end  of  our  financial  year  I 
hope  that  all  members  wiU  clear  the  books,  so  as  to 
have  the  arrangement  for  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  settled. — ^\  .  Young,  sec. 

Brothers  Angling  Society.  —  The 
eleventh  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  was 
i;:  e  Tuesday,  April  11,  when  between  sixty  and 
^  ^  spread  supplied  by  our 

the  -  After  justice  was  done  to 

nrllt  ^  the  prizes  were 

for  f^e'^ett  to  the  successful  winners 

and  specimen  fish.  The  first,  Mr.  C. 
Hewlett,  G.  Steel,  T.  Edmonds,  Montague,  jun.,  T 

Ke®rs  ’  P^-  IMds’worth  i. 

r®“-’  Palmer,  F.  Hodsett. 
Jid  *iit  S°®t  and  Hostess, 

nretfl  ^  Woolwich  Brothers,  who  mustered 

pretty  strong,  were  drunk  with  musical  honours.  Mr 
presided  at  the  pianoforte,  Mr.  Brunner  witli 
Mr  given  by  Mr.  Barnham,  Mr.  Clother, 

Collins  P-  Hodgson,  Mr! 

Pprrrr  ’  ®’  Tillard.  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Perry  Mr.  Ingman,  Mr.  G.  Stacy,  Mr.  Daws  and 

Lond^i  "a npr ■  TJ*i® *^®  Ceoti-al  Association  of 
Dondon  Angling  Clubs  was  responded  to  by  F.  Holds- 

tL  A  *1  House  competition  (in  aid  of  the  funds  of 
the  Anglers  Benevolent  Society)  will  take  place  in  our 

Sw'dTfcW^'Td™’  *^.®  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road, 
on  (next  door  to  North  London  Railway  Station, 

BeeWf  ®^u “®/^’  24.  Chairman,  W.  H. 

deSd^thItfh«°“  Society. -It  has  been 

throsrd  Ins+  e  ?ea-fishing  competition  takes  place  on 
at  the  clurhon'"*  ;  foP  particulars  can  be  had 

hOTs  that  thp  ns  ;  secretary  begs  to  remind  mem- 

onr  fin»n  ^  ^narterly  night.  May  3,  is  the  end  of 

our  financial  year,  and  would  esteem  it  a  favour  if  mem- 

Sarlhe™.-T  '’®^°^® 

hefd'^n^Th^?^?®^?''®!.’  Cl«^-The  weekly  meeting  was 
Cond  •  ^.f'orsday  last,  at  lO,  Honndsditch,  Mr.  E  F 
resl  of “®“^®^®  reported  o^tSe 
stronllv  ^  mn  I  outing.  They  mustered  pretty 

wirSrToZ  ih  than  the  fish.  The  wLther 

Zst  cnf^n’i  f^®^dio“er  good,  and  all  voted  the  day 
Tnd  ®  ■  ® 0“  •  Messrs.  Watson,  Vernon^ 

Kf'and  F  H.  J.  Newman  Nichols,  N.  H. 

^aker,  and  E.  Andrews,  on  the  20th  inst  There  are 

w'lek  The“  next^  Thursday,  and  five  for  the  following 
E  next  outing  is  fixed  for  April  30,  on  the 
Uxbridge  Moor,  9.20  train  from 
Paddin^on  for  West  Drayton.  Final  arrangement 

Sin.  Hon.  was  passed  to  the 

geSl°lftin^^n*f®fM®°®"®*y--'r‘>®  third  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  their 

New  Cross-roaTs’  E  on 
S;  (nT’Makpf  ^  the  absence  of  the  kesi 

d  e  '"t‘0  was  called  away  on  profes¬ 

sional  duty  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr  J  W 

len  “ad  and  "Tl  M  ®“-tllanc^e  sheet  Lvilg 
neen  read  and  adopted,  the  meeting  proceeded  to 


dispose  of  one-third  of  the’ir  rnuSSip'tTor  thich” 
according  to  rule,  is  set  apart  for  supportinrp^S 
were  ^he  followinf  Counts 

^2  2s  •  Maidplh®'‘d®®n"^??  Preservation  Society, 

Iciety  lOs  <!d  ^ray  Preservation 

S^c  etv’  10s  Od  Uton  Preservation 

Solty’  lOs  (id^'  District  Preservation 

aonroved  ppd®'  se^^®  ''“t®®.  '^®'’®  then  read  through  and 
pproved,  and  the  committee  and  officer.s  for  fhp 

&  eSene’e  ‘tj^®.^®" '^“t®!?  kn  The  fokT^ar  of 

being  0*1  of  the  V  '^‘'d  ®='tremely  gratifying  to  him, 
evidel  thaTpvp  to^-mation;  this  was  conspicuously 

eh.,.oL,S,d  tE;"|,'Z?ditV"¥S  tj.l 

(if  ,0  “Ihl,'  >■““  p"  i  .Si  ‘St  •£  p‘?,S 

if- 


J®  issue,  the  takes  were 

'”'ZE®rE“^“*‘;  ^^®  iong-continued  drought,  combined 

with  the  unfavourable  condition  of  both  weather  and 
water,  were  dead  against  the  competitors.  There  was  an 
entry  ot  nineteen,  and  of  these  thirteen  handed  in  their 
baskets  at  seven  o’clock  to  be  weighed  by  the  secretary 
Ilf’"'  T’si  i^Hlls).  One  competitor  lost  his  chance 
rtrough  the  tram  he  was  travelling  home  by  being  late. 
This  angler-  Mr.  Anthony  McCutcheon,  Kelso— isawell- 
oeie'^^p  skilful  Waltonian,  and  frequent  winner,  had 
was  fishing  one  of  his  favourite  casts 
at  Maxton,  and  ]u8t  arrived  in  Kelso  one  minute  after 
the  hour  for  baskets  being  in,  and  thus  could  not  weigh, 
otherwise  he  would  have  been  in  the  prize-list.  Three 
ot  the  competitors  came  home  “  clean,”  one  did  not 
show,  which,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  club,  excludes 
him  from  entering  at  the  next  competition,  and  one  did 
not  compete  In  the  heavier  baskets  were  several 
payling,  all  heavy  in  spawn,  and  this  materially  helped 
to  make  up  the  weight.  By  the  rules  of  the  society 
these  fish  are  allowed  to  weigh  in  as  trout. 
Ihe  most  effective  lines  were  “creeper”  and  worm  in 
the  morning,  and  fly  during  the  afternoon  ;  but  all  had 
to  work  hard  for  the  trout  they  obtained,  and  the 
winners  were  fully  deserving  of  their  prizes.  One  or 
two  of  the  unsuccessful  gave  up  the  contest  about  one 
o  clock,  having  been  busy  from  nine  without  being 
rewyded  by  getting  a  single  fish  that  would  scale  the 
limit— 7  inches— while  others  had  not  even  a  single 
trout.  Ihe  following  is  the  prize  list  .—(1)  Trout  rod 
presented  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Balfour,  of  Newton  Don,  Richard 
Ormiston  (Tweed),  71b.  14Joz. ;  (2)  Pair  of  wading  stock¬ 
ings,  given  by  the  Association.  William  Lamb 
engineer  (Tweed),  41b.  IJoz.  ;  (3)  Reel  and  line,  presented 
Hosebank,  Robert  Robertson 
^eviot),  2lb.  4io^  ;  (4)  Basket  and  belt,  presented  by 
/■  Thomas  Thompson  (Teviot), 

ij\  W  Sporting  knife,  presented  by  Mr.  Barker 
Sheffield),  George  Turnbull  (Tweed),  21b.  ioz.  ;  (6) 
Drinking  flask,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Thompson  (of 
Kedpathand  Co  ),  George  Lees,  jun.  (Tweed),  llb.lSJ-oz.  ; 
(7)  hramed  picture,  presented  by  Messrs.  Mackintosh 
and  Co.,  Robert  Eiogarth,  jun.  (Heiton  Mill,  Teviot), 
Hb.  14oz. ;  (8)  Ha^-made  line,  presented  by  a  friend, 
James  Campbell,  Edinburgh  (Tweed),  11b.  13oz.  ■  (9) 
Rriarroot  pipe  and  tobacco  pouch,  presented  by’ Mr. 
Pn  ^®po\  for  best  half  dozen,  William 

^“T®i  -^7®  *1"^®"  fl‘®®>  presented  by  Mr. 

Richard  Ormiston,  Haybank  House,  Kelso,  for  heaviest 
trout  William  R.  Plummer,  Leith.  The  other  baskets 

rhlfhTl  Tr ®  ^  N®Hon  (Tweed),  14Joz. ;  James 

Chisholm  (Tweed),  8Joz. ;  and  J.  Affleck,  Heiton  (Teviot), 
7Joz.  Almost  immediately  after  the  weighing,  which  took 
place  in  the  White  Swan  Hotel  (the  club  room),  a  short 
mterval  only  having  been  allowed  for  the  public  to  view 
the  takes,  the  committee  of  the  associatiou  and  the 
prize  takers  met,  and  the  usual  questions  having  been 
put,  and  duly  answered,  the  chairman  (Mr.  J.  Smith 
vice-president)  intimated  that,  owing  to  the  death  of 

'^®"’®>  °°®°f  committee, 
and  Mr.  John  Wright  (who  had  only  died  that  evenin-r 
and  who  was  a  most  zealous  and  active  member  the 
social  meeting  intended  to  be  held  that  evening  Would 
not  take  place,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  an  adjourned 
meeting  on  Monday  first,  at  which  the  presentation  to 
the  retiring  secretary  (Mr.  A.  Steel)  and  one  to  the 
“,1°  painting  of  fish,  by  that  gentleman, 
wou  d  be  made,  as  also  the  prizes  awarded  to  the 
winners  of  the  above  competition.  The  secretary  was 
also  instructed  to  engross  in  the  minutes  an  expression 
of  regret  at  the  loss  the  society  has  sustained  by  the 
death  of  the  two  members,  and  to  send  excerpts  of  the 
same  to  their  widows.  ^ 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— We  had  a  good 
meeting  last  week,  and  several  very  important  matters 
were  discussed.  Three  new  members  were  elected  and 

thkwT*®'^'  •/  *®.?®'y  that,  notwithstanding 

the  close  time,  pikelets,  perchlets,  breamlets  and  roach- 
Rts  are  being  daily  exposed  for  sale  in  our  St.  John’s 

CommT;«w*“'7E®  of  the  Markets 

Gomiuittee  to  this  violation  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
but  this  sapient  body  simply  reply  “that  my  letter  has 
been  read,  and  there  it  ends ;  for  what  do  these 
wiseacres  care  about  an  Act  of  Parliament  or  the 
preservatira  of  the  food  of  the  people Absolutely 
nothing  But  I  shall  bring  the  matter  before  the  Presi- 

bodl°fh^^M®°w  ®P^''®'‘^?’  '^ben, perhaps,  this  puissant 
body,  the  Markets  Committee,  will  have  to  say  some¬ 
thing  more  than  reported  above.  The  weather  is  simply 
l^ff®  ^  '  A  e"',®®  ®®“*l®  bas  fallen,  the  air  is  quite 
Rd  WoolfaTT  “**  ®“^^®®  0“  every  hand.— 

ISTorlands  Anglers.- The  annual  dinner  of  the 
T  J®  AT  h^®®^  ?T®;?®  ^be  Mission  Hall,  St.  Clement’s- 
7  so  n  ^°Te®^e  ®"  tbe  14th  inst.,  at 

LpfoO  “.®“bers  and  friends  in  all  being 

H  of  your  old  correspondent 

a'  P  P'®,  chairman.  After  the  health  of  “The 

toasTof  “^TE«  ®!“  Proposed  and  suitably  accepted,  the 
toast  of  The  Angling  Club  was  proposed  by  the 
chairman,  and  Mr.  Dawson,  hon.  secretary,  replied^  Mr 

Se  ^T+e  e  ^“®  ®^  “T*"®  Visitors.”  The 

11  *®®  ®ba'rmaii  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Wink- 
worth  (also  an  old  correspondent),  and,  in  reply.  Mr 
ol  be  had  been  a  good  angler  and  hoped 
plnLT  Tcrner  proposed  the  health  of  Mr 

Bennett,  who  so  kindly  presided  at  the  piano,  and  of 
IpHpr«^°  bad  contributed  to  the  evening’s  amusement 
Getters  and  telegrams  were  received  from  several 
gentlemen  who  were  unavoidably  obliged  to  be  absent 
among  which  were  from  the  following  :  Dr.  Williamson’ 

Kf  it  llTm^t^  ^®'1’>  M  P  =  .Mr.  Burnell,  and 
oiners.  At  II  p.m,  the  worthy  chairman  vacated  his 


seat  in  favour  of  Mr  Gem,  and  the  hilarity  was  con- 
toued.  After  an  interesting  fishing  tale,  told  by  Mr. 
Winkworth,  the  meeting,  which  was  a  success  throughout 
wound  up  with  Anld  Lang  Syne.  Messrs.  Bennett! 
Trist,  Bnshell,  Smith,  Underhill.  Lingfield,  Baas, 
lurner  and  others,  contributed  some  capital  sonrs, 
recitations,  &c.,  during  the  evening,  which  were  much 
enjoyed. 

-^ffHng  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
’’®®'®’ ”  •“'Dn  Tu®8day  next  we  have  onr  return  visit 
on  the  Anglers’  Association,  when  we  anticipate  an 
enjoyable  evening.  I  hope  those  clubs  who  do  not 
receive  a  written  invitation  will  be  pleased  to  remember 
they  will  be  just  as  heartily  welcomed.  On  Tuesday 
night  we  had  a  good  muster  and  several  of  the  new 
rules  were  passed,  but  several  remain  in  abeyance  owing 
to  the  lateness  of  the  hour.  An  extra  special  meeting 
will  be  called  M  May  2  to  finish  the  rules  and  decide 
the  date  of  our  annual  dinner.— H.  W.  Morgan,  hon. 
asat.  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  The  Globe, 
Lisson-grove.— We  have  decided  to  remove  to  our  old 
quarters,  the  Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware- 
road,  where  the  first  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday, 

w  '^“®“  prizes  will  be  distributed.- 

W.  Bowter,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. —  We  met  on  Wednesday  last, 
and,  I  am  pleased  to  state,  had  a  very  fair  muster.  Mr. 
Gibbons,  our  delegate,  gave  in  his  report,  which  was 
^®fu  ‘J^°'i’^^bly  received.  We  are  getting  on  famously 
with  the  revising  of  the  rules,  and  hope  next  week  to 
see  fresh  faces  to  help  us  put  a  finish  to  them.-H. 
holder,  sec.  pro  tern. 

Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.  —  On  Tuesday  last  the 
committee  finished  the  revision  of  the  rules  and  list  of 
prize-winners.  Mr.  Clifford  was  elected  unanimously. 
On  Tuesday  next  Mr.  Brougham  is  expected  to  pay  us  a 
visit  in  reference  to  opening  the  box  of  the  T.A  PS 
A  special  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  2,  to  receive  report  from  the  committee  re  prize¬ 
winners,  and  revision  and  additions  to  rules,  and  to  add 
any  inore  if  thought  necessary.  A  good  muster  is 
specially  requested,  as  there  are  some  very  important 
alterations.— Pelican. 

SoutR  Loudon  United  Anglers. — Visiting  List. 
-A  return  visit  of  the  clubs  on  the  above  list  was  paid 
to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  on  the  19tb 
inst.,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  read  a  most 
amusing  and  m®trnctiv®  paper,  entitled  “Angling  Ways 
and  Ang-hng  Days,”  which  proved  a  most  pleasant  and 
agreeable  change,  and  although  only  twelve  clubs  were 
repr®sented  most  of  them  turned  up  in  such  strong  force 
that  their  comfortable  club  room  was  fairly  crowded  — 

A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
n  ®®i  ’  Hammersmith. — At  the  special  meeting,  on 
the  18th,  it  was  resolved  that  members  may  only  weigh 
in  from  public  waters  (waters  rented  by  the  Anglers’ 
Association)  and  subscription  waters,  where  any 
m®mbers  can  fish  by  paying.  Mr.  Brougham,  secretary 
EE  11  ^•i^onred  us  with  a  visit,  and  opened 

the  collectii^  box,  finding  lOs.  collected.— H.  Reaves. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  104,  King’s- 
road,  Brighton. —Members  please  note  the  cutting  from 
the  Awsfrafian  Trading  Wortd,  which  appears  in 
another  part  of  this  paper,  with  reference  to  the  New 
^ealand  fish— a  kind  present  from  Mr.  Troan.  The 
hon.  secs,  will  be  delighted  to  show  any  of  our  brother 
anglers  these  fish.  During  the  past  week  Mr.  Harry 
Reeves  has  weighed-in  two  trout,  lib.  lOoz.  and  lib., 
irom  the  club  water  at  Hassocks ;  these  were  taken 
with  a,  spinning  fly.  Several  splendid  trout  of  over  31b 
have  been  seen  rising  in  the  lake  at  Hassocks  during 
the  past  few  days,  and  should  we  have  rain  soon  fly- 
hshers  ought  to  render  good  account  of  themselves.  A 
crowded  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
when  a  number  of  live  tench  for  stocking  purposes 
were  presented  to  the  society  by  Mr.  Walter  Fry  (in 
whom  the  society  have  found  a  very  excellent  friend), 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  this  gentleman  for 
his  kindness.  It  was  also  decided  to  place  several 
Mtice  boards  at  the  society’s  trout  lake  and  stream,  at 
Hassocks,  to  warn  the  evil-minded  poacher  that  “  This 
water  is  rented  by  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society.”— 
Philip  Tickle  (Librarian). 

■A.ngling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-cross. — We  had  a  fair  meeting  on  the  18th; 

in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Betts.  Two 
auditors  were  appointed.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  present 
the  balance-sheet  on  Tuesday,  the  25th.  I  must  again 
•  ‘n°®.®  members  who  are  in  arrears,  to  settle  up 
®®’'’iiest  convenience,  and  oblige  — H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltonians’  Angling’  Society,  St. 

Baul  s  lavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— 

Un  Wednesday  next  the  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
plac®,  and  on  Wednesday,  May  3,  our  29th  annual 
dinner;  1.  W.Venner,  Esq.,  chairman  ;  H.  Bayley,  Esq., 
Vice-chairman. — C.  Hebble,  secretary, 
o  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 

and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  remind 
members  that  it  is  onr  monthly  meeting  on  ’Wednesday 
next  1  hope  the  members  of  other  clubs  will  rally 
round  us  on  May  1  at  onr  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the 
widow  of  our  late  member,  Mr.  T.  Clarkson.— R. 
Lowther,  sec. 

Wool-wich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead.- Our  twenty-third  annual 
dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Green  Man,  Plumstead,  on 
Ihnrsday  next,  April  27,  at  seven  p.m.  A  capital  menu 
programme  will  be  provided.  Further  particulars 
can  be  obtained  by  applying  to  J.  R.  Howcroft,  sec. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /SS  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  \75  ,,  ,,  Eichmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add^SO  „  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  /  ham. 

50  „  ,,  Barnes.  '^85  „  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  April  22  . 

Morning. 

.  5.47  . 

Bvening. 

.  6.15 

Sunday,  ,,  23  . 

.  6.44  . 

.  7.18 

Monday,  ,,  24  . 

.  7.57  . 

.  8.42 

Tuesday,  ,,  25  . 

.  9.30  . 

.  10.15 

Wednesday,  ,,  26  . 

.  10.52  . 

.  11.26 

Thursday,  ,,  27  . 

.  11.57  . 

.  0.42 

Priday,  ,,  28  . 

.  0.21  . 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — There  are 
not  many  trout  taken  this  week,  and  1  think  some  of 
the  principal  trout  anglers  have  kept  away  until  there 
is  a  change  iu  the  weather,  which,  as  far  as  appearances 
look  at  the  time  I  am  writing,  shows  some  indication 
of  a  disturbance,  and  that  in  addition  to  a  falling  baro¬ 
meter.  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Sundial  Angling  Society  on 
Tuesday  evening,  to  open  the  collecting  box  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  It  is  one  of  those 
clubs  composed  altogether  of  bank  anglers,  and  weighing 
in  fish  of  a  higher  standard  than  that  of  the  Thames 
Bye-Laws  ;  in  fact,  they  assured  me  they  would  be  glad 
if  their  standard  was  altogether  adopted  by  the  Con¬ 
servators.  I  may  mention,  for  instance,  that  of  the 
roach,  which  they  weigh  in  as  being  Sin.  The  collect¬ 
ing  box  raised  10s.,  and  was  all  in  penny  and  halfpenny 
pieces,  with  the  usual  farthing.  Mr.  Harwood, 
one  of  the  members  I  have  known  for  many  years  as 
an  old  angler,  told  me  he  had  weighed  in  this  season 
fifteen  perch  in  one  take  weighing  201b.,  and  roach 
up  to  11b.  12oz.  He  was  associated  in  his  day  with 
the  late  Greville  Pennell.  I  very  much  value  the  gift  of 
the  club  as  coming  from  such  a  class  of  men,  as  I  am 
certain  they  did  all  they  could.  I  have  not  yet  heard 
anything  about  the  perch  as  regards  spawning,  but 
anglers  may  rest  assured,  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
head  river-keeper,  William  Douglas,  they  will  not  be 
neglected.  The  Board  of  Thames  Conservators  have 
agreed  as  to  the  desirability  of  one  rod  only  being  used 
on  the  weir  heads,  as  the  space  is  too  limited  to  admit  of 
two  as  used  in  the  river  under  the  bye-laws.  The  weir 
heads  are  the  private  property  of  the  board,  and  it  does 
not  require  any  bye-law  to  regulate  the  conditions  they 
may  attach  to  fishing  thereon,  indeed,  they  could  close 
them  altogether  if  they  thought  fit.  The  representations 
that  have  been  made  to  them,  upon  strong  evidence,  of 
the  unfair  use  that  has  been  made  of  two  rods  at  the 
weir  head  must  leave  them  no  alternative  in  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  the  body  of  permit-holders  to  make  so  desirable 
an  alteration. — B. 

Upper  Thames.— Por  April  the  weather  has  been 
seorchingly  hot  in  the  day  time,  but  the  nights  still 
have  a  touch  of  Jack  Prost  about  them,  and  thus  inter¬ 
fere  with  successful  work  amid  the  trout,  which,  from 
information  received  all  round,  are  very  much  in  evi¬ 
dence  in  all  parts  of  the  river.  Mr.  Jackson,  in  the 
Temple  waters,  has  taken  a  pretty  fish  of  SJlb.,  and  on 
Priday  last  at  Marlow,  was  successful  with  a  well-con¬ 
ditioned  trout  of  4jlb.  In  the  Medmenham  district, 
Mr.  Brown  with  Bob  Young  is  on  the  warpath,  but  no 
scalp  up  to  the  first  day’s  nine-pounder  is  as  yet  to  hand. 
—Barlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Hatchet). — The  river  is  still  very  low  and 
bright,  trout  fishers  scarce.  I  have  only  had  one  day  out 
this  season;  that  was  last  Sunday  with  Mr.  Dowd.  He 
had  a  nice  little  fish  on  but  lost  him  spinning.  It  was 
the  first  time  I  had  been  down  stream.  The  fish  seem 
to  move  the  last  thing  in  the  evening.  Till  rain  comes 
that’s  the  time  to  catch  them.  I  caught  two  fish  last 
Priday  evening  up  the  Windsor  weir  stream ;  one 
weighed  31b.,  the  other  I  was  not  quite  sure  of  his 
length ;  turned  him  in  again  :  over  21b.  ;  ran  another. — 
G.  Ldmsden. 

TEames  (Hampton  Court).— Mr.  Lely,  fishing  by 
himself  on  the  weir  head  at  Moulsey,  has  taken  a  hand¬ 
some  trout  of  3|lb. 

Thames  (OXonkey  Island). — I  saw  on  Wednesday 
four  very  good  trout  feeding,  and  I  think  with  a  change 
of  weather  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  fish 
being  taken,  and  I  should  be  very  pleased  at  any  time 
if  I  knew  wnere  there  was  a  good  fish  to  tell  any  of  my 
angling  friends  their  whereabouts.  Instead  of  threaten¬ 
ing  to  summon  or  warn  off,  I  have  been  at  Monkey 
Island  just  upon  thirty  years  as  proprietor  of  the  hotel, 
I  will  defy  any  gentleman  or  any  member  of  the  angling 
clubs  or  societies  to  say  that  I  ever  did  warn  or  threaten 


to  summon,  and  I  think  the  last  Sunday  in  the  season 
I  gave  every  angler  of  any  club  permission  to  fish  off 
my  own  private  eyots  and  meadows,  and  I  believe  most 
of  them  had  very  good  sport  on  that  day,  and  as  long 
as  I  am  proprietor  of  the  hotel  and  fishery  they  will 
never  be  debarred  or  interfered  with,  providing  they 
fish  fairly  according  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  Bye¬ 
laws,  and  I  hope  in  future  Mr.  Bambridge  will  be  more 
careful  what  he  inserts  about  me  without  my  autho¬ 
rity,  as  it  may  do  me  great  injury  in  my  trade.  My 
landlord,  Mr.  Van  de  Weyer,  I  am  sure  would  be  the 
last  gentleman  to  wdsh  to  deprive  any  angler  of  the 
sport. — R.  Plummer,  sen. 

Thames  (Slieppertou).  —  Mr.  C.  H.  Woodall, 
deputy  chairmau  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  fishing  with  George 
Rosewell,  has  caught  atrout  of  about41b. 

Thames  (Sunhury). — Mr.  Lukyn  has  taken  a 
small  trout  which  he  has  returned  to  the  river. 

Thames  (Weybridge). — Mr.  W.  B.  Leaf,  fishing 
with  Herbert  Carr,  has  taken  a  nice  trout  of  4ilb.  It 
is  described  by  the  fisherman  as  the  best  marked  and 
the  best  shaped  fish  he  has  ever  seen.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Taylor,  out  with  the  same  fisherman,  got  hold  of  a  good 
trout  from  71b.  to  91b.  in  weight,  but  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  him  just  as  the  fish  was  nearly  played  out,  the 
trout  getting  among  the  stones.  On  the  same  day  Mr. 
Wheeley  landed  a  pretty  trout  of  41b.,  being  his  second 
fish  this  season;  and  on  Wednesday  he  took  a  jack 
weighing  51b.,  which  he  returned,  pitching  him  in 
above  the  weir.  N.B. — It  is  much  the  best  plan  to  put 
jack  in  again  above  a  weir,  they  are  then  out  of  the 
trout  water. 

Windsor  District. — As  may  be  expected,  the  river 
is  extremely  low  and  very  bright,  and,  though  several 
trout  have  been  seen  moving,  I  can  hear  of  none  being 
caught.  Years  gone  by  anglers  have  been  wont  to  visit 
these  parts,  but  the  prohibitive  notices  to  be  met  with, 
deter  the  weak-hearted.  It  cannot  be  wondered  at,  as 
to  come  a  distance,  say  London,  and  find  such  notices 
stuck  up  as  I  have  seen  to-day  within  one  hundred  yards 
of  Monkey  Island,  and  abont  the  same  distance  from  the 
George  Hotel,  Bray,  stating  in  seven  inch  deep  letters 
'■  Private  fishery,”  is  enough  to  deter  anyone  from 
visiting  these  parts  a  second  time.  Why  fishermen 
should  apply  for  licences  to  the  Thames  Conservancy 
when  they  cannot  fish  the  water,  is  past  my  comprehen¬ 
sion.  Perhaps  someone  will  explain  why  these  notices 
are  stuck  up.  I  have  fished  these  parts  tor  many  years, 
in  fact,  it  is  not  so  long  ago  that  I  took  a  trout,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  a  well-known  clergyman  within  a  few  feet  of 
one  of  these  boards,  and  certainly  shall  fish  again  if  I 
feel  so  inclined. 

Ancholme  District. — Some  fine  trout  were  seen 
rising  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Ancholme  by  a  friend 
of  mine  on  Monday  last.  Waters  are  low  in  the  trout 
becks,  and  but  little  is  doing  thereon.  Weather  magnifi¬ 
cent,  and  flies  of  the  Dun  tribe  are  coming  out  unusually 
early  this  season.  The  Freckled  Dun  is  nowin,  also 
Checkwing  March  Brown,  &c.  These  and  the  Cowdung, 
with  Blue  Dun,  will  be  ample  for  some  time.  Too  much 
worm  fishing  is  allowed  on  the  brooks. — Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish  Streams. — Trout  fishers  this  week  have 
been  almost  disheartened.  Some  rods  went  on  to  the 
moorland  streams,  and  basketed  a  few  trout,  but  the 
best  take  was  only  two  dozen,  and  the  fish  were  not  in 
good  condition.  The  stream  at  Mawgan,  St.  Columb, 
is  unusually  well  stocked,  but  it  is  so  overgrown  that 
not  one-third  of  it  can  be  fisheo.  It  is  a  stream  which 
should  undoubtedly  be  looked  after  during  the  coming 
season,  as  peal  run  up  it  freely.  The  tributaries  of  the 
Tamar  round  Launceston,  and  the  Tamar  itself,  have 
yielded  fairly  good  baskets  of  trout  since  the  opening 
of  the  'season.  Launceston  is  by  no  means  bad  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  trout  fisher.  Nothing  has  been  done 
on  the  Camel  or  the  Fowey. — Bodmin. 

Darenth.  (Parningham) . — Although  we  are  still 
badly  off  for  rain  and  the  weather  is  exceptionally 
brigtit,  the  few  anglers  who  have  been  fishing  here  have 
been  rewarded  with  six  or  eight  fish  of  good  size.  Mr. 
Pine,  stopping  at  the  Lion  Hotel,  caught  a  fine  basket  of 
twelve  trout  on  Saturday  last  weighing  131b.  in  his  own 
water  at  Horton  ;  the  specimen  he  took  last  week  turns 
out  to  be  a  Tasmanian  trout.  On  Wednesday  the  weather 
set  in  warmer,  and  there  appears  to  be  every  chance  of  a 
change  for  the  better.  Mr.  D.  Bennett,  fishing  on  the 
Lion  water  on  Wednesday,  recorded  a  capture  of  six 
nice  trout. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  light  rain  of  Sunday  and  Tues¬ 
day,  though  most  welcome  to  farmers  and  gardeners,  has 
not  helped  anglers  much,  the  rivers  being  lower  than 
ever.  Still,  the  air  is  softer,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
trout  rose  pretty  well  to  the  fly.  Expert  anglers  with 
very  fine  tackle  and  small  flies  made  very  nice  baskets. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  Clutterbuck  killed  a  salmon  181b.  in  the 
Holme  Eden  water.  Saa  trout  are  now  running  in  the 
Solway,  but  very  few  are  taking  the  river,  and  no 
wonder,  when  below  Carlisle  it  is  simply  an  open  sewer. 
— Silver-grey. 

Dze  and  Canal  (Ezeter). — Anglers’  spirits,  like 
the  water,  very  low.  The  rain  seems  as  far  off  as  ever, 
and  whilst  the  weather  is  a  thorough  treat  in  itself,  it 
is,  of  course,  anything  but  conducive  to  sport.  The 
nights  still  continue  cold,  but  the  days  are  more  like 
June  than  April,  the  sun  shining  with  almost  tropical 
fervour.  With  a  water  of  gin-like  clearness,  trout  are 
not  to  be  had  for  the  asking,  and  the  angler  who  now 
makes  his  modest  brace,  has  to  work  hard,  and 
fish  well.  Of  course  the  best  sport  has  been  had 
on  the  upper  and  preserved  reaches  of  the  river, 
from  Dulverton  downwards,  some  very  decent 


trout  being  killed  by  a  few  of  our  local  roisters  on  the 
Brampford  and  Thorverton  waters,  although  few  in 
number.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  friend  Kelley  of  “ye 
ancient  and  loyal  city,”  has  been  waving  his  wand 
again,  just  in  the  old  sweet  way,  several  very  fair  trout, 
under  its  magic  influence,  having  found  themselves  com¬ 
fortably  reposing  in  the  creel.  The  fish  have  mostly  been 
killed  just  below  Cowley  Bridge,  and  the  largest  was  a 
very  pretty  specimen  of  IJlb.  plumping  weight.  To 
those  “  notin  the  know,”  I  may  say  friend  Kelley’s  wand 
is  of  Castle  Connell  build,  and  in  his  hand  is  a  regular 
“  trout  beguiler.” — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — There  is 
not  much  to  he  noted  with  respect  to  angling  in  this 
district.  Persons  complain  of  the  streams  being  too 
low,  and  the  cold  winds  are  keeping  the  flies  from 
hatching.  To  a  large  extent  this  is  changed,  and  to-day 
(Wednesday)  it  has  been  very  warm  and  fine.  Anglers 
who  are  interested  in  the  Welland  and  the  Gwash  will 
learn  with  some  interest  that  the  new  pack  of  otter 
hounds  organised  by  Mr.  Bromley,  of  Ashwell,  have 
commenced  operations.  Their  first  meet  was  at  Nor- 
manton  bridge  on  Saturday.  A  good  attendance  put  in 
an  appearance,  and,  though  things  at  first  were  rather 
uninteresting,  a  good  otter  was  vented  near  Shacklewell 
and  run  for  a  mile  up  the  stream  until  it  took  refuge  in 
a  hollow  willow  on  the  bank.  Being  dislodged  from  this 
refuge  it  afforded  sport  for  abont  an  hour  and  then 
escaped  in  the  deep  water. — Limpet. 

Isla. — Up  to  the  end  of  last  week  the  conditions  were 
anything  but  favourable  to  sport.  Since  Sunday,  when 
snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  several  inches,  it  has  been 
mild  and  cloudy,  and  the  melting  snow  giving  volume 
and  colour.  Sport  has  improved.  Hares  Lug  and 
Hackles  have  been  the  most  successful  lures,  the  Red 
Spider  occasionally  doing  good  service.  On  Saturday, 
Mr.  Duncan  McKenzie  landed  a  beanty  of  11b.  from 
Brewlands  pool ;  Alexr.  Sadler  had  9 Jib. ;  J  Howie, 
6Jlb. ;  W.  Anderson,  fijlb. ;  and  John  Crockatt,  21b.  13oz. 
— Iasgair. 

Lake  Coron  (Bouorgan,  Anglesey).— The  rain, 
though  it  did  not  affect  the  lake,  infused  new  life  to 
the  trout.  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead,  on  Monday,  had  a 
fine  basket  of  a  dozen,  with  fly  and  minnow,  and  on 
Tuesday,  ten  with  a  fly,  and  two  with  a  minnow;  Dr. 
Hughes,  Holyheai,  getting  two,  one  very  fine  fish,  with 
a  fly.  Others  had  fair  sport.  Very  stranare  for  this 
lake,  the  fish  took  well  in  the  afternoons.  There  is  ne 
doubt  that,  owing  to  the  favourable  spawning  seasons 
the  last  three  years,  and  the  falling  off  in  bottom  fish¬ 
ing,  the  fish  have  increased  immensely,  and  consequently 
come  more  to  the  surface  to  feed.  The  small  trout 
feeding  near  the  shore  seem  innumerable.  This  lake, 
I  sincerely  hope,  is  retrieving  its  former  fine  character. 
— W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrn-wy  (North.  Wales). —  Fishing  has 
greatly  improved  in  above  water  since  last  report.  On 
Thursday,  April  18,  Capt.  Hayhurst  France  took  his 
limit  of  twenty  fish  ;  Mrs.  Hayhurst  France,  ten  ;  Mr. 
Glazebrook,  ten  ;  Messrs.  Collins  and  Potts,  eight ;  Mr. 
Burd  seven,  best  fish  lib.  7oz.  On  Friday,  a  very  cold, 
bright  day,  Capt.  Hayhurst  France  again  caught  his 
limit;  Mrs.  Hayhurst  France,  five;  Mr.  Burd,  five  ;  Mr. 
Glazebrook,  two.  On  Saturday  Capt.  Hayhurst  France 
brought  in  another  limit,  best  fish  lib.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Burd 
took  his  limit,  best  fish  lib.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Coster 
Edwards,  twelve  ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Wilson,  six  ;  Mr.  Glaze¬ 
brook,  three.  On  Monday  Capt.  Hayhurst  France  once 
more  brought  in  his  limit  of  twenty  fish,  weighing 
121b  4oz.,  making  a  fourth  consecutive  limit;  Mrs.  Hay¬ 
hurst  France,  seven ;  Messrs.  Ward  and  Gedney,  four¬ 
teen  ;  Mr.  Glazebrook,  eleven  ;  Rev.  H.  Roberts,  two. 
On  Tuesday,  after  nice  soft  rain,  Capt.  Hayhurst  France 
took  fifteen  fish;  Mrs.  Hayhurst  France,  nine,  best  fish 
lib.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Glazebrook,  seventeen,  weighing 
121b.  4oz.,  best  fish  Ho.  6oz. ;  Messrs.  Ward  and  Gedney, 
fifteen  ;  Messrs.  Pierce,  seven  :  Rev.  H.  Roberts,  five, 
best  fish  lib.  7oz.  ;  Messrs.  Hawes  and  Henty,  six, 
best  fish  lib.  ;  Messrs.  Pierce  and  Dobson,  three ; 
Mr.  Winterbottom,  two.  Captain  Hayhurst  France,  in 
five  days,  took  ninetv-five  fish.  Since  the  opening,  on 
March  30,  1040  fish  have  been  tak;n  from  the  late. — 
Long  Drift. 

Lea. — Everybody  seems  now  to  be  wondering  how 
much  longer  the  dry  weather  will  last.  We  have  had 
threatening  evenings  and  an  occasional  shower  in  the 
mornings,  but  the  middle  of  the  day  has  been  much 
more  like  July  than  April  weather.  Another  wonder  to 
mo  is  where  the  river  Lea  water  supply  comes  from ; 
only  to-day  (Thursday),  at  Tottenham.  I  found  a  good 
stream  flowing  into  the  old  river  from  the  overflow  of 
the  water  belonging  to  the  East  London  Waterworks, 
and  at  this  spot  I  don’t  remember  in  my  long  experience 
to  have  ever  seen  such  vast  shoals  of  roach,  dace,  and 
perch  as  were  congregated  there.  I  saw  one  gentleman 
fly  fishing,  and  I  believe,  if  he  had  wished,  he  could 
have  taken  any  number.  Both  roach  and  dace  were 
taking  the  fly  freely,  and  in  a  somewhat  unusual 
style  for  the  Lea,  which  was  by  sinking  the  fly. 
The  dace  were  in  splendid  condition,  the  roach 
getting  very  rough,  and  one  perch  he  had  foul 
hooked,  which  1  landed  for  him,  was  almost 
bursting  with  spawn.  At  Games’s,  Higham  Hill, 
both  roach  and  dace  have  been  rising  well.  I  saw  one 
angler  to-day  who  had  taken,  but  returned,  a  lot  of 
them  ;  he  had  also  two  nice  eels,  and  had  taken  a  jack 
of  about  41b.  which  he  duly  returned.  At  Cook’s  Ferry 
similar  sport  has  been  had,  and  fish  are  wonderfully 
plentiful  there.  I  have  heard  of  a  few  trout  having 
been  seen,  but  cannot  report  the  capture  of  any,  as,  until 
May  1,  Broxbourne  is  the  only  place  where  they  may  be 
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^hed  for.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  such  good  news  from 

tiertford,  the  local  association  having  received  and 
turned  into  their  waters  a  lot  of  fine  grayling.  As  this 
water  is  suitable  for  them,  they  will  in  the  proper 
season  be  certain  to  prove  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
•ilready  good  trout  fishing  to  be  had  there,  the  charge 
IS  only  5s.  for  the  season,  and  daily  tickets  Is.  ;  all 
particulars  can  be  obtained  at  the  Station  Hotel.  The 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  at  the  Enter¬ 
prise  Angling  Society  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  inst.,  was 
a  great  success. — Spliced  Joint. 

Owing  to  the  long-continued  drought, 
on  all  hands  there  is  now  a  general  outcry  for  rain.  A 
few  of  the  more  anxious  devotees  have  visited  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Hradgate,  Desford,  Thornton.  &c.,  but  they 
returned  home  with  scarcely  a  fish.  The  brooks,  in 
places,  are  completely  dried  up,  and  it  is  only  with  diffi- 
oulty  that  aDprling*  is  followed  in  the  deep  holes  and 
pools.  There  was  a  welcome  break  in  the  dry  weather  on 
Sunday  night,  the  downpour  continuing  slightly  through 
a  great  portion  of  Monday.  The  fall,  however,  made 
only  Httle  alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  streams, 
therefore  another  spell  of  rain  would  be  gladly 
welcomed. 

and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
strums  are  running  low  and  clear,  and  in  fair  order  for 
nshing.  The  weather  has  been  fine  and  warm,  and 
anplcM  have  been  out  in  fair  numbers,  flain  is  wanted 
to  make  the  fish  move  better,  the  fish  coming'  short  at 
the  baits.  The  best  flies  are  the  Stone  Fly.  Blue  Dun, 
<irannom,  Downhill,  Spinners,  and  Palmers.  Minnow 
fishing  has  been  tried  with  a  fair  amount  of  success.  On 
Monday  a  nice  dish  of  trout  were  landed  in  the  Lngg. 
Sport  in  the  Arrow  on  Tuesday  was  good.  The  Pinsley 
is  now  low  and  clear.  Sport  has  been  quiet  in  it 
this  week  ;  with  rain  good  sport  should  be  had  — 

UWVNNE. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 

Rivera  clear  and  in  good  order.  Rain  fell  on  Monday, 
which  caused  fiah  to  move,  and  have  continued  to  rise 
fairly  we  1  since,  though!  the  wind  1  a  i  been  shifty, 
mo^Iy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  east.  Trout  are  in  good 
condition,  and  some  nice  baskets  have  been  made.  Best 
files  are  Blue  Dun, March  Brown,  Stone,  Grannom,  Brown 
Spinner,  and  Hare’s  Ear.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Ty-Croes,  Anglesey).— The  rain 
on  Sunday  and  Monday  has  brought  the  trout  and  sewin 
on  the  feed  The  river  seems  to  hold  more  this  year 
than  usual,  but  not  so  large.  Mr.  J.  Jones  got  seventeen 
on  Monday  morning,  and  Mr.  William  Owen,  in  the  lake, 
had  seven  nice  fish  averaging  ^Ib.  Messrs.  Humphries 
and  Show,  Bangor,  had  seven  good  fish  in  the  afternoon, 
and  what  after  I  cannot  say.  There  has  comparatively 
been  little  fishing  on  this  lake  so  far,  and  the  change  in 
the  weathw  is  likely  to  give  forthcoming  anglers  good 
sport  with  the  exceptional  good  eating  trout  of 
Maelog.— W.  H. 

Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Cambridgeskire  Waters. 

—it  really  is  not  much  good  to  try  any  of  these  waters 
until  we  get  some  rain.  The  rivers  are  full  of  fish,  but 
he  water  as  clear  as  gin,  and  it  is  an  absolute  waste  of 
time,  and  disappointment,  in  my  opinion,  for  anglers  to 
make  long  journeys  for  no  purpose.  I  have  tried  myself 
■severaltimes  during  the  last  fortnight,  had  no  luck.  True 
I  took  a  couple  of  dozen  good  dace  one  evening  with  the 
ny ,  and  they  were  fairly  clean  run  fish.  I  also  saw  several 
^oou  chub  tUrken  ucur  IVIildcnhall ;  they  were  very  full 
;ip,  and  it  really  was  a  pity  to  take  them.  Our  roach 
certainly  are  backward  this  season  ;  there  are  plenty  of 
.hem,  but  it  is  a  pity  to  take  them.  Trout  are  all  right, 
prime  condition  ;  I  took  my  first  brace  last  week. 
Utters  are.  becoming  a  great  nuisance  again.  I  hope 
uhis  week  to  be  able  to  capture  a  few  of  these  gentle¬ 
men;  one,  a  very  fine  one,  was  caught  in  an  eel  net,  on 
Saturday  last,  and  drowned;  it  measured  fifty  inches 
m  length. — William  Howlett  (Newmarket). 

Scarborough  Sea  Fishing. — Cod  fish  appear  to 
jave  left  the  bay.  Some  good  sized  billet  and  plaice 
lave  been  ta,ken  by  pier  anglers  during  the  past  week, 
and  boat  anglers  are  having  a  fair  amount  of  sport  -  H 
Severn  iShrewsburyi. —  Bright  sunny  days  and 
Clear  streams  have  not  been  conditions  under  which 
hpvy  takes  may  be  anticipated,  and  therefore  the  list 
oi  trout  captures  is  almost  'Uil.  One  or  two  salmon 
have,  however,  been  taken,  Mr.  Fisher  having  landed 
his  seventh  fish  this  season,  together  with  two  heavy 
.rout.  Mr.  Austin  Cox,  on  Wednesday  night,  landed 
a  nice  sa  mon  of  about  51b.— a  bright  fresh  run  fish 
Rough  fish  are  plentiful,  and  permits  to  take  clean  fish 
during  the  close  time  in  this  district  may  be  now 
obtained  from  tackle  dealers. — Piscatur. 


Tauat,  aud  Cain  (Llanymy- 
uecn).— The  Jong  wished-for  rain  came  down  in  earnest 
during  the  earlier  part  of  this  week,  and,  the  water 
being  now  in  good  condition,  anglers  have  made  the  best 
or  their  opportunities,  and  some  grand  .specimens  of 
trout  have  been  captured  in  these  rivers,  more  especially 
in  the  Tanat  and  Cain,  and  during  the  early  part  of  the 
week  in  the  V  yrnwy  ;  but  some  anglers  complain  that 
the  last-named  river  is  getting  again  too  bright,  but 
there  is  every  a.ppearaiice  now  of  a  heavy  thunderstorm, 
and  which  will  greatly  improve  the  present  outlook, 
the  weather  more  resembles  July  than  April,  and  the 
rivers  are  swarming  with  Hies  of  all  descriptions  seen  at 
this  season,  especially  the  Duns.  The  Mayfly  has  not 
yet  been  observed,  but  should  the  present  sultry  weather 
continue  they  are  certain  to  come  out  in  the  course  of  a 
tew  days.— \  trnwy. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours —  Tis 
sw-et  to  hear  the  pattering  raindrops  fall,  especially 


after  the  long  spell  of  fine  dry  weather  we  have  lately 
experienced.  We  had  a  good  shower  on  Sunday  night 
in  the  south,  brightening  trees  and  verdure,  but  nothing 
short  of  a  small  deluge  will  suffice  to  benefit  streams 
and  rivers.  A  few  small  trout  have  been  taken  from 
the  Ouse  tributaries,  and  a  few  brace  from  the  Bother, 
but  nothing  exceeding  Jib.  has  been  notified  me.  A  fish 
a  trifle  over  lib.  was  taken  in  the  Hayward's  Heath 
district  among  a  basket  of  three  and  a-half  brace.  A 
few  chub  and  roach  have  been  taken  above  Barcombe 
on  the  Ouse,  and  below  Lewes  a  few  good  roach.  The 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  have  a  good  range  of  private 
water  for  bottom  fishing,  and  a  few  trout  streams,  but 
with  water  low  and  bright,  the  record  is  not  great. 
Good  sport  has  been  had  among  the  smelt  at  Chichester 
Harbour,  of  two  and  three  dozen  per  rod,  and  a  quantity 
of  flat  fish  and  eels  have  been  taken  from  boats  by  hand¬ 
lining.  A  few  good  bass  are  up,  but  a  trip  to  Pilsea  is 
necessary  for  sport  with  the  rod,  as  the  netsmen  sweep 
the  channel  above. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.D.). — If  possible  rivers  lower.  Salmon  are 
very  plentiful  in  the  deep  holes,  and  no  one  thinks  of 
fishing  for  trout.  An  otter  was  taken  in  a  net  in  a  river 
by  fishermen  a  few  days  ago  in  Devonshire.  The  Home 
office  did  not  extend  the  days  for  the  net  fishermen.  The 
poachers  are  out  spurt  fishing,  and  I  hear  liming  some 
of  the  small  streams. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — Water  low  and 
bright ;  trout  fishing  in  abeyance.  We  have  scarcely 
had  a  drop  of  rain  for  six  weeks. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  clear  and  in  fair  order  fur  angling,  but  is  rather 
low,  and  a  good  fall  of  rain  is  wanted.  A  fall  of  rain 
was  had  on  Monday,  but  it  did  not  alter  the  state  of  the 
water.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  warm,  and 
suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  good  few  have  been 
out.  The  fish  have  risen  well  at  the  Blue  Dun,  Dunhill, 
Grannon,  Stone  Fly,  Cow  Dung,  March  Brown,  Red 
Spinner,  and  Palmers.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  quiet 
this  week.  A  few  have  tried  the  minnow  in  the  morning 
part  with  good  success.  In  the  water  above  Lndford 
Bridge,  on  Saturday,  a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  taken  with 
the  fly.  Near  Ashford  some  good  fish  have  been  landed 
with  Blue  Dun  and  Stone  Fly.  In  the  Steventon  water 
sport  has  been  good  with  the  Cowdung  and  Downhill. 
On  Monday,  in  the  water  under  Whitcliffe,  Mr.  Watkins 
was  fishing  with  the  fly,  when  he  saw  two  pike  near  the 
river  side.  He  changed  his  rod  and  put  a  triangle  hook 
on  his  line,  and  hooked  the  one  pike  about  101b.  under 
the  jaw.  A  fight  ensued,  but  the  fish  broke  the  tackle 
and  got  away.  The  Ony,  Corve.  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  clear  and  low,  and  want  rain.  In  the  Corve  some 
good  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  minnow.  In  the 
Clun  and  Ony  fair  sport  has  been  had  with  the  fly. — S. 
Ludlow. 


Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  still 
running  low  and  clear  but  in  order  for  fly  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  fine  and  the  fish  have  moved  well,  but 
rain  is  wanted  to  move  the  fishing.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  but  sport  has  not  been  good,  the  lots 
taken  being  only  small  ones.  The  best  flies  are  the 
Stone  fly.  Blue  Dun.  March  Brown,  and  Grannom. 
Minnow  fishing  should  be  good.  On  Monday  a  nice  lot 
of  fish  were  taken  with  the  fly.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche,  are  all  low,  fishing  quiet  in  them  at  present. 
Worcester. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln)  — Angling  matters 
are  very  quiet  down  the  Witham  valley.  There  are  but 
very  few  trout  in  the  Witham,  except  in  the  upper 
district,  where  the  fishing  is  pretty  good.  One  or  two 
of  the  tributaries,  in  the  care  of  some  of  the  local  clubs 
contain  some  good  trout,  and  sport  is  very  decent.  The 
members,  however,  show  no  great  eagerness  to  get  at 
them  very  early  in  the  seasen,  and  though,  this  year 
the  spring  has  been  very  tempting,  the  streams  are 
said  to  be  exceptionally  low,  and  certainly,  with  the 
easterly  winds,  not  promising.  On  Sunday  there  was  a 
very  welcome  rain,  but  not  nearly  enough  of  it  fo 
freshen  the  streams,  and  on  Monday  it  was  still  very 
^old.  Prospects  seem  to  be  improving  ns  T  write. 
There  are.  apparently,  a  good  many  of  the  Cowdniig 
species  of  flies  being  blown  on  to  the  water,  and  probably 
this  would  bo  the  best  fly  to  use  should  sport  be 
attempted. — L. 

■Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Prospects  of 
sport  this  week  end  cn  these  streams  are  very  favour¬ 
able,  as  the  rain  we  had  on  Sunday  and  Monday  last 
freshened  up  the  rivers,  although  there  was  very  little 
rise  of  water.  The  weather  is  quite  hot  during  the  day 
and  almost  an  absence  of  frost  at  night;  consequentlj' 
more  fly  on  the  water.  Some  fair  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  killed  on  both  rivers  this  week.  The  best  flies  have 
been  Hare’s  Ear  Dun,  Red  Quill,  Black  Gnat,  and 
“Yj^bles.  Mr.  Wm.  King  has  again  distinguished  him- 
self  this  week.  This  well-known  angler  was  trolling  on 
M  edne^ay  evening  last  at  the  rear  of  his  premises  on 
South  Parade,  Matlock  Bath,  when  ho  hooked,  and, 
after  about  an  hour’s^  play,  suoc^eded  in  landing  a 
^lendid  fed  trout,  which  turned  the  scale  at  61b  2oz 
The  fish  measured  24in.  in  length  and  llin,  in  girth.’ 
When  the  height  up  the  wall  from  the  river  to  the 
angling  is  considered  (about  14ft.  perpendicular)  it  is 
no  mean  feat  to  land  a  fish  this  size.  'J’he  same  angler 
has  taken  several  of  the  largest  fish  ever  caught  in  this 
water. — Dotterel. 

'Tore,  Wbarfe,  &c. — There  has  been  some  rain 
during  the  past  week,  but  not  sufficient  to  freshen  the 
rivers,  which  are  now  dead  low.  The  stonefly  creeper 
mout  very  strongly,  but  the  trout  will  not  look  at  it  •  I 
fished  it  the  whole  day  last  Monday  from  5  a.m.  until 
5  p.m.  wading  up  seven  miles  of  the  Yore,  but  mv  reward 


was  not  great.  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  March 
Brown,  and  Dark  Needle  best  flies  at  present. — Francis 
M.  Walbran. 


Scotch  Reports. 


Brora  (Brora). — The  river  is  extraordinarily  low 
because  of  the  continued  drought.  Trout  have,  how¬ 
ever,  become  pretty  numerous  on  the  free  lower  reach 
of  the  river,  aud  about  a  score  of  anglers  disport  them¬ 
selves  on  its  banks  each  morning  and  evening,  and  are 
usually  made  happy  by  their  catches. — A.  P. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardg;ay,  N.B.).  — The 

river  has  been  dead  low  for  some  time,  and  the  ground 
has  been  so  parched  up  that  the  occasional  showers 
which  fell  of  late  have  had  little  or  no  effect.  During 
the  whole  of  last  week  sport  was  nil.  On  Monday  this 
week  the  Feam  Lodge  keeper  landed  an  8-pounder  on 
March  pool.— McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  climatic  conditions  are, 
as  they  have  been  during  the  past  four  weeks,  of  the 
worst  possible  description  for  successLl  angling.  Pew 
fish  are  entering  the  river  or  being  got  on  the  coast,  and 
angling  on  the  loA-er  reaches  of  the  Dee  for  twenty  miles 
at  least  is  at  a  standstill.  A  few  fish  are  being  got  in 
the  middle  reaches,  but  the  only  sport  of  any  conse¬ 
quence  is  being  had  on  the  deeper  pools  of  the  Glen  Tana 
Ballater,  Balmoral,  and  Braemar  waters,  where  in  some 
oases  it  is  notably  bright  indeed.  On  the  Fife  Arms 
water,  the  higher  cast  on  the  Dee,  Mr.  Bush 
and  party  creeled  five  fish  on  Saturday  and  six  on 
Monday.  Of  the  latter,  one  was  a  beauty  of  161b., 
landed  at  the  Linn  o  Dee  by  Mr.  Davies.  Two  were 
creeled  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  of  7lb.,  81b. ;  two  by  Mr.  Haig, 
of  7Jlb.  and  8|lb.,  and  one  by  Mr.  Smith  of  OJlb! 
on  the  same  water.  On  another  day  the  same  party 
landed  seven  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to  91b.  On 
the  Upper  Invercauld  water,  leased  by  the  Kin- 
drechit  Lodge  party,  Mr.  Owan  Pritchard  landed  the 
first  salmon  of  tne  season— a  small  fish  of  51b. — on  Wed¬ 
nesday  last,  and  two  on  Monday,  of  6Jlb.  and  71b 
respectively,  by  Mr.  Alfred  Price.  On  the  Balmoral 
waters  Dr.  Pr ofeit  and  the  Royal  keepers  had  fairly  good 
sport.  On  the  Ballater,  Invercauld  waters,  Mr.  AVm. 
Heath  landed  three  on  Friday,  of  61b.,  6Jlb.,  and  71b., 
and  one  on  Saturday  of  101b.  ;  while  Mr.  B.  Heath  creeled 
two,  of  71b.  and  71o.  ;  two,  5Jlb.  and  7ilb. ;  two,  Silb. 
and  91b.;  and  si.x,  of  5)Ib.,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  81b.,  8ilb.,  and 
221b.  :  Mr.  Griffith  had  one  of  71b. ;  two,  5Jlb.  and  71b. ; 
three, 61b. ^71b.,and91b.;  Mr.Owen,  one,  61b.;three,  51b.’, 
lib.,  and  ilb.  ;  two,  51b.  and  61b, ;  one,  71b.  ;  and  one, 
71b.  ;  while  Sir  George  Chetewode  creeled  four,  of  6ilb.’ 
71b.,  71b..  and  81b. ;  three,  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b. ;  two  of 
8lb.  and  91b.  ;  three,  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b.  ;  three,  of 
71b..  81b.,  and  91b.  ;  and  five,  of  61b.,  71b.,  81b.,  91b.,  and 
101b.  Mr.  AVm.  Heaven  and  Mr.  Back,  just  arrived  at 
Monaltrie  water,  have  had  fairly  good  sport  for  the 
time,  the  former  having  one  of  61b  ,  and  the  latter  three, 
of  61b.,  61b.,  and  6Jlb.  On  the  Glen-Tana  waters  Mr. 
Barry  and  party  have  been  more  successful  than  last 
week.  During  the  past  few  days  he  landed  nine,  scaling 
from  51b.  to  101b.,  six,  the  heaviest  scaling  16Jlb. ;  while 
Mr.  D.  H.  Barry  had  four,  of  71b.,  81b.,  8ilb.,  and  121b. 
On  the  same  water,  Mr.  Barry  and  party  had  on  the 
other  days,  seven,  scaling  from  71b.  to  101b. ;  seven 
from  01b.  to  211b.  ;  six,  from  61b.  to  1641b.  ;  and  twelve’ 
scaling  from  61b.  ro  111b.— ten  of  which  Mr.  Wm.  Barry 
had  to  his  own  rod.  On  the  Hotel  Aboyne  waters,  Mr 
Harrison  landed  one  SJlb.,  one  91b.,  one  8 Jib.,  and  one 
71b.,  while  Mr.  Sturrock  had  one  9Jlb.  on  Friday,  and 
one  7Jlb.  on  Saturday.  On  the  Lower  Dess  water. 
Harper,  keeper,  landed  one  8Jlb.,  and  another  151b.  On 
the  Kincardine  Lodge  water,  Mr.  Lamond  had  two  on 
Monday,  111b.  and  6Jlb.  On  the  Borrowstone  water, 
Mr.  Percy  Wormald  creeled  one  7ilb,,  one  7Jlb.,  and  one’ 
91b.  On  the  Lower  Dess  Colonel  Cumberland  landed 
one  71b.  ;  while  Mr.  Edward  Drummond  had  also  one  of 
(lb.  on  the  Ballogie  water.  A  few  fish  have  been  got  on 
the  Blackball  Castle,  Cairiitou,  Woodend,  and  Inch- 
marlo  waters,  but  over  all,  and  especially  lower  down, 
heavy  stagnation  prevails.  The  prawn  has  been  much 
in  evidenoa  on  the  mid-reaches,  but  on  the  upper  waters 
most  of  ihe  fish  have  been  got  on  the  summer  lures 
presently  in  vogue.  On  the  tidal  waters  fairly  good 
sport  has  been  had  with  the  whitling,  which  are  fairly 
plentiful.  Kelts  are  exceedingly  numerous.  The 
weather  lai  assumed  a  very  stormy  aspect,  and 
the  prospects  darker  than  ever.  On  the  Heathcot 
water  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Dnccan  Smith,  Edinburgh, 
had  four  tiiinock,  and  Mr.  Hector  Smith,  seven’ 
while  Mr.  McLaren,  M.A.,  St.  Andrew’s,  had  four, 
and  Mr.  McReath,  St.  Andrew’s,  thirteen  tinnock. 

On  Monday,  Mr.  D.  McMillan,  M.A.,  landed  a  small 
salmon  of  41b.,  and  a  basket  of  nine  tinnock,  while  Mr. 

D.  Smith  had  four,  and  Mr.  H.  Smitu,  three,  and  Mr.' 
Coleby,  London,  tfiree.  The  long  expected  rain  has 
come  at  last,  and  when  its  full  effect  is  felt  on  the  liver, 
the  prospects  of  the  angler  will  be  vastly  enhanced’. 
Already^  the  river  has  risen  a  few  inches,  and  up  till 
now  (Wednesday)  is  still  rising.  The  hope  of  sport 
is  brighter  than  it  has  been  for  the  past  tew  weeks  at 
least. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  light  showers  of  rain 
which  have  fallen  of  late  have  adaed  very  little  to  the 
water  in  the  River  Deveron,  the  land  being  exceedingly 
dry,  aud  keeping  all  the  water  that  falls  on  it.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  the  lowness  of  the  stream  is  telling  greatly 
upon  ttie  fish  in  more  ways  than  one.  Disease  is  on  the 
increase,  and  a  good  few  ot  the  .salmon  landed  by  the  net 
fishermen  are  strongly  marked.  Gulya  few  clean  fish 
were  taken  from  the  river  for  the  past  week,  the 
heaviest  weighing  22lb.  Although  the  tide.s  on  the  coast 
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hare  been  heavy  of  late,  they  have  not  succeeded  in 
clearing  the  entrance  to  the  river,  but  shifted  the 
shingle  on  the  bar  that  lies  across  the  entrance.  On  the 
coast  a  few  fish  were  taken  from  several  of  the  nets,  four 
being  the  most  from  a  single  net.  The  salmon  got  from 
the  sea  are  of  superior  quality  to  those  got  on  the  river. 
To  the  eastward  of  the  Deveron  the  fishing  is  beginning 
to  show  a  slight  improvement.  On  the  coast  of  Gardens- 
town  the  catch  for  the  past  week  was  double  that  of  the 
previous  week,  namely,  four  boxes.  From  the  Peveron 
and  adjacent  coast  the  total  catch  was  three  boxes,  about 
6J  cwts.  For  the  corresponding  week  last  year  the  catch 
was  seven  boxes.  A  good  many  anglers  are  at  present 
on  the  tidal  and  upper  sections  of  the  river,  but  they  are 
only  getting  indifferent  sport.  In  the  middle  sections 
most  trout  are  landed,  but  as  yet  not  a  clean  salmon  has 
been  killed  for  the  season. — H.  W. 

Bochart. — G.  W.  Balfour  Kinnear,  of  Edinburgh, 
out  from  Luib  Hotel  on  Tuesday  on  the  Dochart,  killed 
eight  trout,  weight  41b.,  the  heaviest  Ijlb.— Donald 
McNadghton. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— This  river  during  the 
past  week  has,  in  a  measure,  returned  to  its  well-known 
reputation  as  a  spring  salmon-giving  water.  The  spate, 
to  which  I  referred  in  my  last  notes,  was  of  extremely 
short  duration,  rain  in  any  quantity  only  having  fallen 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  upper  section,  and  in  a  day 
or  two  the  river  had  again  become  low,  but  still  of  a 
good  colour,  but  for  all  this,  as  will  be  seen,  some  grand 
sport  has  been  got,  notably  that  got  by  Mr.  Badcliffe 
and  Mr.  Wordie.  Mr.  Badcliffe  has  topped  the  spring 
record.  It  will  be  noticed  that  all  the  best  sport  has 
been  got  on  the  upper  section  of  the  river,  the  greater 
number  of  the  fish  during  the  last  Hood  having  got  over 
the  Kildonan  Falls,  and  I  have  no  doubt  a  few  have 
already  found  their  way  to  the  lochs.  It  may  be  noted, 
too,  that  on  the  upper  section  of  the  river  salmon  take 
more  freely,  and  in  the  old  times  takes  of  twenty 
salmon  to  one  rod  in  one  day  were  by  no  means  rare. 
New  fish  are  still  pushing  up  stream,  as  on  Saturday  I 
saw  some  fresh  run.  East  winds  prevail  as  I  write,  with 
intense  cold,  and  it  may  check  the  sport,  as  it  often 
does,  but  during  this  month  and  the  early  weeks  of  May 
good’ sport  may  be  locked  for.  Trout  anglers,  too,  have 
had  fair  sport,  but  the  trout  are  by  no  means  in  first- 
class  condition.  They  may  be  described  as  '•  mending  ” 
in  condition,  but  I  have  not  seen  a  single  Iresh- 
run  sea-trout  yet.  The  week’s  record,  which  is  as 
follows,  is  verv  fair.  On  Monday,  the  lOch,  Mr.  Frank 
Sykes,  Boroball  Lodge,  landed,  on  No.  6,  one  salmon, 
101b.  •  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Coates,  Snisgill  Lodge,  landed 
four  averaging  101b. ;  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Loder,  Sahscraggy 
Lodge,  one,  91b.  ;  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Geo.  Boss,  Hotel,  one, 
71b  On  Tuesday,  the  11th,  on  No.  0,  had  two  salmon, 
mi). ;  on  No.  3  above,  Mr.  Wordies,  Kildonan  Lodge, 
landed  six,  averaging  101b. ;  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Loder,  two, 
81b.,  91b.  On  Wednesday,  the  12th,  on  No.  0,  Mr.  Loder, 
one  salmon,  101b.  ;  on  No.  5,  Mr,  W.  Iiad.cliffe,  !^rcn- 
wood  Cottage,  had  two,  7Jlb.,  lljlb. ;  on  No.  3  above, 
Mr.  Coates  had  four,  average  101b.  ;  on  No.  21  above, 
Mr  Wordie  had  ten  salmon,  averaging  111b.  On 
Thursday,  the  13th,  on  No.  5  above,  Mr.  Loder  landed 
four  salmon,  averaging  101b.  ;  on  No.  2  above,  Mr. 
Coates  had  six,  averaging  101b.  On  Friday,  the  14th, 
Mr  Wordie,  on  No.  6.  had  a  salmon  of  101b. ;  on  No.  3 
above,  Mr.  W.  Badcliffe*  six,  of  lljlb.,  101b.,  101b.,  91b., 
81b.,  81b.,  three  of  which  were  landed  by  Miss  Badcliffe  ; 
on  No  2  above,Mr.  Frank  Sykes  landed  seven,  averaging 
111b.  On  Saturday,  the  15th,  on  No.  5,  Mr.  Wordielanded 
two  salmon  ;  on  No.  3.  Mr.  Loder  had  one,  91b.  ;  on  No. 
2  above,  Mr.  W.  Badcliffe  landed  twelve,  16|lb.,  11  Hb., 
lllb.,10Jlb.,  101b.,  OJlb.,  91b.,  91b.,  91b.,  8|lb.,  81b.,  7ilb., 
some  of  these  newly  run.  On  Monday,  the  17th  on  No. 
0  Mr  Frank  Sykes  had  two  salmon  ;  on  No.  4  above, 
Mr.  Loder  had  four,  81b.,  81h.,  91b.,  101b.  ;  on  No  1 
above,  Mr.  W.  Badc.iffe  got  three,  averaging  101b. ;  Mr. 
McFarlane’s  rod  got  one. — S.  C. 

Inchnadampli  Hotel  ( SutherlandsKire,  N  B). 
—Mr.  Macewen,  fishing  from  the  above  hotel  on  Loch 
Assynt,  had,  on  the  4th,  one  Ferox^  121b.,  and  one  sea- 
trout  21b  ;  5th.  one  Ferox,  31b.,  and  twenty-five  trout, 
131b  ■  7th  one  Ferox,  61b.  ;  8th,  fourteen  trout,  101b.  ; 
18th’, ’one  ‘Ferox,  71b.,  two  tr..  ut,  41b.;  Hth,  Mrs.  Mac¬ 
ewen  one  Ferox,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Macewen,  one  Ferox,  31b., 
and  nine  trout,  4^lb. ;  13th,  one  Ferox,  ,51b.,  seventeen 
trout,  81b.  ;  14th,  eighteen  trout,  81b.  Weather  fine  and 
warm . 

Loch  Awe  (Loch  Awe  Hotel).— April  12,  General 
Marsland,  London,  thirteen  trout ;  Mr.  Graham,  Larbert, 
twelve  trout;  Mr.  Joliff,  London,  tw'eive  trout;  13th, 
Mr  Graham,  Larbert,  twelve  trout;  14th,  Mr.  Graham, 
Larbert,  nine  trout ;  15th,  Mr.  Corsar,  Arbroath,  nine¬ 
teen  trout  ;  17th,  Mr.  Corsar,  Arbroath,  eighte^ 
trout ;  Mr.  McLaren,  Edinburgh,  twelve  trout.— D. 
Fbaseb. 

Loch  Earn.— On  the  18lh,  Masters  A.  G.  and  J.  L. 
Watson,  fishing  on  the  Lochearnhead  Hotel  water, 
killed  nineteen  trout.  One  trout  w'eighed  lib.  2oz. 
Edw.  Maisey. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — On  the  IGth  inst.  we  had 
again  an  experience  of  wintry  weather,  heavy  snow 
showers  having  fallen  during  the  course  of  the  day,  with 
a  bitterly  cold  wind  from  the  north.  On  Monday  all 
the  boats  were  out  for  the  first  time  this  season,  though 
the  weather  continued  very  cold,  while  the  hills  were 
capped  with  snow.  Fish  were,  however,  found  in  a 

taking”  mood,  and  close  on  200  trout  were  captured, 
mostly  with  fly,  by  the  eighteen  boats  out.  On  Tues¬ 
day  the  loch  was  like  a  mirror  all  day,  with  a  mild  close 
atmosphere,  and  though  there  was  an  excellent  rise  of 
fish  on  they  would  n*t  hook,  and  baskets  were  very 


light.  On  Wednesday  the  weather  was  similar  to 
what  we  have  so  long  enjoyed  this  spring,  viz.,  bright 
and  mild.  Under-noted  are  most  of  the  baskets  obtained, 
from  which  it  will  be  observed  that  the  trout  average 
over  11b.  Mr.  Ogilvie,  Arndean,  nineteen  trout,  241b. 
Mr.  Kerse,  Aberdour,  eleven  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Colquhoun, 
Edinburgh,  fourteen  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Kelsall,  Hawick, 
twenty-four  trout,  241b.  8oz.  Mr.  Jollifle,  Stratford-on- 
Avon  (two  days),  nineteen  trout,  191b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Grieve, 
Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Green,  Glasgow,  ten 
trout,  111b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  McNee,  Crieff,  seventeen  trout, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  jun.,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Cunning¬ 
ham.  Dundee,  fifteen  trout.  171b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Brown, 
Edinburgh,  twelve  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Ferguson,  Leith, 
ten  trout,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Dalglish,  Glas¬ 
gow,  fourteen  trout,  131b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Cowan,  twelve 
trout,  mb.  ;  Mr.  Sydney  W.  Lockhart,  New  York, 
thirteen  trout,  121b.  Other  thirteen  boats  returned  with 
baskets  under  91b.  The  red  and  teal,  and  black  and 
blae  flies  continue  to  prove  the  most  deadly  hero. — 
Bobt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Migdale. — Mr.  John  McPherson,  Bridge  Hotel 
Bonarbridge,  the  first  angler  of  the  season,  was  out  on 
Friday  for  four  hours,  and  made  a  basket  of  fourteen 
well-conditioned  trout  aggregating  51b. — Me  B. 

Loch  Ness,  Oich,  and  River  Garry. — No  rain  as 
yet,  but  from  the  look  of  the  sky  this  evening,  and  seeing 
that  the  glass  is  gradually  falling,  I  fully  expect  a 
change  in  the  weather  before  this  appears  in  print. 
Anglers  have  got  sick  of  trolling  on  Loch  Ness,  and  won’t 
trouble  it  till  there  is  some  fresh  water  in  it.  On  the 
whole,  angling  on  it  has  been  a  failure  this  season  ;  but 
there  is  still  a  prospect  of  a  run  of  fish  with  the  first 
flood.  Mr.  Davis  advertises  free  fishing  onBiverOich  to 
parties  staying  at  the  Lovat  Anns  Hotel,  Fort  Augustus, 
and  I  exoect  it  will  give  fair  sport  once  it  fills  up.  Mr. 
Hamar  Bass,  M  P.,  has  to-day  left  for  the  south  after  a 
few  weeks  angling  on  Biver  Garry  and  Loch  Oich,  but 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  waters,  his  bag  was  far 
below  what  it  was  this  time  last  year.  Salmon  fry  used 
to  put  in  an  appearance  about  this  time,  but  as  yet  I 
have  heard  of  none  being  seen  this  season.  Quite  a 
number  of  heavy  trout  have  been  got  by  trolling  on  Loch 
Ness  this  season,  and  now  they  are  beginning  to  rise  to 
the  fly.— Hisel. 

Loch.  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.). — On  the  Hotel  water 
onthe7th,Mr.  J.  Macfadyen  caught  a  salmon,  181b.; 
also  Mr.  Thomas  Lord,  one  salmon,  201b.  ,  Mr  James 
Lord,  one  salmon,  20lb.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  J.  Macfadyen 
caught  a  salmon,  281b.  There  has  been  rain  the  last  two 
days,  so  the  fish  should  take  better. — Knight. 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire  (Killin  Hotel). — April  13, 
Mr.  Kendrew,  one  salmon,  181b.  ;  on  the  14th,  two, 
26lh.  and  20lh.  ;  on  the  15th,  two,  181b.  and  14lh. ;  on 
the  17th,  two,  211b.  and  IGlb. ;  on  the  19th,  one,  241b. 
Mr.  Woodall,  on  the  19th,  one,  251b. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Marlee  Loch  (Perth).— Up  to  date,  anglers  have 
been  having  good  baskets.  On  this  loch  the  best  sport 
is  got  in  early  spring,  as,  after  the  pike  begin  to  run 
the  trout  do  not  take,  and  dunng  summer  only  an  excep¬ 
tional  one  is  got.  The  water  is  very  low,  an  unusual 
thing  in  spring,  and  this  is  believed  to  account  for  the 
trout  biting  so  freely.  A  fine  yellow  trout  of  31b.  was 
killed  by  Mr.  P.  J.  Butchart,  and  one  of  4Jlb.  by  Mr. 
G.  G.  Bisset.  A  good  many  have  been  got  weighing 
from  fib.  to  l^lb.  each. — Iasqaib. 

Naver. — Taking  the  continuous  drought  and  bright 
sunshine  into  consideration,  the  wonder  is  that  sport  has 
been  so  good,  for  the  river  is  exceedii  gly  low.  On  the 
10th,  Mr.  Simpson,  Bettyhill  Hotel,  landed  four  salmon, 
ranging  from  71b.  to  lOib.  on  Beat  No.  1  ;  and  on  the 
11th,  Mr.  E.  Simpson  had  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.  on  Bett 
No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  F.  Simpson,  one  of  71b.  on  No.  2. 
Anglers  from  Syre  Lodge  have  had  as  follows,  viz  :  On 
7th'  Mr.  Griffith,  one  sa  mon,  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  one  of 
101b.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Gill,  one  of  7lb.  On  the  10th,  Mr. 
Griffiths  two,  of  91b.  and  9ilb.  ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  one  81b. 
On  the  12th,  Mr.  Griffiths  a  12-pounder  ;  and  on  14th, 
Mr.  Gill,  one  of  12lb.— McB. 

South  of  Scotland. — Bain  has  fallen  at  last,  but  so 
little  of  it  that  the  streams  are  only  benefited  by  a  rise 
of  from  a  foot  to  eighteen  inches.  Sunday  and  Monday 
had  copious  rains,  which  proved  to  be  of  such  benefit  to 
the  pastures  that  vegetation  has  had  new  life  imparted 
to  it.  The  rise  of  water  was  sufficient  to  cause  many 
thousands  of  kelt  salmon  to  descend  bo  the  Solway.  In 
the  Nith  the  salmon  were  watched  by  large  numbers  of 
people.  The  salmon  passed  over  the  weir  at  the  town 
in  hundreds.  The  rise  of  water  has  caused  a  fresh  run 
of  sea  trout  to  come  on  from  the  Solway.  On  Tuesday 
night  there  was  a  fairly  large  show  of  these  merry  little 
fish  making  the  streams.  The  trout  ran  about  1  jib.  to  IJlb. 
each,  a  nice  average  for  the  early  part  of  the  season. 
Sea  trout  fishing,  however,  is  never  of  much  good  in  any 
of  our  South  of  Scotland  rivers  until  May  is  well 
advanced.  True,  a  few  odd  fish  are  picked  up  here  and 
there  by  the  more  persevering  angler,  but  as  a  rule 
the  trout  are  very  shy  and  difficult  to  lure  to  a  fly.  I 
hear  of  one  angler  killing  three  new-run  sea  trout  since 
my  last  notes,  but  these  were  killed  with  brandling 
worm.  There  has  been  a  fair  show  of  salmon  in  the 
Solway  nets  during  the  week,  and  we  anglers  generally 
reckon  the  stock  of  fish  in  our  streams  by  the  catches 
made  in  the  nets  of  the  estuary.  A  good  catch  of  salmon 
and  trout  in  the  nets  means  the  escape  of  a  few  to  the 
fresh  water,  where,  thanks  to  the  riparian  proprietors, 
no  netting  takes  place  in  several  rivers,  and  the  fish 
have  a  free  run.— The  Annan — This  river  up  till 
Wednesday  morning  has  been  extraordinary  low  for  the 
time  of  year,  and  little  sport  has  been  had  on  any  section 
of  the  river.  On  Saturday,  in  the  open  water,  Mr.  W. 


Wright  caught  sixteen  yellow  trout  with  fly  at  the  Old 

Mill.  Mr.  John  Laurie  killed  several  nice  ones,  and  to 
the  previous  day  he  had  five.  The  Bev.  Mr.  F. 
Coleby,  Annan,  caught  five  yellow  trout  on  Friday 
evening.  The  Bev.  George  Kennedy, Newington  Lodge, 
had  a  good  basket  in  the  Warmanbie  water.  Mr.  Matr 
(a  visitor)  killed  about  a  dozen  yellow  trout  on  Saturday, 
near  Ncrthfield,  and  Mr.  MoGivernie,  postmaster,  hac. 
half  a  dozen  in  the  lower  tidal  water,  and  again  on 
Tuesday  he  killed  five.  Mr.  James  Thomson  had  a  brace 
or  two.  None  of  these  trout  weighed  over  lib.  Mr. 
John  Bae  killed,  with  red  worm,  two  very  fine  new  run 
sea-trout  on  Saturday,  which  weighed  31b.  On  Monday 
he  had  another  one  of  lllb.  with  the  same  lure,  on 
Stewart  tackle.  In  the  higher  reaches,  Mr.  Fulton, 
Glasgow,  landed  two  dozen  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Bichard- 
son,  Newcastle,  caught  a  few  brace  on  the  Wamphoray 
water.  Mr.  Symington,  Kelso,  had  a  basket  of  twenty 
on  the  Head  waters.— The  Nith.— This  river  still  gives 
a  poor  account  of  itself  in  the  lower  section,  at  any 
rate.  The  river  nets  sweep  out  the  sea-trout  as  they 
come  into  the  stream,  and  anglers  have  literally  no 
chance  for  sea-trout.  In  the  middle  wate^, 
a  few  yellow  trout  have  been  killed,  but  the 
baskets  are  so  individually  small  that  it  is  unneces¬ 
sary  to  mention  the  names. — The  Galloway  W atebs. 
Sport  has  been  again  of  the  worst  character  during  the 
past  week.  On  the  Dee,  the  Fleet,  and  other  waters, 
very  little  has  been  done.  On  the  Urr  water  a  few  trout 
have  been  caught,  and,  on  the  Dalbeattie  Burn  portion, 
Mr.  Hume  was  reported  as  having  killed  a  brace  of  good 
trout,  weighing  21b. — Ayeshibe  Lochs. — These  lochs 
(Doon  and  Finlas)  have  been  yielding  good  sport  with 
fly.  On  Finlas  Mr.  J.  Gemmel.  jun.,  and  Mr.  J.  Mac¬ 
donald,  out  from  the  Eglinton  Hotel  on  Monday,  killed 
thirty -flve  yellow  trout,  weight  lljlb.  Several  other 
anglers  belonging  to  Dalmelliugton  have  done  pretty 
well.  It  is  expected  that  the  rains  will  still  further 
improve  the  sport.  The  trout  are  in  capital  condition 
this  year,  owing  to  the  abundance  of  food  and  strong 
hatch  of  fly  on  the  lochs. — Loch  Lotus. — A  further 
consignment  of  trout  have  this  week  been  successfully 
taken  from  Craigielands  private  hatchery  to  Loch 
Lotus.  Dumfries  Angling  Association  may  reasonably 
expect  some  good  sport  on  the  loch  next  season. 
Heatheb  Bell. 

SoutK  Uist  -Angling  in  South  Uist  has  now  com¬ 
menced,  and  rhe  several  streams  and  lakes  are  in  fair 
fishing  ply.  The  following  is  the  sport  obtained  by  the 
gentlemen  putting  up  at  Lochboisdale  Hotel  during  the 
past  week.  On  the  3rd  Messrs.  Lockhart,  Manchester, 
and  M‘Laren,  Liverpool,  in  Lower  Kildonan,  twelve  sea 
trout  and  nine  brown  trout,  weighing  2Glb. — the  foBV 
heaviest  being  41b.,  3Jlb.,  3jlb.,  and  31b.  On  the  4th 
the  same  gentlemen,  on  the  same  water,  had  six  sea 
trout  and  five  brown  trout,  weighing  12Jlb.,  heaviest 
fish,  fljlb.  On  the  5th  the  same  gentlemen,  on  Loch-a- 
Bharp,  had  six  sea  and  three  brown  trout,  weighing 
Gjlb.  Strong  south-easterly  gale  all  day,  fishing  from 
side  of  loch.  On  the  6th  the  same  gentlemen,  on  Lower 
Kildonan,  landed  two  sea  and  seven  brown  trout, 
weighing  GJlb.  On  the  7th  Mr,  H.  Chadwick,  on 
Bharp,  bagged  one  fine  sea  and  ten  brown  trout ; 
weather  untavonrable  for  angling.  On  the  8th  Mr. 
Appleyard,  London,  on  Tree  Loch,  twenty-five  brown 
trout  —  13|lb.  ;  Mr.  Chadwick,  on  Lower  Kildonan, 
twelve  brown  trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Lockhart,  on  Bharp, 
sixteen  sea  and  twelve  brown  trout — 121b. — G.  M. 

Spey  (Morayshire).  —  Compared  with  previous 
weeks,  sport  last  week  was  better  than  was  looked  for 
with  such  untoward  weather  and  exceptionally  low 
water,  but  is  still  very  far  short  of  what  it  ought  to  be 
at  this  season.  The  river,  if  anything,  has  moved 
slightly,  which  was  probably  owing  more  to  a  temporary 
cessation  of  the  overnight  frosts  than  to  the  rain  whieh 
has  fallen.  Angling  conditions  are  in  very  truth 
adverse,  and,  as  to  reliability,  the  following  speaks  for 
itself.  Bain,  which  had  been  hanging  about  tor  days,  feL 
on  this  day  week,  but  the  same  evening  the  wind  veered 
into  the  north-east,  and,  with  a  rapidlj -"ailing  tempera¬ 
ture,  snow  began  to  fall,  and  by  Monday  so  piercingly 
cold  had  it  become  that  the  ice  formed  on  standing 
water  owing  to  the  intense  frost.  Before  another 
twenty-four  hours  had  passed,  the  weather  was  again 
summer-like.  Little  wonder  it  is  that  sport  this  week  is 
again  almost  a  blank.  Mr.  McCorquodale,  on  Friday, 
landed  from  the  Ballindalloch  water  two  salmon  weigh¬ 
ing  111b.  and  71b.,  and  one  on  the  previous  day  from  the 
Tulchan  water ;  and  from  the  Laggan  water,  on  Tuesday , . 
Col.  Smith,  Minmore,  grassed  one  of  71b.,  and  on  Friday 
another  of  81b.  From  the  upper  section  of  the  Aberlour 
House  water.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Carron,  landed  one  of  6 Jib.  ; 
and  from  Mr.  Stewart  Menzie’s  water  at  Aikenway, 
on  Thursday,  Major  Grant,  of  Glengrant,  had  one  ot 
101b. ;  and  from  the  Carron  Lodge  water  on  the  following 
day  another  of  81b.  The  best  sport  of  the  week  was 
enioyed  by  Mr.  Heatley  Noble,  Templecombe,  Henley- 
on-Thames,  on  the  Aitheway  water,  who  has  more  than 
once  proved  his  ability  at  a  ”  cast  ”  on  this  section.  On 
Monday  he  banked  one  weighing  91b.  ;  on  Tuesday  two, 
of  181b.  and  91b.  ;  on  Wednesday  three,  of  101b.,  91b.,  and 
7ib. ;  and  on  Friday  two,  of  121b.  and  9ib.  From  the  same 
water  Mr.  Menzies  had  a  101b.  basket  of  finnock  in  an 
hour  or  two.  With  the  water  in  its  present  low  state 
this  was  rather  unique.  On  Tuesday  he  also  killedtwd  ’ 
salmon  of  91b.and81b.  Onthe  CarronLodge  water  during 
the  week  Sir  William  Gordon  Camming,  of  Altyre,  had 
three.  Kelts  are  stillpresentin  large  numbers  as  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  on  one  of  the  lowest  reaches  forty- 
two  of  these  fell  to  the  rod  of  an  angler  in  a  week, 
while  he  had  only  one  clean  fish.  The  net  fishing  on  the 
coast  is  going  from  bad  to  worse,  last  week’s  having 


been  extra  poor.  The  boats  were  at  sea  only  twice,  and 
“eavy  swell  prevented  them  working:  properly. 
Ihe  fish  taken  weighed  from  181b.  to  201b.  and  upward! 
Uuring  the  past  day  or  two  fine  refreshing  showers  of 
fain  have  fallen,  but  a  partial  spate  will  be  necessary 
as  a  greatly  needed  impetus  to  improve  sport  and  brine 
a.i>out  a  revolution  all  round. — J.  M. 

.  Tay  (Perth).— Bain  has  fallen  pretty  frequently 
during  the  past  four  or  five  days,  but  the  river  has  not 
risen  much.  The  weather  is  very  mild  and  warm  and 
rood  sport  among  trout  may  now  be  expected.  On  the 
Stobhall  water,  Col.  Egerton  killed  a  fish  of  131b.  on 
Thursday,  and  Mr.  Panton  one  of  231b.  on  Tuesday. 
Miss  Drummond  had  one  on  Wednesday,  on  the  Stanley 

Vv  ax0r. 

Tummel.  — On  the  Faskally  water,  Mr.  Constable 
balmoyle  killed  a  fish  of  181b.  on  Friday,  and  one  on 
Saturday  211b.  On  the  Easthangh,  Mrs.  Still  killed 
two  on  Tuesday.  21.ilb.  and  271b.  Mr.  Thomson  killed 
pne  on  hisher  s  Hotel  water  on  Monday,  271b. 

Tweed  Teviot.— Up  to  Saturday  last  the  weather 

on  1  weedside  was  good  for  the  season  of  the  year— dry 
with  a  good  deal  of  bright  sunshine,  but  with  a  few 
sharp  touches  of  frost  during  the  evening  and  early 
inoming,  as  much  as  from  7  to  9  degrees  being  registered 
at  some  points.  The  long  continued  drought  had,  up 
to  this  tim^e,  caused  the  rivers  to  run  into  a  very  small 
volume,  while  a  good  many  dead  and  diseased  salmon 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  Tweed ;  in  fact,  nearly  all  the  fish 
that  are  left  in  the  rivers— and  they  are  few— are 
aftected  with  the  Saprolegma  ferae.  A  lowering  glass 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  week  betokened  a  change 
ot  some  kind,  and  on  Saturday  a  bitterly  cold  wind  set 
in  from  the  east,  and  rain  began  to  fall  during  the 
evening,  while  sleet  and  rain  fell  more  or  less  all  the 
following  day.  Monday  and  Tuesday  were  rather  better 
the  atmosphere  during  the  latter  day  being  a  good  deal 
more  genial  and  spring-like,  with  a  few  slight, 
real  April  showers  during  the  afternoon.  Salmon 
angling  is  practically  nil,  while  trout  fishing  is  of  a 
most  unsatisfactory  character.  Of  course  a  fairly 
good  ba,sket  is  noiv  and  again  got,  but  the  majority  of 
Waltonians  baskets  can  be  counted  more  by  ounces 
than  by  pounds.  On  the  Tweed  the  best  takes  range 
from  21b.  up  to  db.,  while  the  baskets  got  on  the  Teviot 
are  recorded  as  from  l‘lb.  to  51b.  These  takes,  how- 
ei  er,  are  the  exceptions,  and  where  one  angler  has  a 
'll  “  oiiiioe.  In  the  Berwick  district 

ot  the  Tweed,  better  sport  seems  to  have  been  got  as 
dishes  of  from  5Jlb.  up  to  9^1b.  are  reported  to  have 
been  killed  last  week.  On  the  Whitadder,  a  few  baskets 
ot  from  21b.  up  to  41b.  have  been  got,  but  on  the  whole 
all  over,  sport  is  poor,  and  until  we  have  a  lot  more 
ram  to  give  us  a  flood,  matters  must  remain  as  they  are 
As  yet  the  rivers  are  untouched,  but  the  sooner  we  have 

Maxwheel  fisheries.— 

Whitadder  (Elleniford).-Rain  has  fallen  since 
Saturday,  with  showers  of  sleet,  but  it  will  take  much 
more  rain  before  there  is  a  flood,  and  that  is  what  the 
river  really  needs,  as  it  is  very  clear  and  bright  Mr 
bt®®d  has  only  been  out  twice.  The  first  day,  for  a 
short  time  he  had  twenty-eight  trout ;  the  second  day 

‘^‘'®  D.ye  water,  he 
had  IflHb.  Mr.  Alexander,  fishing  the  same  day,  had  441b. 
Tuesday,  Mr,  Steed  had  12Jlb.  The  flies  they  were 
^kiag  were  the  March  Brown,  Golden  Plover,  and 
Dark  Bloa.  Mr.  Sayers,  of  Oxford,  had  over  51b 
K.  J.  Fenton. 


Irish  Reports. 


BaHinderry  -Bain  fell  on  Sunday  all  day,  and  put 
^e  river  on  colour,  but  did  not  raise  it  very  much. 
However,  there  was  a  slight  improvement  in  sport  on 
the  Ardtrea  reaches.  Mr.  C.  E.  Stevenson  killed  a  very 
mce  trout  slight  y  over  21b.,  and  a  smaller  one  =  Mr 
V.  ilham  McCord  killed  three,  Willie  Crawford  four,  and 
your  correspondent  landed  a  brace,  on  a  Devon  bait, 
lib.  and  11b.  ..oz.  On  the  Coagh  and  lower  water  bait- 
fi-sliers  were  very  busy.  Pike  are  being  cleared  out 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  a  half-imbecile 
bailiff  has  got  the  run,”  and  a  smart  ex-revenue 
policeman,  named  Allen,  appointed  instead. — J.  A  B 

Bann  (Toome  Bridge).-By  Friday  the  lower 
Bann  will  be  in  prime  order  for  artificial  fly-fishing  after 
the  freshets  of  the  early  part  of  the  week.  The  freshet 
did  not  raise  the  water  so  much  as  it  coloured  it  darkly 
Of  course  bait-fishers  made  a  haul  on  the  Gardenia' 
white  grub,  and  caddis-bait,  especially  on  the  smaller 
tributaries.  Some  Engbsh  anglers  are  expected  shortly 
at  the  O  Neill  Arms  Hotel,  which,  since  it  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  F .  Grant,  a  Glasgow  man,  has  been  altered 
made  more  commodious,  and  renovated  generally.  ’ 

river  was  out  of  form  in  the  early 
1  getting  into  rare  fettle  for 

artmcials.  If  no  more  come,  prime  sport  should  be 
fbiTr®.!  o?  the  week.  Since  the  season  opened, 

''®®“  ''®'‘^®*'  P®®*"-  inasmuch 
that  no  ram  fell  from  the  19th  ult.  till  Saturday  night 
when  It  came  down  gently,  and  continued  constantly  the 
following  day  On  the  Torrent  tributary  m!  J 

bSsSw''I.T  “ 

Down)  —Since  the  rains  of  Sunday 
gelled  this  stream,  sport  has  brightened  up  a  little. 
White  trout  are  appearing  in  greater  numbers  and  a 
flood  or  two  more  would  stock  the  river  well.  But 
^“•*5  hrown  trout  fishing  on  the  Kilmore 
reaches  during  the  early  part  of  this  week.  Poaching 
on  this  stream  is  greatly  decreased,  as  the  river  is  being 


m®ra  strictly  looked  after.  Formerly  netting  in  broad 
daylight  was  a  common  occurrence. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
continues  rather  poor,  but  the  weather  has  been  un¬ 
favourable  for  angling,  being  too  bright  up  to  Sunday, 
and  too  rainy  and  wild  since.  Since  last  report.  Major 
Cresswell  has  had  two  salmon,  12Jlb.  and  121b  •  Mr 
Mason,  one.  91b.,  and  Dan  Leary  two,  12Jlb.  and  ll.ilb! 
— Thos.  j.  Denneht. 

Lough  Melvin  and  Bundrowes  — There  was  no 
i^mprovement  in  the  weather  during  the  past  week,  and 
but  few  anglers  were  out  on  either  lough  or  river  ’still 
the  few  who  were  out  on  Melvin  had  fair  sport,  as 
follows  :  Col.  Wilson  on  Monday,  one  salmon,  1441b.  ; 
Mr.E.  G.  Bawden,  on  Tuesday,  one  Salmon,  91b. ;  Mr! 
H.  De  La  Poer-Tracy,  on  Tuesday,  one  salmon,  121b  • 
Col.  Wilson,  on  Tuesday,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  Cap't’ 
Barton,  one  salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  F.  Mortimer,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  one  salmon,  121b.;  Mr.  H.  De  La  Poer-Tracy 
one  salmon,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Mortimer,  on  Thursday,  one 
salmra,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  E.  E.  G.  Bawden,  one  salmon,  91b  • 
Air.  D.  Browne,  one  salmon,  111b.  and  a  nice  basket  of 
six^en  trout ;  Air.  H.  Clancey,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  ;  Air. 
E.  G.  Bawden,  on  Saturday,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  8P)  • 
Mr.  H.  Slaviii,  one  salmon,  9Jlb.  A  few  fair  baskets  of 
trout  were  also  taken,  and  one  ferox  of  SJlb.  Little 
nshiDfif  was  done  on  Bundrowes,  owing  to  the  water 
being  BO  low.  A  good  run  of  fish  took  place  on  Thursday 
and  Friday. — M.  Bogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  N’eagh.  Pollen  netting  is  improving,  and 
recently  some  very  nice  lake  trout  have  been  taken  by 

the  fishers.  The  agitation  amongst  the  latter  for  changes 

in  the  fishery  laws  has  greatly  subsided,  and  may  be 
looked  on  as  defunct.  The  eel  fishing— now  the  staple 
industry  of  the  lough— will  shortly  start.  Bait  fishing 
for  brown  trout  in  the  numerous  burns  that  now  run 
into  the  lough  is  prime  at  present.  Recently  the  bailiffs 
seized  a  number  of  poachers’  nets  set  in  the  Six  Alile 
water  tributary  on  the  Antrim  shore.— J.  A.  B. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  Co 
Tyrone).— Since  my  last  report,  the  long-wished-for 
ram  has  come,  and  on  Sunday  night,  Monday,  and 
iuesday  morning  the  streams  vvere  pretty  high  The 
Mourne  is  settling  into  good  ply,  and  trout  anglers  who 
intend  visiting  it  should  do  so  at  once.  A  few  nice 
trout  were  killed  on  the  worm.  Air.  G.  Fulton  being 
pretty  successful.  Air.  Pulton  had  a  queer  experience 
a  few  evenings  ago.  While  fly-fishing  he  hooked  a 
Jeiikin  or  .salmon  fry,  which  he  had  just  raised 
^®®‘  ®’^^  ®^  ^^®  river,  preparatory  to  taking  it 
off,  when  a  trout  rose  at  the  Jenkin,  tore  its  side,  and 
then  falling  back  fouled  itself  on  another  book  on  the 
cast.  After  a  smart  ten  minutes’  play  Air  Fulton 
landed  the  trout,  which  tipped  the  scale  at  2ilb.— a  fine 
fish. 

Moy  and  Lakes  Ballina. — We  have  had  a  nice 
Chang®  of  weather.  Within  the  last  few  days  a  good 
bit  of  lain  has  fallen,  and  the  wind  has  gone  round  to 
south-west.  Since  then  salmon  are  ascending  the  river 
more  ^  numerous,  and  angling  has  improved.  Mr.  A, 
Larminie  had  two  fish  on  Wednesday,  weighing  121b  ’ 
141b.  On  Saturday  Capt.  Jones  one  fish,  191b. ;  the  ICth’ 
Mr.  H  Scroop  one  fish,  131b.  ;  the  17th,  Mr.  AI.  Eoche’ 

’  ^^®  19th,  Capt.  Jones  two  salmon,  171b.! 
141b.  Trout  are  rising  more  freely  on  the  Loughs  than 
they  were  before  the  change  set  in,  and  some  nice 
baskets  of  fish  were  obtained  lately  by  the  Eev  J 
Thornton  and  the  Eev.  Air.  Buckler  and  Capt.  Jones  — 
Peank  Heaens. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  The 

much  wished  for  rain  has  at  length  descended,  and 
already  the  fishing  has  considerably  improved.  The 
weather  now  is  simply  perfect,  and,  as  there  are  good 
of  salmon  in  all  parts  of  the  river,  anglers 
should  have  some  nice  sport  for  the  next  few  weeks. 
April  13th,  Air.  E.  Wilson,  London,  killed  on  the  pre¬ 
serves,  one  salmon,  131b.  ;  15th,  W.  Ives  got  a  salmon  of 
2olb.  ;  Ibth,  one,  IClb  ;  J.  Johnson,  one,  101b. ;  17th  Mr. 

J.  Stanley  Mott,  on  Air.  W.  Young’s  preserves,  had  a 
fish  of  131b.  ;  Air.  C.  Lefroy,  one.  24|lb.  ;  17th,  W.  Ellis 
and  Henry  Johnson  killed,  on  the  Sohromel,  a  fine 
springer  of  271b;  18tb,  Air.  E.  Wilson  landed  two 
springers,  241b.  and  211b.  We  will  not  feel  the  time 
passing  now  until  his  Alajesty  King  Green  Drake  will 
pitch  ms  camp  on  lovely  Lough  Derg,  so  we  must  begin 
to  make  preparations  to  give  him  and  his  extensive 
suite  a  fitting  reception.  I  anticipate  a  very  early 
appearance  of  the  beloved  Drake  this  time,  but  I 
will  not  fail  to  give  my  English  friends,  through 
your  columns,  the  very  earliest  intimation  of  the 
nappy  event.  Let  those  who  list  write  to  me  for 
all  particulars  as  to  flies,  tackle,  &c.,  for  the  lake 
trouting.  I  know  something  worth  knowing  about 
a  particular  hook  for  the  dapping,  and  also  as  to  the 
thickness  of  the  gut.  Next  week  I  shall  hope  to  give 
my  angling  readers  a  few  further  details  which  may  be 
useful  to  them.  During  the  past  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  I  have  received  from  English  anglers  more 
enquiries  about  fishing  on  the  Shannon  and  Lough  Derg 
^an  in  any  season  for  the  last  thirty  years.— S.  3. 
urle  y  . 


®"®  salmon,  211b.  ;  18th,  one  salmon 
19ilb.— John  Enright  and  Son.  ’ 

West  Meatk  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar).— 

The  very  salutary  change  in  the  weather  which  took 
place  on  Sunday  last  will  most  likely  very  materially 
benefit  angling  interests.  Up  to  the  present,  with  the 
exception  of  an  occasional  day,  sport  on  both  lakes  and 
rivers  was  at  a  very  low  standard.  The  Green  Drake, 
it  is  expected,  will  make  its  appearance  very  early  this 
year.  I  have  heard  that  one  was  caught  at  Lough 
Ennell  on  April  15.  The  tributaries  of.  the  Boyne  have 
suffered  severely  from  poachers  this  season  in  con- 
seijuence  of  the  lowness  and  clearness  of  the  water,  and 
from  having  no  protection,  snaring  trout  being  a 
practice  largely  indulged  in ;  netting,  gaffing,  and  also 
the  use  of  dynamite.  I  am  credibly  informed,  being  not 
infrequent.— T.  J.  W.  >  s 

Woodbum  Lakes  (Co.  Antrim).— Angling  is 
improving  on  these  lakes,  preserved  by  the  Belfast 
Angling  Association.  Mr.  Meenan,  J.P.,  the  treasurer 
of  the  B.A.A.,  had  nineteen  trout,  and  Air.  Bennett  had 
fifteen.  Mr.  W.  B.  Fennell  (a  tyro  who  promises  excel¬ 
lently),  had  three  three-quarter-pounders  under  the 
skilful  coaching  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy,  sec.  B.A.A.  and 
president  of  the  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club.  The 
B.A.A.  recently  secured  angling  privileges  on  Stoney- 
ford  Lake,  160  acres  in  area. — J.  A.  B. 


New  Zealand  Fish. — A  very  interesting  specimen 
shipment  of  fish  from  New  Zealand  estuaries  has  just 
reached  England  by  the  s  s.  “Maori,”  from  Lyttleton. 
The  fish  were  brought  by  Mr.  Troan,  chief  engineer  of 
the  ship,  for  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  whose  head¬ 
quarters  are  at  Brighton.  Mr.  Troan  was  introduced  to 
the  society  by  Dr.  Snell,  and  at  once  took  an  interest  in 
it.  The  parcel  consists  of  a  yellow  tail  or  habnka, 
weighing  about  451b.— the  head  is  being  set  up  in  a 
frame — a  barracouta,  a  bntterfish,  a  schuapper,  several 
gar  fish,  and  smaller  specimens.  The  small  fish  are 
being  preserved  in  spirits.  The  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Society  deserves  great  praise  for  having  brought  New 
Zealand  fish  under  the  notice  of  English  fishermen  and 
others  interested  in  the  subject,  and  we  understand  that 
its  efforts  will  be  directed  also  to  obtaining  specimens  of 
acclimatised  fish  from  New  Zealand  rivers  and  lakes. 
It  certainly  has  the  great  advantage  of  numbering 
amongst  its  members  a  gentleman  who  has  fished  New 
Zealand  rivers,  lakes,  and  estuaries,  and  Australian  and 
Eastern  waters  as  well,  in  fact,  an  enthusiast  in  the  pis¬ 
catorial  art— Air.  W.  J.  Holland.  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth,  or 
his  coadjutor,  Mr.  Gillam,  will  have  pleasure  in  showing 
these  trophies  to  any  scientific  enquirers  as  soon  as  they 
are  set  up  at  the  society’s  headquarters.  Arch  No.  104, 
on  the  King’s-road  Brighton.  New  Zealanders  have 
cause  to  thank  the  society  for  calling  the  attention  of 
people  in  the  old  country  to  another  item  in  the  wealth 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  colony.  Regarding  New  Zea¬ 
land  sea-fish,  Gisborne  says:— “New  Zealand  ichthyo¬ 
logy  presents  a  very  distinct  character,  and  affords  a 
wide  field  for  further  observation  and  scientific  investi¬ 
gation,”  and  Hursthouse,  speaking  of  New  Zealand  sea- 
fish  says  :  “  The  best  are  the  John  Dory,  the  habuka  (a 

sort  of  cod),  the  inoki,  the  wharehou,  the  patiki  or 
fiounder,  the  kawai  (a  coarse  common  fish,  rising  at  the 
fly  in  tidal  waters,  and  sometimes  dubbed  the  salmon), 
and  some  mullet,  rock-cod,  bastard  skate,  schnapper, 
and  herring.  Crawfish,  rock-oysters,  fine  cockles  and 
mussels  are  abundant,  but  shrimps  and  crabs  are  smaU 
and  worthless.” 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
applied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Eegistered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,^  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Ma>rks,  7b,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C«  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers : 

A.  W.  Stratton,  of  London,  for  improvements  in  books 
or  cases  for  holding  artificial  flies  for  fishing 
purposes. 

C.  F.^  Alii  ward  and  G.  E.  Reading,  of  London,  for  new 
or  improved  machinery  to  be  employed  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  fish  hooks. 

W.  Gunn,  of  Glasgow,  for  improvements  in  and 
relating  to  trawl-beams  and  trawl-heads  used  in  key 
rings. 


REAoY  i>ay. 


Sbaunoii  (CastleconneU). — Eain  has  at  last  come, 
Md  now  anglers  are  more  hopeful.  On  Doonass,  Mr. 

salmon  181b. :  15th,  one  salmon,  131b.:  18th,  two  sal- 

Morgan,  on  Proppect,  got  a 
salmon  on  13tb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  W,  H. 
Cripps  got,  on  13th,  one  salmon,  181b.;  15th,  two  sal- 
mon,  161b.  and  Ibjlb.  Mrs.  W.  C.  Jones,  on  Hermitage, 
got  an  181b.  salmon  on  12th.  Capt.  Bayly,  on  Wood! 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to  Sampson  Low, 
AIaeston  &  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London,  for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLEE’S  DIAEY  for  1893, 

Which  contains  information  on  the  [following  subjects  : 
—Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing  Stations  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  Africa,  America,  Asia,  Europe, 
Australasia,  &o. ;  the  Close  SEAsoNsand  Cost  of  Rod 
Licenses  in  the  United  Kingdom;  Pages  in  Diary 
form,  for  entering  takes  of  fish,  &o.,  &c. 
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ANGLING  IN  SCOM^LAND. 


A  CHAPTER  ON  FLIES. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


Before  the  season  has  further  advanced,  and 
ere  yet  the  immense  crowds  of  tourist  anglers 
that  annnally  from  the  cities  and  south  of  the 
Tweed  pour  into  all  Scotland,  and  like  swarms  of 
locusts  spread  themselves  over  all  her  angling 
waters  from  Maidenkirk  to  John  o’  Groats,  have 
crowded  the  trains,  steamboats,  hotels,  and 
summer  lodgings  once  again,  I  think  it  desirable 
to  give  for  the  benefit  chiefly  of  the  uninitiated, 
or  the  but  partly  experienced  in  Scotch  fishings, 
whet  her  for  salmon,  or  sea  -  trout  or  common 
trout,  such  hints  in  the  matter  of  flies  as  from 
personal  experience  and  the  experience  of  others 
1  have  confidence  will  prove  of  some  service, 
leading  probably  to  the  saving  of  time  and 
expense,  and  the  securing  of  such  good  sport  as 
might  not  otherwise  be  obtained. 

As  concerns  salmon  flies  I  may  mention  at  tbe 
outset — and  as  a  point  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  observe — that  the  old  theory  of  a  bright  fly  for 
a  dull  day,  and  a  dull  fly  for  a  bright  day  has  now 
become  utterly  exploded.  I  do  not  mean  that  dull 
flies  never  prove  of  use  on  bright  days,  or  vice 


versa,  but  my  readers  will  understand  that  with 
the  water  in  a  normal  state  (as  opposed  to  being 
muddy  or  much  discoloured)  there  is  most  sport 
to  be  got  by  the  angler  who  consistently  uses  a 
bright  fly  on  a  bright  day,  and  a  dull  fly  on  a  dull 
day. 

Another  point  of  importance  to  note  is  that  on 
purely  Highland  rivers  which  run  through 
extensive  mossy  tracts,  and  so  are  mainly  surface 
fed,  the  fish,  because  of  the  water  being  darker, 
take  most  readily  flies  a  good  deal  larger  in  size 
than  those  that  are  used  at  the  same  season  with 
the  maximum  of  success  on  rivers  which  are 
much  clearer  in  the  bottom,  of  clearer  water,  and 
possibly  of  considerably  larger  size.  To  illustrate 
this  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  an  example  or  two. 
From  about  the  present  time  of  the  year  and 
onward  until  the  summer  has  ended,  the  salmon 
take  in  the  Tweed,  in  the  Dee.  and  in  the  Avon, 
freest  of  all  such  flies  as  are  little  better  than 
ordinary  sea-trout  size,  while  in  the  Dionard, 
the  Laxford,  the  Kirkaig,  and  the  Inver,  all 
dark  water  streams,  they  rarely  are  at  all 
readily  caught  with  flies  less  than  twice  the 
size. 

What  I  consider  bright  flies  are  those  which 
have  a  good  shine  in  the  water.  I  do  not  mean  a 
gaudy  show ;  I  draw  a  distinction  in  this  respect. 
Plies  may  be  gaudy  and  yet  not  bright ;  and, 
dissimilarly,  a  fly  may  be  dark  and  yet  bright. 
A  black  body  well  tinselled  up  is  a  bright  fly — 
bright  indeed — in  clear  water.  What  I  consider 
dull  flies  are  those  that  are  the  antithesis  of 
bright  flies.  Areal  dull  fly  usually  has  a  plain 
wing,  for  example,  of  dark  mallard,  with  a  body 
of  mohair,  black  or  brown,  and  a  hackle  similar 
or  nearly  so  in  tone,  and  is  very  sparingly  ribbed 
with  the  narrowest  of  tinsel.  Many  other  dull 
patterns  might  be  mentioned,  among  them  the 
Black  Doctor,  which  when  sparingly  tinselled 
and  well  toned  down  in  the  wing,  with  darkish 
feather  and  dark  green,  is  a  very  fatal  low  water 
dull  day  pattern. 

For  semi-dull  days — neither  very  dull  nor  very 
bright — of,  so  to  speak,  blinky  uncertain  light, 
such  flies  as  the  Jock  Scott,  Silver  Scott,  Bull¬ 
dog,  Dalhousie,  and  the  like  description  prove 
perhaps  as  certain  and  general  killers  as  any 
that  1  could  name.  The  sizes  of  hooks  required 
for  salmon  angling  during  the  period  I  have 
named,  are  comprised  in  Bartleet  and  Sons’ 
scale,  the  numbers  ranging  from  No.  8  (the 
smallest)  to  1,2  (the  largest).  Seldom  for  the 
lowest  and  finest  of  waters,  and  the  calmest 
and  clearest  of  days  is  a  less  size  of  hook  than 
No.  8  required,  provided  it  is  not  too  bulkily 
dressed.  But  sometimes  it  may  be  found  that  a 
larger  than  lA  is  required  to  ensure  success  in 
the  strong  runs  of  the  peat-stained  rivers,  when 
the  water  is  “  up  a  bit,”  and  the  weather  is  dark 
and  stormy. 

Among  the  flies  I  recommend  to  be  used  for 
salmon  and  grilse  fishing  on  bright  days  are : — 
Silver  Doctor,  Blue  Charm,  Sun-fly,  Golden  W asp. 
Golden  Blue,  Fail-rae-never,  Blue  Doctor,  Green 
Peacock,  Silver  Blue,  Dustv  Miller,  Dunkeld, 
Green  Mantle,  Popham,  and  Kellie.  The  other  pat¬ 
terns  excellent  for  summer  fishing,  and  from 
amongst  which  may,  for  dull  days  as  well  as 
blinky  days,  be  selected  patterns  to  suit  any 
river : — Childers,  Black  Doctor,  Dunt,  Jock  Scott, 
Claret  Jock,  Bulldog,  Butcher,  Silver  Gray, 
Thunder  and  Lightning,  Lady  Caroline.  Purple 
King,  Macintyre,  Wilkinson,  Sir  Richard, 
Bumble,  Poynder,  Dalhousie,  Greenwell,  and 
Carnegie. 

Loch  Trout  Flies. 

Not  simply  as  the  result  of  my  own  experience, 
but  as  expressing  pretty  generally  the  opinion  of 
a  good  many  tackle  makers,  and  of  lots  of  anglers 
more  expert  in  trouting  than  myself,  who  have 
fished  a  great  deal  from  year  to  year  on  the  lochs 
of  Scotland,  do  I  submit  that  the  following,  as  a 
limited  number  of  flies,  are  unsurpassed  as  an 
all  round  range  for  the  trout  of  the  Scottish 
lochs.  There  is  no  loch  I  believe  on  which  one 
or  other  of  them,  if  dressed  a  suitable  size,  will 
fail  to  bring  as  good  results  to  the  angler  as  any 
other  pattern  that  may  be  used.  The  whole 
range  is  also,  as  a  general  one,  particularly  suit¬ 
able  for  sea-trout,  andfinnock  in  the  lochs,  rivers, 
streams,  and  estuaries  of  purely  Highland  dis¬ 
tricts.  The  descriptions,  given  with  great 
I  minuteness  of  detail  in  order  to  render  copy¬ 
ing  easy  for  amateurs,  as  well  as  for  professionals 


who  may  wish  to  have  a  range  which  they 
may  with  confidence  recommend  to  any  one, 
are ; — 

1.  Orange  and  Bustard. 

2.  Scarlet  and  Teal. 

3.  Hecham  Pecham. 

4.  Dark  Heather  Moth. 

5.  G  reen  IMantle. 

6.  Claret  and  Mallard. 

7.  Zulu. 

Best  Patterns  in  Genekal. 

1.  Zulu. — Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail,  scarlet  ibis 
or  scarlet  wool,  ibis  greatly  preferred ;  body, 
black  floss;  ribbed,  flat  silver  tinsel;  backle, 
black  Spanish  hen  hackle  (full,  flobby,  glossy- 
green  hued,  and  without  any  taper  on  it  if  possi¬ 
ble),  from  tag  to  head. 

2.  Green  Mantle  (excellent  loch  pattern, 
particularly  good  in  May-fly  time). — Tag,  gold 
twist ;  tail,  a  topping ;  body,  bright  green  seal 
fur  (much  picked  out),  and  hackle  of  the  same 
shade  all  the  way  down  body;  ribbed,  oval  gold 
tinsel;  wings,  double  strips,  distinctly  marked 
very  dark  mallard. 

3.  Claret  and  Mallard. — Tag,  silver  twist, 
and  a  turn  of  canary  floss  ;  tail,  a  topping ;  body, 
bright  claret  seal  fur,  fairly  picked  out ;  hackle, 
claret  magenta,  at  shoulder  only ;  ribbed,  oval 
gold  tinsel ;  wings,  double  strips,  distinctly 
marked  very  dark  mallard. 

4.  Orange  and  Bustard. — Tag,  silver  twist; 
no  tail ;  body,  medium  orange  seal  fur,  very  much 
picked  out ;  ribbed,  oval  silver  tinsel ;  red  cock 
hackle  at  shoulder  ;  wings,  light  bustard. 

5.  Scarlet  and  Teal. — Tag,  gold  twist;  tail, 
fibres  of  teal  or  widgeon  ;  body,  scarlet  seal  fur, 
well  picked  out ;  ribbed,  treble  gold  twist ; 
hackle,  red  cock,  at  shoulder  only ;  wings,  double 
strips,  distinctly  marked  teal  or  widgeon. 

6.  Hechaji  Pecham. — Tag,  silver  tinsel;  tail, 
fibres  red  cock  hackle  ;  body,  hare’s  ear  (Scolticc, 
hare’s  lug) ;  backle,  red  cock  at  shoulder  only ; 
wings,  white  tip  mallard  feather,  with  a  nice 
glossy  green  sheen  on  it. 

7.  Woodcock  and  Yellow. — Tag,  gold  tinsel ; 
tail,  fibres  of  mallard ;  body,  yellow  mohair,  well 
picked  out ;  ribbed,  flat  gold  tinsel ;  hackle,  red 
cock  hackle  at  shoulder  only ;  wings,  woodcock  ; 
cheeks,  jungle  fowl  (with  or  without  as  suits  the 
fancy). 

8.  Watson’s  Fancy. — Tag,  silver  tinsel ;  tail, 
small  crest ;  body,  one  third  red  floss,  the 
remainder  black  floss  ;  ribbed,  flat  silver  tinsel ; 
hackle,  black  cock  hackle  ;  wings,  raven,  or  any 
suitable  jet  black  feather;  cheeks,  one  small 
jungle  fowl  spot. 

Best  Patterns  in  Special  Cases. 

1.  Light  Heather  Moth. — Tail,  fibres  of 
mallard;  body,  mouse  colour  seal  fur;  ribbed, 
flat  silver  tinsel ;  hackle,  grey  hen  hackle  (full 
and  fluffy,  with  sand  colour  tips — difficult  to  pro¬ 
cure)  from  tail  to  head. 

2.  Dark  Heather  Moth. — Tail,  fibres  of 
mallard ;  body,  water-rat  fur ;  ribbed,  silver 
thread;  hackle,  dark  grey  hen  hackle  (full  and 
fluffy,  with  lightish  tips)  from  tail  to  head. 

3.  White  Tip. — Tail,  a  topping;  body,  two 
turns  yellow,  the  rest  black  seal  fur,  much  picked 
out ;  ribbed,  treble  silver  twist ;  hackle,  black 
cock  hackle  down  the  black  seal  fur;  wings, 
white  tip  mallard  feather,  with  a  nice  greens  heen 
on  it. 

4.  Cinnamon. — Tag,  silver  twist ;  tail,  fibres  of 
red  cock  hackle ;  body,  dark  cinnamon  seal  fur, 
not  much  picked  out;  ribbed,  silver  thread; 
black  and  red  cock  hackle  at  shoulder ;  wings, 
cinnamon-brown  hen  feather,  or  partridge  tail 
feather,  the  latter  preferred. 

Yellow  Trout  Flies. 

For  the  early  season  free  rising  large  trout  of 
the  justly  celebrated  Don,  Deveron,  and  Findhorn, 
as  also  for  the  trout  of  Tay,  Spey,  Ythan,  and 
most  of  the  other  rivers  and  streams  of  Scotland, 
a  range  of  flies  to  contain  as  good  patterns  as  can 
be  used  between  the  present  date  and  the  end  of 
May,  I  am,  from  all  data  in  my  possession,  fully 
persuaded  to  believe  should  be  somewhat  as 
follows: — Light  March  Brown,  Dark  March 
Brown,  Greenwell’s  Glory,  Stone -fly.  Hare 
Lug,  Patterson’s  Favourite,  Blue  Dun,  Olive 
Quill,  Priest,  Cowdung,  Partrige  Ruff,  and 
Professor. 


8.  Light  Heather  Moth. 

9.  White  Tip. 

10.  Cinnamon. 

11.  Woodcock  and 

Yellow. 

12.  Watson’s  Fancy. 
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Finxock  and  Sea-Trout. 


In  the  rivers — tide  and  nether  reaches — along 
the  whole  of  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  there  can 
hardly  at  the  present  time,  and  for  a  while  to 
come,  be  used  for  either  finnock  or  adult  sea- 
trout  better  flies  than  March  Brown,  Teal  and 
Green  (silk  body).  Teal  and  Scarlet  (silk  body). 
Hare  Lug,  Saltoun,  lied  Quill, Olive  Quill,  and  Gray 
Quill.  The  three  Quills  are  noted  killers  when 
the  water  is  low  and  clear.  For  the  sea-trout 
elsewhere  in  Scotland  several  of  the  flies 
inentioned  in  this  list  are  no  doubt  good ;  but  in 
the  range  suitable  for  loch  and  sea-trout  appearing 
above,  there  are  patterns  which  suit  much  better 
the  taste  of  the  sea-trout  in  nearly  every  locality, 
and  very  especially  the  Highland  localities. 

Among  the  artificial  lures  used  with  much 
success  in  tidal  reaches  for  the  capture  of  finnock, 
and  adult  sea-trout,  the  former  especially,  may  be 
mentioned  :  the  clear  Devon,  the  various  coloured 
tubes,  the  different  sorts  of  creepers  and  dandies, 
the  Wriggler  or  Dulce-winger,  the  Stand-by,  and 
the  Lnionist,”  the  latter  an  old  lure,  under  a 
new  title,  composed  of  a  Stewart  tackle  tinselled 
with  silver,  and  enveloped  on  either  side  by  a 
narrow  longish  grey  cock  hackle.  These  several 
lures  are,  however,  not  of  much  account  after 
April,  but  earlier  in  the  season  they  are  wonder- 
again  in  autumn  in  the  localities 
where  they  are  severally  much  in  use. 

About  the  present  time  of  the  year,  trolling  with 
the  sand-eel  in  such  famous  localities  as  the  Kyles 
of  Tongue,  and  Durness,  gets  to  be  good,  and, 
conditions  keeping  favourable,  continues  to 
improve  until  about  the  middle  of  June,  after 
M'hich— as  nothing  is  certain  about  it— it  may  or 
may  not  continue  of  much  excellence  for  a  period 
of  six  weeks  or  thereby. 
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Overscaig  Hotel,  writes  : — “  I  will  gladly  adver¬ 
tise  as  usual,  and  take  in  the  Gazette,  and  also 
send  you  all  special  notices,  for  it  is  worth  doing 
to  your  paper.  The  Gazette  is  the  most  popular 
that  comes  my  way.  I  hope  if  you  have  a 
sketcher  in  the  Xorth  that  he  will  come  here, 
for  an  artist  would  get  lots  of  splendid  loch  and 
river  scenes  in  this  district.  Its  being  rather 
out  of  the  artists’  route  one  has  never  yet 
chanced  to  come  here,  so  there  is  a  treat  for  a 
good  man  such  as  you  have  been  sending  round, 
lots  of  rare  grand  stuff.” 


By  Mac. 

The  Duke  of  Sutherland  and  the  Earl  of  Cro¬ 
marty  have  goue  to  Dunrobin,  where  his  grace  is 
engaged  with  estate  matters,  of  which  the  angling 
and  salmon  fishing  form  a  very  large  part. 

Both  kelts  and  smolts  are  now  extremely  keen 
on  getting  seaward.  Every  day  more  and  more 
young  salmon  are  taking  on  the  smolt  dress,  and 
dropping  down  river  slowly.  The  little  moves  of 
the  water,  which  have  been  had  in  several  of  the 
pvers,  would  appear  to  do  admirably  in  facilitat¬ 
ing  progress.  The  kelts,  however,  require  more 
water,  but  unquestionably  they  are  now  ripe  to 
go.  Their  shoaling  was  observed  with  interest 
by  anglers  on  many  rivers  last  week,  when  there 
was  a  slight  increase  of  the  volume  of  water,  but 
unfortunately  this  lasted  for  too  short  a  time  to 
permit  of  a  wholesale  exodus. 

seaboard  man  writes  : 
— “  Mr.  Meinnes,  Lochmaddv,  has  leased,  and  will 
take  on  the  business  of.  Tongue  Hotel  with  the 
fashings  at  the  coming  May  term.  There  is  no 
good  salmon  fishing  in  our  northern  salmon  rivers 
at  present,  for  the  reason  the  weather  is  too 
brighC  still,  and  dry.  The  Xaver,  Borgie,  Halla- 
dale,  Hope,  and  Forss  are  all  doing  poorly  com¬ 
paratively.  I  am  told  that  in  the  Sandside  burns 
—mere  rills— where  the  salmon  fry  and  year-olds 
have  been  turned  in  for  the  last  few  years,  there 
are  a  great  many  smolts  ready  to  go  to  the  sea, 
in  some  of  the  lower  poolets  regular  shoals  of 
them.  Saturday,  the  1.5th,  Colonel  Phillpotts, 
House  rod,  got  seven  fine  fish 
off  the  Forss  river.  This  take  is  the  best  that 
has  come  to  my  knowledge  for  some  time. 
Grouse  are  nesting  early  and  having  splendid 
weather  for  it ;  so  far  no  signs  of  disease  in 
.Sutherland  or  Caithness.  The  continued  fine 
weather  will  make  loch  fishing  three  weeks  earlier 
than  usual.  This  can  be  foreseen  in  the  fact  that 
already  there  is  any  amount  of  insect  life  about. 

1  esterday  the  trout  were  rising  freely  at  the 
natural  fly  on  the  lochs  around  Melvich.  Very 
few  sea.fish  are  being  got  off  the  north  coast  at 
present ;  indeed,  scarcely  sufficient  for  the  local 
fishermen  to  bait  their  lobster  creels  with.  The 
catches  of  lobsters  are  very  fair  all  along.’’ 

Mr.  Duncan  Mackay,  mine  genial  host  of 


Last  week  sport  was  grand  with  finnock  in 
the  nether  and  tidal  reaches  of  most  of  the  rivers 
running  out  along  the  east  coast  of  Scotland 
between  the  Tweed  and  the  Xess.  On  the  whole, 
the  week  proved  the  best  one  that  has  been  of 
the  early  season  nearly  all  round.  A  little  fresh 
moved  the  rivers  and  put  the  finnock  keen  on 
the  edge,  but  a  day  or  two  after  they  were  found 
to  nearly  all  have  cleared  out  of  the  nether 
reaches  (which  are  non-tidal)  of  a  number  of  the 
rivers.  From  a  state  of  actually  steering  with 
fish  to  a  state  about  completely  fishless,  the 
finnock  reaches  other  than  tidal  of  at  least  half 
a  dozen  rivers  practically  changed  in  one  day, 
so  sudden  was  the  transition.  The  tidal  waters 
of  most  of  the  east  coast  rivers  will  continue  for 
some  time  longer  to  give  fair  finnock  fishing, 
but  for  the  early  season  this  sort  of  sport  has  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  gone  past  in  the  non- 
tidal  lengths  of  all  the  Scotch  rivers  of  the  east 
coast  south  of  the  Spey.  Xathless  there  ought 
still,  and  before  the  summer  comes,  to  be  a  lot 
of  good  finnock  fishing  had  on  Lossie,  Spey, 
Findhorn,  Xess  and  Beauly. 

Sport  on  the  Awe  has  improved  latterly.  This 
week  a  number  of  fish  have  been  killed,  several 
of  them  on  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  stretch.  This  is 
good  for  the  Awe,  so  early. 

This  is  now  the  best  time  of  the  year  for  salmon 
angling  on  upper  Spey,  which  always  between 
the  middle  of  April  and  the  end  of  May,  yields 
most  sport  of  the  whole  river ;  but  there  continues 
still  to  be  a  great  cry  for  rain.  Mr.  Macdonald, 
of  the  Grant  Arms,  Grantown,  has  secured  a  first- 
rate  stretch  of  water  which  would  yield  good  sport 
if  only  conditions  would  turn  more  auspicious,  j 

The  Lochy  Spean  angling  is  progressing,  but 
not  for  its  early  days  of  the  season  so  brilliantly 
as  usual.  A  decided  change  of  the  weather 
would  give  it  a  great  hitch- up. 

In  respect  of  salmon  angling,  the  Tweed  is 
still  doing  miserably,  as  also  are  the  rivers  of 
Ayrshire  and  the  Solway.  Independent  of  the 
dry  weather  the  desperate  netting  itself  is  quite 
enough  to  ”  floor  ”  the  angling  in  the  rivers  of 
these  southern  parts  of  Scotland. 

The  first  prize  in  the  Perthshire  Club  competi¬ 
tion  held  on  Loch  Leven  on  Tuesday,  when  eleven 
members  competed,  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Pople 
with  ten  trout,  81bs.  4ioz. 
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The  trouting  for  the  splendid  large  yellow 
trout  has  this  week  advanced  in  a  marked  degree, 
on  the  best  of  the  early  trout  waters  of  Scotland, 
to  wit :  Don,  Deveron,  Findhorn,  Dean,  Ythan, 
Tay,  &c.  _ 

Salmon  angling  on  Oykel,  Cassley,  and  Shin 
continues  to  jog  along.  On  the  Shin  some  days 
it  proves  very  good.  _ 

The  Tweed  to  the  front !  It  has  beat  all  other 
rivers  in  Scotland  this  year,  in  respect  that  it  is 
from  it  that  the  first  grilse  of  the  season  comes. 
I  just  hear  that  “  on  Friday  last  the  first  grilse  of 
the  year  was  got,  its  weight  2|lb.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  grilse  this  year  is  therefore  earlier  than 
usual.” 

Anglers  have  had  good  finnock  and  sea-trout 
fishing  on  the  free  waters  of  the  Xess,  at  Inver¬ 
ness,  these  last  three  weeks. 


The  Invercauld  Arms  Hotel  water  of  the  Dee 
at  Ballater  is  keeping  up  its  record,  and,  despite 
the  low  state  the  Dee  is  now  in,  there  is  being 
got  on  it  an  average  of  four  fish  a  day  by  each  of 
the  four  rods.  Seventy-one  were  killed  for  the 
week  ending  Saturday  last. 

The  pioneers  of  the  summer  run  of  sea-trout 
are  reported  to  have  already  got  into  Loch 
Lomond. 

The  Perth  Angling  Club  has  a  dandy  presi¬ 
dent  and  a  young  vice-president,  so  I  learn  the 
punsters  have  it.  Probably  this  is  because  Mr. 
Dandy  is  president,  and  Mr.  Young  vice-president. 

Colin  Gunn  writes The  genial  Professor 
has  been  out  of  late  doing  wonders  on  the  Brora 
free  lower  beat,  astonishing  quite  the  salmon  rods 
irom  Balnacoil  and  Gordonbush,  who,  experts 
though  they  are,  have  been  toiling  all  day  for 
nothing.  This  is  descending  to  the  Scriptural 
of  things,  but  the  genial  Professor  who, 
though  a  man  of  peace,  can  become,  and  is  by 
profession,  a  man  of  war,  still  keeps  in  the 
ascending  scale.” 


^  McBouncer  writes  : — “  In  my  last  communica¬ 
tion  I  gave  you  an  example  or  two  of  the  indis¬ 
criminate  manner  in  which  some  Highland  gillies 
use  the  longest  words  they  can  get  hold  of  when 
speaking  English.  While  at  it  I  may  as  well 

give  another,  as  related  to  me  by  Captain  B - w, 

who  was  an  eye  witness.  A  few  years  ago  the 
Captain  happened!  to  be  sea-fishing  on  Loch 
Linnhe,  near  Fort  William,  and  had  for  boatman 

or  gillie,  one  Peter - ,  a  stalwart  Skyeman, 

and  the  other  Ewen,  an  equally  muscular 
Lochaber  man.  In  the  course  of  the  day  the  two 
men  quarrelled,  and  fumed  away  at  each  other  in 
their  native  Gaelic — a  language  of  which  the 
Captain  did  not  understand  a  single  syllable. 
M  hen  opposite  Connaglen  House,  the  summer 
residence  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  the  quarrel 
reached  such  a  pitch  that  the  two  men  stood  in 
the  boat  with  an  oar  each  as  weapons.  Fearing 
the  result  of  a  scuffle  in  such  a  small  craft,  the 
Captain  ordered  them  to  row  him  ashore  at  once, 
whereupon  Peter  turned  round,  and  with  an 
apologetic  wave  of  the  hand  cooly  replied,  ‘  Sit 

doon  quaite.  Captain  B - w,  there’s  no  fear  of 

you,  we  may  hev  a  fecht  oorsels,  but  we’ll  do 
nothing  interrogatory  to  you.’  The  gillies, 
however,  realised  their  position.  Hostilities  were 
suspended,  and  rowing  was  resumed.  All  the 
same  they  ‘  nursed  their  wrath  to  keep  it  warm,’ 
and  in  the  evening  settled  their  dispute  at  the 
back  of  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  where  they  made 
each  other  (juite'  unpresentable  for  some  time 
thereafter.  The  exact  meaning  of  the  word 
interrogatory  ’  as  used  by  Peter  is  not  yet 

known.  Captain  B - w’s  opinion  was  that  the 

gillie  had  heard  that  word  and  also  the  word 
‘  derogatory,’ and  got  them  mixed  up.  Mistakes 
of  that  sortare  of  daily  occurrence  ;  it  is  not  long 
since  I  was  accosted  on  the  public  road  by  a  man 
who  asked  me  ‘Did  you  saw  Shon  MacLennon 
going  the  way  of  Ballachladdich  riding  on  a 
philosophy  ?  ’  Although  he  pronounced  the 
word  ‘philosophy’  quite  correctly,  I  knew  he 
meant  velocepede,  and  I  am  equally  certain  that 
if  he  had  occasion  to  use  the  word  ‘  philosophy  ’ 
in  its  proper  sense  he  would  have  given  it  a 
different  pronounciation.” 


Mr.  Archibald  Harper  writes  from  the 
Thurso: — “  Still  no  rain.  The  river  is  as  low  as 
it  can  be.  Anglers’  high  hopes  of  a  good  spate 
in  April,  as  in  former  years,  have  been  blasted, 
and  this  month  is  to  finish  as  it  began,  with  the 
poorest  sport  on  record.  Whatever  happens  now, 
the  leeway  cannot  be  made  up.  The  sport  for 
April  is  far  under  any  previous  record.  I  allowed 
the  fry  in  the  rearing  ponds  away  on  Friday. 
They  were  a  nice  healthy  lot.  Some  of  them 
were  just  arriving  at  the  smolt  stage,  5in.  long, 
while  the  greater  number  were  from  3|in.  to  4iin. 
When  the  pond  was  run  dry,  the  bottom  was 
found  to  be  alive  with  insect  life,  thus  showing  it 
to  be  well  adapted  for  the  rearing  of  fry.  Does 
the  gentleman  who  writes  you  about  the  otter 
consider  mine  to  be  the  heaviest  on  record  ? 
101b.  off  for  waterlogging!  I  caught  one  alive 
241b.,  but  this  one  was  much  larger.  An  angling 
association  is  being  formed  in  Caithness,  the 
members  of  which  will  have  access  to  some  of 
the  lochs.”  _ 

Our  Speyside  correspondent  writes : — ‘‘Anglers 
are  enjoying  delightful  weather,  such  as  visitors 
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to  our  beautiful  strath  enjoy  but  seldom  in  a  life¬ 
time.  But  where  are  the  fish  they  came  to  kill  ? 

I  fear  that  their  absence  will  blind  them  some¬ 
what  from  observing  with  an  appreciative  eye 
nature  in  all  its  glory.  The  agriculturist  has  got 
all  the  rain  he  wants,  but  not  so  the  angler.  He 
wishes  a  spate  and  nothing  less.  Disease,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  is  pretty  prevalent  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  and  although  it  were  for  nothing  else,  a 
change  in  angling  conditions  is  very  desirable. 
The  vagaries  of  the  temperature  are  noteworthy. 
One  day,  for  instance,  it  registered  GOdeg.  Fahr. 
at  noon  ;  within  an  hour  it  had  fallen  to  45deg. 
When  writing  on  Monday  it  registered  70deg.  in 
the  shade,  and  89deg.  in  the  sun.” 

I  HEAa  from  our  Ross-shire  correspondent  that 
for  the  last  fortnight  very  little  successful  salmon 
angling  has  been  obtained  on  the  Beauly,  Conon, 
and  Blackwater  because  of  the  water  being  very 
low.  Some  fairish  fronting  has  however,  he  says, 
been  got.  On  the  Alness  there  will  be  little  to 
report  for  some  time,  this  being  a  summer  and 
early  autumn  river.  _ 

That  accomplished  practical  angler,  Mr.  David 
Murray,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Brechin,  N.B., 
writes  me  : — “  Owing  to  the  extraordinarily  dry 
spring  the  streams  have  for  long  been  clear  and 
small,  and  that  coupled  with  the  heavy  night 
frost  has  had  the  effect  of  keeping  the  fronting 
back.  Very  good  finnock  fishing  indeed  has, 
however,  been  got  on  the  South  Esk.  The  rivers 
Horth  Esk.  South  Esk,  and  West  Water  are;  still 
full  of  kelts,  which  will  not  be  got  rid  of  till  we 
have  a  flood.  Their  continuance  in  the  South 
Esk  has  proved  a  great  temptation  to  poachers, 
who  are  credited  with  having  caused  a  big 
explosion  in  the  pool  below  Brechin  Castle  a  few 
nights  ago.  Evidently  dynamite  was  used,  and 
for  the  purpose,  it  is  believed,  of  destroying  fish 
for  gain.  A  great  many  of  the  kelts  are  affected 
with  disease.  Lately  we  had  some  rain,  though 
not  enough  to  increase  the  water  any  appreciable 
extent.  However,  the  weather  is  softer  than 
before,  and  this  may  bring  the  trout  better  on  the 
rise.  The  angling  club  held  their  first  competi¬ 
tion  yesterday,  when  a  lot  of  the  members  were 
out,  and  some  of  them  had  fair  baskets  despite  the 
unfavourable  conditions.  The  streams  fished 
were  the  North  Esk,  the  South  Esk, ^  and  the 
Bervie.  The  first  prize  went  to  D.  K.  Smart, 
with  81b.  14oz. ;  the  second  to  W,  Burnett,  with 
71b.  12oz. ;  and  the'  third  to  J.  Hutcheon,  with 
tilb.  9oz.  The  prize  for  the  heaviest  trout  went 
to  D.  K.  Smart,  that  for  the  three  heaviest  to 
J.  Hutcheon,  and  that  for  the  six  heaviest  to  W. 
Burnett.  Latek.— On  Thursday  evening  last  we 
were  visited  with  a  severe  thunderstorm.  The 
peals  were  exceedingly  loud,  and  rain  fell  in 
torrents  for  a  couple  of  hours.  The  volume  of 
water  in  the  South  Esk  was  slightly  increased, 
but  on  the  whole  it  did  not  affect  much  the  size 
of  the  streams  in  the  neighbourhood.  In  spite 
of  the  small  and  clear  state  of  the  rivers  good 
baskets  of  trout  are  being  got  with  the  fly.  Such 
old  friends  as  Hare  Lug,  Professor,  Toppy,  and 
Glenesk  Deadly  are  keeping  up  their  reputation 
as  specially  enticing  lures.  On  the  North  Esk 
some  capital  trout  are  being  got  with  the  Par 
Tail,  and  as  this  is  the  best  time  for  this  mode 
of  fishing  anglers  should  not  let  it  slip.  Mr. 
William  Lindsay,  a  veteran  at  this  style,  has  had 
grand  baskets  of  trout  varying  from  _|lb.  to  31b. 
weight  each.  Night  is  his  favourite  time,  and  it 
is  usually  then  that  he  succeeds  in  killing  the 
old  wary  chaps  who  are  too  shy  to  feed  in  day¬ 
light.  At  the  same  time  it  is  right  for  me  to 
say  that  even  in  the  small  clear  state  of  the  river 
at  present  good  baskets  are  got  even  during  the 
day  with  this  deadly  lure.  The  tackle  found 
best  is  the  old  Scotch,  which  holds  its  own  in  the 
face  of  all  the  late  vaunted  improvements.  Kelt 
salmon  and  sea-trout  are  retiring  down  the  rivers 
to  the  sea  under  great  difficulties  owing  to  lack 
of  water,  and  many  are  being  killed  at  water- 
wheehs,  on  the  South  Esk  especially.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  we  may  have  rain  soon,  to  allow  these 
unseasonable  creatures  to  clear  out,  as  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  a  contaminating  effect  on  the 
rivers,  besides  being  dead  nuts  on  sinolts  and 
par.  The  finnock  season  is  practically  over  now, 
but  good  sport  is  expected  with  the  younger 
generation  by  the  month  of  July,  or,  as  local 
anglers  say,  ‘  When  the  hay  is  in  the  cole.’  ” 


On  the  Ness,  Loch  Ness,  the  Oich,  and  the  very 
celebrated  Loch  Oich  and  the  River  Garry,  I 
learn  that  angling  for  salmon  is  completely  at  a 
standstill  in  the  meantime,  owing  to  the  bright 
weather  and  extreme  drought  having  not  yet 
relaxed  in  the  districts  of  these  waters. 

Even  yet — which  is  quite  unusual  so  late  on  in 
the  season — the  salmon  trolling  on  Loch  Tay 
keeps  very  good,  and  though  the  fish  got  are 
perhaps  not  of  such  nice  colouring  as  could  be 
wished,  they  yet  as  a  rule  have  fallen  but  very 
little  off  in  condition. _ 

Our  Tay  correspondent  writes  : — “  The  fishing 
here  has  been  quiet  for  some  time,  but  the  little 
fresh  which  came  lately  did  a  good  bit  to  mend 
matters.  It  gave  the  trout  fishing  especially  a 
fillip,  and  now  good  baskets  of  nice  trout  are  the 
rule.  The  river  Tay  may  be  said  meantime  to  be  in 
excellent  ply  for  the  season,  only  it  is  now  getting 
rather  late  over  for  salmon,  hence  both  rod  and 
net  fishers  are  now  wishing  for  a  commencement 
of  the  run  of  grilse,  which  will  be  here  shortly. 
In  the  absence  of  other  sport  to  equal  it,  the 
trout  fishing  I  recommend  to  be  pushed  in  the 
meantime.  Grand  baskets  are  to  be  got  with  fly, 
both  now  and  for  several  weeks  to  come.  That 
is  dead  certain.  Whitling  have  been  got  in  large 
numbers  during  the  season,  but,  as  for  the 
salmon,  it  is  getting  rather  far  advanced  for 
them,  too.  Of  late  no  very  big  salmon  have  been 
reported,  nor  trout  that  I  have  heard  of.  The 
upper  waters,  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  Tnmmel,  and 
Garry  keep  on  doing  well,  considering  the  water 
is  not  altogether  in  the  best  of  order.  I  have  not 
heard  of  over  half  a  dozen  salmon  being  got  by 
the  rod  on  the  best  and  most  extensive  beats  of 
the  river  during  any  recent  week.” 


i^otes  antr  terns 

The  “  Gaiter  Wader.” — An  old  angling  friend 
refers  us  to  the  Field,  of  February  18,  1871,  for 
a  notice  by  tbe  late  Francis  Francis,  of  a  “  Sand- 
proof  Wader.”  We  have,  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
publisher  of  the  Field,  borrowed  the  volume  for 
1871,  and  on  page  135,  under  date  of  February 
18.  1871,  we  find  this  notice :  “  Sand-proof 
Waders. — One  of  the  complaints  most  frequently 
made  by  salmon  and  trout  fishers  who  practice 
wading  is  that  the  sand  gets  over  the  tops  of  the 
boots,  and,  working  into  the  foot  through 
the  worsted  stocking,  chafes  the  waterproof 
material,  and,  in  time,  wears  it  through.  Mr. 
Woolgar  has  shown  us  a  stocking  and  boot 
specially  contrived  to  prevent  this.  The  boot 
comes  up  some  distance  above  the  ankle,  and 
from  the  stocking  a  deep  flap  comes  down  all 
round  over  the  top  of  the  boot ;  so  that  very 
little,  if  any,  sand  can  be  carried  into  the  boot. 
The  invention  appears  to  be  likely  to  answer  the 
purpose  it  is  designed  for.”  Another  case  of 
nothing  new  under  the  sun.” 


A  MOORHEN  had  to  be  shot  recently  at  the  Sol¬ 
way  Fishery  Fry  Ponds,  and  it  fell  into  a  pond 
containing  over  500  large  trout.  These  persis¬ 
tently  “  went  for  ”  the  fallen  bird,  but  it  was 
rescued  before  being  quite  pulled  in  pieces. 


G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes: — “Dr.  Stewart’s 
guests  on  the  Heathcot  water  had  good  sport 
with  whitling  last  week.  Another  grilse  {sic) 
has  been  reported  from  that  water  ;  but  there  is 
no  doubt  from  its  size,  41b.,  it  is  a  small  salmon. 
Mr.  Barry  and  party  on  Glen  Tana  reaches  are 
now  fulfilling  their  expectations.  They  have  had 
on  an  average  eight  fish  a  day  to  three  rods. 
Mr.  Davidson,  Wellwood,  had  a  very  good  fort¬ 
night  on  the  north  beat  of  the  same  water.  He 
has  been  followed  by  Mr.  Whitebead  from  York¬ 
shire,  who  was  the  first  to  introduce  live  bait 
from  England  for  early  spring  salmon  angling. 
Both  he  as  well  as  Mr.  Davidson  have  found 
comfortable  quarters  at  Mr.  Profiet’s  Temperance 
Hotel,  Dinnet.  From  the  Parliamentary  return 
of  the  Crown  Fishings  let  to  individuals  in  Scot¬ 
land,  it  is  seen  that  Dr.  Farquharson  and  Mr. 
H.  E.  Nicol  have  the  Commonty  water  between 
them  till  August  1896  for  a  ten  pound  note.  Both 
claim  a  ‘  servitude  right  ’  however,  whatever 
that  may  mean,  and  hence  competitors  are  scared 
off.  As  an  instance  of  the  kelts’  rapacity  for  live 
bait,  an  angler  and  his  gillie  have  had  “to  do” 
with  upwards  of  400  kelts  since  the  fishing 
opened,  at  a  cost  of  some  twelve  or  fourteen 
hundred  minnow,  gudgeon,  dace,  &o.,  while  they 
have  only  secured  some  thirty  clean  fish  in  that 
time.  Their  bill  for  live  baits  need  not  be  spoken 
of  as  a  detail,  especially  if  the  tear  and  wear  and 
loss  of  traces  and  spinning  lines  be  added 
Minnow  fishing  is  no  joke  when  reckoned  up 
Had  the  fly  alone  been  en  evidence  the  expenses 
would  have  been  less,  the  season’s  creel  heavier, 
and  the  sport  infinitely  more  satisfactory.” 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  :  —  “  The 
fishings  are  not  a  great  deal  better,  but  still  equal 
to  last  week.  Many  of  the  salmon  are  of  very 
fine  quality.  The  average  weight  is  91b.,  but 
some  beauties  have  been  got  from  the  Dee  and 
Don  weighing  201b.  to  281b.  Trout  are  improving 
in  numbers  and  the  quality  is  also  very  fine.  For 
some  time  back  they  have  been  very  shy  in  taking 
the  river,  owing  to  the  clearness  of  the  water,  and, 
I  think,  if  we  had  a  few  inches  of  rain  it  would 
greatly  improve  both  salmon  and  trout  fishing, 
as  also  entice  the  grilse,  none  of  which  have  been 
heard  of  yet.  I  hear  that  this  week  from  the  Aber¬ 
deen  Salmon  Company’s  hatchery.  Fish- street, 
Aberdeen,  there  have  been  put  into  the  Don  at  Pit- 
inedden  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  fry  and  a 
like  quantity  into  the  Dee  at  Mur  tie.” 


The  first  perch  ova  taken  this  year  at  the 
Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries,  were  taken  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  April  20th,  and  as  the  embryos  develop 
very  rapidly  orders  should  be  sent  in  at  once  by 
intending  purchasers.  These  eggs  bear  transit 
very  well,  and  can  be  sent  anywhere,  and  require 
no  hatching  apparatus,  as  they  hatch  quite  well 
if  laid  in  the  pond.  _ 

An  Dnusuau  Sight  is  to  be  witnessed  on  a  well- 
known  salmon’pool  on  the  Lower  Annan  this  week. 
The  pool  referred  to  appears  to  be  over-crowded 
with  hundreds  of  old  salmon  brought  down  the 
river  by  a  slight  rise  in  the  water  last  week.  The 
salmon  continue  to  rise  all  day  long  at  the  rate 
of  over  twenty  a  minute  in  a  single  pool.  The 
antics  of  the  fish  are  being  watched  by  crowds 
of  people.  _ 

Mr.  C.  "VV.  Gedney,  writing  from  Lake  Vyrnwy, 
says  : — “  Complaints  were  made  early  last  season 
of  the  want  of  condition  of  the  trout  iniy^bove 
lake.  Nature  has  come  to  the  rescue.  We  have 
had  such  a  rise  of  natural  fly  as  1  have  never 
witnessed  before  in  the  course  of  my  life.  Every 
bush  and  tree  by  the  lake  side  are  enveloped  m 
dense  clouds  of  these  insects,  and  their  einpty 
husks  cover  a  large  area,  to  the  depth  of  eight 
inches.  The  trout  have  been  madly  on  the  feed, 
and  they  have  consequently  got  into  splendid 
condition.  The  evening  rises  are  something  to 
dream  of.  Fourteen  trout  in  one  and  three  quarter 
hours  was  done  by  one  boat  on  Saturday  evening 
last ;  another  boat  got  ten  in  the  same  period. 

I  am  sending  you  some  samples  of  the  trout  in 
order  that  you  may  judge  for  yourself  as  to  their 
condition.”  [They  were  of  excellent  flavour. — 
Ed.]  _ 

Fish  Poisoning.— The  fish  in  the  little  river 
Bela,  one  of  the  best  trout  streams  in  Westnaore- 
land,  bave  recently  been  almost  entirely 
denuded.  From  Beetham,  down  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  upwards  of  a  mile  below,  where  it 
empties  itself  into  Morecombe  Bay,  numbers  of 
fish  were  taken  from  the  water  in  a  dying  condi¬ 
tion,  and  hundreds  of  fish  were  seen  lying  along 
the  bed  of  the  river  dead.  Young  smelts  and  _  sea 
trout  were  most  noticeable  among  the  victims, 
there  being  usually  large  numbers  in  the  river 
until  next  month,  when  they  run  down.  One 
splendid  specimen  when  taken  from  the  water 
weighed  4|lb.  River  trout,  the  coarser  fish,  and 
even  eels  have  all  shared  the  general  fate.  The 
water  was  noticeably  dyed  a  strange  coffee  colour 
and  the  head  keeper  to  the  F;shery  Board,  who 
visited  the  district  last  week,  making  inquiries 
into  the  affair,  is  said  to  have  traced  the  source 
of  the  deleterious  matter.  Surely  the  matter 
won’t  end  at  this  point. 
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sporting  journal,  of  March  2o,  had 
a  paragraph  about  “  a  pike  holding  on  to  rock.” 
lo  quote  the  anglers  words,  “when  fishing  the 
^her  day,  I  hooked  a  small  pike  of  two  or  three 
^unds  weight,  and  when  pulling  him  into  the 
boat,  I  suddenly  felt  as  if  I  had  stuck  in  the 
K  putting  pressure  on  the  line,  it  gave 
way  and  I  took  in  the  fish,  which  had  its  mouth 
fullest  extent,  by  being  chock- 
11®  deposit  that  covers  the  rocks 

the  lake ;  and  the  fish  evidently  held  on,  to 
avoid  being  drawn  to  the  boat.”  Now,  as  the 
T  the  paragraph  says,  this  occurred  in 

n  -Ki  course  an  Irish  pike,  and 

a  sensible  fish  too,  for  one  so  small  and  young; 
but  he  leaves  us  to  guess  w/mi  gave  way;  Aethei^ 

^^ke,  the  rock,  the 

line,  or  the  pike. 

IS.th?bool2d  a„d™“° 


was  playing  a  six 
pound  fish,  and,  as 
it  neared  the  land¬ 
ing  net,  it  dashed 
down  into  the  deep 
water,  and  held  on 
to  something  for 
a  minute  or  two. 
When  landed,  the 
pike  had  its  jaws 
full  of  weeds.  On 
another  occasion 
the  same  kind  of 
thing  happened  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
when  pike-fishing 
with  me  in  Wilt¬ 
shire. 

Referring  again 
to  the  Prome  and 
iStour,  and  the 
magnificent  roach 
of  those  rivers, 
which,  in  my 
opinion,  excel  in 
weight  and  beauty 
those  of  other 
waters,  always  ex¬ 
cepting  the  Hamp¬ 
shire  Avon  (the 
Kennet  and  Lea 
possibly  ranking 
next).  I  am  able 
to  give  a  record  of 
giant  fish,  caught 
by  J.  P.  Wheeldon, 
likely  to  make 
many  other  roach- 
ists  envious.  In 
the  Stour,  where  its 


lower  part  of 
appetites. 

There  are  many  deep,  quiet  eddies  and  holes 
where  legering  with  the  tail  of  a  lobworm  would 
be  very  killing,  in  the  late  autumn  and  winter 
at  which  time  of  year  roach  are  in  the  very 
primest  condition  and  beauty.  But  while  fishing 
It  would  be  well  to  put  out  a  live-bait  on  snap- 
tackle,  for  in  these  places  one  is  almost  certain 
to  get  a  pike.  Some  fine  pike  yet  remain  in  the 
tidal  waters  of  this  river,  which,  until  compara¬ 
tively  a  few  years  ago,  often  gladdened  me  with 
captures  of  specimens  exceeding  201b.  in  weight. 

Ihe  Stour  grows  very  large  pike,  and  not  so 
very  many  years  since,  Mr.  Wheeldon,  fishing 
with  the  late  Mr.  T.  Hughes,  had  between  them 

fiom  ®  ®fu®“’  largest  weighing  together 

bUlb. ;  thus  exactly  matching  in  weight  another 
three— the  biggest  of  ten  weighing  135/6.— part  of 
a  capture  made  by  myself  and  a  companion  in 
the  Irome.  A  friend  of  mine  had  the  right  of 
netting  this  nver  for  salmon,  and  the  netsmen  I 
often  secured  good  hauls  at  Redcliff,  a  mile  ’ 
nearer  the  sea  than  V'/'areham  Bridge.  Sturgeon 
sometimes  frequent  the  Frome.  In  1882  they 
captured  a  large  one,  which  (with  a  brace  of  fine 
salmon)  was  sent  to  me.  The  sturgeon,  at  my 


LULWORTH  COVE  AND  VILLAGE,  DORSET. 
From  a  photograph  by  G.  Jardine. 


eleven  roach  weighing  fAb.—the^^arges^t^^lb'^'o^^^^^  request,  I  conveyed  to  Marlborough 

7oe.;  a|d  if  the  Av^f  feV^ghing  j  acSdf 

preserved,  at  my  friend  J.  P.  W.>^  if  i  ^  the  partly  worn  out,  wings  of  white  goose  feaTheV 


not  mind  it,  for  the  sport  kept  us  fairly  warm. 
It  was  a  moderately  clear  starlight  night;  wo 
could  hear  the  swish  of  wings  and  the  whistling 
of  curlew  and  widgeon  oyerhead,  long  before  we 
I  saw  any  birds,  but  soon  ducks  began  to  settle 
amongst  our  decoys,  and  we  got  repeated  shots, 
sometimes  killing  one,  occasionally  two  or  three, 
leaving  the  birds  where  they  fell  until  daybreak, 
when  we  gathered  our  spoil,  thirty-six  in  all, 
including  three  widgeon;  then  packed  guns  in 
cases,  and  drove  back  to  Wareham,  in  time  for  me 
^°k  ’^P  ^  sporting  holiday  amongst  the 

I  mentioned  in  my  last  article  the  fine  mackerel 
fashing  to  be  had  off  the  Dorset  coast.  Since 
then  I  have  been  informed  of  a  tremendous 
capture  landed  a  few  days  ago  at  Mounts  Bay  and 
ot.  Ives  Bay,  about  8000  packages  of  mackerel 
being  despached  by  special  fish  trains  to  London 
and  elsewhere  ;  yet  such  is  the  insatiable  maw  of 
the  metropolis,  that  three  or  four  hundred  thousand 
extra  fish  make  no  appreciable  diminution  in  the 
price. 

Off  the  bold  headlands,  where  the  tide  runs 
strongly,  at  Meops  Bay  Rocks,  Kimeridge  Ledge, 
and  similar  places,  bass  fishing  may  be  practised 
with  success  ;  but  as  it  is  a  treacherous  coast,  the 

rocks  not  afford¬ 
ing  much  foothold, 
and  a  quick  rising 
tide  might  cut  off 
retreat  to  the  shore, 
the  wisest  and 
safest  plan  would 
be  to  engage  a  man 
with  a  boat,  and 
for  another  reason, 
that  many  places 
can  be  fished  which 
otherwise  could 
not.  The  bass,  or 
salmon  bass  as  it  is 
frequently  called, 
although  it  is  allied 
to  the  perch  tribe, 
is  a  rare  sporting 
fish,  rises  boldly 
to  an  artificial  fly, 
and  attains  some¬ 
times  to  151b. 
weight.  I  have  a 
specimen  ot  13^1b., 
which  was  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  a  netted 
fish  of  171b.  at  the 
18:3  International 
Fisheries  Exhibi¬ 
tion.  F.  Buck- 
land,  in  “British 
Fishes,”  records 
one  of  221b.,  caught 
at  Herne  Bay  with 
a  net,  and  another 
of  15|lb.  at  Poole, 
Dorset.  Fly-fish¬ 
ing  for  bass  is  best 
done  from  a  boat, 

,  .  ,  and  when  fish  of 

good  size  are  taking  well,  the  sport  is  only 
second  to  salmon  fishing.  Most  of  the  tackle- 
shops  supply  the  proper  flies,  but  the  smaller 
Kinds  used  for  salmon  answer  well,  and,  if 


SS  roach -swims 

which  can  b®  fished  from  the  bank;  but  I  have 
generally  found  the  largest  fish  of  the  Frome 
are  to  be  caught  in  the  channels  between  weeds 
which  grow  up  through  five  or  six  feet  of  water,’ 
leaving  swims  from  three  to  four  feet  wide 

with  a  clean  gravelly  bottom-these  choice  places 
can  only  be  negotiated  from  a  boat  or  punt.  The 
plan  IS  to  drift  down,  throw  in  a  little  ground- 
bait,  which  entices  the  roach  from  out  or  under 
masses  of  weed,  and  to  fish  Notting- 
ham  fashion,  ylne  and  far  off;  by  pursuing  this 
pro  ess,  plenty  of  the  largest  roach  can  be 

neS«  i^^®  baits  as 

pnDes,  small  red  worms,  and  caddis;  also  the 

®brimp  (Ga»!. warns  pulex),  and  they 

^  '^®  tbe  river,  which 

extends  as  far  up  stream  as  Wargret.  From 
the  town  bridge  to  Wareham  pool,  the  larne^ 

admL-S^*^®  boldly;  R  may  be  that  the  slfght 
admixture  of  sea-water  at  high  tide  in  this 


In  the  i  late  Colonel  Hawker  shot  the  large%\lS?es  S  Slv  F  T  g 
-^swims  wild  duck,  geese,  &c.,  mentioned  in  hi  celebrated  Srlld  tne°'at  fbe^^' G 

work  on  wildfowl  shooting.  At  Little-Sea  '  *  ®®‘^’  ^® 


Studland  Bay  (a  mile  or  two  south  of  Poole).  I 
,  had  some  capital  duck  shooting  in  January,  1876 
,  A  triend  drove  me  over  there  from  Wareham 
j  one  afternoon.  Little-Sea  is  a  sheet  of  water 
rather  more  than  a  mile  in  length,  and  a  quarter 
mile  in  width  at  the  widest  part,  is  close  to  the 
sea,  and  surrounded  with  tall  rushes,  spear 
grass,  and  other  shelter— just  the  place  for  wild- 
towl  to  pitch  in.  A  punt  was  drawn  up  along- 
side  the  bank,  a  canopy  of  rushes,  Ac.,  con¬ 
structed  over  It  to  conceal  us  (the  gunners),  and 
as  a  shelter  from  the  wind,  for  we  had  to  remain 
out  all  night.  Painted  decoys  were  placed  on  the  I 
water,  withm  shot  of  our  punt,  to  attract  the  I 
ducks,  which  at  dusk,  began  to  make  their  inland  i 
flight.  My  friend  and  I  had  two  double-barrel 
guns,  and  a  long  single,  with  plenty  of  warm 
clothing,  rugs,  and  creature  comforts  aboard, 
so  that  we  did  not  feel  the  cold,  or  at  any  rate  did 


Two  flies  should 
.  -  u.iv,  other  2ft.  above, 

on  a  salmon-gut  collar  6ft.  in  length,  two-thirds 
ot  It  double  twisted,  the  lower  third  of  stout 
single  gut. 

By  the  end  of  April,  especially  if  this  fine 
weather  continues,  bass  will  rise  freely  to  fly,  and 
will  also  take  a  spinning  bait— to  which  method 
ot  hshing  I  shall  presently  allude. 

I  requently  bass  appear  on  the  surface  of  the 
sea  in  large  shoals,  and  the  best  way  to  catch 
them  IS  to  row  to  the  windward  of  the  fish,  casting 
well  over  them,  then  drawing  the  flies  through 
the  water  by  quick,  short  jerks,  which  gives  the 
lures  a  life-like  appearance.  A  favourable  time 
to  secure  sport  is,  when  the  tide  is  flowing  against 
a  fresh  breeze.  This  produces  a  heavy  ripple,  or 
Upper,  on  the  water,  conceals  the  boat,  and  enables 
tne  angler  to  approach  nearer  to  the  shoal,  for 
bass  are  veyy  shy  fish,  and  immediately  sink  when 
alarmed.  When  waiting  for  the  fish  to  show  on 
the  surface,  as  you  row  slowly  along,  place  a 
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rod  leaning  over  the  side  of  the  boat,  with  either  j 
a  fly  or  spinning  bait — if  the  latter,  a  Hearder’s  i 
spinner,  or  an  india-rubber  sand-eel — on  the  | 
chance  of  catching  a  whiting-pollack,  mackerel, 
or,  maybe,  a  bass ;  bub  as  soon  as  you  see  the  fish 
again  on  the  top, 
row  to  windward 
and  cast  the  flies 
as  before. 

The  locality  of 
a  shoal  may  be 
known  by  gulls 
hovering  over  the 
sea,  feeding  on  the 
sand  -  eels  which 
dash  upwards  to 
the  surface  when 
trying  to  escape 
from  the  pursuit 
of  the  bass  below. 

For  fly-fishing 
from  a  boat  the 
rod  need  not  ex¬ 
ceed  fifteen  feet, 
which  is  a  manage¬ 
able  length,  but 
when  casting  from 
favourable  places 
on  the  shore,  such 
as  rocks  j  utting  out 
into  deep  water, 
steep  coasts,  and 
shingle  beaches, 
the  rod  should  be 
eighteen  feet  long. 

For  lightness  and 
comfort  a  whole- 
cane  bamboo  is  ex¬ 
cellent.  An  old 
salmon  rod  does 
uncommonly  well, 
and,  with  a  stout 
extra  top,  of  about 

eight  inches  in  length,  to  fit  into  the  third 
joint,  is  very  useful  for  heavy  work ;  but  all 
the  rings  should  be  upright,  and  three-eighths  of 
an  inch  in  diameter,  such  as  are  used  on  pike 
rods.  A  five-inch  wooden  winch,  of  the  Notting¬ 
ham  pattern,  is 
preferable  to  any  p- 
others,  and  what 
little  metal  is  used 
in  its  construction 
should  be  of  brass, 
to  prevent  rust.  I 
saw  some  of  these 
winches  the  other 
day  at  D.  Slater 
and  Co.’s  exhibit  in 
the  Westminster 
Aquarium.  They 
are  all  that  can  be 
desired  for  sea¬ 
fishing.  The  line 
should  not  be  less 
than  eighty  yards 
in  length,  and 
stout,  water¬ 
proofed  pike-lines 
are  well  adapted 
for  the  purpose. 

For  a  cheap  sub¬ 
stitute,  white  or 
brown  twisted 
hemp  lines  may  be 
used,  but  I  cannot 
recommend  them 
unless  dressed  to 
do  away  with  kink¬ 
ing.  The  salmon- 
gut  collars  or 
traces  I  have  al¬ 
ready  described, 
and  hooks  of  Lim¬ 
erick  bend,  in 
various  sizes  for 
the  different  kinds 
of  sea-fish,  can  be 
obtained  at  almost 
any  tackle-shop. 

Bass  often  come  close  in  shore  to  rough,  dis¬ 
turbed  water,  where  waves  are  breaking  on  a 
steep,  shingly  beach,  and  with  legers  thrown  out 
there,  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  yards,  baited 
with  soft  crab,  mussels,  a  piece  of  pilchard  or 


fresh  herring  (but  better  still,  squid  or  cuttlefish, 
which  are  very  tough  baits,  seldom  falling  off 
the  hooks),  a  good  catch  of  bass  and  other  kinds 
of  fish  is  frequently  secured. 

The  steep  shores  at  Arish-Mell,  Meops  Bay,  and 


DURDLE-DOOE,  LULWORTH,  DORSET. 

From  a  photograph  by  Gt.  Jardine. 

just  beyond  Durdle-door,  at  Bat’s  Head,  and 
all  along  Chesil  Beach,  are  well  adapted  for 
legering  from  the  coast.  A  leger-line  for  sea¬ 
fishing  should  be  of  hemp  or  flax,  and  about 
40yds.  long.  To  the  end  attach  2  ft.  of  twisted 


WHITE  NAB,  LULWORTH,  DORSET  (450ft.  high). 
Bat’s  Head  in  the  distance. 

From  a  photograph  by  G.  Jardine. 

double  salmon-gut,  with  a  loop  on  which  to  place 
the  baited  hook.  At  the  joining  of  the  hemp¬ 
line  and  twisted  gut,  pinch  on  a  split  pistol- 
bullet,  and  above  it  place  a  perforated  leger-lead, 
a  half  pound  in  weight,  which  may  be  increased 


if  the  strength  of  the  tide  needs  a  heavier  one. 
A  flat,  coffin-shaped  lead  is  best,  as  it  is  not  so 
likely  to  roll  as  a  spherical. 

For  throwing  out  the  leger,  a  stout  stick  about 
4jft.  long  is  useful;  it  has  a  notch  at  one  end, 

into  which  the  line 
is  placed  close  to 
the  lead  ;  then, 
with  a  good  swing 
of  the  throwing- 
stick,  a  line  can 
be  cast  well  out  be¬ 
yond  the  breakers 
without  any  risk 
of  the  hook,  or 
hooks  if  more  than 
one,  catching  in 
the  fingers  or 
clothes. 

If  two  leger- 
lines  are  used, 
place  a  pound  lead 
on  one  and  cast  it 
well  out,  and  up 
against  the  tide; 
the  one  with 
lightest  lead  cast 
down  the  tide.  By 
doing  this,  the 
lines  are  kept  clear 
of  each  other. 

Spinning,  or,  to 
be  more  correct, 
trailing  baits, 
whether  artificial 
or  natural,  is  a 
capital  method  in 
tideways,  or  the 
powerful  currents 
that  set  round 
such  headlands  as 
Peveril  Point, 
Durlston,  St. 
Albans,  Broad  Bench,  Worbarrow,  and  Port¬ 
land,  or  flowing  between  the  rocky  islands  of 
Meop’s  Bay,  &c.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
casting  a  small  spoon-bait,  Hearder’s  Plano¬ 
convex,  or  blue  and  silver  Phantom  Minnow, 

dexterously  and 
without  splashing, 
amongst  a  shoal 
of  bass,  some 
very  extraordinary 
sport  would  be  the 
result,  and  I  shall 
give  this  a  good 
trial  when  next  at 
Lulworth. 

Good  sport  may 
also  be  often  had 
by  “whiffing,”  i.e  , 
sailing  in  a  tide¬ 
way  with  a  sand- 
eel,  small  fresh¬ 
water  eel,  or  lam¬ 
prey,  four  or  five 
inches  long,  on 
the  hook.  When 
these  bait  are  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain, 
then  india-rubber 
eels  do  well  for 
substitutes.  Other 
killing  baits  are 
lug  and  rag- 
worms,  thin  slips 
from  the  sides  of 
mackerel,  gur¬ 
nards,  or  bass. 
The  boatmen  will 
show  an  angler 
the  proper  wa}  s 
of  putting  tl  e 
various  baits  on 
the  hook. 

The  photogra¬ 
vures  given  this 
week  are  illustra¬ 
tions  of  some 
places  at  Lul¬ 


worth,  mentioned  in  my  article  of  April  1. 
(To  he  continued.) 


A  EESIAEKABLE  list  of  foreign  and  American  artists 
will  be  represented  in  Scribner’s  Exhibition  Number. 
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THE  PROPOSED  THA^I  ES  EYE-LAWS. 


The  following  very  important  discussion  took 
place  at  the  Berkshire  County  Council  on  Satur¬ 
day  last,  on  a  motion  by  Mr.  H.  \V.  Russell,  the 
chairman  of  the  Maidenhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray 
Angling  Association,  in  the  terms  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  passed  by  the  Reading  and  other  town 
councils,  as  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ot  the 
15th  inst.  It  will  be  seen  from  Mr.  A^an  de 
Weyer’s  statement  that  the  Conservators  have 
made  up  their  minds  to  abandon  the  objectionable 
netting  bye-law.  This  is  indeed  good  news  for 
Thames  anglers. 

Mr.  Russell  said  he  had  no  idea  of  interfering 
with  the  existing  rights  of  property.  The  riparian 
owners  were  quite  able  to  take  care  of  their  own 
interests.  No  bye-laws,  and  no  action  of  that 
council,  could  in  any  way  interfere  with  their 
proprietary  rights,  and  he  should  be  the  last 
person  to  suggest  such  an  idea.  Every  interest 
was  represented  on  the  Board  of  Thames  Conser¬ 
vancy,  but  the  interest  of  the  general  public.  All 
the  Upper  Thames  Conservators  were  riparian 
owners,  and  it  was  not  therefore  remarkable,  but 
on  the  contrary,  wholly  natural,  that  when  they 
were  making  new  bjm-laws  they  should  be  to  a 
certain  extent  biassed,  not  in  the  interests  of 
those  who  used  the  river,  but  in  their  own 
interests.  Feeling  that,  the  enormous  number  of 
anglers  who  used  the  Thames  had  wished  him 
and  others  to  bring  the  question  forward,  and 
men  who  knew  about  it  even  more  than  he 
knew  about  it  himself  were  convinced  that  the 
proposed  bye-laws  were  capable  of  being  turned 
to  the  detriment — nay,  to  the  destruction— of  the 
efforts  which  associations  had  been  making  for 
many  years.  Under  those  circumstances  he  felt 
quite  certain  that  the  council  would  come  to 
the  assistauce  of  anglers.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  C.  W.  Cox  said  as  an  old  Thames  angler  he 
seconded  the  motion.  If  the  proposed  bye-law 
were  passed  it  would  practically  annihilaie  the 
sport  and  pleasure  of  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  London  and  local  anglers.  (Cheers.) 

Alderman  Van  de  Weyer  said  he  thought  he 
could  throw  some  light  upon  the  subject.  He 
was  a  friend  of  all  fishing  and  also  a  friend  to 
anglers,  and  belonged  to  the  association  of  which 
Mr.  Russell  was  chairman.  On  the  other  hand 
he  was  one  of  those  dangerous  persons — a  fishery 
owner,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy  Board.  It  never  was  the  intention  of 
the  Conservancy  Board  in  any  way  to  add  to  the 
privileges  which  the  owners  already  had.  They 
appointed  a  sub-committee  to  revise  the  fishery 
bye-laws,l  and  he  supposed  in  trying  to  make 
them  explicit  they  made  them  ambiguous.  At 
any  rate  the  new  bye-laws  aroused  a  considerable 
amount  of  suspicion.  He  attended  a  meeting  of 
the  Conservancy  Board  last  Monday,  and  he  did 
not  think  he  was  indiscreet  in  saying  the  opinion 
of  the  board  was  unanimous  that  no  rights  were 
to  be  conferred  by  the  new  bye-laws  in  excess  of 
those  already  possessed  by  fishery  owners.  They 
felt  that  considerable  doubt  had  arisen  in  the 
minds  of  the  various  fishery  associations  and 
others,  and  so  they  did  what  they  thought  about 
the  best  thing  they  could  do — referred  those  ob¬ 
noxious  bye-laws  back  to  a  sub-committee,  con¬ 
sisting  of  one  or  two  riparian  owners,  and  added 
to  them  one  or  two  perfectly  independent  and  un¬ 
biassed  members  of  the  board,  in  order  that 
they  might  see  what  the  wording  of  the  bye-laws 
really  meant.  The  instructions  to  that  sub-com¬ 
mittee  were  to  go  into  the  whole  matter  of  those 
bye-laws  with  their  legal  advisers ;  but  if  there 
was  anything  in  them  that  in  their  opinion  gave 
additional  powers  those  bye-laws  were  to  be  so 
amended  that  it  should  be  made  clear  to  the  mind 
of  any  fair  person  that  matters  were  left  in  statu 
quo.  There  was  no  intention  of  having  bye-laws 
other  than  those  already  existing.  The  report  of 
that  committee  the  Conservators  had  not  yet  had 
before  them,  but  he  could  assure  his  friend  Mr. 
Russell  that  when  they  had  the  report  of  that 
committee  no  action  would  be  taken  upon  it  by 
way  of  sending  the  bye-laws  to  the  Privy  Council 
until  he  and  his  friends  had  had  ample  opportu¬ 
nity  of  considering  them  and  making  comments 
upon  them. 

Alderman  Sir  George  Russell,  Bart.,  Q.C.,  M.P., 
said  he  should  like  to  say  a  few'  words  in  view  of 
the  statement  of  his  friend  Alderman  A'an  de 
Weyer.  He  (Sir  George)  had  given  notice  of  a 


similar  motion.  He,  of  course,  fully  accepted 
what  Mr.  Van  de  AV'eyer  had  said,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  whatever  there  was  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  conservators  to  do  anything  which 
would  be  injurious  to  the  angling  interests.  But 
they  all  knew  what  “  intentions  ”  were,  and  they 
all  knew  they  were  the  pavement  of  a  particular 
place.  Whatever  the  rights  of  the  riparian 
owners  might  be,  and  whether  there  was  an 
interference  with  those  rights  or  not  he  did  not 
pretend  to  say,  but  certainly  and  unquestionably 
the  new  bye-law  was  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
angling  interest,  as  compared  with  the  bye-law 
it  sought  to  replace  (hear,  hear).  He  would 
suggest  to  those  representing  the  persons 
interested  in  angling,  and  the  innocent  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  river,  that  after  what  Mr.  Van  de 
AVeyer  had  said  as  representing  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  the  resolution  might  possibly  be 
adjourned,  to  be  re-moved,  if  necessary,  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  council.  If  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  was  not  arrived  at  in  the  meanwhile 
that  resolution  would  certainly  be  re-moved,  and, 
as  he  hoped,  carried,  at  the  next  council  meeting. 
(Cheers.) 

Captain  Loder-Symonds  said  he  should  ex¬ 
ceedingly  regret  anything  being  done  to  injure 
in  any  way  the  angling  in  the  river,  which  was, 
in  his  opinion,  a  matter  of  very  much  greater 
importance  than  any  net  fishing  could  possibly 
be  nowadays.  The  cheap  supply  of  sea  fish  had 
completely  destroyed  the  value  of  the  Thames 
fisheries  from  a  commercial  point  of  view.  After 
what  had  fallen  from  Alderman  Van  de  Weyer,  he 
supported  Sir  George  Russell’s  suggestion. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Wells  said  he  had  consulted  his  friends 
in  the  Wallingford  district,  and  found  they  would 
prefer  the  old  existing  bye-laws  to  remain  un¬ 
touched.  It  would  be  a  great  pity  if  anything 
should  be  done  to  take  away  from  anglers  their 
fascinating  sport.  He  hoped  anything  which 
brought  large  numbers  of  visitors  to  the  towns 
and  rivers  on  the  Thames  would  increase,  and 
netting  be  scarcely  allowed  at  all.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  H.  AV.  Russell  said  with  the  pledge  that  if 
they  consented  to  an  adjournment  of  the  question 
that  day,  they  would  not  suffer  by  having  those 
new  bye-laws  made  law  in  the  interim,  he  would 
ask  the  council  to  allow  the  resolution  to  be 
adjourned.  (Hoar,  hear.) 


©eat!)  of  tljc  Prisiient  of 
^nsUng  ^ocicto. 

It  is  with  much  regret  we  have  to  announce 
the  death  of  the  beloved  and  esteemed  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society,  Mr. 
J .  E.  AVheatley.  Mr.  AVheatley  was  the  oldest 
and  most  respected  member  of  the  society, 
being  one  of  its  founders  close  on  thirty  years 
ago.  There  is  not  a  member  who  does  not 
profoundly  mourn  his  loss,  he  having  gained 
their  love  from  his  unvarying  kindness  to  all, 
and  the  energy  he,  through  all  these  years, 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  members. 

He  is  interred  in  Highgate  Cemetery,  and 
the  members  have  sent  a  beautiful  wreath,  to 
mark,  in  a  slight  way,  their  high  regard  for 
the  dear  departed  friend  and  president. 


STRAY  CASTS. 


Br  Mona. 


Although  the  contemptuous  indifference  to  his 
woes,  which  is  invariably  exhibited  by  the  Philis¬ 
tine,  sometimes  severely  tries  the  temper  of  the 
angler,  he  yet  has  got  his  consolation  in  the 
reflection  that  the  existence  of  Philistinism  and 
indifference  alone  renders  his  sport  possible. 
AAYre  all  to  find  “salvation,”  and  fly  to  share  the 
angler’s  joys,  what  would  become  of  us  ?  As 
the  historian  now  tells  of  such  and  such  a  person¬ 
age  that  he  fought  and  gained  so  many  pitched 
battles  in  Flanders  or  elsewhere;  of  another  that 
he  was  Prime  Minister  so  many  years,  and  was 
the  father  of  certain  epoch-making  legislation. 
kSo  the  historian  of  the  future  would  tell  of  some 


world-renowned  magnate  that  he  was  known  to 
kill  as  many  as  six  trout  in  a  single  season,  some 
even  on  the  jhj  !  Indeed,  there  is  ample  scops  in 
the  reflection  I  suggest  for  some  Lytton  to  give 
us  a  new  “  Coming  Race  ”  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  universality  of  the  angling  fever,  in 
which  we  should  read  of  break-neck  rushes  to 
some  distant  and  almost  inaccessible  water,  only 
to  be  reached  by  balloon,  where,  it  was  whispered, 
a  trout  was  suspected  to  have  once  shown  him¬ 
self.  A:  es,  nothing  that  we  have  heard  of — the 
race  for  the  gold  fields  of  California  or  Victoria — 
could  rival  the  possibilities  of  this  angling  future. 
Now,  fortunately,  most  ot  us  can  pursue  our 
gentle  pastime  undisturbed,  subject  to  nothing 
worse  than  a  mild  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the 
outsider  of  our  complete  sanity  and  fitness  to  be 
entrusted  with  any  of  the  serious  responsibilities 
of  life.  Ab,  fools  and  blind !  How  little  they 
suspect  what  the  serious  business  of  life  really  is. 
But  let  sleeping  dogs  lie. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  of  Ireland  at 
present  is  not  the  extraordinary  and  abnormal 
stillness  of  the  political  atmosphere,  a  stillness 
the  most  profound  and  unbroken  that  any 
country  has  ever  experienced,  but  rather  the 
decay  of  trout  fishing.  If  we  seem  to  have  made 
what  looks  perhaps  like  the  smallest  possible 
excursion  into  the  region  of  politics,  the  propriety 
of  our  action  will  not  be  questioned,  we  hope, 
when  it  is  maintained  that  the  decay  of  trout 
fishing  is  not  very  remotely  connected  with 
politics.  In  the  first  place,  let  me  ask  whether 
the  reader  ever  watched  a  house  on  fire  in  which 
there  were  a  few  barrels  of  gunpowder  ?  If  so, 
did  he  do  anything  but  watch  and  watch  in 
breathless  fascination  for  what  was  coming, 
utterly  oblivious  for  the  time  of  all  things  else 
in  heaven  or  earth  ?  Fancy  a  man  talking  about 
the  weather,  or  his  bad  cold,  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  !  AVell,  the  tension  of  breathless  expec¬ 
tation  is  here,  and  all  eyes  are  riveted  on  one 
approaching  event.  The  poacher  may  take  his 
fish  under  the  gaze  of  an  army  of  constabulary 
and  bailiffs  in  peace.  They  don’t  see  him.  Their 
eyes  are  fixed  elsewhere,  though  they  seem  to  be 
staring  at  him.  Certainly  your  poacher  has 
never  been  cruelly  harassed  over  here,  to  give 
his  natural  enemies  their  due,  but  the  present 
are  his  real  halcyon  days.  Query;  AVhat  if 
they  should  be  his  last?  But  the  poacher 

is,  after  all,  a  small  matter.  The  decay 
of  fishing  is  attributable  mainly  to  im¬ 
provements  in  farming  operations.  AA'e  must 
call  these  things  “  improvements,”  of  course,  but 
let  that  pass.  AA^e  bow  to  the  will  of  the  majority, 
even  in  the  matter  of  phraseology.  What  are  we 
and  our  poor  interests  ?  Did  ever  writer  tracing 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  prosperity  of 
Glasgow,  for  instance,  think  it  worth  his  while 
to  remark,  incidentally,  that  this  boasted  pros¬ 
perity  was  accompanied  with  the  poisoning  of  the 
Clyde,  and  the  utter  destruction  of  the  trout¬ 
fishing  ?  Certainly  not.  Have  we  not  got  a  few 
thousand  grimy  factory-formed  men  and  women 
(bless  the  mark)  in  its  stead,  and  what  more  do 
we  want  ?  In  Ireland,  of  course,  we  cannot  quite 
come  up  to  this  ;  but  even  now  there  is  a  talk  of 
factories  in  the  air,  and  when  the  limpid  waters 
of  Killarney  shall  reek  with  the  abominations  of 
some  chemical  dye-works,  or  the  like,  your 
political  economists  will  call  upon  us  to  sing 
anthems  of  rejoicing  accordingly.  Meantime  we 
have  done  a  little,  a  very  little,  truly;  but  “  suflS- 
cient  unto  the  day,”  &c.  Farmers,  in  the  first 
place,  have  made  great  changes  in  their 
methods  of  drainage  during  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century.  Zig-zag  drains  and  ditches,  in 
the  elbows  of  which  water  lay  for  months  after 
rain,  and  slowly  trickled  into  streamlets  and 
brooks,  have  been  made  straight  and  regular,  and 
of  uniform  depth.  Except  for  an  hour  or  two 
after  heavy  rain  they  are  dry,  and  yield  nothing 
to  the  neighbouring  attenuated  brook,  which 
itself  has  suffered  (p)  in  the  same  way.  Marsh 
and  bog,  which  once  held  water  like  a  sponge,  and 
formed  perennial  reservoirs  for  ample  trout- 
streams,  are  firm  upland  and  yield  to  the  plough. 
Our  water-sheds  are  becoming  veritable  roofs, 
down  which  the  rain  rushes,  and  is  quickly  back 
to  its  parent  ocean.  The  aquatic  vegetation,  the 
habitat  of  that  insect  life  which  forms  the  food- 
supply  of  fish,  is  gone.  The  permanent  surface- 
water  has  sadly  shrunk.  River  margins,  where 
cattle  at  present  graze  undisturbed  in  the  highest 
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floods,  have  within  living  memory  been  a  water¬ 
way,  where  lusty  trout  disported.  Their  honie 
has  shrunken  to  narrow  proportions,  and  their 
larder  is  bare.  Ichabod  is  written  over  many  a 
stream  with  a  noble  record  in  the  past.  But 
why  weep  ?  These  be  “  improvements  !  ” 

But  your  farmer  does  not  stop  at  drainage. 
He  has  heard  of  the  virtues  of  artificial  manures, 
and  money  can  be  borrowed,  for  he  has  “  fixity 
of  tenure,”  and  that  means  security  and  solvency. 
So  he  spreads  some  chemical,  foul-smelling 
abomination  over  his  fields,  and  having  made  two 
blades  of  grass  grow  were  only  one  grew  before, 
the  aforesaid  political  economist  rises  up  and 
call  him  blessed.  Then  the  rain  dissolves  certain 
soluble  portions  of  this  stuff — and  possibly  the 
most  deleterious  portions — and  so  a  little  of  it 
finds  its  way  into  brooks  and  rivers,  and  in  time 
reaches  the  delicate  gill  ramifications  of  our 
trout  with  fell  touch.  It  is  not  instantly  fatal. 
Were  it  so  something  might  be  done.  No;  the 
trout  grow  weak  and  debilitated  like  human 
victims  condemned  to  live  in  an  impure  atmos¬ 
phere.  The  powers  of  reproduction  fail,  and  soon 
all  is  over.  Gradual  decay  and  final  extinction 
closes  the  tragedy.  Of  course,  it  requires  a 
specialist  to  say  positively,  and  how  far,  chemical 
manures  are  deleterious,  and  arrange  them  in 
the  order  of  their  deadliness.  But  even  a  lay¬ 
man  may  safely  venture  to  assert  that  a  trout 
stream  is  not  likely  to  benefit  much  by  being 
made  a  sewer  for  miscellaneous  chemical  solutions. 
Another  cheering  aspect  of  this  matter  is  that 
the  evil  will  deepen  and  intensify.  Development 
of  resources  and  economic  improvements  and 
other  things  like  that  which  men  worship  and 
glorify  will  see  to  that.  A  trout  may  survive, 
but  only  as  a  curious  relic  of  the  past. 

During  this  last  week  five  trout,  averaging 
nearly  21b.,  were  killed  on  a  neighbouring  stream 
by  a  rod  with  a  rather  large  and  coarse  Hare  s 
Lug  and  Yellow,  and  a  small  Olive  Quill.  They 
seemed  to  take  these  two  flies  indifferently— first 
come  first  served  apparently;  but  not  a  single 
fish  was  seen  to  rise  at  the  natural  flies  which 
floated  over  them  in  scores  during  considerable 
portions  of  this  time.  On  some  occasions  the 
olives  went  floating  past  in  hundreds,  but  not 
a  trout  noticed  them.  The  trout  were  all  taken 
on  deeply  sunk  flies,  and  autopsy  revealed  that 
they  were  crammed  to  distension  with  the  fresh¬ 
water  “  shrimp.”  This  is  not  exactly  my  last 
straw,  but  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  straws  which 
have  gone  to  show  me  that,  as  a  rule,  the  wet  fly 
is  not  taken  as  a  fly  or  surface  food  at  all,  but 
rather  as  a  submerged  insect  of  some  sort 
struggling  against  the  stream.  Another  theory, 
perfectly  sound  in  principle  though  not  obtaining 
in  practice  every  day,  of  course  is  that  trout 
will  prefer  a  drowning,  struggling  fly  to  one 
floating  from  mere  laziness,  just  as  your  pike 
prefers  a  wounded  victim  to  one  with  all  its 
vigour  about  it.  It  may  be  contended  that 
a  motionless  floating  fly  is  an  easier  prey 
than  the  half-drowned  straggler.  But  your  trout 
generalises,  and  as  myriads  of  surface  flies  are 
“  dancers,”  and  often  baffle  and  tantalize  the 
trout  in  consequence,  these  latter  feel  that 
surface-feeding  is  not  always  all  beer  and  skittles, 
and  so,  during  fits  of  physical  inactivity,  will  not 
rise  if  there  be  anything  easier  to  seize  within 
reach.  Anglers  generally  content  themselves  by 
attributing  the  almost  proverbial  hopelessness  of 
casting  flies  over  a  perfectly  unbroken  sun- 
reflecting  surface  to  the  deterring  conspicuousness 
of  even  the  finest  tackle,  and  the  trout’s  power 
under  such  conditions  to  penetrate  the  disguise 
of  the  lure ;  but  there  seems  to  be  sornething 
more  in  it.  Trout  seem  sometimes  disinclined  to 
break  through  the  glinting  surface  into  the 
sunlight;  and  this  might  be  explicable  on  the 
ground  that  they  suffer  from  a  momentary 
dazzling  on  their  return  to  their  element,  and  in 
their  younger  days  have  had  many  a  narrow 
shave  for  their  lives  at  such  a  moment  of  partial 
helplessness  from  the  rush  of  the  watchful  pike 
or  other  voracious  enemy.  The  theory  is  a  little 
fine  drawn,  perhaps,  but  everything  is  not  yet 
quite  known  about  trout  and  their  feelings. 
Anyway,  by  fishing  deep  with  a  slow  drag,  trout 
may  be  taken  in  such  weather  when  nothing 
would  tempt  them  up  to  the  surface. 

The  experiment  of  introducing  Pacific  salmon 
into  our  rivers  is  one  that  should  not  be  lightly 
abandoned,  if  there  is  nothing  to  be  said  against 


it  except  that  the  Pacific  fish  do  not  rise  to  a  fly. 
The  Pacific  fish  may  be  more  sinned  against  than 
sinning.  Of  course,  it  is  assumed  that  the 
introduction  of  the  fish  is  desirable  in  other  ways, 
otherwise  the  question  is  not  worth  referring  to. 
Your  Pacific  salmon  won’t  rise,  it  is  true,  but 
would  any  salmon  rise  if  placed  in  a  Pacific 
river  ?  Is  it  the  water  that  is  in  fault,  or  the 
fish  ?  Introduce  some  Tweed  or  Shannon 
salmon  into  the  Fraser  or  Colorado,  and  see  will 
they  rise.  Nary  a  rise,  you’ll  find.  Salmon,  liks 
other  creatures,  delight  to  rise  and  fight,  for  tis 
their  nature  to,  and  if  they  don’t  indulge  their 
natural  inclinations  it  is  in  all  probability 
owing  to  some  unhappy  influence  which  change 
of  scene  may  effectually  remove.  But  first  take 
your  home  salmon  to  Pacific  water,  and  then  the 
question  is  as  good  as  solved.  If  he  rises  no 
more,  then  it  follows  that  his  Pacific  cousin  is 
simply  the  victim  of  his  surroundings,  and  if 
introduced  into  our  water  would  rise  with  the  best. 


LOCAL  (HAMPSHIRE)  FISHING 
GOSSIP. 


By  R.  N. 

At  present  it  happens  that  I  a.m  practically 
surrounded  by  the  River  Test,  bo  near  does  the 
main  stream  run,  that  at  night  I  can  plainly  hear 
the  swirl  of  its  waters.  The  noise  does  not 
resemble  the  sound  of  waves  on  a  beach,  it  wants 
the  regular  rhythm  of  them.  On  analysis,  I  find 
it  closely  resembles  the  sound  a  fast-sailing  boat 
makes  against  a  slight  head-sea.  All  places  with 
a  river  running  through  them  abound  in  local 
fishing  gossips.  The  man  that  does  odd  jobs, 
gardening,  bank-repairing,  weed-cutting,  and, 
maybe,  poaching,  is,  perhaps,  the  most  satis¬ 
factory  gossip  to  get  hold  of ;  and  he  is  not  hard 
to  find,  as  he  seems  to  naturally  gravitate  to 
fishy  bits  of  the  river ;  although  the  miller,  his 
employer,  and  the  small  country  farmers  (if 
located  near  water)  generally  have  some  ex¬ 
periences  to  relate. 

Not  many  days  ago  I  came  across  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  first-named.  A  large  grayling  had 
attracted  my  attention,  rolling  in  the  gravel, 
cleansing  itself  after  spawning.  I  was  joined  by 
a  gentleman  in  corduroy  and  faded  velveteen, 
who  reminded  me  somehow  of  the  reversal  of 
Kingsley’s  definition  of  a  gamekeeper.  ^ 

A  few  casual  remarks  started  this  man’s 
tongue.  The  subject  of  fish-spawning  seemed 
to  have  received  some  attention  from  him, 
although  he  did  not  throw  any  remarkable  or  new 
light  on  it,  except  that  he  compared  them  to 
pigeon,  which  was  new  to  me ;  the  only  similarity 
I  could  perceive  being  the  fact  that  both  their 
offsprings  are  produced  from  eggs.  Walking  a 
short  distance  up  the  river  with  him  we  came  to 
a  high  fence,  which,  with  a  short  stretch  of 
meadow,  divides  the  foot-path  from  the  river. 
Stopping  here,  he  related  the  following  anecdote  : 

“I  minds  last  year  Mr.  -  catching  a  trout 

there  (pointing  to  a  deep  bend  in  the  river)  close 
on  51b.”  (This  trout  was  taken  on  a  minnow,  I 
understood).  “I  hears  him  hollering  for  help, 
and  I  over  the  fence  and  ran  down  to  him  as  hard 
as  I  could  go,  and  landed  that  fish  for  him,  and 
he  says  so  me,  ‘  I  would  not  have  lost  him  for  a 
sovereign,  and  that  is  what  I  should  have  done^if 
you  had  not  come ;  here’s  a  pipe  of  bacca  for  you. 
My  informant  then  remarked  somewhat  sadly, 
“  I  tore  my  breeches  getting  over  that  fence. 
Truly  some  of  us. will  get  our  reward  in  the  next 

world !  .  j  1 

Sunday  afternoon  (having  done  my  duty  at  the 
abbey  in  the  forenoon),  the  lovely  spring  weather 
tempted  me  to  walk  over  and  look  at  a  stream  I 
saw  marked  on  the  map,  flowing  through  East 
Wellow,  and  joining  the  Test  about  Nursling. 
On  the  road  I  noticed  two  likely-looking  ponds 
for  pike  (Bmbley). 

I  came  upon  the  stream  where  a  bridge  crossed 
it  just  above  a  mill.  It  looked  somewhat  muddy 
and  sluggish,  but  there  were  indications  of  trout. 
I  saw  one  rising  under  an  alder ;  also  the  scurry 
of  fry  in  the  shallows. 

While  resting  on  this  bridge— by  the  bye,  what 
a  restful  thing  a  bridge  is— I  was  civilly  accosted 
by  a  farmer,  and,  dropping  into  an  angling  con¬ 
versation,  he  gave  me  a  good  deal  of  information 
about  the  stream.  It  was  called  the  Blackwater, 


and  that  small  salmon  came  to  where  we  were ; 
also  it  contained  trout,  not  large,  being  what  he 
termed  “  forest  trout.”  Nothing  over  lib.  A 
gentleman  had  been  over  and  killed  seventeen, 
averaging  half  a  pound,  in  a  few  hours. 

He  related  to  me  a  reminiscence  of  Houghton. 
A  member  of  the  club  had  been  trying  for  a  large 
trout.  The  May-fly  was  up,  and  the  fish  rising 
well ;  but  do  what  he  would  he  could  not  get  this 
particular  fish  to  accept  his  May-fly.  My  friend, 
who  had  neen  watching  this  fish,  had  noticed  it 
was  not  taking  the  fly  but  the  caddis  as  it  rose  to 
the  surface. 

Catching  one  of  these  he  persuaded  the  fisher¬ 
man  to  place  it  on  his  hook  and  throw  it  over 
the  fish,  with  the  result  that  the  fish  had  it  first 
cast.  The  trout,  I  think  he  said,  weighed  5flb., 
and  now  adorns  a  glass  case.  He  also  told  me  a 
pike  story.  Going  pike  fishing  in  a  pond  near 
here,  and  having  no  bait  he  started  in  a  boat  to 
fly-fish  for  dace.  After  one  or  two  casts  he 
hooked  a  dace,  and,  while  drawing  it  to  the  boat, 
a  pike  seized  and  became  hooked  through  the  lip. 
This  fish,  after  a  severe  struggle,  he  succeeded  in 
gafifing.  It  weighed  13flb.  Not  a  bad  piece  of 
work  on  dace  tackle. 

I  was  much  pleased  to-day  to  see  the  energetic 
young  keeper  on  the  water  here  carrying  a  jack 
of  some  three  or  four  pounds  he  had  just  wired ; 
he  is  always  after  them.  Just  before  I  met  him 
I  noticed  a  fresh-run  fish  of  about  101b.  lying  in 
a  hollow  below  a  gravel  heap.  The  keeper,  I 
found,  had  spotted  this  fish,  and  put  it  down  as 
161b.  It  is  hard  to  judge  fish  in  the  water,  but  I 
expect  his  estimate  came  nearer  the  mark. 

It  is  pleasant,  even  if  one  cannot  fish  for  them, 
to  have  salmon  almost  on  your  doorstep.  This 
fish  was  not  many  yards  above  the  stone  bridge 
by  Broadlands. 


THE  LIVERPOOL  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


We  have  received  from  Mr.  Richard  Woolfall, 
the  energetic  and  greatly  esteemed  secretary,  a 
copy  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Rules  and  Regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Liverpool  Angling  Association,  with 
particulars  of  waters  rented,  and  sundry  other 
fishings,  &c. 

Mr.  Woolfall  has  written  a  pleasant  little  intro¬ 
duction,  which  we  take  the  liberty  to  reprint. 

The  Secketary  of  the  Liverpool  Angling 
Association  on  Angling. 

“Angling,  as  a  recreation  or  pastime,  is  the 
pleasantest,  most  attractive,  and  health-giving 
under  the  sun.  Its  votaries  are  an  immense 
multitude,  and  every  year  adds  thousands  to  this 
vast  army.  And  why  this  is  so  is  easy  enough  to 
understand,  for  every  disciple  of  this  ‘  Gentle  Art’ 
is  constantly  brought  face  to  face  with  mother 
Nature  in  all  her  beauty  and  in  all  her  moods. 
Here  a  mountain,  grand  in  its  majesty,  towering 
to  the  skies ;  there  a  smiling  valley  rich  in  scenery, 
emerald  green  pastures  studded  with  daisies, 
buttercups,  and  cowslips,  and  beautiful  in  the 
rich  luxuriance  of  everything  on  which  the  eye 
rests.  Through  this  earthly  paradise  rushes  and 
sparkles  and  leaps  a  mighty  rolling  river,  where 
the  lordly  salmon  disports  himself,  and  from 
whose  waters  he  is  beguiled  by  the  wily  angler. 
Here,  again,  is  another  peaceful  and  smiling 
valley,  through  which  flows  murmuringly  a 
modest  river,  whose  babblings  make  the  most 
delightful  music,  breaking  upon  the  ear  and 
senses  like  a  soothing  nursery  lullaby,  whose 
waters  contain  the  spotted  trout,  and^  whose 
banks  are  almost  hidden  by  the  myriads  of 
primroses,  blue-bells,  forget-me-nots,  violets,  and 
numberless  other  gaily-coloured  flora,  amongst 
which  the  graceful  ferns  wave  to  and  fro.  And 
then  the  pure,  bracing,  uncontaminated  air  which 
fills  the  lungs  with  ozone,  giving  strong  life  and 
vio'our  to  the  worn-out  frame  ;  and  the  multitude 
of'^singing  birds — larks,  thrushes,  blackbirds, 
linnets,  &c.,  &c.,  together  with  the  kingfisher, 
coot,  and  ousel,  go  to  make  up  scenes  of  unsur¬ 
passable  loveliness  such  as  lifts  perforce  the 
angler’s  thoughts  to  the  Divine  Creator,  the  Lord 
and  Giver  of  all,  and  makes  of  the  angler  the 
‘  contemplative  man’  beloved  of  ‘  Old  Izaak. 

“  Rn.  Woolfall.” 

The  particulars  of  fishings  rented,  &c.,  make 
one  wish  all  clubs  had  such  privileges. 


laltoitiana 


It  is  a  great  mistake  to  “  holloa  before  you  are 
oufc  or  the  wood/’  as  I  have  found  from  bitter 
experience,  but  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  the 
readers  of  this  column  that  the  representations 
ot  London  anglers,  country  anglers,  town  council, 
county  council,  and  private  individuals  have  at 
^st  led  to  the  discovery  on  the  part  of  the 
ihames  Conservators,  that  it  is  just  possible  some 
amendment  on  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,  as 
dratted  by  them,  would  be  desirable.  What  is 
more,  the  board  as  a  whole,  seems  to  have 
awakened  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  altogether  a 
wise  thing  to  place  the  making  of  fishery  bye¬ 
laws  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  composed  of 
riparian  owners  ;  and  the  result  of  this  discovery 
has  been  that  the  committee  which  had  charge  of 
the  matter  has  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
several  members.  But,  as  I  have  hinted,  we  are 
not  yet  quite  out  the  wood,  and  I  would  urge, 
nay ,  implore,  all  the  angling  clubs  and  associations 
interested,  to  examine  with  the  greatest  delibera¬ 
tion  and  care  any  fresh  proposals  which  are  made 
by  the  Conservators.  There  will  be  absolutely  no 
hurry  in  the  matter,  and  at  least  a  fortnight 
after  the  receipt  of  any  new  draft  of 
the  bye-laws  before  any  expression  of  approval  or 
disapproval  is  sent  to  the  Conservators.  Fishery 
bye-laws  are  by  no  means  simple  things,  and  as  I 
have  often  said,  it  requires  a  lawyer  to  understand 
their  full  effect.  Therefore  it  will  be  advisable  to 
have  them  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  angling 
press,  which  has  rendered  such  ^ood  service  to 
1  hames  anglers  in  this  matter,  before  coming  to 
any  final  decision  concerning  them. 


the  Thames.  Nothing  like  this  has  ever  been 
done  on  the  Upper  Thames  before,  so  far  as  I  can 
remember,  and  the  affair  is  a  very  big  feather 
indeed  in  the  cap  of  the  executive  at  Reading. 

I  HEAR  that  last  season,  though  large  quantities 
of  trout  were  taken  in  Lake  Vyriiwy,  many  of  the 
fish  were  in  poor  condition,  which  is  the  more 
extraordinary  because  the  place  is  said  to  teem 
with  natural  food.  Has  the  variety  of  the  trout 
anything  to  do  with  it.®  The  great  majority  of 
the  fish  introduced  were  Loch  Levens.'  It  has 
been  said  that  those  fish  when  in  reservoirs  do  not 
always  thrive,  many  of  them  getting  thin  and 
lanky  after  having  been  in  the  water  for  a  few 
years.  The  Loch  Leven  trout  is  naturally  a  long 
thin  fish,  and  it  may  be  that  people  have  put 
down  their  natural  thinness  to  poorness  of  coiidi- 
tion,  but  he  is  also  a  very  voracious  feeder,  and  I 
can  quite  understand  that,  where  food  was  scarce, 
he,  or  any  other  trout  for  the  matter  of  that’ 
would  fall  off  in  condition  in  a  year  or  two.  But 
there  is  this  fact  which  must  not  be  forgotten, 
in  the  Howietoun  ponds  where  the  fish  are  fed 
regularly,  these  trout  grow  in  a  very  short  time 
to  a  very  large  size,  and  are  in  as  fine  condition 
as  the  most  exigeant  angler  could  wish.  I  walked 
round  this  pond  one  day  by  the  side  of  the  man 
who  feeds  the  fish.  The  trout  knew  the  pail 
perfectly  well,  and  they  followed  us  splashing  so 
that  to  go  near  the  edge  of  the  pond  meant  a  pair 
of  wet  breeches.  Templar. 


His  immediate  successor  wrote  a  good  sensible 
column  on  angling  subjects,  so  I  dropped  the 
paper,  convinced  that  the  mantle  of  T.E.P. 
would  go  unworn.  I  must  apologise  to  the 
present  editor,  and  will  make  amends  by  reading 
him  in  future,  for  the  man  who  could  write  that 
Jvnaresbro’  story  is  worth  reading,  and  I  promise 
that  any  of  his  yarns  which  find  their  way  into 
the  columns  of  the  2\orthern  Angler  shall  set 
forth  the  source  from  which  they  arose. — Yours 
faithfully,  j.  Blakey. 

Northern  Angler  Office,  Scarbro’. 


Persons  interested  in  this  matter  should  care- 
report  of  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Berkshire  County  Council.  It  is  a  great 
satisfaction  to  me  to  find  that,  not  only  have  I 
been  heartily  and  loyally  supported  in  this 
matter  by  both  London  and  country  anglers  but 
that  also  men  like  Sir  G.  Russell,  Q.C.,  M  P  ’  and 
several  members  of  the  Berkshire  County  Council 
take  epctly  the  same  view  that  I  have  taken 
throughout.  We  may  now,  I  think,  be  certain 
that  an  alteration  will  be  made  in  the  bye-laws 
but  whether  that  alteration  will  entirely  meet  the 
case  remains  to  be  seen.  The  ingenuity  with 
which  an  attempt  was  made  to  strengthen  the 
netting  bye-laws  in  favour  of  the  riparian  owners 
and  at  the  same  time  make  it  appear  that  we 
anglers  had  been  given  all  that  we  asked  for, 
leads  rne  to  distrust  those  who  have  the  drafting 
ot  bye-laws  ;  but  now  the  committee  is  enlarged 
it  IS  quite  possible  that  the  Conservators  will 
recognise  their  duty  to  the  public  as  being  of  far 
greater  importance  than  their  personal  relations 
with  gentlemen  who  own  or  claim  fisheries  in  the 
Ihames. 

The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  have 
had  before  them  the  London  County  Council 
(General  Power.s)  Bill,  and  they  have  decided  that 
lour  members  of  the  Council  (and  not  seven  mem- 
bers,  as  was  originally  suggested  in  the  Bill)  ought 
to  be  added  to  the  Board  of  Thames  Conservators. 
Of  course  the  Bill  has  still  to  pass  the  third 
reading,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  the 
±louse  of  Lords  does  not  make  an  attempt  to  con- 
siderably  modify  it ;  but  there  is  a  very  fair  pro¬ 
spect  of  it  becoming  law,  and  the  people  and 
anglers  of  London  being  at  last  properly  repre- 
sented  on  the  Board  of  Thames  Conser4tora- 
though  whether  l  am  right  in  saying  that  repre¬ 
sentation  ot  four  IS  sufficient  for  a  population  of 
SIX  millions,  is  perhaps  open  to  question.  At  any 
rate  those  four  rnembers  will  be  equal  in  numbers 
to  the  four  elected  riparian  members  of  the  Cpper 
Thames,  and  will  most  certainly  look  after  the 
interests  cf  the  London  anglers. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

E.  Earp. — Glad  to  see  your  handwriting  again 
alter  such  a  long  silence.  The  G.O.M.  May-flies 
are  made  by  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  37,  St.  John’s- 
hill,  Clapham  Junction. 


I  HOPE  London  anglers  made  a  mental  note  of 
the  most  valuable  addition  made  recently  to  the 
stock  ot  Thames  fish  by  the  Reading  Angling 
Preservation  Association.  Some  private  water 

H  good  sized  fish, 

.5,000  qt  which  were  perch,  going  from  ilb.  to  fib. 
in  weight,  and  an  immense  number  of  roach 
above  bin.  in  length,  were  secured,  and  placed  in 


[IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  JiM  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
tnent,  — Jl.  E.  Pritt,  ^ 

THAMES  PRIVATE  FISHERIES. 

Dear  Sir— I  have  purposely  waited  to  see 
what  reply  Mr.  Plummer  would  make  to  my 
report  of  the  15th  inst.  Seeing  none,  perhaps  he 
will  kindly  reply  respecting  this  and  the  notice 
boards  which  are  still  to  be  seen  within  a  short 
distance  of  Monkey  Island  ;  other  proofs,  which 
I  purposely  withheld,  will  come  along  in  due 
course.  Meantime,  I  and  many  of  your  readers 
look  for  a  reply  to  the  charge  1  there  made.  We 
do  not  require  Messrs.  Darville  and  Last’s  or 
Mr.  Van  de  Weyer’s,  but  Mr.  Plummer’s. 

Whilst  writing,  I  notice  a  little  paragraph 
anent  licences  to  go  on  weir  heads ;  doubtless  the 
Conservancy  are  on-ners  of  the  weir  heads,  but 
what  about  the  water;  who  does  the  water 
belong  to,  flowing  through  Bray  weir,  for 
instance  .S'  The  sooner  all  the  boards  are  up 
stating  where  the  “private  fisheries”  are  the 
better  ;  we  should  then  have  something  to  work 
on.  At  present  it  appears  to  me  the  Thames 
angling  public  are  quite  on  sufferance,  at  least 
from  above  the  City  Stone  at  Staines.— Your 
obedient  servant, 

Ben.iamix  Robert  Bambridge. 

Eton,  April  24.  _ 

HONOUR  TO  WHOM  HONOUR  IS  DUE. 

Dear  Mr.  Mar.ston. — Thanks  for  passing  on 
^e  letter  of  the  editor  of  the  Yorkshire  Post. 
His  protest  is  not  at  all  too  strong.  As  a 
journalist  I  do  most  emphatically  protest  against 
the  malpractices  of  literary  pirates.  Only  a 
fortnight  ago  our  genial  friend.  Air.  T.  E  Pritt 
the  former  angling  editor  of  the  Yorkshire  Post, 
wrote  to  ask  whether  I  knew  that  one  of  his  very 
own  originals  had  appeared  amongst  our  chest- 
nuts.  I  didn’t  know  it  was  his.  It  was  sent, 
carefully  written  on  foolscap,  in  competition  for 
prizes  we  offered  at  Christmas.  In  the  present 
case  some  kind  friend  sent  the  clipping,  without 
mentionmg  the  paper  he  had  taken  it  from,  and  I 
gmdly  used  it,  for  it  was  a  very  funny  storv.  In  Mr. 
Pritt  s  day  I  subscribed  to  the  Yorkshire  Post  for 
the  sake  of  “Angling  in  Yorkshire”  alone. 


WHY  NOT  RAILWAY  PRIVILEGE 
I  TICKETS  FOR  LADY  ANGLERS.» 

Dear  Sir,  May  I  ask  you,  through  your 
columns,  why  it  is  that  the  question  of  the 
ladies’  privilege  tickets  has  been  allowed  to  drop  ? 

When  the  subject  was  brought  forward  at  the 
Association’s  delegate  meeting  some  few  years 
back,  it  was  only  lost  by  a  very  small  majority, 
and  had  the  same  been  brought  forward  and  put 
in  a  fair  and  unbiassed  spirit,  it  would  have  been 
an  established  fact  long  ago. 

There  are  hundreds  of  anglers’  wives  who  are 
as  much  devoted  to  the  gentle  art  as  the  husbands 
themselves ;  but  are  debarred  the  privilege  of 
going  out  fishing  with  them  on  account  of  the 
great  expense. 

The  railway  companies  will  only  be  too  pleased 
to  grant  the  privilege  to  the  anglers’  wives, 

,  w^n  a.sked  for  the  same  by  the  associations. 

There  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  the  way, 
the  members  wives  becoming  honorary  members 
of  their  respective  clubs.  The  same  will  not 
only  be  a  splendid  revenue  for  the  clubs,  but  also 
for  the  railway  companies.  AVe  are  now  in 
the  era  for  progression— ladies  now  go  in  for  all 
kinds  of  athletic  recreation,  even  for  boxing.  I 
frequently  see  names  of  ladies  in  your  columns, 
having  had  good  sport  with  the  rod  and  line  on 
the  river’s  bank.  My  dear  sir,  may  I  ask  you  to 
give  a  good  word  for  the  anglers’  wives  P — ^"Yours 
.  “Benedict.” 

[This  is  a  matter  for  club  anglers  to  decide  for 
themselves.  We  think  with  Benedict  that  the 
railway  companies  would  place  no  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  letting  the  ladies  get  a  little  recrea¬ 
tion  and  fresh  air. — Ed  ] 


POLLOCK  FISHING  OFF  DEAL  PIER. 

De.ar  Sir,— Air.  Sexton,  the  most  successful 
angler  for  pollock  whiting  last  year,  was  down 
again  recently  during  the  Easter  holidays.  On 
March  29  he  caught  161b.  of  pollock ;  Alarch  30 
201b. ;  Alarch  31,  with  son,  241b. ;  total,  601b.  Mr.’ 
Lawrence,  pier  master,  weighed  the  fish.  Then 
they  ran  short  of  baits,  “  Rag  worm,”  only  to  be 
had  at  Dover,  where  it  is  found  in  the  mud  at 
ffiw  water.  Mr.  Bridgeman,  a  member  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  copied  Air.  Sexton’s  plan,  and 
caught  five  or  six  pollock  before  breakfast  one 
rnorning.  Pollock  have  been  under  the  pier  all 
tne  winter,  and  sometimes  caught  with  spinning 
baits,  but  the  surest  bait  is  the  many  legged  ra" 
worm  on  two  hooks,  tail  hook  barbel  size,  upper 
hook  small,  so  as  to  prevent  bait  slipping  down, 
the  two  hooks  about  3in.  to  4in.  apart,  and  a  pipe 
lead  sinker  about  two  feet  above;  no  float  — 
Yours  truly,  _  T.  R.  Sachs. 

THE  CODBECK,  A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  for  York  and 
district  is  quite  wrong  regarding  the  stocking  of 
the  Codbeck  with  trout,  as  the  Thirsk  Angling 
Club  received  500  year-olds  a  fortnight  ago  from 
the  Fishery  Board. 

There  was  not  a  dead  or  sickly  fish  amongst 
^em,  and  they  were  turned  in  quite  successfully 
They  came  from  Burghley  Park  Fishery. 

The  club  does  not  grant  leave  to  any  strangers 
under  any  conditions. 

I  merely  state  this  to  save  my  brother  anglers 
any  inconvenience,  as  from  reading  your  corres¬ 
pondent’s  notes  anglers  would  think  fishing  was 
for  all  comers.  ° 

A  fine  trout,  weighing  21b.  13oz.,  was  taken  with 
worm  last  we0k  by  a  club  man. 

Trusting  you  will  insert  above  in  Fishing 
Oazette  next  week,  and  thanking  you  in  antici¬ 
pation.— I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

1  .  Gr.ayling. 

Alarket  Place,  Thirsk,  April  22,  1893. 
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WINDERMERE  AND  THE  LAKE 
DISTRICT. 

Deae  Sir, — I  have  read  “  Gilnockie’s  ”  de¬ 
lightful  article  on  “  Windermere  and  Lake 
District  ”  with  the  greatest  interest.  He  drifts 
over  every  lake  and  tarn,  whips  this  river  and 
that,  takes  an  odd  cast  in  almost  every  beck  and 
mountain  burn,  but  makes,  what  is  to  myself,  a 
great  omission — he  drops  not  one  solitary  fly  on 
the  bosom  of  the  Craik,  which  tumbles  the  waves 
of  Coniston  down  to  the  sea.  Is  its  reputation 
as  a  fishing  stream  so  had  ? 

I  ought  to  have  been  a  born  angler,  for  I  was 
born  on  its  banks.  My  dad  held  two  livings 
which  lay  along  its  course — e  contra — I  am  a 
novice  with  the  angle,  and  an  old  novice,  too — all 
“  along  of  ”  that  delicious  river. 

The  pater  was  an  accomplished  angler,  dressed 
his  own  flies,  could  make  his  own  tackle,  and  had 
the  river  almost  at  his  door  for  fourteen  years, 
then  left  all  its  charms  for  a  better  living,  where 
never  a  trout  could  swim  or  even  stream  could 
flow.  Many  a  time,  as  a  boy  and  man,  I  found 
myself  wandering  among  the  lakes  and  their 
streams,  but  only  with  a  sketch-book  and  a  staff, 
for  I  loved  not  my  father’s  old  recreation.  I 
lived  on  the  banks  of  Derby’s  Derwent  for  years, 
but  never  swished  a  rod ;  I  resided  for  years 
amidst  some  of  the  choicest  lakes  and  rivers  of 
Co.  Kerry,  but  never  cast  a  line — all  “  along  of  ” 
that  dearest  of  all  rivers,  to  me,  the  Craik — for 
my  dad  used  to  rehearse  the  articles  of  his  fishing 
creed  to  us  boys,  but  in  such  oracular  sayings  as 
effectually  defeated  their  object,  and  shut  out  the 
delights  of  fly-fishing. 

Some  few  of  his  articles  I  well  remember  still, 
and  can  now  as  well  interpret :  ‘‘you  must  tie 
your  own  flies.”  “  You  must  have  patience  to  fish 
in  a  bucket  of  water  all  day.”  “  You  must  be  able 
to  cast  a  fly  into  an  egg  cup.”  “  You  must  make 
your  fly  float.”  “You  must  keep  out  of  sight.”  I 
despairedof  attaining  to  suchnecessary  perfection, 
and  declined  their  temptations  utterly  till  over 
forty,  but  am  now  the  keenest  of  all  keen  anglers. 
Two  years  ago  I  visited  the  old  scenes,  after 
years  of  interval,  with  new  feelings,  and  out  came 
the  cat.  There  before  my  eyes  lay  the  fatal 
secret — the  pater  had  to  fish  one  of  the  most 
pellucid  streams  that  ever  held  a  trout.  Even 
then,  a  day  or  two  after  excessive  rain,  which 
had  put  the  Lune,  as  I  was  rushed  over  it,  into 
the  meadows,  its  waters  were  so  clear  pins  could 
have  been  seen  in  the  bottom  of  its  deepest  pools. 
Then  I  learned  the  foundation  of  his  creed. 
Hence  my  wasted  life !  Hinc  illce  lacrimce  !  I 
have  by  me  some  of  my  father’s  old  flies  and 
tackle  after  forty-eight  years’  rest.  Some  of  the 
flies  are  mouldering,  but  how  fine  the  gut,  how 
long  the  horse  hair  ! 

1  am  planning  literally  to  follow  in  his  foot¬ 
steps.  Will  “  Gilnockie  ”  kindly  say  a  good  word 
for  the  Craik  as  a  trouting  river  it  he  can  ?  for, 
though  having  taken  my  “rise”  so  near,  I  kno?v 
nothing  of  its  present  capabilities. 

Old  Novice. 


PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  Lancashire  correspondent, 
after  venting  his  prejudices  against  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  goes  a  little  further  and 
charges  me  with  discourtesy  to  certain  persons 
in  the  North  to  whom  I  refused  to  forward  a 
code  of  our  rules  and  bye-laws.  Some  eighteen 
months  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smeeth, 
of  Manchester,  asking  me  for  a  code  of  rules, 
but,  owing  to  my  committee  not  sanctioning  me 
sending  them,  I  replied  and  stated  that  I  would 
give  him  any  information  he  required,  and  at  the 
same  time  I  asked  the  gentleman  if  he  required 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  laying  them  before 
his  association  with  a  view  of  their  joining  the 
Provincial  Association.  In  the  course  of  a  day 
or  two  I  received  a  reply  to  the  effect  that  the 
Manchester  Association  were  quite  strong  enough 
to  manage  their  own  affairs,  and  as  I  refused  to 
forward  the  rules  asked  for,  the  correspondence 
to  be  closed.  Yet  I  offered  to  give  Mr.  Smeeth 
any  information  that  he  required.  I  also  received 
what  your  correspondent  calls  a  code  of  the  so- 
called  Northern  Association  rules,  which  chiefly 
relate  to  restocking  waters,  &c.,  with  nothing 
bearing  upon  the  rules  for  the  governing  the 
railway  privileges  like  our  own;  and  I  quite 
agree  with  my  committee  in  withholding  the 
rules  from  any  association  unless  they  are  satisfied 


that  the  association  applying  for  them  intend 
joining  us.  On  the  face  of  this  I  cannot  see  how 
I  can  be  termed  discourteous. 

I  must  now  again  refer  to  the  Bolton  Associa¬ 
tion,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  one  of  the  very 
best  associations  in  the  North,  and  I  see  by  their 
last  balance  sheet  that  they  are  in  no  way  con¬ 
nected  with  the  N.A.A.  I  was  applied  to  by 
the  Bolton  secretary  for  particulars  as  to  the 
cost  of  joining  us,  and  in  my  reply  I  gave  a 
rough  guess  at  the  cost ;  but  now  find,  upon  going 
carefully  into  the  matter,  and  as  they  require 
only  the  privilege  to  travel  on  one  line  only,  that 
the  total  cost  for  the  present  year,  including 
subscriptions,  cards,  stamps,  a  small  code  of 
rules  for  each  member,  and  visiting  fee,  will  be 
under  £10.  After  this,  as  I  have  pointed  out 
before,  the  cards  and  stamps  are  issued  free  of 
charge,  and  the  subscription  of  2d.  per  member 
every  six  months  is  all  that  is  asked ;  and  if  in 
the  course  of  time  the  association  can  see  its 
way  clear  to  lower  this  charge  of  4d.  per  annum 
they  will  only  be  too  pleased  to  do  so. 

The  answer  to  the  question  raised  again  by 
your  correspondent,  re  the  dispensation  of  the 
privilege,  is  this,  that  the  railway  companies 
have  found  out,  after  careful  consideration,  that 
the  privilege  should  be  worked  from  one  centre, 
and  that  one  association  should  be  responsible 
for  the  safe  keeping  and  guarding  of  the  privilege. 
The  Great  Western  have  adopted  this  plan,  and 
it  has  worked  so  satisfactory  with  them  and  the 
Provincial  Association  that  they  not  only  recog¬ 
nise  this  association  only,  but  have  recommended 
us  to  the  other  companies. 

With  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  your  corre¬ 
spondent’s  letter,  in  which  he  mentions  the  claims 
of  I  don’t  know  how  many  anglers — Oh,  50,000, 
that’s  it — I  must,  until  I  hear  more  from  the 
North,  say  that  they  exist  in  his  own  sweet 
imagination,  but  as  your  correspondent  is  an 
angler,  we  won’t  cavil  over  about  40,000,  as  all 
anglers  speak  the  truth  when  it  suits  them,  but  I 
may  say  that  if  there  were,  I  will  say,  about  5,000 
only,  how  is  it  that  they  are  not  more  united  ? 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  differ  with  your  corre¬ 
spondent  upon  our  selfishness  as  he  chooses  to 
call  it.  We  are  not  selfish,  and  it  is  the  object  of 
the  Provincial  Association  to  help  those  wbo  are 
unable  to  help  themselves,  by  the  way  of  obtain¬ 
ing  of  cheap  travelling  privileges,  and  also  by 
other  means — preventing  pollution  and  destruc¬ 
tion  of  fish  life  in  our  rivers.  We  have  certain 
privileges  in  our  hands,  and  we  wish  all  bond  fide 
anglers  to  share  these  concessions  with  us,  and  I 
am  open  to  correspond  with  secretaries  of  associa¬ 
tions  with  a  view  of  becoming  affiliated.  All 
associations  joining  will  be  placed  on  terms  of 
equality,  and  at  the  proper  time  may  make  any 
alterations  they  may  think  fit  in  our  rules  and 
bye-laws. 

I  am  at  all  times  open  to  give  all  information 
required,  and  I  hope  that  the  associations  requir¬ 
ing  information  will  not  allow  themselves  to  be 
misled  by  what  has  been  published  against  our 
association  by  persons  who  are  entirely  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  work  done  in  the  past  and  what 
we  intend  doing  in  the  future. — Yours  truly, 
Charles  White,  Gen.  Sec.  P.A.A. 

42,  Tenby-street,  North  Birmingham. 


INSABULUM,  OR  SAND  PROOF  WADER. 

Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me  if  an  Insabulum,  or  Sand-Proof  Wader  was 
not  brought  out  many  years  ago,  and  named 
Insabulum,  by  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Prout,  of  Oxford? — 
I  am,  &c.,  0.  O.  D. 

[We  have  referred  to  this  in  a  note. — Ed — ] 

WELLINGBOROUGH  ON  THE  NUN. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  inform  me  through 
the  next  issue  of  the  Ganette — 

1.  Whether  Wellingborough,  in  the  county  of 
Northamptonshire,  is  within  the  district  of  any 
board  of  conservators,  if  so,  what  board  ? 

2.  Whether  any  angling  society,  having  waters 

under  their  own  control,  can  legally  allow  their 
members  to  angle  in  their  waters  between  the 
16th  of  March  and  the  16th  day  of  June.— I 
remain,  yours  faithfully,  J.  T.  Hardy. 

[Wellingborough  is  not  in  a  fishery  district. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  anyone  angling  in  a 
private  fishery  between  16th  of  March  and  16th  of 
June.  The  Act  only  applies  to  public  waters. — Ed.] 


THE  FLY-FISHER’S  ENTOMOLOGY. 

Dear  Sir, — Although  the  changes  in  the  life 
of  the  Ephemeridce  are  known  and  mentioned  by 
all  writers  on  the  subject  of  aquatic  flies,  the 
general  mode  of  their  metamorphosis  seems 
scarcely  to  have  been  sufficiently  clearly  laid 
down  by  anyone. 

It  is  therefore  much  to  be  desired  that  some 
competent  observer  should  undertake  the  task  of 
describing  and  painting  the  commonest  flies,  a 
classification  of  which,  in  accordance  with  most 
of  the  authorities  with  which  I  am  acquainted, 
would  take  the  following  shape,  somewhat  after 
Mr.  F.  Halford’s  illustrations  of  the  May-fly, 
Plate  XVII.,  in  “  Dry  Ply  Pishing  in  Theory  and 
Practice,”  or  the  plate  in  Mr.  Poster’s  catalogue : 

Blue  Drake  (Cock  Tail). 

Order,  &c. 

Sub-Imago. 

Male.  Female. 

Bluish  smokey.  Larger  and  lighter. 

Spinner  or  Imago,  immediately  after  casting 
its  skin. 

Leather-coloured  with  Yellowish  olive, 

slight  greenish  tinge. 

Spinner  or  Imago,  after  two  or  three  days 
and  until  death  in  about  six  days- 
Red  Spinner.  Rich  Yellow  Spinner. 

If  I  may  mention  the  March  Brown,  I  think 
careful  observation  would  class  the  various  forms 
of  that  fly  as  follows  : — 

March  Brow'n  (Dun  Drake). 

Order,  &c. 

Sub-Imago. 

Male.  Female. 

Ashy  brown.  Larger  and  lighter, 

with  mottled  wings.  greenish  tinge,  &c. 

Spinner  or  Imago,  immediately  after  casting 
its  skin. 

^^''’chSkTi^g^'''’'®  Checkwing. 

Spinner  or  Imago,  after  two  or  three  days  and 
until  death  in  about  six  days. 

Great  Red  Spinner.  Amber  Drake. 

Each  figure  being  described  after  the  manner 
adopted  by  Mr.  Alfred  Ronalds  and  Mr.  P. 
Walbran,  with  measurements,  and  such  notes 
upon  its  natural  history,  and  notices  of  the  effects 
of  hot  and  cold  weather  upon  its  colours  as  can 
be  afforded,  showing  the  difference  between  the 
male  and  female  sub-imago,  the  appearance  of 
each  fly  immediately  after  changing  its  skin  into 
the  spinner  or  imago  state,  and  the  gradual 
change  into  the  Red  Spinner,  Jenny  Spinner,  or 
other  final  state,  as  the  case  may  be. 

My  observations  lead  me  to  think  that  each  fly, 
male  or  female,  only  casts  its  skin  once,  changing 
from  the  sub-imago  to  the  imago  state,  thus 
having  three  distinct  appearances.  The  change 
from  the  first  imago  colour  to  the  final  colour 
being  a  gradual  change,  extending  over  two  or 
three  days,  up  to  some  six  days ;  which  gradual 
change  not  only  gives  the  three  absolute  states, 
but  the  various  intermediate  shades,  which  are 
visible,  but,  I  may  venture  to  say,  indescribable. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  fly-fisherman,  what  a 
relief  to  the  confusion  in  which  we  now  live 
would  it  be  to  have  a  clear  knowledge  of  the 
various  changes  in  the  lives  of  the  May-fly, 
March  Brown,  Blue  Drake,  and  Iron  Blue. 

I  think  you  will  find  the  above  remarks  in 
accordance  with  the  “Fly-Fisher’s  Entomology.” 
by  A.  Ronalds,  and  also  with  pages  34  and  35 
of  “  British  Angling  Flies,”  but  at  variance  with 
some  other  passages  in  that  very  excellent  work; 
for  the  correctness  of  which  Mr.  Walbran  is  non 
responsible,  they  being  the  opinions  of  the  original 
writer  of  the  book. — Yours  truly,  C.  E.  R. 


A  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  THE  DAMPING  BOX. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  discovered  a  capital  and 
convenient  substitute  for  the  tin  damping  box 
now  in  common  use  for  carrying  spare  gut  casts. 
Dip  the  cast  in  water,  and  then  place  it  in  an  ordi¬ 
nary  indiarubber  tobacco  pouch.  It  will  very 
quickly  become  thoroughly  soaked,  and  will  remain 
soft  and  pliable  for  several  days  without  further 
attention. — Yours  faithfully,  Fred.  Hoavard. 

Ha/.elwood  House,  Loddeswell,  near 
Kingsbridge,  April  24. 
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MARKED  SALMON. 

Sir,  — I  have  read  with  great  pleasure  the 
translation  of  the  lecture  delivered  by  the  Nor- 
■wegia,n  Fishery  Inspector  on  his  experiments  in 
marking  salmon  and  sea  trout  on  the  west  coast 
of  Norway,  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of 
Saturday  last.  It  is  most  deeply  interesting, 
and  to  me  it  is  especially  so,  as  it  shows  that 
persons  wholly  unknown  to  each  other,  having 
the  same  objects  in  view,  and  living  a  great 
number  of  miles  apart,  have  been  meeting  with 
the  same  difficulties  in  the  carrying  out  of  their 
experiments,  and  have  to  a  very  great  extent 
been  adopting  the  same  measures  in  the  hope  of 
surmounting  them. 

Of  course  the  experiments  carried  out  by  the 
Norwegian  Inspector  have  been  on  a  far  larger 
scale  than  anything  which  I  as  a  humble  marker 
of  fish  could  possibly  attempt,  as  it  appears  that 
national  funds  were  granted  to  him  for  the 
purpose. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  two  great  diffi¬ 
culties  to  be  overcome  are  the  finding  a  suitable 
metal  to  be  used  in  the  marking,  and  when  that 
has  been  done,  a  mode  of  affixing  the  label  to  the 
fish  in  a  firm  and  proper  way  by  a  metal,  combi¬ 
nation  of  metals,  or  other  method  that  will  not 
in  the  salt  water  set  up  galvanic  action,  and  thus 
peril  the  stability  of  the  label. 

For  very  many  months,  I  might  almost  say 
years,  I  have  been  experimenting  with  labels 
made  of  different  metals  and  substances,  and 
have  had  them  immersed  in  salt  water  for  periods 
varying  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  months  at  a 
time,  before  adopting  those  now  used  by  me  ;  but 
I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied 
with  the  result. 

I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  success  which  I 
have  obtained  is  far  smaller  than  I  anticipated, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  Norwegian  Inspec¬ 
tor  s  results,  although  somewhat  better  than  my 
own,  are  still  far  from  satisfactory,  as  out  of  six 
thousand  salmon  and  sea  trout  which  are  stated 
to  have  been  marked  by  him,  only  a  very  small 
proportion  appear  to  have  returned.  This  I 
think  must  arise  from  some  defect  in  the  mark¬ 
ing,  whereby,  from  causes  not  yet  ascertained,  the 
labels  have  become  detached,  as,  if  such  had  not 
been  the  case,  very  many  more  fish  would,  in  my 
opinion,  have  been  retaken.  I  am  especially  led 
to  this  conclusion,  as  the  results  (so  far  as  they 
have  shown  anything  at  present)  have  confirmed 
the  opinion  which  I  have  always  most  strongly 
held,  and  which  I  am  glad  to  see  is  shared  in  by 
Herr  A.  Landmark,  namely :  that  fish  almost 
always,  if  not  invariably  (unless  prevented  by 
some  unsurmountable  obstacle)  return  to  the 
river  in  which  they  were  spawned. 

The  results  ascertained  by  Herr  Landmark,  as 
to  the  increase  in  the  weight  of  the  fish  during 
their  stay  in  the  salt  water  and  their  returns  to 
the  rivers,  are  also  very  interesting,  but  in  the 
few  cases  in  which  fish  marked  by  me,  or  under 
my  supervision,  have  been  recaptured,  the  in¬ 
crease  of  weight  has  been  proportionately  larger 
than  anything  mentioned  with  respect  to  the 
Norwegian  rivers.  I  have  one  instance  of  a  fish 
marked  on  March  9  in  one  year  and  retaken  on 
March  20  of  the  following  year,  the  weights  being 
stated  at  about  61b.  when  marked,  and  171b.  when 
retaken,  which  would  give  an  increase  of  about 
lib.  each  month,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  the  weight 
wheii  the  fish  was  originally  marked  cannot,  in  my 
opinion,  be  depended  upon,  as  the  gentleman  to 
whom  the  labels  were  sent  left  the  marking  to 
his  fisherman,  w'ho  was  a  somewhat  ignorant  man, 
and  very  much  inclined  to  deal  with  matters  by 
rule  of  thumb. 

I  may  say  that  one  of  my  great  difficulties  has 
been  the  getting  the  fish  carefully  weighed  at  the 
time  of  marking  when  I  have  not  myself  been 
present,  and  the  same  remarks  will  apply  with 
respect  to  distinguishing  the  sex  of  the  fish.  I 
not  long  ago  received  from  a  keeper  a  list  of  fish 
marked  by  him,  with  the  weight  and  sex  of  each 
fish  stated,  but  many  months  after,  one  of  the 
fish  was  retaken,  and  the  return  made  to  me  by 
a  different  keeper,  the  same  fish  being  stated  to 
be  of  one  sex  when  marked  and  of  a  different  one 
when  retaken. 

The  mode  in  which  one  or  two  marked  fish 
have,  when  retaken,  been  traced,  would,  I  feel 
sure,  if  1  were  to  enter  on  the  matter,  be  most 
interesting  to  your  readers,  but  I  feel  that  my 
letter  has  already  exceeded  the  length  which  your 


courtesy  may  allow  me,  and  I  do  not  therefore 
say  more ;  and  because,  also,  I  trust  at 
some  future  time  to  give  the  results  of  such 
efforts  as  I  have  been  able  to  make  to  elucidate 
the  habits  of  migratory  fish  in  a  rather  more 
ample  manner. 

I  may  say,  however,  that  to  do  so  on  imperfect  in¬ 
formation,  and  on  results  which  have  not  extended 
over  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  or  been  carried 
out  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  absolutely  insure 
their  being  entirely  reliable,  would  be  useless, 
and  it  would  bo  better  for  us  to  remain  in  our 
state  of  almost  entire  ignorance  on  the  subject 
as  at  present  than  to  (seek  to  build  up  any  par¬ 
ticular  theory  by  such  means. — I  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  Harey  G.  Green. 

Laverton  House,  Southampton. 

[We  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Green  that  it  is  a 
great  mistake  to  build  up  a  fine  theory  on  a  very 
shadowy  skeleton  of  fact. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  CONN. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  Mr.  Sack’s  letter, 
I  have  just  returned,  with  my  son,  from  a  ten 
days  stay  at  Lough  Conn  Lodge,  Cloghans, 
Ballina,  and  can  fully  endorse  all  that  Mr.  Sachs 
says  respecting  the  comforts  and  attention  which 
anglers  will  find  who  place  themselves  in  the 
hands  of  Thomas  Clarke  and  Sons. 

The  proprietor,  Tom  Clarke  (as  he  prefers  to  be 
called),  is  one  of  those  typical,  outspoken  men 
who  create  an  impression  as  soon  as  we  come  in 
contact  with  them.  You  judge  him  at  once 
to  be  an  honest,  straightforward  man  upon  whom 
you  can  rely.  He  is  a  model  of  industry,  having 
his  own  hand  in  the  building  and  enlargement 
of  his  place,  which,  as  described  by  Mr.  Sachs,  is 
now  capable  of  accommodating  at  least  sixteen 
visitors.  As  we  were  leaving  he  was  busy  erect¬ 
ing  an  outbuilding  to  form  a  large  general  dining 
room  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  completed  this 
summer.  On  behalf  of  myself  and  son,  I  must 
say  we  had  most  comfortable  apartments,  the  best 
of  good  plain  food  (and  plenty  of  it) ;  while  it  is 
due  to  Mrs.  Clarke,  who  superintended  these 
affairs,  to  say  that  nothing  could  surpass  her 
attention  and  desire  to  please  us. 

As  regards  the  fishing,  I  am  sorry  to  say 
we  were  not  so  successful ;  the  weather  being  too 
bright  and  wind  nearly  every  day  in  the  east  or 
north-east  quarter. 

We  got  three  or  four  trout  a  day  with  the  fly, 
but  no  salmon,  though  we  fished  hard  with  both 
fly  and  troll.  We  saw  some  salmon  jump,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  trout,  pike,  and  perch ;  but, 
strange  to  say,  no  fish  of  any  kind  touched  the 
artificial  minnow,  though  we  tried  Phantoms  and 
Devons  of  various  sizes  and  colours  between 
every  drift.  I  landed  two  trouc  (one  of  about 
31b.)  with  a  small  spoon,  and  that  was  all  we  did 
trolling. 

One  day  we  fished  the  Moy  with  Jim  Hearns, 
of  Ballina,  and  hooked  two  kelts  with  fly,  one  of 
111b.,  the  other  of  61b.  My  boy,  fishing  with 
a  grilse  rod,  had  the  big  fish  on  for  over  an  hour, 
and  thought  he  had  a  fresh  run  salmon,  only  to 
be  disappointed.  The  fishing,  however,  all  round 
was  pronounced  to  be  decidedly  bad. 

There  is  hope,  nevertheless,  that  those  who 
follow  us  will  meet  with  good  sport.  I  am  told 
that  J une  will  prove  a  better  time  on  the  lake,  if, 
as  is  to  be  expected,  there  comes  a  good  fall  of 
rain  to  swell  the  river  and  carry  the  many  salmon 
which  must  be  waiting  to  enter  the  lake. 

We  were  so  delighted  with  Lough  Conn,  its 
charming  scenery,  the  bracing  air  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  and  sea,  together  with  the  comforts  W'e  met 
at  Tom  Clarke’s,  it  will  be  a  real  pleasure  to  visit 
the  place  again,  especially  if  we  are  in  the  right 
time  for  the  fishing.— Yours  faithfully, 

Croydon,  April  19.  James  Callaghan. 


SHAD  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  enquiries  about 
shad  fishing  by  one  of  your  correspondents,  I 
fear  the  following  information  will  be  of  little 
assistance.  Shad  come  up  the  tideway  of  the 
river  Barrow  as  far  as  the  lowest  weir,  which  is 
thirty  miles  from  open  sea,  and  quite  fresh 
water.  The  trouting  at  this  point— that  is  the 
highest  point  of  tidal  influence — is  very  good, 
and  the  shad,  when  in  the  river,  are  a  terrible 
nuisance,  as  they  keep  taking  the  trout  fly.  Last 
year  they  came  up  during  latter  half  of  May.  I 


was  wading  out  when  suddenly  they  began  to 
literaUy  “rush  around,’’  apparently  spinning 
round  in  concentric  circles,  and  making  a  terrific 
row  on  the  surface.  Men  go  into  the  river  with  nets 
to  catch  them  to  feed  their  pigs  with,  and,  what 
with  the  noise  of  the  shad  and  the  shouting  of 
the  men,  you  are  nearly  deafened.  The  trout  go 
down  promptly,  but  if  anyone  has  a  taste  for 
playing  of  shad  he  can  have  enough  of  it.  Head¬ 
quarters  would  be  Graiguenamanagh  for  the 
fishing  at  St.  Mullens,  three  miles  off.  A  mail- 
car  ^  connects  Graiguenamanagh  with  Borris 
station  on  G.S.W.  Railway,  Ireland. 

_  Old  Novice. 


THE  RIVER  ESKE  AND  LOUGH  ESKE, 
DONEGAL. 

Sir, — The  River  Eske  which  runs  into  the  sea 
at  this  town,  and  Lough  Eske  which  is  situate 
about  four  miles  from  this,  have  been  opened  to 
the  angling  public  by  the  lessee  of  Lord  Arran’s 
fishery.  The  charge  is  half-a-crown  a  day,  and 
tickets  can  be  procured  from  the  proprietor  of  the 
Arran  Arms  Hotel  in  this  town,  whether  the 
applicant  be  a  visitor  at  that  hotel  or  resident 
elsewhere. 

The  brown  trout  fishing  commences  on  the 
1st  of  March,  but  the  angler  cannot  rely  on 
getting  clean  run  sea-trout  until  the  middle  of 
May,  nor  clean  run  salmon  until  the  month  of 
June. 

The  opening  of  this  lake,  which  is  only  twelve 
minutes  by  rail  from  here,  may  prove  of  consider¬ 
able  benefit,  not  only  to  this  town  but  also  to  the 
village  of  Mount  Charles,  a  well-known  seaside 
bathing  place  about  three  miles  from  here.  When 
the  new  railway  station  is  opened  at  Mount 
Charles,  it  will  be  possible  for  the  angler  to  have 
a  dip  in  the  sea  in  the  morning,  run  up  to  Lough 
Eske  after  breakfast,  before  noon,  and  be  home  in 
time  for  dinner. 

At  Mount  Charles  is  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water, 
but  I  am  informed  that  there  are  no  fish  in  it. 
No  doubt  it  will  soon  be  stocked  with  trout. 
There  are  several  trout  streams  within  easy 
reach  of  Donegal,  for  instance,  the  Laghy  within 
two  miles,  and  tbe  Ballantia  river  within  five 
miles.  The  Ballantia  river  holds  sea-trout  and 
clean  run  salmon.  When  the  railway  between 
Donegal  and  Killybegs  is  opened,  a  number  of 
nice  streams,  all  of  them  containing  brown  trout, 
and  some  of  them  holding  sea-trout  and  salmon, 
will  be  easily  get-at-able  by  anglers  residing  at 
either  Donegal  or  Mount  Charles. 

_ '  Innis-Owen. 


LLYN  DYWEINYDD. 

Sir, — For  many  years  I  have  gone  for  my 
annual  fishing  excursion  to  Capel  Curig,  and  I 
have  generally  met  with  fair  sport ;  but  what  I 
am  anxious  to  find  out  is  how  to  obtain  permission 
to  fish  Llyn  Dyweinydd,  the  only  really  reserved 
lake  in  the  district,  and  the  best.  If  any  of  your 
correspondents  could  help  me  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged. — Yours,  &c..  Red  Spinner. 

Llangollen,  April  20. 


“PISON”  FOR  MIDGES,  MOSQUITOES, 
AND  SUCH  SMALL  DEER. 

Sir, — A  fellow  member  of  the  F.F.C.  gave  me 
a  recipe  some  years  ago.  I  found  it  absolutely 
perfect  to  keep  them  off  : 

Pyrethrum  (fluid)  mixed  with  glycerine,  for 
application  to  the  skin.  It  is  not  the  least 
unpleasant.  I  got  a  bottle  made  up  in  Bond- 
street  by  a  chemist.  It  sufficed  to  keep  me  from 
attacks  during  a  season  in  Norway. — Yours,  Ac., 
_  “Hi  Regan.’’ 


GENUINE  “HARRIS”  TWEED  WANTED. 

Sir, — Can  any  readers  of  your  valuable  paper 
inform  me  where  I  can  buy  genuine  “  Harris  ” 
tweed,  i.e.,  hand  made  by  the  crofters  of  that 
island. — Yours,  Ac.,  _  Angler. 

THE  BROXBOURNE  FISHERY  ON  THE 
LEA. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  state  in  your 
next  issue  that  the  Lea  (Broxbourne)  fishery  will 
close  on  the  1st  May  this  year,  instead  of  on  the 
15th  as  heretofore. — Yours  truly, 

E.  G.  Beningeield. 
The  Crown  Hotel,  Broxbourne  Bridge,  Herts. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Tenby  Piscatorials  was  held 
at  the  Tenby  Eestaurant,  Tenby-street,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  April  19.  The  meeting,  which  was  above 
the  average,  as  far  as  the  attendance  of  the  members  was 
concerned,  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  King.  The 
business  transacted  was  of  a  very  important  character. 
The  minutes  of  the  committee,  held  on  April  3,  were 
read  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Plavell,  the  chief  portion 
of  which  related  to  the  club’s  annual  contest,  the  date 
suggested  by  the  committee  being  July  23  next ;  this, 
upon  being  put  to  the  meeting,  was  unanimously  agreed 
upon  ;  the  committee  also  suggested  that  the  contest  be 
fished  in  the  Avon  at  Twyning  Fleet ;  this  was  also 
accepted.  Mr.  Yates,  of  the  Camden  Society,  was 
appointed  referee.  The  action  of  the  committee  in 
promoting  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  prize  fund, 
to  take  place  at  the  club-house  on  May  11  next,  was 
unanimously  approved  of.  The  chairman  informed  the 
meeting  that  a  first-class  array  of  artists  had  promised 
to  attend,  and  he  had  great  confidence  in  saying  that, 
with  the  aid  of  the  concert,  the  prize  fund  would  be 
greatly  augmented.  The  balance-sheet  for  the  quarter 
ending  March  30,  which  showed  that  the  sum  of  over 
£12  was  carried  forward  to  the  general  account,  after 
defraying  the  liabilities,  was  passed.  Mr.  G.  King  then 
presented  the  society  with  a  challenge  cup,  to  be  fished 
for  at  the  club’s'annual  contests,  together  with  a  framed 
certificate  for  the  first  \vinner.  Mr.  King,  in  presenting 
the  cup,  said  that  he  presented  it  to  the  club  on  the 
understanding  that  it  should  not  be  won,  but  should  go 
with  the  first  prize  ;  the  winner  to  receive  a  certificate, 
showing  that  he  had  won  the  cup,  and  also  that  the 
winner  be  allowed  to  hold  the  cup  in  his  possession  for 
twelve  months.  Mr.  White,  on  behalf  of  the  society, 
accepted  the  cup,  and  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  King  for  his  generous  offer.  This  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Hall,  and  was  carried  with  acclamation.  Mr. 
King  briefly  replied  when  the  important  matter  of  the 
Birmingham  Association  Challenge  Cup  was  discussed, 
and  it  was  decided  to  affirm  the  principle,  and  to 
instruct  the  delegates  to  support  the  cup  committee  at 
the  forthcoming  meeting. 

The  Severn  Fishery  Board  meeting,  which  was  held 
on  Thursday  last,  April  20,  at  the  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Birmingham,  was  held  under  great  disadvantage  to  the 
members,  and  also  the  press.  The  reasons  assigned 
for  this  being,  that  the  large  room  usually  used  by  the 
board  being  engaged,  and  the  meeting  had  to  be  held  in 
a  room  anything  but  suitable  for  the  purpose.  Owing 
to  the  crowded  state  of  the  room,  the  reporters  were 
unable  to  gain  admittance,  and  the  reports  that  they 
obtained  were  from  the  information  given  them  by  the 
clerk.  This  state  of  things  is  very  much  to  be 
regretted,  and  I  think  that  the  city  authorities  should 
be  asked  to  provide  a  room  for  the  board  to  meet 
in.  The  chief  business  transacted  with  interest  to 
Midland  anglers  was  the  all-important  Avon  question, 
and  I  am  informed  by  the  provincial  representatives  on 
the  board  that  an  enquiry  will  shortly  be  held  in 
Birmingham  upon  the  matter,  when  certain  officers  of 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board  will  attend  at  an  appointed 
place — selected  by  the  Provincial  Association — for  the 
purpose  of  taking  down  in  writing  all  the  information 
bearing  upon  the  subject.  The  evidence  will  be 
compiled  in  a  proper  manner,  and,  in  due  course,  be 
forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  Notices  of  the 
enquiry  will  be  forwarded  to  all  the  clubs  having  an 
interest  in  the  River  Avon  as  a  fishery.  The  date  of 
the  enquiry  will  shortly  be  made  known,  and  an 
endeavour  is  being  made  so  that  it  can  take  place  on  a 
Saturday  afternoon,  so  that  it  will  not  cause  some  of  the 
members  to  lose  their  work,  and  also  enable  persons 
coming  from  a  distance  to  be  present.  If  the  enquiry 
can  be  arranged  for  some  Saturday  afternoon,  as 
mentioned,  there  will  be  ten  times  more  evidence 
forthcoming,  and  of  a  more  forcible  character  than  if 
the  enquiry  was  held  on  any  other  day.  I  hope  the 
board  will  agree  to  the  recinest,  so  that  the  matter  may 
be  brought  to  a  more  successful  issue. 

A  new  angling  association  is  being  formed  at  Broms- 
grove.  Mr.  J.  Newell  is  the  secretary. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  past  week  in  Derbyshire  has  again  been  brilliantly 
fine  and  most  unnaturally  warm,  the  consequence  being 
that  the  streams  are  all  too  low  for  angling,  and  are 
running  extremely  fine.  In  the  Wye,  Derwent,  and 
Dove  but  little  has  been  done,  an  odd  fish  here  and  there 
being  about  all  that  is  being  taken.  Until  we  have  a 
decided  downfall  of  rain  I  fear  that  sport  on  the  Derby¬ 
shire  streams  will  be  at  best  intermittent  and  confined 
to  “  locals  ”  who  are  always  on  the  spot  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  rise,  and  who  can  fish  late. 

In  connection  with  the  pollution  of  the  Derwent  at 
Belper,  I  see  in  a  local  paper  that  a  writer  of  notes 
seems  to  regard  the  outcry  against  the  pollution  of  the 
stream  by  Belper  made  by  the  county  council,  and  the 
Trent  Board  as  much  more  objectionable  than  the  pol¬ 
lution  itself.  If  the  writer  be  in  earnest,  it  serves  to 
illustrate  the  recklessly  indifferent  spirit  in  which  people 
regard  such  matters,  and  serves  to  emphasize  my  remarks 
on  the  question  in  last  week’s  notes.  I  can  hardly 
believe,  however,  that  the  writer  intended  to  seriously 


advance  such  an  absurd  proposition,  even  though  he  had 
no  direct  or  indirect  interest  in  fish  or  fishing. 

Salmon  fishing  has  this  week  been  at  a  standstill. 
Mr,  Wood  has,  I  believe,  had  one  or  two  trials  at  King’s 
Mills,  but  his  efforts  have  met,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
with  no  success.  The  river  is  certainly  far  too  low  in 
most  places  for  spinning,  though  a  fish  might  be  picked 
up  with  the  worm  or  the  prawn,  though  the  latter  lure 
does  not  seem  to  find  much  favour  in  Trent  salmon 
anglers’  eyes.  Some  portions  of  the  river,  frequented 
by  salmon,  though  far  from  ideal,  are  not  ill  adapted 
for  its  use.  In  the  present  low  state  of  the  water,  it 
would  probably,  on  the  analogy  of  other  rivers,  prove 
more  deadly  than  any  other  lure.  The  lower  the  water, 
the  better  the  results,  within  my  experience,  yielded  by 
the  prawn,  though  on  sporting  ground  I  cannot  find  any 
justification  for  its  use,  save  the  compulsion  of  stern 
necessity. 

In.  continuation  of  my  recent  remarks  as  to  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  Trent  as  a  salmon  river,  what  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  required  by  way  of  improvement,  is  a  com¬ 
plete  overhaul  of  all  the  fish  passes  presently  existing 
on  the  river.  Averham  Weir,  above  Newark,  does  not, 
I  think,  present  any  very  great  difficulty  to  ascending 
fish,  though  even  there  the  fish  require  a  heavy  flood  to 
make  them  essay  the  weir.  The  fish  ladder  here  is  by 
no  means  a  bad  one,  but  it  is  far  from  ideal.  In  all 
salmon  rivers  fish  will  not,  of  course,  run,  unless  there 
is  some  sort  of  “  fresh  ”  coming  down,  but  so  far  as  I 
can  judge,  Trent  salmon  require  a  heavy  flood  before 
they  show  any  tendency  to  move  upwards  at  all.  I  have 
little  doubt  but  that  this  disinclination  is  due  to  the 
presence  of  these  extremely  high  weirs,  and 
the  inadequacy  of  the  passes  to  serve  the  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  they  have  been  constructed. 
Once  over  Averham  Weir,  there  is  no  great  obstacle  to 
the  passage  of  the  fish  until  they  reach  King’s  Mills 
Weir,  Beeston,  andColwick  Weir,  presenting,  especially 
the  latter,  no  great  obstacle  to  their  ascent,  while  Trent 
Weir  can  be  so  called  only  by  courtesy.  In  spite  of  this 
fact,  the  fish  seem  to  have  developed  a  habit  of  resting 
below  each  and  making  successive  stages  in  their  passage 
upwards  according  to  the  succeeding  floods.  Once  up  at 
King’s  Mills  the  fish  go  no  further ;  indeed,  they  cannot 
do  so  unless  a  heavy  flood  be  sweeping  down  the 
Trent  valley.  In  such  long-continued  dry  weather  as 
this,  they  drop,  in  my  view,  back  to  some  such  deep 
hole  as  the  Long  Swim  ;  but  the  fact  that  they  can 
ascend  no  further  at  this  period  of  the  year  does  not 
matter,  for,  in  my  opinion,  the  fish  are  descending  (an 
Irish  way  of  putting  it),  and  the  Trent  is  not  a  spring 
river,  though  it  holds  an  odd  “springer,”  the  fish  at 
present  frequenting  its  higher  reaches  are  not,  in  my 
view,  fresh  run,  but  simply  more  or  less  well-mended 
kelts — an  opinion  which  is  indorsed  by  more  than  one 
competent  judge.  Apart  from  the  fish  which  I  have  seen, 
the  fact  that  no  salmon  have  been  observed  for  a  long 
period  in  the  estuary  and  tidal  waters,  points  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  no  marked  spring  run.  Later  in 
the  year,  however,  when  the  main  run  comes  on,  the  fish 
should  have  a  free  passage,  and  should  be  able  to  ascend 
in  any  state  of  the  water  that  is  not  abnormal.  As 
matters  are  they  cannot  do  so,  and  I  am  far  from  being 
certain  that  they  receive  that  assistance  in  their 
passage  which  they  might  reasonably  expect  from  lessees 
and  owners  of  fishing,  and,  speaking  generally,  from 
those  interested  in  their  welfare. 

Once  above  King’s  Mills  weir,  there  is  no  obstacle  to 
the  passage  of  the  fish  to  the  spawning  beds  on  that  not 
very  favourable  river  for  the  purpose,  the  Dove.  As  I 
pointed  out,  however,  last  week,  the  Derwent  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  natural  home  of  the  Trent  salmon,  but 
they,  as  a  rule,  avoid  it,  and,  if  they  enter  it,  are  power¬ 
less  to  ascend  Wilne  weir.  Even  if  they  could  pass 
this,  however,  the  sewage  and  other  pollution  from 
Derby  would  drive  them  back  ;  if  they  lived  to  spawn 
the  spawn  would  not  fructify,  for  pollution  is  far  more 
fatal  to  eggs  and  fry  than  the  grown  fish. 

What  is  wanted,  therefore,  in  the  meantime,  is  a  new 
series  of  salmon  passes.  In  one  of  the  Hebridean 
group  there  is  a  curious  pass  (if  it  may  be  so  called) 
which  might  with  advantage  be  tried  at  the  various 
weirs  of  Trent.  This  “  pass  ”  is  nothing  more  or  less 
than  a  pipe  of  very  large  diameter  led  out  into  the  sea. 
Through  this  pipe  the  water  from  the  small  ditch  or 
burn  connecting  the  loch  with  the  sea  flows.  It  was 
constructed  because  the  heavy  sea  on  the  west  coast 
blocked  up  with  sand  the  mouth  of  the  burn  from  time 
to  time.  'Phe  loch  above  (the  sea-trout  of  three  other 
lochs  pass  through  it)  is  the  best  for  its  size  attached  to 
any  hotel  in  Scotland  (especially  for  large  fish).  Now, 
if  such  a  pipe  were  run  through  the  weir  at  its  foot 
with  a  very  gentle  gradient,  it  might,  and,  I  believe, 
would,  enable  the  fish  to  pass  upwards  in  all  states  of 
the  water.  Whatever  plan  may  be  adopted,  the  Trent 
certainly  requires  new  passes,  if  it  is  to  have  justice  and 
be  given  a  chance  to  redeem  its  reputation  as  a  salmon 
river. 

There  is  yet  another  way  in  which  the  Trent  has  dete¬ 
riorated — in  fact,  ’oeen  utterly  ruined — and  what  might 
have  been  a  valuable  industry  destroyed.  I  allude  to 
the  presence  of  smelts  in  the  river,  or  “  sparlings  ”  as 
we  call  them  in  the  north.  Though  not  directly  inte¬ 
resting  Derbyshire,  yet  the  river  plays  such  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  in  the  Derbyshire  angling  world  that  we 
regard  its  interests  in  all  its  length  as  common  to  all  the 
districts  through  which  it  passes.  I  was  informed  the 
other  day  by  a  well-known  Lincolnshire  proprietor  that 
he  used  to  take  as  many  as  3000  smelts  from  the  Trent 
almost  any  afternoon.  You  may  net  the  river  all  season 
nowadays,  and  not  secure  a  single  specimen  of  this 
valuable  and  delicate  fish.  Pollution,  pure  and  simple — 
if  the  apparent  contradiction  may  be  pardoned — is  the 


cause  of  this,  and  every  town  from  Belper  to  Gains¬ 
borough  is  no  doubt  more  or  less  to  blame.  It  is  a  great 
misfortune,  but  one  not  beyond'remedy,  that  these  valua¬ 
ble  fish  should  no  longer  frequent  the  river. 

A  good  deal  of  misconception  seems  to  prevail  as  to 
the  state  of  the  law  with  reference  to  the  taking  of  eels 
during  the  close  season  by  means  of  rod  and  line.  As 
the  law  at  present  stands  eels  are  not  fresh-water  fish 
within  the  meaning  of  the  11th  section  of  the  Fresh¬ 
water  Fisheries  Act,  1878  ;  but  in  terms  of  the  Eels  Act 
1886  (49  Viet.  c.  2),  sect.  1,  they  cannot  be  angled  for 
with  rod  and  line,  and  are,  so  far  as  angling  is  concerned, 
in  precisely  the  same  position  as  the  other  kinds  of 
coarse  fish.  The  important  point,  however,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  their  exclusion  from  the  fresh-water  fish  cate¬ 
gory,  is  that  they  can  be  sold,  whereas  the  Act  (1878) 
absolutely  prohibits  the  sale  of  fresh-water  fish,  where¬ 
soever  caught,  the  4th  sub-section  simply  saying  “  any 
fresh-water  fish”  (other,  of  course,  than  pollan,  trout, 
or  char,  or  “  those  that  migrate  to  and  from  the  open 
sea  ”)  and  making  no  mention  of  the  usual  saving  clause 
“  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  fish  were  taken  in  a 
locality  to  which  the  Act  does  not  apply.”  I  make  special 
mention  of  eels,  because  I  am  aware  that  many  anglers 
continue  to  fish  for  eels  in,  I  believe,  perfect  good  faith, 
during  the  close  season,  especially  in  tidal  waters.  How 
the  Eels  Act  affects  the  general  decision  in  Bradley  v. 
Price,  and  the  definition  in  the  Acts  that  the  term  fresh¬ 
water  fish  includes  all  kinds  of  fish  living  temporarily 
or  permanently  in  fresh  water,  save  salmon,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  state,  but  it  seems  to  me  that,  so  long  as  a 
fish — even  a  white  fish — is  in  the  river,  it  must  neces¬ 
sarily  come  within  the  letter  if  not  the  spirit  of  the  act 
and  the  decision.  If  it  does  not  come  within  the  spirit 
of  the  Act,  then  its  object  is  defeated,  for  an  angler 
might  be  fishing  for  coarse  fish  or  eels  in  a  portion  of 
the  river  influenced  to  some  extent  by  the  tide  and 
occasionally  frequented  by  flounders,  and  urge  as  his 
defence  that  he  was  fishing  for  flounders — a  legal  thing 
for  him  to  do  all  the  year  round  provided  locale  in  no  way 
influences  the  legality  of  his  proceedings.  White  fish 
are,  of  course,  held  in  trust  for  the  people  by  the  Crown 
and  as  ferai  natural  are  res  nuUius,  to  which  the  fit 
occiipantis  phrase  of  the  civil  law  applies,  but  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that,  despite  of  all  this,  it  is  not  legal  to 
angle  for  them  during  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish,  in 
water  frequented  by  coarse  fish  and  with  a  lure  which 
may  take  coarse  fish,  on  that  very  same  principle  of 
public  expediency  which  prohibits  the  sale  of  trout  or 
char  in  England  during  the  close  season,  no  matter 
where  caught.  The  question  is  all  the  more  important 
by  reason  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Willis  Bund 
in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  and  I  shall  be  very  much 
surprised  if  that  opinion  does  not  lead  to  some  decision 
on  the  point,  as  his  view  is  sure  to  encourage  anglers  to 
fish  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Trent,  ostensibly  for 
white  fish. 

The  dace  and  roach  in  the  Trent  are  now  beginning  to 
congregate  by  the  banks  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  if 
we  have  this  dry  weather  much  longer  we  will  have  an 
outbreak  of  “  fungus  ”  to  fear,  such  as  occurred  towards 
the  end  of  August.  This  is  all  the  more  to  be  dreaded, 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  fish  will  shortly  be  on  the 
spawning  beds.  The  dace  continue,  however,  to  be  very 
lively  and  are  rising  with  great  freedom. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  dominant  sentiment  prevailing  in  our  breast 
during  the  past  week  or  t(vo  has  been  one  of  sympathy 
for  the  editors  of  angling  journals  and  our  brother  corre¬ 
spondents.  Here  are  we,  a  conscientious  fraternity, 
anxious  to  make  known  to  others  the  doughty  deeds 
done  in  our  respective  districts,  and  yet  with  nothing  to 
record  save  the  phenomenal  readings  of  the  ther¬ 
mometer,  and  the  fact  that  bare-legged  little  urchins  are 
tramping  along  the  beds  of  rivers  which,  during  the 
month  of  proverbial  showers,  should  be  at  least  half 
bank  full.  Truly  our  occupation  is  gone,  along  with 
that  of  the  angler.  Night  fishing  in  the  rivers  is  the 
only  sport  attempted,  and  then  with  but  little  reward. 
We  have  heard  of  one  enthusiast  who  has  nightly 
journeyed  some  half  dozen  miles  and  fished  homewards, 
for  one,  two,  or  three  trout  per  outing  ;  and  this,  with 
few  exceptions,  is  the  general  experience. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  season,  on  April  1,  fairly 
good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  on  Coniston  Lake,  showing 
that  the  operations  of  the  local  angling  association  are 
already  bearing  fruit.  They  have  again  been  successful 
in  hatching  out  about  200,000  trout,  and  during  the  past 
fortnight  these  have  been  distributed  amongst  the  tribu¬ 
tary  streams,  and  in  neighbouring  lakes  and  tarns. 
About  5000  have  also  been  placed  in  the  Coniston  Hall 
rearing  pond  ;  and  these,  on  attaining  a  larger  growth, 
will,  as  on  former  occasions,  be  turned  into  the  lake  as 
yearlings,  or  two-year-olds.  Mr.  J.  Poole,  presiding  at 
a  sub-committee  meeting  of  the  English  Lake  District 
Angling  Association,  said  that  personally  he  should  like 
to  see  the  Coniston  Association  amalgamated  with  the 
larger  one.  This  combination  may  doubtless  some  day 
be  brought  about ;  meanwhile  the  Coniston  gentlemen 
are  deserving  of  all  praise  for  what  they  have  already 
accomplished  and  intend  to  accomplish.  They  have 
set  an  example  that  may  well  be  followed. 

On  Derwentwater  operations  have  lately  been  almost 
entirely  confined  to  night  fishing,  or  rather  trawling, 
and  by  this  means  some  fairly  good  specimens  of  trout 
and  pike  have  been  obtained.  Almost  everywhere  in 
the  district  are  pike  regarded  as  “  vermin,”  conse¬ 
quently  no  close  time  is  observed,  and  they  are  taken 
all  the  year  round.  Mr.  J.  Lowther  last  week,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  fair  number  of  trout,  had  a  pike  of  191b. ;  other 
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successful  trawlers  for  trout  being  a  Mr.  Hill,  of  Man¬ 

chester  ;  Mr.  AV.  Edwards,  two  of  2ilb.  and  31b.  respec¬ 
tively  ;  Mr.  C.  Abbott,  two  of  21b.  each  ;  Mr.  C.  Alcock, 
three  (best  IJlb.);  Mr.  J.  Kerley,  two  (21b.);  and 
Messrs.  Conlson,  Mayson,  Swinburne,  Musgrave,  and 
Bowe,  who  had  from  a  brace  to  two  and  a  half  brace  of 
trout  each. 

There  seems  every  likelihood  of  this  and  other 
lakes  reaching  the  remarkably  low  level  they  fell  to 
in  1887. 

There  seems  to  be  now  no  doubt  as  to  the  cause  and 
origin  of  the  serious  case  of  poisoning  in  the  River  Bela, 
nientioned  in  these  columns  last  week.  From  private 
inquiry,  supported  by  a  statement  in  a  local  journal,  it 
is  now  certain  that  the  pollution  came  from  the  paper- 
mills  at  Beetham.  As  already  stated,  Hully,  head 
watcher  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  of  Conservators, 
was  communicated  with  immediately  the  state  of  affairs 
was  discovered,  and  he,  in  company  with  several  gentle¬ 
men  interested,  set  out  on  a  tour  of  discovery,  They 
made  an  examination  of  a  number  of  the  dead  fish,  first 
cutting  them  open,  but  found  nothing  in  the  intestines 
to  account  for  death.  On  opening  the  gills,  however 
they  were  seen  to  be  “  simply  glued  together”  by  a 
fibrous  discharge  from  the  mills,  and  the  fish  had  thus 
been  choked.  On  reaching  the  pits  where  the  sediment 
ought  to  be  caught,  it  was  found  that  instead  of  the 
poHuted  water  being  filtered,  it  was  running  out  at  the 
end  of  the  filter-bed  direct  into  the  river,  almost  in  the 
same  condition  as  it  had  come  from  the  mills.  This  is 
said  to  be  the  worst  case  that  has  occurred  in  the  Bela 
for  twenty  lyears,  and  the  matter  has  been  reported 
to  the  clerk  to  the  conservators,  Mr.  S.  Hart- Jackson. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Complaints  about  the  scarcity  of  water  are  in  every 
angler  s  experience,  but,  nevertheless,  reports  of  a  far 
more  encouraging  nature  are  to  hand.  It  may  be  gathered 
that  the  fish  are  as  tired  of  the  drought  as  are  the  fisher¬ 
men,  and  missing  the  usual  amount  of  feed  usually 
brought  down  by  floods,  are  getting  hungry,  so  that  the 
angier  who  can  keep  out  of  sight  is  sure  to  get  a  good 

The  most  interesting  report  to  hand  this  week  is  from 
Messrs.  Will  Chambers  and  Co.,  who  advised  one  of  their 
numerous  clients  to  try  the  Serpentanic  at  a  recent  visit 
1  S'*  Carlisle.  The  result  was  one  salmon  41b. 

landed,  and  another,  estimated  by  experienced'  wit¬ 
nesses  at  301b.,  which  unfortunately  broke  the 
rod  and  line  and  departed  with  the  bait.  It  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  this  Manchester  gentleman  had 
limited  himself  to  the  one  bait,  or  perhaps  better 
sport  would  have  accrued.  The  King’s  Head  Hotel 
Angling  bociety  are  now  enrolled  with  the  Man¬ 
chester  district,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  this  fact  as 
this  society  is  a  good  one  and  a  desirable  acquisition  to 
the  district  association.  The  Bristol  Inn  Anglin? 
society,  Hulme,  have  succeeded  in  securing  desirable 
waters  on  a  five  yeps’  agreement ;  this  should  materially 
help  in  strengthening  the  club,  as  for  the  small  sum  of 
Is.  2d.  an  angler  s  privilege  ticket  can  be  obtained.  On 
the  23rd,  scouts  were  abroad  from  Openshaw,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Knutsford,  and,  if  all  goes  well 
some  dozen  of  good  pits  may  shortly  be  secured 
^r  the  strong  society  hailing  from  Openshaw, 
Mr.  J.  Kay  is  a  good  prospector  in  fishing  resorts. 
A  party  of  Manchester  anglers  paid  a  visit  to 
L  anymynech  on  the  24th,  and  met  with  fair  sport. 
Altogether  fifty  fash  were  landed— ten  trout,  ilb.  to  ilb. 
one  chub,  ^jlb.,  and  a  number  of  river  dace  and  other 
hsh,  but  of  course  all  were  returned  to  the  water,  with 
the  exception  of  the  trout.  It  is  very  remarkable  the 
large  quantities  of  coarse  fish  that  are  hooked  in  our 
rivers  during  the  present  close  season.  Mr.  Sam  Brooks 
has  paid  several  visits  lately  to  the  Dane  and  other 
rivers,  and  reports  on  every  occasion  coarse  fish 
as  ready  feeders;  on  one  day  he  took  three  chub,  all 
over  21b.,  and  from  a  river  where  a  catch  like  this 
w(mld-  be  a  really  good  one  at  any  time.  An  old  flv 
fisherman  reports  that  the  Alder  and  Hawthorne  flies 
are  out  on  several  local  streams,  and  that  he  had  good 
sport  with  the  artificials  of  both  a  few  days  since 
Perhaps  opinions  may  differ,  but  he  considers  this  a 
very  early  time  for  both  of  these  flies  to  be  out  in  any- 
thing  like  quantities.  •' 

ment  by  Mr-  Pendngh,  the  hon.  treasurer  of  the  Man- 
the  Korthern  Anglers’  Association, 
u  present  year  are  now  due  and 

should  be  paid  in  order  to  entitle  the  members  to  vote 

meeting.  This  centre  has 
lately  gone  to  a  lot  of  expense  m  approaching  the  various 

i?financo8°°''^*^°'®®’  certainly  be  backed  up 


FROM  MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

This  week  I  have  really  obsolutely  nothing  to  repor 
This  unprecedented  weather  has  continued  so  long  th 
angling  matters  in  this  district  are  at  a  complete  stan, 

®  J  'iv  ®  ®'®  "'®^l  stocked  with  fis] 

and  they  may  be  seen  rising  in  the  evenings,  but  wi 
not  look  at  either  fly,  shrimp,  or  minnow,  Mthough  a 
three  have  been  tried.  Trout-fishing  in  this  river 
practically  over  as  well  as  in  the  Usk.  The  Monno 
18  m  an  absolutely  hopeless  condition  as  regards  trou 
fishing,  and  nothing  has  been  done.  There  are  no  sigi 
of  rain  as  yet,  and  if  it  does  not  come  before  long 
will  be  a  most  serious  matter  for  both  fishermen  In 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Still  no  rain,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  looks 
threatening  to-night  (AAfednesday).  All  our  rivers  are 
extremely  clear,  consequently  fishing  is  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  in  most  places. 

A  few  bream  of  good  size  are  being  taken  at  Trow-se 
s-nd  Thorpe  on  the  Yare,  where  they  appear  to  have 
again  congregated,  A  few  nice  bags  were  also  made  at 
the  end  of  last  week  in  Postwick  Long  Reach. 

That  veteran  angler,  Mr.  AV.  Miles,  of  the  Bordesley 
AValtonians,  Birmingham,  has  again  visited  us  this  week, 
and,  with  his  usual  luck,  took  away  to-day  a  grand  bag 
of  fish.  He  has  been  angling  on  the  Wensum,  and  took 
on  Monday  night  181b.  of  good  roach  in  one  hour  and  a 
half  ;  and  on  Tuesday,  in  six  hours,  he  took  a  grand 
basket  of  roach,  about  forty-five  in  number,  total  weight 
33t.  81b.  This  is  an  average  of  over  a  pound  a  fish,  and 
a  magnificent  lot  they  were,  in  fact,  a  more  even  lot  of 
fish  I  never  saw.  I  should  think  that  not  more  than  half 
a  dozen  were  much  under  11b. 

To  show  Mr.  Miles’s  enthusiasm,  I  may  say  that  he 
has  already  travelled  1600  miles  this  year  bet  ween  Bir¬ 
mingham  and  Norwich.  Last  year  he  travelled  46(K) 
miles  for  the  sake  of  fishing  in  Norfolk. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

“  Come  weal,  come  woe,”  salmon  anglers  continue  to 
patronise  the  Trent  in  certain  parts,  but  killing  a  fish 
under  present  conditions  of  weather  and  water  is  a  work 
or  task  of  insuperable  difficulty.  Agriculturists,  as 
well  as  anglers,  a,re  crying  out  for  rain,  and  plenty  of  it, 
and  until  the  patient  Piscator  is  the  cheerful  witness  of 
a  thorough  downpour,  he  cannot,  so  far  as  the  Trent  is 
concern^,  expect  to  meet  with  much  sport.  The  river, 
in  fact,  is  lower  than  ever,  and  the  tiresome  bottom  weed 
is  flooding  the  bottom  in  all  directions.  Coarse  fish  are 
heading  up  the  shallows  in  hundreds,  and  many  roach 
which  have  come  under  my  own  observation  from  the 
parapet  of  our  Trent  Bridge  are  badly  affected  with 
disease.  But  this  generally  disappears  after  spawning 
and  when  the  fish  betake  themselves  to  the  rapids  for 
the  purpose  of  scouring.  This  season  the  coarse-fish 
angler  ought  to  be  able  to  make  a  satisfactory  if  not 
successful,  commencement  on  June  16.  All  kinds  of 
coarse  fish  are  earlier,  and  will,  therefore,  the  sooner  be  in 
the  rapids  and  on  the  gravelly  shallows.  Caddis  grubs 
and  even  maggots,  are  already  plentiful,  and  will  no 
doubt,  furnish  excellent  food  for  chub,  roach,  dace,  'and 
barbel,  the  last-named  being  particularly  partial  to  the 
grub. 

On  Monday  night,  at  King’s  Mills,  Mr.  T.  AVood,  the 
lessee,  hooked  a  salmon  in  the  choice  bit  of  water  below 
the  Perry  Chain.  The  fish  was  only  slightly  pricked 
having  evidently  come  short  at  the  bait— a  Devon 
minnow— and  the  angler  was  disappointed  of  a  slice  of 
exciting  sport.  Since  then  none  of  the  frequenters 
of  the  reach  have  “raised  ”  a  fish,  and  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  anything  done  on  any  of  the  waters 
below  Nottingham.  Rain,  and  rain  alone  will  seek  to 
improve  matters. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Notts  County  Council,  held  at 
Nottingham  on  Tuesday  (Lord  Belper  in  the  chair)  Mr. 
Earp,  the  chairman  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee,  submitted  a  long  report,  in  which  mention  was 
made  of  the  polluted  state  of  the  river  Erewash  at 
Stapleford.  The  county  inspector  had  made  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  stream,  and  had  come  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  it  was  grossly  polluted  by  the  inflow  of  village 
^wage.  The  committee,  in  view  of  the  bad  state  of 
things  in  existence,  had  forwarded  copies  of  the  sur¬ 
veyor’s  report  to  the  Derbyshire  County  Council,  the 
Long  Eaton  Local  Board,  and  the  Shardlow  Rural  Sani¬ 
tary  a,nthority.  They  hoped  the  last  named  would  take 
Immediate  stops  to  <iba<t6  the  nuisance  complained  of. 
The  Ermash  finds  an  outlet  into  the  Trent  at  Barton 
Ferry,  and  it  is  high  time  something  was  done  to  purify 
the  stream,  which  at  one  period  contained  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  coarse  fish,  including  many  very  fine  eels.  The 
committee’s  recommendation  was  adopted. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  leading  angling 
society  in  Nottingham,  the  AA^ellington,  was  called  for 
Thursday  evening  for  the  transaction  of  ordinary  busi¬ 
ness.  I  shall  have  more  to  say  in  reference  to  it  in  mv 
next  batch  of  notes. 


rrxwivi  ontl-l-ltLU. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

AVe  shall  have  to  have  some  rain,  and  no  smal 
amount,  too,  before  anything  great  will  be  done  locally 
I  he  nvers  are  running  very  low  and  fine,  while  dams 
and  reservoirs  are  as  clear  as  gin.  In  fishing  a  strean 
the  most  careful  angling  is  necessary,  if  fish  are  realh 
aimed  at,  while,  in  the  case  of  a  dam  or  reservoir,  tht 
best  plan  is  to  lightly  bait  a  spot  near  a  sluice  oi 
culvert,  or  where  the  stream  enters,  or  anywhere  where 
toe  water  is  disturbed,  with  a  handful  of  maggots, 
i hen,  at  dusk,  put  two  or  three  on  a  small  hook,  use 
fane  tackle,  and  fish  on  the  bottom,  and  success  is  fairlj 
certain.  By  these  means  good  captures  have  been 
made  recently  in  the  dams  Cosley  way.  River  fishine 
has  not  yielded  well.  ® 

I  have  been  askeel  to  give,  for  the  benefit  of  Sheffield 
readers,  a  few  particulars  as  to  local  waters  in  which 
trout  may  be  found.  In  compliance  with  this  request  I 
may  say  that  there  are  plenty  of  such  waters,  but 
nnlortunatoly,  very  few  of  them  are  open  to  the  general 
public.  For  instance,  the  Don,  above  Hazlehead, 
contains  trout— but  it  is  strictly  preserved— the  rights 
being  vested  in  Col.  Stanhope,  Cannon  Hall,  Barnsley, 


and  Mr.  C.  Chapman,  Carlecoates.  The  Little  Don 
river,  which  joins  the  main  stream  at  Deepcar,  also 
contains  trout,  but  here  again  the  water  is  private,  and, 
in  this  case,  I  do  not  know  who  owns  the  rights.  Then 
there  are  the  Moor  Hall  Beck  and  the  Ewden  Beck,  two 
typical  moorland  streams  to  the  left  of  Oughtibridge, 
Dam  Flask  Reservoir,  Strines,  Agden,  and  Dunford 
Bridge  Reservoirs,  all  filled  with  splendid  trout,  but  all 
preserved.  Indeed,  I  would  not  advise  a  single  reader 
to  seek  permission  for  any  of  these  waters,  unless  he 
has  some  influence  behind  him.  They  are  very  zealously 
gruarded,  and  access  to  them  is  most  difficult.  Of 
waters  that  are  open  I  place  first  Redmires,  where,  for 
lOs.,  the  angler  has  the  privilege  of  fishing  for  a  year  in 
about  six  large  pieces  of  water,  well-stocked  with  fish. 
A  purchaser  of  a  ticket  will  have  his  money’s  worth  in 
fish,  if  not  in  walking,  he  having  sixteen  miles  to  do 
each  time  he  goes,  unless  he  hires  a  special  conveyance. 
After  Redmires  I  place  the  River  Sheaf,  a  remarkable 
river,  seeing  that  it  is  so  close  to  a  city  like  Sheffield. 
From  Bore  ^  to  Sheffield  it  is  easily  fished,  permission 
being  obtained  from  local  landowners  without  any 
difficulty.  It  will  repay  the  trouble,  too,  fish  of  Jib. 
and  fib.  being  common  enough  right  into  the  city.  I 
will  give  a  few  hints  next  week  as  to  the  best  way  to 
fish  this  river.  Among  other  places  I  must  mention  the 
Forge  Dam,  Fnlwood,  at  Is.  per  day ;  the  rivers  Loxley 
and  Rivelin,  and  the  numerous  dams  in  the  Loxley 
Valley,  in  which  fishing  may  be  had,  in  most  cases  for 
2s.  6d.  per  day.  Ip  AVhiteley  AVood  there  is  a  stream 
and  several  dams,  permission  being  obtained  by  writing 
fo  Aid.  Gainsford,  Sheffield,  Then,  further  away 
from  home  we  have  the  rivers  Idle  and  Ancholme 
while,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Derby,  there  are  the 
Derwent,  AVye,  Dove,  LathkiU,  and  their  tributaries. 
In  Derbyshire,  indeed,  fishing  is  to  be  had  on  every 
hand— but  only  by  paying  heavily  for  it. 

Since  I  last  wrote,  the  awards  in  connection  with  the 
exhibits  at  the  Sportsman’s  Exhibition  have  been  made 
as  follows  :  T.  Robinson,  Crown  Inn,  for  a  group  of  five 
fish,  special  prize  of  £2-,  AVilliamson,  two  or  more 
specimens  in  one  case,  lOs.  ;  Retchford,  for  single 
specimen,  10s.  Single  fish.— Pike  :  Hides,  1  Os. ;  Beek  5s  • 
Robinson,  5s.  Barbel  :  Robinson,  lOs.  Chub  ;  Gar’ratt 
lOs.  Bream :  Robinson,  lOs. ;  Hill,  53.  Carp  :  Robinson’ 
lOs.  ;  Garratt,  5s.  Tench  .-  J.  Croft,  10s.;  Carrington’ 
5s.  Perch  :  Hardy,  lOs.  ;  Buxton,  5s.  Roach  :  Little- 
wood,  10s. ;  Guest,  5s.  Trout :  Garratt,  lOs. ;  Bush  5s. 
Rudd ;  Garratt,  lOs.  ;  Cocking,  5s.  The  awards  were 
made  by  a  committee  of  members  of  the  Angler’s 
Association,  including  the  president  and  secretary. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  pollution  of  the  upper  Severn  by  sewerage,  the 
inefficient  staff  of  water  bailiffs  in  and  above  Shropshire, 
and  the  question  of  increasing  the  rod  and  line  trout 
licence  fees  in  Shropshire,  Montgomeryshire,  and  Den¬ 
bighshire,  were  the  chief  matters  discussed  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  conservators  last  week  (as  reported  in  another 
column). 

Th®  Shropshire  members  complained,  and  with  justice, 
that  the  one  or  two  bailiffs,  appointed  at  scandalously 
small  salaries,  were  powerless  to  prevent  poaching  and 
protect  the  river  as  it  should  be  protected,  and  Aider- 
man  Airey,  of  AVorcester,  took  a  wise  step  in  giving 
notice  that  he  would  at  the  next  meeting  propose  a 
resolution  fixing  the  minimum  weekly  wage  at  203. 
Several  members  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  wages 
paid  were  insufficient  to  guarantee  good  men.  The  chair¬ 
man  said  the  funds  of  the  board  would  not  permit  of 
^ditional  bailiffs  being  employed,  but  the  anglers  of  the 
Upper  Severn  argue  that  they  are  reasonably  entitled  to 
expect  far  greater  consideration  than  they  now  receive 
from  the  board,  in  return  for  the  large  sum  that  is 
annually  subscribed  in  licence  fees. 

The  question  of  raising  the  rod  and  line  trout  licence 
fee  from  Is.  to  2s.  was  again  considered,  but  no  definite 
conclusion  was  arrived  at,  the  Board  wisely  determin¬ 
ing  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  committees  of  the  three 
counties  concerned  before  deciding  to  take  the  proposed 
st®p.  Mr.  Kempster,  a  prominent  angling  representa- 
tjy®  for  Montgomeryshire,  thought  that  not  a  man  in 
that  county  would  object  to  pay  the  increased  fee  if  the 
fishing  were  bettered.  This  argument  is  a  good  one  as 
far  as  the  county  above  mentioned  is  concerned,  but  the 
question  becomes  a  more  serious  one  for  Shropshire 
anglers,  who,  under  the  rules  of  the  newly  inaugurated 
Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Association,  will  have  to 
pay  that  body  a  fee  of  58.  per  annum  in  addition  to  the 
icence  duty  to  the  Board. 

Now  that  both  the  County  Councils  and  the  Board  of 
Conservators  recognise  the  necessity  of  compelling  the 
authorities  of  towns  on  the  banks  of  the  river  to  remove 
their  sewage  from  the  Severn,  it  is  certainly  time  that 
the  athorities  of  Shrewsbury  did  something  to  remedy 
the  evil.  The  question  of  satisfactorily  dealing  with  it 
is  a  difficult  one,  and  the  ’Fown  Council  of  Shrewsbury 
fully  realise  it  as  such;  but  in  the  absence  of  any 
thoroughly  good  scheme  for  disposing  of  the  sewage  of 
the  borough,  which  must  necessarily  take  some  time  to 
carry  out,  even  when  agreed  upon,  it  is  advisable  that 
intermediate  steps'  should  be  taken  to  improve  the 
present  conditions  under  which  unsightly  drain  pipes, 
uncovered  in  several  places  during  the  dry  weather’ 
pour  their  noisome  contents  upon  the  shallows,  and 
pollute  the  river  to  such  an  extent  that  few  anglers 
would  care  to  place  upon  their  table  any  of  the  coarse 
fish  which  abound  in  their  vicinity.  A  constant  source 
of  annoyance  for  many  years  to  anglers,  oarsmen,  and 
pedestrians  walking  along  the  river  paths  has  been  this 
vile  pollution,  and  it  is  certainly  the  duty  of  the  Corpo- 
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ration  at  any  rate  to  break  the  sewage  by  precipitation 

or  some  other  means,  and  by  some  filtering  and  crushing 
process  to  render  it  less  harmful  to  fish  life  and  less 
noxious  to  the  public.  Now  that  sanitation  has  ad¬ 
vanced  with  such  rapid  strides,  it  is  inconceivable  that 
Shrewsbury,  with  its  historic  past,  characterised  by 
municipal  advancement,  has  not  arisen  earlier  to  the 
vast  importance  of  relieving  its  beautiful  river  of  this 
objectionable  and  unsightly  element. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN.— “Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  angler's 
breast.  ’  Only  a  week  ago  and  we  were  in  a  state  of 
eestacy,  when,  after  after  a  full  month’s  spell  of  parch¬ 
ing  summer  weather,  the  rain  came  in  full  force  for  a 
few  days,  and  thus  gave  an  impetus  to  everything— not 
the  least  of  all,  angling. 

The  rivers  of  the  Dublin  and  Kildare  districts  were 
largely  fished  after  the  rain,  and  on  each  of  the  rivers 
many  good  baskets  of  trout  were  made,  whilst  the  reports 
from  the  country  districts  show  that  sport  was  then  a 
remarkable  success  on  all  aides  :  but,  alas  for  fishing, 
the  brightness  and  drought  has  again  returned,  and  left 
matter  not  what  we  would  wish  them  to  be  by  any 
means. 

Co.  Wicklow  still,  however,  continues  to  attract 
numbers  of  rods,  especially  from  Saturday  to  Monday, 
but  during  the  pass  week  their  success  was  indifferent : 
the  rivers  are  low,  and  in  an  unfishable  state. 

Salmon  angling  is  giving  fair  sport  in  the  co.  Wexford 
rivers,  and  the  latest  accounts  are  that  the  nets  have 
been  wonderfully  successful  this  season,  both  in  the 
Slaney  and  Barrow. 

The  beautiful  weather  of  the  past  month  has  naturally 
attracted  numbers  to  the  Lakes  of  Killarney,  where,  as 
a  rule,  the  majority  of  visitors,  whether  disciples  of 
Isaac  Walton  or  not,  try  their  luck  with  the  line  ;  but. 
according  to  the  reports  with  which  I  am  favoured,  sport 
is  not  just  yet  up  to  the  mark.  “  Trout  fishing  is  very 
good,  but  salmon  fishing  is  quiet.’’ 

Westmeath  lakes  are  being  fished  extensively  just  now, 
and.  considering  the  fine  weather,  boats  are  doing  nicely. 
Great  and  just  praise  is  bestowed  by  everyone  having  a 
knowledge  of  these  waters  uponMr.  Thomas,  the  worthy 
secretary  of  the  Westmeath  Protection  Association,  for 
his  energy  and  enterprise  in  all  matters  connected  with 
the  preservation  of  the  Lakes  of  Westmeath. 

The  Glentana  Salmon  Fishery,  in  the  Aberdeenshire 
Dee,  must  indeed  be  a  celebrated  one.  I  see  it  stated  in 
a  contemporary  here  that  it  has  been  let  to  Sir  William 
Cunliffe-Brooks  for  the  months  of  April  and  May,  at  the 
extraordinary  rent  of  ^£920  for  fifty-two  days’  angling. 
Its  water,  it  is  said,  extends  for  six  miles. 

Sir  'Thomas  F.  Brady,  late  Chief  Inspector  of  Irish 
Fisheries,  is  again  to  the  front  in  the  cause  of  charity. 
His  object  this  time  is  a  most  laudable  one  ;  it  is  on 
behalf  of  one  of  the  most  industrious  fishermen  of  Balti¬ 
more,  co.  Cork,  named  John  Cottrell,  whose  fine  fishing 
smack,  with  all  her  nets  and  gear,  has  been  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  just  in  the  beginning  of  the  mackerel  fishing 
season,  too.  The  boat  was  anchored  at  Church  Strand 
for  the  night,  and  Cottrell,  thinking  all  was  right,  went 
home,  and  knew  nothing  more  till  aroused  next  morning 
to  behold  only  the  ashes  of  his  vessel,  “  the  work  and 
energy  of  industrious  years  gone  in  one  night.’’  Cottrell 
was  one  of  the  first  pioneers  of  the  mackerel  industry  in 
the  south  of  Ireland,  and  the  greatest  sympathy  is  felt 
for  him. 

Reports  from  the  southern  districts  tell  us  that 
angling  is  not  what  it  should  be  at  this  time  of  the 
season,  and  that  most  of  the  rivers  are  only  at  summer 
height. 

General  Adams  has  been  about  the  most  successful, 
and  the  other  day  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  hook  and 
coax  a  salmon  ■weighing  301b.  into  his  boat. 

The  City  of  Dublin  Amateur  Fishing  Club  (a  new  one 
started  this  year)  held  their  weekly  meeting  on  Monday, 
at  their  rooms,  in  Great  Britain-street,  Dublin.  The 
chairman  (Mr.  T.  Henshaw)  presided,  and  fully  forty 
members  were  present.  The  special  object  of  this 
meeting  was  the  distribution  of  prizes  for  their  recent 
fishing  contest  at  Howth.  The  first  prize,  presented  by 
Mr.  Andrew  Murphy,  Amiens-street,  for  whoever 
caught  the  largest  fish  between  11.30  a.m.  aad9  p  m.  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  B.  Gorman  ;  the  second  prize,  presented 
by  Mr.  J.  Murphy,  Verdon  Hotel,  Talbot,  for  the  second 
largest  fish,  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  Henshaw  ;  and  the  third 
prize,  presented  by  Mr.  Costello,  Hotel,  Howth.  was 
f»r  the  capture  of  the  smallest  fish,  and  was  won  by  Mr. 
Gwrge  Dobson.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the 
prize  givers,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Murphy  presented  a  silver 
cup  as  a  prize  for  the  next  contest,  whilst  other  prizes 
were  promised.  An  enjoyable  evening  was  afterwards 
spent,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought 
the  meeting  to  a  close. 

The  mackerel  fishing  along  the  southern  coast  of  Ire¬ 
land  has  been  highly  satisfactory  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  this  season,  and  large  consignments  have  been 
despatched  to  the  English  markets. 

Some  fishermen  from  Bere  Island  recently  succeeded 
in  capturing  a  large  haddock  in  Bantry  Bay,  which,  on 
being  opened,  contained  a  French  coin  about  the  size  of 
a  crown,  and  bearing  the  date  of  1721.  I  am  informed 
the  coin  is  in  the  possession  of  a  man  named  John 
Dwyer,  of  Bere  Island,  who  intends  to  exhibit  it  at 
the  World’s  Fair,  in  Chicago.  Sea  angling  in  Dublin 
Bay  has  commenced,  and  every  evening  numbers  of 
boats  are  out  and  doing  well  around  Kingston,  Dalkey, 
and  Howth. 


KERRY.  —  Sport  has  improved  throughout  the 
county,  and  anglers  have  been  very  successful  among 


brown  trout.  Salmon  angling  has  been  bettsr,  and  a 
few'  heavy  fish  have  been  landed  in  the  North  Kerry 
district.  The  heaviest  I  have  heard  of  weighed  lOJlb. 
On  Waterville  lake  sport  continues  below  the  average 
for  the  season,  but  a  few  anglers  on  this  water  have  had 
mir  sport.  Among  those  I  may  mention  Major 
Cresswell,  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  D.  O’Leary,  and  Mr. 
Breman.  The  trout  fishing  on  this  water  has  been  poor 
for  the  week.  Bock  fishers,  however,  had  fair  luck,  and 
one  angler— Mr.  P.  Sullivan — caught  four  fine  brown 
trout  weighing  7Hb.  on  Friday  last. 

On  Coppal  lake  sport  has  declined,  hut  only  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out.  A  brown  trout  of  3jlb.  was  had 
water  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Fitzgerald  on  Saturday. 
White  trout  are  now  coming  up,  and  good  sport  is 
anticipated  on  this  water  from  this  forth. 

On  Cummeravanig  lake  the  hrown  trout  angling  has 
been  of  a  first-class  kind,  but  only  a  few  heavy  trout 
were  had.  On  this  water  Mr.  J.  O’Connell  landed  four 
dozen  trout  on  Saturday,  all  taken  with  the  fly  of  local 
pattern. 

Coppal  lake  has  yielded  fair  sport  during  the  week, 
XT  successful  anglers  being  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and 

Mr.  O’Connor,  who  had,  on  an  average,  two  dozen  trout 
each  day. 

The  inny  has  been  in  fine  trim  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  and  fair  baskets  have  been  had  by  brown 
trout  anglers.  A  few  white  trout  have  come  up  this 
water,  but  nothing  can  tempt  them  to  rise  to  the  fly. 

On  Waterville  river  brown  trout  anglers  have  had 
good  sport.  Mr.  Stapleton.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Shea, 
Mr.  Abraham,  and  a  few  others,  had  baskets  varying 
from  a  dozen  to  two  dozen  during  the  week  on  the  free 
portion.  On  the  preserved  portion  the  Rev.  T. 
O’Halloran  caught  four  dozen  fine  trout  on  Friday,  and 
several  other  privileged  anglers  had  baskets  of  two 
dozen  and  over. 

The  Reenroe  river  has  been  running  very  low,  and 
sport  has  been  at  a  low  ebb.  A  brown  trout  of  31b.  was 
caught  here  on  Monday  by  Mr.  J.  Fitzpatrick. 

On  Lough  Drenane  sport  continues  good,  and  several 
local  anglers  have  been  very  successful  during  the  past 
week.  The  best  basket  I  have  heard  of  on  this  water 
for  the  week  contained  twenty-seven  trout,  heaviest 
lilb. ;  average  Jib. 

From  Killarney  I  learn  that  sport  has  been  very  poor, 
and  only  a  few  salmon  have  been  had.  On  Lough 
Guitane,  however,  the  brown  trout  angling  has  been  of 
a  good  description,  and  one  angler  had  on  Saturday 
■three  dozen  nice  brown  trout,  six  of  the  biggest  weigh¬ 
ing  a  little  over  11b.  each. 

In  the  South  Kerry  waters  very  little  appears  to  be 
doing.  No  salmon  have  been  had,  and  the  angling  is 
apparently  confined  to  brown  trout,  which  have  only 
afforded  poor  sport. 

In  North  Kerry  a  few  salmon  have  been  had  on  the 
rivers  Teale,  Gale,  Emerlagh,  and  Ashan,  but,  from  the 
latest  accounts  to  hand,  the  run  of  salmon  on  those 
waters  has  been  very  small. 

The  sea  fishing  has  been  good  for  the  past  week.  At 
Waterville  Bay  whiting  anglers  had  very  good  sport,  the 
average  take  being  about  forty  to  each  hand  line  in  an 
evening’s  fishing. 

At  Portmagee  the  line  fishery  has  been  very  successful, 
and  one  boat  had  130  ling  on  Monday. 

At  Westcove  pollack  have  been  taken  in  very  large 
numbers  during  the  week  by  trammels.  Trawling  has 
commenced  on  the  Kerry  Seaboard,  but  the  results  up 
to  the  present  have  been  poor. 


ULST  ER. — Angling  seems  to  be  doing  comparatively 
well,  considering  the  rather  unfavourable  weather,  the 
prevailing  characteristics  of  which  are  bright  days,  with 
northerly  breezes  and  pretty  sharp  frost  at  night.  This 
sort  of  weather  is  telling  against  the  eel  fisheries  of 
Lough  Neagh — I  mean  night  lining  by  the  fishers.  Last 
year  eels  were  taking  at  this  time,  but  from  the 
above  cause,  it  is  said,  they  have  not  commenced  biting 
yet. 

Favourable  reports  reach  me  as  to  the  opening  of  the 
sea  fishing  on  our  northern  coasts.  This  is  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  the  new  and  improved  fishing  tackle  and 
boats  used  now  in  lieu  of  the  old  and  obsolete  nets,  and 
cockle-shell  craft  in  which  the  fishers  plied  their 
calling. 

At  the  last  Coagh  Petty  Sessions — Colonel  J.  Douglas 
Stewart,  R.M.,  in  the  chair — William  Duff,  an  Inspector 
of  Fisheries,  charged  a  fisherman  named  Quin,  and  his 
two  sons,  with  a  breach  of  the  Pollen  Fisheries  (Ireland) 
Act,  1892.  Briefly  the  case  stood  thus  :  Duff  and  his 
bailiffs  the  morning  of  March  11  last,  surprised  a  boat 
on  Lough  Neagh  coming  to  its  qoay.  The  younger  de¬ 
fendants  were  in  the  boat,  and  on  the  approach  of  the 
bailiffs  they  leaped  into  the  water,  but  were  caught.  A 
large  quantity  of  pollen,  615  of  which  the  inspector 
swore  were  under  eight  inches  in  length,  were  found  in 
the  boat,  which  was  owned  by  Quin.  The  inspector 
only  measured  six  of  the  fish,  and  guessed  the  re¬ 
mainder.  Neither  the  inspector  or  the  bailiffs  were 
able  to  identify  the  younger  defendants  in  Court,  and 
the  case  against  them  was  dismissed,  and  old  Quin  was 
fined  in  6a.  for  the  six  fish  that  the  inspector  measured. 
The  chairman  said  he  had  no  dount  of  the  guilt  of  the 
parties,  but  that  the  case  was  badly  brought,  and  “  the 
evidence  w'as  not  given  with  that  certainty  which  he 
should  like  in  a  witness.’’ 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


The  London  Anglers’  Association  are  about  to  net  a 
well-stocked  reservoir  and  expect  to  capture  a  large 
number  of  fine  roach,  carp,  bream,  tench,  and  jack,  all 
of  which  will  be  turned  into  the  public  waters  of  the 
Lea.  The  netting  takes  place  on  Wednesday  next,  and 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  some  particulars  of  it  in  the 
following  Saturday’s  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

*  *  *  * 

A  NUMBER  of  fossil  fish  have  been  discovered  within 
the  past  few  days  at  Hampton-on-Thames  in  connection 
with  the  building  of  some  new  waterworks  there. 

*** 

During  the  past  fifteen  years  it  is  said  that  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  has  placed  10  tons 
of  fish  into  different  parts  of  the  Thames 
**  * 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Walworth  Waltonians  is 
announced  for  Wednesday  next,  at  the  St.  Paul’s 
Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth. 

*** 

On  the  following  Wednesday  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
Clubites  will  meet  round  the  festive  board  at  the  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  near  canal  bridge.  Old 
Kent-road.  ^ 

*  #  * 

'The  Lea  is  looking  very  bright,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  needs  freshening  up  very  much.  On  Monday 
trout  fishing  opens,  but  the  water  is  not  at  all  favour¬ 
able.  ^  ^ 

# 

I  HEAR  of  a  plumping  trout  at  Rye  House,  and  if  an 
angler  pays  a  visit  to  the  Watercress  Swim  he  might 
possibly  see  him  and — catch  him  !  There  are  also  one  or 
two  nice  fish  at  Broxbourne  weir,  and  Ware  and  Hert¬ 
ford  are  likewise  very  trouty  spots. 

*#  * 

The  S.P.R.P. A. C.  stands  adjourned  until  September. 
In  the  interim  any  communication  relating  to  it  should  be 
made  to  the  hon.  secretary,  at  92,  Avondale-square,  Oil 
Kent-read,  S.E.  ^ 

Mb.  G.  W.  Ellis  has  taken  a  grand  trout  of  Illb.  at 
Shepperton.  In  the  same  waters  Mr.  Stockwin  has 
captured  a  second  fish  weighing  3Jlb.  George  Rosewell, 
the  local  professional  fisherman,  was  in  attendance  upon 
both  gentlemen.  I  believe  Mr.  Ellis’s  trout  is  the 
largest  fish  caught  this  season  in  the  Thames  between 
Teddington  and  Staines.  * 

I  have  not  heard  from  Bures  lately,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  the  honorary  water  bailiffs  (Baker  and  Bainbridge) 
are  on  the  qiii  five  for  the  poaching  fraternity  and  the 
netting  bargees.  ^ 

# 

The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  has 
appointed  two  new  river  keepers  this  week,  namely, 
Herbert  Curr,  of  Weybridge,  and  L.  Hackett,  of 
Chertsey.  ^  ^ 

The  perch  are  reported  to  be  spawning  very  freely  in 
various  parts  of  the  Thames.  At  Chertsey  an  unusually 
large  quantity  of  ova  has  been  discovered.  There  were 
marked  signs  last  season  of  an  improvement  in  Thames 
perch  fishing,  and  tbe  above  news — which  was  imparted 
to  me  by  Mr.  W.  H.  BrongPam — is  very  encouraging. 

I  note  in  a  copy  of  the  Echo  of  Dec.  13,  1884,  that  at 
Bray  a  Mr.  Johnson  took  "thirty  odd  dozen  of  perch.’’ 
Say,  say.  Mr.  Editor,  will  those  times  ever  return.'' 

*** 

In  future  only  one  rod  will  be  allowed  to  be  used  from 
the  Thames  Conservancy  weir  head.s.  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon’s  agitation  in  the  Sportsman 
and  the  protests  of  other  anglers  have  at  last  borne 
good  fruit  in  this  direction.  An  angler  who  desired  to 
use  two  rods  within  such  confined  limits  would,  in  my 
estimation,  be  nothing  more  than  a  pot-hunter  of  the 
lowest  degree,  *  * 

# 

A  ■well  known  angler,  with  an  office  in  the  City, 
keeps  a  T.A  P.S.  collecting-box  there.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Brougham  opened  it  in  his  official  capacity  and 
found  that  it  contained  ^1 3j.  Mr.  Brougham’s  address 
is  Pownall-gurdens,  Hounslow,  in  case  any  other  duty 
man  wishes  to  follow  in  such  excellent  footsteps.  His 
supply  of  T.A.  P.S.  boxes  is  inexhaustible. 

*** 

The  Silver  Trouts’  collecting-box,  opened  on  Tuesday, 
contained  lOs.  8d.  Mr.  Brougham  performed  the  open¬ 
ing  ceremony,  and  afterwards  addressed  the  members 
on  “The  Work  of  the  T.A. P.S.,’’  and  a  most  interest¬ 
ing  address  it  was.  Mr.  ITletoher  presided,  and  moved 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Brougham. 

V 

Mr.  Wade  has,  I  hear,  also  been  busy  with  the  col¬ 
lecting-boxes  this  week.  I  have  reason  to  think  that 
the  London  anglers  have  been  contributing  much  mor* 
freely  to  the  T.A. P.S.  funds  than  hitherto. 

*  * 

# 

An  angling  society  has  been  started  at  Brixton  and 
another  at  Chiswick.  The  well-known  Mr.  Albert 
Chevalier  is  president  of  the  former  club. 

*** 

The  Thames  is  getting  into  a  very  “dirty’’  and 
unhealthy  state,  which  is  not  pleasant  to  know  now  the 
house-boat  season  is  close  upon  us.  The  surface  in 
many  parts  is  covered  with  a  nasty  decayed-looking 
scum,  and  a  good  heavy  storm  is  much  wanted. 

At  the  same  time,  in  angling  parlance,  the  water  is  gin- 
bright,  and  the  trout  anglers  have  had  to  come  empty 
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away  in  many  instances.  However,  such  delightful 
weather  has  been  experienced  in  the  Thames  Valley,  that 
a  day  hy  the  riverside  has  gone  a  long  way  towards  mak¬ 
ing  up  for  a  disappointing  basket. 

.  .  V 

What  will  it  be  like  in  June  r  Six  hundred  boats,  so  I 
hear,  passed  through  Sunburv  Lock  on  Sunday. 

*»* 

Sir  Edward  Clarke,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  whilst  rowing  on 
the  river  at  Staines  on  Saturday  afternoon,  sustained  a 
severe  strain,  which  necessitated  medical  advice  being 
called  in.  «  «  • 


The  standard  for  Lea  trout,  according  to  the  Con¬ 
servancy  bye-laws,  is  12in. 

A  FRIEND  of  mine,  who  has  recently  returned  from  a 
voyage  abroad,  rendered  necessary  on  account  of  ill- 
health,  stayed  several  weeks  in  Alexandria,  where  the 
Arabs,  according  to  his  story,  are  confirmed  anglers. 
They  have  long  bamboo  rods,  very  much  like  a  roach 
pole,  and  they  fish  with  gut.  Large  numbers  of  these 
gentry  fish  each  day  from  the  docks,  and,  like  the 
London  anglers,  they  have  their  bad  baskets  as  well  as 
red-letter  times.  On  favourable  days  one  Arab  will  fill 
several  baskets  with  fish,  whilst  on  other  occasions  he 
hardly  gets  a  bite.  They  use  small  fish  for  bait,  which 
they  catch  in  a  net  as  they  come  out  of  the  Nile,  and 
which  have  been  turned  sick  by  contact  with  the  salt 
water.  One  of  these  fish  they  place  on  the  hook,  and, 
chewing  a  couple  of  others  up  in  their  mouths,  use  them 
for  ground  bait.  Indeed,  the  .4rab8  are  so  perfected  in 
the  gentle  art  that  they  go  in  for  live-baiting.  They 
take  one  of  the  Nile  fish,  and  insert  the  hook  in  the 
dorsal  fin.  The  fish  is  then  played  about  on  the  top  of 
the  water  until  a  big  fish  seizes  it,  when  they  promptly 
swing  it  on  to  the  dock.  The  fish  principally  caught  at 
Alexandria  weigh  from  Jib.  to  21b. :  silver  in  colour,  and 
they  make  trout-like  rushes  for  the  Arabs’  “live-baits.” 
Aly  friend  soon  bought  a  rod  in  the  bazaar,  and  made 
some  rare  bags  during  his  stay  at  Alexandria. 

After  the  battle  it  is  only  fair  that  the  victors 
should  be  called  upon  to  receive  their  rewards.  Accord- 
iR&ly,  at  the  Hoxton  Brothers’  Angling  Club,  1,  Kings- 
land-road,  Shoreditch,  the  winning  anglers  in  the  A.  B. 
Competition,  met  on  Monday  night  to  take  the  prizes 
they  had  so  well  won  on  the  19th  and  26th  of  last  month 
at  Kye  House.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  V.P.,  of  the 
J..ondon  Anglers’  Association,  occupied  the  chair,  sup¬ 
ported  by  Mr.  G  H.  Wood  (president  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers),  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  Mr.  Medcalf  (Central  As- 
^lation),  Mr.  Malby  (competition  secretary)  Mr. 
Ihorling,  Mr.  Manning,  and  many  others.  This  com- 
I^titron,  taking  both  days,  attracted  618  entries,  413  on 
c  V  j  205  on  the  next  occasion.  It  was 

fashed  in  beautiful  weather,  but  the  fish  were  right  off  the 
teed.  However,  all  the  prizes— thirty-three  in  number 
tjiken,  and  when  I  dropped  into  the  club-room 
on  Monday  night  there  they  were,  all  serviceable  and 
usetul,  arranged  on  a  table  running  down  the  middle  of 
the  room,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  chairman,  hold¬ 
ing  forth  on  the  good  work  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
[society  was  carrying  on  in  assisting  necessitous  brothers 
ot  the  rod,  and  referring  with  pride  to  its  present 
prosperous  condition.  Later  on  Mr.  Medcalf,  at  the 
mvitation  of  the  committee,  presented  the  prizes  and 
diplomas  ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  meeting  we  were 
treated  to  some  capital  music.  Votes  of  thanks 
eventually  became  the  order  of  the  evening,  and  I  left 
after  there  had  been  a  very  spirited  rendering  of  “For 
he  s  a  jolly  good  fellow,”  which  was  associated,  ap- 
priately  enough,  with  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  the  chair- 


I  APPEND  the  names  of  the  prize-winners  and  theii 
clubs,  with  particulars  of  their  prizes  .—(I)  H.  Haines 
^P'lch-pole ;  (2)  G.  Etherington,  roach- 
F/*!  -iir  Peciham  Brothers,  roach-pole- 

(4)  VV.  Gihbs,  Anglers’  Pride,  silver  watch ;  (5)  W 
lavenner,  E  stonians,  tackle  case;  (6)  C-  E.  James! 
Good  Intent  pictures ;  (7)  G.  Pulham,  Good  Intent, 
pike  rod  ;  (8)  E.  Boorman,  South  London,  tea-service  ; 
(J)  Rowland,  Waltonians.  tea-service;  (10)  Bass. 
Brothers  Well  Met,  tackle-case;  (11)  J.  Randall, 
Anglers  Pride,  landing-net ;  (12)  G.  Willsher,  Stepney 
cup  and  Sunlight  soap ;  (13)  Pleydell,  Hearts  of  Oak! 
table-cloth ;  (14)  Savage,  Anglers’  Pride,  clock ;  (15) 
G.  Griffiths,  Havelock,  tackle ;  (16)  W.  Richardson 
Ralston,  bait-can  and  bag;  (17)  W.  Knight,  Buxton 
Brothers,  pike  rod  ;  (18)  F.  Gibbons,  Eustonians,  fish¬ 
ing-box;  (19)  J.  A.  Fitch,  Great  Northern  Brothers 
ladj ’s  bag ;  (20)  R-  Cole,  Hounsfield  Otters,  cruet-stand  • 
(21)  W.  Taylor,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  general  rod;  (22) 
J.  Willgross,  Clapham  Junction,  winch;  (23)  G.  Riggs 
Globe,  tobacco-jar  and  stand ;  (24)  A.  Sims,  Original 
Alexandra,  pair  of  boots  ;  (25)  A.  Burton,  Good  Intent, 
teckle  ;  (26)  A.  Freeman,  Ralston,  general  rod  ;  (27)  G. 
Franklin.  Crown  and  Bnckland,  cruet-stand ;  (28)  C. 
Toomy,  Prince  of  Wales’,  winch  and  line  •  (29)  F 
Baldwin,  Ralston,  winch;  (30)  Blythe,  Amicable 
Excelsior,  pipe  ;  (31)  C.  Hibble,  Walworth  Waltonians 
landing-net;  (32)  R.  Barren,  Ralston,  tackle;  (33)  j’ 
Bayley,  Convivial,  leggings- 

-  •** 

The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  in  connection  with 
the  New  Albion  Piscatorials  has  been  fixed  to  take  place 
on  Thursday,  May  18th,  at  the  Ruke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent 
Road.  There  will  be  a  smoker  to  follow.  The  annual 
uinner  is  being  arranged  for. 

*  # 
w 

The  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  propose  to  have  a 
sea-fishing  outing  to  Beal  on  Friday,  May  12,  leaving 


\ ictoria  (L.C.  and  R.R.)  at  4.20  p.m.  If  a  sufficient 
number  respond,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
arrange  for  a  saloon  carriage. 

#  ^ 

# 

At  the  last  moment  I  hear  Howe  took  a  trout  4Jlb.  at 
Staines  on  Wednesday,  and  that  Knene  has  had  a  brace 
of  fish  in  the  same  district.  Goosequill. 


2£le]?oxts  from  Clutrs 


TFe  heg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Nig-lit,  addressed  “Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


Anglers’ Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken well- 
road,  E.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the  general  com¬ 
mittee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  ne.xt,  Mav  1 
at  8. .30. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Southern  Ristrict 
Visiting  List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next.  May  2,  at  the  Black- 
friars  A.  S.,  Winehester  Arms,  Southwark-street,  S.E. 
As  this  club  is  represented  at  every  visit,  I  hope  brother 
anglers  will  rally  round  and  give  them  a  bumper.— G  W 
Armstrong,  district  officer. 


Anglers  Benevolent  Society.  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C.— Since  my  last  I  beg  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £2  from  Mr.  G.  H. 
Wood,  president  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society  - 
10s.  annual  subscription,  G.  H.  Field,  South  London 
Angling  Society ;  ifil  lbs.,  Bermondsey  Brothers  • 
£1  13s.  6d.  Hoxton  Brothers;  £1  6s.,  North  London 
Angling  Society,  from  their  donation  boxes,  and  23.  sale 
of  two  photos  given  by  G.  Gregg,  34,  Compton-road,  N 
— R.  Ghurney.  sec. 


Aima  Angling  Society,  Crown  Ristillery,  23, 
Vere-street,  Strand,  W.C. — The  annual  supper  and  dis- 
tribution  of  prizes  of  the  above-named  society  takes 
place  at  the  Essex  Head,  Essex-street,  Strand,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  May  9.  All  those  members  and  friends  that  have 
promised  prizes  will  kindly  oblige  by  forwarding  them 
on  at  once.  I  alscFwish  to  remind  all  friends  that  one 
of  our  members,  J.  Windsor,  takes  a  benefit  at  the 
King's  Arms,  Honghton-street,  Strand,  on  Saturday, 
April  29,  to  defray  the  funeral  of  his  son,  who  died 
Suddenly  while  undergoing  an  operation  on  the  jaw.— J. 
Pailes,  sec. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road.— The  last  Soutn  London 
United  visit  took  place  to  the  above  club  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  April  19,  when  we  were  favoured  by  a  reading  by 
Mr.  A.  Jardine,  entitled  “  Angling  Ways  and  Angling 
Rays,”  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  in  the  chair.  The  read¬ 
ing,  which  was  a  most  excellent  one,  was  well  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  members  and  brother  anglers  present. 
Following  the  reading,  we  had  a  smoking  concert,  when 
the  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony  : 
Messrs.  Lewis,  Turnham,  A.  Conn,  Lang,  A.  Suthend! 
&c.  On  the  roll  being  called,  eleven  clubs  responded  to 
the  call.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Peckham  Brothers, 
when  I  hope  all  our  members  will  make  an  effort  to  be 
present.  Our  annual  supper  takes  place  on  May  10 
when  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  all  our  members,  and  as' 
many  of  their  friends  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  be 
present. — B.  Ward. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.—Thethird annual 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Angler’s  Benevolent 
Society  and  Convalescent  Home  Fund  took  place  on 
Tuesday  last,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say,  proved  a  decided 
success,  the  only  fault  being  that  the  room  was  not  large 
enough  to  hold  all  the  visitors.  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  returning  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  members  to  those 
friends  who  so  kindly  supported  us  on  that  evening,  and 
they  can  rest  assured  we  shall  not  forget  to  return  the 
compliment. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms 
Southwark-street. — The  usual  meeting  of  this  society 
was  held  on  Wednesday,  when  Mr.  W.  Farmer  was  pro' 
posed  working  member  to  this  society.  Our  visit  on  thi 
Anglers’  Association  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next 
May  2,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  room  full. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— The  part  of  mj 
report  of  last  week  in  reference  to  the  specimen  roach 
taken  by  the  members,  was  not  as  the  printer  was 
pleased  to  insert  it,  which  was  very  misleading,  bul 
should  have  read  as  follows  ;  Mr.  Halsell,  11b.  12^oz.  • 
Mr.  Lawson,  11b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Ward,  11b.  lljoz.  aiid 
11b.  7inz. ;  Mr.  West,  11b.  lljoz.  ;  Mr.  Taylor, 
11b.,  6joz.  Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  May  10,  and  I  should  be  pleased  if  those 
who  have  kindly  promised  prizes  will  forward  them  as 
soon  as  possible. — J.  H. 

Brechin  Angling  Club.— The  first  competition  for 
the  season  took  place  on  Wednesday  week,  when  there  was 
a  large  turn-out  of  competitors.  The  waters  fished  were 
the  North  and  South  Esks  and  the  Bervie,  but,  owing  to 
the  continued  drought,  they  were  rather  low,  and  not  in 
good  ply.  The  following  is  the  result :  First,  R.  K. 
Smart,  81b.  14Joz. ;  second,  Wm.  Burnett,  71b.  2oz. ; 
third,  James  Hutoheon,  61b.  9oz. ;  fourth,  T.  Ivison' 
Mb.  2Joz. ;  fifth,  Bavid  Smart,  41b.  1-loz. ;  sixth,  James 
Burnett,  41b.  8Joz.  ;  one  heavy  trout,  R.  K.  Smart,  12oz. ; 
three  ditto,  James  Hutcheon,  HJoz. ;  six  ditto,  Wm' 
Burnett,  lib.  7iOz. 


Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — Members  are  reminded  that  Wednes¬ 
day  next  is  quarterly  night  and  general  meeting  night, 
when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  in  the  club  room  — E  t' 
White,  sec. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling 
Clubs.— The  next  delegate  meeting  will  take  place  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden 
on  Monday,  May  1,  at  8.30  p.m.  Relegates  are  particu¬ 
larly  requested  to  attend. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot,  Warwick- lane,  New- 
gate-Btreet,  E.C. — On  Monday  last  Mr.  A.  Sowerbutts 
presided  at  a  general  meeting,  when  the  date  of  the 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  was  fixed  for 
Monday,  May  22.  A  novel  arrangement  with  regard  to 
a  special  prize  list  for  next  season,  and  for  which 
already  a  considerable  sum  has  been  promised,  is  under 
consideration.  Other  business  concluded,  the  meeting 

closed  with  the  usual  compliment  to  the  chairman. _ - 

John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Clapbam  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S-W,- 
At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to  hold  our  nine¬ 
teenth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  on 
Thursday,  May  18,  when  it  is  hoped  we  shall  have  a 
good  muster.  The  tickets  will  be  23.  6d.  each.  I  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  prize  donors  will  kindly  let  me  have 
their  prizes  as  early  as  possible;  also  if  members  i 
arrears  will  kindly  clear  the  books  before  May  11  — 
G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— We  had  trout  weighed  in  on  the  23rd  inst 
by  Messrs.  A.  Tucker,  one  fish,  11b.  8Joz.  ;  F.  Bourne' 

one,  11b.  6Joz.  Will  those  gentlemen  who  promised  prizes 

kmdly  forward  them  not  later  than  Tuesday  next,  and 
oblige. — A.  Smii'H,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Balaton. — On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a  very  fair 
attendauce  of  members,  when  Messrs.  C.  Flowers  and 
R.  Parram  were  elected  stewards  for  our  annual 
The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
next,  May  2.  Ladies  invited.  I  should  like  to  see  some 
members  who  have  been  absent  so  long,  as  rule  19  will 
be  strictly  adhered  to.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Eastern  Piscatorial  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Gill- 
street,  Limehouse,  E. — Our  return  visit  on  the  No  1 
Eastern  visiting  list  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  1 
when  we  wish  the  company  of  as  many  anglers  and 
friends  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend,  as  we  have 
made  arrangements  for  a  very  pleasant  evening. 
Nearest  stations,  Limehouse,  G.E.R.,  Poplar,  N.L  R — 
W.  Bartlett,  hon,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Onurch-street,  Shoreditcn. — A  smoking  concert  in  aid 
of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  will  take  place  o» 
Tuesday  evening  next.  May  2,  at  8.30  p.m.  All  members 
are  respectfully  requested  to  make  an  effort  to  attend  on. 
that  evening,  so  that  we  may  ensure  a  great  success 
Any  brother  anglers  or  friends  will  also  be  made’ 
welcome  on  that  occasion. 

Grange  Angling  Society.— The  fortnightly  meet- 
ing  was  held  on  the  20th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  Hamilton  occupy- 
ing  the  chair.  There  was  a  very  good  attendance  of 
members,  and  among  the  visitors  was  Mr.  Wade,  of  the 
Central  Association.  The  principal  business  of  the 
evening  was  to  award  the  annual  prizes,  all  of  which 
had  been  given  by  members  and  friends.  The  winners' 
were  Messrs.  G.  Wood,  E.  Ryder,  Sandilands,  Hollands, 
and  G.  Gibbons.  The  collecting- box  for  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  was  opened  by  Mr.  Wade, 
and  found  to  contain  the  sum  of  53.  Messrs.  Hamilton 
and  Morrall  were  elected  to  audit  the  society’s  accounts 
for  1892  and  1893.  All  members  are  requested  to  note 
that  the  eleventh  annual  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Thursday  next.  May  4.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  the 
president  at  8.30  p.m.  sharp.— W.  K. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  F.  M.  Jonas  in  the 
chair.  The  arrangements  made  by  the  sub-committee 
for  renting  some  roach  fishing  at  Mitcham  were  con¬ 
firmed.  Mr.  F.  Fletcher  reported  having,  with  two 
friends,  been  out  in  the  Gresham  Lugger,  near  Southend 
and  taken  eighty-six  good  fiat-fish  ;  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer 
had  taken  12Jlb.  of  fish ;  Mr.  J.  B,  Close,  four  trout, 
with  the  Alder  fly ;  and  the  chairman,  one  good  trout 
from  Winchester.  Mr.  A.  Heiron  read  a  paper  on 
"  Angling  from  a  legal  point  of  view,”  and  gave  a  very 
concise  and  clear  statement  of  the  laws  affectinganglers 
in  both  fresh  and  salt  waters,  supporting  his  views  by 
eminent  authorities  on  the  subject.  An  interesting 
discussion  took  place,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  to  Mr.  Heiron.  We  hope  shortly  to  publish  the 
paper.  A  new  member  was  elected.— James  Tayler 
sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  the  23rd  inst.,  at 
Southend.  Mr.  W.  F.  Wilkinson  secured  first  honours  - 
Mr.  F.  Heldt,  second;  Mr.  G.  Nunn,  third.  The 
members  are  again  reminded  that  quarterly  night  occurs 
on  Wednesday  next,  May  3 ;  the  secretary  would  esteem 
it  a  favour  if  members  in  arrears  would  attend  and  clear 
the  booke.— H.  B. 

Junior  Plyfishers’,  70,  Houndsditch. — Mr.  Clegg 
occupied  the  chair  on  Thursday,  and  after  minutes  bad 
been  confirmed  and  Mr.  H.  Linnell  elected,  corre¬ 
spondence  was  read  from  several  gentlemen  asking  for 
particulars  of  membership,  to  which  the  secretary  was 
directed  to  reply.  It  is  with  much  regret  we  beard  of 
the  death  of  one  of  our  members — Mr.  J.  E.  Wheatley 
who,  as  president  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society 
and  a  committeeman  of  the  Angler’s  Association,  was 
both  respected  and  beloved,  and  it  was  proposed  that  a 
letter  of  condolence  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Wheatley.  A 
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committee  meeting  is  called  for  Thursday  next  at  7.30 
snarp.  Mr.  Goodwin  gave  notice  that  on  May  11  he 
would  propose  an  alteration  in  the  rules — viz.,  “  That 
an  entrance  fee  be  charged  and  the  subscriptions  in- 
creasech  This  notice  with  the  approval  of  our  mem- 
bers  Our  next  outing  takes  place  at  West  Drayton, 
y.30  tram  from  Paddington.  Messrs.  Hall  and  Close 
reported  having  taken  a  few  trout,  and  other  members 
gave  their  experiences  of  fishing. — Hon.  Sec 
Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen  s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — Our  meeting 
last  week  was  well  attended.  One  new  member  was 
elected,  and  three  nominated.  It  was  resolved  that  the 
nshmg  platform  at  Knowsley  be  covered  with  felt,  Mr. 
-Litterton  kindly  undertaking  to  see  the  work  done.  A 
hearty  and  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr 
A  H.  Alason  for  giving  the  punt  at  Knowsley  two  coats 
ot  paint,  giving  his  time  and  trouble,  and  doing  the 
thing  m  a  thorough  workmanlike  manner.  Estimates 
j  new  punt  for  the  Euabon  Eeservoir  were  sub¬ 
mitted  and  that  of  E.  Morley  and  Co.  accepted, 
towards  the  cost  of  this  punt,  Mr.  W.  Edwin 
generously  gives  ^5,  and  Messrs.  J.  H.  Jones  (chair¬ 
man),  Childs,  Gawith,  and  Hill  subscribe.  The  weather 
continues  very  fine,  with  cold  nights,  and  rain  is  badly 
^nted  hereabouts.  We  shall  not  have  an  outing  until 
wmtsnntide,  and  members  generally  are  resting  on 
their  arms,  waiting  for  the  streams  to  grow  and  freshen 
up  when  the  ram  comes.  The  death  of  Lord  Derby  (one 
oi  our  patrons)  came  somewhat  unexpectedly,  and  we 
sincerely  sympathise  with  the 
general  grief  felt  for  the  loss  in  this  neighbourhood.— 
Ed.  Moolfall. 

Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
u’l''  general  meeting  was  held  on 

nmd^  night,  Mr.  E.  Shonfeld  presiding,  when  Mr. 
vv.  i!.  Grimmett  was  re-elected  chairman;  Mr.  W  J 

ivrf  Baldwin,  secretary! 

treasurer;  and  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Chandler,  auditors.  The  following  were  elected  on  the 
committee  ;  Messrs.  E.  Shonfeld,  J.  Eead,  C.  Newbury, 
A.  E.  Matthews,  E.  Mudd,  and  W.  Grace.  The  prizes 
TVT°^  10  ,'”'B1  be  distributed  on  Thursday, 

iVlay  10,  at  a  smoking  concert  at  the  club-house.  Our 
annual  dinner  will  be  held  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  at  a  future 
meeting.  is,  was  voted  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  Mr. 
Courtenay  was  proposed  as  an  hon.  member.— A.  E 
Jdaldwin,  sec. 

Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation  Society.— 

1  he  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at 
headquarters,  the  Three  Cups  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  the 
loth  inst.,  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  other  busi¬ 
ness.  Air.  Sheriff  Taphouse  was  elected  president  for 
the  ensuing  year.  In  replying,  Mr.  Taphouse  assured 
the  members  present  that  whatever  he  could  do  to  assist 
Me  angling  society  would  give  him  great  pleasure.  Mr 
Eose  was  again  elected  vice-president;  Air.  Thurland 
treasurer.  Mr.  English  having  given  notice  some  time 
since  that  he  should  have  to  resign  the  post  of  hon. 
secretaiy,  owing  to  pressure  of  business,  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  some  difficulty  to  select  a  candidate.  At 
la.st  the  late  assistant-secretarry.  Air.  C.  Herbert,  came 
to  the  front,  and  was  elected  unanimously.  The  com- 
mittee  of  fourteen  was  then  elected  in  the  usual  way 
^ter  the  appointment  of  officers  Mr.  C.  E.  Jessop  rose 
to  propose  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  our  late  secretary 
business  of  the  society  in  such  a 
satisfactory  manner.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  replying,  Mr. 
English  thanked  the  members  for  showing  their  appre¬ 
ciation  of  his  services,  and  that  he  still  hoped  to  be  of 
good  service  to  the  angling  society.  During  the  four 
years  he  had  been  seeretary  he  had  always  done  his 
best  for  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  angling  society, 
as  the  balance-sheet  shows  a  substantial  sum  still  in  hand. 
Ihe  vice-president  then  brought  before  the  meeting  a  cir¬ 
cular  referred  by  the  City  Council  to  the  angling  society 
tor  their  opinion,  which  does  not  require  a  lengthy 
description,  being  a  petition  drawn  up  by  the  Heading 
Society  respecting  private  fishery  rights.  The  fol- 
low'ing  resolution  was  adopted  :  “  That  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  Oxford  be  asked  to  support 
the  petition  and  do  their  utmost  to  prevent  the  bye-law 
being  passed.”  The  President  (Air.  Sheriff  Taphouse) 
replied  that  he  would  do  his  duty  in  bringing  the  matter 
forward  at  the  next  council  meeting.  Air.  Eobinson 
then  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  for 
presiding  that  evening.  (Cheers.)  The  meeting  then 
terminated. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.AV. — On  Tuesday  our  return  visit  took  place 
on  the  Anglers  Association  List,  but  was  not  such  a 
sucess  as  on  previous  occasions,  only  eight  clubs 
answering  the  roll.  Our  benevolent  box  was  opened  by 
the  district  officer,  and  was  found  to  contain  9s.  and 
some  odd  pence.  Don’t  forget  we  have  an  extra  special 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  Alay  2,  and  please  come 
early,  or  we  shall  not  get  the  business  through.  The 
books  will  be  audited  by  Messrs.  Boxall  and  Jessop.— 

H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  assist,  sec. 

Pontefract  Piscatorial  Society,  Pontefract 
Castle,  Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  W. — The  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Wednes¬ 
day.  April  19,  when  the  club  room  was  fully  occupied 
by  the  members  and  friends.  Sir  P.  Seager  Hunt,  Bart., 
ALP.,  presided,  and  had  for  vis-a.-vis  Air.  H.  AVoodward, 
the  vice  chairman  of  the  society  for  the  current  year, 
mv'  chairman,  being  unavoidably  absent. 

The  secretary  was  able  to  report  a  slight  increase  in  the 
membership,  and  a  still  greater  increase  in  the  funds. 
The  rules  of  the  society  had  been  revised,  and  drawn 
inore  in  consonance  with  the  spirit  of  true  sport.  Thus 
the  society  prizes  for  gross  weight  have  been  abolished, 
and,  while  the  minimum  weight  for  specimen  fish  has 
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been  materially  increased,  the  society  prizes  for  the  best 
specimens  have  been  doubled.  The  prizes  were  then 
presented  by  Sir  P.  Seager  Hunt,  as  follows  ;  Mr.  Golds¬ 
worthy,  the  Seager  Hunt  Challenge  Cup  (1st  year)  for 
the  greatest  number  of  the  best  specimen  fish;  for 
heaviest  roach  ;  for  heaviest  day’s  take  of  dace  ;’  for 
heaviest  day  s  take  of  perch  ;  and  for  specimen  trout, 
Mr.  Pilgrim,  first  gross  weight ;  for  largest  perch  ;  for 
best  day’s  take  of  fish  (any  water),  Mr.  Murrell,  second 
gross  weight  ;  for  largest  jack  ;  for  heaviest  bream  ; 
for  heaviest  take  of  bream,  Mr.  Hawkins ;  for  best  day’s 
take  of  fish  (Lea  or  Colne).  The  musical  portion  of  the 
programme  was  fully  up  to  the  high  standard  the  society 
tries  to  maintain  as  an  attraction  at  their  dinners,  and 
two  new  members  were  made. — A.  S.,  sec. 

^  Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — On  Wednesday  last  we  made 
another  attack  on  the  rules,  and  made  very  good  pro¬ 
gress.  I  should  very  much  like  to  see  more  members 
present  at  our  weekly  meetings.  Our  annual  supper 
will  take  place  shortly,  and  any  member  intending  to  be 
present  will  greatly  oblige  by  intimating  such  to  W.  R. 
Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head. 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — I  beg  to  remind  members 
^at  our  special  general  meeting  takes  place  next 
Tuesday  at  9  p.m.,  when  several  very  important  altera- 
tions  in  the  rules  will  be  proposed,  therefore  a  good 
muster  is  requested. — Pelic.an. 

South  Iiondon  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road,  S;E. — We  hold  our  annual 
meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  May  3,  when  the  accounts, 
&c.,  for  the  past  season  will  be  submitted,  and  the 
supper  night  fixed.  'There  is  an  important  notice  of 
motion  down  for  that  night,  so  I  hope  to  see  all  members 
present. — J.  J.  F.,  see. 

South  Iiondon  United  Anglers. — Visiting  List. 
—The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  societies  on  this  list 
will  take  place  at  the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street,  on 
Tuesday  next,  May  2,  at  nine  o’clock,  for  the  payment 
of  annual  subscriptions  and  election  of  officers,  as  per 
notice  at  bottom  of  list,  and  I  trust  every  society  will 
send  a  representative.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Beckham  Brothers  on  Monday,  May  15.— A.  Conn,  hon 
sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— The  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  is  arranged  to  take  place  on 
Thursday,  May  18.  Members  intending  to  be  present 
must  give  their  names  in  not  later  than  Tuesday,  May  9. 
Members  in  arrears  must  clear  the  books  by  Tuesdav 
May  16. 

Waggoner’s  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall-cross. — Our  usual  weekly  meeting 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  with  a  good  attendance. 
The  books  have  been  audited,  and  I  am  very  pleased  to 
say  that  the  Waggoners  are  in  very  flourishing  circum¬ 
stances.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  on  May  9  for 
the  election  of  officers  and  committee.  The  distribution 
takes  place  on  Alay  16.  Those  gentlemen  who  have 
promised  prizes  and  have  not  yet  sent  them  in,  I  shall 
be  extremely  obliged  if  they  will  do  so  before  that  date. 
Any  gentleman  wishing  to  become  a  member  cannot  do 
better  than  apply  at  the  above  on  any  Tuesday  evening. 

— H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltoniaus  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
On  Wednesday  last  the  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place ;  Mr.  A.  Piolaine  officiated.  There  are  some  out¬ 
standing  prizes  due,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  the  donors 
would  forward  them  as  soon  as  possible.  Wednesday 
next,  May  3,  is  our  20th  annual  dinner,  eight  o’clock 
sharp.  T.  W.  Venner,  Esq.,  chairman ;  H.  Bayley,  Esq., 
vice-chairman.  Air.  Judge  will  preside  at  the  piano. 
All  tickets  out  will  be  considered  sold  if  not  returned  to 
me  or  at  the  club-house  by  Alonday,  May  1.— C.  Hebble, 
secretary.  ’ 

West  London  Angling  Club,  “  Dartmouth 
Castle,”  Hammersmith. — A  large  muster  of  members 
attended  our  special  meeting  on  the  20th  inst.  Several 
important  alterations  in  the  rules  having  been  brought 
forward,  the  same  were  duly  discussed  and  thoroughly 
revised.  The  secretary  was  instructed  to  have  a  new 
book  of  rules  printed  and  distributed  amongst  the 
members  when  ready.  Our  13th  annual  dinner  was 
fixed  for  Thursday,  May  11,  to  take  jilace  at  the  Builders’ 
Arms,  Bridge-road,  Hammersmith,  as  our  host  is  unable 
to  accommodate  us  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel  this  year. 
Members  of  angling  clubs  and  friends  are  cordially 
invited,  and  the  evening  will  be  devoted  to  harmony. — 

J.  J.  Hu^■TER,  hon.  sec. 


—  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
mould  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

A"®  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 

Me  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 


’30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „ 

,,  Putney.  \75  ,, 

,,  Eichmond. 

45  ,, 

,,  Hammer-  Add  <80  ,, 

,,  Twicken¬ 

smith.  / 

ham. 

50  „ 

,,  Barnes.  x85  „ 

,,  Teddingfton 

Example  ; — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  April  29  . 

Morning. 

.  1.  2  . 

EvenlAg:. 
.  1.21 

Sunday,  „  30  . 

Monday,  Mav  1  . 

.  1.39  . 

.  1.55 

.  2.26 

Tuesdav,  ..  2  . 

.  2.57 

Wednesdav.  ..  3 

.  3.12  . 

Thursday,  „  4  . 

.  3.59 

Friday,  „  5  . 

.  4.32 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 


Grand  Otter  Hdnting.— The  Dumfriesshire  otter 
hounds  have  commenced  bunting  for  the  season.  They 
have  had  fine  meets,  and  they  have  accounted  for  the 
death  of  four  otters.  They  killed  two  in  one  day  on  the 
Annan  last  week,  and  on  Saturday,  on  the  same  river  at 
Hoddom,  they  bowled  over  their  third,  after  a  hunt 
lasting  three  hours.  It  was  an  exciting  bit  of  hunting 
at  Hoddom.  Anglers  left  rods  and  baskets  lying  on  the 
banks  and  joined  in  the  hunt.  In  the  excitement  several 
huntsmen  slipped  on  the  rocks  and  made  headers  into 
the  pools.  Desperate  encounters  between  otter  and 
hounds  took  place,  and  the  latter  were  severely  mauled 
by  the  quarry.  On  the  Nith  on  Tuesday  of  this  week 
the  hounds  were  taken  from  their  kennels  at  Annan, 
and  accounted  for  the  death  of  a  very  large  otter  above 
Auldgirth  bridge.  The  otter  sank  in  a  deep  pool  at  the 
finish  and  was  drowned.  It  has  been  a  most  enjoyable 
time  for  anglers  who  have  entered  into  the  sport  with 
keen  interest. — Heatherbell. 


Lower  Tbames.— General  Eemarks. — The  com' 
mittee  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  at 
their  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  made  arrangements  for 
the  coming  general  angling  season,  when  it  is  expected 
the  new  byelaws  will  be  in  operation,  so  as  to  give 
sufficient  publication  to  the  most  important  alterations 
that  have  been  made,  with  especial  reference  to  the 
abolition  of  trailing,  that  neither  the  pleasure  boats  nor 
anglers  can  plead  any  excuse  if  they  are  Lund  in  the 
illegal  offence ;  and  the  appointment  of  Herbert  Curr, 
at  .Weybridge,  and  L.  Hackett,  at  Chertsey,  to  act 
as  river  keepers  will,  without  doubt,  act  materially  in 
the  suppression  of  the  evil.  When  I  was  at  the  weekly 
meeting  of  the  Silver  Trout  Angling  Club,  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  one  of  the  members,  living  at  Walton, 
kindly  volunteered  to  take  care  of  that  portion  of  the 
river  as  he  was  always  about,  and,  being  armed  with 
authority,  he  would  do  his  best  to  prevent  any  evil 
going  on.  There  is  every  prospect  of  the  'Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  closing  a  very  successful 
financial  year,  and  I  would  remind  some  few  who  have 
not  yet  paid  their  subscriptions  to  do  so  at  once,  as  it  is 
important  to  get  all  in  that  is  receivable,  'There  is  one 
thing  always  to  explain,  and  that  is,  at  the  closing  of 
the  financial  year  on  April  30,  there  should  be  a  large 
balance,  as  from  that  time  up  to  the  end  of  December 
the  receipts  are  nothing  like  equal  to  the  expenditure. 
And  now,  as  regards  the  river,  which  is  so  much  in 
want  of  rain,  I  am  glad  to  find  the  perch  are  spawning  in 
much  greater  quantities  than  usual,  and  care  is  being 
taken  to  protect  the  ova.  There  is  a  large  quantity  of 
chub  and  barbel  getting  up  to  the  Weir  Hill  at  Moulsey. 
They  are  reported  to  be  very  early  in  spawning  this  year, 
and  the  roach  are  also  coming  up  nearly  a  month  earlier 
than  usual.  There  are  plenty  of  jack  being  caught  in 
trout  fishing.  William  Millbourne  says  he  has  been 
getting  them  up  to  81b.,  and  in  every  instance  I  hear  of 
them  being  carefully  put  back  again.  Altogether,  as 
regards  coarse  fish  the  prospects  everywhere  look  well 
for  a  good  season.  The  trout  are  plentiful  but  the 
water  is  not  suitable,  and,  what  I  am  sorry  to  learn, 
several  good  fish  have  broken  away  from  the  anglers. — B. 

Upper  Thames.  —  Thursday.  —  Although  the 
weather  for  some  eight  weeks  past  has  been  unpre- 
cedently  hot  and  dry,  there  is  plenty  of  water  in  the 
Upper  Thames  as  I  write,  and  where  it  all  comes  from  is 
a  inarvel,  for  it  is  quite  as  high  as  the  normal  winter 
height.  In  the  way  of  trout  work,  as  far  as  I  can  glean, 
little  has  been  attempted  during  the  past  hot  week,  and 
hardly  anything  done  ;  but  1  am  continually  being 
posted  up  with  the  intelligence  from  ‘‘  meaonthe  spot,” 
that  grand  trout  are  in  evidence  in  all  suitable  waters — 
Bray,  Maidenhead,  Alarlow,  Hurley,  and  Hambleden,  to 
wit.  A  pretty  trout  of  fijlb.  has  fallen  to  the  rod  of  a 
gentleman  out  with  Bob  Young,  of  Medmenham. — 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet). — No  improvement  in  the  state 
of  the  water  or  weather,  but  stilt  the  trout  are  moving 
from  about  6  p.m.  till  8.  I  had  a  handsome  fish  on 
Thursday  evening,  51b.  2oz.  ;  and  was  just  out  here  a 
short  time  in  the  morning  and  had  a  run  and  saw 
another  chasing  a  fish.  It  proved  to  be  a  roach  over 
nine  inches  in  length  I  picked  it  up,  wounded  dread¬ 
fully.  It  was  not  a  very  big  trout,  about  51b.  I  was 
out  with  Sir  J.  Carmichael,  on  the  22nd,  for  a  short 
time  in  the  evening;  had  a  run  out  for  half  an  hour 
myself  on  the  23rd,  had  one  on,  fought  desperately  ; 
got  out  with  a  gentleman  on  the  2Ith,  had  a  fine  fish 
on.  He  jumped  a  yard  out  of  water  and  ran  down 
stream  twenty  yards,  and  then  got  off.  Out  with  the 
same  gentleman  again  on  the  25th,  had  better  luck; 
caught  a  pretty  fish  of  31b.,  saw  lots  more  rise. — G. 
Lumsden. 

Thames  (Hampton).— Mr.  Lely,  opposite  to  the 
Chelsea  Waterworks,  has  taken  his  second  trout  this 
season,  one  of  4jlb.  Mr.  Creswiok,  in  tne  same  neigh- 
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bonrhood,  has  caught  one  of  similar  weight,  and  also 
hooked  a  smaller  one.  which  he  put  back  in  the 
river. 

Thames  fShepperton). — George  Rosewell  writes  : 
“  Mr.  G.  W.  Ellis,  one  of  my  old  customers,  has  caught, 
fishing  with  me,  a  beautiful  trout  of  7^1b..  and  Mr. 
Stockwin,  who  is  a  new  client,  got  one  weighing  3|lb. 

Thames  (Weybridge). — Mr.  Charles  Taylor,  fishing 
with  Herbert  Curr.  has  taken  a  trout  of  lib. 

Thames  (Windsor). — The  drought  of  1893  must 
by  now  be  well  impressed  upon  the  memory  of  agricul¬ 
turists,  ■  umbrella  makers,  and  fishing  tackle  makers. 
When  the  change  comes  we  shall  indeed  have  a  trans¬ 
formation  scene  in  Nature.  Notwithstanding  the 
brightness  of  the  water  and  lack  of  current,  trout  have 
been  on  the  move  daily,  but  are  not  worried  much. 
The  veteran  enthusiast,  Mr.  G.  Herd,  of  Egham,  has 
had  the  first  fish  of  the  season  from  Bell  Weir — a  very 
pretty  one,  scaling  41b.  Mr.  Rowles,  of  Egham,  has 
ha.s  also  had  one  of  about  the  some  weight.  Mr.  Tryon, 
of  London,  out  with  Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  on  25th 
inst.,  missed  landing  a  grand  fish,  a  rare  jumper,  which 
eventually  shook  the  hooks  out.  A  consignment  of 
over  ()00  perch,  ranging  from  three  to  five  years  old, 
were  distributed  in  these  waters — that  is  between 
Windsor  and  Boveney  locks — on  the  24th  inst.,  by  the 
WTndsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation  Society.  Mr. 
H.  Sargeant,  of  Slough,  brought  them  through  from 
Great  Yarmouth,  and,  I  am  told,  with  but  few  deaths. 
Mr.  Hewlett,  of  Eton,  and  other  members,  distributed 
them  in  suitable  spots.  In  my  report  of  the  first  trout 
caught  here  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Edgware-road, 
London,  the  weight  should  have  been  31b.,  not  21b. — 
B.  R.  Bambridoe. 

Aucbolm  District, — The  weather  is  still  very  fine, 
and  water-courses  are  getting  lower.  The  Market 
Rasen  Club  is  now  well  established.  The  members  have 
just  had  a  dinner,  which  passed  off  pleasantly.  The 
club  is  now  full,  being  limited  to  twenty-one  members. 
Lord  Herries,  the  riparian  owner,  has  shown  the  greatest 
kindness  by  placing  the  water  at  the  disposal  of  mem¬ 
bers.  Formerly  the  Rase  was  a  really  good  trout 
stream,  and  fish  of  51b.  have  been  taken  therefrom. 
Several  nice  fish  of  over  lib.  have  been  landed  this 
season,  and,  with  judicious  annual  stocking,  the  water 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  soon  resume  its  former  character. 
There  is  any  quantity  of  food  in  the  river.  Mr.  Tillett 
had  one  fish  of  17oz.  last  week. — Thomas  Ford. 

Avon. — The  salmon,  like  the  trout,  do  not  appear  at 
all  responsive  to  the  enticement  of  the  angler,  and 
the  crafty  sportsmen  are  few  indeed  who  can  get 
favourable  bags  while  the  water  is  as  clear  as  it  is  at 
present.  Ringwood  and  Christchurch  have  seen  a  few 
anglers  at  work,  but  with  very  indifferent  results. 
Some  time  back  Mr.  Tourney  landed  three  fish  on  three 
successive  days,  total,  71Jlb. 

Barle  (Dulverton). — River  dead  low.  No  one  can 
remember  the  river  so  empty  of  water.  Fishing  with 
fly  is  useless  ;  “  Creeper  ”  is  no  better  ;  worm  you  cannot, 
it’s  against  rules. — Iron  Blue. 

Brighton.— Sea  Fishing.— A  few  river  pollack 
have  been  taken  during  the  past  week.  Boat  anglers 
are  beginning  to  try  for  sea  bream.  About  a  mile  and 
a-half  off  “  Black  Rock  ”  whiting  pout  are  being  taken, 
and  a  lew  flounder  off  the  piers. — H. 

Cornish  Streams. — Some  of  the  Bodmin  fishermen 
are  criticising  the  action  of  the  Camel  Conservators  in 
taking  several  salmon  kelts  from  Dairy  pool  and  putting 
them  into  a  pool  further  down,  below  where  the  mill 
stream  comes  out.  It  is  very  plain,  however,  that  the 
conservators  had  acted  wisely,  as  these  fish,  in  all 
probability  would  not  have  been  able  to  get  back  this 
season,  and  would  do  incalculable  damage  if  left.  The 
rivers  throughout  the  district  were  unaffected  by 
Saturday’s  rain,  and  are  still  extremely  low.  A  dozen 
or  so  of  trout  have  been  taken  by  each  of  one  or  two 
rods,  but  the  days  are  so  hot  that  few  fishermen  go  out 
much  before  sunset. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham).— The  fishing  here  for  the 
past  week  has  only  been  fair.  There  was  a  nice  trout 
caught  on  the  23rd  inst.,  weighing  IJIb.,  besides  three 
brace  obtained  during  the  week. — A.  R.  Stone. 

Dee  (Corwen). — The  river  is  very  low  (lower  than 
ever  it  has  being  known) ;  not  a  drop  of  rain  since  2nd 
March.  What  few  anglers  do  try  they  are  doing  fairly 
well  since  the  20th.  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Kent, 
Leamington,  have  been  taking  from  31b.  to  41b.  each 
daily.  On  Wednesday,  20th,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Davy 
Roberts  had  C|lb.,  two  or  three  half-pounders.  Thurs¬ 
day,  27th,  D.  Roberts  had  some  good  fish  4Jlb. 
Best  flies.  Light  Dun  and  Gravel  Fly.  Two  local 
anglers  at  Cynwyd  are  making  a  slaughter  amongst 
the  pike,  they  have  killed  twenty  during  the  month, 
averaging  71b.  The  weather  is  as  firm  as  ever,  no  sign 
of  a  change. — Alwen. 

Derwentwater. — In  common  with  the  whole  of  the 
northern  lakes  Derwentwater  is  suffering  from  the  con¬ 
tinued  drought,  and  fast  approaching  the  low  level  of 
Jubilee  year.  Recently,  operations  have  been  princi¬ 
pally  confined  to  trawling,  the  best  hauls  having  been 
made  at  night,  and  the  following  takes  are  reported  ; 
Mr.  W.  Edwards,  two,  31b.  each  ;  Mr.  W.  Coulson,  four; 
Mr.  Hy.  Mason,  five  ;  Mr.  C.  Abbot,  two,  41b. ;  Mr.  W. 
Hill,  Manchester,  one;  Mr.  C.  Alcock,  three,  Ulb. 
each;  Mr.  J.  Swinburne,  two;  Mr.  Isaac  Bowe.  four; 
Mr.  J.  Musgrove,  tour;  and  Mr.  Joseph  Lowther,  who 
has  bad  some  excellent  fishing,  had  a  good  basket  of 
trout,  the  heaviest  31b.,  in  addition  to  one  pike  of  191b. 
Rain  badly  wanted  in  the  north,  both  in  the  interests  of 
angling  and  agriculture. 

Dove  and  Tributaries  (Ashbourne).- Weather 
and  water  too  bright  for  much  sport,  rain  badly  wanted. 
One  dish  of  four  brace  have  been  taken  from  the  Bird- 


grove  length  since  our  last,  this  by  Mr.  Prince.  Mr. 
Close  has  had  fair  sport  on  one  or  two  days  on  the 
Upper  Manifold,  these  mainly  with  the  Blue  Dun  tied 
with  red  instead  of  yellow  silk.  Mr.  Adishead  has  also 
had  good  sDort  on  Bentley  Brook  there  on  Monday 
last,  and  Mr.  Bradburn  with  the  March  Brown. — 
D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Bast  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 

With  the  long- continued  drought,  the  rivers  have  got 
very  low,  and  only  a  few  trout  taken  by  evening  fishing, 
chiefly  on  the  Rough  Blue.  We  regret  to  say  that 
poaching  continues  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  quanti¬ 
ties  of  trout  are  taken  on  night-lines. — H. 

Bze  and  Canal  (Bzeter). — After  a  drought  of 
something  like  seven  weeks'  duration,  rain  fell  steadily 
for  a  few  hours  on  Saturday  night  last ;  but  the  land 
being  so  parched,  the  rivers  have  reaped  little  or  no 
benefit,  and  unless  we  get  two  or  three  days  good  rain¬ 
fall  matters  will  not  be  likely  to  improve  much  in  the 
angling  line.  At  present  the  weather  appears  to  have 
returned  to  quite  its  old  tropical  form,  and  killing  trout 
at  midday  is  almost  impossible  ;  the  few  that  are  taken 
are  mostly  got  in  the  early  evenings,  when  the  full  glare 
of  the  sun  is  somewhat  oft'  the  water.  I  am  afraid  if 
this  low  water  continues  much  longer  there  will  be  con¬ 
siderable  mortality  among  the  salmon,  many  fine  fish 
being  pent  up  between  the  weirs  in  the  City  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  the  water  here  (none  too  sweet  at  any  time) 
is  now  fast  approaching  that  state  likely  to  play  the 
“  very  old  deuce  ”  with  the  unfortunate  fish,  who  are  of 
course  completely  looked  in.  Pollack  fishing  is  still 
good  around  Exmouth,  and  anglers,  who  are  now  rather 
driven  off  their  legitimate  ground,  will  find  a  few  hours’ 
pollacking  very  good  diversion. — Red  Palmer. 

iteben. — Sport  has  been  dull,  and  this  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  ;  a  fine  two  pounder  was  taken  with  the 
fly  near  the  top  of  the  weirs  at  Winchester  on  Saturday 
The  Grannon,  and  other  flies  are  upon  the  water  almost 
every  da3-.  A  couple  of  fair  specimens  were  taken  from 
the  Barge  river  on  Saturday.  Upon  this  day  dozens  of 
anglers  could  have  been  counted  along  the  banks  of  the 
various  streams. 

Bake  Vyrnwy  (Nortb  Wales).— The  weather 
still  continues  unfavourable  to  most  fishing  places,  but 
am  glad  to  say  such  is  not  the  case  with  our  lake.  On 
Wednesday,  April  19,  Capt.  Hayhurst  France  caught 
eighteen  fish,  best  fish  weighing  11b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Hay- 
hurst  France,  six  ;  Messrs.  Ward  and  Gedney,  eleven; 
Mr.  Glazebrook,  eight;  Master H.  G.  T.  Hawes,  seven; 
Master  A.  F.  Henty,'  six;  Messrs.  Winterbottom  and 
Simpson,  six ;  Mr.  Henty,  three ;  Messrs.  Pierce  and 
Dobson,  four.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Glazebrook  took  nine  ; 
Messrs.  Pierce,  fourteen ;  Mr.  Henty,  four ;  Master 
A.  F.  Henty,  fourteen,  beat  fish,  lib.  2oz.  ;  Messrs. 
Winterbottom  and  Simpson,  five ;  Master  H.  G.  T. 
Hawes,  eight ;  Messrs.  Pierce  and  Dobson,  six.  Friday, 
a  most  unfavourable  day  for  fishermen,  Mr.  Glazebrook 
took  two  ;  Messrs.  Hawes  and  Henty,  thirteen  fish, 
weighing  101b.  8oz.,  best  fish  11b.  6oz.  ;  Messrs.  Ward 
and  Gedney,  seventeen ;  Messrs.  Winterbottom  and 
Simpson,  eight ;  Miss  Arnold  and  Master  A.  Ward, 
five.  Saturday,  Mr.  Henty,  ten;  Messrs.  Hawes  and 
Henty,  six  (second  day)  ;  Messrs.  Ward  and  Gedney, 
eighteen,  fourteen  of  which  were  caught  under  an  hour. 
Rev.  F.  W.  Brown,  seven  ;  Miss  Arnold  and  Master  A. 
Ward,  six.  On  Monday,  Master  A.  F.  Henty  brought  in 
his  limit  (twenty  fish),  weighing  151b.  12oz.,  best  fish, 
21b.  ;  Mr.  Henty,  also  brought  in  his  limit  (twenty  fish), 
weighing  151b.  2oz.,  best  fish  11b.  15oz. ;  Master  H.  G.  T. 
Hawes,  fifteen,  best  fish  lib.  lOoz.  ;  Miss  Arnold  and 
Mr.  A.  Ward,  ten ;  Messrs.  Ward  and  Gedney,  twenty- 
five  ;  Messrs.  Brown  and  Mocklar,  twenty-one.  Tues¬ 
day,  Messrs.  Ward  and  Gedney,  twenty-four ;  Mr. 
Glazebrook,  eleven  ;  Miss  Arnold  and  Master  A.  Ward, 
five;  Mr.  Taylor,  nine;  Mr.  Briggs,  seven;  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Mocklar,  twelve  ;  Capt.  Goodwin,  seven — a 
broiling  hot  day. — Long  Drift. 

Bea. — There  is  but  little  to  report  this  week,  as, 
although  anglers  have  been  plentiful  enough,  their 
successes  have  been  but  meagre.  On  the  23rd  inst.,  in 
company  with  Messrs.  Stephens,  Smith,  and  Thomas, 
the  secretary  of  the  Hounsfield  Otters  A.S.,  we  saw  at 
Cook’s  Ferry  an  individual  busily  engaged  in  snatching 
some  of  the  dozen  or  so  large  barbel  that  were 
congregated  there.  Barbel  are  quite  scarce  enough  in 
the  Lea  without  such  nefarious  practices  being  resorted 
to,  but,  of  course,  this  is  a  portion  of  the  Lea  that  the 
great  powers  that  be  will  not  take  the  slightest  interest 
in,  although  it  is  as  well  if  not  better  stocked  with  fish 
than  Association  water.  Dace  are  well  over  the 
spawning  and  are  rising  well,  being  in  capital  condition. 
'Weather  untrustworthy,  water  fairly  in  condition. — 
Spliced  Joint. 

Bug'g'  and  Arrow  (Beomiuster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  low,  but  in  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with  a  few  showers 
of  rain,  but  not  heavy  enought  to  alter  the  water.  Rain 
is  badly  wanted,  as  the  bottom  of  the  river  is  getting 
foul.  The  best  time  for  fishing  is  early  morning  and 
evening.  The  fish  have  been  moving  well  at  the  fly,  and 
have  taken  the  Hare’s  Ear,Cowdung,  Stone-fly,  Spinners, 
Grannom,  and  March  Brown.  Sport  has  been  had  with 
the  minnow.  On  Monday,  some  good  trout  were  landed 
from  the  Arrow  with  the  Stone-fly  and  Hare’s  Ear. 
Sport  in  the  Lugg  has  been  fairly  good.  The  Pinsley 
is  running  low  and  clear.  Sport  in  it  quiet  at  present, 
and  sport  will  be  dull  until  rain  comes. — Gwynne. 

Bagg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kiugsland).— 
Rivers  Tow  and  clear,  except  where  disturbed  by  sheep¬ 
washing,  which  is  just  now  in  full  swing.  Have  heard 
of  no  sport  worth  recording.  'Weather  still  very  bright, 
with  winds  mostly  easterly  or  northerly.  The  Alder  or 
Orl  Fly  is  out  thick,  so  also  Duns.  Flies  generally 


plentiful.  Till  rain  comes  prospects  of  sport  are  not 
encouraging. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Rivers.— There  is  really 
nothing  worth  reporting  this  week,  the  waters  are 
running  as  clear  as  gin,  plenty  o^  fish,  but  it  s  only  a 
waste  of  time  trying  for  them.  The  best  sport  is  in 
the  evening  with  a  fly.  Black  Gnat,  you  may  then  get 
some  good  dace,  especially  at  Brandon  or  Mildenhall, 
where  the  streams  run  rather  swiftly.  Rain  is  much 
needed  all  through  the  country,  both  for  fish  and  agri¬ 
culture. — William  Howlett. 

Plymouth. — Unprecedented  weather  at  this  time  of 
the  year  has  made  the  fishermen  unusually  busy,  and 
those  that  have  boats  are  getting  them  ready  and  paint¬ 
ing  them  up  to  begin  the  season,  which  is  at  least  a 
month  earlier  this  year  than  last.  Pollack  are  close  in 
shore,  and  are  to  be  caught  now  off  the  piers  and  rooks 
close  to  the  town.  Some  dozens  of  very  fine  fish  are 
taken  every  tide  at  the  top  of  the  flood  off  the  (Jarden 
Battery  at  Mount  Edgeumbe,  either  fishing  at  Killickor 
pulling  slowly  about,  using  the  Tag  worm  for  bait  if  at 
Killiok,  or  the  Red  and  Black  India-rubber  Sand  Eel  if 
whiffing.  Large  quantities  of  flat  fish  are  being  taken 
off  the  pontoon  in  the  Great  Western  Docks,  and  there 
are  thousands  of  mullet,  but  they  can  very  rarely  be 
tempted  to  take  a  bait.  Mackerel  are  still  in  Whitsaud 
Bay,  and  some  fine  catches  have  been  brought  in  by  the 
various  boats.  Prawns  and  shrimps  can  be  taken  in  any 
number  on  the  usual  grounds,  either  with  the  prawn 
dredge,  which  can  be  worked  from  a  small  boat,  or  with 
a  pool  prawn  net  amongst  the  pools  on  the  rocks  at  low 
water.  There  is  not  much  doing  now  on  the  rivers. 
The  water  is  very  fine  and  clear.  The  only  chance  one 
has  of  sport  is  to  go  in  the  woody  parts,  and  dap  with 
a  Blow-fly,  Grasshopper,  or  Caddis  Grub,  or  any  of  the 
admirable  imitations. — William  Hearder. 

Scarborough.  —  Sea  Fishing. —  Great  shoals  of 
small  silver  whiting  have  come  into  the  bay,  and  any 
amount  of  “  pars  ”  are  to  be  caught  by  pier  anglers. 
Plaice  are  also  abundant,  and  are  being  caught  up  to 
21b.  in  weight.  Other  fish  are  scarce  — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  bright  weather  which 
we  continue  to  be  favoured  with  has  tempted  many 
anglers  out,  and  with  varying  success,  though  heavy 
baskets  have  been  scarce,  owing  to  the  low  and  bright 
condition  of  the  streams.  The  Severn  itself  may  be 
easily  forded  in  many  places.  Morning  and  evening 
fishing  has  produced  the  best  results  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  and  it  has  been  practically  useless  to  seek  sport 
at  midday.  Mr.  A.  Cox  took  another  salmon  of  PJlb.  a 
day  or  two  ago,  in  the  same  spot  where  several  heavy 
fish  have  this  year  been  captured,  namely,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ford  near  the  Grey  Friars  Bridge.  Trout  fishing 
has  not  been  satisfactory. — Piscatoh. 

Severn,  'Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Blanymy- 
neeb). — Owing  to  the  present  quite  unprecedented  hot 
and  dry  weather  angling  is  altogether  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  otter  hunting  has  taken  its  place  in  this  im¬ 
mediate  neighbourhood,  and  on  Tuesday  last  Mr.  E. 
Buckley’s  otter  hounds  had  a  couple  of  hours’  magni- 
cent  sport  with  a  grand  old  dog  otter,  which  weighed 
251b.,  and  was  killed  just  below  Rhydd  Meredith  Bridge 
in  the  river  Tanat. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours. — Fine 
weather  with  easterly  winds  is  not  condacive  to  sport. 
Streams  are  getting  very  low,  and  until  we  got  some 
good  soaking  showers,  there  is  not  much  to  be  done 
among  the  trout.  I  hear  of  some  small  fish  from  the 
Ouse  tributaries,  but  nothing  exceeding  8oz.  I  saw 
some  good  fish  at  the  West  Ashling  stream  on  Saturday, 
and  I  understand  the  stream  and  mill  pond  is  to  let. 
Roach  and  chub  have  given  sport  on  the  Adur.  A  few 
brace  of  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Rother,  near 
Midhurst.  Smelt  are  giving  sport  in  the  harbours,  and 
at  Chichester  Harbour  great  quantities  of  flat  fish  have 
been  taken  hand  lining,  and  a  great  number  of  eels. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Budlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  but  low,  but  in  good  order  for  angling. 
The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine,  and  a  good 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  water.  The 
fish  have  sported  well  at  the  fly.  The  best  flies  are  the 
Blun  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  Cowdung,  Grannom,  Downhill, 
Spinners,  and  Stone-fly.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  with  the  worm.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  good 
in  the  early  morning  and  evening.  In  the  Ludford 
Estate  water  the  owner  is  now  having  all  the  fords 
staked  to  prevent  netting,  as  there  is  good  reason  to 
think  the  netters  have  been  busy  down  that  part.  In 
the  water  at  Knighton  great  complaints  have  been 
received  lately  of  several  gangs  of  men  being  out  gaffing 
trout  while  the  river  is  so  low,  and  in  one  instance  the 
water  is  supposed  to  have  been  limed.  The  various 
private  owners  have  now  given  instructions  to  prosecute 
any  cases  that  should  be  reported.  The  water  near  Ash¬ 
ford  was  fished  on  Saturday,  and  a  nice  dish  of  trout 
were  taken  with  the  Stone-fly  and  Hare’s  Ear.  Near 
Ludford  Bridge  some  good  sport  has  been  had  with  the 
Blue  Dun  and  Cowdung.  Along  the  Folley  several  nice 
lota  of  trout  have  been  landed.  The  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Guy  are  all  low  and  clear.  In  the  Corve  trout  over 
11b.  each  have  been  taken  with  the  worm  and  minnow. 
Sport  in  the  Clun  and  Ony  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  district  is  still 
low  and  clear,  but  has  been  refreshed  a  little  with  a 
slight  fall  of  rain,  but  twenty-four  hours'  good  rain  is 
wanted  to  stir  the  water.  The  weather  has  been  very 
warm,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The  fish 
rise  well  at  the  fly,  especially  in  the  evening  part.  The 
best  killers  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Stone-fly,  Hare’s  Ear, 
Spinners,  Grannom,  and  Cowdung.  Several  nice  lots 
of  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  fly.  Sport  should  be 
good  with  artificial  minnow.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 


Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear ;  sport  quiet,  but  well 
®t^ked  with  fish. — Worcester. 

Test.— There  has  been  some  rises  of  the  erannom 
upon  most  days.  Last  week  a  few  fish  of  from  lib.  to 
-tlb.  were  taken.  A  nice  lot  of  two-year-olds  were  put 
m  the  river  at  Leekford  on  the  20th  ;  but  anglers  com¬ 
plain  that  the  shallows  are  far  too  muddy  for  them  to 
thrive,  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  young  stock 
generally  move  off  towards  Chilbolton.  The  state  of 
m  out.  Mr  W  H 

1®’  ^  had  some  good  sport  at  Sfcockbridge' 
^Mt  week,  getting  trout  of  good  dimensions  nearly  every 

(Torrington).-Eiver  getting  very  low 
fflorious  summer  weather,  and  swarming  with 
salmon.  In  one  small  pool  there  are  over  fifty  Our 
many  lately  with  prawns’.  Mr. 
a -ii  staying  at  the  Globe  Hotel,  caught 

'''**^*^  yesterday,  all  with 

the  fly  call^  the  h-iller.— Practical  Angler. 

a  (Newark). -The  Trent  is  running  at  a  low 
transparency  seldom  witnessed  during 
Lv.  1  ‘a,f  complete  failure,  not  a  fresh 

run  fish  having  shown  in  the  whole  Newark  length 
during  the  past  few  weeks,  though  a  few  kelts  are 

i’npTfl”*L  ^  the  Devon  mouth  await¬ 

ing  a  flush  to  carry  them  over  the  weirs  in  their  down- 

Tuder  aPpears  somewhat  remote 

under  present  circumstances.  Toe  spawning  of  coarse 
fish  IS  progressing  in  a  marked  manner,  and  dace  are 

lot  of  ram  to  make  it  in  anything  like  fishing  order  A 

StnattW^L?  upstream  fishing  With 

sBlmn*  very  good  sized  onel  No 

salmon  have  been  taken,  and  it  is  thought  that  tL 

wfff®  The  water 

bailiffs  have  removed  a  large  number  of  dead  salmon 
from  the  river  and  buried  them.  Mr.  A.  Evans’s  otter 
hounds  killed  an  otter  just  below  the  road  pool  on 
^  hour’s  hunting. 

tb^G  ^  ^L^L*  (Hendon).— I  am  pleased'to  tell^u 
that  the  roach  ha,ve  started  to  feed.  I  give  you  some  of 
th®  names  of  subscribers  who  were  successful  on  the 
.-3rd  inst :  Mr.  Sharpe,  241b.  roach  ;  Mr.  Weldon,  231b 
roach:  Mr.  Goodman,  271b.  roach;  Mr.  Green  141b 
roach ;  Mr.  Nash,  121b.  roach ;  Mr.  Fry,  121b.  roach  • 
^^®h  :  Mr.  Seal,  151b.  roach.  I  turned 
in  the  water  on  Tuesday  last  168  splendid  jack  from  lib 
and  upwards. — J.  Warner. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).-The  weather 
remains  the  same,  bright  sunshine  in  the  daytime  and 
slight  frosts  at  night,  and  until  we  have  a  good  fall  of 
ram,  I  am  afraid  angling  generally  will  be  but  moderate 
A  tew  brace  of  fish  have  been  taken  on  both  streams 
but  anglers  complain  of  fish  rising  short  The  most 
successful  pes  are  Bumbles.  Hare’s  Ear,  Bed  Quill,  and 
Black  Gnat.  The  committee  of  the  Matlock  and  Crom- 
tord  Assocmtion  turned  in  their  length  of  water  below 
Cromford  Bridge  on  Saturday  last,  between  sixty  and 
seventy  two-year  old  trout  from  Mb.  to  11b.  each.  These 
fash  will,  no  doubt,  provide  sport  during  the  season,  and 
It  IS  thought  will  prove  more  successful  than  turning  in 
try  and  yearlings. — Dotterel.  ° 


Scotch  Reports. 


Carron  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay.  Kr.B.).-Owing  to 

continuous  drought  the  river  has  been  too  low  for 
angling.  Such  a  warm— or  hot— April  has  not  been 
experienced  in  this  district  since  1861.  Sport  has  of 
course,  been  almost  nil.  With  the  exception  of  three  or 
^ur  salmon,  averaging  about  91b.  each,  caught  by  Mr 
Eley,  Brailangwell  Lodge,  and  Mr.  G.  Burge,  of  North- 
wood,  Herne,  all  the  beats  have  been  blank  since  last 
reported.  At  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  there  are 
indications  of  rain. — McB. 

,  N-B.).- Between  the  14th  and 

19th,  Mr.  Hildyard  and  Mr.  Stanhope,  Post  Office,  Inver- 
cassley,  landed  five  salmon,  weighing  71b.,  81b.  101b 
lllb.  and  101b.  respectively.  Eiver  now  too  low  for 
successful  angling. — McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— This  river  is  now  in  first- 
class  order,  and  fish  moving  freely.  Sport  has  received  a 
considerable  freshening  up,  and  the  effect  of  this  is  beinv 
felt  on  the  higher  reaches  especially,  and  which  have 
hitherto  yielded  such  excellent  results.  In  the  middle 
and  lower  reaches  a  slight  revival  can  have  but  an 
imperceptible  effect  on  the  very  low  ebb  to  which  angling 
matters  have  drifted.  On  the  Braemar  waters  Mr. 
Duncan  McNabb  killed  a  beauty,  of  9ilb.,  on  the  Fife 
water  on  Saturday,  while  Mr.  Wilkinson,  on  Thursday 
landed  two,  of  6Jlb.  and  101b. ;  and  two  on  Friday" 
of  6Jlb.  and  7Jlb.,  and  two  on  Monday,  ot  same 
weight.  On  the  Cluny,  a  tributary  of  the  Dee,  the 
fiwt  fish  of  the  season  was  got  by  a  local  angler."  On 
the  Balmoral  and  Inver  waters  the  keepers  and  others 
have  had  frequent  successes  during  the  week 
On  the  Invercanld  Ballater  section  the  excellent 
character  of  the  sport  has  not  only  been  maintained  but 
greatly  enhanced.  On  this  water  Mr.  Owen  landed  three 
of  71b.,  7Jlb.,  and  81b.,  and  three  of  81b.,  8ilb.,  and  181b  • 
bir  George  Chetewoode,  one,  81b.,  three,  81b.,  91b.  and 
101b.,  and  seven  scaling  from  71b.  to  101b.  •  Mr 
Griffith,  one  71b.,  three  7.ilb.,  81b.,  and  8ilb.  ;  Mr’ 
Heath,  five  scaling  from  71b.  to  81b. ;  and  Captain  Bailey 
tour,  scaling  from  61b.  to  71b.  during  the  past  three  days’ 
angling.  These  gentleman  had  on  the  aggregate 
seventy-one  salmon  on  this  section  for  the  week  ending 
oaturday  last.  On  the  Monaltrie  waters  Mr.  Back 


of  81b.  each.  On  the 
Forest  of  Glen  Tana  waters  Mr.  Barry  and  party  have 
had  some  very  good  sport.  On  Monday,  three  rods 
creeled  ten  fish,  sealing  from  71b.  to  151b.:Tuesday 
f  "Wednesday,  seven; 

trom  rib.  to  151b.  ;  Thursday,  nine,  from  61b.  to  141b 
Friday,  nineteen,  ranging  from  71b.  to  151b.  ;  Saturday 
eleven,  of  average  weights.  In  all  sixty-seven  fishforthe 
week.  During  the  past  two  weeks’ angling  Mr.  W.  H. 
B^ry  had  fift^one  fish  to  his  own  rod  on  these  waters.’  On 
®  section  Mr.  Callendar  and  Mrs. 
Middleton  have  had  from  six  to  seven  fish  daily  of 

Mr.  Bailey  had 

VIIR  ^‘•iraWe  creeled  one  91b.,  one 

'‘“‘J  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
section  Mr.  Lamond  landed  a  fine  fish  of  19Ib  Mr  E 
Drummond,  on  Ballogie,  two,  of  61b.  and  91b.;  and  four  on 
Pp?pt  W  f41b.  101b.,  811b.,  and  01b,  while  Mr. 

Percy  Wormakl  landed  one,  7Ub.,  on  Borrowstone  ;  Mr 
Thomson  two  of  71b  and  91b.,  on  the  Commonty  Mr 

Sd’Mr  t’  h"®®  ?  Woodend  ; 

fAGi  ^7  171b.,  on  Blackball 

■"’ater.  A  tew  single  fish  have  been  occasionally 

-  u  ®®'^^  ff"®  Heathcot  section 
good  finnock  fishing  has  been  had  by  Messrs.  Smith 
(Edinburgh)  and  McMillan  (St.  Andrew's),  the  latter 
having,  in  addition,  a  small  salmon  of  4ilb.  The 
Silver  and  Blue,  Jeannie,  Loggie,  and  March  Brown  of 
small  summer  patterns,  have  been  the  killing  lures. 

i®u  .being  prosecuted  with  great 
risint  i,  ^m®i.  forward  condition  and 

fishing  improved  con¬ 
siderably  on  former  results,  but  is  still  much  behind  the 
average.  Disease  is  getting  more  in  evidence. — Dee- 

STDER. 

(Banffshire).— A  few  showers  of  rain  fell 
sLlg  T»everon  district  during  the  past  week,  which 
slightl.y  swelled  the  stream,  which  is  the  lowest  that 
has  taken  place  at  this  season  for  a  good  few  years 
back  The  change  induced  kelts,  which  were  in  great 
numbers  to  seek  for  the  sea,  and  the  lower  pools  are 
more  or  less  stocked  with  them.  There  was  an  increase 
m  the  run  of  salmon,  and  the  net  fishing  was  a  little 
more  productive  The  river  on  the  lower  part  is  now 
worked  night  and  day  by  the  fishermen,  and  for  the  past 
week  the  number  ot  salmon  and  trout  killed  was  over 
thirty.  Salmon  averaged  101b.,  and  trout IJlb.  Disease 
was  not  so  prevalent  of  late,  and  should  a  rainy  season 
set  in  there  will  be  a  good  river  fishing.  The  yield  up 
to  date  IS  better  than  that  of  the  corresponding  date 
last  year.  Anglers  are  prosecuting  the  trout  fish¬ 
ing  now  on  the  whole  course  of  the  river.  Although 
the  water  is  out  of  condition,  fair  baskets  on  the  deeper 
sections  are  pt,  with  both  fly  and  bait.  As  vet  not  a 
clean  salmon  has  been  landed  by  the  rod.  On  the  coast 
the  weather  has  be®n  so  dry,  and  the  swell  so  heavy, 
that  there  has  been  little  encouragement  to  draw  the 
fish  from  the  dpp  sea  to  the  shore.  The  nets  on  the 
halt  a  dozen  stations  adjacent  to  the  Deveron  were 
examipd  daily.  As  ma.ny  as  four  fish  were  taken  from 
one  net,  but  from  the  others  scarcely  a  fish.  The  total 
yiel(3,  however,  for  the  week  from  both  river  an(i  sea 
was  fip  boxes,  two  more  than  that  of  last  week;  but 
toree  Ips  than  that  for  the  same  week  last  season. 
Owing  to  the  sopcity  of  salmon,  prices,  we  understand 
pe  very  high,  the  average  being  2j.  3d.  per  lb.  On  the 
Gardenstown  past,  there  was  also  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  fishing.  The  fishermen  had  a  small  box 
almost  daily  to  send  to  the  markets.  In  the  beginning 
of  this  week  the  weather  was  as  droughty  looking  as  it 
has  been,  and  until  there  is  a  change,  it  is  fearid  the 
fishings  will  be  backward. — H.  W. 

Eden  (Pifeship).—  Owing  to  the  wmter  being  so  low 
and  clear  baskets  have  not  been  heavy,  but,  with  favour¬ 
able  cpditions,  a  good  angling  season  is  looked  for.  The 
anpal  meeting  of  the  Ramornie  Angling  Club  was  held 
at  Lady  bank  on  Saturday.  It  was  reported  that  the  fry 
put  a  few  years  ago  into  the  pond  at  Ramornie  had 
thriven  very  well,  and,  to  keep  up  a  full  stock  in  the 
Eden,  they  pe  to  be  put  in  shortly.  The  pond  is  then 
p  be  cleaned  and  made  ready  for  a  fresh  supply  of  ova, 
to  pep  up  and,  it  may  be,  improve  the  number  and 
quality  of  trout  mthis  favourite  stream.  There  is  to  be  no 
pmpetition  this  season,  and  the  available  funds  are  to 
be  spent  in  improvements,  as  one  of  the  chief  objects  of 
pe  club  IS  to  protect  the  interests  of  anglers,  as  well  as 
to  put  down  netting  and  other  illegal  methods  of  fishing 
Ip  entry  money  of  5s.  entitles  members  to  fish  in  the 
Dden  for  a  year,  the  annual  subscription  for  members 
after  being  23.  fid. — Iasgair. 

Port  Augupus,  N.B.-Angling  is  at  a  standstill, 
pnsequently  there  is  nothing  interesting  to  report 
Salmon  fry  are  now  seen  in  the  Caledonian  Canal  in 
thousands,  I  seldom  saw  so  many  as  I  did  last  Saturday 
We  haven  t  experienced  tbe  wintry  weather  here  which 
was  reported  to  prevail  all  over  the  North  of  Scotland 
In  fap  we  never  experienced  such  genial  weather  in  the 
months  of  March  and  April.  On  the  29th  March  the 
paded  maxima  was  61  degrees;  This  was  the  warmest 
py  in  March.  On  the  20th  April  it  was  70  degrees  in 
the  shade.  Rain  only  fell  on  five  days  during  March 
and  the  register  for  the  month  was  1-23  inches 
Hison. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— The  sport  which  I  have 
to  chronicle  on  this  river  during  the  past  week,  although 
np  equal  to  the  former,  is  wonderfully  good,  considering 
Me  state  of  wind,  weather,  and  water.  I  nmy  last  note 
I  stated  that  the  river  was  then  low  ;  but  it  may  now  be 
described  as  at  its  lowest  summer  level,  and  clear  as  a 
spring,  and  it  is  only  in  the  early  morning  or  late  at 
nipt  that  fish  will  look  at  a  fly.  Not  a  drop  of  rain  has 
fallen  here  for  several  weeks,  and  almost  on  all  days 


stpng  sunshine  and  calm  has  been  the  rule,  so  that 
salmon  angling  under  such  circumstances  is  not  pri- 
niising.  Still  the  large  numbers  of  salmon  on  the  river 
maps  it  almost  impossible  for  luck  not  to  attend  some 
pgler.  Trout  anglers  have  done  remarkably  well 
during  the  week,  several  getting  from  lOlb.  to  151b. 
pa  trout  now  getting  into  much  better  condition  daily, 
ilie  tip!  waters  are  literally  swarming  with  these. 
1  was  fashing  a  pool  the  other  day  above  the  bridge 
here,  and  the  fish  were  leaping  and  tumbling  abov.i; 
in  such  numbers,  that  the  idea  struck  me  that  there 
must  have  been  tons  of  them  in  that  pool,  and  yet  I 
only  supeeded  in  landing  eight  in  fair  condition,  a  go-.d 
many  others  I  returned  to  the  water.  I  have  heard  o" 
no  grilse  having  been  got  yet  anywhere,  but  I  suspect 
they  will  put  in  an  appearance  in  force  this  season 
much  socmer  than  last.  The  number  of  smolts  on  the:” 
way  to  the  sea  is  legion.  I  never  saw  them  so  early  n 
pich  numbers,  and  they  are  in  a  fine  healthy  condit'ox 
ihis  season  this  river  has  been  entirely  free  from  disease 
not  a  vepigeof  it  having  been  seen.  This  is  the  more 
prnM-kaW®  p  the  Deveron,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
f  inh,  mdeed,  the  one  river  as  it  were  looking  on  to  the 
ppr,  has  been  considerably  affected.  Even  the  salmon 
pits  are  strong  and  healthy,  so  much  so  that  a  green¬ 
horn  catching  one  would  think  he  had  a  prize.  They 
Me  now  about  all  gone  to  the  sea,  there  to  recruit  for 
the  netsmen  who  begin  operations  here  oa  May  1.  The 
pek  s  record  is  as  follows  On  Monday,  the  17th,  Mr. 
Trank  Sykes,  on  No.  6,  had  twosalmou;  on  No  5  M” 
pank  Hardcastle,  two,  91b.,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Wordie,  one’. 
On  Tuespy,  the  18^.  Mr.  Sykes  had  three  salmon  on 
No.  5  abop;  Mr.  Wordie,  one,  on  No.  2  above;  Mr. 
iVicrarlane  s  ro(i  landed  five  Siltnon,  averasrinff  101b. 
on  No.  1  above;  Mr.  W.  Radcliffe  had  three  IlUb  ’ 
pib  7ip.  On  Wepesday,  the  19th,  Mr.  Sykes,  one 
on  No  3  above  ;  Messrs.  Hargraves  and  Hardcastle 

M  n  101b.;  on  No.  2  above 

Mr  Campbell  had  two,  91b.  and  101b.  On  Thursday,  the 
pth,  Messrs.  Hargraves  and  Wardcastle  landed  five 
salmon  averaging  Hlb.  On  Friday,  the  21st,  Messrs. 
HMgraps  Mid  Hardcastle  lauded  four  salmon,  averaging 
101b.  On  Saturday,  the  22nd,  Mr.  W.  Radcliffe  had 
pree  salmon,  12ilb.,  81b.,6ilb.,  two  of  which  was  got 
vw  On  Monday,  the  21th,  Mr.  W  Rao- 

clifle,  on  3  above,  two  salmon,  91b.,  101b  •  on  No  - 
Rp.  G.  McMillan,  one  ;  on  No.  2  above,  Mr!  Loder.  one 
salmon,  lOJlb.  "Rain  is  much  wanted. — S.  C. 

Isla  and  Ericht  (Pertlisliire).— The  drougnt 
still  pntiaues,  the  days  being  more  like  July  thanApri 
with  touchp  of  frost  at  night.  The  streams  are  lower 
Man  they  have  been  within  memory,  and  clear  as  gin 
Last  week  the  water  moved  a  little,  but  it  is  now  lower 
than  eyp.  'With  such  untoward  circumstances,  sport  in 
general  has  been  far  short  of  what  it  should  be  at  this 
season,  anything  like  success  being  got  only  in  the 
evenings  and  early  mornings.  On  Saturday  Messrs 
Robertson  and  Ritchie,  Edinburgh,  on  the  Isla  had 
nineteen  brace  of  fine  trout,  on  Monday  twent’y-one 
brace,  and  on  Tuesday  twenty-one  brace,  all  in  splendid 
condition.  Mr.  A  Sadler,  Alytte,  fijlb.;  J.  Howie;  641b.  ■ 

”  Hackles  with  tinsel,  and  hare  lug’ 

and  Red  and  Black  Spiders,  are  the  favourite  flies." 

4‘®*-  Soutar,  James  Ogilvie,  Alex.  Richard 
ap  Mrs  Irvine,  had  very  fair  sport.  On  the  Ericht  on 
Wednesday  Mr.  C.  Ayling  had  three  trout,  weighing 
over  61b.  The  Blairgowrie  and  Rattray  Working  Men’s 
Angling  Club  have  made  arrangements  for  spiking  the 
Ericp,  to  prevent  illegal  netting  for  trout.  On  the 
Dee  tributary,  Messrs.  Alex.  Smith,  Charles  McKenzie 
Arnot  Blyth,  James  Piggot,  James  Grewar  and  Jas. 
Umiond  had  lair  sport  on  Saturday. — Iasgair 
Kyle  of  Sutprland  (Ardgay,  N.B.)-Next  to 
pthing  has  yet  been  done  with  the  rod.  The  netsmen 
have  alp,  so  far,  had  a  very  poor  season  of  it.  The  past 
wep,  however,  showed  a  slight  improvement  on  Mr. 
Anderpn  s  netting  stations  at  Scalp,  Rivermnuth,  and 
puth  Bonor  on  Mr.  S.mith’s  Invercharron  and  Crao'gat- 
dubh  fishing,  and  also  on  Messrs.  Powrie  and”  FJ.. 
caiMley^  Skibo  fishings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch 
'i.  ®'‘*tbose  fishings  combined,  it  is  estimated 
tpt  the  weight  of  salmon  consigned  to  Billingsgate  and 
other  markets  would  not  exceed  7cwt.  On  Monday 
Mpsrs.  Powrie’s  men  caught  a  seal  measuring  6ft.  long 
4tt  in  girth,  and  weighing  upwards  of  2001b,— McB. 

Awe.— Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  last  weak 
Mr.  Harris,  London,  had  a  salmon  of  lllb  ;  Mr.  Hugo 
Macdonald,  one  of  14Ib  ;  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Percy 
Harris  had  thirty-two  sea  trout  on  Friday  ;  and  on  th-* 
24th,  Mr.  Harris  had  a  splendid  fish  of  14lb. 

Lo^  Cleod.— On  Coll  Hotel  waters.  Dr.  Smith  and 
iiev.  H.  D.  Smith,  of  London,  are  having  fair  sport  on 
Loch  Cleod  and  the  Mill  Loch.  Weather  very  wa.rm 
and  light  — Mac. 

Loch  Katrine.— Fishing  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel 
cm  Tuesday,  25th,  Mr.  Mellor  had  sixteen  trout ;  Mr 
Doughty  and  friend  in  one  boat  had  forty-fivs  trout 
Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— Better  sport  continues 
to  06  ^ot  Ii6r6  tlid>n  on  most  of  tbo  otlisr  sdiglin^  Wcitsrs 
in  Scotland,  though  the  weather  is  most  unfavourable 
from  a  clear  sky  and  very  light  winds.  One  gratifyir." 
feature  in  the  sport  obtained  is  that  nearly  all  the  fisn 
have  been  taken  with  fly.  The  opening  competition  of 
the  season  was  held  by  the  Pollokshields  Club  on  Satui- 
day,  when  twenty-nine  trout,  25^lb.,  were  got  by  seven 
of  thenin®  competitors  out.  The  first  prize  fell  to  tbe 
rod  of  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  who  had  seven  itrout,  51b.  8oz  • 
pcond,  Mr.  P.  Pringle,  siz  trout,  51b.  3oz.  On  Mon¬ 
day  the  Glasgow  Wanderers  Club  competed,  when  fifteen 
Mmpetitors  weighed  a  total  of  sixty-two  trout,  61Jtb. 
Prize-takers  :  first,  Mr.  Graham,  six  trout,  81b.  ;  second 
Mr.  Prentice,  six  trout,  61b.  8oz.  ;  third,  Mr.  Campbell’ 
five  trout,  61b.  2oz.  Mr.  Graham  gained  the  svmep’ 
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for  the  heaviest  trout,  with  one  of  21b.  8Joz. 
The  Perthshire  Club  on  Tuesday  was  the  most 
successful.  Eleven  members  reported  a  total 
capture  of  fifty-seven  trout,  5.51b.  toz.  Three  of  the 
prizetakers  were  :  First,  Mr.  G.  Pople,  ten  trout, 
81b.  loz. ;  second,  Mr.  G.  Ritchie,  seven  trout,  71b.  12oz. ; 
third.  Mr.  .T.  Beattie,  eight  trout,  71b.  lljoz.  Amongst 
the  private  parties  out  during  the  week  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing  :  Mr.  Kelt  and  Mr.  J.  Dick,  nineteen  tront, 
201b.  toz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Ore,  Stewarton,  thirteen  trout, 
101b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Galloway,  Edinburgh,  twelve  trout, 
121b.  8oz. ;  Provost  Griffiths,  Falkirk,  fifteen  trout, 
181b.  ;  Bailie  Richmond,  Glasgow,  sixteen  trout,  161b.  ; 
Mr.  Russell,  Glasgow,  thirteen  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  and 
Master  Sivright,  North  Oueensferry,  eleven  trout,  101b.  ; 
Mr.  Nisbet,  London,  sixteen  trout,  181b.  Dr.  Brunton, 
London,  has  also  arrived  here  for  a  few  days  sport  on 
the  loch.  The  pike  spawning  season  is  now  over,  and 
the  stake  nets  have  been  removed.  The  season  has  been 
more  successful  than  last  year.  Perch  are  more  plentiful 
in  the  loch  than  they  have  been  for  a  number  of  years 
past. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Iiocli  Maree,  Ross-shire. — The  Rev.  A.  Harland 
caught  a  salmon  of  lOJlb.  the  other  day,  and  subse¬ 
quently  one  of  SJlb.,  on  the  River  Ewe.  The  river  is 
very  low  at  present. — T.  H. 

Loch  Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.l. — Mr.  John 
McPherson  continues  to  make  nice  baskets  of  well- 
conditioned  trout.  On  Friday  last  he  was  out  for  a  few 
hours  and  landed  fourteen,  which  averaged-  .Vlb.  each. 
Ele  also  made  a  fair  basket  on  Monday  this  week. — McB. 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire  (Eillia  Hotel).— On  the 
22nd  inst.,  Mr.  Kendrew,  one  salmon,  181b.  ;  26th,  Mr. 
Woodall,  one  salmon,  171b. — H.  Maiset. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  N.B  — The  river  has  for  some 
time  back  been  so  very  low  that  it  is  surprising  any  fish 
at  all  have  been  got,  especially  when  the  bright  sunshine 
prevailing  is  taken  into  account.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Gill, 
Syre  Lodge,  landed  a  12-pounder,  and  Mr.  Griffiths  three 
of  71b.,  81b.,  and  161b.  On  15th.  Mr.  Gill,  fishing  Beat 
No.  1,  caught  six  salmon,  ranging  from  61b.  to  101b.  On 
17th,  Colonel  Frier,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  an  81b.  salmon 
on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Gill,  one  of  91b.  on  No.  2 ;  and  Mr. 
Griffiths  two,  of  131b.  and  81b.,  on  No.  3.  On  the  18th 
Colonel  Frier  grassed  three  salmon,  91b.,  81b.,  and  71b. 
On  the  20th,  Mr.  J.  Earle,  Drax  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed 
two  of  13Jlb.  and  131b.  Several  anglers  have  arrived  at 
Skelpick  and  Syre  Lodges.  With  a  spate  good  sport 
might  be  looked  tor. — McB. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.) — Taking  the  drought  and 
bright  sunshine  into  account,  the  sport  obtained  by  the 
lessees  of  the  lower  beats  has  been  very  good.  Mrs. 
Farrer,  Mr.  FArrer,  Mr.  Lake,  and  Mr.  Jackson  have 
landed  a  number  of  salmon  running  up  to  211b.  since  the 
beginning  of  the  month.  A  spate  is  now  much  needed. — 
McB. 

South,  of  Scotland. — All  our  rivers  are  down  again 
to  below  their  summer  level.  The  slight  rise  in  the 
waters  with  the  rain  of  last  week  is  not  noticeable  now. 
Angling  is  still  being  ijrosecuted  for  yellow  trout,  but 
the  sport  is  miserable  everywhere  in  the  district.  In 
the  Solway  there  has  been  a  better  show  of  sea-trout  in 
the  nets,  but  the  spring  salmon  fishing  in  the  Firth  has 
been  wretchedly  poor— the  worst  for  thirty  years,  it  is  said. 
The  tributaries  of  the  chief  rivers  are  well  nigh  dried 
up,  I  hear,  and  nothing  has  been  done  for  some  time 
past. — The  Annan. — Sport  on  this  river  is  at  a  stand¬ 
still.  Beyond  the  landing  of  a  few  small  yellow  tront, 
there  has  practically  been  nothing  done  all  along  the 
river.  Last  week,  after  the  despatch  of  ray  weekly 
notes,  Mr.  John  Rae,  Bridge  Place,  landed  a  fine  new 
run  sea-tront  in  the  lower  tidal  reaches.  The  trout, 
which  weighed  fully  21b.,  was  caught  with  the 
brandling  worm ;  the  same  angler  having  landed 
three  other  sea  trout,  all  new-run  fish.  Friday  was  a 
good  day,  and,  with  a  south-west  wind,afew  nice  yellow 
tin  .trout  were  caught  in  the  tidal  waters.  Mr.  John 
Laurie,  inspector,  had  the  best  basket,  over  twenty  in 
all.  Mr.  McGiverin  had  a  few,  and  Mr.  Marr  a  brace, 
but  none  of  the  trout  weighed  up  to  .Ub.  In  the  Hoddom 
Castle  water  the  keepers  have  been  doing  nothing.  Mr. 
Charles  Inglis,  of  the  Commercial,  Ecclefechan,  has  been 
out  on  this  water  on  several  occasions,  and  he  has 
generally  had  about  half  a  dozen  yellow  trout,  some  up 
to  ilb.  each.  On  the  Murraythwaite,  Castlemilk, 
Dormont,  and  higher  waters  very  little  has  been  done. — 
The  Nith. — My  correspondents  report  that  nothing  has 
been  done  beyond  the  killing  of  a  few  small  brown  tront 
on  the  Duke's  water  near  Thornhill.  In  the  lower  waters 
anglers  have  been  fishing  eels  this  week  with  worm  bait, 
and  a  few  biv  ones  have  been  caught  I  hear. — The 
Galloway  Waters. — The  Kircudbrightshire  Dee, 
the  Galloway  Fleet  and  Urr,  are  below  their  summer 
level.  A  good  number  have  laid  past  their  rods  and  tackle 
until  a  flood  comes. —Ayrshire  Lochs. — The  dry 
weather  appears  not  to  interfere  with  the  sport  on 
the  Ayrshire  lochs.  During  the  past  week  several  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  heen  secured  on  Loch 
Doon,  with  fly,  when  the  conditions  were  favourable  for 
loch  fishing — viz.,  a  dull  day  with  a  westerly  breeze. 
Loch  Finlas  has  also  done  fairly  well  on  odd  days.  The 
trout  are  larger  on  the  latter  loch,  and  afford  fairly 
decent  sport  when  they  are  right  on  the  rise.  They  are 
game  fish  for  their  size,  and  fight  well  up  to  the  side  of 
the  boat.  The  river  reports  are  a  blank  everywhere  in 
the  Ayrshire  district. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— In  the  salmon  netting  on  the 
coast,  salmon  angling  on  the  Spey  is  proving  to  be  the 
worst  remembered  tor  very  many  years,  and  unless  the 
upper  waters— which  as  a  rule  fish  well  in  April  or 

M:.y— nrcve  prcductive  before  the  end  of  May,  the 


season  up  to  then  will  be  one  to  be  remembered  for  its 
miserable  sport.  The  river  has  been  so  low  for  such  a 
lengthened  period  that  it  is  a  sheer  impossibility 
almost  for  any  new  run  fish  to  pass  the  many 
miles  of  netting.  The  proprietors,  one  cannot  help 
thinking,  show  a  considerable  lack  of  enterprise 
in  taekling  this  matter  of  over-netting,  and  that  if 
they  had  taken  the  matter  in  hand  with  the  same 
amount  of  determination  as  they  did  to  prove 
their  rights  over  the  public  re  trout  fishing,  the  pro¬ 
bability  is  that  some  arrangement  would  have  been 
come  to  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  by  this  time. 
Under  prevailing  angling  conditions,  the  only  fish  that 
as  a  rule  get  past  the  nets,  other  than  when  the  nets  are 
off,  are  those  which  may  be  netted  along  with  a  lot  of 
kelts  while  sweeping  a  pool,  when  a  clean  one  may 
escape  at  such  a  time.  Along  the  valley  of  the  Spey 
rain  fell  heavily,  accompanied  on  Thursday  with 
thunder,  which  caused  the  w-ater  to  rise  a  foot 
or  two,  but,  from  reports  to  hand,  angling  has 
not  benefited  to  any  appreciable  extent  although 
vegetation  has  had  new  life  imparted  to  it.  The  rise  of 
water  was,  however,  sufficient  to  cause  a  considerable 
number  of  kelts  to  clear  out,  in  many  cases  where  they 
had  been  pool  bonnd.  Last  week  a  salmon  or  two  were 
killed  some  seventy  miles  up  the  river,  a  good  augury 
for  the  month  of  May  on  these  far  up  reaches.  On  the 
upper  section  of  the  Aberlour  House  water,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  Mr.  Judge  killed  one  of  161b. ;  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Craich,  gamekeeper,  Buchromb,  one  of  81b. ;  and  on 
Thursday,  Mr.  Charles  Moxton,  Edinburgh,  one  of 
7.)lb.  ;  while  on  the  same  day,  from  the  water  at  Ban- 
daleith,  Mr.  Thorn,  London,  had  one,  weighing  71b.  On 
Monday,  Mrs.  Grant,  of  Glengrant,  grassed  from  the 
Craigellachie  water,  a  beauty  of  141b.,  and  from  the 
Aikenway  water,  belonging  to  Mr.  Stewart-Menzies,  of 
Culdares,  Lord  Garach  landed  one  of  111b.,  and  on 
Tuesday  another  of  lljlb.  From  the  Kirdels  water,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burn,  Pitcroy  Lodge,  landed  a 
small  one  of  51b.,  and  on  Wednesday,  from  Laggan 
water.  Col.  Smith’s  fisherman  landed  one  of  71b.  Good 
baskets  of  trout  are  being  got  on  the  Lossie  with  the 
bait  in  the  mornings  and  evenings,  before  the  sunshine 
becomes  too  bright.  An  extraordinary  catch  of  sea 
trout  is  reported  from  Lossiemouth,  as  having  been 
caught  with  the  rod  there  on  this  day  week  by  Mr.  D. 
West,  an  artist,  staying  at  the  Station  Hotel.  The 
basket  contained  sixty-one  sea  tront,  weighing  on  an 
average  three-quarters  of  a  pound.  Such  a  thing  is  not 
improbable  when  a  shoal  of  these  are  crossing  the  bar 
and  making  for  fresh  water.  The  March  Brown  has 
now  put  in  an  appearance.  A  small  head  of  fish  seem 
to  have  got  past  the  nets  while  off  on  Sunday,  but  they 
refuse  to  rise  to  the  fly,  owing  to  the  water  being  so  low 
and  transparent.  The  water  is  as  low  as  ever  again, 
and,  although  clouds  are  hanging  about,  the  “  glass  ” 
shows  no  signs  of  a  rainfall,  so  that  prospects  at  present 
are  anything  but  bright. — J.  M. 

Tay  (Perth,). — The  river  has  got  so  low  that  angling 
is  almost  at  a  standstill,  and,  until  rain  comes,  little  or 
no  sport  will  be  got.  Last  week  the  Stobhall  waters 
yielded  four  fish,  and  Mr.  Bett  had  7ilb.  brown  trout  on 
the  Dalguise  water.— Tumhel  :  Mr.  McNaughton,  the 
keeper,  killed  a  fish  of  201b.  on  the  Bonshird  water  on 
Monday,  and  one  on  Wednesday  181b. 

Thurso  and  Lochmore  (Strathmore).— The  river 
and  loch  are  very  low  indeed,  and  the  sport  is  poor  with 
the  salmon,  so  that  anglers  are  taking  to  trout  fishing 
a  good  deal.  A  spate  is  looked  for  daily,  but  in  vain. 
The  ground  is  “iron  and  the  sky  brass.”  There  is 
great  need  for  a  spate.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
bay.— A.  H. 

Tweed  and  Teviot  (Eelso). — The  rain  that  fell 
last  week  did  little  or  no  good  in  any  respect,  so  far  as 
angling  prospects  were  concerned,  and  sport  on  Tweed 
and  Teviot  is  most  unsatisfactory  in  a  general  sense. 
The  rivers  are  getting  loss  daily,  if  such  can  be  the  case, 
and  Waltonians  are  not  in  the  best  of  humours — how 
can  they  r  There  has  only  been  one  good  da5-’8  rain  for 
six  weeks,  so  that  will  give  the  disciples  of  the  rod  and 
line  a  good  idea  of  what  the  rivers  are  like  for  angling. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  drawbacks  of  weather  and 
water,  a  few  nice  baskets  of  trout  are  being  got 
on  both  rivers,  while,  in  one  instance,  we  have  a 
gentleman  killing  601b.  of  trout  on  Tweed  in 
four  days.  The  Whitadder  also  seems  to  have 
yielded  good  sport  to  some  anglers.  On  the  whole, 
however,  sport  is  disappointing,  and  until  the  rivers 
have  a  good  scouring  and  cleansing  matters  will  not 
mend.  As  to  salmon  angling,  that  is  a  thing  of  the 
past,  and  must  remain  so  until  the  much  needed  and 
long  looked  for  flood  comes.  At  present  there  are  very 
few  fish  in  the  rivers,  and  what  are  in  are  more  or  less 
affected  with  Sajirolegnia  ferax.  The  best  takes  of  trout 
— got  on  the  Tweed,  as  a  general  rule — since  my  last 
have  been  baskets  of  from  31b.  up  to  5 Jib.  But  in  the 
Cornhill,  Twizel,  and  Norham  districts  Professor  Somer¬ 
ville  has  killed,  so  it  is  reported,  601b.  in  four  days, 
angling  with  fly,  the  March  Brown  being  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful.  His  heaviest  basket  for  one  day  was  a  good 
one,  231b.  On  the  Teviot  takes  range  from  about  21b. 
up  to  61b.,  the  average  being  about  3Jlb.  ;  occasionally, 
however,  an  extra  heavy  dish  is  got,  but  these  are  the  rare 
exceptions.  The  weather  is  dry,  mild,  and  bright- 
more  like  June  than  April — and  with  no  appearance  of 
rain. — Max  wheel. 

Whitadder  (Bllemford). — River  low.  Fly-fishing 
good  from  8.30  a.m.  till  about  1  p.m.  Plenty  of  creeper 
in  the  river.  A  few  May  flies  have  been  seen  on  the 
warm  days.  During  the  past  week  (April  17  to  22),  Mr. 
Stead  has  caught  the  following  :  Monday,  70  ;  Tuesday, 
73;  Wednesday,  33:  Thursday,  81;  Friday,  22;  Satur¬ 


day,  49,  making  a  great  total  of  358  trout  for  the  six 
days.  All  but  about  50  (which  were  caught  with  the 
creeper)  having  been  taken  with  the  fly.  The  total 
weight  of  the  fish  was  just  on  701b.  Mr.  G.  Sayer,  of 
Oxford,  caught  on  Tuesday  51b.,  on  Thursday  41b.,  and 
on  Saturday  41b,  If  the  present  weather  continues,  the 
May-fly  will  be  on  the  water  quite  three  weeks  earlier 
than  usual. — R.  J.  Fenton, 

Ythan.  —  Sport  with  whitling  in  the  Ythan  is 
brighter  than  ever.  Fish  are  plentiful,  many  of  them 
over  11b.  in  weight,  although  the  average  is  nearer  Jib. 
The  record  basket  of  the  season  of  271b.,  made  by 
Professor  Dove  Wilson  the  other  day,  was  eclipsed  on 
Friday  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Douglas,  Yorkshire  (son  of  Bishop 
Douglas,  Aberdeen),  who  landed  forty-nine  fish  scaling 
321b.  In  four  days  fishing,  including  above  basket,  he 
had  121  trout  weighing  821b.  Among  others  fishing 
from  the  Udny  Arms  Hotel,  who  have  been  eminently 
successful,  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  Duguid  McComine, 
of  Lynturk,  Mr.  Loelel,  and  others. — K.  O.  U. 

Irish  Reports. 

Balliuderry. — The  water  is  in  fair  form,  but  the 
weather  is  very  unfavourable,  being  very  bright,  with 
north-easterly  winds  and  frosty  nights.  During  the 
past  week  light  baskets  of  trout  were  killed  by  Mr.  R. 
Campbell,  Mr.  J.  Smythe,  Joe  Marshall,  Willie  Craw¬ 
ford,  and  others,  on  the  Ardstrea  section,  and  a  few  tront 
were  killed  by  local  men  on  the  lower  waters. 

Baun  (Toome  Bridge).— Despite  my  auspicious 
forecast  for  this  week  sport  was  not  so  good  as  I  antici¬ 
pated.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  very  bright,  cloudless 
weather,  north-east  winds,  and  frosty  nights.  The 
water  is  rather  clear.  I  have  some  dozen  baskets  of 
trout  to  hand,  killed  on  various  parts  of  the  river,  but 
none  above  a  brace,  so  I  need  not  trouble  with  details 
— J.  A.  B. 

Blackvrater  (Co.  Tyrone).— Sport  would  be  prime 
were  it  not  for  the  glaringly  bright  weather.  The  water 
is  in  very  good  order.  Last  Thursday  Mr.  Skelton  killed 
five  trout,  51b.,  and  lost  several  heavy  ones.  Mr.  Wm. 
Douglas  killed  eight,  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  nine.  On 
Friday  the  hest  fish  of  the  week  was  bagged  by  Mr. 
John  Mills  (it  weighed  21b.),  and  killed  six  smaller  fish. 
Plenty  of  rain  would  do  good  just  now. 

Bundrowes. — The  river  is  so  low  at  present  that 
fishing  there  with  any  hope  of  success  is  a  sheer  waste 
of  time. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Eerry).— 

Sport  continues  poor.  A  few  salmon  have  been  had  by 
Major  Cresswell  and  Mr.  Mason.  Tront  fishing  has  been 
below  the  average.  Weather  fine,  but  too  bright  for 
angling. — Thos.  J.  Denneht. 

Lough  Melvin. — Owing  to  the  unfavourable  weather 
si^ort  on  Melvin  was  not  up  to  the  average.  However, 
a  few  fish  were  taken  by  General  Dickens,  two,  I2Jlb. 
111b.,  and  some  trout  (Salmo  ferox),  amongst  them  one 
of  12Jlb. ;  Col.  Wilson  one  salmon  81b.,  Mr.  E.  G. 
Bowden  one  of  81b.,  Capt.  Sclater  one  of  151b.,  Mr.  T. 
Johnson  one  of  91b.,  Mr.  H.  Liuch  one  of  lljlb.,  Mr.  G. 
Rogan  one  of  121b. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  N  eagh. — Since  my  last  report  there  is  a  further 
reported  improvement  in  trout  netting,  some  heavy  fish — 
10-pounders — having  been  taken  by  the  fishers  on  the 
Tyrone  shores.  Pollen  netting  is  much  about  the 
average.  Last  Monday  I  saw  a  very  nice  bream,  which 
had  been  netted  at  Araboe  Point.  It  weighed  fi^lb. 
The  mouths  of  the  rivers  entering  the  lough  give 
splendid  coarse  fishing  in  the  months  of  June  and  Julv. 
— J.A.  B. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone).  —  There  has  been  a  decided  improvement 
in  sport  since  last  report.  The  21st  Mr.  Witherow, 
stopping  at  the  Abercorn  Arms,  killed  61b.  trout,  and 
the  tollowing  day  Mr.  Walworth,  Capt.  Marshland,  Mr. 
Jillybrand,  and  Mr.  Turner,  all  licglish  anglers,  arrived 
at  the  Abercorn  Arras,  and,  after  luncheon,  went  out 
and  had  light  bags  of  trout.  Same  day  Mr.  Witherow, 
among  others,  killed  a  21b.  trout,  and  the  following  day 
he  killed  a  nice  basket,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed 
111b.  On  the  23rd  Mr  Witherow  and  Mr.  Fulton  bagged 
6l'b  trout,  heaviest  IJlb.  (Mr.  Fulton’s  heaviest  l.jlb.), 
and  the  following  Monday  the  former  angler  killed  a 
prime  31b.  trout. 

Moy  and  Lakes  Ballina. — Since  last  report  sport 
has  not  improved,  owing  to  March  north  winds  and 
biught  sunshine.  We  want  rain  badly  to  raise  the  river 
and  loughs,  as  they  are  down  to  a  very  low  level.  On 
the  21st  Capt.  Jones  had  two  nice  trout,  weighing  71b. 
and  3 Jib.  ;  24th.  the  same  gentleman  had  two  salmon, 
weighing  121b.,  91b.,  and  six  trout  weighing  61b.  Trout 
fishers  are  doing  fairly  well  considering  the  weather, 
and  some  nice  baskets  of  fish  are  brought  in  daily. — 
Frank  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Lake 
trout-fishers  will  be  surprised  and  interested  to  learn 
that  during  the  past  week  several  fully  matured  green 
drake  have  been  seen  on  Lough  Derg,  a  thing  never 
before  heard  of  on  the  Shannon  so  early  in  the  season. 
But  then  the  weather  has  been  burning  hot,  which  will 
account  for  the  early  appearance  of  the  bonnie  fly.  For 
the  remainder  of  the  present  week  and  next  week,  I 
will  closely  watch  events  as  they  occur,  lest,  with  a 
change  to  rain,  a  full  “  rise  ”  might  take  place.  In  any 
case,  we  are  sure  to  have  an  early  season  on  the  lake, 
but  as  I  promised  last  week,  I  will  keep  you  well  in¬ 
formed  on  the  matter.  Considering  the  long  drought, 
the  river  here  at  Killaloe  has  kept  up  amazingly  well ; 
it  is  in  splendid  fishing  ferm  this  week,  but  of  course 
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SEVERN  BOARD  OP  CONSERVATORS 

Setern®rj^^®  of  Conservators  of  the 

welk  Thursday  in  last 

Ihe  Chairman  presented  the  financial  statement. 


which  showed  that  the  quarter  commenced  with  a 
balance  in  hand  of  ^8153  123.  The  income  had  amounted 
to  Ad.ll  1/s.,  as  compared  with  .^376  lls.  9d.  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year  ;  and  after  the  ex- 
penditure  there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  .£210  83.  lid. 
ihe  Chairman  said  there  was  no  written  report  from  the 
Executive  Committee,  but  he  had  been  deputed  to  state 
^at  a  question  had  arisen  as  to  the  inclusion  of  the 
River  Avon  within  the  conservators’  district,  and 
several  angling  associations  had  memorialised  them  in 
the  matter.  They  had  sent  representations  to  Mr. 
otallard  (the  clerk),  and  the  committee  had  decided  to 
recommend  that  Mr.  Stallard  should  request  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  angling  societies  to  bring  their  evidence  and 
meet  him  some  day  in  Birmingham  in  order  that  he 
might  draft  out  the  case  alleged  on  their  behalf  to  be 
presented  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  board.  There  was 
opposition  to  this  proposal  both  on  the  part  of  private 
individuals  and  the  Warwickshire  County  Council,  but 
until  Mr.  Stallard  had  met  the  representatives  of  the 
societies  it  was  not  easy  to  bring  the  subject  definitely 
under  the  notice  of  the  board. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

A  report  from  the  sub-committee  of  the  Shropshire 
district  was  submitted.  In  it  reference  was  made  to 
the  very  inefficient  manner  in  which  the  river  in  that 
district  was  overlooked,  consequent  upon  the  insufficient 
number  of  water  bailiffs,  and  to  the  desirability  of 
increasing  the  staff  of  bailiffs.  The  committee  recom 
mended  for  the  better  protection  of  the  river  between 
Ironbridge  and  the  month  of  the  Verniew  that  another 
water  bailiff  be  appointed. 

A  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  amount  of  salary  to 
be  paid  to  the  bailiff,  and  the  Chairman  explained  that 
tne  present  bailiffs  received  16s.  and  I83.  a  week 
The  report  was  agreed  to,  but  it  was  explained  that 
at  present  there  were  no  funds  to  pay  a  fresh  bailiff 
Mr.  Aibey  gave  notice  that  he  would  move  at  the 
next  meeting  that  the  salary  paid  to  the  bailiffs  be  not 
less  than  203.  weekly. 

The  superintendent’s  report,  which  was  adopted,  gave 
particulars  as  to  the  character  of  fish  obtained  from  the 
river,  and  explained  that  the  prospect  for  the  comine- 
season  was  satisfactory. 

The  discussion  was  continued  on  the  following 
resolution,  adjourned  from  the  last  meeting:  “That 
the  licence  duty  leviable  on  rods  and  lines  used  for 
fishing  for  trout  in  the  Severn  Fishery  District  be 
varied,  and  that  the  amount  of  licence  duty  for  each 
and  every  rod  and  line  for  fishing  for  trout  to  be  used 
in  such  part  of  the  district  as  lies  within  the  counties 
of  Salop,  Montgomery,  and  Denbigh  shall  be  the  sum 
ot  2s.,  and  to  be  used  in  the  remainder  of  the  district 
the  sum  of  Is.’’ 


Mr.  Ford  (Newtown)  said  the  matter  had  not  been 
before  the  conservators  of  Montgomery,  Shropshire, 
and  Denbighshire  for  consideration,  and  his  opinion 
was  that  they  should  express  an  official  opinion  upon  it 
before  the  board  decided  the  question.  He  moved  that 
the  subject  be  referred  to  the  conservators  of  the 
counties  mentioned. 

Mr.  Elivell  seconded. 

Mr.  Beck  (Welshpool)  considered  if  to  be  undesirable 
to  after  the  e.xisting  price  of  the  licences.  If  the  board 
Tf  iif°’  would  make  themselves  very  unpopular, 
if  they  wanted  more  money  they  should  double  the 
price  of  licences  for  the  salmon  rods. 

Other  members  of  the  board  spoke  against  the 
proposed  increase,  and  ultimately  Mr.  Ford’s  amend- 
ment  was  carried. 

Attention  was  called  to  tbe  pollution  of  the  Severn  by 
sewage  at  Shrewsbury.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion 
the  representatives  of  Shrewsbury  complained  that  the 

exaggerated,  and  stattd 
that  the  Corporation  was  doing  its  best  under  great 
difficulties,  due  partly  to  the  level  nature  of  the 
eoButry.  Ultimately  a  modified  resolution  was  passed, 

That  the  continuous  discharge  into  the  Severn  of  raw 
sewage  and  other  pollutions  ought  to  be  stopped.” 

This  concluded  the  business. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
I  applied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
i  Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

H.  H.  Leigh,  of  130,  Milnrow-road,  Rochdale,  for  an 
improved  fishing  reel. 

H.  Peel,  of  St.  G-eorge’s-road,  Redditch,  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  artificial  spinning  baits  known  as  the 
phantom  minnow  for  fishing  purposes. 


Imperial  Silver  Cup  Competition. — The  prizes  re 
the  recent  Silver  Challenge  Cup,  &c..  instituted  by  Mr. 
George  Reeves,  viz..  Silver  Cup  (Mr.  John  Osborne, 
Mildmay  Angling  Society),  and  roach  pole  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Biggs,  Funny  Folks),  are  now  on  view  at  the  club-house 
of  the  City  Piscatorials,  “Coffee  Pot  "Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newg’ate-street,  E.C.,  where  they  will  be  presented 
on  Monday,  May  8,  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  of  tie  Pisca¬ 
torial  Society.— John  Smith,  hon.  sec.  to  the  com¬ 
mittee. 


Casse//  &  Company  s  A^nnovincements. 

THE  CHICAGO  EXHIBITION. 

_  _  _  Parts  I.  and  II.,  Price  1...  each,  of  the  Popular  Edition  of 

ap:  ...  picturesque  AMERICA. 

“r:  iTf  ■  '“r'"  o'  •-  ""“o- 

“In  view  of  the  immense  amount  of  St  hi  ff  n  Thousand  OrUjinal  En,, ravines. 

are  issuing  in  monthly  parts  a  new  edition  of  theiJ  Tplltdid  w^tk"-  PICTUrIsQUE^^^^  great  Worl.Vs  Fair  at  Chicago,  Messrs.  Cassell  &  Co. 

steel  engravings  being  all  full-page  are  extremely  intLesti-ng  as  re’gards  sMeSion  and  etfcnt^^l  ^eautifu  ly  printed  in  large,  bold  type  ;  and  the  illustrations  -the 

are  made  from  original  drawings,  specially  made  for  the  first^editiol  of  the  S"  Thl^I^a^ ftd 

A  Just  commenced,  in  Monthly  Parts,  price  7d 

AC,  CASSELL’S  POPULAR  GARDENING. 

Compielieiisive  Piactical  Guide  to  the  Successful  Cultivation  nf  Plnw/Ai-a  TT'.-.nit  o.,u  xr....„4.„t,i Writtp  B  T  d’  ah  -h 

\5  ritteu  by  Leading  Authorities,  and 


ENTIRELY  NEW.' EDITION. 

TTO-D  C-I?  1-  Pub]i.shing,  in  Monthly  Parts,  price  1,1 

im  Rdare  byjWs  SI^NtU^MR  Thoroughly  revised  and  brought 

^  ^  Horses  of  tbj Day,  spP^^II;'oI“e^riortbl;  E^litl"!,  aril 

,  ,.p,eHHt  Complete  Edition,  with  Coloured  Platen,  can  still  be  obtained  in  One  m ame,'^rlotl, ,  • 

or  half-morocco,  £2  5s.  >  “  ■ 

A  NEW  AND  REVISED  EDITION. 

Cloth,  price  ;U.i.  ad. ;  or  half-morocco,  £‘2  2s. 

POULTRY,  The  Illustrated  Book  of.  By  lewis  weight.  With  Fifty 

Coloured  Portraits  of  Prize  Birds,  painted  from  Life,  and  numerous  Wood  Engravings.  ^ 

.  '■o'X'edes  it  to  be  unapproachable.’-Aete  Vort  PouUrij Bulletin. 

.  A  lopular  Edition  of  ^^'^^Sht's  Book  of  Poultry  {onabridcjed).  loilh  Wood  EnuraHr.gs,  is  issued 

(■'omplete  171,  One  VoL,  price  lOs.  iSd.  ‘'Hcg, 

New  and  Revised  Edition  now  pul.lishi'ng,  in  Monthly  Parts,  6d. 

•non  rri.  y°“P'ete  in  One  Volume,  demy  4to,  cloth,  Z5s. ;  half-mcrocco,  £2  5s. 

The  Illustrated  Book  of.  By  vero  shaw  b  a  with  Fee  eim.-a 

of^’eveE^  k°own  BreyErCgfwhluL"^^^^^^^  fudged.””^  description 

Complete  in  One  Volume,  demy  4to,  cloth,  SU.  (Id. ;  half-moroceo,  £2  2s. 

Illustrated  Book  of.  By  Robert  fulton  assisted  hv 

FRtyTflir'cHEu'rerPIates,  «  M^Tw^’iDBuiW 

ii-ith  numerous  Engravings  on  Wood  ^  LUDLOW  expressly  for  this  Work,  and 


the  Successful  Cultivation  of  Flowers,  Fruit,  and  Vegetables 
Edited  by  D.  T.  FISH. 

“  A  veritable  encyclop.x'dia  of  gardening  knowledge.”— Gcrdenei-'s  Chrnuicle. 


halt-morocco,  4.5s. 


Comiilete  in  One  Handsome  Volume,  demy  4to,  price  3.3s. 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  BOOK  OF 

CANARIES  AND  CAGE-BIRDS,  British  and  Foreign.  By  w.  A. 

BLAKSTON,  \\'.  SW.VYSLAND,  and  AUOU.ST  F.  XVIENER.  F.Z.S.  AVith  Fifty-six  E.x.iuisito 
EngiXJigs?”  Paintings  made  e.xpressly  for  the  Work,  and  numerous  Woo.l 

.Vf w  Serial  Issue  non-  publishing  in  Monthly  Parts.  (Id. 

NEW  AND  CHEAPER  EDITION. 

Price  post  free,  fs.  2d. 

THE  PRACTICAL  KENNEL  GUIDE.  With  Plain  Instructions  how  to  Rear 

and  Breed  Dogs  for  Pleasure,  Show,  and  Prollt.  By  IIORDON  STABLES,  R.N.  With  lllustrationK. 

PUFTY-EIGHT^THOUSAND,  Revised,  with  EIGHT  COLOURED  PLATES. 

Cloth,  Sa’.  lid. :  post  free,  tJ.«.  lOrf. 

POULTRY  KEEPER.  A  Complete  and  Standard  Guide 

WBIGOT"‘'wRrillustraS.’  Exhibition.  By  L 

Cloth  gilt,  8s.  (id. :  post  free,  3,i.  lOd. 

keeper.  By  CUNICULUS,  assisted  by 

Eminent  Fanciers.  With  numerous  Illustrations.  ^ 


Cloth  gilt,  35.  6d. ;  post  free.  3.«.  I0</. 

PIGEON  KEEPER.  By  LEWIS  WRIGHT.  With 


THE  PRACTICAL 

numerous  Illustrations. 

SEVENTH  'AND  CHEAP  EDITION. 

—TTTI  2s.  6d. ;  post  free,  L'.-.-.  fld. 

THE  DOG.  By  “  IDSTONE.”  With  Simple  Directions  for  his  'Preatment  and 
notices  of  the  Best  Dogs  of  the  Day,  and  their  Breeders  or  Exhibitors.  ’ 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE  [April  29,  1893 


HERTFORD  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Hertford  Angling  Pre- 
s-irvation  Society  was  held  at  the  Station  Hotel  on 
Thursday,  the  20th  inat.  Mr.  R.  Brett  occupied  the 
chair. 

The  Chaibman  called  upon  the  hon.  secretary  to  read 
the  report  and  balance-sheet  for  the  year  ending 
ilarch  31.  The  report  was  as  follows  : 

-’n  presenting  the  fifth  annual  report,  the  committee 
are  pleased  to  call  attention  to  the  continued  success  of 
the  society,  which  now  numbers  over  100  members  (79 
honorary  and  22  active).  It  is  with  regret  the  committee 
have  to  report  a  loss  of  two  active  members  by  death  and 
SIX  by  removals. 

A  quantity  of  yearlings,  including  some  rainbow  trout, 
ware  turned  into  the  waters  last  spring,  and  a  similar 
consignment  will  be  added  this  season.  Those  previously 
turned  in  can  now  be  seen  well  distributed  and  thriving. 
The  committee  would  take  this  opportunity  of  impressing 
upon  all  members  to  strictly  adhere  to  the  rules  as  to 
season  and  size,  and  to  use  every  endeavour  to  guard  the 
society’s  rights,  by  vigilantly  watching  and  reporting 
irregularities. 

A  case  of  fine  grayling  (SJlb.  and  2^1b.)  has  during  the 
the  past  season  been  added  to  the  property  of  the  society, 
these  fish  being  taken  out  of  its  water. 

The  agreement  by  which  the  society  holds  the  water 
from  the  Corporation  has  been  renewed  for  twenty-one 
years. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  usual  gratuity 
be  presented  to  the  hon.  secretary  as  a  slight  recog- 
aition  of  his  energetic  attention  to  the  work  of  the 
society. 

The  committee  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  a 
present  of  a  number  of  fine  grayling  from  W.  R.  Baker, 
Esq.,  of  Bayfordbury,  which  were  safely  turned  into  the 
society’s  water. 

In  conclusion,  as  the  committee  are  desirous  of  making 
the  .'cciety’s  waters  all  that  an  angler  could  wish,  they 
solicit  the  co-operation  of  such  anglers,  either  as 
honorary  members,  active  members,  subscribers,  or  by 
strictly  conforming  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Lea  Association,  in  order  that  the  sport  they  enjoy  may 
he  both  protected  and  preserved. 

With  regard  to  the  financial  position  of  the  society, 
rhe  receipts  during  the  year  amounted  to  ^638,  and  the 
eutlay  was  .£31  l.'is.  2d.,  thus  leaving  a  balance  to  the 
good  of ’.£6  4s.  lOd.  as  compared  with  £3  IVs.  Cd.  last 
year.  The  report  and  balance-sheet  were  adopted,  on 
the  motion  of  the  chairman  and  Mr.  Rose. 


Mr.  Waller,  referring  to  the  small  gratuity  of  £1  Is. 
yearly  granted  to  the  secretary,  said  that  gentleman’s 
work  had  much  increased,  not  only  with  regard  to  the 
writing,  but  also  to  the  collection  of  the  accounts,  and 
he  had  had  to  give  several  days  to  get  them  in.  He  had 
done  this  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  and  he  (Mr. 
Waller)  therefore  proposed  that  the  secretary’s  hono¬ 
rarium  should  be  increased  to  two  guineas. 

Capt.  Medd  seconded,  and  the  proposition  was  carried 
unanimously. 

The  election  of  officers  was  then  proceeded  with,  and 
in  proposing  the  re-appointment  of  Mr.  Brett  as  presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  Waller  made  allusion  to  the  energy  shown  by 
him  on  behalf  of  the  society.  A  good  many  honorary 
members  had  joined  the  society  exclusively  through  Mr. 
Brett’s  influence. 

In  acknowledging  the  compliment  the  Chairman  ad¬ 
dressed  some  practical  observations  on  angling  to  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Flack  proposed  the  re-election  of  the  following 
gentlemen  as  the  officers  and  committee  of  the  society  : — 
Mr.  W.  Waller,  vice-president ;  Mr.  J.  Fairall,  hon. 
treasurer  ;  Mr.  W.  Claydon,  hon.  secretary.  Committee  ; 
The  Mayor,  Capt.  Medd,  Sergt.  Higdbn,  Messrs.  W.  G. 
Garrett,  J.  Tekell,  J.  W.  Harrington,  R.  Claydon,  C.  P. 
Claydon,  T.  Bulmer,  H.  Bulmer,  G.  Thurgood,  J. 
Wheeler,  and  O.  E.  Rose. 

Mr.  Clifton  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  W.  Elliott  proposed,  and  Mr.  Gray  seconded, 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  and  Officers,  which 
was  also  carried  unanimously. 

A  similar  vote  was  passed  to  Messrs.  J.  Flack 
and  W.  A.  Clifton,  who  had  audited  the  accounts  gra¬ 
tuitously. 

The  meeting  then  considered  the  revision  of  the  rules, 
which  were  altered  in  a  few  instances,  and  other  matters 
of  interest  to  the  members  having  been  discussed,  the 
proceedings  concluded  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Brett  for  presiding. 


HoHoway's  PiUs.— Cure  for  Indigestion. — Indigestion,  with  tor¬ 
pidity  of  the  liver,  is  the  curse  of  thou-sands,  who  spend  each  day 
with  accumulated  sufferings,  all  of  which  may  he  avoided  hy 
taking  Holloway’s  Pills  according  to  their  accompanying  direc¬ 
tions.  They  strengthen  and  invigorate  every  organ  subservient 
to  digestion.  Their  action  is  purifying,  healing,  and  strengthen¬ 
ing.  They  may  he  safely  taken  without  interfering  with  ordinary 
pursuits,  or  requiring  much  restriction  in  diet.  They  quickly  re¬ 
move  ijoise  and  giddiness  in  the  head,  and  dispel  low  spirits  and 
nervous  fears,  These  balsamic  Pills  work  the  cure  without 
debilitaling  or  exhausting  the  system ;  on  the  contrary,  they  con¬ 
serve  and  support  the  vital  principle  by  substituting  pure  for  im¬ 
pure  blood. 


A  Big  Trout  at  Matlock  Bath.— Mr.  William 
King,  of  Matlock,  has  been  responsible  for  the  greatest 
number  of  abnormally  large  trout  taken  by  any  indivi¬ 
dual  angler  in  the  Matlock  waters,  and  he  has  now  added 
another  to  the  list.  This  was  caught  by  Mr.  King,  as 
usual,  with  rod  and  line,  from  his  verandah,  which  is 
10ft.  above  the  level  of  the  Derwent,  making  the  safe 
landing  of  any  fish  very  difficult.  The  trout  measured 
two  feet  in  length,  and  was  proportionately  well  fed  and 
developed.  It  has  been  sent  to  London  for  preserva¬ 
tion. — Manchester  Evening  News. 

Fifth  Rye  House  Competition. — The  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  as  advertised,  all  prizes  coming  to 
hand  but  one,  the  donor  of  which  will  kindly  forward 
the  same  to  me  as  the  winner  lives  in  my  neighbourhood. 
Donors  of  prizes  please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  hand¬ 
some  gifts  that  were  sent  in.  After  some  exeellent 
harmony  rendered  by  Messrs.  W.  Midson,  F.  Thorling, 
S.  Malby.  Stretch,  and  others,  the  prizes  were  distri¬ 
buted,  every  winner  being  satisfied  with  the  prize  pre¬ 
sented.  Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  from  Stoke  Newington  of  5s. :  Brothers 
Well  Met,  53.  ;  Walworth  Waltonians,  lOs. ;  North  Lon¬ 
don,  Is. :  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Is.  ;  Bostonians,  3s. ; 
Junior  Fly-fishers’,  11s.  In  my  report  last  week,  the 
7s.  credited  to  the  Bostonians  should  have  been  to 
Mr.  Clark. — S.  Malby,  sec. 

Capture  of  Two  Notorious  Old  Poachers. — As 
explained  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  recently,  the  days  of 
poachers  in  the  rivers  round  Llanymynech  are  now 
numbered,  and,  by  a  very  strange  coincidence,  two  cele¬ 
brated  characters  were  captured  on  Tuesday  last — one 
in  the  Vyrnwy  and  the  other  in  the  Tanat.  In  the 
Vyrnwy,  near  Llansantffraid  Bridge,  Mr.  Corbett,  a 
Cheshire  gentleman,  captured  with  a  live  bait  a  grand 
old  pike,  38iin.  long,  and  which,  had  it  been  in  good 
condition,  would  have  scaled  about  251b.,  but  which  was 
only  lljlb.  On  that  same  day  in  the  Tanat  below  Rhydd 
Meredith  Bridge,  near  Llanyblodwell,  Mr.  E.  Buckley, 
with  his  otter  hounds,  after  a  grand  chase  of  nearly  two 
hours,  fairly  brought  to  hand  a  grand  old  dog  otter,  251b. 
weight,  and,  apparently,  a  very  old  offender,  as  his  teeth 
were  much  worn,  but  he  died  very  game,  after  an  exhi¬ 
bition  of  the  fascinating  science  of  hunting  the  otter  ” 
seldom  or  ever  witnessed. 


May  Number  Now  Ready;  Price  Is. 


JAMES  OGDEN, 

28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  Description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 
MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  TROUT  RODS. 

JAMES  OGDEN'S  CELEBRATED  MULTDffl-IN-PARVO  FLY  RODS,  £1  is. 


Every  description  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Plies  Dressed  on  the  Premises,  and  despatched  per  return  of  post. 


N.B.— No  Connection  with  any  other  Persons  assuming  the 

same  Name. 


Now  Ready,  sent  carriage  paid  to  any  address  in  the  United  Kingdom,  for  Fifteen  Shillings, 

H  POBTFOLIO  OF  PEIIIIANEIIT  REPRODUCTIONS  OF  TEN  FISH  PICTOOES, 

From  Paintings  by  the  late  celebrated  Fish  Painter, 

EC.  L.  H-OX-E-El. 


Plate  I.— THE  GAME  FISH  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

II.-KEY  TO  DITTO. 

.,  III.-IN  A  FIX. 


contents ! 

Plate  IV.— NOT  CAUGHT  YET. 

„  V.— THREATENED  WAR. 

„  VI.— HOMEWARD  BOUND. 
Vn.-FOUL  PLAY. 


Plate  VIII.-THE  ANGLER’S  REST. 

„  IX.— THE  FIRST  LESSON. 

X.— A  LEAP  FOR  LIBERTY. 
XI.-THB  POACHER. 


“  A  charming  addition  to  the  Angler’s  Library  and  the  Club  Room.” — Fishing  Gassette. 

"  The  reproductions,  simply  framed,  make  an  excellent  set  of  wall  fruit  for  a  country  house.  Smoking-room,  or  angler’s  private  den.”— The  Field 
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-  NOTICE.  - 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  ever  Saturday, 
and^  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News¬ 
agents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary.  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &o., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Maeston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 


Vepms  oC  Sal>sox*ftp4;ion. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  .  10s.  6d. 

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  Ss.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  28.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage .  128.  6d. 


Advex>tlEiementci« 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.— ”  BIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


—  mt  — 

SATURDAY,  MAY  6th,  1893. 


HAMPSHIRE  TROUT. 


A  SEPARATE  PLATE  ENGRAVING  OF 
HAMPSHIRE  TROUT  WILL  BE  GIVEN 
NEXT  WEEK. 

Tins  month  of  May,  being  one  of  the  best  in 
the  trout  season,  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
giving  nest  week  a  charming  photo-engraving  of 
Hampshire  Troi't,  after  a  drawing  by  A.  W. 
Cooper,  Eiq.,  of  the  Fly-fishers’  Club,  who  was 
one  of  the  late  Francis  Francis’s  angling  friends, 
and  illustrated  one  or  two  of  his  works.  We 
venture  to  say  that  most  of  our  readers  will 
think  this  piciure  worth  a  frame  and  a  place  in 
the  “  Angler’s  Den.” 


Four  Hundred  Rare  Angling  Books. — By  far 
the  largest  and  most  important  colltciion  of  old 
angling  books  for  sale  that  we  have  seen  for  some 
time  is  described  and  priced  in  the  catalogue  of 
Messrs.  Pickering  and  Chatto,  66,  Haymarket, 
London.  It  includes  a  perfect  copy  of  the  first 
edition  of  Walton’s  “Angler”  (price  £235),  and 
many  other  most  rare  and  interesting  books. 
All  collectors  should  write  for  a  copy  of  this 
c  italogue. 


SCOTCH  ANGLING. 
OBSERVATIONS  AND  HINTS. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


The  time  has  now  arrived  which  is  reckoned  to 
be  in  an  alt  round  sense  the  dead  early  period  of 
the  year  for  salmon  angling  in  Scotland.  This  is 
exemplified  this  year  in  a  more  striking  manner 
than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time;  and  to  the 
drought,  which  has  been  quite  phenomenal  both 
in  its  intensity  and  its  severity,  it  is  most  largely 
duo.  Already  all  the  really  early  salmon  rivers 
have  as  usual  yielded  their  best  sport  to  the  rod. 
The  semi-early  rivers,  most  likely,  have  done 
the  same ;  and  now  with  their  usual  time  for 
angling  fairly  commenced,  the  latest  order  of 
spring  rivers  are,  contrary  to  experience,  doing 
very  miserably  indeed.  It  is  seen,  therefore, 
that  angling  for  salmon  cannot  be  said,  in  an  all 
round  sense,  to  he  for  the  present  time  of  even 
a  fairly  encouraging  nature,  to  judge  from  the 
experiences  of  more  recent  years. 

As  I  have  indicated,  the  really  good  salmon 
angling  to  be  got  about  this  time,  is  very  limited. 
None  of  the  summer  rivers  have  yet  begun  to 
show  sport,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  first  of 
the  year’s  fish  native  to  them,  which  make  up 
what  I  may  call  a  distinctively  summer  run, 
have  not  reached  the  coast  and  commenced  to 
ascend.  But  there  are  such  rivers  of  the  later 
spring  angling  description,  such  as  the  Awe,  the 
Carron,  the  Lochy,  the  Spean,  which  ought,  with 
conditions  favourable,  to  now  be  giving  good 
sport.  These,  with  the  addition  of  the  upper 
angling  waters  of,  for  example,  the  Dee,  the  Spey, 
the  Garry,  the  Helmsdale,  the  Naver,  &c.,  are 
virtually  the  fisheries  to  which  for  tlie  rest  of 
the  spring  season  the  angling  of  any  real  merit 
is  restricted,  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
it  can  only  be  good  on  these  fisheries  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  number  of  fish  in  them,  and  in 
correspondence  with  the  nature  of  the  weather 
and  the  condition  of  the  water. 

It  strikes  me  that  on  former  occasions  I  have 
advanced  the  statement — it  is  not  a  mere 
theory — that  in  every  river,  the  size  of  fiy  to 
prove  the  most  effective  is  regulated  entirely 
by  the  temperature.  It  is  true  that  salmon 
may,  and  do,  take  in  a  small  river  a  larger 
fly  than  at  the  same  season  they  may  be  taking 
most  readily  in  a  much  larger  river,  but  it  is  an 
invariable  rule  with  expert  and  observant 
anglers,  to  hold  that  the  colder  the  water  the 
larger  the  fly  necessary.  We  fish  on  our  very 
early  rivers  in  the  months  of  February  and 
March  with  flies  of  immense  size  relatively,  and 
in  order  to  be  most  effective  with  them  we 
find  as  a  rule  that  it  is  necessary  to  fish  deep.  As 
the  temperature  rises  we  lessen  the  size  of  our 
flies  and  fish  relatively  lighter.  With  the 
warmth  which  brings  up  the  March  Brown  the 
temperature  of  the  water  rises  considerably, 
and  anglers  of  ordinary  observation  cannot 
fail  to  have  noticed  that  after  the  March  Brown 
period  has  gone  by,  the  salmon,  when  the  rivers 
are  in  normal  state  and  the  weather  is  genial, 
change  their  taste  very  suddenly,  and  are  taken 
most  readily  with  flies  which  are  perhaps  little 
more  than  half  the  size  of  those  which  a  fortnight, 
or  perhaps  even  but  a  week  before,  were  the 
deadliest. 

It  is  utterly  useless  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
except  perhaps  in  the  evening,  to  go  on  fishing 
with  large  flies  and  fishing  them  deep,  in  the 
expectation  that  with  them,  and  by  the  sunk 
method,  the  sport  will  prove  as  good  as  by 
fishing  with  small  flies,  fine  tackle,  and  lightly 
— indeed  very  near  the  surface.  Farther,  it 
may  be  remarked  that  the  long  line,  cast  at 
the  forty-five  degrees  angle,  and  the  slow 
movement  of  the  flj  is  not  generally,  except  for 
evening  fishing,  so  deadly  a  method  as  the 
shorter  line,  cast  more  across  stream  and  brought 
very  much  more  quickly  and  lightly  round  to  the 
side.  Pools  and  streams  also  now  stand  much 
less  flogging,  and  anglers  may  with  advantage 
fish  them  down  much  more  quickly,  as,  if  fish 
are  to  come,  the  chances  are  that  they  will 
come  at  once  provided  the  fly  is  at  all 
suitable.  Where  “potted”  salmon  are  found 
to  be  numerous  and  have  gone  off  the  fly  with 
which,  alone,  perhaps  they  have  been  fished  for 
heretofore,  it  is  generally  found  that  a  “  run  ”  of 


minnow  or  gudgeon  through  the  pools  and  streams 
will  work  wonders,  provided  the  weather  is  not 
too  bright.  If  bright,  and  of  a  frosty  nature,  with 
the  water  at  the  same  time  very  low,  prawn  comes 
in  as  perhaps  the  most  deadly  bait  that  can  be 
used  in  most  waters.  If,  however,  the  pools  and 
streams  have  been  plunged  and  sawed  with  the 
ininnow,  prawn,  and  gudgeon,  to  the  utter  surfeit 
of  the  fish,  it  will  be  found  paying  to  reverse  the 
order  and  tempt  subtly  with  the  fly — fly  of  small 
size,  fished  lightly  as  possible.  Nothing  in  my 
experience,  hurts  a  fishery  so  much  as  continual 
badgering  of  the  fish  with  bottom  lures,  especially 
when  the  water  for  a  long  time  has  continued  low 
and  the  fish,  however  plentiful,  have  not  had 
others  arriving  in  the  pools  to  move  them  or  keep 
them  company.  Vastly  longer,  indeed,  will  spore 
under  such  conditions  keep  up,  provided  the  fly 
and  the  fly  only — is  fished  with,  as  the  angler 
can  go  on  reducing  the  size  of  the  fly  as  the  fish 
get  shyer,  and  by  this  means  continue  to  have 
sport.  In  streams  it  is  not  necessary  to  jerk  or 
move  the  fly  much,  if  the  size  be  right,  but  whether 
in  stream  or  pool,  if  the  fly  exceed  the  size  that 
naturally  the  fish  incline,  it  is  well  to  jerk  it ;  and 
this  process  of  jerking  will  often  prove  fatal  as  a 
change,  but  a  fly  that  is  jerked  is  too  large  for 
light  fishing,  on  the  principle  of  casting  pretty 
straight  and  letting  it,  without  moving  the  rod, 
swing  round  to  the  side  with  the  current.  The 
same  is  exemplified  in  the  case  of  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  fishing  about  this  season.  Small  files  on 
fine  gilt  prove  deadliest  when  fished  light  and 
without  a  movement  of  the  rod,  but  if  creepers 
and  dandies,  larger  than  them  a  good  hit,  be  used, 
they  must  be  jerked  by  a  continual  smart  jerking 
process,  otherwise  they  will  not  very  readily  be 
taken. 

The  summer  run  of  sea-trout  forward  in  such 
strength  as  to  give  anglers  reasonable  hopes  of 
good  sport  will  not  be  on  anywhere  for  a  month 
or  two  to  come,  hence  nothing  need  be  said  at 
present  about  sea-trout  fishing  in  river,  stream, 
or  loch,  in  Scotland.  But  there  should  now,  or 
at  least  very  soon,  be  sea-trout  fishing  of  a  capital 
quality  had  by  means  of  trolling  the  natural 
sand-eel  in  kyles  and  estuaries,  such  as  those  at 
Tongue  and  Durness  on  the  north  coast  of 
Sutherland,  and  in  some  districts  of  the  western 
isles. 

Last  week,  with  the  few  small  pushes  of 
freshened  water,  a  regular  exodus  of  the  finnock 
or  whitling,  out  of  the  lower  and  nether  non-tidal 
reaches  of  a  great  number  of  the  finest  whitling 
rivers  of  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  took  place. 
The  season,  consequently,  for  such  fish  in  these 
waters  has  ended,  and  will  not  come  on  again 
until  early  in  autumn.  The  tideways,  however, 
of  more  than  half  of  the  same  rivers  continue, 
and  for  some  time  longer  will  continue,  to  give 
good  whitling  or  finnock  fishing.  Nearly  every 
river’s  estuary  or  tideway  from  the  Esks  in 
Forfawhire,  to  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  may  still 
be  visited  by  the  expert  angler  and  good  results 
secured.  The  Spey  ought  this  month  to  give 
its  best  finnock  fishing  of  the  early  season  on 
its  non-tidal  reaches  from  the  estuary  to  ten  or 
twelve  miles  inland;  and  no  liver  in  Scotland 
that  I  know  of,  I  may  hint,  is  at  this  time  of  the 
year  so  good  for  non-tidal  finnock  fishing.  The 
fiunocks  which  are  caught  in  tideways  in  May 
are  nearly  all  in  the  most  perfect  condition,  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  greater  bulk  of  those  got 
outside  the  tideways  a  month  or  two  earlier. 

The  early  season  lime  of  the  year  for  finnock 
or  whitling  fishing  in  rivers  wiih  various  lures 
other  than  small  fly  has  now  gone  past;  and  even 
for  bringing  sport  on  the  estuaries,  creepers, 
dandies,  tubes,  wrigglers,  and  Devons,  are  rarely 
after  April  found  to  work  so  well  under  ordinary 
conditions  as  small  flies.  Where, outside  estuaries, 
in  farther  inland  waters  such  as  the  lower  beats 
of  Spey,  finnock  or  whitling  are  now  found  to 
take  remarkably  well,  the  sport  obtained  is 
almost  entirely  with  the  fly  of  small  size,  and 
patterns  such  as  I  indicated  last  week. 

For  the  early  lochs  of  Scotland,  May  is  on 
the  whole  as  good  a  month  as  any,  and  daring 
it  the  trout  are  in  as  good  condition,  as  free 
risers,  and  as  gamesome  as  at  any  time  The 
finest  trouting  on  lochs  in  the  northern  High¬ 
lands  dues  not,  however,  in  the  earliest  localitie.s, 
prove  in  every  way  satisfying  till  later  over, 
being  at  its  height  in  none  before  the  end  of 
May,  and  in  iilany  not  before  the  middle  of 
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June.  Probably,  taking  the  lochs  of  Inverness- 
shire,  Ross-shire,  Cromarty,  Sutherland,  and 
Caithness  all  round,  the  best  time  is  between  the 
end  of  May  and  the  middle  of  July. 

In  burns — those  of  early,  well  sheltered  dis¬ 
tricts  where  the  soil  is  rich  excepted — and  in  hill 
brooks,  the  trouting,  though  unquestionably  the 
trout  take  well  enough,  has  not  yet  become 
satisfactory  to  those  who  desire  the  fish  in  prime 
condition.  But  on  all  rivers  in  Scotland,  the 
trout  of  which  are  large  and  have  plenty  of 
fly  food,  the  angling  meantime  is  as  good  as  it 
will  be.  This  remark  applies  to  the  lower  and 
middle  sections  of  all  the  important  rivers  from 
the  Tay  along  the  east  coast  northward,  but 
until  the  middle  of  May  the  sport  with  fly  will 
improve  on  the  upper  waters  of  unquestionably 
the  most  crack  streams  in  Scotland — the  Don,  the 
Deveron,  and  the  Findhorn.  My  advice  to 
anglers  who  want,  and  can  manage  to  get,  angling 
on  these  rivers  is  not  to  delay  much  longer  before 
taking  it.  The  weather  has  become  quite  genial, 
and  latterly  a  good  deal  softer,  with  rain  at 
intervals  breaking  out  here  and  there  all  over  the 
country.  The  trout  consequently,  and  for  the 
additional  reason  that  the  natural  fly  is  up  in 
abundance,  are  splendidly  on  the  feed,  and  with 
flakey  skies  to  favour  it,  their  taking  well  has  not 
been  a  matter  of  question  but  a  matter  of  fact 
this  week  and  the  end  of  last. 


By  Mac. 

Mr.  Archibald  Harper  writes  from  the 
Thurso ; — “  The  kelts  are  beginning  to  suffer  from 
the  continuance  of  the  drought,  and  the  extremely 
low  water.  A  month  ago  their  season  for  leaving 
the  river  was  past,  and  now  in  their  efforts  to  get 
away,  a  good  many  force  themselves  into  shallow 
water  where  they  have  no  shade  to  protect  them, 
and  in  a  few  days  they  are  dead.  Some  clean 
fish  succumb  in  like  manner — apparently  to  a 
sort  of  fever.  Smolts  are  congregating  in  large 
shoals  in  anticipation  of  getting  off  to  the  sea ; 
they’ll  go  bang  away  on  the  first  opportunity. 
Anglers  are  doing  very  little,  but  Loch  More  is 
never  fished  blank.” 


A  TROUT  of  81b.  was  caught  on  Loch  Ness  last 
week  by  an  angler  from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel, 
Fort  Augustus,  Loch  Ness  side. 


McBouncer  writeth : — “  Sir  Charles  Ross,  the 
popular  young  baronet  of  Balnagown,  Ross-shire, 
was  married  on  Wednesday  at  St.  Mary’s,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  to  Winnifred,  youngest  daughter  of 
Mr.  A.  A.  Berens,  68,  Great  Cumberland-place. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  bride’s  uncle. 
Rev.  H.  Everilt,  rector  of  Dorchester,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Tullibardine,  the  Duke  of  Athole’s 
eldest  son,  acted  as  best  man.  Sir  Charles 
attained  his  majority  on  the  4th  of  April,  when 
he  entered  into  possession  of  one  of  the  finest 
estates  in  the  north.  Even  before  attaining  his 
majority.  Sir  Charles  evinced  great  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  ploughmen  and  crofters.  The  very 
next  day  after  the  management  of  the  estate 
devolved  upon  him,  he  interviewed  the  Strath- 
carron  crofters,  and  submitted  for  their  considera¬ 
tion  an  elaborate  scheme  for  the  amelioration  of 
their  condition,  and  which,  if  adopted,  would  in 
his  opinion  be  tbe  nearest  possible  approach  to 
Home  Rule  in  a  private  capacity.  This  scheme 
cannot  be  reproduced  here,  but  its  main  points 
are  that  the  land  should  be  under  the  full  control 
of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  crofters  them¬ 
selves  ;  that  the  committee  appoint  a  convenor, 
secretary,  and  treasurer,  and  that  meetings  be 
held  at  least  four  times  a  year,  also  that  all 
negotiations  between  the  crofters  and  the  estate 
be  made  through  the  committee,  who  would  be 
held  responsible  for  the  rent,  the  estate  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  individual  crofters.  They 
have  got  a  couple  of  months  to  think  over  it 
before  deciding.  I  fear  the  scheme  won’t  work. 
Crofters  are  so  jealous  and  envious  of  one 
another,  and  besides,  all  townships  cannot  very 
well  produce  office-bearers  such  as  indicated. 
Sir  Charles  has  also  promised  that  when  leases 
of  large  sheep  farms  expire,  the  crofters  will,  on 
certain  conditions,  get  the  land,  both  arable  and 


pasture.  In  connection  with  the  marriage,  I 
may  mention  that  several  congratulatory  tele¬ 
grams  in  Gaelic  were  sent  to  Sir  Charles  and 
Lady  Ross  from  Ardgay,  Ross-shire.  The  senders 
were  probably  chuckling  over  the  idea  of  bam¬ 
boozling  the  recipients  with  Gaelic  telegrams, 
but  fancy  their  astonishment  when  a  few  hours 
later  the  following  acknowledgment,  wired 
from  London  was  received,  viz.,  ‘  Mile  taing 
dhuibh  air  son  bhur  cavimhneas  agus  cairdeas 
aig  an  am  so. — Sir  Charles  agus  Lady  Ross,’ 
which  means,  ‘  A  thousand  thanks  to  you  for 
your  kindness  and  good  wishes  on  this  occasion. 
— Sir  Charles  and  Lady  Ross.’  It  is  questionable 
if  such  unique  messages  ever  before  traversed 
the  wires  between  London  and  Ross-shire.” 


Mr.  Duncan  Dow,  Loch  Tummel  Hotel, 
Strathtummel,  by  Pitlochry,  N.B.,  writes  me  : — 
“  The  fine  trout  of  Loch  Tummel  have  been  look¬ 
ing  up  these  last  three  days,  and  with  really 
genial  weather — no  frost  overnight  and  more 
rain — there  is  no  doubt  they  would  give  grand 
sport  now  as  the  right  time  of  the  year  has  ar¬ 
rived.  Takes  got  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday  were  : — Mr.  Anderson,  Dundee,  one 
trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Guild,  two 'trout,  31b.  and  3  Alb. ; 
Mr.  Hardie,  two  trout,  2flb.  and  Iflb. ;  Mr. 
Gregor  McGregor,  two  trout,  2] lb.  and  2Tjlb. ;  Mr. 
Hood,  Kirkcaldy,  three  trout,  Iflb.,  21b.,  and 
2flb.,  and  two  pike,  one  a  beauty  in  splendid  con¬ 
dition  weighing  251b.,  and  measuring  3ft.  Gin.  in 
length,  and  Sin.  by  4Hn.  depth  and  thickness.” 


Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes: — ‘‘The 
first  grilse  for  this  year,  on  the  coast  around  here, 
was  got  at  the  Woodstone  fishing  last  week;  it 
was  a  very  fine  specimen,  and  weighed  22lb.  I 
have  heard  of  only  this  one  yet.  At  the  sea 
coast  fishing  stations  salmon  did  better  last  week, 
but  both  North  Esk  and  South  Esk  are  still  very 
small,  and  not  a  single  fish  taking  them.  Some 
fair  catches  of  finnock  and  yellow  trout,  and  a 
few  new-run  sea-trout  were  got,  but  with  the 
small  clear  water  and  so  many  smolts  swarming 
about  it  was  hardly  possible  to  do  well,  and 
scarcely  had  the  flies  touched  the  water  ere  the 
smouts  had  them.  Kelts  are  very  numerous  still, 
and  there  is  yet  no  appearance  of  more  water  to 
take  them  away.  They  are  getting  very  clear 
and  weakly,  and  not  a  few  of  them  are  succumb¬ 
ing.  The  salmon  that  got  over  the  dykes  with 
the  push  of  water  that  came  in  March  are  now 
dying  with  disease  from  the  water  being  abnor¬ 
mally  filthy  and  heated ;  but  if  there  should 
come  a  good  rise  of  water  to  clear  away  kelts, 
smolts,  and  diseased  fish,  there  would  be  fresh 
blood  come  in  from  the  sea  and  spin  past  the 
dykes  now  to  give,  very  likely,  some  good  sport  in 
the  upper  waters.”  _ 

I  HEiR  from  Upper  Spey  that  the  water  up  to 
end  of  last  week  still  continued  very  low,  making 
anglers  wish  more  than  ever  for  a  spate  to  clear 
the  bottom,  swill  down  the  weakly  kelt,  bring 
forward  more  good  fish,  and  generally  better 
matters.  Last  week  there  was  some  improvement 
in  the  sport,  when  on  the  Grant  Arms  Hotel 
section  of  the  Castle  Grant  fishery,  Mr.  Macdougall 
had  one  fish  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  Stewart  two,  of  61b. 
and  6^1b.  On  the  adjoining  beats  of  Tulchan  and 
Revack  the  rods  had  amongst  them  twelve  fish  for 
the  two  best  angling  days  of  the  week. 


Mr.  Young,  Lairg,  writes : — ‘‘.The  following 
is  a  short  summary  of  sport  obtained  by  Lairg 
Hotel  anglers  during  season  1892.  The  season 
opened  April  20ch,  when  Messrs.  Castle  and  Knock 
killed  fourteen  trout,  7|lb.,  on  Loch  Shin,  and 
ended  September  9th.  Loch  Shin  yielded  1,959 
trout,  weighing  926.ilb. ;  seventeen  saltno  ferox, 
weighing  68f  lb.  (heaviest  fisb  "^Ib.),  and  two  grilse, 
of  S^lb.  and  51b.  Loch  Beannoch’s  total  was  270 
trout,  weighing  216iilb.  Loch  Namfuar-leachd, 
fished  on  nine  days,  gave  107  trout,  541b. ;  and 
Loch  Cracail,  on  a  like  number  of  days,  ninety- 
five  trout,  4541b.  A  few  of  the  best  baskets  made 
on  Loch  Shin  were  in  May,  twenty-one  trout  81b., 
by  Mr.  Douglas.  In  June,  fifty-eight  trout,  281b., 
by  Messrs.  Douglas  and  Thompson  ;  and  nineteen 
trout,  101b.,  by  Mr.  Jameson.  In  .luly,  thirteen 
trout,  101b.,  and  one  ferox,  41b.,  by  Mr.  Copeland  ; 
twenty-four  trout,  1241b.,  by  Mr.  Hunt ;  and  thirty 
trout,  1241b.,  by  Mr.  Fallar.  In  August,  Captain 
Johnstone,  fourty- four  trout,  201b.;  fourteen  trout. 


81b. ;  and  twenty-five  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Capelcure, 
twenty-one  trout,  141b.,  and  twenty-five  trout, 
111b.  In  September,  Mr.  Loxley,  seventeen  trout, 
741b.  Loch  Beannoch’s  best  baskets  were  eighteen 
trout,  lOlb. ;  twelve  trout,  101b. ;  twenty  trout, 
iGlb. ;  eight  trout,  101b. ;  and  ten  trout,  S-^lb.” 


G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes  : — ‘‘  Mr.  Barry  and 
party  on  the  Forest  of  Glen-Tana  reaches  of  the 
Dee  creeled  some  two  hundred  fish  for  the  month 
of  April,  eighty  of  which  went  to  Mr.  Barry’s 
own  rod.  The  Invercauld  Hotel  Ballater  fishery 
maintains  its  exceptionally  bright  reputation  as 
the  finest  hotel  fishery  in  the  kingdom.  Kelts 
have  disappeared  having  gone  down  to  the  sea 
like  a  rumble  of  bricks  with  last  week’s  fill.  A 
considerable  number  of  dead  fish  have  been  left 
in  the  pools,  and  in  the  small  clear  waters  these 
are  painfully  visible.  “  Mauchers  ”  (dead  fish 
snatchers)  are  making  a  good  thing  of  it  by  hawk¬ 
ing  these  about  the  country.  They  get  sixpence 
and  sevenpence  the  pound,  and  sometimes  a  little 
more  when  they  come  across  a  pretty  fresh 
‘‘  corpse  ”  !  A  good  few  of  the  fish  lately  landed 
have  been  potted  for  some  considerable  time. 
Apropos  of  potted  salmon.  A  sportsman,  the 
other  day,  who  had  been  due  on  the  water  some 
weeks  prior  to  his  arrival,  and  had  fired  the  blood 
of  his  gillie  by  the  delay,  landed  a  91b.  fish  which 
greatly  displeased  him,  on  the  score  of  its  red- 
potted  colour.  Expressing  his  disappointment, 
he  was  bluntly  informed  of  his  gillie’s  grievance 
at  the  same  time  as  the  cause  was  tersely,  if  not 
politely,  explained  by  the  following  reply  :  ‘Well, 
sir,  if  you  are  nae  pleased  wi’  him,  you  should 
have  been  here  to  catch  him  sooner.’  The  smolt 
season  is  on  in  the  tidal  reaches  of  the  Dee,  Don, 
Ythan,  &c.,  and  angling  has  been  suspended  for 
the  better  part  of  the  month  of  May.  The  salmon 
tacksmen,  in  and  about  Aberdeen,  headed  by 
Mr.  Geo.  Davidson,  of  Wellwood,  are  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  influence  the  Government 
against  the  proposal  to  grant  licences  to  net 
salmon  on  unappropriated  Crown  lands.” 


Our  Spey  correspondent  writes  : —  ‘‘  While 
walking  along  the  bank  of  the  river  last  night 
about  9  p.m.,  I  was  astonished  to  find  that  for 
all  the  rain  that  had  fallen  during  the  previous 
forty-eight  hours  the  water  was  lower  than  on  the 
previous  Sunday,  although  some  three  inches 
higher  than  before  the  rain  fell.  The  rainfall  was 
not  what  is  looked  for  to  freshen  the  water  or 
improve  matters  generally.  It  was  pretty  much 
mixed  at  times  with  snow  and  hail,  which  lay 
white  on  the  hills,  and  with  a  temperature  at 
40  degrees  Fah.,  was  not  very  comforting.  Since 
writing  you  last  week  almost  all  the  diseased 
fish  have  cleared  out,  while  on  the  lower  reaches 
scarcely  a  kelt  is  to  be  met  with.  The  smolt  is 
now  very  much  en  evidence,  and  for  some  time  to 
come  will  be  closely  guarded  by  the  watchers, 
who  were  reinforced  to-day.  With  reference  to 
the  extraordinary  catch  of  sea-trout  on  the  Lossie 
mentioned  in  my  river  report  last  week,  I  wrote 
a  friend  on  the  matter,  and  he  writes  me  that ; — 
‘  It  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  West,  artist,  caught  61  sea- 
trout  weighing  421b.  The  trout  averaged  from 
41b.  to  11b.  each.  I  saw  the  catch,  and  can  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  it.  This  is  the  biggest  haul  ever 
taken  by  a  rod  here.  The  fly  used  was  a  very 
small  one.’  ” 


Our  Deveron  correspondent  u'rites: — ‘‘An  im¬ 
portant  transference  of  landed  property,  involving 
the  transference  also  of  a  high  class  fishing  in  the 
Deveron,  has  just  taken  place  by  the  purchase 
from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Fife  by  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Foster-Forbes,  of  Rotliiemay,  of  the  estate 
of  Corskellie,  a  property  in  all  respects  a  most 
desirable  one,  situated  in  the  centre  of  Banffshire. 
It  lies  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Deveron,  being 
immediately  opposite  the  mansion  house  and 
estate  of  Rnthiemay.  The  salmon  fishings  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  thus  now  belong  to  Colonel 
Forbes.  This  section  of  the  river,  as  a  rule,  has 
yielded  exceedingly  well,  there  being  included  in 
the  number  of  favourable  pots:  the  Meeting.s 
pool,  the  Isla  pool,  Bankers  pool,  Deys  pool.  Bog 
pool,  and  the  Haig  Burn  stream.  The  continued 
drought,  which  has  promoted  interruption,  and  has 
lasted  for  nearly  five  weeks,  is  now  causing  some 
anxiety  to  anglers.  For  a  fortnight  the  Deveron 
has  been  of  exceedingly  small  volume — its  water 
clear  as  glass.  Some  success  is  being  had  at  the 
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nets,  but  the  efforts  of  anglers  are  quite  fruitless. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  that  owing  largely  to  the  state 
of  the  water  there  is  at  present  an  abnormally 
large  amount  of  diseased  fish  in  the  river.  On 
some  recent  evenings  considerable  crowds  of 
people  have  gathered  at  Banff  Bridge,  and  looking 
into  the  crystal  waters  below  have  seen  a  large 
number  of  fish  in  various  stages  of  degeneration. 
Despite  this  condition,  trout  fishing  has  been  in 
some  sections  of  the  river  prosecuted  with 
wonderful  success.  Thus,  for  instance,  on  the 
Mountblairy  section  Mr.  Harold  Braithwaite  in 
one  week  caught  421b.,  and  on  two  days  Mr.  Morer 
had  181b.” 


The  upper  reaches  of  the  Clyde  and  accessible 
tributary  waters  are  being  stocked  with  young 
trout  from  the  Abington  hatchery.  A  consign¬ 
ment  amounting  to  about  forty  thousand,  sprung 
from  eggs  received  from  Loch  Leven  and 
Howietoun,  was  this  week  put  into  the  burns  and 
upper  waters.  Till  they  grow  enough  they  are  to 
be  under  the  protection  of  the  Upper  Ward  Clyde 
Angling  Protective  Association. 


Heahly  every  salmon  in  Loch  Tay  is  now  pretty 
brown,  but  still  sport  is  being  got.  Game  fellows 
that  they  are,  the  fish  will  not  be  kept  down. 


The  Tweed  is  doing,  to  tell  the  truth,  really 
nothing  at  all.  There  are  smolts,  yellow  fins, 
kelts,  and  clean  anes  all  in  it,  but  for  the  present 
the  various  elements  are  too  much  mixed  up 
together  to  admit  of  anything  worth  recording 
being  done.  The  water  is  filthy,  many  of  the  fish 
filthy,  and  most  of  them  lethargic  in  the  extreme. 


The  Helmsdale,  for  many  years  past  renowned 
for  its  early  season  angling,  has  done  by  com¬ 
parison  miserably  poor  this  year.  So  also  has 
the  celebrated  Loch  Oich  and  the  River  Garry  of 
Inverness-shire. 


Our  Tay  correspondent  writes  :  “  Thing  as 
dull  as  ditchwater  here.  The  water  we  have  is 
not  very  fine ;  there  is  also  great  scarcity  of  it, 
and  until  we  get  a  proper  dose  of  rain  roun’ 
and  roun’  the  hills  and  all  over  the  low  country 
the  fishing  will  not  be  worth  a  rap.  The 
majestic  Tay  has  felt  the  drought,  and  is  now 
about  dried  up  ;  the  Earn  and  the  other  tributaries 
are  in  no  better  state.  The  whitling  are  dis¬ 
appearing — retiring  to  the  salt  water  to  re¬ 
cuperate,  and  the  yellow  trout  are  seldom  got  on 
the  lake  although  they  are  found  to  be  in  splendid 
condition.  A  few  good  baskets  and  same  nailing 
good  trout  have  been  got  on  Loch  Leven,  but 
there’s  nothing  so  miraculous  about  that  as  to 
cause  a  fuss.  The  river  salmon  netters  are  doing 
little  or  nothing,  in  fact,  some  of  them  have  prac¬ 
tically  ceased  to  work  at  their  stations.  Kelts, 
clearing  out,  are  numerous  down  about  Perth  at 
present,  and  some  of  the  trout  fishers  get  good 
fun  with  them.  I  hope  to  goodness  we  get  a 
heavy  spate  soon.  I  am  wearying  for  a  slash 
at  the  Tay  trout.  I  am  not  throwing  the 
hammer  when  I  say  that  I  am  about  as  dab  a 
hand  as  there  is  at  Tay  trouting.  I  never 
vastly  overshoot  the  mark  with  the  weight  of 
my  baskets  as  some  hillies  hereabouts  do. 


I  HEAR  nothing  about  Colin  Gunn  of  the  Brora, 
and  the  genial  Professor  of  the  same,  this  week  ; 
BO  I  conclude  that  the  angling  is  chronically 
stagnant  through  lack  of  water  in  the  Brora  owing 
to  the  prolonged  and  unprecedented  drought.  Is 
this  so,  Colin  ?  _ 


Grilse  are  slow,  slow,  in  coming  on  this  year. 
Up  to  the  time  that  I  write,  only  three  undoubted 
grilses  that  I  have  heard  of  are  reported  as  got 
from  all  the  sea  and  river  salmon  fisheries  of 
Scotland  this  season,  one  in  Tweed  district,  the 
first ;  one  in  Horth  Esk  district,  the  second,  and 
one  in  Dee  district,  the  third.  If  I  remember 
rightly  it  is  a  dozen  years  since  grilse  were  so 
backward  in  the  season  in  putting  in  an  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  north.  The  three  got  this  year 
already,  weighed  respectively,  2Ub.,  2ilb.,  and 
2;|^lb.  _ 


I  HAVE  not  seen  the  renowned  51b.  and  61b. 
April  grilses  of  Loch  Esk  reported  this  year.  I 
am  amazed  at  that,  because  I  had  got  to  believe 


these  grilses  to  be  an  institution  admirably 
adapted  for  being  trotted  out  to  a  greenhorn’s 
credit  on  every  convenient  occasion. 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes : — “  There 
was  a  grilse  got  at  the  pier  of  the  Dee  last  night 
in  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners’  nets. 
I  saw  it  and  another — a  little  beauty — but  the 
latter  was  not  the  real  thing — it  was  a  hybrid. 
The  scales  were  the  scales  of  the  trout,  and  the 
spots  trout  spots.  The  head,  too,  and  the  tail — 
neither  was  the  right  thing — but  altogether, 
notwithstanding  these  points,  it  was  a  most  hand¬ 
some  little  fish.” 


Despite  the  low  water  the  salmon  angling  takes 
are  being  rattled  up  on  the  Invercauld  Hotel 
Fishery  at  Baliater.  Each  of  the  three  rods 
still  manage  on  an  average  about  four  fish  a  day. 
Sir  George  Chetwode,  Bart.,  and  Mr.  Griffiths 
lead  for  the  month. 


THE  ANGLER’S  DIARY  FOR  1893. 


Mr.  Horace  Cox,  of  the  Field,  who  for  nearly 
twelve  months  now  has  printed  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  us,  sends  us  a  copy  of  the  Twenty- 
Seventh  Yearly  Edition  of  that  invaluable  and 
cheap  little  work  the  Angler's  Diary.*  We  have 
so  often  recommended  this  work  of  about  250 
closely  printed  pages,  that  we  shall  content  our¬ 
selves  with  giving  a  copy  of  the  Table  of  Contents. 
Of  course  in  a  work  of  this  kind  errors  will  creep 
in,  but  we  believe  they  are  very  few,  and  the 
Editor,  Mr.  Irwin  E.  B.  Cox,  will  always  be  glad 
to  make  a  note  of  any  corrections  sent  to  him. 

Contents. 

Rivers,  and  the  Nearest  Railway  Stations  : 
England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales. 

Close  Seasons  and  Angling  Licences  :  England 
and  Wales,  Ireland,  Scotland. 

Fishing  Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom  : 
England  and  Wales,  Ireland,  Scotland, 

Fishing  Stations  in  Africa. 

Fishing  Stations  in  America  :  Canada,  Central 
America,  Newfoundland,  United  States,  West 
Indies. 

Fishing  Stations  in  Asia  :  Asia  Minor,  India, 
Japan,  Mauritius. 

Fishing  Stations  in  Europe  :  Austria,  Belgium 
and  Luxembourg,  Dauubian  Principalities,  Den¬ 
mark,  Iceland,  France,  Germany,  Holland,  Italy, 
Norway  and  Sweden,  Russia,  Spain  and  Portugal, 
Switzerland. 

Fishing  Stations  in  Australia. 

Addenda. 

Memoranda. 

At  the  end  there  are  ruled  pages  for  entering 
takes  of  fish  through  the  season. 


ilotes  anir  teries 


Scotch  Shootings  and  Fishings. — Anyone  in 
want  of  information  about  salmon  and  trout  fish¬ 
ings  to  let  in  Scotland  should  send  to  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  209,  High-street,  Perth,  for  his  new  list, 
which  has  just  been  published. 


Irish  Shootings  and  Fishings. — We  have  also 
received  a  copy  of  their  new  list  of  shootings  and 
fishings  to  let  in  Ireland  from  Messrs.  Joseph 
Braddell  and  Son,  Castle-place,  Belfast.  This  list 
contains  a  splendid  coloured  map  of  Ireland,  by 
John  Bartholomew,  on  a  scale  of  ten  miles  to  the 
inch.  Anyone  interested  in  Ireland  should 
possess  this  map.  _ 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  IVIiss  E.  Ellis,  of  13, 
Danby-terrace,  Exmouth,  can  now  supply  at 
Is.  6d.  a  dozen  the  flies  for  Devonshire  streams 
recommended  in  that  capital  work  ‘‘Trout  Fishing 
on  Rapid  Streams,”  by  Cutcliffe.  Many  a  heavy 
basket  on  the  Barle  and  Exe  have  we  had  years 
ago  using  Cutcliffe’s  patterns,  made  not  so  large 
as  he  recommends.  Miss  Ellis’s  May-flies  at  Ss. 
a  dozen  are  also  very  good. 

*  Price  Is.  Cd.  Sent  post  free  by  Sampson  Low, 
Marston,  and  Company,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan’s  House 
Fetter-lane,  London,  on  receipt  ot  stamps  for  Is.  Cd. 


Fishing  Club  Liberality.  —  To  show  how 
kindly  disposed  are  the  members  of  the  True 
Waltonian  Fishing  Club,  whose  headquarters 
are  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  Batchworth,  Rickmans- 
worth,  Hertfordshire,  to  any  one  in  the  locality 
in  need  or  distress,  the  case  of  a  poor  young 
man,  named  Walter  Ralph,  who,  owing  to  a  cart 
accident,  had  recently  to  undergo  amputation  of 
one  leg.  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
club,  and  one  of  the  club  gentlemen,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Higgins,  has  just  given  orders  that  a  cork  leg. 
with  all  modern  improvements,  shall  be  supplied 
free  to  Ralph.  The  above  is  only  one  of  the 
many  acts  of  kindness  done  by  this  noted  fishing- 
club  in  the  district. 

Fishing  for  Trout  with  the  Stone-fly 
Creeper. — The  creeper  is  the  larva  of  the  stone- 
fly,  which  is  the  largest  of  the  Perlida  family  of 
aquatic  insects.  It  is  found  under  the  pebbles  at 
the  extreme  edge  of  streamy  water ;  in  season.s 
like  the  present  it  may  be  found  during  the 
latter  part  of  March,  but  it  is  seldom  until  the 
middle  of  April  that  the  fish  feed  upon  it  with 
avidity.  Then  every  trout  in  the  river  may  be 
seen  on  the  shallows,  rooting  about  for  the  food 
which  has  so  much  to  do  with  bringing  them  into 
good  condition.  Ronalds  state  that  the  stone- fly 
itself  is  in  season  from  the  beginning  of  April 
until  the  end  of  May,  but  if  he  had  said  from 
May  1  until  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  June  he 
would  have  been  far  nearer  the  mark.  To  catch 
a  good  supply  of  creepers  with  your  fingers 
requires  an  amount  of  dexterity  not  possessed  by 
many  average  mortals,  but  there  is  a  far  more 
speedy  method,  which  was  first  shown  to  me  by 
that  prince  of  all-round  anglers,  “  Dicky  ” 
Routledge,  of  Carlisle.  The  modus  operandi  is 
as  follows  :  Stand  about  a  foot  in  the  edge  of  a 
stream,  and  place  the  bow  of  your  landing-net 
straight  down  in  the  water,  facing  downstream, 
then  stir  the  gravel  up  with  your  brogues,  and 
the  creepers  are  washed  by  the  stream  into  the 
net,  out  of  the  meshes  of  which  they  are  easily 
picked.  Place  them  in  a  tin  of  damp  moss. 
Strap  the  tin  round  your  waist,  and  the 
first  part  of  the  performance  is  complete. 
The  tackle  consists  of  three  yards  of  drawn  gut, 
tapering  from  lx,  the  thickest,  down  to  4x,  the 
finest,  or  gossamer  gut,  as  it  is  generally  termed ; 
on  this  wrap  two  No.  0  sneck-bend  fly-hooks, 
about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  apart,  and  eight  inches 
above  that  affix  a  very  small  shot.  A  12-foot  rod 
answers  the  best  for  this  style  of  fishing,  as  the 
line  can  be  more  easily  commanded.  AVade  very 
cautiously  up-stream,  and,  with  a  long,  swinging 
cast,  such  as  you  would  make  in  up-stream  worm- 
fishing,  throw  tl  e  creeper  lightly  into  every  little 
run  and  eddy  f  uch  as  is  likely  to  hold  a  feeding 
trout.  If  the  line  stirs  the  fraction  of  an  inch, 
raise  your  wrist  gently,  and  if  you  hook  your  fish, 
pull  him  firmly  into  the  water  below  you,  and 
there  play  him  out.  The  chief  difficulty  arises 
from  the  extreme  tenderness  of  the  bait,  and  a 
novice  will  lose  creeper  after  creeper,  whereas  an 
expert  seldom  does  so,  unless  he  has  a  bite  and 
misses  it.  I  forgot  to  say  that  to  bait  the  tackle 
the  top  hook  is  put  into  the  head  and  the  lower 
one  into  the  middle  of  the  belly,  both  being 
underneath.  Both  the  creeper  and  the  stone-fly 
are  equally  deadly  in  their  seasons.  Theakstone, 
in  his  work  on  British  angling  flies,  records  an 
instance  of  capturing  a  trout  weighing  Iflb. 
which  had  100  perfect  stone-flies  in  its  inside. 
On  those  waters  where  dear-water  worm  fishing 
is  allowed  before  June  1,  I  should  advise  my 
friends  to  give  that  style  of  fishing  a  trial.  I  am 
aware  that  it  is  rather  early  for  it,  but  you  can 
never  tell,  and  I  am  very  fond  of  trying  experi¬ 
ments  in  fishing.  Then,  if  both  the  creeper  and 
the  worm  fail  to  tempt  the  wily  trout,  have  re¬ 
course  to  a  small  minnow,  fished  well  up-stream 
on  the  finest  of  tackle — for  choice,  the  “Ariel” 
flight.  It  is  all  very  well  for  a  man  to  say, 
“Oh!  but  I  never  fish  anything  but  fly.”  My 
own  opinion  is,  that  the  sport  of  angling  means 
catching  fish,  but  if  a  man  finds  comfort  and 
satisfaction  in  thrashing  away  on  a  crystal  river 
under  a  blazing  sun  for  a  brace  of  fish,  or  per¬ 
chance  nothing  at  all,  well,  all  I  can  say  is,  “  Lit 
him  stick  to  it.”  I  prefer  to  wend  my  way 
honeAards  with  a  heavy  basket  taken  by  means 
of  the  bait  that  the  fish  are  feeding  on.— 
“  Halcyon,”  in  the  AYeekly  Edition  of  the  Leeds 
Mercury. 
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DEATH  OF  OUR  OLD  CONTRIBU¬ 
TOR,  “STORMY  PETREL.” 


It  is  with  great  regret  that  we  have  to  record 
the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Joseph  Harris,  late 
President  of  the  Isle  of  Man  Angling  Association, 
and  for  many  years  past  our  Isle  of  Man  corre¬ 
spondent,  under  the  nom  de  'plume  of  “  Stormy 
Petrel.”  After  a  long  and  most  friendly  corre¬ 
spondence  with  him,wehadthe  pleasureof  making 
his  personal  acquaintance  two  or  three  years  ago, 
and  found  that  the  genial  charm  of  his  letters 
was  simply  part  of  himself.  His  was  one  of  those 
magnetic  natures,  which,  apparently  without 
effort,  makes  itself  understood  and  beloved  ;  one 
of  those  transparently  honest  natures  which  com¬ 
bine  the  simplicity  of  the  child  with  the  most 
complete  manliness — gentle  as  a  child  and  bold 
as  a  lion.  We  had  occasion  often  to  refer  corre¬ 
spondents  who  wanted  information  about  the  fish¬ 
ing  to  be  obtained  in  the  Isle  of  Man  to  Mr. 
Harris,  and  it  was  so  common  a  thing  to  hear 
afterwards  from  them  of  the  great  kindness  they 
had  received  at  his  hands,  that  one  forgot  to 
some  extent  its  significance.  Certainly 
the  Fishing  Gazette  never  had  more  true 
or  loyal  friend ;  not  one  penny  would 
he  ever  accept  for  any  contributions 
or  service  rendered.  W^e  give  his 
portrait  with  this  notice,  and  also  some 
extracts  from  Isle  of  Man  newspapers 
to  show  the  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held.  For  some  long  time  past  he  had 
been  struggling  against  that  fell  disease, 
consumption,  and  many  cheery  but 
pathetic  letters  we  had  from  him.  And 
if  we,  who  only  hud  a  brief  personal 
acquaintance  with  him,  feel  that  we 
have  lost  a  dear  friend,  what  must  they 
feel  who  were  intimate  with  him.  On 
the  loss  sustained  by  his  widow  and 
young  family,  of  whom  he  always  wrote 
so  proudly  and  hopefully,  we  must  not 
dwell. 


the  late  MR.  S.  J.  HARRIS. 

From  the  Manx  Sun,  April  29,  1893. 

The  generation  of  Manxmen  now  grow¬ 
ing  old  will  recognise,  more  fully  than 
the  younger  residents,  the  loss  which 
has  fallen  upon  the  community  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Joseph  Harris, 
which  took  place  on  Thursday  evening 
at  his  residence,  Clifton  House,  Douglas. 

Mr.  Harris,  who  was  in  his  49Dh  year, 
had  been  ill  for  many  months,  and  it 
was  recognised  long  ago  that  his  malady 
could  only  have  one  ending,  but  only 
increasing  bodily  weakness  could  depress 
his  mental  energies.  For  a  week  or  two 
past  his  condition  had  been  really  critical, 
and  on  Wednesday  he  became  uncon¬ 
scious,  remaining  so  until  he  died  on 
Thursday  evening  at  half-nast  eight. 

Mr.  Harris,  who  was  the  eldest  son  of 
our  High-Bailiff  and  Yicar- General,  was 
born  in  184-f),  and  received  his  early 
education  from  1856  to  1858  at  Dr. 
Foresters  school  on  the  Crescent,  ’  Douglas, 
where  he  had  for  his  most  familiar  associates 
the  present  High  Bailiff  of  Ram.sey,  Mr  J  C 
Lamothe,  and  Mr.  ,1.  B.  Collister.  From 
that  school  he  "n'ent  to  Cheltenham  College, 
where  he  remained  several  years.  His  intended 
profession  was  that  of  an  advocate,  but  the  dry 
bones  of  legal  study  had  no  attractions  for  Mr. 
Harris,  and  he  made  no  serious  attempt  to 
enter  the  profession.  His  natural  bent  was 
towards  outdoor  sports,  and  for  many  years 
there  was  no  more  active  supporter  of  cricket, 
coursing,^  football,  and  athletics  generally  than 
Bussey  Harris,  as  he  was  called  by  his  inti¬ 
mates,  but  for  what  reason  has  always  remained 
a  mystery.  He  had  a  passionate  love  for  the  sea, 
and  was  never  more  at  home  than  when  sailing 
his  little  “greenback”  canoe  and  sharing  the 
work  of  the  sailors  on  larger  craft.  At  regattas 
and  aquatic  sports  the  programme  was  not  com¬ 
plete  wiihouc  his  name  as  commodore  or  vice  i 
and  we  may  say  no  one  was  more  widely  known 
or  more  deeply  revered  among  the  seafaring  i 
people  of  this  Island.  Mr.  Harris  was  the  first  I 
1  resident  of  the  Isle  of  Man  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion,  and  both  by  the  river  side  and  at  sea  he  ' 


was  thoroughly  versed  in  all  the  cunning  wiles 
of  the  fisherman,  the  habits  and  haunts  of  fish, 
and  the  finer  branches  of  the  gentle  art.  He 
was  an  enthusiastic  yachtsman,  and  had  a 
marvellous  memory  for  names  and  dates  in  con¬ 
nection  with  yacht  racing.  Besides  circum¬ 
navigating  the  Island  and  making  trips  to  the 
adjacent  shores,  Mr.  Harris  made  longer  voyages, 
having  sailed  twice  in  1868  and  1871  to  St. 
Michael’s  in  the  schooner  “  Bessy”  with  Captain 
W.  Corlett,  and  visited  all  the  other  islands  on 
both  occasions  —  Terceria,  St.  George,  Fayal, 
Graciqsia,  St.  Mary,  Pico,  and  Madeira.  On  the 
first  visit  Mr.  Harris  was  the  means  of  saving  from 
drowning  a  Captain  Cole,  who  had  been  swimming 
in  the  lake  at  St.  Michael’s.  In  1876  he  married 
the  widow  of  Mr  Hewson,  and  there  have  been 
three  children — Frederick,  Beatrice,  and  Mary, 
who  are  left  with  Mrs.  Harris  to  share  her  grief. 
In  the  April  of  1869  Mr.  Harris  was  appointed 
Deputy  Registrar  of  Deeds  for  the  Island,  which 
post  he  held  until  his  death.  He  was  an  old 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  having  passed 
through  the  chair  of  the  Athole  Lodge  in  1876, 
and  joined  the  Athole  R.A.  Chapter  in  1874. 


son  of  our  worthy  High-Bailiff.  Educated,  in 
his  early  days,  at  Forester’s  School,  on  the  Cres¬ 
cent,  Douglas — an  educational  institution  which 
has  turned  out  a  number  of  the  leading  men  in 
Douglas  of  to-day — he  afterwards  went  to  Chel¬ 
tenham  College.  On  returning  to  Douglas  he 
entered,  as  a  law  student,  the  office  of  Messrs. 
Harris  and  Adams.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  the  first-named  partner  in  the  firm  was  his 
father,  the  present  chief  magistrate,  and  the 
latter-named,  the  late  Clerk  of  the  Rolls.  In 
1869  Mr.  S.  J.  Harris  received  the  appointment 
of  Deputy  Registrar,  which  he  has  held  to  the 
time  of  his  decease.  Being  of  a  genial  disposi¬ 
tion,  and  most  lively  and  affable  temper,  Mr. 
S.  J.  Harris  was  extremely  popular  in  the 
island.  He  was  passionately  fond  of  all  kinds 
of  manly  sport,  and  especially  of  aquatic 
pursuits.  As  a  yachtsman  and  an  authority 
on  all  that  pertains  to  yachting  he  had  no 
equal.  His  information  on  the  subject  was 
profound  and  various,  and  his  judgment  was 
seldom  at  fault.  He  brought  several  famous 
yachts  up  to  the  winning  point,  both  in  English 
and  Manx  waters,  and  held  a  master’s  certificate 
of  competency.  He  often  officiated  as 
commodore  in  the  Manx  regattas,  and 
joyed  in  relating  stirring  tales  of  the 
days  when  these  events  were  much  more 
attractive  and  important  than  at  present. 
But  it  was  not  only  on  the  water  that 
Mr.  Harris’s  hearty  enjoyment  of  out¬ 
door  life  found  a  suitable  outlet.  He 
took  a  keen  interest  in  sport,  and  was 
for  years  judge  at  the  coursing  ma,tches 
on  Douglas  Head.  He  was  an  adept 
with  the  rod  and  line,  and  a  valued  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  to 
our  own  columns  on  piscatorial  matters. 
He  frequently  wrote  also  for  the  Yachts¬ 
man.  He  was  president  of  the  Isle  of 
Man  Anglers’  Society  from  its  start, 
and  presented  several  valuable  prizes  to 
that  institution.  No  man  had  a  more 
thorough  knowledge  of  our  Manx  streams 
than  Mr.  Harris,  and  it  was  only  last 
year  that  he  wrote  up  to  date  the  fishing 
articles  in  “  Brown’s  Popular  Guide,” 
and  which  articles  have  had  a  large  cir¬ 
culation  in  pamphlet  form. 


The  late  Mr.  S.  J.  Harrls. 
(“  Stormy  Petrel.”) 


When  the  Douglas  Steam  Navigation  was  formed 
in  1882,  Mr.  Harris  became  a  large  shareholder, 

I  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board.  He  was 
also  a  director  of  the  Mona  Steamship  Company 
I  from  its  creation  in  1888  down  to  his  decease, 
j  Mr.  Harris  was  a  firm  friend,  if  a  keen  critic,  and 
his  charity  and  generosity  are  too  well  known  to  j 
need  reference  here.  A  smart  and  facile  writer,  | 
he  frequently  contributed  to  the  columns  of  the 
I  Manx  Sun  and  other  Insular  journals,  and  his  ' 
I  letters  signed  “  Stormy  Petrel  ”  were  familiar  to 
I  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Field,  the  Yachts-  I 
j  man.  Land  and  Water,  and  other  periodicals.  It  I 
I  is  expected  that  the  funeral,  which  takes  place  on  I 
Monday  morning  at  9.30,  will  be  very  largely  ' 
attended.  The  members  of  the  Athole  Lodge  ' 
i  are  being  summoned  by  circular  to  be  present,  j 
and  no  doubt  other  Masonic  bodies  will  follow  ' 
this  example. 

From  the  Isle  of  Man  Times,  April  29,  1893. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Harris,  whose  long  illness  has  been  | 
a  theme  of  general  sympathy,  died  at  his  resi¬ 
dence,  Clifton,  on  Thursday  evening.  He  was 
born  in  March,  1844,  and  was,  therefore,  forty- 
nine  years  of  age.  He  was  the  only  surviving 


Death  of  an  Old  Fishing-Tackle 
Maker. — It  is  with  regret  we  announce 
the  death  of  Mr.  John  Whitesmith,  which 
took  place  at  his  residence  in  North 
Bendgate,  Bishop  Auckland,  on  Satur¬ 
day  morning  last.  Deceased  had  long 
been  resident  in  the  town,  and  was 
foreman  fly-tyer  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins, 
fishing-tackle  maker.  He  was  a  native 
of  Carlisle,  and  served  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  with  the  late  Mr.  Rowell,  a  noted 
fishing-tackle  manufacturer  of  Carlisle, 
with  whom  he  was  afterwards  foreman 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  subsequently 
entered  the  employment  of  Messrs.  P. 
Hutchinson  and  Son,  of  Kendal,  and 
then  transferred  his  services  to  Mr. 
Cummins,  of  the  North  of  England  Works,  in 
whose  employment  he  remained.  Deceased  was 
very  skilful  in  the  manufacture  of  flies,  and  was 
well  known  among  all  anglers  in  the  North.  He 
was  also  a  great  friend  of  the  late  Dicky  Routledge. 
of  Eden  notoriety.  Deceased  was  much  respected 
in  the  town.  For  the  last  few  years,  owing  to 
failing  health,  he  took  no  active  part  in  his 
business. 

Whale  Found  off  Shetland. — A  large  whale 
of  the  bottlenose  species  has  been  picked  up  and 
towed  into  North  Roe,  on  the  west  side  of  Shet¬ 
land.  It  was  found  by  a  fishing  boat,  floating  not 
very  far  from  land,  and  measured  28  feet  in 
length  and  10  feet  in  girth. 

Captai.v  Wickam  Jones,  attended  by  the  cele¬ 
brated  Jim  Hearns,  on  April  26,  killed  on 
Lough  Conn,  two  salmon  weighing  121b.  and 
271b.  respectively.  Not  within  the  recollection 
of  man  has  such  a  splendid  fi.sh  been  captured  on 
the  lake.  The  fish  was  taken  on  a  newly  invented 
fly  of  Jim’s  named  in  honour  of  the  gallant  Cap¬ 
tain’s  regiment,  “  The  Royal  Sussex  Fancy.”  The 
smaller  fish  was  taken  on  “  Skin  the  Goat.” — 
Ballina  Jourtial. 
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YELLOW  FEVER. 


“  Oh  that  we  two  were  Maying.” 

“  How  I  have  been  looking  forward  to  this 
day,  and  what  a  ghastly  sell  it  is  !  ]Sr<»ar  the  end 
of  May,  if  you  please,  and  an  icy  north-easter 
shrieking  down  the  valley,  and  tons  of  weeds 
coming  down  the  main  river.  True,  I  might  put  on 
a  big  fly,  and  ‘chuck  and  chance  it,’  down  stream 
in  the  lower  water,  where  it  runs  too  slow  to  be 
fishable,  except  on  a  rough  day.  So  they  say,  at 
least.  I  don’t  complain  of  the  water  at  any  time 
when  you  can  put  a  line  up  stream.  But  1  came 
for  sport — and  chuck  and  chance  it  in  a  wind  if 
you  catch  nothing  is  boredom  incarnate,  and  if 
you  catch,  is  undistinguishable  from  murder. 

.  .  .  Not  a  fish  moving  anywhere.  .  .  . 

Let’s  come  out  of  this,  and  get  into  the  hut  and 
talk  flies.  .  .  . 

“What’s  that?  Water  rat,  you  think.  Look 
again.  Head  and  tail  rise  —  another.  There 
goes  another.  Man,  let’s  slip  across  and  get 
under  shelter  of  the  spinney,  and  if  we  don’t 
have  the  grandest  twenty  minutes  ever  known — 
call  me  Ananias  and  Sapphira.  Into  the  punt 
with  you.  Landina-net,  please.  Over  we  go ! 
Out  with  you,  quick  !  Not  a  second  to  lose. 

“  Now  we’re  out  of  the  wind.  Just  enough 
behind  us  to  help  out  the  line,  and  the  only 
smooth  reach  of  the  river  for  miles  before  us. 

“What  shall  you  put  up?  Whitchurch,  my 
boy!  Whitchurch,  by  all  that’s  holy!  If  you 
haven’t  any,  pick  my  pocket  and  be  off.  There 
goes  a  fish  under  the  opposite  bank.  There  he 
comes  again,  and  again,  2pb.  if  he’s  an  ouhce, 
and  mad  on  the  feed.  Out  of  reach  ?  Not  a  bit 
of  it.  See  that.  If  he  won’t  have  that  he  won’t 
have  anything.  .  .  .  Ah !  Habet. 

#  #  #  *  * 

“  Do  you  see  any  more  rises  ?  I’m  afraid  it’s 

all  over.  Hasn’t  lasted  twenty  minutes.  How 
ha, ve  you  done  ?  Yes;  a  good  brace.  What  do 
you  think  of  these?  All  on  Whitchurch — 
double  cypher — a  grand  fly  !  ’’ 

Wing. — Pale  starling. 

Body. — Yellow  floss  silk. 

Legs. — Palish  ginger  cock’s  hackle. 

WhisJcs. — To  match  legs. 

Hook. — 00  for  preference,  or  0,  very  occasion¬ 
ally  1.  I  don’t  believe  in  treble  cyphers. 

I  think  this  is  almost  the  best  of  the  Yellows 
He  can  be  dressed  in  a  variety  of  shades — lighter 
as  the  season  advances,  and  you  can  use  wool  for 
the  body  at  times  with  advantage. 

Last  year  I  was  down  here  for  the  May-fly, 
and,  in  two  disappointing  days,  I  got  three  brace 
out  of  my  total  of  six  and  a-half  brace  with  this 
little  chap,  the  rest  falling  to  the  May-fly.  The 
trout  went  on  taking  the  Whitchurch  till  after 
seven  in  the  evening,  and  I  killed  a  brace  in  my 
last  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Often  in  May-fly  time  a  paler  shade  of  yellow 
will  do  better  at  midday,  when  the  trout  will 
desert  the  Green  Drake  to  line  the  banks  and  kiss 
down  the  Pale  Yellow  Duns,  almost  without 
breaking  the  surface.  Mr.  Halford  gives  a 
capital  pattern  known  as  Flight’s  Fancy. 

Wings. — Palest  starling 
Body. — Very  pale  yellow  floss  silk. 

Bib. — Fine  flat  gold. 

Legs. — Pale  buff  Cochen  cock. 
whisks  — To  match. 

Hook. — 00. 

His  other  patterns  are  (1  and  2)  the  Medium 
and  Pale  Olive  Quills,  and  (.3)  Pale  Olive  Dun. 
The  former  are  too  well  known  to  require  descrip¬ 
tion.  The  third  bears  repetition. 

Wing. — Pale  starling. 

Body. — Pale  yellowish  floss. 

Bib. — White  hair  from  Polar  bear. 

Legs. — White  cock’s  hackle  dyed. 

Whisk. — Medium  olive. 

Hook. — 0,  00,  or  000. 

He  also  gives  a  Hare’s  Ear  Quill — a  common 
Olive  Quill,  with  hare’s  face  legs  and  Drake’s 
Extractor. 

Wings. — Light  starling. 

Body. — Pale  yellow  olive  floss. 

Bib. — Fine  gold  wire. 

Leg. — White  cock’s  hackle,  dyed  in  green  olive 
and  carried  to  tail. 

Whisk. — Cock’s  beard  hackled,  similarly  dyed. 
Hook. — 0,  00,  and  000. 

But  the  greatest  of  these  is  Whitchurch. 


The  late  George  Currell,  of  Winchester,  had  a 
pattern  which  he  called  “the  Irresistible.” 

Wing. — Medium  starling. 

Body. — Cream  coloured  mohair  or  silk. 

Bibbing  — Fine  flat  gold  or  silver. 

Legs. — Buff  Cochin  cock. 

Whisks. — Same. 

Another  pet  pattern  of  his  was  called  Little 
Carter. 

Wing. — Medium  starling. 

Body. — Dubbing  of  sheep’s  wool  torn  up  with 
one  white  and  one  deep  yellow  silkworm  cocoon 
in  proportions  of  two  of  wool  to  one  of  silk. 

Legs. — Dubbing  picked  out. 

Whisks. — Sable  tail,  three  fibres. 

Hook. — 00  or  0. 

I  could  give  a  dozen  more  of  his  dressings,  but 
refrain  in  mercy. 

His  old-fashioned  Primrose  Dun  is,  however, 
too  good  and  too  typical  to  pass  over. 

Wings. — Light  starling. 

Body. — Primrose  floss. 

Tag  — Turn  of  gold. 

Legs. — Light  honey  dun  or  pale  ginger. 

Whisk. — Three  fibres  ginger  cock. 

Hook.— 00. 

Currell  made  a  great  study  of  the  Olive  Dun, 
and  his  patterns  exhibit  a  greater  variety  than 
those  of  any  angling  author  I  know  of. 

Ogden’s  Hare’s  Ear  is  just  the  same  fly  as 
Whitchurch,  only  that  instead  of  having  a  floss 
body,  the  yellow  tying  silk  is  displayed,  and  the 
ginger  hackle  is  replaced  by  ginger  or  cinnamon- 
coloured  stout  hairs  from  the  face  of  a  hare.  The 
best-looking  pattern  I  ever  saw  of  this  fly  was 
tied  by  Mrs.  Eichardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames, 
or  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith— I  forget 
which.  They  no  doubt  inherit  the  patterns  from 
Ogden,  the  original  inventor.  Ogden  gives  a 
pattern  of  Yellow  Dun  which  is  not  unlike  Whit¬ 
church,  only  the  body  is  not  of  floss  silk.  It 
runs  : — 

Wing. — Young  (f.e.,  pale)  starling. 

Body. — Yellow  silk  waxed  with  white  wax. 

Legs. — Two  turns  of  a  good  yellow  dun  hackle. 
Whisk. — Two  strands  of  honey  dun  hackle, 
rather  long. 

What  he  means  by  a  yellow  dun,  as  distin¬ 
guished  from  a  honey  dun  hackle,  I  don’t  know, 
unless  it  means  brassy  dun. 

Then  he  says  the  dunterel  hackle  on  this  body 
is  very  deadly,  both  for  trout  and  grayliug. 
This  is  the  famous  Dotterel  and  Yellow  of  the 
North.  When  dotterel  is  not  to  be  had,  the 
starling  (inside  wing)  supplies  a  substitute. 

Ogden  gives  another  Yellow  Dun,  of  a  nonde¬ 
script  character,  which  he  calls  Ogden’s  Fancy. 

It  is  a  sort  of  cross  between  a  Wicknam’s  Fancy 
and  a  Yellow  Dun. 

Here  is  an  idea,  for  the  fly-dresser,  to  try  the 
effect  of  crossina  a  series  of  patterns.  This  would 
be  more  plausible  if  there  were  any  tendency  on 
the  part  of  standard  patterns  to  die  of  in  and  in 
breeding. 

Ogden’s  Fancy  is  dressed  thus  : — 

Wings. — Broad  and  upright — light  starling. 

Body. — Yellow  silk  waxed  with  white  wax. 

Tag. —  Gold,  two  turns. 

Legs. — Bright  red  cock’s  hackle  with  black  root 
(and  black  centre  for  preference),  ribbed  from 
head  to  tail.  Blood  red  or  mahogany -coloured 
hackle  for  a  variety. 

Whisks. — Three  strands  red  cock’s  hackle. 

Rook. — 0  to  5  or  6. 

I  have  no  experience  of  the  fly,  but  Ogden  re¬ 
commends  it  for  dry  fly  work. 

Foster  of  Ashbourne’s  patterns  of  the  Yellow 
Dun  are  three  in  number  : 

(1)  Wings. — Young  starling  or  fieldfare  quill 
feather. 

Body. — Palish  yellow  mohair,  mixed  with  a 
little  pale  blue  fur,  spun  on  palish  yellow  silk. 

Legs. — Light  dun  hackle  freckled  with  yellow. 

(2)  June  Shade  (Golden  Dun) — 

Wing. — Young  starling. 

Body — Deep  yellow  tying  silk. 

Bib. — Fine  gold  wire. 

Legs. — Palish  dun  hackle,  freckled  with  yellow. 
This  looks  like  a  pale  yellow  Greenwell’s  Glory. 

(3)  Common  Yellow  Dun — 

Same  dressing  minus  the  tinsel. 

Not  a  great  difference  from  Whitchurch  and 
Ogden. 

Theakston,  strangely  enough,  overlooks  the 
Yellow  Dun  entirely. 


Walbran,  in  addition  to  south  country  patterns, 
gives  us  several  north  country  dressings,  e.g , 
Snipe  Bloa : 

Wings. — (Hackled).  Inside  jack  snipe’s  wing. 
Body. — Straw-coloured  silk. 

Hook. — No.  1. 

(2)  Dotterel  Dun — described  above. 

(3)  Yellow  Dun  (winged). 

Wing. — Young  starling’s  quill  feather. 

Bod?/..— Lemon-coloured  silk  waxed  and  un¬ 
twisted  in  wrapping  on,  so  as  to  show  a  rib. 

Leys.— Olive  stained  hackle. 

Hook. — No.  1. 

This  is  the  Yellow-legged  Bloa  of  Jackson. 
Pritt  gives  us  the  Snipe  Bloa  again,  and  a 
Yellowy-legged  Bloa  differing  from  Foster’s  com¬ 
mon  Yellow  Dun  only  in  the  injunction  to  wax 
well  the  silk  to  form  the  body,  and  in  having  a 
Cochin  hen’s  ginger  hackle  instead  of  a  honey 
dun.  But  Whitchurch  is  tied  indifferently  with 
Cochin  ginger  hackle  or  honey  dun. 

The  Poult  Bloa  is  a  floss-bodied  pattern  tied 
hacklewise  with  the  blue  feather  from  under 
the  wing  of  a  young  grouse  killed  in  August  or 
thereabouts. 

Francis  Francis  is  “  inclined  to  think  this  fly 
is  but  a  modification  or  sort  of  second  crop  of 
the  Blue  Dun.”  Just  Foster’s  theory.  Francis 
says  it  comes  on  more  during  the  middle  of  the 
day  than  at  morning  or  evening.  That  may  be 
true  enough  of  April,  but  as  the  feast  of  St.  May¬ 
fly  comes  round,  1  have  observed  three  distinct 
hatches  of  this  little  insect  in  a  day.  One  before 
the  Green  Drake  began  to  show,  one  in  the  mid- 
day  interval,  and  a  third  after  the  flopping  was 
over  for  the  day. 

^  Francis  Francis  says  many  wise  words  of  the 
Yellow  Dun,  and  sums  up  all  the  authorities 
most  capably.  Thus,  “  the  body  is  of  all  shades 
of  yellow  from  straw  colour  to  a  very  pronounced 
yellow,  and  so  almost  to  the  colour  known  as 
gosling  green  or  a  sort  of  pale  olive.  Here  again 
nothing  comes  near  the  quill  body,  if  you  can  get 
it  of  the  right  colour.  Silk  you  may  use,  but  if 
you  do  it  must  be  many  shades  lighter  than  the 
fly  on  the  water,  for  as  soon  as  it  is  wet  the  colour 
deepens  very  much,  and  it  also  spoils  after  once 
or  twice  using  ;  though  in  some  of  the  very 
light  shades  floss  silk  gives  that  watery  impal¬ 
pable  look  which  the  bodies  of  some  duns  have  i.i 
a  marked  degree,  nothing  else  does.  The  legs 
should  be  made  of  a  delicate  honey  dun  hen’s 
hackle.  ...  If  the  angler  cannot  get  it,  he 
may  use  the  hackle  of  a  light  buff  Cochin  China 
hen  «hich  practically  does  almost  as  well.  .  .  . 

It  is  well  to  have  bodies  of  different  hues.  The 
wing  should  be  taken  from  the  wing  of  a  young 
starling,  being  a  lighter  colour,  and  having  a 
finer  texture  than  an  old  one.  The  tail  is  short 
and  limp,  and  the  angler  may  use  two  small 
strands  of  the  buff  Cochin  hackle.” 

There  !  In  these  few  sentences  Francis  Francis 
has  summed  up  with  the  most  perfect  accuracy 
and  lucidity  all  that  h>is  been  rightly  said  by  all 
the  authors  about  the  Yellow  Dun.  It  is  the  last 
word  on  the  subject,  and  a  typical  example  of 
his  marvellous  thoroughne.ss. 

Probably  there  is  no  fly  imitated  in  Britain  the 
various  patterns  of  which  differ  less  among  them¬ 
selves  than  the  Yellow  Dun.  Look  at  the  varie¬ 
ties  of  the  Blue  Dun.  Look  at  the  wild  vagaries 
of  the  Olive  and  the  March  Brown  and  the  Iron 
Blue,  ond  be  thankful  for  the  primitive  simplicity' 
of  your  Yellow  Dun. 

All  that  I  have  said  of  the  Yellow  Dun  hitherto 
is,  comparatively  speaking,  modern  history,  but 
the  subject  could  not  be  called  complete  without 
an  historical  retrospect. 

The  first  mention  of  the  Yellow  Dun  is  not  in 
Walton’s  list,  but  in  Cotton’s.  It  is  No.  5,  and 
the  description  runs  thus  : — 

“There  is  also  a  Yellow  Dun  ;  the  dubbing  of 
camel’s  hair,  and  yellow  camlet  or  wool,  mixed, 
and  a  white  grey  wing.” 

Camlet  is  not  now  attainable.  Camels’  hair 
(outside  of  paint  brushes)  is  not  easily  accessible, 
but  the  pattern  looks  a  likely  one ;  and,  when  all 
is  said  and  done,  1  cannot  allege  that  we  have 
made  much  advance  on  Cotton’s  days.  Yet,  to 
have  arrived  at  his  stage  of  perfection,  think 
what  patient  study  and  observation  genera¬ 
tions  of  silent,  unrecorded,  unremembered,  dead 
anglers  must  have  given  to  the  evolution  of 
this  fly. 

This  is  much,  but  for  downright  genius  and 


330 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[May  6,  1893 


intuitive  insight  commend  me  to  the  man  who  in¬ 
vented  the  Hare’s  Ear. 

Richard  Bowlker,  writing  in  1766,  is  my  next 
author  ;  and,  curiously  enough,  he  overlooks  the 
Yellow  Dun  altogether. 

Robert  Salter,  writing  in  1811,  gives  “  the 
Camlet  Fly,”  with  a  wing  of  pale  blue  under  wood 
pigeon’s  wing  and  a  body  of  yellow  camlet ;  but 
as  he  describes  the  fly  as  appearing  in  March, 
probably  this  is  not  meant  for  the  Yellow  Dun. 

Pulman’s  Yellow  Dun  is  dressed  thus: 

IFinr/. — Thrush  or  starling,  erect. 

Body. — Yellow  marten’s  fur  mixed  with  blue 
hare,  rabbit,  or  squirrel’s  fur. 

Legs. — Fine  light  blue  hen’s  hackle. 

WhisTc. — From  large  yellow  hackle. 

Jackson’s  Yellow  -  legged  Bloa  is  thus  de¬ 
scribed  : 

Wing.  —  Inside  dotterel  or  teal  or  light 
starling. 

Body. — Straw-coloured  waxed  silk. 

Legs. — Greenish-yellow  hackle. 

Whisk. — Two  strands  of  same. 

“  Teesdale  Angler  ”  (Lakeland),  in  his  extra¬ 
ordinary  ill-digested  book,  gives  practically  the 
same  dressing. 

Hofland,  writing  in  1839,  gives  as  a  dressing  of 
his  “  Pale  Yellow  Dun”: 

Wing. — Lightest  (young)  starling. 

Body. — Yellow  mohair  or  marten’s  pale  yellow 
fur,  tied  with  yellow  silk. 

Hook. — Ho.  12. 

Marten’s  fur  is  practically  unobtainable  now. 

Hofland  also  gives  among  his  patterns  for  the 
Conway  the  following,  which  looks  like  a  Yellow 
Dun : 

Legs  and  Wings. — Bright  dun  hen  hackle 
(hacklewise). 

Body. — Yellow  mohair. 

Hook. — Ho.  10. 

Theakston  curiously  omits  the  fly. 

Blacker  (1843)  recommends  a  wing  of  thrush  or 
landrail  and  a  yellow  grizzle  hackle,  and  in  a 
hackled  pattern  a  “  yellow  dun  body  ribbed  with 
light  green  silk.” 

Ronalds  (1849)  gives  an  ordinary  enough 
dressing ; 

Wings. — Pale  starling. 

Body. — Yellow  mohair  mixed  with  pale  blue 
mouse  fur  or  yellowish  silk  well  waxed  to  olive 
tint. 

Legs. — Light  yellow  dun  hackle  (whatever  that 
means),  or 

Buzz. — Light  dun  hackle  on  same  body. 

Halcyon  (Wade)  in  his  stupendous  collection  of 
dressings  gives  no  fewer  than  nine  different 
dressings  of  the  fly  under  no  less  than  seven 
different  names,  apparently  without  a  glimmer¬ 
ing  consciousness  that  the  same  fly  was  meant. 
The  names  are  “  Snipe  Bloa  (a  winged  pattern). 
Yellow  Legs,  Yellow  Dun  or  Bloa,  Light  Bloa, 
Bloa  and  Yellow,  Moor  Poult  and  Yellow,  and 
Yellow  Dun  or  Bloa  Ho.  2.  T  haven’t  the  courage 
to  inflict  such  a  batch  of  dressings  on  you, 
and  shall  content  myself  with  calling  attention 
to  the  peculiarities  of  the  patterns  where  such 
exist. 

Snipe  Bloa  is  winged  with  snipe,  and  has  a 
magpie  (herl)  head. 

”  Yellow  Legs”  is  winged  with  “  lightest  golden 
plover  or  dotterel.”  This,  of  course,  means  the 
quill  feather.  I  don’t  own  any  dotterel,  but  I 
know  the  quill  feather  of  the  gold  plover  gives 
some  lovely  pale  shades  of  white. 

“  Yellow  Dun  or  Bloa  ”  is  indefinitely  described 
as  winged  with  “  woodpecker,”  but  which  bird 
of  that  class  furnishes  that  material  Mr.  Wade 
carefully  omits. 

“  Light  Bloa  ”  is  winged  with  snipe  or  blue 
fieldfare.  Some  lovely  pale  shades  are  to  be  had 
from  the  fieldfare.  The  snipe  is  somewhat  dark 
for  the  Yellow  Dun  wing  according  to  my  taste. 

”  Bloa  and  Yellow  ”  presents  no  novel  feature. 

Moor  Poult  and  YYllow  is  a  winged  rendering 
of  our  old  friend  Poult  Bloa. 

Yellow  Dun  or  Bloa  Ho.  2  adds  nothing  to  our 
resources., 

Historically  it  is  hard  to  place  Aldam’s  Yellow 
Dun,  but  obviously  it  is  an  old  pattern,  and  pre¬ 
cedes  by  many  years  many  that  we  have  been 
discussing. 

HTjijr. — Light  starling. 

Body. — Buff  Berlin  wool  on  gold-coloured  silk, 

Ijegs. — Rich  buff  Cochin’s  hackle. 

1  must  give  you,  to  wind  up  with,  a  Scotch 


dressing  from  Webster’s  “  The  Angler  and  the 
Loop  Rod.” 

Wing. — Canary  or  corn  bunting. 

Body. — Straw-coloured  silk. 

Legs. — Light  yellow  hackle. 

Hook. — Ho.  1  Adlington. 

And  now,  as  the  wind  has  dropped,  there  is  a 
chance  of  an  evening  rise — and,  if  you  are  not 
above  taking  my  advice,  I  would  recommend  you 
to  put  up  a  fresh  Whitchurch,  and  get  into  posi¬ 
tion  by  the  shallow  just  above  the  railway  bridge 
— and  here’s  “  Tight  lines  to  you.” — Yal  Conson. 


ABOUT  THAMES  TROUT. 


By  C.  H.  W. 


The  great  charm  in  Thames  trouting  is  that 
you  never  know  how  long  it  will  take  you  to  get 
a  fish  ;  you  may  hook  one  the  first  time  the  bait 
runs  down  the  weir,  or  you  may  try  for  weeks, 
nay,  months,  and  not  have  the  satisfaction  of 
reaching  the  “  Ultima  Thule  ”  of  an  angler’s  de¬ 
light.  When  you  have  landed  your  first  fish, 
especially  if  he  happened  to  be  a  thoroughly 
game  one,  the  intense  liking  for  the  sport  will 
never  leave  you  ;  all  honour  to  those  who  try  long 
and  patiently  before  meeting  with  the  success 
they  deserve. 

There  is  a  fascination  about  this  particular 
branch  of  angling  which  is  most  entrancing ;  the 
fish  is  so  scarce  (though  of  late  years,  perhaps,  a 
little  more  plentiful) ;  giving  such  noble  play 
when  hooked,  and  is  so  beautiful  when  landed. 
The  glorious  tints  of  a  freshly  caught  Thames 
trout,  when  in  the  pink  of  condition,  must  be 
seen  to  be  thoroughly  enjoyed;  it  is  impossible  to 
adequately  describe  them  on  paper,  there  is  a 
peculiar  gloss  and  silvery  sheen  which  never 
returns  an  hour  after  the  fish  is  dead,  and  some¬ 
times,  soon  after  death,  great  yellow  blotches  as 
big  as  the  palm  of  one’s  hand  appear  on  the  fish  ; 
they  clear  off  again,  but  1  cannot  account  for  this 
phenomenon.  When  just  out  of  the  water,  the 
fish  shines  and  sparkles  in  a  way  that  is  never 
reproduced,  however  skilfully  he  may  be  set  up  ; 
therefore  I  say,  catch  one,  and  enjoy  his  perfect 
beauty. 

Then  again,  the  fish  is  artful  and  shy  beyond 
all  belief.  I  should  say  that  most  fish  over  71b. 
in  weight  have  been  hooked  at  least  once  in  the 
course  of  their  existence.  Directly  a  trout  takes 
up  his  quarters  in  a  known  spot,  he  is  tried  for 
again  and  again,  and  I  am  perfectly  sure  he 
knows  as  well  as  possible  which  bleak  to  take 
and  which  to  refuse.  More  than  once  I  have  seen 
a  trout  take  a  bait  within  two  feet  of  the  one  I  was 
trying  him  with — this  in  quite  open  water,  where 
both  baits  must  have  been  clearly  visible  to  his 
lordship.  If  this  does  not  betoken  knowledge  on 
the  trout’s  part,  what  else  is  it  P  Chance  ?  I 
trow  not. 

To  see  a  fish  you  have  long  tried  for,  take  bait 
after  bait,  day  after  day,  in  the  same  place,  and 
at  nearly  the  same  time,  and  each  time  reject 
yours,  leaves  chance  out  of  the  question.  To 
begin  with,  trout  have  the  keenest  sight,  the 
glitter  of  a  hook,  a  shiny  piece  of  gut,  the  line 
dragging  in  the  water,  or  perhaps  the  bait 
swimming  a  little  unnaturally,  warns  an  old 
artful  fish  as  surely  as  if  you  pitched  a  paving 
stone  ill  front  of  him  for  his  inspection.  How¬ 
ever,  sooner  or  later,  through  some  change  of  the 
weather  or  water,  or  by  using  a  larger  or  smaller 
bait,  or  different  tackle,  you  will  get  hold  of  him ; 
then  woe  betide  the  angler  who  indulges  in  cheap 
tackle  and  insufficient  running  line  ;  a  smash  is 
almost  the  certain  result.  The  fish  you  have  seen 
so  constantly,  and  tried  for  so  patiently,  may 
have  a  snug  resting-place  forty  yards  away  ;  you 
have  only  seen  him  when  he  feeds,  but  be  sure 
that  he  will  bolt  for  that  place  immediately  he  is 
hooked,  be  it  where  it  may.  Let  your  line  but 
catch  in  the  winch  or  elsewhere  during  his  first 
grand  rush  and  you  will  never  forget  the 
disaster. 

The  fun  is  not  all  over  even  when  the  fish  is 
within  reach  of  t  he  landing  net.  I  once  brought  a 
trout  to  the  bank  no  less  than  four  times,  three 
times  he  rushed  off,  apparently  as  fresh  as  ever, 
but  at  my  fourth  careful  attempt  his  gallant 
heart  failed  him,  but  not  through  want  of 
courage;  he  had  fought  so  resolutely,  and  so 
bitterly,  that  when  we  laid  him  on  the  grass  he 


just  gave  one  flap  of  his  broad  tail  and  a  sharp 
quiver,  and  never  moved  again.  There  is  no 
living  for  days  after  being  landed  in  the  case  oi 
a  trout,  he  fights  till  he  dies.  A  lubberly  old  carp 
thinks  nothing  of  keeping  alive,  with  the  help  of 
a  little  damp  moss,  for  a  long  while  ;  not  that  _I 
despise  carp  or  carp  fishing,  for  an  old  carp  is 
nearly  as  difficult  to  catch  as  a  Thames  trout,  he 
has  none  of  the  fiery  dash  about  him  at  feeding 
time  that  betrays  many  a  gallant  trout  to  his  end, 
though  by  careful  baiting  you  can  inveigle  a 
pond  carp  more  easily  than  is  generally  known. 

Strange,  but  true,  to  relate,  the  first  Thames 
trout  I  ever  caught  was  on  the  very  first  day  I 
ever  tried  for  one ;  how  few  anglers  have  been  so 
lucky  !  Though  he  was  quite  a  small  fish  of  four 
pounds,  I  was  intensely  proud  of  him ;  finding, 
playing,  and  landing  him  by  myself,  though  I 
was  quite  a  lad  then.  I  kept  a  small  dinghy  at 
Constable’s,  Moulsej*,  and  one  fine  Saturday 
afternoon  I  sculled  up  to  Sunbury,  intending  to 
sail  back ;  while  waiting  for  the  lock  to  be  opened, 
I  saw  a  trout  move  in  the  eddy  some  considerable 
distance  below  the  gates.  I  distinctly  saw  the 
fish,  and  knew  I  was  not  mistaken,  though  it 
seemed  such  a  queer  place  for  a  trout.  I  made 
careful  note  of  the  spot,  and  on  the  following 
Wednesday  sculled  up  again,  after  procuring  a 
few  baits  from  Smith,  at  Hampton  Court,  and 
anchored  the  dinghy  within  easy  throwing  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  spot  where  I  had  seen  the  fish  move, 
I  remember  to  this  day  the  fever  of  excitement  I 
was  in  ;  1  could  hardly  put  the  bait  on  the  flight. 
The  first  throw  nothing  happened  ;  the  second  was 
also  fruitless ;  but  the  third  resulted  in  a  great 
boil  in  the  water  and  a  sudden  tug,  and,  to  my 
unbounded  surprise,  I  was  fast  in  a  Thames  trout. 
I  was  using  a  tiny  little  spinning  rod  and  fine 
tackle,  and  really  for  some  time  hardly  knew 
what  I  was  up  to ;  the  largest  trout  1  had  ever 
killed  before,  being  a  brook  trout  of  about  a  pound 
in  weight.  'The  net  I  had  with  me  was  only  fit 
to  land  a  roach,  but  by  the  greatest  luck  I  had 
the  sense  to  play  my  fish  until  he  was  quite  done, 
and  successfully  lifted  him  at  the  fir.st  trial. 

What  a  proud  lad  I  was  !  The  trout  seemed 
such  a  monster,  and  he  happened  to  be  a  beauti¬ 
fully  spotted  little  fish.  I  admired  him  for  a  long 
while  before  taking  the  hooks  out  of  him.  Some 
men  dredging  the  shallow  further  up  the  river, 
saw  me  land  him,  and  the  river  keeper,  either 
Drew  or  Stroud,  I  forget  which,  soon  hove  in 
sight  to  view  my  prey. 

Hear  you  have  got  a  trout,  sir ;  may  I  see 
him  P  ” 

“Certainly.  I  got  him  spinning,  and  jolly 
pleased  I  am.” 

Out  came  the  keeper’s  foot-rule.  “Hice  little 
fish,  sir ;  congratulate  you  on  your  success.”  I 
was  quite  “  moithered  ”  by  all  this  attention,  but 
did  not  then  know  what  an  excitement  even  a 
small  Thames  trout  causes,  and  how  careful  the 
keepers  are  to  see  that  undersized  fish  are  not 
retained.  We  basely  ate  him ;  in  those  days  I 
knew  not  Cooper,  and  have  always  regretted 
this.  I  should  now  dearly  like  to  have  my  first 
trout  to  look  at,  among  some  of  those  I  have  since 
taken.  Capturing  this  fish  fairly  set  me  off  on 
the  sport,  and  though  I  had  caught  roach  and 
dace  and  such  small  deer  down  in  Hortolk  ever 
since  1  was  big  enough  to  be  trusted  to  go  near 
the  river,  the  idea  of  landing  a  trout  weighing 
41b.  had  never  entered  my  wildest  imaginations. 
From  small  beginnings  there  are  great  endings. 
If  I  had  not  happened  to  see  this  fish  while  wait¬ 
ing  for  Sunbury  Lock  to  be  opened,  I  might 
never  have  thought  about  trouting  at  all,  and 
the  many,  many  happy  days  I  have  since  spent 
on  Old  Father  'I’hames  in  pursuit  of  my  favourite 
sport  would  never  have  been  enjoyed.  In  fair 
weather  and  in  foul,  in  flood  and  in  drought,  late 
and  early,  with  good  luck  sometimes,  and  much 
more  bad  ditto  at  others,  I  have  ever  since  stuck 
to  it ;  never  objecting  to  hard  work  when 
required.  The  great  secret  of  the  whole  thing  is 
patience,  and  a  strong  determination  to  bear  up 
against  disappointment. 

What  “  wrinkles  ”  you  learn,  what  dodges  you 
try,  and  how  intuitively  you  seem  to  know  a  fish’s 
habits  after  a  while,  and  the  exact  spot  to  find 
him.  All  this  is  only  to  be  experienced  by  the 
man  who  will  work  for  himself,  and  use  his  own 
brains  ;  it  is  not  done  by  letting  someone  else  do 
it  all  for  you.  One  thing  I  have  always  prided 
myself  on,  I  have  fished  fair,  using  tackle  tit  for 
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the  sport,  and  treating  a  trout  as  he  deserves  to 
be  treated.  I  have  made  a  point  of  never  bearing 
jealousy  to  a  brother  angler  more  successful  than 
myself,  and  have  always  tried  to  act  on  a  give 
and  take  principle  throughout ;  bub  this  has 
always  vexed  me,  and  always  will,  viz.,  to  see  a 
man  using  coarse,  wretched  stuff,  only  fit 
for  pike,  when  trout  fishing.  This  simply 
precludes  all  idea  of  real  sport;  it  is  a 
matter  of  “  hook  him  and  hold  him  ”  only, 
and  makes  the  true  sportsman  almost  weep  at 
the  butchery  of  a  noble  fish.  What  beautiful 
finesse  and  skill,  play  and  touch,  are  completely 
lost  to  the  angler  (?)  who  uses  a  twisted  gut  trace 
and  a  jack  rod  for  a  Thames  trout !  Only  those 
who  possess  the  skill  and  knowledge  required 
for  the  use  of  properly  fine  tackle,  can  ever 
experience  to  the  full  the  bliss  of  playing  such  a 
fish.  What  a  pity  it  is  that  many  will  not 
consider  this ;  their  one  idea  being  to  land  a  trout 
almost  immediately  he  is  hooked ;  simply  meaning 
to  have  the  fish  and  not  caring  about  the  sport 
— chacun  d  son  gout — bub  does  anyone  kill  a 
partridge  or  a  pheasant  with  a  duck  gun  ?  Why 
then  should  a  nobly  game  fish  be  slaughtered 
with  jack  tackle  ?  This  is  one  of  the  evils  of 
“  pot  hunting  once  this  possesses  a  man  he 
loses  all  sense  of  fair  play  in  whatever  branch 
of  sport  his  tastes  lie ;  and  I  cannot  understand 
how  anyone  can  use  two  rods  at  once  on  a  weir 
when  trouting,  and  still  consider  himself  a  sports¬ 
man  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word.  He  is  destroy¬ 
ing  his  own  chance,  and  the  chances  of  others  as 
well ;  for  if  a  trout  be  hooked  by  the  tackle  he 
has  left  to  fish  for  itself  at,  perhaps,  the  far  end 
of  the  weir,  what  is  almost  the  invariable 
result?  Why,  there  is  a  sudden  bend  of  the 
rod,  a  scream  from  the  winch,  and  the  line 
slackens,  either  being  clean  broken,  or  the  fish 
has  gone  away,  hard  pricked,  having  learnt  a 
lesson  he  will  never  forget.  If  he  has  broken 
the  tackle,  and  the  hooks  remain  in  him,  it  is 
ten  chances  to  one  the  fish  will  die,  and  be  picked 
np  some  few  days  afterwards  in  a  semi-putrid 
condition.  It  takes  very  little  injury  in  the 
mouth  or  throat  to  kill  a  trout ;  he  is  not  like  a 
great  hard-mouthed  jack  with  jaws  a  foot  long; 
a  trout’s  mouth  is  quite  a  different  shape  and 
style,  and  the  vital  organs  are  more  easily 
affected.  Besides  this,  the  use  of  two  rods,  in 
some  weirs,  quite  prevents  anyone  else  fishing; 
and  when  I  renewed  my  weir  permit  for  the 
present  season,  I  wrote  to  the  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy  on  the  subject,  saying  that  I  hoped  the 
matter  would  be  particularly  considered  in  the 
new  bye-laws.  When  my  permit  was  forwarded 
to  me  I  was  informed  that  the  matter  should 
have  attention,  and  can  only  hope  that  the  “  two 
rod  business  ”  will  be  strictly  prohibited  on  all 
weirs  under  their  control.*  Having  had  my  little 
“  growl,”  which  has  immensely  relieved  my 
feelings,  I  gladly  return  to  a  more  pleasant 
subject. 

It  is  one  thing  to  stroll  down  to  the  river  and 
land  a  fine  fish  almost  instantly,  which  sometimes 
happens  (as  I  have  above  related) ;  but  it  is  quite 
another  thing  to  fish,  and  fish  steadily  and  per- 
severingly,  with  the  utmost  care,  till  you  do  at 
last  get  hold  of  a  trout  which  has  many  times 
refused  to  look  at  the  best  bait  you  can  put  before 
him.  Y’ou  will  be  far  prouder  of  the  latter  fish  ; 
the  carefully  thought  out  schemes  for  his  capture 
will  be  recollected  with  the  greatest  enjoyment ; 
you  go  back  to  the  very  moment  you  first  saw  him 
leed,  and  all  the  varied  hopes  and  disappointments 
experieaced  from  that  moment  till  the  fish  was 
safely  in  the  landing  net,  will  again  present  them¬ 
selves  to  your  contented  mind  in  the  most 
pleasureable  sequence. 

How  well  you  remember  the  precise  spot  where 
the  baits  all  suddenly  scattered — the  wild  bounds 
and  leaps  of  the  one  unhappy  bleak  on  which  the 
trout  had  fixed  his  attention — the  swirl  and  dash 
of  the  noble  fish  after  him,  and  the  final  dis¬ 
appearance  of  the  bleak  in  the  open  jaws  of  death 
awaiting  his  last  leap — the  flap  of  a  huge  spotted 
tail  in  the  foam — and  you  had,  for  the  first  time, 
seen  the  fish  now  in  the  landing  net ;  your  blood 
perfectly  tingled  with  the  excitement  of  it  all, 
and  the  resolve  instantly  made  was  to  have  that 
intit,  even  if  you  tried  after  him  the  whole  season. 

*  Have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  which  states  that  the  use  of  more 
than  one  rod  and  line  at  a  time  on  any  of  the  weirs  has 
been  prohibited.  Good  news. — C.  H.  W. 


Truly,  Thames  trouting  is  a  madness  which  fully 
possesses  you  after  an  experience  of  this  sort, 
and  an  artful  old  fish  will  give  you  many  anxious 
days  till  you  have  got  him.  You  can  never  forget 
him ;  you  fancy  So-and-So  has  seen  him,  and  the 
haunting  fear  that  he  will  hook  the  fishyou  already 
consider  to  be  your  own  especial  property  never 
leaves  you. 

Then,  the  next  time  you  saw  him,  he  fed  in  a 
totally  different  place,  and  much  later  in  the  day. 
This  set  you  puzzling  your  brains  again  as  to  the 
why  and  wherefore,  much  cogitation  and  anxious 
thought  ensuing.  Determining  to  have  a  really 
good  “  go  ”  for  him,  you  picked  out  what  might 
be  considered  a  perfect  day  for  trout  fishing, 
warm,  but  not  scorching  hot ;  a  gentle,  westerly 
breeze,  light  fleecy  clouds  lazily  moving  across 
the  sky,  and  a  general  balminess  everywhere  and 
in  all  things,  which  bespoke  one  of  Dame  Nature’s 
most  genial  moods.  The  water  was  in  excellent 
condition,  your  baits  were  fresh  and  plentiful ; 
nothing  went  wrong,  there  was  no  hitch  anywhere, 
the  calm  sense  of  enjoyment  in  all  your  sur¬ 
roundings  banished  care  and  vexations  of  all 
sorts;  you  felt  capable  of  loving  even  your 
bitterest  enemy.  What  was  the  result  of  all  this  ? 
The  trout  never  so  much  as  moved  the  whole  day 
long,  and  you  went  home  firmly  convinced  that 
there  was  more  in  fishy  nature  than  you  could 
yet  make  out. 

When  you  again  tried  him  what  a  contrast 
the  day  presented.  A  nasty,  sneaky  sort  of 
day,  gusty  and  showery,  the  wind  nipping  you 
unawares,  the  puffs  blowing  the  fine  spray  in 
clouds  back  into  your  face,  the  sun  coming  out 
fitfully,  watery  and  ragged,  now  and  then  a  little 
hail  falling,  with  every  promise  of  snow;  the 
tender  spring  foliage  all  nipped  and  black,  an 
intensely  miserable  feeling  in  the  air,  and  the 
water  a  sickly,  unwholesome  colour.  Now,  why 
on  such  a  day  as  this  should  that  trout  have  fed 
twice,  right  under  your  very  eyes?  Really,  I 
cannot  say ;  for  the  ways  of  Thames  trout  are 
peculiar,  like  those  of  the  Heathen  Chinee,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  realise  why,  on  the  most  lovely, 
perfect  day  you  can  pick  out,  you  will  sometimes 
not  see  a  fish  move,  while  on  the  vilest,  blackest, 
beastliest  days  imaginable,  they  will  be  feeding  all 
over  the  weir. 

After  these  sweet  (?)  days,  you  had  a  short  time 
of  depression,  feeling  that  Thames  trouting  was  a 
snare  and  a  delusion,  and  that  the  game  was  not 
worth  the  candle ;  but  the  determination  not  to 
be  “  done  ”  soon  reasserted  itself,  and  one  way 
or  another  you  carefully  and  patiently  tried  for 
that  fish,  until  one  fine  day,  perhaps  late  in  the 
season,  he  committed  the  fatal  error  of  not  letting 
well  alone,  taking  your  bait  with  a  most  terrific 
“  whack,”  and  affording  you  twenty  minutes  of 
the  grandest  sport  (on  your  pretty  tackle)  that  an 
angler  can  ever  experience. 

Besides  the  difficulty  of  deluding  a  wary  fish, 
there  are  several  others  to  bo  overcome,  one  of 
the  most  troublesome  being  to  acquire  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  weirs.  Till  you  know  a  weir 
thoroughly  you  will  be  certain  to  lose  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  you  only  find  out  hidden 
stumps,  and  other  obstructions,  by  the  sad  losses 
they  occasion.  The  loss  of  three  tackles  in  as 
many  hours  is  a  frequent  occurrence  when  fishing 
a  strange  weir  ;  this  only  forms  part  of  the 
“  education.”  Every  Thames  weir  is  a  study  in 
itself,  especially  as  regards  back  eddies  and 
undercurrents,  vastly  different  tackle  being 
required  for  different  weirs.  You  draw  the 
bait  across  an  apparently  perfectly  clear  run, 
but  the  line  checks ;  you  lift  a  little,  and  find 
yourself  fast,  though  nothing  in  the  shape  of  an 
obstacle  is  visible  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Occasionally,  by  letting  a  large  quantity  of  line 
run,  the  stream  will  drag  the  hooks  clear.  It  is 
not  the  slightest  use  pulling  and  hauling ;  the 
more  strain  you  exert,  the  further  the  hooks  bury 
themselves.  A  bent  willow  twig,  in  the  shape  of 
a  hoop,  allowed  to  run  down  the  line,  will  perhaps 
effect  a  clearance,  if  one  does  not  do  so  try  a 
second  and  a  third ;  all  these  failing,  the  only 
course  left  is  to  put  a  strain  on  the  line  till 
something  gives,  and  take  the  consequences.  In 
doing  this  I  have  more  than  once  cut  my  fingers, 
through  allowing  the  line  to  slip  in  my  hand,  it 
is  astonishing  what  a  heavy  strain  really  good 
fine  tackle  will  bear  when  wet.  Do  not  spoil 
your  rod  by  unduly  jerking  when  “  hung  up,” 
but  bring  the  top  down  and  pull  on  a  straight 


line  with  the  hand.  If  you  are  fishing  with  the 
wind  blowing  right  up  stream,  a  sudden  heavy 
gust  will  blow  the  bait  back  by  acting  on  the 
line,  and  will  tangle  the  slack  line  round  a  boulder 
high  out  of  the  water,  this  will  perhaps  cause  the 
loss  of  much  running  line  as  well,  the  only  remedy 
being  to  use  a  fine  running  line,  which  does  not 
hold  so  much  wind. 

Baits  are  sometimes  most  difficult  to  procure. 
In  cold  windy  weather  it  is  hard  to  catch  a  bleak; 
you  may  try  for  hours  and  not  get  one.  I  find 
they  take  a  tiny  bit  of  bread  [paste  more  freely 
than  anything  else,  they  will  take  this  when  they 
will  not  ;look  at  a  gentle  ;  the  dodge  is  to  throw 
a  good  sized  piece  of  crusty  bread,  dry,  on  the 
surface,  and  draw  your  bait  close  to  it  ;  the  bleak 
take  the  tiny  pieces  detached  by  the  action  of  the 
water,  and  yours  among  them.  In  very  cold 
weather,  bleak  feed  some  feet  below  the 
surface,  and  a  float  must  be  used.  Just  below  or 
above  lock  gates,  in  sheltered  spots,  you  can 
nearly  always  get  a  bait  by  throwing  plenty  of 
bread  on  the  surface ;  in  sunny,  still  weather 
there  is  little  difficulty,  daping  with  the  natural 
fly  will  then  catch  them  as  fast  as  possible.  The 
fishermen  will  nearly  always  oblige  you  with  a 
few  baits  when  they  can  spare  them,  and  should 
be  well  paid  for  them.  A  large  minnow,  or  a 
small  gudgeon,  is  an  excellent  bait,  especially 
when  spinning. 

If  those  anglers  who  have  never  tried  Thames 
trouting  will  kindly  consider  my  poor  remarks 
on  the  subject,  I  think  they  will  see  there  is  a 
deal  to  be  learnt,  and  much  to  be  enjoyed,  and 
should  any  one  of  them  determine  to  make  a 
beginning  with  the  1893  season,  I  pray  that  he 
will  accept  my  heartiest  wishes  for  his  good 
success. 


THE  GRANNOM  ON  THE  TEST,  1893. 


By  R.  N, 


May  has  begun,  and  in  a  few  more  days  the 
grannom  of  1893  will  be  over.  It  has  been  a 
most  remarkable  spring,  and  no  doubt  will  be 
well  recorded  by  our  meteorologists.  But  fishing 
and  weather  are  so  intimately  connected  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  speak  of  one  without  men¬ 
tioning  the  other.  Owing  to  the  bright,  hot 
weather  in  April  the  grannom  first  appeared  on 
the  Test  this  year  April  7th,  or  neaifly  a  fort¬ 
night  before  its  usual  time,  and  it  has  been 
strong  on  the  water  every  day  (with  perhaps  one 
or  two  exceptions)  up  to  the  present  date. 
May  1st,  and  even  now,  although  much  diminished 
in  quantity,  it  is  still  in  evidence ;  and  higher 
up  the  river,  about  Mottisfont,  where  it  was  not 
quite  so  early  in  appearing,  it  is  as  strong  as  ever. 

In  the  evenings  after  some  of  the  very  hot 
days,  the  clouds  of  this  fly  on  the  water  were  a 
most  remarkable  sight,  the  low  rays  of  the  sun 
shining  through  them  as  they  flew  over  the 
water  gave  them  the  appearance  of  a  shower  of 
gold  floating  in  the  air. 

When  flying  in  clouds  like  this  the  fly  invari¬ 
ably  directs  its  course  up  stream,  and  if  there  be 
a  strong  down  stream  blowing  it  seeks  shelter  in 
the  grasses  and  bushes  on  the  banks. 

This  up-stream  movement  is  evidently  an 
instinct  to  enable  it  to  maintain  the  original 
locality  that  gave  it  birth ;  as  the  grannom  lays 
its  eggs  on  the  surface  of  the  water  these  must 
necessarily  drift  some  way  below  where  they  are 
deposited. 

The  appearance  of  the  grannom,  when  closely 
examined,  is  somewhat  disappointing  after  the 
florrid  imitation  one  sees,  which  would  lead  one 
to  expect  a  much  more  gaily  decorated  insect. 

It  belongs  to  the  natural  order  Phryganidse, 
and  when  at  rest  the  fly  folds  its  wings  on  the 
body  in  the  form  of  a  roof,  and  it  is  provided 
with  short,  fine  antennte.  The  wings  are  light 
brown,  very  transparent,  and  the  light  marking, 
generally  reproduced  so  prominently  in  the  arti¬ 
ficial  fly,  is  merely  the  effect  of  the  darker  shade 
given  by  the  under  wing  and  body  seen  through. 
It  will  be  noticed  by  a  very  casual  observer  that 
there  are  two  sizes  of  this  fly — the  small  and 
darker  one  being  the  male,  the  larger  and  lighter  ^ 
the  female.  The  latter,  on  being  caughD  and 
examined,  will  be  found  to  have  a  green  sack 
attached  to  the  end  of  its  body.  This  sack  con¬ 
tains  the  eggs. 
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Many  imitators  of  this  fly  seem  to  me  to  be 
trying  to  over-copy  nature.  The  wings,  which 
cannot  be  of  much  importance  when  dry  and 
cocked  fa  position  the  natural  fly  never  assumes), 
might  be  made  from  plain,  light-brown  feathers, 
and  the  smaller  darker  patterns  should  be  with¬ 
out  the  green  tail.  The  biggest  trout  I  have 
killed  this  year — a  fish  of  2;flb. — was  taken  on  a 
grannom  having  a  dusky  black  body,  ditto  hackle, 
green  chenille  egg  sack,  which  latter  exactly 
imitates  the  natural  egg  bag  when  slightly  damp 

The  following  is  a  dressing  of  this  fly  taken 
from  an  old  book  printed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century;  “The  Greextaii.  Fly. —  The 
wings  are  from  a  feather  out  of  a  pheasant’s 
wing,  which  has  a  fine  shade,  that  exhibits  the 
very  resemblance  of  those  of  the  real  fly ;  the 
body,  the  black  part  of  hare’s  fur,  a  brown  strip 
of  peacock’s  tail,  a  very  small  bit  of  a  green  one, 
wiih  a  grizzle  cock's  hackle."  Then  it  gives  the 
details  of  making ;  the  body  formed  with  hare's 
fur  and  brown  peacock  herl,  and  the  green  tail 
by  one  lap  of  the  green  herl.  With  these 
materials  one  should  make  a  very  fair  imitation. 
Although  the  grannom  has  been  so  plentiful  and 
lasted  so  long  this  year,  very  few  fish  have  been 
killed  on  it,  or,  at  least.  I  can  speak  of  that 
portion  of  the  Test  between  Mottisfont  and 
Komsey.  The  first  and  principal  reason  has  been 
the  extreme  clearness  of  the  water.  Then  the 
wind  has  been  mostly  down  stream  or  easterly. 
However,  with  a  change  to  the  west,  my  brother 
took  a  very  handsome  trout  of  31b.  at  Mottisfont, 
and  another  of  1  ^Ib.  on  the  same  water,  the 
smaller  fish,  strangely,  not  being  in  as  good 
condition  as  the  large  one.  On  the  ISth  I  had  a 
trout  of  2]-lb.  This  fish  took  the  fly  not  five 
yards  above  where  my  brother  got  his  largest 
fish.  It  is  a  ereat  pity  more  fish  have  not 
rewarded  the  efforts  of  the  anglers,  as  they  look 
and  eat  more  like  June  than  April  trout. 
Grayling  have  been  pretty  active  after  the  fly. 
and  it  is  rather  disappointing  to  find  one  has 
wasted  the  best  part  of  the  rise  over  a  grayling. 
There  seems  to  be  a  growing  feeling  amongst  the 
anglers  round  Romsey  that  these  fish  are  much 
too  plentiful,  and  that  they  are  crowding  out  the 
trout.  Still,  they  give  excellent  sport  in  the 
autumn,  alihougb  they  are  somewhat  of  a 
nuisance  now.  rising  at  every  passing  fly,  when 
they  ought  to  be  intent  on  family  affairs. 

The  best  rise,  as  a  rule,  has  been  from  10  a  m. 
until  2  p.m. ;  although  some  few  fish  seem 
to  be  rising  nearly  all  day.  The  other  evening  I 
killed  a  trout  of  lib.  on  the  grannom  as  late  as 
5.30  p.m  ,  and,  at  nearly  six  o’clock,  I  hooked  and 
lost  a  large  fish  on  the  Silver  Sedge. 

I  think  the  fish  take  the  grannom  as  it  comes 
to  the  surface  during  the  first  rise  in  the  morning, 
and  it  is  then  a  partially  wet  fly  is  taken  as  well 
as  a  perfectly  dry  one.  I  have  often  watched,  but 
have  never  seen,  a  fish  rise  at  the  fly  while  the 
latter  is  dipping  and  laying  eggs.  No  doubt  the 
uncertainty  of  the  insect’s  movements  then  have 
taught  the  fish  to  disregard  it. 

The  grannom  is  a  fly  not  much  used,  or  use,  on 
the  Itchen.  From  Winchester  down  to  some 
distance  below'  Bishopstoke  there  are  none  to  bi- 
found.  This  year,  while  making  a  boating  ex¬ 
pedition  on  the  lower  waters  of  the  Itchen,  I  saw  a 
fair  sprinkling  of  the  fly,  but  nothing  'n  compare 
with  the  Te.'^t.  and  I  .'•re  in  a  note  from  Winchester 
in  the  Fluking  Gazette  of  April  29.  mention  of 
this  fly. 

If  fish  have  been  few  it  has  been  a  most 
delightful  month  ;  the  days  by  the  river  have 
been  thoroughly  enjoyable.  The  migratory  birds 
seem  to  have  had  some  mysterious  information 
of  the  lovely  time  awaiting  them  in  England. 
'I'he  swallow.s  and  sand  martins  appeared  here  on 
March  31.  On  April  15  the  cuckoo  came ;  night¬ 
ingales  were  singing  in  the  woods  far  earlier  than 
usual,  and  one  might  go  on  enumerating  nearly 
all  the  birds  and  flowers  as  being  equally  early. 
The  May  was  in  blossom  on  April  20  here,  and  the 
flowering  of  the  hawthorn  is  in  some  years  con¬ 
temporaneous  with  the  May-fly.  It  will  be  strange 
if  the  Ma>  -fly  is  not  up  before  its  time.  I  sincerely 
hope  not,  as  it  will  be  most  desirable  that  wo 
should  have  a  week's  trood  rain  before  that  advent. 


Percy  H  arland,  a  plucky  youth  of  some  twelve 
years  of  age,  wh-lst  with  his  father— fishing  on 
Loch  Maree — assisted  in  taking  an  eagle’s  nest, 
with  two  eggs,  on  a  neighbouring  height. 


m. 
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I  SHOULD  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  this  was  a 
very  early  May-fly  season  in  England,  unless  after 
this  spell  of  heat  we  are  treated  to  some  Arctic 
weather.  Already  the  “fly  is  up’’  in  Ireland, 
some  weeks  before  its  time.  Everything  in  the 
country  is  in  an  extraordinary  forward  condition; 
strawberry  plants  are  in  bloom  and  fruit  already 
forming;  a  dish  of  gooseberries  might  easily 
be  picked  from  some  bushes  which  I  inspected 
this  afternoon  ;  many  spring  flowers  are  blooming 
at  least  three  weeks  earlier  than  usual.  A 
severe  frost  now  would  be  almost  a  national 
calamity.  I  have  an  unpleasant  recollection  of 
something  of  the  kind  last  year — in  June,  I 
think — when  fourteen  degrees  of  frost  robbed  me 
of  all  roy  Fi'ench  beans.  I  hope  you  see  the 
connection  between  French  beans  and  angling; 
of  course  the  connection  is  May-flies.  Well, 
everything  being  early,  why  not  May-flies  too  ? 
Surely  the  heat,  will  affect  them  as  it  has  affected 
things  vegetable.  It  will  hardly  be  safe  this  year 
to  put  oft'  visiting  the  water  to  the  usual  day ; 
it  would  be  wise  to  come  a  week  too  soon,  and 
infinitely  better  to  do  this  than  to  come  a  week 
too  late. 


ilR.  Halford,  by  the  way,  in  his  magnum  opus 
on  dry  fly-fishing,  is  not  by  any  means  in  favour 
of  flogging  the  water  at  the  commencement  of 
the  rise  of  the  fly;  he  thinks  the  fish  should  be 
left  quiet  for  a  day  or  two.  I  never  could  quite 
make  up  my  mind  whether  I  agreed  with  this  or 
not.  (.ine  thing  I  do  know,  that,  as  a  rule,  you 
can  catch  more  fish  during  the  first  three  days  of 
the  rise  than  during  the  six  days  which  follow 
them. 


Those  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Society  who  are  so  disposed  will  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  journeying  to  Deal  in  company  at  an 
early  date,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  a  pleasant 
little  outing  organised  by  the  committee.  There 
is  nothing  of  the  nature  of  prizes  or  competitions 
about  it,  simply  companionship,  fresh  air,  and 
sport.  Fishing  off  Deal  is  most  uncertain,  except 
during  September  and  October,  and  I  must 
confess  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  the  other  day 
to  receive  a  letter,  written  by  the  landlord  of  the 
“  Compasses,”  in  which  he  informed  me  that  he 
had  just  come  off  the  sea,  bringing  with  him 
three  capital  cod,  weighing  141b.,  17Ib.,  and  161b. 
respectively.  There  were  four  other  boats  on  the 
spot,  one  of  which  had  nine  cod,  weights  unknown. 
The  nets  have  been  taking  few  herrings. 


I  NOTE  with  more  or  less  interest  that  a  Rivers 
Pollution  Prevention  Bill  is  coming  on  for  its 
second  reading.  My  interest  is  languid  in  the 
matter  for  this  reason ;  if  the  Bill  proposed  is  to 
do  anything  to  put  a  stop  to  the  pollution  of  onr 
rivers  it  would  most  certainly  be  blocked  and 
thrown  out  by  the  numerous  manufacturers,  to 
whom  the  passing  of  the  Bill  would  mean,  perhaps, 
the  expenditure  of  a  thousand  pounds  or  two  out 
of  the  many  thousands  which  they  possess.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Bill  is  a  make-believe,  and 
would  leave  m  tters  very  much  as  they  are,  it  will 
pa'^s,  whoever  has  it  in  hand  will  obtain  a  little 
cheap  credit,  and  the  rivers  will  be  none  the  better. 


.Anglers,  from  the  nature  of  their  favourite 
sport,  always  take  a  great  interest  in  the  question 
of  footpath  and  highway  preservation.  Many  of 
the  loveliest  walks  we  know  are  mere  tracks 
through  riverside  meadows.  In  valleys  watered 
by  rivers  the  verdure,  wild  flowers,  herbage,  and 
trees  all  grow  more  luxuriously  than  those  on  the 
uplands.  Such  paths  lead  one  through  many  of  the 
most  beautiful  districts  in  England.  It  is  cruel  to 
exclude  the  unfortunate  persons  who  have  no 
lands  of  their  own  from  seeing  what  nature  has 
given  them,  and  for  some  years  now  the  National 
Footpath  Preservation  Society  hus  been  doing 
good  work  in  making  public  the  exact  legal 
rights  of  the  people  in  respect  of  highways  and 
footpath-',  but  now  something  more  is  to  be  done. 
In  the  District  Councils  Bill,  which  the  Govern¬ 
ment  say  they  intend  to  pass,  there  are  one  or  two 
valuable  provisions.  The  first  one  is  that  no 
existing  pathway  shall  be  closed  by  legal  process 


without  the  consent  of  the  parish  council  first 
having  been  obtained.  This  is  an  addition  to, 
rather  than  an  alteration  in,  the  existing  law,  and 
is  doubtless  intended  to  give  the  inhabitants  of 
any  parish  a  better  chance  than  they  have  at 
present  of  expressing  their  wishes  in  the  matter. 
The  second  provision  is  that  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  district  councils  to  see  that  no  existing 
footpaths  and  rights  of  way  generally  are  wrong¬ 
fully  obstructed ;  in  other  words,  that  which  has 
hitherto  been  left  to  public-spirited  persons  will 
now  have  to  be  undertaken  by  district  councils 
(which  are  more  important  bodies  than  the  parish 
councils),  and  if  the  dwellers  in  districts  do  not 
take  the  trouble  to  elect  persons  to  represent 
them  who  will  look  af  er  their  interests,  it  will 
only  be  their  own  fault  if  they  lose  many  valuable 
rights.  Templar. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Heatherbell. — The  wife  of  the  Editor  of  the 
F.  O.  thanks  “Heatherbell"  for  the  charming 
present  of  roses. 

Split  Cane. — Will  send  your  strictures  to  the 
writer  of  the  article  in  our  contempKirary. 


Corresponirmc 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinioru 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 


DEATH  OF  “  STORMY  PETREL.” 

Dear  Sir, — The  report  of  the  condition  of 
Mr.  S.  J.  Harris  was,  on  the  occasion  of  my  recent 
visit  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  so  serious  that  1  feared 
the  end  was  not  far  off.  It  has  come,  for  by  the 
inclosed  extract  from  the  Isle  of  Min  Tines 
of  Saturday  last  you  will  see  that  he  died  on 
Thursd  'y  the  27th  ult.  I  know  thar.  I  amexp'ess- 
ing  your  own,  and  many  readers  of  the  Gazette's 
sentiments  with  regard  to  poor  “  Stormy  Petrel,” 
when  1  quote  the  words  of  Robert  Burns: — 

The  friend  of  man,  the  friend  of  trath  ; 

The  friend  of  age,  and  guide  of  youth. 

Pew  hearts  like  his  with  virtue  warm’d. 

Few  heads  with  knowledge  to  inform’d. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  truly,  E.  E.  11. 

[We  have  elsewhere  referred  to  this  sad  event. 
—  Ed] 


A  RISE  OP  MAY"-PLY  IN  LONDON. 
INTERESTING  OBSERVATIONS. 

My  Dear  Marston, — To-day  there  was  a  small  i 
rise  of  May-fly  from  the  larvae  that  you  kindly  j 
sent  me  some  time  ago,  both  male  and  female,  t 
I  have  seen  finer  specimens.  1 

It  was  very  interesting  to  watch  the  last  few  \ 
hours  of  the  larval  stage,  which  by  isolating  an  f 
individual  insect  and  using  a  lens  I  was  easily  j 
able  to  examine  and  observe.  | 

Amongst  many  things  quite  new  to  me  was 
the  formation  about  the  upper  surface  of  the 
thorax  of  many  minute  air  bubbles  about  0'50() 
millimetres  in  diameter.  I  assured  myself  on  this 
point  by  removing  some  with  a  pipette. 

The  labour  was  some  eight  hours  in  progress, 
and  after  the  first  two  hours  the  branchias  ceased 
working.  Convulsive  movements  of  the  fly  t'l 
and  fro  inside  the  exuviie  were  all  that  could  be  1 
seen,  but  on  irritating  either  of  the  hinder  legs  li 
there  was  reflex  action  ;  no  other  part  of  the  body  » 
seemed  susceptible. 

The  first  indication  of  this  interesting  change  • 
which  attracted  my  attention,  was  the  move-  • 
ment  of  the  setas,  wUich,  during  their  extraction, 
became  bent  at  a  right  angle  to  the  body  and 
towards  the  front.  The  branchia;  remained 
standing,  and  the  hindermost  legs,  which  have 
pincers,  remained  the  longest  irritable.  I  have 
told  you  as  much  or  more,  perhaps,  than  you  care 
about,  but  I  think  you  should  have  the  first 
fruits  of  an  experiment  in  which  you  so  materially 
assisted. —  With  kind  regards,  believe  me  yours 
very  truly,  T.  P.  Hawksley. 

97,  Adelaide-road,  London,  N.W. 

30th  April,  1893. 

[Early  this  year  we  obtained  some  May-fly 
larvie  for  Mr.  Hawksley,  but  we  did  not  expect 
he  would  be  successful  in  rearing  them  to  the  fly 
stage. — Ed.]  _ 
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THE  POACHING  EXHIBIT  AT  THE 
CKYSTAL  PALACE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  that  the  letter  from  the 
executive  of  the  Sportsman’s  Exhibition  to  be  held 
at  the  Crystal  Palace  on  June  24,  as  published  in 
your  last  issue,  contains  about  as  ill-conceived  an 
idea  as  I  have  met  for  a  long  time. 

I  believe  that  the  first  object  of  an  exhibition  is 
instruction,  and  although  I  admit  that  many 
poachers  in  country  districts  have  little  to  learn, 
yet  no  doubt  local  gangs  excel  in  local  methods, 
and  consequently  could  instruct  one  another,  yet 
I  fail  to  see  why  the  Crystal  Palace  executive 
should  wish  to  give  a  London  polish  to  their 
education. 

It  is  also  difficult  to  understand  what  good  can 
be  gained  by  instructing  novices  or  hardened 
malefactors  in  illegal  acts. 

The  halo  of  romance  which  surrounded  poaching 
is  fast  dying  out,  and  there  is  no  necessity  to 
revive  it. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  gentlemen  appealed 
to  for  the  supply  of  exhibits  of  illegal  instruments 
will  decline  to  assist. — I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

_  Fraser  Sandeman. 

HAERIS  TWEEDS. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  who  wishes 
to  buy  Harris  tweeds  can  get  an  excellent  selec¬ 
tion  at  W.  Chalmers,  tailor,  George-street,  Oban, 
N.B. 

If  be  wants  to  get  a  suit,  any  first-rate  London 
tailor  keeps  them. — Yours  truly, 

Hamilton  Leigh. 

Brinnington  Mount,  Stockport. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  April  29th,  I  see  an 
inquiry  for  genuine  “  Harris  tweeds.” 

Mr.  Todd,  tailor.  Queen-street,  Norwich,  has 
taken  great  trouble  to  get  the  genuine  thing, 
made  in  the  island,  and  has  the  very  largest  and 
best  collection  I  ever  saw  and  the  best  patterns. 
Your  correspondent,  “  Angler,”  can  get  what  he 
requires  there. — Yours  truly, 

H.  J.  Holjies,  Major. 

Wacton,  Long  Stratton,  Norfolk. 


Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  “  Angler's  ”  question, 
re  “real  Harris  tweeds,”  they  can  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Hemp,  clothier,  Portree.  He  gets 
them  direct  from  the  island,  and  generally  has  a 
good  selection  in  stock. — Yours  truly, 

Lauriston,  Derryvolgie-avenue,  A.  0.  0. 

Belfast,  May  1, 1893. 


Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
“  Angleir’s  ”  inquiry  as  to  where  he  can  buy 
genuine  Harris  Tweed. 

We  desire  to  say  that  we  keep  a  stock,  and 
venture  to  inclose  a  few  patterns  of  real  genuine 
Harris  tweed,  hand-made  by  the  crofters  of 
Harris,  price  per  yard  5s.  9d.,  and  purchaser  pays 
carriage. — We  are,  yours  resjiectfully, 

John  Gillies  and  Sons. 

56,  Fawcett- street,  Sunderland. 

[The  samples  seem  to  be  Al. — Ed.] 


ANGLING  CONCESSIONS. 

(Copy  of  letter  to  Mr.  Wade.) 

“  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Company, 

“  May  2nd. 

“Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  28th 
ult.,  I  have  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  it 
has  been  agreed  to  issue  cheap  tickets  to  anglers 
from  Euston,  Chalk  Farm,  and  Broad-street  to  the 
undermentioned  stations,  and  the  fares  will  come 
into  operation  on  June  1  next,- — Yours  truly, 

“  (Signed)  G.  P.  Neele, 

“  To  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade.”  “  L.  &  N.  W.  R.” 


Easlon. 
s.  d. 


Bashey  .  1  8 

Brickpt  Wood  ..  2  0 

Park  Street  .  2  0 

St.  Albans .  2  1 

Rickmansworth .  1  9 
Kings  Langley  .  2  2 

Boxmoor  .  2  6 

Berkhampstead .  2  11 

Tr'ng  .  3  4 

Cheddington .  3  9 

A-\  lewbury .  3  8 

Bletchlcy  .  4  11 

Leighton  .  4  2 

Bedford .  5  3 

Blunham  .  5  3 


Fares  from 

Chalk  Farm.  Broad-street, 
s.  d.  B.  d. 

.  1  7  .  1  10 

.  1  11  .  2  3 

.  1  11  2  3 

.  1  11  2  3 

.  1  9  .  2  0 

.  2  1  .  2  5 

.  2  5  .  2  9 

.  2  10  .  3  1 

.  3  3  3  6 

.  3  8  .  4  0 

.  3  8  .  3  9 

.  4  9  .  5  1 

.  4  1  4  5 

.  3  1  .  5  .5 

.  5  3  .  .5  o 


AN  OLD  COCK  THAMES  TROUT. 

Sir, — I  enclose  a  rough  outline  sketch  of  the 
head  of  a  trout.  I  took  this  one  at  Sunbury  on 
Friday,  the  28Dh  April.  You  will  notice  the  jaw 
and  snout  are  most  remarkably  shaped. 

I  am  a  bad  draughtsman,  but  the  outline  is 
life  size,  taken  by  passing  a  pencil  along  fish, 
taking  care  to  allow  for  the  thickness  of  pencil. 

Colour  of  fish,  yellowish  pink,  dark  red  spots  ; 
weight,  slightly  over  5|lb;  length,  23|-in.  It  is 
easy  to  see  the  fish  is  a  pretty  old  one,  and  was 
once  a  bit  heavier.  The  jaw  and  snout  were  like 
iron,  and  the  hooks  dropped  out  of  him  directly 
the  strain  was  taken  off  by  the  landing  net.  I 
have  had  this  happen  before.  The  fish  gave  me 
considerable  trouble  among  the  stones,  and 
afforded  much  exciting  play. — Faithfully  yours, 

Charles  H.  Wheelei. 

Prince’s-road,  Weybridge. 

[The  drawing  shows  a  crummock  like  that  on  a 
red  cock  salmon,  the  point  of  the  lower  jaw  is 
turned  up  like  the  end  of  a  finger  bent  at  a 
right  angle. — Ed.] 


THE  PRESERVATION  OF  THE  THAMES. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to  call  your 
readers’  attention  to  a  matter  of  considerable  im¬ 
portance?  At  the  first  general  meeting  of  the 
Upper  Thames  Association,  to  be  held  at  the 
Town  Hall,  Reading,  on  Thursday,  May  11,  at  two 
o’clock,  I  intend  to  move  the  subjoined  resolu¬ 
tions.  As,  to  my  surprise,  I  find  that  the  great 
majority  of  my  colleagues  on  the  provisional 
committee  are  not  in  full  sympathy  with  me,  I 
trust  there  will  be  a  large  gathering,  so  that 
the  views  of  the  members  generally  may  be  ascer¬ 
tained  on  these  very  important  questions,  and 
that  I  shall  receive  the  support  of  all  those  who 
have  the  good  of  the  river  at  heart,  and  are  inte¬ 
rested  in  the  welfare  of  its  towns  and  villages. 

I  may  mention  that  the  association  consists 
only  of  those  qualified  to  become  electors  of  the 
Conservators,  the  qualifications  being  eit.her — 

(1)  Ownership  of  land  situated  within  five  miles 
of  the  river,  to  the  value  of  £100  a  year;  or 

(2)  Residents  within  five  miles  of  the  river, 
coupled  with  ownership  of  land  to  same 
value  in  Great  Britain,  or  the  possession 
of  personalty  to  the  value  of  £3000. 

Such  qualifications  may  have  been  reasonable 
a  century  ago,  but  are  not  so  now. 

I  may  mention  that,  in  1885,  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  made  a  lengthy  inquiry 
into  the  subject  of  Thames  Preservation,  and 
reported  on  the  desirability  of  establishing  public 
landing-places,  camping-grounds,  rights  of  way 
on  tow-paths,  &c.  Here  follow  the  resolutions  : — 

To  amend  the  rules  by  adding :  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  committee  to  as  far  as  possible  pro¬ 
mote  and  support  proposals  having  for  their 
object — 

(а)  The  preservation  of  the  natural  beauty  of 
the  river. 

(б)  The  free  use  of  the  towing-path. 

(c)  The  freeing  of  bridges  over  the  Upper 
Thames. 

(rf)  The  preservation  of  the  Thames  fisheries. 

(e)  The  prevention  of  dangerous  navigation 
and  any  increase  in  the  number  of  steam  launches. 

(/)  The  prevention  of  indecent  bathing  and  the 
provision  of  bathing  places. 

(g)  The  provision  of  public  camping-out 
grounds. 

(h)  The  provision  of  public  landing  places. 

(i)  The  adequate  representation  of  the  up-river 
towns  on  the  Board  of  Conservators. 

{j)  The  suppression  of  disorderly  and  indecent 
conduct  on  the  river. 

(/c)  The  provision  of  ways  to  the  river  from 
riverside  villages,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are 
now  wrongfully  excluded  from  using  the  Thames 
for  any  purpose. 

(?)  The  removal  of  illegal  obstructions  in  back¬ 
waters. 

Second  amendment  to  the  rules  :  “  No  person 
shall  act  as  chairman  of  the  committee  unle.-s  he 
is  in  full  sympathy  with  the  foregoing  rule.” 

Third  addition  to  the  rules:  “That  represen¬ 
tatives  of  all  newspapers  published  in  the  Thames 
valley  shall  be  admitted  to  the  geneial  meeting 
of  the  association.” 

Resolution :  “  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting  at  least  two  of  the  four  elected  con¬ 
servators  should  be  representatives  of  the  people 


of  the  up-river  towns,  and  that  no  candidate  for 
the  post  of  conservator  should  receive  the  support 
of  the  members  of  this  association  who  is  opposed 
to  the  free  use  of  the  river  as  a  place  of  public 
recreation,  and  is  not  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
rule  above  suggested.” 

Second  resolution :  “That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  meeting,  the  property  qualification  of  the 
electors  of  the  up-river  conservators  is  too  high, 
and  that  all  persons  who  are  on  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  list  of  voters  should  also  be  electors  of 
the  up-river  conservators,  and  that  copies  of  this 
resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  to  the  members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  riparian  counties  and  towns,” 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Elralea,  South  Stoke,  Reading.  C.  H.  Cook. 

P.S. — As  at  the  next  election  of  a  conservator 
(which  takes  place  at  the  end  of  the  year)  there 
may  not  improbably  be  several  candidates,  elec¬ 
tors  would  be  well  advised  not  to  give  their 
proxies  away  until  they  know  who  is  in  the 
field.  I  most  sincerely  hope  that  someone  will 
come  forward  in  the  public  interest.  The  people 
of  the  up-river  towns  h.ive  never  been  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  board,  and  their  interests  have 
suffered  in  consequence.  Anyone  who  is  qualified 
to  be  an  elector  is  also  qualified  to  be  a  con¬ 
servator. — C.  H.  C. 


Be  THAMES  PRIVATE  FISHERIES, 
Dear  Sir, — I  regret  to  see  Mr.  Bambridge’s 
letter  in  your  edition  of  April  29th.  Let  ns  have 
unity  in  the  Upper  Thames.  Notice  boards  I 
consider  of  use.  They  stop  the  trailing  “  ’Arry,” 
but  through  your  correspondence,  club  fishers 
would  understand  what  is  really  meant  by  Mr. 
Plummer. — I  am,  faithfully  yours, 

An  Upper  Thames  Tkodt  Duffer. 


PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  failed  to  keep  Mr.  C.  White 
to  the  point  directly  at  issue,  and  having  no 
further  inclination  to  ask  for  more  of  the  valuable 
space  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  a  subject  totally 
uninteresting  in  its  general  bearing  on  fishing,  I 
must  decline  taking  any  further  notice  of  Mr. 
C.  White’s  letters.  To  attempt  to  deal  with  his 
inaccuracies  and  side-issues  is  a  task  for  which  I 
have  neither  time  nor  inclination.  Ho  w  any  other 
total  than  £17  13s.  4d.  can  be  obtained  from  £7 
entrance  fee  for  the  Bolton  Association,  and  a 
levy  of  4d.  per  member  on  640  members,  can 
be  made  into  anything  but  £10  133.  4d.,  giving 
the  above  total,  passes  my  arithmetical  powers, 
and  even  this  sum  does  not  include  the  fee  for 
visiting  delegates.  I  shall  now  leave  further 
notice  of  Mr.  C.  White’s  letters,  and  reserve  to 
myself  the  adoption  of  any  other  course  that  may 
be  necessary  in  the  interests  of  Lancashire  anglers. 
— Faithfully  yours, 

L.ANCASHIRE  CORRESPONDENT. 


SALMON  FRY  OR  SMOLT— A  CURIOUS 
STATEMENT. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — In  a  certain  fishery  district 
in  the  North  of  England,  anglers  who  take  out  a 
salmon  licence  (20s.)  are  allowed  to  take  the  smelt 
or  smolt,  that  is,  take  the  salmon  fry  one  year  old. 
If  an  angler  takes  out  only  a  trout  licence  (2s  6d.) 
he  is  not  allowed  to  take  these  smelt.  A  little 
time  ago,  an  angler  with  a  trout  licence  was 
taking  smelt  when  a  water  bailiff  came  up  to  him. 
The  bailiff  asked  the  angler  whether  he  was 
taking  smelt,  and  the  angler  said  that  he  was. 

The  bailiff  then  inquired  for  the  licence,  and  on 
seeing  that  it  was  a  trout  licence  only,  he  packed 
the  fish  in  his  handkerchief,  took  the  angler’s  rod, 
and  went  off,  telling  the  angler  that  he  would 
hear  about  the  matter  very  soon. 

The  bailiff  told  another  angler  two  days  after 
the  above  took  place,  that  the  case  had  been 
reported  to  the  clerk  to  the  Fishery  Board  of  this 
district,  and  said  that  a  summons  would  be  taken 
out  the  next  day. 

My  object  in  writing  to  you  is  to  know  whether 
the  Fishery  Board  can  give  anyone,  whether 
holders  of  salmon  licences  or  trout  licences,  per¬ 
mission  to  take  the  smelt,  and  whether  the  bailiff 
had  any  power  to  take  the  angler's  rod  from  him. 

Hoping  so  see  a  reply  in  jour  paper  as  early  as 
possible. — Believe  me  to  be,  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

AV.  J.  T. 

[It  is  illegal  to  take  salmon  fry,  and  no  board 
would  allow  it. — Ed.] 
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SALMOX  AND  FRESHWATEE  FISHERIES 
(ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

E.tttiact.s  from  a  report  by  Lonl  Monknvrell  and  Jlr.  C.  E.  Fryer 
(Inspcelor  of  Fisheries)  on  an  inquiry  into  a  bye  law  nlterinp 
the  ennuai  close  season  for  salmon  in  the  Towy,  Loughor  and 
Tiif  Fishery  District. 

“  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

“Board  of  Trade,  April  17,  1893. 

“  Sib, — We  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  that,  in  accordance  with 
our  instructions,  we  held  a  public  inquiry  at  the  Guild¬ 
hall,  Carmarthen,  on  the  21th  ultimo  into  the  following 
hye-law  made  by  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the 
Towy,  Tnf,  and  Loughor  Fishery  District : — 

“  That  in  the  Towy  Fishery  District,  the  annual 
close  season  for  fishing  for  salmon,  except  with  rod 
and  lino,  shall  commence  on  the  Eighteenth  day  of 
September  and  end  on  the  Fifteenth  day  of  March 
following,  both  days  inclusive. 

“  The  effect  of  the  bye-law  would  be  to  extend  the 
season  for  net  fishing  from  August  31  to  September  17. 
The  board  as  a  body  did  not  appear  at  the  inquiry,  but 
the  case  for  the  bye-law  wag  conducted  by  Mr.  W. 
Howell,  representing  those  members  who  approved  of  it, 
and  certain  fishermen  of  the  district ;  while  Mr.  W.  D. 
Benson,  instructed  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Nicholas,  of  Llandilo, 
appeared  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  board  and 
others  who  opposed  it.  Mr.  Horace  Lyne,  of  Newport, 
represented  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Usk  and 
Rhymney  Fishery  Districts  in  opposition  to  the  bye¬ 
law.  An  objection  had  been  also  received  from  the 
Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Severn  District,  who, 
however,  were  not  represented  before  us,  but  whose 
objections  are  similar  to  those  urged  on  behalf  of  the 
Usk  and  Rhymney  Boards.” 

After  giving  their  reasons  very  fully,  the  inspectors 
say  :  ^ 

“  We  are  of  opinion,  then,  that  no  case  has  been  made 
out  for  an  extension  of  the  fishing  season  in  the  Towy 
fishery  district,  and  that  the  bye-law  ought  to  be  dis¬ 
allowed.  Wo  venture,  indeed,  to  go  beyond  this  recom¬ 
mendation,  and  to  submit  that  it  is  worth  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  whether  some  steps 
should  not  be  taken  towards  a  reduction  of  the  existing 
angling  season.  The  anglers  who  appeared  before  us 
practically  admitted  that  they  did  not  consider  that  fish 
were  in  sufficiently  good  condition  to  justify  angling  in 
October,  and  they  added  that  they  did  not  themselves 
fish  then  for  that  reason.  It  was,  however,  urged  that 
there  were  many  working-men  anglers  who  attached 
some  importance  to  their  chance  of  getting  fish  down  to 
the  latest  day  of  the  season,  and  who  might  resent  any 
curtailment  of  their  existing  opportunity  of  fishing. 
We  do  not  wish  to  go  behind  the  principle  which  the 
Legislature  has  consistently  maintained  throughout  a 
long  series  of  statutes,  and  under  which  it  is  recognised 
that  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  salmon  legislation 
justify  an  extension  of  the  salmon  fishing  season  in  the 
case  of  rods  to  a  date  later  than  that  at  which  it  is 
necessary  that  net-fishing  should  cease.  We  feel,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  evidence  before  us  points,  not  to  an 
extension,  but  rather  to  a  restriction,  of  the  fishing 
season,  and  that  it  would  be  to  the  general  interest  if  a 
fortnight  were  added  to  the  close  season  for  rods,  and  if 
a  bye-law  were  made  prohibiting  the  use  of  the  gaff  in 
connexion  with  rod  and  line  after  the  end  of  September. 

“  We  are  aware  that  in  making  this  recommendation 
we  are  somewhat  out-stripping  the  limits  of  our 
authority,  but  we  feel  that,  having  regard  to  all  the 
circumstances,  we  should  not  be  justified  in  withholding 
this  expression  of  the  opinion  which  we  have  formed 
after  careful  consideration  of  the  evidence  which  has 
been  very  fully  brought  before  us. 

“  We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

“  Your  o  edient  Servants, 

(Signed)  “  Monksvpell, 

(  ,,  )  “C.E.  Fryer, 

“  Inspector  of  Fisheries. 
“  The  Secretary,  Board  of  Trade.” 


MAIDENHEAD,  COOKHAM,  AND  BRAY  THAMES 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  nineteenth  annual  meeting  of  this  association 
was  held  at  Skindle’s  Hotel,  Maidenhead  Bridge,  on 
Saturday  afternoon  last,  under  the  presidency  of  its 
respected  chairman.  Mr.  H.  W.  Russell.  The  annual 
report  having  referred  to  the  last  fishing  season  as  being 
satisfactory,  took  occasion  to  notice  “  a  most  satis¬ 
factory  feature  of  the  past  year  is  the  re-appearance  of 
the  perch,  which  fish  had  been  almost  entirely  destroyed 
by  an  epidemic  some  few  years  back.”  Reference  was 
made  to  the  proposed  new  bye-laws,  and  it  was 
hoped  the  Thames  Conservancy  would  not  make  them 
injurious  to  the  angling  public.  The  statement  of 
accounts  was  considered  most  satisfactory,  with  a 
balance  in  hand  of  ^644  23.  8d.  The  various  officers  were 
all  re-elected,  and  the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman. 

After  the  meeting,  the  anniversary  banquet  was 
served  in  an  adjoining  room,  with  a  frontage  to  the 
river,  and  was  presided  over  liy  the  Mayor  of  Maiden¬ 
head  (Mr.  E.  Gardner,  J.P.),  with  Mr.  H.  W.  Russell 
in  the  vice-chair.  There  were  also  present,  Messrs.  W. 
Goulden  (Town  Clerk),  W.  H.  Brougham  (T.A.P.S.), 
S'.  G.  Baylis,  A.  Pallant,  J.  C.  Mackay,  W.  Naylor, 
.Toseph  Bussell,  J.  J.  Jonas,  R.  Nicholson,  and  C.  H. 
Ricks  (sec.).  A  most  elegant  repast  was  placed  on  the 
table  by  the  host,  Mr.  H.  Hoare,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  association,  and  was  thoroughly  enjoyed.  After  the 
usual  loyal  toast  had  been  given,  the  chairman  then 
gave  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “  Success  to  the  Maiden¬ 
head,  Cookham,  andBray  Thames  Angling  Association,” 


which,  he  remarked,  was  in  active  operation,  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  anglers  the  best  of  sport,  both  as  regards 
protection  and  increasing  the  stock  of  fish.  Since  its 
establishment  it  had  spent  in  protection  the  sum  of 
.£1,900,  and  £300  in  the  purchase  of  fine  trout.  It  had 
gone  through  some  trying  periods,  but  its  financial 
position  was  now  in  a  most  satisfactory  position, 
and,  under  the  guidance  of  its  present  chairman,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Russell,  he  was  well  satisfied  it  would  go  forward 
with  extended  usefulness ;  and,  in  giving  the  toast, 
he  would  couple  that  gentleman’s  name  with  it.— Mr. 
H.  W.  Russell,  in  reply,  remarked  the  report  of  this 
year  was  fairly  satisfactory,  and  there  was  one  gratify¬ 
ing  circumstance  in  the  fact  the  perch  were  coming  on 
again.  He  then  referred  to  the  recent  County  Council 
meeting  at  Reading,  a  notice  of  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  last  week  ;  and,  in  reference  to  their 
objections  to  the  proposed  new  bye-laws,  he  felt  satisfied 
there  would  be  a  satisfactory  solution,  and  no  increased 
powers  would  be  given  to  the  riparian  owners.  There 
would  be  a  chance  of  their  purchasing  some  more  trout 
to  place  in  the  river.  He  then  gave  the  next  toast, 
that  of  “  Kindred  Associations,”  and  it  was  a  great 
pleasure  to  see  amongst  them  their  old  and  valued 
friend,  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  to  respond  to  the  toast. 
His  name  was  universally  known  and  respected,  and 
there  was  no  one  who  knew  more  about  the  preservation 
of  the  river,  in  which  he  had  spent  a  great  portion  of 
his  life. — Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  in  expressing  his  best 
thanks  to  Mr.  Bussell  for  the  kind  words  he  had  said 
about  him,  stated  that  he  had  now  been  engaged  with 
river  duties  for  over  thirty-five  years,  and  the  work  he 
had  performed  in  connection  with  those  duties  had  been 
a  great  pleasure  to  him  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of 
anglers.  He  had  also  been  described  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  as  the  hero  of  five  hundred  dinners,  which  he 
thought  was  not  under  the  mark,  and  if  he  had  to  make 
a  speech  on  each  occasion — for  they  would  not  let  him 
off  without  it — there  would  be  a  corresponding  total  of 
five  hundred  speeches.  Mr.  Brougham,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  referred  to  various  matters  connected  with 
the  river,  and  replied  to  several  questions  that  had 
been  proposed  to  him.^ — Mr.  J.  J.  Jonas  gave  “The 
Visitors,”  coupling  with  it  the  names  of  Mr.  W.  G. 
Goulden  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Mackay,  which  was  followed  by 
“  The  Chairman.”  “  The  Vice-Chairman,”  “  The  Press,” 
and  “The  Host,”  the  latter  being  highly  complimented  on 
the  character  of  his  catering,  and  his  personal  attention 
and  courtesy  to  all. 


NOTTINGHAM  WELLINGTON  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Nottingham 
Wellington  Angling  Society,  which  is  one  of  the  beat 
societies  in  Ihe  Midlands,  was  held  at  the  Wellington 
Hotel,  Station-street,  Nottingham,  on  Thursday  in  last 
week.  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  the  president,  presided,  and 
the  company  included  a  large  number  of  well-known 
anglers  on  the  Trent. 

Mr.  H.  Spray,  hon.  secretary,  read  the  prize-list  for 
the  winter  season  as  follow  : — Chub  :  1st,  Mr.  E.  West, 
21b.  ISjoz.  Pike  :  1st,  Mr.  J.  Tomlinson,  211b.  ;  2nd, 
Mr.  A.  Fewkes,  131b.  14oz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  H.  Bradwell, 
12ilb.  Roach  :  1st,  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  lib.  5Joz. ;  2nd,  Mr. 
H.  Baker,  lib.  4ioz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  F.  Baker,  lib.  SJoz. 
Dace:  1st,  Mr.  J.  Clayton,  Sjoz.  Bream:  1st,  Mr. 
F.  Gamble,  41b.  2Joz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  H.  Baker,  41b.  ;  3rd, 
J.  Greaves,  31b.  15oz. 

Mr.  H.  Spray  also  read  the  yearly  report,  which  stated 
that  the  past  year  had  been  a  very  eventful  one  in  the 
history  of  the  society.  Chiefly  through  the  untiring 
efforts  of  the  president,  the  committee  were  now  in 
possession  of  the  Shardlow  fishery,  which  extended  for 
upwards  of  four  miles,  and  which  was,  without  doubt, 
one  of  the  choicest  stretches  of  the  Trent,  and  one 
which,  as  a  club  water,  was  unequalled  by  any  angling 
society  in  the  kingdom.  The  Trent  Fishery  Board  had 
kindly  granted  water  bailiff’s  warrants  to  six  of  their 
members,  and  the  fishery  would  be  strictly  watched  and 
otherwise  cared  for.  The  society  deeply  regretted  that 
the  rod  licence  had  fallen  through  owing  to  the  great 
opposition  brought  to  bear  against  it.  Angling  during 
the  year  had  been  disappointing  to  members  generally. 
The  summer  and  winter  seasons  compared  unfavourably 
with  those  of  1891.  There  had,  however,  been  some 
remarkably  fine  specimen  fish  brought  to  the  scales, 
notably  the  barbel  of  91b.  12ioz.,  caught  by  Mr.  Hall, 
the  pike  of  211b.,  caught  by  Mr.  Tomlinson,  and  the 
roach  of  21b.  3ioz.,  caught  with  the  fly  by  Mr.  Wilford. 
In  the  forthcoming  season  the  committee  hoped  to 
organise  monthly  competitions  amongst  members. 

Mr.  E.  Horton,  non.  treasurer,  presented  the 
balance-sheet,  which  showed  that  the  receipts  for  the 
year  had  amounted  to  £135  18s.  2d.,  and  that  after  pay¬ 
ment  of  all  liabilities  there  remained  a  balance  in  hand 
of  £69  Os.  6d.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  H.  Baker  moved,  and  Mr.  Hunt  seconded,  the 
adoption  of  the  report  and  balance-sheet. 

Mr.  C.  Jackson  asked  whether  the  society  enjoyed  the 
exclusive  right  of  the  Shardlow  fishing. 

The  Chairman  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Armitage  said  the  fishery  would  require  constant 
watching.  Not  so  long  ago  13owt.  of  coarse  fish  were 
consigned  from  Castle  Donington  to  Derby.  fShame.) 
The  fish  had  evidently  been  netted  in  the  Trent. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  pleased  to  know  that  the 
society  was  in  a  moat  prosperous  condition,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  found  an  exemplary  society  in  the 
future.  They  had  always  tried  to  make  it  one.  'They 
had  sometimes  been  regarded  as  aristocrats,  but  in  the 
future  people  would  be  admitted  without  distinction,  so 
long  as  their  names  were  first  approved  by  the  com¬ 


mittee.  The  Shardlow  fishery  was  capable  of  consider¬ 
able  improvement,  and  after  they  had  improved  it — it 
would  take  three  or  four  years — there  would  be  ample 
room  on  the  banks  for  the  accommodation  of  between 
three  and  four  hundred  members.  (Hear,  hear.)  The 
waters  contained  plenty  of  fish,  notably  barbel,  but  they 
must  keep  a  strict  eye  upon  them.  (Applause.) 

The  report  and  balance-sheet  were  then  unanimously 
passed. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  next  appointed, 
Mr.  Gaskell  being  unanimously  re-elected  the  president, 
Mr.  J.  Tomlinson  the  vice-president,  Mr.  E.  Horton  the 
treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Sagwell  the  hon.  auditor,  and  Mr.  H. 
Spray  the  hon.  secretary.  The  following  were  elected 
on  the  committee  :  Messrs.  Wilford.  J.  H.  Bradwell,  F. 
Baker,  W.  Marshall,  T.  Burgoyne,  B.  Toone,  E.  West, 
H.  R.  Wilkins,  and  A.  Hunt. 

Mr.  H.  Coxon  said  he  should  endeavour,  as  the  local 
manager  of  the  railway  privilege  cards,  to  get  added  to 
the  card  the  station  of  Whatstandwell,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Derwent,  in  which  good  fishing  was  to  be  obtained 
at  a  moderate  sum  per  rod  per  day.  The  privilege  card 
rested  with  him  and  not  with  any  other  body.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  a  local  organisation,  known  as  the 
Notts  Anglers’  Association,  whose  officers  were  making 
it  appear  to  anglers  that  they  possessed  authority. 
They  were  subjected  to  the  authority  of  himself. 

There  was  no  other  business  of  public  interest,  and 
the  proceedings  closed  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  president. 


DERWENT  (CUMBERLAND)  FISHERY  DISTRICT 
BOARD. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  conservators  for  the 
above  district  was  held  on  Saturday  at  Workington,  Mr. 

J.  Clutton,  Cockermouth  Castle,  presiding. 

The  Clerk  read  a  report  of  the  bailiff  at  Greta,  stating 
that  on  April  23rd,  1893,  he  took  out  of  the  river  at 
Greta  1327  dead  smelts  and  trout,  which  had  been  killed 
presumably  by  washings  from  the  Threlkeld  Gate  Gill 
mines,  while  above  the  mines  no  dead  fish  were  found. 
He  had  acquainted  the  solicitors  for  the  company, 
Messrs  Paisley  and  Falcon,  with  this  fact,  and  they  had 
replied  that  since  the  public  inquiry  into  the  alleged 
pollution  at  Keswick  the  company  had  taken  every 
precaution  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  fish  life.  They 
did  not  admit  that  the  fish  had  been  killed  by  any 
poisonous  substances  proceeding  from  the  works,  but 
suggested  that  the  destruction  was  due  more  to  the  long 
drought  than  anything  else.  It  was  decided  that  the 
correspondence  be  laid  before  the  Cumberland  County 
Council. 

The  Clerk  submitted  a  memorial  from  the  Derwent- 
water  Anglers’  Association,  stating  that  netting  as 
carried  on  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  district  was  very 
detrimental  to  the  fishery,  and  resulted  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  stones  of  young  trout,  and  suggesting  that  the 
mesh  of  the  nets  used  above  the  Ouse  Bridge  be  altered 
from  a  minimum  of  one  inoh  to  two  inches.  The  sugges¬ 
tion  was  adopted. 

The  Clerk  asked  what  was  to  be  done  with  regard  to  j 
the  dispute  between  Mr.  E.  T.  Parker,  of  Penrith,  and  4 
the  board  as  to  the  amount  ,to  be  paid  for  the  general  ♦ 
licence  of  Crummock,  Buttermere,  and  Loweswater  i 
lakes.  Mr.  Parker  now  only  paid  £12.  It  was  resolved  >' 
that  Mr.  Parker  be  requested  to  give  £18  for  the  licence  I 
— £6  for  each  lake.  This  was  all  the  business. 


A  Sturgeon  Captured  in  the  Solway.— Last  ! 
week  end  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  sturgeon  was 
caught  in  the  Solway,  near  Glencaple,  at  the  month  of  ■ 
the  Nith.  The  royal  fish  was  secured  by  a  haaf-fisher-  • 
man  while  he  was  fishing  for  salmon.  The  haaf-net  was,  i 
as  a  matter  of  course,  very  much  damaged  in  the 
encounter  with  such  a  huge  fish  before  it  was  safely  . 
brought  to  the  shore.  This  is  an  unusually  early  date 
for  the  royal  fish  appearing  in  the  waters  of  the  Solway, 
and  probably  the  extreme  geniality  of  the  season  is 
affecting  the  denizens  of  the  waters,  as  it  has  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  dry  land.  Six  weeks  or  two  months 
hence  is  about  the  ordinary  period  when  sturgeons  run 
towards  the  rivers  to  deposit  their  spawn.  The  fish  in 
question  was  consigned  to  a  Dumfries  merchant.  It 
measured  6ft.  in  length,  and  weighed  1131b. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Foster’s  Otter  Hounds. — During  the 
last  week  Mr.  R.  C.  Foster’s  pack  of  otter  hounds  have 
been  busy  in  this  district,  and  some  excellent  sport  has 
been  had.  The  hounds  met  at  the  Craven  Arms  on  the 
24th  ult.,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance.  They  drew 
the  River  Ony  up-hill  and  got  upon  a  good  drag,  and, 
when  near  the  Grove,  the  seat  of  H.  D.  Greene,  Esq., 
Q.C.,  M.P.,  they  found,  and,  after  a  good  hunt,  killed. 
The  hounds  got  upon  another  drag  and  found  and  killed. 
Both  being  fair  sized  otters.  On  Saturday  the  29th,  the 
meet  was  at  Leintwardine.  There  were  present  Mr. 

B.  C.  Foster  (Master),  Sir  W.  M.  Curtis,  Bart.,  Mr. 

G.  B.  and  Miss  Charlton,  Mr.  J.  Charlton,  Mr.  B.  A. 
Cunninghame,  &c.  The  hounds  were  put  on  the  water 
of  the  Little  Teme  and  hunted  up-hill  and  came  upon  a 
drag,  and  found  just  below  Brampton  Brian,  and,  after 
a  fair  hunt,  the  hounds  killed.  Went  on  up  the  river  to 
nearly  Knighton,  but  sport  was  blank,  and  returned  to 
Leintwardine,  and  the  hounds  were  put  on  the  Teme  and 
drew  downhill,  and  found,  near  the  Black  Bridge,  and 
hunted  him  for  twenty  minutes,  when  he  got  into  heavy 
water  and  the  hounds  could  do  nothing  with  him.  It 
coming  on  to  rain,  and  turning  very  cold,  the  hounds 
were  called  off  and  sent  home.  On  Monday  there  was  a 
good  meet  at  Tenbury,  but  the  day  proved  a  blank  one. 
On  Wednesday  the  meet  was  at  fiurford,  near  Tenbury. 
The  weather  was  beautiful  and  fine. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


IPcovincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

On  Thursday  evening  last,  April  27,  a  special  general 
meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  reports  from  the  delegates, 
^specting  the  proposed  Birmingham  challenge  cup. 
Delegates  from  fifty  clubs  were  present.  The  following 
dubs  were  unrepresented,  namely  Saltley,  Balsall 
Hea^,  Birmingham  Piscatorials,  Leopold,  Duddlestone 
Waltonians.  Mr.  T,  Coles  presided,  and, 
after  having  formally  opened  the  meeting,  gave  in  the 
committee’s  work,  when  it  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Clark,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Fitter,  that  the  report 
be  received  and  adopted.  The  various  clauses  men- 
tioned  on  the  cup  circular  were  then  taken  separately, 
when  it  was  resolved  that  the  Association  have  a  cup, 
and  that  each  member  contribute  3d.  towards  purchasing 
the  same.  This,  upon  being  put  to  the  meeting,  was 
earned,  with  eight  dissentients.  Moved  by  Mr.  Bagnal, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Meek,  That  the  levy  be  made  com¬ 
pulsory,  and  that  it  be  paid  on  or  before  June  17  next.” 
Carried.  A  long  discussion-  ensued  upon  the  question 
ot  the  cup  remaining  the  property  of  the  Association, 
but  it  was  finally  decided,  by  a  majority  of  fifteen,  that 
the  cup  remain  the  property  of  the  Association.  Moved 
by  Mr.  Holding,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Cottrell,  “  That 
the  name  of  the  club  and  winner  be  engraved  upon  the 
cup,  and  that  the  winner  be  presented  with  a  valuable 
medal.  It  was  also  moved  as  an  amendment,  “  That  the 
winner  be  presented  with  an  illuminated  record,”  but, 
owing  to  want  of  time  to  decide  these  important  mat¬ 
ters,  it  was  resolved  to  adjourn  the  meeting  until  May  9 
next.  •' 

On  Saturday  evening  last  a  committee  meeting  of  the 
Fro-viMial  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  Boar’s 
Head  Hotel,  Worcester-street,  Kidderminster  ■  Mr  T 
Birmingham,  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Cnndall, 
oi  Bristol,  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended,  the  only  absentee  being  Mr.  A.  Keeling,  of 
Birmingham.  The  balance-sheet  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  30  was  read  and  adopted.  Reports  from  the  rail¬ 
way  committee  respecting  the  applications  for  affilia- 
^n  from  the  following  clubs  and  associations,  namely  : 
The  Izaak  Walton  Club,  Kidderminster  Albion  and 
Handsworth  Clubs,  Birmingham,  Warrington,  Wolver 
hampton,  and  Liverpool  East  End  Associations.  The 
reports  were  of  a  very  satisfactory  nature,  and  the 
whole  of  the  clubs  and  associations  were  accepted  into 
the  association.  The  railway  committee  also  reported 
upon  their  work  with  the  railway  companies;  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  it  was  resolved  to  grant  the 
committee  power  to  take  what  steps  they  may  consider 
necessary  to  centralise  the  London  and  North-Western 
Messrs.  Coles  and  W^ingfield  gave  in  reports 
of  their  work  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  the  reports 
were  adopted,  and  power  was  given  to  them  to  support 
an  mi^ease  in  the  water  bailiffs’  wages,  and  also  to  use 
their  best  efforts  to  prevent  the  river  being  polluted, 
and  use  their  best  endeavours  to  benefit  the  fishing, 
and  lo  look  to  the  interests  of  the  anglers.  Mr.  Harris, 
Au  Cardiff,  brought  before  the  meeting  as  a  suggestion 
the  advisability  of  abandoning  the  annual  contest  in 
connection  with  the  association,  and  that  the  funds 
expended  in  these  contests  be  used  for  purposes  more 
beneficial  to  the  whole  body  of  members.  Mr.  Cundall 
also  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  for  a  centre  to  be 
named  where  the  whole  of  the  meetings  can  be  held  at, 
as  some  of  the  places  were  very  inconvenient  to  get  at ; 
and  he  (the  speaker)  suggested  that  the  meetings  in 
future  be  held  at  Birmingham,  and  that  the  question 
^main  over  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee. 
Utter  business  respecting  the  exteision  of  the  railway 
privileges  was  discussed,  after  which  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  to  the  Kidderminster  Association  for  the 
manner  they  had  entertained  the  committee ;  to  which 
Mr.  Wright  replied.  Votes  or  thanks  to  the  president 
and  vice-president  for  their  services  in  conducting  the 
meeting  were  passed  and  acknowledged,  after  which 
the  meeting  came  to  a  close. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
1  evening  last,  April  28,  when  it  was  decided  to 

hold  the  contest  on  behalf  of  the  funds  of  the  society 
on  July  15  next  at  Bearley,  and  that  a  special  train  be 
chartered  for  the  occasion  to  leave  Snow  Hill  station  at 
a  little  after  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  secretary 
reported  the  death  of  a  member  belonging  to  the  Small 
Heath  Club.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the 
Hearts  ot  Oak  Society  for  their  generosity  in  assisting 
the  widow  of  the  deceased  member.  Votes  of  thanks 
was  ulso  accorded  to  the  divisional  committees  for  visit¬ 
ing  the  clubs  and  inducing  members  to  join  the  society. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Darker  weather  has  brightened  the  prospects  of 
anglers.  This  apparent  anomaly  is  in  substance  correct, 
tor,  with  showers  of  rain,  the  gloomy  outlook  of  dry 
river-beds  has  been  dispelled,  and  fishermen  are  once 

,  PPy-  The  first  indications  of  a  change  came  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  when  we  had  a  light  shower  at 
VVindermere,  and  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood— 
the  precursor  of  a  heavier  downfall  on  Saturday,  mixed 
with  hail,  and  in  some  quarters  snow.  Cold  showers 
navel  been  the  rule  since,  though  the  volume  of  water 
has  been  such  as  to  make  only  a  slight  perceptible  rise 


SATURDAY.  MAY  6,  1893. 

of  the  streams.  Present  indications  point  to  more  to 
follow. 

Conmarativelyfew  anglers  have  yet  been  out,  though 
P':°bably  by  the  time  these  notes  are  printed,  fishing 
will  have  again  got  into  full  swing.  The  best  basket  we 
have  heard  of,  so  far,  came  from  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Kent  on  Monday  night,  when  Mr.  J.  Whitehead  had 
twenty-five  small  trout. 

On  Lake  Windermere,  the  takes  of  char  have,  of  late, 
been  eminently  satisfactory.  There  are  now  only  three 
boats  on  the  lake  privileged  to  net  for  this  handsome 
and  delicious  fish,  and  recent  captures  have  been  con¬ 
fined  to  an  extremely  limited  area  of  the  water.  The 
char  is  a  gregarious  fish,  and  it  is  at  times  diffi¬ 
cult  to  hit  upon  the  exact  locale  of  the  shoals.  The 
opposite,  however,  has  lately  been  the  rule,  and  the 
nshermen,  who  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  ser¬ 
vants  of  the  English  Lake  District  Angling  Association 
have  been  fortunate  in  coming  across  the  char  in  their 
migrations  from  one  point  to  another.  Considerable 
numbers  of  good  trout  have  also  been  taken  in  the  nets 
but  by  virtue  of  the  agreement  between  the  fishermen 
and  the  Association,  these  are  in  all  cases  returned  un¬ 
injured  to  the  water,  to  the  end  that  they  may  con- 
^  sport  of  bond  fide  anglers  in  the  future 

Pollution  conlinues  to  grow  apace.  Last  week  we 
recorded  a  serious  case  in  South  Westmoreland,  and  now 
Cumberland  is  the  sufferer.  The  following  paragraph 
speaks  for  itself On  Monday,  no  fewer  than  1327 
trout  and  young  salmon  of  small  size  were  found  dead 
in  the  Greta,  between  the  lead  mine  at  Threlkeld  and 
the  place  where  Brundholme  beck  enters  the  river,  and 
were  removed  therefrom  by  Mr.  Oliver,  water  bailiff, 
and  three  assistants,  whose  services  were  obtained  for 
the  purpose.  The  drought  has  reduced  the  water  to  a 
very  low  level,  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  Greta 
will  not  be  worth  throwing  bait  into  by  anglers  this 
year.  The  Fishery  Board,  of  course,  have  knowledge  of 
the  rene  wed  destruction  of  fish. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

long  desired  rain  has  come,  but  not  in  anything 
like  the  quantities  necessary  for  clearing  out  our 
streams,  or  replenishing  land-locked  waters.  Still  how¬ 
ever,  a.  decided  and  welcome  improvement  can  be 
reported  in  the  results  of  sport.  Lately  trout  have 
bep  well  on  the  feed,  and  many  good  baskets  obtained 
principally  in  private  waters.  Mr.  Sam  Brooks  had 
lOJ  brace  on  the  29th,  and  Mr.  Bell  and  friend  had  fair 
sport  on  the  28th.  Mr.  Walmesley,  in  the  Derwent,  in 
two  days  killed  7^  brace,  and  particulars  are  to  hand  of 
other  good  catches,  but  modesty  will  not  allow  the 
participators  to  permit  their  names  to  be  mentioned 
'This  IS  to  be  regretted  as  the  results  are  really  interest¬ 
ing.  The  Bolton  anglers  have  succeeded  in  proving  the 
oft  repeated  assertions  that  large  trout  existed  in  the 
corporation  reservoirs,  and  the  capture  of  trout  weigh- 
31b.  12oz.,  31b.  9ioz.,  and  many 
11b.  within  the  past  fortnight  should  settle  the  sceptics. 
The  capture  of  these  fish  and  other  large  fish  in 
other  reservoirs  is  attributed  to  the  low  water  en¬ 
abling  bait  fishers  to  get  on  to  the  sandy  bottom 
away  from  the  paving  of  the  banks  so  that  a  drought 
may  be  said  to  have  its  advantages.  The  approach- 
ing  May  m^etiEg  of  the  Amalgamation,  on  the  13fch 
promises  to_  be  full  of  interest  to  the  affiliated 
clubs,  and  in  order  to  prepare  a  report  of  the 
fishing  at  Wisbeach  the  president,  Mr.  \V.  R  Hawkes 
and  the  secretary,  Mr.  A.  W.  P,' afford,  intend  paying 
the  locality  a  visit.  It  would  appear  that  Manchester 
anglers  have  a  long  way  to  go  for  fishing,  and  why  the 
heavily  rated  anglers  of  this  city  quietly  submit  to  be 
debarred  from  their  own  reservoirs  whilst  other  towns 
enjoy  filing  in  theirs  is  a  mystery,  all  it  wants  is  a 
united  effort,  and  also  a  persistent  one.  The  corpora¬ 
tion  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  a  Manchester  angler  for 
assistance  in  a  dilemma,  and  some  return  ought  surely 
to  be  made.  The  Pheenix  Club,  Oldham,  have  decided 
to  visit  Llanymynech  on  Whit  Saturday  for  the  purpose 
of  deciding  their  annual  match.  It  is  a  long  way  to  go 
but  suitable  cheap  fares  are  available,  and  when  neces¬ 
sity^  compels  this  course  of  action  any  minor  incon¬ 
venience  must  be  put  on  one  side  or  no  match  fished. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  fixed  the  following  dates 
for  the  series  cf  competitions  which  are  to  decide  the 
championship  of  the  society  :  June  17,  July  16,  Aug.  5 
Sept.  9,  Oct.  1.  The  usual  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Kingfisher  Angling  Society  was  held  on  the  2nd  at 
head-quarters,  on  which  occasion  there  was  an  excep¬ 
tionally  strong  muster.  Mr.  Pickering  handed  over  a 
suita,ble  bookcase  to  the  society,  and  Mr.  Councillor 
Linsley,  Mr.  Prescott,  and  Mr.  Cooke  made  valuable 
additions  of  books  to  the  library.  Mr.  Prescott,  jun 
was  elected  librarian.  It  will  be  interesting  to  the 
many  supporters  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  to  learn 
that  the  canal  is  not  to  be  drawn  off  at  Whitsuntide 
other  arrangements  have  been  made  which  obviates  the’ 
necessity  of  such  a  course  being  taken. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  had  a  nice  rain  on  Monday  night,  but  it  was  not 
enough  for  anglers. 

Some  fair  catches  of  roach  and  perch  are  still  to  be 
had,  although  the  time  for  coarse  fishing  is  nearly  over. 

A  very  good  catch  of  roach  was  made  last  Thursday  iii 
private  water,  weight  2^  stone  of  fair  fish. 

Perch  are  taking  worin  well  in  the  reaches  by 
W  r^ham  Broad,  and  also  just  below  Horning  village, 
on  the  Bure.  Several  anglers  were  out  on  Sunday,  and 


succeeded  in  making  good  average  bags  all  round.  A 
few  very  good  bream  were  also  taken  at  Horning. 

A  week  or  two  ago  your  able  correspondent  “  Goose- 
quill  ’  said  he  thought  we  ought  to  have  a  close  season 
in  this  district.  I  think  he  will  admit  that  the  whole  of 
Au  and  broads  teem  with  fish,  and  that  where 

the  head  of  fish  keeps  steadily  increasing,  as  it  does 
here  (thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society),  any  more  stringent  measures  for 
the  protection  of  fish,  other  than  those  imposed  by  the 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Fisheries  Act,  are  quite  unneces 
fiary.  Beyond  this,  the  fish  make  a  close  time  for 
themselves,  for  he  must  be  a  clever  angler  who  can 
make  fish  bite  during  spawning  time.  A.  J.  Rudd. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  have  had  a  nice  fall  of  rain,  but  insufficient  to 
make  any  difference  to  the  Trent  in  this  district.  The 
river  is  very  low  and  clear,  and  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  doing  amongst  the  salmon.  A  few  gentlemen 
have  been  out,  but  have  returned  without  obtaining  a 
run.  The  only  variety  to  the  enjoyment  of  trolling  wais 
the  occasional  loss  of  baits.  From  Newark  a  friend 
writes  me  that  he  does  not  think  there  is  afresh-run  hsb 
below  Averham  Weirs  at  the  present  time.  He  had 
given  angling  a  fair  trial  during  the  past  six  weeks  below 
the  Gully ,  and  had  only  landed  three  pike,  which  he 
had  carefully  returned.  Mr.  David  Slater,  he  added 
was  determined  to  land  one  with  the  fly  if  such  were 
possible.  I  hope  Mr.  Slater  may  succeed  in  doing  that 
which  no  other  Trent  salmon-aagler  has  yet  succeeded 
in  accomplishing.  It  seems  very  strange  that  salmon 
ignore  the  favourite  artificial  lures  in  such  a  large  river 
as  the  Trent. 

^  Coarse  fish  are  now  at  the  tails  of  the  various  weirs 
either  spawning  or  scouring.  Hundreds  of  late  have’ 
been  seen  on  the  side  weir  at  Beeston,  and  the  sight  on 
all  the  favourite  scouring-grounds  is  one  that  speaks 
volumes  for  the  commencement  of  the  legitimate  season 
on  the  16th  proximo. 

At  the  annual  business  meeting  of  the  Nottingham 
Wellington  Angling  Society,  several  points  of  interest 
to  anglers  generally  cropped  up.  The  chairmau,  for 
instance,  stated  that  he  desired  the  society  to  be  re¬ 
garded  in  the  light  of  an  exemplary  society.  They  had 
no  desire  to  dictate  to  any  kindred  body,  and  if  his 
friends  would  allow  him  to  consult  his  own  feelings,  he 
was  persuaded  that  a  change  in  the  presidency  of  the 
club  would  prove  more  beneficial.  He  had  looked  over 
their  newly  acquired  waters  at  Shardlow,  in  company 
of  their  keeper,  and  he  was  certain  there  was  a  good 
time  in  store  for  the  members.  Mr.  Chas.  Jackson,  one 
of  the  members,  introduced  some  irrelevant  remarks  as 
to  the  late  rod  tax,  and  said  he  was  now  connected 
with  the  Great  United  Notts  Anglers’  Association.” 
The  tax  would  have  been  a  heavy  burden,  especially  if 
the  Fishery  Board  had  fixed  it  at  half-a-crown,  but  he 
supposed  now  that  matters  would  come  right  in  the  end. 
Several  gentleman  expressed  strong  dissent,  for  it  had 
been  clearly  stated  over  and  over  again  by  a  gentleman 
(Mr.  Henry  Bromley)  who,  as  a  conservator,  had  that 
tax  question  in  hand,  that  in  no  case  would  it  ever  have 
exceeded  a  shilling.  Mr.  Jackson’s  friends  had  com¬ 
mitted  a  grave  error  in  their  opposition  to  the  tax, 
which  would  have  proved  a  veritable  blessing  to  workino^ 
men  anglers  by  giving  them,  for  the  small  outlay" 
additional  water  bailiffs  on  the  Trent.  If  they  wanted 
sport,  they  must  expect  to  pay  for  it.  The  “Great 
United  Notts  Anglers’  Association”  was  useless, 
for  the  very  simple  reason  that  nothing  they  could  do 
to  improve  sport  would  meet  with  general  approval 
They  were  powerless  legally  to  act  without  the 
Fishery  Board.  They  had  recently  tried  it  on,  and 
they  were  now  saddled  by  a  heavy  bill  from  a  local 
solicitor.— Mr.  Coxon  stated  that  the  “Great  Notts 
United  Anglers  Association  ”  (so  termed  by  Mr.  Jackson) 
was  now  sending  round  “  the  hat  ”  at  the  clubs  for  the 
purpose  of  funds.  Mr.  Jackson  had  no  right  to  bring 
the  rod  tax  question  forward,  and  he  was  pleased  to 
hear  members  say  during  his  speech  that  he  was  talking 
nonsense.  Mr.  Jackson  was  the  treasurer  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  and  he  (Blr.  Coxon)  regretted  exceedingly  that 
he,  a  respectable  tradesman,  should  ever  have  identified 
himself  with  it.  The  speaker  knew  something  of  the 
inner  working,  and  what  steps  were  being  taken  “  to 
raise  the  wind.”  Mr.  Jackson  would  find  himself  a  tool 
in  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  whose  friends  were 
spreading  reports  in  the  town  that  if  fishermen  did  not 
join  the  Great  United  ’  they  would  find  themselves 
without  the  railway  privilege  cards  in  June.  These 
had  passed  through  his  (3Ir.  Coxon’s)  hands  for  many 
years,  and  anglers  might  rest  assured  that  “  the  Great 
United”  would  not  wrest  them  from  him.— Mr.  E. 
West  expressed  similar  views.  Mr.  Coxon,  he  said,  held 
his  appointment  from  the  Midland  Railway  Companv, 
and  not  from  the  old  Notts  Association,  as  had  been’ 
stated  by  the  secretary  in  a  certain  newspaper.  It  was 
a  fortunate  thing  for  anglers  that  Mr.  Coxon  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Savidge. — After  further 
discussion,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr. 
Coxon  for  what  he  had  done  in  securing  travelling  privi¬ 
leges  for  the  anglers  of  the  town  at  large.— Mr.  Coxon 
acknowledged  the  vote,  and  said  he  intended  to  ask  the 
Midland  Company  to  add  to  the  cards  the  station  of 
Whatstandwell,  on  the  banks  of  the  Derwent. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Dam  fishing,  by  which  I  simply  mean  reservoir  fishing, 
has  been  the  beat  and  most  remunerative  form  of  sport 
lately,  although  with  a  little  more  of  Saturday’s  and 
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Sunday’s  rain  streams  would  be  freshened  up  and 
revivified.  Local  dams  have  yielded  fairly  well,  as  has 
the  Thornton  dam  at  Matlock,  Sheffields  again  being  to  the 
fore  in  that  part  of  the  country.  On  Thursday  week  A. 
Waddington  got  5^  brace  of  good  fish  there  with  the 
maggot.  The  Forge  dam  at  Fulwood  was  drawn  a  blank 
on  Saturday.  I  don’t  wonder  at  this.  It  is  a  piece  of 
water  that  has  been  considerably  over  estimated.  A 
few  fish  came  down  from  a  preserved  dam  higher  up, 
and  that  is  all.  If  the  proprietor  wishes  to  people  to 
have  their  money’s  worth,  he  ought,  in  common  fairness, 
to  be  at  the  expense  to  secure  the  few  fish  the  water 
contains  and  to  see  that  their  number  is  added  to. 

The  question  of  river  pollution  is  being  taken  up  with 
great  earnestness  in  Sheffield.  Local  anglers  have  long 
been  disgusted  that  a  fine  moorland  stream  like  the  Don 
should  enter  the  town  in  fit  condition  to  support  trout, 
and  should  leave  it  little  better  than  the  contents  of  the 
city  sewer.  Of  late  years  a  great  improvement  has 
come  over  the  Don  in  this  respect.  Those  above  Shef¬ 
field  who  polluted  it  most  have,  with  one  or  two  excep¬ 
tions,  seen  the  error  of  their  ways  and  amended  their 
habits ;  the  offenders  now  being  practically  confined  to 
the  city.  Recently  the  Corporation  have  taken  part  with 
other  county  authorities  in  making  application  for  the 
creation  of  a  Conservancy  Board,  in  the  belief  that  by 
sncb  means  greater  good  could  be  done  than  at  present, 
while  in  the  town  anglers  have  been  endeavouring  to 
form  a  society  for  the  prevention  of  pollution.  The 
prime  mover  in  this  latter  idea  has  been  Mr.  Arthur 
Stacey,  a  well-known  angler,  who  on  Wednesday  week 
had  the  gratification  of  being  present  at  a  meeting 
(called  by  himself)  at  which  the  suggested  association 
became  an  actuality.  The  meeting  was  attended  by  the 
president  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association  (Mr. 
C.  W.  Styring),  Mr.  G.  E.  Branson,  Mr.  J.  MacLachlan, 
and  many  prominent  local  fishermen.  It  was  a 
very  hearty  and  unanimous  gathering.  The  opinion  of 
all  present  was  that  the  Don,  the  Eivelin,  and  the 
Loxley,  could  be  made  habitable  for  fish  in  a  year’s 
time  from  now.  Manufacturers  who  polluted  would  be 
warned,  and  if  they  persisted  they  would  be  prosecuted. 
They  would  then  find  it  cheaper  to  take  their  boiler 
washings  and  other  refuse  away  than  to  turn  them  into 
the  rivers  and  pay  a  heavy  monetary  penalty.  If  this 
crusade  were  carried  on  for  a  year  the  streams  could  then 
be  stocked  with  fish,  and  Sheffielders  have  a  few  hours’ 
angling  without  consuming  half  the  day  in  journey¬ 
ing  to  and  from  the  water,  as  is  at  present  the 
case.  The  new  association  was  called  “  The  West 
Riding  Anglers’  Pollution  of  Streams  (Prevention) 
Association.”  Mr.  J.  MacLachlan  was  made  chairman  ; 
Messrs.  Arthur  Stacey,  C.  W.  Styring,  and  G.  E. 
Branson,  vice-chairmen;  and  T.  Mannifield  and  S. 
Duckinfield,  secretaries.  I  wish  the  organisation  every 
success.  It  has  my  sympathy,  and  may  count  upon 
whatever  assistance  I  can  render  it.  I  only  hope  it 
means  business,  and  will  have  the  courage  to  “  go  ”  for 
offenders  in  high  places,  irrespective  of  party  influence 
or  class  privilege, 

A  step  in  the  right  direction  !  At  a  meeting  of  the 
angling  club  held  at  the  Brunswick  Arms,  Grimesthorpe- 
oad,  the  other  evening,  a  resolution  was  passed  pledging 
the  members,  when  fishing  in  association  waters,  to 
return  all  undersized  fish,  and  expressing  the  opinion 
that  if  all  clubs  would  only  do  likewise  there  would  be  a 
g’eneral  i  improvement  in  sport.  With  this  sportsman¬ 
like  resolution,  as  well  as  the  opinion,  I  cordially  agree, 
and  trust  the  lesson  will  not  be  lost  on  other  clubs. 

I  am  compelled  to  leave  over  till  next  week  my  pro¬ 
mised  remarks  about  the  Sheaf.  A  misprint  occurred 
in  my  notes  last  week  which  has  given  rise  to  much 
humorous  speculation,  the  Cosley  valley  being  unknown 
locally.  The  word  should  have  been  Loxley.  The 
mistake  was  probably  due  to  my  bad  caligraphy. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

So  low  and  bright  are  the  streams  that  satisfactory 
sport  has  been  unobtainable,  and,  although  the  charming 
weather  we  have  experienced  has  tempted  many  an 
angler  out,  it  has  been  in  the  majority  of  cases  only  to 
return  with  an  empty  creel.  One  or  two  salmon  have 
been  taken,  and  the  last  capture  recorded  was  that  of  a 
heavy  fish,  which  was  landed  at  Shrewsbury  by  Mr. 
Austin  Cox,  who  has  also  recently  taken  two  heavy 
trout.  These,  together  with  a  pair  landed  by  Mr. 
Fisher,  also  of  Shrewsbury,  appear  to  have  been 
perhaps  the  only  good  trout  that  have  been  captured 
this  season,  so  that  the  re-stocking  experiments  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  as  fruitful  as  could  have  been 
wished.  One  or  two  authorities  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  fry  from  German  ova,  which  the 
society  has  of  late  years  turned  into  the  river,  have  not 
thriven,  and  the  executive  are  now  using  none  but  ova 
from  the  hatchery  of  Col.  Masefield — the  common  brown 
trout — which  it  is  believed  will  produce  far  better  results 
than  the  imported  ova.  The  result  of  this  new  experi¬ 
ment,  however,  remains  to  be  seen.  The  fry  at  the 
hatchery  is  now  in  a  very  healthy  state,  and  the  per¬ 
centage  of  losses  has  been  very  small. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  Poole,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Shrop¬ 
shire  County  Council,  appears  to  be  animated  by  a  laud¬ 
able  determination  not  to  rest  content  until  he  has  in¬ 
duced  that  influential  body  to  take  some  practical  steps 
to  improve  the  salmon  fishing  of  the  Upper  Severn. 
At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  this  body  last  week 
he  expressed  surprise  that  there  had  been  no  report 
presented  to  the  council  from  its  representatives  on  the 
Severn  Board  of  Conservators,  and  asked  whether  any 
united  action  had  been  taken  with  regard  to  stopping 


the  excessive  fishing  of  the  estuary  and  tidal  waters. 
The  cause  of  anglers  in  the  upper  Severn  is  one  which 
we  have  long  upheld,  but  we  have  watched  in  vain  for 
any  practical  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  conservators  to 
take  thorough  measures  for  remedying  the  present  con¬ 
dition  of  things,  and  allowing  those  who  breed  the  fish 
in  the  upper  parts  of  the  river  to  reap  some  portion  of 
the  golden  harvest  of  fish  which  is  annually  gathered  in 
by  the  representatives  of  the  netting  industry  of  the  tidal 
waters.  True  it  is  that  one  or  two  slight  concessions  have 
been  made,  such  as  the  inspection  and  alteration  of  one  or 
two  of  the  weirs,  but  as  yet  the  matter  has  not  been 
taken  in  hand  with  anything  approaching  energetic 
action  by  the  board,  and  it  therefore  remains  for  those 
conservators  who  represent  the  upper  waters  to  agitate 
until  something  like  justice  is  done  to  those  anglers  and 
others  interested  in  the  fishing  of  the  river  in  and  above 
the  county  of  Shropshire.  So  strong  is  the  feeling 
among  riparian  owners  and  others  on  this  question,  that 
it  has  even  been  threatened  that  if  the  board  does  not 
take  steps  to  insure  a  better  passage  of  salmon  to  the 
Upper  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  they  will  introduce  an  impor¬ 
tation  of  lively  black  bass  into  the  streams  to  provide 
the  sport  that  is  denied  them  with  the  salmon,  and  it  is 
darkly  hinted  that  these  fish  are  very  voracious  and 
bound  to  swallow  everything  before  them.  Mr.  Jeffrey 
Poole,  however,  has  the  cause  of  anglers  thoroughly  at 
heart,  and  his  voice  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  dis¬ 
regarded.  He  points  out  that  so  bad  is  the  salmon 
fishing  of  the  Upper  Severn  compared  with  that  of  the 
tidal  waters,  that  while  in  Shropshire  and  Worcester¬ 
shire  there  only  exists  fifty  licensed  instruments  for  the 
capture  of  salmon,  in  Gloucestershire  there  are  5879. 
Salmon,  he  states,  used  to  be  the  staple  food  of  people  in 
the  Shrewsbury  district — now  the  only  time  the  poor  saw 
it  was  when  it  was  labelled  28.  fid.  per  pound  in  the  shop 
windows.  In  his  opinion  the  time  had  arrived  when  the 
greatest  pressure  should  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Board  of  'Trade  to  prevail  upon  them  to  take  over  the 
control  of  the  inland  fisheries. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  water  in  this  district  is  very  low  and  fine. 
Refreshing  showers  fell  to-day,  but  until  we  have  a  con¬ 
siderable  downfall,  angling  will  yield  but  poor  sport. 
Salmon  and  trout  are  in  quantities  under  the  weirs,  and 
the  coarse  fish  in  thousands,  unable  to  proceed  further 
up  the  river,  and  fellows— they  are  not  worthy  to  be 
called  anglers — are  taking  them  in  large  quantities, 
though  they  are  full  of  spawn.  I  am  glad  to  hear  there 
is  a  prospect  of  these  disgraceful  proceedings  being  put 
a  stop  to,  and  some  of  them  being  prosecuted. 

A  few  nice  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Severn  with 
both  minnow  and  fly. 

There  have  been  some  very  moderate  catches  of  trout 
in  the  Teme,  chiefly  with  the  fly,  Red  Tag,  Light  Blue, 
Hare’s  Ear,  and  Cowdung  killing  best;  but  some  capital 
baskets  of  chub  and  dace  have  been  taken  with  maggot 
and  fly.  The  samlets  are  still  very  numerous  and 
troublesome  to  the  angler. 

On  the  Avon  some  large  baskets  of  from  101b.  to  251b. 
of  roach  and  chub  have  been  taken  with  stewed  wheat 
and  paste.  If  the  fish  in  this  river  were  protected 
during  the  close  season,  it  would  be  the  best  river  for 
coarse  fish  in  the  world.  I  trust  it  will  soon  be  under 
the  control  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  close  season  enforced. 

On  the  banks  of  this  river,  I  met  with  a  veteran  angler 
of  about  eighty  years.  He  has  fished  the  river  for 
seventy  years,  and  is  apparently  as  fond  of  the  sport  as 
ever.  He  has  donned  ‘‘  the  Red,”  and  seen  many  a  fox 
killed,  and,  it  may  be  said,  has  seen  better  days  ;  tall  and 
commanding  in  figure,  strongly  marked  in  features,  hair 
reaching  to  his  shoulders  ;  from  these  grey  locks  he  culls 
the  hair,  on  which,  when  twisted,  he  ties  his  hooks  and 
takes  his  fish — surely  he  is  without  a  rival  in  the  pisca¬ 
torial  world.  William  Parker  is  his  name.  He  lives  at 
Eckington. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

“  More  rain  ”  is  the  cry  of  the  angler  in  this  district. 
It  is  true  we  had  a  shower  or  two  on  Tuesday  evening, 
but  so  far  as  the  fishermen  is  benefited  the  weather 
might  have  remained  fine.  The  fact  is  that  the  ground 
has  become  so  thoroughly  dry  that  it  will  take  a  more 
than  ordinary  downfall  to  saturate  it  sufficiently  to 
cause  a  fresh  in  the  rivers.  It  is  some  time  since  such  a 
long  drought  has  been  experienced  in  Swaledale — or  for 
that  matter  in  other  parts  of  Yorkshire — especially  at 
this  period  of  the  year.  But,  despite  the  clear  and  low 
state  of  the  Swale,  and  the  fact  that  some  of  its  tribu¬ 
taries  have  been  poisoned,  numerous  anglers  have 
presented  themselves  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  Of 
course  the  panniers  have  been  small.  Mr.  Oha’les 
Musgrave,  I  learn,  has  been  about  the  most  successful, 
taking  over  forty  during  one  day’s  fishing.  Mr.  George 
Harrison,  Mr.  Spencer,  jun.,  Mr.  J.  Doherty,  and  others, 
have  tried  their  luck,  and,  considering  the  unfavourable 
circumstances,  have  done  fairly  well.  Matters,  how¬ 
ever,  are  not  improving,  and  the  Swale  is  extremely  low 
in  places.  Reports  from  the  other  streams  disclose  a 
pretty  similar  state  of  affairs,  and  there  is  generally  but 
one  reply  to  inquiries — “  Nothing  doing.” 

The  opening  day  of  the  season  in  connection  with  the 
Driffield  Anglers’  Club,  which  preserves  the  well-known 
trout  streams  in  that  district,  took  place  on  Tuesday  in 
last  week.  The  day  was  very  bright  and  sunny,  and 
altogether  unfavourable  for  fishing,  with  the  result  that 
the  catches  were  small.  One  happy  circumstance  is  open 


to  congratul  tion,  and  that  is,  there  are  plenty  of  trout 
in  the  streams. 

-A.t  the  time  I  despatch  this,  heavy  clouds,  foreboding 
rain,  are  hanging  overhead. 


FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KERRY. — The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been,  on 
the  whole,  very  unfavourable  for  angling,  and  sport  has 
been  below  the  average  throughout  the  county. 

On  Waterville  Lake  a  few  salmon  have  been  taken 
spinning,  and  one  or  two  with  the  fly.  White  or  sea 
trout  are  now  coming  up,  and  an  odd  one  has  been  got 
now  and  again.  Sea  trout  angling,  however,  is  rarely 
good  on  this  water  before  June. 

I  may  here  state  for  the  information  of  angling  visitors 
to  Waterville,  who  intend  making  the  Lake  Hotel  their 
headquarters  during  the  coming  white  trout  season, 
that  this  establishment,  which  has  been  closed  since 
Feb.  1,  has  been  rented  by  Mr.  Galvin,  proprietor  of  the 
Bayview  Hotel,  Waterville,  from  the  landlady.  Miss 
Hartopp,  of  Dalby  Hall,  Melton  Mowbray,  England 
Mr.  Galvin  is  at  present  having  the  place  renovated 
and  done  up,  and  it  will  be  opened  for  the  reception  of 
visitors  on  June  1,  the  commencement  of  the  white  trout 
season.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  patronised  Mr. 
Galvin’s  Bayview  Hotel,  have  spoken  highly  of  the 
accommodation  and  cuisine  there,  and  those  who  put  up 
henceforward  at  the  Lake  Hotel  may  rest  assured  that 
no  pains  will  be  spared  to  make  them  comfortable.  The 
Lake  Hotel  is  very  conveniently  situated  for  anglers, 
being  built  on  the  shore  of  Waterville  Lake,  and  there¬ 
fore  quite  close  to  the  fishing  grounds. 

From  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  also,  its  situation  is 
perfect,  being  built  upon  an  eminence,  where  the  invigo¬ 
rating  breeze  from  the  Atlantic,  laden  with  ozone,  may 
be  felt  and  appreciated. 

On  the  Inny,  sport  with  brown  trout  has  been  good, 
and  several  white  trout  have  been  had  by  local  anglers. 
The  white  trout  have  come  up  here  unusually  early  this 
year.  As  a  rule,  they  rarely  arrive  before  June.  Old 
anglers  along  the  river  attribute  their  early  appearance 
this  year  to  the  great  heat  we  have  had  during  March 
and  April,  which  raised  the  temperature  of  the  water, 
even  up  to  that  of  midsummer.  'This  river,  which  used 
to  be  so  badly  poached  in  season  and  out  of  season,  will 
be  better  protected  henceforward,  as  Mr.  Galvin,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Bayview  and  Lake  Hotels,  has  acquired 
the  fishing  rights  upon  it,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
portion  of  the  northern  bank,  and  he  (Mr.  Galvin)  has 
employed  additional  keepers  to  look  after  his  portion.  In 
ordinary  years,  the  angling  here,  both  for  salmon  and 
white  trout,  used  to  be  of  a  first-class  kind  from  June 
upwards,  and  now  that  the  water  will  be  better  pro¬ 
tected,  the  chances  of  sport  will  be  considerably  im¬ 
proved. 

Coppal  lake  has  yielded  good  baskets  of  brown  trout 
since  last  notes,  but  though  white  trout  have  come  up, 
none  have  been  taken.  Coppal,  however,  is  essentially 
a  late  summer  and  autumn  water,  and  only  a  few 
anglers  go  out  on  it  before  July. 

On  Cummeravanig  lake  brown  trout  have  afforded 
much  sport,  the  best  basket  that  I  heard  of  containing 
four  dozen  trout.  The  trout  of  this  water  are  of  a  small 
size,  but  they  give  much  play,  being  very  game.  They 
are  considered  very  good  for  the  table,  and  are  of  a 
very  delicate  flavour.  No  white  trout  can  ascend  into 
this  lake,  in  consequence  of  natural  obstructions,  and 
the  stream  that  carries  off  its  superfluous  waters  is 
nothing  more  than  a  mere  rivulet  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  year. 

On  Lough  Drenane,  local  anglers  have  had  fair  sport, 
but  this  water  is  getting  too  low  for  successful  angling, 
and  a  few  days’  rain  is  required  to  bring  angling  up  to 
the  average. 

The  Cummeragh  river  is  now  running  very  low. 
Salmon  are  reported  numerous  in  the  deeper  pools,  but 
they  rise  badly  to  the  fly  except  when  a  flood  takes  place. 
No  anglers  have  been  out  on  this  water  up  to  the 
present.  On  Waterville  river,  brown  trout  angling  has 
been  good  but  no  salmon  or  white  trout  have  been  taken. 
Salmon  are  now  ascending  in  increased  numbers,  but  no 
grilse  have  arrived  up  to  time  of  writing.  Salmon  seine 
boats  have  commenced  hauling  outside  the  mouth  of 
this  river,  but  I  have  not  got  details  of  their  takes, 
which  I  heard  have  been  large  for  the  opening  days. 

From  Killamey  I  learn  that  sport  has  been  very  .slack 
among  salmon,  but  that  the  brown  trout  Ashing 
continues  pretty  good.  Several  large  brown  trout  were 
taken  here  last  week.  The  Killarney  waters  appear  to 
be  the  home  of  some  of  the  finest  and  largest  brown 
trout  in  Ireland.  This  season  one  of  111b.  was  taken, 
and  even  larger  than  this  have  been  recorded  in  former 
years. 

In  North  Kerry  matters  piscatorial  are  at  a  low  ebb, 
and  sport  has  declined  greatly  recently.  In  this  district 
there  are  several  good  salmon  rivers,  such  as  the  Feale, 
Gale,  Sinerlagh,  and  Cashan,  but  the  bright  and  sultry 
weather  we  have  had  since  March  has  reduced  those 
waters  very  much,  and  the  daily  blazing  sun  put  angling 
out  of  the  question,  except  in  the  late  evenings.  Rain 
is  much  needed  on  all  those  waters,  and  when  it  comes, 
whenever  that  may  be,  angling  is  sure  to  show  up  con¬ 
siderably. 

In  South  Kerry  angling  has  been  quite  as  bad,  and 
nothing  beyond  brown  trout  angling  of  a  middling  kind 
has  been  had  since  last  notes. 

Sea  angling,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  very  good 
along  the  Kerry  coast.  At  Waterville,  Westcove,  Castle- 
eove,  Valentia,  and  a  few  other  stations,  pollack  anglers 
have  had  from  a  dozen  to  twenty  daily,  and  there  appears 
to  be  an  unlimited  supply  of  this  fish  on  the  coast  this 
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year.  Whiting,  also,  hare  giren  much  sport,  and 
anglers  after  them  have  had  large  hampers  at  different 
points.  At  Portmagee,  the  ling  and  cod  fishery  con¬ 
tinues  good,  and  hundreds  of  the  former  fish  have  been 
had  daily.  Some  of  those  weighed  as  high  as  231b.  The 
mackerel  fishing  is  still  very  successful,  and  prices  con¬ 
tinue  good.  At  Fenit,  the  Manx,  English,  French,  and 
Irish  boats,  have  made  large  hauls  during  the  week. 
Some  of  the  boats  despatched  their  fish  by  steamers  to 
the  English  markets,  while  others  landed  theirs  at  Fenit 
pier,  whence  it  was  carried  on  several  occasions  by 
special  train  to  Tralee  en  route  to  the  E^nglish  markets. 
The  lobster  fishing  has  commenced,  but  the  takes  have 
not  been  as  good  as  usual  on  this  coast.  Trawlers  have 
done  fairly  well  at  Dingle,  Ballinskellig,  and  Kenmare, 
while  the  local  yawls  have  been  very  successful  among 
mackerel  at  Portmagee,  Valentia,  Westcove,  Killimly, 
and  Darrynane.  _ 

ULSTER. — There  is  not  much  of  a  change  in  the 
weather,  which  threatens  rain.  Some  intermittent 
showers  fell  from  Saturday  till  Tuesday,  but  not  in  suffi¬ 
cient  quantities  to  be  of  any  service. 

A  number  of  English  tourists,  including afew  anglers, 
have  arrived  at  the  King’s  Arms,  Larne,  co.  Antrim. 
The  most  convenient  stream  to  Larne  is  the  Glenwherry, 
which  gives  pretty  good  brown  trout  fishing  after  floods. 
The  trout  do  not  run  heavy. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Charles  Playfair,  the 
courteous  manager  of  Messrs.  Braddell’s  (Belfast)  firm, 
I  have  just  to  hand  the  new  catalogue  issued  by  the  firm. 
In  addition  to  the  usual  object  of  the  catalogue,  there  is 
attached  a  comprehensive  map  of  Ireland,  with  the 
sporting  rivers  and  lakes  marked  in  red,  and  a  salmon¬ 
fishing  calendar  for  the  various  districts  in  Ireland. 

A  local  syndicate  recently  purchased  Lord  Lurgan’s 
demesne  near  Lurgan,  co.  Armagh,  at  ^615,000,  for 
building  purposes.  Inside  the  demesne  is  an  artificially 
made  lake,  some  100  acres  in  extent,  and  well  stocked 
with  coarse  fish.  The  demesne  has  been  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  Lurgan  family  since  James  I.,  while  “  plant¬ 
ing  ”  Ulster  made  a  grant  of  .£4000  to  William  Brown- 
low,  the  founder  of  the  family. 

I  witnessed  a  heart-breaking  piece  of  work  last  Friday 
evening  while  fishing  the  Ballinderry,  below  Coagh.  A 
young  fellow  a  few  yards  from  me  was  making  rather 
clumsy  attempts  at  spinning  an  artificial  minnow  over 
“  Given’s  Wrack,”  a  weedy  portion  of  the  river.  A  trout 
at  least  41b.  rose  and  took  the  minnow.  The  fellow  was 
almost  paralysed,  but,  recovering  himself,  with  one 
tremendous  haul  he  pulled  the  trout  clear  of  the  water, 
but  just  then  “crack”  went  the  rod,  and  away  went 
the  trout  with  the  minnow  and  a  piece  of  the  line,  which 
was  like  a  rope,  before  I  conld  call  out  to  him 
to  play  the  fish.  Then,  with  a  longface,  he  told  me  that 
it  was  almost  his  first  attempt  at  fishing.  I  felt  like 
throwing  him  into  the  stream.  “  Not  my  luck  to  get  a 
rise  like  that,”  I  sadly  murmured,  viewing  my  brace  for 
which  I  had  fished  seven  mortal  hours. 

Angling  affairs  are  in  a  rather  complicated  state,  to 
say  the  least,  in  the  Dundalk  Conservancy  district, 
which  includes  all  the  streams  and  their  tributaries 
entering  the  Irish  Sea  between  Ballaghan  Point  and 
Donaghadee,  but  the  matter  to  which  I  refer  affects  alone 
the  Pane  and  Castletown  rivers.  Some  months  ago  the 
inspectors  of  Irish  fisheries  sat  in  court  at  Castle  Welling- 
ham,to  hear  an  application  from  the  licensed  fisher¬ 
men  on  the  Fane  and  Castletown  rivers,  to  have  the 
open  season  extended  so  as  to  embrace  from  April  1  to 
Sept.  1,  instead  of  Feb.  12  to  Sept.  19.  This  application 
was  opposed  by  the  fishers  on  the  Annagassen  river.  The 
full  evidence  for  against  the  application  will  be  found  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  12th  Nov.  last. 

The  evidence  was  mainly  in  favour  of  the  application 
and  the  Board  of  Conservators  were  practically  unani¬ 
mous  in  supporting  the  application.  The  application 
was  not  acceded  to,  and  writing  me,  a  correspondent 
says,  “  The  board  has  been  legally  advised  to  permit 
fishing  same  as  before  the  new  close  season  order — 
(this  I  presume  refers  to  the  curtailment  of  the  open 
season  a  few  years  ago) — in  the  Fane  and  Castletown, 
and  to  defend  any  proceedings  taken  to  inforce  the  new 
close  season  order.”  The  Castletown  is  a  late  river,  no 
clean  salmon  appearing  in  it  sooner  than  July.  The 
river  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Phillipstown, 
Dangooley,  andForkhill  mountain  streams,  which  unite 
in  the  parish  of  Castletown  from  whence  the  river  runs 
into  Dundalk  Bay.  The  Fane  is  also  a  late  river,  fresh 
fish  not  being  taken  in  it  sooner  than  the  latter  end  of 
May.  It  has  its  source  in  Lake  Muckno  in  Co.  Monaghan, 
from  where  it  flows  south  to  Candleford,  then  eastward, 
l^assing  by  Ring  Castle,  Clarmont,  and  Grange,  finally 
falling  into  the  sea  near  Lurgangreen. 


The  Season’s  Angling  on  Loch  Leven. — The 
season  up  to  the  end  of  April  here  has  been  a  very 
successful  one,  notwithstanding  the  very  bright  and  un¬ 
favourable  angling  weather  experienced  throughout, 
while  we  are  also  glad  to  note  that  nearly  all  the  fish 
have  been  landed  with  fly.  During  April  and  March 
181  boats  (including  those  engaged  by  clubs)  were  out, 
and  captured  1338  trout,  which  weighed  13291b.,  or  an 
average  of  TUb.  per  boat.  This  exceeds  the  average  per 
boat  obtained  during  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year  by'  11b.,  while  the  average  weight  per  trout  this 
year  is  1.5voz.,  as  against  12iiOz.  last  year.  The  follow¬ 
ing  table  will  show  at  a  glance  the  number  of  private 
boats  out,  with  the  weights  obtained,  contrasted  with 
the  corresponding  period  last  year ;  — 

511).  to  lolb.  to  1.51b.  to  2011).  and  Total 
To  .ilb.  1011).  Lilb.  201b.  upwards,  boats. 

Lsio: .  40  .  (12  .  20  .  0  .  r,  .  us 

1S02 .  40  .  .5.1  .  17  .  7  .  4  .  121 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 

Mat  is  with  us  once  more — lovely,  beautiful  May  I 
ought  to  call  it — and  the  long-looked-for  16th  of  June  is 
nearing.  Now,  then,  is  the  time  for  anglers  to  overhaul 
their  fishing-tackle,  and  prepare  lor  the  ensuing  season. 

The  past  month,  so  meteorologists  tell  us,  has  been 
the  driest  April  for  eighty  years.  Speaking  as  an  angler, 

I  quite  agree  with  that  opinion,  it  has  been  very  dry — 
parching,  in  fact '.  * 

The  London  and  South-Western  Railway  have,  I  am 
pleased  to  hear,  resolved  not  to  proceed  any  farther  in 
connection  with  their  idea  of  issuing  vouchers  to  anglers, 
the  management  having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  unworkable.  The  objections  to  the  vouchers 
have  also  been  pointed  out  to  the  South-Eastern  Rail¬ 
way,  and  I  hope  to  be  in  a  position  next  week  to 
announce  that  they  too  have  dropped  the  matter. 

V 

The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  have  granted 
the  London  anglers,  during  the  past  few  days,  the 
concessions  they  withdrew  between  seven  and  eight 
years  ago.  Bedford  and  Blunham  (for  the  Gt.  Ouse  and 
Ivel)  can  now  be  reached  from  Euston  for  fis.  3d.  return. 

A  COWARDLY  assault  was  committed,  on  Sunday 
night,  on  a  member  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  who  was 
attacked  by  two  men,  outside  Finsbury  Park,  and 
severely  kicked  in  the  back.  The  angler  heard  them 
say,  “Let’s  have  his  watch,”  and  the  next  instant  he 
received  a  blow  in  the  face.  He  retaliated  with  another 
on  the  lip  of  one  of  the  ruffians,  but  they  knocked  him 
down  and  kicked  him  savagely  in  the  back  whilst  he  lay 
helpless  on  the  ground.  The  police  are  making  an 
active  search  for  this  latest  couple  of  highwaymen,  and 
I  hope  the  scoundrels  will  speedily  be  captured. 

*** 

I  HEAR  on  good  authority  that  the  Rodney  Piscatorials, 
or  some  of  them,  have  left  their  old  clubhouse  and  sought 
another  home.  The  others  have  started  a  new  club  as  a 
result.  I  am  sorry  there  should  have  been  a  split. 

#  # 

# 

The  first  book  on  angling  (so  a  correspondent  writes) 
was  published  on  July  2,  1296,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 

The  Central  Association  has  taken  some  new  fishing 
at  Amberley,  on  the  River  Arun.  Concerning  it  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade  writes  me  :  “  There  are  two  miles  of  water, 
and  the  bank  fishing  is  stated  by  those  who  know  to  be 
the  best  stretch  in  the  Arun.  Many  an  angler  has  often 
longed  to  fish  this  water,  but  for  the  past  eight  or  nine 
years  it  has  been  closed  to  piscatorial  gentlemen.  The 
fishing  is  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  Amberley  Station. 
*  ** 

A  PIKE  of  141b.  has  just  been  captured  in  a  net  in  the 
Blackwater  at  Kelvedon  (private  water). 

The  other  day  I  saw  a  swan  sitting  up  the  Thames. 
The  nest  was  fully  exposed  to  view,  and  the  boatman  I 
was  with  said  some  wicked  things  about  the  cygnets. 
Fish  have  now  nearly  done  spawning  in  the  Thames,  but 
I  hope  and  trust  that  the  swans  will  not  be  allowed  out 
next  season,  as  there  is  no  question  about  their  not 
destroying  immense  quantities  of  ova.  I  have  often 
witnessed  (with  intense  disgust)  these  notorious  fish 
poachers  trumpeting  with  delight  as  they  stuck  their 
bills  into  the  ova  and  gobbled  it  down,  and  I  have  also 
seen  them,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  catch  and  swallow 
dace  quite  7  inches  long.  On  the  Colne,  only  last 
March,  I  saw  a  swan  there  catch  a  roach  of  about  6oz., 
and,  having  disabled  it,  play  with  it  like  a  cat  does  a 
mouse,  and  then  devour  it.  I  thinkthat  if  the  Vintners’, 
Fishmongers’,  and  other  great  City  companies  owning 
swans  on  the  Thames,  were  approached  in  the  proper 
spirit,  the  evil  of  allowing  these  destructive  birds  to  be 
at  large  during  the  spawning  time  would  be  speedily 
dealt  with,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  angling  fraternity 
and  those  who  take  an  interest  in  maintaining  a  good 
stock  of  fish  in  the  Thames. 

*  *  *” 

From  George  Rosewell,  of  Shepperton-on-Thames : 
“  Mr.  Gerrard,  fishing  with  me  on  the  28th  ult.,  caught  a 
trout  of  Jib.,  and  Mr.  C.  Wilson,  on  Tuesday,  took 
another  weighing  5^1b.”  *  i- 

The  Richmond  fishermen  say  the  fish  have  all  done 
spawning  in  tideway,  and,  if  that  is  the  case,  I  should 
think  they  will  be  in  excellent  condition  by  June  16 
next.  Large  quantities  of  roach,  barbel,  bream,  chub, 
and  dace  have  been  seen  cleaning  themselves  on  the 
shallows  lately,  and  dace  are  now  rising  freely  at 

the  fly.  #  * 

* 

The  Czar  has  just  been  pitched  out  of  his  carriage 
into  a  river.  I  wonder  whether  he  was  going  fishing,  as 
I  believe  he  is  rather  fond  of  the  rod  and  line. 

V 

Anglers  will  find  several  fishing  tackle  stands  at  the 
Sportsman’s  Exhibition,  Royal  Aquarium.  By-the-bye, 
Mr.  G.  C.  Cooper  told  me,  when  1  spoke  to  him  there 
the  other  evening,  that  ho  was  going  to  have  a  stand  there 
all  the  year  round.  That  sounds  like  good  business  I 
*  * 

Trout  anglers  wishing  to  fish  between  Monkey  Island 
and  Bray  Lock  need  not  fear  the  post  “  Private 
Fishery  ”  stuck  up  on  Pigeon  Hill  Eyot.  The  riparian 
owner,  I  here,  will  not  interfere  with  them. 


Mr.  W.  Bainbridge,  the  Bures  (Suffolk)  water 
bailiff,  sent  me  the  following  interesting  item  from  the 
Stour :  “  The  pike  and  perch  spawned  about  the  first 
week  in  April  here,  but  as  you  know  this  is  a  very  lata 
river  in  all  respects  for  roach,  and  I  have  not  seen  any 
on  the  move  at  present.  As  a  rule  they  spawn  in  the 
Stour  about  June  6,  and  I  see  no  signs  of  their  being 
any  earlier  this  season.”  *  ^  * 

Trout  fishing  opened  on  the  Lea  on  Monday,  but  at 
the  time  of  writing  I  have  not  heard  of  any  fish  being 
taken.  The  water  is  all  against  the  angler,  who,  how¬ 
ever,  might  stand  a  chance  in  the  evening  when  the 
glare  of  the  sun  is  off  the  river  ;  then  weir  streams, 
(ieep  gravel  holes,  and  “houghs  ”  should  be  tried,  for 
in  such  spots  the  Lea  trout  loves  to  linger,  and  I  hope 
he  will  want  his  supper  very  hadly  wlien  I  make  an 
evening  call  at  Eye  House  shortly. 

*** 

The  Thames  Conservators  were  summoned  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  for  permitting  a  nuisance,  both  “  dangerous  to 
health  and  persons,”  to  exist  at  Limekiln  Creek,  down 
the  river.  #  ^  # 

Evert  week  the  Thames  in  the  upper  reaches  grows 
staler,  and  the  river  is  sadly  in  need  of  a  refreshing 
shower.  The  water  continues,  of  course,  to  be  out  of 
condition  for  trout  fishing,  and  there  is  little  doing. 
Just  now  let  me  recommend  anglers  to  make  a  tour 
down  the  Old  River  to  Wraysbury — a  lovely  spot  for 
fish,  whether  it  be  trout  or  roach,  chub  or  pike.  They 
ought  to  get  a  trout  there  if  they  can  anywhere. 

*** 

“Re-stocking  the  Lea  with  fish.”  That  sounds 
welcome  news.  Last  Wednesday  the  officials  of  the 
London  Anglers’  Association  worked  hard  all  day  with 
that  object  in  view,  the  scene  of  their  labours  being 
No.  1  reservoir  of  the  East  London  Waterworks  at 
Walthamstow.  And,  as  a  result,  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
the  Lea  anglers  will  benefit  by  the  introduction  of  about 
8owt.  of  roach,  perch,  pike,  and  bream  into  their 
favourite  stream.  Had  the  water  in  the  reservoir  been 
lower,  however,  the  catch  would  have  been  much  larger  ; 
but,  owing  to  the  drought,  the  officials  of  the  company 
were  afraid  to  run  any  off.  Consequently,  great  num¬ 
bers  of  fish  must  have  escaped  the  net. 

*#* 

The  permission  to  net  the  reservoir  had  been  very 
kindly  granted  to  Mr.  Ghurney,  on  behalf  of  the 
Anglers’  Association,  by  Mr.  W.  Bryan,  the  engineer  of 
the  Waterworks,  and  Mr.  J.  Childs,  of  the  Lea  Con¬ 
servancy,  had  also  done  his  best  to  secure  the  privilege. 
Everything  satisfactorily  settled,  the  Anglers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  arranged  with  Mr.  J.  Hugman,  of  Hertford,  to 
carry  out  the  netting,  and  amongst  those  I  saw  on  the 
bank  on  Wednesday  morning  were  Messrs.  Childs  (Lea 
Conservancy),  E.  Ghurney  (Anglers’  Association),  G.  H. 
Field,  Geo.  Chambers,  Armstrong,  Fiddes,  Malby,  J. 
Huntley,  W.  Hills,  Williams,  J.  Carter,  W.  J.  Talbot, 
A.  Payne,  Manning,  &c.  The  net,  I  should  explain,  was 
SOyds.  long  and  7ft.  deep,  and  was  provided  with  a 
“  cod,”  or  purse.  It  was  laid  across  the  lake  by  means 
of  a  boat,  and  then  worked  into  a  circle.  During  the 
day  it  was  worked  at  least  a  dozen  times  ;  but,  beyond 
the  first  haul,  the  other  nettings  turned  out  dis¬ 
appointing.  *  ^  * 

They  were  just  carrying  the  first  catch  of  fish  to  the 
steam-barge  when  I  arrived,  after  a  pleasant  walk  down 
Coppermill-lane,  and  a  still  pleasanter  saunter  along 
the  banks  of  the  reservoir.  An  examination  of  the 
carriers  revealed  many  big  bream,  31b.  and  41b.  each, 
and  one  very  black  old  gentleman  I  saw  must  have 
scaled  close  on  61b.  #  ^  # 

The  steam-barge  Salisbury  lay  in  the  Lea,  close  by, 
and  about  three  feet  of  water  had  been  pumped  into  the 
hold  for  the  reception  of  the  fish . 

*  *  * 

Several  nice  jack  were  caught  at  one  of  the  hauls,  the 
largest  fish  going  between  71b.  and  81b.,  but  the  roach 
and  perch  ran  small,  especially  the  perch.  They  will, 
however.  I  trust,  fatten  up  in  the  Lea,  and  provide 
some  good  sport  at  a  future  date.  Mr.  Ghurney  ex¬ 
pected  to  get  some  tench,  but  not  a  single  fish  was  taken. 
*  #  * 

The  fish  were  turned  into  the  Lea  on  Thursday,  by 
Mr.  Ghurney,  not  far  from  Broxbourne. 

*  *f* 

The  Anglers'  Association  netted  the  No.  1  reservoir 
seven  years  ago,  when  three  tons  of  fish  were  caught. 
But  for  circumstances  over  which  there  was  no  control 
the  performance  might  have  been  repeated  on 
Wednesday. 

I  FORGOT  to  mention  that  a  number  of  fine  eels  were 
also  caught,  and  that  in  the  course  of  the  day  they 
were  affectionately  inquired  after,  and  were  finally 
reported  as  missing  !  *  ^ 

A  WORD  of  praise  is  due  to  the  members  of  the 
a.ssociation  who  assisted  the  netsman.  Everyone  worked 
hard,  especially  a  picturesquely-attired  angler,  who  was 
frequently  referred  to  as  “  Buffalo  Bill,”  and  who, 
when  assistance  was  needed  at  the  net  on  the  island, 
was  humorously  ordered  to  take  his  “  cow-boys  ”  over 
in  the  boat.  He  wore  a  tremendous  soft  felt  hat,  a  blue 
flannel  shirt,  and  a  suit  of  brown  corduroy,  and  looked 
more  like  a  pirate  captain  or  a  brigand  chief  than  a 
member  of  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.  Nevertheless 
he  remiered  great  service  on  Wednesday,  and  apparently 
there  was  no  more  popular  man  at  the  netting  than 
“  Buffalo  Bill.” 
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The  twentieth  annual  dinner  of  the  Walworth  Wal- 
l^nians  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  at  the  St.  Paul’s 
layern,  Weatmoreland-road,  Mr.  T.  W.  Venner  pre¬ 
siding  and  Mr.  H.  Bayley  in  the  vice-chair.  There  was 
a  good  attendance  of  members  and  friends,  and  the 
festive  function  passed  off  very  successfully.  The  memi 
insisted  of  boiled  salmon  and  lobster  sauce  roast 
duck,  roast  and  boiled  fowl,  Ac.,  and  after  the  good 
things  had  been  di.sposed  of,  speech  and  song  occupied 
the  remainder  of  the  evening.  The  toast  of  “The 
Walworth  H altonians ”  was,  of  course,  drunk  in  “a 
f°rru o’er.”  and  the  subsequent  toasts. 
The  \  isitors  and  Prize  Donors,”  and  “  The  Secretary 
wk  also  received  with  enthusiasm. 

Vhen  Secretary  Hibble  got  up  to  speak,  there  was  such 
a  benevolent  look  about  his  face  that  the  members 
leaned  forward  expecting  him  to  reveal  the  exact  spot 
ra  the  Stour  where  he  gets  his  grandfatherly  roach  from. 
However,  they  were  doomed  to  disappointment ;  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  members  rally  round  the 
secretary  at  the  weekly  meetings  as  they  aught  to  do, 
he  will  arrange  for  next  season’s  “grand  outing” 
to  take  place  on  his  own  little  “  ditch.”  Mr.  Piolaine 
nineteen  years  a  member  of  the  Walworth 
^Itcnians,  also  acknowledged  the  toast  of  “The 
Officers  ’  ;  then  the  company  drank  “  Goosequill’s  ” 
health,  afterwards,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Venner's  (host  and 
hostessk  and  Mr^H.  Bayley’s  later  on.  The  prize-winners 
were:  First,  C.  Hibble;  second,  A.  Piolaine  -  third  E 
^es ;  fourth,  W.  S,  arrow  :  fifth,  W.  H.  Crisp  ;  sixth, 
E.  loombs;  seventh,  J.  Risdon :  eighth,  E.  Bailev  • 
ninth  D.  Bowles:  tenth,  Elliott:  eleventh.  Mark 
Wheeler ;  twelfth,  Brunker.  Quite  a  large  prize-list  was 
announced  for  next  season.  I  should  add  that  the 
musical  programme  (piano,  Mr.  W.  Judge)  was  all  that 
couW  be  desired  and  that  the  singing  of  Mr.  Vernon 
McMullock  (of  the  Crystal  Palace)  and  Mr.  Will  Walters 
was  excellent.  ^  ^ 

are  a  few  annual  dinner  fixtures  : 
Monday,  8th  inst,  Seymour  Brothers,  Grafton  Arms 
rafton-street,  Tottenham  Court-road;  Tuesday,  9th 
Society,  Essex  Arms,  Essex-street; 
Strand,  W.C.  ;  Wednesday,  10th,  Anchor  and  Hope 
Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  St.  James’-road. 

**  * 

The  Central  Association  of  London  Anglers,  at  their 
delegate  meeting  on  Monday,  voted  ten  guineas  to  the 
Jhames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  Goosequill 


Exports  from  Clu&s 

TTe  beg  to  finest  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
^  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “Editor, 
IISHING  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
Londm,  and  marked  Club  Refoet  outside  envelope, 
rost  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 

NOTICE. 

SECRETARIES  OE  CLUBS  who  take  in  The 
fishing  Gazette  are  reminded  that  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  them  a  nicely  got  up  and  strongly  bound 
leading  Case  for  same,  gratis  on  receipt  of  a  card 
^d^s8edto_  the'  Manager,”  The  Eishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Eetter  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  asking 
for  same  to  be  sent.  _ 

Anglers  Association. — The  newly-elected  general 
committee  met  on  Monday  last,  the  1st  inst.  when 
toe  vice-president,  Mr.  IV.  H.  Beckett,  occupied 
the  chair  The  secretary.  Mr.  E.  Ghurney,  read  the 
minutes  of  the  last  general  committee,  which  were  duly 
confirmed.  In  reply  to  several  inquiries,  the  secretary 
informed  the  meeting  that  Mr.  Murphy  was  making 
Batis^ctoy  progress  towards  the  recovery  of  his 
health  The  Chairman  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  W  H 
Brougham,  thanking  the  association,  on  behalf  of’  the 
Preservation  Society,  for  its  grant  of 
.A—l.  A  long  discussion  ensued  on  various  important 
proposed  new  regulations  for  the  better  management  of 
the  society.  In  future  no  ordinary  business  is  to  be 
transacted  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
association  until  all  the  special  general  business  has 
been  got  through.  Balance-sheets  are  to  be  printed  and 
distributed  at  the  annual  meeting,  with  the  view  of  dis¬ 
cussion  and  passing  same  at  the  next  delegate  meeting. 

A  vote  of  thanks  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. — Hon 
Reporter. 

Anglers’ Association.  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
^ad,  Llerkenwell,  E.O. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
^nting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening  next.  May  8,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney 
have  the  pleasure  to  report 
that  the  North-Western  Railway  Company  have  con¬ 
sented  to  grant  anglers  cheap  tickets  to  certain  stations, 
to  come  into  operation  in  the  ensuing  season.  Full 
particulars  will  be  duly  announced.— R.  Ghurney. 

-Anglers  Association.  —  Southern  District 
Visiting  Ltst.—A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took 
place  on  Tuesday.  2nd  inst..  at  the  Blackfriars  Angling 
Society,  Winchester  Arms,  Sonthwark-street,  S.E.  On 
the  roll  being  called  the  following  fourteen  clubs  were 
represented  :  Anglers’  Pride,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Ber- 

Lambeth, 

^ckham  Brothers.  Rodney,  Second  Surrey,  St.  George’s, 
Wellington  City  Piscatonals,  Pixie  Brothers,  Funny 
Folks  St.  Thomas  s.  The  next  visit  will  take  place  at 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers.  Woolpack  Tavern  Ber- 


mondsey-street.  The  date  I  will  give  next  week. — 
G.  W.  Armstrong,  district  officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall 
Clerken well-road.  E.C.— Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  .£4  2s.  from  the 
Geod  Intent,  and  9s.  3d.  from  the  Phoenix  Angling 
societies  from  their  donation  boxes,  and  £1  Is.  from 
D.  W.  Pime,  Overscaig,  Maidstone,  life  member.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday 
evening.  May  12,  at  8.30.  E.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S. W.  President,  Albert  Chevalier. 
—At  our  last  meeting  our  rules  were  discussed,  and 
most  of  them  were  passed.  The  follow-ing  gentlemen 
were  elected  members  :  Mr.  W.  Ives,  as  working  mem¬ 
ber,  and  our  president,  Mr.  Albert  Chevalier,  as  honorary 
member.  It  was  decided  that  in  future  our  meeting 
nights  should  be  Tuesday  and  Sunday.  Any  gentleman 
wishing  to  join  can  have  full  particulars  at  the  club- 
house  on  those  nights,  or  at  any  time  on  application  to— 
W.  H.  Bryant,  12,  Rnssell-grove,  Brixton,  S.W. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey,  S.E. —The  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  t^ike  place  at  the  club-house 
as  above  on  Tuesday  the  16th.  Members  and  friends 
who  have  kindly  offered  prizes  for  the  past  season  and 
not  yet  paid  them  in,  will  oblige  by  doing  so  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  the  list  may  be  complete.  — A  Conn 
sec.  ’ 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Annual  dinner  on 
Wednesday  next.  May  10,  at  7.30  p.m.  Members  and 
friends  will  oblige  by  being  early.  I  should  be  pleased 
to  see  those  who  promised  prizes,  previous  to  the  night  if 
convenient.  Mr.  Jamieson  has  taken  some  nice  trout 
since  my  last  report. — J.  H. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.WL— Our  first  break  outing  this  season 
Will  take  place  on  June  11,  to  Virginia  Water* 
tickets  to  be  obtained  at  the  club-house.  Members  are 
reminded  that  if  they  do  not  clear  the  books  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  next  they  will  be  fined  per  Rule  4  — E  T 
White,  sec. 

City  Piscatorials  —  Monday,  May  1,  1893.— Mr. 
Erank  Griffin  presided.  Mr.  Tom  Keble  related  his 
recent  experiences  re  trout  fishing,  and,  quoting  from 
Ephem®ra,  ’  said  :  “  Walton  has  dedicated  portions  of 
the  third  and  fourth  day’s  fishing  and  dialogue,  em¬ 
bracing  two  very  long  chapters,  to  that  interesting  fish, 
^“®  ^rout.  To  be  sure,  the  chapters  are  interspersed 
with  songs,  eonviviality,  and  conversation  on  many 
subjects  besides  fish.  This  good  father  of  us  anglers 
knew  well  how  to  catch  a  trout  with  a  worm,  or  with  a 
live  May-fly  ;  but  certainly  was  not  an  adept  at  taking 
that  fish  with  the  artificial  fly  or  by  spinning  the  minnow. 
Nor  do  I  at  all  think  that  his  knowledge  of  the  natural 
history  of  the  trout,  of  its  habits,  and  of  the  methods  of 
breeding  it  was  either  accurate  or  profound.”  Mr.  A. 
Sowerbutts  read,  amidst  roars  of  laughter,  a  facetious 
and  satirical  verse,  “A  Song  against  Pishing,”  written 
by  Martin  Llewellyn,  who  was  born  1(31G.  Having  some 
regard,  Mr.  Lditor,  tor  an  angler’s  digestive  powers,  I 
will  remove  the  cover  from  off  one  dish  (verse)  only  : 

“  You  that  for  Doce  and  Pi.oches, 

Oai'pes  or  Tenches,  Bonas  yoches. 

Thou  wast  borne  between  two  dishes, 

Where  the  Friday  sicnvie  was  Fishes. 

Anglers'  yeares  are  made  and  spent. 

All  in  Ember  weekes  and  Lent. 


Breake  thy  rod  about  thy  noddle, 

Through  thy  wormes  and  flies  by  the  Pottle. 
Iveepe  thy  Corke  to  stojipe  thy  Bottle, 

Make  straight  thy  hook,  and  be  not  afeard 
To  shave  his  Beard. 

That,  in  case  of  started  stitches, 

Hooke  and  Line  may  mend  thy  Breeches. 


Members  and  friends  please  note  that  the  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  is  fixed  for  the  29th  inst.,  and 
not  the  22nd,  as  announced  by  me,  in  error,  last  week  — 
John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
On  Thursday  last  we  held  a  general  meeting.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  wo  had  a  good  muster.  The  revising  of 
rules  was  proceeded  with,  and  some  important  business 
was  transacted.  There  will  be  a  committee  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  May  10,  to  arrange  prizes,  <fcc.  I  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  prize  donors  will  kindly  let  me 
have  their  prizes  as  early  as  possible,  as  our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  takes  place  on  Thursday 
May  18,  when  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  all  our  members 
and  as  many  of  their  friends  as  can  make  it  convenient 
to  attend  (Tickets,  2s.  61.  each).  Any  gentleman  wish¬ 
ing  to  join  a  good  angling  society  cannot  do  better  than 
apply  at  the  above.  Honorary  members  Ss.  per  annum 
including  Anglers’  Privilege  Ticket.— G.  T.  Jameson’ 
sec.  ’ 

ClerkeuweU  and  District  Visiting  Iiist.  —  A 

successtul  visit  of  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Mr.  C.  Watling  in  the  chair.  Fourteen  socie- 
ties  being  represented,  some  of  them  in  large  numbers 
the  large  room  being  crowded.  The  next  visit  will  be 
to  the  Lincoln  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Metropolitan 
iavern.  Winchester-street,  K  ng’s  Cross.  They  are 
good  visitors  and  deserve  a  good  meeting.  P.  Castell 
hon.  sec.  ’ 

Dalstou  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
I^®'®ton.— On  Tuesday,  the  2nd,  our  annual 
distnlmtion  of  prizes  took  place,  the  principal  winners 
being  Mr.  C.  Robinson,  who  took  the  prize  presented  by 
W.  Bowers,  Esq.,  viz.,  a  gold  watch  and  £4.  Messrs 
E.  Baldwin,  C.  Slade,  J.  Edwards,  S.  Malby,  R.  Parram, 
H.  Webber,  J.  Hills,  J.  Cogswell,  E.  Wild,  J.  Thornton 
C.  Richardson,  F.  Legge,  W.  Wythers,  G.  Lloyd,  also 


taking  a  share  of  the  handsome  prizes  that  had  been 
given.  After  some  excellent  harmony,  rendered  by 
Messrs  Granville,  Stretch,  Parram,  Malby,  Legge- 
Goodwin,  Mansfield,  and  several  others,  all  departed, 
after  spending  a  very  jolly  evening.  Members.please 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  make  final  arr.angements  for 
the  annual  dinner. — S.  Malby,  sec. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham. 
I  have  to  announce  that  the  annual  general  meeting 
of  this  society  takes  place  at  head-quarters  on  Tuesday, 
the  9th  inst.,  at  8  p.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the 
officers  for  the  coming  season,  and  also  to  receive  and 
adopt  the  balance-sheet  of  the  past  season,  and,  as  there 
will  be  a  lot  of  work  to  get  through,  I  hope  members  will 
turn  up  punctually.  Owing  to  unforeseen  circumstances, 
I  am  compelled  to  resign  the  secretaryship,  and  the 
committee  have  appointed,  pro  tern..  Mr,  D.  Sharland, 
hon.  sec. ,  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  confirmed  at  the  annual 
meeting.  The  annual  dinner  is  to  take  place  at  head¬ 
quarters  on  Thursday,  June  15,  further  particulars  of 
which  will  be  sent  in  due  course  to  each  member  — 
T.  F.  B. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— Monthly  meeting,  held 
at  the  Wellington,  on  Monday,  May  1.  R,  Owen,  Esq. 
in  the  chair.  Present :  Messrs.  C.  M.  Woodford  r! 
Owen,  J.  Connellan,  J.  Jeffery,  A.  F.  Williams,’  W 
Wiltshire,  W.  Holt,  A.  Rodgers,  H.  Skilton.  Geo  Mills 
W.  Simmons,  W.  Clibbon,  jun.,  T.  A.  Chandler,  M.  Cole’ 
W.  Dix  (treasurer),  B.  W.  Hailes  (secretary),  and 
others.  The  chairman  announced  that  their  secretary, 
Mr.  E.  AV.  Hailes,  would  read  a  selection  from  “  Peck’s 
Bad  Boy.”  At  its  conclnsion  Mr.  Connellan  proposed 
and  Mr.  Woodford  seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
reader.  Mr.  Woodford  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  their  worthy  and  much  respected  chairman, 
which  proposition  met  with  a  hearty  response.— E.  w! 
Hailes,  hon.  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Robin  Hood,  Southampton  -  street,  Pentonville,  N.— 
Our  return  visit  on  Wednesday,  the  3rd  inst.,  ’on  the 
Clerkenwell  and  district  list  was  well  attended,  fourteen 
clubs  being  represented.  Mr.  C.  Watling  occupied  the 
chair.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Lincoln 
Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Winchester-street.  Our 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednes¬ 
day  next.  May  10,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  have  the 
company  of  our  brother  anglers  and  friends.— J  A 
Fitch,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley 
in  the  chair.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a  sea¬ 
fishing  excursion  to  Brighton  next  Saturday,  where  the 
party  will  be  joined  by  some  members  of  the  Sussex 
Piscatorial  Society.  A  train  will  leave  London  Bridge 
at  8.30.  Dr.  Ladell  offered  a  silver  challenge  cup  for 
the  best  specimen  fish.  The  member  winning  it  three 
years  in  succession  to  be  the  absolute  owner.  On  Tnes- 
day,  the  9tb  inst.,  Mr.  Richardson  will  read  a  paper 
entitled  “Memories  of  By-gone  Outings.”  —  James 
Tayler,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— The  smoking 
concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  on 
Tuesday  evening  last  was,  “  as  regards  talent,”  a  great 
success.  We  should  have  liked  to  have  seen  more  of 
the  members  present,  the  room  being  only  moderately 
filled,  and  we  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  those 
members  of  other  clubs  and  friends  for  the  favour  of 
their  company.  Mr.  Geo.  Hunt  filled  the  chair  in  his 
usual  jocular  and  pleasing  way,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Huggett 
did  yeoman’s  service  in  the  vice,  and  by  their  united 
efforts  the  harmony  was  sustained  without  a  break 
through  the  evening.  The  following  gentlemen,  to  whom 
we  return  our  sincere  thanks,  being  the  chief  contribu¬ 
tors  :  Messrs.  Fred.  Wilson,  John  Leah.  W.  Midson 
Stretch,  Talbot,  Corbet,  Bradshaw,  Howard,  and  a’ 
number  of  other  gentlemen  too  numerous  to  mention. 
Mr.  Manning,  on  behalf  of  the  A.  B.  Society,  opened  the 
box  and  found  it  contained  £4  23.,  which  terminated  a 
very  pleasant  evening.  During  the  evening  our  secre¬ 
tary  (Mr.  R.  Murphe^)  who  is,  we  are  glad  to  sav, 
recovering  gradually  from  a  serious  illness,  sent  h'is 
regrets  at  not  being  able  to  be  present,  with  his  donation 
for  the  box,  and  the  news  of  his  mending  health  was 
received  with  great  pleasure  by  all  present  — F  A 
Gray. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— I  should  like 
to  call  the  attention  of  members  to  the  fact  that  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  tickets  are  now  due,  and,  according 
to  new  rule,  every  member  must  take  one  ;  also  that  the 
levies  due  on  Mr.  Jackson’s  death  must  be  paid  before 
fishing  season  commences,  otherwise  the  fish  will  not  be 
eligible. — W.  Fenner,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5 
Queen’s-squaie,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane.  —  Oar  last 
week’s  meeting  was  well  attended  ;  one  new  member 
was  nominated  and  three  elected.  A  vote  of  sympathy 
was  unanimously  passed  with  the  Dowager  Countess  of 
Derby  and  the  relatives  of  the  Stanley  family.  I  am 
very  sorry  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  one  of  our  best 
members,  Mr.  W.  J.  Johnson.  Urbane,  kind,  and 
pnerous,  he  endeared  himself  to  all,  and  the  gap  he 
leaves  in  onr  roll  will  be  hard  to  fill.  Farewell  to  thee, 
old  comrade  and  companion  in  a  hundred  fights  with  the 
sc  ily  big  ’acs.  A  vote  of  condolence  with  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Johnson  w  is  duly  carried.  The  punt  for  Rasbon  will  be 
ready  for  delivery  this  week,  and  towards  the  cost  anew 
member,  Mr.  \V.  Ellis,  gave  lOs.  6d.  Resolved,  that 
the  “  Angler’s  Diary  for  1893,”  be  purchased  for  the 
use  of  members.  There  is  a  nice  change  in  the  weather, 
a  gentle  rain  falling  during  all  May-day  ;  that,  although 
this  interfered  somewhat  with  the  comfort  of  the  spec¬ 
tators  of  the  procession,  it  was  yet  very  welcome,  and 
has  done  a  world  of  good. — Rd.  AVoolfall. 
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Angeling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
roaa,  JN.W.  On  Tuesday  twenty-three  members  put  in 
an  appearance,  and  a  deal  of  business  was  got  throupli 
j-  £  .®  i^’^portant  item  was  the  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes,  which  was  fixed  for  Tuesday, 
May  loth.  I  hope  those  gentlemen  who  have  given 
prizes  will  take  note  of  this,  and  send  them  on  as  soon 
as  pc^sible.  Messrs.  Heelaa  and  Foster  will  be  pre- 
seiited  with  their  testimonials  (for  services  rendered  to 
the  society)  on  the  night  of  the  dinner.  Arthur  Chap¬ 
man  was  proposed  as  a  working  member,  ballot  next 
■WMk.^  Morgan,  hon.  assistant  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington.  —  On  Wednesday, 
above  society  had  their  annual  dinner 
at  the  above  club-house,  when  about  forty  members  and 
friends  sat  down.  After  dinner  the  usual  toasts  were 
pven  :  --The  success  of  the  Prince  Arthur,”  replied  to 

Givers,”  Mr.  Pomison : 

J-riends,  Mr.  Newman  ;  “  Host,”  Mr.  Walton.  The 
distribution  of  prizes  was  then  commenced,  Mr.  Buck 
taking  five  prizes,  Mr.  Eodber  three  prizes,  Mr.  Harris 
Mree  prizes,  Mr.  W.  Arnold  one,  Mr.  Moss  one,  Mr. 
Petep  one.  Some  good  singing  brought  a  pleasant 
evening  to  a  close  at  1.30,  with  twenty-three  private 
prizes  to  compete  for  during  next  season. — J.  Harris 
sec.  ’ 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — On  the  3rd  inst.  we  met  and 
talked  over  business  in  general.  We  had  a  very  fair 
number  present,  but  I  should  like  to  see  a  few  more 
members  present.  Our  annual  supper  will  take  place 
very  shortly,  and  any  member  intending  to  take  a  ticket 
will  oblige  by  sending  in  his  name  to  W.  E.  Shaw,  hon. 
secretary. 

Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Association,  The 

Bush  Hotel,  Shepherd’s  Bush  Green,  W.— The  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  April  26,  and  was  made  a  special  occasion  by 
inviting  ladies  to  be  present.  Our  worthy  host  and 
hostess  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watts)  provided  as  usual  a  most 
excellent  menu,  which  was  fully  appreciated  by  the 
numerous  company  assembled,  amongst  whom  were 
T  1-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Godfrey  Cooper,  Mr.  H. 

Beslie Simpson,  and  Mr.  K.  Eussell.  The  report  showed 
that  the  association  was  in  a  good  financial  position, 
having  a  balance  in  hand  of  £24:  9s.  lid.  Under  our 
^andard  for  fish,  which  is  higher  than  that  for  the 
lhames,  the  record  for  the  past  year  is  7021b.  13Joz. 
Ine  varied  and  handsome  prizes  were  presented  by  the 
president  (Mr.  L.  S.  Pountaine),  the  winners  being  the 
^ce-president  (Mr.  W.  C.  Parkhurst),  Messrs.  Lundy, 
Holloway,  C.  J.  Benwell,  Baldock,  Digby,  Watts, 
Brewer,  C.  Benwell,  and  the  president.  A  yery  pleasant 
surprise  tor  the  honorary  secretary  took  place  by  his 
being  presented  by  Mrs.  Pountaine,  on  behalf  of  the 
ladies  and  members,  with  two  of  Slater’s  patent  reels, 
the  gitt  being  accompanied  with  a  hearty  expression  of 
goodwill  and  esteem.  Under  the  able  management  of 
Mr.  Eogers,  the  musical  part  of  the  eyening  was  a  grand 
success,  several  ladies  taking  part  in  it.  Mr.  Eussell, 
mv.  ^1  sketch,  caused  great  amusement. 

Ifie  ladies  unanimously  expressed,  through  Mr.  Baldock, 
enjoyable  evening  they  had  spent, 
^d  noped  on  future  oceasions  to  receive  invitations  to 
be  present.— C.  B. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
laiden-lane.  Covent  Garden. — On  Tuesday  last  our 
special  meeting  took  place  (not  very  well  attended)  fo 
revision  of  rules,  and  several  very  important  alteration 
were  made.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  all  prizes,  si 
that  a  date  may  be  fixed  for  our  annual  distribution  an( 
diMer.— Pelican. 

Sontli  Iiondon  United  Anglers. — Visiting  List 
ine  annual  delegate  meeting  of  the  societies  on  thi 
above  list  was  held  atthe  Woolpack,  Bermondsej-street 
on  the  2nd,  G.  H.  Pield,  Egq.,  President,  in  the  chair 
i  he  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  being  read  anc 
confirmed,  the  following  officers  were  unanimously  re 
elected:  G.  H.  Pield,  president;  J.  Wright,  vice 
president,  and  A.  Conn,  secretary.  The  balance-sheei 
being  accepted  as  correct,  and  the  balance  handed  ovei 
to  the  secretary  as  a  slight  recognition  of  his  services 
decided  to  hold  the  first  friendly  competitior 
pUf®  season  at  an  early  date  in  July.  Mr.  G.  H. 

Pield  kindly  offering  a  prize  for  same.  The  prize  oi 
halt  a  guinea,  offered  by  the  secretary  last  year  for  the 
society  that  should  be  represented  at  the  most  visits 
during  the  year  was  found  to  have  been  won  by  the 
Anglers  Pride,  they  having  attended  the  whole  of  the 
17  visits  paid.  The  Bermondsey  Brothers  were  also 
repr^ented  at  every  visit,  but  as  the  secretary  is  a 
member  of  that  society  he  decided  that  the.y  should  not 
toe  allowed  to  compete,  the  next  on  the  list  being  the  St. 
mban  s  and  Excelsior,  16  visits.  Amicable  Excelsior  15, 
Anchor  and  Hope  14,  St.  George’s  14,  Peckham 
Brothers  13,  Second  Surrey  12,  Eodney  11,  United 
Brothers  10,  Wellington  10,  Battersea  United  10,  Black- 
iriars  9,  Clapham  Junction  9,  Cliftonville  8,  Wag¬ 
goners  6,  South  London  4,  Grange  4,  Walworth  Wal- 
tonians  3,  St.  Thomas  3,  Original  North  Lambeth  3, 
North  Lambeth  2,  and  Earlsfield  and  Battersea  Friendly 
one  each.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Peckham 
Brothers,  on  Monday  the  15th,  when  I  trust  to  see 
every  society  on  the  list  present,  to  make  a  good  start 
tor  the  present  year  —A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  104,  King’s-road, 
-Brighton.— A  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  H.  D.  Willock, 
J.P.,  before  the  society  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  nit., 
entitled  “Trout  Fishing’  in  Norway,”  which  waa  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  members  present,  who  have  looked 
forward  to  this  as  a  great  treat,  and  were  not  dis¬ 
appointed.  Mr.  Willock’s  paper  was  instructive, 


amusing,  and  thoroughly  practical.  At  the  meeting 
held  on  the  3rd  inst.  two  new  members  were  elected, 
and  the  secretary  (Mr.  W.  F.  Booth)  reported  that  the 
tench  presented  by  Mr.  Fry  had  been  placed  in  one  of 
the  society’s  ponds  at  Burgess  Hill. — Philip  Sickle 
librarian.  ’ 

United  Brothers  Ang’liugf  Society  — The  tenth 
annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  took  place  on 
Tuesday  evening,  at  Host  Wood’s,  Druid’s  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford,  and  was  a  great  success.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Alfred  Nuthall,  Esq.,  J.P. 
(president  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society), 
supported  by  W.  H.  Beckett,  Esq.  (vice-president  of  the 
Anglers’  Association),  and  others ;  the  vice-chairman, 
Mr.  W".  E.  Lawes.  Letters  were  read  from  Chas. 
Darling,  Esq.,  M.P.,  C.  H.  Woodhall,  Esq.  (chairman 
T.A.P.S.),  regretting  their  inability  to  be  present.  The 
dinner  was  all  that  could  be  wished,  the  room  being 
prettily  decorated  with  bunting,  flowers,  fishing  tackle, 
&o.  On  the  removal  of  the  cloth,  the  usual  loyal  toast  was 
proposed  and  drunk  with  honours.  The  toast  of  the  United 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  proposed  by  the  chairman 
in  a  few  well-chosen  remarks,  treating  of  the  pleasures  of 
angling  in  all  its  varieties.  He,  the  chairman,  had  been  an 
angler  all  his  life,  and  felt  great  pleasure  at  being  at  the 
head  of  the  table  that  evening,  coupling  with  the  toast  the 
name  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  H.  Tyler,  who  stated  the 
club  was  in  a  flourishing  condition,  had  a  balance  to  the 
good  of  over  ^£16  ;  cases  of  preserved  fish  (specimen) 
to  the  value  of  ,£60 ;  and  contributed  largely  to  the 
various  preservation  societies.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  in 
responding  to  the  toast  of  the  Anglers’  Association  in  a 
very  able  manner,  pointed  out  the  good  work  being  done 
by  them,  and,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
said  how  much  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  meet  the  chair¬ 
man  at  Deptford,  as  it  showed  he  had  the  interest  of 
the  humbler  angler  at  heart,  and  in  a  speech  attentively 
listened  to,  the  good  to  be  derived  to  the  Preservation 
Societies,  if  gentlemen  like  the  chairman  would  only 
attend  some  of  the  humbler  anglers’  club  meetings  and 
dinners.  The  vice-chairman  in  a  few  words  proposed  the 
toast  of  “  The  Chairman,”  which  was  received  with 
cheers  and  drunk  with  musical  honours.  Mr.  Nuthall,  in 
reply,  thanked  the  company  for  the  kind  reception  he 
had  met  with,  and  presented  the  club  with  £1  Is.  for  the 
best  specimen  pike,  lOs.  6d.  best  specimen  chub,  and 
10s.  6d.  ditto  roach.  The  other  toasts  were  “The  Host,” 
“  Press,”  and  “  Visitors,”  which  were  duly  proposed  and 
drunk  ;  “  The  Vice-Chair  ”  being  the  last,  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  Payne,  enthusiastically  drunk  with  honours,  and 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Lawes.  The  vocal  abilities  of 
Messrs.  A.  Tassel,  J.  Smith,  French,  Captain 
Becket,  Stevens,  H.  Tyler,  Apps,  Holman,  Turner, 
Freame  Champion,  &c.,  were  highly  appreciated, 
and  conduced  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  company.  A 
well-arranged  programme  of  music  by  the  string 
band  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  G.  Bull,  gave  great 
satisfaction  ;  also  Mr.  Louis  Metz  at  the  piano.  “  Auld 
Lang  Syne  ”  gave  the  signal  for  going  home,  after  a 
most  enjoyable  evening.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
prizes  given  during  the  evening  for  the  ensuing  season  : 
Alfred  Nuthall,  Esq.,  J.P.,  £2  2s.;  our  host,  Mr.  W. 
Wood,  £1  Is. ;  G.  Weaver,  Esq.,  £1  Is. ;  W.  Windred, 
Esq.,  £1  Is.  ;  Mr.  J.  Bolton,  £1  Is. ;  a  Friend,  per 
Mr.  W.  Wood,  10s.  ;  Messrs.  Freame,  Penton,  Pennell, 
Steer,  Lawes,  lOs.  6d.  each  ;  Mr.  H.  Eichards,  7s.  6d., 
Messrs.  Pay,  Berry,  Hursh,  Nash,  Laing,  5s.  each, 
making  £11  Is.  ;  Mr.  Martin,  silver  cup  ;  “  Champion,” 
tea  service;  “Payne,”  Nottingham  rod;  “Apps,” 
cruet  stand;  “Mason,”  camp-stool;  Mr.  Cooper,  a 
prize. — W.  E.  L. 

"Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  ani 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — We  had  a  good  attendance  on 
the  2nd.,  Mr.  Betts  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Pain, 
pro  tern.  The  previous  week’s  minutes  were  read  and 
confirmed.  Some  important  business  was  got  through. 
Another  new  member  was  proposed,  Mr.  H.  Pain. 
Ballot  next  week.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  on 
Tuesday  next,  the  9th,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members 
present.  The  distribution  takes  place  on  the  16th,  on 
which  night  the  book  must  be  cleared.  Any  gentleman 
wishing  to  become  a  member  of  a  very  promising 
angling  society  cannot  do  better  than  apply  at  the 
above. — H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-ioad,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
The  20th  annual  dinner  of  the  above  took  place  on 
Wednesday,  May  3rd,  T.  W.  Venner,  E.-q.,  presiding; 
Mr.  H.  Bayley,  vice-chairman ;  pianist,  Mr.  Judge. 
The  usual  toasts  were  proposed  and  duly  honoured,  and 
the  various  speeches  were  pleasantly  interspersed  with 
haimony.  A  very  enjoyable  time  was  spent,  and  a  very 
good  prize  list  was  given  for  the  coming  season.  The 
ball  was  kept  rolling  till  2.30.— Chas.  Hibble,  sec. 

WeUingfton  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  at  the  above  on  Wednesday  next.  May  10, 
and  I  hope  every  member  will  make  it  convenient  to  be 
with  us.  The  list  will,  close  on  the  8th.  We  made 
three  new  members  on  Wednesday  last,  viz.,  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Wilson,  J.  Beer,  and  H.  Barber. — Chas.  Wyer, 
sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  wish 
me  to  thank  all  the  visiting  members  from  other  clubs 
who  favoured  us  with  their  attendance  at  our  concert  on 
Monday  last,  and  also  thank  the  Stepney  for  the  lOs. 
received  from  them,  and  also  the  Canningtown  for  the 
8s.  6d.  received  from  them.  I  hope  other  clubs  that  have 
got  tickets  will  please  forward  them  or  the  money  as 
early  as  possible  to  the  following  address,  and  oblige  : 

E.  Lowther,  38,  Queen  -  street,  Stratford  New 
Town,  E. 


Woolwich  Brothers. — The  twenty-third  annual 
*Hd  distribution  of  prizes  of  this  old-establisked 
club  was  held  at  the  Green  Man,  Plumstead,  on  Thurs- 
day,  27th  ult.  Edmund  Kimber,  Esq.,  presided,  sup¬ 
plied  by  Mr.  C.  Jolly,  the  vice-chair  being  occupied  by 
Mr.  J.  S.  Sykes.  Dinner  over,  the  chairman  compli- 
meped  the  members  upon  the  action  thev  hal  taken 
with  regard  to  the  purification  of  the  river  Thames,  and 
1  time  was  not  far  distant  when  fish  would  be 
able  to  live  and  travel  up  and  down  the  river  as  they  had 
done  years  ago,  and  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  County 
Council  would  soon  have  furthtr  power  to  prevent  the 
pMlntion  of  what  was  once  a  noble  and  beautiful  river. 

t  dolly  announced  that  a  new  species 

of  fish  had  been  discovered  recently  in  the  Thames,  the 
presence  of  which  is  not  calculated  to  improve  the 
prospects  of  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  unless  the 
powers  that  be  ”  take  immediate  steps  to  purify  the 
river.  The  prizes,  which  were  a  choice  collection,  were 
distributed  to  the  successful  competitors,  the  winners 
ping;  F.  Cresswell,  one  specimen,  seven  specials, 
first;  J.  E.  Howeroft,  two  specimens,  two  specials, 
second:  A.  Scarborough, third  ;  E.  Scarborough,  fourth; 
W.  Davis,  fifth ;  J.  Court,  sixth ;  W.  Stevenson, 
seventh  ;  G.  Starling,  eighth  ;  W.  Brinton,  ninth  ;  W.  G. 
Northam,  one  specimen,  tenth;  G.  Grimwood,  eleventh; 
W.  Pirie,  twelfth;  P.  Smith,  thirteenth;  A.  Kimber, 
fourteenth  ;  J.  Hicks,  fifteenth  ;  E.  Turnbull,  sixteenth; 
W.  Hart,  seventeenth;  P.  Shenton,  eighteenth;  D. 
Danskin,  nineteenth  ;  W.  Brownlie,  twentieth ;  B. 
Miles,  twenty-first ;  H.  F.  Smith,  twenty-second.  T1 « 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  E.  Howeroft,  congratulated  the  mem¬ 
bers  on  Paving  had  a  fairly  successful  year,  the  aggre¬ 
gate  amount  of  fish  weighed  in  during  the  past  season 
was  4251b.  4joz.,  as  against  20115.  in  the  previous 
year.  The  club  was  becoming  stronger  in  every 
respect.  He  gave  instances  of  some  novices  who  had 
joined  their  ranks  and  had  accomplished  some  smart 
performances,  and  warmly  thanked  those  members  who 
had  supported  and  assisted  him  by  making  their  23rd 
“  Good  Old  Annual  ’’  a  decided  success,  and  stated  that 
if  they  continued  to  display  the  same  amount  of  activity 
and  enthusiasm  in  the  interests  of  the  club,  they  would 
become  one  of  the  most  powerful  bodies  affiliated  to  the 
Central  and  London  Anglers’  Associations.  Amongst 
those  representing  visiting  clubs  were  members  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Howick  Brothers  Angling  Club,  who  were 
warmly  received;  The  United  Old  Friends,  and  the 
Greenwich  Angling  societies.  The  following  gentle¬ 
men  liberally  contributed  towards  the  forthcoming 
season’s  prize  list,  viz.  ;  E.  Kimber,  Esq. ;  Dr.  Lindow, 
Dr.  Eogers,  Messrs.  J.  J.  Messent,  C.  Hewlett,  G.  P. 
Weaver,  A.  G.  Sanders,  A.  Chapman,  H.  Pamment,  T. 
Moore,  William  Barnes  Cox,  J.  S.  Sykes,  Eichard  H. 
Dippel,  P.  Mulroy,  J.  Mills,  Chamberlain,  F.  Holds- 
worth,  T.  Edmonds,  T.  Hewlett,  W.  G.  Northam,  E. 
Scarborough,  W.  Pirie,  the  Howick  Brothers.  At 
intervals,  the  following  gentlemen  contributed  towards 
the  harmony  of  the  evening  with  a  choice  selection  of 
songs,  recitations,  and  instrumental  solos  :  Messrs.  A. 
Kimber,  E.  A.  Clarke,  J.  Smith,  H.  Bray,  A.  Alexander,  C. 
Purnell,  W.  Stevenson,  D.  Stevenson,  I.  Morgan,  W.  Bar¬ 
nard.  The  folio  wing  resolution  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
W.  Stevenson,  passed  unanimously  ;  “  That  this  club  has 
heard  with  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  the 
passage  through  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
of  the  General  Powers  Bill  of  the  London  County 
Council,  whereby  the  Council  will  be  enabled  to  prevent 
the  building  of  houses  on  unhealthy  low-lying  lands, 
which  ought  to  be  acquired  by  the  Council  and  raised 
to  the  level  of  the  river  bank,  and  let  out  in  allotments 
and  used  for  recreation  grounds,  and  wharves,  and 
warehouses,  and  filtration  beds  for  the  sewage,  this 
club  being  of  opinion  that  by  means  of  the  deodorized, 
filtered,  and  consolidated  sewage,  the  two-fold  object 
could  be  economically  served  of  raising  tbe  land  and 
purifying  the  river.” — J.  P.  Hoivcroft,  sec. 


Imperial  Silver  Cup  Competition. — T.  Crump’.en, 
Esq.,  will  on  Monday  next  present  to  Mr.  John  Osborne, 
of  the  Mildmay  Angling  Society,  a  sterling  silver  cup, 
and  to  Mr.  J.  W.  fliggs,  of  the  Funny  Folks  Angling 
Society,  a  roach  pole,  the  prizes  won  by  them  in  the 
above-named  competition. — John  Smith,  hon.  sec.  to 
the  committee. 

Perch  in  Teviot. — The  other  day  a  number  of  perch 
were  taken  from  the  Teviot  under  peculiar  circum¬ 
stances.  The  river  is  now  so  low  at  the  lower  side  of 
the  cauld  at  Teviot  Bridge  that  there  are  now  several 
small  pools  and  runners  where  used  to  be  strong  streams. 
A  number  of  young  folks  find  amusement  here,  and  one 
of  them,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  James  Young,  residing  at 
the  Bridge,  discovered  some  strange  fish  imprisoned  in 
one  of  the  pools.  These  proved  to  be  perch,  and,  with 
no  other  appliances  than  her  nimble  fingers,  she  managed 
to  captui-e  three  very  nice  specimens,  one  of  them  being 
fully  11b,  in  weight.  They  are  now  in  captivity,  and 
may  be  seen  at  the  Bridge  House. 

Salmon  Fishing, — Mr.  D.  H.  Barry,  who  has 
returned  to  Windsor  from  Glentana,  Deeside,  Aberdeen, 
has,  with  his  brother,  Mr.  H.  J.  Barry,  been  having 
excellent  sport,  their  united  catch  in  twenty-five  days 
being  201  fish,  the  heaviest  and  largest  this  season  so 
far  on  the  Dae  being  a  grand  fish  of  27ib.,  which  fell  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  H.  J.  Barry.  The  next  best  fish  was  one 
of  22Jlb.,  killed  by  Mr.  D.  H.  Barry.  The  total  weight 
of  the  fish  exceeded  18001b.,  or  an  average  of  over  91b. 
Had  the  water  been  in  perfect  order  the  score  would, 
doubtless,  have  been  a  record,  as  these  two  gentlemen 
are  well-known  as  “  stickers,”  to  use  an  angler’s 
phrase. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  wani  forme  *nd  trwolopee 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manage  of  the  Fishiho 
GAaBTT«,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fotior-lano,  London. 


Time  of  Higli  Water  m  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  Loadoin 
Bridge  given  below. 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /'SS  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  \75  ,,  ,,  Eiohmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add'sSO  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  /  ham. 

50  „  ,,  Barnes.  '^SS  „  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  Londoh  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

May 

6  . 

Horning. 

.  4.48  . 

Brening. 

Sunday, 

Mpnday, 

.  5.47 

8  . 

.  6.10  . 

.  6.37 

Tuesday, 

9  . 

.  7.  7  . 

.  7.41 

Wednesday, 

10  . 

.  8.20  . 

.  9.  1 

Thursday, 

11  . 

.  9.41  . 

.  10.17 

Friday, 

12  . 

.  10.51  . 

.  11.21 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — It  is  an 
anxious  time  just  now  for  the  officials  of  the  various 
preservation  societies  in  watching  and  protecting  the 
spawn  of  several  species  of  fish,  as  some  are  so  much 
earlier,  and  both  the  perch  and  the  roach  almost  coming 
on  at  the  same  time.  If  this  work  is  carried  on 
properly,  and  the  ova  protected  by  means  of  wire 
netting  and  bundles  of  sticks,  as  originated  in  the  tidal 
waters  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Little,  when  he  took  a  great 
interest  in  the  Thames  fishery,  there  is  not  much  to  fear, 
as  far  as  those  two  fish  are  concerned,  either  from  the 
swans  or  the  ducks.  It  is  to  the  latter  there  is  greater 
cause  for  anxiety  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  Thames,  as 
Mr.  Styles,  Her  Maiesty’s  swan  keeper,  is  always  ready 
to  give  every  assistance  to  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  in  regard  to  the  swans, 
having  instructions  to  that  effect  from  the  Lord 
Chamberlain’s  office,  obtained  some  years  ago  by  the 
committee  of  that  society.  When  I  was  at  Maidenhead  on 
Saturday  last,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Maidenhead,  Cook- 
ham  and  Bray  Angling  Association,  a  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  asking  the  committee  to  take  some 
action  in  the  question  of  the  swans  and  ducks  on  the 
river,  and  it  was  decided  to  do  so,  as  Mr.  Cook,  in  his 
great  anxiety  to  look  after  the  interests  of  anglers  and 
the  fishery  generally,  considered  what  could  be  done 
should  be  done,  not  by  one  association,  but  by  a  com¬ 
bined  effort,  and  if  it  was  possible  to  obtain  a  bye-law, 
to  keep  those  birds  off  the  river  during  the  spawning 
season.  There  is  not  much  to  report  in  reference  to  the 
trout,  as  the  desired  change  in  the  weather  at  the  time 
I  am  writing  has  not  come  yet,  but  there  is  every 
appearance  that  it  is  near  at  hand.  My  friend,  Mr. 
James  Clapp,  writes  to  me  and  says  “  I  was  fishing 
with  George  Rose  well  yesterday  (Monday),  but, 
sorry  to  say,  had  no  luck,  the  trout  were  not  feeding 
well ;  the  change  in  the  weather  may  have  upset  them  a 
bit.”  Several  other  correspondents  have  been  doing 
nothing. — B. 

Upper  Thames.  —  Tbodting.  —  The  reaches  of 
the  Upper  Thames  are  at  the  moment  of  writing  in  tip¬ 
top  fettle  for  trout  work,  but  if  the  angler  has  anything  to 
complain  of  (and  he  generally  has  a  heap)  it  is  the 
brightness  of  the  water,  but  this  is  quite  discounted  by 
the  excellent  current  and  “  go  ”  in  the  river.  Wilder,  of 
Maidenhead  (The  Kingfisher  of  the  Thames)  tells  me  he 
has  been  almost  daily  at  work,  but  as  yet  has  not  had 
any  “big  ’uns.”  Mr.  R.  P.  Jackson,  of  Westhorpe 
Park,  writes  me  this  morning:  “I  was  busy  among 
the  trout  yesterday,  taking  three,  and  one  again  this 
morning— no  leviathans,  but  nice  fish  averaging  41b.  all 
round;  W.  Coster,  of  Marlow, in  attendance.”  The  fish 
are  all  taken  in  a  sportsmanlike  fashion,  viz.,  spinning, 
and  I  think  this  haul  in  one  day  so  far  takes  the  confec¬ 
tionery. — Thursday  Evening. — Weather  gloriously  fine ; 
water  warm  and  suitable  for  trout  work  ;  river  surround¬ 
ings  a  treat. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Hampton).— Mr.  E.  Dangerfield,  of  the 
Larkhall  Anglers,  has  been  successful  in  catching  so  far 
the  best  trout  of  the  season — a  handsome  fish  of  111b.,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Hampton.  It  was  afterwards  seen 
by  another  friend  of  mine. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island). — Very  little  doing  ; 
water  still  very  low  and  very  bright.  My  son  was  out 
with  a  gentleman  on  Monday,  but  could  get  no  luck, 
though  they  fished  within  100  yards  of  three  good  trout. 
There  is  no  doubt,  as  soon  as  we  get  a  little  fresh  water, 
the  trout  will  feed,  also  jack.  A  gentleman  caught  two 
good  jack,  which,  of  course,  were  returned.  Barbel 
seem  to  be  very  plentiful  this  season,  I  have  seen  some 
good  shoals  of  them,  also  roach  and  dace.  Respecting 
the  notice  boards  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Robert  Bambridge 
seems  so  very  much  interested  in,  I  can  assure  him  they 
are  nothing  to  do  with  me  whatever.  They  are  not  on 
any  part  of  the  Monkey  Island  estate,  neither  have  I 
any  right  to  interfere  with  other  people’s  business.  I 


have  quite  enough  to  do  to  look  after  my  own  shop  and 
leave  other  people’s  alone.  No  doubt  Mr.  Bambridge 
can  get  all  particulars  elsewhere.  I  hope  next  week  to 
give  a  better  account  of  the  fishing,  and  see  plenty  of 
my  angling  friends  down,  and  also  be  among  some  good 
fish. — R.  Plummer,  SEN. 

Thames  (Shepperton). — Mr.  Gerrard,  fishing  with 
George  Rosewell  of  Shepperton,  has  taken  a  trout  of  31b., 
and  Mr.  Wilson,  with  the  same  fisherman,  one  of  SJlb. 
The  former  was  caught  at  Chertsey  Weir  and  the  latter 
at  the  Chalk  Hole  near  Shepperton  Lock. 

Thames  (Staines). — Mr.  R.  Smith,  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers,  fishing  with  Charles  Howe,  caught  a  nice  trout. 
This  is  the  first  trout  taken  with  Charles  Howe,  who,  in 
reporting  it,  says  he  hopes  to  get  amongst  some  others 
very  soon. 

Thames  (Sunbnry). — Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  has  taken 
a  handsome  trout  of  over  5jlb.  at  the  weir,  and  in  the 
description  of  the  fish,  it  is  stated  to  be  of  a  yellowish 
pink  colour,  with  dark  red  spots. 

Thames  (Weyhridge). — Mr.  W.  B.  Leaf,  fishing 
with  Herbert  Curr,  has  taken  a  small  trout  of  31b. 

Thames  (Windsor). — There  is  but  little  change  to 
report  in  state  of  the  river  here  ;  if  anything  it  i.s 
lower,  and  more  stagnant-looking.  From  about  fi  p.m. 
till  dusk  is  the  best  time  to  try  the  trout,  but,  though 
many  may  be  seen  feeding,  they  appear  to  “  know  all 
about  it”  in  this  clear  water.  Whilst  spinning  for 
trout  one  of  the  students  at  Eton  College,  Mr.  Ranken, 
hooked  and  landed  a  fine  barbel,  which  I  am  given  to 
understand  weighed  lO^lb.,  but  was  put  back,  being 
none  the  worse  for  its  run  round.  Within  the  last  few 
days  I  have  noticed  quantities  of  “miller’s  thumbs,” 
and  loach  (calley,  as  they  are  called  in  Ireland),  laying 
at  the  bottom  of  the  water,  dead.  Are  they  going  the 
way  of  the  crayfish,  which  is  now  quite  extinct  in  the 
Thames.  Mr.  Roberts,  jun.,  of  Park-street,  Windsor, 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  catching  the  trout  which  has 
for  some  time  past  been  playing  about  in  front  of 
Windsor  Bridge.  The  fish  was  in  capital  condition,  and 
weighed  41b.  14oz. — B.  R.  B. 

Aucholme  District. — We  have  had  some  delightfully 
refreshing  rains,  but  they  have  only  softened  the  earth 
superficially,  and  have  in  no  wise  moved  the  water 
courses,  which,  after  all,  are  not  so  low  as  one  might 
expect  after  such  a  long  drought.  The  Alder  fly  is  now 
on.  Mr.  Meanwell  had  four  trout  on  Friday  last  that 
weighed  31b.  It  has  been  a  favourable  time  for  turning 
out  trout  fry.  Some  of  the  earliest  released  at  the 
Manor  Fishery  are  now  2in.  long,  and  rising  freely  at 
the  fly. — Thomas  Ford. 

Barle  (Dnlverton). — River  very  low.  No  fish  being 
taken  by  fiy  or  minnow.  It’s  the  worst  season  ever 
known  by  all  old  fishermen  on  this  river. — Iron  Blue. 

Cornish  Streams. — Nine  weeks’  drought,  sub¬ 
aqueous  weeds  choking  the  rivers,  and  the  water,  for  this 
part  of  the  year,  unprecedentedly  low.  This  is  the  very 
discouraging  state  of  affairs  in  the  south-west.  However, 
some  rods  have  been  out,  principally  on  the  Camel,  and 
have  dapped  with  the  natural  Cow  Dung  Beetle,  or 
“tab-fly  ”  as  it  is  locally  called.  One  rod  had  about  ten 
dozen  trout  in  four  days,  another  about  eight  dozen  in 
the  same  time.  Nichols,  of  Lostwithiel,  is  reported  in 
the  local  papers  to  have  caught,  on  the  27th  ult.,  a  fresh 
run  salmon  of  121b.  in  the  Fowey.  But  this,  it  need  not 
be  explained,  is  extremely  improbable.  The  salmon 
fishing  season  commenced  on  the  1st  inst.,  but  until 
there  is  rain  no  peal  or  salmon  fishing  may  be  expected. 
— Bodmin. 

Darenth.  (Farningham). — Although  the  weather 
still  continues  unfavourable,  the  fi.shing  here  has  been 
very  fair.  Last  Monday  some  gentlemen  had  very 
fair  baskets,  Mr.  Sharp  capturing,  amorgst  others,  a 
nice  fish  of  over  21b.  There  were  three  fish  taken  out 
of  the  water  at  Horton  on  Saturday  last,  weighing  4 Jib., 
31b.,  and  2Jlb.  each.— A.  R.  Stone. 

Dee  (Corwen). — Very  little  was  done.  The  most 
successful  anglers  were  Messrs.  Kent  and  Matthews,  of 
Lemington,  in  three  days,  121b.  ;  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  VV. 
Stansfield,  41b. ;  on  Wednesday,  D.  Roberts  had  eleven 
fish,  51b. ;  Mr.  H.  Williams,  21b.  ;  also  Mr.  Stansfield 
had  some  good  fish.  The  Hon.  C.  H.  Wynn’s  hounds 
met  at  the  Chain  Bridge  for  otter  hunting,  and  alter 
three  hours  exciting  run  a  fine  bitch  otter  was  killed. — 
Alwen. 

Bast  and  West  Cleddau  (Fembrokeshire). — 

The  rivers  are  exceedingly  low,  and  fishing  quite  in 
abeyance.  We  have  just  had  a  slight  shower,  and  there 
are  appearances  of  rain,  but  we  want  a  lot  of  it,  not 
only  for  the  trout  fishing,  but  to  bring  thesewin  up. — H. 

Bden  (Carlisle). — Angling  is  almost  at  a  standstill. 
Probably  fewer  salmon  and  trout  were  killed  in  the 
Eden  in  April  than  for  many  years  past.  There  was  a 
fair  run  of  salmon  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  but  they 
cannot  get  further  than  the  tide  lifts  them,  owing  to  the 
extreme  lowness  of  the  river.  The  disease  seems  to 
have  considerably  abated,  as  it  usually  does  as  the 
weather  gets  warmer.  This  is  a  puzzler,  as  just  the 
reverse  might  be  expected  with  a  fungoid  disease.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  the  water  bailiffs  have  taken  out  with 
a  net,  made  for  the  purpose,  a  number  of  pike,  all  nearly 
ready  for  spawning.  The  recent  rains  have  done  much 
good,  but  have  not  raised  the  river  at  all. — Silver 
Grey. 

Bsk. — The  water  is  wretchedly  low  and  trout  are 
very  scarce.  Those  that  have  been  caught  were  not  in 
very  good  condition,  and  there  will  be  no  sport  to  speak 
of  until  there  is  a  good  flood.  The  river  is  teeming  with 
salmon,  all  wanting  to  get  down  to  the  sea.  A  great 
many  of  them  are  in  very  poor  condition  owing  to  the 
extreme  scarcity  of  the  water.  Several  scores  have 
died,  and  as  many  as  possible  have  been  gaffed  ashore 
and  buried.  Not  a  few  have  been  killed  by  Ruswarp 


Mill  wheel,  and  the  dead  things  have  been  picked  up  om 
the  tide  way.  The  conservators  are  doing  their  best  to 
ameliorate  this  sad  condition  of  affairs.  —  Jno.  J. 
Jackson. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Bzeter). — A  few  light  showers 
have  fallen  at  intervals  during  the  week,  but  not 
enough  to  benefit  the  river,  which  is  now  considerably 
below  ordinary  summer  level.  Sport  has  been  very 
tame  all  round,  and  unfortunately  there  are  no  indica¬ 
tions  at  present  of  any  favourable  change.  The  first 
step  towards  the  new  sewage  scheme  was  taken  by  the 
Exeter  Council  on  Wednesday  last,  when  they  decided 
to  purchase  the  Old  Countess  Weir  Mills  at  a  cost  of 
<£0000.  With  our  river  freed  from  all  deleterious  matter 
we  may  hope  to  enter  on  a  kind  of  “Angler’s  Millennium.” 

May  it  be  soon. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — Angling 
has  been  very  tame  and  unproductive  of  late,  owing  to 
the  dry  weather  and  consequent  low  state  of  the  streams. 

A  change  seems  imminent,  however,  for,  though  we 
have  not  yet  had  enough  rain  to  make  any  impression 
worth  notice  on  the  springs,  it  is  sufficiently  unsettled 
to  lead  to'the  expectation  that  there  will  be  more.  The 
supply  of  flies  on  the  different  waters  is  now  pretty 
good,  both  land  and  aquatic,  and  sport  should  improve 
for  grub  and  worm  fishing  if  a  little  more  colour  were 
to  be  found  in  the  water.  The  flies  now  about  are  Duns 
and  Cowdung  fly.  The  season  for  coarse  fish  spawning 
is  believed  to  be  a  favourable  one,  and  anglers  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  a  good  time  when  the  close  season  is  at 
an  end.  Otter  hunting  is  being  continued  with  more  or 
less  success,  and  sportsmen  turn  out  in  good  numbers  to 
witness  the  sport. — Limpet. 

Itchen  (Worthy).— Good  sport  on  a  bright  day 
with  an  east  wind  is  more  than  one  expects,  but  I 
must  say  this  has  been  experienced  by  A.  Wynne 
Corrie  one  day  last  week,  when  this  sportsman 
succeeded  in  bringing  to  the  net  four  and  a  half  brace 
of  trout  in  splendid  condition  on  Look’s  Fancy.  Any 
gentleman  wishing  to  have  a  good  day’s  sport,  I  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  give  this  wonderful  little  fly  a  trial. — ■ 
Lover  of  Fishing. 

Lake  Corou  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). — Last  week 
the  fishing  was  wretched.  'This  week,  after  two  days’  : 

mild  rain,  the  trout  took  well.  On  Monday  Mr.  , 

Edwards,  Holyhead,  took  four ;  on  ’Tuesday  Dr. 
Williams,  Holyhead,  six,  and  the  writer  nine,  between 
the  river  and  lake.  Best  flies,  March  Brown,  Mallard 
and  Claret,  and  Mallard  and  Scarlet.  A  good  deal  more 
rain  is  necessary  to  rise  the  lake  to  its  normal  level. — 

W.  H.  (Wednesday). 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry). — 

Although  sport  has  been  excellent  up  to  present,  we 
still  expect  better  results  after  the  nice  refreshing 
rain  we  have  just  had.  Wednesday,  April  26,  Messrs  . 

Browne  and  Mochlar  bronght  in  twelve  nice  fish  ;  Dr.  J 

Trinder,  twelve ;  Mr.  Withers,  four ;  Mr.  Briggs,  y 

eight;  Mr.  Taylor,  four;  Capt.  Goodwin,  R.A.,  four; 

Mr.  Glazebrook,  three.  Thursday,  27,  Messrs.  Gedney  ■ 
and  Ward  brought  in  thirty-two  fish,  weighing  .| 

211b.  8oz.,  best  fish  11b.  9oz. ;  Messrs.  Browne  and  a 

Mocklar,  fifteen  ;  Mr.  Glazebrook  five  ;  Captain  ^ 

Goodwin,  R.A.,  eight ;  Mr.  Taylor  brought  iu  his  limit  .  S 
of  twenty  fish,  weighing  I41b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Withers,  J 

nine ;  Mr.  Briggs  limit  (twenty  fish)  ;  Sir  Archdall  . 
Palmer,  three  ;  Mr.  Drabble,  three ;  Dr.  Trinder, 
ten.  Friday,  28,  Capt.  Goodwin,  R.A  ,  fifteen  fish,  .  j 
weighing,  lOlb.,  best  11b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  Briggs,  seventeen,  J. 
best  fish,  lib.  8oz.  ;  Messrs.  Gedney  and  Ward, 
fifteen,  best  fi.sh,  11b.  8oz. ;  Messrs.  Brown  and  ,* 

Mocklar,  ten ;  Sir  Archdale  Palmer,  two :  Mr.  Glaze-  y 

brook,  three;  Mr.  Drabble,  nine;  Dr.  Trinder,  four; 

Mr.  Withers,  seven ;  Mr.  Taylor,  five,  best  11b.  12oz.  '  ». 

Saturday,  April  29:  Sir  Archdale  Palmer,  three;  Mr.  , 

Briggs,  limit  (twenty  fish) ;  Col.  Clark  and  Mr.  Wynne,  ? 

seventeen  ;  Dr.  Trinder,  two.  May  1 :  Mr.  R.  L,  Gar-  * 

nett,  limit  (twenty  fish)  ;  Mr.  Withers,  limit  (twentyi ;  * 

Mr.  Briggs,  limit  (twenty);  Dr.  Trinder,  limit  (twenty); 

Col.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Wynne,  twenty-four  (half-day) ;  Dr. 

Irvin,  eighteen ;  Mr.  Baydell,  fourteen ;  Mr.  S.  Garnett, 
five.  Tuesday,  May  2  :  Col.  Clark  and  Mr.  Wynne, 
seventeen  (half-day) ;  Mr.  Briggs,  limit  (twenty  fish) ; 

Mr.  Withers,  eight ;  Messrs.  Boydell  and  Rogers,  twenty- 
three  :  Mr.  Payton,  seven  ;  Mr.  Peyton,  three  ;Mr.  R.  L. 
Garnett,  limit  ^twenty  fish),  best  11b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  S. 
Garnett,  twelve  ;  Rev.  L.  Garnett  and  Rev.  F.  R.  Burn¬ 
side,  seventeen;  Dr.  Irvin,  nine;  Capt.  Garnett, 
eighteen;  Dr.  Trinder,  twelve;  Capt.  Goodwin,  K..4^., 
three.  Best  flies,  Holland’s  Fancy  Red,  and  Mallard, 
and  Red  Spinner. — Long  Drift. 

Lea. — The  great  event  ot  the  week  has  been  the 
netting  by  the  officials  of  the  Angler’s  Association,  of 
one  of  the  East  London  Waterworks  reservoirs,  which 
took  place  on  Wednesday  last,  and  which  was  effectively 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Ghurney,  the 
secretary  of  the  A.  A  ,  who  had  a  largo  staff  of  efficient 
assistants ;  a  numerous  company  of  representative 
anglers  were  present,  who  were  much  interested  by  the 
proceedings.  The  result  was  not  so  good  as  informer 
years,  in  consequence  of  the  water  being  too  deep  for 
the  nets  ;  this  was  accounted  for  by  the  Waterworks 
Manager  not  feeling  justified  in  the  present  dry  season 
of  drawing  the  water  down.  However,  some  thousands 
of  good  fish  were  taken — there  were  bream  up  to 
51b.  or  61b.,  a  lot  of  pike  up  to  about  81b.,  any 
quantity  of  roach  of  all  sizes,  a  decent  number  of 
perch  and  a  lot  of  fine  eels ;  the  fish  were  placed 
in  a  steam  barge  kindly  provided  by  Mr.  Child 
of  the  Lea  Conservancy  and  safely  transferred  to 
their  new  home  in  the  Rye  House  district,  I  should  say 
with  the  exception  of  the  eels,  which  arenot  required 
for  further  stocking  the  river,  the  fish,  as  a  rule,  were 
in  excellent  condition,  and  will  be  a  valuable  addition 
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to  the  already  well  stocked  Lea.  Roach  fishinfj  at 
Broihonrne  has  closed  a  fortnight  earlier  than  usual.  I 
suppose  it  will  open  again  about  the  beginning  of  June, 
when  I  am  sure  the  roach  will  be  in  fit  condition.  On 
Sunday  last,  I  saw  at  Cook’s  Ferry  several  chub  that 
had  just  been  caught,  and  a  lot  of  roach,  all  of  which 
appeared  to  have  got  over  spawning.  There  is  no  donbt 
this  is  a  very  early  season  for  many  kinds  of  fish.  The 
Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society  will  have 
their  annual  distribution  of  prizes  and  concert  at  the 
Globe.  Fore-street,  Edmonton,  on  Tuesday,  April  16. 
The  United  Society  of  Anglers,  who  now  meet  at  the 
Citizen,  70,  Hounsditch,  show  a  total  weigh-in  of 
11231b.  13oz.  for  last  season. — Spliced  Joint. 

liug'g'  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  low  and  clear,  and  at  the 
end  of  last  week  sport  was  very  dull.  A  welcome  fall  of 
rain  was  had  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  made  the 
water  rise  slightly  and  coloured,  but  it  was  only  surface 
dirt,  and  it  soon  ran  off  again,  and  the  water  is  very 
much  improved,  and  sport  should  be  better.  The  fish 
have  risen  well  at  the  Orl,  Governor,  Cowdung, 
Spinners,  and  Hare’s  Ear.  Minnow  fishing  has 
accounted  for  some  good  fish.  Sport  on  Tuesday  with 
the  fly  was  good,  and  some  very  nice  trout  were  landed. 
The  Pinsley  is  now  clear  and  low,  sport  quiet  in  it  until 
more  water  comes  down. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  low  and  clear,  except  when  disturbed  by  sheep¬ 
washing — a  good  deal  of  which  is  still  going  on.  On 
Saturday  and  till  last  night  we  experienced  showery 
weather  (some  hail),  but  to-day  (Wednesday)  has  been 
bright  and  cloudless,  yet  the  change  has  caused  the 
trout  to  move.  There  have  been  but  few  rods  out. 
Flies  are  now  very  plentiful  and  varied,  Alder  or  Owl, 
Blue  and  Yellow  Duns,  Grannom,  March  Brown,  Stone, 
Owls,  Brown  and  Grey  Spinners  are  all  out.  Should 
showery  days  ensue,  sport  should  be  fair,  but  at  present 
appearances  would  indicate  another  spell  of  dry,  bright, 
weather. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Neue. — The  Nene  Angling  Club  opened  the  season  on 
Monday,  when  a  fair  number  of  members  went  out,  but 
not  much  was  done.  The  committee  have  recently 
stocked  the  river  with  about  2000  fish,  consisting  of 
perch,  bream,  carp,  and  tench.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Peterborough  Angling  Association  was  held  on 
Monday  evening,  when  there  was  a  good  attendance. 
The  balance-sheet,  which  was  passed,  showed  that  there 
was  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  association  of  .£45  Os.  2d. 
The  usual  officers  were  elected.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
the  annual  fishing  match  in  July. — E.  A.  S. 

Plymouth — Sea  Fishing. — Mackerel  have  been 
caught  close  in  shore,  two  boats  having  a  dozen  and  a 
half  each,  fishing  at  the  bottom  in  the  Sound,  using  lib. 
boat-shaped  leads,  twisted  gut  trace,  and  hooks  baited 
with  squid.  The  pollack  are  not  located  enough  to 
make  a  certainty.  I  was  ont  on  Thursday,  and  tried  for 
three  hours  with  every  conceivable  bait,  including  the 
natural  sand  eel,  fishing  all  the  old  spots  without  suc¬ 
cess;  and  on  turning  to  come  in,  I  took  the  oars  to  warm 
myself  a  bit,  and  in  passing  close  by  the  pier,  we  had 
fish  on  both  lines.  My  son  saved  his,  but  my  daughter 
of  nine  summers,  being  too  anxious,  did  not  give  line, 
consequently  Mr.  Pollack  walked  off  with  the  bait  and 
half  of  the  trace.  It  must  have;  been  a  tine  fish,  because 
I  was  using  stout  Marana  gut.  I  whiffed  over  the 
same  spot  two  or  three  times,  without  any  luck.  My 
son  was  ont  the  next  morning  at  5.30,  and  had  a  nice 
dish  off  the  pier.  I  was  strolling  around  the  docks  last 
evening,  and  saw  some  lovely  peel  jump.  I  should  think 
they  measured  at  least  2ft.  6in.  The  tidal  basin  is  full 
of  mullet,  but  they  won’t  look  at  a  bait.  There  are 
plenty  of  fresh  water  eels,  some  31b.  and  41b.  weight, 
but  the  dockmen  say  there  is  too  good  a  feed  for  them, 
and  that  is  the  reason  they  will  scarcely  ever  take  a 
baited  hook.  However,  I  intend  to  have  a  try  for  them, 
stewed  eels  being  one  of  my  weaknesses. — William 
Heardee. 

Severn,  Vyrnvry,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Zilanymy- 
nech).— Rain  is  now  again  badly  wanted  here,  as  all 
our  rivers  are  much  too  low  and  bright  for  good  sport. 
After  the  recent  rain  some  gentlemen  visitors  secured 
some  of  the  best  trout  taken  here  this  season,  and  were 
unselfish  enough  to  give  a  few  away  to  some  of  the 
natives,  who  pronounced  them  to  be  most  excellent 
eating  and  in  splendid  condition. — V'tenwt. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.— The 
weather  during  the  week  has  been  dull,  with  indications 
of  rain,  but,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  shower  on 
Sunday  night,  there  has  been  no  change  for  the  better. 
Streams  are  almost  dry  in  places,  and,  unless  the  mills 
are  running  trouting  is  a  hopeless  pursuit.  Three  brace 
of  small  fish  are  notified  me  from  one  of  the  Ouse  tribu¬ 
taries,  and  a  fish  of  l^lb.  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hayward’s  Heath,  and  a  few  fish  up  to  8  oz.  are  reported 
from  the  Rother,  near  Midhurst.  Perch  are  in  many 
rivers  recovering  from  spawning,  and  dace  may  be  seen 
rising  to  fly.  Roach  fishing  is  still  indulged  in  on  the 
Ouse,  but  it  is  full  late  for  reaching.  Several  good  takes 
of  smelt  have  been  made  in  the  harbours  and  estuaries, 
and  the  netsmen  at  Chichester  harbour  recently  landed 
a  small  salmon.  A  few  bass  have  been  seen  disporting 
in  the  lower  water. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  still  continues  to  run 
clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing.  'I’he  weather  has  been  warm  and  tine, 
and  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out  on  the 
river.  Rain,  which  has  been  badly  wanted,  fell  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  refreshed  the  rivers  a  little, 
and  the  fish  have  been  moving  better  since,  and  have 
risen  well  at  the  Blue  Dun,  Orl,  Governor,  Red  and 
Brown  Spinner,  Cowdung,  Stone  Ply,  Hare’s  Ear,  and 
Grannom.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  successful  with  I 


the  worm.  In  the  early  morning  some  fine  trout  have 
been  taken  with  the  artificial  minnow.  On  Monday  the 
water  near  Ludford  was  fished  by  a  gent.,  who  took  a 
basket  of  very  fine  trout  with  the  fly.  Under  the  Castle 
Mill  weir  several  very  tine  trout  have  been  taken  with  the 
minnow.  In  the  water  near  Ashford  sport  has  been 
good  with  the  fly.  On  Wednesday  morning,  in  the 
water  near  New  Bridge,  a  ciane  was  disturbed 
fishing  :  the  bird  had  a  trout,  but  left  it  in  the  water, 
and  the  fish  was  afterwards  fetched  ont  and  scaled  over 
11b.  weight.  For  several  mornings  this  bird  has  been 
seen  on  the  Corve  and  Teme,  and  at  Bnrway.  In  the 
water  at  Knighton,  Sir  W.  Honyman,  Bart.’s  keeper 
was  out  and  came  across  some  men  groping  for  trout  in 
the  Teme.  The  men  were  stopped  and  a  quantity  of 
trout  taken  from  them,  and  they  will  be  proceeded 
against.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Chin,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  fishing  order.  In  the  Corve  some  very 
nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  landed  this  week  with  the 
worm.  Sport  in  the  others  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  having  been  slightly 
improved  by  a  fall  of  rain  on  Tuesday.  This  has  made 
the  fish  move  better,  and  they  are  now  rising  well  at  the 
fly.  The  flies  used  are  the  Ore,  Red  Spinner,  Cowdung, 
Hare’s  Ear,  and  some  very  good  sized  fish  have  been 
taken.  Bottom  fishing  and  minnow  have  been  tried  by  a 
few  with  a  little  success.  On  Monday  a  nice  lot  of 
trout  were  taken  above  the  town  with  the  fly.  The 
Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear  ;  sport  in 
them  quiet  until  there  is  more  water.— Worcester. 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — The  water  is  still  excessively  low, 
and  the  only  means  of  catching  a  few  trout  is  by  up 
stream  fishing  with  Stuart’s  tackle,  but  only  a  very 
limited  number  have  been  had.  Salmon  angling  is  now 
out  of  the  question.  There  are  still  some  old  ones 
waiting  to  go  seaward  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  and  salmon  pink  are  going  down  in  shoals. 

■Welland  (Market  Deeping). — Some  good  sport 
with  otters  has  been  obtained  at  Market  Deeping  by 
Mr.  Bromley’s  pack  of  hounds.  Commencing  at  Mr. 
Thorpe’s  mill  stream,  an  otter  was  scented  but  quickly 
went  aground,  and  every  attempt  to  dislodge  the 
animal  proved  abortive.  They  subsequently  proceeded 
up  stream  to  West  Deeping.  Here  an  otter  was  scented 
and  intense  excitement  prevailed,  but  after  a  two  hours 
chase  the  animal  still  eluded  capture.  The  party  then 
went  to  Helpstone,  and,  although  no  kill  was  recorded, 
yet  an  exciting  run  was  obtained.  Sport  was  then 
abandoned  until  next  day,  when  a  start  was  )made  at 
Tallington  Mill,  where  sport  became  intense,  men  and 
hounds  alike  sharing  in  the  excitement.  An  otter  was 
scented,  and  made  deliberate  efforts  to  escape,  and 
eluded  capture  I'or  three  hours,  but,  becoming  thoroughly 
exhausted,  was  ultimately  killed  after  a  fierce  struggle. 
It  proved  to  be  a  bitch  otter  with  young  and  weighed 
201b.  A  large  and  influential  company  took  part  in  the 
sport. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln). — There  is  not  much 
stirring  in  this  locality  that  is  interesting  to  anglers. 
The  abstention  from  angling  during  the  close  season  is 
very  general,  and  it  is  only  few  who  can  get  the 
entree  to  trout  waters.  I  understand  there  is  some  nice 
fishing  of  this  class  in  the  Horncastle  stream,  and  also 
in  one  or  two  other  streams  which  join  the  Witham 
below  Lincoln.  The  Bain  also  contains  some  nice  trout, 
and  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Witham  have  a  good  stock. 
The  favourable  change  in  the  weather  will  lead  to  more 
sport  in  this  direction,  and  so  soon  as  there  comes  a 
little  more  colour  into  the  water,  bottom  fishing  and 
spinning  will  be  tried.  The  hawthorn  is  now  coming 
into  bloom,  and  we  shall  now  have  a  plentiful  supply  of 
flies  of  all  kinds  in  season. — Luce. 

Yare  (Norwich). — .Since  my  last  communication 
the  weather  has  continued  (with  only  one  exception, 
Monday  last,  when  for  two  hours  we  experienced  a 
splendid  rain  'll  falling  in  that  time)  as  it  has  been  for 
weeks  past,  delightfully  fine  and  genial,  and  has  induced 
many  to  venture  upon  the  rivers,  who  would  otherwise 
have  stayed  at  home,  and,  as  usual  with  anglers,  some 
have  succeeded  and  others  have  failed.  I  saw  one  angler 
who  expressed  himself  delighted  at  having  captured 
seven  perch,  the  smallest  of  which  weighed  IJlb.  (he  did 
not  mention  the  weight  of  the  largest,  so  I  guess  they 
were  an  average  lot),  and  he  also  informed  me  he  had 
caught  some  large  bream  up  to  41b.,  but,  he  added,  not 
many  1  From  what  I  can  gather,  the  fish  caught  on  the 
above  river  are  much  better  specimens  than  those 
captured  on  the  Bure,  as  a  friend  remarked  to  me  to¬ 
day,  “  I  tried  Horning  and  gotplenty,  but,  oh,  the  size.” 

I  rejoined,  I  know,  “  sheets  of  tin,”  but  these  waters, 
about  which  jokes  are  so  freely  made,  are  not  to  be  des¬ 
pised,  as,  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  plenty  of  large 
and  good  fish  of  all  kinds  are  to  be  obtained  by  those  who 
know  how.  The  first  recorded  match  of  our  numerous 
Norwich  clubs  is  that  of  the  Boar’s  Head  Angling 
Society,  held  at  Coldham  Hall  (which  means  Brundall). 
Mr.  Hurrell  took  first  prize  with  about  101b.  of  fish  ; 
Mr.  Brighton,  second ;  and  Mr.  Learner,  third. 
Amongst  the  catch  were  one  or  two  nice  sized  bream 
and  roach,  and  Hoot  Fisher  gave  entire  satisfaction  as 
usual  to  his  visitors.  'Wind  S.E.  and  no  appearance  of 
more  rain,  which  wonld  be  exceedingly  welcome. — 
Robert  Moll. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  &C. — It  will  not  be  possible  for  these 
rivers  to  get  much  lower  than  at  present.  On  Monday 
last  I  walked  all  over  the  rocks  at  Redmire  Force,  there 
being  only  a  small  flow  of  water  in  one  corner.  I  had 
literally  to  stalk  the  fish  I  killed,  viz.,  thirteen  trout, 
weighing  61b.  Creepers  I  could  not  find,  or  might  have 
done  better.  I  caught  them  with  the  natural  minnow  on 
very  fine  tackle.  Mr.  F.  Pemberton  killed  thirteen 
trout  on  the  Tanfield  water  on  the  same  day,  and  Mr.  C. 


Gray  had  decent  sport  with  the  creeper,  which  is  very 
plentiful  about  there,  Mr.  H.  R.  Middlemost  has  also 
done  very  well  with  this  bait.— Francis  M.  Walpean. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Berriedale  (Caitliness). — This  little  river  has  been 
for  weeks  remarkably  low  and  clear,  and  no  attempt  at 
angling  has  been  made.  The  netsmen  have  been  at  work 
at  the  river  mouth  for  some  time  back,  but  to  date  they 
have  not  been  doing  much.  Some  eight  or  nine  boxes 
of  salmon  are  all  that  have  been  got,  although  the 
weather  was  most  favourable  for  net  fishing,  and,  con¬ 
trary  to  their  usual  luck,  there  has  been  no  loss  of 
netting  this  season.  Several  salmon  are  in  the  pools 
below  the  bridge  evidently  waiting  to  get  up.  There 
seems  a  good  crop  of  smolts,  as  they  are  making  for  the 
sea  in  numbers. — S.  C. 

Blackadder. — On  Saturday  the  Greenlaw  Angling 
Club  had  their  spring  competition.  The  following  were 
the  'heaviest  baskets: — A.  Hogarth,  51b.  loz ;  W. 
Basset,  4!b.  15oz. ;  A.  Cochrane,  21b. :  P.  Lamb,  11b.  .34oz. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardofay,  N.B.). — The  long 
spell  of  dry  scorching  weather  almost  threatened  the 
total  extinction  of  the  river.  Combined  with  a  blazing 
sun  overhead,  this  rendered  angling  impossible,  and, 
consequently,  the  whole  of  last  week  was  blank  on  all 
the  beats.  On  Sunday,  however,  some  heavy  showers 
fell,  which  did  a  great  deal  of  good,  so  on  Monday 
anglers  went  out  in  better  hopes,  and  the  results  were 
fairly  satisfactory.  Major  Maxwell,  74th  Highlanders,' 
landed  a  91b.  salmon  on  Gruinard’s  water;  Mr.  J.  • 
Matheson,  on  Mr.  MacLeod’s  rod,  one  of  81b.,  oii 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  water ;  and  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie, 
on  Mr.  Littlejohn’s  rod,  four  salmon,  weighingfllb.,  91b., 
81b.,  and  81b.,  all  on  Craig’s  beat  of  Invercharron  water. 
On  Tuesday  Major  Maxwell  grassed  an  11-pounder  on 
Gruinard’s  water,  and  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie  one  of  81b.  on 
Craig’s  water.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Coupland  and  Miss 
Young,  Cresswell-gardens,  Kensington,  have  arrived  to 
fish  the  hotel  water. — McB. 

Cassley  (Roseliall,  N.B.). — Owing  to  the  long 
cont'inuation  of  drought,  sport  fell  off,  but,  after  the 
copious  showers  of  Sunday  last,  matters  looked  more 
promising.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Stanhope,  P.O.  Buildings, 
Invercassley,  fished  the  lower  boats,  and  landed  three 
salmon,  weighing  111b.,  111b.,  and  121b.  respictively 
On  'Wednesday,  to  all  appearance,  the  clerk  of  the 
weather  promised  a  spate. — McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeeusliire), — The  prospects  of  another 
fill  are  imminent,  and  will  be  most  welcome  to  the  mid 
and  lower  reach  anglers  ;  meantime  the  upper  pools  of 
the  Dee  continue  to  fish  grandly,  and  especially  those  on 
the  Glen  Tana  and  Invercauld  Ballater  reaches.  On  the 
Fife  Arms  water  at|Braemar  Mr.  Winkinson  has  had  good 
sport.  On  Saturday  he  killed  five  fish,  scaling  from 
51b.  to  7Jlb.,  while  Mr.  Bush  had  one  of  71b.,  and 
G.  Cummin,  keeper,  two,  of  61b.  and  81b.,  on  same  water. 
On  the  Balmoral  waters  very  fair  sport  is  being  got  by 
Dr.  Profeit  and  the  royal  keepers.  On  the  Invercauld 
Ballater  waters  Sir  George  Chetwode  had  six  fish  from 
71b.  to  91b.,  four,  of  from  81b.  to  101b.,  three,  of  7ib.,  8!b., 
and91b.,  two,  of  71b,  and  81b.,  and  four,  of  61b  ,  01b.,  71b., 
and  81b.  On  the  same  water  Mr.  Wood  had  seven, 
scaling  from  71b.  to  101b.,  two,  of  91b.  andll^lb.,  three,  of 
81b.,  81b.,  and  101b.,  one  of  101b.,  and  one  of 
101b.;  Mr.  Heath,  one,  4Jlb.,  three,  81b.  each,,  twoj 
71b.  and  81b.,  and  two,  131b.  and  81b ;  while  Mr. 
Griffith  had  in  the  same  time  two,  6Jlb.  and  71b.,  two, 
of  61b.  and  81b.,  one  of  81b.,  and  two,  of  71b.  and  81b. ; 
Captain  Bailey,  four,  of  61b.,  81b.,  81b,,  and  I21b. ;  two 
of  61b.,  four  of  61b.  to  101b.,  one  of  81b.,  and  five,  ranging 
from  81b.  to  101b.;  Mr.  Wood,  two,  of  91b.  and  1141b., 
three,  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  101b.,  one  of  101b.,  and  one  of 
lOJlb. ;  and  Mr.  Potter  two,  scaling  7^1b.  and  391b. — the  ‘ 
latter  the  heaviest  spring  fish  got  this  season  to  the 
fly.  On  the  Glen  Tana  waters  Mr.  Barry  and  part.y 
(three  rods)  creeled  during  the  week  eight  fish  scaling 
from  61b.  to  101b.,  eleven  ranging  from  71b.  to  151b., 
eight  scaling  from  81b.  to  151b.,  nine  from  71b.  to  151b., 
seven  from  81b.  to  161b.,  and  seven  from  91b.  to  111b., 
being  fifty  fish  for  the  week,  and  making  a  total  of  180 
fish  to  iMr.  Barry’s  party  from  the  Ist  April.  On  the 
Aboyne  Hotel  waters  fairly  good  sport  has  been  ob¬ 
tained  considering  the  low  state  of  the  water.  On  the 
hotel  water  Mr.  Fox  landed  two,  of  61b.  and  71b. ;  Mr; 
Laming,  two,  61b.  and  7Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Whitehead  several 
scaling  from  61b.  to  111b.  On  the  Lower  Glen  Tana 
water  Mr.  Whitehead  killed  eleven  fish  tor  the  week, 
while  Mr.  Fox  had  four  on  Saturday  of  average  weights. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  Bailey  had  one  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  Percy 
Wormald  five,  on  Wednesday,  on  the  Castle  water, 
scaling  81b.,  8Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  and  19|lb.  On  the 
Cambus  O’May  waters,  Mr.  Callendar,  Mrs.  Blair,  and 
party  are  having  five  and  six  fish  daily.  On  the  Kincar¬ 
dine  Lodge  water  Mr.  Lamond  landed  one,  91b.  On  the'’ 
Lower  Dess,  Mr.  Duff,  Fetteresso,  had  one,  81b.,  and  J. 
Harper  one,  81b.  On  the  Carlogie  section  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tennant  creeled  three,  of  191b.,  81b.,  and  61b.,  and  two, 
of  6Jlb.  and  71b.,  on  Saturday,  while  Mr.  P.  Wormald 
landed  one  of  7ilb.,  one  of  91b.,  on  the  Borrowstone 
water.  On  the  Ballogie  section  Mr.  E.  Drummond’s 
party  landed  one,  91b.,  two,  151b.  and  91b.,  and  one,  81b., 
while  Captain  Quintin  Dick,  on  the  Woodend  section, 
had  three,  191b.,  81b.,  and  81b.,  on  Friday.  On  the 
Cairnton  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley,  and,  on  the  Blackball,  ' 
Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  have  had  a  few  fish.  On  the  Durris 
water,  on  Monday,  Capt.  Farquhar,  R.N.,  had  a  beauty 
of  mb.,  and  Mr.  Baird  had  four  fish  on  various  days 
during  the  week.  On  the  Ythan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jopp, 
Aberdeen,  made  baskets  of  17Jlb.,  201b.,  and  251b.,  trout 
on  the  last  three  days  of  the  week.  This  river  is  n'ow 
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smolt  season.  Kelts  have  now  cleared  out 

of  the  middle  reaches  of  most  of  the  North-eastern  rivers. 
— Deesider. 

Deveron  (BanffsKire). — This  river  continues  small 
in  volume  and  clear,  so  that  anglers  had  but  indifferent 
At  the  entrance,  silting  is  a  great  drawback  to 
the  entrance  and  exit  of  fish  to  the  ssa,  so  that  both  rod 
^d  net  fishing  continues  in  a  backward  condition.  On  the 
-Mountblairyeection  in  five  days,  Mr.  Harold Braithwaite 
Kendal  caught  221b.  of  trout,  the  best  take  on  one  day 
Mr.  Moser  Kendal  had  also  fair  sport.  On  the 
xidal  and  several  other  sections  a  fair  number  of  trout 
were  killed,  especially  on  Monday  (Bank  Holiday)  when 
che  nnmber  of  anglers  both  on  the  river  and  tributaries 
were  the  largest  for  the  season.  Unfortunately  the  very 
low  state  of  the  water  causes  uneasiness,  the  lowness  of 
the  water  having  not  been  exceeded  for  many  years  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  Consequently  the  number  of 
diseased  fish,  especially  in  the  lower  pools,  is  very 
great,  and  the  salmon  fishermen  in  sweeping  the  pools 
are  bringing  few  clean  fish  to  the  river’s  bank.  Over  300 
fish  were  removed  from  the  water  in  one  week 
9'^tied,  and  unless  a  heavy  spate  takes  place  soon 
the  disease  will  increase  and  prove  detrimental  to  this 
seal  on  s  fishings.  On  the  coast  about  a  score  of  salmon 
were  taken  from  the  stake  nets  on  Saturday — this  is  the 
heaviest  fishing  for  any  day  for  over  one  month.  Prom  all 
^he  stations  the  total  catch  for  the  week  did  not  exceed 
,  average  weight  of  the  fish  killed  was  101b„ 
and  the  heaviest  241b.  Although  grilse  appeared  about 
a  fortnight  ago  last  season,  not  one  as  yet  has  been  seen, 
i.heir  lateness  being  attributed  principally  to  the  dry 
north-easterly  winds.  At  this  date  last  year  the  number 
of  boxes  sent  south  for  the  week  was  fourteen,  and 
eleven  from  Gardenstown.  Prom  the  latter  place  only 
three  left  for  the  week.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  fish, 
we  understand  that  prices  continue  high,  the  average 
being  2s.  3d.  per  pound.— H.  W. 

Helmsdale.— This  week  again  shows  a  low  record  in 
the  number  of  salmon  got  by  rod  on  this  water,  but 
.akiiig  the  fact  of  the  river  being  even  below  its  summer 
level,  and  as  clear  as  crystal,  while  each  day  was  one  of 
bright  sunshine,  the  wonder  is  that  any  fish  were  got  at 
all.  Earn  fell  pretty  heavily  on  Saturday,  but  the 
.ground  being  so  dry  there  is  no  perceptible  rise  in  the 
river  up  till  to-day  (Tuesday).  There  is  further  confir¬ 
mation  of  my  remarks  as  to  a  number  of  salmon  having 
pne  to  the  lochs,  notably  to  Loch  Ach-na-Moine,  which 
has  been  fished,  and  several  salmon  hooked  and  lost  while 
fhey  were  seen  rising  in  large  numbers,  so  that  the 
numbers  in  the  river  must  be  considerably  thinned, 
and  at  present  there  is  not  sufficient  water  in 
the  ri-^r  to  admit  of  more  going  up  from  the 
angling  has  greatly  fallen  off,  even 
for  that  sport  the  water  being  much  too  low.  The  best 
sport  got  with  trout  has  been  at  midnight— quite  a  new 
departure  here- when  a  good  many  anglers  had  good 
baskets  with  fly.  Curiously  enough,  too,  the  Black  Gnat 
was  the  best  killing  fly.  Seemingly  fish  see  dark  objects  at 
night  as  well  as  in  the  daytime.  A  noticeable  incident 
in  trout  angling  occurred  here  last  week.  One  has 
^  T  first  time,  that  eels  sometimes  take 

the  fly.  I  always  doubted  it,  but  now  I  don’t.  Two 
instances  of  their  doing  so  occurred  here ;  in  the  one 
case  it  was  somewhat  doubtful,  as  the  eel  was  hooked 
outside  the  mouth ;  in  the  other  case  the  dubiety  was 
absent,  the  eel  having  the  fly  in  his  mouth.  This  may 
prove  to  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  sport,  if  someone 
could  invent  an  eel  fly  :  Plounders,  too,  have  been 
known  to  take  a  fly,  but  in  their  case  I  think  the  angler 
must  have  been  asleep  and  allowed  his  fly  to  go  to  the 
bottom.  'The  Duke’s  netsmen  began  punctually  their 
^hing  on  Monday  morning  at  6  a  m.  In  the  pool  above 
ifu  they  netted  two  salmon,  but  no  trout, 

although  a  few  days  ago  that  pool  actually  swarmed  with 
trout.  Going  to  the  sea  they  were  more  successful,  getting 
over  a  score  of  beautiful  salmon,  but  no  grilse  yet 
In  the  event  of  a  spate  keeping  off  for  some  time,  they 
are  likely  to  be  very  successful,  as  numbers  were  seen 
disporting  themselves  in  the  bay  during  the  week,  but 
as  It.  18  raining  now,  a  spate  is  likely  not  far  off.  Loch 
ashing  will  soon  begin  now  in  earnest,  and  I  hope  this 
.season  to  have  so  arranged  as  to  be  able  to  give  com¬ 
plete  details  of  the  sport  on  them.  This  is  the  week’s 
record’  each  as  it  is  :— On  Wednesday,  the  24th,  on  No.  1 
above,  Mr.  M  .  Eadcliffe  landed  two  salmon,  S.Vlb.  and 

by  Mrs.  Eadcliffe.  On 
*he  Eev.  G.  McMillan  got  one,  91b.  On  No  2 
above,  Mr.  Loder  had  one,  121b.  On  Tuesday,  on  No.  2 
I^icbard  Eutherford landed  two  salmon,  101b. 
and  lOJlb.  ;  Miss  Eadcliffe,  on  No.  (5,  landed  one,  8Jlb 
On  W  ednesday  the  same  lady,  on  No.  1  above,  landed  a 
salmon,  llilb.  On  No.  2,  Mr.  Eichard  Eutherford 
mu  six  averaging  101b.  ;  the  Torrish  rod  had  one, 
.'ID.  On  Ihursday,  on  No.  2  above,  Mr.  Coates  landed 
five  pinion  averaging  111b.  ;  Mr.  Eichard  Eutherford, 
one.  Jib.'  On  Friday,  on  No.  3  above,  Mr.  W.  Eadcliffe 
landed  a  salmon,  121b.  On  No.  (i,  Mr.  Eichard  Euther- 
wrd,  two,  lOlb.  and  Ulh.  On  Saturday,  on  No.  2abov< 
^r.  W.  Radcliffe,  one  salmon,  101b.  This  gontlema 
has  now  left  here.  On  Monday,  May  1,  I  hear  ot  fiv 
.salmon  having  been  got  by  rod,  but  no  details  hav 
reached  me.  bea  fishing  is  very  backward  this  seasoi 
^  remarkably  scarce. — S.  C. 

Hmin  Hotel  (Loch  Tay,  Perthshire).— April  21 
Mr.  hrank  Mappin,  one  salmon,  171b.;  Mr.  Woodal 
eae,  20  b.  Apri  28,  Dr.  Teale,  one,  251b ;  Mr.  Woodal 
Teale,  one,  211b.  ;  Mr.  Woodal 
lefu®’  ^1^-.  151^- :  Capt.  Stewart  Morgan,  on« 

^Ib.  May  1,  Capt  Stewart  Morgan,  two,  291b.,  191b. 

Tim  2,  Archibald  Stewart,  one 

A  u-’l  Morgan,  one,  261b.  May  3,  Mi 

Archibald  Stewart,  one,  141b.— H.  Maisey. 


Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.)— A 

few  anglers,  both  here  and  at  Invershin,  have  tried  sea- 
trout  angling,  but  sport  has  not  been  up  to  much.  The 
net  salmon  fishings,  which  have  been  very  unproductive, 
are  now  improving.  During  the  past  week  the  takes  on 
Mr.  Anderson’s  Scalp,  Eivermonth,  and  South  Bonar 
shots,  and  on  Mr.  Smith’s  Invercharron  and  Craggan- 
dubh  fishings,  showed  a  considerable  increase  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  week  ;  but  on  Messrs.  Powrie 
and  Pitcaithley's  Skibs  fishings,  at  the  head  of  the 
Dornoch  Firth,  there  was  a  slight  falling  off.  Taking 
them  all  over,  during  the  past  week  the  above  fishings 
supplied  Billingsgate  with  about  llcwt.  of  salmon  — 
Mcli._ 

Lairg*,  H.B, — This  weather  of  April  was  unprece¬ 
dentedly  fine.  On  Monday,  the  24th,  the  shaded  ther¬ 
mometer  showed  a  maximum  temperature  of  73J  degrees. 
In  1892  the  maxima  were  75  degrees  on  June  8,  74  degrees 
on  Aug.  23,  and  73  degrees  on  July  28.  Loch  Shin  is 
getting  into  capital  angling  ply,  and  some  very  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  made  by  Messrs.  Hugh 
Mackay,  John  Macleod,  and  John  Crozier.  Mr.  W. 
Scott-Brock,  of  Anchmamch  House,  Invershin,  has  been 
making  fine  baskets  of  trout  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Shin.— J.  Y. 

Loch.  A-we.- On  Eiver  Orchy,  from  Dalmally  Hotel 
yesterday,  a  gentleman  got  one  salmon,  91b.;  to-day,  Mr. 
Eitchie,  Stonehaven,  one,  ISlslb.  ;  Loch  Awe  Hotel,  Mr. 
McEae,  eleven  trout;  Col.  Knyvett,  eight  trout;’ Mr! 
Trevanion,  eight  trout;  Mr.  Allen,  seven  trout’;  Dr! 
Bland,  five  trout. 

Loch  Awe  Hotel.  — On  April  25,  Mr.  M’Laren, 
Edinburgh,  nineteen  trout ;  Mr.  Allen,  Altrincham, 
twenty-two  trouG  26th,  Mr.  Allen,  Altrincham,  sixteen 
trout ;  Mr.  Eitchie,  Stonehaven,  eleven  trout :  Col. 
MTnroy,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout.  27th,  Mr.  Eitchie, 
Stonehaven,  sixteen  trout ;  Messrs.  Allen,  twelve  trout. 
29tli,  Col.  M'Inroy,  nine  trout ;  Mr.  Allen,  eight  trout! 
— D.  Fraser. 

Loch  Dochart.— On  Friday,  Mr.  E.  Butter,  of  Perth, 
out  from  Luib  Hotel,  on  Loch  Dochart,  killed  twelve 
trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Howden,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout,  41b. 
On  Saturday,  Dr.  Kenneth  Douglas,  Edinburgh,  seven¬ 
teen  trout,  5ilb.  ;  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Eiberts,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  nineteen  trout,  5ilb.,  heaviest  l^lh.;  Mr.  Howden, 
seventeen,  5j-lb.  On  Monday,  Dr.  Douglas  killed,  on 
the  river,  eleven  trout,  51b.,  the  heaviest  IJlb.  — D. 
M’Naughton. 

Loch  Katrine.— Pishing  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel 
on  Monday,  1st,  Messrs.  Pattulla  had  twenty-one  trout 
weighing  101b.  7oz. ;  on  Tuesday,  2nd,  Messrs.  Pattulla 
had  forty-four  trout  weighing  201b.  ;  Mr.  Babtie  had  ten 
trout. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  weather  has  under¬ 
gone  a  marked  change  for  the  better  here,  and  sport  has 
consequently  shown  a  decided  improvement.  On 
Tuesday  the  total  capture  of  the  four  boats  which  were 
out  was  123  trout,  1161b.  8oz.  These  fortunate  anglers 
were  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth,  and  Mr.  Kelsall.  Crieff, 
forty-seven  trout,  391b. ;  Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
thirty-one  trout,  331b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Pullar,  Bridge  of 
Allan,  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Annan,  Stirling,  thirty-two  trout, 
311b.  4oz.  Amongst  the  other  anglers  out  since  my  last 
report  were  :  Mr.  Nisbet,  London  (three  days), '  fifty- 
three  trout,  491b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Jamieson,  Perth,  ten 
trout,  91b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Carruthers,  Corstorphine,  and 
friend,  twelve  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  John  Cameron,  Pollok- 
shields,  thirteen  trout,  121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Sim,  Glasgow, 
eleven  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Kelsall,  Crieff,  twelve  trout, 
111b.— Eobt.  B.  Lainq. 

Loch  Migdale  (Bouarbridge,  N.B.).— Last  week 
angling  conditions  were  so  unfavourable  that  good 
sport  could  not  be  looked  for,  Mr.  MacPherson  tried 
on  two  occasions  and  made  fair  baskets  of  trout, 
averaging  about  ilb.  each.  This  week  weather  im¬ 
proved.  Best  fly,  Heckham  Peckham.— MoB. 

Loch  Ness  (Oich  and  Garry).— There  has  not 
been  such  genial  weather  as  we  have  had  this  last  two 
months  in  the  memory  of  our  oldest  inhabitants — it  is 
far  too  good  as  far  as  angling  is  concerned.  Warm,  I 
may  say  hot,  sunshine  during  the  day,  but  rather  chill 
at  night,  is  the  weather  here  during  the  past  two  mo  aths. 
The  rivers  are  all  but  dry,  and.  although  fish  are 
seen  in  every  pool,  none  will  take  the  bait.  The  Garry 
and  Loch  Oich  auglers  have  gone  off  in  disgust,  but 
still  there  is  a  fish  or  two  got  off  Loch  Ness.  Fishing  on 
Loch  Ness  from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  on  Friday,  Mr. 
Campbell  had  an  excellent  trout,  which  turned  the  scale 
at  81b.  Mr.  Douglas  had  a  salmon  of  101b.  weight  on  Satur¬ 
day,  and  a  trout  of  2|lb.  on  Monday.  Loch  Garry  trout 
are  now  on  the  feed  for  fly-fishiiig,  and  also  Loch  Ness, 
and  after  the  first  flood  the  trout  fishing  on  these  lochs 
should  be  good.  Eain  seems  as  far  off  as  ever.  Salmon 
are  seen  at  the  month  of  the  Morrison  and  the  Oich,  but 
they  refuse  every  lure.  From  the  number  of  salmon 
fry  seen  in  the  Caledonian  Canal  lately  the  past  spaw'ning 
season  must  have  been  exceptionally  good.— Hison 
Melvicb  (via  Thurso),  N.B.— Mr  E.  Buckley  and 
others  are  at  present  on  the  lochs  and  making  excellent 
baskets  of  well-conditioned  trout.  Out  of  his  own 
hatcheries  Mr.  A.  Morrison,  hotel-keeper,  has  distri¬ 
buted  trout-fry  over  the  neighbouring  lochs  as  follows  • 
On  Loch  More,  8000  fry  ;  on  Loch  Baligill,  5000  ;  on 
lo'h  Beagnah-Eaglais,  5000;  and  on  Loch  Achrigill, 
5l00.  From  the  Duke  of  Sutherland’s  hatchery,  5000 
fry  have  been  divided  between  Loch  Currach,  Loch 
Acron,  and  Loch  na  Seilg  ;  while  Loch  Coulbackie  has 
received  2000  American  brook  trout  fry— making  a  total 
for  this  year  of  32,000  fry,  as  compared  with  22,000  last 
young  fish  took  well  to  their  new  homes. 

T  he  fish  deposited  in  these  lochs  by  Mr.  Morrison  three 
or  four  years  ago  have  thriven  so  well  that  some  of  them 
lately  caught  weighed  over  lib.  each. — McB. 


Naver  (Bettybill,  Thurso,  N.B.) — Eecordof  sport 
during  last  week — there  was  no  sport.  Eiver  almost 
unprecedently  low,  and  weather  bright;  but  now  there 
are  hopeful  indications  of  a  change. — McB. 

Overscaig  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Angling  has  com¬ 
menced  sooner  than  usual,  and  is  doing  fairly  well.  On 
Saturday  forenoon  Mr.  Mackay  fished  the  upper  beats 
of  Loch  Shin,  and  got  nine  trout,  weighing  5.jlb.  in  all, 
and  in  the  afternoon  Mr.  ai  d  Mrs.  Archibald,  Edinburgh, 
hooked  a  ferox,  but  after  some  play  lost  it  among  weeds. 
On  Monday  this  week,  on  Loch  Griam,  Mrs.  Archibald 
caught  fifteen  fine  trout,  and  Mr.  Archibald  fourteen, 
the  whole  aggregating  121b.  Best  killing  flies,  Zulu, 
Teal  and  Green,  and  Teal  and  Claret.  Weather 
beautiful. — McB. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B  ). —  Since  last  reported  the 
following  salmon  have  been  caught  on  the  lower  beats  : 
On  20th  ult.  Capt.  Sheet,  one  salmon,  24Jlb.,  on  Angus 
Pool ;  on  21st,  an  eight-pounder  on  Big  Fall ;  and  on 
22nd,  one  of  8Jlb.  on  Little  Fall.  On  24th,  Mrs.  Farrer 
landed  a  nine-pounder  on  Poll  Caslag,  and  one  of  81b.  on 
Ckrag.  On  27th,  Mr.  Lake  had  one  salmon,  on 

Tir  Dam  ;  and  on  28th,  Mr.  Jackson  one  of  81b.  On 
Monday,  this  week,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart., 
landed  a  salmon  of  SJlh.  on  Fir  Dam.  River  latterly 
very  low,  and  not  many  fi'rh  running.  At  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday)  rain  commenced,  and  if  it  con¬ 
tinues  good  sport  may  be  looked  for.  Unfortunately 
for  the  prospect  the  wind  is  still  easterly  and  the  glass 
is  risine’. — McB. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  has  been  again  miser¬ 
ably  poor  this  week,  and  has  shown  no  improvement 
over  the  report^  of  last  week.  Indeed,  it  may  be  set 
down  as  worse,  if  that  is  possible.  Probably  the  oldest 
fisherman  living  in  this  part  of  the  country  never 
remembers  the  angling  being  at  so  low  an  ebb.  A 
copious  rain  fell  on  Tuesday,  but  the  dry  ground 
absorbed  the  rain  as  it  fell,  and  to-day  (Wednesday) 
the  rivers  are  not  moved  by  an  inch  more  of  water. 
There  has  been  a  splendid  show  of  sea  trout  in  the 
Solway  since  Monday,  and  the  nets,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  fared  well.  From  the  notes  before  me,  and  sent 
by  my  correspondents,  it  appears  that  there  is  a  decent 
show  of  sea  trout  in  the  pools  on  all  the  rivers. 
Anglers,  however,  are  of  one  opinion  that,  until  a 
flood  prevails,  there  is  no  chance  of  luring  a  sea 
trout  to  a  fiy.^  Possibly,  on  a  very  dull  day,  with 
a  south-west  wind,  a  chance  might  be  had  for  a  trout. 
The  barometer  fell  yesterday,  but  it  has  gone  up  again 
to-day  with  a  jump.  On  the  whole,  however,  the 
weather  is  not  so  settled-looking,  as  a  few  claps  of 
thunder  were  heard  this  morning,  which  it  is  hoped  will 
lead  to  rain. — The  Annan — This  river  is  much  lower 
than  last  week,  and  very  little  has  been  done.  Mr.  W. 
Wallace,  Wigton,  caught  a  sea  trout  below  the  Mill- 
race  on  Friday  with  the  brandling  worm.  The  trout 
was  a  fresh-run  one  of  IJlh.  Mr.  John  Rae,  Bridge 
Place,  has  killed  three  within  a  week,  which  weighed 
rather  better  than  Ijlb.  each.  These  were  all  caught 
with  worm.  At  Newbie  Mill  dam  Mr.  Robert  Latimer 
had  two  yellow  trout  on  Monday.  Dr.  McNaughton, 
Blackpool,  Mr.  Texton,  Southport,  and  one  or  two 
London  anglers,  are  all  resting  on  their  oars,  waiting  for  a 
flood  to  put  the  river  in  order.  In  the  Mount  Annan  private 
water  a  Kirthbridge  angler  had  one  and  a  half  dozen 
of  yellow  trout  the  other  day,  all  caught  with  fly.  In  the 
Jardine  Hall  private  water,  Mr.  Smart,  Moffat,  caught 
twenty-five  yellow  trout,  running  from  ilb.  to  ^Ib.  each. 
In  the  Wamphray  and  Dinwoodie  waters,  a  few  brown 
trout  have  been  secured  with  worm  on  Stewart  tackle. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  waters  very  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  as  they  consider  it  a  hopeless  task.  The  best 
baskets  on  this  water  has  been  about  half  a  dozen 
yellow  trout, _  caught  after  sunset. — The  Nith. — It  is 
many  years  since  this  ri^  e.-  has  been  so  low  in  May.  A 
few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  town  reaches  after 
dark,  in  expectation  of  alighting  on  a  sea-trout.  The 
nets  below  the  Caul  appear  to  be  taking  the  fish  out  as 
soon  as  they  enter  the  river,  and  there  is  little  chance 
for  anglers.  In  the  Duke's  portion,  a  few  yellow 
trout  are  being  caught,  but  the  sport  is  reported 
to  be  at  a  low  ebb  everywhere.  —  The  Galloway 
Rivers.  Nothing  has  been  done  this  week  on 
the  Fleet,  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  the  Urr, 
and  other  Galloway  waters.  An  odd  burn  trout 
or  two  has  been  picked  up  here  and  there,  but  the  game 
IS  really  not  worth  the  candle,  A  fair  show  of  sea  trout 
are  noticed  in  the  pools,  and  on  Monday  night  the  trout 
were  to  be  seen  making  their  way  up  the  rivers.  A 
most  malicious  act  is  reported  from  Lotus  Loch, 
Galloway,  One  of  the  feeders,  into  which  was  recently 
mported  a  large  number  of  trout  presented  to  the 
Dumfries  Club  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Craigielands,  has  been 
poisoned  with  lime,  and  a  number  of  the  fish  destroyed. 

A  similar  attempt  has  been  made  in  regard  to  another 
feeder,  but  with  less  disastrous  results.  The  police  are 
actively  engaged  in  investigating  the  case,  and  it  is  hoped 
their  efforts  may  not  prove  futile.  Apart  from  the  criminal 
nature  of  the  offence,  such  conduct  will  be  regarded  with 
dete^ation  by  anglers  and  all  righ‘-thinking  citizens. 
The  River  Tarff,  atKirkcudbright,  had  a  similar  attempt 
made  upon  it  last  week,  but  the  damage  in  this  case  was 
not  so  complete  as. in  that  of.tho  Lotus  Loch. — Ayrshire 
Lochs." Some  capital  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Ayr¬ 
shire  lochs  since  last  week’s  notes.  A  party  wt  re  out  on 
Loch  Doon,  last  week,  and  had  several  dozens  of  loch 
trout  with  fly.  On  the  same  loch,  on  Monday  of  this 
week,  Mr.  Wm.  Laurie,  Crosshill,  and  Mr.  D.  Mitchell- 
Fulton,  Cathcart,  Glasgow,  had  between  five  and  six 
dozen  yellow  trout,  running  from  six  to  the  pound  to  ^Ib. 
each.  I  hear  that  some  good  baskets  were  obtained  on  T ues- 
day  afternoon,  which  was  favourable  for  fly.  The  best 
killing  fly  has  been  the  old  favourite  the  Hare  Lug  and 


Finlas  has  been  doing 
pretty  well  of  late.  On  this  loch  the  trout  run  larger 
but  they  are  not  so  numerous.  The  trout  have  never 
been  in  such  fine  order  as  they  are  this  vear,  which  may 
thegenial  weather  prevailing  in  the 
bonth  of  Scotland,  with  plenty  of  food  around  the  loch 
sides.— Hhathebbell. 

Spey  {Morayshire}.— With  tlie  advent  of  May  a 
change— not  for  the  oetter— has  taken  place  in  ‘the 
weather  Since  then  it  has  been  cold,  with  one  day 
snow  on  the  hills,  and  on  another  ice  on  standir  g  water 
A  good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen,  but,  so  far  as  angling 
prospects  were  concerned,  it  did  little  or  no  good  in  any 
respect,  the  water  at  present  being  at  a  lower  level  than 
1  But,  even  with  such  conditions, 

spMt  last  week  took  an  unaccountable  spurt,  and  proved 
to  be  the  second  best  week  of  this  season,  the  best  sport 

between  and  including 
Me  Aberlour  and  Ballindalloch  waters.  On  the  latter 
water,  on  Thursday,  Air.  McCorquodale  killed  five 
salmon,  and  on  the  next  day  two,  all  of  good  average 
weight;  and  on  the  Pitcroy  Lodge  water,  Mr.  C.  M.  P 
Burn  killed,  on  Monday,  one  of  141b.  ;  and  on  Thursday, 
Or  Bentley  one  of  61b.  ;  while  from  the  Carron  Lodge 
watMtwoof  a  fair  average  weight  were  landed  during 
the  week  by  Sir  William  Gordon-Cumming-,  of  Altyre 

t\  ??®  fisherman, 

Mr.  John  Balias.  Prom  the  Carron  water,  on  Fri- 
w  landed  one  weighing  71b. ;  and  on 

^e  Wester  Elchies  water  during  the  week.  Captain 
McCaskil  killed  half  a  dozen,  two  of  them  caught  on 
this  day  week  scaling  81b.  and  91b.  On  Wednesday, 
Mr  John  McKenzie,  fisherman,  grassed  from  the  upper 
potion  of  the  Aberlonr  House  water,  one  of  81b.  on  ^ 
Thursday,  one  of  6Jlb.  ;  on  Friday,  one  of  8ilb.  ;  and 
on  this  day  week  one  of  81b.  Lord  Garioch  fias  been 
also  enjoying  encouraging  sport  on  the  Aikenway 
water,  belonging  to  Mr.  Stewart-Menzies,  of  Culdares 
whose  guest  he  is  On  Wednesday  he  landed  one 
weighing  9§lb. ;  on  Thursday,  one  of  91b.  ;  on  Saturday, 

trou?  o?2iib  w”"  ’  ^ 

trout  ot  JJlb.  From  the  same  water  on  Monday,  Mr  . 

McKenzie,  Knockando  House,  landed  a  yellow  trout  of 

4Jlb.,  which  afforded  sport  equal  to  that  of  landing  a 

salmon  three  times  its  weight  The  salmon  net  fishing 

on  the  coast  for  the  week  ending 22nd  ult.,  was  the  best 

tor  the  season,  the  despatch  from  Lossiemouth  being 

^cwt.  Last  week  it  was  poorer,  the  despatch  to  the 

nrondon  markets  having  been  18cwt.  No  heavy  fish 

were  netted,  the  heaviest  weighing  from  121b.  to  151b. 

JNo  sign  of  grilse  yet  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  little  ' 

being  done  on  the  Fiddich  yet.  To-day 

( Wednesday)  the  weather  is  more  genial  and  moist  but 

no  signs  of  brighter  prospects.  It  would  look  as  if  it 

®  case  of  “a  dry  season,  a  dry  fishing.” _ 

ir  Arms,  Aberfeldy).  —  On 

Friday  Mr.  McLachlan  fished  Loch-na-Craig  for  the  first 
time  this  season  and  caught  eleven  tront.  Mr.  Harrison 
hsfied  on  Saturday  and  caught  sixteen. — Wind  N  W  • 
bitterly  cold,  with  mild  showers.— M.  N.  <  •  • . 

Tay  (Perth).—The  river  has  got  so  low  that  fishing 
is  almost  a  hopeless  task.  I  have  heard  of  only  two  fish 
got,  VIZ.,  one  of  161b.,  on  the  Stobhall  water,  by  Col. 

j  other  on  the  Tummel,  which  weighed 
'^y  McNaughton,  the  keeper 

at  Wilton  Lodge. 

Russell,  of  Newcastle,  fishing  in  the 
TiU  recently  had  a  nice  basket  of  trout,  fijlb..  the  day 

following  4ilb.,  and  the  last  day  41b. 

Hotel  Waters.— April  26th,  F  W 

WE  Ir  w  ®*"  ^®®‘^  Katrine,  4Jlb.  ■ 

27th,  F.  W.  Neild,  Esq.,  had  seven  trout  on  Loch  Ven- 
nachar,  41b.  ;  29th,  F.  W.  Neild,  Esq.,  had  thirty-seven 
trout  on  Loch  Katrine,  191b ;  May  1st,  P.  W  Neild 
Esq.,  had  nine  trout  on  Loch  Vennachar,  541b.  Isaac 
Pearson,  Esq.,  had  twenty-two  trout  on  Loch  Katrine 
91b. — K.  Blaib.  ’ 

Tweed.— There  has  been  no  change  to  note  in  the 
condition  of  this  river  since  last  week,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  Teviot;  both  have  continued  at 
their  recent  low  level.  Notwithstanding  these  un¬ 
favourable  circumstances,  however,  anglers  have  had  no 
cause  to  grumble  at  the  sport  they  have  obtained  under 


the  conditions.  Frequent  breezes  have  rather  improved 
the  chances  of  the  Waltonian,  while  the  brilliant  sun- 
shine  ha.s  at  times  been  somewhat  moderated  bypassing 
clouds.  Salmon  fishing  is,  of  course,  nil,  and  both 
salmon  and  sea  tront  are  now  congregating  behind  the 
canids  and  in  the  pooh,  eagerly  awaiting  the  advent  of 
the  long-looked-for  flood  to  enable  them  to  get  down  to 
the  sea.  A  goodly  number  of  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
got  during  the  week.  On  the  Tweed,  Air.  T.  Pringle 
i  ®'i*i  Cottage,  Kelso,  has  had  takes  of  from  31b  up 
to  51b.  ;  Mr.  B.  Brown  has  had  two  baskets  of  41b.  and 
I  61b.,  and  Air.  Jas  Anderson,  one  of  341b.  On  the 
I  Teviot,  Air.  N.  S.  May,  Liverpool,  had  a  nice  dish  of 
!  Si’^y  hng  and  trout,  61b.,  nearly  all  taken  with  worm.  He 
hasa,lso  had  several  smaller  takes.  On  the  same  river  Mr 
:  "'I'’-  K.  Affleck,  Herton,  one  of 

;  41b.,  and  Mr.  James  Affleck  one  of  61b.  On  the  Eden 
^  Mr  James  Clarke  had  a  take  of  441b.,  and  another 
i  angler  had  31b.  The  trout  are  got  with  creeper  and 
worm  up  to  mid-day,  and  after  the  fly  is  then  put  on. 

,  As  a  spring  salmon  fishing  season  this  is,  up  to  the 
present  time,  the  worst  for  many  a  long  year  so  far  as 
the  capture  of  clean  fish  is  concerned.  Although  we 
have  had  a  good  tall  of  rain  on  several  occasions  since 
,  last  report  the  rivers  have  not  been  touched  by  it,  the 
dry  parched  earth  swallowing  it  up  as  it  falls.  The 
smaller  tributaries  are  now  mere  tiny  streaks  of  water 
while  the  mam  rivers  have  not  been  so  low  for  at  least 
forty  years  at  the  same  period  of  the  season  — Max- 
wheel. 

WRitadder  (Ellemford). — Trout  very  bad  to  catch 
the  river  being  so  very  low  and  clear.  Refreshing 
showers  have  fallen,  but  nothing  to  affect  the  river 
On  Wednesday,  April  26,  Mr.  Steed  had  fifty-five  trout 
Thursday,  thirty-five  (half  day).  May  1,  Air.  Steed  had 
thirty-three;  Dr.  Messer,  four  ;  Mr.  A.  A.  M.  AIcKenzie, 
twenty-eight ;  2nd,  Air.  Steed,  twenty-two  ;  3rd,  Air. 

with  fly).  A  rise  of  water  is  all 
th^  IS  wanted  to  make  the  fishing  good. — E.  J.  Fenton. 

The  spring  season  has  just  closed  on  the 
tidal  waters  on  account  of  the  advent  of  the  smolt 
season  when  angling  is  suspended  from  May  1  to 
May  ^7  inclusive.  During  the  past  week  excellent 
baskets  have  been  made.  Infant,  the  season  all  through 
has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  experienced  for 
years.  Fishing  from  the  Udny  Arms  Hotel  water  on 
t  J°PP.  Aberdeen,  made  a  basket 

0-1L  4  ^7’  ®®  KNday  one  of  201b.,  and  on  Saturday  one  of 
Jolb.  Mr.  Todd  and  others  have  also  had  good  sport.— 

G.  L . 


Irish  Reports. 


Ballinderry.  Sport  still  suffers  from  want  of  rain 
1  he  stream  is  very  low,  but  in  the  pools  an  odd  brace  of 
trout  can  be  picked  up.  Last  Friday  your  correspon¬ 
dent  killed  a  brace  on  the  Coagh  reaches  ;  Air.  Willson 
Gibson  killed  a  couple,  and  ayoung  lad,  McCord,  had  on  a 
4lb.  trout,  which  broke  his  rod  and  escaped.  On  Satur¬ 
day,  Air.  William  McCord,  Stewartstown,  earned  the 
everlasting  gratitude  of  the  Ardtrea  reach  anglers  by 
mu  ‘  pike  in  a  mill  race  leading  from  the  river 

,  Ihe  brute— it  was  a  male— measured  2ft.  7in.  in  length 
and  13m.  in  girth  ;  Mr.  McCord  killed  two  other  pike— 
241b.  each— all  on  the  Devon  bait.  On  the  Tullywiggan 
reaches  a  few  days  ago.  Counsellor  Patchell  and  Mr.  H. 
Wilson,  J.P..  killed  fourteen  trout,  I  learn.  On  the 
preserved  Tullyleggan  reaches  last  Monday,  Air.  C.  E. 
bfcevenson  had  a  li^ht  bag  of  trout. 

Bann  (Toomebridge,  Co.  Antrim).— The  gentle 
rams  since  Monday  have  slightly  coloured  this  stream 
but  have  not  raised  it  much.  Trouting  cannot  be  said 
to  be  flourishing,  and,  indeed,  till  about  twenty- four 
hours  continuous  ram  falls  and  clears  away,  the  river 
will  not  be  in  good  form.  About  Midsummer— the  24th 
prox.--th®  first  runs  of  salmon  will  come  up  from  the 
Atlantic.  All  the  lower  reaches  are  well-stocked  with 
brown  trout  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The  upper  Bann 
IS  yearly  becoming  more  polluted,  and  in  some  places 
trout  have  altogether  disappeared,  while  salmon  do  not 
venture  up  at  all. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyle  and  Carrick-on-Sbannon.— Fishing  at 
Boyle  during  the  last  eight  or  ten  days  was  very  good. 
Several  splendid  baskets  of  trout  taken  daily.  May-fly 
up  on  all  the  lakes.  The  very  early  rise  of  Green  Drake 


this  year  insures  a  first-class  season,  as  there  is  bound 
to  be  three  weeks  at  least  of  good  fishing  before  the 
bright  warm  weather  of  June  sets  in.  Captain  Erskin 
and  Captain  Ainsley  in  two  days  killed  thirtv-nine  nice 
trout.— G.  Tayloe. 

Carlisle  Arms  Hotel.  Cong.  —  Weather  very 
mvoi^able  for  fishing  here  just  now.  Mr.  Cotton  an'd 
Mr.  Herring  caught  eighteen  brown  trout,  averaging 
1  ®®®*^>  pihe,  141b.,  on  Lough  Alask, 

last  Thursday.  Mr.  Tryon,  on  Lough  Corril,  landed 
seven  trout,  weighing  201b.,  on  Friday,  the  heaviest; 
weighing  61b.  ;  on  Saturday  he  got  two  trout,  weighing 
101b.— E.  Buekb. 

Crossgar  (co  Bown),  —  White  trout  angling  is 
j  extremely  dull,  and  scarcely  anything  has  been  done 
I  among  their  brown  relations.  Any  sport  recently  had 
'  was  on  the  Kilmore  reaches.  The  river  is  very  low 
I  from  the  want  of  rain,  and  it  would  take  at  lease 
tvventy-four  hours  constant  rain  to  be  of  any  service. 
A  correspondent  of  mine — a  gruff'  old  veteran  Waltonian 
I  —writes  ;  “  I  tell  yon,  we  are  thinking  more  of  Home 
j  Rule  here  just  now  than  fishing,  so  that  the  low  water 
I  and  politics  suit  each  other.  The  one  does  not  interfere 
I  with  the  other.”  It  is  almost  useless  fishing  any  of 
I  the  other  co.  Down  streams. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  CO.  Kerry).— , Sport 

has  been  backward,  owing  to  calm  water  and  bright  sun¬ 
shine.  Since  last  report,  Mr.  Mason  has  had  three 
salm®n,  13lb..  111b.,  and  1041b;  Alajor  Cresswell,  one, 
ffglb.;  and  D.  Dywer  one,  1141b.  The  brown  trout; 
angling  has  been  fair.  AVhite  trout  are  now  coming  up, 
and  a  few  weighing  between  21b.  and  31b.  were  had 
the  week  by  Mr.  Alason,  Major  Cresswell,  and 
three  or  four  local  anglers.  Grilse  have  not  yet  arrived, 
so  far  as  can  be  judged. — T.  J.  Denneht. 

Lough  melvia  and.  Buudrowes. — Since  last 
report  sport  on  these  waters  was  almost  at  a  standstill 
for  want  of  a  fresh,  and  but  three  or  four  salmon  and  a 
few  trout  (ferox)  were  taken  on  Melvin.  On  Bundrowes 
sport  could  not  be  expected,  as  the  river  was  almost 
dry.  During  the  past  three  or  four  days  we  have  had  a 
lot  of  rain,  and  sport  is  bound  to  improve. — M.  Eooan 
AND  Sons. 

Lough  Heagh. — In  the  past  week  the  fishers  landed 
some  fine  lake  trout.  One  brace  taken  off  the  Barmouth 
weighed  111b.  The  most  of  the  trout  netted  is  sent  to 
London.  Pollen  seem  to  be  getting  more  plentifii’.. 
Night  lining  for  eels  has  not  yet  started  as  the  weather 
has  been  very  unfavourable.  The  first  runs  of  salmon 
will  come  in  about  six  weeks.  Bait  fishers  creeled  prime 
baskets  of  trout  in  the  small  burns  entering  the  lough 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  while  a  small  freshet  raised 
the  water. — J.  A.  B. 

IVtaiue  (co.  Antrim). — Since  the  beginning  of  the 
season,  angling  has  been  very  poor.  This,  in  a  great 
measure,  is  attributable  to  the  very  unfavourable 
weather,  and  not  to  a  lack  of  trout,  as  the  Maine  is 
pretty  well  stocked  at  pre.sent.  A  little  rain  has  fallen 
in  the  past  few  days,  and  there  is  a  perceptible  im¬ 
provement  in  trouting.  There  are  some  poaching  prose¬ 
cutions  pending  at  the  suit  of  Mr.  Edward  Aloles,  In¬ 
spector  of  Fisheries— one  of  the  most  energetic  and 
clever  officers  in  the  Coleraine  district.  —  J.  A. 
Baelowe. 

Moux’ne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  Co. 
Tyrone). — The  record  of  the  past  week  has  been  a  very 
bad  one  along  the  entire  length  of  these  streams.  The 
dry  weather  has  caused  the  water  to  fall  abnormally 
low.  Very  little  rain  fell  since  the  season  opened.  Last 
Friday  James  Sweeney,  among  smaller  tront,  killed  a 
3-pounder.  On  Tuesday,  William  Entrican  also  got  a 
3-pounder.  Both  were  killed  on  the  natural  minnow. 

A  slight  spate  is  on  the  river  to  day,  Wednesday. 
Recently  some  fine  pearls  were  fished  out  of  the  Strule, 
the  majority  of  which  were  purchased  by  Air.  G.  Fulton, 
Abercorn  Arms.  One  or  two  specimens  are  worth  nearly 
5L  each. 

UXoy  Rnd  Lakes  (Ballina). — Daring  the  last  few 
days  we  have  had  some  nice  rain,  and  the  wind  has 
veered  round  to  south-west,  and  sport  has  somewhat  im¬ 
proved.  On  Saturday,  Captain  Jones  killed  a  nice  fish 
of  1241b.  ;  Mr.  Waddington,  one,  111b.  Tuesday, 
General  Pottinger  had  one  fish,  121b.  ;  Col.  Smith,  one, 
weighing  111b. ;  Mr.  AIcGloin,  one  fish,  1041b. ;  Mr. 
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Marcus  Eoche,  two  fish,  1211).  and  141b.  Since  the  rain 
set  in.  trout  fishers  are  doing  very  well,  and  some  nice 
baskets  of  fish  are  brought  in  daily  by  Captain  .Tones 
and  Mr.  Eichard  Phillips,  Captain  Farwell  and  Mr. 
Fred  Dilton,  and  Mr.  Slater.  A  fair  number  of 
2-pounder8  and  over  are  amongst  the  fish  taken.  There 
is  no  doubt  that,  if  the  present  weather  continues,  sport 
on  river  and  lough  will  improve  very  much. — Fe.vnk 
Hearns, 

Moyola  (Castledawson,  Co.  Derry).— To-day 
(Wednesday)  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  volume  of 
the  river,  but  not  sufficient  to  raise  it  even  to  its  normal 
level.  Trouting  is  very  dull,  and  the  bags  made  per  day 
vary  from  one  to  three  fish  only,  at  least  on  the  lower 
reaches,  but  apparently  elsewhere.  If  we  may  judge 
from  contemporaries,  the  anglers  are  certainly  making 
great  hauls.  Salmon  scarcely  run  higher  than  the  weir 
here.  About  the  last  week  in  June  the  first  runs  will 
commence. — J.  A.  B. 

Sliannon  and  Long'll  Derg  (Eillaloe).  —  A 

glorious  fishing  morning  !  The  sky  is  clouded  over,  a 
balmy  breeze,  just  sufficient  to  cause  a  ripple  on  the 
lake,  is  blowing  from  the  south-east,  and  the  Green 
Drakes  are  merrily  dancing  on  the  wavelets  which  are 
gently  rolling  along  Sparlings  Bay,  the  Derry  Castle, 
and  (!’astle  Lough  shores,  where  the  shingle  is  as  yellow  as 
gold  in  one  reach  and  bright  as  silver  in  another  place  : 
where  the  blackbirds  and  thrushes  are  answering  each 
other  from  wood  and  grove,  and  the  wildflowers  blooming 
in  all  their  loveliness  :  where  there  are  big  trout  beyond 
counting,  and  plenty  of  room  for  any  number  of  boats 
and  rods.  Having  only  just  now  returned  from  the  lake, 
I  can  state  with  full  confidence  that  there  are  plenty 
of  Green  Drake  up  there,  so  ihat  intending  visitors  to 
Killaloe  should  be  prepared  to  start  about  Saturday  or 
Monday  next  at  latest.  We  all  fully  expect  that  the  lake 
fishing  will  be  unusually  good  this  season.  The  genial 
weather  which  we  have  had  for  about  a  month  and  the 
refreshing  rainfall  are  greatly  in  its  favour.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  salmon  captured  this  week  ;  - 
April  26,  W.  Ives  and  John  Daly,  two  salmon,  lOJlb. 
and  121b.  27th.  W.  Malone  and  W.  Ives,  one  salmon, 
IDlb. ;  W.  Ives  and  John  Daly,  one  salmon,  221b.  28th, 
Mr.  W.  Young,  on  his  preserves,  one  salmon,  181b. 
20th,  Mr.  W.  Young,  one  salmon.  18Jlb.  ;  W.  Ives  and 
John  Daly,  one  salmon,  221b.  30th,  Eichard  Johnson, 
and  John  Lyons,  one  salmon,  111b.  May  1,  Mr.  Young, 
on  his  preserves,  one  salmon.  161b.  ;  Col.  Williams,  two 
.salmon,  251b.  and  161b.  ;  W.  Ives  and  J.  Daly,  one,  121b. 
2nd,  Mr.  W.  Young,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  W.  Ives  and  J. 
Daly,  one,  71b.  Mr.  E.  H.  Wilson  has  returned  to 
London,  and  Col.  Williams  has  arrived  from  England. — 
S.  J.  Hurlet. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  now  in 
favour  of  fishing,  but  water  a  trifle  low.  On  Doonass 
Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquodale  got,  27th,  one  salmon,  ISJlb.  ; 
29th,  three  salmon,  101b.,  161b.,  341b.  Mr.  A.  M.  Sheild 


had  on  Prospect,  26th,  one  salmon.  201b.  ;  27th,  one 
salmon,  201b.  On  same  water,  Mr.  W.  H.  Ctipps  got, 
28th,  one  salmon,  17Jlb.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C. 
Jones  get  one  salmon,  151b.,  on  26th.  Mr.  F.  Cox.  on 
Woodlands,  got  one  salmon,  S^lb.,  on  May  1. — John 
Enright  and  Son. 

West  Meath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— Lough  Ennell 
is  always  the  earliest  of  the  West  Meath  Lakes  with  the 
rise  of  the  Green  Drake  or  May-fly.  Angling  has  now 
been  going  on  steadily  since  April  22,  and  fair  sport  has 
been  enjoyed.  The  weather  has  been  rather  showery, 
which  is  somewhat  of  a  drawback.  On  Monday  last  two 
friends  of  mine  had  seven  trout  weighing  141b.  On 
same  evening  I  had  two  fish  myself,  61b.,  and  two  smaller. 
Twenty-five  boats  were  out,  and  all  the  occupants 
enjoyed  average  good  sport.  Visitors  are  arriving. — 
T.  J.  H. 


EASTEE  AT  “  THE  LIOK,”  FAENINGHAM. 

The  day  long  looked  for,  and  most  anxiously  expected, 
has  come  at  last.  The  first  of  April  is  again  the  signal 
for  routing  out  our  too  long  forgotton  fly  books,  and 
getting  all  things  in  order  for  our  Easter  campaign. 

What  trout  fisher  is  there  who  does  not  know  “  The 
Lion  ’  at  Farningham?  It  has  almost  a  classic  sound  ;  it 
awakens  the  most  pleasant  memories,  and  recalls  the 
time,  alas  1  many  years  ago,  when  we  first  caught  the 
fishing  fever.  With  how  many  of  us  has  this  been  so 
prolonged  an  illness  that  we  are  suffering  from  it  still  ? 

I  should  like  to  record  my  experience  in  and  about 
this  most  delightful  neighbourhood  :  it  may  be  useful 
to  some  fishermen  who  do  not  know  where  to  go,  and  who 
may  possibly  be  unaware  that  “  The  Lion  ’’  has  changed 
hands,  and  luckily  fallen  into  very  good  hands  indeed. 
The  hotel  has  had  its  ups  and  downs,  but  whatever  it 
has  been  in  the  past,  it  is  now  pnr  e.rcellence  the  most 
comfortable  fishing  quarters  I  have  occupied  for  many 
a  long  year.  The  genial  hostess  cannot  do  too 
much  to  make  her  guests  happy,  and  her  charming 
daughters  seem  to  specially  occupy  themselves  in  dissi¬ 
pating  any  fits  of  the  blues  which  the  often  wearied 
visitor  may  indulge  in.  The  sons  are  most  obliging  and 
attentive,  and  are  already  interesting  themselves  in  all 
the  best  methods  of  improving  the  fishing  in  their  part 
of  the  river.  The  eldest  son  ha.'  exhibited  a  praise¬ 
worthy  desire  to  become  a  fly-fisher,  and  to  that 
end  has  invested  in  sundry  articles  of  fishing  gear, 
details  of  which  are  rather  amusing.  Journeying  from 
Eynsford  station  the  other  day  in  one  of  the  well- 
appointed  carriages  belonging  to  the  hotel,  I  discovered 
a  hugh  coil  of  line  which  had  been  deposited  on  the  seat 
by  the  driver.  I  inquired  whether  this  was  going  to  the 
house  to  make  a  hoist  to  pull  the  luggage  upstairs  with  : 
when,  to  my  intense  surprise  and  amusement,  the 
jarvey  responded,  “  Oh  no,  air  ;  this  is  the  new  line  Mr. 
Charles  has  bought  to  fish  with.”  I  roared  with 


laughter,  and  had  great  chaff  with  Mr.  Charles,  who 
himself  admitted  he  thought  it  was  rather  thick. 

Well,  now  as  to  the  fishing.  The  lawn  in  front  of 
the  house  is  looking  lovely  just  now,  and  the  grand  old 
chestnut  tree  is  in  perfection.  What  is  more  to  the 
point,  the  river  in  front  of  the  lawn  is  full  of  fish,  and 
good  fish  too.  Of  course  they  want  catching,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  about  it ;  their  education  has  not  been 
neglected  ;  but  with  a  nice  warm  wind  and  one  of  Mrs. 
Ogden  Smith’s  beautiful  quills,  presented  dry  in  an 
artistic  manner,  there  are  fish  to  be  had,  and  already  a 
goodly  number  have  been  taken. 

The  lower  water  also  holds  some  good  fish,  and  as 
there  is  a  considerable  extent  of  this  stretch,  there  is 
ample  room  for  several  rods. 

Fishing  anywhere  near  London  is  so  bad  to  get  that 
really  this  bit  of  water  (free  to  all  staying  at  the  hotel) 
is  quite  a  god-send,  and,  now  that  the  hotel  is  so  com¬ 
fortable,  there  is  every  inducement  for  fishermen  to  once 
more  frequent  this  lovely  spot. 

Considering  the  unprecedented  drought.  I  had  some 
good  sport  at  Easter,  and  have  had  fair  takes  of  trout 
all  through  April.  The  flies  I  found  most  killing  were  ; 
Morning — Eed  Spinner  and  Blue  Dun  ;  evening  -Eed 
Quill  Gnat  and  Olive  Quill.  Last  week  I  had  a  good 
basket  of  trout,  twelve  perch,  13alb.,  all  with  the 
Y’ellow  Dun.  but  have  done  nothing  with  this  fly  before 
or  since.  The  Alder  fly  is  very  early  this  season.  I 
saw  a  great  number  of  them  as  early  as  April  14th  ; 
surely  this  is  very  unusual  r 

In  conclusion,  I  can  only  once  more  advise  all  those 
who  love  a  beautiful  country,  and  appreciate  the  homeli¬ 
ness  of  a  thoroughly  comfortable  hotel,  as  well  as  a  bit 
of  fishing,  to  pay  a  visit  to  “  The  Lion,”  where  they  will 
find  all  these  three  in  happy  combination.  I  may  add 
that  the  present  proprietors  of  “The  Lion”  were  the 
former  proprietors  of  the  well-known  “Ship  Hotel” 
at  Halliford,  where  they  left  behind  them  a  shoal  of 
friends.  That  the  old  “Lion”  will  once  more  become 
as  popular  as  it  was  of  yore  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt,  and  we  shall  see  the  time  when  “teams”  and 
“tandems”  will  be  as  numerous  at  the  hotel  door  as 
the  “  one  oss  chays  ”  and  bicycles  have  been  of  late. 

Quill  Gnat. 


Hol/otaay’s  Ointment  and  /'i/?.'!.— Diseases  and  casualties  inci¬ 
dental  to  youth  maybe  safely  treated  by  the  use  of  these  excellent 
Medicaments  accordiug  to  the  printed  directions  foided  round 
each  pot  and  box.  Nor  is  this  Ointment  alone  applicable  to  ex¬ 
ternal  ailments;  conjointly  with  the  Pills  it  exercises  the  most 
salutary  influence  in  checking  inflammations  situated  in  the 
interior  of  the  body;  when  rubbed  upon  the  Ijaek  and  chest  it 
gives  the  most  sensible  relief  in  asthma,  bronchitis,  pleurisy,  and 
threatening  consumption.  Holloway's  remetlies  are  especially 
serviceable  in  liver  and  stomach  complaints.  For  the  cure  of  bad 
legs,  all  sorts  of  wounds,  sores,  and  likewise  .scrofuia  and  scor¬ 
butic  affections,  this  Ointment  produces  a  cooling  and  soothing 
feeling  most  acceptable  to  the  sufferer. 
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WHAT  IS  DOING  ? 
ABOUT  THE  SCOTCH  SALMON 
FISHERIES. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


It  is  indisputable  that  the  Scotch  salmon 
fisheries,  taken  as  a  whole,  are  going  from  bad 
to  worse.  For  years  they  have  been,  and  now 
more  than  ever  they  are  being,  inflicted  with 
excessive  and  systematic  netting  to  the  great 
crippling  of  their  reproductive  resources.  Over 
and  over  again,  and  by  adducing  incontrovertible 
facts,  I  have  pointed  this  out  for  the  purpose  of 
rousing  to  action  some  at  least,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  those  who  have  a  real  practical  interest  in  the 
thorough  wellbeing  of  the  salmon  rivers  upon 
whose  banks  they  look  for  health  and  the  most 
enjoyable  of  recreation. 

I  wish  devoutly  to  see  many  reforms  carried 
out,  and,  although  personally  I  but  seldom  have 
much  at  stake  in  salmon  angling,  I  yet  am 
imbued  with  an  earnest  desire  to  see  the  splendid 
salmon  fisheries  of  Scotland,  now  fast  going  to 
wreck  and  ruin,  legislated  for  and  managed  in  a 
way  that  would  soon  set  them  to  rights  and  make 
them  productive  to  the  fullest  extent  possible, 
not  to  one  interest  only  but  to  all  the  interests. 
Alas,  however,  for  the  apathy  of  proprietors  and 
lessees  of  angling  waters  and  of  anglers  generally 


— it  is  positively  sickening  to  methat  all  prospects 
of  reform  seem  more  remote  than  ever.  The 
netsmen  are  the  only  parties  with  an  interest  at 
stake  that  display  activity  and  have  the  most 
perfect  of  organisation.  In  justice,  however,  to 
anglers,  I  must  own  that  they  have  a  policy — the 
more  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  merely  a  passive 
one — which  generally  would  be  for  the  greatest 
good  of  the  fisheries.  But,  the  more  discredit  to 
them,  they  simply  go  fooling  around  in  the  inno¬ 
cent  and  childlike  trust  that  matters  will  even¬ 
tually  right  themselves.  They  live  in  a  fool’s 
paradise  since  what  they  hope  for  is  contrary  to 
all  experience  past  or  present  day.  They  may 
look  to  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board,  but  I  tell  them, 
and  flatly  too,  that  the  Fishery  Board  will  never 
do  anythipg,  not  indeed,  unless  compelled  by  the 
most  exacting  pressure  from  the  angling  interest 
on  all  hands  acting  with  perfect  unanimity. 

Since  it  must  be  clear  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt — their  record  in  the  past  for  doing  nothing 
proving  it — that  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  will 
not  take  the  initiative  for  the  improvement  of 
the  fisheries  —  and  its  composition  does  not 
indicate  that  it  has  the  capacity — I  should  like 
by  some  means  or  other  to  rouse  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty,  and  of  their  own  best  interest  being 
furthered,  all  those  who  know  what  is  required  to 
be  done,  but  who  hitherto  have  most  unaccount¬ 
ably  remained  passive.  I  counsel  cohesion  and 
the  sinking  of  all  minor  differences,  and  I  say  let 
one  and  all  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  netsmen’s  book. 
Who  catches  most  of  the  fish  P  It  is  the  netsman. 
Who  reaps  the  golden  harvest  of  the  rivers  ?  It 
is  the  lower  proprietor  if  he  nets  himself,  or  if  he 
does  not,  it  is  his  netting  lessee  conjointly  with 
him,  and  the  one  is  in  league  with  the  other  on 
set  purpose  to  hurt  the  angling  interest,  and 
doing  this  they  hurt  themselves,  though  of  course 
they  will  not  admit  the  fact.  AVho  have  the 
greatest  assessable  value  of  fishings  ?  The 
angling  proprietors,  certainly.  In  whose  waters 
are  nearly  all  the  fish  bred  and  protected  ?  In  the 
angling  proprietors’.  Who,  then,  ought  in  fair¬ 
ness  to  have  the  largest  share  in  the  direction  of 
matters  ?  Certainly  the  angling  proprietors, 
whose  policy  is  to  enhance  the  reproductiveness 
of  the  fisheries  by  not  unduly  lessening  the  head 
of  breeders  on  which,  for  their  future  stock,  the 
fisheries  are  entirely  dependent. 

When  they  fail  to  get  sport  up  to  their  expec¬ 
tation,  greatly  too  apt  are  anglers  to  “  put  the 
saddle  upon  the  wrong  hor.se.”  As  a  rule  they 
blame  any  or  everything  but  the  right  thing. 
This  spring,  for  example,  it  is  the  drought  that 
has  been  universally  carped  about.  True,  the 
drought  has  been  almost  unprecedented  for  the 
time  of  the  year,  yet  it  is  certain  that  not  most 
largely  from  it  has  the  poverty  of  sport  arisen. 
It  is  the  netting,  and  the  netting  alone,  in  sea 
and  tideway,  that  has  most  largely  kept  the 
show  of  fish  in  the  rivers  so  poor,  and  I  say  un¬ 
hesitatingly  that,  but  for  the  disastrous  effects  of 
its  working  as  now  carried  on,  the  angling  on  all 
netted  rivers  would  have  proved  far  better. 

Salmon  anglers  one  and  all  ought  to  spare  no 
pains  to  get  intimately  acquainted  with  the  facta 
about  the  fisheries,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
habits  of  the  fish.  It  is  a  fact  that  in  respect  of 
such  information  they  are  outdistanced  a  long 
way  by  the  netsmen.  Moreover,  they  are  at  sixes 
and  sevens  on  many  points,  while  the  latter  act 
as  one  man,  convinced  of  their  unanimity  being 
the  strength,  by  which  they  have  defeated  and  hope 
still  to  defeat  the  angler  and  the  anglingproprietor, 
whom  they  regard  as  their  common  foe.  But  whilst 
strategical  and  powerful,  the  netsmen,  neverthe¬ 
less,  are  the  most  shortsighted  of  mortals.  By 
their  policy  of  kill  all,  they  are  fast  bringing  the 
fisheries  to  wreck  and  ruin,  yet  they  do  not  see 
it — at  least  few  of  them  do,  whilst  those  who  do, 
will  not  admit  it.  Their  aim  is,  by  sinking 
minor  differences,  to  preserve  unity  at  all  hazards, 
and  well  do  they  understand  that  unity  means 
strength.  In  their  ranks  there  are  no  bickerings 
over  minor  matters;  no  contentions  over  theories. 
Well  drilled  and  well  disciplined,  and  with  the 
wires  in  all  influential  quarters  pulled  by  their 
leaders,  they  maintain  a  solid  front,  having  one  aim 
and  one  common  object  in  view — aggression,  or  at 
least  the  retention  of  things  as  they  are,  and  the 
defeat  of  those  they  suspect  of  seeking  to  encroach 
upon  their  interests.  With  anglers  it  is  entirely 
different.  They  are  not  in  touch  with  one  another ; 
they  have  no  organisation ;  they  have  neither 


united  nor  cared  to  unite  for  the  common  good. 
They  therefore  are  powerless  ;  their  ideas  of  how 
matters  are  tending  are  crude  and  hazy ;  conse¬ 
quently,  from  this  arises  an  evil — one  which 
would  be  a  source  of  great  weakness  to  them  even 
if  they  had  organisation.  Knowing  actually  very 
little,  but  taking  credit  for  knowing  more  than 
they  do,  there  are  amongst  them  those  who  have 
impracticable  ideas  to  trot  out.  This  accordingly 
does  vast  harm,  and  blocks  the  way  to  organisa¬ 
tion.  The  ideas  promulgated  by  those  parties  are 
caught  up  by  others  possessing  next  to  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  real  facts,  and  thereafter  no  amount 
of  argument  plied  upon  them  will  have  the  effect 
of  making  them  understand  aright.  Heated  dis¬ 
cussion,  angry  controversy,  likely  enough  will 
arise  when  any  of  their  untenable  notions  are 
assailed,  and  most  probably  the  whole  matter  will 
end  in  a  regular  display  of  fireworks. 

As  has  been  truly  remarked  to  me  over  and 
over  again — anglers  are  a  tonchy  lot  concerning 
their  pet  notions.  Over  these  they  will  fall  to 
and  fight  with  one  another  far  more  readily  than 
they  will  unite  to  keep  the  netsman,  with  his 
aggressive  and  ruinous  policy,  within  bounds. 
Catch  the  netsmen  displaying  such  tomfoolery 
in  their  camp  ;  they  know  better,  and  so  counsel 
the  sinking  of  all  minor  differences.  Their  motto 
is — “United  we  stand;  divided  we  fall.”  While 
they  are  banded  together,  resolute  and  active  in 
their  efforts  to  retard,  anglers,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  no  organisation ;  are  utterly  apathetic  ; 
do  nothing  one  in  every  hundred  of  them  to  hasten 
the  advent  of  judicious  remedial  legislation.  They 
see  sport  going  from  bad  to  worse  year  after 
year,  and  yet  they  do  not  budge  one  inch  ;  this  I 
say  is  utterly  discreditable.  For  one  that  seeks 
with  all  his  might  and  at  some  expenditure  to 
rouse  his  brethren  to  take  action  there  are 
hundreds  of  others  who  do  nothing  more  than 
give]  vent  to  their  feelings  in  terms  more  forcible 
than  polite,  regarding  the  decline  in  the  yield  of 
the  fisheries  to  the  rod.  This  letting  off  steam — 
venting  what  in  their  case  is  inexcusable  indigna¬ 
tion — is  not  the  sort  of  argument  or  effort  that 
will  ever  bring  about  better  fishery  laws.  Then 
again — and  as  proving  that  a  little  learning  is  a 
dangerous  thing — it  is  greatly  to  be  deplored 
that  many  who  consider  themselves  no  mean  autho¬ 
rities  on  the  salmon,  and  who  confess  that  it  is  their 
earnest  desire  to  see  a  longer  weekly  close  time ; 
a  varied  weekly  close  time ;  no  netting  in  small 
rivers  ;  a  curtailment  of  the  netting  season ;  a 
removal  of  the  monstrous  artificial  obstructions, 
and  such  like  much-needed  reforms  brought 
about,  should  give  exhibitions  of  miserable 
bickerings  over  matters  the  most  trivial,  and 
joust  and  tilt  with  each  other  for  victory  like 
knights  in  the  arena.  Occupying  themselves 
thus,  they  create  discord  in  their  own  ranks,  and 
prevent  for  a  time,  if  not  for  ever,  the  coming 
together  of  all  for  the  common  good — the  greatest 
good  alike  to  the  angling  hs  to  the  netting  inte¬ 
rests — which  is  the  great  end  to  be  aimed  at. 

The  salmon  fisheries  of  Scotland,  taking  them 
all  round — without  exception,  every  one  of  them 
save  those  that  are  nursed  and  well  cared  for 
by  single  or  collective  proprietorial  enterprise — 
are  falling  off  in  productiveness  more  or  less 
rapidly.  All  anglers  ought  to  know  the  reason — 
most  of  them  ought  to  know  much  better  about 
it  than  they  do.  With  their  eyes  better  opened 
to  the  real  facts  they  might  shake  off  their 
supineness  somewhat.  The  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  annually  publishes  a  fine  statement  to 
make  it  appear  that  the  fisheries  are  holding 
their  ground,  but  it  is  simply  nothing  more  than 
an  inflated  bladder,  which  only  needs  to  be 
pricked  to  burst.  The  netting  results  and  take 
of  fish  generally  are  —  good  seasons  bringing 
fitful  revivals  discounted  —  steadily  becoming 
poorer  in  every  district  the  rivers  of  which  are 
badly  used.  This  statement  admits  of  no 
contradiction,  as  I  have  the  facts  at  my 
finger  ends.  The  grand  total  take  of  fish  in 
Scotch  waters  would  to-day  be  a  third  less  than 
it  is,  were  it  not  that  the  netsmen  of  the  Dee,  of 
Ross-shire,  of  Caithness,  of  Sutherland,  of  the 
west  coast,  and  of  the  Isles,  reap  greatly 
enhanced  results  from  the  fine  nursing,  by 
generous  usage,  and  artificial  stocking  extended 
to  their  fisheries  by  the  Dee  and  Ross-shire 
angling  proprietors,  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  Sir 
Tollemache  Sinclair,  Lady  Mathieson,  Lord 
Abinger,  and  others.  The  netsmen,  however, 
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any  more  than  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  will 

not  admit  this,  albeit  the  facts  are  all  convincing. 
Both  may  rout  and  rant,  and  parade  about  how 
the  fishing  is  keeping  up.  but  they  have  not 
themselves  the  least  credit  for  it.  Find  one  nets- 
man  that  does  not  cry  out  about  too  many  fish 
getting  into  the  rivers — past  him — and  you  will 
have  found  a  ram  avis.  Body  bulk  the  netsmen 
rave  about  far  coo  many  fish  “  getting  away  up  ” ; 
they  contend  that  the  weekly  close  time  should 
he  of  shorter  duration,  and  that  both  earlier  and 
later  in  the  seasons  than  at  present  there  ought 
to  be  netting  wherever  there  is  the  strength  of 
fish  running  that  would  pay  the  expenses.  Being 
a  united  body  they  may  push  for  and  get  what 
they  want.  They  intrigue  on  every  hand;  they 
dominate  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  being  there 
themselves  the  dominant  power.  There  is,  there¬ 
fore,  no  saying  what  they  may  attempt  or  what 
they  may  accomplish,  they  know  that  anglers 
have  no  direct  powerful  representation  ;  no  hold 
upon  Parliamentary  representatives,  no  organisa¬ 
tion — not  even  the  shadow  it — and  they  hesitate 
not  to  declare  that  so  long  as  this  continues  they 
will  have  it  all  their  own  way  and  do  with  the 
fisheries  just  as  they  please. 


to  the  present,  so  that  they  must  be  late  this 
year — three  weeks,  at  any  rate.  The  smolts  are 
still  going  down  the  river  in  great  numbers — 
some  of  them  pretty  large.  Sea-trout  are  not 
improving  fast  in  numbers,  but  the  quality  is 
excellent,  and  a  very  good  sea-trout  season  is 
expected.  The  average  weight  of  the  ones  gob 
in  the  sea  is  Iflb.,  and  those  in  the  river  l^lb. 
There  is  nothing  else  noteworthy  that  I  hear  of 
at  present.  As  regards  catching  any  diseased 
fish  coming  right  in  from  the  sea,  I  may  say  I 
never  saw  any ;  but  this  I  know  from  my  expe¬ 
rience  of  them  that  should  fish  with  fungus  on 
them  reach  the  sea  their  improvement  towards 
health  is  very  rapid.” 


in  this  quarter  for  many  years.  The  Dee  and 
Don  both  yield  pearls,  but  the  Ythan  takes  the 
palm  in  this  respect  in  preference  to  all  others  in 
the  North.  Mr.  Stewart,  stationmaster,  Dyce, 
has  just  added  to  his  collection  of  natural 
curiosities,  including  Don  trout,  stuffed  otters, 
&c.,  a  white  mole  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Don. 
Like  anglers  in  general,  Mr.  Stewart  is  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  student  of  nature.” 


§cotc^  ^ofcs. 

By  Mac. 

The  circumventing  of  the  ferox  would  seem  to 
have  been  successfully  engaged  iu  at  Overscaig  of 
late,  to  judge  from  the  following: — “Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Archibald,  of  Edinburgh,  fished  Loch  Merk- 
land  on  Saturday  last,  and  as  the  trout  did  not 
seem  in  the  friskiest  of  mood  for  the  fly,  they 
resolved  to  have  a  try  for  ferox.  The  trolling 
rods  were  put  out,  and  in  a  jiffey  Mrs.  Archibald 
had  a  great  ‘rug,’  when  whirr  went  the  reel  and 
a  goodish  ferox  jumped  clean  out  of  the  water 
.^me  fifty  or  sixty  yards  off,  behind  the  boat. 
Mere  seemed  a  pretty  fix,  for  Mrs.  A.’s  rod  was 
only  an  8ft.  ‘Anderson,’  but  all  the  same  it 
turned  out  that  it  was  fit  to  do  the  work,  and 
after  some  exciting  runs/eroa;  was  safely  landed 
and  weighed,  turning  the  scale  at  81b.  Hardly 
was  Mrs.  A.  reseated  in  the  boat  when  off  again 
went  the  reel,  and  what  appeared  to  be  a  huo-e 
Jerox  showed  himself,  this  time  on  the  trolling 
rod.  Both  for  fish  and  fisher  the  work  was 
now  cut  out,  and  after  many  savage  tun's 
and  wild  bursts,  and  a  great  deal  Sf 
skilful  manoeuvring  per  contra,  a  monster 
/emc  was  grassed.  It  was  found  to  be  the  largest 
that  has  been  taken  off  Merkland  for  twelve  years 
past,  and  it  weighed  just  151b.  Messrs.  R.  Ander¬ 
son  and  Sons,  Edinburgh,  have  had  it  sent  to 
them  tor  preservation,  and  it  can  be  seen  in  their 
place.  Mr.  Archibald’s  turn  now  came,  and  he 
was  successful  in  landing  two  very  nice  fish,  one 
of  51b  and  one  of  ^Ib. ;  both  fought  well.  There 
was  also  a  basket  of  good  trout,  seventeen  of 
them  weighing  81b.  This  day’s  work  for  so  early 
in  the  season  was  not  a  bad  one,  I  think.”  The 
writer  of  the  aboye.  Miss  Jeanie  Mackay, 
the  daughter  of  the  jovial  and  esteemed  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  anglers’  paradise  of  Overscaig,  is 
herself  a  keen  and  accomplished  angler,  and  she 
takes  a  great  interest  in  the  visitors  having  the 
be.st  of  angling  that  can  be  got  on  the  hotel 
waters. 


Mr.  Duncan  Forbes,  of  Inveroran  Hotel 
iyndrum,  writes  that  sport  in  his  district  with 
trout  gives  promise  of  looking  up  well  very  soon. 

Ihe  other  day,”  he  says,  “Mr.  Hardy,  of 
Llasgow,  fishing  from  the  hotel,  had  two  trout 
weighing  21b.  each,  and  one  dlb.  and  one  11b.,  off 
Loch  lulla;  whilst  I  myself  had  three,  weighing 
respectively  2>  lb.,  Hlb  ,  and  11b.  The  salmon  ari 
hardly  so  far  up  the  river  as  Inveroran  yet,  but 
i  expect  a  splendid  season,  with  lots  of  fish  and 
lots  of  water  to  follow  this  unusually  prolonged 
and  severe  tract  of  drought.”  “ 

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes :  “  The 
fishing  has  not  much  improved  since  last  week, 
stiB  the  salmon  are  keeping  up  both  in  numbers 
and  quality.  The  average  weight  at  present  is 
•lb. ;  a  few  have  been  got  weighing  up  to  201b. 
Ihe  quality  is  beautiful.  There  has  only  been 
three  grilse  heard  of  either  south  or  north  up 


McBouncer  writes:  “In  resuming  my  gillie 
anecdotes,  I  may  here  offer  a  few  explanatory  re¬ 
marks  in  case  I  may  unwittingly  be  giving  offence 
where  none  is  intended.  It  is  not  for  a  moment 
to  be  supposed  that  only  gillies  commit  blunders 
when  speaking  English,  though  I  confine  myself 
principally  to  gillies,  knowing  that  many  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  come  a  good  deal  in  contact 
with  that  class.  Mistakes  are  made  by  more  pre¬ 
tentious  people  than  gillies.  Even  School  Board 
members  come  in  for  their  share.  I  know  one  who 
entered  a  schoolroom  during  school  hours  and 
with  pompous  suavity  told  the  teacher  he  hoped 
he  was  ‘  imbibing  eddication  into  these 
youngsters.’  Another  School  Board  member, 
when  discussing  the  desirability  of  having  a 
children’s  treat  on  Hogmanay  night,  referredl^ to 
that  time  -  honoured  Scotch  institution  as 
‘Mahogany  night’;  and,  if  I  remember  well,  it 
was  the  same  member  who,  in  reply  to  an  inquir¬ 
ing  friend,  said :  ‘  The  fushing-rod  is  not  mine 
at  aal,  man,  I  only  got  a  perusal  of  it  from 
Mr.  MaePherson.’  This  is  analogous  to  the 
blunder  made  by  the  crofter  who  so  elo¬ 
quently  described  the  beautiful  rowan  tree 
that  grew  previous  to  his  door.  A  volunteer 
corporal  drilling  recruits,  who  stood  in  two 
ranks  close  to  each  other,  shouted,  ‘  Rear  rank 
tak’  twa  steps  forrit  ’ ;  but  this  was  not  quite  so 
startling  as  the  order  given  by  a  west  coast 
volunteer  officer,  who  roared  to  his  men, 

“  Prepare  for  Calvary  !  ”  I  once  heard  a  minister 
in  the  pulpit,  quoting  from  the  Psalms,  say,  ‘  And 
make  a  noyful  joys,’  but  he  corrected  himself 
immediately.  Slips  like  these  may  be  a  little 
amusing,  but  there  is  nothing  outrageous  about 
them,  especially  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the 
English  is,  to  most  Highlanders,  an  acquired 
language— practically  speaking,  it  is  to  them  a 
foreign  tongue  Despite  these  disadvantages, 
the  average  Highlander  of  to-day  speaks  English 
as  well  as---if  not  indeed  better  than— the  average 
rural  Englishman.  I  find  I  have  spun  out  this 
explanatory  note  to  such  a  length  that  the  gillie 
story  I  meant  to  give  you  must  be  left  over  till 
next  week.” 


Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  writes :  “  Rivers  North  and  South  Esk 
and  West  water  are  still  small  and  clear  as  ever. 
Tuesday  last  Professor  Lindsay,  Edzell,  fishing 
the  West  water,  had,  with  the  par-tail,  three 
beautiful  trout,  the  largest  of  which  weighed 
over  41b.  Many  anglers  assert  that  there  are  no 
large  trout  in  the  West  water  now,  but  this  is  a 
fallacy  which  the  Professor’s  success  clearly  shows 
up.  The  trout  were  not  only  large,  hut  they  were 
well  formed  and  in  good  condition.  Mr.  Watt, 
a  young  and  enthusiastic  follower  of  Old  Isaac, 
went  up  the  North  Esk  for  a  night’s  par-tail  fish¬ 
ing.  ‘  At  the  wee  short  hour  ayont  the  twall  ’  he 
put  up  his  rod,  drew  the  line  through  the  rings, 
affixed  a  trace  with  par-tail  bait  attached,  threw 
into  a  pool  and  awaited  the  result.  In  no  time 
there  was  a  fearful  ‘  rug  ’  which  gave  Mr.  W.’s 
nerves  quite  a  shake.  The  line  ran  out  with  a 
vengeance  suggesting  not  unlikely  that  Water 
Kelpie  him.self  was  on.  After  a  stiff  battle  a 
monster  eel  was  landed,  over  3ft.  in  length,  and 
of  proportionate  girth.  In  a  short  time  three 
of  these  huge  fellows  were  drawn  in  by  Mr  Watt, 
who  will  now  be  prepared  to  angle  for  the  sea 
serpent  should  he  pass  Edzell  on  his  way  up  the 
Glen.  Not  a  thing  doing  in  salmon  fishing.  It’s 
all  to  shites  at  present.  Yesterday  I  went  over 
to  the  South  Esk  below  Brechin  Castle  and  saw 
salmon  and  sea-trout  kelts  lying  in  shoals  in  the 
shallows.  Some  of  the  kelt  sea-trout  were  feeding 
on  the  small  flies  and  rising  to  a  great  height, 
then  falling  clumsily  back  in  the  water.  Several 
salmon  kelts  were  touched  with  fungus,  one  in  par¬ 
ticular,  a  fish  of  61b.  or  81b.,  being  spotted  all  over 
so  regularly  that  he  might  have  taken  the  cake 
for  ‘even  marking.’  This  unprecedented  con¬ 
tinuance  of  severe  drought  is  bound  to  do  uncal- 
culable  mischief.  Fervently  do  I  hope  that  a  spate 
will  come  soon  to  allow  the  foul  fish  to  clear  out 
and  to  bring  the  streams  into  ply  for  anglers.” 


G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes  :  “  The  work  of  the 
past  week  on  the  lower  half  of  the  Dee  has  been 
the  poorest  since  the  season  opened.  Seven  fish 
for  six  days’  angling  in  open  weather  on  over 
(both  sides  of)  twelve  miles  of  water !  Could  any¬ 
thing  be  flatter  than  that  .P  The  upper  half  of 
the  Dee,  especially  about  Ballater,  continues  to 
fish  grandly  under  existing  conditions.  By-the- 
hy,  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  got  to  the  fly 
on  the  Dee  was  killed  on  the  Invercauld  section 
the  week  before  last  by  Mr.  Potter,  a  beauty  of 
301b.  I  note  this  specially  for  two  reasons. 
First,  because  Mr.  Barry  is  credited  in  last  week’s 
issue  with  his  top  weight  of  271b.  as  being  the 
heaviest  for  the  season  in  a  par  evidently  from  a 
Windsor  contributor  ;  and,  secondly,  to  correct  a 
misprint  in  last  week’s  “  Dee  ”  report  giving  Mr. 
Potter’s  fish  as  a  39-pounder  in  place  of  the 
authentic  301b.  Mr.  E.  P.  Tennant,  lessee  of  the 
Carlogie  water,  had  a  run  over  to  the  Duff  House 
water  on  the  Deveron  last  week  and  made  some 
record  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  The  “  Professor  ” 
was  the  favourite  fly,  and  of  the  tiniest  shape. 
Saprolegnia  ferax  is  getting  more  and  more 
en  evidence  as  the  season  advances.  The  latest 
arrivals  up  river  include  a  heavy  percentage  of 
fish.  The  high  temperature  aggravates 
the  disease  no  doubt,  and  the  small  clear  waters 
make  the  affected  fish  more  readily  observable. 
Mr.  George  Macdonald,  pearl  fisher,  Aberdeen, 
found  &  pearl  in  the  Parkhill  water  weighing 
IO3  grains.  It  is  one  of  the  best  specimens  found 


Our  Tay  correspondent  writes  :  “  I  hope  you 
are  praying  for  wet  weather  ;  all  of  us  anglers  in 
this  cjuarter  are.  We  have  our  rivers  about  dried 
up,  and  fishing  of  every  description  seems  as  if 
almost  a  thing  of  the  past.  Tay  angling  is  stag¬ 
nation  itself,  and  we  will  not  get  even  a  fair  day’s 
fronting  until  we  have  a  fresh.  Some  fish  are 
being  got  in  the  Tummel,  and  Loch  Tay  still  con¬ 
tinues  to  yield,  through  the  fish,  from  want  of 
water,  having  not  yet  gone  up  the  Dochart.  At 
lots  of  stations  the  netting  has  been  stopped  be¬ 
cause  it  will  not  pay  the  working  expenses.  There 
is  indeed  an  unprecedented  absence  of  fish. 
Nowhere  hereabouts  has  a  grilse  been  seen  yet. 
Kelts  and  smolts  both  going  down  seem  ex¬ 
tremely  plentiful.  The  sea-trout  have  begun’to 
come,  low  even  though  the  water  keeps,  and*  a 
few  nice  ones  were  got  on  Saturday,  weighing 
about  21b.  a-piece.  Loch  Tay  has  begun  to  fish 
for  trout.  The  other  day  the  Breadalbane 
Angling  Club  had  their  first  competition  of  the 
season  on  it,  when  six  boats  were  out,  but  all 
returned  with  light  baskets.  One  of  the  compe¬ 
titors,  however,  secured  a  fine  4-lb.  trout.  I  hope 
to  goodness  we  have  a  big  splash  of  rain  soon  to 
thoroughly  saturate  everything,  make  the  rivers 
tear  down  and  sweep  out  all  filth,  and  to  keep 
them  running  for  a  good  while  thereafter  in 
sufficient  volume.  So  far  the  season  on  Loch 
Leven  has  been  very  good,  and  of  late  some 
exceptionally  heavy  catches  have  been  made.” 

Ox  Loch  Katrine,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  accessable 
lochs  in  Scotland,  the  trouting  has  proved  very 
good  this  season,  and  latest  reports  indicate  that 
it  continues  as  good  as  ever.  The  average  basket 
to  one  rod  in  a  day  usually  runs  about  1.51b.,  and 
the  trout,  which  are  very  gamesome  and  of  fine 
quality,  are  as  near  as  possible  the  .'>lb.  average. 
The  anglers  from  Stronachlachar’ Hotel  have 
mostly  all  done  very  well  indeed. 
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On  Friday  last  two  gentlemen — Rev.  Mr. 
Davidson,  Dundee,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar,  Edin¬ 
burgh— out  from  Dunalastair  Hotel,  fished  Loch 
Rannoch,  and  caught  seventy-six  trout,  weighing 
801b.  The  following  day  they  had  twenty-seven 
on  the  river,  weighing  17.Ub. 

On  Monday  of  last  week,  on  the  Killin 
(reserved)  water  of  Loch  Tay,  Captain  Stewart 
had  two  salmon,  weighing  291b.  and  191b. 

The  annual  competition  of  the  Ellem  Fishing 
Club  was  held  on  the  Whitadder  last  Friday  in 
excellent  weather.  The  club  medal  for  the 
heaviest  basket  fell  to  J.  G.  Mason,  S.S.C., 
Edinburgh,  for  102  trout,  lO^lb.,  all  caught  with 
the  fly.  From  the  weight  of  the  baskets  recorded, 
it  does  indeed  look  pretty  much  as  if  most  of  the 
sizeable  trout  of  the  Whitadder  nowadays  were 
little  better  than  2oz.  sile,  but  I  fancy  it  is  less  the 
fault  of  the  stream  than  of  the  hordes  of  anglers 
that  constantly  punish  it,  basketing  almost 
everything  they  catch. 

The  Tummel  trouting  is  presently  doing 
better  than  most.  _ ^ 


At  this  early  season  of  the  year  anglers  from 
the  south  are  forward  on  the  lochs  of  the  High¬ 
lands  in  greater  numbers  than  usual.  Loch  Awe 
would  need  to  stand  a  lot,  for  it  has,  for  a  month 
past,  got  a  frightful  pounding  from  club 
members  and  others.  We  have  repeatedly  said 
that  those  who  fish  this  beautiful  loch  annually 
might  at  least  subscribe  a  little  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  fresh  blood  imported  to  keep  the  fishing 
as  good,  if  not  make  it  better,  that  it  is. 

Colin  Gunn  writes  from  the  Brora : — “  You 
guess  rightly;  I  had  nothing  worth  reporting 
last  week.  River  nearly  dry,  glass  steady  as  a 
rock,  sun  very  bright  and  strong.  Mr.  Gunnis, 
Gordnnbush,  had  both  rods  last  week,  and  got  a 
few  fish,  but  the  number  I  have  not  learned. 
Angling  all  round  is  in  as  bad  a  state  as  it 
could  be.” 


THE  YOUNG  MAY  MOON. 

(Vide  Court  Circular,  Wednesday,  May  8,  1898.) 
By  Cotswolh  Isys. 


’Tis  the  bloom  of  May, 

And  the  land  is  gay 

At  the  news  that  spreads  this  happy  day. 
That  the  rose  of  York 
And  the  rose  of  May 
Are  blent  in  one  for  aye  and  aye  ! 

And  in  mood  optative  the  people  pray. 
Wherever  the  glad  news  cometh — “  May 
The  young  May  moon 
Beam  on  to  June 

Of  bliss  consummate  in  summer  noon  !  ” 
Flyfishers’  Club. 


ilotes  anir  terics 


Grilse  Caught  in  Caulingwark  Loch. — Mr. 
T.  Rutherford,  Blackburn,  and  Mr.  W.  Seggie,  of 
Castle  Douglas,  caught  a  grilse  in  Carlingwark 
Loch  last  week.  Mr.  Rutherford  hooked  the 
fish,  and  afterwards  handed  the  rod  to  Mr. 
Seggie,  who  succeeded  in  landing  it — a  rather 
lanky  specimen  of  2|lb.  weight. 


The  trout  anglers  on  the  Brora  are  not  happy. 
During  the  month  of  April  they  were  doing 
splendidly,  but  since  the  beginning  of  this  month 
the  Duke’s  netsmen  are  regularly  dragging  the 
tidal  water  pools,  and  the  anglers  get  little.  It 
is  not,  however,  of  dragging,  but  of  stoning,  that 
they  complain,  for  the  men  begin  by  stoning  at 
the  bottom  of  the  pool  and  so  drive  the  fish  up. 
The  net  is  then  pulled  across,  and  the  stoning 
begins  at  the  upper  end,  and  the  fish  are  driven 
back.  The  upper  end  of  the  net  is  then  pulled 
across,  and  the  poor  fish  are  trapped  in  their  terror. 
When  the  Stoners  have  left  trout  anglers  get  no 
nibble,  and  they  write  to  the  papers  to  complain 
and  to  ask  about  the  legality  of  the  stoning. 


almost  every  part  of  the  northern  half  of  the  fair. 
Capt.  J.  W.  Collins  is  head  of  the  department, 
and  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Dr.  Henshall,  to 
whom  a  letter  from  friend  Marston  had  duly 
introduced  me.  I  was  amongst  friends  at  once, 
and  paired  off  soon  with  the  doctor,  who  it  may 
be  remembered  published  an  exhaustive  work, 

‘  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,’  some  years  ago.  It 
was  little  less  than  a  Bible  in  volume  (and  ortho¬ 
doxy),  and  everybody  supposed  that  the  black 
bass  was  done  for  to  this  extent,  that  nothing  was 
left  to  be  said  about  it  for  at  least  several  genera¬ 
tions.  But  the  doctor  himself  two  years  ago  cast 
the  helve  after  the  hatchet  by  his  work  ‘  More 
about  the  Black  Bass.’  Here  he  is  installed  as 
head  of  the  angling  section,  and  whatever  jobbery 
there  may  be  in  many  appointments  in  this 
country,  these  two  gentlemen  are  undoubtedly 
square  pegs  in  square  holes.  This  is  one  reason 
why  the  building  was  really  ready  last  year.  The 
exhibits  are  coming  in,  so  far  as  live  fish  in  the 
tanks,  and  objects  from  Canada  and  the  Continent 
are  concerned ;  but  the  angling  space  is  well 
nigh  bare  as  Mother  Hubbard’s  larder  now.  and 
1  pass  it  by,  merely  remarking  that  our  British 
exhibits  are  a  very  poor  show,  and  that  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  who,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  wrote  the  chapter  about  Euglish 
Angling  for  tbe  catalogue  of  Sir  H.  Trueman 
Wood’s  catalogue,  has  to  apologise  for  our  short 
comings.  Truly,  they  are  so  short  that  I  may 
have  done  with  them  out  of  hand.  It  may,  how¬ 
ever,  be  mentioned  that  in  view  of  exhibits,  thirty- 
four  pages  of  the  catalogue  are  filled  by  Professor 
Ray  Lankester’s  chapter  on  the  progress  of 
knowledge  in  regard  to  the  sea  fisheries  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  That  is  not  sport  to  be  sure, 
nor  are  the  cured  ling  and  dry  fish  exhibits,  four 
in  number,  correctly  speaking  in  that  category. 
In  the  sea  fisheries  group,  Mr.  Anderson- Smith, 
of  Ledaig,  exhibits  literature  of  sea- fishery  and 
marine  productions ;  Mr.  J.  Buchanan,  of 
Glasgow,  deep  sea  fish-hooks  and  tackle;  Sir 
Albert  Rollit,  model  of  a  steam  trawler  ;  and 
Mr.  C.  Tooke,  of  Lowestoft,  oil  clothing.  In  the 
group  of  “  Fresh-water  Fishing  and  Angling,” 
the  entries,  I  blush  to  state,  are  just  four  in 
number — Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson, 
of  Queen  Victoria-street,  wading  gear;  William 
Bartleet  and  Sons,  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch, 
fish  hooks;  E.  Stanley,  West  Kensington, 
lobster  trap  and  eel  trap ;  W.  Turnbull, 
60,  Princes-street,  Edinburgh,  feathers  used 
in  making  salmon  Hies.  Comment  is  truly 
needless.  Dr.  Henshall  tells  me  that  his  American 
angling  friends — and  they  are  a  large  family — 
are  continually  deploring  to  him  the  absence  of 
the  rod  and  tackle  makers  of  Great  Britain.  To 
return  for  a  few  moments  to  the  building  and  its 
contents,  to  which  the  doctor  kindly  constituted 
himself  my  guide — not  counsellor,  perhaps,  but 
friend  assuredly.  As  naturally  as  the  hart  takes 
to  the  cooling  water  brooks,  so  did  he  first 
conduct  me  to  his  adored  black  bass.  I  believe 
he  was  sorry  he  could  not  take  them  out  and 
stroke  them,  or  groom  them  down,  as  they  do 
cattle  and  dogs  at  the  shows.  Indeed,  some  of 
the  fish  were  so  touched  with  fungus  that  a  salt 
bath  would  have  done  them  no  harm.  And  I 
might  take  this  opportunity  to  explain  that  the 
design  of  the  building  is  due  to  American  cute¬ 
ness  of  the  first  degree.  When  Captain  Collins 
arrived  at  Jackson’s  Park  two  years  ago,  he  was 
shown  the  place  where  the  fisheries  building  must 
be.  It  was  an  island  shaped  like  a  banana,  a 
strip  of  land,  to  change  the  similitude,  resembling 
a  boomerang,  only  slightly  curved.  So  an  idea 
was  given  to  the  architect,  who  simply  jumped  at 
it ;  there  must  be  a  central  building  (the  water 
being  converted  on  one  side  into  dry  land),  with 
an  arcade  thrown  out  right  and  left,  following 
the  curve  of  the  banana,  and  terminated  in  each 
case  by  a  circular  building.  The  main  structure, 
for  commercial  fisheries,  scientific  investigation, 
and  fish  culture,  is  rectangular,  868ft.  long  by 
163ft.  wide,  and  there  are  pretty  galleries  running 
the  entire  length  and  at  both  ends.  The  circular, 
or,  to  be  quite  accurate,  polygonal  pavilions,  135ft. 
across,  are  one  for  aquaria  and  the  other  for  angling. 
The  following  notes  from  Dr.  Henshall  will  sutfi- 
cently  indicate  what  is  to  be  done  in  the  latter.  ‘  All 
of  the  space  has  been  assigned  for  several  months, 
though  a  few  changes  have  been  made,  giving 
to  new  applicants  the  space  relinquished  by 
certain  exhibitors  of  New  York  City  and  vicinity. 


From  the  Lochy-Speau  1  learn,  as  my  corre¬ 
spondent  puts  it,  that  there  is  “  still  no  water 
and  no  fishing.  The  fish  cannot  get  up,  but  it’s 
not  that  only,  for  they  are  not  on  the  shores, 
except  in  driblets.  Now  they  must  be  late,  and 
there  is  no  appearance  of  rain  yet  to  encourage 
them,  by  tasting  the  freshed  water  running  out 
of  the  river,  to  come  in  about.  This  is  the 
worst  fishing  season,  so  far,  that  I  have  known.” 

Our  old  advertiser,  Mr.  William  White,  of 
Rodono  Hotel,  St.  Mary’s  Loch,  Selkirkshire, 
writes : — “  We  are  leaving  this  hotel,  but  we  shall 
still  be  in  the  angling  line.  We  have  secured  the 
Old  George  Hotel,  Stanley,  Perthshire.  It  is  the 
property  of  Colonel  Stewart  Sandeman,  who  has 
the  magnificent  salmon  reaches  of  the  Tay 
adjoining.  The  want  of  good  accommodation 
has  been  much  felt  by  salmon  anglers  and  others 
resorting  to  this  pretty  place.  This  is  now  to  be 
put  right.  The  hotel,  which  will  in  future 
be  known  as  tbe  Stanley,  is  to  be  enlarged — 
ten  bedrooms,  smoking-room,  lavatories,  &c., 
will  be  added,  also  stabling,  as  posting  is 
much  required.  Colonel  Sandeman  is  to  give 
a  beautiful  wooded  stretch  along  the  banks  of 
the  Tay  for  the  use  of  the  hotel  visitors,  and  it 
will  be  our  endeavour  to  push  the  bushiess  and 
bring  an  excellent  class  of  people  about.  We 
shall  be  able  to  entertain  our  visitors  at  most 
moderate  cost,  as  we  are  at  the  base  of  supplies 
— different  from  St.  Mary’s  Loch,  which  is 
eighteen  miles  from  a  market.  Had  I  not  been 
leaving,  my  advertisement  would  have  been  re¬ 
peated  in  the  Gazette  before  this  time.  I  do  not 
intend  to  advertise  the  Stanley  until  I  see  the 
house  in  a  forward  state.  After  that,  I  hope  to 
have  a  good  advertisement  of  our  hotel  and 
fishings  in  the  Gazette.”  We  wish  Mr.  White  all 
success  in  his  new  sphere,  whither  the  good 
wishes  of  his  many  friends  will  follow  him. 

The  weather  has  not  yet  turned  the  kind  that 
is  exactly  suited  to  bring  up  the  fine  large  trout 
of  Loch  Tummel,  but,  notwithstanding  this, 
there  have  been  some  good  ones  caught  since  I 
last  heard  from  Mr.  Dow — among  others,  a  grand 
one  of  6|lb. 


Proposed  Government  Licences  for  Sea 
Salmon  Fishings. — The  proprietors  of  the  sea 
and  river  salmon  fishings  in  the  north  of 
Scotland  are  at  present  taking  steps  to  protest 
against  the  proposal  to  grant  licences  for  fishing 
for  salmon  with  hang  and  drift  nets  in  the 
coast  fishings  belonging  to  the  Crown.  A 
memorandum  embodying  the  principal  points 
of  the  private  proprietors’  objections  has  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  George  Davidson,  of  Well  wood, 
lessee  of  the  Ythan  and  Coast  Salmon  Fishings, 
&c.,  in  which  it  is  contended  that  such  fishings 
would  not  only  result  in  the  ruin  of  private 
salmon  fishings,  but  would  entail  serious  loss  to 
the  national  exchequer  and  diminution  of  the 
fish  food  of  the  people.  As  the  fishings  of 
private  owners  and  of  the  Crown  are  inseparably 
mixed  together,  extreme  difficulty  would  be 
experienced  in  preventing  poaching  without  the 
aid  of  a  large  and  expensive  body  of  marine 
police,  the  value  of  the  fishings  lowered,  the 
rentals  reduced,  and  the  run  of  fish  seriously 
interfered  with.  The  use  of  hang  nets  is  seriously 
objected  to  as  implying  a  destructive  and  waste¬ 
ful  style  of  fishing,  and  would  greatly  diminish 
the  quantity  of  fish  caught.  It  has  already 
proved  prejudicial  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
already.  The  system  of  licences,  it  is  pointed 
out,  could  not  yield  a  tithe  of  the  sums  at  present 
received  as  rents  for  unchartered  fishings. 


ANGLING  EXHIBITS  AT  CHICAGO. 

Extracts  from  “  Red  Spinner’s  ”  article  in  the 
Field : — 

“  It  is  not  because  of  bias  in  favour  of  a  loved 
sport  that  I  hereby  declare  that  the  Fisheries 
Building  at  the  World’s  Fair  to  be  one  of  the 
most  beautiful.  It  certainly  is  one  of  the  most 
noticeable,  though  it  would  be  a  mere  corner 
cupboard  inside  some  of  the  huge  white  palaces, 
loaded  with  classical  architecture,  in  other  por¬ 
tions  of  the  park.  Long  before  I  knew  what  it 
was  I  asked  its  character.  Everybody  passing 
near  does  this.  The  design  is  Spanish-Roman- 
esque,  and  its  red  tiles,  gables,  countless  little 
white  pillars  and  arches,  elaborate  tracery,  and 
characteristic  decorations,  show  pleasantly  from 
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There  will  be  nobbing  to  prevent  the  complete 
installation  of  exhibits  in  this  section  by  May  1 
A  pornon  of  the  building  will  be  occupied  by  the 
State  Pish  Commission  exhibits  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Wisconsin,  and  the  State  exhibits  of  Ohio  and 
Missouri,  which  ■will  consist  of  aquarial  displays 
of  living  fishes,  coloured  sketches  and  mounted 
specimens  of  fishes  inhabiting  those  states, 
together  with  practical  displays  of  fish  culture, 
showing  the  modus  opprandi  of  hatching  fish  by 
modern  and  improved  methods.  These  several 
exhibits  will  be  exceptionally  interesting  and 
instructive  as  showing  the  progress  of  this  branch 
of  practical  S'lence,  and  will  prove  one  of  the  most 
novel  and  attractive  features  of  the  great  exposi¬ 
tion.  The  rest  of  the  building  will  be  devoted  to  a 
comprehensive  display  of  all  the  tools,  tackle, 
implements,  and  accessories  pertaining  to  the 
gentle  art  of  angling,  and  is  designed  to  show  the 
wonderful  progress  made  in  recent  years  in  the 
s^eral  branches  of  industry  in  that  connection. 
The  perfection  of  modern  fishing  tackle,  in  which 
(with  the  single  .exception  of  the  fish-hook)  our 
country  leads  the  world,  will  be  fully  represented 


operation  in  a  circular  tank  of  water.  C.  V. 
Graves  will  also  exhibit  the  latest  trolling 
wrinkle,  a  live  minnow  inclosed  in  a  small  glass 
cylinder— a  miniature  representation  of  a  “bottle 
of  bait.”  A.  G.  Benson  will  show  a  patent  com¬ 
bination  of  rod,  gaff,  and  landing-net;  while 
J oseph  Rosatka  will  exhibit  an  automatic  fishing 
outfit.  There  will  be  sinkers  and  swivels,  lines 
and  leaders,  floats  and  flies,  creels  and  bait 
boxes,  tackle  books  and  fly  books,  and  every  other 
article  going  to  make  up  the  angler’s  outfit.  , 
Comstock  will  show  his  angler’s  tent,  the  Gold  | 
Medal  Company  camping  furniture  ;  while  fishing  i 
boats  will  be  presented  in  all  shapes  by  the  Acme 
Company,  the  Osgood  Company,  and  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  Company.  There  will  be  paintings  of  fishes 
by  C.  T.  Webber,  Walter  Aiken,  and  Wm.  C. 
Harris,  of  the  American  Angler.  The  largest 
tarpon  ever  taken  on  a  rod  (weighing  2051b.)  will 
be  exhibited  in  a  case,  with  the  rod,  reel,  and  line 
mu  captor,  Mrs.  Essel  Stagg,  of  Kentucky, 
ihe  Forest  and  Stream  will  have  a  beautiful  dis- 
play,  one  feature  of  which  will  be  a  historical 
series  of  “  old  ”  Kentucky  reels,  none  being  less 
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WHERE  THE  ENGLISH  TROUT 

SENT  SOME  TEARS  AGO  TO 

AMERICA  WERE  PLANTED. 

Mr.  a.  Nelson  Cheney,  angling  editor  of 
Shooting  and  Fishing,  writes  : 

Glens  Falls,  N.Y.,  April  9,  1893. 
My  Dear  Marston, — I  mailed  you  a  day  or  two 
ago  a  photo  which  my  sister  made  of  a  bit  of 
Half-way  Brook.  The  stream  gets  its  name 
from  Colonial  times,  when  it  was  half-way 
between  the  two  English  forts.  Fort  Edward  on 
the  Hudson  river,  and  Fort  William  Henry  on 
Lake  George.  On  the  site  of  old  Fort  Edward, 
there  is  now  a  thriving  village  of  the  same  name, 
and  at  the  head  of  Lake  George  the  Fort  William 
Henry  Hotel  stands,  near  the  ruins  of  the  old 
fort,  which  are  preserved  as  much  as  may  be. 
Half-way  Brook  crosses  the  highway  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  where  I  live,  and  it  has  been  one  of 
the  most  famous  trout  streams  in  this  State. 
The  first  brown  trout  planted  in  northern  New 
York  I  plant^ed  in  this  stream,  and  I  also  planted 
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and  happily  shown  in  the  “  Kosmic  ”  rods  of  A  G 
Spalding  and  Brothers,  the  “  steel  ”  rods  of  the 
Horton  Manufacturing  Company,  the  celebrated 
Bethabara  rods  of  A.  B.  Shipley  and  Son,  and 
the  tine  band-made  rods  of  G.  W.  Boyd.  In  fish¬ 
ing  reels  will  be  shown  the  famous  “  Kentucky  ” 
reels,  by  Milam  and  Son,  and  J.  L.  Sage-  the 
unexcelled  tarpon  and  other  reels,  by  Julius  von 
Hope;  a  big  display  by  Meisselbach  and  Brothers- 
while  the  automatic  reels  will  be  well  repre¬ 
sented  by  Yawman  and  Erbe,  the  White-Ross 
JManufacturing  Company,  Ac.  There  will  be 
several  fine  exhibits  of  artificial  flies.  The 
Ualtcmian  Manufacturing  Company  and  Robt. 
Ramsbottom  will  have  a  number  of  expert  men 
and  girls  at  work  tying  the  feathery  lures, 
giving  to  anglers  and  the  public  generally  an 
insight  into  the  mysteries  of  constructing  the 
fairy  creations  that  never  fail  to  elicit  expressions 
of  delight  and  admiration  from  the  beholder  A 
varied  and  really  remarkable  display  of  troilinu 
spoons  and  artificial  baits  will  be  furnished 
by  the  Buel  Company,  C.  B.  Hibbard,  G.  M. 
Skinner,  and  others ;  while  the  beautiful  little 
Angell  wings  will  be  shown  in  practical 


^an  fifty  years  old,  and  several  about  sevent 
ihe^  first  multiplying  reel  in  the  world  was  mac 
in  Kentucky.’  When  the  exhibits  are  in  their  plai 
1  shall  have  something  more  to  say  about  ther 
At  present  the  only  case  is  one  of  steel  rods,  bi 
;  it  was  locked  up.  Dr.  Henshall  is  meanwhi 
!  in  building  a  full-sized  copy  of  Izaa 

Walton’s  fishing  cottage  in  Dovedale,  and  tt 
^te  selected  is  in  the  grounds  not  far  from  tf 
I  Fisheries  building.  Mr.  Marston  has  ler 
valuable  assistance  by  forwarding  photograph 
^nd  descriptive  details.  There  is,  in  the  mai 
1  building,  a  huge  model  of  the  Baltimore  fishin 
j  school,  in  which  the  Baroness  and  Mr.  Burdetl 
[  Coutts,  M.P.,  have  taken  a  deep  interest.  Noi 
wegian  exhibitors  show  a  number  of  casts  of  fisl 
I  upon  whose  bodies  the  exquisite  sheen  almos 
;  amounts  to  the  irridescence  of  nature.  The  fin 
^  are  cleared  and  thinned  out  to  be  in  some  wa' 
like  as  life.  In  the  States  fish  cast?  are  mad' 
of  a  preparation  of  gelatine,  by  which  the  effigie 
are  made  as  near  nature  as  can  be  reached.  Thi 
Norwegian  tinting,  however,  is  marvellously  sue 
I  cessful,  and  I  doubt  if  there  is  any  finer. — Rej 
foi’iNNER,  Chicago,  April  20.” 


in  it  a  portion  of  the  fry  from  the  eggs  of  the 
trout  which  you  sent  to  me.  At 
j  different  times  I  have  mentioned  in  Shooting  and 
J^islnng  the  remarkable  growth  of  the  brown 
j  trout  in  this  stream,  and  the  largest  of  them 
I  were  caught  just  above  and  below  where  this 
:  picture  was  taken.  I  hope  that  Mr.  Andrews 
will  publish  his  papers  on  “  How  to  Breed  and 
j  Rear  1  rout,”  now  being  printed  in  the  Gazette, 

;  in  book  form  later.  It  will  make  a  book  of  great 
value  to  all  English-speaking  people  interested 
in  fash-culture,  for  he  goes  to  the  bottom  of  the 
subject  in  detail,  and  makes  all  so  plain  that  his 
j  book  would  be  standard  for  years  to  come.  I 
make  a  note  of  this  in  Shooting  and  Fishing  next 
j  issue. — Yours  ever  sincerely,  A.  N.  Cheney. 
j  We  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  a  photo- 
,  ^^o^^Hng  from  Miss  R.  W.  Cheney’s  charming 
J  photograph ;  it  is  interesting  of  itself,  and 
doubly  so  as  being  the  home  of  the  trout  we  sent 
as  a  present  to  American  anglers  per  Shooting 
and  l^ishlng  some  years  ago.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  know  salmo  fario  is  doing  so  well.  Our  thanks 
are  due  again  to  Mr.  Cheney  for  so  kindly 
remembering  the  F.  G, 
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my  last  “  paper  ”  I  remarked  that  I  per¬ 
sonally  had  never  secured  the  average  baskets 
which  seemed  to  have  been  the  lot  of  many  other 
writers  on  angling.  I  wish  to  add  that  this  was 
said  sincerely — humbly,  if  you  like — but  not  ill- 
naturedly.  Well,  I  remember  for  years  after  I  read 
“  Stewart’s  Practical  Angler,”  thinking  what  a 
duffer  I  must  be  after  all,  for  here  was  Stewart 
in  his  first  edition  stating  that  “he  has  not 
attained  mastery  in  the  art  who  cannot  average 
121b.  of  trout  daily,”  &c.,  and  in  the  hard  fished 
streams  in  the  south  of  Scotland,  too !  Where 
have  I  seen  an  average  of  the  half  in  the  season 
fishing  daily  ?  It  is  true  that  in  later  years  the 
truth  gradually  dawned  on  me,  that  Mr.  Stewart’s 
day  was  not  like  my  own,  six  hours — sometimes 
seven  or  eight — but  as  an  Aberdonian  “  keeper  ” 
quaintly  said,  “  Oh,  I  ken  Mr.  Stewart’s  day.  It 
is  twenty-fower  hoors  o’  creepin’  an’  crawlin’ !  ” 

I  now  take  up  my  old  diary  at  the  tail  end  of 
March,  1861.  I  had  returned  to  Tweed  and 
Teviot  side  for  a  short  spell,  but  evidently  did  not 
set  the  Thames  on  fire,  and  had  then  gone  back 
to  Edinburgh.  On  the  20th  of  May  I  came  and 
took  lodgings  at  a  very  small  inn,  at  Maxton,  on 
the  Tweed.  I  found  the  river  down  to  summer 
level,  and  full  of  trailing  green  weeds,  hot  sun, 
and  everything  against  fly-fishing.  On  the  23rd 
I  had  wandered  on  doing  nothing  till  some 
trout  rose  at  the  far  side,  and  I  began  to  pick  up 
some  fine  fish,  using  very  small  flies.  I  find 
that  I  had  121b.  of  trout,  and  that  they  were 
good  sized  fish,  for  eleven  of  the  best  weighed 
8jlb.  I  met  Honeyman  and  Slater,  who  had 
been  looking  after  their  salmon  boats — putting 
them  away  for  a  time — and  they  said  that  no  one 
had  made  such  a  basket  on  the  river  for  a  long 
time  past.  On  the  24th  I  had  4|lb.,  and  on  the 
25th  1  killed  a  clean  salmon  of  61b.  on  my  trout 
rod,  slightly  brown  with  lying  on  the  water, 
which  I  sent  to  Slater,  who  was  surprised  and 
delighted,  as  salmon  fishing  was  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.  Then  came  three  blazing  hot  days,  and  fly 
was  all  up  a  tree,  so  I  sent  to  worthy  Mrs.  Hogg, 
of  Edinburgh  (now  only  a  memory),  and  had  a 
supply  of  worms  sent  by  train,  and  on  the  27th 
I  fished  up  stream  with  clear  water  worm,  from 
7.30  to  1  o’clock,  when  suddenly  the  trout 
refused  to  take.  Possibly  some  good  worm  fisher 
had  started  where  I  left  off,  which  would  fully 
account  for  it.  It  was  most  remarkable  !  Just  as 
if  a  magician’s  wand  had  been  waved  across  the 
river,  and  yet,  ten  minutes  before  at  the  last 
stream,  I  was  killing  trout  well.  The  heat,  for 
May,  was  so  terrific?  that  I  turned  home,  and 
weighed  my  creel,  which  I  found  contained  (nett) 
181b.  of  trout,  the  largest  being  251b. 

Next  day  I  had  61b.,  two  of  them,  with  fly,  lib. 
each,  and  only  fished  from  12  to  4  o’clock,  and  a 
couple  of  hours  in  the  evening. 

Next  day  41b.,  one  being  iflb.  My  old  friend 
N.  D.  completely  beat  me  that  day,  and  got  101b. 
Our  old  master,  Mark  Aitken,  was  with  us,  and 
he  was  invariably  head  of  the  poll,  yet  he  was 
completely  beaten.  Such  are  the  chances  in  a 
river  so  hard  fished  as  the  Tweed.  You  follow 
several  early  birds,  who  have  been  at  it  from 
dawn  with  all  kinds  of  lures,  and  you  wonder  why 
trout  won’t  feed.  Your  comrade  just  happens  to 
go  where  the  water  has  not  been  ’  disturbed  that 
day,  and  of  course  he  has  a  better  chance  of  a 
good  basket.  N.  D.,  I  may  add,  was  a  “nailer,” 
and  hard  to  beat,  but  neither  of  us  ever  thought 
we  were  equal  to  old  “Mark,”  who  was  the  best 
fisherman  all  round  for  trout  and  salmon  I  ever 
met.  _  N.  D.  still  lives  on  Teviot  side,  but  has  all 
but  given  up  fishing,  to  my  honest  regret. 

In  June  I  had  some  decent  days,  but  nothing 
worth  recording,  on  the  Tweed.  Several  times 
21b.  or  31b.,  and  I  could  not  kill  more,  maia  cela 
va  sans  dire.  On  the  29th  I  fished  with  two 
friends.  S.  had  21b.,  M.  Hb.,  and  I  5|lb. ;  my 
three  best  trout,  lilb.,  Hb.  2oz.,  and  :jlb.  The 
river  was  a  light  porter  colour  and  sun  bright, 
not  favourable  conditions  for  clear  water  worm 
as  a  rule  on  the  Tweed. 

On  the  14th  of  October  I  was  back  on  the 
Teviot^  and  killed  a  sea-trout,  91b.,  with  salmon 


fly,  and  on  the  22nd  I  killed  a  small  grilse,  J^lb., 
with  sarne  lure,  and  this  ended  by  season  in  1861. 

In  1862  I  was  again  at  Maxton,  on  the  3’weed, 
and  on  the  14th  of  May,  and  on  the  Lower 
Mertoun  water,  “  the  Tower  water,”  my  very  first 
trout  with  clear  water  worm  was  2lb.  4oz.  I 
then  put  on  the  fly,  and  got  in  all  71b.,  one 
11b.  3oz.  Next  day  Mark  Aitken  joined  me,  and 
we  did  as  usual  our  best.  He  had  only  2|lb.  for 
the  day,  and  I  3Ib.  Then  my  old  friend  and 
school  companion,  Peter  Bell,  fished  on  the  lOch. 
Besult,  Bell  451b.,  myself  Sj-lb.,  one  11b.  ^oz. 

22nd,  on  the  Teviot,  two  trout  with  fly,  l^lb.  and 
|lb.  each ;  23rd,  41b.  from  the  Oxnam,  a  small 
tributary  of  the  Teviot ;  25th,  Teviot,  4flb.;  27ch, 
4Jlb.  (two  Hb.  each). 

I  went  on  a  visit  to  my  old  school-fellow,  Peter 
Bell,  who  had  rented  the  salmon  fishing  and 
partridge  shooting  of  “  St.  Boswell’s  Bank,”  and 
who  insisted  on  my  coming  to  visit  him  for  ten 
days  or  so,  “  for  auld  lang  syne.”  This  was  about 
the  very  end  of  May. 

Now  the  2nd  of  J  une  gave  us  both  pleasure,  for 
Bell  killed  a  bright  clean  salmon,  with  salmon  fly. 
of  71b. 

In  the  evening  I  strolled  out  with  my  old 
Forrest  lift,  rod,  to  have  a  little  fly-fishing.  I 
did  not  expect  to  do  much,  and  I  had  no  landing 
net  or  attendant.  I  only  caught  one  trout. 

When  I  arrived  at  St.  Boswell’s  Bank,  Bell  met 
me  at  the  door  with  “  Why  man,  we  have  all  been 
keeping  supper  waiting  for  you.”  “  Forgive  me,” 
I  said,  “  but  I  had  to  go  to  the  village  to  get  my 
basket  weighed,  or  rather  my  trout,  for  1  have 
only  owe.  Bell,  but  he  is  not  a  bad  sort  to  be  taken 
on  fine  gut,  unaided,  with  a  small  fly.  Here  is  my 
excuse !”  and  I  lugged  out  my  fish.  Poor  Bell, 
who  had  a  generous  nature,  replied,  “  I  forgive 
you !  ”  and  never  stopped  till  he  had  laid  my  trout 
on  the  drawing-room  carpet  (yes!  and  no  one 
shrieked,  “  Take  it  off  the  carpet!”).  “Mother,” 
he  said,  “  Look  at  that !  ”  Well,  it  was  a  lovely  male 
trout,  olb.  loz.  in  weight.  Such  fish  are  very 
seldom  taken  with  artificial  fly  on  the  Tweed, 
they  have  been  far  too  often  pricked,  and  ■  even 
hooked  !  Natural  lures,  minnow,  worm,  creeper, 
and  May-fly,  i.e.  Stone-fly,  generally  account  for 
them,  and  even  the  salmon  fly.  I  once  told  the 
whole  story  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  “  How  I  Won 
a  Fiver,”  and  so  I  feel  bound  not  to  waste  space  in 
fighting  my  battles  o’er  again.  Enough  to  add, 

I  never  had  a  more  magnificent  run 
in  my  life,  which  is  saying  something. 

I  hooked  him  standing  well  back  on 
the  gravel,  in  water  barely  deep  enough  to  cover 
him,  and  in  no  time  he  was  in  an  eddy  behind  a 
cairn  at  the  opposite  side,  I  having  to  wade  in  as 
deep  as  I  could  to  prevent  losing  him,  and  then 
he  dived,  and  came  straight  at  me,  and  I  had  to 
run  back  and  away  up  on  the  opposite  bank  as 
far  as  I  could  get,  as  my  small  reel  was  wholly 
incapable  of  winding  in  line  quick  enough ;  and 
then  the  agony  of  the  last  moments  as  he  lay  in 
shallow  water  gasping,  and  how  I  dashed  in  and 
got  my  fingers  into  his  gills,  and  came  out 
feeling  as  if  I  had  done  that  which  never  in  this 
life  would  be  repeated  by  me  on  Tweedside.  I 
have  the  very  fly  still  in  my  diary,  and  the 
account  of  the  capture  cut  out  of  the  Kelso  Mail, 
which  ends  thus : 

“  The  fish  ran  magnificently,  taking  out  all  the 
reel  line  (about  35  yards)  at  the  first  rush. 
The  trout  was  caught  on  a  small  fly,  and  the 
casting  line  was  also  very  fine.  The  size  of  the 
fish  (51b.  loz.)  was  considered  as  something  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  the  mode  of  capture,  considering 
the  fineness  of  the  tackle,  is  looked  upon  as  an 
angling  feat  worthy  of  being  rescued  from 
oblivion.” 

_  The  last  touch  is  truly  that  of  the  “penny-a- 
liner,”  but  “’Twas  a  famous  victory!”  I  only 
stayed  till  the  5th,  and  have  not  much  to 
chronicle — two  of  11b.  each,  and  a  few  others  of 
usual  size. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  however,  I  was  back  at 
Luib,  Perthshire,  with  my  friend  B.  Alas  !  things 
were  wholly  changed.  When  we  were  last  there 
big  rains  had  risen  the  volume  of  water  in  the 
small  lochs,  Ure  and  Dochart,  and  gave  us  sport 
with  the  ordinary-sized  loch  flies,  of  which  we 
had  brought  a  stock.  In  consequence  of  the 
drought  I  had  to  sit  down  every  evening  and 
dress  flies  sufficient  for  both,  for  the  following 
day,  much  smaller  than  the  previous  year,  in  fact, 
river  size.  Sport  declined :  41b.,  51b.,  and  6Hbi 


Then,  on  the  21st,  1  had  8Jlb.,  one  of  them  with 
fly  being  2jlb. ;  then  ll.Jlb.,  lylb.,  6:j-lb.,  and,  one 
day,  21b. ! 

Disgusted,  we  drove  to  Dalmally,  Loch  Awe, 
and  stayed  three  days.  First  day  we  fished  a 
^ “  tarn  ”  and  did  very  little.  On  July  1st 
we  fished  the  loch  and  river.  I  got  31b.,  one  l|lb., 
^*th  %’  and  putting  on  a  Phantom  killed  a  pike 
of  61b.  Next  day  did  very  little  good,  but  after¬ 
wards  learned  that  the  pike  had  killed  down  most 
of  the  trout  close  to  Kilchurn  Castle,  Dalmally. 
In  September  I  was  on  the  Tweed  again.  The 
river  was  low,  and  the  grilse  were  to  be  seen 
rising  in  the  clear  water,  like  trout,  every  evening, 
but  who  could  catch  them?  One  day  David 
Johnstone  (now  between  70  and  80  years  of 
age),  then  reckoned  to  he  one  of  the  best  salmon 
fishermen  who  ever  wetted  a  line  on  the  Tweed, 
came  down  to  try  and  get  a  grilse  for  his  em¬ 
ployer,  who,  I  think,  was  then  the  late  Admiral 
Cator,  who  rented  the  Dryburgh  water.  I 
wanted  the  fun  of  it,  and  though  I  had  free  fish- 
ing  for  trout,  had  no  right  to  fish  for  salmon  or 
grilse. 

However,  I  knew  “  David,”  and,  what  was  more 
to  the  purpose,  he  knew  me,  and  he  agreed  to  let 
me  fish  the  water  behind  him,  I,  of  course,  to  give 
up  any  grilse  I  should  catch,  to  him. 

I  had  seen  his  flies,  and  how  fine  they  were,  his 
rod — a  two-handed  trout  rod — and  so  forth.  So 
I  sat  down  and  began  by  stripping  a  loch  fly,  then, 
tying  it  on  a  loop  of  salmon  gut,  I  dressed  a  very 
simple  fly.  Woodcock  wings,  bodj-,  blue  wool  at 
back,  orange  in  front,  the  whole  ribbed  with 
yellow  purse  silk  in  place  of  tinsel,  and  a  coeka- 
bondhu  hackle.  Pish  were  so  awfully  shy  that  I 
avoided  tinsel  purposely. 

I  waited  till  Johnstone  had  fished  several  fine 
rough  streams,  and  when  he  came  back  to  me  I 
showed  him  my  fly.  He  said  it  “  lookit  verra 
likely,”  and  waded  in  beside  me  as  I  started  to 
fish  the  Gullet  stream.  He  had  done  nothing 
whatever — never  had  a  rise.  Coming  over  the 
same  water  with  my  own  fly  I  killed  two  grilse, 
21b.  and  41b.,  and  rose  other  two  or  three,  to 
his  astonishment.  I  was  “  a  prood  man  ”  to  do 
that  after  such  a  “  hand  ”  as  “  old  David,”  and  no 
doubt  the  Admiral  enjoyed  the  two  grilse  !  Such 
are  our  triumphs  as  anglers.  It  is  under  adverse 
circumstances  that  we  truly  know  what  it  is  to 
win  “  the  blue  ribbon.” 

One  so  often  comes  off  with  “the  leather 
medal  ”  (i.e.  bottom  of  the  form.)  On  October 
10th,  when  lodging  with  Honeyman,  fisherman 
(at  St.  Boswell’s),  I  had  a  little  fishing  with  my 
friend  Peter  Bell  at  Maxton.  The  river  was  low 
and  weather  bright,  early  morning  and  evening 
were  our  only  chance  of  success,  as  during  the 
day  the  sun  was  pitiless.  I  ran  and  lost  a  big  fish, 
but  I  got  two  grilse  31b.  each,  and  a  sea-trout 
8|lb. 

On  the  11th  I  killed  a  grilse,  311b.,  in  the  “  Long 
stream,”  and  I  noted  “  water  very  low.” 

November  3rd  was  a  day  to  be  remembered  by 
me.  The  river  had  been  full  and  dirty,  and  fish 
travelling  inward  and  upwards  for  two  weeks  or 
so.  Every  salmon  fisherman  knows  it  too  well ; 
just  as  the  river  would  be  getting  into  trim,  a 
fresh  shower  at  the  source  would  raise  it  a  few 
inches,  perhaps  half  a  foot,  and  fish  kept  on 
travelling.  The  evening  before  I  had  dressed 
Bell  a  fly — of  my  own  invention — for  the  river 
was  falling  in,  a  full  whey-coloured  water. 

I  remember  it  somewhat  resembled  a  “Jock 
Scott  ”  (a  man  I  have  often  seen,  and  the  inventor 
of  that  famous  fly),  and  contained  a  goodly 
aruount  of  the  double  white  top  turkey  in  the 
mixed  wing.  In  the  very  first  pool  up  he  came, 
and  missed,  grandly,  to  my  friend  Bell’s  fishing, 
for  I  was  in  my  usual  garments,  intending  to  go 
to  Edinburgh  early  in  the  day,  and  no  gaff  was 
allowed  in  November,  and  we  had  no  landing 
net,  as  Bell  told  me  he  expected  no  sport  what¬ 
ever. 

He  was  mistaken,  for  he  rose  and  hooked 
no  less  than  thirteen  salmon,  and  what  grand 
runs  they  gave  as  they  tore  through  the  rapid 
flooded  water,  breaking  the  line,  or  getting  rid 
of  the  fly  generally,  for  he  could  not  follow,  and 
the  best  water  was  on  the  very  edge  of  some  of 
the  most  rapid  water  on  the  Tweed,  the  fish 
taking  mostly  close  to  the  side.  However,  he 
did  not  do  badly,  for  I  find  his  bag  consisted  of 
four  fish,  1541b.,  1641b.,  1941b.,  and  2141b.  each. 

He  got  “  blown,”  and  insisted  on  my  taking  his 
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rod  for  “  a  cast  ”  on  the  point  of  a  cairn,  and 
would  take  no  denial.  To  humour  him  I  did  so 
reluctantly,  for  I  would  have  much  preferred 
seeing  him  add  to  his  own  bag,  and  I  was  not  in 
fishing  garb.  In  a  very  few  casts  I  rose  and 
hooked  the  prettiest  fish  of  the  day,  8ilb.,  which 
I  made  short  work  of,  as  he  took  a  huge 
“  Baronet,”  the  water  being  deep  there.  After 
which  Bell  never  got  a  run  !  So  the  bag  was  five 
fish  weighing  81  Albs.  I  landed  every  fish  by  the 
tail,  a  thing  I  feel  I  understand.  Poor  fellow,  I 
had  no  notion  of  it  then,  for  he  was  very  active 
and  hardy,  but  he  died  of  consumption  a  couple 
of  years  or  so  afterwards.  I  remember  him  now 
as  an  unselfish  generous  brother  angler,  who 
would  willingly  give  his  guest  the  best  place, 
and  who  never  seemed  annoyed  when  his  friend 
got  ahead  of  him ;  and  yet  how  keen  he  was  ! 

He  was  an  admirable  salmon  fisherman,  hard  to 
beat;  particularly  did  he  excel  where  the  im¬ 
mediate  vicinity  of  trees  behind  prevented  “  a 
clear  cast.” 

On  the  4th  I  killed  a  fine  clean  fish  of  /-Jib., 
and  “  lost  a  heavy  one,”  and  on  the  6th  1  killed  a 
small  fish  of  61b.,  both  on  the  “  Baronet,”  a  grand 
autumn  fly  on  the  Tweed. 

Bell  had  the  best  water  for  salmon  in  a  low 
state  of  the  river,  and  the  worst  in  a  high  water, 
for  miles,  the  gradient  was  so  great  and  water 
so  swift  and  rough.  I  find  I  had  killed  fourteen 
trout  that  season,  amongst  others,  which  averaged 
11b.  9joz.,  not  bad  for  Scotch  river  trout,  and  so 
ends  season  1862. 

In  1863  I  fished  the  Tyne  (Haddington)  for  two 
days  in  April,  but  did  not  do  much,  and  my  friend 
H.  still  less. 

I  then,  in  May,  went  to  the  Tweed,  at  St. 
Boswell’s.  How  I  loved  that  river  in  those 
days !  and  I  find  the  old  chronicle  of  sport, 
with  the  fly,  .5Alb.,  .'31b.,  2Alb.,  4Alb.,  61b,,  31b.  21st, 
91b.,  three  of  my  take  being  nearly  31b.  22nd, 
47Ub.,  two  of  the  trout  11b.  lloz.  24th,  eight 
trout,  51b.,  the  three  best  trout  weighing  31b.  3oz. 
25th,  in  two  hours’  fishing  in  the  evening  I  got 
41b.,  two  best  being  lib.  16oz.  each.  29th,  4Alb., 
one  l^lb.  I  quote  these  weights  to  show  that  on 
the  Tweed  one  generally  came  in  for  one  or  two 
good  sized  trout,  which  always  lends  a  charm  to 
a  day’s  fishing,  in  my  opinion,  even  if  the  bag  be 
light. 

Then,  on  J une  10th,  I  went  to  Alford,  Aberdeen¬ 
shire,  with  my  friend  B.,  and  found  the  river 
very  low  and  clear.  It  was  ever  thus.  Also,  by 
far  the  best  of  the  fly-fishing  there  is  in  April, 
and  we  were  out  of  it  entirely.  I  find  1  began 
and  ended  badly,  and  my  friend  no  better,  rather 
worse :  41b.,  4Alb.,  51b.,  61b.,  4flb.,  2Alb.,  4Alb., 
4^|lb.,  and  4flb.' 

We  got  one  day  on  the  Kildrummie  Castle 
water  of  the  Don,  by  permission,  and  here  with 
ordinary  luck  I  should  have  done  something 
indeed  grand.  We  had  to  drive  there,  and  were 
late  in  arriving.  The  water  was  rough  and  full 
of  boulders  and  rocks  where  we  started,  but 
apparently  almost  as  full  of  trout.  It  was  blow¬ 
ing  down  stream  too  hard,  and  when  a  trout  was 
hooked  it  made  handling  him  a  difficult  task. 
The  consequence  was  I  lost  several  large  trout. 
At  twelve  o’clock  the  wind  increased  to  a 
hurricane  down  stream,  and  this,  with  clear  water 
worm  and  fine  tackle,  made  success  impossible. 
During  this  brief  period,  however,  my  friend 
had  basketted  9|lb.,  and  myself  15Jlb.,  my  three 
best  trout  being  l|lb.,  l]lb.,  and  lib.  each.  Next 
and  last  day  at  Alford  1  had  41b.  I  have  often 
wished  to  fish  the  Kildrummie  water  once  more, 
but  being  “  private”  water  I  never  again  expect 
to  do  so.  I  had  a  few  further  uneventful  days  on 
the  Tweed  at  St.  Boswell’s  that  season.  In 
September  I  went  to  the  town  of  Innerleithen  on 
the  Tweed  for  my  last  season’s  fishing  prior  to 
going  to  Queensland  in  the  following  spring. 
Here  the  fishing  for  both  salmon  and  trout  is 
open  to  all.  I  began,  14th,  5flb.  of  trout ;  15th, 
541b.,  including  a  grilse  i.jlb. ;  17th,  4glb.  of 
trout. 

22nd,  I  fished  for  salmon  and  killed  a  grilse 
2Jlb.;  25th,  two  salmon,  121b.  and4.Alb. ;  26th,  a 
grilse  21b.;  27th,  a  sea  trout  2Alb. ;  29th,  3Alb. 
trout  (fly). 

October  8th.  I  fished  for  two  hours  below 
the  foot  of  “  Quair  Water,”  and  just  above  the 
bridge  which  spans  the  Tweed,  with  my  small  fly 
rod,  and  killed  a  fine  river  trout  in  good  condition 
(with  a  midge  ily),  31b.  6oz. 


October  14th,  one  salmon  6jlb.:  16th,  one  grilse 
3:flb. ;  21st,  one  salmon  81b. ;  26th,  one  salmon, 
l8lb.,  and  a  sea-trout  4flb.  ISl.B.  I  killed  both 
fish  on  a  small  “  dropper  fly,”  which  I  know  is 
generally  considered  ”  bad  form,”  but  which,  when 
small  flies  are  used,  I  have  found  ”  pay  ”  more 
than  once. 

November  6th  I  had  two  sea-trout  with  salmon 
fly,  8.Alb.  and  11  Alb.  respectively. 

llth,  a  small  fish  41b. 

17th,  two  sea-trout,  51b.  and  31b.  each. 

20th,  a  salmon  111b. 

28th,  a  salmon  71b. 

30th  November.  Last  day  of  the  season, 
frosty,  and  snow  on  the  banks,  and  never  saw 
a  fish. 

On  May  16th,  1864, 1  had  a  few  days  at  Alford 
(just  before  I  sailed  for  Australia)  with  B.  and  L. 
16th  (fly),  fljlb.,  best  trout  l]lb.  (B.  71b.)  After 
this  we  had  bright  sun,  and  as  the  water  was  low 
we  did  no  good,  41b.,  <tc. ;  indeed,  my  very  last 
day,  19th,  I  find  I  had  not  quite  21b.  of  trout ! 
The  river  had  been  thrashed.  My  old  diary  goes 
no  further  than  this,  and  I  did  not  wet  a  line  in 
the  Tweed  till  1870,  and  I  think  in  the  month  of 
June,  of  which  I  have  kept  no  chronicle,  though 
I  began  in  a  rather  a  remarkable  manner.  The 
river  was  low,  and  one’s  only  chance  was  clear 
water  worm,  for  the  sun  was  blazing  hot. 

My  old  friend,  N.  D.,  and  myself  trained  over 
from  Teviot  to  the  Tweed  at  Butherford  station. 
How  well  I  remember  it  all !  1  was  so  eager  to 
set  to  work.  He  went  below,  and  I  was  to  start 
just  below  Littledean  Tower  where  the  burn 
enters. 

Arrived,  I  stepped  into  a  broad  shallow,  just 
above  a  deep  pool,  meaning  to  fish  from  the 
other  side,  but  keeping  fishing  up  stream  as  I 
slowly  waded  adross  the  river.  The  sun  was  in 
my  eyes,  and  there  was  a  long  golden  track  in 
the  water  which  almost  blinded  me,  hence  my 
desire  to  get  to  the  further  side.  Suddenly  the 
line  stopped,  and  1  gently  responded,  when  to  my 
infinite  amazement  a  grand  yellow  trout  quite 
41b.  came  up  to  the  surface  with  his  mouth  open, 
and  without  offering  the  smallest  resistance  lay 
on  the  surface  lashing  the  water  with  head  and 
tail  till  he  passed  within  a  yard  of  my  legs, 
when,  suddenly  seeing  me,  he  dived  and  went 
down  stream  like  the  wind,  making  my  reel 
scream  and  my  heart  beat.  I  gradually  got  to 
the  further  side,  for  on  my  own  side  was  a 
wood  and  very  deep  water,  and  to  follow  was 
impossible. 

Meantime  the  trout  had  got  nearly  all  my  line 
out,  and  was  doggedly  making  his  way  down 
the  deep  side,  ever  downwards.  I  had  very  fine 
tackle,  and  I  knew  that  the  chance  of  killing 
him  was  not  very  great  now  he  had  got  so 
much  line  out.  Dp  came  my  friend  D. 

“Well,  what’s  that  you  have  got  hold  of?” 
“  My  dear  fellow,  a  magnificent  yellow  trout.” 
“Trout  be  hanged.  Tou  have  big  trout  on  the 
brain  since  you  got  those  large  ones  before 
you  went  to  Queensland.  He  is  a  kelt,  and  if 
you  lose  him  1  will  swear  he  was,  and  neither 
more  nor  less.  If  he’s  a  trout  why  don’t 
you  turn  his  head?  Tou  can’t?  Of  course  you. 
can’t,  and  then  see  how  dead  and  slow  he  is 
running;”  and  so  on  he  kept  bantering  me,  till 
I  wished  he  was  anywhere  on  earth  but  at  my 
side.  Mind  you,  it  was  my  first  day  on  the 
Tweed  for  six  years,  and  this  was  my  first  trout ! 
How  odd ! 

Suddenly,  it  turned  towards  me  in  the  dead 
deep  water,  and  I  had  to  reel  up  sharp,  when 
suddenly  the  water  parted  and  ont  he  came  with 
two  or  three  somersaults — a  glitter  of  gold  and 
silver  sheen. 

And  the7i  my  friend,  who  is  a  true  sportsman, 
said,  “  By  George,  he  is  a  magnificent  trout,  and 
worth  a  five  pound  note  to  catch  any  day  !  ”  I 
handed  him  my  landing  net,  and  by  degrees  Mr. 
Trout  came  in,  when  suddenly  he  came  right  on 
the  surface,  lying  there,  lashing  about  from  side 
to  side,  or  going  in  a  circle,  like  a  merry-go-round, 
gone  mad. 

“  Give  him  a  perfectly  slack  line  !”  roared  my 
friend. 

“  No,”  I  said,  “  1  always  like  to  feel  my  fish  a 
little.” 

“If  you  don’t  slack  line  he  will  smash  your 
fine  gut,  I  tell  you.  Drop  your  point.”  And  1  said 
“No!”  Yes,  I  said“  A^o/”  “A  sadder  and  a 
wiser  man  I  rose  the  morrow  morn.”  .  .  . 


He  just  managed  to  strike  the  gut  line  with  his 
tail  once.  It  was  as  good  as  a  dozen  times — so 
far  as  I  was  concerned — for  the  next  moment  he 
was  leisurely  sailing  across  the  Tweed,  whilst  my 
rod  had  got  wonderfully  straight  all  of  a  sudden, 
and  the  reel  had  grown  silent. 

I  had  purchased  a  brand  new  landing  net,  and 
when  he  ventured  to  speak  to  me  of  my  loss,  we 
were  then  some  distance  up  the  river.  “  Man 
you  took  it  very  well,  but  you  looked  awful. 
“  Ah,”  I  said,  “  some  sorrows  lie  too  deep  for 
sweers !”  And  all  day  long  I  felt  as  if  I  had  lost  my 
friend  instead  of  my  fish. 

But,  misfortunes  never  do  come  singly,  and  1 
never  saw  that  new  landing  net  from  that  day  to 
this.  We  both  forgot  its  existence  till  far  away, 
and  1  would  not  go  back  again  to  the  scene  of  my 
humiliation  that  day.  Old  D.  was  right.  I  was 
utterly  and  entirely  wrong,  and  my  advice  to  all 
under  such  circumstances  is  this,  give  your  fish  if 
need  be  a  yard  or  more  of  slack  line.  He  can’t  do 
much  harm  if  he  danced  a  Highland  reel  on  the 
surface  with  a  slack  line,  and  the  chance  is, 
feeling  no  strain,  he  will  instantly  dive,  and 
then  you  hold  him  again,  but  then  with  a 
cushion  of  water  to  prevent  these  terrible  jig- 
gerings  that  thrill  through  your  butt  like  so 
many  electric  shocks.  1  never  hold  even  a 
salmon  tight  when  he  is  flying  around  beating 
the  water,  but  slack  him  at  once,  for  though 
the  gut  is  strong,  he  may  be  slightly  hooked, 
and  one  sharp  jerk  and  the  hook  is  forcibly 
torn  out  of  its  slight  hold  when  in  the  softer 
tissues  of  the  mouth.  But  with  a  trout  of  lAlb. 
and  upwards,  when  using  fine  drawn  gut, 
never  keep  a  tight  line  when  he  is  on  the  sur¬ 
face,  lashing  about,  or  like  me,  you  will  perhaps 
rue  it.  I  had  my  lesson,  but  it  will  last  for  my 
lifetime.  Perhaps  like  me  you  will  say,  I  will 
not  slack  my  line ;  well,  neither  did  I,  but  you 
see  at  last  it  got  slack  “  without  the  leave  of  me,” 
and  “  1  was  left  lamenting  ”  like  Lord  Ullin 
when  “  the  waters  wild  went  o’er  his  child.” 

( To  he  continued.) 


A  NEW  FISHERMAN’S  KNIFE. 


Mk.  C.  Macpherson,  of  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Macpherson,  gun  and  fishing-tackle  makers, 
62,  High-street,  Southampton,  writes  ; 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  brought  out  a  new 
“  Fisherman’s  ”  knife,  which  I  think  should  prove 
useful  to  members  of  the  gentle  craft.  It 
contains  a  strong  blade  for  cutting  down 
branches  that  may  be  in  the  way,  a  strong  pair 
of  scissors,  a  pair  of  fly-tweezers,  and  a  bodkin. 
Kindly  accept,  and  give  it  a  trial.  I  have  made 
it  in  ivory  and  stag,  the  parts  being  all  strong 
and  serviceable.  Trusting  it  may  prove  useful. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  M.ycpherson. 

It  is  certainly  a  very  strong  and  useful  knife, 
if  anything  almost  too  strong.  Would  it  not  be 
possible  to  reduce  the  size  and  weight  somewhat, 
and  add  a  spring  balance,  weighing  accurately  up 
to  61b.  or  71b.,  for  trout  and  ordinary  fishing  ? 
Such  a  knife  would  do  much  to  remove  the 
reproach  of  the  brotherhood,  viz.,  a  tendency  to 
guess  at  the  weight  of  a  fish,  and  give  ourselves 
all  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  Such  a  knife  would 
be  almost  worthy  of  an  ode  in  the  promised 
“  Lyra  Piscatoria  ”  of  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A. 


S.A-LMON  Rons  TO  Let  o.v  the  Erriff  River, 
Irel.vxd. — The  other  day  Capt.  Phillips,  late 
of  the  Carabiniers,  called  upon  us  to  ask  if  we 
would  put  a  line  in  the  Gazette  about  some  rods 
which  he  has  to  let  on  a  bit  of  good  salmon 
fishing  in  Ireland.  We  have  no  objection  at  all 
to  give  the  particulars  as  given  to  ns  by  Capt. 
Phillips,  though  we  must  decline  any  responsi¬ 
bility  for  them  in  any  way.  Capt.  Phillips 
informs  us  that  he  has  taken  on  lease  from  Lord 
Sligo  the  whole  of  the  Erriff  River,  near  West- 
port,  and  wants  six  rods,  which  can  be  had 
monthly  at  £15  each  per  month ;  and  anglers 
can  have  board  and  lodging-  at  £3  fls.  a  week  at 
Ashleagh  House,  or  they  can  stay  at  the  hotel  at 
Leenane.  We  should  say  that  anyone  on  the 
look-out  for  fishing  quarters  in  Ireland  would 
do  well  to  write  for  further  particulars  to  Capt. 
Phillips,  Ashleagh  House,  Westport.  June  to 
September  are  the  best  months. 
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NEW  FISHING  TACKLE,  CATA¬ 

LOGUES,  &c. 


MESSRS.  W.  T.  HANCOCK  AND  CO. 
Messes.  W.  T.  Hancock  and  Co.,  of  308,  High 
Holborn,  send  us  a  copy  of  their  new  catalogue, 
which  certainly  does  them  credit  both  for  com¬ 
pleteness  and  attractive  appearance.  It  is  not 
merely  an  illustrated  catalogue  of  fishing-tackle, 
as  it  contains,  in  addition,  much  general  infor¬ 
mation  which  many  anglers  will  find  useful. 

We  have  only  space  to  notice  a  few  of  the 
items  which  this  firm  make  a  feature  of 

On  page  5,  the  Imperial  Fly-rod  and  Outfit. 
These  rods  now  having  obtained  such  a  world¬ 
wide  reputation,  they  are  being  manufactured  all 
the  year  round  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  of 
the  season. 


Page  9,  Mahseer  Tackle  Specialities.  Rods  made 
to  stand  hot  and  damp  climates,  and  extra  selected 
woods  for  severe  strains,  &c.  The  new  design 
spoon,  which  is  well  worthy  of  inspection,  but 
difficult  to  describe  minutely.  It  is  said  to  be 
much  stronger  in  the  mounting  and  able  to  resist 
any  strain. 

Page  12,  Hancock’s  Drag  and  Clearing  Ring 
consists  of  an  open- jointed  ring  with  four  claws, 
like  a  hand,  can  be  fastened  round  a  rod  and  let 
down  to  any  obstruction  in  the  water,  also  it  has 
a  knife-cutter  fitted,  by  which  the  hook  can  be 
cut  off,  and  thus  save  a  valuable  line  and  tackle. 

Page  18,  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Trout 
and  Salmon  Lines,  which  have  received  the  highest 
award  for  strength  and  durability. 

Pages  19  to  31  are  devoted  to  describing 
minutely  every  fly  that  is  likely  to  prove  destruc¬ 
tive  to  fish.  This  special  department  owes  its 
success  to  the  employment  of  the  best  fly-tiers. 

Page  34,  Special  Thames  Flight,  as  used  with 
great  success  on  the  River  Thames  amongst  the 
large  trout. 


South-West  Basket 


Page  44,  Hancock’s  Patent  Pag,  which  is  still 
a  popular  favourite,  was  invented  by  the  patentee 
five  or  six  years  ago. 

Page  45,  the  South-West  Basket,  recommended 
by  Major  Carlisle,  which  enables  an  angler  to 
carry  his  fish  flat,  and  therefore  does  not  spoil 
the  appearance  of  a  good  fish,  and  also  affords  a 
comfortable,  dry,  and  secure  seat  when  closed. 

Page  46,  Collap.sing  Ring  and  Net,  with  tele¬ 
scopic  handle  and  leather  sling,  made  light  yet 
strong,  and  folds  up  in  very  small  space. 

Page  5.5,  Hancock’s  Hampshire  Fly-fisher’s 
Knife,  made  expressly  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  dry  fly-fishers. 


Pages  57  to  69,  Sea-tackle  of  every  description 
is  here  well  represented,  and  many  new  patterns 
given. 

Page  68  relates  to  preserving  fish,  birds,  &c., 
set  up  at  very  moderate  cost  by  a  most  practical 
taxidermist. 

At  the  end  of  this  well-revised  catalogue,  in¬ 
formation  is  given  about  the  bye-laws  of  different 


Hancock’s  Hampshiee  Flt-pisher’s  Knife. 

rivers.  Also  a  treatise  on  “  Fish,  and  How  to 
Catch  Them.”  Some  good  recipes  for  baits, 
preservatives.  &c.,  Mr.  Hancock  himself  having 
given  much  of  his  practical  experience  in  this 
book. 

We  can  strongly  recommend  both  fresh  and 
salt-water  anglers  to  obtain  this  new  and  very 
fully  illustrated  catalogue. 


MESSRS.  F.  T.  WILLIAMS  AND  CO. 

Messe.s.  F.  T.  Williams  and  Co.,  10,  Great 
Queen-street,  London,  established  1828,  send  us 
their  new  catalogue ;  it  is  very  neatly  got  up, 
and  fully  illustrated.  Among  the  illustrations 
we  notice  Mr.  Basil  Field's  patent  aerating  bait- 
can;  in  the  handle  there  is  a  little  air-pump,  and 
as  you  carry  the  can  you  can  send  a  supply  of 
air  into  the  water  in  the  simplest  manner 
imaginable.  It  is  the  best  bait-can  we  know,  and 
we  have  used  one  for  many  years. 

Another  very  good  thing  in  this  list  is 
Williams  and  Co.’s  “Oval  Trout  Wading  Net.” 
It  is  a  plain  hickory  ring,  spliced  on  to  a  short 
handle  of  about  two  feet,  with  a  good  deep  net, 
complete  for  3s.  fid. 

Then  we  notice  Williams’s  “  Improved  Method 
of  Carrying  the  Landing-net,”  fully  explained 
and  illustrated.  Their  patent  rod  joint  fastener 
is  one  of  the  best  in  the  market.  By  the  way,  we 
noticed  the  other  day  that  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney, 
editor  of  Shooting  and  Fishing,  Boston,  U.S.A., 
referred  to  our  love  of  patent  lock-fast  joints  in 
this  country,  and  said  that  he  owned  a  rod  which 
had  plain  ferrules,  no  taper,  and  he  would  defy 
anyone  to  throw  it  apart  by  fair  casting.  All  we 
can  say  is  that  our  rods  at  present  are  not  built 
that  way  ;  further,  that  a  friend  of  ours  who  had 
a  “  best  possible  ”  American  split-cane  rod  over, 
found  that  the  joints,  after  a  few  hours  salmon 
fishing,  did  give  a  little,  and  had  to  be  tightened 
up.  Messrs.  Williams  have  an  interesting  line  in 
their  list,  viz.,  “American  Steel  Tubular  Rods.” 
10ft.  fly  rod,  they  label  it  “  excellent.”  We  have 
never  yet  seen  a  metal  rod  that  could  be  called 
even  “  indifferent  good.” 

For  rods  of  all  kinds  and  at  all  prices,  this  firm 
has  long  been  famous.  Fancy  a  three- joint  10ft. 
hickory  fly  rod,  with  rings  and  winch  fittings, 
:ot  5s.  fid. 

Their  list  is  a  very  comprehensive  one,  and 
will  suit  the  roach  angler,  who  loves  the  long 
light  bamboo  or  white  cane,  as  well  as  the 
flyfisher  or  spinner. 


Me.  White,  late  of  the  Rondono  Hotel,  St. 
Mary’s  Loch,  Selkirk,  and  now  of  the  George 
Hotel,  Stanley,  Perth,  writes,  under  date 
April  20,  1893  :  “  I  consider  the  Fishing  Gazette 
the  leading  authority  on  matters  piscatorial,  and 
also  the  best  medium  for  hotels  (with  fishing) 
which  advertise.” 


My  prophecy  concerning  an  early  May-fly 
season  is  being  fulfilled.  Reports  of  a  more  or 
less  considerable  rise  are  coming  in  from  various 
places,  one  of  the  earliest  being  from  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Thames,  where  a  considerable  rise 
was  seen  on  May  5.  I  only  hope  that  this  hot, 
bright  weather  will  not  continue,  for  we  shall 
have  a  great  glut  of  fly,  the  trout  will  disdain  our 
imitations,  and  the  sport  will  be  bad  excepting 
during  the  first  day  or  two. 

On  Thursday  a  very  interesting  discussion 
took  place  at  Reading  concerning  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  Thames,  ics  fisheries,  beauties,  towing 
paths,  &c.  The  situation  was  full  of  humour, 
for  the  majority  of  those  present  were  either 
riparian  owners  or  their  friends,  who,  while  most 
anxious  to  keep  the  river  to  themselves  as  much 
as  possible,  were  very  loth,  at  a  meeting  at  which 
reporters  were  present,  to  say  anything  which 
would  give  that  impression.  I  hope  to  give 
further  details  next  week. 


I  SOMETIMES  find  myself  wondering  whether  we 
should  not  be  better  without  fishery  boards.  Not 
long  since,  the  chairman  of  a  very  important 
board  publicly  stated  that  he  considered  the 
rights  of  riparian  owners  of  far  greater  impor¬ 
tance  than  the  preservation  of  salmon.  Without 
discussing  the  abstract  principles  involved  in  this 
statement,  the  remark  was  certainly  a  very 
curious  one  to  come  from  the  chairman  at  a  board 
meeting.  Only  a  few  days  ago,  another  board 
which  is  supposed  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
the  fisheries  of  the  River  Weir  had  brought 
before  it  a  very  serious  case  of  pollution  and  fish 
slaughter  by  refuse  from  gas  works.  There  was 
no  doubt  about  the  pollution  being  illegal,  and  it 
seems  to  have  been  admitted  that  if  a  prosecution 
had  been  instituted,  a  conviction  would  have  been 
obtained,  and  that  if  civil  proceedings  had  been 
taken,  the  gas  company  would  have  been  mulcted 
in  damages  for  the  fish  they  had  killed.  It  was 
not  the  first  offence.  Something  of  the  kind  had 
happened  before.  But — would  you  believe  it  ? — 
the  decision  arrived  at  was  to  ask  the  gas  com¬ 
pany  not  to  do  it  again,  with  a  mild  suggestion 
that  perhaps  they  might  be  disposed  to  put  some 
fish  into  the  river  in  the  place  of  those  that  had 
been  killed  by  them.  _ 

Does  it  not  seem  a  most  unreasonable  thing 
that,  while  the  bye-laws  exclude  anglers  from 
fishing  the  river  during  three  months  of  the 
year,  ducks  and  swans,  which  are  surely  of  less 
account  than  human  beings,  are  allowed  the 
privilege  of  fishing  for  eggs  and  small  fry  to  any 
extent ;  but,  confound  it  all !  they  are  also 
allowed  to  kill  undersized  fish  with  impunity. 
Seriously  now,  ought  not  all  swans  and  ducks  to 
be  provided  with  a  foot  rule  to  measure  the  fish 
before  they  swallow  them  .P  But  whether  this  is 
feasible  or  not,  one  thing  is  quite  certain,  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  conservators  from 
making  it  illegal  for  persons  to  turn  their  ducks 
and  swans  on  the  Thames  during  the  months  of 
April  and  May.  No  bye-law  that  they  could 
make  would  conduce  more  greatly  to  the  increase 
of  fish  in  the  Thames. 


This  injury  to  the  Thames  fisheries  by  swans 
and  ducks  is  being  very  strongly  taken  up  by  the 
fishery  associations  and  angling  clubs.  Strong 
representations  have  been  made  on  the  subject 
by  the  Maidenhead  Association,  the  Henley 
Association,  and  the  Oxford  Association,  the 
latter  body  having  passed  a  somewhat  quaintly 
worded,  but  not  the  less  forcible,  resolution  to 
the  effect  that  swans  and  ducks  should  not  be 
given  greater  privileges  on  the  river  than  anglers. 
Undoubtedly,  it  is  a  ridiculous  thing  that  birds 
should  be  allowed  to  slaughter  millions  upon 
millions  of  young  fish  and  eggs  of  fish  at  a  time 
when  anglers  are  kept  off  the  river.  There  was 
great  truth  in  the  remark  made  by  Mr.  Crumplen 
in  a  paper  read  before  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  some  years  ago,  that  what  he  terms 
“  scientific  preservation  of  fish  ”  was  far  more 
important  than  mere  police  duties.  In  one  after- 
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noon  three  dueks  cruising  down  the  banks  of  a 
river  and  eating  up  all  the  spawn  of  perch,  roach, 
&c.,  which  they  come  across  would  do  more  harm 
to  a  fishery  than  would  half  a  dozen  determined 
poachers  in  a  fortnight.  Speaking  not  without 
some  knowledge  of  fishery  preservation,  I  say 
most  unhesitatingly  that  a  bye-law  ordering  the 
owners  of  swans  and  ducks  to  keep  their  birds  off 
the  river  during  the  spawning  season  of  coarse 
fish  would  do  infinitely  more  good  than  the  bye¬ 
laws  relating  to  the  return  by  anglers  of  under¬ 
sized  fish.  Nothing  need  be  done  to  which  our 
good  friends  in  the  City  of  London  (who  own  a  few 
of  the  swans)  need  object ;  in  fact  I  am  quite  sure 
that  if  the  matter  was  laid  properly  before  them 
they  would  gladly  acquiesce  in  the  proposed  bye¬ 
law. 


It  may  be  remembered  that  when  the  Berkshire 
County  Council  discussed  the  proposed  fishery 
bye-laws  for  the  Thames,  Mr.  Yan  de  Weyer,  in 
face  of  the  fact  that  the  first  draft  of  the  bye¬ 
laws  would  have  allowed  smaller  mesh  nets  to  be 
used,  and  would  have  done  away  with  the  licence 
now  necessary  for  nets,  said  that  the  conservators 
never  had  any  intention  of  increasing  the 
privileges  of  fishery  owners,  that  the  whole 
matter  was  to  be  reconsidered,  that  Mr.  Russell, 
of  the  Maidenhead  Association,  and  his  friends 
would  be  given  full  particulars  of  any  change 
which  the  conservators  proposed  to  make,  so 
that  they  might  have  a  full  opportunity  of 
discussing  them.  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  bon.  sec,  of 
the  Henley  Association,  wrote  to  the  secretary  of 
the  conservators  to  inquire  if  they  acquiesced  in 
the  promises  made  by  Mr.  Van  de  Weyer,  and 
apparently  they  do  not,  for  the  reply  was  that  any 
alterations  in  the  bye-laws  would  be  made  known 
in  the  usual  manner — that  is  to  say  published  in 
the  London  Gazette,  which  nobody  sees,  and  twice 
in  the  advertisement  columns  of  the  Times,  where 
they  are  very  likely  to  be  overlooked.  It  simply 
comes  to  this — that  no  reliance  can  be  placed 
upon  any  statement,  or  upon  any  promise  made 
by  anybody  connected  with  the  Board  of  Con¬ 
servators.  But  I  think  better  times  are  coming. 

Templak. 


THE  ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY. 


We  think  some  of  our  readers  may  like  to 
assist  this  most  useful  society  in  helping  dis¬ 
tressed  anglers  and  their  widows  and  orphans  by 
becoming  life  miembers,  as  the  subscription  for 
life-membership  is  only  one  guinea.  Very  pitiful 
are  the  cases  which  often  come  before  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  greatest  care  is  exercised  in  the 
administration  of  the  fund. 

Among  the  life  members  already  enrolled  are  : 

Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  Angling  Editor  of  the  Field. 

Mr.  Alf.  Nijthall,  J.P.,  President  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Gouoh,  Secretary  of  the  Thames  Conser- 
servancy. 

Mr.  T.  Jennings,  Bostonian  Angling  Society. 

Mr;  Edward  Marston  (“  The  Amateur  Angler  ”). 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Marston. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Marston. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (“  John  Bickerdyke  ”). 

Mr.  J.  P.  CoNNELLAN,  Eagle  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Pine,  Ply-fishers’  Club. 

Mr.  H.  0.  Hinton,  Bermondsey  Brothers. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Wood,  Hoxton  Brothers.  &c. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  advertisement,  which  we 
are  happy  to  give  the  society,  in  our  columns 
that  it  now  subscribes  for  five  beds  in  the 
Friendly  Societies  Convalescent  Home,  Dover. 

We  can  answer  for  it  that  the  angler  who 
supports  this  society  will  do  a  real  good  to  some 
poor  brother  angler  in  distress. 


Hay  Fever. — Some  of  our  angling  friends 
almost  dread  the  time  of  grass-flowering  and 
haymaking,  on  account  of  hay  fever,  and  are 
unable  to  go  near  a  trout  stream.  We  know 
several  personal  friends  who  speak  highly  of  the 
Carbolic  Smoke  Ball  as  a  cure  for  colds  in  the 
head,  and  other  affections  of  the  nose  and  throat. 
At  any  rate,  we  can  advise  anyone  who  suffers 
from  hay  fever  to  call  and  see  the  testimonials 
received  by  the  proprietors,  at  their  offices,  27, 
i’rinces-street,  London,  W. ;  14,  Rue  de  la  Paix, 
Paris  ;  196,  Broadway,  New  York. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

“  S.,”  Colombo,  Ceylon. — We  advise  you  to 
write  for  information  about  fishing  at  Karlsbad 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Fischerei-verein  there. 
The  Tepd  is  a  trout  stream,  the  Eger  is  a  pike 
water  near  Karlsbad. 


CotresjJOitirHtCE 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

“  THE  WALTON  TERCENTENARY.” 

Dear  Sir, — In  common  with  many  disciples 
of  “  Old  Isaak,”  I  hail  with  delight  the  approach 
of  the  tercentenary  of  his  birth  on  Aug.  9  next. 
In  these  days  of  jubilee  and  centenary  celebra¬ 
tions,  it  may  not  be  possible  to  signalise  the 
event  as  it  might  have  been  signalised  forty  or 
fifty  years  ago,  with  a  man  like  Christopher 
North,  for  instance,  to  put  “  spirit  ”  into  the 
movement.  But,  surely,  the  forthcoming  “  occa¬ 
sion ’’will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  some 
recognition  worthy  of  Walton  and  his  followers. 
With  your  kind  permission,  therefore,  I  venture 
to  suggest  that  a  befitting  way  to  “  mark  ”  the 
interesting  event  would  be  to  hold  a  banquet,  or 
festival,  on  Aug.  9  next  at  Stafford,  Walton’s 
birthplace,  to  be  attended  by,  say,  four  or  five 
hundred  representatives  of  the  angling  clubs 
throughout  the  country,  with  several  of  the  best- 
known  sportsmen  of  the  day  specially  invited  to 
take  some  part  in  the  proceedings.  This,  it 
appears  to  me,  is  the  only  practical  scheme  there 
is  now  time  to  adopt,  and  I  trust  you  will  kindly 
open  your  columns  for  some  interchange  of  views 
on  the  subject.  But  it  is  obvious  thac  whatever 
is  done,  if  anything  at  all,  to  show  our  regard  for 
the  memory  of  one  who  was  a  real  benefactor  of 
his  fellowmen.  had  better  be  done  with  alacrity 
and  spirit.  As  a  rule,  many  anglers  cast  well 
up  stream.  ”  Time  and  the  event  ”  are  yet  within 
their  opportunity.  Is  this  opportunity  to  be 
allowed  to  pass  unregarded  ?  I  sincerely  hope 
not.  I  may  say  that  the  Mayor  and  Council  of 
Stafford  have  some  proposal  of  the  foregoing 
character  presently  under  their  consideration. 
But  should  it  be  found  unsuitable  to  hold  the 
festival  there,  the  metropolis  would  be  an  easy 
alternative.  The  date  would,  I  think,  be  generally 
convenient. — Yours  faithfully, 

Alexander  Cargill. 

0,  Ravelston-terrace,  Dean,  Edinburgh, 

May  6, 1893. 


WALTON  AND  COTTON’S  FISHING  HOUSE 
AT  THE  WORLD’S  FAIR. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Please  accept  my  thanks 
for  the  illustrations  sent  me  in  addition  to  the 
photo  of  Walton’s  statue.  The  Cotton  fishing 
house  will  be  erected  in  an  ideal  spot  in  a  little 
grove  at  the  edge  of  the  North  pond,  near  the  Art 
building.  The  illustrations  you  sent  will  be 
enlarged  and  suitably  framed  before  being  hung 
on  the  walls  of  the  fishing  lodge. 

Mr.  Senior,  who  brought  your  letter  of  intro¬ 
duction,  I  find  to  be  a  very  genial  and  com¬ 
panionable  gentleman ;  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to 
me  to  converse  with  him  and  compare  notes  on 
the  subject  of  our  mutual  hobby. 

Trusting  that  you  may  at  last  find  that  you 
can  come  over  and  have  a  look  at  our  “  big 
show,”  and  with  my  warmest  regards — I  am, 
yours  very  truly,  J.  A.  Henshall, 

In  charge  Angling  Pavilion, 
World’s  Pair,  Chicago. 


Re  THAMES  PRIVATE  FISHERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — As  Mr.  Plummer’s  reply  to  my 
letter  of  the  29th  ult.  appears  as  a  report  in  your 
last  issue,  allow  me  to  draw  attention  to  this, 
as  some  of  your  readers  may  not  be  interested  in 
these  river  reports.  I  thank  Mr.  Plummer  for 
sparing  me  the  infliction  of  further  correspon¬ 
dence,  your  readers  being  well  able  now  to  judge 
of  the  veracity  of  my  letters,  every  word  of 
which  I  am  quite  prepared  to  prove  at  any  time. 
— Yours  faithfully, 

BENJA.\nN  Robert  Bambridge. 

Eton,  May  5, 1893. 


THE  NORWEGIAN  AGENTS  AND 
ANGLERS. 

Sir, — In  common  with  many  others  who  have 
travelled  in  Norway,  I  have  been  forcibly 
impressed  with  the  scrupulous  honesty  of  its 
people.  Probably,  in  no  part  of  Europe  is  the 
foreigner  so  little  likely  to  be  imposed  upon  as  in 
that  beautiful  land.  I  am  sorry,  therefore,  to 
hear  of  any  instance  in  which  the  national 
character  for  good  faith  is  impugned. 

Such  a  case  is  that  of  Mr.  Thorvald  Beyer,  the 
bookseller  and  agent  of  Bergen,  who  has  recently 
been  represented  as  having  dealt  unfairly  with 
an  English  gentleman  to  whom  he  let  part  of  a 
salmon  river  last  autumn.  Now,  I  happen  to 
know  Mr.  Beyer  very  well,  and  am  aware  that  he 
holds  a  very  high  character  in  his  own  country 
as  an  energetic  and  upright  man  of  business.  I 
have  also  some  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the 
case  in  which  he  has  been  concerned,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  he  has  been  rather  hardly  dealt 
with  in  the  matter. 

The  accounts  hitherto  published  about  this 
affair  have  been  very  one-sided,  and  have 
suppressed  material  circumstances  connected 
with  it.  Mr.  Beyer  brought  an  action  to  recover 
the  rent  of  the  river,  and  lost  it  because  it  was 
shown  that  his  description  of  the  water  had  been 
not  quite  accurate  in  certain  particulars.  But 
we  are  not  told  that  it  was  a  good  river,  and  that 
the  gentleman  who  took  it  killed  considerably 
over  6001b.  of  salmon  during  the  month  of  his 
tenancy.  Nor  is  it  stated  that  this  essential  fact 
is  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  assessors 
who  are  to  settle  the  amount  properly  due  to 
Mr.  Beyer. 

Altogether  the  case  has  been  very  unfairly  put 
before  the  public,  and  has,  in  some  instances, 
been  accompanied  by  sweeping  and  disparaging 
remarks,  which  I  believe  to  be  wholly  uncalled 
for.  The  Norwegian  agents  I  know  to  be  as 
honest  and  straightforward  as  any  of  their 
brethren  elsewhere,  indeed  a  great  deal  more  so 
than  many,  and,  after  a  careful  consideration  of 
this  case,  I  fail  to  see  that  Mr.  Beyer’s  conduct 
has  been  unworthy  of  their  good  character.  At 
any  rate  he  gave  his  client  abundant  sport,  and 
what  more  could  the  most  ardent  fisherman 
require  P — I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

E.  J.  Goodman, 

Author  of  “The  Best  Tour  in  Norway.” 

London,  May  2,  1893. 


Mr.  Beyer’s  Explanation  op  the  C.yse. 

Julian  Corbett  v.  Thovald  Beyer. 

Sir, — From  the  note  in  your  paper  of  15th  ult., 
I  learn  that  you  have  received  my  letter  of  the  8th, 
and  I  thank  you  very  much  that  you  are  kind 
enough  to  allow  me  to  state  in  your  columns  my 
points  of  issue  of  above-named  and  now  so 
famous  case.  For  this  purpose  I  beg  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  repeat  here  the  five  points  which  I 
promised  you  to  demonstrate.  These  were  : 

1.  That  the  misrepresentation  was  not  wilfully 
done,  but  entirely  against  my  will  and  knowledge. 

2.  That  I  (the  “  well-known  Bergen  agent  ”)  am 
not  the  creator  of  the  so-called  “  Bergen  system,” 
or  generally  practising  it,  as  your  readers  may 
judge  me  to  be  from  Mr.  Corbett’s  letters  in 
English  sporting  papers. 

3.  That  I,  to  the  contrary,  have  the  reputation 
of  giving  exact  and  correct  information  about 
salmon  fishing  in  Norway. 

4.  That  the  verdict  in  my  case  contra  Mr. 
Corbett  is  so  far  from  being  a  victory  to  him, 
that  it  is  entirely  equal  to  what  I  o&red  him 
beforehand,  viz.,  arbitration. 

5.  That  the  price  of  the  fishing  (£60  for  a  period 
of  thirty-two  days)  was  so  reasonable  and  the  bag 
made  (6351b.)  so  good,  that  not  many  sportsmen 
would  have  acted  as  Mr.  Corbett  did. 

First,  re  Point  1. 

When  advertising  my  river  last  season  I 
thought  that  no  truer  description  could  be  given 
of  it  than  the  one  written  by  an  Englishman  in 
an  English  sporting  paper.  I  therefore  quoted 
the  account  of  the  Evanger  river  which  I  had 
found  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  8,  1889,  and 
which  reads  as  follows : — 

“Vossevangen  is  a  large  station,  prettily 
situated  on  a  large  lake,  whence  runs  a  first- 
rate  salmon  river,  the  Evanger.  The  Evanger 
itself  is  a  splendid  stream,  all  rocks  and  rapids 
and  short  pools.  The  fishing  is  very  difficult, 
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the  bed  of  the  river  being  full  of  huge  rocks, 
round  which  it  is  no  joke  steering  the  salmon, 
which  run  very  large.  After  a  course  of  some 
seven  miles  it  enters  another  lake*  quite  a  small 
one,  and  becomes  the  Bolstad  river.  This  has  a 
course  of  only  one  mile,  in  which,  however,  are 
some  large  and  splendid  pools,  before  it  enters  the 
Fjordal  Bolstadoren.  Both  portions  of  this  fine 
stream  are  now  rented  by  the  same  Englishman, 
who  enjoys  first-rate  sport  on  them.  The 
fish  run  exceptionally  large,  bigger,  I  fancy, 
than  upon  any  other  Norwegian  river,  and  there 
is  always  at  least  one  giant,  fifty  odd  pounds, 
killed  each  year  on  them.” 

According  to  this  description,  theEvanger  river 
runs  from  the  Vossevangs  lake  to  the  Evanger 
lake,  in  a  length  of  “  some  seven  miles.”  Believing 
this  statement  of  length  to  be  correct,  as  I  had 
never  measured  the  river  myself,  and  considering 
the  fact  that  the  Englishman  was  so  far  from 
having  the  “  greater  part  ”  of  the  above- described 
Evanger  river  (as  Mr.  Corbett  will  have  it)  that  he 
actually  only  retained  the  “  Ho  ”  and  the 
“  Skorve”  pools  thereof,  aside  of  some  unfishable 
rapids,  and  a  small  pool  only  fishable  after  a  spate, 
I  was  led  to  think  that  my  portion,  which  I  knew 
to  be  by  far  the  longer,  would  amount  to  about 
six  miles.  I  therefore  quoted  Mr.  Corbett  the 
length  of  nearly  six  English  miles  (not  over  six 
English  miles,  as  Mr.  Corbett  writes).  Further, 
I  confirmed  the  account  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
only  correcting  that  the  Englishman,  instead  of 
having  the  whole  of  this  (Evanger)  river,  had 
merely  two  pools  of  it  (not  “  a  pool  or  two,”  as 
Mr.  Corbett  writes). 

Same  account  of  the  river  says,  as  you  see, 
nothing  about  that  insignificant  lake  “  called  the 
Seimsvand,”  through  which  the  stream  passes  on 
its  way  to  the  Evanger  lake,  whereas  it  mentions 
the  latter,  which  is  more  than  twenty  times  as 
large  as  the  Seimsvand,  as  “quite  a  small  lake”; 
nor  does  that  account  say  anything  about  the  trap, 
and  I  myself  thought  of  none  of  these  things 
when  I  gave  an  affirmative  reply  to  Mr.  Corbett’s 
question,  if  my  water  was  “  good  fishable  water,  of 
which  I  had  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing.” 

It  was,  however,  quite  natural  that  I  did  not 
think  of  that  little  lake  and  that  single  trap,  as 
former  tenants  had  never  complained  of  them  if 
I  had  happened  not  to  mention  them  in  my  repre¬ 
sentation  of  my  water. 

After  Mr.  Corbett’s  acceptance  of  my  offer,  I 
asked  him,  in  a  very  polite  letter,  if  he  had  any¬ 
thing  against  paying  the  rent  beforehand,  as  I 
had  already  had  to  advance  the  rent  myself  to 
the  riparian  owners.  I  am  sure  Mr.  Corbett 
must  admit  himself  that  my  correspondence  with 
him  about  paying  the  rent  in  advance  was  no 
“  demand,”  but  a  very  polite  suggestion  on  my 
part,  and  with  the  result  of  that  correspondence, 
viz.,  the  advancement  of  the  half  rent,  I  was 
quite  content.  Altogether  I  looked  forward 
with  great  pleasure  to  making  the  acquain¬ 
tance  of  my  new  tenant,  not  anticipating 
for  a  moment  the  great  annoyance  which 
was  in  store  for  me.  Thus  the  negotiation  was 
at  an  end,  and  in  due  time  Mr.  Corbett  called 
in  my  office  on  his  way  to  the  river,  affirming 
our  agreement  to  pay  the  other  half  of  the  rent 
eight  days  after  his  arrival  at  Evanger.  You 
may  therefore  easily  imagine  my  astonishment 
when  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cobbett,  on  his 
arrival  at  my  river,  saying  that  the  fishing  was 
inconsistent  with  my  representation  of  it,  and 
that  he  would  either  leave  the  river,  and  be 
repaid  the  advanced  half  of  the  rent,  or  remain 
at  the  half  rent,  against  my  waiving  any  claim 
on  him  for  the  balance.  So  much  greater  was 
my  astonishment,  as  my  July  tenant,  whom  I 
had  given  the  very  same  account  of  the  river  as 
I  had  given  Mr.  Corbett,  had  shortly  left  me 
without  intimating  with  a  single  word  that  my 
representation  of  the  fishing  was  incorrect. 

Amongst  the  copies  of  letters  from  English 
sportsmen  which  I  have  sent  you,  you  will  find 
one  in  which  that  same  July  tenant  of  mine  even 
plainly  says  that  he  found  my  description  of  the 
Evanger  fishing  “  perfectly  fair,  and  not  in¬ 
tending  to  deceive.” 

From  this  account  of  my  negotiation  with  Mr. 
Corbett  T  think  it  will  be  clear  to  everybody  that 
any  so-called  “  misrepresentation  ”  was  neither 
wilfully  done  by  me  nor  regarded  as  discrepancy 


by  my  former  tenant.  I  shall  therefore  proceed 
to  demonstrate  Point  4  (re  the  verdict). 

On  receiving  above-mentioned  letter  from  Mr. 
Corbett  I  replied,  expressing  my  astonishment 
at  its  contents,  and  trying  to  persuade  him 
to  remain  in  hopes  of  good  sport  if  the  weather 
kept  favourably.  I  added  that  I  could  not 
accept  his  offer  to  take  half  rent  as  full  payment, 
and  that  I  should  have  been  glad  to  repay  him 
his  advanced  half  rent  and  look  for  another 
tenant  if  it  had  not  been  too  late  in  the  season  for 
that.  Thereupon  Mr.  Corbett  answered  that,  as  I 
had  not  accepted  his  proposals,  he  had  begun  to 
fish  under  protest.  Thus  Mr.  Corbett  started 
fishing,  en  joying  at  once  good  sport,  and  when  the 
week  had  passed  I  asked  him  if  he  would  pay  the 
remaining  half  of  the  rent  agreed  upon.  He  re¬ 
plied  that  he  would  pay  no  more  than  the  half 
rent  already  advanced,  leaving  me  altogether  to 
deal  with  his  lawyer.  I  then  tried  all  I  could  to 
settle  the  dispute  in  a  friendly  way,  making 
the  folowing  offers : 

1.  An  extra  week  on  the  river  gratis. 

2.  Arbitration  of  the  points  of  dispute. 

3.  Both  reduction  of  the  rent  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  miles  the  river  after  being 
measured  might  be  found  to  be  too  short,  and  arbi¬ 
tration  of  the  other  points  viz.,  my  omission  of 
mentioning  that  little  Seimslake  and  the  trap. 

Finally,  Mr.  Corbett  declared  himself  willing 
to  accept  the  last  offer,  on  the  condition  that  the 
arbitrators  should  have  no  right  to  take  into 
consideration  the  bag  he  (Mr.  Corbett)  had  made. 
As  the  object  of  arbitration  and  the  mission  of 
the  arbitrators  naturally  only  could  be  to  get 
fixed  the  damage  or  loss  Mr.  Corbett  could  be 
presumed  to  have  suffered  from  the  existence  of 
the  lake  and  the  trap,  I  think  anybody  will 
admit  that  there  would  be  no  use  in  a  settlement 
by  arbitration  on  such  conditions.  I  then  knew 
no  more  proposals  to  make,  and  as  I  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  fishing  which  I  had  given  him 
was  worth  much  more  than  half  the  rent  agreed 
upon,  I  had  no  alternative  but  letting  the  judge 
settle  between  us. 

Thus  the  lawsuit  began,  and  the  verdict  has 
at  last  been  passed.  And  what  does  it  say  ?  It 
really  chiefly  says  that  the  loss  Mr.  Corbett  can 
be  supposed  to  have  suffered  can  merely  be  a 
financial  one,  and  that  a  “skjon,”  i.e.,  a  taxing 
committee  (not  the  taxing  officer  of  the  court,  as 
Mr.  Corbett  writes)  shall  fix  the  value  thereof  ! 

Such  taxing  committee  consists  of  four  men, 
of  which  two  are  elected  by  each  party.  Between 
themselves  they  elect  an  umpire  to  decide  in  case 
of  mutual  dissension.  May  I  then  ask,  what  is 
the  difference  between  such  a  taxing  committee 
and  a  committee  of  arbitrators  Certainly  the 
difference  is  none,  and  as  arbitration  was  the 
offer  I  made  Mr.  Corbett  before  the  lawsuit 
began,  I  venture  to  claim  that  the  verdict  is  just 
as  much  in  my  favour  as  in  that  of  Mr.  Corbc^^t. 
It  is  even  much  more  in  my  favour,  for  the 
following  reasons  : — 

Firstly,  because  the  taxing  committee  must 
take  into  consideration  the  good  bag  Mr.  Corbett 
made,  and  such  consideration  was  just  what  Mr. 
Corbett  would  forbid  the  arbitrators,  if  he  were  to 
accept  my  offer  of  arbitration. 

Secondly,  because  the  committee  must  also 
consider  the  finding  of  those  men,  who,  during 
the  proceedings  of  the  lawsuit,  were  called  upon 
to  decide  whether  the  Seimslake  was  a  part  of 
the  river  or  a  lake.  Their  decision  was  that  it 
was  a  lake  in  the  geographical  sense  of  the  word, 
but  not  of  such  a  character  that  it  formed  any 
interruption  in  the  sport  (in  other  words,  there 
might  as  well  have  been  some  long  and  unfish¬ 
able  rapids  as  that  little  and  partly  fishable  lake, 
which,  furthermore,  had  the  advantage  of  forming 
two  of  the  best  pools  at  its  in-and  outlets. 

Thirdly,  because  same  committee  cannot  help 
considering  that  fact,  which  also  was  confirmed 
during  the  proceedings  of  the  lawsuit,  viz.,  that 
the  owner  of  the  trap  had  some  years  ago  got  a 
large  sum  from  the  State  as  compensation  for 
the  injury  done  to  his  catching  apparatus  by  the 
building  of  the  railway.  The  trap  cannot  be 
considered  “  productive  ”  but  must  rather  be 
called  harmless.  Surely  if  Mr  Corbett  had 
accepted  any  offer  of  ordinary  arbitration  the 
decision  of  the  arbitrators  would  have  been  much 
more  in  his  favour  than  can  possibly  be  the 
finding  of  the  taxing  committee,  which  will  now 
be  obliged  to  take  all  above-named  considerations. 


It  is  even  not  at  all  quite  impossible  that  the 
committee,  when  duly  considering  all  above- 
mentioned  points,  and  comparing  Mr.  Corbett’s 
bag  and  the  rent  asked  with  bags  and  prices  of 
salmon  fishing  in  Norway  generally,  will  find  that 
Mr.  Corbett  has  suffered  no  loss  at  all. 

Mr.  Corbett  should  therefore  not  yet  say  in  his 
statement  of  this  case  that  according  to  the 
verdict  he  has  been  “  held  entitled  to  a  reduction 
of  the  balance  claimed,”  and  I  think,  therefore, 
that  I  do  not  say  too  much  in  Point  No.  4,  when 
claiming  that  the  verdict  is  so  far  from  being 
a  victory  to  Mr.  Corbett,  that  it  is  entirely  equal 
to  what  I  offered  him  beforehand,  viz.,  arbitra¬ 
tion. 

Re  the  5th  Point. 

It  will  suffice  to  say  that  if  the  price  of  salmon 
fishing  ever  corresponded  to  the  bag  in  the  same 
proportion  as  it  does  in  this  case,  there  should 
be  little  reason  of  complaint  either  in  Norway 
or  elsewhere.  Mr.  Corbett  was  to  pay  £60  for  a 
period  of  thirty-two  days  (i.e.,  from  Aug.  1  till 
Sept.  8,  Sundays  excepted)  and  the  bag  made 
was  6351b.,  viz. 

30  salmon  weighing  5031b. 


23  grilse  „  961b. 

10  sea-trout  „  361b. 

Total .  6351b. 


This  bag  makes  the  price  of  the  fish  caught, 
at  a  rent  of  £60  even,  less  than  2s.  a  pound,  and 
Mr.  H.  T.  B.  calls,  in  an  article  in  the  Field  of 
Nov.  29,  1890,  that  Norway-going  salmon  fisher 
a  lucky  man  whose  fishing  costs  him  only  2s. 
a  pound  in  rental.  Surely,  therefore,  not  many 
sportsmen  would  have  acted  as  Mr.  Corbett  did 
in  this  case,  leaving  the  river  having  paid  only 
half  of  a  reasonable  rent,  and  then  forcing  the 
lessor  to  be  at  law  with  him  for  the  balance. 

Only  a  few  words  need  be  said  about  Points  2 
and  3,  and  these  are,  that  I  heard  complaints  of 
“Norwegian  agents  ”  long  before  I  had  any  fishing 
of  my  own  to  let.  Already  by  the  time  when  the 
well-known  Etne  and  Aaro  rivers,  then  belonging 
to  a  friend  of  mine,  were  the  only  streams  on 
which  I  could  occasionally  and  satisfactorily  pro¬ 
cure  seme  sport  for  Englishmen,  did  I  hear  com¬ 
plaints  from  sportsmen  re  river  affairs  in  Norway. 
Thus  I  was  not  the  creator  of  the  Bergen  system , 
and  that  I  do  not  practice  it  is,  I  hope,  sufficiently 
proved  by  the  good  letters  of  recommendation 
which  many  English  sportsmen  have  given  me, 
and  of  which  I  have  sent  you  some  verified  copies. 

I  was  sorry  and  much  annoyed  even  at  the  mere 
thought  of  beginning  a  lawsuit  against  a  sports¬ 
man  of  the  English  nation,  to  which  I,  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  man  in  the  tourist  line,  am  so  much  in¬ 
debted,  but  I  hope  here  to  have  made  it  clear  to 
everybody,  that  as  none  of  my  offers  was  accepted, 
I  had  no  choice.  I  can  safely  say  that  I  have 
ever  done  my  best  to  assist  British  sportsmen 
and  tourists  coming  to  Norway,  and  being  one  of 
the  “agents  ”  now  made  so  suspicious  in  English 
sporting  papers,  I  am  glad  to  have  had  this 
opportunity  of  defending  myself.  The  sporting 
agency  is  no  easy  “  line  of  business  misunder¬ 
standing  and  unpleasantness  may  often  arise, 
much  against  the  agent’s  will,  and,  though  he  be 
ever  so  careful  in  his  statements,  but  I  trust  that 
if  I  am  doing  my  best  and  acting  in  bond  fide,  as  I 
have  ever  done,  I  shall,  in  the  event  of  future 
disputes,  only  meet  with  tenants  willing  to  settle 
in  a  friendly  way. 

I  remain,  dear  sir  (asking  you  kindly  to  excuse 
the  length  of  this  letter). 

Yours  very  truly, 

Tiioeyald  Beyee, 

Owner  of  the  firm  T.  Beyer,  Strandgaden. 

Bergen,  Norway. 


For  the  following  we  are  indebted  to  the  Field : 

SlE, — The  full  text  of  the  judgment  in  this  case 
is  before  me,  and  I  find  that,  incorrect  as  were 
the  statements  made  regarding  Mr.  Beyer’s 
water,  they  were  reasonable  compared  with  those 
he  made  about  mine.  The  judgment  recites  that 
in  a  letter  of  June  24  last  to  Mr.  Corbett,  describ¬ 
ing  the  river,  Beyer  wrote :  “  It  proceeds  from 
the  Vangs  Lake,  and  falls  into  the  Bolstad  Fjord, 
and  is  altogether  over  seven  English  miles  long. 
Of  this  river  I  possess  six  miles.”  He  does  not 
expressly  say  there  is  only  one  mile  left  for  me, 
but  that  is  an  obvious  inference.  Though  willing 
to  bet  I  have  nearer  five,  I  shall,  in  order  only  to 
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state  what  is  incontrovertible,  say  I  hold  more 
than  three  miles.  With  the  same  letter  was 
enclosed  a  published  description  of  the  river, 
concluding  with,  “  Both  portions  of  this  fine 
stream  are  now  rented  by  the  same  Englishman, 
who  enjoys  first-rate  sport  on  them.”  Of  this 
description  Beyer  remarked,  "  The  particulars 
give  a  correct  idea  of  the  river,  except  as  to  the 
length  of  the  portion  belonging  to  the  English¬ 
man,  as  this  gentleman  has  only  two  pools  in  the 
Evanger,  and  the  very  lowest  portion,  namely,  the 
Bolstad  River,  ■which  is  only  one  kilometre  long ; 
the  remainder,  about  six  miles,  belongs  to  me.”  To 
finish  with  the  Bolstad,which  I  have  just  measured 
on  six  different  maps,  I  make  it  over  three  kilo¬ 
metres  long.  For  horses  the  legal  charge  was 
for  five  kilometres  in  the  posting  days.  Now  I 
come  to  the  statement  that  I  have  only  two  pools 
in  the  Evanger,  as  he  names  the  river  between 
the  two  lakes,  to  which  this  is  my  reply.  I  hold 
on  long  leases,  the  whole  of  the  Evanger  fishing 
water  proper.  I  own  the  whole  of  the  water  con¬ 
tiguous  thereto  on  the  three  farms  above,  which 
consists  of  five  named  pools  and  some  useless 
water.  Also,  I  hold  on  long  leases,  the  most 
productive  detached  pools  above.  No  doubt 
what  I  have  written  appears  incredible,  that  a 
man  should,  as  it  were,  go  out  of  his  way  to 
make  statements  that  his  tenant  must  discover 
to  be  incorrect  before  he  reaches  the  hired  water, 
if,  as  is  likely,  he  comes  from  Bergen.  The  ex¬ 
planation  is,  however,  not  difficult.  My  water  at 
Bolstad,  and  that  fished  from  Evanger,  have 
long  been  kno-wn  as  fairly  good,  say  second  or 
third  class.  For  instance,  last  summer  the  bag 
thereon  of  salmon  alone  of  111b.  to  471b.,  made 
by  two  rods  early,  and  only  one  later,  was  con¬ 
siderably  heavier  than  that  made  of  everything, 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout,  by  all  Mr.  Beyer’s 
tenants  for  the  four  years  he  has  had  the  water, 
counting  everybody — Mr.  Corbett  with  his  excep¬ 
tional  bag,  testimonialists  fishing  with  four  rods 
at  once,  possibly  record  hunting,  and  others  in¬ 
clined  to  give  something  far  removed  from  testi¬ 
monials.  There  was  thus  advantage  to  be  gained 
in  bringing  my  water  into  his  description.  Bol¬ 
stad  being  ten  and  a  half  kilometres  below 
Evanger,  and  Beyer’s  lowest  water  perhaps 
two  kilometres  above  the  latter,  it  was 
not  easy,  save  in  an  advertisement  like 
that  in  the  Field  of  June  18  last,  to  make 
much  capital  out  of  that  section  ;  but  it  was  quite 
practicable  to  make  some  out  of  my  Evanger  and 
upper  water,  by  calling  his  “  six  miles  of  the 
Evanger  river,”  which  he  could  well  do,  just  as  I 
here  may  describe  the  Thames  as  the  London 
river.  So  arose  the  necessity  of  explaining  me 
away,  and  hence  the  need  for  my  begging  your 
help  in  my  protest  against  being  so  disposed  of. 

I  had  the  intention  to  write  something  on  what 
strikes  me  as  the  very  worst  feature  in  all  this 
affair — the  testimonials — which  appear  still  to  be 
sown  broadcast,  if  I  may  judge  from  three  copies 
of  the  one  dated  Evanger  at  the  head,  and 
Admiralty,  London,  at  the  tail,  having  reached 
me  in  one  month.  Testimonials  from  fishermen 
who  paid,  we  are  told,  £200,  and  whose  united 
bags,  as  we  are  not  told,  scarcely  came  to  3001b. 
— grilse,  sea-trout,  and  all  counted.  But  I  must 
not  seek  to  trespass  further  on  your  space.  I 
notice  I  have  never  named  the  river.  It  is  the 
A''osse,  which  may  become  celebrated  as  that  on 
which  men  who  have  some  sport  accuse  the  lessor 
of  misrepresentation  ;  and  those  who  have  none, 
cannot  rest  till  they  have  given  a  testimonial. 
One  feeling,  however,  all  appear  to  share,  that 
they  have  had  enough  of  it,  and  have  no  wish  to 
return.  These  peculiarities  do  not  seem  to 
extend  to  all  the  water ;  my  tenant  has  fished  for 
eight  consecutive  years,  has  asked  for  the  offer 
for  the  same  time — August,  September  in  1894 — 
has  never  complained,  and  I  remain  without  a 
single  testimonial.  Edward  Sturdy. 

Cuyuui,  Teddington,  April  24. 

FISHING  IN  CO.  TYRONE. 

Sir, — Would  any  of  your  correspondents  give 
me  some  information  about  the  fishing  on  Burn 
Dennett,  near  Strabane,  Co.  Tyrone.  What  are 
the  best  flies  to  use,  and  the  best  time ;  also, 
when  do  the  salmon  run  up  the  Dennett  ? — I  am, 
&c.,  M.  B. 

Gortmonly  House,  St.  Paul’s-square, 
Burton-on-Trent. 

April  30th,  1893. 


AN  EARLY"  MAY'-FLY". 

SiK, — The  May-fly  seems  showing  earlier  than 
I  can  recollect.  The  enclosed  Green  Drake  came 
fluttering  down  on  me  last  evening.  It  may  not 
even  have  been  the  earliest,  for  I  had  just  got  down 
here,  and  went  out  for  ten  minutes  before  dinner 
to  look  at  the  river.  Trout  were  rising  continu¬ 
ously  at  midges  at  seven  o’clock,  just  as  on  a 
summer  evening. — Y^ours,  &c.,  Tricon. 

Wareham,  May  5,  1893. 

[Odd  specimens  of  the  May-fly  are  met  with  at 
long  periods  before  and  after  the  great  rise.  We 
find  that  Mr.  T.  P.  Pechey,  of  the  Flyfishers  Club, 
caught  and  sent  to  us  a  May-fly  on  the  New  River 
on  May  1,  1890.  Another  (a  large  specimen)  was 
sent  to  us  from  the  Costa,  Yorkshire,  on  Nov.  21, 
1887.— Ed.]  _ 

MAY-FLY"  ON  THE  TEST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  a  specimen  of  the  May¬ 
fly  caught  on  the  Test  at  Romsey,  just  above 
Middlebridge ;  time  7  p.m.  There  was  a  good 
hatch  after  4  p.m.  on  Thursday.  Fish  are  not 
taking  them  yet.  Trout  are  taking  the  Alder. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Clayton  R.  Leslie. 

The  Willows,  Romsey,  Hants,  May  11,  1893. 


FLY-FISHERS’  ENTOMOLOGY. 

Dear  Sir, — If  “  C.  E.  R.,”  a  correspondent  in 
your  last  issue,  will  send  us  his  address,  he  will 
enable  us  to  gratify  his  wishes,  for  the  next 
edition  of  the  “  Scientific  Angler,”  to  appear  in  the 
spring  of  next  year,  will  contain  coloured  plates 
of  the  natural  aquatics  on  a  plan  similar  to  that 
he  suggests. — Yours  faithfully, 

D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 


SALMON  FRY"  MAY"  NOT  BE  KILLED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  there  is  a  statement  that  is  made  con¬ 
cerning  a  fishery  board  in  the  North  which  allows 
smolt  to  be  taken.  I  think,  probably,  ”  W.  J.  T.” 
is  under  a  mistake  ;  he,  perhaps,  means  more.  The 
board  for  the  Lune  Conservators  issue  trout 
licences  at  2s.  fid. ;  the  salmon  licences  are  20s., 
they  cover  both  salmon  and  mort,  sprods,  and 
yellow  fins,  but  the  smolts  are  strictly  prohibited. 
— Yours  faithfully,  H.  W. 

40,  Ulleswater-road,  Lancaster,  May  9, 1893. 

THE  MILITARY  CANAL,  HYTHE. 

Dear  Mb.  Editor, — Could  any  kind  friend 
give  me  some  information  about  the  fishing  near 
Folkestone  .P  I  hear  that  the  Military  Canal  is  a 
famous  place — is  this  so  ? — for  coarse  fishing  in 
June  and  July. —  Yours,  A  Subscriber. 

Shardeloes,  Hampton  Wick,  May  8. 

[There  is  fair  tench  and  roach  fishing,  with 
some  jack  and  perch,  in  the  canal.  It  would  be 
very  good  if  well  stocked  and  looked  after. — Ed.] 


A  SALMON  ANGLER’S  QUERY. 

Sir, — Will  you,  or  some  of  your  correspondents, 
kindly  inform  me  what  is  the  best  method  for 
dealing  with  salmon  when  caught,  so  as  to 
ensure  keeping  the  flesh  firm  On  two  rivers, 
close  to  each  other,  in  the  North  of  Scotland 
different  practices  prevail  among  the  gillies. 

Is  it  advantageous  (1)  to  ‘‘  bleed,”  i.e.,  let  the 
blood  flow  from  a  cut  in  the  gills,  holding  the  fish 
head  downwards  ?  (2)  After,  or  without  such 

bleeding,  to  place  the  fish  in  running  or  other 
water,  and  for  how  long  ?  (3)  What  is  the  best 

method  of  “  crimping  ” — is  this  method  most 
advantageous  for  keeping  the  flesh  firm  P  If 
“  crimped,”  should  the  fish  be  placed  in  water,  and 
for  how  long  ? 

The  conflicting  views  of  experts,  and  the  absence 
of  all  advice  on  this  subject  in  most  of  the  leading 
works  on  fishing,  is  the  excuse  for  this  query. — 
Yours  very  truly,  _  Wantabadgery. 

LLYN  DYWEINY"DD. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  “  Red 
Spinner  ”  as  to  how  he  can  obtain  permission  to 
fish  Llyn  Dyweinydd,  he  must  do  as  I  am  doing 
now,  and  stay  at  Cobden’s  Hotel  (late  the  Tan-y- 
Bwlch)  at  Capel  Curig.  The  lake  is  at  present 
rented  by  Mr.  Cobden,  the  proprietor  of  the 
hotel,  from  Lord  Ancaster.  ‘  Red  Spinner  ”  is 
quite  right  in  saying  it  is  the  best  lake  in  the 
Capel  Curig  district,  as  I  know  by  experience. — 
Yours,  <l'c..  Black  Gnat. 

Cobden’s  Hotel,  Capel  Curig,  N  Wales. 


THE  PROY"INCIAL  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

Sib, — In  bringing  the  correspondence  under 
the  heading  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa¬ 
tion  to  a  close,  which  ha«  appeared  for  some  fl’eeks 
past  in  your  valuable  paper,  allow  me  to  inform 
your  correspondent  who  has  signed  himself 
your  “  Lancashire  Correspondent,”  that  if  he 
will  forward  to  me  his  name  and  address, 
together  with  any  particulars  he  may  require, 
I  will  lay  the  matter  before  the  next  committee 
meeting  of  the  P.  A.  A.,  and  report  to  him 
accordingly. — Yours  truly,  Cii.arles  White. 

-12,  Tenby-street  North,  Birmingham. 


HAMPSTEAD  PONDS  AND  THE  FENCE 
MONTHS. 

Mr.  W.  Balck  has  forwarded  us  the  following 
letter : 

London  County  Council, 

Parks  Sub  Department,  . 

Parks  and  Open  Spaces  Office, 

Spring  Gardens,  S.W. 

May  4,  1893. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  on  the 
subject  of  a  close  time  for  fish  at  the  Hampstead 
Ponds,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Parks 
Committee  have  decided  to  enforce  the  close 
time,  and  the  necessary  instructions  have  been 
given  to  the  keepers. — I  am,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  W.  J.  Sexby, 

Chief  Officer, 

W.  Balck,  Es(j ,  London  County  Council. 

8,  Celia-road,  Tufnell  Park,  N. 


GOOD  SEA-FISHING  IN  JUNE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you,  Mr.  Editor,  or  some  of 
your  numerous  readers,  kindly  inform  an  old 
Fly-fisherman  and  constant  subscriber,  now 
disabled  somewhat,  where  he  can  find  next 
month  some  really  good  sea-fishing  (boat  and 
shore)  with  bracing  climate  and  free  from  the 
fashionable  crowd  ?  Any  hint  will  be  most  grate¬ 
fully  received  by — Yours  faithfully, 

“  Tired  Out.” 


FISHING  NEAR  TIVERTON. 

Sir, — I  have  to  tarry  near  Tiverton  in  June. 
Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  about  the 
angling  waters  thereabouts  ?  Is  it  necessary  to 
wade?  Are  fly,  worm,  and  minnow  allowed  for 
trout?  What  baits  are  best  for  coarse  fishing? 
Any  other  particulars  will  oblige.  Angler. 

[We  advise  “  Angler  ”  to  write  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Tiverton  Angling  Association.  Only  a 
limited  number  of  tickets  are  issued  to  non¬ 
members.  Wading  is  necessary.  If  “  Angler  ” 
fails  in  getting  fishing  at  Tiverton  he  should  go 
to  Dulverton.  The  Carnarvon  Arms  reserves  a 
stretch  of  water  for  visitors,  and  day  and  season 
tickets  for  the  Association  water  can  be  had  of 
the  secretary. — Ed.]  _ 

FRESH-WATER  FISHING  IN  THE 
CHANNEL  ISLANDS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  if  there  is  any  good  trout  fishing  or 
bottom  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  Channel  Islands, 
near  Jersey  or  Guernsey,  or  elsewhere,  and  if 
free  ? — Yours  faithfully,  “  Esto  Quod  Es.” 

Bridge  House,  Barnstaple. 

[The  Angler’s  Diarg  says  there  is  no  fresh-water 
fishing  except  in  a  few  ponds  for  carp,  tench, 
and  eels  in  Jersey. — Ed.] 


THE  BEST  THAMES  TROUT  SO  FAR 
THIS  SEASON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  say  that  I  caught  a  nice 
trout  at  Hampton,  April  29,  weighing  111b.  2oz., 
fishing  alone  in  private  boat. 

Edwin  Dangerfield, 

Old  subscriber  to  your  valuable  paper. 
84,  Union-road,  Clapham,  S.W. 


GOOD  HORSEHAIR. 

Dear  Sib, — I  send  samples  of  single  hair  for 
your  inspection,  if  you  will  kindly  notice  same. 
I  have  a  good  stock  of  it  for  sale.  Mr.  Walbran 
says  it  is  the  best  he  has  seen  for  a  long  time. 
You  are  aware  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  hair 
that  is  perfection. — Y"ours,  &c.,  J.  Pickersgill. 
12,  Bingley-street,  Leeds. 

[Some  of  our  readers  may  like  to  know  of 
this. — Ed.] 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


SATURDAY,  MAY  13,  1893. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


Thk  annual  dinner  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road,  on  Thursday,  June  8. 

*  #  * 

A  TROUT  of  between  81b.  and  91b.  was,  I  hear,  taken 
in  the  Lea,  at  St.  Margaret’s,  a  day  or  two  ago. 

*  # 

# 

With  reference  to  the  Anglers’  Association’s  recent 
netting  at  the  East  London  Waterworks,  I  received  the 
following  note,  which  will  be  read  with  interest,  from 
Mr.  Ghnrney,  too  late  for  insertion  last  week; — “The 
fish  arrived  at  Rye  House  as  lively  as  when  they  were 
placed  in  the  barge.  The  jack  were  put  into  the  river  at 
October  Hole,  and  the  bream  at  Black  Pool,  not  a  bit 
worse  for  their  journey.’’ 

The  general  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society  was  held  at  the 
club  house,  the  Duke’s  Head,  on  Tuesday  evening. 
Mr.  Wm.  Kirby,  the  hon.  secretary,  had  sent  me,  as  a 
memher,  a  circular  asking  me  to  attend,  and  I  am  very 
sorry  I  was  unable  to  be  present.  I  am  particularly 
fond  of  Yarmouth  and  its  anglers  ;  but  I  have  only  one 
fault  to  find  with  good  old  Bloaterville — it  is  120  miles 
too  far  away.  #  # 

Me.  Haret  Seymour  Foster,  M.P.,  who  presided 
at  the  Gresham  Angling  Society’s  dinner  the  other 
evening,  has,  I  am  pleased  to  announce,  been  appointed 
a  J.P.  for  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

*** 

The  Rodney  Piscatorials  have,  I  understand,  taken 
up  their  quarters  at  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
Bagshot-street,  Walworth,  where  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp,  vice- 
chairman  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  is  host. 
The  split  in  the  ranks  of  the  Rodneyites  has  resulted  in 
a  new  society  being  started,  called  the  Pixie  Brothers. 
*** 

A  NICE  dish  of  brook  trout,  twenty-three  in  number, 
has  recently  been  caught  by  Mr.  Tom  Keeble,  of  the 
City  Piscatorials.  ^  # 

I  ALSO  hear  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  have  been  after  these  pretty  little  fish.  The 
scene  of  operations  was  a  tributary  of  the  Mole,  but 
they  only  bagged  a  brace  of  fish. 

The  Colne  is  like  a  spring  in  colour,  and  the  other 
day  I  saw  some  grand  roach,  dace,  and  chub  (thousands 
of  them)  at - .  You  will  find  me  there  on  the  16th  I 

The  bream  in  the  Ivel  (Bedfordshire)  are  the  finest 
for  size  and  condition  that  are  to  be  found  within  100 
miles  of  London. 

* 

What  I  think ; — ■ 

That  J.  Osborne  won  the  silver  cup  fairly  ; 

That  if  we  don’t  get  some  rain  soon  we  shall  start 
badly  on  the  16th ; 

That  the  Anglers’  Association  ought  to  have  a  net  of 
their  own ; 

That  it  is  a  feather  in  Mr.  Wade’s  cap  for  having 
secured  two  miles  of  the  Arun,  at  Amberley,  for  the 
C.  A.  men.  ^  ^ 

The  River  Brent  seems  to  be  in  a  terrible  condition. 
The  Standard  has  opened  its  columns  to  a  discussion  on 
the  subject.  These  are  some  of  the  correspondents’ 
descriptions  of  the  state  of  the  river  : — “  Filthy  state,’’ 
“  Nothing  more  than  an  open  sewer  of  the  worst 
description,”  “The  pestilential  odours  that  arise  from 
this  river,”  “The  stench  from  the  black  sewerage 
where  the  river  ought  to  be  was  truly  awful,”  <fec. 
With  rumours  of  cholera  in  the  air  this  is  a  nice  state 
of  affairs,  and  what  I  should  like  to  know  is,  how  this 
pretty  little  river  has  been  allowed  to  become  so 
shamefully  polluted.  Anglers  can  remember  the  days 
when  they  took  many  a  basket  of  fish  from  its  waters, 
but  it  is  evidently  another  case  of  the  Ravensbourne. 
Surely  it  devolves  on  the  local  boards  to  at  once 
attempt  to  remedy  this  disgraceful  and  dangerous  state 
of  affairs  which  I  have  read  of  in  our  contemporary,  the 
Standard.  ^ 

“  Long  Casts  and  Sure  Rises”  is  the  title  of  a  book 
which  has  just  emanated  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  E.  S. 
Shrubsole ;  and,  although  I  have  not  yet  seen  a  copy  of 
it,  I  think  that,  judging  from  the  writer’s  experiences  of 
anglers  and  angling,  it  is  likely  to  be  a  very  interesting 
publication  indeed.  Messrs.  Eden,  Remington,  and  Co. 
are  bringing  out  the  book,  which,  I  trust  will  be  read  by 
all  club  anglers.  The  price  of  it  will  be  Is. 

* 

All  my  readers,  I  think,  have  heard  of  the  Imperial 
silver  cup  competition  which  was  fished  off  in  the  Thames 
and  Lea.  Last  Monday  evening  was  selected  as  the  night 
for  distributing  the  prizes  in  connection  with  the  same. 
The  committee  had  adjudged  Mr.  J.  Osborne  the  winner 
of  the  silver  cup,  and  they  had  awarded  Mr.  J.  W.  Biggs, 
as  second  man,  a  roach-pole.  The  committee  invited 
Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen  to  present  the  prizes,  but 
an  unrehearsed  incident  happened  in  the  course  of 
the  evening.  Two  club  anglers  created  quite  a  scene 
by  protesting  against  the  cup  being  presented  to  Osborne. 
It  was  alleged  that  he  had  fished  for  it  on  a  Saturday. 
At  one  time  the  proceedings  were  turned  into  a  perfect 
babel,  and  in  vain  did  Mr.  Crumplen  appeal  for  order. 
Mr.  De  Jonge  had,  it  appeared,  lodged  his  protest  in 
writing  with  the  committee,  but  they  had  left  it 


unanswered,  which,  of  course,  was  very  unsatisfactory 
and  very  unbusinesslike.  However,  from  what  trans¬ 
pired  at  the  meeting  at  the  Coffee  Pet,  the  committee 
h^  evidently  ignored  the  protest  ;  and  I  think  a  prize 
distribution  gathering  was  hardly  the  place  to  introduce 
an  acrimonious  discussion  such  as  I  was  a  listener  to  on 
Monday  night.  In  the  result,  the  prizes  as  originally 
awardsd  were  presented  by  Mr.  Crumplen,  who  cer¬ 
tainly  deserved  the  hearty  vote  of  thanks  which  was 
passed  him  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair. 

*«* 

“  Vexations  come  in  many  forms. 

True  anglers  never  heed  them. 

Through  life’s  rough  swim  and  many  storms 
Philosophy  will  lead  them.” 

A  CORRESPONDENT  sends  me  the  following  cutting 
from  the  East  Amjlian  Daibj  Times  of  Tuesday:  “On 
Monday,  a  man  named  Edward  Hayward,  while  fishing 
for  eels  and  flounders  in  the  River  Blackwater,  between 
Fnllbridge  and  the  railway  viaduct,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  capture  a  fine  salmon,  weighing  151b.  Hay¬ 
ward  took  his  prize  to  Mr.  Jno.  Wood,  of  the  Ship 
Hotel,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Maldon  Angling  Club, 
who  became  the  owner  of  the  fish  for  a  monetary  con¬ 
sideration.  Hayward  was  equally  lucky  some  time 
back  in  securing  a  salmon  at  about  the  same  spot.” 

*** 

The  Central  Association  still  have  the  right  to  fish 
what  is  known  as  the  “  first  meadow  ”  at  Pulborough, 
and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  the  secretary,  is  arranging  to  rent 
a  continuation  of  the  water  there.  I  hope  he  will  be 
succeaful.  ^  ^ 

Bt-the-way,  the  secretary  of  the  C.  A.  is  very  jubi¬ 
lant  about  the  new  water  at  Amberley.  It  lies  in  the 
direction  of  Arundel,  and  possesses  some  capital  roach 
swims.  “You  should  see  the  eddies  there,”  remarked 
Mr.  Wade  to  me  the  other  day  ;  “  I’ll  guarantee  it  is  the 
finest  bit  of  fishing  in  the  river.  There  are  plenty  of 
roach  and  bream  in  the  water.  I  saw  a  large  shoal  of 
bream  when  I  went  down  with  the  committee  to  arrange 
for  the  renting  of  it.  We  shall  have  a  competition  there 
when  the  season  opens.”  ^ 

It  is  quite  interesting  to  watch  the  dace  revell’ng  in 
the  fresh  water  from  little  brooks  as  it  runs  into  the 
dirty  Thames.  The  fish  head  up  right  into  the  sharpest 
part  of  the  stream,  and  as  they  shoot  hither  and  thither 
and  turn  over,  their  sides  shine  like  bars  of  radiant 
silver.  ^  ^ 

George  Rosewell,  of  Shepperton-on-Thames,  writes 
to  say  that  Mr.  C.  Wilson,  fishing  with  him,  has  caught 
another  trout  of  6ilb.  ^ 

On  Wednesday  we  had  been  seventy  days  without  rain 
in  London.  *  ^ 

It  is  quite  a  sight  to  see  the  barbel,  dace,  and  chub 
at  some  of  the  Thames  weirs. 

A  Thames  professional  fisherman,  who  was  whipping 
with  cad  bait  for  bleak  for  trout  baits  the  other  day, 
caught  a  number  of  chub,  some  of  which  were  31b.  fish. 
*** 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Wm.  Milbonrne,  the  well-known 
Hampton  Court  fisherman,  that  we  shall  soon  have 
some  rattling  pike  and  perch  fishing  in  the  ’Thames.  In 
that  district,  he  says,  small  perch  about  half  as  long  as 
one’s  finger  can  be  seen  in  hundreds  in  any  little 
st  el‘  ered  eddy.  ^ 

Last  Wednesday  night  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Anglers 
held  their  "  good  old  annual,”  and,  with  their  friends, 
assembled  round  the  festive  board  in  goodly  numbers. 
Mr.  D.  King,  the  president  of  the  club,  was  announced 
as  the  chairman  of  the  evening,  but  he  was  minus  when 
the  gong  sounded  the  order  to  refresh  the  inner  man. 
An  able  substitute  was,  however,  found  in  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp, 
a  well-known  local  fisherman,  who  was  faced  by  Mr. 
Fred.  Watts.  During  the  past  season  the  club  has 
fished  fifteen  matches,  one  at  Southend-on-Sea, 
and  a  pleasing  incident  in  the  proceedings  was 
the  presentation  of  a  number  of  prizes  taken  on 
the  outings  mentioned.  I  gathered  from  the 
speeches  that  the  club  has  been  a  great  supporter 
of  preservation  ever  since  the  first  week  of  its  founda¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  members  were  fully  alive  to  the  fact 
that  if  they  took  fish  out  of  the  rivers  they  must  occa¬ 
sionally  put  a  few  in  to  make  up  for  it.  Such  a  club 
deserves  to  flourish,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  over  sixty 
members  on  its  books  is  some  indication  that  it  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  The  toasts  on  Wednesday 
included  “  The  Queen  and  Royal  Family,”  “  Success  and 
Prosperity  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope.”  “  The  Prize 
Donors  and  Visitors,”  who,  combined,  acknowledged  the 
the  toast  with  promises  of  about  forty  prizes.  Host 
Turnham  was  not  forgotten  for  his  excellent  catering, 
and  as  I  was  departing  under  the  cover  of  a  gentleman 
with  a  huge  roll  of  music  under  his  arm,  there  was  a 
chorus  of  “  Here's  to  you.”  Gooseqdill. 


Mothers  of  Boys,  who  would  like  their  sons  to  get  together, 
without  expense  ami  at  little  trouble,  a  Librar.v  of  sterling  Books 
of  Adventure  for  Boys,  by  the  Best  Writers,  including  G.  A. 
Ilenty,  .Jules  Verne,  11.  M.  Stanley,  Sir  W.  B’.  Butler,  W.  H.  11. 
King.ston,  &c.,  should  write  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low.  Marston, 
and  Company,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  Hou.se,  B'etter-lane,  London, 
for  particulars  of  the  "New  Library  Scheme,"  in  connection 
with  their  Illustrated  Weekly  Penny  Pn])er,  N.  B.— Postcard 

tvill  do,  but  kindly  givi>  full  address  ami  mention  Roys  Library 
Scheme. 


■provincial  IFloted 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Bir¬ 
mingham  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
last.  May  4,  at  the  headquarters,  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  Smithfield.  Mr.  'T.  Coles  presided.  The  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting,  held  April  5,  were  read  and 
confirmed,  after  which  the  deputation  appointed  to  visit 
the  Fruitful  Vine  Society,  who  had  applied  for  permis¬ 
sion  to  remove  their  club  to  the  Brook  Tavern,  Lennox- 
street,  Lozells.  The  report  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
club  desired  to  remove  to  a  house  more  suitable  for  the 
requirements  of  the  members,  and  if  the  club  was 
allowed  to  hold  its  meetings  at  the  Brook  Tavern,  the 
club  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  increase  the 
strength  of  the  society.  The  report  was  received  and 
adopted,  and  the  club  received  the  sanction  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  the  removal.  A  letter  was  read  by  the 
secretary,  from  the  Convivial  Society,  which  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  club  was  now  in  working  order 
and  they  wished  to  be  visited,  so  that  the  club 
could  ’oe  reinstated  into  the  association.  This  club 
having  not  conformed  to  the  rules  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  has  been  in  a  state  of  suspended  anima¬ 
tion  for  this  last  four  months,  but  the  club 
has  now  got  into  order  again,  and  wish  to  be 
enrolled  again.  It  was  decided  by  the  committee  that 
the  club  should  in  due  course  be  visited.  A  case  of  mis- 
condnet  against  a  member  of  the  Old  Green  Man  Club 
was  next  investigated.  The  chargeagainst  the  man  was 
that  he,  on  March  12  last,  travelled  from  Stratford-on- 
Avon  to  Wilmcote  without  a  ticket,  and  refusing  to  pay 
the  excess  fare.  Tbe  charge  was  proved  against  the 
man  and  he  was  expelled  from  the  association  for  the 
term  of  three  years.  The  Old  Green  Man  Club  was  also 
censured  for  not  sending  a  representative  to  inquiry. 
The  president  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  forthcoming  Avon  inquiry,  after  which  the  meeting 
came  to  a  close. 

The  Provincial  Association  still  continues  to  prosper 
both  financially  and  numerically.  A  large  number  of 
new  members  are  being  enrolled  at  Worcester,  Malvern, 
and  West  Bromwich  ;  the  lately  affiliated  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  Association,  now  that  they  have  matters  settled, 
will  make  a  lot  of  members.  An  application  was  received 
from  the  Oxford  Association  on  Saturday  last  to  become 
affiliated,  and  in  due  course  will  be  visited,  and  the 
workings  of  the  association  laid  before  their  committee. 
There  are  several  small  associations  outside  Birmingham 
that  are  forming  with  a  view  of  becoming  affiliated.  I 
am  also  pleased  to  mention  that  the  Dudley  branch  are 
making  great  advancement  by  enrolling  some  of  their 
most  influential  townsmen  as  members. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  a  great  destruction  of  spawn¬ 
ing  fish,  chiefly  roach,  has  been  going  on  during  the  last 
week  or  two  at  Fernhill  Heath.  'The  fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  River  Salwarpe,  which  is  a  tributary  of 
the  River  Severn,  and  commonly  known  as  the  Brook. 
This  stream  is  not  more  than  three  to  four 
yards  wide,  and  the  fish,  it  appears,  hav'e  come 
np  the  Brook  from  the  Severn  for  the  purpose  of 
spawning.  The  water  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  .  anglers,  both  with  and 
without  the  permits  issued  by  the  board  for  taking 
coarse  fish  during  the  close  season,  have  been  taking  on 
an  average  from  12lb.  to  171b.  of  roach  a  day.  This 
kind  of  thing  has  been  going  on  for  the  ptst  three 
weeks.  No  water  bailiff  has  been  seen,  and  the  water 
has  been  fished  with  impunity.  Both  Worcester  and 
Birmingham  anglers  (if  we  can  call  them  by  this  name) 
have  been  slaughtering  these  fish,  many  of  which  are 
over  a  pound  each  ;  and  on  Sunday  last,  April  30,  some 
sixty  unsportsmanlike  persons  were  engaged  in  this 
cruel  sport.  The  clerk  of  the  board  has  been  informed 
of  the  fact,  and  a  bailiff  was  asked  to  be  sent  to  the 
place  mentioned  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  fish 
being  taken.  I  hope  the  board  will  in  future  years  dis¬ 
continue  granting  these  permits,  or  the  river  and  its 
tributaries  will  be  depleted  to  such  an  extent  that 
coarse  fishing  will  be  out  of  the  question,  and  the 
licences  not  worth  the  paper  they  are  printed  upon. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Since  my  last  we  have  had  some  rain  in  Derbyshire, 
but  the  fall  was  so  slight  and  of  such  short  duration, 
that  the  streams  were  not  affected  to  any  appreciable 
extent. 

As  to  trouting,  the  streams  are  all  too  low,  and  though 
one  hears  of  occasional  successes  (and  these,  too, 
mostly  towards  evening  with  the  “Devon’’  or  some 
kind  of  bait,  not  fly)  being  achieved  here  and  there,  yet 
on  the  efforts  of  the  majority  of  anglers  failure  is  writ 
large.  Considering  the  cloudless  skies,  glaring  sun,  and 
the  “  scanty  tide ’"  which  the  streams  are  shedding,  I 
hardly  see  how  great  success  could  be  reasonably 
anticipated.  An  early  May-fly  seison  is  confidently 
expected,  but  such  an  early  advent  may  not 
be  altogether  welcome.  Whitsuntide  holiday  anglers 
would  no  doubt  like  the  trout  to  be  celebrating  the 
annual  carnival  of  the  river,  but  the  streams  are  so  low 
that  I  question  if  the  result  would  equal  the  anticipa¬ 
tions  formed  of  it.  Personally  I  anticipate  the  May-fly 
about  the  last  week  of  the  month  after  which  it  is 
called. 

Speaking  of  trout,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is 
somewhat  of  a  pity  that  the  excellent  looking  ponds 
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PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  ARTISTIC  PLY  D'RF^siqip'r 

Manufacturer  and  every  Description  of  High-Class  Sg’  Tackle, 

THE  NORTHERN  ANGLERS  DEPOT,  19,  NEW  STATION  STREET,  LEEDS. 


THE  "D.B.”  DRY  FLY  LINE. 

'?  in  exact  accordance  with 

Mr.  h.  M.  Halford's  directions  in  -Dry  Flv- 
h  ishmg.  ’  page  22.  It  differs  totally  from  any 
other  line  in  the  market,  and  has  taken  twelve 
months  to  perfect,  every  experimental  one  being 
J«nt  to  Mr.  Hawksley,  the  original  dresser  of  the 
line,  until  pronounced  perfect. 

Only  made  in  one  size,  viz.,  40  vards  double 
taper;  heavy  and  light  in  centre  to  suit  different 
action  of  rods.  ' 

Sent  post  free  (on  approval  if  desired)  to  any  i 
address  on  receipt  of  21a. 

Mr  Hawksley  writes ;  “  I  do  not  know  how  ' 
you  do  It  at  the  price,  as  the  original  line  cost  me 
Ills,  to  dress.’ 

The  FiM  says :  “  It  is  the  most  perfect  line  ' 
probably  ever  made."— March  2.j,  18!);t 

Tlie  /'’M/iiHg  Gazette  says:  “The  dressing  is 
about  as  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to  be  made 
March  2.'),  1811.3. 

'The  jVwWtm  .t/orfer  says;  “It  is  cheap  at  tlie 
price.  —April  22,  18113. 


TACKLE. 


THE  "SANDEMAN”  SPECIAL 
DRESSED  PLAITED  SILK  LINE. 

j  ^  This  line  is  dressed  in  exact  accordance  witli  Mr. 

'  Fraser  Saiideiiian'.s  directions  in  “  By  Hook  .-.iid  hv 
Crook,"  page  38. 

Pure  boiled  linseed  oil  is  only  used,  and  the  dres.sin"- 
is  perfectly  smooth  and  flexible,  thoroughly  permeat" 
ing  the  line.  Sizes  No.  I,  2,  3.  suitable  for  troii I  or 
general  Ashing,  2id.  per  yard;  No.  4,  suitable  for  sea- 
trout,  ;id.  per  yard  ;  Nos.  r,  and  (,,  suitable  for  salmon. 
4d.  per  yard. 

S.vMpr.K  Cahd.s  Post  Free  c.n  .Vpppic.yTKiN. 

.\lthough  only  introduced  this  season,  we  liave 
received  scores  of  unsolicited  testimonials  respecting 
the.  value  of  this  perfect  line. 


THE  STEWART  OR  PENNELL  WORM  TACKLE. 

_ _ _  16-inch  Drawn  Gut*  in  New  Patent  Envelope. 


F.  M.  "WALBRAK 

19,  Jfew  Station  St..  EEEDS. 


in  tlie  Fizhinrj  Gazette. 


Made  from  the  original  directions  given  by  “.Vriel 
Made  on  the  finest  drawn  Hut  and  on  Medium  Gut. 

Price,  ends  only,  Hd.  each;  with  trace.  Is,  (id. 

The  River  Yore  is  now  lower  than  ever  known,  yet  on  Monday  May  1st 
1893,  Mr.  Walbran  caught  Thirteen  Trout,  weighing  «lh.,  with  this  tackle- 
and  on  one  occasion,  two  years  ago,  had  nearly  181h.  in  one  day. 

Postage  Id.  Extra. 


I  WORM  TACKLE. 


f  Catalogue.  Ufa 


HOOKS  No. 


Ol'EX. 

en,  J'-^i'y  one  who  has  experienced  the  iinnoyance  caused  hv  t 
entanglement  of  a  dozen  or  so  of  tlie  aliove  tackle  will  welcome  t 

Pennell  (2  heol )  t  kl  mj^li 

(2  ,ok)  tackle,  per  case  (1  dozen  in  (3  hook)  tackle,  per  case  (1  dozen  in  each).  2 


Closkd. 


fjuil 


i'oHtagc  Id.  extra.  -  -  — -n'- —  uuztfn  m  eacn>, -s. 

THE  D.B.  BUILT  CANE  AND  QREENHEART  RODS 


-i~rTTTrr.-v  - 


rp,  the  D.B."  BUILT  CANE  ROD.  No.  4  PATTERN  •^-ii  iVi 

lliese  Kods  are  made  from  eight  patterns,  kindly  lent  to  us  by  Mr  F  M  TTolford  i  r 

.or  ...ke,  ..l„„  Pd...  full  p„tiou,.„  o,  tb...  .„d  .,i  Ih.  ilC'-' "P- 

S  P  E  C  I  «.  I.  I  X  I  E  S 

known  in  all  parts  of  the  world 

X,  -X.  3x.  4x  1*110  *  *  Tirvi  wi  «  i  LArsLU. 

.spinning  top,  in  partition  iiag  complete’Tut*'  lOHt  *''mt’'^each*m' 

flashing,  12ft.,  each  11s.  (id  .Superior  edition  »>>a«k  to  prevei 

tops,  one  spinning  top,  in  pakitio.fb'ag  cot  ” 


for  which  FRANCIS  M.  w^uokan  IS 

tr  1  s  Out  Casts,  drawn,  four  degrees  of  fineness  vi/  iv  •>v  *?■*> 

Madeort/y  from  J2in.  gut.  3  yard.s,  each  !»<i.  Please  state  thickness  required.  '  *  ’  ' 

New  Season’s  Out  Casts,  tajiered  flue  to  finest.  Made  oiilj/  from  12in.gnt.  Syards  each  1» 

ninff.”;  AM"* "■  »■ 

XOTK. — We  do  not  stock  second  quality  of  drawn  gut. 

Postage  on  above  extra. 

«;hMng^^m“B"nS^.L“a^.:.®f«a®t”L^^^^^^  notoriety 

omy  h..  m 


fly  ‘^)^nIy,^phdn1mg^9fft.,^l},Ht,fu?Lcach1ITs®?d^flv|^^^^^  "" 

favourite  of  tSfE(1ho?of  t^Jp^er’~Pr^e^^eroh  l-s  maker  of  this  special  pattern.  th( 

‘  Finest  n"  d”"  onffrav^^  wHh  ou^  naVnc  on  btiit^ 

Finest  ''  I”okod  gut,  eacli  Is. 

1(10  leugth®'  sf  (!,r"^SMb^c“f  m  rrk^udieVtihmsr  """ 

NOTE.-The  supply  of  thisgut  is  exceedingly  limited,  and  never  lasts  us  until  the  end  of  the  season. 


S3nd  three  penny  stamps  (to  pay  postage  only)  for  our  We  lliH.frflirrrTfrr'  ' 
in  information  alone,  and  absolutely^ free.^  Contains  Oridna?  Articles  tv  R  t  Shilling 

W.  Murdoch,  E.  M.  Tod,  A.  Murray,  and  F.  M.  Walbran  ^  Oa-^efte),  A.  Jardine 
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about  Castle  Donnington  and  especially  those  near 
Trent  station  are  not  stocked  with  these  fish  in  prefe¬ 
rence  to  the  coarse  fish  which  they  at  present  contain. 
The  ponds  seem  to  me,  one  and  all,  to  be  admirably 
adapted  for  trout,  though  appearances  in  this  respect  are 
often  deceptive.  The  question  was  once  mooted,  I 
believe,  but  allowed  to  drop.  The  only  difficulty  in  such 
cases  is  the  choice  as  to  what  variety  of  trout  to  put  in, 
trout  closely  resembling  sheep  in  this  respect,  that  one 
breed  succeeds  admirably  where  another  fails.  “  Loch 
Leveners  ”  are  put  into  most  ponds  and  lakes  in  a  very 
inconsiderate  way,  in  the  belief  that  because  they  are 
“Loch  Leveners  ”  and  a  fine  quality  of  fish  that  they 
must  thrive,  whereas  the  finer  the  fish  the  more  suitable 
must  be  its  surroundings  if  it  is  to  thrive.  I  offer  the 
above  suggestion  as  to  stocking  these  ponds  for  what  it 
is  worth.  It  might  revolutionise  to  some  extent  angling 
by  Trentside,  and  introduce  more  fly-fishing  in  the  river. 
On  the  analogy  of  Linlithgow  Loch  at  Falkirk  in  Scot¬ 
land,  I  think  such  an  undertaking  would  probably  be 
successful  in  every  way. 

Coarse  fish,  with  the  possible  exception  of  chub  and 
barbel,  have  now  to  a  large  extent  spawned,  and,  given 
a  continuation  of  the  present  state  of  the  weather  and 
water,  the  spawning  season  will  have  been  one  of  the 
most  favourable  possible.  It  seems  a  superfluous  thing 
to  tay,  but  most  anglers  on  Trentside  cannot  help  being 
struck  by  the  immense  number  of  water  rats  which 
frequent  the  banks.  The  rat  is  a  rodent,  and  lam 
inclined  to  think  that  he  would  eat  ova  without  muc  h 
compunction,  and  welcome  fish  eggs  as  a  pleasant  varia¬ 
tion  to  his  ordinary  fare.  The  common  rat,  and,  I  presume, 
the  water  rat  also,  is  a  good  scavenger,  and  omniverous, 
like  the  trout,  when  necessity  compels  him  not  to  be 
fastidious,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  Trentside 
would  be  none  the  worse  if  it  harboured  fewer  of  these 
animals.  I  notice  fair  numbers  of  gulls  on  most  of  the 
shallows  just  now,  partly,  I  fancy,  after  spawn,  partly 
after  the  sticklebacks  and  minnows,  &c.,  which  love  to 
lie  buried  in  the  weeds.  In  connection  with  the  proposed 
licence  to  take  coarse  fish,  about  which  we  heard  so 
much  last  year,  I  notice  that  the  Wellington  Angling 
Association  regrets,  as  a  body,  that  it  was  dropped. 
More  than  the  society  in  question  regret  this.  I  am 
not  going  to  open  up  this  questio  vexata,  but  merely 
to  point  out  that,  as  matters  now  are,  and  in  virtue 
of  its  present  powers,  the  Trent  board  could 
reqrdre  every  angler  fishing  in  the  Trent,  speak¬ 
ing  generally,  to  take  out  a  2s.  fid.  (trout)  licence, 
for  though  licences  can  be  issued  only  ostensibly  to 
allow  the  taking  of  salmon,  treat,  or  char,  and  not 
“  fresh-water  fish  ”  (within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts) 
yet  it  has  been  decided  in  Hill  v.  George  (44  J.  P.  424) 
that  anyone  who  fishes  in  waters  where  there  are  trout 
with  a  lure  with  which  trout  may  be  taken  (whatever  he 
may  be  angling  for  or  intends  to  catch)  must  take  out  a 
licence  to  kill  trout.  This  simply  means  that  though 
boards  have  apparently  no  powers  su&  sponte,  to  issue, 
or  demand  payment  for,  licences  to  kill  coarse  fish,  yet 
they  can  insist  upon  all  anglers  for  coarse  fish  taking 
out  trout  licences,  provided  (1)  such  anglers  use  lines 
with  which  trout  may  be  taken,  and  (2)  there  are  trout, 
however  few,  in  the  water.  The  wilfulness  does  not 
consist  in  the  accidental  hooking  of  a  trout,  say,  when 
chub  fishing  with  worm,  but  in  fishing  with  worm  where 
there  may  be  trout. 

The  worse  shots  over  the  most  poorly-stocked  of 
countries  have  to  take  out  game  licences.  The  analogy 
need  not  be  worked  out,  but  the  cases  are  identical. 
Every  now  and  then  one  hears  of  a  trout  being  taken 
in  the  Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire  portions  of  the 
Trent,  when  the  angler  is  fishing  for  coarse  fish.  I  am 
certain  there  are  many  more  one  never  hears  of.  In  my 
opinion  there  are  trout  in  the  river,  and  that  is  suf¬ 
ficient.  The  argument  gains  in  force  when  applied  to 
salmon,  and  I  am  certain  that  there  are  many  Trent 
anglers — not,  of  course,  of  the  better  class — who  take 
out  no  salmon  licence  until  success  has  crowned  their 
efforts.  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Wellington 
Society  to  the  above  statement  of  the  existing  law, 
which  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  accurate. 

I  should  like  here  to  say  something  on  the  present 
condition  of  the  law  as  to  eels,  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
in  rather  a  curious  position.  Eels  are  no  longer  (since 
the  182fi  Act)  fresh-water  fish  within  the  meaning  of  the 
general  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act ;  but,  though  this  is 
so,  they  cannot  be  angled  for  with  rod  and  line,  and  the 
peculiar  part  of  the  matter  is,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  that 
boards  have  not  the  power  to  grant  leave  to  angle  for 
them  even  in  public  fisheries — a  power  which  they 
possess  with  regard  to  fresh- water  fish  in  the  legal  sense. 
I  shall  refer  to  this  matter  again  as  it  is  one  of  consider¬ 
able  importance,  but  think  it  right  at  this  season  to 
sound  the  above  note  of  warning. 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  cry  all  over  is  still  the  same — rain  !  rain  !  rain  ! 
and  the  drought  is  really  serious. 

There  have  only  been  a  few  trout  taken  on  the  Itohen, 
and  no  salmon.  The  other  day  I  saw  a  tray  of  a  dozen 
fine  trout  on  a  local  fishmonger’s  slab,  but  I  can’t  say 
whether  they  were  taken  legitimately  or  not. 

No  news  to  hand  from  the  Test.  Last  week  a  double- 
fronted  shop  was  sold  at  Overton,  with  the  fishing  rights 
over  the  part  of  the  Test  which  runs  by  the  shop.  It 
realised  ^£705. 

From  Hnngerford  I  hear  that  the  Fly  Fishers  Club 
have  given  up  the  fishing,  and  it  will  make  it  better  for 
the  commoners.  I  don’t  advise  strangers  to  visit  this 
p^e,  however.  The  best  take  I  have  heard  is  one  of 
nine  trout  with  rod  one  day. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

My  Staveley  correspondent  reports  that  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  the  3rd  inst.,  Messrs.  Storey  and  Anson,  of  Kendal, 
fishing  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Kent,  succeeded  in 
taking  a  combined  basket  of  fifty  trout ;  but  my  corre¬ 
spondents  in  other  parts  of  the  district  are  altogether 
silent  as  to  actual  angling,  which  may  be  accepted  as 
proof  that  operations  have  been  so  limited  as  to  call  for 
no  special  mention.  _ 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Water  is  still  very  scarce,  and  to  all  appearances  we 
are  threatened  with  a  water  famine  deficient  in  quantity. 
Several  reports  are  to  hand  of  depredations  on  our 
stock  of  fish  ;  the  scarcity  of  water  is  taken  advantage 
of  to  practise  the  art  of  “  tickling  trout,”  and  one 
stream  in  Derbyshire  is  heavily  poached  in  this  way. 
Good  reports  continue  to  arrive  of  glorious  sport 
amongst  the  trout.  One  water  in  particular  within  easy 
reach  of  Manchester  is  fishing  remarkably  well,  although 
proverbially  noted  for  not  being  worth  a  visit  until  July, 
and  then  being  at  its  very  best  in  August  and  Sep¬ 
tember.  One  local  angler  of  an  inquisitive  nature  has 
opened  several  trout  within  the  last  few  days,  and 
found  that  the  fish  had  been  feeding  freely  on  the 
larvae  of  the  May- fly.  Should  this  be  the  case  this  popu¬ 
lar  lure  will  be  strongly  in  evidence  in  a  few  days. 
The  Manchester  anglers  have  noted  the  various  clubs 
in  the  district  for  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Merry  Anglers,  to  consider  a  suggested 
monster  gathering  at  the  Whaley  Bridge  fishery.  The 
circular  convening  the  meeting  does  not  plainly  set 
forth  the  entire  ideas  of  the  committee,  but  Mr.  Pen- 
drigh  kindly  explained  to  us  that  although  only  a  match 
was  mentioned,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  promoters 
to  make  the  movement  of  a  social  character,  in 
which  the  contest  for  prizes  would  form  a  promi¬ 
nent  feature.  The  Tatton  Anglers,  who  so  recently 
by  an  united  effort  placed  their  society  in  a  sound 
position,  both  numerically  and  financially,  intend 
following  out  their  spirited  policy  by  liberally  sup¬ 
porting  the  various  efforts  made  locally  to  find  fishing 
for  working  men.  Already  they  have  decided  to  take 
tickets  for  each  member  for  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery, 
and  in  all  probability  this  step  will  be  supplemented  by 
others  of  a  similar  character.  The  Hampton  Court 
anglers  held  a  meeting  on  the  8th,  and  disposed  of  a 
fair  amount  of  business.  They  cannot,  however,  yet 
decide  upon  casting  in  their  lot  with  any  of  the  existing 
associations,  and  a  special  meeting  will  be  snmmoned 
shortly  to  take  this  question,  and  also  that  of  joining 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  into  consideration. 

The  Middleton  anglers  are  bestirring-  themselves, 
and,  not  to  be  left  behind,  have  at  present  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  having  some  really  good  fishing  under  their 
control. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  a  satisfactory  settlement 
is  arrived  at  between  the  Silver  Grid  Angling  Society 
and  the  Brookfield  Anglers.  Apparently  common  sense 
prevailed  during  the  dispute,  and  as  a  result  no  sting  is 
left,  and  both  sides  are  likely  to  be  good  friends  for  the 
future.  This  course  of  action  may  be  adopted  to 
advantage  by  other  societies. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  weather  is  still  as  bright  and  fine  as  ever.  Every¬ 
where  one  hears  the  complaint,  “  Water  too  low  and 
clear.” 

Several  anglers  have  been  out  after  roach  and  perch, 
and  have  been  fairly  successful  all  round.  The  best 
catch  that  I  have  seen  during  the  week  was  one  made 
by  two  anglers  on  Saturday  of  forty  roach,  all  good 
fish,  the  five  largest  weighing  71b.  ;  largest  two,  Ijlb. 
each. 

On  Wednesday  an  angler  at  Horning,  on  the  Bure, 
had  a  roach  of  21b.,  and  a  rudd  of  Hlb.,  besides  others 
smaller,  and  some  fair  bream,  while  another  angler  at 
Ban  worth  had  2st.  of  nice  roach  and  bream. 

A  few  trout  have  been  taken  with  fly,  but  the  waters 
of  this  district  are  very  low,  and  clear  as  crystal.  One 
gentleman  had  some  nice  fish,  largest  just  over  21b.,  one 
day  last  week. 

A  gentleman,  angling  at  Yarmouth,  caught  a  flounder 
18in.  long,  lOin.  wide  on  Saturday,  with  a  shrimp  for 
a  bait.  ’This  is  rather  an  unusual  size  for  this  time  of 
the  year.  _ _ 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  is  still  a  blank  record  amongst  our  salmon 
fishermen,  and  as  the  Trent  is  lower  and  clearer  than 
ever,  the  spring  season  may  now  be  regarded  as  at  an 
end.  Our  prophecy  is  early,  but  we  think  it  is  fully 
justified.  Not  for  two  months  has  the  river  undergone 
any  appreciable  change,  and  during  the  last  fortnight  the 
bottom  weed  has  grown  and  spread  at  a  truly  alarming 
rate.  This  affords  excellent  shelter  for  all  kinds  of 
coarse  fish,  including  eels,  but  the  expansion  is  not 
likely  to  impress  the  coarse  fish  angler  very  favourably. 
The  various  weirs  have  recently  teemed  with  barbel, 
chub,  and  roach,  especially  the  last-named,  and  these  fish 
shonld  be  found  in  good  condition  when  the  legitimate 
campaign  commences  on  June  16. 

Mr.  G.  Drury  and  Mr.  T.  Wood  have  tried  the  King’s 
Mills  section  for  salmon,  but,  although  odd  fish  are  occa¬ 
sionally  seen,  they  cannot  be  tempted  to  accept  any  kind 
of  lure,  however  attractively  it  is  brought  under  their 
notice.  There  is  nothing  doing  also  on  any  of  the  waters 


below  Nottingham,  and  the  outlook  all  round  is  cer¬ 
tainly  most  disheartening.  What  at  one  period  augured 
well  for  an  excellent  season  has  resulted  in  general  dis¬ 
comfiture.  But  we  must  not  grumble,  as  on  more  famous 
rivers  than  the  Trent,  the  wielders  of  the  salmon  rod  are 
fnll  of  complaints.  Rain  is  greatly  needed,  and  would, 
indeed,  prove  most  acceptable  to  more  people  than  fisher¬ 
men. 

As  the  local  manager  for  the  Midland  and  Great 
Northern  Railway  Companies  in  the  issue  of  the 
privilege  ticket  cards  to  anglers’  club  members,  I 
have  just  succeeded  in  inducing  the  Midland  Company 
to  add  to  the  cards  the  station  of  Whatstandwell  on  the 
banks  of  the  Derwent  between  Matlock  and  Ambergate. 
The  river  there  may,  I  learn,  be  fished  for  the  modest 
snm  of  6d.  per  rod  per  day,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
concession  will  he  much  appreciated  by  our  trout  and 
grayling  fishers  as  a  body.  Both  these  fish  are  extremely 
scarce  in  the  Trent,  and  a  visit  to  Whatstandwell  should 
vary  the  monotony  of  coarse  fishing.  The  cards  are 
already  in  force,  having  come  into  operation  on  Monday. 
As  to  this  charming  spot,  one  of  the  very  best  anglers 
in  Derbyshire  writes  me  as  follows  : — “  It  is  well  worthy 
of  a  trial  after  heavy  rain,  which  will  bring  on  a  good 
flush.  The  water  holds  a  lot  of  large  sized  trout,  both 
Loch  Leven  and  brown,  besides  barbel,  chub,  eels, 
roach,  dace,  pike,  and  grayling.  'The  fly-fishing,  when 
wading  was  allowed,  was  first  class.” 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

There  have  been  several  good  fish  caught  in  the  dams 
Loxley  way  this  week,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  stream 
fishing  has  been  at  low  ebb.  The  Derwent  is  running 
very  low  and  fine,  and  the  Pheasant  Inn  party,  who  tried 
it  at  Yorkshire  Bridge  last  Thursday  week,  met  with  no 
success  at  all.  In  several  places  the  stream  could  be 
crossed  without  wetting  the  boots.  A  good  fish  was 
caught  in  Dam  Flask  by  Mr.  J.  Fairburn,  a  regular  fre¬ 
quenter  of  the  water.  It  weighed  lib.  O^oz.,  and  was 
one  of  the  best  caught  here  this  season. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  the  fact  that  the 
Sheffield  Anglers’  Association  has  joined  the  new 
Prevention  of  Pollution  Society  en  hloc.  We  shall  now 
expect,  and  with  confidence,  to  hear  of  something  being 
done.  An  association  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
cleansing  the  local  rivers,  with  a  membership  of  eleven 
thousand,  consisting  of  the  very  cream  of  the  angling 
community,  ought,  at  any  rate,  to  accomplish  something 
of  the  work  to  which  it  has  set  its  hand.  The  first  joint 
committee  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  week,  and 
was  a  very  harmonious  gathering.  Two  committees 
were  appointed,  one  to  report  on  the  present  state  of 
the  rivers,  and  the  other  to  make  arrangements  for 
carrying  out  the  projected  work,  and  to  see  if  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  society  could  be  got  to  sit  on  the  proposed 
new  conservancy  board.  The  society  hopes  to  complete 
its  programme  in  a  couple  of  years  :  that  is  to  say,  to 
so  cleanse  and  stock  the  Don  and  the  Sheaf  that  hy  that 
time  fishing  may  be  indulged  in  at  home.  By  then  the 
water  will  be  so  purified,  that  those  who  use  it  for 
manufacturing  purposes  may  do  so  with  safety  and 
without  injury  to  their  boilers,  the  society  hoping  that 
in  return  for  this  the  manufacturers  will  avoid  turning 
polluted  matter  into  the  streams.  This  is  only  a  fair 
stipulation,  and  one  that  most  fair-minded  men  will 
agree  with. 

Complaints  having  been  made  about  angling  in  the 
close  season  by  members  of  the  Rother  Association,  I 
have  received  from  an  official  a  copy  of  the  rules  to 
enable  me  to  set  forth  the  attitude  the  association  takes 
on  the  question.  From  a  perusal  of  these  rules  it 
certainly  appears  that  so  far  from  the  association  con¬ 
niving  at  illegal  fishing  every  attempt  is  made  to  sup¬ 
press  it,  and  to  secure  fair  and  honest  sport.  One  of 
the  rules  says  that  the  society  condemns  ail  unfair 
methods  of  taking  fish,  while  another  stipulates  that 
the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1878,  is  to  be  adhered  to 
by  every  member,  anyone  fishing  in  the  canal  during 
the  close  season  being  subject  to  a  fine  of  fis  In  the 
face  of  this,  I  do  not  see  how  the  charge  holds  good, 
although,  as  there  is  certain  to  be  further  correspond¬ 
ence,  I  may  refer  to  the  matter  again  later. 

Just  a  word  about  the  Sheaf.  The  best  way  to  fish 
now  is  to  do  so  without  a  float,  bait  with  a  single  maggot, 
and  go  gently  down  stream,  the  bait  nearly  at  the 
bottom.  By  this  means  nearly  all  the  fish  caught  this 
season  have  been  secured.  After  a  fresh,  which,  hy 
the  way,  is  very  much  needed  to  enliven  matters,  there 
are  plenty  of  nice  holes  in  which  the  float  may  be  used 
to  advantage,  as  at  the  bottom  of  a  weir.  If  this  river 
were  only  kept  free  from  pollution,  in  a  couple  of  seasons 
it  would  be  the  best  trout  stream  within  a  dozen  miles 
of  Sheffield.  It  is  one  of  the  first  rivers  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  newly-formed  Pollution  Prevention 
Society  should  be  directed. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Shropshire  committee  of  the  Severn  Conservators 
met  at  Shrewsbury  on  Saturday  to  consider  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  new  water  bailiff  for  this  district,  and  a  number 
of  applications  were  considered.  Three  candidates 
appeared  to  be  good  men,  and  from  these  one  was 
selected  for  recommendation  to  the  board.  It  has,  we 
understand,  been  decided,  and  wisely  so,  that  in  future 
the  Shropshire  committee  or  its  secretary,  Mr.  J. 
Williams,  shall  have  more  direct  control  over  the  bailiff 
than  has  been  the  custom  hitherto,  and  that  he  shall 
weekly  report  matters  which  come  under  his  notice. 
This  should  be  far  more  satisfactory  to  the  bailiff  himself 
and  to  the  committee.  There  are  many  ways  in  which 
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an  intelligent  and  observant  man  may  make  himself  of 
service  to  the  board  in  other  respects  than  those 
connected  with  his  primary  duties,  namely,  of  protecting 
the  fisheries.  In  the  Water  Bailiffs’  Almanack,  which 
is  compiled  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Willis  Bund,  is 
given  a  store  of  information  for  the  guidance  of  the 
bailiffs  as  to  the  probable  movements  and  spawning 
seasons  of  fish,  the  law  of  fishing  relating  to  the  Severn, 
and  instructions  as  to  observations  on  fish  and  fishing, 
and  by  carefully  preparing  their  reports  upon  the  lines 
laid  down,  the  officials  may  gather  many  interesting 
facts.  Superintendent  (reorge,  during*  his  long  term 
of  service  with  the  board,  has  rendered  much  valuable 
assistance  in  this  respect,  and  it  would  be  well  if  all 
bailiffs  were  to  emulate  the  good  example  he  has  set  them. 

A  striking  example  of  the  vast  amount  of  fry  that 
can  he  destroyed  hy  a  half-pound  trout  was  given  at  the 
hatchery  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society 
last  week.  The  society  had  turned  a  large  number  of 
healthy  fry  of  this  year’s  hatching  into  a  wooden  tank 
outside  the  hatchery,  and  a  day  or  two  afterwards  Mr. 
Dove,  the  quarry  custodian,  observing  a  fish  on  the  feed 
in  the  tank,  took  a  net  and  succeeded  in  taking  out  a 
trout  of  about  half-a  ponnd,  in  splendid  condition.  He 
appeared  as  though  in  spawn,  so  plump  and  round  was 
the  belly,  but  it  was  quickly  discovered  that  he  had 
taken  full  advantage  of  the  banquet  which  the  society 
wu  lil’erally  provided  him  with  a  day  or  two  before. 
When  placed  in  a  bucket  with  some  clean  water  he 
seemed  incapable  of  struggling,  and  vomited  a  number 
ol  little  fish.  He  was  afterwards  killed,  and  on  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  being  examined,  it  was  found 
to  be  absolutely  full  of  fry.  The  fish  must  have  been 
in  the  tank  two  or  three  years,  living  a  solitary 
existence,  and  probably  so  rare  a  meal  had  not  been 
afforded  him  during  this  period.  The  moral  of  the 
story  to  angling  societies  generally  who  go  in  for  pis¬ 
ciculture  for  re-stocking  purposes,  is  plainly  that  which 
we  have  so  often  pointed  out,  namely,  do  not  attempt 
to  re-stock  with  small  fry. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

The  bright  sunny  weather  still  continues,  and  no  sign 
of  rain,  which  is  so  much  wanted  for  our  rivers  and 
streams.  Above  the  Dingle  weir  in  the  Severn,  are  a  lot 
of  old  salmon  rolling  about,  waiting  for  enough  water  to 
enable  them  to  pass  over.  Below  the  weir  are  great 
quantities  of  coarse  fish  ;  an  angler  caught  a  fine  fellow 
there  with  the  Bright  Devon,  and  he  had  two  fair  sized 
dace  inside  him.  On  the  Teme  not  much  has  been  done 
among  the  trout ;  one  gentleman  took  seven  brace 
another  three  brace,  which  are  the  best  catches  I  have 
heard  of,  but  there  have  been  a  great  quantity  of  large 
chub  taken  with  both  fly  and  maggot,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Knightsford  Bridge  in  particular,  also  some  very 
fine  dace.  The  Avon  fishing  has  been  very  good  :  large 
baskets  of  roach  and  chub  have  been  taken  with  the 
maggot  and  stewed  wheat. 

The  Worcester  Angling  Society  had  their  annual 
dinner  on  Thursday  evening  last.  The  president,  Mr. 
E.  H.  Bowden,  was  unavoidably  absent.  Mr.  T. 
Meredith  took  the  chair.  There  were  about  forty 
present,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 

FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN.— Many  of  the  rivers  are  nearly  dried  up, 
whilst  others  are  at  such  a  low  ehb  as  to  put  angling 
out  of  the  ^estion.  This  state  of  affairs  exists  on 
most  of  the  Dublin  and  Wicklow  rivers,  and  from  what 
1  learn  the  depression  is  pretty  general.  There  are 
some  few  exceptions  in  the  western  districts,  where 
better  luck  attends  on  rods. 

KERRY.— The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been 
veiy  wild,  and  angling  has  been  rendered  impracticable 
on  most  days. 

ULSTER.— It  is  generally  conceded  that  not  for 
eighty  years  has  such  a  phenomenal  drought  been 
experienced  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  All  waters  have 
been  reduced  to  an  abnormal  state,  and  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that,  unless  copious  rain  come  soon,  this 
drought  will  end  disastrously,  as  far  as  the  interests  of 
Sport  are  concerned. 

(Remainder  of  Report  held  over  until  next  week.) 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
^pphed  to  ns  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes 
^gistered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British’ 
Colonial  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

Applications. 

4S54.  C.  Herrmann,  of  Germany,  for  a  method  of  pre¬ 
serving  live  fish  in  fixed  tanks  or  during  trans¬ 
port. 

609(1.  S.  Bayliss,  of  1,  Walford-street,  Redditch,  for 
an  improvement  or  improvements  in  swivels 
for  fishing  and  other  purposes. 

6120.  H.  R.  Reder,  of  Germany,  for  improvements  in 
reels  for  fishing  rods. 

7143.  C.  H.  Cook,  of  Elmlea,  South  Stoke,  Reading, 
for  an  improvement  in  fishing  reels. 
Specifications  Published. 

674.  S.  Macey,  of  Fern  Bank,  Broomgrove-road,  Red- 
ditch,  for  a  fishing  tog. 

1000.  W.  H.  Foster,  of  Church-street,  Ashbourne,  for 
an  improvement  in  fishing  rods  used  for  angling 
purposes. 


Eepotts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferroA,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


notice:. 

SE(2RET ARIES  OF  CLUBS  who  take  in  The 
Pishing  Gazette  are  reminded  that  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  them  a  nicely  got  up  and  strongly  bound 
Reading  Case  for  same,  gratis  on  receipt  of  a  card 
addressed  to  the  “  Manager,”  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  asking 
for  same  to  he  sent. 


Anglers’  Association  Foresters’  Hall,  Clexkenwell- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C. — The  monthly  delegate  meeting 
(special)  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next. 
May  15,  at  8.30. — R.  G hornet,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association. — Western  District. — A 
visit  was  paid  to  the  Phoenix  on  the  25th.  Owing  to  the 
notices  not  being  sent  out  in  time,  only  eight  clubs 
responded  to  the  roll-call.  The  A.B.  box  was  opened, 
and  contained  93.  3d.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales’  Angling  Society,  at  their  new  house, 
the  Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  on 
Monday  next.  May  15,  when  I  hope  to  see  many  clubs 
represented,  as  it  will  be  my  last  visit  as  district  officer. 
— J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  ^£1  Is.  6d.  from 
the  donation  box  of  the  South  Hornsey  Angling  Society  ; 
5s.,  annual  subscription,  from  S.  Wentheim  ;  and  ifil  is. 
from  Edward  Marston,  St.  Dnustan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane  (life  member). — R.  Ghurnet,  sec. 

Aberdeen  Amateur  Bock  Pisbers.— The  first 
competition  for  the  season  took  place  on  Monday  last, 
the  occasion  being  the  annual  spring  holiday.  A 
number  of  association  prizes  were  awarded,  and  the 
baskets  weighed-in  also  counted  in  the  season’s  trophy 
competition.  There  was  also  a  special  prize  of  a  hand¬ 
some  pipe  for  the  two  heaviest  fish,  gross  weight.  The 
following  were  the  heaviest  baskets  weighed  in  : — Ewen 
Riddell,  371b. ;  A.  Douglas,  361b.  ;  J.  Forbes,  301b.  lOoz.  ; 
A.  Frost,  261b.  12oz.  ;  A.  Mackie,  261b.  8oz. ;  A.  (Iruden, 
251b.  12oz.;  J.  Wilson,  231b.  3oz. ;  G.  Macleod,  181b.  lOoz.  : 
G.  Mitchell,  181b.  8oz. ;  Gk  Anderson,  131b. ;  (J.  Ross, 
111b.  8oz.  ;  P.  Gushnie,  101b,  ;  J.  Ronald,  81b.  4oz. ;  W. 
Geddes,  71b.  8oz. ;  J.  Brown,  71b.  12oz. ;  J.  Insch, 
61b.  8oz. ;  J.  Dawson,  51b.  8oz. ;  W.  Crawford,  51b.  8oz.  ; 
J.  M’Farquhar,  51b.  5oz.  ;  W.  Walker,  3ib.  8oz.  The 
winner  of  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish  has  not  been 
ascertained,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  heaviest  pairs 
were  121b.  14oz.  and  111b.  13oz.  respectively.  On  Satur¬ 
day  the  regular  competitions  of  the  season  commenced. 
A  number  of  prizes  were  offered.  When  the  catches 
were  weighed  in  it  was  found  that  the  prize  winners 
were ; — J.  Anderson,  211b.  8oz. ;  J.  Grant,  181b.  4oz. ; 
J.  Brown,  171b.  8oz. ;  R.  Kincaid,  131b.  2oz.  ;  William 
Riddell,  idlb.  9oz. ;  J.  Dawson,  101b.  3oz.  ;  Wm.  Geddes, 
51b.  14oz.  A  medal,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Pirrie,  will  be 
given  to  the  competitor  having  the  heaviest  fish  this 
month.  As  yet  J.  Anderson  is  highest  with  one  of 
141b.  2oz. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor¬ 
mandy- place,  Brixton,  S. W.  President,  Albert  Chevalier. 
At  our  last  meeting,  on  the  9th  inst.,  the  remainder  of 
our  rules  were  passed.  We  elected  two  more  members, 
viz.,  Mr.  De  B.  Green  and  Mr.  H.  Newman,  and  have 
several  to  ballot  for  next  week.  We  are  still  open  to 
receive  members.  Entrance  fee  2s.,  and  subscriptions 
2d.  per  week.  Applications  for  membership  to  be  sent 
to  W.  H.  Bryant,  12,  Russell  Grove,  Brixton,  S.W. 

Bridge  of  Allan  and  Stirling.— On  Saturday  last 
an  interesting  competition  was  held  on  Loch  Leven 
between  the  members  of  the  above  clubs,  when 
excellent  sport  was  got.  Eleven  competitors  engaged 
(three  boats  aside).  After  fishing  eight  hours  Bridge 
of  Allan  was  found  to  be  victorious.  The  following 
are  the  details— Bridge  op  Allan  (Sir  Walter  Scott) : 
F.  J.  Pullar,  thirteen  trout,  lllb.  2oz. ;  R.  T.  Annan, 
eight  trout,  91b.  5oz.  (Levina) ;  G.  R.  Ure,  twenty 
trout,  211b.  6oz.  ;  Dr.  Allnm,  eleven  trout,  101b.  8oz. 
(Lady  Lochleven) ;  J.  Dunlop,  thirteen  trout,  131b.  4oz.  ; 
Dr.  Robertson,  nine  trout,  91b.  7oz.  ;  total,  101 
trout,  961b.  5oz.  Stirling  (Lady  of  Lake) ;  C. 
Findlay,  ten  trout,  61b.  lloz.  ;  J.  B.  Smith,  five  trout, 
21b.  15oz.  (Mary  Livingston):  J.  F.  Mackie,  seven  trout, 
61b.  9oz. ;  P.  Drummond,  three  trout,  21b.  8oz.  (Mary 
Beaton) :  Hammons,  two  trout,  21b.  lOoz. ;  (plus,  one- 
fifth),  41b.  4oz.) ;  total,  twenty-seven  trout,  251b.  9oz. 
Majority  for  Bridge  of  Allan,  491b.  7oz.  Prizes  were 
also  awarded  to  Mr.  G.  R.  Ure  and  Mr.  J.  Dunlop  for 
the  heaviest  and  next  heaviest  basket  respectively, 
while  a  sweep  for  heaviest  trout  was  gained  by  Mr.  F.  J. 
Pullar  with  lib.  14oz.  The  above  competition  was  the 
most  successful  held  on  Loch  Leven  this  season. — Robt. 
B.  Laing. 

Cambridge  Priendly  Angling  Society,  Mason’s 
Arms,  Titch borne-street,  W.  —  The  fifteenth  annual 
dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  Anderton’s 
Hotel,  Fleet  -  street,  on  Wednesday  the  3rd,  and 
was  in  every  way  a  success,  over  eighty  members  and 
friends  partaking  of  a  most  excellent  dinner,  Mr.  E.  J. 
Allen  presided,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  Fitzgpbbon.  The  usual  ) 
toasts  were  all  enthusiastically  received.  Mr.  Crumplen 
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(“  Old  Izaak  ”)  had  a  most  hearty  reception,  he  respond¬ 
ing  for  the  press.  A  most  excellent  programme  of 
music  had  been  arranged.  The  following  among  others 
rendered  valuable  service,  viz.  :  Messrs.  Pocklington, 
Petchell,  Morris,  Butterfield,  Avon,  Wildey,  Langley. 
Hutchins,  and  last,  but  not  least,  Mr.  Tom  Simmonds 
(of  the  Moore  and  Burgess  Minstrels)  during  the  night 
the  following  promised  prizes  for  the  coming  season. 
Messrs.  Weldhen,  Scutt,  Allen,  Townsend,  Warsop, 
Carter,  Carvell,  Ramsay,  Hutchins,  Smith,  Welch, 
Vincent,  Lawler,  Godfrey  Cooper  (131,  High  Holborn), 
G.  W.  Scott,  Linton,  Morris,  Smales,  and  Newman 
Clark,  of  the  Anchor  Inn,  at  Henley-on-Thames.  The 
Committee  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  thos 
gentlemen  who  so  kindly  assisted  to  make  the  dinner 
the  success  it  undoubtedly  was. — W.  Sutton,  sec. 

City  of  Iiondon  and  Bising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  George  Tavern,  Brook-street,  Holborn  Bars. — 
We  have  vacancies  for  a  few  respectable  men  to  join  the 
above  ;  subscription,  3d.  per  week  for  active  members  ; 
honorary  members  five  shillings  per  annum,  which 
includes  privilege  card  and  a  right  to  fish  all  waters 
rented  by  the  Anglers’  Association.  Meeting  nights, 
Tuesdays  at  9.30. — F.  Castell,  see. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  S.E.— On  Monday  last  a  repre¬ 
sentative  meeting  of  anglers  was  held  at  the  club-room 
of  the  above  society,  when  T.  Crumplen,  of  the  Pisca¬ 
torials  and  the  City  Piscatorials,  presented  the  prizes 
won  by  Mr.  John  Oshorne  and  Mr.  Mr.  J.  W.  Biggs  in 
the  recent  Imperial  Silver  Cup  Competition,  viz.,  a 
sterling  silver  cup  value  £0  5s.  and  a  roach  i>ole. 
Several  gentlemen  present  were  evidently  of  an  opinion 
that  the  awards  were  not  “  O.K.,”  and  were  desirous  of 
opening  up  a  discussion  on  the  competition  in  general, 
and  were  also  loud  in  their  expressions  of  astonishment 
with  regard  to  the  sparse  attendance  of  the  committee. 
However,  Mr.  Crumplen  was  equal  to  the  occasion,  and 
overruled  the  objections,  remarking  that  the  meeting 
was  not  convened  for  the  purpose  of  awarding  prizes  or 
for  a  discussion  upon  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
competitors.  That  was  settled  and  could  not  be  opened 
up  again.  In  his  opinion  Mr.  Osborne  had  fairly  won 
the  cup,  and  in  this  he  was  supported  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  (Mr.  F.  E.  Longley),  a  telegram  from 
whom  was  read,  and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  Smith).  The 
prizes  were  then  duly  presented.  After  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  and  pianist  (Mr.  James  Husk)  the 
meeting  closed. — Replying  to  a  few  inquiries  I  regret 
that  there  were  no  more  jjrizes  forthcoming.  I  can 
only  say  that  I  am  not  surprised,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  and  the  why  and  the  wherefore  must  be 
obvious  to  all  concerned.  I  have  also  to  announce  that 
I  have  withdrawn  my  name  from  a  committee  who  are 
arranging  a  similar  contest  for  the  opening  of  the 
season  1893-4. — John  Smith,  hon.  sec.  to  the  City 
Piscatorials,  and  late  hon.  sec.  to  the  committee  of  the 
Imperial  Silver  Cup  Competition. 

Dalston  Angling'  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday,  the  9th,  we  had  a 
very  fair  attendance,  and  the  final  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  dinner.  Members  who  wish  to  be  present 
must  give  in  their  names  by  the  14th  inst.,  to  the 
secretary. — S.  Malby,  sec. 

East  London  Piscatorials. — At  the  general  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  which  took  place  last  Thursday, 
May  4,  the  books  were  audited  and  the  accounts  found 
satisfactory,  with  balance  in  hand.  Officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  W.  H.  Myers,  founder  of  the 
society  and  president  for  the  last  five  years,  gave  in  his 
resignation  of  the  presidentship.  The  secretary’s  office 
being  vacant  Mr.  Myers  offered  to  take  the  position 
instead,  but  the  members  re-elected  him  as  president  and 
secretary,  with  a  chairman  to  be  appointed  every  three 
months.  Other  officers  were  elected  to  hold  the  position 
they  held  last  year.  It  was  arranged  that  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes  and  a  supper  should  take  place  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  May  18.  Members  may  invite  a  visitor. — W.  M. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange- 
road,  S.E. — The  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  this  society 
was  held  on  the  4th  inst.,  the  president,  W.  Hunt,  Esq., 
in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having 
been  disposed  of,  Mr.  R.  Naylor  wa.s  nominated  an 
active  member,  and  will  be  balloted  for  at  the  next 
meeting.  The  report  and  balance-sheet  for  twelve 
months  ending  April  last  was  laid  before  the  members, 
and  showed  that,  after  paying  all  expenses  and  giving 
several  donations,  there  is  a  balance  in  the  treasurer’s 
hands  of  .£9  12s.  lljd.  Only  12s.  6d.  had  been  given  out 
of  the  funds  for  a  prize,  the  whole  of  the  prizes,  with 
that  exception,  having  been  gives  by  the  members — viz., 
Messrs.  Hunt,  Ryder,  Varney,  Farrow,  Tagg,  Wood, 
Curley,  Aldous,  Vernall,  J.  H.  Rich,  Green,  W.  Rich, 
Morrall,  and  Horton.  The  fish  weijhid-in  showed  an 
increase  on  the  previous  year  of  1081b.  15Joz.  Officers 
and  committee  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  re¬ 
elected — viz.,  president,  W.  Hunt,  Esq.  ;  vice-presi¬ 
dents,  Messrs.  Varney  and  Farrow  ;  treasurer,  E.  Ryder, 
Esq.  ;  committee,  Messrs.  Gibbons,  J.  H.  Rich,  W. 
Rich,  Tagg,  Aldous,  Curley,  Green,  and  Woolland  :  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  Kayes.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
having  been  accorded  to  the  officers,  committee,  and 
auditors  for  services  rendered  during  the  past  year,  the 
meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 

Great  Tarmcatli  Piscatorial  Society.— The 
eleventh  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
Tue-sday  evening  at  the  club-house,  the  Duke’s  Head 
Hotel.  Mr.  C.  G.  Baker  presided,  Mr.  H.  R.  Atkins 
being  in  the  vice  chair.  A  large  number  of  members 
were  present.  The  treasurer  (Mr.  L.  P.  Garrett),  in 
submitting  his  report  and  balance  sheet,  congratulated 
the  society  upon  its  financial  position,  the  receipts  for 
the  year  being  £,T2.  7s.  3d.,  and  expenditure  £171  2s.  lOd. 
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leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  society  of  ^£1  4g.  5d. 

The  report  and  balance-sheet  was  adopted,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  passed  to  Mr.  Garrett  for  his  services.  The 
secretary’s  report  was  of  an  interesting  character,  and 
showed  the  progress  which  has  been  made  during  the 
year,  and  other  matters,  the  same  being  adopted  with 
the  usual  thanks.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  officers  for  past 
services,  and  to  the  host  for  his  kindness,  were  accorded. 
The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  made 
as  follows  ;  President,  SirE.  Birkbeok,  Bart.,  D.L.,  J.P.  ; 
vice-presidents,  the  Mayor  (C.  H.  Wiltshire,  Esq.),  the 
Deputy-Mayor  (Prank  Burton,  Esq.),  H.  Fenner,  Esq., 
F.  Allen,  Esq.,  J.  H.  J.  Fortescue,  Esq.,  L.  B.  Garrett, 
Esq.,  A.  P.  Clowes,  Esq.  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  L.  T.  Garrett  • 
hen.  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Kirby :  auditors,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Harrison  and  Mr.  W.  M.  Johnson;  committee,  Messrs. 
Bond,  Bradshaw,  Buckingham,  Fullerton,  Isaac,  Milling¬ 
ton,  Platt,  Pratt,  and  Harrod.  The  meeting  was 
adjourned  for  a  week,  when  it  is  proposed  to  alter  the 
standard  for  sizeable  fish.  Visiting  anglers  will  be 
heartily  welcomed  at  the  meetings,  which  are  held 
every  Tuesday  evening  at  nine  o’clock,  when  any  informa¬ 
tion  as^  to  the  places  for  fishing,  &o. ,  will  be  given. — 
Wm.  Kirby,  hon.  sec. 

Greshain  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  Goodwin  presented  the  society  with  the 
second  volume  of  the  “  Eivers  of  England,”  for  which  he 
was  heartily  thanked.  Mr.  Close  reported  having  taken 
a  grayling,  some  trout,  and  dace  at  Hertford.  Mr.  H. 
Eichardson  (‘‘  Pluckie  Perche  ”)  read  a  very  humorous 
paper  called  “  Some  Bygone  Outings,”  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  him  for  so  doing  was  proposed  by  the  Eev.  E 
Meyer,  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Hearn,  and  carried 
unanimously.  On  Tuesday  next,  the  16th  inst..  at 
8.30  p.m..  Dr.  Brnnton  will  read  a  paper  entitled  “Why 
are  certain  baits,  artificial  and  natural,  occasionally 
found  to  be  played  out.”  Angling  friends  will  be  wei- 
come. — James  Tayler,  sec. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the  7th 
inst.  H.  Da  Costa  weighed-in  a  trout  just  over  IJlb.,  from 
the  Lea.  Tuesday  next.  May  16,  is  Annual  General 
Meeting  night.  Members  will  oblige  by  their  attend¬ 
ance. — E.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Izaak  Wailton  Angling  Society.  — The  Aunna.i 
General  Meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  the  17th  inst.,  at  9  o’clock  precisely,  on  which 
occasion  business  of  importance  will  be  placed  before 
the  members.  The  distribution  of  annual  and  special 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  the  24th  inst.— 
H.B. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society. — I  beg  to  inform  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  that  our  annual  distribution  will  take 
place  on  Monday  next.  The  supper  will  take  place  later, 
through  unavoidable  circumstances.  Donors  will 
greatly  oblige  by  forwarding  their  donation  by  above 
date.  Mr.  Irish  was  proposed  a  working  member,  and 
will  be  ballotted  for  in  the  usual  way  at  our  next  meet¬ 
ing. — W.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane.— Our  last 
week’s  meeting  was  fairly  well  attended,  and  one  new 
member  was  elected  and  one  nominated.  The  roach  in 
our  Knowsley  water  have  been  biting  pretty  freely 
lately,  and  they  are  now  beginning  to  give  signs  of  soon 
being  engaged  in  spawning  operations.  I  saw  the  trout 
hatchery  at  Knowsley  (Lord  Derby’s)  to-day,  and  young 
Hayward  has  got  many  thousands  of  fine  healthy 
fry  just  beginning  to  feed.  He  gives  them  midges,  and 
says  he  finds  this  food  answers  very  well  indeed,  as  the 
youngsters  take  to  them  quite  freely  and  naturally. 
This  is  a  new  idea  to  me,  but  I  saw  it  work  successfully 
as  the  tiny  fish  seemed  to  enjoy  taking  in  the  tiny  flies. 

I  also  saw  the  brood  fish,  and  a  fine  lot  they  were,  going 
up  from  21b.  to  41b.  The  hatchery  is  picturesquely 
situated,  and  is  well  worth  a  visit.  It  will  be  no  use 
going  a-fishing  at  Whitsuntide  unless  rain  comes  pretty 
plentifully,  and  of  this  there  are  no  signs  about  here.— 

E.  WOOLFAT.L. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road,  S.E. — A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday 
night.  May  11,  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  in  the  chair,  when 
arrangements  for  our  annual  dinner  on  Thursday,  June  8, 
were  made,  and  a  sub-committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Grimmett,  Matthews,  and  Crisp,  was  formed  to  con¬ 
sider  minor  details  in  connection  with  the  same. 
Messrs.  C.  Davis  and  A.  Chamness  were  elected  fishing 
members,  and  Mr.  Hole  was  elected  an  honorary  mem¬ 
ber.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  and  smoker  will 
toke  place  next  Thursday  at  8  sharp.  All  anglers  are 
invited. — A.  E.  Baldwin,  sec. 

North  London  Angling-  Club,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.  —  Last  Wednesday,  being  the  last 
meeting  night  of  the  year,  we  had  a  fair  muster  of 
members,  and  Mr.  Hayes  was  elected  auditor,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Mr.  Strong,  to  audit  the  accounts  for  the 
last  six  months.  The  secretary  will  be  at  the  club¬ 
house  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  to  meet  those  members 
who  were  not  present.  On  Wednesday  next  all  members 
are  requested  to  attend  to  hear  the  balance-sheet  read, 
and  the  auditors’  report  thereon,  and  to  decide  when  the 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  shall  take 
place. — H.  Stretch,  hon.  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — We  had  another  good  muster  on  Tuesday, 
and  several  prizes  were  forthcoming.  Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
next,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  pleasant  time  of  it. 
Dinner  tickets  are  2a.  6d.  each,  and  all  members  who 
are  going  to  dine  will  please  give  in  their  names  at  the 
club-house  not  later  than  Saturday  ;  also,  all  prizes  not 
yet  given  in  we  shall  be  pleased  to  have  as  soon  as 
possible.  Arthur  Chapman  was  elected  as  a  working 


member  ;  also  a  new  member  proposed.  The  books  were 
audited  by  Messrs.  Boxall  and  Jessop,  and  produced  a 
satisfactory  balance-sheet.  Our  annual  brake  outing  is 
arranged  for  June  18,  when  we  shall  journey  to  Hare- 
field  (tickets  3s.)  Mr.  Jessop  gave  lOs.  6d.  as  a  second 
prize  for  that  day’s  outing.  Mr.  Brown  gave  10s.  6d. 
for  the_  largest  trout  any  time. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.  -To  give  the  above  club 
a  good  start  we  have  decided  to  give  a  smoking  concert, 
to  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  30.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  by  our  President,  E.  W.  Hatherley,  Esq.,  vice, 
W.  Spencer,  Esq.  Members  and  friends  are  requested 
to  turn  up  in  full  force.  By  so  doing  they  will  greatly 
oblige,  R.  Pyne,  sec. 

Pontefract  Piscatorial  Society,  Pontefract 
Castle,  Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  W.  —  Mr.  H. 
Goldsworthy,  late  chairman  of  the  society,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  capture,  on  May  10,  in  the  Lea,  at  Hert¬ 
ford,  a  trout  of  6Jlb.,  in  splendid  condition.  This  is 
the  heaviest  trout  which  has  been  taken  by  any  member 
of  the  club  since  its  formation. — A.  S.,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur.  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  several  nice  trout.  I  hope  members  will 
attend  on  Wednesday  next  for  important  bn.siness.  The 
return  visit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society 
will  take  on  the  15th  inst.,  when  I  hope  all  clubs  will 
give  them  a  bumper. — J.  W.  Harris,  sec. 

Koyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— We  met  last  Wednesday  and 
got  through  a  good  deal  of  business,  and  had  a  very 
good  muster.  A  general  meeting  will  be  called  for  the 
24th  inst.,  of  which  members  will  receive  a  notice.  Our 
list  of  members  is  gradually  growing  larger,  and  we 
made  another  honorary  member  last  Wednesday.  Our 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 
the  first  Wednesday  in  June.  Any  member  intending 
to  be  present  will  oblige  by  sending  in  his  name  to — 
W.  E.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

South  Loudon  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road,  S.E. — We  hold  our  annual 
dinner  on  Wednesday  next,  the  17th  inst.,  in  the  club- 
room,  at  8  o’clock.  Mr.  G.  H.  Field  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
Stevens,  vice. — J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  Visiting  List. — The  next  visit  on 
this  list  will  be  to  the  Peckham  Brothers’  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  Prince  Albert,  East  Surrey  Grove, 
Peckham,  on  Monday,  the  15th.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.  — Tuesday  next.  May  16, 
special  meeting  to  make  final  arrangements  for  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  and  other  business.  Supper 
takes  place  on  Thursday,  May  18.  Members  in  arrears 
must  clear  books  by  'Tuesday  next.  16th. — H.  Neave. 

Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on 
the  9th.  Two  new  members  were  proposed,  Mr.  Gaun, 
working  member ;  Mr.  Dawson,  senior  honorary  member. 
Mr.  Clugg  was  unanimously  re-elected  secretary ;  Mr. 
Betts,  chairman  ;  Mr.  Howser,  vice-chairman,  and  the 
usual  routine  of  the  business  followed.  The  distribu¬ 
tion  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  the  16th,  when  I  hope 
to  see  all  present.  During  the  evening  we  were  favoured 
with  the  company  of  three  gentleman  from  the  Horse- 
ferry  Angling  Society.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join, 
apply  at  the  above  on  any  Tuesday  evening. — H.  C. 


Whitsuntide  Holiday  Arrangements  1893. — The 
Great  Eastern  Eailway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Saturday,  May  20,  from  Liver- 
pool-street  to  Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Manchester, 
York,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Dur¬ 
ham,  Newcastle,  &c.,  also  to  the  principal  towns  in  the 
counties  of  Cambridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  &c.  A  special 
booking  office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street 
station  from  May  15  to  20  for  the  issue  of  tourist,  fort¬ 
nightly,  and  Friday  to  Tuesday  tickets  to  the  seaside 
and  the  Broads  district  for  use  on  forward  dates. 
Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  at  the  company’s  West- 
end  booking  offices,  61,  Eegent-street,  215,  Edgware- 
road,  and  .M,  New  Oxford-street,  and  at  their  other 
City  and  West-end  offices.  Additional  relieving  trains 
will  be  run  on  Friday  and  Saturday  to  Colchester, 
Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  Lowe¬ 
stoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c.  On  Friday  a  special  train 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  and  Cromer,  at  1.20  p.m.,  and  on  Saturday 
special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street,  at  4.0  p.m., 
for  Clacton  and  Walton,  and  at  4.0  and  8.3  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft.  Also  for  the  accommodation 
of  persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  Saturday,  special  midnight  trains  will  leave 
Liverpool-street,  at  11.55  p.m.,  for  Norwich,  viA  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  at  12.25  night  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  vid,  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inter¬ 
mediate  stations.  On  Bank  Holiday  excursion  trains 
will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and  Fenchurch-street 
by  their  new  route  to  Southend-on-Sea  and  Burnham- 
on-Crouch ;  from  Liverpool-street  to  Clacton,  Walton, 
Harwich,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  and  Ely;  and  from  St. 
Pancras  to  Yarmouth,  Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion 
tickets  will  be  issued  b.y  all  trains  to  Epping  Forest, 
Broxbourne,  and  Eye  House.  A  special  service  of 
trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  at  frequent 
intervals  to  Chingford,  Loughton,  Broxbourne,  and  Eye 
House  ;  from  Fenchurch-street  to  Chingford  and  Lough- 
ton,  and  from  Gospel  Oak  to  Chingford.  For  the 
accommodation  of  business  people  wishing  to  return  to 
London  early  Tuesday  morning  a  special  train  will  be 
run  from  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Clacton,  &c.,  due  at 
Liverpool-street  at  9.1  a.m. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  TKanies. — General  Eemarks. — The  river, 
through  the  continued  drought,  is  still  low  and  bright, 
and  yet  some  of  the  anglers  have  been  fortunate 
amongst  the  trout.  My  old  friend,  Mr.  Edwin  Danger- 
field,  who  selects  Hampton  as  his  “happy  hunting 
ground,”  writes  this  morning  to  tell  me  that  on  Saturday 
last  he  got  another  handsome  fish,  making  his  third  this 
season.  Then,  again,  Mr.  Lely,  as  will  be  seen  on 
reference  to  the  reports,  has  secured  no  less  than  six 
trout  up  to  Monday  last,  and,  as  he  is  a  devoted  angler, 
he  will  in  all  probability  before  the  week  is  out  make  some 
further  additions.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  is  continually 
increasing  his  number,  although  from  memory  just  now 
I  cannot  exactly  state.  George  Eosewell,  of  Shepperton, 
has  also  made  a  good  “list  of  killed”  amongst  his 
numerous  clients.  Altogether  the  trout  fishers  in  the 
Lower  Thames,  considering  the  difficulties  in  the 
weather  and  condition  of  the  water  have  done 
remarkably  well,  and,  as  all  anglers  know,  the  trout 
are  a  very  dificult  fish  to  catch  at  the  best  of 
times.  I  am  glad  to  to  be  able  to  report  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  has  closed  a  very  success¬ 
ful  financial  year  up  to  April  30  last,  and  it  is  most 
desirable  there  should  be  a  good  balance  at  the  bankers 
at  that  time,  as  there  is  so  little  regular  money  coming 
in  during  the  next  eight  months,  with  regular  payments 
going  on  each  week.  It  is  also  satisfactory  to  know  the 
angling  clubs  possessing  collecting  boxes  are  on  the 
increase,  both  in  number  and  in  the  amount  of  contri¬ 
butions.  Last  year  there  were  fourteen  clubs  respond¬ 
ing  in  this  way,  and  in  the  present  year  there  are 
twenty.  Although,  even  then,  out  of  at  least  two 
hundred  clubs,  it  is  a  very  small  proportion.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society  have  come  out  the 
largest  in  amount,  but  a  similar  response  cannot  be 
expected  from  all.  Take,  for  instance,  the  Sundial 
Angling  Society,  whose  members  are  all  bank  anglers ; 
their  response,  made  all  in  coppers,  is  a  most  praise¬ 
worthy  result.  The  new  “Blue  Book  ”  will  give  the 
complete  list. — -B. 

Upper  Thames.— Although  the  weather  is  so  extra¬ 
ordinarily  dry,  the  springs  evidently  have  still  a  lot  of 
go  in  them,  and  the  river  shows  little  diminution  of 
volume  and  current.  For  trout  work,  I  do  not  know 
that  the  water  could  be  in  better  trim,  and  fish  are 
showing  in  all  the  likely  and  looked  after  portions  of  the 
Upper  Thames,  and  the  dearth  of  catches  is  simply  con¬ 
sequent  upon  the  absence  of  adepts  in  trout  fishing. 
Mr.  Brown,  out  with  Bob  Young,  has  been  giving  the 
Hambledon  and  Medmenham  districts  a  good  combing, 
but,  although  successful,  I  believe,  in  one  or  two  in¬ 
stances,  he  has  not  approached  his  first  love  of  91b.  odd. 
Mr.  E.  Jackson’s  three  takeable  fish  in  one  day  last 
week,  and  another  the  following  morning,  in  the  Marlow 
district,  will,  as  a  record,  take  a  lot  of  beating.  Wind 
daily  strong  from  the  east,  but  fortunately  anglers  are 
seldom  shorn  lambs,  and  can  stand  such  a  breeze  with¬ 
out  feeling  it  much  of  a  blow. — ^Maelow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet).— The  river  is  getting  lower 
than  ever  and  matters  are  getting  hopeless  ;  it  is  abso¬ 
lutely  no  use  fishing  such  days  as  we  are  having  till 
nearly  sunset.  I  have  been  out  two  or  three  times  after¬ 
noon  and  evening;  seen  some  fine  fish  rise,  and  my 
patrons  have  had  a  run  or  two,  but  the  trout  do  not 
come  as  if  they  meant  business.  I  regret  one  took  the 
tackle  away  with  him  yesterday  evening.  A  gentleman 
caught  one  in  old  Windsor  weir  on  the  7th  inst.,  3ilb. — 

G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Hampton).— Mr.  E.  Dangerfield,  of 
Clapham,  writes  ;  ”  I  have  some  more  good  news  to 
send  you,  that  I  caught  another  splendid  trout  at 
Hampton  on  Saturday  last  weighing  71b.  4oz.,  on  very 
fine  tackle  fishing  in  a  private  boat  by  myself,  and  laud¬ 
ing  the  fish  without  any  assistance.  This  is  my  third 
fish  this  season.” 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).—Mr.  Lely,  fishing  at 
the  Hampton  Court  Weir  on  Saturday  last,  took  a  fine 
trout  of  71b.  in  splendid  condition.  Mr.  Creswick,  fish¬ 
ing  at  Hampton  Court  Weir,  took  a  small  trout  of  4lb. 
spinning  with  artificial  bait. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island).— Water  still  very  low 
and  bright.  I  have  only  heard  of  one  trout  being  taken 
at  Maidenhead.  If  this  weather  continues,  I  am  afraid 
the  prospects  are  not  very  favourable  for  trout  fishing. 

I  have  no  doubt  in  the  opening  season  there  will  be  more 
trout  caught  (barbel  fishing  with  worms)  than  there  will 
be  before  the  opening  day. — E.  Hlummer.  sen. 

Thames  (Shepperton).— Mr.  F.  Wilkinson,  of 
Barnes,  fishing  at  Shepperton  Weir,  landed  a  magnificent 
trout  of  6^1b.  ;  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  at  the  same  time 
got  possession  of  a  little  beauty  of  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wilson, 
fishing  with  George  Eosewell,  goca  nice  trout  of  6|lb. 

Thames  (Staines).— Mr.  F.  Tomlin,  fishing  with 
Charles  Howe,  hooked  two  trout  and  landed  one  of 
31b.— B. 

Thames  (Sunbnry).— Mr.  Lely  in  addition  to  the 
trout  taken  at  Hampton  Court,  whilst  fishing  at  the 
Snnbury  Weir  on  Friday  last,  took  two  very  handsome 
trout,  one  of  51b.  and  another  of  4flb.  Mr.  Buck  has 
taken  a  trout  of  31b.,  which  he  re  earned  to  the  river 
again ;  and  Mr.  J.  Baynes  also  got  one  of  31b. 

Thames  (Weybridge).— Mr.  W.  B.  Leaf,  fishing 
with  Herbert  Carr,  has  added  to  his  list  of  captures  a 
small  trout  of  31b. 

Windsor  District. — The  river  here  is  fast  assuming 
a  most  unhealthy  sickly  appearance,  and  should  think  all 
the  pup®,  larv®,  &o.,  has  hatched  out.  We  get  myriads 
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every  night  committing  enicide  in  the  g^as  as  soon  as 
alight.  May-flies,  Grannoms,  Alders,  Yellow  Sallys,  &c., 
areont  in  quantities.  The  few  swallows  there  are  about 
must  be  under  the  impression  they  are  late,  as  never 
before  have  they  had  such  a  feed  on  arrival  at  these 
inhospitable  shores,  as  a  rule  at  this  time  of  year,  as 
this  season  their  little  crops  must  be  full  to  repletion. 
It  is  a  pity  the  Thames  trout  has  so  much  small  fry  to 
feed  on,  he  would  then  be  a  better  riser  to  the  fly.  I 
have  watched  plenty  of  good  fly  go  over  them,  but  they 
will  not  have  them.  I  once  coaxed  one  into  taking  a 
cockchafer,  but  the  second  one  he  dropped  smart. — B.  E. 
Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — The  drought  still  continues, 
and  the  bright  sunshine  brings  forward  legions  of  aquatic 
flies,  that  are  usually  quite  a  month  later.  The  Black 
Gnat,  Hawthorn,  and  Alder  were  well  out  at  the  end  of 
April,  and  still  continue.  A  few  of  the  June  delicate 
Duns,  usually  made  of  the  Dotterel  feather,  may  now  be 
added  to  the  above.  Little  or  no  fishing  is  going  on.  I 
have  only  been  out  once. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Comisli  Streams. — A  couple  of  fine  peal  have  been 
taken  in  the  Fowey,  the  first  by  Nichols,  of  Lostwithiel, 
and  the  other  by  a  gentleman  staying  in  that  town. 
They  weighed  111b.  and  81b.  Peal  in  considerable 
numbers  are  in  the  estuaries,  and  if  rain  should  come 
they  would  run  into  the  upper  waters.  It  is  the  first 
run  of  sea  trout  that  is  responsible  for  the  greatest 
stock  of  parr.  Some  very  fair  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  taken  during  the  week,  the  anglers  dapping  with 
the  natural  “  Tab-fly  ”  and  Hawthom-fly.  Best  baskets 
five  dozen,  three  dozen  and  three,  and  two  dozen  and 
four  in  a  Fowey  tributary,  and  two  dozen  and  six  and 
two  dozen  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Camel. — Bodmin. 

Daren th  (Famin^Bam). — There  has  not  been 
many  fish  taken  this  week,  owing  to  the  weather.  There 
was  a  very  good  fish,  6Jlb.,takenatHartonon  Tuesday, 
but  not  with  a  fly. — A.  E.  Stone. 

Dee  (Corwen). — The  river  is  very  low ;  all  the 
small  tributaries  dried  up.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Sandeman 
had  a  very  nice  basket  of  trout  in  the  evening.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday  F.  Wood  had  3^1b.  Fishing  is  no  good  till  we 
have  a  flood. — Alwen. 

Don  and  Tributaries. — Eiain  still  wanted.  Mr. 
Twigge  (Allow)  got  eight  brace  of  trout  weighing  71b.  on 
Monday  last  with  the  fly — a  Dark  Dun — these  from  the 
Hemore  Brook  at  Allow.  Nothing  much  doing  on  Don. 
Eain  is  promised  by  the  weather-wise  -may  it  come  is 
the  prayer  of  anglers  here. 

East  and  West  Cleddan  (Fembrokesbire). — 

The  rivers  are  very,  very  low,  and  only  a  few  small 
trout  taken  by  worm,  by  early  morning  fishing. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  Whitsuntide  anglers  need  not 
yet  despair.  The  change  of  wind  from  east  to  south¬ 
west  promises  well  for  rain.  The  rivers  are  very  foul, 
and  provide  so  much  bottom  feed  that  trout  will  not  rise 
freely.  Besides,  a  spate  is  much  needed  to  clear  out  the 
salmon  fry.  Sea-trout  are  showing  more  freely,  but  will 
not  face  the  dirty  river,  the  filthy  state  of  which  below 
Carlisle  cannot  be  altogether  set  down  to  the  drought. — 
Silver-grey. 

Esk  (Whitby)  . — The  river  continues  to  be  in  a  low 
and  dead  state,  owing  to  the  long  continued  drought. 
Practically  speaking,  there  is  no  sport  at  all,  only  a  few 
odd  trout  having  been  caught  with  the  March  Brown 
and  the  Blue  Dun.  A  great  many  of  the  salmon  and 
salmon  trout,  previously  reported  as  blocking  the  river, 
have  got  their  freedom  by  the  opening  of  the  locks  at 
Euswarp  Mill  Dam.  Large  quantities  have  died  in  the 
river,  many  of  them  spotted  with  fungi.  Below  the 
Euswarp  Mill  Dam,  just  in  the  tideway,  considerable 
quantities  of  salmon  have  been  found  dead,  many  of 
^em  with  their  skulls  fractured  and  their  backs  broken 
— killed,  evidently,  by  the  mill-wheel  in  their  passage 
from  the  dam  through  the  race  to  the  river.  About  150 
of  these  salmon  are  being  used  as  manure. — Jno.  J. 
Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Another  week  of  lovely 
weather,  rather  too  lovely  for  fishermen.  The  water  is 
getting  almost  microscopic,  and  the  trout  are,  of  course, 
frightfully  shy.  A  few  have  been  had,  by  careful  fishing, 
on  the  Brampford  and  Thorverton  waters,  and  on  the 
home  water.  That  “  trout  terrifier,”  Bro.  Kelley,  again 
takes  first  honours,  with  a  handsome  fish  of  3.^1b.  I  am 
not  at  liberty  to  give  the  exact  locality,  but  anyone 
desirous  of  seeing  “J.  A.  K.”  on  the  spot,  must  be 
moving  with  the  lark.  On  the  Greedy,  Mr.  Shep¬ 
herd  has  had  a  brace  or  two  ot  trout,  and 
several  very  decent  eels.  Many  of  our  anglers 
have  been  trying  them,  and  some  very  fair  bags 
have  resulted,  several  of  the  fish  going  from 
ilb.  to  lib.  each.  I  had  a  run  over  a  couple  of 
miles  or  so  of  the  Greedy  yesterday,  but  three  or  four 
hours  hard  flogging  only  produeed  a  modest  brace,  both 
coming  at  the  “  Silver  Blue.”  Walking  along  the  quay 
and  Ganal  side  a  few  days  since  I  was  struck  with  the 
sight  of  a  small  army  of  roach  and  perch  fishermen  (t) 
assiduously  plying  the  rod  in  a  cool  and  unconcerned 
manner,  which  one  could  only  attribute  to  blissful 
ignorance  of  Mundella  and  close  times.  I  fear  the  Mun- 
della  Act,  if  not  quite  obsolete,  is  in  a  decidedly  quies¬ 
cent ’’state  in  this  district,  as  our  council,  in  spite  of 
issuing  tickets  to  fish  canal,  bearing  date  from  June  15 
to  March  15,  allow  these  irrepressible  Waltonians  to 
ignore  the  law  with  impunity.  In  fairness  to  that 
section,  and  I  hope  the  larger  one,  who  respect  and 
observe  the  rules  laid  down,  I  certainly  think  the  council 
should  take  some  steps  to  stop  the  ”  go  as  you  please  ” 
style  now  dominant. — Eed  Palmer. 

Idle  (North  Notts).  —  The  month  of  May  gene¬ 
rally  brings  a  fair  amount  of  trout  fishing  for  the 
angler  in  this  district.  Some  of  the  clubs  in  the  forest 
distriots  do  not  begin  operations  until  the  first  of  May, 


and  many  of  those  who  are  not  in  clubs  adopt  the  same 
date  to  begin  operations.  Others,  however,  pay  little 
respect  to  fixed  times  for  commencing.  Anglers  this 
year  complain  that  the  waters  are  too  low  and  fine  for 
good  fishing.  Certainly  the  country  is  very  dry,  but 
the  streams  might  be  worse.  The  early  spring  and  the 
bright  weather  is  bringing  out  plenty  of  flies,  and  there 
is  a  good  rise  of  fish  in  the  morning  and  evening.  I  can 
only  imagine  the  conditions  to  be  unfavourable  for  the 
bottom  fisher  and  the  spinner,  but  anglers  will  do  well 
to  give  themseves  more  to  fly-fishing.  In  the  Southwell 
district  only  flies  are  allowed,  and  if  such  were  the  case 
on  the  Idle  we  should  socn  have  some  really  good 
fishing. — L. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry). — 

Although  the  weather  is  most  unfavourable  to  good 
sport,  on  Monday,  May  3,  Messrs.  Boydell  and  Eogers 
took  twenty-five  fish,  weighing  171b.  8oz.  E.  Middleton 
Biddulph,  Esq.,  seven  ;  Col.  Clarke,  seven  nice  fish,  half 
day  ;  Capt.  Godwin,  E.A.,  six  ;  Dr.  'Trinder,  eight  ;  Eev. 
L.  Garnett  and  Eev.  F.  E.  Burnside,  fourteen ;  Dr. 
Withers,  ten ;  Mr.  E.  L.  Garnett,  limit  (twenty  fish)  ; 
Capt.  €i.rnett,  ten  ;  Dr.  Irvin,  ten  ;  Mr.  Wingfield, 
three  ;  Mr.  S.  Garnett,  eleven.  Thursday,  May  4,  Capt. 
Goodwin,  E.A.,  fourteen  fish  :  Capt.  Garnett,  eight,  best 
fish  lib.  8oz. ;  Dr.  Irvin,  six;  Messrs  Wingfield, twelve  ; 
Dr.  Withers  eight ;  Messrs.  Boydell  and  Eogers,  four  ; 
Mr.  Parker,  six ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Edwards,  eleven ;  Mr. 
E.  L.  Garnett,  thirteen.  Friday,  May  5, Capt.  GJoodwin, 
E.A.,  limit  (twenty  fish),  Capt.  Garnett,  eighteen ; 
Eev.  F.  E.  Burnside  and  Mr.  S.  Garnett, 
ten;  Mr.  E.  L.  Garnett,  limit  (twenty  fish);  Messrs. 
Boydell  and  Eogers,  twenty-six,  weighing  Itllb.,  best 
11b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Parker,  thirteen  ;  Dr.  Irvin,  eleven  ; 
Mr.  Middleton  Biddulph  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Elwards,  ten. 
Saturday,  May  6,  Capt.  Goodwin,  E.A.,  limit,  twenty 
fish;  Mr.  Parker,  fifteen.  Monday,  May  8,  Mr.  Law¬ 
rence,  sixteen  fish ;  Dr.  Clements,  four ;  Messrs.  Towns¬ 
end  and  Wickham,  six ;  Hon.  G.  Pierrepont,  two. 
Tuesday,  May  9,  a  bright  sunny  day  ;  Messrs.  Towns¬ 
end  and  Wickham,  eighteen.  Wednesday,  May  10, 
Capt.  Hay  hurst  France,  eleven  ;  Miss  de  Satge,  four  ; 
Mr.  Wickham,  twelve  ;  Mr.  Townsend,  six  ;  Messrs. 
Eobinson,  seven,  best  fish,  11b.  8oz.  ;  Gen.  Tower,  three  ; 
Mr.  Farthing,  seven ;  Hon.  C.  Hill  Trevor,  seven.  In 
five  days  Mr.  E.  L,  Garnett  took  ninety-three  fish.  Best 
flies  Greenwell’s  Glory,  Alders,  and  Mallard  and  Eed. 

Lea. — Wonderful  weather  still  continues,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  wonder  where  the  water  supply  of  the 
river  comes  from.  There  must  be  some  almost  in¬ 
exhaustible  springs  up  the  Lea  valley,  for  there  is  but 
little  apparent  diminution  in  the  supply  ;  of  course,  the 
water  is  clearer,  but  there  is  still  a  good  flow.  Fly 
fishermen  have  been  doing  fairly  well  amongst  the  chub 
and  dace  ;  one  of  them  on  Tuesday  last  week,  when  fish¬ 
ing  Gimes’s  Higham  Hill  water,  hooked  and  played  a 
nice  trout  of  about  31b.,  but  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
lose  it  when  close  to  the  landing  net.  I  have  read  that 
a  trout  of  9ilb.  was  taken  early  on  Monday  this  week. 
I  hope  this  statement  can  be  verified,  as  it  would  esta¬ 
blish  a  very  high  record  for  the  Lea,  or,  in  fact,  for 
any  river.  The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  of  the 
Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Club  will  take  place  at  the 
Globe,  Fore-street,  Edmonton,  on  Tuesday  next.  May 
16 ;  there  will  also  be  a  smoking  concert  at  which  all 
visitors  will  be  cordially  welcomed.  I  hear  that  the 
Hounsfield  Otters  will  have  a  similar  entertainment  on 
the  same  evening. — Spliced  Joint. 

Luggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  low  and  bright,  and  rain  is  wanted  to 
freshen  them  up.  They  are  in  fair  order  for  fishing, 
especially  in  the  evening,  when  the  fish  move  better  and 
take  the  fly  well.  The  best  flies  are  the  Grey  Spinner, 
Brown  Spinner,  Orl,  Governor,  Cowdung,  Grannom, 
Yellow  Dun,  and  Hare’s  Ear.  Minnow  fishing  has  been 
dull.  The  fish  are  evidently  feeding  on  the  bottom  on 
the  cad  bait.  The  May-fly  or  Caddow  should  be  up  early 
this  year,  when  some  good  trout  will  be  landed.  Sport 
in  the  Lugg  good.  The  Pinsley  is  now  low  and  clear  ; 
little  fishing  done  in  it  lately.— Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Eivers  low  and  clear.  Bright  cloudless  days,  with  wind 
N.  or  E  ,  causes  fishing  to  be  at  a  standstill ;  scarcely 
any  rods  out,  and  then  only  for  the  evening.  Till  rain 
comes  there  will  be  little  c  nance  of  improvement.  Flies 
are  plentiful  and  varied — Orl  or  Alder,  Yellow  Dun, 
Stone,  and  Orange  Palmer  for  day,  and  Yellow  Dun, 
Owls,  Spinners,  and  Coachman  for  evening.  There  are 
many  indications  that  the  May-fly  will  appear  excep¬ 
tionally  early  this  season.  Mr.  E.  C.  Foster’s  otter 
hounds  paid  us  a  visit  on  Saturday  last,  and  had  a 
capital  day’s  sport.  Commencing  at  Kingsland  Bridge, 
were  quickly  on  a  drag,  and  found  about  half  a  mile 
above,  and,  after  hunting  for  about  three  hours,  killed 
near  the  mill  a  fine  dog  otter  of  about  211b.  We  are 
promised  another  visit  of  this  pack  in  the  near  future. — 
E.  T.  Williams. 

Penzance  (Cornwall). — Sea  Fishing. —  Pier 
anglers  are  only  having  poor  sport.  The  south-east 
winds  are  very  unfavourable  for  inshore  fishing.  The 
mackerel  boats  have  done  well  so  far  this  season. — 
H.  J.  Harland. 

Scarborough. —  Sea  Fishing. — Small  fish  are 
very  abundant— “  Pars  ” — billet,  and  plaice.  Pier 
anglers  are  having  a  fair  amount  of  sport,  but  boat 
angling  in  the  bay  is  only  poor. — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  drought  still,  con¬ 
tinues,  and  angling,  during  the  day  time,  has  been  as 
unsatisfactory  as  it  could  well  be.  There  are  some 
salmon  in  the  river,  but  there  are  few  fresh  run  fish, 
owing  to  the  impoverished  state  of  the  streams.  Mr.  J. 
A.  Fisher,  of  Shrewsbury,  however,  landed  a  very  good 
salmon  on  Saturday,  May  6,  weighing  8Jlb.,  but 


unfortunately  lost  another  very  good  one  after  a  hard 
struggle.  The  fish,  which  broke  a  steel  wire  trace,  was 
judged  to  be  a  salmon  of  181b.  or  201b. — Piscator. 

Severn,  'Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llauymy- 
nech).— Angling  in  these  rivers  is  still  atadiscount,  and 
will  continue  so  until  we  have  rain.  To  make  amends 
to  anglers,  the  weather  is  exceptionally  favourable  for 
otter  hunting,  which  animals,  after  pike  and  poachers, 
are  the  greatest  enemies  anglers  have  to  contend  with  ; 
and  they  will  hear  with  great  pleasure  that  Mr.  Buck¬ 
ley’s  otter  hounds  had  most  splendid  sport  this  season, 
and  have  already  accounted  for  ten  otters.  The  last 
of  these  was  killed  in  the  Cain  on  Thursday  last,  just 
above  Pontyprwyn  Bridge,  between  Llansantffraid  and 
Llanfechan,  after  a  most  exciting  chase  of  one  hour  and 
twenty  minutes.  When  weighed,  he  drew  down  the 
scale  at  201b.,  and  his  pole,  or  tail,  measured  18in.  in 
length. — Vyrnv?y. 

Sussex  Rivers. — Still  bloweth  the  east  wind,  and 
although  rain  has  threatened,  it  still  holds  off.  Streams 
are  getting  so  low  that  in  some  districts  the  mills  are 
stopped.  Trout  are  scarce  in  the  Fletching  district. 
Streams  from  which  a  few  seasons  since  I  have  obtained 
from  six  to  eight  brace  a  day  are  now  trontless.  Lading 
has  been  carried  on  in  the  pools,  and  it  will  be  waste  of 
time  for  trout  fishermen  to  visit  this  quarter.  Eoaching 
has  been  successful  on  the  Ouse,  and  chub  have  been 
taken  both  by  fly  and  daping,  or  dibbing,  as  they  term 
it.  Dace  are  rising  to  fly  on  the  Adur,  but  we  must 
wait  until  the  season  opens  on  this  river.  A  quantity 
of  mallet  and  bass  are  at  the  entrance  of  both  Little- 
hampton  and  Chichester  harbours.  A  few  mullet  have 
been  taken  with  ragworm,  one  weighed  21b.  2oz. — 
G.  F. Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  is 
exceedingly  low  and  fly  fishing  quite  in  abeyance.  We 
have  scarcely  had  a  drop  of  rain  for  two  months. — H. 

Teme  (Houghton). — In  this  part  the  water  is  very 
low  and  clear,  but  no  good  sport  has  been  had  or  will  be 
till  there  is  a  flush  of  water.  The  keepers  have  been 
busy  again,  and  some  more  men  have  been  caught  in  the 
Eiver  Stour,  a  tributary  of  the  Teme,  using  a  gaff  for 
taking  trout,  and  proceedings  will  be  taken  against 
them. — K. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  low.  The  rain  of  last  week  freshened 
the  water  up  for  a  short  time,  but  it  soon  ran  off.  The 
best  time  for  fishing  is  in  the  morning  or  late  in  the 
evening.  A  good  few  angleis  have  been  out  on  the 
water,  and  good  sport  has  been  had.  The  best  flies  are 
the  Blue  Dun,  Pale  Blue,  Brown  and  Eed  Spinners,  Orl, 
Governor,  Hare’s  Ear,  and  Stoney-fly.  Bottom  fishers 
have  been  busy  with  the  red  worm,  and  sport  has  been 
good.  With  the  minnow  sport  has  been  slow  this  week. 
On  Saturday  the  water  in  the  Ludford  district  was 
fished  with  the  fly,  and  a  nice  dish  of  trout  were  landed. 
The  Oakley  Park  water  has  been  opened  for  the  season, 
and  the  tickets  sent  out  restrict  the  fishing  to  fly-fishing 
only.  In  this  water  a  large  quantity  of  young  fry  have 
been  put,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  very  good.  In 
the  Ashford  district  some  nice  trout  have  been  landed 
with  the  Blue  Dun  and  Orl.  Under  Whitcliffe  no  less 
than  six  pike  were  seen  one  day  close  by  the  bank  side, 
the  largest  would  scale  about  101b.  On  Tuesday  near 
the  Folly*  some  nice  trout  were  taken  with  the  worm. 
Above  Bromfield  there  is  a  regular  host  of  cranes,  and  we 
are  informed  that  they  are  reared  on  one  estate.  This 
must  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  to  the  fishing  in  this 
part.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low 
and  clear.  In  the  Corve  the  fish  have  been  moving  well 
at  the  worm,  and  several  good  lots  of  trout  over  11b 
each  have  been  taken.  In  the  Ony  and  Clun  sport  is 
quiet  until  more  rain  comes  to  freshen  up  the  water. — S. 
(Ludlow). 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  low  and  clear,  and  in  fair  order  for  angling. 
In  the  evening  the  fish  have  been  rising  well  at  the  Orl, 
Governor,  Blues,  and  Spinners,  and  some  very  fair  sized 
trout  have  been  taken.  In  the  water,  on  Tuesday,  a 
nice  dish  of  fish  were  landed  above  the  town.  The  Eea, 
Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear  ;  sport  in 
them  quiet  at  present. — -Worcester. 

Upper  Dden. — Very  little  sport  has  been  obtained 
since  the  opening  of  the  season,  owing  principally  to 
the  low  and  clear  state  of  the  river,  and  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time  angling  has  been  practically  at  a  standstill. 
A  good  many  grayling  have  been  caught  by  fly-fishers, 
and  although  the  fish  are  not  now  in  season,  their 
presence  in  fair  numbers  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
recent  efforts  to  propagate  the  species  in  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Eden  have  been  fairly  successful. 

IJsk  (at  Usk). — A  few  trout  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  past  week  with  the  fly  in  the  evening  and 
have  been  lucky  enough  to  obtain  some  very  fair  size 
trout.  Trout  are  beginning  to  be  shy  of  worm  fishing  in 
the  day,  and  only  very  small  numbers  have  been  cap¬ 
tured.  A  fine  otter  of  161b.  was  killed  on  Tuesday 
at  Llansoor,  near  Caerleon,  by  Mr.  A.  Evans’  otter 
hounds. 

•WKitby.  —Sea  and  Eiver  Fishing. — Angling  in  the 
tidal  river  for  white  fish  has  commenced  rather  earlier 
than  usual  this  year.  Pennocks  and  dabs  are  tolerably 
plentiful  in  the  river,  and,  accordingly,  some  very  good 
sport  is  to  be  had,  fishing  from  the  various  piers, 
quays,  and  jetties.  In  the  roads  there  has  not  been 
much  doing,  but  there  is  sure  to  be  plenty  of  fish  of  all 
descriptions  later  on.  The  local  sea  fishermen  have 
already  commenced  netting  for  herrings,  and  a  few  small 
samples  have  been  landed.  Crabs  and  lobsters  are  very 
plentiful,  though  the  quality  is  not  yet  quite  up  to  the 
mark. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

Tare  (Norwich). — Still  no  rain  in  our  parts;  a 
fall  would  undoubtedly  do  much  good  to  angling  in- 
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terests.  Of  course  there  is  not  much  doint'  just  now  as 
many  local  fishers  do  not  commence  till  the  end  of  June 
or  the  beginning  of  July,  still  I  met  a  friend  yesterday 
and  he  told  me  he  had  caught  about  forty  roach,  averag¬ 
ing  over  1  lb.  each,  and  several  other  catches  of  no  im¬ 
portance  have  been  recorded.  Your  contributor  who 
suggests  a  close  time  for  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  will  find 
himself  opposed  by  all  who  have  the  best  knowledge  of 
our  waters,  and  if  we  are  satisfied  with  our  own  special 
Act,  which  has  worked  so  well,  it  certainly  does  seem 
strange  that  occasional  visitors  should  pretend  to  know 
our  requirements  better  than  ourselves  :  but  their 
opinions  are  easily  accounted  for,  as  even  the  late  Frank 
Buckland  shared  them  until  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
inspecting  the  rivers  and  broads,  which  come  under  the 
Act,  when  he  speedily  changed  his  ideas,  and  expressed 
himself  satisfied  with  the  protection  Nature  and  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  secured  us.  Spawning  will  be  early  this  year 
is  the  general  opinion.  Wind  continues  N.E.  and  is  cold. 
—Robert  Moll. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Berriedale  (Caithness).— No  angling  is  possibl® 
here,  from  the  want  of  water.  Not  for  many  years  ha® 
this  river  been  so  low.  The  netfishers  have  done  very 
well  during  the  past  week,  being  the  most  productive 
since  the  season  began.  No  grilse  have  been  seen  yet. 
Great  rejoicings  were  felt  here  at  the  splendid  reception 
given  to  our  proprietor,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  by  his 
Ayrshire  tenants  the  other  day,  when  he  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  silver  cradle  and  an  illuminated  address, 
congratulatory  on  the  occasion  of  the  birth  of  an  heir, 
the  infant  Marquis  of  Tiohfield.  The  duke  seems, 
as  he  undoubtedly  deserves  to  be,  a  favourite  every¬ 
where. — S.  C. 

Border  Bsk. — The  Esk  is  still  extremely  low,  tbe 
bottom  is  very  foul  and  grown  up,  and  in  some  parts  the 
river  has  a  had  smell.  No  season  for  many  years  has 
yielded  so  little  sport  to  anglers.  Numbers  of  sea  trout 
are  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  below  Longtown, 
waiting  for  a  flood  to  ascend,  and  good  fishing  is  ex¬ 
pected  when  the  rise  in  the  waters  takes  place,  but  not 
till  then.  Mr.  James  Graham,  Crookholm,  landed  two 
beautiful  sea  trout,  new  run,  in  the  Liddle  last  week, 
which  were  the  first  sea  trout  caught  in  Canonbie  this 
year.  The  river  is  absolutely  swarming  with  smolts, 
and  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  all  collected  in  the  pools. 
A  weir  is  being  built  in  the  river  between  Canonbie  and 
Longtown,  which  is  expected  to  improve  the  fishing. 
Formerly  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  pools  have  been 
often  overcrowded  with  anglers,  who  had  to  fish  in 
turns,  but  the  weir  will  have  the  effect  of  producing  a 
considerably  increased  track  of  deep  water.  The  last 
weir  of  any  importance  fixed  in  the  Esk  was  placed 
opposite  Netherby  Hall,  by  order  of  the  great  grand¬ 
father  of  the  present  baronet.  Sir  Richard  Graham.  It 
was,  however,  very  unpopular  with  the  sturdy  border 
men,  who  rose  in  a  body  and  swept  it  away. — A. 

Borgie  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— River  too  low  for 
sport  with  the  rod,  but  the  netsmen  have  been  making 
fair  hauls  of  salmon  at  the  Rivermouth  shot. — McB. 

Carrou,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— The 
river  is  so  reduced  that  salmon  angling  is  almost 
entirely  suspended.  Since  last  report  the  only  fish  landed 
were  two  salmon  caught  on  the  upper  waters  by  Mr.  W. 
Allis-Smith  of  Glencalvie.  No  sport  can  now  be  expected 
until  a  spate  comes. — McB. 

Cnilfail  Hotel  Waters  (Eilmelford,  N.B.).— 
May  2,  Col.  Mclnroy,  fourteen  trout ;  General  Tweedie, 
twenty-two  trout ;  May  3,  Col.  Mclnroy,  ten  trout ;  Dr. 
Paton  and  Mr.  McPhearson,  three  trout;  General 
Tweedie,  three  trout.  May  4,  Col.  Mclnroy,  five  trout ; 
Dr.  Paton  and  Mr.  McPhearson,  eighteen  trout ;  General 
Tweedie,  forty-four  trout.  May  5,  Col.  Mclnroy,  twenty- 
two  trout ;  Dr.  Paton  and  Mr.  McPhearson,  twelve  trout ; 
General  Tweedie,  three  trout.  May  6,  Col.  Mclnroy, 
twenty-three  trout  ;  General  Tweedie,  ten  trout ;  Mr. 
Harvey,  twenty-two  trout.  May  8,  Col.  Mclnroy,  five 
trout  :  Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Elder,  twenty-seven  trout ; 
Mr.  (iolding  and  Mr.  Fairhurst,  fifteen  trout  ;  Dr. 
Peacock  and  Mr.  B.  Dickson,  Greenock,  104  trout ;  Mr. 
Hutchinson,  two  trout.  May  9,  Col.  Mclnroy  and  Mr. 
Harvey,  fifteen  trout ;  Mr.  Hutchinson,  seven  trout :  Mr. 
Elder  and  Dr.  Peacock,  seventeen  trout. — J.  McFadten. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — There  is  no  change  to 
report  in  this  district  during  the  past  week.  The  net 
fishermen  had  a  few  salmon  and  sea-trout  almost  daily, 
but  the  catch  was  far  below  the  average.  On  the  coast 
there  was  no  improvement.  From  all  the  stations  the 
total  did  not  exceed  fifteen  salmon  for  the  week  ;  three 
boxes  were  sent  from  the  Deveron  district  to  the  market. 
For  the  corresponding  week  last  year  there  were  twelve 
boxes  sent.  On  the  coast  of  Gardenstown  the  fishing  is 
similar,  and  only  three  small  boxes  left  for  the  week, 
compared  with  fifteen  for  the  corresponding  week  last 
season.  The  salmon  weighed  from  61b.  to  211b.,  and 
trout  averaged  11b.  In  the  end  of  last  week  a  large 
halibut  weighing  l^cwt.  was  landed  at  the  port  of 
Macduff.  It  was  sent  to  Manchester. — H.  W. 

Dunbeatb. — This  river  is  in  good  ply  since  the 
recent  rains,  and  local  trout  anglers  are  getting  good 
baskets.  Mr.  Sutherland,  Edinburgh,  had  160  brown  trout 
in  three  days  below  the  bridge ;  Mrs.  Peters  had  pretty 
good  baskets  on  the  upper  waters.  The  stake  net 
fishermen  at  the  river  month  are  this  year  a  long  way 
behind  the  average. 

Forsinard  Hotel. — On  Friday,  the  5th,  Mr.  Murray 
fished  the  Halladale  river,  and  had  two  salmon,  8Jlb. 
and  101b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Macfarlane  fished  Loch  En- 
rnar,  aud  had  thirty-two  trout,  12ilb.  Mr.  Darby 
trolled  Loch  Badden  on  the  same  day,  but  was  not 
successful  in  getting  anything  heavy. 


Fort  Augustus,  N.B. — Weather  of  almost  tropical 
heat  has  dried  up  the  rivers  of  the  surrounding  district. 
Loch  Oich  is  boiling  with  salmon,  but  they  require  fresh 
water  to  make  them  take  any  bait.  Loch  Ness  is  giving 
good  sport  to  trout  anglers,  and  there  is  yet  an 
occasional  salmon  got  in  the  evening.  The  most  killing 
lure  for  trout  just  now  is  a  medium  sized  blue  phantom 
minnow  and  a  few  heavy  trout  fell  a  prey  to  it  lately. 
On  Saturday,  2.1th  ult.,  Mr.  Douglas  landed  a  salmon  of 
101b.,  and  on  Saturday  last  he  had  a  nice  basket  of  five 
trout,  weighing  141b.,  one  of  them  turning  the  scale  at 
51b.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Chisholm,  of  the  private  hotel, 
landed  three  trout,  weighing  respectively  411b.,  21b.,  and 
Ijlb.  The  early  morning  and  evening  is  the  most 
likel.y  times  to  fish.  I  hear  that  Loch  Knockie  is 
yielding  some  nice  baskets  of  trout. — Hison. 

Helmsdale. — This  week,  for  the  first  time  for  many 
weeks,  I  am  absolutely  without  any  record  of  salmon 
angling  worth  the  mentioning.  While  anglers  have 
been  crying  oiit  for  rain,  the  mere  lack  of  it  has  been  all 
in  the  favour  of  the  duke’s  netsmen,  who  during  the 
past  week  have  had  some  splendid  hauls  of  salmon. 
It  is  within  bounds  to  state  that  the  netsmen  caught 
in  that  time  over  a  ton  of  splendid  fish,  every  one 
of  which  would  have  gone  up  the  river  had  there 
been  even  a  small  spate  before  the  1st.  With  the 
exception  of  one,  all  the  sportsmen  have  left  until 
tidings  reach  them  of  a  change  of  weather,  but  as 
I  write,  this  change  seems  as  far  off  as  ever  It  may 
be  remembered  that  some  two  years  ago,  I  mentioned 
that  efforts  were  made  by  the  lessees  of  this  river  to 
induce  the  Duke  to  entirely  abandon  the  net  fishing 
here.  The  negotiations  with  the  late  Duke  fell  through, 
but  they  are  now  being  renewed  with  the  present  Duke. 
I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  Duke  would 
agree  to  such  a  proposal,  if  such  a  rent  should  be  offered 
as  would  equal  the  average  yearly  profit  of  his  fishing. 
Whether  this  will  be  done  remains  to  be  seen. — S.  C. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbrid^e,  N.B.). — Sea- 
trout  angling  jields  but  little  sport  as  yet.  The  net 
salmon  fishings  are  still  very  unproductive  as  compared 
with  former  seasons.  During  the  past  week  there  was 
a  falling  off  in  the  takes  on  Invercharron,  and  Craggan- 
dabh  fishing,  but  on  Scalp,  Rivermouth,  and  South 
Bonar  shots  a  slight  improvement  was  experienced. 
There  was  also  a  masked  improvement  on  Skibo  fishing 
at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth.  From  all  the  above 
fishings  combined  it  is  estimated  that  12^cwt.  of  salmon 
had  been  consigned  to  Billing-'gate  in  the  course  of  the 
week  — McB. 

Lairgf,  N.B. — The  season’s  opening  basket  on 
Loch  Beannoch  was  made  on  Thursday  last,  when 
Messrs.  Hildyard  and  Spencer  Stanhope  killed  twenty- 
two  fine  trout,  weighing  141b.  Fishing  Loch  Shin,  Mr. 
Hugh  Mackay  killed  twenty-two  trout,  71b.,  on  Mon¬ 
day  ;  nine  trout,  31b.,  on  Tuesday;  seven  trout,  3^1b., 
on  Wednesday ;  and  seven  trout,  31b.,  on  Friday. 
Saturday  was  much  too  bright,  with  an  easterly  wind. 
On  Monday  evening.  Mr.  Macnama,  in  a  few  hours,  four 
trout,  2ilb,  Weather  fine  and  bright — too  bright  for 
good  sport.  Zulu  takes  first  place  as  best  killing  fly. — 
J.  Y. 

Iioch.  Awe  (Iiocb.  Awe  Hotel). — May  5th,  Mr. 
Mellor,  eight  trout ;  Mi-.  Dunn,  Paisley,  fifteen  trout ; 
Messrs.  Davies  and  Hodgart,  Paisley,  thirteen  trout ; 
Mr.  Coats,  Paisley,  six  trout;  6tb,  Messrs.  Davies  and 
Hodgart,  Paisley,  eighteen  trout :  Mr.  Dunn,  Paisley, 
eight  trout ;  8th,  Mr.  Mellor,  nine  trout. — D.  Fraser. 

Loch  Boon  (Eglin^on  Hotel). — Angling  is  now 
being  carried  on  with  vigour,  the  warm  and  dry  weather 
being  very  favourable  ;  good  baskets  are  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  fishing  has  greatly  improved  since  a  few 
years  ago.  Loch  Leven  trout  have  been  put  into  it. 
The  trout  are  much  heavier  now,  and  fish  of  lib.  weight 
are  daily  got.  Last  week  Mr.  A.  Williamson,  Beoch, 
president,  Dalmellington  Angling  Club,  killed  one, 
11b.  13oz.  Loch  Finlas  is  also  fishing  remarkably  well  ; 
four  to  five  dozen  in  a  day  is  common.  Loch  Leven 
trout  have  also  been  put  into  it  lately,  and  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  weight  is  the  result.  All  the  lochs  in  the 
locality  are  in  first-class  order  for  fly-fishing,  and  trout 
are  strong  and  in  good  condition.  The  following  are  a 
few  of  the  baskets  got  by  parties  out  from  this  hotel :  — 
Loch  Doon  :  May  5,  Messrs.  J.  Gemmell  and  J.  M.  Reid, 
forty  trout  ;  Mr.  J.  Pnrdon,  twenty-three  trout.  May  6, 
Messrs.  Sharp  and  Hutcheson,  forty  trout  :  Mr. 
Hepburn,  thirty-seven  trout;  Messrs.  Glass,  William¬ 
son,  and  Napier,  ninety-five  trout,  2051b.,  heaviest 
lib.  5oz.  On  the  10th,  J.  M.  Hamilton,  from  Eglington 
Hotel,  killed,  on  Loch  Finles,  four  dozen  and  five  trout. 
On  11th,  on  Loch  Doon,  Samuel  McCutcheon  killed  a 
Loch  Leven  trout  weighing  3ilb.  Several  other  good 
baskets. — Jas.  Macdonald,  Proprietor. 

Loch  Katrine. — From  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on 
Monday,  8th,  General  Briggs  had  thirty-five  trout ;  Mr. 
Ross,  twenty-four ;  Mr.  Rodgers,  nine  (half-day) ; 
Captain  Fletcher  Campbell,  four  (half-day)  ;  Mr.  Grant, 
twenty-two  ;  Bailie  Richmond,  eighteen. 

Loch  Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — Notwith¬ 
standing  dry  weather  and  bright  sunshine  fair  baskets 
of  well  conditioned  trout  are  occasionally  made.  On 
Monday  last  week  Mr.  J.  MacPherson,  Bridge  Hotel, 
was  out  for  a  short  time  and  got  seven  trout,  31b. :  on 
Tuesday,  twenty-one  trout,  101b.,  including  a  fine  yellow 
trout  of  lib. :  on  Wednesday,  six  trout  averaging  Jib. 
each ;  on  Friday,  five  trout ;  and  on  Saturday,  one 
dozen  weighing  5Jlb.  On  Monday  this  week  the  same 
angler  made  a  basket  of  seventeen  trout  averaging 
about  Jib.  each. — McB. 

Loch  Ness  (Garry,  Oich,  &c  ). — Loch  Ness  takes 
the  cake  for  heavy  trout.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Douglas 
landed  five,  weighing  141b.  To-day  Mr.  Chisholm  had 
three,  which  turned  the  scale  at  TJlb.  There  are  two 


kinds  of  trout  in  the  loch — one  a  beautifully-formed  fish, 
with  small  head  and  deep  body  ;  the  other  is  the  very 
opposite,  but  both  out  quite  pink,  and  are  well  flavoured. 
Mr.  Douglas  had  a  salmon  on  the  29th  ult.,  the  last  I 
have  heard  of  being  landed  on  the  loch. 

Loch  Banuoch.. — On  Friday,  2Sth,  Mr.  Hardie  and 
friend,  from  the  Dunalistair  Hotel,  fished  the  river, 
and  caught  eleven  trout.  On  May  2,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bonar,  Edinburgh,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davidson,  Dundee, 
fished  the  loch,  and  caught  twenty-five  trout,  weigh¬ 
ing  121b.  On  Friday,  5th,  the  same  gentlemen  fished  the 
loch,  and  caught  seventy-six  trout,  weighing  301b.  On 
Saturday  they  fished  the  river,  and  caught  twenty- 
seven  trout,  weighing  17Jlb.  All  in  splendid  condition. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— May  4,  Mr.  Stuart,  one 
salmon  221b. ;  5th,  one,  211b.  Killin  Club,  on  the  6th, 
fifty-three  trout,  251b. 

Lochtummel  Hotel  (Strathtummel,  Pitlochry). 

— Last  week  Mr.  Norman  had  eight  trout,  101b.,  and 
three  pike,  of  21b.,  2Jlb.,  and  Hb.  On  Friday  afternoon 
Mr.  Eden,  out  f  jr  an  hour  or  two,  had  two  trout,  one 
of  them  a  beauty  of  6Jlb.  On  Monday,  8th,  Mr. 
Norman  had  three  trout,  of  2Jlb.,  21b.,  and  Iflb. — D. 
Dow. 

Mill  Loch  (Coll  Hotel). — Dr.  Smith  and  Rev. 
H.  B.  Smith  are  still  having  good  sport,  principally  in 
the  evenings.  On  26th,  Mr.  Lees  hal  sixteen  on 
Tonistan  Loch,  and  on  Loch  Naelongh,  on  5th,  twelve. 
Mr.  McTagart,  on  6th,  on  Loch  Nelongh,  had  ten,  and 
on  Loch  Ronald  killed  a  beauty  of  2.ilb.  on  May  6. 
Weather  very  warm,  and  lochs  getting  low  and  clear. — 
Mac. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B  ). — Owing  to 
continuation  of  drough,  river  exceptionally  low,  and 
sport  almost  nil.  On  Sunday  week  some  rain  fell,  which 
did  a  little  good,  as  on  Monday  three  salmon  were  caught 
on  the  upper  beats,  viz.,  Mr.  H.  Griffiths,  Lyre  Lodge, 
an  8-pounder  on  beat  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Gill,  Lyre  Lodge,  one 
of  91b.  on  No.  2 ;  and  Mr,  John  Sellars,  Dalvina  Lodge, 
one  of  91b.  on  No.  1.  Mr.  H.  Griffith,  Brighton,  who 
only  recently  arrived  at  Lyre  Lodge  for  the  angling 
season,  has  been  coming  to  the  district  during  the  past 
eighteen  years,  and  is  exceedingly  popular  .with  the 
natives. — Me  tf. 

OverscaiK  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— On 

Tuesday,  last  week,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archibald,  Edinburgh, 
fished  Fiag  Beat,  Loch  Shin,  and  landed  five  trout,  one 
of  which  weighed  2lb.,  and  the  whole  4Jlb  ;  Mrs.  Archi¬ 
bald  also  hooked  a/ero®,  which,  after  a  splendid  play  of 
twenty  minutes,  she  successfully  landed  ;  it  weighed 
7Jlb.  On  Wednesday  they  fished  Loch  Merkland,  and 
made  a  splendid  basket  of  thirty-two  trout,  161b.  On 
Thursday,  which  was  rather  calm  and  sultry,  they  made 
a  fair  basket  on  Mid-Shin  Beat.  On  Frid  ly  they  tried 
Loch  Griam,  and  landed  thirty-two  trout,  101b.  On 
Saturday  on  Loch  Merkland,  Mrs.  Archibald  grassed 
two  Salmo  ferox,  weighing  151b.  and  71b.,  and  Mr.  Archi¬ 
bald  two,  of  51b.  and  2Jlb. ;  they  also  landed  between 
them  seventeen  trout,  8lb. — truly  a  good  day's  sport. 
On  Monday  this  week,  which  was  cold,  with  an  easterly 
wind  bio  ving,  they  fished  Loch  Griam,  and  caught  seven¬ 
teen  trout,  aggregating  71b.— McB. 

Shin.— Fishing  the  upper  reaches  on  Lord  Fitz- 
hardinge’s  rod,  Mr.  W.  Scott-Brock,  of  Auchindnich, 
Invershin,  continues  to  make  good  baskets  of  trout. 
The  river  is  exceptionally  low. — J.  Y. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  in  this  district 
have  dwindled  down  to  mere  streamlets  in  the  higher 
reaches,  and  the  oldest  fishermen  say  that  the  rivers 
have  not  been  so  low  for  a  period  of  over  thirty  years. 
Practically  there  has  been  no  angling  in  any  rivers  of 
the  south  of  Scotland.  A  few  persevering  anglers  have 
come  across  an  odd  sea  trout  by  fishing  at  mill  wheels 
with  the  brandling  worm,  but  not  a  trout  has  been 
landed  for  some  weaks  with  fly — indeed  many  anglers 
have  not  been  on  the  banks  for  a  month  or  more. — The 
Annan. — This  river  abounds  with  old  salmon  on  their 
way  to  sea.  Quite  an  interesting  sight  was  witnessed 
on  Sunday  at  Annan  Bridge,  as  many  hundreds 
of  salmon  were  swimming  about  in  the  bridge 
pool.  They  were  so  well  mended  that  they  looked  as  if 
they  were  fresh  out  of  the  sea.  They  have  no  donbt 
been  “  going  for  ”  the  smolts  which  abound  in  thousands 
just  now.  The  tide  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  will 
lift  the  salmon  over  the  caul,  and  then  they  have  a  free 
passage  right  down  to  the  Solway.  Probably  their  fife 
will  be  a  short  one  when  they  do  get  there  as  the  nets 
are  for  ever  sweeping  the  channel.  Sea  trout  are 
reported  to  be  showing  well  in  the  Solway  nets  during 
the  past  week,  and  they  are  running  in  heavier  weights. 
— The  Nith. — No  reports  of  sport  reach  me  worthy  of 
i  nsertion  in  my  notes.  A  few  odd  yellow  trout  caught  in 
the  middle  waters  appears  to  be  the  sam  total  of  the 
sport. — The  Galloway  Rivers. — Nothing  has  been  done 
in  any  of  the  district  rivers.  The  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee,  the  Fleet,  and  the  Urr  are  all  failures.  Trout 
poisoning  is  reported  in  a  river  of  this  district,  and 
some  of  the  facts  are  rather  startling.  Next  week  I 
will  have  something  to  say  on  this  matter.  -4  number 
of  anglers  from  the  south,  including  Mr.  Strafcer, 
Bishopsgate-street  Within,  Mr.  Texton,  Southport, 
and  many  others,  have  been  in  Annandale  for  some 
weeks  past,  waiting  on  the  rivers  to  get  in  flood,  but 
have  had  to  go  away  quite  downhearted.  So  far 
as  appearances  go,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
near  change  in  the  weather,  which  is  bright  and 
warm  through  the  day,  and  cold  at  nights. — ^ Ayrshire 
Lochs.  —  Despite  the  extraordinary  bright  weather 
no  finer  yellow  trout  fishing  is  being  had  any¬ 
where  than  that  obtained  on  the  Ayrshire  Loch-  Of 
course  the  waters  have  their  blank  days,  like  other  lochs 
and  rivers,  but  when  there  is  the  slightest  puff  of  wind 
to  ruffle  the  water  excellent  trout  fishing  is  being  had. 
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True  the  trout  are  not  large,  but  an  odd  pounder  or  two 
is  had  now  and  again,  as  a  glance  at  the  reports  will 
show,  and  I  do  not  know  any  waters  where  the  trout 
fight  so  hard  for  their  size.  Little  beggars  of  Jib.  pull 
and  struggle  like  fish  of  double  their  weight.  They 
are  not  particular  about  flies  when  there  is  a  good 
breeze  on.  Any  of  the  usual  loch  patterns  for  Scotland 
kill,  but  the  local  fishermen  are  partial  to  Hare  Lug  and 
Woodcock,  Golden  Pheasant  Breast  Feather  and  light 
Hare  Lug.  Light  Jay  and  Orange  body  and  Partridge 
and  Yellow  are  about  the  pick  of  the  best  killing  flies. 
For  Loch  Boon  the  most  convenient  centre  is  Dalmel- 
lington  Village,  ria  Ayr.  Two  fair  country  hotels  are 
located  here.  The  Black  Bull  and  the  Ej'linton.  The 
two  hotels  have  boats  on  the  loch  three  miles  distant. — 
and  the  boatmen  know  all  the  best  casts.  The  fishing  is 
free,  and  the  use  of  the  boats  can  be  had  without  charge 
by  putting  up  at  either  of  the  above  hotels.  A  charge 
of  ts.  per  day  is  made  for  the  boatmen  if  they  accom¬ 
pany  the  angler.  Saturday  was  the  best  day  of  the 
season,  and  good  sport  was  had  as  the  following  will  show. 
Messrs.  A.  S.  Glass  and  A.  Williamson  out  from  the 
.Eglinton,  fished  Loch  Boon  on  Saturday,  and  killed 
seven  dozen  and  eleven  yellow  trout,  which  weighed 
17Ib.  12oz.  The  heaviest  trout  weighed  lib.  9oz.  On 
the  same  day  Mr.  Andrew  Hepburn,  Tarboch,  fished 
the  Garplas,  and  caught  thirty-eight  trout  in  very 
fine  condition,  the  heaviest  weighed  lib.  Messrs. 
Sharp  and  Hutcheson,  Auchinlech,  fished  Loch  Boon,  and 
landed  three  dozen  and  four,  weighing  111b.  3oz. 
On  Friday,  ^ Messrs.  J.  Gemmell  and  J.  M.  Eeid 
killed  forty  trout,  while  Mr.  J.  Purdon  had 
twenty-three.  On  the  Gth  inst.,  Mr.  Coulter,  out 

from  the  Eglinton,  landed  three  dozen  and  seven, 
weighing  91b.  7oz.,  heaviest  trout,  lib.  loz.  Some  good 
sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  neighbouring  waters  of 
Loch  Finlas,  where  the  trout  are  larger  than  on  Loch 
Boon.  The  angling  on  the  Ayrshire  rivers  is  at  a  stand¬ 
still,  and  practically  nothing  has  been  done  for  many 
weeks  past.  The  rivers  have  never  been  so  low  for  over 
thirty  years.  Rain  is  very  much  wanted  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  On  farms  many  springs  have  gone  dry, 
and  water  has  to  be  carted  long  distances  for  cattle. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  water  is  at  present  at  a 
lower  ebb  than  can  be  remembered  at  this  part  of  the 
season.  It  is  below  its  summer  level,  and  is  gradually 
becoming  less,  having  on  Wednesday  gone  back  4in. 
since  this  day  week.  Furious  south-easterly  winds  blew 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights,  which  had  the  usual 
effect  of  moving  the  water  slightly,  but  in  twenty-four 
hours  it  had  gone  back  again.  On  the  lower  reaches, 
which  were  singularly  free  from  diseased  fish  as  late  as 
ten  days  ago,  the  latter  have  reappeared,  while  reports 
from  the  upper  reaches  are  bad.  Not  only  is  the 
disease  spreading  rapidly  with  such  adverse  con¬ 
ditions,  but,  worse  still,  the  parr  are  becoming  infected. 

A  correspondent,  writing  from  the  Badenoch  district 
last  week,  reports  that  on  those  far  up  reaches  the  Spey 
and  its  tributaries  are  rather  low  for  first-rate  angling, 
but  that  an  occasional  fish  is  secured,  and  that  on 
Friday,  .5th  inst..  Colonel  Macpherson,  of  Glentruim, 
got  two  salmon  with  the  rod  on  the  Truim ;  also  that 
the  river  is  well  stocked.  Further,  that  good  takes  of 
salmon  continue  to  be  obtained  on  the  Bunachton  and 
Invereshie  sides  of  Loch  Insh,  leased  respectively 
by  Mr.  John  Austen,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Heywood- 
Lonsdale.  On  the  former  water,  last  week, 
upwards  of  a  dozen  fish  were  landed,  two  of 
them  scaling  201b.,  while  a  number  were  also 
ta.ken  out  on  the  other  side.  On  Thursday,  on  the 
Pitcroy  water.  Lord  Westmoreland  killed  two  salmon, 
weighing  111b.  and  1411). ;  and  on  the  same  day  from  the 
Carron  liodge  water.  Sir  William  Gordon-Cumming’s 
fisherman  killed  one  of  101b.  ;  while  from  Mr.  Stewart- 
Menzies’  water  at  Aikenway,  on  this  day  week,  one  of 
81b.  was  landed.  The  fishing  on  the  coast  last  week 
showed  a  decided  improvement  on  previous  weeks,  a 
fact  owing,  in  great  measure,  to  the  favourable  weather. 
The  fish  were  all  small,  weighing  from  81b.  to  101b.  The 
weight  dispatched  from  Lossiemouth  by  rail  to  the 
south  was  38cwt.  bo  grilse  caught  yet. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  &c. — Still  the  same  old  story — no  rain,  and, 
consequently,  no  improvement  to  note  in  the  conditions 
of  the  rivers.  The  Tweed,  Teviot,  and  all  the  other 
border  streams  have  shrunk  to  a  terribly  low  ebb,  and 
the  Tweed  and  Teviot  could  be  crossed  without  wetting 
one’s  feet.  Spring  fishing  may  now  be  said  to  bo  over, 
and,  naturally,  anglers  are  not  in  the  best  of  moods,' 
although  the  sport  obtained  by  the  more  keen  and 
persistent  disciples  with  trout  is  very  satisfactory,  when 
all  the  disadvantageous  circumstances  are  taken  into 
account.  Creeper  and  worm  .are  the  lures  used  with 
success  during  the  early  morning  and  up  to  mid-day, 
and  then  the  Waltonian  changes  for  the  fly.  Last 
Saturday  morning  Br.  Alex.  Mackenzie,  Kelso,  had 
a  splendid  dish  of  101b.,  and  on  Monday  he  had  close 
on  51b. — both  takes  being  got  in  the  Teviot.  On  the 
same  river  Mr.  John  Michie,  sen.,  Kelso,  had  a  fairly 
good  basket,  including  one  fine  trout  of  1  Jib. ;  Mr.  Robert 
Aflleck,  Heiton,  has  had  41b.  ;  and  Mr.  James  Afifieck 
a  basket  of  3Jlb.  Many  other  smaller  takes  have  also 
been  got  on  this  river,  and  on  the  Tweed  fair  sport  is 
also  reported,  as  well  as  on  some  of  the  tributary 
streams.  Mr.  \Vm.  Ribson,  on  the  Tweed,  near  to 
Birgham,  had  a  nice  dish  of  trout,  which  included  one 
very  fine  specimen  of  2Jlb.  Waltonians  have  already 
begun  night  fishing,  and  occasionally,  when  the  evenings 
are  mild,  after  bright  sunshine,  a  few  go3&  trout  have 
been  got  with  the  fly.  Both  salmon  and  bull  trout 
smolts  are  very  troublesome  to  the  angler  at  present  — 
Maxwheel.  ■  ‘ 


Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — Another  week  has  passed  over  with¬ 
out  a  shower  scarcely.  I  am  greatly  pleased  to  say, 
however,  that  the  pike  which  swarm  in  this  stream  are 
getting  a  clearing  out  by  rod  and  gun.  A  project,  if 
carried  out — the  supplying  of  the  town  of  Cookstown 
with  water  from  Montobo  springs,  one  of  the  sources  of 
this  stream— will  reduce  greatly  the  volume  of  water. 
Along  some  eight  miles  of  the  river  I  have  details  of 
bags,  but  very  few  roach  more  than  a  couple  of  brace.  A 
I  young  man  named  Batty  had  half  a  dozen  trout  on  the 
I  Tullagh  tributary  last  Monday.  The  Green  Brake  is 
on  since  the  2nd  inst. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  Co.  Tyrone).— The  rains 
of  last  week,  without  raising  the  water,  put  it  on  colour, 
a  perceptible  improvement  in  sport  being  the  result. 
The  best  fish  of  the  week  was  one  killed  by  Mr.  William 
Bouglas,  which  weighed  31b.  6oz.,  and  a  few  smaller 
ones,  and  Mr.  Gaussen  killed  one  31b.  Through  the 
week  Mr.  John  Mills  killed  six  trout,  averaging  about 
Hb.  each.  The  Yellow  May-fly  is  on  now.  On  the 
lower  reaches  a  great  many  pike  were  killed,  chiefly  on 
the  spoon  bait,  the  favourite  artificial  lure  of  country 
anglers. 

Boyle. — Pishing  here  during  the  past  week  was  very 
fair,  notwithstanding  the  exceptionally  fine  weather. 
On  May  5  Col.  Butler  and  your  correspondent  killed 
thirty-seven  very  nice  trout  on  the  Shannon.  Same  day 
Mr.  Nertney  killed  fifteen  trout  on  Corballa — Corballa 
trout  only  average  11b.  7th,  Col.  Butler  killed  three 
trout  on  Oakport  Lake  and  six  pike.  8th,  Col.  Butler, 
on  Lake  Key,  eight  good  pike  ;  Capt.  Jones,  six  trout  ; 
Capt.  Peel,  three  trout.  I  may  here  state  Lough  Key 
trout  average  3Jlb.  Mr.  McWilliams,  on  Lisadaley, 
three  and  a  half  miles  from  Bign,  fourteen  trout  weigh¬ 
ing  151b.  9th,  Col.  Butler,  on  Lake  Key,  two  trout,  41b., 
3jlb.  :  one  pike,  61b  ;  Capt.  Jones,  two  trout.  To-day, 
10th,  I  hear  of  splendid  sport  from  all  the  lakes,  but 
cannot  get  exact  report  for  insertion  this  week. — Geo. 
Taylor. 

Busb  (co.  Antrim). — In  common  with  all  other 
Antrim  rivers,  the  Bush  is  very  low.  Trouting  is  very 
dull.  Among  the  gentlemen  lately  on  this  river  were 
Mr.  Philips,  Mr.  Coates,  Mr.  McCullough,  and  Master 
NcNaghten.  It  is  currently  reported  that  Sir  Francis 
McNaghten  does  not  intend  to  let  his  water  this  season, 
but  will  reserve  it.  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
this,  but  will  be  able  to  give  further  information  next 
week. 

Carlisle  Arms  Hotel,  Cong.— On  Thursday,  4th, 
Mr.  Trjon,  on  Lough  Corrib,  caught  four  trout  weighing 
81b.;  Friday,  5th,  three  trout  61b. ;  Saturday,  6th,  four 
trout,  101b.  ;  Monday,  8th,  five  trout,  61b.  ;  Tuesday, 
10th,  eight  trout,  151b.  Weather  favourable,  and  fish 
taking  freely.— E.  Borke. 

Crossgar  (Co.  Down).— Evening  fishing  over  the 
pools  occasionally  results  in  light  baskets  of  brown 
trout,  and  an  odd  white  trout,  is  killed  on  the  lower 
streams.  Not  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  angler 
living  has  there  been  such  a  continuous  drought  as  has 
been  experienced  this  season — or  spring  rather. 

Lough  Melvin  and  Bnndrowes.— Owing  to  the 
long-continued  dry,  hot  weather,  sport,  either  with 
salmon  or  trout,  during  the  past  week,  was  almost  at  a 
standstill.  Have  only  heard  of  four  salmon  being  taken 
on  Melvin,  and  as  to  the  Bundrowes,  there  are  only  two 
or  three  places  on  it  fit  to  fish  at  present. — M.  R.,  jun. 

Longh  Neagh. — Some  kelt  salmon  are  yet  coming 
from  the  upper  streams.  There  is  a  little  improvement 
on  pollen  fishing,  owing  to  the  very  fine  weather,  and 
some  up  to  nearly  21b.  were  netted  last  week.  Trout 
netting  is  but  middling.  I  am  informed  that  lake  trout 
have  been  seen  rising  at  flies  on  the  Antrim  shore 
shallows.  Since  other  fishing  was  made  illegal  there 
has  scarcely  been  any  attempts  to  fish  this  huge  lake 
with  the  fly.  In  rough  weather  trout  will  take  the  fly 
in  the  bays  and  inlets. — J.  A.  B. 

Mojola  (Co.  Derry).— There  is  not  the  slightest 
improvement  in  sport  since  my  la«t  report.  The  water 
is  abnormally  low — so  low,  indeed,  the  fishing  is  almost 
useless.  Plenty  of  pike  have  been  killed  below  Castle- 
dawson  Weir,  both  by  spinning  and  shooting.  Porch 
fishing  has  commenced  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
South  Berry. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— With  dry,  bright 
weather  and  low  water,  anglers  have  not  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful  during  the  pist  week.  Mr.  A.  W.  Cox,  on 
Boonass,  got  one  salmon,  2>lb..  on  the  3rd  inst.  On 
Newgarden  Mr.  Williams  got,  on  the  5:h,  one  salmon, 
171b.,  on  the  6tb,  one  salmon,  171b.  Mr.  F.  Cod  had  a 
211b.  fish  on  Woodlands,  on  the  4th.  Mr.  J.  Enright,  on 
Summerhjll  and  Be  Burgho,  got  a  321b.  salmon  on  the 
3rd.  Capt.  Vansittart  got  one  salmon,  161b.,  on  the  3rd. 
and  one,  121b.,  on  the  6th,  on  Worldsend.  Mr.  C.  Vau- 
sittart,  on  same  water,  got  one  salmon,  1818.,  on  the 
4th. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Strule  (Orniagh,  Co.  Tyrone).  —  Except  pearl 
fishing,  there  is  little  of  importance  to  chronicle  on  this 
stream.  I  notice  that  some  of  the  men  of  the  Depot 
Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers  last  week  had  light  bags  of 
brown  trout  on  the  reaches  between  the  Castle  Holm 
and  the  Po  Bridge,  as  had  also  some  civilians.  A  fisher 
named  Colgan  killed  a  pike,  almost  201b.  weight.  The 
25th  inst.,  the  4th  Battalion  the  Rotal  Inniskilling 
(Royal  Tyrone)  Fusiliers  will  be  embodied  for  the 
annual  training  on  the  banks  of  this  stream,  when  the 
trout  will  have  a  pretty  hard  time  ;  most  of  tfie  officers 
of  this  sporting  battalion  are  crack  anglers,  while  30 
per  cent,  of  the  rank  and  file  are  expert  anglers. 

Waterville  Lake  (Co.  Kerry).  — A  few  salmon 
have  been  taken.  White  trout  have  come  up,  but  sport 
has  been  poor. — T.  J.  Dennehy. 


West  Meath.  Lakes  (Mullingar).— The  Green 
Drake  has  made  its  appearance  on  all  the  West  Meath 
lakes  and  rivers,  and  the  favourite  pastime  of  “  dapp¬ 
ing  ”  is  now  in  full  swing.  A  number  of  English  anglers 
have  arrived,  and  have  been  enjoying  fair  average  sport, 
notwithstanding  that  the  weather  has  been  as  bright  as 
unclouded  sky  and  summer  sun  could  make  it.  Sixteen 
trout  is  the  best  take  for  two  rods  that  I  have  heard  of, 
while  single  rods  have  had  as  manv  as  nine  and  ten  per 
day.  Some  very  handsome  fish  of  51b.  and  61b.  have 
been  landed,  but  these  are,  so  far,  rare. — T.  J.  W. 


ANCHOR  AND  HOPE  ANGLING  SOCIETY.— 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
above  angling  society  was  held  at  the  club-house, 
the  Royal  George,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  when  there 
was  a  crowded  attendance  of  members  and  friends.  In 
the  absence  of  Mr.  D.  King,  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp  took  the 
chair,  and  the  vice-chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Fred 
Watts.  Amongst  those  present  were  Messrs.  W.  J. 
Wade  (sec.  Central  Association  of  Anglers),  A.  J. 
Smith,  D.  Davis  (sec.  of  the  club),  Elston,  Levine 
(Cliftonville  Angling  Society),  Palmer,  Watkins,  Gilbert, 
Shakel,  Mallatt,  Jones,  A.  E.  Baldwin,  W.  Grace,  R. 
Shonfeld  (New  Albion  Piscatorials),  and  R.  Turnham 
(host),  who  placed  a  capital  spread  on  the  tables.  After 
dinner,  which  was  served  in  excellent  style,  the  chair¬ 
man  proposed  the  “  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family,”  and 
referred  to  the  fact  that  the  Queen  was  patron  of  the 
Royal  Windsor  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,  and 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh 
were  patrons  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  submitted  the  toast  of  “  The  Anchor 
and  Hope  Angling  Society,”  and  asked  them  to  drink 
to  the  club’s  continued  success  and  prosperity.  The 
society,  he  said,  was  one  of  the  oldest  in  South  London, 
having  been  established  now  for  some  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years.  During  that  time  they  had  always  done  their 
utmost  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  true  sport  of 
angling.  (Applause.)  They  mustered  about  sixty 
members,  and  in  the  course  of  the  past  fishing  season, 
they  had  been  out  in  parties  of  from  twenty-four  to 
thirty  members.  The  latter  number  constituted  their 
party  for  the  Christmas  prizes,  which  were  fished  for  at 
Sunbury  and  all  taken.  Altogether  they  had  fished 
fifteen  matches,  one  of  wnich  was  decided  at 
Southend-on-Sea,  where  they  went  after  the  dabs 
and  flounders.  He  (Mr.  Wade)  thought  there  was 
plenty  of  room  in  the  future  for  salt-water  angling 
and  it  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  relieve  the 
rivers  and  lakes.  (Hear,  hear.)  With  regard  to  the 
convivial  side  of  iheir  programme,  they  had  had 
several  good  ”  visits,”  a  number  of  smoking  concerts, 
and  three  paper  readings  on  angling  by  Messrs. 
Thomas  Crumplen,  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  and  A.  Jardine. 
Ho  might  say  that  the  other  night,  when  their 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  collecting  box 
was  opened,  it  was  found  to  contain  27s. — (Applause) 
— besides  which,  on  the  same  evening,  they  voted 
dfil  Is.  out  of  the  club  funds  towards  the  society.  (Ap¬ 
plause.)  He  thought  that  was  a  proof  of  the  interest 
they  took  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  sport  of  angling, 
for  they  recognised  the  fact,  as  a  club,  that  if  they 
took  fish  out  of  the  rivers  they  must  replace  them. 
(Applause.)  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of 
Mr.  Dan  Davis,  secretary  of  the  club.  (Applause.)  In 
acknowledging  the  toast,  Mr.  Davis  said  the  society 
was  in  a  most  flourishing  condition.  They  w'ere  making 
new  members  rapidly,  and  the  club  affairs  were  going 
on  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  (Applause.)  The 
toast  of  the  “  Prize  Donors  and  Visitors,”  proposed  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  was  cordially  drunk.  The  chairman 
then  presented  prizes  to  Messrs.  Martin,  Palmer  (largest 
roach),  Elston  (largest  pike  and  dace),  Mallett  (largest 
gudgeon),  Jones,  and  D.  Davis.  Nearly  forty  prizes 
wore  promised  for  the  ensuing  season.  Mr.  J.  Smith 
gave  “  The  Central  Association,  couoled  with  the  name 
of  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  the  secrela'y,”  and  raid  it  was 
doing  a  good  work.  Mr.  Wade,  in  responding, 

thanked  them  for  the  way  in  which  they  had  received 
the  toast,  and  referreii  to  the  work  the  Central 
was  carrying  on  in  the  interests  of  the  club  anglers. 
Ho  s|)oke  of  their  action  in  regard  to  the  Thames  bye¬ 
laws,  and  said  they  had  been  instrumental  in  obtaining 
a  great  boon  in  the  way  of  cheap  travelling.  (Applause.) 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Wade  said  the  Central  lud  ju-st 
taken  a  nevv  ti.-hcry  on  the  river  Arun  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  its  members.  (Applause.) 


A  Useful  Measure  Gratis. — Sreretari's  of  clubs, 
whose  standard  tor  fish  taken  is  their  length,  must  have 
foltthe  want  of  a  trustworthy  and,  at  the  same  time, 
easiljccarned  measure,  and  we  take  this  occasion  to 
inform  them  that,  having  this  want  in  mind,  Mr.  Thomas 
Beechara,  of  St.  Helen’s,  Lancashire,  has  prepared  a 
Very  nest  yard  mtasure,  which  can  be  placed  in  the 
ticket  pocket,  and  will  gladly  send  gratis  any  number 
required  to  the  secretary  of  any  angling  club  who  writes 
to  nim  for  them. 


Iloiimcaj/'s  Pi  If. — The  Female  s  Friend. — So  soon  us  the  human 
functions  are  disordereil  they  should  be  rectified.  It  is  a  hopeless 
delusion  lo  leave  the  malady  to  its  owu  course.  A  few  appro¬ 
priate  doses  of  Holloway's  Pills  at  the  proper  jieriod  will  prevent 
many  a  serh'us  Illness.  They  arrest  all  morbid  influences,  and 
pi’event  disease  from  extending  and  affecting  more  distant  organs. 
Their  primary  action  is  upon  the  blood,  stomach,  liver,  kidneys, 
and  bowels.  Their  secondary  action  sirengthens  the  nervous 
centres.  No  drug  can  be  at  once  so  harmless  ytt  so  antagonistic 
to  disorders  affecting  the  other  t,ex.  'Ihe  most  perfect  reliance 
may  be  placed  upon  their  purifying,  regulating,  and  renovating 
virtues.  They  niuy  be  safely  taken  by  females  at  auy  age. 
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WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAYS.— TOURIST  FORTNIGHTLY,  and  FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY 
CHEAP  TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich,  Dovercourt,  Felixtowe,  Aldeburgh.  Southwolcl,  and  Hunstanton,  are  issued 
by  all  trains  from  London  (Liverpool-street),  also  from  G-.E.  Suburban  Stations  at  same  fares  as 
from  Liverpool-street.  These  Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issiied  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland)  and  Kentish 
Town  to  Hunstanton.  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  Back  2s.  6d.  From  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street.  Stepney, 
Bishopsgatc,  Bethnal- green,  Coborn-road,  Stratford,  Forest-gate,  <tee. ;  and  from  all  stations  on  the 
Enfleld,  Walthamstow,  Loughton,  Woolwich,  Blackwall,  and  North  London  lines.  On  Whit-Monday 
Through  Fast  Trains  will  run  at  Frequent  Intervals  from  Liverpool-street,  commencing  ai  6.30  a.m., 
and  from  Fenchurch-street  at  8.47,  0.47, 10.47,  and  11.47  a.m.  Through  Excursion  Tickets  to  Southend 
are  also  issued  from  stations  on  the  Metropolitan  Railway,  via  Bishopsgate  and  Liverpool-street.— 
CLACTON.  WALTON,  and  HARWICH  and  Back.  4s.  From  Liverpool-street  on  Whit-Sunday  at 
9.10  a.m.,  and  on  Whit-Monday  at  8.20  a.m.— YARMOUTH  and  Back,  5s.  On  Whit-Monday  from  St. 
Pancras  (Midland)  at  6.55,  and  Kentish  Town  at  7.0  a.m.— LOWESTOFT  and  Back,  5s.  On  Whit- 
Monday,  from  Livei*pool-street,  atS.O  a.m.— CAMBRIDGE,  4s.,  and  ELY,  5s.  On  Whit-Monday,  from 
Liverpool-street,  at  8.45  a.m.,  and  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9.15  a.m.— BROXBOURNE  and 
RYE  HOUSE,  Is.  6d.  Daily  from  Liverpool-street,  Ac.;  also  from  New-cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.),  Ac, ;  and 
on  Week  Days  only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town.  On  Whit-Mouday  Special  Trains  will  run, 
as  required,  from  Liverpool-street. — EPPING  FOREST,  Is.  Daily  from  Liverpool-street,  Gospel 
Oak,  Fenchurch-street,  New-cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.),  Ac.  On  Whit-Monday  a  special  Service  of  Trains 
will  run  between  Liverpool-street  and  Chingford,  Go.spel  Oak  and  Chingford,  and  Liverpool-street 
and  Fenchurch-street  and  Loughton. — For  full  particulars  see  Bills. 

London,  May,  1893.  WM.  BIRT,  General  Manager. 


OTICE. — Tourists  about  to  visit  Ballina  would 
do  well  to  consult  the  undersiffned  In  the  first 
instance  as  he  la  in  a  position  to  SUPPLY  FIRST 
CLASS  BOATS  and  ATTENDANCE,  together  with  best 
Plies  of  hla  own  manufacture,  ►ultable  for  either  lake 
or  river,  on  the  moot  moderate  terms.— Applications  by 
post  punctually  attended  to.— Note  address,  JOHN 
DEVERS,  Profeshional  Rod  and  Gun  Sportsman, 
Ballina.  Co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 


FREE  SALMON  and  GRILSE, 

Sea  &  Brown  Trout,  large  Pike,  on  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen.  Comfortable  Accom¬ 
modation  to  be  had  at  Jas.  Madden’s, 
within  two  minutes’  walk  of  the  Longh. 
• — For  reliable  information  apply  to  Jim 
Hearns,  Professional  Fisherman,  Ballina, 
Co.  Mayo,  Ireland,  as  to  state  of  water 
and  run  of  fish,  and  best  time  to  come. 

If  you  are  interested  In  Books 
send  2b.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  “  The  Pcblishbes’  Oib- 
OULAB  AND  BOOKSBLLBBS’  BbCOBD."  St.  Dun- 
Stan’s  Honse.  Fetter  Lane.  London 


OWENA  RIVER.  CO.  DONEGAL- 

Day  tickets,  at  Ss.  per  rod,  will  be 
issued  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  river 
during  the  season.  Not  more  than  five  rods  ' 
allowed,  and  no  Sunday  fishing. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to 
Mr.  NEIL  MONELIS, 

NESBITT’S  ARMS  HOTEL, 

ABDARA,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


NORWAY. 

q^O  LET.  —  Country  BOARD  and 
LODGINGS.  FREE  FISHING  in 
lakes  and  river,  31s.  Cd.  a  week  ;  salmon 
river  (two  rods),  .£12. 

SHOOTING  (sixteen  square  miles)  and 
dog,  £10. 

BARNBT,  Troudhjem. 


OGDEN  SCOTFORD 

(Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers), 

PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM  rcATE  28,  winchcomb  street^ 

ORIGINAL  MAKERS  of  the  “MULTUM’IN-PARVO”  FLY  RODS.  Price  21s.  each. 

Fitted  with  Leather,  Cork,  or  Wood  Handles.  In  all  Sizes,  8  to  12  Feet. 

Makers  of  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  of  SALMON,  GRILSE,  &  TROUT  RODS, 

In  Greenheart,  Blue  Mahoe,  and  Built  Cane. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  Tied  to  Order,  Despatched  Same  Day  as  Order  Received. 

fim~  Our  Only  Address  is  PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM.  Please  Note.  “Wi 


The  Carbolic  Smoke  Ball 


WZILXj  -A^I-iSO 


GOUGHS 

CATARRH 

THROAT  DEAFNESS 

CROUP 

GOLDS 

ASTHMA 

SORE  THROAT 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

COLD  ON  THE 

BRONCHITIS 

LOSS  OF  VOICE 

NEURALGIA 

CHEST 

HOARSENESS 

SNORING 

HEADACHE 

IMPORTANT.  — As  all  the  diseases  mentioned  above  either  arise  from,  or  are  aggravated  by,  one  cause,  viz.,  TAKING 
COLD,  they  can,  therefore,  be  cured  by  the  remedy  which  stops  the  cause,  viz. ;  THE  CARBOLIC  SMOEI! 
BALL. 

One  CARBOLIC  SMOKE  BALL  will  last  a  family  several  months,  making  it  the  cheapest  remedy  in  the  world  at 
the  price — 10s.  post  free. 

The  CARBOLIC  SMOKE  BALL  can  be  refilled,  when  empty,  at  a  cost  of  5s.,  post  free. 

CARBOLIC  SMOKE  BALL  CO.,  LB., 

27,  PRINCES  STREET,  HANOVER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W, 


■YVIXjXi  IPOSITIV^EXi'Y-  C!TJi^E 

HAY  FEVER. 


hay  FEVER  is  a  disease  from  which  many  people  suffer  during  the  most  pleasant  season  of  the  year,  and  one 
which  renders  their  lives  miserable. 

hay  fever  makes  its  presence  known  by  incessant  fits  of  sneezing,  followed  by  a  flow  of  hot  transparent  muons 
from  the  nostrils,  accompanied  by  a  burning  sensation  and  watering  eyes.  The  soothing  action  of  the  CARBOLIC 
SMOKE  BALL  upon  the  membrane  allays  all  irritation,  gradually  arrests  the  hot  flow  from  the  nostrils  and  eyes, 
and  stops  the  sneezing  and  burning  sensation. 

The  CARBOLIC  SMOKE  BALL  will  positively  cure,  and  is  the  only  remedy  ever  discovered  which  has 
permanently  cured  HAY  FEVER,  a  disease  that  has  hitherto  baffled  the  skill  of  the  most  eminent  physicians,  who  have 
sought  in  vain  to  cure  or  prevent  its  annual  return. 


GARBOLIG  SMOKE  BALL 
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THE  CENTEAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  acnnal  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C.,  on  Monday  last,  and  was  well 
attended,  there  being  a  very  large  amonnt  of  important 
bnsiness  brought  forward.  The  chair  was  occupied  by 
the  president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf ;  vice-chair  by  Mr.  J. 
Kelly,  V.P.  The  minutes,  correspondence,  and  general 
routine  busine.ss  being  disposed  of,  the  application  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  for  the 
subscription  was  considered,  and  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  vote  the  sum  of  ten  guineas  towards  their 
fends  in  recognition  of  their  work  and  the  general  im¬ 
provement  of  the  fishery.  The  secretary  also  announced 
the  opening  of  the  collecting  boxes  of  this  deserving 
society  with  a  very  satisfactory  result,  viz.,  Anchor  and 
Hope,  d£l  7s.,  who,  in  addition,  voted  one  guinea; 
Anglers’  Pride,  19s.  ;  Alma,  11s. ;  Howick  Brothers, 
10s.  (id. ;  Blackfriars,  10s.  ;  Burton,  6s.  ;  Cliftonville, 
8a.  3d. :  Eojal  George,  Ss. ;  West  London,  5s. ;  Grange, 
5b.  ;  Lincoln,  3s.  6d. 

Mr.  Mitchell  and  two  other  members  of  a  newly 
formed  society,  called  the  Pixie  Brothers  A.S.,  attended 
and  requested  to  be  enrolled,  their  rules  were  sub¬ 
mitted,  and  the  members  being  bond  fide  anglers  who 
are  well  aware  of  the  responsibilities  attached  to  the 
privilege  card,  &c.,  it  was  agreed  on  the  notion  of  Mr.  J. 
Smith  to  enroll  them. 

The  auditors,  Messrs.  T.  Goodwin  and  W.  Elsmore, 
gave  their  reports  in  reference  to  the  accounts  and 
l»alance  sheet,  which  they  stated  were  of  an  exception¬ 
ally  satisfactory  nature,  a  substantial  balance  being 
carried  forward,  and  the  hooks  were  kept  in  a  clear  and 


straightforward  manner.  The  auditors’  report  and 
balance  sheet  were  submitted  and  adopted :  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  auditors  for 
their  work  in  this  matter. 

It  was  further  agreed,  seeing  the  very  satisfactory 
financial  position  of  the  association,  to  make  the  price 
of  the  privilege  tickets  Is.  Id.  for  the  ensuing  season. 

Messrs.  W.  Parkin  and  W.  Elsmore  were  appointed 
scrutineers  to  count  the  ballot  papers,  which  were  handed 
to  the  delegates  for  them  to  decide  upon  whom  the 
selection  for  the  working  committees  should  fall.  The 
result  being  duly  declared  that  the  following  were 
elected  to  serve  on  the  general  committee :  Messrs. 
Parkin,  Elsmore,  Crnmplen,  F.  Williams,  J.  S)nith, 
Patman,  T.  Goodwins,  S.  C.  Harding,  J.  Wright, 
C.  Watling,  F.  Atkins,  C.  Eoberts  ;  and  on  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Committee,  Messrs.  H.  Patman,  W.  Beesley, 
W.  Wade,  H.  Stretch,  C.  Watling,  T.  Goodwins,  and 
F.  Atkins  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  being  appointed  auditor 
to  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 

The  following  officers  were  re-elected  :  president,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Medcalf ;  vice-president,  Mr.  J.  Kelly  ;  Tyler,  Mr. 
Farebrother ;  visiting  officer,  Mr.  C.  Watling ;  Mr. 
Thos.  Crumplen,  to  represent  ns  on  the  T.A.P.S.  :  and 
Messrs.  Wright  and  Wade,  trustees.  Vote  of  thanks 
was  given  to  all  the  officers  for  the  past  year’s  work. 

The  visiting  officer,  Mr.  C.  Watling,  reported  that  a 
successful  visit  bad  been  paid  to  the  Amicable  Brothers 
A.S.,  twenty  clubs  being  present ;  the  next  visit  is  to  the 
Amicable  Waltonians. 

The  chairman  of  committee  reported  that  they  had 
secured  for  the  members  of  the  association  the  exclusive 
right  to  fish  two  miles  of  magnificent  water  at  Amber- 


ley,  which  had  been  closed  to  anglers  for  ten  years  past. 
The  water  in  question  is  believed  to  be  even  superior  to 
that  formerly  rented  at  Pulborough,  and  for  bank  fish¬ 
ing  has  no  equal  in  the  district.  It  is  within  cheap  and 
easy  distance  of  London,  and  its  acquisition  cannot  fail 
to  insure  continued  sport  to  the  members. 

The  London  and  South-Western  Eailway  have  with¬ 
drawn  their  proposal  to  require  anglers  to  deposit  a 
voucher  at  their  booking  office  on  each  occasion,  and  the 
old  arrangements  will  now  continue  in  force. 

The  London  and  North-Western  Eailway  have 
granted  to  anglers  the  concession  of  cheap  travelling  to 
fifteen  different  stations  on  their  system,  particulars  of 
which  will  be  given  to  each  member. 

Secretaries  of  the  various  clubs  are  requested  to  for¬ 
ward  lists  for  privilege  tickets  as  early  as  possible,  all 
letters  to  be  addressed  to  the  secretary,  W.  J.  Wade, 
6,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey,  S  E. 


Fifth  Eye  House  Competition. — Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
the  following  amount :  Convivial,  43.  The  committee 
request  that  secretaaes  will  forward  cash  or  tickets 
immediately,  as  they  wish  to  bring  the  competition  to  a 
close,  so  as  the  result  may  appear  in  the  annual  balance- 
sheet  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent.  Will  “  M.  A.” 
kindly  let  me  know  when  I  shall  receive  his  prize  pro¬ 
mised,  as  the  winner  would  like  to  receive  the  same. 
Secretaries  will  greatly  oblige  by  sending  in  their 
accounts,  otherwise  I  shall  have  to  post  the  names  of 
those  who  have  failed  to  return  tickets  or  cash. — 
S.  Malbt,  secretary. 


MAY-FLIES. 

The  Heaviest  Baskets  on  record  were  made  last  season 

with  James  Ogden’s  Gem  Patterns. 

JAME 

28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

JAMES  OGDEN’S  CELEBRATED  MULTDM-IN-PARYO  FLY  RODS,  II  Is. 

Every  description  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  Dressed  on  the  Premises,  and 

despatched  per  return  of  post. 


N.B.—No  Connection  with  any  other  Persons  assuming  the 

same  Name. 


BAbbit.  3he«p.  and  Flablncr  Netting ;  Roofing  Felta, 
T»rp4ulingii :  Fanoy  Horse  Suitings,  Loin  Cloths,  Dii-ring 
Aprons,  Driving  Bands,  Ac.  Send  for  Illustrated  Cata¬ 
logue  and  aamples  (poet  free)  to  AlfDRSW  POTTBR, 
Melbourne  Works,  Wolverhampton.  Maker  to  H.M.  the 
Queen  and  H.R.H.  the  Piit  ce  of  Walee.  Awarded 
lU  Qc4d  and  Silver  Medals. 


TRADE  CAROS. 


Adverttaementa  Inaerted  in  thia  Uolamn  at  a 
Jfiarge  (prepaid)  of  2/6  per  Inch,  and  pro  rmt* 
Ulnlmom  Oharge,  2/6. 


NGLEES,  when  preparing  for  the 
coming  season,  don’t  forget  that 
your  old  friend  “  The  Trent  Otter,” 
late  of  Newark-on-Trent,  still  makes  xhe 
very  best  and  cheapest  hand-made  Bottom 
Fishing  and  Spinning  Eods  in  the  market; 
reels,  reel  lines,  gut  lines,  gut  hooks,  and 
general  tackle  of  exceptional  quality. 
Hlustrated  and  Descriptive  Catalogues, 
70  pages,  post  free  to  any  address. — 
J.  W.  MAETIN,  Offord  D'Arcy,  HUNT¬ 
INGDON. 


T3  HANDLINGS,  Maiden  Dews,  Cock- 
spurs,  Pinkheads,  and  Small  Eeds, 
300,  Is.  6d.  ;  500,  2s. ;  1000,  3s.  6d. 

Carriage  paid.  Trout  Flies,  &c.  Also 
large  Lobs  for  Salmon  Fishing.  Bags  3d. 
extra. — Address,  T.  Holmes,  10,  Bingley- 
street,  Leeds. 


'THSAKSR’S 

Pure  Silk  Twisted  &  Plaited  Lines. 

Plaited  Roach  ...  Is.  8d.) 

Barbel  ...  '29.  2d.  f  j 

Pike  .  4s.  od. 

Salmon  ...  4s.  lOd. 

Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples. 

Best  Nottingham  Lob- worms,  3s.  per  1000. 
Wlioleaale  dealer  in  Marsh-worms,  small  Eeds, 
Minnows,  and  Cadbaits. 


THEAEEB,  10,  Canal-st.,  Nottingham. 

David  muhkay,  peactical  gun  and 
FISHING  TACKLE  MAKEE,  42,  St. 
David-street,  Brechin  N.B. 

Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Eods  at  all 
prices,  also  Eeels,  Lines,  Cast  Lines,  Flies,  Tackle 
Books,  Creels,  Fishing  Bags,  Gaffs,  Landing 
Nets,  &c.,  Ac. 

Wading  Trousers,  Stockings,  and  Boots. 
Famed  Fly  Casts  and  Flies  forTay,  North  Esk, 
South  Esk,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Forfarshire. 
Special  Tay  and  Loch  Leven  Flies  and  Casts. 
All  information  as  to  Shooting  and  Fishing  of 
the  district  gladly  supplied. _ 

Cloth  Binding  Cases 

FOE  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BK  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  Office,  Bream’s  Buildings,  E.C. 

Price  2  6.  Post-free  2/0. 


THE  BROADS,  NORFOLK. 

Wherry-Yachts  for  Parties  wishing  to 
visit  and  fish  on  the  Norfolk  Broads, 
having  Ladies’  and  Gentlemen’s  cabins. 
For  particulars  apply 

PRESS  Sc  PAIalaETT, 

North  Walsham,  Norfolk. 

Regd.  No.  SOMETHING  NEW.  184,743. 

The  "PERFECT”  plat  BEND  HOOK,  deaigned 
Bpeclally  to  avoid  the  tearing  away  of  the  hook 
from  tender-mouthed  fish,  such  as  grayling,  roach, 
dace.  &c.  When  struck,  and  the  hook  barbed,  the 
chances  of  losing  a  fish  are  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Price,  cash  with  order  (tied  to  fine  gut,  and  looped 
for  attaching  to  the  trace).  Is.  per  doz.,  post  free ;  '2  dos. 
and  upwards  at  lOd.  doz.  A  sample  hook  will  sent 
to  anyone  trending  a  stamped  envelope  for  same. 

Address:  JOHN  C.  PEEFECT, 

204  &  2U5,  Station  Street,  Bnrton-on-Treirt. 


THE 

GERMAN  FISHING  GAZETTE 

A  WEEKLY, 

Ib  published  at  Stettin  (Germany),  by  Hbbbgee 
&  Lebeuns.  Devoted  to  Angling,  (Commercial 
Fishing,  Fish  Trade,  Fish  Coltore,  and  Aquaria. 

Sample  copies  free  and  post  paid.  Annual 
inbscrfptlon,  post  free,  12  marks  (12  shillings). 
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NOTICE.  - 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  ever  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News¬ 
agents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &o., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Makston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 

of  Subsovlption. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  .  lOs.  6d. 

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  58.  4d. 

„  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annnal  sub- 

soription,  including  postage .  128.  6d. 


Adirevtisemenfei. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.— “  BIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


—  — 

SATURDAY,  MAY  20th,  1893. 


SOME  ARTIFICIAL  MAY-FLIES. 


MR.  JAMES  OGDEN’S  GEMS,  &c. 

Samples  of  May-flies  from  Mr.  James  Ogden, 
of  28,  Winchcomb-street,  Cheltenham,  just  to 
hand,  fully  bear  out  what  he  says  in  a  note 
accompanying  them. 

“  I  enclose  a  few  Mays  for  your  inspection,  and 
the  favour  of  your  esteemed  notice  of  the  same  in 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  have  every  confidence  in 
saying  that  these  are  by  far  the  best  I  have  ever 
sent,  every  pattern  is  a  real  good  killing  fly.” 

They  are  grand  flies,  and  we  are  glad  to  see 
again  one  pattern  which  we  several  years  ago 
christened  “  The  Gem”;  it  is  improved  by  a  more 
delicate  body  than  as  originally  made.  A  new 
“  sunk  ”  fly,  which  looks  very  killing,  has  a  dark 
purple  body  ribbed  with  a  broad  rib  of  pale  yellow 
silk.  The  same  body  with  summer  duck  wing 
looks  deadly  also.  The  shape  and  “  set  ”  of  the 
wings  in  all  the  patterns  is  excellent,  being  espe¬ 
cially  so  in  Ogden’s  Dark  Mackerel.  These 
patterns  and  many  others  are  dressed  on  hooks 
on  fine  gut  (not  too  fine),  or  on  eyed  hooks. 

Mr.  Ogden  is  himself  very  keen  on  May- fly 
fishing,  and  makes  some  big  baskets  often  with 
his  “  sunk  ”  patterns,  which  are  used  when  the 
fish  are  refusing  the  floater. 

We  have  sent  Mr.  Ogden’s  patterns  on  to  the 
”  Amateur  Angler,”  with  the  hope  that  he  will 
soon  introduce  them  to  the  Itchen  trout,  and 


have  sent  Mr.  Ogden  an  order  for  some  of  the  flies 
with  dark  purple  body  ribbed  with  broad  rib  of 
yellow  silk  and  a  ginger  hackle,  the  name  of 
which  shall  be  given  in  our  next  issue. 


MR.  G.  HOLLAND’S  MAY-FLIES. 

Mr.  Holland  makes  probably  more  May-flies 
for  Hampshire  streams  than  any  other  maker. 
He  knows  and  makes  the  favourite  patterns  of 
Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford,  and  any  angler  possess¬ 
ing  a  good  supply  of  his  flies  with  wings  of 
different  shades  ranging  from  light  Egyptian 
goose  to  a  very  dark  olive,  will  kill  trout  any¬ 
where.  He  makes  his  flies  not  too  large  ;  we  are 
sure  there  is  a  better  chance  of  rising  and  cer¬ 
tainly  of  hooking  with  a  small  May-fly  than  with 
a  large  one. 

Mr.  Holland’s  address  is  now  29,  The  Square, 
Canterbury.  We  had  almost  omitted  to  mention 
that  Mr.  H.,  following  Mr.  Halford’s  directions, 
pays  great  attention  to  the  floating  powers  of 
his  flies. 


^cotc^ 

By  Mac. 

McBotjncer  writeth  :  “After  my  digression 
of  last  week  I  now  feel  bound  to  give  a  thorough 
good  gillie  anecdote.  The  incident  happened  long 
ago,  but,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  it  has  never  yet 
appeared  in  print.  A  certain  chief  in  the  West 
Highlands,  accompanied  by  a  trusty  gillie,  or 
stalker,  went  on  a  deerstalking  expedition  to  a 
lonely  hut  in  the  recesses  of  the  forest,  where 
the  antlered  monarch  could  be  outdone  by  fair 
honest  stalking,  such  as  the  second  Marquis  of 
Breadalbane,  the  sixth  Duke  of  Athole,  and  other 
highland  noblemen,  at  one  time  delighted  in. 
Such  expeditions  meant  hardships,  isolation  from 
the  world  for  perhaps  more  than  a  week,  and  at 
times  a  good  deal  of  personal  risk  was  involved ; 
but  no  doubt  these  drawbacks  were  more  than 
compensated  for  by  the  exciting  pleasure  of  out¬ 
witting  the  wary  stag  by  fairplay.  The  gillie 
carried  the  wallet,  containing  such  articles  as 
were  considered  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
journey.  They  had  not  proceeded  many  miles  into 
the  forest  when  Donald,  who  was  an  inveterate 
smoker,  made  the  awful  discovery  that  he  had 
left  his  tobacco  behind  him.  What  was  to  be 
done  ?  Oich,  oich  !  how  could  he  do  for  several 
days  without  a  smoke,  and  live?  were  questions 
which  vexed  his  brain.  He  knew  that  the  wallet 
contained  a  goodly  supply  of  his  master’s  tobacco, 
but  steal  he  would  not,  neither  did  he  like  to  take 
the  liberty  of  asking  for  it.  Donald  was,  how¬ 
ever,  like  most  of  his  class,  a  man  of  great  re¬ 
source,  and  once  a  happy  thought  struck  him, 
he  did  not  delay  long  in  putting  it  into  execu¬ 
tion.  Fixing  a  pin  to  the  end  of  his  walking- 
stick,  he  gave  his  chief  a  good  prog  with  it  in 
the  calf  of  the  leg  from  behind,  and  immediately 
commenced  slashing  the  heather  about  his 
master’s  feet,  shouting,  “  A  serpent,  a  serpent.” 
Owing  partly  to  the  pain  so  suddenly  and  unex¬ 
pectedly  inflicted  by  the  pin,  and  partly  to  a  dread 
of  the  consequences  of  a  snake-bite,  especially  on 
a  lonely  mountain  side,  far  removed  from  medical 
aid,  the  laird  for  about  the  space  of  half  a  minute 
performed  some  gymnastics  which  might  be 
described  as  a  Highland  fling,  an  Irish  j  ig,  and  an 
Indian  war-dance  thrown  into  one.  Although  his 
agile  evolutions,  with  his  tartans  floating  in  the 
breeze,  did  not  by  any  means  add  to  the  dignity 
of  a  Highland  chief,  they  might,  if  properly 
imitated,  be  the  means  of  earning  one’s  fortune  at 
the  Aquarium  or  Alhambra.  “  Oh  Donald,”  he 
says,  “  the  serpent  you  have  seen  has  bitten  me. 
See,  as  fast  as  you  can,  if  any  cure  can  be  got.” 
Donald  lowered  his  chief’s  hose,  and  there  sure 
enough  the  inflamed  puncture  could  be  seen  with 
a  little  hlood  oozing  at  the  orifice.  Donald  pro¬ 
nounced  the  case  a  bad  one,  but  if  tobacco  were 
immediately  applied,  fatal  consequences  might  be 
averted,  as  it  was  capital  for  extracting  the  poison. 
No  sooner  said  than  done;  a  cake  was  applied, 
then  another,  until  Donald  ostensibly  thought  the 
cure  was  effected,  though  in  reality  it  was  when 
he  thought  he  had  sufficient  tobacco  for  the 
journey.  Not  only  did  he  enjoy  his  pipe  during 
the  expedition,  but  special  favours  were  after¬ 


wards  conferred  on  Donald  for  the  semi-mira¬ 
culous  manner  in  which  he  had  saved  his  master’s 
life.” 


Our  Ross-shire  correspondent  writes  ;  “  Very 
little  has  been  done  on  the  Ross-shire  rivers  for 
the  last  few  weeks.  The  continued  drought  has 
caused  them  to  get  very  low,  and  the  hope  of 
hooking  any  salmon  has  now  been  abandoned 
until  there  come  a  few  days’  rain.  Some  good 
trout  are  being  got,  however,  on  several  of  the 
rivers,  and  on  Friday  of  last  week  fresh  trout 
were  for  sale  on  the  Dingwall  “  cross,”  an  occur¬ 
rence  which  has  never  before  taken  place  at  this 
or,  in  fact,  any  other  season  of  the  year.  In  this 
case  they  came  from  one  of  the  west  coast  rivers, 
and  appeared  in  fine  condition.  While  our  whole 
matters  are  here  very  quiet,  there  are  two  very 
interesting  facts  to  record.  About  ten  days  ago 
Mr.  Nisbet,  Inspector  of  Conon  Fisheries,  turned 
into  this  river  and  its  tributaries  about  50,000 
salmon  fry,  hatched  and  reared  in  a  hatchery 
established  at  Conon  under  his  supervision  one 
or  two  years  ago.  The  ova  were  last  year  got 
from  the  Brora,  and  the  hatching  was  most  suc¬ 
cessful,  not  more  than  2  per  cent,  of  the  total 
having  addled.  Up  till  last  season  the  Conon 
hatchery  was  the  only  one  within  the  bounds  of 
the  county,  but  last  summer  Mr.  Frederick  Shool- 
bred,  of  London,  who  recently  purchased  the 
small  estate  of  Gildermorie  to  the  north-east  of 
Ben  Wyvis  had  another  erected  there  which  has 
done  exceedingly  well.  Through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Dee  and  Forth  Fishery  Boards  supplies  of 
ova  were  obtained  from  the  rivers  Dee  and  Teith, 
and  Mr.  Cramb,  Inspector  of  the  Alness  Fisheries, 
who  superintended  the  hatchery,  had  the  pleasure 
the  other  day  of  turning  into  the  river  several 
thousands  of  fry,  having  lost  but  a  very  trifling 
percentage  of  ova.”  _ 

I  HEAR  from  Mr.  Grant,  of  the  Gordon  Arms, 
Huntly,  that  “owing  to  the  drought  still  con¬ 
tinuing,  the  Deveron  and  Bogie  are  getting 
lower,  and  the  trouting  on  them  poorer  than 
ever.”  He  says  he  can  offer  no  encouragement 
to  anglers  to  come  North,  and  that  there  will  be 
no  fishing  worth  a  “  rap  ”  until  there  is  a  spate. 
Notwithstanding  the  adverse  circumstances, 
there  would,  however,  appear  to  be  some  trout 
taking,  for  he  mentions  that,  “  one  day  last  week 
a  loon  had  ll|lb.  of  trout  on  the  Bogie.” 


Mr.  Angus  Morrison,  of  Melvich  Hotel, 
writes  “  that  the  lochs  that  he  has  been  stocking 
for  several  years  past  with  fry  of  native  and 
imported  strains  are  likely  to  do  splendidly  in  a 
few  years.  In  several  of  them  the  young  fish 
appear  to  be  particularly  numerous,  and  to  be 
as  a  rule  between  five  and  seven  inches  in 
length.”  _ 

A  FRIEND  at  Braemar  writes  me :  “  The  fishing 
on  the  Dee  and  all  about  here  has  at  last  gone  off 
— is  just  now  at  a  perfect  deadlock  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  water.  More  than  ever  rain  is 
needed.” 


I  HEAR  from  the  Garry  of  Inverness-shire  “  that 
never  was  the  salmon  angling  so  poor  there  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  Not  a  thing  is  doing  on 
the  Ness,  Loch  Ness,  the  Morristown,  the  Oich, 
Loch  Oich,  the  Garry,  Loch  Garry,  or  Upper 
Garry.  Anglers  have  all  gone  off  perfectly 
dotvn-lugged  by  reason  of  the  utter  want  of  sport. 
Trout  anglers,  however,  are  doing  fairly  well  on 
some  of  the  waters,  but  nothing  like  what  they 
should  do  at  this  time,  which  is  usually  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  best  of  the  season.  The 
Garry  gillies  maintain  that  half  an  ordinary 
season’s  head  of  fi.sh  have  not  yet  got  into 
the  river,  and  they  therefore  expect  that  they 
will  come  with  the  next  spate;  but  not  unlikely 
this  year  the  next  spate  will  not  come  in 
time.  The  weather  hitherto  has  been  so 
mysterious  as  to  knock  all  reckoning  on  the  head 
— it  still  is  dry  as  a  Hielanman,  and  the  glass 
keeps  steady.”  _ 

Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes ;  “  The 
rain  that  fell  last  Friday  only  raised  the  North 
Esk  one  inch  and  a  half,  which  was  no  use,  as  it 
was  not  enough  to  bring  in  more  fish  into  the 
river  nor  let  them  get  up.  The  salmon  are  im- 
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provinpf  a  little  on  the  coast,  but  they  are  nothing 
like  what  they  should  be  at  this  time.  Grilse  will 
not  come  in  about  until  we  get  a  spate.  One  was 
got  last  week  on  the  coast  fishing  station  at  TTsan 
on  the  South  Esk.  The  trout  fi.shing  has  been 
verj'  poor  this  week,  only  a  few  good  baskets 
being  got  in  the  evening  or  early  in  the  morning 
fishing  with  the  natural  minnow.  The  finnock 
have  entirely  disappeared  from  the  North  and 
South  Esks.  Only  one  clean  salmon  can  be  seen 
at  the  Gannochy  ‘  lonps.’  The  kelts  are  causing 
great  bother  to  anglers  fishing  with  the  natural 
fly, as  they  are  lying  in  great  plenty,  not  being 
able  to  clear  out  for  want  of  water.” 


NOTES  ON  TROU'r  FISHING  IN 
SOME  OF  THE  WELSH  LAKES. 


By  “  Ramrler.” 


Having  done  a  good  deal  of  fly-fishing  during 
the  last  ten  seasons  in  most  of  the  lakes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bettws-y-Ooed,Capel  Curig,and 
Trefriw,  a  short  description  of  some  of  them,  and 
idea  of  the  sport  to  be  obtained,  from  the 
writer’s  personal  observations  and  experience, 
may  be  of  interest  to  anglers  who  are  strangers 
to  this  beautiful  section,  and  who  do  not  object 
to  plenty  of  tramping  in  pursuit  of  the  wily 
trout,  and  are  content  with  only  moderate  sport. 
And  first  let  me  state  that  most  of  the  lakes  in 
this  part  of  North  Wales  can  only  be  reached  by 
walking  the  greater  part  of  the  way,  and  that 
boats  are  not  found  on  many  of  them.  Fishing, 
therefore,  has  to  be  generally  done  from  the  shore, 
or  by  wading,  and  the  angler  before  starting 
for  the  scene  of  action  must  be  prepared  for  a 
hard  day’s  work.  To  this  I  must  add  that  the 
fishing  is  very  uncertain,  and  that  the  trout  as 
a  rule  run  very  small. 

Ty  payment  of  the  nominal  sum  of  three 
shillings  per  annum  fishing  with  a  fly  can  be 
enjoyed  from  the  1st  of  March  until  the  1st  of 
October  in  all  the  lakes  mentioned  in  this  article, 
with  one  exception,  which  will  be  referred  to 
later  on. 

Let  us  start  from  Bettws-y-Coed,  that  well- 
known  resort  of  the  artist,  and  make  the  easy 
climb  of  a  short  hour  to  Llyn  Elsi,  a  medium 
sized  lake  lying  amidst  rocks  and  heather  in  the 
plateau  above  the  woods  on  the  south  side  of  the 
village.  The  water  from  Elsi  supplies  an  adjacent 
slate  quarry,  and  in  dry  weather  the  lake  con¬ 
tracts  a  good  deal,  but  it  is  fortunately  very 
deep  in  a  large  part  of  its  area,  so  this  drain  on 
its  resources  does  not  interfere  much  with  the 
fishing.  There  are  plenty  of  trout  in  Elsi,  and 
big  ones  too,  a  fish  of  41b.  having  been  taken,  but 
they  are  very  shy,  and  do  not  rise  much  to  the 
fly  in  the  daytime,  except  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season.  The  best  sport  in  this  lake  is  to  be  had  in 
May  and  the  first  half  of  June,  as  far  as  fishing  in 
daylight  is  concerned.  Even  daring  this  period, 
one  may  whip  the  water  all  day  without  getting 
or  seeing  a  rise,  as  I  know  from  my  own  expe¬ 
rience  the  first  time  I  tried  the  lake,  which,  as 
a  result  of  the  trial,  I  was  strongly  inclined  to 
believe  did  not  contain  a  trout.  After  the  middle 
of  June  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  fish  in  this  lake 
until  late  in  the  evening,  or  very  early  in  the 
morning. 

A  little  before  sunset,  a  few  breaks  in  the 
water  may  be  seen,  and  as  the  sun  disappears 
and  twilight  sets  in,  the  circles  gradually  in¬ 
crease,  but  not  until  the  light  has  almost  faded 
away  do  the  trout  really  begin  to  move  much. 
T-hen,  sometimes,  on  a  still,  warm  night,  as  dark¬ 
ness  creeps  over  the  scene,  the  lake  may  be  said 
to  boil  over  with  rises,  which  can  be  seen  or 
heard  in  every  direction.  Now  and  then  a  heavy 
flop  on  the  water  tells  the  outside  world  that 
some  monster  of  the  lake  is  on  the  move,  and 
rouses  the  angler’s  ambition  to  fever  height, 
though  he  can  perhaps  hardly  realise  that  this  is 
the  same  lake  he  has  flogged  all  day  without 
seeing  a  rise  or  any  sign  of  a  trout.  Even  in  the 
dark,  when  the  fish  are  in  a  rising  mood,  they  are 
very  shy  and  difficult  to  catch,  and  the  angler  is 
fortunate  who  can  capture  one  or  two  under  these 
circumstances.  If  there  is  a  slight  ripple,  the 
chance  of  success  is  better,  but  very  frequently, 
as  daylight  disappears,  the  breeze  also  dies  away! 
i’ersonally,  I  have  had  better  luck  fishing  during 


the  daytime  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  season  than 
in  the  evening  later  on,  though  I  occasionally 
landed  a  nice  trout  in  the  dark  or  just  before.  I 
never  heard  of  a  large  bag  being  made  in  Elsi  ; 
half  a  dozen  is  a  good  day’s  sport.  But  if 
quantity  is  lacking  to  a  day’s  sport  in  this  lake, 
quality  is  not;  the  Elsi  trout  average  about  a 
pound,  and  much  larger  ones  are  frequently 
caught ;  and  they  are  celebrated  for  their  game¬ 
ness  and  excellent  flavour.  They  fight  tremen¬ 
dously  hard,  and  will  often,  when  apparently 
quite  exhausted,  make  a  rush  for  liberty,  and  per¬ 
haps  obtain  it,  if  one  is  not  on  the  look-out. 

Large  flies  are  generally  the  best  for  Elsi. 
The  March  Brown,  Jied  Spinner,  and  Woodcock 
are  good  for  April  and  first  part  of  May,  and  the 
Coch-y-bun-dhu,  Alder,  and  Black  Hackle  for  the 
latter  part  of  this  month  and  June.  Eor  late 
evening  fishing,  I  would  recommend  the  Cochin 
and  large  White  Moth. 

There  are  now  two  or  three  boats  on  this  lake, 
which  can  be  hired  at  a  moderate  rate,  though  1 
believe  the  chances  are  equally  good  fishing  from 
the  shore,  particularly  about  dark,  when  the  trout 
come  from  out  of  the  deep  water  and  feed  in  the 
shallows.  I  would  not  advise  any  but  those 
possessed  of  a  good  deal  of  patience  and  perse¬ 
verance  to  try  their  luck  in  Elsi.  An  angler  who 
visits  the  lake  must  be  prepared  for  blank  days, 
without,  perhaps,  seeing  a  rise,  but  should  he 
land  one  of  these  capricious  trout,  he  will  not  be 
sorry  for  having  devoted  so  much  time  to  them. 

Let  us  take  the  train  from  Bettws-y-Coed  to 
lioman  Bridge  station  on  the  line  to  Pestiniogg. 
There  is  no  town  or  village  of  Roman  Bridge,  and 
the  people  who  dwell  within  reach  of  the  station 
consist  principally  of  small  farmers  and  their 
families  scattered  about  the  neighbourhood.  A 
walk  of  three  miles  from  the  station — the  last  one 
a  good  deal  against  the  collar — ^will  bring  us  to 
the  small  pool  known  as  Gwen  Parry’s  lake,  or 
more  generally  simply  as  Owen  Parry,  the  pool 
having  been  made  some  years  ago  by  a  person  of 
that  name  for  the  purpose  of  working  a  slate 
quarry  that  was  subsequently  abandoned.  It  lies 
in  a  marshy  district,  and  is  fed  by  a  smail  stream 
that  eventually  runs  into  the  Lledr.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  weed  in  this  pool,  too  much  for  the 
angler’s  convenience  very  often,  and  it  is  almost 
surrounded  by  reeds  and  rushes.  Owen  Parry 
lies  out  of  the  tourists’  beat,  and  to  the  general 
public  it  is  scarcely  known;  consetjuently  it  is 
only  fished  by  a  few  local  anglers,  and  occasional 
strangers  who,  like  myself,  happen  to  know  of  its 
existence.  There  are  lots  of  trout  in  this  lakelet. 
They  average  about  a  ((uarter  of  a  pound,  but  on 
a  favourable  day  one  may  take  a  fair  number  of 
half-pounders  and  even  larger  fish.  When  they 
are  rising  well,  a  moderately- good  angler  can 
secure  from  two  to  three  dozen  fish  without  much 
trouble,  and  larger  baskets  have  often  been  made. 
Occa.sionally  heavy  trout  have  been  caught;  I 
never  landed  one  over  a  pound  and  a  quarter,  but 
I  saw  one  of  over  21b.  killed  by  a  farmer  who 
lives  near  Uolwydellen,  and  a  fish  of  3|lb.  was 
taken  by  the  same  man  a  few  seasons  ago.  The 
first  time  I  tried  Owen  Parry  was  in  company 
with  a  friend  in  the  year  1885,  and  the  time  the 
beginning  of  July.  We  had  fished  theDyweunedd 
lakes  (of  which  I  shall  have  something  to  say 
presently)  nearly  the  whole  morning  without  ob¬ 
taining  any  sport,  and  the  idea  suggested  itself 
to  us  to  walk  across  to  Owen  I’arry,  which 
is  about  a  mile  from  Dywynedd,  and  find  out  if 
there  were  any  trout  in  it.  The  conditions  were 
what  are  generally  considered  favourable  for  fly¬ 
fishing,  but  we  whipped  hard  for  over  an  hour 
and  only  got  a  few  small  trout  the  size  of  large 
minnows.  At  lunch  time  we  resolved  to  return 
to  our  original  fishing  grounds,  if  I  he  sport  did 
not  speedily  improve.  It  was  fortunate  for  us, 
and  the  writer  especially,  that  we  gave  the  pool 
another  trial.  After  lunch  I  waded  out  to  a 
point  at  the  end  of  some  rushes  neither  of  us  had 
tried,  where  the  foothold  was  firm,  and  a  cast  could 
be  made  over  some  deep  open  water.  At  the  first 
or  second  throw  I  saw  a  slight  break  in  the 
water  round  the  tail  fly,  and  I  struck  rather 
carelessly,  thinking  it  was  another  baby  trout, 
when,  to  my  surprise,  I  felt  a  considerable  strain 
on  the  line,  and  the  next  moment  a  trout  of 
three-(iuarters  of  a  pound  jumped  out  of  the  water 
and  then  dashed  across  the  pool,  making  the  reel 
sing  merrily.  He  eventually  broke  away  ]ust  as 
1  had  the  landing-net  ready,  but  we  knew  at  any 


rate  that  the  lake  contained  one  trout  larger  than 
a  minnow,  and  as  the  afternoon  proceeded  we 
found  there  were  plenty  of  others,  and  we  had 
very  fair  sport,  particularly  during  the  last  hour, 
though  we  caught  nothing  over  half  a  pound. 
The  Dyweunedd  Lakes  were  not  thought  of  again 
that  afternoon,  and  it  was  very  reluctantly  that 
we  left  our  new  fishing  grounds  to  catch  the  last 
train  home  from  Roman  Bridge.  Since  that  day 
the  writer  has  spent  many  other  very  pleasant 
ones  ’at  this  little  “  out  of  the  world  lake,”  and 
rarely,  if  ever,  “returned  with  the  creel  quite 
empty ;  more  frequently  with  at  least  a  dozen 
fish  inside  it.  May  and  June  are  the  best  months 
for  O  wen  Parry ;  during  J  uly  and  the  first  part 
of  August  ha  fish  do  not  rise  so  well,  but  towards 
the  end  of  the  latter  month  and  during  Sep¬ 
tember  the  fishing  improves  again.  The  most 
successful  day’s  fishing  I  ever  had  in  this  pool 
was  early  in  September;  the  weather  was  bright 
and  warm,  and  a  nice  breeze  blew  from  the  west. 
Four  dozen  trout,  weighing  between  I21b.  and 
I51b.,  was  the  record  on  that  propitious  occasion, 
and  I  was  not  sorry  when  I  got  to  the  station  and 
relieved  my  shoulders  of  the  creel,  which  was  nearly 
“  full  up.”  Small  flies  are  the  most  killing  for 
Owen  Parry,  particularly  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  season.  I  have  had  most  success  with  a 
tiny  Grey  Quill  Gnat,  meant  to  imitate  a  midge 
as  far  as  possible,  and  I  have  several  times  found 
that  the  fish  will  take  this  when  they  will  not 
look  at  another  fly.  Black  Gnat,  Red  Ant,  Blue 
Duns,  and  small  Brown  and  Black  Hackles  are 
all  good  from  June  until  the  end  of  the  season. 
In  April  and  May  a  medium-sized  March  Brown 
and  Red  Spinner  are  very  effective.  Wading  is 
almost  essential  to  any  chance  of  success ;  the 
reeds  and  rushes  grow  some  distance  out  in 
nearly  every  part  of  the  pool,  and  very  little 
casting  can  be  done  from  the  shore.  Care  must 
be  observed  in  wading,  as  there  are  a  few  boggy 
places,  from  which  extraction  would  be  a  difficult 
matter ;  these  can  be  avoided  by  feeling  the  way, 
and  plenty  of  spots  for  a  good  cast  can  be  found 
where  there  need  be  no  anxiety  about  the  foot¬ 
hold.  The  Owen  Parry  trout  are  fairly  good 
eating,  though  not  equal  to  those  in  some  of  the 
colder  lakes  with  stones  and  rocks  at  the  bottom. 
Taking  it  in  all,  I  consider  Owen  Parry  one  of 
the  best  places  for  fishing  within  reach  of  Bettws- 
y-Coed  ;  it  is  more  certain  than  any  of  the  lakes 
in  this  district,  though,  as  will  be  gathered  from 
previous  remarks,  small  trout  are  generally  the 
order  of  the  day. 

From  Owen  Parry  a  scramble  of  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  in  the  direction  of  Festiniogg  will 
take  the  angler  to  Llyn  Edno,  a  small  piece  of 
water  lying  in  solitude  amongst  high  hills  and 
moorlands.  There  is  no  road  or  path  to  this  lake, 
and  unless  one  knows  just  where  it  lies,  the  best 
way  is  to  follow  the  stream  that  runs  into  Owen 
Parry,  and  which  rises  close  to  Edno ;  this  is 
rather  a  rough  route,  and  longer  than  the  direct 
one,  but  by  trying  the  latter,  a  stranger  might 
have  considerable  trouble  in  finding  the  lake. 
Although  I  have  included  Edno  in  this  article, 

I  know  very  little  about  it  from  personal  experi¬ 
ence,  having  only  been  there  twice,  and  under 
very  unfavourable  circumstances  for  fishing  on 
both  occasions.  The  first  time  was  on  a  very 
warm  day,  and  the  breeze  died  away  completely 
before  I  had  been  half  an  hour  at  the  lake ; 
during  that  time  I  caught  a  nice  trout  of  lOoz. 
It  was  useless  fishing  when  there  was  not  the 
slightest  curl  on  the  w'ater,  and  as  the  wind  did 
spring  after  waiting  three  or  four  hours  I  gave 
it  up.  I  saw  a  fair  number  of  trout  rising  to 
the  natural  fly,  some  of  which  seemed  to  be 
good  fish.  The  second  time  I  visited  Edno 
was  with  two  others,  rather  late  in  the  season,  on 
a  cold,  raw  day,  with  the  wind  from  the  north¬ 
east.  It  was  foolish  trying  a  mountain  lake  on 
such  a  day  ;  but  we  paid  for  our  folly,  as  none  of 
us  had  a  single  rise,  and  our  hands  got  so  numbed 
we  could  hardly  hold  our  rods.  We  put  up  soon 
after  mid-day,  and  returned  to  Bettws-y-Coed  by 
the  early  train.  Llyn  Edno  has  the  reputation  of 
containing  large  trout,  which  are  said  to  be  very 
shy.  I  have  heard  of  some  very  fine  ones  being 
taken,  and,  on  a  favourable  day,  a  good  basket 
might  be  made ;  but  it  is  a  long  business  getting 
there,  and  a  great  part  of  the  day  is  consumed 
going  to  and  fro. 

A  quarter  of  an  hour’s  walk  across  the  moors 
will  take  us  to  the  two  Dyweunedd  lakes,  lying  at 
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the  foot  of  a  spur  of  Moel  Siabod.  There  is  a 
road  to  these  lakes  from  Eoman  Bridge  station, 
the  distance  being  about  the  same  as  to  Owen 
Parry.  They  are  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  and  divided  by  a  narrow  channel. 
The  lakes  are  almost  hemmed  in  by  mountains, 
and  tbe  scenery  all  around  is  very  grand  and 
wild.  I  have  frequently  spent  a  whole  day  in 
these  solitudes  without  seeing  a  human  being. 

The  Dyw’eunedd  lakes  are  leased  by  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  Gwydyr  estate,  but  permission  to 
fish  will  be  granted  to  any  fair  angler  on  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  lessees.  There  is  a  boat  on  the  lakes, 
which  persons  having  permission  to  fish  are 
allowed  the  use  of.  When  the  writer  first  knew 
these  lakes,  ten  years  ago,  the  fishing  was  very 
good,  and  a  couple  of  dozen  trout  averaging  half 
a  pound,  and  amongst  them  a  few  of  a  pound  or 
larger,  was  a  fair  average  basket ;  but  during  the 
last  few  years  the  sport  has  fallen  oif,  owing 
principally  to  poaching  with  otters  and  cross-lines, 
this  lake  having  been  patronised  more  than  any 
other  in  this  district  by  illegal  fishermen.  Thanks, 
however,  to  the  efforts  of  the  present  lessees,  who 
have  restocked  the  water,  and  checked  the  ottering 
by  means  of  floats,  the  fishing  has  considerably 
improved,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  as  good  again  as  of  old.  The  fish  average 
from  six  to  eight  ounces,  but  much  larger  ones 
have  frequently  been  taken ;  the  writer  has 
caught  several,  ranging  from  a  pound  to  a 
pound  and  a  half,  and  others  have  landed  bigger 
ones  than  this.  The  Dyweunedd  trout  ai-e 
very  game,  and  excellent  eating.  June  is  by 
far  the  best  month.  In  July  the  fishing  is 
very  poor ;  it  improves  again  later  in  the  season, 
but  is  very  uncertain  even  then.  Medium-sized 
fl  ies  are  the  best  for  these  lakes ;  those  used  for  E  Isi, 
mounted  on  rather  smaller  hooka,  will  do  well  here, 
and  Cock-y-bun-dhu  is  particularly  good  in  June. 

A  few  rods  below  the  first  lake  are  some  deep 
pools  formed  by  the  stream  issuing  from  the  lake, 
and  known  as  “The  Deeps.”  These  pools  can 
only  he  fished  by  wading,  and  there  are  some 
boggy  places  which  must  be  avoided.  There  are 
lots  of  trout  in  the  deeps,  and  some  large  ones  too  ; 
as  a  rule  they  average  about  a  quarter  of  a  pound. 
When  there  is  a  stiff  breeze  excellent  sport  may 
sometimes  be  had,  though  not  so  good  as  in 
former  years,  when  the  fish  were  less  shy. 
Unfortunately  weeds  are  numerous  in  these  holes, 
and  through  their  aid  many  fish  escape  before 
they  can  be  introduced  to  the  landing-net.  Small 
flies  like  those  1  recommended  for  Owen  Parry 
are  the  most  killing. 

High  up  in  a  recess  on  the  east  side  of  Moel 
Siabod  the  little  lake  of  Llyn-y-Foel  lies  snugly 
hid.  This  lake  may  be  reached  from  Bettws-y- 
Coed  or  Dolwydellen,  but  in  either  case  the  walk 
is  Iona:  and  laborious,  and  a  lot  of  stiff  climbing 
has  to  be  done  before  one  gets  to  the  lake.  There 
are  a  good  many  trout  in  Llyn-y-Poel ;  they  run 
from  two  ounces  to  three-quarters  of  a  pound,  the 
average  being  four  or  five  to  the  pound.  Good 
baskets  are  made  here  sometimes.  I  have  not 
often  fished  the  lake  but  have  done  fairly  well  on 
the  occasions  that  I  went  to  it,  and  generally 
returned  with  a  few  half-pounders.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  it  is  impossible  to  fish  a  great  part  of  the 
lake  on  account  of  its  being  very  boggy  and 
weedy,  and  there  is  no  boat.  In  the  few  places 
where  wading  can  be  safely  done,  the  casting  is 
fairly  good,  and  if  the  fish  are  rising  well,  one  will 
have  better  sport  than  might  be  expected  from 
the  small  area  of  water  which  can  be  reached. 
Small  flies  are  also  best  for  Llyn-y-Foel ;  I  found 
the  Black  Gnat  particularly  effective  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  season.  Owing  probably  to  the 
muddy  nature  of  the  lake,  the  fish  are  soft  on  the 
lake  and  below  the  usual  standard  of  mountain 
trout.  A  person  who  likes  a  long  walk  and  wild 
mountain  scenery,  and  is  satisfied  with  moderate 
sport,  may  spend  an  enjoyable  day  in  fishing 
Llyn-y-Poel,  but  it  is  a  resort  for  only  good 
pedestrians.  On  a  future  occasion  I  hope  to  say 
something  about  a  few  other  lakes  in  this  section 
of  North  Wales. 


A  Yorkshire  branch  of  the  British  Sea  Angler’s 
Society,  with  headquarters  at  Scarborough,  has 
been  formed.  It  promises  to  be  a  great  success. 
Full  particulars  in  next  issue.  Our  Yorkshire 
friends  have  the  advantage  of  us  in  the  south  in 
having  first-rate  sea  fishing  almost  at  their  doors. 


iEotes  anir  itutries 


An  English  salmon  angler,  who  fishes  regularly 
in  Norway,  writes,  “What  an  understanding 
contributor  you  have  in  Mr.  Murdoch.  I  find  no 
fishing  articles  anywhere  at  present  that  show, 
as  his  do,  acquaintance  with  the  ‘  hawbits  o' 
the  saumon.'  ” 


United  Action  Against  Poachers. — Quite  a 
new  move  has  taken  development  in  the  north, 
which  may  yet  be  fraught  with  grand  results  to 
anglers  on  free  fishings.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon  has  for  years  granted  long 
stretches  of  the  Deveron  and  Bogie  free  to 
anglers  to  fish  for  both  .salmon  and  trout  with  the 
rod.  This  boon  is  free  to  all  visitors  and  natives 
alike.  Of  recent  years  a  considerable  amount  of 
poaching  has  been  carried  on,  nets  and  other 
illegal  instruments  being  freely  used.  An  asso¬ 
ciation  has  just  been  formed  with  Mr.  Mellis, 
Battlehill,  Huntly,  as  president,  called  the 
“  Huntly  Free  Fishings  Protection  Association,” 
the  objects  of  which  are  (1)  To  preserve  and 
improve  all  the  free  fishings  in  and  around 
Huntly  ;  (2)  To  prevent  illegal  and  unfair  fishing  ; 
(3)  To  increase  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  rivers. 
Watchers  are  to  be  placed  on  the  river,  and  the 
Duke  has  promised  to  prosecute  on  evidence 
being  submitted  to  him.  A  circular  bearing  on 
these  points  has  been  issued,  and  inciting  sub¬ 
scriptions  from  those  interested. 


The  Solway  Rivers  and  their  Tributarie.s. 
— The  Carlisle  Patriot  says  that  the  authorities 
on  the  Scotch  side  of  the  Solway  desire  to  extend 
the  system  of  fixed  engines  or  nets  along  the 
northern  shore.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell’s  Bill, 
which  has  been  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  which  substantially  gives  effect  to 
the  recommendations  of  a  committee  who  recently 
inquired  into  the  subject,  proposes  to  empower 
the  Dumfriesshire  Fishery  Board  to  issue  as 
many  licences  as  it  thinks  proper  to  take  white 
fish  by  means  of  paidle  nets.  The  only  precau¬ 
tion  has  respect  to  the  neighbouring  salmon 
fisheries,  which  are  not  to  be  injured.  The  paidle 
net,  like  the  stake  net  used  on  the  same  coast 
to  take  salmon,  is  a  “  fixed  engine ;  ”  in  other 
words,  it  is  attached  to  the  soil,  and  during  the 
currency  of  his  licence  the  person  using  it  will 
en -joy  a  “  several,”  or  exclusive  fishery.  By  the 
law  of  England  such  implements  are  illegal, 
because  here  the  fishing  is  declared  “  free  ”  to  all 
persons  alike,  which  of  course  it  cannot  be  if  any 
one  appropriates  a  portion  of  the  shore  by  estab¬ 
lishing  a  net  upon  it.  The  Cumberland  fisher¬ 
men,  it  appears,  have  to  capture  fish  with  hand 
nets,  while  their  rivals  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
border  sweep  them  in  by  machinery  operating  day 
and  night.  Sir  Herbert  iMaxwell’s  Bill  deals  with 
the  Solway  alone,  which  he  defines  as  “that  portion 
of  the  said  Firth  which  extends  along  the  shores 
of  Dumfries,  Kirkcudbright,  and  Wigtown,  as 
far  west  as  the  Mull  of  Galway.”  Sir  G.  Tre¬ 
velyan’s  Bill  excludes  the  Solway  entirely. 
Consequently  the  long  standing  feud  with  regard 
to  the  Solway,  in  the  interests  of  the  numerous 
salmon  and  trout  rivers,  which  find  their  way  into 
that  famous  estuary,  will  be  resumed  again  by 
Sir  H.  Maxwell  single  handed,  with  an  opposing 
force  leaning  towards  the  welfare  of  the  river.i 
Nith,  Annan,  Esk,  and  Eden,  and  the  numerous 
smaller  rivulets  which  feed  those  well-known 
angling  resorts.  Without  diving  into  the  ins  and 
outs  of  this  vexed  and  long  pending  question  that 
has  now  existed  between  the  Scots  on  the  one  side 
of  the  border,  and  the  Cumbrians  on  the  other, 
one  cannot  help  thinking,  and  knowing  too,  that 
the  subject  has  never  yet  been  tackled  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  by  a  man  who  thoroughly  understands  the 
subject,  or  who,  if  he  did  understand  its  various 
ramifications,  had  his  mind  free  and  untrammelled 
in  relation  to  the  vexed  and  complex  subject. 
With  regard  to  the  Eden,  it  is  not  only  suffering 
from  the  excessive  drought  and  running  low,  but 
below  Carlisle  the  river  is  simply  an  open  sewer. 
In  the  Witheral  and  Warwick  stretches  some 
salmon  have  been  caught,  and  trout  are  rising 
to  the  fly,  but  not  eagerly.  The  Eden  Fishery 
Board  has  a  wide  field  in  front  of  it. 


A  RESIDENT  on  the  Itchen  encloses  a  May-fly 
in  a  letter  written  to  us  on  Monday  last,  and  says, 
“  The  fly  will  be  on  in  three  or  four  days.” 

We  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
an  error  we  made  in  our  notice  of  the  “  Angler’s 
Diary’'  for  this  year,  on  page  327  of  our  issue  of 
May  6th.  We  said  the  book  would  be  forwarded 
post  free  for  Is.  6d.,  whereas  it  should  have 
been  Is.  8d. 


Mr.  F.  Wilkinson,  of  Barnes,  and  Mr. 
Wheeley,  fishing  at  Shepperton  Weir  on  Monday, 
the  8th  inst.,  landed  a  brace  of  trout,  the  first- 
named  gentleman  taking  a  magnificent  young 
fish,  in  splendid  condition,  weighing  6.Ub.,  Mr. 
Wheeley  securing  a  little  beauty  of  3r>lb.  This 
is  good  fishing,  as  the  water  was  like  glass. 


The  Newfoundland  Seal  Fishings. — A  New¬ 
foundland  telegram  states  that  the  seal  fishing 
has  been  a  failure  this  season.  The  total  catch  is 
under  100,000  seals,  the  lowest  yet  known.  The 
cause  of  the  failure  was  that  the  herd  had  passed 
south  before  the  arrival  of  the  steamers.  The 
“Esquimaux”  has  900  old  and  800  young  seals, 
equivalent  to  3000  young  seals,  which  will  yield 
only  about  3-5  tons  of  oil.  Last  year  her  catch 
was  650  tons  of  oil.  The  other  two  Dundee 
vessels,  the  “  Aurora  ”  and  the  “  Terra  Nova,” 
have  reached  St.  John’s  with  catches  much  shorter 
than  the  average  fishing.  The  “  Terra  Nova  ”  has 
4800  young  and  2700  old  seals,  equal  to  120  tons 
of  oil,  while  the  “  Aurora  ”  has  7100  young  and 
6-iO  old  seals,  equal  to  100  tons  of  oil.  The  three 
Dundee  ships  have  only  12,700  young  and  42-50 
old  seals,  being  a  decrease  of  21,500  young  and 
19,1-50  old  seals  and  725  tons  of  oil  over  last  year’s 
catch.  The  “  Aurora  ”  and  the  “  Esquimaux  ” 
will  at  once  refit  and  proceed  to  Davis  Straits 
whale  fishing,  while  the  “  Terra  Nova  ”  comes 
home  to  Dundee  Avith  the  season’s  returns. 


Creeper  and  Stone-Fly  Fishing. — Since  my 
remarks  on  creeper  fishing,  I  have  received  a 
good  many  letters  from  readers  of  the  column, 
asking  how  the  stone-fly  itself  must  be  fished. 
Well,  now  about  the  stone-fly, — after  the  creepers 
have  rusticated  under  the  stones  at  the  water’s 
edge  until  inclination  leads  him  or  her  to  seek 
pastures  new,  they  crawl  out  of  their  subaqueous 
fastnesses  on  to  the  dry  land,  on  to  boulder  stones, 
moss-clad  rocks,  under  the  edges  of  banks,  &c. 
Here  the  heat  of  the  sun  causes  the  film  to  burst, 
and  the  stone-fly  proper  arrives  on  the  scene; 
the  mature  fly  is  not  much  given  to  aerial  flights, 
but  being  a  large  insect  the  breeze  carries  them 
out  on  to  the  surface  of  the  stream,  where  they 
are  promptly  sucked  down  by  the  expectant 
trout.  An  excellent  practical  article,  entitled 
“  The  Creeper  Taking,”  appeared  in  last  Satur¬ 
day’s  Fishing  Gazette.  I  quote  the  following 
from  it,  and  can  thoroughly  endorse  the  truth  of 
the  writer’s  words  : — “  The  creeper  only  moves  by 
slow  degrees  to  the  side,  usually  in  the  hottest 
part  of  the  day,  and  it  is  at  such  times  the  most 
deadly  as  a  bait.  In  a  late  season  it  is  not  over 
before  June  20th  ;  as  a  rule,  it  is  not  on  before  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  this  year’s  experience  of  a 
take  of  trout  with  it  on  April  6th  is  unpre¬ 
cedented.  The  stone-fly  moreover  is  seldom  seen 
in  numbers  before  the  middle  of  May,  but  has 
already  appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  Eden,  six 
weeks  earlier  than  last  year.”  The  same  tackle 
exactly  as  I  recommended  for  the  creeper  is 
applicable  to  the  full-grown  fly,  but  the  latter  is 
even  more  difficult  to  throw  than  the  larvm,  and 
in  low,  clear  water  a  line  double  the  length  of 
your  rod,  which  should  be  a  12ft.  one,  must  be 
cast,  up-stream,of  course.  The  fly,  with  its  four 
big  wings  outspread,  comes  fluttering  doAvn  on  the 
surface  of  the  crystal  water.  Suddenly  the 
angler’s  watchful  eye  sees,  as  it  were,  a  shadow 
come  between  his  line  of  vision  and  the  fly ;  then 
immediately  he  must  drop  his  hand,  or  there  will 
be  a  pluck,  and  the  fly  gone.  Count  one,  two, 
three, and  tighten  your  wrist ;  abending  rod  and 
a  tight  line  proclaims  the  rest.  More  exciting 
form  of  fishing  there  is  not,  but  as  a  well-known 
medical  man  remarked  to  me  the  other  day,  “  You 
must  have  the  nerve  to  do  it.”  Either  in  natural 
minnow  or  stone-fly  fishing  a  strike  at  the  same 
time  that  the  fish  comes  at  the  bait  is  fatal  to 
success. — “  Halcyon,”  in  Weekly  Edition  of  Leeds 
Mercury. 
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FISHINGS  AND  SCENERY  OF  THE 
HIGHLANDS. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


DALWHINNIE. 

Loch  Ericht  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  as  it 
is  one  of  the  most  grand  and  wild  mountain-girt 
lochs  in  the  whole  of  the  midland  Highlands  of 
Scotland ;  and  its  romantic  traditions,  coupled 
with  its  fine  trouting,  and  its  reputation  as  the 
haunt  of  the  Salmo  ferox — to  many,  and  especi¬ 
ally  the  angler — add  still  more  to  its  attractions. 

It  lies  in  the  counties  of  Perth  and  Inverness, 
and  is  best  approached  from  Dalwhinnie  station 
on  the  Highland  line,  from  which  its  nearest 
point  is  about  one  mile  distant.  From  here  the 
loch  extends  in  a  south-westerly  direction  for 
many  miles,  and  is  hemmed  in  by  stupendous 
mountains,  which  at  many  points  rise  in  perpen¬ 
dicular  precipices  right  from  the  water’s  edge. 
Chief  of  the  towering  peaks  to  command  a  grand 
outlook  over  this  vast  and  wild  mountainous 
tract  are  Ben  Alder,  Ben  Udlamon,  and  the 
Boar  of  Badenoch.  The  loch’s  eastern  side  is 
the  more  rugged,  and  it  is  studded  with  huge 
rocks,  which  gives  the  traveller  a  very  eerie  and 
solitary  feeling.  The 
golden  eagle — a  bird 
now  getting  rare  in 
Scotland — in  her  taste 
for  a  solitary  reign, 
frequents  the  lonely 
crags  and  cliffs  of 
these  mountains,  and 
occasionally,  by  those 
angling  on  the  loch, 
may  be  seen  hover¬ 
ing  high  above,  and  on 
airy  pinion  “screwing 
the  heavens  till  lost 
in  the  blue.”  On  the 
w'est  side,  the  scenery 
has  been  greatly  im¬ 
proved  of  late  by 
the  growing  up  of 
extensive  woods,  the 
property  of  Sir  John 
Ramsden.  The  plan¬ 
tations  commence 
near  the  north  end  of 
the  loch,  and  extend 
along  the  slopes  of  the 
mountains  for  about 
six  miles,  and  in  time 
they  will  still  further 
improve  the  general 
appearance  of  this 
favourite  summer  re¬ 
sort.  Since  1875, 
over  three  millions 
of  young  trees  have 
been  planted — mostly 
Scotch  fir  and  larch, 
but  there  is  a  sprink¬ 
ling  of  other  trees, 
which  greatly  enhance  the  aspect,  and  furnish 
such  scenes  as  are  “rare  stuff”  for  the  artist, 
and  might  well  inspire  the  poet  lover  of  nature. 

The  whole  country  round  about  revives 
memories  of  the  times  when  the  Highland 
chiefs,  with  their  followers,  swept  down  upon 
the  Low  country,  and,  putting  to  rout  the  Low¬ 
land  carles,  usually  returned  to  their  native  glens 
with  goodly  herds  of  cattle  and  other  spoils  of 
the  foray. 

After  the  battle  of  Culloden,  Prince  Charlie  is 
said  to  have  spent  a  considerable  time  among  the 
caves  in  the  neighbourhood.  Robert  the  Bruce  is 
also  reported  to  have  lurked  in  this  vicinity  after 
some  of  his  rebuffs  before  fortune  fully  smiled  on 
his  patriotism. 

The  principal  kinds  of  fish  in  the  loch  are  Salmo 
ferox,  common  trout,  char,  and  minnows.  The 
two  former  are  indigenous,  while  the  two  latter 
have  been  introduced.  The  char  were  imported  | 
by  bir  John  Mackenzie  over  sixty  years  ago,  and  | 
are  now  numerous,  averaging  from  nine  to  I 
eleven  inches  in  length ;  but  from  a  local  point  of 
view  they  are  not  much  esteemed,  doubtless  most 
largely  for  the  reason  that  they  seldom  are  on  the 
hop  at  timous  hours.  The  minnows  got  planted 
a  few  years  ago  by  a  gentleman  who  then  rented  ' 
Brumochter  shootings. 


I  An  undoubted  attraction  to  anglers  on  Loch 
I  Ericht  is  trolling  for  Salmo  ferox,  which  here  take 
*  as  readily,  and  run  to  as  good  a  size,  as  they  do 
anywhere  else  in  Scotland.  Many  fine  specimens 
j  ha\  e  been  caugbt  of  weights  ranging  from  201b. 
I  down  to  101b.  The  average  weight,  however,  is 
I  less  than  that,  but  the  season  would  prove  a  most 
j  unusual  one  if  it  passed  by  wuthout  one  or  two 
i  “  whoppers  ”  being  taken  to  top  the  lot  of  smaller 
I  ones  that  ((uit  the  loch  for  ever, 
j  In  trolling  for  ferox  the  best  bait  is  a  small 
i  trout ;  parr  is  not  nearly  so  good.  It  is  customary 
I  to  have  out  two  rods,  when  with  the  two  chances 
it  sometimes  happens  (it  ma.y  be  rarely,  but  still 
it  does  happen)  that  two  fisli  are  got  on  simul¬ 
taneously.  In  such  a  case  the  first  thing  to  be 
noticed  is  which  rod  has  the  heavier  fish,  then 
the  larger  one  must  be  temporised  with  until  the 
other  is  secured,  when  the  boatman,  at  liberty  to 
I  devote  his  whole  attention,  can  assist  the  angler 
I  to  advantage,  especially  if  the  fish  goes  off  with  a 
big  rush. 

The  best  basket  of  trout  ever  made  on  Loch 
Ericht,  so  far  as  known,  was  secured  by  Mr. 
Harvie-Brown,  the  well-known  naturalist,  and 
most  genial  of  anglers,  and  weighed  1091b.  The 
next  best  was  751b.  for  two  rods,  while  the  one 
of  451b.,  made  some  years  ago,  is  even  yet  regarded 


as  particularly  special.  Anglers  of  long  expe¬ 
rience  on  the  loch  agree  pretty  much  that  the 
average  basket  of  trout  caught  by  one  angler  in 
a  day  with  the  fly  runs  about  12lb.  or  131b. 

Dull  weather,  wuth  an  occasional  blink  of  sun¬ 
shine,  is  the  best  for  fly-fishing  here,  as  it  is  in 
most  other  localities.  More  than  by  breezes 
from  any  other  quarter  is  the  sport  helped  when 
light  steady  winds  either  up  or  down  the  loch 
]irevail.  The  best  times  of  the  day  are  from  day¬ 
break  till  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  and  from 
two  in  the  afternoon  till  late  in  the  evening,  but 
I  this  rule  does  not  so  well  apply  either  early  or 
late  in  the  season,  when,  as  a  rule,  the  trout  take 
best  at  only  one  time  of  the  day — usually  from 
eleven  to  three  or  four.  At  no  season  do  they 
often  take  well  when  the  sun  about  midday  is 
very  strong  and  the  sky  almost  cloudless,  and  it 
would  be  well  to  refrain  from  fishing  at  that  time, 
and  instead  to  ply  the  rod  earlier  and  later  during 
the  long  days  of  summer.  For  trolling  a  dull 
day  with  a  light  breeze  is  best.  At  times  it  is 
impossible  for  boats  to  go  out  on  the  loch,  owing 
to  rough  weather.  In  spring  and  summer  spates 
are  not  unusual,  and  it  is  a  truly  grand  sight  to 
see  the  water  tearing  down  the  face  of  the  rocks, 
and  sending  the  spray  flying  in  every  direction. 

In  addition  to  Loch  Ericht,  Loch  Coulter  and 


Loch  Cuaich  can  be  fished  from  Dalwhinnie 
‘  Hotel.  Loch  Coulter  is  the  larger  of  the  two, 
I  being  one  and  a  half  miles  long  by  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  broad.  It  can  be  reached  by  driving 
from  the  hotel  three  miles  along  the  Fort  William- 
road,  and  then  walking  a  mile  through  picturesque 
glens.  This  is  a  very  early  loch  for  the  district, 
its  trout  usually  getting  into  good  condition  about 
the  end  of  May. 

Loch  Cuaich  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  capital 
mountain  scenery,  not  far  from  the  falls  of  Truim. 
It  is  well  stocked  with  trout,  whose  average 
weight  is  about  five  to  the  pound,  and  of  which 
with  the  fly  good  baskets  are  obtained.  The 
heaviest  fish  that  was  ever  known  to  be  got  on  it 
was  secured  by  Colonel  Macpherson,  of  Glen 
Truim,  and  weighed  9F-b. 

The  River  Truim  rises  at  the  House  of  Hills, 
Drumuachar,  and  flows  into  the  Spey,  passing 
close  to  Dalwhinnie  Hotel.  There  is  good  trout 
fishing  to  be  got  throughout  its  entire  course. 
The  Truim  is  a  late  river  from  the  fish  having  to 
push  so  many  miles  inland — up  through  the 
numerous  long  reaches  of  Spey — to  get  to  it. 
Salmon  are  never  forward  before  May,  and  for 
them,  as  for  grilse,  the  fishing  is  best  during  June, 
July,  and  August.  There  are  several  good  casts 
I  in  the  Truim.  It  is  rather  as  a  trouting  than 

a  salmon  river,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  Truim 
has  become  famous. 
Its  largest  trout  reach 
about  41b.,  and  a  good 
basket  in  the  best  of 
the  season  is  reckoned 
from  121b.  to  151b. 
A  brightish  day  with 
clouds  and  a  strong 
breeze  from  the  south 
is  perhaps  the  most 
favourable  of  fishing 
days.  From  its  source 
until  it  falls  into  the 
Spey  at  Invernahaven 
the  Truim  has  a  run 
ot  about  seventeen 
miles — in  some  parts 
amid  most  romantic 
scenery. 

If  the  weather  is 
not  suitable  for  fish¬ 
ing,  a  visit  to  some  of 
the  picturesque  spots 
in  the  neighbourhood 
could  be  arranged, 
and  would  prove  very 
interesting  and  en¬ 
joyable.  Dalwhinnie 
is  about  fifteen  hours’ 
ride  from  London. 
The  hotel  has  lately 
been  extended  and 
improved ;  and  the 
district,  noted  for  its 
bracing  air,  might 
with  as  much  pleasure 
and  profit  be  sought 
by  the  worn-out  city  man  for  health  as  by  the 
angler  on  its  waters  for  sport. 

For  the  use  of  hotel  visitors  there  are  six 
boats  on  Loch  Ericht,  and  the  boatmen  are  remu¬ 
nerated  at  the  rate  of  3s.  fid.  per  day,  with  lunch 
and  flask.  A  drop  of  the  “  craiter  ”  goes  high  at 
all  times.  On  a  cold  day  it  warms,  and  on  a 
warm  day  it  cools.  Truly  its  virtues  are  mani¬ 
fold — whether  to  throw  off  the  chill  or  tone  down 
the  heat ;  whether  to  mollify  the  angler  if  he  has 
I  lost  a  good  fish,  or  to  rouse  him  to  greater  energy 
and  })erseverance  in  seeking  to  make  a  basket. 


Mr.  A.  A.  Chancellor,  of  Richmond,  had  sixty 
whiting  pout  on  Friday,  off  Brighton,  in  two 
hours. 

Nile  Salmon. — At  the  Australian  cricket 
match  recently  contested  at  Lord  Sheffield’s 
beautiful  park  in  Sussex,  one  of  the  leading 
features  in  his  Lordship’s  pavilion  was  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  Nile  salmon,  brought  home  by 
his  Lordship  on  his  recent  return  from  Egypt, 
and  considered  the  largest  seen  in  England.  Its 
weight  was  1201b.  It  has  been  admirably  set  up 
by  Mr.  Rigby,  the  well-known  taxidermist  of 
Nottingham,  and  was  greatly  admired  by  all  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  an  inspection. 
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CH  AK  AC'l’ ERISTIC  NORWE  GIAN 
STREAMS. 


{Gontimied  from  page  232.) 


Owing  to  the  proximity  of  high,  and  in  many 
cases  glacier  clad  mountains,  there  is  but  one 
really  line  salmon  river  along  the  extensive  coasts 
of  the  three  groat  and  .picturesque  arms  of  the 
sea,  the  Hardanger,  Sogne,  and  Nord  Fjords.  In 
these  districts  there  are  many  streams  where 
excellent  sport  is  obtained  with  the  rod,  but  the 
great  majority  of  the  ascending  fish  consist  of 
sea  and  bull  trout,  which  latter  often  run  to  a 
large  size,  specimens  of  from  1.51b.  to  201b.  being 
not  infrequent,  while  still  larger  ones  have  been 
killed.  So  handsome  and  well  proportioned  are 
rnany  of  these  fish  that  none  but  an  expert  could 
distinguish  them  from  salmon  proper,  and  some 
are  doubtless  the  results  of  crossing  with  the 
latter.  For  its  size,  one  of  the  best  examples  of 
this  type  of  river  used  to  be  the  Stryn,  which  has 
its  sources  among  the  great  Justedal  glaciers,  as 
many  as  lOOOlb.  of  sea  and  bull  trout  having  been 
killed  in  a  fortnight  by  two  rods  on  the  seven 
miles  of  its  course  from  the  Opstryn  Lake, 
whence  it  issues,  and  the  sea;  of  recent  years,  how¬ 
ever,  the  trout  have  diminished  owing  to  their 
having  been  severely  netted,  and  the  salmon  have 
increased. 

In  these  great  fjords  there  are  other  rivers  also 
frequented  by  salmon  proper,  and  in  which  good 
sport  is  obtained  with  the  rod,  but  the  parts  of 
their  courses  to  which  the  ascending  fish  have 
access  are  so  limited  that  no  amount  of  preserving 
and  hatching  can  ever  make  them  first-class 
rivers.  The  one  exception  to  which  I  have 
referred  above  is  the  Laerdal,  which  enters  salt 
water  at  the  head  of  the  south-eastern  arm  of  the 
great  Sogne  Fjord.  Although  there  are  a  good 
many  streams  throughout  the  country  which 
yield  a  larger  total  weight  of  fish  yearly  to  the 
sportsman,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that,  take  it 
all  round,  this  is  the  finest  salmon  river  in 
Norway. 

Descending  from  the  Fille  Fjeld  through  a 
picturesque  and  beautiful  valley,  the  Laerdal 
fornas  a  series  of  clean  rocky  pools  and  streams 
which  present  a  perfect  picture  to  the  eye  of  the 
fisherman,  and  which,  moreover,  are  nearly  all 
fishable  from  the  bank.  In  such  water  of  course 
the  salmon  fight  hard,  and  from  4,0001b.  to  tqOOOlb., 
or  even  more,  are  taken  each  season  with  the  rod, 
to  say  nothing  of  sea-trout  which  are  also  killed 
in  large  quantities.  Apart  from  its  natural  attri¬ 
butes,  the  excellence  of  this  river  is  to  a  great 
extent  due  to  the  care  with  wliich  it  has  been 
nursed.  For  more  than  forty  years  it  has  been 
in  English  hands,  and  therefore  of  course  devoted 
entirely  to  angling  purposes,  while  during  many 
of  these  artificial  breeding  has  been  carefully 
carried  on. 

When,  with  delighted  eye,  the  salmon  fly-fisher 
gazes  upon  the  dark  and  troubled  pools  which 
the  Laerdal  forms  as  it  foams  through  its  rocky 
pass  to  the  sea,  he  is  apt  to  compare  the  sporting 
characteristics  of  such  a  river  with  those  of  the 
famous  Namsen  and  others  of  a  like  type,  greatly 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  latter.  Comparisons, 
however,  are  said  to  be  odious,  and — for  the  nonce 
at  any  rate — we  will  refrain.  That  salmon  should 
ascend  the  Laerdal  with  its  comparatively  high 
temperature  in  preference  to  the  many  glacier- fed 
streams  in  the  neighbourhood  is  intelligible 
enongh ;  these  fish,  when  they  have  the  choice, 
much  prefer  a  comparatively  warm,  moss-brown 
stream,  even  though  it  be  sluggish  in  its  character 
and  have  a  peatty  bed,  to  the  ice  cold  waters  of  a 
river  which  descends  from  the  main  ice,  and 
whose  course,  though  clean,  rocky,  and  swift,  is 
so  short  that  its  temperature  is  not  affected  by 
the  genial  influences  of  the  summer  sun. 

A  conspicuous  example  of  this  is  afforded  in 
one  of  the  rivers  of  Norsk  Finmarken.  Salmon 
ascend  as  far  as  their  confluence,  the  combined 
waters  of  the  Retkajok  and  Luobboljok;  beyond 
the  point  of  junction,  however,  they  do  not  ascend 
the  former  at  all,  although  it  is  the  main  river, 
contributing  much  the  larger  volume  of  water, 
and  has  a  clean  rocky  bed ;  they  prefer  the 
smaller  volume  and  moss-coloured  waters  of  the 
Lubboljok  with  their  higher  temperature  to  the 
icy  rapids  of  the  Eetka. 

Much  more  difficult,  however,  is  it  to  under¬ 


stand  why  these  numerous  streams,  all  emanating 
from  the  great  glacier,  which,  like  a  sleeping 
giant,  lies  back  among  the  mountain  tops,  and 
whose  local  characteristics  and  surroundings  are 
so  very  similar,  should  differ  so  much  as  regards 
the  migratory  salmonid®  which  frequent  them. 
Most  of  them  certainly  may  be  described  as  sea- 
trout  rivers,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  never¬ 
theless,  in  many,  such  as  the  Justedal  and 
Aardal,  there  is  a  certain  proportion  of  salmon 
proper,  while  in  the  Olden,  which  flows  into  an 
arm  of  the  Nord  Fjord,  and  where  the  further 
ascent  of  the  fish  is  stopped  by  a  fall  little  more 
than  a  mile  from  the  month,  these  fish  prevail. 

Of  a  very  different  type  is  the  splendid  salmon 
river  that  passes  down  the  celebrated  Romsdal, 
and  after  sweeping  round  the  base  of  the  Romsdal- 
horn,  that  towers  3000  feet  above,  enters  the 
fjord  at  Veblungsnais.  The  traveller  as  he  drives 
up  the  valley  will  admire  the  residence  built  by 
the  late  Mr.  Bromley  Davenport,  and  from  which 
he  and  his  friends  enjoyed  magnificent  sport  for 
so  many  years  ;  nestling  at  the  foot  of  the  giant 
mountain,  and  in  a  beautiful  bend  of  the  river, 
“  Fiva  ”  is  the  beau  ideal  of  a  fisherman’s  home, 
and  the  innumerable  feats  performed  with  the 
rod  on  the  grand  pools  and  streams  of  the  Rauma, 
are  they  not  written  in  its  chronicles  ? 

From  1000  to  15001b.  a  rod  used  frequently 
to  be  killed  on  this  fine  river  with  the  fly,  but 
like  many  another  Norwegian  stream,  the  stake- 
nets  with  which  the  coast  now  swarms  have 
injuriously  affected  it,  and  the  sport  obtained  is 
not  what  it  used  to  be.  In  the  five  and  twenty 
miles  of  its  course  that  are  accessible  to  salmon, 
the  Rauma  abounds  in  rapid,  swift  flowing  water  ; 
many  of  the  casts  can  be  fished  from  the  bank, 
and  it  is  the  scene  of  the  famous  fight  with  the 
monster  salmon  so  graphically  described  by  the 
popular  author  of  “  Sport.” 

In  the  mountain  tracts  of  the  Dovrefjeld,  from 
which  it  descends,  and  those  lying  to  the  north 
and  north-east  of  Romsdalen,  lies  some  of  the 
best  ground  for  wild  reindeer  in  Norway,  while 
very  good  brown  trout  fishing  may  be  had  on 
some  of  the  lakes  and  tarns.  To  the  rivers  which 
flow  into  the  great  Trondhjem  Fjord,  the  Gula, 
Stordal,  Orkla,  &c.,  we  need  not  refer  at  length, 
there  being  nothing  specially  deserving  of  notice 
in  their  individual  surroundings.  The  three 
named  above  are  all  fine  salmon  streams,  and 
although  necessarily  in  some  degree  of  torrential 
character,  and  apt  to  run  out  very  quickly,  they 
afford  good  sport  to  many  an  English  salmon 
fisher  ;  but  the  stake-nets  in  the  fjord  have  done 
them  great  harm,  and  they  are  not  what  they 
used  to  be.  ,  At  Trondhjem  itself,  the  river  Nid, 
which  drains  the  surplus  waters  of  the  great 
Selbo  lake,  enters  the  fjord.  A  good  many 
salmon  ascend  it,  but  they  are  stopped  about  four 
English  miles  from  the  town  by  a  very  fine  foss, 
which  is  well  worth  a  visit.  Here  in  early  spring 
we  have  enjoyed  some  very  fair  sport,  on  one 
occasion  hooking  a  heavy  fish  which,  after  a 
severe  and  somewhat  prolonged  struggle,  broke 
the  treble  gut  by  which  our  fly  was  attached,  and 
departed,  leaving  us  lamenting. 

Here  in  one  day  Mr.  Lloyd  and  the  Honourable 
R.  Hutchinson,  fishing  from  the  same  boat,  killed 
with  the  fly  nineteen  fish,  two  of  which  were  381b. 
each,  and  none  under  121b. 

The  first  stream  of  any  importance  to  the  north 
of  the  Trondhjem  Fjord  is  the  Namsen,  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  best  known  river  in  Norway. 

Fifty  years  ago  it  had  acquired  celebrity  among 
English  fishermen  for  the  number  and  size  of  the 
salmon  it  contained,  and  for  the  freedom  with 
which  they  took  the  fly.  Of  the  numberless 
angling  exploits  that  have  been  performed  on  the 
Namsen  in  days  gone  by  we  will  confine  ourselves 
to  mentioning  only  one,  where  an  Englishman 
landed  to  his  own  rod  in  the  season  over  320  fish, 
which  together  weighed  nearly  40001b.,  and  three 
of  which  exceeded  401b.  apiece.  A  good  many  fish 
of  501b.  and  over  have  been  killed  on  this  river, 
but  as  far  as  we  are  aware  Sir  Hyde  Pai’ker’s 
60-pounder  has  only  been  beaten  once  or  twice. 
In  all  Norway  there  is  not  a  nobler  valley  than 
Namdal,  or  a  finer  salmon  river  cf  its  kind. 
After  its  headlong  plunge  over  the  black  chasm 
at  Fiskum  Foss,  the  great  river  winds  along 
between  mountains  and  pine  forests  for  nigh  forty 
miles,  in  a  succession  of  pools  and  streams  which 
would  be  hard  to  beat.  Here  the  mighty  volume 
of  water  sweeps  deep  and  irresistible,  but  with 


smooth  surface,  round  the  base  of  some  pine- 
crowned  cliff ;  here  it  forms  huge  whirling  eddies, 
among  which  the  floating  logs  dance  and  swing ; 
here,  with  rippling  surface,  it  murmurs  into  a 
glorious  pool  embedded  among  rocky  walls,  and 
here  again  it  foams  impetuou.sly  down  a  tremendous 
rapid.  Small  wonder  that  for  many  years  this 
grand  northern  valley  has  been  the  favourite 
summer  abode  of  many  of  our  countrymen  and 
countrywomen,  for  life  in  beautiful  Namdal  is 
very  pleasant,  and,  although  the  fishing  is  all 
from  boats,  and  rather  lazy  work,  very  good  sport 
is  still  obtained  there,  and  people  endowed  with 
superfluous  energy  had  better  go  elsewhere. 

It  would  be  invidious  to  name  any  one  beat  as 
superior  to  the  others,  as  owing  to  their  varying 
character  they  are  at  their  best  in  different  states 
of  the  water,  but  the  stretch  of  about  fifteen  miles 
immediately  below  Fiskum  Foss,  where  the  fish 
are  stopped,  contains  the  finest  casts.  Further 
down  towards  Namsos  considerable  deposits  of  clay 
occur  on  the  banks  which  do  not  improve  the 
colour  of  the  water,  and  frequently  render  angling 
impossible  under  conditions  of  weather  which  do 
not  interfere  with  sport  on  the  upper  reaches. 
On  these  lower  beats,  too,  the  pools  are  huge,  ill- 
defined,  and  uninteresting,  while  the  scenery  is 
not  so  fine  as  that  of  the  upper  valley. 

We  have  enjoyed  many  a  good  fight  with  the 
Namsen  salmon,  but  still  confess  to  a  strong 
proclivity  for  a  stream  which  we  can  command 
with  a  19-foot  rod  from  terra  firma — wading  or 
not — and  where  the  fish  prefer  the  fly,  and  not, 
as  on  the  Namsen,  spoons  and  Phantom  minnows. 

The  grand  mass  of  rock  called  the  “  Severn 
Sisters  ”  guards  the  entrance  to  the  fjord  into 
which  another  fine  river  flow.s.  Until  compara¬ 
tively  recently,  the  Vefsen  was  chiefly  remarkable 
as  consisting  practically  of  one  pool ;  for  although 
the  foss  is  six  or  seven  miles  up  from  the  fjord, 
and  although  a  certain  number  of  fish  used  to  be 
killed  on  the  rest  of  this  stretch,  far  the  greater 
number  were  got  on  the  pool  in  question.  Now, 
however,  by  the  construction  of  a  pass,  salmon 
have  access  to  an  additional  reach  of  the  river, 
and  it  is  intended  by  the  same  means  to  make  a 
further  addition.  The  Vefsen  may  be  said  to  be 
the  first  valley  wherein  the  playful  mosquito 
flourishes,  for  whereas  here  and  to  the  north 
netting  is  absolutely  necessary  at  night  in  order 
to  sleep  in  any  comfort,  on  the  Namsen  there  are 
comparatively  few  of  these  insect  pests.  On  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Tana  they  are  bad  enough  in 
all  conscience,  for  which  we  can  personally  vouch, 
and  so  on  the  Alien,  but  if  anything  the  valley  of 
the  Reisen,  we  are  inclined  to  think,  bears  the 
palm. 

The  last-named  stream,  which  flows  into  a  fjord 
a  few  miles  to  the  north-east  of  Tromsci,  is 
celebrated  also  for  the  sporting  character  of  its 
water ;  indeed,  there  are  comparatively  few 
anglers  who  would  encounter  for  a  second  time 
the  dangers  and  mosquitoes  of  the  upper  gorges 
of  the  river.  The  salmon  ascend  to  the  fall, 
sixty  miles  from  the  sea,  and  below  this  point  the 
river  rages  between  walls  of  rock  which  in  places 
rise  sheer  from  the  water’s  edge  600  and  800  feet. 
Only  a  very  good  head  indeed  can  stand  the 
precipices  that  have  to  be  descended  and 
scaled  in  order  to  get  a  fly  on  the  water ;  in 
some  cases  the  angler  has  to  be  let  down  by  a 
rope,  and  in  order  to  fish  some  of  the  pools,  a 
raft  must  be  extemporised  on  the  spot. 

The  mountain  ranges  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kautokeino,  near  the  frontier  of  Finland,  give 
birth  to  three  great  rivers.  Here  are  the  head 
waters  of  the  Muonio,  the  main  branch  of  the 
Tornea,  which,  after  a  course  of  more  than  300 
miles,  enters  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Gulf 
of  Bothnia,  and  hence  flow  the  Alten  and  the  Tana 
to  the  north.  With  the  former  of  these  two  last- 
named  rivers  the  name  of  the  late  Duke  of  Rox- 
borough  will  always  be  associated,  and  some  of 
the  bags  made  by  the  Duke  and  his  friends  on 
this  famous  river  are  among  the  marvels  of  Nor¬ 
wegian  sport.  On  several  occasions  between  400 
and  500  pounds  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  single 
rod  in  a  day,  and  the  year  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh 
visited  the  river,  some  10,000  pounds  of  salmon 
were  taken  with  the  fly. 

With  the  exception  of  some  fifty  miles  of  its 
lower  conrse,  the  Tana  forms  the  frontier  between 
Norway  and  Russia ;  it  can  hardly  therefore  be 
described  as  a  Norwegian  river,  although  it  is 
invariably  looked  upon  as  such  by  English  fisher- 
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men.  That  being  so,  we  will  briefly  refer  to  it 
before  concluding  this  paper,  as  it  i.s  a  most  ex¬ 
ceptional  stream,  and  undoubtedly  the  most  pro¬ 
ductive  on  the  coast  of  Norway.  Together  with 
its  tributaries  this  splendid  river  gives  access  to 
the  migratory  salmonida-  for  quite  400  miles, 
rather  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  total  of  all  the 
streams  in  Norway  put  together,  and  throughout 
a  great  portion  of  its  course  is  supplied  not  only 
with  practically  limitless  spawning  ground,  but 
with  innumerable  grand  salmon  casts.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  its  position,  forming  the  frontier 
between  the  two  countries,  it  is  the  subject  of 
special  laws  ;  a  sparsely  distributed  population 
of  several  thousands  of  Lapps  and  Finns  live 
upon  its  banks,  and  as  the  princi])al  food  of  these 
consists  of  salmon,  the  fish  are  taken  by  every 
possible  means,  and  a  very  small  ])roportion  of 
those  that  ascend  each  year  ever  return  to  the 
sea.  Formerly  but  few  of  the  natives  fished  with 
the  rod,  being  unable  to  procure  tackle,  but  now 
(in  addition  to  spearing  and  netting)  they  do  so 
in  such  ever  increasing  numbers  as  to  render  it 
hardly  worth  the  while  of  English  anglers  to 
undertake  the  long  journey,  and  to  endure  the 
discomforts  of  a  season  on  the  Tana,  among  the 
myriads  of  mosquitoes  and  with  its  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold. 

In  days  gone  by  there  was  no  river  in  Norway 
where  better  fishing  could  be  enjoyed ;  the 
salmon  were  large  and  numerous,  and  in  the  huge 
pools  and  swift  rapids  afforded  grand  sport.  We 
have  never  killed  more  than  26U0Ib.  or  27001b.  in 
six  weeks  on  the  Tana  to  our  own  rod,  but  it  has 
been  our  privilege  to  inspect  the  records  of 
anglers  who  have  far  exceeded  these  figures.  Few 
indeed  are  the  travellers  who  penetrate  the  inner 
wilds  of  Finnmarken,  land  of  the  Laplander  and 
the  Finn,  of  the  midnight  sun,  the  reindeer,  and 
the  mosquito,  where  for  nine  months  of  the  year 
the  frost  king  reigns  supreme  over  the  desolate 
fjelds  and  the  big  lakes  and  rivers,  and  all  nature 
is  sheeted  in  snow.  Except  to  the  salmon  fisher, 
and  perhaps  to  the  naturalist,  there  are  but  few 
attractions,  and  these  are  sometimes  hard  to  find 
in  the  brief  summer  time,  when  the  leaf  is  on  the 
hardy  birch  and  the  atmosphere  is  composed  for 
the  most  part  of  the  all  too  familiar  “Migg”; 
when  to  escape  these  undesirable  companions  the 
reindeer  retire  to  the  snowdrifts  of  the  higher 
fjelds,  and  when,  knowing  that  their  time  is  but 
short,  the  heavy  salmon  rush  up  from  the  sea. 

On  the  Tana  we  have  fished  in  a  snowstorm  in 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  July,  when  ice 
10  feet  thick  was  plentiful  on  the  margin  of  the 
main  river  and  in  the  cavities  and  recesses  of  the 
mountain  streams,  while  a  fortnight  later  we  have 
had  to  endure  a  shade  temperature  of  at  least  8-W 
of  heat.  By  the  middle  of  August,  signs  of  the 
recurring  winter  are  visible  in  the  fresh  snows 
that  fall  on  the  higher  mountain  tops ;  in  October 
the  great  inland  lakes  are  once  more  sheeted  in 
ice,  the  Lapps  and  the  reindeer  have  returned 
from  their  sojourn  by  the  sea  coast  on  Ainas 
Njarga  and  are  in  winter  rjuarters  round  Enara 
and  Kautokeino,  and  once  more  nature  sleeps 
beneath  wreaths  of  snow.  X. 


Salmon  Poaching  in  the  Eden. — No  later 
than  the  6th  inst.,  Mr.  John  Pattinson  was  sum¬ 
moned  for  poaching  on  that  date  in  the  Eden,  at 
Linstock  Point.  Air.  Pattinson,  who  rejoices  in 
the  euphonious  cognomen  of  “  Bant,”  has  been  so 
frequently  before  the  courts  that  these  attend¬ 
ances  have  become  both  irksome  and  monotonous, 
consequently  on  this  occasion  he  was  represented 
by  his  wife.  Her  lord  and  master,  however, 
despite  his  better-half’s  eloquent  defence,  was 
fined  I'.l,  having  been  caught  red-handed  by  those 
astute  officers.  Inspector  Nicholson,  and  bailiffs 
Alarshall  and  Alenzies.  Air.  Pattinson’s  usual  de¬ 
fence  is  so  good  that  the  fact  of  his  absence  told 
materially  against  him,  and  was,  in  fact,  a  plea  of 
guilty.  Several  other  “  anglers  ”  were  fined  at 
the  same  time  by  the  Carlisle  magistrates,  who 
are  now  bestirring  themselves  in  the  interests 
of  the  river,  which  has  lately  been  invaded  by 
sundry  “  experts  ”  from  Cockermouth,  and  also 
from  over  the  border.  This  last  invasion  will 
put  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  on  the  alert,  as  there 
is  a  “  hantle  o’  jealousy”  still  existing  between  the 
Cumbrians  and  the  Scots.  It  is  surprising,  not¬ 
withstanding,  that  it  is  a  goodish  while  since  1 745, 
yet  some  of  the  old  feeling  is  still  alive.  Fact ! 


laltontana 


Ea'ERYBODY,  or  thereabouts,  is  saying  that  this 
is  the  dryest  year  we  have  had  this  century.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  we  were  so  deluged  with  rain  in 
February  that  so  far  we  have  had  about  the  same 
average  amount  of  rain  as  we  had  in  1891  and 
1892,  but  the  rain  and  sunshine  have  been  very 
unequally  divided.  First  came  the  February 
deluge  and  then  followed  the  greatest  drought 
which  England  has  experienced  for  1  don’t  know 
how  many  years,  certainly  something  over  half  a 
century.  1818  was  a  particularly  dry  year,  at 
least  the  summer  was  dry,  for  the  spring  was  so 
wet  that  the  land  could  not  be  ploughed  or  sown. 
Suddenly  the  rain  cleared  away  and  the  land 
became  so  hard  and  dry  that  some  barley  which 
was  put  into  the  ground  refused  to  germinate, 
and  at  harvest  time  had  not  even  sprouted  ;  but 
in  the  late  summer  there  came  rain  which  very 
soon  completely  changed  the  appearance  of  the 
face  of  the  earth.  There  was  a  fair  crop  of 
wheat,  but  barley,  oats,  and  hay  appear  to  have 
been  very  poor.  There  is  no  record  of  w'hat 
anglers  did  that  year.  Probably  they  sat  at 
home  and  used  bad  language. 


I  PROMISED  to  say  something  about  the  Thames 
Association  this  week.  It  was  the  offspring  of 
Sir  Gilbert  East,  a  gentleman  who  was  described 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Thames  Preservation  as 
“  the  very  stern  champion  of  riparian  owner¬ 
ship.”  The  association  started  with  a  grand 
flourish  of  trumpets  and  protestations  of  what  it 
was  going  to  do  for  the  public  good,  and  the 
mayors  of  the  riverside  towns  were  interested  in 
the  matter.  When  it  was  asked  to  set  out  in 
detail  its  exact  objects,  it  refused  to  commit 
itself  to  supporting  any  proposals  which  would 
be  in  the  public  interest.  Its  duties,  said  Sir 
Gilbert  East,  were  to  increase  the  number  of 
electors  and  looking  after  their  interests — that 
is  to  say,  the  riparian  owners  and  their  interests. 
At  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  Thames  Asso¬ 
ciation,  which  was  held  last  Thursday,  a  further 
attempt  was  made  to  popularise  the  association. 
Beporters  were  present,  and  it  was  very  funny  to 
see  the  riparian  owners  and  their  friends,  who 
were  strongly  opposed  to  any  popularisation  of 
the  river,  afraid  to  speak  and  vote  against  such 
proposals  as  the  preservation  of  the  beauties  of 
the  river,  the  freeing  of  tow-paths,  and  other 
like  laudable  proposals.  Most  of  them  abstained 
from  voting,  and.  as  a  few  of  the  members  of  the 
association  who  reside  in  Beading  were  there, 
.some  satisfactory  resolutions  were  proposed,  but 
there  were  a  good  many  more  equally  desirable 
which  were  rejected. _ 

I  WAS  particularly  glad  to  find  some  of  the 
members  supporting  such  proposals  as  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  Thames  fisheries,  the  adequate 
representation  of  the  up-nver  towns  on  the 
Board  of  Conservators,  and  the  provision  of 
public  bathing  places ;  but  the  riparian  vote 
came  into  force  when  it  was  suggested  that  the 
association  should  support  proposals  having  for 
their  object  the  removal  of  illegal  obstruction.s 
in  backwaters,  the  provision  of  ways  to  the  river 
from  riverside  villages  (the  inhabitants  of  which 
are  now  wrongfully  excluded  from  using  the 
Thames  for  any  purpose),  the  provision  of  camp¬ 
ing-out  grounds,  the  provision  of  public  landing 
places,  the  free  use  of  the  towing-path  and  ferries. 
All  these  excellent  proposals  were  negatived. 
The  conservators,  who  were  represented  by  Sir 
Gilbert  East  and  Air.  Witherington,  were  told 
some  very  wholesome  and  doubtless  unpleasant 
truths.  It  was  pointed  out  that  while  their 
income  on  the  upper  river  of  between  £20,000 
and  .030,000  a  year  was  almost  entirely  provided 
by  the  public  who  use  the  river  as  a  place  of 
recreation,  and  by  the  people  of  London  who 
drink  the  Thames  water,  far  more  heed  was 
given  to  riparian  than  to  public  interests ;  in 
fact,  this  public  money  was  being  devoted  in 
many  cases  to  improving  riparian  property,  while 
riparian  owners  contributed  literaJly  nothing  to 
the  up-keep  of  the  river,  and  were  the  men  who 
ruled  the  Thames. 


Sir  Gilbert  East  plumed  himself  on  the  fight 
he  had  made  on  the  part  of  the  Conservancy  and 
riparian  owners  to  prevent  the  London  Countj’ 
Council  being  represented  on  the  board.  It 
seems  to  me  he  was  fighting  in  a  bad  cause.  Is 
it  not  a  scandalous  thing  that  the  conservators 
whenever  asked  to  do  that  which  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  always  excuse  themselves 
on  the  ground  of  lack  of  funds,  but  are  now 
spending  many  hEndreds  of  pounds  on  an  expen¬ 
sive  contest  both  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  and  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
by  opposing  the  very  proper  claim  of  the  people 
of  Greater  London  to  be  represented  on  the  board? 
What  great  good  this  same  money,  now  being 
squandered  on  lawyers,  would  have  done  the  river 
had  it  been  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  the 
fisheries!  Mr.  H.  W.  Russell,  of  Cookham,  I 
was  sorry  to  see,  appeared  to  think  than  an  attack 
was  being  made  on  the  ancient  privileges  of  the 
Corporation.  No  one  I  am  sure,  and  myself 
least  of  all,  would  desire  to  see  the  Corporation 
lose  their  representation  on  the  Board  of  Con¬ 
servancy,  but  the  people  of  Greater  London  have 
the  right  to  be  represented  as  well,  for  they 
provide  the  conservators’  income,  and  the  Corpor¬ 
ation  as  representing  the  City,  and  the  County 
Council  as  representing  Greater  London  should, 
I  think,  join  hands  and  work  together  in  the 
public  interests.  However,  in  the  end  justice 
always  prevails,  and  though  the  reform  of  the 
board  may  be  delayed,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time. 

Templar. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  C.  H. — The  grayling  is  included  in  the 
general  fence  months  from  Alarch  15  to  June  15. 
In  some  private  fisheries,  not  under  a  Board  of 
Gonsert'ators,  where  they  have  increased  to  the 
detriment  of  the  trout,  they  are  killed  at  all 
times 

H.  Roe. — The  maker  of  the  sea  fishing  rod  with 
pulley  wheel  at  end  is  Air.  Jones,  of  Scarborough. 


(£rorasponl(cttw 


[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
etjcpressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.’’— T.  E.  Peitt. 

BEYER  V.  CORBETT,  NOT  CORBETT 
r.  BEYER. 

Sir, — In  his  letter  published  in  your  last  issue, 
Mr.  Beyer  enters  into  a  great  deal  of  personal 
matter  which  is  of  no  public  interest,  and  which 
I  cannot  consent  to  discuss  with  him. 

The  only  questions  that  concern  the  public  are 
what  descriptions  of  a  fishing  will  the  Norwegian 
courts  hold  to  be  fair,  and  what  unfair,  and  what 
remedy  will  they  give  to  a  tenant  who  has  been 
deceived?  For  the  settlement  of  these  questions 
the  action  was  defended  (for  it  was  Mr.  Beyer  that 
brought  the  action,  not  I,  as  he  would  make  it 
appear),  and  these  questions  it  decided.  As  you 
have  already  reported,  I  accused  Air.  Beyer  of 
misrepresentation  on  three  points,  and  on  all 
three  the  Court  held  him  guilty.  Air.  Beyer  says 
he  made  those  misrepresentations  innocently ; 
the  Court  thought  otherwise,  and  marked  the 
strength  of  its  opinion  by  condemning  him  to 
pay  the  costs  of  ascertaining  what  reduction  of 
rent  I  was  entitled  to.  This  point  Air.  Beyer  is 
careful  to  ignore,  and  naturally,  for  in  Norway, 
where  costs  very  rarely  follow  the  event,  a  con¬ 
demnation  in  costs  means  a  much  severer  repri¬ 
mand  even  than  it  would  in  England. 

I  have  now  the  full  text  of  the  judgment.  It 
is  too  long  for  publication,  but  if  jou  think,  as 
Air.  Beyer  and  his  panegyrist,  the  guide-book 
author,  suggest,  I  have  misstated  its  effect,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  submit  it  to  you.  You  will  then  be 
able  to  decide  for  yourself  between  Air.  Beyer’s 
reflections  on  the  judgment  and  the  judge’s 
reflections  on  Air.  Beyer. 

Air.  Beyer  complains  that  having  expressly  stipu¬ 
lated  that  the  balance  of  rent  was  not  to  be  paid 
until  I  found  the  river  as  represented,  I  did  not 
stultify  myself  by  paying  when  I  found  the 
condition  precedent  was  unfulfilled.  For  what 
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reason  does  he  think  such  stipulations  are  made, 
and  why  does  he  assent  to  them  and  then  try  to 
go  back  on  his  word  H 

He  complains  that  I  would  not  enter  into 
arbitration  except  on  the  condition  that  our  bag 
was  not  taken  into  consideration.  jMy  reason  for 
insisting  on  this  condition  was  that  1  held  a  man 
who  has  been  guilty  of  misrepresentation  has  no 
right  to  shield  himself  from  the  consequences 
behind  his  tenant’s  skill  or  luck.  From  the  first 
I  told  him  I  should  not  complain  of  the  amount 
of  sport.  We  were  at  arm’s  length  before  there 
had  been  any  sport  at  all  to  speak  of.  We  had 
been  induced  to  come  out — three  rods,  and  all  we 
asked  was  the  fishing  for  three  rods  that  he  had 
promised.  It  seems  in  vain  to  try  to  persuade 
jMr.  Beyer  that  fishermen  don’t  appraise  rivers 
like  fishmongers. 

The  whole  gist  of  the  matter  is  that  Mr.  Beyer  did 
not  expect  us  to  catch  fish  any  more  than  his  other 
tenants  had,  and  when  he  found  that,  owing  to 
the  unprecedented  rains,  we  did  have  fair  sport, 
he  was  very  sore  at  having  quarrelled  with  the 
only  men  who  were  ever  likely  to  give  his  river  a 
reputation.  How  sore  he  was  you  may  judge  by 
whatinow  feel  compelled  to  make  public,  and  that 
is,  that  he  threatened  me  with  a  prosecution  for 
libel,  and  actually  instructed  his  solicitor  to  pre¬ 
vent  my  leaving  the  country  unless  I  would 
apologise  for  the  alleged  libellous  words,  and  he 
further  expressly  made  it  a  sine  qua  non  that  I 
should,  at  the  same  time,  give  him  a  complete 
diary  of  our  bag  on  his  river.  For  this  statement 
I  take  the  full  responsibility,  and  have  his 
solicitor’s  own  hand  to  vouch  for  it.  In  England, 
sir,  when  a  man,  during  the  progress  of  civil  pro¬ 
ceedings,  fears  he  cannot  obtain  by  them  what 
he  wants,  and  endeavours  to  extort  his  end  by  a 
threat  of  prosecution  and  arrest,  we  know  what 
to  think  of  him  and  his  case. 

I  refused  to  give  him  my  bag  because  I  knew 
it  would  only  deceive  future  intending  tenants 
as  to'the  value  of  his  river,  even  more  completely 
than  I  had  been  deceived  by  his  use  of  Sir  Ewan 
Macgregor’s  testimonial — a  testimonial  which 
speaks  of  sport  on  Mr.  Sturdy’s  water  in  a  way 
that,  without  explanation,  makes  it  appear  to 
have  been  enjoyed  on  Mr.  Beyer’s  water.  In 
face  of  Sir  Ewan  Macgregor’s  mistake  I  naturally 
wished  to  be  careful. 

If  Mr.  Beyer  would  deny  that  our  bag  creates  an 
exaggerated  impression  of  the  value  of  the  river, 
I  challenge  him  to  give  the  experience  of  his  former 
tenants.  He  can  discover  my  record  approxi¬ 
mately  (he  never  had  it  from  me),  and  boast  about 
it — will  he  say  what  Sir  Ewan  Macgregor  caught  ? 
Where  is  his  testimonial  from  the  gentlemen  who 
paid  him  FTOO  in  1889  and  never  saw  a  fish  ? 
Where  is  that  of  the  other  well-known  sportsman 
who  took  his  river  ?  What  about  the  tenant  of 
last  J uly  giving  him  £80  and  a  testimonial  for  one 
fish  ?  He  says  nothing  of  them.  It  is  this  sup- 
pressio  veri  that  is  the  material  of  the  “  Bergen 
system.” 

Mr.  Beyer  says  that  few  sportsmen  would  have 
acted  as  1  did  in  this  case.  He  is,  unfortunately, 
quite  right.  It  is  on  their  knowledge  of  the 
English  sportsman’s  antipathy  to  “  having  a  row  ” 
that  Mr.  Beyer  and  his  friends  trade. — 1  am,  sir, 
yours  obediently,  Julian  Corhett. 


REPLY  TO  MR.  EDWARD  STURDY’S 
LETTER  IN  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
OF  MAY  13  BE  THE  EVANGER  RIVER. 
Sir, — My  attention  having  been  called  to  Mr. 
Edward  Sturdy’s  letter  in  your  valued  paper  of 
the  13th  inst.  re  the  Evanger  river,  I  beg  to  be 
allowed  to  make  the  following  remarks. 

I  see  no  reason  whatever  for  Mr.  Sturdy  to  be 
displeased  with  the  contents  of  the  few  words 
which  I  said  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Julian  Corbett 
of  June  24  last  year,  about  the  portions  of  the 
Evanger  river  that  Mr.  Sturdy  still  retains.  I 
said  nothing  about  the  qtiality  of  his  fishing,  for 
it  was  “  no  business  of  mine  ”  to  do  so,  and  if  I 
had  been  asked  if  Mr.  Sturdy’s  water  was  good, 
I  should  have  said  that  it  yields  very  good  bags, 
as  it  to  my  opinion  does.  I  merely  stated  the  fact 
that  of  the  Evanger  river,  which  runs  from  the 
Yangs  lake  into  the  Evanger  lake  (and  which  Mr. 
Sturdy  certainly  may  call  the  Vosse  river  if  he 
likes  to  baptize  the  best  part  of  his  own 
fishing  by  that  name)  two  pools  (viz.,  the 
Skorve  and  the  Ho)  are  about  all  that  Mr. 


Sturdy  retains.  Further,  I  plainly  added 
that  in  addition  to  these  two  pools  he  has 
what  I  may  call  the  continuation  of  the  Evanger 
river,  viz.,  the  Bolstad  water.  Neither  did  I  say 
that  the  latter  was  one  kilometre  long,  but  one 
mile  in  length,  which  also  same  description 
printed  in  the  Fishing  Gazelle  plainly  quoted  it 
to  be.  Thus  it  was  from  my  description  quite 
clear  that  Mr.  Sturdy  had  not  only  two  pools  of 
the  very  Evanger  river,  but  also,  in  addition 
thereto,  the  Bolstad  water,  “  which  is  the  very 
lowest  part  of  the  whole  water-course,”  as  I 
expressed  myself  in  same  letter  to  Mr.  Corbett. 
Mr.  Sturdy  should  therefore,  so  as  to  avoid  mis¬ 
leading  your  readers,  quote  the  whole  of  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Corbett  when  he  quotes  parts  of  it, 
and  also  quote  it  correctly.  It  may  be,  however, 
that  Mr.  Sturdy’s  Bolstad  river  is  more  than  just 
one  English  mile,  in  spite  of  said  description  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  it  matters  nothing  if  it 
be  longer  than  one  mile,  as  the  fact  nevertheless 
remains  that  of  the  river  in  question,  viz.,  the 
Evanger  river,  Mr.  Sturdy  held  last  year,  and 
holds  now,  only  two  pools  asideof  some  unfishable 
rapids,  and  a  small  pool  only  fishable  after  a 
spate  *  (as  I  also  have  explained  in  my  letter  to 
you  re  the  Corbett  case).  How  Mr.  Sturdy  can 
make  this  out  to  be  ‘‘five  named  pools  asideof 
some  detached  pools  above  ”  I  do  not  understand, 
unless  he  means  to  make  each  spot  where  the 
salmon  principally  take  in  these  large  pools  a 
pool  for  itself.  If  this  be  the  way  in  which 
he  reckons  the  number  of  pools  in  his  water, 
I  should  be  entitled  to  at  least  double  the  number 
of  pools  which  I  quote  intending  tenants  as 
being  the  correct  one  in  my  own  water.  I  see, 
therefore,  no  need  whatever  for  Mr.  Sturdy  to 
protest  against  the  way  in  which  ho  was  “  disposed 
of  ”  in  my  description  to  Mr.  Corbett. 

Be  the  testimonials  which  former  tenants  of  my 
Evanger  water  have  given  me,  Mr.  Sturdy 
should  consider  them  closer,  and  1  think  he  would 
then  relinquish  the  idea  of  making  them  sus¬ 
picious,  as  is  his  deliberate  intention  in  his  letter 
to  you.  When  he  states  that  one  of  them  was 
“dated  Evanger  at  the  head  and  Admiralty, 
London,  at  the  tail,”  such  statement  onlj"  proves 
the  evil  object  of  Mr.  Sturdy’s  correspondence 
altogether,  for  he  is  well  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  address  at  the  foot  was  only  added  on 
copies  of  this  testimonial  so  as  to  enable  the 
reader  of  the  copies  to  apply  direct  (to  London) 
to  the  author  of  the  original  for  further  informa¬ 
tion  if  such  be  wished  for.  The  writers  of  the 
testimonials  that  I  possess  have  all  been  gentle¬ 
men  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  and  everyone 
of  them  have  written  me  their  opinion  of  my 
fishing  out  of  their  own  free  will  on  my 
suggestion,  but  at  the  same  time  without  any  sort 
of  press  from  me.  Surely  these  gentlemen  were 
just  as  entitled  to  say  what  they  thought  of  my 
fishing  after  having  tried  it,  as  sportsmen 
generally  are  when  leaving  the  river  they  have 
been  fishing,  and  as  to  the  standing  of  these 
men,  just  the  one  whose  testimonial  Mr.  Sturdy 
in  his  letter  to  you  has  thought  it  fit  to  make 
suspicious,  not  only  holds  a  prominent  position, 
but  is  also  respected  and  loved  by  all  with  whom 
he  comes  into  contact.  I  shall,  however,  in  order 
to  save  him  from  similar  annoyance  as  the  one 
Mr.  Sturdy’s  letter  to  you  is  sure  to  cause  him,  and 
because  he  has  informed  me  of  his  wish  to  avoid 
such,  never  again  make  use  of  his  “  testimonial,” 
but  only  refer  to  him  direct. 

Be  former  tenants’  wish  to  come  back  on  my 
water,  it  is  so  far  from  true  that  they  never  c.ared 
to  come  again  (as  Mr.  Sturdy  writes),  that  two  of 
the  few  tenants  I  have  had  since  I  got  the  water 
I  now  dispose  of,  ever  have  been  desirous  of 
coming  back,  and  would  have  come  both  last 
season  and  this  coming  season  if  they  had  been 
able  to.  This  I  shall  be  glad  to  prove  by  letters 
from  them,  if  desired.  Altogether,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  sole  object  of  Mr.  Sturdy’s  corre¬ 
spondence,  which  was  so  entirely  uncalled  for, 
can  only  be  to  run  down  in  the  eyes  of  British 
sportsmen  the  water  I  have  of  the  Evanger  river. 
But  therein  he  shall  not  succeed,  in  spite  of  his 
energetic  etforts,  as  he  is  himself  at  this  very 
moment  (and  has  been  ever  since  last  autumn) 
trying  to  buy  at  enormous  prices  large  portions  of 
this  very  fishing  of  mine,  so  as  to  get  a  hold  of  it 

*  These  useless  rapids  and  this  little  pool  make  really 
the  “  Evanger  water  proper,”  which  Mr.  Sturdy  seems  to 
be  HO  proud  of  having  1 


when  my  lease  expires.  I  do  not  know  why  he 
takes  this  hostile  position  against  me,  for  I  have 
done  him  no  harm,  and  have  been  on  friendly 
terms  with  him  all  the  time  since  the  river 
was  satisfactorily  divided  between  us,  until 
he  suddenly  took  the  offensive  when  this  (lorbett 
case  came  on,  making  discrediting  statements 
to  the  judge  about  my  water,  of  which  he 
simultaneously  tried  to  buy  large  portions  at 
high  prices.  The  aim  is  clearly  to  prevent  me 
from  getting  any  tenant  for  my  fishing,  and  his 
hopes  are  surely  too,  that  I,  who  cannot  afford 
to  keep  the  water  for  my  own  pleasure  only, 
when  left  without  tenants,  shall  soon  be  forced 
to  throw  up  my  lease,  so  that  he  may  secure  it 
for  himself. 

Be  the  “  advantage  of  bringing  Mr.  Sturdy’s 
water  into  my  description.”  I  have  actually 
never  availed  myself  of  any  such !  All  that  I 
have  done  is  simply  quoting  a  description  written 
by  an  Englishman  in  an  English  sporting  paper, 
correcting  the  false  statement  that  said  that  the 
Englishman  had  the  whole  river,  and  adding  how 
many  miles  I  thought  —  according  to  same 
description — were  mine.  In  fact  there  would  be 
no  advantage  for  me  in  mixing  up  Mr.  Sturdy’s 
water  with  my  own ;  for,  although  his  water 
certainly  gives  a  heavier  bag  than  mine,  it  has 
the  great  drawback  of  being  “  harling  ”  water  ex¬ 
clusively.  I,  at  least,  have  never  yet,  in  spite  of  my 
frequent  visits  to  the  place,  seen  either  Mr. 
Sturdy  or  his  tenant  even  once  making  a  single 
cast  from  the  bank  or  from  the  boat,  whereas  the 
tenants  on  my  water,  at  any  rate  on  several  places, 
fnay  cast  the  fly  either  from  the  boat  or  from 
the  bank. 

What  I  have  of  the  Evanger  river,  I  hope  I 
shall  manage  to  keep,  feeling  sure  that  I  shall 
find  tenants  who  will  be  pleased  with  it  for  the 
future,  as  also  most  of  my  former  tenants  have 
been  since  I  got  the  extent  of  water  which  I  now 
have.  I  took  it  when  it  was  free,  and  I  have 
still  on  hand  Mr.  Sturdy’s  own  letter  of  Sept.  14, 
1890,  in  which  he  says  that  1  had  “  a  perfect  right 
to  take  it  as  far  as  he  was  concerned.” 

As  to  the  value  of  my  water,  the  Corbett  bag 
of  6351b.  (of  which  were  thirty  salmon  weighing 
5031b.)  proves  it  well  worth  my  regular  monthly 
charge  of  £60.  At  any  rate  such  bag  at 
such  price,  and  partly  made  from  the  bank 
too,  is  superior  to  Mr.  Sturdy’s  bag,  all 
made  by  “  harling.”  for,  according  to  Mr. 
Sturdy’s  own  letters  to  me  of  Feb.  19  and 
20,  1892,  he  has  for  the  last  ten  years 
with  two  rods  and  in  seven  weeks  made  an 
average  bag  of  14001b.,  and  paid  therefore  (his 
tenant’s  rent  deducted)  more  than  £22<I.  I  know 
that  Mr.  Sturdy  will  oppose  to  this  comparison, 
saying  that  the  Corbett  bag  was  made  by  four 
rods,  whereas  his  own  was  made  with  two  rods 
only.  I  may,  thei’efore,  as  well  here  premise  at 
once  that  if  the  four  Corbett  anglers  had  fished 
my  water  in  the  proper  way,  by  dividing  them¬ 
selves  into  two  parties,  each  fishing  my  upper 
and  lower  river  contemporarily,  they  would 
have  made  a  still  heavier  bag  than  6351b. 
By  fishing  as  they  generally  did  (according  to 
the  gaffer’s  statement)  sitting  three  in  the  boat 
at  a  time,  whilst  the  fourth  one  sat  idle  ashore, 
excepting  when  there  was  a  bank  casting  pool  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood,  they  could  hardly 
do  much  better  than  two  ordinary  rods  would 
have  done. 

So  strongly  convinced  am  I  myself  of  the  good 
({uality  of  my  own  water,  that,  if  two  able  sports¬ 
men  are  willing  to  take  it  at  a  price  per  pound  of 
fish  caught  corresponding  to  the  price  of  Mr. 
Sturdy’s  bag  (or  three  shillings  a  pound,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  own  above-named  statement),  I  shall  be 
glad  to  let  them  have  it.  I  shall  then,  I  think — 
(N.B. — If  two  really  able  rods  are  fishing,  and  the 
weather  sets  in  favourably) — after  such  trial  of 
ray  wai.er,  just  as  well  as  Mr.  Sturdy  be  able  to 
“remain  without  a  single  testimonial.” — I  am,  dear 
sir,  yours  respectfully, 

Thorvald  Beyer, 
Owner  of  the  firm,  F.  Beyer, 
Strandgaden,  Bergen. 


UNDRESSED  TAPERED  SILK  LINES 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Do  you  think  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  could  tell  me  where  I  could  purchase 
good  silk-tapered  lines,  undressed,  as  I  want  to 
dress  the  same  for  myself.  Aeon  Elwy. 
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-M  AY-FLTES— GEILSE— A  BIG  FLOUNDER, 
See. 

Sir, — Under  the  heading  “  An  Early  May-fly,” 
reference  is  made  to  a  ]\Jay-fly  sent  you  from  the 
Costa,  Yorkshire,  on  November  21,  1887.  I 
gather  from  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  December  22, 
1888,  that  a  live  IMay-fly,  caught  on  the  River 
IV^ye,  in  the  Haddon  lileadows,  Derbyshire,  on 
the  l.^)th  of  that  month,  was  forwarded  to  yon, 
Other  specimens,  secured  Sept.  11  and  Nov.  10, 
were  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  17, 
1887,  and  Nov.  16,  1889,  respectively.  An  odd 
May-fly  or  two  may  be  no  uncommon  thing  in 
the  middle  of  July,  but  a  regular  rise  of  fly  on 
the  Kennet,  above  Hungerford,  on  the  last 
day  of  that  month,  as  recorded  in  the  Field  of 
August  8,  1891,  is  certainly  noteworthy. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  6th  inst.  your 
correspondent  says:  “If  I  remember  rightly  it 
is  a  dozen  years  since  grilse  were  so  backward 
in  the  season  in  putting  in  an  appearance  in  the 
North.”  Am  I  correct  in  stating  that  the  first 
reported  capture  of  grilse  this  year  was  on  April 
21  .P  If  so,  it  is  the  same  date  as  in  1892,  and  in 
1890  the  first  was  taken  May  2,  nearly  a  month 
later  than  in  the  previous  year. 

In  the  Thames  (Windsor)  report  of  6th  inst. 
Mr.  B.  R.  Bambridge  states,  “Within  the  last 
few  days  I  have  noticed  quantities  of  ‘  millers’ 
thumbs  ’  and  loach  lying  at  the  bottom  of  the 
water  dead.”  Can  you  kindly  inform  me  whether 
the  fish  named  are  common  to  the  Thames,  as  on 
reference  to  the  report  of  a  reading  by  IMr.  M.  H. 
Blarney,  entitled  the  “  Natural  History  of  the 
Thames,”  given  before  the  members  of  tbe 
Richmond  Piscatorial  Society,  at  the  Greyhound, 
in  December,  1887,  it  was  stated  that  “  sixteen 
different  kinds  of  fresh-water  fish  are  found  in 
the  river,  viz.,  trout,  pike,  perch,  barbel  chub, 
bream,  carp,  tench,  roach,  rudd,  dace,  gudgeon, 
flounder,  pope,  bleak,  and  minnow,  besides  eels, 
lamperns,  and  lampreys.”  miller’s  thumbs  and 
loach  not  being  included  P 

Your  Norfolk  correspondent  this  week  refers 
to  a  flounder  18in.  long,  lOin.  wide.  Is  not  this 
a  very  extraordinary  specimen,  as  the  late 
Greville  Fennell  thought  one  of  lOJin.  long,  and 
fiiin.  across  worthy  of  comment  ? — I  am,  sir, 
yours,  &c..  Giant. 

Hanover  Park,  Peckham,  May  15,  1893. 

THE  MAY-FLY"  ON  THE  COLNE. 

De.ar  Sir, — The  rise  of  May-fly  commenced  on 
my  water,  Delaford  Park,  on  the  Colne  brook,  last 
Tuesday,  the  9th  inst.,  and  has  been  steady  ever 
since. — Y’ours  faithfully,  W.  S.  Caine. 


THE  MAY-FLY"  UP  IN  HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Sir, — The  May-fly  is  rising  fast  on  our  rivers 
— Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley. — YMurs  truly, 

R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland,  R.S.O. 

[A  friend  who  lives  near  YYareham,  Dorset, 
tells  us  the  fly  was  up  in  clouds  and  the  fish 
taking  it  well  on  May  12. — Ed.] 


■  MA.Y"-FLIES  ON  ETON  BRIDGE. 

Dear  Sir, — These  ought  to  give  you  the  trout 
fever  ;  they  are  out  here  to-d.  y  round  the  bridge 
in  quantities  greater  than  I  have  ever  sfen  before. 
— Y'ours  faithfully,  R.  B.  Bambridge. 

[ilr.  Bambridge  sends  us  some  IMay-flies  in  all 
stages,  from  just  hatched  to  spent  gnats.  The 
fever  has  been  on  some  time. — Ed.] 

MORE  RUDD  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Marston,  —  The  second  lot  of  rudd 
arrived  to-day,  but  unfortunately  owing  to  the 
great  heat,  I  regret  to  say  there  must  have  been 
quite  one  half  of  them  dead. 

I  put  the  remainder  in  my  punt  well,  when 
they  soon  came  round  perfectly  strong,  and  in 
the  afternoon  placed  them  in  suitable  places  this 
side  of  Hampton  Court  in  the  Thames. 

^  ery  many  thanks  for  them.  I  hope  the  little 
fellows  will  steer  clear  of  the  jack,  they  were  so 
plump  and  in  perfect  condition,  and  about  2in. 
to  2Ain.  long.  —  With  best  wishes,  faithfully 
jours,  Alfred  Nuthall, 

President,  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society. 

Kingston,  May  13,  1893. 

[Y  e  sent  Mr.  Nuthall  twelve  hundred,  and 
regret  so  many  died  on  the  way. — Ed.] 


SALMON  FRY  OR  SMOLT  SAID  TO  BE 

KILLED  WHOLESALE  ON  THE  RIBBLE 
AND  ITS  TRIBUTARIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  like  to  refer  to  a  letter 
in  your  issue  of  May  6. 

I  can  corroborate  to  a  large  extent  the  curious 
statement  of  your  correspondent  as  to  killing 
smolts  by  holders  of  salmon  licences. 

The  river  referred  to  is  evidently  the  Ribble  and 
its  tributaries,  especially  the  Hodder,  in  former 
days  one  of  the  best  sea-trout  rivers  in  the  North 
of  England,  and  a  well-known  salmon  river. 

The  Hodder,  the  great  spawning  bed  of  the 
salmon  and  sea-trout,  I  have  known  since  boy¬ 
hood.  Owing  to  pollution  and  the  fact  that  half 
the  water  supply  has  been  cut  off  by  tbe  Preston 
and  Blackburn  Corporations  for  their  reservoirs, 
the  fishing  has  depreciated  for  some  years  past. 
Smelts  or  smolts  are  now  killed  wholesale — many 
a  rod  taking  a  hundred  in  a  day.  I  know  a 
keeper  on  part  of  the  river  who  is  always  fishing, 
and  no  doubt  he  is  responsible  for  not  less  than 
from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  a  season. 

The  position  the  conservators  take  up  is,  I 
believe,  this  :  that  no  one  who  holds  a  salmon 
licence  will  be  prosecuted  for  killing  smelts  or 
smolts,  but  those  persons  holding  trout  licences 
are  limited  to  trout. 

Persons  consequently  take  out  salmon  licences 
with  the  express  purpose  of  killing  salmon  fry,  and 
the  conservators  depend  to  a  large  extent  on 
their  revenue  derived  from  this  source. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  none  of  the  land- 
owners  in  the  district  will  bestir  themselves ; 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  river  should  not 
return  to  its  former  greatness.  Last  Easter  I 
counted  about  fifty  salmon  waiting  to  return  to 
the  sea  during  half-a-mile’s  walk  along  the  river. 

It  is  a  crying  injustice  that  this  massacre  of 
the  innocents  cannot  be  put  down  with  a  strong 
hand,  and  the  conservators  compelled  to  put  the 
Salmon  Fishery  Acts  into  force — the  sole  object 
for  which  the  board  was  brought  into  existence 
being  to  carry  out  these  Acts. 

AVhether  they  can  be  compelled  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  or  any  private  individual,  I 
cannot  say. 

I  trust  you  will  bring  your  powerful  aid  to 
help  us  poor  anglers  in  the  North,  and  I  trust  the 
ventilation  of  our  grievances  in  your  columns 
will  result  in  immediate  beneficial  reform.  The 
lasting  harm  that  is  being  caused  in  this  river 
every  year  cannot  be  estimated. — I  am,  dear  sir, 
yours  faithfully.  Silver  T.ail. 

Fly-fishers’  Club.  _ 

SALMON  SMOLT  TAKEN  BY  ANGLERS— 
SPROD  AND  MORT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  your  edition  for  the  13th, 
that  “  H.  W.”  thinks  I  must  have  been  mistaken 
about  the  fish  I  called  smelt  or  smolt.  He  thinks 
they  are  perhaps  sprods. 

There  is  no  mistake,  the  fish  are  smolt.  Sprods 
and  morts  do  not  generally  run  up  the  river  in 
question  until  August  or  July.  Again,  these 
fish  were  only  5|in.  or  6|in.  long,  and  anglers 
don’t  usually  get  over  a  hundred  sprods  or  morts 
in  a  day,  and  1  know  of  several  anglers  who  have 
caught  over  a  hundred  of  these  smolt  in  a  day. 

These  fish  are  doing  their  level  best  now  to  get 
to  the  sea  in  spite  of  the  scarcity  of  water. — 
Y"ours  sincerely,  W.  J.  T. 

Blackburn. 

P.S. — Could  “H.  W.”  please  tell  me  what  the 
fish  that  he  calls  sprods  and  morts  really  are  P 
Are  they  sea-trout,  or  young  salmon  returning 
from  the  sea  ? — W.  J.  T. 


TG  KEEP  LIVE  BAITS  AND  ’WORYIS. 

Dear  Sir, — W^ould  any  of  your  correspondents 
kindly  inform  me  how  to  keep  live  bait,  as  I 
frequently  have  a  quantity  left  after  fishing, 
which  I  cannot  keep  alive  but  for  a  few  days  ;  also 
how  to  preserve  worms  ?  A  few  hints  on  the  above 
will  be  gratefully  received  by — Y"ours  faithfully. 

Meeting-street,  Wedneebury,  Amateur. 

May  15,  1893. 

[We  have  noticed  that  dace  and  roach  live 
well  if  kept  in  a  bath  or  tub  with  only  enough 
water  just  to  cover  them,  but  in  hot  weather  you 
must  watch  them  well.  Keep  them  in  a  cool 
cellar  or  dairy.  Worms  should  be  kept 'in  a  cool 
cellar,  in  an  old  butter  tub  half  filled  with  fresh 
damp  earth,  with  sweet  fresh  moss  on  top  changed 
daily. — Ed.] 


Y"HO  WAS  THE  INVENTOR  OF  THE 
“JOCK  SCOTT”? 

Sir, — Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  in  his  interesting 
“Reminiscences  of  an  Old  Angler,”  in  the  issue 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  dated  May  13,  incidentally 
mentions  that  he  has  often  seen  the  inventor  of 
the  famous  fly  the  “  Jock  Scott.” 

Several  claims  have  been  put  forward  on  behalf 
of  different  people  as  being  the  inventor,  and  in 
the  face  of  this  want  of  unanimity  it  is  puzzling 
to  know  to  whom  the  credit  attaching  to  the 
originator  really  belongs. 

If  Mr.  Tod,  or  anyone  else,  could,  of  their  own 
definite  knowledge,  settle  the  point  authoritatively, 
the  information  would  be  welcomed  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  addition  to  the  history  of  the  best  known  and 
most  celebrated  of  all  our  salmon  flies. — Y"oura 
faithfully,  Hugh  Fraser. 

[Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney,  Angling  Editor  of  Shooting 
and  Fishing,  Boston,  U.S.A.,  has  this  interesting 
note  on  Jock  Scott  in  a  recent  number  of  his 
capital  paper : 

“I  presume  that  if  a  vote  should  be  taken 
among  American  salmon  fishermen  to  decide 
which  of  the  many  salmon  flies  was  the  favourite, 
that  the  Jock  Scott  would  be  elected  to  the  place 
of  honour  by  a  handsome  majority',  and  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  the  Silver  Doctor  would  be  a 
good  second.  The  Fishing  Gazette,  London, 
procured  an  expression  of  opinion  on  this  subject 
not  very  long  ago,  as  was  noted  in  Shooting  and 
Fishing  at  the  time,  and  out  of  about  a  score  of 
lists  of  ‘best  flies’  the  Jock  Scott  occupied  a 
prominent  place  in  all  but  one  or  two. 

“  Mr.  Archibald  Mitchell  has  very  kindly  sent 
me  a  copy  of  the  Berwickshire  News,  Scotland, 
containing  a  notice  of  the  death  of  the  inventor 
of  the  Jock  Scott  fly,  from  which  I  quote  ;  ‘  To 
all  salmon  anglers  the  name  of  Jock  Scott  is  such 
a  household  word  that  I  feel  no  apology  is  needed 
to  your  readers,  many  of  whom  must  have  killed 
dozens  of  fish  with  this  fly,  for  inserting  a  notice 
of  the  inventor,  whose  name  it  bears,  on  his 
death,  which  took  place  on  Jan.  24  (1893)  at 
Langshaw  Cottage,  a  shooting  lodge  belonging 
to  the  Earl  of  Haddington,  overlooking  the 
valley  of  the  Tweed,  which  he  loved  so  well,  and 
in  whose  silvery  stream  the  first  specimen  of  his 
fly  was  tried. 

“  ‘John  Scott,  better  known  as  Jock,  was  born 
at  Branxholme,  Roxburghshire,  in  February,  1817, 
and  began  his  sporting  career  at  the  early  age  of 
thirteen,  going  into  the  service  of  the  then 
Marquis  of  Lothian,  under  the  head  keeper, 
Robert  Kerss,  at  whose  able  hands  he  firstlearned 
how  to  tie  a  fly.  Here,  however,  he  only  remained 
two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  that  prince 
of  Border  sportsmen,  the  late  Lord  John  Scott, 
happened  to  see  him,  and,  taking  a  fancy  to  the 
look  of  him,  asked  him  his  name,  and  on  his 
saying  Jock  Scott,  offered  to  take  him  into  his 
service.  This  offer  Jock  readily  accepted,  and 
remained  there  for  twenty-seven  years,  viz ,  to 
within  a  short  time  of  the  lamented  death  of  his 
lordship.  After  a  year  or  two  spent  in  tying  flies 
for  sale,  he  became  keeper  to  Lord  John’s  inti¬ 
mate  friend  and  brother  sportsman,  the  present 
Earl  of  Haddington,  in  whose  service  he  died.  .  . 
It  was  when  acting  as  fisherman  to  Lord  John 
at  Makerstown  in  1850,  a  rather  unfortunate  year 
for  the  angler,  that  he  set  himself  to  devise  some¬ 
thing  really  new  and  taking;  the  “Jock  Scott” 
was  the  result,  and  on  trying  it  himself  he  was 
so  pleased  with  it  that  he  gave  a  pattern  to  the 
late  Mr.  Forrest,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Kelso, 
who  one  day — I  think  at  Bemersyde — after  trying 
a  lot  of  flies  in  vain,  put  it  on,  with  such  marked 
success,  that  he  thereupon  named  it  after  the 
inventor;  and  “Jock  Scott”  it  will  remain  while 
salmon  swim  in  the  Tweed.  With  Jock’s  death 
has  passed  away  another  link  with  the  old  days, 
when  to  be  a  sportsman  was,  at  any  rate,  to  be  a 
man.’  Mr.  Mitchell  adds  to  this  a  note  in  which 
he  says,  ‘  This  account  is  undoubtedly  authentic.’  ” 

Mr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson  says:  “Other  origin  than 
that  of  its  intrinsic  worth,  of  its  legendary  influ¬ 
ence,  equally  observable  in  the  brightest  or 
dullest  weather  or  water,  there  is  none ;  ”  he  adds 
that  its  inventor  was  “  the  late  Lord  John  Scott’s 
water  bailiff.”  We  confess  we  don’t  quite  under¬ 
stand  Mr.  K.’s  remark,  that  its  only  origin  is  its 
intrinsic  worth  and  legendary  influence,  its 
“  worth”  and  “influence”  could  not  have  existed 
before  its  origin,  or  originated  it. — Ed.] 


Mat  20,  1893] 

MORE  RUDD  FOR  THE  RIVER  LEA. 

^  Deak  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  at  our  delegate  meeting  last 
evening  I  was  directed  to  convey  to  you  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  your  very  kind  gift  of 
a  second  consignment  of  rudd  for  the  River  Lea, 
which  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  I  received 
quite  safe,  and  turned  into  the  river  at  Rye 
House,  losing  only  a  few  in  consequence  of  it 
being  a  hot  day.  The  fish  were  all  turned  into 
the  river  before  two  o’clock. — Yours  truly, 

_ _ _  R.  Ghueney,  sec. 

EASTER  AT  “  THE  LION,”  FARNINGHAM. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  *■  Quill  Gnat  ” 
^ys  in  your  issue  of  May  6,  relative  to  the 
Easter  fishing  at  Earningham,  that  he  caught 
‘twelve  perch  weighing  ISJlb.,  all  with  the  Yellow 
Dun,  in  the  Lion  water. 

A  friend  of  mine,  who  fished  the  Darenth  for 
forty  years,  tells  me  there  are  no  perch  in  the 
Farningham  or  Eynsford  portion  of  that  stream  ; 

^  also  that  perch  never  rise  to  artificial  flies;  but 
possibly  may  occasionally  take  a  sunk  “  Alexan¬ 
dra,  ’  or  large  “  Silver  AVickham.”  With  the 
last-mentioned  fly  my  friend  once  caught  a  perch 
m  the  Craig  at  Bexley  Milltail.  I  think  the  late 
Mr.  Francis  Francis  records  a  similar  instance  in 
his  experience  of  fly-fishing. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

„  T.  AVarren. 

Coventry-street,  Piccadilly,  W..  May  10,  1893. 
[Perch  was  evidently  a  misprint  for  trout.— Ed.] 

ANGLERS  AND  ANGLING  ADVERTISE¬ 
MENTS. 

Sir,— Fishing  has  such  agreat  fascination  for  me, 
and  rny  regard  for  fishermen  is  so  strong,  that  it 
is  painful  for  me  to  have  to  utter  a  word  of  com¬ 
plaint  against  any  of  the  craft. 

For  years  past  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
advertising  in  several  of  the  fashionable  sporting 
papers  fishing  of  various  kinds,  and  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  for  me  to  receive  almost  by  each 
post  during  the  season  letters  asking  for  “full 
particulars  about  the  extent  of  water,  number, 
and  weight  of  fish  captured,  best  time  to  come) 
fishermen’s  wages,  shortest  route,  best  flies,  &c., 
to  use,  terms  for  board  and  apartments,  and  how 
far  from  the  river ;  whether  a  church,  post-oflice, 
telegraph,  and  railway  station  near,  and  sundry 
other  queries. 

Now,  it  is  no  easy  task  to  answer  so  many 
questions  from  each  applicant,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  cost  of  advertising,  telegrams,  stationery,  and 
postage. 

AFhat  I  complain  of,  then,  is  that  after  all  this 
trouble  and  expense  some  people  never  send  a 

This  is  most  unfair,  and  displays  a  great  want 
of  courtesy.  A  post  card  with  the  simple  words 
“Fishing,  &c.,  not  suitable”  written  thereon 
would  be  some  acknowledgment  of  one’s  letters. 

_  Advertiser. 

A  SALMON  ANGLING  QUERY. 

Sir, — There  is  nothing  ruins  the  firmness  of 
the  flesh  of  a  salmon  more  than  carrying  it  on 
a  string  or  in  a  bag.  As  soon  as  the  fish  is 
knocked  on  the  head,  sever  the  artery  under  the 
gills,  or  cut  the  gills  right  through,  hold  the  fish 
head  down  in  water  till  the  blood  is  all  run  out, 
place  it  in  a  fish  basket  and  pack  with  rushes  so 
that  it  cannot  get  knocked  about.  To  crimp  a 
salmon,  proceed  as  follows  ;  Kill  the  fish  imme¬ 
diately  it  is  landed,  rip  the  belly  open  for  about 
six  or  eight  inches,  leaving  the  throat  intact, 
remove  the  entrails  and  the  gills,  wash  clean 
from  blood,  then  lay  the  fish  on  a  hard  and  even 
surface,  and  with  a  long  thin-bladed  knife  cut  the 
thick  of  the  flesh  to  the  bone,  each  cut  to  be 
about  21  inches  apart,  commencing  at  the  head  ; 
repeat  the  operation  on  the  opposite  side,  seeing 
that  the  cuts  almost  meet  each  other,  now 
immerse  in  clean  running  water  for  about  twenty 
minutes,  or  until  the  flesh  contracts,  hang  in  the 
shade  to  drip,  wrap  in  clean  paper  or  cloth,  and 
place  the  fish  in  the  basket.  Apart,  however, 
from  bleeding  or  crimping,  a  good  fat  salmon 
will  keep  firm  a  long  time  if  let  alone,  every 
time  it  is  handled  or  moved  helps  to  soften  it. 

I  am  glad  your  correspondent  has  raised  this 
question;  many  anglers  are  careless  how  their  fish 
are  handled  after  being  caught.  Gillies  are 
careless  because  it  saves  trouble. — Yours,  &c., 
Halkirk,  May  15, 1893.  A.  Harper. 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 

A  FIRST-RATE  MARCH  BROWN— A  GOOD 
WORD  FOR  WALES. 

My  Dear  Sir, — You  may  possibly  recollect  my 
sending  you  some  March  Browns  from  Totnes,  a 
year  or  two  ago.  I  now  send  you  a  pattern  which, 
after  much  testing  on  several  waters,  stands 
decidedly  first  among  patterns  in  my  book,  and 
very  high  amongst  all  flies  I  ever  use,  even  in  low 
water  and  bright  sun.  Dressed  0  and  00  it  kills 
in  the  summer,  especially  if  with  one  turn  of  gold 
at  tail.  Wing  may  also  be  dark  (hen  silver 
pheasant  is  best). 

The  fly  has  done  well  jlately,  getting  me  fair 
quantities  of  good-sized  fish,  even  in  very  low 
water  and  bright  sun. 

It  may  be  of  service  to  fishermen  and  their 
^untry-loving  friends  if  you  note  that  Rhiwaedog 
Hall,  near  Bala,  is  now  open,  under  new  manage¬ 
ment,  and  with  good  lengths  of  fishing  attached, 
one  capital  rocky  stream,  Hirnant,  being  reserved 
entirely  for  Rhiwaedog,  and  plenty  of  water 
available  on  Dee  and  Tryweryn.  Bala  Lake  is 
about  twenty  minutes’  walk  from  the  house,  and 
the  hostess  is  placing  a  boat  on  it.  Abundant 
lake,  river,  and  stream  fishing  is  easily 
accessible.  Corwen,  Arenig,  Dolgelly.  Festiniog, 
and  many  other  fishing  places  being  within  easy 
run  of  Bala.  The  house  is  an  ancient  country 
house,  massively  built,  and  abounding  in  black 
oak.  It  stands  on  the  hillside  above  the  Hirnant, 
and  well  away  from  the  public  road.  The  charges 
are  moderate,  the  catering  good,  and  the  house 
very  roomy  and  comfortable.  Not  being  a 
licensed  house  it  is  thoroughly  private  and  quiet, 
well  suited  for  ladies  and  children  as  well  as  for 
Piscator  himself.  The  surroundings  of  woodland, 
hill,  and  moor,  and  the  abundance  of  wild  flowers 
and  interesting  birds  and  beasts— by  the  latter  I 
don  t  sirnply  mean  chickens  and  mountain  mutton 
make  it  a  pleasant  abode  even  in  the  intensely 
fine  weather,  which  is  so  afflicting  to  fishermen. 

I  have  wandered  to  several  places,  but  this  is  far 
the  pleasantest  I  have  tried,  and  one  can  get 
some  fish  even  in  the  worst  weather.  It  is  the 
perfection  of  a  place  for  any  but  those  who  like 
their  “  country  ”  to  have  a  strong  flavour  of  town. 

I  have,  of  course,  no  interest  in  recommend¬ 
ing  the  place,  only  I  do  not  find  it  always  easy  to 
discover  comfort,  pleasant  surroundings,  and 
good  fishing  on  extremely  moderate  terms. 

Roberts,  the  Bala  tackle  dealer,  is  reliable  for 
information,  and  has  a  strange  fondness  for  being 
up  to  date  with  his  tackle,  and  plenty  of  hints  as 
to  fish  and  flies  can  be  got  from  keepers  and 
others  living  close  to  Rhiwaedog. 

Bala  Lake  seems  to  have  some  very  heavy  trout 
with  very  keen  wits.  They  show  in  the  May-fly 
season,  but  no  one  seems  to  work  the  blow  line ; 
and  they  seein  in  good  condition  in  February,  and 
apt  to  take  pike  baits,  but  very  hard  to  get  in  the 
summer,  except  on  very  fine  spinning  tackle, 
which  they  smash.  Some  one  skilled  in  ferox 
fishing  ought  to  account  for  some  101b.  or  121b. 
fish.  Possibly  steel  traces  might  solve  the 
difficult}^ — Yours  faithfully,  S.  E.  R. 

[The  March  Brown  is  an  excellent  pattern.— 
Ed.] 


THAT  LOST  FLY-BOX. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Some  weeks  back  you 
were  kind  enough  to  give  insertion  to  a  letter  of 
mine,  announcing  the  loss  of  my  fly-box  in  a 
train.  As  my  fellow  passenger,  to  whom  the  fly- 
box  was  handed,  told  me  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Kennet  Angling  Club,  and  a  native  of 
Newbury,  I  wrote  to  the  hon.  secretary  of  that 
club  and  described  both  the  Newbury  man  and 
his  son  a  youth  of  twelve  or  fourteen.  This 
was  a  month  ago,  and  although  my  letter  has  not 
been  returned,  I  have  received  no  reply.  That 
my  box  of  flies  was  left  on  the  seat  immediately 
m  front  of  the  Newbury  man,  and  by  the  side  of 
his  son,  is  open  to  no  doubt.  The  value  of  the 
box  and  its  contents  would  not  be  great  intrinsi¬ 
cally  (about  a  gross  of  eyed  flies),  but  it  contained 
my  killing  patterns,  and  these  are,  to  me,  above 
price  and  cannot  be  replaced.  Can  any  of  your 
readers  tell  me  if  there  is  a  Kennet  Anglincr 
Club,  and  if  so  who  is  the  secretary  ?  ” 

Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gedxev. 


A  GRIEVANCE. 

Dear  Sir, — It  would  be  doing  me  a  favour  if  you 
would  kindly  air  my  grievance  in  your  paper. 

I  was  staying  at  a  fishing  hotel  last  month, 
where  one  had  to  pay  a  fairly  good  sum  to  be 
driven  to  any  of  the  best  lochs,  and  the  gillie  had 
to  walk  to  the  hotel  in  the  morning,  then  to  the 
loch,  row  all  day,  and  walk  borne  again. 

On  several  occasions  when  there  was  a  seat 
vacant  in  the  trap  I  told  the  gillie  to  jump  up  and 
take  a  lift  home.  Now  when,  for  instance,  there 
were  two  fishermen  in  the  trap  beside  the  driver, 
the  landlord  got  10s.  for  the  day,  and  though  we 
merely  utilised  what  would  have  been  a  vacant 
seat  on  the  way  home,  yet  2s.  6d.  was  charged  for 
giving  the  gillie  a  lift.  I  consider  this  a  bad 
principle,  and  certainly  others  have  agreed  with 
me.  I  would  suggest  that  the  landlord  keep  a 
donkey  or  Shetland  pony  or  something,  and  in 
case  of  long  distances,  let  the  gillies  come  home  at 
their  leisure,  and  there  should,  to  my  mind,  be  no 
charge  for  it.  It  will  not  do,  I  venture  to  think, 
for  landlords  to  try  and  squeeze  too  much.  The 
last  straw,  Mr.  Editor,  we  know  of  old,  proved 
fatal.  Fishermen’s  pockets,  like  camel’s  backs, 
will  only  stand  a  certain  strain.  Aggrieved. 

Glasgow. 


THE  HYTHE  CANAL. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  editorial  note,  re  Hythe 
Canal,  you  have  omitted  bream — they  are  very 
plentiful,  especially  near  the  town.  A  2Ib.  fish 
is  the  largest  I  have  taken.  Ha.ve  you  heard  of 
any  perch  being  there  ?  I  have  not  seen  one  in 
two  years.  The  roach,  or  hybrids  some  say  they 
are,  run  very  small ;  but  there  are  some  very 
fair  tench  —  best  place,  second  or  third  bend 
above  the  bridges.  I  had  one  2flb.  last  year,  and 
saw  some  good  jack  towards  Sandgate,  about 
the  same  time — August. 

The  great  drawbacks  to  the  fishing  are  shallow 
water,  and  a  tremendous  quantity  of  weed 
(Anacharis),  which  wants  clearing  out  badly  — 
Yours  very  truly,  A.  W.  Wavering. 

[We  mentioned  perch  as  we  understood  they 
had  been  put  in  of  late  years  in  some  quanti¬ 
ties. — Ed.] 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  a  subscriber,  I  have  been 
informed  :  (I)  That  the  price  of  tickets  has  been 
increased  from  5s.  to  123.  6d.  per  month,  and 
daily  tickets  in  a  corresponding  ratio  ;  (2)  Ducks 
and  swans  are  permitted  to  feed  on  the  spawn 
galore ;  (3)  Weed  cutting  is  being  performed  in 
spawning  time;  and  (4)  Steam  and  electrical 
launches  (flat  bottomed)  are  about  to  be  put  on 
the  canal.  If  all  this  be  true  it  will  about  settle 
the  canal  for  angling  purposes,  but  I  hope  to 
hear  it  contradicted. — I  am,  &c., 

_  Old  Angler. 

LOW  STATE  OF  THE  RIVER  WEAR. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— The  River  Wear  has 
never  been  known  to  be  so  low  for  years  as  it  now 
is.  I  walked  from  West  Mdl  Dam  up  to  the 
village  of  Escomb  last  evening  (Sunday).  It  is 
principally  dead  water.  There  were  thousands 
of  small  trout  flinging  themselves  out  and  rising 
with  an  occasional  heavy  fish.  The  surface  in 
some  places  appeared  as  though  heavy  rain  was 
falling.  I  have  never  in  my  experience  seen  such 
a  sight  before.  W.  J.  Cummins. 

Bishop  Auckland,  May  1.5,  1893. 


THE  “HAMPSHIRE  TROUT”  PICTURE 
GIVEN  LAST  WEEK  WITH  THE  FISH¬ 
ING  GAZETTE. 

De.ar  Mr.  Editor,— The  picture  of  the  “Hamp¬ 
shire  Trout  ”  given  with  last  week’s  number  is 
excellent,  but  don’t  you  think  it  would  give 
greater  satisfaction  to  possessors  of  pictures  of 
fish,  if  there  were  something  in  the  picture  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  size  of  the  fish?  For  instance,  in 
the  “  Hampshire  Trout  ”  there  is  a  landing 
net.  Now,  if  the  diameter  of  the  net  were 
given,  an  idea  of  the  size  of  the  fish  could  be 
easily  formed.  The  net  -would  act  as  a  kind  of 
scale. 

I  thought  of  suggesting  that  a  foot  rule  should 
be  placed  near  the  fish  and  included  in  the 
picture,  but  this  would  perhaps  detract  from  the 
beauty  of  the  picture.  Trusting  I  may  be  ex¬ 
cused  for  trespassing  on  your  time. — I  remain, 
yours  sincerely,  -yV.  J.  T. 

Blackburn. 

[We  have  no  doubt  the  artist  will  see  this 
suggestion. — Ed.] 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


Thk  Bermondsey  Brothers  have  weighed  •  in 

11151b.  5ioz.  of  fish  during  the  past  season. 

*  * 

# 

’Ihey  ran  the  New  Albion  Pisoatorials  very  closely  at 
the  scales.  The  Old  Kent-road  men  have  taken 
11161b.  “Hoz.,  or  not  11b.  difference. 

#  # 

Btjt  I  hear  the  United  Society  of  Anglers,  meeting  at 
the  Citizen,  Houndsditch,  have  beaten  these  two  grand 
takes.  Last  season  resulted  in  the  members  returning 
to  the  club  with  11231b.  13oz.  !  The  total  gross  weight 
for  the  three  clubs  is  thus  335.51b.  6^oz. 

*** 

The  roach  have  commenced  to  spawn  in  the  Surrey 
Canal  at  Peckham.  I  saw  some  fine  fish  in  the  weeds 
on  Monday,  and  a  friend  of  mine  said  he  had  found  some 
spawn  adhering  to  a  barge  rope.  I  hear  the  canal  is  to 
be  dredged,  which  will  certainly  improve  the  fishing. 
As  much  of  the  mud  as  possible  is  to  be  taken  out,  and 
the  canal  is  to  be  deepened. 

*** 

The  Greenwich  anglers  dined  together  last  week.  I 
understand  they  had  a  very  pleasant  evening.  Mr. 
Toynbee  was  at  the  Foresters’  Hall  on  Monday  looking 

after  their  interests.  a  » 

* 

The  Central  Association,  through  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
have  taken  another  mile  of  water  on  the  Arun  at 
Amberley.  It  is  a  continuation  of  the  stretch  of  river 
I  announced  they  had  rented  in  my  last  week’s  Notes. 
The  C.A.  men  like  the  Arun  evidently.  It  is  all  right  if 
you  can  only  get  them  on  there. 

#  ^  # 

The  fact  that  over  Icwt.  of  fish  has  been  taken  on  a 
competition  day,  when  hundreds  of  anglers  have  been 
stalking  about  on  the  banks,  together  with  their  sweet¬ 
hearts  and  wives,  is  proof  that  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in 
the  water.  Good  individual  takes  are  also  frequently 
recorded,  and  the  fish  are  certainly  the  cleanest  I  have 
seen.  I  wish  the  C.A.  members  a  successful  season  on 
their  new  waters.  »  * 

The  G.E.K.  have  notified  the  associations  that  the 
bookings  to  St.  Ives  (Hunts)  for  the  Ouse  will  be  at  a 
single  fare  and  a  quarter,  instead  of  a  single  fare. 

*** 

The  Junior  Flyfishers  were  up  the  Lea  on  the  llth, 
after  the  trout,  but  sport  was  bad. 

*** 

Three  trout  were  caught  by  an  angler  named  Jeff'erys, 
in  the  Lea  at  Hertford,  on  the  llth.  One  of  the  fish 
scaled  31b.  lloz.  Another  fish  of  31b.  was  taken  with 
a  gudgeon  there  on  the  same  day.  Mr.  Rogers,  fishing 
a  tributary,  caught  four  and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  but 
they  did  not  reach  the  Lea  measurement. 

Mr.  K.  B.  MARSTONhas  presented  another  consignment 
of  rndd  to  the  London  Anglers’  Association.  They  were 
turned  into  the  Lea  on  Saturday  by  Mr.  E.  Ghurney, 
who  says  they  dashed  off  like  young  trout.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  association  on  Monday  night,  Mr.  Ridge¬ 
way  (President  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society)  moved  : — 
“  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  meeting  of  delegates  of 
the  Anglers’  Association  be  tendered  to  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  for  his  very  handsome  and  generous  gift  to  our 
waters.”  Carried  unanimously. 

*** 

Delegates  are  requested  to  bring  their  pink 
tickets  to  the  Foresters’  Hall  on  meeting  nights  ;  their 
votes  will  be  useless  without  them. 

* 

The  St.  Ives  (Hunts)  Angling  Society  has,  I  under¬ 
stand,  applied  to  become  affiliated  to  the  London  Anglers’ 
Association.  *  #.  * 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  held  on  Monday  night  at  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell.  Between  fifty  and  sixty  clubs  were  repre¬ 
sented.  Mr.  G.  H.  Field  presided.  Mr.  Lawes  (of  the 
Deptford  United  Brothers)  was  again  elected  to  represent 
the  Association  on  the  T.A.P.S.  Mr.  A.  Conn  (Bermond¬ 
sey  Brothers)  will  bo  tyler  again.  In  connection  with 
the  visiting  officers,  Mr.  Jennings  resigned  the  western 
district,  and  Mr.  Harris  was  elected  in  his  place. 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Manning,  and  Thorling  were  re¬ 
elected  for  the  other  three  districts.  Committeemen 
were  elected  on  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  but  Mr. 
J.  B.  Close,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  resigned  his  position  on 
that  body.  Reference  was  made  to  the  new  railway 
travelling  arrangements,  in  connection  with  which  Mr. 
Ghurney  reported  satisfactory  negotiations. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  two  letters  were  read 
from  the  G.E.R.  complaining  of  the  abuse  of  the 
privilege  ticket  on  their  line.  The  offending  anglers  in 
each  case  were  honorary  members  of  societies  affiliated 
to  the  association,  and,  on  being  interrogated  at  the 
meeting,  one  of  them  acknowledged  that  he  had  used 
his  ticket  for  business  purposes.  By  a  unanimous  vote 
the  delegates  present  very  properly  cancelled  it  on  the 
spot.  The  other  case  was  adjourned  for  further  in¬ 
quiries,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  refer  to  it  until  the 
association’s  decision  in  the  matter  is  given.  In  the 
meantime  I  would  strongly  urge  upon  all  true  friends  of 
the  association  to  do  all  that  lies  in  their  power  to 
prevent  the  slightest  infringement  of  the  privileges 
which  the  railway  companies  have  so  kindly  and  gener¬ 
ously  granted  club  anglers. 


I  THINK  the  best  piece  of  news  for  club  anglers  this 
week  is  the  fact  that  the  drought  has  been  broken  up  at 
last.  Rain  has  come  “  after  many  days,”  and  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  we  were  treated  to  a  heavy  fall,  which  should 
freshen  up  the  rivers  a  bit.  If  the  trees  and  the  grass 
and  the  flowers  could  only  speak  !  The  “  blessed  ”  rain 
has  made  its  appearance  amidst  general  rejoicings.  The 
great  “  J.  P. ’’  has  turned  on  the  ivater-tap  at  last.  'The 
anglers’  prayers  have  been  answered !  There  is  time 
for  a  good  sward  of  grass  yet,  and  for  a  coloured  water 

on  the  16th  !  #  # 

# 

The  suggested  celebration  of  Walton’s  tercentenary 
in  August  next  should  have  the  support  of  all  anglers. 
The  idea  is  a  capital  one,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  carried 
to  a  successful  issue.  The  proceedings  might  fittingly 
include  a  grand  banquet  in  London,  and  a  river  trip 
either  up  the  Thames  or  Lea  in  steam  launches. 

*#* 

A  ceowtied  gathering  of  anglers  was  held  on  Tues¬ 
day  night  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey,^wRen 
the  members  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  participated 
in  their  annual  dinner.  As  regards  the  take  of  fish, 
last  season  was  the  most  successful  the  B.B.’s  have  ever 
had.  The  total  gross  weight  of  all  members  was 
11151b.  5Joz.  Mr.  H.  Patman  headed  the  list  with  an 
individual  catch  of  3341b.  8^oz.,  25211).  of  this  weight 
being  roach.  Mr.  J.  Smith  came  next  with  3111b.  gross 
weight,  roach  1191b.  ;  Mr.  Streeton  was  third  with  1641b. 
gross  weight,  and  Mr.  J.  Warmer  was  the  next  on  the  prize 
list  with  a  gross  weight  of  1181b.  14oz.  Mr.  A.  Conn,  the 
secretary  of  the  club,  was  awarded  first  prize  for  the  best 
roach,  a  21b.  fish,  from  the  Thames.  There  were  heaps 
of  other  prize  winners,  and  amongst  the  prizes  wore  a 
fly  rod,  a  silver  cup,  and  a  copper  kettle.  The  money 
prizes  and  the  cup  were  borne  into  the  room  on  a  large 
tray,  followed  by  a  gentleman  carrying  the  fly  rod,  and  a 
third  individual  bearing  the  kettle.  At  the  roar  of  the 
procession  walked  “  Goosequill,”  who  was  heading  up 
for  “  Old  Izaak,”  when  it  was  reported  to  be  raining,  and 
‘‘  Goosequill  ”  at  once  dashed  off  to  obtain  particulars. 
When  “  Goosequill  ”  returned  it  was  too  late  for  the 
speeches,  but  there  was  a  capital  concert  in  progress  ; 
and  it  was  not  until  an  early  hour  that  the  B.B.’s 
wended  their  various  ways  home,  feeling  that  the  dinner 
had  been  one  of  the  most  successful  ever  held.  Mr.  H. 
Oastlor  Hinton,  as  president  of  the  society,  took  the 
ohair.  #  ^  * 

A  NICE  practical  joke  was  played  on  a  gentl  eman  of 
my  acquaintance  a  few  nights  ago.  He  had  been  having 
a  few  friends  to  supper,  and,  on  going  down  next  morn¬ 
ing.  found  the  gold  fish  globe  empty.  The  ”  boys  ”  had 
coolly  distributed  its  contents  into  his  top  hat,  and  the 
gold  fish  were  swimming  about  therein  as  lively  as 
possible  !  *  ^  # 

Yesterday  (Friday)  a  note  reached  me  to  the  effect 
that  in  connection  with  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials’ 
dinner,  on  June  8,  Major  Lewis  H.  Isaacs  would  take 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
the  vice-chair.  Goosequill. 


EAGLE  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  TOTTENHAM. 

The  annual  general  meeting  took  place  at  our  head¬ 
quarters  “  The  Eagle,”  on  Tuesday,  May  9,  when  there 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  the  chair  being 
occupied  by  our  esteemed  president,  E.  B.  Eidgway,  Esq. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  general  meeting  having 
been  read  and  confirmed,  the  balance-sheet  showed  the 
club  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition,  a  good  surplus 
being  carried  over  for  the  coming  season.  We  were 
fortunate  in  again  securing  Mr.  Eidgway  as  our  presi¬ 
dent,  and  several  welLknown  and  influential  gentlemen 
favoured  ns  by  becoming  vice-presidents,  notably  our 
old  and  valued  friend  the  late  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  T.  F. 
Barlow,  who  has  resigned  the  secretaryship  owing  to 
his  uncertainty  of  residence  amongst  us,  and  it  was  with 
a  feeling  of  deep  regret  that  his  resignation  was  accepted 
after  many  years  of  really  good  honest  hard  work  for 
the  club.  Our  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  Duncan  Shar- 
land,  was  unanimously  elected  in  his  stead,  whilst  Mr. 
J.  Dyer,  also  a  very  prorninent  and  hard-working 
member,  took  the  post  of  assistant  secretary,  and  Mr. 
Allen  Ainsley,  the  worthy  host  of  our  comfortable  head¬ 
quarters,  was  duly  elected  treasurer,  and  a  strong  com¬ 
mittee  of  nine  of  our  most  ardent  sportsmen,  together 
with  two  equally  good  and  true  delegates,  completed 
“  our  little  lot  ”  ;  and  it  is  hoped  we  shall  all  [pull 
together  as  merrily  as  in  former  years.  Five  new 
members  were  duly  elected,  making  us  now  over  sixty 
strong.  A  neat  little  speech  from  our  worthy  chairman, 
a  few  good-hearted  remarks  from  our  retiring  secretary, 
Mr.  Barlow,  wishing  the  club  continued  success,  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  and  congratulations  all 
round  brought  a  most  successful  meeting  to  a  close. 

Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  on  Thursday,  June  15,  which,  as  one  of  our 
members  facetiously  put  it,  occurs  “  The  night  before 
the  battle,”  when  we  shall  be  only  too  delighted  to 
welcome  any  brother  angler  who  may  care  to  join  “  The 
Birds  ”  in  their  annual  “  peck.” 

Duncan  Sharland,  Hon.  Sec. 


Fifth  Eye  House  Competition. — Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 
from  the  Stepney,  lOs. ;  Sociable  Brothers,  10s.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  several  other  societies. — S.  Malby, 
sec. 


TADCASTER  ANGLING  AND  PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  well  attended  meeting  of  the  above  association, 
held  on  Monday  evening,  two  new  boy  members  were 
proposed  and  accepted.  A  proposition  was  also  brought 
before  the  meeting  and  carried  unanimously,  that  sea¬ 
son  fishing  tickets  be  issued  to  non-members  at  an 
annual  charge  of  53.,  such  tickets  being  issued  from 
June  1  in  each  year,  and  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  secretary  of  the  association,  Mr.  W.  Holloway, 
Bridge  End,  Tadcaster.  This  being  a  new  feature  in 
the  society’s  rules,  in  addition  to  the  issue  of  daily  and 
weekly  tickets,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  same  may  meet 
with  the  approval  and  support  of  anglers  generally, 
and  thus  be  the  means  of  bringing  about  mutual  ad¬ 
vantages,  which  the  society  are  evidently  desirous  of 
establishing.  A  lengthy  discussion  took  place  on  the 
illegal  taking  and  spearing  of  fish  during  low  water, 
and  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  we  are  given  to  under¬ 
stand,  will  be  communicated  with  on  the  subject. 

On  Tuesday,  May  9,  a  consignment  of  perch  and 
rndd,  being  part  of  an  order  from  the  Burghley  Park 
Fishery,  were  placed  in  their  new  abode  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  vice-president  and  secretary  of 
the  society,  assisted  by  several  other  members.  The 
fish  appeared  to  be  in  healthy  condition,  and  the 
society  hope  to  reap  good  results.  The  remainder  will 
be  placed  in  shortly. 


CORNWALL  COUNTY  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 

To  be  held  at  Truro,  July  25  to  Aug.  16, 1893. 

Technical  Instruction  of  Fishermen. 

Exhibition  Oflice,  73,  Lemon-street,  Truro. 
Dear  Sir, — The  time  for  holding  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  is  fast  approaching,  and  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  ensure  its  success,  with  view  of  doing  some¬ 
thing  to  provide  for  the  technical  education  of  fisher¬ 
men  by  starting  a  practical  fisheries  school  and  county 
museum,  in  which  young  fishermen  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  gaining  knowledge  of  many  things  of 
great  use  in  their  calling,  such  as,  e.g.,  the  latest 
improved  methods  and  appliances  for  catching,  packing, 
transporting,  and  curing  fish,  as  practised  in  various 
parts  of  the  world  and  under  varying  conditions ;  fish 
culture,  such  as  the  hatching,  rearing,  stocking,  and 
farming  of  cod,  salmon,  trout,  oysters,  lobsters,  &c.  ; 
the  elements  of  personal  hygiene,  for  preservation  of 
health  ;  simple  methods  of  remedial  treatment  for  cure 
or  alleviation  of  sickness  and  bodily  injuries  while  at 
sea  ;  and  sufficient  knowledge  of  natural  history  to  be 
able  to  identify,  observe,  and  record  an  intelligent 
account  of  birds,  animals,  weeds  and  other  vegetable 
growths,  and  climatic  and  other  conditions  favourable 
or  detrimental  to  fish  and  fishing.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  if  the  rising  generation  of  young  fishermen  received 
some  training  in  these  and  other  branches  of  knowledge 
bearing  on  their  business,  they  would  be  much  better 
fitted  to  intelligently  and  profitably  carry  on  the  fishing 
industry  than  at  present  is  the  case. 

I  appeal  to  you  for  your  support  and  assistance  in 
this  good  and  useful  work. 

The  scheme  is  being  warmly  supported  by  a  great 
number  of  gentlemen  throughout  the  county  and  else¬ 
where  (see  list  of  names  on  the  prospectus),  by  national 
departments  and  public  institutions,  and  by  Colonial 
Governments.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the 
Board  of  Trade,  the  British  Museum,  the  Science  and 
Art  Department,  South  Kensington,  the  Marine 
Biological  Association,  the  Fishmongers’  Company,  and 
the  County  Council.  There  will  be  a  very  extensive 
display  of  things  from  Japan  ;  numerous  exhibits  from 
Canada,  Victoria,  Straits  Settlements,  &c.  ;  and  Norway 
and  Sweden  will  probably  be  well  represented. 

The  committee  have  contracted  for  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  building,  of  wood  and  corrugated  iron,  from 
designs  by  Mr.  Silvanus  Trevail,  F.R.I.B.A.,  and  have 
also  secured  the  use  of  the  Public  Baths,  Public 
Rooms,  and  part  of  the  Market  House  for  the  purposes 
of  the  exhibition.  Arrangements  are  also  being  made 
for  running  excursion  trains,  and  for  the  provision  of  a 
series  of  entertainments  throughout  the  time  of  the 
show.  A  portion  of  the  building  has  been  set  apart  as 
a  fine  art  gallery,  and  the  entries  and  promises  already 
received  from  artists  of  repute  make  it  certain  that  the 
show  of  pictures  will  be  one  of  the  best  ever  seen  in  the 
West  of  England.  As  is  only  fitting  to  the  occasion, 
what  is  known  as  the  Newlyn  School  will  be  prominently 
represented,  the  matter  having  been  taken  up  with 
much  kindness  and  spirit  by  Mr.  Stanhope  A.  Forbes, 
A.R.A.,  Mr.  T.  C.  Gotch,  and  others. 

All  these  things  entail  expense,  responsibility,  and 
anxiety.  The  committee  are,  however,  confident  that 
the  result  will  be  an  exhibition  of  which  the  county 
may  justly  feel  proud;  and  they  also  hope  the  financial 
outcome  of  the  enterprise  will  enable  them  to  put  aside 
a  substantial  sum  as  a  nucleus  for  the  proposed  fisheries 
school  and  county  museum  fund. 

Will  you  help  i  There  are  several  ways  in  which  you 
can  do  so,  as — by  becoming  a  donor,  or  a  guarantor,  or 
a  season  ticket  holder,  or  an  exhibitor  ;  ana  by  enlisting 
the  interest  of  your  friends  and  others,  and  affording  us 
information  as  to  things  in  your  neighbourhood  suitable 
for  exhibition. 

I  remain,  dear  sir. 

On  behalf  of  the  executive  committee. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Evelyn  W.  Rashleioh,  Hon.  Sec. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary,  Cornish  Fisheries  Exhibition,  73,  Lemon- 
street,  Truro. 
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■provincial  motes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

On  Thursday  evening  last,  May  11,  the  second  special 
general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association 
was  held  at  the  headquarters  for  the  purpose  of  finish¬ 
ing  the  association  challenge  cup  business.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice¬ 
chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  the  whole 
of  the  clubs,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were  represented. 
The  president,  having  formally  opened  the  meeting, 
called  upon  the  secretary  to  read  the  minutes  relating 
to  the  obtaining  of  the  cup  by  special  levy  of  3d.  per 
member.  This  was  read,  and  placed  before  the  meeting 
for  discussion,  when,  after  the  delegates  had  explained 
their  club’s  views  upon  the  matter,  the  minute  was  put  to 
the  vote  and  carried  by  a  majority  of  fourteen  votes. 
The  question  of  how  the  cup  should  be  won  and  what 
the  winner  should  receive  in  recognition  of  his  success, 
was  decided  by  Mr.  Coles  moving  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Wainwright :  “  That 
the  winner  of  the  cup,  in  addition  of  receiving  the  first 
prize  given  by  the  association,  shall  be  presented 
with  a  diploma,  having  an  appropriate  design ; 
and  should  any  member  win  the  cup  two  years  in  succes¬ 
sion  or  three  times  in  all,  the  cup  shall  become  his 
obsolute  property ;  further,  the  club  to  which  he  belongs 
shall  receive  a  diploma  in  honour  of  the  member’s 
success.  In  the  event  of  any  winner  belonging  to  more 
clubs  than  one,  the  diploma  to  go  to  the  club  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  longest.  This,  upon  being  put  to 
the  meeting,  was  carried  unanimously.  It  was  also  re¬ 
solved,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Wilkins,  that  the  cost  of  the  diplomas  be  not  more 
than  two  guineas,  and  that  the  cost  be  defrayed  by  the 
association,  carried  unanimously.  The  insurance  of  the 
cup  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  cup  committee.  The 
committee  were  also  instructed  to  continue  their  labours, 
and  discretionary  powers  were  given  them  to  use  the 
levy  for  the  purpose  indicated  in  the  resolutions,  and  to 
make  all  arrangements  necessary  to  the  carrying  out  of 
the  challenge  cup  competition.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Keeling,  and  seconded  by  Mr.Holloway,  no  fish  under  2oz. 
will  be  weighed-in  at  the  future  association  contests,  this, 
upon  being  put  to  the  meeting,  was  carried  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  president.  The  question  of  members  belonging 
to  more  clubs  than  one  being  called  upon  to  pay  the 
levy,  was  decided  by  a  resolution  being  moved  by  Mr. 
Handley,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  “  That  the 
branch  secretaries  pay  upon  all  the  members  on  their 
books  irrespective  of  how  many  clubs  they  may  belong 
to.”  This,  upon  being  put  to  the  meeting,  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  fifteen  votes.  This  concluded  the  cup 
business,  when  Mr.  Holloway’s  notice  of  motion  re  the 
preservation  of  specimen  fish  by  the  association  was 
brought  forward,  but  fell  through.  The  clubs  were 
asked  by  the  chairman  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  matter, 
and  to  do  all  they  could  to  preserve  all  specimen  fish 
taken  by  their  members. 

On  Thursday  evening  last  the  Tenby  Piscatorials  held 
a  concert  in  aid  of  the  prize  fund  of  the  society.  The 
concert  was  in  every  way  a  success,  and  was  attended 
by  about  120  friends  and  members  of  the  society.  The 
chief  artists  were  Messrs.  Andrews,  Knowles,  Walton, 
Collins,  Swain,  Hacket,  Cottrell,  and  Bates.  Mr.  G. 
King  presided,  and  Mr.  Fielder  was  an  efficient 
accompanist. 

On  the  14th  inst.  about  twenty  members  of  the  St. 
George’s  Society  fished  a  contest  in  the  canal  at  Tam- 
worth,  the  prizes  being  given  for  the  largest  number  of 
roach  and  perch  taken,  which  were  placed  in  a  bait-can 
and  conveyed  to  the  Eiver  Anker.  The  contest  was  not 
the  success  that  could  be  desired,  as  the  winner,  Mr.  C. 
Wainwright,  only  caught  seven  fish,  and  Mr.  J.  Attwood 
was  second  with  six  fish. 

The  long  looked-for  rain  has  come  at  last,  it  will  help 
to  freshen  up  the  rivers  and  brooks  which  have  been  in 
a  very  low  condition  for  the  last  two  months.  A  lot  of 
rain  has  fallen  this  day  (Wednesday),  and,  according  to 
the  barometer,  there  is  a  lot  more  to  come  down  ;  this 
will  put  the  fish  on  their  best  behaviour  for  the  holidays. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

When  things  get  to  the  worst  they  are  bound  to 
improve,  and  this  would  appear  to  be  the  case  with  the 
weather.  Old  Sol,  after  a  reign  of  unprecedented 
brilliance,  has  at  length  hidden  his  face  behind  the 
clouds,  and  for  once  we  are  glad  to  be  without  his 
presence.  Day  after  day  it  appeared  as  though  a  change 
were  about  to  take  place,  and  as  regularly  did  it  clear 
off :  but  at  last  we  are  able  to  record  the  welcome  fact 
that  some  rain  has  fallen.  Never  before  in  the  history 
of  this  district  have  some  of  the  rivers  reached  so  low  a 
level,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  low  water  marks 
on  bridges  and  other  local  records,  and  the  conse<iuent 
destruction  of  fish  has  been  serious.  We  hear  that 
about  a  couple  of  miles  of  the  Kent,  north  of  Kendal, 
were  again  seriously  polluted  on  Sunday,  dead  fish  being 
seen  in  scores  along  the  entire  length.  At  the  time  of 
writing  rain  continues  to  fall,  and  should  it  hold  out  for 
the  remainder  of  the  week,  there  is  a  prospeet  of  sport 
during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays.  No  difference  has  so 
far  been  made  in  the  condition  of  rivers,  and  we  cannot 
yet  speak  of  any  angling  being  accomplished  as  far  as 
trout  and  salmon  are  concerned  ;  but  many  fishermen, 
through  force  of  circumstances,  have  lately  turned 


their  attention  to  the  pike,  and  lake,  tarn, 'and  canal 
have  been  laid  under  tribute.  A  fair  amount  of  sport 
has  been  obtained  in  this  way  ;  but  many  anglers  are 
lamenting  the  disappearance  of  favourite  streams  where 
they  have  been  wont  to  creel  their  three  or  four  brace  of 
trout  daily.  Of  the  lakes,  Windermere  seems  to  afford 
the  best  “  field”  for  operations,  a  good  many  pike  and 
trout  having  lately  been  taken.  The  latter  are  much 
superior  to  river  trout  both  in  flavour  and  size,  running 
from  a  pound  up  to  three  or  four  pounds  in  weight,  the 
flesh  a  pretty  pinky-white  colour. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  West  Cumberland  Fishery  Board 
last  Thursday,  the  clerk  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  clerk  to  the  Cleator  Moor  Local  Board, 
alleging  that  it  was  currently  reported  that  the  recent 
destruction  of  fish  in  the  River  Ehen  had  been  caused 
by  the  introduction  of  lime  into  the  water,  and  not  by  a 
sewer  belonging  to  the  Local  Board,  as  asserted  by  the 
conservators.  The  head  watcher,  however,  informed 
the  Board  that  the  only  lime  in  the  river  was  some  near 
the  weir  that  had  got  in  during  repairs.  When  he 
found  the  poisoned  fish,  there  were  live  fish  below  the 
weir  ;  but  below  the  sewerage  pipe  the  fish  were  found 
dead,  and  he  thought  it  was  not  lime,  but  the  discharge 
from  the  sewer  that  had  caused  the  havoc.  The  watcher 
further  reported  that  a  number  of  fish  had  been  killed 
by  a  water-wheel  at  one  of  the  mills  on  the  Irt.  On 
several  occasions  he  had  taken  dead  fish  from  the  place 
— as  many  as  115  at  one  time.  Mr.  Webster  (clerk) 
stated  that  he  had  a  letter  from  the  owners,  who 
promised  that  the  place  should  receive  attention,  with 
a  view  of  preventing  a  recurrence  of  the  matter  com¬ 
plained  of.  It  was  also  stated  that  Messrs.  Ainsworth 
and  Turner  had  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Berrington 
in  reference  to  fish  passes  on  the  Ehen,  and  certain 
suggestions  had  been  made  in  a  letter  by  Mr.  Turner. 
As  the  latter  gentleman  could  not  be  present  that  day, 
the  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  further  con¬ 
sider  and  report  upon. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

From  an  angler’s  point  ’  of  view  the  rain  is  very  wel¬ 
come.  That  anglers  intend  being  abroad,  and  that  in 
large  numbers,  is  proved  by  the  demand  for  baits 
of  every  description,  and  the  strain  put  upon  the  tackle- 
makers  for  repairs.  By  the  time  these  notes  are  in 
print  hundreds  of  rods  will  be  scattered  far  and  wide, 
for  we  hear  of  expeditions  to  Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales, 
and  almost  every  part  of  England.  Manchester  anglers 
are  especially  favoured  in  the  amount  of  excursions 
running  almost  everywhere,  and  Bolton,  Oldham,  and 
many  other  places  a  little,  if  any,  less  fortunate  in  this 
respect.  From  Bolton  there  is  to  be  a  gigantic  turn-out 
of  anglers  to  decide  the  usual  Whitsuntide  contest  for 
numerous  and  valuable  prizes.  The  Stalybridge  Asso¬ 
ciation,  having  once  tasted  the  sweets  of  success,  are  not 
leaving  a  stone  unturned  to  ensure  future  progress.  Dur 
ing  the  last  few  days  they  have  had  a  promise  of  further 
stock  to  be  at  their  disposal  some  short  time  hence.  The 
watchers  on  one  length  of  the  Eibble  have  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  administer  a  rebuke  to  the  unprincipled  angler. 
These  enemies  of  true  sport  have  been  indulging  them¬ 
selves  by  slaughtering  the  young  salmon  left  in  the 
pools  reserved  so  that  some  little  sport  may  be  obtained 
during  the  present  drought ;  but  to  such  an  extent  has 
this  privilege  been  abused  that  the  sluices  have  been 
raised  and  the  water  and  fish  sent  on  their  journey  to 
the  sea.  Many  canny  ones  have  been  utilising  the 
present  time  when  waters  are  low  to  make  notes  of  the 
most  suitable  places  for  bottom  fishing.  Sand  banks 
can  be  seen  which  are  not  visilfie  at  other  times.  On 
the  14th  several  Manchester  men  visited  Whaley  Bridge 
Fishery,  an  extensive  water  lately  acquired.  It  was  our 
experience,  on  the  12th,  to  see  the  bottom  of  a  large 
reservoir  we  have  often  fished,  and  in  one  particular 
corner,  where  only  last  year  we  saw  three  trout,  weigh¬ 
ing  41b.,  landed,  beheld  stakes  ad  lib.,  and  however 
those  fish  were  secured  is  a  mystery.  Northwich  is  a 
resort  very  much  frequented  by  rods  from  this  county, 
and  in  past  years  the  local  association  have  strived 
to  protect  the  fishing  from  pollution,  and  now  they  are 
troubled  by  poachers  netting.  A  few  days  ago  the 
authorities  caught  some  miscreants  in  the  act,  but  in 
consideration — of  what  r— have  decided  to  forego  any 
prosecution.  The  acquisition  of  private  waters  by  our 
local  clubs  has  created  a  great  demand  for  stock.  Can 
it  be  that  the  temptation  to  take  another’s  fish  is 
too  strong  to  be  resisted  ?  We  fear  so  in  some  cases. 
The  Eadcliffe  men  have  already  got  to  work,  and 
succeeded  in  finding  winners  for  six  prizes.  We  pre¬ 
sume  in  some  local  water  this  contest  was  fished,  but 
the  report  sayeth  not.  ___ 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  rivers  everywhere  in  the  district  are  very 
low  and  clear,  consequently,  fishing  has  not  been 
very  grand.  Some  fair  fish  have  been  taken, 
but  not  many.  The  bream  and  perch  are  spawn¬ 
ing  on  the  Bure  pretty  generally,  but  those  of  the  Yare 
are  not  so  forward. 

A  gentleman,  angling  opposite  St.  Benet’s  Abbey,  on 
the  Bure,  on  Saturday,  took  two  perch,  one  21b.  12oz. 
and  one  21b.  6oz.,  at  one  time,  on  a  paternoster.  Besides 
these  he  had  some  very  fair  fish,  jlb.  to  IJlb.,  and  lots  of 
pike,  which  were  turned  in.  Mr.  Howes,  of  Norwich, 
took  2i  stone  of  bream,  of  from  21b.  to  31b.  each,  at 
Homing,  on  Monday,  and  another  gentleman,  Mr. 
Gray,  had  a  21b.  perch,  a  l^lb.  rudd,  and  two  stone  of 
bream. — A.  J.  Eudd. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Gentle  rain  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  in  the  valley 
of  the  Trent  was  cheerfully  hailed  by  all  classes  of  the 
community,  especially  by  the  fishermen.  In  so  far, 
however,  as  angling  on  the  Trent  is  concerned,  I  have 
really  nothing  to  chronicle.  On  Monday  morning,  at  our 
Nottingham  public  baths,  the  waters  of  the  river  were 
lower  than  they  had  been  since  the  Jubilee  year,  in 
which  the  register  stood  7  in.  below  the  takings  of 
Monday.  Between  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  waters, 
through  the  running  of  the  mills,  came  on  a  foot,  and 
the  temporary  flush  caused  quite  a  little  flutter  amongst 
coarse  fish  on  the  spawning  and  scouring  beds.  Mr.  T. 
Wood  has  again  visited  the  favourite  salmon  section 
below  King’s  Mills  weirs,  but  has  not  succeeded  in 
moving  a  fish.  Other  gentlemen  have  been  equally 
unfortunate,  and  the  spring  season  may  be  regarded 
as  over.  Only  five  fish  have  fallen  to  the  rod,  and 
the  whole  were  killed  in  the  section  of  the  Trent 
named.  The  bottom  weed  continues  to  spread,  and 
it  is  sure  to  hamper  the  operations  of  the  coarse 
fish  angler  when  the  legitimate  season  opens. 

Trout  fishing  on  the  tributaries  has  commanded  a  few 
votaries,  and  on  the  Dover  Beck,  below  Lowdham,  Mr. 
W.  Dupe  and  Mr.  S.  Pogson,  of  Nottingham,  have  each 
caught  sundry  choice  fish.  Fair  bags  have  also  been 
obtained  on  the  private  lengths  of  the  same  stream 
between  Lowdham  and  Oxton.  Moderate  sport  appears 
to  have  been  enjoyed  on  the  Greet,  on  which  the  fly 
only  is  allowed.  The  Greet  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  best 
stocked  rivers  in  the  county,  and  it  is  not  overfished. 

The  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society  have, 
through  its  committee,  voted  a  sum  of  ^£3  33.  towards 
the  working  expenses  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.  The 
work  of  the  board  is  not  sufficiently  appreciated  by 
anglers  ;  the  services  of  a  paid  bailiff  are  much  needed 
at  Nottingham  to  check  the  malpractices  so  often 
indulged  in.  Voluntary  effort  is  useless  where  the 
general  well  being  of  the  angling  community  is  con¬ 
cerned. 

Two  of  our  local  salmon  anglers,  Mr.  W.  Parr  and  Mr. 
W.  Holbrook,  have  been  getting  some  very  fine  fish  on 
the  Eiver  Dee,  above  Chester.  The  local  anglers  were 
greatly  surprised  at  the  ease  with  which  both  gentlemen 
could  cast  in  the  Nottingham  style  from  the  famous 
centre  reels  of  the  Slater  manufacture.  Good  old  David 
— a  wee  bit  more  of  that  useful  check  action. 

The  privilege  travelling  cards  to  club  anglers  are  still 
retained  by  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  despite  rumours  to  the  con¬ 
trary  spread  by  illiterate  men  connected  with  a  local 
body  here  known  as  the  Notts  Anglers’  Association. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Never  was  rain  more  welcomed  than  were  the  showers 
of  Tuesday  last.  The  long-continued  drought  was 
beginning  to  make  its  effects  severely  felt  by  all,  and 
anglers  were  not  alone  in  their  complaints.  The  water¬ 
courses  in  Derbyshire  were,  many  of  them,  almost  dry, 
while  the  larger  streams,  as  the  Derwent,  the  Wye,  and 
the  Lathkill  were  correspondingly  low.  The  dams  and 
reservoirs,  too,  were  falling  rapidly.  Tuesday’s  rain, 
however,  promises  to  be  productive  of  a  much  better 
state  of  things,  and  those  who  were  reluctant  to  go  out 
until  they  heard  of  something  being  done  by  others,  will 
not  have  the  long  spell  of  inactivity  they  were  promised. 
Of  the  Derbyshire  streams,  the  W ye  was  in  the  best  con¬ 
dition,  and,  with  the  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns,  the  Black 
Gnat,  and  the  Red  Spinner,  a  few  good  catches  resulted, 
although,  as  a  correspondent  rightly  remarks,  even 
these  lures  were  of  no  avail  without  patience.  Fishing 
in  Derbyshire  will  now  probably  look  up.  So  far,  what 
with  the  drought  and  the  small-pox  epidemic  in  the  Bake- 
well  district,  angling  matters  have  been  at  low  ebb,  the 
fear  of  contagion  having  deterred  many  from  revisiting 
old  haunts.  Happily,  it  is  being  stamped  out,  although 
up  to  now  there  has  been  very  little  encouragement  tor 
outsiders  to  enter  the  district.  Hotel  proprietors  have 
suffered,  and  at  one  time  it  seemed  as  though  the  com¬ 
ing  season  would  be  drawn  a  blank. 

Around  Sheffield  1  hear  of  very  little  being  done. 
The  Dam  Flask  is  maintaining  its  reputation,  while 
at  Redmires  and  Hollowmeado  ws  fish  are  being  taken. 
At  the  latter  water  Mr.  Stacey,  of  the  Pollution  Society, 
had  four  brace  of  nice  fish  last  Saturday.  The  Forge 
dam  at  Fulwood,  which  has  been  so  much  puffed  in 
another  quarter,  was  a  failure  last  Saturday.  A  pro¬ 
ficient  angler,  one  of  the  old  Sheffield  school,  fished  it 
from  five  in  the  morning  to  five  in  the  evening  without 
securing  a  fish,  or,  indeed,  even  seeing  one.  Two  other 
anglers  had  a  couple  of  hours  each  in  the  evening,  but 
failed  to  basket  anything.  One  might  well  ask  the  ques¬ 
tion,  where  are  the  fish  about  which  so  much  has  been 
said,  but  which  have  not  been  seen  during  the  last  fort¬ 
night  P  I  besin  to  doubt  that  there  are  any  in  the  dam 
worth  wasting  a  day  over.  It  must  have  been  aggravat¬ 
ing  to  walk  up  there  and  get  nothing,  and  then  come 
down  through  Endcliffe  Woods  and  see  scores  of  fine 
lusty  trout  swimming  near  the  surface  of  the  stream. 
One  angler  dropped  a  maggot  in  the  water.  Instantly 
there  was  a  rush  for  it,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes,  by 
repeating  the  operation,  he  had  around  him  a  dozen 
handsome  fish,  each  competing  with  the  other  for  the 
succulent  morsels  thrown  to  them.  And  at  Fulwood 
maggots  were  disdained,  supposing  there  were  anything 
to  disdain  them  1  It’s  a  great  pity  the  corporation  won’t 
allow  fishing  at  Endcliffe.  Under  proper  limitation  it 
would  be  a  great  boon  to  Sheffield  anglers,  and  1  am  sure 
the  privilege  would  never  be  abused. 

At  a  committee  meeting  of  the  Prevention  of  Pollu¬ 
tion  Society,  held  last  Thursday  week,  it  was  reported 
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Tea  Time.” 

By  CrOBDON  STABLES,  M.D.,  C.M.,  R.X. 

(The  Leadenhall  Press.) 

“  Who  cannot  enjoy  a  good  cup  of  tea, 

Without  taste  or  reason  I’m  certain  must  be.” 

■■JV"0TH1XG  is  more  easy  to  remember,  than  that  tea  was  flrst 
introduced  into  England  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  sixteen 
hundred  and  sixty  something,  Charles  the  Second's  head  being 
the  uneasy  one  that  then  wore  the  crowm ;  that  it  came  to  us  all 
the  way  irom  Canton  in  China;  that  it  was  grown  somewhere 
near  there  in  gardens  and  plantations,  superintended  by  strange 
effeminate-looking  Coolies  wearing  impossible  hats,  and  carrying 
packets  of  tea  as  large  as  ice  chests ;  that  the  beauty  of  those  tea 
gardens  was  exceedingly  great ;  that  the  skies  were  always  blue, 
the  birds  always  bright-winged  and  happy;  that,  from  grottoes 
and  groves,  glimpses  could  be  caught  of  sunny  seas,  where  boats 
lay  motionless,  and  where  lovely  islands  seemed  to  be  hung  in  the 
very  sky  itself;  and  that  in  those  groves  and  grottoes  there 
always  sat,  or  lounged,  ladies  of  fairy-Uke  beauty,  with  triangular 
eyes  and  boots  no  bigger  than  walnut  shells. 

Probably  a  great  deal  of  the  schoolboy’s  tea  lore,  or  that  even 
of  the  schoolmaster  himself,  is  gathered  as  much  from  china  cups 
or  plates  of  the  willow  pattern,  as  from  books  themselves  ;  and 
probably,  too,  the  one  source  of  imformation  is  about  as  authen¬ 
tically  instructive  as  the  other. 

But  when  a  boy  leaves  school,  for  university  or  college,  he 
learns,  if  botany  be  a  branch  of  hie  studies,  that  the  word  tea  is  a 
corruption  of  the  Chinese  Tsia.  or  Tcha.  Cha.  He  is  also  taught 
that  there  are  three  distinct  species  of  the  tea  plant,  all  belonging 
to  the  natural  family  Ternstromiacea;,  namely,  Thea  viridis.  or 
green  tea;  Theti  Pohea,  which  yields  the  black  tea;  and  Thea 
A.5ia«iCTi,Ms,  which  gives  us  the  teas  of  India,  including  Assam. 
At  most  examinations  he  would  run  a  risk  of  being  plucked,  if  he 
boldly  asserted  that  there  was  only  one  species  of  the  tea  plant. 
And  yet  he  would  be  as  nearly  right  as  possible,  for  the  differences 
which  the  supposed  trio  of  tea  plants  exhibit,  are  probably  due  to 
the  influences  of  climate,  soil,  and  cultivation. 

From  this  tea  plant,  the  Thea  sinensis,  we  obtain  our  supply  of 
teas,  and  several  species  of  tea  are  offered  to  us,  notably  Chinese. 
Indian,  and  Ceylon.  We  want  the  best  tea  we  can  get  for  our 
money.  That  is  certain. 

Getting  the  very  best  tea  is  a  matter  that  concerns  our  health, 
for  tea  has  become  to  us  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  we  drink 
It  morning  and  evening,  and  And  ourselves  refreshed  and  bene¬ 
fited  thereby.  It  smoothes  our  ruffled  nerves,  calms  excitement, 
and  gives  us  strength  to  battle  coolly  and  successfully  against  the 
worries  of  this  work-a-day  world. 

We  want  the  best  tea,  therefore,  that  we  can  get  for  our  money; 
the  best,  the  purest,  and  the  most  genuine.  Good  quality  is  a  sine 
qua  non.  It  is  by  this  we  will  judge  the  tea  more  than  by  its  price, 
its  appearance,  its  perfume,  the  respectability  of  the  firm  who 
vend  it,  or  the  country  it  comes  from. 

The  Dutch,  once  a  great  maritime  power,  were  perhaps  the 
flrst  to  bring  tea  to  our  country.  This  would  be  about  the  year 
1615  or  later.  But  it  was  known  to  the  English  East  India  Com¬ 
pany  some  thirty  or  forty  years  before  that.  However,  when 
first  brought  to  England  in  small  parcels,  it  was  readily  bought 
by  the  wealthy,  who  gave  from  five  to  ten  guineas  a  pound  for  it. 

We  find  it  recorded  that  the  East  India  Company  in  1604  pre¬ 
sented  His  Britannic  Majesty  with  two  pounds  of  tea.  It  is  to  be 
presumed,  by  the  way,  that  His  Majesty’s  cook  was  instructed  in 
the  right  way  of  making  this  beverage,  and  that  he  did  not  boil 
a  pound  of  tea,  strain  it,  and  serve  up  the  leaves  as  a  vegetable  1 
No,  he  could  not  have  done  this,  for  the  king  came  to  like  it,  and 
after  that  tea  began  to  get  fashionable ;  and  in  1667  we  find  the 
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I  Company  directing  their  agent  at  Bantam  to  send  home  one 
hundred  pounds  of  the  best  ho  could  procure. 

-As  early  as  1610  tea  began  to  find  its  way  htto  London  coffee¬ 
houses,  Garraway’s  leading.  Pepys,  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
writes  in  his  diary,  “I  called  for  a  cup  of  tea,  a  Chinese  drink 
which  I  had  never  before  tasted.”  This  was  in  September  1661, 
and  at  that  time  there  was  a  duty  of  eighteenpence  levied  by  Act 
of  Parliament  on  every  gallon  of  the  infusion.  But  in  1689  this 
was  repealed,  and  an  excise  duty  of  five  shillings  in  the  pound 
was  levied  on  the  tea  itself. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  there  is  really  no  adulteration 
practised  on  Indian  or  Ceylon  teas  abroad.  The  Chinese,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  elevated  the  art  almost  into  a  science.  They  are 
adepts  at  the  work— professionals — roost  skilled  and  learned 
manipulators. 

The  people  of  England  have  been  tea-drinkers  universally,  for 
considerably  over  two  hundred  years,  and  during  that  time  they 
certainly  have  not  degenerated  either  mentally  or  bodily.  Our 
women  are  still  the  fairest  of  the  fair,  our  men  still  as  brave  as 
brave  can  be  in  the  field ;  not  only  are  our  writers  and  artists 
still  as  clever,  and  our  statesmen  quite  as  able  as  in  the  good  old 
times,  but  genius  is  on  the  increase.  Our  tea-drinking  then  has' 
certainly  not  lowered  us  as  a  nation.  Our  march  is  steadily  on¬ 
ward,  and  “  Progress  ”  and  “  Enlightenment  ”  are  the  words 
inscribed  on  our  banners. 

Other  peoples  and  countries  are  left  far  behind  us  in  the  race. 
Notably  the  Chinese,  one  of  the  most  ancient  races  on  the  face  of 
the  earth — so  ancient  indeed  that  it  seems  to  be  in  its  dotage; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Japanese,  who,  by  the  way,  are 
quite  as  fond  of  tea  as  a  beverage  as  the  Chinese  are,  have  taken 
up  our  cry  of  “  Forward,  ’  and  are  fast  following  in  our  wake. 
One  thing  at  least  must  be  said  in  favour  of  tea-drinking,— it  is 
conducive  to  sobriety;  it  thus  indirectly  tends  to  increase  the 
health  of  the  nation. 

But  it  is  the  effects  of  the  habit  of  tea-drinking  on  the 
individual  which  we  have  at  present  to  consider. 

The  cup  of  delicate  tea  that  we  so  love  to  sip,  after  or  before  the 
bracing  refreshing  plunge  in  the  morning  tub  ;  the  cup  that 
banishes  from  our  brains  the  lingering  shadows  of  the  night  that 
has  fied,  and  in  which  we  drown  the  last  faint  remembrance  of 
our  dreams;  do  we  do  wrong  to  drink  it? 

All  experience  goes  to  prove  that  good  tea,  drunk  judiciously 
and  in  moderation,  is  positively  beneficial  to  the  health.  It  would 
serve  no  useful  purpose  to  enter  minutely  into  the  physiological 
effects  of  tea  on  the  system ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  they  depend 
chiefly  on  three  of  the  active  principles  or  constituents  of  the  leaf 
— (1)  the  volatile  oil ;  (2)  the  theine ;  and  (3)  the  tannin. 

A  cup  of  tea  at  early  mom.  Do  you  indulge  in  such  a  luxury, 
reader  ?  I  do.  And  my  servant  knows  how  to  make  it ;  knows 
the  exact  amount  of  the  herb  to  put  into  the  tiny  teapot  (the  herb 
itself  is  the  most  fragrant  and  best),  the  exact  amount  of  sugar, 
and  the  exact  proportion  of  sweetest  cream.  I  give  the  signal  for 
infusion  ere  I  get  into  my  cold  bath,  and  by  the  time  I  have  done 
and  enrobed  myself,  the  salver  stands  on  the  mat.  Just  the 
tiniest  milk  biscuit  is  all  that  is  needed  as  fitting  accompaniment, 
and  no  better  beginning  could  possibly  be  made  to  a  day.  There 
is  a  deal  of  virtue  in  a  cup  of  tea  at  early  mom. 

The  question  how  to  get  good  wholesome  tea  is  really  one  of 
paramount  importance  to  those  who  love  the  most  comforting  of 
all  luxuries,  and  have  a  due  regard  for  their  health.  What  is 
wanted  is  really  good,  well-blended,  and  well-flavoured  tea,  at 
what  considering  its  high  quality,  is  a  reasonable  price. 

There  is  as  much  difference  between  drinking  bad,  worthless,  or 
adulterated  tea,  and  drinking  the  genuine  unadulterated  article, 
as  there  is  between  bad  health  and  good. 

Bad  or  interior  tea,  as  every  housewife  or  mother  of  a  family 
knows,  gives  all  its  strength  to  the  flrst  water.  It  won't  stand 
the  addition  of  more  boiling  water;  the  second  cup  is  a  mere 


sham,  dish-water,  or  what  you  will.  The  reason  of  this  is  that 
the  leaf  quite  expands  as  soon  as  the  first  boiling  water  is  poured 
upon  it.  and  if  you  want  a  second  good  cup  you  have  to  add  more  tea. 

It  is  not  every  person  who  understands  how  to  make  a  cup  of 
tea  well.  It  is  very  easy,  however,  to  do  so  when  one  knows  how 
to  do  it. 

Having  been  fortunate  enough  to  secure  some  fine,  fragrant, 
unadulterated  tea.  we  must  see  that  it  is  kept  in  an  air-tight 
canister. 

Before  the  water  has  come  to  the  boil  the  teapot  should  be  well 
warmed,  and  the  tea  put  in.  It  may  then  stand  for  a  short  time 
on  the  hob,  until  the  water  boils,  when — 

The  tea  should  at  once  be  made.  We  heat  the  teapot  in  order  to 
conserve  all  the  caloric  in  the  boiling  water.  We  make  the  tea  as 
soon  as  the  water  comes  to  the  boil,  because  good  tea  can  only  be 
made  with  .fmAfe  boiling  water,  not  boiling  water  that  has  been 
boiled  before,  or  has  been  kept  boiling  too  long.  Boiled  water  is 
flat  because  it  is  non-aerated,  that  is  the  “why  and  the 
wherefore.” 

Servants  want  to  be  drilled  to  this,  or  their  heads  drllletl  anti 
the  truth  rammed  into  them!  A  worse  fault  than  even  this  is 
making  tea  with  water  that  has  gone  ojf  the  boil,  which  servants 
often  do. 

The  best  tea  is  spoiled  by  this  treatment.  Carbonate  of  sotla 
should  tiever  be  used  to  draw  the  tea. 

It  is  best  to  pour  on  all  the  water  that  is  wanted,  for  the  first 
cup  at  all  events,  at  once,  and  not  merely  “wet"  the  tea  as  it  is 
popularly  called. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  add  fresh  tea  to  that  which  has  already  been 
made  by  way  of  getting  stronger,  and  yet  we  constantly  hear  the 
remark  made;  “  Put  a  little  more  tea  in  the  pot.”  If  more  tea, 
or  stronger  tea,  is  wanted,  it  ought  to  be  made  in  another  teapot, 
and  a  spare  one  often  comes  in  handy. 

Bow  long  should  tea  drawl  From  five  to  seven  minutes, 
according  to  the  kind  of  tea  and  the  character  of  the  water. 

Invalids  and  people  with  delicate  stomachs  (and  everybody  else 
for  that  matter)  ought  to  be  most  careful  to  obtain  tea  of  superior 
excellence,  and  ought  to  attend  rigidly  to  the  plan  of  making  a 
cup  of  good  tea,  which  we  have  just  been  endeavouring  to 
explain. 

Sugar  and  milk,  or  cream,  are  merely  accessories,  and  may  be 
added  in  quantity  according  to  taste.  Some  people  like  tea 
without  either  milk  or  sugar.  Others  again  will  tell  you  that 
milk  in  tea  is  just  as  good  as  cream.  We  ourselves  prefer  cream 
for  this  reason ;  owing  to  its  oily  nature  it  retains  the  volatile 
oil,  which  would  otherwise  escape  in  the  steam.  The  sugar  ought 
to  be  the  best  white  lump,  and  the  cream,  creme  de  la  creme,  fresh 
and  pure  and  hardly  a  day  old. 

Douglas  Jerrold  says;  “Of  the  social  influence  of  tea,  in 
truth,  upon  the  masses  of  the  people  in  this  country,  it  is  not  very 
easy  to  say  too  much.  It  has  civilised  brutish  and  turbulent 
homes,  saved  the  drunkard  from  his  doom,  and  to  many  a 
mother,  who  would  else  indeed  have  been  most  wretched  and 
most  forlorn,  it  has  given  cheerful,  peaceful  thoughts  that  have 
sustained  her.  Its  work  among  us  in  England  and  elsewhere,  ay, 
throughout  the  civilised  world,  has  been  humanising,  good.  Its 
effect  has  been  upon  us  all  something  socially  healthful;  some¬ 
thing  that  is  peaceful,  gentle,  and  hearty.” 

Blessed  tea !  may  its  influence  ever  extend. 

The  Mazawattee  teas  are  pure,  delicate  in  flavour,  and  not 
adulteratetl.  I  have  tasted  and  tested  specimens  of  all. 

Good  teas  are  cheap  at  any  price.  The  Mazawattee  tea  at  two 
shillings  and  fourpence  per  lb.  is  ambrosial,  while  that  at  two 
shillings  and  tenpence  is  delicious,  refreshing,  and  of  pure 
quality ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  those  at  one  shilling  and 
tenpence  and  two  shillings.  The  Mazawattee  tea  at  four  shillings 
is  so  good  that  I  am  keeping  it  for  “  at  homes "  and  my  own 
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HENRY  MILWARD  &  SONS.  Limited, 

WASHFORD  MILLS,  REDDITCH. 

Xsondon:  8,  GRS  SHAlVi:  SrTRSST,  E.C, 

(AYholesale  only.) 


TRADE 


MARK. 


The  “  MODEL  ”  ROD  (Wyers’  Patent),  the  most  distinct  improvement  in  rod 
bniiding  ever  invented.  This  rod  combines  extraordinary  strength  with  minimum 
weight,  and  is  made  in  three  patterns — spinning,  bottom,  and  trolling. 

MILWARD’S  SUPERIOR  SPLIT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 
These  are  of  our  own  make,  and  we  have  made  a  new  departure,  which  enables  ns  to 
place  the  finest  goods  on  the  market  at  a  considerable  reduction  on  the  usual  prices 
of  English  made  rods. 

MILWARD’S  GREENHEART  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS,  built  on  th 
most  approved  principles,  and  of  tested  materials.  Best  value  in  the  trade. 


THE  "INDESTRUCTIBLE”  PHANTOM  MINNOW  (IJS!) 

With  patent  swivel  head  and  spring  loop  for  attaching  new  hooks  to  replace 

breakages. 


This  patent  wire  attachment  can  also  be  fitted  to  the  ordinary  silk  phantoms,  and 
if  required,  ■\vith  only  the  swivel  head.  '  ’ 

SAiyiPlL.E:S  ANX>  PRICES  OR  APPEICATIOR. 

We  have  now  introduced  two  pike  sizes  in  this  patent  minnow,  which  are  mounted 
with  our  improved  extra  strong  treble  hooks . 
SPECIAJjlTIES. — Hooks,  Square  Plait  Waterproofed  Silk  Line,  Gut  Casting 
Lines,  Greenheart,  Hickory,  and  Split  Cane,  Fly,  Bait  and  Spinning  Rods,  &o. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  (Trade  only)  on  application. 


Wm.  BARTLEET  &  SONS, 

ABBEY  MILLS,  BELLITCH, 

MANUFACTURERS  OP 

“  TESTED  ”  FISH  HOOKS  AND  FISHING  TACKLE, 

PATENT  “  SEEPENTANIC  ”  BAIT. 

BACK  VIEW,  CURVED. 


/ 

li  inches  to  4|^  inches.  \ 

In  Nickel  or  Gilt. 

PATENT  RICHMOND  SPINNER  (Geen’s  Patent). 
PATENT  “ARCHER”  SPINNER. 

PATENT  PHOSPHOR  BRONZE  COLLAPSING  RINGS. 
“ARCHER”  IMPROVED  WATERPROOF  SILK  LINES. 
“ARCHER”  GUT  CASTS  AND  HOOKS  TO  GUT. 

PENNELL’S  TURN-DOWN  EYED  HOOKS. 
MALLESON  CELEBRATED  SPLIT  CANE  RODS. 
WYER’S  PATENT  FISHING  RODS. 


A  REEL  FOR  THE  MILLION." 

Light  and  Strong. 

“  ARCHER  ”  PATENT  REEL, 

Invaluable  for  bottom  fishing. 

Can  IjKj  used  fitted  to  any  Rod,  whether 
Winch-fitted  or  not. 


W.  B.  &  Sons’ 
goods  can 
he  obtained 
Retail 
through 
any 

Fishing 
Tackle  Dealer. 


London  House:  53,  GRESHAM  STREET,  E.C. 
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that  the  deputy  town  clerk  had  informed  a  deputation 
that  the  corporation  would  do  anything  they  could  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  society.  He  further  stated 
that  the  society  could  assist  the  corporation  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  Housing  of  the  Poor  Association,  only 
with  this  difference,  that  the  former  would  concern 
itself  with  nuisances  in  the  rivers,  whereas  the  latter 
dealt  with  nuisances  on  land.  With  so  much  encourage¬ 
ment,  it  will  he  marvellous  if  something  is  not  speedily 
done.  I  hope  to  be  able^soon  to  announce  a  prosecu¬ 
tion  or  two.  _ 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fiihing  Gazette. 

W^ith  the  advent  of  the  new  moon  on  the  morning  of 
the  1.5th  came  the  long  looked  for  rain  gladdening  the 
heart  of  the  angler.  Surely  such  a  drought  as  we  have 
experienced  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  known  at  this 
period  of  the  year. 

Spring  run  salmon  have  been  few  and  far  between, 
but  many  autumn  fish  are  still  in  the  river  awaiting  a 
rise  to  carry  them  down  to  the  sea.  Trout  are  not 
numerous,  and  anglers  will  have  to  compensate  them¬ 
selves  for  the  lack  of  sport  in  this  respect  by  making  up 
their  baskets  with  chub,  roach,  or  dace,  which  are 
plentiful  on  every  hand. 

We  understand  that  the  Severn  Board  of  Conserva¬ 
tors  have  already  appointed  the  bailiff  recommended  to 
them  by  their  Shropshire  Committee.  The  successful 
candidate  is  a  resident  in  Shrewsbury,  and  is  regarded 
by  the  Conservators  as  being  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place.  One  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  that  he  will 
have  abundant  opportunity  for  hard  work  and  successful 
service. 

The  executive  of  the  Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Asso¬ 
ciation  have,  it  is  stated,  expressed  their  willingness  to 
recognise  the  membership  cards  of  the  Shrewsbury 
Society,  and  to  allow  anglers  affiliated  with  the  latter 
body  to  fish  without  restraint  or  fee  in  the  waters  over 
which  they  have  recently  claimed  jurisdiction.  This 
proposal  will  be  considered  and,  we  have  no  doubt, 
accepted,  as  the  Shrewsbury  Society  have  practically 
assured  themselves  of  the  hona  fide  desire  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  to  benefit  the  fishing  of  the  river  generally.  We 
are  ever  jealous  of  the  rights  of  the  public,  but 
are  bound  to  confess  that,  so  long  as  the  riparian 
owners  forming  the  new  body  carry  on  their  work  in 
the  liberal  spirit  manifested  up  to  the  present,  none 
but  good  to  the  angling  interests  can  result  therefrom. 
We  must  express  the  opinion,  however,  that  the  5s.  duty 
which  they  have  decided  upon  levying  from  all  anglers 
fishing  with  the  fly  for  game  fish  appears  somewhat 
heavy  for  the  first  year  or  two,  as  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  by  the  association  that  it  will  be  some  time  ere 
their  work,  no  matter  how  zealously  carried  out,  will 
have  an  appreciable  effect  in  bettering  sport.  Moreover, 
there  are  many  anglers  to  whom  this  5s.  fee  will  be  a 
serious  item,  and  for  our  own  part  we  should  like  to  see 
it  considerably  reduced  in  the  case  of  the  genuine 
working-man  angler.  It  is  fully  understood  that  the 
latter  will  be  allowed  to  take  coarse  fish  with  bottom 
tackle  without  payment  of  the  Ss.  fee,  but  it  should  be 
remembered  that  there  are  many  hundreds  of  artisans 
who  delight  in  the  more  delicate  art  of  fly-fishing, 
and  on  their  behalf  we  would  suggest  to  the 
Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Association  the  desirability 
of  making  some  concession.  For  instance,  the  members 
of  angling  societies,  such  as  the  popular  institution  at 
Ironbridge,  might  be  granted  tickets  at  half  the  fee 
charged  to  those  anglers  who  are  not  affiliated  with  any 
such  body.  This,  while  strengthening  the  hands  of  the 
Association  itself,  would  prove  an  inducement  to  anglers 
to  join  local  societies,  thus  uniting  anglers  of  all  grades 
in  one  common  bond  of  sympathy  and  concord. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  have  had  a  glorious  downpour  of  rain,  and  I  trust 
we  shall  have  still  more,  so  that  the  thirsty  earth  may 
be  satisfied  and  the  streams  cleared  of  their  stale  water 
and  the  sport  we  love  so  well  improved. 

In  the  Severn,  during  the  past  week,  sport  has  been, 
comparatively  speaking,  at  a  standstill.  Some  few  trout 
have  been  taken  under  the  weirs,  and,  in  contravention 
of  the  law,  several  fellows  have  been  taking  a  lot  of 
chub  with  the  Vamprey.  I  am  glad  to  find  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  have  appointed  an  active  water  bailiff 
for  this  district,  who  himself  is  an  experienced  angler, 
and  I  hope  he  will  soon  bring  these  fellows  to  book, 
and  that  the  close  season  will  be  properly  observed. 

On  the  Teme  anglers  have  had  fair  sport— among  the 
game  fish  and  among  the  coarse  fish— with  maggot  and 
fly— of  the  latter.  Bed  Tag,  Red  Spinner,  Hare’s  Ear, 
Orl  Fly,  Cowdung,  and  Yellow  Dun  have  been  used 
with  success,  and  some  very  heavy  baskets  of  chub 
have  been  taken  with  fly  and  Vamprey.  Unfortunately, 
the  close  time  for  coarse  fish  is  not  observed  on  the 
Teme,  so  that  certain  anglers,  with  easy  consciences, 
make  this  river  their  happy  hunting-ground  all  the  year 
round,  and  when  the  fish,  as  they  are  now,  are  full  of 
spawn,  they  boast  of  having  taken  a  “creel-full”  yet 
grumble  that  sport  in  the  river  gets  worse  every  year. 
Shame  on  such  anglers  !  ____ 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Despite  the  long  continued  drought  and,  consequently, 
scarcity  of  water  in  the  Codbeck  at  Thirsk,  some  fairly 
decent  catches  of  trout  have  been  made.  This  has  been 
more  especially  so  between  Thirsk  and  South  Kilvington, 
and  in  the  generality  of  cases  the  maggot  has  been  used. 


Mr.  Thomas  Braithwaito  and  Mr.  Lee  appear  to  have 
done  best,  the  latter  using  the  brambling.  But  little 
fishing  has  been  had  south  of  the  town,  and  little  can  be 
expected  until  a  “small  deluge”  comes.  One  thing, 
however,  is  cheering,  and  that  is  that  the  Codbeck  is 
reported  to  be  well  stocked  with  trout. 

Coming  to  the  Swale,  I  regret  to  hear  that,  despite 
the  vigilance  of  the  police  authorities,  several  tribu¬ 
taries  of  the  river  in  the  Richmond  district  continue  to 
be  poisoned.  Others  have  been  completely  dried  up  by 
the  drought,  while  the  Swale  itself  has  run  down  very 
low.  A  lucky  gentleman  named  Mr.  Harrison,  is  said 
by  a  correspondent,  who  evidently  knows  the  gentle¬ 
man,  to  have  “  eclipsed  all  known  records  this  season, 
for  in  a  blustery  day  he  caught  fifty-five  trout,  weighing 
9|lb.  Not  bad  considering  all  things.  The  flies  used 
were  Snipe  and  Crimson,  Woodcock  and  Orange,  Snipe 
and  Purple,  and  Partridge  and  Purple.  He  was  fishing 
up-stream  between  the  New-road  and  Downholtne 
Bridge.  Amongst  other  gentlemen  who  have  tried  their 
luck,  and  with  good  success,  are  Mr.  Spencer,  jun.,  Mr. 
Charles  Musgrave.  Mr.  Medcalfe,  Mr.  Jatnes  Grove,  and 
Mr.  James  Doherty.  These  are  all  “  experienced  hands,” 
which  accounts  for  the  excellent  results  of  their  sport. 

The  Ouse,  which  was  off  all  last  week,  is  now 
practically  at  its  usual  summer  level,  or  as  near  as  that 
degree  can  at  present  be  attained.  On  Saturday  a  few 
bottom  fishermen  tried  their  luck,  but  their  success 
was  only  moderate.  The  state  of  things  on  the  Yore 
and  Wharfe  is  much  the  same,  and  until  rain  comes 
nothing  can  be  done.  A  shower  or  two  fell  in  York  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  I  understand  a  thunder¬ 
storm  broke  over  the  West  Riding  the  former  day  :  but 
a  few  hours’  wet  is  practically  of  no  use,  it  should  be 
days,  rather,  before  the  rivers  can  be  supplied  with  a 
good  fresh. 

Those  “  gentlemen  ”  who  appear  to  take  a  delight  m 
surreptitiously  fishing  for  trout  on  the  Yorkshire 
streams  had  better  be  on  the  alert,  as  the  consequences 
may  be  unpleasant.  Now  that  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  have  commenced  to  stock  the  streams  in  return 
’or  the  money  paid  by  anglers  in  the  form  of  trout 
icences,  they  will  be  additionally  stringent  in  the 
)revention  of  non-ticket-holders  from  taking  such  fish. 
Two  men  were  prosecuted  at  the  Richmond  Police  Court 
m  Saturday  by  the  board  for  fishing  in  the  Swale  at 
ield,  and  neglecting  to  take  out  a  licence.  The  ma,gis- 
irates  imposed  the  nominal  fine  of  Is.,  but  it  is  hoped 
Rat  the  case  will  prove  a  warning. 

Every  member  of  the  Fulford  Friendly  Angling 
society,  as  well  as  the  majority  of  fishermen  in  York, 
vere  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
lames  Alexander  Green,  which  took  place  rather 
suddenly  last  week.  Mr.  Green  belonged  to  the  Fulford 
Jlub,  and  spent  many  a  pleasant  hour  with  his  brother 
dshermen  by  the  banks  of  the  Ouse.  Although  he  had 
only  experienced  delicate  health  of  late,  his  death  was 
generally  unexpected.  _ _ 

FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN.— Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  bright 
ness,  the  attendance  of  anglers  continues  good  all  round, 
but  especially  so  on  the  Shannon,  and  also  on  the  Vfest- 
meath  Lakes,  where  the  Green  Drake  has  been  fairly 
well  up  for  the  past  few  days  ;  indeed  its  appearance 
this  season  has  been  unusually  early,  due  no  doubt  to 
the  beautiful  summer  weather ;  and  even  on  the  1st  inst. 
many  were  seen  on  the  north  end  of  Lough  Ennell,  or 
Belvidere,  when  a  large  number  of  boats  turned  out  for 
fishing.  However,  the  very  latest  news  from  these 
waters  is  that  the  fly  is  now  “  well  up,”  so  that  is  the 
signal  for  the  fray  ;  at  least  it  has  always  been  found  so 
in  previous  seasons,  when  a  rush  is  generally  made  on 
receipt  of  the  news— but,  don’t  all  come  at  once  !  for  I 
have  it  from  the  seat  of  war  that  fishing  has  beente 
from  satisfactory,  and  how  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  A 
good  many  anglers  were  out  last  week,  and  the  general 
consensus  of  opinion  was  that,  although  the  flies  were 
plentiful  the  trout  were  by  no  means  in  a  taking 
humour,”  and  the  “  rise  ”  on  Saturday  and  in  the  begm- 
ing  of  the  week  has  been  poor.  Fishing  in  Carrick  Bay 
was  it  is  stated,  rather  good  on  the  7th  inst.,  when  of 
three  boats  one  got  twenty-four  trout,  another  nineteen, 
and  the  third  ten;  these  were  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd 
prizGS  tho  rest  wer8  “  all  blanks.”  Rain,  and  plenty  of 
it  is  all  that  is  required,  and  if  that  great  Yankee  man 
would  only  condescend  to  pay  us  a  visit  and  operate  his 
powers.  Oh  !  what  a  blessing  he  would  confer  on  the 

farmer  and  the  angler.  -  ,  , 

Regarding  the  statement  of  the  unprecedented  early 
appearance  of  the  Green  Drake  on  the  Mullingar  lakes, 
Mr  Wm.  L.  Ratcliffe,  of  Inchicore,  Dublin,  states  he 
observed  the  Corbait-fly  here  as  early  as  April  19,  which 
was  also  wonderfully  early.  There  are  now  a  good 
number  of  flies  up  on  the  co.  Dublin  rivers,  but  the 
reports  from  the  various  clubs  are  “  sport  poor  ;  takes 

small.  ,  ,  ,  , 

Woodenbridge  (co.  Wicklow),  however,  gives  some 
slight  encouragement,  and  nice  fishing  last  week  and 
this  has  been  the  rule,  and  would  be  a  lot  better  but  the 
water  is  very  low  all  along  the  Aughrim.  Mr.  Crosbie, 
Mr.  W.  Byrne,  and  Mr.  Jameson  came  specially  trom 
Dublin" for  the  fishing,  and  had  fair  baskets;  Col. 
Bayley’s  two  sons  were  out  every  day,  and  had  fwm  one 
to  two  dozen  brown  trout  each,  whilst  Major  Walsh  s 
two  sons  did  much  better  than  others  ;  Capt.  Dobson 
(London)  was  ont  with  Mr.  George  Hunter  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  and  did  well  considering  the  lowness  of  the 
river ;  Capt.  Boyd  and  several  others  have  arrived  tor 
the  fishing.  Anglers  desirous  of  fishing  from  the 
Aughrim  end  would  do  well  to  consult  Mr.  Joseph 


Duffy  .the  obliging  station-master  there,  who  is  a  “  weU- 

up  ”  fisher,  and  can  give  a  few  good  hints  abou.  the 
locality.  'The  river  is  adjacent  to  the  station,  but  1 
would  recommend  anglers  to  wait  until  tnere  is  a  good 
fall  of  rain  before  they  visit  the  Aughrim. 

Sea  angling  around  Dublin  Bay  has  become  a  positive 
rage  this  season — the  evenings  being  so  charmingly 
fine,  coaxed  numbers  to  ply  lines  from  boats,  which  stud 
the  Bay  on  all  sides.  Howth  has  a  cln’o  of  sea  angler^ 
containing  many  Dubliners,  who  are  greatly  encouraged 
by  Mr.  Costello,  proprietor  of  the  splendid  hotel  at 
Howth.  Then  at  Kingstown,  inside  and  outside  the 
Harbour— as  also  at  Dalkey,  Bray,  Malahide,  &c.— 
numbers  of  boats  are  successful  in  capturing  fine  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  deep  ;  but  probably  the  quietest  and  mi^t 
beautiful  resort  for  the  sea  angler  is  Greystones,_  the 
next  station  pa’t  Bray.  Here  an  influential  club  exists, 
of  which  Mr.  W.  F.  Hewison,  B.L.,  is  the  guiding 
spirit — and  I  have  seen  some  splendid  fish  that  were 
hooked  there.  Club  members  (ladies  and  gentlemen) 
are  out  every  evening,  whilst  strangers  have  no  difficulty 
in  getting  boats  at  moderate  charges.  .  .  u 

Salmon  angling  on  the  Slaney  is  much  impeded  by 
the  present  bright  weather,  and  netting  on  the  Barrow 
has  been  successful  this  season.  Talk  about  the  pearl 
fisheries  of  Ceylon,  why  we  have  an  industry  in  no  less 
a  town  that  Enniscorthy,  the  place  where  McCarthy 
tuk  the  flure.”  Just  now  the  pearl  fishing  is  in  full 
swing  on  the  Slaney.  The  modus  operandi  of  the  fisher 
is  remarkably  simple  ;  he  merely  walks  into  the  stream 
and,  baring  his  arm,  picks  the  shells  from  the  bottom 
fills  his  bag,  and  then  comes  out,  sits  on  the  bank,  and 
just  picks  the  pearls  out  (if  there  are  any).  A  correspon¬ 
dent  informs  me  he  can  vouch  for  the  Enniscorthy  pearl- 
fisher’s  superiority  over  his  Ceylon  brother  as  regards 
theological  ejaculations  when  he  finds  the  shells  are 
“wrong  ’uns.”  An  interview  with  the  vendors,  how¬ 
ever,  informs  us  that  the  industry  is  hardly  worth 
fostering,  as  the  pearls  are  scarce  and  j  the  dealers  are 
mostly  rogues,”  so  we  are  warned  against  a  probable 
rush  to  the  “diggings,”  or  perhaps  I  should  say  the 

L^ter.— Rain  at  last  began  to  fall  in  this  and  the 
South-Eastern  districts  on  Tuesday  night,  and  lasted 
incessantly  and  heavily  until  this  (Wednesday)  after¬ 
noon.  Everything  is  looking  beautifully  fresh.  .Notes 
received  by  me  this  morning  from  the  fishing  districts 
in  these  parts  say  the  rivers  are  looking  lovely  after 
last  night’s  rain,  and  if  it  continues  for  a  day  or  so  they 
will  be  in  fine  trim  for  angling  by  the  end  of  the  week. 

KERRY.- On  Waterville  lake  .sport  has  improv^a 
good  deal,  and  several  local  professionals  have  had 
fair  sport  among  salmon  and  sea  trout. 

White  trout  are  now  coming  up  in  large  numbers,  240 
fine  trout  of  this  description  were  had  at  the  weir  on 
Friday  last.  Salmon,  however,  are  ascending  in  very 

limited  numbers.  . 

Salmon  seine  boats  have  done  well  since  the  opening 

of  their  season  on  May  1.  .  , 

At  the  mouth  of  Waterville  river  twenty-seven 
salmon  were  had  on  the  opening  day,  and  seven  on 

'^"salmon^seine  fishing  has  been  practically  suspended 
since,  owing  to  a  rough  sea  beating  heavily  about  the 
river  mouth. 

Coppal  lake,  in  the  Watermlle  district,  has  given 
good  sport  during  the  past  week,  but  only  bank  anglera 
have  been  out.  White  trout  have  come  up  into  this 
water,  but  they  rarely  rise  to  the  fly  before  July 

Cummeravanig  lake  has  been  fished  pretty  heavily 
during  the  past  week.  Sport,  however,  has  been  below 
the  average.  A  brown  trout  of  41b.  was  had  here  on 
the  7th  inst.  by  Mr.  P.  Sullivan,  who  used  worm.  Heavy 
trout  can  be  had  here  from  the  banks  by  worm  fishing, 
but  it  is  slow  work,  and  the  chances  of  heavy  trout  are 
few  and  far  between.  ,  ,  ,  ,  nit 

Since  last  notes  the  weather  has  been  leas  sultry,  but 
harsh  winds  have  still  further  reduced  the  waters 
throughout  the  country,  and  angling  has  been  practica.lly 
suspended  on  many  of  the  rivers.  On  the  lakes,  which 
are  so  numerous  in  Kerry,  matters  have  not  been  so  bad, 
though  sport  has  been  far  below  the  average. 

On  Waterville  Lake  a  few  salmon  have  been  got,  and 
the  brown  trout  angling  has  been  good  in  the  evenings. 
White  trout  have  arrived  in  large  numbers.  VVitn  a 
change  to  rain  good  sport  is  anticipated. 

On  Waterville  River  trout  anglers  have  done  well, 
especially  those  who  have  been  out  in  the  eyly  morning. 
White  trout  continue  to  come  in  large  shoals.  150  were 
had  during  the  weekly  season  at  the  weir,  and  180  during 
the  corresponding  season  last  week.  -  j  i. 

Grilse  are  late  this  year,  and  none  have  arrived  up  to 
time  of  writing.  Salmon  are  coming  up  slowly,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  low  water,  but  they  are  reported  numerous 
in  the  tidal  waters,  and  will  probably  fush  up  with  the 

^^AVKfllarney  sport  has  improved  among  salmon,  and 
brown  trout  angling  has  been  very  good. 

Very  little  appears  to  be  doing  in  the  North  Kerry 
rivers,  and  reports  to  hand  from  other  rivers  m  Kerry 
show  that  sport  has  been  nil  on  some. 

White  trout  are  very  numerous  in  the  Inny  River  but 
they  will  scarcely  rise  at  even  the  most  favourite  Aie?- 
Salmon  continue  numerous  in  the  tidal  portion  of  this 
water,  but  they  rarely  ascend  further  up  before  June. 

On  Coppal  Lake  sport  has  been  good  among  both 
bank  and  boat  anglers  at  brown  trout,  but  no  white 
trout  have  yet  been  taken.  The  latter  are  scarce,  how¬ 
ever,  as  yet  on  this  water. 

On  Lough  Cummeravanig  brown  trout  anglers  nave 
done  well,  and  several  baskets  of  three  and  four  dozen 
were  had  last  week. 
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Drenane  Lake  also  has  yielded  nice  baskets  of  front 

out  no  heavy  ones  were  taken.  ’ 

On  Derriana  Lake  Mr.  G.  B.  Butler,  E.M.,  had  a  nice 
dish  of  brown  trout  the  other  day,  several  of  which 
weighed  lib.  No  white  trout  can  come  up  into  this 
lake  at  present,  and  no  anglers  have  been  out  up  to  the 
present,  as  far  as  I  can  hear,  on  the  celebrated 
Waterville  lake.  It  is  as  white  trout  waters  after  the 
middle  of  June  that  they  are  chiefly  noted,  and,  being 
private  and  strictly  preserved,  always  yield  good 
baskets  to  pnvilepred  anglers. 

A  rather  novel  fishing  case  was  tried  at  the  Listowel 
Petty  Sessions  last  week.  Mr.  J.  B.  Alton,  secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Fishery  Conservators,  charged  Maurice 
Fitzmaunce  with  illegally  fishing  on  the  River  Feale, 
at  bcontlea,  on  May  1st.  Fitzmaurice  was  further 
charged  with  obstructing  and  resisting  the  water 
•iu  •  ?•  Keane,  of  Listowel,  was  also  charged 

with  obstruction. _  Mr.  Creagh  appeared  for  the  prose- 
cutor,  and  Mr.  Keane  was  defended  by  Mr.  Moran 
John  Sheehan,  water  bailiff,  deposed  that  he  found 
hitzmaurice  fishing  with  a  rod  and  line,  mounted  with  a 
salmon  fly,  and  on  asking  Fitzmaurice  to  show  the  fly 
the  latter  refused  and  resisted  his  (Sheehan’s)  efforts 
to  get  it.  Mr.  Keane  joined  Sheehan  in  resisting, 
hor  the  defence,  Daniel  Quill,  a  fisherman,  stated 
that  on  the  day  mentioned  he  accompanied  Mr.  Keane 
who  was  a  new  hand  at  fishing.  After  some  time,  Fitz¬ 
maurice  came  up,  and  Mr.  Keane  gave  his  rod  to  him 
2,.  ’  thinking  there  was  no  harm  in  doing  so 
While  Fitzmaurice  had  the  rod  the  bailiff  arrived  on  the 
scene.  Mr.  Keane  told  the  bailiff  that  the  rod  was  his 
and  that  he  was  duly  licensed  for  it.  The  licence  was 
produced  by  Mr.  Keane,  but  the  bailiff  refused  to  look 
uJu  After  some  argument  on 

both  sides,  Fitzmaurice  was  fined  in  the  minimum 
penalty  of  £2  and  coats  for  illegal  fishing,  and  10s.  for 
obstrnrtion.  Mr,  Keane  was  also  fined  lOs.  for  obstruc- 
tion.  those  two  last  fines  were  also  minimum  penalties. 

Ihe  seafishing  has  been  very  good  since  last  notes, 
especial  y  at  Fenit  and  Dingle.  At  the  former  station 
the  mackerel  fishery  continues  most  successful  Hand- 
liners  did  very  well  last  week  at  Waterville  among 
pollock  and  whiting,  and  the  lobster  fishery  near  this 
station  has  been  much  better.  Local  yawls  have  not 
been  very  successful  at  mackerel  lately. 

Irish  Fisheries  Inspectors  as  to  the 
ijuantities  of  mackerel  taken  at  the  different  stations 
sbows  a  satisfactory  if  not  a  remarkable  increase  for  the 
wf+b  Kenit,  in  Kerry,  holds  pride  of  place 

with  13,242  boxes,  of  the  total  weight  of  26,484  cwt.. 
which  realised  ^£14,224.  Ventry,  also  in  Kerry,  takes 
second  place,  though  far  behind,  with  6682  boxes 
weighing  13,364  cwt.,  value  ^6871.  ’ 


l.eports  from  Clu&s 


UI.STER.  —  It  IS  noticed  that  perch  are  taking 
unusually  early  this  season— at  least,  in  the  lakes  of 
Jl-ast  lyrone.  As  trout  fishing,  except  in  the  evenings 
or  early  mornings,  is  not  of  much  account,  many 
anglers  are  turning  to  the  lakes  for  pike  spinning 
A,  perhaps,  curious  incident  occurred  on  Tullogh 

^  looked  a  pike 

about  61b.,  which  after  some  play  escaped,  taking 
with  It  a  portion  of  the  line.  The  next  day  the  pike  was 
round  dead  on  a  shallow  with  the  remnant  of  the  line 
twisted  round  some  weeds.  The  hook  -a  treble  one— 
firmly  lodged  in  the  gullet  of  the  fish. 

The  May-fly  is  “  on  ”  several  Tyrone  rivers.  Writing 
me  from  the  Blackwater,  a  valued  correspondent  saysl 
■  I'fi®  Yellow  May-fly  is  on  in  numbers  late 

in  the  evening,  and  these  are  what  the  fish  are  princi¬ 
pally  feeding  on  I  cannot  get  the  correct  artificial 
pattern  of  this  fly,  but  I  see  a  long  list  of  dressing  in 
this  week  s  Ftshing  Gazette,  of  what  I  presume  is  meant 
lor  It.  1  know  that  when  the  trout  are  feeding  on  this 
ny  it  IS  hard  to  tempt  them  with  any  other,  and  yet  very 
little  attention  has  been,  it  seems,  paid  to  it  by  anglers 
at  least,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  although  it  is 
on  during  the  whole  summer  :  in  fact  I  have  never 
seen  a  correct  pattern  in  any  angler’s  fly  book  that  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  ;  however,  I  think  I  can  get 
information  in  the  Fishing 

Without  design  the  above  contains  a  decided  compli- 
wTX  Gazette,  the  angling  paper  in  the 

Black  North.  I  may  add  that  the  correspondent  re- 
terred  to  is  among  the  crack  anglers  on  the  Blackwater 
the  lyrone  Avonmore  of  Spencer. 

Last  Tuesday  a  huge  halibut  was  captured  off  the 
Duiseverick  coast.  North  Antrim.  Two  fishers,  James 
AlclVluHan  and  Samuel  Brewster,  were  lining  for  flat 
fish,  when  the  halibut  rose  near  the  boat,  after  a  small 
hsh.  One  of  the  fishers  struck  a  gaff  into  the  halibut, 
and  after  some  trouble  it  was  secured.  It  weighed 4cwt. 

Formation  of  an  Angling  Association  at  New- 
town,  St.  BoswELLS.-At  a  meeting  of  anglers,  held 
at  Newtown,  St.  Boswells,  on  Saturday,  to  consider  a 
report  of  the  preliminary  committee,  this  society  was 
JO.  iially  constituted,  and  a  code  of  rules  adopted. 


HoUoways  ^,itnu,U  and  Pill,.-iSare  Eelief.-The  weak  and 
enervated  suffer  severely  from  nervous  affections  when  storms 
or  electric  disturbances  agitate  the  atmosphere.  Neuralgia 
gouty  pangs,  and  flying  pains,  very  distressing  to  a  delicate 
1' removed  by  rubbing  this  Ointment  upon 
aft«r  11  has  been  fomented  with  warm  water 
Ihe  I  ills  taken  occasionally  in  the  doses  prescribed  by  the 
instructions  keep  the  digestion  in  order,  excite  a  free  flow  of 
healthy  bile,  and  regenerate  the  impoverished  blood  with  richer 
materials,  resulting  from  thoroughly  assimilated  food,  wanting 
‘°e'’“hblysoon  sink  into  feebleness, 
and  the  delicate  flnd  it  difficult  to  maintain  existence.  Holloway's 
Om'ment  and  Pills  are  infallible  remedies.  i^oiioway  s 


Aafflers’  Association. — In  the  absence  of  the 
president  and  vice-president  through  ill  health,  Mr. 
Field  was  elected  to  the  chair.  The  secretary  read  the 
minutes  of  the  Annual  General  Meeting,  held  on  the 
17th  inst.,  which  were  duly  confirmed.  He  next  read 
those  of  the  General  Committee  and  the  Renting  and 
Preservation  Committee.  Mr.  Manning  reported  that 
another  large  consignment  of  rudd  had  been  kindly 
given  the  association  by  Mr.  Marston,  who  had  also 
paid  all  the  expenses  connected  with  their  transporta¬ 
tion  to  the  Rye  House  Fishery  last  Saturday.  Mr. 
Manning  also  stated  that  after  due  consideration,  the 
committee  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not 
desirable  to  raise  the  sizes  of  takable  fish  in  our  private 
waters,  he  therefore  hoped  the  delegates  would  oppose 
Mr.  Harward’s  motion.  In  reply  to  a  question  regarding 
the  recent  netting  of  one  of  the  East  London  Water 
Works  Reservoirs,  Mr.  Manning  stated  that  about 
Sowt.  of  good  fish  had  been  taken  and  safely  deposited  in 
the  Lea,  the  largest  jack  ran  to  about  71b.  or  81b.  They 
had  used  a  net  70  yards  long  and  7  feet  deep,  but  as  the 
water  netted  was  somewhat  deeper,  no  doubt  many  good 
fish  escaped.  He  also  suggested  the  desirability  of  the 
society  purchasing  a  net,  and  that  the  Renting  and 
Preservation  Committee  should  take  this  matter  in 
hand,  and  report  to  the  delegates  at  a  subsequent  meet¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Harward’s  motion  was  then  considered  by  the 
delegates.  After  the  meeting  had  been  informed  by  the 
secretary  that  no  one  could  now  vote,  according  to  the 
amended  rules,  unless  he  held  a  special  delegates’  ticket, 
the  vote  was  taken  by  show  of  hands  and  declared  to  be 
lost.  The  visiting  officers  gave  in  their  report  as  follows  ; 
Mr.  Armstrong  had  attended  the  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
where  fourteen  clubs  were  represented.  Mr.  Manning 
had  a  very  good  meeting  at  the  Eastern  Piscatorials, 
sixteen  clubs  were  represented.  An  election  of  visiting 
officers  next  took  place,  followed  by  that  of  fourteen 
members  to  form  the  committee  representing  the  asso¬ 
ciation  on  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  Mr.  R. 
Lawes  was  also  re-elected  as  our  representative  at  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  Mr.  A.  Conn 
as  Tyler.  The  yearage  was  also  fixed  at  2s.  as  before. 
Notice  was  given  that  a  new  lock  will  be  fixed  next 
week  in  the  new  canal  between  Iver  and  Langley.  Mr. 
Ghurney  undertook  to  have  the  fish  protected  when  the 
water  was  drawn  down.  The  secretary  stated  that  the 
South-Western  Railway  Company  had  agreed  to  forego 
their  proposed  vexatious  regulations,  and  he  hoped  and 
believed  the  South-Eastern  would  also  give  way.  The 
London  and  North-Western  Railway  had  agreed  to  give 
certain  railway  privileges,  a  list  of  stations  and  fares 
would  shortly  be  published,  they  will  come  into  opera¬ 
tion  on  June  1,  the  present  railway  privilege  tickets 
will  be  recognised  until  the  new  ones  are  issued.  Mr. 
Ridgway  proposed  that  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be 
given  to  Mr.  Marston  for  his  kind  present  of  rudd  ;  this 
was  supported  by  Mr.  A.  W'^.  Parker,  and  carried 
unanimously.  Discussions  on  sundry  other  important 
matters  took  place.  The  meeting  closed  at  a  late  hour 
with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair.  The  roll 
revealed  the  presence  of  fifty  -  six  clubs.  —  Hon, 
Reporter. 

Anglers’  Ai»*o«iaten. — WnewuRN  District. — A 
visit  was  paid  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  15th, 
thirteen  clubs  being  well  represented.  'The  association 
box  was  opened  and  found  to  contain  23s.  The  next 
visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Prince  Arthur.  .Secretaries 
please  note  I  have  resigned  the  position  as  district 
officer,  and  Mr.  Harris,  of  the  Prince  Arthur  has 
accepted  the  position. — J.  Jennings. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerken well-road,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  5s.  donation 
from  W.  Baildham  (Globe  Angling  Society).  The  next 
meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday 
evening.  May  26,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  'Vere- 
street,  Clare-markefc. — I  wish  to  remind  members  that 
were  not  present  on  the  16th,  that  we  hold  a  special 
meeting  on  the  23rd,  to  move  the  society  to  more  suit¬ 
able  quarters,  and  I  should  like  to  see  all  members 
present.  We  also  elected  Mr.  J.  Barnes  a  working 
member,  and  proposed  Mr.  D.  Rich,  who  will  be  balloted 
for  next  week.— J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers’  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — On  Wednes¬ 
day,  May  10th,  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place,  when  upwards  of  forty  prizes  were  distributed 
to  the  members,  Messrs.  Haynes,  Foster,  Harding, 
Moir,  Parslow,  Hill,  and  Anderson  proved  themselves 
at  the  top  of  the  poll :  Haynes  with  the  gross  weight  of 
roach  for  the  season,  Anderson  gross  weight  of  jack, 
gross  weight  of  bream.  Poster  most  Sunday 
shows,  and  Mr.  Fisher  the  largest  roach  for  the  season, 
also  Mr.  Alliband  the  largest  jack  for  the  season.  Tne 
following  other  members  also  took  prizes :  Messrs. 
Medcalf,  Dessert,  Hutchins,  Parebrother,  Butler,  and 
Potter.  After  the  distribution  several  questions  arose 
as  regards  the  forthcoming  season,  and  I  trust  members 
will  turn  up  on  Wednesday  next,  the  24th,  as  there  is  a 
lot  of  business  to  be  brought  forward,  as  the  fence 
months  are  getting  very  near  an  end. — W.  H.  Potter, 
sec. 

Beaufoy  Angling  Society,  143,  Upper  Kenning- 
ton-lane.— On  Monday  evening,  15th  inst.,  a  dinner  took 
place  at  the  above  club-house,  this  being  the  end  of  our 
tMrd  season.  After  dinner,  Mr.  C.  Powell  (in  the 
chair)  proposed  the  toast  of  the  Beaufoy  Angling 


Society,  responded  to  by  Mr.  G.  Rushton,  who  spoke  of 
the  continued  success  of  our  finances,  through  several 
of  our  friends  kindness  in  giving  prizes.  The  chairman 
presented  the  prizes  to  the  successful  members,  also  jiro- 
posing  the  toast  of  the  prize  givers,  responded  to  by 
Mr.  G.  H.  Butcher,  who  spoke  of  the  many  pleasant 
outings  the  members  have  had,  also  of  the  costly  prizes 
just  presented,  and  thanking  those  gentlemen  for  their 
past  kindness.  Mr.  Powell  started  our  next  season’s 
prize  list,  which,  by  the  support  we  have  received, 
promises  to  beat  other  seasons  and  our  best  expecta¬ 
tions.  Other  toasts  followed,  and  a  selection  by  the 
band  brought  a  very  pleasant  evening’s  enjoyment  to  a 
close.— G.  Rushton,  hon.  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South  wark-street. — Our  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  Tuesday.  May  23  next,  when  I  hope  to 
see  some  good  smiling  faces  around  the  table.  Any 
gentleman  wanting  a  ticket  can  have  one  at  the  club¬ 
house.  Please,  do  not  forget  next  Tuesday. — J.  Foster, 
hon.  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— The  members  of 
the  above  society  held  their  sixteenth  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  on  Wednesday,  the  10th,  Mr. 
Ward  in  the  chair,  and  the  festive  event  passed  off  in  a 
most  successful  manner.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
features  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation  of  prizes 
taken  during  the  past  season.  The  prize  list  contained 
no  less  than  seventy-seven  prizes,  of  which  sixty-eight 
were  won.  The  past  season  has  in  every  way  been  a 
good  one,  the  takes  of  fish  have  never  been  equalled  by 
any  previous  one  during  the  society’s  career,  especially 
for  roach,  of  which  several  grand  specimens  have  been 
taken.  During  the  evening  prizes  to  the  number  of 
fifty-four  were  promised  for  the  ensuing  season  ;  many 
are  valuable  ones,  and  no  doubt  will  be  well  competed  for. 
On  Wednesday  next  (24th)  a  special  meeting  is  called  to 
arrange  prize  list  for  ensuing  season ;  and  general 
business,  and  I  hope  members  will  oblige  by  attending 
early,  as  there  is  plenty  to  go  through.— J.  H. 

Britisli  Sea  Anglers’  Society.— The  hon.  secretary 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  writes  as  follows  ; 

“  I  am  requested  by  Mr.  Shrnbsole  to  acknowledge  in 
the  angling  papers  the  receipt  of  .Bl  123.,  as  his  own 
subscription  and  those  of  Messrs.  Bambridge,  Richardson, 
and  Woodall,  which  he  handed  to  me  on  the  16th  inst. 
Mr.  Shrnbsole  has  since  tendered  his  resignation  to  the 
committee.  It  was  accepted.” 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange, 
Hartland-road,  N.W. — Will  members  kindly  attend 
next  Wednesday,  as  we  have  some  special  business  to 
transact  before  the  opening  season. — E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  "Visiting  List. —A 
delegate  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday  next. 
May  25,  to  fix  the  time  and  place  for  the  next  outing. 
Each  club  on  the  list  can  send  two  delegates  to  meet  at 
the  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green,  at  0..30  p.m. 
The  new  visiting  list  will  then  be  ready. — P.  Castell, 
hon.  sec. 

Cliftonville  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville  Hotel, 
Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey. — Members  are  re¬ 
quested  to  show  more  interest  in  matters  concerning  the 
above  club.  I  should  feel  obliged  if  they  would  attend 
more  regularly.  I  have  two  new  members  to  propose 
next  week,  and  other  important  business  to  get  through. 
Our  dinner  takes  place  on  Monday,  June  12,  and  gentle¬ 
men  who  so  generously  offered  prizes  will  greatly 
facilitate  business  by  forwarding  them  at  their  earliest 
convenience.  Member.s  in  arrears  please  settle  up  soon 
as  possible. — P.  Gardner,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — The  thirteenth  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  on  May  10,  Mr.  F.  Handover  in  the 
chair.  The  distribution  of  prizes  then  took  place,  Mr. 

E.  Baxter,  first,  winning  prizes  value  .£5  ISs.Od.,  Mr.  F. 
Nunney  .£2  3s.  9d.,  Mr.  J.  Hicks  £1  13s.  6d,  Mr.  F. 
Hannabus  £1  10s.  There  were  nineteen  others  partici¬ 
pated  in  prizes,  ranging  from  25s.  down  to  5s.  The  list 
was  opened  for  ensuing  year,  prizes  amounting  to  £16 
being  promised.  Mr.  F.  Bourne  then  presented  four 
volumes  of  books  from  the  Angling  Society,  for  the  use 
of  the  Cobden  Club,  which  were  warmly  received.  The 
musical  part  was  ably  carried  out  by  Mr.  J.  Owen, 
some  capital  songs  being  given  by  Messrs.  W.  Dunn,  A. 
Duncan,  G.  Perham,  W.  Breach,  W.  Smith.  T. 
Stringer,  W.  Lumley,  E.  Baxter,  P.  Himpfern,  after 
which  “  Auld  Lang  Syne  ”  ended  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday,  the  16th,  nearly  forty 
members  and  friends  were  present  at  our  annual  dinner, 
which  was  served  up  in  a  superior  style  by  our  worthy 
host,  Mr.  W.  Peek.  The  health  of  the  President,  who 
was  unable  to  attend  through  pressure  of  business,  was 
enthusiastically  received,  and  afterwards  some  excellent 
harmony  prevailed.  After  a  very  jolly  evening  all 
retired,  well  satisfied  with  the  amusement  provided. 
During  the  evening  fifteen  prizes  were  promised  for  the 
ensuing  season. — S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Dar-weu  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Darwen, 
Lancs. — A  special  meeting  is  called  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  member  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
retirement  (through  leaving  the  town)  of  Mr.  James 
Preston,  whose  loss  will  be  seriously  felt  by  most  of  our 
anglers,  and  I  wish  now  to  thank  him  for  the  many 
little  lessons  in  the  gentle  art  he  so  readily  and  willingly 
gave  us.  I  understand  that  the  arrangements  are  almost 
completed  for  the  society’s  taking  over  the  fishing  of 
Jack’s  Key  Reservoir,  which  will  doubtless  lead  to  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  members.  The  extra¬ 
ordinary  spell  of  fine  weather  has  brought  on  the  flies 
earlier  than  usual,  and  in  unprecedented  numbers,  but 
the  clearness  and  lowness  of  our  waters  render  it  difficult 
to  get  trout. — J.  F.  Holden. 
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Eastern  Piscatorial  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Gill- 
street,  Limehoiiae. — The  only  matter  of  any  consequence 
which  I  have  to  report  is  the  initiation  of  three  new 
members.  We  are  open  for  any  other  anglers  wishing 
to  join  a  flourishing  society. — W.  Bartlett,  hon.  sec. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials. — The  first  smoking 
concert  of  this  recently-formed  angling  society,  was  held 
in  the  club-room  at  the  Forest  Gate  Hotel,  on  Monday 
the  8th  inst.,  when  upwards  of  120  anglers  attended, 
representing  nearly  every  club  in  the  Eastern  District ; 
the  Peckham  Brothers,  the  Deptford,  and  North  London 
were  also  represented.  Mr.  T.  Sowerbutts  made  an 
excellent  chairman.  A  highly-successful  concert  was 
brought  to  a  close  at  12.30,  previous  to  which  the 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot,  announced  that  the  chair¬ 
man  has  very  kindly  presented  the  club  with  one  of  his 
best  roach  poles,  and  Mr.  Brooks  £2  10s.  for  a  prize, 
both  to  be  fished  for  during  the  coming  season.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  these  gentleman, 
and  to  the  chairman  and  pianist  for  their  services.  The 
usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  when 
five  new  members  were  elected.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  T.  Sowerbutts  for  presiding  at 
the  smoking  concert  on  Monday,  and  for  the  prize 
which  he  presented  to  the  club.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  also  given  to  Mr.  Brooks  for  his  valuable 
prize  of  £2  lOs.,  to  Mr.  Boylett  for  his  prize  of  dfil  Is. 
Members  are  requested  to  note  that  subscriptions  are 
now  due,  and  all  members  are  particularly  desired  to 
attend  the  weekly  meetings  every  Wednesday  ;  and 
Messrs.  T.  C.  Sowerbutts,  J.  0.  Brooks,  and  W.  A. 
Boylett  were  elected  vice-presidents  of  the  society. 
Gentlemen  living  in  the  neighbourhood  desirous  of 
joining  a  good  angling  club  are  invited  to  join.  The 
usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Forest  Gate 
Hotel  on  Wednesday  last.  One  new  member  was  pro¬ 
posed.  The  report  of  the  delegates  was  discussed,  and 
disappointment  expressed  at  the  failure  to  raise  the 
standard  of  fish  of  the  association.  It  was  decided  to 
form  a  party  to  go  eeling  during  the  Whitsuntide, 
starting  on  Saturday  by  the  5.38  p.m.  train  from 
Plaistow  to  Rainham  for  Dagenham.  A  tent  will  be 
ppvided  for  the  convenience  of  members.  All  members 
will  be  welcome.— W.  J.  Talbot,  6,  Ismalia-road, 
Forest  Gate. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— The  next  return 
visit  (No.  1  Eastern  District),  will  take  place  at  our 
club  house  on  Tuesday,  May  30,  when  we  hope  to  see 
aU  brother  anglers  that  can  spare  time  to  come.  Our 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  June 
13. — E.  Murphy. 

Great  Yarmouth  Working  Mens'  Angling 
Society. — This  young  club,  which  was  stated  in 
September  1891,  is  progressing  in  the  right  direction 
judging  from  the  report  of  the  secretary  which  was  read 
a  short  time  back  before  the  members  present  at  the 
annual  meeting.  It  was  very  satisfactory  to  note  that 
the  society,  although  in  its  infancy,  was  able  to  hold 
four  contests  during  last  season ;  Acle  (twice),  Onlton 
Broad,  and  Ormesby  Broad  being  the  localities  chosen 
for  the  matches.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  then  mayor  (F. 
Burton,  Esq.),  who  kindly  gave  the  society  a  prize,  and 
also  to  other  gentlemen  who  gave  prizes  towards  the 
annual  match  at  Acle.  With  regard  to  the  catches 
these  ruled  rather  small,  but  this  can  be  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  the  weather  was  very  bad  on  two  of  the 
match  days.  On  the  whole,  the  members  can  congratu¬ 
late  themselves  upon  the  success  which  attended  their 
efforts,  and  as  financially  the  society  is  in  a  prosperous 
way,  there  is  every  prospect  if  the  members  pull 
together  that  the  season  of  1893  will  be  a  more  successful 
one  than  the  last.  The  officers  appointed  for  this  year 
are  as  follows :  President,  Mr.  H.  J.  Lacey :  vice- 
presidents,  Mr.  W.  Bunn  and  Mr.  J.  O’Rourke : 
treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Harris  ;  auditors,  Mr.  H.  J.  Lacey 
and  Mr.  R.  Bammant ;  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  E.  W.  Buckle; 
committee,  Messrs.  Chapman,  Reeve,  Denton,  G. 
Thompson.  Layton,  Taylor,  Greenfield,  G.  Coleman,  and 
Phillips. 

Green-wicR  Angling  Society.— The  tenth  annual 
dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  the  Prince 
Albert,  Royal  Hill,  Greenwich,  on  Wednesday,  the  10th 
inst.,  when  upwards  of  forty  members  and  friends  par¬ 
took  of  an  excellent  repast  provided  by  Host  Murrin. 
J.  B.  Orr,  Esq.  presided,  supported  by  G.  H.  Dowsett, 
Esq.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts  the  hon. 
sec.  read  a  statement  showing  the  progress  of 
the  society  during  the  past  twelve  months,  and 
the  names  of  the  prize  winners.  A  list  of  prizes  for  the 
coming  season  was  also  read  out,  the  donors  of  fresh 
prizes  being  Messrs.  T.  Dupere,  A.  Allen,  and  P.  Smith. 

Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society. — Mr. 
H.  Johnson,  one  of  the  members  of  this  society,  was 
fortunate  in  taking  an  exceptionally  fine  trout  from  the 
society’s  water  on  Tuesday  last;  the  fish,  which  was  in 
excellent  condition  weighed  (lib.  2oz,,  and  measured 
23  inches  in  length  and  15  inches  in  girth.  This  is  the 
second  fish  of  this  size  which  has  been  taken  here  during 
the  past  week,  and  there  is  a  good  show  of  trout  all  over 
the  society’s  water.  Another  consignment  of  600  trout 
yearlings  were  turned  into  the  water  a  fortnight  since  ; 
they  were  from  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Silk  and 
Co.  Caistor,  and  arrived  in  splendid  condition. 

Izaak  W alton  Angling  Society.— The  distribution 
of  annual  and  special  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  next,  24th  inst.,  at  nine  o’clock  precisely- 
The  members  who  have  not  yet  already  sent  in  their 
prizes  will  plea.se  do  so  at  once. — H.  B. 

Junior  Flyfiskers’,  70,  Houndsditch. — lam  pleased 
to  inform  members  that  we  have  obtained  fishing  on  an 
excellent  piece  of  trout  water  within  twenty  miles  of 
London,  and  about  a  mile  from  railway  station.  This 
portion  being  well  stocked  with  good,  mature  fish,  and 


is  well  protected,  the  river  throughout  being  in  private 
hands.  Good  hotel  accommodation  adjoining  the  water, 
tariff  moderate.  Tickets  to  fish  must  be  obtained  from 
and  returned  to  the  clubhouse.  Full  details  given  to 
members  any  Thursday  evening.  The  waters  at  Hert¬ 
ford  are  now  open  to  our  members,  on  same  conditions 
as  last  season.  May-fly  is  showing  up,  and  some  trout 
and  dace  were  taken  by  members  on  their  last  visit. 
Gentlemen  who  require  privilege  tickets  must  hand  in 
their  names  at  once.  Any  gentleman  desirous  of  taking 
a  rod  on  the  Itchen,  in  Hampshire,  can  obtain  full  par¬ 
ticulars  from  the  hon  secretary.  The  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  May  18,  Mr.  Alex  Wright  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Goodwin  gave  a  report  of  his  visit  to  the 
trout  water  mentioned  last  week,  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  him  for  his  services  in  connection 
with  the  same.  Our  new  member  was  unanimously 
elected,  and  three  more  were  proposed.  Members  please 
note  that  our  annual  general  meeting  will  take  place  on 
June  1,  at  8.30  p.m.,  on  which  occasion  some  very  im¬ 
portant  business  will  be  brought  forward,  and  early 
attendance  is  requested.  Several  minor  matters  were 
arranged,  and  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  by 
members  in  making  arrangements  for  the  holidays.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  meeting 
at  11  p.m. — Hon.  Sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane,  Liverpool. — 
Our  meeting  last  week  was  well  attended,  and  one  new 
member  was  elected.  Our  competition  for  Whit  Monday 
was  fixed  for  the  rivers  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  Llanymynech 
way.  One  prize  for  trout  and  two  for  coarse  fish.  No 
grayling  to  be  retained  on  any  account,  as  penalty  will 
be  heavy.  No  fishing  in  private  waters  nor  in  such 
portions  of  the  two  rivers  named  which  are  not  open  to 
public  access.  Breaking  of  this  regulation  means  dis¬ 
qualification,  with  probably  worse  results  to  follow, 
A  nice  gentle  rain  is  now  falling,  and  fishing  prospects 
for  Whitsuntide  have  gone  up  100  per  cent. 

Pkoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Our  annual  dinner  on  Tuesday  was  an 
immense  success,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  our  host.  Mr. 
Berry  Davis  was  in  the  chair,  and  was  well  supported 
by  Mr.  Brown.  A  very  handsome  scarf  pin,  consisting 
of  diamonds  and  pearls  on  filigree  gold,  was  presented 
to  our  worthy  host  by  the  society  as  a  mark  of  their 
esteem.  A  testimonial  was  presented  to  Mr.  Heelas, 
comprising  a  jack  rod,  bait  can,  line,  and  winch,  gaff 
hook,  and  sundries,  for  services  rendered  to  the  society 
during  his  seven  years  of  chairmanship.  Then  came 
the  distribution  of  prizes,  amongst  the  principal 
winners  may  be  mentioned ;  Mr.  Boxall,  who  took  the 
club  prize  for  the  gross  weight  of  jack  ;  Mr.  Elbourn, 
gross  weight  of  bottom  fishing  ;  Mr.  Heelas,  largest  jack  ; 
Mr.  Warrington,  largest  barbel ;  Mr.  Chapman,  largest 
chub;  Mr.  Keen,  largest  roach;  Mr.  Elbourn,  largest 
perch  ;  Mr.  Fredk.  Volck,  largest  dace.  Prizes  were 
also  taken  by  the  following  :  Messrs.  Mares,  C.  Dove, 
F.  Dove,  Morgan,  Little,  Bouffler,  Brown,  Reed,  Bartrip, 
Carr,  and  Milton.  Mr.  C.  Ward,  of  the  Bostonians, 
gave  a  guinea  for  the  greatest  number  of  specimen  fish 
during  the  season.  Messrs.  Green  and  Davis  gave  153., 
Messrs.  Wicks,  sen.,  Jeffries,  and  Adams  gave  guineas 
and  half  guineas,  Mrs.  Wicks  and  Mrs.  Boxall  also  sent 
two  half  guineas.  Several  others  also  gave  prizes  for  a 
similar  amount. — H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  asst.  sec. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — At  our  last  meeting  we 
decided  to  have  our  first  annual  dinner  at  the  above 
house  on  Tuesday,  June  13th,  when  I  hope  to  see  all 
members  present.  Mr.  T.  Line  and  his  friend,  Mr. 
Davney,  having  presented  the  club  with  a  splendid 
desk  with  inlaid  front,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  them  was 
passed  for  their  kindness.  Members  please  note  that 
books  of  rules  may  be  obtained  on  our  next  meeting 
night.  I  hope  that  members  and  friends  will  not 
forget  our  smoker,  which  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  .30th. — E.  Payne,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur.  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  I 
have  had  no  fish  weighed-in,  but  I  hope  members  will 
attend  and  arrange  for  our  return  visit  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  holidays,.  Members  will  please  take 
notice  that  there  will  be  no  meeting  on  Wednesday  next. 
May  24,  but  I  hope  they  will  attend  on  May  31  for  most 
important  business.  1  beg  to  notify  societies  that  our 
visiting  I'st  will  be  arranged  as  scon  as  possible. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  109,  Kingslake-street,  Old  Kent-road. — Our 
eleventh  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  June  6,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  members  and  friends  at  new  clubhouse. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — All  members  take  notice 
that  a  general  meeting  will  be  held  at  above  address  next 
Wednesday  at  nine  o’clock  for  the  purpose  of  passing 
the  new  rules  ;  also  that  our  annual  supper  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes  is  fixed  for  June  7.  'Tickets  are  now 
ready,  price  3s.  each.  Any  member  intending  to  be 
present  will  oblige  by  sending  in  his  name  at  once.  I 
hope  every  member  will  endeavour  to  be  present  on  both 
occasions. — W.  E.  Shaw.  hon.  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — On  Tuesday  last  our  new 
rules  were  gone  through  and  confirmed,  and  the  date  of 
our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  fixed  for 
Tuesday,  June  12.  Five  new  members  were  proposed, 
and  I  hope  a  few  of  our  old  members  will  support  us 
next  Tuesday  at  the  ballot.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
outstanding  prizes  and  subscriptions  for  the  current 
year,  so  as  to  close  up  the  accounts. — Pelican. 

South.  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell- road. — The  annual  dinner  was 


held  on  Wednesday,  May  17.  After  the  good  things 
provided  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Burke,  had  been  duly 
appreciated,  the  chairman,  Mr.  Field,  gave  “  The  Queen 
and  Royal  Family.”  Then  came  the  toasts  of  the  even¬ 
ing,  “The  South  London  Angling  Society,”  “The 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.”  The  distribution  of 
prizes  followed,  and  afterwards  a  splendid  start  was 
made  with  the  new  prize  list  for  the  coming  season. 
The  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony. 

South  London  United  'Visiting  List. — A  return 
visit  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the 
Peckham  Brothers,  on  the  15th  inst.  The  club-room  was 
fairly  full,  eleven  clubs  being  represented.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Wellington  Angling  Society,  held  at 
the  Prince  George,  Hill-street,  Walworth.  Notice  of 
date  next  week. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

■Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Yauxhall  Cross. —  We  had  a  grand  meeting  on 
the  16th.  The  previous  week’s  minutes  were  read  and 
confirmed.  Mr.  H.  Pain,  Mr.  Gain,  Mr.  Dawson,  sen., 
were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  after  which  came 
the  most  important  part  of  the  business — the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes.  The  principal  winners  were  Mr.  Betts, 
gross  weight  specimen  roach  and  two  special  prizes ; 
Mr.  Clegg,  second  gross  weight  and  one  special  prize; 
Mr.  Ilsley,  third  gross  weight  specimen  bream  ;  Mr. 
Franklin,  specimen  pike  and  one  special  prize  ;  after 
which  a  moat  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  with  visitors 
from  the  Horsferry  Angling  Society. — H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltoniau  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — ■ 
There  was  a  good  muster  of  members  last  Wednesday. 
On  Wednesday  next.  May  24,  there  will  be  a  committee 
meeting^ at  eight  o’clock  sharp. — C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  Walworth. — Our  annual  dinner  was  held 
on  the  10th  inst.,  Messrs.  Newbury  and  Haines  in 
the  chair.  The  dinner  was  served  up  by  Mrs.  Hills,  the 
hostess,  in  her  well-known  style,  and  was  much 
appreciated.  After  the  usual  toasts  the  secretary  gave 
the  report  for  the  past  year  showing  the  excellent 
numerical  and  financial  position  of  the  society.  A 
concert  followed,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  The  lists  for  the  various  season  tickets  are  now 
open,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  names  of  those 
wishing  to  take  them  up. — Chas.  Wyer,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society. — I  wish 
to  remind  our  members  that  it  is  our  monthly  meeting 
night  on  Wednesday  next.  May  24,  also  the  night  to  pay 
out  all  our  annual  prizes,  hoping  to  have  a  good 
attendance  on  that  night. — E.  Lowther,  sec. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Our  thirteenth  annual  festival  was 
held,  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Channon,  at  the 
Builder's  Arms,  Bridge-road,  Hammersmith,  our  worthy 
treasurer,  Mr.  Dean,  being  unable  to  accommodate  us. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  chairman,  occupied  the  post  of 
president  for  the  evening,  and  our  treasurer  the  vice¬ 
chair,  The  usual  toasts  having  been  received  in  a 
cordial  manner,  the  president  presented  the  prizes  for 
the  past  season,  amounting  in  value  to  .£23  lOs.,  Mr.  E. 
Leaf  being  the  lucky  winner  of  a  handsome  framed  en¬ 
graving  value  three  guineas,  presented  by  our  chair¬ 
man.  Several  donations  were  offered  for  the  ensuing 
season  : — Mr.  Elsmore,  2  guineas  ;  Mr.  E.  Dean,  30s. 
Mr.  H.  Foreman,  21s. ;  Mr.  Chob  Webb,  218.  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  honoured  the  club  with  his  presence.  Mem¬ 
bers  requiring  privilege  tickets  are  requested  to  send 
in  their  names  at  once. — J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

Applications. 

8498.  R.  C.  Price,  of  Park  Hill  Lodge,  Budleigh 
Saltertcn,  Devon,  for  improved  fittings  for 
artificial  fly-books,  or  boxes,  or  fishing  tackle 
cases. 

9025.  T.  Skinner,  of  London,  for  improvements  in 
weights  for  fishing  tackle. 

Specifications  Published. 

8101.  H.  E.  Sayce,  of  36,  Caledonia-place,  Clifton, 
Bristol,  for  an  improvement  in  fish-hooks. 
18,818.  O.  S.  Ruddock,  of  47,  Fentiman-road,  Clapham- 
rjad,  Surrey,  for  improvements  in  fishing  rods. 

7894.  G.  W.  Elliott,  of  Meersbrook-park-road,  Heeley, 
Sheffield,  York,  for  improvements  in  fishing 
rods,  landing-net  handles,  and  also  alpine- 
stocks  in  whip  stocks. 


The  North-East  Coast  Deep  Sea  Fisheries. — 
A  meeting  of  Whitby  fishermen  was  held  on  Tuesday 
night  to  consider  various  matters  connected  with  the 
Deep  Sea  Fishery.  Mr.  E.  E.  Pannett,  C.C.,  who 
took  the  initiative,  stated  that  the  valuable  stretch  of 
coast  from  the  Tees  to  Cayton,  of  which  Whitby  is  the 
centre,  was  now  practically  under  the  control  of  the 
North  Riding  County  Council,  so  far  as  the  deep  sea  fish¬ 
ing  industry  was  concerned.  Information  was  wanted  with 
the  view  of  regulating  the  various  fisheries,  so  that  the 
industry  might  be  developed.  A  general  discussion  then 
took  place,  and  there  was  a  consensus  of  opinion  that 
indiscriminate  trawling  did  a  great  deal  of  harm,  because 
vast  quantities  of  immature  fish  were  destroyed.  The 
meeting  was  unanimously  of  opinion  that  there  should 
be  a  close  season  for  cod  and  ling,  so  far  as  trawling  is 
concerned. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 


<9*  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

/55min.  for  Kew. 

\75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Adds 80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/  ham. 

'85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  ; — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minntes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  np-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


fSO  min.  for  Chelsea. 
\40  „  ,,  Putney. 

Add'<45  ,,  ,,  Hammer- 

/  smith. 

'50  „  ,,  Barnes. 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

May  20  . 

Morning. 

.  4.48  . 

Evening. 

.  .5.14 

Sunday, 

„  21  . 

.  5.41  . 

.  6.10 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

oo 

.  6.40  . 

.  7.12 

2  3  . 
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English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  desirable  change  in  the  weather  has  come  at 
last,  and,  especially  in  the  interest  of  the  professional 
fishermen,  inasmuch  as  most  of  the  trout  fishing  has 
been  done  from  the  weir  heads  by  gentlemen,  fishing  by 
themselves,  and  not  requiring  any  attendant.  The  con¬ 
sequence  has  been  that  some  of  the  fishermen  have 
scarcely  had  any  employment,  but  if  the  water  gets 
higher  and  not  so  bright,  the  anglers  will  get  out  more 
in  the  stream,  where  they  will,  without  doubt,  get 
among  the  fish,  as  those  taken  by  Mr.  Dangerfield,  and 
the  largest  fish  of  the  [season,  have  not  been  caught  at 
the  weirs.  Another  consignment  of  rudd,  the  gift  of 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  have  been  received  for  the  Thames, 
but,  owing  to  the  hot  weather  on  Saturday  last,  on  their 
arrival  at  Kingston,  some  of  them  were  found  dead  ;  and 
although  the  others  were  in  a  sickly  state  when  Mr. 
Alfred  Nuttall  placed  them  in  the  well  of  the  punt, 
they  soon  recovered,  and  he  decided  it  would 
be  better  under  all  the  circumstances  to  distribute 
them  in  some  of  the  quiet  places  in  the  river  than 
taking  them  to  the  Sunbury  ponds,  where  they  would 
be  exposed  to  the  influences  of  the  weather.  Return¬ 
ing  again  to  the  question  of  trout,  the  season  so  far,  in 
spite  of  the  condition  of  the  water,  has  been  anything 
but  a  blank  one — two  or  three  of  the  anglers  can  record 
their  captures  to  as  many  as  half  a  dozen  fish  each. 
It  has  also  been  remarkable  for  the  capture  of  so  many 
trout  of  about  31b.  each,  and  also  for  a  goodly  number 
of  Clb.  and  especially  GJlb.  fish.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  as 
it  is  all  hope  now,  that  the  names  of  all  the  anglers  will 
find  their  way  into  the  “  Blue  Book  ”  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  which  I  am  now  preparing 
for  publication,  so  as  to  get  them  into  circulation  soon 
after  the  new  Bye-laws  have  received  the  approval  of 
Her  Majesty  in  Council,  in  which  those  interesting  to 
the  anglers  will  appear,  together  with  plenty  of  other 
useful  information.  Some  of  the  copy  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer.  — B. 

Upper  Thames.— Thursday  Evening. — A  grand 
and  much  needed  downpour  of  rain  has  visited  the 
Thames  v alley  within  the  past  twenty-four  hours,  and 
freshened  the  river  surroundings  into  a  delightful 
exuberance  of  colour  and  sweetness.  For  trout  fishing 
the  water  is  in  the  pink  of  trim,  and  anglers  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Thames  have  been  going  in  for  rich  con¬ 
fectionery,  as  evidenced  by  ihe  wee  sma’  fish  detailed  as 
follows  :  Mr.  Brown,  in  the  Hambledon  and  Medmen- 
ham  districts,  two  fish  of  5|lb.  and  71b.  respectively, 
Mr.  R.  F.  Jackson,  on  Thursday,  in  the  Harleyford 
water,  opposite  Sir  William  Clayton’s  pretty  mansion,  a 
grand  trout  of  9;jlb.,  length  22in.,  and  girth  lOin.,  making 
Mr.  Jackson  the  happy  recipient  of  nine  takeable  trout 
since  the  Ist  of  April.  Mr.  Wm.Lunnon,  of  Bourne  End, 
writes  me  as  follows  ; — “As  you  well  know  this  water,  I 
thought  you  would  like  to  know  of  my  good  luck  this 
week.  After  seven  o’clock  Tuesday  evening  I  caught  a 
spotted  beauty  off  my  grounds  weighing  Gib.  less  IJd. 
bronze  coins,  length  23i;in. ;  and  on  Wednesday  another 
fish  231in.  long,  14Jin.  girth,  61b.  less  two  penny  coins, 
live  baiting,  and  alone  on  each  occasion,  so  you  may 
imagine  I  had  my  work  cut  out.  On  Friday  I  took  a 
small  fish  of  lllb.,  which  was  of  cour.se  returned  with 
orders  to  get  its  hair  cut.  Three  fish  to  one  rod  in  three 
days  in  these  waters  I  think  fairly  “  takes  the  cake.’’  I 
am  glad  to  hear  of  Mr.  Lunnon’s  success,  for  he  is  a 
thorough  sportsman,  and  many  and  many  a  pleasant 
hour  have  I  spent  with  him  on  the  Thames.  Weather 
delightfully  fine,  with  breeze  from  the  south-west.— 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Tbames  (UatcKet). — Very  little  fishing  going  on 
here.  I  was  out  last  Friday  evening  with  a  gentleman  ; 
he  missed  a  good  fish  nearly  every  time  I  have  been 
out  with  anyone  they  have  had  a  run  or  something 
similar  from  a  trout.  I  had  a  day  to  myself  to-day,  the 
first  time  this  season  ;  saw  several  rise  mid-day  ;  one 


took  a  bait  clean  off.  Soon  after,  I  landed  a  beauty  81b.  ; 
saw  two  rise  while  I  was  landing  him,  but  I  came  home 
satisfied,  and  am  actually  asked  if  that  was  the  only  bite. 
— G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— William  Melbourne 
writes:  “Mr.H.J.  Walton, of  Thames  Litton,  fishing  at 
the  back  weir  at  Hampton  Court,  has  taken  a  very  hand¬ 
some  trout,  weighing  Gib.  I  weighed  it  myself.  Now 
that  the  gentlemen  are  taking  to  fish  by  themselves,  we 
are  not  out  one  day  a  week.’’ 

Thames  (Staines).— Mr.  R.  H.  Head,  fishing  on 
Monday  last  with  Charles  Hone,  has  taken  a  fine  trout 
of  G.Vlb. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — A  gentleman  fishing  at  the 
weir,  hooked  a  large  trout,  which  he  estimated  at  111b., 
but,  unfortunately,  did  not  manage  to  land  him.  Mr. 
Creswick  has  added  two  more  trout  to  his  former  suc¬ 
cesses,  one  of  lib.  and  the  other  of  S^lb. 

Thames  (Windsor). — Up  to  time  of  writing,  a  few 
insignificant  showers  have  fallen  in  the  Thames  valley, 
just  sufficient  to  give  freshness  to  the  atmosphere,  but 
the  river  remains  unchanged,  flowing  slowly,  and  hear¬ 
ing  already  evidence  that  the  summer  boating  season 
has  commenced.  It  was  with  an  eye  of  real  pity  that  I 
looked  upon  our  once  beautiful  crystal  stream  two  morn¬ 
ings  back,  being  struck  with  the  amount  of  rubbish 
floating  on  her  surface — corks,  champagne  straw  covers, 
paper,  tins,  and  basket  refuse,  besides  other  indescrib¬ 
able  matter.  I  noticed,  too,  the  same  day  that  worthy 
body,  the  Thames  Conservators,  go  up  in  their  huge 
launch — do  they  not  notice  these  matters  or  those  ugly 
boards  at  Bray  warning  off  those  in  search  of  harmless, 
innocent,  healthy  recreation  ?  Under  the  above  condi¬ 
tions,  no  wonder  our  river  is  deserted  by  the  angler,  and 
it  surprises  me  that  our  aristocratic  trout  do  not  get  sick 
at  heart  and  die  off,  though  this  is,  I  think,  but  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  a  very  few  years  if  the  conservators  do  not  put 
a  stop  to  the  wholesale  throwing  in  of  rubbish  from  the 
innumerable  launches,  boathouses,  &c.  That  pretty 
little  Crustacea,  the  fresh-water  crayfish,  or  lobster  in 
miniature,  which  in  our  schoolboy  days  we  used  to  catch 
in  hundreds,  is  now  quite  extinct  in  the  Thames,  also  its 
chief  tributary  the  Colne,  but  to-day  Mr.  Hewlett,  of 
Eton,  acting  for  the  local  preservation  society  distri¬ 
buted  in  the  Windsor  weir  stream  sixty-three  healthy  in 
spawn  fish,  the  gift  to  the  society  of  Mr.  Bambridge,  of 
Eton.  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  had  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  Thames  trout  on  view  at  his  establishment  on  the 
18th  inst.,  caught  by  G.  Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  length 
24Jin.,  girth  15in.,  weight  81b. — B.  R.  B. 

Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel  (Dulverton  Station). — 
Fishing  once  more  becomes  practicable,  the  recent  fine 
rains  have  raised  the  Exe  and  Barle  and  cleared  a 
quantity  of  the  weed.  We  still  want  rain  to  increase 
the  rivers,  but  the  glass  is  falling  and  the  weather 
appears  unsettled,  so  that  good  fishing  may  be  expected 
forthwith.  Farmers  will  get  heart  again. — C.  W. 
Nelder. 

Cornish.  Streams. — Professional  fishermen  have 
been  the  only  rods  out  for  the  week,  and  their  baskets 
of  trout  have  not,  of  course,  been  large.  Napier  got 
three  dozen  on  Tuesday  and  the  same  quantity  on 
Thursday,  dapping  in  a  tributary  of  the  Fowey,  and 
Williams  and  Downing  a  dozen  and  a  half  each  in  the 
Camel.  A  fresh  run  salmon  was  taken  in  Crabb’s  Pool. 
Heavy  rain  fell  on  Wednesday,  and  more  is  very  likely, 
so  that  we  may  have  a  good  Whit  week  after  all. — 
Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corweu). — After  nine  weeks  of  dry  weather 
rain  has  come  at  last,  and  the  river  is  beginning  to 
freshen  up.  Fish  has  been  doing  very  little  this  week. 
David  Roberts,  on  Wednesday,  had  5|lb.  with  fly  ;  Mr. 
Brandreth,  jnn.,  had  half  a  dozen  very  good  fish  with 
minnow.  To-day  (Thursday)  nothing  doing  ;  close  and 
heavy  weather,  with  very  heavy  showers.  After  a  good 
wash  out  of  the  river  fishing  ought  to  be  good. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Ambergate).— Rain  fell  neavily  for  nine 
hours  on  Wednesday,  and  has  caused  the  Derwent  and 
Amber  to  rise  several  feet,  and  are  much  discoloured  at 
time  of  writing.  Aquatic  flies  are  not  yet  numerous, 
the  Drake  has  just  shown  itself,  but  is  not  fully  out  yet. 
Land  flies  are  plentiful,  and  prospects  are  very  promis¬ 
ing  indeed  for  Whitsuntide. — Amber  Dun. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Wet  weather  has  at 
length  set  in,  and  the  brooks  have  been  coloured  and 
are  clearing  down  again.  The  May -fly  is  coming  out  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  river,  i.e.,  below  Norbury,  and  in 
a  week  should  be  killing  in  Dove  Dale,  i.e.,  a  week  from 
time  this  is  in  print.  Some  good  sport  has  been  had  since 
last  night's  heavy  rain.  Particulars  in  our  next.  In 
haste  for  mail.— D.  W.  H.  Fisher,  Ashbourne. 

Dast  and  ’West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 
The  rivers  continue  so  low  that  fly-fishing  is  quite  in 
abeyance.  No  rain  to  speak  of  as  yet,  but  with  the 
first  good  fresh  we  shall  doubtless  have  a  run  of  sewin. 
— H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  long  protracted 
drought  has  at  last  broken  up,  rain  having  fallen  pretty 
generally  throughout  this  district  during  the  last  day 
or  two.  The  River  Greedy,  which  for  several  weeks 
has  been  a  mere  rivulet,  has  been  transformed  into  a 
raging  torrent.  Prior  to  the  rise,  Messrs.  Moore, 
Theenwissen,  and  Roberts,  in  two  or  three  hours’  fish¬ 
ing,  made  a  very  pretty  bag  of  sixteen  trout,  all  taken 
on  the  worm  fished  fine  up  stream.  On  the  Exwick 
water,  Mr.  Kelly  has  taken  several  nice  eels,  and  a  brace 
or  two  of  trout ;  whilst  on  the  Brampford  Reach,  Mr. 
Snell  has  had  takes  of  ten  eels  and  a  brace  of  trout, 
eight  eels  and  one  trout,  and  five  eels  and  three  trout 
respectively.  Mr.  Taylor  has  also  killed  a  few  nice  eels 
and  eight  trout  in  the  same  water,  and  Capt.  Cooke,  on 
the  Culm,  several  good  trout,  running  from  iTb.  to  lib. 
each.  One  of  those  trout  met  his  fate  on  Monday 


evening  last,  in  the  form  of  a  “  Devon,’’  spun  by  Mr. 
Sanders.  The  fish,  which  weighed  3^16.,  was  a  very 
pretty  specimen,  measuring  20in.  in  length  and  llin. 
in  girth.  There  are  plenty  of  “big  ’uns ’’ worthy  of 
the  angler's  steel  in  this  reach. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Liucolnshire). — Angling 
has  been  very  tame  these  last  weeks,  owing  to  the  very 
bright  and  dry  weather.  A  change,  however,  seems  to 
have  come  over  the  scene  this  week,  and,  should  the 
rains  be  heavy  enough  to  flush  the  streams,  there  will 
be  a  chance  of  sport  during  the  holidays.  The  most 
interesting  business  for  anglers  of  late  has  been  the  otter 
hunting  by  the  Buckinghamshire  hounds.  Saturday  was 
their  last  day,  and  they  went  to  Tickencote,  where  they 
had  a  good  morning’s  sport.  One  of  the  best  bits  of 
sport  last  week  was  had  at  Brentingby  on  Wednesday. 
Work  started  on  the  Eye  rivulet,  between  there  and 
Melton,  but  the  find  was  at  Bedehouse,  near  Stapleford. 
Carrying  on  a  slow  drag  up  to  Stapleford  Park,  they  had 
to  leave  it,  and,  going  on  up  the  river,  they  were 
rewarded  by  an  otter  jumping  out  in  full  view  near 
Cottage  plantation.  Then  some  excellent  sport  ensued 
for  upwards  of  an  hour  and  three  quarters,  when  the 
quarry — a  fine  dog  of  221b. — was  killed.  The  mask  was 
presented  to  Mrs.  Hornsby,  of  Stapleford  Park. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — The  rain  •  this  week  has 
cheered  the  spirits  of  the  anglers  of  this  district  con¬ 
siderably.  On  the  early  days  of  the  week  the  rain  was 
very  light,  but  on  Wednesday  a  heavy  thundeMtorm 
covered  the  district,  and  this,  it  is  expected,  will  put 
both  volume  and  colour  into  the  water.  It  is  a  long 
time  since  the  Idle  and  its  tributaries  had  got  so  low, 
and  last  week  it  was  practically  useless  trying  to  fish 
except  in  the  deep  holes.  There  are  plenty  of  flies 
hatching  out  now,  and  though  the  rain  will  have 
douched  the  land  flies,  there  is  sure  to  be  a  good  rise 
when  the  stream  has  steadied  itself.  It  is  probable  the 
bottom  fishers  in  the  fore  waters  may  have  a  chance 
now  in  the  holidays,  and  if  things  go  on  all  right  there 
may  be  a  lot  of  visitors  down.  'There  are  a  number  of 
Sheffield  people  with  trout  licences,  and  not  a  few  of 
these  will  give  these  waters  a  turn.  Either  worm  or 
gentle  is  to  be  recommended. — L. 

Lake  ’Vyrnwy  (Northi 'Wales,  via  Oswestry). — 
Rain  has,  1  am  glad  to  report,  come  at  last,  and  very 
welcome  it  is  here  on  account  of  our  breeding  ponds, 
where  thousands  of  fish  are  making  ready  for  their 
ultimate  fate.  It  has  not  yet  much  affected  the  sport, 
but  I  hope  next  week  to  send  reports  of  large  baskets, 
as  the  phenomenal  rise  of  fly  still  continues.  On  Thurs¬ 
day,  May  11,  Gen.  and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Tower  took  eleven 
fish ;  Mrs.  Townshend,  seven ;  !Mr.  and  Miss  Wickham, 
ten ;  the  Hon.  C.  Hill  Trevor,  ten  :  Mr.  Farthing, 
six ;  Messrs.  Robinson,  twelve.  Friday,  May  12  : 
Messrs.  Robinson,  nineteen ;  Gen.  Tower  and  Col. 
Wardrop,two  ;  Messrs.  Armitage  and  Starkey,  thirteen; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Wickham,  twelve  ;  Mr.  Besant,  twelve ; 
Mr.  Townshend,  four.  Saturday,  May  13  :  Gen.  and  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Tower,  ten ;  Col.  Wardrop,  six  :  Messrs. 
Robinson,  eleven;  Mr.  D’Arcy  Hartley,  five;  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham,  four  ;  Messrs.  Armitage  and  Starkey,  eight ;  Mr. 
Besant,  seven ;  best,  a  beautifulLoch  Leven  trout,  weigh¬ 
ing  21b.  12oz.  Monday,  May  15,  dull,  thunder  weather; 
Gen.  and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Tower,  nineteen  lovely  fish  ; 
Col.  Wardrop,  fourteen  ;  Messrs.  Robinson,  seven  :  Mr. 
Besant,  six  ;  Messrs.  Armitage  and  Starkey,  eighteen  ; 
Messrs.  Grover  and  Hillman,  nine ;  Mr.  Frere,  eight ; 
Mr.  D’Arcy  Hartley,  four  ;  Mr.  Gillard,  five.  Tuesday, 
May  16,  Gen.  and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Tower,  twelve ;  Col. 
Wardrop,  eight ;  Mr.  Frere,  nine ;  Messrs.  Robinson, 
thirteen ;  Mr.  Grover,  sixteen  ;  Mr.  Besant,  eleven  :  best 
fish,  11b.  8oz. ;  Messrs.  Armitage  and  Starkey,  twentv- 
one ;  best,  lib.  4oz.  Wednesday,  17th,  Mr.  Hollingsworth, 
eight;  Col.  Wardrop,  nine;  Mr.  Coulthurst,  five; 
Messrs.  Robinson,  twenty-one  ;  Mr.  Besant,  thirteen  ; 
Rev.  Jenkyn  Jones,  two ;  Messrs.  Frere  and  Blackden, 
four.  Best  flies,  Hofland’s  Fancy,  Red  Spinner,  Black, 
and  Mallard,  and  Lee’s  Favourite. — Long  Drift. 

Lea. — The  heavy  showers  of  Wednesday  will  have  a 
good  effect  in  freshening  up  the  water,  although  there 
has  not  been  enough  to  cause  a  fresh.  Dace  have  been 
rising  freely  to  the  artificial  fly,  and  some  good  speci¬ 
mens  have  been  taken.  On  Sunday  last  Mr.  Stephens 
had  some  half-pounders  at  Cook’s  Ferry,  at  the  Ferry 
Boat,  Tottenham,  both  roach  and  dace  have  been  caught 
by  sinking  and  drawing  the  Caddis  baits,  which  are  now 
very  plentiful :  there  has  been  a  good  rise  of  the  May-fly 
both  Green  and  Grey  Drakes  were  abundant.  Mr.  Hall, 
of  Edmonton,  had  a  curious  experience  on  Tuesday,  when 
whipping  for  dace,  he  hooked  and  landed  a  bream  of  over 
41b.  weight,  and  lost  a  very  large  chub,  these  fish  were 
taking  his  flies  below  the  surface.  Mr.  H.  Smith  has 
had  a  few  nice  eels  by  sniggling ;  they  have  not  been 
running  well,  but  a  little  more  rain  and  hot  weather 
will  put  them  on  the  move.  The  seventeenth  annual  con- 
certof  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society  held 
on  Tuesday  night  at  the  Globe,  Fore-street,  Edmonton, 
was  a  great  success  ;  thirty-three  prizes  were  distri¬ 
buted,  comprising  six  club  money  prizes,  of  from  ill  to 
7s.  6d.,  twelve  half  guineas  given  by  friends  and 
members,  a  silver  watch  given  by  Mr.  George  Burberry, 
two  silver  cups  given  by  Mr.  Tom  Burberry,  and  a  half 
dozen  other  prizes  of  useful  articles.  The  harmony 
was  contributed  to  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rochester,  Messrs.  T. 
Hadkiss,  H.  West,  W.  Ames,  J.Hadkiss,  Reitz,  J.  Rice, 
George  Letch,  W.  West,  F.  A.  Gray,  &c. :  the  visitors 
were  Messrs.  Gray  and  Wade,  of  the  Good  Intent,  and 
Payne  and  Hawkins  of  the  Park  Angling  Societies.  On 
the  same  evening  the  Hounsfield  Otters  held  their 
seventh  annual  dinner  at  the  Cross  Keys,  Edmonton 
Green.  The  prizes  were  on  this  occasion  distributed  by 
the  chairman,  Mr.  T.  Bass,  the  principal  winners  being 
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Messrs.  Watliiig,  Stephens,  Ashwood,  and  Moss.  During 
the  evening  a  handsome  lamp  was  presented  to  Mr. 
Thomas,  the  secretary,  in  recognition  of  his  effective 
services.  Over  .£20  was  promised  in  prizes  for  next 
season.  Some  good  songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  Duncan, 
Sharland,  W.  H.  Thomas,  J.  Harry,  Lawrence,  Petti- 
pierre,  F.  Thomson,  and  F.  Thomas.— Spliced  Joint. 

IiUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  in  fair  angling  order,  but  still  low.  Eaiu 
has  been  had  and  has  freshened  the  water  up,  but  has 
not  made  it  rise  to  any  extent.  The  fish  have  been  more 
on  the  move,  and  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly.  The 
best  flies  are  the  Orl,  Governor,  Blue  Dun,  Black  Gnat, 
Yellow  Dun,  and  Downhill.  The  May-fly  is  on,  and 
trout  are  rising  well  at  them,  and  in  a  few  days  some 
good  baskets  of  trout  should  be  landed  with  this  bait. 
Several  very  nice  lots  of  trout  have  heen  caught  this 
week.  The  Pinsley  is  now  running  clear  and  in  good 
order,  sport  in  it  improved. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland)  — 
Rivers  low  and  clear  ;  nice  rain  now  falling  at  intervals. 
The  May-fly  put  in  its  appearance  on  Saturday,  and  to¬ 
day  (Wednesday)  the  trout  have  commenced  to  feed  on 
them ;  day’s  results  not  yet  known.  The  best  flies  for 
day  fishing  besides  the  May-fly  are  Orl  or  Alder,  Yellow 
Dun  (male).  Stow,  Orange  Palmer,  Coch-y-bondhu,  and 
Black  Gnat,  and  for  evening  Yellow  Dun  (female). 
Cadis,  _  Spinners,  Owls,  and  Coachman.  Prospects  of 
sport  in  coming  week  very  good.  Rainstorms  have 
caused  the  rivers  to  rise  two  or  three  inches  of  stained 
(slightly)  water.  They  are  now  in  splendid  order. 
Trout  are  feeding  well  on  the  May-fly,  Orl,  and  Yellow 
Dun.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  made. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— Owing 
to  the  long  stretch  of  droughty  weather  angling  here 
has  been  almost  at  a  standstill.  The  Ouse  being  an 
“open”  river  usually  attracts  a  good  many  fishermen 
from  far  and  near  during  the  close  season,  but  opera¬ 
tions  in  this  respect  have  been  interfered  with  by  the 
further  lowering  of  the  main  stream  for  draining  opera¬ 
tions.  This  has  caused  an  opportunity  for  the  nefarious 
practice  of  “  snatching,”  and  many  fish,  mostly  un¬ 
seasonable,  have  been  wantonly  destroyed  and  maimed 
by  this  despicable  method  of  taking  fish.  Much  harm 
must  also  have  resulted  to  the  spawn  deposits  of  certain 
fish  by  the  river  bed  and  sand  banks  being  exposed  to  a 
burning  sun  for  several  days.  Prospects  are  brighter 
for  the  trout  fishermen  by  reason  of  the  few  welcome 
and  refreshing  showers  which  have  come  at  last,  but 
much  rain  is  required  yet  to  put  the  streams  into 
anything  like  order,  for  never  were  they  known  so  low, 
and  successful  fishing  so  difficult.  Plenty  of  trout  are 
reported  in  the  Derwent,  Rye,  and  Pickering  becks,  but 
difficult  to  capture,  and  the  cry  all  round  is  for  more 
rain. — Ronald. 

Plymouth.. — There  is  a  very  little  doing  in  the  way 
of  fishing  in  the  rivers,  the  water  being  so  very  low 
the  fish  are  being  lifted  out  by  sport  nets  in  many 
places.  The  only  chance  of  sport  is  to  use  the  Blowing 
Ply  with  a  short  collar  in  the  deep  pools  under  the 
bushes  ;  several  dozens  have  been  taken  this  week  in  this 
way,  the  evening  being  the  best  part  of  the  day. 
Pollack  are  getting  more  plentiful,  and  some  nice 
baskets  have  been  taken  on  the  bridge  and  at  the  back 
of  the  island.  Mackerel  are  in  the  channel  in  immense 
schools.  One  of  our  Looe  boats  fishing  on  Friday  night 
about  forty-five  miles  S.S.W.  off  the  Eddystone  with 
their  drift  nets,  about  seventy-four  in  number,  were 
struck  with  an  immense  shoal,  which  carried  away  all 
but  ten,  the  immense  body  of  fish  taking  the  nets  to  the 
ground.  About  4000  mackerel'  were  caught  in  the 
remaining  nets,  but  the  cost  of  the  missing  ones  would 
be  upwards  of  ill50.  This  is  a  sad  loss  for  the  owner, 
who  is  only  a  working-man. — William  Heaeder. 

Ringwood. — Mr.  Arthur  Baxter  has  had  some  vei’y 
good  sport  in  the  river  here  during  the  past  week, 
having  taken  some  very  fine  trout,  the  largest  scaling 
3Jlb.  The  river  since  the  rain  on  Sunday  has  greatly 
improved,  and  doubtless  we  shall  have  some  good 
catches  to  record  in  a  few  days. — Angling. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  long  watched-for  rain 
has  come  at  last,  and  in  sufficient  quantity  to  consider¬ 
ably  freshen  the  river  and  tributaries,  rendering  the 
prospects  of  anglers  considerably  brighter.  The 
minnow'  should  he  used  with  success,  and  as  far  as 
fly-fishing  is  concerned,  the  March  Brown  and  Duns 
will  render  as  good  an  account  of  themselves  as  any¬ 
thing,  should  not  the  water  become  discoloured.  There 
are  still  a  few  salmon  in  the  river,  and  some  are  re¬ 
ported  to  be  in  good  condition.  Mr.  T.  A.  Fisher,  who 
has  taken  a  number  of  heavy  salmon  this  season,  has, 
he  states,  added  two  more  to  his  list  of  captures,  the 
heaviest  weighing  12jlb. — an  exceedingly  good  one,  and 
a  nice  salmon  of  Gib.  The  third,  however,  was  in  poor 
condition,  although  clean,  and  weighed  about  81b.  This 
fish,  which  was  landed  in  the  presence  of  Capt.  Scott  and 
others,  was  returned  to  the  water  with  due  care,  but  did 
not  survive  its  capture,  so  severe  had  been  its  struggles. 
On  Thursday  there  was  a  fairly  plentiful  rise  of  the 
May-fly,  but  the  river  contained  a  considerable  quantity 
of  red  Yyrnwy  water,  and  sport  under  these  circum¬ 
stances  is  never  good. — Piscatoe. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — All  our  rivers  are  now  in  splendid  condition 
after  the  recent  rain,  and  grand  sport  is  being  obtained 
by  those  now  on  the  spot. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers. — In  some  parts  of 
Sussex  streams  are  almost  dry  and  trouting  records  nil, 
and  water  is  sold  at  .Id.  the  bucket.  From  the  Rother, 
near  Midhurst,  a  few  brace  have  been  taken  ;  one  fish 
weighed  11b.  Zoz.  By  early  and  late  fishing  trout  have 
been  secured  from  pools  in  the  Mid-Sussex  district. 


From  a  West-Sussex  stream  two  and  a  half  brace  of  good 
fish  were  taken  on  Monday,  weighing  together  41b.  2oz., 
but  streams  here  are  of  a  respectable  size  and  at  present 
running  fairly  high.  There  is  more  water  in  Chichester 
Canal  than  has  been  seen  for  some  seasons,  and  the  large 
carp  and  myriads  of  fish  to  be  seen  in  the  three  miles  of 
water  makes  one  long  to  be  at  them.  A  quantity  of 
mullet  and  bass  are  in  the  harbours  but  feed  shyly  at 
present.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Monday  the  rain  came  very  plen¬ 
tiful.  The  River  Taw  had  its  share,  a  rush  of  water 
2ft.  high  came  down,  and  carried  the  many  old  kelts 
down  to  the  tidal  water,  and  the  net  men,  who  have  had 
a  rather  bad  season,  took  hundreds,  which  were  packed 
up  and  sent  away  to  make  kippered  salmon.  Two 
noted  night-line  poachers  were  caught,  and  had  before 
the  magistrates  this  week,  and  had  to  pay  each. 
They  have  carried  their  practice  on  for  many  years 
undisturbed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Whitsuntide  will 
be  very  favourable  to  the  fly-fisherman.  A  few  fisher¬ 
men  are  about,  but  the  glut  of  worms  have  filled  the 
fish,  and  in  a  few  days  good  fly-fishing  will  be  certain. 
I  have  Just  beard  some  fresh  run  salmon  were  seen  to 
leap  up  the  Taw,  and  it  is  expected  that  many  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  old  kelts. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Knighton). — In  this  part  the  water  is  now 
running  low  and  clear.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  the 
ground  being  dry  has  sucked  all  the  rain  up,  and  but 
little  has  got  into  the  water  as  yet.  Fishing  in  this 
part  has  been  quiet,  owing  to  the  water  being  so  low. 
The  Mayfly  has  come  up,  and  there  is  now  some  prospect 
of  sport,  both  with  the  Cadow  and  other  flies.  A  few 
fish  have  been  taken,  but  sport  on  the  whole  is  quiet  as 
yet.  The  Stowe  is  low  and  clear. — R.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has 
changed  at  last,  and  on  Monday  a  heavy  thunderstorm 
came,  and  again  on  Wednesday,  and  has  made  the  fish 
move  better,  and  has  greatly  improved  the  water.  The 
fish  are  rising  well  at  the  Orl,  Governor,  Black  Gnat, 
Blue  Dun,  and  Downhill.  The  Cadow  or  May-fly  has 
begun  to  come  up  and  the  trout  take  them  freely,  and 
sport  will  be  dull  with  other  baits  when  they  are  on 
thick.  In  the  Ludford  Park  Pool  on  Saturday  Mr.  H. 
Brookes  landed  thirty-one  perch  with  the  worm.  Under 
Whitcliffe  seven  good  pike  were  seen  close  to  the  side  of 
the  river  on  Sunday.  lu  the  water  near  Castle  Mill 
some  nice  trout  were  landed  with  the  Cadow.  The 
Ashford  water  has  been  tried  with  success.  In  the 
Ludford  water,  Capt.  Parkinson  has  now  restricted  the 
fishing  to  fly  alone,  as  worm  fishing  is  looked  upon  as 
poaching.  In  the  Oakley  Park  water  sport  has  been 
fairly  good,  and  some  nice  trout  landed.  The  Ony, 
Uorve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  capital 
order,  having  been  refreshed  by  the  rain.  In  the 
Corve  sport  has  been  good.  The  trout  have  risen 
freely  at  the  Cadow,  and  since  it  has  been  up  the 
river  has  been  haunted,  one  angler  being  there 
morning,  noon,  and  night.  On  Saturday,  the  angler 
took  five  good  trout,  and  on  Sunday,  ten  trout : 
Monday,  five  trout ;  and  Tuesday,  eight  trout.  Mr. 
Stokes  has  taken  some  good  trout  with  the  w'orm;  Mr. 
Brookes  landed  a  trout,  IJlb.,  with  the  Cadow.  Sport 
in  the  Ony  and  Clun  has  been  good  and  some  nice  fish 
landed. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tentaury). — In  this  part  the  water  has  been 
visited  with  rain,  and  it  has  greatly  improved  the 
prospects  of  fishing.  The  ground  being  so  dry,  but 
little  was  got  in  the  river  to  colour  it,  and  sport  should 
be  good  with  the  fly  and  worm.  The  May-fly  is  now  on 
the  water,  and  the  fish  are  scarcely  looking  at  any  other 
bait,  and  good  sport  should  be  had  with  it,  especially 
bobbing  or  dibbing.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
several  nice  lots  of  trout  landed.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order.— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  —  We  have  had  some 
splendid  showers  this  week,  but  not  enough  to  rise  the 
river.  A  few  good  fish  have  been  taken  dapping  the  deep 
pools  in  the  shade.  I  saw  one  trout,  weighing  11b.  3oz., 
and  heard  of  one  being  caught,  2Jlb.  —  Practical 
Angler. 

Trent  (Newark). — A  glorious  rain  has  fallen  and 
brought  about  an  altered  condition  of  the  Trent,  a  rise 
of  about  18  inches  to-day  (Thursday)  bringing  down 
immense  quantities  of  flannel  weed,  which  will  con¬ 
siderably  enhance  the  prospects  of  the  coarse  Ashing 
season,  and  may  possibly  produce  another  run  of  salmon 
to  the  higher  reaches,  a.  consummation  which  would  be 
highly  appreciated  by  the  holders  of  licences  who  have 
experienced  cruel  disappointments  by  the  long-continued 
low  state  of  the  water.  Chub  never  showed  to  greater 
advantage  than  during  the  past  fortnight,  the  gravels  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Newark  literally  swarming  with 
“  logger-heads  :  ”  and  as  but  few  diseased  or  sickly  fish 
can  be  observed,  spawning  operations  have  progressed 
satisfactorily.— Trentsider. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Owing  to  no 
rain  tailing,  both  rivers  were  very  low  and  clear  during 
the  early  part  of  the  week,  and,  in  addition  to  this,  the 
weather  was  unusuaUy  hot  and  dry.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
surprising  that  sport  with  the  fly  was  not  of  the  best, 
in  fact  it  was  almost  useless  staying  out  during  the 
middle  of  the  day,  and  those  anglers  who  wisely  fished 
only  in  the  early  morning  and  evenings  did  far  the  best. 
Fortunately  the  much-needed  rain  fell  yesterday,  and 
although  it  has  put  a  good  deal  of  colour  into  both 
streams,  especially  the  Derwent,  they  will  soon  clear, 
and  good  sport  ought  certainly  to  be  obtained.  The 
May-fly  has  been  out  in  fair  quantities  every  day  this 
week,  and  I  hear  the  trout  are  taking  them  at  Bakewell. 
Here,  on  the  Derwent,  I  have  only  seen  an  odd  fish  take 
one,  but  they  are  sure  to  be  at  them  by  Saturday.  The 
outlook  for  the  holiday  anglers  has  not  been  so  good  for 


many  years  ;  the  May-fly  will  be  at  its  best ;  the  'VFyo 
at  Bakewell  is  sure  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  unless 
we  get  a  good  deal  of  heavy  rain,  the  Derwent  also  will 
be  in  grand  trim. — Dotterel. 

Tare  (Norwich). — Last  night  we  welcomed  the 
second  fall  of  rain  which  has  occurred  during  a  period 
of  nearly  eighty  days  in  Norwich.  Rain  has  fallen  in 
the  district  several  days  past,  and  everything  is  much 
benefited.  With  regard  to  angling,  catches,  both  bream 
and  roach,  have  been  had  both  on  this  river  and  the 
Bure,  On  the  latter  the  other  day  upwards  of  9st.  of 
bream  were  caught,  whilst  on  the  Yare  some  nice  roach 
were  taken  on  Tuesday,  and  last  week,  on  the  AVensum, 
a  specimen  bream  of  71b.  was  taken  by  a  Norwich 
angler.  I’ve  no  doubt  many  will  try  their  luck  on  our 
waters  during  the  holidays,  and  I  trust  St.  Lubbock’s 
day  may  be  fine,  badly  as  we  require  more  rain,  our 
rivers  being  much  below  their  usual  levels.  AVind, 
S.  by  AV.,  and  prospects  of  nice  growing  warm  showers. 
I’ve  Just  heard  that  some  largo  roach  were  caught  at 
Buxton  last  Saturday.  This  place,  like  Lenwade,  is 
celebrated  for  fine  fish  of  this  class. — Robert  Moll. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  &c. — Rain  has  fallen,  and  this  will 
considerably  improve  angling  prospects.  The  Stone-fly 
is  hatching  out  very  rapidly.  I  fished  the  Tanfield 
water  on  Monday  with  creeper,  the  result  being  a  dozen 
fine  trout.  I  also  landed  about  the  same  number  of 
grayling.  The  smelts  are  a  terrible  nuisance,  the  river 
swarms  with  them.  Brown  Owl  and  Stone  Midge  have 
killed  well  on  the  AVharfe  in  the  evening. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg', 
N.B.) — On  Friday  last  Mr.  H.  G.  Gandy  and  Mr.  W.  F. 
AVilson  fished  Loch  Cama  and  made  a  basket  of  four 
dozen  trout  which  aggregated  181b. — McB. 

Arne  (Taynuilt  Hotel  sections). — Mr.  Owen 
McDonald,  Taynuilt,  on  the  13th,  landed  a  fine  salmon  of 
191b  ,  and  on  the  loth  landed  two  nice  salmon,  of  121b. 
and  141b. 

Berriedale  (Caithness).— This  river  has  always 
been  considered  one  of  the  best  of  its  size  for  grilse. 
Trout  angling  in  some  of  the  many  burns  in  this  district 
is  generally  very  good.  The  trout  are  all  brown,  but 
very  plump  and  fat. — S.  C. 

Border  Esk. — Although  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
last  few  days,  the  Esk  is  still  very  low.  Good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  are  being  obtained.  Mr.  Alex. 
McMillan  had  a  full  creel  on  Saturday,  all  beautiful  fish, 
and  over  six  inches.  Sea-trout  are  now  in  the  river, 
and  after  the  first  flood,  no  doubt  there  will  be  swarms 
of  these  fish.  In  the  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  R.  Doughty, 
Byre  Cumfoot,  had  a  nice  new-run  sea-trout  weighing 
lib.  Sea-trout  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Liddle,  and  a  goo(i. 
many  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  below  Fenton 
Bridge.  Several  anglers  have  had  over  two  dozen  at  an 
evening’s  fishing. — A. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.). — River 
now  almost  dried  up.  The  only  fish  caught  since  las': 
report  were  three  salmon  weighing  81b.,  81b.,  and  91b., 
landed  on  Glencalvie  water  by  Mr.  AV.  Allis-Smith,  of 
Glencalvie. — McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  spring  season  is  over.. 
It  has  heen  a  partial  failure  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Dee,  a  good  average  on  the  middle  waters,  and  a  bril¬ 
liant  success  on  the  upper  pools.  Till  a  thorough 
freshet  sets  in,  the  summer  angling  will  be  a  blank. 
The  river  has  not  been  so  small  at  this  time  of  the  year 
for  the  past  score  of  years  at  least,  while  the  tributary 
streams  are  almost  dried  up.  On  the  Fife  Arms,  Mr. 
Duncan  Macnah  creeled  three  fine  fish  on  Thursday, 
scaling  71b.,  7Jlb.,  and  81b.,  and  two  on  Saturday,  of 
7ilb.  and  8lb.,  while  Mr.  Lament  had  one  of  61b.  On 
the  Invercauld  House  water,  Mr.  Alfred  Price,  of 
Kindrochet  Lodge,  landed  two,  scaling  .5Jlb.  and  71h., 
while  Mr.  AVilliam  Harring  had  a  small  fish  of  4lb. 
On  the  Balmoral  waters  an  occasional  fish  has  been 
got  during  the  week  by  Dr.  Profeit  and  the 
royal  keepers.  On  the  Ballater  section,  the  fine 
sport  enjoyed  daily  since  the  season  opened 
has  suddenly  collapsed  on  account  of  the  excessive 
drought.  The  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  noi- 
withstanding  this  and  that  angling  has  been  vigorously 
prosecuted  to  boot,  only  four  fish  were  killed  for  the 
week,  where  between  sixty  aud  seventy  have  been 
landed  hitherto.  Mr.  Coupland  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and 
81b.,  on  Friday,  and  one  of  61b.  on  Saturday,  while  Mr. 
Younger  had  one  of  81b.  on  Saturday.  On  the  Glen- 
Tana  waters  sport  has  also  been  very  slack.  Mr.  Barry 
had  one  of  91b.  on  Monday,  and  an  oocasional  fisn 
during  the  other  days,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Capel  eleven 
fish  on  the  upper  Glen-Tana  water.  On  the  Aboyne 
section,  Mr.  Chetewode  lauded  one  of  I2ilb.  on  Satur¬ 
day,  and  a  fine  fish  of  231b.  on  Monday,  while  Mr. 
G:ubb  creeled  one  of  9.jlb.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge 
water,  Mr.  Lamond  landed  one  of  8Jlb.  and  one  of  71b. ; 
while  John  Shepherd,  keeper,  had  also  one  of  71b.  On 
the  Carlogie  section,  Mr.  E.  R.  Tenant  creeled  one  Of 
71b.,  and  Mr.  AVinslowe  one  of  71b.  On  the  Borrow- 
stone  section,  Mr.  Percy  AVormald  landed  a  fine  fish 
of  181b.,  and  Coutts,  keeper,  Ballogie,  one  of  fljlb. 
On  the  lower  waters  only  an  occasional  fish  is  being 
landed.  Few  fresh  fish  have  entered  the  river,  and 
many  of  these  are  seriously  affected  with  8apr«legnia 
fera.i',  which  is  getting  more  and  more  en  evidence  in  the 
Dee  as  the  season  progresses.  The  yield  of  fish  on  the 
coast  has  much  improved,  and  the  first  grilse  of  the 
season  are  being  brought  to  market  from  the  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Board  stations.  Trouting  has  been  eminently 
successful  all  over  the  main  stream — the  tidal  fishing 
having  been  suspended  on  account  of  the  migration  of 
smolt.  On  the  Don  trouting  is  being  vigorously  prose- 
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cuted,  and  with  most  gratifying  success,  some  heavy 
baskets  having  been  made,  with  the  tiniest  of  flies,  on 
the  upper  waters  during  the  day,  and  with  the  small 
Phantom  in  the  deeper  pools  in  the  evening. 

Later. — A  bright  gleam  of  hope  was  excited  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  when  the  mountain  streams  came 
tumbling  down  with  the  heavy  but  short-lived  rains,  but 
again  matters  are  as  far  back  as  ever.  Fish  are  to  be 
seen  in  the  pools,  but  by  no  manner  of  means  can  they 
be  got  to  look  at  any  kind  of  lure,  and  most  of  those 
l)eing  got  are  far  from  fresh  fish.  On  the  Invercauld 
Arms  Dee  water,  Mr.  Conpland  had  one  fish  of  91b., 
one  of  OJlb.,  two,  of  91b.  and  81b.,  and  one  of  81b.  On  the 
Olen  Tana  waters  a  few  fish  were  landed,  while  on  the 
Kincardine  O’Neil  section,  Coutts  had  one,  81b.,  and  one, 
101b.,  on  the  Ballogie  water  ;  while  Mr.  Percy  Wormald 
creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.,  on  the  Borrowstone  water, 
and  Mr.  E.  P.  Tennant  one  of  81b.,  on  Carlogie  section. 
On  the  lower  waters  very  few  fish  have  been  seen  for  the 
past  month,  and  although  they  are  being  got  freely  on  the 
coast  netting  stations,  yet  the  river  stations  have  been 
almost  blanks.  On  the  deeper  pools  of  the  Don  some 
very  fine  trout  have  been  caught,  but  all  over  the  North 
angling  has  been  very  disappointing,  and  the  prospects 
are  meantime  dark  enough  as  long  as  the  present 
drought  continues. — Deesider. 

Severon  (Banfifsliire). — There  is  no  change  for 
the  l)etter  in  fishing  operations  in  this  district.  Almost 
nothing  has  been  done  with  the  rod.  The  net  fisher¬ 
men  were  busy  below  the  Bridge  of  Banff  last  week, 
but  they  only  succeeded  in  getting  a  few  trout  and 
salmon.  The  entire  catch  from  the  river  and  sea  for 
the  week  was  only  three  )>oxes,  compared  with  half  a 
score  for  the  same  week  last  year.  On  the  coast  of 
Oardenstown  the  nets  yielded  fairly  well,  although  not  so 
good  as  for  the  same  date  last  season.  The  lessee  sent 
four  small  boxes  to  the  markets.  The  average  weight 
of  salmon  is  101b,,  and  trout  111b.  Average  price  Is.  8d. 
per  lb. — H.  W. 

Dochart  (Perthshire).  —  Mr.  J.  J.  Spencer,  out 
from  Guib  Hotel,  on  Friday,  killed  nine  nice  trout,  and 
on  Saturday,  twenty,  in  first  class  condition. — Donald 
McNaughton. 

Bgliuton  Hotel  (LochPinlas,  Dalmellingtou). 

— Mr.  Robertson  Kilmarnoch,  fishing  from  the  Eglinton 
Hotel,  on  13th,  caught  forty-eight  trout.  Mr.  T.  K. 
Nicoll,  Glasgow,  from  same  hotel,  on  Loch  Doon,  on 
18th,  killed  forty-seven  trout,  heaviest  11b.  Sport  is 
still  good  on  the  lochs  here.  On  10th,  Mr.  Downie, 
keeper.  Loch  Doon,  hooked  a  salmon  on  Loch  Doon,  and, 
after  nearly  an  hour’s  play,  it  broke  his  line. — J.M. 

Helmsdale. — Still  no  rain.  Angling  is  at  a  stand¬ 
still.  During  the  week  I  have  only  heard  of  the 
capture  of  five  salmon  by  rod.  I  was  lately  congratu¬ 
lating  those  anglers  more  immediately  interested  in  this 
river  on  the  entire  absence  of  salmon  disease  from  it ; 
still,  disease  has  made  its  appearance  at  last  on  the 
upper  reaches. 

Isla  (Perth). — There  has  practically  been  no  angling 
for  some  time  on  this  stream.  The  tributaries  have 
dwindled  down  to  mere  streamlets,  and  for  the  season 
the  oldest  anglers  have  never  seen  the  streams  so  low, 
and  as  a  consequence,  are  very  dirty.  Sport  has  been 
poor  on  the  lochs  excepting  on  Lochmaneau.  Last  week 
Mr.  Coutts,  Glenshee,  on  this  loch,  which  is  about 
2G00ft.  above  sea  level,  and  which  we  have  seen  covered 
over  with  ice  in  June,  landed  eighteen  fine  fish,  of  an 
average  of  Jib.  each,  in  good  condition.  The  trout  of 
this  loch  are  said  to  be  as  fine  in  quality  as  those  of  any 
loch  in  Scotland. — Iasgair. 

Killin  Hotel  (Locli  Tay,  Perthshire).— May  12, 
Mr.  Richards,  one  salmon,  171b. ;  15th,  Mr.  Richards, 
ne,  211b. ;  17th,  Mr.  Richards,  one,  221b. — H.  Maiset. 

Eyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridgfe,  N.B.). — Mr. 
MacLennan  and  several  other  anglers  have  lately  been 
securing  some  beautiful  sea  trout.  The  net  salmon  fish¬ 
ings  are  still  very  unproductive  though  improving.  It 
is  calculated  that  during  the  past  week  the  total  weight 
of  salmon  despatched  to  Billingsgate  from  the  Kyle, 
combined  with  the  Skibo  fishings  at  the  head  of  the 
Dornoch  Firth  would  not  exceed  llcwt. — McB. 

Lairg,  N.B.— On  the  evening  of  Tuesday  lastjMr. 
John  Crozier  fished  the  sluice  pool,  and  landed  three 
trout,  nearly  Jib.  each.  Much  needed  showers  of  rain 
fell  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  total  being  Jin. 
Mr.  Crozier  killed  fourteen  trout  in  the  evening.  Good 
baskets  were  made  by  Mr.  Hugh  Mackay  and  Master 
William  Butters. — J.  Y. 

Loch  Awe  (LocR  Awe  Hotel).— May  10th,  Sir 
Henry  B.  Peirse,  Bedale,  six  trout ;  Messrs.  Latham 
and  Kidston.  fourteen  trout.  11th,  Sir  Henry  B.  Peirse 
ten  trout  ;  Mr.  Trevanion,  London,  eight  trout  ;  Mr. 
Lathom,  six  trout.  13th,  Mr.  Briggs,  ten  trout;  Sir 
Henry  B.  Peirse,  thirteen  trout.  15th,  Mr.  Heelis,  six 
trout;  Mr.  Briggs,  eighteen  trout;  Mr.  Trevanion.  six 
trout  ;  Mr.  Fullerton,  five  trout. — D.  Fraser. 

Loch.  Bochart. — Mr.  J.  J.  Spencer,  out  from  Luib 
Hotel  on  Friday,  killed  nine  nice  trout,  and  on 
Saturday  twenty,  in  first-class  condition. — Donald 
McNaughton. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  sport  has  been 
rather  variable  during  the  week.  Owing  to  the  pro¬ 
tracted  drought,  trolling  with  minnow  is  now  being  more 
resorted  to,  though  the  best  results  still  continue  to  be 
got  with  fly.  The  following  eight  angling  clubs  were  out 
during  the  week  ;  Kinross-shire  (twenty-one  rods),  total 
capture  with  fly,  122  trout,  1111b.  12Joz. ;  first  prize, 
Mr.  Ogilvy,  twelve  trout,  131b.  lloz.  ;  second,  Mr.  J. 
Macdonald,  ten  trout,  101b.  9oz. ;  third,  Mr.  Findlay, 
eleven  trout,  91b.  lljoz. ;  fourth.  Dr.  Home  Hay,  ten 
trout,  9lb.  lli-oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  G.  McLaren, 
21b.  loz.  The  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  Club,  with  twelve 
rods,  killed  sixty-one  trout,  521b.  lOoz. ;  Lst,  Mr.  D. 


Stewart,  eight  trout,  81b.  ;  heaHest  trout  21b.  Thirteen 
competitors  in  the  Fifeshire  Club  captured  fifty-eight 
trout.  441b.  7oz.  ;  first,  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  eight  trout, 
51b.  lloz.  The  St.  Andrew  (Edinburgh)  Club,  with  four¬ 
teen  rods,  captured  eighty-nine  trout,  801b.  lOoz. ; 
first,  Mr.  G.  Galloway,  thirteen  trout,  111b.  lloz.  ; 
second,  Mr.  J.  Paul,  twelve  trout,  lOlb.  15oz. ;  six 
members  of  the  Glasgow  Bohemian  Club  had  fifty- 
seven  trout,  391b.  ;  first,  Mr.  D.  F.  Buchanan, 
eleven  trout,  91b.  lloz.,  heaviest  trout  21b.  Cock- 
burn  (Edinburgh)  Club,  with  seven  rods,  had  thirty- 
one  trout,  241b.  5oz.  ;  first,  Mr.  J.  Millar,  eleven 
trout,  81b.  3oz.  Ten  competitors  in  the  Strath- 
earn  Club  landed  forty-five  trout,  391b.  13oz.  ; 

first,  Mr.  P.  Jack,  ten  trout,  101b.  ;  heaviest  trout, 
11b.  13oz.  The  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  Club,  with 
fourteen  competitors,  landed  a  meagre  total  of  twenty- 
five  trout,  20.Vlb.  ;  first,  Mr.  Mo(]'onnall,  six  trout, 
31b.  7oz.  Several  of  the  most  successful  private 
anglers  out  were ;  Mr.  W.  Briggs  and  Mr.  A.  B. 
Crichton,  Dundee,  fourteen  trout,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Sans, 
Bluebell  Hotel,  St.  Andrews,  sixteen  trout,  131b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  C.  Stuart,  Edinburgh,  fourteen  trout,  141b.  ;  Mr. 
Barry,  seventeen  trout,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Gillespie,  Alloa, 
twenty  trout,  191b. ;  Mr.  Y'oung,  Aberdour,  twenty-one 
trout,  201b. ;  Mr.  Knowles  and  Mr.  Eyre,  London, 
fourteen  trout,  121b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Knox,  Cambus,  thirteen 
trout,  151b.  8oz.  Later. — The  loch  still  continues 
to  afford  anglers  admirable  sport,  and  there  is  at  present 
a  great  demand  for  boats.  The  weather  has  been  over¬ 
cast  generally,  with  a  favourable  wind  from  the  east,  so 
that  fly-fishing  is  the  rule.  The  best  basket  obtained 
during  the  week  was  got  mostly  with  Green  and  Wood¬ 
cock,  and  Zulu  flies.  The  clubs  out  with  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  competitor  in  each  were  ; — Edinburgh  Waverley, 
Mr.  Laird  twelve  trout,  61b.  13oz.  ;  Bridge  of  Allan, 
Mr.  R.  T.  Annan,  sixteen  trout,  161b.  lOoz. ;  Glasgow 
Angling  Club,  Mr.  J.  Muir,  eight  trout,  101b.  ;  Glasgow 
St.  Mungo,  Mr.  Todd,  sixteen  trout,  141b.  loz.  On 
Saturday,  thirteen  boats  out,  with  private  anglers, 
landed  208  trout,  1861b.  12oz.,  or  an  average  of  fully 
141b.  per  boat.  The  three  moat  successful  were  Messrs. 
Eadie,  Paisley,  thirty  trout,  351b.  ;  Mr.  Purdie,  Glasgow, 
twenty-four,  231b.  8oz. ;  Messrs.  Ross  and  McNiven, 
Glasgow,  twenty,  191b.  The  total  capture  of  eight 
private  boats  out  an  Monday  was  155  trout,  1271b.  12oz., 
average  151b.  Most  successful ;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arndean, 
thirty-seven,  251b.  12oz.  ;  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Steel, 
Blackpath,  thirty,  261b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Menzies  and  Mr.  M. 
Reed,  Edinburgh,  twenty-eight,  241b.  The  total  capture 
on  Tuesday  by  nine  private  boats  showed  an  average  of 
131b.  The  most  successful  was  Mr.  Stevenson,  Stirling, 
twenty-two,  181b.  8oz.  Amongst  the  gentlemen  from 
England  out  were  Mr.  Lefroy,  Warwickshire ;  Messrs. 
Vaughan,  Newcastle;  and  Mr.  Jones,  London. — Robt. 
B.  Laing. 

LocR  Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).  —  During 
the  past  week  several  excellent  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  made  by  Mr.  John  McPherson.  Bridge  Hotel, 
Mr.  Powrie,  Perth,  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland,  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel,  Ardgay,  and  others.  Trout  are  in  capital  con¬ 
dition,  and,  taking  them  all  over,  weigh  close  on  41b. 
each.  On  Monday  this  week,  Mr.  J.  Mackintosh,  Gled- 
field,  made  a  nice  basket  of  one  and  a  half  dozen  trout. 
On  Tuesday  none  were  out. — McB. 

Haver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— So  far  a 
known  only  one  fish  has  been  caught  since  last  reported, 
viz.,  a  salmon  weighing  121b.,  by  Mr.  GriffiiEs,  Lyre 
Lodge,  on  beat  No.  2.  No  sport  need  be  expected  until 
heavy  rain  comes,  as  the  showers  which  occasionally 
fall  have  no  effect  on  the  river. — McB. 

Overscaig  Hotel  'Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) — On 
Tuesday  last  week,  which  was  very  hot  and  bright,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Archibald,  Edinburgh,  fished  Flag  beat.  Loch 
Shin,  and  got  twelve  trout,  71b.  On  Wednesday,  the 
same  party  on  Loch  Merkland,  nineteen  trout,  121b.  ; 
and  Miss  Mackay  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  Salmo  ferox 
weighing  71b.,  and  which  has  since  been  sent  to  Messrs. 
W.  A.  MacLeay  and  Son,  Inverness,  for  preservation. 
On  Thursday,  Mr.  Ensor,  Llanishen,  Wales,  on  Loch 
Griam,  three  trout,  21b.,  and  a  ferox  of  41b.  ;  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Arcibald,  on  Loch  Merkland,  fourteen  trout 
71b.,  and  a  ferox  of  91b.  On  Friday,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archibald,  thirty-six  trout,  121b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Ensor,  six  trout,  2Jlb. ;  while  on  Mid-Shin  beat, 
fair  baskets  were  made  by  Major  Allanby  and  (Tapt. 
Macrae,  Tain.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archibald, 
on  Upper  Shin  beat,  four  nice  trout,  and  &  ferox  of  41b. 
Mr.  Maonamara,  Enistymore,  Ireland,  and"  Mr.  Ensor 
made  middling  baskets  on  Mid-Shin;  anglers  out  only 
for  a  few  hours,  day  very  hot,  and  water  dead  calm. 
On  Monday  this  week,  Messrs.  Ensor  and  Macnamara 
fished  LochjMerkland  and  got  thirty-two  trout  aggregat¬ 
ing  131b.— McB. 

Panmure  Arms  Hotel  (Edzell).— Mr.  Hector 
Douglas  had  very  good  sport  yesterday  on  the  North 
Esk,  viz.,  twelve  splendid  yellow  trout.  Other  gentle¬ 
men  in  the  hotel  fair  sport,  although  the  water  is  low 
and  clear. — H.  Lyon. 

South,  of  Scotland. — With  a  falling  barometer, 
there  is  now  a  prospect  of  a  fall  of  rain.  Since  last 
week’s  report  the  rivers  show  no  change  beyond  that 
they  are  now  about  as  low  as  they  possibly  can  be. 
South- country  anglers  have  no  idea  how  low  the  rivers 
in  the  South  of  Scotland  are.  It  is  possible  to  walk 
over  many  of  the  streams  in  Dumfriesshire  without 
wetting  the  feet,  and  several  of  the  fi.sh  passes  are  dry. 
No  migratory  fish  can  get  above  the  reaches  of  the  tide¬ 
ways  in  many  of  the  rivers  this  week.  From  the 
reports  gathered  in  the  district,  large  numbers  of  sea 
trout  are  hanging  about  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  in  the 
Solway,  just  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  extensive  netting  pur¬ 
sued  day  and  night  for  six  days  out  of  the  seven.  The 


old  game  of  hanging  sea  trout  by  whammelling  with  drift 
nets  in  the  Solway  has  already  commenced  this  year  again 
in  the  Annan  district  of  the  firth.  Four  boats  with  long 
stretches  of  nets  were  at  work  last  week,  and  I  learn  on 
good  authority  that  other  six  boats  will  be  at  work  in  a  few 
days.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  destruction  of 
sea  trout  about  to  enter  the  rivers  when  it  is  stated  that 
one  boat  had  last  week  twenty  fine  sea  trout  in  a  single 
tide.  This  is  a  mere  tithe  of  the  catches  that  will  be 
made  in  a  few  days.  The  Carlisle,  Eden,  the  Border 
Esk,  the  Annan,  the  Nith,  and  all  the  other  Solway 
rivers  must  necessarily  suffer,  and  that  severely,  by  this 
immense  drain  of  the  run  of  sea  trout  to  their  rivers. 
How  fishery  boards  and  others  interested  in  the  deve¬ 
lopment  of  our  rivers  can  stand  callously  aside  without 
protesting  against  this  immense  slaughter  and  ruination 
of  the  sea  trout  migration,  is  beyond  my  comprehension. 
Probably,  in  a  few  years’  time,  when  sea  trout  are  about 
exterminated,  there  will  be  a  big  howl  when  too  late 
What  we  as  anglers  want  is  a  law  compelling  netsmen 
to  carry  on  their  calling  at  a  certain  distance 
from  the  mouths  of  our  rivers.  Salmon  and  sea  trout 
entering  the  rivers  just  now,  run  up  a  short  distance, 
and,  finding  the  streams  impossible,  fall  back  to  the 
sea,  and  at  once  become  a  prey  to  the  nets.  These  are 
facts  well-known  to  those  who  have  given  the  matter 
close  study. — Annan — This  river  remains  practically  in 
the  same  condition  as  that  reported  on  last  week.  Ther? 
has  been  no  sport  beyond  a  few  yellow  trout  caught  hero 
and  there  with  brandling  worm.  An  angler  killed,  the 
otherday  two  sea  trout  with  this  lure  behind  the  Water¬ 
mill  wheel.  One  of  the  trout  weighed  2Jlb.  A  gentle¬ 
man  fishing  the  Mount  Annan  water  has  been  getting 
several  fairly  nice  brown  trout.  Some  sport  is  reported 
from  the  higher  waters,  but  from  what  I  learn  the 
reports  are  not  reliable. — Nith. — I  looked  over  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  this  river  personally  the  other  day 
and  everywhere  the  sport  is  at  a  standstill.  I  never 
saw  the  Nith  so  low.  Anglers  living  in  the 

neighbourhood  of  the  river  tell  me  that  the  water  has 
not  been  so  low  for  thirty-five  years. — Border  Esk. — 
This  fine  old  angling  river  is  at  a  very  low  ebb  just  now, 
and  it  is  in  a  filthy  state  at  the  bottom.  Indeed,  the 
river  is  giving  off  an  offensive  odour  on  some  of  the 
stretches.  I  hear  of  a  couple  of  sea  trout  being  killed 
in  the  Liddle  water,  and  a  few  small  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  appear  to  be  the  total  of  the  sport  for  some  weeks 
past. — Galloway  Rivers. — No  sport  is  repotted  from 
the  Galloway  rivers,  the  Fleet,  the  Dee,  the  Urr,  and 
other  district  waters.  On  the  lochs  in  the  district  some 
nice  brown  trout  have  been  killed  of  late.  Altogether 
the  present  season  has  been  the  best  for  loch  fishing  for 
some  years,  and  everywhere  the  trout  are  in  splendid 
condition  with  the  abundance  of  fly  this  year. — 
Ayrshire  Lochs. — Capital  sport  is  still  being  had  on 
the  Ayrshire  Lochs.  Both  Loch  Doon  and  Loch  Finlas, 
near  Dalmellingtou,  have  been  fishing  well.  On  Loch 
Doon,  the  other  day,  Mr.  William  Wallet,  out  from  the 
Eglinton  Hotel,  killed  five  dozen  and  three  loch  trout, 
which  weighed  131b.  7oz.  Other  anglers  have  had  good 
catches  this  week.  On  Loch  Finlas,  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Hamilton,  Cairnhill,  landed  tour  dozen  and  five, 
and  several  other  rods  did  equally  as  well  on  other  days- 
— Loch  Skene. — Fair  sport  has  been  had  on  this  loch 
of  late.  The  largest  trout  killed  this  season  fell  to  the 
rod  of  Mr.  James  Thomson-Groig,  of  Moffat,  who  landed 
a  brace  weighing  lib.  each.  The  trout  do  not  attain  a 
large  size  on  this  loch,  but  a  late  cross  between  the 
Loch  Leven  and  the  natives  of  Loch  Skeine,  introduced 
a  year  ago,  bid  fair  to  improve  the  size  of  the  trout. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Angling  conditions  remain 
much  the  same  as  when  I  wrote  a  week  ago.  In  every 
sense  of  the  word  the  present  is  proving  to  be  the  dead 
early  period  of  the  year  for  angling.  Naturally, 
anglers  are  not  in  the  best  of  moods,  for  it  is  only  bj‘ 
persistent  lashing  away  at  the  water  that  any  sport  is 
got  even  in  the  upper  pools,  which,  as  a  rule,  fish  well  at 
this  period  when  nothing  is  got  further  down.  Among 
the  sportsmen  who  do  not  lake  defeat  easily  is  Lord 
Westmoreland,  who,  fishing  on  the  Pitcroy  water,  killed 
on  Wednesday  a  salmon  of  91b.  ;  on  Thursday,  one  of 
121b.  ;  and  on  Friday,  another  of  81b.,  certainly  good 
work  under  such  adverse  conditions.  The  only  fish 
caught  on  the  lower  reaches  was  one  of  6Jlb.,  taken 
from  the  Aikenway  water  on  Thursday  by  Lord 
Garioch.  The  natural  minnow  has  proved  a  suc¬ 
cessful  lure  lately.  The  lack  of  rain  does  not 
seem  to  affect  the  fishing  on  the  coast,  which  con¬ 
tinues,  on  the  whole,  to  bo  well  maintained.  Last  week 
the  Duke’s  netsmen  at  Bearshead  landed  some  27cwt. 
The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  also  caught  in  the 
nets  there  on  Wednesday  (10th),  weighing  21b.  Bailie 
Macdougall,  Rothes,  has  received  from  four  Rothes 
“loons”  in  New  York  the  sura  of  .£1  towards  the 
defence  fund  in  the  Spey  fishing  dispute  case.  Rain 
seems  to  be  as  far  off  as  ever,  and,  unless  matters  mend 
somehow,  and  that  soon,  an  incalculable  amount  of 
mischief  is  bound  to  be  done,  if  it  has  not  already  been 
done. — J.  M. 

Thurso  and  Lochmore  (Halkirk).— The  angling 
for  salmon  on  the  river  aud  loch  is  a.?  poor  as  can  be. 
Loohmore  has  ceased  to  yield  sport,  and,  judging  from 
former  years,  we  may  conclude  that  the  spring  angling 
is  over  for  this  year — the  poorest  on  record. — A.  H. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— At  last  the  heait  of  the 
Waltonian  is  made  glad.  Rain  has  fallen.  A  falling 
barometer,  shifty  winds,  and  other  signs  gave  notice 
that  rain  was  not  far  off  at  times,  but  did  not  last. 
What  has  fallen,  however,  will  help  to  freshen  up 
mother  earth.  The  condition",  of  the  rivers  have  not 
improved  during  the  past  week,  and  rather  worse  than 
otherwise  for  angling  purposes.  Both  Tweed  and  Teviot 
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are  very  foul  in  their  bottoms,  while  the  surfaces  of  the 
streams  are  not  of  the  purest  description.  Many  anglers 
have  been  out  lately,  but  they  have  not  obtained  much 
success,  neither  during  the  day  or  in  the  evening. 
Jiany  takes  have  been  made,  but  the  best  baskets 
to  about  31b.  An  occasional  basket 
ot  mb.  was  got  by  one  experienced  angler  on 
Monday,  but  this  weight  is  seldom  reached  just  now. 
On  the  Teviot  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  J.  G-  Hardy,  of 
-blnwick,  had  several  nice  trout  indeed,  including  one 
well  over  11b.  in  weight ;  and  Mr.  Kirkcaldy  and  Mr. 
Murray  had  good  baskets  on  the  Tweed.  On  the  Mer- 
toun  water,  late  on  Saturday  evening,  Mr.  Andrew 
Ooodfellow,  keeper  to  Lord  Polwarth,  killed  four  very 

u  ^  trout  averaging  lib.  each.  It  is  also  reported  that  in 
the  district  many  dead  and  dying  fish  are  to  be  seen, 
some  of  which  are  badly  marked  with  the  fungoid 
disease,  and  an  eel  nearly  covered  with  the  fungus  was 
token  out  of  the  river  here,  close  to  the  bank.  In  the 
Kelso  district,  the  disease  is  scarcely  to  be  seen  any¬ 
where  about.  On  the  Till,  Mr.  Wm.  Morton,  while 
nshing  near  Doddington  Bridge,  killed  a  very  fine  fish, 
weighing  41b.  15oz.  It  afforded  splendid  sport  before 
being  secured,  and  the  play  was  watched  with  interest 
by  spectators  on  the  bridge,  who  loudly  applauded  the 
after  his  well-earned  success. — Maxwheel. 

Whitadder  (Ellemford)  . — Eiver  much  the  same 
smce  my  last  report.  Trout  are  taking  the  creeper, 
hriday,  May  5,  Mr.  Steed  had  forty-two  trout;  Mr. 
McKenzie,  eighteen  trout ;  Dr.  Messer,  eleven.  6th,  Mr, 
seventy-four  ;  Mr.  Sidney  Wilson,  thirteen, 
oth,  Mr.  Steed,  thirty  ;  Mr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  seven  ;  Mr. 
Sidney  Wilson,  six.  9th,  Mr.  Steed,  sixteen  (weighing 
^1®-)  Wth,  Mr.  Steed,  sixteen  ;  Mr.  J.  S.  Wilson,  four  ; 
Mr.  Sidney  Wilson,  three.  Very  little  change  since  la.st 
report,  with  this  exception,  that  the  May-fly  season  is 
now  on.  A  good  warm  day  is  all  that  is  required.  The 
la.st  two  days  the  wind  has  been  east  and  cold.  On 
the  l(4h,  Mr.  Steed  had  seventy  trout,  Ifl.llb.,  with  May¬ 
fly.— R.  J.  Fenton.  >  -  >  j 

Irish  Reports. 

Balliuderry  (East  Tyrone).  — Water  is  very  low, 
and,  although  it  has  been  threatening  rain  since  Sunday, 
none  scarcely  has  fallen.  Consequently  I  have  not  much  ! 
to  chronicle.  Last  Thursday  and  Friday  Mr.  John 
Kinley,  on  the  Tullyleggan  preserves  of  his  brother, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Kinley,  had  a  few  trout.  The  following 
Monday  Mr.  Richard  Stevenson  and  Mr.  C.  R.  Steven¬ 
son,  on  this  water,  killed  thirt.y-six  trout — about  IGlb. 
in  all— on  the  natural  black  fly.  Innumerable  pike 
were  killed  early  in  this  week  on  the  lower  reaches  and 
an  odd  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Slack  water  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone). — Fishing  is 
at  a  low  ebb,  in  fact  almost  at  a  standstill.  The  only 


bag  worth  recording  was  three  lib.  trout,  killed  by  Mr. 
John  Mills,  and  a  large  roach  taken  on  a  Hare’s  Ear. 
The  present  extraordinary  drought  will  cause  a  serious 
diminution  in  the  smolts,  as  these  cannot  get  away,  and 
i<  prey  to  the  pikes.  A  correspondent  says  : 

These  rascally  weirs  hinder  the  free  run  of  the  water, 
and  the  consequence  is,  that  on  Sundays  and  parts  of 
other  days,  the  river  is  completely  dry.  Perhaps,  when 
the  fish  are  entirely  extinct,  the  authorities  will  put 
their  laws  in  motion,  as  the  mill  owners  seem  to  be  the 

lords  of  creation’  as  far  as  fish  are  concerned.”  I 
quite  agree  with  my  correspondent.  On  the  upper 
sections.  Dr.  Swann,  Mr.  K.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Ledger  are 
credited  with  light  bags  of  trout.— J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes. — River  very  low. — M.  R. 

Busk  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— There  is  no 
sport  to  record  on  the  lower  sections  of  this  fine  stream, 
which  is  extremely  low.  I  have  been  positively 
informed  that  Sir  Francis  Macnaghten,  Bart.,  does  not 
purpose  to  let  to  rods  his  sections  of  the  Bush,  but  will 
reserve  it  for  visitors  at  Dundarave.  At  the  last  local 
petty  sessions  a  man,  named  James  Adair,  was,  at  the 
instance  of  Sir  Francis,  prosecuted  for  and  convicted  of 
attempting  to  snatch  a  salmon — probably  a  kelt.  Adair 
admitted  the  offence,  and  was  fined  in  .£5  and  costs  or 
two  months  hard.  Served  him  right.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne.— Only  one  salmon  angler  is  out  on  the  Erne  yet, 
but  trout  fishing  is  first  class,  several  fish  up  to  91b. 
being  taken  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Bally- 
shannon.  The  May-fly  is  up  on  the  lough.— M.  E. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
at  salmon  continues  poor,  but  only  one  angler  has  stuck 
daily  to  the  fishing.  The  angler  referred  to  is  Michael 
Brennan,  who  has  had  three  salmon  last  week,  weighing 
ll^lb.,  111b.,  and  9lb.  The  brown  trout  fishing  has 
improved,  and  some  good  baskets  were  had  by 
M.  Brennan,  D.  Leary,  Ked  Dennehy,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  and  a  few  others.  White  trout  angling  has 
not  yet  afforded  any  sport. — Thos.  J.  Dennehy. 

Lough  Slelvin. — For  most  of  the  past  week  sport 
was  very  poor  owing  to  the  long  spell  of  dry  weather. 
Rain  is  falling,  and  it  will  doubtless  improve. — M.  R. 

Moy  and  Lakes  Balliua. — The  river  is  low,  and 
we  want  rain  badly,  which  is  now  coming  down  heavily 
with  thunder  and  lightning.  If  it  continues  for  any 
time  a  good  flu.sh  of  fresh  water  will  be  the  result.  The 
grilse  are  running,  and  it  only  wants  a  nice  flood  to 
bring  them  in  hundreds.  Sport  has  not  been  good  last 
week,  owing  to  the  bright  sultry  days.  A  few  salmon 
were  killed  by  Mr.  Bnrchell,  Mr.  Bourke,  and  Dr.  Benn, 
and  a  sea  trout  of  .3Jlb.  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Bourk.  Trout 
fishers  on  the  loughs  are  not  doing  as  well  as  they  ought 
to,  but  with  this  welcome  change  of  weather  no  doubt 
sport  will  improve.  Colonel  Hacket  had  one  day  a 
nice  trout  IS^lb.,  with  six  smaller  ones,  averaging  close 
on  the  pound  a-piece,  and  another  day  he  killed  four 


trout,  71b.,  and  six  smaller  ones,  4Jlb.  Mr.  Dames  Long- 
worth,  Mr.  Slater,  Captain  Jones,  Mr.  Rickard  Phillips, 
had  fair  baskets  of  fish  on  difi’erent  days,  ranging 
from  81b.  to  121b.  in  weight.  Mr.  Waddingfton,  on  the 
,  16th,  two  salmon,  weighing  121b.,  13JIb.,  and  five  trout, 
5Jlb.  ;  and  on  the  17th  Mr.  Tonksone  salmon,  121b., .and 
six  trout,  largest  fish  2Jlb. 

Oweuea,  Ardara  (co.  Donegal). — Like  all  the 
other  streams  there  is  being  very  little  done  on  the 
Owenea.  This  stream  was  never  known  to  be  so  abnor¬ 
mally  low.  Any  amount  of  salmon  are  lying  in  the 
lower  channel  awaiting  the  floods,  so  long  delayed. 
Brown  trout  fishing  on  some  of  the  lakes  in  rough 
weather  has  been  pretty  good.  I  have  just  been 
informed  that  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham  has  granted 
to  Mr.  Neil  McNele’s  (Nesbitt’s  Arms)  the  privilege  of 
five  rods  angling  on  the  lower  six  miles  of  this  river 
during  this  season.  Under  ordinary  circumstances 
angling  is  considered  good  on  this  part  of  the  river  till 
the  end  of  August,  after  which  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
;  river  are  considered  the  better. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — The 
weather  has  undergone  a  complete  change  since  this  day 
i  week,  and  now  we  may  at  any  moment  expect  to  see 
I  clouds  of  green  drake  all  over  the  lake.  Then  the  grand 
sport  will  commence  in  earnest :  Up  to  the  present, 
although  several  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  made, 
the  trout  have  fought  rather  shy  of  the  fly.  Since 
wi-iting  the  above  I  have  had  a  row  for  a  couple  of  miles 
up  the  lake,  and  on  going  ashore  was  delighted  to  find 
the  gorse  bushes  positively  spangled  with  green  drake. 
I  saw  about  fifteen  boats  out  drifting,  and  the  ripple  was 
j  simply  perfect.  Killaloe  is  thronged  with  English  visitors. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  baskets  made  so  far : 

I  May  11,  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley,  Birmingham,  four  trout, 
81b.  ;  12th,  ]4Hb.  ;  13th,  Mr.  W.  Young  and  Mr.  Thornley 
fishing  in  the  one  boat,  15|lb. ;  one  a  gillaroo  of  51b.  was 
killed  by  Mr.  Young,  who  also  landed  a  brown  trout  of 
41b.  ;  Mr.  D’Arcy  Hutton,  Fermoy,  four,  largest  2Jlb. ; 
Mr.  E.  Dunsoomlje  and  Mr.  E.  Pike,  Cork,  1.51b.  ;  14th, 

:  same  rods,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Collins,  one,  4|lb.  15th,  Mr.  E. 

I  Townsend,  two  trout  3ilb.,  and  one  pike,  1.51b.,  this 
I  beast  had  in  its  pantry  a  trout  of  lib.  16th,  Mr.  A.  P. 

•  Thornley,  and  Mr.  S.  A.  Hurley,  four  trout,  81b  ;  Mr.  E. 

Townsend,  six  trout,  largest,  3|lb.  ;  one  pike,  and  three 
i  perch,  the  pike  was  caught  on  the  dap,  and  when  opened 
j  its  stomach  was  stuffed  with  green  drakes  ;  several  other 
rods  have  made  some  nice  baskets  :  For  instance  Capt. 
Tipping,  Derry  Castle,  killed,  in  one  day,  dapping,  seven¬ 
teen  trout,  weighing  311b.  Col.  Goorge  Spaight,  Derry 
j  Castle,  has  also  killed  very  many  large  trout  on  the  lake. 

;  On  the  salmon  beats  the  following  fish  have  been  landed 
during  the  week  ;  May  11,  T.  Grimes,  one  salmon,  231b, ; 
13th,  J.  Johnson  and  J.  Daly,  one,  161b.  ;  14th,  John 
I  Barry,  fishing  for  Mr.  W.  Young,  four  extremely  hand¬ 
some  salmon,  30ilb.,  17Jlb.,  171b.,  and  lOJlb.,  total  75ilb. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAYS.— TOURIST  FORTNIGHTLY,  and  FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY 
CHEAP  TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Waltou-on-Naze,  Harwich,  Dovereourt,  Felixtowe,  .41deburgh,  Southwold,  and.Hunstanton,  are  issued 
OT  all  trains  from  London  (Liverpool-etreet),  also  from  G.E.  Suburban  Stations  at  same  fares  ns 
Horn  Liverpool-street.  These  Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued  from  St.  Paneras  (Midland)  ami  KentlBh 
Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth.  Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  D.\Y  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE,  Ac. 

.SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  Back  2s.  6d.  From  Liverpool-street,  Fenohurch-street.  Stepney, 
Biehopsgate,  Bethnal- green,  Cobom-road,  Stratford,  Forest-gate,  &e. ;  and  from  all  stations  on  the 
Enfield,  Walthamstow,  Loughton,  Woolwich,  Blaekwail,  and  North  London  lines.  On  Whit-Monday 
Through  Fast  Trains  will  run  at  Frequent  Intervals  from  Liverpool-street,  commencing  at,  (i..30  a.m', 
and  from  Fenchurch-street  at  8,47,  8.47, 10.47,  and  11.47  a.m.  Through  Excursion  Tickets  to^Southend 
are  also  issued  from  stations  on  the  Metropolitan  Railway,  viil  Bishopsgate  and  Liverpool-street. — 
CLACTON.  V'ALTON,  and  HARWICH  and  Back,  4s.  From  Liverpool-street  on  Whit-Sunday  at 
^10  a.m.,  and  on  Whit-Monday  at  8.20  a.m.— YARMOUTH  and  Back,  5s.  On  Whit-Monday  from  St. 
Paneras  (Midland)  at  G.;-5,  and  Kentish  Town  at  7.0  a.m. — LOWESTOFT  and  Back,  -5s.  On  Whit- 
Monday,  from  Liverpool-street.  at  8.0  a.m.— CAMBRIDGE,  4s.,  and  ELY,  .is.  On  Whit-Monday.  from 
Liverpool-street,  at  8.4-5  a.m.,  and  St.  Paneras  and  Kentish  Town  at  '.).l-5  a.m. — BROXBOITRNE  and 
RYE^ HOUSE,  Is.  6d.  Daily  from  Liverpool-street,  Ac.;  also  froni  New-cross  (L.B.  and  .S.O.),  Ac. ;  and 
on  Week  Days  only  from  St.  Paneras  ami  Kentish  Town.  On  Whit-Monday  Special  Trains  will  run. 
as  required,  from  Liverpool-street. — EPPING  FOREST,  Is.  Daily  from  Liverpool-street,  Gospel 
Oak,  Fenchurch-street,  New-cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.),  Ac.  On  Whit-Monday  a  special  Service  of  Trains 
will  run  between  Liverpool-street  and  Chingford,  Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford,  and  Liverpool-street 
and  Fenchurch-street  and  Loughton. — For  full  particulars  see  Bills. 

London.  May,  1811.3.  WM.  BIBT,  General  Manager. 


OTICE. — Tourists  about  to  visit  Ballina  would 
do  well  to  consult  the  undersigned  in  the  first 
instance,  as  he  is  in  a  position  to  SUPPLY  FIRST 
CLASS  BOATS  and  ATTENDANCE,  togetner  with  be*‘t 
Flies  of  his  own  manufacture,  r-ultable  for  either  lake 
or  river,  on  the  most  moderate  terms. — Applications  by 
post  punctually  attended  to.— Note  address,  JOHN 
DEVERS,  Professional  Rod  and  Gun  Sportsman, 
Ballina,  Co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 

FREE  SALMON  and  GRILSE, 

Sea  &  Brown  Trout,  large  Pike,  on  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen.  Comfortable  Accom¬ 
modation  to  be  had  at  Jas.  Madden’s, 
within  two  minutes’  walk  of  the  Lough.  ' 
— For  reliable  information  apply  to  Jim  i 
Heaens,  Professional  Fisherman,  Ballina, 
Co.  Mayo,  Ireland,  as  to  state  of  water 
and  run  of  fish,  and  best  time  to  come. 

FASHIONS  OF  TO-DAY 

FOR  JUNE 

Will  be  ready  on  MAY  26th. 


OWENA  RIVER.  CO.  DONEGAL- 
I  T)AY  TICKETS,  at  5s.  per  rod,  will  be 

'  issued  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  river 

during  the  season.  Not  more  than  five  rods 
,  allowed,  and  no  Sunday  Ashing. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to 
i'  Mk.  NEIL  MoNELIS, 

I  NESBITT’S  ARMS  HOTEL, 

ARDARA,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


NORWAY. 

^''O  LET.  —  Country  BOARD  and 
LODGINGS.  FREE  FISHING  in 
lakes  and  river,  31s.  6d.  a  week  ;  sahnon 
river  (two  rods),  £12. 

SHOOTING  (sixteen  square  miles)  and 
dog,  £10. 

BARNBY,  Trondlijem. 


OGDEN  <&,  SCOTFORD 

(Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers), 

PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM  (Late  28,  winchcomb  street). 

ORIGINAL  MAKERS  of  the  “MULTUM’IN-PARVO”  FLY  RODS.  Price  21s.  each. 

Fitted  with  Leathe-,  Cork,  or  Wood  Handles.  In  all  Sizes,  8  to  12  Feet. 

Sole  Makers  of  Mr.  Goodeve’s  Pattern  May-Plies,  wkicli  kill  better  than  any  other.  A  perfect  Proater,  post  free  6s.  doz. 

Makers  of  EVERY  DESCRIPTIOK  of  SALMON,  GRILSE,  &  TROUT  RODS, 

In  Greenheart,  Blue  Mahoe,  and  Built  Cane. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  Tied  to  Order,  Despatched  Same  Day  as  Order  Received. 

Our  Only  Address  is  PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM.  Please  Note. 


384 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[May  20,  1893 


— a  good  day’s  sport  considering  the  low  water  and 
bright  sun ;  W.  Ellis,  one,  101b.  ;  15th,  Mr.  J.  W.  Young, 
two  freshly-run  salmon,  191b.  and  161b. — S.  J.  Htirlet. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— We  now  hope  to  see 
improved  fishing,  as  a  break  has  occurred  in  the 
weather,  and  heavy  rain  fell  last  night.  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams  got  on  Prospect,  10th,  one  salmon,  71b.  ;  13th, 
one  salmon,  14lb, ;  ICth,  two  salmon,  101b.  and  141b.  ; 
and  on  Newgarden,  12th,  one  salmon,  171b. ;  16th,  one 
salmon,  91b.  On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  got  one 
.salmon,  181b.,  on  10th.  The  fishermen  of  Mr.  A.  W. 
Cox  got  one  salmon,  131b.,  on  Woodlands,  on  13th.  On 
Snmmerhill  and  De  Burgho,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  got  one 
salmon, 91b., on  12th. —John  Enright  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mulligar).— The  fishing  on 
the  Westmeath  Lakes,  and  especially  on  Lough  Ennell, 
has  been  far  in  a  way  the  best  enjoyed  for  the  past  ten 
years.  As  a  matter  of  course  some  anglers  have  not 
been  eminently  successful,  but  it  is  only  the  exception 
•which  proves  the  rule.  Lough  Owel  has  not  been  much 
patronised  this  season,  although  the  rise  of  May-fly  is  a 
great  improvement  on  former  years,  and  trout  are  abun¬ 
dant.  Your  correspondent  tried  yesterday  and  got 
seven  beauties,  amongst  which  were  two  of  2ilb.  and 
2ib.,  the  remainder  averaging  lib.  each.  On  Lough 
Ennell,  on  Friday  last,  self  and  better  half  had  fourteen 
trout,  301b.  ;  on  Saturday,  twelve,  and  a  friend  five, 
which  together  weighed  20ib.,  total  to  boat  for  two  days 
501b.  On  Monday,  six  weighing  101b.  and  so  on.  Quite 
a  fleet  of  boats  are  fishing  Lough  Ennell,  visitors  are 


arriving  every  day,  and  the  fishing,  which  is  now  nearly 
a  month  on.  seems  to  be  rather  improving  than  other¬ 
wise.  I  understand  a  special  train  will  run  from  Dublin 
and  intermediate  stations  on  Whit  Monday,  to  accommo¬ 
date  anglers  who  wish  to  have  a  day  on  the  M  estmeath 
Lakes. — T.  J  W. 

SEA  FISHERIES’  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  occasion  of  their  third  sitting,  Mr.  Marjori- 
banks  in  the  chair,  the  Select  Committee  heard  some 
important  evidence  from  gentlemen  interested  in  dif¬ 
ferent  branches  of  the  trade.  The  first  three  witnesses 
were  vendors  of  fried  fish,  and  their  remarks  contained 
some  instructive  facts  bearing  upon  the  depletion  of 
the  fisheries. 

One  and  all  were  in  favour  of  restrictive  legislation, 
having  experienced  during  the  last  ten  years  a  steady 
(not  fluctuating)  decrease  in  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  fish  landed. 

Still  more  interesting  was  the  testinaony  of  Mr. 
Normington,  one  of  the  admirals  of  the  Grimsby  trawl¬ 
ing  fleets.  What  the  precise  nature  of  this  dignitary’s 
duties  may  be,  beyond  pioneering  the  smacks  to  the 
fishing  ground  (at  a  fee  of  3d.  per  boat),  seems  some¬ 
what  doubtful ;  but  his  experiences  have  certainly 
been  most  varied.  He  considered  that  Grimsby  is  at 
present  unanimous  in  favour  of  decided  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  more  especially  in  the  shape  of 
a  measure  establishing  as  illegal  the  sale  or  purchase  of 
immature  flat  fish.  The  proposed  extension  of  the 


territorial  limit  would  in  no  way  affect  the  Grimsby 

smacks,  nearly  all  of  which  fished  at  some  considerable 
distance  from  our  own  coasts.  Legislation,  in  the  shape 
of  the  above  Act,  would,  he  reminded  the  committee,  be 
virtually  international,  since  there  is  no  ma,rket  for 
these  undersized  fish  in  any  other  country ;  and  to 
remove  the  motive  for  landing  them  would  be  equivalent 
to  any  more  active  form  of  prohibitive  legislation. 

He  was  followed  by  two  Brixham  delegates,  who,  as 
usual,  differed  from  all  that  the  Grimsby  trawler  had 
adduced,  stoutly  protesting  against  any  real  falling  ofl:  in 
the  Channel  fisheries,  and  therefore  equally  averse  to 
any  legislative  reform,  for  which  they  averred  there 
was  absolutely  no  necessity. 

The  principal  evidence  tendered  before  the  Sea- 
Fisheries  Select  Committee  on  Thursday  afternoon  came 
from  two  representatives  of  Lowestoft  and  Ramsgate, 
both  ardent  opposers  of  any  kind  of  legislation,  followed 
by  Mr.  Murrell,  manager  of  the  Grimsby  Ice  Company, 
and  Mr.  Jex.  of  London,  who  were  just  as  emphatic 
advocates  of  Government  action. 

The  only  remedy  which  the  Lowestoft  delegate,  cross- 
examined  by  Lord  George  Hamilton,  could  suggest,  was 
the  prevention  of  further  introduction  of  “foreign” 
capital  into  the  industry.  Mr.  Jex  showed  specimens 
of  twelve  inch  brill  and  turbot,  and  seven  inch  soles,  a 
disgrace,  he  averred,  to  the  industry,  and  by  no  means 
reflecting  great  credit  on  the  legislature  that  perrnitted 
their  sale.  Mr.  Berrington  (Board  of  Trade),  will  be 
called  next  Tuesday. 


M  A  Y'FLIES. 

FLOATING,  es.,  SUNK  or  HACKLE,  4s.  per  dozen,  on  Eyed  Hooks  or  14in.  Gut. 

The  Heaviest  Baskets  on  record  were  made  last  season 

with  James  Ogden’s  Gem  Patterns. 


28, 


WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

JAMES  OGDEN’S  CELEBRATED  MULTDM-IN-PARYO  FLY  RODS,  £1  Is. 

Every  description  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  Dressed  on  the  Premises,  and 

despatched  per  return  of  post. 

N.B.— No  Connection  with,  any  other  Persons  assuming  the 

same  Name. 


TRADE  CARDS. 

AdvertUementB  Inserted  In  this  Oolnjnn  at  a  | 
charge  (prepaid)  of  2/6  P«r  Inch,  and  pro  rata.  1 
Mlnimom  Charge,  2/6. 

A  NGLERS,  when  preparing  for  the 
coming  season,  don’t  forget  that 
your  old  friend  “  The  Trent  Otter,” 
late  of  Newark-on-Trent,  still  makes  the 
very  best  and  cheapest  hand-made  Bottom 
Fishing  and  Spinning  Rods  in  the  market; 
reels,  reel  lines,  gut  lines,  gut  hooks,  and 
general  tackle  of  exceptional  quality. 
Illustrated  and  Descriptive  Catalogues, 
70  pages,  post  free  to  any  address. — 
J.  W.  MARTIN,  Offord  D’Arcy,  HUNT¬ 
INGDON. 


rrHSAKSR’S 

Pure  Silk  Twisted  &  Plaited  Lines. 

Plaited  Roach  ...  Is.  Sd.'I 

Barbel  ...  23.  2d.f  . 

Pike  .  4r.  od.fP^'^ 

Salmon  ...  48.  lOd.) 

Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples. 

Best  Nottingham  Lob-worms,  38.  per  1000. 
Wholesale  dealer  in  Marsh-worms,  small  Beds, 
Minnows,  and  Cadbaits. 

THEA.KER,  10,  Canal-st.,  Nottingham. 


B*bbit.  Sheep,  and  Fiablng  Netting  ;  Roofing  Felta, 
Tarpauilngs;  Fancy  Horae  Suittxigs,  Loin  Cloths.  Driving 
Aprons,  Driving  Bands.  &c.  Send  for  Dlustrated  Cata¬ 
logue  and  samples  (poet  free)  to  Andrew  Pottbb, 
Melbourne  Works,  Wolverhampton.  Maiker  to  H.H.  the 
Queen  and  H.R.H.  PrlLce  of  Wales.  Awarded 
le  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


ORMS  and  other  BAIT  whole.sale 
*'  and  retail.  Worms  in  Moss, 
Brandling.s,  Maidendews,  Cockspurs,  small 
,  Reds  and  Pinkheads,  300  for  Is.  6d., 
,  500  2s.,  1000  38.  6d.  Carriage  paid.  Trout 
;  Flies,  &c. ;  also  large  Lobs  for  Salmon 
Fishing.  Bags  3d.  extra. — Holmes,  10, 
( Bingley-street,  Leeds. 


DA.VID  MXiRRAY,  PRACTICAL  GUN  and 
FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER,  4-2,  St. 
David-street,  Brechin.  N.B. 

Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Bods  at  all 
prices,  also  Beels,  Lines,  Caat  Lines,  Flies,  Tackle 
Books,  Creels,  Fishing  Bags,  Gaffs.  Landing 
Nets,  &c.,  &c. 

Wading  Trousers,  Stockings,  and  Boots. 
Famed  Fly  Casts  and  Flies  forTay,  North  Esk, 
South  Esk,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Forfarshire. 
Special  Tay  and  Loch  Leven  Flies  and  Casts. 
All  information  as  to  Shooting  and  Fishing  of 
the  district  gladly  supplied. 


THE  BROADS,  NORFOLK. 

Wherry- Y’’achts  for  Parties  wishing  to 
visit  and  fish  on  the  Norfolk  Broads, 
having  Ladies’  and  Gentlemen’s  cabins. 
For  particulars  apply 

PRESS  &.  PAJLiUSTT, 

North  Walsham,  Norfolk. 


Regd.  No.  SOMETHING  NEW. 


Clo^lx  Binding  Cstses 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAM  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  Office,  Bream’s  Buildings,  E.C. 

Price  2  6.  Post-free  2/9. 


THE 


184,743. 


riTHE  "  PERFECT”  FLAT  BEND  HOOK,  designed 
I  specially  to  avoid  the  tearing  away  of  the  hook 
from  tender-mouthed  fleh,  such  as  grayling,  roach, 
dace.  &c.  When  struck,  and  the-  hook  barbed,  the 
chances  of  losing  a  fish  are  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Price,  cash  with  order  (tied  to  fine  gut,  and  lopped 
for  attaching  to  the  trace).  Is.  per  doz.,  post  free ;  2  dot. 
and  upwards  at  lOd.  doz.  A  sample  hook  will  be  sent 
to  anyone  t-ending  a  stamped  envelope  for  same. 

Address;  JOHN  C.  PERFECT, 

204  &  2U5,  Station  Street,  Bnrton-on-Treirt. 


GERMAN  FISHING  GAZETTE 

A  WEEKLY, 

Is  published  at  Stettin  (Germany),  by  HbebOO 
&  Lebblino.  Devoted  to  Angling,  Commercial 
Fishing,  Fish  Trade.  Fish  Culture,  and  Aquaria. 

Sample  copies  free  and  post  paid.  Annual 
■nbscriptlon,  post  free,  12  marks  (12  shillings). 


N.B.  All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
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-  N  OTIC E .  - 

The  FisHiNa  Gazette  is  published  ei^er  Saturday, 
and^  CM  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H  Smith  and 
bon  s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
ageMs  and  Pishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Brovinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
hishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
sho^d  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Maeston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St,  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a  ^arantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 

-  Terms  ot  Subscription. 

Ine  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
btamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
hetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  .  10s  6d 

”  ml*  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.‘  ^d! 

„  three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage .  12a.  6d. 


,  ■^■^■'rertlsomoia.ts. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing  Gazette,  St. 
X)uii8tap  8  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.— ••  EIVS AM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 
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with  which  is  incoepoeated 

ANGLING  ANl)  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  27th,  1893. 


APRIL  MEMORIES. 

By  H.  R.  FR.iNcis. 


Dear  Mr  Marston, — There  is  a  familiar  Latin 
adage,  De  non  apparentibus  et  non  existentibns 
6aoem  est  ratio.  Id  is  so  lon^  since  I  made  an 
appearance  in  your  columns  that  both  you  and 
your^  readers  might  fairly  suppose  me  a  “gone 
coon  gone  alike  from  the  active  delights 
of  angling,  and  from  the  calmer  enjojment  of 
contributing  to  its  many-sided  literature.  But 
after  a  long  struggle  with  not  merely  one 
dangerous  illness,  but  a  succession  of  maladies 
such  as  few  octogenarians  are  permitted  to 
survive,  I  find,  with  a  deep  sense  of  thankful¬ 
ness,  not  unmixed  with  astonishment,  that  I  have 
passed  through  the  winter  almost  without  having 
lelt  its  rigour,  and  am  sunning  myself  in  the 
brightness  of  a  summerlike  spring.  It  would  be 
inost  ungrateful  in  me  not  to  say  something  of 
the  favoured  spots  which  have  made  such  a 
winter  possible.  Torquay,  where  I  spent  my 
December  and  January  with  but  one  day  of  real 
cold,  is  pretty  well  known  to  health-seekers.  But 
my  medical  adviser — an  angler,  be  it  observed, 
and  a  careful  student  of  temperatures — cautioned 
me  against  lingering  there  through  the  chilly 
approaches  of  spring,  and  recommended  Falmouth 
as  an  English  substitute  for  the  E.iviera,  and 
here  I  have  been  since  the  middle  of  February, 
ble.ssing  the  genial  climate,  and  marvelling  that 
such  a  delicious  sanatorium  for  invalids  in  the 


cold  season  should  not  be  more  generally  known, 
ihe  temperature  is  equalized  by  the  great  extent 
01  surrounding  salt  water.  You  have  the  sea  at 
your  back,  and  the  fine  estuary  of  the  Fal 
branches  out  into  so  many  land-locked  bays  that 
you  fand  yourself  amphibious,  continually  crossing 
by  steamer  or  ferry-boat  to  some  new  scene  of 
beauty.  This  has  been,  doubtless,  an  exceptional 
season,  but  the  local  flora  testifies  that  the 
climate  is  peculiarly  mild.  The  palmetto 
Hourishes.  the  Australian  cabbage-tree  and  the 
Bourbon  fan-palm  thrive  in  the  sheltered  nooks, 
while  conuers  from  all  lands  grow  to  a  stately 
he^ht.  Rhododendrons  were  in  bloom  in  March, 
and  the  beds  of  hyacinths  were  beautiful  in 
r  ebruary ;  but  the  charm  of  the  scenery  cannot 
be  described.  We  are  never  weary  of  the  views 
irom  our  window  across  and  down  the  harbour, 
especially  lovely  when  the  evening  sunshine  comes 
slanting  across  from  behind  our  terrace,  and 
throws  a  rainbow  of  varied  colouring  over  the 
unruffled  expanse  of  water.  ^ 

The  place  is  certainly  one  where  you  may  live 
cheaply  and  pleasantly,  and  I  am  much  struck  by 
the  frank,  hearty  courtesy  which  astrangerreceives 
irom  all  ranks.  But  if  you  ask  me  what  are  an 
angjer  s  prospects  in  this  otherwise  charming 
region,  I  cannot  reply  very  encouragingly.  There 
are,  it  appears,  several  tiny  brooks,  which  steal 
down  through  sheltered  combes  to  join  the 
estuary,  and  these  brooks  contain  plenty  of  tiny 
trout,  which  are,  alas!  inaccessible  to  the  fly, 
though  ready  victims  to  the  “  wily  worm.’’ 
There  is  also  a  certain  reservoir,  from  which  a 
small  number  of  really  fine  trout  are  said  to  be 
yearly  extsacted  by  determined  fly-fishers.  This 
much  I  state  rnerely  from  report,  not  without  a 
vague  impression,  due  to  old  memories,  that 
could  I  recover  something  like  my  old  gifc  of 
rambling  and  scrambling  I  could  contrive  to 
improve  on  the  accepted  standard  of  local  sport. 
As  it  is,  I  have  myself  recently  seen  one  distinctly 
“  troutable  ”  sheet  of  water,  known  as  Swan  Pool. 

I  was  driving  home  from  Penjerrick — the  most 
wonderful  triumph  that  I  have  ever  seen  of 
landscape  gardening,  enriched  by  an  acclimatised 
flora — when  I  came  on  this  lakelet,  parted  from 
the  sea  by  a  low  sandy  barrier.  Ic  was  a  still 
evening,  and  the  water  lay  in  a  silvery  calm,  only 
broken  by  the  scattered  rises  of  what  were 
assuredly  trout,  and  sundry  of  them  not  bad 
ones.  I  did  not  especially  notice  the  extent  of 
Die  pool,  but,  guessing  from  memory,  should  put 
it  not  far  from  eight  acres.  There  are,  I  am 
told,  other  pools  of  the  same  character  along 
this  part  of  the  coast,  formed,  perhaps,  originally 
by  a  tidal  wave  breaking  over  into  some  depres¬ 
sion  of  the  land,  and  there,  between  evaporation 
and  rainfall,  gradually  losing  their  brackish 
character.  I  should  fully  expect  to  find  the  trout 
in  such  a  place  firm  and  red  fleshed,  like  those 
taken  in  our  estuaries,  which  some  of  your  corre¬ 
spondents  regard  (though  I  think  on  slender 
grounds)  as  a  distinct  species.  But  this  is  all 
guess  work.  Only,  there  were  the  trout,  and 
there  was  I,  not  only  without  a  rod  ready  to  my 
baud,  but  with  no  tackle  nearer  than  London  ! 
Yet  even  thus  I  felt  awakened  and  retreshed 
by  the  sight ;  capable  indeed  of  throwing  off  the 
inertia  bred  of  a  year’s  illness,  and  spending, 
if  not  a  day,  yet  a  few  hours,  in  a  sport 
which  I  have  not  yet  made  up  my  mind  to 
abandon.  April  was  the  month  of  months  to  me 
some  fifty  years  ago,  for  though  I  got  but  a  few 
days  for  trouting,  these  included  the  “  opening” 
day  on  the  Thames,  and  usually  two  or  three  on 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Itchen.  April  1  might 
seem  rather  an  ill-omened  day  for  a  sport  so 
uncertain  as  angling,  and  I  consider  myself  lucky 
in  never  having  failed  in  a  long  course  of  years 
to  secure  at  least  one  Thames  trout — frequently 
three  or  four— on  that  day,  though  kind  friends 
often  told  me  that  I  should  myself  become  a 
poisson  d’Avril.  One  thing  strikes  me  as  curious 
in  the  retrospect.  I  cannot  give  the  exact  years 
of  my  first  and  last  spinning  performances  on 
April  1,  but  I  well  remember  that  .the  first  was 
on  an  exceptionally  hot  day.  I  had  to  fish  in  my 
shirt  sleeves  in  a  low  and  bright  river,  succeeding 
where  others  failed,  by  discarding  Thames 
spinning  traces,  and  dipping  in  a  hole  and  corner 
fashion  with  a  small  bait  and  concealed  lead. 
The  last,  on  the  contrary,  some  twelve  years  later, 
was  the  coldest  day  i  have  ever  known  at  that 
season — siiow-showers  alternating  with  what 


Cqwper  (I  think)  calls  “  skin-piercing  volley,” 
driven  by  a  fierce  north-easter.  I  don’t  know 
whether  it  was  trust  in  my  star  or  the  mere 
that  sent  me  forth  under  such  a 
sky,  but  I  toiled  for  four  or  five  hours  without 
seeing  a  fish,  the  only  touch  I  felt  being  one  of 
what  Tennyson  calls  “humorous  self-pity”  for 
my  own  folly.  I  was  on  the  point  of  withdrawing 
beaten,  when  my  trusty  boatman,  Rosewell, 
persuaded  me  to  try  a  last  throw  in  a  certain 
sheltered  eddy,  where  a  few  bleak  had  shown 
themselves,  and  where  he  had  seen  a  fish  at  work 
u  before.  I  made  a  lucky  cast,  my 

hands  being  too  numb  for  accurate  throwing,  and 
found  I  had  that  trout  fast  hooked,  and  though 
no  doubt  I  played  him  awkwardly  he  was  soon  in 
the  punt.  He  weighed  barely  41b.  “But  oh  !  the 
(hnerence  to  me,”  as  Wordsworth  sings,  between 
that  one  capture  and  a  “toom  creel.”  Two 
minutes  later  I  was  on  shore  with  him,  leaving  • 
my  tackle  behind  me  and  making  a  bee-line 
homeward,  hobbling  at  first,  but  at  last  breaking 
into  a  stiff  trot,  which  slowly  restored  my  circu¬ 
lation.  Years  elapsed  ere  I  revisited  the  streams 
by  Marlow  Point,  but  the  memory  of  that  day 
and  that  fish  has  never  left  me.  The  Hamp¬ 
shire  fishing  was  of  a  very  different  complexion; 
there  was  always  a  certainty  of  good  sport 
towards  the  end  of  April.  To  basket  a 
couple  of  stone,  after  throwing  back  scores  of 
undersized  fisb,  was  quite  a  common  case  with 
me  ;  and  a  dear  friend  who  shared  my  spor^,  used 
to  speak  of  those  two  days  as  the  pleasantest 
fly-fishing  he  had  ever  enjoyed.  One  day  on 
those  bright  waters  I  specially  remember,  from 
the  appearance  on  the  scene  of  the  Avingdon 
keeper,  who  feared  that  I  might  trespass  on  the 
preserves  of  the  Shelleys,  which  adjoined  the 
best  of  Lord  Ashburton’s  fishery  at  Ovingdon. 

I  had  been  picking  up  a  few  brace  of  fish  in  some 
rather  shy  water  on  another  branch  of  the 
stream,  in  order  to  leave  my  friend  in  full 
possession  of  his  favourite  shallow,  old  Wilkes 
attending  him  with  net  and  creel.  Late  in  the 
forenoon  I  moved  up,  and  was  crossing  a  well- 
known  hatch-hole,  above  which  I  expected  to  get 
my  best  sport,  when  the  vigilant  keeper  stepped 
up  and  very  civilly  said  that  as  I  was  alone,  he 
thought  he  had  better  come  and  show  me  how 
Ur  my  liberty  extended.  “You  see,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  ‘  that  this  hatch-hole  is  the  end  of  my 
loi^d  s  water,  and  then,  Sir  —  Shelley  comes 
in.  “Thank  you,”  said  I;  “you  are  pretty 
nearly  right,  but  the  boundary  is  marked  by  a 
post  in  mid-stream  some  eighty  yards  lower.  The 
casts  are  rather  awkward,  but  if  you  will  come 
with  me,  I  mean  to  show  you  three  fish  between 
the  hatch-hole  and  the  boundary.”  He  followed 
me,  and  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  I  named 
my  three  casts  and  hooked  a  goodly  fish  in  each, 
which  he  landed  for  me  secundum  artem.  I  then 
turned  up  stream,  to  a  reach  which  I  can  still 
see  in  my  mind’s  eye.  A  raised  footpath,  with¬ 
out  a  scrap  of  cover,  ran  along  the  near  side,  and 
though  there  were  plenty  of  fish  everywhere,  it 
wanted  a  stiff  breeze  to  make  them  move  boldly 
in  mid-stream.  But  the  opposite  bank,  distant 
some  twenty-five  yards,  was  fringed  with  young 
willows,  under  whose  fli.  kering  shade  I  could  see 
I  he  trout  rising  freely  and  fearlessly.  It  was  all 
I  could  do  to  reach  them  with  my  two-handed 
Elton -a  good  rod  still  by  the  way,  Mmugh  I 
can  no  longer  wield  it  “the  lang  simmer’s  day” 
—and  this  was,  perhaps,  lucky,  as  I  might  else 
have  been  fast  in  a  twig  instead  of  a  fish.  But 
the  first  cast,  which  sent  a  Yellow  Dun  fairly 
under  the  shadow,  brought  up  a  trout  who  meant 
business — as  indeed  they  all  did  on  that  memor¬ 
able  day.  I  looked  round  when  about  to  land  him, 
and  found  my  volunteer  guide  still  in  attendance, 
and  ready  to  do  good  service  with  the  net.  Another 
and  another  fish  followed  in  quick  succession. 
Then  came  doublets,  and  after  these  were  basketed 
the  sportsman  in  him  got  the  better  of  the  beck- 
watcher.  Vowing,  in  rather  strong  language,  that 
he  had  never  seen  the  like,  he  begged  to  be 
allowed  to  carry  my  basket,  which,  to  tell  the 
truth,  threatened  to  mar  my  casting  by  its  grow¬ 
ing  weight.  I  jumped  at  the  friendly  offer,  and, 
resuming  my  long  cast  with  arms  unfettered,  felt 
as  if  I  could  not  go  wrong.  I  suppose  every 
sportsman  with  either  rod  or  gun  has  occasionally 
felt  the  same  confidence  of  success,  which  tends 
strongly  to  its  own  fulfilment.  The  flies  would 
fall  exactly  where  they  ought  to,  and  if  the 
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stretcher  occasionally  touched  a  leaf,  it  was  only 
to  drop  more  lightly  close  to  the  distant  bank. 
Trout  after  trout  came  to  creel,  or  was  dismissed  to 
grow  bigger,  and  I  was  in  a  fair  way  to  make  a 
“  record,”  when  I  caught  sight  of  my  friend  some 
hundred  yards  off,  and  found,  on  consulting  my 
watch,  that  it  was  past  the  time  at  which  we  were 
to  meet  for  luncheon.  So  I  ceased  slaughter,  and 
hastened  on  to  the  trysting  place,  followed  by  the 
sociable  keeper,  who  would  fain  have  landed  some 
more  trout  for  me,  though  he  had  already  a  stone 
and  a  half  on  his  back.  Then  came  a  pleasant 
meeting  with  H.,  who  had  been  well  pleased  with 
his  morning’s  sport,  having  taken  nearly  all  his 
fish  on  one  bright  shallow,  whence  they  came  out 
absolutely  sparkling.  And  so  on  cheerily  to  the 
neat  little  inn  on  Ovingdon  Shallow,  the  rival 
keepers  following  us  amicably,  like  the  squires  of 
two  knights  errant  after  a  harmless  encounter. 
Our  rest  soon  reached,  I  dismissed  my  attendant 
with  half-a-crown  and  a  glass  of  ale.  What  ale 
they  brewed  in  Hampshire  in  those  days  ! 

I  need  hardly  carry  my  tale  further.  An  hour 
later  my  friend  and  I  were  following  the  stream 
homeward,  pausing  here  and  there  for  a  specially 
tempting  cast.  Just  at  the  close  my  creel,  which 
held  two  stone,  was  choke  full,  and  had  overflowed 
into  my  pockets.  Let  me  hope  that  my  younger 
brethren  of  the  angle  will  pardon  me  if  I  have 
lingered  too  long  over  these  memories  of  an 
April  day. 

[We  are  sure  our  readers  will  be  delighted  to 
have  again  something  from  the  pen  of  the 
veteran  angler  and  author  of  ”  The  Fly-Fisher 
and  his  Library,”  published  in  1856. — Ed.] 


g»cok]^  Wotcs. 

By  Mac. 

The  other  day  a  good  specimen  of  the  now  rare 
golden  eagle  was  secured  in  the  Achinduich 
district  of  Sutherlandshire,  by  one  of  the  keepers. 
It  measured  33:fin.  from  beak  to  tip  of  tail,  and 
76in.  from  point  to  point  of  spread  wings.  In 
this  quarter  the  real  wild  cat,  speedily  in  the  way 
of  becoming  extinct,  is  still  sometimes  to  be  met 
with.  In  Caithness  it  still  ‘‘  hangs  out”  as  well. 


I  LEAHN  from  Mr.  William  Gunn,  Strathpeffer, 
the  Earl  of  Cromartie’s  factor,  that  salmon 
angling  on  a  fine  reach  of  the  Blackwater — the 
best  salmon  and  grilse  river  in  Eoss-shire — will 
henceforth  this  year  be  obtainable  four  days  a 
week  by  anglers  who  put  up  at  the  Ben  Wyvis 
Hotel,  Strathpeffer,  Dingwall,  N.B. 


Last  week  a  gentleman  fishing  Loch  Awe  had 
the  good  luck  to  secure  a  fine  yellow  trout  of  5|lb. 


On  the  Cuilfail  Hotel  lochs,  Argyllshire,  which 
are  well  attended  to  at  no  inconsiderable  ex¬ 
pense  by  the  enterprising  liotel  proprietor,  Mr. 
MacFadyen,  the  large  number  of  rods  “out” 
have  been  obtaining  very  good  sport  for  several 
weeks  past.  _ 

Low  as  the  water  has  been,  salmon,  neverthe¬ 
less,  have  managed  to  forge  their  way  up  the 
Carron,  Easter  Ross,  for  a  considerable  distance, 
and  three  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  were  one  day  last 
week  caught  by  Mr.  Wallis- Smith,  of  Glencalvic, 
fishing  the  Glencalvie  beat. 


The  drought’s  continuance  notwithstanding, 
sport  would  seem  to  have  been  looking  up  of  late 
on  the  River  Awe,  Argyllshire,  on  the  Taynuilt 
Hotel  section  of  which  an  angler  had  one  fish  of 
191b.  one  day  and  two  of  l‘21b.  and  141b.  another 
day,  the  week  before  last. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  Writes  :  “  On  Lccb  Skene 
some  capital  sport  has  been  got  of  late.  Mr. 
James  Thomson- Greig,  Moffat,  last  Thursday 
caught  two  trout  of  Hb.  each,  also  a  number  of 
smaller  ones.  This  is  a  good  weight  for  trout  on 
Loch  Skene,  but  I  understand  that  to  improve  the 
fpiality  there  has,  for  the  last  few  years,  been  intro¬ 
duced  fresh  blood  in  the  shape  of  Loch  Levens.” 


The  phenomenally  low  state  of  nearly  all  the 
rivers  of  Scotland  during  this  year’s  May  month 
has  suited  only  one  sort  of  fishing  specially  well, 
and  that  the  pearl  fishing.  While  fishers  for  fish 


have  generally  done  badly,  fishers  for  pearls  have, 
in  most  cases,  done  uncommonly  well.  Of  the 
splendid  success  of  the  latter  we  hear  from  a 
number  of  rivers.  The  Don  has  yielded  some 
nice  pearls,  of  which  a  couple  were  secured  by 
one  fisher.  In  the  Aberdeen  Evening  Express  of 
Monday  it  was  stated  that  “  Mr.  George 
Macdonald,  pearl  fisher,  who  found  an  exception¬ 
ally  large  pearl  a  week  or  two  ago,  has  again 
been  successful  in  bringing  up.  a  still  larger  one, 
weighing  12  j  grains.  The  pearl  is,  however,  not 
quite  so  round  as  the  previous  one,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  not  so  valuable,  but  is  calculated  to  be 
worth  about  £30.  It  was  found  in  the  Don  at 
Parkhill  Water.” 


Two  salmon  poachers  from  the  Tay  were,  at  the 
Coupar  Sheriff  Court  the  other  day,  mulcted — 
and  that  sweetly — to  the  tune  of  £13  5s.  for 
having  fished  with  a  coble,  and  a  sweep  net  of 
illegal  mesh,  in  the  estuary  of  the  Tay,  and 
caught  two  sea-trout  and  five  whitling  in  contra¬ 
vention  of  right.  It  cannot  be  said  that  this  is 
not  a  healthy  fine.  Tweedside  sheriffs  please 
note. 


Although  it  is  now  beyond  the  usual  time  for 
the  “  finish  up,”  salmon  are  still  being  got  by 
trollers  on  Loch  Tay.  This  year’s  season  on  the 
loch  has  proved  one  of  the  best  on  record,  and 
this  is  all  the  more  remarkable  in  that  most  other 
fisheries  have  fished  about  the  worst  on  record, 
taking  their  season  from  start  to  finish. 

McBouncer  writeth :  “  Thedry  weather  of  April 
and  May,  1893,  will  be  memorable  in  the  North 
Highlands.  It  cannot  be  called  a  drought,  for  the 
genial  showers  which  occasionally  fall  are  just 
sufficient  for  vegetation,  but  that  is  all.  In  fact, 
grass  and  crops  in  general  are  fully  a  month  in 
advance  of  last  year  at  this  time.  For  pastoral 
and  agricultural  affairs  this  is  said  to  be  the  most 
favourable  spring  since  1861.  But  for  angling 
matters,  particularly  salmon  angling,  a  different 
tale  must  be  told.  Rivers  dried  up,  and  sport 
almost  nil  everywhere.  The  Carron,  the  Shin, 
the  Cassley,  the  Oykel,  and  other  streams  in  the 
Ardgay  district,  as  well  as  the  Naver  and  other 
rivers  which  discharge  themselves  into  the  ocean 
on  the  northern  seaboard,  are  all  in  a  bad  state, 
being  not  in  the  least  affected  by  the  recent  rain, 
which  the  ground  greedily  absorbed  as  it  fell. 
Trout-fishing  on  the  lochs  has  been  yielding  more 
than  average  sport.  The  Overscaig  Hotel  waters 
have  already  done  exceedingly  well,  both  \nferox 
and  brown  trout  angling.  Some  splendid  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  made  by  various  anglers  on 
Loch  Migdale,  a  charmingly  situated  loch  near 
Bonar  Bridge.  On  Loch  Ailsh,  Ben  More-Assynt, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fowler,  Langwell  Lodge,  have  been 
getting  first-rate  sport,  the  trout  being  of  good 
weight  and  quality.  Loch  Craggie,  and  other 
lochs  in  the  Oykel  and  Altnacealgach  districts, 
are  giving  better  and  earlier  sport  than  usual.” 


G.  M.  M.,  Dee.side,  writes:  “It  is  now  quite 
commonplace  to  remark  that  the  rivers  were 
never  so  low  in  the  month  of  May  as  they  are  at 
present;  but  it  is  worthy  of  recording  the  fact 
that  the  present  ebb  of  the  Dee  is  within  one 
inch  of  the  great  drought  mark  of  July,  1878, 
which  was  the  lowest  record  ever  authenticated. 
Mr.  E.  P.  Tennant  (the  Glen),  who  has  had  the 
Carlogie  water  this  season,  left  on  Saturday. 
He  has  not  scored  so  well  during  the  whole  of 
his  month’s  holiday  this  season  as  he  did  in  one 
day  during  last.  Mr.  Percy  Wormald  leaves  the 
Borrowstone  water  during  the  week,  and  that 
veteran  angler  Mr.  Edward  Drummond,  Ballogie, 
is  left  the  sole  rod  on  many  miles  of  the  Dee.  A 
good  few  sea-trout  of  about  Ijlb.  in  weight  are 
presently  being  met  with  in  the  middle  reaches. 
They  come  freely  to  the  ordinary  trout  fly.  I 
hear  that  only  six  grilse  have,  as  yet,  been  got  on 
the  east  coast  between  Montrose  and  Newburgh 
—a  distance  of  sixty  miles.  The  supply  of 
salmon  at  the  netting  stations  is  again  running 
short.  Prices  are  in  the  ascendant.  I  had  three 
days  among  the  Cairngoram  mountains  last 
week,  having  crossed  from  Dee  to  Spey,  and, 
inter  alia,  what  struck  me  most  was  the  amount 
of  snow — silver  streaks — winding  serpent-like 
along  the  corries  in  the  black  background  of  the 
higher  hills.  In  an  ordinary  season  insignificant, 
but  after  such  a  drought  really  refreshing.” 


Our  Spey  correspondent  writes  : — “  The  salmon 
culture  at  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon’s 
hatchery  at  Fochabers  is  proving  most  successful. 
Ova  were  deposited  in  November,  December,  and 
January,  in  all  some  400,000.  For  the  first  week 
after  hatching  out,  not  more  than  one  out  of 
every  20,000  died,  and  since  then  very  few  have 
succumbed.  Although  this  artificial  hatching  was, 
of  course,  for  the  first  season  naturally  largely  ex¬ 
perimental,  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  the  result  is 
so  highly  gratifying.  The  young  fish  from  the 
ova  first  deposited  were  placed  in  the  river  last 
week  in  a  vigorous  and  thriving  condition,  and 
they  measured  in  length  fully  l^in.  The 
hatchery  is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  Scotland, 
and  the  propagation  of  young  fish  in  this  way 
has  been  initiated  and  carried  out  by  the  duke 
solely  at  his  own  expense,  and,  we  doubt  not,  for 
his  own  ultimate  benefit,  although,  forsooth,  some 
think  that  by  the  addition  yearly  of  so  many 
extra  thousands  of  salmon  the  fishing  all  along 
the  whole  course  of  the  Spey  will  be  affected 
beneficially.  I  fear,  however,  that  as  long  as  the 
river  is  rack-netted  the  results  will  not  be  so 
beneficial  as  one  might  imagine.  Nothing  doing, 
and  until  we  get  a  regular  downpour  of  rain 
things  will  remain  as  they  are.  Anglers  are 
whiling  away  their  time  as  best  they  may,  shoot¬ 
ing,  gardening,  and  paying  visits  to  one  another." 

On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Thompson,  Royal  Hotel, 
Tyndrum,  fishing  on  Loch-na-bea,  had  a  basket 
of  seventy  trout.  _____ 

On  the  Kinlochewe  Hotel  waters,  the  Rev.  W.  T. 
Tucker  caught  a  salmon  which  scaled  171b. 
Baron  von  Schroder  has  sublet  to  Col.  Charles 
North,  M.P.,  the  shootings  and  fishings  of  Atta- 
dale.  _ 


From  Eonar  Bridge,  I  understand  that  over 
19cwt.  of  salmon  have  been  sent  south  within 
the  last  week.  _ 


From  Grantown-on-Spey  a  correspondent 
writes  :  “  The  river  is  so  low  that  fishing  with  any 
degree  of  success  is  simply  impossible.  On  the 
Tulchan  water  last  week,  Mr.  McCorquodale  had 
pretty  good  sport.  On  Tuesday,  one  salmon  of 
81b.  and  one  of  231b.  On  Wednesday,  two,  of  61b. 
and  71b.  On  Thursday  one  or  two.  On  the  Hotel 
water,  Mr.  Cameron  (out  from  the  Grant  Arms) 
had  a  fish  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Stephens  some  fine 
baskets  of  trout.  We  cannot  expect  much  im¬ 
provement  until  we  get  heavy  rain.  The  river  is 
within  four  inches  of  the  lowest  recorded  ebb.” 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes :  “  The 
Don  fished  very  well  up  to  Friday,  when  a  nasty 
gale  came  away  from  the  south-east,  and  a  good 
deal  of  sea  has  been  running  ever  since,  putting 
a  good  many  nets  adrift.  Where  in  the  Dee  the 
water  is  deeper  there  is  a  little  improvement. 
The  winds  are  not  unfavourable,  but  inclined  to 
fog.  I  believe  that  if  we  had  from  eight  to  ten 
hours’  good  mild  rain  it  would  bring  more  fish  in 
about.  The  average  weight  of  the  salmon  being 
got  just  now  would  average  from  101b.  to  12lb., 
with  a  few  of  201b.  and  231b.  Very  few  lean  fish 
are  being  got,  and  no  diseased  ones  are  coming 
in  from  the  sea.  Grilse,  although  late,  are 
looking  remarkably  well,  and  a  good  few  have 
been  got  last  week  in  the  Dee  district  weighing 
from  21b.  to  2flb.  The  sea-trout  have  fallen  off 
a  little,  not  looking  so  well  as  they  were  a  week 
ago,  and  much  in  want  of  a  little  more  water  in 
the  river,  which  would  also  improve  the  grilse. 
The  average  weight  of  the  sea-trout  is  from  Hlb. 
to  210.  There  are  still  a  fish  or  two  got  daily  of 
a  more  unusual  breed,  several  being  between 
salmon  and  trout.  Seeing  that  the  number  of 
salmon  being  caught  at  this  season  is  still 
increasing  instead  of  falling  off,  as  is  sometimes 
the  case,  I  believe  that  the  full  spring  stock 
has  not  yet  come  in  from  the  sea.  The  fact 
that  they  were  driven  off  the  coasts  hy 
spates  of  cold  snow  water  in  spring  is  in 
favour  of  their  coming  in  yet.  The  output  of 
the  young  fish  from  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Com¬ 
pany’s  Hatchery  in  Fish-street,  into  the  Rivers 
Dee  and  Don,  was  undertaken  the  other  week, 
when  the  several  consignments  seemed  to  take 
kindly  with  the  change,  and  went  swimming 
away  briskly  as  if  quite  delighted  with  it.  Coles 
and  cod  are  in  vast  numbers  at  the  mouths  of  the 


rivers,  spreading  across  the  whole  width  of  them, 
watching  for  and  gobbling  up  the  smolts,  which 
are  now  in  great  numbers  coming  down  river  on 
their  way  to  their  marine  feeding  grounds.  The 
presence  of  great  shoals  of  herring  sile  in  the 
close  inshore  waters  also  helps  to  account  for  the 
presence  of  the  cole  and  cod  fish.’’ 

I  EEGRET  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  an 
estimable  lady,  well  known  in  angling  circles, 
Mrs.  Macdonald,  of  the  Bunrannoch  Hotel,  Kin- 
lochrannoch,  which  took  place  on  Thursday  week, 
in  the  district  and  by  all  who  had  her  acquain- 
tance  Mrs.  Macdonald  was  much  respected.  The 
illness  from  which  she  succumbed  was  acute,  and 
had  continued  for  a  considerable  time.  Mrs. 
Macdonald  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  during  more  than  the  half  of  which  she 
had  conducted  the  hotel  business  at  Eannoch. 

A.y  Inverness-shire  correspondent  says  :  “After 
waiting  patiently  for  over  two  months,  anglers 
have  at  last  been  rewarded  by  copious  showers  of 
rain.  losterday  a  heavy  thunderstorm  swept 
over  the  district,  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents, 
and  appearances  now  justify  me  in  saying  that 
we  are  to  have  a  good  spell  of  it.  The  streams 
at  present  are  flooded,  and  the  lochs  and  rivers 
are  rising  steadily.  This  should  bring  up  a  good 
stock  of  fish,  and  sport  will  again  he  actively 
®°Saged  in.  Trout  fishing  wdll  also  improve.  I 
hear  Mr.  Moore  has  rented  Loch  Oich  and  the 
Kiver  Garry  for  the  month  of  June,  and  I  feel 
confident  he  will  get  the  best  sport  of  the  season.” 

Mr.  David  Murray,  tackle  maker,  Brechin, 
writes:  The  trout  fly-fishing  season  is  advanc¬ 
ing,  aM  yet,  though  it  should  now  be  about  its 
best,  there  are  few  good  baskets  being  got,  in 
consequence  of  the  terribly  low  state  of  the'water. 
indeed,  save  but  for  a  few  large  trout  got  at 
night  with  the  natural  minnow  and  the  par-tail, 
the  trouting  might  be  said  to  be  at  a  standstill, 
beveral  times  rain  has  threatened,  but  the  hopes 
ot  anglers  have  been  raised  only  to  be 
^ain  cast  down  into  an  even  lower  level. 
Yesterday  we  had  thunder  and  some  heavy 
showei^,  but  not  enough  of  a  fall  to  move 
the  Rivers  North  and  South  Esk  and 
their  feeders.  In  weather  like  this  anglers 
must  do  one  of  three  things  to  relieve  their 
teelmgs— use  bad  language,  gloat  over  past 
successes,  or  build  castles  in  the  air  for  the 
iuture.  A  local  tyro,  hearing  that  big  things 
were  doing  at  night  on  the  South  Esk  with  the 
worm  hastily  procured  a  supply  and  started  off 
to  fash  long  before  the  screech  of  day.  Of  course 
he  could  not  see  far  in  front  of  his  nose,  but  he 
made  a  cast  into  a  piece  of  still  water,  and  after 
a  few  seconds  he  had  a  tremendous  pull  at  the 
line,  which  was  followed  by  a  splashing  on  the 
service  of  the  water  something  awful.  The  line 
ran  out  like  lightning,  and  this  so  terrified  him 
tnat  he  threw  down  the  rod  and  bolted  all  his 

j  ancient  city.  Arrived  there  he 

called  his  friends  together,  and,  with  hair  stand¬ 
ing  on  end,  he  told  them  of  the  fright  he  had  got 
with  a  monster  of  the  deep  that  had  run  off  with 
his  rod  and  line.  They  were  somewhat  sceptical, 
but  he  asked  them  to  go  with  him  and  tee  tor 
themselves,  which  they  agreed  to  do.  By  this 
time  the  sun  was  up,  and  when  they  arrived  at 
the  scene  of  the  midnight  fright,  lo,  and  behold ! 
there  was  the  miller  quietly  fishing  over  the  pool 
with  the  lost  rod.  It  appears  that  one  ot  the 
Millers  ducks  had  bolted  the  bait, and  the  miller 
having  got  hold  of  it  and  taken  out  the  hook,  was 
now  having  a  cast  with  the  rod  which  had  been 
deserted  by  the  terrified  angler.  The  roastino’ 
the  latter  has  received  over  this  incident  has,  urn 
fortunately,  caused  him  to  give  up  fishing 
altogether ;  in  fact,  he  has  not,  that  I  am  aware 
of,  got  back  the  rod,  or  asked  it  back,  from  the 
miller. 


iBotes  anir  (J^u^ries 


M.\rked  Fish  Re-captured.— A  number  of  fish, 
winch  were  captured,  labelled,  and  numbered  at 
the  instance  of  the  Scientific  Department  of  the 
bcotch  I  ishery  Board,  have  been  recaptured  in 
Me  vicinity  of  Anstruther  Bay,  on  the  east  coast. 
One,  a  codling,  caught  last  week,  which  had  been 
labelled  a  little  over  six  months,  had  migrated 
only  miles  from  where  it  was  set  down,  but  it 
had  added  2Ln.  to  its  length.  Another,  caught 
some  time  ago,  was  labelled  for  three  months,  and 
had  migrated  about  fifteen  miles,  and  grown  lin 
longer. 

Experijiexts  with  Trout  Rearing  in  the 
Sutiierlandshire  Locus. — Some  years  ago  Mr 
Morrison,  of  the  Reay  and  Melvich  Hotels 
Ihurso,  established  a  fish  hatchery  of  his  own 
for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  with  trout  the 
twenty  odd  lochs  attached  to  his  hotels.  The  fry 
deposited  about  four  years  ago  have  thriven  so 
well  that  some  of  them  are  now  caught  at  over 
11b.  Ill  weight.  Finding  the  experiment  a  success 
Q.Y  A?A process,  and  recently  distributed 
000  fry  as  follows,  viz.:  Loch  More,  8000: 
Lcmh  Baligill,  5000;  and  Loch  Beag-nah-Eaglais, 
5000— ?hese  from  his  own  hatcheries.  In  Loch 
Coulbackie  he  placed  2000  American  brook  trout 
fry,  and  from  the  Duke  of  Sutherland's  hatchery 
he  distributed  5000  amongst  Lochs  Acron,  Cur- 
ragb,  and  Seilg.  The  young  fry  took  well  to  their 
new  homes.  Last  year  Mr.  Morrison  deposited 
22,000  fry  amongst  his  lochs,  so  that,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  drain  annually  made  on  them  by 
southern  anglers,  they  are  likely  to  improve 
instead  of  deteriorating,  as  in  other  places. 


E-Xperiuent  in  Mussel  Culture.— The  Nairn 
fishermen  have  just  concluded  a  series  of  careful 
and  prolonged  experiments  in  mussel  culture, 
with  re.sults  beyond  all  expectations.  A  sheltered 
tidal  bay,  with  a  deep  channel  running  into  it, 
was  selected  four  years  ago,  and  there  a  few  tons’ 
of  mussel  seed  about  the  size  of  beans,  scraped 
off  the  adjacent  rocks,  were  laid  down.  Although 
the  bottom  was  composed  of  soft  shifting  sand, 
the  seed  took  hold  in  a  few  days,  and  within 
eleven  months  they  had  attained  the  size  pre¬ 
ferred  for  bait— “two  for  a  hook.”  A  second 
experiment  with  seed  from  the  Bay  of  Findhorn, 
which  is  said  to  produce  the  finest  mussels  in  the 
kingdom,  brought  about  similar  results.  Within 
a  year  they  reached  the  requisite  size,  but  were 
allowed  to  remain  for  another  season.  Last  week 
they  spawned.  More  interesting  still  is  the  fact 
that  the  fishermen  who  used  these  home  culti¬ 
vated  baits,  returned  with  the  heaviest  shots  of 
fish  this  season,  while  men  fishing  from  the  same 
boats  with  the  imported  mussel  had  miserable 
takes.  The  results  attained  show  that  re-stocking 
of  depleted  home  mussel-walks  will  settle  the  bait 
question. 


dous  preparations  made  in  the  Lake  District,  in 
which  Lakes  Windermere  and  Coniston  will 
reign  supreme,  and  the  contemplated  arrange¬ 
ments  in  respect  to  the  Eden,  visitors  to  the 
northern  fishing-grounds  will,  at  a  very  early 
date,  have  a  high  old  time  of  it  Halcyon  ” 
in  Weekly  Edition  of  Leeds  Mercury. 


It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  in  his  own  interest 
and  for  the  additional  reason  that  a  lovely  place 
will  be  cut  off  to  the  tourist,  that  Mr.  J.  G. 
Fleischman,  Invergloy  Hotel,  has  come  a  cropper. 
Vvith  his  two  years’  tenancy  of  Invergloy,  he 
must  have  sunk  about  £1500.  He  did  quite  a 
lot  to  improve  the  streams  by  making  them  more 
accessible,  and  by  introducing  salmon,  sea-trout, 
and  Loch  Leven  trout  to  them,  but  for  all  he  has 
spent  in  this  way  he  will  not  now  realise  a  penny. 


Armathwaite  Dam.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Eden 
Fishery  Board  last  week  some  resolutions  were 
passed  which  should  greatly  improve  the  salmon 
fishing  on  that  splendid  stream,  and  attract  a 
greater  number  of  salmon  fishers  to  visit  it.  Mr. 
Ooulthard  proposed  that  a  salmon-pass  should  be 
erected  at  ttie  weir  known  as  Armathwaite  Bay, 
which,  except  in  certain  conditions  of  the  water, 
has  always  proved  a  serious  barrier  to  the  ascent 
of  fish  to  the  higher  lengths  of  the  river.  In 
addition  to  that,  destruction  of  ova  existed  and 
disease  resulted,  as  the  fish  lay  crowded  in  a  cir¬ 
cumscribed  part  of  the  river.  A  long  discussion 
ensued.  Captain  Chamley,  of  Warsop,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  board  should  not  only  erect 
a  suitable  pass  at  Armathwaite,  but  also  at  all 
other  necessary  parts  of  the  river  above  that  point. 
Eventually  Mr.  Coulthard’s  motion  was  carried, 
fifteen  of  the  members  of  the  board  voting  for  it, 
and  seven  against.  The  Watching  Committee  were 
therefore  authorised  to  commence  operations  at 
once.  A  motion  by  Mr.  W.  Routledge,  that  a 
salmon  2s.  fid.  licence  for  rod  and  line  for  one 
day  be  issued,  was  adopted.  Concerning  these 
innovations,  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
remarks  in  last  week’s  issue,  “  This  will  be  good 
news  to  anglers  who  intend  paying  a  visit  to  the 
north  countree.  What  with  the  new  and  stupen- 


Let  us  hope  that  Dinsdalo  Dam  on  the  river 
Tees  is  doomed.  It  has  been  the  subject  of  a 
Board  of  Trade  inquiry,  conducted  by  Mr. 
W.  E.  Fryer.  We  know  of  several  dams  which 
are  bad  enough,  but,  according  to  Canon  Tris¬ 
tram,  D.D.,  F.R.S.,  this  “  Dinsdale  Dam  is  the 
most  obnoxious  obstruction  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom.  As  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  ascertain, 
there  was  no  other  obstruction  which,  taking  into 
consideration  the  surrounding  circumstances, 
was  so  fatal  to  the  increase  of  fish  as  that  dam. 
The  so-called  fish  pass  was  an  imposture  and  a 
fraud.  It  professed  to  do  that  which  it  did  not 
do.  Last  autumn  he  watched  the  dam  for  three 
hours,  and  counted  ninety  leaps  a  minute,  and  in 
the  three  hours  only  nine  fish  got  over  the  dam.” 
Inspector  Mabon,  who  was  watcher  for  the 
Fishery  Board  for  twenty  years,  spoke  of  fish 
being  stunned  and  killed  in  their  attempts  to  get 
over  the  dam.  More  fish  were  found  dead  in  the 
spawn-time  below  the  dam  than  in  the  whole  of 
the  rest  of  the  river.  He  had  known  500  fish  to 
be  taken  in  one  night  by  a  shackle-net  below  the 
dam.  Layer  over  layer  of  ova  was  deposited 
below  the  dam,  and  only  the  last  layer  came  to 
maturity. 

Extraordinary  Adventure  with  an  Eagle. — 
A  Galashiels  tradesman  has  just  had  an  unique 
adventure  with  an  eagle  on  the  hills  between 
Steele-road  station  and  Riccarton  Junction.  It 
happened  between  twelve  and  one  o’clock  of  the 
day  when  the  sun  was  shining  in  a  cloudless  sky. 
He  was  startled  by  an  unaccountable  shadow,  and 
almost  on  the  instant  was  struck  on  the  head  and 
his  hat  knocked  off.  On  looking  up  he  saw  a 
large  eagle  hovering  over  him,  and  poising  for 
pother  swoop.  Fortunately  he  had  an  umbrella 
in  his  hand,  and  with  it  he  managed  to  defend 
himself.  The  eagle  swooped  upon  him  nine  or 
ten  times,  but  he  always  succeeded  in  driving  it 
off'.  The  express  train  from  the  North  passed 
along  about  this  time,  and  the  eagle  then  flew  off. 


Capture  of  a  Seal  in  the  Ythan. — Sergeant- 
Instructor  Ferguson,  of  the  Newburgh  Yolun- 
teers,  Aberdeenshire,  shot  a  very  large  seal  in 
the  river.  The  Ythan  is  one  of  the  finest  sea- 
trout  and  finnock  streams  in  the  kingdom,  and 
pnters  the  sea  by  an  estuary  some  miles  in  length. 
Here  the  amphibious  stranger  had  taken  up  his 
abode  at  the  New  Year,  for  ever  since  Christmas 
he  has  been  almost  daily  observed  disporting 
himself  among  the  trout  at  one  place  or  another, 
and  many  a  jolly  feed  no  doubt  has  he  had.  He 
has  been  often  in  the  toils  of  the  nets  even,  but 
always  managed  to  escape.  He  has  been  shot  at 
by  renowned  marksmen  from  far  and  near,  but 
not  till  the  Sergeant’s  bullet  struck  fur  the  other 
morning  did  he  roll  over,  and  his  protracted 
poaching  career  thus  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
close.  Sergt.  Ferguson  has  to  be  heartily  con¬ 
gratulated  on  his  lucky  capture. 


Poaching  on  the  Tweed.— James  Dunlop,  a 
stocking  maker  belonging  to  the  famous  little 
manufacturing  toon  o’  Hawick,  on  the  Teviot, 
was  hauled  up  the  other  day,  or  rather  he  ought 
to  have  been  hauled  up  (as  tlie  defendant  did  not 
appear)  before  Sheriff  Dundas,  Berwickshire,  at 
the  Jedburgh  Sheriff  Court,  charged  with  having 
no  less  than  eight  foul  salmon  in  his  possession 
On  the  road  between  Kelso  and  Maskerton,at  aplace 
near  Craigover.  Dunlop  was  convicted  and  fined 
£2  lOs.,  or  ten  days  imprisonment.  Mr.  Dunlop 
had  evidently  been  making  good  use  of  his  time 
on  the  River  Tweed,  no  doubc  m  order  to  give  the 
smaller  stream  nearer  home,  the  Teviot,  a  wee  bit 
of  a  rest.  How  these  Border  rivers  must  be 
watched  passes  all  comprehension ;  indeed,  in  the 
face  of  all  the  vaunted  precautions  we  hear  so 
much  of,  poaching  on  the  Border  is  as  rampunt  as 
ever  it  was  in  the  old  shekel  net,  four-pronged 
leister,  and  snatching  days. — Q. 
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FISHINGS  AND  SCENERY  OF  THE 
HIGHLANDS. 


THE  NORTH  ESK,  ^yEST  WATER,  AND 
GLENESK  STREAMS. 

According  to  some,  the  North  Esk  is  formed 
by  the  union  of  the  Lee  and  the  Mark,  while 
according  to  others  it  debouches  from  Loch  Lee 
and  receives  the  water  of  Mark  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  farther  down  the  glen.  From  Loch  Lee  to 
the  sea  the  length  of  the  river  in  all  its  windings 
would  be  about  twenty-seven  miles,  hut  counting 
from  the  sources  of  its  head  waters — the  Mark 
and  the  Lee — its  length  of  run  would  be  con- 


the  way  to  the  sea.  With  the  hills  now  left  in 
the  background,  the  country  becomes  very  flat ; 
hut  for  several  miles  it  is  so  closely  wooded  with 
a  variety  of  trees,  both  planted  and  natural 
grown,  that  it  may  well  be  called  the  most  shut- 
in  of  landscape.  For  several  miles  through  this 
fiat,  where  it  is  densely  wooded  to  its  brink — 
trees  overshadowing  it  and  growing  out  of  its 
rock-face  fissures,  some  even  out  of  rocks  wholly 
surrounded  by  water — the  river  in  the  course  of 
the  ages  has  cut  its  way  through  the  red  sand¬ 
stone  in  many  fantastic  forms  and  fashions,  and 
now  generally  forty  to  fifty  feet  below  the  ground 
level — here  chafing  and  lashing  itself  into  white 
foam,  and  there  toiling  sullen  and  black  below 


West  Water,  along  with  their  numerous  trouting 
affluents,  have  been  very  popular  with  tourist 
anglers — not  only  from  other  parts  of  Scotland, 
hut  from  a  far  greater  distance.  The  North  Esk 
itself  has  a  wonderful  reputation — almost  fabu¬ 
lous  it  may  be  said — for  its  yield  of  the  migratory 
SalmonidcB  annually  to  the  netters;  but  that 
except  in  autumn  all  the  fish  of  this  sort  are 
slaughtered  to  gratify  man’s  cupidity,  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  all  who  have  acquaintance  with  this 
fine  river  to  be  an  utter  shame  to,  and  .a  most 
serious  and  unpleasant  evidence  of  the  apathy  of, 
the  number  of  influential  riparian  proprietors 
possessing  the  entire  angling  rights  between  its 
source  and  the  monstrous  obstructions  which 


IN  GLENESK. 

siderahly  greater.  In  the  main  its  course  is 
eastward,  with  inclinations  to  the  south-east. 

About  Loch  Lee  and  farther  inland  the  district 
is  very  wild  and  mountainous,  with  only  occa¬ 
sional  dashes  of  the  sylvan.  Below  the  loch, 
Glenesk  opens  out,  and  for  many  miles,  though 
hills  here  and  there  touch  the  river,  the  scenery 
through  which  it  flows  is  sylvan  and  beautiful, 
with  lodges,  farmhouses,  steadings,  and  arable 
farms,  from  the  hamlet  of  Tarfl’side  downward, 
lending  to  it  a  not  ungraceful  variety.  Gene¬ 
rally  the  near  hillsides  are  green,  especially  on 
the  south  bank,  but  at  a  distance,  and  flanking 
them,  rise  the  mountain  slopes  covered  with 
heather  and  boulders,  while  on  one  side  are 
Mount  Keen,  Breadcairn,  and  Mount  Battock ; 


through  rocky  and  congested  passages — it  pre¬ 
sents  in  these,  as  in  other  almost  unique  aspects, 
scenes  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  Seaward 
the  country  opens  out  more,  is  less  well  wooded, 
and  less  flat ;  but  the  banks  of  the  river  do  not 
continue  to  present,  save  at  rare  intervals,  the 
same  variety  of  appearance  or  striking  charac¬ 
teristics. 

The  river’s  principal  tributaries  are  the  Lee 
and  the  Mark — its  head  streams ;  the  Effock, 
Tartf,  Keeny,  Turret,  Mooran,  West  Water  (far 
the  largest),  Cruick,  Blackburn,  and  Luther. 

The  West  .Water  is  a  considerable  stream, 
having  a  run  of  about  fifteen  miles,  during  which 
it  receives  the  water  of  a  number  of  small  tribu¬ 
taries.  It  originates  with  the  water  of  Saughs, 


[UEE  Arms  Edzell  Fishery. 

keep  back  the  whole  of  the  ascending  fish,  only 
to  fall  a  prey  to  the  grab-all  netters.  No  salmon, 
no  grilse,  no  sea-trout,  no  finnock  get  beyond 
the  formidable  and  utterly  impassable  dams  of 
Craigo  and  Morphie  until  the  month  of  May,  and 
after  that  time  it  is  only  during  the  Sunday  slap 
that  they  have  the  chance  of  pushing  farther 
inland — and  then  only  should  there  be  a  spate. 
A  good  push  of  water  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  in 
the  months  of  June  or  July,  when  the  summer 
run  is  strongest,  is  usually  found  to  have  given 
a  chance  to  a  fair  number  of  grilse  and  sea- trout 
to  get  over  the  obstructions,  past  all  Johnston’s 
inveterate  netters  above  and  below,  and  away  on 
to  the  farther  inland  waters,  where  the  rod  alone 
can  he  plied.  The  reaches  below  the  obstructions 


THE  LOUPS. 

and  on  the  other  Boustieley,  Greenhill,  Ben 
Tirran,  Dog  Hillock.  Cruys,  Knock  and  Hill 
of  AVirren,  which  severally  are  seen  from  the 
valley  or  through  the  converging  passes.  Most 
parts  of  Glenesk  for  many  miles  downward 
from  Loch  Lee  are,  close  by  the  brink  of  the 
river  (which  here  exhibits  a  perfect  variety 
of  pool,  stream,  and  rocky  and  peebly  runs), 
ornamented  by  a  profusion  of  graceful  birchwood, 
and  the  scenery  withal  is  of  the  most  delightful 
description.  The  formation  until  the  river  leaves 
the  hills  proper  is  silurian,  with  variety  of  soils, 
hut  on  entering  the  romantic  estate  of  the  Burn, 
the  old  red  sandstone,  with  concomitant  soil 
deposits,  is  all  at  once  found  to  be  the  prevailing, 
if  not  the  only,  formation,  and  this  continues  all 


whose  sources  are  on  the  Black  Shank — one  of 
the  group  of  mountains  in  that  very  high  but 
singularly  picturesque  region  of  the  county  lying 
between  the  glens  of  Effock  and  Clova.  Its 
course  is  almost  eastward,  and  it  flows  through 
some  most  beautiful  woodland  and  hill  scenery, 
entering  the  North  Esk  about  two  miles  below 
Edzell — that  prettily  situated  little  village  at  the 
eastern  base  of  the  Grampians  where  Forfarshire 
and  Kincardineshire  unite.  The  rocks  of  the 
upper  reach  are  silurian,  and  lower  down,  where 
deep  pools  abound,  the  formation  is  chiefly  of  old 
red  sandstone.  Grilse  and  sea-trout  find  their 
way  into  the  West  Water,  and  are  caught  in  it  in 
the  autumn. 

For  many  long  years  past  the  North  Esk  and 


ON  AVEST  WATER. 

in  question  yield  astonishing  sport  in  the  autumn 
with  salmon,  hut  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
many  of  the  anglers  fishing  some  of  them  are 
adepts  with  the  Plunger  and  the  Grapplesaul 
fly,  and  “  nae  a  bit  scrupulous  about  gaen  doon 
tu  th’  bottom.”  Most  splendid  fish  and  of 
tremendous  size  are  in  any  quantity  caught  in 
these  waters,  and  the  writer  has  known  of  a 
couple  of  cartloads  being  caught  in  a  single 
autumn  day  by  operators  with  the  deadly  gripper 
lures,  where  the  water  falls  over,  behind  one 
of  the  dykes.  This  gives  but  a  faint  idea 
of  the  wonderful  success  which  attends  opera¬ 
tions  when  they  are  conducted  on  the  most 
.approved  lines  which  the  “  locals  ”  are  wont  to 
proudly  boast  of,  hut  whether  to  their  shame 
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credit  the  augling  public  is  left 


or  their 
judge. 

the ‘'S-tT  migrations  of  fish  in 

IN  Orth  Jisk — these  being  tlie  sorins'  the 

tlTfact’tr?  ih®  autumn  migrations-buf  from 
ine  tact  that  the  river  is  so  productive  of  fish 

comh/^  of  year  when  they  are  not 

distinffc  7n°  It?  ’  migrations,  though 

are  merged  into  one 
the  sTmrJ®  being  exhausted  when 

sum™  begins,  and,  similarly,  the 

summer  one  not  all  over  before  the  autumA  one 
commence.s.  The  river  is  less  famous  for  finnock 

^especTora^  S°"fb  Esk,  bufin 

and^Sh  ^la  bas  a  first-rate  stock,  I 

are  Bv  m  size  and  very  gamesome  they 
n-PoVo  fishers  it  is  said  thut  their’^ 

to  *be  season  would  be  from  31b. 

A  1  +u  remarkable  average. 

contain  r  fa?,  North  Esk  still 

the  fact  tfi  trout,  notwithstanding 

them  for  many  years  past  the  majoritv  of 

seZn^  bard  plied  by  anglers  during'the 

S  fishiuf^  a  best  times  for  the  different  styles 
under  entirely  favourable  con- 
fVio  bardly  any  of  the  streams,  exeept  where 
th^^  t-ff  eonstantly  fished,  will  fail  to  yield  to 

On  th^esM  baskets  of  trout, 

and  fbe  North  Esk 

fishing  W  ‘waters  will  find  plenty  of 

little  '"here  not  free  there  is,  L  a  rule, 

courteoim  permission  provided 

courteous  application  is  made.  Heavy  trout  are 

m?nuu  ^  bmg  fine  in  the  clear  waters  with  the 
the  AvZf  w  par-tail.  These  are  got  mainly  in 
North  E  *^ba  middle  reaches  of  the 

i-Nortn  Jtsk,  whose  long  sweeps  and  wild  roekv 

Hud  *be  smolts  and  par  there 

b°au(bng  m  incredible  numbers. 

a  *be  North  Esk 

“Sights  »  is  one  of  the  noted 

distmTe  f,r?®  ®?  ®^-  *be  district,  and  a  short 

distance  higher  up  the  river  are  to  be  seen,  within 
the  romantic  gorge  of  the  lovely  Burn  Woods 

waterfall  known  as  the 
muuo  ^  and  the— in  the  opinion  of  many— still 
more  picturesque  “Eocks  of  fSolitude.”  The 
heH®Vr''?J  yben  the  water  is  a  particular 
fluid  ‘^““pffteiy  check  the  ascent  of  the 
anadromous  Salmonidx  to  the  farther  inland 
reaches,  and  m  no  state  of  water  will  a  spring 
fish,  should  It  get  forward,  pass  them  until  the 

is TeH^d  b  early  summer, 

and  ^l^^boby  between  the  “Loups” 

the  sea  that  the  salmon  angling  in  the 
wb?f?°  obtained,  the  reaches  farther  inland, 
whether  of  much  use  or  not  for  sport,  bein? 

seldom  indeed  fished.  “ 

flud^+t  fisheries  between  Glenesk  proper 

the^  ^be  Dalhpusie  (Lord  Dalhousie’s), 

the  Burn  (Colonel  Mclnroy’s  ,  Delladies  Stra- 
%■  ^l^“Pbell’s,  M.P.),  Pert  and  Gallery 
left  hf  Inglismaldie  and  Craigo 

!r?  d  a\  Nmtore’s),  Balmakewan,  Hatton 
(Lord  Arbuthnott’s).  Kirktonhill,  Kintore.Crai?o 
Craigo,  Morphie,  and  Charleston.  The  Craigo 

?rom^L!Zh  ?°bb  banks,  and  the  Morphie  also 
irom  both  banks,  are  by  a  long  way  the  most 
productive  fisheries  of  the  lot  in  the  aut?mn 

"^ben  fished  judiciously 
S  m-ddi  capable  rods,  as  many  fish  after 

in  1  of  September  as  any  other  fisheries 

fbc  same  extent. 

^tTi?  f?^*b®usie,  the  Burn,  the  Delladies,  the 
Stracathro,  the  Pert,  and  the  Inglismaldie  reaches 
are  the  best  during  summer  for  yielding  to  the 
rod  sport  with  any  sea-trout,  grilse,  or  small 
salmon  that  may  manage  with  the  spates  and 
during  the  weekly  slap  to  run  the  river  without 
being  caught  by  the  netters. 

The  only  hotel  that  has  salmon  angling  on  the 
river  is  the  Panmure  Arms  at  Edzell,  in  connec- 
J^'*b  which  the  Delladies  section  may  be 
fished  m  summer  and  autumn  with  a  chance  of 
tDlerable  success  when  the  water  is  all  right. 

I  he  trouting  flies  for  the  North  Esk  and 
tributary  streams  are  of  ihe  ordinary  sort,  used 
most  commonly  on  all  north-east  and  northern 
trouting  waters  of  Scotland  for  stream  and 
river  trout;  but  there  are  two  or  three  local 
ones  which  are  at  times  esteemed  the  best,  and 
these.  It  may  be  mentioned,  the  stranger  can 
hive  by  applying  to  Mr.  David  Murray,  tackle 
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maker,  Brechin,  who  is  the  great  fly  artificer  for 
the  streams  and  lochs  of  the  county, 
d  salmon,  the  minnow  and  the  gudgeon  are 
deadly  North  Esk  lures  in  autumn  ;  prawn  worS 
remarkably  well  when  the  conditions  are  per- 
^  ior  It.  Devon  kills ;  as  also  does 
Ehantom;  m  fact  anything  will  kill  at  times 
while  occasionally  nothing  but  the  Plunger  or 
Liapplesaul  fly  ‘'jerked  into  the  ribs  of  him  ” 
will  work-so  many  say.  The  flies  most  to  be 

Doctor,  Dalhousie, 
Member,  Carnegie,  Bed  Eover.  Campbell, 

b^ightning.  Dusty  IHller, 
®'^”b®ld,  and  Silver  Grey.  If  restricted  to  four 
out  ot  this  list  the  writer  would  take  the  Silver 
Doctor,  the  Dusty  Miller,  the  Member,  and  the  Bed 
Bover.  Sizes  range  from  number  six  for  small  clear 
watei  in  September  to  the  very  largest  sizes  for  big 
®"n°r®l'^''‘;®” *be  second  half  of  October, 
f,.-  nff  IS  a  splendid  river,  with  a 

frightfully  unenviable  reputation.  Its  salmon, 
tor  the  netters,  are  trapped  by  dykes;  and  they 
are  grappled  wholesale  by  anglers  with  infernal 
^vi®+u®^’-  sickening  to  think  of  it  • 

all  this  IS  enough,  nay,  more  than  enough,  to  take 
the  whole  poetry  out  of  the  business 

In  character  the  North  Esk-as  has  previously 
been  said-m  the  main  is  a  model  salmon  river, 
tor  it  possesses  every  variety  of  water— strong 
rock-girt  currents,  deep  slow  pools,  ripplino' 
streams  shelving  rock-hazards,  and  surface” 
curled,  boulder-bottomed  flats,  together  with  a 
I  tar  greater  range  in  the  aggregate  of  the 
perfection  of  spawning  ground  than  is  to  be 
met  with  in  the  same  extent  of  water  in  any 
other  river  in  the  country.  Truly  a  fine  river 
It  IS,  but  like  the  “  Meadow  Brook "  (in  the 
language  of  the  poet)— 

“  It  fills  as  long  as  falls  the  rain. 

In  drought  its  springs  soon  dry  again.’* 

And  thus  it  is  that  throughout  the  minor  part  of 
Its  extent,  to  which  by  reason  of  one  natural  and 
tiv®  artificial  obstructions  the  salmon  angling  is 
confined  and  only  had  for  two  short  months  in 
the  whole  year,  it  is  fickle  in  its  yield  of  sport, 
iill  past  the  charming  village  of  Edzell,  a  little 
over  halt-way  to  the  sea,  it  resembles  the  “  Water 
from  Ladore”  .  .  .  “  with  its  rapid  course 

and  steep  descent  ;  and  after  a  great  thunder 
aag  on  the  mountains,  or  a  night’s  or  day’s 
heavy  rain,  it  is  nothing  unusual  to  see  it  come 
tearing  down  over  its  rocky  bed  in  a  “bore” 
4tt.  or  4tt.  breast  high— a  perfect  chromatic 
turmoil  ot  water,  red  as  the  red  sandstone 
mrrnation  over  and  through  which  for  miles  it 
has  torn  its  way  with  deafening  roar,  resounding 
through  the  lovely  woods  of  the  Burn,  startling 
the  kestrel  from  the  crags  of  the  dark  “  Mooran  ” 

0^1-  the  echoes  of  the  far-famed  “  Bocks 

ot  bolitude.” 
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TROUT  FISHING  IN  MICHIGAN. 

Br  Dtt.  Heneage  Gibbe.s,  Ann  Arbor. 

Beceiving  the  Fishing  Gazette  every  week,  and 
reading  the  articles  with  the  greatest  interest 
especially  the  accounts  of  Scotch  salmon  fishiuo-’ 
in  rivers  with  which  I  am  well  acquainted,  B 
occurred  to  me  thai.  a  short  account  of  the  trout 
and  bass  fishing  hero  might  be  of  interest  to 
ttnghsh  readers.  I  may  mention  that  I  came 
over  here  from  London  five  years  ago  to  establish 
a  new  chair  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
State  University,  and  in  that  time  I  have  made 
myselt  tolerably  conversant  with  the  fishing 
throughout  this  state.  There  are  one  or  two 
points  where  the  tackle  used  here  differs  from 
that  in  England,  one  of  which  is  in  the  weio-ht 
of  the  rods,  many  here  using  a  fly- rod  weighmo- 
about  four  ounces;  this  is,  however,  a  mere  faiT, 
and  practical  men  after  a  time  come  down  to  a 
rod  of  sensible  weight.  There  is,  however,  one 
thing  m  which  the  Americans  excel  us,  and  that 
IS  the  ferule.  I  have  a  number  of  English  rods, 
but  never  use  them.  I  have  never  known  a  joint 
throw  out  ill  an  American  rod  made  by  a  good 
man.  Split  cane  is  made  up  here  in  perfection, 
and  no  one  could  wish  for  a  better  rod  than  one 
of  Leonard's  cr  C.  Forvis’.  The  American  reel  is 
much  lighter  than  the  English  owing  to  the  use  of 
ebonite  in  its  construction;  it  is  also  much  more 
expensive,  and  not  so  durable.  They  tie  all  the 
flies  here  on  4-inch  gut,  each  with  a  loop,  and  the 


casts  have  loops  for  attaching  the  Hies,  they  are 
also  used  larger  than  in  England,  and  taken  alto¬ 
gether  do  not  suit  a  man  like  myself,  brought  up 

''’®  ^  "’y  flies  from 

James  Ogden,  who  has  supplied  me  for  more  than 
wenty  years,  and  these  are  much  admired.  I  use 
a  large  number  every  season  in  consequence. 

hflUfl  frn  1^^^®  part  of  this  state 

F?Jh  P  ^  file”’. 'n'^stly  planted  by  the  State 
I  ish  Lommission  ;  m  several  of  them  grayling  are 

thl°t  1  liave  fished 

that  will  compare  favourably  with  any  trout  river 
in  Devonshire  or  North  Wales,  as  far  as  fish  go, 
and,  in  addition  to  a  good  basket  of  trout  and 
grayling,  there  is  always  the  chance  of  getting  a 
rainbow  trout.  These  magnificent  fish  run  up  to 
olb.  or  61b.,  and  one  of  31b.  to  61b.  will  give  as 
much  sport  as  a  fresh  run  salmon  of  181b.  or  201b  ■ 

^‘!^®  in  tiieir  action  when 

hooked,  and  take  the  whole  pool  to  play  in  I 
mean,  of  course,  taking  the  difference  in  size  of 
rod  and  line  in  each  case  into  consideration, 
iher®  are,  however,  drawbacks  to  the  pleasure  of 

are  happily  free  from  in 
Lngland.  One  of  these  is  the  heat,  which  is 
ntense,  and  one  has  to  wear  long  waders,  as  once 

to  ¥^®  f°  no  bank 

to  walk  on.  The  modus  operandi  is  this  :  havino- 

taken  up  your  abode  at  the  nearest  smafl 
town,  you  get  a  team  and  drive  to  the 
nearest  road  bridge  to  the  part  you  want  to  fish. 

1  ou  then  carefully  calculate  the  time  it  will  take 
you  to  fish  to  the  next  bridge,  and  order  your 
team  to  meet  you  there.  Some  of  these  bridc^es 
are  many  miles  apart,  and  then  you  have  to  (fnd 
a  point  where  it  is  possible  for  a  team  to  get  at 
the  river.  When  you  are  once  in  the  river,  there 
you  have  to  stay,  as  the  banks  are  so  thickl  y  over¬ 
grown  It  IS  impossible  to  get  along  on  them,  and 
the  country  is  entirely  wild  and  uncultivated. 

I  rom  the  time  you  start  until  you  reach  your  team 
again  you  are  absolutely  and  entirely  ah.ne  ;  vou 
niay  see  a  deer  or  bear  come  down  'o  drink,  but 
It  IS  rare  to  meet  another  fisherman  if  you  go  anv 
distance  from  a  town.  You  are  not  entirely  alone, 
however,  the  flies  are  always  with  you,  black  flies 
during  the  day,  and  mosquitoes  if  the  weather  is 
damp  all  day,  and  m  the  evening  they  come  round 
you  iiimillions;  in  addition  to  these  there  is  a  small 
ny,  the  no-see-um,  which  comes  out  in  the  evenino- 
and  literally  covers  you.  To  endure  these  pests 
nearly  everyone  IS  obliged  to  use  what  is  called 
dope,  a  mixture  in  which  oil  of  pennyroyal  is 
the  principal  ingredient.  I  am,  however,  little 
affected  by  these  flies,  a  long  residence  in  India 
and  Ghina  having  tanned  ray  hide,  so  that  beyond 
the  nuisance  of  the  buzzing  mosquitoes,  I  do  not 
mind  them  much.  The  little  no-see-ums  are  the 
worst  for  me,  as  they  sting  sharply  at  the  time, 
although  even  black  flies  leave  no  mark.  I  have 
seen  m®n,  however,  with  their  eyes  closed  from 

®c  1°^  f^®®®  this 

that  the  fishinghere  has  its  drawbacks,  but  after  all 
overlooking  these  little  discomforts,  what  greater 
pleasure  can  there  be  than  a  fine  day,  a  good 
river  with  a  good  bottom  for  wading,  plenty  of 
rises,  and  the  chance  of  at  anytime  hooking  a 
lour  or  five-pounder The  only  thing  that  I 
know  that  can  beat  it  is  a  stretch  of  the  Scotch 
Dee  betw®en  Aboyne  and  Bmchory  in  spring, 

,  p,® ,  fishing  on  Don  in  September 

and  October  for  salmon,  but  then  Scotch  salmon 
fishing  IS  just  heaven.  Black  bass  fishino' with 
i  le  fly  IS  capital  sport,  the  fish  are  game,  aiiu  take 
readily  at  certain  seasons  They  run  to  a  good 
size,  and  I  often  in  an  afternoon’s  fishing  get 
eighteen  or  twenty  weighing  from  201b.  to  301b 

they  run  generally  from  11b.  to  51b.,  smaller  than 
this  I  always  return  to  the  river.  I  use  a  split 
cane  lift,  rod,  and  salnio?.i  flies  which  I  get  from 
Scotland.  1  like  them  much  better  than  the  bass 
flies  made  in  this  country.  Wehave  a  splendid  river 
here  for  bass  fly-fishing,  but  it  is  all  deep  wading 
It  you  want  large  fish,  and  this  makes  it  verv 
warm  work  in  the  summer  when  the  therm ometer 
often  goes  overOOdcg.  Still,  it  is  fishing,  and  this 
compensates  for  any  amount  of  weary  routine  work. 


A  PAPER  entitled  “A  Waltonian  Sunday”  will 
be  read  before  the  United  Brothers  at  their  club¬ 
house,  Druid’s  Head,  Broadway,  Deptford,  on 
e^®ning  next  (May  28;,  by  Mr.  E.  S 
Shrubsole.  Some  sacred  songs  will  follow  the 
reading.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  8.30. 
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THE  BOOK  OF  THE  ROACH. 

By  the  Late  John  Geeville  Fennell. 

Edited  and  Revised  by  John  Bickebdyke. 

(Continued  from  page  226.) 

CHAPTER  IX. 

the  roach  regarded  from  a  culinary  point  op 

■VIEW — SOME  VALUABLE  MAXIMS— CONCLUSION. 

As  Food. — “  He  is  a  fish  of  no  great  reputation, 
and  his  spawn  is  accounted  much  better  than  any 
other  part  of  him.” — Walton. 

“  The  roe,  which  is  green  and  boils  red,  is 
remarkably  good.  They  differ  greatly  in  good¬ 
ness,  according  to  the  rivers  in  which  they  are 
caught.  Kone  are  good  that  are  kept  in  ponds. 

— Naturalist’s  Cabinet,  vol.  v. 

“  It  is  in  little  estimation  generally  for  table, 
but  it  is  best  as  food,  as  well  as  finest  in  colour, 
in  October, — a  state  produced  probably  by  the 
variety  as  well  as  quantity  of  nutriment  obtained 
during  a  long  summer  :  it  is  in  this  month  that 
it  is  most  sought  after  by  the  Thames  anglers.”— 
Yarrell. 

The  roach,  which  is  now  in  no  estimation,  and 
thought  useful  only  as  food  for  better  fish,  was 
probably  more  valued  formerly.  According  to 
Blomfield,  in  1413,  Clement  Paston,  Esq.,  and 
others,  trespassed  on  the  ponds  belonging  to  the 
Abbot  of  Si.  Rennets,  and  took  200  roaches,  200 
perch,  and  300  eels,  which  were  together  -valued 
at  100  shillings,  a  high  price  then.  Pet  in 
L’Estrange’s  “  Household  Book,”  which  refers  to 
the  next  century,  few  notices  of  fresh-water  fish 
are  to  be  found.  A  barrister  friend  informs  us 
that  this  value  was  only  nominal,  as  were  the 
numbers  also,  but  lawyers  assume  a  great  deal. 

Cooking  Boach,  &c. — When  large  roach  are 
scored  across  the  sides,  and  broiled  with  the  scales 
on,  they  are  considered  by  many  a  well-flavoured 
fish,  especially  in  the  autumn  and  winter  seasons. 

I  feel  assured  that  no  one  thing  is  more 
neglected  in  this  country  than  the  cooking  of 
fish.  How  is  it  that  at  tables  east  of  London, 
barbel,  roach,  dace,  and  even  the  white  bream 
are  brought  to  table  and  eaten  by  the  most 
fastidious  with  relish  and  thankfulness  ?  With 
one  style  of  cooking  the  roe  of  the  barbel 
is  a  violent  poison ;  by  another  treatment  it 
becomes  palatable  and  wholesome.  The  mere 
fact  of  washing  and  boiling  it  either  in  vinegar 
or  vinegar  and  water,  making  the  difference. 
Roach  from  one  kitchen  shall  appear  a  sappy, 
soddened,  sickly  pulp,  only  held  together  by  a 
framework  of  loose  bones.  From  another,  with 
firm  and  flaky  flesh,  a  single  one  affording,  with 
a  well-boiled  potato,  a  relishing  meal.  And  who 
that  has  partaken  of  dace,  hot  and  hissing  from 
the  brazier  of  the  dark-eyed  Rebecca,  will  gain¬ 
say  that  this  much-despised  fish  is  delicious  when 
cooked  as  she  can  cook  them  ?  The  truth  is,  we 
are  all  behindhand  in  our  knowledge  of  cookery, 
and  blame  our  fresh-water  fish  when  we  ought  to 
take  the  shame  to  ourselves. 

“  Take  a  roach — the  sooner  after  he  is  caught 
the  better — of  about  half  a  pound  or  upwards, 
and  having  wiped  the  scales  off  him — which  may 
be  done  wiih  a  coarse  cloth  without  injuring  the 
flesh,  as  with  a  knife — dredge  it  with  flour,  and 
having  your  fat  or  oil  ready  boiling  in  the  pan, 
lay  him  gently  therein  ;  do  not  crack  or  break  the 
skin  ;  keep  it  as  much  as  possible  from  touching 
the  pan,  by  causing  it  to  float  in  the  grease,  and 
turn  with  a  flat  dumpling-strainer,  or  other 
similar  instrument,  and  it  will  brown  by  the  mere 
contact  with  its  seething  bath.  A  squeeze  of 
lemon,  or  drop  or  two  of  vinegar,  when  on  the 
plate,  will  add  a  zest.  Now  I  have  not  said  py- 
thing  about  gutting  the  fish.  Indeed  I  strictly 
enjoin  you  not  to  do  so.  AVhen  the  fish  comes  to 
table,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  divide  the  fish  down 
the  back  with  your  knife — the  fins  and  their 
bones  being  avoided — strip  one  side  and  then  the 
other  of  the  fish,  which  you  will  find  you  can  do 
in  perfect  and  unbroken  flakes,  and  place  the 
anatomical  structure  on  a  separate  plate  for 
removal.  Or  if  you  are  in  immediate  proximity 
to  the  kitchen — or  what  is  still  better,  if  you  have 
the  stove  at  your  elbow — remove  the  flesh  before 
it  is  placed  upon  the  table.” — Rev.  J.  Marlin. 

Cooking  Fish. — Many  have  been  the  good 
dinners  we  have  made  beside  the  streams — being 
our  own  cook — upon  some  of  the  roach  caught  to 
earn  the  meal ;  and  as  there  is  no  appetite  like 
one  obtained  by  labour,  and  no  flavour  like  that- 


the  open  air  imparts,  the  relish  has  been  beyond 
description.  The  angler  should  be  provident  at 
starting,  taking  with  him  a  loaf  in  a  hole  in 
which  some  butter  has  been  hidden — salt,  pepper, 
and  lucifers,  not  forgetting  something  in  a  flask 
wherewith  to  adulterate  the  pure  element,  and  his 
cuisine  is  thus  far  complete.  A  handful  of  dry 
sticks,  some  leaves,  turf,  or  any  dry  rubbish,  will 
afford  fuel,  and  a  flat  stone,  cleansed  in  the  river 
and  placed  to  warm  by  the  fire,  will  afford  a  good 
substitute  for  a  plate. 

The  flsh  should  be  washed  clean,  particularly 
the  throats,  cut  open  and  gutted,  but  no  water 
should  touch  the  inside,  as  the  natural  juices 
should  be  retained  as  far  as  possible.  Take  off  the 
heads,  score  the  sides  slightly,  and  pepper  and 
salt  them  well,  inside  and  out.  Cut  some  twigs 
of  blackthorn,  or  any  hard  wood,  peel  and  trim 
the  ends,  and  run  the  pointed  end  of  one  along 
the  backbone  of  each  roach,  sticking  the  thick 
ends  into  the  ground,  so  that  the  fish  may  lean 

over  the  fire.  ^  i_  -n 

The  appearance  of  the  inside  of  the  fish  will 
tell  you  when  they  are  done.  Take  them  off  the 
twigs,  one  by  one,  with  a  twist  to  disengage  the 
stick  from  the  flesh ;  lay  them  on  your  hot  stone 
plate,  and  butter  them  while  warm. 

In  cooking  perch  after  this  fashion,  it  is  much 
better  to  leave  the  scales  on;  they  protect  the 
juices  of  the  fish,  and  peel  off  all  in  one  flake. 

We  are  told  by  an  American  friend  and  angler, 
of  the  following  recipe  for  baking  or  steaming 
fresh-water  fish  :  “  Let  the  fire  be  a  good  one,  to 
produce  the  requisite  amount  of  live  embers. 
When  it  is  burned  down  it  is  ready  both  for  pota¬ 
toes  and  fish.  Do  not  cut  off  the  heads  of  the 
fish,  but  season  them,  and  then  take  a  piece  of 
strong  thin  paper,  and  smearing  it  thinly  with 
butter,  roll  a  fish  in  it.  After  saturating  each 
fish  so  encased  in  the  stream,  lay  them  side  by 
side  in  the  bed  of  hot  ashes,  cover  them  u^,  and 
give  a  minute  to  an  inch ;  that  is,  if  a  fish  is  ten 
inches  long  give  it  ten  minutes,  and  so  on.  When 
you  uncover  them  they  can  be  removed  from  the 
ashes  by  inserting  the  forked  end  of  a  long  stick 
beneath,  and  drawing  them  out.  When  you  take 
them  out  of  the  paper,  unroll  them  carefully  on  a 
flat  stone,  open  and  butter  them  to  your  liking, 
and,  above  all,  regard  the  head  as  a  precious  inor- 
sel;  it  contains  much,  when  done  in  this  fashion, 
'hat  is  glutinous  and  fatty.  In  the  language  of 
Father  ‘  Izaak,’  ‘  they  are  too  good  for  any  but 
honest  anglers.’  Old  anglers  have  confessed,  after 
a  roast  or  bake  (in  the  former  plan  doing  the  fish 
on  flat  stones  previously  heated  in  the  fire),  that 
they  have  missed  much  by  not  adopting  this 
simple  way  of  providing  a  sumptuous  dinner,  and 
that  all  household  methods,  with  their  epicurean 
appliances,  were  not  to  be  compared  with  roasting 
or  baking  under  the  ashes.  The  latter  is  the 
surest  method  of  retaining  the  natural  flavour  of 
the  fish.” 

We  have  heard  of  large  chub  and  roach  being 
cooked  in  the  artful  gipsy  fashion  of  surrounding 
the  fish,  entrails,  scales  and  all,  in  a  dumpling  of 
clay,  and  submitting  this  to  a  hole  previously 
dug,  in  which  a  wood  fire  had  left  but  its  embers, 
and  then  closing  the  top  with  a  turf.  But  com¬ 
mend  us  to  the  toasting  and  baking  process. 

[D-  gustibiis,  &c. ;  for  my  own  part  I  believe  that 
if  a  roach,  caught  in  autumn  or  winter,  when  it 
is  not  feeding  on  weeds,  is  scaled,  cleaned,  and 
wiped  dry  inside  and  out  (he.,  not  washed  in  water), 
egged  and  bread-crumbed,  and  exquisitely  tried 
the  day  he  is  taken  out  of  the  river,  he  will  be 
superior  to  another  roach  cooked  by  any  other 
process.  With  him  should  be  fried  a  little  parsley, 
and  the  best  of  sauces  is  a  little  lemon  juice, 
and  either  pepper  ground  from  a  table  mill  or 
cayenne  pepper.  But  cook  him  the  day  he  is 
caught— fail  not  in  that.  If  the  frying  is  done  in 
butter,  which  learned  cooks  say  is  w'rong,  he  will 
taste  all  the  sweeter,  but  not  be  such  a  good 
colour  as  if  fried  in  oil  or  lard.  But  how  many 
roach  fishers  have  cooks  who  can  fry  exquisitely  P 
Not  one  in  five  hundred.  Mind  you,  do  not  try 
this  receipt  on  a  pond  roach,  but  deal  thus  with  a 
river  roach  in  good  season,  as  I  have  explained. 
— J.  B  ] 

We  will  conclude  with  a  few  hints,  the  result 
of  long  experience,  which  escaped  notice  in  their 
proper  places. 

All  tackle  should  be  as  good  and  carefully 
made  as  the  means  at  the  angler’s  command  will 
admit :  it  should  be  kept  in  good  condition,  and 
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packed  away  so  as  to  be  available  at  a  moment  s 
notice.  The  young  angler  especially  should  learn 
to  whip  a  hook  on  to  hair  or  gut,  to  put  on  a 
ring,  or  splice  a  broken  rod;  but  we  have  not 
thought  it  advisable  to  go  into  the  detail  of  tackle 
making,  which  has  been  well  and  often  treated  of 
by  other  writers. 

When  punt  fishing,  the  attendant  should  never 
be  allowed  to  bait  the  hook,  or  take  the  fish  off  ; 
the  latter  is  a  fruitful  source  of  damage,  the  gut 
or  hair  being,  by  clumsy  handling,  crippled  where 
it  is  tied  to  the  hook.  To  avoid  this  we  con¬ 
stantly  use  a  disgorger,  which  prevents  this  mis¬ 
chief,  and  causes  the  hooks  to  last  much  longer. 

It  is  curious  to  notice  the  difference  in  durability 
between  gut  and  hair ;  the  former,  if  drawn  fine, 
sometimes  frets,  and  loses  its  strength  in  a  day  s 
fishing  ;  the  latter,  with  care,  will  last  for  years, 
and  does  not  deteriorate  by  the  action  of  the  water. 
All  rods,  lines,  floats,  &c.,  should  be  carefully  over¬ 
hauled  from  time  to  time,  the  req'dsite  repairs 
made,  and  the  rods  varnished  when  necessary. 

When  proper  time  can  be  given  for  the  varnish 
to  dry  well,  coachmaker’s  copal  is  the  best  that 
can  be  used,  but  as  this  takes  a  long  time  in 
drving,  shellac  dissolved  in  wood  naptha  makes 
an"  excellent  tough  varnish,  which  dries  in  a  few 
minutes.  [Good  for  whippings,  but  cannot  _be 
recommended  as  a  rod  varnish. — J.  B]  Spirits 
of  wine  is  often  recommended  as  a  solvent  for 
this  gum,  but  varnish  made  with  it  is  more 
liable  to  chill,  and  it  will  not  dissolve  so  much 
shellac ;  whereas  good  wood  naphtha  will  unite 
with  the  gum  in  any  proportions.  There  are 
several  sorts  of  wood  naphtha,  some  of  which 
will  not  dissolve  shellac,  but  the  best  is  sold 
especially  for  the  use  of  hat  makers.  There 
are  two  methods  of  making  up  tackle,  one  with 
dry  silk,  the  other  with  silk  waxed.  If  the 
former  be  preferred,  it  may  be  varnished  with 
the  shellac  varnish  just  mentioned,  but  if  shoe¬ 
maker’s -n-ax  has  been  employed,  a  varnish  must 
be  used  that  will  combine  with  it,  such  as  the 
dammar  varnish  previously  mentioned. 

[There  are  a  few  roach  fishing  maxims  which, 
may  be  summed  up  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
Fish  fine;  ground  bait  judiciously  so  that  the 
fish  get  the  bait  and  yet  do  not  over-eat  them¬ 
selves  ;  be  patient,  but  not  too  patient;  when  one 
method  or  baits  fail  try  other  methods  and  baits 
until  successful;  let  the  fish  neither  hear  nor  see 
you ;  consider  the  season,  the  heisjht  and  colour 
of  the  water,  and  fish  accordingly ;  use  clean, 
sweet  baits;  return  undersized  fish.  Finally,  be 
not  puffed  up  with  pride  if,  after  reading 
“  Greville  F.’s”  exhaustive  work,  you,  by  follow¬ 
ing  his  directions,  catch  a  hundredweight  of 
roach,  more  or  less. — J.  B.] 

Note. — Azuriue  Roach. — Mr.  T.  R.  Sacha 
kindly  sends  me  the  following  extract  from 
“  Darling’s  Guide  to  Walton-on-the-Naze,’  written 
by  J.  (Ireville  Fennell,  and  published  in  1876;  it 
is  now  out  of  print : — 

“  Inland  fishing  can  be  obtained  for  roach,  &c., 
some  three  miles  to  the  west  of  Walton,  in  a  little 
and  apparently  insignificent  river.  But  here  as 
many  as  forty  pounds  of  mach  have  been  caught 
to  a  single  rod  in  a  day,  many  of  the  fish  com¬ 
peting  for  size,  colour,  and  flavour  with  those  of 
the  Thames  or  Lea.  But  the  naturalist  as  well  as 
the  angler  will  not  fail  to  vi.sit  this  stream,  as  it 
contains  that  remarkable  scarce  fish  in  the  British 
Islands,  the  Azurine  or  Blue  Roach  (Lencibcus 
cocruleus).  Its  habits  are  said  to  be  rnuch  like 
those  of  the  chub,  and  especially  it  is  highly 
retentive  of  life.  It  in  shape  re.sembles  the  rudd, 
but  as  regards  colour  it  is  distinguished  by 
having  the  upper  part  of  the  head,  the  back,  and 
sides  a  slate-blue,  passing  into  silvery  below,  and 
both  shining  with  a  metalic  lustre,  whereas  in 
the  rudd  the  lower  part  of  the  body  is  of  a  golden 
yellow,  and  the  fins  of  the  azurine  are  white,  not, 
as  in  the  rudd,  of  a  vermilion  colour.” — J.  B. 

(Concluded.) 


We  understand  that  Messrs.  Richardson,  ‘A  e 
Pluckie  Terche,”  77.  Finshury-pavement,  have 
been  appointed  by  Messrs.  Warner,  of  the  Welsh 
Harp  fishery,  Hendon,  to  act  as  their  agents  in 
the  City  for  the  fishing,  and  that  day  tickets, 
price  la.  each  for  bottom  and  2s.  fid.  each  for 
jack  fishing,  can  therefore  be  had  from  Messrs. 
Richardson,  as  well  as  annual  subscription  tickets 
at  21s.  each. 


By  Majoe  W.  G.  Tdele. 

FLY-FISHING  FOR  JACK  AT  FISHERS’ 
POND. 

the  best  jack-fishing 
lound  Winchester  was  to  be  had  at  Fisher’s  PonA 
his  water  was  little  known  to  the  general  public 
at  that  time  (1866),  partly  owing  to  the  fac^t  that 
t  IS  private  property,  and  still  more  because  the 
‘^tandish.  Esq,,  bad  a  very 
natural  dislike  to  having  it  overfished.  He  was 
however,  always  most  courteous  to  the  officers’ 
and  never  failed  to  send  them  an  annual  ticket 

bv  accompanied 

t JrPi  y  stringent  code  of  rules.  Snap- 

tackle  only  allowed  All  fish  under  5lb.  to  be  re¬ 
fer  ohe  of  the  garrison  I,  too,  came  in 

for  my  turn  with  the  rest,  and  so  obtained  my 
hrst  introduction  to  ,iack-fishing.  ^ 

My  old  friend  South  West,  who.  if  the  truth  were 
mown,  IS  as  keen  after  the  varmint  as  he  is  after 
the  trout,  was  also  quartered  in  Winchester  that 
year,  and  -v^  used  to  charter  a  dog-cart  together 
Horn  John  Tubb  the  accommodating  livery  stable’ 
man  I  mentioned  in  a  former  article  as  doing  his 
best  to  break  my  neck  for  me,  and  hie  away  to 
pond  Many  a  long  and  peaceful  day’s  enjoy- 
ment  we  have  had,  paddling  our  own  canoe,  in  the 
a  flat-bottomed  boat,  one  scubing  whilst 
^e  other  fished,  always  taking  great  care  not  to 
make  more  motion  in  the  water  than  we  could 
help,  for  fear  of  disturbing  the  fish. 

Marwell  Hall,  on  which  estate  Fishers’ 
Pond  lies,  IS  distant  from  Winchester  be- 

and  by  no  means 
the  least  delightful  part  of  the  outing  was 
the  drive  down  the  charming  Itchen  Valley 
disfigured  with  the  hideous 
^d  brick  vmduct,  belonging  to  the  Didcot  and 
^ewbury  Railway,  which  now  obstructs  the  view 
After  passing  through  Twyford,  which  I  have 
heardcalled  the  Queen  of  Hants  Villages,  a  short 
mile  across  Golden  Common  brought  us  to  our 
destination.  Fishers’  Pond  is  not  only  a  rare 

gun,  but  has 

the  additional  recommendation  of  being  as  pretty 
a  spot  as  one  wonld  be  able  to  find  for  many  a  long 
mile  round.  The  thickly -wooded  banks  slope 
down  to  the  very  edge  of  the  pond,  or,  to  be  more 
correct,  two  ponds,  the  upper  and  the  lower,  being 
almost,  but  not  quite,  divided  by  a  narrow  tongue 
of  land.  The  lower  one  is  much  the  larger 
Waterfowl  abound  in  great  quantities,  especially 
coots,  which  are  so  uncomfortably  tame  that  they 
T  nearly  on  them, 

n  ,®*^a°dish  was  still  living  at  Mar- 

-T^V’  ^  bandsome  Tudor  gothic  building 
erected  about  1816  in  place  of  the  original  historic 
mansion,  which  was  of  ancient  date,  and  the 
reputed  scene  of  more  than  one  romantic  tale, 
borne  say  the  legend  of  the  mistletoe  bough 
was  enacted  here,  and  the  chest  in  which 
the  young  bride  entombed  herself  is  still 
extant.  More  tangible  and  easier  of  belief  is  a 
story  that  Henry  VIIT.  was  privately  married  to 
Jane  Seymour  in  this  house,  she  being  sister  to 
the  then  owner.  Sir  Henry  Seymour.  Sir  Henry 
as  was  natural,  was  a  yery  pronounced  Protestant 
and  seems  to  have  had  a  very  unenviable  reputa-’ 
tion  on  account  of  his  cruelties  to  his  Roman 
Oatnolic  neighbours. 

The  modern  house  has  been  so  carefully  copied 
from  the  former  one,  as  really  to  have  deceived 
people  into  irnagining  it  to  be  the  genuine 
old  hall  Itself ;  and  the  resemblance  was  even 
intensified  when  Mr.  Standish  removed  his 
establishment  to  Marwell  Lodge,  higher  up  on 
the  hill,  and  left  the  half-dismantled  hall  a  prey 
to  desolation  and  ghostly  memories.  The  squire 
was  a  great  fisherman,  at  one  time  a  member  of 
the  old  Stockbridge  Club,  and  the  only  man  I 
eyer  heard  of  who  could  boast  of  killing  two 
large  grayling  on  the  same  cast.  I  think  I  am 
correct  in  saying  they  were  both  oyer  31b.  I 
remember  his  telling  me,  in  times  gone  by, 
how  strong  the  May-fly  was  at  Stockbrid£ 
and  Houghton,  whereas  now  it  is  almost  extinct 
^Iter  he  gaye  up  fishing, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  do  seyeral  yeafs 
ago,  owing  to  failing  sight,  I  used  to  send 
im  some  trout  once  a  year,  just  as  a  memento  of 
old  times.  He  was  one  of  the  few  anglers  who 
really  appreciated  this  fish  in  a  cooked  form,  and 


391 


always  made  a  point  of  describing  to  me  the  new 
methods  his  French  chef  was  able  to  deyise  foT 
serving  them  up. 

shooting  and  his  pond  were  his  great 
not  be  too  much  to^  say 

nn  was  given 

l-flo  bags  made  were  sometimes 
phenomenal.  I  have  been  present  on  more  than 

nnH  °  four  guns  have  killed  their  400 

and  oOO  a  day.  He  was  also  a  keen  foxhunter, 
and  It  was  characteristic  of  bis  kindheartedness 
that  he  would  never  allow  a  fox  run  to  earth  to 
great  delight  was  to  gather 
the  birds  round  the  house,  especially  the  rooks 
which  were  so  tame  that  they  would  come  on  to 
the  window-silIs  to  be  fed,  and  nested  about  the 
lawn  on  shrubs  and  bushes  not  10ft.  high. 

\V  hen  I  first  began  to  fish  Fisher’s  Pond  it  was 
comparatively  free  from  weeds  all  over.  After  a 
time,  however  that  curse  to  fishermen,  the 

appearance,  and  quite 
rendering  fishing  almost 
impossible  for  some  years.  Then  suddenly,  with 
no  apparent  rhyme  or  reason,  it  vanished,  since 
when  Its  place  has  been  filled  up  by  a  vast  accu¬ 
mulation  of  mud.  This  mud  was  a  cause  of 
gi  eat  distress  to  the  squire,  and  not  long  before 
his  death  he  consulted  me  upon  the  advisability 
and  best  method  of  cleaning  it  out.  I  suggested 
his  trying  a  machine  then  recently  inyented  for 
cleaning  out  mud,  worked  by  steam.  He  never 
eally  did  anything  in  the  matter;  the  under¬ 
taking,  1  expect,  was  too  gigantic. 

In  consequence  of  all  these  drawbacks,  the 
Ashing,  though  still  good,  is  not  what  it  used  to 
ne  in  the  days  when  South  West  and  I  thought 
?  g  °f  returning  home  with  a  dog-cart  half 
tuU  ot  hsh.  We  soon  gave  up  snap-tackle,  finding 
It  too  deadly  to  be  amusing,  and  followed  the 
more  sportsman-like  practice  of  fly-fishino'  I 
was  fly  maker,  and  flatter  myself  that  I  turned 
out  some  natty  and  unique  specimens,  admirably 
adapted  to  our  purpose.  They  were  tied  on 
large  double  salmon  hooks,  the  shanks  prolonged 
by  twisted  galyanised  wire  so  as  to  make  the  fly 
about  four  inches  in  length,  this  again  was  wound 
round  with  a  thin  strip  of  lead  to  weight  it,  the 
whole  being  coyered  with  seyeral  layers  of  Berlin 
wool.  I  he  bodies  were  of  yarious  hues,  four 
peacock  s  eyed  feathers  seryed  for  wings,  whilst 
the  heads  were  furnished  with  jay’s  blue  feathers 
or  blue  dyed  hackle,  and  finished  off  by  large 
beads  for  eyes.  The  latter,  I  fear,  served  more 
the  purpose  of  ornament  than  use.  We  found 
out  quite  by  accident  that  a  body  made  of  a 
pecuhar  coloured  brown  worsted  and  ribbed  with 
broad  gold  tinsel  was  by  far  the  most  deadly  ;  in 
Ireland  this  colour  is  called  fiery  brown. 

Fly-fishing  for  jack  in  a  shallow  or  weedy  pond 
IS  really  a  yery  good  imitation  of  salmon  fishing, 
tor  one  can  see  the  fish  rise  at  the  fly,  head  and 
shoulders  out  of  the  water,  and  if  they  miss  it 
they  return  to  the  charge  again  and  again,  and 
haying  only  one  double  hook  in  their  mouth, 
instead  of  the  usual  lot  of  triangle  ones,  they  play 
much  better.  An  eighteen-foot  salmon  rod  is 
about  the  handiest  weapon  to  use,  with  twisted 
salmon  gut  for  a  collar.  Our  way  of  going  to 
work  was  to  wait  for  a  rising  fish,  that  is  until  1 
we  saw  the  roach  jump  out  of  the  water,  as  then 
we  might  be  sure  Mr.  John  was  at  hand,  and  we 
had  only  to  throw  the  fly  just  beyond  the  com- 
motion,  spasmodically  jerking  it  back  towards  us, 
and  a  hundred  to  one  a  large  head  and  shoulders 
would  go  at  it  at  once. 

When  hooked,  a  good  fish  always  made  a  rush 
and  ran  the  line  off  just  like  a  salmon,  and  often,’ 
when  we  thought  we  had  got  him  safe  up  to  the 
boat,  he  would  dive  right  underneath  it.  To  my 
mind,  fly-fishing  for  jack  is  much  more  sporting 
and  exciting  than  spinning,  and  I  recommend  all 
jack  spinners  to  give  it  a  fair  trial  and  see  what 
they  think  of  it.  It  has  one  great  advantage, 
you  can  work  a  fly  over  shallow  and  weedy  water 
when  spinning  would  be  impossible.  The  largest 
a,t  Fishers’  Pond  weighed 
M-ilb.  My  brother-in-arms,  who  was  sculling  at 
the  time,  became  so  agitated  at  seeing  me  hook 
such  a  big  fellow,  that  he  promptly  dropped  one 
of  the  sculls  into  the  water,  and  w'e  had  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  getting  the  boat  ashore,  for 
as  ill  luck  would  have  it,  I  had  no  gaff  with  me! 

We  landed  at  last,  however,  and  immediately  set- 
to  to  secure  our  prize.  Just  as  wm  got  him  close 
ill  flG  stuck  f^st  in  the  mud^  on  which  my  com- 


pamon  eased  him  up  a  bit,  whilst  I  dragged 
him  at  intervals  towards  me,  when  at  last  we 
managed  to  get  him  on  to  the  bank.  But  it  was 
work  of  patience,  and  required  some  rather 
delicate  manipulation. 

^  •^^•Poinfler  as  near  as  I  could  judge, 

f  hinc^  knew  some’ 

‘^ke  fly  world,  so 

tPmJ  beautiful  brown  fly  could 

S  umt  m  favourite  haunt 

so  cIa^pW  '^bose  branches  hung 

In  ypvGE  the  water  that  it  was  impossible 

h  u •  fbere  he  would 

he  basking  m  the  sun  in  the  most  aggravating 
manner  metaphorically  winking  one  eye  at  uf 

^  ^  bne  fellow,  and 
wouidn  t  you  like  to  have  hold  of  me?”  We 

never  did,  sad  to  relate,  and  I  believe  he  is  there 

having  been  taken  from 
halp^f«n  late  years.  He  might,  of  course, 
hmlrbff  ^  t  victim  to  poachers,  for  the  neigh- 
bourhood  IS  by  no  means  free  from  these  gentry. 

p^-p  ^  u-®"  ^^fk  can  t  abide  to  see  anything  living 
except  hisself  was  amply  verified  on  Fisher? 
^ond,  for  It  was  quite  pitiful  to  see  the  havoc  they 

P°k®^?  1^®'’®  ^“'’"'8®*'  the  young  coot  and  wild 
duck.  I  have  often  watched  a  brood  of  these 
ittle  creatures  launching  forth  merrily  to  cross 

Lw  ®®®''  °ne  by  one  into  the 

jaws  ot  their  voracious  neighbours,  so  that  out  of 

°°ly.  about  half  would  reach  the 
u  ®  ®bore.  It  is  not  without  reason  that  the 

ib  ®r®®‘^-  of  tbe  fresh-water 

shark,  for  there  is  little  he  will  not  go  for,  pro¬ 
vided  it  IS  moving.  I  have  taken  them  before 

i™®f°®  rat  with  a 

double  hook  embedded  in  it,  and  even  had 
good  results  through  the  fur  tail  of  a  lady’s 
cippet.  About  the  oddest  capture  on  the  pond 
was  told  me  the  other  day  by  some  one  who  was 
present’  when  a  lady,  whilst  spinning  for  jack 
and  having  no  gaff,  landed  an  unusually  large 
fash  in  an  inverted  umbrella.  No  doubt  the  uses 
and  abuses  to  which  umbrellas  have  been  put 
are  infinite,  but  I  never  heard  of  one  being  turned 
into  a  landing-net  before. 

water  is  full  of  holes,  which  contain  many 
fine  perch.  These  are  best  taken  with  a  worm, 
as  the  small  jack  will  go  at  a  minnow  like  a  shot. 
Utten  on  a  hot  sunny  day,  when  it  has  been  use- 
iess  to  try  for  jack,  I  have  moored  the  boat  close 
to  one  of  the  numerous  big  holes  and  dropped  in  a 
paternoster,  when  I  was  pretty  sure  to  have  agood- 
si^zed  perch.  There  are  also  some  fine  carp  in 
the  pond.  I  saw  one  taken  last  year,  which 

catpVT  f'^fb.  Another  amusement  was  eel 
catching.  The  pond  eels  are  large  and  abound 
n  great  quantity,  but  they  are  neither  so  silvery 
or  so  delicate  eating  as  those  of  the  Test.  We  had 
only  to  look  out  for  a  blow  hole  and  let  in  a  lob 
worm  on  a  hook,  and  before  we  could  say  “  Jack 
Robinson  it  was  sucked  in,  and  then  it  was  pull 
1  ’i  baker.  The  mud  at  the  bottom  of 
the  lake  is  completely  studded  with  fresh-waier 
muss®ls,  that  looked  to  me  as  if  they  would  make 
good  bait,  though  no  one  to  my  knowledge  has 
ever  tried  hem.  o 


Thesquir®’  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  never  fished 
pond  himself,  but  he  was  always  anxious  to 
now,  up  to  the  last,  the  capture  of  each  angler. 

generous  landlord, 
although,  like  a  true  Englishman,  he  resented 
being  intpfered  with,  particularly  by  those  light- 
fingered  individuals  the  poachers,  and  louff  and 
bitter  were  the  feuds  between  them.  His 
mechanical  knowledge  was  very  considerable.  He 
could  almost  make  every  part  of  a  gun,  and  had 
a  large  and  interesting  collection  of  them,  possess¬ 
ing  amongst  others  one  of  the  first  breach-loaders 
ever  introduced  into  England,  and.  what  was  more 
curious.  It  was  an  ejector  also.  He  treasured  it 
highly,  and  would  tell  the  story  of  how  it  had 
been  presented  to  him  by  a  French  Count  in 
return  for  his  having  succeeded  in  putting  a 
collar  on  the  neck  of  a  restive  colt  when  all  the 
grooms  had  given  up  the  attempt  in  despair. 

Hr.  btandish  died  in  the  early  part  of  this 
year  and  now  his  nephew  reigns  over  Fishers’ 
f  Olid  in  his  stead.  I  understand  that  he,  too  is 
a  good  sportsman.  But  Pery  Standish  and 
fishers  1  ond  are  so  indissolubly  connected 
together  in  my  mind  that  it  will  take  a  long  time 
for  me  to  reconcile  myself  to  the  idea  of  the 
water  with  a  new  owner. 
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THE  RISING  RIVER. 

By  Mona. 


There  was  once  an  angler  who  had  a  very  bad 
temper.  This  he  exhibited  in  various  ways  and 
on  many  occasions  from  time  to  time  to  the 
amusement  or  distress  of  those  about  him, 
according  to  their  temperament  or  circumstances; 
but  those  outbursts  of  savage  ferocity  which  rose 
to  tiie  heroic,  and  totally  dwarfed  all  his  other 
efforts  were  only  produced  by  blank  days.  For 
all  other  forms  of  human  misfortune  he  could, 
after  the  first  brief  explosion,  find  some  little 
consolatory  drop  of  philosophy  in  sorne  of  the 
remoter  recesses  of  his  nature  which  did  a  little 
alleviate  the  pain  of  the  unavoidable,  but  to  the 
awful  infliction  of  a  blank  day  he  had  nothing  to 
oppose  but  language.  The  truth  is  the  steadily 
intensifying  of  the  hopeless  misery  which  marks 
the  slowly  lengthening  hours  of  an  utterly  blank 
day  gradually  exhausts  every  drop  of  philosophy 
the  most  Job-like  of  us  possesses.  But  the  bitter¬ 
ness  of  despair  shows  itself  in  silence  with  many. 
There  are  feelings  and  thoughts  too  deep  for 
utterance.  Such  anglers  when  severely  tried, 
probably  die  young.  Pew  constitutions  are  suffi¬ 
ciently  robust  to  withstand  that  fearful  internal 
strain  for  any  long  period.  Sometimes  a  harm¬ 
less  form  of  lunacy  of  the  childlike  and  bland 
order  happily  supervenes,  and  so  immediately 
fatal  results  are  avoided.  But  our  hero  was 
superior  to  any  such  weaknesses  as  these.  In 
sound  and  fury  of  mighty  volume,  and  in  language 
that  illuminated  the  gloom  of  evening  with 
dazzling  shafts  of  the  pit,  he  found  r.  lief  for  his 
suffering  soul,  while  his  unfortunate  gillie  was 
belaboured  with  satire  and  scorn,  and  consigned 
ever  and  anon,  himself  and  his  explanatory 
suggesfions,  to  nameless  regions  of  weeping  and 
woe.  For  copious  ima^eiy  and  richness  of 
expletives  his  language  on  such  occasions  left 
little  to  be  desired,  while  the  evident  lightness 
with  which  his  fifty  odd  winters  sal  upon  his 
vigorous  and  powerful  frame  showed  the  exercise 
agreed  with  him.  However  questionable  on  moral 
grounds  it  was  at  least  a  veritable  tonic,  and  he 
returned  from  his  fruitless  labour  surrounded 
with  an  atmo.«phere  of  picturesque  imprecations 
which  gradually  restored  him  to  his  healthy 
normal  condition  as  he  neared  home.  Like  a 
generous  giant  refreshed  he  did  not  fail  either  to 
apply  some  of  the  uni  vers  il  salve  for  all  evils  to 
the  injured  feelings  of  his  gillie,  and  as  his  pocket 
was  deep  his  little  foible  was  readily  forgiven. 

Being  a  man  of  easy,  not  to  say  affluent, 
circumstances  he  had  seen  sport  in  many  lands. 
He  had  more  than  once  swept  the  zone  of 
northern  Arctic  latitudes  in  both  hemispheres 
for  salmon,  but  like  many  another  votary  of 
the  big  game  he  was  gradually  beginning  to 
feel  an  increasing  interest  in  trout.  Like  Prince 
Hal,  whose  soul  once  longed  for  that  poor 
creature,  small  beer,  he  felt  this  taste  was 
a  weakness  and  unworthy,  but  in  spite  of 
all  he  was  gradually  giving  way  to  it,  and 
spring  and  early  summer  fr<-(|uently  saw  him 
climbing  over  the  slopes  of  Kerry  hills  and 
Donegal  moors  in  search  of  trout  streams  and 
loughs  of  g  lod  local  lepntaiion.  On  one  of 
these  visits  he  had  as  guide  and  gillie,  or  rather, 
to  use  the  vernacular,  as  man,  an  old  fisherman, 
one  Pat  Murphy,  who  fished  or  poached  as 
opportuni'y  invited,  did  odd  jobs  of  thatching 
and  the  like,  and  took  the  kicks  and  halfpence  of 
the  world  with  a  happy  equanimity  that  would 
have  delighted  the  sages  of  the  classic  past. 
He  was  silent  and  sardonic,  in  fact  an 
Irishman  of  the  new  era,  but  without 
knowing  it.  He  never  said  “hurroo”  or  even 
“  bedad  ”  in  his  life,  never  made  even  the  most 
remote  allusion  to  his  coat-tails,  or  took  any 
part  in  the  “  removal”  of  agent  or  landlord.  He 
was  silent,  too,  in  his  drink,  though  not  without  a 
little  quiet  humour  of  his  own  ;  but  on  the  whole 
he  was  rather  a  disappointment,  not  to  say  failure, 
to  patronizing  angling  tourists  and  others  who 
tried  to  get  ‘‘Irish”  out  of  him.  Not  seldom 
the  laugh  was  on  the  wrong  side  of  their 
mouth,  as  my  countrymen  felicitiously  put  it, 
but  the  details  of  these  little  rencounters  are 
generally  left  in  obscurity  by  those  best  qualified 
to  give  them  jirominence — more’s  the  pity.  Pat 


joked  occasionally  it  is  true,  but  his  jokes  were 
generally  of  the  practical  kind,  though  without 
harm  or  offence,  and  might,  perhaps,  be  described 
as  fables  in  action. 

Well,  one  day  Pat  and  his  patron  (Mr. 
Ferguson  was  the  name  of  him)  visited  a 
mountain  stream  that  held  some  good  trout, 
though  not  in  very  great  numbers,  and  as 
the  weather  was  promising,  sport  was  to  be 
expected.  On  these  occasions  Mr.  F.  always 
made  his  man  fish  after  him,  selecting  flies 
for  the  purpose  contrasting  with  his  own, 
and  the  plan,  of  course,  has  its  obvious  ad¬ 
vantages.  But  this  day  Pat  and  his  master 
flogge'd  patiently  away  in  vain.  Hour  after 
hour  passed  and  not  a  rise  broke  the  monotony 
of  the  wearying  day.  The  muttering  storm  began 
to  gather  and  soon  was  in  full  blast.  Pools  and 
rapids  of  varyine  character  and  appearance  were 
fished  and  darn'd  in  vain.  Fierce  raged  the 
tempest  o’er  the  deep.  Abuse  of  both  Pat  and 
the  river  filled  the  air,  and  both  objects  of  male¬ 
diction  bore  it  equally  well.  Pat  was  not  alto¬ 
gether  a  stranger  to  the  experience,  but  he  was 
forced  to  admit  to  himself  that  on  this  occasion 
Mr.  F.  eclipsed  all  his  previous  efforts.  If  Pat 
really  felt  any  of  the  storm,  it  was  solely  on 
account  of  theiiver,  not  at  all  on  his  own,  and 
the  fierce  and  varied  forms  in  which  the  presence 
of  fish  in  his  favourite  river  was  denied,  may  have 
savoured  to  him  a  little  of  profanity  quite 
independent  of  the  nature  of  the  language  in 
which  the  denial  was  conveyed.  Anyway  he 
silently  bowed  to  the  blast,  and  finally,  following 
Mr.  F.’s  example,  who  was  at  last  winding  up  in  the 
midst  of  a  nlorious  tornado  of  language  unknown 
to  print  or  Parliament,  he  quietly  prepared  for  the 
journey  back.  Time  and  a  rapid  whirl  on  a 
jaunting  car  gradually  began  to  have  their  heal¬ 
ing  effect,  and  before  home  was  reached  tran¬ 
quility  had  so  far  been  restored  than  Pat  had 
ventured  to  ob.'^erve  that  the  day  had  been  very 
disappointing  indeed,  but  that  trout  don’t  always 
rise  even  in  the  best  rivers  on  some  days  no 
matter  how  good  the  w'eather  seems  to  be.  In 
fact,  they  take  fits  that  no  one  can  understand, 
and  then  nothing  can  please  them  no  matter 
how  you  show  it  to  them  “  All  very  well,”  said 
Mr.  F.,  ‘‘  but  on  a  day  like  this  trout  mud  rise  if 
they  are  in  it,  and  if  there  are  fish  in  that  dash 
river,  they  never  rise,  dash  them,  and  1  never  want 
to  see  that  dash  river  again. ,  I  believe  in  rivers 
where  trout  rise  in  good  w’eather,  where  there  is 
some  sport  to  be  bad  for  your  trouble,  and  I 
believe  there  are  such  rivers  about  if  one  could 
only  find  them,  rivers  where  days  like  this  would 
be  an  impossibility”  This  Parthian  shaft  pro¬ 
bably  told.  It  implied  a  reflection  either  on  Pat’s 
knowledge  or  integrity  which  he  could  scarcely 
fail  to  see.  After  a  moment’s  reflection  he  quietly 
remarked  that  it  was  not  too  easy  to  find  a  river 
you  could  always  depend  on.  For  his  own  part 
he  never  knew  a  river  but  one  where  trout  always 
rose  in  all  weathers,  but  it  was  now  some  years 
since  he  fished  it,  and  in  any  case  it  was  a  good 
bit  off.  Still,  if  a  man  wanted  a  river  where  trout 
will  always  rise,  the  Rising  River  was  the  place. 
By  this  lime  Mr.  F.  was  interested. 

He  quest  ioned  Pst  closely  about  this  river.  Was 
it  preserved  ?  No,  open  to  the  world  so  far  as  he 
knew,  and  the  trout  never  refused  the  fly  ;  never. 
Two  days  after,  a  long  drive  through  the  moun¬ 
tains  took  them  to  the  banks  of  a  promising 
looking  stream,  which  skirted  a  large  extent  of 
wooded  pasture  near  the  centre  of  which  could  be 
seen  the  ruins  of  what  seemed  once  to  have  been 
a  country  house  of  considerable  dimensions.  At 
certain  points  too  appeared  what  Pat  said  were 
the  remains  of  a  demesne  wall  that  once  enclosed 
many  acres  around  the  house.  The  last 
occupier,  Mr.  Lefroy,  who  died  upwards  of 
forty  years  ago,  let  the  place  go  to  ruin,  and 
after  his  death  the  house  was  dismantled  by  the 
distant  relation  who  succeeded  to  the  property, 
and  there  it  remains  to  this  day.  Be3  0nd  the 
house  was  a  lough  where  good  fishing  was  to  be 
had,  and  equally  good  or  better  in  the  six  miles  of 
stream  that  runs  from  it  to  the  sea.  May  be 
they  ought  to  go  there  first,  Pat  slyly  suggested, 
but  Mr.  F.  would  not  hear  of  it.  Rods  were 
mounted,  and  they  commenced  operations  at  a 
bridge  near  which  stood  a  farm  house  where  they 
had  put  up  the  horse  and  car.  Having  allowed 
Mr.  F.  to  proceed  some  distance  down  stream, 
Pat  for  some  reason  or  other  quietly  betook  him¬ 


self  to  the  opposite  hank,  though  the  wind  made 
fishing  from  that  side  difficult.  Half  an  hour 
passed  in  silence  and  not  a  fish  rose.  The  water 
looked  admirable.  The  weather  was  favourable. 
Suddenly  Mr.  F.  turned  round  and  yelled,  “Pat 
do  you  take  me  for  a  dash  fool  ?  ”  Then,  noticing 
for  the  first  time  that  Pat  was  on  the  opposite 
bank,  a  sudden  suspicion  of  something  crossed 
him,  and  sinking  his  voice  as  one  does  when 
there  is  a  feeling  of  mystery  in  the  air  he  asked. 
“What  the  dash  are  you  doing  over  there  ?  ” 

Pat  looked  up  with  a  trace  of  anxiety,  which  might 
have  been  assumed  to  check  mirth,  on  his  face, 
and  without  any  reply  came  slowly  along  winding 
upas  he  moved.  Quietly  ignoring  both  questions, 
he  attempted  a  diversion  by  asking  whether  Mr. 

F.  had  had  arise.  Inflamed  by  the  question,  ^Ir. 

F.  shouted,  “  You  dash  fool,  do  you  mean  to  say 
the  trout  will  always  rise  here  ?  ” 

“  They  will,  sir.” 

“  But  I  have  not  raised  a  single  fish.” 

“  Nor  I,  sir.” 

“  Are  there  any  in  it  ?  ” 

“  Not  one,  sir,  I  believe.” 

“  Did  you  bring  me  here  to  make  an  ass  of 
me  ?  ” 

“No,  sir,  I  have  just  kept  my  word.  I  have  taken 
you  to  the  only  river  in  Ireland  where  trout  never 
refuse  a  fly,  and  where  the  trouble  of  a  blank  day 
can  never  make  a  man  vexed.  Of  course  being  a 
river  like  that,  and  being  open,  the  fish  were  all 
killed,  but  that  has  nothing  to  say  to  it.  The 
trout  here  never  refuse  the  fly.  Certainly  if  you 
do  not  care  to  fish  it  any  farther,  we  can  put  the 
horse  in  the  car  and  drive  over  to  the  lough  and 
the  river  beyond  where  there  are  plenty  of  trout, 
but  I  can’t  engage  you  against  a  blank  day 
there ! ” 

We  have  said  Mr.  F.  was  a  bad-tempered  man, 
and  certainly  during  part  of  this  colloquy  he  had 
some  difficulty  in  keeping  his  hands  off  old  Pat 
(only  for  that  intervening  river !),  but  he  was 
only  easily  aroused  on  the  one  point,  and  as 
there  seemed  to  be  something  in  front  of  them 
still,  he  fairly  laughed  when  Pat  had  done.  They 
were  soon  bowling  along  to  the  lough,  and  on  the 
way  Mr.  F.  took  Pat  to  task  for  the  falsehood 
which  he  maintained  underlay  his  trick,  and 
knocked  the  point  and  joke  out  of  it. 

Pat  warmly  denied  the  alDgation.  Mr.  Lefroy 
it  appears  was  an  eccentric  man.  He  had  spent 
seve-al  years  of  his  earlier  life  in  India  or  some 
other  Eastern  country,  and  came  home  with  some 
extraordinary  notions  or  religion  of  his  own.  He 
never  went  lo  anj^  place  of  worship,  would  not 
eat  meat,  or  flesh  of  any  kind,  or  allow  any  living 
thing  on  his  place  to  be  killed.  He  kept  game¬ 
keepers,  but  solely  to  protect  the  grouse  and 
partridges  from  poachers.  No  one  dare  fish 
in  any  water  on  his  place.  He  lived  on  potatoes 
and  turnips  and  milk  and  eggs,  and  the  like — 
God  bless  us!— and  was  wrong  in  his  head. 
He  slept  in  a  little  wooden  shed  every 
night  of  his  life  in  his  garden  with  nothing 
in  it  but  a  bed  and  table  and  chair,  and  no  one 
was  ever  allowed  to  enter  it.  He  kept  one  servant, 
an  old  woman,  who  alwaysstopped  in  thebighouse. 
She  was  black,  and  came  from  abroad.  They  say 
she  was  the  devil  himself,  the  Lord  save  us! 
Anyhow,  he  got  sick,  and  sent  her  to  K — — 
for  medicine,  and  he  took  to  his  bed  in 
the  shed.  She  used  to  go  in  to  see  him  during 
the  day,  but  at  night  she  went  back  to  her 
room.  No  one  knows  to  this  day  what  became 
of  him.  Before  he  was  lying  a  week  the  shed 
was  burned  to  ashes  one  night,  but  not  a  bone 
of  him  even  was  ever  found.  The  black  woman 
was  tried,  and  swore  she  never  saw  the  fire.  No 
one  in  the  country  saw  it  either.  But  there  was 
the  heap  of  ashes  in  the  morning.  No  wonder  no 
one  ever  lived  in  the  place  since.  Well,  when  he 
was  gone  every  one  could  fish  and  shoot  to  their 
heart’s  content.  The  gamekeepers  were  sent 
away,  and  the  rivers  were  open.  The  Rising 
River  was  full  of  tnut.  When  a  fly  was  put 
over  them  they  took  it.  That  rule  was  never 
broken  so  long  as  you  did  not  let  them  see 
you  too  plainly.  When  you  lost  your  fly  in  a 
fish  you  simply  put  on  another  and  cast  over  him 
again.  You  were  in  him  on  the  spot.  Some 
gossoons  who  could  not  very  well  get  flies  used 
to  stick  a  daisy  or  a  bit  of  their  mother’s  or 
sister’s  red  petticoat  on  a  hook  tied  to  a  cord. 
They  killed  fish  like  the  rest.  On  dark  days 
wdth  a  breeze  a  bare  hook  drawn  over  a  fish  was 


Mat  27,  1893] 


over 

^  worth  killing  was  gone.  We  threw 
to  kill'w  \  season  these  were  big  enough 
tL«  I  “  spawned  in  the  mean- 

kS  they  were 

alivp^  in  e.  trout  is  taken 

live  now  and  put  into  that  river  he  rises 

PossihiSt  7).  ®  blank  day  becomes  an  im¬ 

possibility  the  presence  of  fish  rapidly  becomes 

e^er^thfe®  ^^^t  remains  for 

his  to  fnp  1°  and  consolation  of  the  man  who 
has  to  face  home  with  an  empty  basket.  Thus 

bfgh  parable,  as  the  car  reached  the 

bis7if^^®7^^°*  that  Pat  treated 

aid7tilT7  occasion, 

Ser  bor^  m  ^o^e  that  that  gentleman  evei^ 

re  SnaMon  commendable 

had  know7V^*  least  in  the  opinion  of  those  who 
flad  known  him  in  his  unregenerated  days  before 
Pat  took  him  to  fish  the  Rising  River. 


TOaltantana 


like  I  II  have  bought  split  cane  rods  are 
likely  to  find  out  their  weak  points  during  the 

t'-ies  a  rod  more  than 
a  hard  day  s  work  with  a  May-fly.  The  eternal 
drying  of  the  fly— at  least  it  seems  eternal  when 
the  day  IS  rather  warm— is  wearing  both  to  the 
pm  and  to  the  rod,  and  brings  about  the  loosen- 
ing  of  many  a  ferrule  in  hot  weather.  Cane  is 
liable  to  shrink  much  more  than  wood,  which  is 
one  reason  why  cane  rods  so  often  go  wrong. 
I  he  whole  cane  rod,  possibly  because  it  is  more 
or  less  hollow,  shrinks  more  than  a  split  cane 
rod,  but  split  cane  shrinks  more  than  wood  I 
rathp  fancy  that  for  May-fly  work  a  greenheart 
rod  in  two  pieces  and  spliced  is  about  the  best 

righf'it^^ 

When-  trout  are  taking  the  fly  on  the  surface 
and  are  not  simply  feeding  on  the  larvce  as  they 
swim  upwards,  a  brand  new  fly  is  more  likely  to 
catch  a  fish  than  one  which  has  been  a  great  deal 
used.  I  always  use  May-flies  dressed  on  eyed 
hooks,  have  a  goodly  supply,  and  when  one  gets 
so  wet  as  to  necessitate  a  considerable  amount 
of  labour  in  the  drying  of  it  off  it  comes,  and  is 
stuck  in  my  cap  to  dry  at  its  leisure.  Of  course 
It  IS  rather  wasting  to  the  cast— this  frequent 
changing  flies,  and  no  little  trouble  to  those 
whose  fingers  are  all  thumbs  and  whose  eyesight 
is  becoming  dim,  but  it  is  far  less  trouble  to 
change  the  fly  than  to  dry  it  when  thoroucrhly 
soaked.  I  learnt  this  little  dodge  from°our 
editor,  and  am  very  thankful  to  him  for  having 
taught  It  me.  _  ® 

some  importance  is  to  have 
the  line  well  greased,  especially  the  tapered  por¬ 
tion  of  it.  Nothing  is  more  aggravating  than  to 
cast  a  nice  new  fly  on  the  water,  then  see  about 
two  yards  of  line  gradually  sink,  and,  when  you 
bring  your  rod  back  to  make  a  fresh  cast  the 
sunken  line  draws  the  fly  under  the  water, 
thoroughly  soaks  it,  and  disarranges  the  feathers. 

reminds  me  of  a  man  I  once  saw  fishing  on 
the  Kennet,  on  a  very  hot  summer’s  day.  There 
was  a  glut  of  fly,  and  he  was  the  only  man  on  the 
water  who  had  taken  a  fish.  Need  it  be  said  that 
he  was  a  beginner,  and  had  never  before  used  a 
May-fly,  and  had  not  the  slightest  idea  how  to  do 
it.  He  was  fishing  with  a  Clarke  May- fly,  which 
he  told  nie  he  had  read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
was  a  good  pattern,  and  his  method  was  to  chuck 
the  fly  over  to  the  opposite  bank,  let  it  sink,  and 
then  draw  it  towards  him.  Now  the  Clarke 
May-fly,  when  treated  after  this  fashion,  has  a 
habit  ot  spinning,  and  it  did  spin,  too,  kinking 
up  his  cast  in  a  most  marvellous  way.  On  that 
occasion,  though  the  trout  were  taking  the 
natural  fly  on  the  surface,  no  one — and  there 
were  some  really  good  fly-fishers  there— could 
catch  a  fish  with  a  floating  fly,  but  this  man, 
hshing  under  water  with  his  kinked-up  cast  and 
bedraggled  spinning  Clarke  May-fly,  caught  a 
fine  trout. 
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Tu®  Clarke  May- 

spI7  out,  but  they  do  not 

Eds*  lb beld  their  own  against  other 
brands,  the  reason,  doubtless,  being  that  owing 

If  lb!  being  fixed  close  to  the  bend 

t  the  hook,  they  act  as  a  sort  of  guard,  and 

7hol!f  one,  and  takes  the 

whole  fly  into  his  mouth,  he  is  very  apt  to  hit 

lb!  one  of  his  jaws,  and  not  got 

the  hook  in  bis  mouth.  Then  these  flies,  as  1 
have  said,  spin  if  they  are  allowed  to  sink,  and 
sometimes  they  stand  on  their  heads.  But  they 
do  rise  fish.  I  recommend  all  fly-fishers  to  have 
a  few  May-flies  in  their  books,  dressed  rather 
small— smaller  than  the  natural  fly.  A  verv 
favourite  pattern  of  mine,  with  which  I  have 
killed  a  great  many  trout,  has  a  mackerel-marked 
wing-I  forget  the  name  of  the 
ibt  p  supposed  to  be  used  when 

the  grey  drake  is  on,  but  I  found  it  kill  well  at  all 
times  dressed  on  a  very  small  hook.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  majority  of  May-flies 
sold  in  the  shops  are  too  large,  bxt  at  times,  and 
on  certain  waters  (principally  those  where  the 

hfrioTu  *'u®opbisticated),  a  large  fly  will  kill 
oetter  than  a  small  one. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Herbert  Turner-— Friday,  June  16th,  will  be 
our  opening  day,”  when  you  may  get  to  work 
among  the  roach.  Thanks  for  good  wishes  ;  but 
you  must  tell  your  friends  to  take  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  now,  as  Angling  is  discontinued. 


I  HAVE  caught  many  a  trout  in  the  May-flv 
season  with  a  wet  fly  when  the  floating  imitation 
was  quite  useless,  and  this  when  the  trout  were 
taking  the  natural  fly  on  the  surface.  Sometimes 
it  IS  best  to  fish  with  a  fly  neither  wet  nor  dry— 
that  is  to  say,  half  sunk— and  at  others  with  a  fly 
specially  dressed  for  wet  fly-fishing  without  those 
butterfly-hke  wings  with  which  floating  flies  are 
adorned,  worked  an  inch  or  two  below  the 
surface.  An  anglers’-hotel-acquaintance  of  mine 
who  was  a  great  enthusiast  and  considered  it 
quite  iw/ra  dig-,  to  fish  with  anything  except  the 
dry  fiy,  had  spotted  a  trout  of  goodly  propor¬ 
tions,  and,  having  devoted  some  hours  in  a  vain 
endeavour  to  rise  it,  he  had  began  to  look  upon  it 
as  his  own  particular  property.  It  was  in  the 
May-fly  season,  and,  I  should  say.  he  tried  this 
fash  with  every  variety  of  artificial  May-fly  known, 
i  never  saw  a  man  with  so  many  patterns.  The 
fash  rose  steadily,  and  my  friend,  in  the  centre  of 
the  river,  kept  casting  his  fly  over  the  nose  of  the 
trout  as  he  kept  breaking  the  water  under  the 
opposite  bank.  He  came  home  in  the  evening, 
and  told  us  how  he  meant  to  have  that  fish  on  the 
morrow.  The  morrow  came  and  still  he  had  not 
caught  ifi  but  was  still  sanguine  of  ultimate 
success.  On  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  one 
who  was  stopping  at  the  hotel  rose  early,  and 
cast  a  long  line  down  stream  with  a  big  alder, 
fished  wet.  He  hooked  the  trout,  and,  after  a 
gallant  struggle  during  which  it  went  under  a 
bridge,  got  among  weeds,  and  played  various  other 
antics,  it  was  landed.  It  weighed  nearly  5lb.  He 
carried  it  to  the  hotel  and  made  the  landlady  show 
it  at  breakfast  time  on  a  dish.  “I  told  her  to 
bring  it  in,”  said  he  to  the  other  man,  “  because 
i  telt  sure  you  would  like  to  see  what  a  fine  fish 
it  was  you  were  trying  after  yesterday.” 

Tehplar. 


Cormponir^jtcc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
(t  n  Correspondents  ] 

.inf  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 

DO  FISHERMEN  INTENTIONALLY 
EXAGGERATE  ? 

■  walking  up  the  river  a  few  days 

since  with  my  rod,  I  was  asked  by  a  brother 
angler  to  come  and  try  for  a  fish  which  he  could 
not  reach,  and  as  an  inducement  he  told  me  that 
It  rose  with  such  vigour,  and  was  such  a  size,  that 
it  shook  the  bank.  I  went  to  the  spot,  but  the 
rise  was  over  so  that  I  had  no  means  of  judging 
as  to  the  weight  of  the  fish.  I  felt  at  first  grilved 
and  inclined  to  question  the  accuracy  of  my 
friend,  but  on  reflection  I  think  he  had  an 
Australian  bank  in  his  mind’s  eye.  How  often 
we  may  impute  evil  where  none  is  really  meant ! 

I  may  add  that  on  the  same  day,  and  within  1.50 
yards  of  the  spot  where  the  supposed  monster? 
was  said  to  have  risen,  a  fish  was  taken  with  the 
May -fly,  which  the  capturer  told  me  weighed  41b 
i  saw  the  fight,  but  did  not  see  the  fish  when 
landed.— I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.,  H  G  G 

May  22,  1896.  ’ 


A  HALIBUT,  weighing  upwards  of  1501b.,  was 
caught  recently  by  some  fishermen  at  Donaghadee 
I  he  monster  fish  was  on  exhibition  at  a  local 
salesman  s,  and  attracted  quite  a  number  of 
sightseers. 

Poisoning  a  Flintshire  River.— The  Alwyn 
one  of  the  best  trout  rivers  in  North  Wales  was 
recently  poisoned  by  chloride  of  lime,  ’  and 
although  a  reward  of  £5  was  offered  for  informa¬ 
tion  leading  to  the  conviction  of  the  culprits,  the 
offence  has  again  been  perpetrated,  this  time  on 
the  stretch  of  water  between  Pentre  and  Llono' 
with  disastrous  results. 

Fish  Poisoning  in  the  Kent.— The  Kent 
among  other  rivers,  in  addition  to  the  absence 
ot  angling  in  consequence  of  the  drought,  is 
suffering  from_  wholesale  poisoning  close  to 
Burnside,  and  in  the  river  immediately  below 
about  200  young  trout  and  salmon  were  last 
week  found  floating  on  the  surface  dead.  Upon 
examination  the  fish  were  found  to  have  eyes 
white  as  when  killed  with  lime.  The  river  has 
recently  been  re-stocked  with  fish  by  the  Kent 
Angling  Association,  who  have  held  a  conference 
on  the  matter,  and  an  investigation  is  now  pro¬ 
ceeding.  ^ 


UNDRESSED  TAPERED  SILK  PLY 

lines. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  “  Afon  Elwy,”  who  is  quite 
right  to  dress  his  lines  himself,  as  I  have  proved 
by  irritating  experience  of  so-called  dressed  lines 
purchasable,  I  got,  a  few  weeks  ago,  a  reallv 
made  tapered  line  from  Messrs.  Poster 
of  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire.  I  dressed  it  and  have 
used  It,  and  I  may  say  that  it  is  the  only  properlv- 
woven  line,  of  smooth  surface  necessarv  for 
paying  out  through  the  rod-rings,  of  the  tapered 
order,  I  have  yet  had  to  do  with.  Many  lines 
have  a  single  thread  running  round  the  main 
line,  and  standing  out  therefrom;  this  causes  a 

paying  out  line— most 
abominable  in  fiy-fishing, 

I  have  no  interest  in  puffiog  the  goods  of  any 
firm  in  particular,  and  I  know  that  the  press  is 
tenacious  on  the  point,  but  when,  after  repeated 
disappointment,  a  sportsman  finds  a  really  satis- 

A  word  as  to  dressing  lines,  which  may  be 
useiul  to  all  your  subscribers.  Mere  surface 
dressing  is  worse  than  useless.  The  dressine  is 
more  important  inside  the  line  than  out.  To 
this  end  act  as  follows :  Gat  a  pint  of  the  best 
raw  linseed  oil ;  heat  in  boiling  water,  i.e.,  dip  an 
earthen  pot  of  oil  in  boiling  water,  drop  the 
temperature  to  150  degrees  Fahrenheit  (this'thins 
the  oil  ,  immerse  the  line.  If  an  air  pump  is 
availabl®,  by  placing  the  pot  under  the  receiver 
^  process  of  incorporating  the 

oil  with  the  line,  if  not,  work  the  line  well  about 
in  the  oil  tor  two  days.  Now  comes  the  most 
important  point.  Takeout  the  line,  unwind  it, 
stretch  at  full  tension  between  two  trees  (in  drv 
weather,  of  course),  then  with  a  dry  cloth  remove 
all  the  oil  possible  by  rubbing  up  and  down  from 
end  to  end.  If  the  weather  is  sunny  and  windy 
the  line  will  be  tairly  dry  in  a  week.  Next 
process,  dip  again,  and  restretch,  remove  super¬ 
fluous  oil  and  remain  until  dry.  Or,  if  preferred 
a  rag  saturated  with  oil  may  be  rubbed  up  and 
do^wn  tor  a  mere  surface  dressing,  and  allowed  to 

Ihe  grand  point  is  the  first  interior  dressing 
and  I  rather  think  that  is  enough. 

A  mere  surface-dressed  line  allows,  by  bend- 
ing,  water  to  get  under  the  dressing,  which 
the  dressing  prevents  the  evaporation  of,  and  rot 
IS  the  certain  consequence.— I  am,  sir,  vours 
obediently,  Qeo.  Thorne. 

Lroxbourue,  Herts,  May  24,  1896. 
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TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  CRIEFF. 

Dear  Sir —Will  any  of  your  correspondents 
kindly  pive  me  some  information  respecting  the 
trout-fishing  (if  any)  near  Crieff,  Perthshire  ?  I 
am  taking  a  holiday  in  July  or  August,  and,  being 
a  fisherman,  although  not  a  fly-fisherman,  I  would 
like  to  try  my  skill.  If  you  will  kindly  inform 
me  the  bait  required  and  the  mode  of  procedure 
to  catch  them  I  shall  take  it  as  a  great  favour. 
Likewise,  is  there  any  coarse  fishing,  and,  if  so,  is 
it  open  or  by  payment  ?  Thanking  you  in  antici¬ 
pation.  _  E-  E. 

INCIDENT  IN  SALMON  FISHING. 

Sir, — The  following  account  of  the  capture  of 
a  salmon  may  interest  your  readers  : — 

During  last  season  I  booked  a  salmon  of  161b, 
in  a  wide  and  deep  pool  on  the  Dart,  and  after  a 
long  and  severe  struggle  it  began  to  give  in,  and 
I  was  slowly  bringing  it  nearer  to  the  bank  on 
which  I  was  standing,  when  I  became  aware  of 
the  presence  of  another  salmon  circling  round  it, 
then  darting  away  and  returning  again.  The 
water  just  beneath  me  was  about  6ft.  deep,  and 
at  length  I  was  able  to  draw  the  captive  fish  in 
just  beneath  me,  but  it  required  a  heavy  strain 
on  my  rod  to  raise  it  upward  from  the  bottom. 
When  it  was  about  3ft.  from  the  surface  a 
remarkable  thing  occurred.  The  other  salmon 
evidently  thought  things  were  becoming  serious, 
and  something  must  be  done  to  check  the 
eccentric  movement  of  its  friend  and  make  it 
again  sink,  and,  to  my  great  surprise,  came  and 
placed  itself  across  the  back  of  the  fish  I  was 
slowly  raising.  I  could  not  resist  the  belief 
which  took  possession  of  me  that  the  free  fish 
was  trying  to  weigh  its  sick  friend  down  again. 
So  persuaded  was  I  of  this,  that  fearing  the 
further  strain  upon  my  line,  I  took  off  my  cap 
and  waved  it  over  the  water,  thinking  to  frighten 
the  fish  away,  but  he  took  no  notice  of  it,  but  lay 
in  the  same  position,  until  I  put  the  gaff  into  the 
water,  when  he  moved  off.  If  you  put  one  finger 
over  another  at  right  angles,  that  was  exactly 
the  position  of  the  two  salmon.  I  should  like 
much  to  hear  from  anyone  well  acquainted  with 
their  habits  the  explanation  of  this  occurrence.  I 
may  mention  that  the  attendant  salmon  was  a 
smaller  fish,  which  I  guessed  at  about  101b. — I 
remain,  sir,  jours  obediently,  C.  F. 


THE  FISHING  FOX  TERRIER— SOME 
GOOD  TAKES  OF  THAMES  TROUT. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Trout  fishing  one  day 
last  week  at  Molesey  Weir,  I  noticed  sitting,  half 
in  the  water,  on  the  shallows,  a  fox  terrier. 
Wondering  why  he  was  indulging  in  a  hip  bath 
on  rather  a  cold  morning,  I  watched  him  and  saw 
that  he  every  now  and  then  made  a  dart  at  the 
gudgeon,  &c  ,  that  tried  to  run  up  to  the  broken 
water  above.  He  seldom  missed,  and  at  once 
made  for  the  bank,  where  he  quickly  decapitated 
the  fish,  ate  the  gills  only,  and  at  once  resumed 
his  watching  attitude.  On  examination  I  found 
about  a  dozen  small  fish  on  the  bank — mostly 
gudgeon — all  with  their  heads  off  and  the  gills 
devoured. 

Thinking  this  rather  a  peculiar  instance  of  a 
dog  fishing,  I  thought  I  would  let  you  know. — 
With  kind  regards,  I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

Durwaed  Lely. 

Ascham  House,  Surbiton,  Surrey. 

P.S. — 1  have  been  doing  fairly  well  among  the 
Thames  trout  lately,  considering  the  weather  and 
state  of  the  water,  I  notice  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  the  reports  have  not  been  quite  accu¬ 
rate,  so  1  venture  to  send  you  a  full,  true,  and 
particular  account  of  my  doings  at  the  weirs. 
Last  Friday  at  Sunbury  Weir,  I  killed  a  beautiful 
brace  of  trout,  4|lb  and  51b.,  and  the  following 
morning  at  Molesey  Weir  I  got  another  (a  magni¬ 
ficent  fish)  of  71b.  This  makes  my  sixth  this 
season,  the  respective  weights  being  3|lb.,  41b., 
41b.,  4ilb.,  51b.,  and  71b.  I  understand  that  some 
time  during  last  winter  (when  I  was  in  America) 
a  society  was  formed  or  something  was  done  to¬ 
wards  stocking  the  Lower  Thames  with  trout,  and 
subscriptions  were  invited.  Will  you  kindly  in¬ 
form  me  if  this  is  so,  as  I  should  be  very  de¬ 
lighted  to  become  a  subscriber?  From  the 
numbers  of  small  trout  that  have  been  taken  (and 
returned)  and  seen,  I  think  the  Thames  bids  fair 
to  become  in  the  very  near  future  a  magnificent 
trout  river. 


LARGE  SALMON. 

Sir, — We  have  written  the  Times  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Henry  FfennelTs  letter — as  to  salmon  dis¬ 
played  in  i\Ir.  Groves’  shop.  Bond-street— on 
Saturday,  May  13  :  “  We  beg  to  inform  you  we 
are  the  senders  of  the  same.  This  salmon  weighed 
601b.,  and  was  captured  in  the  Shannon,  and  was 
forwarded  to  London  on  the  evening  of  the  day  it 
was  captured.  Its  length  was  fifty-two  inches, 
and  thirty-two  in  girth.  We  have  had  in  oiir 
possession  several  heavy  salmon  captured  this 
year  in  the  Shannon — and  not  poaehed — whose 
average  weights  run  from  401b.  to  501b.  Some 
were  sent  to  the  Dublin  market,  som-i  to  Billings¬ 
gate,  and  some  sold  here.” — A'ours  truly, 

Limerick,  May  18,  1893.  Flavin  and  Co. 

A  USEFUL  PLANT  WANTED. 

My  Dear  Sir, — Afriend  and  client  of  minehas 
three  lochs  in  Scotland  which  he  has  stocked 
with  Loch  Leven  trout,  and  which  have  done 
exceedingly  well. 

Oddly  enough,  however,  the  trout,  which  run 
rather  above  the  average  size,  scarcely  ever  rise 
at  a  fly,  and  can  only  be  caught  with  a  worm. 

The  banks  of  the  loch  are  rather  bare,  and  I 
believe  the  reason  of  the  trout’s  shyness  is  that 
there  is  seldom  any  rise  of  flies  on  the  loch  at  all. 

1  heard  some  time  ago  of  a  plant,  which  planted 
round  the  margin  of  the  loch  would  attract  flies 
to  the  neighbourhood. 

I  should  deem  it  a  personal  favour  if  you 
could  tell  me  the  name  of  this  plant,  and  where 
I  can  obtain  further  information  about  it. — I  am, 
sir,  yours  faithfully,  John  M.  Mitchell. 

London. 

[We  should  much  like  to  get  some  information 
about  that  plant.  We  never  hoard  of  it. — Ed.] 

“WICKHAM’S  FANCY”  ON  SCOTCH 
RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  article  on 
“  Angling  in  Scotland  ”  in  your  last  number,  I 
notice  your  correspondent  has  not  included  the 
“Wickham’s  Fancy  ”  in  his  list  of  flies;  may  I 
then  call  attention  to  the  success  I  have  had 
fishing  with  this  fly  during  the  last  three  weeks. 
Fishing  on  the  Cowie,  Carron,  and  Bervie 
Waters,  streams  about  sixteen  or  twenty  miles 
south  of  Aberdeen,  I  killed  190  trout  in  four 
and  a  half  days  ;  of  these,  127  were  killed  on  the 
Wickham,  61  on  the  male  March  Brown,  and  two 
on  the  Red  Palmer.  Friends  to  whom  I  gave  the 
fly,  report  it  as  deadly  on  Tweed,  Tyne  at 
Haddington,  Ayr  Water,  and  the  Doon;  and  at 
home,  on  some  reservoirs  near  Burnley,  which 
have  been  stocked  with  trout,  I  have  found  it  kill 
seven  out  of  every  ten.  It  seems  equally  killing 
for  Loch  Leven,  brown,  or  sea-trout. 

I  alwavs  thought  it  was  a  July  evening  fly  like 
the  “  Silver  Sedge,”  but  on  comparing  a  wet 
Wickham  with  a  live  female  cowdung,  found 
them  strikingly  similar ;  and  we  have  many  of 
that  fly  round  the  reservoirs. 

Enclosed  is  the  dressing  I  used. — Yours 
sincerely,  W.  Crou.mbie  Brown. 

Tue  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester. 

[Wickham’s  F-mcy  is  one  of  the  best  fancy 
trout  flies  we  have.  Dressed  pretty  large  it  kills 
well  when  the  sedge  is  on,  also  is  an  excellent  sea- 
trout  fly. — Ed.]  _ _ 

FISHING  AT  AIX-LES-BAINS. 

Sir. — I  am  about  to  spend  a  few  weeks  at  Aix- 
les-Bains,  and  should  like  to  know  if  there  is  any 
fly-fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  could  give  me  the 
necessary  information? — I  am,  yours  truly. 

May  25,  1893.  _  J-  W. 

SALMON  CRIMPING. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  in  last  week’s  Gazette 
on  crimping  salmon  may  be  very  good,  but  I 
should  advise  all  who  wish  to  crimp  fish,  of  what¬ 
ever  kind,  to  keep  any  steel  out  of  the  flesh. 
When  all  the  blood  has  been  taken  from  the  fish, 
take  out  the  entrails,  gills,  and  eyes,  then  with 
a  table  knife  scrape  from  tail  to  head,  in  a  bucket 
of  clean  cold  water,  all  the  scales  off  possible ; 
this,  when  hung  up  to  a  hook  at  the  top  of  the 
ceiling,  will  allow  of  all  the  water  to  drain  from 
it.  It  will  eat  the  sweetest,  and  also  keep  good 
three  times  longer  than  any  other  way. 

S.  M.  Patrick 

5,  North-street,  Scarboro’,  May  24, 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS’  SOCIETAL 

Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  it  two  or  three  of  your 
correspondents  who  are  members  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers’  Society  will  communicate  with  me 
with  the  view  of  making  mutual  arrangements 
for  periodical  visits  to  the  south  coast  for  sea¬ 
fishing. — Yours,  &c.,  A.  CoLLiNGWOOD  Lee. 

Waltham  Abbey,  Essex. 


AROAS  PLATE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  lately  observed  in  <  'hamhera' 
Journal  a  notice  of  “  Areas  ”  (plate),  which  seems 
so  superior  in  effect  by  continual  brightness  to 
our  present  silver  tinsel  for  fishing  purposes  that 
I  wish  to  know  where  it  can  be  obtained,  and 
whether  any  of  your  numerous  readers  have 
tried  it  on  flies,  &c.— A'ours  faithfully, 

J.  T.  J. 


FISHING  NEAR  CROMER. 

Sir, — If  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents 
can  give  me  any  information  about  the  fishing 
to  be  obtained  at  or  near  Cromer  (Norfolk),  you 
will  greatly  oblige. — Yours  faithfully, 

47,  West  Hill,  Sydenham.  Seagull. 

Is  the  sea  fisUing  good  P 


FISHING  NEAR  BEXLEY.  KENT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  my  fellow-readers  could  give  me  full  par¬ 
ticulars  as  to  any  fishing,  trout  or  coarse,  to  be 
had  near  Bexley,  Kent ;  how  and  where  permis¬ 
sion,  if  necessary,  can  be  procured.  I  have  heard 
that  some  good  trout  can  be  got  at  Farningham, 
but  know  nothing  further  about  it.  Names  of 
best  flies  would  be  also  acceptable. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M. 


FISHING  WITHOUT  A  LICENCE. 

Sir, — All  good  anglers  should  feel  a  pleasure 
in  bringing  under  your  notice  matters  of  interest 
to  one  and  all,  therefore  I  send  you  a  report  of  a 
case  of  considerable  importance  which  was  decided 
by  the  magistrates  here  last  week. 

For  a  long  time  past  a  number  of  men  have 
been  fishing  on  the  Drowse  river  near  Bundoran 
with  shrimps  or  prawns  in  defiance  of  the  water 
bailiffs,  impudently  alleging  that  they  were  not 
fishing  for  salmon  but  for  brown  trout. 

“Ballyshannon  Petty  Sessions.  —  At  these 
sessions,  before  Messrs.  T.  Hamilton,  R.M.,  chair¬ 
man,  Mr.  R.  A.  Hamilton,  local  fishing  inspector, 
prosecuted  Denis  M’Gowan  for  fishing  for  salmon 
without  a  licence.  Mr.  Stubbs  appeared  for  the 
complainant,  and  said  he  proceeded  under  the 
17th  sect,  of  32  &  33  AAct.  c.  92.  Richard 
Deacon  was  examined,  and  produced  a  rod  of 
some  19ft.  in  length,  which  he  slated  was  the 
engine  employed.  He  saw  the  defendant  on  the 
7th  inst.  fishing  with  a  rod  and  line,  having  on  a 
salmon  hook  and  a  shrimp,  which  is  deadly  bait 
for  salmon.  Witness  saw  the  shrimp  dropping 
into  the  water.  He  had  no  licence.  Defendant 
further  obstructed  him  by  preventing  him  from 
seeing  the  bait.  Mr.  Stubbs  considered  this  was 
sufficierit  proof.  The  Chairman:  “  Read  the  section 
you  proceed  under.”  Mr.  Stubbs  then  read  the 
section  which  entailed  the  same  penalty  as  12, 
13,  and  14  Viet.  c.  88,  and  enforced  a  penalty  of 
not  less  than  £2  or  more  than  £3.  In  answer  to 
the  Bench  the  defendant  maintained  he  was  only 
trout  fishing.  After  consultation  their  worships 
fined  defendant  in  £2.  In  the  case  of  obstruc¬ 
tion  of  Deacon,  the  water-keeper,  after  hearing 
the  evidence  the  chairman  thought  a  caution  in- 
Wming  defendant  of  his  liability  to  a  fine  of  £10 
might  be  sufficient  under  the  circumstances.  The 
case  was,  therefore,  marked  withdrawn.” 

This  decision  will  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of 
fishing  on  this  river  with  shrimps  or  prawns 
without  having  taken  out  a  salmon  licence. 

Innis-Owen. 


Introduction  of  Salmon  into  Orkney. — An 
experiment  is  presently  being  made  to  introduce 
salmon  fry  into  Orkney.  It  is  to  be  tried  in 
Hillside  Burn,  which  leads  into  Loch  Hundland, 
Birsay.  The  fry  arrived  per  mail  boat  on  Thurs¬ 
day  last  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Gold,  chamberlain 
for  the  Earl  of  Zetland.  As  there  are  no  salmon 
[  in  Orkney  it  is  hoped  the  experiment  may 
succeed. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


ff>covincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishmg  Gazette. 

At  the  recent  meetiiiKs  called  for  the  purpose  of 
consideration  tlie  Birmingham  Challenge 
iVnS,  f  f?7y  to  see  so  much  opposition 

hai^  I  should  have  thought  would 

enf  il+t  “u  scheme  in  its 

entirety  ;  but  the  opposition  that  these  clubs  brought  to 

was^'thaT'tb^e®  °"®  important  effect,  and  that 

was  that  the  cup  should  become  the  property  of  any 

SsYnTll^Ti**'®  ®"P  twice  in  succession  or  three 
times  in  all.  Ihe  cup  committee,  in  giving  in  their 

wra^'^at'^sT  *^®  ®"P  “°t  be 

nroneitvoPfU^™®’  tor  o^er  remain  the 

propeity  ot  the  association.  It  was  pointed  out  at  the 
meeting  the  members  should  have  a  chance  of  winning 
the  cup.  Although  the  chance  of  any  member  winning 

felt  b?tre®“®  still  greater  satisfacS! 

telt  by  the  members  now  they  know  that  there  is  some 
little  chance  of  the  cup  being  won  rightont.  To  show 
now  small  the  chance  of  winning:  the  cup  is,  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  the  association  has  had  seven  i 
“d  no  club  has  been  fortunate 
enough  to  furnish  the  winner  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
and  moreover  than  this,  no  winner  has  ever  been  able  to 
pt  any  nearer  than  seventh  in  any  of  the  other  contests 
Md  when  we  come  to  consider  that  about  700  members 

f  I'Hf  in  n  life  time 

thp  It  falls  to  tp  lot  of  a  member  to  secure  first  honours, 

+k';a  ^  f  Ji  ^  greater  inducement  offered, 

this  order  of  things  may  change,  and  the  cup  may  find  a 

home  of  some  individual  who  is 

X  I  ^as  also 

pleased  p  see  the  motion  carried  relating  to  the  diploma 
This  will  be  something  for  the  member  to  look  upon  in 
future  yeps,  and  the  club  to  which  the  member  belongs 
wiU  also  p  presented  with  a  diploma. 
nn»  remarks  made  by  the  representatives  of 

tZk  +b!ff  were  a  little  out  of  place,  and  I 

think  that  if  the  opinion  of  the  whole  of  the  members 
°,Vin®.®®rtain  club  could  be  obtained,  now  that  certain 
alterpions  have  been  made  in  the  fishing  for  the  cun  it 
would  not  corpspond  with  what  was  said,  but  I  hope 
that  the  minority  will  join  hands  with  the  majority  and 

?“P  ^a,lnable  as  possible  and 
worthy  ot  the  association  to  which  they  belong. 

A  member  of  the  Belmont  Society  had  the  good 
totup  to  spure  a  vpy  fine  eel  from  their  club  water  at 
Moseley  last  week,  the  weight  of  the  fish  was  41b  5oz 
there  are  some  very  fine  eels  in  this  water,  and  also 
some  ptraordinary  fine  carp.  Pike  are  also  to  be  found 
m  good  quantities,  but  the  roach  and  perch,  with  which 
the  pool  IS  well  stocked,  run  rather  small,  but  the 
water  on  the  whole  is  as  good  as  any  near  to  Birmin°-- 
ham  and  ppsps  who  wish  for  fishing  close  to  the  city 

.  Titford  Pod  was  thrown  open  to  the  public  on  Mon- 
aay  last.  This  pool  is  about  five  miles  from  Bir- 
mngpm,  and  is  pout  five  minutes’  walk  from  the 
Langley  Green  railway  station,  on  the  Great  Western 
Is-  per  day  IS  made  for  bottom  fishing 
^  'T*'®  P®°f  fs  fairly 

well  stocked  with  fash,  some  very  good  pike  up  to  121b. 
have  been  taken,  perch  are  numerous  but  lun  small 
Gop  accommodation  can  be  had  at  the  inn,  close  to  the 
w-aterside,  where  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Comlev,  will  be 
plpsed  to  give  any  information  required  respecting  the 
nsbiDg  for  contests,  &c. 

On  Tprsdp  evening  next,  June  1,  the  Birmingham 
Associpion  Committee  will  meet  and  take  into  con- 
Biderpion  when  and  where  the  forthcoming  annual 
association  contest  will  be  fished  this  year  The  com- 
possible,  to  travel  by  the  London  and 
North-Wptorn  Railway  Company,  that  is  if  they  can 
fand  a  suitable  place  that  will  accommodate  about  1000 
pglers,  ap  the  committee  would  take  it  as  a  favour 
It  any  ot  the  members  will  communicate  with  the  com¬ 
mittee  as  to  recommending  a  suitable  place  on  or  before 
tne  date  mentioned  above. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  27,  1893. 

iWtof  to'^calwB®  fi*  W  weather  served  as  an 

mperua  to  cause  fish  to  spawn ;  in  the  view  of  tbe 
abnormal  heat  of  April  and  May  and  the  earWawnin® 
rncrwTtb“f  V"  t^®  theory  is  not  in  Lcord^ 

&rcold  W  the  momLt  the  weather 

to  fall  Ibi  ''°'t.v  of  the  rain  began 

aLX’to  V  ’’^jfhel  and  chub  moved  off  the  sand  beds  Snd 
wLra  *he  time  being. 

chu^-^and  .  lo  ®-“r^‘^f-®®  1^^^®  barbel  and 

enuD  ana  a  very  interfiatiTicr  ortonf«rtiA  __l  _ 


o  ^i-uvYua  UL  large  oaroei  ana 

wastofa.^f'  spectacle  it  was-not  one 

toto  the  d  ®®®“®<t  to  have  moved 

barbel  and  ^‘'®  "“®®  turmoil  which 

water  ®®®'®®"  especially  in  very  low 

Tt  *‘^®  Trent  plunging  abouT 

belieftotbew1“°iJ‘^i“t^"y’-r^“‘^  “^lit  account  for  a 
rfver  Tfa  ®'"?h  things  existed  in  the 

body'  T  ™°^®  '^bout  and  rise  in  a  solid 

SwTorth:Va'<!ifio.''^^  ’--®- 

the  ®?  numerous  in  some  reaches  of 

tfae  1  rent  as  they  are  at  present  above  Kin<r’s  Mills 

lead  toenumb^^^°'"®’iT^«®r  '‘^®  ®°“®-hat 

orWhP  congregated  by  the  banks 

on  Whit  Monday  was  simply  incredible.  There  were  all 

to^  the^®®’  tiny  lately -born  with  abnormal 

the  unpretentious  and 
easily  satisfied  canal  angler.  There  seemed  to  be 

mr^When  toe  ^“‘^®TS®d?eoii  and  roach  predominat- 
e  dorlr  u  a  ^  nioved  off  in  a  body  it  was  simply  like 
a  dark  shadow  moving  over  the  bed  of  the  river.  When 

and  wiMrott,  water  they  made  a  simultaneous 

in  .  rush  at  it,  many  of  them  leaping  and  jumping 

ThefexTSd  Sr^°'-n-oP-fish”8ortofway^ 

sorrv  ®+^*^®®‘^®,‘?  tor  a  long  way  up  the  river,  and  I  wL 
sorry  to  notice  an  occasional  fungus-affected  fish 
especially  amongst  the  roach.  Coarse  fish  generally  are 
touh  now  and  food  is  plentiful  Dace  and 

iT  ®,°°t'nuing  to  rise  freely  to  the  natural  fly.  It 

s  quite  clear  that  all  kinds  of  course  fish  will  be  in 
good  condition  on  the  opening  day. 

nnJn^®  ®°“*tition  of  the  Water,  so  far  as  salmon  fishing  is 

S  wito'®it“s°'^  tar  from  unfavourable,  indeed,  cL- 

pared  with  its  _  recent  state,  it  may  be  said  to  be 
excellent  tor  spinning  with  the  much-favoured  Devon 
Duti  owing  to  the  immense  quantity  of  flannel  weed 
wito  ts  almost  impossible  to  fish 

touDd  **^®  line  being  constantly 

a  M  green,  ugly  weed,  and  holds  grimly  on  to 

anything  with  which  it  may  come  in  contact.  There  is 
®n®ngb  to  bring  fresh  fish  up,  but  there  is  quite 
enough  to  induce  fish  to  take.  ^ 

*1^®  general  advent  of  the 
*^®  'T®®!^  g'nd  the  surmise 

be  ^^®  now  be  said  to 

^nd  between  this  (Wednesday)  and  Mon- 

iu  annrl  its  climax.  The  trout  streams  are  all 

®  1^^®  '^‘*'in!  and  are  running  at  a  nice 

height.  Whitsuntide  anglers  have  been  fairly  numerous, 
with  much  more  success  than  the  anglers 
of  the  Easter  holidays,  the  conditions  being  much 

tons  rc°T  ®-fa  ^^'®®  y®iiow 

tons,  &c.,  have  been  numerous  on  the  water,  and  the 
fash  have  risen  with  considerable  freedom,  especiallv  in 
soL®7T°"'  .iDfPite  of  this  the  best  baskets  (Ld 
®«*  to  ten  brace  have  been  made)  were  not 
W  *^®  ra^ggot  and  worm,  and  a 

few  with  the  Devon.  The  best  fish  of  which  we  have 
heard  was  a  Loch  Levener  of  41b.  loz.,  taken  bv  Mr 
Lewis,  near  Matlock  Bath.  It  was,  we  believe,  taken 
vith  a  maggot.  The  natural  minnow  has  also  been 
fatal  to  a  few  good  fish.  Though  it  is  annoviuo-  at 


‘f®' fi’  u .watcher  Coward  observed  a 
See  of  fiddled  condition  on  the 

I  5  *i!®  Petiuted  water,  and  he  traced  the 

raei“be°”s«w  *^®  Mills,  where  in  the  mill-tail 

■  conditioirTurf®!!®''®^  ®®  *  about  in  the  same 

condition,  and  there  was  also  a  number  of  dead  fish  in 

the  1®  1^1^®  bed  of 

the  Kent  a  mile  below  the  mill.  Again  on  May  14  a 

dead^in  tto^bHd°^f*to"i?®”'^  yoking  salmon  were  found 
dead  in  the  bed  of  the  River  Kent  from  Ackrio-?  un  to 

the  toh  barf  ^^®  Taper  Mills,  and^fome  of 

the  fish  had  every  appearance  of  having  been  subjected 
to  a  strong  caustic,  such  as  chloride  onime  On  Apri 
iLf  Kiyer  Bela  was  polluted  in  a  similar  manner  by 
Mnt  flowing  from  the  AVaterhouse  Paper 

1.  *^^®  below  the  mills  were 

practically  destroy®d.  In  both  these  cases  the  effluent 

matter  from  the  mills  was  not  actually  a  noison 
’^^®’  '^ben  introduced  into 
eveutolif’'®^  r-"  *'^®  U®*'  P^^®®  fuddles  the  fish,  and 
them^  Mv  in  ®°®fA®®®.‘^  f°5  auy  length  of  time,  destroys 
them.  My  committee  is  advised  that  this  pollution  is 

®?'®®  bttle  expense.  That  at  Bo  w- 
stone  Mill  could  be  avoided  by  running  the  polluted  water 

bif  t^^®  P'P®’  fbe  field  forming  the  east 

bank-which  has  a  natural  filter  bad  of  gravel,  from 
wh®nce  the  purified  water  would  again  find  its  wav 
into  the  river  ;  and  that  at  Waterhouse  Mill  if  the 
water  was  run  into  sufficiently  large  settling  tanks 
the  resinous  and  organic  matter  in  suspense  would 

with  the  water  might 

it  wn.  f  ’'®T  to  the  river  from  which 

it  was  taken.  I  am  directed  by  my  committee  fo 

aid  ua'^eful  consideration  of  these  faeto 

thf  ®°®'}®»f  the  assistance  and  evidence  of 

hanr”*°^®^®  analyst  who  have  had  the  matter  fn 

nuif  thnf  -^^y  have  the  desired  effect, 

and  that  the  County  Council  will  tackle  the  subject  in  a 
more  thorough  manner  than  has  hitherto  bLn  the 
case.  Their  action  will  be  watched  with  interest  not 
only  by  anglers,  but  the  public  generally,  as  the  above 
cases  have  created  much  public  comment 

^^.^f^^^^P^oseention  of  alleged  fish  poachers  took 
^1®*'-,^  Sessions  on  Saturday. 
SfTvp^  ’  ^  ^bba  hailing  from  Keswiek  and 

btaveley,  were  summoned  for  unlawfully  taking  fish 
with  a  n^  m  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Kent,  at  Kent- 
P®8’‘f  watcher  in  the  employ  of  the 
Fishery  Board,  was  about  to  state  the  particulars  of  the 
case,  when  the  Chairman  asked  him  for  his  authority 
to  prosecute^  and  also  for  proof  of  the  jurisdiction  of 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Pishing  Gazette. 

,®o™e.  the  weather  is  more 
broken,  and  the  streams  have  all  increased  in  volume 
XT®°  1KT®  i®  conoerned,  are  in  excellent  order! 
On  May  151  was  informed  by  the  lock-keeper  at  Beeston 
that,  according  to  the  gauge  above  the  weir,  the  river 
had  not  been  so  low  since  August  8,  1887,  on  which 
Tb°fl  rtopr*  attained  a  lower  level  by  nearly  one  inch. 
The  river,  of  late,  has  not  struck  me  as  being  lower 
than  it  was  towards  the  end  of  last  August,  but  there  is 

f®ct  above  stated,  and  it  is 
equally  certain  that  it  has  never,  so  far  as  recorded,  fallen 
below  its  late  level  at  this  season.  The  spawning  season 
has  been  a  wonderfuBy  successful  one,  and  moat  abnor- 
®°®''’®®  fi®b,  with  the  exception  of 
toat^f  nto®^’  ®°.  ^®'’'  U®  “yj>®rso“a'l  observation  and 
“Ot®  s“ofl  things  warrants  me  in 
opinion,  have  not  yet  begun  to  spawn, 
Mav^SW  PA®*?'®®  to  be  specially  early.  May  25  to 
^forfnltof  h  “o.rmal  [period.  Rke  were  at  least 
abnnf  +hA  ^UIP^®*’®  their  usual  time  ;  dace,  which  began 
about  the  13th,  were  quite  three  weeks  ;  roach  (April  18) 

a>f^®ifi®®’’^^^  ^^®  ®®‘??®l  while  chub  and  barbel  (May  8 
^®/®  “°f®  ^  fortnight  earlier  than  usual.  I 

have  heard  people  who  ought  to  have  been  competent  I 


Tv,T«4.i  'i  It  ’  **oi4.  xjjvmgu  lu  IS  annoying  at 

Matlock  Bath  during  such  holiday-times  as  Whitsun¬ 
tide,  to  be  interrupted  when  casting  over  a  rising  fish 
excursionist.^,  yet  the  reach  over 
which  boating  is  possible,  though  it  holds  many  good 
fish,  18  of  no  great  length,  it  is  not  a  very  serious  evil, 
personally,  I  have  seen  trout  continue  to  rise  as  the 
boat  was  passing,  almost  at  the  oar  end,  and  apparently 
in  this  reach  they  have  no  fear  of  a  boat.  This  may  be 
due  to  custom,  or  can  the  hereditary  instinct  of  the 
Loch  Leven  trout,  as  a  loch  trout,  survive  (most  of  the 
fash  are  Loch  Leveners),  and  display  itself  in  that 
common  trait  of  loch  trout,  indifference  to  a  boat?  It  is 
certainly  investing  to  see  how  fearless  the  fish  are. 

+1®  f  ^®P®  fo  be  able  to  give  some  particulars  of 

the  May-fly  rise. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Allusion  has  from  time  to  time  been  made  in  the  pages 
ot  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  cases  of  pollution  and  the 
destruction  of  fash  in  this  district.  We  are  glad  to  find 
that  steps  are  now  being  taken  which,  if  followed  up 
may  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  deplorable  incidents 
in  the  future.  The  following  letter  is  this  week  beino- 
torwarded  to  members  of  the  Westmoreland  County 
Council  froin  the  office  of  Mr.  S.  Hart  Jackson,  clerk  to 
the  Fishery  Board  ; 

“Gentlemen,—!  am  instructed  by  the  General  Pur- 
poses  Committee  of  toe  Kent,  Bela,  Winster,  Leven, 
and  Duddon  Fishery  Board  to  draw  your  attention  to 
the  gross  pollution  of  the  River  Kent,  and  also  of  the 
River  Bela,  which  has  recently  occurred.  Unfortunately 
the  powers  conferred  on  my  board  in  reference  to  these 
matters  are  very  limited,  but  your  council,  under  the 
wider  powers  conferred  upon  you  by  the  Rivers  Pollu- 
*'®“  Acts,  may  be  able  to  deal  with  the  matter  more 
effectively  The  pollution  of  the  Kent  occurred  as 
follows  :  During  the  week  following  April  2  last  the 
■traters  of  the  river  were  discoloured  by  a  dark  brown 
elHuent  from  the  Bowstone  Paper  Mills,  and  this  dis¬ 
colouration  extended  as  far  down  the  river  as  Kendal 


toe  board.  The  witness  produced  his  official  appoint¬ 
ment  as  watcher,  and  stated  that  he  had  been  ordered 
to  prosecute  in  the  case,  though  further  instructions 
*^^‘^„®’'P®c^cd  toat  morning  had  not  come  to 
hand.  The  defendants  expressed  their  willingness  to  an 
adjournment :  but  the  Bench  dismissed  the  case,  evi- 
dently  much  to  the  surprise  of  the  men  in  the  dock,  who 
tailed  to  appreciate  the  situation  until  informed  by  the 
^  XT  •  police  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  go  ! 
fjii  heavy  showers  of  rain  have 

fallen  daily  during  the  past  week,  it  was  not  until  Tues- 
day  morning  that  some  of  our  rivers  recovered  their 
I®  ®°“®  district  re- 

autiw  ^  militated  against  successful 

angling  ;  but,  taken  all  round,  there  is  a  decided  change 
tor  the  better  Our  Appleby  correspondent  states  that 
in  that  neighbourhood  sport  has  been  really  good  durine- 
the  past  week;  amongst  the  most  successful  anglers 
wer®  Mr  W.  Thornton,  who,  with  corncrak'e  and  starfino- 
took  a  dozen  nice  trout,  and  a  Manchester  gentleman’ 
nained  Nelson,  who  had  eight  pounds  with  the  worm  A 
party  of  gentlemen  staying  at  the  Tufton  Arms  Hotel 
Appleby,  on  Saturday  had  together  eighty  fish  The 
I  Lune  has  also  been  well  patronised  by  local  anglers  and 
[  visitors.  On  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  Mr.  W 
debay,  had  a  pannier  each  day  of  about  51b 
with  May-fly  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Wills,  Teba/,  on  the  same 
totes,  had  takes  of  41b.,  51b  ,  and  71b.,  also  with  the 
May-fly.  A  Mr.  Pemberton,  of  London,  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  on  several  days  with  May-fly  ;  and  the  followin'.- 
to  hand  ;  Mr.  A.  Remington,  on  toe  19th,  71b.” 
with  May-fly ;  Mr.  T.  Dodd,  Greenhouse,  41b.,  with 
running  worm  ;  Mr.  T.  Derome,  of  Kendal,  on  the  23rd 
•W  '“““mg  worm;  Mr.  W.  J.  Fisher,  Tebav  21b  ’ 
with  May-fly ;  while  some  fine  single  fish  have  also  been 
secured.  A  fair  number  of  rods  were  out  on  the  Mint 
and  Sprint,  the  best  take  on  the  latter  being  81b  of 
trout  by  Mr.  St.  John.  _  ^ 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

Unsettled  weather  may,  perhaps,  have  kept  a  lot  of 
anglers  at  home  during  the  past  holidays,  but  for  those 
who  risked  all  and  went,  sport  of  a  very  satisfactory 
character  was  obtained.  For  instance,  Mr.  MoCrirrick 
and  friends,  have  for  the  past  three  Whit  Mondays 
visited,  by  permission,  a  preserved  portion  of  the 
Weaver  in  Cheshire,  but  the  sport  obtained  on  the  22nd 
was  tar  in  excess  of  any  former  visit.  The  Grey  Drake 
andl  Yellow  Dun  were  in  swarms  upon  the  water,  and 
teeding  upon  the  same  was  not  confined  to  the  trout  for 
every  description  of  fish  were  simply  gorging  on  these 
two  flies.  In  the  evening  the  rise  was  over,  and  then 
came  the  bottom  fisher’s  chance,  and  in  two  hours  good 
baskets  were  obtained.  It  is  significant  of  the  advanced 
state  ot  the  fash  this  season  when  we  say  that  not  a 
single  coarse  fish  taken,  with  the  exception  of  gudgeon 
bore  any  traces  of  spawn  ;  the  dace  were  entirelj^  free 
and  in  splendid  condition,  so  that  nothing  but  honour 
compelled  the  return  of  fine  fish  to  the  river  to  be 
angled  for  further  on. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
Hoard  took  place  on  the  19th,  Mr.  E.  Burn,  president, 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  B.  J.  Pickering,  treasurer,  presented 
his  financial  statement,  which  was  passed  as  read.  It 
is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  from  every  quarter 
comes  a  good  report  of  the  conduct  of  ticket-holders,  and 
the  proprietors  and  neighbouring  farmers  are  satisfied 
that  it  was  not  the  fishermen  who  did  damage  in  past 
years.  Prejudices  die  hard  usually,  but  in  the  ease  of 
this  fishery  all  opposition  seems  quietly  and  surely 
withdrawn.  This  is  encouraging.  The  following  were 
elected  to  form  the  executive  for  the  ensuing  year  ; 
President,  Mr.  E.  Burn  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  B.  J.  Pickering ; 
consultative  committee,  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Prescott. 
Amongst  other  business  down  for  consideration  was  that 
of  the  annual  championship,  which  event  is  to  take 
place  on  Sept.  2,  at  Worsley,  from  4  to  6.30  o’clock. 
The  sub-committee  to  make  all  the  necessary  arrange¬ 
ments  are  Messrs  Johnson,  Slatter,  Prescott,  and  the 
secretary.  Many  valuable  prizes  will  be  added  to  the 
usual  championship  medals.  Will  club  secretaries 
please  note  this,  and  keep  the  date  open  from  club 
fixtures  ? 

The  coming  season  is  likely  to  bo  marked  by  a  revolu¬ 
tion  in  club  programmes,  the  working-man  angler  is  at 
last  seeing  that  angling  is  not  winning  gewgaws  and 
kettles,  and  this  year  is  spending  his  money  on  enter¬ 
prises  likely  to  provide  him  with  better  sport  in  the  future. 
It  is  astounding  the  rapid  strides  angling  is  making, 
and  to  deal  with  the  undertakings  so  far  is  beyond  the 
limits  of  these  notes.  When  the  close  season  terminates, 
Lancashire  men  may  do  worse  than  pay  a  visit  to  Acton 
Bridge  and  fish  the  Weaver  ;  fish  are  present  in  large 
numbers.  The  trains  certainly  are  not  very  convenient, 
but  this  is  only  a  slight  inconvenience  when  good  fish¬ 
ing  accrues.  All  particulars  can  be  had  from  the  Leigh 
Arms  Inn.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  many  reports 
are  to  hand  from  various  places  visited  by  our  locals. 
It  can  be  said  without  fear  of  serious  contradiction  that 
the  past  Whitsuntide  has  been  the  best  we  have  had  for 
everal  years. 

For  a  really  enjoyable  and  economical  fishing  excur¬ 
sion  to  waters  worth  visiting  the  knowing  ones  say 
Llanymynech. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  had  a  splendid  rain  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and 
this  has  put  the  rivers  of  the  district  in  very  good 
order.  Fly-fishermen,  of  whom  there  are  but  few  in 
this  district,  will  now  be  out  in  the  north  part  of  the 
country,  and  bottom  fishers  will  be  trying  to  tempt  the 
roach  and  bream.  The  roach  are  now  busy  spawning 
all  along  the  Yare,  while  the  banks  of  the  river  at 
Wroxham  are  all  alive  with  fish.  Bream  and  perch 
have  well  nigh  finished. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  heavy  rains  which  fell  during  the  latter  part  of 
last  week  have  done  considerable  good.  They  caused 
the  Trent  to  rise  something  like  three  feet,  and,  besides 
washing  downwards  huge  masses  of  rubbish,  they  have 
scoured  the  tributaries  and  brooks  in  a  manner  which 
had  not  been  experienced  for  the  past  ten  weeks. 
Coarse  fish  were  set  moving  in  all  directions,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  the  early  portion  of  the  legitimate  season 
will  command  a  greater  number  of  votaries  than  in 
previous  years.  Prospects  are  full  of  promise,  and 
there  is  certain  to  be  a  keen  demand  for  such  favourite 
bottom  lures  as  the  caddis  ^nb  and  maggot.  Eoach 
and  chub  have  done  spawning,  and  the  recent  rise 
appears  to  have  left  very  few  fish  on  the  shallows.  The 
extra  water  set  eels  running  upwards,  and  plenty  were 
taken  by  the  night-lining  fraternity  on  Thursday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday. 

During  the  holidays  a  few  gentlemen  have  patronised 
the  King’s  Mills  private  fishery,  hoping,  by  a  judicious 
use  of  the  artificial  minnow,  to  hook  a  salmon.  No  fish 
were,  however,  seen,  and  every  effort  put  forth  for  their 
capture  was  futile.  Only  very  few  are  up,  and  maybe 
they  are  not  spring-run  fish. 

Trout  anglers  were  out  in  force  on  Monday  and  Tues¬ 
day,  and  in  the  Hilton  Brook  Mr.  Wadhamand  Mr.  Hoe, 
of  West  Bridgford,  killed  three  brace  of  splendid  fish 
with  the  May-fly.  The  “  fly  ”  is  still  on  the  stream 
which  flows  into  the  Dove  at  or  near  Egginton  village. 
One  of  the  fish  caught  by  Mr.  Wadham  weighed  lib. 
Several  heavy  fellows  have  also  been  got  in  the  Trent 
where  it  is  joined  by  the  waters  of  the  little  Eiver  Greet 
at  Eokerton.  Mr.  S.  Pogson,  of  Nottingham,  secured 
three  over  lib.  each,  and  he  is  reported  to  have  lost  one 
above  3Hb.  During  a  rise  like  the  one  we  have  just 
passed  through  the  big  fish  leave  the  Greet  in  search  of 
fresh  food  coming  down  the  Trent,  and  in  recent  years 
many  fine  fellow's  have  been  taken  by  the  aid  of  the  worm. 

The  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society  will 
hold  its  annual  dinner  on  June  15,  on  the  eve  of  the  all 
eventful  “  opening  day.”  A  proposition  is  on  foot  to 
present  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  courteous  and  enterpris¬ 
ing  honorary  secretary  of  the  society,  with  a  testimonial. 
If  ever  the  hon.  sec.  of  an  influential  angling  society 
deserved  recognition  Mr.  Spray  is  the  one.  He  has  for 
several  years  worked  like  a  veritable  Trojan  for  the 
club,  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  it  is  second 
to  none  in  the  Midland  counties.  The  testimonial  will 
be  handed  over  on  the  night  of  the  annual  banquet. 

The  Notts  Anglers’  Association  have  just  received  a 
well-merited  rebuff  at  the  hands  of  the  Midland  Eailway 
Companj’.  For  many  y  ears  past  the  privilege  cards  to 
ocal  anglers  have  been  issued,  in  the  company’s  behalf 


by  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  of  Nottingham.  When  the  Notts 
Anglers’  Association  sprang  into  existence  last  summer 
it  was  mainly  owing  to  the  attempt  made  by  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board  to  impose  a  licence  on  the  rods  of  coarse 
fish  anglers.  The  question  was  thoroughly  discussed, 
and  in  order  that  the  association  might  not  consider 
themselves  “left  out  of  the  running,”  Mr.  Coxon  sent, 
with  his  compliments,  to  the  secretary,  or  hon.  sec. 
of  the  association  a  list  of  the  local  angling  clubs 
travelling,  in  order  that,  by  calling  supplementary 
meetings,  the  whole  of  the  members  would  be  the 
better  consulted.  But  no  sooner  was  the  information 
gratuitously  given  than  the  association  called  a  debate 
meeting,  and  adopted  the  following  extraordinary 
resolution  unanimously:  “That  this  association  sha,ll 
use  its  utmost  endeavours  to  oppose  the  rod  tax  as  laid 
down  by  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  and  shall  also  appoint 
officers  to  take  over  the  entire  charge  of  the  issuing  o/  the 
railwag  privilege  tickets  to  the  association.’’  Ever  since 
that  time  the  officers  have  resorted  to  every  move 
on  the  board  to  get  control  over  the  tickets,  for  the 
purposes  of  building  up  their  own  body,  and  at  length 
they  have  discovered,  to  their  own  cost,  who  really  is 
the  manager  and  who  is  likely  to  be. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  was  only  to  be  expected  that  after  the  grand  rain 
of  the  week  previous  to  last,  things  piscatorial  would 
look  up  ;  nor  was  the  expectation  in  the  least  unrealised. 
Commencing  on  Thursday  week,  the  day  after  the  last 
great  shower,  we  have  had  in  this  district  a  record  of 
good  and  highly  successful  datches.  On  that  day  there 
was  shown  at  the  Crown  Inn,  a  display  of  trout  such  as 
never  before  has  been  exhibited  there  within  the  com¬ 
pass  of  one  day.  Six  of  the  most  proficient  bottom 
anglers  we  have  in  the  city,  namely :  W.  Thompson, 
F.  Thompson,  E,  Waddington,  A.  Eobinson,  T.  Eobin- 
son,  and  T.  Wilkinson,  went  out  that  day  with  quarts 
of  maggots  and  stern  resolution  to  bring  something 
home.  And  they  did.  Meeting  at  night  at  the  Crown 
Inn,  they  compared  successes  and  exhibited  their 
catches,  with  the  result  that  there  were  soon  on  view 
115  fine  trout.  None  were  less  than  |lb.  in  weight,  and 
some  reached  up  to  IJlb.  They  were  all  caught  with 
the  maggot,  and  were  from  the  Derwent,  Dam  Flask, 
and  other  local  waters.  The  same  day  the  Pheasant 
Inn  party  fished  the  river  at  Yorkshire  Bridge,  but 
amongst  them  only  creeled  four  and  a-half  brace. 
In  that  part  of  the  country  the  rain  had  not 
had  any  appreciable  effect  upon  the  watercourses.  On 
Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday  rods  were  out  in  all 
directions,  and  in  most  of  the  cases  I  hear  of  good  sport. 
At  Dumford  Bridge  Eeservoir,  near  Penistone,  a  closely 
preserved  water,  Mr.  Eeynolds,  manager  of  one  of  the 
Church-street  banks,  had  four  brace  of  good  fish  on 
Monday  with  the  maggot.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  A. 
Stacey  and  Mr.  Gulliver  fished  Dale  Dyke  Eeservoir, 
owned  by  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  did  well.  The  water 
was  low,  but  of  good  colour.  Between  them  they 
basketed  nine  and  a  half  brace,  most  of  the  fish  weighing 
over  ilb.  and  one  turning  the  beam  at  lib.  They  were 
in  the  proverbial  pink  of  condition.  There  were  other 
anglers  out,  but  these  two  did  the  best  of  any.  One 
party,  including  a  number  of  ladies,  brought  a  dog  with 
them  and  pitched  a  tent,  but,  sad  to  relate,  not  one  of 
them  landed  a  single  fish.  Another  angler  got  a  nice 
fish  with  the  Eed  Spinner,  and  another,  who  angled  all 
day  with  a  worm,  drew  a  blank.  The  Alder  and  Black 
Gnat  were  out  freely.  The  same  two  anglers  were  at 
Hollow  Meadows  Dam  on  Saturday.  This  water,  which 
is  now  lower  than  for  several  years  past,  contains 
some  fine  fish,  and  Mr.  Stacey  secured  two  brace.  Some 
nice  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  stream  below  the 
alum  mills.  No  permission  is  required  for  fishing  this 
stream,  but  a  trout  licence  is  necessary.  I  heard  of 
three  Sheffielders  fishing  the  mill  dam  at  Low  Bradfield 
from  2.30  a.m.  on  Monday  to  9  n.m.  and  never  securing 
a  fish,  although  they  paid  a  shilling  for  the  privilege  of 
swimming  their  maggots.  This  beats  the  exploit  I 
mentioned  last  week  at  the  Forge  Dam,  Fulwood,  where 
another  of  the  ilk  angled  exactly  twelve  hours  and  never 
saw  a  fish. 

It  is  cause  for  congratulation  that  we  have  secured 
the  proposed  Conservancy  Board  for  the  rivers  of  the 
West  Eiding.  A  provisional  order  has  been  granted, 
and  the  board  will  probably  come  into  existence  about 
August.  There  is  great  need  of  such  an  authority.  It 
will  have  ample  material  upon  which  to  work,  and 
ample  scope  for  whatever  energies  it  may  possess.  If 
the  work  of  cleansing  our  rivers  is  now  taken  in  hand, 
we  may  reasonably  hope  that,  as  the  result  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Conservancy  Board  and  the  Prevention  of  Pollu¬ 
tion  Society,  grand  successes  will  be  achieved,  and  that 
the  scathing  condemnation  of  the  novelist  Eeade  will 
no  longer  apply  to  our  local  waters. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Salopian  anglers  were  out  in  full  force  during  the 
holiday  season,  and  wind  and  water  being  favourable, 
fair  sport  was  obtainable.  The  river  has  greatly 
benefited  by  the  rain,  although  the  thirsty  land  has 
absorbed  the  greater  portion,  and  prevented  any  con¬ 
siderable  increase  in  the  volume  of  water.  A  few  trout 
have  been  taken  here  and  there,  but  they  are  not  abun¬ 
dant,  and  many  anglers  have  had  to  be  content  with 
coarse  fish,  which  are  plentiful,  and  are  rising  freely. 
Morning  and  evening  fishing  have  proved  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  during  the  last  week  or  two  the  fish  have 
been  rising  well.  During  the  day  time,  however,  the 


trout  have  stubbornly  refused  to  move,  but,  directly  the 
dusk  comes  on,  the  heads  of  the  fords  have  been  alive  with 
rising  fish.  'The  May-fly  has  been  on,  but  not  in  groat 
abundance,  and  anglers  will  do  well  to  use  a  yellov- 
bodied  March  Brown,  and  one  of  the  Duns  in  preference. 

The  members  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling 
Society  held  an  adjourned  meeting  on  Tuesday,  and 
agreed  to  accept  the  offer  made  to  them  by  the  Shrop¬ 
shire  Angling  Society  in  respect  to  allowing  the  anglers 
connected  with  the  former  body  to  fish  in  the  water 
now  claimed  by  the  county  association,  free  of  charge, 
on  the  production  of  membership  tickets.  It  is  satis¬ 
factory  to  observe  that  the  new  association  of  riparian 
owners  has  thus  recognised  the  good  work  that  has  been 
accomplished  in  the  past  by  Shrewsbury  anglers,  and 
that  the  privileges  the  members  of  the  society  of  that 
town  have  enjoyed  for  so  many  years  of  fishing  in  any 
part  of  the  river  will  not  be  interfered  with.  We  are 
assured  that  the  Shropshire  Association  does  not,  by 
any  means,  desire  to  place  undue  restrictions  in  the 
way  of  anglers,  but  desire  simply  to  better  the  fishing 
and  protect  it  from  the  ravages  of  the  poacher.  We 
have  before  stated  the  opinion  that,  so  long  as  the 
association  carries  out  its  work  in  co-operation  with 
local  angling  societies,  and  does  not  adopt  arbitrary 
measures,  nothing  but  good  to  the  angling  fraternity 
can  result  from  its  formation  :  and  now  that  the  pro¬ 
moters  have  satisfactorily  and  liberally  met  the  Shrews¬ 
bury  Society,  there  is  no  cause  for  fear  that  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  association  means  the  appropriation  of  the 
fisheries  by  a  select  few.  Their  proposals  are  liberal 
and  thoroughly  well  considered,  and  if  they  can  be 
carried  out  fully  there  will  be  a  good  time  before  Shrop¬ 
shire  anglers,  who  will  be  fully  compensated  for  the 
licence  fee  that  will  be  exacted  from  them,  by  the 
increased  protection  of  the  river  and  the  betterment 
of  the  trout,  grayling,  and  salmon  fisheries.  It  is 
whispered  that  at  some  future  time  local  angling 
societies  may  be  asked  to  co-operate  with  the  new 
Shropshire  Association  in  bringing  their  scheme  to  a 
successful  issue.  _ 

FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN.— Anglers  over  here  are  just  now  having  a 
jolly  time  of  it,  and  any  amount  of  good  sport.  This 
week  has,  perhaps,  been  the  most  favourable,  from  a 
weather  point  of  view,  since  the  season  commenced. 
The  rivers  are  nearly  all  reported  in  fine  fishing  order,  , 
and  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  sport  was  in  great  ■. 
demand.  Numbers  of  anglers  betook  themselves  to  the 
innumerable  trout  rivers  around  Dublin,  whilst  the 
Glendalough,  the  Woodenbridge,  the  Dargle,  the  Eoss- 
anagh  waters,  &c.  (County  Wicklow)  were  all  thoroughly 
thrashed,  and  with  satisfactory  results.  Mr.  Oscar 
May  and  two  or  three  of  the  Star  Angling  Club  fished 
two  days  on  the  Clash  river  (Eathdrum)  and  took  full 
baskets  each  day.  From  all  reports  which  have  reached 
me  I  gather  that  sport  is  good  all  round.  On  Whit 
Monday  the  King’s  Gardens  at  Chapelizod  (Dublin)  were 
opened  for  the  first  time  as  a  pleasure  resort  with  a 
grand /tTe  and  gala.  These  gardens  have  been  laid  oat 
at  enormous  cost,  and  just  now  present  a  picture  of 
extreme  loveliness.  They  lie  only  two  miles  from  the 
General  Post  Office,  and  not  the  least  of  the  numerous 
attractions  is  the  undoubted  facilities  afforded  to  trout 
fishers  for  a  good  day’s  sport  in  the  Eiver  Liffey,  which 
flows  right  past.  On  Monday  last  many  could  be 
observed  casting  lines  at  this  favourite  resort,  ^and 
indeed  all  along  the  stretch  into  the  Lucan  Salmon  Leap 
preserves  many  rods  were  busy. 

A  lad  named  James  Knowles,  aged  fourteen,  while 
fishing  in  the  Tolka  river  (North  Dublin)  fell  into  the 
river,  and  had  a  narrow  escape  from  drowning  ;  he  was 
rescued,  however,  by  two  men  named  John  and  Francis 
Brady,  of  Fairglass,  who  jumped  in  after  him.  The 
boy  was  detained  in  the  Mater  Hospital.  I  wouldn’t 
like  to  suggest  that  any  of  the  trout  could  be  capable  of 
pulling  the  lad  in,  but  mind  you  the  Tolka  holds  some 
heavy  fish.  ^  . 

A  smart  controversy  anent  the  salmon  fisheries  of 
Ireland  and  the  mill-owners  is  just  now  running  through 
the  Dublin  paper.s.  A  very  capable  letter  from  Mr. 
W^ebb,  on  behalf  of  the  mill-owners,  which  appeped  in 
the  Freem all’s  Journal  on  the  27th  ult. ,  has  elicited  a 
powerful  and  admirable  reply  from  Mr.  Alfred  Moore 
Nunn,  on  behalf  of  the  salmon  fisheries.  To  those 
interested  in  the  subject  both  the  letters  referred  to  are 
really  worth  reading. 

The  appeal  made  by  Sir  Thomas  F .  Brady  on  behalf  of 
the  fisherman  Cottrell,  whose  vessel  and  gear  were 
recently  entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  has  met  with 
generous  recognition  on  all  sides,  and  although  the 
fund  is  not  yet  closed,  it  has  reached  a  substantial  sum. 


KEEEY. — The  welcome  rain  has  come  at  last,  and 
sport  has  improved  throughout  the  country.  On  Water- 
ville  lake  salmon  angling  has  been  practically  aban¬ 
doned  for  the  present,  as  anglers  are  now  turning  their 
attention  to  the  white  trout  fishing  which  has  commenced 
rather  early  this  year.  On  Saturday  two  local  profes¬ 
sionals  had  a  dozen  fine  white  trout  weighing  in  the 
aggregate  241b.  and  251b.  respectively,  besides  several 
large  brown  trout.  I  do  not  remember  such  heavy 
baskets  of  white  trout  being  got  on  this  water  at  such 
an  early  date  heretofore,  and  the  fact  should  augur  well 
for  the  coming  season.  White  trout  continue  to  arrive 
from  the  sea  in  large  shoals.  One  hundred  and  eighty 
were  taken  in  the  weir  on  W^atcrville  Eiver  on  Friday,, 
and  when  the  weir  was  lifted  at  noon  on  that  day  they 
were  still  ascending  freely.  On  WaterviUe  Eiver  sport 
at  brown  trout  has  been  well  up  to  the  average,  but 
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white  trout  afforded  but  indifferent  sport.  Salmon  are 
7  the  month  of  the  river,  but 

stife  oPtht”"  "P'  owing  to  the  low 

do  wel?bot»  Tf*®'’’  boats  continue  to 

boat  bid  J  ;  day  last  week  Mr.  Baker’s  seine 

on  « ®®'''"on  ;  on  another  day,  fifty  ;  and 
on  a  third  day,  forty-seven.  ’ 

watd  w’e  “®^  salmon  angling  has  been  rather  back- 

Xerkl^hiJ^  hJIt  ^rst  class,  and 

several  big  baskets  have  been  had,  both  by  the  local 

hy/i9it0M.  White  trout  but  Lrely  visit 

Kerry  rivers  I  learn  that  the  salmon 
fishing  has  been  very  good  on  a  couple  of  days,  and  that 
s^e  heavy  fish  were  had  on  the  rivers  Feale  Gale 
merlagh,  and  Cashan.  The  trout  angling  on’  those 

&g3w5,tor‘"‘’'  ‘ 

fi  Waterville  district,  has  yielded 

fine  baskets  of  both  white  and  brown  trout  on  Wednes- 

&  ^oifbv’ant^'"''‘^^^A^“r  ^ut  no  salmon  have 

anglers.  Angling  was,  however  confined  to 

the  tfdV w1i°“  ""®^-  nuCrous  in 

noLd  to  hn^t*®''®’  f  number  are  sup- 

11  iT®  "P  during  the  last  flood.  Those  fish 
.  generally  the  case  with  the  earlier  arrivals  nushed 
rapdly  up  to  the  deep  pools  in  the  upper  reaches^where 
they  remain  sulky  until  a  flood  takes  place  w^en  thev 
readily  take  either  fly  or  prawn.  ’  ^ 

weeWnd^\\®«*'®®f‘’®®“  pretty  heavily  during  the 

Whit’e  trout ^are  ®Ti7'’“®  ^^^®  ^®®“  ''®''y  satisfactory, 
several  w^i^rsE!;  I  iiow  arriving  in  good  numbers,  and 

Pli«  .‘f Th?  e,  t’tSKo 

g.  U®'?.®  hrown  trout  anglins  has  been  « 

Tho^se^!attLr*^®how“^  °°  ^®tJ^  ^®^®  ^6®^. 

iuose  latter,  however,  seldom  take  the  fly  and  the 

Tspeda^v  StL  d"'"'''®  ®®f®"°ted  the  best  luJe  for  them! 
re^nt  min^Tiffr  '^®^^  on  a  couple  of  days  after  the 

sho?tVirthe^  iTeSh^of  “fS 

..w,.tT3rd”;fi„‘nhrr3 ‘2^ 

several  anglers  are  doing  lell  ’  ’  ®  ^ 

Kg-fh"  p3tel  ‘bSr 

1,  J®'^f case  from  Listowel On  Monday 
Sn  *  wirfith  ^  Sessions  at  Listowel,  Mr.  J.  R 

of  Scrahan^  fnr^fi?h  ®?““oned  James  Kelly, 

with  salmon  flies  on  the  River 

F  Creaer^^l”?®’  being  duly  licensed.  Mr. 

Sl’bVnt?'^®  f  ^**®  prosecution,  and 

he  saw  the  fpl  ^®^®i."«®t--  ^  bailiff  swore  that 

hfm  Z^d  dpm^  A‘^5^*•^®bIng,  and  that  he  came  up  to 
S“e  It^un  i'^^®  defendant  refused  to 

j  Witness  tried  to  get  the  rod  bnf  +1ia 

defendant  succeeded  in  taking  it  away.  Witness  how 

atteched”^  fn  *be  line,  with  salmon  flies’ 

attached.  In  cross-examination  by  Mr  McEllie-oft  tbp 

5S”TnnL‘t'‘S  “•f  “  w”  Nb 

stated  ?7pl®e\P®''fl“®®'^  “^®®d  Costelloe!’  who 

weie^trout\nd®nnr®  (produced)  taken  from  defendant 
Ildmor,  4  fe  ^  not  salmon  flies,  but  that  they  would  kill 

ln^d  £2^ti  7osts  the  defendant  was 

The  mackerel  fishery  on  the  Kerry  coast  has  been 
ManV^“®d  /'■*i7n*®®/  ^’enit.  the  French,  English 

^  000  nlfht7v®^  ®'‘^^  between  4000  and 

10  UUO  nightly  and  at  Dingle  and  Ventry  also  the 
captures  have  been  regular  and  large 
.lu  .  Poftmagee,  Valentia,  Killimly,  and  Bunnaneer 
the  local  yawls  have  had  between  2000  and  12  000 
errings  nightly,  besides  an  average  take  of  4000 
mackerel  each.  Herrings  have  appeared  in  vast  shoals 

mot^nif^p^  ^^®  Skelligs  rocks,  and  are  now 

moving  nearer  the  coast. 

and  cod  fishery  has  declined  at  Portmagee 
f^w  f®'^  .”?t8®en  continue  to  have  fair  success.  ® 

.bpn  hand-lmers  have  had  good  sport  at 

pollack.  About  fifteen  pollock,  running  from  31b.  to 

Srir’Sh!'nr^^""^ 

lobster  fishery  on  the  coast  of  Kerry  has  been 
June  bS'Okward,  but  it  is  seldom  very  successful  before 

TrawleM  have  done  well  among  plaice,  brill  and 
soles  at  Ballinskellig’s  Bay,  Dingle  Bay,  and  the  ’Ken 

numberonSbot  ”®‘  ^ 

Spill®r8  have  been  very  successful  at  pollack  at 
CoomMlonkane  and  a  few  other  stations  in  the  south, 

SackTtThtsSes.^"^" 

arj»!  P^®®eot  ®oa-fish  in  the  principal  markets 

doren  :-Mackerel,  7s.  per  120  ;  herrings.  Is.  per 

b®'fce.  Is.  to  Is.  bd.  each  ;  ling.  Is.  Id.  to  2s 
nonnii^°^®i*^®*^®o^^cj^®'^  dozen;  salmon  (seine),  8d.  per 

pound ;  soles,  2s.  6d.  per  pair.  uoi 


weYnfpT^'vT'^*'®’'®  ®b‘ght  improvement  in  the 
weather,  it  being  now  generally  gloomy.  Freonent 

suffi^fen/^^^’  J^®  ®o’^lb-east  rain  has  not  come  in 

suftcient  quantities  to  materially  affect  sport.  Donegal 
seems  to  have  been  favoured  with  more  than  its  own 
fn  several  of  its  rivers  are  reported  to  be 

the^Owenea''^  ^  ®°°P^®  salmon  were  killed  on 

I  learn  that  Col.  Viscount  Charlemont,  C.B.,  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Viceregal  Household,  purposes 
ilnn^  “^bts  on  the  Blackwater  (Co.  Tyrone) 

along  with  Eoxborough  Castle  and  the  shooting  of  the 
demesne.  About  .£800  per  annum  I  believe  is  the  figure, 
ttis  lordship  has  made  arrangements  for  stocking  his 
Drunmairne  demesne,  near  Stewartstown.  with  hares 
tha?lSalR;°aSn"°  r®bit>^oduce  poor  “  puss  ”  into 

Black  Fly  season  has  come  on  very 
early  this  year.  In  low  clear  water,  when  artificial  fly 

’^®®^®?®a/®7 bait  can  be  used  than  the 
Black  Fly  or  Marly  ”  as  it  is  also  called.  The  art  of 

and  ’f  l®f'.™®<l  ®?ly  by  long  experience, 

Ulster  ^  1» 


THE  NEW  ALBION  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Whebldon  on  Thames  Trout. 

In  connection  with  this  flourishing  South  London 
angling  society,  the  annual  distribution  of  prizes  and 
smoking  concert  took  place  at  the  Duke  of  Kent  Old 
j  Pl®asant  evening  was  spent 
The  prizes  included  a  spirit  tantalus,  roach-pole  books 

case  ”and^’  ^®-®'  ®®’'’^?F®'  tobacco  jar,  barometer,  book- 
case,  and  various  other  appropriate  articles,  besides 
nl  fb  champagne,  whiskey,  and  brandy,  coal^ 
clothes,  flour,  and  sums  of  money.  A  number  of  the 
prizes  were  arranged  on  the  table,  and  made  a  most 
pleasing  display  ;  conspicuous  amongst  them  were  two 
silver  cups,  value  ^5  5s.  and  =£15  15s.  respecLvel^ 
These  cups  before  becoming  the  absolute  property  of 
the  winner  have  to  be  taken  three  times  by  the  fortunate 
individual.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  R.  Mudd  holds  the 
fifteen-guinea  challenge  trophy,  and  Mr.  W.  Grace 
retains  the  other  cup.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of 
memb^s  and  friends  and.  the  cbai?  was  occupirby 
Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett,  vice  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisn  The 
proceedings  opened  with  a  piano  solo  by  Mr  juda’e 
who  accompanied,  and  during  the  evening  some  canitai 

Baldwin  (secrets! 
St.^  Alban,  Swayne,  Bateman,  Harry  Glover,  W  F 

^n^r®+*’  also  contributed  some 

fsUe^  -B  B-  Wheeldon,  on  heSg 

called  upon  for  a  song,  gave  an  interesting  address  on 
Thames  trout  in  response  to  the  vocal  call,  and  hU 
graphic  remarks  on  the  subject  were 
^°Ji°'^®d  and  frequently  applauded  by  those 

that  H’w?®rv®®°“f®‘^i.®'  P"’'®  Thames  trout,  and  said 
that  it  was  like  a  fresh-run  grilse.  He  had  not  he 
proceeded,  the  slightest  doubt  that  there  were  trout  in 
the  Thames  from  161b.  to  201b.  weight  He  had  seen 
Uout  himself  not  once  or  twice  but  fifty  times,  in  the 
Thames  that  he  was  satisfied  would  weigh  201b  if  not 
more.  He  remembered  there  used  to  bl  a  veritable 
monster  in  the  Walton  district,  which  he  believed  would 
have  gone  that  weight  He  hooked  the  fish  once,  but  it 
had  such  a  bony  snout  that  the  hooks  would  not  penetrate 
and  when  the  line  slackened  they  came  away  It  was 
an  undoubted  fact  that  a  large  trout  had  been  lying  in 
the  Kingston  district.  In  the  Jubilee  Year  a  man  took 
a  171b.  trout  in  his  flounder  net  at  Strand-on-the-Green 
and  it  was  afterwards  put  into  the  Towns  End  Hole,  at 
Kingston.  That  fish  had  been  seen  feeding  on  several 

ft  ’^ad  ever  been 

hooked.  Mr.  Wheeldon  also  mentioned  that  he  had  seen 
what  he  took  to  be  a  201b.  trout  at  Hampton  Court,  and 
he  said  that  a  very  large  fish  had  also  been  observed 
Within  the  past  few  days  at  Sunbury  Weir.  After 
*^®  required  to  catch  such  fish,  Mr 
Wheeldon  referred  to  the  big  trout  that  had  already 
been  caught  with  rod  and  line  in  the  Thames  He 
mentioned  one  fish  of  171b.  Soz.  which  was  taken  by 
Rush,  of  Reading,  in  the  Thames  at  the  debouchure 
of  the  I^ver  Kennet,  and  a  Mr.  Faulkner  had  killed 
another  fish  of  151b  lOoz.  at  Jloulsey  Weir,  within 
forty  minutes  ride  of  the  metropolis.  He  (Mr  Wheel- 
don)  had  himself  taken  trout  from  the  Thames  of  111b. 
lOJoz.,  121b.,  and  131b.  4oz.  (Applause.)  The  speaker 
then  referred  to  the  proper  tackle  for  trout  fishing  and 
also  to  the  various  styles  of  fishing,  and  in  describing 
the  TroiRa  Thamasis  on  the  feed,  said,  if  they  were 
fishing  near  a  fish  so  engaged,  “  pull  the  bait,  nay  drag 
it,  through  the  water  as  quickly  as  you  can,  and  it  is  a 
million  to  one  that  he  will  take  it.”  (Loud  applause.) 
The  chairman  proposed,  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews 
seconded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Wheeldon 
for  his  address.  The  chairman  then  in  an  appropriate 
speech  distributed  the  prizes  and  congratulated  the 
winners  on  their  success.  They  were  •  (1)  Mr  C 
Newbury ;  (2)  Mr.  A. R  Matthews;  (3)  Mr.  A.  E. Baldwin’; 

(4)  Mr  R.  Mudd;  (5)  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp;  (6)  Mr.  J 
S®®' w  B-  :  (8)  Mr.  R.  Turnham  ;  (9) 

Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett;  (10)  Mr.  W.  Grace ;  (11)  Mr.  W. 
Chandler.  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett,  although  taking  the 
heaviest  gross  weight  (2941b.  14oz.),  had  been  a  non¬ 
competitor  in  many  of  the  matches.  The  hon.  members 
a^  visitors  winning  prizes  were  Messrs.  C,  Hibble 
(Walworth  Waltonians),  W.  King,  Boorman  (South 
London)  and  Brown  (Brompton).  A  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chamman  closed  the  proceedings.  The  annual 
dinn®r  of  the  club  takes  place  on  Thursday,  June  8,  at 
7  p.m..  Major  Lewis  H.  Isaacs  in  the  chair  •  Mr  W  H 
Brougham  (of  the  T.A.P.S.)  vice-chairman.  ’  ’  ’ 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  iNGLERS. 

gross  weight  results  last  season.  I  have  now  much 

Barb®  J®a’“  ,P®“ftomn&  that  the  members  of  the  Golden 
Barbel  Angling  Society’s  record  for  that  period  givL 
the  total  weigh-in  as  15991b.  5ioz.,  and  it  will  be  eJen 

N.W  Albion,.  jnS-r 

*#* 

freshened  up  the  Thames  a 

Tnifo  HhI®'®  ^^®  ®°®’’®®  ft  inaugurated 

ifl  f  near  now)  we  want  a  flood  to  carry  off 

a  1  th®  surface  rabbish,  a  nice  description  of  whmh  I 
notice  was  given  last  week  by  Mr.  Bambridge  of  Eton 
I  seems  incredible  where  111  the  filth  cfmes  f^om 
but  I  strongly  sus-pect  the  house-boats  and  rowing 

T^e  ’^ft^  of  affairs^ 

The  fish  are  badly  in  want  of  some  purer  water  and  I 
sincerely  trust  we  shall  get  a  “push  ’’  belong  as 
numbers  of  sickly  ones  have  been  seen  about,  and  some 
have  been  picked  up  suffering  from  the  attack  of  that 
hideous-looking  insect  which  tenaciously  clings  to  their 
head  and  shoulders  and  worries  them  to  death.'  The 
barbel  are  specially  marked  down  by  this  pest  and 
every  summer  it  is  quite  a  sight  to  iatch  these  fish 
eaping  f®®t  into  the  air  and  falling  with  a  sound  smack 
on  to  the  water  in  order  to  rid  themselves  of  it 

*** 

Some  of  the  trout  streams  in  Wales  have  it  is 

dro!!^1it^®^”  completely  dried  up  as  a  result  of  the  gre-g 
°  ■ 

p®'’®  ^®'^®  found  their  way  into 

Georg®  Kosewell’s  punt  at  Shepperton.  The  brace 
weighed  71b.  Mr.  Holland  took  the  fish, 

*#* 

ftonf  “fffers  seem  to  have  been  verv 
lucky  this  season.  With  others  the  case  has  been  the 

T^^ame^s'  t  ^  K  Wheeldon,  an  “old  hand”  in 

Thames  ti outing,  has  been  out  twenty-one  times  this 
season,  and  actually  not  taken  a  single  trout  He  has 
only  run  one  fish. 


*** 


A  SALE  of  fishing  tackle  is  announced  to  be  held  on 
Tuesday  next  at  Mr.  Steven’s  Great  Rooms,  King-street 
Covent  Garden.  It  begins  at  12  30  -  ”^'ngr  street, 

Bart  IS  a  charming  spot,  with  its  flowers 
■walks,  and  ornamental  lake.  Wood 
pigeons  may  be  seen  there,  and  in  the  evening  the 
thrush  sings  merrily  in  a  dozen  different  trees.  At  the 
^f'®  ®ft®'^ft'^a®ks  hold  possession  of  the 
^ke  as  the  frost  last  winter  killed  the  carp  and  tench 
By  th®  way,  when  is  the  County  Council  going  to  allow 
the  anglers  to  have  a  day  in  some  of  its  waters,  where 
there  is  a  good  stock  of  fish  ?  wuere 

A  DEAD  roach  I  saw  on  Monday  in  the  Surrey  Canal 
must  have  weighed  quite  21b.  ^  '-anai 

There  is  something  particularly  sad  to  ant^lers  in 
connection  with  the  death  of  the  Rev.  F.  R.  GibbLs 
About  a  fortnight  ago,  the  deceased,  who  was  assisting 

hsH  ^1“^“®’  Bleetwood,  went  fishing  and 

had  the  misfortune  to  run  a  hook  into  his  finger  Blood 
poisoning  set  in,  and  despite  medical  assistance,  the  rev 
gentleman  succumbed  to  the  injury  on  Monday. 

*  *  * 

No\v  trout  fishing  is  all  the  go  up  the  Thames  it  mav 
be  nit®resting  to  give  the  weights  of  a  few  raon“ttr 
trout  which  hav®  been  caught  in  years  gone  by.  In  Jul! 
18/9,  the  ^e  5Ir.  J.  Forbes  took  one  of  141b  fli^oz  at 
Chertsey  Weir ;  “  Rush,’’  of  Reading,  had  ^e’  nC’the 
mouth  of  the  Kennet  going  171b.  Soz. ;  Moulsey  Weir 
has  yielded  a  third  fish  of  151b.  lOoz.,  and  Mr.  Wheeldon 
once  caught  a  trout  in  the  Thames  scaling  131b.  4oz  Of 
cours®  other  giants  have  been  taken,  but  the  above  little 
list  IS  quite  large  enough  to  fire  present  day  an<>-ler! 
with  a  desire  to  go  and  do  likewise  n„iers 

That  being  the  case,  I  can  put  them  on  to  two  regular 
whoppms.  At  Sunbury  Weir  is  a  fish,  the  weight  of 
which  IS  varioixsly  given  as  111b.,  121b.,  and  151b  In 
the  Kingston  district  there  should  be  a  201b.  fish  Tf 
was  placed  in  the  Towns  End  Hole  in  the  Jubilee  Year 
and  ^^eighed  17ib.,  and  the  local  anglers  called  it  the 
Jubilee  Plunger.  This  fish,  which  was  caught  in  a 
flounder  net  at  Strand-on-the-Green,  has  never  been  taken 
line,  and  ought  to  be  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  Kingston  now 

*** 

dinners  are  just  now  much  in  evidence  at 
the  clubs.  One  of  these  pleasant  functions  took  place 

an  *^®  Kftckfriars  Angling  Club 

toe  Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street,  when  Mr.  t' 
Crumplen  was  in  the  chair.  During  toe  evening  the 
usual  speeches  were  made,  and  a  number  of  prizes  were 
distributed,  whilst  a  good  list  was  promised  for  the 
ensuing  season.  Mr.  Wade  (of  the  Central),  Mr.  G  H 
Howard  (of  the  FtshiMjr  Gazette),  Mr.  F.  J.  Bursill  (who 
deliv®r^  the  int®resting  dissolving  view  lecture  at  the 
club),  Mr.  Willson  (host),  and  Mr.  Armstrong  (of  the 
Anglers  Association)  were  amongst  the  company  which 
was  a  large  and  a  merry  one.  The  club,  I  am  told 
numbers  forty  good,  sound,  paying  members,  and  I  wish 
it  success. 


I  HOPE  the  General  Post  Office  Angling  Society  still 
flourishes.  If  so,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the 
secretary  anent  their  doings. 

*  *  * 

The  Junior  Fly-fishers  have  issued  the  following 
circular  through  Mr.  Close,  secretary ;  ‘The  Annual 
General  Meeting  of  the  above  society  will  be  held  at 
the  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch,  E.C.,  on  Thursday, 
June  1,  1893,  at  8.30  p.m.  Business :  The  accounts 
will  be  submitted.  Notice  of  motion  given  by  Mr. 
Goodwin.  That  the  annual  subscription  be  increased 
as  follows:  1.  To  full  or  working  members  of  any 
angling  society.  5s.  2.  To  honorary  membep  of  (and 
paying  lOs.  and  upwards  to)  any  angling  society,  10s.  Od. 

3.  To  those  who  are  not  members  of  (or,  having  been 
members,  have  withdrawn  or  resigned  their  membership 
from)  any  angling  society,  or  as  honorary  members  oi 
any  angling  society,  and  paying  less  than  10s.  sub^rip- 
tion  to  such  society,  15s.  And,  in  addition  to  the  above, 
any  gentleman  nominated  after  the  Annual  General 
Meeting  to  pay  an  entrance  fee  of  53.  By  above  you 
will  observe  it  is  intended  to  increase  the  subscriptions 
of  present  members,  and  should  you  be  unable  to  attend, 
I  shall  thank  you  to  favour  me  with  your  opinions.  We 
have  now  100  elected  members,  and  require  more 
waters.” 

I  SPENT  a  very  pleasant  evening  with  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorials  on  Thursday  night,  when  the  prizes  won  by 
the  members  during  the  past  season  were  distributed  at 
a  smoker  by  Mr.  W-  F.  Grimmett,  the  chairman.  Many 
of  the  prizes  were  displayed  on  the  table  ;  they  inciudea 
a  barometer,  tantalus,  tea-service,  roach  pole,  books  on 
fishing,  and  two  silver  cups  of  the  respective  value  ot 
^5  5s.  and  .£15  15s.  Sundry  other  prizes,  a  book-case  (a 
fine  prize  for  an  angler),  coals,  flour  (to  make  j^ste 
with!),  cases  of  cham.,  brandy,  and  whiskey,  had  been 
sent  on  to  the  winning  members’  houses.  'The  I^w 
Albions  had  had  a  good  prize-list,  it  was  evident,  but 
they  are  looking  for  a  better  one  next  season.  May  they 
obtain  it,  for  the  members  are  good  sportsmen,  ever 
ready  to  assist  the  work  of  preservation,  and  in  com¬ 
peting  for  the  place  of  honour  weigh  in  fish  of  a  sub¬ 
stantial  measurement — roach  8in.,  barbel  16in.,  perch 
lOin.,  and  jack  24in.  Goosequill. 


ISrOTIOE. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  Bntish, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W .C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

Applications  fob  Patents. 

7759.  Fred.  Waite  and  John  Thomas  Chippindale,  of 
32,  Mount  Pisgah,  Otley,  Yorks.,  for  self- 
striking  rod  rest  for  use  in  bottom  fishing. 

9235.  David  Inglis  Urquhart,  of  Glasgow,  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  or  connected  with  fishing  tackle. 

Patents  Published. 

8348.  Charles  Frederick  Milward,  of  Washford  Mills, 
Redditch,  Worcester,  and  George  Edward 
Reading,  of  13,  Herbert-street,  Redditch,  for 
new  or  improved  machinery  to  be  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  fish-hooks. 

8582.  William  Gunn,  of  Granton  Harbour,  near 
Edinburgh,  Midlothian,  for  improvements  in 
and  relating  to  trawl-beams  and  trawl-heads 
used  in  net  fishing. 


We  beg  to  announce  that  “Angling  and  Club 
Gossip”  is  now  incorporated  with  the  “Fishing 
Gazette,”  and  it  is  intended  to  devote  more  space  in 
our  columns  to  matters  likely  to  be  of  interest  to 
club  and  coarse  fish  anglers.  With  this  object 
in  view,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  (late  Editor  of 
“Angling”)  has  been  placed  upon  the  staff  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.” 


At  Mr.  Mendoza’s  Gallery. —  Mr.  Mendoza’s 
gallery,  in  King-street,  St.  James’,  which  we  visited 
last  Saturday,  contains  twenty  four  sporting  pictures 
of  various  sorts.  The  invitation  card,  on  the  outside 
of  which  is  an  illustration,  more  than  half  of  it 
being  the  representation  of  a  fishing  creel  and  fly 
book,  rather  gave  us  the  idea  that  we  should  be 
gladdened  by  a  sight  of  several  fishing  pictures,  and 
we  were  proportionately  disappointed  to  find  only  one 
in  which  the  anglers’  art  was  depicted.  No.  3.  “  Trout 
Fishing,”  by  Douglas  Adams,  is  really  more  a  landscape 
than  a  fishing  subject.  A  highland  stream,  mountains 
partly  covered  with  mist,  a  stream  running  down 
through  a  quaint  old  three-arched  bridge,  a  man  fast 
into  a  nice  “pound”  fish,  and  the  keeper  just  putting 
the  net  under  him.  It  is  very  well  arranged,  and  makes 
us  feel  as  though  we  would  like  to  be  there  ourselves, 
and  have  a  throw  into  the  swirling  bit  of  stream. 
No.  18.  “  An  Aerial  Poacher,”  by  the  same  hand,  gives 
us  another  landscape  of  mountains  and  mist  and  stream, 
and  in  the  foreground  is  shown  the  poacher,  an  osprey 
who  has  just  captured,  and  is  making  away  with,  a 
small  salmon.  In  the  same  gallery  is  an  old  friend, 
Dendy  Sadler’s  “  Pegged  Down  Fishing  Match,”  which 
many  of  our  readers  will  remember,  it  having  been  re¬ 
produced  in  various  forms.  There  are  several  shooting 
and  hunting  pictures  by  C.  Whymper  and  Heywood 
Hardy,  which  will  give  pleasure  to  the  all-round 
sportsman. 


Holloirai)' s  Pills. — This  cooling  Medicine  has  the  happiest  effect 
when  the  blood  is  overheated  and  a  tendency  to  inflammatory 
action  is  set  up  in  the  system;  one  Pill  taken  shortly  before 
dinner  does  away  with  the  indigestion,  fulness,  and  flatulency — 
indications  of  a  weak  stomach  or  disordered  liver.  A  few  Pills 
taken  at  bedtime  act  as  alteratives  and  aperients ;  they  not  only 
relieve  the  bowels,  but  regulate  every  organ  connected  with  them, 
overcome  all  acrid  humours,  and  encourage  a  free  supply  of  all  the 
secretions  essential  to  our  well-being.  Holloway's  Pills  thoroughly 
cleanse  and  perfectly  regulate  the  circulation,  and  beget  a  feeling 
of  comfort  in  hot  climates  and  high  temperatures,  which  is  most 
desirable  for  preservation  of  health. 


ANGLING  FIXTURES. 


May  28. 

Westminster : 


Outing  to  Horley. 


May  29. 

Globe  :  Fourteenth  annual  dinner. 

City  Piscatorials  ;  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

May  30. 

Mildmay  ;  Special  meeting. 

Good  Intent :  Visit  on  No.  I  Eastern  District  List- 

May  31. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Annual  dinner. 

Burton  Piscatorials  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 
Original  Alexandra  ;  Distribution  of  prizes. 

South  London  :  Special  meeting. 

June  1.  .... 

Golden  Barbel :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 


June 


and 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

4.— Battersea  Friendly ;  Annual  dinner 
outing. 

4.— Second  Surrey  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

4,  — Havelock  ;  Annual  dinner. 

5. — Amicable  Excelsior:  Annual  supper  and  dis¬ 

tribution. 

5.  — North  London  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribu¬ 

tion. 

6.  — Copenhagen  :  Annual  supper. 

6. — St.  John’s  :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 
6. — Wellington  :  Visit  on  S.L.U.V.  List. 

6. — Rodney  ;  Annual  dinner. 

6.  — Havelock  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

7. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Annual  supper  and 

distribution. 

7. — Burton  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

7. — Royal  George:  Annual  dinner  and  distribu¬ 
tion. 

7. — Wellington  :  Quarterly  night. 

8.  — New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

11. — Camden  :  Brake  outing  to  Virginia  Water. 

12.  — Cliftonville  :  Annual  dinner. 

13. — Good  Intent :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

13. — Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 

14.  — Walham  Green  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribu 

tion. 

15.  — Eagle  ;  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

17.  — Royal  George  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

18.  — Phoenix  :  Brake  outing  to  Harefield. 

27.— Grange  :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 


Eepoxts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  request  Secretaries  to  post  their  Reports 
not  later  than  "Wednesday  Night,  addressed  “  Editor, 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,”  and  marked  Club  Report  outside  envelope. 
Post  Card  Reports  preferred,  unless  for  special  meetings. 


NOTTCIE. 

SECRETARIES  OF  CLUBS  who  take  in  The 
Fishing  Gazette  are  reminded  that  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  them  a  nicely  got  up  and  strongly  bound 
Beading  Case  for  same,  gratis  on  receipt  of  a  card 
addressed  to  the  “  Manager,”  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane.  London,  E.C.,  asking 
for  same  to  be  sent.  _ 

Anglers’  Association.— No.  1,  Eastern  District 
■ — The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Good  Intent,  The 
Crown,  Church-street,  Shoreditch,  on  Tuesday  next. 
May  30,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance  from  all 
clubs  on  the  list.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C.— I  beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  £19  Ss.  3d.  first  instalment  from 
the  Fifth  Rye  House  Competition.— R.  Ghubney,  sec 

Albert  Fiscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S.W.— We  have  made  several 
members  since  last  report,  and  are  still  open  to  receive 
more.  We  bave  arranged  for  a  Sea  Fishing  Competi¬ 
tion  to  take  place  on  June  4.  Full  particulars  as  to 
same  to  be  had  at  the  club-house. — W.  H.  Bryant. 

Allason  United  Brothers  AngUng  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill-gate,  W. 
— The  usual  business  was  transacted,  when  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  making  another  w'orking  member.  Mr. 
Blades  and  Mr.  Fuller  were  proposed,  and  will  be  balloted 
for  next  week.  And  I  must  again  remind  absent  mem¬ 


bers  that  we  decide  our  first  match  next  Wednesday, 
and  I  send  off  the  lists  for  A.B.  tickets  and  privileges.— 
B.  Abrahams,  sec.  ^ 

Amicable  Brothers  AngHng  Society. --On 
Wednesday  last  we  had  a  good  muster  of  members 
present.  Mr.  Hutchins  was  duly  elected  secreUry  ot 
the  above  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Potter,  resigning, 
trust  members  will  show  up  on  Wednesd^  next,  as 
there  is  some  special  business  on  band. — W  .  H.  Hotter, 

Berwick  Border  Angling  Club.  —  The  annual 
competition  of  this  club  took  place  on  the  V  hit^der 
on  Tuesday  last.  The  river  was  low  and  dirty.  Atwr 
the  competition  the  members  dined  together  at  tne 
Waterloo  Hotel,  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening.  ^ 
Bostonian  Angling  Society.  —  On  Wednesca 
last  Mr.  Ward,  our  chairman,  exhibited  an  aquarium, 
the  principle  feature  of  which  was  the  throwing  ot  a 
spray  by  the  own  weight  of  water  contained  in  tne 
aquarium  and  the  action  of  compressed  air.  lie 
exhibitor  gave  a  very  interesting  and  scientihc  descrip- 
tion  cf  the  working  of  same;  the  aquarium,  ^cc.,  was 
made  by  him,  and  was  quite  a  specimen  of  art  andsKiu, 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  him  for  his 
kindness  and  trouble.  The  evening  was  ?nhvened  by 
some  excellent  songs  and  recitations  assisted  by  M  . 
Ward  (violoncello),  Mr.  Jenkins  (violi^,  Mr.  Barnby 
(cornet),  and  Mr.  Jackson  (pianist).— J .  H. 

Burton  Piscatorials.— Our  distribution  of  pn^es 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  31st  '*1.® "•  >  j- 

shall  be  pleased  to  receive  all  outstanding  gitts  betore 
that  date.— C.  Roberts,  hon.  sec. 

Clapbam  Junction  Angling  Society  .— Our  nine- 
teenth  annual  dinner  on  Thursday,  18th  inst.,  was  a 
great  success.  We  had  a  very  able  chairman  m  Mr 
Edward  Barber,  who  was  well  seconded  I'y  .Mr.  Robert 
Chapman.  After  the  removal  of  the  cloth  the  balance- 
sheet  was  read  and  confirmed,  which  showed  the  society 
was  in  a  flourishing  condition,  a  good  balance  being 
carried  over  for  the  ensuing  season.  'The 
prizes  then  took  place.  Total  weight  of  fash  weighed 
in  during  the  season  was  o501b.  9jOz.,  bank,  ihe 
principal  winners  were  :-First,  Mr.  R.^  Chapman, 
1301b.  9oz. ;  second,  Mr.  A.  Bonaten,  981b.  bqoz. ;  third, 
Mr.  H.  Moore,  841b.  :  fourth,  Mr.  A.  Turner,  681b.  lOwz^, 
Messrs.  A.  Painter,  F.  F.  Tringhat^  (1.  _T.  Jameson, 
Jno.  Willgoss,  C.  Harris,  E.  Barber,  T.  Trmgham,  and 
W.  Wright  also  taking  prizes.  Afterwards  a  splendid 
start  was  made  with  the  new  prize  list  for  the  ensmng 
season.  A  concert  then  followed,  and  the  following 
members  and  friends  contributed  towards  the  harmony  : 
Messrs.  H.  Parslow  (banjoist).  Porter,  Harris,  Diman, 
T.  Tringham,  Ghafan,  Neal,  Cooper,  &c.  Any  gentle¬ 
man  wishing  to  join  a  good  angling  society  cannot  do 
better  than  apply  at  the  above;  honorary  members,  ^ 
per  annum,  which  includes  angler  s  privilege  ticket. 

G.  T.  Jameson,  sec.  ™  i  u 

Dalmelliugtou  Angling  Club.— The  above  club 
held  their  first  competition  for  the  season  on  Loch  Doon 
on  May  22,  when  twelve  members  competed  trona  six 
boats.  Owing  to  a  dead  calm  and  bad  sport  was 

very  poor.  Heaviest  trout  Ifijoz.,  J.  M-  Cutchen. 
Out  from  Eglinton  Hotel,  D.  Timpany,  Liverpool,  on 
Loch  Doon  on  19th,  had  three  dozen  troiR ;  on  -0th, 
two  dozen  and  nine  trout.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cross,  Glas¬ 
gow,  on  18th,  19th,  and  20th,  ten  dozen  trout ;  on  --nd 
D.  Timpany  and  Mr.  Chrichton,  Manchester,  three 
dozen  and  one  trout,  same  parties  on  -3rd  and  -«n, 
seven  dozen  and  eight  trout.  Mr.  Graham,  Manche^r, 
and  a  few  others  had  excellent  sport  during  the  week.— 
Jas.  Macdonald. 

Earl  afield  Angling  Club. -The  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Wednesday  last  when  several 
important  altf  rations  of  rules  were  adopted.  Members 
are  specially  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  week  to 
consider  and  discuss  other  special  alterations  ot  rules. 
— W.  T.  Bruce,  hon.  sec.  „  .  . 

East  London  Piscatorial  Society.— The  fattfa 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  iirizes  came  off  on 
Thursday,  the  18th  inst.,  at  the  London  Hospital 
Tavern,  Whitechapel- road.  Mr.  W.  R-., Myers,  the 
president  and  founder  of  the  society,  presided,  Mr.  VV. 
Bull  taking  the  place  of  the  vice-president,  Mr.  Chap¬ 
man,  who  was  unavoidably  absent  until  late  in  the 
evening.  Thirty-seven  prizes  were  taken  by  eleven 
members,  Mr.  Wortall,  the  treasurer,  heading  the  list, 
with  one  for  a  specimen  carp,  81b.  3oz.,  and  ten  other 
prizes;  the  other  prizewinners  being  Messrs.  Ewer, 
Woods,  W.  Mead,  Morgan,  H.  Mead,  W.  Bull,  ^5tearn, 
Ockelford,  Fry,  and  Myers.  3591b.  was  the  gross 
weight  of  fish  caught  during  the  season.  The  supper 
provided  by  our  host,  Mr.  Esmond,  though  no 
richerche,  gave  satisfaction.  After  the  toast  ot  the 
evening  the  prizes  were  distributed.  A  list  of  twenty- 
four  prizes  promised  for  the  next  season  was  read— one 
being  a  fly-rod  to  be  given  by  Mr.  Griffin,  a  visitor 
the  Friendly  Anglers.  Harmony,  hoth  in  voice  and 
action,  prevailed  until  the  time  arrived  for  separating, 
“  God  save  the  Queen  ”  finished  a  pleasant  evening. 
Wm.  H.  Myers,  Piei.  and  Sec. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— The  usua’  weekly 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Forest  Gate  Hotel  on  vVednes- 
day  last,  when  five  new  members  were  elected.  A  letwr 
from  Mr.  George  Candy,  Q.C.,  was  read,  accepting  the 
presidency  of  the  society,  and  he  was  duly  elected  tne 
first  president,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  , 

him.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  during  tne 
Whitsuntide  holidays,  and  they  all  report  the  fish  to  oe 
in  excellent  condition,  and  we  anticipate  a 
weighing-in  on  the  opening  day,  for  which  our  members 
are  now  preparing.  Members  of  the  committee  wiu 
please  attend  at  eight  sharp  on  Wednesday  next. 
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Members  are  requested  to  note  that  subscriptions  are 
now  due,  and  also  subscriptions  to  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Association.  Gentlemen  desirous  of  joining 
good  angling  society  should  communicate  with 
”•  J-  Talbot,  G,  Ismalia-road,  Forest  Gate. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Enssell,  Isledon- 
r^d,  Is  .—The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  club  takes 
place  on  Monday  next.  May  29,  when  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  members  and  friends.  A  concert  will 
follow  the  supper,  to  which  anglers  and  friends  are 
cordially  invited. — A.  Payne,  sec. 

<^od  Intent  Angling  Society.— The  next  return 
visit  of  No.  1,  Eastern  District,  will  take  place  at  our 
club-house  on  Tuesday,  May  30,  Mr.  F.  Grey  chairman, 
Mr.  Parker  vice-chairman,  when  we  hope  to  have  a 
good  muster  of  representative.-"  of  brother  anglers.  Our 
yearly  prizes  will  be  distributed  on  June  13 —E 
Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society.— The  ordinary  fort¬ 
nightly  meeting  was  held  on  the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  George 
Gibbons  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  eleventh 
annual  meeting’  having  been  certified  as  correct,  Mr 
Naylor,  who  was  nominated  as  an  active  member  at  the 
last  meeting,  was  ballotted  for  and  unanimously  elected. 
1^1*®  business  on  the  agenda  was  the  annual  outing 
^d  dinner.  This  matter  was  discussed,  and  eventually 
rt  was  agreed  to  go  to  Wateringbury  on  the  27th  prox. 
Further  particulars  will  be  duly  announced.  It  was 
decided  to  open  the  Anarlers’  Benevolent  Box  on  June  1. 
Brother  anglers  will  be  welcome.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  having  been  given  to  the  chairman  for  presiding, 
the  meeting  resolved  itself  into  harmony.  Several 
songs  were  sung,  and  Mr.  Sherard  Gibbons  recited  in  a 
most  amusing  manner  “  My  Story.” 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday  week,  with  Mr.  T.  W.  White  in 
^e  chair.  The  following  members  were  elected  as  an 
Entertainment  Committee  to  prepare  and  carry  out  a 
programme  for  the  second  half  of  the  current  year,  viz. 
Messrs.  Allen,  Hesse,  Clements,  Parker,  Norman' 
Dippie,  Close,  Bartlett,  and  Young.  Mr.  Fosbrooke  and 
a  party  had  fished  from  the  Lugger  off  Southend  last 
Saturday,  and  taken  between  seventy  and  eiehty  good 
flounders.  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Bartlett  had  taken  some 
small  trout  in  Dorsetshire.  Mr.  Close  had  taken  some 
dace  at  Hereford,  and  Mr.  Goodwin  some  good  trout 
from  Farningham.  Dr.  Brunton  read  a  very  instructive 
paper  on  Why  are  some  baits,  natural  and  artificial, 
occasionally  found  to  be  played  out!”  and  a  discussion 
ensued,  in  which  several  theories  were  suggested.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  afterwards  accorded  Dr. 
Brunton. — James  Taylee,  sec. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent;  Mowlem- 
street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath.  —  Our  sixth 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  June  4th,  at 
the  Five  Horse  Shoes,  Hoddesdon,  when  we  hope  to 
have  a  good  time  of  it.  All  those  who  are  going  will 
please  send  in  their  names  to  the  secretary  on  'Tuesday 
evening.  May  30th.  Our  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  at  the  club  house  on  Tuesday,  June  6th.  Those 
members  who  have  not  yet  given  in  their  firizes  will 
oblige  by  doing  so  at  once. — W.  Young,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society.— A  well  attended 
meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  on  the  18th  inst., 
to  elect  a  new  secretary.  Mr.  G.  H.  Eutherford 
accepted  the  vacant  post,  so  that  all  future  communica¬ 
tions  must  be  addressed  to  him  at  the  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway-road.  On  the  24tb  our  new 
secretary,  assisted  by  Messrs.  Wyner  arid  Shaw, 
removed  our  fine  collection  of  fish  (about  forty  cases 
altogether)  to  our  new  club  room,  where  the  first  meet- 
ing  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  31st  inst.  Alt 
members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend.— 
T.  A.  Shaw,  sec.  pro.  tern. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eed 
Lion,  Portland-atreet,  Soho. — -On  Wednesday  last  we 
had  our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  Mr. 
IV  .  Wilson  in  the  chair.  The  principal  winners  were 
Messrs.  G.  Bigsby,  A.  Pope,  F.  Pain,  W.  Davies,  A. 
Pam,  W.  Nicholls,  W.  Wilson,  and  F.  Pocock.— A.  W 
Pain,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  distribution 
of  annual  and  special  prizes  took  place  on  Wednesday 
evening  last  the  24th  inst.  Mr.  T.  Goodwins' occupied 
the  chair.  There  was  a  good  assembly  of  members  and 
friends,  and  the  prizes  were  numerous.  The  chairman 
heartily  congratulated  each  recipient  on  his  success. 
The  ceremony  of  the  presentation  having  beeri  finished, 
the  secretary  read  a  list  of  prizes  given  to  dommeiice 
the  season,  amounting  to  “Twenty-eight  guineas.” 
The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  musical 
recreation.  The  usual  votes  of  thanks  were '  accorded 
to  the  chairman,  vice-chairman,  and  pianist,  which 
brought  to  an  end  one  of  the  most  successful  years  the 
society  has  ever  experienced. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Fortobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  on  Thursday  last.  May  18,  when  forty 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  substantial  repast. 
After  dinner  the  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  the 
principal  winners  being  the  Brothers  Challen,  Messrs. 
Bence,  Ouree,  Moody,  Bigsby,  Sadgrove,  Duke, 
Mathews,  Eobinson,  and  Ide.  Prizes  were  announced 
for  the  ensuing  season  to  the  value  of  .£13.  I  desire  to 
cordially  thank  those  members  of  other  clubs  who 
attended  and  contributed  to  the  harmony  alnd  prize 
list,  &c.  Will  members  please  attend  and  order  their 
Benevolent  and  privilege  tickets  as  soon  as  possible. — 
A.  Ide,  sec. 

Junior  Fiyfishers,  70,  Houndsditch.— Mr.  H. 
Eoach  presided  at  the  weekly  meeting  on  Thursday. 
Correspondence  was  read,  and  details  decided  upon.  It  { 
was  decided  to  hold  our  next  outing  at  Hertford,  on  the  ^ 


28th  inst.  Members  who  require  dinner  must  arrange 
with  the  host  at  the  Station  Hotel.  Nine  o’clock  train 
from  Liverpool-street.  The  holiday’s  experiences  were 
given  by  the  members,  and  were  very  varied  as  well  as 
amusing,  and  proved  beyond  doubt  that  the  Juniors 
were  travellers  as  well  as  fishers,  and  had  been  in  all 
directions— north,  south,  east,  and  west.  The  May-fly 
was  reported  as  fairly  well  up  all  round.  All  members 
reported  favourably,  many  fine  chub  and  dace,  some  of 
them  specimens,  being  taken  and  returned,  and  we 
only  trust,  when  the  coarse  fish  season  opens,  to  show 
some  of  these  fine  fish.  Trout  had  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Good  and  Mr.  Eoach,  in  Kent ;  Mr.  West,  at  Hertford  ; 
Mr.  Bone,  in  Berkshire.  Largest,  3ilb.  The  usual 
toast  closed  a  moat  pleasant  evening. — Hon.  Sec. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N.— On  May  17  the  secretary  laid  the 
balance-sheet  before  the  members,  which,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  leaves  us  (after  paying  for  the  annual  supper  and 
the  club  prizes),  with  a  balance  of  ^10  at  the  bank, 
besides  money  in  the  treasurer’s  hands.  The  annuai 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Monday, 
June  .5,  supper  on  table  at  8  o’clock  sharp.  Tickets 
2s.  6i.  each.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  an  angling 
club  in  a  good,  sound  financial  position  can  obtain  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  secretary  any  Wednesday  or  Sunday 
evening,  between  the  hours  of  9  and  11  o’clock.— H. 
Stretch,  hon.  sec. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Maple-street,  Bethnal  Green-road.— A  smoking 
concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  fund  will  take 
place  at  the  above  on  Monday,  June  5;  Mr.  Franklin 
will  preside  at  the  harmonium,  assisted  by  the  best 
available  talent.  Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday  next,  May  31,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  all  our  special  prizes  have  been  won  this 
season,  but  a  few  of  our  annual  prizes  are  left  on  hand. 
Our  members  have  weighed  in  upwards  of  7001b.  of  fish, 
contributed  by  Mr.  H.  Poore,  with  2101b.  ;  Mr.  B. 
Preston,  1971b.  :  Mr.  J.  Slade,  1371b. ;  E.  Brockett,  651b. 
roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Blackledge,  sen.,  461b.,  and  other  smaller 
takes.  Members  and  friends  who  have  not  forwarded 
their  prizes,  please  be  in  time.  The  prizes  amount  to 
about  ,£30  in  value  and  money.  Friends  cordially 
invited. — E.  Brockett,  sec. 

Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation  Society, 
Three  Cups  Hotel.— Mr.  C.  Herbert,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
above  society,  took  a  nice  specimen  of  Thames  trout 
at  Medley  Weir  on  Thursday  last,  weighing  61b.  2oz., 
length  24in.,  girth  14|in.  It  has  been  sent  to  Cooper 
and  Sons,  Eadnor-street,  St.  Luke’s,  for  preservation. 
It  being  the  best  trout  caught  in  the  Oxford  waters  for 
years. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Eather  a  poor  muster  on  Tuesday,  no 
doubt  owing  to  the  holidays.  An  animated  discussion 
took  place  in  reference  to  the  issue  of  ladies’  privilege 
tickets,  which  found  many  supporters.  Two  delegates 
were  elected  to  represent  us  at  the  Clerkenwell  district 
meeting  on  Thursday.  Several  new  prizes  were  added 
to  our  list  for  the  ensuing  season,  now  amounting  to 
ifil9  lOs.  6d.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  and 
bring  up  their  old  tickets,  and  make  up  their  minds 
which  association  they  will  have  their  new  tickets  from. 
— H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  assist,  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  169,  Kingslake-street,  Old  Kent-road. — We 
had  a  good  muster  on  Wednesday,  and  a  lot  of  business 
was  gone  through.  Our  audit  took  place  on  Friday  last, 
the  19th  inst.  Mr.  F.  Lamberton  and  Mr.  G.  Shannon 
were  the  auditors.  I  am  very  pleased  to  say  it  came  out 
very  satisfactory.  I  hope  members  and  friends  will  not 
forget  that  our  eleventh  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the 
above  address  on  June  6,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster. — F.  T.  Lamberton,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — At  a  general  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last  we  confirmed  the  new  rules,  and  old 
members  will  be  presented  with  a  copy  in  return  for 
their  old  copy.  I  am  pleased  to  say  we  had  a  very  fair 
muster.  Next  Wednesday  will  be  quarterly  night,  and 
all  subscriptions  become  due  then.  Our  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  is  fixed  for  Wednesday,  June 
7,  the  tickets  for  which  are  3s.  each.  I  should  be  pleased 
to  receive  the  name  of  any  member  who  intends  being 
present  as  soon  as  possible. — W.  E.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

South  Loudon  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon, 235,  Camberwell-road,  S.E. — The  committee  will 
meet  on  Tuesday  next  at  8.30  o’clock  to  arrange  the  new 
prize-liit.  The  meeting  on  Wednesday  next  will  be 
special,  to. consider  a  proposal  to  extend  our  season  to 
March  31  for  Lee  and  Stort  fish. — J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — The  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  the  18th,  when 
nearly  forty  sat  down.  Host  Pocock  catered  for  us  in 
his  usual  excellent  style.  Mr.  H.  Mockridge  occupied 
the  chair,  Mr.  Comley  vice.  The  usual  toasts  were 
honoured,  interspersed  with  harmonious  selections  con¬ 
tributed  by  members  and  visitors.  A  long  list  of  prizes 
were  distributed,  Messrs.  Horwood  and  Lewis  being  the 
principal  recipients.  The  entertainment  concluded  with 
“  Auld  Lang  Syne,”  all  present  having  thoroughly 
enjoyed  themseh  es.— H.  Ee.aves,  sec. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  No.  104,  King’s- 
road,  Brighton.  A  good  gathering  of  members  showed 
up  to  hear  the  secretary  (Sir.  Wm.  F.  Booth]  deliver  his 
paper  entitled  “  Carp  and  Tench  Fishing.”  This  paper 
was  terse  and  chatty,  one  of  the  most  interesting 
features  being  the  tackle  shown,  which  was  of  a  very 
finished  character.  Mr.  Booth  replied  to  many  ques¬ 
tions  asked  upon  the  subject  of  his  paper,  and  entered 
into  several  interesting  anecdotes — one  in  particular 


descriptive  of  “  An  all-night  (carp)  sitting  ”  being  par¬ 
ticularly  interesting.— Philip  E.  Tickle  (Librarian). 

Waggoners  Angling  Society. — We  had  a  fai 
meeting  on  the  23rd,  Mr.  Philips  in  the  chair,  faced  by 
Mr.  Howson.  The  prize-list  was  started  by  our  worthy 
chairman,  and  was  very  ably  responded  to  by  all  those 
who  were  present.  We  still  have  a  few  more  vacancies 
should  any  gentleman  wish  to  join  us.  Honorary 
members  Ss.  per  annum,  including  privilege  ticket. 
Apply  on  any  Tuesday  evening.  Eules  to  be  seen  at 
the  bar. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  S.W. — 1  would  remind 
members  that  the  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  June  14  next,  when 
1  hope  to  see  all  members  present. — E.  Sutehall,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.  There  will  be  no  meeting 
on  Wednesday  next.  The  following  Wednesday  is 
quarterly  night,  and  I  hope  every  member  will  attend, 
as  important  business  has  to  be  transacted.  The  next 
visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  list  will  be  received  by  us  on 
Tuesday,  June  6th,  and  anglers  are  cordially  invited. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-street,  Westminster. — We  had  a  very  good 
attendance  at  our  usual  meeting  last  Tuesday  evening. 
Mr.  Wheeler  occupied  the  chair.  During  the  evening 
some  important  business  was  transacted.  Mr.  Morris 
was  elected  a  member.  Mr.  McCormack  will  give  a  fly- 
rod  winch  and  line  for  the  largest  dace  weighed  in 
during  the  coming  season.  He  will  also  give  a  cane 
punt  rod  for  the  largest  dace  over  half  a  pound,  from 
punt  only,  weighed  in  during  the  season.  Our  annual 
outing  will  take  place  at  the  Six  Bells,  Horley,  on  the 
28th  inst.,  all  members  to  catch  the  8.45  train  from 
Victoria.  Votes  of  thanks  brought  a  pleasant  evening 
to  a  elose.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  a  respectable 
angling  society  cannot  do  better  than  apply  to  the 
secretary. — Geo.  Barrett. 

Yetholm  Angling  Club.— The  annual  competition 
in  connection  with  this  club  was  held  on  Wednesday 
last.  Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water,  and  the 
brightness  of  the  weather,  trout  were  very  bad  to  catch. 
The  heaviest  basket  was  taken  out  of  the  College  water, 
and  the  second  from  Kelsocleuch  Burn.  Most  of  the 
fishers  this  year  went  up  the  water,  the  portion  below 
Yetholm,  belonging  to  Mr.  Selby,  being  open  to  fly- 
fishers  only.  The  usual  dinner  was  held  in  the  Swan 
Inn  after  the  weighing,  and  the  prizes  were  subsequently 
handed  to  the  successful  competitors. 


Wholesale  Destruction  of  Migratory  Fish. — 
A  moat  singular  and  wholesale  destruction  of  migratory 
fish  has  just  been  brought  to  light  in  one  of  the  South  of 
Scotland  rivers.  A  few  years  ago  a  creamery  was 
erected  on  the  banka  of  the  Eiver  Tarff,  which  flows  into 
the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  at  Twynholm,  near  Kirk 
cudbright.  Prior  to  the  erection  of  the  Valleyfield 
Creamery,  and  when  this  stream  was  open  to  the  public, 
it  was  stocked  with  splendid  trout,  but  since  the  manu¬ 
factory  was  established,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
stream  brought  about,  such  a  thing  as  a  trout  between 
the  creamery  and  the  Solway  is  unknown.  It  is  alleged 
that  sea-trout  and  salmon  are  lying  along  its  banks  in 
hundreds,  and  the  bed  of  the  stream  is,  at  places,  more 
like  a  sewage  drain  than  anything  else.  In  fine  weather- 
when  the  stream  is  low  for  a  week  or  two,  the  slimy 
stuff  at  the  bottom  of  the  river  gives  off  an  offensive 
odour,  which  pervades  the  atmosphere  of  one  of  the 
prettiest  vales  in  the  South  of  Scotland.  The  more 
closely  this  fine  spawning  tributary  of  the  Dee  is  ex¬ 
amined  the  more  apparent  becomes  the  extent  of  the 
damage  it  has  sustained  through  the  introduction  of 
some  poisonous  ingredient  into  its  channels.  Its  water, 
during  the  dry  season,  assumes  a  greenish  tint,  the 
result  of  large  quantities  of  foreign  matter,  either  vege¬ 
table  or  mineral,  finding  its  way  into  the  river.  The 
victims  of  the  recent  wholesale  pollution  have  been 
partly  removed,  but  there  are  still  a  number  of  large 
fish  lying  on  the  shallows  and  on  the  banks  in  a  state  of 
putrefaction,  which  must  be  injurious  to  the  public 
health  of  the  district.  As  the  destruction  of  salmon 
smolts  has  been  enormous,  the  fishings  in  the  Eiver  Dee 
must  consequently  suffer  severely.  A  similar  occurrence 
took  place  last  year,  indeed,  for  two  or  three  years  past, 
those  who  have  been  watching  the  stream  were  aware 
that  there  was  something  very  far  wrong,  owing  to  the 
marked  absence  of  the  great  shoals  of  salmon  parr  and 
large  numbers  of  yellow  trout  that  used  formerly  to 
crowd  the  stream.  The  floods  of  former  years  generally 
counteracted  the  effect  of  any  objectionable  matter  that 
flowed  into  the  river,  and  also  washed  away  the  dead 
fish.  But  the  past  two  spring  seasons  have  been  so  dry 
as  to  effectually  prevent  any  concealment  of  the  real 
state  of  matters  that  existed  between  the  entrance  of 
the  Twynholm  water  and  the  Dee.  The  outcry  from 
anglers  and  others  has  been  so  great  that  the  attention 
of  the  Fishery  Board  has  been  drawn  to  the  matter.  The 
board  met  at  Kirkcudbright  last  week  to  investigate 
the  alleged  pollution.  The  Hon.  W.  J.  Hewitt  presided, 
and,  though  the  meeeting  was  private,  it  is  understood 
that  the  cause  of  the  fish  dying  has  been  attributed  to 
the  discharge  from  the  Valleyfield  Creamery.  The  clerk 
to  the  Fishery  Board  said  that  he,  along  with  the 
sanitary  inspector,  visited  the  creamery  works  and 
examined  the  tanks  which  discharged  into  the  river. 
The  company  had  intimated  their  willingness  to  adopt 
any  measure  whereby  the  discharge  from  the  tanks  could 
be  rendered  inoccuous.  The  Fishery  Board  appointed  a 
committee  to  meet  the  Creamery  Company,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  devise  soma  means  to  prevent  poisonous 
mitter  getting  into  the  river. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazbtte,  St.  Dwnstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

r30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^5.5  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  \75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add-stS  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add<80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

I  smith.  /  ham. 

'-50  „  ,,  Barnes.  '-85  „  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Watee  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  May  27  . 

Morning. 

Evening. 
.  0.  2 

Sunday,  ,,  28  . 

.  0.25  . 

.  0.44 

Monday,  „  29  . 

.  1.  3  . 

.  1.23 

Tuesday,  ,,  30  . 

.  1.42  . 

.  2.  0 

Wednesday,  ,,  .31  . 

.  2.17  . 

.  2.33 

Thursday,  June  1  . 

.  2.49  . 

.  3.  6 

Friday,  „  2  . 

.  3.23  . 

.  3.41 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Iiower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The 
holiday  season,  as  a  rule,  puts  a  stoppage  to  angling, 
as  the  river  is  so  fully  occupied  with  the  pleasure  traffic 
in  boats,  and  there  has  seldom  been  a  Whitsuntide  with 
more  glorious  and  delightful  weather  than  this  last  one, 
nor  the  river  more  largely  frequented  with  the  rowing 
population.  There  is  also  the  necessary  absence  of 
anglers  who  have  been  away  holiday  seeking  far  away  from 
the  grand  old  river  of  Thames,  and  trout  catching  has 
been  out  of  the  question.  I  regret  to  learn  of  the  fatal 
accident  to  an  assistant  lock-keeper  at  Teddington.  It 
appears,  in  crossing  over  the  gates  on  Saturday 
evening,  he  was  under  the  impression  that  both  gates 
were  closed,  but,  as  it  turned  out,  the  second  was 
not,  and  he  fell  into  the  water  and  was  drowned.  He  was 
only  engaged  for  the  summer  season.  I  was  very  much 
pleased  with  the  result  of  the  collecting  box  in  possession 
of  the  Prince  Regent  Angling  Club,  which  is  located  at 
the  Prince  Regent,  Globe-road,  Mile  End,  and  it  is  only 
a  small  club.  The  honorary  secretary  writes:  “I  have 
great  pleasure  in  sending  yon  a  cheque  for  .£1  123.  (id. 
for  the  Thames  Preservation,  and,  although  we  are  only 
avery  small  club,  I  hope  to  send  you  a  larger  amount 
next  year.”  As  it  has  come  too  late  to  include  in  the 
accounts  for  the  financial  year,  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  giving  publicity  to  it.  Our  energetic  honorary  keeper, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  of  Chertsey,  writes :  “\Ve  have 
had  a  magnificent  rain,  and  no  doubt  the  capture  of 
several  more  trout  will  he  recorded.  Thousands  of 
barbel,  dace,  &c.,  are  on  the  scours  in  the  weir.  The 
spawning  season  has  been  most  successful,  and  no  doubt 
it  must  show  good  results.”  The  trout  anglers  have 
only  a  short  month  before  them,  and  with  the  change  in 
the  weather  should  be  up  and  doing,  as  they  can  now  get 
out  in  the  open  and  give  a  little  turn  to  the  fishermen 
who  have  been  complaining  of  having  nothing  to  do. — 
B. 

Upper  Thames. — Since  the  rains  which  fell  so 
heavily  and  generally  up  the  Thames  Valley  during  the 
past  week,  the  river  has  gained  considerably  in  volume 
without  any  appreciable  colour,  and  is  decidedly,  as  I 
write,  in  excellent  trouting  condition.  The  crowd  of 
boats  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames  during  the 
Whitsun  holidays  precluded  any  chance  of  successes 
with  such  shy  fish  as  trout,  and  the  water  will  certainly 
re(iuire  some  quietude  before  I  am  enabled  to  report 
such  a  bouquet  of  grand  trout  as  in  my  last  note.  On 
'Thursday  Mr.  R.  Jackson,  in  the  Hurley  waters, landed 
a  fish  of  TJlb.,  which  subsequently  was  sent  up  for  my 
inspection,  and  I  can  only  say  “it  was  a  love  I” 
Weather  settled  fine  with  gentle  breeze  from  the  S.W. 
— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet). — The  water  is  in  first  rate 
order,  just  the  thing  for  bottom  fishers,  and,  no  doubt 
everyone  is  waiting  to  go  for  the  barbel,  Ac.  Trout 
fishers  are  very  scarce,  one  of  my  patrons  has  had  a  small 
fish.  Since  I  wrote  last  I  missed  another,  a  rattling  good 
fish,  but  I  hope  to  see  him  in  the  punt  before  this  is  in 
print.  Another  gentleman  hooked  a  fine  fish,  the  line 
fouled,  and  he  was  lost.  Bad  fishing  some  will  remark, 
but  in  my  opinion  it  is  better  to  get  a  run  or  two,  than 
go  out  and  never  see  one. — G.  LuiIsden. 

Thames  (Shepperton). — Mr.  Holland,  of  the 
Friendly  Anglers,  who,  I  am  glad  to  learn,  has  been  on 
the  war  path  again  after  his  long  illness,  and  fishing 
with  George  Rosewell,  has  taken  a  brace  of  trout  weigh¬ 
ing  71b. 

Thames  (Sunbnry). — A  gentleman  fishing  in  one 
of  the  punts  of  Messrs.  Edward  Clarke  and  Sons  hooked 
a  large  trout  estimated  from  101b.  to  121b.,  and,  after 
playing  it  for  nearly  an  hour,  lost  it. 

Thames  (Windsor). — Though  several  heavy  trout 
have  been  seen  feeding,  not^ly  in  Windsor  Weir 
stream,  Windsor  Bridge,  the  boat  rafts  above,  and  the 
Windsor  ferry,  I  have  not  heard  of  one  being  taken. 


Mr.  Allnutt,  jun.,  of  Windsor,  hooked  a  nice  little  fish 
of  about  31b.  with  fly,  but  he  was  cheated  owing  to  the 
density  of  weed  into  which  this  game  fish  plunged. 
Though  weedy  in  parts,  a  fly-fishermen  with  waders 
should  get  one  of  the  several  good  fish  now  in  the 
Windsor  tVeir  stream,  the  best  piece  of  fly-fishing  for 
miles  either  way.  Rain  still  needed  throughout  the 
valley,  and  aftera  good  downpour  the  trout  will  be  worth 
trying  in  this  and  other  neighbourhoods. 

Ancholme  District. — Some  fine  trout  of  21b.  or  31b. 
each  are  almost  daily  seen  rising  in  the  Ancholme  about 
Brigg.  As  the  close  time  for  coarse  fish  is  kept  on  the 
water,  no  one  is  allowed  to  take  them,  and  by  the  15th 
June  they  will  be  so  glutted  with  food  that  their  capture 
will  be  doubtful.  The  Black  Gnat  continues  in  great 
force,  and  there  are  still  a  few  Hawthorns  and  Alders. 
The  Green  Drake  is  now  daily  expected.  The  Freckled 
Dun  (moor  game  and  orange)  is  now  a  splendid  fly. 
The  Dark  Watchet  (water-hen  and  orange)  is  also  on, 
and  a  few  Brown  Moths  come  out  in  the  evenings. — 
Thomas  Ford. 

Coin  (Tairford,  Gloucestershire).— There  was 
little  done  here  worth  recording  during  the  long 
drought,  though  I  hear  that  there  were  occasionally 
some  nice  fish  killed.  The  public  water  now  is  still 
very  shallow  but  cloudy,  the  weeds  have  been  out,  and 
the  stream  may  be  said  to  be  in  fairly  good  ply  for  fly¬ 
fishing,  but  some  more  rain  would  undoubtedly  benefit 
it.  The  May-fly  has  been  up  now  for  about  a  week,  and, 
though  a  good  number  of  fish  have  been  killed,  there  are, 
I  think,  still  a  nice  few  to  be  picked  out.  The  fly  will 
last,  I  should  think,  about  another  week.  There  has  as 
yet  been  no  block  of  flies  which  we  sometimes  see  here  ; 
the  fish  are  consequently  not  glutted ;  it  looks  to  me  like 
being  a  draggling  fly,  the  high  winds  and  rather  cold 
nights  checking  them.  The  fish  killed  have  been  in 
prime  condition  and  some  of  them  have  been  2-ponnder8. 
Almost  all  the  anglers  here  this  Whitsuntide  have 
been  old  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Coin,  who 
periodically  turn  up  as  the  May-fly  comes  on.  Several 
of  them  have  had  good  sport.  Amongst  the  most 
successful  ones  have  been  Messrs.  Rogers,  Russell,  the 
Vicar  (three  and  a  half  brace  one  day),  Keller,  Powell, 
and  Tetley.  Very  large  brown  Alders  have  been 
on  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  I  think  I  should  almost 
have  given  this  fly  the  preference  to  the  Drake,  as  I 
saw  several  of  them  sucked  in  by  big  fish.  The  first 
good  day  of  the  fly  produced  some  sixteen  brace  to 
visitors,  and  on  Whit  Monday  when  the  town  and  stream 
were  both  crowded,  some  eighteen  brace  of  fine  trout 
were  grassed.  Considering  that  we  have  not  so  much 
water  as  of  yore  to  go  over,  the  sport  may,  I  think,  be 
considered  very  good.  1  hear  that  a  party  of  gentlemen 
fishing  the  private  preserved  water  in  Fairford  Park  on 
Tuesday  had  some  excellent  sport,  one  local  rod  killing 
his  five  and  a  half  brace  of  big  fish,  and  another  four 
and  a  half  brace.  I  think  I  told  you  in  one  of  my  reports 
that  any  angler  who  was  lucky  enough  to  get  a  day  here 
would  be  able  to  tell  a  tale  of  sport,  and  this  is  a  case  in 
point.  Col.  Porter  has  a  fine  show  of  trout,  the  result 
of  re-stocking  with  yearlings  some  two  years  ago  and 
keeping  the  jack  down. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — Whit  Monday  was  bright,  and 
as  a  sporting  day  a  failure.  On  Tuesday  the  weather 
improved,  and,  although  the  waters  were  low,  trout 
sported  wonderfully  well  towards  evening.  Mr.  Bell, 
from  London,  and  his  friend  who  lives  near  the  Inney, 
had  four  dozen  capital  trout,  and  some  of  the  Camel 
fishers  did  well  on  the  same  day.  Salmon  kelts  are  still 
plentiful  in  this  river  and  the  Fowey,  but  on  the 
Camel  the  conservators  have  taken  commendable  pains 
to  remove  them  into  lower  waters. — Bodmin. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  May-fly  is  on,  and 
has  been  since  Monday  ;  it  came  out  unexpectedly,  just 
after  our  last  report  left  for  post,  in  first  stragglers 
List  of  takes  :  Thursday  last,  three  brace,  Mr.  Prince, 
Dove  Dale  length.  Fiiday,  several  extra  heavy  fish, 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  Birdsgrove  water.  Mondav,  nine  and 
a  half  brace.  Dr.  Fletcher  ;  Mr.  T.  Holmes,  seven  and  a 
half  brace  ;  Mr.  Grindy,  five  and  a  half  brace,  including 
a  trout  over  41b.  ;  all  above  from  the  Birdsgrove  water 
on  Monday.  Mr.  W.  Clifton-Smith,  eight  brace,  Messrs. 
F.  and  B.  Smith  four  brace  there  on  Saturday  ;  Major 
Corbet,  five  fish  from  the  Henmore  Brook  on  Monday. 
Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  Clifton  Smith  and  brother,  six  and  a 
half  brace  from  the  Birdsgrove  length,  all  with  the  May¬ 
fly  so  far  as  we  can  hear. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Dast  and  West  Cleddau  (Fembrokesbire).-^ 
The  late  rain  has  coloured  the  rivers  a  little,  but  there  is 
not  much  more  water.  Trout  have  taken  the  running 
worm  and  fly  for  some  few  days  past,  and  a  few  nice 
catches  have  been  made,  and  sewin  are  just  beginning  to 
run  up. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  rain,  which  has  benefited  the 
farmers  and  gardeners  to  such  a  wonderful  extent,  has 
only  raised  the  Eden  about  a  foot,  whereas  it  needs  four 
or  five  feet  to  clear  out  the  bottom,  and  shift  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  trout  from  the  grubs,  &c.,  at  the  bottom  to  the 
files  at  the  top.  I  have  heard  of  no  good  baskets  being 
got,  ten  or  twelve  trout  being  about  the  average,  which 
is  nothing  for  the  time  of  year.  Sea-tront  are  running 
fairly  well  in  the  Solway;  but  no  grilse  as  yet.  The 
bailiffs  have  killed  seven  more  pike,  making  eight  this 
season,  besides  what  the  anglers  have  taken.— Silver 
Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  river  has  been  in  better  con¬ 
dition  during  the  week,  owing  to  the  recent  rains,  but  it 
is  getting  low  again,  and  somewhat  dead.  Up  to  now 
trout  have  been  very  scarce.  There  are  still  a  good  few 
kelts  in  the  river,  though  many  hundreds  have  gone 
down  within  the  past  few  days.  We  have  had  no  clean 


run  salmon  yet,  but  the  next  flood  is  sure  to  bring  6om<^ 

Already  the  net  fishermen  have  caught  a  few  at  sea,  aim 
landed  them  at  the  local  market,  where  they  fetched, 
by  public  auction.  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  pound.  The  flies 
now  being  used  for  trout  are  the  March  Brown  and  Blue 
Dun.— Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— A  few  light  showers 
have  fallen  during  the  week,  but  the  river  Exe  has 
undergone  but  little  change.  The  Greedy  has  not  yet 
recovered  from  last  week’s  spate,  but  is  now  a  good 
minnow  colour.  On  Friday  last  ilr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  on 
the  water  between  New  Bridge  and  Marsh  Mills,  took  a 
nice  little  lot  of  six  trout  and  six  eels,  and  on  Saturday 
a  brace  jib.  and  ^Ib.  Mr.  H.  Moore,  fishing  the  same 
reach,  also  had  a  nice  brace,  and  on  Monday  the  inde¬ 
fatigable  J.  A.  K.  turned  out  a  pretty  bag  of  trout  and 
eels  from  the  same  locality.  Several  of  our  anglers  paid 
a  visit  to  the  Moorland  District  on  Monday  last,  but 
found  the  streams  far  too  low  and  clear  for  sport. 
Those  fishing  the  artificial  fly  did  next  to  nothing,  but  a 
few  very  nice  trout  were  secured  by  dapping  the  Oak- 
fly.  On  the  Thorverton  and  Brampford  waters,  a  few 
fair  takes  have  been  had,  principally  by  evening  fishing. 
Some  of  the  best  killing  flies  just  now  are  the  Californian, 
Red  Spinner,  and  Yellow  Dun,  and  for  evening  work 
the  Coachman  and  Governor.  On  the  Greedy  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  last  Mr.  Roberts  took  a  dish  of  three  and  a  half 
brace,  averaging  about  Jib.  each.  In  a  couple  of  days 
or  so  the  waters  here  should  be  in  good  trim  for  the  fly. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Pen  'Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  holi¬ 
days  have  been  very  favourable  for  angling.  The  rains 
of  last  week  have  brought  about  a  great  change  on  the 
face  of  the  country,  and,  though  the  weather  has  been 
inclined  to  be  showery,  the  rains  have  held  off.  and  the 
holidays  have  been  very  pleasant.  There  have  been  a 
number  of  anglers  on  the  different  trout  streams,  and 
some  of  the  members  of  clubs  are  said  to  have  done  very 
well.  Particulars  of  catches,  however,  are  difficult  to 
obtain,  as  they  have  chieifly  been  made  on  private 
waters.  There  are  now  plenty  of  flies  on  the  streamy 
and  among  them  have  been  the  May-fly.  said  to  be  much 
earlier  than  usual.  Among  the  others  tried  have  been 
the  Alder  fiy,  and  some  of  the  duns.  Bottom  fishing 
has  also  been  better.  Reports  from  the  drains  are  to 
the  effect  that  the  coarse  fish  are  coming  on  very  favour¬ 
ably  after  spawning.  Both  roach  and  bream  are  being 
caught  in  the  adjoining  county,  and  anglers  are  anti¬ 
cipating  an  early  start  as  soon  as  the  close  season  comes 
to  an  end.' — Limpet. 

Foley  (Glinton). — The  season  opened  successfully, 
and  fish  are  well  on  the  feed.  Several  good  roach  were 
taken  on  Monday. — F.  J.  S. 

Idle  (North  Notts.). —  The  trout  streams  in  this 
locality  have  had  visitors  during  the  holidays,  and  some 
very  nice  sport  is  reporced  to  have  taken  place  in 
different  localities.  Plenty  of  flies  of  different  kinds 
are  now  on  the  waters,  but  most  of  the  fishing  has  been 
done  with  the  worm  or  different  grubs,  such  as  gentle, 
&c.  Some  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  captured  on 
the  upperjwaters,  and  from  certain  lengths  of  theRyton. 
Most  of  the  work,  however,  has  been  on  the  private 
lengths.  The  public  lengths  have  not  been  much  tried, 
as  they  are  more  adapted  for  coarse  fish.  There  area 
few  good  trout  in  the  water  about  Tilne,  and  towards 
Bawtry,  but  only  few  think  it  -worth  while  to  try  for 
them.  The  recent  rains  have  freshened  up  the  streams 
nicely,  and  the  ponds  are  much  fresher  than  they  were. 
Prom  the  district  about  Southwell  I  hear  there  has 
since  the  change  of  weather  been  much  better  sport. 
— L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). —  Though 
we  have  rain  more  or  leas  daily,  no  difference  is  percep¬ 
tible  on  the  low  level  state  of  the  lake.  A  twenty-four 
hours’  continuous  downpour  is  necessary  to  bring  the 
fish  properly  on.  Some  fair  sport  has  been  had  fly¬ 
fishing,  though  the  fish  come  short.  Mr.  Adkins,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  and  the  writer  had  six  good  fish  one  evening, 
and  another  evening  the  writer  got  a  splendid  brown 
trout,  2Jlb.,  which  took  a  Sedge,  a  fly  out  many  weeks 
earlier  than  usual.  Mr.  Adkins  got  another  good  fish, 
21b.  2oz.,  with  a  Wickham’s  Fancy,  and  Mr.  Coles, 
Bodorgan  Arms  Hotel,  one  of  21b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Adkins,  by  wading  on  a  dull,  windy  day,  took  sixteen 
trout,  some  lovely  pounders,  and  one  sewin,  IJlb.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  low,  clear  water,  this  was  an  exceptional 
good  basket.  Captain  Marshall  had  two  good  trout 
with  a  minnow,  and  Mr.  Bird,  two,  with  a  worm,  in  a 
short  time.  Mr.  Hewitt,  Bolton,  in  four  days’  bottom 
fishing,  had  twenty-three  trout,  and  Mr.  Southwell  a 
few  less.  Prospects  to-day  (Wednesday)  of  the  long- 
expected  flood. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  ’Wales).— Although  we  have 
had  nice  rain,  ttie  lake  has  been  too  rough  for  good 
sport.  On  'Thursday  last  Mr.  Hollingworth  took  seven¬ 
teen  fish  :  Messrs.  F.  Robinson  and  Besant,  twenty  ; 
Messrs.  Flint  and  Robinson,  fifteen,  beat  fish,  lib.  12oz.  ; 
Messrs.  Glover  and  Hillman,  fifteen,  beat  fish  21b.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  Trevor  G.  Boscawen,  eleven ;  Mr.  Nugent  Howard, 
seven;  Dr.  Richards,  six;  Mr.  C.  P.  Wood,  five; 
Messrs.  Lovett  and  Williams,  five  ;  Mr.  Blackden,  four  ; 
Messrs.  Prere  and  Coulshurst,  three.  Friday,  May  19, 
Messrs.  Lovett  and  Williams  Vaughan,  twelve ;  Mr. 
Blackden,  six ;  Messrs.  Boscawen  and  Howard,  ten ; 
Mr.  Hollingworth,  thirteen  ;  Messrs.  Flint  and  Besant, 
five;  Messrs,  (^binson,  seven;  Mr.  Coulthurst,  three: 
Mr.  Grover,  six  ;  Mr.  Richards,  seven  ;  Mr.  Baker,  six  ; 
Mr.  A.  G.  Sale,  two;  Mr.  Norman  Mellor,  five.  Satur¬ 
day,  May  20,  Mr.  Hollingworth,  limit,  twenty  fish ; 
Messrs.  Lovett  and  Williams  Vaughan,  eight ;  Mr.  Sale, 
four  ;  Mr.  Coulthurst,  two ;  Dr.  Richards,  three  ;  Mr. 
Isherwood,  six ;  Mr,  Blackden,  two ;  Mr.  Norman 


Mellor,  ten ;  Mr.  Wood,  seven ;  Messrs.  Davison  and 

Dinley,  seven  ;  Mr.  Humbert,  five  ;  Mr.  Hervey  Murley 
four :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker,  six  ;  Mr.  Flint,  four ;  Messrs.’ 
Robinson,  three.  Whit  Monday,  May  22,  Messrs. 
Hollingsworth  and  Conlthurst,  seventeen ;  Mr.  Hervey- 
Murley,  eighteen  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker,  six  ;  Mr.  Wood 
five ;  Mr.  H  umbert,  eight ;  Mr.  Flint,  eleven ;  Mr’. 
Blackden,  four  ;  Mr.  Norman  Mellor,  seven  ;  Messrs. 
Davison  and  Linley,  nine  ;  Messrs.  Robinson,  nine,  best 
fish  lib.  7oz.  and  11b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Lawrence,  four  ;  Mr. 
Isherwood,  eleven;  Dr.  Richards,  four;  Mr.  Kennell 
four;  Mr.  Briggs,  twelve.  Tuesday,  May  23,  Mr! 
Norman  Mellor,  thirteen ;  Mr.  Hollingworth,  eleven  • 
Mr.  Hervey  Murley,  fifteen;  Messrs.  Davison  and 
Linley,  nine ;  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Flint,  six  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Baker,  eight;  Mr.  Isherwood,  five;  Messrs. 
Grover  and  Hillman,  three  ;  Mr.  Lawrence,  two.  Wed¬ 
nesday,  May  24,  Mr.  Norman  Mellor,  five;  Messrs 
Robinson,  nine;  Mr.  Flint,  four;  Mr.  Davison,  five  • 
Mr.  Isherwood,  ten;  Mr.  Briggs,  four;  Mr.  Lawrence! 
two.  Best  fish  lib.  lOoz.  Lake  too  rough  ;  boats  could 
not  go  out.  I  am  glad  to  say  so  far  we  have  had  a  most 
successful  season.  Having  taken  over  3500  fish  out  of 
the  lake. — Long  Drift. 

During  the  holidays  the  number  of  rods  at 
work  has  been  legion,  and  many  have  had  fair  sport. 
Roach  and  dace  have  been  taking  the  caddis  bait  freely! 
and  the  dry-fly  fishermen  have  had  nothing  to  complain 
of.  At  the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham,  a  couple  of  trout 
have  been  caught,  and  I  believe  they  are  some  of  the 
couple  of  thousand  I  assisted  in  turning  in  as  fry  a  few 
years  since.  Eels  have  been  running  well  lately,  and 
some  fair  ones  have  been  caught,  both  by  sniggling  and 
ledgering  with  lobworms.  I  wish  I  could  persuade  soma 
good  barbel  fishermen  to  give  the  Lea  a  trial ;  I  would 
find  him  a  few  swims,  and,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
them  properly  baited  when  the  season  commences.  I 
also  know  of  one  or  two  places  where  some  really 
champion-sized  carp  are  located.  The  Hertford  district 
is  now  most  certainly  holding  a  record  in  the  capture  of 
large  trout. — Spliced  Joint. 

Iieicester. — One  of  the  longest  droughts  ever  known 
in  this  part  of  the  country  happily  terminated  on 
Tuesday,  when  there  were  several  small  showers,  but 
no  downfall  of  any  importance.  Fortunately  the 
change  atmospherically  continued,  and  on  Wednesday 
there  was  seven  or  eight  hours’  continuous  rain  of  a 
heavy  kind.  This  came  as  a  great  blessing,  and 
although  it  did  but  little  to  help  the  rivers  and  streams 
which  were  completely  dried  up  in  many  places,  it  con¬ 
ferred  much  good  in  other  directions.  Very  few  trout 
have  been  taken  since  the  commencement  of  the  close 
season,  but  eels  up  to  31b.  are  running  well  in  the 
Thurcaston  brook  and  the  River  Soar,  below  the  Abbey 
Park,  Leicester.  The  Leicester  Dolphin  Club  annual 
feed  was,  as  usual,  brought  off  successfully  at  their 
headquarters,  Burleys-lane.  The  prize-takers  were 
Messrs.  Starkey,  Sheriff,  Darlinson,  Cook,  Jarvis, 
Wright,  Chapman,  Swinfield,  Gilmour,  and  Freer. 

liQ^g  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  been  visited  with  heavy  rain,  but  it  has 
made  little  difference  to  the  water.  The  rivers  rose 
quickly,  and  were  coloured,  but  it  soon  ran  off,  and  they 
are  greatly  improved  by  the  downfall,  and  the  fish  are 
moving  better,  and  good  sport  has  been  had.  The  best 
flies  are  the  Orl,  Downhill,  Governor,  Coch  y-bondhu 
Palmers,  Yellow  Dun,  Coachman,  and  Black  Gnat.  A 
good  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used 
the  May-fly,  which  is  on  well,  and  the  fish  rise  well  at 
them.  On  Monday  a  good  basket  of  trout  was  landed 
in  the  Lugg  with  the  Cadow.  In  the  Arrow,  on  Tuesday 
sport  was  good  with  the  Orl.  The  Pinsley  is  now’ 
running  in  good  order ;  sport  has  improved  in  it  since 
last  week. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland) — 

Heavy  rain  storms  at  the  close  of  last  week  caused 
these  rivers  to  swell  some  9in.  or  lOin.  of  muddy  water 
which,  however,  soon  ran  off,  and  much  improved  the’ 
May-fly  Ashing.  Trout  are  now  feeding  on  the  May-fly, 
which  is  plentiful.  Sport  is  better  than  for  some  seasons 
past.  Baskets  have  ruled  from  three  brace  to  twenty- 
five  brace  per  rod.  Up  to  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  trout 
show  no  slackening.  Besides  May-fly  and  Gray  Drake 
Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Caddis’, 
Spinners,  Owls,  and  Coachman,  are  all  good.  Some  fine 
trout  have  been  taken  spinning  with  the  Vaga  Devon 
bait.  Prospects  of  sport  in  the  near  future  very  good. 
Fish  fat  and  in  splendid  condition. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— The  weather  has  been  suit¬ 
able  for  fishing,  and  many  ardent  followers  have  been 
out  now  the  close  season  is  over.  The  river  seems  to  be 
well  stocked,  and,  judging  from  the  start,  a  successful 
season  is  anticipated.  Roach,  perch,  and  bream  are 
feeding  well,  and  some  good  takes  of  the  former  have 
been  reported. — F.  J.  S. 

Plymouth  —  The  long-looked-for  rain  has  come  at 
last,  and  fishermen  on  the  rivers  have  been  busy. 
Although  the  rivers  are  very  low  and  would  do  with  a! 
forty-eight  hours’  downpour,  still  some  good  creels  have 
been  taken.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  prompt  measures 
that  were  taken  by  the  fishermen  and  the  Board  of  Con¬ 
servators  with  regard  to  the  pollution  of  the  river  Tany, 
are  having  good  effect,  as  the  proprietors  of  the  mine 
are  constructing  catch-pits  to  prevent  the  poisonous 
matter  from  going  into  the  river.  Sea  fishing  is  im¬ 
proving  all  around  our  coast,  pollack  and  whiting  pout 
being  taken  in  large  numbers.  Mr.  Fred  John  Leach, 
writing  to  me  from  Redcar,  says  :  “  The  other  morning 
I  took  Icwt.  of  large  billet  and  codling  with  your  red 
indiarubber  sand-eel.”  Sport  like  this  on  a  rod  is  worth 
Imving.  Flat  fish  and  small  pollack  are  still  caught  off 
the  piers  here.— William  Hearder. 


Severn  (Sbrewsbury).—The  Severn  and  its  tribu¬ 
taries  are  in  capital  order  for  the  fly,  and,  the  weather 
Having  been  favourable,  good  sport  has  been  obtainable 
especially  in  the  evening.  In  the  rapid  streams  the 
yellow-bodied  March  Brown  has  proved  as  reliable  a  fly 
as  any,  while  in  the  still  deeps  the  Coch-y-bondhu  or 
Marlow  Buzz,  and  at  dusk  the  Coachman  or  White  Moth 
have  rendered  a  good  account  of  themselves.  A  few 
pike  have  been  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trouncer’s 
Brewery  by  Mr.  Kendall  Jones,  and  many  coarse  fish 
have  been  captured. — Piscator. 

Sussex  Rivers  uud  Streams. — The  recent  rain 
has  had  no  effect  on  streams  or  rivers.  And  in  the 
north  and  mid-Sussex  streams  there  is  scarcely  any 
water.  The  best  record  I  hear  of  is  nine  brace  of 
trout  taken  recently  in  private  water  nearBarcombe,  on 
the  Ouse,  but  nothing  exceeding  8oz.  A  bull  trout  of 
4Ib.  IS  notified  me  from  the  Ouse,  where  several  good 
fish  are  to  be  seen.  Chub  have  also  given  sport,  and 
roach,  alttough  spawning,  are  taken  by  some  few  sports- 
men  (t)  Dace  are  giving  sport  with  fly;  and  from  the 
West  Sussex  streams,  which,  despite  the  drought,  are  in 
good  height,  although  bright,  several  brace  of  fish  up  to 
12oz  have  been  secured.  Mullet  are  numerous  in 
the  harbour,  several  have  been  taken  by  pritching  or 
spearing,  and  some  few  have  been  shot  when  sunning 
but  the  record  by  angling  is  almost  nil.  Bass  are  in! 
but  not  feeding  well,  one  fish,  of  2ilb.,  is  the  only  record 
1  have  received,  which  was  taken  with  sand  eel.— George 
F. Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).  —  Still  no 
fashing,  and  the  river  about  as  low  as  it  can  be,  notwith¬ 
standing  a  few  showers.  We  want  two  or  three  days’ 
heavy  rain  before  any  sport  can  be  counted  upon.— H. 

Teme  (Knighton).— In  this  part  the  water  has 
greatly  improved,  and  is  now  in  good  order  for  anglino' 
either  fly  or  bottom.  Heavy  rain  has  been  had  and  has 
made  the  water  rise,  and  the  fish  have  been  moving 
better.  The  Cadow  or  May-fly  is  now  on  well,  and  the 
trout  are  feeding  well  on  it,  and  some  nice  trout  have 
been  taken.  At  the  Purslow  Petty  Sessions  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  the  18th,  two  men,  Davies  and  Fury,  both  of 
Knighton,  were  convicted  of  illegal  fishing  and  were 
fined,  and  two  others  were  charged  with  illegal  fishing. 
Mr.  Weyman  prosecuted  and  Mr.  Woosnam  defended! 
and  the  case  was  adjourned  for  the  water  bailiff  to 
produce  the  original  certificates  of  the  definition  of  the 
Severn  Board  of  Conservators’  district. — K. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  in  good  order  for  angling,  being  a  nice  level  and 
clear.  Heavy  rain  has  been  had,  and  the  water  was 
stained  and  rose,  but  it  soon  ran  off  and  the  rain  greatly 
improved  the  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  stormy  ail 
the  week,  but  there  has  been  a  good  few  rods  out  this 
holiday  time.  The  fish  have  risen  well  at  the  fly,  the 
best  flies  at  present  are  the  Governor,  Downhill,’  Orl 
Yellow  Dun,  Coachman,  and  Coch-y-Bondhu.  The  ’Mayi 
fly  or  Cadow  is  on  the  water  in  good  numbers,  and  the 
fish  take  them  well,  but  appear  to  be  getting  gorged 
with  them.  Worm  fishing  has  been  very  successful 
during  this  week,  and  some  of  the  largest  trout  have 
been  landed.  On  Friday  morning  Mr.  R.  Smith  tried 
the  worm  under  Whitcliffe,  and  landed  a  fine  trout  2jlb. 
another  IJlb.,  and  another  11b.  With  the  minnow  some 
good  sport  has  been  had.  On  Saturday  along  the  Folley 
some  nice  trout  were  taken  with  the  worm.  In  the  Ash¬ 
ford  water  sport  has  been  good  with  the  fly.  On  Mon¬ 
day  several  trout  11b.  weight  were  taken  with  the 
May-fly  dibbing  and  the  worm  bottom  fishing.  In  the 
Ludford  water  on  Tuesday  a  gentleman  was  out  with  the 
fly  and  landed  a  good  basket  of  fine  trout.  In  the 
Oakley  Park  water  the  fish  have  risen  well  at  the  tty. 
On  Tuesday  some  very  nice  trout  were  taken  with  the 
May-fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  good  fishing  order.  In  the  Corve  some 
good  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  May-fly.  Sport 
has  also  been  good  with  the  worm.  In  the  Clun  and 
Ony  sport  good.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
greatly  improved  by  the  late  heavy  rains.  The  water 
rose  quickly  and  coloured,  but  soon  ran  off  again,  and 
is  now  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  is 
stormy,  but  a  good  few  anglers  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  holiday  time  and  have  had  fair  sport.  The  fish 
are  rising  well,  and  are  taking  the  May-fly,  Yellow  Dun, 
Orl,  Coch-y-Bmdhu,  and  Coachman.  The  fish  are 
taking  the  May-fly  freely,  and  good  sport  has  been  had 
with  it.  On  Tuesday  some  nice  trout  were  landed  with 
the  May-fly.  The  Kyre  and  Ledwyche  are  gone  clear 
and  in  order  for  fishing.  Sport  good  in  them  with  the 
May-fly. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— The  river  had  a  big  rise 
since  last  week’s  report,  and  hundreds  of  the  old  salmon 
left  for  the  salt  water,  after  having  been  kept  so  long 
waiting,  and  some  new  fish  have  come  in  to  take  their 
place. — Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark).— The  Trent  has  again  run  down 
to  low  summer  level  without  any  satisfactory  results  to 
salmon  anglers,  whose  prospects  now  appear  forlorn  in 
the  extreme — not  a  fish  having  been  secured  in  the 
Newark  district,  and  but  few  having  been  seen.  The 
late  flush  of  water  set  bream  on  the  move,  shoals  having 
been  observed  fulfilling  nature’s  duties  in  the  back 
waters  during  the  past  week,  and  the  spawning  of  coarse 
fish  of  all  descriptions  has  progressed  in  a  favourable 
manner,  which  augurs  well  for  a  future  supply. — 
Trentsider. 

Upper  Eden. — Several  thunderstorms  passed  over 
the  Upper  Eden  district  last  week,  and  the  copious 
downfall  of  rain  has  had  the  effect  of  transforming  the 
face  of  nature,  bringing  joy  to  the  angler  as  well  as  to 


the  farmer.  On  Saturday  a  party  of  gentlemen, 
staying  at  the  Tufton  Arms,  Appleby,  caught  eighty 
fine  trout.  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  T.  Ellwood,  and  Mr.  T. 
Gibson,  of  Appleby,  have  had  good  baskets  of  trout, 
whilst  Mr.  W.  Nelson,  Manchester,  creeled  over  101b. 
weight  of  trout. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — There  was  a  welcome  freshlet  in  the 
river  on  Saturday  morning,  occasioned  by  the  heavy 
rains  of  the  previous  few  days.  A  large  number  of 
anglers  were  engaged  ground-bait  fishing,  and  all  more 
or  less  were  rewarded,  and  baskets  from  21b.  to  181b. 
were  had.  The  run  of  salmon  was  very  limited.  Monday, 
Mr.  W.  Stone  had  one,  271b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one,  9.11b. ; 
Major-General  Mignon,  one,  111b.;  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  one, 
201b.;  General  Sir  C.  L.  Barnard,  K.C.B.,  one,  201b. 
Wednesday,  Colonel  Waddilove,  one,  131b.  More  rain 
is  necessary,  as  the  water  has  run  down  very  rapidly. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping^). — The  season  opened 
very  successfully,  and  anglers  have  been  early  alert. 
Since  the  formation  of  a  fishery  association,  the  fisb  in 
the  river  have  greatly  increased,  and  this  year  it 
abounds  in  a  great  variety.  Mr.  A.  H.  Law  last  week 
succeeded  in  landing  two  pike,  weighing  6Jlb.  and  511b. 
rsspectively.— F.  J.  S. 

W^itkam,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln). — Angling  has  been 
very  quiet  down  the  Witham  during  the  holidays,  owing 
to  the  close  time,  but  on  the  tributaries  some  of  the 
anglers  have  been  trying  their  luck.  The  sport  is  said 
to  be  much  improved  since  the  rains,  and  anticipations 
are  very  favourable  for  a  commencement  amongst  the 
roach.  A  few  visitors  have  been  down  to  the  more 
favoured  localities,  just  for  a  look  round,  and  to  visit 
friends,  and  they  speak  well  of  the  prospects.  It  is 
thought  the  season  has  been  a  favourable  one  for  spawn¬ 
ing  operations,  as  there  has  been  an  absence  of  the 
usual  floods.  A  good  many  eels  are  believed  to  be  in 
the  river,  but  nothing  has  been  done  with  them  with  rod 
and  line.  In  the  estuary  and  about  the  lower  waters  it 
is  said  there  are  a  fair  quantity  of  flounders  which 
might  furnish  sport.  Inquiries  are  being  made  as  to  an 
early  invasion  of  the  district  as  soon  as  fishing  is 
allowable. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
have  been  in  splendid  condition  since  my  last  report, 
and,  as  I  anticipated,  the  May-fiy  has  been  out  in  force 
on  most  days,  and  some  excellent  .sport  has  been  ob¬ 
tained.  Sport  on  the  Wye  at  Bakewell  has  not  been  so 
good  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  and,  without  doubt,  this 
is  attributable  to  the  extremes  of  high  and  low  water 
caused  through  the  working  of  the  mills.  Thera  are 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  sport  would,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  be  as  good  as  ever  it  was  if  some  arrangement 
could  be  made  for  the  flow  of  water  not  to  be  inter¬ 
fered  with.  Messrs.  Booth,  Brierley,  and  Thomas  have 
all  had  fair  sport.  Mr.  Hodson,  of  Derby,  took  three 
brace  of  good  fish  yesterday.  The  May-fiy,  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  is  not  yet  at  its  best,  although  we  hive  had 
it  on  the  Derwent  in  force  since  the  15th.  The  largest 
baskets  have  been  killed  on  the  Derwent.  At  the  end  of 
last  week  three  local  anglers,  Messrs.  Castle,  Farns¬ 
worth,  and  Crowder,  took  eight  and  a  half,  eight, 
and  seven  and  a  half  brace  respectively,  from 
the  lower  length  of  the  Darley  water,  using 
ant  eggs  and  maggots  for  bait.  I  met  two  anglers 
on  the  same  water  on  Monday  who  had  four  and 
three  brace  each  taken  with  the  May-fly.  Sport  on 
Chatsworth  water  higher  up  has  also  been  good,  several 
heavy  baskets  having  been  taken.  The  Matlock  water 
has  again  yielded  the  largest  fish  of  the  week,  this  being 
a  beauty  of  41b.  loz.,  taken  by  Mr.  Lewis,  a  visitor,  from 
the  top  length  of  this  association’s  water.  I  took  a  nice 
dish  of  four  brace  from  the  same  length  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  and  Mr.  Cooper  and  others  have  also  had  fair 
sport.  It  is  strange  that  one  scarcely  ever  hears  of  a 
specimen  trout  being  taken  anywhere  else  in  this  district 
but  at  Matlock.  During  the  last  few  years  some  4, 5,  and 
G-pounders  have  been  taken  every  season,  the  largest, 
which  is  now  hanging  in  front  of  me,  being  TJlb.  The 
prospects  for  next  week  are  first  class,  the  water  is 
right,  and  the  fish  are  taking  the  May-fly  well  — 
Dotterel. 

(Norwich). — The  holidays  have  been  excep¬ 
tionally  favoured  with  bright  sunny  weather,  and  the 
rain  that  fell  on  Sunday  night  was  very  acceptable. 
With  regard  to  sport,  some  very  large  bream  wore 
brought  to  Thorpe  Station  on  Tuesday  last.  Most  of 
the  clubs  are  now  turning  to  the  time  of  their  matches. 
Wind  W.  by  N.,  and  no  present  appearance  of  more 
rain. — Robert  Moll. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  Swale,  &c.— The  recent  rains 
freshened  up  these  streams,  but  not  to  any  great  extent. 
However  it  brought  down  quite  as  much  water  as  would 
benefit  the  Whitsuntide  anglers.  There  were  several  of 
the  members  of  the  Tanfield  Club  on  their  water,  but  the 
trout  would  take  hardly  anything  but  natural  minnow. 
With  this  bait  I  killed  twenty  trout,  nine  of  which 
weighed  from  lOoz.  to  12oz.  each.  An  angler  near  Mid- 
dleham  caught  seventy  trout  one  day  with  natural 
stone  fly. — Francis  M.  Walbran. 


Important  to  those  who  wish  to  become  Expert  Anglers. 
—At  the  request  of  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  James 
Kerss,  Sprouston-on-Tweed,  winner  of  the  International  Fly- 
casting  at  Twickenham,  1890,  and  at  Edinburgh,  1832,  has 
decided  to  again  give  a  course  of  lessons  in  the  art  of  salmon  and 
trout  lly  casting,  also  bait  casting,  at  Messrs.  Warner's  Welsh 
Harp  Fishery,  Hendon.  J.  K.  will  be  at  the  Welsh  Harp  for  this 
purpose  on  Thursday,  June  1,  1893;  and  as  the  course  will  only 
last  for  a  limited  period,  it  is  important  that  thpse  who  wish  to 
take  lessons  should  make  early  application.  Terms:  Salmon  lly 
and  bait  casting,  £2  for  four  lessons;  trout dy  casting,  £1  for  four 
lessons.  Hotls  and  tackle  will  be  provided. — Bellevue  (lottage, 
Sprouston,  Kelso,  N.B. 
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Border  Bsk. — The  rain,  which  has  tieen  falling  at 
intervals  during  the  last  fortnight,  has  caused  this 
river  to  rise  some  two  feet,  and,  although  fish  are  making 
their  appearance  at  last,  there  are  only  about  four  rods 
in  the  Canonbie  stretch  of  water,  which  now  includes  the 
glebe-land  portion  directly  opposite  the  Cross  Keys 
Hotel.  Dr.  Bramble  has  made  fairly  good  baskets  of 
yellovA  trout,  and  I\Ir.  Todrick  has  taken  two  fine  sea- 
trout  and  a  few  yellow  trout.  Some  nice  fish  are  show¬ 
ing  themselves  in  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  Pools,  and 
it  is  prognosticated  that,  weather  permitting,  both  the 
Ksk  and  Liddle  will  yet  provide  capital  sport.  ^  On 
Monday  last  Mr.  Jas.  Church,  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys, 
had  a  nice  sea-trout.  Mr.  C.  Johnstone,  Birmingham, 
had  a  sea-trout  on  Tuesday.  Up  to  the  present  thirty 
yellow  trout  have  fallen  to  Dr.  Bramble’s  rod.  The 
river  came  down  in  flood  on  Tuesday,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  (Thursday)  it  is  in  good  angling  order. 
In  Eskdale  the  welcome  rains  of  the  present  week  have 
greatly  improved  the  condition  of  this  river,  and  angling 
prospects  are  now  much  brighter.  Sea  trout  are  now 
ascending  the  river,  and  a  few  have  been  landed.  Mr. 
J.  Graham,  Crookholm,  killed  one  in  the  Liddle,  and 
Mr.  W.  Graham  has  had  one  in  the  same  water.  In  the 
Cauldron  Pool,  between  Langtown  and  Canonbie,  Mr. 
Todrick,  Haddington,  also  had  a  sea-trout.  Surgeon- 
General  Biddie,  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Temperance 
Hotel,  Langholm,  has  had  several  baskets  of  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  E.  Connell,  St.  Thorwald’s,  has  had  some 
nice  yellow  trout  in  Broomholm  reserved  water.  Mr. 
Ferguson,  Langholm,  and  others  have  also  had  yellow 
trout. — Eskdale. 

Breadalbane  Arms  (Aberfeldy).  —  Mr.  Nairn 
fished  Loch-na-Craig  to-day  (May  21)  and  caught  two 
dozen  trout. — A.  N 


Cnilfail  Hotel  Waters  (Kilmelford,  N.B.).— 

May  13th,  Col.  Moinroy,  thirteen  trout  ;  15th,  Col. 
Mclnroy,  sixty-seven  trout ;  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  fifteen 
trout;  IGth,  Col.  Mclnroy,  twelve  trout;  Messrs. 
Hutchinson,  seventy  trout;  Mr.  Harvey,  five  trout; 
t7th.  Col.  Mclnroy,  twenty-one  trout ;  Messrs.  Hutch¬ 
inson,  fifty-six  trout;  Mr.  Harvey,  ten  trout;  18th,  Mr. 
Harvey,  twelve  trout ;  ItHh,  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  thir¬ 
teen  trout ;  20th,  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  forty-two  sea 
fish;  22nd,  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  forty-two  trout;  Mr. 
Vaughan,  ten  trout. — J.  M,  T. 

■Dee  (Aberdeensliire). — Under  the  present  abnor¬ 
mally  adverse  condition  of  matters,  it  is  really  surpris¬ 
ing  that  sport  in  any  shape  is  being  had.  Yet  on  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  river  and  in  the  deeper  pools  not  a 
few  fine  fish,  although  not  of  the  latest  run,  are  ooca 
sionally  being  grassed.  On  the  Braemar  Fife  waters 
Mr.  Duncan  Macnab  landed  three,  scaling  from  fi^lb.  to 
S^lb.,  during  the  past  week,  while  one  or  two  others  have 
been  had  by  local  anglers.  On  the  Invercauld  House 
water,  Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  Bart.,  M.P.,  and  party, 
have  had  several  fish  daily  since  their  arrival  on 
Monday.  On  the  Queen’s  Balmoral  and  Birkhall 
water.  Her  Majesty’s  guests  and  the  officers  of  her 
Guard  of  Honour  have  met  with  considerable 
eport.  On  the  Ballater  Invercauld  section  the 
best  sport  on  the  river,  such  as  it  is,  continues 
to  be  got.  Mr.  Coupland,  on  the  17th,  landed  one  of 
felb.  ;  on  the  18th,  four,  scaling  81b.,  101b.,  101b.,  and 
101b.  ;  on  the  19th,  two,  of  121b.  each  ;  and  on  the  20th, 
five,  ranging  from  81b.  to  JOlb.  ;  while  Captain  Farley 
had  two,  of  741b.  and  841b.,  in  addition  to  one  of  91b.,  and 
Colonel  Younger,  on  Saturday,  had  two,  of  81b.  and  91b. 
respectively.  On  the  Monaltrie  water  Mr.  William 
Heaven  landed  one  of  81b.  on  Friday  last.  On  the 
Cambus  O’May  waters  Mr.  Callendar  and  party  have  had 
a  share  of  the  sport  which  has  been  going.  The  Glen 
Tana  waters  are  deserted,  and  so  are  most  of  the  Aboyne 
and  lower  reaches.  An  enthusiastic  angler  or  so,  who 
cares  to  face  the  almost  tropical  sun— being  the  only 
representatives  left  on  the  river  with  miles  of  the  water 
between  them — occasionally  picks  out  a  fish.  On  the 
Aboyne  waters  Mr.  Sandison's  guests  landed  three  last 
week  (of  average  weights.  On  the  Kincardine  O’Neil 
section  Mr.  E.  Drummond  landed  one  of  81b. 
and  one  of  101b.  on  two  days  last  _week  ;  while 
Mr.  Percy  Wormald  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  81b., 
on  the  Borrowstone  water;  Mr.  E.  P.  Tennant, 
one  of  81b.  on  Carlogie,  and  Mr.  W.  Farnell  Watson’s 
keeper,  one  of  101b.  on  the  Woodend  section.  On  the 
Blackball  Castle,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay,  and  on  the  Durris 
water,  Mr.  Baird  and  party,  are  having  an  occasional 
fish.  On  the  coast  the  supply  of  salmon  is  again  run¬ 
ning  short.  Only  some  six  grilse  have  been  got  as  yet 
on  the  nets  between  Montrose  and  Newburgh,  a  distance 
of  some  forty  miles.  Disease  is  very  prevalent  in  the 
•Dee — twenty-four  otherwise  splendid  fish  having  been 
taken  from  a  small  fishery  in  the  mid  reaches  during  the 
week.  The  smolt  season  close  time  expires  on  the  26th, 
when  sea-trout  angling  will  commence  in  the  Nether 
reaches.  The  Y than  fishing  again  opens  on  the  29th 
inst.,  when  bright  finnock  angling  is  anticipated,  the 
prospects  being  very  favourable  under  the  regime  of 
clear  waters. — Deesider, 

Deveron  (BanffsKire). — With  the  recent  rain  the 
water  in  the  River  Deveron  rose  a  few  inches  in  the 
beginning  of  the  present  week,  and  the  fish  are  on  the 
move  from  the  lower  pools.  The  estuary  is  more  open, 
and  the  obstacles  are  now  almost  removed  for  fish  having 
easy  access  up  the  river.  A  slight  improvement  was 
made  in  the  net-fishing  this  week,  and  should  the  rain 
continue  to  fall,  fishing  will  greatly  improve.  As  yet 
there  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  rod  fishing,  but 
the  rise  in  the  river  will,  no  doubt,  induce  anglers  to 


resume  operations.  There  are  plenty  of  trout  on  all  the 
sections,  and  although  salmon  are  scarce  in  the  upper 
sections,  a  heavy  spate,  that  would  allow  the  fish  to  get 
over  the  cruives,  would  add  an  impetus  to  the  fishing. 

On  the  coast  fish  are  now  drawing  in  from  the  deep 
water,  and  the  first  grilse  for  the  season  was  caught  a 
few  days  ago  in  the  nets,  about  two  miles  west  from  the 
river’s  mouth.  Grilse  are  over  a  month  late  in  making 
their  appearance  on  the  coast  than  last  year.  H.  A\  . 

Forsinard  Hotel. — On  Monday,  the  15th,  Mr. 
Simpson  fished  Loch  En-ruar,  and  had  fifty-six  trout, 
221b.,  and,  on  Tuesday,  fifty  trout,  191b.,  and  again 
on  Wednesday,  for  a  few  hours,  thirty  trout,  111b.  On 
Monday,  22nd,  Mr.  Allport  fished  Loch  En-ruar,  and  bad 
twenty-nine  trout,  111b.,  and,  on  Tuesday,  on  Loch  Leir, 
twenty-one  trout,  111b.  Mr.  Atkinson  fished  Loch  En- 
ruar  on  Tuesday,  and  had  twenty  trout,  71b.— Geo. 
Murray. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — Not  for  many  years  in 
May  has  angling  been  at  such  a  low  ebb.  Last  May 
salmon  angling  was  prosecuted  with  fair  success,  and, 
although  little  rain  fell,  the  river  kept  up  wonderfully. 
The  small  spate  which  came  in  April,  although  it  did 
not  bring  up  many  new  fish  from  the  sea,  enabled  the 
kelts  in  most  cases  to  escape,  while  the  salmon  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  river,  mostly  all  shifted  to  the 
upper,  while  large  numbers  got  into  the  lochs  more 
immediately  connected  with  the  river.  Disease  has 
unfortunately  made  its  appearance  and  is  making  rapid 
strides.  One  authority  says  that  “  five  out  of  every  six 
salmon  in  the  river  are  more  or  less  affected.”  Except 
taking  out  the  dead  and  dying  fish,  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  stay  the  ravages,  which,  of  course,  could  only 
be  done  by  the  removal  of  the  affected  salmon  to  the 
sea.  A  good  spate  will  be  the  most  efficacious  remedy 
for  this  evil.  No  attempt  is  being  made  at  angling. 
The  Duke’s  netsmen  had  some  good  hauls  of  salmon 
during  the  week,  but  only  one  grilse  has  as  yet  shown. 
They  are  getting  also  some  beautiful  sea- trout.  No 
signs  of  disease  has  shown  in  any  fish  got  at  the  sea. 
Trout  angling  is  nil.  Reports  from  the  lochs  are  full 
of  good  expectations. — S.  C. 

Inchnadampll. — May  16,  Messrs.  Hill  and  Gilli- 
brand,  London,  on  Loch  Awe,  forty-eight  trout,  1741b.  ; 
17th,  Messrs.  Hill  and  Gillibrand,  Gillaroo,  fifty-one, 
191b.  ;  18th,  Mr.  Gillibrand,  Loch  Awe,  forty-eight, 
181b. ;  20th,  Messrs.  Hill  and  Gillibrand,  Little  Loch, 
ninety-six,  301b.  :  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Bird,  Loch  Awe, 
forty,  171b. ;  Mr.  MacEwen,  Gillaroo,  fourteen,  71b. ; 
22nd,  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Bird,  Loch  Awe,  nineteen, 
71b. ;  Mr.  MacEwen,  Loch  Awe,  twenty-eight,  101b.— A. 
Sutherland. 

Isla. — The  rains,  though  adding  little  to  the  volume 
of  water,  have  given  the  proper  colour,  and  sport  has 
much  improved.  A  spate  is  needed  to  clear  out  the  riv er 
bed.  During  the  past  week  sport  has  been  generally 
good.  Mr.  Saddler,  Alyth,  had  1941b. ;  W.  Anderson, 
1441b.  ;  J.  Howie,  lljlb. ;  P.  B.  Fleming,  101b.  Good 
sport  has  also  been  got  by  Messrs.  D.  McKenzie,  D.  Fer- 
gusson,  D.  Taylor,  andW.  Doeg.  The  sport  on  the  lochs 
has  also  improved.  One  day  last  week  on  Auchinohapel 
Loch,  Mr.  Patullo  had  nineteen  trout  weighing  941b., 
and  Mr.  Neish  a  beauty  of  341b. — Iasgair. 

Eillin  Hotel  (Loch  Tay,  Perthshire).- May  23, 

Dr.  Hobson,  one  salmon,  171b.  ;  24,  Marquis  del  Pazzo, 
one  salmon,  241b.  ;  24,  Killin  Fishing  Club  competition, 
fifty  trout,  271b.  ;  Dr.  Hobson,  May  23,  one  salmon, 
171b.  ;  24,  Marquis  del  Pazzo,  one,  181b. — H.  Maiset. 

Lairg  (N.B.)— On  Wednesday  of  last  week,  Mr. 
Todd  fished  Loch  Shin  from  Lairg  Hotel,  and  caught 
eleven  trout,  441b.  On  Loch  Beannoch,  Messrs.  Cox 
killed  eleven  trout,  which  weighed  641b.  On  Thursday 
evening,  in  less  than  an  hour,  Mr.  John  Crozier  killed 
ten  trout  341b.  Messrs.  Cox  tried  Loch  Beannoch,  and 
caught  seven  trout  weighing  441b.  On  Friday,  Mr. 
Cochran-Patrick  got  four  nice  trout  on  Loch  Shin. 
Mr.  John  Crozier  fished  Sluice  Pool  in  the  evening  and 
got  441b.  trout.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Cochran-Patrick 
made  a  basket  of  eleven  trout,  44lb.  on  Loch  Shin,  and 
on  Monday,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  the  same  angler  killed 
seven  trout  weighing  51b.  Mr.  Crozier  had  41b.  in  the 
evening  on  Loch  Shin.  Weather  fine.  Prospects  of 
sport  bright.— J.  Y. 

Loch  Craggie  (Lairg,  N.B.).— Two  officers  from 
H.M.S.  Jackal,  made  a  very  fine  basket— the  first  of  the 
season,  on  Monday. — J.  Y. 

Loch  Awe  (Loch  Awe  Hotel).— May  16,  Mr. 
Rheam,  six  trout ;  Mr.  Heelis,  twelve  trout ;  Mr.  Briggs, 
five  trout ;  Mr.  Mellor,  six  trout :  17th,  Mr.  Trevanion, 
five  trout ;  Messrs.  Rheam  and  Briggs,  fifteen  trout ; 
Mr.  Heelis,  ten  trout;  Mr.  Mellor,  ten  trout ;  Mr. 
Carr,  twelve  trout ;  23rd,  Messrs.  Barnes  and  Rheam, 
twelve  trout. — D.  Fraser. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  demand  for  boats 
during  the  past  week  has  been  very  great,  and  a  large 
number  of  anglers  were  unable  to  be  accommodated. 
The  weather  has  now  become  broken,  though  rain  is 
still  greatly  needed  to  improve  the  water,  which  is  very 
clear.  Since  April  the  loch  has  subsided  fully  eighteen 
inches,  and  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  so  low  at  this 
season.  Very  satisfactory  sport  contimres  to  be  got. 
Fish  are  running  smaller,  and  barely  average  13oz. 
The  following  were  the  clubs  out,  with  the  first  prize 
basket  secured  in  each  ;— Dunfermline,  eighteen  trout, 
121b.  14oz.;  Clackmannan,  eleven  trout,  91b.  8oz. 
Dundee,  seventeen,  101b.  lOoz. ;  Edinburgh  Walton 
thirteen,  81b.  15oz. ;  Stirling,  thirteen,  91b.  13oz 
Amongst  private  anglers  out  were  the  following  :  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Laird,  Lonc^on  (five  days),  eighty-two  trout 
681b.  80Z.  ;  Mr.  W.  P.  Dunlop,  Sidney  (two  days),  thirty 


eight  trout  of  321b.;  Mr.  Nisbet,  London  (two  days),  forty- 

two  trout,  351b. ;  Mr.  Clark,  London  (two  days),  fifty  trout, 
311b.  80Z. ;  Mr.  Richards  and  Mr.  Humbert,  London 
(tw'o  days),  thirty-seven  trout,  291b.  ;  Mr.  Paul  and  Mr. 
Dewar,  Edinburgh,  twenty-nine  trout  of  231b.  ;  Mr. 

J.  A.  Millar,  Falkirk,  twenty-eight  of  241b.  8oz.;  Mr. 
Anderson  and  Mr.  M.  Brechin,  Glasgow,  thirty  trout, 
17ro. ;  Mr.  Perry,  Lenzie,  thirty-two  trout,  261b.  8oz. ; 

Mr.  Lefroy,  Warwickshire  (five  da^s),  sixty  trout,  oOlb.; 
Messrs.  Wilson  and  Spence,  Edinburgh,  t\TOnt3j-three 
trout  211b.  80Z.  ;  Messrs.  W.  and  G.  Ferrier,  Edinburgh, 
twenty-nine  trout,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Rigg  and  par^,  in  two 
boats,  twenty-five  trout,  271b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Dempster, 
Glasgow,  twenty-nine  trout,  231b.  4oz.  ;  Messrs. 
and  Briggs,  Perth,  twenty-four  trout,  231b. ;  Mr. 
Stevenson,  eighteen  trout,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Broderick,  Man- 
Chester,  thirteen  trout,  111b. :  Mr.  Calderhead,  lidin- 
burgh,  twenty  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Martin,  Edinburgh, 
nineteen  trout,  1.51b.;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arndean,  twenty- 
eight  trout.  211b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Smith,  Newcastle, 
two  days,  twenty-five  trout,  261b.  8oz. ;  Messrs.  Spencer 
and  Fogg-Elliot,  Northumberland,  in  two  hours,  five 
beauties  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Black,  Sheffield,  twenty  trout, 
181b.  •  Mr.  J.  H.  Douglas,  Whitehall,  twenty-three  trout, 
I'lb  ’l2oz. ;  Mr.  O’Hanlan,  Manchester,  fifteen  trout, 
131b'.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Campbell,  A  loa,  thirty-two  trout,  171b. ; 

Mr.  Peace,  Luscar,  Dunfermline,  twenty  trout,  Iblb. 
12oz. — Robert  B.  Laing. 

Lock  Rannoch,  N.B. —On  Monday,  May  22,  several 
boats  were  out  from  the  Bunrannoch  Hotel,  that  v^ll- 
known  and  most  charming  fisherman’s  resort.  The 
fishing  for  the  past  few  days  had  suffered  from  unsettled 
weather,  but  Monday  morning  broke  with  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  good  fishing  day.  A  steady  breeze  from  the 
west  gave  promise  of  good  sport.  Nor  was  the  early 
promise  belied  by  the  result  of  the  day’s  fishing. 
Baskets  of  one  to  three  dozen  per  rod  were  brought  in 
by  the  various  boats,  and  to  the  general  satisfac¬ 
tion  at  the  sport  obtained  was  added  the  pleasure  of 
a  fine  day,  and  the  magnificent  effects  of  cloud  and  sun¬ 
shine  on'the  rugged  mountains  that  encircle  this  pic¬ 
turesque  loch.  Nor  was  the  river  Tummel  without  its 
votaries,  well  filled  baskets  of  large  fish  being  shown 
as  the  result  of  the  day’s  sport.— Bunr.4.nnoch  Hotel. 

— Mr.  Alexander,  thirty-two  trout ;  Mr.  Martin  Mander, 
twelve  trout ;  Mr.  Farrar,  forty  trout ;  Mr.  Sydney 
Smith,  thirty-six  trout.— Tummel.— Mr.  H.  Grendon 
Tippett,  twelve  trout ;  Mr.  Theo.  Mander,  ten  trout.— 

H.  G.  T. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  Perthshire).— Kenmore, 
Loch  Tay,  on  the  17th,  reserve  water,  Capt.  Davidson 
caught  sixteen  trout.  91b.;  18th,  fishing  couple  of 

hours,  eight  trout,  41b.  On  the  i9th,  the  Aberfeldy 
Angling  Club  held  their  competition  by  the  kind  per¬ 
mission  of  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane.  Mr.  Bell  won 
the  first  prize,  Mr.  D.  McNaughton  second  prize,  Mr. 

J.  Haggart  and  Mr.  Cameron  tied  for  third  prize.  Mr. 
Alex.  Kobertson  caught  a  land-locked  salmon  4filb.  ; 
22nd,  on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  Leigh  caught  fourteen 
trout  441b. ;  Mr.  J.  Dodd,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Eskerley,  ten  trout, 
31b. — Knight. 

Rhicouich  Hotel. — May  15,  Major  Allanbey, 
Argyle,  No.  3,  sixty-fonr,  161b. ;  Capt.  Macrae,  Tain  ; 
I6th,  Capt.  Macrae,  Tain,  No.  2,  sixty-eight,  1641b. 
17th,  Capt.  Macrae,  Tain,  No.  3,  seventy-three,  191b. 
18th,  Capt.  Macrae,  Tain,  Cnmistegn,  nineteen,  91b. ; 
20th,  J.  W.  Smith,  Easain  Ghairba,  ten,  941b.  Above  is 
but  four  half  days’  fishing,  and  the  weather  not  so 
favourable  as  one  would  wish  ;  east  wind  and  bright 
sunshine.— Joseph  Smith. 

South  of  Scotland. — Fine  rains  have  fallen  since 
Sunday,  and  all  our  rivers  have  fully  two  feet  more 
water  running  over  the  weirs  to-day. — The  Nith  was 
in  flood  on  Saturday,  and  sinee  then  the  waters  have 
been  disturbed  with  thunder  showers.  It  is  reported 
from  the  different  stretches  in  the  lower  and  middle 
waters  that  a  fair  show  of  sea  trout  are  in  the  pools.— 
(Iallowat  Rivers.— No  report  of  sport  has  reached 
me  up  till  this  evening  from  the  Galloway  rivers.  The 
whole  of  the  different  waters  are  much  improved 
with  the  rains,  and  anglers  anticipate  that  trout 
will  begin  to  rise  as  soon  as  the  rivers  settle 
down.  From  a  few  of  the  district  locks  some 
good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  caught. 
On  Lotus  Losh  a  number  of  pike  were  destroyed  last 
Saturday,  and  it  is  intended  to  carry  on  the  war 
'  among  pike  until  they  are  thoroughly  routed  out.— The 
Annan.— There  is  little  improvement  in  this  river  as 
regards  angling.  Up  till  this  afternoon  the  w'aters  had 
not  settled  down.  No  floods  came  with  the  rainfalls, 
but  there  has  been  a  rise  of  fully  three  feet  in  the 
water.  The  rise  carried  large  shoals  of  old  kelt  s  ilmon 
down  to  the  firth  on  Sunday,  and  probably  there  are 
few,  if  any,  remaining  behind  now.  The  rise  of  water 
also  carried  down  the  salmon  fry  which  make  their 
annual  migration  in  May.  A  few  very  fine  sea-trout, 
weighing  up  to  31b.,  have  been  caught  at  the 
water-mill  dam  behind  the  mill-wheel,  with  worm 
bait.  One  angler  had  six  or  seven  for  the  week,  and  on 
Tuesday  he  lauded  two  quite  21b.  each.  Trout  caught 
here,  however,  do  not  represent  the  sport  in  the  river. 
On  the  Hoddom  Castle  portion  one  sea  trout  was  caught 
with  fly,  but  generally  there  is  not  much  improvement 
in  the  sport  as  a  whole,  on  any  section  of  the  Annan. 
-Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Rivers.- The  Ayrshire  Lochs 
still  keep  up  the  good  reputation  they  have  earned 
I  during  the  past  month,  and  many  capital  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  had  this  week,  especially  on 
1  Tuesday,  and  one  or  two  days  last  weekend.  Monday 
was  a  dead  calm,  and  little  was  done  through  the  day, 
which  was  also  very  bright  and  warm.  After  sun¬ 
set  a  few  trout  were  had  in  an  hour’s  fishing 
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and  among  those  who  were  successful  mention  may  be 

made  of  the  following  :  Mr.  John  Gemmell,  41b.  of  trout  ; 
Mr.  John  Williamson,  31b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  John  McCutcheon, 
31b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  James  McDonald,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Eobert 
Clement,  31b.  ;  Mr.  J.  McCutcheon  killed  one  trout, 
weighing  ISJoz.  ;  Mr.  D.  Timpany,  Liverpool,  landed 
three  dozen  fairly  nice  trout ;  Mr.  Eobert  McClement 
had  several  nice  ones  ;  Mr.  James  Gill  and  Mr.  John 
Clerk  had  21b.  15oz.  and  21b.  12oz.  respectively  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Goss,  Glasgow,  fished  three  days  on  Loch  Doon 
and  landed  ten  dozen  and  nine  trout.  Mr.  Timpany 
caught  on  another  outing  two  dozen  and  seven.  The 
same  angler  had  capital  sport  on  Loch  Finlas,  killing 
over  three  dozen.  Several  other  anglers  had  good  sport 
when  the  days  were  favourable,  one  angler  having 
over  five  dozen,  and  another  caught  six  dozen 
and  three.  The  rivers  have  come  into  better  ply 
within  the  past  day  or  two,  and  a  few  fair  baskets 
have  been  obtained  on  the  different  waters.  A  number 
of  Kilbirnie  and  other  Ayrshire  anglers  have  been  try¬ 
ing  their  luck  on  the  Upper  Clyde  waters,  and  fair 
sport  has  been  had  on  dull  days  with  fly  and  also  with 
worm  on  Stewart  tackle.  On  Monday  Mr.  Graham, 
Manchester,  was  successful  in  landing  on  Loch  Einlas 
two  dozen  and  eight.  The  weather  is  not  settled- 
looking  this  evening,  and  it  is  probable  we  will  have 
more  rain  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Salmon  are  reported 
to  be  scarce  in  the  Solway  nets,  but  sea  trout  have 
made  a  fair  show  for  the  season. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— Since  last  week’s  report  the 
river  remains  almost  unchanged,  if  anything,  lower  than 
ever.  Though,  at  the  present  moment,  the  sky  is  over¬ 
cast  with  heavily-laden  clouds,  and  it  may  be  that,  like 
this  time  last  year,  we  are  on  the  eve  of  the  long-looked- 
for  and  much-desired  flood.  As  is  usual  at  this  period, 
the  little  sport  that  is  being  had  is  confined  to  the 
reaches  between  Aberlour  and  up  to  and  including 
Tnlchan.  Between  the  latter  and  the  Ballindalloch 
waters  during  the  week  six  salmon  were  killed  by  Mr. 
A.  M.McCorquodale,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  McCorquodale,  one 
of  231b.  falling  to  the  rod  of  the  latter.  In  these  reaches 
there  are  some  fine  deep  rock  pools,  which  afford  the  fish 
excellent  shelter  in  weather  such  as  this.  The.y  will 
scarcely,  however,  look  at  a  fly.  On  the  Pitcroy 
water  Lord  Westmoreland  killed  one  of  lllb. 
From  the  adjoining  reaches  of  Carrow  and  Knock- 
ando,  only  three  fish  were  landed  during  the 
week,  viz.,  one  by  Mr.  John  Dallas,  fisherman  to  Sir 
William  Gordon-Cumming,  of  Altyre  ;  and  two  by  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  Knockando  House,  respectively.  On  the 
Fochabers  reaches  some  good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  got  recently,  while  on  the  Eothe.s  reaches  a  few 
trout  have  been  got  weighing  fib.  each.  The  net  fishing 
on  the  former  reaches  had  improved  a  little  last  week, 
but  of  course  very  much  behind  that  of  last  year.  Eod 
fishers  on  this  water  have  found  the  fine  fishing  pools  to 
be  very  much  interfered  with  by  the  winter’s  spates. 
To  show  the  marked  falling  off  in  sport  this  year  I  may 
say  that  on  the  reaches  first-mentioned  thirty-four 
salmon  of  an  average  weight  of  101b.  fell  to  the  rod  last 
year  in  place  of  ten  fish  this  year.  Nearly  thirty  salmon 
were  landed  with  the  net  on  one  of  the  Loch  Insh  fish¬ 
ings  some  ten  days  ago.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  low 
water  had  made  the  fish  push  up  through  the  many 
miles  of  fishing  reaches  for  this  loch,  where  they  have 
gathered  together.  This  morning  (Wednesday)  rain 
fell  heavily,  and  from  the  appearance  of  the  hill  burns 
to-day  it  seems  to  have  been  general.  It  has  not  had 
any  effect  on  the  rivers  yet. — .1.  M. 

Tweed  (Eelso). — Although  the  past  week  has  given 
us  a  lot  of  broken  weather,  and  rain  having  also  fallen 
copiously,  the  state  of  the  rivers  in  the  Border  land  do 
not  show  any  material  improvement,  so  far  as  angling 
prospects  are  concerned.  The  weather  at  the  time  of 
writing  (Thursday)  is  genial  and  mild,  just  suited  to 
trout  fishing,  but  the  conditions  of  the  streams  are 
most  unfavourable.  Both  the  Tweed  and  'Teviot  have 
risen  some  six  or  eight  inches  during  the  last  week,  but 
that  only  made  matters  rather  worse  than  better  at  the 
time  by  causing  the  deleterious  matter  that  had  accumu¬ 
lated  in  the  beds  of  the  rivers  to  rise  to  the  surface, 
without  clearing  it  away.  Salmon  and  sea-trout,  kelts, 
and  smolts,  however,  are  now  well  away  up  the  river, 

A  4ft.  or  5ft.  flood  will  be  required  to  set  things  right 
for  the  season.  The  takes  of  trout  are  light,  as  a  rule, 
but  a  few  nice  trout  are  killed  after  dusk  on  suitable 
evenings.  On  the  Jed  recently  a  fish  weighing  3jlb. 
was  killed,  but  it  puzzled  anglers  who  saw  it  to  say 
what  it  was,  as  it  had  the  markings  of  neither  a  river 
nor  a  sea-trout.  Early  on  Monday  morning,  Mr.  James 
Brown,  fishing  the  Eden,  caught  a  fine  trout  weighing 
lib.,  and  he  had  also  other  six  averaging  Jib.  each.  On 
Tuesday  the  same  angler,  fishing  on  the  Leet,  in 
Berwickshire,  below  the  village  of  Leitholm,  had  a  fine 
basket  of  SJlb.— a  splendid  capture  for  this  stream — 
and  the  heaviest  six  of  which  drew  the  scale  at  31b. 
The  takes  at  present  got  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  run 
to  about  21b.  and  .31b.  On  the  Sala,  an  angler,  fishing 
from  Galeshiels  up  to  Bewland  and  back,  killed  9Jlb.  of 
trout  with  the  May-fly.  A  flood  is  also  required  to 
improve  the  net  salmon  fishings,  which  are  now  pretty 
bad,  although  prices  are  not  high.  Both  salmon  and 
trout  are  scarce,  and  sell  at — salmon  Is.  lid.  per  lb., 
trout  Is.  lOd.,  as  compared  with  Is.  8d.  and  23.  respec¬ 
tively  at  the  same  period  last  season. — Maxwheel. 

_  'Whitadder  (Ellem  Cottag'e). — 18th  May,  Mr. 
Stead,  sixteen  trout ;  on  the  19th,  eighty  trout  (weighing 
18|lb.) ;  Mr.  Odin  Eosevinge,  ten  trout;  20th,  Mr. 
Eosevinge,  eleven  trout  (weighing  4Hb.) ;  Mr.  Steed, 
thirty-two  trout  (weighing  7Jlb.) ;  22Qd,  Mr.  Steed, 
lllb.;  Mr.  Percy  Clark,  Wigan,  3jlb.  ;  Colonel  Eiddell, 
London,  41b. ;  23rd,  Mr.  Clark  was  the  only  gentleman 


out.  He  fished  for  two  hours  at  Greenhope,  and  had 
twelve  good  trout.  The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled 
and  severe  thunderstorms  passed  over  the  district  on 
Sunday  afternoon. — E.  J.  Fenton. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — Despite  a  succession  of  showers,  the 
water  is  yet  very  low  and  clear.  In  the  evening  an 
odd  trout  is  killed  on  the  pools,  the  most  successful 
anglers  being  Mr.  E.  Campbell,  Mr.  W.  McCord,  Mr.  J. 
Brown,  while  fonr  correspondents  also  had  a  few  trout 
and  pike.  Enormous  numbers  of  the  latter  were  killed 
since  the  drought  set  in.  While  working  a  phantom 
over  the  “turn-hole”  near  Anstrea,  on  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing  about  five  o’clock,  a  lO-pounder  rose,  and  aftera  few 
short  runs  broke  away,  taking  the  phantom  with  him, 
but  before  that  I  had  the  pleasure  of  bagging  fonr  of 
his  comrades.  At  time  of  writing  it  looks  like  more 
rain. 

Ballyshannoil. — Salmon  are  showing  below  the 
bridge,  on  the  Erne.  Eain  is  falling,  and  if  there  should 
come  a  fresh,  grilse  will  run  the  Bun-Drowse  into  Lough 
Melvin. — Innis-Owen. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone). — The  water  remains 
low  and  pellucid,  although  there  has  been  some  showers. 
None  but  the  more  expert  trout  anglers  had  any  sport 
this  week,  the  fish  being  very  shy.  On  the  Benburb 
pools  last  Friday  evening  Mr.  John  Miles  killed  a  brace, 
2Jlb.  and  IJlb.  each,  and  the  previous  Tuesday  he  killed 
one,  3ilb.  On  Mr.  Bruce’s  preserves  latterly  the  keeper 
killed  fifty.four  pikes. — J.  A.  B. 

Carlisle  Arms  Hotel  (Cong).— Last  week  Mr. 
Tryon  had  very  good  sport  on  Lough  Corrib,  getting 
good  baskets  of  brown  trout,  including  one  beautiful 
fish  weighing  101b.  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  O’Neil  Power 
had  fair  sport  on  Lough  Mask.  Should  the  present 
weather  continue  it  will  improve  the  fishing  consider¬ 
ably. — E.  Burke. 

Croom  Hotel  (co.  Limerick).— The  rivers  Megul, 
Comogne,  and  Morning  Star,  also  Tory  Hill  Lake  and 
Lough  Gur.  For  some  time  past  the  fishing  on  the 
above  rivers  was  rather  limited,  owing  to  the  great 
drought  and  low  water.  But  the  long-looked-for  rain 
has  at  last  made  its  appearance.  It  commenced  here  on 
the  17th  inst.,  and  ever  since  the  weather  has  been 
broken.  The  rivers  have  increased,  the  water  becoming 
a  nice  beery  colour.  For  the  past  few  days  trout  are 
taking  freely,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  captured 
on  the  Megul.  The  evening  and  night  fishing  on  this 
river  is  now  really  good,  and  as  a  rule  continues  so  for 
the  coming  three  months.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Marlow,  had  a 
real  good  day’s  pike  fishing  on  ’Tory  Hill  Lake,  having 
landed  ten  beside  a  number  of  perch.  This  lake  is  only 
twenty  minutes’  walk  from  the  Croom  Hotel. 

Erne  and  Lough  Melvin.— Since  last  report  rain 
has  fallen  at  frequent  intervals,  and  sport  is  much 
improved,  particularly  Lough  Erne,  where  splendid 
sport  is  being  had  with  the  May-fly ;  several  good  baskets 
being  taken  during  the  past  week.  The  Eiver  Erne  is 
now  becoming  fairly  well  stocked  with  salmon,  but  as 
there  is  only  one  angler  on  it  yet,  and  as  the  river  is 
a  good  deal  discoloured  from  recent  rains,  but  little 
is  being  done  with  salmon,  but  trout  fishing  on  it  is  first 
class.  Although  the  weather  was  all  that  could  be 
desired,  sisort  on  Melvin  during  the  past  week,  either 
with  salmon  or  trout,  was  very  poor.— M.  Eogan  and 
Sons. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Michael  Brennan  has  had  two  salmon  since  last  report, 
15Jlb.  and  9Jlb.  The  brown  trout  fishing  has  been  good, 
and  several  baskets  of  a  dozen  and  over  have  been  had 
daily.  The  heaviest  trout  of  this  description  taken 
during  the  week  weighed  71b.  White  trout  are  now 
taking  more  freely,  especially  in  Coffey’s  Bay  and 
neighbourhood.  On  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday, 

J.  Leary,  D.  Leary,  Ned  Dennehy,  D.  Dwyer,  M. 
Brennan,  and  a  few  others  had  baskets  of  white  trout 
varying  from  five  to  a  dozen.  Several  of  these  trout 
weighed  31b.,  and  none  weighed  less  than  IJlb.  White 
trout  are  coming  up  in  large  shoals,  and  a  good  season 
is  looked  forward  to.  White  trout  angling  is  now 
becoming  general. — Thos.  J.  Dennehy. 

Moy  and  Lakes  Ballina.— Since  last  report  river 
and  loughs  have  risen,  and  rain  still  continues  to  fall, 
which  will  soon  bring  the  waters  to  a  good  height.  The 
number  of  grilse  in  the  river  has  increased  since  the 
fresh  water  came  down,  and  are  pushing  their  way  fast 
to  the  upper  waters.  A  few  good  salmon  were  taken 
last  week,  ranging  from  91b.  to  13Jlb,,  by  Mr.  Burchell, 
Mr.  Boord,  Mr.  Tonk,  Mr.  McEeady,  and  the  right  hon. 
Samuel  Walker.  Trout  fishers  are  doing  well  on  the 
loughs  since  the  change  of  weather,  and  some  very  fair 
baskets  of  fish  are  obtained  daily.  The  largest  trout 
taken  with  fly  that  I  have  heard  of  were  two  by  Col. 
Eogers,  weighing  41b.  and  4ilb. ,  and  one  by  Mr.  Burchell, 
weighing  41b. — Frank  Hearns. 

Owenea,  Ardara  (co.  Donegal). — The  rain  towards 
the  close  of  last  week  and  since  has  put  this  stream 
into  pretty  good  trim.  On  Saturday  a  couple  of  salmon, 

I  hear,  were  killed  on  the  lower  reaches.  These  are  the 
first  of  the  season  on  this  portion  of  the  river.  I  hear 
that  plenty  of  salmon  and  trout  are  awaiting  further 
floods  to  run  up,  when  sport  should  be  good. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — There 
has  been  some  grand  sport  on  the  lake  this  week,  but 
the  weather  has  turned  out  very  wild  and  wet,  which  is 
rather  against  us.  The  wind  is  very  strong  to-day,  and 
I  fear  it  will  be  impossible  to  do  any  fishing.  May  18, 
Mr.  D’Arcy  Hutton,  Fermoy,  killed  ten  trout,  some  of 


which  weighed  31b.,  2.11b.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  &c. ;  19th,  six 
trout,  ranging  in  weight  from  IJlb.  to  U(lb.  ;  IGth,  Mr. 
E.  Dunscombe  and  Mr.  E.  Pike,  Cork,  landed  eight 
trout,  171b.,  one  a  gillaroo  of  IJlb.  :  18th,  eleven,  231b  ; 
19th,  eleven,  191b.,  largest  3Jlb.  :  20th,  five,  91b.  ;  20tb, 
eight,  lOlb.,  largest  a  gillaroo,  4?lb ;  18th,  Mr.  Wilson- 
Fitzgerald,  Chacombe,  Bunbury,  and  Col.  Wilson, 
Limerick  Garrison,  six,  one  51b.,  three  41b.  each,  one  1  ilb., 
two  I  jlb.  each  ;  20th,  seven  trout  8Jlb.  ;  21st,  Mr.  Walter 
Maudesley,  Mrs.  Maudesley,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Maudesley, 
London,  sixteen  trout,  2()lb.,  largest  3|lb.  ;  22nd,  same 
party  seven  trout,  largest  31b.  ;  21st,  Mr.  Dean, 
Limerick,  eight  101b.,  largest  41b.  ;  22nd,  fonr,  01b.;  Mr. 
Harold  Ellis,  Guildford,  Surrey,  killed  several  creels 
of  trout,  amongst  which  were  3-pounders,  &c.  Mr.  E. 
Collins,  Eoyal  Berkshire  Eegiment,  Portland,  also  got 
sonie  fine  trout ;  Capt.  Gubbins,  E.  A.,  Mr.  Gubbins,  and 
Miss  Gubbins,  co.  Cork,  have  likewise  basketed  a  good 
many  very  handsome  trout ;  Mr.  F.  Fremlin  and  Mr.  Ken- 
nard,  London,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Mackay,  Stamford 
Hill,  London,  have  also  accounted  for  some  nice  dishes  of 
trout.  The  green  drake  are  still  rising  on  the  lake.  In 
consequence  of  the  low  water  in  the  river,  salmon 
fishing  has  not  been  good  this  week.  May  20,  Mr.  W. 
Young,  on  his  preserves,  killed  one  salmon,  251b.  ;  21st, 
J.  Johnson  and  W.  Ives,  one  .salmon,  211b. ;  22nd,  same 
rods,  one  grilse,  121b.,  and  one  grilse  the  previous  day 
81b. ;  23rd,  W.  Malone,  one  salmon,  lllb.  We  expect 
that  the  grilse  season  just  commenced  will  be  a  very 
good  one. — S.  J.  Hureey. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Eain  has  fallen  to  a 
large  extent,  and  the  river  has  shown  an  increase  of 
water.  Sport  has  been  better,  and  as  the  wet  weather 
seems  likely  to  continue  there  should  bo  further 
improvement  in  the  reports.  Mr.  H.  Hodge’s  men  got 
on  Doonass,  17th,  one  salmon,  171b.  ;  18th,  one  salmon, 
131b.  ;  19th,  one  salmon,  121b.  Mr.  A.  W.  Cox  killed  on 
Newgarden,  19th,  one  salmon,  101b.  ;  22nd,  one  salmon, 
l-51b.,  and  on  Woodlands,  18th,  one  salmon,  231b.  ;  23rd, 
one  salmon,  101b.  On  Hermitage  Lord  Massy  got,  10th, 
one  salmon,  181b.  ;  Mrs.  T.  Ingham,  on  Summerhill  and 
De  Burgho,  got,  20th,  one  salmon,  71b ;  Capt.  Vansittart 
on  Worldsend,  10th,  one  salmon,  91b. — John  Enright 
AND  Son. 


Carlisle  Otter  Hounds.- During  the  latter  part 
of  last  week  this  famous  pack  bad  an  unsuccessful  run 
up  the  Lowtber,  in  the  Penrith  district,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Mounsey-Heysham.  Tom  Parker, 
the  huntsman,  took  the  pack  to  Haweswater  foot,  but, 
being  unable  to  obtain  a  drag,  the  hounds  were  brought 
to  their  temporary  lodgings  at  the  hospitable  hostlery  of 
Mr.  Crabtree,  the  Bee  Hive  Inn.  Eenewing  operations 
on  Friday  in  the  Eamont,  the  pack,  which  numbered 
eleven  couples,  were  followed  by  Earl  Lewis,  Lord 
Eldon,  Dr.  Preston,  Dr.  Haswell,  Mr.  Crosthwaite,  of 
Windermere,  Eev.  J.  Leigh,  Eev.  T.  0,  Crosse,  &o. 
Punctually  at  6  o’clock  Tom  Parker  sounded  the  grand 
“tally  hoi”  at  Eamont  Bridge.  The  news  soon  spread 
that  a  couple  of  fine  otters  had  been  seen  near  Brougham 
Bridge,  consequently  the  hunt  took  that  direction.  On 
reaching  the  far  famed  Honey  Pot  a  chorus  of  genuine 
hound  music  rang  through  the  woods,  and  a  drag  was 
followed  to  Dalemain.  A  fine  otter  soon  made  its 
appearance,  and,  making  across  the  field  towards  the 
river,  a  grand  chase  ensued.  Euby  was  close  to  the 
game,  but  Tinkley  collared  the  otter  right  in  front  of 
the  hound,  which  was  soon  dispatched — a  fine  dog, 
weighing  about  151b.  The  pack  intend  paying  the 
district  another  visit  shortly,  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Earl  of  Londsdale,  who  is  a  great  admirer  of  the  sport, 
and  annually  entertains  the  hunters  right  royally. — G. 

Avon  and  Erme  Fishery  District.  —  Trout 
fishing  in  the  Eivers  Avon  and  Erme  commenced  on 
March  1,  and  terminates  on  September  30.  Salmon 
fishing,  with  rod  and  line,  commences  in  the  Eiver 
Avon  on  May  2,  and  in  the  Eiver  Erme  on  April  5,  and 
terminates  in  both  rivers  on  Nov.  29.  The  charge  for 
licences  is:  For  salmon,  whole  season,  20s.  each;  for 
trout,  whole  season,  lOs.  each ;  for  trout,  one  week,  Ss. 
each  ;  for  trout,  one  day,  2s.  each.  A  salmon  licence 
covers  trout  fishing.  Any  person  found  fishing  in  any 
waters  in  this  district  without  having  previously  ob¬ 
tained  a  licence  will  be  prosecnted.  Licences  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Stanford  Perrott,  Fore-street,  Kings- 
bridge ;  Messrs.  Jeffery  and  Son,  12,  George-street, 
Plymouth  ;  Messrs.  Hoarder  and  Son,  195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Thomas,  saddler,  Ivybridge ; 
Messrs.  C.  and  E.  Brooks,  10,  Edgecombe-street,  Stone- 
house  ;  Mrs.  Peathyjohns,  Avon  Hotel,  Avonwick ;  Mr. 
Eoseveare,  The  Hotel,  Kingsbridge-road  Station  ;  Mr. 
John  Ford,  boot  and  shoe  maker,  Ermington ;  Mr. 
William  Arscott,  Eoyal  Oak  Hotel,  South  Brent;  Mr. 
W.  Davies,  Pack  Horse  Hotel,  South  Brent ;  Mr.  A. 
Peachy,  Carew  Arms,  South  Brent  ;  Mr.  Henry  Bundle, 
Turk’s  Head,  Loddiswell ;  Mrs.  C.  Horswill,  Sun  Inn, 
Diptford ;  Messrs.  Lakeman  and  Son,  Stamp  Oflfico, 
Modbury,  or  of  the  clerk  of  the  conservators,  Mr. 
Wm.  Beer,  solicitor,  Kingsbridge.  Persons  wishing  to 
exchange  season  trout  licences  for  salmon  licences 
may  be  credited  with  the  amount  paid  in  respect  of  the 
trout  licence.  No  fishing  is  allowed  with  minnow,  or 
with  any  artificial  bait  except  fly,  until  after  July  31, 
nor  with  worm  until  after  May  10.  All  fish  taken  below 
Shipley  Bridge,  on  the  Avon,  and  Harford  Bridge,  on 
the  Erme,  not  exceeding  7in.  in  length,  are  to  be  put 
back  into  the  water.  Fishing  on  Sundays  is  prohibited. 
The  water  bailiffs  have  orders  to  report  any  infraction 
of  these  rules  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Board.  Agents  are 
requested  to  fill  in  the  dates  and  names,  and  sign  each 
licence  before  issuing  the  same. — By  Order  of  the  Board 
William  Beer,  clerk. 
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The] first  of  the  Polytechnic  Trips  for  the  World’s 
Fair,  at  Chicago,  arrived  in  New  York  on  Friday 
afternoon  last.  These  trips  will  be  continued  every 
week  up  to  August  5.  The  parties  travel  by  the  Guion 
Lino  from  Liverpool  every  fortnight,  and  from  South¬ 
ampton  every  Friday  and  Saturday,  by  the  Inman  and 
Ilambnrg-American  Lines.  A  few  vacancies  still  remain. 
Full  detailed  prospectus  can  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  Secretary,  the  Polytechnic,  309,  Regent-street,  W. 

British  Section  Catalogue  of  the  Chicago 
Exhibition  (from  The  New  York  Tribune). — “  R.  B. 
Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  contributes  to 
the  catalogue  a  delightful  chapter  on  angling.  He 
expresses  the  pleasure  which  an  Englishman  experiences 
in  watching  the  progress  and  development  of  field  sports 
in  America,  and  particularly  the  strong  and  universal 
hold  which  the  sport  of  angling  has  in  the  effections  of 
the  American  people.  ‘  Hanging  on  the  walls  of  my 
fishing  library,’  he  says,  ‘  are  fine  old  contemporary 
engravings  of  two  noted  anglers — one  was  the  saviour  of 
the  Old  World,  the  other  of  the  new — Nelson  and 
Washington.’  Then  Mr.  Marston  pays  a  delightful 
tribute  to  some  of  his  contemporaries  by  adding :  ‘  A 
matter  of  congratulation  to  us  anglers,  also,  is  it  that 
the  present  twice-elected  President  of  the  United  States 
is  an  enthusiastic  angler,  as  is  also  his  charming  wife.’ 
This  is  a  pleasing  allusion  to  Mrs.  Cleveland,  though 
many  of  the  citizens  of  this  country  have  not  been  kept 
fully  informed  as  to  her  accomplishments  in  the  line  of 
angling.  Mr.  Marston  further  along  touches  us  up 


under  the  ribs  a  little  on  economic  questions,  and  at  the 
I  same  time  pays  a  tribute  to  some  of  his  liberal-minded 
countrymen  by  adding  :  ‘  All  honour  to  the  few  British 
■  firms  who,  in  the  face  of  adverse  tariffs,  have  had  the 
courage  to  compete  at  Chicago.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
the  heavy  duty  which  handicaps  so  severely  our  manu¬ 
facturers  of  fishing  tackle,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  they 
would  long  ago  have  been  found  competing  with  even 
the  best  makers  of  America.’  Here  is  another  honest 
confession  on  the  part  of  an  Englishman  regarding  the 
effects  of  a  protective  tariff  in  favour  of  Americans — 
but  then  nobody  wants  to  go  into  that  at  this  particular 
time,  and  in  the  face  of  so  much  good  will  as  is  mani- 
,  fested  by  Englishmen  generally  in  the  great  exhibition. 
Mr.  Marston  suggests  that  it  would  be  interesting  if  a 
match  could  be  arranged  at  the  World’s  Fair  between 
English  experts  in  the  ‘  Nottingham’  style  of  casting  a 
bait  from  the  reel  and  American  experts  in  the  American 
style,  under  conditions  fair  to  both  sides,  looking  to 
peculiarities  of  the  respective  methods.” 

The  Pollution  of  the  BLACKWATEE.--At  the 
Winchester  County  Council  on  Monday  last  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  in  their  report,  stated  that  the 
alleged  pollution  of  the  River  Blackwater  by  sewage 
from  Aldershot  had  been  fully  considered,  and  that 
from  information  received  they  were  of  opinion  that 
sewage  matter  had  been  and  was  largely  being  discharged 
into  the  river  from  the  works  of  the  Local  Board,  and 
recommended  that  the  board  be  communicated  with  as 
to  the  preventing  of  the  pollution,  and  to  inquire  if  any 


and  what  steps  had  been  taken  to  abate  the  nuisance. 
The  report  was  adopted.  At  the  same  council  meeting 
the  chairman  moved  that  Mr.  F.  M.  E.  Jervoise,  of 
Herriard  Park,  who  has  fishing  upon  the  Avon,  be 
appointed  to  the  vacancy  in  the  Avon  and  Stour  Fishery 
District  of  Conservators.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  a 
letter  from  Oversley,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Black- 
water  river,  was  referred  to  the  General  Purposes  Com¬ 
mittee.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  some  of  the  trout 
poaching  fraternity  have  received  a  wholesome  check, 
for  I  notice  that  at  the  Winchester  County  Bench 
William  Light  and  Henry  Smith  were  summoned  for 
taking  fish  otherwise  than  by  angling.  I  give  the 
report  of  the  case  fully,  as  it  may  act  as  a  detriment  to 
local  poachers,  and  there  are  many  about.  P.C.  Viney 
said  he  was  on  the  highway  leading  from  Twy ford  to 
Winchester,  and  saw  both  the  defendants  in  the  Barge 
river  apparently  driving  fish.  They  caught  sight  of 
witness,  and  came  out  of  the  water.  On  searching  the 
men  he  found  on  Light  a  trout  weighing  lib.  12oz.,  and  a 
carving  fork  used  for  spearing  the  fish.  When  he 
served  the  summonses  Light  said,  “  We  get  a  summons 
now  for  taking  a  fish  out  of  the  water.”  Smith  told 
the  Bench  “  he  had  been  down  that  way  for  a  walk,” 
and  accidentally  met  Light,  but  denied  that  he  himself 
was  in  the  water.  Smith  had  not  been  before  the  Bench 
until  now,  but  there  was  a  conviction  against  Light. 
Smith  was  fined  Ss.  and  6s.  fid.  costs,  and  allowed  a 
fortnight  to  pay  ;  Light  was  fined  10s.  and  6s.  fid.  costs, 
or  fourteen  days. 


STRATHPEFFER  SPA, 

ROSS-SHIRE. 

(Only  35  minutes  by  rail  from  Inverness.) 

BEN-WYYIS 

Charmingly  situated,  and  commanding  extensive 
and  magnificent  views  of  sylvan  and  mountain 
scenery. 

SPACIOUS  TENNIS  and  BOWLING 
GREENS,  &o. 

(Near  to  Golf  Course.) 

Superior  Salmon  Angling  on  the  well- 
known  Blackwater,  and  Excellent 
Trout  Fishing,  Free. 

Apply  The  Manager. 


FREE  SALMON,  TROUT  and  PIKE  FISHING, 

On  IiOTTOHS  COHIT  and  CT7I.Z.E17. 

Good  Accommodation  for  Anglers. 
Close  to  Loughs;  Boats  and  Men  always  Beady. 

Cars  to  and  from  Station  Free  of  Charge. 

For  Terms  and  full  Particulars  apply 
to—  P.  KELLY, 

Scotchford  Lodge,  Lough  Conn, 
_ Ballina,  Co.  Mayo. 

OTICE. — Tourists  about  to  visit  Ballina  would 
do  well  to  consult  the  undersigned  in  the  first 
Instance,  as  he  is  in  a  position  to  SUPPLY  FIRST 
CLASS  BOATS  and  ATTENDANCE,  toirether  with  best 
Flics  of  his  own  manufacture,  suitable  for  either  lake 
or  river,  on  the  most  moderate  terms. — Applications  by 
post  punctually  attended  to.— Note  address,  JOHN 
DEVBRS,  Professional  Rod  and  Gun  Sportsman, 
Ballina.  Co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 

FREE  SALMON  and  GRILSE, 

Sea  &  Brown  Trout,  large  Pike,  on  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen.  Comfortable  Accom¬ 
modation  to  be  had  at  Jas.  Madden’s, 
within  two  minutes’  walk  of  the  Lough. 
— For  reliable  information  apply  to  Jim 
Hearns,  Professional  Fisherman,  Ballina, 
Co.  Mayo,  Ireland,  as  to  state  of  water 
and  run  of  fish,  and  best  time  to  come. 


Price  28.  6L  ;  post  free,  28.  9J. 

rmiEZ  ARor  of  angx^ing. 

By  CHARLES  BOWLKER,  of  LUDLOW, 
rcmtalniny  List  of  Fll  s.  Directions  for  Fly-Fishing, 
Trolling,  Making  Artifici^  Flies,  Ac.,  with  a  List  of  the 
tuost  celebrated  Fishing  Stations  in  North  Wales,  and 
ooloured  Plate  of  Flies.  On‘>oft*  >  best  books  extant  on 
tne"Gentle  Art.”  G.WOOL’jS^  Bookseller, LUDLOW 


FISHING. 

Good  fishing  to  be  let  on  I 
NORWEGIAN  RIVERS,  within  I 
easy  reach  of  Bergen.  Picturesque  sur-  j 
roundings.  Good  accommodation  at 
Hotels.  Good  sport  and  moderate  rentals. 
— Apply  Wilson  and  Armstrong,  Mari¬ 
time  Buildings,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

GOOD  FISHING 

(SALMON  and  TROUT) 

ANTED  for  next  August  and  first 
’  '  half  of  September  ;  north-west 
coast  of  the  Highlands  preferred. 

Apply  to 

Rev.  L.  Sanderson,  Elstree,  Herts. 


J.  BURROW, 
DEALER  IN  FISHING  TACKLE,  j 
116,  FISHERGATE,  PRESTON,  i 

Illustrated  Price  List  of  Pishing  Rods, 
Reels  &  Tackle  sent  Free  on  Application. 

David  muhbay,  peactical  gun  and 
FISHING  TACKLE  MAKEB,  42,  St. 
David-street,  Brechin,  N.B. 

Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods  at  all 
prices,  also  Heels,  Lines,  Cast  Lines,  Flies,  Tackle 
Books,  Creels,  Fi.shing  Bags,  Gaffs,  Landing 
Nets,  &c.,  &c. 

Wading  Trousers,  Stockings,  and  Boots. 

Famed  Fly  Casts  and  Flies  for  Tay,  North  Esk, 
South  Esk,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Forfarshire. 
Special  Tay  and  Loch  Leven  Flies  and  Casts. 

All  information  as  to  Shooting  and  Fishing  of 
the  district  gladly  supplied. 

CATALOGUE  OF 
SECONDHAND  BOOKS 

And  Remainders  of  New  Books  of 
Travel,  Sport,  &c. 

No.  90  for  May,  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  post 
free. 

William  Potter,  30,  Exchange-street  East 
Lirerpool. 


Rabbit,  Sheep,  and  Fishing  Netting ;  Roofing  Felts, 
Tarpaulings ;  Fancy  Horse  Suitings,  Loin  Cloths,  Driving 
Aprons,  Driving  Bands,  &c.  Send  for  Ulustrated  Cata¬ 
logue  and  samples  (post  free)  to  ANDREW  Potter, 
Melbourne  Works,  Wolverhampton,  and  London  Works, 
Reading.  Maker  toH.M.  the  Queen  and  H.R.H.  the 
Prlrce  of  Wales.  Awarded  10  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


Regd.  No.  SOMETHING  NEW.  1^4.743 

The  ”  PERFECT”  flat  BEND  HOOK,  designed 
specially  to  avoid  the  tearing  away  of  the  hook 
from  tender-mouthed  fish,  such  as  grayling,  roach, 
dace.  &c.  When  struck,  and  the  hook  barbed,  the 
chances  of  losing  a  fish  are  reduced  to  a  miuimum. 

Price,  cash  with  order  (tied  to  fine  gut,  and  looped 
for  attaching  to  the  trace),  Is.  per  dcz.,  post  free ;  2  doz. 
and  upwards  at  lOd.  doz:  A  sample  hook  will  be  sent 
to  anyone  sending  a  stamped  envelope  for  same. 

Address:  JOHN  C.  PERFECT. 

204  &  205,  Station  Street,  Burton-on-Trent. 


TME-HLKER’S 

Pure  Silk  Twisted  &  Plaited  Lines. 

Plaited  Roach  ...  Is.  8d.^ 

4^:  yards. 

Salmon...  48.10d.) 

Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples. 

Best  Nottingham  Lob-worms,  3s.  per  1000. 
Wholesale  dealer  in  Marsh-worms,  small  Beds, 
Minnows,  and  Cadbaits. 

THEAKER,  10,  Canal-st.,  Nottingham. 


bg  iuftioit. 

TUESDAY  NEXT. 

Stock  of  Fishing  Tackie. 

ly/TR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  will  SELL  by 
AUCTION,  at  his  Great  Rooms, 
38,  King-street,  Covent  Garden,  on  Tues¬ 
day  next,  May  30,  at  Half-past  Twelve  pre¬ 
cisely,  the  Stock  of  FISHING  TACKLE, 
comprising  a  large  quantity  of  weU-made 
Rods,  Hooks,  Nets,  Lines,  and  an  immense 
number  of  Bamboo  Canes,  Sticks,  &c.,  for 
rod-making ;  the  property  of  the  late  Mr. 
E.  Davis. 

On  view  the  day  prior,  10  till  5,  and 
morning  of  sale,  and  catalogues  had. 


THE  BROADS,  NORFOLK. 

Wherry-Yachts  for  Parties  wishing  to 
visit  and  fish  on  the  Norfolk  Broads, 
having  Ladies’  and  Gentlemen’s  cabins. 
For  particulars  apply 

PR£:ss  Sc 

North  Walsham,  Norfolk. 


aiSiUJUSTIdSTE 

For  Dry  Feet  &  Boot  Comfort. 

1$  much  used  by  Sportsmen,  Shore  Waders, 
Farmers,  Gardeners,  and  Ladies. 

Sold  by  Nurserymen  and  Oilmen^  with  test!* 
menials  and  directions  for  use.  In  boxes,  6d. 
and  Is.  each.  Wholesale  by 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited  London. 


THE 

GERMAN  FISHING  GAZETTE 

A  WEEKLY. 

la  publlahed  at  Stettin  (Germany),  by  Hekeceb 
&  Lebklins.  Devoted  to  Angling,  Commercial 
Fishing,  Fish  Trade,  Fish  Culture,  and  Aquaria. 

Sample  copies  free  and  post  paid.  Annual 
subscription,  post  free.  12  marks  (12  shillings). 


Now  Ready,  sent  carriage  paid  to  any  address  in  the  United  Kingdom,  for  Fifteen  Shillings, 


A  PORTFOLIO  OF  PERIANENT  REPRODUCTIONS  OF  JEN  FISR  PICTURES, 

From  Paintings  by  the  late  celebrated  Fish  Painter, 


CONTENTS : 

Plate  l.-THE  GAME  FISH  OF  GREAT  i 

Plate 

IV.-NOT  CAUGHT  YET. 

Plate  VIII. -THE 

ANGLER’S  REST. 

BRITAIN. 

V.-THREATENED  WAR. 

•  t 

IX.-THE 

FIRST  LESSON. 

ll.-KEY  TO  DITTO. 

t$ 

VI.-HOMEWARD  BOUND. 

»> 

X.-A  LEAP  FOR  LIBERTY. 

..  III.-IN  A  FIX. 

VII.-FOUL  PLAY. 

XI.-THE 

POACHER. 

“  A  oEiarming  addition  to  the  Angler’s  Library  and  the  Club  Room.” — Fishing  Qasette. 

“  The  reproductions,  simply  framed,  make  an  excellent  set  of  wall  fruit  for  a  country  house,  smoking-room,  or  angler’s  private  den.” — The  Field 
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THE  SEASON  AND  FISHING  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

OBSERVATIONS  THEREON. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


Ui’  to  date  the  trout  fishing  in  Scotland  this 
year,  to  speak  of  it  in  an  all-round  sense,  has, 
except  on  the  lochs  which  are  considered,  early, 
been  a  good  deal  under  the  usual  standard  of 
quality.  Nor  is  this  cause  for  any  wonder,  since 
everyone  who  takes  an  interest  in  trouting  must 
perfectly  well  know  why.  Most  genial  weather 
very  early  “  advented,”  and  as  a  consequence  of 
this,  the  larger  and  earlier  lochs  of  the  lower  and 
better  sheltered  districts,  fished  really  well  for 
a  considerable  time,  but  latterly,  and  arising 
principally  from  the  continuance  of  the  extreme 
drought,  the  keenness  of  the  trout  in  them  for 
taking  has  become  sensibly,  and  from  the  angler’s 
point  of  view,  prejudicially  impaired.  What,  for 
such  fishings  (as  for  most  others) ,  is  now  more 
than  ever  required,  is  a  drastic  change  of  weather 
conditions,  a  regular  downpour  of  rain  for  a  tew 
days  with  softer  w'eather  to  follow  it,  and  this, 


even  though  it  might  for  the  time  operate  against 
the  fishing,  would  be  bound  to  eventually 
improve  it,  and  soon  on  many  of  the  lochs  now 
pretty  stale  bring  it  up  to  something  like  what  it 
was  a  mouth  or  so  ago. 

Owing  to  the  water  being  so  low,  so  clear,  and 
so  much  above  normal  temperature,  the  trout  very 
early  took  to  the  hard  run  streams  and  rapids  of 
the  crack  early  rivers,  such  as  Don  and  Deveron, 
and  although  when  the  weather  suited — -whieh, 
bad  luck,  it  precious  seldom  did — they  gave  good 
sport,  and  besides  were  found  to  be  better  forward 
in  condition  than  their  usual  for  the  early  season, 
they  yet  were  never  right  keen  on  the  take,  and 
having  much  sooner  than  is  their  wont  become 
extremely  shy  it  was  found,  even  before  the 
season  that  is  reckoned  best  for  them  was  half 
done,  that  they  could  only  be  got  with  the  tiniest 
of  midge  flies.  Matters  have  worked  from  bad  to 
worse,  to  ivorser  if  the  word  is  permissible,  hence 
it  is  only  by  par-tail  and  minnow  fishing  at  night, 
and  clear  water  worm  fishing  during  the  day, 
that  any  fair  baskets  of  large  trout,  or  trout  of  a 
good  size,  can  now  be  secured  on  even  the  cream 
of  the  early  trouting  lengths  of  the  choicest  early 
rivers  proper  of  the  country,  at  all  events  north 
of  the  Forth  and  Clyde. 

The  lochs  of  the  northern,  remoter,  and  higher 
Highlands  have  not  fished,  nor  would  they,  even 
with  conditions  extremely  forward,  yet  be  fishing 
quite  their  best,  except,  perhaps,  in  one  or  two  of 
the  better  sheltered  and  drier  districts.  Never¬ 
theless,  sport  of  a  fairly  gratifying  nature  is  now 
being  had  upon  them  as  a  general  rule,  and  pretty 
much  all  round;  further,  it  would  seem  that 
hosts  of  anglers  are  forward,  despite  the  Chicago 
boom.  The  lochs  of  Inverness-shire,  Ross-shire, 
Cromarty,  Sutherland  and  Caithness  shires, 
.should  now,  since  the  beginning  of  the  best 
season  for  most  of  them  has  arrived,  do  pretty 
well,  notwithstanding  that  the  present  weather 
conditions  are  not  the  most  favourable;  but 
without  rain,  and.  that,  too,  sufficient  of  it  to  fill 
them  up  considerably,  coming  soon,  the  shallower 
and  smaller  of  them,  which  as  a  rule  contain  the 
best  trout  and  the  trout  of  best  average  size, 
will  not  fish  well  should  the  weather  become 
stormy,  as  then  the  peat  will  get  stirred  up  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  greatly  impair  the  sport.  It 
may  here  be  remarked,  for  the  guidance  of  the 
uninitiated,  that  the  fishing  on  the  lochs  of  the 
counties  named  is  best  as  a  rule — and  also  pretty 
much  all  over — during  the  period  between  the 
middle  of  June  and  the  end  of  July. 

Sea-trout  might  now  be  expected  in  consider¬ 
able  numbers  to  ascend  the  rivers  of  the  districts 
earliest  for  them ;  but  this,  however  great  their 
inclination,  they  will  be  kept  from  doing  as  long 
as  the  water  remains  so  terribly  low,  heated  up, 
and  impure.  True,  a  few,  with  the  instinct 
characteristic  of  the  Salmo  trutta,  may  run  up 
under  cover  of  the  darkness,  but  where  nets  are 
plied  they  will  most  likely  all  be  netted,  since 
the  nets  of  a  small  mesh,  now  taken  on,  in  small 
clear  waters  “  Icep  again  ”  all,  small  and  great. 
Low  water  is,  however,  more  favourable  than 
otherwise  for  fishing  in  sea  pools  and 
estuarial  and  tidal  lengths  such  as  the  Kyles 
of  Tongue  and  Durness,  Loch  Laxford,  &c., 
which  now  ought  to  have  lots  of  fish  in  them,  and 
to  be  commencing  to  fish  well.  The  low  water 
keeps  the  sea-trout — as  it  does  the  otherimigratory 
fishes — from  running  inland ;  whilst  drought 
continues  they  continue  to  accumulate  in  those 
tidal  expansions  where  the  bottom  and  food 
products  suit  them,  bub  immediately  a  spate 
comes  they — if  their  season  for  ascent  has  arrived 
— nearly  all  “honk  it”  away  up  and  onward  to 
the  farther  inland  now  freshened  waters  as  fast 
as  their  fins  will  carry  them. 

Less  inclined  for  pushing  inland  “far  or  fast,” 
and  more  inclined  to  hang,  and  to  feed,  in  the 
tideway  and  nether  reaches,  the  yellow  fin,  and 
finnook  of  the  season,  are  meantime  very  scarce 
in  such  waters,  save  of  an  occasional  river  which 
seasonally  they  affect.  As  a  rule  the  yellow  fin, 
and  the  summer  stock  of  whitling  or  finnock  are 
most  plentiful  between  the  middle  of  June  and 
the  end  of  July  in  the  lower  non-tidal  reaches, 
the  sea  pools,  and  the  estuaries  of  the  short 
seasoned  rivers  (possessing  one  or  not  more  than 
two  migrations)  in  the  Highlands  and  islands. 

Generally  smolts,  although  in  many  cases  they 
have  cleared  out  well,  appeared  to  be  hanging  on 
later  than  usual  in  large  numbers  in  the  lower 


reaches  in  consequence  largely,  it  is  presumed,  of 
the  absence  of  those  nice  little  freshes  brought 
about  by  warm  spring  showers,  which  infinitely 
more  readily  than  the  tearing  floods,  erroneously 
supposed  and  stated  by  some  to  be  the  best,  induce 
them  to  descpiid  to  the  tideway,  and  anon  make 
their  header  into  the  ocean,  if  they  escape  the 
cods  and  coals  lying  in  wait  for  them  in  serried 
ranks  from  side  to  side  of  the  river’s  outlets,  as  a 
rule  just  where  the  salt  and  the  fresh  water  meet 
when  the  tide  is  full  out. 

Kelts  are  still  lying  in  great  shoals  in  the 
rivers  of  many  districts,  entirely  land-locked  from 
want  of  sizeable  freshets  or  a  spate  to  clear  them 
out.  And  worse  still,  disease  is  spreading 
amongst  them,  and  will  no  doubt  become  more 
marked  should  the  always  threatened  rain  much 
longer  hang  fire.  Any  fresh  fish  that  do  now  get 
inland — past  the  netters — and  manage  to  swim 
with  the  water  there  is,  catch  on  the  disease  in  a 
few  days’  time,  no  doubt  from  contact  with  the 
diseased  land-locked  kelt,  and  as  they  move  on 
they  carry  it  with  them  right  away  up  to  the 
small  pools  of  the  upper  waters,  whither  the  mass 
of  the  early  season  and  spring  fish  have  already 
ascended  and  now  are  cooped  up,  and  where, 
usually  in  June,  the  pest  becomes  a  perfect 
epidemic. 

Relatively  the  grilse  are  more  slack  than  the 
sea-trout  in  coming  forward  to  the  inshore  waters 
this  year  with  the  object  of  ascending  the  rivers. 
Like  salmon  they  will  not  appear  in  any  qaantity, 
most  likely  now,  until  the  streams  are  thoroughly 
purified  and  freshened  by  spates  caused  by  heavy 
rains  ;  unless  perhaps  a  decided  change  of  climatic 
conditions  should  come  about,  the  weather  get  to 
be  of  the  dark  driving  description,  with  strong 
winds  from  favourable  quarters.  At  pre.sciit 
there  is  no  encouragement  for  fish  to  run  inland ; 
indeed  in  many  rivers  there  is  scarcely  enough 
water  to  allow  them.  Last  week  before  the 
showers  came  to  move  the  water  there  was  not 
enough  of  it  in  more  than  three  rivers  in  all 
Scotland,  to  enable  a  101b.  fish  to  navigate  all  the 
fords  and  garths. 

For  the  time  being  success  in  salmon  angling 
has  reached  its  lowest  ebb.  Almost  everywhere 
the  salmon  are  the  one  thing  or  the  other — 
either  very  dour  and  distrus  ful,  or  else  very 
dainty  in  their  feeding.  Even  in  the  Dee,  where, 
despite  the  low  water,  they  kept  on  doing 
splendidly,  farther,  perhaps,  into  the  year  than 
usual,  they  a  short  time  ago  all  at  once  went 
about  completely  off  the  take — at  least,  during 
the  daytime  proper.  On  this,  as  in  all  other 
rivers,  nothing  that  is  tried  will  now  bring 
them  up  readily,  and  anglers  in  conse((uenc6 
are  about  at  their  wits’  end.  By  a  fluke  a  fish 
may  be  dropped  on,  but  it  is  only  the  great 
expert  that  can  go  on  scoring,  and  it  more 
frequently  than  not  takes  him  all  his  time  to 
get  one  fish  per  day  unless,  indeed,  he  is  fortunate 
to  be  on  the  best  plenished  and  most  broken  of 
water.  Even  in  such  water,  to  get  fish  day  after 
day  with  the  fly,  it  takes  skill  of  no  ordinary 
kind.  Dry  fly  fishing  may,  as  its  votaries  main¬ 
tain,  be  the  essence  of  science  in  angling,  but  for 
the  present,  successful  salmon  angling  with  the 
fly  will  by  many  be  regarded  from  experience  as, 
scientifically,  not  far  behind  it.  In  truth,  even¬ 
ing  fishing,  light  and  fine,  with  trout  size  of  flies 
on  fine  trout  gut,  gives  the  only  chance 
there  is  for  the  fly-fisher.  Minnow,  gudgeon, 
phantom,  spoon,  are  all  completely  out  of  it  at 
most  times  and  under  most  conditions  of  day  and 
weather.  It  has,  indeed,  come  at  last  pretty 
much  to  this,  that  prawn  and  trout  flies  are 
found  to  be  the  only  tolerably  effective  lures,  and 
they  even  only  on  bits  and  widely  apart  catches 
of  just  a  river  or  two,  about  the  coming  on  of  the 
mirk  and  at  most  unearthly  hours  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  On  clear  evenings  the  prawn — and  it  must 
be  of  small  size  and  on  fine  tackle — now  brings 
the  greatest  success  it  is  capable  of  securing  the 
angler,  like,  as  at  other  seasons,  it  does  in  the 
forenoon,  with  the  water  quite  clear  and  the  sun 
very  bright.  All  the  bad-used  rivers,  such  as 
Findhorn,  Beauly,  Spey,  Deveroii,  Ythan,  Don, 
North  Esk,  South  Esk,  Tay,  Earn,  Teith,  and 
Tweed,  have  been  entirely  without  fish  getting  up 
them  to  the  angling  waters  for  more  than  a 
month  past ;  hence  there  need  be  no  astonish¬ 
ment  over  their  having  yielded  no  sport  with 
fresh-run  salmon,  nor  some  of  them  sjiort  to 
speak  of  even  with  salmon  of  any  kind. 
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Ix  a  number  of  districts  of  the  east,  north-east, 
and  north  coasts  of  Scotland,  sea-trout,  which 
were  backward  until  late,  have  now  put  in  appear¬ 
ance  in  good  numbers  in  the  inshore  waters. 


With  the  water  all  right  in  them,  upland  burns 
and  hill  brooks  should  about  this  time  he  yielding 
good  baskets  to  the  trouter,  but  the  trout  in  most 
of  them  are  scarcely  yet  in  their  primest  condi- 
t  ion.  When  they  are  so  is  between  the  middle  of 
June  and  the  end  of  July  as  a  rule,  and  it  is  then 
that  nearly  everywhere  the  sport  with  them  is 
best. 


June  is  a  most  pleasant  month  as  a  rule,  and  an 
excellent  one  to  boot,  for  sea-fishing  by  amateurs. 
There  are  splendid  “  grounds  ”  all  round  the 
romantic  and  rocky  north  and  north-western 
coasts  of  Scotland,  where  those  in  want  of  an 
invigorating  holiday  could  combine  pastime  with 
the  pleasures,  so  refreshing  to  the  mind  and 
the  eye,  that  picturesque  marine  and  magnificent 
mountain  scenery  afford. 

The  full  stock  of  spring  salmon  have,  it  is 
evident,  not  yet  come  inland  this  year,  hence  it  is 
predicted  by  observant  fishermen  that  there  will 
lie  a  great  rush  of  them  once  a  decided  change 
takes  place.  From  having  been  so  long  “  out  ” 
on  thefeeding  grounds,  those  that  have  yet  to  come 
forward  to  “  try  ”  for  their  native  rivers  will  no 
doubt  be  very  prime  fish,  and  of  larger  size  than 
the  average  summer  salmon.  This  taken  into 
account,  it  is  expected  that  the  salmon  that  are 
got  in  June  and  July  this  year  will  run  a  better 
average  weight  than  what  is  usual  for  these 
months. 


By  the  recent  copious  rains,  which  gave  an 
impetus  to  sea-trout  to  ascend,  prospects  of  sport 
with  the  migratory  Salmonidm  on  that  charming 
little  river,  the  Dumfries-shire  Esk,  have  been 
materially  improved. 


Sir  Algernon  Bortuwick,  M.P.,  of  the 
Mornuig  Post,  has  been  at  the  fishing  at  Inver- 
cauld,  where,  on  the  little  bit  of  water  attached  to 
the  house  and  known  as  the  Invercauld  private 
water,  twenty-nine  salmon  were  caught  last  week 
in  two  days,  fourteen  on  Monday  and  fifteen  on 
Tuesday.  _ 

A  friend  tells  me  that  great  numbers  of  sea- 
trout  have  for  some  time  past  been  got  in  the 
lower  tidal  water  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee — 
below  the  Victoria  Bridge  at  Aberdeen — by 
anglers  using  haddock  liver.  Every  evening 
the  banks  and  water  are  closely  dotted  with 
eager  piscators,  all  slashing  away  wdth  the 
haddock  liver;  and  they  get  them  with  it — no 
mistake  about  it — fine  sea-tront  from  l',Tb.  up  to 
olb.  My  informant,  being  a  high  and  dry  fly 
fisher,  thought  the  liver  infra  dig.,  and  would 
not  try  it  during  the  visits  he  made  to  witness 
the  fun,  but  one  evening  he  put  on  the  “  Terror,” 
and  made  a  few  casts,  with  the  result  that  he  got 
two  fine  sea-trout,  each  over  two  jiounds.  In  the 
estuaries  of  other  rivers  where  sea-trout  are  “in” 
at  jiresent  in  large  numbers, and  cannot  getaway 
“  up  ”  by  reason  of  the  low  waters,  anglers  who 
wish  to  get  takes  should,  it  is  suggested,  have  a 
try  with  the  haddock  liver  and  the  “  Terror.” 


Stornoway — the  (Irimersta,  the  Blackwater,  the 
Laxay,  the  Creed — Dugald  Cambell  MacDonald 
is  the  “  man  ”  to  waken  up  the  Highland  Host  to 
1  ights  of  foresting,  fishing,  and  freedom.  Consult 
the  IMacCallum  More  on  the  point  all  who  wish  to 
know  the  meaning.  _ 

A  Loch  Ness-side  correspondent  writes :  “At 
this  time  when,  owing  to  the  extreme  drought, 
salmon  reports  are  getting  scarce,  or  “nae”  worth 
a  rap,  we  have  been  busy  exterminating  the  fox, 
which  of  late  has  become  quite  a  nuisance.  In 
Stratherrich,  the  keepers  on  the  Foyers  estate 
alone  had,  within  the  last  six  weeks,  a  bag  of 
three  old  dog  foxes,  four  vixens,  and  tw'enty  cubs. 
'I'hey  also  killed  thirteen  old  foxes  during  the 
winter.  On  the  adjoining  estates,  within  a  like 


period,  the  keepers  have  killed  over  a  score.  The 
amount  of  damage  these  sly  gentlemen  would 
have  been  capable  of  accomplishing  is  incalcu¬ 
lable,  and  shooting  tenants  and  flockmasters  alike, 
I  have  no  doubt,  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  their 
extermination.” 


McBocncer  writeth ;  “  Using  the  Gaelic  idiom 
when  speaking  English  is  a  frequent  cause  of 
blundering,  even  by  educated  people.  Your 
humble  servant  is  not  entirely  free  of  it.  In 
Gaelic,  as  in  most  languages  except  the  English, 
the  adjective  is  placed  after  the  noun,  and  in 
several  other  respects  ‘  the  cart  is  put  before  the 
horse,’  that  is  from  the  English  point  of  view. 
A  disappointed  and  disgusted  angler  was  consoled 
by  his  gillie  as  follows  :  ‘  Ooch  aye  !  nae  doot  its 
fery  unpleasant  work  to  be  fushing  andnogettin 
fush,  but  perse  you  vere,  sir,  yes,  perse  you  vere, 
and  you  lieve  me,  ye’ll  get  them,  sir.’  I  know 
several  who  habitually  say  ‘  be  you  lieve  me,’ 
instead  of  believe  you  me.  Sir  D.  K.  used  to 
employ  two  brothers,  Baldie  and  Sandie,  as 
gillies.  Sandie,  however,  took  what  he  thought 
an  easier  situation,  where  the  principal  part  of 
his  duties  was  toTconvey  vegetables,  &c.,  between 
the  garden  and  the  house,  which  were  about  a 
mile  apart.  The  baronet  asked  Baldie  what  had 
become  of  Sandie.  ‘  Oo,’  says  Baldie,  ‘  he  has 
got  a  job  with  the  Marquis ;  he’s  a  vegetable 
letter-carrier  between  the  gairdans  and  the  big 
hoose.’  It  was  this  same  gillie  who,  after  receiv¬ 
ing  a  suit  of  ‘  hodden  gray  ’  from  his  master, 
remarked  that  the  ‘  sleeves  of  his  troosars  were 
not  so  ticht  as  he  expected,  but  the  bonnet  was 
just  raither/ew  for  his  head.’  This  reminds  me 
of  a  still  more  ridiculous  ‘  way  of  putting  it.’  A 
Eoss-shircman,  whose  head  showed  unmistakeable 
signs  of  approaching  baldness,  said  that  the  hair 
on  the  top  of  his  head  was  now  getting  very 
seldom !  One  of  the  gillies  on  Loch  T.,  a  strapping 
fellow,  standing  over  six  feet,  got  discontented 
with  bis  lot.  His  ambition  was  to  migrate  south¬ 
ward,  to  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow,  where,  as  he  said 
himself,  he  “  micbt  get  on  to  be  a  pollisman  or  a 
lichtlamper.”  An  Argyllshire  gillie  was  out 
boating  with  his  master  lately,  when  the  conver¬ 
sation  turned  to  family  affairs.  The  gillie  got 
quite  communicative  and  told  all  about  the 
various  members  of  his  family,  including  the 
interesting  fact  that  his  eldest  son  Eory  is  learn¬ 
ing  to  be  a  bindbooher  in  the  Trongate  of 
Glasgow.”  _  j 

I  HAVE  to  point  out  that  trouting  is  as  free  as 
ever  to  anglers  wherever  Lady  Seafield  retains 
the  rights,  in  Strathspey,  about  Grantown  and 
Abernothy,  at  which  places  there  are  hotels 
where  tourist  anglers  can  put  up  most  comfort¬ 
ably.  Grantown  is  fast  becoming  a  formidable 
rival  to  Braemar  as  a  health  and  pleasure  resort, 
and  about  it  there  is  greater  variety  of,  and  more 
freedom  for,  angling.  There  is  pike  fishing,  and 
lochs  and  streams  for  trouters,  both  within  reach, 
besides  the  Spey,  which  runs  past  and  on  which 
trout  fishing  is  free.  Then  guests  at  the  Grant 
Arms  can  arrange  with  Mr.  McDonald  for  salmon 
and  grilse  angling  on  a  stretch  of  the  Castle  Grant 
water  which  be  has  had  the  enterprise  to  rent. 
On  it  this  past  spring  the  fishing,  as  everywhere 
else  on  Spey  was  poor,  in  conseciuence  of  the 
dreadfully  low  state  of  the  water,  but  it  will  no 
doubt  prove  good  for  grilse  in  July  (as  it  is  a  tip¬ 
top  reach)  should  a  good  few  spates  take  place  in 
Spey  before  that  time.  Grilse  push  very  quickly 
forward  to  the  higher  waters,  and  in  summer, 
from  their  running  so  fast,  a  greater  proportion 
of  them  swim  the  Duke’s  miles  of  water,  past  the 
nettei’S,  during  the  w'eekly  slap  than  of  the  salmon 
in  the  earlier  months  when,  from  the  water  being 
very  cold,  the  swimming  is  very  slow. 


Our  Spey  correspondent  writes :  “  Lady  Sea- 
field  does  everything  in  her  power  to  make  the 
visits  of  tourists  and  those  in  search  of  health  as 
enjoyable  as  possible.  Fou  can,  for  instance, 
roam  the  woods — those  magnificent  birch  and 
pine  woods — unmolested  for  miles  around  Gran¬ 
town  and  Abernethy;  and  there  ibouts  the  trout¬ 
ing,  so  far  as  her  ladyship  has  the  power,  is  free. 
To  anyone  in  quest  of  a  quiet  angling  resort, 
and  wishing  to  breathe  the  pure  mountain  air,  no 
more  desirable  spot  than  Abernethy  could  be 
found,  "i'ou  have  it  in  your  power  to  enjoy  such 
jirivilege  of  fishing  and  freedom  here ;  and  there 


is  a  fine  hotel  to  put  up  at,  situated  amid  beauti¬ 
ful  scenery,  at  tbe  foot  of  the  Grampian  range  of 
mountains.  Here  is  the  starting-point  of  the 
now  renowned  Ben  Macdhui  and  Cairngorm 
mountaineering  clubs.  Should  little  be  doing  in 
the  fishing  line,  then  one  can  roam  the  woods — 
with  the  “  freedom  of  the  first-made  man  ”  or 
the  “  irreclaimable  old  savage  ” — sail  on  Loch 
Garten,  climb  the  Ben  or  Cairn,  bathe  in  the 
limpid  pool  of  the  burn,  or  post  from  the  hotel 
to  the  many  beautiful  resorts  and  historical 
sights  of  the  neighbourhood.” 

Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes:  “North 
Esk  lower  than  ever ;  in  my  time  I  have  never 
seen  it  so  low.  There  is  positively  nothing 
duaen.  Salmon  nor  grilse  won’t  come  in  from 
the  sea  for  want  of  water.  Trout  fishing  has 
gone  all  to  ‘pigs  and  whistles.’  Fly  is  no  use  at 
all.  Only  natural  minnow  and  par-tail  during 
the  night,  and  worm  during  the  day,  fished  in 
the  streams  bring  sport — and  its  no  great  shakes 
of  sport  I  tell  you.  Grilse  are  increasing  in 
numbers  on  the  coast,  and  at  the  several  stations 
are  being  got  two  or  three  a  day  ;  but  a  flood  is 
sadly  needed,  and  were  it  to  come  now  it  would 
bring  the  fisb  in  about  in  great  shoals.  Salmon 
‘  are  looking  better,’  but  as  yet  few  of  them  are 
of  heavy  weight.  About  all  the  smolts  have  dis¬ 
appeared  from  both  rivers ;  and  but  very  little 
disease  is  to  be  seen  among  the  kelts,  of  which 
there  are  lots  still  not  away  down.” 


Mr.  Archibald  Harfer  writes  : — “Thurso  now 
at  its  lowest  level;  salmon  angling  abandoned; 
all  anglers  left  for  the  south.  But  they  will 
return  after  the  next  big  spate.  Salmon  are 
swarming  at  the  river  mouth  eager  to  getup.  Once 
river  and  loch  are  again  well  stocked  with  fresh 
fish  a  little  netting  will  be  done  to  kill  the  surplus 
at  or  near  the  river  mouth.  This  may  be  safely 
done,  since  no  netting  has  been  carried  on  at  the 
mouth  for  the  past  three  years.  All  the  salmon 
fry  have  been  turned  down  into  the  small  burns, 
except  about  12,000,  which  are  been  kept  and  fed 
in  large  tanks  in  the  hatchery.  These  will  be 
transferred  to  the  rearing  pond  presently,  which 
will  be  three  weeks  earlier  than  last  year.  I  hear 
that  salmon  fry  are  being  introduced  into  the 
Orkney  burns.  I  wish  them  luck;  but  from  the 
want  of  sufficient  volume  of  water,  and  insuffi¬ 
cient  spawning  beds,  the  adult  fish  I  fear  will  not 
take  kindly  to  the  Orkney  waters.  Owing  to  the 
low  clearj  state  of  the  streams  and  lochs,  trout 
fishing  is  scarcely  worth  trying  at  present, 
except  from  9  p.m.  till  quite  dark.” 

“G.  M.  M.,”  Deeside,  writes:  “Now  is  the 
summer  of  our  discontent  ”  (to  take  liberties  with 
Shakespeare’s  arrangement  of  the  seasons) 
“  made  glorious  winter  by  this  sun  of  suns.” 
The  river’s  bank,  usually  so  crowded  at  this 
season,  is  actually  clean  deserted.  All,  but  in 
the  deeper  pools  about  Ballater  and  Braemar, 
is  blank,  as  if  in  the  depth  of  the  close  season. 
Nor  is  there  any  sign  of  a  change  for  the  better, 
in  spite  of  the  diurnal  thunderstorms,  and  inter¬ 
mittent  but  effervescent  showers.  The  river 
still  shrinks,  and  famous  bottom  boulders, 
only  seen  once  in  a  generation,  are  daily  expos¬ 
ing  more  of  their  bald  heads.  ‘  Bannochie,’  the 
imperial  register  for  Kincardine  O’Niel,  is 
several  inches  out  of  the  water,  and  the  lowest 
level  ever  known,  only  an  inch  or  two  below  the 
surface.  ‘  Crockleback,’  on  the  Culter  water,  so 
called  because  in  bygone  netting  days  the  net 
was  ‘  crockled  ’  back  when  it  came  to  this  stone, 
and  the  fish  escaped,  has  not  been  seen  since 
1870,  at  which  time  these  figures  were  cut  in  it. 
These  silent  monuments  tell  a  sad  tale,  and  the 
mere  mention  of  their  appearance  indicates  the 
state  of  matters  all  round,  which  have  seldom 
or  never  been  so  bad,  at  least  to  the  present 
generation  of  anglers.” 


Mr.  J.  a.  Harme-Brown,  of  Dunipace,  Larbert, 
the  naturalist  and  author,  of  whom  1  have  always 
spoken  in  the  most  laudatory  terms,  writes  me: 
“  My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  statement 
by  you  that  I  personally  killed  1091b.  of  trout  on 
Loch  Errochd  in  a  day.  This  is  absurd — so  are 
the  statements  about  other  baskets.  The  1091b. 
of  trout  were  killed  by  three  rods,  and  only  about 
20lb.  of  that  basket  was  killed  on  Loch  Errochd. 
The  basket  was  the  result  of  two  rods’  fishing  for 


June  3,  1893] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


407 


several  hours  one  evening  on  Loch  Errochd,  and 
an  hour  or  two  one  morning,  and  six  hours’ 
fishing  of  three  rods  on  an  entirely  different  loch, 
on  another  day.  If  irresponsible  people  like 
editors  or  landlords  of  inns  will  insist  upon 
advertising  their  fishing,  contrary  to  the  wishes 
of  their  guests,  it  is  rather  hard  that  they  should 
be  quoted.”  For  all  the  injury  they  have  done 
him,  Mr.  Brown  could  surely  afford  to  let  down 
editors  and  landlords  of  inns  a  little  more  softly, 
and  not  just  brand  them  the  greatest  sinners  of 
all.  If  “  irresponsible,”  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
they  can  justly  be  blamed  for  their  actions. 


As  proof  of  the  dreadful  state  of  matters 
piscatorial,  I  hear  from  the  Lochy  and  Spean 
that:  “We  are  still  crying  for  water.  There  is 
nothing  at  all  doing  in  the  way  of  fishing,  and 
to  bring  sport  about  now  it  will  require  a  strong 
flood,  as  the  rivers  are  getting  very  foul  in 
the  bottom.  The  Lochy  and  Spean  are  the 
largest,  best  cared  for,  and  best  fishing  late  spring 
and  summer  rivers  of  the  West  of  Scotland,  and 
this  year  full  six  weeks  of  their  best  time  have 
gone  past  with  the  result  that  next  to  no  fish  have 
been  caught  on  them.” 


OuK  Deveron  correspondent  writes  :  “  During 
the  past  fortnight  a  good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen 
along  the  valley  of  the  Deveron.  The  volume  of 
water  in  the  river  has  therefore,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  been  augmented,  allowing  fish  to  get  to 
the  sea  more  readily,  and  in  this  way  acting  as  a 
check  on  the  progress  of  disease,  which  in  the 
lower  reaches  had,  during  April  and  the  first  part 
of  May,  done  a  great  deal  of  injury,  several 
hundreds  of  fish  being  weekly  taken  out  and 
buried.  There  has  been  during  the  past  month 
some  excellent  angling  days  experienced  ;  that  is 
so  far  as  the  weather  conditions  are  concerned, 
but  all  along  the  course  of  the  river  little  else  is 
to  be  heard  except  grave  complaints  of  the 
exceptional  scarcity  of  fish.  At  the  sea  stations, 
and  on  the  lower  stretch  of  the  river  from  the 
dykes  to  the  sea,  fish  have  been  so  crowded  that 
disease  became  rampant.  Anglers  are  therefore 
exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  the  results  of  the 
season.  As  a  matter  of  fact  little  has  hitherto 
been  done  in  angling  on  the  river  for  salmon 
until  the  nets  are  removed  in  August.  To  improve 
sport  on  the  upper  reaches,  various  proposals 
of  a  definite  kind  have,  I  understand,  been  laid 
before  the  Duke  of  Fife,  but  as  yet  no  under¬ 
standing  has  been  come  to  on  the  subject.  It  is 
certainly  in  the  interests  of  all  lovers  of  sport 
that  artificial  barriers,  placed  in  the  water  so  as 
to  almost  effectually  stop  progress  of  fish  up  the 
river,  should  be  removed,  and  it  is  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  that  proposals  have  been  laid  before  His 
Grace.  The  first  grilse  for  the  season  was  got  on 
20th  ult.,  in  a  bag-net  at  Whitehills,  about  two 
miles  west  from  the  estuary  of  the  Deveron. 
Last  year  grilse  made  their  appearance  about  a 
month  earlier  on  this  part  of  the  coast. 


The  following,  received  from  Johnnie  Suther¬ 
land,  the  renowned  gillie,  indicates  that  sport 
at  Durness  on  the  Kyle  Avith  sea-trout,  and  on 
Loch  Crosspuil,  with  the  gamesome  silvery  trout 
(land-locked  sea-trout  P)  has  begun  very  well 
indeed.  He  says,  “Mr.  Swanson,  Glasgow,  had 
on  May  'lo,  eight  sea-trout,  101b. ;  and  on  26th, 
ten  sea-trout,  l-51b.,  largest  2lb.,  off  the  Kyle;  on 
evening  of  26th,  seven  trout,  81b.,  and  on  evening 
of  27tb,  eight  trout,  111b.,  largest  211b.,  off 
Crosspuil.  The  best  flies  for  this  month  are 
Yellow  Dun,  Evening  Dun,  Bed  Spinner,  Coch-y- 
bondhu,  and  House-fly.  I  think  a  lot  of  good  has 
been  done  for  Crosspuil  this  season  by  the 
protection  of  its  feeding  streams  during  the 
spawning  time.  The  Kyle  is  in  grand  form 
this  year,  with  better  banks  and  channels  than 
usual  in  the  best  places.  Mr.  Swanson  got  his  big 
trouts  at  ten  o’clock  at  night  with  the  House-fly. 
I  was  speaking  to  Neil  Campbell,  Gualin,  the 
other  day ;  he  has  great  faith  in  you ;  very  nice 
lad,  Neil.”  ' 


I  A  MAGNii'iCENT  sea-trout  of  111b ,  perfectly 
symmetrical  in  every  way,  and  having  on  that 
beautiful  silvery  tender  coating  which  denotes 
primest  condition,  was  caught  at  the  nether 
Don  net  fishings  one  day  last  week. 


Loch  Tay  contains  plenty  of  large  trout,  but 
they  are  rather  stiff  to  bring  up.  Although  early 
for  salmon,  it  is  a  rather  late  loch  for  fronting. 
Of  late,  trout  have  been  taking  pretty  well  in  it, 
but  as  yet  the  average  weight  has  been  little 
better  than  about  three  to  the  pound. 


So  far  as  the  season  has  gone  the  Salmo  ferox 
has  looked  up  pretty  well.  On  all  the  Scotch 
lochs  this  fish  frequents,  there  have  been  cap¬ 
tures — on  several  a  good  many — and  of  good 
weight  already.  _ 

The  salmon  net-fishing  in  most  districts  of  the 
Scotch  waters  improved  a  bit  last  week.  The 
Tay  net- fishers  did  better  for  salmon,  but  they 
still  were  without  any  grilse. 


The  success  of  anglers  on  Loch  Leven,  despite 
the  great  rush  there  is  of  them,  is  being  well 
maintained. 


OuK  Fort  Augustus  correspondent  writes : 
“  The  wet  weather  noted  last  week  was  short¬ 
lived,  and  it  looks  now  as  if  we  are  in  for  another 
spell  of  drought.  Several  days  of  east  winds 
experienced,  and  waters  again  lowering.  Not¬ 
withstanding  good  sport  is  got  with  trout  on 
Loch  Ness,  Loch  Garry,  and  Loch  Tarff.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  fry  still  seen  in  the  Caledonian  Canal  on 
their  way  seaward.”  _ 

Our  Tay  correspondent  writes:  “Not  much 
doing  yet  in  the  way  of  fishing.  Thursday  last 
was  Perth  holiday,  when  numbers  of  anglers 
went  out ;  the  May  did  about  best,  yielding 
baskets  from  71b.  to  I41b.  Tay  and  Tummel  did 
not  jastify  expectations,  the  sport  being  poor  in 
them.  Still  a  few  sea-trout  being  got  away 
down  the  Perth  way.  The  nets  did  rather  well 
last  few  days  considering  the  low  state  of  the 
water;  one  station  had  forty  salmon  before  mid¬ 
day  on  Monday.”  _ 

I  HEAR  from  Mr.  Fraser,  Banker,  Lochmaddy, 
that  there  has  been  a  change  in  the  tenancy  of  the 
hotel  there.  He  says  :  “  The  new  tenant  is  a 
splendid  man,  and  I  expect  that  he  will  very 
soon  make  Lochmaddy  one  of  the  best  fishing 
centres  in  the  west  of  Scotland.  He  has  got  a 
fourteen  years’  lease,  and  he  means  to  do  a 
lot  of  stocking  and  opening  up  of  the  fishings. 
North  Hist  is  as  much  water  as  land.  There  are 
lochs  everywhere  one  goes,  and  in  the  hands  of  a 
man  that  understands  fishing  a  good  deal  could 
be  made  of  it  shortly.” 


GENTLES. 


By  T.  H.  T. 


I  HAVE  often  wondered  why  a  maggot  should  be 
called  a  “  gentle.”  The  name  appears  to  me  to  be 
a  scandalous  waste  of  a  good  word,  for  a  more 
insignificant,  mean,  miserable  little  brute  than  a 
maggot  would  be  hard  to  imagine.  As  for  his 
gentility  it  is  only  too  evidently  a  delusion  and  a 
snare,  and  as  regards  his  gentleness  it  is  an 
attribute  he  cannot  well  help,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
an  absolute  impossibility  for  him  to  do  anything 
in  the  slightest  degree  approaching  to  roughness  ; 
so  that  eA’en  that  quality  is  a  decidedly  negative 
one.  His  manners  are  slovenly,  vulgar,  and  even 
downright  blackguardly ;  and  as  for  his  appear¬ 
ance  he  has  certainly  nothing  to  boast  of  in  the 
way  of  beanty,  for  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that 
he  is  thinner  at  one  end  than  the  other  and  that 
the  thin  end  generally  moves  in  front  of  the 
thicker  one,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  no  small 
difficulty  to  discover  which  is  his  head  and  which 
his  tail !  He  is,  however,  of  a  lively  and,  con¬ 
sidering  the  undoubted  attachment  he  shows  to 
the  terribly  disreputable  spot  to  which  he  owes 
his  birth  and  sustenance,  perhaps  even  of  an 
affectionate  disposition.  He  is  never  seen  to  give 
himself  airs  and  march  about  with  nose  in  the 
air  like  many  of  his  betters,  for  the  simple 
reason,  possibly,  that  he  hasn’t  a  nose  to  do  it 
with.  His  telescopic  wriggle  is  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  feature  about  him,  and  taking  into 
consideration  all  his  disadvantages  it  is  astonish¬ 
ing  how  he  manages  to  “  worm  ”  himself  into 
notice  so  much  as  he  does.  This  is  doubtless 


due  to  his  peculiarly  pushing  and  enterprising 
character,  for  humble  as  are  his  antecedents, 
and  neglected  as  his  education  must  naturally 
be,  he  somehow  shoAvs  an  unmistakable  capacity 
for  better  things.  He  looks  fairly  respectable 
when  properly  scoured,  and  even  does  his  level 
best  when  put  in  clean  sand  to  appear  to  like 
it.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  excitement  he 
shows  in  the  sand  is  caused  to  some  slight  extent 
by  the  unwonted  refinement  of  his  surroundings, 
which  he  feels  to  be  somewhat  above  his  proper 
station,  and  not  being  altogether  comfortable  is 
anxious  to  get  out.  flut  let  that  pass.  Like  the 
great  unwashed  tto  Avhich  family  he  belongs)  he 
doesn’t  take  a  bath  because  he  requires  it,  but 
because  he  cannot  help  himself,  circumstances 
being  too  powerful  for  him  to  withstand. 

As  a  lad,  I  was  a  rather  enthusiastic  fisher, 
and  took  a  delight  in  breeding  my  own  gentles. 
A  kind-hearted  butcher  used  to  save  up  for  me 
odd  pieces  of  meat  that  had  “gone  ”  a  little,  and 
at  length  went  so  far  as  to  keep  them  in  a  most 
ungainly  looking  remnant  of  what  had  once  been 
— in  days  long  since  gone  by — a  dairy  pan. 
Whatever  it  may  have  been  before,  that  pan  never 
could  by  any  combination  of  circumstances  have 
raised  itself  in  the  dairy  line  to  anything  like  the 
height  of  popularity,  notoriety,  or  even  reputa¬ 
tion,  it  enjoyed  as  a  receptacle  for  gentles.  There 
was  not  a  piece  of  crockery  for  miles  round  so 
well  known,  or  that  made  its  presence  felt  so 
easily  and  yet  so  effectively.  It  seemed  to 
exercise  a  sort  of  repellent  influence,  too,  upon 
those  who  didn’t  seem  to  properly  understand  the 
habits  of  gentles,  which  would  have  been 
distinctly  discouraging  to  the  maggots — had 
they  but  been  aAvare  of  it.  People  approaching 
that  pan  gave  themselves  most  ungracious  airs, 
first  a  sniff  (only  one  !)  of  contempt,  then  a  snort 
of  resentment,  with  a  slight  suggestion  of  anger 
mingled  perhaps  with  pain,  then,  their  feelings 
getting  complete  mastery  over  them,  flight  pure 
and  simple.  It  is  astonishing  how  very  seldom 
two  of  a  trade  can  agree,  and  the  same  rule 
holds  good,  evidently,  of  a  profession.  Here  are 
two  kinds  of  gentles  as  an  example.  The  higher 
with  his  nose  stuck  up  (well  muffled  up  in  his 
handkerchief  by  the  way),  passing  the  lower  one 
with  ill-concealed  disdain,  while  the  other  goes 
on  grubbing  about  totally  oblivious  of  the  effect 
he  is  producing,  and,  if  he  only  had  a  nose,  would 
probably  instantly  put  his  finger  to  it.  As  it  is 
he  simply  wags  his  thin  end  sagely,  and  goes  on 
with  his  perpetual  dinner. 

I  must  say  that  I  never  ({uite  got  over  the 
difficulty  of  putting  a  gentle  on  the  hook.  As  a 
general  rule  1  managed  to  get  most  of  him  on  my 
finger  and  thumb,  and  to  leave  just  a  morsel  of 
skin  feebly  protesting,  as  it  were,  on  the  point. 
Considering  that  his  only  mission  in  life  is  to 
provide  bait,  it  is  rather  strange  that  he  should 
take  his  hook  so  unkindly.  But  so  it  is. 
Maggots,  like  o'.her  gentles,  have  a  great  respect 
for  their  own  feelings,  if  they  are  sometimes 
careless  of  those  of  others,  and  do  not  like  them 
outraged. 

There  is  after  all  a  low-born  familiarity  about 
the  maggot.  I  remember  when,  as  a  boy,  I  used 
to  carry  a  few  hundreds  screwed  up  in  a  ])iece 
of  paper  in  ray  trousers  pocket  how  disrespect¬ 
fully  they  would  behave.  Long  before  I  had 
reached  my  destination  they  had  all  gone  off  in 
picnic  parties  over  every  conceivable  part  of  my 
person  and  clothes.  Days  after  the  expedition  I 
have  assisted  stragglers  out  of  a  hole  in  the 
lining  of  my  waistcoast,  and  have  discovered  the 
remains  of  many,  who  had  met  an  untimely 
death,  on  the  latter  end  of  my  shirt,  having  been 
sat  upon  during  fishing  operations.  He  is  one 
of  those  creatures  to  whom  if  one  gives  an  inch 
he  will  take  an  ell — that  is,  he  would  if  he  wore 
only  long  enough — and  who  leave  no  loopnole 
untried  in  their  endeavour  to  push  themselves 
forward. 


Trout  and  S.alaiox  Ova. — All  interested  in 
the  piscatorial  art  (says  the  Natal  Witness)  will 
be  sorry  to  learn  that  the  recent  shipment  of 
trout  ova  by  the  “  Tartar  ”  has  proved  a  failure. 
The  ova  were  packed  on  a  new  system,  which  has 
been  a  complete  failure,  and  on  arrival  every 
ovum  was  found  to  be  dead.  The  salmon  ova, 
which  Avere  packed  in  the  usual  Avay,  however, 
arrived  safe  and  sound. 
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A  FOSSE  IN  NORTHERN  NORWAY. 


This  is  a  view  of  a  big  fosse  in  the  North  of  Norway.  Here  the 
river,  a  very  broad,  deep,  swift-running  stream,  issuing  from  an 
extensive  lake  higher  up  among  the  mountains,  tumbles,  with  a 
roaring  sound  to  be  heard  for  miles,  over  a  long,  steep,  narrow 


the  swift  currents  and  disturbed  waters  of  the  pool,  is  simply 
glorious.  There  is  only  one  fisherman  there  who,  by  his  skilful 
management  of  the  boat,  can  ensure  you  success.  No  one  who 
has  fished  this  water  can  ever  forget  the  roar  of  the  fosse,  the 


ridge  of  rocks,  into  a  grand  circular  pool  beneath.  The  beautiful 
firs,  for  which  this  part  of  the  country  is  famous,  grow  close  up  to 
the  water’s  edge,  and  lovely  ferns  and  mosses  cover  the  rocks. 
As  the  fosse  is  impassable  for  salmon,  they  congregate  in  this 
pool,  and  when  you  hook  one  of  the  big  ones,  the  sport,  among 


smell  of  the  pine-woods,  and  the  first  mad  rush  and  leap  of  the 
big  salmon  when  hooked.  The  only  fishable  part  of  the  river  is 
owned  on  long  lease  by  an  English  gentleman,  well  known  both  as 
a  sportsman  and  by  his  invariable  kindness  to  the  natives  of  the 
district  and  to  his  friends  whom  he  takes  there  with  him. 


June  3,  1893] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


409 


.AfORE  FISHERY  NOTES  FROM 
OHJCAOO. 


(Extracts  from  “  Red  Spinner's  ”  article  in  the 
Field,  May  27.) 

“It  is  claimed  here  that  the  inventor  of  the 
process  of  making  split  bamboo  rods  in  lengths 
was  Samuel  Phillippe  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania. 
Dr.  Hen.shall  spent  many  months  in  tracing  back 
the  history  of  the  process,  aTid  so  decides,  though 
he  admits  that  Aldred  of  London  was  the  fir.st  to 
join  short  pieces  together,  generally  in  three 
sections.  A  portrait  of  old  Phillippe  hangs  in 
pie  angling  annexe  of  the  Fisheries  Building,  and 
it  is  that  of  a  strong,  clear-headed  man  in  the 
advanced  years  of  his  life,  and  with  a  decidedly 
ieutonic  cast  of  countenance.  He  was  a  gun¬ 
smith,  but  a  man  of  all-round  mechanical 
ingenuity,  and  withal  a  noted  angler,  who,  in  the 
sea.son,  set  apart  every  Saturday  religiously  for 
hshing  the  trout  streams  of  his  neighbourhood. 
The  leisure  hours  of  his  evenings  he  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  rods  and  reels,  and  violins. 
He  was  born  on  Izaak  Walton’s  birthday  1801, 
died  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  made  the  first 
coinplete  split  cane  rod  joint  in  six  sections  about 
1815.  One  of  his  latest  productions  is  an  exhibit, 
lent  by  his  son,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  it.  It  is 
elaborately  mounted  in  solid  silver,  and  was  no 
doubt  the  old  man’s  chef  d'oeuvre.  The  butt  is 
beautifully  carved  by  his  own  hand  ;  the  work  is 
a  copy  of  one  of  the  illustrations  in  Oenio  Scott’s 
now  almost  forgotten  work  on  American  angling. 
It  depicts  a  fly-fisher  with  bent  rod  and  lowered 
lanpng  net  in  the  attitude  to  which  all  anglers 
aspire,  and  a  lad  is  bait-fishing  from  an  adjoining 
bank.  The  rods,  lines,  creels,  and  foliage  of 
trees  are  beautifully  carved,  the  necessarily 
limited  space  demanding  the  most  delicate  handi¬ 
craft.  His  first  reel  is  another  exhibit ;  this  also 
is  of  solid  silver,  but  the  sides  are  discs  of  pearl 
fixed  in  the  silver  rim.  A  home-made  rod-case 
of  walnut,  lined  with  blue  silk,  contains  oue  of 
his  favourite  rods  before  he  had  thoroughly 
mastered  the  glueing  together  of  cane  sections. 
The  first  rod  which  Phillippe  ever  made  is  in  the 
collection;  a  strong,  heavy  implement,  with 
s'ained  ash  butt  and  middle  and  .  top  of  split 
bamboo.  The  butt  tapers  to  a  point  below  the 
reel,  like  the  Multum  in  Parvo  pattern  of  Ogden. 

*•  On  my  way  to  the  Central  Hall  I  learned 
that  there  will  be  fly-casting  tournaments,  on  a 
Slidable  pond  in  the  gronnds  during  the  summer, 
but  that  the  great  event — the  Derby  of  the  series 
— will  be  on  Aug.  P,  when  the  Dovedale  fishing 
hr.iue  of  Izaak  Walton  will  bo  ceremoniously 
dedira'ed.  Dr.  Henshall  lives  in  hopes  that 
English  anglers  will  enter  in  these  contests, 
and  to  that  1  may  add  my  own  hope  that  some 
V  01  thy  member  of  our  English  brotherhood  will 
bo  at  the  Pair  on  the  day  when  trhe  dedication 
takes  place.  To  my  surprise  T  have,  since  my 
last  contribution,  discovered  that,  although  there 
is  a  distinct  fisheries  building,  with  an  angling 
annexe  nnder  a  specially  appointed  chief,  exhibits 
which  ought  to  be  classified .  there  are  scattered 
about.  Away  in  the  corner  of  the  Women’s 
Building,  devoted  to  the  work  of  British  women, 
I,  for  example,  found  a  case  of  Mrs.  Brocas’s 
beautiful  flies.  It  is  lost  there,  where  it  is  a  sort 
of  sheep  among  the  goats.  The  lady  managi  rs, 
however,  cannot  afford  to  part  with  any  of  their 
treasures,  and  so  Mrs.  Brocas  will  not  reap  the 
full  advantage  of  her  enterprise.  In  the  general 
fuheries  department,  among  fish  curers,  and 
near  the  model  of  the  Baltimore  School  of  Fishery 
in  Ireland,  are  two  exhibits  distinctly  angling  in 
character,  and  .an  effort  is  being  made  to  get 
them  removed  to  Dr.  Henshall’s  domain.  The 
first  is  a  case  of  eight  grand  salmon  flies,  by 
Turnbull  of  Edinburgh.  It  is  framed  like  a 
jiicture,  and  placed  upon  a  richly  carved  easel  of 
walnut  wood.'  The  entire  conceit  is  happily  and 
artistically  worked  out,  and  as,  so  far,  there  are 
r.o  artificial  flies  to  compare  with  them,  it  is 
r  idiculous  to  house  them  where  they  are.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  exhibit  of  Bartleet 
of  Redditch.  It  is  insufficiently  catalogued  as 
‘  fish  hooks,’  but  the  combination  of  cases  make 
a  goodly  structure,  and  it  is  furnished  with 
excellent  taste.  Beside  fish  hooks  of  every  kind, 
from  the  shark  machine  to  the  trout  hooks  of 
midge  size,  there  are  winches,  lines,  flies,  spinning 
baits,  floats,  and,  in  short,  every  angling  appliance 


used  by  the  British  angler.  There  are  some 
needle  trophies  in  one  of  the  cases,  but  the  general 
collection  is  one  of  angling  appliances  pure  and 
simple.  Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the 
extradition  of  this  exhibit  also,  though  the 
prospects,  I  fear,  are  doubtful.  These  three 
exhibits  would  do  us  credit  anywhere,  and  they 
are  really  wanted  in  the  angling  annexe. 

“  On  the  wall  was  a  method  of  preserving  a 
specimen  fish  which  some  friends  at  home  may 
like  to  know.  It  was  new  to  me,  and  may  be 
so  to  them.  You  skin  your  trout,  and  just  paste 
one  side  of  it  upon  a  wooden  plaque  rounded 
just  sufficiently  to  take  the  shape.  The  fins  and 
tail  are  picked  out  in  the  most  natural  manner, 
and  the  trout’s  teeth  show  in  the  open  mouth. 
You  have  to  put  in  an  artificial  eye,  and  touch 
up  the  spots,  and  you  have  an  inexpensive  record 
that  admits  of  no  cavil.” 


notes  attir  (J^ttortes 


The  May-fly  season  on  the  Itclien  is  over  ;  the 
fish  took  the  fly  well  between  the  Ifith  and  26th 
of  May,  nearly  three  weeks  earlier  than  we  have 
ev^r  known  it.  We  hope  next  week  to  give  some 
“  Kodak  ”  views  and  notes  of  the  1893  May-fly 
season. 


Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  the  Angling  Editor  of  the 
Field,  sends  us  his  photo  and  these  pleasant  lines 
frmn  Chicago.  In  any  year  but  this  he  would 


“  Eed  Spinner.” 

(Hr.  W.m.  Senior  of  tho  Tnken  Hay,  189R,  at  Chicago.) 


have  been  back  in  time  for  the  May-fly.  “'My 
Dear  Marston, — Great  country  this  :  but  I  shailL 
be  glad  to  return.  No  fishing  as  yet.  Henshall 
is  a  charming  man.  Cheney  I  hope  to  see  on 
my  way  through  New  York.  Everybody  is 
always  glad  to  hear  and  talk  about  you,  which  is 
quite  right.  I  don’t  put  the  check  on  ;  but  help 
’em  to  run  Nottingham  way.  Am  in  a  whirl  of 
work,  so  you  will  excuse  brevity.  I,  am  pretty 
sick  of  writing  I  can  tell  j’ou.  Shall  be  home  first 
week'  in  June  (D.V.) — flours  always,  Willi.vh 
Senior.'’ 


Mr.  Irwin  E.  B.  Con  informs  us  that  he  never 
had  a  better  May -fly  season  than  this  now  nearly 
over.  _ 


W E  are  glad  to  hear  that  a  man  named  Withers 
has  killed  a  large  pike  in  the  Test.  Withers  was 
doing  some  repairs  to  a  punt  in  Broadlands 
Park,  and  saw  the  fish  on  the  shallows,  and  with 
a  rye- peck  cleverly  speared  the  fish  and  brought 
it  to  the  bank;  its  weight  was  2l3lb.  and  length 
42in.  What  a  mass  of  trout  such  a  fish  must 
have  consumed  in  his  day. 


AN  AFTERNOON  IN  LABRADOR. 


By  R.  L.  B. 


Froh  Liverpool,  travellers  to  the  great 
Canadian  ports  on  the  St.  Lawrence  pass  through 
that  dangerous  channel,  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle, 
which  separate  the  island  of  Newfoundland  from 
the  great  North  American  Continent.  On  the 
right  hand  side,  should  the  day  be  clear,  will  be 
seen  the  coast  of  Labrador,  the  Meta  Incognita  of 
the  Elizabethan  navigators.  A  bleak  and  desolate 
land,  it  is  a  very  desert,  the  only  inhabitants 
being  the  migratory  fishing  population  from  the 
island  of  Newfoundland,  and  a  few  families  who 
remain  the  whole  year,  engaged  in  the  fishery 
during  the  summer,  and  trapping  in  the  winter. 
Our  vessel  has  crept  round  in  a  thick  fog  through 
a  swarm  of  fishing  boats  anchored  at  the  mouth 
of  the  bay,  to  Blanc  Sablon,  where  we  are  to 
remain  the  night.  Labrador  is  the  mainstay  of 
the  Newfoundland  fishing  industry,  which  is 
carried  on  by  fleets  of  schooners  fitted  out  by  the 
merchantslof  St.  John’s,  leaving  there  in  the 
early  summer,  returning  with  their  catch  in 
October.  Near  here  we  were  told  there  was  a 
big  river,  but  we  learnt  from  a  fisherman  who 
came  alongside  that  it  was  nine  miles  off,  and 
therefore  was  out  of  the.  question,  but  that  there 
was  a  small  stream  about  a  mile  and  a  half  away 
where  a  few  trout  might  be  got.  L.  and  I  agree 
it  is  worth  a  try,  and  soon  start  off.  As  we  think 
there  is  no  chance  of  a  salmon  we  each  take  a 
12-foot  trout  rod,  and  L.  takes  a  gaff  more  as 
a  walking  stick.  We  landed  at  one  of  the  large 
cod  rooms,  and  have  a  look  at  the  piles  of  drying 
fidi,  and  the  butts  in  which  there  is  a  viscid 
nauseous  liquid,- which  we  discover  is  the  raw 
cod  liver  oil.  Our  path  leads  past  the  drying 
ground  for  nets,  to  a  fiat  marshy  “  barren,” 
thrtUgh  which  runs  Our  stream,  tidal  for  a  couple 
of  miles,  flowing  over  a  sandy  bottom  between 
high  grass-covered  banks.  We  were  told  by  an 
inhabitant  that  the  river  was  no  good  until  we 
came  to  a  bluff  which  jutted  out  from  the  hills 
into  the  plain.  This  is  the  point  we  make  for 
through  the  marsh,  and  on  the  higher  ground 
get  a  birdseye  view  of  the  country.  Not  a  tree 
is  to  be  seen,  rock  and  barren  everywhere.  Across 
the  stream  are  a  quantity  of  swampy  pools  which 
should  be  good  for  black  duck  later  on  in  the 
year.  Away  to  the  right  is  a  large  lake 
which  is  drained  by  our  stream.  Prom 
the  lake  the  stream  runs  over  some  falls, 
then  rumbling  over  a  rocky  bed  reaches  the 
plain  at  our  feet,  forming  a  series  of  still  shallow 
pools  and  delightful  “stickle^,”  as  they  are  called 
in  the  West  Oountree.  “  Well,  we  may  as  well 
begin  at  the  fall  and  work  towards  home,”  says 
L.,  so  we  turn  off  the  path  and  strike  through  the 
juniper  scrub,  through  the  “  mesh,”  to  the  bank  of 
the  river,  if  we  may  call  it  so,  as  it  is  only  the 
size  of  a  moorland  stream,  with  grassy  banl  s 
and  pebbly  bottom,  rocks  here  and  there  breaking 
the  current  and  forming  little  pools  and  shelteis 
for  trout.  W'e  soon  put  our  rods  together  and 
take  our  usual  precaution  against  black  flies 
and  mosquitoes.  I  put  up  a  stoutish  trout 
cast'  (b.ing  the  only  light  one  I  have)  with  too 
flies,  the!firstasmall“  Jenny  Lind”  tiedon  very  fine 
gut,  and  as  tail  fly  an  old  “  Silver  Doctor”  rather 
the  worse  for  wear,  as  I  hope  to  get  a  sea-trout 
or  two,  but  expect  to  get  mostly  brown  trout. 
So  it  turns  out,  as  the  sea-trout  have  gone  right 
up  into  the  lake,  but  my  basket  soon  begins  to 
fill  with  nice  little  brown  chaps,  about  four  to 
six  in  the  pound.  L.  begins  some  way  further 
down,  and  I  follow,  getting  a  good  number,  and 
catching  a  quantity  of  parr,  which  I  take  to  be 
the  young  of  sea-trout,  never  thinking  that  the 
stream  would  hold  salmon  or  grilse. 

After  working  about  half  a  mile  I  arrived  at  a 
fine  pool — there  is  a  good  run  into  it  as  it  is  just 
where  the  hill  meets  the  level  ground.  I  try  one 
or  two  casts  but  get  nothing,  as  previously  I  had 
risen  a  fish  nearly  every  cast,  but,  by  Jove,  what’s 
that  rise? — a  sea-trout,  and  a  good  one,  too. 
Hullo!  AVhat?  a  salmon? — as  a  bright  silver 
fish  leaps  out  from  the  pool  just  where  the  cur¬ 
rent  begins  to  slacken.  Well,  I  may  as  well  try 
the  same  cast  anyway,  and  throw  out  just  above 
where  he  rose.  A  swirl,  and  I  am  in  him.  Off 
he  goes  with  several  jumps.  Oh,  horror!  my 
reel  is  all  anyhow  (it  is  an  old  one),  and  I  have 
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only  got  about  four  rod-lengths  of  line  altogether. 
Anyhow  I  manage  to  keep  a  little  line  in  hand 
and  follow  him  down.  I  am  glad  to  say  he  does 
not  run  far,  but  jumps  a  lot.  I  get  the  line  in 
bit  by  bit,  but  away  he  gees,  but  luckily  there 
are  no  stones  for  him  to  rub  against 
when  he  sulks.  He  is  a  game  little  chap,  and 
gives  me  all  I  know  to  circumvent  him, 
but  at  the  last  be  gets  tired  and  his  silver  side 
turns  up..  I  sing  out  to  L.  to  bring  the  gaff,  but 
he  has  mislaid  it,  and  we  must  beach  him.  I 
gradually  pull  him  in,  and  L.  chucks  him  up  on 
the  bank.  He  has  taken  thelittle  “Jenny  Lind” 
(a  claret  hackle,  gold  body,  and  bright  bluewings), 
and  is  a  grilse,  a  little  better  than  31b.  This  is, 
indeed,  a  surprise,  so  I  give  the  place  a  rest  and 
go  down  stream,  intending  to  try  back.  In  the 
shallows  I  pick  up  a  good  many  trout ;  they  are 
game  and  fight  well.  Whilst  we  are  resting 
some  one  else  tries  our  pool,  but  without  success. 
Soon  I  go  back  and  try  again.  I  see  a  nice  fish 
of  about  61b.  jump  out ;  be  has  a  red  patch  on 
his  body,  due  to  a  net  perhaps.  By  Jove  !  he  has 
come  at  me  the  next  cast,  and  I  am  fast.  Off  he 
goes,  jump  after  jump;  I  have  to  follow  him 
i  nto  the  stream.  He  gives  me  ten  minutes’  very 
good  fun,  and  the  same  fish  for  1  see  the  scar. 
He  has  taken  a  little  grey  fly  with  gold  body ;  a 
very  killing  fly  out  here.  He  is  getting  done 
now,  and  1  bring  him  in.  He  has  only  a  few 
flaps  left  in  him,  but,  alas  !  flaps  off.  I  don’t 
knOT?  why;  1  think  the  hook  is  too  small  and  has 
worked  out.  I  manage  to  rise  another,  but  do 
not  hook  him,  and  then  it  is  time  to  leave.  Thus 
closed  a  very  pleasant  afternoon’s  fishing  ;  my 
basket  containing  one  grilse  and  about  five 
dozen  trout,  fine  fat  little  fellows,  and  excellent 
eating. 


A  FEW  WOEDS  ON  THE  OTTEE. 


FkOM  “  roACHEKS  AND  Po.\ClIING,”  BY  JOIIN 
Watson. 


Otters  are  still  abundant  on  the  banks  of  most 
northern  streams,  as  also  among  the  rocks  and 
boulders  of  the  coast  line.  On  the  margins  of 
the  more  secluded  tarns  of  the  fells,  otters,  too, 
are  yet  found.  Fitted  for  an  aquatic  existence, 
the  structure  of  the  otter  beautifully  exhibits  the 
provisions  suitable  to  its  mode  of  life.  On  land 
it  can  travel  swiftly,  though  the  water  is  its  best 
element. 

Immersed  in  this,  its  coat  appears  smooth  and 
glossy.  In  pursuing  its  prey  it  performs  the 
most  graceful  movements,  doubling  and  diving 
so  rapidly  that  it  is  difficult  to  follow  its  evolu¬ 
tions.  When  fishing,  its  object  is  to  get  beneath 
the  object  pursued,  as  from  the  construction  of 
its  eyes,  which  are  placed  high  in  the  head,  it  is 
better  enabled  to  secure  its  prey.  This  it  seldom 
fails  to  do,  its  whole  structure,  as  already 
remarked,  greatly  facilitating  its  movements  in 
the  water.  Its  uniform  dusky  brown  coat  has, 
like  all  aquatic  creatures,  a  soft  under-fur  with 
long  hair  above. 

The  otter  generally  takes  possession  of  a 
natural  cavity,  a  drain,  or  a  hole  made  by  the 
inundation  of  the  stream.  The  entrance  is 
usually  under  water,  and  inclines  towards  the 
bank.  Situations  where  the  latter  is  overhung 
with  bushes,  and  with  tall  water  plants  in  the 
vicinity,  are  generally  chosen.  From  this  the 
young,  three  or  four  weeks  old,  betake  them¬ 
selves  to  the  water,  and  if  captured  now  may 
easily  be  domesticated. 

And  now  a  word  as  to  their  food.  That  it 
destroys  fish  we  are  not  about  to  deny.  But  this 
liking^  for  fish  has  become  such  a  stereotyped 
fact  (?)  in  natural  history,  that  it  is  glibly 
repeated,  parrot-like,  and  so  continues  until  most 
readers  have  come  to  accept  it.  The  otter 
destroys  but  few  fish,  using  the  word  in  its 
popular  acceptation.  What  it  destroys  are  for 
food,  and  not  out  of  love  of  killing.  The  greater 
j)art  of  its  diet  consists  of  fresh-water  cravfish, 
thousands  of  which  it  destroys,  and  it  is  for  these 
that  long  journeys  are  so  frequently  made. 

ilany  miles  in  a  night  are  traversed  for  these 
crustaceans,  the  beds  of  mountain  and  moorland 
streams,  itc.,  being  tracked  to  their  source,  almost 
every  stone  on  the  way  being  examined. 


NEW  FISHING  TACKLE,  CATA¬ 
LOGUES,  &c. 


LANDER’S  TELESCOPIC  FLOAT. 
Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.,  of  Redditch,  have 
recently  taken  up  the  sole  wholesale  agency  for 
J.  Lander’s  Patent  Telescopic  Float.  The  names 


of  the  floats  upon  the  market  is  legion ;  and  it 
may  safely  be  assumed  that  “Lander’s  Patent” 
is  worthy  of  merit  for  Messrs.  Allcock’s  gold 
medal  firm  to  take  it  up. 

Amongst  the  advantages  claimed  by  tbe  in¬ 
ventor  for  the  “  Telescopic  Float  ”  arc  the 
following ; — 

“  That  it  is  suitable  for  all  kinds  of  float 
fishing. 

“  That  it  can  be  used  either  as  a  stationary  or 
a  running  float. 

“  That  it  can  be  altered  from  6in.  to  lOin.  in  a 
moment. 

“That  greater  part  of  the  shot  can  be  placed 
inside,  and  increased  or  decreased  to  suit  length 
of  throw. 

“  It  is  made  perfectly  watertight  by  an  india- 
rubber  band. 

“  Cannot  foul  in  weeds. 

“The  weight  being  concentrated  in  the  float, 
gives  the  angler  more  command  in  making  his 
cast.  It  can  be  cast  under  bushes,  &c.,  and  the 
bait  lowered  quietly  into  the  water  without  dis¬ 
turbing  the  fish,  no  matter  how  deep  it  may  be. 

“Much  time  will  be  saved  in  placing  shot  on 
the  line,  as  the  slide  can  be  moved,  instead  of 
putting  them  on  or  taking  them  off.  Five  or  six 
shots  are  the  most  ever  required  for  sinking  the 
bait,  even  in  quick  ivaler. 

“In  striking  a  fish  the  action  is  much  quicker. 
The  line  runs  through  the  float  perpendicularly, 
the  float  acting  as  a  buoy,  and  not  being  lifted 
as  in  the  old  way. 

“That  it  will  take  the  place  eventually  of  the 


pelican  quill  float,  which  is  becoming  very 
scarce,  and  in  a  short  time  will  be  only  obtain¬ 
able  by  the  wealthy.” 

The  same  inventor  (Mr.  J.  Lander)  has  patented, 
and  will  shortly  place  upon  the  market,  a  reel, 
by  which  the  float  can  be  cast  with  a  weight  of 
2  drams  36  grains  a  distance  of  thirty  or  forty 
yards  with  case. 


MR.  BAMBRIDGE’S  NEW  CATALOGUE. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Bambridge,  of  Windsor  Bridge,  Eton- 
on-Thames,  sends  us  a  copy  of  thenew  edition  of  his 
fine  catalogue.  He  makes  a  speciality,  amongst 
other  things,  of  repairing  rods,  a  piece  of  infor¬ 
mation  which  is  well  worth  noting.  Being  himself 
an  enthusiastic  practical  angler,  he  certainly  has 
every  chance  of  giving  his  customers  satisfaction. 
The  testimonials  from  anglers  which  he  publishes, 
and  the  extracts  from  press  notices,  are  certainly 
such  as  any  fishing-tackle  maker  may  well  be 
proud  of.  He  makes  a  special  feature  of  rods  for 
mabseer,  salmon,  grilse,  and  fly-fishing  generally, 
also  of  Thames  punt  rods  of  all  kinds.  Amongst 
his  flies  we  notice  special  patterns  for  Thames 
trout,  including  Dr.  Shomes’  Fancy,  named  after 
Dr.  Shomes  of  Great  Marlow,  perhaps  the  most 
successful  Thames  trout  angler  with  the  artificial 
fly  living.  His  May-flies  are  also  first-rate  in 
quality,  dressing,  and  material  used,  and  we  were 
glad  to  send  him  an  order  for  some  of  his  Summer 
Duck  Mays  for  use  this  present  May-fly  season. 
His  fly- material  cabinets,  which  are  fully  illus¬ 
trated  in  this  catalogue,  we  have  already  spoken 
favourably  of.  From  Mr.  Bambridge’s  point  of 
view  one  of  the  greatest  novelties  in  the  whole 


catalogue  is  the  Nicholay  Out-barb  Hook,  which 
is  thus  described  in  the  catalogue  : 

“  0  wing  to  the  enormous  stocks  of  in-barb  hooks 
on  hand  throughout  the  world,  prejudice  will,  as 
Mr.  Nicholay  says,  be  very  strong  against  the 
invention,  but  anglers  will  do  well  to  take  no 
notice  of  this,  but  insist  on  having  the  Nicholay 
oMi-barb  hook.  Mr.  Bambridge  in  his  test  with 
a  finely  attached  steelyard  on  a  square  of  wash 
leather,  fixed  firmly  in  a  mantel  board,  found  the 
following  result,  trying  the  in-barb  first,  a  steady 
strain  being  given,  till  penetration  took  place. 

In-Babb.  Out-Babb. 
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“  The  whole  twenty-four  penetrations  were  con¬ 
fined  to  a  surface  of  less  than  two  square  inches, 
so  that  the  same  resistance  should  be  given  to 
each  hook,  though  as  in  the  case  of  pulls.  No.  6, 
8,  and  11,  in  the  out-barb  trial  hook,  it  may  have 
got  oa  to  a  closer  textui-e,  hence  the  slightly 
greater  strain  recjuired,  but  taken  on  the  whole, 
the  above  trial  is  very  convincing,  but  ‘  the  proof 
of  the  pudding  being  in  the  eating,’  salmon 
anglers  should  try  them.  Standard  pattern  flies 
stocked,  and  any  patterns  correctly  copied,  (juickly 
as  possible,  owing  to  demand.” 


Books  Received. — “The  World-Wide  Atlas,” 
with  an  introduction  by  J,  Scott  Keltic  (W.  and 
A.  K.  Johnston,  Edinburgh  and  London).  “  The 
Sportsman’s,  Tourist,  and  General  Guide  to 
Scotland,”  edited  by  J.  Watson  Lyall  .(London : 
118.  Fall  Mall).  “  The  Breech-Loader  and  How 
to  Use  It,  by  W.  W.  Greener  (London:  Cassell 
and  Company).  Notices  will  appear  in  our  next 
issue. 
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DORSETSHIRE:  ITS  RIVER  AND  SEA 

FISHING. 

(Continued  from  page  309.) 

By  Alfked  Jardine. 


During  J uly  and  August  when  the  weather  is  very 
hot,  early  morning  soon  after  daybreak — and  up 
to  eight  o’clock — also  in  the  cool  of  evening,  are 
the  best  times  to  fish  for  bass  ;  it  is  little  use 
trying  in  the  forenoons  or  afternoons  of  bright 
sunny  days,  for  they  are  such  timid  fish,  that  when 
the  water  is  clear  a  movement  of  the  angler  or  his 
rod  will  give  them  instant  alarm,  and  cause  them 
to  seek  other  waters  less  disturbed ;  yet,  some¬ 
times  on  breezy  days,  with  the  sea  heavily  rippled, 
bass  will  feed,  and  continue  to  do  so,  within  a  few 
yards,  comparatively,  of  where  the  angler  may  be 
standing  or  sitting. 

Other  localities,  besides  the  swift  currents 
flowing  between  rocks,  or  round  headlands,  in 
which  these  sport-giving  fish  can  usually  be 
caught,  are  tideways  setting  into  or  from  harbours, 
and  the  estuaries  of  tidal  rivers.  Up  the  latter 
they  frequently  ascend  some  distance,  as  if  the 
blending  of  fresh  with  the  sea  water  was  to  their 
liking;  it  certainly  appears  to  whet  their  appetites, 
and  I  have  known  of  good  catches  made  in  such 
places ;  for  instance,  at  Littlehampton  river, 
Poole  harbour,  Weymouth,  Exmouth,  Dartmouth, 
&c. 

Float  fishing  is  oftentimes  successful,  whether 
in  harbours  or  from  pier-heads,  and  should  the 
water  be  a  little  coloured,  as  is  frequently  the 
case  after  windy  weather  or  heavy  rains,  so  much 
the  better  for  fishing.  A  pike  float  should  be 
used,  large  enough  to  carry  an  ounce  pipe  lead  for 
the  sinker,  and  below  it  a  hook  on  a  snood  twelve 
inches  long,  and  two  or  three  others  above  the 
lead ;  the  hooks  fixed  on  the  line  at  intervals  of 
two  feet  apart,  this  tackle  is  a  floating  paternoster. 
For  baits,  mussels,  pieces  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
square  from  the  sides  of  mackerel,  herring,  or 
pilchard,  and  fish  liver — best  of  all  the  liver  of 
a  skate,  but  it  is  a  tender  bait,  and  may  have  a 
wrapping  of  fine  silk,  to  keep  it  on  the  hook. 
Where  the  water  is  very  deep  a  travelling  float 
should  be  used  ;  this  is  made  by  putting  the  line 
through  the  tube  of  the  float,  and  then  making  a 
loop  or  half  hitch  in  the  line,  so  far  above  the  lead 
weight,  as  is  the  depth  desirable  to  fish.  In  this 
loop  place  a  short  piece  of  narrow  india-rubber 
band,  and  tighten  the  loop  on  it ;  the  upright  rod 
rings  being  large — i.e ,  three-eights  of  inch 
diarneter — as  previously  described,  the  line  with 
the  india-rubber  stop  is  drawn  through  the  rings, 
and  the  float  drops  down  till  it  rests  on  another 
stop,  made  of  a  small  bit  of  wood  or  lucifer  match, 
half  an  inch  long,  placed  transversely  on  the  line, 
close  above  the  top  hook.  On  casting  out  the 
baits  the  weight  pulls  the  line  down  through  the 
float,  till  the  india-rubber  stop  prevents  the  baits 
sinking  any  deeper.  By  this  method  almost  any 
depth  of  water  can  be  fished.  It  is  best  to  let 
the  lower  hook  be  no  nearer  than  twelve  inches  to 
the  sea-bottom,  so  as  to  avoid  baits  being  taken 
by  crabs,  which  are,  at  times,  great  nuisances  to 
fishermen. 

I  hope  ray  description  of  this  kind  of  pater¬ 
noster  fishing  is  plain  enough  for  anglers  to 
understand ;  it  is  a  method  that  can  be  adopted 
for  capturing  whiting,  mullet,  pollack,  and  various 
other  sea-fish. 

Pollack,  or  lythe,  though  similar  in  shape  to 
silver-whiting,  differ  in  colour,  being  olive-brown 
on  the  back,  shading  through  lighter  tints  at 
the  sides,  to  white  on  the  belly;  they  often  attain 
a  large  size,  as  much  even  as  121b.  or  151b.,  but 
an  eight-pounder  is  not  an  uncommon  capture  off 
the  Dorset  coast.  Pollack  are  very  strong  fish, 
and  when  exceeding  41b.  in  weight  require  careful 
management ;  they  sheer  from  side  to  side,  and 
in  a  current  or  tideway  must  be  humoured  on  the 
give  and  take  principle,  for,  if  the  tackle  is  fine, 
there  is  almost  certain  to  be  a  break  away,  with 
loss  of  hooks.  As  a  rule,  they  are  not  caught  at 
distances  far  away  from  the  coast ;  they  seem  to 
delight  in  rocky  ground,  .about  which  the  boat 
should  be  rowed  slowly,  i.e.,  with  just  enough 
motion  (o  keep  the  bait  above  the  rocks  and 
weeds.  This  method  is  called  “  whiffing,”  and 
differs  from  drift-fishing  from  a  boat  fixed  by  an 
anchor  or  stone-killick,  and  the  lines,  not  leaded, 


are  allowed  to  drift  or  stray  with  the  current  or 
tide. 

For  whiffing  the  line  should  be  eighty  yards 
long,  of  twisted  flax  or  hemp,  or,  better  still,  a 
waterproofed  pike-line,  with  twenty  yards  of 
hemp-line  joined  on  to  it,  this  to  carry  half  a  dozen 
pipe-leads  placed  on  the  line  at  intervals  of  a 
fathom,  i  e.,  Oft.  apart,  and  increasing  in  weight 
from  one  ounce  (the  end  one)  up  to  two  ounces; 
the  last  5ft.  or  6ft.  of  this  tackle  to  lie  of  horse¬ 
hair  snooding,  or  twisted  gut.  The  line  should 
be  marked  with  a  small  piece  of  red,  blue,  and 
yellow  cloth,  at  three,  six,  and  nine  fathoms,  to 
show  what  length  of  line  is  overboard.  These 
are  hand-lines,  and  two  can  be  used,  but  two  stiff 
rods,  of  8ft.  or  10ft.  length,  with  reels,  and 
lighter  tackle,  conduce  considerably  to  the  sport 
when  playing  fish  of  fair  calibre.  If  a  rod  is 
phaced  out  from  each  side  of  the  boat  a  hand-line 
can  be  paid  out  over  the  stern. 

Baits  for  whiffing  are  sand  eels,  small  fresh 
water  eels,  and  lampreys,  either  living  or  dead, 
rag,  lug,  or  large  lobworms  ;  the  hook  should  be 
of  mackerel  size,  with  a  small  one  bound  on  two 
inches  up  the  gut.  The  largest  hook  is  put  in  at 
the  mouth  of  the  bait,  carefully  threaded  two 
inches  down  and  out  of  the  side ;  then  the  small 
hook  is  placed  through  the  head,  which  prevents 
the  bait  slipping  and  getting  out  of  gear.  Narrow 
thin  slices,  three  to  five  inches  long,  cut  from  the 
sides  of  mackerel,  gurnard,  or  bass,  make  capital 
baits,  and  when  baits  are  scarce  imitation  india- 
rubber  eels,  or  thin  slices  of  bacon  rind  may  be 
used.  Pollack  occasionally  take  artificial  flies, 
such  as  already  described  for  sea  fishing,  if  worked 
under  the  surface,  on  a  lightly  leaded  whiffing 
line.  While  pollack  fishing,  codling,  bream, 
pout,  haddock,  gurnard,  and  wrasse  are  frequently 
caught,  and  occasionally  large  mackerel. 

One  fine  day,  late  in  July,  1891,  a  friend  and  I 
arranged  to  go  pollack  fishing  ofi:  the  coast,  east 
of  Lulworth.  J\Iy  rods  and  tackle  were  put 
aboard  the  Lively  Polly,  with  certain  creature 
comforts  for  ourselves  and  “  the  skipper,”  Harry 
Vye,  who  had  procured  some  sand  eels,  rag  and 
lugworms,  and  whelks  for  baits.  About  two 
o’clock  we  hoisted  sail,  and  on  going  over  the 
reef  at  the  entrance  to  the  cove  caught  a  couple 
of  mackerel,  which  came  in  handy  later  on  in  the 
evening,  when  baits  began  to  run  short.  There 
was  a  steady  breeze  from  the  south-east ;  so, 
putting  out  two  whiffing  lines,  we  sailed  for 
Meops  Rocks,  and,  fishing  the  various  channels 
between  them,  caught  a  fair  quantity  of  good- 
sized  fish  ;  one  pollack,  a  six-jiounder,  gave 
capital  sport,  and  required  a  lot  of  playing  before 
it  was  in  the  landing  net.  Four  others  weighed 
between  31b.  and  41b.  each. 

Then  we  “  whiffed  ”  the  six-fathom  water  of 
Meops  Bay,  Airish-Mell,  and  Worbarrow  Bay, 
sailing  back,  and  over  this  course  again  many 
times,  for  there  were  plenty  of  pollack,  and  they 
were  feeding  well,  sometimes  a  fish  on  each  line 
being  brought  simultaneously  to  our  boat.  At 
last  I  got  hold  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  very 
large  fish  ;  we  were  tacking,  and  when  the  boat 
was  getting  well  under  way,  my  rod  was  nearly 
dragged  overboard,  the  check-winch  rattled  out  a 
screech,  and  line  was  rapidly  running  off ;  but  in 
less  than  a  minute  the  boat  was  veered  round, 
then  the  fish  was  well  in  hand,  fighting  against 
the  flexibility  of  my  rod  and  a  tough  pike  line. 
He  bored  down  and  out  across  the  tide  several 
times,  battling  hard  for  life,  but  in  a  quarter- 
hour  I  had  a  101b.  pollack  gaffed  and  in  the  boat, 
not  the  largest,  but  one  of  the  gamest  I  have  ever 
caught. 

t)n  returning  late  in  the  evening,  we  caught  a 
31b.  wrasse,  just  by  Lulworth  Cove.  Wrasse  are 
most  beautifully  marked  in  various  hues — greens, 
purples,  golden  olive,  cinnamon,  browns — and 
scarcely  two  fish  are  alike;  their  colours  fade 
quickly  when  out  of  the  water,  and  as  edible  fish, 
wrasse  are  almost  useless. 

But  I  must  hark  back  to  fresh-water  fishing, 
and  the  memory  of  two  days  excellent  sport  pike 
fishing  near  Lulworth  in  the  winter  of  1879.  It 
was  bitter  weather  during  that  January,  all  the 
lakes  and  most  rivers  were  frozen  over,  only  the 
swiftest  among  the  latter  wereat  all  fishable,  and 
even  these,  where  the  current  was  slack  or 
arrested  by  weirs  and  mill  heads,  were  coated  in 
such  places  with  thick  ice.  If  my  recollection 
serves  me,  it  was  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  of  January, 
that  1  made  one  of  my  frequent  visits,  on  pike 


slaying  bent,  to  AVareham,  Dorsetshire  ;  tho 
Frome  then  contained  plenty  of  twenty-pounders. 

The  Brown  Bear  was  my  headquarters,  a  snug, 
cosy  little  inn,  where  the  jolly  landlord  and  his 
bunny  wife  always  tried,  and  never  failed,  to  make 
their  customers  comfortable. 

This  particular  visit  is  fixed  in  my  memory 
because,  in  spite  of  apparently  hopeless  chances 
and  insuperable  difficulties,  my  friend,  J.  P. 
Wheeldon  (to  whom  I  wired  to  come,  if  he  could 
stand  tho  cold),  and  myself,  had  extraordinary 
sport,  although  the  river  was  almost  blocked  with 
ice  which,  in  the  mid-channel  only,  was  floating 
hurriedly  along  to  the  sea ;  the  sides  and  all  the 
quiet  corners  being  bound  inches  thick  with  solid 
ice. 

Tired  with  the  four  hours’  ride  from  London, 
J.  P.  Ay.  arrived  at  one  o’clock  in  the  middle  of 
the  night — or,  rather,  early  morning — frozen 
to  his  bones,  and  glad  of  the  hot  supper  and  warm 
welcome  awaiting  him  at  the  Brown  Bear ;  the 
landlady  had  thoughtfully  chilled  a  bottle  of 
excellent  burgundy,  to  which,  and  a  roasted  hen 
pheasant,  my  friend  did  ample  justice;  then, 
one  whiskey  toddy  each,  and  off  we  went  to  bed — • 
he  to  dream  of  giant  pike.  I  had  already  captured 
a  dozen  good  fish  that  day. 

The  next  morning’s  outlook  made  our  hearts 
glad.  A  keen  frost  had  crisped  the  hedges  and 
trees  with  silver  traceries,  and  made  the  country 
all  around  very  beautiful. 

A  wagonette  was  ordered  for  eight  o'clock.  Our 
rods  and  luncheon  baskets  were  stowed  away,  our 
pipes  lighted,  and  we  were  off — driving  along  a 
roughly  paved  road,  cut  through  the  earthern 
ramparts  thrown  up  by  King  Alfred’s  garrison, 
A.D.  885,  to  defend  AA^areham  from  incursions  of 
the  Danes,  and  which  circumvallation  of  earth  is 
now  nearly  perfect,  after  the  lapse  of  a  thousand 
years.  I  called  my  friend’s  notice  to  a  quaint 
wayside  inn,  with  a  projecting  signboard, 
announcing  that  it  was  the  “Pure  Drop,’’  by 
Adam  ^  Short.  I  have  been  informed  that 
there  is  only  one  other  inn  similarly  named  in 
England. 

For  a  mile  or  two  the  road  traverses  heather- 
covered  moorlands,  overlooking  a  valley  through 
which  the  river  takes  a  most  serpentine  course, 
some  of  its  bends  returning  again  to  within  a  few 
yards  of  where  they  started  from,  although 
always  to  a  lower  level ;  thus,  in  floods,  the  water 
pours  over  the  isthmus  or  neck  of  land.  Hero 
and  there  the  river  is  cutting  new  channels,  and, 
in  course  of  time,  will  be  much  less  tortuous, 
which  will  not  improve  the  fishing,  for  at  every 
bend  the  water  has  washed  out  deep  holes  under 
the  rush- covered  banks,  making  sure  and  certain 
harbours  for  pike,  admirably  adapted  for  pater- 
nostering. 

As  we  descended  the  hill  and  passed  Holme 
Bridge,  with  its  ancient  buttresses  and  pointed 
arches,  overgrown  and  grey  wiih  lichens,  the  sun 
began  to  peep  out,  giving  promise  of  a  glorious 
day ;  and  on  reaching  our  destination  at  East 
Stoke,  where  I  had  left  my  punt  the  previous 
evening,  mv  first  pleasure  was  to  call  and  intro¬ 
duce  J.  P.  W.  to  another  good  chum  of  mine,  Mr. 
Henry  AVhite,  who  then  had  Stoke  Farm,  and 
through  whose  land  the  River  Frome  flowed. 
Returning  to  the  punt,  we  found  our  boatmen, 
John  and  William,  had  cleaned  it  out,  rigged  up 
our  rods,  and  had  all  ready ;  but  before  getting 
afloat  we  walked  up  stream  to  a  large  pool,  with 
hatchways,  through  which  salmon  ascend,  and 
are  then  able  to  go  as  far  up  the  river  as  Eindon. 
In  this  pool  I  caught  a  twenty-])ound  pike,  when 
fishing  with  the  late  H.  L.  Rolfe,  the  previous 
autumn.  I  hcoked  the  fish  close  to  the  bank  in 
deep  water,  at  the  mouth  of  a  culvert  which  carried 
off  surplus  water  from  the  mill  head  into  the 
main  river,  and  many  a  good  pike  I  have  caught 
there  since;  in  fact  this  place  and  the  pool  used 
to  be  full  of  fish.  But  on  the  occasion  that  I 
am  writing  about,  we  found  this  fine  “  holding- 
place”  was  nearly  unfishable  in  consequence  of 
(juantities  of  ice,  some  floating,  but  mostly 
stretching  over  the  water  for  some  distares  from 
the  rush-fringed  margin  of  the  river’s  bank.  I 
got  hold  of  a  heavy  pike  on  paternoster,  and  once 
had  a  view  of  its  head  and  shoulders,  as  it  dashed 
through,  and  partly  out  of,  the  ice-encumbered 
stream;  but  it  ran  under  the  frozen  slabs  on  my 
side  the  river,  and  although  J.  P.  AY.,  who  was  on 
the  other  side,  made  a  dexterous  cast  from  his 
reel,  skilfully  catching  hold  of  my  line  with  his 
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hook,  hoping  by  a  sbeady  lateral  pull  to  draw  my 
fieh  out  from  under  the  ice,  it  was  of  no  use ;  my 
line,  frayed  by  the  sharp  edges  of  the  ice,  broke, 
and  the  pike  escaped. 

]\Iy  friend  was  equally  unfortunate,  for  be  also 
hooked  a  fine  fish  ;  but  the  ice  floes  damaged  his 
tackle  in  a  similar  way,  and  the  result  was  his 
fish  too  was  lost. 

This  was  very  discouraging,  but  “  a  bad 
beginning  often  makes  a  good  ending.” 

(To  be  continued!) 


THE  NORWEGIAN  AGEN'J’S. 


We  have  received  a  long  letter  from  Mr.  Beyer, 
but  from  expressions  in  it  are  uncertain  if  it 
is  intended  for  us  or  the  editor  of  the  Field.  We 
give  one  extract  from  it  because  Mr.  Bever  refers 
to  his  agents  in  London,  Messrs.  E.  Baton  and 
Son,  for  confirmation  of  it.  It  is  as  follows  : 

“With  regard  to  Mr.  Sturdy’s  remark  that  my 
agents  are  still  offering  my  water  with  the  usual 
statements  and  reticences  likely  to  cause  appli¬ 
cants  to  deceive  themselves,  1  beg  to  say  that 
in  the  description  which  I  gave  them,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  which  they  were  to  offer  my  fishing  to 
intending  tenants,  both  the  correct  length  is 
stated  and  the  salmon  trap  and  the  Seimslake 
mentioned.  In  addition  to  such  exact  description 
(of  which  I  have  a  press  copy),  I  further  gave 
them  a  large  scale  map  showing  all  these  thing.s. 
This  my  agents  will  admit  themselves  if  Mr. 
Sturdy  will  take  the  trouble  to  investigate  it, 
which  he  of  course  ought  to  have  done  already 
before  writing  his  last  letter.  If  they  nevertheless 
have  omitted  to  mention  either  the  lahe  or  salmon 
trap,  or  both,  they  have  certainly  done  so  nninten- 
tionally,  and  I  can  at  least  not  be  blamed  for  their 
mistake.” 

We  took  the  trouble  to  write  to  Mr.  Beyer's 
London  agents,  Messrs.  E.  Baton  and  Son,  14, 
St.  James’-street,  saying  that  Mr.  Beyer  had  re¬ 
ferred  to  them,  and  adding  that  we  were  informed 
that  the  advertisements  sent  by  them  to  the 
Field,  and  the  information  supplied  to  applicants 
about  Mr.  Beyer’s  fishery  by  them,  contained  no 
mention  of  the  lake  or  the  salmon  trap.  Certainly, 
the  only  advertisements  and  circular  from  their 
office  which  we  have  seen  do  not  mention  the 
lake  or  the  salmon  trap. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  last  lines  (in  italic) 
which  we  quote  from  Mr.  Beyer,  that  he  repu¬ 
diates  any  blame  attaching  to  him  in  consequence 
of  his  agents  not  carrying  out  his  instructions. 
Messrs.  Baton  and  Son  evidently  do  not  trouble 
themselves  about  the  matter  extensively.  Here 
is  their  reply  : — 

“  IMessrs.  Edward  Baton  and  Son  must  decline 
to  di<cuss  with  Mr.  Marston  either  Mr.  Beyer’s 
(of  Bergen)  affairs,  or  whether  that  gentleman  or 
they  are  to  blame  in  anyway  about  anything.” 

In  future  we  hope  Mr.  Beyer,  before  he  refers 
people  to  his  agents,  will  ascertain  that  there  is 
any  use  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  Beyer  says  Mr.  Sturdy  accused  him  of 
inserting  advertisements  likely  to  cause  appli¬ 
cants  to  deceive  themselves,  and  he  first  denies 
this,  and  then  states  if  it  was  done  it  was  done 
against  his  express  order.s  by  his  agents,  and 
refers  us  to  them.  They  simply  decline  to 
discuss  the  matter.  Certainly  the  more  it  is 
discussed  the  worse  it  looks  for  ]\[r.  Beyer,  and 
unless  he  can  satisfactorily  reply  to  Mr.  Sturdy’s 
challenge,  which  we  publish  this  week,  we  shall 
close  our  columns  to  him. 


Recoiid  Bo.vciieiis — At  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff’s 
Court  on  Friday,  Ogilvie,  a  labourer,  was  con¬ 
victed  on  evidence  lor  having  used  a  gaff  at 
cruives  of  Don  for  catching  salmon.  Of  course, 
he  pleaded  ‘  Not  guilty.”  and  produced  as  testi¬ 
mony  of  his  innocence  the  witness  of  John 
Taylor  Watt,  who,  on  stepping  into  the  box,  ad¬ 
mitted  having  been  seventeen  times  convicted  of 
poaching,  but  explained  to  his  lordship,  amidst 
the  laughter  of  the  court,  that  it  was  all  through 
spite  that  he  had  attained  such  eminence  in  the 
ranks  of  the  fraternity.  The  accused  admitted 
thirteen  previous  convictions,  and  this  last  makes 
the  fourteenth,  for  which  he  was  sweetly  mulcted 
in  the  sum  of  to,  with  tl  Els.  tij.  expenses,  with 
the  alternative  of  thirty  days  in  prison. 


THE  THAMES  FISHERY  BYE¬ 
LAWS. 


Akoleks  may  be  congratulated  on  the  success 
of  their  efforts  to  improve  the  Thames  Fisheries 
Bye-laws.  The  revised  draft  has  at  last  been 
published,  and  we  are  extremely  glad  to  find  they 
contain  most  important  improvements  and  modi¬ 
fications. 

Onr  readers  will,  however,  look  in  vain  for  any 
bye-law's  dealing  with  swans  or  steam  launches, 
nor  will  they  find  any  alteration  of  importance 
in  the  fence  season,  nor  in  the  sizes  of  fish.  But 
in  the  matter  of  netting  the  conservators  have 
given  up  all  attempt  to  increase  the  privileges  of 
owners  or  claimants  of  fisheries,  and  have 
reverted  to  the  old  bye-law  of  1833.  That  bye¬ 
law  is  sufficiently  strong,  for  it  gives  owners  of 
fisheries  unlimited  night-lining  and  cast  netting 
powers,  but  the  two-inch  mesh  of  the  drag  and 
hoop  net  (allo«ved  only  to  those  who  could  obtain 
a  licence  to  use  them)  is  sO  large  that  no  revival 
of  netting  on  any  large  scale  may  be  feared  in 
the  Thames. 

Another  most  important  point  in  which  the 
conservators  have  given  way  is,  that  relating 
to  the  taking  of  fish  for  scientific  purposes,  e.y., 
fish  culture.  Under  the  old  bye-laws  any  person 
could  do  this  with  a  licence  from  the  conservators, 
but  under  the  proposed  bye-laws  no  person  could 
do  this  unless  he  was  the  owiter  of  a  fishery.  The 
old  order  of  things  is  reverted  to. 

In  the  matter  of  the  backwaters  theanglers  have 
scored  another  triumph.  The  conservators  pro¬ 
posed  to  omit  the  word  “backwater”  from  the 
bym-law  which  makes  it  illegal  to  set  nets  at  the 
mouths  of  creeks  and  inlets  to  the  river.  They 
have  now  reintroduced  the  word  “  backwater,”  and 
in  definition  of  the  word  “Thames”  they  no 
longer  use  the  expression  “  through  which  Thames 
water  flows  ”  (in  reference  to  backwaters),  but 
they  adopt  the  far  preferable  definition  given  in 
the  Thames  Breservation  Act  of  1885,  which  runs 
as  follows : 

“Every  part  of  the  River  Thame.s,  through 
which  Thames  water  flows,  between  the  town  of 
Cricklade  and  Teddington  Lock,  including  all 
such  backwaters,  creeks,  side-channels,  bays,  and 
inlets  connected  therewith  as  form  parts  of  the 
said  river  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  except  all 
private  artificial  cuts  for  purposes  of  drainage 
or  irrigation,  and  all  artificial  inlets  for  moats, 
boathouses,  pond^,  or  other  like  private  purposes, 
already  made  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  and  all 
channels  which  by  virtue  of  any  conveyance  from 
or  agreement  with  the  Conservators,  or  the  Com¬ 
missioners  acting  under  any  of  the  Acts  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  first  schedule  to  this  Act,  or  by  any 
lawful  title,  have  been  enjoyed  as  private  chan¬ 
nels  for  the  period  of  twenty  years  before  the 
passing  of  this  Act.” 

This  definition,  it  will  be  observed,  includes 
not  only  the  channels  through  which  Thames 
water  flows,  but  also  inlets,  creeks,  &c ,  which 
form  part  of  the  river. 

Anglers  are  not,  perhaps,  much  interested  in 
soles  caught  in  the  Thames  estuary,  but  at  a 
time  when  so  much  public  attention  is  being 
directed  to  this  most  valuable  food  fish,  it  is  not 
pleasant  to  find  the  conservators  changing  the 
limit  of  size  below  which  soles  must  be  returned 
to  the  water  from  10  inches  to  8  inches.  An 
8-inch  sole  is  a  miserable  little  fish. 

There  is  one  new  addition  to  the  bye-laws  to 
which  possibly  some  of  the  Upper  Thames 
Fishery  Associations  will  take  objection.  .  With 
the  object  of  preventing  a  large  number  of  under¬ 
sized  fish  being  taken  on  the  excuse  that  they  are 
required  for  the  purposes  of  bait,  the  conservators 
inserted  a  clause  making  it  illegal  for  any  person 
to  have  in  his  possession  more  than  fifty  under¬ 
sized  fish  at  one  time,  or  to  take  more  than  fifty 
fish  on  one  day  for  the  purposes  of  bait.  They 
now  except  from  this  provision  small  fish  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  baiting  eel  baskets,  so  that 
the  servant  of  any  fishery  owner  might  on  the 
excuse  that  he  reqirired  them  for  his  eel  baskets 
kill  an  urdimited  number  of  undersized  roach, 
dace,  chub,  Ac. 

The  present  close  season  for  trout  commences 
on  Sept.  1 1,  and  ends  on  March  31  following,  both 
days  inclusive.  In  the  original  draft  of  the  new 
bj-e-laws,  the  fence  season  was  enlarged  by  eleven 
days  in  September,  which  was  objected  to.  In  this 


present  draft  the  fence  season  commences  on 
Sept.  11,  and  ends  on  March  81,  but  to  make  the 
clause  accord  with  the  General  Salmon  Fishery 
Acts,  a  special  close  season  is  fixed  for  salmon 
and  salmon  trout,  commencing  on  Sept.  1,  and 
ending  on  March  31  following.  We  can  only 
hope  that  the  time  will  come  when  there  will  be 
an  opportunity  of  applying  this  portion  of  the 
bye-law.  Introduction  of  salmon  into  the  Thame  3 
is  looked  upon  as  a  vain  dream,  owing  perhaps  to 
the  failure  which  attended  the  introduction  of 
the  fry  of  salmon  a  good  many  years  ago.  But 
the  Thames  is  more  pure  now  than  it  was  then, 
and  we  have  all  learnt  that  to  introduce  fry, 
except  in  very  large  quantities,  is  worse  than 
useless,  for  it  means  throwing  money  away. 

'I'he  foregoing  are  the  only  points  which  have 
interest  for  anglers.  If  any  of  the  societies  or 
associations  desire  to  make  any  further  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  conservators,  those  recom¬ 
mendations  have  to  be  sent  in,  and  must  I  e 
considered  within  one  month  of  the  publication 
of  this  present  draft  of  the  bye-laws.  At  the  end 
of  the  month  the  bye-laws  will  be  sent  to  the 
Brivy  Council,  and  then  any  person  or  association 
wishing  to  pe  ition  against  it  can  do  so  by 
sending  in  his  petition,  addressed  to  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  in  Council,  iinder  covert  of  the  Clerk 
of  Brivy  Council  at  Whitehall,  that  those  of  the 
bye-laws  to  which  he,  or  th^y,  object  be  dis¬ 
allowed. 

All  the  Thames  anglers  will  be  gratified  at  the 
su  jcess  they  have  achieved,  and,  no  doubt,  many 
of  them  will  rest  content  with  the  result  of  their 
contest  with  the  conservators,  but  some  of  the 
associations  incline  to  the  view  that  the  time  has 
come  when  night-lining  and  netting,  except  for 
bait,  should  be  totally  prohibited. 

Certainly,  the  conservators  seem  to  have  lost 
an  opportunity  of  doing  what  would  have  been  a 
very  popular  act  among  anglers,  in  making 
illegal  practices  which  had  fallen  into  disuitude. 

From  the  general  remarks,  when  the  matter 
was  discussed  before  the  Berkshire  County 
{ Council,  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  riparian  owners  were  not  at  all 
in  sympathy  with  the  conservators  in  their  vieu  b 
concerning  netting. 

When  the  bye-laws  have  finally  passed  the 
Brivy  Council  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  con¬ 
sider  them  as  a  whole,  and  point  out  the  chanees 
they  have  wrought  in  the  law,  and  the  probable 
effect  they  will  have  on  angling  and  the  Thames 
fisheries. 


MAY-FLY  ON  THE  TEST,  1893. 


By  Major  W.  G.  Tukle. 


This,  I  expect,  will  be  remembered  as  a  record 
May-fly  year,  not  because  the  fishing  has  been  so 
unusually  good,  far  from  ii,  but  o  i  account  of 
its  being,  so  to  say,  entirely  out  of  gear.  To 
begin  with,  the  May-flies  made  their  appearance 
at  least  a  fortnight  before  they  had  any  business 
to  show  themselves.  Then,  instead  of  the  soft 
balmy  air  and  light  south-west  wind  so  dear  to 
the  dry-fly  angler,  the  wind  nearly  always  stood 
steady  at  eist-north-east,  and  it  required  a 
skilful  fisherman  to  lure  the  fish  from  their 
watery  bed.  Not  once  this  year  have  We  been 
able  to  lay  the  proud  array  of  thirty-two  brace 
out  on  the  lawn,  the  result  of  one  day’s  fishing, 
as  we  did  last  season;  eight  brace  and  a  half  to 
three  rods  being  the  best  we  have  mustered  as 
yet. 

That  was  yesterday,  for  thoug’u  during  the 
afternoon  the  fish  on  many  of  the  streams  were 
taking  the  fly  well,  it  was  next  to  impossible  to 
get  a  straight  line  over  them.  There  was  a 
general  complaint  that  the  fish  came  short,  but 
my  opinion,  founded  on  close  examination  is,  that 
the  fly  never  landed  straight  over  the  water,  but 
was  blown  back  some  six  inches,  consequently 
when  the  fish  rose  and  the  angler  struck,  he 
failed  to  get  a  tight  line.  That  A  1  fisherman, 
G.  U.  Wha'min,  Es(|  ,  made  the  best  bag  that  I 
know  of,  killing  ten  brace  on  the  Briory  and 
Newton  Stacey  Waters.  Another  good  take  on 
the  latter  water  alone  was  six  brace  last  Friday, 
really  the  best  day  of  the  May-fly  fishing.  '»’es- 
terday  the  fly  also  rose  well,  and  the  heaviest  fish 
of  this  season  was  then  killed,  weighing  a  little 
over  31b.  My  friend  had  been  waiting  for  it  all 
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the  afternoon,  and  was  just  preparing  to  pack  up 

and  start  for  the  train,  when  the  happy  idea 
occurred  to  him,  as  a  last  chance,  to  change 
his  May-fly  for  one  of  the  tiniest  pattern,  with 
the  aforesaid  result  of  hooking  the  three-pounder. 
I  was  present  at  the  capture,  and  the  fish  pulled 
and  bored  to  such  an  extent  that  I,  never  dream¬ 
ing  of  so  large  a  one,  told  my  friend  it  must  be 
foul-hooked. 

When  a  man  is  a  born  fisherman  his  love  of 
sport  dies  hard,  so  they  say,  whoever  they  may  be. 
An  old  friend  has  just  been  staying  with  us,  areal 
veteran  fly-fisher,  who  told  us  his  education  with 
the  rod  commenced  in  1828.  He  is  now  eighty- 
four,  can  still  throw  a  good  line,  and  killed  his 
three  and  a  half  brace  in  two  days,  with  which  he 
declared  himself  quite  content.  And  well  he 
might  be,  for  I  wonder  how  many  of  us  younger 
men  will  have  the  strength  of  arm  and  clear  eye¬ 
sight  to  guide  a  fly  without  the  aid  of  glasses  when 
we  are  eighty-four.  South  West  was  looking  on 
at  him,  and  remarked  that  a  good  number  of  the 
younger  generation  of  fishermen  might  have 
taken  a  wrinkle  from  the  masterly  manner  in 
which  he  stood  well  back  from  the  bank  and  rose 
and  killed  his  fish.  He  was  using  a  Hardy  split 
cane  rod  of  10ft.  6in.,  a  new  purchase  that  I 
recommended  to  him  last  year.  I  was  very  glad 
to  see  that  it  answered  so  well,  as  it  was  with 
great  reluctance  he  discarded  his  Chevalier  rod 
that  had  sei’ved  him  faithfully  for  sixty-five 
years. 

He  is,  and  has  ever  been,  a  busy  man,  work¬ 
ing  much  with  his  brain,  and  he  told  us  that 
through  life  he  had  pi’actised  fishing  and  shooting 
as  a  means  of  health.  Sport  has  evidently  served 
him  well,  for  a  more  haleand  hearty  old  gentleman 
it  would  be  hard  to  find  either  up  or  down 
the  river.  His  memory  is  wonderful,  and  he 
amused  us  by  relating  the  bad  farming  years 
of  the  century,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  season  would  run  the  worst  of  them 
pretty  close.  Even  the  water  meadows  are  dry 
enough  for  ladies  to  walk  on,  but,  fortunately, 
the  streams  keep  up  a  fair  head  of  water,  though 
how  they  manage  to  do  so  is  a  mystery.  There 
are  plenty  of  fish,  good  ones  too,  but  who  can 
expect  to  hook  them  with  a  wind  down  stream. 
In  the  mornings  the  fish  take  the  small  fly  very 
well,  especially  Bed  Quill  Gnat.  The  May-fly  has 
rarely  risen  before  lj..30,  when  there  is  a  good 
sprinkling,  though  not  anything  like  the  swarm  I 
saw  one  day  last  week  hovering  over  and  about 
Fullerton  Bridge.  Possibly  we  have  not  seen 
our  head  day  yet. 

^  As  far  as  I  can  glean,  the  members  of  the 
(  hilbolton  Fishing  Association,  barring  one  or 
two  locals,  have  not  done  very  much.  I  fancy 
the  rods  have  been  rather  too  thick,  for  on  Whit 
Monday  they  were  so  close  together  that  the 
water  looked  like  a  pegged-down  match  on  the 
Thames.  At  Hornsey  the  May- fly  was  up  about 
the  5th,  and  was  of  very  short  duration  ;  several 
large  trout  were  however  taken,  one  weighing 
5|lb.,  and  another  4|lb.  This  is  out  and  out  the 
worst  season  for  salmon  they  have  ever  had  on 
the  Broadlands  water,  and  a  friend  of  mine  has 
been  out  fourteen  times  without  catching  a  single 
one. 

But  there  is  a  great  deal  of  luck  in  the  matter. 
Now  it  could  only  have  been  luck  that  enabled 
one  fisherman  on  our  water  the  day  before  yester¬ 
day  to  catch  seven  fish,  whilst  another  equally 
good  man  only  got  one  small  one.  And  both  had 
light  lines,  which  are  more  difficult  to  manipulate 
than  the  stouter  ones  in  the  heavy  north-easters. 
Indeed,  a  very  experienced  angler,  the  one  who 
caught  the  six  brace  on  Thursday,  declares  that 
a  bad  wind  effects  a  stiff  rod  hardly  at  all. 
According  to  him,  there  is  nothing  better  for 
May-fly  fishing  than  a  north-east  wind,  a  stiff  rod, 
and  a  line  suitable  to  it.  But  then  the  great 
G.  S.  M.  can  accomplish  feats  well-nigh  im¬ 
possible  to  lesser  folk,  who,  on  following  his 
footsteps,  might  not  always  meet  with  the  same 
success.  It  is  not  every  one  that  has  such  a 
powerful  forefinger  for  working  a  rod.  Another 
fisherman  on  the  Chilbolton  water,  who  had  an 
excellent  day’s  sport  last  Friday,  told  me  that  he 
also  was  using  a  very  stiff  rod — whole  cane  I 
believe.  It  has  its  disadvantages  though,  for  it 
tires  the  hand  a  good  deal  more  than  a  lighter  one, 
which  is  a  consideration  in  a  long  day’s  work. 

There  is  something  very  fascinating  and 
absorbing  about  May-fly  fishing.  Everyone  gets 


into  such  a  feverish  state  of  hurry,  remembering 
now  is  their  opportunity  to  make  a  haul,  only  as 
time  is  short  it  must  be  done  at  once,  or  the  chance 
is  lost.  Not  to  be  on  the  spot  is  fatal,  for  who 
knows  how  soon  the  cry  may  go  up,  “  The  May¬ 
fly  is  rising  ”  ?  And  it  comes  j  ust  when  the  days 
ai'e  getting  their  longest  and  warmest.  I  am  not 
speaking  of  this  yea;r’s  weather,  which  has  been 
at  times  so  cold  that  wo  had  to  close  the  door  of 
the  hut  during  lunch-time,  and  trust  for  venti¬ 
lation  to  the  holes  in  the  roof,  but  May- fly 
in  June,  as  it  ought  to  be.  It  also  forms 
a  delightful  occasion  for  a  picnic  in  the 
meadows,  for  non-anglers  to  come  and  admire 
the  prowess  of  their  more  skilled  brethren.  It  is 
so  very  delightful  to  lay  the  beautiful  silvery 
fish  side  by  side  on  the  green  bank,  and  explain 
in  modest  unassuming  tones  that  they  are  nothing 
to  what  you  would  have  accomplished  if  so-and- 
so  had  or  had  not  occurred.  And  then  there  is 
lunch,  a  grateful  though  never  a  lengthy  meal, 
because  one  remembers  that  splendid  fellow  who 
kept  on  rising  by  the  osier  bed,  whilst  another  is 
quite  sure  there  is  a  regular  whale  in  the  black 
ditch,  and  so  on  ad  libitum.  But  somehow  or 
other,  however  far  the  keen  angler  may  stray,  he 
always  manages  to  find  his  way  to  the  hut  about 
tea-time,  for  tea  is  refreshing  whether  the  after¬ 
noon  is  hot  or  the  wind  blowing  through  and 
through  you.  But  it  does  not  do  to  forget  the 
teapot,  as  we  did  last  Monday,  and  have  to  send  a 
mile  to  fetch  it.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  favour¬ 
able  May-fly  season  bi-ings  a  real  good  time  to  all 
concerned.  It  l^risks  up  the  monotonous  routine 
of  ordinary  country  life,  it  affords  the  occasion  of 
a  good  deal  of  amusement  and  mild  chaff,  and,  a 
very  important  item,  makes  a  good  standing  point 
for  the  meeting  of  old  friends  from  year  to  year. 

P.S. — To-day  (May  31)  there  has  been  vei'y  little 
fly  on,  and  few  fish  moving.  The  air  seems  laden 
with  blight.  I  am  in  hopes  of  a  better  state  of 
things  to-morrow.  _ 


It  has  been  a  remarkably  early  season  for  the 
May-fly  on  the  Test.  On  May  6,  at  about?  p.m., 
I  captured  a  specimen  of  this  fly,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  the  keeper  here  (Romsey)  told  me 
he  saw  quite  a  number.  From  the  first  hatch 
until  now  (May  30,  when  the  fly  may  be  said  to 
be  over)  there  has  hardly  ever  been  much  of  a 
hatch  before  noon  in  the  day.  My  experience 
points  to  the  fact  that  the  principal  hatch  of 
May-flies  has  generally  occurred  about  3  p.m.  or 
-I  p.m.  each  day,  lasting  until  6  p.m.  or  7  p.m. 
One  Sunday  I  did  hear  of  the  trout  rising  and 
taking  them  between  10  a.m.  and  H  a.m.,  but 
did  not  witness  it. 

On  May  12,  while  fishing  at  Mottisfont,  I  saw 
the  first  trout  taking  May-fly,  and  perhaps  on 
this  day  the  fly  was  as  strong  on  the  water  as  it 
has  been  all  along. 

May  13  I  made  my  first  trial  with  the  artificial 
fly.  It  was  a  very  hot,  bright  day  with  hardly 
a  breath  of  wind,  and  as  I  came  through  the  little 
wood  to  get  to  the  lower  end  of  my  fishing  the 
heat  was  almost  tropical.  Butterflies  were 
flitting  about  in  swarms  in  this  wood,  and  I 
noticed  several  uncommon  varieties ;  it  must 
have  been  an  ideal  year  for  entomologists. 
Although  there  was  a  fair  hatch  of  fly  on  the 
afternoon  of  this  day;  the  fish  seemed  strangely 
apathetic  about  taking  them,  and  where  there 
ought  to  be  a  dozen  fish  rising  I  could  only  find 
one  or  two. 

The  first  fish  I  put  the  fly  over  was  rising  in  a 
clear  space  with  gravelly  bottom,  that  at  times  is 
used  for  bathing  purposes.  This  fish  I  could  see 
most  plainly  as  he  lay  close  to  the  surface,  he  was 
fairly  eager  after  the  fly,  travelling  some  yards 
either  side  to  take  them.  The  fly  I  tried  him 
with  was  not  one  of  my  favourites  (my  special 
pattern  not  having  arrived).  It  consisted  of  a 
straw  body  with  very  light-coloured  large  wings, 
and  a  freckled  hackle;  tbe  whole  fly  as  it  floated 
on  the  glassy  clear  water,  was  quite  a  shock  to 
me,  looking  like  a  ship  running,  stunsails  both 
sides.  Two  or  three  times  he  apparently  utterly 
disregarded  the  existence  of  this  fly,  although  it 
passed  right  over  him,  then  as  it  came  down  some 
feet  to  one  side  he  made  a  dash,  and  was  hooked. 

I  had  not  much  trouble  until  the  fish  made  a 
determined  attempt  to  take  me  under  a  wire  a 
weed  catcher  had  been  attached  to.  Stopping  him 
from  this,  unfortunately  immediately  over  a 
weed  bed,  he  promptly  burrowed  in  the  weeds,  and 


nothing  would  move  him  ;  there  I  finally  left  him 
with  a  foot  or  two  of  my  cast.  So  ended  the  first 
fish  of  the  May-fly  season,  a  trout  between  21b. 
and  olb.  After  that  episode  I  had  two  grayling 
on  the  Home  Ruler’s  fly,  and  about  8  p.m.  a  trout 
of  lilb.  on  the  Alder.  I  may  here  remark  that 
I  have  found  the  Alder  to  be  a  capital  evening 
fly,  and  it  has  also  killed  well  in  the  mornings 
before  the  May-fly  put  in  an  appearance. 

Without  going  into  details  of  all  the  separate 
fish  killed  on  the  May-fly  and  Alder,  I  find  from 
my  notes  that  out  of  twelve  trout,  of  an  aggregate 
weight  of  221b.,  and  nine  grayling,  averaging 
about  l|lb.,  only  about  half  were  killed  on  the 
May-fly,  while  that  fly  was  up,  the  rest  falling  to 
the  Sedge  and  Alder.  By-the-bye,  the  Kembridga 
Sedge  is  a  rattling  good  fly  for  this  part  of  the 
Test,  and  George  Holland  has  the  pattern.  The 
other  evening  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock,  I 
had  a  brace  of  very  nice  fish  on  this  fly,  one  31b., 
the  other  2flb.  But  to  return  to  the  Alder,  I  may 
mention  two  instances  of  the  value  of  this  fly  for 
late  evening.  Saturday,  29th,  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  landing  a  fish  for  a  friend  caught  on  this  fly. 
We  had  seen  the  fish  in  the  morning  and  had 
estimated  his  weight  between  four  and  five  pounds. 
On  coming  past  the  place  in  the  evening,  about  a 
quarter  after  eight,  we  found  this  fish  rising. 

My  friend  put  an  Alder  over  him.  The  fisti  was 
only  rising  at  long  intervals,  but  after  one  of 
these  I  had  just  remarked  “  there  he  rose,”  when 
my  friend  at  the  same  instant  said  “  and  I  am 
into  him.”  The  trout  did  not  give  the  play  I 
expected,  but  netting  him  was  rather  a  long 
business,  it  was  getting  fairly  dark,  and  the 
fish  seemed  very  large  ifor  the  somewhat  small 
net.  However,  out  he  came  at  last.  On  taking 
him  to  the  light,  we  weighed  and  measured 
him,  S^lb.,  and  22in.  long,  evidently  an  old  male 
fish.  The  length  of  22in.  should  have  at  least 
given  this  trout  another  pound  weight,  as  the 
usual  length  of  a  31b.  Test  trout  is  about  18in. 
when  in  fair  condition.  Another  incident 
occurred  to  me  while  using  the  Alder  as  an 
evening  fly.  I  had  just  lost  a  large  trout  on 
this  fly,  by  the  breaking  of  my  cast  while 
trying  to  stop  the  fish  from  getting  up  a  side 
stream,  and  as  there  was  another  fish  rising 
slightly  higher  up,  I  proceeded  to  repair 
damages,  but  the  failing  light  made  me 
unable  to  distinguish  an  Alder  amongst  a 
box  of  eyed  flies.  Having  no  matches,  I 
found  an  excellent  substitute  in  a  glowworm, 
caught  out  of  the  grass  and  put  in  the  box.  The 
light  given  by  this  insect  enabled  me  to  find  the 
fly  I  wanted,  but  the  sequel  was  not  what  it 
should  be  (it  seldom  is).  I  did  not  catch  the 
trout,  but  the  second  cast  left  ray  fly  in  the  fir 
tree  behind  me.  (My  brother  says  this  tree  “  will 
make  an  excellent  Christmas  tree — all  prizes  and 
no  blanks.”)  After  that  it  was  too  dark  to  do 
anything.  A  rather  curious  thing  happened  while 
I  was  fishing  that  evening.  A  bat  swooped  down 
and  plucked  at  a  May- fly  fixed  in  my  cap,  evidently 
expecting  to  make  a  meal  off  the  fly. 

The  i\lay-fly  I  always  find  kills  best  is  rather 
a  small  fly,  wings  small,  of  a  shade  between  light 
brown  and  yellow,  not  too  dark,  whitish  wool 
body,  gold  twist,  and  plenty  of  red  hackle.  It 
takes  a  lot  of  drying,  but  wears  well,  and  beats 
most  fancy  patterns.  I  think  if  the  wool  used 
for  the  body  was  procured  in  the  natural  greasy 
state  directly  from  the  sheep  without  washing, 
it  would  help  to  make  the  fly  more  waterproof, 
and  some  nice  shades  of  colour  found  also.  I 
intend  this  winter  to  make  some  experiments  in 
May-flies,  as  I  am  sure  there  is  still  room  for 
improvement,  but  it  is  long  to  look  forward,  as 
the  only  true  test  is  the  trial  by  a  jury  of 
fish. 

Looking  back  on  the  short  three  weeks  the 
May-fly  has  been  up,  I  think  that  the  season  of  1893 
may  be  taken  as  a  bad  one  ;  and,  from  all  I  have 
heard,  I  think  that  fishermen  will  generally 
agree  with  me  in  this  opinion.  Water  was  low 
and  clear,  except  when  muddied  by  the  weed¬ 
cutting,  which,  of  course,  went  on  persistently 
through  all  the  beat  of  the  May-fly  fishing ;  but 
this  is  one  of  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  i’ersians, 
and  never  altera. 

On  jMay  17,  we  had  a  good  rain  here,  after 
having  been  quite  two  months  without  any.  The 
fish  certainly  rose  and  took  the  fly  a  little  better 
after  this,  and  it  materially  increased  the  volume 
of  water,  but  only  for  a  day.  All  through  the 
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May-fly  the  fish  rose  in  the  evenings,  taking 
other  flies ;  a  sure  sign  that  they  were  never 
thoroughly  goi’ged  with  May- fly.  There  is 
consolation  in  this,  as  the  fish  will  continue  to 
rise  and  feed  on  the  smaller  flies,  and  fishing, 
which  as  a  rule  is  very  little  use  immediately 
after  the  May-fly,  will  he  able  to  be  pursued  now 
with  some  hopes  of  success;  and  the  large  bags 
made  usually  by  the  May-fly  will  be  distributed 
over  more  fishahle  days.  U.  N . 


THE  .MAV-FLY  OX  DARFNTH. 


By  C.  W.  Gedxey. 


Within  the  memory  of  that  historical  personage, 
the  oldest  inhabitant  of  the  Daren th  Valley,  the 
May-fly  has  never  before  risen  so  early  as  it 
has  done  this  season.  On  May  13  fish  were  killed 
with  the  artificial,  fished  wet,  and  there  had  been 
fly  up  in  small  numbers  for  some  days  previous 
to  that  date.  The  rises  of  fly  have  occurred 
from  one  o’clock  until  five,  but  the  trout  have 
taken  the  artificial  very  badly — worse,  in  fact, 
than  I  ever  remember  them.  Not  only  have  they 
come  short,  but  they  have  flirted  at  the  fly,  flick¬ 
ing  it  with  their  tails,  or  bulged  at  it  and  then 
refused.  There  never  has  been  anything  so 
exasperating  in  their  conduct  in  my  experience, 
and,  as  only  about  one  in  a  hundred  rises  came 
to  anything,  the  difficulties  attending  the  catch¬ 
ing  of  a  basket  of  trout,  up  to  the  end  of  last 
week,  were  very  great.  I  worked  like  a  slave  for 
ten  hours  on  a  well-stocked  portion  of  the  river, 
and  only  scored  three  and  a  half  brace  !  Things 
have  somewhat  improved  this  week,  and  I  yes¬ 
terday  (Tuesday)  managed  to  get  five  brace, 
weighing  131b.  There  have  been  no  evening 
rises ;  the  fly  has  gone  off  between  five  and  six 
o’clock,  and  the  river  has  been  lifeless  when  the 
sun  declined.  The  cold  northerly  winds  are  no 
doubt  responsible  for  this  state  of  things,  for  the 
evenings  have  been  quite  chilly  with  the  wind  in 
that  cold  quarter.  Taken  altogether,  the  stock 
of  trout  in  the  Darenth  was  never  greater  than 
at  present,  and  their  condition  and  fighting 
powers  are  splendid.  Some  of  those  two-pounders 
which  fell  to  my  lot  yesterday  gave  splendid 
sport  on  a  7oz.  split  cane  rod.  Yes,  Mr. 
Editor,  I  know  you  will  shake  your  head 
at  this,  and  declare  it  to  be  wrong  to  go  a  May- 
flying  with  a  10ft.  toy  split  cane  weapon.  But  it 
is  quite  big  enough  for  our  queen  of  Kentish  trout 
streams,  provided  the  man  who  wields  it  is  not  a 
duffer,  and  the  pleasure  of  killing  a  big  fish  is 
much  enhanced  by  the  use  of  a  delicate  rod  and 
fine  tackle.  Judging  by  present  appearances,  I 
should  say  that  the  rise  of  May-fly  will  go  on  for 
another  three  weeks,  for  the  fly  has  been  hatching 
out  in  very  small  quantities,  and  we  may  thus 
anticipate  that  the  trout’s  feast  of  sweetness  will 
be  long  drawn  out.  As  to  the  killing  patterns  of 
artificials  this  season,  there  have  been  grievous 
complaints  of  the  deterioration  in  the  (juality  of 
old  favourites,  but  much  of  the  blame  attached  to 
the  flies  is  really  attributable  to  bad  rising  of  the 
fish.  Early  in  the  season  my  most  killing  pattern 
was  a  very  small  hackle,  and  I  enclose  you  a 
specimen  on  which  1  killed  eighteen  fish,  and  you 
will  see  that  it  is  still  very  little  the  worse  for 
wear.  This  week  winged  flies  have  done  best, 
and  large  patterns  have  scored  better  than  small 
ones.  Borne  of  my  best  fish  were  yesterday  killed 
on  flies  with  wings  as  large  as  a  cabbage  butterfly  I 
Again  you  shake  your  head  at  my  departure  from 
approved  methods,  but  the  angler  who  adheres  to 
“  approved  methods  ”  when  fish  will  not  take 
deserves  to  go  home  with  an  emj^ty  creel. 


IMSF  AXl)  FKOGUESS  OF  THAMES 
FHFSKKVATIOX. 


The  secretary  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preser¬ 
vation  Society  (Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham)  has  just 
written  a  little  brochure  entitled  “  Rise  and 
Progress  of  Thames  Preservation;  being  the 
Records  of  the  Past,  from  I’ersonal  and  Practical 
Experience.”  The  “T.A.l’.S.”  and  “AV.  II. 
Brougham  ”  are  almost  synonymous  in  the  minds 
of  London  anglers.  In  this  little  work  the 
experiences  of  thirty-five  years  are  related  in  a 


ehatty  and  instructive  manner ;  and  although 
there  are  many  who  may  look  upon  the  work  of 
the  T.A.P.S.  under  Mr.  Brougham’s  long  reign 
as  ancient  history,  we  feel  sure  that  there  must 
be  many  thousands  of  anglers  in  this  great 
metropolis  who  will  hail  with  delight  this  latest 
addition  to  our  angling  literature. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  state  at  once  that  the 
pamphlet  has  been  printed  gratuitously  by  the 
Fishing  Oaeelte  for  the  benefit  of  the  funds  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  publishers  (Messrs.  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Company,  Ltd.),  price  fid.  There¬ 
fore  it  is  obvious  that  in  proportion  to  the  sale  so 
will  the  funds  of  the  T.A.P.S  be  benefited. 

As  an  incentive  to  lovers  of  preservation  who 
may  care  to  adopt  this  latest  scheme  of  increasing 
the  fund  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Brougham’s  com¬ 
mittee,  we  mention  the  following  subjects  : — 
Commencement  of  Thames  Preservation ;  First 
Introduction  of  Grayling  and  In-Spawn  Trout; 
Start  of  Pisciculture ;  Extension  of  Preserved 
River  at  Staines ;  Abolition  of  Netting ;  Slaughter 
of  the  Innocents ;  Making  and  Protection  of 
Preserves ;  Staking  and  Sinking  of  Punts ; 
Increasing  the  Stock  of  Pish ;  Prohibition  of 
Night  Lines ;  Snatching  of  Fish  made  Illegal ; 
Gross  Weight  Competitions  ;  Steam  Launches  ; 
Anglers’  Privileges,  &e. 

We  strongly  advise  anglers  to  possess  them¬ 
selves  of  a  copy  of  Mr.  Brougham’s  “  Rise  and 
Progress  of  Thames  Preservation,”  so  that  when 
the  year’s  records  come  to  be  published  it  will  be 
found  that  in  addition  to  “  Preservation  Saturday,” 
“  Preservation  Sunday,”  and  “  Preservation 
Week,”  Mr.  Brougham’s  labours  have  been  appre¬ 
ciated — and,  what  is  more  important,  that  the 
sale  of  “  Brougham’s  Brochure  ”  has  been  the 
means  of  still  further  adding  to  the  stock  of  fish 
in  our  beloved  Thames. 


The  great  fight  with  the  conservators  over  the 
fishery  bye-laws  draws  very  near  its  conclusion. 
AVe  have  now  succeeded  in  preventing  any  in¬ 
crease  of  netting  and  other  privileges  being  given 
to  the  owners  or  claimants  of  fisheries.  As  to 
that  point  matters  will  remain  as  they  were  in  the 
bye-laws  of  1883.  Whether  anglers  will  go 
further,  and  ask  that  netting,  except  for  bait,  be 
abolished  altogether,  remains  to  be  seen,  but  in 
any  case  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
result  of  our  efforts.  _ 

One  of  the  principal  items  of  news  this  week  is 
the  formation  of  a  Thames  Public  Rights  Associ¬ 
ation,  which  will  have  its  head((uarters  at 
Maidenhead.  1 1  is  to  deal  with  all  those  matters 
in  which  the  public  are  interested — free  tow- 
paths  and  ferries,  obstructions  in  backwaters, 
preservation  of  the  beauties  of  the  Thames,  Ac  , 
and  I  shall  be  very  much  surprised  if  it  does  not 
do  all  in  its  power  to  protect  the  angling  interests. 
1  was  very  glad  to  find  Sir  Geo.  Russell,  Q.C., 
M.P.,  giving  it  his  support,  because  it  was  he 
who,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Berkshire  County 
Council,  when  Col.  AJan  de  Weyer,  a  conservator, 
was  explaining  that  the  conservators  were  quite 
sure  the  fishery  bye-laws  were  altogether  in  the 
interest  of  the  public,  quietly  said  :  “  Certainly 
and  unquestionably  the  new  bye-law  is  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  angling  interests  as  compared 
with  the  bye-law  it  seeks  to  replace.” 


Thebe  is  always  some  little  bit  of  scandal  or 
other  cropping  up  in  connection  with  the  Thames 
Conservators,  and  the  latest  is  connected  with  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Berkshire  County  Council  to 
which  I  have  just  referred.  A  very  strong 
resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  AM.  IT.  Russell,  of  the 
Maidenhead  Angling  Association,  condemning 
the  bye-laws,  and  he  was  supported  by  Sir  George 
Russell  and  other  member.s  of  the  County 
Council,  including  more  than  one  riparian  owner  ; 
so  that  you  see  all  riparian  owners  are  not 
against  us  in  this  matter.  Col.  \’an  de  AVAycr 
gave  the  meeting  a  very  definite  undertaking 
that  when  the  conservators  had  received  the 
report  of  their  sub-committee  on  the  bye-laws  no 


action  would  be  taken  upon  that  report  in  the 

way  of  sending  the  bye-laws  to  the  Privy  Council 
until  Mr.  Russell  and  his  friends  had  had  ample 
opportunity  of  considering  them  and  making 
comments  upon  them.  At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Upper  Thames  Association,  a  body  which  is 
working  more  or  less  in  the  interests  of 
the  conservators,  Air.  AVitherington,  of  Sonning, 
and  Sir  Gilbert  East,  utterly  threw  Col.  A"an  de 
AVeyer  overboard,  saying  he  had  no  authority 
from  the  conservators  whatever  to  give  such  an 
undertaking  to  the  Berkshire  County  Council. 
It  will  be  very  interesting  to  see  now  what 
action  the  Berkshire  County  Council  will  take  in 
the  matter.  I  do  not  myself  suppose  that  Col. 
A'An  de  AMeyer  intended  to  deceive  them,  but 
that  probably  ho  himself  was  misled  by  some  of 
his  brother  conservators  or  some  official. 


I  HAVE  all  along  held  to  the  opinion  that  in 
our  fight  with  the  conservators  over  these 
wretched  bye-laws,  we  have  had  a  considerable 
amount  of  sympathy  from  many  riparian  owners. 
I  believe  the  proposition  about  the  netting  origi¬ 
nated  with  a  few  narrow-minded  and  foolish 
individuals  who  know  nothing  whatever  about 
Thames  fisheries,  but  in  the  matter  of  claiming 
privileges  for  themselves  are  exacting  and  un¬ 
reasonable.  The  reception  which  the  subject  met 
with  at  the  Berkshire  County  Council,  which  has 
among  its  members  many  riparian  owners,  clearly 
proves  that  I  was  right  in  this  view.  How 
bitterly  the  conservators  must  regret  that  they 
ever  lent  themselves  to  this  little  scheme  of 
enlarging  the  privileges  of  riparian  owners,  for 
nothing  that  they  have  ever  done  has  struf'k  a 
greater  blow  at  their  own  constitution. 


A  FEiEND  who  was  fishing  on  the  Kennet 
below  Newbury  writes  that  three  fish,  fijlb.,  hlb., 
aud  41b.,  have  been  caught  in  private  water,  but 
that  fly-fishers  generally  are  on  the  grumble 
owing  to  the  rise  of  fly  being  small,  and  not 
making  its  appearance  till  late  in  the  afternoon. 
Gne  day  no  fly  were  seen  until  about  6  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  which  was  rather  remarkable.  One 
of  the  best  bags  was  made  by  a  clever  angler 
who,  after  trying  many  of  the  usual  patterns 
without  success,  put  up  an  extra  large  fly,  at 
which  the  fish  came  without  hesitation.  On  the 
whole  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this  May- fly 
season  for  its  earliness  and  other  features  will  be 
unique.  _ 

In  less  than  a  fortnight  we  shall  have  the 
coarse  fish  season  with  us  again,  and  anglers  who 
have  not  done  so  should  look  to  the  whippings, 
lappings,  and  ferrules,  and  give  their  rods  a  coat 
or  two  of  varnish.  In  one  or  two  angling  books 
shellac  varnish  is  recommended  for  rods,  but 
the  advice  given  is  bad.  Shellac  and  spirits  of 
wine  or  naptha  makes  a  very  useful  quick  drying 
varnish  for  the  lappings  of  hooks,  whippings,  and 
other  small  matters,  but  it  is  quite  unsuitable 
for  wood  or  bamboo.  For  that  purpose  you 
require  a  more  or  less  elastic  varnish  and  one 
which  drys  slowly.  The  best  coachmakers’ 
varnish  is  capital  stuff  for  rods  of  all  kinds,  hut 
it  has,  of  course,  the  objection  common  to  all 
varnishes,  of  being  very  shiny.  However,  it  is 
easy  to  take  off  the  gloss  by  rubbing  the  rod 
lightly  down  with  some  very  fine  sandpaper. 


One  of  the  contributors  to  the  Citizen  has 
among  his  acquaintances  a  sort  of  Mrs.  Harris, 
whom  he  terms  my  conservator  friend,”  and 
‘‘  my  conservator  friend  ”  gives  him  from  time  to 
time  little  bits  of  news,  true  or  otherwise.  The 
last  item  gleaned  from  that  source  is  that  London 
anglers  were  really  quite  mistaken  in  thinking 
that  the  fishery  bye-laws  were  in  anyway  harmful. 
Counsel's  opinion  had  been  taken,  and  it  was 
quite  clear  that  they  were  nothing  of  the  kind. 
This  is  the  old  story  hatched  up  again  which  was 
attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  us  some  months 
ago.  I  wish  the  writer  in  the  Citizen  would 
inform  his  ‘‘  conservator  friend  that  the  opinion 
of  four  members  of  the  bar,  two  of  them  being 
Queen's  Counsel,  have  been  given  on  this  point, 
and  that  they  are  all  adverse  to  the  views  held, 
or  said  to  be  held,  by  the  conservators. 

TE.MrLAK. 


June  3,  1893] 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

S.  L.  Summers. —  You  cannot  do  better  than 
make  Great  Yarmouth  your  headquarters. 
Apartments  are  both  comfortable  and  easy  to 
obtain  there,  and,  what  is  more,  the  broads  and 
rivers  are  easily  reached  by  train  from  that  town. 
In  half  an  hour  you  can  be  on  the  banks  of  the 
^are  at  Cantley,  or  at  Acle  Bridge  on  the 
Bure,  both  capital  spots  for  roach  and  bream 
fishing.  Ormesby,  Fritton,  and  Barton  Broads  are 
very  easily  get-at-able  from  Yarmouth,  and  so 
are  the  “  sounds  ”  at  Potter  Heigham,  where  there 
IS  some  grand  rudd  fishing.  To  reach  this 
resort,  however,  you  will  have  a  good  pull  up  the 
Thurne,  and  you  had  better  engage  the  local 
fisherman,  who  lives  atJPotter  Heigham  Bridge. 

E.  C.  S.  (Leeds). — You  should  buy  Hi  Regan’s 
How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland”  (Sampson 
Low  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London,  price  Ss.  6d.).  He  says  there  is  good 
pike  fishing  from  Monastrevan  to  Athy,  where 
there  is  a  fairly  good  hotel.  Near  Bally  tore  is 
a  good  trout  stream,  the  Greese,  the  best 
fishing  being  about  and  below  Moone  Abbey  and 
Mills  (near  Timolin).  The  fishing  is  free  in  some 
parts,  and  leave  is  not  difficult  to  get  on  others. 


ComsponUmc 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
II  n  ^^‘P‘>'^ssed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.”— T.  E.  Peitt. 

THE  BERGEN  SYSTEM. 

feiR)  Please  allow  me  in  your  columns  space  for 
a  contradiction  of  Herr  Beyer’s  statement  about 
the  length  of  the  Bolstad  river  which  I  have  seen 
published.  The  other  owner  of  the  river  and  I 
are  very  much  astonished  that  anyone  should 
have  written  such  a  wrong  statement  as  that  the 
Bolstad  river  is  only  one  kilometre  long,  as  the 
fact  is  its  length  is  four  kilometi'es,  as  every  one 
can  see  from  the  railway  on  their  passage  to  Voss. 

That  Beyer,  when  he  writes  such  nonsense,  must 
care  very  little  what  people  here  think  of  him  is 
clear,  because  every  one  at  Evanger  and  Bolstad 
knows  that  the  length  of  the  river  is  more  then 
Beyer  says,  and  also  that  the  Englishman  who 
has  fished  the  river  so  long  has  all  the  good  fishing 
water  in  the  whole  river. 

I  must  add  that  Norwegians  do  not  call  saying 
such  wrong  things  honesty,  but  have  quite  a 
different  name  for  it. — I  am,  &c., 

Nels  N.  [Bolstad. 

Bolstad  in  Voss,  May  22. 

Sir, — I  have  no  intention  of  discussing  the  new 
points  raised  in  Mr.  Beyer’s  letter.  The  assertions 
of  a  gentleman  who  in  matters  of  fact  does  not 
get  so  near  to  the  truth  as  one  is  to  three,  have 
no  weight,  and,  in  my  opinion,  need  no  answer.  I 
say  further  that  while  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  have  much  interest  in  knowing 
what  reliance  can  be  placed  in  statements  made 
in  reply  to  inquiries  respecting  advertised  rivers, 
they  have  no  interest  whatever  in  knowing  how  I 
expend  my  money,  or  what  my  motives  may  be. 

Beyer’s  naivete  is  sublime !  He  depreciates  my 
property,  which  would  cause  me  serious  injury  if, 
through  illness,  or  other  cause,  I  wished  to  sell  or 
let ;  he  states  my  separate  holdings  to  be  less  that 
one-third  what  they  demonstrably  are  ;  he  claims 
to  own  six-sevenths  of  the  whole  river  from  Upper 
Lake  to  sea,  though  only  having  about  one  half 
in  extent,  and  scarcely  a  tenth  in  value;  and 
worse  than  all  he  nets  his  part  of  a  river,  which  I, 
with  much  trouble,  though  happily  at  moderate 
cost,  have  raised  from  next  to  nothing  to  some¬ 
thing  worth  fishing.  Having  done  these  things 
he  writes,  with  childlike  simplicity,  “  he  does  not 
know  why  I  am  hostile.”  Cannot  his  panegyrist, 
the  guide-book  author,  solve  for  him  this  bewilder¬ 
ing  problem  of  the  cause  of  my  hostility  ? 

Fortunately  Mr.  Beyer  acknowledges  having 
written  that  in  the  river  above  the  Evanger  Lake 
I  had  now  only  two  pools.  I  assert  that  I  have 
there  eight  pools  in  which  I  catch  salmon,  each 
P90I  known  long  before  I  saw  the  river  by  a 
distinct  name,  in  addition  to  two  or  three  of  little 
use.  Butting  aside  the  direct  misstatement,  will 
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the  reader  look  at  the  morale  of  the  thing 
Would  not  an  inquirer  who  was  told  I  had  now 
only  two  pools,  understand  that  Beyer  had  all 
except  an  insignificant  portion  of  the  water! 
Could  such  inquirer  imagine  that  I  there  had 
water  enough  on  which  to  kill  last  summer  only 
a  little  less  weight  than  Beyer’s  six  parties  of 
tenants  have  killed  in  the  whole  of  the  four  years 
that  he  has  had  the  water  ?  The  description  from 
the  Fishing  Gazette  that  he  professed  to  correct, 
gave  a  much  more  faithful  account  of  water  that 
was  worth  fishing  than  this  “  only  two  pools  ”  one. 

To  show  the  assessors  the  value  of  the  water 
Mr.  Corbett  must  have  had  if  Beyer  had  been 
able  to  give  him  the  promised  six-sevenths  of  the 
river,  I  have  prepared  for  them  a  table  of  my 
catch  during  the  four  years  in  which  I  last  fished 
the  whole  of  what  can,  with  any  pretext  of 
correctness,  be  called  the  Evanger  river.  The 
total  catch  therein  was  44881b.,  of  which  less  than 
one-tenth,  viz.,  4o21b.,  was  caught  on  the  portion 
now  held  by  Mr.  Beyer,  the  balance,  40561b.,  having 
been  caught  on  the  “  only  two  pools  ”  I  continue 
to  hold. 

Beyer  says  I  was  incorrect  when  I  quoted 
his  words^  “  the  Bolstad  river  which  is  only 
one  kilometre  long.”  I  cannot  know  what  he 
wrote,  but  I  do  know  what  a  certified  copy  of 
the  judgment  recites  that  he  did,  viz.,  exactly 
as  I  quoted  it.  But  even  if  it  was  a  mile  he  wrote 
it  would  serve  him  little.  A  mile  is  only  some 
60  per  cent,  longer  than  a  kilometre,  and  it  is 
some  200  per  cent,  you  need  to  add  to  this 
“  exact  ”  gentleman’s  description  of  other  people’s 
property  in  order  to  arrive  at  its  extent. 

The  inaccuracy  of  the  statements  that  the 
Bolstad  is  only  one  kilometre,  or  even  a  mile  long, 
and  that  Beyer  has  six-sevenths  of  the  whole 
river  from  Vangs  Lake  to  the  Fjord,  can  happily 
be  easily  proved  in  London.  His  agents,  Messrs. 
Baton  and  Son,  are  showing  an  excellent  map, 
with  kilometre  scale  attached  all  along  the  river, 
and  although  the  lines  of  division  which  have 
been  drawn  to  show  Beyer’s  water,  mark  as  his 
some  pools  belonging  to  me,  it  is  yet  seen  at  a 
glance  that  both  of  his  above  statements  are 
absurdly  incorrect 

The  engagement  to  withdraw  Sir  Evan  Mac- 
gregors’s  testimonial,  yet  to  hold  him  bound  to 
answer  private  inquiries,  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  meet  the  case.  So  long  ago  as  August  18 
last.  Sir  Evan  wrote  me,  “  Whatever  may  be  the 
case,  I  shall  prevent  the  use  of  my  name  in  the 
future.”  Messrs.  Baton  were  using  this  testi¬ 
monial  last  week,  and  Beyer  says  he  will  “  refer 
to  him  direct.”  I  shall  write  Sir  Evan,  and 
delay  till  he  shall  have  had  time  to  reply  to  my 
remarks  on  this  subject. 

As  Beyer’s  six  tenants  have  paid,  as  we  are  told, 
about  £470,  and  have  caught,  as  we  are  not  told, 
but  as  I  know,  about  14001b.,  their  fish  have  cost 
for  rent  about  6s.  8d.  per  pound,  or,  if  we  exclude 
Mr.  Corbett’s  exceptional  bag,  over  10s.  per  pound. 
Thus  the  offer  to  accept  a  rent  of  3s.  per  pound 
shows  a  notable  reduction  ;  but  your  readers  must 
not  for  one  moment  think  that  such  water  as  this 
is  worth  such  a  rent.  My  August  tenant’s  rent 
for  the  last  eight  years  has  averaged  £28  2s.  6d., 
and  the  bag  6601b. — say,  as  nearly  as  possible  Is. 
per  pound.  This  has  been  done  almost  entirely 
with  one  rod,  against  an  average  of  two  to  three 
rods  on  Beyer’s  water.  I  have  thought  of  writing 
a  short  paper  on  Norwegian  rents,  on  which  I 
have  definite  ideas,  one  of  which  is,  that,  having 
the  teeth  shaken  out  of  your  head  (the  expression 
of  a  tenant  of  Beyer’s)  while  being  taken  past 
all  the  pools  that  an  old  hand  has  cared  to  keep, 
is  a  pleasure  dear  even  at  a  very  low  price  ;  but 
I  must  not  now  trespass  further  on  your  very 
great  goodness. 

I  write  always  with  documents  and  maps  before 
me,  and  I  undertake  the  fullest  responsibility  for 
every  word  I  write. 

Through  your  help  and  that  of  the  Field  much 
has  been  achieved.  The  Bergen  system,  with  its 
misleading  statements,  reticences,  and  testi¬ 
monials,  is  doomed,  and  we  have  arrived  at  rents 
based  on  pounds  of  catch.  To  inaugurate  this 
latter  system  I  write  my  tenant  to  choose  between 
our  agreed  rent  and  Is.  per  pound. 

Cuyuni,  Teddington,  Edward  Sturdy. 

May  22, 1893.  _ 

[We  have  received  another  long  letter  from  Mr. 
Beyei',  but  until  he  satisfactorily  explains  the 
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following  discrepancies  between  his  statements 
and  Mr.  Edward  Sturdy’s  facts  we  see  no  use  in 
prolonging  the  controversy. — Ed.  F.G.j 

Mr.  Beyer’s  statements,  Facts  as  stated  by  Mr. 
copied  verbatim  from  his  Sturdy: 
letters  set  out  in  the 
judgment. 


“  It  (the  whole  water  in 
(lueation,  from  Vangs 
Lake  to  the  fjord),  is 
altogether  over  7  English 
miles  long.  Of  this  river  I 
possess  about  6  miles.” 


“This  gentleman  (Mr. 
Sturdy)  has  only  two  pools 
in  the  Evanger”  (Mr. 
Beyer’s  name  for  the  upper 
portion  from  Vangs  Lake 
to  Evanger  Lake). 


The  river  is  about  14 
kilometres  (nearly  9  miles) 
long,  and  Mr.  Beyer’s  part, 
according  to  the  agreed 
measurement,  is  0.640 
kilometres ;  consequently, 
instead  of  about  six  - 
sevenths,  Mr.  Beyer  owns 
less  than  half.  Mr.  Sturdy, 
who,  if  Mr.  Beyer’s  ac¬ 
count  had  been  correct, 
would  have  had  only  about 
one-seventh,  has  more  than 
half  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Sturdy  has  over3  kilo¬ 
metres  in  that  section,  and 
has  given  to  the  assessors 
in  Beyer  v.  Corbett  the 
separate  names  of  ten 
pools  there  in  which  sal¬ 
mon  are  caught. 


Lower  portion,  Evanger  The  Bolstad  river  from 
Lake  to  fjord;  “The  Evanger  Lake  to  the  fjord 
Bolstad  river,  which  is  only  has  a  length  of  3^  kilo- 
1  kilometre  long.”  metres.” 


BiR, — Having  taken  some  interest  in  the 
controversy  between  Mr.  Beyer  and  Messrs. 
Sturdy  and  Corbett,  published  in  your  columns, 
it  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Beyer’s  explanations 
would  be  more  reassuring  to  English  anglers  if, 
instead  of  filling  your  space  with  prolonged 
essays  “  re  the  testimonials,”  “  re  former  tenants.” 
“  re  the  advantage,”  and  similar  topics,  he  would 
come  ad  rem  and  answer  Mr.  Sturdy’s  specific 
charges  of  netting  out  breeding  fish  in  September, 
of  misstatements  as  to  length  of  water,  number 
of  ])ools,  &o. 

Mr.  Beyer  is  not  sparing  of  w'ords  in  his 
defence,  and,  if  he  does  not  reply  to  these  charges, 
he  will,  in  the  opinion  of  some  of  us,  have  done 
nothing  more  than  draw  a  red  herring  across  the 
trail. — Yours  obediently,  Sese. 

East  Sheen,  S.W.,  May  30. 


FISHING  IN  CO.  TYRONE  AND  CO. 

LIMERICK,  IRELAND. 

Sir, — I  regret  having  had  no  earlier  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  replying  to  “  M.  B.’s”  request  for  infor¬ 
mation  respecting  fishing  in  Burn  Dennett  near 
Strabane.  I  am  only  just  back  from  Croom,  co. 
Limerick  (of  which  hereafter),  and  although  I  saw 
the  Gazette  whilst  at  Host  McCarthy’s,  my  time 
was  too  much  taken  up  to  reply.  During  Jfay 
last  year  I  was  at  Donemanagh,  about  eight  miles 
from  Strabane,  this  being  the  only  village,  I 
believe,  on  the  Dennett.  Good  rough  accommo¬ 
dation,  at  an  extremely  reasonable  figure,  can  bo 
found  at  Mr.  McKimmon’s,  one  accommodation 
has  to  be  found  anywhere.  The  Dennett  is  a  small, 
rapid,  picturesque  stream,  but  possesses  some  nice 
deep  pools,  which,  when  I  w'as  there,  were  full  of 
kelts,  in  consequence  of  the  water  having  been 
lower  than  had  been  known  for  twenty  years. 

On  one  or  two  occasions  when  the  trout  would 
not  rise  I  was  tempted  to  put  a  lake  fiy  over  one 
of  these  pools,  and  a  cast  or  two  was  bound  to 
fetch  up  a  kelt,  and  many  a  bit  of  fun  I  had  on 
light  trout  tackle  with  one  of  these  gentlemen, 
who,  after  fighting  pluckily  to  the  last,  was 
returned  to  the  river,  none  the  worse  1  hope.  The 
trout  run  very  small  indeed,  about  six  or  seven  to 
the  pound,  an  occasional  half-pounder  may  be  met 
with,  a  pounder  is  a  rarity.  About  five  miles 
from  Donemanagh  is  Loch  Ash,  about  ten  acres 
in  extent.  It  contains  some  very  fine  trout  up 
to  41b.  I  saw  one  specimen  of  that  weight.  The 
fish  used  to  run  much  heavier,  but  the  large  fish 
are  all  speared  and  creeled  out  of  the  feeder  in 
the  spawning  season.  There  is  no  boat,  and  the 
fish  rise  very  far  from  the  shore.  On  each  occasion 
when  I  was  there  and  getting  a  little  sport,  some 
fellows  came  round  with  their  “  otters  ”  and  put 
all  the  6sh  down.  For  this  loch  a  dull  soft  day 
is  preferable.  The  best  loch  fly  seemed  to  be  the 
Claret  and  Grouse.”  About  the  same  distance 
from  Donemanagh  is  Moor  Loch ;  there  is  no  boat, 
the  fish  are  pretty  numerous,  and  feed  closer  the 
shore  than  at  Loch  Ash,  but  do  not  run  over 
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;Ub.  A  bright  day  is  preferable  for  this  lake, 
it  is  about  the  same  size  as  Loch  Ash ;  both  these 
lochs  show  a  fair  amount  of  weed  in  the  middle 
of  May,  so  1  presume  they  would  be  unfishable 
from  the  shore  after  the  beginning  of  June. 
Salmon,  also  sea-trout,  come  up  the  Dennett  about 
the  end  of  July  I  believe,  but  I  understood  that 
there  was  very  little  fishing  indeed  until  pretty 
well  the  close  of  the  season,  as  the  fish  are  nearly 
poisoned  by  the  flax  water.  Flies  can  be  got  from 
Kogan  of  Derry. 

1  have  been  spending  a  month  on  the  Maigue 
at  Croom,  co.  Limerick.  I  was  induced  to  visit 
this  stream,  through  an  article  by  Mr.  J.  J.  E. 
some  two  months  back  in  the  Gazette.  Toe  river  is 
a  very  good  one  but  sadly  poached — what  stream 
in  Ireland  is  not  P  There  are  not  a  great 
number  of  trout  in  it,  but  what  there  are,  are 
very  fine  fish,  I  have  seen  many  a  two  and  three- 
pounder;  a  good  hand  with  the  dry  fly  would  no 
doubt  have  excellent  sport.  The  evening  fishing  is 
decidedly  good,  but  my  boy  and  I  generally 
pegged  away  so  all  day  that  we  were  too  tired  to 
fish  of  an  evening.  The  water  was  so  extremely 
low,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  approach 
within  casting  distame  of  a  fish  during  the  day 
without  scaring  it.  My  two  best  fish  were  21b. 
and  l:flb.  respectively.  Until  last  year  I  had  never 
regularly  thrown  a  fly,  consequently  I  am  but  a 
very  poor  hand.  The  best  months  on  the  Maigue 
arc  March  and  April ;  the  river  is  preserved  up 
to  Croome  by  Lord  Dunraven,  then  a  small 
portion  above  the  bridge  is  also  preserved,  above 
that  there  are  about  eight  miles  of  free  fishing. 
About  six  weeks  since,  the  Shannon  conservators 
put  two  bailiffs  on  the  water,  so  things  may 
improve  considerably.  Some  of  the  best  night 
water  lies  at  “  Glen  JBevan.”  the  genial  owner  of 
which — Mr.  Bevan — is  bound  to  spy  you  out  if 
fishing,  and  instead  of  ordering  you  off  will 
assist  you  all  in  his  power  to  get  sport,  and  very 
possibly  ask  if  you  will  step  up  to  his  lovely  place 
and  “  wet  your  whistle,”  when  you  will  be  made 
equally  welcome  by  his  lady.  Many  a  happy 
hour  have  1  spent  under  this  hospitable  roof,  and 
many  a  dozen  more  in  the  county,  and  T  am 
bound  to  saj^  that  I  never  met  with  anything  like 
such  hospitality  anywhere.  1  believe  they  would 
almost  give  themselves  away,  and  if  you  were 
single,  and  one  of  the  charming  girls  happened 
to  do  so,  I  gainsay  you  would  be  far  from  badly 
off.  The  best  lot  of  fish  I  saw  on  the  whole  of 
the  river,  was  just  above  the  bridge  at  Ross- 
temple.  You  take  the  train  (a  few  minutes’ 
run)  to  Rosstemple,  cross  the  bridge,  go  up 
stream  past  a  farm,  and  just  above  the 
stepping-stones  is  a  bit  of  broken  water.  I  saw 
at  least  a  score  of  fish  here,  ranging  from  :Jlb. 
up  to  31b.,  but  on  two  occasions  when  they  were 
rising  madly,  not  having  the  wind  in  my  favour, 

1  made  such  a  bungle  in  casting,  that  1  scared 
the  lot  off.  The  Comogue,  which  enters  the 
Maigue  about  a  mile  above  Groom,  is  a  pretty 
stream  with  some  nice  deep  pools,  holding  large 
fish  of  a  splendid  ((uality.  Many  a  five-pounder 
has  been  taken  out  of  this  stream.  At  present 
the  rapid  portions  are  too  shallow  and  full  of 
weeds  for  successful  angling,  and  in  the  pools 
the  fish  would  not  take  the  artificial  during 
the  day. 

The  Morning  Star,  ;which  enters  the  Maigue 
about  a  mile  above  the  farm  of  which  I  was  speak¬ 
ing,  is  also  a  good  stream,  but  the  part  which  I  at 
first  saw,  when  I  went  to  fish  it,  was  so  full  of 
weed  that  1  got  disgusted  and  left  it.  A  Mr. 
Williamson,  of  Bruff,  who  is  back  from  India 
for  a  time,  is  a  most  successful  angler  in  this 
stream,  and  usually  accounts  for  a  good  fish  or 
two  of  an  evening.  The  tyrant  of  these  streams, 
the  Comogue  and  Morning  Star,  is  Donovan — 
commonly  called  the  “Tinker” — of  Bruff  (some 
seven  miles  from  Croom).  This  fellow  is  one  of 
the  most  persistent  poachers  Ireland  ever  knew, 
and  that  is  saying  a  lot.  About  a  fortnight 
since  he  got  28lb.  of  splendid  trout,  some  2.Ub. 
each  ;  all  of  these  were  got  either  cross-lining,  or 
with  the  grey  hackle  as  he  calls  it,  i.e.,  a  very 
large  salmon  hook  whipped  on  to  the  running 
line,  and  the  line  wound  up  until  only  the  hook 
projects  from  the  end  of  his  stiff  rod,  with  this 
weajjon  he  wades  the  streams,  atid  stroke-hauls 
the  trout  as  they  lie  in  the  weeds.  Directly  the 
fish  is  hooked,  he  gives  it  line,  and  plays  it  in  the 
ordinary  way.  At  the  Croom  Hotel  very  fair 
accommodation  indeed  (for  Ireland)  can  be  got ; 


the  charges  are  reasonable,  and  a  man  can  make 
himself  as  comfortable  as  can  be  wished.  The  host 
is  a  very  obliging,  good-natured  fellow,  and  is  also 
a  thorough  sportsman ;  he  keeps  a  pack  of  harriers, 
and  although  he  never  hunted  until  two  seasons 
ago,  he  last  season  with  his  sure-footed  Garrett 
(now  sold,  and  in  London)  cleared  obstacles  that 
no  man  in  his  senses  would  have  thought  of 
taking,  at  least  so  the  affable  curate.  Father 
Carroll,  informed  me.  A  gentleman,  a  Mr.  B.,  a 
first-class  all-round  sportsman,  who  was  staying 
at  the  hotel,  advised  Mr.  McCarthy  to  go  in  for 
otter  hunting,  so  that  he  is  now  looking  out  for 
some  hounds  cheap.  There  is  plenty  of  first- 
class  pike  and  perch  fishing  for  those  who  like 
it.  The  nearest  is  at  Tory  Hill  Loch,  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  distant.  The  landlord  had  never 
fished  for  pike,  and  wished  to  be  initiated  in  the 
mysteries.  I  had  no  artificial  pike  baits,  but 
happened  to  have  an  “Archer  Spinner.”  I 
tried  to  get  some  small  trout,  but  the  half 
dozen  I  obtained  were  so  large  they  only  just 
barely  moved  on  the  spinner.  When  we  got  to  the 
lake  I  tried  one  of  the  trout  to  see  how  it  spun, 
and  at  the  second  cast  hooked  a  pike  of  about 
41b.,  which  1  landed.  This  put  our  worthy  host 
on  his  mettle,  so  I  handed  him  the  rod,  and, 
whilst  I  rowed  and  my  boy  steered  with  the 
j)addle,  McCarthy  trailed,  and  was  almost  directly 
in  a  fish,  which  he  landed ;  after  that  he  had 
three  or  four  runs,  but  missed  the  fish,  for  he 
could  not  get  on  with  the  winch — a  Nottingham 
check  one — at  all.  In  fact,  I  never  in  my 
life  saw  a  fellow  having  such  a  good-tempered 
guarrel  as  he  had  with  that  winch.  At 
last  he  hooked  a  very  heavy  fish,  and  I 
tried  to  humour  it  with  the  boat  as  well  as  I 
could,  but  after  playing  it  for  ten  minutes  without 
seeing  it,  the  tackle  gave  way — our  host  held  the 
fish  much  too  tightly.  When  we  commenced  fishing 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  pike  gave  no 
sport  at  all,  and,  although  I  did  not  tell  him  so,  I 
am  bound  to  own  that  these  pike,  even  in  the  poor 
condition  that  they  were,  fought  very  much  better 
than  Thames  fish.  I  feel  certain  this  lake  must 
contain  some  big  trout,  as  there  are  plenty  of  small 
ones  in  the  stream  that  flows  from  it.  Perhaps  it  was 
a  big  one  McCarthy  lost.  The  lake  is  very  deep, 
forty  or  fifty  feet.  I  believe  the  landlord  intends 
preserving  the  lake,  if  possible.  Our  catch  in  two 
hours  consisted  of  six  pike  and  two  perch,  both 
over  Hb.,  besides  many  fish  lost.  Having  no  more 
baits  we  had  to  give  it  up. 

There  is  another  very  fine  lake  about  nine  or 
ten  miles  from  Croom,  Loch  Gur,  belonging  to 
the  Count  de  Sallas.  There  is  about  100  acres  of 
water,  and  exceedingly  large  fish  have  been  taken 
outof  this  lake  ;  permission  to  fish  is  very  readily 
granted.  When  I  visited  it  the  water  was  thicker 
than  I  ever  saw  the  Thames  when  in  flood.  I  asked 
a  man  who  was  fishing  why  it  was  so  coloured,  and 
hesaidthelasttwo  or  three  years  it  had  been  always 
so,  and  he  accounted  for  it  through  the  swans 
disturbing  the  bottom  or  something  to  that  effect. 

1  saw  about  six  or  seven  swans  on  the  lake.  I 
gave  a  slight  cough  and  walked  away.  There  is 
no  stream  feeding  the  lake,  but  as  the  weather 
had  been  rather  rough  for  a  day  or  so,  I  presume 
the  very  fine  limestone  deposit  had  been  disturbed 
by  the  agitated  waters.  1  believe  the  fellow  was 
rather  jealous  of  seeing  anybody  fishing  there. 
Apologising  for  taking  up  so  much  of  your 
valuable  space. — I  am,  &c,,  J.  T.  Scott. 

Marlow,  May  23,  1893. 

THE  LOWER  THAMES  TROUT  PROPAGA¬ 
TION  SOCIETY. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  Dtr.  Durward  Lely’s 
inc[uiries  respecting  the  above  society,  I  will  for 
his  information  and  others  also,  give  a  short 
description  of  the  same. 

Early  in  the  year  1  called  on  ilr.  Mar.ston,  the 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  told  him  I 
proposed  starting  a  society  for  the  improvement 
of  the  trout  fishing  in  the  Lower  Thames,  i.e., 
below  Bell  Weir,  Egham,  and  Mr.  Marston  very 
generously  offered  to  give  me  his  support  with 
a  handsome  donation  of  ten  guineas,  and  also 
printed  free  of  charge  some  six  hundred  circulars, 
which  I  forwarded  to  all  the  trout  fishermen  1 
could  obtain  the  names  of,  also  to  the  angling 
clubs.  Up  to  the  jirescnt  I  regret  to  say  there 
has  not  been  that  response  one  would  have 
expected  from  those  who  fish  for  trout  in  the 
Thames,  and  therefore  must  have  an  interest  in 


the  improvement  of  the  trout  fishing,  as  up  to 
the  present  I  have  only  had  promised  me  and 
collected  about  thirty  pounds,  which  is  not  sum- 
cient  to  start  buying  fish  to  turn  in,  especially 
as  there  seems  to  be  a  general  wish  that  nothing 
less  than  two-year-old  trout  should  be  purchased, 
and  these  come  very  expensive.  I'  rom  the 
experience  I  have  had  of  asking  personally  tor 
subscriptions  the  reply  I  mostly  got  ^ras.  How 
much  have  you  collected  ?  or.  Has  So-and-  So 
you  a  subscription, as  he  is  always  fishing P  I 
only  reply  accordingly,  and  the  answer  was,  \Ve 
will  subscribe  if  others  will,  but  we  certainly  do 
not  see  why  we  should  put  in  trout  for  others  to 
catch  who  can  well  afford  to  subscribe ;  and  so 
there  the  matter  rests  at  present,  one  waiting  to 
see  what  the  other  will  do.  I  hope  those  who 
read  this  wull  put  on  one  side  any  such  idea,  and 
subscribe  for  their  own  benefit,  and  not  wait  for 
others  who  no  doubt,  directly  some  active 
steps  are  taken,  will  support  the  society. 
Several  suggestions  have  been  made  to 
me  from  differerff  quarters.  Some  say  why  not 
try  and  see  if  it  is  possible  to  make  a  trout 
licence ;  nothing  will  be  able  to  be  done  for  the 
lasting  improvement  of  the  trout  fishing  until 
there  is  a  licence.  I  answered  that  there  was  a 
certain  amount  of  opposition  to  a  licence,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Thames  was  a  free  fishing 
river,  and  there  would  be  a  certain  amount  of 
opposition  to  a  trout  licence  from  the  clubs,  &c. 

I  can  remember  when  all  the  locks  on  the 
Lower  Thames  were  free  also,  no  charge  was 
made  for  boats,  rafts,  &c. ;  now  there  is  a  charge 
for  every  lock,  also  a  licence  for  keeping  a 
boat,  &c.  The  public  were  never  invited  to  give 
their  opinion  on  these  new  laws  before  they 
were  passed,  so  1  see  no  reason  why,  if  the 
conservators  thought  proper,  they  could 
make  a  trout  licence  and  leave  the  coarse  fishing 
free.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  any  hardship 
to  the  present  run  of  anglers,  as  there  are  not 
many  trout  fishermen  who  could  not  afford  to  pay 
a  small  annual  sum  to  improve  their  sport. 
Another  suggestion  was  that  I  should  write  to 
each  holder  of  a  weir  pass  and  ask  them  to 
support  an  application  for  increasing  the  weir 
pass  to  a  guinea  instead  of  ten  shillings,  and 
the  surplus  above  the  present  charge  to  be 
devoted  entirely  to  the  purchase  of  trout  to  be 
turned  in  at  the  different  weirs.  I  should  like 
to  hear  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  holders  of 
weir  passes  before  I  take  any  steps  in  the  matter. 

I  hope  all  those  interested  in  the  improvement  of 
the  trout  fishing  will  give  me  their  support,  and 
so  not  let  the  present  effort  made  to  improve  the 
trout  fishing  fall  to  the  ground  from  want  of 
that  support.  Also,  communications  and  sub¬ 
scriptions  will  be  duly  acknowledged.  I  am,  &c., 

'  A.  Burrow, 

Hon.  Sec.  Lower  Thames  Trout 
Propagation  Society. 

Colne  Cottage,  Staines. 

PICKERING  FISHERY  ASSOCIATION. 

Sir, — The  May-fly  is  now  on  the  Pickering 
stream  in  goodly  numbers.  Anglers  have  had 
excellent  sport  during  the  past  week.  On  the  19  th 
May,  Mr.  Baker  took  seven  trout  weighing  5.Ub. 

On  the  20th  the  Secretary  basketed  four  trout 
weighing  3jlb. 

On  the  22nd  the  Secretary  caught  five  weighing 
51b.  2oz.  The  largest  weighed  2oz.  short  of  21b., 
and  the  next  11b.  loz. 

O  n  the  25th  Mr.  G.  Manners  bagged  six  weighing 
51b. 

Many  other  catches  have  been  made,  but  these 
are  the  most  notable.  The  fish  are  in  excellent 
condition,  and  a  “pounder”  at  the  end  of  a  fine 
cast  gives  the  angler  rare  sport  before  he  is  finally 
landed. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  of  your  readers  who 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the 
Pickering  stream,  1  may  mention  that  the  season 
tickets  are  £1,  fortnightly  tickets  7s.t)d.,and  daily 
ones  2s. — 1  am,  &c.,  _  J-  S.  Guffick. 

HE  FISHING  NEAR  CRIEFF. 

— J).  A.  F.  cannot  do  better  than  write 
to  Mr.  William  Muir,  Turret  View,  Crieff,  for 
information.  As  a  practical  fisherman,  he 
would  know  where  to  fish  and  what  flies  to  use.  ' 
I  am,  &c.,  C.  M<  PuER.soN. 

()2,  High-street,  Southampton, 

May  29, 1893. 
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THE  RAILAVAV  TRAVELLING  PRIVI¬ 
LEGES  TO  NOTTINGHAM  ANGLERS. 

Sir, — For  tbe  information  of  tlie  anglers  of 
Nottingham,  and  more  especially  those  connected 
with  clubs,  I  venture  respectfully  to  ask  you  to 
publish  the  following  letter  (copy),  received  by 
me  on  Friday,  May  19,  from  the  Midland  Railway 
Company,  having  reference  to  the  above  subject. 
It  is  addressed  to  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Notts 
local  body  here,  styling  themselves  the  Notts 
Anglers’  Association,  the  ofticers  in  which  have 
been  seeking  to  bring  about  an  alteration  in  the 
system  of  issuing  privilege  cards  to  club  anglers. 

(Copy.)  May  19, 1893. 

“  Sir, — I  have  carefully  considered  the  repre¬ 
sentations  made  by  yourself  and  co-delegates  at 
the  meeting  you  had  with  my  Mr.  Ward  on  Friday 
last,  the  12th  inst ,  and  I  beg  to  inform  you,  in 
reply,  that  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  recommend 
any  alteration  in  the  arrangements,  which  have 
been  in  operation  for  so  long,  and  which  up  to 
the  present  have  been  worked  to  the  satisfaction 
of  this  company  and  the  anglers  of  Nottingham 
generally. 

Mr.  Coxon  will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  be  the 
authorised  person  to  issue  anglers’  tickets  in 
Nottingham,  and  he  will  do  so  at  a  charge  of  Id. 
per  card,  and  these  cards  will  be  issued  for  two 
fishing  seasons,  summer  and  winter,  and  the  price 
will  be  shown  on  each  card.  I  have  requested 
Mr.  Coxon  not  to  recognise  any  angling  society 
with  a  less  membership  than  twelve,  and  have 
also  directed  him  to  take  such  steps  as  will  ensure 
not  more  than  one  card  being  issued  to  any 
individual. 

I  return  herewith  the  documents  you  left  with 
Mr.  Ward. — AMurs  truly, 

W.  L.  Mugliston,  Superintendent. 

C.  T.  Heald,  Esq.,  224,  Waterway-street, 
Nottingham. 

It  will  be  gathered  from  this  letter  that  the 
Midland  Company  do  not  in  any  way  recognise 
the  authority  of  the  association.  I  have  readily 
met  the  Company’s  wishes  as  to  the  price  to  be 
charged  for  the  cards.  I  had,  on  May  8,  sent  out 
post  cards  to  secretaries  of  all  clubs  in  which  the 
price  was  fixed  at  2d.  Throughout  last  winter 
the  price  to  affiliated  clubs  never  exceeded  a  Id. 
The  Company’s  letter  will,  I  rejoice  to  think, 
prevent  the  cards  in  the  future  being  taxed  at  the 
clubs,  the  money  derived  from  the  taxing  or 
levying  of  members  having  previously  been 
devoted  to  the  capital  of  the  association.  Through 
my  own  representation  in  respecD  of  these 
uncalled-for  levies,  club  fishermen  have  now  “  a 
fair  field  and  no  favour.”  If  they  are  imposed 
upon  in  the  future  I  desire  they  will  at  once 
communicate  with  me.  The  price  of  the  card  will 
bs  clearly  printed  on  the  front,  and  beyond  that 
— one  penny — no  secretary  must  go. — I  am,  &c., 

Nottingham,  May  23.  Henry  Coxon. 


DO  FISH  NOTICE  ONE  COLOUR  MORE 
THAN  ANOTHER? 

Sir, — Will  some  reader  kindly  inform  me  what 
coloured  gut  he  considers  least  obtrusive  in  fish¬ 
ing — pale  blue,  green,  sorrel,  black,  Ac. — and 
why.? — I  am,  Ac.,  _ Mark. 

HARRIS  TWEEDS. 

Sir,  —  Some  correspondence  in  reference  to 
Harris  tweeds  in  your  issue  of  May  6  has  just 
come  under  my  notice.  No  doubt  the  genuine 
homespuns  made  in  that  island,  which  are  spun 
as  well  as  woven  by  hand,  and  dyed  with  vege¬ 
table  products  by  the  natives  themselves,  are 
excellent  for  an  angler’s  wear.  But  the  real 
article  is  not  easy  to  obtain,  and  the  price  is  high 
for  an  ordinary  pocket.  It  has  struck  me  that  a 
number  of  your  readers  would  like  to  know  what 
we  can  do  in  Ireland  towards  manufacturing  a 
cloth  for  their  special  purpose.  I  submit  that  the 
patterns  which  I  venture  to  send  for  your  inspec¬ 
tion,  which  are  made  in  the  Marquis  of  Water¬ 
ford’s  Industrial  House,  are  worthy  of  your 
recommendation  and  the  patronage  of  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  They  have  been 
praised  by  writers  in  the  Field  again  and  again 
in  answer  to  correspondents ;  and  I  have  in  my 
possession  hundreds  of  laudatory  letters  from 
gentlemen  in  all  parts  of  the  country  who  have 
had  experience  of  their  wearing  qualities. — 
I  am,  &c.,  W.  Bill. 

31.  Great  Portland-street.  London,  W., 

May  31, 1893. 


FISHING  NEAR  TIVERTON. 

Sir, — If  “  Angler  ”  wants  good  trout  fishing, 
he  can  get  ])lenty  of  it  in  the  immediate  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Tiverton,  in  the  River  Culm,  either 
at  'I'iverton  Junction,  Culmstock,  Hemyock  or 
Oullompton.  In  the  beginning  of  last  March, 
I  was  at  Culmstock  for  a  few  day's,  and  w'as 
surjirised  to  come  acro.S3  a  Devon  stream  con¬ 
taining  such  good  trout.  Half-pounders  are 
plentiful,  and  fish  of  one  and  two  pounds  are  by 
no  means  scarce.  I  was  told  that  the  fly  was 
of  very  little  use  after  May,  except  of  an 
evening.  The  minnow  and  worm  may  be  used. 
—I  am,  &c.,  T.  j.  Scott. 

Marlow,  May  23,  1893. 


FISHING  AT  BEXLEAL 

Sir, — I  resided  at  Bexley  during  the  years 
1886-7,  but  do  not  remember  any  fishing  of  any 
account.  There  is,  of  course,  the  trout  hatchery 
at  Foot’s  Cray,  but  I  never  heard  of  anyone 
fishing  near  there. 

The  lower  waters  of  the  Cray,  just  above  Cray- 
ford,  contain  nothing  but  large  eels,  of  which  1 
once  took  three,  weighing  on  one  night- 

line. 

There  is  a  private  lake  at  Sidcup  (the  next 
station  on  the  up  line),  but  leave  is  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  procure.  I  used  also  to  see  a 
good  deal  of  fishing  at  Dartford,  but  am  afraid 
the  paper  mills  killed  the  most  fish. — I  am,  Ac., 
_  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


FISHING  IN  ICELAND  AND  NORWAY. 

Sir, — I  would  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  or 
some  one  of  your  numerous  readers  would  inform 
me  as  to  the  kind  of  fishing  in  Iceland.  Is  there 
both  salmon  and  trout  fishing  ?  What  kind  of 
accommodation  is  available  ?  Is  there  any  pub¬ 
lished  pamphlet  or  book  relative  to  the  above  ? 
Where  also  a  book  cm  be  obtained  containing 
information  as  to  fishing  in  Norway',  hotels,  Ac. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — I  am,  Ac., 

ScOTUS. 

[‘  Scotus”  should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 
Sampson  Low  and  Co.,  Fetter-lane,  London,  for 
“The  Angler’s  Diary  and  Guide.”  There  is  good 
salmon  and  ti'out  fishing  in  Iceland. — En.] 

FISHING  FROM  DEAL  PIER. 

Sir, — Since  my  last  communication  the  fishing 
has  been  very  quiet.  Plenty  of  poutings  and 
small  plaice  and  dabs  have  rewarded  the  rod- 
anglers,  and  the  boats  also,  but  no  large  fish. 
Whitebait  in  millions  have  been  caught  at  the 
edge  of  the  beach.  They  were  retailed  at  6d.  per 
quart.  Among  one  lot  I  saw  two  spring  herrings, 
capital  for  baits.  My  companion.  Dr.  Coates,  of 
the  P.S.,  and  I,  went  to  the  opening  of  the  new 
Dover  Pier,  a  fine  structure,  900  feet  long,  the 
lower  landing  of  which  is  expressly  made  con¬ 
venient  for  anglers.  We  fished  from  the  North 
Jetty,  but  the  tide  was  not  suitable,  so  caught 
nothing.  Mr.  Zaehusdorf,  of  the  P.S  ,  caught  six¬ 
teen  whiting-pollack  one  evening,  and  six  before 
breakfast  the  next  morning.  Other  pollack- 
fishers  have  bem  successful  with  the  Dover  rag- 
worm  bait,  which  can  be  had  by  sending  a  P.0.0, 
for  one  shilling  and  sixpence,  and  they  arrive 
addressed  to  Mr.  Lawrence,  pier-master,  packed 
in  a  box  with  grass  sea-weed,  and  will  keep  for 
days.— I  am,  Ac  ,  _  T.  R.  Sachs. 

FISHING  NEAR  CROMER. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  “  Sea¬ 
gull,”  I  beg  to  say  that  the  nearest  fishing 
station  to  Cromer  is  AVroxham,  distant  by  rail 
(G.E.R.)  about  fifteen  miles.  Here  roach,  bream, 
and  perch  m.ay  be  taken  in  good  numbers  and  of 
fair  size.  Wroxham  Broad,  one  mile  and  a  half's 
row  from  the  village,  may  be  fished  on  payment  of 
half-a-crown  a  day  per  boat,  and  is  well  worth  a 
visit. 

Barton  Broad  is  close  to  Stalham,  which  is 
about  the  same  distance  from  Cromer  as  Wrox¬ 
ham,  but  is  on  the  Eastern  and  Midlands  Railway 
(both  railway  systems  have  stations  at  Cromer). 
This  broad  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  district,  and 
if  “  Seagull  ”  visits  it  about  September  or  Octo¬ 
ber  he  will  be  pleased  with  the  pike  fishing  to  be 
obtained  there — bream,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and 
tench  abound. 

The  sea  fishing  at  Cromer  is  not  very  grand, 
the  beach  being  very  flat,  the  tide  when  low  is 


so  far  out  that  one  can  walk  on  the  sands  round 
the  jetty. 

At  Slierringham  (four  miles  from  Cromer  to 
the  north)  the  fishermen  catch  a  lot  of  whiting 
and  cod  in  the  season  with  long  lines  laid  out 
just  beyond  the  breakers  and  baited  with  whelks. 
A  day’s  hand  lining  with  one  of  them  might  be 
productive  of  good  sport. 

Any  further  information  that  your  correspon¬ 
dent  requires  I  shall  be  haiipy  to  give. — 1  am, 
Ac.,  A.  .1.  Rudd, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maker. 

54,  London-street,  Norwich. 


FISHING  IN  KASHMERE. 

Sir, — I  have  been  much  interested  in  read¬ 
ing  in  your  columns  of  the  27th  ult.  about 
“  Trout  Fishing  in  Michigan.”  With  regard  to 
heat  and  pests  and  good  fishing  combined,  let 
me  commend  your  readers  to  the  river  Thelum 
in  Kashmere,  near  Sopoor,  in  the  months  of  July 
and  August.  Mosquitoes  will  make  any  skin 
feel  their  bites  there. 

Perhaps  you  might  like  to  hear  of  a  little 
experience  of  mine  at  the  above  place  in  June, 
too  early  for  heavy  fish  and  mosquitoes.  I  was 
there  one  afternoon,  on  my  way  to  higher  climes, 
and  to  pass  the  time  I  went  out  wdth  a  native 
fisherman,  who  promised  me  some  sport.  His 
tackle  consisted  of  a  piece  of  cork,  with  plenty 
of  line  wound  round  it,  and  a  piece  of  stick 
some  four  feet  long.  This  was  attached  to  the 
cork  at  one  end  by  a  piece  of  whipcord  about 
three  feet  long,  and  to  the  other  was  fastened 
some  twenty-five  yards  of  good  horsehair  line. 
On  this  he  put  a  live  bait  on  a  treble  hook,  and 
let  it  out  in  mid-stream  ;  he  then  gave  me  the 
stick  to  hold,  and  he  and  his  mate  pulled  the 
little  boat  we  were  in  from  one  side  of  the 
river  to  the  other.  Suddenly  I  felt  a  jerk,  and 
the  man  told  me  to  throw  my  stick  into  the  river, 
and  let  out  the  line  off  the  cork.  This  I  did,  and, 
after  a  little  play,  landed  a  151b.  hill  trout.  This 
occurred  four  times,  and  each  fish  was  a  good 
one.  I  asked  the  man  what  he  did  if  the  fish 
was  a  very  large  one,  and  all  the  line  was  taken 
away.  “  Throw  it  into  the  river,  sahib,”  was  his 
answer,  “  the  cork  always  comes  to  the  top  when 
the  fish  stops  going,  and  thus  we  can  land  the 
biggest  fish.” 

Curiously  enough,  three  other  Englishmen 
were  fishing  at  the  same  time,  and  though  I 
had  luck  with  my  most  primitive  way  of  fishing, 
all  the  others  with  rods,  Ac.,  complete,  had  a 
blank  day.  I  myself  had  no  rod  and  no  tackle  of 
my  own. — I  am,  Ac.,  _  Llangollen. 

PISHING  NEAR  CROMER,  BEXLEAL 
CRIEFF,  AND  AIX-LES-BAINS. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  the  above,  and  taking  them 
in  order,  the  “Angler’s  Diary”  says,  re  coarse 
fishing— (N.B. — I  wonder  more  anglers  do  not 
purchase  this  excellent  guide,  price  only  Is.  6d.). 
It  says  ; — “  Aldborough  beck  rises  in  the  lake  in 
Pelbrigg  Park,  five  miles  S.W.  of  Cromer,  runs 
four  miles  to  Aldborough  and  its  mill  pond,  five 
miles  N.  from  Aylsham,  and  one  mile  down  is 
joined  on  right  bank  by  a  brook  three  miles  long, 
draining  the  lake  in  Barmingham  Park  by  Town 
Barmingham,  four  and  a  half  miles  N.E. 
from  Corpusty.  Aldborough  joins  that  noted 
angling  river,  the  Bure,  two  miles  below.”  Mr. 
Bickerdyke  does  not  refer  to  Cromer  in  his 
“Angling  in  Salt  Water.” 

Bexley. — “A  mile  below  Dartford  the  Cray 
joins  Darenth,  which  contains  trout,  perch, 
roach,  Ac.  It  rises  near  Orpington,  and  in  one 
mile  runs  by  St.  Mary’s  Cray  (Bexley  four  miles), 
passing  St.  Paul’s  Cray  and  Foot’s  Cray.  Prom 
Bexley  to  Crayford  is  one  and  a  half  miles,  from 
whence  to  the  junction  of  Cray  and  Darenth  is 
two  miles,  and  two  miles  below  this  junction 
Darenth  joins  the  Thames.  There  are  bream  in 
the  lake  in  the  Phoenix  Paper  Mills  at  Dartford, 
close  by  which  is  Dartford  Creek,  flounders,  Ac. 
There  are  also  large  carp  in  Messrs.  Pigon  and 
AVilkes’s  powder  mills.”  No  smoking  allowed. 

Crieff  (Perth). — On  Earn;  salmon  and  trout.  At 
St.  Fillans,  twelve  miles  oft',  fair  treating  can  be 
had.  Hotels:  Drummond  Arms  and  Stewart 
Arms,  where  fishing  can  be  had.  Good  trouting 
in  Allmond,  six  miles  oft.  AYrite  to  Drummond 
or  Stewart  Arms. 

Aix-les-Bains  (Savoy). — Hotels :  “De  I’Europe,” 

“  d’Aix,”  and  others.  On  Lake  Bourget; /ero.r, 
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pike,  perch,  dace,  chub,  and  bream,  but  the  lake 
is  very  deep.  X.B. — This  does  not  matter  if 
“  J.  W.”  uses  a  Nottingham  slider  float.  I  advise 
him  to  get  a  couple  of  sliders  for  dace,  bream, 
&c.,  and  barbel,  from  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street, 
Nottingham ;  the  latter  would  suit  the  lake  to  a 
T.  Tie  a  small  piece  of  thin  silk  (say  half  an 
inch)  on  the  line  the  depth  you  wish  to  fish  (say 
twenty  yards),  and  the  very  small  ring  at  the 
bottom  of  this  excellent  float  will  sfop  the  line  at 
the  distance  on  it  mentioned  above.  As  the  fish 
are  played  and  the  line  reeled  in,  the  float  slides 
down  the  line,  hence  “  slider.”  Baits  are  easily 
procured.  Use  a  No.  2  plait  line  for  this  float. 
The  Diary  says  the  best  way  of  fishing  is  with  a 
natural  bait  trailing  from  a  boat  with  600  yards 
or  600  yards  of  line  out,  a  sort  of  “  whiffing  ”  on 
a  large  scale,  I  imagine.  Large  dace  may  be 
caught  with  fly  along  wooded  side  of  the  lake, 
and  splendid  perch  round  the  shallow  weedy  bays. 
— I  am,  &c.,  M.\rke.u. 


KECIPE  FOR  BLEACHING  A  SILK  LINE 
WANTED. 

Sutton’s  Angling  Association, 

8a,  Hill-street,  Reading,  May  29. 
Sir, — Will  you,  or  one  of  your  numerous 
readers,  kindly  tell  me  how  to  lighten  the  colour 
of  a  line  stained  too  deeply  in  one  of  the  “Diamond 
(powder)  Dyes,”  viz.,  olive  green,  without  injuring 
or  rotting  the  silk  ?  Soaking  in  spirits  of  turpen¬ 
tine  has  failed. — I  am,  &c  , 

Ri).  Bowsiier,  Hon.  Sec. 
I’.S. — Are  the  proposed  Conservancy  Bye-laws 
likely  to  operate  before  next  year.^ 

[Date  will  be  announced. — Ei>.j 


HERRINGS  IN  THE  DANUBE.— A  BIG 
“  SILURIS.” 

Sir, — Every  year  during  April,  shoals  of  big 
herrings  usually  about  |lb.  in  weight  come  up  the 
Danube  here,  lOfl  miles  from  the  Black  Sea  by 
the  river  ;  they  are  always  in  splendid  condition, 
and  I  don’t  fancy  that  they  come  to  spawn  as 
they  have  but  little  in  them.  I  do  not  know  much 
about  sea  fish,  but  fancy  this  an  uncommon 
occurrence.  At  present  the  floods  have  spoilt  all 
my  fishing  here.  My  usual  grounds  are  all  one 
great  lake,  the  tops  of  the  willows  being  all  there 
is  to  be  seen. 

The  other  day  I  saw  a  siluris  in  the  market, 
and,  measuring  it  with  my  stick,  found  on  getting 
home  it  was  8ft.  2in.  to  the  end  of  its  tail.  Not 
a  nice  gentleman  to  encounter  while  taking  a 
bathe. — I  am,  &c..  Rook. 

Braila,  Roumania. 


ARE  THERE  20lb.  TROUT  IN  THE 
THAMES? 

Sir, — Your  reporter  of  last  week’s  meeting  of 
the  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society  says  our 
friend,  J.  P.  W.,  believes  there  are — “that  he  has 
not  the  slightest  doubt  of  it,  and  he  had  seen 
trout  in  the  Thames,  not  once  or  twice,  but  fifty 
times,  that  he  was  satisfied  would  weigh  201b.,  if 
not  more.” 

The  “Jubilee  trout”  of  1887,  caught  in  a 
flounder-net  at  Stroud-on-the-Green,  weighed 
171b.,  and  was  replaced  in  the  river  at  Towns 
End  Hole,  Kingston.  The  fish  is  supposed  yet 
to  be  in  that  part  of  the  Thames,  and  is  said  to 
have  increased  in  size  and  weight. 

But  it  is  a  query  if  such  abnormal  Thames 
fario  do  grow  larger.  Have  they  not  attained 
the  zenitb  of  their  prime,  and  then  begin  to 
decline  and  waste  in  weight  ? — although  fish  some¬ 
times  grow  considerably  after  capture. 

For  instance,  the  trout  caught  by  Rush  of 
Reading,  April  24,  1880,  weighed  161b.  looz.,  and 
not  1 71b.  8oz.,  as  your  correspondent  states  ;  also 
]\Ir.  R.  Faulkner’s  (May  21,  1886)  Moulsey  trout 
weighed  I-Ilb.,«oi  151b.  lOoz.  Both  these  fish  have 
grown  since  they  were  caught. 

A  trout  weighing  101b.  was  taken  by  the  late 
lilr.  J.  Forbes,  of  Ghertsey,  early  in  March,  1877, 
at  Laleham  Ferry.  This  fish  was  marked  by 
cutting  a  round  hole  through  its  tail,  and  then 
replaced  in  the  river  at  Ghertsey  weir.  On 
August  26,  1878,  I  caught  this  trout  again,  when 
it  had  decreased  to  8.\lb.  Thus  it  had  passed  its 
zenith,  and  begun  to  waste  in  weight. — I  am, 
&c.,  Alered  Jarpixe. 


THE  “IMPERIAL”  GUP. 

Sir, — Finding  in  the  angling  press  a  notice  to 
the  effect  that  a  competition  for  a  silver  cup  and 
roach  pole  was  about  to  take  place — open  to  all 
club  anglers — I  decided  to  enter  the  lists  and  “  try 
my  luck.”  During  the  progress  of  the  competi¬ 
tion  (the  weigh-in,  I  may  mention,  taking  place 
at  Mr.  Reeves’,  The  Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark- 
street,  S.E.),  I  was  given  to  understand  that  other 
prizes  were  to  be  added  (as  more  money  had  been 
subscribed).  But  upon  the  termination  of  the 
competition  only  two  prizes  (the  cup  and  the 
roach  pole)  were  forthcoming.  Mr.  Biggs  was 
second  with  245  points,  and  myself  third  with  261 
points.  My  object  in  inserting  this  in  your  valu¬ 
able  paper  is  to  advise  competitors  for  the  future 
to  see  at  the  start  how  many  prizes  are  likely  to 
be  awarded,  and  not  to  be  told  (as  I  was)  that 
“  I  had  to  thank  certain  remarks  made  by  com¬ 
petitors  and  others  for  the  non-production  of  the 
prizes  promised.”  Promoters  of  prizes  for  “  the 
good  of  the  bouse  ”  should  in  future  be  careful  to 
consider  the  interests  of  those  who  do  the  work, 
in  the  way  of  spending  their  time  and  money  in 
returning  to  the  house  appointed  for  the  weigh-in, 
and  they  would  no  doubt  be  thought  more  highly 
of  than  were  the  late  promoters  of  the  “  Imperial  ” 
cup. — I  am,  &c., _ R.  H.  Morris. 

MAY-FLY  ON  LOUGH  SHEELAN. 

Sir, — Recalling  an  account  of  three  weeks’ 
fishing  on  Lough  Sheelan,  published  some  few 
weeks  ago  in  the  Field,  by  “  Salmo  Ferox,”  I 
send  the  record  of  my  experience  on  that  lake  for 
this  year,  with  a  view  of  pointing  out  to  any  of 
your  readers  who  may  contemplate  trying  their 
luck  with  the  Green  Drake  on  the  Westmeath 
lakes  in  future  seasons,  the  patience  required  for 
the  one  in  question.  I  fished  with  two  other  rods 
for  thirteen  days,  during  which  our  sport  was 
practically  uninterrupted  by  the  weather,  -which 
was  exceptionally  favourable  for  dapping,  and 
our  total  catch  was  thirty-seven  fish,  weight 
73Alb.,  or  just  an  average  of  21b.  Allowing  two 
rises  for  every  fish  caught — which  was  about  the 
proportion — you  will  see  that  the  excitement  was 
not  intense.  I  was  the  most  fortunate,  my  share 
of  the  bag  being  eighteen.  The  heaviest  fish 
caught  was  4|Ib.,  though  w'e  saw  several  rise,  and 
hooked  two  or  three,  evidently  much  larger.  We 
had  an  amusing  experience  the  last  evening  of 
our  stay.  My  wife,  who  was  of  our  party,  was 
suddenly  struck  with  the  idea  that  she  would 
like  to  try  her  hand;  so,  borrowing  a  rod,  she 
put  on  a  dap  of  three  flies  in  the  most  un¬ 
orthodox  manner,  the  lure  when  on  the  water 
presenting  the  appearance  of  a  small  star  fish. 
There  were  several  large  fish  rising,  evidently  at 
the  spent  gnat,  for  the  boatman  and  I  having 
covered  one  of  these  rises  with  two  daps  which 
should  have  tempted  any-  “  decent  mannered  ” 
fish,  Falmo  ferox  passed  them  by  in  contempt, 
and,  with  true  Irish  gallantry,  seized  the  lady’s 
bait  with  a  fearful  splash.  She  remembering  my 
instructions  about  striking,  not  only  struck  once 
but  three  times.  The  result  can  be  imagined. 
The  breakage  of  a  cast  strong  enough  to  hang  a 
dog,  and  a  muttered  expression  from  the  writer 
about  the  cussedness  of  fish  in  general,  and  Irish 
Home  Rule  fish  in  particular. — I  am,  &c.. 

Keep  Your  Eye  on  A"our  Dap. 


A  BIG  YORKSHIRE  TROUT. 

Sir, — A  correspondent  sends  me  the  following 
dimensions  of  a  big  trout  caught  on  May  15 
in  a  “dub”  near  Kisdon  Force,  in  Upper 
Svvaledale,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Harker,  a  local  angler 
— length  26in,,  weight  4:ilb.,  and  measurement 
from  lip  to  lip  with  extended  jaws  JJin. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  this  is  the  largest 
trout  taken  this  season  in  Yorkshire,  and  Mr. 
Harker  is  to  be  congratulated.  A  man  may  fish 
the  Swale  “  till  the  cows  come  home,”  or  until 
he  is  as  old  as  King  Lear,  without  getting  into 
such  a  big  ’un  as  this  monster. — I  am,  &c  , 

W.  Garter  Peatts. 

Halifax,  May  30,  1893. 


GAIL’S  FISH  PASS. 

Sir, — Gan  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if  this 
fish  pass  has  been  successfully  used  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  and  if  so  where  ? — I  am,  &c., 

De.vl. 


“RED  PALMER.” 

Sir, — For  nearly  thirty  years  I  have  corre¬ 
sponded  with  the  sporting  papers  (yours  and 
others)  occasionally  under  the  above  nom-de- 
flume,  and  have,  as  you  know,  written  a  book 
with  that  title,  two  editions  of  which  have  been 
sold  out.  I  have  noticed  lately  that  some  other 
person  signs  himself  in  the  same  manner,  and  it 
is  misleading. 

A  gentleman  wrote  me  last  week  about  a  testi¬ 
monial  I  was  supposed  to  have  given  Mr.  James 
Ogden,  of  Gheltenham,  in  favour  of  a  rod.  As 
I  know  nothing  of  Mr.  Ogden  I  could  not 
understand  the  matter,  but  it  now  ap]iears  the 
testimonial  was  given  by  the  other  “  Red 
Palmer.”  As  I  had  already  given  a  testi¬ 
monial  to  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford,  commend¬ 
ing  a  Multura  in  Parvo  rod  they  made  for  me,  it 
would  almost  a])pear  that  the  adoption  of  the 
nom-de-plume  is  not  done  inadvertently. — I  am, 
&c ,  James  'Tayler. 

65,  Hazelville-road,  Hornsey  Rise,  N.,  May  61. 


A  ROAGH  TAKES  A  SPINNING  BAIT. 

Sir, — I  write  to  tell  you  of  what  I  consider  a 
most  curious  thing  that  happened  to  me  whilst 
spinning  with  an  artificial  bait  in  the  Thames  at 
Hampton,  on  Monday.  I  hooked  and  landed  a 
roach  of  about  |lb.  weight.  The  fish  was  hooked 
on  the  tail  triangle,  which  was  completely  in  its 
mouth  and  well  “  home  ”  in  both  jaws. 

The  bait  was  about  the  size  of  a  small  bleak. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  fish 
was  a  roach,  not  a  chub. — I  am,  Ac., 

17,  Keith-grove,  Geo.  Walker. 

Shepherd’s  Bush,  W., 

May  31, 1893. 

[It  is  very  unusual  for  roach  to  take  a  spin¬ 
ning  bait.  Some  years  ago  Major  Turle’s  son 
killed  a  big  roach  in  this  way  when  spinning  for 
pike. — Ed.]  _ 

ANOTHER  FISHING  FOX  TERRIER. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston. — In  the  year  1886  I  was 
down  in  Oxfordshire,  and  heard  the  sentence  of 
death  pronounced  on  a  grandly  bred  fox  terrier 
just  two  years  old,  who,  perfect  in  manners  and 
pluck,  had  developed  a  vice — .a  most  serious  one 
on  a  strictly  preserved  game  estate — the  vice  of 
“  hunting.” 

Something  in  the  mute  appealing  eyes,  some¬ 
thing  in  the  half-starved  and  poor  condition — the 
result  of  the  gamekeepers’  “  art  of  training,” 
consisting,  as  far  as  I  know,  of  blows  and  starva¬ 
tion — touched  a  spot  in  my  heart  (already  too 
tender  where  dumb  animals  are  concerned),  and 
I  pleaded  for  his  life — granted  tome  on  condition 
that  I  would  take  him  away  for  ever. 

I  rather  flatter  myself  on  my  management  of 
dogs,  my  treatment  being  kindness,  patience, 
and  firm  determination.  With  the  case  I  men¬ 
tion  I  have  more  than  reason  to  be  proud,  the 
incorrigible  brute  of  1886  is  now,  and  always  has 
been,  of  rare  intelligence,  and  one  of  the  most 
faithful  canine  friends  any  man  could  desire. 

On  all  my  fishing  expeditions  he  is  my  constant 
companion,  intent  on  the  float  as  it  rests  on  the 
water,  excited  as  each  ball  of  ground  bait  goes  in. 
I  alway  thought  he  was  interested  in  my  sport, 
whereas  it  appears  he  has  been  learning  wrinkles 
for  himself,  and  now,  being  proficient,  he  fishes 
for  himself,  as  is  so  truthfully  described  by  Mr. 
Lely  in  his  letter  to  you  last  Saturday. 

During  the  last  four  years  I  have  lived  two 
summers  at  the  Weir  Hotel,  Sunbury,  and  two 
years  here,  and  I  always  thought  that  his  attrac¬ 
tion  at  the  weirs  was  rats,  but  I  now  find  it 
to  be  fish. 

Like  Mr.  Lely,  I  considered  the  circumstance 
somewhat  peculiar,  and  wonder  whether  any  of 
your  readers  have  met  with  a  like  instance. 

As  soon  as  the  new  bye-laws  are  passed,  I  shall 
teach  him  to  observe  the  fence  months ;  in  the 
meantime  I  shall  use  ray  personal  influence  with 
the  conservators  to  look  lightly  on  his  offence  of 
fishing  in  close  time  in  consideration  of  his  long 
and  faithful  service  to  me. — Yours  truly, 

Hy.  Heath,  Jun., 
Richmond  Piscatorial  Society. 

Riveria,  East  Molesey. 

If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 
send  28.  6d.  in  Btamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every  week  for 
3  months  of  “  The  Publishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers, 
BeOobd,”  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


WITH  THE  WEST  LONDON  ANOLEES. 

The  first  meeting  for  the  formation  of  the  West 
London  Angling  Club,  -whioh  has  now  been  established 
thirteen  years,  took  place  at  the  “  White  Bear,”  King- 
street,  Hammersmith,  in  March,  1880,  the  founders  of 
the  club  being  Messrs.  C.  E.  Stock,  H.  Jaccines,  J. 
Butler,  W.  Day,  W.  H.  Tremaine,  J.  Hall,  and  E.'  A. 
Douglas.  Mr.  C.  E.  Stock  was  desired  to  act  as  the 
hon.  see.,  and  to  call  the  inaugural  meeting  for  Thurs¬ 
day,  May  e,  at  the  “  Windsor  Castle  ”  Hotel,  that 
famous  hostelry  being  selected  for  the  headquarters  of 
the  club.  The  obliging  proprietor,  the  late  Mr.  Gilbert 
club  in  a  most  gracious  manner' 
oflered  a  prize  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  fish  taken 
during  the  season.  Mr.  Jacques  had  the  honour  of 
being  appointed  the  first  chairman  of  the  club,  and  Mr. 
Butler  the  treasurer.  On  this  eventful  evening  .several 
well-known  gentlemen  in  connection  with  the  angling 

W-  H.  Brougham,  of 
Hatfield,  of  the  Central  Associa¬ 
tion,  Messrs.  Greville-Fennell,  Alfred  Allison,  Ac. 

Mr.  Butler,  the  treasurer,  had  the  pleasure  of  handing 
a  cheque  to  Mr.  Brougham  for  the  sum  of  five  guineas 
m  A  D  donation  to  the  funds  of  the 

l.A.P.S.  Mr.  Brougham,  in  reply,  expressed  his  grati¬ 
fication  at  receiving  such  a  handsome  donation  from  so 
young  a  club,  and  wished  it  every  suoces  i  in  the  future 
and  expressed  his  belief  that  the  members  would  receive 
tuU  interest  in  the  way  of  sport  and  prizes  for  their 
subscriptions.  In  the  course  of  a  month  twenty  new 
members  were  elected,  and  a  supper  was  held  at  head- 
quarters  on  June  10,  which  proved  a  great  success  On 
May  5  in  the  following  year  the  club  held  its  first 
anniversary  dinner,  at  which  eighty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  a  capital  repast  provided  by  the  host,  and 
many  prizes  were  presented  to  the  lucky  captors 

There  were  few  of  tfie  angling  clubs  that  had  made 
greater  advance  in  the  piscatorial  world  than  the  “West 
London  ”  in  so  short  a  time.  Mr.  C.  E.  Stock,  the  Hon. 
Sec.,  was  presented  with  a  testimonial  for  his  energetic 
and  valuable  services  to  the  club.  The  balance  sheet 
showed  that  the  receipts  in  subscriptions  and  donations 
amounted  to  over  ^660,  and  that  after  the  payment  of 
expenses— the  purchase  of  a  prize  medal,  value  eight 
guineas  (which  was  eventually  won  by  Mr.  E.  D 
Matthews),  the  payment  of  a  silver  cup,  club  prizes 
&c.— there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  .£17  Is.  9d  ’ 

At  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  held  at  South  Kensington 
the  club  made  a  good  show  of  specimen  fish,  and  received 
an  award  of  a  certificate  of  merit  for  its  exhibit. 

The  club  still  continued  to  go  on  in  a  flourishing  con¬ 
dition  under  the  secretaryship  of  Mr.  0.  E.  Stock,  who 
retired  from  his  ofiBce  after  three  years’  service.  Mr. 
G.  S.  Benham  was  then  elected  to  serve  in  his  place,  but 
owing  to  ill-health  was  unable  to  carry  on  his  dutie’s  for 
some  time,  but  was  re-elected  in  1885.  Mr.  G.  S.  Benham 
was  one  of  the  most  energetic  members  that  the  club 
possessed  in  its  early  days,  and  an  unanimous  feeling  of 
regret  and  sympathy  was  felt  at  the  loss  it  had  sustained 
by  the  death  of  that  gentleman  in  January,  1890.  In 
the  early  part  of  May  in  the  same  year,  Mr.  J.  J.  Hunter 
was  elected  to  fill  the  post  of  honorary  secretary  Mr 
Hunter  having  joined  the  club  in  1880,  always  taking  a 
great  interest  in  its  working,  and  a  regular  attendant  at 
the  meetings  ;  he  is  an  enthusiastic  angler,  and  always 
ready  to  have  a  day  out  with  any  of  his  fellow-members. 
He  was  the  winner  of  several  handsome  prizes  last 
season,  amongst  which  was  an  oil  painting  of  a  pike 
presented  by  Mr.  Fitz-Wallis,  jun.  ’ 

In  the  following  October  the  headquarters  of  the  club 
was  removed  from  the  “  Windsor  Castle  ”  Hotel  to  the 
“Dartmouth  Castle”  Hotel  in  the  Qlenthorne-road, 
Hammersmith,  where  its  meetings  are  now  held  every 
Tnursday  evening,  under  the  patronage  of  their  host 
Mr.  Eobert  Dean.  In  this  house  the  club  has  a  n  ce 
cosy  room,  the  walls  are  hung  with  several  fine  speci¬ 
mens  of  stuffed  fish,  and  a  piano  is  also  provided  for  the 
use  of  the  members.  The  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore  is  a  delegate  to  the  Central  Association,  also  aii 
auditor  and  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Central 
Association.  Mr.  Elsmore  is  a  great  lover  of  angling 
and  a  very  hard  worker  for  the  angler’s  interests  in 
general,  and  his  time  is  much  occupied  by  his  laborious 
duties  on  their  behalf. 

The  club  made  a  good  show  of  stuffed  fish  at  the 
Piscatorial  Exhibition  held  at  the  Eoyal  Aquarium  last 
year,  (or  which  a  diploma  of  merit  was  awarded. 

The  society  does  not  boast  of  keeping  a  large  ca'h 
balance  in  hand,  but  devotes  its  funds  to  the  benefit  of 
its  members,  the  prize  list  for  the  past  season  amounting 
to  £30.  The  following  members  having  taken  prizes  — 
Messrs.  Elsmore,  White,  Leaf,  A.  Perton,  Brittain, 
Eamsey,  Mallinson,  H.  E.  Digby,  E.  Hunter  J.  J. 
Hunter,  W.  Cox,  J.  N.  Hare,  A.  H.  James. 

Matches  and  other  competitions  are  arranged  both  for 
presentation  and  club  prizes,  and  keen  interest  is  taken 
in  the  friendly  outings.  The  club  now  musters  about 
forty  members,  of  which  Mr.  E.  Dean  is  the  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  Hunter  still  retains  the  post  of  secretary. 

The  club  held  its  thirteenth  annual  dinner  c  n  Alay  11, 
under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Channon,  at  the  “  Builder’s 
Arms,”  Bridge-road,  Hammersmith,  the  treasurer  being 
unable  to  accommodate  so  many  persons  at  the  club¬ 
house,  Mr.  Elsmore,  the  chairman  of  the  club,  acting  as 
president  for  the  evening,  and  Mr.  E.  Dean  as  vice- 
president.  The  usual  toasts  having  been  proposed  and 
cordially  responaed  to,  the  president  distributed  the 
prizes  for  the  past  season,  and  the  ev'ening.was  wound 
up  with  a  good  selection  of  songs,  rendered  by  the 
members  and  friends.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  represented 
he  T.A.P.S,  and  Central  Association. 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  3,  1893. 

Mr  Elsmore  offered  four  prizes  of  10s.  fid.  each,  to  bo 
fished  tor  during  the  ensuing  season  ;  Mr.  E.  Dean 
one  guinea;  Mrs  Dean.  10s.  fid. ;  Mr.  H.  Foreman,  one 
guinea  ;  Mr,  Chob  Webb,  20s. 

The  company,  having  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  evening, 

He  continued  success 

01  the  West  London  Angling  Club. 


THE  NEW  DEESIDE  HATCHEEY. 

The  Deeside  Fishery  Board  would  not  maintain  their 
prestage  for  the  intelligent  management  of  the  waters 
under  their  charge  were  they  not  first  in  this  matter  of 
artificial  stocking,  as  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
prosperity  of  their  river.  After  the  most  successful 
experiments  carried  out  at  Durris  by  Mr.  A.  Young,  and 
latterly  by  the  Board,  it  was  determined  to  build  a  new 
hatchery  on  the  most  approved  principles,  in  a  more 
accessible  and  otherwise  favourable  situation.  In  Mr. 
George  Duncan,  the  Deeside  Inspector  of  Fisheries  the 
board  has  a  pisciculturist  of  no  mean  order,  and  an  en- 
thusiast  to  boot ;  while  many  of  the  individual  members 
of  the  board  have  an  especial  interest  in  the  same  work 
It  T  •  °  "/'I,  ^“'Hhery  was  kindly  granted  by 

Mr.  I .  H.  Irvine  of  Drum,  free  of  charge,  and  in  clo.se 
H  the  river.  The  building,  some  36  ft.  by 
ft  ,  IS  on  a  concrete  base,  the  sides  and  roof  beiii"^  of 
corrugated  iron  with  inside  walls  i  deal,  4  in.  aplrt, 
and  packed  with  felt.  By  this  means  a  more  even  tern- 
perature  is  constantly  maintained  than  would  otherwise 
be  the  case.  In  the  centre  are  twenty  boxes  6  ft  long 
and  on  either  side  twenty  boxes  3  ft.  long,  givino^ 
accommodation  for  one  million  eggs,  without  in  the 
least  overcrowding.  Mr.  Duncan  is  just  now  extend- 
iDg  this,  and  means  to  add  other  six  boxes  which 
will  complete  the  complement.  There  is  internal  ac- 
commodation  for,  and  carry  about  a  million  and  a 
quarter  eggs  to  maturity  annually.  This  season  Mr. 

enabled'  to  turn  out  some 
350,000  try,  owing  to  an  accident  which  befell  his  first 
deposits,  whereby  he  lost  700,000  eggs  at  one  fell  swoop, 

( n  account  of  lead  poisoning.  He  immediately  shut  off 
the  water  supply,  and  kept  two  men  carrying  water  for 
night  and  day  to  keep  his  cistern  filled  for  five  days  on 
end  till  another  source  could  be  tapped,  and  by  this 
means  alone  w'as  the  remainder  of  his  stock  saved  con- 
sisting  of  some  100,000  ova.  These  hatched  out’won- 
derfully  well  after  the  exigencies  of  their  pre-enibyro 
career,  and  the  fry  were  safely  deposited  in  the  river 
some  three  weeks  ago,  with  the  loss  of  only  5  per  cent.,  the 
only  loss  of  any  consequence  Mr.  Duncan  has  sustained. 
A  new  water  supply  was  tapped  from  the  burn,  and  is 
brought  down  in  iron  pipes.  Filters  are  used,  but  more 
as  a  safe  precaution  than  otherwise.  Although  the 
season  was  far  advanced,  Mr.  Duncan  managed  to  secure 
two_  consignments  from  the  Ballater  reaches,  the  first 
having  been  got  from  the  Cluny  at  Braemar.  These 
consisted  of  1.50,000  eggs  got  on  Dec.  23,  and  which 
were  turned  into  tbe  river  as  fry  on  Saturday  morning 
with  scarcely  the  loss  of  one  in  every  2000  since 
hatching  out ;  and  100,000  eggs  put  down  on  Jan  28 
also  obtained  from  the  Ballater  reaches,  and  just  a  fort¬ 
night  later  than  their  cousins,  who  started  on  life’s 
battle  for  themselves  on  Saturday.  They  are  a  very 
healthy,  lively  set,  and  beginning  to  drop  the  umbilical 
sac.  All  over,  Mr.  Duncan  estimates  that,  taking  his 
maximum  and  minimum  loss  together,  he  has  not  lost 
over  2  per  cent.,  and  he  is  confident  that  of  the  last  two 
deposits,  when  everything  was  in  working  order,  his 
loss  has  been  something  like  '05  per  cent.  By  obtaining 
eggs  from  the  upper  feeders  of  the  Dee,  the  Board  is 
obliged  to  no  one.  They  have  an  abundant  supply  ;  an 
early  stock  of  fry  is  produced,  and  the  eggs  thus  ob¬ 
tained  are  in  a  great  measure  saved  from  destruction 
by  frost,  for  when  the  autumn  floods  recede  from  the 
recdi  inthe  Cluny,the  gravel  banks  are  left  exposed  some¬ 
times  for  months  to  the  winter’s  frosts, and  few  of  the  eggs 
thus  early  deposited  ever  come  to  maturity.  “  Experi 
mentia  docet  ”  is  Mr.  Duncan’s  motto.  At  the  back  of  tie 
hatchery  there  are  about  forty  tiny  fry  plunging  about 
which  have  been  reared  in  stagnant  water,  the  supply 
having  been  purposely  shut  off  from  this  box  a  few  days 
after  the  eggs  were  laid  on  the  gravel.  The  per  centage 
of  loss  has  been  heavy,  yet  it  has  proved  to  Mr.  Duncan 
that  his  stock  would  be  safe  in  the  main  were  his  water 
supply  tampered  with  from  the  outside.  Most  of  the 
boxes  were  fitted  with  glass  grills,  and  although  boiled 
gravel  are  no  doubt  more  natural  beds  for  the  ova,  yet 
the  amount  of  labour  saved  by  the  glass  is  infinitely  more 
than  any  gain  otherwise.  The  temperature  inside  the 
hatchery  on  Saturday  was  50  degrees,  but  the  normal 
average  is  not  more  than  between  37  degrees  and 
40  degrees.  The  present  season’s  stock  have  all  hatched 
off  in  from  120  to  125  days.  Every  detail  about  the 
hatchery  is  of  the  most  complete  order,  and  laid  down 
with  the  view  of  practical  and  useful  work  being  ac¬ 
complished.  'I’ho  experimental  stage  is  passed,  Mr. 
Duncan  and  his  staff  are  thoroughly  equipped,  and  it 
will  not  be  their  faults  if  this  department  of  their  work 
does  not  turn  out  an  fminent  success,  and  a  practical 
demonstration  to  a  1  other  boards  to  “go  and  do  like¬ 
wise.”  The  whole  cost  of  the  present  house  and  plant  is 
under  £1300,  and  the  sito  has  been  chosen  with  the  view 
of  adding  a  small  rearing-pond  some  of  these  days.  The 
cost  of  collecting  the  eggs  is  a  mere  trifle  once  waders, 
nets,  pans,  &c.,  have  been  provided,  and  it  is  something 
to  know  that  a  million  and  a  quarter  try  are  added  to  the 
stock  of  salmon  in  the  river  which  otherwise  would 
perish.  We  congratulate  Insprctor  Duncan  on  Lii 
su  ‘less. 


SEA  FISHEEIES  COMMITTEE. 

The  last  two  sittings  of  the  Committee  before  the 
Whitsun  recess  were  occupied,  it  will  be  remembered,  in 
hearing  the  general  evidence  of  Mr.  A.  Barrington  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who  was  in  favour  of  prohibiting  the 
landing  and  sale  of  immature  fish,  but  opposed  to  any 
more  sweeping  measures,  and  some  more  special  evi¬ 
dence  on  the  oyster  question.  The  chief  interest  in 
connection  with  the  latter  was  that  no  two  witnesses 
were  quite  agreed  011  matter.?  of  actual  personal  ohseri'a- 
Uon ;  and  if  we  are  to  believe  the  testimony  of  both 
Captain  Anderson  and  Captain  Austin,  then  indeed 
oysters  exhibit  curious  variety  of  habit,  since  they  both 
sicken  and  do  not  sicken  each  season,  and  the  miscel¬ 
laneous  foreign  importations  are,  in  the  third  and  fourth 
generations,  both  recognisable  aiid  'unrecognisable  from 
the  true  native. 

With  that  sitting  closed,  we  believe,  the  case  for  the 
National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association,  whioh 
has  now  subpocnad  all  its  witnesses.  The  first  sitting 
after  the  recess  was  of  importance  inasmuch  as  Mr. 
Barrington  was  again  cross-examined  on  the  general 
points  at  issue.  Correspondence  with  continental  fishery 
inspectors  showed  him  that  restrictive  measures  were 
easily  enforced.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  a  close  time 
for  all  breeds  of  oysters.  The  local  committees  had,  in 
his  opinion,  sufficient  powers  by  previous  Acts.  The 
single  measure  as  yet  suggested  was,  in  his  opinion,  the 
only  one  promising  much  remedy  of  existing  evils.  He 
explained  the  method  in  which  the  Board  of  Trade 
collects  its  statistics  and  the  small  and  totally  inade¬ 
quate  sum  on  which  it  has  to  carry  out  this  work.  The 
case  of  the  deep-sea  fisherman  against  the  smaller  craft 
inshore,  as  of  the  steam  trawler  and  the  smack,  he  con¬ 
sidered  impossible  to  settle  by  any  legislation. 

Next  week  the  Committee  will  take  official  evidence 
from  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


There  is  no  very  good  news  from  the  Thames  again  this 
week.  The  passing  showers  have  freshened  up  the  water 
of  course,  but  there  is  still  little  stream,  and  as  the 
opening  day  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  grows  nearer  the 
want  of  a  good  “push”  of  now  water  becomes  more 
apparent.  Many  anglers  are,  no  doubt,  preparing  for  a 
day’s  barbelliiig,  but  with  the  river  so  low  and  clear 
prospects  of  sport  are  not  bright,  though  I  hoiie  there 
will  have  been  a  change  for  the  better  ere  the  eventful 
16th  arrives.  If  we  had  a  week’s  rain  now  it  would  do 
no  harm.  *  „ 

*** 

A  Sudbury  (Suffolk)  correspondent  informs  me  that 
the  roach  have  nearly  done  spawning  in  the  Stour  there. 
Up  to  the  time  of  writing  no  report  from  Bures  is  to 
hand  as  to  spawning  operations  there,  but  the  fish  are 
very  late  in  this  part  of  the  river.  No  doubt  I  shall 
have  some  news  next  week  on  the  subject. 

‘  Why  do  you  s'ay  ”  (writes  an  angler)  “  that  those  big 
roach  are  at  Beckham  i  Camberwell,  my  boy,  Camber¬ 
well  I  ”  Between  the  Trafalo’ar-road  Bridge  and  Wells- 
street  Bridge,  eh  P  Yes,  and  in  the  Beckham  branch, 
too,  because  I  have  had  them  there.  The  Camberwell 
part,  however,  is  the  real  home  of  th )  big  fish  I  believe, 
and  their  motto  is  “  Catch  me  if  you  can.” 

*** 

The  members  of  the  Funny  Fjlts  Club  have  arranged 
for  a  pleasant  little  <  iiting  iufo  Sussex  to-morrow. 
After  breakfasting  at  Bulbor  jugh,  they  will  proceed  by 
brake  for  a  long  countiy  d  ive,  and  return  to  Host 
Nutt  s  for  dinner,  afte  ■  wtiich  a  ram  ile  along  the  banks 
of  the  Arun  should  win!  up  what  I  hope  may  prove  an 
enjoyable  day.  ^  « 

# 

I  AM  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  W.  J.  Biggs,  one  of  the 
competitors  in  the  recent  Imperiil  Silver  Cup  Com¬ 
petition,  has  not  yet  received  the  roach-pole  ho  won 
on  that  occasion.  The  rod  was  purchased,  but  has 
since  disappeared,  and  there  is  another  “  Southwark 
Mystery  ”  to  record.  ^  ^ 

According  to  Yarrell,  a  perch  of  91b,  was  once 
caught  in  the  Serpentine.  I,  in  company  with  many 
other  anglers,  no  doubt,  should  be  very  pleased  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  catching  a  21b.  porch  there. 

*** 

The  latest  gold  medallists— Messrs.  C.  Newbury  and 
W.  Grace,  of  the  New  Albion  Biscat  irials.  Tim  medals 
are  18  carat,  and  were  presented  by  the  club  as  a  mark 
of  distinction  to  those  two  gentlemen  as  the  respective 
winner  and  holder  of  a  silver  cue  for  comiietibiom  in 
aid  of  the  T.A.B.S. 

The  Arun,  at  Bulborough  and  Amberley,  is  very 
bright,  and  a  fresh  of  water  would  do  a  deal  of  good 
just  now.  ^  ^ 

A  SILVER  trout  has,  I  hear,  been  taken  recently  in 
the  Thames,  and  is  i  ow  being  set-up  by  Mr.  Eichard- 
son,  of  Kingston.  ^  ^ 

Mr.  A.  A.  Eldbidi;e  talks  about  organising  a  big 
competition  on  the  Arun  either  the  last  week  in  July  or 
the  first  week  in  August.  The  “Anglers’  Train”  has 
Ircady  commence  1  running  to  Bulborough  and 
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Amberley,  and  will  give  those  fishermen  who  patronize 
it  before  the  16th  an  opportunity  of  spotting  some 
likely  swims.  ^  , 


ff>covinc(al  Botes 


V ISITOES  to  Dulverton,  beware  !  Sir  Edward  Grey 
was,  according  to  a  report  I  read  in  Evening  News  and 
Post  on  Wednesday,  fined  9s.  and  costs  at  the  Local 
Petty  Sessions  for  tront  fishing  in  the  River  Barle 
without  a  licence.  Sir  Edward,  it  appears,  was  not 
aware  that  it  was  necessary  to  take  one  out ;  so  anglers 
who  in  future  go  down  to  this  “  River  of  the  West  ” 
had  better  be  .on  qui  vive. 

*  ** 

Some  more  French  fishermen  have  been  captured  for 
getting  into  the  wrong  swim  again.  At  Dover,  on 
Wednesday,  they  were  fined  .£5  each  for  fishing  within 
the  three-mile  limit.  *  » 

#  * 

I  WISH  the  Thames  Conservancy  could  have  equal 
jurisdiction  over  certain  inquisitive  anglers,  who  will 
persist  in  poking  about  in  the  tail  end  of  one’s  swim,  and 
prevent  them  from  coming  within  three  miles  of  it. 

*#* 

The  L.  &  N.W.  Railway  signalised  the  Ist  of  June 
(Thursday)  by  commencing  the  issue  of  cheap  tickets  to 
anglers  between  London  (Euston,  Chalk  Farm,  and 
Broad  Street)  and  Blunham,  Beds. 

*** 

The  G.E.R.’s  new  concessions  will,  as  already  notified 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  come  into  operation  on  Friday, 
June  16.  This  is  truly  a  lucky  season  for  club  anglers. 
A  push  of  land  water  in  the  rivers,  and  then  the 
millennium  !  «  ^ 


A  WATER  bailiff  named  Channell,  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Montagu.  M.P.,  of  Whitechapel,  has  been  fined  ^65 
and  costs  at  Southampton  for  selling  his  master’s  salmon 
privately.  ^ 

A  STRAY  salmon  weighing  151b.  was  caught  in  the 
trawl  of  a  Great  Yarmouth  smack  in  the  North  Sea  on 
Tuesday.  ^  ^ 


The  T.A.P.S.  committee  met  on  Tuesday  night  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  Nuthali,  J.P.,  of  Kingston, 
when  the  society  was  reported  to  lie  in  a  very  flourish¬ 
ing  condition.  Long  may  it  continue  so  ! 

*** 

The  coarse  fish,  especially  the  roach,  are  reported  to 
be  in  a  very  bad  state  in  some  parts  of  the  Thames,  as 
a  result  of  the  sour  water.  White  patches  are  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  tail  part,  and  some  of  the  fish  are  literally 
covered  with  the  disgusting-looking  water  parasite.  A 
friend  of  mine  at  Kingston  the  other  day  saw  a  dead 
barbel  of  about  41b.  on  the  surface,  and  a  chub  of  21b. 
lying  on  the  bank  close  by.  1  have  heard  of  many  other 
fish  being  found  turned  up,  and  I  am  afraid  that  unless 
we  get  a  good  push  of  w'ater,  something  serious  will 
happen.  ^ 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Rodney  Piscatorials  is 
announced  for  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  8  p.m.,  at  their 
new  quarters,  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  Bag- 
shot-street,  Walworth,  and  I  am  very  pleased  to  accept 
an  invitation  to  be  with  them. 

*** 

The  Gresham's  new  water,  so  I  hear,  is  on  the 
Wandle,  at  Mitcham.  ^ 


Just  a  reminder  that  the  annual  dinner  of  the  New 
Albion  Piscatorials,  will  take  place  on  Thursday  next  at 
the  “  Duke  of  Kent,”  Old  Kent- road.  Chair,  Major  Lewis 
H.  Isaacs:  vice,  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  of  T.A.P.S.  re¬ 
nown.  It  is  an  open  secret  that  Mrs.  Wheeldon  has  made 
arrangements  to  satisfy  even  the  most  fastidious  of  gas¬ 
tronomists  ;  and  that  Host  J.  P.  W.,  though  it  is  the  trout 
season,  will  also  see  that  the  swim  is  well  ground-baited. 
There  is  sure  to  be  a  large  gathering  of  wielders  of  the 
rod,  and  amongst  those  who  will  be  pleased  to  welcome 
the  visitors  to  the  festive  board  may  be  mentioned — 

Goosequill. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  May  26,  and  was  well 
attended.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  passed.  The  secretary  read  a  letter 
received  from  the  Highgate  Park  Society,  which  called 
upon  the  committee  to  investigate  a  case  of  one  of  their 
members  which  required  assistance.  The  secretary  and 
Mr.  Brueton  gave  in  reports  of  their  visit  to  Brearley, 
which  were  very  satisfactory.  Reports  were  also  given 
in  by  the  divisional  committees  of  a  very  encouraging 
nature.  Several  clubs  had  been  visited,  and  a  large 
number  of  anglers  had  expressed  their  intention  to  join 
the  society  in  the  preent  month.  Mr.  Gough,  in  pre¬ 
senting  the  society  with  a  collecting  box,  said  that 
he  had  visited  two  societies  during  the  week,  and  was 
pleased  to  say  that  he  had  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  sum  of  6s.,  which  he  had  handed  over.  A  great 
destruction  of  fish  through  pollution  has  taken  place  at 
Bradley,  in  the  Ten  Miles  Pound.  The  water  is 
thoroughly  depleted  of  nearly  all  fish  life,  and  it 
is  hoped  something  will  be  done  in  the  matter.  A 
special  inquiry  will  be  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  Smithfield,  Birmingham,  by  Mr.  J.  Stallard,  the 
clerk  to  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  on  Thursday 
evening,  June  8,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  evidence  to 
lay  before  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  a  view  of  bringing 
the  River  Avon  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Severn 
Board  of  Conservators.  All  persons  wishing  to  give 
evidence  at  thin  inquiry  are  asked  to  communicate  with 
Mr.  C.  White,  42,  'Tenby-street  North,  Birmingham,  or 
Mr.  T.  Coles,  70,  Edgbaston-street,  Birmingham.  A 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and  District 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
June  15,  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield, 
when  business  of  importance  will  be  transacted.  The 
chief  item  on  the  agenda  will  be  the  forthcoming  associa¬ 
tion  annual  contest. — C.  White, 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Anglers  are  beginning  to  interest  themselves  in  the 
forthcoming  tercentenary  of  Izaak  Walton,  whose  tomb 
is  in  the  south  transcept  of  our  ancient  cathedral  at 
Winchester. 

There  have  been  several  small  baskets  of  trout  taken 
from  the  Test  and  Itchen  during  the  last  few  days,  but 
nothing  worthy  of  especial  mention. 

Some  good  reports  are  to  hand  from  Newbury.  In  this 
locality  there  is  some  good  coarse  fishing  to  be  had.  Roach 
run  to  a  good  size,  and  I  believe  local  anglers  will  find 
it  useful  to  fish  for  them  with  boiled  wheat,  and  used  in 
the  early  morning  or  evening.  I  have  had  many  a  fine 
bag  of  roach  from  well-known  roach  streams  in  the 
north,  the  Ouse,  the  Nene,  and  the  Welland, 

The  following  are  last  week’s  Newbury’s  takes  Mr. 
Close,  at  the  Old  Dog,  from  tlie  Kennet  at  Hamstead, 
3Jlb.  trout;  Mr,  Gibson,  one  brace,  31b.,  with  the  min¬ 
now  ;  Mr.  Laming,  at  the  Swan,  2|lb.,  SJlb.,  and  3Ib. 
respectively  ;  and  several  others  from  Jib.  to  IJlb.  The 
Lamborne  I  hear  is  well  weeded,  and  the  other  day  the 
May-fly  were  on  the  water. 

A  fine  trout  has  been  frequently  seen  at  Newbury 
feeding  near  Mr.  Griffin’s  shop. 

Thos.  Whiteman,  Wm.  Marlow,  and  T.  Glover  were, 
on  Thursday  at  Droxford,  fined  6d.  and  7s.  costs  for 
attempting  to  take  flsli  from  private  waters  of  the  Med¬ 
way,  the  fishing  being  property  of  Mr.  C.  Tracey. 

'The  weeds  in  the  small  portion  of  the  Itchen  which  is 
free  to  the  public,  known  as  the  weirs,  have  been  cut 
and  the  fishing  is  much  improved.  A  trout  of  IJlb.  was 
taken  from  here  on  Saturday  morning  last. — J.  E.  W. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers : 

Applications. 

66.50.  Oliver  Horton,  of  Glasgow,  for  improvements  in 
artificial  flies  for  fishiicg. 

695(.  H.  J.  Welch,  of  London,  for  improvements  in 
and  relating  to  trolling  apparatus. 

Patents  Published. 

631.  David  Allan,  of  87,  Maxwell-street,  South 
Shields,  for  improvements  in  and  relating  to 
long  lines  for  deep  sea-fishing. 


Hoinuays  Vmtmmt  and  Pills  need  only  a  single  trial  to  make 
known  their  capabilities.  No  outside  sore  or  inward  inllamma- 
tion  can  long  withstand  the  cooling,  purifying,  and  healing 
inllucnces  exerted  by  these  twin  Wedicainents.  Be  the  miscliief 
recent  or  chronic,  great  or  slight,  painful  or  simply  annoying,  it 
will  succumb  before  the  curative  virtues  of  these  noble  remedies 
wliich  can  be  rightly  applied  by  any  person  who  will  attentively 
read  iheir  accomiianying  directions,  which  are  jiropounded  in  the 
plainest  language,  void  of  technical  terms,  and  printed  in  the 
most  legible  characters.  To  the  man  of  business,  confined  to  his 
counting-house,  and  harassed  by  engagements,  these  Pills  are  In- 
vahtable  ;  for  the  man  of  pleasure,  addicted  to  free  living  thev 
are  juairless.  ' 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Rivers  are  again  very  low,  and  not  much  rain  has 
fallen  since  my  last.  Forty-eight  hours’  consecutive 
downpour  would  be  welcomed  alike  by  anglers  and  agri¬ 
culturists.  Speaking  last  week  of  angling  in  the  Kent, 
Mint,  and  Sprint,  I  inadvertently  omitted  mention  of 
several  takes  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays.  In  the 
first-named  river  Mr.  C.  Macdonald  had  about  a  score 
trout,  and  Mr.  Stockdale  a  pannier  of  fifteen  ;  while  Mr. 
Lamonby  took  over  twenty  trout.  Others  had  up  to  a 
dozen  each.  Considerable  numbers  of  char  are  now 
being  taken  on  Lake  Windermere  by  the  association’s 
netters.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Eden,  local  anglers 
have  had  good  sport.  One  evening,  Mr.  J.  Richardson, 
solicitor,  was  successful  in  landing  three  handsome 
trout,  near  the  foot  of  Brandley  Beck,  which  averaged  a 
pound  each.  Pike  fishing  is  being  followed  by  a  few 
enthusiasts.  The  weather  is  brighter,  with  north-east 
wind. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Now  that  Whitsuntide  is  over,  and  we  have  leisure  to 
talk  over  our  doings  during  the  recent  holidays,  a  far 
better  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  actual  sport  ob¬ 
tained.  The  general  opinion  is  that  the  Whit  week  of 
1893  w  11  compare  very  favourably  with  an  y  previous  and 
corresponding  period,  even  that  of  last  year,  although 
some  weeks  later  on  will  fall  considerably  short  by  com¬ 


parison.  Coarse  fish  are  reported  by  nearly  every  angler 
who  has  been  abroad  as  being  in  fine  condition  and 
entirely  free  from  any  indication  of  the  close  season  and 
its  duties.  It  is  not  every  day  that  the  capture  of  a 
gudgeon  2Joz.  is  reported,  yet  this  pleasant  item  fell  to 
the  lot  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Holroyd  last  week.  For  the  benefit 
of  Poynton  Pool  visitors  this  popular  water  was  thrown 
open  last  week,  a  time  somewhat  early,  yet  the  fish  were 
ready,  and  one  member  of  the  Levenshulme  Angling 
Society  caught  two  fine  tench,  weighing  close  on  51b. 
conjointly,  which  are  being  preserved  by  Mrs.  Wild. 
Another  member  of  this  society  was  accidentally  baptised 
d  uri ng  the  day.  Messrs.  Bell ,  Ramshaw,  and  Knowles  had 
a  good  day  on  the  26th  in  private  waters  in  Cheshire,  and 
caught  respectively  nineteen,  eighteen,  and  thirteen 
good  fish,  averaging  6oz.  to  8oz,  The  meeting  of 
delegates  from  the  various  clubs  in  the  amalgamation 
took  place  recently  at  Hyde,  and  stands  adjourned  to 
June  14,  In  the  meantime  they  deem  it  unwise  to 
publish  any  abstract  of  the  business  in  hand  as  it  may 
possibly  retard  the  important  items  receiving  attention. 
Visitors  to  the  Crompton  reservoirs  at  Moses  Gate 
during  the  past  week  speak  of  the  fish  as  feeding  freely, 
and  many  good  catches  were  made.  One  of  the 
interesting  surroundings  of  this  fishery  is  the  presence 
of  several  small  boys  who  generally  have  on  hand  a 
supply  of  fish  at  a  fair  market  price  ;  good  bargains  of  a 
mutually  satisfactory  character  were  made  in  several 
cases  on  the  26th. 

The  new  swing  aqueduct  at  Barton  has  been  success- , 
fully  connected  with  the  main  canal  without  any  serious 
loss  of  fish,  and  the  promoters  of  this  fishery  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  this  point  as  many  anticipated  a 
serious  loss,  both  of  fish  and  money,  and  consequently 
support ;  this  is,  however,  happily  averted. 

The  Oldham  anglers  have  been  in  great  force  at 
various  Welsh  resorts,  and  that  veteran  of  fly-fishers, 
Mr.  Isaiah  Staffer,  has  been  enjoying  himself  in 
Ireland.  Messrs.  Allsop  and  Timpe,  the  David  and 
Jonathan  of  Manchester  fishermen,  have  been  once 
more  favoured  with  really  good  sport  in  Derbyshire. 
Mr.  C.  Walmsley  and  friend,  in  two  days,  26th  and 
27th,  secured  seventeen  and  a  half  hrace  of  fine  trout 
weighing  251b.  Several  of  the  best  anglers  from  Man¬ 
chester  are  at  present  in  Scotland,  and  report  dis¬ 
appointing  but  still  enjoyable  sport. 

'The  remaining  dajs  of  the  close  season  are  ebbing 
away  slowly  but  surely,  and  general  satisfaction  is  felt 
as  June  16  approaches.  The  circulars  and  entry  forms 
for  the  championship  competition  in  connection  with 
the  Worsley  Canal  fishery  are  now  ready,  and  can  bo 
had  from  the  secretary. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Pishing  Gazette. 

Bream  and  roach  have  now,  in  most  of  our  streams, 
finished  spawning,  and  shouid  be  getting  into  condition 
much  earlier  than  usual  this  year. 

Nothing  is  now  doing  in  the  district,  except  that  a  lot 
of  perch  have  been  taken  on  Oulton  Broad,  near  Lowes¬ 
toft,  and  two  or  three  catches  of  three  to  four  stone  of 
bream  were  taken  on  Friday  last  at  Reedham,  on  the 
Yare.  It  is  rather  unusual  for  these  fish  to  be  so  low 
down  stream  just  now. 

A  gentleman  fishing  the  Wensum  on  Saturday  last 
had  a  nice  basket  of  trout,  with  May-fly,  which  has 
been  up  on  this,  almost  the  only  May-fly  water  in  the 
county,  nearly  a  fortnight.  He  took  seventeen  fish, 
but  returned  ten,  the  seven  kept  being  nice  trout  of 
IjTb.  to  IJlb.  each. 

All  the  rivers  are  in  capital  condition,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  will  keep  of  fair  colour  till  bottom 
fishing  commences  again  in  earnest. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Trent  has  again  run  down  to  the  normal  height  of 
summer,  and  is  too  fine  for  successful  salmon  fishing. 
A  few  gentlemen  have  again  tried  the  favourite  runs  at 
King’s  Mills,  but  without  either  stirring  or  running  a 
fish.  One  very  large  fish  has  taken  possession  of  the 
barbel  hole  at  the  bottom  of  the  Long  Swim  in  the 
Shardlow  length,  and  members  of  the  Wellington 
Society  might  do  worse  than  give  the  water  in  that 
particular  spot  a  trial  with  the  Devon  or  Serpentanic 
imitations.  Coarse  fish  are  rapidly  leaving  the  scours 
on  all  parts  of  the  river,  and  the  advent  of  the  legiti¬ 
mate  season  on  the  16th  inst.  is  anxiously  regarded. 
Indications  are  not  wanting  that  the  early  days  of  the 
campaign  will  be  attended  with  greater  success  than  for 
many  seasons  past. 

Mr.  J.  Lowater,  Nottingham,  has  been  out  in  the 
Holme  Pierrepont  section,  and  on  Friday  he  hooked, 
whilst  salmon  fishing,  a  big  barbel,  which  showed  a  bit 
of  lively  sport  until  it  turned  off.  Salmon  appear  to  have 
deserted  the  Trent  immediately  below  Nottingham,  and 
I  much  doubt  whether  any  farther  fish  will  fall  to  the 
rod  this  side  September  or  October. 

On  Tuesday  sundry  trout  were  caught  and  lost  in  the 
river  at  its  junction  with  the  Greet  at  Fiskerton.  Occa¬ 
sionally  very  large  trout  are  caught  here,  and  in  the 
summer  the  fish  work  downwards  into  the  deeps  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  fishery  rented  by  Mr.  David  Slater,  of 
Newark. 

On  Monday  I  wt  B  enabled  through  the  kindnes  of  Mr. 
T.  J.  Hodgson,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Mat- 
lock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association,  to  have 
a  few  hours  on  the  Derwent  at  and  above  Matlock 
Bath.  Mr.  Hodgson’s  liberality  was  extended  to 
a  friend  (Mr  J.  Taylor),  but  both'  of  us 
wore  unprepared  for  the  advent  of  the  May-fly,  and  as  a 
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result  of  the  succulent  delicacies  coming  down  the 
stream  so  plentifully,  we  retired  with  empty  creels. 
Rain  set  in  towards  afternoon,  and  the  showers  did  more 
good  than  we  could  have  hoped  to  do.  Strolling  round 
the  town,  We  were  favoured  with  a  view  of  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  trout  caught  by  Mr.  King  from  the  balcony  of  his 
house,  which  commands  a  delightful  aspect  of  the  river. 
Mr.  King  pointed  out  the  scene  of  his  captures,  and 
explained  that  only  a  short  time  ago  he  succeeded  in 
landing  another  very  large  fish,  which  is  still  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  taxidermists,  of 
London.  We  also  were  taken  by  a  friend  fMr.  Reeds)  to 
the  Central  Post-Office,  in  order  to  be  introduced  to  Mr. 
Clarke,  the  enterprising  hon.  sec.  of  the  society,  but  that 
gentleman  had  been  called  away  on  special  business. 
Mr.  Clarke  is  in  possession  of  a  Derwent  trout  weighing 
above  71b.  _ 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  disappointment  occasioned  during  the  spring  has 
been  amply  compensated  for  by  the  charming  weather 
we.  have  of  late  experienced — warm,  showery  days,  with 
fitful  bursts  of  summer  sunshine,  being  just  the  con¬ 
ditions  conducive  to  successful  sport.  Prom  every  part 
of  the  Severn  comes  news  of  abundant  sport  with  the 
coarse  fish,  and  here  and  there  a  successful  day’s  trout 
fishing.  The  chub  and  dace  are  rising  freely  to  the 
Marlow  Buzz,  Coch-y-bondhu,  or  Red  Tag,  and  on  a 
good  day  a  satisfactory  basket  may  be  obtained.  An 
angler  fishing  at  Coton  Hill,  Shrewsbury,  on  Saturday, 
landed  a  Jib.  trout  and  a  jlb.  chub  on  one  cast — the 
former  taking  the  Blue  Dun  and  the  latter  the  Marlow 
Buzz. 

The  Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Association  has  fairly 
and  liberally  met  a  deputation  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn 
Angling  Association,  and  satisfactorily  explained  its 
objects,  which  are  purely  and  simply  to  protect  and 
improve  the  impoverished  salmon,  trout,  and  grayling 
fisheries  of  the  Severn.  All  members  of  the  Shrewsbury 
Angling  Society  will  receive  free  permission  to  fish  the 
water  now  taken  under  control  by  the  Shropshire 
Association,  and  similar  arrangements  are  likely  to  be 
made  betwen  the  association  and  other  angling  societies 
in  the  county.  _ 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  recent  rains,  although  very  acceptable,  have  been 
lamentably  deficient.  While  it  lasted,  however,  there 
was  some  fine  sport  locally.  From  famous  Dam  Flask, 
Mr.  J.  Fairburn  had  three  and  a  half  brace  of  fine  fish 
last  Saturday.  Several  anglers  were  out  the  same  day 
at  Agden  and  the  stream  between  there  and  the  Flask. 
At  Agden  several  good  trout  were  secured  with  the 
maggot,  and  in  the  stream  a  few  brace  fell  to  the  fly. 
The  fish  rose  well  to  the  Black  Gnat  and  May-fly. 
Agden  dam  was  lower  than  it  has  been  for  a  year  or  two. 
It  is  well  stocked  with  good  sized  fish.  Although  the  fly 
takes  well  the  dam  is  difficult  to  fish. 

Prospects  for  the  coming  season  are  encouraging.  In 
various  parts  of  Lincolnshire  and  Nottinghamshire 
spawning  operations  are  well  forward. 

Local  clubs  are  preparing  their  programmes  for  the 
season,  and  already  over  twenty  club  matches  have  been 
arranged  for  June,  July,  August,  and  September. 

The  new  Dore  and  Chinley  line  of  the  Midland  Rail¬ 
way  Company  will  be  of  immense  service  to  those 
Sheffield  anglers  who  frequent  Derbyshire  streams. 
Under  present  arrangements  one  has  either  to  hire  a 
■special  conveyance  and  go  by  road,  to  take  the  daily 
coach,  or  go  by  train  to  Rowsley  or  Bake  well,  forty 
miles  distant.  All  this  will  be  altered  by  the  new 
lino. 

At  Grindleford  there  is  good  fishing  in  the  Derwent 
and  Baslow  and  other  places  are  not  far  distant. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  water  in  both  the  Severn  and  Teme  has  been  in 
good  condition,  and  a  great  number  of  fish  were  taken. 
On  the  rivets.  Red  Tag,  Red  Spinner,  Grannom,  Alder, 
Yellow  Dun,  Light  Blue,  Black  Gnat,  and  Governor 
have  all  done  good  service.  On  the  Teme  two  gentle¬ 
men  took  fifty-two  brace  of  trout,  two  others  eight 
brace,  several  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  brace,  besides 
several  pounds  of  dace  ;  and  creels  full  of  chub  have 
been  taken  with  Black  and  Red  Palmer. 

The  Izaak  Walton  Club  had  their  first  outing  of  the 
season  on  a  favourite  stream,  and  a  pleasant  day  spent. 
The  fish  taken  were  but  few  in  number  (all  trout),  but 
size  and  condition  were  excellent. 


FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KERRY.— The  improvement  in  the  angling  referred 
to  in  last  week’s  notes,  only  lasted  for  a  few  days. 
Again  the  weather  has  got  very  sultry,  and  angling  out 
of  the  question.  On  Waterville  Lake  nothing  has  been 
done  among  salmon.  The  white  trout  angling  has 
declined,  though  fair  sport  has  been  had  on  a  few  even¬ 
ings.  They  are  now  very  numerous  along  the  southern 
shores,  varying  from  21b.  to  51b.  On  Waterville  river, 
the  brown  angling  has  not  been  so  good  as  usual  on  the 
free  portion,  but  on  the  preserved  part  a  few  anglers 
have  met  with  fair  success  at  both  white  and  brown 
trout.  Over  450  white  trout  were  taken  in  the  weir  and 
net  on  Thursday  and  Friday  last.  Salmon  are  numerous 
in  the  tidal  waters,  but  cannot  come  up  at  present, 
owing  to  the  low  ,state  of  the  water. 

At  Killarney  sport  has  fallen  away,  though  a  few  good 
bpsketsof  nice  browp  trout  were  had  fit  odd  times, 


Matters  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse  on  the  majority 
of  the  South  Kerry  rivers,  and  sport  is  not  likely  to  im¬ 
prove  in  this  direction  until  some  heavy  rain  is  had.  In 
the  Mountain  Lakes  in  this  district,  however,  fair  sport 
has  been  had. 

Sport  on  the  North  Kerry  waters  has  been  almost  nil 
among  salmon,  but  brown  trout  have  afforded  fair  sport 
on  the  larger  rivers. 

On  Coppal  Lake  sport  at  brown  trout  has  been  well 
maintained,  notwithstanding  the  bright  weather.  The 
worm  accounted  for  nearly  all  the  fish  among  the  bank 
anglers,  but  boat  fishers  also  did  fairly  well  when  using 
flies  in  the  evenings. 

On  Lough  Cummeravanig  the  brown  trout  angling  has 
been  well  up  to  the  average,  aud  several  baskets  varying 
from  two  to  four  dozen  were  had  by  local  anglers  last 
week. 

Drenane  Lake  yielded  fair  baskets  of  brown  trout  on 
Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday.  The  fish  ran  from 
Jib.  up  to  21b.,  the  average  weight  being  about  lib. 

The  Reenroe  fished  well  for  a  couple  of  days  after  the 
recent  rain,  but  it  is  again  running  very  low,  and,  if  the 
present  sultry  weather  continues  throughout  June,  lam 
of  opinion  that  this  water  will  be  virtually  dried  up. 

The  Cummeragh  is  also  at  an  abnormal  low  level,  and 
fishing  there  is  out  of  the  question  at  present. 

Filealough  Lake  has  been  heavily  fished  by  brown 
trout  anglers  during  the  past  week,  and  the  baskets 
obtained  satisfactory.  The  trout,  however,  were  of  a 
small  size. 

The  sea  angling  along  the  Kerry  shores  has  been 
greatly  retarded  by  the  bright  weather  and  by  nearly 
the  total  absence  of  wind  on  most  days.  Pollacking  has 
declined  in  the  Waterville  district,  and  the  only  sport 
had  was  obtained  towards  nightfall.  The  mackerel 
fishery  continues  fairly  successful,  and  all  persons  em¬ 
ployed  at  this  industry  appear  pretty  well  satisfied. 

The  herring  fishery  has  not  been  quite  up  to  the  mark, 
and,  as  far  as  Kerry  is  concerned,  it  appears  to  have 
been  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Skelligs 
rocks,  where  the  Valentia  and  Portmagee  yawls  have 
been  very  successful. 

The  lobster  fishery  has  improved,  but  the  fishers  say 
that  the  fish  taken  were  not  as  large  as  those  usually 
got  on  the  Kerry  coast. 

Trawling  has  been  confined  to  a  few  boats  during  the 
week,  and  the  records  in  this  lino  show  that  several 
pecies  of  flat  fish  are  plentiful  on  the  principal  trawling 
grounds. 

At  Portmagee,  spillers  and  nets  have  taken  large 
numbers  of  ling,  but  the  haddock  and  hake  fisheries 
have  fallen  off  a  good  deal. 


ISrOTIOE. 


We  beg  to  announce  that  “  Angling  and  Club 
Gossip  ”  is  now  incorporated  with  the  “  Fishing 
Gazette,”  and  it  is  intended  to  devote  more  space  in 
our  columns  to  matters  likely  to  be  of  interest  to 
club  and  coarse  fish  anglers.  With  this  object 
in  view,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  (late  Editor  of 
“Angling”)  has  been  placed  upon  the  staff  of  the 
“  Fishing  Gazette.” 


ANGLING  FIXIURES. 


June  4. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner  and  outing. 
Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  ; 

Monthly  delegate  meeting  at  Bedford  Hoad  Hotel. 
Havelock  :  Annual  dinner. 

Second  Surrey  ;  Outing  to  Amberley. 

St.  Thomas’s  :  Annual  dinner  at  Amberley. 

June  5. 

Amicable  Excelsior  ;  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 
Anglers’  Association  :  Monthly  General  Committee. 
Burdett :  Benefit  concert  at  the  Old  Crown,  Brick- 
lane. 

Epsom  :  Discussion — “Punt  v.  Bank  Fishing.” 

Globe  :  Quarterly  night. 

North  London  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 
Wellington  :  Delegate  Meeting  of  S.L.U.V.  List. 

June  6. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  ;  Visit. 

Copenhagen  :  Annual  supper. 

Havelock  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

Pixie  Brothers  ;  Quarterly  night. 

Rodney :  Annual  dinner. 

St.  John’s  :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 
Waggoners  ;  Special  meeting. 

Wellington  ;  Visit  on  S.L.U.V.  List. 

June  7. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Reading  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon— 
“  Trout  Fishing  in  the  Thames.” 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Anr.ual  supper  and  distribu¬ 
tion. 

Bostonian  :  Special  Meeting. 

Burdett :  General  meeting. 

Burton  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

Crown  and  Buckland :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Annual  dinner. 

Prince  Arthur  :  Special  meeting. 

Royal  George :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

Stoke  Newington  :  Annual  dinner. 

Wellington  :  Quarterly  night. 

June  8. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

June  9. 

Anglers’  Uenevojent ;  Committee  meeting. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

June  11. — Camden  ;  Brake  outing  to  Virginia  Water. 

,,  11. — Crown  and  Buckland:  Annual  dinner  at 

Chertsey. 

,,  11.  Junior  Fly-fishers  :  Outing  to  Hertford. 

,,  12. — Cliftonville  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  12. — Islington  Brothers  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

,,  12. — Mr.  Cass’s  benefit. 

,.  18. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Anglers’  Associat'uu 

Visit. 

,,  13. — Good  Intent :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

,,  13. — Pixie  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  13. — Silver  Trout ;  Annual  dinner. 

,,  I  t. — City  Piscatorials  :  Annual  supper  and  distri¬ 
bution. 

,,  It. — Walham  Green  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribu¬ 
tion. 

,,  15. — Eagle  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  !•’>. — Great  Eastern  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  17. —Royal  George  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

.,  18. — Izaak  Walton  :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 

,,  18. — Phoenix  :  Brake  outing  to  Harefield. 

,,  21. — Brompton  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  21. — Forest  Gate  Piscatorials :  Visit  on  No.  1 

Eastern  List. 

,,  25. — Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List :  Prize 

outing  on  the  Arun. 

,,  27. — Grange  :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 

July  11. — Good  Intent :  Distribution  of  prizes. 


Eejjoxts  from  Clu&s 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  ws  not  later  than  Th'urs- 
day  SXorningf.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning .  Address  “  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marhed  “Club  Report  ”  outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken 
well-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  general  committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  even¬ 
ing  next,  June  5,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwell-road,  E.C. — Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  .£2  Os.  from  the 
Izaak  Walton  ;  .£133.  from  the  Prince  of  Wales  Angling 
Societies  from  their  donation  boxes,  and  ^1  lOs.  Oa. 
from  the  late  Rye  House  competition.  The  next  meeting 
of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening, 
June  9,  at  8,30. — R.  Ghurney.  sec. 

Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock  Fishers’  Association. 
— The  members  of  this  association  held  a  competition  on 
Saturday.  The  sea  was  very  smooth  and  clear,  and 
several  good  baskets  were  reported  from  the  home  rooks. 
The  result  of  the  competition  was  as  follows:— W. 
Campbell,  211b.  ;  J.  Inch,  131b.  4oz. ;  W.  Beaton,  191b. ; 
James  Grant,  141b.  ;  D.  Young,  13lh.  15oz  ;  J.  Dawson, 
141b.  12oz.;  W.  Geddes,  91b.  4oz. ;  G.  Anderson,  141b.  9oz.; 
A.  Douglas,  321b.  ;  E.  Riddell,  91b. ;  P.  Nicoll,  31b,  13oz.: 
A.  Mackie,  111b.  5oz.  There  was  a  large  turn-out  of 
anglers.  The  railway  company  have  again  granted  the 
usual  facilities  for  travelling  between  Aberdeen,  Stone¬ 
haven,  and  intermediate  stations. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S.W. — At  our  last  meeting  we 
made  another  member,  Mr.  Selth.  We  opened  our 
prize  list  for  the  coming  season,  and  several  members 
gave  prizes.  Next  week,  being  quarterly  night,  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster,  and  members  in  arrear  must  clear 
the  books  according  to  rule. — W.  S.  Bryant. 

Allason  Piscatorial  Society.— The  annual  meeting 
of  the  above  society  was  held  at  the  Golborne  Liberal 
Club,  363,  Portobello-road,  W.,  on  1st  inst.,  at  which 
a  large  gathering  of  members  took  place.  Mr.  W.  E. 
Dyne,  of  Old  Red  Cow,  Mile  End-road  (founder  of  the 
club),  presided  as  usual,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent  by  the  society.  A  sumptuous  repast  was 
spread  for  the  gastronomic  delectation  of  those 
assembled,  and  all  arrangements  for  the  convenience 
and  gratification  of  members  had  been  duly  provided. 
Justice  having  been  meted  out  to  the  inner  man,  the 
musical  portion  of  the  programme  was  proceeded  with,  in 
the  intervals  of  which  the  various  prizes  secured  by  the 
successful  competitors  were  distributed  by  the  chairman. 
The  value  of  these  represented  about  dfil5.  Mr.  Dyne 
received  a  very  cordial  reception  in  congratulating  the 
club  on  its  continued  prosperity,  and  he  called  upon  the 
members  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  maintatn  their 
present  position,  and  advance  to  further  distinction. 
Mr.  Hammans  and  Mr.  Newall  having  addressed  a  few 
words  to  the  assembly,  aneut  the  interests  of  the  club, 
the  evening  was  brought  to  a  successful  close.  The 
musical  part  of  the  entertainment  was  very  select  and 
very  well  rendered,  and  the  party  did  not  break  up  until 
somewhat  late. 

Allison  United  Bi  others  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notung  Hill  Gate,  W. 
— Several  members  met  on  May  31,  and  our  first  match 
was  adjourned  till  next  Wednesday,  when  every 
member  must  attend  and  give  his  vote,  no  member  to  be 
absent.  We  meet  at  9  p.m.  sharp.  Mr.  Hill,  formerly 
of  the  Sundial  Angling  Society,  was  unanimously 
elected  working  member,  and  Mr.  Boreham,  jun.,  was 
proposed,  and  Mr.  Fuller  will  also  be  elected  next 
VVednesday.  We  ha,ve  room  for  a  few  more.— B, 
4brahamr,  sec. 
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Amicable  Excelsior  Angling'  Society,  Prince 
Ar  bur,  Arthnr-street,  Uattersea. — Our  fourth  annual 
supjier  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the 
above  on  Monday  next,  June  5.  After  supper  there  will 
be  an  open  smoking  concert, when  anglers  and  friends  will 
receive  a  hearty  welcome.  Supper  to  be  on  the  table  at 
8.30  prompt  ;  tickets  2s.  (!d.  each. — James  Rich. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road. — On  Wednesday  nrxt, 
June  7,  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  will  give  us  a  reading, 
entitled,  “Trout  Fishing  on  the  Thames.”  We  shall 
bo  glad  to  see  as  many  brother  anglers  as  can  make  it 
convenient  to  be  present  on  that  occasion. — D.  Davis, 
sec 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack  Tavern,  Berraondsey-street. — A  visit  of  the  clubs 
on  the  Anglers’  Association  List  (Southern  Division) 
will  be  paid  to  this  society  on  Tuesday,  the  13th  inst., 
when  the  company  of  brother  anglers  and  friends  from 
any  society  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. — A.  Conn,  hon 
sec. 

Blachfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-streot. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  made 
another  good  working  member,  this  being  the  fourth 
this  season.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  cannot  do 
better  than  do  so  at  once.  Will  members  kindly  come 
up  in  full  force  next  meeting  night,  as  I  have  some 
important  business  to  transact  as  regards  a  Silver  Cup 
competition  amongst  our  own  club.  Members  also  to 
arrange  about  new  officers  for  the  ensuing  season.  We 
had  another  good  prize  added  to  our  prize  list  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  ;  the  donor  was  Mr.  Metcalfe,  of  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers. — J.  Poster,  hon.  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Bro'thers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Ci'own,  Broad-street,  W.C. — On  the  Slst  ult.  we 
had  a  good  muster,  when  Messrs.  J.  Pailes  and  J. 
Winsor  were  elected  working  members,  and  Messrs. 
Masters,  H.  Bray,  and  W.  Bray,  honorary  mtmbers. 
Mr.  Pain  was  proposed  as  a  working  member,  and  will 
be  elected  in  due  course.  Members  please  remember 
the  7th,  which  is  our  “  good  pld  annual,”  when  all  will 
get  a  prize. — D.  Warren,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. — A  specie  1  meeting 
is  called  for  Wednesday  next  to  transact  general  busi¬ 
ness,  and  to  consider  the  close  season  for  jack.  Mr. 
Balok  has  taken  some  nice  trout  during  the  past  week 
(heaviest,  31b.  IJoz.). — J.  H. 

Brentford  Piscatorial  Society.  —  The  annual 
dinner  took  place  on  Monday  evening  last  at  the  Castle 
Hotel,  Brentford,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Charles 
.1.  Cross,  with  Mr.  W.  Croxford  in  the  vice-chair.  The 
dinner,  which  was  placed  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Cordingley, 
was  of  a  very  choice  character,  and  elicited  the  highest 
commendations  from  the  chairman  and  all  present. 
After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  the  chairman  proposed 
“  Success  to  the  Brentford  and  District  Piscatorial 
Society,”  which  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Tyler,  who  stated 
it  was  in  a  very  satisfactory  position,  with  a  good 
strength  of  members,  and  a  good  balance  of  cash  in 
hand.  'Ihe  next  toast  was  “The  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,”  the  chairman  stating  that  he 
could  bear  testimony  to  the  good  it  had  done  to  the 
river,  and  was  glad  to  find  among  them  his  old  friend, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  who  for  so  many  years  had  been 
its  active  and  hard  working  secretary.  The  toast, 
which  was  drunk  with  great  heartiness,  was  responded 
to  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham.  The  usual  toasts  followed, 
interspersed  with  a  recitation  and  some  excellent 
singing,  the  humorous  songs  of  Mr.  Taylor  being 
thoroughly  appreciated. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Doyley  Arms, 
Marllorough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  the  28th  ult.,  Mr. 
.7.  Hall  showed  a  very  nice  trout,  weighing  over  31b., 
and  Mr.  B.  Briggs  a  carp  of  31b.  The  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  has  been  arranged  to  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  June  21,  and  I  am  very  pleased  to 
state  that  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  has  kindly  accepted  the 
chairmanship  for  that  occasion. — H.  Roach,  sec. 

Bnrdett  Angling  Society,  118,  Hachney-road.— 
A  smoking  concert  will  take  place  on  Monday,  June  5, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling 
Society,  at  their  club  room,  (ho  Old  Crown,  Brick-lane, 
for  the  benefit  of  J.  Pether,  a  member  of  the  Burdett 
and  the  Benevolent  Society,  to  help  him  to  get  his  wife 
(who  has  been  very  ill)  into  the  country.  Chairman, 
Mr.  W.  Midson  ;  vice-chair,  Mr.  H.  AVells  ;  supported 
by  many  well-tnown  friends.  Ladies  invited ;  commence 
at  8  o’clock.  Notice  to  anglers  in  general. — A  special 
general  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  June  7.  New  rules  to  be  read  for  the  ensuing  year, 
balance-sheet,  and  important  business.  1  hope  that 
members  will  show  up  in  full  force. — J.  Pether,  sec. 

Central  Association.  -The  usual  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  next,  the  .5th 
inst.,  at  nine  p.m.  sharp. 

Citizen,  7d,  Houndsditch,  K.C. — 'The  first  annual 
general  meeting  took  place  as  above,  Mr.  James  Tayler, 
president,  in  the  chair.  The  yearly  statement  of 
amounts  as  audited  by  Messrs.  West  and  Wright  was 
adopted,  and  showed  the  society  to  bo  in  a  good  sound 
financial  position,  as,  after  the  rent  for  our  waters  have 
lorn  paid  tor  twelvemonths  in  advance,  the  society  still 
has  a  balance  in  hand.  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Girling 
were  unanimously  elected  as  members.  The  election 
of  officers  was  proceeded  with,  Mr.  James  Taylor, 
president:  Messrs.  J.  P.  Connellan,  G.  H.  Howard, 
C.  H.  Ccok,  and  Dr.  Brunten,  vice-presidents  ;  Mr.  A.  J. 
Tibbatts,  hon.  treasuer  and  hon.  librarian  ;  committee, 
Messrs.  Goodwin.  Hall,  Roach.  West  and  May  ; 
hon.  secretary,  J.  B.  Close.  Mr.  Close  was  also  unani¬ 
mously  elected  to  represent  the  society  in  the  National 
Angling  Clubs  Association  on  Loch  Leven.  The  notice 


of  motion  given  by  Mr.  Goodwin  was  then  discussed, 
and  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  :  “  That  the 
annual  subscription  be  inereased  as  follows  :  1.  To  full 
or  working  members  of  any  angling  society,  5s.  2.  To 

honorary  members  of  (and  paying  Ss.  and  upwards  to) 
any  angling  society,  lOs.  Cd.  3.  To  those  who  are  not 
members  of  (or  having  been  members  have  withdrawn  or 
resigned  their  membershp  from)  any  angling  society,  15s. 
And  in  addition  to  the  above,  any  gentleman  nominated 
after  the  annual  general  meeting  to  pay  an  entrance  fee  of 
5s.  Several  members  then  gave  their  holiday  experiences. 
Mr.  Clegg  had  been  fishing  in  Berkshire,  and  had  taken 
a  good  number  of  trout,  the  two  best  going  about  lilb. 
each,  and  also  a  chub,  duly  returned,  of  over  41b.  Mr. 
Hall  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  a  very  nice  trout  of 
3)lb.,  and  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Anstiss,  of 
Chelsea  (one  of  our  members),  for  preservation.  Mr.  God¬ 
win  had  several  very  large  dace  and  chub,  all  returned, 
and  one  trout,  about  11b.  Mr.  Close  had  also  a  large 
number  of  dace  and  chub,  all  returned,  and  a  tront,  about 
21b.  Nearly  all  the  above  fish  were  caught  on  May-flies, 
dressed  by  Mr.  Godwin,  one  of  our  members.  Tfio  last 
outing  of  the  Juniors  was  rather  a  disappointment, 
both  as  far  as  numbers  and  fish  were  concerned  ;  but 
those  who  did  go  enjoyed  themselves,  as  usual.  Our 
financial  year  commences  on  this  date,  and  members 
will  oblige  by  paying  their  subscriptions  as  early  as 
possible.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to 
Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Connellan  for  presiding,  and  the 
meeting  closed  at  a  very  late  hour.  The  next  outing 
takes  place  at  Hertford  on  June  11.  Members  please 
note. — Hon.  Sec. 

City  of  London  and  Bdsing  Sun  Angling 
Society. — Our  presentation  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday  next,  June  G.  All  members  who  have 
promised  prizes  please  to  send  them  in  by  that  date. 
Prize  winners  will  have  to  be  clear  on  the  books  before 
they  can  take  a  prize.  The  Cass  benefit  will  be  Monday, 
June  12,  at  the  Empress  of  Russia,  St.  John-street- 
road  (opposite  Carter  and  Peek’s  tackle  shop). 

City  Fiscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
Isni.  Newgate-street,  E.C. — Monday,  May  29,  Mr.  J. 
Deplidge  presided.  The  date  of  the  annual  supper  and  for 
the  distribution  of  prizes  (postponed  in  consequence  of  the 
recent  accident  to  myself),  was  refixed  for  Wednesday, 
Junell.  TioketsSs.  Stewards,  Messrs.  C.  E.  Williamsand 
J.  Deplidge.  Mr.  James  Husk,  assisted  by  Mr.  Varley 
Brown,  is  arranging  a  monster  musical  programme  to 
mark  this  auspicious  occasion.  Messrs.  J.  Deplidge  and 
H.  *  J.  White  were  appointed  auditors  for  the  past 
season.  Other  business  matters  of  minor  importance 
were  disposed  of,  and  succeeded  by  a  general  piscatorial 
debate,  supported  by  Mr.  W.  Burket  (Earlsfield),  Messrs. 
Tom  Keeble,  A.  Sowerbntts,  A.  J.  Beilis,  C.  E.  Williams, 
J.  Husk,  V.  Brown,  H.  J.  White,  the  secretary,  and  the 
chairman.  Personally,  I  beg  to  thank  my  numerous 
correspondents  for  their  kindly  expressions  and 
inquiries  with  regard  to  my  accident,  and  to  say  that, 
although  still  suffering  considerable  pain  and  incon 
venience  from  the  injured  shoulder,  there  is  ever 
reason  to  anticipate  that  I  shall  soon  be  all  right  again. 
— John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Clerken-well  and  District  Visiting  List.— The 

clubs  enrolled  on  the  above  will  compete  for  a  series  of 
money  prizes  in  the  Arnn  on  June  25.  The  boundary 
will  be  from  the  park  gates  to  Timberley  Bridge.  We 
have  a  considerable  sum  in  hand  towards  the  prize 
fund,  and  prizes  will  be  paid  over  to  the  winners 
immediately  after  weighing  in.  The  secretaries  of  each 
club  on  list  have  a  supply  of  tickets. — E.  Castell, 
hon.  sec. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen  Arms, 
York-road,  N. — Wo  are  unfortunately  obliged  to  post¬ 
pone  our  annual  dinner  from  the  Cth  until  the  13th  of 
June,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  We  have 
enrolled  another  member,  making  our  total  sixty-four 
members. — B.  Pitts,  sec. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — A 
smoking  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  at  the  above  on  Wednesday,  June  7,  on  which 
occasion  ladies  are  specially  invited.  I  have  also  to 
state  that  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Sunday, 
June  11,  at  the  King’s  Head,  Chertsey.  The  brake  will 
start  from  the  above  at  9  sharp.  Any  member  wishing 
to  take  a  friend  will  greatly  oblige  by  letting  me  know 
by  Wednesday  next  (June  7)  at  latest. — G.  Rogers,  sec. 

Dalstou  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday,  .30th  ult. ,  we  had  a 
very  fair  attendance.  Some  very  important  business 
was  got  through,  and  two  new  members  elected.  I  have 
fifteen  prizes  promised  for  the  ensuing  season,  and 
should  like  to  see  some  of  the  old  friends  who  have  been 
absent  so  long. — S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Halfway  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Members  are  specially  requested  to 
attend  on  Wednesday  evening  next  to  discuss  important 
alterations  of  rules. — Hon.  Sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — At  our  meeting  to  be 
held  on  Monday  next,  5th  inst. ,  a  discussion  will  ensue, 
“Punt  Fishing  v.  Bank  Angling.” — E.  W.  Hailes,  sec. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials. — 'The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  when  the  secretary 
announced  that  the  president,  Mr.  George  Candy,  (j.C., 
had  very  kindly  presented  the  club  with  Xb  for  prizes 
during  the  season.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  to  Mr.  Candy,  Mr.  Spashott,  and  Mr.  Oliver,  also 
presented  the  club  with  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  them.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  the  return  visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  List 
on  Wednesday,  June  21,  when  Mr.  Candy  promised  to 
take  the  chair  at  8  o’clock  sharp.  All  clubs  in  the 
eastern  district  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  and 


make  the  visit  (which  is  our  first  one)  a  great  success. 
Other  important  business  was  done  before  the  meeting 
concluded,  including  the  election  of  five  more  working 
members.  Gentlemen  desirous  of  joining  a  good  club 
are  invited  to  communicate  with  \V.  J.  Talbot,  G, 
Ismalia-road,  Forest  Gate,  E. — Hon.  Sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Bussell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — Our  annual  supper  took  place  on  Monday  jast. 
May  29,  and  was  a  great  success.  There  were  thirty- 
three  members  and  friends  who  sat  to  a  good  spread  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves.  After  the  tables  were 
cleared  the  usual  toasts  were  given  and  responded  to, 
and  then  the  concert  began.  Among  the  singers  were 
Mr.  Salmon,  Mr.  Stretch,  of  N.L.A.C.,  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr. 
Edwards,  Mr.  W.  Drew,  Mr.  Coleman,  and  others.  Wo 
wore  very  nicely  entertained  by  members  of  the  Ingleby 
string  band.  I  beg  to  inform  members  that  Monday 
next  is  quarterly  night,  when  the  books  should  be 
cleared  to  ensure  members  the  new  privilege  tickets. — 
A.  Payne,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — We  had  a  most  successful 
visit  of  the  No.  1  Eastern  District  at  our  club  on  the 
30th  ult.,  when  over  twenty  clubs  were  represented.  I 
beg  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to  all  those  who  favoured 
us  with  their  company  (not  being  able  to  be  there 
through  illness).  It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  know 
there  was  so  large  a  muster.  The  members  have  decided 
to  postpone  onr  distribution  of  prizes  until  July  11,  on 
which  occasion  I  hope  to  be  present. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town. — I  wish  to  inform 
members  and  friends  that  the  annual  supper  will  take 
place  on  Thursday,  June  15.  Members  who  have 
promised  prizes  will  greatly  oblige  by  forwarding  them 
to  the  club  house  before  that  date.  The  supper  will  be 
free  to  members,  and  2s.  Gd.  for  friends.  Tickets  may 
be  had  of  the  secretary. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — TUo 
members  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  opening  day,  for 
which  they  are  making  great  preparations.  At  our  meet¬ 
ing  on  Monday  last  the  following  grants  were  made  from 
onr  funds.  To  C.  Walters  (Crown  and  Buckland),  53. ; 
to  the  widow  of  the  late  W.  Smith  (VVenlock  Angling 
Society),  Ss. ;  to  F.  Castell  (City  of  London),  Ss. ;  to  the 
Thames  Preservation  Society,  21s.  Onr  30th  arnual 
supper  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  Juno  8.  After 
supper  we  shall  be  pleased  to  have  the  pleasure  of  the 
company  of  our  brother  anglers  and  friends. — J.  A. 
Fitch,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  ordinary  weekly 
meeting  was  held  last  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  G.  Girling  in 
the  chair.  As  some  holiday  reminiscences  were  ex¬ 
pected  this  evening  there  was  a  good  attendance.  Mr. 
Fosbrooke  and  a  party  had  been  fishing  at  Deal,  but  did 
not  have  very  good  sport.  Mr.  Marshall  had  caught 
some  good  dabs  and  flounders  at  Southend.  Mr.  Turpin 
a  tench  of  21b.  from  Bainham.  Mr.  Goodwin,  twenty- 
five  trout  on  Monday  and  nine  on  Tuesday,  four  of  which 
averaged  IJlb.  each,  also  chub  and  dace,  all  on  flies  of  his 
own  tying.  Mr.  Close  a  trout  of  Sflb.,  and  several 
smaller  ones;  some  dace,  up  to  ((lb.,  and  chub,  up  t'U 
4.^1b.,  all  on  the  artificial  May-fly.  Mr.  Norman,  with 
his  son  and  a  boatman,  ninety-three  good  plaice  and 
flounders  at  Leigh.  Dr.  Brnnton  and  the  secretary  had 
been  fishing  in  Hampshire,  the  former  had  some  good 
trout,  from  IJlb.  to  31b.,  and  four  good  grayling  ;  and  the 
latter  eleven  trout,  from  Jib.  to  11b.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
read  a  long  and  exhaustive  paper  on  “  Some  Recent 
Fishing  Experiences  at  Brighton,”  for  which  he  was 
thanked.  Two  now  members  were  proposed.  Dr. 
Ladell  withdrew  his  offer  of  a  challenge  cup,  thinking 
it  might  clash  with  those  already  the  property  of  the 
society,  and  substituted  for  it  a  very  handsome  shield, 
which,  after  being  won  three  years  in  succession,  would 
become  the  absolute  property  of  the  winner.  A  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  Dr.  Ladell  for  his 
valuable  present.  The  entertainment  committee  are 
preparing  a  programme  for  the  six  months  ending 
Dec.  31  next,  and  will  bo  obliged  if  members  willing  to 
read  papers  during  that  period  will  inform  the  secretary 
the  subjects  on  which  they  will  read. — James  Taylor, 
sec. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster. — At  our  meeting  on 
Wednesday  there  was  a  good  muster  of  members,  but 
very  little  business  done.  It  is  hoped  members  will 
attend  early  next  week  as  we  are  making  out  the  list 
for  ordering  the  privilege  tickets,  and  the  rules  are  now 
ready. — F.  Taylor,  hon.  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society. — The 
usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  last, 
when  three  new  members  were  proposed,  one  being  our 
old  member  Mr.  Liversage.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to 
become  a  member  of  this  society  can  do  so  by  applying 
to  me,  every  Wednesday  and  Sunday  evening.  Book  of 
rules  can  be  seen  at  the  bar.  I  should  like  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  members  ne.xt  week. — G.  Bigsby,  sec. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddlo- 
ton  Arms,  Canoiibnry-roa<l. — The  first  annual  dinner 
and  outing  of  the  above  club  was  held  at  the  Cock  Inn, 
Great  Parndon,  near  Harlow,  Essex,  on  May  14.  The 
menu  was  served  up  in  excellent  style  by  Mr.  Bird,  the 
table  being  very  tastefully  decorated.  Mr.  G.  Holder 
occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  H.  Gay.  After 
dinner  we  rambled  through  some  pretty  country,  and, 
after  a  good  tea,  we  made  for  home.  'The  arrangements 
were  ably  carried  out  by  the  stewards,  Mr.  J.  Croker 
and  Mr.  J.  Key.  SVe  met  on  Tuesday,  the  16th,  when 
it  was  decided  that  our  concert  and  distribution  of 
prizes  should  take  place  on  Monday,  Juno  12.  Ladies 
cordilly  invited.  I  should  take  it  as  a  favour  if  those 
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members  and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes  and  not 
sent  them  in  will  do  so  as  soon  as  possible. ^ — J.  H. 
Herbert,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angliugf  Society. — The  members 
of  this  club  will  compete  for  five  special  prizes  on 
June  18,  in  the  Stort,  between  Burnt  Mill  and 
Harlow.  No  competitor  to  leave  London  before  the 
morning  of  the  competition.  All  competitors  to  fish 
from  the  towing  path  only.  No  weight  under  8oz.  to 
take  a  prize. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers’  Societjr, — This  at  present  small 
but  successful  society  held  its  first  annual  dinner  at 
The  Jolly  Anglers,  Kentish  Town-road,  on  Thursday 
evening.  May  25.  The  chair  was  ably  occupied  by  the 
hon.  solicitor  to  the  society,  Mr.  J.  H.  Moggridge,  who 
was  well  supported  by  the  president,  Mr.  W.  Flint.  Mr. 
Moggridge,  in  a  few  well  chosen  words,  presented  the 
prizes,  and  said  he  had  no  doubt  they  were  well  earned. 
His  sentiments  appeared  to  be  reciprocated  by  some  of 
them  in  after  speeches  ;  one  member,  who  took  no  less 
than  four  przes,  mentioning  that  in  landing  the  jack 
which  gained  him  first  prize  for  the  season,  he  was 
standing  in  water  up  to  his  knees.  Another  lot  out  that 
on  one  day’s  fishing  his  catch  coat  him  at  the  rate  of 
653.  per  lb.  The  president,  Mr.  Flint,  in  proposing  the 
health  of  the  visitors,  said  he  hoped  many  of  them  would 
join  and  become  working  Jolly  Anglers,  and  invited  sub¬ 
scriptions  for  prizes  for  the  forthcoming  season,  which 
was  most  liberally  responded  to.  The  health  of  the  host 
and  hostess  was  then  enthusiastically  drank  and 
responded  to,  and  at  the  early  hour  of  1.30  the  members 
and  friends  wended  their  way  homewards,  not  with  good 
bags  of  fish,  but  some  with  Gladstone  and  other  bags, 
and  one  notably  with  a  coal  scuttle,  in  which  he  says 
he  will  keep  his  next  take  of  fish.  The  principal  prizes 
were  offered  by  the  following  gentlemen,  viz.,  Mr. 
Moggridge,  Mr.  Flint,  Mr.  Will  Ellis,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr. 
Sanderson,  Mr.  Lackie,  Mr.  Edser,  Mr.  Bogers,  Mr. 
Osborne,  and  others.  Club  meetings  are  held  on 
Wednesdays,  and  a  club  supper  once  a  month.  New 
members,  especially  working  ones,  will  be  cordially 
welcomed  on  any  club  night. — W.  Flint,  president. 

Lincoln  Angflingf  Society. — On  Wednesday  last  a 
special  meeting  was  called  for  election  of  officers  for 


coming  season.  Mr.  Watling  was  ro-eleotel  sear-^tiry, 
Mr.  Webster  chairman,  Messrs.  Wood  aud  Webster 
auditors;  Messrs.  Wood  and  Webster  a’so  kindly 
offered  their  services  as  delegates  on  the  Central  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Mr.  Andrews  was  elected  a  working  member, 
Mr.  J.  Barnes,  being  proposed  for  membership,  will  be 
balloted  for  in  the  usual  way  at  our  next  meeting.  We 
shall  also  be  pleased  to  make  a  f(3w  more  xvorking  or 
honorary  members.  Buies  can  be  seen  any  Sunday  or 
Wednesday  evening. — W.  Watlino,  sec. 

Liverpool  Auglingf  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane,  Liverpool. — 
Two  new  members  were  elected  at  our  last  meeting.  The 
fishing  at  Whitsuntide  was  very  poor,  but  the  weather 
delightful.  Bain  is  wanted  very  badly,  not  only  for  the 
fishing  but  for  the  crops,  &c.  The  water  in  our 
Pen-y-cae  reservoir  is  both  low  and  clear,  and  anything 
like  success  impossible.  The  May-fly  was  up  pretty 
thick  on  Saturday  last,  and  the  troi  t  was  having  a 
banquet,  with  the  result  that  they  world  have  nothing 
else.  The  roach,  perch,  &c.,  in  the  Kuowsley  water 
have  now  spawned. — B.  Woolfall. 

Mildmay  Anglingf  Society,  Bailway  Tavern, 
King  Henry's  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road. — On  Tuesday  it 
was  decided  to  remove  our  quarters  to  the  Bailway 
Tavern,  King  Henry’s  Walk,  where  all  me  nbers  and 
friends  will  find  a  hearty  welcome  in  he  st  Phillips.  We 
have  a  very  nice  room  and  good  accon  modation  where 
our  next  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance.  Sev  ral  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  were  out  during  the  holidays,  Mr.  Fay  taking  a 
nice  perch  of  nearly  21b.  from  private  water?,  which  has 
been  sent  for  preservation.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join 
this  society  can  do  so  by  applying  to  the  above  address. 
— Jno.  Comber,  sec. 

North  Loudon  Angling  Club,  Tap  House,  Hol- 
loway-road. — The  second  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  of  the  above  club  will  take  place  on  Monday 
evening  next,  June  5.  Dinner  on  table  at  8  o’clock 
sharp.  A  smoking  concert  will  follow,  to  which 
ana-lers  and  friends  are  cordially  invited.- — Id.  Stretch. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Tuesday  we  had  a  good  attendance. 
Mr.  John  Carr  was  proposed  as  a  working  member,  and 


Mr.  Hodgkinson  elected  as  an  honorary  member. 
Members  are  requested  to  bring  or  send  up  their  old 
privilege  tickets,  when  ordering  the  new  ones,  as  the 
time  is  getting  short.  Mr.  Boxall  will  launch  his  new 
punt  on  June  2d,  when  an  invitation  competition  will  be 
organised  amongst  those  who  would  like  to  take  part 
in  it.— H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  assist  sec. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — I  beg  to  remind  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  that  our  first  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday,  June  13.  Tickets  cau  be  obtained 
next  meeting  night.  Mr.  H.  Mitchell  weighed  in  the 
first  fish  of  the  seasm  (a  trout  of  nearly  4lb.).  Our 
smoking  concert,  held  last  Tuesday,  went  off  very  well 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  E.  W.  Hattesley,  when 
the  following  members  and  friends  obliged  during  the 
evening — Messrs.  Tidmarsh,  H.  Mitchell,  J.  Utting,  J. 
Clarke,  White,  A.  Pain,  J.  B.  A.  S.,  Gordon,  Haines, 
Wellington,  Cox,  &o.  Next  Tuesday  being  quarterly 
night,  all  members  being  absent  will  be  fined,  according 
to  rule. — E.  Pyne,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road. — A  special  meeting  has  been  arranged  to 
take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  June  7,  at  eight  o’clock, 
when  I  hope  members  will  attend  and  receive  their 
privilege  tickets  and  A.B.  tickets,  also  to  elect  audi¬ 
tors,  and  to  arrange  an  outing  for  the  opening  of  the 
season. — J.  W.  Harris,  sec. 

Prince  of  'Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Members  showed 
up  in  force  on  Monday  last,  resulting  in  some  interest¬ 
ing  business  bting  tra.n.snoted.  Two  new  honorary 
members  wore  proposed  for  election,  Tho  A.B.  a,nd 
privilege  tickets  are  now  ready,  and  members  will  oblige 
by  taking  up  the  former  as  soon  as  possible. — W.B. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Ivent-road. — We  had  a  very 
good  attendance  at  our  usual  meeting  night,  Wednesday 
evening.  Mr.  E.  Carter  occupied  the  chair,  when  usual 
business  was  gone  through.  Our  eleventh  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Tuesday , 
June  G,  dinner  on  the  table  8  o’clock  sharp,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends  at  our 
new  house. — F.  T.  Lamberton,  sec. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

SEASIDE.-  TOUBIST,  FOBTNIGHTLY,  and  FBIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICICETS  to  YABMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  CBOMEB,  Southend-on-Sea, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Doveroourt,  Harwich,  Folixtowe,  Aldeburgh,  South- 
wold,  and  Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  Trains  from  LONDON  (Liverpool-street),  also 
from  G.E.  SUBUBBAN  STATIONS  and  New  Cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.)  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  These  Chcaji  Tickets  are  issued  from  ST.  PANCBAS  (Midland)  and 
KENTISH  TOWN  to  HUNSTANTON,  YABMOUTH.  LOWESTOFT,  and  CBOMEB. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE.  Ac. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  nntl  Back,  2s.  6'(I.,  DAILY  liy  Through  FAST  TRAINS  from  LIVERPOOL- 
STREET  .aucl  FENCHURCH-STREET.  Cheap  Tickets  also  issued  at  METROPOLITAN  LINE 
STATIONS,  via  Bishopsgate. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  H.ARWICH  and  Back,  4s.  From  Liverpool-.stroet,  on  Sundays  at 
9.1“  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  8.2-5  a.ni. 

BROXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE,  Is.  (id.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  Ac.,  and  on  Week-days 
only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentisli  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.,  D.^ILY  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  New  Cross  (L.B.  and 
S.C.),  King's  Cross  (Met.),  Gospel  Oak,  Ac. 

For  full  particulars  see  hills. 

London,  June,  189-3.  WM.  BIRT,  General  Manager. 


We  can  save  you  in  many  things  as  much  as  20  Call  or  send  for  our  full  detailed  Price 

List  (free  by  post),  and  he  convinced.  Repeatedly  recommended  by  the  Fishing  Gazette,”  “Land 
and  Water,”  “Angling,”  “  Fishing,”  Ac. 

Specialities  in  Rods. — Our  “  Prize  ”  Roach  Rod,  London  made  (as  supplied  for  the  “Imperial” 
Cup  Compeiition),  IS  feet,  icarranted, first  class  qiiaUtij  throughout^  division  bag.  22s.  (>d.  Our  “  Marvel  ’ 
Fly  Rod.  real  Greenhenrt,  four  joints,  brazed,  tapered  butt,  winch  tUtinas,  in  big,  9s.  Our 
•‘Favourite”  Bottom  and  Jack  Rod,  best  Hickory,  four  joints,  brazed,  with  extra  stoat  jack  top  (will 
kill  heavy  fish),  in  bag,  10s.  6d.  ^ 

Specialities  in  Reels. — Polished  Brass,  If  inch,  Is.;  2  inch,  ls.3d. ;  2f  inch,  Is.  Od.  The 
“  Archer,”  cheapest  metal  reel  ever  made,  nickel  plated,  Nottingham  action,  with  line  guard  and 
drier,  2  inch,  Is.  Cd. ;  2^  inch,  Is.  9d.  Nottingham  Reels,  with  removable  check,  3  inch,  4s. ;  34  inch, 
5s. ;  4  inuh,  Os.  Gd. ;  4^  inch,  7s. 

Specialities  in  Xaines. — Our  “Marvel”  Silk  icarr ant* d  pure.  fxnX  plaited  (not  twisted), 

consec|uently  won’t  kink.  Extra  fine  for  roach,  30  yaids,  T^d. ;  50  yards,  lOd. ;  fine,  30  yards,  9d.; 
40  yards,  Is.;  medium,  50  yards  Is.  5^d. ;  75  yards,  2.s.  251I.;  lOO  yards,  28  lid.;  }•  tout,  50  yards, 
2s.  Id.;  75  yards,  3s.  l^d.;  100  yards,  4s.  2d.  Finest  Braided  Waterproof  Silk,  extra  fine.  Is.  Gd. 
per  score;  fine,  Is.  9d.  score:  medium,  2s.  score;  stout,  2s.  9d.  score.  Jack  Lines,  waterproof, 
“Spot,”  very  strong,  7d.  per  score.  Best  Plaited  Hemp  (tanned),  strongest  line  we  sell,  9d.  per  score 
(will  not  twisi). 

Specialities  in  Hooks  (on  Gut). — Best  Hooks,  on  best  gut,  5d.  dozen;  host  hooks  on  line 
gut,  Gd.  dozen ;  liest  hooks  on  finest  drawn  gut  (our  “  Cobweb  ”),  Od.  dozen ;  best  hooks  ou  best  hair, 
6(1.  per  dozen. 

Specialities  in  Gut  Bottoms.— 1,  or  3  yards.  Good  strong,  Id.  per  yard;  best  tapered, 

1.^1.  per  yard;  finest  drawn  “Cobweb,”  3d.  per  yard. 

Specialities  in  Plies  — Good  Trout  and  Dace,  Is.  dozen,  or  Is.  3d.  per  dozen  to  own  paitertis: 
v(‘ry  best  ditto  (split  wings),  2s.  dozen  (dres'cd  by  a  crack  fiy  fisherman).  Agems  for  Rijliardson  s 
Patent  Flies,  with  r- — sure  killers  on  any  water,  38.  dozen.  .  ..  o.  1  xnr- 

Specialities  in  Traces,  Bedg'ers,  and  Paternosters.— Our  Special  Steel  Wire,  six 
limes  the  strength  of  gut.  Enormously  .strong,  very  durable,  9d.  and  Is.  each.  ; 

irerm-s  and  Genths  kept  in  stock.  City  Agents  for  the  lleA'i/i  Harp'  tishery.,  Hendon.  \ 

HENRY  RICHARDSON  ■  &  00.,  “  Ye  Rluckie  Perche,”  ! 

TT,  milSBXJRY  I»A'VEiyiEia'T,  ILONDON.  I 

We  are  the  nearest  Tackle  Makers  to  Liverpool  Street.  Moorgnte  Street,  and  Broad  Street  Stations.  ; 


BELL  &  PRICHARD, 

Anglo-Aitiei'icaiT  and  r*i*a<‘tical  City  Tailors', 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.C. 

(opposite  cook's  tourists  office). 

FISHING  &  SHOOTING  OUTFITS  A  SPECIALITY. 

ALL  GOODS  THOBOUGHLY  SHBUNK. 

Tourists’  and  Business  Suits  (to  measure)  from  £2  10s. 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbockers .  0  13s.  6a. 


J.  BEBNABD  and  SON, 

-  5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly.  - 

Makers  of  SUPERIOR  CLASS  FISHING  RODS  k  TACKLE, 

Foe  Salmon  and  Teout,  Pike  and  Coaese  Fish. 
SPECIALITIES— Natural  Wings,  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and 

ditto  May. 

SPECIAL  FLOATING  FLIES  FOE  TEST  AND  ITCHEN. 

The  Studeley  Patent  Salmon  Fly-Book,  Small  Pockets. 

Catalogue  and  Diaey  Geatis. 

5,  CHURCH  PLACE,  RICCAHILLY,  S.W. 

Trout  and  Salmon  Fly-book  with  Printed  Names. 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 


le-Plait  Enamel  Dres.sed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook ;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snoo(Ung , 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  aiKl 
recommended  by  Mr.  Filancis  Francis,  Mr.  Senior  (of 
the  Field),  Authors  of  “  Rod  in  India,”  and  “  The  bea 
Fisherman,”  Mr.  Mahston,  Mr.  Pennell,  Mr.  Frank 
Buckland,  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  armies, 
and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 

Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 

C  yards,  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 

Composition  in  Cakes  to  Re-dress  Lines. 

Samples  and  Catalogue  Two  Stamps. 


MCKERING  &  CHATTO, 

66,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 

Ef  A-RH  ATTOIiINO  BOOKS.— Catalogue  of  400  Old  and  Bare  Angling  Books, 

if  Large  ABseSe  oTvaluable  Sporting  Books,  for  Sale.  Post  free,  3cl. 

*  ABE  BOOKS  -Catalogue  of  Stock  of  Old  and  Bare  Books  for  Sale.  340pp., 

th  Post  free,  3.s.  lid.,  which  amount  will  be  deducted  from  first  purchase  of  one  guinea, 

SABE  BOOKS.-Let  us  know  the  books  you  are  seeking;  if  they  can  he  found  we  ean  flu 
m  Old  porting  Books,  with  Coloured  Plates,  &c.,  purchased  for  cash. 

PICKERING  &  CHATTO,  66,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


“AOUABIUM”  BAIT 

Mr  dhLi  KiMitkRLEV,  well  known  in  llirmingham  a.ud  the  Midlands  as  an  expert  angler  of 
Mr.  IIIOM.vs_iviMin.ann  .  nuieh  nleasure  in  lettingvou  kuowthat  Ihave  succeeded 

•imdn-  Slrh^  Priit'lnhhe'  West  Birmingham  Fisliing  Cltih,  and  the  SpeciH  Prize  olTcred  the 

est  Bo"ach  taken  in  tlm  same  “wo\7FirsT lVizo''’'n‘ thT Brotto?-Weu'-Met'An.iual 

tf/Se  Litl ana  SampQ  scat  to  any  FU/,t„y  Tackle 

le  Proprietor:  WALTER  SCOTT,  156,  Warstone  Lane,  BIRMINGHAM. 
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Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Baleman-street,  Soho,  W. — Last  Wednesday  being 
quarterly  night  we  were  very  busy.  I  am  pleased  to  say 
several  proposals  were  brought  forward  for  honorary 
working  members.  Our  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  next  Wednesday,  at  above  address, 
at  9  o’clock.  If  any  member  intends  being  present  and 
has  not  sent  in  bis  name,  be  will  oblige  by  doing  so  at 
once.  We  hope  to  have  a  very  jovial  evening.  Mr. 
Baker  has  kindly  consented  to  be  present  with  bis  band. 
If  any  member,  honorary  or  working,  cannot  be  present 
at  the  supper  he  will  be  welcome  afterwards.  I  hope  all 
members  will  bring  their  “Words  and  Music”  with 
them.  They  will  also  oblige  by  letting  me  know  on 
which  association  they  want  their  privilege  tickets  at 
once,  as  time  is  getting  short. — W.  B.  Shaw.  bon.  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  N.,  Bow. — The  members  of  the  above 
society  and  friends  held  their  annual  supper  on  Tuesday 
last,  provided  by  host  Roberts.  The  usual  toasts  were 
honoured  and  the  distribution  of  prizes  proceeded  with. 
The  table  of  weights  for  the  past  season  was  considered 
satisfactory  when  it  is  taken  into  account  that  with  only 
fifteen  competitors  7501b.  of  fish  passed  the  scales, 
being  an  average  of  501b.  The  top  weight  was  very 
keenly  contested,  71b.  only  dividing  the  first  four.  Mr.  J. 
Yeo  being  first,  Mr.  A.  Barclay  second,  and  Mr.  J.  Pardsley 
third  in  the  specimens  department.  Mr.  A.  Barclay 
was  first  with  heaviest  roach  (lib.  lOoz.),  being  closely 
followed  by  Messrs.  Burrows,  Parsley,  and  J.  Yeo. 
The  other  prizes  were  presented  to  the  fortunate 
dinners.  This  business  di.sposed  of,  the  rest  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  harmony.  The  following  gentle¬ 
men  gave  some  excellent  songs  during  the  evening ; 
Messrs.  T.  Parker- Eoberts,  Honor,  Pollard,  Andrews, 
J.  Sallnow,  H.  Sallnow  (Mr.  Stanley-Soetch),  Bloom¬ 
field,  Bowd,  Impie,  &c.  I  beg  to  thank  those  gentle¬ 
men  who  favoured  us  with  their  company  on  that 
evening. — A  Barclay,  sec. 

South.  Iiondon  United  Visiting  List. — A  delegate 
meeting  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list  will  be  held 
at  the  Wpolpack,  Bermondsey-street,  on  Monday,  the 
5th,  at  8.30,  to  arrange  for  the  first  friendly  competition 
of  the  coming  season,  and  I  trust  every  society  on  the 
list  will  send  a  representative  to  express  their  opinion. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Wellington  Angling  Society, 
held  at  the  Prince  George,  Hillingdon-street  (late  Hill- 
street),  Walworth,  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  inst.,  and  I  hope 
they  will  receive  a  bumper.  -A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  The  Dun 
Horse,  Kingsland-road,  N.E. — The  thirteenth  annual 
dinner  of  the  above  society  will  take  place  at  the  club¬ 
house  on  Wednesday,  June  7th,  chair  taken  at  8,45, 
sharp.  Members  and  friends  wishing  to  be  present  will 
please  advise  the  secretary  not  later  than  Monday 
evening,  the  5th  inst. — T.  Gbetton. 

St.  Xhomas  Angling  Society,  Waterman’s  Arms, 
Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  June  4,  at  the  Black  Dog  and  Duck  Inn,  Bury, 
near  Amberley,  and  I  am  sure  everyone  will  enjoy  it,  as 
our  host,  Mr.  Henley,  will  put  us  a  splendid  spread  upon 
the  table.  I  beg  to  remind  secretaries  that  Mr.  Alf. 
Eenvoize  takes  his  benefit  at  the  above  house  on  Saturday 
evening,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  There  is  a 
host  of  talent,  and  it  is  for  a  good  cause. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society.— A  paper  was 
read  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole  on  the  28th  ult.,  entitled 
“A  Waltonian  Sunday,”  treating  principally  upon 
lady  anglers.  The  paper  was  delivered  in  Mr.  Shrub- 
solo's  usual  happy  style,  and  was  listened  to  attentively 
by  the  company  present,  consisting  of  about  seventy 
members  and  friends  (several  members  of  the  Park 
Town  Club  being  present).  Mr.  T.  Cottnell,  of  that 
club  in  the  chair.  Several  recitations  followed  the 
reading,  and  also  glees  admirably  rendered  by  the  Park 
Town  Glee  Club.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  reader, 
cuairman,  and  glee  singers,  concluded  an  enjoyable 
evening. — W.  E.  Z. 

■Waggoners  Anglin  g  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxbali  Cross. — Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place 
on  Tuesday  last,  with  a  good  attendance.  Several  more 
prizes  were  added  to  our  list.  Members  please  notice 
that  we  open  the  season  with  a  roving  match,  full 
particulars  later  on.  Those  members  who  have  not 
given  in  their  names  for  privilege  tickets,  I  should  like 
lo  hear  from  them  by  Tuesday  next,  on  which  night  a 
special  meeting  is  called  for  important  business. — H.  C. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  Walworth. —  Next  Wednesday  (7th  inst.) 
will  be  quarterly  night,  and,  as  several  matters  of  im¬ 
portance  will  be  brought  forward,  I  hope  all  members 
will  be  present.  The  next  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  list 
will  be  paid  to  us  on  Tuesday  next,  the  6th,  when  I 
trust  to  see  a  good  muster.  Anglers  are  cordially 
invited. — Chas.  Wyer,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brotliers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  have 
decided  to  have  a  peg-down  match  at  Burnt  Mill  to  open 
the  season  with,  on  Jui  e  18.  All  members  to  go 
down  on  Saturday  night  by  the  last  train.  Hoping  wo 
shall  have  a  goodly  number  for  the  first  outing.— E. 
Lowtheb,  sec. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-street,  Westminster. — The  annual  outing  took 
place  at  the  Six  Bells,  Horley,  on  the  28th  ult. :  the 
party  consisted  _  of  twenty  working  members.  The 
hostess  of  the  Six  Bells  supplied  us  with  a  very  nice 
dinner  and  tea,  and  her  health  was  drank  enthusiast!-  i 
cally.  The  members  enjoyed  the  bright  sunshine,  the  '• 
sparkle  of  the  running  stream,  the  voice  of  the  birds,  i 
and  the  lovely  foliage  of  early  summer ;  they  forgot  the  j 
petty  cares  and  woiries  of  everyday  life,  and  gavo  them  | 
tplves  up  wholly  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  all  too  brief 


day  in  the  country.  At  the  meeting  of  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  G.  Roser  was  elected  a  member,  and  Mr.  C.  Eoser 
and  six  more  are  to  be  elected  next  week.  The  later 
part  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  when  the 
following  members  contributed  ; — Messrs.  C.  Eoser, 
Mandry,  Eccarious,  W^heeler,  Parsons,  and  F.  Eistow, 
character  comedian.  Mr.  C.  Eoser  kindly  officiated  at 
the  piano. — Geo.  Barrett. 


REPORTS  FROM  ™RS,  LOCHS,  &C. 

I®"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

!55  min.  for  Kew, 

75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

80  ,,  ,,  Twicken¬ 

ham. 

85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  June  3  .  3.58 


■•30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

1 40  „  „  Putney. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammer- 

'  smith. 

'50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 


Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


4.34 

5.12 

5.56 

6.49 

7.48 

8.52 


4.16 
4  52 
5.33 
6.22 

7.17 
8.19 
0.25 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  trout 
anglers  have  again  been  suffering  from  a  drought,  and 
the  river  has  been  both  low  and  bright.  Although  the 
best  fish  have  been  taken  in  mid-stream,  the  great 
quantity  of  fish  already  captured  have  been  caught  at 
the  weirs,  as  it  has  been  found  next  to  impossible  to  get 
in  the  channel  of  the  river  with  any  chance  of  sport. 
In  another  fortnight  the  general  angling  season  will 
have  commenced,  and  the  fish,  having  spawned  so  much 
earlier  than  usual,  they  will  naturally  be  found  in  a 
more  forward  state  than  has  been  the  case  in  previous 
years.  There  has  been  some  changes  amongst  the 
officials  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  in  the  portion  of 
river  between  Teddington  Lock  and  Staines,  owing  to 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Little,  who  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  inspector,  and  has  been  pensioned  by  the 
board,  after  a  long  and  faithful  service  in  that  and 
other  positions.  Mr.  Drummond,  who  was  his  assistant, 
in  future  will  perform  only  the  duties  relating  to  pollu¬ 
tion,  and  in  this  will  be  assisted  by  Palmer  Scott.  These 
two  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ordinary  river  work, 
which  will  bo  carried  out  by  a  new  office,  to  which  Mr. 
Jesse  Hoptroff,  who  will  probably  reside  at  Kingston, 
has  been  appointed,  and  will  be  assisted  by  James 
Drewe,  of  Sunbury.  In  reference  to  Inspector  Little  I 
should  wish  to  bear  my  testimony,  after  a  friendship  of 
very  many  yeai-s,  to  his  readiness  on  all  occasions  to 
as.sist  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  when 
required,  and  as  a  personal  friend  I  hope  our  acquaint¬ 
ance  will  not  be  severed,  as  I  hold  that  friendship  in  the 
highest  esteem.  At  the  annual  entertainment  of  the 
river-keepers  he  has  always  been  a  willing  and  welcome 
guest.  I  am  sorry  to  find  not  only  the  coarse  fish  but 
the  trout  are  suffering  from  the  low  state  of  the  river, 
the  former  are  said  to  be  covered  with  insects,  and  Mr. 
Lely  sends  mo  word  the  trout  of  6.jlb.  caught  on  Tues¬ 
day,  at  Sunbury  Weir,  was  covered  with  parasites. — B. 

Upper  Tkames.— Since  the  week  previously  to 
Whitsuntide  very  little  in  the  trout  way  has  been 
attempted  and  little  done  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the 
river.  The  water  is  low  and  bright,  but  for  all  that 
fish  of  calibre  may  be  had  in  such  excellent  waters  as 
Bray,  Maidenhead,  Marlow,  or  Hambleden,  and  I  would 
certainly  strongly  advise  trout  anglers  to  the  Thames 
to  at  once  be  on  the  go,  before  the  pleasure  traffic 
renders  fishing,  even  in  the  weir  pools,  uncanny  and 
wearisome.  In  the  Temple  waters,  yesterday  (Wednes¬ 
day),  Mr.  Thomas  caught  a  pretty  fish  of  about  6ib., 
this  being  the  only  item  of  success  I|;an  authoritatively 
glean  since  my  last  note.  I  visited  Henley  on  Tuesday, 
out  found  trout  taking  an  unknown  quantity.  Weather 
fine,  with  breezes  from  the  north-east. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey)  — Mr.  Lely,  fishing  at  the  weir, 
caught  a  trout  of  5Jlb.,  and  another  of  2Jlb.,  wbich  he 
returned. 

Thames  (Datchet). — The  effects  of  the  lata  rain 
seem  to  have  passed  away,  and,  with  few  exceptions, 
the  trout  are  left  alone.  I  have  landed  two  fish  for  two 
respective  iiatrons,  both  of  them  handsome  fish,  one 
3Jlb.,  the  othir  51b.,  and  had  two  more  runs.  The 
last  time  I  was  out  we  saw  several  fish  leap  high  in  the 
air,  a  sign  they  will  be  going  off  the  feed.— G. 
Ldmsden. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island'.— Very  little  doing.  One 
nice  small  fish  caught  at  Bray  last  week  about  41b. 
There  are  plenty  of  very  good  trout,  bift  ho  ofie  seems  to 


fish  for  them.  I  suppose  they  are  keeping  back  for  a 
long  hit  on  the  opening  day,  when  I  hope  to  hear  of  some 
good  catches  without  a  miss.  I  am  very  glad  to  say 
there  are  any  amount  of  small  gudgeon  to  be  seen,  about 
the  size  of  minnows,  and  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two 
we  shall  bo  having  them  back  again  as  in  days  of  yore. 
Perch  also,  I  notice,  are  getting  more  plentiful,  as  wo 
can  see  quantities  of  small  ones  in  the  river  now. — E. 
Plummer. 

Thames  (Staines). — Charles  Hove  has  been  busy 
amongst  the  trout  this  week,  of  which  the  following  arc 
particulars  One  day,  with  Mr.  II.  Mitchell,  a  trout  of 
41b.  loz.  ;  on  Tuesday  morning,  with  Mr.  Simmons,  of 
Staines,  one  of  31b.  :  the  same  evening,  with  Mr.  R.  H. 
Head,  one  of  61b.  In  the  two  days  this  excellent  fisher¬ 
man  says  he  rose  seven  trout,  and  yet  some  say  there 
are  none  in  the  river. 

Thames  (Sunbury).— Mr.  Durward  Lely,  fishing  at 
the  weir  on  Tuesday  last,  caught  a  trout  fi  jlb.  which  he 
describes  as  a  strong  fish,  and  in  good  condition,  but 
covered  with  parasites.  This  makes  nine  trout  taken 
by  him  this  season. 

Thames  (Windsor). — Eain  in  this  district  much 
needed,  the  river  being  slow  and  much  stagnated. 
During  the  week  three  trout  have  been  taken.  One 
was  an  extremely  handsome  fish  weighing  61b.,  and  was 
caught  by  a  gentlemen  out  with  G.  Lumsden,  of  Datchet. 
Another  of  his  patrons  had  a  little  beauty  of  3Jlb.  The 
heaviest  fish,  which  I  weighed,  scaled  just  fijlb.,  and 
was,  I  understand,  caught  foul  in  the  cheek,  with  a  fly, 
by  Captain  Leigh,  of  the  Grenadier  Guards,  in  the 
Windsor  Weir  stream.  Had  it  been  in  good  condition, 
it  should  have  weighed  at  least  81b.  At  a  sale  of  fishing 
tackle  in  London  recently,  it  was  a  sign  of  the  times  to 
see  the  piles  of  dead  and  live  gorge  hooks  go  for  nearly 
nothing.  I  hope,  as  regards  the  Thames,  they  are  a 
thing  of  the  past.  Spinning  and  snap  tackle  ought 
to  be  good  enough  for  any  sportsman. — B.  R.  Bam- 

BRIDGE. 

Aucholme  District. — We  have  had  a  few  showers, 
but  the  watercourses  are  unaffected  by  them.  Mr. 
Tillett,  of  Market  Easen,  took  three  and  a  half  brace  of 
Loch  Levens  with  the  Eed  Spinner  at  a  private  reservoir 
at  the  end  of  last  week.  Some  trout  fry  turned  into 
Miss  Boucherett’s  ponds  at  Willingham  Hall  last  year 
have  done  very  well.  They  are  now  fully  8in.  long  and 
quite  numerous.  The  best  ca'ch  of  the  week  was,  how¬ 
ever,  made  by  a  gentleman  who  must  be  nameless,  and 
I  am  not  at  liberty  to  say  the  water,  but  I  saw  the  fish, 
and  more  than  that,  tasted  some  of  them.  The  largest 
weighed  2ilb.,  the  second  IJlb. ;  six  fish  weighed  6jTb. 
One  additional  small  one  made  up  the  catch  of  seven 
fish  to  7ib.  This  take  equals  the  1  esl  catches  at  Loch 
Level! ,  BO  far  as  size  is  concerned.  The  Green  Drake  is 
well  nigh  over. — Thomas  Ford. 

Brighton. — Sea-Fishing. — Sea-bream  are  showing 
up,  and  several  have  been  caught  about  a  mile  and 
a-half  off  the  “  Black  Rock”  coastguard  station.  They 
are  as  yet  much  more  plentiful  off  the  Brighton  G.i.a 
Works,  Portslade,  where  some  good  takes  have  been 
made  during  the  past  week.  Plaice  and  whiting  pout 
are  now  fairly  abundant.  Numbers  of  boat  anglers  are 
off  daily,  and  the  weather  and  calm  sea  are  all  that 
could  be  desired. — H. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  May¬ 
fly  season  throughout  the  course  of  the  Coin  has  been 
generally  productive  of  excellent  sport.  On  Sir  Michael 
Beach’s,  Sir  Thomas  Bayley’s,  Mr,  Faulkner’s,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Barton’s  waters,  a  lot  of  splendid  trout  have  been 
killed.  We  heard  of  two  brace  being  grassed  on  Sir 
Thomas  Bazley’s  by  a  local  medical  gentleman  that 
weighed  91b.  On  the  public  water  at  Fairford  good  all¬ 
round  sport  has  been  had  during  the  past  fortnight.  On 
Friday  afternoon,  26th,  the  grey  drake  came  on  in  great 
1  rofusion.  During  the  rise  many  good  trout  fell  victims 
to  the  artificial  lures  of  Ogden,  Sootford,  Hardy,  or 
Farlow.  It  did  not  matter  much  whether  the  fly  was 
wet  or  dry,  or  the  colour  gray',  green,  or  brown. 
I  saw  a  local  expert  cleverly  kill  a  beautiful 
two  -  pounder  on  clear,  shallow,  glassy  water, 
with  a  small  grey  drake,  and  almost  simul¬ 
taneously  Mr.  Ralli  got  firmly  into  a  big  fish  near  the 
same  spot  with  a  pale  green.  One  basket  I  saw  at 
4  p.m.  contained  two  brace  of  Ijlb.  average,  and  the 
creel  of  another  local  at  sundown  hold  two  and  a  half 
brace  of  useful  trout,  one  of  them  being  the  2-pounder 
mentioned  above.  Mr.  H.  K.  (than  whom  there  is  no 
better  dry  fly  man  extant)  finished  up  this  day  with 
t  iree  brace,  the  last  brace  biing  got  on  glassy  water, 
with  a  small  March  Brown  and  Wickham.  Messrs. 
Hardman  and  Oliver  on  Saturday  finished  the  week  up 
well  w.th  a  fine  brace,  the  former  (who  is  a  sticker) 
killing  a  beautiful  3-pounder,  and  Mr.  Oliver  grassing 
one  of  2,1b.  Mr.  H.  on  Monday  brought  his  visit  to  a 
close  with  another  3-pounder.  J.  B.,  the  oldest  profes¬ 
sional  fisherman  on  the  Colne,  told  me  he  had  never 
seen  a  finer  brace  caught  on  the  public  water  than  Mr. 
Hardman's.  It  fell,  however,  to  my  lot  on  Tuesday 
evening  to  see  a  brace  and  a  half  of  splendid  trout 
that  were  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Keller  that  I  think, 
will  be  a  record  for  some  time  to  come,  his 
tierce,  weighing  7ib.,  as  follows,  31b.  2oz.,  21b.  4oz., 
11b.  lOoz.,  an  average  of  about  2.b.  5Joz.  They  were 
full  of  May-tt'es  and  in  the  pink  of  condition.  M  •. 
Powell,  at  Winson,  on  Thursday  killel  8Jlb.  of  nice 
fish,  and  Mr.  A.  H.,  late  M.P.  for  Oxford,  on  Saturday 
got,  in  Fa  rferd  Park,  three  brace  of  heavy  fish.  The 
rods  chiefly  used  here  this  season  have  been  split 
canes  and  Multums.  For  my  own  trawling  on  the  Coin, 

I  much  prefer  the  latter.  Several  unsuccessful  anglers 
at  Easter  took  exception  to  my  early  March  report  to 
you  of  what  I  had  seen  on  the  spawn  beds  of  the  Coin, 
overlooking  tho  fact  that  I  distinctly  stated  that  little 
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would  be  done  until  the  warm  month  of  May  brought 

^ fly  came  up  almost  incidentally 
with  the  drake.  There  has  been  no  lack  of  sport,  and 
visitors  generally  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the 
good  show  of  trout  during  the  May-fiy.  The  only 
thing  to  conipla,in  of  has  been  the  crowded  state  of  the 
ri^r  :  but  then  it  was  a  Whitsuntide  May-fly. — Pan. 

Cornish.  Streams. — The  waters  are  very  low,  and, 
where  there  is  no  pollution,  so  bright  and  still  that  fly- 
fashiug  18  almost  out  of  the  question.  Two  or  three 
rods  a.t  Monford  captured  a  few  fern  flies,  and  with 
them  dapped  and  got  full  baskets  of  trout.  This  lure, 
however,  like  the  May-fly,  has  a  very  short  existence. 
May  flies  (drakes)  put  in  their  annual  appearance  on  the 
Iiiiiey  during  Whit  week,  and  while  they  were  up  fish 
would  look  at  very  little  else.  Using  a  single  big  March 
Brown  M  a  substitute,  one  rod  got  a  splendid  basket  of 

J  ■?  “’"'cy  is  low  and  very  much  coloured,  and 

fishing  in  it  IS  very  disheartening.  The  Camel  is  clear 
but  very  low  indeed.  -Bodmin. 

Darenth  (rarningham).— The  fishing  here  for 
the  past  week  has  been  decidedly  better;  there  have 
open  several  fish  taken  weighing  a  pound  and  upwards  ; 
while  an  angler  staying  at  the  Lion  captured  a  very  nice 
trout,  weighing  2Ub.  The  May-fly  is  now  on  the  water, 
and  the  fish  are  rising  better.  On  Monday  last  we  had  a 
very  severe  storm,  followed  by  gentle  showers,  so  the 
prospects  appear  more  rosy.— A.  H.  Stone. 

— Sport  has  been  abundant 
on  both  the  Derwent  and  Amber  during  the  past  week 
baskets  of  eight  brace  trout  have  been  made ;  fly  as 
well  as  minnow  fishing  being  alike  successful. 
Higher  up  the  Derwent,  at  'Whatstandwell,  Holmesford, 
L  aburst,  and  Cromford,  many  rodsters  have  found  good 
has  been  the  most  successful  with 
the  Mtificial  May-fly,  his  largest  trout  scaled  31b.  2oz. 

^-..Ak'^right  had  also  three  and  a  half  brace  of 
good,  nslp,  Prospsects  for  next  week  are  good  ;  there  is  a 
greater  hatch  of  aquatic  fly  on  the  Derwent  at  the  pre- 
sent  time  than  has  been  the  case  for  nine  years. — Amber 

JJDN, 

Dorset  Tributaries. — The  Mayfly  is  scarcely  on 
yet  in  Dove  Dale,  though  it  is  now  past  its  best  every¬ 
where  else  round  here.  Good  sport  has  been  had  gen- 
ralJy  speaking,  though  water  is  fine  and  weather  genial, 
some  of  the  anglers  who  have  been  fishing  the  Dove 
Dale  water  have  had  fair  sport.  One  fisherman  sent 
nine  brace  to  town  this  morning  and  some  of  these  were 
exceptionally  big  fish.  Mr.  Adesbrag  took  seven  brace 
the  other  day  on  Bentley  Brook.— D.  and  W  II 

lOSTER. 

■  Ddeu  (Carlisle). — Trout  fishing  has  rather  improved 
Anglers,  however,  complain  that  trout  are  not  taking 
the  worm  freely.  The  fact  is,  that  the  cold  nights  are 
keeping  them  in  the  deep  pools,  which  can  only  be  suc¬ 
cessfully  fished  at  night  with  fly  and  bustard.  The 
water-keeper  at  Armathwaite  Castle  has  made  some  good 
baskets,  and  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  Mr.  Slater 
killed,  on  Monday  evening,  thirty-four  trout,  weighing 
lilb;,  without  fishing  late.  The  Solway  fishermen  are 
getting  a  fine  lot  of  sea-trout,  but  they  are  very  shy  of 
the  Carlisle  Sewer. — Silver-Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter>.-The  Exe  is  still 
extremely  low.  On  the  Creedy  a  few  fair  bags  have 
been  made,  Mr.  Shepherd  taking  seventeen  very  nice 
trout,  and  Mr.  Tuckett  three  or  four  brace  of  good  fish 
in  the  water  below  Newton  St.  Cyres.  This  angler 
also  had  a  rattling  day  with  the  artificial  minnow  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  Creedy,  running  about  sixty  fish,  but 
only  saved  half  the  number.  Erom  the  lower  Creedy 
taken  about  twelve  brace  ;  Mr 
H.  Moore,  three  brace  of  very  pretty  trout.  Messrs. 
Lliapple,  Laborde,  and  Theeuwissen  have  also  had  a  few 
?nu  i  1  same  locality,  and  a  very  good  eel  of 

Lilb.  fell  to  a  local  rodster.  In  the  Exwick  Mill  leat, 
Mr.  J.  Moore  has  had  some  very  fair  trout  during  the 
coloured  water.  On  the  Brampford  and  Thorverton 
w_aters  small  bags  are  still  being  made  by  those  anglers 
ot  good"  staying”  powers,  and  until  we  get  more  water 
down,  no  improvement  can  be  looked  for.  Exe  salmon 
fishing  is  at  a  complete  standstill,  but  the  small  freshet 
has  stirred  the  Teign  fishing  up  a  little,  as  many  as  fifty 
fish  being  secured  just  recently  by  the  net-men  in  one 
day.  A  very  fine  specimen  of  the  royal  sturgeon  weigh¬ 
ing  841b.  was  taken  off  Bideford  yesterAy  by  a  local 
fishing  smack. — Bed  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Iiincolnshire).— The  change 
of  weather  has  proved  very  beneficial,  but  the  water  is 
still  low,  and  many  of  the  drains  are  getting  full  of 
weeds,  which  are  always  a  nuisance  to  the  angler. 
Some  of  the  authorities  are,  I  believe,  favourable  to 
anglers,  and  were  the  accommodation  better,  there 
would  be  a  larger  influx  of  visitors  to  the  district  in  the 
summer,  which  ought  to  bo  welcome  to  the  people  in 
fishing  quarters.  I  am  told  there  are  plenty  of 
fish,  but  the  chief  drawback  is  the  want  of  available 
swims.  Prospects  are  very  good  for  the  coming  sea:  on 
— Limpet. 

Xtchen  (Itchen  ^hhas),  Dants, — There  is  plenty 
of  water  in  ttie  river,  and  trout  rise  fairly  well  about 
noon.  The  small  Olive  Midge  is  perhaps  the  best  fly 
just  now. — H. 

Idle  (Noi'tli  Notts,). — The  prospects  of  the  angler 
are  now  fairly  good  in  this  district,  but  the  rains  do  not 
appear  to  have  done  much  for  the  streams.  The  season 
is  very  favourable  for  insect  life,  and  farmers  are  com¬ 
plaining  not  only  of  the  large  amount  of  aphides  which 
are  smothering  everytiiing  green,  but  also  of  great 
quantities  of  larval  of  different  flies  of  a  larger  sort, 
j-he  black  aphis  are  doing  great  damage  to  tile  bean 
crop,  and  the  green  known  as  smother  fly  is  on  every¬ 
thing.  There  are,  however,  plenty  of  the  larvio  of  the 
ladybird  beetle,  a  Ijttle  grublike  caterpillar  about  ^ 


third  of  an  inch  long,  slate  coloured,  with  blank  spots, 
and  here  and  there  a  red  one — which  seem  to  bo  pur¬ 
suing  the  aphides  everywhere,  and  endeavouring  to 
restore  the  balance  of  nature.  Quantities  of  these 
insects  are  now  getting  into  the  water,  and  furnishing 
rood  tor  fish,  particularly  trout,  in  addition  to  the  ordi¬ 
nary  aquatic  flies,  which  are  also  plentiful.  Trout 
anglers  will  do  well  to  bear  this  in  mind  where  sport 
is  slack,  and  where  ordinary  seasonable  flics  will  not 
take,  an  imitation  of  the  ladybird  grub  would  bo  a  good 
pfastituto.  M'eeds  have  been  growing  very  fast  of  late 
m  the  river.— L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).  —  We  have 
had  no  ram  during  the  week.  A  few  fish  were  taken  with 
fly  in  the  evenings,  Mr.  Pryce,  B.A.,  getting  four,  and 
another  evening  lib.  fish ;  the  writer  got  tUee  one 
evening,  two  another,  over  Jib.  each;  Mr.  Coles, 
Bodorgan  Arms,  11b.  fish  ;  Mr.  Newton,  ten.  One  of  the 
Bolton  anglers  was  startled  at  an  otter  diving  under  his 
boat,  and  making  way  for  the  reeds  on  the  shore.  It  is 
a  pity  hounds  are  not  sent  after  these  pests.— W  H 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).— 
Since  my  last  report  the  weather  has  been  anything 
but  favourable  to  fishing.  On  Thursday,  May  25  Mr. 
Mid  wood  took  sixteen  fish  ;  Mrs.  and  Master  Mid  wood 
five  :  Mr.  Agnow.three,  best  fish  lib.  Goz. ;  Mr.  Hollino-’- 
worth,  eight;  Mr.  Briggs,  six;  Mr.  Isherwood,  ten; 
Mr.  Davison,  twelve  ;  Messrs.  Livsev  and  Linley,  ten  • 
Mr.  Lawrence,  seven,  best  fish  11b.  4oz  ■  Messrs' 


j  IVm,’  uau  J.HJ.  1.UZ. ;  iviessrs. 

Hrover  and  Hillman,  nine.  Friday,  May  25,  Mr.  Mid- 
VFood,  five;  Mrs  and  Master  Midwood,  five  ;  Mr.  Atrnew 
eight;  Mr.  Hollingworth,  eight;  Messrs.  Livsey  and 
Linl®y,  SIX;  Mr.  Davison,  five;  Messrs.  Grover  and 
Hillman,  five;  Mr.  Briggs,  four  ;  Mr.  Isherwood,  four  • 
Mr.  Lawrenc®,  five.  Saturday,  May  27,  Mr.  Holling¬ 
worth,  six  ;  Messrs.  Hamer  and  Bury,  twelve  ;  Messrs. 
Isherwood  and  Nichols,  twelve,  best  fish  lib  14oz  • 
Messrs.  Davison  and  Linleigh,  six  ;  Mr.  Lawrence! 
four  Monday,  May  29,  cold,  bright  day,  Mr.  Hollino-- 
worth,  four;  Mr.  Lawrence,  four;  Mr.  Hamer  four- 
Messrs.  Briggs  and  Eogers,  six  ;  Messrs.  Isherwood  and 
Nichols,  six.  Tuesday,  May  30,  Mr.  Hollingworth, 
lour;  Mr.  Rogers,  eight;  Mr.  Hamer,  eight*  Mr 
Lawrence,  eight,  best  fish  lib.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Briggs  three' 
best  fish  lib.  4oz.  Best  flies,  Professer  and’ Black 
bpinners.— Long  Drift. 

Lea.— The  showers  we  have  had  during  the  week 
have  not  been  heavy  enough  to  make  any  material  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  state  of  the  river  ;  there  are  some  places 
notably  the  lengths  near  Sewardstone,  that  are  now 
very  low,  and,  consequently,  weedy  in  the  extreme  ;  in 
fact,  the’-  will  not  be  fishable  until  there  comes  a  good 
flush.  It  is  not  often  that  either  the  East  London 
Waterworks  or  the  Lea  Conservancy  turn  much  of 
their  surplus  waters  into  these  lengths.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  plenty  of  fish  are  there;  in  fact,  they  are 
in  strong  evidence,  and  now  would  be  a  capital  time 
to  clear  away  a  lot  of  the  weeds  and  rubbish  that 
have  accumulated.  Lower  down,  at  Cook’s  Ferry 
Higham  Hill,  and  the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham,  a 
better  volume  of  water  is  often  enough  turned  in. 
At  all  three  of  the  above  places  some  good  dace" 
have  been  taken  during  ihe  past  week,  both 
by  fly  and  bottom  fishing.  On  Sunday  last,  at 
Cook  s  Ferry,  Mr.  King  had  a  lot  of  roach  and 
dace,  with  Caddis  bait,  and  I  saw  several  other 
lots  there  on  the  following  day.  At  Games’s,  on  the 
Sunday,  Mr.  Hall  had  another  experience.  There  viere 
four  or  five  anglers  trying  to  emulate  his  performance 
with  the  wot  fly,  but  strange  to  say,  although  they 
were  not  successful,  he  (Mr.  Hall)  hooked  and  landed 
another  bream  of  about  4 jib.  I  saw  the  fish,  and  know 
several  fishermen  who  saw  it  captured.  Some  good  eels 
have  been  taken  lately,  but  we  want  some  warmer 
nights  before  they  will  fairly  got  on  the  run.  It  is  only 
now  a  short  fortnight  to  the  opening  of  coarse  fishing 
for  some  kinds,  under  both  Lea  Conservancy  bye-laws 
and  the  Association  rules,  also  Broxbourne.  Grayling 
gudgeon,  dace,  Ac.,  may  be  taken,  whilst  the  Stort,’ 
being  under  the  Mundella  Act,  will  be  open  for  all  kinds 
of  coarse  fishinar  on  June  16.  Thursday  evening  :  Water- 
in  Navigation  Canal  and  some  parts  of  the  old  river  in 
fair  condition.  Weather  still  unsettled. — Spliced 
Joint. 

Lugrg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  a  nice  colour,  but  are  gone 
down  ;  the  ram  soon  ran  off,  but  it  greatly  improved 
the  prospects  for  fishing.  The  May-fly  has  run  up  thick 
on  the  water,  and  the  trout  have  risen  at  them  freely  ; 
they  are  now  getting  scarce,  and  sport  will  be  dull  for  a’ 
day  or  two  until  the  trout  have  got  over  their  gorge  of 
May-fly.  A  fair  niiiiiber  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  have 
used  the  Orl,  Grey  Drake,  Yellow  Dun,  Pale  Blue,  and 
Spinners,  and  several  very  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been 
landed  in  both  streams.  The  Pinsley  is  now  running 
char  and  low  ;  sport  in  it  impiroved  of  late, — Gwynne 
Lug-g,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland)  — 
Elvers  are  now  low  and  very  clear.  The  May-fl/  season 
of  itsy2  may  be  said  to  be  virtually  over  (altnough  a  few 
stray  flies  are  still  r  sing)  ;  it  has  been  the  best  for  some 
yea  8.  Good  spoit  has  been  the  rule,  and  many  heavy 
ba  ketsmade  of  tine  tish,  fat  and  lusty,  and  full  of  tight. 
Thi  Giey  Drake  will  be  out  for  a  few  days  longer, 
be.rides  which  Orl  or  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Orange 
Palmer,  Sky  Blue,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Black  Gnat  and  Stone 
Fly  by  day,  with  fellow  Dun  (female).  Caddis,  Spinners, 
Owls,  and  Coachman  for  evening.  Minnow-  fishing 
should  tow  beat  its  best,  but  nights  and  mornings  are 
cold,  the  wind  being  mostly  in  the  direction  of  north. 
There  is  a  splendid  crop  of  trout  fry  to  be  seen  in  each 
of  the  streams — E.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Bye,  Sec.  (Yorkshire).— The 
nige  rains  continue  to  improve  angling  prospects  all 


round.  The  Miy-fly  carnival  is  on  the  wane,  we  having 
had  a  steady  rise  for  nearly  a  fortnight  now.  The  best 
baskets  have  been  made  on  the  Eyedale  streams  by  those 
who  caught  the  first  hatch  of  this  insect,  and  some 
heavy  fish  have  fallen  to  some  who  fished  the  natural, 
especially  on  tlie  Pickering,  Beck,  and  Costa.  Knotted 
Midge,  Alder  FJy,  and  Blue  Partridge  are  rendering 
fair  account  on  the  Upper  Derwent  and  Eyedale  streams. 
Dace  fishing  on  the  Ouse  w-ith  fly  continues  to  afford 
good  sport,  and  some  good  baskets  are  being  made, 
especially  early  morning  and  evening. — -Eonald. 

Sea  and  River  Fishing  at  Plymouth.— Wo  have 
been  favoured  with  lovely  weather  this  last  week,  and 
the  sea  has  been  smooth.  Pishing  of  all  kinds  is  in  full 
swing,  but  I  have  not  yet  beard  of  any  bass.  There  are 
some  fine  pouting  being  caught  near  the  Mallard  Buoy, 
h or  this  sort  of  sport  you  must  anchor  the  boat  either 
with  a  stone  or  small  grapnel  about  500  yards  to  the 
west  of  tlio  Mallard.  The  spot  is  about  sixteen  fathoms 
®®ep-  ^Use  a  twenty-fathom  line  with  a  ohopstiok  having 
a  No.  6  hook  at  each  end  to  single  gut  baited  with  a  small 
piece  of  ragworm.  With  four  such  linos  in  a  boat,  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  dozen  fish  can  be  taken  in  an  after¬ 
noon.  The  best  time  of  the  tide  is  the  slack  time  at 
dead  low  water  or  tho  top  of  the  flood.  There  are 
several  places  all  along  the  south  coast  where  this  kind 
of  sport  can  be  had.  The  same  rig  can  be  used  for  flat 
fish  or  chad.  We  have  had  a  few  showers,  but  still 
want  more  rain  to  make  our  rivers  in  what  1  call  good 
order.  Some  fine  salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  Dart 
and  the  Tamar,  but  the  baskets  of  trout  have  been  small 
— William  Heardeb. 

Severn  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nscxi).  All  our  rivers  are  ag’ain  at  a  very  low  ebb, 
owing  to  the  protracted  drought.  Only  very  experienced’ 
anglers  can  now  take  fish,  and  on  Thursday  morning-  last 
Mr.  George  (A.  in  the  Field)  was  hoard  to  declare  on  the 
railway  platform  at  Llanymynech  that  throughout  his 
very  long  experience  he  had  never  seen  the  rivers  so  low 
so  early  in  the  year  or  so  many  May-flies  as  during  the 
present  season.  The  fish  got  so  glutted  with  the 
natural  fly  that  they  turn  up  their  noses  at  the  very 
best  made  artificial  ones. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  rain  has  been 
very  partial  in  the  soutli,  and,  although  falling  heavily 
has  only  temporarily  increased  the  volume  of  water.  A 
friend  sends  a  record  of  three  days’  outing  in  some  of 
the  northern  streams,  resulting  in  fourteen  and  a  half 
brace  of  fish,  but  none  weighed  over  lloz.,  and  this 
whore  last  season  fish  up  to  ten  brace  a  day  were 
not  unfrequent.  The  old  tale,  low  water  and  lading  the 
pools.  Anglers  on  the  Bother  have  been  fairly  success¬ 
ful  according  to  the  stock.  Two  brace  of  fish,  averao-- 
ing  14oz.  were  taken  on  Tuesday,  but  here  float  fishing 
is  the  general  modus  operandi,  and  but  few  barred  ooarte 
fish  are  returned  to  the  water.  Angling  prospects  for 
the  opening  are  rosy  if  one  may  judge  by  the  quantity 
of  fi-lito  lie  seen  in  tho  bright  water.  Some  good  trout 
are  located  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  Ouse,  a  fish  of 
l4lh.  was  recently  taken  while  chubbing.  From  private 
waters  in  West  Sussex  from  three  to  four  brace  a  day 
are  recorded,  going  from  lOoz.  to  14oz.  A  few  mullet 
have  been  taken  in  the  harbours,  but  bass  have  not  given 
sport.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — No  rain  for  sometime.  Eivors 
all  very  low.  A  spat  lasted  two  days  some  weeks  ago 
and  now  it’s  all  gone,  and  fishing  is  a  failure.  1  hearil 
of  two  gents  who  went  on  Exmoor,  hut  w-ere  not  in 
time  ;  the  rivers  ran  back  before  they  reached  there.  I 
have  only  heard  of  one  fresh  fish  (salmon).  Many  of  the 
kelts  left,  and  are  taken  to  send  to  friends.  Trout  all 
dying,  the  waters  are  so  low  and  hot.  Great  contempt 
is  expressed  at  the  Exe  and  Bari  case  the  other  day.  it 
18  thought  the  landlord  of  the  hotel  should  have  told 
gentlemen  staying  there  a  licence  is  required.  I  know  of 
no  other  river  here  so  taxed,  and  it  is  hard  for  a  stranger 
to  come  down  here  and  be  caught  so  sharply.  I  hear 
that  night  liners  are  not  detected,  but  gentlemen 
strangers  only  watched.  Otter  hunting  is  no  good— no 
scent,  and  water  seems  uninhabited— gone  to  the  sea  — 
Eusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigansliire).— Still  no  rain, 
and  the  river  almost  dried  up.  The  slight  showers  wo 
had  a  fortnight  ago  did  not  increase  tho  water  pei- 
ceptibly,  hence  no  sport  until  we  have  had  several  davs 
heavy  rain. — H. 

Teme  (Knighton).- In  this  district  the  water  has 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  now  running  low.  The 
weather  has  been  fine,  and  the  fish  have  risen  well  at  the 
Orl,  Grey  Drake,  Governor,  Coch-y-bondhu,  and  Black 
Gnat.  Angling  has  been  quiet,  a  few  fish  have  been 
taken  in  the  preserved  water  with  the  fly.  May-fly  has 
begun  to  disappear,  and  fishing  will  be  slow  for"a  time. 

— G.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  now  running  clear, 
but  low,  although  the  late  rain  improved  the  water  for 
angling.  The  tish  have  been  rising  well  this  week  at 
the  Coeh-y.bondhu,  Governor,  Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  Pale 
Dun,  Grey  Drake,  Black  Gnat,  and  White  Winged 
Coachman.  May-fiy  has  been  on  thick,  but  have  now 
bGguii  to  go  off,  and  tho  tish  appear  to  be  gorged  with 
them,  and  sport  may  be  expected  to  be  quiet  for  a  short 
time  until  they  have  got  over  the  feed.  Minnow  fishing 
has  been  tried  with  success.  Bottom  fishing  has  been 
tried  with  the  worm  and  maggot.  In  the  water  near  tie 
Paper  Mills,  Mr.  Watkins  landed  a  tine  trout  with  the 
fiy.  The  fish  scaled  31b.  Mr,  E.  Crundell  took  some 
nice  trout  with  the  Cadow.  ISome  of  the  fish  scaled  lib. 
each.  In  the  Hucks  Barn  water,  Mr.  George  was  fish¬ 
ing,  and,  while  attempting  to  catch  a  Cadow,  he  fell  in 
the  river  with  a  splash,  Fortunately,  he  was  able  to 
get  out  safely.  In  the  Oakley  Park  water,  some  very 
nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  tiken  with  the  fly.  In  the 
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Ludford  water,  eport  has  been  grood,  and  some  fine  trout 
landed.  Near  Ashford,  sport  has  been  good  with  the 
Cadow  and  Orl,  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledw^che 
are  all  clear,  and  in  good  order  for  angling,  in  tne 
Corve,  some  very  nice  trout  have  been  landed  with  the 
Cadow,  and  sport  has  been  had  with  the  worm  and 
maggot.  In  the  Ledwyche  some  good  fish  have  been 

taken.  Sport  in  the  Ony  is  quiet.— S.  Ludlow.  ^ 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  foi 
either  fly  or  minnow  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  tine 
and  suitable  for  angling,  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been 
out.  The  fish  have  risen  well  at  the  Orl,  Coch-y-bonnhu, 
Governor,  Sp’nners,  Black  Gnat,  and  Coachman.  May¬ 
fly  fishing  has  been  very  good,  and  some  very  fine  trout 
have  been  landed.  On  Tuesday  some  good  fish  were 
landed  with  the  Coch-y-bondhii  and  May-fly.  The  icea, 
Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  low,  and  sport  in 
them  slow  at  present, — Worcester.  _ 

XJsk  (Usk). — Anglers  have  been  in  constant  atten¬ 
dance  on  the  river  the  past  week,  although  the  water  is 
verv  low  for  salmon  fishing.  Friday,  Col,  Waddilove 
had’  one,  101b.  Saturday,  Gen.  Sir  C.  L.  Barnard, 
K.O.B.,  one,  13^1b.  :  Mr.  W.  Stone,  one,  121b.  Monday, 
H.  E.  Cole,  one,  201b.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken  by 
up  stream  fishing  with  the  worm.  It  is  a  freshet  that 
is  required  as  there  are  abundance  of  salmon  on  the 
lower  reaches. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  Sport  on 
these  rivers  has  been  of  a  very  variable  character,  more 
especially  has  this  been  the  case  on  the  Wye.  I  have 
only  heard  of  one  really  good  lot  being  taken  on  that 
stream,  viz.,  a  basket  of  fifteen  brace  by  two  brothers, 
Messrs.  Stanley,  of  Manchester.  On  most  days  there 
has  been  a  splendid  rise  of  May-fiy.  Sport  has  been 
much  better  on  the  various  reaches  of  the  Derwent,  a 
good  many  heavy  baskets  having  been  made.  The  best 
fish  has  again  come  from  the  Matlock  water,  this  being 
a  beauty  of  31b.  2oz.  taken  with  the  artificial  Drake,  by 
Mr.  H.  Lowe,  from  the  Birchwood  stream.  A  pretty  dish 
of  three  brace  were  taken  at  Matlock  Bath,  by  a  local 
angler  last  night.  The  May-fly  is  about  over,  the  best 
time  now  for  fibbing  are  the  early  mornings  and  evenings, 
when  the  fish  rise  well.  Sport  during  the  coming  week 
should  be  good.— Dotterel. 


Scotch  Reports. 


Altiiacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iiairg, 

N  B  )  —On  Monday  week  Mr.  P.  W.  Campbell,  Perth, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  ninety  trout,  2.51b. ;  Messrs.  Lupton  and 
Stewart,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Gama,  thirty-eight  trout, 
15ilb.  ;  and  Messrs.  Cox,  London,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
twenty  seven  trout,  lljlb.,  and  a  Salmo  ferox  oi  db.  On 
Tuesday,  Messrs.  Cox,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-two  trout, 
lOJlb. ;  Messrs.  Lupton  and  Stewart,  on  Loch  Urigdl, 
lOi  trout,  20Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  on  Loch  'Veyatie, 
forty-eight  trout,  15|lb.  On  Wednesday,  Messrs. 
Lupton  and  Stewart,  on  Loch^  Cama,  eighty  trout, 
261b. :  Messrs.  Cox,  on  Loch  Urigill,  100  trout,  251b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Campbell,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  eighty  trout,  261b. 
On  Thursday,  Messrs.  Lupton  and  Stewart,  on  Urigill, 
107  trout,  331b.  ;  and  Blr.  Campbell,  on  Loch  Cama, 
seventy-six  trout,  271b.  On  Friday,  Messrs.  Lupton 
and  Stewart,  on  Cama,  eighty-one  trout,  23.Hb.  ;  and 
Mr.  Campbell,  on  Urigill,  107  trout,  351b.  ^  On  Saturday, 
Messrs.  Lupton  and  Stewart,  on  Urigill,  108  trout, 
28.>lb. ;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  on  Cama,  forty-two  trou./, 
ISib.,  the  heaviest  weighing  31b.  Total  basket  for  the 
week,  1081  trout  and  one  ferox,  aggregating  in  all 
35211b.-McB.  .  ,  ,  , 

Border  Esk.— The  recent  rains  have  improved  the 
condition  of  this  river,  and  sea  trout  are  asi^ndii^  iu 
large  numbers.  In  one  pool  alone  over  forty  have  been 
seen,  therefore  only  a  “fresh”  is  required  to  put  the 
river  in  good  order.  Several  sea  trout  have  been  caught 
ill  the  Liddle,  and  a  number  of  yellow  trout  in  some  of 
the  smaller  tributaries,  notably  in  the  Wauchope,  which 
ioins  the  Esk.  In  this  little  stream  some  good  creels 
have  been  got,  the  best  one  by  Mr.  J.  Barnfather,  of 
Langholm.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  W._  Graham  had 
three  sea  Irout  in  the  Liddle;  on  Friday  Mr.  John 
Graham  had  one  sea  trout  in  the  Byreburnfoot  water  ; 
Mr.  Todrik,  Haddington,  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys 
Hotel  Canonbio,  was  again  successful  in  creeling  a  sea 
trout  in  the  Cauldron  pool ;  Messrs.  D.  Murray,  Cauon- 
hie  and  W.  Graham,  Crookholm,  have  also  had  sea 
trout  both  in  the  Liddle  and  Esk  ;  Mr.  K.  Bough ty, 
Bvrehurnfoot,  bad  a  sea  trout  in  the  Canonhie  water 
and  a  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Westerkirk.  On  Friday 
Mr.  T.  Irving  caught  two  sea  trout  in  the  Langholm 
water,  one  over  31b.  Among  others,  Mr.  John  Graham, 
of  Hollows  Hill  Gate,  has  had  a  few- takes  of  sea  trout 
in  the  middle  reaches.  Although  the  river  is  i™' 

proved  it  is  still  below  its  normal  volume.  Should  the 
rainy  season  set  in  this  will  undoubtedly  be  a  ‘  visitor  s 
year,”  as  the  new  rules  are  much  more  stringent  than 
formerly. — W.  A.  ,  ,• 

Borgie,  (Sutherland,  N.B.). — Little  or  no  angling 
done,  but  the  net  salmon  fishers  are  doing  well  at  the 
estuary.  On  Saturday  week  the  first  grilse  of  the  season 
was  caught :  it  weighed  about  3jro.  McB. 

Freadalblane  Arms,  Aberfeldy.— Mr.  Bain  fished 
Loch-na-Craig,  and  got  twenty  trout  yesterday.— A.  N. 

Carron  (Easter  Rossi.— The  only  suocessiul  angler 
on  this  river  at  present  is  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith,  of  Glen- 
calvie,  wlio  landed  four  salmon  in  the  course  of  the  past 
week.  The  lower  beats  have  been  deserted  by  anglers 
owing  to  lack  of  water. — McB. 

Cassley  (Roseball,  N.B  ).— On  Tuesday  this  week 
a  nice  .salmon  was  caught  on  the  lower  heats.  McB. 

Cuilfail  Hotel  Waters  (Kilmelford,  N.B  ). 
May  23,  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  twelve  trout ;  Mr.  Penman 


and  Mr.  Vaughan,  151  trout.  May  21,  Messrs.  Hutchin¬ 
son  seventy  sea  fish  ;  Mr.  Penman  and  Mr.  Vaughan, 
twenty  trout.  May  25,  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  fifteen 
trout  ■  Mr.  Penman  and  Mr.  Vaughan,  ten  trout  ;  Dr. 
Peacock  and,  Mr.,  Dickson  Gourook,  thirty  seven  trout. 
May  26,  Dr’.  Peacock  and  Mr.  Dickson,  Gourock,  137 
trout.  May  27,  Mr.  Penman,  fourteen  trout ;  Dr. 
Peacock,  forty-one  trout.  May  29,  Dr.  Peacock  and  Mr. 
Penman,  thirty-six  trout.  J.  McF.  „  ,  .  ,, 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— A  good  flood  is  greatly 
needed  The  river  is  at  present  lower  than  ever.  Pair 
sport  has  been  got  on  tho  Ballater  and  Invercauld 
waters  On  the  latter  section  Sir  Algernon  Borthwick, 
Bart  M.P.,  whose  lease  has  just  expired,  in  four  days 
last  week,  creeled,  along  with  his  party,  fourteen,  fifteen, 
seven,  and  seven  fish,  scaling  from  S.^lb  to  221b.— the 
latter  the  heaviest  fish  killed  m  the  higher  reaches  of 
the  Dee  this  season.  On  the  Fife  water,  Mr.  D. 
McNab  had  a  salmon  of  db.  on  Friday,  while 
some  excellent  trouting  has  been  done  on  the  main 
stream  iu  this  district,  and  on  the  Cluny.  On 
the  Balmoral  and  Birkhall  reaches.  Her  Majesty’s 
guests  and  the  officers  of  her  Guard  of  Honour  have 
had  fair  sport  considering  the  abnormally  bad  conditions 
under  which  angling  is  presently  being  conducted.  On 
the  Invercauld  Ballater  reaches,  Mr.  Coupland  landed 
two  of  81b.  and  101b.  ;  one,  of  81b.  ;  and  two,  of  71b.  and 
101b’  ■  while  Colonel  Younger  had  two,  of  71b.  and  91h.  ; 
one  'of  81b. ;  one,  of  G^b. ;  two,  of  51b.  and  81b. ;  and  two, 
of  5.Uh  and  Gib.  On  the  Glen  Tana,  Aboyne,  Kin¬ 
cardine  O’Neil,  Banchory,  and  lower  reaches  an  occa¬ 
sional  fish  is  being  got  Trouting  is  being  prosecuted 
with  marked  success,  Mr.  Obel,  Aberdeen,  MacKay 
Blaoklaws,  Kincardine  _  O’Neil,  having  nightly  good 
baskets  of  prime-conditioned  fash.  List  week  was  the 
best  week  on  the  coast  netting  stations  since  the  season 
opened  Fish  were  plentiful.  Grilse  are  coming  in 
more  freely.  A  good  few  have  been  got  in  the  Dee  dis¬ 
trict,  scaling  from  21b.  to  31h.  bea-trout  are  falling  oS 

in  numbers. — DBESmEB.  -kt  j,  -n,  i  j-  xt,  i 

Deveron  (BanfFshire).— Notwithstanding  the  low 
state  of  water  in  the  Deveron  the  recent  rains  have 
given  an  impetus  to  fishing.  On  tho  tidal  and  several  of 
the  middle  waters  a  few  trout  have  been  got,  but  as 
vet  not  a  clean  salmon  or  grilse  his  fallen  to  the  rod. 
Pish  are  now  getting  up  to  the  oruives.  On  the  coast 
the  fishing  is  also  showing  signs  of  reviving.  For  the 
latter  half  of  the  past  week,  and  the  first  half  of  the 
present,  six  boxes  of  salmon  were  consigned  to  the 
markets.  Thecurrent  price  is  Is.  hJ.  per  lb.— H.  W. 

Don  (AherdeensKire).— Never  in  the  memory  of 
any  living  inhabitant  has  this  river  been  seen  so  low.  I 
do  not  believe  a  single  clean  fish  has  hem  killed  above 
the  dykes  this  season,  and  now  if  a  flood  comes  it  is  the 
wrong  time  of  year  for  many  fish  to  run,  and  this  1 3  a  very 
poor  Lilse  river.  Owing  to  the  low  bright  water,  very 
little  has  been  done  with  the  trout.  I  got  a  good  basket 
a  few  days  ago -twenty-five  trout  15Ub  ,  in  very  fine 
condition,  one  a  fine  fellow  of  2jlb  I  killed  them  all 
with  fly  an  Irish  pattern  called  the  Orange  Grouse  Blue 
Hackle.’  This  fly  is  tied— dirty  orange  body  and  grouse 

hackle;  no  tinsel.— Kintobb. 

Forsinard.— During  last  week,  Mr.  Alport,  Mr. 
Atkinson  and  Mr.  Draper  had  good  sport  on  the  lochs 
in  connection  with  this  hotel.  Earn  is  wanted  to  give 
a  little  colouring  to  the  water,  when  sport  would  im- 

^^Heimsdale  (Helmsdale).— The  river  is  still  very 
low  Pools  are  so  circumscribed  that  no  one  could 
know  them  except  by  landmarks.  The  shoals  of  salmon 
in  the  bay  daily  swimming  at  short  distances  trom  the 
shore  are  worth  seeing;  they  keep  in  close  contact, 
and  evidently  have  their  leaders,  as  those  in 
front  leap  out  of  the  water  now  and  again. 
Loch  fishing  is  doing  wonderfully  well  considering  the 
low  condition  of  the  lochs.  Mr  E  B.  Muir  and  Mr 
Briscoe  were  at  Badenloch,  and  had  exceptionally  good 
sport,  averaging  when  out  thirty-four  per  day  and  on 
some  days  they  even  exceeded  that,  and  in  the  fortnight 
ending  Saturday  last  they  killed  28 11b. _  trout.  The 
heaviest  trout  landed  was  one  of  71b.,  got  m  Loch  Eums- 
dale  The  best  killing  flies  were  the  Zulu  and  the  Eed 
Spider.  All  the  salmon  in  the  lochs  are  clear  of  disease, 
while  the  river  is  worse  than  ever.  A  gentleman  at 
Suisgill  the  other  day  took  out  seven  salmon  one  mass 
of  fungus  and  had  them  burned.  The  netsmen  had  some 
very  good  hauls  of  salmon  during  the  week,  and  three 
more  grilse  were  got,  but  until  rain  comes  those  fish  will 
not  show  in  strength.  Herrings  are  very  numerous  on 
this  coast  now,  and  promise  good  takes  during  tlie 

season. — S.  C.  ,  ^  ht 

Incbnadampli.— May  23rd,  Messrs.  Bird  and  Mor¬ 
gan,  Gillaroo,  nineteen  trout,  81b  ;  Mr.  MaoEwen,  Looh 
Awe,  twenty-six  trout,  81b. ;  24th,  Messrs.  Bird  and 
Morgan.  Loch  Awe,  forty-six  trout,  lolb. ;  Mr.  Mac- 
Ewen,  Loch  Assynt,  seventeen  trout.  Sib.  ;  one  jerox, 
21b.  ;  2.5th,  Mr.  Morgan,  Loch  Assynt,  seventeen  trout, 
71b.*  Mr.  Bird,  on  same  loch,  thirty-four  trout,  Saib.; 
Mr’.  ’MacEwen,  Loch  Awe,  thirty-six  trout,  IBh.  ;  26th, 
Messrs.  Cox,  Loch  Assynt,  forty  trout,  181b.  :  Messrs. 
Bird  and  Morgan,  Loch  Awe,  forty  trout,  lilb. ;  2Jbb, 
Messr.s.  Cox,  Loch  Assynt,  sixty  trout,  20lb. ;  Mr.  Cook- 
son,  Mid  Assynt,  thirty-nine  trout,  12.Uh.— A.  bUTHEE- 

Xnverness-sliire  "Waters.  —  Considering  the  low 
state  of  the  water,  good  sport  has  been  got  lately  on  a 
number  of  lochs  and  rivers.  Parties  staying  at  Jmver- 
garry  had  baskets  of  trout  weighing  from  201h.  down- 
wards*  Mr.  Annan  from  Invermoriston  had  a  basket, 
on  Friday,  of  sixty-eight  trout,  weighing  281b.,  seventeen 
of  them  being  J-pounders.  Mr.  Annan  is  a  most  success¬ 
ful  angler  with  both  salmon  and  trout.  Mr.  Eastwood, 
staying  at  Lovat  Arms,  Fort  Augustus,  fishing  on  Loch 


Tarff,  on  Monday,  landed  fifty-three  trout.  The  fish 
were  by  no  means  large,  but  altogether  it  was  a  fair 
day’s  sport.  Mr.  Flasket,  staying  at  the  same  house,  is 
enjoying  good  trout  fishing  on  Looh  Ness.  On  the 
Beauly,  Mr.  Eadcliffe  killed  two  nice  salmon  on  Mon^y. 
The  net  fishing  on  river  Ness  is  improving  slightl;^  len 
fish  were  got  on  Dochfour  water,  and  eight  at  Friar  s 

Shot.— Hison.  ^  L  ■  . 

Isla  (Perth). — Last  week  the  Isla  and  its  tributaries 
were  in  good  ply,  and  their  sport  good.  At  preseiH  the 
streams  are  very  low.  Little  has  been  done  1  his  we_ek,  but 
towards  the  end  of  last  tho  following  had  good 
sport  — On  Lower  Isla,  James  Burnett  had  two  trout, 
weighing  fully  lilb.  each  ;  and  many  others  had  as  good. 

On  Upper  Isla,  Messrs.  Bulk,  Alyth,  and  Forrester, 
Dundee,  had  about  160  ;  Messrs.  J.  M.  Muir,  E.  Wilson 
D.  Maegeorge,  and  W.  S.  Smyth,  sixty-four  brace  good 
trout.  Good  baskets  wore  also  got  by  Messrs.  W.  ^rant, 

M.  Clark,  and  A.  Scott,  Blairgowrie.  0“  ™e  -^rdle 
affluent  there  was  very  good  sport,  Mr.  Shepherd,  ot 
Balnakeilly,  landing  a  beauty  from  Curran  loch.  On 
the  Kerbitt,  Mr.  Chalmers  got  a  fine  trout  of  fully  2^10. 

On  Brewlands  loch,  Mr.  Croekatt,  and  friend  got  twenty- 
four  brace,  averaging  nearly  Jib.  each,  aud  Mr.  J.  Japp 
had  twelve  brace.  On  Auchmchapel  loch,  Messrs.  Bulk 
and  Forrester  got  twenty  good  trout,  though  not  so  large 
as  is  usually  got  from  the  loch.  All  the  above  takes 
were  with  fly,  of  which  numerous  kinds  were  tried.— 

^Kvle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).— Mr. 

J  MacLennan,  Mr.  D.  Mackenzie,  and  others  have  been 
m’aking  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout,  which  average  about 
lib.  each.  The  net  salmon  fishings  are  daily  improving. 

It  is  estimated  that  from  all  the  fishing  stations  put 
together,  including  the  Skibo  fishings  on  Dorno^  Firlli, 
fuUy  24  cwt.  of  salmon  had  been  despatched  to  Billings¬ 
gate  in  the  course  of  the  week. — McB. 

Lairg  (N.B.).— The  weather  during  the  past  week 
has  been  rather  unfavourable  for  angling  in  these  parts. 

A  considerable  amount  of  rain  has  fallen,  which  we 
hope  will  improve  the  fishing.  Mav  23,  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Paradox,  Merkland,  sixteen  ;  Messw.  Elliot 

and  Stobart,  Griam,  forty-one,  131b.  24th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Paradox,  Mid-Shin,  twenty-one  111b.;  Messrs. 
Elliot  and  Stobart,  Griam,  twenty-three 
Eusor,  Merkland,  six,  4lb.  25th,  Mr.  A.  Paradox, 
Griam,  seventeen,  61h. ;  Mr.  F.  C.Crawfo^,  Hill-Loch, 
twenty,  71b.  ;  Messrs.  Elliot  and  Stobart,  Griam,  thirty- 
five  121b.  20th,  Messrs.  Elliot  and  Stobart,  Griam, 
fifty  131b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paradox,  Flag,  nine,  51b. 
27th’  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paradox,  Hill-Looh,  fifty-five,  IMh- : 
Messrs.  Stobart  and  Elliot,  Merkland,  twenty-one,  71b. 

— Jkanie  Mackat. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— The  weather 
of  the  past  week  has  been  cold.  0“  Tuesd^  and 
Wednesday  fair  sport  was  had  on  Looh  Shin  by  Messrs. 
Gundy,  Winn,  and  Woods.  On  'Thursday  Mr.  Peasant 
killed'^ eleven  trout.  On  Friday  Col.  Copeland  caught 
eleven  trout  on  Loch  Shin,  and  Mr.  Peasant  ten  trout. 
On  Friday,  Mr.  P.  Castle,  fishing  Loch  Beannoch, 
caught  eight  trout  weighing  SJlb.  On  Saturday,  Col. 
Copeland  made  a  good  basket,  the  first  of  t!ie  season, 
on  Loch  Cracail-thirty-one  trout  weighing  10|lb.: 
Mr.  Peasant  caught  five  trout,  ^3ilb.,  on  Loofi 
Beannoch.  On  Monday,  fishing  Loch  Shin,  Col. 
Copeland  caught  thirteen  trout  weighing  4ilb. ;  Mr 
Peasant,  on  the  same  loch,  caught  sixteen  trout 
weighing  7ilb. — J.  Y. 

Locb  Doon. — Mr.  Graham,  Manchester,  out  from 
Eglinton  Hotel,  on  25th,  creeled  three  dozen  and  four 
trout,  weighing  111b.  5oz.  From  same  hotel,  on  27th, 
Mr  Harvey  had  in  forenoon  two  dozen  trout,  ine  ac. 
Mir’in  Club,  Paisley,  had  a  competition  here  on  27th,  when 
ten  members  competed  out  of  three  boats.  Total  catch, 
109  trout.  The  prize-takers  were :  1st,  John  S. 
Eadie;  2nd,  E.  S.  Wallace;  3rd,  J.  Hodgart.  On 
Monday  list  it  rained  all  day,  although  the  lochs 
are  not  in  any  way  affected  by  it.  _  We  have  had 
a  quiet  week  so  far,  as  our  English  friends  have  now 
gone  home,  after  their  holidays.  The  lochs  are  still 
in  fine  order  for  fishing,  and  the  weather  for  the  last 
two  days  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  local 
anglers  are  having  good  sport.  On  account  of  the  un¬ 
precedented  dry  and  warm  season  we  have  had,  ttie 
fish  never  were  in  better  condition-  strong,  tat,  and 
extra  well  flavoured.  The  Uddingstone  Angling  Club 
competes  here  on  Saturday  first.— Jas.  Macdonalo. 

Looh  Earn.— Fishing  on  the  Lochearnhead  Hotel 
water,  the  following  baskets  were  got,  viz. ;— May  22, 
Col.  McHardy,  twenty-five 

twenty  trout  and  two  char.  May  23,  Col.  McHardy  and 
Miss  Marjorie  McHardy,  seventy-four  trout.  May  ..4, 
Dr.  Eobertson,  forty-eight  trout ;  Miss  Marjorie 
McHardy,  twenty-seven  trout.  May  2o,  Col.  McHardy , 
twenty-seven  trout ;  Dr.  Robertson  and  friend,  nsliing 
one  and  a  half  hours,  caught  sevenbeen  trout  and  two 
char  May  27,  Miss  Marjorie  McHardy,  thirteen  trout 
and  four  char,  in  an  hour.  May  27,  Mr.  E.  Maisey  and 
friend,  out  two  hours,  9  p.m.  to  11  p.m.,  sixteen  trout 
and  five  char.  May  29,  Mr.  E.  Maisey  and  friend,  from 
9  pm  to  11  p.m.,  caught  twenty-two  trout  and  eight 
char.  Others  out  this  night,  but  have  not  got  their 

catch.— Edw.  Maisey.  „  ,  o.-n. 

Loch  Pinles.— Out  from  Eglinton  Hotel,  on  2l)th, 
Messrs.  T.  Harvey  and  A.  S.  Glass  killed  seven  dozen 
and  three  trout,  weighing  20lb.  From  same  hotel,  on 
27th,  Mr.  McCdllnm,  Glasgow,  got  two  dozen  and  three 

**Loch  Katrine  (Trossachs  Hotel).— May  25, 
Eobert  Chrystal  had  thirteen  trout ;  Dr.  Hobson,  nine 
trout.  May  29,  Eobert  Chrystal,  eight  trout;  Dr. 
Hobson,  four  trout. — B.  Blaie. 
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lochleven  (Kinross).-The  demand  for  boats  still 
continues  to  flow  in,  and  all  the  boats  are  now  out 
daily.  Several  showers  have  fallen,  though  the  weather 
generally  has  been  bright  during  the  past  week,  and  the 
water  continues  very  low  and  clear.  A  favourable  wind 
«om  the  east  has  been  of  great  advantage,  and  anglers 
have  had  very  satisfactory  sport  with  fly.  The  results 
ot  the  various  clubs  out  were  asunder  ;  Falkirk  (sixteen 
rods)  s^enty-f our  trout,  501b.  8oz.;  heaviest  basket, 
Mr.  J.  O.  Maoniven  eleven  of  Tib.  13oz.  Edinburgh 
Amateur  (thirteen  rods),  ninety-five  trout  of  721b.  ;  first 
Mr.  R.  P.  ^\ilson,  seventeen,  121b.  12oz.  Pollokshields 
teine  rods)  fifty-three  trout,  331b.  Ooz.  ;  first  Mr.  P 

Glasgow  Clydesdale 
i Olh  Thomson,  fourteen,  of 

121b  8oz.  Glasgow  Wanderers  (twenty-four  rods),  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  trout  of  1131b.  4oz.  ;  first  Mr. 
(j.  Hogg,  eleven  of  81b.  lloz.  Amongst  private 
anglers  out  were  the  following  :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laird, 
London  (three  days)  ninety-one  trout  of  721b.  8oz  • 

days,  had  lOS 
ninety- 

nine  trout  911b.  ;  Mr.  Piekop,  Aberdeen  (three  days), 
terty-nine  trout,  3m.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Peace,  Luscar,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Cameron  Blairingone,  thirty-six  trout,  301b.  ; 
Mr.  Potts,  Lasswade,  twenty-five  trout,  211b.  12oz. ;  Mr 
MOTie,  Edinburgh,  twenty-four  trout,  211b.  12oz.  ;  Mr 
U  Hanlan  Manchester,  twenty-two  trout,  231b.  •  Dr. 
Allum  and  Dr.  McFadyen,  Bridge  of  Allan,  twenty-two 
’  Gaptain  Stanley  Paterson,  twenty- 
six,  211b.— Robt.  W.  LAma. 

annual  competition  of  the 
Rational  Angling  Clubs’  Association  will  bo  held  on 
U  ednesday  next.  The  Gresham  Society  will  be  repre¬ 
sented  by  Mr.  F  R.  Ohlson,  a  well-known  loch  fisher. 

Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  If.B )  —  On 
Monday,  Mr.  MacPherson,  Bridge  Hotel,  in  one-and-a- 

Tuesday,  Mr.  Macin¬ 
tosh  Gledfield  and  Mr.  MacPherson,  half  a  dozen  each 
averaging  about  Jib.  On  Wednesday,  in  five  hours,  Mr’ 
MacPherson  caught  twenty-four  trout,  9Ib.  ;  and  on 
Jiridiy,  in  two  hours,  seven  trout,  31b.— McB. 

Loch  Kaunoch,  IT.B. — Bunbannoch  Hotel  — 

\  ery  stormy  weather,  and  though  the  trout  did  not  rise 
freely,  those  that  were  caught  were  mostly  ot  a  good 
weight  and  in  good  condition.  May  25,  Mr.  Tippet  and 
Mr.  Alexander,  thirty-eight ;  Mr.  Thos.  and  Mr.  M 
Mander  eighteen ;  Mr.  Farrar  (River  Tummel),  fourteen! 
Ihe  following  takes  are  by  anglers  from  Bunrannooh 
Motet  on  Loch  Rannoch ;  Friday,  May  2(1  Mr  F  W 

Saturday! 

May  27,  Mr.  F.  W.  Lewis  Farrar,  fifty-six  trout,  141b.  ■ 
Monday,  May  29,  Mr.  F.  W.  Lewis  Farrar,  twenty- six 
trout  weighing  121b.,  and  one  weighing  2.Ub.,  in  fine  con¬ 
dition  ;luesday,  May  30,  Mr.  F.  W.  Lewis  Farrar, 
Wenty-ttreetroiH;  Mr.  R.  Peddie,  twenty-four  trout; 
Master  Freeland  Barbour,  six  nice  trout. 

Loch  Rannoch  (Dunalastair  Hotel).  —  The 
follovving  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  staying  here  : 
May  24,  Messrs,  Lee  and  Jackson,  Manchester,  on  river 
twenty-teur  trout  ;  Mr.  Evans,  Manchester,  thirteen 
trout ;  Mr.  Brand,  Glasgow,  on  loob,  twenty-eight  trout : 
Messrs.  Shaw  and  Bell,  thirty  trout.  May  25,  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Evans,  on  river,  fifteen  trout;  Mr.  Brand,  ten 
trout,  heaviest  lilb  ;  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Bell,  sixteen 
tront.  May  26  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Mathew  White 
Ridley,  Bart.,  M.P.,and  brother,  on  loeh,  forty-eight 
trout;  Messrs.  Evans  and  Brand, fort^ -one  trout  •  Mr 
C.  Jackson  Manchester,  twenty  trout  and  one  Salmo 
ferox,  weighing  71b.,  which  gave  beautiful  sport  ;  Mr 
't'^“ty-nine  trout;  Messrs.  Shaw 
and  Bell,  twenty-fave  trout.  May  27,  Sir  Mathew  Ridley 
and  brother,  on  loch,  thirty-seven  tront  ;  Mr.  Leo 
twenty-nine  trout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans,  on  river,  ten 
trout ;  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Bell,  on  river,  four  hours  Gib 
May  29  Messrs.  Evans  and  Cowell,  Manchester,  on  loch 
thirty-two  trout.  May  30,  Messrs.  Evans  and  Cowell 
on  river,  twenty  trout.  ’ 

(Kenmore,  Br.B.).-On  the  hotel  water, 

OT  the  23rd,  Mr.  J.  Leigh  caught  nine  trout,  31b.; 
Mr.  J  Dodd  eight  trout,  2|lb. ;  Mr.  W.  Eckersley, 
seven  trout  21b  On  the  24th,  Mr.  W.  Eckersley 
twelve  trout,  4^1b. ;  Mr,  J.  Dodd,  nine  trout,  31b  • 
P*  .  eighteen  trout,  GJlb. ;  Mr.  Wrigley,  eight 

trout,  :yib. ;  25th,  Mr.  Dodd  and  Mr.  Leigh,  twenty 
teouL  8Jlb. ;  26th,  Mr.  Dewhurst,  Mr.  Wrigley,  and 
Mr.  Gerrard,  2olb.  of  trout ;  Mr.  Dodd  and  Mr  Leigh 
twenty-six  trout,  9^1b. ;  on  the  27th,  Mr.  Wrigley’ 
Siventein  trout,  7Jlb.;  Mr.  Dewhurst,  six  trout  21b  ’ 
Naver  (Bettyhill,  Thurso,  H.B.). -River  still  too 
low  tor  salmon  angling.  Mr.  Darwin,  Skilpick  Lodge 
and  others  have  consequently  been  devoting  themselves 
to  trout  angling  on  the  lochs,  which  are  yieldino-  fair 
sport.— McB.  “ 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Still  no  improvement  in  the 
water.  On  the  middle  reaches  it  is  within  an  inch  or 
two  of  the  lowest  recorded  level,  while  away  up 
m  the  Badenoch  district  it  is  said  to  have  never 
been  so  low.  The  only  salmon  caught  during  the  week 
were  two  of  Sib.  and  61b.,  by  Lord  Westmoreland. 

Uu  Monday,  the  Countess  of  Westmoreland  had  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout.  On  the  Isla  (Banffshire)  good 
tronting  has  been  had.  More  than  one  angler  has 
meantime  deserted  the  Spey  for  trout  fishing  on  the 
Skye  lochs,  where  good  tront  fishing  is  a  certainty  just 
now.  The  salmon  net  fishing  on  the  adjacent  coast 
during  the  past  fortnight  has  kept  up  well.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday  rain  was  still  falling  with  a  cold  north  wind 
Tweed  and  Teviot.— The  weather  has  again 
favoured  ns  with  another  change,  and  now  we  are  ex¬ 
periencing  some  very  cold  nights  and  mornings,  with 
sharp  easterly  winds.  With  regard  to  angling  on  these 
rivers  and  others  in  the  Border  district,  there  is  no  im 


provement  to  note.  All  the  streams  have  once  more 
subsided  to  a  very  low  level,  and  are,  as  well,  very  foul. 
Many  anglers  are  out  now  during  the  evening  as  well  as 
dnring  the  dajtime,  but  the  coldness  of  the  atmosphere 
';®'’«^erect  sport  exceedingly  unproductive 
on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot,  a.s  well  by  day  as  by  night. 
Un  the  smaller  tributaries,  a  few  good  takes  have  been 
got  the  best  being  had  by  Dr.  Alexander  MacKenzie, 
Ivelso,  who,  on  two  different  days  last  week,  bad  141b 
and  l<>lb.  on  the  Eden  (about  two  miles  from  Kelso),  all 
killed  with  worm.  On  the  Teviot,  with  the  same  line. 
Ml  James  Affleck,  Clither,  Heiton,  had  a  capital 
basket  of  9„lb.,  one  of  wliich  weighed  Ijlb.  ;  on  this 
same  stream  Mr.  James  Rutherford,  National  Bank  of 
Scotland,  Kelso,  had  a  very  nice  basket,  including  one 
specimen  of  a  handsome  tront,  which  turned  the  scales  at 
tlie  Tweed  Mr.  T.  Pringle  has  had  two  baskets 
+  1  Sprowston  angler  had,  I  under- 

Stand,  olb.  last  Monday  with  worm  and  creeper.  The 
above  takes  are  the  best  since  last  report ;  of  course 
many  smaller  takes  have  been  got,  but  they  are  too  small 
^  T Gii  Thursday  last,  on  the  Upper  AVhit- 

adder,  Mr.  Hugh  Simpson,  Leith,  between  Johnseleuoh 
and  Mill  Knowe,  had  the  very  fine  dish  of  13, ‘lb.,  all 
killed  with  worm.  On  the  Bowmont  recently  Mr.  Reid, 
Mindriim  School-house,  had  three  dozen  and  a  half  of 
very  fine  trout,  also  taken  with  worm.  A  flood  is  now 
very  •“Boh  wanted  indeed,  and  fishing  must  remain  posi- 
ti^vely  bad  until  we  have  one,  but  at  present  there  i.s  not 
the  lainteit  appearance  of  anything  of  the  kind ;  the 
glass  IS  high  and  steady,  and  the  wind  n’e  — 
Maxwheel. 

Cottage).-24th,  Mr.  Steed, 
81b. ;  Mr.  Clark,  AVigan,  5)lb. ;  Mr.  Jardine,  Manchester, 
seveiueen  trout.  25th,  Mr.  Jardine,  thirty-two  trout 
Mr.  Clark,  4^1b.  2Gth,  Mr.  Steed,  twenty-three;  Mr 
Jardine,  forty-one ;  Mr,  Groundwater,  fourteen ;  Mr 
o,,,  ’  29th,  A.  M.  Martin,  Esq.,  London 

§2  ‘  Siib.  ;  (lolonel  Riddle,  London,  31b. 

oJ";  Thompson,  Edinburgh,  31b 

Steed,  3ilb.;  Mr 

V Mck  m.  ;  Mr.  Thompson,  IJlb.  River  low  and  clear 
— K.  J.  Fenton. 


Irish  Reports. 


Balliuderi'y.  ^^Still  the  hackneyed  cry  of  “  No  rain, 
and  no  sport,”  and  it  is  only  the  most  expert  anglers  that 
can  do  any  thing  with  the  artificials.  Many  have  resorted 
to  night  fishing,  and  in  this  way  on  the  Desertcreight 
reaches  a  young  man  named  Moore  killed  eleven  nice 
trout  on  Monday  night.  On  the  Tullyleggan  preserves 
on  Monday,  fishing  the  natural  Black  Ely,  the  Messrs. 
Stevenson  bagged  a  score  of  trout.  At  the  time  of 
writing  rain  threatens. 

Bann  (roomehridge).— The  prospect  looks  dreary 
enough  for  the  opening  of  the  salmon-fishing  on  the 
Benn  towards  the  middle  of  this  month.  Since  March 
there  has  been  no  floods,  so  that  many  kelts  yet  remain 
and  young  smolts  cannot  get  away.  ’The  wind  keeps 
steadily  from  the  north-east,  and  the  prospects  of  rain 
is  as  far  off  as  ever.  Brown  tronting  in  the  evenings  on 
the  still  water  is  the  only  sport  now. 

Black-water,  Benburb  (co.  Tyrone).— Angling  in 
daylight  is  a  delusion  and  a  snare— liut  not  to  the  fish. 
On  the  Milltown  reaches,  oa  Thursday  evening,  Mr. 
West  bagged  fourteen  trout,  and  on  the  Benburb  pools 
Mr.  J.  Mills  killed  a  dozen  fish  in  the  evening.  Salmon 
cannot  get  down,  owing  to  the  absence  of  floods.— J.  A  B 

Erne  and  Lough  Melvin.— As  the  rain  fell  last 
week  the  angling  improved  in  proportion,  and  some 
really  good  sport  was  obtained.  On  Melvin  the  baskets 
of  trout  taken  were  first  class,  ranging  from  101b.  to  201b. 
The  first  salmon  taken  on  the  Erne  a  ith  the  rod  was  landed 
on  Wednesday,  by  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  and  weighed  2Llb. 
He  also  landed  a  141b.  fish  the  same  day.  Mr.  W.  L. 
Thomas  had  fair  sport  also.  The  May-fly  on  the  Lough 
Erne  is  beginning  to  fall  off,  and  I  fear  three  or  four  days 
more  will  see  the  end  of  it.  One  trout  of  101b.  was 
taken  last  week  amongst  a  basket  ot  twenty.— M.  R. 

Pinn  (Stranorlar,  co.  Donegal).— If  rain  do  not 
soon  come,  the  season  will  be  a  miserable  failure  on  this 
stream.  This  time  last  year  salmon  were  up,  but  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  none  have  been  seen  as  yet  this  season. 
Local  anglers  make  occasional  bags  of  brown  trout  in 
the  evenings. — J.  A.  B. 

Longh  Currane  (Wateiville,  co.  Kerry).— No 

salmon  have  been  bad  since  last  report.  The  white 
trout  angling  has  declined,  owing  to  calm  water  and  a 
blazing  sun.  The  best  basket  recorded  since  last 
report  contained  twenty-four  trout,  including  four 
white  ones  obtained  by  Mr.  Barton  Sharpe,  who  is 
staying  at  the  Lake  Hotel.  White  trout  continue  to 
arrive  in  good  numbers,  but  a  change  to  rain  is  needed 
to  bring  sport  up  to  the  average. — Thos.  J.  Denneht. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Owing  to  bright 
weather  last  week  was  not  productive  of  much  sport  to 
anglers,  only  a  few  grilse  were  got  on  the  river. 
Although  a  good  many  fish  (salmon  and  grilse)  are  to 
be  seen  sporting  about  in  the  pools.  Trout  fishermsn 
had  a  few  good  days  on  the  Lough,  and  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  wore  obtained  by  Mr.  Faulkner,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Oaton,  and  friends  (two),  and  Mr.  Sykes 
and  friends.  The  latter  gentUmen  had  one  day  four¬ 
teen  fish  weighing  191b.,  largest  trout  sjlb.— Frank 
Heabn.s. 

Moyola  (Castledawson,  South  Derry). — The 

fates  seem  to  have  combined  on  this  stream  to  frustrate 
all  sport.  The  water  is  reduced  to  pools  connected  by  a 
mere  thread.  Not  in  the  memory  of  the  proverbial 
“  oldest  inhabitant  ”  has  it  been  so  low.  'The  only  bag 
worth  chronicling  was  one  of  seven  trout,  61b.,  killed  by 
a  conntry  angler,  on  the  natural  black  fly. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 

A  CoNTEMPORART,”  says  Scribner's  Magazine,"  who 
discourses  from  day  to  day  with  zest,  anil  often  with 
wisdom,  on  all  topics  under  the  sun,  said  something  the 
other  day  about  the  after-dinner  speech.  He  pointed 
out  how  it  must  not  be  wholly  facetious,  nor  frivolous, 
nor  silly,  nor  too  long-winded,  nor  highly  exciting,  nor 
B.^s-vy,  nor  ultra  argumentative,  nor  entirely 
statistical,  nor  in  the  least  rancorous  ;  but  that  it  may 
contain  some  essential  thoughts,  some  strokes  of 
humour,  some  scraps  of  knowledge,  some  bits  of  fancy, 
some  sound  reasons,  some  good  whims,  some  green 
dressing,  and  a  little  fat.” 

****## 

The  dinner  season  is  not  quite  over,  and  if  I  should 
break  down  during  any  of  the  post-prandial  perorations 
which  I  hope  to  be  engaged  in  during  the  coming  week, 
it  will  be  because  Scribner's  Magazine  for  May  did  not 
come  into  my  possession  sooner.  Without  a  doubt  it  is 
the  most  delightful  number  ever  printed — “  a  work  of 
‘‘•’’J'-  ’  It  ‘s  crammed  with  interesting  reading  and 
splendid  illustrations,  and  must  be  seen  to  be  appre¬ 
ciated. 

*##*## 

Talking  of  speeches,  there  will  be  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity  for  practice  next  week,  commencing  on  the  4th 
with  the  annual  dinners  of  the  Battersea  Friendly, 
Sscond  Surrey,  St.  Thomas’s,  and  Havelock  ;  the 

Amicable  Excelsior  and  North  London  on  the  5th ; 

the  Copenhagen,  St.  John’s,  and  Rodney,  on  the  6th  ; 

the  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Burton  Piscatorials,  Stoke 
Newington,  Lady  of  the  Lake,  and  Royal  George,  on  the 
7th  ;  and  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials  on  the  8th.  How 
I  should  like  to  be  present  at  all  these  little  feeds, 
if  only  to  supplement  them  with  “  some  green  dressing 
and  a  little  fat !  ”  ^ 

«^  *  #  *  #  * 

Soon  will  the  gentle  angler  rise 
Before  the  morning  sun 
Has  taken  off  its  nightgown  red, 

It’s  daily  course  to  run ; 

And  hie  him  forth  to  where  he  knows 
There’s  soft  and  yielding  sod. 

And  having  dug  the  bait  he  needs, 

Will  take  his  fishing  rod 
And  other  things  he  wants  for  fish, 

And  go  forth  for  to  try 
If  he  can  catch  one  big  enough, 

So  he  won’t  have  to  lie. 
*##*#* 

Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor, 
Lincolnshire,  recently  fished  what  he  describes  as  “  a 
wee  stream  ”  of  his  own  stocking,  and  regrets  that  on 
account  of  the  clandestine  visits  of  tho  locals  “  there 
are  few  fish  left.”  He  succeeded  in  taking  six  trout 
weighing  6flb._ (largest  2Jlb.,  second  IJlb.).  IFe  should 
have  no  objection  to  fish  his  wee  stream  for  two  or  three 
hours  on  two  or  three  days  a  week.  Stock  up  this  ns — 

I  mean  wee— stream,  Mr,  Ford  of  the  Manor,  and  when 
you  have  given  me  permission  to  explore  or  prospect  it 
I  shall  consider  myself  “  Lord  of  the  Manor.” 

*«•*### 

“What  shall  we  do  with  our  boys?”  is  a  question 
that  has  often  boen  asked  by  the  “heads”  of  depart¬ 
ments.  The  answers,  of  course,  have  been  varied  and 
numerous.  “  Make  them  anglers  !  ”  “  Make  them 
tidy  !  ”  “Send  them  to  sea  !  ”  “  Leave  them  amongst 
the  dessert  while  you  adjourn  for  your  cigar.”  Yet  do 
what  you  will,  “  Boys  will  be  boys.”  To  be  sure  they 
will,  and  men  too — some  day.  But  while  we  are 
responsible  for  the  future  of  our  boys  it  behoves  us  to 
see  that,  in  addition  to  “  food  and  raiment,”  they  should 
receive  “entertainment.” 

#####* 

To  this  end  nothing  could  be  more  appropriate  than 
placing  a  penny  in  a  particular  pocket  where  the  boys 
will  be  sure  to  find  it,  accompanied  with  a  little  note 
(boys  won’t  read  long  letters  !)  informing  them  that  they 
should  order  No.  37  of  Bays,  published  at  St.  Dunstan’s 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  which  contains  an  article 
entitled  “  The  Queen  of  the  Pool,”  by  Henry  M.  Stan- 
ley,  ^  the  African  explorer.  Should  the  boys  be  fisher- 
men’s  boys  the  first  illustration  which  wilt  rivet  their 
attention  will  be  that  on  page  581,  where,  by  moonlight, 
on  the  borders  of  a  beautiful  lake,  a  bevy  of  bare¬ 
backed  blacks  are  sticking  their  spears  into  what 
appears  at  first  sight  to  be  an  enormous  cod !  This 
article  alone  is  worth  the  money.  But  boys  will  have 
a  good  pennyworth,  and  Boys  supplies  this  want,  for 
No.  37  contains  :  “A  Friend  and  a  Foe,”  “Under  the 
Sea  to  the  North  Pole,”  “  The  Humours  of  Smuggling,” 
“Collecting  British  Butterflies,”  “Boys’  Favourite 
Authors,”  “Magical  Mem.s,”  “Cricket  Notes,”  “  Fer- 
rum  Oxide,”  &o.,  &o.  Boys,  buy  it !  You  will  be  sure 
to  continue  it— and,  what  is  more,  send  for  all  the  back 
numbers. 

#  VC  #  Ijj!  # 

“  Dagonet  ”  in  the  Referee  says  “  there  will  presently 
be  a  total  abolition  of  second  class,  and  we  shall  be  all 
first-class  travellers  or  third-class  travellers  on  the  rail¬ 
road  of  life.  If  you  can't  be  first  class,  it  is  ranch 
better  to  be  third  as  things  are  arranged  nowadays. 
You  not  only  get  your  third-class  dining  car,  but  you 
are  catered  for  in  every  possible  way.  The  second  or 
middle  class  people  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  the 
advantages  of  the  rich  or  cultured  classes,  and  they 
cannot  afford  to  accept  tho  advantages  of  the  poor 
or  working  classes.  It  is  a  grand  thing  to  he  able 
to  avail  yourself  of  iree  education,  free  mealsj  free 
libraries,  and  all  the  other  things  that  are  free  in 


428 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  3,  1893 


these  days  of  general  gratianess  ;  and,  now  that  all  the 
luxuries  of  modern  travel  are  to  be  purchased  with  a 
third-class  ticket,  what  can  you  wish  for  more?”  Not 
much,  unless  it  be  good  tackle,  good  baits,  and  a  copy 
of  the  Fishin'j  Oazette. 

'  #  «  •  »  *  * 

Captain  Botton’s  World’s  Water  Show  is  attracting 
all  London.  The  large  lake,  which  now  takes  the  place 
of  Buffalo  Bill’s  arena,  gives  ample  space  for  many 
amusing  aquatic  events.  Small  islands  have  been  made 
which  are  picturesquely  dotted  with  cabins  and  camps, 
and  inhabited  by  ”  real  natives.”  The  most  striking 
object  is-  the  huge  toboggan  slide  down  to  the  water’s 
edge,  and  the  navigation  of  which  is  known  as  shooting 
the  “  chute.” 

#*#*## 

Bt  the  way,  Boyton’s  big  boots  (I  had  almost  said 
“  boats  ”)  should  be  tried  on  the  beautiful  broads  in  the 
fast  approaching  season.  Possessed  of  a  pair  of  these 
“canoes”  (water-tight,  of  course)  anglers  could  afford 
to  smile  at  the  punt  proprietors,  and  quietly — yes,  we 
think  it  would  be  better  done  quietly — walk  to  their 
swims,  without  the  aid  of  a  rye  peck.  The  third-class 
railway  traveller  would  have  to  leave  his  boots  in  the 
luggage  van  should  this  suggestion  be  acted  upon,  for 
it  would  be  found  awfully  inconvenient  in  the  present 
space  allotted  to  ten  passengers — “  five  on  each  side  ” — 
for  each  of  the  ten  to  have  big  bags  of  bream  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  their  “  Boyton  ”  boots  ! 

In  the  spring  the  speckled  beauties 
To  a  bite  of  bait  aspire. 

And  their  active  movements  wake  to 
Ecstasy  the - perverter  of  the  truth. 

*##**# 

The  next  number  of  theP.  G.  will  be  dated  June  10. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  alarmed  at  in  this  announce¬ 
ment ;  but  it  may  be  well  to  remind  coarse  fishermen 
that  the  overhauling  and  refurbishing  process  must  be 
hastened  on  with,  for  in  less  than  another  week  we 
shall  have  celebrated  our  “opening  day.”  A  little 
more  rain,  and  the  fish  forward — what  a  commotion 
there  will  be  ! 

****** 

Though  the  Imperial  Institute  is  as  yet  in  a  very 
incomplete  state,  the  exhibits  at  the  latest  acquisition 
to  our  museums  already  include  some  objects  of  interest 
to  the  fishetmen,  not  the  least  of  which  is  a  very  striking 
collection  of  about  forty  water-colour  drawings  of  the 
sea  fish  around  Port  Jackson,  among  which  are  some  of 
weird  conformation  and  formidable  dimensions.  Of 
actual  stuffed  specimens,  most  of  which  are  yet  to  come 
from  Chicago,  there  is  a  frostfish  from  New  Zealand, 


a  splendid  case  of  trout  from  Tasmania,  and  a  monster 
Atlantic  salmon  from  Quebec.  The  Dominion  further 
shows  two  more  salmon,  a  brace  of  striped  bass,  exceed¬ 
ingly  handsome  fish,  three  small  trout,  a  couple  of  large 
haddocks,  and  two  hake,  the  last  named,  unlike  our  own 
species,  having  a  pair  of  barbules  depending  from 
either  side  of  the  head.  In  the  Cape  section  are  a  pair 
of  large  crayfish,  while  the  Mauritins  contributes  some 
large  freshwater  prawns,  similar  to  those  which  some  of 
us  have  tasted  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  sacred 
Ganges. 

****** 

Monkey  Island  jhas  been  greatly  improved  of  late 
years,  and  the  much-needed  repair  of  the  beautiful 
shootii?g-box  on  the  Island  has  been  attended  to.  In 
fact,  the  whole  building  has  been  palled  down,  and  is 
being  rebuilt  exactly  as  it  originally  appeared,  much  of 
the  beautiful  old  carving,  &c.,  being  preserved  and 
re-used  Mr.  Akery,  of  Windsor,  is  carrying  out  the 
work.  The  famous  “  monkey-room  ”  in  the  Island  hotel 
will  also  be  seen  to  shortly,  as  the  splendid  work  there 
by  Sir  Joshua  Eeynolds  is  becoming  in  very  bad  condi¬ 
tion.  _ Drag  Net. 

OUR  GROUND  BAIT  BAG. 

If  fish  bite  more  readily  and  gambol  near  the  surface 
of  ponds  and  streams,  then  look  out  for  rain. 

Mebbyman  :  “  What  was  the  largest  trout  you  ever 
canght,  Tomkins?  ” 

Tomkins:  “Let’s  seel  What  day  of  the  week  is 
this  ?  ” 

“  Monday,  I  believe  ;  what  in  the  world  has  that  to 
do  with  my  question?  ” 

“Oh,  nothing;  only  I  think  you’d  better  wait  until 
Wednesday,  I  always  like  to  get  as  far  as  possible  from 
Sunday  when  1  tell  about  my  fishing  experiences.” 

“OuB  fishing  club,”  remarked  one  Clerkenwell 
angler  to  another,  “is  to  have  a  discussion  to-night, 
and  I’d  like  to  have  you  hear  it.” 

“  What  is  the  question  ?  ” 

“  How  sober  must  a  man  be  to  have  the  largest  take 
of  fish.” 

Shopkeepee  (to  tackle-maker’s  traveller)  :  Can’t 
give  you  an  order,  quite  overstocked.” 

Traveller  :  “  Let  me,  at  least,  show  you  my 
samples.” 

Shopkeeper  :  Spare  yourself  the  trouble,  I  can’t  look 
at  them.” 

Traveller  :  “Then  will  you  allow  me  to  look  at 
them  myself  ?  It  is  nearly  three  months  since  I  have 
ever  seen  them,  through  not  having  any  rain.” 


Some  men,  says  Uncle  Jake,  is  like  sharks,  werry 
owdacious  ;  an’  some  is  flat,  like  flonndahs,  only  flattah. 
But  dere’s  one  thing  wharin  all  men  is  like  some  kinder 
fish  or  anuddah.  Man  keep  ho  mouf  shet,  he  safe. 
Same  wid  fish. 

“Well,  what  fish  yarn  have  you  now?”  “You 
know  Pickett’s  Brook?”  “  Yes,  1  do.  Forty-pounder, 
Isuppose— and  yon  threw  it  back?  ”  “No.  Fished  for 
eight  steady  hours  and  never  got  a  bite.” 

Teacher  (to  the  class  in  chemistry) :  “  What  does 
sea-water  contain  besides  the  s  idium  chloride  that  we 
have  mentioned  ?  ”  Bobby  Smith  :  “  Fish,  sir.” 

The  Eellet  and  the  Wobmlet. 

“  There’s  a  wriggling  little  wormlet,”  said  an  eellet 
with  delight, 

“  It  looks  a  tempting  dishlet,  and  I  should  so  like  a 
bite.” 

“  If  you  take  a  little  bitelet,”  said  the  eellet’s  ma  with 
thought, 

“  I  fear  my  little  eellet  will  a  lesson  sad  be  taught. 
Concealed,  my  little  petlet,  in  that  wriggling  wormlet 
there 

Is  a  dangerous  little  snarelet  hidden  with  much  taot 
and  care. 

And  I  fear,  my  little  babelet,  if  you  take  a  niblet  small 
You’ll  not  be  satisfied  until  you’ve  swallowed  snare 
and  all. 

I  will  reconnoitre,  petlet,  and  see  if  all  is  right. 

And  if  it  is,  my  sweetlet,  you  may  take  a  little  bite.” 
Then  the  cautious  mother  fishlet  gave  a  smell-let,  then  a 
smell. 

And  then  she  gave  a  winklet,  and  said,  “  I  scarce  can 
tell. 

But  I'll  first  a  niblet  takelet,”  said  the  cunning 
mother  fish, 

“  And  if  it’s  not  a  snarelet  you  can  have  the  dainty 
dish.” 

Then  the  little  eellet’s  ma-let  took  a  bitelet,  then  a  bite, 
And  an  instant  later  wriggled  on  the  linelet  fast  and 
tight ; 

And  tho’  she  made  a  strugglet  while  the  linelet  drew 
her  in. 

The  eellet  gave  a  smilelet,  which  broadened  to  a  grin. 
And  said,  as  from  his  gazelet  his  parent  went  from  view, 
“  Tho  dishlet  tempted  me,  ma,  but  it  doubly  tempted 
you  ; 

But  a  lessonlet  you’ve  taught  me,  and  ’twill  give  me 
great  delight, 

To  let  others  do  the  bitolets  before  I  do  the  bite.” 

All  things  come  to  him  who  waits  ;  hunger  is  one  of 
them — that’s  a  certainty.  Fish  is  another  one  of  them  ; 
but  this  is  not  a  certainty. 


"Tea  Time.” 

By  GORDON  STABLES,  M.D.,  C.M.,  R.N. 

(The  LeadenhaU  Press.) 

“  Who  cannot  enjoy  a  good  cup  of  tea, 

Without  taste  or  reason  Tm  certain  must  be.” 

lyr OTUING  is  more  easy  to  remember,  than  that  tea  was  first 
introduced  into  England  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  sixteen 
hundred  and  sixty  something,  Charles  the  Second's  head  being 
the  uneasy  one  that  then  wore  the  crown ;  that  it  came  to  us  all 
the  woy  from  Canton  in  China;  that  it  was  grown  somewhere 
near  there  in  gardens  and  plantations,  superintended  by  strange 
efTeminate-looking  Coolies  wearing  impossible  hats,  and  carrying 
packets  of  tea  as  large  as  ice  chests;  that  the  beauty  of  those  tea 
gardens  was  exceedingly  great';  that  the  skies  were  always  blue, 
the  birds  always  bright-winjed  and  happy;  that,  from  grottoes 
and  groves,  glimpses  could  be  caught  of  sunny  seas,  where  boats 
lay  motionless,  and  where  lovely  islands  seemed  to  be  hung  in  the 
very  sky  itself;  and  that  in  those  groves  and  grottoes  there 
always  sat,  or  lounged,  ladies  of  fairy-like  beauty,  with  triangular 
eyes  and-boots  no  bigger  than  walnut  shells. 

Probably  a  great  deal  of  the  schoolboy's  tea  lore,  or  that  even 
of  the  schoolmaster  himfeelf,  is  gathered  as  much  from  china  cups 
or  plates  of  the  willow  pattern,  as  from  books  themselves  ;  and 
probably,  too,  the  one  source  of  imformation  is  about  as  authen¬ 
tically  instructive  as  the  other. 

But  when  a  boy  leaves  school,  for  university  or  college,  he 
learjis,  if  botany  be  a  branch  of  his  studies,  that  the  word  tea  is  a 
corruption  of  the  Chinese  Tsia^  or  Tcha^  Cha.  He  is  also  taught 
that  there  are  three  distinct  species  of  the  tea  plant,  all  belonging 
to  the  natural  family  Ternstromiaceae,  namely,  Thea  viridis,  or 
green  tea;  Thea  Bohea.,  which  yields  the  black  tea;  and  Thea 
which  gives  us  the  tfas  of  India,  including  Assam. 
At  most  examinations  he  would  run  a  risk  of  being  plucked,  if  he 
boldly  asserted  that  there  was  only  one  species  of  the  tea  plant. 
And  yet  he  w  ould  be  as  nearly  right  as  possible,  for  the  differences 
which  the  supposed  trio  of  tea  plants  exhibit,  are  probably  due  to 
the  influences  of  climate,  soil,  and  cultivation. 

From  this  tea  plant,  the  Thea  sbiensis,  we  obtain  our  supply  of 
teas,  and  several  species  of  tea  are  offered  to  us,  notably  Chinese. 
Indian,  and  Ceylon.  We  want  the  best  tea  we  can  get  for  our 
money.  That  is  certain. 

Getting  the  very  best  tea  is  a  matter  that  concerns  our  health, 
for  tea  has  become  to  us  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  we  drink 
it  morning  and  evening,  and  find  ourselves  refreshed  and  bene¬ 
fited  thereby.  It  smoothes  onr  ruffled  nerves,  calms  excitement, 
and  gives  us  strength  to  battle  coolly  and  successfully  against  the 
worries  of  this  work-a-day  world. 

We  want  the  best  tea,  therefore,  that  we  can  get  for  our  money ; 
the  the  purest,  and  the  m  st  genuine.  Good  quality  is  a  sine 
qua  non.  It  is  by  this  we  will  judge  the  tea  mote  than  by  its  price, 
its  appearance,  its  perfume,  the  respectability  of  tho  firm  who 
vend  if,  or  the  country  it  comes  from. 

The  Dutch,  once  a  great  maritime  power,  wero  perhaps  the 
first  to  bring  tea  to  our  country.  This  woulil  bo  abour  the  year 
1G15  or  later.  But  it  was  known  to  the  English  Eist  India  Com¬ 
pany  some  thirty  or  forty  years  before  that.  However,  when  1 
first  brought  to  England  in  small  parcels,  it  w'as  rea<Uly  bought  | 
by  the  wealthy,  who  gave  from  five  to  ten  guineas  a  pound  for  it.  , 

We  find  it  recorded  that  the  East  India  Company  in  1GG4  pre-  | 
Rented  His  Britannic  Majesty  with  two  pounds  of  tea.  It  is  to  he  i 
presumed,  by  tho  way,  that  His  Majesty's  cook  was  instructed  in  I 
the  right  way  of  making  this  beverage,  and  that  he  did  not  boil  j 
a  pound  of  tea,  strain  it,  and  serve  up  the  leuves  as  a  vegetable!  i 
No,  he  could  not  have  done  this,  for  the  king  came  to  like  it.  and  ' 
after  that  tea  began  to  get  fashionable ;  and  in  1667  we  find  the 


Company  directing  their  agent  at  Bantam  to  send  home  one 
hundred  pounds  of  the  best  he  could  procure. 

As  early  as  1010  tea  began  to  find  its  way  into  London  coffee¬ 
houses,  Garraway's  leading.  Pepys,  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
writes  in  his  diary,  “I  called  for  a  cup  of  tea,  a  Chinese  drink 
which  I  had  never  before  tasted."  This  was  in  September  1601, 
and  at  that  time  there  was  a  duty  of  eightoenpence  levied  by  Act 
of  Parliament  on  every  gallon  of  the  infusion.  But  in  1689  this 
was  repealed,  and  an  excise  duty  of  five  shillings  in  the  pound 
w'as  levied  on  the  tea  itself. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  there  is  really  no  adulteration 
practised  on  Indian  or  Ceylon  teas  abroad.  The  Chinese,  on  tho 
other  hand,  have  elevated  the  art  almost  into  a  science.  They  are 
adepts  at  the  -work— professionals — most  skilled  and  learned 
manipulators. 

The  people  of  England  have  been  tea-drinkers  universally,  for 
considerably  over  two  hundred  years,  and  during  that  time  they 
certainly  have  not  degenerated  either  mentally  or  bodily.  Our 
■women  are  still  the  fairest  of  the  fair,  our  men  still  as  brave  as 
brave  can  bo  in  the  field;  not  only  are  our  writers  and  artists 
still  as  clever,  and  our  statesmen  quite  as  able  as  in  the  good  old 
times,  but  genius  is  on  the  increase.  Our  tea-drinking  then  has 
certainly  not  lowered  us  as  a  nation.  Our  march  is  steadily  on¬ 
ward.  and  “Progress”  and  “Enlightenment”  are  the  words 
inscribed  on  our  banners. 

Other  peoples  and  countries  are  left  far  behind  us  in  the  race. 
Notably  the  Chinese,  one  of  the  most  ancient  races  on  the  face  of 
the  earth— so  ancient  indeed  that  it  see-ms  to  be  in  its  dotage; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Japanese,  who,  by  the  way,  are 
quite  as  fond  of  tea  as  a  beverage  as  the  Chinese  are,  have  taken 
up  our  cry  of  “Forward,  ’  and  are  fast  following  in  our  wake. 
One  thing  at  least  must  be  said  in  favour  of  tea-drinking,— it  is 
conducive  to  sobriety;  it  thus  indirectly  tends  to  increase  the 
health  of  the  nation. 

But  it  is  the  effects  of  the  habit  of  tca-clrinking  on  the 
individual  which  we  have  at  present  to  consider. 

The  cup  of  delicate  tea  that  we  so  love  to  sip,  after  or  before  the 
bracing  refreshing  plunge  in  the  morning  tub;  the  cup  that 
banishes  from  our  brains  the  lingering  shadows  of  the  night  that 
has  fled,  and  in  w’hich  we  drown  the  last  faint  remembrance  of 
our  dreams:  do  we  do  wrong  to  drink  it? 

All  experience  goes  to  prove  that  good  tea,  drunk  judiciously 
and  in  moderation,  is  positively  beneficial  to  the  health.  It  would 
serve  no  useful  purpose  to  enter  minutely  into  the  physiological 
effects  of  tea  on  the  system;  suffice  it  to  say  that  they  depend 
chiefly  on  three  of  the  active  principles  or  constituents  of  the  leaf 
—(1)  the  volatile  oil ;  (2)  the  theine  ;  and  (3)  tho  tannin. 

A  cvp  of  tea  at  early  mom.  Do  you  indulge  in  such  a  luxury, 
reader?  Ido.  And  my  servant  knows  how  to  make  it;  knows 
the  exact  amount  of  the  herb  to  put  into  the  liny  teapot  (the  herb 
itself  is  the  most  fragrant  and  best),  the  exact  amount  of  sugar, 
and  the  exact  proportion  of  sweetest  cream.  1  give  the  signal  for 
infusion  ere  I  gel  into  my  cold  hath,  and  by  the  time  I  have  done 
and  enrobed  myself,  the  salvor  stands  on  the  mat.  Just  tho 
tiniest  milk  biscuit  is  all  that  is  needed  as  fitting  accompaniment, 
and  no  better  beginning  could  possibly  be  made  to  a  day.  There 
is  a  deal  of  virtue  in  a  cup  of  tea  at  early  morn. 

The  question  how  to  get  good  whiJesome  tea  is  really  one  of 
paramount  importance  to  those  who  love  the  most  comforting  of 
fill  luxuries,  and  have  a  due  regard  for  their  health.  What  is 
wanted  is  really  good,  well-blended,  and  well-fiavoured  tea,  at 
vhat  considering  its  high  quality,  is  a  reasonable  price. 

There  is  as  much  difference  between  drinking  bad,  worthle.s8,  or 
adulterated  tea,  and  drinking  the  genuine  unadulterated  article, 
as  there  is  between  bad  health  and  good. 

Bad  or  inferior  tea,  as  every  housewife  or  mother  of  a  family 
knows,  gives  all  its  strength  to  the  first  water.  It  won’t  stand 
tho  addition  of  pnore  boiling  water;  the  second  cup  is  a  mere 


sham,  dish-water,  or  what  you  wdll.  The  reason  of  this  is  that 
the  leaf  quite  expands  as  soon  as  the  first  boding  water  is  poured 
upon  it.  and  if  you  want  a  second  good  cup  you  have  to  add  more  tea. 

It  is  not  every  person  who  understands  how  to  make  a  cup  of 
tea  well.  It  is  very  easy,  however,  to  do  so  when  one  knows  how 
to  do  it. 

Having  been  fortunate  enough  to  secure  some  fine,  fragrant, 
unadulterated  tea,  we  must  see  that  it  is  kept  in  an  air-tight 
canister. 

Before  the  water  has  come  to  the  boil  the  teapot  should  be  well 
warmed,  and  the  tea  put  in.  It  may  then  stand  for  a  short  time 
on  the  hob,  until  the  wat  r  boils,  when — 

The  tea  should  at  once  be  made.  We  heat  the  teapot  in  order  to 
conserve  all  the  caloric  in  the  boiling  water.  We  make  the  tea  as 
soon  as  the  water  comes  to  the  boil,  because  good  tea  can  only  be 
made  with boiling  water,  not  boiling  water  that  has  been 
boiled  before,  or  has  been  kept  boiling  too  long.  Boiled  water  is 
flat  because  it  is  non-aerated,  that  is  the  “why  and  the 
wherefore.” 

Servants  want  to  he  drilled  to  this,  or  their  heads  drilled  and 
the  truih  rammed  into  them!  A  worse  fault  than  even  this  is 
making  tea  with  water  that  has  gone  off  the  boil,  which  servants 
often  do. 

The  best  tea  is  spoiled  by  this  treatment.  Carbonate  of  soda 
should  7i€ver  be  used  to  draw  the  tea. 

It  is  best  to  pour  on  all  ihe  water  that  is  wanted,  for  the  first 
cup  at  all  events,  at  once,  and  not  merely  “wet”  the  tea  as  it  is 
popularly  called 

It  is  a  mistake  to  add  fresh  tea  to  that  which  has  already  been 
made  by  way  of  getting  stronger,  and  yet  we  constantly  hv?ar  tho 
remark  made:  “  Put  a  little  more  tea  in  the  pot.”  If  more  tea, 
or  stronger  tea,  is  wanted,  it  ought  to  be  made  in  another  teapot, 
and  a  spare  one  often  comes  in  handy. 

JIow  long  should  tea  '-di'aw?  From  five  to  seven  minutes 
according  to  the  kind  of  lea  and  the  character  of  the  water. 

Invalids  and  people  with  delicate  stomachs  (and  everybody  else 
for  that  matter)  ought  to  be  most  careful  to  obtain  tea  of  superior 
excellence,  and  ought  to  attend  rigidly  to  the  plan  of  making  a 
cup  of  good  tea,  which  we  have  just  been  endeavouring  to 
explain. 

iiuga)'  and  mill:,  or  creatn.  are  merely  accessories,  and  maybe 
added  in  quantity  according  to  taste.  Some  people  like  tea 
without  either  milk  or  sugar.  Others  again  will  tell  you  that 
milk  in  tea  is  just  as  good  as  cream.  We  ourselves  prefer  cream 
for  this  reason  :  owing  to  its  oily  nature  it  retains  the  volatile 
oil,  which  would  otherwise  escape  in  the  steam.  The  sugar  ought 
to  be  the  best  white  lump,  and  the  cream,  creme  de  la  cr^mey  fresh 
and  pure  and  hardly  a  day  old. 

Douglas  Jerrold  says:. “Of  the  socisl  influence  of  tea,  in 
truth,  upon  the  masses  of  the  people  in  this  country,  it  is  not  very 
easy  to  say  too  much.  It  has  civilised  brutish  and  turbulent 
homes,  saved  the  drunkard  from  his  doom,  and  to  many  a 
mother,  who  ivouid  else  indeed  have  been*  most  wretched  and 
most  forlorn.it  has  given  cheerful,  peaceful  thoughts  that  have 
sustained  her.  Its  work  among  us  in  England  and  elsewhere,  ay, 
throughout  the  civilised  world,  has  been  humanising,  good.  Its 
effect  has  been  upon  us  all  something  socially  healthful;  some¬ 
thing  that  is  peaceful,  gentle,  and  hearty.” 

Blessed  tea!  may  its  influence  ever  extend. 

The  Mazawattee  teas  are  pure,  delicate  in  flavour,  and  not 
adulterated.  I  have  tasted  and  tested  suecimeiis  of  all. 

Good  teas  are  cheap  at  any  price.  The  Mazawattee  tea  at  two 
shillings  and  fourpence  i)cr  lb.  is  ambrosial,  while  that  at  two 
shillings  and  tenpence  is  delicious,  refreshing,  and  of  pure 
quality;  tho  same  may  ho  said  of  those  at  one  shilling  and 
tenpence  and  two  shillingR.  Tho  Mazawattee  tea  at  four  shilliogs 
is  so  good  that  I  am  keeping  it  for  “  at  homes”  and  my  own 
private  cup. 


Th0  Mu^ctiVatt^G  Teas  ar$  Sold  by  SjieciaUy  Ap'pointed  AgentSj  I^eadiny  Family  GrocerSj  throughout  the  United  Jfinydomj  al  Iff-  lOd.j  2s.,  2s,  4<i.,  ^ff-  10c?.,  and  4?,  per  16, 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


429 


June  10,  1893] 

CONTENTS. 


N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in  this 


vnver. 

May-fly  Jottings  with  a  ■*  Kodak  ” . 42!) 

“  All  these  Things  are  against  Mo  ”  432 

Notes  and  Queries  . 432 

Scotch  Notes  . 433 

Fly-Fishing  in  the  Teme . .i34 

The  Fisheries  Section  at  the  World’s  Fair  . 435 

The  Salmon  Fisheries  of  Norway  . 436 

An  Attempt  to  Make  it  Legal  to  Sell  A'-ti Icially- 

reared  Trout  during  the  Fence  Months  .  437 

Reminiscences  of  an  Old  Angler  .  438 

Glengarry  as  an  Angling  Resort  . 439 

Three  ‘-Jock  Scotts  ” . 439 

A  True  Bill . 449 

Mealworms . 444 

Waltoniana . 444 

Books  Received . 440 

Correspondence . 442 


-  NOTICE.  - 


Thb  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  ever  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News¬ 
agents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &o., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 


tFex*m.s  of  Subsox?lp4;lona 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dnnstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  .  10s.  6d. 

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  Ss.  4d. 

„  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage .  128.  6d. 


Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.— “  BIVSAM.  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


—  mt  — 

WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  10th,  1893. 


MAY-FLY  JOTTIKGS  WITH  A 
KODAK.^^ 


By  the  Editor  of  the  F.  G. 

“  Well,  what  sort  of  a  May- fly  time  did  you 
have  P  ”  Numberless  anglers  must  have  had  this 
question  already  put  to  them  this  year — I  say 
already,  because  I  am  writing  on  June  6,  1893, 
and  in  any  other  year  I  should  have  been  either 
in  Hampshire  or  on  my  way  there.  For  many 
years  I  got  a  telegram  from  the  D.  etor  about 
this  date  to  come  on  at  ouce  ;  as  I  remember 
describing  it  a  few  years  back  in  the  Gazette,  I 
could  distinctly  hear  his  jolly  invitation  from  his 
favourite  meadows  on  the  Itchen,  “  Come  on ! 
What  the  Dickens  keeps  you  in  tliat  dingy  old 
London,  when  the  trout  are  under  the  banks 
sucking  in  every  fly  which  comes  over  them  ?  ” 

What  sort  of  a  May-fly  time  did  I  have?  Well, 
a  very  jolly  and  enjoyable  one ;  in  fact,  as  the 
“  Amateur  Angler”  and  T  often  said  to  each  other, 


the  only  thing  wanted  to  make  it  perfect  was  the 
presence  of  our  dear  old  friend.  Dr.  Wiblin,  of 
the  Fly-fishers’  Club.  We  particularly  wished  to 
see  if  he  could  go  all  day  without  smoking,  be¬ 
cause  I  recently  discovered  a  very  interesting 
little  book  by  him,  published  over  fifty  years  ago, 
giving  a  most  graphic  account  for  English 
medical  students  of  all  ths  great  hospitals  and 
medical  schools  of  Paris.  The  Doctor  is  now,  and 
has  been  for  many  years,  and  I  hope  Ion  4  will 
be,  one  of  the  best  judges  and  keenest  lovers  of 
a  good  cigar  that  ever  I  came  across,  and  it  was 
simply  delightful  to  find  in  this  printed  work  of 
his  a  regular  up  and  down  denunciation  of 
tobacco,  one  which  quite  puts  King  Jamie’s 
“  Counterblast  ”  into  the  shade.  However,  our 
friend  could  not  join  us  this  year;  he  had  made 
his  arrangements  without  consulting  St.  Miy- 
fly,  but  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  sending  him  two 
or  three  brace  of  fine  trout  in  the  perfection  of 
condition. 

We  were  a  very  jolly  party,  and  if  we  did  not 
k'll  any  monster  trout  we  had  a  very  fair  show 
of  fish  between  a  pound  and  two  pounds  and  a 
half,  and  no  end  of  big  grayling  went  back  for 
later  months.  Meeting  my  friend  C.  A.  Payton 
(so  ling  known  to  readers  of  the  Field  as 
“  Sarcelle  ”),  at  the  Fly-fishers’  Club,  I  asked 
him  if  he  would  care  to  have  a  day  or  two  in 
Hampshire,  in  May.  He  was  nothing  loth,  and  as 
he  had  to  leaY^e  for  Genoa  at  the  end  of  the 
month  I  advised  him  to  put  off  his  visit  as  late 
as  he  could  as  the  May-fly  might  be  up.  The 
week  before  Whit  Sunday  I  got  new.s  of  the 
appearance  of  the  fly,  and  sent  him  a  line  to  meet 
me  at  Waterloo  to  go  down  by  an  early  train, 
and  a  very  pleasant  journey  I  had  listening  to 
his  yarns  of  fishing  and  shooting  expeditions  in 
Morocco.  A  keener  or  more  thorough  sportsman 
I  never  met,  and  only  hope  to  meet  him  again  on 
a  May-fly  or  other  fishing  expedition.  At  our 
destination  I  met  another  very  old  angling  friend, 
G.  Yarde,  also  of  the  Fly- fishers’,  with  whom  I 
have  for  twenty  years  fished  in  all  parts  of 
England.  Then  the  “Amateur  Angler”  joined 
us,  coming  from  the  Isle  of  Wight,  an  1  soon 
James  Temple,  the  artist  angler,  turned  up, 
loaded  with  rod,  creel,  and  a  camera  and  tripod. 

Fishing  is  all  very  well,  but  it’s  the  dressing 
which  makes  up  three  parts  of  the  enjoyment. 
If  you  know  of  your  own  certain  knowledge  that 
the  river  contains  a  goodly  store  of  fine  trout 
and  grajling,  whether  you  catch  them  or  not  is  a 
secondary  consideration — provided  you  have,  as 
we  had,  glorious  weather,  plenty  of  water,  lovely 
scenery,  and  some  quite  mad  enthusiasts  to  sit 
with  under  hedges  aglow  with  pink-tinted  dog 
roses,  to  compare  notes  and  mark  the  fish  rising 
and  the  May-flies  floating  down. 

We  were  sitting  under  the  shade  of  a  fine  old 
ash  tree  at  a  spot  called  by  “  G.  Y.”  the  “  Public 
House.”  There  is  no  inn  within  a  long  mile  of  it, 
nevertheless  it  has  been  a  place  of  rest  and 
refreshment  for  weary  dry-flyers  many  a  time, 
and  when  “  G.  Y.”  gets  here  out  of  a  burning 
sun  he  sometimes,  I  won’t  say  always,  asks  old 
Lewis  to  fill  the  cup  of  his  flask  with  a  little 
br'ght  Itchen  water,  and  then  he  oils  it. 
Having  oiled  it  he  lights  a  pipe  and  descants  on 
the  extraordinary  denseness  of  those  anglers  who 
do  not  use  Mr.  English’s  patent  pipe  ;  he  admits 
that  during  the  last  fourteen  years  or  more  he 
has  got  some  good  tips  from  the  Fishing  Gazette; 
but  I  should  like  Mr.  English  to  be  behind  the 
scenes  when  “  G.  Y”.”  is  “  going  on  ”  about  his 
pipe.  That  it  has  saved  his  life  scores  of  times 
is  one  of  the  least  of  its  merits  in  his  eyes.  I 
fished  with  “G.  Y.”  long  before  the  Fishing 
Gazette  was  heard  of ;  I  saw  it  first  at  his  house. 
“  My  dear  sir  ”  (a  favourite  expression  of  his,  even 


when  talking  to  an  old  angling  chum) — my  dear 
sir,  if  you  took  up  this  paper  you’d  make  a 
fortune  by  it.”  Well,  I  took  it  up,  and  if  I  have 
not  made  a  fortune  I  have  made  countless  friends, 
which  is  far  better,  for  if  yon  have  enough  to 
struggle  on  with  and  pay  the  poor’s-rate  it’s  all 
right.  I  have,  as  our  friends  across  the  water 
say,  “  run  ’’  the  Fishing  Gazette  simply  from  a 
deeply-rooted  love  of  angling,  and  a  keen  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  companionship  of  lovers  of  angling. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  give  offence  to  no  man, 
but,  as  dear  old  Izaak  Walton  said,  over  two 
hundred  years  ago,  “  there  are  offences  given, 
and  offences  not  given  but  taken,”  and  I  long 
ago  found  that  it  was  a  sheer  impossibility  as 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  please  everybody. 

Over  twenty  years  ago  I  went  in  a  good  deal 
for  photography,  and  on  angling  excursions  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  took  with  me  a  big 
camera,  a  portable  dark  tent,  and  chemicals  of 
various  kinds ;  but  there  was  often  a  great 
bother  to  get  water,  ard  at  the  railway  stations 
the  things  wanted  as  much  looking  after  as  a 
lot  of  babies,  so  I  gave  it  up  as  a  game  not 
worth  the  candle.  Since  that  time  dry  plates 
have  been  made  perfect,  and,  better  still,  ex¬ 
quisitely  sensitive  films  have  been  invented,  and, 
above  all,  we  have  the  “  Kodak  ”  with  ns.  I  give 
some  process  reproductions  from  “  Kodak  ” 
pictures  I  took  this  May-fly  season,  practically 
the  first  time  I  ever  used  this  most  admirable 
and  simple  little  affair.  The  “  Kodak  ”  I  havm  is 
a  No.  4  Jr,  and  contains  enough  film  on  the 
rollers  to  take  forty-eight  pictures.  There  is 
nothing  to  carry  but  a  little  camera  in  a  leather 
case,  11  inches  long,  5^  inches  wide,  and  7  inches 
deep,  the  whole  weight  being  no  more  than  your 
basket  with  a  brace  of  2.V-pouaders  in  it.  Yon 
focus  your  picture,  press  a  button,  and  the  thing 
is  done.  Pull  a  string,  turn  a  handle,  and  you 
are  ready  for  another.  Of  course,  these  repro¬ 
ductions  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  printed  by  the 
thousand  by  steam,  are  not  nearly  so  clear  and 
sharp  as  silver  prints  from  the  “Kodak”  nega¬ 
tives,  the  film  of  which  is,  by  the  way,  so  tough 
that  yon  might  well  use  it  for  the  wings  of 
artificial  flies. 

We  did  not  have  a  heavy  rise  of  fly  this 
year,  and  on  Whit  Monday  and  up  to  the  Thursday 
following,  the  fish  took  the  natural  well,  both 
trout  and  grayling;  indeed,  contrary  to  our  usual 
experience,  the  grayling,  instead  of  beginning  to 
feed  when  the  trout  had  almost  had  enough  of 
the  fly,  took  it  well  from  the  first. 

I  have  to  thank  Mr.  T.  Andrews  for  his  little 
bottle  of  paraffin  oil.  I  never  tried  it  before  on 
May-flies,  but  Mr.  Yarde  assured  me  that  it 
answered  splendidly,  and  so  it  did.  The  bottle 
Mr.  Andrews  sent  me  is  one  of  those  pocket  ink 
bottles  with  an  inverted  neck,  to  prevent  spilling  ; 
it  has  a  small  brush  stuck  well  into  the  bottom 
of  the  cork,  so  that  when  you  remove  the  latter 
you  have  the  brush  oiled  ready  for  use.  It 
answers  best,  of  course,  with  flies  hackled 
well  all  down  the  body,  like  the  G.O.M. 
pattern  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  or  with  any  of 
Mr.  James  Ogden’s  with  hackled  bodies,  including 
his  new  pattern  fly  “Emperor.”  I  gave  Mr.  Temple 
a  couple  of  the  last  named  pattern  to  try,  and  he 
said  that  every  fish  he  put  it  over  took  it. 

There  was  one  trout  just  above  the  “  public- 
house  ”  already  mentioned  which  we  had  all  tried 
over  and  over  again.  I  tried  him  one  day  with  an 
Alder  after  a  May-fly  had  been  refused,  and  then 
with  a  wee  Claret  Spinner  on  000  hook  ;  he  rose 
at  both,  but  did  not  fasten.  He  used  to  rove 
about  in  a  stream  over  a  space  of  a  yard  or 
two,  making  waves  “  like  a  penny  steamer,”  as 
“  G.  Y.”  put  it.  It  is  very  interesting  to  watch 
a  good  fish  rove  about  like  this,  almost  poking 
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No.  1. — Mr.  G.  Yaede,  and  Lewis  and  the  Keeper  looking  at  No.  2. 

his  nose  out  of  water,  sometimes  making  a  sudden  rush  as  if  after  a 
minnow,  or  driving  another  fish  away;  the  difficulty  is  to  get  your  fly 
ju  t  in  front  of  a  fish  bulging  about  in  this  way,  and  when  you  do 
10  to  1  if  he  will  look  at  it.  I  was  walking  past  this  fish  one  day  to  try 
for  another  as  big  in  the  stream  below,  when  I  saw  him  move,  and 
thought  I  would  try  him  again.  I  had  an  oiled  Gr.O.M.  May-fly  on.  It 
floated  down,  supported  entirely  by  the  hackle,  with  both  wings  well  out 
of  the  water,  and  to  my  surprise  he  made  a  bulge  at  it,  was  hooked,  and 
after  a  fine  fight  killed.  A  beautifully  shaped  fish,  but  not  so  big  as  we 
had  put  him  down  to  be — not  quite  21b. 

No.  ti  picture  shows  a  bit  of  Itchen,  where  the  water  runs  very  deep 
clo>e  to  the  bank,  and  shallows  off  towards  the  other  side.  Great  slices 
of  the  bank  fall  in  from  time  to  time  from  the  undermining  action  of  the 
water,  and  these  lumps,  lying  one  on  another  as  they  happen  to  fall,  form 
splendid  shelter  for  big  trout,  and  by  keeping  well  down  and  casting 
up  to  him  I  have  killed  many  a  good  '•  banker,  ’  now  and  then  getting 


No.  .L— Mu.  G.  Yabpe  trying  a  Dry- ply  in  Rough  Water. 


No.  2.— The  “Amateur  Angler”  Wading  a  Stream. 


No.  7. — Above  the  Hatches. 


No.  5. — Mb.  C.  a.  Payton  (“  Sareello”  of  the  Field)  looking  along  the  bank 

(No  G)  for  a  rising  pish. 
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No.  9. — Mr.  James  Temple,  the  Angler  Artist. 


No.  6. — A  BIT  OF  DEEP  WATER  WHERE  THE  BIO  TROUT  RISE  CLOSE  IN  UNDER 

THE  BANK. 


No.  8. — The  “Amateur  Angler”  at  work  over  a  rising  fish.  Ed.  F.G. 

LOOKING  on. 

(Mr.  Temple  “pressed  the  hutlon.”) 


No.  10. — Mr.  Temple  while  taking  the  “Amateur  Angler”  gets 

“  TOOK  ”  Himself. 


No.  4. — Young  Anglers. 


No.  11.— The  “  Amateur  Angler  ”  makes  a  long  cast  for  a  pish  under 

THE  opposite  bank. 
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f-Tnashed  of  cour.-c.  One  fine  fish  directly  I 
liooked  him  took -a  pei’p  iidionlar  dive,  and  then 
turned  in  under  one  of  the  hi^  lumps  of  earth 
.■just  referred  to.  in  some  clever  manner  leaving 
the  fly  sticking  in  the  earth. 

Air.  Payton  had  to  leave  bi  fore  the  fish  began 
to  take  in  earnest,  but  he  killed  some  nice  fish, 
as  also  did  the  “Amateur  Angler”  and  Air. 
Yarde.  1  had  my  share. 

I  have  to  thank  Air.  C  E.  Fry  for  kindly  send¬ 
ing  me  some  photos  of  Alay-flies.  of  whi.  h  T  give 
a  few  reproductions.  R.  B.  AIakstox. 


ALL 


THESE  I’HIXGS 
AGAINST  MK” 


ARE 


By  R.  N. 


Tins  was  said  by  some  one  a  long  time  ago, 
and  doubtle  s  most  of  us  have  felt  it  to  be 
applicable  to  our  own  case  at  times.  To-day 
these  words  have  been  persistently 
running  in  my  head. 

To  begin  with,  I  specially  wanted 
a  trout  of  about  21b.  to  give  awa)’, 
and  that  is  very  decidedly  against 
getting  one. 

The  morning  was  bright  and 
sunny,  but  there  was  an  ominous 
flicker  of  the  shadows  made  by  the 
rose  leaves  on  the  blind  of  my 
bedroom  window  which  betokened 
an  cast  vi  ind. 

'I'hen,  when  I  came  down  to  break¬ 
fast,  trie  flies  and  fine  gut  casts  I 
had  carelully  ordered  two  days  ago 
had  not  arrived  by  the  morning 
post.  This  entailed  a  visit  to  the 
local  ironmonger’s,  where  1  -was 
able  to  obtain  a  substitute  for  the 
flies,  and  a  cast  I  could  not  feel 
certain  of  There  was  one  thing 
certain,  and  that  was  the  east  wind. 

This  was  causing  the  dust  to  tly 
about  in  a  most  unpleasant  way. 

On  meeting  m.y  brother  at 
Romsey  station,  things  certainly 
seemed  a  little  brighter.  A  mutual 
pipe  ard  chat  over  A’al  Conson’s 
delightful  article  on  the  AVIdt- 
church  Dun  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
(which  somehow  made  one  feel  more 
sanguine,  but  lament  not  having 
many  of  the  subtle  patterns  de¬ 
scribed  therein)  pleasantly  passes 
the  short  time  to  our  destii  ation. 

Over  ibe  main  river  (where  some 
grand  fish  were  rising)  we  were 
soon  in  sight  of  our  bit  of  water, 
and  also,  with  the  evil  speed  of  bad 
news,  alive  to  the  fact  that  weeds 
were  coming  down  1  T  have  seen 
floating  islands  on  the  River  Congo, 
but,  comparing  the  relative  size  of 
the  rivers,  these  floating  islands 
were  not  to  be  compared  to  the 
masses  of  weeds  coming  down  our 
stream. 

Cheering  my  brother  up  with  the 
fact  that  being  Saturday  probably 
the  weed  cutters  would  finish  by  noon  (this 
proved  a  false  hope),  we  wandered  down  to  the 
extreme  limit  and  most  sheltered  part  of  the 
river,  and  there  somewhat  disconsolately  put  our 
rods  together. 

Nothing  rising  and  an  almost  embarrassing 
choice  of  flies — a  few  Grannom  on  the  water,  and 
amongst  the  grass  I  captured  an  Alder,  two  Iron 
Blue  Duns,  also  some  specimens  of  the  Yellow 
Dun. 

A\  eary  with  watching  the  continual  stream  of 
floating  weeds,  I  planted  a  camp-stool  under  the 
shade  of  some  Scotch  firs.  Here  the  river  ran 
broad  and  deep,  breaking  into  rapids  just  below', 
and  a  rather  sharp  bend  some  40  yards  above  sent 
the  weeds  over  to  the  opposite  bank  when  the 
wind  did  not  blow  them  on  to  my  lee  shore. 
About  noon  a  fish  rose  some  12  yards  above 
where  I  was  sitting. 

Down  on  my  knee,  with  a  shelter  of  sword-grass 
in  front,  a  fir  tree  over  head,  and  higher  grass 
behind,  with  a  gusty  wind  on  my  right  hand,  I 
started  to  throw'  a  Grannom  over  that  fish. 

He  was  ri.sing  well,  but  not  steadily  in  one 


place — first  under  the  bank,  then  in  mid-stream 
among  the  floating  weeds,  again  bej'ond  this 
boundarj'.  Aly  fly  I  found  following  much  the 
same  course ;  when  the  wind  lulled  it  was  easy 
work  save  for  picking  up  the  straggling  weeds 
every  cast,  but  the  gusts  took  the  fly  over  very 
nearly  as  wide  an  area  as  the  fish  w'as  feeding 
in,  but  it  never  seemed  to  be  in  the  exact  spot  he 
last  rose  in  The  fish  also  appeared  to  me  to  be 
varying  his  diet.  I  tried  to  follow  his  vagaries 
as  w'ell  as  the  oircumstaneos  would  permit,  now 
showing  him  an  Iron  Blue,  then  a  Light  Olive, 
again  a  dark  and  a  light  Grannom,  but  all  in 
vain.  After  about  half-an-hour  this,  the  only 
rising  fish,  loft  off. 

So  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  lunch ;  even 
this  was  not  quite  to  my  mind,  being,  by  a  com¬ 
bination  of  circumstances  which  are  immaterial, 
composed  of  food  which  a  Alahometan  would 
have  refused,  I  was  barely  half  way  through 
when  up  came  the  fish  again  with  t'vo  or  three 
really  business-like  rises,  and,  as  it  never  does  to 


The  ironmonger’s  cast  stood  the  test  nobly,  as 
there  was  fully  a  pound  dead  weight  of  weeds  on 
the  line  before  the  fish  was  in  the  net.  The 
Grannom  was  fixed  far  back  in  the  side  of  the 
throat. 

There  is  no  moral  in  all  this,  unless,  perhaps, 
it  is  that  sometimes  you  get  what  you  want 
although  all  things  are  against  you — I  w’anted 
that  fish,  and  got  him. 

I  forget  what  the  other  man  did  Lng  ago. 


l^ates  anlj  Queries 

AVe  much  regret  that  in  the  hurry  of  getting 
to  press  last  week  the  words  “  wholesale  and 
retail"  occurred  in  connection  with  the  adver¬ 
tisement  of  Messrs.  Allcock  and  (.lo  This  was,  of 
course,  a  mistake,  as  they  do  no  retail  business. 


AIr.  John  Kers.s,  one  of  the  be.=^t  professional 
salmon  fishermen  of  Scotland,  is  at 
the  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon,  giving 
lessons  in  salmon  fly  ca-ting. 


In  the  top  figure  the  May-fly  i.s  photographed  just  as  it  is  emerging  from  the  shuck, 
i.e.,  the  skin  or  covering  of  its  creeper  state. 


We  are  .glad  to  hear  that  the 
Stour  Fishery  Protection  Associa¬ 
tion  is  doing  very  well  this  season. 
Air.  J.  C.  Nash,  the  hon.  sec.,  writes  : 
*'  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
excellent  sport  has  been  bad  on  our 
water  this  season.  The  old  Stour 
still  continues  to  supply  a  fine 
volume  of  water,  it,  in  fact,  sur¬ 
prises  u.s  all.  I  have  had  a  few 
new  members  this  season,  all  of 
whom  are  simply  delighted  with  the 
wafer  and  the  prospect.  I  have 
succeeded  beyond  all  jirevious  ex¬ 
perience  with  my  fry  this  season, 
they  are  now  mostly  minnow  size 
and  in  good  strength  and  health. 
A  veteran  fidicrman.  Col.  F.,  who 
has  this  jear  taken  a  house  about 
a  dozen  miDs  from  lure  (at  the 
seaside),  has  had  some  capital  sport 
on  our  water.  On  the  Isc  Alay,  the 
opening  day.  he  killed  four  brace, 
returned  ten  brace,  and  declared  he 
rose  and  booked  quite  fifty  fish,  and 
he  a  stranger  to  the  water.  Three 
and  four  brace  are  frequent'y  taken 
now.  1  am  looking  forward  to  a 
visit  from  j'ou. — Yours  truly,  F.  C. 
Na-h,  3,  Parade,  Canterbury.” 


AI  AY-FLIES. 

(Phutogra;  hed  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Fry.) 

feed  at  the  same  time  as  the  trout,  T  started  again 
on  him  with  a  darkish  Grannom,  as  I  found  this 
fly  showed  fairly  well  amongst  the  weeds  and 
wind-ru tiled  surface.  Once  he  came  at  the  fly, 
showing  his  head  sidew'ays,  and  I  almost  fancied 
I  saw  his  eye  ;  then  two  minutes  elajised  without 
a  rise. 

Then,  as  my  fly  was  floating  down,  and  over 
where  he  most  frequently  rose,  up  he  came  and 
took  it  gently  as  if  he  had  been  waiting  for  that 
particular  fly  all  day. 

1  like  the  steady  rush  cf  a  fish  hooked  in  deep 
water,  and  it  gives  one  time  to  take  in  all  ihe 
bearings  of  dangers,  <i'C.  1  should  have  liked  to 

have  kept  this  fish  in  the  deeps,  but  after  a  deter¬ 
mined  run  up  stream,  he  started  off  down,  and 
was  soon  in  the  rapids  below;  here  I  was  obliged 
to  put  a  fair  strain  on  him  to  prevent  his  getting 
lower,  as  there  are  some  awkward  sunken  stumps 
in  the  tail  of  those  rapids.  After  a  few  minutes’ 
play  here  my  brother  arrived  on  the  set ne,  and 
cleverly  netted  the  fish  for  me. 

A  handsome  short,  thick-set  fish  weighing 
Hb.  14oz. 


a  salm  n  (Apb.)  and  two 
all  with  the  s  me  bait. 


The  “  Sekpentanic  ”  as  an  All- 
ROi'ND  Bait. — Amongst  the  many 
unsolicited  testimonials  Messrs. 
Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons  have 
received  respecting  this  bait,  Alajor- 
General  Alex.  D.  Clay  writes  to 
them  as  folljws  from  Ireland  : — “  I 
have  given  one  of  your  ‘  Serpen- 
tanic  ’  baits  a  good  trial  here,  and  I 
think  you  may  be  pleased  to  have 
a  report  on  the  bait.  I  took  one 
day  a  pike  of  fiRb.,  a  salmon  just 
under  121b.,  and  a  grand  trout  of 
41b.  13oz. ;  also  on  another  day. 


trout  (fl^lb.  and  Iflb.), 


AIr.  William  White,  of  Rodono  Hotel,  St. 
Alarm’s  Loch,  Selkirk,  writes:  “Dear  Sir, — We 
have  taken  the  George  Hotel,  Stanley,  Perth¬ 
shire,  the  property  of  Col.  Stewart  Saiideman. 
'I’here  i.s  a  splendid  reach  of  salmon  fishing, 
which  will  be  let  in  connection  with  the  hotel. 
The  George  Hotel  is  an  old  licensed  place,  but 
has  hitherto  lacked  accommodation.  This  has 
been  a  much-l’elt  want  in  the  district,  more 
especially  for  the  gentlemen  who  have  had  'he 
salmoi  fishing-!.  Col.  Sandeman  has  arranged 
to  enlarge  and  modertjise  the  hotel.  An  addition 
of  eight  or  Icn  bedrooms  is  to  be  made,  as  also 
smoking-room,  lavatories.  Ac.,  the  intention 
being  to  make  the  place  a  first-class  hotel.  Your 
subscriber  of  the  past  six  years  has  been  selected 
to  initiate  this  business  to  the  angling  and  tourist 
gentlemen  and  families,  and  he  is  hopeful,  when 
once  the  improvements  are  made,  that  a  new 
field,  in  a  sense,  will  be  opened  to  the  travelling 
public.” 
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^cofci^  Woies, 

By  Mac. 

0.  M.  M.,  Dekside,  writes:  “Thunderstorms 
have  been  of  daily  occurrence,  yet,  although  rain 
has  fallen  in  considerable  quantity,  the  river  has 
not  risen  more  than  an  inch  at  most.  The  moun¬ 
tain  feeders  did  come  away  on  Sunday  evening, 
but  the  floods  were  all  too  short-lived  to  have 
much  effect  on  sport.  The  only  bright  returns 
on  the  Dee  have  been  got  on  the  Invercauld 
Ballater  waters.  Here  Mr.  Copland  landed  five  ; 
Mr.  Murdoch,  Aberdeen,  five ;  Mr.  Drummond, 
three ;  and  other  anglers  one  or  two  apiece. 
Mr.  Murdoch  landed  tlie  heaviest  fish — a  beauty 
of  241b.  The  others  averaged  about  91b.  The 
event  of  the  week  in  sporting  circles  was  the 
marriage  of  Commander  Farquhar,  son  of  Sir 
Arthur  Farquhar,  K.C.B,,  Drumnagest,  to  Miss 
McNeill,  Edinburgh.  Commander  Farquhar  is 
without  doubt  the  most  popular  sportsman  on 
Deeside.  Apropos  of  the  Altar  of  Hymen,  it  is 
on  the  tapis  that  the  veteran  angler  John  Harper, 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  has  taken  the  hint  so  broadly 
given  him  when  his  sketch  appeared  in  the 
Gazette  some  time  ago  ;  and,  before  another  close 
time  sets  in,  is  to  have  some  one  at  his  ‘  ingle 
neuk  ’  to  cheer  the  long  and  dreary  nights  of 
the  coming  winter.  The  angler  on  tramp  may 
now  have  his  heart’s  desire  fulfilled,  and  wander 
from  place  to  place,  paying  for  bed  and  board  and 
‘  drap  o’  drink,’  and  make  his  choice  of  almost 
any  section  he  sees.  We  guarantee  him  fishing 
for  the  asking,  but  leave  him  to  arrange  for  his 
fish  as  best  he  may.’’ 

0'S  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  Lochmaddy 
Hotel,  North  Uist,  for  Tongue  Hotel,  Sutherland- 
shire,  Mr.  M.  Macinnes  was  the  recipient  of  a 
beautiful  silver  tea  urn,  as  a  mark  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  people  of  the  district. 


As  an  additional  attraction  to  tourists,  Mr. 
Butters,  Lairg,  has  had  laid  out  on  the  hotel 
grounds  a  pretty  golf  course,  which  extends  to 
nine  holes. 


Our  Fort  Augustus  correspondent  writes : 
“  What  Si  spell  of  dry  weather,  and  to  all  appear¬ 
ance  it  is  not  over  yet.  Still,  on  days  when  a 
westerly  breeze  is  blowing,  good  trout  angling  is 
got  in  this  and  the  surrounding  district.  Mr. 
Annan  has  arrived  at  Fort  Augustus,  Mr.  Moore 
having  gone  to  Invergarry,  and  it  won’t  be  any 
fault  of  theirs  if  a  good  report  is  not  chronicled 
next  week.  Mr.  Annan  landed  a  typical  Loch 
Ness  trout  the  other  day,  which  turned  the  scale 
at  8|lb.  Loch  Garry  is  also  yielding  good  sport.” 


McBouncer  writeth :  “  The  long  continuation 
of  drought  in  the  northern  latitudes  has  been 
tr>ing  to  salmon  anglers,  most  of  whom  have 
left  for  the  south  in  disgust,  and  several  I  could 
mention  waited  patiently  for  five  or  six  weeks 
without  getting  as  much  as  a  ‘  glorious  nibble.’ 
On  Saturday  and  Sunday  the  spell  was  broken, 
at  least  in  some  localities,  by  a  thunderstorm 
accompanied  by  heavy  rain,  which  will  doubtless 
make  angling  reports  for  this  week  more  satis¬ 
factory  than  they  have  been  for  the  last  two 
months.  During  the  storm  on  Saturday  a  young 
lad  at  Croick,  Eoss-shire,  named  MacGregor  was, 
while  holding  a  barbed  wire  fence,  rendered 
almost  unconscious  and  remained  stupefied  for  a 
considerable  time.  Another  person  in  his  com¬ 
pany,  but  not  touching  the  wire,  was  not  in  the 
least  affected.  It  is  supiposed  that  the  lightning 
struck  the  fence  some  distance  off.  By  the  way, 
the  excessive  drought  vre  have  had  must  be  held 
responsible  for  the  following  incident :  A  few 
days  ago  two  gillies,  whom  we  may  call  Alister 
and  Donald,  foregathered  as  usual  at  the  Baln- 
goggan  Arms  Hotel  in  case  their  services  might 
be  required  on  the  river.  Of  course  it  was  no 
use  trying,  river  dead  low  and  bright  sunshine 
overhead.  How  to  pass  the  time  was  a  regular 
puzzle  until  two  worthy  crofters  from  Dallach- 
raggan  appeared  on  the  scene  with  their 
shaggy  pfinies  and  primitive  harness.  After  the 
usual  handshakings  and  “  Cia  mar  tha  sibhs  ?  ” 
(How.  are  you?)  the  four  adjourned  to  No.  3, 
where  a  half  mutchkin  of  the  best  was  called  ; 
then  another,  and  another,  and  so  on  until 


midday,  when  the  crofters  left.  The  two  gillies 
found  themselves  outside  under  a  scorching 
sun,  and,  thinking  that  a  quiet  siesta  in  some 
shady  nook  would  do  them  good,  they  betook 
themselves  to  the  carthouse  at  the  back,  and  there 
lay  down  on  the  clean  brackens  on  the  ground  to 
have  a  snooze.  Donald,  who  was  the  first  to 
waken,  got  up  and  left  Alister  snoring.  Shortly 
afterwards  a  monstrous  breeding  sow  waddled 
in  to  the  carthouse,  and  coolly  lay  down  on  the 
spot  vacated  by  Donald,  with  its  bristly  back 
close  to  Alister.  In  due  time  Betsy,  the  scullery- 
maid,  went  out  shouting,  ‘  Tha  ’n  dinneir  deas  ’ 
(dinner’s  ready),  but  had  great  difficulty  in 
rousing  Alister.  At  last  he  gave  the  sow  a 
dig  with  his  fist,  saying,  ‘  Dhonuill,  tha  ’n  dinneir 
deas  ’  (Donald,  the  dinner’s  ready).  This  he 
repeated  several  times,  and  on  each  occasion  was 
replied  by  a  long-drawn  grunt  from  the  pig — pig 
No.  2  we  might  almost  call  it.  When  Betsy  got 
Alister  thoroughly  roused  up,  his  dismay  can  be 
better  imagined  than  described.  I  may  add  that 
this  incident  is  not  a  ‘made-up,’  for  it  really 
happened.”  _ 

Fishixg  on  Loch  Rannoch  on  31st  ult.,  Mr.  C. 
Jackson,  Manchester,  caught  a,  Salmoferox  which, 
after  some  exciting  sport,  was  landed,  and  found 
to  weigh  71bs.  _ 


OuR  Isla  (Perthshire)  correspondent  writes : 
“  Owing  to  the  rain  of  the  previous  week  the 
river  was  in  better  ply  for  fishing  than  it  has 
been  for  a  considerable  time  past.  There  was  a 
perceptible  rise,  and  the  water  being  of  the  proper 
colour,  good  baskets  of  trout  were  got  on  the 
higher  and  more  inland  reaches.” 


Fi.shing  on  Loch  Leven  one  day  last  week  Mr. 
Nesbit,  London,  had  a  splendid  basket  of  forty 
trout,  weighing  .30|lb. 


The  Dee  is  now  little  more  than  a  good  sized 
burn,  and  has  become  terribly  filthy  in  the 
bottom,  but  its  water  is  crystal  clearness,  and 
very  hot.  Fly  is  absolutely  no  use  on  it,  the  fish  will 
not  look  at  them.  Notwithstanding  these  adverse 
conditions  the  Rev.  H.  Upcher  had  good  sport  at 
Ballater  the  three  closing  days  of  last  week.  He 
got  fourteen  fish,  averaging  from  ti|lb.  to  7.|lb., 
fishing  with  prawn  and  minnow  on  the  Morven 
stretch  and  the  Invercauld  Hotel  fishery.  On 
Friday  he  had  seven  fish,  one  on  the  hotel  water 
and  six  on  Morven. 


I  HEAR  the  Hon.  Arnold  Morley,  M.P.,  Post¬ 
master-General,  and  Mr.  Andre  have  rented  from 
Lord  Wimborne  the  Achnashellach  fishings  and 
shooting  for  the  season. 


Mr.  Archibald  Harper  writes  from  the 
Thurso ;  “A  few  days  of  dull  weather,  with  a  cold, 
northerly  wind,  brought  the  salmon  in  Loch 
M'^re  into  good  form,  and  they  are  rising  to  the 
fly  very  freely.  Owing  to  the  indifferent  sport 
last  month  the  whole  of  the  anglers  had  hit. 
One  gentleman,  however,  returned,  and  caught 
eleven  salmon  in  three  days — three  on  27th,  six 
on  29th  (and  lost  five),  and  two  on  the  30th,  their 
average  weight  being  about  101b.  Another  angler 
arrived  on  31st  ult.,  and  next  morning  a  start  was 
made  for  Loch  More,  with  ‘  Old  Angus  ’  as  gillie. 
Sixteen  salmon  fell  to  his  rod  that  day,  and  three 
on  2nd,  thus  in  two  days  beating  the  score  of 
any  single  rod  for  the  months  of  April  or  May. 
The  whole  of  the  fish  were  taken  by  fair  casting 
of  the  fly  from  a  boat.  What  makes  this  occur¬ 
rence  all  the  more  remarkable  is  that  there  was 
no  spate,  nor  rain  to  speak  of,  before  these  takes 
were  got.  The  weather  here  has  again  turned 
warm,  and  sport  will,  in  all  likelihood,  fall  off  a 
bit.” 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  me:  "The 
salmon  are  still  keeping  up,  both  in  numbers  and 
quality.  This  last  week  there  has  been  a  general 
improvement  all  over.  The  weights  of  those  gob 
range  from  61b.  up  to  301b.,  the  average  being 
about  101b.  I  he  sea-fishing  is  proving  best  just 
now,  in  fact  the  river  is  really  doing  nothing, 
which  is  only  what  could  be  expected,  considering 
the  low  state  of  the  water.  The  weather  has  been 
suiting  most  of  the  places  wonderfully  well,  but 
what  is  most  wanted  is  two  or  three  inches  of  a 
spate  in  the  river.  Very  few  lean  fisb  are  bein^' 


got.  The  smolts  are  all  down  to  the  sea,  none 
having  been  seen  for  the  past  ten  days  in  the  river. 
The  kelts  with  few  exceptions  have  also  cleared  out. 
Grilse  are  not  coming  on  fast,  but  there  has  been 
no  inducement ;  the  water  being  so  low  they  are 
doing  as  well  as  could  be  looked  for.  Their 
quality  is  very  good,  and  the  average  weight  is 
from  21b.  to  25lb.  One  was  got  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Don,  in  the  beginning  of  this  week,  and 
weighed  within  an  ounce  or  two  of  41b.  Sea- 
trout  are  still  looking  well  in  about,  but  I  am 
afraid  the  fishing  will  be  lost  if  there  is  not  more 
water.  This  ought  to  be  their  best  time.” 

Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  writes :  “  May,  the  best  fly-fishing 

month,  has  gone  beyond  recall,  for  this  season 
at  any  rate,  so  anglers  must  ‘  grin  and  bear 
it.’  On  the  Noran  some  fair  baskets  were 
got  last  week,  the  most  of  them  by  ‘  wormers.’ 
Perhaps  I  may  better  mention  that  the  Noran  is 
a  feeder  of  the  South  Esk.  The  trout  got  in 
it  are  not  large,  but  beautifully  clear  and  of 
splendid  quality.  The  Noran  runs  over  a  clear 
pebbly  bed,  which,  of  course,  accounts  for  the 
fresh  appearance  of  the  trout  iu  its  waters. 
The  South  Esk  is  as  low  as  ditch  water,  and 
in  it  there  is  little  being  got  by  anglers,  unless, 
perhaps,  parr.  By  the  way,  I  hear  that  some  of 
our  local  authorities  are  trying  to  make  out  that 
parr-tail  fishing  is  illegal.  Well,  it  goes  without 
saying  that  if  people  fish  with  parr-tail  they 
must  have  caught  the  parr  first  before  coming  into 
possession  of  the  tail ;  further,  if  they  fish  with 
salmon  parr-tail  they  must  first  catch  the  salmon 
parr,  and  we  know  that  it  is  illegal  to  destroy 
joung  salmon  at  any  of  the  earlier  stages  of  their 
growth.  But  parr- tail  fishing  does  not  necessarily 
mean  salmon  parr  tail  fishing,  for  trout  at  a 
certain  stage  of  their  existence  also  go  under  the 
name  of  parr.  Many  experts  at  this  mode  of 
fishing  maintain  that  trout  parr  are  more 
deadly  than  salmon  parr  when  used  as  a 
lure  for  large  trout.  On  the  other  hand,  many, 
owing  to  the  great  resemblance  between  salmon 
and  trout  parr,  mistake  the  one  for  the  other. 
Francis  Francis,  in  his  treatise  on  ‘  Fish  Culture,’ 
speaking  of  salmon  parr,  or  young  salmon  which 
have  not  yet  assumed  their  silvery  coat,  says 
they  ‘  strongly  resemble  young  trout.’  If  those 
who  differ  from  me  on  this  point  do  not  admit 
that  young  trout  are  entitled  to  be  called  parr,  I 
shall  go  on  fishing  with  trout  parr-tail  as  before; 
but,  in  deference  to  their  opinion,  I  shall  try  in 
future  to  change  the  name  (though  not  the  bait), 
and  say  I  went  fishing  with  ‘  juvenile  trout  tail  ’ 
for  adult  trout.  I  shall  thus  be  on  a  par  with 
the  originator  of  the  saying,  ‘A  rose  by  any 
other  name  would  smell  as  sweet,’  and  I  am  sure 
‘  a  parr  by  any  other  name  will  kill  as  well.’ 
Fishing  laws  are  stringent  we  all  know;  so 
perhaps  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a,  post-mortem 
examination  of  any  large  trout  we  may  take  in 
future  to  see  that  there  are  no  salmon  parr  in 
their  interiors,  as  if  we  don’t  return  such  to  the 
river  we  may  be,  as  the  medical  student  said, 
‘fracturing  the  law.’  It  is  a  pity,  however,  that 
we  are  not  put  ‘  on  a  par  ’  with  large  trout, 
which  can  legally  destroy  as  many  parr  as 
they  have  a  mind  to.  On  Saturday  last  several 
good  baskets  of  trout  were  got  on  the  West 
Water  with  fly  and  worm,  but  few  of  them  of 
large  size.  The  rivers  are  still  so  low  that 
angling  prospects  are  depressing  to  the  last 
degree;  and  unless  we  get  lots  of  rain  soon 
we  won’t  have  water  to  drink,  not  to  speak  of  a 
flood,  for  which  all  trouters  are  fondly  sighing.” 

Our  Spey  correspondent  writes:  “I  had  a  run 
up  Speyside  a  week  ago  and  was  much  struck 
with  the  extreme  low  ebb  to  which  the  river 
had  fallen.  At  present  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
conceive  the  majesty  it  can  assume  when  career¬ 
ing  along  in  full  flood.  Pity  I  am  not  an 
amateur  photographer,  otherwise  I  should  have 
sent  you  a  print,  for  certainly  the  beauty  of  the 
Strath  is  enough  to  arouse  the  artistic  spirit  of 
the  most  unobservant.  In  my  run  of  some  thirty 
miles,  in  place  of  the  many  anglers  to  be  seen  on 
the  water  in  more  favourable  angling  conditions, 
I  observed  only  one,  and  he  a  young  lad  with  his 
‘breeks’  rolled  up,  and  with  a  trout  rod,  trying 
his  luck.  Where  were  the  anglers  ?  Well,  a 
number  have  gone  south  to  wait  for  more  favour¬ 
able  times ;  others  have  gone  to  the  lochs  in  the 
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west  coast,  and  a  few,  a  very  few,  are  still  to  be 
found  not  far  from  the  riverside,  indulging, 
quite  probably,  in  language  not  the  choicest,  at 
their  ‘  hard  lines.’  Colonels  Vivian  and  Annack 
left  Delfur  Lodge  for  London  on  Wednesday, 
without  landing  a'  single  fish,  and  they  are  not 
exceptions.”  _ 

Johnnie  Sutherland,  of  Durness,  writes:  “  The 
Kyle  is  in  good  trim  at  present  for  fishing. 
There  are  slight  showers  of  rain  almost  every^ 
day,  which  only  serves  to  give  the  water  the 
proper  colour,  and  does  not  allow  the  fish  to 
leave  the  Kyle.  Fresh-run  fish  are  coming  in 
with  every  tide.  I  have  been  here  for  sixteen 
years,  and  I  never  saw  the  Kyle  in  better  order 
than  at  present ;  it  is  a  pity  that  anglers  are  not 
arriving,  as  they  are  allowing  the  best  of  the 
season  to  slip.  Mr.  H.  W.  Davis,  London,  on 
1st  inst ,  caught  twelve  fish  which  weighed  141b. ; 
on  2nd,  twenty,  271b. ;  and  on  ord,  twenty-four, 
321b.;  largest  2|lb.  On  5th,  Mr.  T.  T.  McKay 
caught  four  beauties  scaling  51b.,  largest  l^lb.” 


A  BEAUTIFUL  ti’out  of  fi.jlb.  was  caught  on  Loch 
Eannoch  by  Mr.  Peddie,  Perth,  last  Friday. 


Trout-fishing  on  the  Ythan  last  week  showed 
a  marked  improvement.  Several  capital  baskets 
have  been  got.  The  largest  fish  of  the  season — 
a  splendid  trout  of  31b. — was  got  by  the  Rev.  P. 
Anton,  Kilsyth. 


FLY-FISHING  IN  THE  TEME. 


By  Fr.yncis  T.  B.  Hurly. 


Most  fishermen,  I  imagine,  have  a  favourite 
stream ;  a  stream  to  which,  when  absent,  their 
thoughts  naturally  revert,  and  where  memory 
can  revel  in  many  a  vision  of  bygone  happy  days. 
There  may  be  several  reasons  to  account  for  this 
partiality.  Perhaps  it  is  the  stream  where  we 
first  learnt  the  rudiments,  or,  possibly  it  is  that 
which,  now-a-days,  we  oftenest  fish,  and  so  know 
best.  However  this  may  be,  I  think  such  a 
stream  exists  for  most  of  us,  and  for  my  owm 
part  I  am  exceedingly  thankful  that  such  is  the 
case. 

The  stream  whose  name  heads  this  article  is 
my  partiality — the  Teme  ;  the  Teme  I  oftenest 
fish,  and  in  the  Teme  I  caught  that  piscatorial 
phenomenon,  “  my  first  trout,”  which  reason  alone 
I  consider  is  ample  justification  for  the  exalted 
place  it  holds  in  my  affections. 

But  even  at  this  point  I  am  compelled  to 
desist,  for  conscience  will  not  be  denied.  Was  it  in 
the  Teme  that  I  caught  ray  first  trout  ?  “  Yes,” 

says  that  inward  monitor,  ”  it  was  in  the  Teme 
that  you  caught  your  first  trout  with  a  fly,  but 
you  caught  several  trout  long  before  that  with  a 
nightdine  ;  you  know  perfectly  well  that  you  did. 
And  what  is  more,  you  caught  several  trout  long 
before  then,  by  prodding  them  through  the  back 
with  an  extempore  harpoon,  fashioned  out  of  a 
kitchen  three-pronged  fork,  and  with  barbs  filed 
in  each  of  the  side  prongs,  and  the  whole  lashed 
to  a  stout  hazle  stick.  Neither  is  that  the  end 
of  your  delinquencies,  for  you  well  recollect  how 
you  and  others  used  to  dam  up  the  pools  of  a 
certain  little  brook,  and  turning  the  W'ater 
through  a  new  channel,  collar  trout,  eels,  stickle¬ 
backs,  and  everything  else  you  could  find,  you 
atrocious  miscreant.” 

Well,  it  is  true.  I  hope  I  may  be  forgiven,  for 
I  knew  no  better,  and,  indeed,  glorious  sport  we 
deemed  it.  I  hope  my  ideas  of  “  sport  ”  have 
undergone  development.  At  any  rate  the  trout 
was  enhanced  in  my  estimation,  and  the  superi¬ 
ority  of  the  artificial  fly  as  a  means  of  taking  them 
fully  brought  home  to  me  after  that  first  notable 
capture  with  a  fly;  insignificant  specimen  of  his 
race  though  he  was,  but  withal  plump  and  golden 
bellied,  and,  as  the  first  fruits  of  a  new  art,  some¬ 
thing  to  be  proud  of. 

But  to  get  on  to  the  Teme,  and  for  the  sake 
of  distinction  and  accuracy  let  me  state  that  I 
speak  of  the  Teme  at  Ludlow.  Those  of  my 
readers  who  know  Ludlow  will  bear  me  out  when 
1  say  that  either  from  the  point  of  view  of  a 
fisherman,  or  of  anyone  who  can  appreciate  the 


beauties  of  nature,  there  are  few  spots  where 
their  several  tastes  can  be  better  satisfied.  The 
old  town  itself,  with  its  quaint  irregularity  of 
streets  and  buildings,  seeming  to  have  so  little  in 
sympathy  with  the  nineteenth  century,  carries 
with  it  a  charm  which  is  quite  its  own.  Above 
all  the  grand  old  church  and  stately  tower  rears 
its  head.  Ludlow  again  would  hardly  be  Ludlow 
without  its  castle,  but  I  forbear  description. 
Beneath  and  around  the  castle  flows  the  Teme, 
sweeping  under  two  ancient  bridges.  The  Teme 
here  looks  worthy  to  be  a  salmon  river,  as  indeed 
it  is,  but  unfortunately  the  fish  can  only  come  up 
when  the  season  is  over.  At  Ashford,  some  five 
miles  below,  salmon  in  great  numbers  may  be 
seen  in  the  floods  scaling  the  horse-shoe  weir.  It 
is  a  great  pity  that  nothing  is  done  to  help  them 
past  the  barriers  below  earlier  in  tbe  season.  As 
far  as  trout  and  grayling  are  concerned  the  water 
between  the  bridges  is,  I  believe,  free  fishing,  but 
I  cannot  speak  of  it  from  personal  experience. 
Speaking  of  the  bridges  reminds  me  that  old 
Ludford  bridge  is  no  more.  The  greater  portion 
of  it  was  washed  down  some  years  since,  but  it  has 
been  rebuilt,  and  the  triangular  buttresses  are  as 
of  yore.  Below  Ludford  bridge  for  nearly  a  mile 
the  water  is  unfishable.  On  one  side  runs  the 
road,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
streams,  is  all  deep  water.  The  Ludford  Park 
water  is  below  this  and  continues  for  several 
miles,  and  is  strictly  preserved.  This  water  1 
know  well,  as,  through  the  kindness  of  its  late 
owner,  I  had  permission  to  fish  it. 

There  are  few  views  to  my  mind  more  typically 
representativeofatrout  stream  than  the  Teme  here 
presents  as  you  turn  through  the  stile  from  the 
road  to  the  first  fishable  water  below.  For  half 
a  mile  the  eye  catches  a  vista  of  rocky  pools, 
glittering  streams,  and  shingly  glides,  while,  as 
far  as  can  be  seen,  the  stream  flows  in  a  mighty 
crescent  under  a  steep  decline  coming  to  the 
water’s  edge,  and  thickly  covered  with  lofty  trees 
and  thick  underwood. 

It  is  rather  ticklish  wading  to  get  across  so  as 
to  fish  the  first  pool  up.  The  water  pours 
through  a  rocky  channel,  and  you  must  know 
your  ground  and  tread  it  carefully.  Despite  the 
proximity  of  the  road  and  the  consequent  facility 
this  stream  offers  to  be  poached,  there  are  some 
splendid  fish  in  it,  both  trout  and  grayling.  There 
is  a  corner  on  the  far  side,  still  and  scummy, 
where  at  certain  times  the  frequent  boils  denote 
the  presence  of  good  fish,  and  many  a  pounder 
have  I  had  out  of  here.  This  was  also  a  favourite 
place  with  me  for  grayling,  but  at  certain  times 
to  get  the  big  ones  it  was  necessary  to  employ  a 
particular  plan,  the  invention,  I  believe,  of  a 
friend  of  mine,  from  whom,  with  much  besides, 
I  learnt  it.  There  are  certain  places,  heads  of 
rough  pools,  where  the  big  fish  sometimes  rise 
with  the  most  encouraging  persistency,  but  where 
you  may  expend  a  large  amount  of  your  available 
stock  of  patience,  trying  them  with  a  wet  fly,  and 
then  leave  them  in  disgust.  The  difficulty  is  to 
get  a  dry  fly  to  float,  as  the  water  is  so  broken 
and  sinks  the  line  immediately.  The  plan  is 
simply  to  wade  in  as  near  as  you  can  get,  and 
reel  up  your  line  till  there  is  little  besides  the 
casting  line  out,  and  dry  your  fly — waving  it 
about — as  dry  as  toast,  then  simply  lower  it  on 
to  the  water,  allowing  the  least  possible  amount 
of  gut  to  touch  the  w'ater.  It  will  float  a  yard  or 
two  by  this  method  in  the  roughest  water,  and 
the  avidity  with  which  the  fish  will  take  it  when 
so  offered  is  astonishing.  Of  course  it  is  only 
possible  with  grayling  who  do  not  mind  you 
getting  near  them.  It  is  also  very  useful  on 
very  blustery  days.  I  have  frequently  killed 
fish  between  the  gusts  in  this  way  when  the 
wind  was  so  strong  that  it  was  quite  impos¬ 
sible  to  keep  the  flies  on  the  water  by  ordinary 
methods. 

I  was  once  witness  to  a  curious  little  scene, 
which  I  remember  in  this  connection  because  1 
happened  to  be  fishing  in  this  very  way  at  the 
time.  It  was  an  October  morning  some  years 
since ;  I  was  standing  in  the  river  drying  my  fly, 
having  just  landed  a  good  fish.  Down  the  path 
in  the  covert  opposite  I  noticed  two  suspicious 
looking  individuals  accompanied  by  a  large  black 
lurcher.  The  elder  of  the  two  men  had  on  an 
old  rusty  velveteen  tail-coat,  the  tails  of  which 
bulged  out  very  prominently,  and  it  did  not 
require  a  great  amount  of  intuition  to  guest 
their  contents.  The  justice  of  my  suspicion  was 


soon  to  be  confirmed.  They  passed  out  of  sight, 
but  five  minutes  or  so  later  back  they  came  up 
the  bank,  the  dog  in  front  and  the  men  following, 
while  a  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  two  policemen, 
a  young  one  and  a  stouter  and  more  elderly 
member  of  the  force,  who  looked  in  danger  of 
bursting  a  blood  vessel,  formed  the  pack.  The 
curious  thing  was  to  see  the  capacity  of  those 
tail-pockets.  I  do  not  know  what  they  thought 
they  were  doing,  unless  it  was  to  lighten  them¬ 
selves,  but  rabbits,  six  or  seven,  and  two  or 
three  pheasants,  were  thrown  out  with  quite 
reckless  extravagance,  but  in  the  most  incrimi¬ 
nating  manner.  The  chase  did  not  last  long  as 
the  hill  was  too  much  for  all  parties,  and  when 
about  ten  yards  only  separated  them  they  all 
pulled  up,  and  came  to  an  understanding,  which 
consisted  in  the  stout  policeman  plunging  his 
hand  without  ceremony  or  apology  into  the  tails 
and  extracting  another  rabbit  or  two.  They  then 
proceeded  in  the  most  friendly  way  towards  the 
town. 

Dry-fly  fishing  was  an  unknown  art  on  the 
Teme  about  Ludlow  a  very  few  years  ago. 
Indeed,  the  one  or  two  persons  who  used  it  were 
looked  upon  as  something  in  the  nature  of 
lunatics ;  but  I  have  myself  had  the  gratification 
of  convincing  a  few  people  to  the  contrary.  There 
are  streams  in  the  Teme  which  are  quite  perfec¬ 
tion  for  the  dry  fly,  chiefly  no  doubt  for  grayling, 
but  in  many  places  for  trout  as  well.  At  Steven- 
ton  there  is  a  farmhouse  built  right  above  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  the  wall  is  carried  down  to 
the  water.  The  stream  below  is  simply  a  delight¬ 
ful  one,  and  used  to  be,  at  any  rate,  a  marvellous 
stream  for  big  grayling,  and  it  did  much  to 
encourage  my  earliest  efforts.  At  the  head  there 
is  a  large  tree,  with  branches  coming  nearly 
across  the  stream,  which  flows  down  under  the 
wall  for  about  thirty  yards  ;  a  smooth  continued 
glide,  from  two  to  three  feet  deep  all  the  way. 
Here,  in  perfect  stillness,  you  could  follow  a 
bubble,  or  a  leaf,  or  a  speck  of  scum,  or 
the  tiny  ephemera,  or  your  own  fly  travelling 
jauntily  down,  and  with  perfect  ease  note  the 
whole  process — the  silver  gleam  from  the  dark¬ 
ness  b°low,  and  the  broad  side  glance,  as  your 
rod  point  goes  up  swift  and  soft,  and  j’ou  have 
him.  In  such  places  one  cannot  but  be  bitten 
with  the  perfect  asstheticism  of  the  dry  fly.  I 
have  seen  this  stream  alive  with  rising  fish,  and 
have  frequently  filled  my  basket  at  this  place 
alone  ;  but  more  often  when  there  were  but  few 
fish  to  be  seen  moving.  When  the  boiling  con¬ 
dition  was  on  it  was  generally  at  those  tiny  pests 
which  defy  our  powers  to  imitate.  I  have  tried 
all  sorts  of  things,  but  nothing  satisfactory.  The 
best,  I  think,  is  a  No.  000  hook,  with  one  or  two 
turns  of  starling’s  breast,  and  on  the  bend  of  the 
hook  a  tag  of  plain  cork.  Of  course  the  tag 
alone  is  as  big  us  the  real  fly,  but,  according  to 
my  theory,  it  is  not  regarded  by  the  fish  as 
belonging  to  the  fly ;  and  serves  to  keep  the  fly 
on  the  top  of  the  water,  and  rather  hides  the  bend 
than  anything  else.  This,  however,  will  rise  them, 
but  from  the  size  of  the  hook  they  are  more  often 
touched  than  hooked.  1  have  done  best  with  a 
fly  quite  different  and  a  good  deal  bigger.  I  do 
not  think  it  matters  much  what  one  tries,  but  I 
give  the  first  choice  to  anything  that  I  have 
taken  fish  with  during  the  day.  A  Pink  Wickham 
is  not  bad,  and  a  Little  Chap  occasionally  kills, 
but  of  course  it  is  very  unsatisfactory  work. 
Early  in  the  season,  on  the  Teme,  there  is  very 
little  need  to  use  a  dry  fly,  as  the  trout  take  the 
wet  quite  freely.  There  are,  however,  times  even 
fairly  early  in  the  season,  say  from  the  middle  to 
the  end  of  April  and  the  first  days  of  May,  when 
it  pays.  During  a  heavy  rise  of  March  Brown, 
which  is  often  very  late,  I  have  found  a  dry  fly 
of  a  different  pattern — the  Dark  (Hive  and  the 
Hare’s  Ear  particularly — do  much  better  than  the 
Brown  on  the  water.  As  far  as  my  own  experience 
goes,  I  have  found  the  JMarch  Brown  consistently 
disappointing,  and  never  more  so  than  when  they 
are  up  in  swarms,  and  the  fish  taking  them 
freely  on  the  top  of  the  water.  Then  I  would  use 
anything  else  in  preference,  but  dry.  One  of  the 
best  all-round  flies  in  the  Teme  until  after  May  is 
a  combination  between  a  Blue  Dun  and  a  Hare’s 
Ear,  dressed  large,  hook  No.  1,  Fennel  scale,  body 
hare’s  ear,  ribbed  flat  gold  tinsel,  and  fairly  full, 
whisks  and  hackle  dark  blue  dun,  and  very  little 
of  it,  wings  dark  starling. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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THE  FISHERIES  SECTION  AT  THE 
WORLD’S  FAIR. 


By  Our  Correspondent  in  Chicago. 


Other  sections  of  the  World’s  Fair  are  more 
extensive,  more  imposing,  far  more  magnificent 
than  that  given  over  to  fisheries,  but  it  may  well 
be  doubted  if  any  section  will  have  more 
enthusiastic  visitors,  or  yield  its  visitors  more 
delight.  Since  the  seas  have  lapped  the  earth, 
since  the  streams  have  trickled  down  from  the 
hills,  there  have  been  fishers.  Yet  it  was  fishing, 
as  the  earliest  industry  of  the  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere,  which  did  much  to  promote  the  colonisa¬ 
tion  of  new  lands.  Accordingly,  there  is  a  certain 
appropriateness  in  the  existence  of  a  substantial 
fisheries  section  in  connection  with  this 
Columbian  exposition.  Nay,  more — Columbus 
himself,  although  we  know  little  of  him,  may  have 
been  an  angler,  or  come  of  fisher  folk.  Daring 
his  long  quest  for  the  shores  of  a  new  world  how 
many  an  hour  did  he  occupy,  how  many  a  mouth 
§11,  by  casting  a  line  and  a  hook  for  the  fishes  ? 
It  is  little  matter  whether  these  pretty  thoughts 
had  anything  to  to  with  the  decision  of  the  pro¬ 
moters  of  the  World’s  Fair  that  the  section  for 
fisheries  should  be  a  substantial  one.  The  point 
is  that,  as  a  result  of  careful  thought,  hard  work, 
and  high  capacity,  a  comprehensive  fisheries  ex¬ 
hibition  is  embraced  within  the  immense  acres  of 
Jackson  Park. 

On  the  day  President  Cleveland  opened  the  fair, 
a  witty  American  Senator  rather  made  fun  of  one 
of  the  buildings,  on  account  of  its  want  of  beauty. 
It  was  not  the  Fisheries  Building  he  alluded  to, 
for,  by  general  admission,  it  is  one  of  the 
handsomest  in  the  whole  exhibition.  Mr. 
Henry  Ives  Cobb,  who  designed  the  Fisheries 
Building — by  the  by,  the  cost  has  been  about 
£40,000 — began  with  the  advantage  of  a  good 
position.  It  is  situated  at  the  north  end  of 
Jackson  Park,  where  the  ground  is  most  pic¬ 
turesque,  and  it  looks  on  to  the  main  lagoon.  If  a 
new  casting  rod  has  to  be  tried,  one  has  only  to 
step  out  of  doors  and  down  to  the  edge  of  the 
lagoon,  or,  if  the  lagoon  will  not  satisfy,  why, 
Lake  Michigan,  with  its  endless  stretch  of  water, 
is  not  five  minutes  away.  Neither  in  the  lagoon, 
nor,  it  may  be,  in  the  lake  at  this  point,  are  many 
basketsful  likely  to  be  landed.  To  the  enthusiastic 
fisherman  that,  of  course,  would  be  a  matter  of  no 
consequence.  Really  there  are  three  distinct 
buildings  to  accommodate  the  fisheries  exhibits. 
First  the  central  structure,  which  is  rectangular 
in  form  and  over  360ft.  in  breadth.  Besides  the 
floor  space  there  are  galleries,  30ft.  wide,  running 
the  entire  length  and  across  both  ends.  Here,  in 
the  central  structure  the  space  is  given  up  to 
commercial  flsheries,  scientific  investigation,  and 
fish  culture.  Second,  lying  to  the  west,  comes 
the  annexe,  where  that  genial  angler  and  excellent 
fellow.  Dr.  James  A.  Henshall,  has  set  out  the 
angling  exhibits.  Third,  to  the  east,  is  another 
polygonal  pavilion,  fitted  up  as  an  aquarium,  for 
the  exhibition  of  live  fish. 

These  three  buildings  then,  with  the  stars  and 
stripes  flying  from  all,  make  the  Fisheries  Build¬ 
ing.  The  architectural  style  is  Spanish  Roman¬ 
esque,  and  the  buildings  externally  are  decorated 
with  representations  of  fish  and  other  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  water.  Architects  somehow  in 
decorating  a  building  with  any  kind  of  figures, 
rarely  typify  fishes.  Here  that  was  clearly  the 
one  thing  which  had  to  be  done  at  all  hazards. 
But  artistically — on  that  one  consideration  alone 
— the  effect  is  excellent,  and  it  would  not  be 
surprising  if  the  inhabitant  of  the  waters  now 
takes  some  kind  of  rank  with  the  architect.  The 
extreme  length  of  the  Fisheries  Building — in¬ 
cluding  the  arcades  leading  to  the  two  annexes— 
is  something  like  1100ft.  A  visitor  interested 
to  any  extent  in  fishes,  fishing,  and  fisheries, 
might  occupy  not  one  merely  but  several  days  in 
going  over  the  place.  In  the  aquarium  there  is 
a  spacious  rotunda,  having  in  the  centre  a  pool 
twenty-six  feet  wide.  Rocks  covered  with  moss 
and  lichens  rear  themselves  in  fantastic  shapes 
in  this  pool,  and  fishes  dive  about,  now  appearing 
with  a  flash  like  a  glint  of  sunlight  at  dawn,  now 
disappearing  like  an  arrow  shot  into  the  twilight. 
Little  streams  of  water  gurgle  up  from  crevices 
in  the  rocks  and  fall  back  with  a  splash  into  the 
pool.  ’Tis  a  capital  picture,  and  the  people  never 


seem  to  tire  looking  into  the  depths  of  the  pool  at 
the  sporting  fishes  and  the  twining  aquatic 
plants.  You  go  round  one  side  of  the  rotunda 
to  see  the  fresh-water  tanks,  round  the  other  for 
the  salt-water  tanks.  As  would  be  expected, 
the  fresh-water  tanks  occupy  the  greater  space, 
or  in  other  words,  the  live  specimens  of  fresh¬ 
water  fishes  on  view  are  somewhat  more  numerous 
than  the  salt-water  specimens. 

Taking  all  the  tanks  together,  they  range  in 
capacity  from  eight  hundred  to  twenty-seven 
thousand  gallons  of  water  each.  Exclusive  of 
reservoirs  the  total  water  capacity  of  the  whole 
aquaria  is  stated  to  be  a  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  gallons ;  some  forty  thousand  gallons 
are  devoted  to  the  salt  water  sections — to  the 
marine  section — and  the  needful  supply  was 
brought  from  a  station  which  the  United  States 
Fish  Commission  has  at  Wood’s  Holl,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Evaporation  was  brought  into  play 
to  make  the  transport  of  the  salt  water  to 
Chicago  more  easy,  fresh  water  from  Lake 
Michigan  being  used  to  restore  it  to  its  proper 
density.  By  an  ingenious  system  of  circulation 
and  aeration  the  salt  water  is  continually  kept 
in  a  pure  state.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that 
private  exhibitors  have  no  part  or  place  in  the 
aquarium,  which  is,  so  to  speak,  an  American 
national  exhibit — and  an  uncommonly  interesting 
and  useful  one.  As  it  happens,  there  is  a  part 
of  the  fisheries  section — certainly  it  may  be 
described  as  a  part — quite  outside  the  Fisheries 
Building.  This  is  a  very  fine  exhibit  organised 
by  the  United  States  Fish  Commission,  which  in 
its  day  has  done  much  excellent  work.  Where 
the  American  Government  exhibits,  it  exhibits 
within  the  walls  of  the  Government  Building. 
The  Government  Building  was  erected  for  the 
sole  and  whole  purpose  of  Government  exhibits, 
and  it  is  full  from  end  to  end.  Well,  the  north 
end  of  the  building  looks  upon  the  Fisheries 
Building — in  fact,  is  only  fifty  or  eighty  yards 
distant.  Clearly  it  was  the  natural  thing,  if  the 
Fish  Commission  exhibit  was  to  be  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Building  that  it  should  be  at  the  north  end, 
near  to  the  Fisheries  Building, 

To  all  intents  and  purposes  therefoi'e,  the 
exhibit  of  the  Fish  Commission,  while  separated 
by  two  walls,  a  stretch  of  lagoon,  and  a  few  yards 
of  green  sward  from  the  Fisheries  Building,  is 
still  part  and  parcel  of  it.  If  the  visitor  wishes 
to  prepare  for  the  Fisheries  Buildings  by  looking 
at  the  Fish  Commission  exhibit,  he  has  only  to 
step  across  the  way,  getting  a  whiff  of  the  breeze 
from  off  Lake  Michigan  in  so  doing.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  he  dines  on  the  fisheries  section 
proper  first,  all  he  has  to  do  for  dessert  is  to 
walk  over  to  the  Government  Building  and 
there  find  the  Fish  Commission  exhibit.  Experts 
declare  the  exhibit  of  the  Fish  Commission  to  be 
a  thoroughly  good  one.  On  that  declaration 
alone  it  may  be  assumed  to  be  a  good  one,  since, 
curiously  enough,  an  exhibit  emanating  from  a 
Government  is  invariably  subjected  to  a  stream 
of  criticism  which,  in  the  case  of  private  indi¬ 
viduals,  would  be  regarded  as  too  severe.  For 
many  things  in  the  Fish  Commission  exhibit  the 
National  Museum  at  Washington  has  been  drawn 
upon.  People  who  examined  America’s  exhibit 
at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  in  London,  will  see 
here  a  few  at  all  events  of  the  exhibits  which 
were  then  on  view.  But  much,  very  much,  of  the 
Fish  Commission  exhibit  has  been  specially 
prepared  for  the  World’s  Fair.  That  is  one  of  the 
reasons  which  make  for  the  goodness  of  the 
exhibit  as  a  whole,  and  its  general  acceptance 
as  being  thoroughly  good.  Captain  J.  W. 
Collins,  who  is  the  excellent  head  of  the  whole 
Fisheries  Department,  has  arranged  the  Com¬ 
mission  exhibit  as  representing  the  Commis¬ 
sion.  To  go  into  a  single  word  of  detail,  the 
exhibit  is  divided  into  three  sub-sections — rather 
the  exhibits  are  arranged  in  three  categories. 
Sub  section  1  deals  with  scientific  inquiry,  and 
the  scientific  aspect  of  fisheries  generally.  Sub¬ 
section  2  treats  of  fisheries  from  a  commercial 
and  statistical  standpoint.  Sub-section  3  has 
reference  to  fish  culture.  What  in  the  Fish 
Commission  exhibit  pertains  to  angling  is  taken 
in  by  sub-section  2.  A  good  deal  there  is,  too, 
pertaining  to  angling — to  angling  as  it  was 
practised  by  the  barbarian  man  of  the  American 
Continent,  onward  and  ujjward  to  its  practice 
with  splendid  tackle  to-day  in  the  fruitful  streams 
and  thickly  populated  lakes  of  America.  The 


evolutionary  series  of  fishing  tackle  shown,  in 
itself  makes  a  show  over  which  Izaak  Walton  if 
he  could  arise  might  gloat  in  marvel  and  delight 
for  hours  on  end. 

Taking  the  fisheries  section  in  its  entirety.  Dr. 
James  Henshall  pronounces  it  good — -thoroughly 
good.  Of  course  it  has  its  weak  parts,  as  every¬ 
thing  under  the  sun  has ;  but,  generally,  it 
represents  fishing  and  fisheries  with  a  complete¬ 
ness  not  before  attained  where  the  subject  was 
merely  a  part  of  a  great  exposition.  For  an 
example  of  what  is  contained  in  all  the  groups, 
let  us  a  take  a  rough  and  ready,  but  official,  sum¬ 
mary  of  what  the  fresh-water  angling  group 
contains — what  it  amounts  to.  Thus  : — 

History  and  literature  of  angling,  Waltonian  litera¬ 
ture,  folk-lore,  anglers’  trophies,  salmon  nets  and 
fixed  appliances  for  catching  Salmonidw  in  all  their 
varieties.  Salmon  rods,  reels,  lines,  artificial  flies  and 
baits,  gaffs,  spears,  creels,  &o.  Bass,  pike,  perch  rods, 
reels,  and  tackle,  artificial  spinning  baits,  &c.  Traps, 
nets,  bucks,  wheels,  and  all  kinds  of  apparatus  for 
catching  eels,  lampreys,  &c.  Anglers’  apparel  of  every 
description.  The  angler’s  camp  and  its  outfit.  Illus¬ 
trations  of  special  fresh-water  fishery.  Shad  and  alewife, 
sturgeon,  eel,  salmon,  whiteflsh,  the  Great  Lake 
fisheries,  &o. 

Still,  while  the  fisherie.s  section  is  a  creditable 
one,  while  all  the  space  is  occupied,  there  is  not  to 
the  fore  as  great  a  number  of  exhibits  as  had 
been  expected — even  so  great  a  number  of  Ameri¬ 
can  exhibits  as  had  been  expected.  If  there  had 
been  more,  the  exhibition  people,  as  their  way  has 
been,  would  simply  have  built  another  annexe. 
Great  Britain,  it  must  be  said,  takes  but  little  part 
in  the  fisheries  section.  For  instance,  there  are  no 
British  rods  in  the  angling  group  ;  only  hooks, 
and  not  such  a  very  large  show  of  them.  Ameri¬ 
can  tackle  makers  claim  to  be  able  to  give  Great 
Britain  a  lead  in  the  making  of  rods  and  reels. 
But,  however  that  may  be,  no  American  angler 
thinks  of  disputing  that  the  English  hook  is  far 
the  best.  It  has  a  finish,  a  delicacy,  a  reliability 
which  American-made  hooks — the  irons,  that  is 
to  say — do  not  attain.  So  thei’e  is  the  more  sur¬ 
prise  that  English  hook  makers — the  world- 
famous  firms  of  Redditch — have  not  sent  more 
cases  of  hooks  for  exhibit.  Among  foreign 
countries  Norway  takes  the  lead  in  the  Fisheries 
Building  ;  she  is  first  very  considerably. 

The  Norwegian  exhibit  is  at  once  a  tasteful 
and  complete  representation  of  the  fisheries  of 
the  country.  Canada  is  second,  and  New  South 
Wales  third,  so  that  if  the  Mother  Country  has 
been  slow,  two  of  her  daughters  have  been  the 
reverse.  France  makes  a  large  display  of  canned 
sardines,  and  Germany  and  Holland  have  small 
exhibits.  The  Russian  exhibit  got  delayed  on 
the  way,  and  so  is  behindhand  in  preparation. 
Greece  illustrates  the  sponge  fishery  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  and  Mexico  the  scientific  aspect  of  the 
Mexican  fisheries.  Japan — that  new  England  of 
another  hemisphere — has  a  more  than  a  creditable 
exhibit,  and  Brazil  makes  an  appearance. 

Speaking  of  the  programmes  for  the  angling 
section  during  the  summer.  Dr.  Henshall  said 
there  are  to  be  a  variety  of  angling  tournaments. 
On  August  9,  the  anniversary  of  Izaak  Walton’s 
death,  an  event  put  down  in  the  official  calendar 
of  the  World’s  Fair,  there  is  to  be  a  special 
tournament.  Every  day  old  Izaak  will  be  in 
evidence  near  the  Fisheries  Building  by  the  repro¬ 
duction  of  the  Walton  cottage  on  the  River  Dove, 
which  the  Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club  have  under¬ 
taken.  The  Walton  cottage  is  to  be  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  angling  tournaments,  and  many 
a  pleasant  party  is  it  likely  to  see  gathered 
together.  Yffiat  would  Samuel  Phillippee,  a  man 
of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  the  maker  of  the  first 
split  cane  rod,  say  to  the  rods  that  will  be  tried, 
if  he  could  only  walk  out  of  his  picture-frame  in 
Dr.  Henshall’s  cosy  office  'if 


'  A  LARGE  salmon,  scaling  52.ilb„  was  caught  in 
the  inshore  bag  net  in  Carnoustie  Bay,  j  ust  below 
the  station.  This  is  the  heaviest  weight  got  in 
this  locality  for  many  years. 

Capture  of  a  Seal  in  the  Solway. — On 
Satur'  ay  afternoon  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the 
seal  was  caught  in  the  salmon  stake  nets  on  the 
Newbie  Shore,  near  Annan.  The  animal  weighed 
about  20st.,  and  measured  fully  five  feet  in 
length.  Much  interest  has  been  attached  to  the 
capture  by  naturalists.  The  seal  was  consigned 
to  London  the  same  evening. 
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THE  SALMON  FISHERIES  OP 
NORWAY. 


By  G.  L. 


The  elasticity  of  what  at  first  sight  would  seem 
to  be  a  comparatively  strictly  defined  space  is 
exemplified  in  the  red  salmon  fishings  of  Norway. 
More  than  twenty  years  ago,  when  first  we  visited 
the  land  of  the  fjord  and  the  fjeld,  the  old  hands 
oracularly  informed  us  that  there  was  no  fishing 
left  unleased  in  the  whole  country  worth  having. 
We  are  confident,  however,  that  we  are  well 
within  the  mark  in  saying  that,  for  every  angler 
who  at  that  time  crossed  the  stormy  waters  of 
the  North  Sea,  there  are  at  least  twenty  nowa¬ 
days,  and  somehow  they  seem  all  to  find  water  on 
which  to  exhibit  their  skill.  Rivers  which  were 
then  locked  upon  with  contempt  on  account  of 
their  insignificant  volume  ;  rivers  which  contain 
and  never  will  contain  anything  else  but  sea  and 
bull  trout ;  great  reaches  of  river  approaching  so 
closely  to  the  saltwater  as  to  be  either  tidal  or  semi- 
tidal,  and  the  fishing  on  which  is  therefore  of  the 
most  uninteresting  character — all  these  have 
been  taken  up  of  late  years,  to  the  no  small  edifi¬ 
cation  and  amusement  of  those  who  knew  Norway 
and  its  grand  rivers  some  thirty  years  ago. 

How  mysterious  on  the  outward  voyage  in 
regard  to  their  doings  were  these  delightful  old 
sportsmen  until  they  found  out  we  were  not  going 
near  their  own  particular  happy  hunting,  or 
rather  fishing,  grounds,  and  what  appallingly  stiff 
yarns  did  they  spin,  especially  when  the 
weather  was  conducive  to  the  proper  consump¬ 
tion  of  food ;  what  “  haivers  ”  we  used  to  have 
over  the  whisky  toddy  in  the  evenings.  Particu¬ 
larly  do  we  remember  the  tales  related  by  a 
gallant  old  Scottish  gentleman  with  reference  to 
the  rivers  of  Finmarken,  land  of  the  Laplander, 
the  mosquito,  and  the  reindeer;  not  only  did 
they  make  our  hair  to  stand  fairly  on  end,  but  they' 
used  to  disturb  our  night’s  rest,  so  portenjious 
were  their  dimensions. 

But  it  was  all  very  delightful ;  the  voyage  out 
in  congenial  society  ;  the  passage  up  the  magni¬ 
ficent  coast,  with  its  snow-clad  fjelds,  its  frown¬ 
ing  precipices,  its  wild  gorges  and  torrents,  its 
deep-set  fjords,  piercing  with  their  dark  blue 
waters  the  mountain  ranges  of  the  mainland  ;  the 
comfortable  farmhouse  down  in  the  valley,  from 
whose  door  the  angler  might  gaze  with  delighted 
eye  on  the  noble  river,  as  it  swept  in  a  series  of 
stately  reaches  through  pine-clad  terraces  and 
lofty  hills. 

Moreover,  July,  the  month  jpar  excellence  on  the 
majority  of  Norwegian  streams,  is  one  during 
which  there  is  but  little  to  be  done  in  the  way  of 
sport  in  England  or  Scotland,  and  a  few  weeks 
among  the  salmon  is  a  fitting  preparation  for  the 
joys  of  the  12ih.  Nevertheless,  and  especially  in 
these  somewhat  hard  times,  salmon  fishing  may  be 
too  dearly  bought,  and  there  is  many  a  spot  within 
these  British  Isles  where  a  better  value  can  be  had 
in  the  way  of  fishing  than  in  Norway  at  the  present 
day,  even  in  the  month  of  July.  Indeed,  to  judge 
from  the  competition  that  takes  place  for  any 
tract  of  salmon  water,  however  modest  may  be  its 
credentials  or  recommendations,  we  are  disposed 
to  think  that  rents  in  Norway  are  fast  reaching  a 
culminating  point,  if  they  have  not  already  done 
so,  ar.d  that  people  will  get  tired  of  paying  long 
rtnts  under  the  auspices  of  Bergen  agents  and 
other=,  in  exchange  for  very  moderate  sport. 

To  Norway-going  anglers,  however,  there  would 
seem  to  be  no  end,  and  so  numerous  are  now  the 
rivers  in  that  country  which  are  held  under  con¬ 
tract  by  Englishmen,  that  anything  materially 
affecting  the  salmon  fisheries  of  Norway  gener- 
allj’,  whether  in  the  nature  of  legislation  or  other¬ 
wise,  must  be  of  no  small  interest  to  a  large 
body. 

In  this  paper,  therefore,  we  propose  briefly  to 
refer  to  the  new  law  that  came  into  force  last 
3'ear,  and  to  consider  its  incidence  and  probable 
effect  upon  the  fisheries,  judging  as  far  as  may 
be  from  the  effects  that  somewhat  similar  legisla¬ 
tion  has  had  wf  en  applied  to  the  fisheries  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

Grievous  and  reiterated  complaints  have  come 
of  late  years  from  the  owners  of  the  riv«  r  fisheries 
as  to  the  falling  off  in  the  numbers  of  the  ascend¬ 
ing  fish  ;  and,  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1880,  Herr 
Landmark,  the  able  Government  In«pector  of 


Fisheries,  caused  a  series  of  inquiries  to  be  made 
locally  with  regard  to  the  majority  of  the  west 
coast  rivers.  The  result  of  these  investigations 
went  to  show  that  on  the  extensive  tract  of  coast 
between  Stavanger  and  Romsdalen  the  take  on 
the  rivers  (with  the  exception  of  the  Laerdal  and 
the  Vosse,  which  had  for  many  years  been  to  a 
great  extent  in  the  hands  of  English  sportsmen) 
amounted  to  about  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  only  of 
what  it  had  been  thirty  years  before,  and  this 
decadence  was  unanimously  ascribed  to  the  rapid 
and  enormous  increase  in  the  numbers  of  the  bag- 
nets  in  the  fjords  and  along  the  entire  coast. 

Of  these  there  were  in  1860  from  200  to  300 
only ;  in  1870  there  were  nearly  1,600 ;  in  1880 
that  figure  had  been  doubled  ;  in  1890  there  were 
5,400 ;  and  last  year  the  number  had  increased  to 
over  6,000.  In  the  year  1880  the  proportion  of 
the  total  take  of  salmon  throughout  the  country, 
which  fell  to  the  share  of  the  river  fishery  owners, 
was  36  per  cent.,  and  in  the  following  ten  years 
this  gradually  fell  to  23  per  cent.,  as  against  the 
sea  fisheries  77  per  cent. ;  a  serious  dispropor¬ 
tion,  and  one  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  in  time 
be  amended  by  the  new  law,  not  only  in  the 
interests  of  the  owners  of  river  fisheries,  but  in 
those  of  the  whole  country.  Years  ago  it  was 
laid  down  by  Frank  Buckland  in  his  report  for 
1871,  as  one  of  the  English  Fishery  Inspectors, 
as  an  axiom  that  in  order  to  increase  the  stock 
of  fish  in  a  salmon  river,  it  was  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  gain  the  goodwill  of  the  upper  proprietors, 
and  in  the  case  now  before  us  it  has  for  a  long 
time  been  apparent  that  this  was  being  forfeited. 
The  reports  from  the  vast  majoritv  of  the  great 
salmon  breeding  streams  of  Norway  grew 
monotonous  in  the  similarity  of  their  character; 
they  told  of  valuable  fisheries  that  had  existed  not 
so  very  long  ago,  but  which  had  been  gradually 
falling  away  for  years,  and  they  called  aloud  for 
protection  against  the  bag-nets  which  were  ruin¬ 
ing  them.  Here,  and  in  this  connection,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  rights  of  the  river 
fishers  are  of  much  older  standing  than  those  of 
the  sea.  For  long  the  former  were  almost  the  only 
salmon  fishers,  and  at  one  time  more  salmon  were 
taken  in  the  Mandal  river  than  have  been 
captured  in  the  whole  of  the  Lister  and  Mandal 
Amt  together  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
While  there  is  hardly  a  river  fishery  that  is  not 
registered,  many  of  those  on  the  coast  are  not 
taken  into  consideration  as  they  did  not  exist  at 
the  time  of  the  last  revision.  There  is  no  doubt, 
too,  that  the  salmon  fisheries,  both  sea  and 
river,  of  the  whole  country  have  greatly  bene- 
fitted  by  the  fact  that  the  owners  of  the  latter 
have  so  largely  disposed  of  their  rights  for  sport¬ 
ing  purposes,  and,  although  the  weekly  close  time 
does  not  apply  to  angling,  the  number  of  fish 
taken  from  a  river  which  is  let  for  rod  fishing  is, 
of  course,  infinitely  smaller  than  if  it  were  netted 
by  the  owners  themselves. 

In  the  expansion  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
Norwegian  salmon  fisheries  during  the  last  thirty 
years  those  of  the  rivers  have  not  only  failed  to 
share,  they  have  continued  to  fall  off,  and  their 
claims  for  a  remedy  against  this  state  of  things 
have  been  met  by  the  Act  of  1891,  which  came 
into  operation  on  Jan.  1,  1892,  except  in  so  far  as 
the  provisions  relating  to  the  size  of  meshes  in 
nets  and  the  weekly  close  time  are  concerned, 
which  did  not  take  effect  until  this  j’ear. 

The  most  important  clauses  in  this  new  law 
are:  (1)  The  extension  of  the  weekly  close  time 
for  the  nets  to  three  days  a  week,  from  6  p  m.  on 
Fridays  to  6  p.m.  on  Mondays;  (2)  The  yearly 
close  time  for  the  nets  to  commence  Aug.  26, 
instead  of  Sept.  14 ;  and  (3)  The  increase  in  the 
size  of  the  mesh,  from  knot  to  knot,  of  nets  to 
6.j  centimetres  (or  2.56in.)  when  wet. 

Analogous  to  a  certain  exrent  in  their  character, 
though  much  more  favoured  by  nature  in  climate 
and  local  conditions,  the  salmon  fisheries  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  afford  a  convenient 
and  not  unsuitable  parallel ;  and  the  lessons 
which  they  teach  are  the  more  valuable  as  their 
importance  has  been  recognised,  their  every 
detail  and  surrounding  closely  studied,  and  they 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  much  legislation 
for  hundreds  of  years.  Such  legislation  goes 
back  as  far,  at  any  rate,  as  Magna  Gharta,  and 
that  the  lawgivers  meant  business,  and  recog¬ 
nised  the  importance  of  the  interests  at  stake, 
may  be  judged  from  the  stringent  penal  clauses 
in  the  various  Acts.  In  the  fifteenth  century, 


indeed,  by  one  of  these,  a  third  conviction  for 
infringement  of  the  autumn  close  season  entailed 
the  penalty  of  death. 

That  the  labour  and  thought  expended  in  this 
connection  were  not  unavailing,  is  shown  by  the 
^igbly  satisfactory  state  of  the  British  and  Irish 
fisheries  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century,  when  they  had  undoubtedly  reached  a 
condition  of  great  excellence. 

About  that  time,  however,  the  social  develop¬ 
ment  began  to  assume  larger  dimensions  ;  a  great 
impetus  was  given  to  all  kinds  of  industries  and 
manufactories,  and  the  river  courses  began  to  be 
much  more  used  for  purposes  inimical  to  the 
salmon  fisheries.  The  increased  population  and 
the  better  means  of  communication,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  greatly  reduced  yearly  take, 
caused  by  the  traffic  and  pollutions  of  various 
kinds,  brought  about  a  marked  rise  in  price,  and 
it  became  evident  that  if  the  salmon  were  to  be 
saved  from  destruction,  the  law  must  extend 
them  protection. 

Accordingly  in  1860,  two  Commissions  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  conditions  and  surroundings  of 
the  fisheries  of  England  and  Scotland  were  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Parliament.  By  one  of  these,  18,000 
depositions  were  taken,  by  the  other  12,000,  and 
the  result  of  these  painstaking  and  numerous 
inquiries  was  a  very  considerable  curtailment  of 
the  previously  existing  fishing  rights  in  both 
countries. 

The  new  law  was  promulgated  in  1861  as 
regards  England,  and  before  long  a  distinct  im¬ 
provement  became  apparent  In  1863,  that  is  to 
say  before  the  new  law  could  have  taken  effect, 
the  value  of  the  total  take  was  estimated  no 
£17,000;  in  five  years  it  had  risen  to  £30,000, 
and  in  1871  to  £100,000,  while  after  that  date  the 
improvement  continued.  As  in  the  case  of  the 
English  and  Scotch  fisheries,  a  great  falling  off 
had  occurred  in  those  of  Ireland,  and  a  similar 
revision  of  the  laws  was  had  recourse  to. 

Instances  of  the  success  of  the  new  legislation 
are  given  in  the  Official  Report  for  the  year 
1865,  from  which  it  appears  that  a  stretch  of 
river,  about  four  miles  long,  that  had  been  sold 
at  auction  a  fr.w  years  before  for  £5000.  was  then 
worth  £45,000.  Rents  of  water  lor  netting  pur¬ 
poses  went  up,  and  in  many  cases  were  trebled, 
while  for  sporting  ones,  the  increase  was  still 
greater ;  and  from  £300,000  in  1857,  the  value  of 
the  yearly  take  of  salmon  in  Ireland  had  risen 
in  1881  to  quite  double  that  amount. 

In  regard  to  Scotland,  the  law  of  1828,  which 
permitted  the  net  fishing  to  be  carried  on  until 
the  14th  of  September,  did  an  infinity  of  harm, 
and  so  clearly  was  this  recognised  by  the  fishing 
owners  on  the  River  Tay  thatof  their  own  accord 
they  agreed  to  stop  fishing  on  the  old  date  in 
August  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed.  It 
is  curious  to  note,  from  the  statistical  reiurns 
before  and  after  that  date,  how  much  the  fishing 
fell  off  with  the  late  autumn  close  time,  and  how 
quickly  it  recovered  when  the  old  date  was 
recurred  to.  The  result  was  that  when  the  legis¬ 
lation  of  1861  stepped  in,  the  consequent  improve¬ 
ment  was  not  so  apparent  as  in  England  and 
Ireland,  the  action  of  the  law  having,  in  the  case 
of  the  Tay  at  any  rate,  been  anticipated  by  that 
of  the  fishery  owners  themselves. 

( To  be  continued.) 


THE  GUT  CROP  OF  1893. 


We  have  received  the  following  from  Messr.s. 
AUcock  and  Co.,  of  Standard  Works,  Redditch  : 

“The  manager  of  our  factory  at  Murcia  has 
just  completed  his  purchases  from  the  worm 
breeders ;  your  readers  will  be  interested  to  know 
the  result  of  the  gut  crop  for  that  year.  The 
quantity  of  silkworm  gut  produced  is  not  more 
than  half  what  was  made  last  year,  as  the  price 
offered  for  silk  rose  from  120  reals  per  arroba  to 
220  reals.  There  is  an  average  production  of 
thick  gut,  so  that  for  the  present  prices  remain 
as  usual,  but  if  the  price  for  silk  is  maintained, 
as  seems  probable,  the  prices  of  gut  must 
advance  next  year  40  or  60  per  cent.” 
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AN  ATTEMPT  TO  MAKE  IT  LEGAL 
TO  SELL  ARTIFICIALLY-REARED 
TROUT  DURING  THE  FENCE 
MONTHS.  _ 

We  are  delighted  to  see,  from  Shooting  and 
Fishing,  that  the  hill  known  as  the  “  Gilbert 
Trout  Bill,”  has  been  finally,  thotigh  not  by  large 
majorities,  rejected  by  the  Massachusetts  Legisla¬ 
ture.  'The  object  of  the  bill  icas  to  allow  artifi¬ 
cially-reared  trout  to  be  sold  in  the  markets  as  food 
during  the  trout  fence  months,  or  some  of  them. 

But  the  matter  is  so  interesting  that  we  repro¬ 
duce  the  whole  report. 

“THE  GILBERT  TROUT  BILL. 

“  The  bill  known  as  the  Gilbert  Trout  Bill, 
before  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  which  pro¬ 
vides  that  trout  artificially  reared  may  be  sold 
during  the  months  of  February  and  March,  and 
which  has  passed  the  House  and  two  readings  in 
the  Senate,  was  brought  before  the  Senate  on  the 
question  of  the  ordering  to  a  third  reading  on 
March  28.  Perhaps  no  question  has  aroused  so 
much  interest  among  sportsmen  in  Massachusetts 
for  many  years  as  the  proposed  law,  and  the  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  bill  in  the  Senate  on  Tuesday  last 
was  as  important  a  one  as  was  ever  considered  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  fish  and  game 
legislation.  A  large  number  of  persons  were 
present  to  listen  to  the  speeches  on  this  question. 
The  first  speaker  was  Senator  John  Read,  of  the 
Third  Middlesex  district.  Senator  Read  spoke  as 
follows : — 

“  This  bill  is  very  like  the  one  presented  to  the 
Legislature  last  year,  and,  like  that  bill,  ought 
not  to  pass.  The  present  law  on  trout  is  from 
April  to  September,  this  law  dating  back  to  1870. 
For  sixty-one  years  the  date  has  not  been  fixed 
as  early  as  the  bill  presented  last  year  provided 
for.  It  has  been  found  necessary  in  all  countries 
to  enact  laws  for  the  protection  of  fish  and  game. 
In  England,  in  France,  and  in  other  foreign 
countries,  this  has  been  considered  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  in  our  own  State  we  are  even 
obliged  to  extend  protection  to  lobsters.  The 
honourable  gentlemen  will  consider  before  passing 
such  a  law,  that,  if  we  want  to  preserve  our 
game,  we  must  take  some  decided  stand.  In 
New  Hampshire,  at  the  present  time,  a  bill  is 
before  the  Legislature  to  make  the  opening  date 
later,  while  here  in  Massachusetts  we  are  pro¬ 
posing  to  open  the  season  earlier.  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  has  found  it  necessary  to  open  the  season 
later.  Why  should  we  want  to  change  the  law  to 
an  earlier  date  ?  If  we  want  to  do  away  with  the 
wild  trout  of  this  Commonwealth,  we  should  pass 
such  a  law.  This  bill  says  that  artificially  reared 
trout  may  be  sold  ;  but  trout  are  trout,  and  if  we 
pass  such  a  law,  it  will  be  the  entering  wedge, 
and  wild  trout  will  be  caught  and  sold.  This 
bill  gives  to  an  individual,  who  has  already 
grown  rich  in  the  business,  special  privileges. 
He  charges  an  exorbitant  price  for  his  trout, 
sixty  cents  to  a  dollar  a  pound.  It  is  special 
legislation,  and  should  this  bill  become  a  law,  the 
poor  farmer’s  boy,  you  or  I,  can’t  catch  trout, 
but  Mr.  Gilbert  may  sell  his  trout  when  the  rest 
of  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  are  not 
permitted  to  fish.  The  State  of  Massachusetts 
has  always  stood  by  the  laws  for  fish  and 
game  protection,  and  if  there  is  a  time  when 
we  need  laws  for  fish  and  game  protection 
it  is  now.  Should  this  bill  become  a  law, 
artificially  reared  trout  may  be  sold  February 
1st.  It  will  be  an  easy  matter  for  poachers 
to  go  to  favoured  places  and  catch  the  wild  trout, 
and  he  can  clean  out  a  brook  in  a  short  time.  This 
bill  is  nothing  but  special  legislation,  just  a,s 
much  as  the  one  presented  last  year,  and  it  is 
simply  a  law  to  permit  an  individual  to  sell  trout 
at  a  dollar  a  pound.  The  farmer  is  obliged  to 
wait  for  a  certain  season  to  market  his  product. 
Every  man  has  to  wait  for  the  market,  and  no 
privileges  should  be  given  to  anyone  that  inter¬ 
feres  with  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth.  We 
have  laws  governing  the  sale  of  oleomargarine 
and  other  artificial  products,  and  why  should  we 
make  a  law  to  permit  the  sale  of  liver-fed  trout 
for  wild  trout  ?  Let  us  call  them  liver-fed  trout, 
Gilbert  trout,  or  some  other  name  that  correctly 
represents  them.  As  one  who  has  always  believed 
in  fish  and  game  laws,  I  think  we  had  better  not 
try  this  experiment.  Who  will  determine  whether 


a  trout  is  one-half  or  one  quarter  of  an  inch  over 
the  length  provided  for  in  this  bill  P  There  is 
everything  in  this  bill  to  tempt  people  to  break 
this  law.  No,  gentlemen,  the  game  laws  should 
not  be  changed  this  year.  If  there  is  to  be  a 
change  it  should  be  for  the  protection  of  trout 
throughout  the  entire  year,  for  at  least  a  period 
of  two  years,  and  I  should  vote  for  such  a  bill 
were  it  under  consideration.  H  we  legislate  let 
it  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  individuals. 

“  Senator  Luther  Dame  of  the  Third  Essex 
District  was  the  next  speaker.  Senator  Dame 
referred  to  a  convention  of  Fish  Commissioners 
held  in  New  York  last  year,  and  read  from  a 
report  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  commissioners 
who  had  been  engaged  in  trout  raising  artificially. 
This  gentleman  had  been  in  the  habit  of  sending 
trout  to  a  friend  in  the  city  each  year.  Last  year 
he  sent  him  a  lot  of  wild  trout,  and  his  friend 
wrote  him  stating  that  he  did  not  like  the  trout, 
because  they  were  reared  artificially,  when,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  were  wild  trout  taken  some 
distance  away  from  where  the  artificially  reared 
trout  were  hred.  The  friend  declared  that  he 
could  always  tell  the  difference  between  the  wild 
trout  and  the  artificially  reared  trout,  but  in 
several  tests,  he  had  always  selected  the  arti¬ 
ficially  reared  trout  as  wild  trout,  and,  finally,  he 
was  forced  to  admit  that  tame  trout  were  the 
best  he  had  ever  tasted.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
wild  trout  feed  on  much  disgusting  food,  while 
the  artificially  reared  trout  partakes  of  the  same 
food  as  people.  The  bill  last  year  had  been 
favourably  considered,  and  the  restrictions  in 
the  present  bill  gave  the  proper  protection  to  the 
wild  trout.  The  principles  in  the  bill  are  right. 
The  farmer  to-day  who  has  an  article  ready  for 
the  market  is  not  obliged  to  go  to  the  Statute 
books  to  see  when  he  can  sell  his  green  peas  or  other 
products.  He  expects  to  be  protected.  He  pays 
taxes,  and  he  has  the  right  to  sell  what  he  raises. 
Artificially  reared  trout  deteriorate  by  over¬ 
growth  after  a  certain  time.  They  are  ready  for 
the  market  two  months  before  the  native  trout, 
but  if  kept  later  they  become  inferior  for  food ; 
therefore,  it  was  an  unjust  discrimination  against 
the  trout  breeder  to  forbid  his  selling  his  trout 
when  they  were  fit  for  the  market.  There  is  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  196,000  acres  covered 
by  water,  much  of  which  is  fit  for  the  rearing  of 
trout  artificially,  and  that  can  be  readily  con¬ 
verted  into  trout  ponds.  This  property  would 
develop  and  bring  a  large  income  to  the  State.  A 
fair  valuation  of  the  territory  would  be  §100  an 
acre,  the  taxes  upon  which  would  bring  to  the 
State  §200,000  annually.  The  bill  now  under 
consideration  was  for  the  interests  of  people  not 
only  engaged  in  the  trout  industry,  but  those 
desiring  to  enter  the  business.  When  the  exist¬ 
ing  laws  were  enacted,  the  artificial  trout 
industry  had  not  been  developed,  but  if  the 
proposed  bill  became  a  law,  a  sufficient  number 
of  persons  would  embark  in  it  to  bring  down  the 
price  of  trout.  Question  by  Senator  Read :  Do 
you  know  of  Mr.  Gilbert  selling  any  trout  for 
less  than  sixty  cents  a  pound  F  Senator  Dame ; 
No,  but  I  think  by  this  law  that  many  persons 
would  engage  in  the  business,  and  soon  lower 
the  price  of  trout,  and  it  would  give  many  poor 
people,  who  had  never  tasted  of  this  delicious 
fish,  the  privilege  of  doing  so  at  a  low  price.  The 
constitutionality  of  this  question  will  be  raised. 

“  Senator  Henry  Parkman  of  Boston  was  the 
next  speaker.  It  was  difficult  to  say  anything 
new  on  this  subject.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
liver-fed  trout  and  wild  trout.  The  question 
does  not  depend  on  those  arguments.  The  State 
of  Massachusetts  desired  to  benefit  all  its  citizens, 
and  it  was  considered  wise  to  enact  laws  which 
would  place  a  proper  close  season  on  all  fish  and 
game.  Without  such  laws  the  fish  and  game 
would  disappear.  It  was  recognised  that  fish 
and  game  must  be  protected  for  the  benefit  of 
the  citizen,  and  it  is  a  question  of  the  greatest 
advantage  to  the  greatest  number.  The  fish  and 
game  laws  of  Massachusetts  had  been  of  great 
benefit,  and  it  can’t  be  figured  in  dollars  and 
cents.  Every  senator  that  has  had  anything  to 
do  -with  trout-fishing,  well  knows  that  proper 
protection  to  the  trout  brings  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth  a  class  of  people  of  great  benefit  to  the 
community.  Anyone  who  has  felt  the  thrill  when 
a  trout  is  taken  with  the  fly  rod,  can  understand 
the  pleasures  of  angling,  and,  to  secure  that,  we 
need  game  protection.  Every  trout  caught  now 


in  the  Commonwealth  costs  more  than  its  weight 
in  gold  to  the  State.  Where  does  that  money  go 
to?  (Laughter.)  To  the  farmers  chiefly.  Trout, 
in  winter,  congregate  in  deep  holes,  and  all  that 
is  necessary  for  their  capture  is  to  break  a  hole 
in  the  ice,  when  one  can  catch  them  rapidly  with 
a  worm.  It  may  be  said  that  with  this  bill  the 
wild  trout  are  still  protected.  This  appears  so, 
but  it  will  not  be  so  in  reality.  We  should  pro¬ 
tect  fish  and  game  at  the  market.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  best  intentions  and  efforts  of  the 
Fish  and  Game  Commissioners,  after  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  the  close  season  would  be  practically 
removed.  The  fish  and  game  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth  are  too  good  an  investment  to  be  sacri¬ 
ficed. 

“  Senator  Wm.  M.  Butler  of  the  Third  Bristol 
District  (New  Bedford)  was  the  next  speaker. 
It  has  been  argued  that  any  opposition  to  this 
bill  was  unnecessary,  for  it  would  be  vetoed. 
That  was  no  argument  at  all.  We  should  be 
rea.sonable  about  legislation.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
consult  sportsmen  alone  about  the  fish  and  game 
laws.  Laws  should  be  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people.  Those  opposed  to  this  bill  are  sports¬ 
men,  pure  and  simple.  An  every-day  man  can’t 
catch  trout  at  the  present  time  unless  he  has 
some  rich  friend  controlling  waters.  Nearly  all 
the  brooks  at  the  present  time  are  posted,  and  a 
city  person  attempting  to  catch  fish  is  amenable 
to  the  law.  The  laws  are  made  altogether  too 
much  in  the  interest  of  the  sportsmen,  and  too 
little  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  The  argument 
that,  if  the  bill  under  consideration  becomes  a  law, 
the  wild  trout  will  not  be  protected,  clearly  shows 
that  the  sportsmen  have  no  confidence  in  the  Fish 
Commissioners.  The  Commissioners  were  put  in 
office  to  protect  fish  and  game,  and  this  argu¬ 
ment  shows  lack  of  confidence  in  them.  Last 
year  the  bill  was  vetoed  by  the  Governor,  and 
that  veto  is  another  reflection  on  the  Fish  Com¬ 
missioners.  The  words  in  that  veto  are  the  ex¬ 
pressions  of  a  sportsman.  If  an  important  food- 
fish  can  be  produced  by  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
it  is  for  the  interests  of  this  Commonwealth  that 
it  should  pass,  rather  than  consider  the  wishes 
of  a  few  sportsmen. 

“  The  remarks  by  Senator  Butler  brought 
Senator  Read  to  his  feet,  who  regretted  that  the 
honourable  senator  should  drag  politics  into  this 
question.  He  objected  to  the  reference  to  the 
Governor  because  he  saw  fit  to  veto  the  bill  last 
year.  For  heaven’s  sake,  said  Senator  Read,  let 
us  lay  aside  politics  in  this  question,  and  not  take 
into  consideration  whether  a  man  is  a  Republican 
or  a  Democrat.  He  would  repeat  what  he  had 
said  before.  Why  cannot  Mr.  Gilbert  wait  as 
other  producers  do?  (Question  to  Senator  Read.) 
Can’t  any  one  else  go  into  this  business?  No, 
not  upon  such  advantageous  conditions  as  Mr. 
Gilbert  now  enjoys.  That  is  beginning  at  the 
small  end  of  the  question.  It  is  legislation  for 
one  individual.  Should  the  bill  become  a  law, 
during  February  and  March  the  farmer’s  boy 
would  say :  ‘  Father,  may  I  go  and  catch  some 
trout  to  sell  ?  ’  The  reply  would  be :  ‘  No,  you 
can’t;  but  Mr.  Gilbert  can.’  The  sale  of  these 
liver-fed  trout  was  an  imposition  upon  the  public, 
for  they  were  supposed  to  be  wild  trout.  Liver 
was  a  good  article  of  diet,  but  he  preferred  to  eat 
his  straight.  Should  the  proposed  bill  become  a 
law,  it  would  tempt  poachers  from  other  States  to 
send  wild  trout  for  our  market. 

“  Senator  Arnold,  of  First  Plymouth  District 
(North  Pembroke),  said  that  it  was  his  duty  as  a 
Representative  to  do  what  he  could  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  This  rearing  of  trout  artifi¬ 
cially  was  a  new  industry,  and  not  understood 
by  the  people  from  a  business  standpoint. 
Artificially  reared  trout  were  in  first-class  con¬ 
dition  for  food  in  February  and  March,  but 
the  wild  trout  were  not  fit  to  eat  till.  April, 
A  man  has  God-given  rights  to  dispose  of  the 
products  of  his  industry.  Mr.  Gilbert  knew 
nothing  about  the  present  bill  until  it  was  passed 
by  the  Committee  on  Fisheries  and  Game.  Did 
Senator  Read,  who  was  fond  of  wild  trout,  know 
that  they  devour  spiders,  snakes,  lizards,  and 
about  everything  that  swims?  Question  (by 
Senator  Read)  ;  If  I  prefer  that  kind  of  food 
why  should  the  Senator  impugn  me?  Senator 
Arnold  continued  that  there  were  some  thirty 
people  engaged  in  the  artificial  rearing  of  trout 
in  the  State,  and  that  there  would  probably  be 
fifty  people  in  his  district  should  this  bill  become 
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a  law,  but  they  can’t  raise  trout  profitably 
for  the  market  under  the  present  law.  We 
should  legislate  for  the  people  and  not 
for  sportsmen.  The  largest  plant  for  rearing 
trout  artificially  at  the  present  time  was  at 
Plymouth,  and  there  is  lots  of  land  in  Plymouth 
just  as  good  as  ]\rr.  Gilbert’s  for  the  purpose.  It 
is  wrong  to  assert  that  no  one  wants  this  law  but 
Mr.  Gilbert.  Sportsmen  alone  oppose  it.  Sports¬ 
men  produce  nothing,  This  bill  provides  for  the 
protection  of  a  life-giving  food. 

“  Senator  Lawton,  of  the  Seventh  Middlesex 
District  (Lowell),  was  the  next  speaker.  It  was 
a  question  of  whether  they  could  afford  to  pass  a 
law  like  this,  for  the  bill  proposed,  he  thought, 
was  equal  to  an  abolition  of  the  law  on  trout. 
There  was  no  need  of  the  proposed  law  to  develop 
a  food-producing  industry.  That  had  sufficient 
jirotection  already,  and  he  was  not  ready  to  see 
a  close  season  abolished. 

‘The  vote  on  the  question  was  then  taken,  which 
resulted  as  follows  : — 

“Yeas. — C.  H.  Baker,  H.  L.  Baker,  Berry, 
Brown,  Cushman,  Dame,  Fitzgerald,  Green, 
Hickox,  Horton,  Kennedy,  Kenrick.  Merrill, 
Monk,  Nichols,  Sawyer,  E.  P.  Shaw — 17. 

“  Nays. — Bartlett,  Buckley,  Burnham,  Coughlin, 
Dee,  Howard,  Kimball,  Lawrence,  Lawton,  Leary, 
Parkman,  Ratshesky,  Ray,  Read,  Salisbury,  E.  H. 
Shaw,  Stevens — 17. 

“  Pairs. — Butler  and  Arnold,  yea,  with  Milton 
and  Kittredge,  nay. 

“  The  passage  of  the  bill  to  a  third  reading  was 
defeated. 

“  On  AVednesday,  as  expected,  a  motion  to  re¬ 
consider  the  bill  was  made  and  carried,  but  the 
Senate  again  refused  to  pass  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading  by  the  following  vote  : — 

“  Yeas. — Arnold,  H.  L.  Baker,  Brown,  Butler, 
Cushman.  Dame,  Fitzgerald,  Green,  Hickox, 
Horton,  Kenrick,  Merrill,  Monk,  Nichols,  Sawyer, 
E.  P.  Shaw— 16. 

“  Nays. — Bartlett,  Buckley,  Burnham,  Carter, 
Coughlin,  Dee,  Howard,  Kim’oall,  Kittredge, 
Lawrence,  Lawton,  Leary,  Milton,  Parkman, 
Ratshesky,  Ray,  Read,  E.  H.  Shaw,  Stevens — 19. 

“Sportsmen  of  Massachusetts.  —  Notice  and 
remember  who  voted  in  favour  of  this  pernicious 
bill.” 


REMINISCENCES  OF  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

{Continued  from  page  3-^0.) 

By  E.  M.  Ton. 


FiiOM  1869  to  1877  seems  a  big  jump,  but,  alas! 
I  have  no  diary  to  guide  me  during  this  time. 

In  1871,  however,  I  very  well  remember  my 
first  visit  to  the  Tummel  at  Rannoch  ;  after  which 
I  went  on  to  Loch  Shin,  at  Lairg  and  Overskaig, 
killing  some  capital  baskets.  For  instance,  one 
day,  wading  in  from  the  shore,  I  got  171b.,  five  of 
the  trout  averaging  a  pound.  1  beat  the  hoots. 
It  was  blowing  hard,  and  1  once  got  on  a  large, 
well-greased  boulder,  nearly  all  under  water.  My 
boots  simply  skated  till  I  landed — an  awful 
buster  ! — on  the  boulder  and  got  a  ducking  ‘‘  for- 
bye.”  This  was  below'  Overskaig.  Another  day, 
from  Loch  (iriam,  I  killed  201b.,  wading  in  during 
a  terrific  gale,  and  fishing  close  to  the  grass  on 
the  lee  shore,  but,  stepping  over  a  hidden  preci- 
])ice  of  mud  and  sand — 1  having  about  161b.  of 
Trout  in  my  creel — I  had  a  very  narrow  escape 
indeed  of  leaving  my  bones  in  Loch  Griam — as 
a  memento  of  my  visit.  I  used  the  boat  and  the 
waders  alternately,  just  as  1  felt  inclined,  but  1 
always  prefer  the  freedom  of  being  on  shore  when 
1  can  manage  it. 

1  then  went  to  Aultnacealgach  —  sometimes 
spelt  Anltnagallagach — which  by  interpretathn 
means  “  the  burn  of  the  decei  ver.«.’'  This  is 
now  so  well  known  as  a  resort  of  anglers  that  1 
need  only  say  that  from  the  inn  one  could  fish  five 
or  six  lochs — all  more  or  less  well  stocked.  I 
used  to  kd!  from  LMb.  to  •20!b.  of  trout  daily 
during  m_>  stay  of  three  weeks.  But  1  am  con¬ 
fessedly  a  river  fisherman,  and  one  day  1  found 
myself,  with  three  or  four  pounds  of  trout  taken 
in  the  loch,  at  the  short  stretch  of  river,  half  a 
mile  long  at  most,  which  i.ssues  fi-om  Loch 
A’eyatie  and  empties  itself  into  Loch  Fewn.  It 
was  two  o’clock  when  1  arrived,  and  the  boatman 


pulled  ashore  for  lunch,  whilst  I  put  on  a  lilarch 
Brown  and  fished  the  somewhat  shallow  and  very 
clear  river  up.  I  left  off  at  seven  o’clock  with 
271b.  of  nice  trout,  well  satisfied. 

The  day  before  I  had  fished  at  the  head  of  Loch 
Veyatie,  killing  some  nice  trout,  one  (when  trol¬ 
ling)  Tglb.  AVe  then  walked  over  the  watershed 
and  fished  Loch  Shenashink,  and,  getting  the 
loan  of  the  shepherd’s  boat,  we  rowed  out,  and  I 
killed  a  few  pounds  of  trout,  when  it  blew  a  gale, 
and,  the  oars  being  rotten  and  the  boat  ditto,  we 
had  to  pull  ashore.  I  had  another  nice  trout, 
3ilb  ,  on  a  ten-foot  fly -rod  with  a  small  phantom, 
taken  on  the  way  home,  and  perhaps  61b.  of 
ordinary  trout — say  141b.  in  all.  AVe  stayed  all 
night  in  the  shepherd’s  hut,  peat-smoke  and  fleas 
being  in  very  pronounced  abundance.  I  had  no 
wish  to  repeat  the  experiment,  although  I  had 
served  five  years’ apprenticeship  to  discomforts  of 
all  kinds  in  the  Queensland  bush — Pulex  irritans, 
and  all  the  rest  of  it ! 

I  don’t  want  to  spin  out  this,  and  will  only 
touch  on  my  last  day,  when  I  got  a  very  fine 
trout  of  12Rb.,  with  a  phantom  minnow,  from 
Loch  Yeyatie,  on  my  fly-rod,  for  I  am  no  lover  of 
trolling,  and  was  simply  rowing  down  to  the 
little  river  for  my  last  day.  We  had  made  a  late 
start,  and  had  to  put  back  to  the  inn,  after  going 
a  mile  or  so,  for  a  joint  of  my  rod.  The  drive  to 
Loch  Veyatie  is  about  five  miles,  I  think,  and  then 
we  had  to  put  up  the  trap,  and  slowly  troll  down 
the  loch,  which  is  three  and  a  half  or  four  miles 
in  length — crossing  in  order  to  fish  every  sandy 
bay,  as  it  is  here  that  the  large  fish  in  Loch 
A^eyatie  lie — so-called  ferox.  AVe  wasted  more 
time  admiring  and  toasting  the  fish,  which  now 
hangs  over  the  door  of  this  room,  in  the  hall,  or, 
rather,  passage. 

Then  we  arrived  at  the  river,  and  had  lunch, 
and  again  I  found  it  was  nearly  two  o’clock  before 
I  tackled  the  river,  but  by  7.30  o’clock  I  had  a 
total  of  351b.  of  trout.  I  was  quite  satisfied — and 
when  I  say  troiit  I  mean  trout — fair  weight,  and 
none  of  your  cockey  tricks,  such  as  prevail  at  so 
many  angling  hotels  and  other  such  resorts  in 
Scotland,  where  the  basket  is  weighed  alwaijs — a 
monstrous  piece  of  fraud,  in  my  opinion,  and  quite 
unworthy  of  sportsmen,  but  which  is  far  too 
common  a  custom,  though  “honoured  in  the 
breach  rather  than  in  the  observance.” 

Later  on  I  had  a  little  fishing  in  the  Tay  at 
Aberfeldy,  but  as  the  river  was  at  its  lowest,  and 
the  weather  was  blazing  hot,  I  did  not  do  much 
amongst  the  salmon,  killing  three  fish  from  71b. 
to  161b.,  and  losing  one  by  “Black  AVillie’s” 
idiotcy,  after  he  had  been  firmly  gaffed.  His 
gaff  straightened  like  tin,  and  he  sat  down  up  to 
his  armpits,  and  then,  losing  his  head  completely, 
took  the  fish  in  his  arms — a  beauty  of  about  221b. 

• — which  smashed  the  line  round  Willie’s  body, 
and  kept  rising  in  the  pool  with  the  broken  line 
trailing  behind  him  for  some  time  afterwards. 

I  did  nothing  remarkable  during  that  brief 
visit  of  ten  days  or  so  in  the  way  of  trout ;  but 
my  aggregate  all  round  that  season  was  a  heavy 
one  ;  only,  worst  luck,  I  have  lost  my  diary.  1  was 
three  weeks  or  so  at  Aultnagallagach,  and  killed 
a  heap  of  trout  during  my  visit;  indeed,  I  after¬ 
wards  sent  a  diary  to  the  innkeeper,  starting  it 
with  my  own  record.  A^’ery  likely  it  was  never 
used. 

The  next  record  1  have  is  in  1877.  I  had 
recovered  from  typhoid  fever,  only  to  find  myself 
under  the  hands  of  the  surgeons  for  an  internal 
operation,  and  was  at  last  so  completely  worn 
out  with  sickness  and  suffering  that  ’  1  was 
pereinptoril V  ordered  off  to  Scotland  for  six 
months,  at  least. 

On  March  29  1  began  fishing  the  Teviot  with 
minnow,  at  Ormiston,  killing  131b.,  including  two 
sea-trout,  21b.  and  31b.  each;  30th,  Teviot  (fly), 
71b. ;  April  2nd  (Tweed,  at  St.  Boswell's),  six 
trout  and  one  sea-trout  (fly),  the  sea-trout  31b. 
(two  best  trout,  2.jlb.,  lib.  2oz  ),  in  all  8Gb.;  7th, 
5Gb.  (Teviot);  9th,  i31b.,  including  a  sea-trout 
2Gb.,  &c.  Then  I  made  one  or  two  eveursions  to 
the  Kale  and  the  Jed,  and  killed  in  all  881b. 

I  went  now  to  Rannoch,  and  began  on  April  31, 
amidst  wintry  surrounding-!,  and  killed  eighteen 
trout,  9.Gb ,  with  fly.  AA^hilst  here  my  youngest 
son  was  born  in  a  cottage  where  I  lodged. 

The  River  Tummel  reijuires  skill — for  the  trout 
have  been  hard  fished  for  years,  and  are  fairly 
“  well  educated.” 

Clear  water  worm  fishing  1  seldom  found  worth 


wasting  time  over — occasionally  the  creeper  in 
low  water  and  blazing  sun  would  kill  a  fine  dish 
of  trout — and  once  in  a  way  only  the  smallest 
sized  gold-bellied  phantom  minnow  would  account 
for  6lb.,  71b.,  or  81b.  of  trout;  but  for  ninety-nine 
days  out  of  every  hundred,  the  artificial  fly  is 
the  only  lure  worth  using — at  least  during  Alay 
and  June,  the  pick  of  the  season  for  the  River 
Tummel.  I  find  that  I  averaged  half  a  pound 
each  trout  almost  daily'  during  these  two  months, 
an  excellent  average  with  the  fly  on  any  Scotch 
river,  where  the  basket  is  not  included  as  part 
of  the  capture ! 

I  had  not  a  single  trout  over  2Gb.  with  the 
fly,  but  I  lost  one  before  a  dozen  spectators, 
weighing  fully  31b.  if  not  41b.,  as  the  g  llie  was 
about  to  put  the  landing  net  under  it — -but  I 
killed  a  large  number  of  trout  of  11b.  each,  and 
a  good  many  from  this  to  Iflb.,  with  a  rare  one 
of  21b. 

My  object  now  is  to  condense  matters,  and 
please  remember,  dear  reader,  that  I  arrived  in 
bad  health,  and  though  I  fished  almost  daily,  I 
often  fished  only  a  few  hours — for,  hang  it  all, 
1  cannot  make  a  toil  of  a  pleasure  !  Here  goes  ! 
April  31,  9Gb.  In  May,  my  record  for  days  and 
parts  of  days  stands  thus — and  I  may  add  that 
all  with  hardly  any  exception  were  taken  with 
the  /??/— 8ilb.,  9Gb.,  51b.,  61b.,  141o.,  12,Gb.,  12Gb. 
81b..  IRb.,  111b.,  911b.,  14Gb.,  4ilb.,  3lb.,  lOjlb., 
8Gb.,  5ilb.,  51b.,  31b..  2Gb.,  4Gb.,  in  all  168 jib. 
for  May.  June  record  is  as  follows  ;  111b.,  6Gb., 
5Gb.,  -I'.Gb.,  ipb.,  71b.,  101b.,  171b..  121b.,  61b.,  8|lb., 
ISjlb.,  4Ilb.,  151b.,  101  b  ,  in  all  131flb. ;  and  now 
for  July:  7ilb.,  111b.,  2Gb.,  21b.,  111b.,  4jlb.,  91b., 
6.Gb.,  81b.,  91b.,  8Gb.,  8Gb.,  81b.,  31b.,  81b.,  61b., 
71b.,  2Gb.,  31b.,  in  all  125Gb. 

In  August  (which  is  generally  a  poor  month 
for  this  river,  save  in  the  evening,  with  fly)  a 
very  noticeable  falling  off  will  be  observable: 
31b.,  |lb.,  51h..  71b.,  1Gb.,  7Gb  ,  Jib  .  51b.,  31b..  lib., 
2Gb.,  21b..  7Jlb.,  81b,  4lb ,  31b.;  total,  61Jlb.  I 
find  that  I  seldom  fished  till  the  sun  began  to 
set.  I  was  getting  stale  and  sick  of  the  poor 
sport  during  the  day. 

The  lake  (Loch  Rannoch)  is  often  excellent 
when  the  river  is  all  but  useless;  but  I  love  river 
fishing,  and  don’t  care  for  loch  fishing  in  com¬ 
parison,  where  the  skill  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

I  had  one  day  on  the  loch  during  June,  and  killed 
18lb.  of  excellent  trout,  and  during  my  entire 
stay  1  only  fished  the  loch  other  three  days,  some 
of  them  wading  in  from  shore — total  for  the  four 
days  on  ihe  loch  with  fly,  41Gb.  My  total  for 
that  season  was  as  follows  : 

Teviot  and  Tweed  .  881b. 

River  Tummel . .  500Gb. 

Loch  Rannoch  .  41Gb. 


Total  .  6301b. 

It  may  not  look  a  very  big  record,  and  cannot 
compare  with  the  average  I  was  making,  for 
instance,  when  at  Aultnagallagach ;  but  then  this 
was  all.  or  nearly  all,  loch  fishing  from  a  boat, 
and  with  a  short  rod  and  line,  and  good  big  loch 
flies,  on  stout  gut,  trout  only  four  or  five  to  the 
pound — no  sportsman  can  compare  the  two  !  Any 
tyro  can  kill  trout  in  a  Highland  loch  if  he  is 
fairly  smart,  but  it  needs  a  practised  hand  to 
make  a  good  and  continuously  good  record  on  the 
River  Tummel,  at  Rannoch.  I  was  peculiarly 
fond  of  that  river  in  the  old  days,  and  the  very 
fact  that  the  trout  needed  catching,  lent  a  charm 
to  the  sport  in  my  eyes. 

Although  I  did  not  fish  the  loch  myself,  I  saw 
some  very  fine  baskets  with  an  occasional  ferox 
from  it;  but  I  was  not  to  be  tempted,  and  how¬ 
ever  grand  a  show  I  would  witness,  I  would  be 
found  plodding  away  at  the  river  next  day  as  usual, 
even  if  1  killed  next  to  nothing.  Such  is  sport. 
It  will  be  observed  that  1  have  some  very  poor 
records,  but  I  am  awfully  down  on  any  gillie  who 
tries  his  games  on  me. 

Poor  Archie  Dew'ar,  who  died  of  phthisis  many 
years  ego,  good-natured  and  civil  as  he  invariably 
was,  one  day  broke  out  testily  with,  “  1  never  saw 
a  gentleman  so  perteeklar!”  Ah,  poor  Archie, 
I  caught  him  neatly  one  day  holding  the  spring 
balance,  instead  of  vertically,  re.sDing  on  the 
wrist,  so  that  it  was  at  an  angle  of  several 
degrees;  the  consequence  being  that  when,  say 
121b.  of  trout,  with  a  large  wet' basket,  weighing 
other  31b.,  came  on  the  balance,  down  it  went 
with  a  jump,  but,  of  course,  was  unable  to  rise 
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correspondingly  np  again.  Leb  me  show  how  all 
this  would  work,  and  I  feel  sure  that  no  gentle¬ 
man  will  ever  tolerate  it.  Quantity  of  trout 
taken,  say  thirteen  trout,  weighing  61b.,  but  the 
basket  weighs  dlb.  or  21b.  (mine,  with  india-rubber 
lining,  straps,  and  rings  for  working  my  landing 
net,  weighs  nearly  4ib).  Trout  actually  taken, 
61b. ;  basket,  31b  ,  more  or  less  ;  add  false  weight 
given  by  the  dodge  mentioned,  say  21b. ;  so-called 
basket  of  fisb,  llib. !  or  more  ! ! 

This  becomes  ludicrous  when  very  few  trout 
are  weighed  in  a  big  heavy  creel  like  mine. 

I  feel  that  I  have  the  entire  body  of  the  Fly- 
fishers’  Club  with  me  in  exposing  this.  The 
gdlies  like  to  crow  over  one  another,  and  very 
often  their  masters  take  up  a  similar  idea — 
arcades  aniho  when  it  comes  to  that. 

It  was  during  this  trip  that  I  made  the 
acquaintance  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis, 
and  indeed  spent  a  day  showing  him  all  the  best 
places,  whilst  he  fished  the  river. 

I  also  fished  the  river  Gaur  one  day,  Archie 
Dewar  my  henchman.  This  river,  after  flowing 
through  the  dreary  moor  of  Rannoch,  enters 
Loch  Rannoch  at  its  head,  eleven  miles  from 
where  the  Tummel  emerges.  But,  oh!  what  a  con¬ 
trast  !  The  River  Gaur  is  mossy,  and  the  trout 
taken  with  the  fly  that  day  by  me  were  perfect 
trash.  I  also  fi.shed  the  little  loch  through  which 
it  flows — not  Loch  Lydoch,  but  the  lower  one — 
and  with  a  very  sorry  result. 

Some  enormous  trout  go  up  the  Gaur  from  the 
loch  to  spawn  in  the  autumn,  and  are  occasionally 
taken  with  worm  and  minnow,  or  large  flies — but 
for  a  honest  day’s  fly-fishing  !  I  confess  I  was 
utterly  disappointed  and  disgusted  with  this,  the 
only  day  I  ever  had  there. 

I  may  just  add,  os  a  canlion,  that  men  who 
cannot  swim  should  not  attempt  wading  in  order 
to  fish  large  or  small  lochs.  It  is  impossible 
often  to  see  the  depth,  especially  when  a  good 
wind  is  “  on,”  and  in  some  of  them  there  is  only 
one  step  from  two  or  three  feet  into  water  ten  or 
twenty  feet  deep.  A  man  who  keeps  cool  and  can 
swim  may  then  struggle  ashore,  unless  he  bogs 
in  deep  moss  or  mud,  in  which  case  he  will  have 
to  make  up  his  mind  to  become  a  resident. 

If  his  basket  is  full  of  trout — even  if  he  can 
swim  and  the  bottom  is  sound  and  firm — he  will 
find  it  no  easy  matter  to  keep  his  wind  whilst  he 
struggles  (as  he  keeps  sinking)  to  get  the  shoulder- 
strap  over  his  head,  and  so  get  rid  of  his  basket ; 
but  a  swimmer,  unencumbered  with  a  heavy  creel, 
has  a  very  good  chance  of  getting  ashore,  unless 
he  ge's  into  a  mud  or  peat  bottom. 

It  was  after  my  experience  in  Loch  Griam  that 
I  invented  and  introduced  “  Mr,  Tod’s  safety 
buckle  ”  ;  but,  although  nothing  would  tempt  nE 
ever  to  wade  without  one,  I  fear  that  one  cannot 
get  river  and  loch  fishermen  who,  like  me,  are 
fond  of  wading,  to  exert  themselves  in  order  to 
give  this  more  than  a  passing  thought.  The  risk 
comes  but  seldom,  and  yet  Mr.  Piscator,  one  of 
these  days  might  be  in  the  position  of  the  fly  in 
the  old  proverb  (Yorkshire  possibly)  —  “•  Hoo 
sweet — hoo  vara  sweet  is  life,  as  th'  flee  said  when 
he  stuck  in  t’  treacle  pot.” 

Fancy  going  to  pot  for  lack  of  a  certain 
buckle  i  A  good  many  were  sold  by  Gillett,  of 
Fetter-lane,  I  believe,  and  if  any  other  fishing 
tackle  maker  in  the  North  cares  to  see  my  own 
he  is  welcome  to  a  sight  of  it — need  I  say  without 
any  tax  save  the  postage  ?  It  would  be  an  awful 
sell  if  I  should  stick  in  t’  treacle  pot  myself 
after  all,  buckle  and  all;  but  I  back  myself  to  get 
rid  of  the  basket  if  I  have  only  half  a  chance. 

{To  he  continued.) 


Charge  of  Stealing  Salmon.  —  At  South¬ 
ampton,  James  Channell,  water  bailiff  to  Mr. 
Montagu,  M.P.,  was  charged  with  stealing  his 
employer’s  salmon.  It  was  shown  that  a  great 
proportion  of  the  fish  caught  had  been  sold 
privately  by  the  defendant,  and  not  accounted 
for.  He  was  fined  b'5  and  costs. 

The  Best  Glue  to  have  in  the  House. — Those 
of  our  readers  who  have  not  yet  done  so  shou:d 
try  Le  Page’s  Liquid  Fish  Glue,  and  get  the 
genuine,  as  there  are  imitations  of  little  value 
comparatively.  It  is  a  most  handy  thing  to  have 
in  the  house — always  strong,  always  ready, 
and  always  pleasant  to  use.  It  will  mend  any¬ 
thing. 


GLENGJ^Al^RY  AS  AN  ANGLING 
RESORT. 


By  John  M.  Aitchison. 


It  is  now  an  undisputed  fact  that  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland  can  compare  favourably  with  places 
of  greater  repute  onThe  Continent  and  elsewhere, 
from  the  ever  increasing  number  of  pleasure 
seekers  which  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities 
placed  at  their  disposal  for  travelling  by  road, 
rail,  and  steamer.  The  influx  of  tourists  to  the 
Highlands  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months 
is  very  great,  and  the  reason  is  not  far  to  seek,  as 
I  shall  endeavour  to  explain.  In  the  Highlands 
can  be  found  the  most  beautiful  and  varied  scenery 
which,  coupled  with  its  pure  bracing  air,  com¬ 
mends  itself  to  either  the  worn-out  city  man  in 
search  of  solitude  and  repose  after  the  turmoil 
and  anxiety  of  business  matters,  or  those  on 
pleasure  bent.  Especially  to  the  angler  is  it 
applicable,  as  a  great  deal  of  attention  is  given  to 
improving  the  quality  of  its  fishing  on  a  good  few 
of  its  already  famed  lochs,  rivers,  and  streams. 
If  a  salmon  angler,  and  can  conveniently  get  off 
in  the  spring  months,  there  are  some  excellent 
waters  free  to  visitors  at  the  better  appointed 
hotels.  Loch  Ness,  for  instance,  can  be  trolled 
on  free  if  fished  by  anglers  staying  at  any  of  the 
hotels  along  its  shores.  The  same  can  be  applied 
to  Loch  Awe.  Then  there  are  the  Dee,  Tay, 
Carron,  Shin,  and  a  host  of  other  waters  the  sport 
obtained  on  either  of  which  will  amply  repay 
a  visit. 

The  portion  of  the  Highlands  I  mean  to  refer 
to  in  this  article  is  Glengarry.  It  lies  in  the 
centre  of  Inverness-shire,  and  borders  on  the 
Caledonian  Canal.  Historically  it  is  rendered 
famous  from  having  been  in  the  feudal  times  the 
seat  of  the  Macdonells  of  Glengarry,  to  which 
the  Glengarry  bonnet  owes  its  origin.  It  is 
prettily  situatedon  the  banks  of  the  famous  salmon 
angling  river  the  Garry,  and  on  the  north-west 
end  of  Loch  Oich. 

Loch  Oich — one  of  the  three  lochs  which  form 
the  Caledonian  Canal— is  about  four  miles  long 
by  a  furlong  in  breadth,  and  has  an  elevation  of 
100ft.  above  sea  level.  It  is  studded  with  several 
very  pretty  islands,  and  is  surrounded  by  scenery 
which  unites  the  majesty  of  Alpine  grandeur  with 
the  softest  sylvan  beauty.  The  refreshing  green 
of  the  hills  and  the  blending  of  wood  and  water 
go  to  make  up  an  exquisite  picture,  and  has  often 
been  compared  to  some  of  the  most  picturesque 
portions  of  the  Rhine.  There  are  several  very 
interesting  sights  in  the  Glen,  such  as  the  ruins 
of  Glengarry  Castle  and  “  Tohar  net  Ceann,”  or 
the  Well  of  the  Heads.  The  hotel  is  first-class, 
of  modern  design,  and  every  convenience  can  be 
had.  There  is  a  large  staff  of  efficient  gillies  to 
be  got  on  the  shortest  of  notice. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  endeavour  to  initiate  the 
reader  into  the  mysteries  of  the  gentle  art,  but  if 
I  can  engender  a  taste  for  the  art,  by  showing  the 
liberty  of  the  angler,  and  by  promoting  a  love  for 
the  vernal  landscape,  blue  skies,  and  sunny 
evenings,  when  the  birds  are  twittering  above  the 
banks  of  some  favourite  stream,  and  the  flies 
dropping  on  the  softly  rippling  surface  to  be 
devoured  by  the  voracious  trout,  then  my  task  is 
rewarded. 

The  angling,  boih  salmon,  trout  and Salmoferox, 
is  second  to  none  in  the  Inverness-shire  High¬ 
lands,  in  fact  I  might  say  the  Highlands. 

The  River  Garry,  which  flows  Out  of  Loch  Garry, 
and  after  a  course  of  about  three  miles  falis  into 
Loch  Oich,  is  for  its  length  one  of  the  best  spring 
salmon  rivers  in  Scotland.  It  and  Loch  Oich 
were  held  on  lease  for  a  great  number  of  years  by 
the  late  G.  Crossfield,  Esq.,  of  Warrington.  After 
his  death  the  late  James  Wilson,  Esq  ,  a  Liver¬ 
pool  gentleman  held  th  ■  lease,  and  on  his  death, 
which  occurred  two  years  ago,  it  was  rented  by 
John  Balfour,  Esq.,  of  Balbirnie,  who  is  the 
present  tenant.  Owing  to  some  reason  or  other 
Mr.  Balfour  has  not  fished  it  yet,  but  has  sub-let 
it,  to  Lord  Berkeley  Paget.  The  angling  opens  on 
February  11  (but  in  the  writer’s  opiaiou  it  should 
open  a  fortnight  earlier,  as  it  can  be  proved  to 
have  as  early  a  migration  as  any  river  in  Scot¬ 
land).  It  affords  excellent  sport  up  to  the  end  of 
Juno.  There  are  some  splendid  pools  in  the 
Garry,  all  of  which  can  be  fished  without  the  aid 
of  waders.  This  in  itself  is  a  great  recommenda¬ 


tion  and  boon  to  the  angler.  Tbe  favourite  flies 
are  the  famous  Jock  Scott,  Butcher,  and  Durham 
Rang-r.  The  Beauly  has  also  proved  a  good 
killing  fly. 

Loch  Oich  is  always  trolled  from  a  boat,  and 
excellent  sport  is  invariably  got.  A  fine  day’s 
sport  during  the  months  of  February,  March, 
and  April,  yields  on  an  average  five  salmon, 
but  the  writer  has  on  different  occasions  seen 
eleven  fish  landed  in  one  day  by  one  gentleman, 
— six,  seven  and  eight  being  a  common  occurence. 
The  heaviest  fish  caught  on  Iioch  Oicb,  so  far  as 
lam  aware,  was  one  of  .381b.  The  salmon  are 
noted  for  their  gameness,  fine  flavour,  and 
beautiful  shape.  The  most  deadly  lures  are — 
the  red  phantom  for  the  early  spring,  then  the 
red  with  gold  belly  and  the  brown  and  gold ; 
then  later '  in  the  season  the  blue  bas  proved  a 
fine  killer.  Carter  and  Peek’s  wagtail  minnows 
are  also  used  sometimes  with  success.  The  usual 
length  of  line  is  2”»  yards  on  the  inside,  and 
about  35  on  the  inside  rod.  The  fish  got  on 
Loch  Oich  and  the  River  Garry  for  the  past  few 
years  have  averaged  151b  ,  which  is  certainly  an 
exceptional  average. 

The  trout  fishing  in  the  vicinity  is  first-class 
during  the  summer  months,  and  anglers  staying 
at  Invergarry  Hotel  can  enjoy  the  sport  free. 

Loch  Garry  is  about  six  miles  long,  and 
abounds  with  fair  average  trout.  Salmo  Jerox  is 
also  got  here.  The  average  basket  for  a  day’s 
sport  is  about  four  or  five  dozen  trout  and, 
perhaps,  one  or  two  Salmo  ferox — the  former 
averaging  fully  Alb.,  the  latter  from  31b.  to  41b. 
For  Salmo  ferox  angling  a  trolling  rod  is  neces¬ 
sary,  line  and  minnows — the  natural  minnow 
being  the  most  deadly.  This  fish  generally  plays 
with  a  fine  dash,  and  the  sport  is  often  preferred 
to  salmon  angling.  The  flies  used  on  Loch 
Garry  are  various,  but  if  the  trout  are  on  the 
feed  they  are  not  at  all  particular  to  a  fly.  There 
are  a  number  of  boats  on  the  loch  for  the  use  of 
anglers.  The  only  drawback  to  this  loch  is  its 
being  situated  about  three  miles  from  the  hotel. 

Loch-a-Bhaine  (Loch  Milk)  and  Loch  Lundie 
are  both  good  for  trout  fishing.  Permission  to 
fish  the  latter  is  required  from  Mr.  Malcolm, 
factor  on  the  Glengarry  estate,  which  is  very 
seldom  refused.  It  is  preserved  by  Mrs.  Ellice 
for  the  use  of  her  guests  in  the  autumn  se  ison. 


THREE  ^^JOCK  SCOTTS.” 


By  E.  M.  Ton. 

Mr.  Hugh  Fraser  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
to-day  (May  20,  1893)  mentions  ray  name  in 
connection  with  that  famous  fly,  which  has 
probably  killed  as  many  salmon  as  any  fly  ever 
invented,  the  “Jock  Scott.”  I  said  in  a  recent 
article  that  I  had  often  seen  the  inventor  of  this 
salmon  slayer,  and,  I  may  add,  that  I  never  spoke 
to  him  in  my  life,  for  all  that. 

Your  other  correspondent,  Mr.  Arthur  Mitchell, 
has  conferred  a  ’ooon  on  all  salmon  fishermen  by 
sending  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  obituary  notice 
which  appeared  in  the  Berwlcl'shire  News.  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  authentic. 

I  should  like  to  tell  in  detail  the  story,  as  it 
was  told  to  me,  of  “  Jock  Scott’s  ”  first  introduc¬ 
tion  to  Lord  John  Scott,  and  but  for  which  the 
fly  never  would  have  been  thought  of  in  all 
probability.  Lord  John  was  taking  a  country 
walk  during  which  he  met  a  lad,  who,  it  now 
appears,  was  then  in  the  service  of  the  Marquis 
of  Lothian,  and  aged  fifteen,  and  whose  face 
attracted  Lord  John’s  notice.  Asked  his  name, 
the  lad  replied,  “Jock  Scott,  sir.”  Lord  John 
replied,  “I’m  ‘Jock  Scott’  myseF,”  adding, 
“  Would  you  like  to  enter  my  service  ?”  The  lad 
said  '■  Yes,”  and  the  bargain  was  made  on  the 
spot,  which  lasted  till  the  death  of  the  noble  lord. 

I  lived  for  ab  mt  two  years  near  his  small  house, 
“  Kirkbank,”  and  where  Lord  and  Lady  John 
Scott  often  resided.  It  was  a  hunting  and  shoot¬ 
ing  box,  and  was  close  to  the  side  of  the  River 
Teviot.  This  goes  back  from  1859  to  1861  inclu¬ 
sive,  and  I  often  saw  Jock  Scott — and  his  master 
occasionally — in  these  early  days. 

Lord  John  took  an  immense  liking  to  him, 
making  him  at  one  time  his  fisherman,  at  another 
time  his  valet,  and  taking  him  wherever  he  went. 
He  likewise  had  him  trained  to  *'  the  gloves,”  and 
a  man  who  knew  told  me  that  when  Lord  John 
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wanted  exercise  on  a  wet  morninp,  he  used  to 
call  for  “  Scott,”  who  had  to  do  his  best,  and  my 
informant  added  with  a  chuckle,  “  If  Lord  John 
happened  by  any  chance  to  get  the  worst  of  it  at 
the  outset  of  the  ‘  bout,’  he  invariably  locked  the 
door,  and  then,”  he  said,  “  the  feathers  flew !  ” 
It  became  a  glove  fight,  master  and  man  “  going 
in”  until  exhaustion  proclaimed  that  it  was  time 
to  say,  Hold  I  enough  !  ” 

I  remember  an  incident  happening  about  this 
time. 

The  Kirkbank  gamekeeper,  who  was  a  surly 
dog  as  ever  I  saw  {not  Kerss),  had  some  words 
with  “Jock  Scott”  in  the  stables,  and  from 
words  came  to  blows.  Jock  gave  him  “  pepper,” 
but  the  man  closed  with  him,  and  Jock,  who  was 
not  merely  half  trained,  cross  buttockedhim  into 
an  empty  stall,  prettily,  but  heavily  too. 

Now  there  was  at  Kirkbank  an  enormous 
mastiff  about  the  size  of  a  Shetland  pony,  and  the 
gamekeeper  had  been  in  the  habit  of  kicking  and 
striking  the  dog  since  it  was  a  puppy,  until  he  had 
“  established  a  funk,”  for  the  dog  always  slunk 
away  at  his  approach,  cowed.  He  was  corre¬ 
spondingly  attached  to  “  Jock  Scott,”  and  had 
been  watching  the  fight,  an  interested,  but  a 
passive  spectator.  The  coachman,  who  told  me 
the  story,  said  it  was  quite  frightful  to  see 
this  huge  dog,  with  a  savage  growl,  rush  at 
his  now  prostrate  foe,  and  in  one  moment 
take  the  man’s  head  in  his  mouth.  He  lay 
there  trembling,  all  the  fight  knocked  out  of 
him.  “Jock  Scott  ”  speedily  called  off  the  dog, 
ncd  the  incident  ended,  and  yet  not  altogether, 
for,  from  that  day  forward,  the  animal  knew  his 
power,  and  the  brutal  gamekeeper  was  brutal  no 
more.  The  dog  met  him  with  head  and  tail  erect 
a  gentle  curling  of  the  upper  lip  telling  that  at 
length  he  knew  who  was  master  of  the  two  brutes. 

Lord  John  Scott  was  indeed  athorough  sports¬ 
man,  and,  it  was  said,  shortened  his  days  by  his 
devotion  to  sport  of  all  kinds,  salmon  leistering 
(then  legal),  otter  hunting,  fox  hunting,  shooting, 
fishing,  and  everything  else.  I  have  seen  him 
working  a  punt  gun,  paddling  his  own  canoe,  and 
firing  into  a  swarm  of  wild  duck  on  Wooden 
Loch,  for  his  boathouse  was  within  a  few  yards 
of  my  then  residence,  Wooden. 

Another  story  I  should  like  to  tell.  Lord  John 
Scott  was  going  from  Kirkbank  to  Dalkeith 
Palace,  one  of  the  seats  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch 
(I  think  the  chief  ducal  residence).  With  his  usual 
eccentricity,  he  went  third  class,  amongst  tbe 
small  farmers,  and  kept  them  all  in  roars  of 
laughter  till  they  arrived  at  the  junction 
(Dalkeith),  they  goingon  to  Edinburgh.  At  last 
“  the  best  of  friends  must  part,”  and  Lord  John 
had  to  get  out,  when  one  of  the  farmers  said  to 
him,  “Eh,  man,  but  ye  are  a  droll  chiel!  Now 
wha  will  you  be  I  wonder  ”  to  which  Lord  John, 
still  keeping  up  his  assumed  character  of  a 
brother  farmer,  replied,  “Oh,  man,  I’m  juist 
Jock,  the  Laird’s  brither!”  How  surprised  and 
delighted  at  his  ready  wit  the  men  must  have 
been,  when  they  found  that  he  was  the  brother  of 
that  nobleman  on  whose  vast  estate  probably 
most  of  them  resided,  the  late  Duke  of  Buccleuch. 

To  revert  to  Lord  John  Scott,  his  widow  Lady 
John  Scott,  was  the  writer  of  some  famous  Scotch 
songs  ;  but  my  memory  here  fails  me,  one  was 
“  Douglas,  Douglas,  Tender  and  True.”  Another, 
which  I  used  to  sing  myself,  was  written  after  his 
death  (which  produced  a  kind  of  melancholia  in 
her)  began  thus : 

“  We’ll  meet  nae  mair  at  sunset, 

W  ben  tbe  weary  day  is  dune ; 

Nor  wander  bame  tbegitber. 

In  tbe  lee  licbt  o’  tbe  mune,”  &c. 

Needless  to  add,  she  sang  of  him  who  lisd  gone 
before.  They  are  all  together  again  now,  I  trust 
— the  lord,  the  lady,  and  their  humble  but 
faithful  servant,  Jock  Scott. 

I  believe  that  this  will  prove  instructive  to 
many  a  salmon  fisherman  who  feels  more  than  a 
passing  interest  in  Jock  Scott  (the  fly),  and  lo! 
here  are  three"  Jock  Scotts,”  and  none  of  them 
uninteresting  I  trust. 

Might  I  be  permitted  to  add  one  further  story 
about  Lord  John  Scott  One  day,  when  out 
with  his  brother’s  hounds,  he  tried  to  jump  “  in 
and  out  ”  of  a  pigsty — the  horse  fell,  and  he 
sustained  a  shocking  fracture  of  the  ankle.  He 
was  laid  up  promptly  at  the  farmhouse  adjoining 
and,  the  doctor  being  called  in,  his  leg  was  set. 


Time  hung  heavily  on  his  hands  ;  and  one  day 
when  he  had  been  left  alone,  the  hounds  passed 
the  farm.  He  heard — and  was  at  once  upon  the 
floor,  dragging  his  broken  leg,  splints  and  all,  to 
the  ■window.  Alas  .'  for  his  foolish  enthusiasm. 
The  bones  were  again  displaced,  and  for  the  rest 
of  his  life  his  foot  was  turned  outwards  almost  at 
a  right  angle  ;  on  horseback  it  was  peculiarly 
noticeable.  Old  hunting  men  will  smile  at  the 
above  story,  which  is  genuine  enough.  All  who 
are  herein  mentioned  have  disappeared  “  into  the 
Silent  Land.”  May  I  trust  that  my  little  paper 
may  breathe  a  halo  of  romantic  history  around 
the  “Jock  Scott,”  and  that  Major  Traherne  and 
many  more  who,  like  him,  angle  for  the  lordly 
salmon,  may  be  interested  and  amused  thereby. 

I  thank  Mr.  Mitchell  for  conveying  the  infor¬ 
mation  that  Jock  Scott  died  on  the  2-l.th  of 
January  this  year  (189:)),  aged  just  a  trifle  over 
seventy-six. 

It  gives  increased  interest  to  me  to  learn  that 
the  late  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso  (then  reputed 
to  be  the  foremost  rod  maker  north  of  the  Tweed), 
named  the  fly  after  the  inventor,  having  had 
unusual  success  with  the  pattern  fly  which  Scott 
gave  him.  I  have  still  a  rod  which  I  purchased 
from  him  in  the  beginning  of  I860.  His  son’s 
name  is  well-known.  I  have  four  rods  bearing 
his  and  his  father’s  names,  all  of  which  I  am 
proud  to  possess.  How  many  flies  have  been 
tied,  I  wonder,  since  the  founder  of  that  firm 
first  baptized  it  “  Jock  Scott  ”  ? 


A  TRUE  BILL. 


By  Val  Conson. 


“  Angling  is  essentially  the  sport  of  the  commonplace 
versifier.” — Some  paper  or  other. 

Such  is  the  verdict  of  the  critic  to  whom  the - 

(I  have  lost  the  paper  and  forgotten  its  name) 
entrusts  its  literary  judgment.  Is  it  a  true  bill? 
I,  an  angler  from  the  age  of  six  years,  yearn¬ 
ing,  years  before  I  was  able  to  afford  a  rod, 
like  a  hart  for  the  water  brooks,  I  own  I  have 
long  suspected  something  of  the  sort.  But  I 
kept  silence,  though  it  was  pain  and  grief  unto 
me.  I  did  not  wish  to  set  up  my  unfortified 
opinion  against  that  of  the  rest  of  the  angling 
public.  Once,  years  back,  I  broke  out  in  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  a  protest 
against  some  of  the  more  blatant  of  the  brutali¬ 
ties  and  insincerities  by  which  some  sections  of 
the  angling  press  were  degraded.  As  a  result,  I 
was  overwhelmed  with  columns  of  indignant 
protest  from  gentlemen  like  Mr.  Pritt  and  others, 
who,  if  they  had  reflected  for  one  moment, 
must  have  known  that  they  were  neither  guilty 
nor  assailed.  I  am  about  perhaps  to  dare  more 
greatly  again.  In  the  debate  of  this  matter  I  am 
taking  upon  me  the  affirmative.  I  may  be 
swamped  with  instances  to  the  contrary.  No  one 
would  be  better  pleased  than  I,  if  the  grand  jury 
of  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  find  good 
reason  to  throw  out  the  bill.  But,  as  at  present 
advised,  I  say  there  is  no  body  of  angling  poetry 
worthy  of  the  name. 

1  believe  this  to  be  equally  true  of  shooting, 
and,  indeed,  of  every  sport,  even  including  hunt¬ 
ing.  But  that  does  not  absolve  the  angling  com¬ 
munity.  We  claim, many  of  us  I  think  with  justice, 
that  there  is  more  poetry  in  our  pursuit  than  in  all 
the  other  sports  put  together.  We  claim  that 
the  poetry  is  in  our  natures,  and  that  it  finds  its 
best  fruition  in  the  pursuit  of  angling.  Yes,  but 
where  is  its  expression  in  verse  ?  Is  it  impossible 
for  us  to  say  in  verse  the  true  and  noble  things 
which  are  of  the  essence  of  the  poetry  which 
should  be  welling  up  within  us  ?  Are  we  simply 
a  huge  mutual  admiration  society  ?  If  so,  we 
are  frauds,  and  the  sooner  we  understand  it  and 
mend  our  ways  the  better.  But  this  cannot  be 
wholly  true,  as  witness  the  sweet  and  gracious 
prose  of  Senior,  Kingsley,  Lang,  and  others.  I 
can  find  you  passages  of  Francis  Francis  that  are 
compact  of  the  spirit  of  poetry.  But  again  I 
ask,  where  is  the  verse  in  which  that  spirit  might 
be  expected  to  find  expression?  Since  “The 
Angler’s  \Vi8h”  of  Izaak  Walton  what  has 
there  been  in  angling  verse  to  equal  or  approach 
it  ?  The  “  Angler  ”  of  Thomson  is  often  quoted 
with  approval ;  but  read  it  and  consider  it.  How 
inverted  the  language,  how  pompous  and  inflated 
the  style  !  Who  in  describing  the  hooking  of  a 


trout  would  say,  “  He,  desperate,  takes  the 
death.”  The  description  is  accurate  enough  after 
we  have  pissed — 

“  Long  time  he,  following,  cautious  scans  the  fly, 
And  oft  attempts  to  seize  it,  but  as  oft 
The  dimpled  water  speaks  his  jealous  fear  ” 

— but  the  whole  piece  seems  to  me  redolent  of 
that  form  of  insincerity  in  which  the  thing  said 
is  much  less  important  than  the  way  of  saying  it. 

I  have  tried  to  read  a  good  deal  of  angling 
verse  at  one  time  and  another,  but,  with  the 
utmost  goodwill  to  the  subject,  I  have  generally 
had  to  put  the  book  down  in  despair,  and  never 
have  come  upon  anything  overpassing  respectable 
mediocrity.  In  an  age  where  mastery  of  metrical 
form  (as  distinct  from  the  poetic  spirit)  is  more 
universal  than  ever  before,  the  standard  of  work¬ 
manship  in  angling  verse  is  lamentably  low.  Is 
there  any  gentleman  of  taste  and  reading  who  is 
not  of  my  mind  on  this  ? 

I  have  said  in  the  past,  and  it  will  bear  repeti¬ 
tion,  that  Isaak  Walton  had  much  to  answer  for, 
and  that  if  he  had  known  for  how  much  imitation 
he  would  be  made  responsible  he  would  have  kept 
his  “Com  pleat  Angler”  out  of  print.  Imitation  is  a 
species  of  dry  rot  which  has  ruined,  and  will  ruin, 
the  style  of  myriads  of  angling  writers,  both  of 
prose  and  verse.  An  imitation  cannot  be  sincere, 
and  insincerity  is  the  death  of  style,  the  murder 
of  interest,  both  in  poetry  and  prose.  If  a  man 
has  anything  in  him  to  communicate  to  the  world, 
he  will  have  a  better  and  a  more  direct  way  of 
communicating  it  given  to  him  by  nature,  than 
any  imitation  of  another  can  supply.  I  have 
read  acres  of  description  of  scenery,  palpably 
false.  The  writer  had  not  the  beauty  and  the 
glory  and  the  glow  of  it  in  him.  How  then  could 
he  put  it  out  on  to  his  page?  It  was  padding, 
the  merest  pretence — I  daresay  he  was  paid  for  it. 

No,  Walton  is  good,  but  he  is  unique,  and  until 
we  get  away  from  him  and  cultivate  our  own  way 
of  saying  things  there  will  be  no  progress  for  us. 
I  do  not  mean  that  we  are  to  strive  after 
originality,  that  is  as  often  a  pretence  as  imita¬ 
tion,  and  is  almost  as  deadly  to  sincerity,  but  we 
should  “  humbly  strive  to  utter  forth  aright  the 
music  of  our  nature.”  Campbell  called  poetry 
“the  eloquence  of  truth,”  and  truer  word  was 
never  said.  Just  as  religions,  as  they  grow  old, 
have  a  tendency  to  stereotype  themselves  in  con¬ 
ventional  forms  from  which  the  spirit  gradually 
departs,  in  set  prayers  which  are  heedlessly 
gabbled,  in  canticles  that  are  sung  without 
understanding,  so  in  angling  we  find  a  number  of 
stock  phrases  which  may  have  been  living  once, 
but  have  long  become  devitalised,  and  they  hang 
in  the  literature  of  angling  like  a  dead  weight. 
The  keeping  up  of  such  phrases  is  a  form  of 
imitation  that  cannot  exist  with  the  sincerity 
essential  to  literature.  Let  us  purge  our  writing 
of  these  cant  terms.  Every  reader  will  know 
what  1  mean. 

Another  pitfall  for  the  angling  writer  is  senti¬ 
ment.  A  dangerous  thing  to  play  with,  never  to 
be  sought  of  malice  prepense,  never  to  be  dragged 
in  neck  and  crop.  Nature  is  the  truest  guide,  and 
nature  is  always  sincere. 

Then  there  is  a  proneness  to  jocosity,  often  of 
a  feeble  order,  generally  more  or  less  stereotyped, 
which  some  find  it  hard  to  resist.  It  is  long 
indeed  since  I  read  a  new  angling  joke — I  don’t 
want  to.  I  could  wish  the  whole  body  of  them 
dead  and  buried  with  no  arrangements  for  a 
resurrection.  Anglers  would  not  be  a  less  pleasant 
or  humorous  folk  for  the  sacrifice. 

I  may  seem  to  some  to  have  strayed  a  long  way 
from  my  subject,  but  I  hope  to  show  that  there  is 
method  in  my  madness.  In  dealing  at  length 
with  the  drawbacks,  or  some  of  them,  which 
handicap  the  angling  writer,  have  I  not  given 
reasons  against  the  evolution  of  the  writer  of 
angling  poetry  ? 

No,  it  may  be  retorted,  for  your  reasons  on 
your  own  showing  do  not  apply  to  angling  prose 
— the  best  angling  prose  that  is.  Well,  there  is 
something  in  that.  Does  it  not  drive  us  to  seek 
in  the  nature  of  poetry  something  which  dis¬ 
qualifies  it  as  a  vehicle  for  angling  pictures,  or 
something  in  the  nature  of  angling  which  dis¬ 
qualifies  it  as  a  subject  for  poetry.  The  latter 
none  of  us  would  admit.  Is  not  the  truth  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  artificial  nature  of 
verse,  and  the  exigencies  of  rhyme  and  metre,  are 
apt  to  force  upon  the  writer  some  of  those  inver- 
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sions,  those  indirectnesses,  those  cant  terms,  which 
are  at  once  the  condemnation  of  the  work  that 
contains  them.  We  have  had  no  writer  of  verse 
among  our  ranks  with  the  force,  the  ingenuity, 
the  greatness,  to  discard  them  Let  not  any  one 
who  shall  follow  me  in  this  debate  say.  Why  not 
show  us  the  way  since  you  know  it  so  well  ?  for  I 
here  protest  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  that  force, 
that  ingenuity,  or  greatness. 

Appreciation  is  a  faculty  distinct  from  the 
power  of  expi’ession,  and  it  is  a  pain  to  me  that 
my  taste  will  not  let  me  approve  the  fare  that 
hitherto  has  been  provided  for  us  by  others. 

Angling  is  a  passion  as  distinct  of  its  kind  as 
love  or  religion,  and  with  an  intensity  about  it  as 
inexpicable  to  the  outsider.  Like  them  it  ought 
to  have  its  poets  and  rhapsodists.  But  with  all 
the  goodwill  in  the  world  I  have  not  the  power. 
That,  however,  is  only  an  additional  reason  for 
saying  that  there  is  no  body  of  angling  verse 
worthy  of  the  name  of  poetry. 

That,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  is  the  case  for  the 
prosecution. 


MEALWORMS. 


By  T.  H.  T. 


There  is  a  distinct  lack  of  repose  about  the 
mealworm.  Even  when  he  has  evolved  himself 
from  the  “best  biscuit”  there  is  a  want  of  that 
nameless  something  which  stamps  the  “  upper 
crust  ” ;  an  absence  of  that  cultured  calmness 
which  should  bespeak  the  best  quality ;  no  sign 
of  that  air  of  conscious  superiority  which  sits  so 
easily  and  unaffectedly  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
well-bred.  Of  course,  having  no  shoulders, 
unless  a  sort  of  ring  round  his  body  about  the 
spot  where  one  might  make  a  rough  guess  as  to 
their  probable  locality,  or  which  might  by  an 
extra  powerful  stretch  of  a  very  vivid  imagina¬ 
tion  be  supposed  to  be  shoulders,  there  is  some 
excuse  for  him  in  the  latter  respect,  there  being 
no  place  for  either  superiority  or  anything  else 
to  sit  on  at  all,  let  alone  with  any  degree  of  ease 
or  comfort.  But  that  notwithstanding,  there  is 
only  too  palpably  a  woful  want  of  dignity  about 
him  which  only  too  plainly  suggests  “seconds,”  and 
unfortunately  too  often  points  to  a  downright, 
unmistakable  connection  with  “  sharps,”  which  is 
difficult  to  palliate,  and  still  harder  to  overlook. 
His  gait  is  of  the  five-barred  order,  and  his 
motion  somewhat  eccentric,  resembling,  when 
there  are  a  number  of  him  together,  a  lot  of 
street  urchins  scrambling  for  hot  coppers  more 
than  anything  else.  His  breeding  being  left  too 
much  to  himself  is  not  altogether  of  a  first-rate 
order,  nor  can  his  education  be  styled  finished, 
although  some  of  his  near  relations  exhibit 
undoubted  signs  of  smartness,  having  been  known 
to  “  take  the  biscuit  ”  many  times. 

He  is  of  too  active  a  disposition  to  ever  pass 
for  a  distinguished  personage;  besides,  his  ap¬ 
pearance  is  rather  against  his  making  even  a 
pretension  to  anything  of  the  kind.  His  abode 
is  ordinarily  a  hollow  cylinder  of  tin,  closed  at 
one  end,  and  a  lid,  with  a  few  holes  punched  in, 
to  fit  over  the  other — the  whole  bearing  evident 
indications  of  an  intimate  association  at  no 
distant  date  with  “  Somebody’s  ”  mustard.  He 
is  easily  heated,  though  so  far  as  one  is  able  to 
observe,  of  by  no  means  a  pugnacious  nature ; 
he  has  even  “  gentle  ”  blood  in  him,  although  it 
must  be  admitted  it  takes  a  considerable  amount 
of  finding.  In  fact,  he  has  many  points  in 
common  with  his  friend  and  relative  the  Maggot. 
The  telescopic  mode  of  locomotion  is,  perhaps,  a 
little  more  pronounced  in  him  than  the  other, 
although  he  has  the  advantage  of  a  series  of 
slight  excrescences,  something  like  a  double  row 
of  small  warts,  to  assist  him.  These  warts  are 
evidently  “  legs  in  the  bird,”  and  it  is  interesting 
to  see  the  curious  way  in  which  the  hind  part  of 
him  wrestles  with  the  front,  so  to  speak,  and 
succeeds  in  undulating  it  forward.  Moving 
along  and  putting  the  pace  on,  he  reminds  one  of 
someone  pulling  hard  in  an  outrigger,  and  a  lot 
of  him  propelling  themselves  in  the  same  direc¬ 
tion  is  a  wonderfully  amusing  imitation  of  a 
small  regatta. 

The  mealworm  was  always  a  source  of  con¬ 
siderable  anxiety  to  me.  1  didn’t  like  to  touch 
him  somehow.  He  seemed  so  terribly  in  earnest 
— so  horribly  energetic ;  there  was  always  such  a 


fierce,  hungry  look  about  him,  such  a  scowl  on 
his  face — what  there  is  of  it — that,  take  him  all 
round,  he  appeared  to  me  to  be  rather  a  despe¬ 
rate  character.  He  had,  too,  or  at  least  I  used  to 
think  so,  such  an  aggressive  and  resentful  manner, 
that  getting  him  on  the  hook  was  not  very  agree¬ 
able.  He  would  NOT  sit  still,  if  one  may  so 
expi’ess  it,  and  the  consequence  was  that,  after 
angling  for  some  quarter  of  an  hour  with  the 
hook  for  his  tail,  and  pricking  him  several  times 
in  the  wrong  place,  I  generally  managed  at  last 
to  run  it  into  my  finger.  He  wriggled  about  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  became  a  matter  of  no 
small  difficult}'  to  me  to  determine  which  was 
“  him  ”  and  which  the  hook,  and  even  when  I  did 
ultimately  succeed  in  landing  him,  his  lowering 
brow  and  flashing  eye  (figuratively  speaking) 
plainly  showed  what  he  would  do  if  he  only  had 
the  chance.  The  mealworm  has  an  awful  temper, 
and  would  undoubtedly  creep  off  any  hook  on 
the  slightest  possible  opportunity  or  most  trivial 
excuse,  if  only  out  of  sheer  devilment  and  spite. 

Of  the  meal  mealy,  the  mealworm  is  a  great 
eater,  and  that  probably  accounts  for  his  name. 
Life,  in  short,  with  him  is  one  eternal  meal,  and, 
like  the  page-boy,  he  shows  every  disposition  to 
“  eat  till  he  bursts  rather  than  waste  anything.” 
He  pegs  away  with  his  nose  to  the  grindstone,  as 
it  were,  utterly  oblivious  to  either  remonstrance 
or  remark.  Surfeit  is  to  him  a  dead  letter,  and 
greediness  has  no  meaning.  His  one  idea  is  to 
get  his  “  grub,”  and  with  that  object  perpetually 
in  view  he  snaps  his  fingers,  if  those  warts  of 
his  have  anything  that  come  under  that  heading, 
at  both  propriety  and  decorum,  and  wriggles  and 
scrambles  headlong  over  his  brethren  just  as  his 
brethren  wriggle  and  scramble  over  him,  taking 
everything  in  good  part  so  long  as  he  gets  what 
he  wants. 

In  politics  I  should  say  he  would  be  a  Radical. 
He  has  all  the  elements  of  that  particular  creed 
in  his  character,  and  it  seems  a  pity  that  he  is 
not  in  a  position  to  properly  express  himself  on 
such  matters  I  say  he  has  a  Radical  tendency 
because  so  long  as  ho  has  his  nose  well  fixed  in 
the  meal  it  is  evidently  a  matter  of  the  most 
profound  indifference  to  him  where  other 
people’s  noses  are.  He  means  to  have  what  he 
wants,  and  promptly  elbows  everybody  else  who 
is  likely  to  interfere  with  him  out  of  the  way — 
that  is  to  say,  he  would  do  if  elbows  were  part  of 
the  mealworm  construction.  As  it  is,  he  simply 
uses  whatever  portion  of  himself  happens  to  be 
most  conveniently  available  for  leverage  at  the 
moment,  is  perpetually  on  the  “  work,”  and 
makes  it  his  business  to  keep  everyone  about  him 
in  just  the  same  state  of  feverish  unrest  and 
excitement. 


The  general  angling  season  will  commence 
before  another  edition  of  “  Waltoniana  ”  sees  the 
light.  Prophecies  are  in  vogue,  and  I  will  be  in 
the  fashion  if  I  die  for  it,  so  here  goes  !  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  going  to  be  a  very  remarkable 
year  indeed.  Rain  will  come  just  when  it  is 
wanted,  and  the  fish  on  June  16  will  be  found  in 
prime  condition.  July  is  going  to  be  a  wet 
month,  which  will  bring  about  abundance  of 
water  in  the  rivers  during  holidaying  August. 
The  takes  of  roach  will  be  enormous,  perch  will 
feed  as  they  have  not  done  for  many  years,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  those  beautiful  tench 
which  are  found  in  the  Thames  will  be  landed. 
Trout  and  salmon  fishers  will  be  benefited  by  the 
rainfall,  and  sea-trout  and  salmon  will  be  taken 
galore.  _ 

Hurinh  August  and  the  early  days  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  some  very  large  bass  will  be  caught,  but  sea 
fishing  generally  will  not  be  particularly  good  on 
account  of  the  somewhat  stormy  weathei’.  It 
will  be  a  year  of  surprises  in  the  matter  of  speci¬ 
men  fish,  and  if  the  right  angler  goes  to  the  right 
place  and  uses  the  proper  bait,  the  401b.  jack  will 
be  taken  in  October  or  November.  It  will  unfor¬ 
tunately  happen  that  all  the  largest  fish  will  be 
lost,  and  when  such  unpleasant  events  occur,  the 
air  will  grow  thick  with  the  swear  words  of  dis¬ 
appointed  anglers.  So  sulphureous  and  overcast 
will  it  become  that  old  womeu  living  in  the  neigh¬ 


bourhood  will  foretell  the  end  of  the  world.  In 
the  parlours  of  fishing  inns,  some  extraordinary 
tales  will  be  told  by  anglers,  which  tales  will  be 
believed  by  few.  The  combinations  among  anglers 
for  their  mutual  protection  against  attacks  of 
conservators,  fishery  boards,  and  poac’ners,  will 
increase  in  number.  The  circulation  of  the 
Fishing  Ornette  will  be  one  and  a  half  million 
copies,  the  editor  will  be  made  a  peer  of  the 
realm,  while  I  shall  receive  a  baronetcy,  and  the 
printer’s  devil  will  be  knighted.  That  is  about  all 
I  care  to  prophesy  at  present.  It  should  be  ob¬ 
served  that  there  is  no  extra  charge  for  this 
number. 


I  HEAR  that  the  Central  Association  of  London 
Anglers,  while  thankful  to  find  that  they  and 
their  brothers  in  arms  have  defeated  the  attempts 
of  the  conservators  to  increase  the  netting  privi¬ 
leges  of  owners  of  fisheries,  are  very  dissatisfied 
to  find  no  protection  given  to  the  fish  from  swans, 
ducks,  and  steam  launches.  Like  most  old- 
fashioned  people,  the  conservators  probably  think 
they  have  done  enough  for  the  Thames  fisheries 
when  they  have  passed  a  few  bye-laws,  intended 
to  prevent  poaching  and  place  a  number  of  restric¬ 
tions  upon  anglers.  But  this  is  an  age  of  gnat 
straining  and  camel  swallowing.  The  angler 
returns  his  half  dozen  fish  in  the  day,  while  the 
duck  or  swan  devours  a  couple  of  million  fish 
eggs.  The  launch  or  steam  tug  dislodges  cluster 
after  cluster  of  spawn  from  the  weeds,  and  the 
gamekeeper  of  the  riparian  owner  night  lines  the 
river  up  and  down.  More  probably  will  be  heard 
of  this  matter  before  the  bye-laws  are  approved 
by  the  Privy  Council. 


I  DO  not  at  all  like  the  new  little  addition  in 
the  bye-laws  permitting  persons  to  net  an  un¬ 
limited  number  of  tmdersized  fish  of  any  hind  (be 
it  observed)  for  the  purpose  of  baiting  their  eel- 
traps.  Here  we  have  another  little  riparian 
owners’  addition,  which  is  both  unnecessary  and 
improper.  The  recognised  live  baits  for  eel- 
traps  are  gudgeon,  but  under  this  bye-law  baby 
trout,  roach,  pike,  perch — in  fact  any  small  fish 
may  be  caught  and  used  for  baiting  eel  baskets. 
If  the  conservators  had  only  kept  their  word  and 
consulted  the  angling  associations  before  pub¬ 
lishing  these  new  additions  and  alterations,  they 
could  have  had  the  matter  explained  to  them, 
but  as  usual  they  have  been  led  by  the  nose  by 
one  or  two  riparian  owners  who,  although  living 
by  the  river,  know  very  little  about  the  fisheries. 


We  have  had  the  usual  June  frost  in  the  south 
of  England  (it  came  on  the  I5th  last  year),  and 
the  May-flies  are  very  much  upset  in  consequence. 
For  one  whole  day  they  abstained  from  putting 
in  an  appearance,  and  many  were  the  statements 
made  that  the  season  was  over ;  but,  with  a  return 
of  mild  nights  and  sunny  days,  up  they  came 
again,  and  the  season  lingered  on,  both  trout  and 
flies  rising  fitfully.  Looking  at  the  season  as  a 
whole  it  is  full  of  contradictions.  From  some 
rivers  one  hears  nothing  but  complaints,  while  on 
others  exceptional  sport  has  been  enjoyed.  The 
only  point  of  similarity  is  that  almost  everywhere 
the  fly  rose  a  fortnight  or  so  before  its  proper 
time. 


The  chief  characteristic  of  coarse  fishing  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  is  the  position  of  the  fish 
in  running  water.  The  chub  will  still  be  in  the 
streams,  and  so  will  jack,  roach,  perch,  &o.  Of 
course  these  fish  are  not  partial  to  dead  w’ater  at 
any  time,  except  during  the  winter,  but  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  they  are  found  in  much 
shallower  water  and  sharper  streams  than  they 
dwell  in  from  the  middle  of  June  onwards.  I 
have  caught  roach  in  June  in  many  streams 
which  most  anglers  would  deem  only  suitable  for 
trout  and  dace.  Two  of  the  best  baits  for  chub 
in  June  are  minnows  and  small  frogs.  Roach 
often  take  a  well-scoured  worm  early  in  the 
season,  as  also  do  perch.  Temelar. 


The  largest  salmon  of  the  present  season  has 
been  on  view  at  a  Bond-street  fishmonger’s  in 
London.  It  came  from  the  Shannon,  and  turned 
the  beam  at  591b.  This  fish  may  be  safely  put 
down  as  a  veritable  60-pounder  (no  doubt  when 
landed  it  was  considerably  over  this  weight).  It 
measured  51in.  length  and  32in.  girth. 
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BOOKS  REVIEWED. 


“The  Bheech-Loader  and  How  to  Use  it.” 
By  W.  W.  Greener  (an  authority  of  no  mean 
repute),  is  published  at  the  popular  price  of  2s., 
by  Messrs.  Cassell  and  Company,  Limited.  It  is 
■well  printed,  and  the  illustrations  with  which  it 
abounds  are  as  acceptable  to  the  expert  as  to 
the  amateur.  To  those  who  delight  in  a  day’s 
shooting'  but  have  neither  the  time  nor  the 
means  to  make  the  sport  a  life’s  study,  this 
smartly-written  work  will  serve  as  a  general 
handbook  on  game  and  shooting.  In  addition 
to  the  author’s  experiences,  there  are  introduced 
remarks  and  styles  of  some  of  the  best  authori¬ 
ties  on  guns  and  shooting  in  the  world.  All  who 
look  to  the  gun  for  pleasure,  health,  or  occupa¬ 
tion,  should  hasten  to  add  “The  Breech-loader 
and  How  to  Use  it,”  to  their  libraries. 


“The  Si’ortsm.an’s  and  Tol'ii].st  Guide”  to  the 
rivers,  lochs,  moors,  and  deer  forests  of  Scotland 
(edited  by  J.  Watson  Lyall)  is  to  hand,  and  is 
replete  with  every  information  that  can  be  desired 
by  sportsmen.  The  price  is  one  shilling;  it  is 
published  monthly  (from  May  to  October) ;  and 
this  is  its  twenty-first  year  of  publication.  The 
work,  which  consists  of  over  500  pages,  also  con¬ 
tains  a  railway  map  of  England,  and  a  beautifully 
coloured  map  of  Scotland.  It  is  indexed  so  that 
reference  can  readily  be  made  to  hotels,  places  of 
interest  mentioned  in  the  “Guide,”  railway 
stations,  lochs,  rivers,  free  and  open  fishings  in 
Scotland,  fishing  quarters,  proprietors  of  shoot¬ 
ings,  steamers,  coaches,  Ac.  The  shooting  section 
is  arranged  alphabetically,  so  that  it  is  an  index 
to  itself.  Every  sportsman  should  possess  a  copy 
of  this  admirable  guide,  which  is  published  at  118, 
Pall  Mall,  Loudon. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

T.  H. — The  best  time  for  fly-fishing  in  a  stream 
which  gets  coloured  by  rain  is  when  the  water  is 
clearing  and  going  down.  A  brown  sherry  colour 
is  good. 

J.  D.  F. — Why  not  try  Altnacealgach. 


Cormjjonirmc 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

"  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

“SILVER  DOCTOR’S”  MAY-FLY 
EXPERIENCES. 

Sir, — My  experience  with  the  May-fly  this 
season  coincides  very  much  with  that  of  Mr. 
Gedney’s.  I  cannot  make  out  what  has  come 
over  the  big  trout  for  the  last  two  years.  They 
do  not  appear  to  care  for  this  fly  as  formerly  ; 
they  will  not  look  at  it,  natural  or  artificial.  The 
Gera,  a  killing  fly  three  years  ago,  did  not  move 
a  fish,  and  the  Clarke,  beautifully  sailing  over, 
literally  sent  them  flying  down  the  stream.  The 
smaller  fish,  i.e.,  those  from  fib.  to  11b,,  took  a 
small  May-fly — tied  by  Mrs.  Brocas — fairly  well. 
All  these  were  put  back,  but  I  only  killed  two 
killable  fish — one  21b.  15oz.,  and  the  other  21b. — 
with  the  May-fly  in  the  two  days’  fishing.  The 
first  was,  I  think,  as  much  a  surprise  to  the  fish 
as  well  as  to  myself.  I  saw  him  move  close  to 
the  bank,  and.  as  luck  would  have  it,  the  fly  fell 
on  a  blade  of  grass  and  then  on  the  water  close 
to  his  nose,  and  he  took  it  at  once,  and  very  good 
sport  he  gave  me.  I  went  on  .ste.adily  for  some 
time,  throwing  over  the  big  fish  I  could  see  (for 
the  water  was  as  clear  as  gin)  lying  near  the 
surface,  evidently  looking  out  for  something  to 
eat,  without  the  slightest  effect;  so  I  changed 
my  fly  to  a  small  nondescript,  something  like  the 
Artful  Dodger,  and  with  that  and  a  dark- winged 
Sedge  I  killed  eight  fish,  weighing,  with  the  two 
killed  with  the  May-fly,  181b.  lloz.  The  next 
day  was  hot  and  thundery,  with  not  a  breath 
of  wind.  There  was  more  fly  on  the  water,  but 
the  fish  were  behaving  just  as  badly.  I  did  not 
see  a  single  large  fish  take  a  May-ily;  but  with 
the  same  flics  as  on  the  previous  diiy  1  killed 
four  fish,  weighing  81b.  t'oz.,  the  largest  just 
turning  the  scale  at  fllb.  The  smaller  fish  were 


taking  “  the  fly  ”  fairly  well,  and  I  put  back  some 
eight  or  ten.  I  was  quite  contented  with  my 
basket  of  fourteen  fish,  of  the  aggregate  weight 
of  271b.  4oz  ;  but  not  satisfied  as  regard.s  the 
May-fly.  I  took  all  my  fish  with  the  wet  fly. — I 
am,  &c.,  Silver  Doctor. 

[We  are  delighted  to  see  that  the  author  of 
“  Recollections  of  Angling  for  Salmon,  Trout, 
and  Grayling”  has  been  having  good  sport  this 
very  curious  May-fly  season. — Ed  ] 


THE  MAY-FLY  UN  THE  STOUR. 

Captain  G.  L.  Austin,  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Stour  Fishery  Association,  writes;  Dear  Marston, 
— I  have  not  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  or  I  would 
send  you  an  account  of  the  May-fly  season,  like 
Byron’s  epitaph  on  his  dog,  “  not  what  he  was, 
but  what  he  should  have  been.”  In  fact,  I  was 
done  out  of  the  fly  this  year.  It  came  this 
season  nearly  ten  days  before  it  ought  to  have 
come,  and  I  was  playing  golf  and  missed  it.  I 
had  only  one  day,  and  only  killed  a  brace  and  a 
half,  but  I  heard  that  the  members  had  very 
fair  sport — one  man  killed  fifteen  brace  in  three 
days,  all  very  good  fish.  The  May -fly  has  been 
very  peculiar  this  year,  one  day  a  good  show,  the 
next  none  at  all.  There  was  no  fly  at  all  this 
last  week,  and  we  all  thought  it  was  all  over,  but 
the  keeper  told  me  that  on  Friday  afternoon 
there  was  as  much  out  as  on  any  day  this  season  ; 
it  came  on  about  4  p.m.  This  long  dry  spring 
has  been  very  bad  for  the  fish ;  I  have  lost  all  my 
fry,  and  the  fish  in  the  river  have  done  nothing 
— the  great  flood  in  February  swept  away  a  lot 
of  their  food,  many  parts  of  the  river-bed  being 
like  a  clean  gravel  path.  I  am  glad  you  had 
some  good  sport.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  write  you 
a  better  account,  but  I  really  know  nothing  about 
it. — I  am,  &c.,  G.  L.  Austin. 

June  4,  1893.  _ 


WHAT  IS  THE  WEIGHT  OF  THE 
HEAVIEST  BASS  ? 

Sir, — What  is  the  largest  (authenticated)  bass 
you  have  heard  of — I  mean  our  sea  bass,  com¬ 
monly  called  salmon  bass  ?  I  am  making 
inquiries  in  all  parts  to  find  out  this. — I  am, 
&c.,  W.  Hearder. 

The  Hoe,  Plymouth. 


PISHING  AT  GEFN. 

Sir, — Will  one  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me  in  your  next  issue  whether  fishing  is  to  be  had 
at  Gefn,  North  Wales  ;  if  so,  where  I  could  pro¬ 
cure  tickets  for  same.^ — I  am,  &c..  Black  Gnat. 

30,  Chapel-street,  Salford,  June  5, 1893. 


FISHING  AT  LLANDUDNO. 

Sir, — Will  you  or  one  of  your  numerous  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  kindly  inform  me  what 
sort  of  fishing  there  is  to  be  had  at  Llandudno 
both  sea  and  fresh  water. — I  am,  &c., 

Cecil  Firmin. 

P.S. — I  shall  most  likely  be  there  about  the 
middle  of  this  month. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  A  GOLDEN  EAGLE. 

Sir, — I  regret  to  see  in  Scotch  Notes  an 
account  of  the  slaughter  of  a  golden  eagle  by 
a  gamekeeper  in  Sutherland  shire.  No  wonder 
they  are,  as  your  correspondent  calls  them,  “now 
rare,”  when  that  is  the  way  they  are  mostly 
killed.  It  is  a  pity,  to  my  mind,  that  more 
landowners  do  not  act  as  some  do,  and  forbid 
their  keepers  killing  any  rare  birds.  A. 

[“  A. ’s  ”  views  on  this  matter  are  the  same  as 
those  we  have  often  expressed.  When  the  last 
pair  of  breeding  salmon  are  seen  in  our  country, 
some  “sportsman”  will  write  to  say  he  has  killed 
them. — Ed,]  _ 

TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  PLYMOUTH. 

Sir, — Will  some  of  your  readers  who  know 
the  Plymouth  district  kindly  say  if  fair  trout 
fishing  is  likely  to  be  had  at  or  near  Plymouth 
during  a  fortnight’s  holiday  in  July? — I  am,  &c., 

C.  Moffat. 

68,  Lansdowne-road,  Tottenham. 

[The  Tavy  and  Plym  Fishery  Board  grant 
tickets  for  Meavy  and  Cad.  The  Plym  is  all 
private.  Eight  miles  down  the  Tamar  is  the 
Holdsworthy  water  (fishing  free). — Ed.]. 


LAZY  TROUT  FISHING. 

Sir, — I  have  had  very  fair  sport  on  Lough 
Melvin  last  week,  with  both  Gillaroo  and  Son- 
naghan  trout. 

'i’he  modus  operandi  is  as  follows  :  I  have  a 
small  boat,  about  sixteen  feet  long  on  the  keel, 
rigged  with  foresail  and  sprit  or  spreed  sail.  1 
triil  a  cast  of  Michael  Rogan’s  flies  with  a  rod  and 
a  length  of  t  venty-five  yards  of  fine  line  behind 
the  boat. 

When  a  fish  hooks  on  I  down  helm,  haul  fore¬ 
sheet  to  windward,  and  get  trout  on  board  as 
quickly  as  possible,  then  let  draw  weather  fore¬ 
sheet,  and  go  look  for  another.  This  enables  you 
to  do  four  things  almost  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  viz  ,  sail  a  boat,  read  a  book,  smoke  a  pipe, 
and  kill  a  trout.  _  Innis-Owen. 


LARGE  BROOK  TROUT. 

8ir, — I  should  like  to  call  your  attention  to  a 
discussion  going  on  here  re  a  large  trout  shot  at 
Congresbury,  about  twelve  miles  ffom  here,  on 
May  17,  and  shown  in  a  shop  in  Bristol  as  a 
common  brook  trout. 

If  it  would  not  be  troubling  you  too  much, 
would  you  kindly  look  in  at  Cooper’s,  or  allow 
one  of  your  stall'  who  is  a  competent  judge  to  do 
so,  as  the  fi-fh  was  sent  there  to  be  preserved. 
The  weight  of  same  was.l3]lb.,  and  the  stream  it 
was  shot  in  was  an  ordinary  brook,  having  one 
weir  to  fall  over  and  then  running  direct,  for 
about  three  or  four  miles  at  most,  into  the 
Bristol  Channel;  and  as  at  flood  time,  like  we 
had  here  in  February  and  early  March,  the  water 
was  nearly  level  with  weir,  the  contention  is 
that  if  said  fish  is  not  a  salmon,  it  is  a  migratory 
trout  and  not  a  Salmo  fario,  as,  with  the  stream 
fished  regularly  every  day  for  years,  it  would 
almost  have  been  impossible  for  a  fish  to  grow  to 
this  size_  in  a  large  river,  and  yet  this  stream 
could  be  jumped  over  easily,  and  the  fish  was  not 
seen  until  the  day  it  was  shot.  I  have  been  a 
regular  subscriber  to  your  Gazette  since  it 
first  started,  and  have  seen  some  strange  ideas 
upset,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  idea  of  this 
fish  being  a  brook  trout  is  another  of  them. — 
I  am,  &c.,  W.  H.  Curtis. 

Horfield,  Bristol,  June  5, 1893. 

[Very  likely  Mr.  Cooper  will  send  it  to  us  to 
see,  if  requested  to  do  so. — Ed.] 


A  USEFUL  PLANT  WANTED. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  27th  ult.  I  perceive, 
by  your  editorial  note,  that  you  should  “  like  to 
get  some  information  about  that  plant.” 

Possibly  your  correspondent  refers  to  the  well- 
known  American  weed  which  lines  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  shores  of  Lough  Erne.  I  forget 
the  scientific  name  of  this  plant.  It  is  dangerous 
to  human  life;  the  strongest  swimmer  could  not 
struggle  through  it  to  the  shore.  It  forms  a 
grand  homo  for  insect  life.  I  send  you  a  local 
paper  with  an  account  of  the  capture  of  a  good 
fish.  Innis  Owen. 

Ballyshannon,  June  3,  1893. 

[The  American  weed  is  a  very  fine  w’eed  indeed, 
but  “a  little  of  it  goes  a  very  long  way.”  Put  a 
few  bunches  into  a  lake  or  river,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  it  crowds  out  everything  else.  Fortu¬ 
nately  it  appears  to  be  dyirg  out  in  many  places. 
—Ed.]  _ 


COLOURED  LINES. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  “  Mark,” 
I  have  invariably  found  dark  blue  in  fine  or 
gossamer  gut  and  sorrel  (reddish  brown)  in  hair 
the  most  successful.  With  the  latter  tackle, 
which,  of  course,  requires  great  care  in  striking 
and  playing  a  heavy  fish,  I  have  repeatedly  been 
most  fortunate  when  fish  were  shy  and  con¬ 
trary.  In  a  coloured  water,  with  the  roach  well 
on,  I  do  not  think  the  colour  of  the  hook  length 
of  much  importance  provided  it  be  not  too  coarse. 
— I  am,  Ac.,  _ .  R.  11.  Morris. 


Sir, — In  reply  to  a  correspondent  in  last 
Saturday’s  issue,  respecting  taking  aniline  colour 
out  of  a  silk  line,  spirits  of  wine  is  the  solvent ; 
but  I  should  advise  making  up  a  warm  soap 
lather,  and  allowing  the  line  to  soak  for  some 
minutes.  Rub  lightly  through  the  hand  and 
rinse  in  warm  -water,  which  will  deaden  as  well 
as  abstract  superfluous  coloui-. — I  am.  &c.. 

Geo.  F.  Salter. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  10,  1893. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


OUR  AMERICAN  COUSINS. 


A  MAP,  showing  the  eighteen  new  stations  which 
have  been  opened  to  anglers  by  privilege  tickets,  will  he 
tonnd  on  another  page.  Friday  next,  the  16th  inst., 
■'''“I  be  the  first  day  on  which  the  new  tickets  are 
available.  Some  really  good  water  is  now  opened  up  to 
ooarse  fish  anglers,  audit  is  the  intention  of  the  Fishinq 
(gazette  to  publish  some  short  articles  relating  to  the 
^ort  to  be  obtained  at  these  long-distance  stations. 
Ihe  first  article  will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 
*##### 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Fisheries 
bociety  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  June  15,  1893,  in  the 
Michigan  Building,  Jackson  Park,  Chicago. 

###### 

In  connection  with  the  Hull  Times  Angling  Competi¬ 
tion  on  the  Ancholme  at  Brigg,  which  will  take  place 
on  July  24,  a  solid  gold  medal  will  be  presented  to  the 
winner.  May  the  fish  bite  well,  for  gold  medal  prizes 
are  rare  ! 

*##*## 

Mb.  T.  R.  Sachs,  writing  from  Deal,  says  he  is 
enjoying  delightful  weather,  and  that  there  is  good 
fishing  to  be  had  from  the  pier  with  rod  and  line 
**#**# 

At  the  Imperial  Institute  a  large  quantity  of  apples 
and  pears,  and  two  or  three  baskets  of  fish  preserved 
in  ice  have  been  received  by  the  s.s.  Oceana  from  Mel¬ 
bourne,  and  are  now  on  view  in  the  Victorian  Court. 
The  fish  are  all  edible  and  of  good  flavour,  and  are  of  a 
description  not  usually  met  with  in  British  waters 
###### 

A  Little  Oveesioht. 

He  made  great  preparations 
For  a  day’s  good  sport,  and  smiled — 

How  he  would  catch  those  “  whoppers,” 

And  make  “those  Johnnies  ”  wild. 

He  took  his  rods  and  tackle. 

And  a  tasty  “  bill  of  fare,” 

And  I  tell  yon,  fellow  anglers. 

The  “  Johnny  ”  looked  “  all  there.” 

He  took  his  punt  and  fixed  it. 

But,  alas  !  sad  to  relate — 

He  found  when  all  was  ready. 

He  had  come  without  his  hait. 
###### 

Mb.  Eldbidge’s  cheap  excursions  to  Pulborough  and 
Amberley  are  now  being  run  from  London  Bridge, 
Victoria,  New  Cross,  Peckham  Bye,  East  Dulwich, 
Penge,  Clapham  Junction,  and  East  Croydon,  as  follows : 
On  Sunday  (day  only),  2s.  6d.  ;  Sunday  to  Monday, 
3s.  6d. ;  Saturday  to  Sunday,  Ss.  6d.  ;  Saturday  to 
Monday,  43.  6d.  Children  under  twelve  half  price. 
Privilege  tiokets  6d.  (available  for  whole  season),  to  be 
obtained  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road. 
###### 

_  East  London  has  been  in  possession  for  some  time  of 
its  People’s  Palace.  A  like  boon  will  shortly  be 
available  for  the  dense  population  of  the  south-west 
district  of  the  metropolis,  for  we  gather  from  the 
report  of  the  governing  body  of  the  Battersea  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute  that  that  undertaking  is  approaching 
completion,  and  will  probably  be  open  to  the  public 
before  the  end  of  this  year.  The  Battersea  Polytechnic 
has  grown  out  of  the  Albert  Palace,  and  the  new  build¬ 
ing  stands  upon  a  site  of  about  two  and  a  quarter 
acres  of  land  acquired  from  the  owners  of  the  palace. 
The  building,  when  completed,  will  be  a  handsome  onei 
and  a  priceless  acquisition  to  the  neighbourhood 
*  #  #  #  * 

Mr.  Fbancis  Scaman  Dymoke,  J.P.,  the  Queen’s 
Champion,  died  at  Horncastle  recently,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  Deceased  is  succeeded  by  his  only  son,  Mr. 
Francis  Scaman  Dymoke.  The  office  of  Queen’s 
Champion  is  to  ride  up  Westminster  Hall  on  Corona¬ 
tion  Day  and  challenge  anyone  who  disputes  the  rigth 
of  succession. 

###### 

We  have  always  been  taught  to  look  upon  the  robin  as 
a  harmless  little  creature  above  suspicion,  but  times 
have  changed,  and  now  the  Kent  people  have  lodged  an 
indictment  against  the  “poor  thing”  that  is  likely  to 
make  for  him  many  enemies.  A  correspondent,  writing 
from  the  Cray  Fishery,  Foots  Cray,  says  “  Probably 
owing  to  the  drought,  or  absence  of  rain  and  insect 
food,  we  have  been  infested  by  robins  that  dab  into  the 
water  like  a  kingfisher,  and  devour  the  young  fishes  in 
our  stream  to  a  pretty  tune.  We  have  always  proteeted 
the  robin  as  a  perfectly  harmless,  if  quarrelsome,  little 
bird  ;  but  toleration  must  have  its  limit,  and  the  time  of 
that  limitation  has  now  fully  come,  for  if  not  soon 
stopped  we  shall  not  have  a  single  young  trout  or  gray¬ 
ling  left  to  us.  The  kingfisher  and  robin  are  our 
prettiest  British  birds,  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to 
bring  so  severe  an  aecusation  against  the  latter.  But 
indisputable  facts  speak  for  themselves.  Either  the 
robins  and  kingfishers  must  go,  or  the  more  valuable 
fishes.  Once  you  get  a  bird  on  trout  he  never  leaves 
them  for  any  other  food.” 

*#*### 

The  space  at  my  disposal  will  not  allow  of  more  than 
merely  recording  the  fact  that  “Dragnet”  has  been 
banqueting  every  night  this  week.  On  Monday,  at  the 
North  London  clubhouse,  Holloway,  with  President 
Hoyle  in  the  chair  ;  on  Tuesday,  at  the  St.  John’s,  with 
President  Paterson  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tibbatts;  on  Wednesday,  at  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  with 
Mr.  W.  P.  Manning  occupying  the  post  of  honour  ;  and 
on  Thursday,  with  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials.  The 
word  “  success”  will  apply  to  all  four  of  these  functions, 
and  a  full  report  will  appear  in  our  next  issue, 


(Prom  the  “  American  Field.”) 

Fishing,  says  W.  P.  Merill,  by  wading  in  the  brooks 
and  rivers  where  hook  and  bait  only  can  be  used  should 
be  entirely  prohibited.  It  is  sure  destruction  to  the 
trout  family  sooner  or  later.  State  hatcheries  by  the 
dozens  cannot  keep  up  the  supply,  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  nearly  every  stream  in  the  woods,  large 
enough  to  support  a  trout  two  inches  long,  is  swarming 
every  Sunday  and  two  or  three  days  through  the  week 
tnen  and  bo.ys  (not  sportsmen,  let  me  say),  who 
catch  and  keep  all  trout  that  are  large  enough  to  bite, 
regardless  of  the  six-inch  law  or  any  other. 

Speckled  brook  trout  in  the  spawning  seasons  make 
their  way  to  the  swift  waters  of  brooks  and  rivers,  the 
large  ones  going  to  the  larger  streams  and  the  small 
ones  to  the  smaller  waters.  They  deposit  their  spawn 
and  after  the  proper  time  has  elapsed  the  little  fellows 
hatch  out.  In  these  cold,  swift  waters  they  make  their 
“0“^®  they  are  four  or  five  inches  in  length,  and 
then  they  begin  to  look  for  deeper  and  larger  waters — 
you  always  find  the  largest  trout.in  the  deep  holes  or 
in  the  open  waters  of  lake  or  pond.  It  is  in  the  home 
of  the  small  trout  that  this  wholesale  destruction  is 
perpetrated.  I  have  seen,  in  the  vicinity  of  my  house, 
men  had  been  fishing  by  wading,  who  had  eight- 
quart  pails  nearly  full  of  trout,  having  in  numbers  from 
1l5  to  150,  the  whole  lot  weighing  five  or  six  pounds, 

- - 

(Prom  “  Forest  and  Stream.”) 

The  fol  owing  is  the  menu  of  some  jolly  anglers  ; — - 
Potage. 

Julienne.  Cream  of  asparagus. 

Broiled  brook  trout,  a  la  Maitre  d’HOtel. 

ommes  en  surprise.  Boiled  brook  trout,  Diplomate. 

Pommes  duchesse. 

Smoked  brook  trout.  Astronomical  Emery, 
a  la  camp  Superior. 

Boiled  ham,  champagne  sauce. 

Baron  of  beef,  ii  la  Armour  tin  can. 

Brown  potatoes,  very  brown. 

Breast  of  pheasant,  plump  a  la  Parisienne. 

French  peas,  a  la  tin  can. 

Roast  goose,  in  dubio.  Lemon  sherbet,  in  futurio. 

Potted  pigeon,  in  nubibus. 

Mashed  potatoes,  boiled  potatoes,  brown  potatoes, 
all-round  potatoes.  Chicken  salad. 

Plum  pudding,  a  la  tin  can. 

Native  huckleberries.  Island  strawberries. 

Ginger  snaps.  Angel  toast. 

Bent’s  water  crackers.  Sault  Ste.  Marie  hard  tack. 

Nuts,  raisins,  ad  libitum. 

Caf<5  noir.  Cigars, 

(Prom  “  Shooting  and  Pishing.” 

The  New;  York  Tribune,  in  an  article  “  England  at 
Chicago,”  refers  at  length  to  a  comprehensive  catalogue, 
descriptive  of  the  British  section  in  the  exhibition,  and 
makes  extended  mention  of  Mr.  Robert  Bright  Marston, 
editor  of  the  Fishmg  Gazette,  London,  “  who  contri¬ 
butes  to  the  catalogue  a  delightful  chapter  on  angling.” 
He  expressos  the  pleasure  which  an  Englishman  expe¬ 
riences  in  watching  the  progress  and  development  of 
field  sports  in  America,  and  particularly  the  strong  and 
univepal  hold  which  the  sport  of  angling  has  in  the 
affections  of  the  American  people.  “  Hanging  on  the 
walls  of  my  fishing  library,”  he  says,  “  are  fine  old  con¬ 
temporary  engravings  of  two  noted  anglers— one  was  the 
saviour  of  the  Old  World,  the  other  of  the  New — Nelson 
and  Washington.”  "Then  Mr.  Marston  pays  a  delightful 
tribute  to  some  of  his  contemporaries.  “  A  matter  of 
congratulation  to  ns  anglers  also  is  that  the  present 
twice-elected  President  of  the  United  States  is  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  angler,  as  is  also  his  charming  wife.”  Mr. 
Marston  suggests  that  it  would  be  interesting  if  a  match 
could  be  arranged  at  the  World’s  Fair  between  the  Eng¬ 
lish  experts  in  the  Nottingham  style  of  casting  a  bait 
from  the  reel,  and  American  experts  in  the  American 
style,  under  conditions  fair  to  both  sides  looking  to 
peculiarities  of  the  respective  methods.  This  reminds 
me  that,  at  the  request  of  the  New  York  World,  I  com¬ 
piled  the  records  of  fly  and  bait  casting  in  this  country 
and  England — Thames,  Nottingham,  and  our  black  bass, 
striped  bass  casting— for  the  World  Almanac  for  this 
year,  so  that  the  records  of  the  two  countries  and  the 
various  styles  can  easily  be  compared,  and  the  difference 
in  distance  noted. 

Just  as  I  was  about  to  close  my  notes  for  this  week, 

I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  dated  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  where  he  has  come  to  see  the  World’s  Fair,  in 
general,  and  the  angling  exhibit  in  particular,  I  imagine. 

I  need  not  tell  the  readers  of  this  journal,  that  Mr. 
Senior  is  the  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  London,  and 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  anglers  in  Great  Britain. 
Since  the  organisation  of  the  Fly-Fishers’  Club,  London, 
Mr.  Senior  has  been  a  member  of  its  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  a.  d  the  last  Annual  of  the  club,  published  this 
year,  contains  his  portrait,  he  being  the  first  member  to 
bo  so  complimented.  As  “  Red  Spinner,”  Mr.  Senior 
has  made  valuable  contributions  to  our  angling  litera¬ 
ture,  and  when,  a  few  years  ago,  one  of  our  leading 
magazines  desired  a  typical  article  upon  English  angling, 
the  publisher  went  to  Mr.  Senior  for  ib.  For  his  own 
sake  American  anglers  will  delight  to  honour  him  during 
his  stay  in  this  country,  which  I  regret  to  say  will  be 
brief,  as  he  sails  for  home  May  27,  for  the  two  English 
anglers  who  come  nearest  to  the  hearts  of  American 
fishermen,  because  of  the  friendly  sentiments  which  flow 
from  their  pens,  are,  perhaps,  Wm.  Senior  and  Robert 
B.  Marston,  his  friend. 


GROUND  BAIT. 


“No,  Walton  won’t  join  our  trouting  excursion  this 
year.  He  says  he’d  rather  stay  at  home  and  play  with 
that  wonderful  first  baby.”  “  Ah,  I  see — spare  the  rod 
and  spoil  the  child  !  ” 

It  was  Sunday  morning  at  Reigate,  and  a  little  boy 
was  slowly  wandering  along  the  country  lane — as  muddy 
as  muddy  could  be.  He  held  a  string  of  fish  in  his 
hand,  and  they  were  dangling  in  the  summer  dust.  He 
turned  the  curve,  and  his  muddy  face  blanched — there 
was  the  minister  straight  ahead  1  No  escape  for 
Sammy  1  The  minister  looked  serious.  “Ah,  you’re 
doing  it  again,  Sammy.  Well,  I  expected  it.  Where 
did  you  get  those  fish  this  time  ?  Did  you  steal  them  ?  ” 
“  No,  sir,”  murmured  the  grimy  backslider,  “I  merely 
hooked  ’em  !  ” 


OwNEB  of  fishpond  (to  man  who  is  trespassing) : 
“Don’t  you  see  that  sign,  ‘No  Fishing  Here  ’  f  ” 
Angler  (with  an  injured  air) ;  “  Yes,  and  I  dispute  it. 
Why,  there’s  good  fishing  here ;  look  at  this  basketful. 
The  man  must  have  been  mad  who  put  that  board  up.” 


Vebt  fat  Angler:  “Sonny,  can  you  tell  me  the 
quickest  way  I  can  get  to  the  station?”  Rude  Boy 
(after  looking  him  over  carefully)  ;  “  I  sh’d  say  you’d 
better  lay  down  ’n  roll  over  ’bout  twice.” 


It  is  estimated  that  130,000,000  oysters  are  yearly 
received  at  Liverpool  from  abroad. 


A  FISH  hawker  was  soliciting  a  lady’s  custom,  but 
found  his  efforts  unavailing.  Wishing  to  know  the 
cause  of  her  refusal,  he  pressed  her  to  tell  him  why  she 
declined  to  buy.  “Well,”  said  the  lady,  “those  last 
soles  I  bought  of  you  bad  to  be  thrown  away  ;  they  were 
not  fit  to  be  eaten.”  “  Ah,  mum,”  said  the  fishmonger, 
“that  was  entirely  your  fault.”  “Mine!  How  so?” 
asked  the  lady.  “  Why,  you  see,  mum,  I  was  calling 
those  soles  before  your  door  at  least  a  week  before  you 
would  have  them.”  _ 


Tomkins:  ‘‘Merryman,  what  is  an  agnostic?” 
Merryman  :  “Why,  it’s  a  fellow  that  don’t  believe  in 
neither  doctors  nor  preachtra,  so  long  as  he  can  go 
fishing.” 


A  “  SHADY  ”  proceeding — the  under  cast. 


Oh,  fisherman  I  Oh,  fisherman  !  pray  toll  the  reason  why 

Dame  Nature  has  bestowed  on  you  a  magnifying  eye. 

If  you  had  caught  a  gudgeon,  you  will  fell  your  friends 
with  pride 

How  your  struggle  in  the  landing  of  “  Jack  ”  your  good 
net  tried. 

But  when  asked  to  show  the  monster,  do  you  think  it 
right  to  say 

That  your  landing  net  collapsed,  and  thus  the  good  fish 
got  away  ? 


Mbs.  Jokeb  (reflectively) :  “  I  wonder  how  it  is  why 
men  will  go  to  fishing  clubs?”  Mr.  J. ;  “It  may  be, 
my  dear,  because  the  fishing  clubs  can’t  come  to  them.” 


PiscATOE  :  “  Flies  ?  Midges  ?  Gnats  ?  Pooh  !  They 
never  molest  me.  You  see,  I  always  anoint  my  coun¬ 
tenance  and  digits  with  a  charming  mixture,  of  which 
asafoetida,  tobacco,  coal  tar,  raw  petroleum,  and  pepper¬ 
mint  are  the  leading  ingredients.  This  precautionary 
measure,  renewed  from  time  to  lime,  I  find  most  suc¬ 
cessful.” 


“  Chalk  full !  ”  as  the  milkman  said  when  asked  how 
much  lacteal  fluid  his  cans  contained. 


Winch  :  “  The  other  day  I  went  to  a  ‘  new-found-out,’ 
and  when  I  got  home  I  had  a  terrible  dream.”  Rod  : 
“  What  did  you  dream?  ”  “I  dreamt  I  went  to  it  again.” 


Not  the  Gbeat  Eastebn. — “I  have  been  on  this 
line  seven  weeks,”  said  the  guard  to  a  passenger  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  slow  travelling,  “  and  know  what  I  am 
talking  about.”  “  Seven  weeks  I  What  station  did  you 
get  in  at?”  _ 


“  Opt  in  the  stilly  night.” — Katz. 


“Whebe  do  the  largest  strawberries  come  from?” 
Tommy  ;  “  Prom  the  top  of  the  baskets.” 

“Captain,  why  do  they  distribute  liquor  to  sailors 
on  board  ship  ?  ”  “  Well,  you  know,  every  Jack  should 

have  his  gill.”  _ 

First  Anglbb:  “Excuse  me,  sir,  but  I  notice  that 
you  are  looking  at  me  closely.  Is  there  anything  about 
me  that  is  familiar?  ”  Second  Angler  :  “  Yes,  there  is 
— my  rod.”  _ 


Astbonomy  Exteaoedinaby. — In  a  small  village  to 
the  east  of  Doncaster  there  lived  recently  an  old  man 
who  thought  himself  a  modern  astronomer.  On  one 
occasion  some  boys  were  talking  about  the  rising  and 
setting  of  the  sun.  Overheariag  their  conversation,  he 
said  he  would  tell  them  all  about  it.  He  said  :  “  Noo,  to 
tell  thoo  the  truth,  lads,  it  sets  at  Doncaster  at  nioht, 
and  slithers  back  here  agin  behind  the  clouds  ready  for 
morning.” 
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WRINKLES  AND  HINTS. 

The  Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club  will  give  three  or  four 
open  tournaments  this  summer,  both  for  fly  and  bait 
casting.  Membership  in  the  club  is  not  confined  to  resi¬ 
dents  of  Chicago  only,  but  open  to  all  scientific  anglers 
who  wish  to  join.  The  initiation  fee  is  10  dollars; 
annual  dues  5  dollars.  _ 

A  STURGEON,  which  was  8ft.  in  length  and  weighed 
3001b.,  was  caught  recently  in  a  shad  net,  near  Rondout, 
on  the  Hudson  River,  N.Y . 


The  most  ancient  known  work  on  fishing  is  said  to  be 
the  “  Hauleutics  of  Oppian,”  the  work  of  a  Greek  poet, 
A.D.  U'8,  from  which  it  is  learned  that  many  articles  on 
fishing,  thought  to  be  modern,  were  known  then  ;  while 
from  Atheneus  it  is  learned  that  several  writers  wrote 
treatises  or  poems  on  fishing  centuries  before  the 
Christian  era.  _ 

Whistling  for  Bait.— “  As  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain,  the  eustom  of  whistling  for  their  bait  is 
peculiar,”  we  are  told  by  a  writer  in  the  Globe,  “to  the 
fisher  class  in  Ceylon.  W  ben  we  were  staying  near  Colombo 
some  time  ago,  we  noticed  that  from  early  morn  till 
dusk  some  of  the  natives  were  constantly  employed  in 
rod-and-line  fishing  on  the  sea  shore.  A  considerable 
number  of  fish  were  caught  in  this  manner,  but  rarely 
one  of  any  size,  though  occasionally  a  fish  of  five  or 
six  pounds  weight  would  be  hauled  in.  The  way  in 
which  these  men  procured  their  bait  was  singular.  The 
fisherman  ran  down  some  yards  to  meet  an  advaneing 
wave,  agitated  the  water,  and  probably  the  sand  also, 
with  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  and  then  ran  backwards, 
whistling  all  the  time  ;  when  the  wave  retired  he  fol¬ 
lowed  its  retreat,  and  seemed  almost  invariably  to  find 
a  long  wo'm  left  on  the  sand  at  the  point  where  he  had 
agitated  the  water.  On  being  questioned  relative  to 
this  singular  procedure,  one  native  replied  that  his 
whistling  acted  as  a  charm  to  the  worms,  and  caused 
them  to  rise  to  the  surface.” 


Angling  in  the  Air. — Notable  among  the  denizens 
of  the  Balkan  mountains  is  a  bird  called  by  the  natives 
the  “  wasp-eater.”  As  its  name  indicates,  it  is  the  enemy 
of  the  hive  and  the  scourge  of  honey-bees,  but  it  has  a 
decided  preference  for  wasps.  It  pursues  its  prey  with 
remarkable  agility,  catching  an  immense  number  of 
insects  in  its  flight  through  the  air  in  an  incredibly 
short  space  of  time.  Strange  to  say,  this  bird  is  eaught 
by  means  of  a  line,  like  a  common  gudgeon.  The 
children  stick  a  crooked  pin  through  the  body  of  a  live 
wasp — youth  knows  no  pity  ! — fastening  it  to  a  long  and 
stout  piece  of  thread.  The  insect  soars  aloft,  and  is 
presently  gobbled  up  by  the  bird  of  prey.  It  is  a 
humiliating  spectacle  to  see  the  miserable  wasp-eater 
struggling  at  the  end  of  the  line,  like  a  young  carp 
while  it  is  being  drawn  down  to  earth. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 

Club  anglers,  once  again,  will  be  enabled  to  follow 
up  their  favourite  sport  on  Friday  next,  June  16,  when 
there  are  sure  to  be  a  large  number  of  rods  out.  At  the 
time  of  writing  the  Thames  is  badly  in  need  of  a  dash 
of  colour  and  some  more  stream  ;  barbelling  does  not 
look  like  being  productive  of  much  sport. 

*#* 

Some  anglers  will  no  doubt  try  the  Ouse  bream,  or 
make  a  trial  trip  on  the  Sussex  Arun  at  Pulborough  and 
Amberley.  Then  there  are  the  Medway,  the  Wey,  the 
Stort,  the  Ivel,  Beds  (per  L.&N.W.R.  or  G  N.E.),  Mole, 
and  the  new  fishing  stations  on  the  G.E.R.  There  is 
plenty  of  time  for  rain  yet. 

*  *  * 

The  coarse  fishing  on  the  Lea,  anglers  are  reminded, 
does  not  open  on  the  16th.  There  the  fence  months  for 
roach,  bream,  barbel,  tench,  &e.,  do  not  expire  until 
June  30,  inclusive.  Perch  and  pike  are  not  in  season 
until  August.  Next  Friday  anglers  will,  however,  be 
able  to  take  dace  in  the  Lea,  also  gudgeon  and  grayling. 

A  NEW  club — the  Pixie  Brothers — has  been  enrolled 
on  the  S<  uth  London  United  Visiting  List.  The  All  ert 
Pisoatorials  (also  a  new  starter  in  the  angling  woild) 
has  likewise  applied  for  enrolment. 

The  Bermondsey  Brothers  announce  a  smoking 
concert  for  the  20th  inst.,  when  a  “visit”  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Anglers’  Association  will  be  paid  them. 

#  ^  # 

A  meeting  of  delegates,  in  connection  with  the  South 
London  United  Visiting  List,  was  held  on  Monday 
night,  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern  (the  club  house  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers),  and,  as  a  result,  I  am  able  to 
announce  that  a  competition  amongst  the  members  on 
the  list  has  been  arranged  to  be  fished  in  the  Arun  at 
Amberley,  on  July  23.  The  match  will  take  place 
between  Houghton  and  Timberley  Bridges,  and  there 
will  be  an  excellent  tide  for  it. 

I  BELIEVE  it  is  the  intention  of  the  members  of  tno 
New  Albion  Piscatorials  to  read  occasional  short  papers 
at  their  weekly  meetings — an  excellent  idea. 


accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  Full  of  angling 
anecdotes,  Mr.  A.  Jardine  presided,  and  though  the 
meeticg  was  not  a  large  one,  those  present  made  up  for 
it  in  the  great  interest  they  took  in  the  proceedings. 

*** 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial 
Society  was  held  on  Thursday  night  at  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  and  was  an  immense  success. 
Not  only  was  the  capacious  billiard  saloon  crowded  to 
its  utmost  capacity  with  guests,  but  an  overflow 
dinner  had  to  be  served  in  an  adjoining  room.  Major 
L.  H.  Isaacs  presided  over  the  company,  which  included 
two  representatives  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  a  full 
report  will  appear  next  week.  I  should  add  that  a 
presentation  was  made  by  the  members  to  the  chairman 
of  the  club  (Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett),  in  recognition  of  his 
valuable  services,  and  as  a  mark  of  esteem. 

*** 

The  members  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Society  at  a 
special  meeting  held  on  Thursday  night,  proceeded  to 
the  revision  of  their  rules,  and  I  understand  that  in 
regard  to  fishing  for  prizes,  any  angler  winning  four 
will  then  have  to  present  a  prize  to  the  club  before 
being  eligible  to  take  another  prize  himself. 

Goosequill. 


Herr  Fruwirth,  the  Austrian  pisciculturist,  has 
adopted  a  most  ingenious  plan  for  the  production  of  food 
for  his  fish-ponds.  He  has  a  number  of  small  ponds  or 
ditches  with  stagnant  water  and  aquatic  plants,  which 
are  used  as  nurseries  to  propagate  tlie  larv®  of  insects, 
small  crustaceans,  and  other  low  forms  of  animal  life  on 
which  fieh  naturally  feed.  From  time  to  time  some  of 
the  water  swarming  with  these  creatures  is  admitted  to 
adjoining  ponds  in  which  the  fish  live,  who  no  doubt  give 
the  new  arrivals  a  warm  welcome. 


Pike  are  often  caught  in  Sweden  in  a  curious  way 
illustrative  of  their  greed.  Large  perch  swallow  the 
baited  hooks  on  the  night-lines,  and  in  their  turn  are 
swallowed  by  pike.  The  perch’s  spines  set  so  fast  in  the 
throat  and  mouth  of  the  pike  that  the  fisherman  draws 
both  fish  in  together.  Somewhat  of  the  same  fate  often 
overtakes  the  perch,  when  his  greed  makes  him  attempt 
to  devour  sticklebacks. 

Bream  are  much  eaten  in  France,  fivepence  or  six¬ 
pence  a  pound  being  the  usual  price  in  country  towns. 
The  old  French  proverb,  “  Qui  a  brhne  pent  bramer  ses 
amis,”  which  Izaak  Walton  translates,  “  He  that  hath 
breams  in  his  pond  is  able  to  bid  his  friend  welcome,” 
proves  that  in  France  a  bream,  like  good  wine,  “  needs 
no  bush.”  _____ 

Perch. — Perch  prefer  lakes  and  the  deeper  and  less 
rapid  pools  of  rivers  ;  a  very  swift  current  is  to  them  an 
abomination,  and,  it  their  lot  is  cast  in  a  rapid  stream, 
they  will  invariably  be  found  near  the  bank  or  in  back¬ 
water  s.  In  the  winter-time,  when  floods  occur,  perch 
are  driven  in  vast  numbers  into  any  pool  or  eddy  they 
can  find,  and  it  is  then  that  the  largest  “  takes  ”  are 
made.  Mr.  Francis  says  that  on  these  occasions  “  they 
are  pulled  out,  not  in  braces,  dozens,  or  even  scores,  but 
o.t  n  to  the  tune  of  hundreds.  I  have  seen  and  helped 
to  catch  ten  dozen  and  over  out  of  one  hole,  and  have 
heard  of  twice  ten  dozen  being  taken.”  It  is  at  starva¬ 
tion  times  such  as  these  that  the  perch  merits  his  name 
o'  “the  greedy  perch,  bold  biting  fool,”  as  the  Compli¬ 
mentary  Ode  to  Izaak  Walton  has  it ;  but  at  loss  rigorous 
seasons,  and  when  they  are  not  over-plentiful,  there  are 
lew  fish  more  intelligently  wary  than  the  perch. 


I  AM  glad  to  find  my  angling  colleague  “  Tempo  ” 
back  again  in  the  Strand,  well  and  strong  after  his 

r. cent  severe  illness.  #  * 

# 

The  Rodney  Piscatorials  have  purchased  a  new 
banner.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  the  recent  split 
amongst  them  had  no  connection  whatever  with  angling. 

The  Rodney  Piscatorials  started  as  an  angling  society 
in  1882  Last  Tuesday  night  they  consequently  cele¬ 
brated  their  11th  annual  dinner,  which  passed  off  very 
successfully,  at  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
Bagshot-street,  Walworth,  where  genial  Host  Crisp  is 
likely  to  make  the  members  very  comfortable.  Mr.  W. 
Flower  took  the  chair,  and  received  the  support  of  Mr. 
Willson  (of  the  Blackfriars),  Mr.  A.  Conn  (Bermondsey 
Brothers),  Mr.  Armstrong  (Anglers’  Association),  Mr 
Wigley,  Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Pool,  Mr.  F.  T.  Lamberton 
(secretary),  &c.  Last  season  the  members  of  the  club 
had  some  very  pleasant  outings,  and  took  7001b.  of 
fish.  They  anticipate  making  many  new  members 
during  the  ensuing  season;  and  the  way  in  which  last 
Tuesday’s  proceedings  passed  off  augurs  well  for  the 
society’s  future  prosperity.  The  toasts  were  commend 
ably  brief,  the  major  portion  of  the  evening,  after  the 
numerous  good  things  provided  by  Host  Crisp  had  been 
disposed  of,  being  devoted  to  an  excellent  programme 
of  songs  and  recitations.  The  prize  winners  included 
Messrs.  Mitchell  (now  a  Pixeyite),  Wigley,  F.  Lam¬ 
berton,  sen.,  W.  Lamberton,  Sharman,  Best,  Utting 
F.  Lamberton,  jun.,  Stovel,  Davis,  Tidmarsh,  &c 
Nearly  thirty  prizes  were  promised  for  next  season 
Mr.  Crisp  heading  the  list  with  .£2  2a.  from  himself 
and  half-a-guinea  from  Mrs  Crisp. 

*** 

With  regard  to  the  toast-list,  the  chairman  gave 
“  The  Queen  and  Royal  Family,”  and  took  occasion  to 
wish  long  life  and  happiness  to  the  Duke  of  York  and 
Princess  May,  a  sentiment  which,  I  am  sure,  will  be 
re-echoed  at  every  festive  angling  gathering.  Then 
came  the  toast  of  the  “  Anglers’  Association  and  Bene 
volent  Society,”  to  which  Mr.  Conn  was  to  have  re 
sponded,  but  he  had  had  barely  time  to  swallow  his 
dinner  when  he  was  officially  called  away  to  a  neighbour 
ing  “  visit,”  and  arrived  back  again  just  in  time  to  join 
the  Rodneys  in  drinking  to  “their  noble  selves.”  The 
healths  of  the  “  Prize  donors  and  visitors  ”  (for  whom 
Mr.  Willson  responded)  were  cordially  pledged,  and  the 
company  further  drank  heartily  to  the  healths  of  the 
chairman  and  the  host.  “  The  Press  ’’was  also  toasted 
and  a  very  merry  evening  was  spent. 

*#* 

I  AM  asked  to  state  that  the  members  of  the  Mail 
borough  Angling  Society  have  removed  from  the 
Victory,  Trafalgar-road,  Old  Kent-road,  to  the  Grove 
Tavern,  The  Grove,  Camberwell.  Mr.  Godley  is  the 
secretary,  should  any  anglers  residing  in  the  district  be 
desirous  of  joining  the  societv. 


A  HALIBUT  weighing  c401bs.  was  recently  taken 
vhilst  "long-lining”  fcr  cod  at  Grand  Manan,  New 
1’ runs  wick. 


Another  of  those  pleasant  and  instructive  little 
evenings — I  wish  there  were  more  of  them — which  are 
occa-ionally  to  be  met  with  in  the  clubs,  took  place  on 
Wednesday  night,  at  the  Ancher  and  Hope  Angling 
Society,  when  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  read  one  of  his  enter¬ 
taining  piscatorial  papers.  It  was  entitled  “  Thames 
Trout  Fishing,”  and  the  lecturer  was,  on  its  conclusion. 


THE  NEW  THAMES  FISHERY  BYE¬ 
LAWS. 

(As  advertised  in  the  Times,  June  7,  1893.) 

Thames  Conservancy. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Conservators  of  the 
River  Thames,  having  taken  into  consideration  the 
objections  and  representations  which  have  been  made  to 
them  respecting  the  proposed  bye  laws  for  the  protec¬ 
tion,  preservation,  and  regulation  of  the  fisheries  in  the 
River  Thames,  from  Cricklade,  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
to  Yantlet,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  which  said  proposed 
bye-laws  were  published  in  the  London  Gazette  of  the 
3rd  day  of  March.  1893,  and  in  The  Times  newspaper  of 
the  4th  and  11th  days  of  March,  1893,  have  made  altera¬ 
tions  in  and  additi  ms  to  the  following  only  of  the  said 
bye-laws,  which  so  altered  will  now  stand  as  follows  : — 

8.  No  flew  or  stream  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater 
length  than  16  fathoms  measured  along  the  head  rope, 
nor  with  a  mesh  of  less  than  three  inches  from  knot 
to  knot,  the  measurements  to  be  made  when  the  net  is 

No  seine  or  draft  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater  length 
than  16  fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope,  nor 
with  a  mesh  less  than  two  and  a  half  inches  from  knot 
to  knot,  the  measurements  in  each  case  to  be  made  when 
the  net  is  wet. 

No  blay  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater  length  than 
13  fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope,  nor 
with  a  mesh  less  than  two  inches  from  knot  to  knot,  the 
measurements  in  each  case  to  be  made  when  wet. 

No  smelt  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater  length  than  16 
fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope,  nor  with  a  mesh 
other  than  the  following  ;  For  five  fathoms,  measured 
along  the  head  rope  from  each  end  thereof,  with  a  mesh  not 
less  than  one  and  a  quarter  inches  from  knot  to  knot ;  and 
for  the  remaining  six  fathoms,  measured  along  the  head 
rope,  which  shall  join  the  two  portions  of  five  fathoms, 
with  a  mesh  not  less  than  one  inch,  the  said  measure¬ 
ments  to  be  made  in  all  cases  when  the  net  is  wet. 

No  flounder  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater  length  than 
16  fathoms  measured  along  the  head  rope,  or  of  a 
greater  depth  than  9  feet,  or  with  a  mesh  of  less 
than  two  and  a  half  inches  from  knot  to  knot,  the  said 
measurements  to  be  made  in  all  cases  when  the  net 
is  wet. 

No  minnow  net  shall  be  used  with  a  greater  diameter 
than  3  feet  in  any  part  of  the  net. 

No  landing  net  shall  be  used  with  a  greater  diameter 
than  2  feet,  and  a  greater  length  than  3  feet  from  the 
ring  and  the  end  of  the  net,  nor  with  a  mesh  of  less 
than  one  inch  from  knot  to  knot,  such  measurements  to 
be  made  when  the  net  is  wet. 

No  casting  or  bait  net  shall  be  used  exceeding  2Q  feet 
in  circumference,  nor  with  a  mesh  of  less  than  one  half¬ 
inch  from  knot  to  knot,  nor  with  a  sack  or  purse  of 
more  than  six  inches  in  depth  when  fully  extended,  the 
measurements  in  each  case  to  be  made  when  the  net  is 
wet. 

12.  The  following  nets,  implements,  and  apparatus 
(hall  be  the  only  implements,  nets,  and  apparatus  that 
may  be  lawfully  used  for  taking  fish  : 

1.  Rod  and  line. 

2.  Hand  lines  fished  with  bait. 

3.  Trim-tram  or  four-beam  nets. 

4.  Trawl  nets. 

5.  Flounder  nets. 

6.  Stow-boat  nets  until  July  1,  1893. 

and  such  nets  and  apparatus  shall  only  be  used  in  the 
places,  at  the  times,  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
prescribed. 

13.  No  trim-tram  or  four-beam  net  shall  be  used  with 
a  weighted  beam  of  a  great  length  of  21  feet,  or  with  a 
mouth  of  a  greater  total  circumference  than  60  feet, 
measuring  in  each  of  the  sides.  The  netting  of  any  such 
ret  shall  net  b  1 1  f  a  greater  length  than  30  feet  from  the 
beam  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  cod  of  the  net,  and  shall 
not  be  less  ihm  three-quarters  of  an  inch  from  knot  to 
knot,  the  measurements  to  be  made  when  the  net  is 
wet. 

16.  No  person  shall  put  down  in  any  part  of  the  River 
Thames  at  the  mouth  of  any  brook,  creek,  river,  or 
backwater  oommunicating  with  the  River  Thames,  or 
running  into  the  said  river,  or  at  any  mill,  sluice,  race, 
or  branch  of  the  said  river,  any  not  or  device  whatever 
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to  stop,  catch,  or  hinder  any  fish,  spawn,  or  fry  of  fish 
from  coming  into  or  going  out  of  the  River  Thames. 

20.  No  salmon  or  salmon-trout  may  be  fished  for, 
taken,  or  attempted  to  be  taken  in  the  River  Thames 
between  September  1,  and  March  31  following,  both 
inclusive,  and  no  trout  or  char  may  be  fished  for,  taken, 
or  attempted  to  be  taken  in  the  River  Thames  between 
September  11  and  March  31  following,  both  inclusive. 

28.  No  fish  of  the  species  hereinafter  mentioned  shall 
be  taken  in  or  out  of  the  River  Thames,  or,  having 
been  taken,  shall  be  had  in  possession  or  exposed  for 
sale  on  the  River  Thames  or  on  the  shore  thereof,  or 
on  any  lands  adjoining  or  near  to  the  river,  of  less  than 
the  sizes  and  dimensions  hereinafter  respectively 
mentioned  (that  is  to  say)  :  — 


Pike  or  Jack, 

extreme  length  . 

...  18  inches 

Perch 

...  8  ,, 

Chub 

) )  ...  .  •  • 

...  10  „ 

Roach 

...  7  „ 

Dace 

...  6  „ 

Barbel 

...  16  „ 

Trout 

16  ,, 

Grayling 

))  ...  ••  • 

...  12  „ 

Bream 

) )  • • •  ... 

...  10  „ 

Carp 

> »  . 

...  10  „ 

Tench 

...  8  „ 

Rudd 

) }  •  •  •  ... 

...  6  „ 

Gudgeon 

}  j  . . 

...  4  „ 

Flounders 

...  7  „ 

Smelts 

]] 

...  6  „ 

Lamperns 

>»  . 

...  7  „ 

Soles  or  Slips 

...  8  ,, 

Whiting 

...  ••• 

...  7  „ 

Plaice  or  Dab 

>)  . 

...  8  „ 

All  shrimps  to  be  sifted  when  alive  through  a  sieve  of 
jths  of  an  inch  between  the  wires,  all  which  wires  shall 
be  placed  either  vertically  or  horizontally,  and  no 
shrimp  that  will  pass  through  such  sieve  shall  be  kept 
or  retained. 

But  this  bye-law  shall  not  apply 

(a)  To  any  person  who  takes  any  undersized  fish  acci¬ 
dentally  and  at  once  return  such  fish  alive  to  the  water 
without  injury ; 

(b)  To  any  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  bleak,  or  minnows 
taken  for  use  as  bait  provided  that  except  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  baiting  eel  baskets,  no  person  shall  be  entitled 
to  have  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control  more  than 
fifty  of  such  fish  for  nse  as  bait  at  any  one  time,  or  to 
take  by  himself,  his  servants,  or  agents  more  than  fifty 
of  such  fish  on  any  day. 

29.  Any  person  who  shall  have  in  his  possession  on, 
near,  or  adjoining  the  River  Thames  any  fish  of  less 
dimensions  than  those  specified  in  the  last  preceding 
bye-law  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  an  offence 
against  such  bye-law  unless  he  prove  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Court  before  which  he  is  tried  that  ho  was  law¬ 
fully  in  possession  of  such  fish,  provided  that  this  bye¬ 
law  shall  not  apply  to  the  person  in  charge  of  any  boat 
entering  Hadleigh  Bay  in  order  to  land  at  Leigh  fish  on 
board  such  boat  which  have  been  taken  outside  the 
limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Conservators. 

30.  Any  person  following  the  business  of  a  fisherman 
on  the  River  Thames,  or  letting  for  hire  for  fishing  any 
boat,  punt,  or  other  vessel  to  be  used  on  the  River 
Thames  shall  be  subject  to  the  following  regulations  : — ■ 

(a)  His  name  and  place  of  abode  shall  be  duly 
registered  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames  at  their 
London  office  for  the  time  being,  which  office  is  now 
situate  at  No.  41,  Trinity-square,  Tower-hill ; 

(b)  On  the  registration  of  his  name  he  shall  pay  a  fee 
of  la.  in  respect  of  each  boat,  punt,  or  other  vessel ; 

(c)  The  secretary  shall  give  to  every  such  person  on 
his  registration  a  certificate  thereof  ;  such  certificate 
shall  contain  the  number  of  every  such  boat,  punt,  or 
vessel ; 

(d)  Such  person  shall  cause  to  be  painted  and  keep 
painted  and  legible,  in  characters  not  less  than  two 
inches  long  and  half  an  inch  broad,  on  the  starboard 
bow  and  on  the  port  quarter  of  every  such  boat,  punt, 
or  vessel,  such  number  together  with  his  name  and 
place  of  abode.  Any  person  neglecting  to  have  such 
number,  name,  and  address  painted  on  each  such  boat, 
punt,  or  vessel,  and  to  keep  the  same  so  painted,  or 
shall  permit  the  same  to  be  defaced  or  removed,  shall 
be  guilty  of  an  offence  against  this  bye-law,  and  shall 
in  addition  to  any  other  penalty  on  conviction  for  such 
offence  forfeit  his  certificate  of  registration.  Provided 
that  this  bye-law  shall  not  apply  to  oases  in  which  any 
vessel  is  already  marked  in  accordance  with  any  exist¬ 
ing  law  or  regulation  in  force  in  the  River  Thames. 

32.  Nothing  in  these  bye-laws  shall  prevent  any 
person  provided  he  has  the  previous  consent  in  writing 
of  the  Conservators  under  their  Common  Seal  from 
obtaining  fish  for  the  purpose  of  artificial  propagation 
and  other  scientific  purposes  from  any  part  of  the  River 
Thames  or  from  having  in  his  possession  salmon  roe  or 
trout  roe  for  any  of  these  purposes,  or  from  taking  or 
attempting  to  take  salmon  or  trout  when  spawning,  or 
near  the  spawning  beds. 

33.  Notfiing  in  these  bye-laws  except  the  provisions 
relative  to  the  fence  season  and  to  the  sizes  of  fish 
shall  take  away  or  abridge  the  right  of  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  a  private  fishery,  or  any  person  having 
authority  in  writing  from  any  such  owner  or  occupier, 
to  do  any  of  the  following  things  within  the  limits  of 
such  private  fishery  only  ;  that  is  to  fish  for,  or  to  take, 
or  attempt  to  take  fish  and  eels  by  means  of  nets, 
commonly  called  cast  nets  and  crayfish  nets,  or  by  grig 
or  ground  wheels  for  eels  or  by  night-lines,  or  by  means 
of  eel  bucks  or  stages,  so  far  only  as  the  same  or  any  of  I 
them  can  be  legally  used  irrespective  of  these  bye-laws.  ' 


Provided  that  on  a  special  licence  being  obtained  from 
the  Conservators  in  writing  under  their  Common  Seal, 
and  not  otherwise,  such  owners  or  occupiers  or  persons 
having  authority  as  aforesaid,  may  in  such  private 
fishery  only  take  fish  by  means  of  a  net,  commonly 
called  a  hoop-net,  having  a  mesh  of  not  less  than  two 
Inches  from  knot  to  knot  when  wet,  or  eight  inches  all 
round,  and  not  being  more  than  six  yards  long,  or  by 
means  of  a  net  commonly  called  a  drag  net,  and  having 
a  mesh  of  not  less  than  two  inches  from  knot  to  knot 
when  wet,  or  eight  inches  all  round. 

_  38.  In  these  bye-laws,  unless  there  is  something  incon¬ 
sistent  or  repugnant  in  the  context,  the  words  and 
expressions  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  meaning  (that  is  to  say)  : 

Person. — Shall  mean  any  number  of  persons  or  any 
body  of  per-'ons  corporate  or  unincorporate. 

Court. — Shall  mean  any  court  of  summary  jurisdiction 
whether  consisting  of  two  or  more  justices  or  of 
a  stipendiary  magistrate. 

Fishing.— Includes  oyster  and  shell  fishing. 

Fish. — Includes  oysters,  shrimps,  crabs,  lobsters, 
crayfish,  and  shellfish,  and  the  spat,  spawn,  brood,  ova, 
or  fry  of  oysters,  shrimps,  crabs,  lobsters,  crayfish,  or 
fish. 

Vessel. — Means  and  includes  any  ship,  lighter,  keel, 
barge,  boat,  punt,  wherry,  raft,  or  craft,  or  any  other 
kind  of  vessel  navigated  by  any  form  of  motive  power. 

Fisherman. — Means  any  person  registered  as  a  fisher¬ 
man  or  the  owner  of  a  boat  or  vessel  used  for  fishing  or 
let  for  hire  for  fishing  on  the  River  Thames. 

Measurement  of  Nets. —  Except  as  provided  in  bye¬ 
law  33,  when  in  the  bye-laws  the  measurement  of  nets 
is  referred  to,  such  measurement  shall  be  made  from 
knot  to  knot  across  the  diagonal  of  the  mesh  when 
such  net  is  wet  and  the  mesh  is  extended  to  the 
utmost. 

River  Thames. — Shall  mean  and  include  (1)  the  River 
Thames  and  Isis,  from  Cricklade,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts  to  Yantlet,  in  the  county  of  Kent ;  (2)  all  back¬ 
waters,  creeks,  side  channels,  bays,  and  inlets  connected 
with  or  forming  part  of  the  said  rivers  or  either  of 
them  as  defined  by  the  Thames  Preservation  Act,  1885 ; 
(3)  all  creeks,  inlets,  channels,  or  bends  between  Ted- 
dington  Lock,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  Yantlet- 
creek,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  so  far  as  the  tide  flows  and 
reflows  therein  at  ordinary  times. 

By  order,  JAMES  H.  GOUGH,  Secretary  of  the 
Conservators  of  the  River  Thames. 

No.  41,  Trinity-square,  Tower-hill,  London, 

May  29,  1893. 


B^coi^incial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Bir¬ 
mingham  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday, 
June  1.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed,  after  which  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Coles 
gave  in  their  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Convivial 
Society,  which  was  considered  satisfactory.  It  has  been 
decided  to  hold  the  annual  contest  on  Sept.  4  next.  It 
was  also  resolved  that  the  sum  of  ^35  be  expended  in 
the  purchasing  of  prizes.  Mr  J.  Dance  tendered  his 
resignation,  which  was  accepted  with  regret. 

The  railway  arrangements  for  the  Birmingham 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  excursion  and  contest, 
which  takes  place  on  Saturday,  July  15,  are  now  com¬ 
pleted.  Members  are  asked  to  interest  themselves  in 
the  sale  of  tickets,  so  that  the  funds  of  the  society  may 
be  benefited. 

The  Birmingham  Duddestone  Society  has  at  last  been 
compelled  to  dissolve,  and  the  majority  of  the  members 
have  joined  the  Ashted  Society.  Perch  and  dace  are 
now  in  very  good  condition,  especially  those  taken  from 
running  waters.  The  roach  and  chub  are  yet  far  from 
being  clean.  Delegates  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
are  requested  not  to  forget  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
association  on  Thursday  evening  next,  June  15,  when 
important  business  will  be  transacted. — C.  White. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Not  since  1887  have  the  prospects  for  the  opening  of 
the  coarse  fish  season  been  so  favourable  as  they  are  for 
next  Friday.  The  abnormal  heat  and  long  drought  were 
the  factors  which  led  to  this  result.  The  warm  weather 
made  food  very  abundant,  and  disease  was  almost  absent. 
Coarse  fish  of  all  kinds  are  abundant  and  in  excellent 
condition.  I  think  one  may  safely  say  that  it  will  be  an 
unusually  good  barbel  year.  The  salmon  season  has 
been  a  most  dismal  failure.  The  heavy  floods  just 
before  and  during  the  early  portion  of  the  season  could 
not;,  however,  have  occurred  at  a  more  suitable  time. 
In  my  opinion  the  most  fatal  obstacle  to  the  Trent  re¬ 
gaining  its  former  position  as  a  salmon  river  is  the 
dangerous  life  which  its  parr  have  to  lead,  and  the  still 
more  dangerous  passage  to  the  sea,  through  which  such 
of  these  parr  as  attain  to  the  dignity  of  smolts  have  to 
pass.  The  trout  streams  are  all  very  low  and  clear,  but 
in  Derwent,  Dove,  and  Wye,  fair  bsskets  are  being  made 
with  the  fly,  but  mostly  towards  the  evening.  The  gray¬ 
ling  a'^e  rising  freely,  and  are  in  forward  condition.  In 
the  brooks  “dapping”  with  the  natural  fly.  “blue¬ 
bottle,”  or  “  drakes,”  has  yielded  fairly  good  sport,  but 
it  is  not  a  very  sporting  method,  though  compelled  by 
the  conditions. 


U5 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE'. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

From  all  parts  of  the  Fen  District  the  prospects  for 
the  coming  season  are  excellent.  Active  preparations 
are  being  made  for  a  commencement  of  sport.  A  season's 
ticket  to  angle  in  “  Black  Sluice  ”  waters  costs  23.  Gd., 
and  day  permits  (Is.  each)  may  also  be  had  of  any  of  the 
commissioners  in.  the  district,  or  at  the  clerk’s  office. 
Donington,  near  Spalding.  Eel  fishing  will  be  one  of 
the  chief  attractions  for  some  weeks  after  the  season 
has  commenced.  The  reports  from  the  Witham  and 
Welland  are  of  a  very  encouraging  character.  In  some 
parts  of  the  river  sport  has  already  commenced.  In  the 
Market  Deeping  waters  the  fish  have  greatly  increased 
since  the  formation  of  the  association.  In  the  district 
about  Stamford  the  Buckinghamshire  otter  hounds  have 
recently  been  making  a  very  successful  raid  on  the 
otters,  which  were  doing  much  damage  amongst  the  fish 
in  the  Wetland.  Lord  Kesteven,  who  is  a  lover  of  all 
true  sport,  entertained  the  owners  of  the  pack  at  Case- 
wick  Hall,  and  some  capital  sport  was  had. 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  have  had  a  little  rain,  and  on  Saturday  I  came 
across  a  number  of  patient  anglers.  One  Wintonian 
had  a  Ijlb-  trout.  The  bait  used  was  “  ’taters.”  With 
this  original  bait  he  obtained  one  of  IJlb.  He  informed 
me  that  there  are  six  spots  altogether  open  to  anglers 
near  Winchester,  and  he  thought  the  best  was  certainly 
near  the  Black  Bridge.  The  periodical  “  netting  ”  took 
place  on  Saturday,  when  big  and  little  fish  were 
“  caught  ”  in  profusion. 

The  early  visitation  of  the  May-fly  in  Hants  rather 
upset  many  of  our  anglers,  as  this  fly  does  not  generally 
put  in  an  appearance  until  after  the  weeds  have  been 
cut. 

Some  fine  trout  are  reported  to  have  been  taken  from 
the  Bishopstoke  waters. 

On  the  Lambourne  also  the  May-fly  appeared  wonder¬ 
fully  early  this  year.  Some  good  fish  were  taken,  and 
the  water  is  being  kept  in  good  condition  by  Hedge 
the  keeper.  _  °  ’ 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Anglers  in  this  district  are  now  looking  forward  to 
being  out  shortly  after  roach  and  bream  with  some 
confidence,  as  we  have  had  (on  Sunday  and  Monday) 
some  soaking  rains  and  thunderstorms,  which  have  put 
all  the  waters  in  the  county  into  very  good  condition 
for  bottom  fishing.  One  gentleman  on  Monday  got  three 
stone  of  bream  at  Buckenham,  and  on  Tuesday  two  rods 
took  about  Jst.  at  Surlingham  in  the  Horse  Shoe  reach. 
A  few  similar  catches  are  reported  from  the  Bure  at 
Horning. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  would  recommend  anglers  to  tour  for  a  few  weeks 
in  North  Wales  and  judge  for  themselves  whether  they 
are  not  in  a  far  better  po.sition  than  anglers  over  the 
border  as  regards  all  round  sport.  We  hear  much  of 
the  splendid  trout  fishing  obtainable  in  many  rivers  on 
the  North  Wales  coast,  but  it  is  a  myth.  The  scenery 
of  North  Wales  cannot  be  surpassed  in  magnificence 
and  grandeur  ;  and  a  visit  to  the  lakes  around  Snowdon 
or  Bala  will  amply  repay  the  tourist  even  though  he 
may  not  fill  his  creel.  The  rivers  swarm  with  trout, 
but  they  are  so  wretchedly  small.  As  far  as  the  lakes 
are  concerned,  they  are  difficult  to  reach  and  to  fish. 
The  smaller  streams  are  at  the  time  of  writing  exceed¬ 
ingly  iow,  and  sport  bad.  At  Llanbedr  we  observed  a 
goodly  number  of  trout,  and  above  Aberartro  Bridge  we 
carefully  angled  several  miles  of  water  with  little 
success.  Below  the  bridge  alluded  to  the  water  is 
preserved  by  the  Llanbedr  Association,  and  contains 
larger  fish  than  above.  There  has  not  yet  been  sufficient 
water  to  bring  up  the  swim,  but  one  or  two  were  to  be 
seen.  Between  the  village  and  the  sea  is  some  excellent 
angling  water,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
statements  of  local  gentlemen  in  this  district  as  well  as  of 
those  with  whom  we  met  at  Trefriw  and  Bettws-y-Coed, 
that  the  salmon  and  sewin  fishing  is  satisfactory.  We 
have  every  cause  to  believe  that  if  Shropshire  angling 
societies  will  co-operate  with  the  Shropshire  Angling 
Association  and  act  in  the  common  cause  of  fair  angling, 
the  Severn  may  be  made  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best, 
angling  rivers  in  this  part  of  the  country. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  water  in  both  rivers  and  streams  is  very  low  and 
fine,  and  in  the  trout  streams  the  fish  have  been  gorged 
with  theMay-fly,  so  that  they  would  hardly  take  anything 
else.  In  the  Severn  several  good  fish  have  been  taken 
with  the  artificial  minnow  under  the  weirs  ;  and  several 
salmon  have  been  hooked,  but  not  captured.  Some  fair 
baskets  of  trout  and  dace  have  been  taken  in  the  Teme, 
Black  Gnat,  Black  and  Rec  Palmers,  Red  Spinners,  Pale 
Blue,  Red  Tag,  Governor,  Alder,  and  Yellow  Dun,  have  all 
been  used :  and  the  chub  fisherman  has  had  rare  sport 
and  heavy  baskets.  An  immense  eel,  51b.  3oz.  in 
weight,  and  43in.  in  length,  was  caught  in  the  Droitwioh 
Canal  by  an  angler  named  Walker. 


On  account  of  great  pressure  upon  our  space, 
some  Provincial  Notes  are  unavoidably  held  over. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

June  11. 

Camden  :  Brake  outing  to  Virginia  Water. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  :  Annual  dinner  at  Chertsey. 
Junior  Fly-fishers ;  Outing  to  Hertford. 

June  12. 

Anglers’  Association  :  Renting  and  Preservation  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting. 

Cliftonville  :  Annual  dinner. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Mr.  Cass’s  benefit. 

June  13. 

Alma  ;  Quarterly  night. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Copenhagen  :  Annual  supper. 

Good  Intent :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

Pixie  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

June  14. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Quarterly  night. 

City  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 
Queen’s  :  Anglers’  Association  Visit. 

Second  Surrey  ;  Quarterly  night. 

Walbam  Green  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 
June  15.  . 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Central  Association  Visit. 

Eagle  ;  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

Great  Eastern :  Annual  supper. 

Queen’s  :  Quarterly  night. 

Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers :  Annual  dinner. 

June  17. 

5  Royal  George  :  Supper  and  distribution. 


FIXTUEES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

June  18. — Allason  United  :  Roving  Match. 

„  18. — Eastern  Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  18. — Izaak  Walton  :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 

„  18. — North  Lambeth :  Outing  to  Yalding. 

,,  18.— Peckham  Brothers  ;  Outing  to  Amberley. 

„  18. — Phoenix:  Brake  outing  to  Harefield. 

,,  18. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

„  19. — Prince  of  Wales:  Special  meeting. 

,,  20.— Bermondsey  Brothers :  Anglers’  Association 

visit. 

„  21. — Brompton  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  21. — Forest  Gate  Piscatorials ;  Visit  on  No.  1 

Eastern  List. 

,,  25.— Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List :  Prize 

outing  on  the  Arun. 

„  27.— Grange  :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 

July  2. — Serapis  ;  Outing. 

,,  11. — Good  Intent:  Distribution  of  prizes. 

,,  23. — South  London  United  Visiting  List :  Com¬ 

petition  at  Amberley. 


from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs¬ 
day  IHornin^.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
mnrfced  “  Club  Repoet  ”  outside  envelope. 


Anglers’ Association. — The  general  committee  met 
on  Monday  last  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  vice- 
president,  occupied  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
general  committee  held  on  the  May  1,  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  members  of  two  clubs  attended  with 
regard  to  a  subject  of  considerable  importance  to  them¬ 
selves  and  anglers  in  general ;  after  a  very  patient  hear¬ 
ing  lasting  over  one  and  a  half  hours,  the  enquiry  was 
adjourned  to  the  next  delegate  meeting,  when  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  further  evidence  will  be  forthcoming.  The 
“Albert”  Piscatorial  Society  meeting  at  the  Cowley 
Arms,  Normandy-place,  were  duly  enrolled  on  the  books 
of  the  Association,  after  they  had  given  information  re¬ 
garding  the  sizes  of  fish  that  might  bo  weighed  in.  A 
letter  from  the  Thames  Conservancy  dated  the  3rd  inst., 
was  read,  oalling  the  attention  of  the  Association  to  the 
faot  that  they  had  further  amended  their  proposed  new 
bye-laws,  that  a  draft  of  same  had  been  published  in  the 
London  Gazette  of  May  30,  and  in  the  Times  of  May  31 ; 
also  that  it  would  again  appear  in  the  Times  of  Wednes¬ 
day,  June  7.  A  letter  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  on  this  im¬ 
portant  subject  was  also  read,  but,  owing  to  the  late 
hour,  its  discussion  was  referred  to  the  next  delegate 
meeting.  The  secretary  reported  that  he  had  just  heard 
that  the  South-Eastern  Railway  Co.  had  agreed  to  also 
waive  its  proposed  action  with  regard  to  railway  privi¬ 
lege  tickets.  Two  posters  were  exhibited,  signed  by 
Henry  C.  Pratt,  clerk  to  the  board  of  the  Stour,  Suffolk 
and  Essex  fishery  district:  one  notifying  that  the  close 
time  was  from  March  15  to  June  15,  both  days  inclusive. 
The  01  her  tbat  a  reward  of  one  pound  would  be  paid  for 
the  conviction  of  any  person  netting  from  barges  any  of 
the  waters  under  its  jurisdiction.  Tne  usual  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  the  chair  — Hon.  Repoeteb. 

Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening  next,  June  12,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghueney, 
sec. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  (Sotttheen  Distei'ct 
Visiting  List.) — A  return  visit  on  the  abore  list  ^will 
take  place  at  the  Bermohdke'y  Brothers  Angling  Society, 


Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.,  on  the  20th 
inst..  not  the  13th  (as  reported  last  week),  as  the  first 
annual  supper  of  the  Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society 
takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  and  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  do  not  wish  it  to  clash  with  that  auspicious 
occasion.— G.  W.  Aemsteong,  district  officer. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  AVesteen  Disteict 
Visiting  List. — A  very  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the 
Prince  Arthur  A.S.  on  the  1st  inst.,  eleven  clubs  being 
well  represented.  The  Association  box  was  opened  and 
found  to  contain  11s.  3d.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to 
the  Queen’s  Angling  Society,  Latimer  Arms,  Walmer- 
road,  Notting-hill,  on  Wednesday,  June  14,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster.  [Will  clubs  changing  their  address 
kindly  communicate  with  me  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that 
clubs  wishing  to  have  a  visit  may  have  the  proper 
address  on  the  visiting  list. — J.  W.  Hareis,  district 
officar,  198,  Kilburn  Park-road,  W. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 

lOs.  from  the  benevolent  box  of  the  Grange  Angling 
Society  ;  10s.  Cd.  annual  subscription  from  the  Izaak 
AVTilton  Angling  Society  ;  and  .£1  Is.  from  Irwin  E.  B. 
Cox  (the  Field),  life  member.— R.  Ghuenet. 

Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock-Fishers’  Association. 
— The  coast  from  Aberdeen  to  Stonehaven  was  lined  on 
Saturday  afternoon  by  over  one  hundred  members  of  the 
above  association  for  the  first  June  competition.  The 
following  were  the  successful  prizetakers  :  Ewan  Riddel, 
4l>lb.  9oz;  George  Ross,  331b.  12oz.  ;  John  Inch, 
3.31b.  4oz.  ;  James  Dawson,  281b.  9oz. ;  James  Grant, 
191b.  8oz.  ;  James  Wilson.  111b.  9oz. ;  AVilliam  Geddes, 
101b.  ;  Alexander  Douglas,  91b.  2oz.  Heaviest  fish  as 
yet  for  Mr.  Parson’s  silver  medal  for  June,  James  Daw¬ 
son,  81b.  8oz.  For  Mrs.  Parson’s  silk  handkerchief, 
John  Inch,  81b.  4oz.,  heaviest  as  yet. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S.W. — I  beg  to  inform  members 
that  this  society  has  now  been  enrolled  on  the  Anglers’ 
Association.  At  our  meeting  last  Tuesday  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  quarter :  Chair¬ 
man,  Mr.  F.  Tottem ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  E.  Enever  ; 
delegates,  Messrs.  Bryant  and  Barnes.  Our  prize  list 
his  bien  increased  by  Mr.  W.  Warde  (who  has  given 
four  prizes)  and  Messrs.  P.  AVhite,  E.  Enever,  E.  Hol- 
brow,  and  W.  H.  Bryant.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
names  of  those  gentlemen  requiring  the  privilege  and 
Anglers’  Benevolent  tickets,  who  have  not  sent  in  their 
names  to  me  for  same.  We  are  still  open  for  a  few 
mire  members.  Entrance  foe,  2s.,  and  2d.  a  week  sub¬ 
scriptions  for  working  members,  and  5s.  yearly  honorary 
members.  Rules  can  be  seen  at  the  bar  of  above 
house. — W.  H.  Bbtant. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate. — 
AVe  had  a  large  attendance  of  members  on  June  7. 
Messrs.  Fuller,  Smith,  and  Stoke  were  elected  working 
members,  and  Mr.  Stewart  an  honorary  member.  Wo 
have  started  well  in  our  new  quarters.  Our  first 
match  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  June  18  ;  two 
rods  allowed,  all  fish  to  weigh,  with  the  exception  of 
eels,  jack,  and  perch.  It  is  an  open  roving,  and 
members  may  leave  London  by  Saturday  evening  trains  ; 
bank  only.  I  beg  to  thank  Mr.  Palmer  for  his  promise 
of  10s.,  and  Mr.  Coventry  for  7s.  6d.  towards  our  prize 
list.  All  absent  members  please  attend  next  Wednes¬ 
day,  9  p.m. — Benjamin  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere- 
street,  Clare  Market.— Next  Tuesday  being  quarterly 
night,  I  hope  all  members  will  settle  up,  as  the  society 
removes  to  its  new  quarters. — J.  Pailes,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — On  Wednesday  last 
we  had  a  good  muster  of  members  present,  when  we  got 
through  some  very  important  business.  I  wish  to  announce 
that  next  AA’^ednesday  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  trust 
all  members  will  clear  the  books,  as  Mr.  Hutchins  takes 
the  secretaryship  over  on  June  21. — AV.  H.  Potter, 
sec. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  fourth  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Monday 
last,  when  thirty-one  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a 
grand  spread.  I  need  hardly  say  full  justice  was  done 
to  it.  After  supper  we  went  in  for  harmony,  and  some 
really  good  songs  where  got  through  by  the  following : — 
Messrs.  Leder  and  Desmond,  song  and  dance  artists ; 
Mr.  H.  Lovett,  Mr.  Johnson,  B.P.,  Mr.  A.  Hook,  and 
several  others.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Jones, 
vice  Mr.  Lovett,  piano  Mr.  Turff,  jun.,  and  the  interest 
was  sustained  until  11.30  p.m.,  when  the  chairman  an¬ 
nounced  the  distribution  of  prizes ;  the  principle  prize 
winners  being  as  follows  : — Mr.  H.  Lovett,  first  gross 
weight  bank ;  Mr.  G.  Rich,  first  gross  weight,  punt ; 
Cooper,  Blyth,  Lovett,  Bell,  King,  jun.,  Jones,  Herbert 
G.  Rich,  Brothers  Knowles,  Barrelaugh,  Bailey, 
Lawrance.  The  usual  toasts  where  proposed,  and  the 
“  Health  of  our  visitors  the  Battersea  Friendleys”  con¬ 
cluded  a  very  enjoyable  evening. — G.  Rich. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rothernitho  New-road. — Un  W^ednesday  last, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  gave  us  one  of  his  readings,  entitled 
“  Trout- Fishing  on  the  Thames,”  Mr.  A.  Jardine  in  the 
chair.  I  regret  that  the  room  was  not  more  largely 
packed,  but  those  present  were  thoroughly  delighted 
with  the  reading.  The  next  visit  on  the  central  associa¬ 
tion  takes  place  to  the  above  club  on  Thursday  next, 
June  15,  when  all  brother  anglers  will  be  made  welcome. 
— D.  A.  Avis,  sec. 

Anglers’  Fride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
AVales,  South-street,  AValworth — I  beg  to  inform 
members  the  privilege  tickets  for  both  associations  are 
no  w  r  J  tdy ,  and  hope  th'eV  will  attend  next  meeting  night 


to  receive  them.  I  am  pleased  to  state  we  h^e  a 
splendid  prize  list  for  the  coming  season,  therefore  !  hope 
the  members  will  assist  the  officers  of  this  society  by 
their  attendance  at  our  weekly  meetings  as  regular  as 
they  do  on  prize  Sundays.  Mr.  A.  Rowe  was  duly 
elected  a  working  member  of  this  society.  Please  note. 
—  Quarterly  night,  Juno  21,  clearing  of  books  and 
election  of  officers. — J.  H.  Tucker,  hon.  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen  s 
Hotel.  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — Our  annual  outing 
took  place  at  AA’atersfield,  near  Amberley,  on  Sunday 
last.  The  members  (numbering  thirty-seven),  after 
being  photographed,  sat  down  to  a  splendid  dinner, 
served  by  host  J.  Johnson.  The  outing,  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Geo.  Searle,  w'as  a  great  success. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  to 
pass  the  revised  rules  and  fix  first  oating.  Geo.  Mum- 
EOED,  sec.  _  .  ^  ,.r  , 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  AVool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street.— The  next  visit  on  the 
Anglers’  Association  list  (Southern  Dmsion)  will  be 
paid  to  this  society  on  Tuesday,  the  20th,  and  not  the 
13th,  as  stated  last  week.  The  company  of  brother 
anglers  and  friends  on  this  occasion  will  be  esteemed  a 
favour. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  AVmchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.^ — AVe  had  a  good  muster  of  inembers 
present  on  AVednesday,  to  elect  their  officers  for  the 
ensuing'  sesison.  AVe  also  had  a  discussion  about  our 
club  cup,  when  it  was  decided  that  we  fish  for  it  at  our 
outings.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  members 
that  wo  have  had  some  more  prizes  added  to  our  prize- 
list,  the  donors  being  Mr.  J.  AVigley,  Messrs,  r.  1. 
Lamberton,  Carter,  and  G.  Sharman.  I  beg  to  thank 
them  on  behalf  of  the  Blackfriars  Anglers.  Gentlemen 
wishing  to  join  us  cannot  do  better  than  do  so  at  once. 
Entrance  fee,  Is.  Od ;  contributions,  3d.  per  * 

honorary  members’  subscription,  5s.  per  annum  (including 
privilege  ticket).  Any  other  information  can  be  got  at 
the  club  house. — J.  Foster,  sec.  ^  . 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— On  AVednesday  last 
it  was  resolved  that  the  society’s  season  for  jack  be  from 
August  1  to  end  of  February,  both  days  to  inclusive. 

J  H 

Brunswick  Brotkers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.— AVe  had  a  good  muster  of  members  on 
Tuesday  last,  and  some  important  business  was  done. 
Three  more  members  were  elected,  and  have  room  for 
more.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  next  Tuesdf^, 
June  13,  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  The  smoking  concert  at  9.30., 
to  which  all  angling  friends  are  cordially  invited. 

J.  AV ATKINS,  sec.  ^  , 

Central  Association  of  Iiondon  Angling  Clubs. 
— A  well-attended  meeting  of  delegates  took  place  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  AV.C.,  on  Uond&y 
evening  last,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Medc^t. 
Much  regret  and  sympathy  was  then  expressed  for  Mr. 
J.  Kelly  in  his  serious  illness;  a  letter  was  received, 
intimating  that  a  great  improvement  had  taken  pj^ce  in 
his  condition,  which  gave  great  pleasure  and  relief  to 
those  present.  The  enrolment  of  the  Pixie  Brothers 
Angling  Society  meeting,  at  the  Rising  Sun,  Ha^er 
Street,  New  Kent  Road,  was  duly  confirmed.  The 
letter  received  from  the  Thames  Conservancy  was  read 
to  the  meeting,  and  after  a  varied  discussion  it 
agreed  to  forward  a  petition  urging  a  reduction  (it 
possible)  in  the  speed  of  steam  launches,  and  also  that 
during  the  spawning  season,  swans,  ducks,  &o.,  should 
be  removed  from  the  river.  The  secretary  reported 
that  all  the  necessary  arrangements  concerning  the 
association’s  recently-acquired  fisheries  at  Amberley, 
the  signed  agreement  and  receipts  were  produced 
and  laid  on  the  table  for  inspection.  A  letter  ot 
thanks  and  receipt  for  ten  guineas  voted  towards  the 
funds  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  were 
read  to  the  meeting ;  also  one  for  a  donation  of  one 
guinea  towards  the  object  from  the  Great  Northern 
Brothers  Angling  Society.  It  was  resolved,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  T.  Goodwins,  that  this  association  do 
assist  the  Thames  Public  Rights  Association,  and  that  a 
donation  be  sent,  Mr.  Medcalf’a  name  to  be  submitted  as 
our  representative.  A  general  discussion  on  the  all  im¬ 
portant  question  of  the  purification  of  the  River  Thames, 
it  being  generally  agreed  that  some  further  action 
necessary,  both  on  the  part  of  Parliament  and  the 
County  Council,  and  the  subject  was  referred  to  the 
committee  for  consideration.  Mr.  AV.  Elsmore  reported 
that  he  had  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  and  found  everything  Ycry 
satisfactory.  Much  deserving  good  had  been  done  by 
this  grand  institution,  and  it  was  thought  that  every 
club  angler  should  join  the  society.  Information  was 
given  to  the  delegates  that  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  at 
Stratford  St.  Mary  and  Dedham  had  claimed  the  fishing 
in  these  districts  of  the  Suffolk  Stour,  and  to  support 
this  had  raked  out  some  musty  old  documents,  which, 
there  was  no  doubt,  were  worth  very  little  if  the  case  was 
forthwith  properly  gone  into  and  pressed.  However, 
an  interim  inj  unction  has  been  obtained  by  the  claimant, 
and  it  is  thought  possible  a  perpetual  injunction  will 
bo  applied  for,  thus  making  the  case  an  urgent  one. 
Mr.  C.  VVatling,  visiting  officer,  stated  tbat  he  attended 
the  visit  of  tho  Amicable  AValtonians,  at  which  fourteen 
clubs  were  present,  the  next  one  going  to  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  Angling  Sooiety,  date  of  which  will  be 
shortly  announced.  The  secretary  reported  that 
privilege  tickets  and  instructions  cards  were  ready  for 
issuing,  and  that  a  large  number  of  applications  had 
been  received,  the  secretaries  of  societies  are  again  re¬ 
minded  that  all  orders  must  be  accompanied  with  a 
remittance,  and  in  no  case  will  this  rule  be  departed 
from.  All  Communications  to  be  Kent  to  the  secretary, 
Mr.  AV.  J.  AVau'e,  fi,  Prifer-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 
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Visitingf  List. — The  next  return  visit  on 
this  list  18  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Anglinpf  Society, 
held  at  the  Royal  George,  St.  James-road,  Old  Keiit- 
Canal  Bridge,  on  Thursday  next,  15th  inst. 
Ihis  being  the  first  Central  visit  to  them  at  their  new 
headquarters,  and  also  being  one  of  the  best  visitors  on 
my  list,  I  look  forward  to  all  societies  supporting  me  in 
goodly  numbers  on  the  occasion.  For  the  convenience 
ot  anglers  residing  in  the  northern  district  Mr.  J.  A. 
hitch  wll,  if  sufficient  promises,  run  a  coach  from  the 
Great  Northern  Brothers  at  a  very  nominal  figure. — 
Watling,  visiting  officer. 

City  of  London  and  Rising'  S'un  Angling 
Society,  George  Tavern,  Brooke-street,  Holborn  Bars. 

Our  presentation  of  prizes  took  place  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  was  well  attended.  The  following  were 
successful :  Messrs.  Comley,  sen.  and  H.  Gates,  four 
prizes  each  ;  Mr.  Chambers,  three  ;  Messrs.  A.  Challis, 
Macdonnell,  Afflett,  Castell,  Garbrecht,  and  Sharpless, 
two  each,  and  Mr.  E.  Challis  one.  Many  of  our  speci- 
men  prizes  were  not  won,  the  fish  weighed  in  not  coming 
up  to  the  required  standard;  Mr.  Afflett  winning  gross 
weight  prize  for  the  year.  We  enrolled  six  new  mem¬ 
bers  ;  have  room  for  a  few  more,  and  we  are  in  a  good 
financial  position.  The  Cas  benefit  will  be  on  Monday 
June  12,  at  the  Empress  of  Russia,  St.  John-street. 
In  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  R.  Chambers  will  per¬ 
form  with  the  light  Indian  clubs ;  there  will  be  plenty  of 
tumnt.  Ladies  cordially  invited. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick 
Lane,  E^C.— Monday,  June  5th;  Mr.  A.  Sowerbutts  pre- 
®  1  Membership  :  Messrs.  W.  J.  Hankin,  W.  Kent, 
and  W.  Swift  were  duly  elected.  Sport  during  the  week  : 
Messrs.  T.  Keeblo  and  J.  Deplidge  were  the  only  suc¬ 
cessful  with  a  nice  show  of  brook  trout.  The  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  the  past  season’s  prizes  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  June  14,  as  previously 
announced,  under  the  presidency  of  W.  T.  Crumplen. 
Mr.  James  Husk  will  preside  at  the  piano,  and  has 
arranged  a  liberal  programme  of  music  for  the  occasion. 
— John  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society.  — The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
1  usual  weekly  meeting,  on  Thursday  evening 

last,  Mr.  R.  Chapman  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  last 
meeting  having  been  disposed  of,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
making  Mr.  W.  Montague  an  honorary  member,  and 
nominated  five  other  gentlemen,  viz..  Messrs.  A.  Ealler, 
W.  Harvey,  J.  Coward,  Wm.  Lee,  and  E.  Burton.  We 
are  open  to  receive  a  few  more  members — honorary 
meinbers  at  5s.  per  annum,  which  includes  angler’s 
privilege  ticket. — G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

pUftonville  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville  Hotel, 
Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey. — Members  are  par¬ 
ticularly  requested  to  reply  to  my  letter  re  dinner, 
which  has  been  fixed  for  Tuesday,  June  13,  providing  a 
sufficient  number  can  be  found  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  caterer  ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  I  receive 
the  names  by  Saturday,  _  10th  inst.  Mr.  H.  Case  has 
kindly  consented  to  preside,  and  no  doubt  our  Mr.  A. 
Payne,  of  Taplow,  will  take  the  vice-chair.  A  case  of 
three  roach  just  preserved  by  Mr.  Jones  will  be  on  view. 
These  three  fish  weigh  71b.  4oz.,  and  are  the  property 
of  our  chairman.  I  must  request  members  to  clear  the 
subscription  book  as  soon  as  possible  to  enable  me  to 
show  a  good  balance  sheet.  Those  gentlemen  who  so 
kindly  promised  prizes  will  oblige  by  sending  them 
without  further  delay.— P.  Gakdnee. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen,  York- 
road.  At  our  weekly  meeting  we  made  several  more 
new  members— a  total  of  71.  I  should  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  brother  anglers  to  June  13,  which  is  our 
annual  supper,  which  will  be  held  at  the  Lion  Hotel, 
Cattle  Market,  Islington,  and  to  which  we  have  much 
pleasure  in  inviting  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette^  as  we  should  very  much  like  to  have  him 
amongst  us  on  this  occasion. — B.  Pitts,  sec. 

Ralston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Tuesday,  the  6th  inst., 
we  again  had  a  very  fair  attendance,  when  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  have  a  pegged-down  match  on  June  18  ;  full 
particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  club  house.  Members 
please  note  rule  19.  Privilege  tickets  expire  on  June 
15,  and  it  is  requested  that  members  will  return  the  same 
to  me. 

Fifth  Rye  House  Competition.— Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
the  following  sums  :  Sociable  Brothers,  lOs. ;  Stepney, 
lOs. ;  Islington  Brothers,  28.  ;  Canning  Town,  15s. ; 
Burton  Piscatorials,  7s.  ;  Brunswick  Brothers,  6s.  ; 
Serapis,  8s.— S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Eastern  Piscatorial  Society,  66,  Gill-street, 
Limehouse,  E. — Our  annual  dinner  is  settled  to  take 
place  on  June  18,  at  eight  sharp.  Tickets  to  members. 
Is.  ;  non-members,  2s.  6d.,  which  may  be  had  on  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  secretary.  We  have  made  six  now 
members  since  my  last  report. — W.  Babtlett,  hon. 
sec. 

Eclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  Led¬ 
bury -road,  W.— Several  members  met  on  June  7,  and 
our  first  match  was  adjourned  till  next  Wednesday, 
■when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend.  Mr.  Harc- 
ley,  Mr.  Guy,  Mr.  Gage,  Mr.  Nursey,  were  made 
members ;  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Stainshy,  were  proposed. 
We  have  room  for  a  few  more.— F.  Reynolds,  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— Monday,  June  5,  Mr. 
J.  P.  Connellan  in  the  chair.  At  our  monthly  meeting 
at  headquarters— The  Wellington — a  discussion  took 
place, “Punt  Fishing  u.  Bank  Angling,”  in  which  Messrs. 
J.  P.  Connellan,  E.  S.  Shrubsole,  VV.  Dix,  J.  Jeffery,  J. 
Martin,  and  E.  W.  Hailes  took  part.  The  subject  was 
fully  discussed  on  both  sides,  and  several  highly -interest¬ 
ing  experience's  were  related.  Mr.  Shrubsole  Opened 


new  ground  by  suggesting  that  the  bank  coarse  fisherman 
ought  to  provide  himself  with  a  fly-rod  and  a  few  flies, 
as  often  the  fish  are  on  the  top  of  the  water  and  would 
take  a  fly  where  they  would  not  look  at  another  bait.  In 
1hi  end  the  bank  anglers  gained  a  verdict  by  a  large 
majority. — E.  W.  Hailes,  hon.  sec. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Forest  Gate  Hotel  on  June  7, 
when  upwards  of  seventy-five  members  attended. 
Three  new  members  were  elected.  The  secretary 
announced  that  Mr.  Boulton  had  presented  the  club 
with  a  rod  for  a  iirize  for  the  gross  weight  of  bream. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Boulton. 
Mr-  Goodwin  and  Mr.  May,  of  the  Junior  Fly  Fishers’, 
visited  the  club  during  the  evening.  Members  of  clubs 
in  'the  Ea.stern  district  are  requested  to  attend  our  first 
visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  list  on  Wednesday,  June  7, 
at  the  Forest  Gate  Hotel,  Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. 
A-ll. anglers  are  cordially  invited.  Gentlemen  desirous 
of  joining  a  good  club  should  write  to  Mr.  J.  Talbot. 
6,  Ismalia-road,  Forest  Gate,  hon.  sec.  Mr.  Short  re¬ 
ported  that  he,  with  a  friend,  had  caught  over  601b.  of 
plaice  and  flounders  off  Leigh. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a  good  muster  of  members  on  Mon¬ 
day  last,  when  the  arrangement  of  our  prize  list  for  the 
ensuing  season  was  discussed,  but  time  growing  short, 
it  was  adjourned  till  next  Monday,  12th  inst.  I  beg  to 
inform  members  that  for  the  future  the  club  room  will 
be  open  at  9  o’clock  by  W.  Laurence,  assistant  secretary, 
when  I  hope  members  will  show  up. — A.  Payne,  sec. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society.— The  twenty- 
fifth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place 
at  the  “York  Minster,”  Foley-street,  on  Thursday,  the 
let  inst.,  when  thirty-five  members  and  friends  sat  down 
to  an  excellent  repast  supplied  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Cleve¬ 
land  Street.  The  past  season  was  a  very  successful  one, 
the  total  gross  weight  of  fish  weighed  in  being  15991b.  ; 
the  gentlemen  who  largely  contributed  to  this  result 
being  Messrs.  Chapman,  Ellins,  and  C.  Bowning,  who 
respectively  took  first,  second,  and  third  prizes.  After 
the  distribution  of  prizes  the  harmony  was  proceeded 
with  until  a  late  hour,  there  being  quite  a  galaxy  of 
talent  present.  The  following  gentlemen  were  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  encored:  Messrs.  A.  Day,  “Daddy,”  “Sally  in 
our  alley;  ”  F.  King,  “He  wore  a  worried  look;”  H. 
Pavey,  H.  Day,  “  Goodwin  Sands  ;  ”  Culling  Anderson, 
“  To  morrow  will  be  Friday  :  ”  Lovich,  “  Daisy ;  ”  Read, 
“Mona;”  Chapman,  Bowring,  Ellins,  Henry  Emery. 
Amongthe  last  named  was  a  banjoist,  whose  solo — “Alice 
where  art  thou  ” — fairly  brought  down  the  house.  We 
hope  those  friends  who  so  kindly  contributed  to  the 
amusement  will  accept  our  thanks.  I  have  some  good 
prizes  for  our  opening  day,  and  I  hope  members  will 
attend  on  Tuesday  to  hear  the  list  read  out. — J.  E.  L. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  the  Earl  Derby,  Grange- 
road,  S.E. — The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on  the 
1st  inst.  (Mr.  George  Gibbons  in  the  chair).  There 
were  present — Mr.  Field,  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Association,  Mr.  Wade,  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope,  and  a 
fair  attendance  of  our  members.  The  ordinary  routine 
of  business  having  been  disposed  of,  Mr.  Field  opened 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  box,  and  the  sum  of  SOs.  was 
found  therein.  All  members  are  particularly  requested 
to  attend  the  meeting  on  the  15th  inst..  to  finally  settle 
about  the  annual  dinner  and  outing. — W.  K. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley 
in  the  chair.  The  committee  reported  that  they  had 
accepted  the  offer  of  a  lot  of  roach  to  be  added  to  the 
present  stock  in  their  Mitcham  water,  and  an  arrange¬ 
ment  was  also  made  for  having  the  water  cleared  of 
weeds.  In  addition  to  the  challenge  cups  and  other 
prizes  now  in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  six  good 
prizes  were  offered  by  individual  members.  Dr.  Brun- 
ton  reported  having  taken  some  very  good  trout ;  Mr. 
Cook,  Pollack,  at  Looe ;  Mr.  Young  7J  brace  of  trout; 
and  Mr.  Parker  some  good  sport  among  the  flounders,  at 
Leigh.  Members  are  particularly  requested  to  bear  in 
mind  that  a  special  general  meeting  will  be  held  next 
Tuesday,  the  I3th,  at  8  o'clock,  to  amend  the  rules. 
Membership  tickets  and  privilege  tickets  are  now  being 
issued  on  application  to  the  secretary. — James  Tayler. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isiedon-road,  Holloway,  N. — We  had  a 
very  successful  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening,  June  7, 
making  five  new  members ;  I  may  also  mention  that  we 
elected  seven  members  the  previous  meeting  night.  May 
31.  This  seems  good  business,  and  as  members  appear 
to  be  taking  more  interest  in  the  club,  I  have  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  saying  we  are  entering  on  a  prosperous  season. 
Members  are  particularly  requested  to  be  present  next 
Wednesday,  June  14,  as  it  is  proposed  to  revise  the  rules 
and  raise  our  standard.  There  is  also  other  business  cf 
importance  to  be  done. — G.  H.  Rdtherfobd,  sec. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster. — At  our  last  meeting 
there  was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  and  the  rules 
were  distributed.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
early  next  week,  as  some  important  business  will  be 
brought  forward.  Members  requiring  privilege  tickets 
for  the  commencement  of  the  season  should  order  them 
at  once.  A  letter  to  the  club-house  will  be  attended  to. 
— F.  Taylor. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 

Lion,  Portland-street. — At  our  weekly  meeting  on  the 
7th,  I  am  pleased  to  say  we  ballotted  for  two  working 
members  and  unanimously  elected.  Any  members  wishing 
to  have  their  privilege  and  A.B.  tickets  are  requested 
to  give  all  orders  at  once.  I  should  like  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  members  on  next  meeting  nighh  as  there  is 
a  lot  of  business  to  do.  Don’t  forget  Mr.  Ca^tell’s 
cdn'c"  t  on  the  12th.— G.  Bigs'b'y,  sec. 


Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Tuesday  last  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con¬ 
firmed — Mr.  Holder  in  the  chair — when  four  new  mem¬ 
bers  were  enrolled.  Our  concert  and  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  place  on  Monday,  June  12,  chair  taken  at 
8.30  sharp.  Ladies  invited.  'The  return  visit  on  No.  2 
Eastern  District  takes  place  on  Monday,  June  19,  when 
I  hope  anglers  will  show  up  in  full  force,  and  give  Mr. 
Kemp,  our  landlord,  a  bumper. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— As  announced, 
the  members  will  compete  for  five  special  prizes  on 
the  18th  inst.,  in  the  Stort,  between  Burnt  Mill  and 
Harlow.  Full  particulars  of  the  prizes  can  be  had  at 
the  clubhouse. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Wednesday  last 
we  had  a  good  muster  of  members.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  being  passed,  Mr.  Barnes  was  unani¬ 
mously  made  a  working  member.  All  members  re¬ 
quiring  their  privilege  cards  for  the  first  Sunday  of 
season  must  attend  next  meeting  night. — W.  Watlino, 
sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — The  new 
punt  for  Pen-y-Cae  has  been  launched,  and  is  now  ready 
for  the  use  of  members.  The  extension  of  the  fishing 
platform  at  Knowsley  by  18  feet,  has  been  completed  by 
Mr.  Mason,  to  whom  at  last  weeks’  meeting  a  most 
warm  and  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed.  A  very 
energetic  member  is  Mr.  Mason,  and  anything  he  takes 
in  hand  and  promises  to  do,  every  one  may  rely  upon  its 
being  carried  through  expeditiously  and  efficiently. — 
R.  WOOLPALL. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  King 
Henry’s  Walk. — The  first  meeting  was  held  in  our  new 
house  on  Tuesday,  and  five  new  members  elected.  We 
have  still  room  for  a  few  more  should  any  gentleman 
wish  to  join.  I  hope  all  members  will  show  up  on 
Tuesday  next  at  the  usual  time. — Jno.  Comber,  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society.— The  first 
outing  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  June  18,  at 
Yalding.  Members  may  leave  on  Saturday,  but  must 
not  fish  until  Sunday  morning.  All  members  requiring 
new  privilege  tickets  are  requested  to  return  the  oI 
ones  to  the  secretary  at  once.  Honorary  members  are 
respectfully  informed  that  their  subscriptions  for  the 
ensuing  season  are  due.  Full  particulars  of — T.  Daws, 
sac. 

Feckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham. — Our  first  outing 
for  a  series  of  six  prizes,  will  take  place  on 
June  18,  at  Amberley  towpath,  only  members  to  go  to 
and  return  from  Amberley  Station.  Will  members  who 
are  in  arrears  kindly  settle  up,  or  they  will  not  be 
eligible.  To  fish  for  same  members  may  have  their 
privilege  tickets  any  Wednesday  evening.  Two  more 
honorary  members  were  proposed  last  meeting  night, 
viz.,  Mr.  D.  Avis  and  Mr.  G.  Rogers.  Any  gentleman 
wishing  to  join  a  flourishing  angling  society  may  obtain 
full  particulars  any  Wednesday  evening,  and  will  be 
made  heartily  welcome. — W.  E.  Gabdham,  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Tuesday  we  had  a  good  muster,  and 
some  important  business  transacted.  Messrs.  Boxall 
and  Carr  were  elected  trustees  to  the  society.  Messrs. 
Morgan  and  Boxall  volunteered  as  delegates  to  the 
central  association.  Messrs.  Keefe,  Kemble,  and  Aggio 
were  proposed  as  working  members.  Ballot  next  week. 
Mr.  Fredk.  Volck  gave  two  handsome  prizes  for  Bank 
Holiday.  Mr.  B.  F.  Forster  gave  lOs.  6d.  for  the  first 
outing,  making  up  three  prizes  for  that  day.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  as  early  as  convenient  to  book 
their  seats  for  the  Brake  Outing  on  the  18th  inst.,  also 
to  arrange  for  the  luncheon. — H.  W.  Morgan,  hon. 
assist,  sec. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angirg  Society,  Rising  Sun 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-roau. — Members  are  requeste 
to  muster  early  next  Tuesday  for  our  first  annual  dinner, 
tickets  for  which  may  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse.  I 
shall  expect  to  see  every  member  present  on  this  very 
special  occasion.  At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  Harper  was 
nominated  as  a  working  member,  ballot  to  take  place 
next  Wednesday.  Members  requiring  privilege  tickets 
for  the  coming  season  may  have  them  by  applying  for 
them  to — E.  Payne,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road. — On  Thursday,  June  1,  the  return  visit  of 
the  above  society  was  held,  and  was  a  great  success, 
eleven  clubs  being  well  represented.  I  thank  the 
members  of  the  clubs  for  their  kind  support.  Members 
will  please  take  this  notice  as  final  that  they  must  attend, 
on  Wednesday  next,  14th  inst.,  to  hear  auditor’s  report 
and  arrange  for  an  outing  on  the  opening  Sunday. — J. 
Harris,  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — I  am  pleased  to 
say  that  our 'members  are  showing  up  in  stong  force,  and 
on  Monday  last  we  elected  two  more  members,  one  being 
our  worthy  host,  who  has  given  us  a  prize,  value  £i  2s., 
curing  the  season.  Ou  Monday,  the  19th,  there  will  be 
a  SD-eial  meeting  for  importaut  business. — W.  B. 

(^leen's  Angling  society,  Latimer  Arms,  Walmer- 
rottj,  W. — Tfie  next  return  visit  of  the  Angler’s  Asso¬ 
ciation  (Western  District)  will  take  place  at  our  club 
house  on  Wednesday,  June  14,  when  I  hope  members 
will  turn  up  in  good  force  to  give  our  visitors  a  warm¬ 
ing.  1  hope  ad  members  will  turn  up  on  tne  15th 
(quarterly  night)  prepared  to  take  up  their  A  B.  and 
P.T.  tickets.  Hon.  members  please  note  that  the 
annual  subscription  has  been  raised  to  5s.  We  have 
room  for  a  few  more  good  working  memburs.  Any 
friends  wishing  to  join  us  in  o'Ur  outing  please  tfotlfy  at 
o'nce.— C.  H.  Dka'ke,  se'e, 
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Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Qaeen’s  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edpeware-road,  N.W. — Our  smokinfj  concert 
turned  out  a  great  success,  some  excellent  talent  and  a 
pianist  kindly  giving  their  services,  as  also  did  members 
from  the  Prince  of  Wales’  and  Marylebone  Angling 
Clubs,  to  which  very  many  thanks  are  due  for  the 
pleasant  evening  we  spent. — W.  H.  Roberts,  sec. 

Koyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.  —  On  Wednesday  last  our 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  we  could  not  have  wished  for  a 
better  muster.  Our  host,  Mr.  Gallaway,  prepared  a 
capital  suppier,  to  which  everybody  did  ample  justice. 
After  supper  the  chairman  proposed  the  toast  of  “  The 
Queen  and  Royal  Family,”  coupling  with  it  the  name 
of  the  Princess  May.  The  vice-chairman  (^Mr.  McClay) 
then  proposed  “  Success  to  the  Royal  George  Angling 
Society,”  then  followed  the  “  Health  of  the  visitors  and 
donors,”  “The  health  of  our  host  and  treasurer,” 
“The  chairman,”  and  “'The  vice-chairman.”  The 
distribution  of  prizes  followed,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say 
the  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season  was  started  by 
Mr.  Shaw,  sen.,  many  other  gentlemen  contributing 
(guests  as  well  as  visitors).  I  hope  to  see  a  good  show 
of  fish  for  the  first  Sunday.— W.  R.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E.— On  Tuesday  last  the  officers  for 
the  ensuing  season  were  elected.  One  new  member 
was  made  and  another  nominated.  It  was  decided  to 
have  the  season  prizes  same  as  last  season.  During 
the  evening  several  prizes  were  offered  for  competition 
on  June  18.  We  are  still  open  for  a  few  good  working 
members. — A.  Barclay,  sec. 

St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society,  Wakeman’s 
Arms,  Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — The  above  club  had 
a  very  successful  outing  and  dinner  at  the  Black  Dog 
and  Duck  Inn,  Bury,  Amberley,  on  June  3.  The  dinner 
arrangements  were  carried  out  in  a  most  complete 
manner,  and,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  dinner,  the 
visitors  and  members  passed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  host  for  the  way  ho  had  catered  for  us.  We  have  a 
good  list  of  prizes  for  the  forthcoming  season,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  they  are  all  for  specimen  fish. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — Our  outing  on  the  4th,  at 
Amberley,  was  a  great  success.  After  having  a 
delightful  walk  through  the  park,  we  adjourned  to  the 
Cricketers,  where  host  Rogers  put  on  the  table  a  very 
enjoyable  dinner,  which  was  greatly  appreciated.  The 
annual  prizes  have  been  handed  over  to  the  successful 
competitors,  viz. :  Mr.  J.  T.  Wright,  first  gross  weight 
prize,  the  prize  given  by  Mr.  Forrester  for  the  largest 
roach,  and  the  club  prize  for  largest  roach  ;  Mr.  J. 
Wright,  second  gross  weight  prize,  the  prize  given  by 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  for  largest  dace,  the  prize  given  by 
Mr.  G.  Salisbury  for  larcest  jack,  and  club  prize  for 
largest  gudgeon  ;  Mr.  J.  Green,  club  prizes  for  largest 
bream  and  rudd,  and  most  specimen  fish  :  Mr.  Wink, 
prize  given  by  Mr.  Green  for  largest  rudd,  and  club 
prize  for  second  largest  rudd  ;  Mr.  Forrester,  club  prize 
for  second  largest  roach  and  bream.  On  Wednesday 
three  gentlemen  were  proposed  as  members,  who  will  be 
ballotted  for  next  Wednesday,  which  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present.  The 
election  of  officers  will  then  take  place,  as  well  as  any 
alteration  in  the  rules  that  the  members  desire  to  have 
made.  The  members  not  present  will  have  to  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  members  present. — J.  Wright,  sec. 

Serapis  Augflingf  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevil- 
road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — At  our  weekly  meeting  on 
Wednesday  evening,  at  which  we  had  a  good  muster,  a 
large  amount  of  business  was  got  through.  Our  first 
outing  will  take  place  on  July  2.  Destination  to  be 
arranged  later.  Our  club  prize  list  for  the  season  was 
also  settled,  and  we  have  several  members’  prizes 
promised,  which  will  make  up  a  grand  list.  1  am 
pleased  to  inform  you  we  have  no  gross  weight,  but  all 
are  given  for  specimen  fish  of  a  good  standard  to  give 
our  members  a  chance  of  visiting  some  good  waters. 
Our  T.A.P.S.  box  was  opened,  and  found  to  contain 
i£l  Is.  8d.,  which  will  be  duly  forwarded  to  the  secre¬ 
tary  ;  we  also  had  a  new  member  proposed,  and  we  shall 
be  glad  to  see  any  gentleman  who  may  wish  to  join  a 
good  club,  as  we  have  a  few  vacancies  to  make  up  our 
number. — J.  Laming,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden.  —  Tuesday  last,  being 
quarterly  night,  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Jacobs,  Williams, 
Clark,  Massey,  Mengles,  and  Brink  were  elected  to  the 
various  offices  of  the  society  in  the  order  before  named. 
We  had  five  new  members  proposed,  and  have  still 
vacancies  for  a  few  more  to  start  the  season  with.  Our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Tuesday  next  at  the  above  address,  at.  8  p.m. 
Harmony  will  commence  about  ten,  when  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  see  all  friends  (both  old  and  new).  Privilege 
tickets  are  now  ready,  and  on  receipt  of  fee  for  same  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  fo'-ward  them. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope,  Pol¬ 
lard-row,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  annual  supper  took 
place  on  Monday  last,  when  Mr.  G.  Knight  laid  before 
the  members  a  splendid  repast.  Tbe  cloth  being  ro- 
mov-d,  the  prizes  were  distributed,  and  the  rest  of  the 
evening  spent  in  harmony.  We  have  a  splendid  list  of 
prizes  promised  for  the  coming  season,  the  principal 
prize  giver  being  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  G-  Knights,  Mr. 
Crichfield,  Mr.  Savage,  and  Mr.  Kingston. — P.  C. 
Spencely,  sec. 

Society  of  Caxtoniau  Anglers.  —  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  above  society  will  be  held  at  their  club 
house,  the  Falcon,  Gongh-square,  E.C.,  on  Thursday 
evening,  June  15,  at  7.30  p.m. — W-  H.  Cate,  hon.  sec. 


South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List.— 

A  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  societies  on  the  above 
list  was  held  at  the  “  Woolpaok  ”  Tavern  on  the  5th 
inst.,  to  arrange  the  first  friendly  competition  of  the 
coming  season.  It  ivas  decided  that  the  competition 
should  take  place  at  Amberley  on  July  23.  Con¬ 
ditions  :  roving  between  Houghton  and  Limberley 
Bridges,  towpath  only.  Tickets  for  same  will  shortly 
b6  sent  to  every  society  on  the  list.  A  visit  was  paid  to 
the  Wellington  Angling  Society  on  the  6th,  when  the 
following  thirteen  clubs  responded  to  the  roll-call : 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  Rodney,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Peck- 
ham  Brothers,  United  Brothers,  Anglers’  Pride,  St. 
Albans  and  Excelsior,  Blackfriars,  St.  George’s,  Albert 
Piscatorials,  Amicable,  Excelsior,  and  Wellington.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  United  Brothers  ;  notice  of  date 
next  week.— A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Waggoners  Angliug  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  6th. 
Mr.  Gifford  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  and  two 
new  members  were  proposed.  The  previous  week’s 
minutes  were  read  and  confirmed,  also  the  business  that 
took  place  at  our  committee  meeting.  We  fish  at 
Wateringbury  on  the  18th  (roving)  for  five  prizes.  Par¬ 
ticulars  next  week.  We  have  a  few  more  vacancies, 
should  any  gentleman  wish  to  join  us.  Members  who 
were  away  last  week  I  should  like  to  see  present  on 
next  Tuesday. — H.  C. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — A  pleasant  evening  was 
spent  on  Tuesday  last,  the  occasion  of  a  visit  on  the  South 
London  United  Visiting  List,  there  being  fourteen  clubs 
represented.  Wednesday  last  was  quarterly  night,  and 
Mr.  Hames  wa^  elected  chairman  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Gemble 
vice-chairman  fo"  the  ensuing  quarter.  Messrs.  Wyer 
and  Turnbull  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Angler’s 
Association.  e  m  ade  two  new  honorary  members,  and 
three  other  gentunien  were  proposed  as  working  mem¬ 
bers  and  they  will  Le  ballotted  for  next  week. — Chas. 
Wyer,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Bear  and  Rummer  Tavern, 
Mortimer-street,  Cavendish-square,  W. — On  Wednesday 
last  a  well  attended  concert  was  held  under  the  chair¬ 
manship  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Rider  and  R.  M.  Bland.  Mr. 
F.  Webb  did  full  justice  as  pianist,  and  the  talent  was 
exceptionally  good,  the  sentimental  songs  of  Messrs. 
Lloyd,  Dimock,  Lord,  and  Stratford,  were  beautifully 
rendered,  and  comic  songs  by  Messrs.  Ambrose;  Thorne, 
Morris,  and  Kauffman,  gained  well  deserved  encores. 
Mr.  Mason  (A  Brudder  from  the  Mohawks),  gave  an 
amusing  minstrel  entertainment,  winding  up  with  song 
and  dance.  During  the  evening  the  annual  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place,  the  total  value  announced  as  .£25, 
Mr.  Buffery  gained  the  cup  for  barbel,  and  Mr.  Warner 
received  Mr.  Ward’s  patent  Arm  and  Platform  Sewing 
Machine  for  trout.  Other  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs. 
Cromor-Schmidt,  Jnpp,  Boyer,  Garrod,  Rider,  and  J.  W. 
Bland,  and  several  valuable  prizes  were  announced  for 
competition  daring  the  coming  season,  which  we  shall 
commence  under  exceptionally  favourable  circumstances, 
having  enrolled  no  less  than  fifteen  new  members 
during  the  past  month. — D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — I  hope  our  members 
will  not  forget  our  match  on  June  18,  at  Burnt  Mill  ;  all 
to  go  down  on  Saturday  night.  The  last  train  leaves 
Stratford  at  8.29  p.m.  ;  change  at  Waltham  Cross  at  9.2 
p.m.  Depart  from  Waltham  Cross  at  9.59. — R;  Lowther, 
sec. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-street,  Westminster. — Our  club  room  was  nicely 
packed  on  'Tuesday  last.  Mr.  Wheeler  occupied  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Westlake,  and  daring  the  evening 
some  important  business  was  proceeded  with.  Two  new 
members  were  elected,  Messrs.  Roser  and  Lewis.  It 
was  decided  to  have  another  outing  at  Horley  in 
August.  The  latter  part  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
harmony,  the  following  members  contributing  :  Messrs. 
C.  Roser,  Cracknell,  Bean,  Parsons,  and  Mandry.  Mr. 
C.  Roser  presided  at  the  piano.  Members  must  not 
forget  that  the  Fishhig  Gazette  can  be  purchased  of  Mr. 
Dearman,  a  coming  member  and  newsagent  of  17, 
Regent-place,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. — Geo.  Barrett. 


Fishing  Paste  (The  Anglers'  Favourite)  supplied  to  Fishing 
Tackle  dealers  in  Id.  Boxes.  Samples  sent  Free,— Wilcox, 
Snow-hill,  Wolverhampton. 

HoVoway's  Pills.— The  chief  wonder  of  modern  times.  This 
incomparahie  Medicine  increases  the  appetite,  strengthens  the 
stomach,  cleanses  the  liver,  corrects  biliousness,  and  ])reventB 
flatulency,  purifies  the  system,  invigorates  the  nerves,  and  re-in- 
stites  sound  health.  The  enormous  demand  for  these  Pills 
throughou  the  globe  astonishes  everybody,  and  a  single  trial 
convinces  the  most  sceptical  that  no  medicine  eciuals  Holloway's 
Pills  in  its  ability  to  remove  all  complainis  incidental  to  the 
human  ra^e.  Tliey  are  a  blessing  to  tlie  afflicted,  and  a  boon  to 
all  who  labour  nnuer  internal  or  external  disease.  The  purifica¬ 
tion  of  the  blood,  the  removal  of  all  restr  tints  from  the  secretive 
organs,  an  '  gentle  aperient  a -tion,  nre  the  prolific  sources  of  the 
extensive  curative  range  of  Holloway's  Pills. 

iMPnnTANT  TO  THOSE  WHO  WISH  TO  BECOME  EXPERT  ANOLERS. 
— .\t  the  rtrquest  of  a  number  of  lailies  and  gcutlem 'n.  Jamos 
Kerss,  Sprouston-on-Twec<l,  winner  of  the  International  Fly¬ 
casting  .at  Twickenham,  IsflO,  anti  at  Edinburgh.  1802,  has 
tieci'ictl  to  again  give  a  course  tf  lessons  in  the  art.  ttf  salmon  and 
trout  fly  casting,  also  bait  casting,  at  .Messrs.  Warner's  Welsh 
Harji  Fishery,  Hendon  J.  K  will  be  a'  the  Welsh  Hirp  for  this 
purpose  on  Thursday,  .Tune  1,  l.SIW ;  and  as  the  course  will  only 
fast  for  a  limi’ed  period,  it  is  important  that  tliose  who  wish  to 
take  lessons  should  make  e  irly  application.  Terms:  Salmon  fly 
and  bait  casting,  £2  for  four  lessons:  troutfly  casting.  £1  for  four 
lessons.  Eotls  ami  taokle  will  be  provided. — Bellevue  Oottage, 
Sprouston,  Kelso,  N.  8. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  week 
before  the  oommencemout  of  the  general  angling  season 
cannot  be  better  occupied  by  tbe  anglers  of  the  Thames 
than  looking  over  their  fishing-tackle  and  materials  fo 
ascertain  whether  they  are  in  proper  condition  for  the 
coming  onslaught  of  fish,  as  so  many  good  fish  are  so 
frequently  lost  by  defective  and  worn-out  lines.  It  is 
an  old  advice  of  mine,  and,  speaking  from  experience, 
anglers  cannot  do  better  than  attend  to  it.  The  recent 
dry  weather  has  caused  the  water  to  be  so  much  reduced 
and  made  the  bed  of  the  river  so  filthy  and  unclean, 
the  fish  have  been  covered  with  insects  and  to  such  an 
extent,  as  William  Milbourne  states,  they  have  actually 
eaten  away  the  fins  of  the  fish,  and,  from  another  source, 
the  fish  have  been  found  so  sickly  that  they  have  come  to 
the  top  of  the  water  and  are  easily  brought  out  with  the 
hand.  Perhaps  before  this  notice  appears  in  print,  or  at 
all  events  before  the  season  commences,  we  may  have 
a  good  rain,  and  it  is  only  a  good  flood  that  will 
improve  the  purity  of  the  river.  I  am  going  at  the 
end  of  the  week  to  see  some  of  my  piscatorial  friends 
at  Grantham  and  Stanford,  and  there  are  some  ardent 
anglers  in  those  districts.  I  think  the  Grantham 
Angling  Association  numbers  over  two  hundred  mem¬ 
bers,  and  those  with  whom  I  am  acquainted  are 
always  glad  to  have  an  angling  chat.  The  little 
brochure  which  I  have  brought  out  on  Thames  Preser¬ 
vation  through  the  instigation  and  liberality  of  the 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (which  I  so  much  appre¬ 
ciate)  tor  the  benefit  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  I  hope  will  bo 
found  acceptable  to  the  Thames  anglers  as  showing  what 
has  been  done  for  their  benefit,  and  all  will  assist  in 
promoting  a  good  sale.  A  hint  has  been  given  to  me, 
if  some  of  those  who  possess  the  will  to  do  it,  would 
subscribe  to  a  fund  by  contributions  of  five  or  even 
ten  shillings  each,  so  as  to  enable  the  committee  to 
possess  one  or  two  hundred  copies  for  free  circulation, 
with  an  appeal  to  still  further  benefit  the  society  by  a 
subscription  or  donation.  I  can  only  say  I  shall  be 
glad  to  accept  any  support  in  this  way,  and  can  find 
plenty  of  channels  for  a  distribution  of  the  kind  sug¬ 
gested. — B. 

Upper  Thames.— Thursday  Evening.- The  upper 
reacnes  of  the  Thames  have  become  very  stale  and 
bright  in  consequence  of  so  little  rain  for  the  past  fifteen 
weeks  having  fallen,  and  trout  successes  at  present  are 
very  few  and  far  between  ;  indeed,  I  have  only  authentic 
cognisance  of  one  fish  being  had  during  the  past  week, 
and  this  at  Hambleden  trom  the  bank  ;  weight,  4jlb. 
The  pleasure  traffic  is  already  assuming  large  and  ever- 
increasing  proportions,  and  trout  successes  are  virtually 
over  so  far  as  spinning  is  concerned,  but  a  lot  of  fish  will 
fall  to  the  deadly  ledger  when  barbel  work  is  in  full 
swing,  which  it  soon  will  be,  as  the  open  all-round  season 
begins  on  Friday,  the  16th  of  the  present  month.  The 
river  is  full  of  grand  fish  of  every  description,  so  plenty 
of  power  to  the  elbows  of  Thamesward-bent  anglers 
during  the  season  1893-4  is  the  sincere  wish  of  ye  ancient 
Marlow  Buzz. 

TKames  (DatcRet).— I  have  not  heard  of  a  single 
trout  being  had  here.  As  usual,  not  many  have  tried. 
I  was  out  with  a  customer  on  the  5th  ;  a  good  fish  broke 
away  in  the  evening.  On  the  6th  I  was  out  fishing  with 
a  gentleman.  I  had  a  fish  run  at  the  bait ;  he  came 
quite  close  under  the  punt  ;  without  any  exaggeration, 
he  must  have  been  iu  his  teens,  as  bigger  fish  I  have  not 
seen  for  a  long  time.  I  wish  I  could  have  got  away  to 
have  tried  him  again;  saw  some  others  move,  but  late  iu 
the  evening.  Water  low  ;  it  don’t  look  very  promising 
for  the  all-round  angler. — G.  Ldmsden. 

Thames  (Fangbourue). — Dr.  Startin,  a  member  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society  writes  :  “I  was  lucky  enough 
to  catch  a  brace  of  very  pretty  trout  in  splendid  con¬ 
dition,  at  the  weir  yesterday,  fishing  with  old  Will 
Davidson,  spinning  with  a  minnow,  one  4ilb.,  the  other 
2.Vlb. .which  latter  I  should  not  have  kept,  only  that  he  was 
too  far  killed  to  live  if  returned.  Both  these  fish  weighed 
5oz.  or  6oz.  heavier  when  caught,  but  the  weight  given 
was  what  was  registered  the  day  afterwards  at  the 
Piscatorial  Society.” 

Thames  (Sunhury). — Mr.  Durward  Lely,  writes  : 
“I  have  had  another  fine  trout  since  I  wrote  you,  a 
beauty  of  71b.,  taken  on  Friday  last  at  Sunbury  weir, 
making  now  my  tenth  fish.  It  was  in  excellent  condition 
and  the  gamest  fish  I  ever  killed.  He  made  three 
rushes  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  yards  each,  down 
stream,  and  finished  last  with  a  leap  of  three  feet  out  of 
water,  just  like  a  salmon ;  the  last  effort  killed  him,  and 
he  came  to  tiie  net  almost  dead.” 

Thames  (Windsor). — From  the  numerous  reports 
to  hand  of  fish  seen  feeding,  jumping,  &o  ,  one  would 
think  they  preferred  a  slow,  stagnated,  bright  water  like 
the  preseut.  I  think  the  jumping  can  be  accounted  for,  as 
the  last  two  trout  I  htve  weighed,  81h.  and  6ilb.,  have 
been  simply  smotuered  with  river  hoe,  which  must  cause 
a  ime  irritation  the  irout  would  be  rid  of  it  they  could.  I 
have  a  na  losume  brace  to  record  this  week,  both  taken 
iro.ii  Btll  seir  by  tnat  trout-catching  machine,  G.  Kowles, 
of  Egh  sm ;  tn-  y  weigned  respectively  81b.  and  71b.' 
Another  pretty  little  fish  of  31b.  was  caught  by  a  stranger 
in  the  same  water.  Five  trout  within  UK)  y  .rds  of 
Windsor  Bridge  nave  been  cutting  about  during  tbe  last 
few  days,  one  reported  to  be  at  least  l'21b.  Another 
seen  frequently  of  late  in  the  Old  Windsor  Weir  is  said 
to  be  nothing  short  of  151b.  My  informant  unfortu- 
1  nately  broke  away  with  one  of  about  81b.  to  101b.  In 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

SEASIDE.— TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  and  FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  CROMER,  Southend-on-Sea, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixtowe,  Aldeburgh,  South- 
wold,  and  Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  Trains  from  LONDON  (Liverpool-street),  also 
from  G.E.  SUBURBAN  STATIONS  and  New  Cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.)  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  These  Cheap  Tickets  are  issued  from  ST.  PANCRAS  (Midland)  and 
KENTISH  TOWN  to  HUNSTANTON,  YARMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  and  CROMER. 

CHEAP  DAY  TEIPS  to  the  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHENP-ON-SE A.  nnd  Bark,  2s.  fld..  DAILY  by  Through  FAST  TRAINS  from 
LIVERPOOL-STREET  and  FENCHURCH-STREET,  Cheap  Tickets  also  issued  at  METRO¬ 
POLITAN  LINE  STATIONS,  via  Bishopsgate. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH  and  Back,  4s.  From  Liverpool-street,  on 
Sundays  at  U.  10  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  8.25  a.m. 

BHOX BOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE,  Is.  6d.,  DAILY'  from  Liverpool-street,  ctf.,  and 
on  Week-days  only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  is.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.C.),  King's  Cross  (Met.),  Gospel  Oak,  Ac. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

London,  June,  189-3.  WM.  BIRT,  General  Manager. 


“  Among  the  beet  and  obeapeet  Hotels,  epeotal  reference  ahonld  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dlcksna. 

THS  ILRUNJyiSlJ:^  HOrrElLi. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  OODBTS 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND.  THE  RIVER.  *0 


(SSADQUARTSRS  OF  TEB  FLYFiaHERE  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EHBANKHEHT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis, 

BED,  BHEAEFAST,  AED  ATTENDANCE  FOB  61. 


&  CHATTO, 

66,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 

BABE  ANGIiING  BOOKS. —Catalogrue  of  400  Old  and  Bare  Ang-lingr  Books, 
and  a  Large  Assemblage  of  Valuable  Sporting  Books,  for  Sale.  Post  free,  3(1. 

BABE  BOOKS.— Catalog’ue  of  Stock  of  Old  and  Bare  Books  for  Sale.  340pp., 
cloth.  Post  free,  3s.  6d.,  which  amount  will  be  deducted  from  first  purchase  of  one  guinea. 

BABE  BOOKS. — Let  us  know  the  books  you  a^e  seeking;  if  they  can  be  found  we  can  find 
them.  Old  Sporting*  Books,  with  Coloured  Plates,  Ac.,  purchased  for  cash. 

PICKERING  &  CHATTO.  66,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS!  <<  60116  0111116  JI  R  6  IT  ^0^  ROACH,  DACE, 
ANGLERS!  dl  II I  fi  H  1 1 1 IVI  KAII  I  CARP,  AND  OTHER 

TRY  THE  riyvlrl’'iuifl  uri'  l  bottom  fish. 

Mr.  Thomas  Kimberley,  well  known  in  Hirmingham  and  the  Midlands  as  an  expert  angler  of 
over  thirty  years’  experience,  says: — “  I  have  much  pleasure  in  Ictringyou  know  that  I  have  succeedud 
in  winning  Kirst  Prize  in  the  West  Birmingham  F  shlng  Club,  and  the  Special  Prize  offered  for  the 
largest  Roach  taken  in  the  same  contest.  These  fish  were  caught  with  your  Aq  »» 

Bait in  Harbonie  Reservoir.  I  have  also  won  First  Prize  in  the  Brothers-Well-Met  Annual 
Contest,  fished  at  Fernhill  Heath,  near  Worcester— also  with  the  “  Aquarium  ”  Bait— together  with 
many  other  prizes."  Prices,  Id.,  2d.,  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  SampU  fiirpmn^  Tin  post 
free  for  eight  stamps.  Wholesale  List  and  Samples  sent  to  any  Fishing  Tackle  Vtndor  on  request. 

Sole  Proprietor :  ’WALTER  SCOTT,  156,  Warstone  Lane,  BIRMINGHAM. 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 


(Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Fishing 
Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers), 


PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM 

ILATE  28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET^. 

ORIGINAL  MAKERS  OF  THE 


MULTUM  IK-PARVO  ’  FLY  RODS. 

Price  21s.  each. 

Fitted  with  Leather,  Cork,  or  Wood  Handles. 

In  all  Sizes,  8  to  12  Feet. 


MAKERS  OE  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF 

SALMON,  GRILSE,  &  TBOOT  RODS, 

In  Greenheart,  Blue  Mahoe,  and  Built  Cane. 


Salmon  and  Trout  Fites  Tied  to  Order,  Despatched 
Same  Day  as  Order  Received. 


vm-  Our  only  Address  is  PITTVILLE,  CBELTENHAM,tm 

PLEASE  NOTE. 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


JAMES  OBDEN’S  CELEBRATED  MIILTUM-IN-PARVO 

FLY  RODS,  £1  ls._ 

Every  description  of  Salmon  and  Trent  Flies  Dressed  on  the  Premises,  and  despatched  per  retnrn  of  post, 

U.B.— ITo  Connection  with  any  other  Persons  assuming  -the 

same  Name. 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS  ON  THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


Stations  marked  thus 


will  be  available  on  the  16th  inst. 


Althobne  (Crouch),  Essex,  36;  3s. 

Aedleigh  (Stour),  Essex,  56;  43.  9d. 

Audley  End  (Cara),  Essex,  44  ;  33.  6Jd. 
Battlesbridqe  (Crouch),  Essex,  29;  28.  4|d. 
Billeeicay  (Chelmer),  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 

Bishop’s  Stoetfoed  (Stort),  Herts,  33;  28.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Roding), Essex,  21;  Is.  9id. 

Beainteee  (Black water),  Essex,  45;  Ss.  lOd. 
BeaugHiNG  (Rib),  Herts,  30i  ;  28.  7jd. 

Beoxbouene  (Lea),  Herts,  171;  Is.  Cd. 

Buntingfoed  (Rib),  Herts,  33J;  28.  lid. 

Buees  (Stour),  SufFolk,  54;  4s.  6jd. 
Bdenham-on-Ceouch  (Crouch),  Essex,  39;  33.  3d. 
Burnt  Mill  (Stort),  Essex,  25;  Is.  II  jd. 

Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  Essex,  56.1 ;  43.  lljd. 
Chappel  (Colne),  Essex,  501;  4s.  2Jd. 

Chelmsfoed  (Chelmer),  Essex,  29j;  2s.  OJd. 

Cheshunt  (Lea),  Herts,  141  ;  la-  2d. 

Chigwell  Lane  (Roding),  Essex,  131;  Is-  IJd. . 

Colne  (Colne),  Essex,  57 j  ;  43.  6d. 

Ceomer,  Norfolk,  139 ;  lOs.  Friday  or  Saturday  till 
Monday  or  Tuesday. 

Elsenham  (Cam),  Essex,  38;  Ss.  Old. 

Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 

Epping  (Roding),  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  51d. 


Bluntisham 

(Ouse),  Hunts,  74  viii  Cambs 
and  St.  Ives  ;  84i  via 
Ely ;  6s.  2d. 

Bottishani 

(Cambs),  61f ;  53.  2d. 

Brandon 

(Little  Ouse),  Suffolk,  861 ; 
78.  2id. 

Burnt  Fen 

(Little  Ouse),  Suffolk,  771  ; 
6s.  5id. 

Clare 

(Stour),  Suffolk,  62  via 
AudleyEnd,  68  viii  Mark’s 
Tey,  81  via  Cambs  ;  5s.  2d. 

Colcliester 

(Colne),  Essex,  511 ;  4s.  4d. 


Fambeidge  (Crouch),  Essex,  35  ;  23.  lOd. 

;  Great  Chesteefokd  (Cam),  Essex.  43;  Ss.  10|d.' 
i  Gdnton  (Ant  and  Broads),  Norfolk,  133 ;  10s.  Friday 
I  or  Saturday  till  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

I  Hadham  (Ash),  Herts,  254  ;  23.  3i. 

Halstead  (Colne),  Essex,  621 ;  43.  8|d. 

Harlow  (Stort),  Essex,  261 ;  2s.  IJd. 

Hatfield  Pevebil  (Tor  and  Chelmer),  Essex,  36; 
33.  Id. 

Hertford  (Lea),  Herts,  241 ;  23.  6d. 

Hunstanton,  Norfolk,  1141 ;  9s.  Od.  Friday  or 
Satnrday  till  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

Kelvedon  (Blaokwater),  Essex,  421 ;  3^.  7d. 

Loughton  (Roding),  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  Old. 

Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  Suffolk,  1171;  lOs.  Friday 
or  Saturday  till  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

Maldon,  East  (Blackwater),  Essex,  44;  33.  3ld. 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  Essex,  59 ;  53.  Old. 

Mardocks  (Ash),  Herts,  23;  23. 

Mark’s  Tey  (Colne),  Essex  47  ;  3a.  Hid. 

Newport  (Cam),  Essex,  421 :  3s.  5d. 

North  Walsham  (Ant),  Norfolk,  134  ;  lOs.  Friday  or 
Saturday  till  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

North  Weald  (Roding),  Essex,  191;  Is.  8d. 


'Ongar  (Roding),  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  1111. 

Ponder’s  End  (Lea),  Middlesex,  10;  9d. 

Roydon  (Stort),  Essex,  221 ;  Is.  9d. 

Rye  House  (Lea),  Herts,  19  ;  Is.  8d. 

Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  Herts,  29  ;  23.  Sid. 
Shelford  (Cam),  Cambs,  55  ;  43.  51d. 

Shenfikld  (Chelmer),  Essex,  201 ;  Is-  8d. 
SouTHMiNSTER,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  41. 

Standon  (Rib),  Herts,  291  ;  23.  O.Vd. 

Stanstead  (Stort),  Essex,  33;  23.  lOd. 

St.  Margaret’s  (Lea),  Herts,  20.1;  Is.  9d. 

Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  Essex,  16,  Is.  31d. 

Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 

Ware  (Lea),  Herts,  221 ;  Is.  lid. 

West  Mill  (Rib),  Herts,  321;  23.  91d. 

Whittlesford  ((jam),  Cambs,  49  ;  43. 2d. 

WlCKFOED  (Crouch),  Essex,  26  ;  23.  2d. 

WiDFOED  (Ash),  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 

WiTHAM  (Blackwater),  Essex,  39;  Ss.  31d. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  Essex,  31 ;  23.  7d. 
Wroxham  (Bure  and  Broads),  Norfolk,  122} ;  lOs. 

Friday  or  Saturday  till  Monday  or  Tuesday. 
Yarmouth  (for  Bure,  Yare,  and  Waveney),  Nor¬ 
folk,  121;  10s.  Friday  or  Saturday  till  Monday  or 
Tuesday. 


Downham 
(Ouse),  Norfolk, 
7s.  21d. 


861  ; 


Earith  Bridge 

(Ouse),  Hunts,  76}  via 
Cambs ;  821  via  Ely ; 

fid.  41d. 

Ely 

(Ouse),  Cambs, 70 J;  bs.lOJd. 

Hilgay  Fen 

(Ouse),  Norfolk,  83}  ;  7s. 

Lakenheath 

(Little  Ouse),  Suffolk,  82}  ; 
63.  lOJd. 

Littleport 

(Ouse),  Cambs,  76;  6s.  4d. 

Long  Melford 

(Stour),  Suffolk,  611 
Mark’s  Tey ;  681 

Audley  End  ;  58.  lid. 

March 

(Nen  and  Fen  Drains), 
Cambs,  86  vift  Ely ;  891 
viA  Cambs ;  7a.  2d. 

Mildenhall 

(Lark),  Suffolk,  761  i  41d. 

St.  Ives 

(Ouse),  Hunts,  701 ;  5?.  lOld. 

Sudbury 

(Stour),  Suffolk, 

4s.  lOid. 

Waterbeach 

(Cara),  CamVs,  61 ;  5b.  Id. 
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Bell  weir  a  grand  fish  has  been  seen  since  the  capture  of 
his  confrh-es,  and  is  said  to  be  quite  101b.  Mr.  Roberts, 
jun.,  of  Park-street,  Windsor,  has  had  a  pretty  little  fish 
of  2lb.  9oz.  from  the  Windsor  weir  stream,  and  ran  two 
others,  which  are  reported  to  be  much  heavier. — B.  R. 
Bambeidge. 

Aucholme  District. — We  have  had  some  delightful 
showers,  and  all  nature  seems  refreshed.  The  angling 
event  of  the  week  has  been  the  capture  of  another  of 
those  large  carp  at  Croxley  Lake.  This  fish  was  caught 
on  Monday  last  by  Mr.  H.  Barker,  of  Grimsby,  and 
weighed  just  over  iSlb.  The  best  dish  of  trout  of  which 
I  have  heard  consisted  of  eleven  fish,  weighing  just 
under  71b. ;  the  two  largest  fish  were  about  11b.  each. 
Prospects  are  very  good  for  the  commencement  of  coarse 
fishing  on  the  16th  inst.  The  Ancholme  is  exceedingly 
well  stocked  ;  350  King  carp  were  turned  out  a  few 
months  ago  by  the  Commissioners. — Thomas  Foed. 

Brandon  (Norfolk). — Being  one  of  the  founders 
and  auditors  of  one  of  the  most  popular  fishing  clubs  in 
the  Eastern  Counties,  viz.,  Cambridge,  I  have  this  day 
visited,  and  have,  with  waterman  on  the  river,  only  to 
remark  to  the  numerous  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  the  fish  are  (viz.,  all  coarse  fish)  stupid.  But 
myself  as  a  farmer,  and  all  anglers  require  rain.  I  am 
writing  from  the  head-quarters  of  the  angling  here  (Bam 
Hotel),  I  shall  not  mention  more,  only  every  attention 
will  be  given  to  make  anglers  happy  ;  G.B.R.  service  is 
most  convenient  to  this  place,  see  Time  Table,  and  all 
their  officers  are  kind  and  obliging.— John  o’Geoege. 
P  S. — Roach  are  now  getting  clean  ;  dace  splendid  ; 
perch  and  pike  in  a  week  or  so  good. 

Cornish  Streams. — There  has  been  no  change  for 
the  better  in  either  sport  or  weather.  Only  very  few 
rods  go  out  during  these  bright  cloudless  days,  and 
much  toil  and  weariness  of  flesh  is  necessary  to  make 
even  a  fair  basket.  Downing  and  Williams,  two  pro¬ 
fessional  fishers  on  the  Camel,  got  ten  dozen  and  eight 
dozen  trout  respectively,  most  of  them  taken  with 
natural  fly.  A  case  of  salmon  snatching  is  being  got 
ready  for  the  Washaway  Petty  Sessions,  on  Monday. 
It  is  very  clear  that  the  kelts,  which  were  removed  by 
the  conservators,  should  have  been  taken  downwards 
beyond  the  last  mill.  Nets  are  doing  fairly  well  at 
Lostwithiel,  and  a  peal  or  two  have  been  got  with  rod 
and  line,  but  very  few  flsh  are  running  up  the  Fowey. — 
Bodmin. 

Derwent  (Amberg^ate). — The  Derwent  is  low  and 
flne.  Good  sport  may  be  obtained  in  the  evenings. 
J.  Beal  captured  two  and  a  half  brace,  W.  Glossop,  four 
brace.  At  Holmesford.  Mr.  J.  Newton,  one  brace ; 
Messrs.  Ridout  and  Baggallay,  five  brace  ;  Mr.  Clark, 
one  brace.  At  Cromford,  Mr.  J.  C.  Arkwright,  six  and 
a  half  brace  ;  Master  Arkwright,  five  brace ;  and  Mr. 
Clark,  three  brace  (all  below  Cromford  Bridge).  At 
Duffield,  in  the  Lower  Derwent,  and  Ecclesbourne,  Mr. 
Cubley,  two  brace  ;  Mr.  Collard,  one  and  a  half  brace  ; 
Mr.  Bates,  one,  21b.  Mr.  Rowbottom  last  week  took  a 
grand  specimen  of  fario,  weighing  41b.  loz.  The  best 
flies  to  use  now  are  the  Amber  and  Silver  Dun,  and 
Brown  Spinner  (Glossop’s  pattern).  Prospects  are  good 
for  morning  and  evening  fishing. — Amber  Dun. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — W  e  h.ave  now  left  the  Drake 
season  behind,  and  on  the  whole  it  has  not  been  a  bad 
one.  Mr,  C.  Stanley  Cox  took  six  and  a  half  brace 
yesterday  (Wednesday)  with  small  flies,  mainly  the 
Hare’s  Ear  Dun,  an  unusually  small  dressing  (00  hook) 
and  fluffy  body ;  these  from  the  Dove  Dale  water,  and 
all  fine  fish.  Sir.  Atkina  (Ballidon)  took  six  and  a  half 
brace,  with  live  May-fly,  and  many  other  good  takes  are 
reported.  We  want  rain  ;  have  had  a  few  showers  of 
an  April  character. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Whitby)  and  Border  Esk.— Though  we  have 
had  some  copious  showers  of  rain  during  the  week,  little 
effect  has  been  made  on  the  river,  so  droughty  was  the 
land.  Nothing  worth  recording  has  taken  place  in  the 
way  of  angling,  only  a  few  trout  being  caught  here  and 
there.  The  great  bulk  of  the  kelts  have  probably  got 
down  to  the  sea,  but,  unfortunately,  there  are  still  large 
numbers  neaped  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river.  A 
few  fresh-run  salmon  have  got  into  the  tidal  river,  but, 
of  course,  they  will  be  unable  to  reach  the  upper  waters 
until  there  is  a  good  flood. — J.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — A  few  smart  showers 
fell  on  Saturday  last.  Both  Exe  and  Creedy  are  as  low 
as  they  can  well  be.  Trouting,  except  in  the  evening 
time,  is  almost  a  dead  letter.  On  this  water,  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Snell  have  taken  a  few  brace  of  trout  on 
the  fly,  and  Mr.  Ford,  on  Monday  night  last,  killed  a 
good  trout  over  a  pound.  The  flies  doing  best  business 
just  now  are  Red  Spinner,  Californian,  and  Yellow  Dun. 
On  the  Creedy,  on  Friday  last,  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  had 
three  brace  of  trout  and  a  few  eels  ;  and  on  Wednesday 
four  brace  of  trout  and  twenty-eight  eels.  The  re¬ 
doubtable  J.  A.  K.  has  also  been  scoring  in  this  locality, 
both  “dog eels”  and  “sockdollage  trout.”  Messrs.  Moore 
and  Theeawissen,  out  fora  few  hours,  had  two  or  three 
brace  of  trout,  and  a  few  decent  eels,  and  on  the  Lower 
Creedy,  Mr.  Shepherd  has  killed  several  nice  trout 
on  the  worm  and  minnow.  With  the  water  in  its 
present  low  state  the  worm  fished  fine,  up  stream  is 
found  the  most  killing  method  for  day  fishing. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  weather 
continues  everywhere  favourable  for  angling  in  this  dis¬ 
trict.  The  rains  which  continue  occasionally  to  fall 
serve  to  keep  the  water  fresh  and  of  a  good  summer 
height,  and  tbe  belief  is  among  anglers  that  the  fish  are 
in  a  forward  condition  for  sport.  It  was  with  a  good 
deal  of  regret  that  I  heard  the  other  day  of  a  lot  of 
netting  having  been  done  in  some  of  the  drains  during 
the  winter.  My  informant  believes  the  chief  offe^d^rs 
in  this  direction  ate  men  who  have  th'e  ineane  of  dis* 


posing  of  them  in  the  lower-class  districts  of  London. 
He  says  there  is  a  good  demand  for  this  class  of  fish  in 
the  Jewish  quarters  ;  but  the  prices  are  so  small  that  it 
seems  a  great  pity  men  should  think  it  worth  their 
while  to  dispose  of  them  in  that  way,  and  spoil  the 
anglers’  sport.  It  would  be  far  more  profitable  for  them 
to  cultivate  the  fish,  and  offer  facilities  for  good  fishing 
to  day-trippers  and  the  like.  One  good  day  in  such  a 
harvest  would  equal  a  winter’s  hauling  with  the  net.  Of 
course,  these  remarks  do  not  apply  to  all,  or  by  any 
means  many  drains,  for  some,  and  I  believe  a  good  many 
are  carefully  watched  and  protected,  with  the  result 
that  they  contain  plenty  of  flsh  for  those  who  wish  to 
fish.  Prospects  are  capital  for  the  16th. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).  —  Anglers  are  doing  well 
among  the  trout  in  this  district  now,  and  the  water  is 
reported  to  be  in  fine  condition.  The  generality  of 
anglers  who  patronise  this  stream,  however,  are  coarse 
fishermen,  and  they  are  looking  forward  to  the  opening 
day  next  week  with  some  amount  of  pleasure,  as  reports 
from  the  fishing  quarters  are  to  the  effect  that  it  is 
likely  there  will  be  plenty  of  sport  as  soon  as  it  is 
allowable.  One  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  was  in 
the  district  last  week,  and  made  a  trial  of  the  roach, 
which  he  says  are  clean,  plump,  and  fairly  well  on  the 
feed.  Had  it  not  been  close  time,  he  says  he  should 
have  had  no  hesitation  in  retaining  them.  In  spite  of 
the  close  time,  however,  I  hear  some  of  the  drains  in 
the  Lower  Idle  district  have  been  fished  these  last  two 
or  three  weeks,  to  the  disgust  of  legitimate  anglers, 
some  running  the  risk  of  prosecution,  and  others  by 
permission.  Their  success  has  been  problematical.  I 
hear  it  is  likely  the  Sheffield  Angling  Association  will 
have  a  piece  of  water  on  the  Idle  this  summer  for  their 
members  near  Misson,  but  terms  are  not  yet  quite 
settled.  It  is  said  Gainsborough  anglers  are  likely  to 
patronise  some  of  the  lower  waters  again  this  season. 
’Ihe  Bycarr  drain  is  about  to  be  dredged. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North.  Wales,  via  Oswestry).— 
The  long-looked-for  rain  threatened  us  on  Monday  last, 
but,  after  a  slight  drizzle,  passed  off  again.  Thunder 
is  still  hanging  about,  which  at  times  makes  the  trout 
rather  sulky.  Mr.  Hamer  has  made  some  very  pretty 
baskets  of  nine,  seven,  and  two  sixes.  On  Monday 
Captain  Hayhurst  France  (who  recently  took  four  limits 
in  succession)  brought  in  a  dozen  very  nice  fish.  Messrs. 
Jackson  headed  the  list  on  Tuesday  with  an  even  basket 
of  twelve,  weighing  lOJlb.  Messrs.  Foster  have  scored 
fairly  well  each  day.  Heaviest  fish  ;  Mr.  Foster,  1  Jib., 
and  (twol  lUb.  each ;  Mr.  Jackson,  l^lb.  Best  flies  :  Pro¬ 
fessor,  Black  Spinner,  and  Alder.  Such  a  raid  was  made 
on  the  chub  in  1891  -2  that  the  nets  have  brought  very  few 
to  land  this  year.— Long  Drift. 

Lea  (Ware). — The  river  is  in  first-class  condition, 
and  some  good  trout  feeding  here,  but  no  takes  of  any 
importance.  A  London  angler  trout  fishing  here  last 
Sunday  caused  a  large  crowd  to  assemble  on  Ware  Bridge 
to  watch  his  endeavours  to  land  a  duck  he  had  hooked, 
which  seemed  to  afford  them  great  amusement,  judging 
by  the  peals  of  laughter  which  greeted  his  efforts.  The 
river  is  literally  swarming  with  fish  of  all  kinds,  and 
everything  promises  well  for  the  opening  of  the  season 
on  July  1  next. — Edwin  Cottae. 

Lea  and  Stort. — We  have  had  some  very  heavy 
showers  during  the  week,  but  the  ground  is  so  dried  up 
that  but  little  fresh  water  has  found  its  way  into  the 
rivers  ;  in  fact,  both  the  old  river  Lea  and  the  Navigation 
Canal  are  fast  getting  into  a  stagnant  state,  and  the 
dry  weather  has  greatly  promoted  the  growth  of  weeds. 
These  will  prove  in  most  places  a  great  drawback  to 
successful  angling.  To-day  (Thursday)  plenty  of  fish 
were  to  be  seen,  as  is  always  the  case  when  the  river  is 
low.  I  saw  some  of  those  barbel  that  I  am  anxious  to 
introduce  some  good  fishermen  to,  say  about  August 
next.  It  somewhat  annoys  me  to  know  that  there  are 
good  barbel  in  the  Lea,  yet  it  is  seldom  or  never  that  I 
have  the  opportunity  to  report  the  capture  of  any.  At 
Games’s,  Higham  Hill,  some  very  good  dace  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly  this  week.  The  bream  have  again 
been  taking  the  fly,  one  of  about  31b.  having  been  taken, 
and  one  of  51b.  on  June  3  by  Mr.  Tisley.  To-day  Mr. 
Hall  has  lost  two  good  flsh,  either  bream  or  chub. 
I  must  now  commence  to  include  the  Stort  in  my 
notices,  as  ere  the  next  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is 
issued,  the  fishing  for  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  will  have 
commenced.  The  Stort  is  eminently  suitable  for 
competitions,  being  so  little  disturbed  either  by  traffic 
along  the  banks  or  by  the  passage  of  barges,  added  to 
which  there  are  most  charming  riverside  hostelries  in 
secluded  spots  where  fishermen  can  be  sure  of  having 
all  their  requirements  attended  to.  There  are  already 
several  contests  announced  for  the  18th,  and  doubtless 
others  will  follow  suit,  amongst  them  the  Edmonton  and 
Tottenham  Club,  who  will  fish  for  six  valuable  prizes  on 
June  18,  from  Burnt  Mill  Lock  to  Harlow  Lock;  All  to 
go  by  first  train  in  the  morning. — Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — Owing  to  the  continued  drought,  anglers 
in  Leicestershire  remain  almost  inactive.  Trout  fishing 
during  the  week  has  not  been  a  success,  consequent  on 
the  scarcity  of  water  in  the  brooks  which  t'-ouc  inhabit 
being  extremely  low.  It  has  only  been  at  the  deep  holes 
that  anglers  can  obtain  any  sport,  and  but  a  few  brace 
of  fish  have  been  shown.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Soar  Angling  Society,  on  Wednesday,  at  Loughborough, 
a  resolution,  closing  pike  fishing  on  Jan.  1,  was,  after 
long  and  heated  discussion,  adopted.  The  Society  is  in 
a  flourishing  financial  condition.  The  Leicester  Angling 
Society  also  held  their  annual  meeting  in  the  Old  'Town 
Hall  on  Tuesday.  The  balance-sheet  proved  of  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  character,  and  catches  during  the  year  have  been 
very  heavy.  The  additional  stretch  of  water  opened  this 
year  appeared  to  be  a  success,  and  wonld  undoubtedly  be 
found  of  great' attraction  to  anglers.  A  Vote  of  tbaniks 


was  passed  to  Sir  Hy.  Halford  for  the  use  of  his  waters 
at  Wistow,  and  to  the  Leicester  Mayor  and  Corporation 
for  the  use  of  their  waters. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  continue  to  run  low  and  clear,  and 
a  good  downfall  of  rain  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
fishing.  Rain  has  threatened,  but  no  quantitj'  has 
fallen.  Fishing  has  been  good  ;  the  fish,  having  got  over 
their  gorge  of  the  Cadow,  are  now  taking  the  other  flies 
better.  The  flies  used  are  the  Yellow  Dun,  Orl,  Black 
Gnat,  Sky  Blue,  White  Winged  Coachman,  Moths, 
Coch-y-bondhu,  and  Spinners.  Minnow  fishing  has  been 
successful  in  the  early  morning  and  evening.  Wasp 
grub  fishing  has  just  commenced,  but  the  bait  is  scarce  ; 
the  fish  are  taking  it  well.  A  fair  number  have  been 
out,  and  some  good  dishes  of  fine  trout  have  been 
landed  in  both  streams.  The  Lugg  was  fished  on  Tues¬ 
day,  and  a  good  dish  of  trout  landed  with  the  Wasp 
Grub.  The  Pinsley  is  now  low  and  clear  ;  sport  good 
in  it.— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 

Rivers  low  and  clear.  Heavy  thunderstorms  on 
Saturday  last  caused  the  Lugg  to  become  very  muddy, 
but  did  not  perceptibly  raise  it,  nor  did  it  affect  the 
other  streams.  Very  little  doing  except  morning  and 
evening.  Flies  (omitting  Drake)  same  as  last  week. 
'Trout  are  taking  the  Vaga  Devon  bait  well.  A  few 
wasp  grubs  have  been  obtained — a  full  month  in  advance 
of  most  seasons. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — River  in  first-rate  condition.  A 
good  head  of  water  in  our  three-mile  stretch,  and 
literally  alive.  Enormous  shoals  of  bream  have  been 
showing  themselves,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
good  opening  to  the  season. — A.  Scaed. 

Plymouth. — Sea  Fishing— A  Novel  Endless 
Line  for  Pouting,  Chad,  &c. — These  fish  are  to  be 
caught  in  large  quantities  in  various  spots  around  our 
coast  and  especially  at  Plymouth,  and  various  rigs  are 
used  for  their  capture.  In  this  port,  however,  the  finest 
fish  are  caught  in  from  16  to  20  fathoms,  although  within 
only  200  yards  of  the  shore.  Some  time  since  I  rigged 
up  an  endless  line  that  reached  the  bottom  ;  it  was 
furnished  with  loz.  pipe  leads  and  a  wire  out-rigger 
with  gut  hook  at  every  fathom,  and  the  bait  small 
pieces  of  bagworm.  The  mode  of  using  it  was  as 
follows  :  The  boat  was  anchored  according  to  bearings, 
and  when  it  had  settled  in  position  the  two  fishermen 
(for  it  took  two  to  work  the  line)  placed  themselves  one 
in  the  stern  and  one  in  the  bow,  and  the  line  was  baited 
and  lowered  to  the  bottom,  there  was  no  waiting  for  a 
bite,  but  the  one  in  the  bow  gradually  hauled  up  the 
line  and  took  off  what  fish  were  hooked  ;  the  one  in  the 
stern  merely  passed  the  line  down  again  first  baiting  the 
hooks  that  required  it.  By  this  method  you  see  the 
line  went  to  the  bottom,  and  then  the  length  of 
the  boat  up  and  to  the  surface,  like  an  endless  band. 
Two  of  us  caught  in  one  afternoon  twenty-seven  dozen, 
and  they  were  all  nice  fish ;  we  might  have  caught  a  lot 
more,  but  we  were  fairly  tired  of  the  sport.— William 
Heaeder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech.). — The  rivers  here  are  at  present  on  a  lower  level 
than  ever,  and  even  the  most  experienced  anglers  have 
great  difficulty  in  taking  fish.  Those  who  profit  by 
experience  are  looking  forward  to  some  sport  when  the 
compensation  water  is  let  off  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  down 
that  river,  but  the  anglers  on  the  Tanat  and  Cain  have 
not  even  this  small  crumb  to  comfort  them. — Vtenwt. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers. — Streams  in  Sussex 
to  the  north  of  the  downs  are  sadly  wanting  rain. 
Showers  have  fallen,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity.  A 
few  anglers  have  tried  the  Rother,  and  from  the  Selham 
portion  I  hear  of  a  nice  trout  weighing  11b.  7oz.,  and 
from  near  Midhurst  some  smaller  fish.  A  brace  of 
salmon  trout  are  reported  as  taken  from  the  Arun  near 
Arundel  with  rod  and  line,  and  a  bass  of  81b.  above  the 
Littlehampton  railway  bridge.  Chub  fishermen  are 
getting  sport  on  the  Ouse,  and  a  brace  of  good  trout 
were  taken  on  Saturday  above  Uckfield  with  minnow. 
The  opening  of  the  coarse  fish  season  is  eagerly  looked 
for.  The  best  bit  of  water  I  know  of  is  Chichester  Canal, 
which  is  hank  high  and  well  stocked,  but  fish  here  seem 
to  have  their  particular  seasons  for  feeding.  Sea  bream,- 
mullet,  and  bass  have  been  taken  in  harbour  and  on  the 
coast. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Knighton). — The  water  in  this  district  is  run¬ 
ning  very  low  and  clear.  Rain  has  been  had  in  this  district 
but  little  of  it  got  into  the  river,  the  ground  being  so 
dry.  The  weather  has  been  good  for  angling,  and  the 
fish  have  been  sporting  well  at  the  fly.  'The  chief  flies 
are  the  Coch-y-bondhu,  Black  Gnat,  Sky  Blue,  Fern- 
fly,  Coachman,  and  Governor.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has 
begun,  and  good  sport  may  be  expected.  Some  very 
good  trout  have  been  landed  with  both  the  fly  and 
bottom.  With  rain  some  good  sport  should  be  had.— G. 
Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlo'w). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  low  and  clear,  but  in  good  order  for  fishing.  A 
good  downpour  of  rain  would  be  beneficial  to  botn  fish¬ 
ing  and  the  crops.  The  fish  have  been  moving  well, 
especially  in  the  evening. — S.  Ludlo'w. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  is  now  low  and  clear, 
and  rain  is  badly  wanted.  It  is  in  good  order  for  either 
fly  or  bottom  fisbing,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  well, 
especially  in  the  morning. —  Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Without  a  change  occurs  the 
Trent  will  be  running  exceptionally  low  for  the  opening 
of  the  coarse  fishing  season,  and  flannel  weed  will  be  a 
source  of  annoyance  to  those  wno  commence  operations 
on  the  flounder  beds  with  worms.  Cadbaits  will  be 
found  the  most  successful  lure  for  chub  and  barbel,  the 
latter  of  which  have  been  observed  “pitching ’’.^during 
the  paht  Veek  in  deeper  Waters  than  uhual  at  this  early 


452 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


period,  a  sofficient  proof  of  their  forward  condition,  and 
pport  phould  be  obtained  from  any  rapid  ewim  over  a 
gravelly  bottom.  Bream  have  taken  up  a  position  on  the 
scouring  beds,  and,  with  dace  taking  flies  readily,  pros¬ 
pects  look  favourable,  and  anglers  are  anxiously  discuss¬ 
ing  probabilities. — Trentsider. 

Upper  Eden. — During  last  week  and  the  beginning 
of  this  many  local  anglers  creeled  about  a  dozen  trout 
each  with  the  small  fly.  In  the  course  of  an  hour’s 
fishing  in  the  Jubilee  Bridge  stream,  on  Friday  evening, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Heelis  killed  sixteen  fine  trout  with  Scottish 
Loch  flies,  and  on  Saturday  evening  made  another  good 
basket.  On  the  same  morning  Mr.  A.  C.  Whitehead 
caught  thirteen  trout  in  the  Colby  Laith  stream,  with 
small  flies.  Kiver  very  low. 

Usk  (Usk)  — The  river  has  again  become  excessively 
low.  and  angling  is  practically  at  a  standstill.  A  few 
anglers  venture  out  more  for  exercise  than  anything 
else,  and  only  one  salmon  has  been  captured  during  the 
past  week,  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride  landed  one  1.51b.  A  few 
trout  have  been  taken  with  the  worm  and  the  butterfly 
by  bobbing  it  under  the  bushes.  Disease  is  not  so  pre¬ 
valent  in  any  kind  of  fish. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg', 
N  B.). — Mr.  P.  W.  Campbell,  Perth,  fished  Loch  Urigill 
on  Monday,  and  got  ninety  trout,  SOlb.  On  Tuesday,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  sixty  trout,  251b ;  on  Wednesday,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  110  trout,  SSJlb.  ;  on  Thursday,  on  Loch 
Boplan,  112  trout,  2741b.  :  and  on  Friday,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  100  trout,  27Jlb.  ;  total  in  five  days,  472  trout, 
145Jlb.  Messrs  Luptonand  Stewart,  Liverpool,  on  Loch 
Cama,  on  Monday,  eighty-five  trout,  23|lb.  ;  on  Urigill 
on  Tuesday,  106,  .lOlb.,  on  Caraa,  on  Wednesday,  100, 
281b;  On  Urigill,  on  Thursday,  170,  43Jlb. ;  on  same 
loch  on  Friday,  130,  291b.  ;  and  on  Cama,  on  Saturday, 
sixty-two  trout,  201b. :  total  for  the  week  by  two  rodsin 
one  boat,  6.53  trout,  1801b.  On  Friday,  Mr  Gandy,  Pen¬ 
rith,  on  Boarlan,  seventy  trout,  161b;  and  Mr.  Cox, 
London,  on  Veyatie,  twenty-six  trout,  101b.;  Messrs. 
Buckley,  Clegg,  and  Prockter,  on  Cama,  ninety-three 
trout,  241b.  ;  and  on  Urigill,  on  Saturday,  120  trout, 
321b.  Grand  total  for  the  week  (exclusive  of  several 
baskets  not  recorded)  14-14  trout,  407 Jib.  On  Monday, 
this  week,  Mr.  Buckley,  on  Cama,  twodozen,  101b. ;  Rev. 
Mr.  IValker,  on  Veyatie,  one  and  a  half  dozen,  6JIb.  ; 
Mr.  Cunningham  and  Dr.  Curror,  on  Boarlan,  101b., 
trout;  Mr.  P.  Curror,  on  Veyatie,  thirty-one  trout, 
121b.  ;  Messrs  Lupton  and  Stewart  on  Urigill,  five  and  a 
quarter  dozen  161b.  :  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quarton,  on 
same  loch,  six  and  a  half  dozen,  241b. ;  Total  for  the 
day,  235  trout,  7941b. — McB. 

Berriedale  (Caithness).— For  some  weeks  this  little 
river  has  been  entirely  shut  off  from  the  sea  by  a  large 
band  of  gravel  silting  up  and  shutting  the  river  month. 
A  very  heavy  spate  will  be  wanted  before  it  is  cleared. 
Meanwhile  no  fish  can  enter  or  leave  the  river.  Seven 
boxes  of  salmon  were  got  by  the  netsmen  during  the 
week  and  a  few  grilse ;  these  are  running  small  as  yet, 
from  241b.  to  4lb.  each.  Nothing  is  doing  in  angling ; 
even  the  favourite  bnms  being  too  low. — S.  C. 

Carron,  Easter  Boss  (Ardgay,  H  B.)— Last  week 
was  blank  on  all  the  beats,  although  most  of  them  were 
more  or  less  fished.  A  good  deal  of  rain  fell,  but  it  had 
little  or  no  effect  on  the  river.  No  angling  need  be 
expected  until  a  thorough  spate  comes.  On  Monday  this, 
week,  Mr.  W^  Allis  Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  caught  an  81b. 
salmon  on  the  upper  beat. — McB. 

Coll  Hotel.— Nothing  doing  this  week.  We  have 
had  some  heavy  showers,  which  have  made  the  water  in 
lochs  of  a  better  colour  for  angling,  but  would  require  a 
good  flood  to  fill  the  lochs  to  their  normal  level,  as  the 
continued  fine  weather  has  run  them  very  low.  Weather 
very  warm  and  bright.— Mungo  M.  Clure. 

Cnilfail  Hotel  Waters,  Kilmelford,  N.B.— May 
29th,  Mr.  Charlton,  six  trout;  May  30th,  Dr.  Peacock, 
106  trout ;  Mr.  Charlton,  forty-three  trout ;  Messrs. 
Dendy,  twenty-one  trout;  May  31st,  Dr.  Peacock, 
forty-one  trout ;  Mr.  Charlton,  twenty -four  trout;  Mr. 
Burton,  twenty-three  trout;  Messrs.  Dendy,  twenty 
trout;  June  1st,  Dr.  Peacock,  fourteen  trout;  Mr. 
Charlton,  eleven  trout;  Mr.  Button,  nine  trout ;  Messrs. 
Dendy,  seventeen  trout;  June  2nd,  Dr.  Peaoock  and 
Mr.  Charlton,  twelve  trout ;  Mr.  Burton,  sixteen  trout ; 
Messrs.  Dendy,  thirty-two  trout;  Mr.  McDougal  and 
Mr.  Annandale,  eight  trout;  Messrs.  Wienberg,  four 
trout,  twenty-four  sea  fish;  June  3rd,  Dr.  Peacock, 
forty  trout ;  Mr.  Burton,  eight  trout ;  Messrs.  Dendy, 
six  trout ;  Mr.  McDougall  and  Mr.  Annandale,  twenty- 
six  trout;  Messrs.  Weinberg,  fifty-six  trout;  June  5th, 
Dr.  Peacock,  fiteen  trout ;  Mr.  Burton  and  Mr.  Wein¬ 
berg,  nine  trout;  Messrs.  Dendy,  fourteen  trout;  Mr. 
McDougall  and  Mr.  Annandale,  thirty-seven  trout. — 
J.  McF. 

Inchnadampk  Hotel  Waters  (Inchnadampb, 
Sntlierlaiid}. — Souie  capital  baskets  were  made  at  this 
centre  during  last  week.  The  following  is  the  report 
On  May  31st  Mr.  Cooks(  n  killed  fifty-seven  trout, 
weighing  ll.ilb.,  on  Loch  A-synt;  on  Thursday,  June 
1st,  Mr,  Macew'en  fished  Loeh  Awe  and  caught  thirty- 
nine  trout,  weighing  181b.  (heaviest  trout  scaled  31b  )  ; 
Mr.  Fry  caught  twenty  fine  trout.  81b.,  on  Loch  Assvnt ; 
and  Mr.  Cookson  fifty-tour  trout,  16Jlb.,  on  Mid  Assynt ; 
On  Fridsy  Mr.  Fry,  fishing  Loch  Awe,  caught  forty-one 
trout,  lilb.  ;  lilr.  Cookson,  on  Locii  Assynt,  forty  trout, 
17lb. :  and  Mr.  Macewen  one  Siibno  ferox,  31b.  On  Satur¬ 
day  Mr.  Co.  kson  killed  twenty-one  trout,  81b  ,  on  Loch 
Awe;  Jlr.  Macewen  made  a  fine  basket  of  thirty-four 
trout,  181b.,  on  Loch  Gillaroo.  On  Monday  Mr.  Fry 
killed  orm  Salmv  ferox,  weighing  6Jlb.,  and  two  trout  lib. 
each,  on  Loch  Assynt ;  Mr.  Macewen  got  seventeen 


fine  trout,  161b. ,  on  Loch  Awe ;  Mr.  Cookson  killed 
thirty,  91b.,  on  Loch  As.synt.  Copious  rainfall  of  Satur¬ 
day  and  Sunday  last  has  imoroved  angling. — J.  Y. 

Eillin  Hotel  (Locli  Tay).— May  27,  Marquis  del 
Pazzo,  one  salmon,  l"lb.  -H.  Maisey. 

Kinross  (Green  Hotel).— Forty-four  competitors 
occupying  all  boats  on  Loch  Leven  for  the  National 
Angling  Association’s  contests.  1st  prize,  .£15,  Harden, 
Piscatorials,  London,  61b.  24oz.  ;  2nd  prize,  Patterson, 
St.  Mungo;  3rd  prize,  McDonald,  Clackmannan¬ 
shire;  4th  prize,  Pople,  Perthshire;  5th  prize,  J. 
Thompson,  Kelso;  6th  prize,  Wilson,  Fifeshire ;  Mac- 
gregor,  heaviest  fish,  lib.  15oz.  Englishmen — Ohlson, 
Gresham,  one  fish  ;  Close,  Juniors,  21b.  1.5oz. ;  Slater, 
Newark,  3Jlb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts,  Manchester,  about 
lib.  15oz.  ;  Harden,  Piscatorials,  champion.  Dead  calm 
part  day. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonar bridge,  N.B.). — 

During  the  past  week  several  nice  sea  trout,  averaging 
about  11b.  each,  have  been  landed,  but  on  the  whole 
sport  has  not  been  good.  The  net  salmon  fishings  are 
rapidly  improving  in  productiveness,  particularly  on 
Mr.  Anderson’s  Rivermouth,  South  Bonar,  and  Scalp 
Shot.  From  all  the  nettings  in  this  neighbourhood  put 
together,  including  Messrs.  Powrie  and  Pitcaithley’s 
Skibo  fishings  on  the  Dornoch  Firth,  close  on  two  tons 
of  salmon  were  despatched  to  Billingsgate  and  other 
markets  in  the  course  of  the  week. — McS. 

Lairs'  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).  —  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  note  of  sport  obtained  last  week.  On 
Tuesday,  the  30th  ult..  Colonel  Copeland  fished  Loch 
Beannoeh,  and  caught  ten  trout,  weighing  41b. ;  Mr. 
Beasant  tried  Loch  Shin,  and  caught  fourteen  trout, 
6Jlb.  On  Wednesday,  fishing  Loch  Shin,  Mr.  Beasant 
killed  fifteen  trout,  weighing  51b. ;  and  Colonel  Cope¬ 
land  caught  thirteen  trout,  b.^lb. ;  Messrs.  Clegg  and 
Buxley  fished  Loch  Beannoeh,  and  caught  nine  trout, 
weighing  61b.  On  Thursday  Colonel  Copeland  caught 
eleven  trout,  41b.,  on  Loch  Shin;  Mr.  Loxley  had  fair 
sport.  On  Friday  Mr.  Beasant  caught  fourteen  trout, 
weighing  51b.,  and  Colonel  Copeland  fourteen  trout, 
641b.,  on  Loch  Shin.  On  Saturday,  which  was  thundery, 
with  heavy  downpours  of  rain.  Colonel  Copeland  killed 
five  trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Beasant  eight  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
Loxley  three  trout ;  and  Captain  Henderson,  a  dozen 
trout,  51b.  ;  all  on  Loch  Shin.  Monday  was  dull  and 
calm,  and  not  at  all  a  good  fishing  day;  Mr.  Loxley 
fished  Loch  Cracail,  and  caught  eight  trout,  61b.  Fair 
baskets  were  made  on  Loch  Shin  by  Colonel  Copeland, 
Captain  Henderson,  Rev.  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Hender¬ 
son.  Angling  prospects  are  improved  by  the  heavy  rain 
of  Saturday  and  Sunday  last. — J.  Y. 

Loebearnhead  Hotel,  Fertlisbire  (N.B.).— May 
30,  Mr.  Maisey  and  friend,  thirty-five  trout,  eleven  char ; 
May  31,  Col.  and  Miss  McHardy,  fifty-one  trout,  seven 
char  ;  Mr.  A.  MoEwan  and  friend,  forty  trout.  June  3, 
Mr.  R.  A.  Robertson,  Glasgow,  twenty-three  trout; 
fifty-eight  trout ;  Miss  Marjory  McHardy,  thirteen 
trout ;  Dr.  Robertson,  nine  trout.  June  5,  Mr.  Maisey 
and  friend  (out  for  an  hour),  nine  trout,  four  char. 

Loch  Bannoch  (Bunrannoch  Hotel,  N.B).— 
June  2,  Mr.  Peddie,  Perth,  a  lovely  trout,  weighing 
9Jlb.  June  3,  Mr.  Peddie,  forty-three  trout;  Mr. 
Aitchison,  London,  six  trout ;  Mr.  Owen  Williams, 
Liverpool,  four  trout,  all  in  good  condition.  June  5, 
Mr.  Aitchison,  London,  nine  trout ;  Mr.  Owen  Wil¬ 
liams,  Liverpool,  twenty-one  trout.  June  6,  Mr.  Ait- 
chison,  London,  one  ferox  (71b.),  two  trout  (31b.  each), 
two  trout  (Jib.  each),  affording  very  fine  sport;  Mr. 
Owen  Williams,  Liverpool,  eleven  fine  trout. 

Lochtulla  and  Lochbuie. — Surgn.-Gen.  Robertson 
Bridge  of  Allan,  fishing  from  Inveroran  Hotel  on 
June  2,  had  one  trout  21b.  On  5th,  Surgn.-Gen. 
Robertson  had  six  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  averaging 
three  and  four  to  the  pound.  Mr.  Hart  had  six  trout 
on  the  6th ;  Surgn.-Gen.  Robertson  had  one  trout  31b. 
Lochs  in  good  fishing  ply. — Duncan  A.  Forbes. 

Loch  Tummel  (Pitlochry).— On  Thurday,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Chubb,  of  Teddington,  and  Mr.  Neville  Chubb  had 
very  good  sport,  pike  and  trout,  heaviest  3Jlb.  Friday, 
three  trout,  heaviest  2lb.  Saturday,  four  trout, 
heaviest  441b. — D.  Dow. 

O-gerscaigr  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— On 

Tuesday,  last  week,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Paradox,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  fished  Upper  Shin  beat,  and  caught  seventeen 
trout,  741b.,  and  Messrs.  Elliot  and  Stobart,  Sunderland, 
on  Loch  Merkland,  forty-four,  151b.  On  Thursday,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Paradox,  on  upper  Shin,  2j  dozen.  91b  ;  and  on 
Friday,  on  Loch  Merkland,  34  dozen,  15Jlb.  On  Satur¬ 
day,  the  same  anglers,  on  Loch  Merkland,  twenty  three 
trout,  211b.  Mr.  Waterall,  Mr.  Froggatt,  and  Mr.  Place, 
all  from  Nottingham,  fished  Upper  and  Mid  Shin  beats, 
but,  owing  to  a  severe  thunderstorm,  lasting  from  11  a.m. 
until  6  p.m.,  sport  was  indifferent.  On  Monday,  this 
week,  which  was  dead  calm,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  sixteen  trout,  7 Jib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Paradox,  on  Tiag  beat.  Loch  Shin,  2  dozen,  131b. ;  Mr. 
Froggatt,  on  Loch  Merkland,  IJ  dozen,  71b. ;  and  Mess  s. 
Waterall  and  Place,  on  same  loch,  twenty  trout,  71b. ; 
Total  for  the  day,  eighty -01  e  trout,  34Jlb. — McB. 

Tweed.  &c. — There  is  still  very  little  to  report  from 
the  Kelso  disirict  of  the  Tweed,  Teviot,  or  other  rivers, 
so  far  as  anglii  g  is  concerned.  A  fairish  quaiitity  of 
rain  has  fallen  during  the  week,  but  it  has  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  touched  the  conditions  of  the  waters. 
All  the  rivers  in  the  Bowen  district  are  at  an  exceed¬ 
ingly  low  ebb,  and  are  also  in  a  most  deplorable  state 
of  dirt  and  filth  just  now,  o^ing  to  the  long-continued 
drought;  and  it  will  take  a  flood  of  fully  six  feet  to  do 
any  good;  in  fact,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kelso,  the 
accumulations  of  obnoxious  matter  in  the  river  Tweed  is 
very  great,  so  great  indeed,  that  notice  of  it  has  not 
escaped  the  sanitary  authorities,  the  medical  officer 
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for  the  town  having  called  attention  to  the  large  accu¬ 
mulation  of  mud  and  other  refuse  in  the  bed  of  the  river 
at  the  head  of  the  town,  stating  that  it  would  be  dan¬ 
gerous  te  health  should  any  epidemic  break  out.  Steps 
are  to  be  taken  to  have  this  part  of  the  river  cleaned,  we 
believe.  As  can  be  imagined  by  anglers,  there  is  little 
sport,  and  fishing  is  not  of  much  account  at  present.  A 
few  good  baskets  are  got  now  and  then  with  worm  during 
the  day,  but  flv-fishers  scarcely  get  any  fish  during 
the  daytime,  although  a  number  of  fair  good-sized  trouD 
are  got  with  the  lure  after  dusk.  On  the  Teviot,  during 
the  week,  one  or  two  baskets  of  from  21b.  up  to  341b. 
have  been  killed.  On  the  Tweed,  at  Drybnrgh,  Mr. 
James  Johnston  has  had  a  basket  of  131b.  On  the  Kale, 
Bowmont,  and  other  smaller  streams  in  the  Morebattle 
district,  Mr.  T.  Kennedy,  on  Saturday  last,  had  1251b.  ; 
Mr.  John  Burns,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  W.  Woodcock,  lljlb.  ; 
Mr.  Adam  Hawkins,  941b.  ;  Mr.  Andrew  Scott,  111b.  6oz. 
On  the  iWhitadder.  on  Thursday  last.  Mr.  W.  Redpath 
had  541b. ;  Mr.  John  Fraser,  3Jlb.  ,  Mr.  Pete  Melville, 
341b. ;  Mr.  W.  Green,  241b.  ;  Mr.  William  Mitchell, 
2Jlb.  On  the  Tweed,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  .lohn  Smith, 
Maxwell-place,  had  a  nice  dish,  including  half  a  dozen 
of  grand  trout.  At  present  there  seems  little  chance  of 
a  change  in  the  w'eather,  the  glass  being  high  and 
steady,  with  the  wind  in  the  south-west,  and  the  long 
looked-for  flood  appears  to  be  as  far  off  as  ever. — Max- 
wheel. 

Whitadder  (Ellemford). — Very  little  sport  is 
being  obtained  on  the  Whitadder,  the  water  being  so 
extremely  low.  f.n  Juno  Ist,  Mr.  Thompson,  Dublin, 
had  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Martin,  nineteen  trout  ;  Mr. 
Steed,  thirteen  trout  ;  Mr.  Volck,  twenty  three  trout  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  Thompson,  seven  trout ;  Mr.  Volck,  six  trout ; 
Mr.  A.  M.  Martin,  41b.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  Volck,  nine  trout  ; 
Mr.  A.  M.  Martin,  sixteen  trout  ;  5th,  Mr.  A.  M. 
Martin,  sixteen  trout ;  Mr.  Volck,  nineteen  trout.— 
R.  J.  Fenton. 

Irish  Reports. 

Bann  (Toomebridgee). — In  the  oarl.v  part  of  the 
week  rain  fell  in  small  showers,  and  on  Saturday  there 
was  a  short  thunderstorm,  which  it  was  supposed  would 
break  UD  the  drought,  but  it  did  not. 

Blackxvater,  Benburh  (co.  Tyrone). — Another 
week  of  disappointment,  as  no  rain  fell  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  raise  the  water.  The  only  sport  worth 
chronicling  is  a  bag  of  eighteen  trout,  Hlb.,  killed  in 
four  evenings  by  Mr.  John  Mills  on  the  pools.  I  learn 
that  at  Blackwater  town  bream  fishing  is  simply  splendid. 
— J.  A.  B. 

Carlisle  Arms  Hotel  (Cong).— Weather  very 
favourable  for  fishing  here  just  now.  On  Saturday  Mr. 
Herring  and  Mr.  Farrar  got  121b.  trout  and  one  large 
pike.  On  Monday  they  caught  201b.  trout,  the  largest 
fish  weighing  51b.  Tuesday  they  got  121b.  trout,  and 
Capt.  Bushnell  two  very  handsome  trout  weighing  7tb. 

Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  Co.  Galuray.— 
Dr.  Binson,  Dublin,  Capt.  Twaites,  Bramham  Gardens, 
London,  and  Mr.  Cross  have  been  fishing  LoUgha  Mask 
and  Coolin  for  the  past  ten  days,  and  have  got  on  an 
average  each  rod  per  day  12lb.  of  trout,  the  largest 
4flb.,  Dr.  Binson  getting  one  day,  on  Lough  Coolin, 
twenty-eight  trout  from  Jib.  to  141b.  Owing  to  late 
floods  some  good  river  fishing  is  to  be  had. — Patt 
Burke,  fisherman. 

Mourne  and  Strule. — The  brown  trout  season  is 
now  almost  over,  and,  owing  to  the  drought,  has  been  a 
failure.  Apparently  the  rain  is  as  far  off  as  ever.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  the  pike  are  getting  a  clearing  out 
in  many  places — especially  up  stream  towards  Omagh. 

Mojola  (Castleda'wson,  co.  Derry)  — A  drizzling 
rain  set  in  on  Saturday  after  a  thunderstorm,  but 
sufficiently  voluminous  to  cause  a  spate.  A  week's 
continuous  downpour  would  scarcely  raise  the  stream 
to  its  normal  height.  Some  English  visitors  were  on 
the  lower  sections  of  this  stream  daring  the  Whitsun¬ 
tide  holidays.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  salmon 
should  commence  to  run  in  another  fortnight. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  lEillaloe). — We  have 
had  a  succecsion  of  freshets  in  the  river  this  week,  and 
a  good  supply  of  grilse  have  ascended  from  the  sea  in 
consequence.  Water  rather  too  low  to-day,  however, 
for  which,  as  regards  sport — the  ill-timed  manipulation 
of  the  sluice  gates  is  alone  responsible.  The  trout  fish¬ 
ing  on  the  streams  is  just  beginning  to  improve — I  mean 
the  evening  fishing.  Mr.  F.  Lenny,  Maidstone,  and 
Capt.  and  Mrs.  Lewis,  Walton-on  Thames,  have  killed 
some  very  fine  baskets  of  beautiful  trout  this  week.  Mr. 
J.  O.  Vinter,  Southfield,  Cambridge,  and  his  friend,  Mr. 
Robert  Brearl,y,  Lamplands,  Batley,  Yorkshire,  haye  also 
secured  seyeral  creels  of  dainty  trout,  some  of  them 
141b.  each.  On  the  various  salmon  beats  the  following 
fish  have  been  captured  since  this  day  week  : — May  31, 
J.  Johnson  and  Grimes,  one  salmon,  161b.  ;  June  2, 
one  grilse,  111b.  ;  3rd,  one  salmon,  191b.  ;  4th,  one  grilse, 
81b. ;  5th,  Mr.  C.  Lefroy,  one  grilse,  6ib.  ;  Mr.  F.  Len- 
ney,  two  salmon,  151b.  and  121b.  ;  6th,  Mr.  C.  Lefroy, 
fishing  for  trout,  had  two  grilse,  81b.  and  61b. ;  W. 
Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  b-fore  breakfast,  two 
grilse,  CIb.  each ;  7th,  Mr  C.  Lefroy,  one  grilse, 
6ib.  Several  other  salmon  rods  out  to-day,  but  I  have 
not  yet  received  an  account  of  their  doings  on  the  pre¬ 
serves.  The  folio  ■«ing  English  visitors  have  arrived  this 
week  for  the  fishing;  Mr.  J.  O.  Vinter,  Southfield, 
Cambridge,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  R  Brearly, 
Lamplands,  Batley,  Y^orkshire  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin, 
Upper  Hall,  Ledbury,  Herefordshire,  and  Mrs.  Martin. 
The  following  have  left  this  week  ;  Mr.  W.  Young,  D.L., 
and  Mrs.  Young,  Brockley  Park,  Stradbally,  Queen’s 
Co. ;  Major  Traherne  and  Mr.  F.  Lenney.  —  S.  J. 
Hurley. 
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-  NOTICE.  - 

The  Pishing  Gazette  is  published  eveiy  Saturday 
and^  CM  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H  Smith  and 
Son  8  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
ageiRs  and  Pishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

'Tes'ms  of  Subsovlption. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dnnstan’s  House’ 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland .  IO3  6d 

”  Months  ditto  ditto  5s‘  4d’ 

„  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s!  8d 

lo  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage .  128.  6d. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Uunstan  s  Housb,  Fotter-lan©,  liondon. 


—  — 


with  which  is  incoepoeated 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  17th,  1893. 


THE  CHICAGO  EXHIBITION  AND 
THE  F.  G. 


The  Royal  Commission  of  the  Chicago  Exhibi- 
*19"  ®®ked  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  to  be  one  of  the  British  Judges 
m  the  Department  of  the  Fisheries,  an  honour 
Mr.  Marston,  with  much  regret,  was  obliged  to 
decline  for  business  and  other  reasons. 


FISHERIES  AT  THE  WORLD’S  FAIR. 

BRITISH  EXHIBITS. 


By  A  COKKESPONDENT  IN  CHICAGO. 

A  PEOMiNENT  American  angler  asked  me  if  I 
knew  why  England  is  so  poorly  represented  in 
the  Fisheries  section  of  the  World’s  Fair.  I  said 
I  really  could  not  say.  “  Well,”  was  his  reply, 
“  I  don’t  think  that  in  this  case  English  people 
.  can  throw  the  blame  on  to  the  McKinley  Act.” 

There  is  no  kind  of  advantage  to  be  gained  in 
V  discussing  the  reasons — whatever  they  may  be — 
jfor  our  lack  of  appearance  in  the  Fisheries  section. 
It  is  more  profitable  to  glance  at  the  British 
exhibits,  and  so  far  as  they  go  they  are  altogether 
worthy  of  notice.  The  thing  is  that  they  go  such 
a  dreadfully  little  space,  even  when  one  includes 
several  exhibits  pertaining  to  fisheries  located 
elsewhere  than  in  the  Fisheries  Building.  What 
British  exhibits  there  are  in  the  Fisheries  Build¬ 
ing  will  be  found  in  Ur.  James  A.  Henshall’s 
studiously  prepared  angling  annexe. 

To  begin  there  is  a  capital  model  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  Fishery  School  at  Cork,  an  institution 
.in  which  the  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts  has  taken 
Jx  keen  interest.  This  institution  came  into 
existence  in  connection  with  the  movement, 
headed  by  the  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts,  to  revive 
the  Irish  fishing  industry.  It  was  established  in, 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

supported  by  private  subscription 
and  a  Government  capitation  grant  from  Govern- 
ment  under  the  Industrial  Schools  Act.  A 
hundred  and  fifty  boys  are  maintained  in  the 
home,  and  trained  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
catching  and  curing  and  utilisation  of  fishes. 
Mackerel  cured  by  the  boys  in  the  Baltimore 
school  Is  shown  along  with  the  model,  and  if  only 
some  of  the  boys  had  been  present  the  exhibiti 
would  even  have  been  more  interesting.  To  the 
right  of  the  Baltimore  model  there  stands  a  very 
prettily  got  up  case  of  salmon  flies  from  Mr.  Wm. 
lurnbull,  of  Edinburgh.  Although  the  selection 
of  hooks  is  quite  a  small  one,  it  includes  some 
of  those  best  known  on  Scotch  waters.  Mr.  J.  A. 
IVlaclean,  of  Pennycross,  Argyllshire,  illustrates 
his  .system  for  communicating  with  fishing  boats 
at  sea.  Also  he  shows  plans  of  portable-  fisher¬ 
men’s  bothies,  and  a  peat  ice-house,  and  a  model 
of  a  refrigerator  designed  to  carry  fish  to  market 
with  a  reduced  waste  of  ice. 

Messrs.^  Anderson,  Anderson  and  Anderson,  of 
Queen  Victoria-street,  London,  show  a  case  of 
requisites  for  fresh-water  fishing  and  angling. 
In  the  case  are  waterproofs,  Buckland  combi¬ 
nation  wader.o,  Cholmondeley  Pennell  over-knee 
waders,  “  Norge  ”  serai-waders,  leather-lined  fine 
rubber  knee  and  thigh  boots,  brogues,  and  so  on. 
Perhaps  the  great  interest  of  this  case  is  the 
manner  in  which  it  illustrates  the  “  finish  ”  put 
on  English  angling  requisites  as  compared  with 
those  of  American  make.  “  English  makers 
make  their  stuff  both  to  look  and  last,”  I  heard  a 
spectator  remark.  From  the  Abbey  Mills,  Red- 
ditch,  Messrs.  William  Bartleet  and  Sons  send 
an  exhibit  of  needles,  fish  hooks,  lines,  floats, 
artificial  flies,  spinners,  trolling  spoons,  &c.  Mr. 
James  Buchanan,  Dale-street,  Tradeston,  Glas¬ 
gow,  shows  hooks,  silk-worm  gut,  and  other 
tackle  pertaining  to  deep  sea  fishing.  Messrs. 
McFarlane  Brothers,  Stornoway,  have  an  exhibit 
of  cured  fish — red  herrings,  pickled  cod,  sun-dried 
cod,  ling,  saith,  and  Findon  baddies.  Cured  fish 
likewise  make  an  exhibit  by  Messrs.  A.  and  J.  Q. 
Corner,  of  Wick. 

These  exhibits  practically  exhaust  the  show 
which  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  make  in 
the  Fisheries  Building.  Some  little  addition  is 
made  to  them  by  the  exhibits  relating  to  fisheries 
shown  in  other  parts  of  the  exposition.  In  the 
Manufactures  Building,  Messrs.  Barbour  and 
Sons,  of  Lisburn,  Ireland,  have  a  case  which 
includes  fishing  threads  and  nets.  Tn  their 
exhibit  in  the  same  building,  Messrs.  Finlayson, 
Bousfield  and  Co.,  Johnstone,  Scotland,  and 
Massachusetts,  America,  show  salmon  nets  and 
gilling  twines.  Then  the  Belfast  Ropework 
Company  have  fishing  lines  and  netting  twines 
among  their  varied  exhibits  in  the  Transportation 
Building.  Messrs.  Combe,  Barbour  and  Combe 
(Ltd.),  Belfast,  include  fishing  lines  in  their  case 
in  the  Agricultural  Building.  To  return  to  the 
Manufactures  Building,  there  are  excellent  cases 
of  needles,  hooks,  and  fishing  tackle  generally 
from  two  Redditch  firms,  Messrs.  Henry  Mil- 
ward  and  Sons,  and  Messrs,  ll.  Turner  and  Sons. 
One  other  feature  of  the  part  taken  by  England 
in  the  fisheries  section  remains  to  be  mentioned 
— although  it  is  hardly  an  exhibit  for  the  eye. 
'That  is  the  reports  of  researches  made  by  the 
Marine  Biological  Association  during  the  years 
1887  to  1892.  he  continued.) 
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ANOTHER  LARGE  PIKE  OUT  OF 
THE  TEST. 


By  R.  N. 


In  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette  there  was  a 
notice  of  a  pike  weighing  21Uh.  having  been 
killed  below  the  bridge  at  Romsey.  The  day 
after,  June  2,  Mr.  Medley,  of  Romsey,  succeeded 
in  killing  a  pike  weighing  121b.,  length  35in. 

There  is  nothing  uncommon  in  a  fish  of  this 
size  being  taken,  but  perhaps  the  novel  way  the 
pike  was  caught  is  worth  telling.  The  fish  had 
been  seen  for  more  than  a  week  below  a  large 
patch  of  weeds  in  mid  stream,  and  opposite  the 
entrance  of  another  stream  flowing  into  the  main 
river.  From  the  point  made  by  the  junction  of 
this  it  was  impossible  to  get  a  bait  of  any  sort 
over  him  by  casting.  From  the  road,  which 
forms  the  other  bank  of  the  river,  it  was  just 


possible  to  send  a  bait  over  to  where  the  fish  lay, 
but  as  the  pike  was  plainly  visible  from  here, 
and  had  even  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
general  public,  it  was  not  likely  he  was  going  to 
take  a  bait,  and  he  did  not.  There  was  a  general 
feeling  that  the  fish  ought  to  be  out  of  it,  and  as 
usual  there  were  plenty  of  folk  to  advise. 

The  keeper  intended  to  set  a  trimmer  from  the 
island  below,  but  this  would  require  a  boat  or 
deep  wading,  and  just  now  he  is  busy  trimming 
the  weeds  after  the  May-fly. 

After  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Medley  (who 
is  a  very  keen  fisherman)  last  night,  we  thought 
we  had  contrived  a  plan  to  get  this  fish.  To-day 
we  had  a  most  practical  trial  of  our  plan.  The 
only  live  bait  procurable  was  a  small  roach.  With 
this  and  his  rod  and  line,  Mr.  Medley  stationed 
himself  on  the  point  of  land  nearest  above  the 
fish,  while  I  took  a  position  on  the  road  opposite, 
where  I  could  see  the  fish.  The  next  thing  was  to 
establish  communication  over  the  stream.  This 
was  done,  after  a  few  failures  (for  the  river  is 
broad  here),  by  throwing  a  stone  across  attached 
to  a  string. 

This  string  was  tied  on  the  rod  line  just  above 
the  float  (an  old  bung),  then,  with  my  end  of  the 
string,  I  went  down  until  the  pike  was  in  a  line 
between  us,  and  slowly  drew  the  live  bait  out  in 
the  direction  of  the  fish,  Mr.  Medley  keeping  a 
sufficient  strain  on  his  winch  for  the  bait  to  clear 
weeds,  which  were  well  out  of  water  here. 
When  the  small  roach  dangled  immediately  over 
where  the  pike  lay  we  both  slacked  down,  and 
in  went  the  roach  almost  within  a  foot  of  the  fish. 

Immediately  there  was  a  huge  swirl  in  the 
water,  and  a  general  exclamation,  “  He  has  got 
it,”  for  by  this  time,  being  on  the  public  road 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  of  course  a 
large  audience  had  assembled. 

My  end  of  the  line,  now  become  useless,  was 
abandoned  to  the  stream.  It  was  mutually  agreed 
to  give  him  (the  fish)  ten  minutes,  while  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  round  to  assist  in  gaffing  him.  However, 
on  reaching  the  other  bank — a  good  five  minutes’ 
walk — I  found  to  my  disappointment  that  Mr. 
Medley  had  just  reeled  in  the  live  bait,  not 
much  the  worse  for  wear,  the  fish  having  dropped 
it.  As  the  pike  had  taken  the  bait  with  such  a 
will  the  first  time,lwe  concluded  to  try  him  again. 

The  same  manoeuvres  were  gone  through  with 
string  and  stone,  I  having  to  walk  all  the  way 
back  again.  This  time  we  agreed  that  it  would 
be  best  to  strike  immediately  the  fish  took  the 
bait,  as  the  two  large  hooks  on  a  small  bait  gave 
a  chance  of  them  fixing  themselves. 

The  bait  was  let  down  in  exactly  the  same  spot, 
and  this  time  the  pike  took  it  quite  quietly  with¬ 
out  moving  the  water,  although  not  very  deep. 

Mr.  Medley  struck  smartly  and  there  was  a 
mighty  commotion,  then  two  or  three  determined 
rushes,  the  fish  in  his  plunges  showing  to  the 
geiieral  admiration  of  the  audience.  The  weeds. 
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began  to  collect  round  the  line  and  bung,  the  fish 
also  buried  himself  in  a  mass  of  growing  weeds, 
and  by  the  time  I  reached  the  opposite  bank 
everything  seemed  most  hopeless. 

The  rod,  which  was  rather  a  slight  one,  had  no 
power  to  move  this  mass  of  mixed  weeds  and  fish. 
A  countryman  we  tried  to  persuade  to  go  in  and 
stir  up  the  weeds,  got  as  far  as  divesting  himself 
of  his  boots  and  socks,  but,  after  wetting  his 
feet  and  clutching  on  to  bank,  declined  to  go 
farther.  I  have  an  idea  he  w'as  afraid  of  the  fish. 
After  this,  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  a  pull  on 
the  line — luckily  a  very  stout  one  and  new.  This 
was  done,  Mr.  Sledley  reeling  up  the  few  inches 
we  got  at  a  pull.  There  must  have  been  forty 
pounds  of  weeds  alone  on  the  line  ! 

At  last  something  seemed  to  give,  and  the  line, 
with  a  huge  bundle  of  water-crowsfoot  at  the 
end,  came  into  the  bank  of  the  side  stream.  No 
doubt  the  fish  made  a  bolt  up,  assisting,  but  as  we 
could  see  nothing  of  this,  naturally  concluded  by 
the  sudden  slacking  of  the  line  the  fish  was  gone. 
But  as  Mr.  Medley  was  stooping  to  clear  some  of 
the  weeds,  a  yellow  side  showed  out  from  under 
them,  and  Mr.  Medley  promptly  sent  the  gaff 
home  into  this,  and  the  next  instant  the  pike 
was  kicking  in  the  meadow. 

For  the  time  of  the  year  the  fish  was  in  very 
good  condition,  having  a  remarkably  broad  back. 

This  is  another  very  good  riddance  out  of  the 
Test,  and  will  save  the  lives  of  many  a  trout  and 
grayling. 
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side,  besides  the  following  which  form  (also)  the 
Castle  Grant  Water  of  tbe  right  bank,  65  miles 
in  extent.  Bridge  Pool,  the  Lurig,  Buin  a’  Bord, 
Long  Pool,  Slope  Tomish,  the  Slates,  Bie’  Yalley, 
Uish-in-ou,  Slopinech  Krach,  Slope  Garrow, 
Sluggan  dhu,  Garrow  Pool,  Slope  Chamnie, 
Upper  Port,  Pool  na’  choisk,  Cromdale  Scream, 
Sturndaye,  Pool  Chroin,  Pollowick,  Dunbar’s  Pool. 

Tulchan,  b  miles  left  bank,  and  Advie,  5  miles 
right  bank  (both  Lady  Seafield),  fish  Dellifure 
burn  mouth.  Pool  Nouran,  Buin  Challan,  Slope  an 
rhoan,  Dhu  Pool,  Stream  of  Dalvey,  George’s 
Pool,  Pool  Chroam,  Buin  chruim.  Rock  Pool, 
Pool  Charrie,  Speanick,  Tulchan  Bridge,  Burn 
of  Tulchan,  Straan  Pool,  Pool  n’  cheisk. 

Lady  Seafield’s  fisheries  on  this  part  of 
Spey  all  put  together  extend  to  15  miles  of 
river,  including  both  banks,  and  are  for  the  most 
part  let  along  with  the  lodges  and  shootings. 
A  fine  stretch,  however,  of  the  Castle  Grant  water 
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THE  SPEY  AT  DEUMGASK. 

has  this  year  been  taken  on  by  Mr.  INIacdonald,  of 
the  Grant  Arms,  Grantown,  in  order  to  provide 
salmon  and  grilse  angling,  which  his  guests  may 
have  by  arrangement. 

Farther  up  the  river  than  the  Dulnain  Mouth 
Cast,  which  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dulnain — one  of 
the  Spey’s  largest  tributaries — neither  salmon  nor 
grilse  angling  is  of  much  account  at  any  season. 
About  the  best  casts  on  the  respective  beats  of 
Lady  Seafield’s  fifteen  miles  of  river  are  :  Dulnain 
Mouth,  Little  Stream,  Tarrigmore,  Church  Stream, 
Pool-na  Gower,  Bridge  Pool,  Garrow  Pool,  Crom¬ 
dale  Stream,  Dunbar’s  Pool,  Dhu  Pool,  George’s 
Pool,  Rock  Pool. 

Fitcroy  (Sir  George  McPherson  Grant,  Bart.), 
3f  miles,  left  bank :  Cragganmore,  Back  0’  the 
Wood  o’  Callender,  Pollnacloich,  Burn  Mouth  of 
Aoun,  Balleneilen,  Tail  of  A’en,  Boonjarg,  Mill, 
Rf-d  Bank,  Kiln,  Boat,  Craigroy,  Pollnakeest,  the 
Slabs,  Pollarder. 

Ballindalloch  (Sir  George  McPherson  Grant, 
Bart.),  miles,  fishes  the  casts  from  the  Tulchan 


and  Advie  boundary  right  down  to  and  including 
the  Kiln  Pool. 

Fitcroy  Water,  right  bank,  3|  miles,  contains 
the  Boat  Cast,  Craigroy,  Pollnakeest,  the  Slabs, 
Pollarder,  Stony  Island,  Stream  Pot,  Sole,  the 
Craig,  Sleeach,  Craig  neech.  Long  Pool.  Down^ 
to  Pollarder  it  is  the  property  of  Sir  Gei 
McPherson  Grant,  Bart. ;  of  the  rest  Lord  Elgin 
is  proprietor. 

KnocTcando  (Lady  Seafield),  left  bank,  3^  miles, 
fishes  from  the  other  side  the  same  casts  as 
Pitcroy  down  from  Stony  Island,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  other  casts :  Polleek,  Island  Rowry,  Pool- 
vrenin,  Craigsteel,  Pool  a  voolin,  ^Midstream, 
Green  Bank. 

Laggan  (Lady  Seafield),  3  miles,  left  bank> 
Bellmoonick,  Macgregor’s  Ilaugh,  Curlingstone,'- 
Gregee,  Bridge  Pool,  Basin,  Dornie,  Gas  Pool,'^ 
Dellchabble,  and  Dellbreck.  J 

Carron  (Loi’d  Elgin),  4f  miles,  right  bank,  fishes. 

from  that  bank  the  same  casts  asj 
Knockando  (from  Polleek  down¬ 
wards)  and  Laggan. 

Wester  Elchies  (Lady  Seafield),  2_  ^ 
miles,  left  bank :  Pool  o’  Brock,  Horse  r. 
Hole,  Pollachree,  Dellagueel,  Little 
Turn,  Rhine,  Polshooan,  the  Craig. 

Aberlonr  Water,  miles  right  bank, 
contains  the  same  casts  as  Wester 
Elchies  down  to  the  Craig,  and  is  ' 
the  property  of  Lord  Elgin.  tj 

Aherlour  Water  (J.  R.  Findlay),  left  V 
bank,  1  mile,  contains  the  Boat  and] 
Campbell’s  Pool,  and  Aherlour  Water,"' 
right  bank.  If  miles  (J.  R.  Findlay),'; 
fishes  the  Boat,  Campbell’s  Pool, ! 
Breemy  Isle,  Miller’s,  and  the 
Tunnell.  Mr.  Findlay  rents  Lord 
Elgin's  portion  of  the  Aherlour' 
water. 

Easter  Elchies  (Lady  Seafield),  2^ 
miles,  left  bank:  Breemy  Isle,  Miller’s, ' 
the  Tunnell,  the  Slabs,  Doo’s  Nest,"' 
Boat  of  Fiddich,  Heathery  Isle,  the  ^ 
Dip,  Red  Craig,  Lady  Howe,  the ' 
Piles. 

Craigellachie  Water  (Alex.  Edwards) 
one  mile,  right  bank;  the  Slabs,-' 
Doo’s  Nest,  Boat  of  Fiddich.  The 
fine  new  hotel  at  Craigellachie — very^' 
soon  to  be  ready — will  most  likely  i 
have  connected  with  it  the  fishing  on 
this  section. 

Arndilly  (Mrs.  Stewart-Menzies),  2 
miles,  right  bank  :  Heathery  Isle,  thi 
Dip,  Red  Craig,  Lady  Howe,  the  Pile' 
Bulwark,  Jock’s  Tail,  Gilmour,  Strea: 
of  Cobble  Pot,  the  Soo,  Long  Pool. 

Arndilly  (Lady  Seafield),  If  mile; 
left  bank,  fishes  from  that  bank  th 
Arndilly  casts  of  the  other  bank  from 
the  Bulwark  downward. 

Seafield  (Lady  Seafield),  1^  miles, 
left  bank,  and  Aikenway  (Stewart 
Menzies)  1^  miles  right  bank,  both 
fish  Tam  Mair’s  Crook,  Sandyhill, 
Carnegie,  Green’s  land,  Greentrees,' 
Sourden,  Haddock,  Island. 

Delfiur  (Lady  Seafield),  both  banks, 
2^  miles :  Holly  Bush,  Two  Stones, 
Beaufort,  Otter  Hole,  Back  of  Broom, 
Burn  of  Collie,  Bridge  Pool. 

Gordon  Castle  (Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon),  both  banks,  ten  miles,  contains 
numerous  other  little  casts  in  addition  to  the 
following  large  lot,  every  one  of  which  yields^ 
S])lendidly  in  autumn :  Sandy,  Couperee,  Cairiit_ 
Stream, Twenty-pounds  Pool, Turn,  Rock,  Altdarg 
Lennox  Water,  Green  Bank,  Grilse,  Dipple,  Uppe 
Bulwark,  Bridge,  Lower  Bulwark,  Quarry,  CumI 
berland’s  Ford,  Stynie,  Braehead,  Long  Pool, 
Essel,  Railway  Arch,  the  Rake. 

In  the  twenty  miles  of  river  between  the 
TuHhan  and  Advie  stretches  and  the  Duke  of 
Richmond’s  fishery,  probably  the  best  pools  and 
casts  on  the  several  fisheries,  beginning  with 
the  Pitcroy  section  and  going  downward,  are 
Boonjarg,  the  Mill,  Red  Bank,  Boat,  Craigroy, 
Pollarder,  Polleek,  Craigsteel,  Dellmoonick, 
Gregee,  Bridge  Pool,  Dellchabble,  Pool  O’Brock 
Horse  Pool,  Pollachree,  the  Boat,  Campbellsf 
Breemy  Isle,  the  Tunnell,  the  Slabs,  Boat  c 
Fiddich,  the  Dip,  Lady  Howe,  Bulwark,  Jock’ 
Tail,  Gilmour,  Sandyhill,  Greentrees,  Sourdeni 
Holly  Bush,  Two  Stones,  IBack  of  Broom. 


THE  SPEY. 

ITS  POSITION,  AND  ROD  SALMON 
FISHERIES. 


Bv  W.  Mikdoch. 


As  a  salmon  river  the  Spey  is  naturally  a 
magnificent  one,  possessing  itself  and  its  tribu¬ 
taries  along  with  it  extraordinary  reproductive 
resources  and  angling  possibilities.  No  Scottish 
river  in  its  catchment  area  contains  better  or 
more  extensive  spawning  grounds,  and  certainly 
not  one  exhibits  continuously  for  forty  or  fifty 
miles  a  nicer  variety  of  water,  or  of  water  so 
admirably  suited  for  angling  at  all  seasons  for  the 
migratory  Salmonidce.  But,  alas,  the  Spey  is  not 
what  it  should  be — no,  nor  anything  like  it.  The 
whole  season  for  netting  throughout,  its  angling 
possibilities  are  given  no  chance,  consequently  in 
the  breeding  season  there  are  few 
grilse,  or  salmon  of  the  spring  and 
summer  migrations — those  fish  that 
push  farthest  inland  —  forward  to 
occupy  the  great  ranges  of  spawning 
grounds  of  the  upper  waters  and  far 
inland  tributaries.  But  for  the  fright¬ 
ful  racking  it  gets  by  reason  of  the 
netting  being  so  fiercely  and  con¬ 
stantly  plied,  both  in  itself  and  on  its 
coast  line,  there  is  absolute  warrant 
for  saying  that  for  angling  results  and 
yield  of  fish  to  the  nets  the  Spey  would 
from  year  to  year  be  foremost  of  all 
the  rivers  of  Scotland.  The  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon  practically 
farms  the  whole  fishery,  since  hetake.«, 
during  the  netting  season,  to  himself 
the  whole  of  the  fish  caught  on  the 
coast,  and  almost  every  one  that 
enters  the  river.  The  other  pro¬ 
prietors  whose  interests  are  nearest 
and  dearest — and  certainly  not  small 
■ — are,  in  my  opinion,  more  blamable 
than  his  Grace  for  the  state  of  matters 
that  exists.  If  ever  the  river  is  to 
be  improved  for  angling  to  an  extent 
worthy  of  it,  and  so  made  productive 
of  salmon  in  proportion,  it  is  clearly 
the  duty  of  the  upper  proprietors,  and 
not  of  his  Grace,  to  first  move  in  the 
matter.  Were  the  whole  Spey  fishery 
j  udiciously  managed  with  a  due  regard 
for  both  the  angling  and  the  netting 
interests,  nothing  natural,  so  far  as  I 
can  see, .would  prevent  the  angling  in 
spring  and  summer  along  most  of  the 
best  of  the  river  from  being  as  excel¬ 
lent  in  respect  of  place  and  season  as 
it  is  in  autumn  on  some  lower  lengths 
and  on  the  Duke’s  own  fishery,  which 
from  the  beginning  of  September  to 
the  middle  of  October  is,  by  a  con¬ 
siderable  way,  the  most  productive 
rod  fishery  in  Scotland. 

The  Spey  is  only  fairish  as  a  front¬ 
ing  river,  but  a  large  number  of  its 
tributaries  are  very  good.  The  lower 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of  river  possess 
beautiful  runs  and  pebbly  shallows, 
which  in  spring  and  autumn  are 
quite  famous  for  finnock  or  whitling 
angling.  Sea-trout  also  if  given  the 
chance,  by  spates,  of  getting  forward,  afford  in 
these  same  stretches  splendid  sport  during  the 
summer  months. 

Between  the  Lochindorb  stretch  and  the  sea, 
there  are  almost  two  hundred  named  salmon 
casts  and  pools  of  which,  in  this  forty-five  miles 
of  river,  the  principal  (pretty  much  in  order 
,g  ing  seaward)  are : — Lochindorb  (Lady  Seafield), 
25  miles  in  extent,  left  bank;  Dulmain  mouth, 
Fool  Christie,  Saddlestone,  Struanach,  Little 
Stream,  Tarrigmore,  Craggan  stripe. 

Revack  (Lady  Seafield),  3i  miles,  has  from  the 
right  bank  the  same  casts  as  Lochindorb,  and 
also  the  following  opposite  the  Castle  Grant 
section  of  the  left  bank:  Little  Sand,  Church 
Stream,  Clachan  -  leish,  Pool-Achloich,  Buin 
Yarran,  Pool-na-Gower,  Slope  Andra,  Slope 
Hamish,  Clach  -  na  -  Stroon,  Clachan  Uran, 
Buin’uan,  Big  Stream. 

The  Castle  Grant  Water  (Lady  Seafield), 
7.\  miles,  left  bank,  includes  the  Revack  casts 
from  the  Lochindorb  boundary  on  the  opposite 
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POLLACK  FISHING. 


By  Tempo. 


Every  angler  has,  I  presume,  heard  of  pollack 
fishing,  but  how  many  have  ever  caught  one  of 
these  active,  vigorous  fish ;  and  further,  how 
many  have  visited  the  seaside  with  the  sole  object 
of  having  a  day  amongst  them  ?  Not  many 
London  anglers,  I  am  inclined  to  believe ;  yet 
pollack  fishing  is  so  simple  and  fascinating  that 
I  am  surprised  it  has  not  yet  attained  the  place 
it  deserves  in  the  angler’s  estimation.  Whether 
this  is  owing  to  a  preference  for  what  may  be 
termed  general  salt  water  fishing — catch  what 
you  can — I  know  not,  but  I  am  convinced  that 
those  who  have  not  yet  battled  with  a  51b.  pollack, 
and  have  confined  their  efforts  to  capturing  dabs, 
plaice,  whiting,  and  such  like,  are  much  in  the 
same  categoi’y  as  the  river  angler  who  confines 
himself  exclusively  to  coarse  fishing  and  has 
never  landed  a  trout. 

The  question  of  salt-water  fishing  has  now 
become  of  vast  importance  in  consequence  of  the 
large  number  of  anglers  who  have  become  inte¬ 
rested  in  it.  The  recent  formation  of  the  British 
Sea  Angling  Society  may  be  taken  as  a  proof  of 


tain  them,  and  they  may  be  caught  at  nearly  all 
times  of  the  year,  though  the  months  of  August 
and  September  are  the  besi  in  most  waters. 
The  average  weight  of  the  fish  caught  when 
angling  for  them  is  l^lb.  or  21b.  each,  but  fish 
of  41b.  or  51b.  are  by  no  means  uncommon.  At 
Plymouth  they  are  often  caught  as  heavy  as  81b., 
and  a  131b.  fish  may  occasionally  be  had  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  smaller  ones.  When  first  brought 
out  of  the  water,  the  pollack  is  green  and  brown 
above,  with  a  delicate  play  of  pink,  gold,  and 
silver  underneath ;  but  shortly  after  he  is  dead 
he  turns  dirty  brown  above  and  dirty  white 
below,  resembling  nothing  so  much  as  the  prosaic 
cod-fish  as  seen  when  on  the  fishmonger’s  slab. 
The  fish  is  of  the  Gadidie  family,  and  has  a 
taint  of  the  whiting  about  it.  The  body  is  of  a 
longish  shape,  it  has  three  dorsal  fins,  the  lower 
jaw  projects  beyond  the  upper,  and  the  tail  is 
slightly  forked.  When  first  taken  he  is  lithe  and 
graceful,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  the  general  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  fish  deteriorates  after  death. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  the  manner  in  which 
pollack  are  caught  is  exceedingly  simple,  and  any 
angler  who  can  use  the  Nottingham  style  would 
have  no  difficulty  therein,  provided  of  course 
that  he  goes  where  the  fish  are  located.  There 
are  four  principal  modes,  viz,,  trailing,  trolling. 


starts  on  his  expedition,  and  it  then  only  remains 
for  him  to  slip  the  line  through  the  lead  and 
attach  the  former  to  the  swivel,  fix  the  bait,  and 
all  is  ready. 

If  the  angler  decides  to  trail  his  line  in  the 
usual  style,  and  is  obliged  to  row  the  boat  him¬ 
self,  he  will  use  the  artificial  sand-eel  as  bait,  for, 
unless  an  underlying  rock  or  a  heavy  fish  breaks 
his  gear,  he  will  not  have  the  trouble  to  re-bait. 
Having  first  set  the  boat  in  motion  he  lets  out 
about  20  yards  of  line,  and  continues  rowing  to 
keep  his  bait  clear  of  the  bottom.  If  the  water 
is  deep  more  line  must  be  given,  and  then  the 
check  should  be  placed  on  the  winch,  and  the  rod 
laid  pointing  over  the  stern.  The  angler  con¬ 
tinues  to  row  steadily  near  the  rocks  or  over 
sunken  ones,  and  as  the  line  is  trailed  the  arti¬ 
ficial  bait  spins  and  resembles  a  good-sized 
natural  sand-worm.  Immediately  a  fish  takes 
the  bait  it  hooks  itself,  and  the  line  is  prevented 
from  going  out  too  quickly  by  the  check  upon 
the  winch.  The  angler,  however,  must  im¬ 
mediately  let  go  the  oars,  pick  up  his  rod,  and 
play  the  fish.  He  then  recommences  to  trail  in 
the  manner  already  described.  In  order  that  the 
oars  shall  not  be  lost  if  washed  overboard  by  the 
action  of  the  waves  they  should  be  attnched  to 
the  rowlocks  by  a  short  length  of  whip-cord. 
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this,  whilst  members  of  the  various  London  Clubs, 
as,  for  instance,  the  Gresham  Angling  Society, 
the  New  Albion  Piscatorials  and  others,  occasion¬ 
ally  visit  the  coast  to  enjoy  angling  for  salt¬ 
water  fish.  The  main  idea,  however,  has  usually 
been  to  fish  from  a  pier,  jetty,  or  boat,  and 
endeavour  to  bring  home  as  large  a  quantity  of 
miscellaneous  fish  as  possible.  I  hope,  however, 
that  this  year  they  will  endeavour  to  get  among 
the  pollack,  and  if  successful,  I  am  sure  dabs 
and  whiting  will  take  a  secondary  place,  and 
pollack  fishing  will  be  their  chief  sport  at  the 
seaside  in  the  future. 

So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  most  dashing 
salt-water  fish  is  the  mackerel,  but  he  does  not 
attain  the  size  required  to  test  the  angler’s  skill 
or  ability,  but  pollack  of  81b.  or  91b.  are  often 
caught,  and  owing  to  their  being  strong,  desperate 
fish,  they  give  excellent  sport  and  require  all 
the  angler’s  ingenuity  to  land  them.  On  nearly 
all  parts  of  the  coast  these  fish  are  to  be  met 
with,  and  it  would  be  useless  to  enumerate  the 
various  places ;  but  Torbay,  Budleigh  Salterton, 
Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  Ilfracombe,  Bognor, 
Folkestone,  Deal,  and  Flamborough  Head,  may 
all  be  mentioned  favourably.  Almost  any  stretch 
of  water  where  there  are  projecting  rocks  or 
reefs  which  underlie  the  sea  will  be  sure  to  con- 


float,  and  fly-fishing.  In  each  instance  the  rod. 
should  be  strong,  pliable,  and  well  made.  Of 
course  a  fly  rod  must  be  used  for  casting  the 
fly,  and  when  the  angler  only  wishes  to  carry  one 
rod  a  short  joint  should  also  be  carried  to  take  the 
place  of  the  top  joint,  though  it  is  best  to  use  a 
heavier  rod  for  trailing.  The  winch  should  be  a 
wooden  centre-pin,  with  check  action,  and  capable 
of  carrying  at  least  80  yards  of  line.  This  class 
of  winch  is  admirably  suited  for  long  distance 
casting,  and  when  required  the  check  can  be 
placed  on  the  line  by  merely  pressing  a  button. 
The  reel  is  also  improved,  so  far  as  its  water- 
resisting  qualities  are  concerned,  by  being  dressed 
with  either  a  thin  coating  of  red  deer  fat  or 
white  spirit  varnish,  which  should  be  allowed  a 
couple  of  days  to  harden  before  the  winch  is  used. 
The  line  should  be  of  dressed  plaited  silk  of 
medium  substance.  For  trailing  or  trolling  a 
gut  length  of  one  yard  should  be  attached  to  the 
line  by  a  swivel,  then  place  another  swivel,  and 
finally  add  another  similar  length  of  gut,  the 
former  piece  to  be  a  trifle  stouter  than  the  latter. 
Before  fixing  the  first  swivel  a  rather  heavy 
{3oz)  weight  lead  (barrel  shaped)  should  be  put 
on  the  line,  which  will  fall  into  its  right  position 
as  scon  as  the  swivel  is  attached  to  the  latter.  The 
trace  can  be  already  arranged  before  the  angler 


then  they  will  not  be  carried  beyond  reach. 
Some  fishermen  use  the  natural  worm  as  bait. 
It  is  then  merely  hooked  through  the  head  (for 
trailing),  and  not  placed  on  the  hook  so  as  to 
cover  the  hook  itself  as  in  float  fishing.  There 
are,  however,  many  advantages  which  the  arti¬ 
ficial  bait  has  over  the  natural  one.  It  is  brighter, 
stronger,  the  hook  is  in  the  centre  instead  of  at 
one  end,  and  is  thus  more  likely  to  hook  the  fish, 
and  finally  it  spins  more  attractively,  and  is  of 
less  trouble  to  the  angler.  There  is  no  difficulty 
in  detecting  the  bite  of  a  pollack.  It  is  a  hold 
snap,  and  at  first  gives  one  the  idea  that  the  fish 
is  much  larger  than  it  really  is — there  is  a  decided 
tug,  the  line  tightens,  and  the  top  joint  twitches. 
It  is  best  to  let  the  fi.-h  have  full  play  as  they  have 
rather  tender  mouths,  the  skin  having  a  tendency 
to  slit  where  the  hook  enters,  nevertheless  an 
easy  strain  must  be  kept  on  the  fish,  otherwise 
if  the  line  is  loosened  at  all  the  hook  is  likely  to 
be  shaken  out  of  its  holding  on  account  of  the  slit 
made  in  the  skin.  A  landing  net  is  absolutely 
essential,  for  one  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  hook 
a  101b.  or  121b.  fish.  Having  thus  described  trail¬ 
ing  for  pollack,  which  is  generally  a  most  success¬ 
ful  method,  I  will  now  deal  briefly  with  trolling. 

If  this  is  done  from  a  boat,  the  oarsman  should 
!  row  to  the  vicinity  where  the  rocks  abound.  On 
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some  coasts  they  are  reefs,  whilst  in  other 
localities  the  rocks  extend  from  the  land  into  the 
sea.  I  consider  it  hest  to  trail  near  the  reefs,  but 
fortrolling  purposes  the  boat  should  be  anchored 
about  twenty  or  thirty  yards  away.  The  angler 
then  takes  the  check  from  the  winch,  and  casts 
the  bait  close  to  the  rocks  ;  then  wind  up  the  line, 
and  repeat  the  cast.  If  unsuccessful  in  one  place, 
move  further  along  the  reef  keeping  the  boat  the 
same  distance  away.  In  trolling  near  the  rocks 
on  the  sea  shore  the  angler  proceeds  in  exactly 
the  same  manner,  only  he  chooses  rather  deep 
water,  and  throws  the  bait  in  towards  the  shore. 
If  the  sea  be  too  rough  to  fish  from  a  boat,  it  can 
be  done  from  the  rocks.  First  get  a  safe  footing 
on  a  ledge,  and  cast  the  bait  as  far  out  to  sea  as 
possible,  letting  it  sink  moderately — not  too  far 
or  it  may  get  hung  up  in  the  weeds.  In  fact, 
whilst  fishing  in  this  way  for  the  first  time  an 
accident  or  two  of  this  kind  is  almost  sure  to 
happen,  therefore  I  strongly  advise  the  angler  to 
carry  at  least  half-a-dozen  extra  baits  and  leads. 
In  drawing  the  bait  towards  the  shore  do  not  be 
in  too  great  haste  to  withdraw  it  from  the  water, 
as  the  fish  invariably  lie  close  up  to  the  rocks, 
and  have  been  known  to  take  the  bait  after  it  has 
ceased  to  spin.  In  float  fishing  the  depth  of 
the  water  should  be  ascertained  by  the  ]dumb, 
and  the  bait  should  sink  about  three-quarters  of 
the  distance.  The  float  should  be  rather  large, 
a  porcupine  quill  well  covered  with  cork  (painted 
green  underneath  and  white  above),  and  cajiable 
of  holding  a  small  loz.  barrel-shaped  lead,  or  a 
good  number  of  shots.  The  lead  is  less  trouble, 
and  sinks  the  bait  quickly.  The  gut  bottom  need 
only  be  two  yards  long,  fine,  but  strong,  and  in 
this  instance  the  worm  should  be  placed  on  the 
hook  in  the  usual  manner.  Mussels  are  also 
successfully  used  as  bait  when  float  fishing. 
The  novice  had  I)etter  ask  an  “  old  salt  ”  the  way 
to  open  and  use  them,  he  will  then  learn  to 
take  the  mussel  out  of  the  shell  whole.  The 
small  hard  piece  is  first  placed  on  Ihe  hook, 
then  a  twist  is  made  and  the  point  thrust  through 
the  body  of  the  mussel,  which  is  firm  because 
it  has  not  been  injured  when  taken  from  the 
shell.  This  operation  is  not  so  easily  done  as 
may  be  imagined,  and  in  case  the  angler  finds 
he  cannot  succeed  in  doing  it  he  had  better  buy 
some  mussels  beforehand  and  boil  them.  They 
then  come  out  of  the  shell  whole,  and  are  some¬ 
times  very  seductive. 

Finally,  a  few  words  in  regard  to  fly-fishing.  No 
salt-water  fish  rise  more  readily  to  the  artificial  fly 
than  pollack,  and  in  this  way  a  large  number 
of  them  are  taken.  The  fish  is  very  playful, 
and  is  often  to  be  seen  gamboling  on  the  surface 
of  the  water,  of  course  in  the  vicinity  of  its 
haunt — the  rocks.  If  one  can  be  rowed  to  a 
rock  which  stands  surrounded  by  water,  he  may 
find  sufficient  sport  to  last  him  the  day  by 
fishing  from  the  rock,  and  ordering  the  boat  to 
return  at  a  given  time.  Of  course,  if  he  goes 
on  the  rock  at  high  water  he  is  likely  to  be  safe 
though  he  remain  there  until  the  tide  ebbs  and 
flows  again.  The  fly  is  generally  a  white  bit  of 
feather,  fastened  to  an  ordinary  hook,  though 
the  tackle  makers  have  other  fancy  baits,  and 
in  clear  warm  weather  this  is  an  excellent  mode 
of  fishing.  Twenty  or  thirty  pounds  of  fish  is 
not  an  unusual  weight  for  a  single  line  to  take  in 
one  day  under  favourable  circumstances,  and 
whilst  fishing  for  pollack  an  occasional  bass 
may  be  had.  In  fact,  this  is  a  glorious  pastime, 
and  those  who  have  never  tried  it  would  be  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  what  an  active,  game  antagonist 
is  a  51b.  pollack.  With  the  artificial  sand  eel, 
too,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  bait  is  obviated, 
and  the  angler  has  only  to  get  amongst  the 
rocks  to  also  get  amongst  the  fish. 


Dixsd.\le  Daii.— -It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Dinsdale 
dam,  on  the  lees,  is  doomed.  In  concluding  his 
able  report  on  it  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  0.  C. 
Fryer,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  says  :  “  I  conclude, 
therefore,  that  it  is  eminently  desirable,  in  the 
interest  of  the  Tees  fisheries,  that  Dinsdale  dam 
should  be  removed,  and  that  there  is  no  reason 
to  doubt  the  ‘  propriety  of  assenting  to  the  prayer  ’ 
9,^  petition  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of 
the  Tees  fishery  district ;  and  I  recommend  that 
the  prayer  of  such  petition  should  be  assented  to, 
and  that  a  I’rovisional  Order  should  be  made 
accordingly.” 


RANDOM  NOTES. 

THE  WEATHER,  FISH,  STYLES,  &c. 


By  0.  0.  D. 


What  is  coming  to  the  weather?  The  hedges 
look  as  if  the  contents  of  a  flour  mill  had  been 
]ioured  over  them.  In  some  parts  of  the  country 
grubs  and  caterpillars  are  so  scarce  that  crows 
are  robbing  the  smaller  birds  of  their  young. 
How  vegetation  keeps  iilive  is  a  mystery  to  me, 
for  although  in  some  localities  there  has  not  been 
a  drop  of  rain  for  over  ten  weeks,  day  after  day 
there  is  scarcely  a  cloud  to  be  seen  in  the  steel- 
grey  sky ;  in  short,  “  The  commonplace  sun,  in 
the  commonplace  sky,  makes  up  the  common¬ 
place  day,”  with  a  vengeance.  From  the  papers 
f  gather  that  anglers  generally  have  got  that 
highly  objectionable  protuberance  termed  the 
“  humj^  ”  pretty  fully  developed,  and  that  there 
are  grave  fears  of  a  water  famine.  One  cannot 
wonder  at  it.  One  of  those  fine  daj’S,  when 
London  has  been  decimated  with  some  plague  or 
epidemic,  we  shall  begin  to  put  a  stop  to  river 
pollution,  construct  additional  reservoirs,  and  dig 
wells  like  mad.  In  reference  to  this  water  supply, 
and  I  may  include  river  pollution,  I  should  like 
to  give  that  ubiquitous,  farmer-like  gentleman, 
known,  termed,  or  designated  John  Bull,  such  a 
prod  with  one  particular  rod  spear  I  possess  that 
he  would  remember  to  the  end  of  his  days,  and 
wake  him  up  in  all  seriousness  to  the  gravity  of 
the  situation.  To  resume.  This  time  last  year 
Yvhere  I  could  get  thousands  of  Yvorms  I  cannot 
find  a  dozen  ;  but  I  have  picked  up  scores  in  the 
roads,  on  my  way  to  business,  writhing  and  dying 
in  the  dust.  There  is  no  freshness  in  anything, 
at  any  rate  not  what  I  call  freshness.  In  many 
jDlaces  the  grass  is  decidedly  not  green ;  the  roads, 
streets,  and  servers  are  in  a  very  bad  condition, 
especially  the  latter  (for  want  of  flushing),  and 
dust,  dinginess,  drought,  and  dry  rot  reign 
triumphant. 

“ Did  I  ever  know  such  weather?”  No;  and  I 
never  want  any  more.  I  read  in  a  paper  some 
time  back  that  the  sun  rvas  gradually  losing  its 
heat  (there  was  no  mistake  about  it),  and  in  about 
100,000  years  the  earth  would  bo  a  block  of  ice. 
It  does  not  look  much  like  it  at  present.  Where 
are  the  balmy  Springs  of  my  youth  ?  The  wild 
flowers  scattered  over  the  lea?  Where  the  light  and 
shade,  the  vernal  showers,  the  babbling  brooks, 
the  sparkling  rivers,  the  shadows  like  waves 
flitting  over  the  grass,  and  the  Ceylon-like 
breezes?  Gone.  Gone,  apparently  never  to 
return.  I  pity  the  fat  folk  this  weather.  I  have 
seen  some  monsters  of  late,  and  they  seem  to  do 
nothing  all  day  long  but  mop  their  brows,  grunt, 
and  gasp  for  breath.  Their  Falstaffian  bulk 
seems  an  utter  weariness  to  them. 

Gardening,  again,  is  simply  a  fraud.  I  know 
one  lady  who  has  nearly  broken  her  back  for  one 
dish  of  spinach.  My  neighbour,  for  instance,  has 
been  gardening  for  the  past  three  months  (let  him) ; 
result,  two  pennyworth  of  radishes,  hollow  as 
drums,  soft  as  pap,  and  hot  as  ginger.  No,  thanks. 

Old  Moore  and  all  the  weather  prophets  are 
bowled  over  to  a  man.  Read  them.  Most 
amusing.  I  have  clean  done  with  all  that  party. 
“  Oh  the  merry,  merry  sunshine  that  makes  the 
heart  so  gay.”  Does  it?  The  sunshine  may  be 
merry,  and  1  have  no  doubt  is  positively  revelling 
in  the  roasting  it  is  giving  us,  but  give  me  a  good 
old  flood,  frost,  hail  or  thunderstorm,  hurricane, 
whirlwind,  blast,  cyclone,  tornado,  or  even  a  snoYV 
storm ;  in  short,  anything  for  a  change. 

What  about  the  fish  ?  It  appears  to  me  that 
they  are  all  (or  nearly  all)  feeding  on  the  surface. 
Last  evening  at  Wimbledon  Lake  they  w'ere  rising 
in  hundreds,  and  to  one  taken  on  the  bottom  there 
were  ten  taken  on  and  near  the  surface.  For  the 
first  time  since  I  have  known  the  lake,  strange 
to  say,  I  saw  an  angler,  Yvho  evidently  understood 
his  business,  using  the  blow  line  with  consider¬ 
able  effect;  the  wind  was  just  right;  and  when 
the  roach  have  thoroughly  recovered  from  the 
operation  of  .spawning,  on  warm  days  I  do  not 
see  why  some  of  the  *'  tonkers  ”  should  not  be 
captured  by  adopting  this  method.  Another 
knowing  friend  of  mine  had  taken  eleven  or  twelve 
fish,  using  natural  baits,  on  a  verj’  fine  gut 
bottom  and  small  hook,  attached  to  a  two-yard 
length  of  Bulmer’s  celebrated  gossamer  gut.  The 
fish  Yverc  returned  of  course.  The  baits  included 
grubs,  caterpillars  (small  green  for  choice),  flies. 


various  (mainly  Cowdung),  which  he  easily 
captured  by  means  of  a  small  gauze  net  Yvhen  the 
flies  Yvere  on  the  excrement.  Depth  to  fish  from 
9in.  to  12in.,  attaching  a  piece  of  cork  about  the 
size  of  a  horse  bean  on  the  gut.  No  shots  are 
used.  Considerable  skill  is  necessary  in  striking, 
especially  if  a  too  short  rod  is  used,  for  there 
is  always  some  slack  line.  It  is  impossible  to 
prevent  it  when  getting  all  the  line  out  that  is 
possible  with  a  flft.  or  10ft.  rod.  The  anglers 
bottom  fishing  pure  and  simple  did  next  to 
nothing. 

I  saw  one  youth  hook  a  good  fish,  but,  instead 
of  playing  him  directly  from  the  reel,  he  began  to 
haul  down  line  with  his  right  hand  (seesaYV 
fashion).  Of  course  the  idiot  gave  slack,  and  the 
fish  easily  escaped — if  he  had  played  his  quarry 
directly  from  the  reel,  the  chances  are  10  to  1  the 
fish  could  not  have  escaped — and  with  a  face  as 
long  as  a  stocking  he  blurted  out :  “  Andarter  a- 
waiting  for  him  for  four  hours!”  Mind  it  is  not 
six  next  time. 

On  several  occasions  my  friend  who  was 
using  the  natural  baits,  has  taken  splendid  d-ice 
adopting  this  method,  when  so-called  anglers  fly¬ 
fishing  with  much  coarser  tackle,  i.e.,  thicker  gut, 
&c.,  could  not  take  a  fish,  notably  in  the  Thames 
and  Mole. 

Another  old  angler  writes:  “I  have  not  seen 
your  name  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  some  time. 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  you  and  have  a  chat  about 
Dagenham  Lake.  Fish  there  are  busy  spawning. 
Eels  are  and  have  been  YV'ell  on.  I  took  one  on 
Wednesday  last  11b.  13.ioz  ,  and  lost  another.  The 
old  lure,  small  dead  roach.  My  friend  Knight 
got  smashed  up  and  lost  his  bait  at  the  second 
run.”  I  think  the  bait  must  have  been  ripped 
clean  off  in  this  case. 

From  what  I  saw  at  Dagenham  Lake  one  day 
last  September,  I  think  this  water  will  maintain 
its  reputation  this  season,  and  the  sport,  as  far  as 
roach  and  bream  are  concerned,  should  be  good, 
not  forgetting  jack  and  carp.  With  respect  to 
the  latter  fish,  unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken, 
there  are  some  whoppers  in  the  lake — (1)  they 
Yvant  finding,  and  (2)  when  found,  as  usual,  they 
want  catching. 


anir  (t^ucrits 

Our  columns  are  scarcely  fitted  for  condo¬ 
lences,  yet  all  anglers  will  agree  to  think  with 
us  that  it  is  proper  to  say  some  words  of  bitter 
regret  for  the  alfliction  which  has  but  a  few  days 
ago  fallen  on  Major  John  P.  Traherne.  Mrs. 
Traherne’s  death  took  place  at  the  fishing  quarters 
her  husband  occupied  at  Killaloe,  where  not  less 
than  in  her  native  country  the  name  of  a  model 
gentlewoman  will  be  long  kept  in  sweet  remem¬ 
brance  by  all  who  knew  her. 


The  Sal-yion  Season  on  the  East  Coast. — The 
season  all  over  has  been  a  very  indifferent  one  to 
the  netter.  It  opened  fairly  well,  but  the  pro¬ 
longed  March  and  April  storms,  coupled  with  the 
adY'erse  winds,  drove  the  bulk  of  the  fish  off  the 
coast.  They  have  been  coming  away  more  freely 
during  the  past  three  weeks,  and  the  increased 
supply  during  that  short  period  has,  in  a  measure, 
redeemed  the  season  from  total  failure.  Up  to 
date,  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board,  who  farm 
their  own  fishings,  have  dropped  £1500  from  last 
year’s  receipts.  This  is  equal  to  25  per  cent,  of 
the  normal  average,  and  may  be  taken  as  a  fair 
index  to  the  state  of  matters  all  round.  The  fall 
has  been  entirely  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  fish,  as 
the  average  price  all  over  has  been  from  10  to  15 
per  cent,  over  last  year’s  rates. 

Scientific  Rese.arch  in  the  North  Sea. — The 
Fishery  Board  of  Scotland  have  j  ust  arranged  to 
co-operate  with  Professor  Paterssen,  of  Stock¬ 
holm,  in  regard  to  observations  on  the  physical 
condition  of  the  North  Sea.  That  specialist  is 
continuing  his  researches,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Swedish  and  Danish  Governments,  in  the 
Skegerrak,  Kategat,  Western  Baltic,  and  the 
eastern  part  of  the  North  Sea.  A  more  exact 
knowledge  of  the  temperature,  specific  gravity, 
and  composition  of  these  waters  may  prove  to  be 
of  considerable  value,  not  only  in  respect  of  geo¬ 
physics  and  meteorology,  but  of  some  important 
fishery  problems  also. 
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By  Mac. 

In  these  days  of  sublime  depression  in  angling, 
■when  on  no  account  will  the  larger  fish  cultivate 
piscator’s  acquaintance,  some  queer  things  would 
seem  to  be  happening,  if  accounts  can  be  credited. 
For  instance,  on  the  South  Esk  a  miller’s  duck 
bolted  the  bait,  and  went  away  with  the  whole 
equipment,  rod  and  all,  of  a  night-fisher.  On  the 
North  Esk  a  cat  in  the  darkness,  whilst  the 
angler  was  loading  his  pipe,  bolted  the  baited 
pirr  of  the  unsuspecting  piscator,  and  like 
lightning  went  off  through  the  alders  and  over 
the  fences  with  the  tackle  and  sixty  yards  of 
line.  In  Annandale  several  night  anglers  were 
fiercely  set  upon  by  a  batch  of  owls,  and  had  to 
beat  an  ignominious  retreat.  And,  to  cap  all, 
in  broad  daylight  an  eagle  recently  made  an 
attack,  swooping  several  times  down  on  an 
angler  of  one  of  the  Border  counties.  Hitherto  I 
have  strongly  favoured  the  preservation  of 
eagles,  but  if  they  are  now  to  attempt  the  man¬ 
slaughter  of  Her  Majesty’s  lieges,  it  is  high  time, 
I  think,  that  the  fiat  should  go  forth  lor  their 
extermination ! 


Never,  within  recollection,  has  salmon  angling 
at  this  time  of  the  year  been  so  poor  all  over 
Scotland.  In  many  rivers  there  are  still 
abundance  of  spring-run  fish,  but  they  are  now 
nearly  all  as  red  as  “  Tod  Lowry.”  They  posi¬ 
tively  refuse  the  fly,  and  only  by  the  merest 
fluke  can  one  be  got  with  it.  To  get  them  at  all 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  stalk  them  in  the 
foaming  white  water  and  deep,  strong  runs,  and 
even  then  the  angler  must  use  the  finest  of  tackle, 
and  keep  a  long  distance  off — which  means  “  oot  o’ 
sicht,”  as  Scotty  would  put  it.  Three  weeks  to  a 
month  ago  early  morning  and  late  evening 
fishing  did  best,  but  latterly  betw'een  nine  and 
one  o’clock  of  the  day,  the  scores,  such  as  they 
were,  have  chiefly  been  made.  Any  takes  got  in 
slack  water  have  been  almost  entirely  with  small 
prawn  and  minnow,  but  in  the  rough  places  and 
strong  deep  runs,  prawn  of  a  good  size  and 
parr  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  and  a  half 
inches  in  length  have  answered  best.  Only  for  a 
few  days  on  end  has  any  one  particular  bait 
answered,  the  fish  seeming  to  tire  of  it  thus 
quickly.  It  has,  therefore,  been  found  necessary 
to  alternate  the  baits  in  order  to  make  the  sport 
keep  up.  After  a  spate  the  taste  of  the  fish  no 
doubt  would  change,  and  then  for  several  days 
the  angler  would  most  likely  do  best  with  the  fly. 


Our  Sutherland  correspondent  writes:  “There 
is  a  very  good  appearance  of  sea-trout  in  the  Kyle 
of  Tongue.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Williams  killed 
six  fish  which  weighed  181b.,  heaviest  turned  the 
scale  at  4jlb.  Lovely  weather  at  Lairg — very 
warm,  dry,  and  bright.  On  Sunday  the  shaded 
maximum  thermometer  registered  76°  of  heat. 
The  lochs  and  streams  are  exceptionally  low,  and 
sport  in  consequence  not  so  good.” 


Johnnie  Sutherland,  of  Durness,  writes: 
“Here  we  have  most  lovely  weather,  but  the  last 
few  days  we  fished  the  Kyle  it  was  rather  calm, 
and  much  too  bright.  Also,  we  were  bothered  a 
lot  with  tangle  and  weed.  Never  in  all  my  ex¬ 
perience  have  I  seen  sea-trout  so  numerous  as 
now  ;  they  seem  to  be  literally  everywhere,  and, 
what  is  better,  they  are  a  splendid  average 
weight,  with  more  big  ones  amongst  them  than  I 
recollect  of  ever  having  seen  so  early.  The  spring 
tides  we  have  at  present  will,  I  trust,  clear  away 
the  weeds,  for  they  are  a  perfect  plague  for  foul¬ 
ing  the  line  and  baits  Fish  are  coming  in  in 
large  numbers  with  every  tide,  and  we  get  them 
just  at  the  entrance  as  they  appear,  and  when, 
therefore,  they  are  prettiest  and  in  the  highest 
perfection  of  condition.  Last  week,  Mr.  Davis, 
London,  had  as  good  sport  as  ever  I  have  known 
the  Kyle  to  yielu  in  the  first  week  of  .Tune.  For 
the  different  days  it  was  :  June  o,  27  sea-trout, 
flojlb.,  heaviest  fl^lb. ;  June  6,  31  sea-trout, 
fifiMb.,  heaviest  4lb.;  June  7,  19  sea-trout,  37^1b., 
heaviest  5|lb. ;  June  8,21  sea-trout,  351b.,  heaviest 
4'ilb. ;'June  9, '22 ‘sea-trout,  301b,,  heaviest  81b.; 
June  10, 13  sea-trout,  211b.,  heaviest  Jiilb.  Total, 
for  the  six  days,  133  sea-trout  weighing  •2l4-JlbV’ - 


A  PARSON  friend,  whose  renown  as  a  salmon - 
slayer  it  would  be  little  discredit  to  anyone  to 
envy,  says  he  has  heard  it  stated  that  “anglers  go 
out  in  the  morning  with  hope  and  return  in  the 
evening  smelling  of  whiskey,  and  the  truth  is  not 
in  them.” 


This  very  dry  weather  suits  just  admirably  the 
anglers  on  the  kyles  and  estuaries  of  the  north  of 
Scotland,  whereon  at  present  splendid  sport  is 
being  had,  for  the  reason  that  the  sea-trout  are 
“  in  ”  iu  great  numbers,  and  not  able  or  inclined 
to  push  inland  in  consequence  of  the  river  water 
being  so  low,  heated,  and  filthy. 


I  LEARN  that  on  the  Tongue  and  Durness  Kyles 
the  sport  that  trollers  with  the  sand-eel  are  having 
with  sea-trout  is  capital  in  the  meantime. 


Angling  for  the  orange-fin  and  jellow-fin  is 
now  getting  to  be  pretty  good  in  the  lower  lengths 
and  tideways  of  quite  a  number  of  Scotch  rivers, 
which  these  gamesome  little  fishes,  in  large  num¬ 
bers,  frequent  during  the  summer  months. 


G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes :  “  It  is  reported  that 
Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  Bart.,  M  P.,  is  to  have 
a  renewal  of  the  lease  of  Invercauld  fishings  and 
shootings.  Recently  he  and  his  party  concluded 
a  fortnight’s  angling  on  the  Invercauld  House 
water,  during  which  about  one  hundred  fish  were 
grassed.  Just  now  the  Invercauld  Hotel  water 
and  the  Morven  water  of  the  Dee  at  Ballater  are 
the  only  spots  in  the  north  of  Scotland  where 
salmon  angling,  such  as  it  is,  is  being  prosecuted 
with  much  success.  On  these  two  reaches  of  the 
Dee,  Mr.  Upcher  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Upcher,  who 
have  had  many  years’  experience  of  them,  have  done 
famously  for  ten  days  or  so ;  and  on  the  hotel  water 
Mr.  Murdoch  has  had  fourteen  fish  for  eight  days’ 
angling.  Only  one  day  had  he  an  empty  creel, 
and  that  day  was  truly  a  day  of  disaster,  for  he 
‘  rugged  ’  two  and  hooked  and  ran  no  less  than 
seven. fish,  four  of  which  were  brought  almost  to 
the  gaff,  and  yet  the  day  closed  blank.  He  attri¬ 
butes  his  failure  to  score  on  this  particular  day 
to  having  used  too  small  hooks  for  the  large 
minnows  which  the  fish  were  taking.  The  Aber¬ 
deen  Harbour  Commissioners  have  dropped  no 
less  a  sum  than  £1500  on  the  year’s  returns  up  to 
date.  ‘  Don’t,  for  goodness  sake,  say  water  again 
till  we  get  several  days’  heavy  rain,’  remarked 
to  me  that  veteran  angler  and  prince  of  good 
fellows,  Mr.  Edward  Drummond,  of  the  Ballogie 
fishines  ;  ‘there’s  no  Dee  now — simply  an  almost 
inv'sible  streak,  padded  all  along  with  two  feet  of 
algiu.’  ”  _ 

Our  Deveron  correspondent  writes  that :  “  Mr. 
Joseph  Bisset  brought  his  season’s  operations  in 
the  hatchery  to  a  conclusion  last  week,  when  he 
transferred  to  the  Deveron  over  60,000  salmon  fry. 
This  is  the  fifth  season  that  Mr.  Bisset  has 
brought  his  experiments  to  a  successful  close.” 


I  HEAR  from  our  North  Esk  correspondent 
that :  The  water  is  low  as  ever,  even  filthier 
than  before,  and  not  a  single  salmon  or  grilse 
coming  into  it.  In  the  tideway,  however,  the 
netters  are  getting  a  few  sea-trout  of  good  size. 
Along  the  coast  the  salmon  fishing  is  now  doing 
much  better,  but  for  the  month  of  June  the  aver¬ 
age  size  of  the  fish  is  small.  Grilse  are  not 
doing  so  well  as  might  now  be  expected,  and  they 
are  also  of  mixed  size.  I  hear  of  a  salmon  of  the 
great  weight  of  521b.  having  been  got  last  week 
at  the  West  Hayne  fishings,  hear  Arbroath. 
Trouting  has  proved  fair  on  the  whole  for  some 
time,  not  a  few  good  baskets  having  been  got 
with  the  worm  from  10  to  1  o’clock  of  the  day, 
and  with  the  natural  minnow  and  par-tail  about 
dusk  and  into  the  night.” 


Mr.  Archd.  Harper  -w^rites :  “The  anglars 
have  now  all  left  Loch  More.  The  river  tem¬ 
perature  has  gotuf)  to  72°.  Not  since  1887,  when 
it  reached  75^'  in  the  end  of  July-,  have  I  seen  it 
so  high.  It  is  now  clear  that  the  kelts  which 
did  not  get  tiraously  away  to  the  sea  owing  to 
the  low  state  of  the  river,  will  all,  or  nearly  all, 
die.  The  gillies  and  water  bailiff.s,aro  getting  a 
few  days'. salmon  angling  on  Loch  More.  This 
conocssion  is  highly,  appreciated  au  coming  from 
jihe  lessees,  who  ape  q-Jeo  giving  a  salmon'  tp  oaeb 


of  about  forty  householders  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thurso.  The  Scrabster  netting  has  improved 
very  much  lately,  and  a  good  head  of  salmon  and 
griise  is  now  found  to  be  in  Thurso  bay.” 


Our  Spey  correspondent  writes:  “Despite  the 
thunder  splashes  up  country  the  river  is  lower, 
and  matters  piscatorial  worser,  than  ever.  Only 
on  the  Tulchan  and  Ballindalloch  sections,  where 
there  are  fine  deep  rock  pools,  is  anything  worth 
speaking  of  being  done.  Fishing  there,  Mr. 
McCorquodale  and  friend  had  fourteen  fish  last 
week,  and  this  success  of  theirs,  the  whole  cir- 
cum.stances  considered,  must  be  regarded  as  note¬ 
worthy.  Good  trout  fishing  has  been  enjoyed 
for  some  weeks  back  between  the  hours  of  10  p.m. 
and  1  a.m.”  _ 


McBouncer  writeth  :  “I  have  from  time  to 
time  been  giving  examples  of  the  blunders  made 
by  Highland  gillies,  but  the  blunder  made  by  the 
head-keeper  at  Glen  L.  was  perhaps  the  most 
ludicrous  I  have  yet  recorded.  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and 
Miss  H.,  from  Yorkshire,  had  been  guests  at  Glen 
L.  during  the  shooting  season,  and  got  very  inti¬ 
mate  with  the  keeper,  to  whom  they  showed  a  good 
deal  of  kindness.  Seeing  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
Skye  terrier  in  the  keeper’s  possession,  Mr.  H. 
expressed  his  desire  to  get  two  pups — a  dog  and 
a  bitch — as  soon  as  available.  The  keeper  readily 
promised  to  send  the  two  pups  as  a  present.  In 
due  time  they  were  forwarded  by  rail  to  York¬ 
shire,  but,  unfortunately,  he  had  no  dog  pups  to 
spare.  After  seeing  them  off  all  right,  the  keeper 
went  to  the  village.post-office  and  wired  to  Mr.  H. 
as  follows  :  ‘  Have  just  despatched  by  rail  a  box 
containing  two  pups  as  promised.  Kind  regards 
to  Mrs.  and  Miss  H.  Sorry  to  say  they  are  both 
bitches.”  It  can  be  readily  seen  that  a  slight 
transposition  of  the  sentences  would  have  caused 
the  telegram  to  read  differently,  and  that  the 
apparent  insult  so  unwittingly  wired  by  the 
keeper  would  have  been  avoided.  It  is,  however, 
gratifying  to  know  that  Mr.  H.  understood  what 
was  meant,  and  afterwards  had  many  a  hearty 
laugh  at  the  manner  in  which  it  was  expressed. 
Although  the  following  blunder  is  attributed  to 
a  gillie  who  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  angling 
reports  to  a  local  newspaper,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  printers  were  to  blame,  as  they 
very  often  are,  even  with  my  own  notes.  A  por¬ 
tion  of  the  report  iu  question,  which  was  written 
during  the  grilse  season,  ran  as  follows  :  ‘  On 
Thursday  evening  Sir  H.  M.,  Bart.,  caught  two 
girls  near  the  fall ;  one  of  them  was  a  beauty  and 
had  sea-lice  on.’  In  conclusion,  I  may  state  that 
salmon  or  grilse  angling  is  out  of  the  question  on 
the  northern  Scottish  rivers.  No  fear,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  of  catching  girls  or  salmon  either  until  a 
spate  comes.”  ____ 

Sea-trout  are  now  up  the  Esk,  Dumfries- shire, 
a  fair  distance  in  considerable  numbers.  As  yet, 
however,  the  most  of  them  are  in  the  lower  and 
fairly  lower  reaches ;  few,  if  any,  having  got  to 
the  upper  waters.  The  water  is  still  altogether 
too  low  for  them  to  travel  quickly,  and  then, 
because  of  this  and  of  its  clearness,  it  is  only  at 
night  that  any  decent  sport  can  be  got.  The 
time  for  bait-fishing,  according  to  the  fishery 
rules  being  permissible,  having  now  come  round, 
the  local  experts  anticipate  that  following  the 
next  good  spate  there  will  be  heavy  baskets  of 
sea-trout  had  with  the  worm.  A  kill  of  eleven 
sea-trout  accomplished  recently  by  an  angler 
during  one  night’s  outing  on  the  Cauldron  pool 
with  the  fly  is,  I  think,  worth  mentioning. 


Locii  Rannoch,  I’erthshire,  and  the  River  Tum- 
mel,  for  both  of  which  June  is  about  the  best 
month,  are  yielding  very  good  baskets  in  the 
meantime,  and  not  a  few  of  the  trout  are  of 
capital  size.  _ _ 

As  usual,  Altnacealgach  is  to  the  forefront 
among  the  Scottish  hotels  for  trouting,  no  other 
one  having  taken  into  it  at  present  so  many  trout 
nightly.  ____ 

I.S  it  true  ?  If  true,  it  is  strange  that  within 
the  past  fortnight  or  so  several  fishers  frequenting 
lonely  .stroanivs,- in  tUe  upper,  part' of  Annandale 
1  have  had  the  unusual  experience  of  Being  the 
subject?  of  attacks  by  qwIs  whjle'  in  the  vicinity 
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of  nests.  One  party  of  two  fishers,  who  main¬ 
tained  the  fight  for  some  time,  used  their  fishing- 
rods  vigorously,  but  the  cries  of  the  owls  brought 
fresh  combatants  on  the  scene,  and  the  gentlemen 
rather  hurriedly  beat  a  retreat  from  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  nest.  The  owls  continued  their 
attacks  until  the  anglers  were  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  nest. 


Those  two  models  of  short  Highland  rivers — 
Awe  and  Shin — famous  for  their  large  salmon, 
and,  in  their  low'er  lengths,  for  their  cliff,  rock, 
and  wood  scenery,  and  which  both  issue  from 
great  lochs  that  keep  them  from  being  long  in 
running  out,  have  at  last  felt  the  effect  of  the 
great  and  continuous  drought,  and  are  now  it  is 
reported  low  indeed,  and  not  in  order  for  salmon 
angling.  Last  w’eek,  however,  one  fish  was  got  on 
the  Shin,  and  another  on  the  Awe,  and  on  Satur¬ 
day  the  first  Awe  grilse  of  the  season,  which  it  is 
said  weighed  61b.,  was  landed  by  Dr.  Shiels. 
This  is  a  most  uncommon  weight  for  an  early 
June  grilse.  Yet,  it  may  have  been  a  grilse,  but 
much  more  likely  a  shargar  salmon. 

Mr.  Angus  Morrison,  of  Melvich  Hotel,  got  a 
few  nice  baskets  of  trout  from  his  stocked  lochs 
last  week.  He  had  ninety-three  weighing  451b., 
which  is  just  touching  the  Mb.  average. 

The  St.  Mungo  (Glasgow)  Club's  competition 
cii  Loch  Leventhis  week,  resulted  in  Mr.  Steven¬ 
son  securing  first  place  with  eight  trout  weighing 
61b.  lOoz.  _ 


The  Tay  angling  meantime  is  all  to  slates,  or, 
as  some  might  put  it,  to  “  pigs  and  whistles.” 
Not  a  thing  is  being  done,  and  all  the  fancied 
dons  of  the  riverside  are  completely  out  of  it  in 
their  attempts  to  get  fish.  Our  correspondent 
remarks  that  the  state  of  matters  is  “simply 
nauseating.”  _ 

Mr.  David  Murray,  tackle  maker,  Brechin, 
writes :  “  The  rivers  here  I  never  remember  of 
having  seen  so  low,  and  no  sport  worth  the  name 
is  being  had.  The  kelts  which  I  spoke  of  a 
month  ago  are  still  disporting  themselves  at  the 
base  of  JBrechin  Castle.  I  am  afraid,  like  the 
London  costers  when  trade  is  dull,  they  will  not 
get  to  the  ‘  seaside  ’  this  season.  Most  anglers 
have  thrown  up  the  sponge,  which  I  think  is 
sensible,  as  there  is  no  use  retaining  it  when  ‘  the 
water  is  away.’  The  other  day  a  strange  ex¬ 
perience  came  to  a  ‘  Glen  of  Lethnot  ’  angler  on 
the  West  Water.  He  had  hooked  a  parr,  and 
when  in  the  act  of  pulling  it  out  it  ivas  seized  and 
swallowed  by  a  large  trout.  After  a  deal  of 
trouble  and  anxiety  the  pair  were  landed  safely, 
the  trout,  after  disgorging  the  parr,  scaling  41b. 
The  Cruick  water  has  about  evaporated,  and 
anglers  are  as  a  rule  leaving  it  severely  alone.  In 
spite  of  this  fact,  I  am  glad  to  state  that  I  met  a 
little  bare-footed  lad  on  Saturday  evening  re¬ 
turning  from  this  stream  with  a  dozen  of  very 
nice  trout  about  herring  size,  which,  considering 
the  state  of  the  water,  was  creditable  indeed,  and 
ought  to  bring  the  blush  to  the  cheek  of  more 
pretentious  sportsmen.  On  asking  the  young 
hero  what  he  killed  them  with,  be  replied — ‘  I 
got  them  wi’  the  flea,  and  it  was  fell  kittle  wark 
tae  get  ony,’  ”  _  _ 

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  :  “  Towards 
the  end  of  last  week  the  sea-coast  salmon-fishing 
fell  off  a  good  deal,  but  the  first  half  of  the 
current  week  there  was  a  decided  improvement ; 
in  fact  it  is  now  beyond  expectation,  and  should 
the  weather  prove  favourable,  there  is  every 
indication  of  a  good  summer  fishing.  Very  seldom 
have  I  seen  the  month  of  May  and  the  first  part 
of  June  produce  so  many  salmon  from  the  sea. 
The  salmons’  average  weight  at  present  is  from 
101b.  to  111b.,  while  a  good  few  of  the  larger  fish 
scale  from  201b.  tol.llb. ;  one  of  the  latter  weight, 
a  perfect  picture,  was  got  from  the  Don  fishings 
this  (Wednesday)  morning.  The  rivers  are 
doing  next  to  nothing,  owing  to  the  low  state  of 
the  water ;  the  fish  positively  refusing  to  ascend 
them,  'riie  grilse  have  fallen  off  during  the  past 
fortnight,  and  (Tannot  be  got  in  nearly  such  num¬ 
bers  as  befoye.  We  are  greatly  in  want  of  rain, 
and  even  though  we  only  got  as  much  as  would 
raise  the  rivers  two  or  three  inches,  it  would  do  a 
great  amount  of  good.  I  believe  a  heavy  spate  at 


the  present  time  would  do  more  harm  than  good. 
There  are  very  few  lean  fish  being  got,  and  diseased 
ones  coming  in  from  the  sea  is  utterly  unknown 
and  all  ‘  gammon,’  despite  the  Mackay’s  and  the 
Mackintosh’s  asseverations.  Grilse  are  rather 
backward  in  size  in  the  meantime,  and  don’t  seem 
to  be  growing  fast.  Their  quality  is  very  good, 
although  lots  of  them  are  not  over  21b.  The 
average  would  not  exceed  3|lb.,  but  there  are  a 
few  of  from  41b.  to  4|lb.  Sea-trout  are  still  look¬ 
ing  beautiful,  but  not  great  numbers  of  them  are 
being  got  because  the  rivers  are  so  low  and  clear 
that  they  refuse  to  run  them.  I  am  afraid  that 
unless  we  get  rain  the  sea-trout  fishing  will  prove 
a  failure  for  this  year.  Last  week  some  sea-trout 
up  to  41b.  and  51b.  weight  were  got ;  the  average 
weight,  however,  was  not  over  21b. 


Last  Saturday,  in  the  Dundee  club  competition 
on  Loch  Leven,  Mr.  G.  B.  Black  secured  first 
place  with  fifteen  trout  of  91b.  6oz. 


The  Salmo  ferox  of  Loch  Laggan  must  be  tiny 
things  and  hardly  worth  the  bother,  patience, 
and  waste  of  time  expended  in  trying  to  effect 
their  capture.  For  a  whole  fortnight  three  rods 
— that  is  three  anglers,  each  with  probably  two 
rods — w'ere  out  after  them,  with  the  result  that 
eleven  were  secured,  weighing  from  81b.  to  Iflb., 
the  average  weight  being  much  nearer  the  latter 
than  the  former  figure. 


A  number  of  the  large  lochs  of  the  Scottish 
Highlands,  including  Awe,  Eannoch,  Shin, 
Laggan,  Ericht,  Garry,  Assynt,  have  within 
the  week  yielded  specimens  of  the  so-called  ferox 
from  61b.  upwards.  _ 

The  annual  competition  of  the  five  clubs  re¬ 
presenting  the  Edinburgh  United  Clubs  was  held 
on  Loch  Leven  the  other  day,  when  Mr.  J.  Gordon 
Mason,  of  the  Amateur,  took  the  first  prize  with 
thirteen  trout,  111b.  9oz. 


Mr.  Murray,  of  the  Forsinard  Hotel  will  not 
send  us  angling  reports,  yet  I  have  managed  to 
bear  that  on  Friday  last  he  had  a  splendid  salmon 
on  the  Halladale  river,  which  I  should  say  I  am 
right  in  guessing  was  got  with  his  favourite  fly, 
the  Great  Halladale  Eagle,  an  invention  of  the 
McNicol’s.  _ 


Lord  Mash.am  has  been  getting  some  nice  sea- 
trout  fishing,  for  about  a  week  past,  on  the 
Carron,  Wester  Ross,  near  Achnashellach. 


Mr.  H.  Harden,  London,  the  Piscatorial’s  re¬ 
presentative,  carried  off  the  championship  of  the 
National  Clubs  on  Loch  Leven  last  w'eek,  when 
forty-four  competitors  took  part  in  the  contest. 
Money,  more  or  less  considerable  in  amount,  is 
attached  to  the  prizes  in  this  competition,  and 
this  surely,  as  in  other  sports,  should  cause  the 
acceptors  to  be  regarded  as  professionals  after¬ 
wards.  That  is  my  view  of  it.  Others  may  think 
differently.  _ 

The  Tweed  is  away  to  nothing,  and  its  rod  fish¬ 
ing  for  the  present,  for  anything  better  than 
trooties,  is  at  an  utter  standstill.  Some  say  that 
there  is  not  a  single  adult  salmon  in  the  whole  of 
the  river  just  now. 


De.yth  of  a  Well-known  Sportsman.  —  There 
died  quite  suddenly  at  Solway  House,  Annau, 
Mr.  Maxwell  P.  Davidson,  the  first  honorary 
huntsman  of  the  Dumfriesshire  otter  hounds. 
]\rr.  Davidson,  who  was  so  well  known  in  the 
South  of  Scotland  and  on  the  Borders,  was  the 
means  of  establishing  the  Dumfriesshire  otter 
hounds  in  conjunction  with  his  brother,  Mr. 
Wilson  Davidson.  About  ten  days  before  his 
death  deceased  was  out  hunting  with  the  hounds 
and  caught  a  chill,  which  subsequently  developed 
into  acute  pleurisy.  Despite  the  best  medical 
skill  and  the  care  of  a  trained  Edinburgh  nurse, 
deceased  succumbed  to  the  disease.  Mr.  David¬ 
son  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  only  forty-two 
years  of  age.  His  premature  death  caused  wide¬ 
spread  sorrow  in  the  district.  The  funeral  was 
attended  by  all  the  country  gentlemen  in  the 
surrounding  district.  Mr.  Wilson  Davidson, 
honorary  huntsman,  continues  still  to  hunt  the 
hounds. 


AN  APPENDIX  TO  THE  LUNCHEON 
BASKET. 


Messrs.  John  Burgess  have  just  brought  out  a 
very  strong,  neat,  little  basket,  divided  into  com¬ 
partments  to  hold  a  pot  of  anchovy  paste,  another 
of  bloater  paste,  three  tins  of  different  kinds  of 
potted  meats,  a  bottle  of  their  M.M.  sauce,  and  a 
strong  knife  for  opening  tins.  At  our  request 
they  have,  had  an  illustration  of  it  made,  and  we 
give  it  herewith. 

Anglers  who  are  leaving  home  for  some  days 
on  a  fishing  excursion  will  find  this  little  basket 
and  its  contents  most  useful — the  whole  cost  with 
with  contents  is  only  6s.  In  any  case,  whether 
the  basket  is  taken  or  not,  we  can,  with  confidence, 


based  on  personal  experience,  recommend  most 
strongly  the  goods  supplied  by  this  house, 
especially  their  seven  different  preparations  of 
anchovies,  which  are  unequalled. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  his  novel  “  St.  Ronan’s 
Well,”  must  have  added  greatly  to  the  reputation 
of  this  house,  for  in  one  place  he  says  : 

“What  the  devil  did  he  care  for  Burgess’s 
Sauce,  he  that  had  eat  his  kouscousou,  spiced  with 
nothing  but  the  sand  of  the  desert  ?  only  it  was  a 
shame  for  Mrs.  Dods  to  be  without  what  every 
decent  house,  above  the  rank  of  an  alehouse, 
ought  to  be  largely  provided  with.” — Vide  Sir 
Walter  Scott’s  “  St.  Ronan’s  Well,”  chap.  xvi. 

In  another : 

“‘Never  mind — never  mind — I  shall  make  no 
bad  use  of  what  I  have  learned,’  said  Touchwood. 
‘  Were  you  to  eat  your  words  with  the  best  fish 
sauce  (and  that  is  Burgess’s),  I  have  got  all  the 
information  from  them  I  wanted.’” — Sir  Walter 
Scott’s  “  St.  Ronan’s  Well,”  chap.  xxx. 


The  Bergen  System. — We  have  received  long 
letters  from  Mr.  Beyer;  as  they  are,  however, 
merely  recapitulations  of  his  previous  state¬ 
ments,  and  do  not,  in  our  opinion,  explain  the 
discrepancies  between  these  statements  and  !Mr. 
Sturdy’s  facts,  we  see  no  use  in  publishing  them. 
We  have  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  a  gentle¬ 
man  well  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  of  the 
case  and  the  places  referred  to,  and  have  asked 
him  to  make  an  impartial  review  of  the  whole 
matter. 

The  Si'Eyside  Trout  Fishers’  Association, 
after  full  consideration  of  a  bill  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  rod  fishing  in  Scotland,  and  on  hearing 
a  communication  from  Sir  William  Wedderburn, 
M.P.  for  Banffshire,  on  the  subject;  also  a  bill 
brought  into  Parliament  in  1887  by  Mr.  L.  Brown, 
late  member  for  the  Border  Burghs,  unanimously 
resolved  to  ask  Sir  William  Wedderburn  to  intro¬ 
duce  to  the  House  of  Commons  a  bill  to  amend 
the  law  relating  to  rod  fishing  in  Scotland,  on  the 
lines  and  in  the  terms  of  the  1887  bill  referred  to.” 
Sir  William  Wedderburn  continues  to  take  great 
interest  in  the  question,  and  probably  he  will 
secure  the  introduction  of  this  measure  and  press 
it  forward  as  fast  as  the  limited  opportunities  now 
at  the  command  of  private  members  will  admit  of.. 
— J.  M. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Paterson,  9ilb  ;  Mr.  J.  Skirving,  Sflb  ;  Mr.  J.  Ternent, 
6ilb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Martin,  71b. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson.  4Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Martin,  Vilb. ;  Mr.  B.  Balsillie,  Sflb.  ;  Mr.  Jas. 
Calder,  S^lb.  ;  Mr.  E.  Calder,  about  3)b.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Young,  jun.,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Weightman,  Sjlb.  ;  Mr.  E. 
Dickson,  4|lb.  ;  Mr.  G.  Walker,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Cowe, 
2|lb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Young,  2|lb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Scott,  jun.,  2}lb. ; 
Master  E.  Purves,  2Jlb.  Many  other  smaller  baskets 
have  also  been  killed.  On  the  Tweed,  [on  Wednesday. 
Mr.  G.  Thompson  had  101b.  of  fine  trout,  and  on  the 
same  day  on  the  Leet,  Mr.  J.  Hall,  jun.,  fishing-rod 
maker,  had  81b. ;  on  Monday  forenoon  last,  Mr.  A.  Den¬ 
holm,  Kelso,  fishing  with  worm  under  the  shadow  of  the 
south  arch  of  Kelso  Bridge,  killed  eleven  perch,  weighing 
4ilb.,  and  on  the  following  day  he  had  three  more  fish 
of  the  same  kind  weighing  2ilb. — Maxwheel. 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — The  Usk  keeps  abnormally  low,  and 
angling  is  now  at  a  standstill.  The  water  bailiffs  were 
out  on  Wednesday  and  netted  the  river  from  the  Eock 
Pool  to  the  Bell  Pool,  which  resulted  in  the  catch  of 
eighteen  salmon  and  sewin,  the  heaviest  being  271b. 
Several  shad  have  been  noticed  in  the  river  of  late 
which  is  a  very  unusual  occurrence,  as  these  fish  have 
been  very  scarce  of  late  years. 

Irisli  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — On  the  Ardtrea  sections  some  few 
trout  were  killed  in  the  evenings  by  local  men,  the  best 
being  one  3^1b.  taken  by  E.  Kempton,  below  Ardtrea 
Bridge.  On  the  lower  waters,  M.  Millan,  P.  Mallon, 
G.  Wilson,  and  others  had  light  baskets,  and  on  Tuesday 
evening  your  correspondent  killed  five  trout,  fijlb. 
I’erch  are  swarming  into  the  river  from  Lough  Neagh. 

Baun,  Toome  Bridgfe. — No  freshly  run  salmon  have 
yet  been  taken  off  the  mouth  of  the  river.  In  a  few 
weeks  the  flax  water  plague  will  be  on  the  rampage,  and 
if  there  be  not  plenty  of  water  the  consequences  will  be 
disastrous. 

Blackwater,  Benbnrb,  Co.  Tyrone.— A  little  sport 
is  still  enjoyed  here  although  the  water  is  awfully  low. 
In  the  week,  Mr.  John  Miles  got  a  nice  S./ario  2Jlb.,  and 
five  others,  averaging  |lb.  Mr.  J.  Eichardson  killed  a 
brown  trout  SJlb.,  and  Mr.  .1.  Beatty  had  one  IJlb. 
Kelts  are  yet  plentiful  in  the  river,  and  many  of  them 
are  being  killed.— J.  A.  B. 

Carlisle  Arms  Hotel  (Congf.)  —  We  are  having 


splendid  sport  here  for  the  past  week,  and  should  the 
present  favourable  weather  continue,  there  should  be 
some  large  baskets  next  week.  On  Wednesday  last, 
Messrs.  Herring  and  Farrar  got  201b.  of  trout  on  Iiough 
Mask.  Thursday,  on  Lough  Coolin,  with  Mr.  Twining 
and  Capt.  Bnshell,  they  landed  fifty  trout,  the  largest 
weighing  lib.  Friday,  on  Lough  Mask,  Capt.  Bushell 
got  four  nice  trout,  101b.,  the  largest  4Jlb. 

Erne,  and  Lougfb.  Melvin.— The  very  hot  and 
bright  weather  continued  all  through  the  past  week,  and 
in  consequence  sport  was  poor ;  a  few  small  salmon  were 
taken  on  the  Erne,  but  nothing  worth  noting.  The 
sport  on  “  Melvin,”  with  the  trout,  continued  good  in 
spite  of  the  hot  weather,  and  some  capital  baskets  were 
taken  last  week,  rain  is  badly  wanted. — M.  E.,  jun. 

Lougb  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).— Bright 
weather  and  calm  water  have  combined  to  spoil  the 
chances  of  sport.  Brown  trout  angling  has  been  fair, 
but  no  salmon  or  peal  have  been  had.  The  best  basket 
recorded  during  the  week  was  one  of  twenty  white  or 
sea  trout. — Thos.  J.  Denneht. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina). — Since  last  report  we 
have  had  over  six  inches  of  fresh  water  in  the  river, 
which  stirs  up  the  sea-trout  and  grilse  ;  but,  owing  to 
bright  sunshine  and  calm  days,  sport  was  poor  with 
grilse.  Sea-trout  fishing  was  better  :  Mr.  J.  P.  Bourke 
getting  fifteen  on  Thursday,  fourteen  on  Friday, 
and  twelve  on  Saturday.  I  have  never  seen  so 
many  sea-trout  in  the  river  so  early  in  June, 
some  of  them  very  fine  fish  up  to  31b.  and  41b.  On 
the  Loughs  trout  fishing  has  been  fairly  good.  Col. 
Eogers  had  a  salmon  of  71b.,  and  some  nice  trout  up  to 
IJlb.  ;  as  also  had  Mr.  Lovey  some  nice  baskets  of  fish, 
a  few  of  his  largest  trout  going  2Jlb.  Mr.  F.  Wiggin 
also  had  a  few  good  baskets  of  fish,  his  best  being  twelve 
trout  weighing  131b.,  best  fish  21b.  In  three  days,  Mr. 
Carlton  Cross,  thirty-six  trout  weighing  401b. ,  the  largest 
weighing  101b.,  next  largest  41b.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Cheyton 
had  a  pike  of  271b.— Frank  Heaens. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — There 
has  been  some  splendid  sport  on  the  free  water  here 
this  week.  The  beats  above  the  bridge,  on  the  Ballina 
side  of  the  river,  actually  swarm  with  grilse,  and  every 
day  for  the  last  week  anglers  have  been  having  rare 
sport.  Several  rods  have  killed,  before  breakfast,  as 
many  as  four  grilse,  and  this  (Wednesday)  morning  two 
rods  have  landed  ten  grilse.  The  fun  is  only  beginning, 
as  the  grilse  will  keep  on  running  up  from  the  sea  for 


weeks  yet.  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  answering  any 
letters  from  gentlemen  who  may  care  to  write  to  me. 
Capt.  Lewis,  who  is  fishing  Col.  Willan’s  water,  killed 
two  salmon  one  day  this  week,  and  has  also  creeled 
several  dishes  of  lovely  river  trout.  Lough  Derg  has 
recently  yielded  some  big  pike  and  perch. 

The  Shannon  (Castle  Connell).— The  water  is 
now  low,  and  the  weather  being  dry  and  bright,  sport  is 
not  so  good  as  it  should  be.  Peal  are  plentiful,  but 
weather  and  water  are  against  angling.  On  Doonass  Mr. 
H.  Hodges  got,  on  the  7th,  one  peal,  61b.  ;  one  salmon, 
141b.  9th,  two  peal,  2lb.  and  51b.  ;  10th,  two  salmon,  71b. 
and  111b.  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  on  same  water — 13th, 
one  peal,  Clb.  Sir  H.  B.  Meredyth,  Bart.,  on  Prospect, 
got  one  salmon,  91b.,  on  the  7th.  Mr.  B.  L.  Marples,  on 
Newgarden  on  the  8th,  one  peal,  51b.  ;  9th,  four  peal, 
31b.,  31b.,  31b.,  51b.  ;  12th,  two  peal,  21b.  and  3Jlb.  On 
Hermitage  Mr.  Whitehead  got  one  salmon,  1.51b.,  on  7th; 
and  on  the  same  water  Lord  Massey  got  one  peal, 
41b,  on  the  9th.  On  Woodlands  Captain  Bayly  got  one 
salmon,  13|lb.,  on  the  8th.  —  John  Weight  &  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes,  Mullingar.— Pishing  on  Lough 
Ennell  is  poor.  On  Derravaragh  there  is  good  sport 
among  the  pike.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  weighing  and 
measuring  two  very  handsome  trout  taken  by  Mr.  Willie 
Mares,  of  the  Fish  Preservation  Society,  while  trolling 
upon  Lough  Owel.  The  fish  were  a  male  and  female, 
weighing  7.)  and  71b.,  and  measuring  2.5in.  length,  14in. 
girth,  and  26in.  length,  13in.  girth  respectively.  They 
were  both  in  splendid  condition.  Several  other  trout 
were  taken  same  day,  as  also  a  number  of  char,  which 
latter  are  very  numerous  in  Lough  Owel. — T.  J.  W. 


Mr.  Alex.indbr  Wrkjht,  Accountant,  of  10.  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  ifec.),  under¬ 
takes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of  accounts 
at  moderate  rates. 


Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment. — During  piercing  winds  and 
excessive  variations  of  temperature  every  one  is  more  or  less 
liable  to  internal  and  external  disease.  Throat,  chest,  liver, 
bowels,  kidneys,  and  skin,  all  suffer  in  some  degree,  and  may  be 
relieved  by  rubbing  in  this  Ointment,  aided  by  proper  doses  of  the 
Pills,  for  administering  which  full  directions  accompany  each 
box ;  in  truth,  any  one  who  thoroughly  masters  Holloway’s 
‘‘instructions  ”  will,  in  remedying  disease,  exchange  the  labour  of 
an  hour  for  the  profit  of  a  lifetime.  .Ml  bronchial,  pulmonary, 
and  throat  disorders,  require  that  the  Ointment  should  be 
thoroughly  well  rubbed  upon  the  skin  twice  a  day  with  great 
regularity,  considerable  briskness,  and  much  persistence. 


BERTHON  PORTABLE  FOLDING  BOATS 

FOR  FISHING  ON  SEA,  LAKE,  AND  RIVER. 


■ft.  Bkrthon  Fishixo  Boat,  with  AxiiLEii  and  G-ili,ik, 


No.  1. — Length,  7ft. ;  Breadth  (Open)_ 
3ft. :  Weight,  56lb. :  Price,  £8 :  will 
Carry  Comfortably  2  persons. 


No.  2.— Length,  9ft.;  Breadth  (Open), 
4ft.  i  Weight,  1121b.;  Price,  £12; 
will  Carry  Comfortably  3  persons. 


No.  1  Boat  is  complete  with  Pair  of 
Sculls,  Thole  Pins,  and  a  Cork  Cushion 
or  Folding  Stool,  according  to  choice. 

No.  2  is  fitted  with  .3  Seats,  Thole 
Pins,  and  Sculls. 


EXTRAS. 

Mast  and  Sail,  2.5/.  and  30/-;  Extra 
Cork  Cushions,  7/(i;  Wrappers,  2/- 
and  ‘2/6. 


These  Boats  enable  Anglers  to  Fish  otherwise  Inaccessible  Hill 
Lochs,  ana  can  be  transported  by  rail,  cart,  or  hand,  with  ease  and 
little  expense. 

Apart  from  their  portabllily,  they  have  other  advantages  over  the 
ordinary  wooden  boat,  being  safer,  stronger,  lighter,  and,  by  reason 
of  their  extreme  durability,  easy  repair,  and,  requiring  no  boat¬ 
house,  are  cheaper. 


FOR  PRICE  LISTS  AND  INFORMATION  APPLY; 

BERTHON  BOAT  COMPANY,  Limited. 

Works:  ROM8EY,  HA-NTS. 

London  Office:  50,  HOLBORN  VIADUCT,  E.C.,  where 
the  Boats  can  be  seen  daily  between  10  and  6  o’clock. 


HOLLAND’S 


GEO.  HOLLAND,  29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER 
Practical  Fly-Fisher  and  Fly  Maker,  begs  to  inform 
Anglers  that  he  is  now  prepared  to  execute  orders  for 
his  STANDARD  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FLIES  for 
Hampshire,  Derbyshire,  Yorkshire,  and  all  other  streams, 
at  the  following  prices  for  cash : — Hackle  Flies,  Is.  9d, 
per  dozen ;  Single-winged  Flies,  28.  per  dozen ;  Double- winged  Floaters,  28.  6d.  per  dozen ;  Ibis  Macaw, 
and  Indian  Grow  Tags,  28.  6d.  per  dozen;  Bumbles,  ditto,  on  gut,  or  Eyed  Hooks.  EVERY  HOOK 


FLOATING 


AND  AFTER  TYING.  Q.  H. 
English  Split-Oane  Fly  Rods, 
Brothers,  and  has  Special 
as  used  by  some  of  the  best 
for  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Oo.’s 
Angling  Requisites. 
This  gut  is  of  the  best  quality 


IS  TESTED  BOTH  BEFORE 
is  Agent  for  the  Celebrated 
made  by  Messrs.  Hardy 
Patterns  for  Dry  Fly  Fishing 
Hampshire  Anglers.  Agent 
Celebrated  “Standard" 

Holland's  Cobweb  Gut  sold  in  three-yard  Tapered  Casts,  or  in  Hanks.  _  „  . 

obtainable,  and  carefully  selected.  Flies  made  to  order,  and  from  the  patterns  given  in  Mr.  Halford's 
“  Floating  Flies  and  How  to  Dress  Them."  G.  H.  having  personal  and  practical  knowledge  of  Fly- 
Fishing,  both  in  North  and  South  Country  Streams,  is  able  to  advise  his 
Onstomers  as  to  the  best  EiUers  for  different  seasons  and  localities.  By 
Special  Appointment  sole  Agent  in  this  neighbonrhood  tor  Mbsbbs 
8.  Alloook  3t  Co.,  Standard  Works. 

HOLLAND,  29,  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER. 


FLIES 


BELL  &  PRICHARD, 

Anglo- AnYerican  and  Practical  City  Tailors, 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.C. 

(opposite  cook’s  tourists  office). 

FISHING  &  SHOOTING  OUTFITS  A  SPECIALITY. 

ALL  GOODS  THOEOUGHLY  SHEUNK. 

Tourists’  and  Business  Suits  (to  measure)  from  £2  10s. 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbockers .  ,.  0  13s.  6d. 


SPRING  SAXalVIOlsr  FISHING. 


PATTERN  SALMON  RODS 
UNSURPASSED  FOR  LONG  CASTING. 

LIGHT  WEIGHT  and  of  VERT  SUPERIOR  STYLE  and  FINISH. 

P.S. — The  first  clean  run  flah  of  this  season  in  the  Tyne  was  taken  by  an  angler  using  one  of 
these  rods  and  one  of  our  flies.  The  fish  would  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  another  equally  good 
angler  had  he  been  possessed  of  a  similar  weapon.  After  seeing  the  superiority  of  “  Our  Rods  ”  he 
did  not  long  delay  a  visit  to  our  store  to  be  similarly  equipped. 

Another  of  our  flies  produced  the  se.eo7id  flsh  for  this  season,  and,  as  proof  of  the  durability  and 
killing  powers  of  our  flies,  may  state  that  with  this  one  fly  fourteen  flsh  have  been  taken. 


SALMON 
FLIES 

TO  ANT  PATTERN. 

LARGE  SELECTION 

ALWAYS  IN 

STOCK. 

SELECTED  GUT 
SALMON  CASTS. 

Catalogues,  Prices,  X'c.,  Free 
on  Application. 

108.  csniaES'sr 


TROUT  FLIES, 

Rods,  &  Tackle 
of  every  kind. 
Maker  of 

WADERS. 

Every  pair 
guaranteed. 

The“ULTIMUS” 

PISHING  BAG. 
The  “  TYNESIDE  ” 

CREEL  BASKET- 

Outfits  for  any  Part  of  the 
World. 

TVe-wca.a-fcle-OM.-Ty  »»  e. 


Wm.  BLAGKUWS  &  Son, 

The  Celebrated  Fishings  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCABDIIirE  O’NEIL.  N.B. 

Patronised  hy  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite — Plies  for 
British.  Columbia  a  Speciality. 

THE  BROADS,  NORFOLK. 

Wliorry-Yachts  for  Parties  wishing  to 
visit  and  fish  on  the  Norfolk  Broads, 
having  Ladies’  and  Gentlemen’s  cabins. 
For  particulars  apply 

PRE3SS  Sn  PJLX^lLiEl'TT', 

North  Walsham  ^Norfolk, 


THE  FISHER’S  DRINK. 

Ask  for  “  IVANHOE  ”  when  filling 
yonr  flask.  The  finest  OLD  SCOTCH 
WHISKY. 


D.  A.  RHIND  &  CO., 


Price  2s.  6d. ;  post  free,  2s.  9d. 

□the:  ARrr  of  ANGlliXNG. 

By  CHARLES  BOWLKER,  of  LUDLOW. 
Containing?  List  of  Flip's.  Directions  for  Fly-Flshin?, 
TrolliDff,  Making  Artifloial  Flies,  Ac.,  with  a  List  of  the 
most  celebrated  £iBhing  Stations  in  North  Wales,  and 
coloured  Plate  of  Flies.  On'^of  tb  best  books  extant  on 
the'‘Gentle  Ijt."  G.WOOLLE''-  'bookseller.  LUDLOW 


If  you  are  interested  In  Books 
■end  2s.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  monthe  of  “  Ted  Pdblishkbb’  Oib- 
ODLAB  AND  BOOKBBLLEBS'  BeOOBD,"  St  Dun- 
■t»n’i  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Londoa 
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THE  NEW  FISHING  STATIONS 

ON  THE 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


MILDENHALL  ON  THE  LAKK. 

“  Right  for  Mildenhall,  guard  ?  ”  Yes,  sir  ; 
jump  in,  we’re  just  off.”  i  took  my  seat  with¬ 
out  delay,  simultaneously  the  bell  rang,  and  the 
Doncaster  Express,  punctual  to  the  minute, 
steamed  slowly  out  of  Liverpool-street  at  4. 112 
p.m.  on  Monday  afternoon.  “  Please  do  the  new 
fishing  stations.”  I  was  still  looking  at  these 
very  brief  editorial  instructions  when  the  Lea 
hove  in  sight,  and  not  long  afterwards  we  ran 
through  Broxbourne,  where  I  noticed  the  water 
was  absolutely  crystal  in  colour.  I  wondered 
what  colour  it  would  be  like  at  Mildenhall,  and 
what  kind  of  a  place  IVlildenhall  itself  was ; 
whether  the  drought  would  have  dried  the  river 
up  there,  or  whether  I  should  find  it  choked  up 
with  weeds.  Luckily  the  Fishing  Oazeite  was  at 
hand,  and  on  referring  to  the  map  of  the  new 
stations  there,  I  made  up  my  mind  that  the  Lark 
was  a  very  decent  little  river,  and  looked  just 
the  place  for  some  plumping  roach  and  dace  ! 

Now  reading  a  par  in  the  Gazette,  now  glancing 
through  the  window  at  the  beautiful  country, 
where  the  “  silvery  streak  ”  was  frequently  in 
evidence,  I  noted  the  Lea  and  Stort,  and,  as  we 
ran  through  Shelford,  Great  Chesterford,  and 
Whittlesford,  the  pretty  little  Cam,  famous  for  its 
specimen  dace,  caught  the  eye  here  and  there. 

At  Cambridge  station  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  meet  a  gentleman  residing  at  Mildenhall,  and 
he  very  kindly  gave  me  the  names  of  some  of  the 
prominent  local  anglers  at  the  latter  town,  and 
other  valuable  information,  so  that  when  I 
arrived  at  my  destination,  about  ten  minutes  to 
seven  o’clock,  1  knew — ^or  fancied  I  did — where  to 
just  go  and  put  in  and  take  a  fine  trout ! 

The  distance  from  the  station  to  the  pretty 
little  market-town  of  IMildonhall  is  accomplished 
in  under  five  minutes.  You  turn  round  to  the 
left,  and  directly  afterwards  a  large  flour  mill 
and  the  River  Lark,  which  you  cross  by  the  bridge, 
meet  your  gaze.  I  called  the  town  “  little,”  but 
it  is  the  most  extensive  parish  in  Suffolk,  and  the 
wandering  angler  need  have  no  fear  of  expiring 
from  thirst,  as  there  are,  I  believe,  no  fewer  than 
forty-seven  hotels  and  public-houses  about  this 
part.  Mildenhall  is  sweetly  clean  ;  Mill-street, 
i-he  High-street  of  the  town,  is  a  perfect  model  of 
a  street — there  is  not  even  a  dog  bone  or  a  cab¬ 
bage  stalk  lying  about,  much  less  a  heap  of 
rubbish.  The  pavements  are  white,  and  so  are 
the  houses.  And  the  people  of  Mildenhall  are 
smart,  too.  They  are  not  only  smart  in  appear¬ 
ance,  but  in  business  transactions,  and  also  in 
sports,  and  various  other  matters.  They  never 
say  “  die  ”  at  ^Mildenhall.  The  townspeople  never, 
if  possible,  allow  their  prestige  to  suffer,  conse¬ 
quently,  whether  it  is  over  business  or  pleasure, 
the  Mildenhalli.es  contrive  to  very  successfully 
hold  their  own.  Even  the  members  of  the  Fire 
Brigade  have  been  known  to  respond  to  the 
*•  call  ”  in  five  minutes,  which  is  an  example  many 
other  country  Fire  Brigades  might  very  well 
emulate.  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  which  stands  at 
the  top  of  Mill-street,  is  a  handsome  edifice,  with 
a  tower  120  feet  high,  and  as  I  sit  at  tea  in  the 
White  Hart  Hotel,  the  church  bells  are  merrily 
pealing  forth.  I  think  the  sound  of  country 
church  bells  is  deligbiful  to  the  ear  of  a  weary 
Londoner,  and  to-night  Mildenhall  Church  btlls 
are  indeed  lovely  to  listen  to. 

Tea  over.  I  strolled  down  Mill-street  and  called 
on  Mr.  C.  Brown,  one  of  the  local  anglers,  who, 
when  he  heard  that  I  was  the  representative  of  the 
Fishing  GnscGe, cordially  greeted  me  and  promised 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  assist  me  in  my  mission. 
There  is  no  close  season  on  the  Lark,  a  fact  which 
is  very  much  regretted  by  Mr.  Brown,  and, 
indeed,  by  all  true  sportsmen.  Mr.  Brown,  I 
should  mention,  is  the  collector  of  the  Lark 
Angling  Society,  which  has  for  its  president  Dr. 
Aldrich;  the  vice-president  is  .Mr.  11.  Randall 
(who  w'as  fishing  on  the  Broads  when  1  was  at 
.Mildenhall),  whilst  the  secretarial  duties  are 
undertaken  by  J\lr.  G.  Betts.  The  society  has 
done  much,  Mr.  Brown  explained  to  me,  towards 
exterminating  the  poaching  fraternity,  and  the 
society  is  now  talking  of  appointing  two  water 
bailiffs  to  look  after  the  river.  They  have  only 
one  difficulty  to  contend  with  in  this  direction, 


and  that  is  lack  of  funds.  With  the  object  of 
removing  it,  however,  the  local  angling  society 
have  approached  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  it  is 
stated  that  he  has  expressed  his  willingness  to 
hand  his  rights  of  fishing  over  to  the  club,  who 
would  then,  so  it  has  been  suggested,  issue 
annual  tickets  of  2s.  or  2s.  fid.  each,  whereby  it  is 
thought  the  necessary  funds  could  be  raised  to 
pay  the  bailiff’s  wages. 

”  You  would  issue  the  tickets  to  London 
anglers,  of  course,  Mr.  Brown  ?  ”  I  said. 

“  Certainly,  and  only  too  glad  to  see  our 
London  friends.” 

“  We  want  to  protect  and  improve  our  fishing 
so  that  people  will  be  glad  to  come  down  and  fish. 
That  is  our  idea — nothing  else.” 

“Well,  tell  us,”  I  think  I  can  hear  the  London 
club  angler  say,  “  about  the  fishing,  and  where  we 
shall  be  likely  to  get  a  good  take.” 

About  four  years  ago  the  River  Lark  was  cleared 
out,  and  its  appearance  has  since  greatly  im¬ 
proved  at  the  hands  of  the  Eastern  Counties 
Navigation  and  Transport  Company.  New 
staunches  or  locks  have  been  constructed,  and 
the  river  dredged.  To  allow  of  the  latter  work 
being  carried  out,  portions  of  the  river  were  run 
off  at  various  intervals,  and  naturally  the  opera¬ 
tion  resulted  in  a  good  many  fish  being  lost.  But 
the  river  is  to-day  well  stocked  with  roach  and 
dace,  whilst  it  is  also  making  itself  a  name  for 
trout.  The  Marquis  of  Bristol  has  a  trout 
stream  near  Tuddenham,  and  when  the 
floods  were  on  a  good  many  fish,  it  is 
believed,  got  into  the  main  river  at  “  Seven- 
trees,”  where  the  stream  joins  the  Lark. 
Within  the  past  fortnight  several  nice  trout 
have  been  caught,  up  to  iljlb.,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  there  will  be  some  first-class  sport  with  the 
trout  in  this  river  before  long.  I  myself,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  fishing  a  spot  I  shall  tell  ydu  of  further  on, 
caught  two  small  trout  on  my  roach  and  dace  tackle, 
and,  in  the  mill  dam  near  by,  lurks  a  61b.  fish. 

The  visiting  angler  will  find  a  very  deep  swim 
for  roach  and  dace  at  the  mill  staunch  at  Milden¬ 
hall,  whilst  at  the  end  of  the  mill-stream,  in  a 
very  sharp  run  of  water,  necessitating  a  heavy 
float,  it  is  worth  while  trying  for  dace  and  chub. 
Anglers  cannot  miss  the  spot  as  the  mill-stream 
and  the  staunch  are  opposite  a  boat-house.  Mr. 
W.  S.  Owers,  the  mill-owner  and  captain  of 
the  Fire  Brigade,  is  a  very  popular  man  in  the 
town,  and  would,  I  am  sure,  only  be  too  glad  to 
give  permission  to  fish  the  mill  dam.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  road  is  “Palmer's  Hole,”  and 
there,  on  Tuesday  morning,  I  saw  some  good 
half-pound  roach  and  very  fine  dace  priming. 
“Palmer’s  Hole”  faces  the  wharf  and  gasworks 
and  several  streams  run  into  it,  so  that  the  water 
is  generally  lively,  and  looks  just  the  place  for 
jack  in  the  winter.  The  hole  is  about  twenty 
feet  deep,  and  several  years  ago  a  number  of 
elephants,  belonging  to  a  circus  on  a  visit  to  the 
town,  got  into  the  river  here  and  had  a  good 
bath.  Re-crossing  the  road  we  see  the  Boat¬ 
house  swim  (as  I  shall  call  it)  again,  cross  a 
temporary  bridge  over  the  river,  and  find  that  we 
are  on  the  towing-path.  The  river  is  rather  shallow 
here,  but  having  come  to  a  chalk  quarry  and  a 
cottage  we  find  deeper  water.  At  Isleham,  which 
is  about  five  miles  from  Mildenhall,  there  is 
some  capital  perch  fishing,  which  should  well 
repay  a  visit.  This  is  down  the  river,  where 
deeper  water  exists,  but  going  up  stream  on  the 
towing-path  side,  by  way  of  the  wharf,  one  or 
two  swims  are  to  be  obtained.  But  just  now  the 
river  is  very  low,  weedy,  and  bright.  In  fact,  it 
is  terribly  weedy,  and  the  only  places  worth 
fishing  at  the  present  time  are  the  staunches, 
where  a  good  depth  of  water  is  to  be  obtained. 
Walking  in  the  direction  of  Icklingham,  on 
Monday  evening,  I  saw  many  shoals  of  roach, 
and  I  should  recommend  anglers  to  give  Barton 
Staunch  and  Barton  Mills  a  trial.  Jacktree 
Staunch  is  next  reached  along  the  bank.  Locally, 
this  has  a  great  reputation  for  fine  roach,  which 
run  from  .Jib.  to  1Gb.,  and  pounders  are  frequently 
taken,  especially  during  September  and  October. 
Then  we  have  'J’emple  Staunch  and  Bridge, 
another  very  good  spot.  At  Icklingham,  which 
is  about  four  miles  from  Mildenhall,  the  dace  run 
tine,  and  on  the  day  of  my  visit  I  took  twelve  in 
as  many  swims,  fishing  in"an  eddy  at  the  staunch, 
where  it  is  .between  three  and  four  feet  deep, 
The  backwater  from  Icklingham  Mill  runs  into 
the  main  river  hero,  and  th«  mill  pool  itself 


looks  a  very  nice  place  for  dace,  roach,  chub, 
and  trout.  This  is  the  haunt  of  the  61b.  trout  I 
have  already  referred  to,  and  I  can  imagine  the 
pretty  dance  he  must  have  given  his  would-be 
clerical  captor  round  the  pool.  I  caught  my 
two  trout  at  the  staunch  here,  the  bait  they 
took  being  a  caddis-bait,  or  case-worm,  as  the 
local  anglers  term  it.  Altogether  I  took  during 
my  peregrinations  up  and  down  the  river  twenty 
dace,  six  roach,  and  two  trout,  iu  spite  of  the  gin- 
bright  water. 

It  is  a  lovely  drive  to  Icklingham,  and  on 
Tuesday  morning  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  it.  Any 
angler  who  walks  it  must  keep  an  eye  open  for 
the  five  cross  roads.  However,  he  ought  not  to 
lose  himself  as  there  is  a  sign-post  at  the  spot, 
and,  if  the  visitor  observes  the  way  it  points,  he 
will  eventually  find  himself  at  the  Red  Lion,  when 
he  will  no  doubt  be  ijuite  ready  for  refreshments. 
It  is  a  charming  walk,  a  lovely  drive,  from 
Mildenhall  to  Icklingham.  The  district  is  well 
wooded,  and  the  fragrance  from  the  pines  is 
simplydelicious,andquite  unlike  the  odours  round 
about  Fleet-street.  On  our  way  to  Icklingham 
we  came  across  an  immense  rabbit  warren,  which 
must  be  a  very  profitable  concern,  judging  from 
the  fact  that  it  fetches  £T000  a  year  Irom  a  certain 
gentleman  who  supplies  the  London  markets 
with  rabbits.  In  the  evening  thousands  of 
rabbits  can  be  seen  squatting  about  the  warren 
from  the  roadside.  The  game  about  here  is 
strictly  preserved,  and  in  the  district,  I  believe, 
2000  pheasants  were  once  shot  in  a  single 
day.  As  we  drive  along,  a  cock  pheasant  stalks 
majestically  across  the  road,  never  offering  to  get 
up,  and  partridges  are  equally  as  tame.  Then  we 
note  a  pretty  little  squirrel,  with  his  bushy  tail 
waving  to  and  fro  in  the  pleasant  breeze,  as  he 
bounds  along  and  looks  shyly  at  ns  in  the  dog¬ 
cart.  Round  about  here  is  a  fine  country,  and 
those  anglers  in  search  of  a  pleasant  holiday 
could  not  do  better  than  give  Mildenhall  a  turn. 

Now  as  to  the  train  service  between  Liverpool- 
street  and  Mildenhall.  First  and  foremost  there 
are  no  Sunday  trains  to  Mildenhall,  but  anglers 
will  he  enabled  to  go  down  on  Saturday  afternoon 
at  4.32,  and  come  back  to  town  on  Monday  by 
the  train  leaving  Mildenhall  at  6.6  p.m.,  reaching 
Liverpool-street  at  9  45  p.m.  There  is  a  long  wait 
by  this  train  at  Cambiilge,  but,  if  so  disposed,  the 
traveller  can  see  what  the  tovvn  is  like  during  the 
hour  or  so  that  elapses  before  the  London  express 
arrives.  The  train  service  is  as  follows  : — 


Leave.  Arrive.  Leave.  Arrive. 

Liverpool  St.  Mildenhall.  Mildenhall.  Liverpool  St. 


A.M. 

AM. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

5.55 

10.23 

7.43 

10.15 

P.M. 

P.M. 

11  0 

Change  1.18 

9.43 

12.35 

P.M. 

Cambridge 

*11.55 

Change  2.52 

4.32 

6.48 

P.M. 

Cambridge 

3.28 

6.  8 

6.  6 

9.45 

*  Thursdays  excepted. 

With  regard  to  accommodation  for  visitors 
there  is  any  amount  in  Mildenhall.  There  are  two 
capital  commercial  hotels,  the  Bell,  Mr.  John 
Booty,  and  the  White  Hart,  Mr.  William  Willson. 
Capital  accommodation  I  am  told  is  to  be  found 
at  various  other  inns,  &c.,  and  I  am  sure  club 
anglers  would  be  made  very  comfortable  at  a  very 
reasonable  charge  at  the  Queen’s  Arms,  in  West- 
street,  and  beds  can  also  be  engaged  at  a  coffee 
and  dining  rooms  at  the  top  of  Mill-street. 

Just  now  the  Lark  is  running  exceptionally 
low  and  bright,  but  if  anglers  think  of  visiting 
it  they  cannot  do  better  than  fish  at  the  various 
spots  I  have  inlica  ed.  If  any  anglers  would 
like  to  be  shown  over  the  river  they  should  write 
to  Mr.  West,  fisherman,  Mildenhall,  who  knows 
every  inch  of  the  water,  how  to  fish  it,  and 
where  the  fish  are.  The  most  killing  bait  seems 
to  be  the  caddis-bait,  which  can  bo  found  in  any 
little  ditch  or  in  the  river  itself.  Gentles  should 
aUo  be  tried,  whilst  a  bkckbeetle  is  also  reckoned 
a  killing  lure.  ()a  Tuesday  I  saw  one  of  the 
local  anglers  catch  some  dace  with  that  bait,  and 
lie  said  he  found  it  took  well  with  that  fish  and 
chub  and  roach.  By  the  bye,  I  saw  a  nice  lot  of 
chub  on  the  shallows  at  the  “  Boathouse  Swim,” 
but  I  was  unable  to  touch  one  of  them.  Some  of 
the  fish  were  3-pounders,  and  last  week — so  I 
was  told— a  I^lb.  chuli  was  captured  in  the 
vicinity.  The  roach  take  wheat  well  in  August 
and  September,  and  in  the  winter  months  the 
red  worm  is  mostly  used,  Goosfii^ufM,. 
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A  SHORT  FISHING  TOUR  IN 

NORWAY. 


By  H.  D.  W. 


I  PROPOSE  to  offer  a  short  sketch  of  a  fishing 
tour  in  Norway,  and  will  give  a  route  under¬ 
taken  during  the  last  two  years,  which  com¬ 
prises  steamboat  travelling  and  driving  through 
some  of  the  grandest  scenei’y  in  the  land  of 
mountains  and  lakes. 

As  a  rule,  visitors  to  Norway  travel  rapidly, 
and  endeavour  to  see  as  much  of  the  country  as 
possible  in  the  time  at  their  disposal. 

During  my  first  visit,  undertaken  in  the  year 
1890,  I  adopted  this  plan  :  Entering  Norway  by 
Christiania,  the  capital,  situated  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  south,  I  worked  my  way  up  towards  the 
north,  passing  through  the  famous  valleys  of 
Godbransdal  and  Romsdal  as  far  as' the  Mold 
Fjords,  that  is  to  say,  to  latitude  62'^,  that  of  the 
Faroe  Islands,  which  are  considerably  to  the 
north  of  the  Shetland  Islands.  I  entered  Norway 
in  the  third  week  in  May,  too  early  in  the  season  for 
fishing,  and  so  lost  many  opportunities  for  sport. 

After  two  years’  experience  in  Norway,  I  fixed 
on  the  route  the  subject  of  this  evening’s  paper, 
which  I  adopted  last  year,  and  hope  to  follow 
again  this  year,  entering  Norway  towards  the  close 
of  June,  when  the  fishing  season  commences. 

In  comparison  with  the  rivers  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  the  Norwegian  rivers  are  late  and 
the  fishing  sea.son  short.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
make  any  reference  to  salmon  fishing,  as  I  have 
had  no  experience  of  it.  The  salmon  rivers  are  all 
let  on  leases,  and  ordiniry  travellers  have  no 
chance  of  killing  a  salmon.  Trout  fishing  is  to 
be  had  everywhere,  in  fact  the  country  of  Norway 
may  be  described  as  a  succession  of  chains  of 
mountains  intersected  by  narrow  valleys  contain¬ 
ing  innumerable  lakes,  fed  by  melting  snow, 
finally  forming  rivers  on  approaching  the  fjords 
or  long  bays  stretching  inland  from  the  sea,  in 
some  instances  over  100  miles.  Trout  fishing  is 
free,  as  the  lakes  are,  as  a  rule,  of  great  extent. 

The  peasantry  own  the  farms,  which  consist 
of  small  plots  of  grass  and  cultureable  lands 
situated  on  the  low  slopes  on  which  the  farm 
huts  and  cattle  sheds  are  situated,  and  also  own 
shares  in  vast  tracts  of  grazing  land  in  the  moun¬ 
tains,  which,  as  a  rule,  rise  abruptly  from  the 
valleys. 

The  peasantry  are  expert  fishermen.  They  fish 
with  the  worm  chiefly  at  night  in  the  summer 
months,  and  using  night-lines  of  great  length 
with  numerous  hooks;  they  also  use  the  fly  by 
the  aid  of  the  “  otter.”  In  the  autumn  when  the 
snow  has  melted  and  the  lakes  are  low  they  use 
nets.  Fish  form  a  considerable  portion  of  their 
diet ;  it  will  be  easily  understood,  therefore,  that 
in  cases  of  lakes  ten  and  twenty  miles  in  length 
it  is  impossible  for  small  farmers  to  combine  and 
reserve  the  right  of  fishing.  For  a  similar  reason 
much  difficulty  is  experienced  in  securing  leases 
of  salmon  rivers.  Arrangements  may  have  to  be 
made  with  in  some  instances  thirty  or  forty 
farmers,  and  this  can  only  be  done  through  agents. 

Norway  is  being  “  opened  up  ”  year  by  year. 
The  number  of  sportsmen  inquiring  for  salmon 
fishing  and  shooting  is  increasing,  and  river 
rents  as  a  result  are  now  as  high  as  they  are  in 
the  North  of  England.  The  tourist,  therefore, 
must  look  for  trout  fishing  only,  and  with  this  he 
will,  I  am  convinced,  be  more  than  satisfied.  I 
recommend  the  trip  I  have  in  contemplation 
for  these  reasons ; — First,  on  account  of  its 
cheapness  ;  secondly,  on  account  of  the  good 
sport  to  be  had  ;  and  thirdly,  from  the  fact 
that  the  climate  and  scenery  offer  attractions, 
which,  to  my  mind,  are  not  to  be  found  else¬ 
where. 

The  route  which  I  would  recommend,  and 
which  I  hope  to  take  this  year,  is  via  Hull  and 
Bergen  to  Nord  Fjords,  returning  by  Sond  and 
Sogn  Fjord,  and  for  the  convenience  of  intending 
tourists  I  have  estimated  the  expense  of  a  month’s 
visit. 

There  is  probably  no  other  country  in  the 
world  where  a  traveller  ignorant  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  can  journey  with  greater  comfort  than  in 
Norway.  A  smattering  of  Norwegian  with  the 
aid  of  a  vocabulary  is  not  difficult  to  acquire, 
and  as  Norwegians  emigrate  to  America  in  large 
numbers  yearly,  and  return  with  a  “  pile  ’’  and 


a  stock  of  English,  a  traveller  has  very  little 
difficulty  in  making  his  wants  known. 

Progress  is  rendered  all  the  more  easy  from 
the  fact  that  travelling  arrangements  are  all 
under  Government  supervision,  .and  also  from 
the  proverbial  honesty  and  hospitable  character 
of  the  people. 

During  the  three  summers  spent  by  mo  in 
Norway  I  have  never  met  with  an  instance  of  an 
attempt  at  imposition. 

The  route  proposed  involves  steamboat  and 
driving  travelling.  The  traveller  on  his  first 
visit  usually  places  himself  in  the  hands  of  the 
touring  agents,  and  routes  can  bo  arranged 
either  by  time  or  money,  that  is  to  say,  an  agent 
can  provide  a  trip  for  £10,  £20,  or  £30,  and  so 
forth,  or  a  month  or  two  months’  tour,  naming 
the  exact  cost.  Coupons  for  steamer  journeying 
and  driving  stages  are  furnished,  and  this  system 
of  payment  relieves  the  traveller  of  the  incon¬ 
venience  of  carrying  with  him  bags  of  change 
which  would  otherwise  have  to  be  taken,  as  small 
sums  have  constantly  to  be  disbursed,  and  bank 
notes  and  sovereigns  cannot  be  changed.  Norway 
has  been  opened  up,  as  I  have  said,  to  a  great 
extent  of  late  years. 

New  lines  of  steamers  have  been  established, 
running  from  Hull,  Newcastle,  and  other  porta, 
and  new  roads  are  being  laid  down  in  Norway. 
The  hotel  accommodation  is  improving  year  by 
year,  and  a  trip  to  Norway  is  becoming  a  fashion¬ 
able  “outing.”  In  consequence  there  are  several 
agencies  established  there,  through  whom  routes 
and  estimates  of  expenses  can  be  obtained ;  the 
chief  are  Bennett’s,  Cook’s,  and  Beyer’s.  I  have 
made  use  of  Bennett’s  agency,  and  can  thoroughly 
recommend  the  firm,  though  most  probably  the 
others  mentioned  are  equally  reliable  for  infor¬ 
mation  and  excellency  of  arrangements.  I  lay 
before  the  meeting  a  sketch  of  a  month’s  tour,  as 
recommended  by  me,  and  framed  by  Messrs. 
Bennett  at  my  request.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
sum  of  £12  placed  in  their  hands  will  provide 
the  entire  cost  of  such  a  trip  in  Norway.  It  would 
include  steamer  fares  and  food,  hotel,  and  driving 
expenses,  for  which  books  of  coupons  are  issued. 
I  use  such  coupons  for  steamer  and  driving 
purposes,  and  make  my  own  bargains  for  hotel 
board  and  lodging,  as  I  spsnd  the  whole  of  my 
days  out  of  doors,  and  am  absent  from  the  mid-day 
dinner  which  is  the  principal  meal  of  the  day. 
To  the  above  sum  of  ,£12  must  be  added  the 
expenses  of  the  journey  to  Hull  and  back,  £2.  A 
return  ticket  to  Bergen  by  one  of  Messrs.  Wilson’s 
excellent  steamers  costs  £6;  roughly  speaking, 
therefore,  a  most  enjoyable  month  may  be  passed 
in  Norway  for  £20.  The  handbooks  of  travel 
give  the  daily  expense  at  £1,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  this  estimate  contemplates 
almost  daily  travelling,  and  even  this  expense  of 
daily  travelling  and  hotel  boarding  is  to  my  mind 
unnecessarily  high.  Messrs.  Bennett,  of  Bergen, 
to  whom  I  wrote  on  the  subject  of  this  fishing 
tour,  replied;  “Enclosed  is  an  itinerary  of  the  tour 
mentioned,  for  which  we  can  supply  you  with  all 
necessai’y  tickets  (hotel  and  travelling)  for  the 
sum  of  £12,  for  one  person  travelling  in  a  carriole. 
If  two  persons  travel  together  in  a  stoljkacre,  the 
above-mentioned  price  will  be  reduced  to  £7. 
Should  you  lengthen  your  stay  at  auy  of  the 
places,  you  should  reckon  upon  four  cronins  extra 
a  day,  if  the  prolonged  stay  be  at  any  hotel  whei'e 
you  are  booked  to  stay  at  least  one  week,  other¬ 
wise  reckon  5ks.  to  6ks.  a  day.  We  may'  mention 
that,  in  our  estimate  of  £12,  the  meals  on  board 
the  steamers  are  also  included.” 

As  for  fishing  expenses,  I  may  say  that  as  a 
rule  3kr.,  i  e.,  3s.  3d.,  are  charged  for  a  boat  and 
a  boatman  for  a  day.  So  much  for  the  expenses 
of  the  tour.  As  to  actual  travelling,  I  should 
recommend  Hull  as  the  port  for  embarcation  for 
fishermen  from  the  South  of  England  Excellent 
steamers  sail  for  Bergen  from  London,  but  by 
this  route  a  long  sea  voyage  has  to  be  endured, 
and  the  Hull  passage  is  the  best  for  those  who 
are  not  accustomed  to  the  sea.  Messrs.  W’^ilson’s 
steamers  sail  twice  a  week.  I  take  my  passage 
by  the  steamer  sailing  on  Tuesdays.  A  conve¬ 
nient  train  leaves  King’s  Cross  at  12.30,  reaching 
Hull  at  0.30.  The  steamer  sails  at  seven,  and  in 
a  few  hours  passes  out  of  the  Humber  into  the 
open  sea.  The  crossing  takes  about  thirty-six 
houi’S,  but  much  depends  upon  the  weather,  and 
the  time  occupied  in  calling  at  Stavanger,  a  port 
in  the  south  of  Bergen,  Stavanger  is  reached  in 


the  early  morning  of,  say,  Thursday.  It  is  a  town 
of  considerable  importance,  being  one  of  the 
largest  ports  in  the  South  of  Norway',  and  a 
favourite  point  for  embarcation  by  travellers.  A 
glance  of  the  map  placed  before  you  will  show 
that,  on  leaving  Stavanger,  the  run  to  Bergen  is 
made  in  still  water,  as  the  vessel  passes  inside  .a 
series  of  islands  of  considerable  size.  The  scenery' 
on  all  sides  is  extremely  fine,  and  a  delightful 
passage  of  six  hours  lands  you  at  Bergen.  I  will 
not  enter  into  a  long  description  of  this  city,  as  I 
have  intended  to  give  simply  a  sketch  of  the 
route  I  would  recommend.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
it  is  a  large  and  busy  ship-building  and  fishing 
city.  Ships  sail  to  Hergen  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  the  great  trades  being  that  of  timber  and 
dried  fish.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are 
wood,  and  have  quaint  and  picturesque  appear¬ 
ances.  'L’he  city  is  surrounded  by  high  moun- 
tain-i,  and  one  inconvenient  characteristic 
feature  of  it  is  that  it  has  a  greater  rain¬ 
fall  than  that  of  any  other  city  in  Europe. 
The  average  rainfall  in  England  is,  I  believe, 
about  twenty-seven  inches,  and  that  of  Bergen  is 
sixty-three ;  consequently  a  resident  of  Bergen 
always  carries  an  umbrella,  and  it  is  said  that  a 
Bergen  horse  shies  at  seeing  anyone  without  one, 
the  sight  being  to  him  strange.  Bergen  has  two 
natural  harbours  of  immense  size,  with  great 
depth  of  water,  one  being  devoted  to  the  use  of 
yachts,  the  other  being  occupied  by  trading 
vessels.  The  passage  steamers  land  at  the  latter, 
and  Smebby’s  Hotel  (recommended  by  Messrs. 
Bennett)  is  situated  close  to  the  landing  quays. 
There  are  many  excellent  hotels  in  Bergen,  but 
as  I  have  made  use  of  Smebby’s  only,  I  endorse 
Messrs.  Bennett’s  recommendation.  It  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  secure  a  passage  by  Wilson’s  steamers  six 
weeks  or  two  months  beforehand,  and,  through 
Messrs.  Bennett,  a  room  should  be  engaged  in  the 
same  way  at  Smebby’s  Hotel.  Wilson’s  steamers 
carry  in  the  summer  months  over  100  first-class 
passengers,  and  as  they  make  a  short  stay  only  at 
Bergen,  the  hotels  are  generally  found  full  on  the 
arrival  of  the  steamers  filled  with  returning 
tourists.  If  Smebby’s  Hotel  is  full  up,  the 
proprietor  is  always  willing  to  procure  a  bedroom 
close  by,  and  little  or  no  inconvenience  is  caused 
by  such  an  arrangement.  A  week  can  be  passed 
at  Bergen  with  the  greatest  pleasure.  There  is 
much  to  be  seen  in  the  city;  the  interesting 
museums,  containing  magnificent  displays  of 
furs,  old  and  modern  silver,  plate  and  jewellery, 
and  the  wonders  of  the  curiosity  shops,  affording 
great  attractions,  while  a  lovely  valley  passing 
through  the  grand  mountains  which  face  the  bay 
of  Bergen  att'ords  opportunities  of  driving  and 
rambling  trips  which  may  occupy  several  days. 
The  fjord  steamers  sail  to  their  destination  twice 
a  week  only,  and  on  visiting  Bennett’s  office  the 
tourist  will  find  a  passage  secured  by  the  first 
available  boat.  This  may  sail  on  the  Saturday 
about  9  a.m.  for  Loen,  the  first  fishing  station  of 
the  route,  and  the  tourist  will  thus  have  time  to 
recover  from  the  effect  of  the  passage,  if  he  be  a 
poor  sailor,  and  to  see  Bergen  satisfactorily.  The 
fjord  steamers  carry  about  fifty  first-class  and  a 
large  number  of  second-class  passengers,  and,  as 
it  may  be  said  the  whole  of  the  home  trade  of 
Norway  is  carried  on  coasting  and  fjord  steamers, 
much  cargo  is  also  carried. 

(To  he  continued.) 


Unwelcome  Guests. — The  beginning  of  last 
November  a  Fin  returned  to  his  little  turf  hut  by 
the  shores  of  the  lake  “  Snolojavre,”  in  Lapland, 
for  the  purpose  of  fetching  away  some  fish  which 
he  had  caught  during  the  summer  and  salted 
down.  He  found,  however,  that  daring  his 
absence  there  had  been  visitors  even  iu  that 
lonely  spot.  The  stones  around  the  fireplace 
were  torn  up  and  thrown  out ;  the  coffee-kettle 
was  smashed  up,  and  a  bag  of  salt  which  had 
been  suspended  from  the  roof  was  palled  down 
and  its  contents  spilt  all  over  the  place.  The 
barrel  of  fish  which  he  had  buried  under  a  layer 
of  turf  and  stones  had  been  dug  up  and  the  fish 
eaten  ;  while  all  round  the  hut  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  spring  of  water, 
the  snov  was  trampled  down  or  scraped  away'. 
From  the  tracks  it  appeared  that  a  couple  of 
bears  had  been  making  themselves  at  home;  pro¬ 
bably  their  meal  of  salt  fish  had  created  the  satis¬ 
factory  thirst,  which  made  them  dig  away  in  the 
snow  till  they  reached  the  water. 
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THE  RIVERS  OF  DEVON 

FROM  SOURCE  TO  SEA* 

This  delightful  book,  consisting  of  3b0  pages, 
descriptive  of  the  rivers  of  Devon,  with  some 
account  of  the  towns  and  villages  on  their  banks, 
is  by  the  author  of  “  An  Exploration  of  Dart¬ 
moor  and  its  Antiquities,”  “  An  Exploration  of 
Exmoor  and  the  Hill  Country  of  West  Somerset," 
“  Okohampton  :  its  Castles,”  &c.,  and  is  therefore 
the  work  of  no  ’prentice  hand.  It  is  divided 
into  seventeen  chapters,  and  is  beautifully 
printed  on  good  paper.  The  illustrations,  of 
which  there  are  twmnty-one  (including  four 
etchings)  are  works  of  art,  and  one  glance  will 
set  the  reader  longing  to  visit  the  scenes  so 
admirably  portrayed. 

The  word  “river”  has  a  peculiar  fascination 
for  the  angler;  and  every  follower  of  the  beloved 
master  who  is  fortunate  enough  to  peruse  this 
charming  description  of  the  rivers  of  the  West 
wnll  find  that  the  interest  is  sustained  from  the 
very  first  line  to  the  finish. 

The  angler  pure  and  simple,  whose  time  in  this 
last  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  is  limited, 
may  regret  that  the  volume  is  not  wholly  devoted 
to  his  beloved  sport;  but  the  ideal  angler  (whom 
I  have  in  my  mind’s  eye)  would  be  hard  indeed 
to  please  were  he  other  than  deeply  interested  in 
this  instructive  and  entertaining  work. 

To  attempt  to  follow  the  author  in  his  wander¬ 
ings  “through  scenery 
of  every  description — 
through  scenery  of 
moorland,  of  woodland, 
of  pasture,  of  wave- 
washed  rock — through 
scenery  that  only  Devon 
can  show,”  would  be  to 
us  a  pleasant  task  ;  but 
it  must  be  left  for  the 
reader  to  begin  at  the 
preface,  and,  meta¬ 
phorically  taking  the 
hand  of  the  author 
(J.  L.  W.  Page),  wander 
with  him  by  the  sides 
of  all  these  rivers 
“from  source  to  sea,” 
when  we  can  promise 
him  that  he  will  not 
find  a  dull  or  unin¬ 
teresting  page  in  the 
whole  volume. 

One  great  charm 
which  this  work  pos¬ 
sesses  is  its  frankness ; 
and  although  the  author 
frecjuently  breaks  into 
pathos  and  poetry,  he 
is  not  slow  in  calling  a 
spade  a  spade.  He 
very  naively  tells  his 
readers  not  to  trust 
the  Devonshire  mile.  He  says  :  “  Multiply  every 
distance  given  (especially  in  out-of-the-way 
districts)  by  two ;  occasionally  by  three.  ‘  As 
long  as  a  Devonshire  mile  ’  is  a  common  saying 
in  the  West  Country,  and  the  rustic  would 
make  it  longer  still.  Sometimes,  however,  he 
will  double  the  distance.  Here  is  an  illus¬ 
tration  of  both  methods.  On  one  occasion, 
when  about  five  miles  from  Torquay,  I  was  told 
that  the  distance  was  three,  although  a  minute 
before  it  had  been  given  at  ten.  In  short,  the 
country  people  have  no  idea  of  distance,  and 
almost  always  underestimate  it.” 

In  describing  the  characteristics  of  the  rivers, 
the  author  says : 

“The  mighty  throes  of  the  great  mother  that 
caused  the  upheaval  of  Dartmoor,  and  in  a  lesser 
degree  of  Exmoor  too,  have  given  us  one  of 
the  loveliest  of  English  counties,  and  certainly 
the  loveliest  of  English  streams. 

“  For  this  is  why  our  Devon  rivers  have  such 
brief  existence ;  this  is  why  many  measure  but 
two-score  miles  from  source  to  sea,  and  as  many 
more  are  of  leng'’\  even  less.  Not  onlv  is  the 
county  bounded  north  and  south  by  the  ‘  salt 
water,’  as  1  once  heard  a  Welsh  farmer  pic¬ 
turesquely  term  the  sea,  but  no  less  than  half  of 


«  “The  Rivera  of  Devon  from  Source  to  Sea.”  By 
John  Llotd  Warden  Page.  London;  Seeley  and  Co., 
Limited,  Essex-street,  Strand. 


them  rise  iu  the  very  centre,  fifteen  to  eighteen 
hundred  feet  above  the  waters  of  the  two  channels, 
and  from  a  neighbouring  height  you  may  see  the 
blue  expanse  right  well,  and  on  a  clear  day  the 
ships  too.  A  descent  of  a  couple  of  hundred  feet 
in  a  single  mile  is  nothing  for  these  mountain- 
born  streams.” 

The  places  of  interest  along  the  route  are 
graphically  described  and  abound  with  anecdote. 
Speaking  of  Dartmoor,  we  are  told  it  is  not  a 
place  to  he  dealt  with  delicately : 

“  But  if  you  keep  clear  of  fogs  (and  bogs)  you 
can  come  to  no  harm,  and  you  will  see  rock  and 
boulder,  hill  and  valley,  torrent  and  tor,  multi¬ 
plied  almost  unceasingly,  and  the  latter  at  all 
events,  changing  its  appearance  strangely  at 
every  hundred  yards  And  you  will  see  tints  of 
blue  and  purple,  and  ochre,  and  I  know  not  how 
many  other  colours,  changing  unceasingly  too, 
as  the  cloud  shadows  move  majestically  over  the 
waste,  a  silent  but  mysterious  host.  And,  if  you 
will,  you  can  get  into  the  clouds  themselves,  and 
that  not  seldom  either  ;  for  this  Dartmoor  reaches 
2000  feet  above  the  sea.” 

The  reader  is  taken,  commencing  towards  the 
rising  sun,  to  the  Axe,  the  Otter,  the  Exe,  the 
Culm,  the  Teign,  the  Dart,  the  Avon,  the  Ernie, 
the  A^ealm,  the  Plym,  the  Tavy,  &c.,  Ac. 

“  First  of  Devon’s  thousand  streams, 

Silver  Axe  !  ” 

But,  although  we  must  perforce  leave  him  to  pick 


out  the  gems  he  loves  best,  we  cannot  refrain 
from  quoting  the  following  : 

“  The  view  from  the  churchyard  is  fine.  Almost 
due  north  runs  the  valley  of  the  Quarme,  closed  at 
the  head  by  the  long  purple  swell  of  Dunkerry. 
To  the  left  niaj^  be  traced  the  windings  of  the 
valley  from  Winsford,  the  heathery  upland  of 
Winsford  Hill  rising  over  the  green  pastures  of 
the  lower  slopes.  A  horn  sounds  below.  Up  the 
road  from  Dulverton  comes  with  fine  cheery 
rattle  the  ‘Wild  West  ’  coach  en route  for  Dunster 
and  Minehead.  Keep  your  eye  on  that  opening 
there  where  a  bit  of  the  road  can  be  seen,  and 
you  will  catch  sight  of  the  driver — Tom  Baker 
— and  box-seat  passengers,  perhaps  even  of  the 
gaily-painted  vehicle  itself  swinging  up  the  1 
valley  as  fast  as  four  good  horses  can  travel.  I 
I  There  they  go — a  goodly  company !  Their  faces  j 
'  cannot  be  seen,  but  if  they  are  not  exhilarated  by  | 

^  this  bracing  moorland  air — they  ought  to  be.  \ 
As  we  approach  Dulverton  the  hills  become 
higher  and  more  densely  wooded.  Promontory 
j  succeeds  promontory,  sometimes  threatening  to 
j  block  the  valley  altogether.  But  the  river,  now 
widening  rapidly,  though  still  sliding  shallow 
over  ‘  shingly  bars,’  finds  for  itself  a  way. 

,  Presently  sweeping  into  a  green  strath,  bounded  | 
by  a  steep  wooded  hill  on  the  one  hand  and  the  j 
bracken-besprinkled  park  of  Baronsdown  on  the 
'  other,  we  come  upon  a  crumbling  ruin.” 

Again,  as  we  journey  from  Tiverton  to  the 


sea,  we  begin  by  crossing  to  the  western  bank  of 
river,  which  is  spanned  by  a  picturesque  old 
bridge  of  five  arches.  This  spot  bristles  with 
historical  associations,  and  as  we  pass  Bickleigh 
we  are  regaled  with  an  account  of  that  extra¬ 
ordinary  character,  Bamfylde  Moore  Carew,  son 
of  the  Rev.  Theodore  Carew,  born  in  1693,  and 
styled  the  “King  of  the  Beggars.”  He  died  in 
1759,  “a  melancholy  instance  of  misused  talents; 
an  exhibition  of  a  living  lie.” 

In  the  course  of  our  wanderings  we  come  to 
the  rambling  village  of  Christow,  “  which  is 
a  pretty  place.”  But  methinks  the  contemplative 
.angler  will  not  quite  agree  with  the  author  when 
he  says  “  the  dulness  of  life  in  these  far-away 
hamlets  must  be  something  appalling " ;  for 
what  can  bo  more  delightful  to  the  jaded  dweller 
in  the  busy  city  than  a  sojourn  in  such  a  calm 
and  peaceful  spot ! 

We  read  still  further  in  this  charming  book 
that  there  is  nothing  particularly  interesting 
about  the  hamlet  of  Postbridge;  but  at  the  inn 
there  is  a  “Visitor’s  Book,”  in  which  a  gentleman 
put  his  praises  into  verse,  and,  after  expressing 
the  satisfaction  he  felt  at  the  dissection  (and 
possibly  digestion)  of  a  fowl,  finishes  thus  : 

“  Let  the  stately  swells  go  on 
To  their  dinners  a  la  mode ; 

But,  oh,  for  the  taste  of  that  vanished  hen, 

At  the  inn  on  the  Dartmoor  road  !  ” 

The  sportsman  is  very  rudely  treated  indeed. 

The  trout  fisher  who 
bewails  the  weather 
and  the  water,  is 
gravely  informed  that 
failure  is  possibly  due 
to  his  want  of  skill ; 
while  the  fowler,  who 
slew,  according  to  his 
own  account,  a  phe¬ 
nomenal  number  of 
snipe,  is  warned  that 
“  all  liars  shall  have 
their  portion,’’  &c. 
There  is  some  little 
consolation  to  the 
angler,  even  in  the 
“Visitors’  Book,”  to 
know  that  snipe 
catchers  are  included 
in  the  exaggerator's 
category.  We  have 
said  enough  to  whet 
the  appetite  of  all  who 
love  to  ramble  by  the 
river,  yet,  if  space 
would  permit,  we  should 
like  to  reproduce  one 
or  two  examples  of  the 
quaint  epitaphs  which 
may  be  found  in  some 
of  the  Devonian  village 
churchyards.  Should 
the  hoi  id  ay- seeker  be 
an  adept  in  the  art  of  casting  the  fly,  he  cannot 
do  better,  when  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dulver¬ 
ton,  than  seek  the  shelter  of  the  hospitable  inns 
known  as  “  The  Lion  ”  and  “  The  Lamb.”  A  feel¬ 
ing  of  calm  and  peace  pervades  us  as  we  near  the 
end  of  this  charming  work;  and  it  seems  only 
natur-al  that  the  lion  and  the  lamb  should  be 
found  in  such  friendly  juxtaposition. 

The  description  of  the  Docne  Valley  and  the 
anecdotes  of  the  Doones,  with  which  we  reluctantly 
close  the  book,  are  familiar  to  all  who  have 
read  the  thrilling  pages  of  Blackmore’s  greatest 
romance ;  and  we  will  imitate  the  author  of  The 
Rivers  of  Devon  ”  by  quoting  the  following,  by  the 
late  R.  W.  Baddeley  (“  The  Dales  of  Devon  ”) : — 

“  Rivers  that  gleam  ;  the  red  decay 
Of  woods  upon  their  russet  floors ; 

Highlands  and  hills  that  far  away 
Rise  blue  and  quiet  from  the  moors  : 

Slopes  red  with  fallows,  green  with  leas  ; 

Lands  roll’d  and  slanted ;  field  and  flood  ; 
White  halls  and,  over  villages. 

Towers,  here  and  there,  of  God.” 


Mr.  Wiieeley  landed  a  trout  at  the  Tumbling 
Bay,  Shepperton,  on  Tuesday;  a  full-grown  fish, 
with  a  hooked  under-jaw.  This  fish  was  red 
spotted,  and  of  a  brilliant  yellow  colour,  as  bright 
as  a  new  sovereign.  It  weighed  three  pounds, 
and  is  evidently  one  of  the  trout  introduced  from 
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NOT  A  RED-LETTER  DAY. 


By  C.  W.  Gedkey. 


There  never  was  such  a  short  May-fly  season 
on  the  Darenth  as  we  have  experienced  this 
spring.  I  have  almost  lived  on  the  river’s  banks 
since  the  fly  first  came  up  on  May  13,  and  yet 
my  score  has  been  the  smallest  on  record.  The 
fish  have  been  most  exasperatingly  shy  during 
the  one  week  that  those  big  flies  rose  in  anything 
like  quantities;  but,  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight 
from  their  first  appearance,  the  large  trout 
refused  to  look  at  them.  Last  Monday  should 
have  been  a  real  red-letter  day,  for  I  was  fishing 
one  of  the  best  stocked  and  most  strictly  pre¬ 
served  lengths  of  the  river.  There  was  a  scorch¬ 
ing  hot  sun  and  a  north-westerly  wind,  which 
occasionally  brought  up  thunder  clouds,  and 
when  there  is  thunder  in  the  air  it  is  hopeless  to 
attempt  to  entice  trout  to  rise  to  the  surface. 
This  was  the  case  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
and  I  worked  for  six  mortal  hours  as  if  my  life 
depended  upon  the  result,  and  the  total  score  at 
four  o’clock  was  one  solitary  trout !  Remember 
this  was  on  the  choicest  water  in  the  Darenth — 
water  that  teams  with  big  fish.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  only  specimen  for  which  I  bad  laboured 
so  hard  was  caught  by  the  tail !  He  flirted’ 
at  my  big  May-fly,  and  tried  to  knock  it 
under  water  with  his  tail — a  common  trick  when 
trout  are  not  feeding  on  surfaee  food.  I  struck 
and  hooked  the  rascal,  and  a  pretty  dance  he 
led  me,  bolting  into  a  weed  bed,  in  four  foot  of 
water,  and  necessitating  my  going  in  and  prod¬ 
ding  him  out  with  the  landing-net  handle.  He 
was  finally  netted,  however,  and  paid  the  penalty 
with  his  life — a  lovely  fish  of  11b.  lOoz.  As  1 
have  already  said,  he  was  the  only  occupant  of 
my  basket,  but  a  score  or  more  of  wretched  little 
quarter-pounders  had  been  taken  and  returned 
to  grow  larger.  But  hope  springs  eternal  in 
the  breast  of  the  angler,  and  so  we  rested  hope¬ 
fully  beneath  a  grand  old  oak  and  waited  for  the 
sun  to  drop  behind  the  hill.  A  mother  dab- 
chick  came  from  a  bed  of  yellow  iris,  and  recon- 
noitered,  then  calling  to  her  brood  of  tiny  little 
ones  they  paddled  round  her  as  she  found  them 
food,  regardless  of  my  presence.  Presently  a 
score  of  thirty  lambs  came  down,  and  waded  in 
shallow  water  as  they  drank.  Wood -pigeons  too 
came  and  took  their  evening  bath,  but  my 
presence  was  well-known  to  these  wary  fellows, 
and  they  gave  me  a  wide  berth.  Baby  rabbits, 
scarcely  larger  than  balls  of  grey  worsted,  began 
to  frisk  about  on  a  knoll  to  my  right,  and  a 
corncrake  croaked  vigorously  in  the  long  grass 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream.  These  fami¬ 
liar  evidences  of  a  closing  day  were  all  noted, 
as  were  the  rising  clouds  of  wee  black  gnat 
that  hovered  on  the  surface  of  the  stream, 
where  lengthening  shadows  from  adjacent  trees 
threw  their  grateful  shade.  But  still  the  trout 
failed  to  rise. 

There  is  an  awakening  of  insect  life  in  the 
foliage  of  the  branches  above  us ;  for  the  oak 
moths  are  nocturnal  in  their  habits,  and  they 
only  become  active  as  the  daylight  fades.  This 
has  been  a  very  prolific  season  with  all  the 
Lepidoptera — as  our  agriculturists  know  to  their 
cost — and  the  oaks  have  been  literally  alive  with 
Vanessse  and  A.  iris,  besides  a  host  of  smaller 
members  of  the  tribe.  Soon  they  will  envelope 
the  outer  branches  overhead  in  a  gyrating  cloud, 
and,  buzzing  round  their  wingless  sweethearts, 
flutter  out  the  few  hours  of  perfect  existence 
that  is  allotted  to  them.  Happy  moths !  A 
shrew  mouse  came  out  from  an  old  stump  and 
entertained  us  with  her  evening  toilet;  and 
presently  another  brother  of  the  angle,  who  had 
toiled  long  and  taken  nothing,  joined  us  to 
reproach  us  with  our  idleness.  But  a  few 
dimples  beneath  some  alder  stumps  showed  that 
the  evening  rise  had  begun,  and  we  started  to 
endeavour  to  retrieve  our  fallen  fortune.  But 
the  artificial  Black  Gnat  those  feeding  fish  would 
not  look  at ;  Red  Quill,  Ginger  Quill,  Yellow 
Dun,  Alder  Fly,  and  Sedge  were  equally  un¬ 
availing.  Was  there  ever  such  a  lot  of  perverse 
trout !  In  a  moment  of  inspiration  we  mounted 
a  Governor,  an  imitation  of  the  bank-burrowing 
bee,  and  with  this  old  favourite  the  long  spell  of 
bad  luck  was  broken.  Within  an  hour  our 
solitary  trout  in  the  basket  was  joined  by  six 


other  victims,  and  then  the  rise  was  over.  We 
worked  hard  notwithstanding,  and  at  the  end  of 
twelve  hours’  hard  fishing  our  total  was  only 
three  and  a  half  brace.  And  yet  the  bulk  of 
mankind  entertain  the  mistaken  notion  that  fly¬ 
fishing  is  an  idle  occxtpation  ! 


BOOKS  REVIEWED. 


“  The  World-Wide  Atlas  ”  is  most  assuredly 
a  wonderful  production.  There  are  112  clearly 
printed  and  beautifully  tinted  maps,  plans  of 
cities,  &c. ;  the  flags  of  all  nations,  and  the  time 
of  all  nations ;  and  a  complete  index  to  56,000 
places  named.  It  is  handsomely  bound  in  cloth, 
royal  4to,  and  may  be  procured  at  the  extremely 
low  price  of  7s.  6d.  There  is  an  introduction  by 
J.  Scott  Keltie,  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society,  London,  giving  an  account 
of  geographical  discovery  and  political  territorial 
changes  in  the  nineteenth  century.  It  is  a 
veritable  multnm  in  parvo.  When  we  say  that  it 
is  printed  and  published  by  Messrs.  W.  and 
A.  K.  Johnston,  of  Edinburgh  and  London, 
further  praise  is  unnecessary,  and  we  heartily 
commend  it  to  our  readers. 


The  Hook  op  Holland. —  That  enterprising 
railway  company,  the  Great  Eastern,  has  recently 
given  us  bold  advertisement.  “  The  Hook  of 
Holland”  is  now  familiar  in  our  mouths  as  house¬ 
hold  words.  But  what  is  the  “  Hook  of  Holland  ”  ? 
We  have  before  us  as  we  write  two  of  Percy 
Lindley’s  Guides — one  entitled  “  Via  the  Hook 
of  Holland,”  price  one  penny ;  and  the  other, 
published  by  authority  of  the  G.E.R.,  “  The 
Tourist  Guide  to  the  Continent,”  price  sixpence. 
Old  travellers  who  remember  the  unpleasantness 
orginally  experienced  and  time  absorbed  in  getting 
to  tbe  Continent  will  endorse  the  remarks  of  the 
Daily  Telegraph  with  regard  to  these  guide 
books:  “Worth  ten  times  their  price  to  the 
vacation  rambler.”  To  those  who  contemplate 
paying  a  visit  to  any  of  the  delightful  old  Dutch 
towns,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  remind  them 
that  either  of  the  guides  enumerated — the  six¬ 
penny  one  for  preference,  as  it  contains  168  pp., 
and  is  full  of  choice  descriptive  illustrations — 
will  describe  how,  by  the  new  Hook  of  Holland 
route,  passengers  are  enabled  to  reach  the 
Hague,  Amsterdam,  &c.,  earlier  than  by  any 
other  route.  The  slow  and  tor'  nous  journey  up 
the  river  is  obviated  by  the  building  of  a  station 
and  quay,  so  that  passengers  upon  leaving  the 
new  twin  steamer,  the  Chelmsford — a  veritable 
floating  palace — may  proceed  without  delay  to 
their  destination.  “  Time  is  money.”  The  Great 
Eastern  Railway  have  enabled  the  business  man 
or  pleasure  seeker  to  save  both  time  and  money. 
In  conclusion,  we  heartily  recommend  our  readers 
to  secure  a  copy  of  “  The  Tourist  Guide  to  the 
Continent,”  if  only  for  the  map  and  illustrations. 
It  is  replete  with  valuable  information,  and 
may  be  obtained  at  30,  Fleet-street,  or  61, 
Regent-street,  London. 


The  Birkrems  River. — In  our  issue  of  Feb.  11, 
under  the  heading  of  “A  Successful  Salmon 
Ladder,”  our  correspondent  “  R.  P.”  referred  to 
the  opening  up,  by  the  construction  of  a  pass  at 
the  Fotlandsfoss,  of  the  Birkremelv,  which  enters 
salt  water  at  Eckersund,  in  southern  Norway. 
According  to  the  Aftenpost  of  the  9Dh  inst.,  the 
success  which  last  year  was  partially  accom¬ 
plished,  and  which  our  correspondent  predicted, 
would  seem  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  being  fulfilled. 
“  Lately,”  says  our  contemporary,  “  there  has 
been  an  unusually  heavy  take  of  fish  at  Launes- 
broen  (the  mouth  of  the  Birkrcm  river  at  Ecker¬ 
sund).  The  river,  which  has  been  protected  for 
about  five  years,  now  shows  a  great  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  salmon,  the  results  of  the  protec¬ 
tion  being  remarkable.  Last  year  the  average 
weight  of  the  salmon  was  from  12  to  18  marks 
(61b.  to  91b.);  this  year,  up  till  now,  they  have 
averaged  36  to  48  marks.  The  salmon  ladder  at 
Fotlandsfoss,  which  gives  the  fisb  access  to  three 
or  four  miles  (twenty-one  or  twenty-eight  Eng¬ 
lish)  of  the  upper  river,  is  thoroughly  efficient, 
and  there  is  every  probability  that  the  river  will 
become  one  of  our  most  valuable  salmon  streams.” 


“Pise  Marry  Scholar.  But  I  would  not  be  there,  nor 
indeed  from  under  this  tree  ;  for  look  how  it  begins  to 
rain,  and  by  the  clouds  (if  I  mistake  not)  we  shall  pre¬ 
sently  have  a  smoaking  showre,  and  therefore  sit  close  ; 
this  sycamore  tree  will  shelter  us.” 


I  RASHLY  ventured  on  beading  this  column 
with  a  wet-weather  quotation  from  the  “  Com¬ 
plete  Angler”  in  hopes,  founded  on  a  falling 
weather-glass,  that  it  will  be  appropriate  by  the 
time  the  paper  is  published.  It  is  difficult  to 
talk  about  anything  else  except  this  weather, 
which,  though  delightful  enough  for  picnic 
parties  and  generally  for  people  of  independent 
means  who  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  enjoy 
themselves  (provided  they  are  not  anglers),  is 
simply  killing  to  the  workers  confined  in  stuffy 
offices  and  workshops,  and  is  bringing  ruin  on 
hundreds  of  the  agricultural  classes.  At  last  the 
Thames  is  beginning  to  show  the  effects  of  what 
will  probably  be  termed  the  great  drought  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  The  rainfall  in  the 
watershed  has  been  infinitesimal  for  several 
months,  but  for  a  long  time,  thanks  to  the  abun¬ 
dant  rise  of  water  at  the  spring  heads,  the  river 
has  been,  if  anything,  above  its  usual  level  for 
the  time  of  year.  Now  a  change  has  come.  It  has 
fallen  below  summer  level,  mills  are  working  half 
time,  and  nothing  but  the  most  excessive  rainfall 
will  set  matters  right. 


Unless  we  have  the  excessive  rainfall,  I  am 
afraid  the.  bank  angler  will  not  do  very  much 
for  the  present,  because  the  fish  lie  out  in  the 
streams,  and  there  are  very  few  bank-swims, 
except  just  below  weirs,  where  the  fish  will  be 
found.  The  London  club  angler,  whose  chief 
delight  is  in  his  roach  pole  and  Lea  or  Thames 
method  of  fishing  with  a  tight  line,  would  in 
such  seasons  as  this,  catch  many  more  fish  if  he 
were  to  persistently  ledger  the  weir  pools  with 
paste.  In  the  middle  of  hot  sunny  days  in  J une 
and  July,  I  have  seen  really  fine  baskets  of  fish 
captured  by  this  method.  Of  course  running 
tackle  is  required,  and  the  ledger  should  consist 
of  a  not  too  light  bullet  with  a  hook  a  yard  below 
it.  Three  or  four  inches  above  the  hook,  which 
should  be  a  large  one,  is  a  swan  shot  fastened 
tightly  on  the  line.  The  tackle  need  not  be  very 
fine  as  it  lies  on  the  bottom  and  can  hardly  be 
seen  by  the  fish,  but  it  is  as  well  to  stain  the  gut 
brown,  which  renders  it  almost  indistinguishable 
on  the  gravel.  A  stiff  bread  and  bran  paste  has 
to  be  made  up,  and  a  ball  as  large  as  a  hen’s  egg 
is  squeezed  over  the  shot.  A  piece  very  nearly 
as  large  as  a  marble  is  placed  on  the  hook,  care 
being  taken  that  the  hook  is  so  baited  that  when 
the  fish  is  struck,  the  point  will  come  through 
the  paste.  If  you  place  an  eighth  of  an  inch  of 
very  stiff  paste  over  the  hook  point,  it  very 
naturally  acts  as  a  guard.  The  baited  hook  and 
its  belongings  are  let  down  quietly  into  the  eddy 
at  the  side  of  some  lasher,  and  the  angler  of 
course  fishes  by  feel.  No  ground-bait  is  thrown 
in,  and  if  it  were  it  would  do  more  harm  than 
good,  for  it  would  be  quickly  swept  away  by  the 
eddies  and  heavy  currents  of  the  weir  pool. 
The  ground-bait  is  the  large  ball  of  paste  which 
is  on  the  line.  The  fish  come  and  dig  their 
noses  into  this,  until  one  larger  than  the  rest 
seeing  in  the  piece  which  covers  the  hook  a  lump 
of  food  worthy  of  his  size  seizes  it,  and  is  or  is 
not  caught  as  the  case  may  be. 


A  suB-coMiiiTTEE  of  the  Upper  Thames  Associ¬ 
ation,  appointed  to  consider  the  new  draft  of  the 
Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,  and  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Darrell  Blunt,  of  Mapledurham,  have  recom¬ 
mended  the  conservators  to  allow  only  gudgeon 
to  be  used  for  baiting  eel-traps,  and  to  allow  the 
destruction  of  pike  of  any  size  in  weir  pools 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  conservators,  have 
become  trout  preserves  by  the  introduction  of 
trout,  artificially  reared  or  otherwise,  of  not  less 
than  two  years  of  age.  It  was  also  decided  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the. conservators  to  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  power  to  use  hoop  and  drag  nets, 
and  to  inquire  whether  the  time  had  not  arrived 
for  prohibiting  them,  in  view  of  the  desirability 
of  the  Thames  fisheries  being  maintained  for 
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sporting  purposes  only.  The  sub-committee  also 
unanimously  agreed  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
conservators  to  the  great  injury  done  to  the 
Thames  fish  during  the  breeding  season  by 
launches  and  by  swans  and  ducks.  It  will  be  very 
])leasing  to  the  angling  public  to  find  that  an 
association,  which  consists  mainly  of  riparian 
owners  and  county  gentlemen,  is  interesting  itself 
in  the  Thames  fisheries. 


The  House  of  Lords  have  practically  decided 
that  four  millions  of  ])eople,  who  provide  some¬ 
thing  like  .t2.5,0U0  a  year  to  be  spent  on  the 
^’hames,  have  no  right  to  be  represented  on  the 
board  of  conservators.  In  other  words,  the  Bill 
which  has  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  by 
which  four  members  of  the  London  County 
Council  would  have  seats  on  the  board,  has  been 
thrown  out  by  the  Hou.se  of  Lords,  ard  it  seems 
likely  that  the  government  of  the  Upper  Thames 
will  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  riparian  owners 
for  the  present.  But  in  consequence  of  the 
action  of  the  Lord.®,  a  parliamentary  inquiry  into 
the  constitution  of  the  board,  now  becomes  very 
]irobable.  Templar. 


Corresponir^ncE 

[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

A  LATE  JllSE  OF  PALE  OLIVE. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Sport  fair  here.  A  la’ge 
rise  of  ])ale  olive  last  night  at  9  p.m.,  and  I  killed 
a  brace  on  0  0  0  hooks.  Would  not  take  an  0  at 
all.  Is  this  new  ?  It  is  to  me. — I  am,  &c., 

Longparish.  _  E.  J.  P. 

A  MAY-FLY  NOTE  FKOM  MR.  JAMES 
OGDEN. 

Sir, — Having  been  very  much  interested  in 
reading  the  May-fly  notes  in  last  week’s  Fishing 
Gazette,  I  am  induced  to  offer  a  few  comments 
u]ion  the  subject.  Having  been  out  every  day  on 
different  rivers  since  the  fly  first  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  this  season,  I  can  fully  endorse  many  of 
the  remarks  of  your  valued  correspondents.  I  do 
not  remember  the  fish  ever  being  so  hard  to 
please,  in  fact,  I  think  there  are  very  few  rivers 
where  a  really  good  rise  has  taken  place,  and  this 
was  especially  the  case  with  the  big  fish.  On 
some  days,  particularly,  I  noticed  that  it  was 
the  small  fish  alone  which  took  the  fly.  1 
have  frequented  the  haunts  of  some  of  the 
big  fish  almost  daily,  and  have  seen  the 
natural  fly  pass  over  them  in  numbers  un¬ 
noticed.  I  tried  every  likely  pattern  of  floating 
May-fly  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  and,  although 
I  had  a  great  variety,  it  was  difficult  to  find  a 
favourite ;  but,  as  they  say  in  the  north,  things 
are  never  so  bad  but  they  might  have  been 
worse.  I  only  had  two  days’  sport  worth  men¬ 
tion,  on  the  best  of  which  I  got  ten  and  a  half 
brace,  eighteen  out  of  the  twenty-one  avearging 
a  pound  each.  I  much  prefer  to  use  the  floating 
fly  than  the  sunk  or  buzz,  but  there  are  times  on 
most  days  through  the  May-fly  season,before  and 
after  the  rise,  when  a  good  hackle  fly,  “  worked 
properly,”  will  often  add  a  great  weight  to  the 
basket.  I  have  met  with  many  good  dry  fly 
fishermen  who  cannot  conceive  that  there  is  any 
art  or  pleasure  in  using  a  buzz-fly,  and,  if  used  as 
I  have  so  often  seen  it — by  throwing  it  and  allow¬ 
ing  the  stream  to  carry  it  down  with  no  more  life 
in  it  than  a  dead  leaf,  this  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at.  I  maintain  there  is  as  much  skill  required  to 
work  a  hackle-fly  properly  as  in  the  floating.  My 
method  is  never  to  allow  it  to  remain  still  and 
with  the  hackle  closed,  but  to  work  it  in  the  water 
so  as  to  open  and  close  the  hackle  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible.  (E.\cept  for  very  rough  water,  I  contend  that 
a  hackle-fly  should  be  dressed  as  sparingly  as  pos¬ 
sible.)  By  the  same  rule,  many  people  say  they 
never  could  do  much  with  the  Alexandra,  and  when 
1  ask  them  how  they  use  it,  they  say,  “well,  as  I 
use  any  other  fly.”  The  Alexandra,  same  as  with 
the  Scorcher,  when  used  as  a  trout  fly  is  most 
deadly  on  any  stream  worked  as  a  sunk  fly,  with 
continuous  and  irregular  jerks  made  to  represent 
as  near  as  possible  something  struggling  to 
escape.  'I'his  is  the  great  secret  to  the  success  of 
all  sunk  or  hackle  flies.  James  Ogden. 

Cheltenham. 


THE  NEW  THAMES  FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 

Sir, — Y^ou  and  your  friends  have  succeeded  in 
stamping  out  the  worst  features  of  the  New 
Thames  Bye-laws,  for  which  all  Thames  fisher¬ 
men  thank  you  most  sincerely.  But,  perhaps, 
you  may  give  ear  to  the  bitter  cry  of  a  humble 
Thames  perch  fisher. 

(fc)  To  any  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  bleak,  or  minnows 
taken  for  use  as  bait  provided  that  except  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  baiting  eel  baskets,  no  person  shall  be  entitled 
to  have  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control  more  than 
fifty  of  such  fish  for  use  as  bait  at  any  one  time,  or  to 
fake  by  himself,  his  servants,  or  agents  more  than  fifty 
of  such  fish  on  any  day. 

Bye-law  28,  clause  h,  provides  for  the  number  of 
fish  which  may  be  retained  as  haii.  Regarding 
the  first  four  kinds  I  make  no  complaint,  but  it 
is  too  absurd  to  include  minnows. 

You,  sir,  know  how  soon  they  vanish  in  a  long 
day’s  paternostering,  having  constantly  to  be 
renewed,  as  they  lose  their  activity,  and  this, 
whether  the  fish  are  well  on  the  feed  or  not; 
indeed,  in  the  latter  case,  there  is  more  need  of 
lively  baits. 

Now,  it  seems  I  may  just  have  fifty  minnows 
in  my  well  and  no  more,  and  if  these  run  out — 
as  they  would  be  sure  to  do  early  in  the  day — am 
forbidden  to  take  a  few  others  ! 

It  is  clear  that  no  angler  is  on  the  board  ;  but 
there  must  be  a  lawyer,  who  could  have  quoted 
the  legal  maxim,  “De  minimis  non  curat  lex,” 
and  translated  it  (perhaps  needfully),  “  The  law 
has  a  soul  above  minnows  !  ” 

When  Dr.  Johnson  made  a  dreadful  error  in 
his  dictionary  and  it  was  pointed  out,  his  answer 
was  “  Ignorance,  sir,  pure  ignorance.” 

J  ust  now,  too,  eminent  statesmen  (?),  engaged 
in  watching  the  “jumping  cat,”  and  ready  to 
turn  their  coats  at  a  moment’s  notice,  boast  how 
they  “  keep  an  open  mind.” 

Let  us  hope  the  conservators  do  likewise,  and 
that  a  word  spoken  in  season  may  cause  them  to 
correct  what  can  only  be  a  stupid  slip. 

But  worse  seems  to  remain  behind,  to  my  un- 
Icgal  mind — I  won’t  say  I'Hegal  mind  just  yet, 
though  I  don’t  know  what  I  may  come  to. 

By  Rule  38  any  number  of  unincorporate 
persons  shall  mean  a  person. 

38.  In  these  bye-laws,  unless  there  is  something  incon¬ 
sistent  or  repugnant  in  the  context,  the  words  and 
expressions  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  meaning  (that  is  to  say)  : 

Person. — Shall  mean  any  number  of  persons  or  any 
body  of  persons  corporate  or  unincorporate. 

Suppose  I  ask  a  couple  of  friends  to  come  into 
my  punt,  do  we  legally  become  one  person,  and 
thereby  entitled  only  to  the  fifty  minnows  to  be 
shared  between  ^ls  ?  Or,  if  rash  enough  to  invite 
a  lady,  do  we  become  one  person  according  to 
Thames  law,  and  without  the  intervention  of 
clergyman  or  registrar  ?  If  so,  anglers  must  be 
careful  indeed. 

Perhaps  “  Templar  ”  will  notice  this. 

Anglers  know  how  influential  your  good  word 
is.  Do,  please,  speak  it  in  the  above  case,  and 
earn  the  gratitude  of  the  likes  of — Yours 
sincerely,  W.  P.  H. 

June  11.  - 

THE  NEW  CONCESSIONS. 

Sir, — I  am  told  by  one  who  holds  a  ticket  of 
the  Cambridge  and  Ely  Association,  that  since 
the  granting  of  privilege  tickets  to  London 
anglers  to  their  district,  that  that  association  has 
resolved  to  grant  no  more  tickets  except  to  those 
living  within  a  certain  radius  of  the  water,  for 
fear  of  being  overrun  by  London  anglers.  Now, 
where  a  fare  is  five  shillings  and  upwards,  and 
after  the  fare  being  paid  only  season  tickets  can 
be  obtained,  even  if  the  said  season  tickets  do 
not  exceed  5s.,  there  will  never  be  any  great 
influx  of  anglers  under  such  conditions.  It  is 
also  great  ly  to  be  regretted  that  such  unbrotherly 
ideas  should  sway  local  anglers  towards  their 
London  brothers. 

I  think  the  railway  companies  would  do  wisely 
in  their  own  interest  if  they  fostered  a  National 
Union  of  angling  clubs,  and  granted  privilege 
tickets  to  such  Union  only,  one  condition  to  be 
that  no  club  renting  water  for  their  own  exclu¬ 
sive  use  should  be  granted  privilege  tickets, 
unless  tickets  were  granted  to  members  of  such 
National  Union  at  such  prices  for  both  season 
and  day  fishing  as  should  not  be  prohibitive. — 

I  am,  &c.,  A.  J.  Marriott, 

Chairman,  Waltonian  Angling  Society. 


FISHERY  RIGHTS  IN  THE  SUFFOLK 
STOUR. 

Sir, — An  important  case  is  now  before  Mr. 
Justice  North,  which  unless  properly  defended 
may  deprive  the  public  of  the  right  of  angling 
they  have  hitherto  freely  enjoyed  on  a  consider¬ 
able  portion  of  the  Suffolk  Stour,  Lord  Ash¬ 
burton  and  Mr.  Nocton  claiming  the  whole  of 
the  fishing  from  bank  to  bank,  between  Stratford 
Bridge  and  Boxford.  An  action  for  fishing 
therein,  from  land  not  owned  by  either  of  the 
plaintiffs,  has  been  commenced  against  Donald 
Flint,  a  member  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling 
Society,  and  an  interim  injunction  has  been 
granted,  which  will  certainly  be  made  perpetual 
unless  a  good  defence  is  immediately  set  up. 
There  is  strong  ground  for  believing  such  a 
defence  can  be  successfully  made,  but  there  is 
not  an  inntant  to  lose,  and  Flint  is  only  a  work¬ 
ing  man,  without  the  means  of  carrying  on  such 
a  case  alone.  He  has  provisionally  secured 
advice,  and  Mr.  P.  Edward  Dove,  author  of 
“  Public  Rights  in  Navigable  Rivers,”  is  to  appear 
on  his  behalf.  The  prospect  is  certainly  hopeful, 
although  some  costs  have  been  incurred,  con¬ 
sequent  upon  the  case  being  at  first  undefended. 
A  small  committee  has  consequently  been  formed, 
and  it  has  been  resolved  to  ask  the  public  to  help 
us  with  funds,  which  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  the 
means  of  enabling  Flint  to  defend  the  case,  and 
of  preserving  the  Stour  as  hitherto  for  the 
followers  of  Izaak  Walton. — I  am,  &c., 

T.  Crumplen,  Hon.  Treasurer. 

12,  Regent-street,  London,  S.W.,  June  14, 1893, 


FLY-FISHING  FOR  DACE. 

Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  a  good  place  to  fly-fish  for  dace  near 
Richmond,  Kingston,  &c.  ?  and  a  hint  as  to  flies 
will  greatly  oblige. — I  am,  Ac., 

A.  W.  Wavering. 

[If  you  will  communicate  with  Mr.  W.  H. 
Thomas,  8,  Hafer-road,  Clapham  Common,  he  will 
not  only  tell  you  of  the  best  spots,  but  will  no 
doubt  accompany  you.  He  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  water.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  GERMANY. 

Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  4  ap¬ 
peared  a  letter,  signed  “  Rook,”  under  this  head¬ 
ing,  which  I  have  no  doubt  made  other  angler’s 
mouths  to  water  as  it  did  mine.  Alas  1  that  I 
should  have  to  signalise  another  instance  of  how 
an  enthusiast  may  lead  his  brethren  astray. 
Writing  on  the  spot,  I  should  like  to  give  my 
version  of  things. 

“  Rook  ”  says  that  by  staying  at  the  Hotel  zum 
Weissen  Hirsch,  at  Schwarzburg  (not  Rudolstadt- 
Schwarzburg,  which  is  the  title  of  the  Prince  of 
these  dominions),  one  can  get  splendid  fishing 
in  the  Schwarza  free.  The  Schwarza  is  an  ideal 
trout  stream,  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  strictly 
preserved,  and  the  landlord  of  the  hotel  has  no 
right  to  an  inch  of  it.  All  that  he  has,  at  a 
distance  of  three  miles,  is  an  inconsiderable 
brook,  which  I  have  carefully  prospected,  called 
the  Lichte,  a  feeder  of  the  Schwarza.  As  regards 
the  size  of  the  fish,  mine  host,  who  seems 
thoroughly  straightforward,  says  that  he  once 
heard  of  a  21b.  trout,  but  that  he  is  very  proud 
of  4-pounders.  “Rook”  further  says  that  the 
pension  at  the  hotel  is  34  marks  a  day.  The 
hoard  is  4  marks  and  lodging  extra ;  the  rooms 
running  from  1.50  (into  which  the  landlord  says 
he  would  be  very  sorry  to  put  me)  up  to  4.50,  in 
July  and  August,  and  something  less  in  other 
months  and  for  a  prolonged  stay.  I  have  been 
en  pension  in  many  places,  but  this  is  the  first 
time  I  have  ever  known  board  and  lodging  to  be 
counted  separately. 

I  feel  bound  to  make  these  corrections,  inas¬ 
much  as  it  is  a  long  expensive  journey  from 
England  to  Schwarzburg,  and  I  believe  other 
readers  of  the  letter  I  venture  to  criticise  would 
be  as  profoundly  disappointed  as  I  am.  I  can 
only  conjecture  that  “  Rook”  must  have  jumbled 
up  one  or  two  places  in  his  mind  when  writing 
about  this  one.  I  am  sure  that  his  misstatements 
were  quite  unintentional,  and  I  willingly  bear 
testimony  to  the  prompt  kindness  with  which  he 
answered  sundry  questions  I  addressed  to  him. — 
I  am,  Ac..  M.  B. 

Schwarzburg,  Thiiringen,  June  7,  1893. 
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FOX  TERRIER  AND  FISH. 

My  Dear  Marston, — I  have  been  much  amused 
and  interested  in  the  fox  terriers  fishing,  that  I 
thought  it  would  be  of  like  interest  to  some  of 
your  readers  to  hear  of  the  doings  of  a  little 
Scotch  terrier  I  had  years  ago.  He  was  not 
quite  so  large  as  the  one  you  know  of  mine  ;  you 
no  doubt  remember  he  used  to  attend  us  at 
supp;r  last  summer  in  the  fishing  hut  up  the 
river — he  is  always  there  when  anything  good  is 
going. 

Well,  in  these  days  long  ago,  it  was  too  much 
trouble  for  me  to  carry  a  landing-net.  I  always 
landed  the  fish  with  my  hand ;  of  course,  I  some¬ 
times  lost  a  fish  that  way,  but  not  often — that  Im¬ 
pounder  you  have  seen  in  the  hall  I  landed  that 
way.  My  little  dog  was  very  fond  of  me,  and  I 
remember  once  I  was  lying  on  the  couch,  not 
being  very  well ;  the  doctor  came  to  see  me,  and 
put  out  his  hand  to  feel  my  pulse.  Master  Dandy, 
who  was  lying  behind  me,  and  seeing  the  doctor 
as  he  thought  going  to  assault  me,  flew  at  him, 
much  to  the  doctor’s  fright.  Now  for  the  fishing 
part :  he  always  went  with  me,  and  used  to  get 
so  excited  when  I  had  a  fish  on,  and  wanted  to 
go  for  him,  so  one  day  I  had  a  small  one  on,  and 
I  allowed  him  to  go  just  to  see  what  he  would  do. 
To  my  surprise  he  quietly  went  into  the  water 
and  watched  the  fish  until  he  lay  quiet ;  he  then 
gently  took  hold  of  him,  and  carefully  brought 
the  fish  to  bank  without  injury,  and  seemed  so 
delighted  at  what  he  had  done.  After  that  I 
generally  let  him  land  the  fish  for  me,  which 
many  times  he  succeeded  in  doing,  and  rarely 
lost  one.  It  was  great  excitement  to  me  to  see 
how  cleverly  he  did  it.  I  had  him  some  years, 
and  at  the  same  time  I  had  a  tame  jackdaw,  who 
used  to  sleep  in  the  same  kennel  with  him,  and 
for  some  reason  or  other  Master  Jack  would  turn 
him  out  and  not  allow  him  in  again  for  some 
time.  Master  Jack’s  end  came  about  in  this  way. 
Dandy  had  been  given  a  bath  in  a  tub  at  the  back 
door,  and  Jack  looking  on,  so  after  the  servant 
had  left  thought  he  would  like  one,  too,  so  got 
into  the  water  and  could  not  get  out  again,  and 
was  found  dead.  Poor  Dandy  looked  very  miser¬ 
able  and  unhappy  for  a  long  time.  I  don’t  think 
he  ever  quite  got  over  it. — I  am,  &c., 

Paris,  June  6,  1893.  James  McRae. 

P.S. — I  saw  some  lovely  trout  in  the  market 
here  the  other  day ;  how  it  did  set  one  longing. 
Do  you  think  any  of  your  numerous  friends  would 
know  if  there  is  any  fishing  worth  having  near 
here  ? 


A  DRESSING  OP  THE  MARCH  BROWN. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  20th,  a  correspon¬ 
dent  writes,  speaking  very  highly  of  a  dressing 
of  the  March  Brown  for  Wales.  Would  it  be 
))0ssible  to  publish  this  dressing  in  your  valued 
paper? — I  am,  &c.,  Arthur  J.  Greenish. 

Braiiksome,  14,  Eton  Villas, 

Haverstock-hili,  N.W.,  May  27,  1893. 


PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 

Sir, — Cannot  something  be  done  to  induce  the 
railway  companies  to  allow  anglers  to  start  to 
the  advertised  angling  stations  from  those  sta¬ 
tions  nearest  to  which  they  live  ?  Example :  Say 
I  live  at  Streatham,  and  want  to  go  to  Dorking 
(2s.  8d.  return),  unless  I  can  catch  a  train  back 
from  London  Bridge  or  Victoria  (to  one  of  which 
stations  I  must  go),  not  only  is  there  a  shilling 
more  to  pay,  total,  3s.  8d.,  but  I  may  wait  there 
goodness  knows  how  long,  and  lose  precious  time. 
But  whether  I  lose  one  hour  or  only  a  few 
minutes,  in  this  and  scores  of  other  cases  these 
pi’ivilege  tickets  are  nothing  but  a  delusion  and  a 
snare.  I  repeat,  why  should  I  be  compelled  to 
go  a  journey  of  twelve  miles  in  the  opposite 
direction  to  where  I  want  to  go,  pay  one  shilling 
more,  possibly  have  to  pay  for  another  six  miles 
from  London  Bridge  to  Streatham  on  the  return 
journey,  and  go  to  all  this  trouble  for  the  so-called 
privilege  P  I  ask  the  question  because  it  has  often 
been  asked  me  before,  and  I  contend  that  if  I 
wanted  to  cheat  the  company  I  could  do  it  at 
London  Bridge  as  easily  as  I  could  at  Streatham. 
This  singular  airangement  appears  to  me  to  be 
particularly  hard  on  working-men  anglers,  the 
class  who  can  least  affort  to  pay  it. — i  am  &c., 

A.  M. 

N.B. — The  companies  would  do  much  more  | 
business  if  they  would  grant  this  concession. 


HIGH  WYCOMBE  ASSOCIATION. 

Sir, — Very  little  sport  has  been  had  here  by 
the  members  this  year.  I  for  one  have  sc  arcely 
taken  a  fish.  There  seems  to  he  no  fly,  and  con¬ 
sequently  no  rising  fish ;  so  the  dry  fly  is  out  of  it. 
One  of  our  number,  Mr.  Faulkner,  of  Marlow,  had 
however  some  exceptionally  good  sport  a  few 
evenings  back.  In  the  upper  part  of  our  water 
he  took  three  fish,  weighing  nearly  21b.  each,  and 
trying  the  lower  portion  of  it  on  his  way  to  the 
station,  he  hooked,  and,  after  a  splendid  fight, 
succeeded  in  landing,  a  beautiful  fish,  the  best  by 
far  of  the  season.  Mr.  Faulkner  tells  me  this  fine 
trout  was  22  inches  long,  inches  deep,  and  that 
it  weighed  Sfib. .  It  was  taken  with  a  fly  of  Mr. 
F.’s  own  making,  and  as  the  cast  was  a  very  fine 
one,  and  the  river  in  that  part  rather  weedy,  I 
look  on  its  capture  as  being  possibly  worthy  a 
notice  in  the  Gazette. — I  am,  &c.,  J.  T. 


THE  TOD  BUCKLE. 

Sir, — In  an  article  entitled  “  Reminiscences  of 
an  Old  Angler,”  by  E.  M.  Tod,  which  appeared  in 
your  last  issue,  dated  June  10,  mention  is  made 
of  a  “  safety  buckle.”  I  may  tell  you  that  I  once 
had  a  very  narrow  escape  of  drowning  through 
not  being  able  to  disengage  my  basket.  If  you 
would  kindly  tell  me  where  these  buckles  are  to  be 
obtained  it  would  be  considered  a  favour. — I  am, 
&c.,  J.  Wilson. 

[The  “  Tod  buckle  ”  may  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Gil  ett,  of  40,  Fetter-lane,  London,  price  2s. 
Straps  of  any  length  may  also  be  obtained  to 
which  the  “  Tod  buckle”  are  attached,  By  this 


invention  the  basket  may  be  momentarily  dis¬ 
engaged,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of  getting 
the  strap  over  the  head.  Wo  called  upon  Mr. 
Gillett,  who  has  kindly  lent  us  the  illustration, 
which  will  give  you  an  idea  of  its  usefulness. 
The  buckle  is  the  exact  size  of  the  illustration.] 


LESSONS  IN  SALMON  FLY  CASTING,  &c. 

Sir, — All  those  who  arc  interested  in  fly¬ 
fishing  should  know  that  Mr.  Kerss,  from  the 
Tweed,  is  now  at  the  Welsh  Harp,  near  Hendon, 
and  is  prepared  to  give  lessons  in  fly-fishing  for 
salmon  and  trout,  and  in  bait  casting. 

Mr.  Kerss  is  the  champion  professional  salmon 
fly-caster  of  this  country,  and,  besides  being  un¬ 
rivalled  in  this  art,  ho  has  the  much  rarer  one  of 
being  able  to  impart  his  methods  to  others.  He 
gives  four  lessons  of  half  an  hour  each  at  a 
charge  of  £2,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  a  person  of  ordinary  perception — even  with 
no  previous  knowledge  of  casting— will,  after 
going  through  this  course,  find  that,  although  he 
cannot  expect  to  become  a  finished  angler  from 
two  hours’  instruction,  he  will  have  acquired 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  theory  and  rudiments 
of  the  art  to  enable  him  to  perfect  himself  by 
practising  at  home  on  his  pond  or  lawn,  or  on 
whatever  available  space  he  may  possess. 

To  the  numerous  class  of  anglers  who,  al¬ 
though  practised  to  a  certain  extent  in  handling 
the  rod,  are  yet  conscious  that  their  casting  is 
often  sadly  deficient  in  neatness  and  length,  1 
believe  that  a  course  with  Mr.  Kerss  will  prove 
of  very  great  service.  Any  communications 
addressed  to  the  WeLh  Harp,  near  Hendon,  will 
find  him.  There  is  a  station  at  the  Welsh  Harp, 
which  can  be  reached  in  about  twenty-five 
minutes  from  the  Kings  Cross  (Metropolitan) 
Station,  or  from  St.  Pancras.  Ladies  are  admitted 
to  the  course.  I  believe  he  proposes  to  remain 
until  the  end  of  this  month. — I  am,  &c  , 

A.  C.  Cooke  (Lieutenant-General). 

Palace  Chamber.s, 

22,  Rydcr-strect,  S.W.,  June  (J. 


BE  SPLIT  CANE  RODS. 

Sir,  —  Will  you  permit  me  through  your 
columns  to  contest  the  opinion  “Be  Split  Cane 
Rods,”  in  your  paper  on  May  27  last.  First : 
Your  correspondent  takes  for  granted  that  split 
cane  rods  have  weak  points,  that  I  do  not  alto¬ 
gether  deny ;  but  assert  that  the  same  rule 
applies  to  wood  rods. 

Secondly :  Your  correspondent  evidently  1  as 
ignored  logic  altogether  in  his  sweeping  con¬ 
demnation.  He  admits  that  the  continual  drying 
of  the  fly  is  a  strain  upon  the  arm  as  well  as  the 
rod;  “  logically  ”  therefore,  the  lighter  the  weapon 
the  better,  and  certainly  far  more  pleasant.  I 
do  not  see  the  advantage  of  using  a  heavy  wood 
rod,  where  a  lighter  (i.e.  a  split  cane)  will  do.  1 
claim  for  the  latter  over  wood  rods  four  points  : 
first — Lightness  in  the  hand;  second — Moie 
accuracy  in  casting ;  third — A  quicker  return  ; 
fourth — Greater  killing  power. 

I  would  remind  your  correspondent  of  the  story 
of  the  crab  and  the  wit’s  reply,  viz.,  the  crab  is 
not  a  red  fish  and  does  not  walk  backwards. — 
I  am,  &c.,  J.  Bernard  and  Son. 


FISHING!  IN  LOUGH  MASK. 

Sir, — I  notice  in  your  last  issue  that  Major- 
General  A.  D.  Clay  refers  to  the  Serpentanic  as 
a  useful  bait.  May  I  also  take  the  liberty  of 
supporting  that  opinion  after  a  trial  of  the  Ser¬ 
pentanic  on  Lough  Mask,  co.  Galway,  Ireland, 
last  week.  The  weather,  from  an  angler’s  point 
of  view,  was  quite  too  “intense” — a  scorching 
sun  in  a  cloudless  sky,  and  hardly  a  breath  of 
air.  The  lake  was  so  still  and  bright  that  when 
the  gut  was  raised  to  the  surface  it  left  a  line 
like  a  silver  thread  reflected  in  the  water.  This 
went  on  for  several  days  in  succession.  However, 
my  companion  and  I  managed  to  scrape  together 
Irom  71b.  to  8lb.  of  fish  each  day,  including 
one  4J-pounder,  and  one  of  Iflb.,  both  on 
the  Serpentanic,  which  seemed  to  attract  the 
fish  remarkably  while  trolling.  If  anglers 
knew  how  easy  and  cheap  it  is  to  run  over 
to  Clonbur,  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Mask, 
how  comfortable  they  would  find  themsGves 
when  there,  and  what  pleasure  they  would  have 
trolling  round  the  numerous  and  beautifully- 
wooded  islets  which  stud  the  lake,  which  is  of 
immense  extent,  or  landing  upon  them  for  lunch 
and  a  pipe,  and  fishing  round  their  shores,  many 
who  now  waste  their  money  on  continental  hotels 
would  go  nearer  home  and  fare  better. 

The  lake  contains  large  lake  trout,  Gillaroo 
trout  running  up  to  101b.  and  121b. ;  smaller 
trout,  of  various  sizes,  and  numbers  of  large  pike, 
for  all  of  which  the  fishing  is  free. 

The  particulars  as  to  the  hotel  arc  to  be  found 
in  the  advertisement  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  so  no  further  reference  need  be  made  to 
them. 

The  journey,  Viere  and  hade,  can  bo  done  for 
£5  3s.,  or  a  couple  of  shillings  more  for  tips,  and 
only  occupies  about  twenty-two  hours  from 
London,  giving  two  hours  in  Dublin  for  break¬ 
fast. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  give  further  particulars  to 
anyone  desiring  them. — I  am,  &c., 

Hamtrey  ThWAI’I'E, 

British  8ea  Anglers’  Association. 

27,  Bramham-gardens,  South  Kensington, 
London,  S.W„  June  15,  1893. 


THAMES  TROUT. 

Sir, — I  was  fortunate  in  getting  two  nice  trout 
on  the  4th  in  Pangbourne  Weir,  one  4’,Mb.,  the 
other  2|lb.,  both  fish  giving  fine  sport,  fishing 
with  that  good  old  sportsman  Will  Davidson. 
The  larger  fish  was  marked.  I  think  it  is  a  pity 
to  mark  fish,  it  spoils  their  beauty,  and  the 
process  can  be  no  satisfaction  to  anyone. — I  am, 
&c.,  (Dr.)  James  Startin. 

15,  Harley-street,  Cavendish-square,  June  7. 


FISHING  AT  CEFN. 

Sir, — If  your  correspondent  “Black  Gnat” 
refers  to  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  18,  1891,  p.  37, 
he  will  find  some  account  of  the  Tail  Vaur  river 
at  Cefn. — 1  am,  &c.,  A.  P.  W. 

155,  Chesterton-road,  W. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 
solid  2s.  6d.  In  stamps  for  a  copy  post  Iroo  every  week  for 
3  months  of  “  Thk  Publishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers, 
Record,’’  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS  ON  THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


Althorne  (Crouch),  Essex,  36 ;  Ss. 

Abdleioh  (Stour),  Essex,  56;  4i.  9d. 

Audley  End  (Cam),  Essex,  41 ;  3s.  6Jd. 
Battlesbridge  (Crouch),  Essex,  29;  23.  4id. 
Billbricay  (Chelmer),  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 

Bishop’s  Stortpord  (Stort),  Herts,  33;  23.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Boding),  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  9id- 
Braintree  (Black water),  Essex,  45;  33.  lOd. 
Braughino  (Bib),  Herts,  30J  ;  2a.  TJd. 
Broxbourne  (Lea),  Herts,  17A;  Is.  6d. 
Bhntingford  (Bib),  Herts,  33t;  28.  lid. 

Bures  (Stour),  Suffolk,  54;  4s.  6Jd. 
Burnham-on-Crouch  (Crouch),  Essex,  39  ;  33.  3d. 
Burnt  Mill  (Stort),  Essex,  25;  Is.  lljd. 

Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  Essex,  56i;  43.  lljd. 
Chappel  (Colne),  Essex,  50A;  4s.  2Jd. 

Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  Essex,  29| ;  2s.  6Jd. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  Herts,  14^;  Is.  2d. 

Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  Essex,  13T  ;  Is.  IJd. 
Colne  (Colne),  Essex,  57J  ;  4s.  6d. 

Cromer,  Norfolk,  139  ;  10s. 

Elsenham  (Cam),  Essex,  38;  33.  Oid- 

Bluntisliam 

(Ouse),  Hunts,  74  via  Camhs 
and  St.  Ives  ;  84^  via 
Ely ;  6s.  2d. 

Bottisham 

(Cambs),  61£  ;  5s.  2d. 

Brandon 

(Little  Ouse),  Suffolk,  86j  ; 

7s.  2id. 

Burnt  Fen 

(Little  Ouse),  Suffolk,  77i  ; 

6a.  5Jd. 

Clare 

(Stour),  Suffolk,  62  via 
Audley  End,  68  via  Mark’s 
Tey,  81  via  Cambs  ;  5s.  2d. 

Colcliester 

(Colne),  Essex,  51J;  4s.  4d. 

Downham 

(Ouse),  Norfolk, 

7a.  2id. 

Earith  Bridge 
(Ouse),  Hunts,  76A  via 
Cambs ;  82 A  via  Ely ; 

6d.  4Jd. 

Ely 

(Ouse), Cambs, 70i;  5s.  lOJd. 

Hilgay  Fen 

(Ouse),  Norfolk,  83^  ;  7s. 

Lakenheath 

(Little  Ouse),  Suffolk,  82i ; 

6s.  lOJd. 

Littleport 

(Ouse),  Cambs,  76;  6s.  4d. 

Long  Melford 
(Stour),  Suffolk,  61i  via 
Mark’s  Tey ;  68i  via 

Audley  End ;  5a.  IJd. 

March 

(Nen  and  Fen  Drains), 

Cambs,  86  via  Ely;  89^ 
via  Cambs ;  7s.  2d. 

Mildenhall 

(Lark),  Suffolk,  76J ;  6d.  4id. 

St.  Ives 

(Ouse),  Hunts,  70 J ;  5s.  lOJd. 

Sudbury 

(Stour),  Suffolk, 

4s.  lOid. 

Waterbeach 

(Cam),  Cambs,  61 ;  58.  Id. 


I  Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  Middlesex,  12  ;  la. 

I  Epping  (Boding),  Eaaex,  17;  la.  5H. 

!  Pambridge  (Crouch),  Essex,  35;  23.  lOd. 

Great  Chesterford  (Cam),  Essex,  48;  3s.  lOJd. 
Gunton  (Ant  and  Broads),  Norfolk,  138 ;  lOs. 
Hadham  (Ash),  Herts,  25|  ;  23.  31. 

Halstead  (Colne),  Essex,  62^  ;  43.  8Jd. 

Harlovt  (Stort),  Essex,  26=1 ;  2s.  IJd. 

Hatfield  Peveril  (Chelmer),  Essex,  36;  3s.  Id. 
Hertford  (Lea),  Herts,  24i  ;  23.  6d. 

Hunstanton,  Norfolk,  lllj;  93.  6d. 

Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  Essex,  42J  ;  33.  7d. 
Louqhton  (Boding),  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  OJd. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  Suffolk,  117i  ;  lOs. 
Maldon,  East  (Blackwater),  Essex,  44 ;  ds.  3Jd. 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  Essex,  3a.  2d. 
Manningtrbe  (Stour),  Essex,  59  ;  Ss.  OJd. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  Herts,  23 ;  2s. 

Mark’s  Tey  (Colne),  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  lljd. 

Newport  (Cam),  Essex,  42^  ;  33.  5d. 

North  Walsham  (Ant),  Norfolk,  134;  lOs. 

North  Weald  (Boding),  Essex,  19f  ;  Is.  8d. 


Ongar  (Boding),  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll^d. 

I  Ponder’s  End  (Lea),  Middlesex,  10;  9d. 
j  Boydon  (Stort),  Essex,  22i ;  Is.  9d. 

Eye  House  (Lea),  Herts,  19  ;  la.  8d, 

I  Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  Herts,  29  ;  23.  3Jd. 

Shelford  (Cam),  Cambs,  55  ;  43.  5id. 
j  Shenfield  (Chelmer),  Essex,  20i  ;  Is.  8d. 

I  SOUTHMINSTER,  Essex,  40  ;  3a.  41. 
j  Standon  (Bib),  Herts,  291  ;  23.  6^d. 

I  Stanstead  (Stort),  Essex,  33;  23.  lOd. 

I  St.  Margaret’s  (Lea),  Herts,  201;  l3.  9d. 
j  Thbydon  Bois  (Boding),  Essex,  16,  Is.  3id. 

I  Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 

Ware  (Lea),  Herts,  221 ;  I®.  Hd. 

I  West  Mill  (Bib),  Herts,  321;  23.9^1. 

I  Whittlesford  (Cam),  Cambs,  49  ;  43.  2d. 

[  WiCKFORD  (Crouch),  Essex,  26 ;  23.  2d. 

;  WiDFORD  (Ash),  Herts,  24  ;  23.  Id. 

I  WiTHAM  (Blackwater),  Essex,  39 ;  33.  3.1d. 
j  WooDHAM  Perris  (Crouch),  Essex,  31 ;  23.  7d. 
Wroxham  (Bure  and  Broads),  Norfolk,  1221;  10s. 
Yarmouth,  lOs. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  17,  1893. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


In  accordance  with  our  promise  of  last  week,  wo  give  I 
our  readers  a  description  of  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  at 
one  of  the  stations  now  open  to  anglers,  namely  Mildon- 
hall,  on  the  River  Lark.  It  is  intended  to  continue  these 
articles  from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  hoped  that  those 
who  have  never  fished  these  waters  will  find  the  informa¬ 
tion  _  contained  therein  not  only  instructive  but  enter¬ 
taining.  ###### 

“  The  months  of  northern  anglers,”  says  a  con¬ 
temporary,  “  may  well  water  at  the  new  rules  governing 
the  size  of  fish  to  be  kept  by  anglers  in  the  Thames, 
The  conservancy  of  that  river  have  issued  their  fresh 
rules  this  week,  which  provide  that  no  trout  may  be  kept 
under  16  inches  long,  nor  grayling  under  12  inches  long, 
nor  pike  under  18  inches  long.”  We  may  mention  the 
fact  that  several  London  angling  clubs  do  not  allow  pike 
to  be  weighed-in  whic:h  have  not  attained  the  respectable 
dimensions  of  24  inches. 

####*# 

The  Summer  Competition  of  the  Kelso  Angling  Asso¬ 
ciation  takes  plaoe  to-day  (Saturday,  June  17),  when 
the  following  prizes  will  be  competed  for  :  Hendersyde 
rod,  pair  of  wading  stockings,  sporting  knives,  pipe  and 
case,  salmon  flies,  trout  flies,  fishing  tackle,  &c.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  enterprising  Kelsonians  do  not 
have  far  to  travel  for  their' sport,  as  the  hours  of  com¬ 
petition  are  from  5  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

****** 

Me.  William  Heaeder,  of  Plymouth,  writes  ;  “  The 
rivers  are  not  so  low  as  one  would  think  after  the  long 
drought ;  some  local  showers  account  for  this.  The 
Meavy  is  affording  very  good  sport  in  the  higher  waters, 
and  also  the  Walkham,  near  Merrivale  Bridge.  The 
best  baskets  have  been  taken  with  the  Blow  Ply  and 
Grasshopper.” 

#***#* 

There  is  a  rumour  that  several  of  our  London 
angling  clubs  intend  sending  some  of  their  best  men  to 
fish  in  the  match  (open  to  all  England)  for  a  gold  medal, 
which  is  to  take  place  on  July  24,  at  Brigg.  Prizes  to 
the  value  of  d850  are  offered,  and  should  be  well  worth 
trying  for,  if  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  outing. 
«****# 

A  CORRESPONDENT  (B.  in  G.)  in  our  contenlporary  the 
Deutsche  Fischerei-Zeitung,  asks  whether  eels  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  influence  of  weather?  He  has  tried  them 
industriously  night-lining  (or  presumably  ledgering)  with 
lobs,  small  frogs,  &o.,  with  little  success.  The  answer 
of  our  confrere  we  will  not  reproduce,  but  if  the  eels  are 
as  plentiful  as  he  says,  we  would  suggest  a  No.  8  hook, 
mounted  on  fine  gimp  with  a  couple  of  swivels  to 
counteract  bis  wriggling  propensities,  and  then  let  him 
attach  a  well-scoured,  tough  “  Regenwurm,”  properly 
threaded,  and  await  results,  giving  Mr.  Eel  time  enough 
to  get  hold  of  his  bonne  bouche,  and  then  drag  him  out. 
The  inquirer  will  he  folly  occupied  in  getting  ready  for 
his  next  cast.  As  far  as  weather  influence  is  concerned, 
they  are  undoubtedly  most  on  the  move  when  thunder 
showers  and  heavy  rains  are  about. 

****** 

In  another  column  appears  an  interesting  letter  from 
Mr.  T.  Crnmplen,  on  the  “  Fishery  Rights  in  the  Suffolk 
Stour.”  It  is  well  worthy  of  perusal,  and  it  is  sincerely 
to  be  hoped  that  the  response  will  be  prompt  and 
hearty.  ****** 

On  Tuesday  last  a  sea  lamprey  was  caught  in  the 
Arun,  near  Pulborough.  It  was  29in.  in  length  and 
GJin.  in  girth.  The  fish  was  splendidly  marked,  and  I 
should  judge  it  to  weigh  nearly  31b.  It  was  sent  to  Mr. 
Orumplen  by  the  proprietor  of  the  Swan  Inn,  at  Pul¬ 
borough.  I  understand  it  was  “preserved”  in  the 
orthodox  style  by  Mr.  Crumplen’s  chef. 

****** 

Three  men  who  were  aiTestod  last  week  on  the 
charge  of  fish  poisoning  in  soma  of  iho  choicest  trout 
streams  between  Birmingham  and  Warwick,  have  been 
committed  for  trial. 

Sf  #  *  #  #  * 

It  is  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Junior  Fly-Fishers  (Mr.  J.  B.  Close)  should  have 
been  fortunate  enough,  amongst  so  many  really  first- 
class  anglers,  to  be  fourteenth  on  the  list  of  competitors 
(who  numbered  forty- four)  at  the  recent  Loch  Leven 
Championship  Competition. 

#####* 

Mr.  F.  Wilkinson  had  a  pretty  3^1b.  trout  from 
Chertsey  Weir,  on  Monday  last. 

#*#«*# 

The  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  on  Thursday 
night  banqueted  at  their  club-house,  the  Falcon, 
Gough-square,  Fleet-street.  The  handsome  club-room, 
with  its  choice  collection  of  specimen  li.sh,  was  com¬ 
fortably  filled  with  members  and  friends.  The  function, 
from  beginning  to  end,  was,  as  is  usual  with  this  un¬ 
ostentatious  but  decidedly  flourishing  society,  a  brilliant 
success.  Mr.  W.  Cate  presided,  and  Mr.  Chapman  was 
the  vice.  Prizes  to  the  value  of  T4fl  were  distributed 
(including  two  handsome  cups,  which  were  filled  with 
choice  champagne),  and  a  splendid  list  for  the  ensuing 
season  subscribed.  The  speeches,  toasts,  recitations, 
and  songs  were  many  degrees  above  the  average.  Three 
new  members  were  elected.  Mr.  Crumplen  replied  to 
the  toast  of  “  Kindred  Societies,”  and  that  of  “  The 
Press  ”  was  responded  to  by  Dragnet. 


WKINKLES  AND  HINTS. 


The  Deutsche  Fischerei  Zeitang  says  ; — At  Witten  the 
Mayfish,  which  come  from  the  Rhine,  &c.,  and  in  this 
neighbourhood  are  caught  in  large  numbers,  are  con¬ 
spicuous  by  their  absence,  and  ascribes  the  cause  to  the 
unusually  low  state  of  the  water. 

Fish-nets  are  made  from  some  very  strange  materia|ls. 
The  Eskimos  manufacture  them  from  strips  of  seal  hide 
and  from  thin  slices  of  whalebone.  By  the  Fijians  they 
are  constructed  of  human  hair.  Savages  in  various  parts 
of  the  world  plait  the  inner  fibres  of  tree  bark  for 
fishing  lines,  and  the  Indians  on  the  Paoifle  coast  of 
North  America  use  for  the  same  purpose  seaweed  a 
sort  of  kelp  which  is  strong  enough  to  hold  a  finny 
captive  of  1501b.  weight. 

The  Sleep  op  Fish.-— An  experiment  was  tried  at  the 
Inventions  Exhibition  Aquarium  with  a  view  to  dis¬ 
covering  how  far  fish  are  prone  to  sloop.  After  close 
examination  it  was  found  that  amongst  fresh-water  fishes 
the  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  carp,  tench,  minnow,  and 
catfish  sleep  periodically  in  common  with  terrestrial 
animals.  The  same  instincts  were  found  to  actuate 
marine  fish,  of  which  the  following  were  observed  to  be 
equally  influenced  by  somnolence viz.,  the  wrasse, 
conger  eel,  dory,  dogfish,  wrasse  bass,  and  all  species  of 
flat  fish.  It  is  stated  that,  so  far  as  can  be  discovered, 
the  gold-fish,  pike,  and  angler  fish  never  sleep,  but  rest 
periodically.  Desire  for  sleep  amongst  fish  varies  ac¬ 
cording  to  meteorological  conditions.  Fish  do  not 
necessarily  select  night-time  for  repose. 

I  HAVE  heard,  says  Shooting  cind  Fishing,  of  a  great 
many  different  kinds  of  bait  used  in  catching  fish, 
including  lizards  for  black  bass,  and  the  eye  of  a  yellow 
perch  for  the  perch  itself,  but  an  explorer  in  Borneo, 
Mr.  Charles  Hose,  mentions  a  bait  entirely  new.  Mr. 
Hose  desired  some  fish,  but  had  no  tackle,  when  a  Dyak 
brought  out  a  piece  of  thread  which  he  tied  to  a  wand, 
and  from  a  piece  of  brass  wire  he  bent  a  hook.  The  next 
thing  was  the  bait,  and,  as  nothing  could  be  found  for 
this  purpose,  the  native  coolly  took  a  knife  and  cut  a 
piece  of  the  skin  from  the  sole  of  his  foot,  which  served 
to  tempt  the  fish,  and  the  Dyak  furnished  the  same  bait 
for  other  fishermen  in  the  party. 


Tench. — The  merits  of  the  tench  as  food  are  but  little 
known  in  this  country.  In  France  and  Italy  the  fish  is 
highly  esteemed  ;  even  in  small  country  towns  in  France 
as  much  as  one  franc  a  pound  or  upwards  is  given  for  it. 
In  Holland  it  is  said  that  tench  are  considered  a  first-rate 
delicacy,  and  equal  to  turtle.  The  slime  at  the  bottom 
of  ponds  in  which  tench  love  to  bury  themselves  does  not 
seem  to  affect  their  flavour.  Yarrel  mentions  some  tench 
that  were  taken  out  of  Munden  Hall  Fleet,  in  Essex, 
“  which  was  so  thick  with  weeds  that  the  flew-nets  could 
hardly  be  sunk  through  them,  and  where  the  mud  was 
intolerably  fetid  and  had  dyed  the  fish  of  its  own  colour, 
which  was  that  of  ink.  yet  no  tench  could  be  better 
grown  or  of  a  sweeter  flavour  ;  many  were  taken  that 
weighed  nine  and  some  ten  pounds  the  brace.” 


In  some  parts  of  Germany  perch  are  caught  and  carried 
alive  to  market,  sometimes  a  distance  of  forty  or  fifty 
miles,  and,  if  not  sold,  brought  back  to  their  tank  or 
pond  to  await  another  occasion  for  sale. 


Not  more  than  two  or  three  per  cent,  of  the  eggs  of 
the  salmon  ever  reach  the  stage  of  reproduction. 
In  the  wide  waters  of  the  sea  it  is  thought  that 
not  one  egg  in  a  thousand  ever  becomes  a  fish. 


Fecundity  of  Fishes. — Fishes  produce  so  many  eggs 
that,  if  vast  numbers  of  the  latter  and  of  the  fishes 
themselves  were  not  continually  destroyed,  these 
animals  would  finally  fill  up  all  the  waters.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  man  annually  takes  60,000,000  or  70,000,000  cod¬ 
fish  from  the  sea  around  the  shores  of  Newfoundland. 
But  even  that  quantity  seems  small  when  we  consider 
that  each  cod  yields  about  5,000,000  eggs  each  season, 
and  that  even  8,000,000  have  been  found  in  the  roe  of  a 
single  cod.  Were  the  60,000,000  cod  taken  on  the  coast 
of  Newfoundland  left  fo  breed,  the  30,000,000  females 
producing  5,000,000  eggs  every  year,  it  would  give  a 
yearly  addition  of  1.50,000,000,000,000  young  codfish. 
Other  fish,  though  not  equalling  the  cod,  are  wonderfully 
productive.  A  herring  weighing  six  or  seven  ounces  is 
provided  with  about  30,000  eggs.  After  making  all 
reasonable  allowances  for  the  destruction  of  eggs  and  the 
young,  it  has  been  calculated  that  in  three  years  a  single 
pair  of  herrings  would  produce  151,000,000. 


Carrier  Pigeon  Service  in  Relation  to  Sea 
Fisheries. —  From  the  Deutsche  Fischerei  Zeitung 
(Stettin)  we  extract  the  following  novel  experiment  in 
relation  to  land  communication  between  fishing  smacks 
and  the  fish  market.  It  appears  that  the  Fairport 
Fishing  Company,  Cleveland,  have  supplied  each  of  their 
smacks  with  two  of  these  birds,  and  that  as  soon  as  the 
nets  are  hauled  in  a  pigeon  is  thrown  up  with  informa¬ 
tion  attached,  detailing  how  many  of  each  sort  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  take.  'This  information,  even  when  the 
smack  travels  fast  home,  arrives  much  in  advance,  and 
enables  the  company  to  arrange  for  the  disposal  of  the 
fish  and  wire  their  salesmen.  The  second  pigeon  is 
merely  taken  in  case  of  the  boat  sustaining  an  accident 
or  being  otherwise  delayed,  when  assistance  can  at  once 
be  rendered  at  any  given  point. 


GROUND  BAIT. 

Master  Tiddler  to  Tackle  Dealer:  “If  you  please 
should  like  a  hook  of  Holland  and  a  Great  Eastern  line. 
Tackle  Dealer:  “If  yon  are  not  off  pretty  quick  I  can 
show  you  a  rod  that  you  won’t  like.” 


“  What’s  that  you  say  about  a  three-pouna  roach? 

“  I  was  saying  I  caught  one  this  morning  !  ”  “  That  s  a 

fish  story.”  “  Well,  if  you’ll  come  with  me  1 11  show 
you  the  very  hole  it  came  out  of.” 

“  Men  we  Meet.” — Nuthall,  J.P.,  Whesldon,  J .P.,  and 
Connellan,  J.P.  ____ 

At  a  quaint  wayside,  riverside  inn,  not  many  miles 
from  London,  may  be  seen  the  announcement :  “  Horses 
flys,  &c.”  Does  they?  _ 

The  biggest  of  fresh-water  fish,  the  “  arapaima  of 
the  Amazon  in  South  America,  grows  to  six  feet  m 
length.  ‘  * 

The  angler  who  never  uses  one  or  two  choice 
expletives,  when  he  loses  a  big  fish,  has  a  dangerous  lot 
of  language  stored  away  somewhere  in  his  organism. 

A  MAN  is  as  old  as  he  feels,  but  not  always  as  big  • 
only  when  he  puts  his  big  catcb  on  the  trays. 

A  teacher  asked  a  girl  how  many  hones  there  were 
in  her  body.  Her  answer  was,  “  2.50.  Wremg, 
said  the  teacher,  “  there  are  only  249.”  “  Yes  m,  but  I 
swallowed  a  fish  bone  to-day.” 

One  Fish,  one  Drink.—"  Colonel,  bow  are  the  fish 
biting  up  your  way?”  “Splendid!  Ain’t  been  sober 
for  a  week.”  ___ 

It  is  computed  that  if  a  man  were  as  strong  of  muscle 
in  proportion  as  a  flea,  he  could  lift  an  eighty  pound 
salmon  at  the  end  of  a  twenty-foot  rod. 

As  long  as  the  fish  bite  on  Sundays  anglers  will  go 
after  them.  . 

The  happiest  anglers  in  the  world  are  they 
Who,  if  a  blank  comes,  don’t  mind  it. 

But  are  willing  to  take  their  chance  each  day 
Just  exactly  as  they  find  it. 

A  happy  moment  in  an  angler’s  life 
Is  to  get  the  large  ones  when  they’re  feeding  fine 

But  the  proudest  moment  of  all  his  life 

Is  a  three-pound  roach  on  a  tight  hair  line. 


How  He  Made  His  Living.— A  rather  inexperienced 
votary  of  Izaak  Walton,  in  the  shape  of  an  Edinburgh 
clerk,  fished  for  a  whole  day  in  a  burn  without  a  single 
catch.  Just  as  he  was  about,  disconsolately,  to  leave 
off  in  order  to  return  to  town,  an  old  man,  who  for  some 
time  had  watched  the  abortive  attempts  of  the  angler 
to  entice  from  the  brook  its  finny  denizens,  at  length 
approached  and  laconically  asked:  “Catched  ony 
thing?”  “Not  one,”  answered  the  disappointed  fisher, 
with  some  hesitation.  “I  suppose  ye  dinna  like  tae 
gan:'  hame  wi’  a  toom  creel— it  doesna  look  weel ;  yer 
folk” micht  lauoh  at  ye.”  “  What  do  you  mean  ?  ”  asked 
the  angler,  rather  annoyed.  “  Weel,  I’ll  sell  ye  leevin 
troot  at  three  shillin’s  the  dizzen.  Ye  ken  I  net  them, 
and  keep  them  in  a  tub  till  they’re  needit.”  ‘  I’ll  take 
two  dozen,”  decided  the  city  man,  after  a  pause;  and 
then  asked,  “  Do  you  do  much  business  in  this  fashion  ? 

“  I  mak  ma  leevin’  at  it  i’  the  simmer-time,”  was  the 
suggestive  answer.  . 

Lady  Jane  :  “  Have  you  given  the  goldfish  fresh 
water,  Jane?”  Janet:  “No,  mum,  they  ain’t  finished 
the  water  I  give  ’em  t’other  week  yet.” 

A  faithful  friend  is  one  who  would  be  willing  to 
share  your  last  shilling  with  you. 

A  FISHERMAN  stood  On  the  river  bank. 

Lonely  and  sad  was  he. 

All  day  he’d  stood  upon  that  bank. 

Yet  never  a  bite  had  he  ! 

A  fisherman  bo.arded  the  train  at  night. 

For  a  run  to  his  city  home  ; 

And  the  story  he  told  of  his  record  “  bite  ” 
Would  have  made  the  fishes  groan. 


“  Why  are  you  sad,  Charlie — you  can’t  complain  of 
your  luck  to-day,  surely?”  “No;  but  I  was  just 
thinking  this  is  the  last  evening  we  can  be  fishing 
together  till  to-morrow.” 

She  (when  the  creel  is  being  taken  from  its  usua 
resting  place) :  “  Where  are  you  going,  Edward  ?  ”  He 
“  My  dear,  a  wise  woman  never  asks  her  husband  where 
he  is  going.”  She  :  “  And  yet  a  wise  man  may  ask  his 

■wife - ”  He;  “You  are  mistaken,  my  dear.  Wise 

men  never  have  any  wives.” 

One  man’s  idea  of  sport  may  be  vdiolly  different  from 
that  of  another  man,  but  the  result,  as  a  rule,  is  the 
same — healthy  exercise  and  pure  pleasure.  To  one, 
when  fly-fishing  in  America,  there  once  came  a  native 
who,  after  gravely  watching  him  in  silence,  thus 
delivered  himself— “  Say,  cunn’l,  whar’s  the  p’int  of 
slinging  a  bug  on  a  twenty-foot  pole  when  you  can  yank 
em  out  with  a  stick  and  a  worm  ?  ” 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 


June  18. 

Albert  Piscatorials  :  Prize  outing. 

Allason  United  :  Roving  Match. 

Alma  :  Match. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

Dalston  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

Globe  :  Prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  ;  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 

North  Lambeth  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

Phcenix  ;  Brake  outing  to  Harcfield. 

Pixie  Brothers  ;  Prize  outing. 

South  London :  Match  at  Amberley. 

United  Brothers  :  Outing  at  Watoringbury. 
Waggoners  :  Match  at  Wateringbury. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

June  19. 

Anglers’  Association  ;  Monthly  delegate  meeting. 
Eastern  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Association  visit. 

Prince  of  AVales ;  Special  meeting. 

June  20. 

Albert  Piscatorials  ;  Committee  meeting. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Anglers’  Association  visit. 
Forest  Gate  Piscatorials  ;  Special  general  meeting. 
Gresham  :  Discussion — “  May-fly  Fishing.” 

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Important  meeting. 

Park  Angling  Society  :  Annual  supper. 

Sundial :  Special  meeting. 

Westminster ;  Quarterly  night. 

June  21. 

Brompton :  Annual  dinner. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials  :  Visit  on  No.  1  Eastern  List. 
South  London  :  Match  at  Bures. 

Wenlock  :  Annual  supper. 

June  22. 

Livernool  Angling  Society  :  Match  at  Knowsley. 

June  23. 

Anglers’  Benevolent :  Committee  meeting. 

FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

June  25. — Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List ;  Prize 
outing  on  the  Arun. 

„  25. — Rodney  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  26. — Anglers’  Pride  :  Visit. 

,,  26. — Lincoln  :  Visit. 

,,  27. — Grange  :  Outing  to  Watoringbury. 

July  2. — Serapis  :  Outing. 

„  5. — Lincoln  :  Annual  supper. 

„  5. — Prince  Arthur  :  Special  meeting. 

„  11. — Good  Intent :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

,,  23. — South  London  United  V'isiting  List :  Com¬ 

petition  at  Amberley. 

,,  24. — Hull  Times  Angling  Competition  at  Brigg. 


Rejwxts  from  Clubs 

TFe  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs¬ 
day  Morningr.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House.  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marfced  “  Club  Report  ”  outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  E.C. — The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Monday  evening  next,  June  19,  at  8.30. — R. 
Ghurnet,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Southern  District 
Visiting  List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  cn  Tuesday  next,  the  20th  inst.,  at  the  Ber¬ 
mondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Woolpack  Tavern, 
Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — As  I  have  the  honour  of  repre¬ 
senting  that  society,  I  hope  brother  anglers  will  rally 
round  and  give  them  a  bumper. — G.  W.  Armstrong, 
district  officer. 

Anglers’  Association  (Western  District).— A 
very  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Queen’s  Angling 
Society  on  June  14.  On  the  roll  being  called  six  clubs 
answered.  The  association’s  box,  on  being  opened,  was 
found  to  contain  6s.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Royal 
George,  Queen’s  Arms,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  of  which 
due  notice  will  be  given. — J.  Harris,  Visiting  Officer. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  this  list 
will  take  place  at  the  Islington  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  Myddleton  Arms,  Canonbury-road, 
Essex-road.  on  Monday,  June  19.  The  last  few  visits 
this  society  have  had  have  been  badly  attended,  but  I 
hope  this  will  bo  an  exception,  as  they  have  a  new  ho.st, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  him  have  a  good  house-warm¬ 
ing.— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall, 
Clerkenwt  Il-Toad.  Clerkenwell.  EG.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  heg  to  acknowle  *ge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
Jll  13^.  from  tlm  Clissold  ;  .£1  7s  Bermondsey  Brothers  ; 
14s.  2d.  Battersea  Friendly  Angling  S  >cietips,  from  their 
donation  boxes ;  and  lOn  donation  from  the  Oak 
Angling  Society.  The  next  meeting  of  the  oomraitteo 
xvill  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  June  23,  at  8.30,— E. 
Ghurnet,  sec. 

Albert  Plgcatorlal  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor. 
mandy-ploce,  Brixton,  S.W.— At  our  last  weekly  meet¬ 
ing  wo  eleoted  another  working  member.  The  first 
balance  sheet  of  this  society  was  brought  forwar4  and 


duly  accepted,  which  shows  ns  to  be  in  a  very  fair 
position,  as  we  have  a  substantial  balance  in  hand  after 
very  heaxy  expenditure.  Our  prize  list  was  also  further 
increased  by  eight  more  prizes,  and  as  two  prizes  xvere 
given  as  specials  for  the  18th  inst.,  go  where  you  please, 
and  all  fish  to  xveigh,  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good  show 
of  fish  for  the  first  weigh-in  to  this  society.  Members 
on  the  committee  will  please  take  notice  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  will  be  held  on  the  20th  inst.,  at 
9.30  p.m.,  to  arrange  prize  list  and  discuss  several  other 
important  matters. — \V.  H.  Bryant. 

Allason  United  Brothers’  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex.  Uxbridge-street.  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W. 
— Messrs.  Turner,  Boreham,  and  Dovell  have  been  elected 
as  working  members,  and  more  are  about  to 
join.  Mr.  Fuller  offered  5s.  for  the  largest  jack 
taken  from  the  association’s  water,  Langley  Canal,  Sun¬ 
day  only,  and  Mr.  A.  Boreham  5s.  for  the  largest  roach 
taken  from  any  waters  during  the  season.  Our  first 
roving  match  takes  place  on  the  18th  inst.,  no  member 
to  start  fishing  before  daybreak,  Sunday ;  two  rods 
allowed;  all  fish  to  weigh — burr,  jack,  perch,  and  eels — 
and  no  prize  to  be  taken  with  less  than  8oz.  of  fish. 
Our  worthy  host,  who  is  clerk  of  scales,  will,  on  receipt 
of  weighing-fish,  give  the  member  the  club’s  printed 
cheque  for  the  receipt  of  fish.  On  and  after  this  14fh 
day  of  June  it  is  decided  “  That  the  fishing  for  the 
annual  gross  weight  prize  shall  onl.v  be  fished  for  once  a 
week,  not  one  week  day  and  the  following  Sunday,  that 
is  to  say,  if  a  member  weighs  in,  say,  on  Wednesday  for 
for  gross  xveight,  he  cannot  repeat  the  same  on  the  fol- 
loxving  Sunday.”  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to 
revise  our  rules. — H.  B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Crown  Distillery,  Vere- 
street.  Glare-market.  W.U.  —  On  Tuesday  we  got 
through  some  important  business,  and  accorded  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Pailes  for  his  past  services 
as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  also  for  past  considera¬ 
tion  towards  us.  The  following  were  elected  as 
officers; — Messrs.  G.  Bird,  treasurer ;  H.  Seymour  and 
A.  Hill,  chairman  and  vice  respectively;  H.  Seymour 
and  E.  Leicester,  delegates  to  the  Central  ;  G.  Marriott 
and  H.  Seymour,  auditors  for  last  quarter.  I  think  all 
members  know  the  rules  and  conditions  for  the  match 
Sunday,  when  I  hope  to  see  the  tra.vs  well  filled  at  our 
new  club-house,  the  Coach  and  Horses,  Portsmoufh- 
place,  Lincoln’s-inn  Fields.  Members  can  obtain  their 
privilege  tickets  by  applying  to  Mr.  Pailes.  —  G. 
Marriott,  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride,  Princess  of  Wales,  South-street, 
East-street,  Walworth.  —  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Wednesday  next,  June  21  (it  being  quarterly 
night),  all  subscriptions  and  fines  must  be  paid  ;  also 
election  of  all  officers  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  I  have 
all  the  privilege  tickets  ready  should  they  be  required. 
Secretaries  of  angling  clubs  please  note  the  next  visit 
on  the  South  London  List  will  take  place  at  this  society 
on  Monday  evening,  June  26,  and  trust  we  shall  be  well 
supported  by  all  the  clubs  on  this  list,  this  society 
having  been  represented  at  every  visit  during  the  past 
year. — J.  H.  Tucker,  bon.  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  members  of  this 
club  will  fish  their  first  match  of  the  season  on  June  18, 
at  Amberley.  Pegged  down,  between  Houghton  Bridge 
and  Bury.  Train,  8.27  from  Clapbam  Junction,  re¬ 
turning  7.12  from  Amberley. — Geo.  Mumeord,  see. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — A  return  visit  on  the 
Anglers’  Association  list,  Southern  Division,  will  be 
paid  to  this  society  on  Tuesday,  the  20th,  when  the 
company  of  brother  anglers  s.nd  friends  will  be 
esteemed  a  favour. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Soutbwark-street. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  bad  a 
good  muster  of  members  present,  and  we  have  also 
elected  Mr.  Marigold  a  working  member  for  the  coming 
season  ;  also  three  honorary  members.  If  any  gentleman 
would  like  to  join  this  society  every  information  can  be 
obtained  at  the  clubhouse.  Will  members  come  up  in 
full  force  next  week,  so  as  to  settle  our  silver  cup  com¬ 
petition? — .1.  Foster,  bon.  sec.  ■ 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C. — On  the  7th  inst.  we 
held  our  twenty-first  annual  supper,  xvhen  thirty  sat 
down  to  a  very  nice  supper,  provided  by  Mr.  Wilson. 
The  principal  winners  for  the  season  were  Messrs.  T. 
Davis,  D.  Rich,  H.  Davis,  C.  Davis,  W.  Pailes,  D. 
Warren,  T.  Brown,  C.  Payne,  J.  Stevens,  and  the  late 
Mr.  Fail-head,  who  won  most  of  the  prizes,  which  have 
been  sent  to  his  wife.  The  harmony  was  most  excellent 
some  very  good  songs  being  sung  by  Messrs.  J.  Stevens, 
Ayrey,  Read,  Westbrooke,  Sheldrake,  Brown,  &c.  The 
following  have  been  elected  honorary  members ;  D. 
Begbie,  G.  Hicks,  VV.  Kerr.  Mr.  Pain  was  elected  a 
working  member,  and  A.  W.  Pain  proposed  as  a  work¬ 
ing  member  also  Mr.  Lowden,  they  will  be  elected  in 
duo  course. — D.  W.arren,  sec. 

^  Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. 
— Si  cretariea  of  angling  clubs  and  friends  please  note 
that  this  old-established  club  has  removed  from  the 
Berkley  Castle,  Rahare-.street,  to  the  ab<.vs  address,  and 
now  having  better  accommodation  we  shall  bo  pleased 
to  see  any  old  or  new  members  that  may  wish  to  join  the 
clnb.  Meeting  nights  Sunday  and  Wednesday. — H. 
Same,  sec. 

Bruns-wich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromle.v. — The  annual  dinner  took  place  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  and  was  a  great  sucoess.  An 
excellent  repast  was  provided  by  the  host,  Mr.  Y'oung, 
and  the  concert  following  was  a  great  success.  ’The 
chair  was  taken  by  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Wilson  j  vice, 


Mr.  Randell.  The  following  contributed  to  the 
harmony  : — Messrs.  Parmenter,  Mearing,  Watkins,  A. 
Bones,  Oakes,  G.  Mearing,  and  H.  Bones.  The 
secretary  read  the  list  of  g-oss  weight  of  fish,  which 
reached  nearly  4cv;t.,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  our  prize 
list  swelled  considerably  during  the  evening.  Hoping 
members  will  attend  in  force  next  Tuesday,  as  we  have 
so.me  pressing  business  to  attend  to. — J.  Watkins,  sec. 

City  of  London  and  Biisiug  Sun  Angling 
Society. — The  Cas  benefit  took  place  on  Monday  even¬ 
ing,  and  was  well  attended,  and  an  enjoyable  evening 
spent.  Messrs.  Thorling  and  Chambers  in  the  chair; 
Mr.  Abbott  vice.  The  following  gentlemen  contributed 
towards  the  harmony:  Messrs.  C.  and  W.  Watling, 
Franklin,  Webster,  W.  Stroteb,  Thorling,  Afflett, 
Chambers,  C.  Tayler,  Webb,  T.  and  J.  Bradley,  Mr.  R. 
Chambers  (with  the  Indian  clubs),  and  many  others. 
Mr.  Castoll  returns  his  sincere  thanks  to  his  numerous 
friends  xvho  so  well  supported  him.  Returns  for 
programme  J  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  F.  Bradley,  312,  Strand,  or 
The  George,  Brooko-street,  Holborn. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwiok- 
lane.  City. — The  annual  dinner  of  this  club  took  place 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  and,  although  not  so 
crowded  as  last  year,  when  over  sixty  membeTS  and 
friends  sat  down,  the  room  was  comfortably  full ;  and 
it  goes  without  saying  that  ample  justice  was  done  to 
the  good  things  provided  by ‘‘Genial  Tom ’' and  Mr. 
Keble.  Mr.  Crumplen  presided ;  a  capital  musical 
programme  was  got  through ;  and  the  usual  loyal  toasts 
and  speeches  brought  another  pleasant  evening  to  a 
close. — G.  H. 

Claphani  Junction  Angling  Society.  —  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
At  our  last  meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of  making  three 
new  members,  viz.,  Messrs.  A.  Faller,  J.  Coward.  Wm. 
Harvey,  and  nominated  Messrs.  C.  Chapman  and  Wm. 
Montague,  jun.  Members  are  requessed  to  attend  on 
Thursday  next  to  arrange  an  outing,  and  other  important 
business  will  bo  brought  forward.  Any  member  wishing 
to  have  his  privilege  ticket  can  do  so  by  applying  to  me. 
We  are  still  open  to  receive  a  few  more  gentlemen  as 
members.  Entrance  fee  is.  3d.,  and  2i.  a  week  sub¬ 
scriptions  (working).  5s.  per  annum  (honorary)  xvhich 
includes  privilege  ticket. — G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List 
Match..  -This  competition  will  take  place  at  Amberley, 
on  the  25tb,  all  holders  of  privilege  tickets  belonging 
to  clubs  on  the  list  are  eligible  to  compete.  1  beg  to 
remind  secretaries  that  all  money  and  unsold  tickets  be 
returned  to  me  at  the  delegate  meeting  at  the  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwel-green,  before  11  p.m.,  on  Friday, 
23rd,  in  order  that  we  may  arrange  the  prizes.  We 
have  a  considerable  sum  in  hand  to  start  with. — 
F.  Castell,  bon.  sec. 

CliftouTille  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville  Hotel, 
Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey. — We  passed  a  very 
pleasant  evening  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  H.  Case  in  the 
chair,  who  has  promised  us  another  silver  cup  to  be 
contested  for.  We  have  several  new  members  to 
augment  onr  numbers,  and  with  help  we  can  make  a 
most  successful  season.  There  is  a  considerable  prize 
list,  and  no  time  should  be  lost  by  the  members  not 
showing  up  at  the  Wednesday  meeting.  A  few  members 
intend  going  Sussex  way  next  Sunday,  and  have  great 
opinion  of  their  ability  to  indune  the  roach  to  feed.  A 
case  of  three  roach  weighing  71b.  4oz.,  are  in  the  club¬ 
house,  which  are  the  property  of  Mr.  Levein. — P. 
Gardner,  sec. 

Clissold  Angling  Society. — The  annual  outing  of 
this  young  but  flourishing  society  took  place  on  Sunday, 
June  4,  when  we  journey  by  road  to  the  Red  Lion,  St. 
Margaret’s.  A  cold  collation  was  provided  for  the 
members  out  in  the  meadow  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 
After  despatching  onr  al  fresco  repast  most  of  the 
members  went  by  boat  to  Rye  House,  and,  after  a  sub¬ 
stantial  tea,  returned  to  the  club-house,  where  we 
arrived  at  10.30  all  the  better  for  our  outing  xvhich  was 
undoubtedly  a  grand  success. — L.,  see. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday,  the  13th  inst., 
there  was  a  very  good  attendance,  when  one  new 
member  was  made  and  another  proposed.  On  the 
18th  inst.  a  pegged  down  match  will  take  place  at 
Harlow  for  six  prizes.  Members  to  go  down  by  the 
eight  o’clock  train. — S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Eastern  Piscatorial  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Gill- 
street,  Limehouse,  E. — Owing  to  a  mistake  in  your  last 
issue  the  date  of  our  dinner  is  given  as  the  18th.  It 
should  have  been  Monday,  the  19th.  Those  interested 
please  take  notice  of  the  date.  AVe  trust  to  have  a  show 
ot  fish  on  the  18th,  and  the  captor.s  thereof  on  feed  the 
following  day. — W.  Bartlett,  hon.  sec. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-read,  Forest  Gate.— All  clubs  in  the  Eastern 
District  are  requested  to  attend  the  first  visit  to  the 
above  club  on  No.  1  Eastern  Visiting  List  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  June  21,  at  the  above  hotel.  Trains  leave  Liver- 
Ijuol-street  and  Fenchurcli-street  for  Forest  Gate  at 
frequent  intervals,  calling  at  Forest  Gate.  Members 
are  ro(iuested  to  atten'd  a  general  meeting  on  Tuesday 
next,  the  ‘20th  inst.,  at  9  o'clock  for  special  business, 
and  to  arrange  for  the  first  outing.  Tue  usual  xveekly 
nieetinz  was  held  on  Wedne.sday,  when  four  new  mom- 
bers  were  duly  elected,  and  several  m-atters  of  imoor- 
tanco  discussed.  All  members  both  working  and  hono¬ 
rary  lire  requested  to  attend  tlio  first  weighing-in  of 
fish  on  the  18th.  when  a  good  show  of  fish  will,  it 
is  hoped,  be  on  view.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  a 
ftrst-oluss  angling  club  slionld  oommunieato  with  W,  J, 
Talbot,  6,  Jamaioa-road,  Forest  Gate,  E.,  hon,  see. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N.—Weiiad  a  good  meeting  on  Monday  last,  when 
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onr  prize  list  was  made  out.  We  have  over  forty 

prizes,  with  promises  of  more  later  on.  We  also  had 
four  new  members  proposed,  who  will  be  elected  next 
week.  I  beg  to  inform  members  that  three  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  on  the  18th  inst.  (open) ;  first,  lOs. ;  second 
/s. ;  third,  43.— A..  Payne,  sec.  ’ 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Our  distribution  of  prizes 
as  postponed  until  July  11,  when  we  hope  to  have  our 
secretary,  Mr  Murphy,  amongst  us,  he  having  gone  to  the 
seaside  to  recruit  his  strength  after  his  long  illness.— H. 
Haines,  sec.  pro  tern. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford. — Since  last  import  we  have 
made  three  working  members,  and  there  is  another 
proposed.^  Thursday,  15th  inst.,  was  our  supper  night 
and  distribution  of  prizes.  Next  Sunday  being  the  first 
in  the  season  I  expect  to  send  a  good  report  next  week  — 
G.  F.  Weaver,  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Robin  Hood,  Southamptou-street,  Pentonville.  —  Oar 
thirtieth  aniiuai  supper  took  place  at  the  clubhouse  on 
the  8th  inst.,  when  nearly  fifty  members  and  friends  sat 
down  to  a  very  excellent  repast.  We  were  favoured  by 
the_  company  of  a  number  of  brother  anglers  from 
various  clubs.  The  chairman  (J.  A.  Fitch)  opened  the 
proceedings  by  giving  a  brief  account  of  the  club’s 
doings  during  the  past  season.  Upwards  of  ^640  worth 
of  prizes  were  fished  for  during  the  year,  and  the  total 
weight  of  fish  weighed  in  on  Sundays  only  amounted  to 
112Hb.  Mr.  C.  Watling.  jiin.,  won  the  first  (gross 
weight  1901b.  5oz.),  Mr.  J.  Hewitt  the  second  (1821b.  4oz.), 
Mr.  J.  Cartwright  the  third  (1801b.  6oz.).  We  have  had 
aome_  very  fine  shows  of  fish  during  the  season,  Mr. 
Hewitt  having  on  one  occasion  561b.  12oz.  On  several 
Sundays  our  gross  weight  has  reached  over  one  hundred¬ 
weight.  A  host  of  talented  friends  made  onr  thirtieth 
anniversary  a  great  success.  The  following  toasts  were 
proposed  during  the  evening:  “The  Great  Northern 
Brothers,  “  The  Central  Association,”  “  The  Press,”  and 
“  The  Visitors  and  Prize  Givers.”  During  the  evening 
prizes  to  the  value  of  d635  were  given  for  competition 
during  the  ensuing  season. — J.  A.  Pitch,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— In  addition  to  the 
ordinary  business  on  Tuesday,  there  was  a  meeting  of 
the  entertainment  committee,  a  meeting  of  the  general 
committee,  and  a  special  general  meeting  to  amend  the 
rules.  Under  the  very  able  chairmanship  of  Mr.  George 
Chambers,  one  of  our  vice-presidents,  the  whole  was 
got  through  in  good  time,  and  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
The  entertainment  committee  completed  their  pro¬ 
gramme  of  fixtures  for  the  next  six  months,  which  con¬ 
tains  several  fishing  excursions ;  a  visit  to  the  South 
Kensington  Museum  ;  a  three  days  exhibition  of  fish, 
birds,  tackle,  printings,  &c.,  in  the  society’s  rooms  ; 
papers  and  discussions  on  piscatorial  subjects ;  a 
smoking  concert,  &c.  The  general  committee  drew  up 
conditions  under  which  the  Challenge  Shield  shall  be 
competed  for,  and  transacted  other  important  business. 
The  special  general  meeting  altered  the  rules  so  that 
members  can,  on  paying  23.  6d.,  take  a  friend  with  them, 
to  fish  the  society’s  waters  occasionally.  At  the  ordi¬ 
nary  meeting,  two  new  members  were  elected,  and  five 
others  proposed,  and  it  was  stated  that  several  other 
gentlemen  had  written  for  copies  of  the  rules  and  other 
particulars.  Mr.  E.  Pickling  reported  having  taken 
some  good  bream  and  roach,  and  one  pike,  from  Acle  ; 
Mr.  Fosbrooke  and  party,  last  Saturday,  over  a  hundred¬ 
weight  of  flounders  from  Leigh;  Mr.  Mignot,  jun.,  a 
good  lot  of  flounders  last  Monday  at  Southend  ;  Mr. 
Dyer,  plaice  and  dabs  from  Southend;  Mr.  Parker, 
flounders  from  Southend  ;  Mr.  Vail,  some  good  pout  and 
congers  from  Brighton;  and  Mr.  Norman  some  flat 
fish  and  a  4^1b.  conger  from  the  same  place.  Next 
Tuesday,  20th  inst.,  a  discussion  on  “  May-fly  Fishing  ” 
will  be  opened  by  a  short  paper  from  the  secretary. 
Members  will  please  note  that  the  address  of  the  secre¬ 
tary  will  in  future  be  C5,  Hazelville-road,  Hornsey-rise, 
N. — James  Tayler,  sec.' 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N. — On  Wed¬ 
nesday,  Juno  14,  wo  had  a  fairly  good  attendance, 
and  added  several  new  members  to  the  society, 
which  now  brings  the  total  to  over  forty.  The 
question  of  raising  our  standard  was  discussed, 
and  the  following  are  the  proposed  alterations  :— 
'Trout,  14in.  ;  brook  trout,  flin. ;  grilling,  9in.  ; 
jack,  22in. ;  perch,  8in. ;  roach.  Sin.";  dace,  7in.  ;  chub, 
lOin.  ;  bream,  lOin. ;  barbel,  14in.  ;  carp,  lOin. ;  tench, 
Klin.  :  gudgeon,  5in. ;  rudd.  Sin.  Will  all  members, 
kindly  endeavour  to  be  present  next  Wednesday,  to 
settle  this  finally  ;  also  to  make  the  necessary  alteration 
of  rules,  and  to  arrange  the  prize  list,  which  should  be 
a  very  good  one  ?  The  following  members  have  already 
contributed  : — Messrs.  Fox,  Westrup,  Cornish,  Webb, 
Burton,  Scholefield,  Shaw,  and  myself.  Members  are 
respectfully  reminded  that  subscriptions  are  due. — G.  H. 
Rutherford,  sec. 

Hoiseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster.  —  The  usual  weekly 
meeting  held  on  Wednesday  last  was  well  attended.  It 
is  hoped  members  will  attend  early  on  Wednesday  next, 
as  toe  officers  for  the  ensuing  quarter  will  be  elected, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  arrange  a  match. — F.  Taylor, 
hon.  sec. 

Independent  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion, 
Pqrtland-street,  Poland-street. — At  our  last  weekly 
meeting  we  had  a  fair  show-up  of  members.  I 
wish  to  state  that  privilege  tickets  can  be  had  over  the 
bar.  Our  worthy  host  has  been  proposed  as  a  working 
member,  and  will  be  ballotted  for  next  week. — G. 
Biqsby,  sec.  ' 


Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Caiionbury-road. — The  concert  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes  took  place  on  Monday  last,  when  we  had  a 
full  room.  Chairman,  Mr.  Blackman  ;  vice,  Mr.  Cully. 
Several  songs  wore  sung,  after  which  the  distribution 
took  place,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  the 
members  were  disappointed  through  the  donors  not  for¬ 
warding  their  prizes.  On  Tuesday  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeliiig  were  read  and  confirmed,  G.  Holder  in 
the  chair,  when  Mr.  Kemp,  our  landlord,  introduced 
eight  rnepibers,  who  will  be  ballotted  for  on  Tuesday  next. 
The  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  District  takes  place  on 
Monday,  19th  inst.,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — • 
J.  H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— There  are  five 
special  prizes  to  be  competed  for  in  the  Stort,  on  the 
18th  inst.  _  The  boundary  has  been  extended,  the 
members  being  allowed  to  compete  for  the  prizes  between 
Burnt  Mill  Station  and  Sawbridgeworth  Station.  All  to 
fish  from  the  towing  path, — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers  Society,  Kentish  Town. — The  above 
society  held  their  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday 
last,  at  which  the  prospects  of  the  coming  seasion  were 
discussed ;  three  more  prizes  were  promised  ;  the  new 
members  will  be  welcomed. — W.  W.  Sanderson,  sec. 
pro  tern. 

Junior  Ely  Pishers,  The  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch. 
—The  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  as  abeve,  Mr. 
Evens  presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  annual,  special, 
aud  ordinary  meetings  were  read  and  confirmed.  Messrs. 
Goodwin  and  Hall  were  elected  delegates  to  the  Angler’s 
Association.  Several  letters  were  read,  dealing  with 
various  matters,  and  these  were  all  disposed  of  in  good 
time.  Mr.  Close  gave  his  report  of  the  recent  Loch 
Leven  competition,  and  very  interesting  it  proved.  A 
very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him,  and  he 
was  congratulated  on  the  good  position  he  attained  in 
the  competition,  seeing  that  he  was  fourteenth  out  of 
forty-four  competitors,  a  very  creditable  result  for  the 
first  time.  One  new  member  was  proposed.  The  last 
outing  at  Hertford  was  not  so  well  attended  as  we  couM 
'  wish,  owing,  no  doubt  to  the  lowness  of  the  waters  ia 
most  parts.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairmen 
concluded  the  business  at  11  p.m. — Hon.  Sec. 

Eady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association. — The 
twenty-ninth  annual  dinner  of  the  above  association  was 
celebrated  at  Queen  of  England  Hotel,  Goldhawk- 
road,  W.,  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  7th  inst.,  when 
nearly  fifty  members  and  friends  were  present.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  the  President  (Mr.  M.  Manning), 
and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  R.  W.  Ilobden.  The 
P  esident,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  “  The  Lady  of  the 
Lake,”  said  that  the  a-sociation  was  established  in  the 
year  1864  as  the  West  London  Fishing  Club  by  himself 
and  a  few  friends  at  the  Eagle  Tavern,  Starch-green, 
which  tavern  was  previously  known  as  “  The  Lady  of 
the  Lake,”  where,  adjoining,  good  fishing  might  be 
enjoyed  in  the  lakes  now  covered  by  many  a  house. 
Good  fiehiug  could  also  be  obtained  in  those  days  at  the 
Willow  Vale  Fishery,  Uxbridge-road,  by  payment  of  Is. 
per  day,  and  many  an  old  follower  of  Izaak  Walton  had 
journeyed  from  London  on  foot  (no  rail  or  ’bus  then)  to 
enjoy  a  peaceful  day’s  sport.  Very  few  established 
fishing  clubs  existed  at  that  time,  and  those  few  had  no 
privileges  extended  to  them,  as  now,  by  railway  com¬ 
panies  ;  no  honorary  members  or  prize  donors.  'The 
Lady  of  the  Lake,  although  established  so  many  years 
ago,  had  experienced  many  trials  and  adversities,  but 
he  was  proud  to  say  that  at  the  present  time  the  associa¬ 
tion  stood,  in  his  opinion,  second  to  none.  The  member- 
shiii  still  numbered  over  100.  He  sincerely  hoped  that 
every  angling  and  hon.  member  would  make  an  effort  this 
season  to  win  one  or  more  prizes  that  would  be  offered  and 
arranged  for  competition  by  their  strong  working  com¬ 
mittee.  He  might  mention  that  the  subscription  was 
10s.  per  annum.  Concluding,  he  remarked  that  the 
monthly  suppers  and  musical  evenings  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  had  been  most  successful.  Mr.  A.  Prole  proposed 
the  toast  of  “The  President  and  Vice-President,”  aud 
remarked  that  their  president  was  a  good  old  fisherman 
and  a  strong  friend  of  the  association,  of  whom  they 
were  proud.  Mr.  Hobden  proposed  the  toast  of  “The 
Prize  Donors  and  Hon.  Members,”  with  which  was 
coupled  the  names  of  Mr.  Alais  and  Mr.  H.  P. 
Gilbert,  both  of  whom  replied.  The  President  then 
started  the  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season  with 
£2  2s.  for  the  largest  roach,  and  was  quickly  followed 
by  members  and  friends  to  the  amount  of  .£37  ICs. 
The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  “  The  Officers,” 
with  which  he  coupled  the  name  of  Mr.  G.  Dexter,  said 
that  gentleman’s  work  as  secretary  had  been  arduous 
aud  constant  on  behalf  of  the  club.  The  club  had  never 
had  a  better  secretary.  He  had  done  his  very  best  for 
the  association,  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  energy  , 
that  the  association  had  been  brought  to  the  front  in  the 
way  it  was,  and  that  they  had  had  such  a  succe-sful 
season.  Mr.  ix.  Dexter  thanked  the  other  officers  fur 
the  way  in  which  they  had  supported  him,  and  he  hoped 
that  his  suece.-sor  would  receive  as  hearty  support  from 
members  as  had  been  accorded  to  him.  T  e  toasts 
of  “  The  Visitors  and  the  Artists,”  “  The  Host  and  ^ 
Hostess,”  were  duly  honoured.  Mr.  C.  H.  Downe  (the  | 
host)  provided  a  splendid  repast,  which  was  admirably  | 
served.  There  was  an  excellent  musical  entertainment 
contributed  by  some  first-class  artists.  We  had  a  good  I 
muster  on  Monday  last,  when  the  prize  list  (which  is  a  j 
grand  one)  was  arranged  for  the  ensuing  season,  our 
president  in  the  chair.  A  new  member  was  enrolled, 
and  we  have  still  a  few  vacancies.  Gentlemen  wishing 
to  join  a  good  club  should  lose  no  time.  Particulars  can 
be  bad  of  the  secretary  as  above.  Otti  Tuesday  next  an 
important  meeting  will  be  held,  at  8  p.m.  sharp. — G. 
Burton,  hon.  sec. 


Lincoln  Angling  Society;.— On  Wednesday  last  a 
special  meeting  was  called,  which  I  was  sorry  to  see  so 
poorly  attended.  Our  visit  on  the  C.  D.  V.  L.  will  take 
place  on  June  26,  when  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good 
muster  of  anglers  and  friends.  Onr  annual  supper  will 
take  place  .Inly  5,  which  I  hope  members  will  please 
note.  Mr.  W.  Barnes  was  proposed  a  working  member, 
and  will  be  ballotted  for  in  the  usual  way. — 
W.  Watlino,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Qneen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — At  our  last 
week’s  meeting  it  was  agreed  that  we  fish  a  friendly 
home  and  home  match  with  the  St.  Helen’s  Angling 
Association,  the  first  event  to  come  off  in  our  Knowsley 
water  on  the  22nd  inst.  The  greatest  weight  of  take- 
able  fish  on  the  two  occasions  to  win,  and  the  dinner  to 
ta’ae  place  on  the  evening  of  the  second  event  at  St. 
Helen’s.  Of  the  three  previous  matches  St.  Helen’s 
have  won  two,  so  the  home  team  must  do  their  best  to 
equalise,  as  the  St.  Helen’s  team  is  sure  to  be  a  tough  one. 
— R  0.  WOOLFALL. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Kingsgate- 
street,  Holborn. — I  hope  members  will  muster  up  early 
next  Monday,  as  we  have  business  of  great  importance 
to  settle. — A.  Toplis,  sec. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society.— The  annual 
dinner  of  the  above  society,  which  was  held  at  the 
Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  on  the  8th  inst,  was  a 
great  success.  With  members  and  friends  the  company 
present  mumbered  close  on  ninety,  and  some  of  the 
guests  could  not  be  accommodated  in  the  billiard  saloon 
where  the  dinner  was  served,  owing  to  the  crowded 
attendance,  but  they  were  not  forgotten  by  tbe  steward 
who  saw  to  their  wants  in  an  ante-room.  The  tables 
were  decorated  with  flowers,  and  rods,  landing  nets  and 
fishing  baskets  were  tastefully  arranged  at  various  parts 
of  the  room.  Upon  the  wails  of  the  room  were  fifty 
cases  of  stuffed  specimen  fish,  which  excited  the  admi¬ 
ration  of  the  visitors.  Major  Lewis  H.  Isaacs  presided, 
and  the  vice-chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham. 
Amongst  those  present  were  Messrs.  J.  P.  Wheeldon, 
W.  F.  Grimmett,  D.  Grimmett,  Baker,  Turnham,  May, 
Edwards,  A.  Darling,  W.  Grace,  Mudd,  Shonfleld,  J. 
Read,  Davis,  Chandler,  C.  J.  Stevens,  13.  Cohen,  W. 
Ganderton,  E.  Chill,  S.  Temple,  G.  and  T.  H.  Phillips, 
J.  Butts,  H.  D.  Glover,  G.  H.  Howard,  A.  R.  Matthews, 
Smith,  C.  Newbury,  La  Feuillade,  and  A.  E.  Baldwin, 
secretary.  An  excellent  dinner  was  provided  by  Mrs. 
Wheeldon,  and  upon  its  conclusion,  the  chairman  gave 
the  usual  loyal  toast.  The  chairman  next  proposed 
the  toast  of  the  evening,  “  Success  and  Pro-perity 
to  the  Now  Albion  Piscatorials,”  and  in  doing 
so  was  very  cordially  received.  Major  Isaacs, 
referring  to  his  own  fishing  experiences  said  that 
before  he  had  to  leave  a  certain  northern  county 
with  the  proverbial  2s.  Od.  in  his  pocket,  he  was  a  great 
fisherman,  or,  to  be  more  correct,  a  great  fisherboy.  He 
had  the  liveliest  recollection  of  all  that  he  did  in  the 
fishing  world.  He  remembered,  as  if  it  were  but  a  day 
ago,  when  with  a  bent  pin  and  a  worm  wriggling  on  the 
end  of  it  he  fished  in  a  very  muddy  stream,  and  yet 
managed  to  land  something.  He  had  also  spent  many  a 
happy  day  oh  a  charming  trout  stream  in  the  north  of 
Lancashire,  and  indulged  in  fishing  with  the  fly,  that 
most  delightful  of  all  sports.  Upon  coming  to  London 
he  was  made  a  Freemason,  and  the  lodge  he  belonged  to 
used  to  have  summer  outings  up  the  Thames  to  Maiden¬ 
head.  He  then  used  to  get  down  about  luncheon  time 
and,  engaging  a  punt,  fish  about  Maidenhead,  Medmen- 
ham,  &o.,  and  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  art  of 
fishing.  He  could  speak  of  the  sport  as  being  a  most 
delightful  recreation,  for  it  led  one  to  spend  many 
hours  in  the  open  air  by  the  riverside,  which  was  a 
grand  thing  for  Londoners.  The  Major  then  referred  to 
the  position  of  the  club,  and  afterwards,  on  behalf 
of  the  members,  and  amid  loud  cheers,  presented 
Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett,  the  chairman,  with  a  gold 
pendant  for  a  watch  chain.  Mr.  Grimmett,  in  receiv¬ 
ing  the  pendant,  said  the  presentation  had  taken 
him  completely  by  surprise,  and,  on  thanking  the 
members  for  their  handsome  gift,  said  he  should 
always  do  his  utmost  in  the  interest  of  the  society. 

“  The  Prize  Donors  and  Visitors  ”  followed,  Mr.  Biker 
responding.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wheeldon,  in  an  interesting 
speech,  then  proposed  “ The  Preservation  Societies,” 
which  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  who 
was  heartily  received.  He  concluded  by  giving  “  The 
Officers,”  which  was  responded  to  by  the  chairman  and 
secretary  of  the  society  respectively,  the  latter  giving  a 
very  satisfactory  account  of  the  condition  of  the  club. 
The  other  toasts  were  “  The  Press,”  "  The  Hostess  and 
'Treasurer”  (Mrs.  Wheeldon),  and  “The  Chairman  and 
Vice-Chairman.”  During  the  evening  prizes  to  the 
value  of  £60  were  promised  for  the  ensuing  season, 
Major  Isaacs  giving  £5  5s.,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett 
£5  53.  Tnere  was  a  capital  programme  of  music,  in 
which  Messrs.  W.  Judge  (pianist),  A.  G  Pearce, Clifton 
Wood,  A.  W.  Shonfeld,  J.  Akers,  G.  W.  Swayne,  and 
N  wton  rendered  excellent  service,  and  the  proceedings, 
which  had  been  most  enjoyable  and  successful  through¬ 
out.  fittingly  concluded  with  “  Auld  Lang  Syne.” 

Norlands.  22,  Norland-road  North,  Notting  Hill,  W. 

— The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  club  took  piace  on 
Saturday  evening  last.  Two  new  members  were  elected, 
making  our  total  up  to  twenty,  eighteen  of  which  hold 
privilege  tickets.  The  balance-sheet  was  read  and 
adopted,  certain  rules  were  altered,  and  the  committee 
were  elected  for  the  forthcoming  season.  Members 
please  note  that  we  meet  the  second  and  fourth  Satur¬ 
days  in  each  mouth,  instead  of  the  last  Saturday,  as 
heretofore. — W.  C.  Dawson,  hon.  sec. 

North.  London  Angling'  Club,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Wednesda  y  evening,  the  7th  inst.. 
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the  members  of  the  above  club  held  their  annual  dinner, 
when  a  really  admirable  repast  was  provided  by  their 
host.  The  president  (Mr.  G.  Hoyle)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  H.  Stretch  in  the  vice-chair.  The  musical 
talent  was  even  higher  than  the  ordinary  standard,  and 
the  number  of  prizes  distributed  in  the  course  of  the 
evening  came  as  a  surprise  to  the  uninitiated.  There 
are  over  forty  members,  and,  considering  that  the  club 
has  only  been  established  two  years,  this  augurs  well  for 
the  future  prosperity  of  the  North  Londoners.  No  gross 
weight  prizes'are  competed  for,  and  the  standard  is  one 
well  worthy  of  emulation.  Another  praiseworthy 
feature  of  this  young  but  prosperous  society  is  that, 
after  paying  all  dues,  they  hold  a  balance  at  their 
bankers  of  .£10.  The  walls  of  the  club-room  are  taste¬ 
fully  derorated  with  cases  of  birds,  pictures  of  fish, 
diplomas,  and  some  really  excellent  specimens  of  pre¬ 
served  fish,  consisting  of  bream,  perch,  roach,  barbel, 
and  dace.  Every  credit  is  due  to  the  officers  who 
catered  for  the  dinner,  and  when,  at  a  late  hour,  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  terminated,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that 
members  and  visitors  had  been  highly  entertained. 

Oak  Angling'  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
North  Bow. — Our  first  annual  supper  took  place  on 
June  7,  after  which  the  distribution  of  prizes.  Messrs. 
Hearn,  J.  Wright,  and  H.  Wright  were  the  principle 
prize  winners.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
members  of  other  clubs  who  kindly  supported  us  on  this 
occasion,  also  Messrs.  T.  Parker  and  Parsley  for  their 
kindness  in  offering  a  prize  for  the  ensuing  season.  The 
members  kindly  sent  a  donation  of  lOs.  to  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Fund.  We  have  made  three  new  members 
lately,  and  we  seem  to  be  on  the  high  road  to  success. — 
J.  H.  Holding,  sec. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Tottenham. — 
The  first  annual  supper  of  this  society  will  take  place 
at  the  above  address  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  June  20. 
The  prizes  will  be  d’stributed  during  the  evening. 
Chairman,  Mr.  E.  Ca&tel ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  J. 
Harrison. 

Feckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham. — The  first  outing 
of  the  season  for  six  prizes  will  take  place  on  the 
18th  June,  at  Amberley  (tow  path  only).  Members 
to  alight  at  Amberley,  and  return  from  Amberley 
Station.  There  will  be  a  saloon  carriage  attached  to 
t  ie  train  for  the  convenience  of  members.  The  associa- 
lion  privilege  tickets  are  now  ready.  It  is  requested 
that  members  should  attend  and  take  up  the  revised 
rules,  as  there  are  some  important  alterations.  I  should 
like  to  see  a  few  members  attend  the  Forest  Gate 
Pisoatorials’  visit,  it  being  their  first.  Gentlemen 
wishing  to  join  a  flourishing  angling  society  may  have 
full  particulars  by  applying  at  the  above  any  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  and  will  be  made  heartily  welcome. — 
W.  E.  Gabdhan,  sec. 

Fhcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Tuesday  we  had  an  extra  large  attend¬ 
ance  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that  our  annual  brake 
outing  will  fake  place  on  the  18th,  when  we  journey  to 
Harefield.  Three  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  that  day. 
Messrs.  Francis,  Keefe,  Kemble,  and  James  were 
enrolled  as  working  members,  and  five  others  were  pro- 
pjsed.  The  brakes  will  start  from  the  club-house  at 
■/.30  sharp.  Cold  luncheon  will  be  provided  by  host 
Forster. — H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  assist,  sec. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — Twenty-five  members 
and  friends  sat  down  to  our  first  dinner  on  Tuesday  last, 
which  was  served  in  capital  style.  Our  president  (Mr. 
Hatterly)  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  Tidmarsh  the  vice¬ 
chair.  The  following  gentlemen  entertained  the  com¬ 
pany  with  some  good  songs  and  recitations;  Messrs. 
Clarke,  Roe,  Lang,  White,  Tidmarsh,  Haines,  Mitchell, 
Utting,  &c.  The  chairman  started  the  prize  list  for 
the  coming  season,  which  was  added  to  till  it  reached 
the  value  of  over  20  guineas.  There  is  a  prize  for  the 
first  Sunday,  given  by  Mr.  Haines,  for  the  heaviest 
gf)co  -vpig-ht. —  Hi,  Pyne,  sec. 

Priace  Artkur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borae-road.  North  Kensington. — Members  will  please 
take  note  that  if  they  apply  at  the  clubhouse  they  can 
have  their  privilege  ticket  by  paying  the  treasurer,  Mr. 
W.  Walton.  Wednesday,  July  5,  will  be  a  special 
night  to  alter  rules  relating  to  size) of  fish. — J.  Harris, 
sen 

Queen’s  Angling  Society,  Latimer  Arms,  Walmer- 
roau,  \V. — On  Wednesday,  June  14.  the  return  visit  of 
the  above  society  was  held,  when  I  was  sorry  to  see  so 
few  clubs  represented,  only  eight  answering  the  roll 
oill.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  entertainment;  the 
visitors,  though  few,  made  up  for  that  ly  their  vocal 
ftdilities.  The  chair  and  vice  chair  was  ably  taken  by 
Messrs.  Conly  (Snndial)  and  Clarke  (Bomore)  respeo- 
H’vely.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Messrs. 
Briggs  for  their  kindness  in  lending  and  decorating  our 
club  room,  which  looked  splendid.  I  thank  the  members 
of  those  clubs  present  for  their  kind  support.  Our 
first  outing  takes  place  at  King’s  Langley,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  show  of  fish. — C.  H.  Drake,  see. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Piincess  cf 
Wales,  Kingslake-stroet,  Old  Kent-road. — Our  eleventh 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at 
the  above  on  Tuesday,  Gth  inst.,  when  twenty-nine 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  spread. 
After  dinner  we  went  in  for  some  harmony,  and  really 
<7nod  songs,  Ac.,  wore  got  through  by  the  following 
gentlemen  :  Messrs.  F.  Rowe,  J.  P,  O’Conor,  H.  Campel, 
»J.  Green,  &o.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  W. 
Flower;  vice,  J.  Smith;  piano,  H.  Fletcher,  T.C. 
About  11.30  p.m.  tbe  chairman  announced  the  distribu- 
t’ou  ot  prizes.  The  princ'oal  prize-winners  are  as 
follows :  Messrs,  J,  Wigley,  F,  Lamberton,  H.  Mitchell, 


W.Lamberton,  G.  Sharman,  F.  T.  Lamberton,  W.  Tid¬ 
marsh.  The  past  season  was  a  very  fair  one,  the  total 
gross  weight  of  fish  weighed  in  7001b.  Nearly  thirty 
prizes  were  offered  for  the  coming  season,  Mr.  Crisp 
heading  the  list  with  J;2  2s.  ;  Mr.  Crisp,  10s.  Od.  ;  W. 
Flower,  ^£1.  Is.  The  usual  toasts  were  proposed,  and  the 
health  of  the  visitors  concluded  a  very  enjoyable  even¬ 
ing.  Mr.  J.  Wigley  wishes  to  give  fourteen  days’ notice  of 

anew  rule.  Our  monthly  outing  takes  place  at  Amberley 
on  25th  inst.,  to  go  where  you  like.  I  hope  members 
will  note  last  Wednesday  was  quarterly  night.  --T. 
Lamberton,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. —  vVe  assembled  last  Wednes¬ 
day,  and  had  a  very  good  attendance.  Everybody  was 
eager  to  get  their  privilege  ticket,  so  much  so  that  I 
expect  to  see  a  roomful  of  fish  next  Sunday  evening. 
Seven  gentlemen  were  proposed  as  members,  and  unani¬ 
mously  elected,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  we  have  four 
gentlemen  on  the  books  to  be  balloted  for  next  week. 
There  are  still  some  members  who  have  not  notified 
on  which  association  they  require  their  privilege  tickets. 
If  they  will  do  so  at  onoe  they  will  oblige.  W.  R. 
Shand,  hon.  r.ec. 

St.  John’s  Angling;  Society.— The  fifteenth 
annual  supper  of  this  society  took  place  at  the  head¬ 
quarter;',  “The  Empress  of  Russia,”  St.  John  Street- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  on  Tuesday,  June  6,  and  I 
must  sa.y  our  host  provided  a  splendid  supper. 
Mr.  G.  Paterson  presided,  supported  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tibbatts.  Our  host  looked  after  the_  tail  end  of 
the  swim,  surrounded  by  “  thirsty  tiddlers,”  who 
were  well  on  the  feed.  The  supper  over,  the  remainder 
of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony  and  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  prizes.  After  the  “  Queen  and  the  Royal 
Family,”  the  chairman  gave  “Success  to  the  Club,"  to 
which  the  secretary  responded.  Mr.  Thorling  drew 
attention  to  the  great  amount  of  good  the  “  Press”  had 
done  for  anglers,  and  requested  all  present  to  join  him 
in  the  toast  of  “  The  Press,”  coupling  with  it  the  name 
of  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  (of  the  Fishing  Gazette),  which 
was  drunk  with  musical  honours.  ‘Then  came  tue 
prizes,  which  this  year,  with  the  exception  of  a  hand¬ 
some  eight-day  clock,  won  by  Mr.  F.  Thorling,  and  two 
fly  rods,  one  wonbyMr.  G.  Paterson  and  the  other  by  Mi*. 
W.  Mills,  were  all  money  prizes.  The  principal  prize 
winners  were  Messrs.  Warren,  Catanach,  Thorling, 
Mills,  Jeffreys,  Paterson,  and  Nunn ;  the  special  prize 
winners  were,  for  greatest  number  of  shows,  won  by 
Mr.  Warren;  largest  jack  of  the  season,  won  by  Mr. 
Jeffreys ;  largest  roach,  Mr.  Catarach  and  Mr. 
Warren  tied  for  this  prize,  lib.  SJlb.  The  four  club 
prizes  were  taken  by  Mr.  Warren,  first ;  Mr.  Catanach, 
second;  Mr.  Thorling,  third;  and  Mr.  Mills,  fourth. 
After  the  prizes  had  been  presented  the  chairman 
handed  to  Mr.  Thorling,  the  secretary,  a  very  handsome 
meerschaum  pipe  and  cigar  holder,  a  present  from  the 
members  as  a  mark  of  respect.  Mr.  Thorling  thanked 
the  members  for  their  handsome  present,  and  promised 
to  look  after  the  interest  of  the  society  in  the  future  as 
he  had  done  in  the  past.  Some  excellent  songs  were 
rendered  during  the  evening  by  Messrs.  Tibbatts, 
Holden,  Phillips,  Croger,  Attnll,  Nunn,  and  Pearce 
(Sporting  Life).  A  quantity  of  prizes  were  promised 
during  the  evening  for  our  next  season’s  outing.  The 
health  of  our  chairman  and  vice-chairman  having  been 
drunk  with  musical  honours  brought  to  a  close  a  most 
enjoyable  evening. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Dambeth.  —  Wednesday  last,  being 
quarterly  night,  we  had  a  full  attendance.  The  three 
gentlemen  proposed  last  meeting  night  were  duly 
elected  members,  and  another  gentleman  was  proposed, 
and  will  be  balloted  for  next  meeting  night.  Officers 
for  the  ensuing  season  were  elected.  Mr.  J.  T.  Wright 
retains  his  office  as  secretary.  Messrs.  J.  T.  Wright, 
G.  Brocken,  W.  Wink,  J.  Green,  and  A.  Forester  form 
the  committee.  Messrs.  Green  and  Wink  were  eleeted 
auditors.  The  rules  of  the  club  were  gone  through,  but 
only  a  slight  alteration  was  made  in  rule  No.  12,  and 
that  is,  “  that  members  are  allowed  to  have  a  pro¬ 
fessional  fisherman  with  them  if  they  so  desire.” 
Several  members  intend  having  a  friendly  competition 
at  Amberley,  in  the  new  stretch  of  water  rented  by  the 
Central  Association,  on  the  18th  inst.  Go  by  first 
excursion  train  chartered  by  Mr.  A.  Eldridge.— 
J.  Wright,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — On  Tuesday  last  our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  Mr. 
Fletcher  in  the  chair  ;  Mr.  Jacobs  vice.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Mr.  Massey  Sraales,  J.  Williams,  Griffin, 
Mason,  Clark,  Milner,  Sheldrake,  Ayden,  Ac.  The 
dinner  over,  Mr.  Sutch  opened  with  a  selection  on  the 
piano.  The  two  usual  loyal  toasts  being  proposed  and 
duly  honoured,  Mr.  Massey  followed  with  a  song.  “  'The 
Army,  Navy,  and  Reserve  Forces  ”  was  responded  to  in 
a  neat  little  speech  by  Colour-Sergeant  Yates  (2  R.  F.). 
The  toast  ot  .the  evening,  “  The  Silver  Trout 
Angling  Society,”  was  responded  to  by  the  secre¬ 
tary,  who  stated  that  in  future  no  gross-weight 
prize  would  be  given  by  the  club,  but  a  specimen 
prize  for  greatest  number  of  species  of  specimen  fish. 
Mr.  Smales  won  the  club  specimen  prize  with  fourteen 
specimens  of  five  different  species,  viz.,  the  largest 
roich,  Hb.  iloz. ;  dace,  13Joz.  ;  tench,  21b.  11  Jib. ;  rudd, 
21b.  loz.  ;  bream,  41b.  GJoz.  Mr.  Massey,  gross  weight, 
93ilb.  ;  Clark,  perch,  11b.  8Joz.  ;  Williams,  roach, 
111).  12Joz. ;  Cherry,  bream,  51b.  Ofoz.  ;  Ely,  dace,  8i'lb. ; 
Kelly,  carp,  8Jlb.  The  private  prizes  were  won  by  Mr. 
Smaies,  two ;  Massey,  two  ;  Clark,  two ;  Williams,  two  ; 
Cherry,  two  ;  Jacob,  one;  illy,  one ;  Duckworth,  one; 
Fletcher,  one.  Mr.  Shepherd  of  our  society  having  been 


appointed  hon.  water  bailiff  T.A.P.3.  for  the  ^\alton 
district,  I  beg  to  warn  all  intending  law  breakers 
(piscatorially)  to  give  that  district  a  wide  berth,  as  Mr. 
Shepherd  intends  to  carry  out  his  duties  to  the  best  of 
his  ability.  Messrs.  Clark,  Dennis,  Simmons  (E.),  and 
others  kindly  assisted  in  the  musical  part  of  the  evening, 
to  whom  we  are  much  obliged.  Representatives  of  the 
following  clubs  kindly  visited  us  on  this  occasion  :  Cam¬ 
bridge  F.A.S.,  Junior  Fly  Fishers,  and  Friendly  Anglers. 
Mr.  Williams’s  prize  (10s.  (3d.)  for  trout  not  being  taken 
last  season,  he  has  kindly  increased  it  to  21s.,  and  also 
added  the  picture  (framed  and  glazed)  “  The  Peg-down 
Match,”  for  best  trout— Mr.  Curtis  being  tbe  only  fortu¬ 
nate  member  up  to  the  present  with  a  trout  about  21b.  Mr. 
Hall,  our  new  landlord,  has  kindly  given  a  prize  of  218. 
for  next  season.  We  elected  four  more  new  members, 
being  about  twelve  for  the  last  month.  Asthe  season  is 
now  just  starting,  we  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  the 
names  of  a  few  more  gentlemen  wishing  to  join  a  central 
club.  I  shall  be  please  to  forward  all  particulars.— 
Pelican. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — We  fish  for  three 
prizes  on  the  18th  inst.  at  Amberley  ;  go  and  return  by 
the  special  train.  On  Wednesday  next  we  compete  for 
two  prizes  at  Bures.  Two  new  working  members  pro¬ 
posed  at  our  last  meeting. — J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.  —  The 
final  friendly  competition  of  the  season  will  take  place 
at  Amberley  on  Sunday,  July  23.  Conditions,  roving 
between  Houghton  and  Limberley  bridges.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Anglers’  Pride,  the  United  Brothers 
having  decided  not  to  accept  their  visit  this  time ; 
notice  of  date  next  week. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stoke  Ne'W'ington  Angling  Society,  Tbe  Dun 
Horse,  Kingsland-road,  E.  —  The  thirteenth  annual 
dinner  of  the  above  club  took  place  on  Wednesday,  the 
7th  inst.,  when  we  had  a  record  in  the  matter  of  attend¬ 
ance,  nearly  fifty  guests  doing  ample  justice  to  the  good 
things  provided  by  our  host,  Mr.  W.  Freestone.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Gretton,  and  the  vice-chair 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Reens.  Mr.  George  Manning  efficiently 
replied  to  the  toasts  of  the  Anglers’  Association  and 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  ;  and  Messrs.  Russell, 
Danvers,  S.  Malby,  Anderson,  Bedford,  Reens,  Free¬ 
stone,  Webb,  Gretton,  and  others  provided  the  harmony. 
Mr.  W.  Peters  presided  at  the  pianoforte.  Among  tUe 
visitors  were  Mr.  T.  Sowerbutts,  Mr.  Snook  (Good 
Intent),  Messrs.  F.  Legge  and  S.  Malby  (Dalston),  and 
other  well-known  anglers.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  host 
and  hostess  brought  a  most  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. 
_ Gretton. 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Arch  No.  104,  King’s- 
road,  Brighton.— Tne  committee  meeting  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  the  14th  inst  ,  was  well  attended,  Mr.  Henry 
Peason,  occupied  the  chair,  and  three  new  members 
were  duly  elected  and  another  proposed.  Great  satis- 
faetion  was  expressed  with  the  artistic  way  in  which 
the  head  of  the  “Habooka”  has  been  set  up  for  tbe 
society  by  Mr.  E.  Hesse,  of  50,  Chesenhall-road,  Old 
Ford.  The  officers  of  the  society  will  be  pleased  to 
show  members  of  angling  clubs  who  are  interested  in 
the  subjeet,  the  collection  of  New  Zealand  hish. 
Philipe  Tickle,  librarian. 

Sundial  Angling  Association,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— Tuesday  next,  June  20, 
there  will  be  a  speeial  meeting,  to  consider  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  committee  concerning  alteration  of  rules,  Ac. 
li  Reaves  86c. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— The  merabera  of  the 
above  club  will  lish  their  first  match  on  June  18,  at 
Wateringbury,  for  several  prizes.  iSiuco  last  report  wo 
have  made  several  new  members.  Our  auiiual  ooid  colla¬ 
tion  takes  i)Iace  on  July  2,  when  we  shall  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  our  host,  Mr.  Wood,  catch  some  nice 
eels. — H.  Tyler,  hon.  sec. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhail-cross. — We  had  a  grand  attendance  on  the 
IJth  ;  the  previous  week^s  minutes  were  read  and  con¬ 
firmed.  Mr.  Atkins  Bury  were  balloted  for  and  duly 
elected ;  two  new  members  were  proposed,  Messrs. 
Hobbs  and  Livett— ballot  next  week.  We  fish  at  Water- 
ingbury  on  the  18th  inst.  Roving  mambsrs  may  go 
down  on  Saturday,  but  not  before  the  5  o  clock  train, 
and  to  cease  fishing  at  0  o’clock.  We  have  still  a  lew 
more  vacancies  anould  any  gentlemen  wish  to  join  as 
honorary  members — Ss.  per  annum,  including  privilege 
ticket.— H.  0.  «  .  . 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  S.W.— On  vVednesday 
last,  the  members  of  the  above  held  their  sixth  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes,  on  which  occasion 
Mr.  G.  Smith  ably  presided,  faced  in  the  vice  by  Mr.  G. 
Norton,  when  some  twenty-five  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  a  most  suitable  repast.  After  clearing  the 
table,  Mr.  Priestly,  who  ably  presided  at  the  piano 
during  the  evening,  played  a  selection  of  music.  Ihe 
chairman  proposed  The  Walham  Green  and  Chelsea 
Angling  Society,”  and  spoke  of  the  good  work  done  by 
the  society.  The  secretary  suitably  responded.  Ine 
distribution  of  prizes  here  followed,  Messrs.'!,  Alder, 
A.  Glass,  H.  Templeman,  and  G.  Maslin  came  in  lor 
chief  honours,  there  being  no  prizes  given  but  for  speci¬ 
men  fish.  The  next  was  a  toast  to  the  Central  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  T.  A.  P.  Society,  and  the  A.  B.  Society,  accom¬ 
panied  with  the  name  of  W.  J.  Wado,  who  attended  to 
open  the  boxes  of  the  above  societies,  and,  in  respond- 
i  jg  to  same,  informed  the  members  that  the  results  of 
boxes  was,  for  T,  A.  P,  Society,  >£1  8s.,  and  the 
Angler.s’  Benevolent,  Ss.  Od.  Tne  toast  “  lo  our 
\  isitors,”  was  drunk  and  ably  responded  to  by  Hr. 
Allder.  Some  capital  harmony  was  rendered  during  the 
evening  by  members  and  friends.  A  vote  of  thanks  to 
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GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


QEASIDE.— TOUEIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  and  FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
^  TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  CROMER,  Southend-on-Sea, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixtowe,  Aldeburgh,  South- 
wold,  and  Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  Trains  from  LONDON  (Liverpool-street),  also 
from  G.E.  SUBURBAN  STATIONS  and  New  Cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.)  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  These  Cheap  Tickets  are  issued  from  ST.  PANCRAS  (Midland)  and 
KENTISH  TOWN  to  HUNSTANTON,  YARMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  and  CROMER. 


CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  Back,  28.  Gd..  DAILY  by  Through  PAST  TBAINS  from 
LIVERPOOL-STREET  and  FENCHUROH-STREET.  Cheap  Tickets  also  issued  at  METRO¬ 
POLITAN  LINE  STATIONS,  via  Bishopsgato. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH  and  Back,  Is.  Prom  Liverpool-street,  on 
Sundays  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  8.2.5  a.m. 

BROXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE,  Is.  Gd.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  ifec.,  and 
on  Week-days  only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  New  Cross 
(L.R  ami  S.C.),  King’s  Cross  (Met),  Gospel  Oak,  Ac. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

London,  June,  1893.  WM.  BIRT,  General  Manager. 


**  Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels,  special  ^erenoe  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel.**— Charles  Dlcksns. 


THf:  HOTSlLi. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  OODBTS, 
THEATRES,  THE  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  <Sc. 


fBEADQUARTSRa  OF  TEB  FLYFIBEBRS  CLUBJ 


VICTORIA  EIBARKIENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 


One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis, 


BED.  BBEAEFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOB  Ss. 


rmiB:  AKS  R’ s 

Pure  Silk  Twisted  &  Plaited  Lines. 


Plaited  Roach 
Barbel 
Pike  .. 
Salmon  . 


Is.  8d.) 
4s.  lOd.) 


Send  directed  envelope  for  Sample.s. 

Best  Nottingham  Loh-worms,  3s.  per  1000. 
Wholesale  dealer  in  Marsh-worms,  small  Beds, 
Minnows,  and  Cadbaits. 

THEAKEB,  10,  Canal-st ,  Nottingham- 


“HULL  TIOIES” 

^50  OPEN  ANGLING  COMPETITION 

ON  THE  ANCHOLME  at  BRIGG, 

'  July  24th. 

Solid  Championship  Gold  Medal  to 
Winner. 

Pull  particulars,  W.  H.  Butterfield, 
Times  Office,  Hull. 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS!  >>  inilAnlliaJI  >1  flAIT  ROACH,  DACE, 

ANGLERS!  Al  II  I A  K II  I M  KAI  I  CARP,  AND  OTHER 

TRY  THE  MR^UttniUllI  Uni  I  BOTTOM  FISH. 

Mr.  Thomas  Kimberley,  well  known  in  Birmingham  and  the  Midlands  as  an  expert  angler  of 
over  thirty  years'  experience,  says: — “  I  have  much  pleasure  in  letting  you  know  that  I  have  succeeded 
in  winning  First  Prize  in  the  West  Birmingham  Fishing  Club,  and  the  Special  Prize  offered  for  the 
largest  Roach  taken  in  the  same  contest.  These  fish  were  caught  with  your  “  A.qua.plum.  ” 
in  Harborne  Reservoir.  I  have  also  won  First  Prize  in  the  BrotherK-Well-Met  Annual 
Contest,  Ashed  at  Fernhill  Heath,  near  Worcester — also  with  the  “Aquarium”  Bait — together  with 
many  other  prizes.”  Prices,  Id.,  2d..  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  , Sample  Sixpmny  Tin  post 

free  for  eight  stamps.  tVholesale  List  and  Samples  sent  to  any  Fishing  Tackle  Vendor  on  request. 

Sole  Proprietor:  WALTER  SCOTT,  156,  Warstone  Lane,  BIRMINGHAM. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

(Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Fishing 
Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers), 

PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM 

ILATE  28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET4. 

OEIGINAL  MAKEES  OP  THE 


MULTOM-U  PARyO '  FIT  RODS. 

Price  21s.  each. 

Fitted  with  Leather,  Cork,  or  Wood  Handles. 

In  all  Sizes,  8  to  12  Feet. 


MAKEES  OF  EVEEY  DESCEIFTION  OF 

SALMON,  GEILSE,  &  TROUT  RODS, 

lu  Greenlieart,  Blue  Malioe,  and  Built  Cane. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  Tied  to  Order,  Despatched 
Same  Day  as  Order  Received. 

iw  Our  only  Address  is  PITTVILIE,  CHELTENHAM.tw 

PLEASE  NOTE. 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

JAMES  OGDEN’S  CELEBRATED  MULTUM-IN-PARVO 

FLY  RODS,  £1  Is. 

Every  descriptien  ef  Salmon  and  Treat  Flies  Dressed  en  the  Premises,  and  despatched  per  retnrn  ef  post. 

IT.B.— No  Connection  with  any  other  Persons  assuming  the 

same  Name. 
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tho  chair  and  vice-chair  brought  a  most  enjoyable  even¬ 
ing  to  a  close. — E.  Sutchali..  sec. 

Wellingiion  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — On  Wednesday  last  our 
members  filled  the  club-room,  and  I  trust  the  good 
attendance  will  continue.  Messrs.  Westoby,  Harrap, 
and  Bishop  were  elected  working  members,  and  another 
gentleman,  Mr.  Wm.  Kirk,  was  proposed,  and  will  be 
ballotted  for  in  the  usual  way.  Mr.  Haines  having 
enamelled  the  trays,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  him. 
The  report  of  the  committee  as  to  club  prizes  was 
received  and  passed.  The  monthly  list  is  also  well  filled, 
several  amounts  being  added  on  Wednesday.  Notice  of  a 
general  meeting  onthe.28thIinst.,  to  alter  the  rule  respect¬ 
ing  subscriptions,  has  been  given  by  Mr.  C.  Groom,  when 
all  members  are  particularly  requested  to  be  present.  I 
wish  also  to  eall  attention  to  the  membership  in  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  and  to  urge  all  to  join  this 
year.— C.  Wteb,  sec. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothw’orkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — Our  annual  supper 
will  take  place  on  June  21,  when  I  hope  all  members 
will  be  present.  Donors  of  prizes  will  kindly  forward 
them  as  soon  as  possible. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  Grove,  Stratford.— 1  hope  our  members  will 
muster  well  in  the  match  at  Burnt  Mill  on  Sunday,  the 
18th.  All  go  down  on  Saturday  night  ;  the  last  train 
leaves  Stratford  at  8.29  p.m.  I  also  wish  to  remind 
members  that  it  is  our  quarterly  night  on  Wednesday 
next,  June  21.  We  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance  on 
that  night. ^ — R.  Lowthek,  sec. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Prancis-street,  Westminster. — We  had  a  good  attend¬ 
ance  at  our  usual  meeting  last  Tuesday  evening,  Mr. 
Wheeler  occupying  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Westlake. 
Three  more  new  members  were  elected,  Messrs. 
Moseley,  McCormack,  and  Wragg  ;  honorary  member, 
Mr.  Atchison  will  give  five  dozen  hooks  for  the  largest 
barbel  weighed  in  on  the  18fch.  Our  prizes  now  number 
twenty,  total  ^£20.  Members  who  have  not  received 
their  privilege  ticket  should  apply  to  the  secretary. 
Next  Tuesday  will  be  quarterly  night,  and  a  general 
meeting  is  called  to  arrange  a  match.  The  latter  part 
of  the  evening  as  usual  was  spent  in  harmony,  and  the 
following  members  contributed  :  Messrs.  Bean,  Mandry, 
Wheeler,  Boser,  Dewin,  Pope,  Mr.  Roser  officiating  at 
the  piano. — Geo.  Barrett. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


The  T.A.P.S.,  some  years  ago,  placed  a  number  of 
very  large  carp  in  the  Thames,  some,  it  is  estimated, 
weighing. from  141b.  to  161b.  each.  I  have  in  my  pos¬ 
session  the  scales  of  a  carp  of  ICib.  caught  in  the  tidal 
water  last  season,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  they 
belonged  to  one  of  those  identical  fish. 

*** 

During  the  past  week  the  clubs  have  been  arranging 
for  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  matches  are  to  bo 
held  to-morrow  on  the  Arun,  Thames,  Stort,  &e. 

*#* 

■  I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ‘‘  The  Rise  and 
Progress  of  Thames  Preservation,”  which  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham  had  kindly  sent  me,  but  up  to  this  week 
space  had  not  permitted  of  my  alluding  to  this  interest¬ 
ing  little  work.  In  it  the  angling  history  of  the  Thames, 
as  far  as  it  concerns  anglers  of  the  present  day,  is  faith¬ 
fully  recorded — a  remarkable  history  indeed,  and  one 
which  club  anglers  would  do  well  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  witb.  It  was  a  fortunate  day  for  the  London 
angier  when  the  T.A  P.fcj.  came  into  existence,  now  some 
fifty-tour  or  fifty-five  years  ago,  because  the  river  was 
bt  ing  netted  w  holesale,and  in  six  years  the  society  secured 
eighty-four  convictions  and  destroyed  twenty-nine  nets. 
Such  figures  as  these  ought  to  open  tho  hearts  (and 
the  pockets)  of  all  anglers,  for  where  would  have  been 
the  fishing  if  the  poaching  and  netting  had  not  been 
taken  in  hand?  Interesting  details  are  given  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  re-stocking  of  the  river  with  grayling, 
trout,  and  many  tons  of  coarse  fish  ;  fish  culture  ;  and 
Mr.  Brougham  further  tells  us  of  the  struggle  there 
was  to  prevent  the  taking  of  undersized  fish.  Of  much 
interest  is  the  account  of  the  sinking  cf  punts  studded 
with  tenter  hooks  and  tho  driving  of  stakes  into  the  bed 
of  the  river  to  prevent  poaching,  and  no  doubt  these 
‘■silent  river  keepers,”  as  they  used  to  be  called, 
‘‘found  ”  many  a  net  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Many 
other  details  in  connection  with  the  T.A.P.S.  and  the 
Thames  are  recorded  ;  and,  considering  the  good  work 
which  the  society  has  ever  been  engaged  in,  it  is  strange 
to  find  one  of  the  headlines  in  Mr.  Brougham’s  pamphlet 
entitled  “  Critical  Periods  of  the  Society.”  Such,  fiow- 
tver,  has  been  the  experience  of  tho  T.A.P.S.  on  more 
than  one  occasion ;  indeed,  it  came  down  to  so  low  an 
ebb  once  that  its  existence  was  in  the  greatest  peril, 
h’ortunately  it  survived,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  to¬ 
day  it  was  never  in  a  more  flourishing  condition.  It  has 
been  the  Alma  mater  ot  the  Tuames  anglers. 

*** 

Last  Saturday  afternoon  a  deluge  of  rain,  bslieved  to 
be  due  to  tho  bursting  of  a  waterspout,  descended  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Gwyi  fynjdd  and  Cwmhesian,  and 
a  huge  torrent  of  water  was  soon  rolling  down  the  bed 
of  the  Mawddach,  carrying  stones  and  other  diSbris  with 
it.  Tho  water,  which  was  from  3ft.  to  4ft.  deep,  struck 
tho  bridge  near  the  Morgan  Gold  Mine,  leaped  over  the 
buttress  into  the  roadway,  and  finally  thundered  over 
the  Fail,  a  height  of  85ft.,  into  the  salmon  pool  below. 
The  water  at  the  latter  spot  is  said  to  have  risen  six 
feet  in  as  many  minutes.  We  want  a  fiood  up  the 


Thames  badly  enough,  but  at  the  same  time  we  can 
certainly  dispense  with  the  extraordinary  phenomena 
that  visited  the  Welsh  river  on  Saturday  last. 

*#* 

It  is  said  that  there  is  a  certain  angler  at  Denver 
Sluice  who,  if  given  time  enough  to  bait  up,  will  back 
himself  to  take  several  stone  of  bream  any  day  in  the 
summer  months  !  «  » 

* 

Mr.  a.  Jardine  has  promised  to  read  a  paper  at  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society  at  some  future  date. 

They  cut  river  weeds  on  a  large  scale  in  Suffolk. 
The  other  day  three  labourers  went  home  on  a  small 
“island”  of  floating  weeds,  which  was  passing  down 
stream. 

*#* 

The  New  Albion  Piscatorials  are  about  to  issue  a 
monthly  club-card,  giving  particulars  of  coming 
meetings,  outings,  readings,  &c. 

%* 

From  Shepperton-on-Thames  George  Rosewell  writes 
me  to  the  effect  that  he  has  had  two  more  trout,  one 
with  Mr.  Clapp,  weighing  2|lb.,  and  another  with  Mr. 
Ralph  Smith,  which  scaled  5|lb. 

Mr.  a.  Conn  writes  to  point  out  that  the  date  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers’  “  visit  ”  on  the  Anglers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  list  was  postponed  from  Tuesday  the  13th  to 
Tuesday  the  20th  inst.,  on  account  of  the  Pixey 
Brothers’  dinner  on  the  former  day,  to  which  several  of 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers  were  invited. 

»** 

The  perch  pond  at  Wanstead  Park  has  been  the  scene 
of  a  sad  fatality  this  week.  A  number  of  ladies  were 
rowing  there  when  one  of  them,  a  Mrs.  Greenly,  while 
leaning  too  far  over  the  side  of  the  boat,  lost  her  balance, 
and,  falling  into  the  lake,  was  drowned. 

Goosequill. 


MEETING  OF  FISHERY  CONSERVATORS  AT 
BOWNESS,  WINDERMERE. 

A  meeting  of  the  Conservators  of  the  Kent,  Bela, 
Winster,  Leven,  and  Duddon  fishery  district,  was  held 
at  the  Old  England  hotel,  at  Bowness,  last  week.  Mr. 
F.  M.  T.  Jones  occupied  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
John  Fell,  the  president  of  the  board,  who  had  been 
called  to  London  as  their  representative  at  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Committee.  With  regard  to  the  contributions 
for  destroying  pike  in  Windermere,  £5  had  been  sent  to 
Mr.  Poole  on  condition  that  the  Lake  District  Angling 
Association  contributed  another  £o. 

Mr.  Hart  Jackson,  clerk  to  the  Conservators,  con¬ 
sidered  the  board  had  got  value  for  their  money  in  the 
favourable  results,  which  would  be  reported  at  a  subse¬ 
quent  meeting.  The  pollution  of  the  Kent  was  the  next 
subject  introduced,  but  nothing  definite  was  arrived  at. 
Mr.  Pollitt  recommended  pacific  measures,  but  it 
seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  majority  present  that 
the  Bowston  Mill  and  not  the  Burnside  Mill  had  caused 
the  poisoning  of  the  fish  on  May  14.  Mr.  Stephen 
Brunskill  de.scribed  the  river  as  being  inafilthy  state,  and 
not  only  was  its  condition  injurious  to  fish  but  also  to  cattle. 
No  fish  could  live  in  the  Kent  as  it  is  now,  and  he  was 
determined  that  this  should  he  remedied.  Forty  cattle 
and  seventy  sheep  which  were  grazing  by  the  river  had 
no  water.  Twenty-six  y’ars  ago,  when  he  qualified  as  a 
conservator,  the  river  was  perfectly  clear  and  well 
stocked  with  fish.  The  Rivers  Pollution  Committee  of 
the  ounty  Council  had  also  taken  the  matter  up,  and 
certain  works  were  in  course  of  construction.  The 
clerk  pointed  out  that  the  Board  could  only  take  action 
under  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act  in  cases  of  fish  poison¬ 
ing  ;  charges  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act  they  had 
no  power  to  deal  with,  but  they  would  have  to  be  taken 
up  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Chairman  thought,  even  if  no  resolution  was  come 
to  that  day,  the  discussion  would  have  done  good. 

The  Bye-laws  for  the  Windermere  Fisheries  was  the 
next  subject  discussed. 

Mr.  J.  Poole  asked  the  board  to  consider  the  desira¬ 
bility  of  making  bye-laws  permitting  the  use  of  the  lath 
with  small  metal  or  other  baits  for  chai-,  instead  of  the 
plnrab-line  ;  also  recommending  that  a  different  standard 
of  size  of  fish  be  established — a  nine-inch  limit  for  the 
lake,  and  a  seven-inch  limit  for  the  streams.  Mr.  Poole 
said  that  6231b.  of  pike  had  been  taken  from  the  lake  as  a 
result  of  the  board’s  expenditure.  Mr.  Pollit  considered 
the  lath  a  most  destructive  engine — tenfold  more  so  than 
the  plumb-line.  With  regard  to  nets  on  Windermere, 
the  clerk  stated,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the  chair¬ 
man,  that  he  had  taken  leases  to  the  board  of  all  except 
Mr.  Curwen’s  two  fisheries,  which  were  now  practically 
in  the  hands  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association. 


At  the  Hampton  Wick  Board  la-.t  week  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Thames  Conservators,  complaining  that 
the  watercourse  which  passed  through  the  gas  com¬ 
pany’s  works  was  mpregnated  with  gas,  strong  enough 
to  kill  the  fish  in  the  stream,  and  asked  that  steps 
should  at  once  be  taken  to  prevent  further  pollution. 
It  appears  that  there  was  some  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  the  pollution  was  jiuj  el  from  sewer  or  other 
gas.  One  ot  the  members  said  tuat  all  connection  with 
the  stream  had  been  out  off  long  ago.  The  surveyor 
was  not  aware  that  the  board  had  polluted  the  stream, 
and  he  had  out  off  all  the  board’s  drains.  It  was 
decided  to  inform  the  conservators  of  what  had  been 
done. 


NATIONAL  ANGLING  CLUBS’  COMPETITION  ON 
LOCH  LEVEN. 

The  fourteenth  annual  competition  of  the  National 
Angling  Cluhs  took  place  on  Loch  Leven  on  W  ednesday. 
This  event  is  now  looked  upon  as  the  second  in  import- 
ance  which  takes  place  on  the  loch  during^  the  course  of 
the  season,  and  naturally  excites  considerable  interest 
amongst  the  wielders  of  the  rod  throughoutthe  country, 
as  it  includes  amongst  the  competitors  some  of  the 
finest  loch  fishers  in  the  country.  Most  of  the  com¬ 
petitors  met  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  the  previous 
evening,  where  the  annual  business  meeting  of  the 
association  was  held.  Mr.  A.  Blair,  Glasgow,  the 
president,  occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  D.  B.  Macgregor, 
the  secretary  and  treasurer,  submitted  a  statement  of 
the  funds  of  the  association,  which  showed  a  satis¬ 
factory  balance  in  hand.  The  only  business  transacted 
was  a  modification  of  one  of  the  rules  permitting  the 
competitors,  if  agreeable,  to  turn  the  boat,  instead  of 
changing  places  from  bow  to  stern  every  hour.  It  was 
also  agreed  in  future  that  competitors  remit  the  neces¬ 
sary  sum  to  the  secretary  and  treasurer  for  tho  hire  of 
the  boat  along  with  his  entry  money  and  for  the  boat¬ 
men’s  lunch,  instead  of  having,  as  hitherto,  to  pay  the 
boat  hire  to  the  manager,  and  also  to  personally  arrange 
for  the  boatmen’s  lunch,  Office  bearers  were  afterwards 
appointed  as  under: — President,  Mr.  J.  T.  Smith,  of 
Duloch  ;  vice-president,  Bev.  Mr,  Roberts,  Manchester  ; 
Mr.  I).  B.  Macgregor,  Glasgow,  was  re-elected  secretary 
and  treasurer.  The  following  committee  was  also 
appointed:  Mr.  J.  Young  (Glasgow),  Mr.  E.  F^eman 
(London),  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  (Dundee),  and  Mr.  J.  Gordon 
Mason  (Edinburgh). 

When  the  competitors  retired  to  rest,  the  sky  was 
overcast,  and  the  indications  of  rain  very  promising. 
These  expectations  were  not  realised,  however,  anl 
Wednesday  proved  tho  record  day  of  the  month  for 
warmth.  A  blazing  sun  shone  down  upon  the  com¬ 
petitors  all  day,  as  they  thrashed  the  waters  from  tlieir 
boats,  which  lay  motionless,  owing  to  an  absence  ol 
wind.  After  fishing  from  9  a.m.  toG  p.m.  the  forty-four 
competitors,  who  represented  thirty-eight  clubs,  returned 
to  the  pier  with  very  light  creels.  The  total  capture  of 
thirty-six  representatives  who  weighed  their  |tish  was 
only  142  trout,  103ib.  Prizetakers  : 

^  Trout,  lb.  cz. 


1.  (15)  Mr.  H.  Harden,  Piscatorial  Soc., 

London .  6  ...  6  2i 

2.  (10)  Mr.  A.  Paterson,  St.  Mungo  Club  G  ...  o  Id 

3.  (G)  Mr.  J.  McDonald,  Clackmannan- 

shire  F.  C .  ^  ^ 

4.  (4)  Mr.  G.  Pople,  Perthshire  F.  C....  8  ...  5  2.^ 

5.  ( 3 )  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  Kelso  A.  A.  ..  5  ...  4  14 

G.  (2  )  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  Fifeshire  A.  C.  G  ...  4  lOi- 

Special  prize  for  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  ^ 

D.  B.  Macgregor,  secretary .  1  ...  1  15 


The  first  prizetaker  captured  his  fish  with  Red  and 
Teal,  Black  and  Blae,  and  Green  Woodcock  flies,  near 
the  Green  Isle.  The  first  prize  was  also  got  by  a  com¬ 
petitor  in  the  Rowbank  Club,  who  fished  over  the  same 
ground  the  previous  day.  Under-noted  are  the  details  of 


the  competition  : 


Club. 

Competitor. 

Trt. 

lb. 

oz. 

Committee,  St.  Mungo  A.C.  ... 

Archd.  Blair  . 

O 

0 

14 

Loch  Levon  A.A . 

James  T.  Smith . 

1 

0 

1.31 

Junior  Flv-fl.sbers,  London  ... 

J.  B.  Close  . 

2 

3 

Committee,  EdhiLurgh  A.C.  ... 

Thos.  Aitkcn  . 

— 

— 

— 

„  Glasgow  Wandrs.  A.C. 

N.  Cameron  . 

2 

1 

0 

,,  West  of  Scotland  A.C. 

1).  B.  Macgregor  ... 

5 

3 

2 

Boiliweli  and  Blantyre  A.C.  ... 

G.  W.  McGreath  ... 

9 

4 

4.1 

Bridge  uf  AiUn  F.C . 

James  Dunlop  . 

2 

1 

13 

BueUUnd  A.C.,  Glasgow  . 

J.  B.  Brown' . 

d 

12 

3 

13 

Clackmannanshire  F.C . 

John  McDonald . 

G 

5 

•5i 

Coatbridge  A.C . 

John  11.  Taylor . 

a 

1 

Dundee  A.C . 

James  B.  Mills  . 

— 

— 

— 

Cummittee.  Dundee  A.C . 

J.  Mathewson . 

— 

— 

— 

Dundee  West  Liid  A.C . 

James  Morton  . 

— 

— 

— 

0 

2 

8 

Edinburgh  Amateur  A.C . 

Lewis  L.  Spence  ... 

5 

3 

14 

4 

12 

Edinburgh  Bivadalbane  A.C. 

Charles  Stewart . 

't 

7 

3 

2 

11 

JUlem  Fisbing  C.,  Duns  . 

J.  Gordon  Mason  ... 

2 

12 

4 

3 

2 

Esk  Midlothiau  A.l.A . 

J.  S.  St.  Ulair . 

4 

3 

I'-i 

Fifeshire  A.C . 

B.  F.  Wilson  . 

(! 

4 

ih.j 

Glasgow  Wanderers  A.C . 

Dun.  Cameron  . 

4 

3 

_ 

John  Thomson  . 

5 

4 

u 

R.  B.  Smith . 

«> 

1 

n 

Loch  Leven  .Vngling  Assoc. ... 

W.  B.  Consluble  ... 

_ 

— 

Manchester  Anglers'  Assoc.  ... 

Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts... 

2 

1 

5 

Newark  Piscatorial  Assoc.  ... 

David  Slater  . 

3 

2 

U 

Robert  Dandie  . 

4 

3 

*♦ 

George  I’ople . 

s 

5 

n 

Piscatorial  Society,  London  ... 

11.  Harden  . 

<; 

V, 

James  Gordon  . 

4 

3 

9 

Wm.  MuMillan  . 

.3 

1 

14 

3 

1.3 

Si.  Mungo  .\.C . 

Andrew  Paterson  ... 

C 

5 

3 

2 

4 

Trout  Preservation  As.,  Glas. 

James  Young . 

— 

— 

TTddingston  Wallonian  Club  .. 

Duucan  Fislicr  . 

3 

2 

12 

Waveiley  A.C.,  Edinburgh  ... 

J.  G.  Laird  . 

2 

1 

G 

Western  A.C . 

Henry  W.  Allen  ... 

4 

1 

8 

West  of  Scotland  A.C . 

James  Bowie  . 

— 

— 

— 

At  Aldershot,  on  the  8th  inst.,  the  surveyor  reported 
that  the  cleansing  of  the  Blackwater  was  being  carried 
out  satisfactorily,  and  that  the  men  engaged  on  the 
work  had  caught  throe  or  four  fish,  some  being  Gin. 
long,  and,  therefore,  he  thought  the  portion  of  the 
stream  running  through  their  district  was  not  so  bad  as 
has  been  reported. 


June  17,  1893] 
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ff^conncial  Botee 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  inquiry  respecting  the  River  Avon  coming  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  was  held  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  Birmingham  Association  on 
Thursday,  the  8th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Stallard,  the  clerk 
to  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  attended  and  took  down 
all  the  evidence  in  writing  so  that  it  could  be  placed 
before  the  Board  of  Trade.  Near  upon  thirty  of  the 
oldest  anglers  in  Birmingham  attended  to  give  evidence, 
which  was  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  went  to  show 
that  the  Avon  was  one  of  the  most  ill-used  rivers  in 
the  kingdom,  netting  being  practised  all  the  year 
round,  irrespective  of  the  close  season ;  the  millers 
drawing  the  water  off  two  or  three  times  a  week  all  the 
year  round  in  order  to  capture  the  fish  getting  into  the 
fixed  traps  at  the  floodgates.  One  gentleman  related 
the  case  of  a  miller  who  had  a  couple  of  nets  that  would 
reach  across  the  river,  and  who  used  to  net  the  water  two 
or  three  times  a  week,  and  boil  the  fish  down  for  his  pigs. 
A  large  number  of  cast  nets  wore  employed  by^  certain 
persons  diving  adjacent  to  the  river.  Pollution  was 
another  great  evil  which  interfered  with  the  increase  of 
fish  life  in  the  river,  and  some  of  the  tributaries  are 
now  no  better  than  common  sowers. 

A  special  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers  Benevolent  committee  was  held  on  the  8th  inst., 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  report  from  the  depu¬ 
tation  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  G.VV.E.  Co.,  to  make 
the  arrangements  for  the  forthcoming  excursion  on  the 
15th  July. 

The  River  Avon,  in  the  Defford  and  Eckington  dis¬ 
trict,  is  now  closed  to  the  public.  The  land  adjacent  to 
the  river  in  this  neighbourhood  was  formerly  rented  by 
a  gentleman  known  as  Squire  Flood,  who  never  objected 
to  anyone  fishing  the  river  from  his  land,  but  the  land 
has  now  passed  into  other  hands.  Anglers  must  now 
obtain  permission  to  fish. 

The  fish  in  the  Midlands  have  got  over  their  spawning 
quite  a  month  earlier  than  usual ;  this  is  no  doubt  due  to 
the  grand  weather  we  have  had  this  last  three  months. 
Ijam  informed  that  the  roach  in  the  Avon  and  its  tribu¬ 
taries  are  in  splendid  condition.  The  white  paste  is  the 
best  killing  bait,  as  the  fish  are  not  yet  on  the  wheat  or 
malt.  Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  at  Wixford. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

P  Not  for  a  good  many  years  has  the  season  for  coarse 
fish  on  the  Trent,  which  begins  on  the  16th,  given 
promise  of  opening  under  such  favourable  conditions 
and  with  such  fair  prospects.  We  seem  likely  to  have  a 
revival  of  the  good  old  times  so  far  as  barbel  are  con¬ 
cerned.  The  opening  month  is  as  often  as  not  the  beat 
period  for  barbel  fishing,  and  as  the  conditions  are  at 
present  favourable,  everything  warrants  one  in  ex¬ 
pecting  that  plenty  of  sport  will  be  obtained.  Chub  are 
in  a  very  forward  condition.  Worm  and  caddis  bait 
will  probably  be  the  favourite  lures  for  the  opening 
portion  of  the  season,  though  I  expect  the  few  local 
anglers  who  use  fly  for  chub  to  beat  the  bottom  fishers. 
Why  Trent  anglers,  as  a  class,  should  avoid  the  fly  it  is 
not  easy  to  see,  unless  they  cannot  throw  a  fly,  or  are 
afraid  to  try.  Dace,  roach,  &c.,  will  all  be  in  good  con¬ 
dition  on  the  opening  day,  but,  so  far  as  roach  are 
concerned,  there  is  yet  plenty  of  time,  September  being 
as  good  a  month  as  any  on  the  Trent  for  roach. 

Salmon  fishing  is  at  a  complete  standstill,  and  the 
season  so  far  has  been  a  failure. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening),  the  con¬ 
ditions  for  angling  in  the  Fen  rivers  and  drains,  which 
commenced  yesterday  (Friday)  were  not  quite  so  favour¬ 
able  as  could  have  been  wished.  All  the  waters  are 
very  low  and  clear,  consequent  upon  the  excessive  dry 
weather  lately  experienced  ;  and  if  the  bright  sunshine 
continues,  I  fear  anglers  will  not  meet  with  much 
success  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Local  fishermen,  how¬ 
ever,  contemplate  good  sport  amongst  eels,  which  are 
generally  fished  for  early  and  late  ;  and  as  the  rivers 
are  practically  full  of  these  fish,  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  their  expectations  will  be  realised.  Next 
week  I  hope  to  give  some  results  of  the  sport  obtained 
on  the  Forty-foot  and  its  tributaries.  _  One  of  the  best 
spots  on  this  river  I  know  of  for  immediate  roach  fishing 
is  at  Donington  Bridge,  where  anglers  can  operate  from 
the  barge  ends.  Here  the  weeds  are  leas  prevalent,  and 
there  are  better  facilites  for  ground-baiting.  Although 
the  weeds  will  prove  a  nuisance  for  some  time  to  come, 
tbe  general  prospects  are  good,  but  a  good  soaking  rain 
is  needed  to  improve  the  chances  of  the  angler.  All 
along  the  Witham  active  preparations  ara  being  made 
for  a  commencement  of  sport. 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

A  few  good  trout  have  this  week  been  obtained  from 
the  Itchen,  weights  generally  ranging  from  11b.  to  2jlb. 
I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  salmon  being  killed  in  the 
waters  of  the  Test  for  the  last  fortnight.  Have  just 
obtained  the  following  list  of  catches  of  trout  from  the 
Lambourne,  near  Newbuty,  during  the  last  week  the 
fly  was  on  ;  Mr.  A.  Baxter,  six  brace  ;  Sir  H.  Hewitt, 
2ilb. ;  Mr.  G.  Baxter,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  M.  Mitford,  IJlb. ; 


Messrs.  Standing,  Hurley,  Burl,  and  Major  Cunliffe,  one 
brace  each  ;  while  Messrs.  H.  L.  Smith,  Colonel  Towns¬ 
end,  and  Rev.  M.  Ramsay  have  had  single  fish.  All 
were  good  fish,  and  most  of  them  provided  capital 
sport.  Some  good  perch  fishing  is  to  be  had  at 
Bournemouth,  and  I  believe  this  is  the  only  coarse 
fishing  of  any  account  in  the  county  of  Hants.  At 
Reading  there  is  a  lack  of  colour  on  the  water,  but 
there  are  thousands  of  fine  fish,  and  the  spawning 
season  has  been  good.  The  trout  anglers  are  still  busy, 
but  are  much  tried  by  the  boating  traffic. — J.  E.  W. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT.  , 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Anglers  are  still  much  hampered  in  their  operations, 
both  as  to  time  and  the  places  in  which  to  expect  a 
modicum  of  success.  Mill  dams  and  the  deeper  pools  of 
rivers  are  now  most  affected  by  the  craft ;  and  night,  as 
a  rule,  is  the  only  time  when  it  is  worth  throwing  a  line. 
From  South  Westmorland  numbers  of  fish  are  being 
taken  from  Bowston  Dam,  on  the  Kent,  and  higher  up 
the  same  stream.  On  the  Upper  Eden,  fly-fishers  are 
having  from  half-a-dozen  to  a  dozen  in  a  night’s  angling. 
The  question  of  extending  the  time  for  perch  fishing  was 
discussed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lake  District  Fishery 
Board.  Major  Braithwaite-Wilson  suggested  that  fish¬ 
ing  for  perch,  which  nominally  opened  on  June  10, 
should  commence  on  the  Ist  of  that  month.  Visitors 
regularly  fished  during  the  close  time,  and  the  Board 
winked  at  it ;  therefore  he  thought  it  would  be  well  if 
such  fishing  were  made  legal.  Mr.  Watson  said  there 
was  an  impression  that,  in  a  salmon  and  trout-fishery 
district,  coarse  fish  were  subject  to  no  close  time.  He 
had  understood  Mr.  Fell,  chairman  of  the  Board,  on  one 
occasion  to  say  that  at  no  time  was  it  illegal  to  fish  for 
perch,  only  “  they  could  not  be  exposed  for  sale.”  The 
clerk  read  the  bye-law,  which  only  exempted  pike  from 
the  operation  of  a  close  time.  He  remembered  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  ago,  when  the  matter  was  discussed,  there 
was  then  a  serious  falling  off  of  perch  in  the  lake  -,  it 
was  doubtful  whether  the  stock  would  survive,  and, 
therefore,  it  was  considered  best  to  allow  a  close  time. 
Among  other  matters  discussed  were  the  transference  of 
early  salmon  to  late  streams  ;  pollution  in  the  district 
and  the  means  being  adopted  to  prevent  a  recurrence  ; 
and  the  destruction  of  pike  in  Lake  Windermere,  it 
being  reported  that  6231b.  of  pike  had  been  taken  from 
the  lake,  as  the  result  of  the  Board’s  expenditure  to 
that  end.  _____ 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  l^ditor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  delegates  met  on  the  8th  for  the  despatch  of 
special  business  at  the  Merry  Anglers,  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh, 
the  president,  in  the  chair.  The  most  important  item 
for  consideration  was  the  proposed  monster  social 
gathering,  which  is  fixed  for  Saturday,  July  29,  the 
place  selected  being  the  waters  of  the  Whaley  Bridge 
Fishery.  Many  prizes  have  been  promised.  The  Long- 
sight  Angling  Society  are  due  at  Boynton  Pool  to  decide 
a  fixture  on  the  21th,  and  intend  being  represented  in 
the  All-England  contest  to  be  decided  at  Brigg  on  July 
24.  The  first  contest  arranged  by  the  Levenshulme 
local  society  takes  place  at  Whaley  Bridge,  on  the  17th. 
The  Palatine  Angling  Society  is  now  located  at  the 
Church  Inn,  Longsight,  and  their  first  contest  is  fixed 
for  the  17th,  at  Poynton  Pool. 

Reports  are  to  hand  of  disease  amongst  fish  in  many 
waters  that  are  reduced  to  an  exceptionally  low  level. 

The  St.  Helen’s  Angling  As.«ociation  have  decided  to 
follow  up  the  generous  support  given  to  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery  by  fishing  one  of  their  contests  in  these 
waters  on  July  1.  To-day  the  Stalybridge  anglers  open 
their  newly-acquired  canal  with  a  match  tor  prizes 
given  by  patrons  of  the  local  association.  Next  Satur¬ 
day  the  Howebridge  anglers  are  noted  for  a  match  at 
CllGStsI* 

The  Rivers  Pollution  Committee  have  just  hell  a 
meeting  and  dealt  with  many  cases. 


FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Very  great  interest  is  now  taken  in  the  preservation 
of  all  our  angling  streams.  On  the  River  Vyrnwy,  Mr. 
H.  C.  F.  Somerset  and  Mr.  'I'homas  Pryee  have  set  a 
very  good  example  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llanymy- 
nech,  by  introducing  into  the  river  some  thousands  of 
trout,  and  also  keeping  strict  watch  over  those  moat 
deadly  enemies  to  anglers,  night  poachers  with  nets. 

The  Severn  board  of  conservators  have  also  given 
their  water-bailiffs  strict  orders  to  summon  all  persons 
found  fishing  without  a  licence  or  otherwise  knowingly 
infringing  the  rules  and  regulations,  and  a  very  short 
time  ago  an  assistant  school  inspector  was  convicted  of 
fishing  without  a  licence,  and  also  taking  grayling  out 
of  season.  _ 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Local  anglers  are  now  going  out  in  fair  numbers  after 
roach  and  bream,  and  the  season  is  opening  well  on  the 
Yare,  some  very  good  sport  having  been  obtained  during 
the  week. 

On  Sunday,  two  rods  got  5^  stone  at  Reedham  Ferry 
in  about  six  hours.  Some  of  the  fish  were  over  41b. 
each,  and  two  other  rods  took  2J  atone  at  Buckenham  ; 
at  Cantley  and  Langley  some  good  bags  of  twenty  to 
thirty  roach  and  bream  were  also  taken. 

On  Monday,  “  Professor  ”  Day  had  a  score  roach  and 
bream  at  Buckenham,  and  on  Tuesday  at  Cantley  he 


had  another  good  catch,  while  on  the  same  day  another 
angler  had  forty  bream  at  Cantley  near  the  Devil’s 
House. 

Several  other  fair  baskets  have  been  made  all  along 
the  reaches  of  the  lower  half  of  the  river,  and  I  hope 
the  good  sport  obtained  will  give  a  spurt  to  angling,  and 
ensure  a  good  opening  for  the  season. 

On  the  Bure,  not  so  much  has  been  done,  but  in  about 
a  week  good  sport  will  be  had  on  this  river. — A.  J . 
Rudd.  _ 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  coarse  fish  angling  season  opened  yesterday 
(Friday),  and  when  my  notes  were  written  two  days  pre¬ 
viously  prospects  were  looking  all  that  could  be  desired. 
The  river  was  extremely  low  and  clear,  and  the  fish  are 
known  to  be  more  forward  in  condition  than  for  years 
past.  Caddis  grubs  are  still  fairly  numerous,  and  barbel , 
chub,  and  roach  will  prefer  them  to  any  other  sort  of 
bait.  Preference  in  the  initial  stages  of  the  campaign 
should  be  paid  to  the  streams  and  likely  swims  generally. 
Deep  water  fishing  will  be  best  pursued  at  a  later  period 
of  the  summer.  Salmon  anglers  appear,  at  length,  to 
have  given  up  the  pursuit  of  the  sport  in  disgust.  A 
worse  spring  season  has  not  been  known  for  years. 

On  the  tributaries  a  few  lots  of  trout  have  been  got, 
notably  with  the  Yellow  Dun  and  Mayfly,  although  the 
fly  season  is  now  practically  at  an  end. 

On  Wednesday  night  the  bi-annual  dinner  of  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society  was  held 
at  the  Wellington  Hotel,  Station-street,  Nottingham. 
The  society  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  popular  in  the 
Midland  counties,  and  after  the  banquet  a  complimentary 
testimonial  was  presented  to  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  hon. 
sec.  I  shall  have,  however,  more  to  say  on  the  subject 
in  my  next.  _ _ _ 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editot  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers 
Association,  held  on  Wednesday  week,  the  first  busi¬ 
ness  brought  forward  was  the  agreement  between  the 
association  and  Mr.  Smith,  who  is  selling  the  associa¬ 
tion  a  stretch  of  water  at  Mizzen,  near  Retford.  This 
agreement  was  drawn  up  by  the  chairinan,  and  on  that 
account  was  rejected,  Mr.  Eagers  holding  that  it  would 
be  better  to  have  one  drawn  up  by  a  solicitor.  The  next 
item  of  business  related  to  taking  undersized  fish.  Mr. 
Eagers  moved  that  the  scale  of  a  contemporary  be 
adopted,  and  that  members  found  taking  fish  beneath 
the  sizes  contained  thereon  be  expelled  from  the  asso¬ 
ciation.  After  discussion  a  resolution  was  passed, 
leaving  the  question  to  the  individual  judgment  and 
honour  of  the  members. 

The  association  has  decided  to  have  another  open 
match.  It  is  to  take  place  at  Kirkstead  on  the  third 
Monday  in  September.  Those  members  who  object  to 
it  will  have  the  consolation  of  reflecting  that  the  money 
spent  on  the  match  is  their  own. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  members  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling 
Society  had  an  outing  to  Shrawardine  on  Thursday, 
June  8.  An  alfresco  luncheon  was  provided  by  Messrs. 
Jones  Brothers,  to  which  ample  justice  was  done.  The 
chief  feature  in  the  programme  was  the  dinner  at  the 
residence  of  Mr.  M.  C.  Sturgis,  of  Ford  House,  who 
spared  no  pains  to  ensure  the  thorough  enjoyment  of  his 
guests.  A  handsome  collection  of  preserved  freshwater 
fishes  adorned  the  room.  Speeches  and  harmony 
followed,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  repast,  Mr,  J, 
Williams  (hon.  sec.)  thanked  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sturgis  for 
their  generous  hospitality.  Mr.  Sturgis,  in  reply, 
expressed  a  hope  that  they  would  visit  him  again 
another  year.  He  proposed  “Success  to  the  Society,” 
a  toast  which  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Morris, 
who  spoke  with  satisfaction  of  the  probable  amalgama¬ 
tion  of  the  Shrewsbury  Society  with  the  Shropshire 
Severn  Angling  Association.  The  I'emainder  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  music  and  conviviality.  Messrs. 
W.  Jones,  K.  Jones,  A.  Morris,  W.  Brown,  and  others 
contributing  some  capital  songs,  and  Mr.  E.  Piper  a 
recitation.  To  Mr.  J.  Williams  must  be  accorded  un¬ 
bounded  praise  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  he 
had  carried  out  the  arrangements. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  water  in  both  Severn  and  Teme  is  extremely  low 
and  clear.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  very 
little  sport  obtained  ;  to  most  of  them  it  has  been  a  week 
of  disappointment,  many  coming  home  with  empty  creels. 
Prom  the  Severn  I  have  heard  of  but  one  trout  being 
taken,  Jj^lb.  in  weight,  and  that  taken  with  the  artificial 
minnow. 

The  Teme  has  yielded  better  sport.  A  few  brace  of 
trout  have  been  taken  with  fly  and  wasp  grub.  Red 
Spinner,  Sky  Blue,  and  Yellow  Dun  going  best.  Some 
good  takes  of  dace  with  Black  Gnat  and  with  the 
maggot  ;  and  some  large  chub  were  taken  with  the 
fly,  some  31b.  weight.  There  is  an  abundance  of  fish  in 
the  rivers,  and  when  we  get  some  rain  to  clear  the  river 

of  the  stale  water  sport  should  be  good.  .  ,, 

The  “  Worcester  Working  Men’s  Angling  Society 
had  a  special  meeting  on  Tuesday.  There  were  over 
sixty  members  present.  Money  for  prizes  rolled  in, 
and  members  are  increasing  rapidly,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  this  becoming  by  far  the  largest  club  in  the 
district.  The  president,  Mr.  E.  H.  Bowen,  was  in  the 
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chair,  and  arrangements  for  the  coming  season  were 
completed.  They  have  decided  to  have  competitions 
fortnightly  on  the  Saturday  afternoons,  and  nearly  all 
their  money  and  valuable  prizes  are  to  he  fished  for  at 
special  outings,  so  that  every  member  will  have  fair 
play  and  an  equal  chance  of  winning. 


FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN.— We  are  enjoying  most  favourable  weather 
now  all  throughout  the  south-eastern  districts,  and 
anglers  are  taking  every  opportunity  of  the  occasion. 
Eain  has  fallen  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  week, 
and  the  rivers  are  reported  in  nice  trim.  Those  in  the 
County  icklow  are  engaging  the  attention  of  numerous 
rods  on  the  trout  waters  :  whilst  rough  fishing  is  satis¬ 
factory  on  Lough  Dan.  Mr.  D.  Lonney,  jun.,  and  four 
of  the  Star  Angler’s  Club  visited  Glendalough  (Wick¬ 
low),  “  The  Glen  of  two  Lakes,”  on  Sunday,  and  their 
account  is  that  there  are  numbers  of  good  sturdy  fish 
there.  I  often  wonder  why  more  anglers  do  not  try  these 
lakes,  which  are  very  easy  of  access  by  car  from  Eath- 
drum  Station,  and  situated  as  they  are  amidst  the 
solemn  grandeur  for  which  they  are  so  famed. 

Trout-fishers  around  Dublin  have  been  lucky  this 
week,  and  sport  is  good  all  round. 

Accounts  from  the  western  salmon  rivers  report  a 
great  improvement  in  the  fishing,  and  the  arrival  of 
many  anglers  from  across  Channel.  The  Shannon  is,  I 
learn,  drawing  the  largest  share  of  patronage.  Sport  on 
the  Westmeath  Lakes  has  considerably  improved,  so 
has  the  attendance.  Boats  on  Loughs  Owel  and  Bel- 
videre  have  had  nice  business,  and  I  am  informed  the  flv 
is  plentiful. 

At  the  close  of  last  week  Mr.  Alan  Hornsby,  the  Eev. 
Wm.  S-  Green  and  Mr.  Cecil  Eoche,  Inspector  of  Irish 
Fisheries,  held  an  inquiry  at  the  Courthouse,  Skib- 
bereen,  as  to  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for  im¬ 
proving  the  fisheries  generally  in  the  Skibbereen  district. 
The  inquiry  was  at  the  instigation  of  the  Conservators, 
and  on  their  behalf  a  large  number  of  witnesses  were 
examined.  It  was  stated  that  it  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  fisheries  of  the  river  if  a  bye-law  were 
passed  prohibiting  net  fishing  between  the  Abbey 
Bridge  and  the  weir,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distance. 
It  appears  that  when  the  water  is  low  the  fish  are  un¬ 
able  to  cross  the  weir,  and  none  of  them  escape 
the  nets  between  the  above  named  points.  Capt.  Anthony 
Morgp,  J.P.,  recommended  the  prevention  of  netting  in 
certain  pools  within  the  distance  named,  and  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  sluices  at  the  Weir ;  he  also  mentioned 
that  the  fisheries  of  the  river  suffered  much  from  dyna¬ 
miting  and  poisoning  in  the  upper  waters.  Mr.  Eichard 
Beamish,  the  owner  of  the  fishery  on  which  it  was  pro¬ 
posed  to  place  the  bye-law,  strongly  opposed  this  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  Conservators.  He  contended  the  decline 
in  the  fisheries  was  due  to  excessive  netting  in  the 
lower  tidal  waters.  He  denied  that  the  netting  in  his 
part  of  the  river  was  injurious,  and  he  also  denied  that 
the  part  of  the  river  could  be  described  as  a  trap. 

Angling  on  the  Blackwater,  co.  Cork,  is  reported  to 
have  been  at  a  standstill  last  week  for  want  of  rain 
which  has,  however,  since  visited  the  district.  Gen! 
Gunter  killed  the  first  perch  of  the  season.  Admiral 
Sir  John  Baird,  Admiral  Drummond,  and  Messrs. 
Worthington,  of  Maple  Hayes,  Lichfield,  were  amongst 
those  on  the  river,  but  have  since  left. 

Later.— Since  writing  my  last  notes  we  have  not 
(contrary  to  all  expectation)  had  a  single  drop  of  rain, 
and  excessive  heat  and  brightness  prevails.  Many  rivers 
have  become  quite  parched,  and,  for  the  present,  fishing 
13  out  of  the  question  in  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wex¬ 
ford  districts.  I  have  heard  of  nothing  in  the  way  of 
sport  during  the  past  week  worth  recording. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Liffey  Fishery  of  the  Dublin  Cor¬ 
poration,  held  on  Monday  last,  Alderman  Pile  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Finance  and  Leases  Com¬ 
mittee,  recommending  the  letting  of  the  Liffey  Fisheries 
Island  Bridge,  to  Mr.  Eobert  Worthington.  As  the 
main  drainage  scheme  might  purify  the  river,  and  there¬ 
by  enhance  the  value  of  the  fishery,  they  had  decided  to 
give  Mr.  Worthington  a  lease  of  thirty-one  years,  at  A‘C0 
per  annum,  but  at  the  end  of  seven  years  it  would  be 
competent  to  either  party  to  the  covenant  to  alter  the 
lease.  On  the  profits  exceeding  JlOO,  they  should  receive 
two-thirda.  It  was  also  stated  that  they  had  received 
most  valuable  assistance  from  Sir  Thos.  Brady  on  the 
matter. 


KLEE\ .  On  Friday  last  it  rained  heavily  for  a  few 
hours,  and  on ,  Saturday  we  again  had  very  heavy 
showers.  The  white  trout  angling  is  improving,  and 
good  baskets  have  been  had  when  the  weather  was 
favourable.  Brown  trout  have  afforded  much  sport 
during  the  week. 

On  A\  aterville  river  trout  angling  has  been  good,  but 
no  salmon  have  been  got.  Salmon  are  very  numerous  in 
the  tidal  portion,  but  the  water  is  too  low  for  them  to 
push  up. 

On  Coppal  Lake  sport  has  been  pretty  good  among 
brown  trout,  but  only  a  few  white  trout  have  been  had. 

t  Brennan  had  three  dozen  brown  trout 
and  three  white  trout,  and  several  other  anglers  did 
nearly  as  well  since.  On  the  Inny,  sport  at  white  trout 
has  been  pretty  good.  No  salmon  have  yet  come  up, 
though  they  are  numerous  in  the  tidal  waters. 

From  South  Kerry  I  learn  that  angling  is  practically 
at  a  standstill  for  some  time,  and  that  the  recent  rain 
made  comparatively  little  or  no  difference  in  the  state 
of  the  waters  there. 

•^^'Klihg  visitors  from  England  are  beginning  to  arrive 
&t  all  the  aterville  hotels,  and  a  large  number  are 
expected  down  about  the  middle  of  the  month. 


Those  who  have  a  liking  for  sea-fishing  can  have  good 
sport,  aa  the  sea-angling  is  now  very  good  in  the  Water- 
ville  district,  and  indeed  all  round  the  Kerry  coast. 
Pollack  especially  are  yielding'  good  sport,  and  whiting 
also  are  being  got  in  large  numbers.  For  the  latter, 
mussel  bait  appears  to  be  the  best  lure. 

Trawling  has  been  rendered  rather  difficult,  owing  to 
want  of  sufficient  wind  on  most  days,  and  to  an  unfavour¬ 
able  and  strong  wind  on  other  days.  The  return  in  this 
kind  of  fishing  have  been  below  the  average  since  last 
notes,  but  at  time  of  writing  matters  are  improving,  as 
the  sea  has  got  calm  and  a  nice  breeze  is  blowing  steadily 
from  a  favourable  point. 

Later. — Since  last  notes,  angling  has  declined  con¬ 
siderably,  especially  on  the  rivers.  The  beat  has  been 
very  great  for  the  past  week,  and  many  of  the  smaller 
rivers  are  now  reduced  to  mere  rivulets,  and  fishing  on 
them  is  quite  out  of  the  question  until  a  heavy  fall  of 
rain  takes  place. 

At  Killarney,  the  brown  trout  angling  on  the  lakes  has 
been  somewhat  better,  and  a  few  salmon  and  peal  have 
been  taken. 

At  'Waterville,  the  white  trout  angling  on  the  lake  has 
not  been  quite  as  good  as  usual,  but  angling  was  ren¬ 
dered  impracticable  on  most  days  owing  to  calm  waters, 
great  heat,  and  bright  sunshine. 

The  mountain  lakes  of  Coppal,  Cummeravanig,  Dre- 
nane,  and  Uoomavoher,  have  all  yielded  fair  baskets  of 
brown  trout  in  the  evenings. 

White  and  brown  trout  angling  has  been  far  below 
the  average  on  Waterville  river,  which  is  now  running 
abnormally  low. 

In  South  Kerry,  angling  has  been  pretty  good  in  the 
brown  trout  lakes,  but  fishing  on  the  rivers  has  been 
suspended,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  resumed  for  some 
time. 

Angling  visitors  are  now  arriving  at  Waterville  for 
the  white  trout  fishing. 

The  sea  angling  has  been  good  in  the  evenings.  At 
Waterville,  pollack  anglers  have  had  from  six  to  a 
dozen  in  an  evening’s  fishing. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

S30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „  „  Putney.  \75  „  „  Eiohmond. 

45  „  „  Hammer-  Add -<80  „  „  Twicken- 

smith.  /  ham. 

50  „  ,,  Barnes.  ^35  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  or  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday 

Thursday, 

June  17  . 

18  . 

19  . 

„  20  . 

.  ,,  21  . 

99. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

.  8..39 

Friday, 

>1  . 

.  9.40 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Ziower  Thames, — General  Eemarks. — The  general 
body  of  anglers  will  now  be  in  full  occupation  of  the 
river,  and  the  monopoly  which  the  trout  fishers  have  had 
since  the  commencement  of  their  season  will  have 
terminated.  Although  a  considerable  number  of  trout 
have  been  taken,  the  character  and  condition  of  the  river 
have  been  very  much  against  the  anglers  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  sport,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  weirs  afford¬ 
ing  them  the  chance  of  getting  amongst  the  fish  there 
would  not  have  been  so  good  a  result.  There  is  another 
thing  much  to  be  regretted,  and  that  is  the  loss  of  so 
many  big  fish  in  getting  away  after  being  hooked,  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  instance  where  they  have  been 
lost  through  any  defective  tackle.  My  good  friend, 
Mr.  Dangerfield,  who  recently  lost  a  good  fish,  gives 
the  following  exf  linaticn :  “  I  got  a  splendid  trout,  quite 
lib.,  up  to  the  ring  of  the  net  when  the  hooks  came 
out  of  his  boney  mouth,  and  away  he  went.  If  any  one 
had  the  net  instead  of  myself  the  fish  would  have  been 
secured.  I  had  to  bring  the  fish  to  the  net,  any  one  else 
could  have  put  the  net  to  the  fish,  which  is  all  the 
difference.”  There  can  be  no  doubt  the  river  is  well 
supplied  with  trout,  and  amongst  the  numerous  letters  I 
have  had  this  season  on  the  subject,  I  give  the  follow¬ 
ing  quotation  from  one  of  the  fortunate  captors ;  “  What 
a  boon  it  is  to  have  so  near  the  metropolis  a  noble  river 
like  the  Thames,  containing  such  magnificent  trout. 
My  angling  friends  in  Scotland  can  scarcely  credit  that 
we  can  get  such  grand  sport  near  our  doors.”  It  is 
getting  time  now  for  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  to  repeat  the  dose  of  three  years  ago  when  some 
one  thousand  fine  yearling  trout  were  placed  into  the 
river,  half  of  them  being  the  liberal  gift  of  Mr.  E.  B. 
Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  even  if  only 


five  hundred  were  contributed.  It  would  be  nice  if  the 
trout  anglers  would  subscribe  to  a  fund  to  increase  the 
stock  of  those  fish — one  has  already  sent  me  a  guinea — 
and  I  feel  sure  the  committee  would  supplement  their 
contributions  with  something  more. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — By  the  time  this  note  is  in  print 
the  open  season  ou  the  Thames  for  1893-4  will  be  a  day 
old,  and  from  whit  I  have  lately  gleaned  by  visiting 
many  up  river  stations,  I  feel  assured  its  future  will  be 
a  successful  and  therefore  happy  one  to  the  thousands 
of  anglers  who  visit  the  grand  old  meandering  silver 
streak,  *'  a  thing  of  beauty,  a  joy  for  ever,”  which  lays 
embedded  in  the  emerald  setting  between  Cricklade  and 
Teddington.  I  have  just  returned  from  a  week’s  sojourn 
in  the  Abingdon  and  Sutton  Courtney  districts,  and  for 
an  angler’s  paradise,  commend  me  to  the  delicious 
lasher  and  mill  pools  of  the  latter  out  of  the  madding 
crowd  place  ;  and  didn’t  I  see  some  grand  chub,  roach, 
and  barbel,  undisturbed  there,  I  fancy,  by  any  but  the 
ken  of  Marlow  Buzz  1  I  incidentally  hear  that  in  the 
Marlow  district  Mr.  Brown  has  again  been  to  the  fore 
amid  the  big  trout,  but  as  yet  I  am  in  the  dark  as  to 
details.  The  weather  is  hot  and  thundery,  and  until 
rain  falls  in  the  Thames  valley,  the  river  will  remain 
stale,  bright,  and  uncanny  for  fishing. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey).— Mr.  F.  Wilkinson,  of  Barnes, 
fishing  in  this  neighbourhood,  has  taken  a  very  pretty 
trout  of  3J^lb. 

Thames  (Shepperton), — George  Eosewell  has  been 
out  two  days  amongst  the  trout.  The  first  day  with  Mr. 
James  Clapp,  of  the  Chiswick  Piscatorial  Society,  who 
caught  a  pretty  little  fish  of  2ilb. ;  it  was  17in.  long, 
and  not  a  bond  fide  Thames  trout ;  it  had  a  greenish 
back,  with  yellow  down  the  belly,  and  red  spots  down 
the  side ;  and  the  other  day,  with  Mr.  Ealph  Smith, 
who  caught  a  trout  of  5 Jib.  Eosewell  says:  ‘‘The 
prospects  for  the  opening  day  look  very  bad,  as  the 
water  is  in  a  nasty  sickly  state,  and  the  fish  very  dirty. 
I  picked  up  a  bream  smothered  in  vermin,  and  after 
cleansing  it,  put  it  back,  for  which  he  seemed  very 
grateful,  and  swam  away  all  right. 

Thames  (Weybridge).  —  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley 
writes  :  ‘‘  Trout  fishing  at  the  two  Shepperton  weirs  for 
the  last  few  weeks  has  been  a  complete  failure.  For  three 
weeks  or  more  I  have  not  seen  a  trout  in  either  weir, 
though  I  Lave  fished  both  nearly  every  evening  for  some 
hours.  I  have  landed  lots  of  chub,  but  nothing  very 
large.  These  fish  have  been  a  perfect  nuisance  of  late.” 

Thames  CWindsor  District).— The  Thames  coarse 
fishing  season  opened  here  under  adverse  circumstances 
on  the  15th  inst.,  there  being  a  low,  stagnated  water, 
and  should  the  drought  continue  much  longer,  fish  will 
suffer  considerably,  though  at  present  I  have  seen  very 
few  “fungus’d.”  Out  of  a  batch  of  considerably  over 
fifty  chub,  ranging  from  half  to  a  pound  weight,  I  could 
not  detect  a  diseased  one,  which  is  surprising  consider¬ 
ing  the  state  of  the  river  now.  Many  anglers  in  this 
district,  when  they  heard  the  thunder,  and  saw  the 
heavy  clouds  overhead  on  the  14th  inst.,  must  have 
pictured  to  themselves  fine  baskets  of  barbel,  roach, 
chub,  &c.,  but  the  thunder  soon  ceased,  the  clou  is 
roUed  by,  and  not  a  drop  of  rain  fell.  'Whilst  I  write 
the  sun  is  as  brilliant  as  possible,  and  rain  appears  as 
far  off  as  ever  it  did.  Mr.  Eoberts,  jun.,  of  Park- 
street,  Windsor,  had  bis  fourth  Thames  trout  this  sea¬ 
son  on  the  11th  inst.,  a  very  plump  little  fish  of  21b.  Goz. 
— B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Aucholme  District.— Weather  remains  magnifloen': 
for  the  commencement  of  coarse  fishing,  and  quite  a 
large  number  of  matches  are  arranged  to  take  place  on  the 
Ancholme.  Waters  are  generally  very  bright  and  low. 
On  the  trout  streams  little  is  doing,  but  many  flies  are 
out  which  are  sometimes  not  seen  until  July.  Satis¬ 
factory  sport  can  only  be  obtained  early  and  late,  and 
then  with  flies  dressed  on  small  hooks  and  light  tackle. 
The  Dotterel  Duns  continue  to  give  good  account  of 
themselves. — Thomas  Ford. 

Aran  (Pulborongli).— Water  in  splendid  ;  a  lot  of 
grey  mullet  caught  between  Arundel  and  Littlehampton 
during  the  week.  Eiver  swarms  with  young  fry.  I 
caught  on  eel  line  lamprey  weighing  21b.  13oz.— G.  H. 
Nutt. 

Coin  (Fair ford,  Gloncestershiire).— There  have 
been  but  few  anglers  here  on  the  public  waters  since  the 
May-fly,  which  lasted  till  the  10th  inst.  Clouds  of  Olive 
and  Yellow  Duns  and  Spinners  of  all  shades  are  on  every 
evening,  but  the  trout  take  but  little  notice  of  them 
until  dusk.  I  hear  a  good  account  of  the  big  chub  and 
jack  in  the  Thames,  about  four  miles  from  here,  between 
Lechlade  and  Cricklade. — Pan. 

Cornisli  Streams.— The  nets  at  Lostwithiel  seem 
tc  have  been  doing  good  business  lately.  At  one  haul 
fifty  peil  were  taken,  besides  a  few  salmon.  Trout  fish¬ 
ing  on  the  tributary  moorland  streams  of  the  Camel  and 
Fowey  has  been  on  the  whole  very  good.  Two  rods  at 
St.  Breward  got  four  and  a  half  dozen  between  them, 
two  more,  under  Brownwilly,  five  dozen,  and  one  rod  in 
the  main  stream  three  and  a  half  dozen. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen). — The  river  is  very  low,  all  the  tribu¬ 
taries  dried  up.  David  Eoberts,  a  local  angler,  managed 
to  get  from  21b.  to  .51b.  daily.  On  Friday,  9th,  he  had 
seven  fish  (IJlb.).  Worm  is  his  best  lure  amongst  the 
trees  on  hot  day.  On  Saturday,  10th,  Mr.  Barchard, 
Manchester,  had  four  very  nice  fish,  21b.  Other  anglers 
are  doing  well  in  the  evening  late.  Best  flies,  Olive 
Dun,  Sand  Fly.  Eels  are  running  well.  H.  Williams 
had  one,  3jlb.,  on  Wednesday. — Alwin. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  still  dry  and 
bright  and  nothing  much  being  dene;  rain  badly 
wanted. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Ddeu  (Carlisle). — The  splendid  run  of  sea-trout  is 
now  rather  slackening.  As  in  the  last  dry  summer  of 
thd  Jubilee  Year,  the  Solway  fishermen  have  had  a  fine 
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harvest,  and  the  nets  at  the  bottom  of  the  river,  as  far 
as  the  tide  reaches,  have  done  well.  A  special  meeting 
of  the  board  of  conservators  has  been  summoned  to 
consider  the  subieot  of  Armathwaite  Weir,  when  a  plan 
of  a  proposed  fish  pass  will  be  submitted  by  the  com¬ 
mittee.— Silver  Grey. 

ZSsk  (Whitby). — Though  rain  has  threatened  none 
has  fallen  in  sufficient  quantity  to  do  any  good  to  the 
river  and  its  tributaries.  Indeed,  the  river  and  t*  e 
becks  are  lower  than  they  were  a  week  ago,  and  not  only 
is  it  impossible  for  the  kelts  in  the  upper  reaches  to 
descend,  but  equally  impossible  for  the  salmon  to  ascend 
from  the  sea.  Thus  there  will  be  no  sport  for  the 
angler  until  there  has  been  a  good  flood.  The  net 
fishermen  are  doing  tolerably  well  at  sea,  and  during  the 
past  week  some  exceedingly  fine  salmon  as  well  as 
salmon  trout  have  been  landed  and  sold  at  the  local 
wholesale  market. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

I!ze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Water  still  fearfully 
low.  The  hot  bright  days  we  are  now  having  are  just 
the  right  sample  for  the  eels,  or  rather  the  eel  anglers, 
and  some  good  bags  have  been  made  on  the  Branipforq 
water.  On  the  Greedy  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  has  killed  a 
few  nice  trout.  Mr.  Bennett,  on  Monday,  three  brace, 
and  on  Saturday  Messrs.  Laborde  and  Theenwissen  a 
dozen  eels  and  a  brace  of  trout.  “  J.  A.  K.”  bad 
a  mixed  bag  of  perch,  dace,  and  eels  on  the  same  day. 
The  Teign  salmon  fishing  has  considerably  improved 
since  the  spate,  as  many  as  128  fish  being  taken  _a  few 
days  since,  one  boat  alone  getting  twenty-five,  weighing 
in  the  aggregate  2751b.  Bass  and  pollack  fishing  is  still 
good  in  the  Exmouth  neighbourhood,  the  former  being 
had  up  to  111b.,  and  the  latter  from  21b.  to  61b. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — The  waters 
are  very  low  and  stale.  Pish  are  plentiful  and  in  a 
forward  condition.  Some  of  the  club  waters  have  been 
opened  since  the  beginning  of  the  month,  and  members 
have  been  at  work.  Roach,  bream,  rndd,  and  perch,  are 
all  mentioned  as  fit  to  catch,  and  some  of  the  specimens 
taken  are  said  to  bo  in  really  good  trim.  The  Forty- 
foot  and  the  Welland  have  been  the  most  patronised  so 
far.  Gentles  and  grub  baits  are  more  to  be  fancied  than 
worms  or  paste. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts.).— The  public  waters  on  this 
river  and  on  the  dykes  in  connection  with  the  drainage 
system  in  the  lower  district  open  this  week,  and  a  good 
many  visitors  are  looking  forward  to  commencing  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  next  few  days.  Tho  waters  are  reported 
low  and  weedy,  but  fish  will  be  found, about  the  outfalls, 
which  are  mostly  pretty  clear  of  weeds.  Should  roach 
and  perch  not  be  found  feeding  well,  good  sport  will  be 
got  out  of  the  eels  and  flounders.  On  the  upper  waters, 
and  about  Retford,  Tilne,  Muttersey,  &c.,  it  is  likely 
sport  will  be  got  out  of  dace  as  well  as  roach.  Trout 
are  very  shy  just  at  present,  probably  owing  to  the 
quantity  of  lood  in  the  water.  Pair  sport  continues  on 
some  of  the  private  lengths  ;  but  rain  is  badly  wanted. 
— L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).- Excspt  a 
basket  of  twelve,  which  Mr.  Coles,  of  tlie  Bodorgan 
Arms  Hotel,  caught  with  a  worm,  there  has  been  no 
catch  worth  recording.  The  fish  rise  freely,  but  short, 
and  till  we  get  rain  it  is  useless  throwing  a  fly  over 
them. — W.  H.  ,  ,  ,, 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— Although  the 
heat  during  the  past  week  has  been  more  intense  than 
ever,  and  the  lake  at  times  like  glass,  yet  some  very  fair 
baskets  have  been  made.  On  Wednesday  Messrs. 
Foster  brought  in  a  dozen  very  pretty  fish,  and  Messrs. 
Jackson  nine.  On  Thursday,  the  same  parties,  eight 
each.  Mr.  Harrison  headed  the  list  on  Saturday  with  a 
splendid  basket  of  nine,  weighing  9lb.  A  slight  thunder¬ 
storm  visited  us  yesterday,  but  soon  passed  away. 
Messrs.  Melley  and  Rathbone  got  eleven  very  nice  fish 
scaling  81b.  Heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Harrison,  l^b.,  and  two 
lilb.  each.  Since  the  opening  (this  seasonl  over  4000 
trout  have  been  taken  from  the  lake. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Stort.— To-day  (Thursday)  I  have  made  a 
long  journey  by  the  banks  of  both  rivers.  Despite  the 
very  dry  weather,  I  fciind  the  water  to  be  in  capital 
condition.  This  was  more  especially  so  in  the  Stort, 
which  augurs  well  for  the  intending  fishermen  who  pro¬ 
pose  to  inaugurate  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season  on  the  18th  inst.  Host  Newton,  of  the  Red  Lion 
Hotel,  at  St.  Margaret’s,  informed  me  of  the  capture  ot 
a  31b.  trout,  made  by  Mr.  Squii-es,  and  assured  me  ot  Die 
existence  of  another  which  is  estimated  to  go  about  Jib. 
In  the  lower  lengths  at  Cooks  Perry,  lots  of  roach,  dace, 
and  perch  have  been  taken.  The  weather  has  not 
favoured  the  upper  portions  of  the  Lea  Valley ;  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  night  the  rain  only  lasted  a  few  minutes,  and  did 
little  or  no  good. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Broxbotirne). — Bottom  fishing  is  now  open  in 
these  waters. — Beninqpield. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End).— The  prospects  for  the  16th 
(the  opening  day)  far  exceed  one’s  expectations  after 
the  long  drought.  The  fish  open  on  that  day  are  gray¬ 
ling,  eels,  gudgeon,  pope,  dace,  and  bleak.  There  is  a 
good  supply,  which  will,  no  doubt,  afford  ™ach  sport. 

Fred  Green,  Pike  and  Anchor,  Ponder  s  End.  _ 

Leicester.— The  drought  still  prevails  in  Leicester 
shire.  From  a  few  of  the  deep  pools  at  Disford  a  brace 
or  two  of  fish  have  been  taken,  but  sport  is  only  mode¬ 
rate.  Anglers  are  busily  preparing  for  the  coarse  hshing 
season.  The  canal  and  river  near  the  town  contain 
plenty  of  good  fish,  and  the  roach  are  in  very  fair  trim 
The  free  waters  at  Leicester  are  very  Jow. 

^u^ST  and  Arrow  (lioominster).  These  streams 
are  still  running  low  and  bright.  Heavy  storms  have 
been  had  in  the  neighbourhood,  bu^  ;  ® 

little  difference  to  the  colour  of  ths  water.  > 
number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  they  have  tried  the 


Wickham,  Yellow  Dun,  Cooh-y-bondhu,  Sky  Blue,  and 
Fern  Fly.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been  better,  more  bait 
being  obtainable. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsle^  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  ver.y  low  and  clear,  not  much  sport  being  had, 
except  in  the  late  evening.  Best  flies  for  day  are  Orl 
or  Alder,  Governor,  Male  Yellow  Dun,  Sky  Blue, 
Orange  Palmer,  Coch-y-bondhii,  and  Black  Gnat.  For 
evening  :  Female  Yellow  Dun,  Cadis,  Spinners,  Dark 
Owl,  and  Coachman.  Minnow  fishing  fairly  good  early 
morning  and  evening.  Wasp  grubs  are  now  being  used, 
and  some  fair  takes  have  been  secured.  —  R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nen  (Peterborough). — The  weather  is  splendid  tor 
fishing,  and  the  water  in  some  parts  is  in  excellent  con¬ 
dition.  Roach,  perch,  and  bream  are  well  on  tho  feed, 
and  several  local  anglers  have  made  good  baskets  be¬ 
tween  the  town  and  Great  Northern  bridges.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— By  the  time  this  is  in  print 
t’ae  season  will  be  open  with  good  prospects.  The  water 
appears  to  be  literally  alive  with  good  fish.  A  great 
many  resident.s  are  preparing  for  the.  opening  day,  and 
the  terms  for  fishing  will  be  as  they  were  last  season.— 

H.  Rout. 

Plymouth.  —  Sea  Fishing  at  Plymouth.  —  We 
were  in  hopes  this  morning  that  we  should  have 
been  favoured  with  a  little  rain,  but  it  seems  in¬ 
clined  to  pass  off.  It  would  be  welcomed  alike  by 
fishermen  and  farmers ;  of  course  for  sea  fishing 
the  weather  is  perfect,  and  the  spring  pollack  are 
to  be  caught  all  over  the  Sound,  and  they  are  taking 
a  variety  of  baits.  I  was  out  for  an  hour  the 
other  evening,  and  caught  four  nice  fish,  two  I  caught 
on  the  Red  Challenger,  one  on  a  White-fly,  and  one  on 
the  Red  Spinning  Sand-eel.  Several  other  boats  were 
out,  and  they  all  had  fish.  Bass  have  been  seen  at  Penlee 
and’ the  Breakwater,  and  to  the  eastward  a  lot  have  been 
taken.  Mackerel  are  very  fine  this  season,  and  the 
hooking  boats  are  coming  in  with  from  400  to  800  apiece 

_ notbad  for  a  morning’s  catch  when  you  calculate  a 

fisherman’s  100  at  120. — H. 

St.  Ives  (Hunts).— The  prospects  for  anglers  here 
are  blight.  The  Ouse  is  in  good  condition,  and  there 
are  plenty  of  fish.  Roach,  dace,  perch,  chub  ;  of  the 
latter  I  see  largo  quantities,  both  up  and  below  the 
Staunch.  Tho  only  drawback  is  the  great  quantities  of 
weeds,  but  these,  lam  informed,  wdll  be  entirely  cleared 
out  during  the  autumn  by  the  Ouse  navigation;  then 
indeed  will  commence  the  “  millennium  ”  for  St.  Ives 
and  district  anglers.  Very  fair  sport  can  be  obtained 
with  the  fly  for  dace  and  chub,  the  latter  being  fre¬ 
quently  caught  weighing  41b.,  and  it  is  very  rare  that 
an  average  performer  need  come  home  with  an  empty 

basket.— Whitchurch.  c  tut  a 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  heavy  storin  of  Wed¬ 
nesday  will  do  a  great  deal  to  freshen  the  rivers  and 
better  the  prospects  of  sport.  Trout  fishing  has  not 
been  good,  but  many  dozens  of  chub  and  dace  have 
been  captured  with  fly  and  gentle  (by  permits  from  the 
conservators).  The  rain  has  not  been  sufficient  to  bring 
the  much-needed  flush  into  the  Severn,  but  it  was  very 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tunat,  and  Oain  (Llanyiuy* 
nech)  —The  violent  thunderstorm  on  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon,  has  had  very  little  effect  on  any  of  these  rivers  ; 
but  as  the  weather  continues  so  very  tropical  another 
great  thunderstorm  is  hourly  expected,  and  is  hoped  will 
raise  our  rivers  similar  to  the  storm  at  the  gold  mines 
near  Dolgelly  on  Saturday  last,  when  the  river  rose  six 

feet  in  as  many  minutes.— Vyrnwy.  ..  .  ,, 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Yesterday  (Friday),  the 
season  re-opened  on  this  river,  which  is  running  gin- 
bright  and  there  is  little  chance  of  sport  until  the  river 
receives  a  fresh  of  new  water  :  the  roach  have  now  got 
well  over  their  spawning. — Goosequill. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.— 
Several  anglers  have  visited  Pulborough,  Amberley,and 
the  Rother,  and  in  some  districts  ground-baiting  has 
been  carried  on  for  some  time.  Trouting  has  been  poor 
sport.  In  the  mornings  and  evenings  a  few  brace  have 
rewarded  anglers  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  Rcther, 
and  from  tributaries  of  the  Ouse.  _  Chub  have  given 
sport  The  Adur  will  be  worth  a  trial  near  Steyning. 

Dace 'are  rising  freely,  and  there  are  plenty  of  roach  in 
the  water.  Chichester  Canal  is  bank  high  and  holds 
nlentv  of  fish  ;  the  lower  reach  below  Birdharn  Bridge 
will  be  the  best  spot.  The  mullet  and  bass  fishermen 
are  having  good  sport  at  Littlehampton.— George 
F  Salter 

"Teme  (Knigliton).— In  this  quarter  rain  is  wanted 
to  improve  the  fishing,  which  at  p.-esent  is  very  quiet. 
■R 

Teme  (Ludlow). —The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order  for  angling 
Rain  is  badly  wanted  to  clean  the  river  out.  The  Blue 
Dun  Skv  Blue,  Coachman,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Governor, 
Hare’s  EW,  Fern  Fl.v,  and  Wickham’s  Fancy  are  used 
with  success.  Bottom  fishing  ha,8  been  tried  with 
success,  the  best  bait  now  being  the  wasp  grub,  in 
the  water  below  Lodford  disease  has  begun  to  show 
itself  amongst  the  fish.  In  the  Liidford  Park  pools 
some  good  perch  have  been  taken  with  the  worm.— 

^’Teme°(Teitbury).  — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  clear  and  low.  Bottom  fishing  has  been 
tried  with  the  wasp  grub  with  success,  and  some  hne 

trout  have  been  landed.— Worcester. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).— Angling  prospects 
for  the  coming  season  in  the  Fen  District  are  excellent. 
The  season  has  teen  highly  favourable  for  breeding,  and 
the  drains  tunning  into  the  main  rivers,  in  which  most 
of  the  fish  spawn,  are  literally  full  of  roach,  perch,  and 
eels. — E.  A.  S. 


Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— Now  that  the  fishing 

season  here  has  commenced,  sport  has  been  very  good, 
especially  among  the  roach.  I  send  herewith  s- 
the  takes  Mr.  Worth,  thirty  roach  ;  Mr.  Bates,  twenty 
roach;  Mr.  Drew,  thirty-six  roach ;  Mr.  Green  forty- 
four  roach  and  two  perch  ;  Mr.  Lathom,  twenty-tour 
roach;  Mr.  Bates,  twelve  roach  and  one  ]aclc :  mi 
Wisk,  eighteen  roach ;  Mr.  Finlay,  ten  imach  ami 
sixteen  perch;  Mr.  Farley,  six  roach  and  eight  perc  , 
Mr.  Minle,  twenty-four  roach ;  Mr.  Schultz,  fourteen 
roach  and  one  jack  ;  Mr.  Preston,  eight  roach  and  one 
jack.  There  is  everv  prospect  of  sport  being  better, 
and  I  hope  to  have  some  good  reports  to  send  as  soon  as 
the  clubs  start  fishing. — J.  Warner.  . 

Witham.  See.  (Mid  Lincoln).— The  cheap  trains 
commence  running  to  the  stations  on  the  Fondyke  and 
Witham  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  and  no  doubt  the 
fine  weather  will  tempt  a  good  many  visitors  for  the  weeK- 
end  to  make  trial  of  the  sport.  Everywhere  the  wafers 
are  low,  but  the  Witham  is  not  so  bad  as  the  drams,  and 
none  are  too  low  for  flshing.  Eels  are  plentiful  in  the 

*^W^r and  ^Derwent  (Derbyshire).— We  have  not 
had  a  drop  of  rain  since  my  last  report,  and  both  rivers 
are  lower  than  ever.  The  fish  have  risen  we  1  every 
night  up  to  ten  o’clock.  Sport  on  the  Bakewell  length 
has  been  very  indifferent,  the  best  take  I  know  of  was 
one  of  three  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  by  Mr.  Hudson, 
of  Derby,  on  Saturday  last.  The  e^nmg  anglers  on 
the  Derwent  have  done  fairly  well.  Fishing  the  iVLat- 
lock  water  on  three  evenings,  and  not  commencing  fifftil 
8.30,  I  took  two  and  a  half,  two,  and  one  and  a  halt 
brace  ;  Mr.  Cooper  also  took  two  and  a  half  brace  with 
the  Olive  Dun  below  Cromford  on  Monday  night,  and 
several  others  have  had  similar  takes.  The  season  tor 
grayling  is  now  open,  and  the  prospect  for  the  connng 
season  is  better  than  for  many  years  past. 

Spinner.  Ash  Dun,  Red  and  Grey  Quill,  will  be  touud 
killing  flies.- Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwich).- Catches  of  bream  up  to  five  or 
six  stone  are  now  being  had  at  Reedham,  Cantley,  and 
Buckenham,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  roach  have 
commenced  to  bite  in  earnest,  especially  in  the  districts 
of  Buckenham  and  Brundale,  whilst  on  the  Bure  1  am 
credibly  informed  many  good  catches  have  been  had  all 
along  from  Wroxham  to  Horning  and  down  to  pouth 
Walsham,  and  no  doubt  Acle  will  soon,  if  not  already  be 
a  good  station  to  try.  We  shall  now  expect  during  the 
nest  three  months  that  every  station  on  both  rivers  will 
daily  yield  its  quota  to  our  sport,  the  roach  bemg 
always  first  consideration,  whilst,  if  the  hot  dry  weather 
should  continue,  little  doubt  bream  will  be  caught  in 
numbers  unusual  during  the  past  few  years  ;  prospects 
are  now  good,  though  rain  would  considerably  improve 
them.— Robert  Moll. 


Scotch  Reports. 

Altuacealg'acli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg, 

N.B.).— A  great  number  of  anglers  are  now  on  the  lochs 
(Boarlan,  Cama,  Urigill,  Veyatie,  &c.),  and,  despite  the 
unfavourable  nature  of  the  weather,  good  sport  is  being 
got  As  full  details  for  the  whole  week  cannot  be  given, 
a  few  of  the  heaviest  baskets  may  suffice,  e.(/.,  Messrs. 
Lupton  and  Stewart,  Liverpool,  had  103  trout,  231b.,  on 
Loch  Urigill  on  Wednesday,  and  105  trout,  271b.,  on 
Loch  Boarlan  on  Thursday.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Quarton  got  eighty  trout,  331b.,  on  Loch  Cama,  and  on 
Thursday  160  trout,  3'Jlb.,  on  Loch  Urigdl.  On  Friday 
Mr.  J.  Oarror  and  Dr.  Curror  landed  109  trout,  3llb., 
on  Loch  Cama,  The  total  basket  by  all  anglers  during 
the  week  ending  Saturday  amounted  to  1829 
ac'gregatiiig  in  weight  5501b.,  or  close  on  5owt.  Ihe 
best  day  of  the  week  was  Thursday,  when  eight  rods  in 
six  boats  landed  437  trout,  llO-Vlb.  On  Monday  tbis 
week  which  was  very  hot  and  thundery,  the  Rsv.  Mr. 
Walker  made  a  basket  of  81b.  on  Ledbeg  stream ; 
Messrs. Curror  and  Cunningham,  81b.,  on  Loch  Veyatie  ; 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Quarton,  fifty-six  trout,  201b.,  on  Loch 
Cama  •  and  Messrs.  Ohlsoii  and  Attenborough,  twenty- 

six  trout,  IS.jlb.,  on  Loch  Boarlan.— McB. 

Altnaliarra  Hotel  Waters. — June  1 :  Mr.  Miley, 
on  Loch  Meaddie,  twenty  trout,  111b.;  2nd,  Mr.  Miley, 
on  Loch  Halam,  sixteen  trout,  51b. :  3rd,  Mr.  IVLley,  on 
Loch  Naver,  one  sea  trout,  IJlb.  ;  5th,  Mr.  R.  B^Donald, 
on  Loch  Naver,  one  salmon,  lOlb.  :  6th,  Rev.  Mr. 
Hooper,  on  Loch  Naver,  thirteen  trout,  41b. ;  Oth,  Mr. 
Miley,  on  Loch  Halam,  six  trout,  2Jlb.  ;  7tb  Mr  Miley 
on  Loch  Meaddie,  fifteen  trout,  lOlb. ;  7th,  Mr.  aud 
Mrs.  Skirving*,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  forty  trout,  l^jlb*? 
7th,  Rev.  Mr.  Hooper,  on  Loch  Naver,  ten  trout,  51b.  ; 
7th’,  Mr.  Sanderson,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty-four 
71b. ;  8th,  Mr.  Miley,  on  Loch  Loyal,  six  trout,  31b.  ; 
8th  ’  Mr.  Sanderson,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  thirty  trout, 
lliib.  ;  8th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skirving,  on  Loch  Naver, 
one  salmon,  51b.,  nine  trout,  31b.— W.  Munro. 

Ayrshire  Lochs. — Good  sport  still  prevails  on  the 
lochs  at  Ayrshire.  A  Sheffield  angler,  Mr.  Fulcher,  and 
Messrs.  Rodgers  and  MePhearson  fished  on  Wednesday 
and  the  two  following  days,  and  had  good  sport. 
The  trout  are  not  large,  but  an  occasional  one  of  lib.  is 
now  and  again  caught.  On  Loch  Doon,  on  the  9th  and 
10th  inst.,  Messrs.  Cox  and  Morton,  of  Ayr,  killed  sixty- 
seven  ;  and  on  the  lObh,  on  Loch  Finlas,  Messrs.  Fergu¬ 
son  and  Stevenson,  Ayr,  landed  fifty  seven.— Heather- 
bell. 

Border  Esk.— Sea  trout  are  now  very  numerous  in 
the  Esk,  especially  in  the  middle  reaches  between  Long- 
town  and  Canonbie,  and  the  lower  waters  between  Long* 
town  and  tho  Metal  Bridge.  Owing,  however,  to  tne 
lowness  of  tho  river,  the  progress  of  fash  upwards  is 
much  retarded.  In  the  Cauldron  pool,  Canonbie  water, 
1  Mr  J  Graham,  Ciookholm,  has  had  some  excellent 
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pport  with  the  fly  at  night,  landing  no  less  than  eleven 

sea  trout,  and  at  another  fishing  the  same  gentleman 
secured  three  sea  trout.  In  the  Langholm  water  Mr. 
Geo.  Maxwell  had  a  nice  sea  trout  weighing  21b.  Fish¬ 
ing  with  the  worm  at  night,  Mr.  R.  Reid  creeled  two 
sea  trout,  21b.  each  ;  Mr.  T.  Moffatt  had  two  sea  trout 
below  Langholm  ;  Mr.  Thos.  Irving  had  also  a  couple  of 
sea  trout  in  the  same  water  ;  and  Mr.  A.  M‘Millan,  at  a 
night  fishing  with  the  small  fly,  had  two  sea  trout. 
Reverting  to  the  early  part  of  the  past  week,  Mr.  F. 
Charlton,  Langholm,  had  a  nice  new  run  salmon  in  Gogie, 
which  is  very  early  for  summer  salmon  so  far  up  the  river 
as  the  neighbourhood  of  Langholm.  Between  Longtown 
and  Canonbie,  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  of  Holmfoot,  had  three 
sea  trout;  Mr.  J.  Murray,  Langholm,  had  two  sea  trout 
and  five  yellow  trout  from  the  rocky  water  opposite 
^e  distillery.  Mr.  Swain,  of  Oldham,  and  Mr.  .lohn 
Telford,  secured  ten  dozen  yellow  in  two  days’  fishing 
in  Ewes,  the  heaviest  trout  being  lib.  Mr.  James  Bell 
killed  a  sea  trout  in  the  Skippers’  Gullet  with  the 
worin ;  Surgeon-General  Biddle,  Eskdale  Temperance 
Hotel,  had  several  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  Canonbie 
water  ;  Mrs.  Anderson  caught  three  dozen  yellow  trout 
at  a  day’s  fishing  in  the  Ewes,  and  took  one  and  a  half 
dozen  at  an  evening  fishing;  Mr.  T.  Irving  had  two 
sea  trout,  one  of  them  S^lb.  weight;  Mr.  J.  Harkness 
had  a  good  basket,  one  trout  weighing  2ilb.  ;  Mr.  M 
Lai^dlow  caught  one  21b. ;  Mr.  A.  Jackson  had  five  dozen 
yellow  trout  in  Meg'gat,  including  a  splendid  one  2ilb. ; 
Mr.  G.  Wright  had  five  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Wester 
Water.  Other  anglers  have  also  had  good  catches. 
Should  the  much  needed  rain  come  soon  the  season  may 
yet  turn  out  well  for  visitors  to  the  Esk,  as  over  sixty 
of  the  local  anglers  accused  of  poaching  have  been 
refused  permission  to  fish  either  in  the  Esk  or  Liddle 
or  any  of  their  tributaries. — W.  A.  ’ 

Breadalbane  Arms  (Aberfeldy).— Mr.  Black,  of 
Edinburgh,  fished  Loch-na-Craig  two  days  last  week 
and  got  on  Friday  twenty-eight  trout,  and  on  Saturday 
fourteen. — A.  N. 

Bunrannocli  Hotel,  Iiocb  Rannocb. — June  7. 
Mr.  Aitchison,  five  trout ;  June  8,  six  trout ;  June  9, 
eleven  trout ;  all  in  splendid  condition;  June  10,  Mr. 
Aitchison  (London),  Mr.  Macgregor,  and  the  Misses 
Logan  and  Maclaren,  one  tront,  weighing  51b.,  and 
another  2|lb. ;  June  12,  Mr.  Aitchison  (London),  sixteen 
trout;  and  the  same  gentleman,  on  the  13th,  twenty 
nine  trout,  weiehing  lOlb. 

Cnilfail  Hotel  Waters,  Kilmelford,  N.B.— 

June  G,  Messrs.  Bendy,  two  trout ;  Messrs.  Mitchell 
seventy-three  trout ;  Messrs.  Weinberg,  four  trout  ■ 
Messrs.  McDougal  and  Annandale,  ten  trout;  Messrs! 
Blair  and  Glen,  seventy-two  trout ;  Mr.  Burton,  five 
trout;  7th,  Messrs.  Bendy, six  trout;  Messrs.  Mitchell, 
thirty-four  sea  fish  ;  Messrs.  Weinberg,  sixty-eight 
trout;  Messrs.  McBougal  and  Annandale,  forty-five 
Hout ;  Messrs.  Bendy  and  Higgin,  three  trout ;  Br 
Brock,  seven  trout ;  Mr.  Burton,  twelve  trout  •  8th 
Messrs.  Bendy  and  Higuin,  forty  trout;  Rev.  John 
Uendy,  twelve  trout;  Messrs.  Weii.berg,  fourtt-en 
trout;  M^srs.  McDougal  and  Annandale,  fifty-seven 
sea  fish;  Dr.  Brock,  sixteen  trout;  Mr.  Burton,  two 
trout ;  Messrs.  Mitchell,  sixty-one  trout ;  Messrs.  Blair 
and  Glen,  three  trout;  9th,  Messrs.  McBougal  and 
Annandale,  two  trout;  Messrs.  Weinberg,  sixty-four 
sea  fish;  Br.  Brook,  twelve  trout;  Messrs.  Blair  and 
Glen,  SIX  trout ;  [Messrs.  Mitchell,  twenty-five  trout  • 
Mr.  Burton,  twelve  trout ;  Messrs.  Marshall,  fourteen 
Mrs.  Cox,  fifty-four  trout ;  Messrs. 
McBougal  and  Annandale,  twenty-two  tront ;  Br.  Brock 
,,Y®.  Irout;  Messrs.  Marshall,  thirty  trout;  Messrs' 
Weinberg,  nine  trout,  fifteen  sea  fish. 

Dee  (Aberdeensbire).-The  Bee  is  now  in  most 
parts  little  better  than  a  good-sized  burn.  Few  fresh  fish 
are  being  got,  as  none  are  getting  away  from  the  sea. 
oalmon  augliug  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  is  out 
of  the  question.  On  the  Invercauld  House  waters.  Sir 
Algernon  Borthwick  and  party  captured  over  a  hundred 
hsh  in  a  fortnight.  Miss  Borthwick  carried  the  palm  of 
the  party  with  the  highest  individual  score.  On  the 
Birk ball  waters,  Capta'.n  Bean  and  the  officer^i  of  Her 
Majesty’s  guard  of  honour,  are  doing  faiily  well 
pme  excellent  baskets  of  trout  being  made 
in  addition  to  several  average  -  sized  fish.  On  the 
Invercauld  Ballater  section  very  good  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  week.  Mr.  Abbey  creeled  four 
scalingfrom  Clb.  to  9Jlb.,two,  7ilb.  and  IS^lb.,  and  four! 
OJlb.  to  8Jlb  :  while  the  Rev.  Mr.  Upcher  had  two  of 
lib.  and  81b.,  five  scaling  from  71b.  to  91b.,  one  91b.,  one 
1  Upcher  grassed  one  scaling 

14|lb  three  of  91b.,  Ulb.,  and  151b. ;  three  7ilb.,  7ilb., 
and  'jlb- ;  and  one  of  81b.  On  the  same  water,  Mr  Wm 
Murdoch  creeled  fourteen  fish  in  less  than  eight  days’ 
fishing, .scaling  from  Gib.  to  241b.  On  the  Glen  Tana 
water  a  few  have  been  got.  but  none  lower  down,  as  far 
as  reported.  Ihe  show  of  salmon  on  the  coast  is  still 
keeping  up,  and  has  been  brighter  than  at  any  other 
period  of  the  season.  Grilse  are  moving  very  slowly 
*i!**i®S  1  sea  trout  fishing  is  being  had  nightly  iii 
the  tidal  waters.  Kelts  have  entirely  cleared  out  with 
the  smMt  mipation.  A  fine  grilse  was  got  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Bon  the  oth-rday.  scaline  41b. — Beesider 
Dtrwent  (Ambergate). -Owing  to  the  very  low 
and  clear  state  of  the  Berwentand  tributaries,  sport  has 
not  been  good  The  best  trout  have  fallen  to  the 
natural  house-fiy  by  dibbing  under  the  overhanging 
trees  Aquatic  flies  are  numerous,  the  small  Yellow 
Hun  the  most  conspicuous.  Prospects,  without  rain 
not  very  promising  for  next  week.— Amber  Bun. 

Deveroa  (Banffshire). — The  tributary  etreama  are 
almost  dried  up,  and,  although  thunder  clouds  have  been 
prevalent  of  late,  little  or  no  rain  has  fallen.  Until  a 
heavy  spate  sets  in  angling  cannot  be  prosecuted  with 


any  degree  of  success.  In  the  deeper  pools  trout  are 
in  goodly  numbers,  but  shy  to  hook.  Only  in  the  tidal 
au^d  lower  pools  of  the  river  is  net  fishing  prevented. 
The  water  is  extremely  shallow  at  the  entrance,  which 
keeps  fish  from  getting  up.  No  grilse  have  yet  made 
their  appearance.  At  this  season  of  the  year  last 
summer  the  weekly  eatch  of  salmon  was  from  four  to 
SIX  boxes.  Last  week  it  was  twelve  boxes,  and  on  Mon- 
da,y  three  boxes  were  sent  to  the  markets,  and  the 
middle  of  the  present  week  four  boxes.  At  Gardens- 
town  the  fishings  are  very  backward. — H.  W. 

Deyeron  (Huntly).— Notwithstanding  the  low  state 
in  which  the  river  has  been  so  long,  the  baskets  of  trout 
lately  got  were,  in  some  cases,  very  good.  Early- 
morning  fishers  with  the  worm  are  presently  having  a 
good  time  of  it,  and  are  landing  some  very  fine,  large 
tront.  Messrs.  Faed  and  Farquharson,  from  Edinburgh, 
residing  at  Laurel  Bank,  had,  .for  five  day’s  fishing 
81ilb.  of  capital  trout :  Monday  they  got  23'ilb.  ;  Tues 
day,  101b.  :  ’Wednesday,  14Jlb.  ;  Thursday,  111b.  , 
Uj’idaV’  17ilb.  The  Monday’s  take  was  got  with  the  fly! 
chiefly ;  the  other  days’  takes  with  fly  and  worm. 

(Fife),  All  the  streams  in  the  county  are  very 
low.  Mr.  N.  B.  Boucher  had  a  basket  of  seventeen, 
Mr.  Alison  had  eight  good  trout,  and  Mr.  John  Morgan 
had  31b,  lOoz,  On  the  Leven  and  Orr  the  takes  have 
been  light,  but  some  good  fish  have  been  got  at  the 
favourite  pools. — Iasgair. 

Eglinton  Hotel  (Dalmellington).— The  weather 
®  keeping  dry  and  hot,  with  an  occasional 

thunder  shower,  yet  the  lochs  ai  e  yielding  good 
sport  whenever  there  is  the  least  breeze  to  ripple 
the  water.  Mr.  Kennedy,  out  from  this  hotel,  had 
a  good  week’s  sport  — best  catch  in  one  day,  four 
dozen  trout,  weighing  111b.  12oz.  Messrs.  Ferguson 
and  Stevenson  had  four  dozen  and  eleven  trout 
as  their  best  take  in  a  day,  w-hile  Mr.  Osborne,  on 
Loch  Finlas,  had,  to  hia  own  rod,  aix  dozen  and  three 
trout.  Messrs.  Leggat  and  party,  Glasgow,  on  Balloch- 
lyng)  creeled  about  five  dozen.  Messrs.  Cox  and  Mor¬ 
ton,  Ayr,  had,  on  Loch  Boon,  five  dozen  and  seven 
trout.  'The  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  Angling  Club  1  e’.d  a 
competition  on  Loch  Boon  on  the  loth,  when  twenty 
members  competed  from  ten  boats  — Jas.  Macdonald! 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— The  low  state  of  the 
river  is  beyond  description.  The  Buke’s  netsmen  have 
had  it  all  their  own  way.  So  far  they  have  had  a 
paying  season.  One  day  last  week  they  had  six  boxes 
of  salmon,  and  for  the  week  a  dozen.  Grilse  are  now 
coming  on  in  increasing  numbers — thirsting  to  go  up 
stream.  Loch  fishing  is  doing  wonderfully  well,  and 
excellent  baskets  are  being  got  on  several  of  the  beat 
lochs,  but,  with  rain,  sport  would  be  much  improved. 
Pollock  are  most  numerous,  and  are  being  got  fishing 
even  from  the  banka. — S.  C. 

IncKnadampli  Hotel  'Waters  (lachnadampli, 
via  Lairg). — Considering  the  weathi  r,  sport  was  very 
good  in  the  various  lochs.  The  record  of  sport  is  as 
follows  ;  On  Tuesday,  last  week,  fishing  Loch  Assynt 
Mr.  Macewen  killed  one  Salmoferox,  of  3Hb.  Mr.  Fry 
killed  two  dozen  fine  trout,  weighing  l(Jlb.,  on  Loch 
Awe.  Mr.  Cookson  killed  thirty-five  trout,  weighing 
121b.,  on  Mid-Assynt.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Macewen 
on  Loch  Gillaroo,  had  thirty-five  trout,  13Jlb.  Mr! 
Cookson,  on  Loch  Awe,  caught  twenty-eight  trout 
weighing  121b.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Fry.  of  London,  fished 
Loch  Awe,  twenty-four  trout,  12lb.  ;  Mr.  Cookson.  Loch 
Assynt,  twenty-two  trout,  71b.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Heath- 
cot  and  friend  made  a  basket  of  twenty-four  trout,  131b 
on  Loch  Awe ;  Mr.  Cookson  caught  forty  tront,  121b.,  on 
Loch  Assynt ;  Mr.  Macewen  caught  twenty-two  tront 
1251b.,  on  Wee  Lochs;  Mr.  Schwind  and  friend,  on  the 
same  waters,  had  sixty-four  trout,  181b.  On  Monday 
Mr.  Cookson  landed  a  fine  Salmo  ferox,  scaling  lljlb.,  on 
Loch  Assynt.  On  the  same  loch,  for  a  few  hours,  Mr 
Schwind  and  friend  caught  thirteen  tront,  51b.  Mr  Fry 
killed  ten  trout.  81b.,  on  Loch  Awe. — J.  Y. 

Inverness-shire 'Waters,  N.B.— Considering  the 
low  state  of  the  waters,  the  bright  sun,  and  sultry 
thundery  weather,  good  sport  was  got  on  Loohness  last 
week,  baskets  of  101b.  and  121b.  were  common,  and  the 
trout  averaged  fib.  Mr.  Annan  had  fair  sport  during 
his  stay,  and  Mr.  Flasket,  staying  at  the  “Fort 
Augustus,’’  is  getting  fair  baskets.  Four  boats  are  out 
Horn  the  above  house  to-day,  and  as  a  nice  westerly 
breeze  is  on  the  loch,  I  predict  a  good  day’s  sport.  The 
Quarry  is  miseiably  low,  and  the  sport  got  is  far  below 
the  average.  Mr.  Clapperton  from  Invergarry  School- 
house,  is  getting  fairly  good  sport.  Sport  on  Loch 
Ruthven  IS  looking  up;  as  many  as  fifty-four  trout  being 
got  per  day  (two  rods).  The  tront  are  by  no  means 
large,  averaging  rather  more  than  fib.— Hison. 

Isla  (Perthshire). — The  Isla  is  lower  than  at  any 

Kogers  and 

Mr.  Morton,  Edinburgh,  have  at  times  done  fairly  well 
On  Brewlands  Loch,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Kydd  and  friend 
Bunde‘_,  had  eighteen  brace  of  nice  trout.  ’ 

'  ^iUin  Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  Perthshire. — June  9 
Maiqms  Bel  Poggo,  nine  trout,  311b.  ;  on  the  10th,  four 
1  Mr.  Walker,  six  trout  21b.'  on 

I  the  lOth,  thirteen  tront,  51b.  ;  on  14th.  twenty-two  trout, 

!  <lb.  ;  14th,  General  Ralston,  twenty-three  trout.  lOlb  — 

■  H.  Maisy. 

Lairj  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B  .). -On  Tuesday 
of  last  week  Mr.  Besant,  fishing  Loch  Shin,  caught 
twenty  trout,  weighing  sjlb.  Mr.  Loxley  tried  Loch 
Beanm  c  1,  and  had  fair  sport.  On  Loch  Shin  in  the 
evemng  good  sport  was  had  by  Messrs.  H.  Mackay  and 
W .  Ray.  On  \V  ednesday,  Capt.  Henderson  fished  Loch 
Shin,  and  killed  eleven  trout,  51b.  Mr.  Beasant,  in  the 
same  loch,  caught  eighteen  trout,  81b.  Mr.  H.  Mackay 
made  a  fine  basket  in  the  evening.  On  'Thursday,  Mr. 
Beasant  killed  one  Salmo  ferox  weighing  Gflb.,  and  one 


trout,  21b.  On  Loch  Shin,  Mr.  Henderson  caught  a 
dozen  nice  trout.  On  Friday,  Capt.  Henderson,  on  Loch 
Shin,  one  Salmo  ferox,  weighing  71b.,  and  ten  trout,  41b. 
Mr.  Bisset,  Bunrobin,  killed  nine  trout,  51b.,  and  Mr. 
Henderson  half  a  dozen.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Baxton  and 
Mr.  W.  Butters  had  fair  baskets. — J.  "y. 

Loch  Doual  (Lairg.  H.B.) — On  this  fine  trouting 
loch  on  Wednesday  last,  Sheriff  Mackenzie,  Golspie, 
made  a  capital  basket  of  over  four  dozen  trout.  On 
Thursday  the  Sheriff  killed  twenty  trout. — J.  Y. 

Loch  Ericht  (Dal'whinnie,  N.B.). — May  29,  Br. 
Bickson  and  friend,  fifty-seven  tront  ;  30th,  Mr.  Baker, 
thirteen  trout  ;  31st,  Mr.  Leatham,  Gib.  June  1,  Mr. 
Leatham,  llflb. ;  Mr.  Baker,  twenty-one  trout  ;  2nd, 
Mr.  Baker,  twenty-four  trout ;  Mr.  Leatham,  171b.  ; 
3rd,  Mr.  Leatham,  101b. ;  Mr.  Baker,  14flb.  ;  Mr.  Orr, 
fourteen  trout :  5th,  Mr.  Black,  forty -eight  trout ;  Mr. 
Baker,  ten  trout  ;  Mr.  Leatham,  eleven  trout;  Mr.  Orr, 
forty-four  trout ;  Gth,  Mr.  Leatham,  twenty  trout :  Mr. 
Lowson,  eleven  trout ;  Major  Pearson,  nine  trout ;  Mr. 
Baker,  lllb.  trout  and  a  Salmo  ferox  of  41b. ;  Mr.  Orr, 
six  trout ;  Mr.  Black,  61b.  ;  7th,  Mr.  Lowson,  eleven 
trout,  51b.,  and  a,  ferox  of  31b.;  Mr.  Orr,  nine  tront; 
8th,  Mr.  Black,  ten  tront;  Mr.  Lowson,  51b.;  Mr. 
Baker,  seventeen  trout ;  Major  Pearson,  nine  trout ; 
Messrs.  Stitt  and  Logan  Mack,  91b.,  one  trout  weighing 
21b.;  Messrs.  MoLauchlin  and  Scotland,  forty-eight 
trout,  231b. ;  9th,  Mr.  Lowson,  twenty -seven  trout ;  Mr. 
Orr,  thirteen  trout:  Messrs.  Mack  and  Stitt,  fifty-two 
trout ;  Mr.  Baker,  seventeen  trout ;  Messrs.  Scotland 
and  MoLauchlin,  three  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Leatbam, 
twenty-four  trout  and  three  Salmo  ferox  of  3flb.,  41b., 
and  51b.  respectively  ;  10th,  Major  Pearson,  twenty-two 
trout ;  Mr.  Stitt,  forty-two  trout ;  Mr.  Mack,  nine 
trout. — John  McBonald. 

Lochinver  Hotel  Waters  (Lochinver,  N.B.)  — 

On  Monday,  Mr.  Boucher,  of  Rochester,  fished  Loch 
Beannoch,  and  landed  a  very  fine  Salmo  ferox,  which 
turned  the  scales  at  131b.  This  is  the  first  time  Loch 
Beannoch  has  been  trolled  with  minnow.  On  Loch 
Fewn  Mr.  Buckley  and  friends  killed  ninety  trout 
which  aggregated  301b. 

LocKlev/On  (Kinross). — Fish  have  risen  well  to  the 
fly  during  the  past  week,  but  the  weather  has  been  too 
clear,  and  trout  came  too  short  for  good  sport.  The 
principal  angling  event  during  the  week  was  the  United 
Edinburgh  Clubs  Competition,  which  took  place  on 
Friday.  The  following  six  clubs  were  represented  : 
Amateur,  Breadalbane,  Waverley,  Walton,  Midlothian 
and  St.  Andrew.  With  the  exception  of  the  latter 
club,  each  of  above  had  a  team  of  five  rode,  while  the 
latter  had  only  one.  The  successful  club  team  was  that 
of  the  Amateur.  Other  clubs  outdaring  the  week  were, 
Bnndee,  Callander,  and  St.  Mungo,  Glasgow.— R.  B. 
Laing. 

LocK  Raxmocli, — The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Bunalastair  Hotel: — June  7Dh,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Greenland,  London,  on  river,  seventeen  trout; 
Mr.  Cowell,  Manchester,  twelve  trout ;  8th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs._  Greenland,  on  loch  tor  few  hours,  nine  trout, 
heaviest  lUb. ;  Mr.  Cowell,  on  river,  seven  trout;  Mr. 
Black,  Wheetocher,  on  loch,  five  trout ;  9th,  Mr.  Black, 
on  loch,  twenty-one  trout ;  Canon  Bcuglas  and  Mr. 
Ferme,  thirty-two  trout;  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Greenland,  on 
river,  eighteen  trout ;  Mr.  Cowell,  thirteen  trout ;  10th, 
Mr.  Black,  on  loch,  six  trout,  Canon  Bouglas,  twenty 
trout;  Mr.  Greenland,  on  river,  twenty-one  trout ;  12th, 
Canon  Bouglas  and  Mr.  Ferma,  on  loch,  thirty-seven 
trout;  Messrs.  Pope  and  Fletcher,  Brighton,  thirteen 
trout ;  Mr.  Gibson,  Glasgow,  four  trout ;  Messrs. 
Greenland  and  Standon,  on  river,  thirteen  trout ;  I3th, 
Messrs.  Fletcher  and  Pope,  on  loch,  twenty-trout ;  Mr. 
Ferme,  thirty-four  trout;  Mr.  Greenland,  on  river, 
thirty-three  trout ;  Mr.  Standen,  Hants,  thirteen  trout. 

Melvich  Hotel  (Sutherland,  N’.B).— Mr.  Morri¬ 
son  fished  the  lochs  here  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th ;  had 
ninety-three  trout,  weighing  4.51b.,  heaviest  three  trout 
making  81b. ;  Mr.  Buckley,  for  one  hour  on  the  8th, 
fished  Loch-na-Coorach  ;  had  eight  trout,  weighing  Gib. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buckley  are  having  good  sea  tisuing. 
The  weather,  being  so  bright,  is  most  unfavourable  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing  ;  rain  very  much  needed. 

Oyerscaig'  Hotel  ’Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) — 
Bnring  the  past  week  a  number  of  excel. ent  baskets 
were  made  on  Loch  Shin,  Loch  Griam,  Loch  Merkland, 
and  other  waters.  A  number  of  baskets  of  forty  trout, 
upwards  were  got,  and  in  several  instances  tront  ave¬ 
raged  Jib.  each.  'The  vveather  on  the  whole  has  not 
been  favourable  for  angling,  being  hot,  bright,  and 
cilm.  On  Monday  this  week  Messrs.  Place  and 
VVaterall,  Nottingham,  on  Flag  beat.  Loch  Cjhin,  bad 
eleven  beautiful  trout,  81b.  ;  Br.  Addenbrooke  and  Mr. 
Cnaytor,  Kidderminster,  fourteen  trout,  91b.  ;  ana  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bixon,  Markinch,  one  and  three  quarter  dozen, 
14ib.  in  all,  the  four  heaviest  weighing  2lb.,  Ijlb.,  l.jlb., 
lib.  respectively.  Mr  Wilson,  Mr.  Burton.  Bewdly, 
a  jd  Mr.  Fioggatt,  Nottingham,  tried  Upper  Shin  beat  ; 
and  Rev.  Canon  Faber,  Boucaster,  Locu  Griaiu  ;  but  all 
had  poor  baskets,  owing  to  severe  thuudei storm  and 
heavy  rain. — iJcB. 

PhiuouicK  Hotel. — Weather  very  bright  and  calm, 
not  at  all  suitable  for  fishing;  fish  plentiful  and  in  good 
condition.  June  10,  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  Loudon,  No.  11 
eight,  41b.  ;  12th,  No.  3,  twenty-seven,  llUb.  ' 

(Inveran,  N.B.)  — River  too  low  lor  salmon 
angling.  Since  last  reported  Mr.  Buxton  and  party, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  have  had  as  follows  :  On  Tues¬ 
day  last  week,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buxton,  on  Loch  Cracail, 
thirty  four  trout,  lljlb.  ;  on  Friday,  Mr.  Edward 
Buxton,  on  Caolag  Pool,  river  Shin,  one  salmon,  1211b.  ; 
and  on  Saturday,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Buxton,  on  Loch 
Cracail,  fourteen  trout,  31b.  Miss  Baxton  is  also 
making  nice  baskets  of  trout  on  River  Shin.— McB. 
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South  of  Scotland.— The  Annan— Sea  fish  enter¬ 
ing’  this  river  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  over 
the  salmon  pass  at  Annan  Bridge.  Only  two  or  three 
inches  of  water  flows  down  the  salmon  ladder  this  week, 
and  salmon  cannot  possibly  get  up  above  the  tidal 
reaches. — The  Esk  has  not  given  much  sport,  but  a  few 
sea-trout  weighing  up  to  21b.  have  been  naught.  The 
best  catches  are  made  after  dark.  There  are  plenty  of 
sea-tront  in  the  lower  waters  and  up  to  Canonbie,  but 
above  that  portion  of  the  river  very  few  trout  are  in 
the  pools.  The  Dumfries  Cairn— This  river  is  very 
low,  and  little  sport  has  been  had  for  a  long  time. 
— The  Nith — Nothing  is  being  done  here,  and  most 
of  the  anglers  have  abandoned  angling  until  rain  comes. 
• — The  Galloway  Rivers — Angling  has  not  been  so 
wretchedly  poor  for  many  years.  On  every  stretch  of 
the  water  nothing  has  been  done  for  a  long  time.  A  few 
yellow  trout  have  been  killed  on  the  lochs  on  windy 
days. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Heavy  rainfalls  have  taken 
place,  but,  having  been  confined  to  certain  localities,  it 


has  not  in  the  least  affecfed  the  condition  of  the  water. 
The  river  is  in  a  very  filthy  state,  and  will  take  a  rare 
flood  to  clear  it.  Kelts  are  still  to  be  met  with,  which 
is  rather  remarkable  at  this  period  of  the  season.  On 
the  reach  at  Uraigellachie,  Mr.  Teacher,  Glasgow,  had 
a  nice  fish  of  101b.  the  other  day.  The  net  salmon  fish¬ 
ing  on  the  coast  is  keeping  up  pretty  well,  but  fish  show 
a  tendency  to  fall  off  in  quality. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Tongue,  Sutherland, 
N.B.). — Owing  to  the  long  continued  drought  the  lochs 
are  in  a  very  low  state,  otherwise  the  fishing  might  be 
much  better.  The  following  are  the  baskets  obtained 
during  last  week  :  Fishing  Loch  Craggie  on  Friday, 
June  2,  Mr.  Parker,  of  London,  killed  51b.  of  brown 
trout ;  on  Saturday,  71b.  of  trout  ;  on  Monday,  81b.  of 
trout ;  and  on  Tuesday,  61b.  of  trout  ;  on  Wednesday, 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Scomer,  fished  the  Kyle,  and  landed  six 
fine  sea  trout,,  weihhing  181b.,  heaviest  fish  scaled  4Jlb. 
On  the  same  waters,  Mr.  Matheson,  of  Braintree,  Essex, 
killed  three  sea  trout,  weighing  81b.  ;  Mr.  Parker, 
London,  caught  five  trout,  31b.,  on  Loch  Craggie.  On 


Thursday,  Mr.  Williams  made  a  basket  of  61b.  of  sea 
trout  on  tbe  Kyle ;  and  Mr.  Matheson,  three  sea  trout, 
weighing  51b.  :  Mr  Parker  killed  eleven  trout,  6Hb.,  on 
Loch  Craggie.  On  Friday,  on  Loch  Craggie,  Mr.  Parker 
killed  seven  trout,  weighing  51b. ;  and  on  Saturday, 
three  trout,  2.ilb. — J.  Y. 

Tiyeed,  Teviot,  &c. — Splendid  summer  weather 
still  prevails  all  along  the  vale  of  Tweedside.  Fishing 
is  prosecuted  under  the  greatest  difficulties,  and  only  on 
the  smaller  tributaries  can  any  sport  be  obtained.  On 
the  Tweed  and  Teviot  nothing  is  being  done  during  the 
day,  but  in  the  evening  a  few  nice  trout  have  been 
killed.  In  the  Yetholm  and  Morebattle  districts  some 
good  baskets  have  been  killed  lately.  The  best  takes 
since  last  report  are;  Mr.  T.  Cairns,  Morebattle,  111b., 
on  Bournerst  ;  Mr.  Adam  Armstrong,  lOflb. :  Mr.  John 
Young.  Morebattle,  2Jlb. :  Mr  W.  Scott,  Morebattle, 
2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Williams,  7ilb. ;  Mr.  J.  Hewitson,  61b. ;  Mr. 
J.  Young,  4jlb. ;  Mr.  James  Cuthbert.  4i^lb.  The  above 
takes  were  all  got  in  the  Bowmont  and  adjacent  streams. 
The  Whitadder  has  yielded  well  as  follows  ;  Rev.  A.  J.B 


"Tea  Time.” 

By  GORDON  STABLES,  M.D.,  C.M.,  R.N. 

{The  Leadenhall  Press.) 

“  Who  cannot  enjoy  a  good  cup  of  tea, 

Without  taste  or  reason  I’m  certain  must  he." 

OTHING  is  more  easy  to  remember,  than  that  tea  was  first 
introduced  into  England  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  sixteen 
hundred  and  sixty  something,  Charles  the  Second's  head  being 
the  uneasy  one  that  then  wore  the  crown ;  that  it  came  to  us  all 
the  way  from  Canton  in  China;  that  it  was  grown  somewhere 
near  there  in  gardens  and  plantations,  superintended  by  strange 
effeminate-looking  Coolies  wearing  impossible  hats,  and  carrying 
packets  of  tea  as  large  as  ice  chests;  tlmt  the  beauty  of  those  tea 
gardens  was  exceedingly  great:  that  the  skies  were  always  blue, 
the  birds  always  bright-winged  and  happy ;  that,  from  grottoes 
and  groves,  glimpses  could  be  caught  of  sunny  seas,  where  boats 
lay  motionless,  and  where  lovely  islands  seemed  to  be  hung  in  the 
very  sky  itself;  and  that  in  those  groves  and  grottoes  there 
always  sat,  or  lounged,  ladies  of  fairy-like  beauty,  with  triangular 
eyes  and  boots  no  bigger  than  walnut  shells. 

Probably  a  great  deal  of  the  schoolboy’s  tea  lore,  or  that  even 
of  tbe  schoolmaster  himself,  is  gathered  as  much  from  china  cups 
or  plates  of  the  t\illow  pattern,  as  from  books  themselves  ;  and 
probably,  too,  the  one  source  of  imformation  is  about  as  authen¬ 
tically  instrudtive  as  the  other. 

But  when  a  boy  leaves  school,  for  university  or  college,  he 
learns,  if  botany  be  a  branch  of  his  studies,  that  the  word  tea  is  a 
corruption  of  the  Chinese  Tsia,  or  Tcha,  Cha.  He  is  also  taught 
that  there  are  three  distinct  species  of  the  tea  plant,  all  belonging 
to  the  natural  family  Ternstromiacese,  namely,  Thea  viHdis,  or 
green  tea;  Thea  Bohea,  which  yields  the  black  tea;  and  Thea 
A.^sanie}isis,  which  gives  us  the  teas  of  India,  including  Assam. 
At  most  examinations  he  would  run  a  risk  of  being  plucked,  if  he 
boldly  asserted  that  there  was  only  one  species  of  the  tea  plant. 
And  yet  he  would  be  as  nearly  right  as  possible,  for  the  differences 
which  the  supposed  trio  of  tea  plants  exhibit,  are  probably  due  to 
the  influences  of  climate,  soil,  and  cultivation. 

From  this  tea  plant,  the  Thea  siiiei\sU^  we  obtain  onr  supply  of 
teas,  and  several  species  of  tea  are  offered  to  us,  notably  Chinese. 
Indian,  and  Ceylon.  We  want  the  best  tea  we  can  get  for  our 
money.  That  is  certain. 

Getting  the  very  best  tea  is  a  matter  that  concerns  our  health, 
for  tea  has  become  to  us  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  wo  drink 
it  morning  and  evening,  and  find  ourselves  refreshed  and  bene¬ 
fited  thereby.  It  smoothes  our  ruffled  nerves,  calms  excitement, 
and  gives  us  strength  to  battle  coolly  and  successfully  against  the 
worries  of  this  work-a-day  world. 

We  want  the  best  tea,  therefore,  that  we  can  get  for  our  money ; 
the  best.,  the  purest,  and  the  most  genuine.  Good  quality  is  a  sine 
qua  non.  It  is  by  this  we  will  judge  the  tea  more  than  by  its  price, 
its  appearance,  its  perfume,  the  respectability  of  the  firm  who 
vend  it,  or  the  country  it  comes  from. 

The  Dutch,  once  a  great  maritime  power,  were  perhaps  the 
first  to  bring  tea  to  our  country.  This  would  be  about  the  year 
1645  or  later.  But  it  was  known  to  the  English  East  ln<iia  Com¬ 
pany  some  thirty  or  forty  years  before  that.  However,  when 
first  brought  to  England  in  small  parcels,  it  was  readily  bought 
by  the  wealthy,  who  gave  from  five  to  ten  guineas  a  pound  for  it. 

We  find  it  recorded  that  the  East  India  Company  in  1664  pre¬ 
sented  His  Britannic  Majesty  with  two  pounds  of  tea.  It  is  to  be 
presumed,  by  the  way,  that  His  Majesty’s  cook  was  instructed  in 
the  right  way  of  making  this  beverage,  and  that  he  did  not  boil 
a  pound  of  tea,  strain  it,  and  serve  up  the  leaves  as  a  vegetable ! 
No,  he  could  not  have  done  this,  for  the  king  came  to  like  it,  and 
after  that  tea  began  to  get  fashionable ;  and  in  1667  we  find  the 


Company  directing  their  agent  at  Bantam  to  send  home  one 
hundred  pounds  of  the  best  he  could  procure. 

As  early  as  1610  tea  began  to  find ‘its  way  into  London  coffee¬ 
houses,  Garraway's  leading,  Pepys,  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
writes  in  his  diary,  “I  called  for  a  cup  of  tea,  a  Chinese  dririk 
which  I  had  never  before  tasted."  This  was  in  September  1661, 
and  at  that  time  there  was  a  duty  of  eighteenpence  levied  by  Act 
of  Parliament  on  every  gallon  of  the  infusion.  But  in  1689  this 
was  repealed,  and  an  excise  duty  of  five  shillings  in  the  pound 
was  levied  on  the  tea  itself. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  there  is  really  no  adulteration 
practised  on  Indian  or  Ceylon  teas  abroad.  The  Chinese,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  elevated  the  art  almost  into  a  science.  They  are 
adepts  at  the  work— professionals — most  skilled  and  learned 
manipulators. 

The  people  of  England  have  been  tea-drinkers  universally,  for 
considerably  over  two  hundred  years,  and  during  that  time  they 
certainly  have  not  degenerated  either  mentally  or  bodily.  Our 
women  are  still  the  fairest  of  the  fair,  our  men  still  as  brave  as 
brave  can  be  in  the  field ;  not  only  are  our  writers  and  artists 
still  as  clever,  and  our  statesmen  quite  as  able  as  in  the  good  old 
times,  but  genius  is  on  the  increase.  Our  tea-drinking  then  has 
certainly  not  lowered  us  as  a  nation.  Our  march  is  steadily  on¬ 
ward,  and  “Progress”  and  “Enlightenment"  are  the  words 
inscribed  on  our  banners. 

Other  peoples  and  countries  are  left  far  behind  us  in  the  race. 
Notably  the  Chinese,  one  of  the  most  ancient  races  on  the  face  of 
the  earth — so  ancient  indeed  that  it  seems  to  be  in  its  dotage; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Japanese,  who,  by  the  way,  are 
quite  as  fond  of  tea  as  a  beverage  as  the  Chinese  are,  have  taken 
up  our  cry  of  “Forward,  '  and  are  fast  following  in  our  wake. 
One  thing  at  least  must  be  said  in  favour  of  tea-drinking, — it  is 
conducive  to  sobriety;  it  thus  indirectly  tends  to  increase  the 
health  of  the  nation. 

But  it  is  the  effects  of  the  habit  of  tea-drinking  on  the 
individual  which  we  have  at  present  to  consider. 

The  cup  of  delicate  tea  that  we  so  love  to  sip,  after  or  before  the 
bracing  refreshing  plunge  in  the  morning  tub;  the  cup  that 
banishes  from  our  brains  the  lingering  shadows  of  the  night  that 
has  fled,  and  in  which  we  drown  the  last  faint  remembrance  of 
our  dreams;  do  we  do  wrong  to  drink  it? 

All  experience  goes  to  prove  that  good  tea,  drunk  judiciously 
and  in  moderation,  is  positively  beneficial  to  the  health.  It  would 
serve  no  useful  purpose  to  enter  minutely  into  the  physiological 
effects  of  tea  on  the  system;  suffice  it  to  say  that  they  depend 
chiefly  on  three  of  the  active  principles  or  constituents  of  the  leaf 
— (1)  the  volatile  oil ;  (2)  the  theine  ;  and  (3)  the  tannin. 

A  cvp  of  tea  at  early  mom.  Do  you  indulge  in  such  a  luxury, 
reader?  Ido.  And  my  servant  knows  how  to  make  it;  knows 
the  exact  amount  of  the  herb  to  put  into  the  tiny  teapot  (the  herb 
itself  is  the  most  fragrant  and  best),  the  exact  amount  of  sugar, 
and  the  exact  proportion  of  sweetest  cream.  1  give  the  signal  for 
infusion  ere  I  get  into  my  cold  bath,  and  by  the  time  1  have  done 
and  enrobed  myself,  the  salver  stands  on  the  mat.  Just  the 
tiniest  milk  biscuit  is  all  that  is  needed  as  fitting  accompaniment, 
and  no  better  beginning  could  possibly  be  made  to  a  day.  There 
is  a  deal  of  virtue  in  a  cup  of  tea  at  early  mom. 

The  question  how  to  get  good  wholesome  tea  is  really  one  of 
paramount  importance  to  those  who  love  the  most  comforting  of 
all  luxuries,  and  have  a  due  regard  for  their  health.  What  is 
wanted  is  really  good,  well-blended,  and  well-fiavoured  tea,  at 
what  considering  its  high  quality,  is  a  reasonable  price. 

There  is  as  much  difference  between  drinking  bad,  worthless,  or 
adulterated  tea.  and  drinking  the  genuine  unadulterated  article, 
as  there  is  between  bad  health  and  good. 

Bad  or  inferior  tea,  as  every  housewife  or  mother  of  a  family 
knows,  gives  all  its  strength  to  the  first  water.  It  won’t  stand 
the  addition  of  more  boiling  water;  the  second  cup  is  a  mere 


sham,  dish-water,  or  what  you  will.  The  reason  of  this  is  that 
the  leaf  quite  expands  as  soon  as  the  first  boiling  water  is  poured 
upon  it,  and  if  you  want  a  second  good  cup  you  have  to  add  more  tea. 

It  is  not  every  person  who  understands  how  to  make  a  cup  of 
tea  well.  It  is  very  easy,  however,  to  do  so  when  one  knows  how 
to  do  it. 

Having  been  fortunate  enough  to  secure  some  fine,  fragrant, 
unadulterated  tea,  we  must  see  that  it  is  kept  in  an  air-tight 
canister. 

Before  the  water  has  come  to  the  boil  the  teapot  should  be  well 
warmed,  and  the  tea  put  in.  It  may  then  stand  for  a  short  time 
on  the  hob,  until  the  water  boils,  when — 

The  tea  should  at  once  be  made.  We  heat  the  teapot  in  order  to 
conserve  all  the  caloric  in  the  boiling  water.  We  make  the  tea  as 
soon  as  the  water  comes  to  the  boil,  because  good  tea  can  only  be 
made  with  freshlv  boiling  water,  not  boiling  water  that  has  been 
boiled  before,  or  has  been  kept  boiling  too  long.  Boiled  water  is 
flat  because  it  is  non-aerated,  that  is  the  “why  and  the 
wherefore." 

Servants  want  to  be  drilled  to  this,  or  their  heads  drilled  and 
the  truth  rammed  into  them!  A  worse  fault  than  even  this  is 
making  tea  with  water  that  has  gone  off  the  boil,  which  servants 
often  do. 

Tbe  best  tea  is  spoiled  by  this  treatment.  Carbonate  of  soda 
should  never  be  used  to  draw  the  tea. 

It  is  best  to  pour  on  all  the  water  that  is  wanted,  for  the  first 
cup  at  all  events,  at  once,  and  not  merely  “  wet"  the  tea  as  it  is 
popularly  called 

It  is  a  mistake  to  add  fresh  tea  to  that  which  has  already  been 
made  by  way  of  getting  stronger,  and  yet  we  constantly  hear  the 
remark  made:  “  Put  a  little  more  tea  in  the  pot."  If  more  tea, 
or  stronger  tea,  is  wanted,  it  ought  to  be  made  in  another  teapot, 
and  a  spare  one  often  comes  in  handy. 

How  long  should  tea  drawl  From  five  to  seven  minutes 
,  according  to  the  kind  of  tea  and  the  character  of  the  water. 

Invalids  and  people  with  delicate  stomachs  (and  everybody  else 
for  that  matter)  ought  to  be  most  careful  to  obtain  tea  of  superior 
excellence,  and  ought  to  attend  rigidly  to  the  plan  of  making  a 
cup  of  good  tea,  which  we  have  just  been  endeavouring  to 
explain. 

I  Sugar  and  milk,  or  cream,  are  merely  accessories,  and  may  be 
added  in  quantity  according  to  taste.  Some  people  like  tea 
without  either  milk  or  sugar.  Others  again  will  tell  you  that 
milk  in  tea  is  just  as  good  as  cream.  We  ourselves  prefer  cream 
for  this  reason ;  owing  to  its  oily  nature  it  retains  the  volatile 
oil,  which  would  otherwise  escape  in  the  steam.  The  sugar  ought 
to  be  the  best  white  lump,  and  the  cream,  creme  de  la  creme,  fresh 
and  pure  and  hardly  a  day  old. 

Douglas  Jerrold  says:  “Of  the  social  influence  of  tea,  in 
truth,  upon  the  masses  of  the  people  in  this  country,  it  is  not  very 
easy  to  say  too  much.  It  has  civilised  brutish  and  turbulent 
homes,  saved  the  drunkard  from  his  doom,  and  to  many  a 
mother,  who  would  else  indeed  have  been  most  wretched  and 
most  forlorn,  it  has  given  cheerful,  peaceful  thoughts  that  have 
sustained  her.  Its  work  among  us  in  England  and  elsewhere,  ay, 
throughout  the  civilised  world,  has  been  humanising,  good.  Its 
effect  has  been  upon  us  all  something  socially  healthful;  some¬ 
thing  that  is  peaceful,  gentle,  and  hearty." 

Blessed  tea  I  may  its  influence  ever  extend. 

The  Mazawattee  teas  are  pure,  delicate  in  flavour,  and  not 
adulterated.  I  have  tasted  and  tested  specimens  of  all. 

Good  teas  are  cheap  at  any  price.  The  Mazawattee  tea  at  two 
shillings  and  fourpence  per  lb.  is  ambrosial,  while  that  at  two 
shillings  and  tenpence  is  delicious,  refreshing,  and  of  pure 
quality ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  those  at  one  shilling  and 
tenpence  and  two  shillings.  The  Mazawattee  tea  at  four  shillings 
is  so  good  that  I  am  keeping  it  for  “  at  homes"  and  my  own 
private  cup. 


The  Mazawattee  Teas  are  Sold  by  Specially  Appointed  Agents^  Leading  Family  Grocers,  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  at  Is.  lOcZ.,  2s.,  2s.  4id.,  2s.  lOtZ.,  and  4s.  per  lb. 


W.  EVANS’ 

REA.L  HARRIS’S  TWEED 

FISHING  SHIT, 

Including  Norfolk  Jacket,  Waistcoat,  and  Knicker* 
bockeis  with  Box  Cloth  Continuations,  £i  43. 

“  M’c  hare  seen  some  highly 
eatisjactoru  examples  of  their 
style,  and  fUting,  and  Jor  such 
high’class  work  their  prices 
appear  to  be  exceedingly  mode- 
rate.  As  regai'ds  quality  of 
material  and  voritty  of  pat¬ 
tern,  the  most fadidions  cannot 
■posyiltly  find  )ault.”  —  Lund 
and  Water. 

rnsolicited  testimonials  and 
repent  orders  are  also  boinc: 
rei’eived  daily  from  all  parts  of 
the  Kingdom  for  our 

to  order,  at  U’s.  Gd.,  and 

Bxxirrs^ 

to  order,  at  X3  .is. 

In  Tweeds,  Cheviots.  Home¬ 
spuns.  and  Hlu«j  Serines. 
From  nn  ohl  suit,  us  guuW,  we 
(iUarantBe  a  perfect  fit. 
Gentlemen  sre  invited  to  in- 
Fpt'Otour  New  Summur  Mateilds 
when  In  town,  or  to  write  for 
patt^rne,  wbioh  are  sent 
Ftaticg  colours  prefered. 

W.  SVAXYS, 

Hlflh-olaEa  Tailor, 

7?,  OBEAT  POBTLAND  A'T’,  • 
(EtUb.  January,  iKti. 

ClMt'prosimlt'ylto  tsugham  Qolal  and  0xf9rd-«lrouj8. 


OBSERVE!! 

We  can  save  you  in  many  things  as  much  as  per  cnit.  Call  or  send  for  our  full  detailed  Price 
List  (free  by  post),  and  be  convinced.  Eepeatedly  recommended  by  the  •'  Fishing  Gazette,”  “Land 
and  Water,”'  “  Angling,”  “  Fishing,”  &c. 

Specialities  in  Bods.— Our  “  Prize”  Eoach  Eod,  London  made  (as  supplied  for  the  “Imperial" 
Cup  Competition),  18  feet,  warranled first  class  quality  throughout,  division  bag.  2Zs.  6d.  Our  “  Marvel  ” 
Fly  Hod.  real  Greenheart,  four  joints,  brazed,  tapered  butt,  winch  littings,  in  hag,  9s.  Our 
'•  Fo.vourite”  Bottom  and  Jack  Eod,  best  Hickory,  four  joints,  brazed,  with  extra  stout  jack  top  (will 
kill  heavv  fish),  in  bag,  10s.  6d. 

Specialities  in  Keels.— Polished  Brass,  IJ  inch,  l.s. ;  2  inch,  ls.3d. ;  2|  inch.  Is.  6d.  The 
‘•Archer,”  cheapest  metal  reel  ever  made,  nickel  plated,  Nottingham  action,  with  Jino  guard  and 
drier,  2  inoh.  Is.  6d. ;  2i  inch.  Is.  Dd.  Nottingham  Heels,  with  removable  check,  3  inch,  Is. ;  31  inch, 
5s. ;  4  inch,  6s.  6d.  :  41  inch,  7s. 

Specialities  in  Lines.— Our  “  Marvel”  Silk  Line,  irarranhY/ pure,  and  plaited  (not  twisted), 
consequently  won't  kink.  Extra  tine  for  rotich,  30  yards,  71d. :  50  yufd.s,  lOd. ;  tine,  30  yards,  Dd.; 
40  yards,  is'.;  medium.  .'lO  yards.  Is.  51d. ;  7.5  yards,  ‘Is.  “Id.;  100  yards.  2a  lid.;  stout.  50  yards, 
2s.  Id.;  75  yards,  3s.  lid.;' 100  y.anis,  4s.  “d.  Finest  I’rtiidcd  Waterproof  Silk,  extra  tine.  Is.  6<1. 
per  seorc  ;  line.  Is.  9(1,  senre;  liiedium.  2s,  score;  stmit,  2s.  ltd.  score.  .Taek  Lines,  waterproof, 
“  Spot,"  very  strong,  7d.  per  score.  Best  Plaited  Hemp  (tunned),  strongest  line  we  sell,  !)d.  per  score 
(will  not  twist). 

Specialities  in  Hooks  (on  Gtlt),— Best  Hooks,  on  host  gut,  .5d,  dozen ;  host  hooks  on  fine 
gut,  Cd.  ilozcn ;  best  hooks  oti  llncst  drawn  gut  (uttr  “  Cobweb  ”),  9d.  dozen ;  best  hooks  on  best  hair, 
Cd.  per  dozen. 

Specialities  in  Gnt  Bottoms.— l.  '2,  or  3  yards.  Good  strong.  Id.  per  yard;  host  tapered, 
lid,  per  yurrt  ;  llncst  drawn  “Cobweb.”  3d.  per  yard. 

'Specialities  in  Flies  -Good  Trout  iind  Daee,  Is,  dozen,  or  Is.  .3d,  per  dozen  to  own  patterns; 
very  best  ditto  (split  wings).  2b.  dozen  (dressed  by  a  oraek  lly  liBhermaii).  Agonis  fur  Hichardson’s 
Patent  Files,  with  r.al  wings— ama  klllora  on  any  water,  3u,  dozen, 

Specialities  In  Traces,  Ledgrers,  and  Baternosters.— Onr  “Rpeclur'  Steel  Wire,  six 
tlmeH  tho  strength  of  gut.  Enormously  strong,  very  durable,  Ud.  iind  Is,  each. 

Wontf  and  Benttes  I'/ipt  in  itoei;,  City  A^att)/or  llio  “  H’eWi  Harp"  Fishery,  Ilaulvn, 

HENRY  RICHARDSON  «Si:  CO.,  “Ye  Pluckie  Percho/’ 

Wo  aye  the  neares:  Taoklo  Maker's  to  Lii'erpool  Btyeet,  Mootgato  Street,  and  Br'tfad  Styeet  Stations, 


Babbit,  Sheep,  and  Flsbing  Netting ;  Booling  Felts 
TsrpBuUnge ;  Fancy  Horse  Suitings,  Loin  Cloths,  Drlvlni 
Aprons,  Driving  Bands,  Ao.  Bsnd  for  Illustrated  Cata¬ 
logue  and  samples  (post  free)  to  AKouiw  FoTTin, 
Uelboumt  Works,  Wolverhampton,  and  London  Works, 
Reading.  Maker  to  B.U.  tbe  Queen  and  H.B.H.  the 
t^lnbe  of  Wales.  Awarded  10  Ctold  end  SUrer  Uedsls. 
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NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALET'S  TACKLE  A  PLY  PflCCH, 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping'  Casts,  Plies,  and  Hooks,  and  though  holding 
a  large  quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room  in  the  pocket,  and  having 
turned  down  leather  flaps,  always  keeps  [closed.  It  has  solid  leather  backs  and 
waterproof  vegetable  leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size,  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size,  2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all 
Fishing  Tackle  Dealers,  or 

wii-liam:  birket, 

LCRD  STREET.  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Agents :  S.  ALLCOCK  and  CO,,  Kedditch. 


THE  ROSSES  FISHERY,  DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL 

'WKITE  AND  BROWN  TROUT  RISUrNG. 


See  my  announcement, page  iii.,  “WHITAKEE";  page  xxxii., 

,  “IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEAR  BOOK";  page  ii.,  “  A.B.C. 
GUIDE";  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,"  &c. 


Telegrams-SELPHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 
And  SPORTSMEN 
Garerally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec¬ 
tion  as  possible. 


CHOICE  OF  PATTERNS 


Gentlemen' s  21  /•  Suit  Length 

other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TYVEEDS  at  17  6  ami  19  3 
suit  lengths,  wliieli  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
BuitablUty. 


ri'HIIS  FISHING  comprises  ovor  one  humlred  Lakes.  In  all  these  there  are  an  abundance  of 
I  Brown  Trout.  Seven  or  eight  of  the  largest  L^kes  are  full  of  White  Trout.  At  the  proper 
season,  from  '20th  .)uly  to  end  of  September,  White  Trout  are  caught  up  to  51b.  and  over.  'Pwenty-six 
miles  from  Letterkenny  and  Stranorlar  Stations.  A  Mall  Car  at  very  moderate  faros  runs  to  and 
from  the  latter  Station  daily.  There  is  very  comfortable  accommodation  to  be  bad  in  the  Xovn\  of 
Dungloe. 

30  -  pex*  nraon.^!^;  lO  -  pex* 

TEN  BOATS  ON  THE  LAKES;  5  -  PER  DAY.  MAN  AND  BOAT. 

The  Sea  Fishing  is  excellent,  and  there  is  good  Seal  and  Rook  Pigeon  Shooting. 

For  Further  Particulars  Apply  to 

Mr.  HANLON,  C  P.S.,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  itc. 
Autksian  Well  Wateu.  Electuic  Light  thkol-ghoi’T. 

Moderate  Tariff.  Table  d’lTote,  6  to  S. 

Weddinq  Receptions,  Regimental  and  Private  Dinners,  &c, 

YACHTING  &FISHIN6  NORFOLK  BROADS 

YACUXS  for  MIRE.  List,  witli  fuU  description,  on  application.  | 


Est.  1818. 

Ten  Prize  Medoli. 


TEE  SFOSTUAE’S  VADB  MECTTBI, 

HEERINQ’S 


Qold  Medali, 
Parli,  1878, 
London,  1884 


ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 


FETEB  r.  HEEKZlira, 

Porreyor  by  Appointment!  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courta  and  H.R.H*  the  Prlnoe  of  Welea. 
Sold  by  aU  respeotabie  Wine  Merohants. 


SALMON  FLIES  AND  GOT  CASTS. 

Little  &  CO.  are  now  showing 
a  largo  and  varied  Stock  of 
Magnificent  SPRING  SALMON 
FLIES,  tall  dressed  by  first-class 
workmen. 

LITTLE  &  CO.  make  a  speciality  of 
SINGLE  GUT  SALMON  CASTS  of  the 


finest  quality.  Each  oast  being  tested  and  carefully  examined,  they 
can  with  confidence  recommend  them  to  all  salmon  fishers. 


A.  J.  ETJDD  (late  C.  J.  Greene),  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 


A  call  is  respectfully  invUed  to  inspect  the  large  stock,  lUustraied  catalogue  post  froe^  3  stamps. 


54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 

Every  Information  as  to  Fishing  Grounds  given  to  Customers. 


G.  LITTLE  &  GO.,  63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


The  Anglers’  Waterproofers, 

_  3*7  _ 

QUEEN  VICTok  STREET, 

LONDON,  E.C. 


THE  IMPROVED  ‘SUCKLAND’  FISHISilG 

WATERPROOFS. 
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-  NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  eveiy  Saturday, 
and^  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H  Smith  and 
Son’s  Kailway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News¬ 
agents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  E.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  »will  be  taken  of  such  com¬ 
munications. 


^ei*ms  of  SubBoi'lp'tlons 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dnnstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  .  10s.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub¬ 
scription,  including  postage...  .  12s.  6d. 


Ad'vex’tilsem.enta. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dnnstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address. — “EIVSAM,  London.’’ 
TELEPHONE  No  2679. 


—  mt  — 

,JisMn0  (SaM^ 

WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  24.th,  1893. 


TERCENTENARY  OF  THE  BIRTH 
OF  JZAAK  WALTON. 


To  THE  Editor  OF  THE  “Times.” 


Sir. — There  is  a  very  general  feeling  among 
anglers  and  lovers  of  Walton  that  the  800  h 
anniversary  of  his  birth  at  Stafford,  on  August  9 
nest,  should  be  commemorated. 

The  Mayor  of  Stafford  has  taken  up  the  matter 
heartily,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  preside  at  a 
bancjuet  in  or  near  London,  at  which  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  principal  angling  societies  and 
O'. hers  interested  will  he  present.  I  think  that 
we  anglers  of  the  nineteenth  century  should  also 
mark  the  occasion  by  something  more  permanent 
than  a  banquet,  and  I  wrote  to  the  rector  of  St. 
Dunstan’s  asking  if  he  would  be  willing  to  have 
some  memorial  of  Walton  either  in  or  outside  his 
church.  I  am  delighted  to  say  that  the  rector, 
the  Rev.  William  Martin,  replies  as  follows  : 

“  St.  Dunstan’s  Vestry,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 

“June  12,  1898. 

“  My  Dear  Mr.  Marston,- — I  cordially  approve 
of  your  suggestion,  and  1  am  very  grateful  to  you 
for  writing  to  me  about  it.  I  should  consider  it 
a  great  honour  to  St.  Dunstan’s  Church  to  have 
some  memorial  in  it  of  Izaak  Walton. 

“  A"ery  sincerely  yours, 

“  Wm.  iLARTlN.” 


St.  Alary’s  Church  at  Stafford,  where  he  was 
born,  has  a  marble  bust  of  Walton,  and,  thanks 
to  a  suggestion  first  made  in  the  Times,  we  have 
a  statue  of  him  in  Winchester  Cathedral,  where 
he  is  buried.  Surely  London,  where  he  lived  and 
where  his  “  Compleat  Angler,”  and  his  admirable 
biographies  of  Donne,  Wotton,  Hooker,  Herbert, 
and  Sanderson  were  published,  should  have  some 
memorial  of  him ;  and  since  the  rector  of  St. 
Dunstan’s  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  vestryman 
(the  records  of  which  contain  the  entries  of  the 
births  and  deaths  of  seven  of  Walton’s  children), 
so  warmly  welcomes  the  suggestion,  I  feel  sure  we 
shall  see  it  carried  out. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AIarston, 

Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

P.S. — T  am  glad  to  hear  from  Dr.  James  A. 
Henshall,  who  has  charge  of  Ihe  angliner  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Chicago  Exhibition,  that  American 
anglers  are  also  preparing  to  celebrate  the  ter¬ 
centenary  of  Walton’s  birth. 

[We  hope  shortly  to  give  some  further 
particulars  in  connection  with  this  matter. — En.] 


FLY-FISHING  IN  THE  TEME. 

{Gontinued  from  page  434 ) 

By  Francis  T.  B.  Hurly. 


The  Alay-fiy  comes  on  heavily’  on  the  Teme,  but 
I  have  never  done  exceptionally  well  with  it  my¬ 
self,  although  I  have  made  fair  baskets  with  a 
small  hackle  sunk  May-fly,  and  with  a  Wickham, 
dry,  while  it  was  on. 

it  is  chiefly  from  the  end  of  June  to  the  close 
of  the  summer  that  the  dry  fly  is  so  useful  for 
Trout.  On  the  hot  days,  when  the  only  moving 
fi-ih  to  be  fountl  are  in  shady  nooks  and  corners, 
and  deeper,  stiller  water,  close  into  the  opposite 
bank,  it  is  po>sible  to  get  fish  with  a  dry  fly 
which  will  not  look  at  it  wet.  Again,  in  ti  e 
evening,  after  a  blazing  day,  when  the  fish  begin 
to  move,  it  is  a  veritable  charm. 

When  you  fish  the  same  water  regularly  all 
through  the  season,  you  naturally  get  to  know 
several  fish  which  you  have  seen  lise,  and 
perhaps  tried,  perhaps  risen,  but  more  often  at 
first  put  down  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  are 
generally  in  some  out  of  the  way  haunt  very 
difficult  to  get  at,  and  it  is  not  until  you  have 
found  out  by  one  or  two  unsuccessful  essays  how 
to  approach  them  without  putting  them  down, 
and  then  the  best  way  to  get  your  fly  to  them, 
that  you  have  any  chance  at  all. 

When  I  was  able  to  fish  the  Teme  regularly,  I 
made  a  point  of  spotting  such  fish,  and  always 
had  several  “  old  friends  ”  with  whom  to  try  a 
tassel  of  wits.  The  capture  of  one  of  these  was 
the  greatest  possible  1  riumpb,  involving  a  long 
study  of  his  haunt,  to  say  nothing  of  such  trifles  as 
getting  over  one’s  waders  on  several  previous  occa¬ 
sions,  and  o'tcnof  breaking  off  boughs,  &c  ,  which 
prevented  you  getting  a  fly  to  him.  But  the 
sweets  of  capture  at  last  amply  repay  such  pains; 
besides,  these  old  friends  come  in  very  useful 
when  there  is  nothing  whatever  moving;  you  can 
always  have  a  try  for  them. 

One  old  friend,  in  particular,  I  shall  always 
remember.  He  was,  without  exception,  the  most 
obdurate  and  eccentric  fish  that  ir,  has  been  my 
lot  to  come  across.  I  knew  of  him  for  two  whole 
seasons,  and  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  was 
the  same  fish.  Times  out  of  mind  I  had  seen  him 
rising  steadily,  and  had  tried  him  with  everything 
1  knew,  and  at  all  times  ;  but  never,  never  got  a 
rise  out  of  him.  Nor  was  I  alone.  Others  had 
tried  him,  and  with  the  same  result.  Besides 
this,  he  was  quite  easy  to  get  at,  for,  although  he 
rose  in  a  deepish  stream  close  into  the  bank,  the 
casting  behind  was  quite  free  and  open.  I  think 
the  secret  of  the  difficulty  lay  in  a  large  stone  just 
above,  and  round  which  the  water  flowed  fast, 
carrying  the  fly,  if  you  did  not  know  the  place,  a 
foot  or  two  to  the  side  of  the  fish.  Again,  just 
below,  a  bramble  bush  came  down  to  the  water, 
so  that  it  was  necessary  to  flick  the  fly’  off  almost 
immediately,  for  fear  of  being  hung  up,  and 
doubtless  this  frequently  scared  him  and  put  him 
down.  But  this  was  not  all,  for  T  found  out  how 
to  get  at  him,  and  had  had  a  fly  right  over  his 
nose  many  limes.  Hi.s  capture  w’as  on  this  wise. 


One  hot  day  a  friend  and  myself  had  fished  up 
from  Ashford,  and  had  done  very  little,  when  we 
decided  to  have  lunch  a  short  distance  below  iny 
fish.  After  discussing  our  sandwiches  and  having 
arrived  at  the  tobacco  stage,  I  bethought  me  of 
him,  and  I  told  my  companion  that  I  could  show 
him  a  good  fish,  but,  I  added,  “I  am  sure  you 
w’on’t  catch  him.”  As  it  turned  out  this  was  a 
true  prophecy.  We  waded  up  below  the  fish, 
and  having  my  rod  ready.  I  said  I  would  just 
show  him  where  he  was.  Casting  off  my  line  in 
the  air  until  enough  was  out,  I  dropped  a  little 
Red  Quill  well  up  above  the  stone,  slackening 
immediately  to  prevent  it  dragging.  “Now,”  I 
said,  “  that  ought  to  go  right  over  him.”  The 
words  were  hardly  out  of  my  mouth  when 
there  was  a  boil.  “You’ve  got  him,”  from 
my  friend  excitedly — and  I  had.  A  pound 
and  three-quarters  he  weighed,  and,  from  his 
length,  should  have  been  over  two  pounds. 
Curiously  enough  almost  immediately  afterwards 
there  came  on  one  of  the  most  terrific  thunder¬ 
storms  that  I  have  ever  been  out  in.  Possibly 
the  fact  that  he  took  at  such  a  time  was  part  of 
his  peculiarity’.  His  capture,  I  need  hardly  say, 
gave  me  the  liveliest  satisfaction,  considering  how 
often  he  had  rejected  my’  snares  and  foiled  my 
efforts  ;  the  only  thing  I  regretted  was  that  I  had 
been  so  inhospitable  as  to  catch  him  myself,  after 
I  had  made  my  friend  the  generous  offer  to  put 
him  on  a  fish. 

1  think  the  moral  of  this  incident  is  that  it 
is  impossible  to  say  when  fish  will  take,  or  to 
dogmatise  on  conditions  of  atmosphere  or  water, 
and  no  state  of  weather  is  so  bad  as  to  be  hope¬ 
less.  We  may  have  learnt  a  good  d.^1,  and 
besides  what  we  have  culled  for  ourselves  have 
the  experiences  and  observation  of  past  and 
present  fishermen  to  guide  us,  but  the  combined 
wisdom  of  ancient  and  modern  has  not  quite  gob 
to  the  bottom  of  the  genus  trout.  For  my  own 
part  I  think  this  is  by  no  means  to  be  deplored, 
for  it  leaves  us  scope  to  enjoy  the  first  pleasures 
of  the  sport,  by  adding  a  little  here  and  a  little 
there  to  our  stock  of  knowledge  on  the  subject, 
and  to  our  fish-catching  powers.  In  this  respi-ot  I 
opine  angling  is  a  more  intellectual  form  of  sport 
than  any  other,  and  less  mechanical ;  there  are 
the  fish,  and  there  the  fisher,  who  may  be  a  first- 
rate  one,  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  he  can 
always  catch  them.  In  other  sport,  given  these 
conditions,  and  the  result  is,  to  a  much  greater 
extent,  a  certainty.  “  Live  and  learn”  is  one  of  the 
angler’s  best  mottoes,  and  next  to  this,  “  Never 
despair,”  i.e.,  if  we  love  fishing  for  the  sake  of 
fishing,  which  by  no  means  necessarily  implies 
making  big  bags,  or  even  respectable  ones,  on  all 
occasions.  For  is  it  nob  the  disappointments  and 
bad  days  that  cast  such  a  delicious  halo  about 
the  good  ones ;  while  we  feed  on  the  good 
ones  ill  memory,  and  they  serve  to  keep  up  that 
indomitable  keenness  which  no  bad  luck  can 
dissipate  for  long?  Half  the  fun  of  fishing,  I 
think,  we  enjoy  in  anticipation ;  nob  all  the 
other  half,  but  a  great  deal  of  it,  long  afterwards. 
Good  days  are  very  nice,  and  necessary  occa¬ 
sionally,  but  it  is  not  a  bad  thing  that  they 
should  be  such  ‘  glorious  uncertainties.”  And 
so  we  peg  away  in  hope,  and,  taking  fish  or 
not  taking  them,  can  at  least  learn  something, 
and  revel  in  the  sweet i  of  nature ;  diaw  in  sweet 
country  air,  listen  to  the  lowing  kine,  or  the 
sharp  bark  of  the  collie  in  the  distant  meadows, 
as  the  stillness  of  the  summer  evening  is  made 
stiller  in  contrast  to  the  gentle  ripple  of  the 
stream,  while  the  high  banks  rise  on  either  hand, 
and  the  trees  form  a  verdant  canopy  above.  It 
is  thus,  shut  in  and  alone  with  nature,  that  we 
can  feel  her  influence,  and  see  her  in  her  love¬ 
liest  guise.  Let  us  tread  softly  round  the  corner. 
What  is  that  in  the  water  below  ?  It  is  another 
fisher — a  fisher  who  is  wading,  bnt  not  in  waders, 
and  fishing  with  a  rod  made  by  nature.  Let  us 
keep  still,  and  watch  him,  and  admire  his  pearl 
grey  plumage.  Tbe  stream  is  carrying  your  line 
down  straight  and  taut,  and  if  you  gently  raise 
the  rod  point  there  will  be  no  danger  of  hooking  in 
that  moss-grown  stone.  ’Tis  right,  but  there  is 
a  sudden  splash  and  gleam  of  yellow,  and  a 
whirring  of  the  reel.  It  was  lucky  for  you  the 
line  was  free  to  run,  for  yon  never  caught  a  fish 
hy  a  greater  fluke  in  your  life.  The  other  fisher 
rises  with  startled  flaps  of  those  great  grey  wings  ; 
he  is  doubtless  jealous  of  your  undeserved  success, 
as  well  as  alarmed  by  tho  frisky  half-pounder  as 
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he  throws  himself  out  of  the  water.  Well,  the 
charm  is  broken,  and  as  the  fish  seem  inclined  to 
take,  let  us  dream  no  more,  but  to  work.  How  sweet 
are  such  memories,  and  unalloyed  with  sorrows 
and  regret  which  taint,  alas,  most  other  of  life’s 
sweetest  joys.  Men  who  do  not  fi-sh  may  sneer 
at  our  enthusiasm  for  wliat  they  regard  as  dull 
and  uninteresting,  wanting  in  excitement,  and 
demanding,  as  is  commonly  supposed,  an  un¬ 
bounded  stock  of  patience.  Well,  cliaeun  a  son 
gout.  Let  us  be  content  that  we  can  appreciate 
the  charm  and  revel  in  the  aftertaste. 

Many  such  memories  does  the  Teme  afford 
me.  I  remember  one  red-letter  day,  or  rather 
evening,  when  I  think  the  fish  were  positively 
not  responsible  for  their  actions  —  so  madly 
anxious  were  they  to  devour  everything  in  the 
shape  of  a  fly.  The  rise  came  on  about  half  past 
seven,  one  evening  about  the  end  of  June.  It 
had  been  hot  and  glaring  all  day,  and  I  had  done 
very  little.  I  had  thought  of  going  back  before 
the  evening.  But  for  once  my  good  genius  in¬ 
spired  me  to  stay.  When  they  did  begin,  they 
simply  took  everything  and  everywhere.  I  had 
no  notion  there  were  so  many  trout  in  the  river 
as  the  rises  all  round  proved.  For  perhaps  an 
hour  1  was  simply  hooking,  playing,  losing,  and 
unhooking  fish  as  fast  as  I  could,  jfy  basket — 
a  small  one — was  soon  full,  and  then  they  were 
Ihrown  up  on  the  bank  and  left  as  I  went  on. 
Then  they  slackened  off,  and,  although  doubtless 
I  might  have  caught  more  if  I  had  stuck  to  it 
white  the  light  lasted,  I  had  had  enough,  and  was 
dead  tired,  and  so  reeled  up  and  collected  the 
spoil,  which  filled  a  large  landing  net  and  all 
available  pockets  besides  my  basket.  As  I  had 
a  three  mile  walk  home  up  hills  and  across  fields, 
with  not  far  short  of  twenty  pounds  of  fish  to 
carry,  and  had  had  nothing  to  eat  since  9  a.m. 
in  the  morning  but  a  packet  of  sandwiches,  it 
took  me  all  my  time  to  get  home.  But  such  days 
are  not  to  be  looked  for  always.  Indeed  it  has 
not  been  my  fortune  to  drop  on  anything  so  good 
since.  For  one  such  day,  how  many  can  we 
count  when  everything  went  wrong  and  crooked, 
or  when  the  fish  would  look  at  nothing,  and  that 
pleasantest  of  burdens  on  our  backs  was  all  too 
light,  and  the  grip  of  the  shoulder-strap  much 
too  easy  to  betoken  a  good  day,  as  we  turn  our 
steps  homeward  in  the  twilight  ?  Echo  answers 
“  How  many 

Let  me  add  a  few  words  as  to  streams  about 
Ludlow  First,  there  is  the  Teme.  I  have  spoken 
of  the  Ludford  Park  water.  Between  this  and 
Tenbury  the  water  is  all  private  and  strictly 
preserved  down  to  the  Swan  Hotel  water,  which 
may  be  fished  by  staying  at  the  hotel,  and  is,  I 
believe,  very  good,  at  any  rate  for  grayling  later 
in  the  season.  I  have  never  fished  it  myself, 
although  I  went  there,  intending  to  stay  a  day  or 
two,  as  I  had  no  more  time  to  spare,  last  summer, 
but  the  river  came  down  so  thick  the  morning 
following,  that  I  packed  up  and  left. 

^  Above  Ludlow  is  the  Ony,  which  flows  into  the 
Teme  at  Bromfield,  while  the  Corve  flows  into  the 
Teme  just  at  Ludlow.  Both  are  delightful  little 
streams,  with  plenty  of  trout  and  grayling  in 
them,  but  the  litter  probably  predominates. 
Between  Ludlow  and  Tenbury  is  the  Ledwyche — 
full  of  trout,  but  with  hardly  any  grayling,  which 
is  a  good  thing  than  otherwise,  as  the  trout 
in  it  are  very  fine  and  numerous.  Although 
a  small  stream,  fish  up  to  three-quarters  of  a 
pound,  and  frequently  over,  are  quite  common. 
The  unfortunate  part  of  it  is,  that,  with  one  or 
two  notable  exceptions,  where  the  fishing  is  looked 
after,  it  is  terribly  overgrown.  I  have  myself 
hooked  fish  where  there  was  not  more  than  three 
or  four  yards  to  cast  in,  and  had  to  laud 
him  with  the  point  of  the  rod  sticking  a  foot  or 
more  up  in  hazel  boughs  and  brambles,  in  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  having  my  rod  and  tackle  broken, 
for  the  fish  are  good  ones.  Of  course  many  are 
necessarily  lost.  The  only  comfort  is  that,  unlike 
Teme  trout,  which  take  a  lot  of  catching,  those 
in  the  Ledwyche  are,  without  exception,  the 
easiest  to  catch  and  most  unsophisticated  that 
it  is  possible  to  imagine.  Perhaps  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  the  water,  which  prevent  you  getting  at 
them,  may  account  for  it,  and  in  such  places  they 
are  very  seldom  tried  for.  The  Kyre  is  another 
nice  little  stream,  while  about  Leominster  are 
the  Lugg  and  the  Arrow ;  the  former  of  these 
contains  very  good  fish  ;  the  latter  I  do  not  know. 
The  whole  district  teams  with  streams  and  fish. 


Many  of  the  pleasantest  days  of  my  life  have  been 
spent  rod  in  hand  on  their  banks ;  and,  among 
my  ambitions  and  aspirations,  the  hope  of  spend¬ 
ing  many  more  is  not  the  least. 


TEE  .\NGfJN(;  SECTION  AT  THE 
WORLD’S  FAIR. 

{Continued  from  fage  453  ) 

By  a  Correspondent  in  CuiCAtio. 


Saving  the  English  exhibits  already  dealt  with, 
what  is  there  to  be  said  about  the  angling  section 
— sub-section  is  the  correct  term — at  the  World’s 
FairP  Well,  the  best  way  to  obtain  an  answer 
to  this  question  is  to  make  a  tour  of  the  Angling 
Annexe.  Substantially  the  annex  is  circular — 
polygonal  if  you  like.  Take,  then,  the  door 
entering  from  the  main  Fisheries  Building,  keep 
round  to  the  right  with  little  detours  aside,  and 
come  back  by  the  left  to  where  you  started. 

As  you  enter  you  come  upon  the  very  artistic 
stall  which  Forest  and  Stream  has  fitted  up.  Here 
are  many  pictures  on  angling  subjects,  among 
them  an  exhibit  of  quite  particular  interest.  It 
is  the  largest  tarpon  ever  caught  with  a  rod  and 
line.  Beside  him  there  lies  the  rod  with  which 
the  great  fish  was  landed.  Great  fish  he  certainly 
was,  for  he  measured  7ft.  Sin.  and  weighed  2051b. 
Need  it  be  said  he  was  caught  in  Florida,  where 
the  tarpon  grows  to  the  greatest  size.  It  ought 
to  be  said  that  he  was  caught,  not  by  a  man — oh 
dear,  no — but  by  a  lady — Mrs.  G.  Stagg,  of 
Kentucky.  He  was  hooked  in  the  Caloosahatchil 
river — poetical  word  if  a  trifle  unmanageable  at 
first — and  it  took  Mrs.  Stagg  an  hour  and  tw'entj'- 
five  minutes  to  land  him. 

Just  under  the  monster  tarpon  stands  a  most 
interesting  case  of  Kentucky  fishing  reels,  which 
Dr.  ilenshall  has  collected  for  the  angling  section. 
It  is  shown  on  the  stall  of  Forest  and  Stream,  and 
divides  attention  with  the  big  tarpon.  The  case 
of  reels  shows  the  evolution  of  the  modern  fishing 
reel,  beginning  with  the  year  1810,  and  coming 
up  to  the  present  day.  The  earliest  reel  in  the 
collection  was  made  by  George  Snyder,  of  Paris, 
Kentucky,  who  was  an  enthusiastic  fisherman, 
and  the  inventor  of  the  first  multiplying  reel. 
Another  remarkable  reel,  of  date  1838  is  of  solid 
silver,  the  maker  being  J.  F.  Meeks,  of  Frankfort, 
Kentucky.  Then  come  reels — about  1842-43 — by 
J.  W.  Hardman,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Hard¬ 
man  improved  upon  the  appearance  of  the  multi¬ 
plying  reel,  making  it  more  a  thing  of  beauty 
than  it  had  been.  Again  B.  F.  Meeks,  of  Frank¬ 
fort,  brother  to  J.  F.  Meeks,  improved  further — 
1844 — the  appearance  of  the  multiplying  reel. 
So  on  up  to  the  present  day. 

Next  to  Che  Forest  and  Stream  stall  is  the  one  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  Ameriean  Angler,  which  is  engaged 
in  issuing  an  important  work  on  the  “  Fishes  of 
North  America  that  are  taken  on  Hook  and  Line.” 
Mr.  AV.  C.  Harris,  editor  of  the  American  Angler, 
is  the  author,  and  the  book  may  be  said  to  be  his 
life  work.  Here,  again,  many  pictures  referring  to 
angling  matters  are  on  view.  The  Osgood  Port¬ 
able  Boat  Company,  of  Battle  Creek,  Michigan, 
exhibit  dainty  boats  in  which  folks  may  go  fishing 
on  stream  or  lake  ;  so  do  the  Acme  Folding  Boat 
Company,  of  Maimisburg,  Ohio,  and  St.  Lawrence 
River  Boat  Company,  of  Clayton,  New  York. 
Mr.  A.  S.  Comstock,  of  Evanston,  Illinois,  has 
set  up  the  special  tent  which  he  makes  for  anglers 
and  sportsmen,  and  the  Gold  Medal  Camp  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  of  Racine,  AVisconsin,  exhibits  all 
sorts  of  camp  furniture.  More  boats  are  shown 
in  the  space  allotted  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Cane  and 
Co.,  of  Chicago.  Mr.  A.  B.  Fetterer,  of  Chicago, 
Mr.  F.  Rosathia,  of  Chicago,  and  Mr.  Theodore 
AVihn,  of  Chicago,  illustrate  what  may  be  called 
automatic  fishing  devices,  that  is,  they  show  the 
several  methods  they  have  developed  for  fishing 
by  automatic  action.  In  each  case  the  leading 
idea  is  a  fixed  anchor  anchored  well  out  in  a  lake 
or  large  stream  ;  a  line  with  divers  hooks  at¬ 
tached  runs  out  automatically  to  this  anchor,  and 
is  pulled  back  to  shore  by  the  hand.  Automatic 
angling,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  not  very  popular  in 
America  any  more  than  in  England,  but  that  fact 
does  not  discount  the  ingenuity  which  has  one 
time  or  another  been  shown  in  the  way  of  de¬ 
vising  automatic  fishing  tackle. 

A  patent  locking  phire  for  rod  joints  is  shown 
by  !Nir.  Thurston,  of  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 


One  phire  is  split  with  an  indented  circle  at  the 
top ;  the  phire  going  into  this  has  a  circular 
hollow  at  the  top.  The  indenture  of  the  one  sinks 
into  the  hollow  circle  of  the  other,  and  is  there 
firmly  held  by  a  slipping  ring.  At  the  west  end 
of  the  Angling  Annexe  a  space  is  devoted  to  fishing 
pictures  from  different  sources.  One  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  portrait  of  Reuben  AVood,  a  well-known 
American  angler,  who  once  at  a  casting  tourna¬ 
ment  at  the  Welsh  Harp,  carried  all  before  him. 
Messrs.  AAwman  and  Erbe,  of  Rochester,  N.Y., 
exhibit  automatic  reels  ;  Messrs.  Meisselbach  and 
Brothers,  Newark,  New  Jersey,  reels,  and  collap¬ 
sible  landing-net  frames  ;  and  the  Bristol  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co.,  of  Bristol,  Connecticut,  steel  fishing 
rods  weighing  from  six  to  seven  ounces  upwards. 
The  stand  of  Mr.  Julius  A^on  Hofe,  of  Brooklyn, 
is  devoted  to  reels,  click  and  multiplying ;  and 
Messrs.  A.  B.  Shipley  and  Son,  of  Philadelphia, 
have  a  general  display  of  fishing  tackle  ;  Messrs. 
Shipleys’  specialty  is  the  Bethabara  or,  as  it  is 
called  in  England,  the  AVashaba  rod;  Mr.  G.  M. 
Skinner,  of  Clayton,  N.Y.,  has  an  exhibit  of  fluted 
trolling  spoons — nickel,  silver,  and  gold-plated. 
The  Natchang  Silver  Company’s  stall,  from 
AVillimantic,  Connecticut,  is  interesting  if  only 
because  they  show  machines  at  work  weaving 
fishing  lines  ;  specimens  of  some  fifteen  different 
sized  braided  lines  are  to  be  seen  here.  Similarly 
at  the  stall  of  the  Waltonian  Manufacturing  Co., 
of  Chicago,  the  dressing  of  artificial  flies  is 
illustrated.  From  morning  until  night  several 
young  ladies  are  engaged  “  busking,”  as  rural 
anglers  would  say  in  Scotland,  all  sorts  of  flies. 

No  better  multiplying  reels  are  perhaps  made 
— so  an  enthusiastic  admirer  declared,  anyhow — 
than  those  shown  by  Messrs.  B.  C.  Wilman 
&  Son,  of  Frankfort,  Kentucky.  They  are  in 
German  silver  and  brass,  look  as  handsome  as 
possible,  and  have  the  appearance  of  inexhaust- 
able  wear ;  in  fact  one  of  the  reels  in  the  case 
went  through  a  fire  which  burned  up  a  great 
hotel  in  St.  Louis,  was  found  among  the  debris, 
and  is  none  the  worse  excepting  that  it  has  been 
temporarily  discoloured.  The  exhibit  of  Mr.  A.  G. 
Benson,  Philadelphia,  is  a  combination  gaff-hook 
and  landing-net;  and  that  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Bull, 
AVhitehal),  New  York,  trolling  spoons.  It  was 
the  Bulls,  of  Whitehall,  who  made  the  first  trolling 
spoon,  which  they  show  side  by  side  with  the 
latest  spoons.  It  was  actually  made  from  an  old 
spoon — a  dessert-spoon  it  looks  to  have  been. 
Messrs.  A.  G.  Spalding  and  Brothers,  New  York, 
have  on  exhibit  the  Kosmic  split  bamboo  rod,  said 
to  be  equal  to  any  rod  made  in  America.  Perhaps 
the  Leonard  rod  is  the  only  one  better  known  or 
as  widely  used.  A  brook-trout  of  91b  was  landed 
with  a  6joz.  Kosmic  in  1892.  The  Henshall  black 
bass  rod  is  included  in  the  Spalding  collection. 
Ohio,  Missouri,  Wisconsin,  and  Pennsylvania — ■ 
four  of  the  American  states — have  all  exhibits 
in  the  angling  sub-section.  That  is  appropriate, 
because  in  each  of  them  capital  fishing  is  obtain¬ 
able,  particularly  in  Wisconsin.  Ohio  has  a 
picture  gallery  of  the  fishes  found  in  the  State  ; 
so  has  M  issouri,  where  the  ill-looking  garfish,  with 
scales  a  quarter-of-an-inch  thick,  is  to  be  found. 
The  AATsconsiu  State  Fish  Commission  has  an 
aquarium  for  live  fishes,  and  a  model  of  Nine 
Spring’s  Trout  Hatchery,  which  is  situated  in  the 
State.  Hatching  apparatus  and  hatching  in 
process  are  also  to  be  seen  by  tho-^e  interested  in 
the  matter.  Pennsylvania  has  an  aquarium  where 
fish  hatching  is  also  carried  on.  Altogether  the 
Angling  Annexe  is  a  place  where  one,  be  he  much 
or  little  of  an  angler,  may  have  a  very  pleasant 
and  interesting  time. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Dr  N.vnsen’s  Expedition. — Id  was  necessary 
that  call  the  provisions  taken  for  this  expedition 
should  keep  good  for  at  least  seven  years,  and  bo 
of  the  very  highest  quality  of  their  kind.  We 
understand  that  Messrs.  Cadbury,  of  Bournville, 
have  supplied  about  15001b.  weight  of  their  cocoa 
essence  and  chocolate  in  hermetically  sealed  tins. 

A  PERCH  was  observed  at  Kincardine  O’Neil 
lately.  Higher  up  the  Dee  it  must  have  come 
from  Loch  Kinnord  or  Loch  Davan,  where  perch, 
as  well  as  pike  of  a  large  size,  are  numerous. 
These  splendid  fishing  and  most  picturesque 
lochs  are  hard  by  Dinnet,  where  there  is  a  hotel 
most  comfortable  and  convenient  for  anglers  to 
put  up  at. 
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THE  DEVERON. 

ITS  POSITION,  AND  SALMON  AND 
TEOUT  FISHINGS. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


In  other  respects  than  for  its  trouting,  the 
Deveron  is  a  “  first-classer.”  To  no  river  in 
Scotland  does  it  play  “  second  fiddle  ”  for  varied 
and  delightful  character  of  angling  water, 
whether  for  salmon  or  Salmo  fario ;  while  the 
scenery  it  possesses  at  many  points  along  its 
course — far  inland,  truly  Highland  and  wild  ; 
more  seaward,  generally  sylvan  and  varied — is 
of  the  most  romantic  and  eye-pleasing  descrip¬ 
tion.  From  its  source  near  the  Buck  of  the 
Cabrach — in  proximity  to  which  numerous 
atfiuents,  splendid  for  smallish  trout,  rush 
their  waters  down  narrow  straths  between 
bare  mountains  to  form,  after  they  have  all 
joined  the  parent  stream,  a  sizeable  river — the 
Deveron  rounds  about  with  many  a  twist 
through  the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff, 
and  after  being  joined  by  the  Bogie,  the  Isla, 
the  Kinedar,  and  other  considerable  streams 
of  acknowledged  trouting  repute,  and  having 
had  a  run  of  about  sixty  miles,  north  and 
north-eastward  in  the  main,  falls  into  the  sea 
at  Banff  Bay  near  the  now  nice  little  burgh 
town  of  Banff,  which  occupied  in  earlier  times 
not  quite  such  enviable  repute,  as  can  be  in¬ 
ferred  from  the  rhyme  about  it,  then  known 
to  everyone,  and  which  commenced : — 

“  Banff  it  is  a  burgh  toon. 

Has  a  kirk  without  a  steeple, 

A  midden  load  at  ilka  door. 

And  d - d  unceevil  people.” 

For  early  season  trouting  with  fly  the 
Deveron  is  unquestionably  the  best  and  most 
certain  of  all  Scottish  rivers.  Moreover,  in 
these  days  of  hard  angling,  it  probably  still  is 
the  best  stocked  with  trout  running  from  ^Ib. 
to  l^lb.,  and  though  it  may  not  contain  so 
many  large  ones  as  the  Don  to  bring  up,  to 
the  mind  of  the  fastidious  angler,  a  hand¬ 
some  average  weight,  it  yet  now  is,  and  for  a 
good  number  of  years  has  been,  much  more  run 
upon  by  anglers  from  the  south  who  go  in  for  the 
trout  of  the  early  season  rise.  The  water  a  nice 
volume,  the  weather  all  right,  and  the  natural  fly 
well  up — these  favourable  conditions  severally 
obtaining,  and  it  will  be  found  by  the  adept  at 
fly-fishing  for  trout  that  he  can  obtain  on  almost 
any  reach  of  river  between  Huntly  and  the  sea, 
any  day  during  April  and  May,  such  a  basket  of 
trout  as  ought  to  satisfy  him  moder¬ 
ately,  if  not  remarkably  well.  Every 
section  along  the  whole  of  this  length 
of  river  is  preserved,  but  latterly  it 
has  become  with  several  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  quite  the  custom  to  let  their 
water  during  the  trouting  season,  and 
this,  it  is  easy  to  understand,  they 
never  find  any  difficulty  in  doing,  for 
early  trouting  with  fly,  on  a  beautiful 
river,  noted  for  its  heavy  baskets  of 
fine  trout,  is  nowadays  reckoned  by 
vast  numbers  of  anglers  to  be  second 
to  no  sort  of  sport  with  the  rod  that 
they  can  indulge  in. 

For  salmon  the  Deveron  is  naturally 
splendid,  in  respect  alike  of  its  repro¬ 
ductive  capacity  and  of  the  head  of 
fish  native  to  it.  How  the  latter  ke?p 
up  is  simply  marvellous,  considering 
the  wny  that  the  whole  fishery  is 
racked.  If  a  river  with  but  merely  a 
spring  migration  of  fish,  or  yet  one 
with  even  two  migrations — a  spring 
one  and  a  summer  one,  the  latter  of 
grilse  for  the  most  part — it  would 
long  ere  this  time  have  become  prac¬ 
tically  fished  out ;  but  from  being  a 
long-seasoned  river,  possessing  three  distinct 
migrations,  its  fishing,  although  it  is  nothing  like 
what  it  ought  to  be,  has  been  kept  up  by  t'  e 
great  head  of  its  autumn  fish  and  the  splendid  and 
great  extent  of  water  there  is  for  them  to  spawn 
in,  when  they  do  get  forward  in  proper  numbers. 

Of  miles  of  the  lower  waters  the  Duke  of  File, 
like  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in  the  case  of  the 
Spey,  is  the  sole  proprietor,  and  similarly'  in  his 
hands  is  the  whole  of  the  netting,  which,  along 
with  a  rack  dyke  or  cruive,  is  the  means  of  com¬ 


pletely  farming  the  whole  fishery — permitting  of 
scarcely  a  single  fish  at  any  time  during  spring 
and  summer,  or  even  indeed  until  September, 
getting  forward  to  the  reaches  of  the  farther- 
inland  proprietors.  The  fishing  is  the  Duke’s  by' 
right  absolute,  and  if  he  lets  it  to  a  tenant,  the 
tenant,  whoever  he  may'  bo,  is  certainly-  justified 
in  making  the  most  of  it.  Neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  is  to  be  blamed  for  what  is  done,  and  if 
the  upper  proprietors  complain  it  is  without 
reason,  since  at  any  time  they  have  an  effectual 


remedy-  in  their  own  hands,  and  which  heretofore 
had  they  not  proved  either  so  apathetic  or  so 
grippij,  I  hey  would  availed  themselves  of.  Nothing 
short  of  buying  up  his  Grace’s  cruive  and  netting 
rights  will  give  the  Deveron  during  spring  and 
summer  that  status  among  the  salmon  rivers  of 
Scotland  for  wealth  of  fish  and  angling  results 
that  its  natural  resources  give  warrant  that  it 
would  occupy-. 

From  a  friend  who  for  long  years  has  fished  the 


Deveron,  and  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
!  greater  part  of  it,  I  have  received  the  following 
j  general  notes,  together  with  particulars  of  the 
best  salmon  rod  fishings  and  their  pods  : — The 
Deveron  is  of  very  little  importance  for  salmon 
'  angling  save  during  the  time  between  early  in 
September  and  the  end  of  October.  It  ought, 
however,  to  be  good  all  the  open  season — always, 
of  cour.-e,  when  weather  and  water  suit.  No 
doubt  about  it — were  the  netting  controlled  by, 
and  in  the  interests  of,  all  the  proprietors,  and  the 


only  obstruction  to  fish  passage — the  rack  dyke 
on  the  Duff  House  water — removed,  the  fishing 
would  soon  become  equally  as  good  in  spring  and 
summer  for  the  angler  as  it  now  is  in  autumn  on 
the  fisheries  from  Huntly  to  the  sea.  The  cost  to 
the  upper  proprietors  of  setting  the  whole  fishery 
to  rights  and  on  the  way  to  yielding  to  its  full 
natural  capacity,  would  no  doubt  be  very  great, 
but  the  benefit  resulting  to  themselves  they 
would  soon  experience  ;  and  they  would  also  find 
in  the  event  of  letting  their  fishings  that  the 
handsome  rents  fetched  brought  them  a 
splendid  rate  of  interest  for  their  money. 

Some  there  are  who  maintain  that  the 
Deveron  is  degenerating  as  a  salmon  river, 
but  this  is  not  the  case  in  respect  of  its 
autumn  rod  fishing,  as  can  be  proved  by  those 
proprietors  who  keep  a  record  of  what  is  done 
year  after  year  on  their  sections.  That  there 
have  been  and  always  will  be  seasons  of 
failure,  or  comparative  failure,  no  one  will 
attempt  to  deny ;  everywhere  the  same  obtains. 
On  the  Deveron  our  worse  season  of  recent 
years  was  1884,  when  a  sand  bar  formed  across 
the  mouth  of  the  river  caused  (from  the  low 
state  of  the  water  through  long-continued 
drought  during  summer)  by  the  action  of  the 
sea  forcing  in  the  sand,  and  the  push  of  water 
from  the  river  not  being  ample  to  drive  it  out. 
This  so  completely  blocked  the  way  that  not 
a  single  fish  could  enter  from  the  sea,  and 
although  by  spates  the  channel  was  cleared  by 
the  middle  of  October  the  fish,  when  at  length 
they  came,  were,  from  being  too  long  detained 
in  the  “  briny,”  in  no  mood  for  taking ;  indeed, 
far  more  inclined  to  get  timously  to  the  spawn¬ 
ing  grounds  to  which  they  were  fast  thronging 
forward.  The  following  year,  however,  was  a 
splendid  one — that  was  in  1885,  when  the 
fishing  was  generally  supposed  to  be  about 
the  best  known  for  number  of  fish,  albeit  the 
weight  was  a  trifle  below  the  average. 

The  cruives  have  a  most  ruinous  effect  on  all 
the  reaches  above  them.  No  better  proof  of  this 
is  required  than  to  see  the  number  of  salmon 
that  the  pool  immediately  below  gives  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  season  to  the  nets.  0  wing  to 
the  river’s  low  temperature,  back  every  fish  is 
kept  by  the  cruives,  not  one  getting  over  them, 
although  not  irnlikely  many  hundreds  get  for¬ 
ward  to  them  quite  a  mouth  before.  They  come 
up  only  to  be  forced  to  drop  back,  hence  they 
are  all  kept  lying  a  prey  for  the  netters  when  the 
netting  commences.  Hundreds  on  the  opening 
day  and  subsequent  days  in  favourable  seasons 
may  be  netted  just  behind  the  cruives,  yet  for 
months  afterwards  not  a  single  one  is 
got  by  the  rods  higher  up.  It  is  only  a 
few  years  since  400  were  taken  out  on 
the  opening  day — all  fish  that  had  been 
kept  back  by  the  rack  or  cruive  dyke. 

There  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  if 
the  river  were  rid  of  this  barrier  the 
fish  of  the  early  season  that  come  in 
before  the  netting  opens  would,  instead 
of  tarrying  to  be  slaughtered  whole¬ 
sale,  get  on  their  way  at  a  good  pace  ; 
be  past  all  danger  by  the  opening  day, 
and  be  fotmd  as  they  moved  up  to  dis¬ 
tribute  themselves  along  the  whole  run 
of  the  river  to  afford  sport  the  season 
throughout  to  a  number  of  anglers 
along  with  the  other  fish  that  would 
run  during  the  successive  weekly  slaps, 
aud  this,  besides  being  beneficial  to 
sport,  would  be  of  advantage  other¬ 
wise  to  the  river  and  district. 

The  number  of  fish  that  year  after 
year  may  be  seen  lying  below  the 
cruives  late  in  the  autumn  or  seeking 
unsuccessfully  to  pass  them  in  their 
efforts  to  get  to  the  spawning  grounds 
is  simply  enormous.  I  don’t  think 
any  river  can  be  better  off  for  spawn- 
I  ing  grounds,  and  yet,  sad  to  relate,  the  fish,  by 
reason  of  this  monstrous  obstruction,  are  kept  in 
great  numbers  frcm  getting  forward  to  occupy 
them. 

Mr.  Bisset,  lessee  of  the  net  fishings,  some  years 
ago  erected  within  Duff  House  grounds  a  salmon 
hatchery,  which,  I  believe,  has  been  a  success,  a 
quantity  of  spawn  of  the  rack  dyke  detained  fish, 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  lost,  having 
been  secured  and  brought  to  life  in  it.  But  this 
can  only  go  a  very  short  way  to  compensate  for 
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the  loss  sustained  by  the  whole  river  interests  on 
account  of  the  enormous  number  of  fish  that  in 
one,  as  in  every  year  the  season  throughout, 
never  get  beyond  the  rack  dyke,  find  so  are 
absolutely  lost — themselves  and  their  spawn — to 
the  fishery  in  the  future. 

( To  he  continued.) 


By  Mac. 

It  is  reported  that  the  stomach  of  a  41b.  trout, 
caught  in  the  Tay,  contained  a  brass  button 
marked  “Highland  Eailway  Co.,”  tied  to  a  small 
piece  of  string,  and  also  a  ily-hook.  This  seems 
about  on  a  par  with  the  trout  of  the  Thurso  that 
swallowed  a  portion  of  the  old  hay-cutting 
michine! 


Ax  angling  friend  whom  I  met  the  other  day, 
told  me  that  “  there’s  a  great  lot  of  fish  aboot  the 
Linn  o’  Dee,  but  they’re  all  fungussed  more  or 
less.”  Almost  every  year  this  is  the  case — the 
disease  most  noticeable  and  widely  spread  about 
the  Linn  waters,  and  in  the  highly-stocked  reaches 
of  Invercauld  during  the  latter  half  of  June. 
Thence,  gradually  ascending,  the  great  head  of 
the  spring-run  fish  move,  and  by  this  time  have 
reached,  to  completely  overstock  when  the  water 
is  low,  the  small  pools,  in  which  they  can  be  seen 
lying  in  rows  on  rows.  When  they  are  thus 
closely  packed  and  most  numerous,  the  disease 
amongst  them  amounts  to  an  epidemic.  It 
disappears  almost  completely  after  it  has  ac¬ 
counted  for  a  great  thinning  out  of  the  numbers, 
and  by  the  middle  of  July  there  is  scarcely  a 
trace  of  it  to  be  seen  on  any  of  the  fish  that  have 
survived  the  attack.  Then  it  is  usual  for  the 
water  to  be  a  good  deal  hotter  than  it  is  in  June, 
but  June,  notwdthstanding,  is  the  great  mortality 
month.  During  it,  nearly  all  the  fish  are  smitten, 
but  once  they  are  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  the 
worst  is  past,  the  smitten  fish  heal  up,  and 
usually  before  a  month  after  the  time  of  greatest 
mortality,  there  is  nowhere  to  be  found  in  the 
pools  a  single  trace  of  disease. 


It  cannot  be  very  puzzling  to  the  mind  to 
grasp  the  situation  on  the  Caithness  water  when 
Archibald  Harper  writes :  “  I  crossed  to  Thurso 
at  Brawl,  on  Sundaj^,  in  my  slippers  without 
wetting  my  feet.  _ 


It  takes  the  genial  Professor,  dab  hand  as  he 
i.s,  more  than  all  his  time  with  all  his  famed 
fish-fetching  lures,  to  do  much  at  present  on 
the  Brora,  which  at  last  has  got  almost  stinking 
Viith  foustit,  peaty,  and  filthy  green  matter. 


Our  Spey  correspondent  writes :  “  The  state 
of  the  river  is  past  description — lower  and  fouler 
than  any  angler  living  remembers  ever  having 
seen  it.'  Nothing  doing,  and  no  one  for  fear  of 
being  called  insane  attempts  doing  anything. 


The  Lossie,  for  a  mile’s  distance,  was  found  the 
other  day  to  be  full  of  dead  sea-trout,  finnock, 
and  common  trout,  to  the  number  of  many 
hundreds.  It  is  supposed  that  poisonous  sub¬ 
stances  issuing  from  some  of  the  sewers  of  Elgin 
had  wrought  this  destruction.  Supposition,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  enough ;  the  matter  will  have  to  be 
thoroughly  investigated. 


OtRold  subscriber  and  esteemed  correspondent, 
Mr.  William  Bantock,  the  Elms,  Fallowfield,  in 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  few  flies  which  I 
presented  him  with  to  try  in  the  North,  says : 
“  This  is  quite  a  large  collection  of  very  beautiful 
summer  salmon  and  grilse  flies  that  I  have  just 
received  from  you.  Jhey  are  the  nicest  things 
for  low-*rater  fishing  that  I  have  ever  seen,  and 
1  am  quite  sure  if  no  sport  should  be  had  with 
them  that  it  would  be  altogether  useless  to  try 
anything  else.  I  shall  not  fail  to  let  you  know 
the  result  of  my  own  or  my  friends’  trials  of 
them.” 


ilR.  Aitken,  of  Arbroath,  wrote  me  the  other 
day  that  some  time  ago  when  the  fishing  at 


Heathcot  on  the  Dee  was  going  on  merrily,  he 
“  had  a  capital  forenoon’s  sport — left  the  water 
about  two  o’clock,  with  twenty-six  finnock  and 
a  sea-trout  weighing  22i!b.,  a  really  lovely  basket.” 


Lord  Breadalbaxe,  who  is  well  known  for  the 
interest  he  takes  in  his  extensive  and  productive 
salmon  and  trout  fishings,  in  connection  with 
which  he  spends  a  vast  deal  by  stocking  and 
carrying  on  fish  culture,  is,  besides  being  a  keen 
angler  himself,  a  noble  and  generous  patron  of 
angling.  Quite  recently  the  householders  of 
Killin  received  from  him  permission  to  fish  Loch 
Tay  for  trout,  and  this  they  regard  as  a  most 
generous  and,  to  themselves,  highly  valued  con¬ 
cession. 


G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes  :  “The  Dee  reached 
the  lowest  ebb  there  is  any  authentic  record  for 
on  Saturday,  when  it  lipjjed  the  chisel  cutting  in 
‘  Bannochie  ’ — a  huge  boulder  at  the  ferry  at 
Kincardine  O’Neil.  It  has  fallen  four  inches 
since  Wednesdays.  The  drought  is  now  painful, 
but  there  are  strong  indications  of  a  change. 
Eight  fresh-run  salmon  were  observed  at  the 
Brig  o’ Potarch  on  Sunday;  these  are  the  first 
fresh-run  fish  seen  for  nigh  six  weeks  back.  One 
of  the  strangers  was  estimated  to  scale  about 
24Ib. ;  should  he  be  grassed  within  the  next  few 
days  it  will  be  interesting  to  compare  the  guess 
with  the  actual  weight.  Mr.  Drummond  has  been 
diverting  himself  by  making  a  mixed  basket  at 
the  pot  above  the  Bridge  of  Potarch.  One  day 
he  killed  the  first  grilse  of  the  season  got  in 
these  parts ;  on  another  he  grassed  a  salmon  of 
72lb.  and  a  handsome  pike  of  bib.,  with  various 
smaller  fry  thrown  into  the  bargain.  Pike- fishing 
has  been  prosecuted  with  great  vigour  on  the 
Dee.  Shepherd  had  one  of  6lb.  on  the  Kincardine 
Lodge  water,  and  that  expert,  Mr.  George  Black- 
laws,  killed  two  of  61b.  and  81b.  on  the  Borrow- 
stone  water  one  night  last  week.  Dee  pike  are 
regarded  as  a  sumptuous  dish  by  those  who  know 
how  to  dress  them  for  the  table ;  loch  pike,  on 
the  other  hand,  taste  like  mud,  cook  them  how 
you  will.  _ 

The  absence  of  rain  is  still  causing  the  angling 
for  the  migratory  Salmonidse  to  continue 
practically  a  dead  letter  on  almost  all  the  river 
fisheries  of  Scotland.  Without  exception,  the 
wateT  is  now  lower  than  ever  before  known  ;  but 
as  the  summer  solstice  is  now  past,  everyone  is 
expecting  a  decided  change  anon.  Their  season 
having  arrived,  the  fish  of  the  summer  migration 
are  now  waiting  a  spate,  when  certainly  they  will 
run,  or  attempt  to  run,  up  the  rivers.  Every¬ 
where,  except  in  some  of  the  districts  of  the 
Western  Isles,  and  of  Argyllshire,  the  angling, 
given  only  conditions  to  make  it,  is  naturally 
best  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout,  between  the 
present  time  and  the  end  of  July — the  period 
during  which  the  fish  come  in  from  the  sea  in 
greatest  numbers,  and  are  keenest  in  pushing 
inland.  It  ought  to  be  understood  that  when 
fresh-run  they  take  most  readily;  if  they  do  not, 
the  fault  lies  not  with  them,  but  with  the  weather 
or  water  conditions.  When  both,  however,  are  all 
right  the  angling  on  the  rivers,  which  are  earliest 
in  respect  of  their  summer  migration,  is  best 
during  the  month’s  time  between  June  20  and 
July  20.  It  is  later,  somewhat,  in  being  at  its 
best  on  the  purely  Highland  rivers,  which,  all  put 
together,  form  the  great  majority  of  rivers  having 
a  strictly  summer  migration  whereon  there  is 
always  angling.  These,  as  a  rule,  give  their  best 
fishing  during  July.  We  -want  rain — lots  of  it 
and  often — but  once  we  get  it  all  round  there  will 
be  angling — no  doubt  of  it. 


The  Scotch  hotels  that  have  reaches  of  river 
that  give  summer  angling  for  salmon,  grilse,  or 
sea-trout,  more  or  less  good,  according  to  their 
quality,  and  the  ply  of  water  and  condition  of 
weather  during,  especially,  the  periods  indicated 
above,  are  (the  rivers  also  named)  as  follows  : 
Taynuilt  Hotel,  Eiver  Awe ;  Dalmally  Hotel  and 
Inveroran  Hotel,  Eiver  Orchy;  Panmure  Hotel, 
Edzell,  Eiver  North  Esk ;  Melvich  Hotel  and 
Eorsinard  Hotel,  Eiver  Halladale;  Crown  Hotel 
and  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  Eiver  Esk  ;  Grant 
Arms,  Grantown,  and  Craigellachie  Hotel,  Eiver 
Spey;  Gordon  Arms,  Huntly,  Eiver  Deveron; 
Spa  Hotel  and  Ben  Wyvis  Hotel,  Strathpeffer, 


Eivers  Conon  and  Blackwater ;  Inchnadamph 
Hotel,  Eiver  Loanan;  Balnagown  Hotel,  Ardgay, 
Eiver  Carron ;  Lochinver  Hotels,  Eivers  Inver 
and  Kirkarg ;  Grand  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  and  Inver¬ 
cauld  Arms,  Ballater,  Eiver  Dee.  All  the  other 
Scotch  hotel  river  fishings  worth  mentioning  in 
respect  of  their  summer  angling  for  salmon, 
grilse,  or  sea-trout,  are  usually  at  their  best  some¬ 
what  later  on  in  the  season,  but  still  before  the 
end  of  August.  _ 

Our  Inverness-shire  correspondent  writes : 
“When  is  this  drought  going  to  cease?  is  the 
question  seriously  asked  by  anglers,  farmers, 
and  others.  Since  the  month  of  March  there  has 
been  scarcely  enough  rain  to  drown  a  midge. 
The  rivers  are  all  but  dry,  and  the  hill  lochs  are 
nothing  more  than  stagnant  pools.  Loch  Ness, 
however,  is  yielding  wonderful  sport,  big  fellows 
in  it  daily  falling  a  prey  to  both  fly  and  minnow. 
The  glass  is  now  slowly  lowering.” 


JoHxxiE  Sutherlaxd,  of  Durncss,  writes:  “I 
had  a  wire  yesterday  from  a  great  friend,  who  is 
one  of  the  best  rods  that  comes  on  to  the  Kyle, 
that  he  is  to  be  here  on  Wednesday  next.  He  will 
fish  ten  days,  and  then  go  on  to  the  Gualin,  so  I 
believe,  for  the  fishing  on  the  Upper  Dionard  and 
Loch  Dionard.  He  will  get  fine  sport  if  there 
come  rain  in  abundance  before  the  beginning  of 
July,  as  I  know  there  is  a  great  strength  of  fish 
in  the  Kyle  ready  to  go  up  with  the  first  spate. 
Sea-trout  there  always  ai’e,  but  salmon  and  grilse 
are  now  rising  all  over  the  Kyle.  This  week  has 
not  been  so  good  for  sea-trout  angling,  owing  to 
the  spring  tides,  the  bright  skies,  the  glare,  and 
thunder  rolling  about.  Besides,  we  have  had  no 
chance  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Kyle,  owing  to 
the  winds  blowing  so  hard  from  the  south-west. 
Mr.  Davis,  however,  has,  as  usual,  scored  pretty 
well,  having  obtained  an  average  of  211b.  weight 
of  sea-trout  per  day.  His  two  largest  fish  scaled 
51b.  and  Sglb.  respectively.  Altogether  he  has 
had  for  his  fortnight’s  angling,  from  5th  to  17th 
June  inclusive,  225  sea  trout,  weighing  340|lb. 
The  months  of  May  and  June  I  would  take 
myself  as  the  best  for  fishing,  but  when  the 
weather  is  dry,  sport  is  always  good  in  July. 
The  hotel  has  the  fishing  and  the  boats ;  for  the 
former  no  charge  is  made,  the  latter  go  with  the 
house.  We  expect  a  splendid  season  this  year 
and  lots  of  anglers  forward,  owing  to  the  fishing 
having  commenced  so  splendidly,  and  is  giving 
such  grand  promise.” 


L.vurel  Baxk,  Huntly,  advertised  in  our 
columns,  and  which  is  adjacent  to  such  a  range 
of  splendid  fronting  waters,  is  just  such  a 
“diggin”  as  would  admirably  suit  a  small 
angling  party.  There  is  no  stint  to  the  scope  of 
river  and  burn  fishing,  and  better  than  ever 
before  it  was  it  now  most  likely  soon  will  be, 
since  at  the  instance  of  the  Huntly  Angling 
Preservation  Association,  poaching,  hitherto 
rather  prevalent,  wdll  be  put  down  with  a  firm 
hand.  The  association  will  in  every  case  prose¬ 
cute,  but  the  costs  of  the  prosecution  will  be 
borne  by  the  Duke  of  Eichmond  and  Gordon, 
who  gifts  the  fishings  to  the  publi"',  and  is 
desirous  that  the  public  should  enjoy  them,  un¬ 
impaired  from  any  cause  whatever,  except  fair 
angling.  _ _ 

Loch  Baddax-loch,  Sutherlandshire,  fished 
from  Forsinaird  Hotel,  would  seem  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  to  be  giving  the  best  sport  that  is  had  in 
the  Northern  Highlands  with  trout,  of  such  a 
decent  size  as  is  not  much  .short  of  the  .Ub. 
average.  The  baskets  per  rod  per  day  are 
running  about  181b.  _ 

Ax  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes :  “  The 
salmon  fishing  is  still  keeping  up  very  well,  and 
during  the  week  some  great  takes  have  been  had 
from  the  north-east  coast  fishings,  even  as  far 
north  as  Dunbeath,  Wick,  and  Tnurso.  On  the 
Aberdeenshire  coast  the  salmon  now  got  average 
about  121b.  Among  them  are  a  trifling  number 
of  small  ones,  about  51b.,  61b.,  and  71b;  and  the 
same  of  big  ones,  about  181b.,  201b.,  and  211b. 
The  rivers  are  still  doing  nothing  in  yield  of 
salmon  to  the  nets,  as,  being  so  low  and  heated, 
they  are  not  sought  for  the  purpose  of  ascent. 
For  the  greater  part  of  the  coast,  tbe  weather 
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albeit  rather  fine  occasionally,  ig  fine  enough  and 
indeed  considered  good  for  fishing  purposes, 
especially  in  the  shallow  waters.  Little  appear¬ 
ance  of  rain  yet,  but  I  am  sure  a  dozen  or 
eighteen  hours  of  it  would  do  much  to  bring  fish 
of  all  sorts  better  forward,  since  now  is  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  principal  time  for  them.  The 
grilse  fishing  is  not  improving  very  fast,  yet,  as 
compared  with  last  year,  it  is  doing  very  well  for 
the  time.  Although  last  year  the  grilse  were  a 
fortnight  or  more  earlier,  it  was  not  till  the  16th 
or  18th  of  June  that  they  got  to  be  numerous, 
hence  there  is  hope  that  they  may  yet  do  well 
enough  this  year.  Presently,  although  few  in 
number,  they  are  very  beautiful  fishes  and 
of  splendid  quality.  Good  lots  of  them  are  now 
between  41b.  and  51b.,  but  there  are  still  some  of  as 
light  weight  as  l|lb.  and  21b.  Given  only  right 
conditions,  the  height  of  the  grilse  and  sea-trout 
fishing  should  be  during  the  next  four  weeks. 
The  sea-trout  are  meantime  better  forward  than 
the  grilse,  and  at  night  they  come  into  the  Eiver 
Dee  seeking  to  get  up  under  cover  of  the  dark¬ 
ness.  They  are  very  superior  in  quality ;  they 
average  over  21b.  in  weight,  while  some  are  got 
of  weights  running  between  71b.  and  111b. 
Nought  at  all  is  doing  on  the  River  Don,  it  being 
so  low  and  so  warm  that  it  is  next  to  impossible 
I  think  for  the  fish  to  live  in  it.” 


I  UNDEfiSTAND  that  the  celebrated  taxidermist 
so  famed  for  the  setting  up  of  stags’  heads,  fishes, 
■&C.,  has  now  removed  from  Perth  to  become  a 
partner  in  MacLeay’s  in  Inverness,  where,  I 
believe,  he  will  very  worthily  perpetuate  the 
perfection  of  taxidermy  so  long  given  to  his 
numerous  sporting  patrons  by  the  late  Mr. 
MacLeay,  who  died  a  year  or  so  ago. 

Everywhere,  at  last,  the  smolt  migration  has 
come  to  an  end,  and  it  is  now  quite  a  rarity  to  see 
a  single  smolt  in  even  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
longest  of  our  long-seasoned  rivers.  Often  in 
years  when  the  water  was  three  times  the  volume 
have  I  seen  smolts  going  down  to  the  sea  in  great 
numbers  after  the  middle  of  June. 


Like  almost  all  other  Scotch  rivers  the  Esks, 
North  and  South,  are  now  positively  away  to 
nothing ;  but  there  are  still  in  them  land-locked 
kelts  lying  listlessly,  or  rolling  and  splashing 
about,  according  to  their  humour,  in  the  deep 
great  holes  where  the  red  sandstone  shelves  all 
through,  in,  to  the  angler,  most  dangerous  ramifi¬ 
cations. 


Speaking  of  kelts,  it  is  only  the  other  day  that 
a  friend  fishing  with  me,  sixty  miles  from  the 
sea,  hooked  a  fish,  w'hich  from  being  so  bright 
and  giving  such  grand  play,  he  took  for  one  quite 
fresh-run,  but  on  landing  it  he  found  to  his 
chagrin  that  it  was  simply  a  highly-mended  kelt. 
Never  did  a  brighter  fish  come  out  of  the  sea. 
and  it  must  have  been  feeding  well,  for  it  was  as 
plump  as  any  of  the  red  spring- run  fellows  that 
we  were  getting  at  the  time.  It  was  gaffed  so 
badly  that  there  was  no  chance  of  its  living,  so 
to  put  it  out  of  the  way  and  out  of  pain  we  cut 
it  up  to  bury  it,  when  we  found  there  were  eggs 
in  it  nearly  as  much  developed  as  those  in  the 
salmon  that  are  taken  from  the  sea  at  present. 


The  Lochy-Spean  and  the  Awe,  which  now 
.should  have  the  best  of  their  season  coming  on, 
are  still  doing  little  or  nothing  in  the  way  of 
salmon  or  grilse  angling.  Tweed  and  Tay  are 
both  away  to  nothing  in  volume ;  and  stagnation 
in  their  angling  has  never  within  recollection 
been  more  marked. 


A  Tay  correspondent  says :  “  Nothing  of  any 
description  doing ;  the  rivers  hereabout  are 
dried  up.  A  few  trooting  are  got  with  up¬ 
stream  worm,  but  that  is  all.  The  nets  are 
getting  some  sea-trout  and  grilse  about  Perth, 
but  there’s  no  sporting  fishing.  The  ugliest 
trout  I  ever  saw  was  caught  by  a  keeper  up  the 
Tay  the  other  day.  It  was  41b.  weight,  and  its 
head  must  have  weighed  31b.,  for  it  was  about  all 
head,  and  had  a  body  like  an  eel’s.  Feeding 
surely  must  be  scarce  in  the  Tay  just  now.” 


Loch  Tummel  never  does  extraordinary  things 
in  angling,  but  it  never  fails  to  give  a  beauty  or 
two  of  whopping  big  trout.  Everything  con¬ 


sidered,  it  has,  for  its  repute,  fished  capitally  this 
season,  both  for  trout  and  pike.  Of  the  former, 
several  particularly  nice  ones  were  had  lately  ; 
whilst  of  the  latter  there  was,  amongst  others, 
one  truly  grand  fish  of  181b. 


A  SHORT  FISHING  TOUR  IN 
NORWAY. 

{Continued  from  page  461.) 

By  H.  D.  W. 


The  sail  to  Loen  is  very  delightful.  The 
passage  is  invariably  smooth,  and  at  night  the 
steamer  enters  the  Nord  Fjord,  having  touched 
several  small  trading  ports,  discharging  and 
receiving  cargo.  The  population  of  each  port 
(generally  small  villages)  turn  out  to  welcome 
the  arrival  and  departure  of  friends,  and  the 
oldest  travellers  are  never  tired  of  the  interesting 
scenes  presented.  Bennett  will  have  secured  a 
sleeping  berth,  i.e.,  lying  down  room  on  a  sofa  in 
the  saloon,  but  a  good  night’s  rest  cannot  be 
expected,  as  the  steamer  constantly  stops,  and 
rest  is  disturbed  by  the  consequent  noise.  The 
second  day  is  passed  in  sailing  up  the  Nord 
Fjord,  and  here  the  grand  wild  scenery  of 
Norway  is  to  be  had  in  perfection.  If 
the  tour  is  commenced  in  June,  the  snow  in 
the  mountains  is  fast  melting,  and  the  cascades 
are  all  in  their  glory.  During  the  day  the 
steamer  touches  at  Sandene,  Faleide,  Vistnaes, 
and  at  5  p.m.  Loen,  a  small  village  at  the  extreme 
end  of  the  fjord  is  reached.  This  is  the  first 
fishing  station  I  have  on  my  programme.  I  have 
paid  three  visits  to  Loen  and  always  leave  it  with 
regret.  It  is  not  much  frequented,  as  it  is  off 
the  line  of  the  general  tourists’  route,  and 
travellers  usually  spend  one  day  only  at  Loen,  to 
pass  up  the  lake  by  a  small  steamer  which  plies 
on  it,  visiting  the  great  glacier  at  the  extreme 
end  (the  lake  is  about  ten  miles  long).  Such 
visitors  come  from  Faleide,  a  station  about  six 
miles  distant,  by  a  small  steamer,  running  from 
Trendon’s  well-known  hotel,  which  is  the  only 
hotel  in  the  place.  The  “  place  ”  consists  of  a 
small  plot  of  flat  ground  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  This  is  a  favourite  halting  station  as 
the  proprietor  is  very  popular,  and  Faleide  from 
its  position,  is  a  capital  centre  for  intending 
excursions,  leaving  no  room  for  a  second  hotel. 
Excellent  accommodation  is  to  be  had  at  Loen  at 
two  hotels,  the  “  Alexandre  ”  and  “  Kvammy’s 
Hotel.”  I  have  stayed  during  my  three  visits  at 
the  latter,  but  the  Alexandre  is  to  my  knowledge 
a  most  comfortable  and  well-cared-for  place  of 
rest.  The  tourist  is  here  introduced  for  the  first 
time  to  the  hotels  of  the  country.  They  are 
invariably  built  of  pine  wood,  two  stories  high  as 
a  rule,  and  scrupulously  clean.  The  proprietors 
generally  occupy  small  houses  apart  from  the 
hotels,  where  all  the  cooking  is  carried  on,  so 
that  there  is  little  fear  of  fires  occurring.  Messrs. 
Bennett  have  given  the  usual  terms,  which  are 
extremely  moderate,  and  travellers  receive  the 
best  food  that  the  country  cooking  can  supply. 
Excellent  bread,  milk,  coffee,  fish,  and  cheese  is 
provided.  No  fresh  meat  can  be  had,  and 
potatoes  are  the  only  available  vegetable.  The 
tourist  is  generally  tired  of  such  diet  at  the  end 
of  a  prolonged  residence,  but  everything  that  is 
to  be  had  is  the  best  of  its  kind,  and  a  hearty 
appetite,  the  result  of  being  in  the  open  air  all 
day  long,  makes  the  food  very  acceptable.  No 
spirits  are  allowed  to  be  sold  in  the  country, 
but  good  Bergen  beer,  equal  to  the  best  Bavarian 
ale,  is  to  be  had  at  all  hotels.  Loen  is  situated, 
as  I  have  said,  at  the  end  of  the  fjord,  and  in 
front  of  the  hotel  flows  a  rapid  but  small  river 
running  from  Loen  Vand  {i.e..  Lake  Leon),  which 
is  two  and  a  half  miles  distant.  Salmon  are 
taken  occasionally  in  this  river  in  the  autumn, 
but  the  sport  of  the  place  is  to  be  had  with  trout 
in  the  lake.  The  salmon  make  their  way  but  a 
short  distance  up  the  river  as  several  falls 
commence  at  a  half  mile  from  the  mouth,  and 
the  water  descending  with  great  force  prevents 
the  fish  passing  up.  The  road  to  the  lake  runs 
through  a  wooded  lane,  and  affords  a  delightful 
stroll.  Boats  are  in  abundance  on  the  lake,  for 
each  farmer  has  a  boat,  is  a  good  oarsman,  and  in 
many  cases  an  expert  fly-fisher.  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  visitors  to  Loen  to  employ  Jacob  Loen,  a 


shoemaker,  a  fisherman,  and  a  clever  dresser  of 
flies.  I  ha  ve  had  him  as  a  companion  for  three 
summers,  and  he  has  much  added  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  a  good  day  by  his  brightness  and 
endeavours  to  please.  He  has  no  English  save 
two  words  “  not  good,”  and  I  have  learnt  to 
understand  when  he  utters  such  w'ords  that  my 
flies  are  entangled.  The  Loen  Lake  fishing  is  at 
its  best  in  July.  The  average  trout  are  not  large, 
and  I  have  not  heard  of  a  fish  above  41b.  being 
killed,  but  they  are  in  abundance,  and  in  1890  I 
beat  the  record  of  a  day’s  sport,  killing  sixty  of  all 
sizes  up  to  31b.  There  are  some  famous  glaciers 
descending  the  mountains  which  lock  the  lake, 
notably  that  of  Hellessietenbrse.  I  quote  from 
Baideken’s  guide-book  a  note  of  it,  “  On  the  oppo¬ 
site  side  of  the  lake  is  a  huge  glacier,  the 
Hellessa3tenbra3,  terminating  abruptly  at  the 
height  of  3900  feet,  from  which  there  roll  during 
the  warm  weather  almost  constant  avalanches  of 
ice.  These  fall  first  over  a  sheer  precipice  of 
1000  feet,  and  then  flow  onwards  in  a  partially- 
covered  stream.  Anally  spreading  their  sides  out 
in  a  fan-shaped  form  and  almost  reaching  the 
verge  of  the  lake ;  at  the  time  when  there  are  no 
avalanches  about  ten  waterfalls  foam  over  the 
precipices.”  The  effect  is  very  grand,  as  the 
avalanches  fall  with  the  noise  of  thunder,  and  at 
the  spot  where  the  stream  enters  the  lake  I 
usually  halt  for  lunch,  thoroughly  enjoying  the 
sight  of  the  avalanches  and  the  continual  roar  of 
the  falls.  Such  streams  constantly  occur  in  the 
lakes,  and  good  fish  are  often  to  be  found  in  their 
vicinities.  Bennett’s  programme  offers  a  week’s 
stay  at  Loen.  The  tourist  then  leaves  Loen  by  a 
steamer  sailing  at  8.20  a.m.,  and  is  landed  at 
Sandene,  in  the  Gloppen  bay  of  the  fjord,  about 
1  p.m.  A  post-card  sent  through  Herr  Kvarames 
to  the  Sandene  station-master  will  ensure  the 
attendance  of  a  carriole.  These  conveyances 
carry  about  801b.  of  luggage,  which  is  sufficient 
for  a  tourist’s  wants.  They  are  drawn  by  stout 
ponies  of  about  13  hands,  very  hardy  animals,  and 
very  fast.  They  are  driven  by  a  boy  in  charge, 
unless  the  tourist  desires  to  drive,  the  pleasure  of 
which  is  equal  to  that  of  driving  a  tram-car,  as 
the  roads  are  narrow  and  straight,  and  no  driving 
skill  is  required.  I  never  drive ;  the  boys  know 
the  difficulty  of  the  road  before  them  and  the 
capabilities  of  the  ponies,  and  if  any  accident 
takes  place  the  tourist  is  responsible  if  holding 
the  reins.  Red  is  the  next  halting  place,  and  is  a 
three  hours’  drive  from  Sandene.  It  can  be 
reached  by  conveyances  taken  from  Vtvik,  a 
station  touched  at  before  arriving  at  Sandene.  I 
would  not  recommend  this  route,  as  the  road  to 
Red  from  Vtvik  crosses  a  mountain  3000  feet 
high,  and  the  ascent  and  descent  is  too  abrupt  to 
allow  the  tourist  to  ride,  and  a  most  trying  and 
exhausting  walk  is  the  result.  The  road  from 
Sandene  to  Red  is  almost  level,  and  no  walking  is 
required.  Red  is  situated  on  the  edge  of  the 
Bredheim  Vand.  This  lake  is  about  fourteen 
miles  long,  and  is  fed  chiefly  by  a  river  entering 
at  a  little  distance  from  the  village.  There  are  no 
pools  in  the  stream,  which  consequently  offers  no 
harbour  for  fish,  and  affords  no  sport.  There  is 
only  one  hotel  at  Red,  the  Gordon  Hotel,  kept  by 
Elias  Johannesen  Red.  I  have  hitherto  stayed 
at  a  hotel  which  is  now  closed,  but  I  have  heard 
well  of  the  of  the  Gordon  Hotel.  The  fishing  at 
Red  is  certainly  equal  to  that  at  Loen,  with  this 
advantage,  that  the  fish  seem  to  grow  a  great 
size.  I  spent  a  fortnight  there  last  year,  and  had 
good  sport  in  company  with  a  party  of  six  fisher¬ 
men  from  Newcastle.  One  day  one  of  our  boats, 
carrying  two  rods,  killed  a  hundred  good  fish. 
Here  I  killed  the  record  trout  of  91b.  with  a 
minnow.  I  also  hooked  and  played  a  much 
larger  fish;  what  his  weight  was  I  will  not 
venture  to  suggest.  I  tired  him  out  after  an 
hour’s  play,  and  got  him  close  to  the  boat,  which 
was  driven  to  the  side  of  the  lake  in  deep  water 
by  a  strong  north  wind.  I  had  no  gaff  in  the 
boat,  and  could  not  touch  him  with  the  net,  as 
the  boatman  was  busy  with  the  sculls,  keeping 
the  boat  from  the  fallen  rocks  edging  ^e  lake. 
On  endeavouring  to  row  into  the  middle  of  the 
lake,  the  fish  evaded  the  danger  of  being  beaten 
by  taking  refuge  below  a  rock,  and  finally 
breaking  the  trace.  A  few  days  at  Red  would 
be  well  spent,  and  Skie,  on  the  Joelster  Vand,  is 
the  next  halting-place.  There  is  an  excellent 
hotel  at  Skei  known  as  “  Hotel  Skei.”  It  is  very 
large,  having  been  recently  added  to,  and  is 
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generally  fall.  Skei  is  situate  on  the  north¬ 
east  end  of  the  lake,  and  the  scenery  here  is  very 
grand.  Some  interesting  excursions  to  glaciers 
and  waterfalls  are  to  be  had,  and  Skei  has 
attractions  for  ordinary  tourists  as  well  as 
fishermen.  The  best  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  a 
bay  of  the  lake,  running  to  the  south,  where 
the  lake  is  supplied  by  the  many  streams 
descending  from  the  mighty  snowfields  of  the 
Joelsterdalbrm.  Last  season,  during  my  stay 
at  Skei,  a  trout  of  41b.  was  taken  with  the  fly,  but 
I  have  not  heard  of  larger  fish  being  killed. 
Bennett’s  route  gives  four  or  five  days’  fishing 
at  this  station.  The  journey  is  continued  by  a 
steamer  belonging  to  the  hotel,  which  passes 
twice  a  day  to  Nedre  Vasenden,  at  the  far  end  of 
the  lake.  Good  fishing  is  to  be  had  here  also, 
with  exeellent  accommodation  at  the  only  hotel. 
Several  pleasant  days  may  be  passed  at  this  place, 
as  the  scenery  is  very  grand,  but  as  the  fishing 
is  somewhat  inferior  to  that  of  Skei,  I  recom¬ 
mend  the  sportsman  who  is  pressed  for  time  to 
pass  on  to  Sande,  as  shown  on  Bennett’s  plan  of 
tour.  The  station-master  at  Nedre  Vasenden 
will  have  to  be  asked  to  provide  a  carriole  on  the 
arrival  of  the  steamer,  and  the  journey  is  con¬ 
tinued  through  Forde.  By  leaving  Skei  at  6  a.m. 
Forde  is  reached  about  two  o’clock.  The  road 
throughout  passes  through  grand  scenery,  and  a 
very  delightful  drive  is  thus  obtained.  I  recom¬ 
mend  a  halt  for  lunch  at  Sivertsen’s  Hotel  at 
Forde,  which  is  situated  in  a  lovely  valley,  and 
at  the  head  of  the  Send  Fjord.  A  salmon  river 
runs  past  Forde,  affording  excellent  sport  (this 
river  comes  down  from  the  Joelster  Vand),  but  is 
let  on  a  long  lease.  Trout  are  to  be  had  in  distant 
lakes  in  the  mountains,  but  I  have  never  halted 
at  Forde  for  fishing  purposes.  The  hotel  recom¬ 
mended  is  kept  by  a  family  very  popular  among 
tourists.  Herr  Sivertsen  speaks  no  English, 
but  he  has  a  son,  a  young  man  of  polished 
manners,  and  an  excellent  English  scholar,  who 
gives  his  guests  every  comfort  that  Norway  can 
supply.  The  rest  of  the  journey  to  Sande  is 
somewhat  fatiguing,  especially  in  hot  weather, 
for  on  leaving  Forde  the  road  suddenly  rises 
2500  feet,  and  as  walking  is  absolutely  necessary, 
the  traveller  is  glad  to  find  himself  at  Sande 
about  6  p.m.,  where  he  will  be  well  cared  for  by 
Herr  Sivertsen,  a  brother  of  Sivertsen,  of 
Forde. 

Sivertsen’s  Hotel  is  the  only  one  in  Sande,  and 
is  pleasantly  situated  at  a  stone’s  throw  from  a 
broad  and  fast-running  river,  which  flows  from 
the  Haukdal  valley,  fed  by  the  glaciers.  This 
river  passes  over  a  rocky  bed,  with  but  few  pools, 
consequently  no  heavy  fish  are  to  be  found  in  it. 
Sande  lies  in  a  long  valley,  which  is  unusually 
broad  and  flat,  and  many  charming  walks  are  to 
be  had  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  know  of  no  spot 
that  I  have  visited  in  Norway  more  suitable  for 
the  ordinary  tourist’s  stay.  The  river  is  full  of 
small  trout,  and  evenings  can  be  well  spent  in 
strolling  on  its  banks  with  a  fly  rod. 

There  is,  however,  excellent  fishing  in  the  lakes 
of  Skevdals  Vand  and  Viks  Vand,  situated  four 
and  six  miles  from  Sande.  The  first  lake  is  but 
a  small  one,  and  contains  many  big  fish.  There 
is  only  one  boat  on  it,  which  is  kept  by  Hans 
Skevdalsnaes,  a  farmer,  who  has  passed  many 
years  in  America,  and  consequently  speaks 
English  well.  He  is  a  good  fisherman,  and  a 
capital  companion.  His  only  fault  is  that  he  has 
a  large  vocabulary  of  slang,  which  he  is  too  fond 
of  airing.  In  this  case  and  at  Viks  Vand,  notice 
should  be  sent  to  the  farmer,  intimating  the  want 
of  a  boat.  Viks  Vand  is  a  lake  about  twenty 
miles  long.  The  best  fishing  is  said  to  be  at 
Viks  itself,  a  hamlet  situated  on  the  extreme 
end  of  the  lake.  I  have  not  tried  this  place,  as  a 
visit  to  it  can  only  be  carried  out  by  a  night’s 
rest  at  a  farm-house,  where  accommodation  for 
English  travellers  is  poor,  and  the  experience  I 
have  had  of  sleeping  in  small  farm-houses  has 
taught  me  that  “  roughing  ”  is  too  great  to  be 
compensated  by  a  little  extra  good  fishing.  I 
would  advise  a  fisherman  spending  a  few  days 
at  Sande  to  pay  his  attention  to  the  fishing  to  be 
had  at  Skevdals  Vand  and  Horse  Vik  (Viks 
Vand).  At  the  latter  place,  Arne  Horsevik,  a 
worthy  old  farmer,  keeps  an  excellent  boat,  and 
I  have  had  many  a  pleasant  day  with  him.  He 
is  not  an  English  scholar,  but  is  a  man  of  a  most 
retentive  memory,  and  delights  in  learning  words 
and  terms  connected  with  fishing,  which  he 


makes  use  of  in  a  very  comical  manner.  He 
is  quite  at  home  in  English  society,  and  in¬ 
variably  finishes  the  day  by  an  invitation 
to  the  fishermen  to  spend  the  evening 
with  him,  mentioning  a  store  of  “  brandy-vin  ” 
as  an  inducement  for  a  visit.  A  few  days  spent 
at  Sande,  as  laid  down  in  Bennett’s  programme, 
end  the  fishing  trip,  and  it  is  with  many  regrets 
that  the  sportsman  bids  adieu  to  Herr  Sivertsen 
and  his  family,  who  take  great  pains  to  make  the 
guest  comfortable,  and,  to  judge  from  the  compli¬ 
mentary  remarks  made  in  the  hotel  book,  invari¬ 
ably  succeed.  On  leaving,  a  three  nours’  drive 
takes  the  tourist  by  a  good  road  through  magni¬ 
ficent  scenery  to  Vadheira,  a  small  station  on  the 
Sogn  Fjord,  where  a  steamer  is  met  which  leaves 
at  11. 3()  a.m.,  arriving  at  Bergen  at  seven,  pass¬ 
ing  through  the  usual  grand  fjord  scenery.  It 
will  be  presumed  that  the  traveller  has  engaged 
a  room  at  Smebj’s  Hotel,  and  on  the  following 
day  at  noon  he  will  commence  his  return  journey, 
by  one  of  Wilson’s  steamers.  The  return  berth 
has  to  be  secured  at  the  Bergen  agent  office  (at  a 
short  distance  from  Smeby’s  Hotel),  or  landing 
from  England,  as  the  return  berthing  is  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bergen  agent,  a  most  courteous 
Norwegian  gentleman.  The  steamer  stops  on  its 
home  journey  at  Stavenger,  and,  even  if  there  be 
a  heavy  sea  outside,  a  pleasant  and  smooth  pas¬ 
sage  is  to  be  had  so  far.  All  being  well,  Hull  is 
reached  early  in  the  morning  of  the  third  day, 
and  the  train  leaving  at  10  a.m.  lands  the  tourist 
at  King’s  Cross  at  three  o’clock. 


ON  THINGS  IN  GENERAL,  AND 
GROUND-BAITING  IN  PARTICULAR. 


By  0.  0.  D. 


If  we  take  the  Thames,  Trent,  Lea,  and  Arun, 
ground-baiting  differs  in  a  very  marked  degree, 
and  the  systems  followed  by  many  Thames  pro¬ 
fessionals  vary  as  much  as  those  adopted  by  some 
of  the  Lea  men.  I  have  often  thought  that  if  a 
Thames  fisherman  could  be  transported  bodily 
with  his  punt,  rods,  tackle,  rake,  &o.,  and  pails  of 
ground-bait  to  the  Trent,  and  take  two  or  three 
old  Trent  anglers  on  board  who  had  never  fished 
in  any  other  river  but  the  Trent,  and  probably 
never  fished  from  a  boat,  and  there  and  then 
commence  operations,  they  would  most  as¬ 
suredly  wonder  what  was  going  to  happen.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  Trent  angler  might  walk  for 
long  distances  along  some  reaches  of  the  Thames 
without  seeing  a  single  swim  that  would  exactly 
suite  his  fine  and  far-off  method ;  and  what  your 
Lea  man  would  do  for  a  bit  of  roaching  pure  and 
simple  if  suddenly  deprived  of  his  beloved  pole, 
it  would  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  be  difficult  to 
say,  fishing  for  roach  with  any  other  rod,  in  his 
estimation,  being  considered  unsatisfactory.  But 
it  is  simply  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  there  are 
not  swims  to  be  found  both  on  the  Trent  and 
Thames,  where  roach  congregate  more  or  less  at 
certain  periods  of  the  year,  where  the  Lea  method 
could  be  followed  with  deadly  effect,  particularly 
in  those  swims  that  could  be  operated  upon  from 
the  bank  without  the  shadow  of  his  long  pole 
being  thrown  upon  the  water,  and  especially  in 
the  deeper  eddies  all  through  the  winter,  or  even 
on  cold  days  in  the  summer  ;  for  roach,  like  other 
fish,  quickly  accommodate  themselves  to  a  change 
of  temperature.  Again,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
on  the  Trent,  where  one  swim  can  be  found  to 
suit  the  Lea  there  are  scores  suited  to  the  Trent 
style,  and  in  this,  as  in  several  other  instances, 
it  is  the  river  that  has  occasioned  the  style — a 
style  begun  many  years  ago  in  a  rough  and  ready 
manner  to  suit  the  heavy  fish  then  abounding, 
and  gradually  brought  to  its  present  state  of 
perfection  by  a  new  generation  of  anglers,  who 
look  upon  the  old  methods  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  surprise,  as  well  they  may. 

Sixty  or  seventy  years  ago,  barbel  were  so 
numerous  it  was  very  little  consequence  what 
tackle  an  angler  fished  with  ;  and  I  knew  a  boat¬ 
man  who  often  used  to  capture  barbel  with  a 
hook  baited  with  a  lob-worm,  roughly  tied  on  a 
piece  of  whipcord,  and  pulled  them  out  by  hand. 
I  should  like  to  see  him  do  it  now.  As  time  went 
on,  fish  became  more  and  more  difficult  to  catch, 
until  the  new  methods  gradually,  yet  surely,  took 
the  place  of  the  old. 


It  goes  without  saying,  that  there  are  many 
swims  on  the  Trent  where  an  ordinary  22ft.  Lea 
roach  pole  minus  the  two  bottom  joints  could  be 
used,  but  I  should  like  to  see  a  rod  about  the 
same  length  made  with  three  joints,  with  the  top 
piece  a  shade  more  pliant,  and  with  the  butt  a 
trifle  heavier ;  even  then,  it  would  (or  should)  be 
suffieiently  light  to  be  held  in  one  hand  for  a 
whole  day  without  the  least  fatigue.  I  know 
from  experience  that  it  is  so  much  waste  of  time 
to  try  and  convince  an  angler  who  has  never 
caught  big  roach  on  a  tight  line  that  he  does  not,, 
and  cannot  possibly,  know  what  roach  fishing  really 
is;  and  it  one  were  to  ttll  him  that  catching 
roach  with  a  running  line  is  very  similar  to 
shooting  sparrows  with  duck-shot  he  would  only 
laugh  at  one.  The  Major  would  evidently  call  it 
a  poaching  arrangement ;  but,  when  keeping  well 
out  of  sight  and  operating  upon  the  most  lovely- 
roach  swims,  with  the  rod  held  in  one  hand  with 
the  top  dead  over  the  float,  with  no  reel  or  dis¬ 
jointing  to  attend  to,  with  perfect  command  over 
ihe  swim,  very  few  fish  ought  to  be  missed  or  lost 
when  fishing  under  such  favourable  circumstances 
as  these ;  and  it  seems  extraordinary  that  in  a 
river  where  such  swims  abound,  the  style  is  not 
more  followed.  Two  other  rivers  that  such  a  rod 
would  suit  excellently  well  are  the  Mole  and  the 
Wey  about  By  fleet.  1  have  long  ago  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  fewer  fish  should  be  missed  when 
adopting  this  method  than  any  other,  and  I  have 
caught  many  a  big  roach,  a  large  number  of 
heavy  bream,  and  on  one  occasion  a  trout  fi^lb., 
with  a  similar  rod.  The  rod  that  Charley  South 
constructs  for  fishing  in  the  Ouse  is  an  excellent 
rod  for  tight-line  fishing  for  roach,  and  it  is  a 
capital  rod  for  pegging  for  bream  in  such  rivers 
as  the  Mole,  Trent,  Medway,  and  even  in  several 
swims  in  the  Thames  above  Sunbury,  and  near 
Windsor,  but  it  is  much  too  heavy  to  hold  in  one 
hand  for  any  length  of  time.  It  is  wonderfully 
strong  and  elastic  for  a  three- joint  rod,  and  yet 
several  anglers  I  know  say  they'  would  not  be 
seen  in  a  forty  acre  field  with  it.  I  do  not  think 
any  other  rod  would  suit  the  Ouse  so  well ;  any¬ 
how,  old  Charley  ought  to  know,  and  when  fish¬ 
ing  with  fineish  tackle  and  a  tight  line  “  that  non¬ 
sport  giving  fish  the  bream  ”  (as  someone  some¬ 
where  says)  affords  splendid  sport,  and  takes 
all  one’s  time  to  hold  him,  especially  in  such  a 
strong  tidal  river  as  the  Arun. 

And  this  reminds  me  that  the  amount  of  sport 
to  be  obtained  from  the  capture  of  any  fish  must 
of  course  entirely  depend  upon  the  tackle ;  but  if 
tackle  sufficiently’  fine  be  used,  even  the  tooth¬ 
some  gudgeon  will  afford  capital  sport.  Owing 
to  the  wonderfully  fine  tackle  they  use,  some  of 
the  best  Sheffield  anglers  obtain  splendid  sport 
when  bream  fishing,  even  in  still  water,  and  I  need 
scarcely  say’  that  the  lighter  a  fish  is  hooked 
the  more  sport  it  is  bound  to  give.  I  have 
repeatedly  noticed  that  a  jack,  when  hooked  in 
the  mouth  -with  a  single  hook,  gives  three  times  the 
sport  than  one  with  a  brutal  live  gorge  hook  in 
its  stomach.  In  the  former  case  the  fish,  feeling 
comparatively  little  or  no  pain,  puts  into  force  its 
utmost  strength  to  escape,  whilst  in  the  latter 
the  wretched  fish  is  di’agged  in  literally  by  its 
entrails  often  more  dead  than  alive,  as  there  is 
little  or  no  resistance  from  the  books  to  the 
trace. 

This  is  as  far  removed  from  sport  as  setting  a 
lot  of  wretched,  yelping,  howling  terriers  on  a 
number  of  miserable,  defenceless  rabbits,  is 
removed  from  coursing  proper.  In  short  it  is 
not  sport  but  brutality’,  and  ought  to  be  sup¬ 
pressed.  A  good  many  Lea  fishermen  have  found 
out  that  throwing  in  such  vast  quantities  of  bread 
and  bran,  as  they  were  in  the  habit  of  doing  not 
so  many  years  ago,  is  a  great  mistake.  I  am 
now  speaking  more  especially’  when  fishing  in 
warm  weather,  for  as  a  rule  the  less  ground- 
bait  used  in  the  winter  the  better,  for  such  fish 
as  barbel,  bream,  tench,  carp,  and  eels  scarcely 
ever  feed.  It  is  a  mistake,  because  in  warm 
weather  the  roach  very  often  prefer  the  mixture 
of  bread  and  bran  to  the  paste  on  the  hook.  I  do 
myself.  I  can  eat  one,  but  I  cannot  eat  the  other, 
being  very  often  a  nasty  clarty,  sticky,  disagree¬ 
able  “  mosh,”  but  the  bread  and  bran  is  not  half 
so  bad.  They  prefer  the  above  bait,  with  the 
usual  result,  that  they  gorge  themselves  with-the 
ground-bait  ard  refuse  the  hook-bait.  But  more 
of  this  anon. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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NOTTINGHAM  WELLINGTON  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

The  eighteenth  anmia,!  dinner  of  this,  the  leading 
angling  society  in  the  Midlands,  was  held  at  the  Wel¬ 
lington  Hotel,  Station-street,  Nottingham,  on  Thursday 
week,  when  occasion  was  taken  to  present  a  handsome 
testimonial  to  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  enterprising 
honorary  secretary.  There  was  a  very  large  muster  of 
members,  and  the  catering  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bestow,  the 
respected  host  and  hostess,  left  nothing  to  he  desired. 

The  President  of  the  society  (Mr.  W.  Gaskell),  in 
making  the  presentation,  said  that  members  were  aware 
that  they  had  entered  upon  a  new  era  in  connection 
with  it.  For  the  first  time  in  their  long  history  they 
possessed  waters  of  their  own.  They  numbered  a 
hundred  members,  and  the  object  of  the  executive  was 
to  make  their  proceedings  more  highly  attractive  in  the 
future.  So  far  they  had  existed  for  the  good  of  sport 
generally.  (Hear,  hear.)  Nottingham  was  essentially 
an  angling  town,  and  their  mode  or  style  of  fishing  was 
respected  by  skilled  anglers  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
In  fact,  the  “  Nottingham  style  ”  was  becoming  known 
everywhere.  It  was  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  advo¬ 
cacy  by  the  society  for  a  tax  or  licence  on  the  rods  of 
coarse  fishermen  frequenting  the  banka  of  the  Trent  had 
not  been  more  favourably  received.  The  society  had, 
however,  attained  some  success  in  the  matter  of  the 
pollution  of  the  river  and  its  tributaries.  Had  the 
public  accepted  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Bromley,  Notts. 
Conservator  on  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  for  a  tax, 
which  meant  water  bailiffs  from  the  board  in  the 
Nottingham  district,  the  absorption  of  fishing  waters 
would  not,  perhaps,  have  been  quite  so  pronounced  as  they 
were  at  the  present  period.  If  the  absorption  con¬ 
tinued,  anglers,  he  was  afraid,  would  possess  small 
chance  of  exercising  their  piscatorial  proclivities' near 
home.  The  advisers  of  the  Nottingham  Angling  Society 
had  made  a  mistake  in  not  following  the  advice  tendered 
in  alljsincerity  for  their  own  benefit  by  Mr.  Bromley. 
(Applause.)  Their  own  society  stood  A  1  as  a  sporting 
society,  and  he  had  no  doubt  it  could  continue  to  main¬ 
tain  its  reputation  in  that  respect.  He  trusted  that,  as 
regarded  their  own  waters  at  Shardlow,  all  members 
would  respect  the  vested  interests  of  the  people  occupy¬ 
ing  land  adjoining  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  must 
always  respect  the  rights  and  privileges  of  other 
people.  For  the  first  angling  season  there  they  could 
not  expect  to  realize  all  their  expectations,  for  the 
waters  had  been  neglected  and  abused,  but  he  hoped 
that  in  three  or  four  years’  time  they  would  stand  A  1 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Their  success  had  not  been 
accidental.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Spray,  then  hon.  sec., 
had  had  much  to  do  with  their  success,  and  the  work  he 
had  performed  redounded  greatly  to  his  credit.  He  had 
secured  many  new  members,  and  they  all  owed  him  a 
deep  debt  of  gratitude.  Personally,  he  had  every  reason 
to  esteem  and  respect  him.  The  testimonial  fund  had 
been  most  heartily  and  liberally  responded  to,  and  they 
were  able  that  night  to  hand  over  to  Mr.  Spray  the  side- 
hoard,  with  ornaments,  and  the  illuminated  address  they 
saw  before  them.  (Cheers.) 

The  address  was  as  follows  :  “  This  address,  together 
with  a  sideboard  and  bronzes,  was  presented  to  Mr. 
Harry  Spray,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington 
Angling  Society,  by  the  members,  as  a  testimony  of  his 
valuable  services  during  the  past  five  years.  Signed, 
William  Gaskell,  chairman ;  H.  E.  Wilkins,  hon.  sec. 
and  treasurer  of  testimonial  committee  ;  committee — 
W.  F.  Armitage,  F.  Baker,  S.  F.  Bestow,  T.  Burgoyne, 


J.  Clayton,  E.  Hooton,  A.  Hunt,  J.  Spray,  J.  Tomlin¬ 
son,  E.  West,  G.  E.  Wilford,  and  T.  Wood.”  In  the 
left  corner  of  the  address  was  a  medallion  representation 
of  the  famous  Duke  of  Wellington  ;  whilst  in  the  corre¬ 
sponding  corner  scenes  are  depicted  of  the  society’s 
waters  at  Shardlow  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  King’s 
Mills.  The  border  is  richly  embellished  with  rods,  land¬ 
ing  nets,  gaffs,  fly-hooks,  &c.  A  very  handsome  volume 
containing  the  names  of  eighty-five  subscribers  to  the 
testimonial  fund  also  accompanied  the  address,  which 
was  executed  by  Mr.  W.  Burrows,  of  High  Pavement, 
Nottingham. 

Addresses,  complimentary  to  the  arduous  duties  per¬ 
formed  by  Mr.  Spray,  were  delivered  by  Mr.  F.  Warsop 
(vice-chairman),  Mr.  S.  W.  Widdowson  (an  old  chum  in 
■the  athletic  world),  and  Mr,  H.  E.  Wilkins. 

Mr.  Spray  acknowledged  the  gift  in  a  graceful  and 
terse  speech,  in  which  he  stated  that  his  work,  as  an 
enthusiastic  angler,  had  been  a  labour  of  love.  He  was 
very  proud  of  that  day,  and  prouder  still  of  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  his  brother  anglers.  He  valued  their  esteem 
more  than  he  could  value  any  testimonial.  He  hoped 
that  in  the  course  of  a  few  seasons  the  society  would 
possess  between  300  and  400  sterling  members— 
“  splodgers  ”  of  the  right  sort  with  true  sporting 
instincts.  (Cheers.) 

An  admirable  programme  of  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  was  performed  during  the  evening,  and  the  whole 
proceedings  certainly  marked  a  red-letter  day  in  the 
pages  of  the  society’s  history. 


HL^LL  TIMES  COMPETITION  AT  BEIGG. 

The  following  are  the  conditions  of  the  Hull  Times 
match : — 1.  All  kinds  of  fish  to  weigh.  2.  That  the 
mode  of  fishing  be  strictly  confined  to  angling.  No  fish 
or  artificial  bait  allowed.  3.  No  competitor  will  he 
allowed  to  have  two  rods  jointed  at  one  time.  4.  Any 
amalgamation  of  fish  will  disqualify  all  parties  con¬ 
cerned,  and  any  fish  suspected  of  being  weighted  or 
otherwise  unsatisfactory,  the  referees  shall  have  the 
power  to  open  after  having  been  weighed-in.  If  any 
weight  be  found,  the  competitor  shall  be  disqualified. 
.5.  Each  competitor  will  receive  a  ticket  on  payment  of 
his  entrance  fee,  which  he  will  be  requested  to  wear  at 
the  time  of  the  contest.  6.  All  fish  to  be  weighed  at 
the  riverside  immediately  after  the  contest.  7.  Dura¬ 
tion  of  contest,  four  hours  ;  to  fish  not  less  than  ten 
yards  apart,  and  each  competitor  to  fish  on  his  peg. 
8.  Each  competitor  to  strike  and  land  his  own  fish,  and 
not  to  leave  his  allotted  length  except  for  natural  causes 
during  the  term  of  fishing.  9.  If  any  dispute  arise  the 
referees  shall  have  power  to  decide,  aud  their  decision 
shall  be  final.  10.  Mr.  Lewis  (the  editor  of  the  Hull 
Times)  has  consented  to  act  as  treasurer,  and  all 
entrance  money  will  be  handed  over  to  that  gentleman. 
11.  Successful  competitors  will  receive  their  prize  money 
within  three  days  after  the  contest.  12.  All  competitors’ 
tickets  to  be  given  up  when  weighing-in.  13.  No  com¬ 
petitor  to  wet  his  line  or  use  ground  bait  before  the 
signal  to  commence  is  given.  14.  All  complaints  to  he 
lodged  with  the  constables  walking  the  bank,  who  will 
each  wear  a  red  rosette.  15.  The  result  will  be  made 
known  in  the  Hull  Daily  Mail  and  Sheffield  Telegraph 
on  the  following  day,  and  in  the  Hull  and  Lincolnshire 
Times,  Northern  Angler,  and  Fishing  Gazette  on  the 
following  Saturday. 


The  capture  of  a  71b.  lloz.  barbel  is  not  an  every  day 
occurrence,  even  with  suitable  tackle,  but  Mr.  G. 
Westrup  (a  friend  of  Mr.  W.  Bambridge,  of  Eton)  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  capturing  a  barbel  of  the  above  weight  while 
roach  fishing.  The  same  hook  which  led  to  the  demise 
of  Mr.  Barbel  was  responsible  for  201b.  of  roach.  Mr. 
Bambridge  has  kindly  forwarded  a  hook  similar  to  the 
one  used  by  Mr.  Westrup — S.  S.  sneck  No.  9  on  refina 
gut — but  says  he  prefers  to  use  No.  H  crystal.  This 
speaks  well  for  the  quality  of  Mr.  Bambridge’s  tackle, 
and  the  skill  of  Mr.  Westrup,  and  his  fisherman,  Gray. 

Prosecutions  at  Tadcaster. — William  Holloway, 
secretary  of  the  Tadcaster  Angling  and  Preservation 
Association,  had  taken  out  summonses  against  Samuel 
Noble,  J.  E.  Thompson,  and  T.  Laverack  for  taking  fish 
during  the  close  season.  The  prosecutions  were  taken 
under  the  Fresh  Water  Fisheries  Act,  1878,  the  11th  sec¬ 
tion  of  which  Act  gave  the  period  between  March  15  and 
June  15,  inclusive,  as  the  close  season  for  fresh-water 
fish. — Samuel  Noble  pleaded  guilty  to  taking  the  fish, 
but  was  unaware  that  there  was  any  close  season.  He 
was  helping  to  put  in  a  new  turbine  at  the  mill,  and, 
seeing  the  fish,  he  caught  them  with  his  hand  and  threw 
them  out. — The  case  of  Laverack  was  then  taken. — Mr. 
Bromet  informed  the  Bench  that  there  were  several 
witnesses  who  had  seen  them  fishing  in  the  water 
between  the  Tadcaster  Mill  and  the  bridge. — Henry 
Fairborne  had  his  attention  first  called  to  the  two 
defendants  on  June  9  by  Henry  Barker,  who  said  they 
were  catching  chub.  Witness  accordingly  went  over  the 
bridge  along  with  another  witness,  and  proceeded  to  the 
wood-yard.  Whilst  there,  they  saw  Thompson  catch  a 
chub.  On  proceeding  to  the  place  they  asked  to  see 
Laverack’s  creel,  but  that  defendant  would  not  let 
them  see  inside  it.  As  he  persisted  in  his  refusal,  a 
policeman  was  sent  for,  hut,  in  the  meantime,  the 
defendants  went  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  club,  and 
suffered  his  creel  to  be  examined.  In  the  creel  were 
found  two  chub,  which  Laverack  admitted  having 
caught,  but  said  he  was  a  novice  at  fishing.  Mr. 
Thompson  had  invited  him  over  to  fish  that  day,  and  he 
had  bought  a  “  length”  purposely.  Fairhome  said  the 
rights  of  fishing  in  the  waters  were  transferred  from 
the  owners  to  them,  and  they  preserved  the  fishing.— 
William  Holloway,  the  secretary  of  the  society,  took  a 
couple  of  chub  out  of  defendant’s  box.  The  tickets 
issued  by  the  club  empowered  them  only  to  catch  such 
fish  as  were  in  season  at  the  time.  They  held  the  rights 
and  conserved  the  fishing.  When  a  man  bought  a  ticket 
they  expected  him  to  conform  to  the  rules  and,  if 
he  did  not  know  the  rules,  to  go  by  the  Act  of  Parlia« 
ment.  No  rules  were  published  on  the  tickets. — Mr. 
Smith  then  raised  the  point  as  to  whether  this  part  of 
the  water  came  under  the  Fresh  Water  Fisheries 
Act.  He  thought  not,  as  it  was  a  tidal  water.  On  the 
question  being  submitted  to  Mr.  Holloway,  that  gentle¬ 
man  said  he  should  consider  that  the  river  was  not  a 
lidal  one,  hut  would  not  positively  swear  to  it. — The 
Magistrates  taking  this  latter  view  of  the  matter,  Mr. 
Smith  further  raised  the  point  as  to  whether  the  chub 
was  a  fresh-water  fish,  or  did  it  emigrate  from  the  sea 
to  the  fresh  water  and  back.  Being  defeated  on  this 
point  also,  Mr.  Smith  said  his  client  had  a  perfect  right 
to  refuse  to  show  the  contents  of  his  creel  until  he  was 
shown  a  written  authority. — Mr.  Bromet  elicited  the 
fact  that  Thonpmn  had  had  con.-iderable  experience, 
being  known  by  tbe  nick-name  of  “  Killem.” — The  Bench 
fined  Noble  23.  fid.  without  costs,  which  would  he  re¬ 
mitted  to  the  society ;  and  Laverack  and  Thompson  5s. 
each  with  costs. 


BERTHQN  PORTABLE  FOLDING  BOATS 

FOR  PISHING  ON  SEA,  LAKE,  AND  RIVER. 

No.  1. — Length,  7ft. ;  Breadth  (Open), 
3ft. ;  Price  £8 ;  will  Carry  Comfor¬ 
tably  2  persons. 


No.  2.— Length,  Qft. ;  Breadth  (Open), 
4ft.  j^Price  £12 ;  will  Carry  Comfor¬ 
tably  3  persons. 

f 

No.  1  Boat  is  complete  with  Pair  o 
Sculls,  Thole  Pins,  aud  a  Cork  Cushion 
or  Folding  Stool,  according  to  choice. 

No.  2  is  fitted  with  3  Seats,  Thole 
Pins,  and  Sculls. 


EXTBAS. 

Mast  and  Sail,  2.5/-  and  30/-;  Extra 
Cork  Cushions,  7/G;  Wrappers,  2/- 
and  2/6. 

7ft.  Berthon  Fishino  Boat,  with  Anqler  and  Gillie. 

The  Framework  of  the  Berthon  Boat  is  composed  of  the  finest 
Canadian  Elm,  with  outer  and  inner  coverings  of  specially-prepared 
canvas.  The  action  of  expanding  the  Boat  fills  the  space  between 
the  outer  and  Inner  coverings  with  air,  rendering  the  same  a  perfect 
Life-boat.  It  collapses  or  folds  up  lengthways,  and  can  be  stowed  away 
In  a  space  a  few  inches  in  width.  One  person  can  get  the  Berthon 
Boat  ready  for  use  in  a  minute,  without  any  previous  instruction. 

FOB  PBICE  LISTS  AND  INFOEMATION  APPLY ; 

BERTHON  BOAT  COMPANY,  Limited. 

Works:  ROMSEY,  HjANTS. 
London  Office:  50,  HOLBORN  VIADUCT,  E.C.,  where 
the  Boats  can  bo  seen  daily  between  lO  and  6  o’clock. 


COOPCR  Sc  SORS, 

t^ATUBALISTS  TO  H.B.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  EDINBUBQH. 

SIIiVEB  MEDALS,  1887,  '80,  &  ’82. 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING. 


28,  RADNOR  ST.,  ST.  LUKE^S,  LONDON.  E.C. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OP 

«  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE,’" 

Bound  in  cloth,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Publisbera,  price  6s.  6d.  each  ;  post  free,  7s.  3d. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

‘  @oIIigo  ’ 

PORTFOLIO 

This  Portfolio  js  very  compact  and  useful  to  all 
persons  desirous  of  preserving  The  Fishinu 
Gazette. 

The  Back  is  made  of  Curved  Wood  with  Brass 
Clamps  each  end,  to  which  are  firmly  fastened 

FIFTY-TWO  ELASTICS  OR  STRINGS. 

Among  other  advantages  possessed  by  this 
Portfoho,  we  specially  draw  attention  to  the 
following : 

Opens  Flatter  than  a  Bound  Book. 

No  Piercing  or  Mutilation  of  Contents. 

No  Margin  taken  up  in  Filing. 

The  Contents  can  be  Bead  to  the  very  Edge. 
Any  Paper  can  be  Easily  Kerooved 
without  interfering  with  the  others. 

siMFiiz:.  STROira.  cheap. 


PEICE  FIVE  SHILLINGS,  POST  FREE. 

THE  FISHING  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


CATALOGUE  OF 
SECONDHAND  BODKS 

And  Remainders  of  New  Books  of 
Travel,  Sport,  &c. 

No.  90  for  May,  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  post 
free. 

WHiLlAM  POTTER,  30,  Exchange-Street  East, 
Liverpool. 


THE 

GERMAN  FISHING  GAZETTE 

A  WEEKLY, 

Is  published  at  Stettin  (Germany),  by  Hbreokb 
&  Lkbelino.  Devoted  to  Angling,  Commercial 
Fishing,  Fish  Trade,  Fish  Culture,  and  Aquaria. 

Sample  copies  free  and  post  paid.  Annual 
•ubseription,  post  free,  12  marks  (12  shillings). 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 
send  2b.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  “  The  Phblishbbs’  Oib- 
ODLAB  AND  BOOKSBLLBES’  BeOOBD,"  St.  Dun- 
atan’s  Home,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALET'S  TACKLE  &  FIT  FODCH. 

Length  5  inches.  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts,  Flies,  and  Hooks,  and  though  holding 
a  large  quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room  in  the  pocket,  and  having 
turned  down  leather  flaps,  always  keeps  .closed.  It  has  solid  leather  backs  and 
waterproof  vegetable  leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size,  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size,  2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all 
Fishing  Tackle  Dealers,  or 

WIX^r^IAlVI  BIRKET, 

LORD  STREET,  PRESTON, 

Wholesale  Agents:  S.  ALLCOCK  and  CO.,  Eedditch. 


THE  ROSSES  FISHERY,  DUN6LQE,  CO.  DONEGAL 

'W'HirrE:  and  brown  trout  fishing. 


FISHING  SOCKS 

TO  WEAR  OVER  WADERS. 


HAND  KNIT. 


HEAVY  HAND-KNITTED  SOCKS  ...  28.  Od. 

SUPEE  QUALITY  „  „  ...  28.  6d. 


SPECIAL  HAND-KNITTED  STOCKINGS,  3s.  lid. 
SUPEE  QUALITY  „  „  4s.  lid. 

Postage:  1  Pair  3d.;  2  Pairs  4Jd. 

COMPLETE  PRICE  LIST  °OST  FREE. 


A.W.GAlVIiLOB, 

Sportman’s  Outfitter, 

126  to  129,  HOIBOEN,  LONDON,  E.C. 


This  fishing  comprises  over  one  hundred  Lakes.  In  all  these  there  are  an  abundance  of 
Brown  Trout.  Seven  or  eight  of  the  largest  Lakes  are  full  of  White  Trout.  At  the  proper 
season,  from  20th  July  to  end  of  September,  White  Trout  are  caught  up  to  .51b.  and  over.  Twenty-six 
miles  from  Letterkenny  and  Stranorlar  Stations.  A  Mail  Car  at  very  moderate  fares  runs  to  and 
from  the  latter  Station  daily.  There  is  very  comfortable  accommodation  to  he  had  in  the  town  of 
Dnngloe. 

Te*?*»»s— 30/-  peso  xnonA:lx;  lO/-  pex*  i»re©te  pez*  vod. 

TEN  BOATS  ON  THE  LAKES;  5/-  PEE  DAY,  MAN  AND  BOAT. 

The  Sea  Fishing  is  excellent,  and  there  is  good  Seal  and  Bock  Pigeon  Shooting. 

For  Further  Particulars  Apply  to 

Mr.  HANLON,  C  P.S.,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Bst.  1818. 

Ten  Prise  MedsU. 


THE  SFOBXMAZT’S  VADE  MEOUM. 

HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


OoldHadsIs, 
PsrU,  1878, 
London,  1884 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 


PETEB  F.  HEEBXBa, 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  &c. 
-Artesian  Well  Water.  Eleotrio  Light  throughout. 

Moderate  Tariff.  Table  d’Hote,  6  to  8. 

Wedding  Receptions,  Regimental  and  Private  Dinners,  ic. 

YACHTING  SFISHING  tTe  NORFOLK  BROADS 

YACHXS  for  hire:.  List,  with  full  description,  on  application. 

A.  J.  RTJDD  (late  C.  J.  Gl-reene),  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 

Evert  Information  as  to  Fishing  Grounds  given  to  Customers. 


PuTFcyor  by  Appointments  to  the  Boyal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courts  and  H.R.H.  the  Prlnoe  of  Wales. 

Bold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merohante 


SALMON  FUES  AND  GOT  CASTS. 

Little  &  CO.  are  now  showing 
a  large  and  varied  Stock  of 
Magnificent  SPRING  SALMON 
FLIES,  ali  dressed  by  first-class 
workmen. 

LITTLE  &  CO.  make  a  speciality  of 
SINGLE  GUT  SALMON  CASTS  of  the 
Inest  quality.  Each  cast  being  tested  and  carefully  examined,  they 
can  with  confidence  recommend  them  to  all  salmon  fishers. 


A  call  is  respectfully  invited  to  inspect  the  large  stock.  Illustrated  catalogue  post  free,  8  stamps. 


G.  LITTLE  &  CO.,  63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


The  Anglers’  Waterproofers, 

_  3*7  _ 

QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, 

LONDON,  E.C. 


THE  IMPROVED  ‘BUCKLAND’.FISUnG 

WATERPROOFS. 
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JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  Las  started  the  coarse  fish 
season  at  Amberley,  and,  considerinsf  the  stateness  of 
the  water,  had  fair  sport.  He  asks  if  wo  would  add  the 
Pulborongh  and  Amberley  tides,  as  they  form  an  im. 
portant  part  of  the  programme  when  fishing  these 
waters.  Certainly  ;  and  thank  him  for  the  suggestion. 
*###** 

The  Billingsgate  fish  porters  were  recently  startled, 
while  unloading  the  fish  tanks,  at  the  sight  of  a  man 
*■  serenely  and  peacefully  cradled  among  the  fish,  which 
w'obbled  around  him  as  the  tank  was  moved.”  After  he 
had  been  well  shaken  (for  he  was  sound  asleep),  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “  What  are  you  doing  here  ?  ” 
he  replied:  “I’m  working  my  passage  to  London.  I 
worked  it  on  a  smack  from  Hull  to  Grimsby,  and  as  I 
have  some  friends  in  London,  I  thought  I  should  like  to 
see  them,  so  I  got  in  among  the  fish.”  He  gave  his 
name  as  John  Waterhouse,  and  was  carried — after  being 
washed  and  scraped — before  the  Lord  Mayor,  charged 
with  travelling  on  the  railway  without  a  ticket. 

###*## 

Pollack  fishing  is  being  prosecuted  with  fair  results 
just  now  near  Exmouth,  fish  of  101b.  and  I  tlb.  falling 
to  one  rod.  Bass  are  very  plentiful  in  the  river,  but 
the  clearness  of  the  water  is  prejudicial  to  heavy 
baskets.  #  #  # 

An  impression  prevails  amongst  some  London  anglers 
that  onli/  a  gold  medal  is  to  bo  fished  for  in  the  “  All- 
England  Competition,”  pr-omoted  by  the  JIiiU  Timea, 
on  July  24.  The  first  prize  is  ^617  lOs.,  and  the  gold 
medal ;  second,  .£10  ;  third,  £5  ;  fourth,  £3  ;  fifth,  £1 ; 
five  at  £1  ;  four  at  15s.  ;  four  at  lO.s.  ;  and  ten  at  5s. 
each.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  £50  in  cash  will  bo 
distributed  in  addition  to  a  gold  medal. 

###### 

A  CORRESPONDENT  Writes  me  lamenting  the  loss  of 
fish  by  poisoning,  which  appears  to  be  very  rife  just 
now,  and  closes  his  letter  by  describing  a  means  of 
capture,  which,  he  thinks,  “  should  satisfy  any  ordinary 
poacher.”  It  is  not  my  intention  to  publish  this  latest 
addition  to  a  very  long  list  of  illegal  methods  for  the 
wholesale  slaughter  of  fish  ;  and,  as  this  decision  will 
not  be  1‘egretted  by  angler-sportsmen,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  a  sharp  eye  will  be  kept  on  other  than  members 
of  our  angling  clubs. 

#*«*## 

Many  and  various  are  the  suggestions  for  celebrating 
i  ho  3(t0th  birthday  of  Izaak  Walton.  It  is  sincerely  to 
be  hoped  that  the  frequenter.9  of  the  stream  in  which 
Ihe  author  of  “  The  Compleat  Angler  ”  loved  to  lure  the 
finny  denizens,  will  organise  a  gigantic  competition  in 
aid  of  the  preservation  socteties,  and  that  some  of  the 
money  realised  be  devoted  to  increasing  the  stock  of  fish 
in  the  Lea ;  although  a  visit  to  Ware  on  Tuesday 
revealed  the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  a  monster  trout 
which  roams  between  the  bridge  and  the  boom,  the 
water  is  not  badly  stocked.  Another  suggestion,  which, 
I  believe,  originated  with  the  Junior  Ply-fi-hsrs,  is 
that  a  casting  competition  should  be  held,  open  to  all 
comers.  We  shall  see  what  we  shall  see  ! 

*#*#** 

A  CONTEMPORARY  states  that  on  Tuesday  evening 
last  a  thirsty  sparrow  hopped  to  the  edge  of  the  famous 
fountain  in  the  Temple,  intent  on  a  “  drink.”  Tliere  is 
nothing  extraordinary  about  this.  But  what  reads  like 
“  a  fish  story  ”  is  the  part  which  says  :  “  one  of  the  fish 
suddenly  leaped  from  the  basin  and  seized  the  sparrow 
by  the  leg.  The  bird,  squealed,  chirped,  and  struggled, 
but  another  fish  came  to  the  assistance  of  its  brother, 
and  between  the  two  they  dragged  the  poor  sparrow 
into  the  water  and  killed  it.” 

####** 

The  new  Central  Association  water  is  evidently  worth 
a  visit.  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  of  the  North  London  Club,  on 
the  18th  inst-,  succeeded  in  taking  141b.  of  bream 


At  Amberley,  on  the  same  date,  Mr.  McDonnell  took 
101b.  6oz.  of  bream  (heaviest  fish  31b.  4,^oz.),  and,  whiLt 
ledgering,  a  take  which  he  did  not  weigh-in — a  full.y- 
opened  umbrella,  to  which  was  attached  a  lady’s  hand¬ 
bag,  ####*# 

There  is  a  rather  interesting  bit  of  history  connected 
with  the  famous  pond  at  Fontainebleau,  which  has  just 
been  cleared  of  all  its  carp,  perch,  and  gudgeon.  The 
pond  abounded  chiefly  in  fine  carp,  and  when  Prince 
Frederick  Charles  of  Prussia  had  his  headquarters  in 
Ihe  historic  ch:iteau  daring  the  occupation  of  France  by 
the  Germans  in  1870  he  gave  orders  that  a  wholesale 
fishing  expedition  should  take  place.  Nets  and  tackle 
were  accordingly  requisitioned  by  the  troops,  but  none 
could  be  found.  The  local  anglers  had  either  hidden  or 
destroyed  their  piscatorial  paraphernalia,  and  the  “  Red 
Prince”  could  consequently  taste  but  very  few  of  the 
carp  for  which  he  longed.  Now,  however,  the  pond  has 
to  be  cleared,  as  mud  has  been  accumulating  in  it  for  the 
space  of  twenty-five  years,  a  state  of  aft'airs  which  caused 
a  sort  of  epidemic  among  the  fish  in  1837,  when  the 
surface  of  the  water  was  covered  with  hundreds  of  dead 
carp.  The  fishes  drawn  out  of  the  ijond  in  nets  have 
been  placed  temporarily  in  the  smaller  ponds  around  the 
chateau.  ###### 

As  evidence  of  the  “forward”  character  of  the 
present  season,  Messrs.  Richardson,  of  Ye  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury-pavement,  notify  us  that  they 
have  wasp  grub  bait  in  stock.  This  is  fully  a  month  or 
six  weeks  before  the  usual  time.  •  Dragnet. 


V/RINKLES  AND  HINTS. 


Oy’Sters  as  large  as  soup-plates  grow  off  the  coast  of 
Virginia.  _ 


The  Scotch  herring  fishery  is  now  the  greatest  in  the 
world,  employing  12,000  boats  and  100,000  people. 


On  Thursday  morning  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the 
sword  fish  was  caught  in  the  salmon  nets  of  the  Solway, 
near  Annan. 

One  of  the  largest  hauls  of  mackerel  over  known  on 
the  Western  Cosat  was  made  recently  in  the  West  Bay 
at  Abbotabury,  Dorset,  when  over  30,000  fine  fish  were 
landed.  _ 


The  Colourtng  oe  Trout. — The  colouring  of  trout 
depends  on  the  colour  of  the  bottom  of  the  river  or  stream 
in  which  he  lives,  and  on  the  purity  of  the  water  and 
the  plenty  or  otherwise  of  food.  Of  them  all,  however, 
trout  which  have  access  to  salt  water  posmss  the 
most  dazzling  silver  tints,  owing  to  the  variety  and 
abundance  of  food  at  their  command. 


Migratory  fish  are  hatched  and  partly  matured  in 
fresh  water.  They  feed  and  grow  in  the  sea,  it  is  true, 
but  they  are  never  caught  there,  so  that  their  protection 
and  preservation  should  be  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are 
not  so  deeply  interested  in  making  them  a  saleable 
commodity.  Besides  all  this,  there  must  be  some  con¬ 
sideration  for  the  sportsman,  who,  without  question, 
spends  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  he  fishes  ten 
times  as  much  money  as  all  the  fish  he  catches,  if  sold, 
would  fetch.  _ 


A  Living  Pop-Gun. — In  the  Eastern  seas,  from 
Ceylon  to  Japan,  there  abounds  a  little  fish,  belonging 
to  the  genus  Cliulndon,  which  secures  its  prey  by  means 
of  an  instrument  like  the  blow-pipe  used  by  boys  for 
projecting  peas.  The  nose  of  this  fish  is  a  sort  of  heak. 
through  which  it  has  the  power  of  propelling  a  drop  of 
water  with  force  enough  to  bring  down  a  fly.  Its  aim  is 
very  accurate,  and  it  rarely  misses  its  object.  The  un- 
su.specting  victim  sits  on  a  weed  or  tuft  of  grass  near  the 
water  ;  the  fish  approaches  cautiously,  stealthily  pro¬ 
jects  its  tube,  takes  a  sure  aim,  and  lets  fly,  when  down 
drops  the  insect,  to  bo  swallowed  by  its  captor. 


Mr.  William  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  says  that 
pouting  and  chad  are  to  be  had  in  large  quantifies 
round  our  coast.  The  finest  fish  are  taken  in  from 
sixteen  to  twenty  fathoms,  although  within  200  yards 
from  the  shore.  Some  time  since  he  rigged  up  an 
endless  line  that  reached  the  bottom.  It  was  furnished 
with  loz.  pipe  leads  and  a  wire  outrigger,  with  gut  hook 
at  every  fathom,  and  the  bait  small  pieces  of  rag-worm. 
The  mode  of  using  it  was  as  follows  :  The  boat  was 
anchored  according  to  bearings,  and  when  it  had  settled 
in  position,  the  two  fishermen  (for  it  took  two  to  work 
the  line)  placed  themselves  one  in  the  stern  and  one  in 
the  bow,  and  the  line  was  baited  and  lowered  to  the 
bottom.  There  was  no  waiting  for  a  bite,  but  the  one 
in  the  bow  gradually  hauled  up  the  line  and  took  off 
what  fish  were  hooked,  the  one  in  the  stern  merely 
passing  the  1  no  down  again,  first  baiting  the  hooks 
that  required  it.  _ 

Saving  that  when  yon  knock  him  on  the  head  a  fish 
quivers  as  terribly  as  a  man  in  extreme  agony,  we  know 
nothing  about  the  sensibility  of  fish.  A  salmon  is 
marvellously  adapted  to  the  conditions  amid  which  it 
lives.  It  can  cleave  through  tons  of  water  falling 
perpendicularly  ;  yet  its  fins  and  its  tail,  which  seem  to 
hold  the  iiropelling  power,  are  not  less  fragile  than  the 
wings  of  a  bat.  It  can  be  killed  without  injury  to  its 
contour,  and  a  plaster  cast  of  it  cxn  be  made  ;  yet  no 
mechanician  can  devise  an  instrument  which  will  lie  in 
the  water  and  move  as  it  does,  and  no  theory  of 
dynamic.s  has  explained  either  its  postures  in  the  water 
or  its  motion.  Softer  and  more  pliable  than  any  woman, 
it  has  the  strength  of  a  mole,  which,  proportionately,  is 
greater  than  that  of  an  elephant;  simple  in  its  organisa¬ 
tion  as  it  seems,  its  movements  are  as  inimitable  by  any 
human  cantrivance  as  the  flight  of  a  bird  hai  proved 
to  be.  _ _ _ 


Fighting-Fishes. — There  is  a  little  hot-tempered  fish, 
known  as  lielta  pwjnax,  which  is  kept  as  a  sort  of 
domestic  pet  by  the  Siamese  to  display  its  prowess  for 
the  edification  of  the  Mongolian  intelligence.  “  When 
in  a  state  of  quiet,”  says  Cantor,  “  its  dull  colours 
present  nothing  remarkable ;  but,  if  two  bo  brought 
together,  or  if  one  sees  its  own  image  in  a  looking-glass, 
the  little  creature  becomes  suddeuly  excited,  the  raised 
fins  and  the  whole  body  shine  with  metallic  colours  of 
dazzling  beauty,  while  the  projected  gill-membrane, 
waving  like  a  black  frill  round  the  throat,  adds  some¬ 
thing  of  grotesqueness  to  the  general  appearance.  In 
this  state  it  makes  repeated  darts  at  its  real  or  reflected 
antagonist.  But  both,  when  taken  out  of  each  other’s 
sight,  instantly  become  quiet.”  The  fighting-fishes,  as 
the  Siamese  call  them,  are  kept,  a  contemporary  tells  us, 
in  globes  like  gold-fish,  and  fed  from  time  to  time  with 
the  larviio  of  mosquitoes.  The  Siamese  are  as  wild  after 
their  combats  as  the  Malays  are  for  cock-fighting,  and 
often  stake  large  sums,  or  even  the  freedom  of  them¬ 
selves  and  their  families,  on  the  prowess  and  skill  of  a 
particular  Betta.  The  licence  to  exhibit  fish-fights  is 
tomed  by  government,  and  brings  in  a  cinsiderable 
revenue  to  the  King  of  Siam. 


GROUND  BAIT. 


A  FISHING  club,  which  has  its  headquarters  withiil  a 
hundred  miles  of  Rotherham,  had  made  all  arrangements 
for  the  annual  match,  when  at  the  last  moment  it  was 
found  that  for  some  reason  or  the  other  the  water  where 
the  affair  was  due  to  come  off  was  unavailable,  and  the 
officials  were  in  despair.  Luckily,  however,  the  secretary 
bethought  himself  of  a  large  mere  about  twenty  miles 
away,  on  which  some  years  before  he  had  once  had  good 
sport.  So  the  proprietor  of  the  lake  was  immediately 
written  to,  and  he,  being  a  good  sort,  albeit  he  took 
little  interest  in  fishing,  at  once  wired  back,  “  Yes,  come 
and  welcome.  I  will  make  arrangements  for  you.” 
Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  that,  and  on 
the  eventful  day  fifty  members,  all  confident  of  success, 
went  down  by  an  early  train,  and  were  met  at  the 
entrance  to  the  estate  by  the  head  gardener.  “  T’  Squire 
sez  yer  can  go  onywheear  abaht  t’  park  an’  ’ave  a  Ink 
rahnd,  but  yer  mustn’t  go  near  t’  waiter  till  after  one 
o’clock,”  he  explained.  At  which  everybody  looked 
puzzled  and  angry  at  the  thought  of  having  to  wait  four 
hours  before  commencing  operations.  “  But  the  fish 
will  be  off  the  feed  by  then,”  grumbled  one.  “  No,  they 
wean’t,”  returned  the  gardener,  emphatically;  “yer 
wean’t  miss  nowt,  for  t’flsh  wean’t  begin  bitin’  till  then.” 
Most  of  the  party  made  the  beat  of  a  bad  job  and 
started  to  explore  the  park,  but  two  of  the  number  had 
got  their  curiosity  aroused  at  such  an  extraordinary 
reversal  of  the  usual  state  of  things  that  they  set  to 
and  argued  it  out,  each  trying  to  explain  the  matter  in 
an  entirely  different  method.  The  dispute  waxed  hot 
and  strong,  and  as  both  refused  to  abandon  their  pet 
theories  they  decided  to  refer  the  matter  for  decision  to 
the  gardener.  So  they  hunted  him  up  and  one  of  them 
said  :  “  Are  you  quite  sure  that  the  fish  in  the  mere  will 
not  take  any  sort  of  bait  before  dinner  time  ?  ” 
“  Sartain  sure,”  replied  the  gardener.  “  Then  can  you 
tell  us  the  explanation  of  such  a  iihenomenon  ?  ”  the 
second  disputant  went  on,  slipping  a  coin  into  the  man’s 
horny  palm.  At  the  touch  of  the  silver  a  smile — not  an 
insipid,  meaningless  grin,  but  a  real  substantial  quarter- 
inch  crown  plate  smile  with  bevelled  edses— spread  over 
the  old  chap’s  face  as  he  replied  :  “  Well,  yer  see,  it’s 
this  way.  We  ran  all  t’  waiter  off  a  week  sin’,  so  of 
course  there’s  nowt  in,  but  t’  Squire — ’e’s  t’  kindest- 
’earted  man  i’ t’  world — as  sooin  as  ’e  knew  ’at  yer  wor 
cornin’  ’o  ordered  ’alf-a-dozen  live  perch  fra  Sheffield, 
an’  they  wean’t  be  ’ere  till  t’  nooin  train  !  ” — Yorlcshira 
Weekly  Post.  _ _ 

The  wise  men  tell  us  that  the  whale  lives  about  four 
hundred  years.  A  whale  would  be  a  good  thing  for  a 
man  to  buy  who  hated  to  part  with  a  pet  after  he 
became  attached  to  it.  _ 


A  WELL-KNOWN  angler  went  fishing  on  the  Thames. 
He  was  met  by  a  boating  party,  who  inquired  of  him, 
“  How  many  fish  have  you  caught  to-day?”  “I  have 
caught  some  queer  fish,”  replied  the  angler,  “  I  will  tell 
you  about  them,  and  leave  you  to  count  for  yourselves. 
I  caught  nine  fish  without  a  tail  ;  then  I  caught  six 
without  a  head  ;  then  I  caught  ten  without  an  eye,  and 
half  of  eight.”  How  many  did  the  angler  catch? 
Answer,  0  (none).  _ _ _ 

A  GOOD-NATURED  angler  fell  asleep  in  a  train,  and 
was  carried  far  beyond  his  destination.  “  Pretty  good 
joke  this  is,  isn’t  it?”  said  he  to  a  brother  angler. 
“  Yes  ;  but  a  little  too  far-fetched  ”  was  the  rejoinder. 


How  He  Told  a  Fish’s  Sex.— First  angler  :  “  That’s 
a  female  fish  that  you’ve  just  pulled  in.”  Secondangler  : 
“What  makes  you  think  so?”  First  angler:  “Oh, 
because  it  has  a  large  tongue.” 


Browser  (in  old  book  shop) :  “  How  dusty  one  gets 
hauling  down  old  books  !  ”  ’Bowser  (receiving  price  for 
books)  :  “  Well,  it’s  only  a  fair  exchange  ;  dust  for  dust. 
You  take  some  away  and  you  leave  a  little  sum.” 


She  Me.ant  Well.— Have  you  met  the  literary 
attendant  in  a  book-store  who  cm  give  you  no  end  of 
information  about  books  and  tell  anecdotes  about  the 
authors  who  wi’ote  tho:n  ?  Mr.  B.  went  into  a  book¬ 
store  on  Washington-street  not  long  ago.  A  pretty, 
dark-eyed  little  lady  glided  to  his  side.  She  suggested 
several  books  as  worthy  of  his  porusal.  Do  you 
think  I'll  find  this  interesting  as  a  story  ?  ”  asked  Mr.  B. , 
holding  up  for  her  inspection  a  recent  novel.  “Oh, 
dear,  no ;  that  is  of  no  earthly  use.  Besides  being 
slackly  written,  the  idea  is  fiat.  Everyone  says  so.  We 
don’t  recommend  it  to  our  customers.”  Mr.  B.  went 
out  and  stood  on  the  corner,  and  felt  dizzy  for  a  few 
minutes.  Ho  wrote  that  book. 


An  amateur  angler  went  to  fish  in  a  Scotch  stream, 
provided  with  the  finest  rod  and  reel  that  money  could 
buy,  the  most  invincible  taekle,  and  the  moat  improved 
fly-hooka.  Having  flogged  the  water  for  hours  without 
getting  a  nibble,  ho  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  an 
old  fisherman  near  him  pull  out  the  trout  by  dozens  with 
nothing  but  a  bit  of  stick  and  a  string.  Puzzled  and 
disappointed,  he  at  last  went  up  to  the  old  man  and 
asked  him,  “  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?  How  comes 
it  that  1,  with  the  most  perfect  appliances,  catch 
nothing,  while  you,  with  only  the  clumsiest  tools,  are  so 
successful?”  To  which  the  old  man  replied.  The 
luea-niTi^  o’t,  sir,  I  tukG  it  to  bo  this  that  I  lu  fishiii  for 
fish,  and  ye’re  fishin’  for  fun  !  ” 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


Angling  is  now  in  fnll  swing  up  the  Thames. 
Hundreds  of  fishermen  were  out  on  Sunday  and  en¬ 
countered  varied  sport.  In  the  tidal  waters  the  boats 
completely  upset  piscatorial  operations  at  times,  and  I 
don’t  think  very  much  was  done.  Something  big— it 
was  either  a  barbel  or  a  carp — was  had  during  the  day 
at  Twickenham.  The  fish  was  hooked  by  an  angler  out 
with  a  professional  fisherman,  and  about  half  an  hour 
elapsed  before  it  could  be  got  into  the  landing-net. 
What  the  fish  was  my  informant  was  not  near  enough 
to  see.  John  Keene,  jun.,  the  well-known  Staines 
fisherman,  has  made  one  of  the  best  starts  of  the 

808(SOI1>  ^  ^ 

Dace,  gudgeon,  grayling,  and  pope  can  now  be  taken 
by  anglers  in  the  open  or  public  waters  of  the  Lea. 

A  NICE  trout  of  3Jlb.  was  caught  in  a  net  a  few  days 
ago  at  Hardham  Mill,  on  the  Rother.  Just  here  it 
certainly  looks  a  very  trouty  spot,  and  I  should  recom¬ 
mend  seme  of  the  “Juniors,”  when  they  are  down 
Pulborough  way,  to  pay  it  a  visit. 

Last  week  “  Dragnet  ”  mentioned  the  capture  of  a 
sea-lamprey  on  an  eel-line  at  Pulborough.  When  in  that 
neighbourhood  on  Sunday.  I  may  say  that  I  saw  two 
more  of  those  curious-looking  fish,  which  had  been 
captured  in  an  eel-basket  in  the  Rother. 

*#* 

A  LARGE  number  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  seen  in 
the  Sussex  Rother  lately,  and  several  nice  lots  of  fish 
have  been  taken  there  since  opening  of  the  season  in  the 
Fittleworth,  Midhurst,  and  Selham  districls. 

*#* 

The  Wandle  was  visited  by  several  members  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society  last  week,  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  some  roach  for  their  new  water.  Permission 
had  to  he  obtained  to  net  a  stretch  of  the  river,  which 
the  owner  wishes  to  keep  solely  for  trout,  but,  owing  to 
the  heavy  weed  growth,  their  efforts  met  with  poor 
success  as  far  as  roach  were  concerned.  Better  luck 
next  time  !  ,,  ,, 

A  3lb.  bream  was,  I  hear,  on  show  at  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  Club  on  Sunday.  A  brace  of  brook  trout  also 
figured  on  the  trays,  but  there  was  no  Thames  trout 
there,  which,  considering  the  early  morniug  adventures 
of  a  certain  member  who  went  after  one  at  Hampton 
Court,  was  too  bad.  It  is  not  often  anglers  drive  out 
fishing  as  early  as  2.30  a.m. ! 

*** 

Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp  has  added  a  fine  case  of  bream  (one  fish 
61b.  4oz.)  to  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials’  collection. 
Ho  has  also  just  received  from  the  taxidermist  three 
fine  roach  weighing  51b.  lOJoz.  By-the-bye,  I  am  sorry 
Mr.  Crisp’s  name  should  have  been  omitted  from  the 
report  of  the  New  Albion’s  dinner,  as  it  was  through 
his  efforts  that  the  attendance  of  Maior  Isaacs  was 
secured.  ,,  ,, 

The  London  Anglers  took  Pulborough  and  Amberley 
by  storm  on  Sunday,  and  the  Arun  in  the  latter  district 
was  heavily  fished,  especially  by  Central  Association 
men,  who  tried  their  newly-rented  water  there  for  the 
first  time.  It  took  two  special  trians  to  convey  the 
anglers  into  Sussex,  and  on  Saturday  quite  a  little 
“  crowd”  of  the  fraternity  (190)  was  also  booked  out  of 
London  Bridge  for  thete  two  popular  angling  resorts. 
With  regard  to  angling  results,  some  of  the  visitors  had 
fair  takes  considering  the  clear  water  and  the 
phenomenal  heat.  Several  bream  up  to  about  31b.  were 
landed,  and  Wright,  jun.,  of  the  Second  Surrey,  took  a 
roach  well  over  the  pound. 

A  NUMBER  of  the  members  of  the  Rodney  Piscatorials 
were  out  on  Sunday,  and  at  the  weigh-in  in  the  evening 
at  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  Bagshot-street,  I 
hear  a  couple  of  fine  bream,  betwi  en  .31b.  and  41b.,  were 
on  view.  On  the  club  trays  were  also  displayed  a  Thames 
barbel  and  a  number  of  dace  from  Richmond. 

*#* 

Many  anglers  fishing  the  Arun  on  Sunday  were 
startled  at  seeing  huge  clouds  of  black  smoke  rising  out 
of  a  plantation  on  the  main  road  between  Amberley  and 
Pulborough,  and  later  on  a  long  line  of  fire  was  observed 
running  along  the  ground.  The  fire,  it  was  afterwards 
ascertained,  was  at  Watersfield  Towers,  the  picturesque 
country  retreat  of  Mr.  Murrough,  a  London  solicitor, 
and  in  a  short  time  a  large  number  of  beautiful  trees 
were  either  consumed  or  damaged.  The  plantation  is 
situated  on  a  hill  with  the  mansion  at  the  top  of  it,  and 
it  is  marvellous  how  it  escaped  destruction  seeing  that 
the  flames  frequently  “licked”  it.  The  fire  travelled 
“like  lightning,”  and  the  roar  of  the  advancing  flames 
was  simply  deafening.  However,  the  villagers  rendered 
gallant  assistance,  and  the  fierce  fire  was  eventually 
prevented  from  spreading.  The  origin  of  the  fire 
should  be  a  warning  to  anglers  to  exercise  as  much  care 
as  possible  during  this  dry  season,  when  everything  in 
the  country  side  is  like  tinder.  It  simply  arose  through 
an  old  man,  after  lighting  his  pipe,  throwing  the  match 
on  the  Lank  side,  which  was  covered  with  dry  bracken 
and  grass,  and  in  less  time  than  it  takes  me  to  pen  the 
words  the  underwood  in  the  plantation  was  ablaze,  and 
the  flames  spread  right  and  left  with  terrible  rapidity. 
The  fire  attracted  a  good  number  of  country  people  to 
the  spot,  and  among  the  eye-witnesses  of  the  scene  were 
several  Londoners  and  Goosequill. 


C>rovincial  IRotes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  on  June  15.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  J.  Hughes  occupied  the  vice-chair.  'The 
minutes  of  the  committee  meeting,  held  June  1,  which 
dealt  with  the  place  of  contest  and  grant  for  prizes,  were 
read  and  confirmed,  with  the  exception  of  the  minutes 
dealing  with  the  place  of  contest  and  the  grant  for 
prizes.  Mr.  Eaton,  of  the  Highgate  Park  Society,  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  contest  should  be  held  at  Pershoro,  to 
fish  down  the  river  towards  Bredon. 

The  river  Avon  from  Pershore  down  to  Tewkesbury  is 
in  splendid  condition  for  angling.  There  is  plenty  of 
water  in  the  river,  and  also  plenty  of  fish,  which  are 
well  on  the  feed  early  in  the  morning  and  late  at  night. 
Some  good  chub  have  been  taken  at  Pershore  lately, 
and  at  Twyning  Fleet  some  very  good  bream,  roach, 
and  eels.  Mr.  (j.  Cottrell  and  his  brother  have  had 
some  good  sport  with  the  bream.  The  time  for  fishing 
fhe  Avon  will  be  about  three  weeks  from  now,  when  the 
fish  will  go  at  the  wheat  and  malt,  and  I  hope  my  readers 
will  not  forget  that  Avon  at  Twyning  is  the  best  fishing 
within  twenty  miles  of  Birmingham. 

The  Bird  in  Hand  Society, which  met  at  the  “Bird  in 
Hand  ”  Inn,  Norton-street,  Hockley,  have  completed  their 
arrangements  for  their  excursion  to  T  armouth  on  July 
10,  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  the  river  Yaro.  A  special 
midnight  train  will  leave  New-street  Station  at  a  few 
minutes  past  twelve  o’clock,  the  fare  is  53.  only,  and 
anyone  wishing  for  further  information  may  obtain  the 
same  from  Cook’s  Excursion  Office,  or  Mr.  Hunt,  the 
secretary  of  the  Bird  in  Hand  Society. 

Netting  on  a  large  scale  has  been  going  on  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Wyre-on-the-Avon,  near  to  Pershore. 
This  kind  of  thing  has.  been  going  on  throughout  the 
close  season.  Anglers  should  give  this  place  a  wide 
berth,  as  it  is  only  a  loss  of  time  and  money  to  visit  such 
places. 

The  Aston  Britannia  have  taken  a  long  stretch  of  the 
Avon  in  the  Fladbury  district.  This  portion  of  the 
Avon  contains  some  very  good  fish,  and  some  excellent 
sport  should  be  had. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

So  far  as  the  weather  conditions  were  concerned,  the 
coarse  fish  season  could  not  have  opened  more  auspi¬ 
ciously  on  Trentside  and  its  tributaries,  streams,  and 
canals.  The  Trent  is  extremely  low,  and,  what  is  worse, 
is  full  of  flannel  weed,  and  the  bed  is  also  very  foul. 
Caddis  bait  has  not  been  taken  too  keenly.  Wasp-gfrub 
has  done  fairly  well,  but  maggot  has  been  the  most 
deadly  here,  especially  for  dace.  To  secure  even 
moderate  success  in  the  present  state  of  the  water  and 
weather,  one  must  fish  fine  and  in  shallow,  swift-moving 
water.  The  dace  are  in  remarkably  good  order,  and 
rising  freely  to  the  fly.  Barbel  are  still  to  a  large 
extent  on  the  shallows,  and  the  first  of  the  season  was 
taken  by  a  member  of  the  Wellington  Association  on 
their  new  water  above  Shardlow.  I  do  not  anticipate 
much  sport  amongst  chub  with  the  bottom  bait  of  any 
kind,  until  we  have  a  flood.  They  are,  however,  rising 
with  great  freedom,  especially  towards  evening,  and  any¬ 
one  who  uses  fly  is  certain  to  have  some  good  sport.  As, 
however,  most  Trent  anglers  shun  using  the  fly,  and  are 
more  or  less  skilful  hands  at  spinning  in  the  Notting¬ 
ham  style,  why  they  do  not  go  more  in  for  spinning 
the  natui’al  minnow  in  rough  water,  and  more  especially 
below  weirs,  is  to  me  a  mystery.  At  this  season 
it  is  an  extremely  deadly  lure  for  chub.  Fly  is, 
of  course,  best  of  all,  but  failing  it,  spinning  the 
natural  minnow  will  be  found  very  deadly.  Roach  have 
not  yet  been  “  on,”  though  some  fair  bags  have  been 
made  in  the  different  reaches,  particularly  about  Sawley. 
Until  we  have  rain  the  bottom  fishers  will  not  do  much. 

Plenty  of  canal  anglers  have  been  out,  but  they  have 
done  next  to  nothing  Salmon  fishing  in  the  main  river 
has  been  at  a  standstill,  in  fact  it  has  been  practically 
abandoned  for  the  season. 

The  trout  streams  are  all  in  a  deplorably  low  condi¬ 
tion,  while  the  brooks  are  absolutely  unfishable.  J  he 
Dove,  the  Wye,  and  the  Derwent  are  all  very  low.  The 
fewfish  that  are  feeding  on  the  fly  during  the  day  are  tak¬ 
ing  the  Black  Gnat  and  Yellow  Duas.  The  moat  killing 
flies  on  all  the  Derbyshire  streams  have  been  Yellow  and 
Ash  Duns,  Red  Quill,  Dotterel,  Honey  Dun,  Bumbles, 
Sandflies, and  Brown  Spinners,  though  I  can  recommend  a 
fly  called  the  “  Golden  Earwig.”  Some  good  fish  have 
been  taken  in  the  Derwent  towards  evening  with  wasp- 
grub  and  brandling  worms.  Some  wholesale  fish  poisoning 
occurred  on  Wednesday  week.  No  fewer  than  sixty  fish, 
weighing  up  to  IJlb.,  were  picked  out.  Luckily  the 
damage  did  not  extend  over  more  than  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  water.  Grayling  prospects  are  excellent  for 
the  year ;  the  fish  being  numerous  and  in  forward  con¬ 
dition.  in  addition  to  the  flies  already  mentioned  the 
Little  Marryat  and  the  Red  Spinner  will  probably  be 
found  the  most  killing  flies  for  grayling,  though  the 
majority  of  them,  as  matters  are,  wull  be  nearly  ready  to 
fall  victims  to  the  maggot,  or  a  “  swim  ”  worm. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  rivers  are  still  running  low  and  clear  ;  this,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  weedy  state  of  some  waters — the  Forty- 
foot  especially — puts  angling  at  a  discount.  Sportsmen 


continue  to  go  out  in  goodly  numbers,  but  it  is  only 
those  using  the  finest  line  who  do  any  good  amongst 
roach.  The  maggot  has  killed  several  nice  ones  running 
up  to  fib.  Perch  are  extremely  difficult  to  catch,  and 
probably  we  shall  do  little  with  them  until  there  is  some 
rain.  Several  anglers  are  having  a  rare  time  of  it 
amongst  eels. 

An  old  angler,  who  has  just  returned  home,  states  that 
a  tench  weighing  31b.  was  taken  from  the  Forty-foot  waters 
to-day  (Wednesday),  and  that  several  others  have  been 
seen  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river. 


FROM  H\MPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  have  had  a  spell  of  stormy  weather — thunder, 
lightning,  and  a  little  rain,  plenty  of  the  former  and  a 
little  of  the  latter. 

A  large  sturgeon  was  captured  in  the  Botley  river  by 
a  man  named  Butt.  It  w'eighed  COlb.,  aud  has  been 
exhibited  at  Southampton. 

In  the  Nev/^bury  paragraph  last  week  the  takes  of 
trout  recorded  should  have  been  brace  and  not  pounds. 
Latest  accounts  include  :  Mr.  A.  Baxter,  three  brace  ; 
Mr.  E.  Baxter,  one  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  G.  Baxter,  one 
brace ;  Mr.  H.  Cruse,  one  brace ;  Mr.  Mittord,  one 
single  fish — all  from  association  waters.  The  Sedgefly 
has  been  very  fetching  during  evening.  Fishing  opened 
upon  the  Kennett  on  Friday,  and  sport  so  far  has  been 
fairly  good. 

At  Hungerford  the  best  two  trout  caught  during  the  fly 
season  (Mayfly)  have  been  four  pounders. 

At  Compton,  trout  also  have  been  of  good  proportions 
during  the  same  period,  the  takes  including  five  of  131b. 
The  weeds  were  the  chief  obstacle,  and  were  noticeable 
all  along  the  river.  Prospects  at  present  appear  good. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  turn  out  of  anglers  on  the  17th  was  very  large) 
but  of  the  sport  nothing  startling  can  be  said.  One 
society  has  lost  all  its  fish,  and  the  expense  and  waiting 
of  three  years  is  entirely  thrown  away.  On  the  17th, 
the  Barton  Social  Anglers  turned  out  to  fish  their  first 
match  since  the  society  was  formed.  Tne  water  chosen 
was  the  Moss  Reach  length  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery.  Twenty-eight  competed.  The  Stalybridge 
and  District  Angling  Association  opened  their  canal 
fishery  on  the  17th,  seventy-one  members  fishing  for 
eight  prizes.  The  Levenshulme  Angling  society  visited 
the  Whaley  Bridge  Fishery,  lately  acquired  by  the  Man¬ 
chester  Anglers,  and  succeeded  in  finding  winners  for 
all  their  prizes.  The  Manchester  Anglers  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  getting  of  this  important  fishery.  The 
trip  to  Lincoln,  organised  by  the  anglers  from  (jldham 
and  other  towns,  is  already  an  assured  success.  The 
great  muster  of  the  anglers  of  Manchester  for  the  end  of 
July  is  anticipated  with  every  confidence,  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  having  consented  to  run  a  special 
train  for  their  convenience.  The  Weaver  in  the  North- 
wich  district,  and  a  few  miles  out  of  this  town,  is  fishing 
well,  and  there  is  abundance  of  fish.  The  Hampton 
Court  Angling  Society  intend  fishing  a  match  on  this 
length  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  The  Moss  Side 
Social  Angling  Society  spent  an  afternoon  on  the  17th  at 
their  Radcliffe  Bridge  waters,  to  decide  the  first  of  their 
series  of  matches  comprising  the  six  arranged  for  the 
championship  of  the  society. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  grand  summer  weather  still  continues,  and, 
though  no  really  big  catches  have  been  made,  yet  every 
one  has  caught  some  fish,  and  soma  taken  during  the 
week  have  been  of  fair  size.  Fair  bags  are  now  to  be 
hadon  Yare,  Bure,  and  Thurne,  particularly  on  the  latter 
river  at  Heigham  Sounds,  where  the  rudd  are  well  on 
the  feed.  Bream,  too,  are  biting  well  at  this  place, 
which  is  rented  by  Mr.  G.  Applegate,  jun.,  of  Potter 
Heigham,  for  the  use  of  gentlemen  hiring  boats  of  him. 
One  gentleman,  on  Monday,  had  four  stone  of  bream  ; 
and  another  angler  (Mr.  Reeve)  has  had  good  sport 
there  for  the  last  ten  days  -  in  two  days  getting  5st.  31b., 
some  of  them  of  good  size.  Some  good  bream  were 
taken  on  Monday  at  Cantley,  31b.  and  41b.  each. — 
A.  J.  Rudd.  _ 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  coarse  fish  angling  season  was  ushered  in  in  a 
blaze  of  heat.  On  Tuesday  in  some  parts  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  county  heavy  thunder  rain  was  reported  to 
have  fallen  overnight.  Gentle  rain  in  the  Trent  valley 
would  bo  heartily  welcomed  by  fishermen  and  agri¬ 
culturists.  Reports  of  sport  since  the  opening  day  have 
been  of  a  meagre  description.  The  Trent  at  the  period 
of  writing  (Wednesday)  was  running  at  a  lower  level 
than  had  been  known  since  the  Jubilee  year,  and  the 
whole  of  the  most  difficult  barbel  swims  were  ftshable 
with  comparative  ease.  Hundreds  of  these  game  fish 
are  still  located  on  the  shallows. 

At  Shardlow,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  Spray,  a  member  of 
the  Wellington  Society,  caught  in  the  Narrow  Neck 
swim  sundry  big  chub  and  barbel  with  the  caddis  grub, 
and  on  Tuesday  some  of  the  other  subscribers  killed  a 
number  of  choice  eels  with  the  leger  line.  In  the  early 
days  of  the  season  no  bait  will  be  found  to  equal  the 
caddis  grub.  Bream  may  be  regarded  as  a  later  fish, 
although  a  few  were  taken  on  Saturday  by  Mr.  A.  Dobson, 
Nottingham,  and  Mr.  Fletcher,  Beeston,  in  the  Colwick 
private  waters. 
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Very  little  sport  has,  so  far,  been  met  with  at  Welford, 
where  the  demand  for  tickets  has  growm  enormously. 

Ply- fishing  has  engaged  attention  chiefly  in  the  cool 
of  tho  evening,  and  fair  hags  of  chub  and  dace  have 
been  made  by  Mr.  Walter  Jerram  and  Mr.  J.  Adamson 
in  the  Wilford  and  Clifton  lengths. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  not  infrequently  happens,  when  one  has  been  looking 
with  eagernefs  for  the  opening  of  the  fishing  season,  that 
one  has  been  grievously  disappointed  at  the  actual 
results.  It  is  so  with  regard  to  the  opening  of  the 
present  season  for  coarse  fishing — so  far,  at  any  rate,  as 
this  district  is  concerned.  During  tho  past  two  months 
we  have  read  of  the  forward  spawning  conditions  of  the 
fish,  of  their  immense  numbers  and  splendid  condition, 
and  not  unnaturally  had  looked  forward  to  a  grand  com¬ 
mencement — a  mighty  slaughter  of  the  innocents  on  the 
16th.  But  we,  in  Sheffield,  have  looked  in  vain.  Last 
Friday,  and  during  the  week  end,  large  numbers  of  local 
rodsters  journeyed  to  various  places  in  Lincolnshire 
and  Nottinghamshire,  but,  so  far,  the  tale  is  only  one  of 
unrealised  hopes,  tho  weather  is  sadly  against  success¬ 
ful  bottom  fishing.  With  w'aters  low  and  clear  as 
crystal,  and  with  80  degrees  of  heat  in  the  open 
shade,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  fish  are  going  to 
bite  freely  during  the  day.  Nor  have  they.  At 
Soutbrey  and  other  places  anglers  have  encountered 
shoals  of  fish,  apparently  in  the  pink  of  condition,  but 
unfortunately  lacking  energy  and  appetite.  Maggots 
and  worms,  grubs  and  paste,  have  been  dangled  before 
their  very  noses,  but  with  only  a  small  measure  of 
success,  until  after  the  sun  commenced  its  downward 
climb.  Then,  in  several  instances,  perch  have  bit  well 
at  the  maggot,  and  a  few  nice  baskets  have  been  made. 
Of  the  hundreds  who  went  to  Boston,  Torksey,  Lincoln, 
Kinkstead,  and  other  places,  I  have  only  heard  of  two 
catches  that  may  really  bo  termed  good.  In  the  one 
case  a  man  weighed  in  at  the  Crown  Inn  121b.  of  perch, 
and  in  the  other  instance  bream  and  roach  to  a  similar 
weight  were  shown.  The  bream,  however,  were  in  very 
poor  condition.  Many  who  who  went  away  to  stay  have 
returned  earlier  than  anticipated,  realising  it  to  be  a 
a  waste  of  time  to  stay  longer.  George  Littlewood,  a 
well-known  Sheffield  angler,  and  the  champion  walker 
of  the  world,  fished  at  Boston  two  days  for  one  insig¬ 
nificant  fish,  and  this  is  what  others  have  done  for  even 
less  ;  while  others  who  were  going  away,  have  post¬ 
poned  their  excursions  until  after  the  next  rain.  It  is 
devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  not  have  long  to 
wait.  _ _ 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Another  week  of  almost  tropical  heat  has  not  been  by 
any  moans  conducive  to  successful  angling.  The  only 
time  when  trout  may  be  captured  is  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  evening.  It  is  with  the  chub  and  dace,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  angler  will  during  this  dry  season  find 
the  best  sport.  The  former  fish  are  now  on  the  shal¬ 
lows,  and  have  been  taking  well  since  tho  opening  of 
the  season.  Heavy  chub  may  be  found  in  large  numbers 
under  the  shade  of  the  bushes,  and  the  Palmers  or  Buzz 
flies  will  be  found  very  serviceable.  Angling  in  the 
Severn  just  at  present  is  not  altogether  pleasant,  unless 
one  is  prepared  to  take  a  fairly  long  walk  away  from 
the  town  of  Shrewsbury. 

Now  that  the  Severn  is  in  its  present  low  state  it  has 
enabled  us  to  observe  the  movements  of  many  heavy 
pike.  The  ravages  of  these  big  fellows  are  undoubtedly 
doing  much  to  decrease  the  supply  of  trout  and  other 
fry.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  if  the  trout-fishing  is 
1o  be  preserved,  the  number  of  pike  in  the  Severn  must 
be  well  kept  down  by  netting.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  one  of  the  first  steps  taken  by  the  Shropshire 
Severn  Angling  As.sociation  has  been  to  appoint  an 
additional  water-bailiff  to  guard  the  interests  of  Severn 
anglers  in  this  district,  who  will  require  anglers  fishing 
in  the  county  to  produce  the  licence  of  the  association, 
or  that  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society,  who 
are  now  working  hand  in  hand  with  the  now  body. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Daring  the  last  week  this  neighbourhood  has  been 
visited  by  some  heavy  thunderstorms,  which  turned  the 
water  in  both  the  Severn  and  Tome  almost  marl  colour, 
without  producing  any  noticeable  rise,  and  some  of  the 
brooks  have  not  been  at  all  affected.  The  water  is  now 
a  nice  colour  for  fishing,  and  some  capital  takes  of  eels 
have  tbeen  made  with  wasp  grubs  and  worms,  and  in 
the  Teme  some  nice  trout  have  been  taken  with  wasp 
grub  and  maggot.  Very  few  anglers  out  with  the  fly. 
Wickham,  Blue  Dun,  Pern  Fly,  and  Yellow  Dun,  ha,ve 
gone  best  with  the  trout ;  Black  Gnat  and  Red  Tag  with 
the  dace.  Good  baskets  of  the  latter  have  been  taken,  but 
very  few  trout  were  grassed,  and  during  the  last  three 
days  some  quantity  of  large  chub  have  been  taken  with 
the  artificial  and  natural  flies  fl  rating  on  the  water  ;  one 
angler  using  very  successfully  some  drone  bees,  of  which 
he  had  secured  a  good  supply.  The  Avon  is  very  low 
and  fine,  and  at  Defford  and  Eckington,  during  the  past 
fortnight  the  fish  have  refused  all  baits. 


FROM  IRELAND- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN.— The  drought  and  excessive  heat  still  com 
tinue  all  over  the  south-eastern  districts,  and  sport  in 
these  quarters  is  at  a  standstill.  Bough  fishing  on  the 


canals,  and  at  the  Kimmage  Quarries  (Dublin),  is  oc¬ 
cupying  most  attention  now  in  this  vicinity. 

Sea-fishing  in  Dublin  Bay  is  algo  giving  good  sport. 
The  Dublin  Amateur  Fishermen’s  Club  held  a  meeting 
at  their  rooms  in  Gt.  Britain-street  on  Friday  evening 
last.  The  particular  feature  was  the  distribution  of 
prizes  for  the  recent  contest.  It  was  arranged  to  hold 
the  next  contest  early  in  July. 

I  learn  from  Fermoy  that  Mrs.  Darcy-llutton,  of 
Marske  Hall,  Richmond,  Yorkshire,  with  her  husband 
and  family,  are  staying  there  during  the  angling  season. 

Reports  from  the  various  salmon  fisheries  along  the 
Shannon  state  that,  notwithstanding  the  continued 
drought,  angling  is  remarkably  fair.  Peal  fishing  is 
very  encouraging,  those  hooked  averaging  from  51b.  to 
01b.  in  weight. 

Sir  W.  Conliffe  Brooks  has  let  the  Glen  Tana  waters 
on  the  Dee  for  .£920  for  two  months. 


ULSTER. — “  There  will  be  no  more  rain,”  said  an  old 
angler  to  me  the  other  day,  and  certainly  the  surround¬ 
ings  seemed  to  justify  the  remark  or  prophecy.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  the  thermometer  stands  at  98°  P.  in  the 
open  ;  wind  blowing  from  the  north-east,  and  cloudless 
skies. 

On  many  of  the  northern  streams  brown  trouting  is 
practically  over,  and  of  course  it  goes  without  saying 
that  this  has  been  tho  worst  on  record.  The  year  1893 
will  in  future  years  bo  a  landmark  in  angling  history. 

At  the  last  Ballymena  Petty  Sessions  a  couple  of 
poachers  were  prosecuted  by  the  Coleraine  Board  of 
Conservators  for  poisoning  a  pool  in  the  Braid — a  tribu¬ 
tary  of  the  Maine.  Tho  defendants  wore  only  fined  in  £1 
each,  the  maximum  penalty  being  £5.  In  the  name  of 
common  sense,  why  are  magistrates  so  lenient  in  dealing 
with  such  miscreants,  when  the  present  state  of  the 
rivers  makes  tho  offence  doubly  criminal  ?  Tho  Clody 
has  been  poisoned  this  season,  so  has  Lough  Erne  (Co. 
Down),  the  headwater  of  the  Crossgar.  I  am  pleased  to 
add  that  a  gang  were  surprised  while  netting  the  latter 
lake,  and  the  prosecutions  will  come  off  next  week. 

Perch  are  swarming  in  the  Lagan,  Belfast.  It  may  be 
remembered  that  some  time  ago  Mr.  P.  J.  Kennedy, 
President  of  tho  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club,  got 
this  river  newly  stocked,  which  has  been  followed  by  the 
above  happy  result. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  salmon  should  now  bo 
running  up  tho  Bann  to  supply  the  many  rivers  of 
Antrim,  Tyrone,  and  Derry,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing 
none  are  reported.  This  is  owing  to  the  phenomenally 
low  state  of  the  water.  Even  here,  nets  off  the  coast 
are  taking  none. 

At  the  Antrim  Petty  Sessions,  the  14th  inst.,  Mr.  G.  J. 
Clarke,  D.L.,  presiding,  William  Savage,  inspector  of 
fisheries,  charged  George  Wallace  and  William  Wallace, 
jun.,  with  having  set  nets  in  the  Sixmill  water  for  the 
purpose  of  illegally  taking  fish.  Mr.  J.  K.  Cunie,  soli¬ 
citor  to  the  Board  of  Conservators,  prosecuted.  Con¬ 
stable  McClelland,  R  I.C.,  irroved  the  offence,  and  the 
defendants  w'ere  fined  in  £1  and  costs  each. 

The  14th  inst.,  Mr.  Allan  Hornsby  and  Mr.  Cecil 
Roche,  inspectors  of  Irish  fisheries,  held  an  inquiry  in 
the  Court-house,  Carlingford,  into  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  altering  the  season  when  it  shall  not  be  law¬ 
ful  to  take  oysters  in  Carlingford  Lough,  and  also  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  present  condition  of 
the  oyster  beds  in  the  lough.  As  a  result  of  this  inquiry 
it  is  understood  that  probably  dredging  for  some  time 
will  be  prohibited,  and  that  the  clo.se  season  for  the 
“  natives  ”  will  be  extended  considerably. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

Applications. 

10,922.  A.  Clarkson,  of  12,  Ipsley-street,  Redditch, 
Worcester,  for  improved  method  of  making 
tho  centra  part  (commonly  known  as  the 
box)  of  swivels  for  fishing  tackle  and  rope 
spinning  purposes. 

11,175.  H.  A.  Murton,  of  London,  for  anglers’ forceps. 

11,233.  S.  Allcock,  of  Standard  Works,  Redditch, 
Worces’erahire,  for  a  collapsing  tray  for  use 
in  angling  or  fishing. 


Fish  Poaching  in  the  ScAiiiiORouGH  District.— 
Several  cases  of  poaching  in  the  trout  streams  in  the 
Scarborough  district  having  occurred,  a  sharp  lookout 
has  been  and  is  being  kept,  and  on  the  21st  ult.  P.C. 
Welburn  successfully  dropped  upon  three  men  at  the 
illegal  and  cowardly  practice  of  beating  the  deep  waters 
on  the  Burniston  Beck,  and  thus  driving  the  fish  on  to 
the  shallows,  where  they  were  easily  captured  by  one 
or  other  of  the  partj'.  The  culprits,  who  thus  employed 
their  Sunday,  were  brought  before  the  North  Riding 
Bench,  at  Scarborough,  on  the  1st  inst  ,  and  fined  £L 
each.  The  watcher  employed  by  the  Derwent  Angler.s’ 
Club  (Scarborough),  whilst  on  his  rounds  a  few  nights 
ago,  disconcerted  two  or  three  men  in  their  clandestine 
work  of  night-lining  in  the  Derwent.  Unfortunately, 
the  extensive  woods  on  each  side  the  river  gave  the 
rascals  the  opportunity  of  escaping,  but  Wardill,  the 
watcher,  secured  their  stock  in  trade  and  the  fish  they 
had  captured  up  to  the  time  of  their  being  surprised- 
We  understand  the  watching  force  in  this  latter  locality 
will  be  further  increased. 


THE  NORWEGIAN  MIDDLEMEN. 


Beyer  v.  Oorrett. 


The  majority  of  the  repriilar  readers  of  the 
Fislung  Gazette  have  no  doubt  read  tho  bulk  of 
tho  somewhat  voluminous  correspondence  which 
has  appeared  in  its  columns  as  a  result  of  tlienow 
very  well-known  case  of  Beyer  v.  Corhett ;  but, 
inasmuch  as  the  judgment  delivered  in  tho 
Norwegian  Court,  at  Vossevangen,  establishes  a 
precedent  never  before  obtained,  and  one  which 
ought  to  prove  of  the  utmost  value  to  Norway- 
going  anglers,  I  will  venture,  before  attempting 
to  make  any  remarks  thereupon,  to  give  a  brief 
resume  of  the  circumstances  of  which  Beyer  v. 
Corbett  w'as  the  outcome. 

In  June  last  year  Mr.  Beyer  inserted  an 
advertisement  in  the  Field,  offering  his  w'ater — ■ 
nearly  six  miles — on  the  Evanger  river,  from 
August  1st  to  September  7th,  and  included  in  this 
advertisement  was  an  extract  from  an  article 
descriptive  of  the  river,  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  June  8th,  1889.  This  article 
stated  that  the  Evanger  river  had  a  course  of 
some  seven  miles  betw'een  the  Vangs  Vand  and 
the  Evanger  lake,  after  which  it  continued  its 
course  for  another  mile  under  the  name  of  the 
Bolstad  river  before  entering  the  fjord  at 
Bolstadbren  ;  it  also  gave  a  favourable  account  of 
the  fishing  on  both  portions,  and  said  that  it  was 
let  to  an  Englishman. 

In  reply  to  his  application  for  further  par¬ 
ticulars,  Dir.  Corbett  was  informed  by  Beyer  that 
the  description  given  in  the  aforesaid  article  was 
correct ;  but  that  now  the  Englishman,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Bolstal  portion,  only  retained  the 
rights  on  a  pool  or  two.  The  remainder  of  the 
Evanger  or  upper  water  between  the  two  lakes 
having  been  acquired  by  him  (Beyer).  The 
applicant  then  informed  Beyer  by  wire  that  he 
would  take  the  fishing  on  the  rent  demanded,  on 
the  understanding  that  it  consisted  of  six  miles  of 
fair  fishable  viater,  on  which  he  would  have  the 
exclusive  right.  Payment  in  full  of  tho  rent  in 
advance  xvas  asked  and  refused,  but  finally,  the 
tenant  agreed  to  pay  the  half  down,  and  the 
remainder  within  a  week  of  his  arrival  on  the 
water,  if  it  fulfilled  the  description  given.  This, 
however,  he  was  not  long  in  finding  it  did  not, 
and  a  correspondence  ensued  whose  acidulated 
character  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that 
landlord  threatened  tenant  with  a  prosecution  for 
libel,  and  actually  instructed  his  solicitor  to 
prevent  him  leaving  the  country  (see  Mr. 
Corbett’s  letter  in  the  Gazette  of  May  2()),  unless 
he  would  apologise  for  the  said  libellous  words  ; 
demanding  also,  as  a  sine  qiid  non,  a  complete 
record  of  the  bag  made.  These  little  agrements 
were  not  conducive  to  a  peaceful  solution  of  the 
matters  in  dispute.  From  the  first,  indeed, 
lessor  and  lessee  were  at  arm’s  length  (to  again 
quote  Mr.  Corbett),  and,  finally,  the  latter  gave 
notice  that  he  would  remain  and  fish  the  water 
under  protest,  leaving  the  former  his  remedy  at 
law  as  to  the  recovery  of  the  balance  of  rent. 
This  he  accordingly  proceeded  to  do,  and  on  the 
23rd  of  March  last  the  Sorenskriver  at  A^osse- 
vangen,  delivered  judgment. 

Beyer  was  found  to  have  been  guilty  of  mis¬ 
representation  on  three  poin's  :  in  the  first  place 
as  regards  the  length  of  the  water,  which  instead 
of  being  six  miles  or  9648  metres,  proved  to  be  only , 
6640  metres;  in  the  second,  ior  not  having  disclosed 
the  existence  even  upon  the  above  distance  of  a 
small  lake,  called  the  Seimsvand ;  and  in  the 
third,  for  having  concealed  tho  fact  that  there 
was  a  salmon  trap  on  the  water  over  which  he 
had  no  control.  The  defendant  was  therefore 
held  entitled  upon  these  findings  to  a  reduction 
of  the  balance  claimed,  the  amount  of  such 
reduction  to  be  ascertained  by  the  taxing  officer 
of  the  court,  at  Beyer’s  cost. 

On  the  coats  of  the  action  the  court  differed, 
and  decided  not  ti  condemn  plaintiff  to  pay 
defendant's  costs,  but  only  because  the  doctidna 
of  law  upon  which  the  latter  had  rightly  acted, 
was  one  that  the  Norwegian  courts  bad  only 
recognised  within  the  last  few  years.  As  an 
obiter  dictum  the  judge  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  had  the  defendant,  instead  of  electing  to 
fish  under  protest,  left  the  river  and  brought  an 
action  against  Beyer  for  the  £30  already  paid, 
together  with  damages  in  respect  of  a  fruitless 
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journey  to  Norway,  there  would  have  been  no 
choice  but  to  order  Beyer  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
cosfe. 

For  a  good  many  years  complaints  have  been 
rife  among  Norway-going  anglers  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  treated  by  the 
Norwegian  “middlemen”  (“agents”  is  not  the 
pro])er  term),  speculators  in  rivers;  in  most  of 
these  cases,  the  causes  of  complaint  have  been 
very  similar,  deceptive  descriptions  of  the  water 
let,  sinpressio  veri  generally,  and  an  inadequate 
return  in  regard  to  the  sport  obtained  compared 
to  the  amount  of  rent  charged.  To  such  an 
extent  and  with  so  much  success  have  these 
methods  been  practised  upon  Englishmen,  that 
they  have  become  recognised  under  the  general 
and  inclusive  term,  “The  Bergen  System.”  But 
in  spite  of  the  numerous  and  well-founded 
instances  (representing  no  doubt  only  a 
moderate  proportion  of  the  whole),  no  one 
until  now  has  taken  any  more  practical  step  to 
remedy  the  position  than  “  to  write  to  the  news- 
pajK  r.s  ”  anent  their  griefs  and  wrongs.  They 
have  been  done  many  of  them  “to  a  turn,”  but 
rather  than  admit  this  soft  impeachment, or  have 
all  the  bother  of  a  luw-suil,  they  have  paid  their 
money  and  let  the  steam  olf  in  strong  language. 
Mr.  Corbett  cannot  be  too  highly  congratulated 
on  ju-oving  an  exception,  and  on  having  taken  up 
the  cudgels;  more  esprcially  having  regard  to 
the  result  of  the  action,  in  which,  though 
nominally  the  plaintiff,  Beyer  was  in  reality  on 
his  defence.  Not  c nly  was  the  judgment  of  the 
Norwf  gian  court  satisfactory  to  him  personally, 
and  as  regards  the  particular  question  at  issue, 
but  theofoiter  dictum  of  the  judge  has  pointed  cut 
the  remedj',  frtm  a /Inancro/  point  of  view,  open 
to  the  lessee  of  a  Norway  salmon  fishing,  which, 
on  personal  inspection  does  not  fulfil  the  desci  ip- 
tion  given  by  the  lessor  or  his  agent,  and  in  con- 
scqttence  of  which  the  contract  was  entered  into. 
(1  use  the  qualifying  term  financial  adviseoly,  as 
it  set  ms  to  me  that  the  rectification  of  money 
matters  only  would  not  indemnify  the  disap¬ 
pointed  lessee  in  such  a  case  for  the  loss,  as  it 
would  ]irobably  mean  to  him,  of  a  season’s  fish¬ 
ing.)  To  endeavour  to  stultify  the  verdict  of  a 
court  of  justice  by  an  appeal  to  the  public  through 
the  newspapers  is  always  doubtful  wisdom  ;  but 
this  is  the  course  Mr.  Beyer  has  adopted,  and  in 
doing  so  he  has  practically  constituted  himself  a 
defender  of  the  “  system,”  of  which  a  verv  great 
many  people  to  my  knowledge  (among  English 
sportsmen  and  Norwegians)  have  long  considered 
him  an  exponent,  but  which  he  himseJf  absolutely 
denies  ever  having  had  anything  to  do  with.  By 
insisting  on  occupying  so  large  a  space  in  the 
English  papers  too  with  his  explanatory  letters, 
he  has  brought  down  upon  himself  a  great  many 
attacks  from  people,  who,  had  he  quietly  accepteei 
the  po.-ition,  woulel  not  have  had  the  opportunity 
thus  afforded  them  of  pouring  out  the  vials  of 
their  wrath,  and  1  cannot  see  what  reason  he  has 
for  complaint  in  this  regard. 

In  addition  totl  e  somewhat  voluminous  corre¬ 
spondence  which  has  been  published,  a  vast 
number  of  letters  rn  the  subject  have  reached  the 
editors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  IGeld  from 
former  victims  under  the  Bergen  system.  Tbe 
general  tone  of  these  was  acidulated,  to  use  a 
mild  expression,  and  quite  a  crop  of  libel  actions 
nriight  have  resulttd.  Others,  again,  complained 
bitterly  of  the  ojiportunities  afforded  to  Beyer  in 
the  way  of  space  to  enable  him  to  place  his  ex¬ 
planation  before  the  public.  Not  only  do  these 
complaints  appear  utterly  unreasonable  and  in  bad 
taste,  but  they  come  badly  from  those  wbo  give  free 
expiession  to  their  own  grievances  and  who  tcok 
no  practical  steps  themselves  to  remedy  them.  It 
is  10  be  regretted  that  more  of  those  interested 
did  not  adopt  Mr.  Corbett’s  calm  and  temperate 
ttyle  in  their  communications,  in  which  case 
these  would  have  had  much  greater  weight.  The 
result  has  been  the  importation  into  the  con¬ 
troversy  of  a  vast  deal  of  extraneous  matter, 
which  has  but  little  bearing  on  the  questions  at 
issue,  and  which  is  of  no  public  interest 
whatever. 

I  have  gene  carefully  over  lilr.  Beyer’s  pub¬ 
lished  letters,  and  some'  of  his  unpublished  ones, 
but  1  cannot  see  that  he  has  improved  his  position 
in  any’  way.  The  misrepresentations  remain,  as 
set  forth  in  the  judgment  of  the  court,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  unexplained.  1  think  I  can 
understand  a  man  who  is  in  the  habit  of  letting 


his  water  frequently,  and  who  has  had  no  com¬ 
plaint  from  previous  tenants  of  incorrect 
description,  omitting  to  refer  to  the  ex¬ 
istence  upon  it  of  a  small  lake,  and  perhaps 
even  of  a  salmon  trap,  but  I  confess  that 
a  discrepancy  of  as  near  as  may  be  one-third  of 
the  actual  length  of  the  beat  seems  to  me  but 
feebly  accounted  for  by  Mr.  Beyer,  when  he 
endeavours  to  throw  the  onus  of  the  misdescrip¬ 
tion  on  the  author  of  an  article  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Certainly  if  things  between  lessors  and 
lessees  of  Norwegian  salmon  fi.shings  have  been 
conducted  in  this  loose  and  casual  way,  it  is  high 
time  such  a  state  of  matters  were  put  an  end  to. 
I  cannot  imagine  a  business  man,  as  is  Mr.  Beyer, 
committing  himself  to  any  definite  statement  as 
to  the  length  of  his  water  without  having  satisfied 
himself  about  such  an  important  matter  beyond 
fear  of  mistake.  Ignorance  cannot  be  pleaded  on 
his  behalf,  for  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  he  was 
in  the  hab.t  of  visiting  the  river  neaily  every 
Sunday  throughout  the  season,  in  order  to 
exercise  on  those  days  the  right  which  he  retained 
in  his  contracts  with  his  tenants. 

llis  statements,  too,  made  to  Mr.  Corbett  that 
Mr.  Sturdy  only  retained  two  pools  on  the 
Evanger  or  upper  river  was  misleading,  for  he 
now  admits  that  the  description  as  to  the  total 
length  of  that  now  historic  water  given  in  the 
original  Fishing  Gazette  article  has  by  actual 
measurement  been  proved  correct,  and"  that  of 
the  10|  or  II  kilometres  to  which  it  extend.®,  3f 
or  -I  kilometres,  belotg  to  Mr.  Sturdy.  The  latter 
gentleman,  too,  asserts  positively  that  in  piece 
of  two  pools  only,  he  has  the  rights  upon  no 
less  than  ten,  the  separate  names  of  which  he 
has  given  to  the  assessors  in  Beyer  v.  Corbett. 

It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  two  statements, 
but  as  regards  the  respective  values  of  the  two 
fishings  there  would  seem  to  be  but  little  doubt ; 
in  his  biief  luit  pithy  epistle,  which  appeared  in 
the  Fiihhig  Gazette  of  the  3rd  inst.,  ‘Nels  N. 
Bolstad  ”  wrote:  “Everyone  at  Evanger  and 
Bolstad  knows  that  the  length  of  river  (referring 
to  the  lower  portion)  is  more  than  Beyer  says; 
and  also  that  the  Englishman  (Mr.  Sturdy),  who 
has  fished  the  river  so  long,  has  all  the  good 
fishing  water  in  the  whole  river.” 

Some  confusion  and  misapprehension  have 
arisen  during  the  correspondence  in  regard  to 
the  connec'ion  with  one  another  of  the  two  pieces 
of  river,  in  which  I  fancy  Mr.  Sturdy  has  shared, 
he  being  apparently  under  the  impression  that 
ever  since  the  trial  Beyer  had  endeavoured  to 
confuse  the  issues  by  associating  the  two.  As  far 
as  I  Con  make  out  he  has  not  done  so ;  and,  indeed, 
I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Sturdy  need  imagine  that 
any  loss  wi'l  accrue  to  him  in  the  depreciation  of 
his  property  by  Mr.  Beyer’s  statements ;  the 
character  of  his  water  is  too  well  known  and 
appreciated.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  the 
length  of  the  upper  river  called  the  Evanger, 
or,  as  it  appears  in  Herr  Landmark’s  Official 
Reports,  the  Vesse  liver,  which  flows  from  the 
Vangs  A^arid  into  the  Evanger  lake,  is  from 
IO5  to  11  kilometres  in  length,  and  that  of  the 
Bolstad  between  the  latter  sheet  of  water  and  the 
fjoid  is  4  kilometres. 

I  cannot  see  matter  for  surprise  in  the  number 
of  disappo  ntments  which  have  been  experienced 
of  late  years  in  regard  to  salmon  fishings  let  to 
Englishmen  by  Beigen  middlemen.  The  desire 
to  liave  a  river  in  Norway  now  amounts  to  a 
pericet  ertze,  and  frequently  the  acute  man  of 
business  here  in  England  will  without  hesitation 
accept  the  word  of  a  foreigner,  of  whom  he  knows 
nothing,  as  to  the  merits  and  value  of  a  piece  of 
wafer,  of  which  he  knows,  if  possible,  less. 

Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  advantage  is  taken 
of  such  astonishingly  implicit  confidence  y 

The  impression,  too,  .seems  still  a  common  one 
that  Norwegian  salmon  are  invariably  possessed 
with  a  consuming  de,-ire  to  be  caught,  and  that 
the  veriest  tyro  has  only  got  to  show  Iiimself  on 
the  banks  of  a  stream  armed  with  the  latest 
improvements  in  the  way  of  ge.ar  in  order  to  secure 
as  many  fish  as  he  pileases.  All  I  can  say  is,  that 
the  said  tyro  will  not  long  remain  under  that 
impressitn.  Norway  salmon  he  will  find  want 
catching  just  as  much  as  do  their  Scotch  and 
Iiish  brethren;  like  them,  they  lave  their  little 
ways. 

When,  therefore,  Mr.  Beyer  makes  reference  in 
one  of  h:s  letters  to  the  comparative  ignorance  of 
the  art  displayed  by  some  of  his  former  tenants, 


I  am  inclined  to  think  he  has  hit  a  right  nail  on 
the  head,  and  has — inadvertently  perhaps — 
thrown  some  light  upon  certain  testimonials,  and 
the  cause  of  their  being  given.  No  one,  of  course, 
can  guarantee  sport  to  his  tenant,  and  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  water  which  is  good  one  year 
or  one  month  should  be  good  the  next. 

In  respect,  however,  to  this  water  of  Mr. 
Beyer’s,  on  the  Evanger  riv’er,  the  present 
owner’s  opinion  of  i's  value  would  seem  to  differ 
very  considerably  from  those  of  other  people, 
and  there  are  material  discrepancies  regarding 
the  rent  charged  fer  it  by  him  which  are  difficult 
to  account  for.  Mr.  Beyer  asserts  that  he  “  does 
not  need  the  Corbett  bag  of  6351b.  in  thirty  (it 
should  be  thirty-two)  days  to  shield  roy’self 
behind,  as  a  friend  of  mine,  on  my  water,  made  a 
much  better  bag  than  that — viz.,  3861b.  in  twelve 
days,  and  that  even  on  days  which  he  could  not 
select  when  weather  and  state  of  water  was 
good.”  In  the  same  letter  he  also  refers  to  a 
catch  of  9531b.  in  sixty-two  days,  made  in  1891  by 
apparently  two  rods.  Nevertheless,  it  is  the 
despised  “  Corbett  bag ’’ which  is  quoted  in  the 
circulars  of  his  agents  this  season;  and  that  this 
was  an  exceptionally  good  one,  on  account  of  the 
wetness  of  the  season  of  1892,  would  seem  to 
admit  of  but  little  doubt. 

In  these  days  when  the  rich  man  does  not  care 
what  he  pays  for  a  fad,  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
say  that  £'60  a  month  (which  Beyer  says  is  his 
regular  charge)  is  too  high  even  for  such  very 
moderate  water.  The  place  is  extremely  handy 
and  accessible.  But  in  Land  and  Water  of  the 
10th  inst.  there  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  II.  Reginald 
Corbet,  in  which  he  plainly  states  that  for  the 
privilege  of  fishing  this  identical  piece  of  water 
for  a  month  he  on  one  occasion  paid  Beyer  no 
less  a  sum  than  £100,  and  that  during  that  period 
he  and  his  party  did  not  so  much  as  rise  or  even 
see  a  fish  of  any  sort.  In  same  letter,  too,  Mr. 
Corbet  mentions  having  rented  the  Forde  river 
from  Beyer  for  a  month  for  a  like  sum  (£100), 
when  the  three  gentlemen  who  constituted  tbe 
party  got,  in  all,  “  fourteen  salmon,  none  of  them 
probably  over  151b.”  Mr.  Beyer’s  standard  of 
fair  sport  would  seem  to  be  2s  a  pound  fish 
caught,  and,  although  holding  a  different  opinion 
myself,  I  am  not  going  to  argue  the  point;  rent 
calculated  in  this  way  savours  more  of  the  fish¬ 
monger  than  the  fisherman.  But  most  people,  I 
fancy,  will  agree  that  £1  per  pound  is  rather  a 
stiff  ordt  r.  “As  a  matter  of  fact,”  writes  Mr. 
Beyer,  “ever  since  1  got  the  extent  of  water 
which  Mr.  Corbett  had,  and  which  is  the  water  in 
question,  I  have  just  made  both  ends  meet  from 
the  rents  obtained.”  All  I  can  say  is  that  if  such 
a  meagre  result  is  only  arrived  by  making  such 
charges,  I  marvel  at  his  anxiety  to  have  any¬ 
thing  more  to  do  with  it.  In  former  days  the 
Beigen  merchants  frequently  rented  fishings  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  by  subletting  them  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  season,  had  their  own 
sport  for  nothing.  Bub  nowadays  the  services 
of  a  reliable  agent  are  of  no  inconsMerable  value, 
and  it  is  but  just  they  should  be  requited. 

It  has  been  stated  that  even  tfiis  year  Mr. 
Beyer  had,  m  instructing  his  London  agents  as 
to  letting  his  Evanger  water,  omitted  to  mention 
the  exisience  of  the  salmon  trap  and  of  the  small 
lake.  It  is  light  to  say  that  this  is  not  so.  I  have 
before  me  his  original  letter  to  Messrs.  Baton  and 
Sons,  dated  December  3,  1892,  in  which  he 
distinctly  refers  to  both.  The  “  testimonial  ”  ques¬ 
tion  seems  to  me  a  very  delicate,  from  certain 
points  of  view  a  very  unpleasant,  one.  It  is 
natural  enough  that  sportsmen  with  whom  Mr. 
Beyer  has  been  on  friendly  terms  should  stretch 
a  point,  and  when  asked  to  give  a  letter  should 
make  it  as  favourable  as  pussible.  Unless,  how¬ 
ever,  they  have  substantial  grounds  for  the 
experiences  detailed  or  suggested  in  such  letters, 
the  writers  make  a  great  mistake  in  giving  them 
at  all.  'I'hey  have  already  done  mischief  enough, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  future,  knowing  the 
purpose  for  which  they  are  obtained,  sportsmen 
will  be  more  careful  and  accurate  in  the  wording 
of  these  documents.  Many  of  those  o  »ned  by  Mr. 
Beyer  are  no  doubt  intrinsically  valuable,  and 
relate  to  satisiactory  experiences  with  him,  but  it 
is  well  to  remember  that  ordinarily  speaking,  and 
for  really  practical  piurposes.  a  testimonial  should 
detail  the  bag  made  on  the  river  in  question, 
between  two  specific  dates,  and  slate  the  amount 
of  nnt  paid.  .My  apologies  are  due  for  the 
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length  of  this  paper,  hut  as  it  is  likely  to  be  the 
last — at  any  rate,  for  a  very  long  time — which 
will  appear  on  the  subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
a  precis  of  the  case  of  Beyer  v.  Corbett,  may  be 
useful  to  refer  to  in  the  future.  X. 

[We  have  received  the  following  telegram  from 
Mr.  Beyer  :  “  The  assessors  in  the  Beyer  v.  Corbett 
case  decided  yesterday;  reduction  of  rent  JLT5. 
Mr.  Corbett  claimed  £30  from  me."  ] 


In  reply  to  a  letter  in  last  week's  Fishing 
Gazette  about  Thames  Fishery  Bye  laws,  I  quite 
agree  with  the  writer  as  to  the  absurdity  of  limit¬ 
ing  anglers  to  fifty  minnows  a  day  when  fishing 
in  the  Thames.  But,  is  there  the  least  proba¬ 
bility  of  this  ridiculous  feature  of  the  bye  laws 
ever  being  enforced,  except  perhaps,  against  pro¬ 
fessional  fishermen  who  capture  minnows  whole¬ 
sale  to  sell  to  the  Loudon  tackle  dealers  ?  I  have 
not  thought  the  point  worth  labouring,  because 
the  Thames  fisheries  were  endangered  by  a 
revival  of  netting  on  a  large  scale,  and  it  has  been 
the  best  policy  to  say  nothing  whatever  about 
insignificant  points,  and  confine  our  opposition  to 
those  greater  defects  in  the  bye-laws  which  we 
have  now  induced  the  conservators  to  more  or  less 
remove.  There  are  not  a  few  bodies  of  anglers, 
and  several  riparian  owners,  who  consider  that  the 
time  has  come  when  the  old  bye-law  relating  to 
the  use  of  nets  in  the  Thames,  except  for  bait, 
should  be  altogether  repealed.  Above  all  things 
we  want  some  protection  for  the  fish  from  the 
ravages  of  swans,  ducks,  and  steam  launches.  If 
we  only  try  hard  enough  we  shall  get  it,  though 
not  perhaps  from  the  present  conservators,  but 
from  the  reformed  board  which  is  almost  certain 
to  be  constituted  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two. 


It  is  always  a  dangerous  thing  to  rush  into 
print  with  a  story  one  hears  in  a  railway  carriage, 
for  there  is  a  risk  of  some  indignant  person  rising 
and  saying,  “  That  story  is  my  copj'right,  and 
you  have  appropriated  it  without  acknowledg¬ 
ment.”  But  I  am  going  to  run  this  risk,  saving 
myself  as  far  as  possible  from  the  conseciuences 
of  my  act  by  acknowledging  my  indebtedness  to 
the  gentlemen  wearing  a  brown  wig,  false  teeth, 
and  cork  leg,  and  an  imitation  diamond  scarf-pin, 
who  travelled  in  the  same  carriage  with  me  from 
Paddington  to  Pangbourne  on  Tuesday  last. 

Theee  was  an  inn  called  “  The  Pike,”  an  ancient 
place,  which  had  rejoiced  in  the  name  for  nigh 
two  centuries.  One  day  a  gentleman  in  knee- 
breeches  and  an  apron,  who  was  overtaken  by  a 
storm,  sought  shelter  at  this  hcstelry,  and  by 
reason  of  his  clothing  aroused  the  curiosity  of  the 
inn-keeper,  who  was  not  a  travelled  man.  “Doan’t 
’ee  know  what  ’ee  be  ?  ”  said  the  ostler  contemptu¬ 
ously.  “Noa,”  said  the  landlord,  “  I  be  doomed 
if  I  do  ;  nor  more  doan’t  ’ee,  Jake.”  “  Oh  !  doan’t 
I,”  said  the  ostler,  “that’s  all  about  it,  is  it  ?  Well, 
as  sure  as  I  was  born  in  a  cathedral  city,  that 
there  lord’s  a  bishop  as  goes  by  the  name  of 
Grace,  and  lives  in  a  palace.”  “  Oh,  lor !  ”  said 
the  landlord,  and  taking  to  the  gentleman  a  pint 
of  the  very  best  bitter  in  a  well-scoured  pewter 
tankard,  addressed  him  as  “  Yer  Reverence,  Mr. 
Grace.”  “  My  good  fellow,  my  name  is  not  Grace,” 
said  the  bishop.  “  I  beg  yer  Reverence’s  pardon,” 
said  the  landlord,  “  but  the  ostler  said  it  wor.” 
“  Ah !  I  see  his  mistake,”  said  the  bishop ; 
“people  when  addressing  the  higher  prelates  of 
the  church  very  frequently  honour  them  by  say¬ 
ing  ‘  your  Grace.’  ”  The  landlord  was  a  little 
more  astonished  than  before,  put  down  the 
tankard  and  went  and  had  it  out  with  the  ostler, 
who,  however,  stuck  to  his  guns.  The  visit  of 
'■  Mr.  Grace  ”  to  the  little  old-world  village  was  a 
great  event,  and  formed  the  subject  of  conversa¬ 
tion  in  the  inn  parlour  for  many  a  day  to  come. 
A  travelling  sign-board  painter  hearing  of  the 
incident,  saw  his  opportunity,  and  suggested  to 
the  inn-keeper  that  it  would  he  a  only  proper 
thing  to  change  the  name  of  his  inn,  and  have  a 
sign-board  painted  bearing  the  efiBgy  of  a  bishop. 
Thus  it  came  about  that  a  particularly  savage- 
looking  pike  was  wiped  Out,  a  red- faced  gentleman 


in  knee-hrceches,  quaint  head-piece,  and  black 
apron,  took  its  place,  and  the  old  inn  was  thence¬ 
forward  called  “  The  Bishop.” 

Now  there  W'as  one  other  inn  which  bore  the 
commonplace  title  of  the  “Bricklayer’s  Arms,” 
and  the  landlord  of  this,  a  smart  young  fellow, 
determined  to  forthwith  call  his  place  “The  Pike.” 
One  result  W'as  that  anglers,  who  wTre  then  com¬ 
mencing  to  visit  the  village  for  the  excellent 
sport  afforded  by  the  river  hard  by,  flocked  to 
his  premises,  naturally  thinking  that  the 
landlord  of  “  The  Pike  ”  must  be  au  authority 
on  fishing,  and  that  they  would  be  better  served 
by  him  than  by  the  proprietor  of  “  The  Bishop.” 
Where  the  anglers  went,  there  too  flocked  the 
villagers,  who  loved  to  hear  the  merry  stories 
and  chit-chat  of  the  “  genelmen  from  Lonnon.” 
“  The  Bishop,”  sad  to  relate,  was  almost  desertecl. 
The  inn-keeper  of  the  older  hostelry  attributed  it 
all  to  the  worthy  man  who  had  indirectly  brought 
about  this  change  in  his  sign,  and  so  wrath  was 
he  that  people  say,  with  bated  breath,  that  once, 
when  the  ostler  was  talking  of  the  prelate,  the 

inn-keeper  was  heard  to  say,  “  D - his  Grace.” 

In  that  village  it  usually  takes  people  three 
months  to  make  up  their  minds,  and  quite  a  year 
to  change  their  opinions,  but  about  eleven  months 
after  the  sign-board  had  been  repainted,  its 
owner  decided  to  revert  to  the  old  name  by  which 
his  inn  had  been  known  for  a  century  or  more. 
But  there  was  no  artist  at  hand  to  repaint  the 
board,  so  rather  than  have  no  sign  at  all,  the 
landlord  left  the  rubicund  bishop  standing,  and 
painted  underneath  him  the  legend  “  The  Old 
Pike.”  There  it  may  be  to  this  day  for  ought  I 
know  to  the  contrary.  Almost  reminds  one  of 
Ovid,  don’t  it  ?  Te.mplar. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  H.  W. — Full  pjarticulars  of  the  Bull  Times 
gold  medal  competition  in  another  column. 

Tench. — Should  advise  you  to  ledger  for  them 
with  lob- worms.  Do  not  strike  too  quickly.  Of 
course,  baiting  up  beforehand  would  bo  an 
advantage.  _ 


CorusjJOitUentt 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

“  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi¬ 
ment.” — T.  E.  Pritt. 

LARGE  SALMON  BASS— SALMON  DACE, 

MARGATE  ;  WHITE  SALMON,  DOVER. 

Sir, — Before  the  Admiralty  Pier  was  run  out 
the  fishing  from  the  north  jetty  at  Dover  was 
excellent  for  bass,  locally  called  while  salmon. 
One  day  a  large  shoal  came  round  the  harbour,  of 
which  I  took  over  thirty  in  one  day,  the  largest 
of  which  was  a  veritable  monster,  and  weighed 
161b.  The  jetty  was  used  as  a  parade  then,  and  I 
was  much  bothered  by  ladies  gathering  round  me 
each  time  I  hooked  a  fish,  so  at  last  1  lifted  one 
over  the  rail  and  let  it  drop  among  the  fair 
tormentors,  the  result,  a  general  scatter  and 
freedom  for  the  angler. 

The  large  one  caused  me  some  trouble.  I 
managed  to  bring  the  fish  into  the  harbour,  where 
I  offered  a  shilling  to  a  loafer  if  he  would  land  it 
for  me,  without  touching  my  line.  I  gradually 
brought  the  bass  to  the  beach,  when  the  first 
thing  the  fellow  did  was  to  catch  hold  of  the  line. 
“  Let  go  !  ”  I  shouted,  “  or  you  will  lose  the  fish — 
and  the  shilling;  don’t  touch  the  line,  and  I  will 
wait  for  a  wave,  and  bring  it  into  your  hands.”  1 
baited  with  the  beard  of  a  large  channel  oyster, 
ledger  fashion,  a  big  bullet,  and  one  hook ;  two  or 
three  hooks  on  a  line  is  sure  to  come  to  grief,  as 
the  bottom  is  rough  chalk. 

I  was  staying  at  the  Guu  Hotel  (Mr.  Hipgrave) 
at  the  time,  and  as  the  tourists  on  the  Ramsgate 
excursion  boat  always  dined  there,  my  bass  came 
in  very  handy,  as  there  were  no  fish  in  the  town, 
those  caught  by  the  netsmen  being  sent  to 
Billingsgate.  The  landlord  produced  a  bottle  of 
champagne,  and,  in  a  flowery  speech,  told  the 
company  I  was  the  king  of  anglers,  and  invited 
them  to  come  and  try  their  luck,  as  I  often  caught 
cod  and  bass  and  gave  them  for  the  use  of  ihe 


hotel ;  there  were  so  many  fish  to  be  had  that 
they  were  sure  to  catch  some.  The  following 
morning,  early,  I  had  just  caught  a  3-pounder, 
when  a  military  gentleman  asked  me  if  I  was  the 
gentleman  who  caught  so  many  salmon  the  day 
previous.  I  told  him  yes.  He  said  he  w'as  a 
salmon  fisher,  and  never  heard  of  salmon  being 
caught  at  Dover.  I  pointed  to  the  one  I  had  just 
taken,  and  he  departed  satisfied. — I  am,  &c., 

T.  R.  S.tCHS. 


WH.AT  IS  THE  WEIGHT  OF  THE  HEAVIEST 
BASS? 

Sir, — Referring  to  above  inquiry  by  Mr.  W. 
Hoarder,  in  Fishing  Gazelle  of  10th  inst.,  to  which 
no  reply  is  forthcoming  this  week,  perhaps  the 
following  extract  from  au  article  on  bass  fishing 
by  “  Cloonea,”  which  appeared  in  Land  and 
Water  of  May  6  last,  may  be  of  service  : — “  Herne 
Bay  used  to  be  a  noted  locality  for  bass,  and 
is  still  for  all  I  know.  It  was  there  I  saw  the 
biggest  specimen  landed  which  over  came  under 
my  ken — ISIlb.  This  was  taken  fishing  from  the 
old  pier  with  a  sand  eel,  and  was  a  very  hand¬ 
some  fish.”  In  Fishing  Gazette,  of  April  29,  Mr. 
A.  Jardine  refers  to  a  221b.  bass  netted  at  Herne 
Bay,  giving  Frank  Buckland  as  his  authority. — 
I  am,  &c.,  _  Gi.int. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Hoarder,  a  working  man 
last  August,  at  Aberffraw,  Anglesey,  caught  a 
bass  1251b.  (I  weighed  it  myself).  His  tackle  was 
rude  but  strong,  and  the  bait  soft  crab.  I  have 
seen  them  taken  up  to  171b.  in  netting  the  bay. — 
I  am,  &c.,  _  W.  H. 


“GRAVEL  LAST-SPRING.” 

Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  kindly 
give  me  some  information  as  to  what  species  of 
fish  the  w'ord  “  Gravel  Last-Spring”  applies  to 
— whether  to  salmon  fry  purely  and  simply,  or 
whether  it  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  distinct  fish. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  misunderstanding  on  this 
point  among  Severn  anglers,  many  of  whom 
assert  that  after  the  salmon  fry  have  migrated  to 
the  sea  in  May  or  June  numbers  of  fish,  which 
they  declare  are  not  the  product  of  the  salmon, 
may  be  captured  throughout  the  year,  and  more¬ 
over  they  may  be  oiten  iound  with  spaivii.  ’Ihe 
Severn  at  the  present  time  contains  many  little 
fish  which  rise  greedily  to  the  fry,  and  which  are 
to  all  appearances  salmon  fry,  but  nearly  a’l  the 
samlets  which  were  in  the  river  in  such  large 
numbers  a  few  weeks  ago  have  disappeared. 
The  Severn  Conservators  in  one  of  their  notices 
prohibit  the  capture  of  “salmon  fryq  locally 
termed  in  some  districts  ‘  Gravel  Last-Spring.’  ” 
In  an  old  and  valuable  work  on  angling,  dated 
1839,  by  Charles  Bowlker,  of  Ludlow,  the  follow¬ 
ing  definition  of  the  term  is  given  :  “  The  Gravel 
Last- Spring  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  the 
fry  of  the  salmon,  but  which  is  a  distinct  species ; 
the  rivers  Severn  and  Wye  abound  with  this 
fish.  It  spawns  in  the  month  of  August,  and 
affords  the  angler  excellent  diversion  with  the 
long  line.  The  Red  Ant  is  a  very  killing  fly,  and 
all  the  flies  may  be  used  with  success  during 
their  proper  seasons.”  I  shall,  sir,  be  much 
obliged  for  any  information  you  can  supply 
through  the  medium  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
respecting  this  fish. — I  am,  &c.. 

Gravel  Last-Spring. 

Shrewsbury,  June  20. 

A  WHITE  OTTER  ON  THE  SHANNON. 

Sir, — Mr.  Robert  Twiss,  Bird  Hill  House, 
near  Killaloe,  informed  me  last  week  that  he  saw 
a  short  time  since  a  perfectly  white  otter  in  the 
Shannon,  which  flows  past  his  estate. 

I  have  myself  some  years  ago  seen  in  the  same 
part  of  the  river  an  adult  otter  with  a  white 
circle  round  its  neck. — I  am,  &c., 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

June  7,  1893.  _ 


A  LARGE  PIKE. 

Sir, — It  may  interest  some  of  your  many 
readers  to  know  that  I  caught  a  pike  of  281b.  in 
Lough  Conn  to-day.  The  fish  was  a  very  fine 
one,  and  was  caught  with  one  of  the  metal 
spinning  baits  which  I  have  seen  advertised  in 
your  paper. — I  am,  &c.,  W.  Cheyior. 

Lough  Conn  Hotel,  Crossmolina,  Ireland, 

June  8,  1893. 
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LAKE  VYRNVVY. 

Sir, — The  above — the  most  natural  of  artificial 
lakes — is  fast  becoming  a  centre  of  attraction  to 
trout  fishers.  The  beauty  of  the  situation,  the 
excellence  of  the  hotel,  and  the  warm  welcome 
accorded  to  visitors  by  Miss  Davies,  the  efficient 
manageress,  will  always  ensure  a  large  influx  of 
anglers  in  the  season.  When,  however,  gentle¬ 
men  travel  200  or  300  miles  by  rail  (many  come 
from  London  and  beyond),  and  post  over  some 
fifteen  miles  in  addition,  they  naturally  expect 
to  get  some  fishing  for  their  trouble  and  outlay. 
At  this  time  of  year,  indeed,  always  in  June,  this 
reasonable  expectation,  so  far  as  Jly-fishivg  is 
concerned  is  not  realised,  nor  can  it  lie,  however 
well  a  man  fishes.  The  trout  will  not  rise  to  a 
fly  during  June  and  July,  and  the  fish  recorded 
in  your  paper  and  in  the  Field  are,  almost  with¬ 
out  exception,  caught  with  the  minnow.  Now,  I 
don’t  like  spinning  so  much  as  fly-fishing,  and 
trolling  not  at  all,  but  when  I  paid  £5  or  £6  in 
travelling,  and  a  reasonable  sum  for  my  day’s 
sport,  I  expect  to  get  what  I  paid  for,  and  finding 
that  the  trout  ignore  the  fly  altogether,  I  am 
sorely  tempted  to  ignore  the  rule  which  limits 
the  use  of  the  minnow  to  a  particular  portion  of 
the  lake.  Mind,  I  don’t  say  that  I  do  ignore  it, 
but  temptation  ought  not  to  be  put  in  any  man’s 
path. 

Up  to  the  middle  or  end  of  May  trout  rise 
freely,  and  the  limit  of  twenty  fish  is  easily 
reached  by  a  competent  fisherman.  After  that, 
as  I  have  said,  trout  practically  refuse  the  fly 
altogether.  Why  not  alter  the  rule — restrict  its 
operation  to  the  end  ot  May  ?  Thfn,  as  to  the 
“  limit  of  twenty  fish,”  no  such  limit,  indeed  no 
limit  whatever,  is  necessary.  Refer  to  the  record 
of  fish  taken,  and  see  how  many  fishermen  have 
achieved  their  “limit.’’  To  this  add  an  assumed 
fair  percentage  for  the  excess  they  might  have 
caught,  and  what  will  it  amount  to  ?  Perhaps 
one  hundred  fish  in  the  season — a  liberal  estimate 
• — and  for  this  a  man’s  sport  is  sometimes  spoiled 
for  the  afternoon.  In  fact,  a  “  limit  ’’  is  an 
absurdity.  No  water  was  ever  depleted  by  fair 
rod-fishing,  whether  with  fly  or  minnow.  In 
Vyrnwy  I  regret  to  say  that  the  fish,  though 
they  have  increased  in  number,  have  decreased 
in  size  since  last  year,  and  such  must  be  the  case 
where  the  supply  of  food  is  insufficient  for  the 
population.  \  ou  cannot  feed  one  hundred  sheep 
on  a  pasture  calculated  for  ten,  nor  one  thousand 
fish  in  water  providing  food  for  one  hundred.  I 
could  offer  a  hint  or  two  on  the  subject  of 
increasing  the  supply  of  food  in  this  lake,  but 
have  trespassed  too  largely  on  your  space  already. 
— I  am,  &c.,  _  A  Fisherjian. 


FISHING  IN  COUNTY  ANTRIM. 

De.ir  Mr.  Marston, — Having  just  returned 
from  my  annual  trip  to  the  River  Bann,  I  thought 
it  might  interest  such  of  your  read-rs  as  are 
prevented  by  “  lack  of  water,’’  to  know  that 
at  Toome  Bridge  the  fishing  has  opened  first- 
rate. 

The  River  Bann  being  at  that  point  the  outlet 
for  Loch  Neagh — the  largest  lake  in  the  three 
kingdoms— it  is  little  affected  by  the  drought. 

The  trout  are  showing  in  larger  numbers  than 
for  years  past,  and  are  taking  the  fly  well.  Mr. 
Newman,  of  Liverpool,  killed  one  of  .5|lb.,  which 
is  being  set  up  by  Cooper ;  Mr.  Fletcher  also 
killed  one  of  31b.,  and  I  did  likewise.  The 
trout  we  killed  averaged  11b.  apiece.  Anglers 
in  search  of  a  good  spot  in  this  abnormal 
season  will  find  it  difficult  to  find  a  better  than 
Toome. 

The  hotel  is  now  entirely  re-furnished,  and  is 
the  cleanest  and  most  comfortable  hotel  I  have 
ever  found  in  Ireland. 

I  hope  you  have  had  a  good  week  with  the 
May-fly. — I  am,  Ac.,  T.  B.  Johnston. 

7,  Lord-street,  Liverpool,  June  fci,  1893. 

[Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  is  a  first-rate  angler,  so 
his  tip  is  all  the  more  valuable. — Ed.] 


SEA  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir,— I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  would  inform  me  what  sea- fishing  there 
is  to  be  had  at  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon — say, 
between  Foynes  and  Kilrush  ?  At  the  sarne 
time,  it  would  be  useful  to  know  what  facilities 
there  are  for  obtaining  bait  in  this  district. — 
I  am,  Ac.,  D. 


READING  THE  GAZETTE. 

Sir, — Remarks  well  worth  making  a  note  of 
often  crop  up  in  the  most  unexpected  places  in 
the  Gazette  in  articles  the  ordinary  angler  might 
not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  read.  For  instance, 
in  reading  that  most  interesting  article  on  pollack 
fishing,  I  was  struck  with  a  method  mentioned 
that  I  think  the  ordinary  angler  might  practice 
to  his  benefit.  Tempo  says  -  “The  float  should 
be  rather  large,  a  porcupine  quill  well  covered 
with  cork,  painted  green  underneath  and  white 
above.’’  Just  so.  How  many  jack  anglers  have 
I  seen  within  the  past  year  using  great  floats 
painted  blue,  red,  brown,  purple,  yellow  helow, 
and  green  above,  and  in  no  more  than  3ft.  or  4fn. 
of  w'ater  clear  as  crystal  ?  I  prefer  a  darkish 
green,  more  especially  in  still  water.  Further 
comment  is  unnecessary  on  this  subject.  Y'’our 
Derbyshire  correspondent  says  i  “  Why  Trent 
anglers  as  a  class  should  avoid  the  fly  it  is 
not  easy  to  see,  unless  they  cannot  throw  a 
fly,  or  are  afraid  to  try.’’  Nine -tenths  of 
Trent  anglers  have  never  been  brought  up  to 
throw  the  fly.  Their  grandfathers  and  fathers 
before  them  were  always  bottom  and  bait 
anglers,  and  the  style  many  anglers  take  to 
in  early  life  they  seldom  relinquish.  Habit, 
sheer  habit.  There  can  be  no  question  that  a  fly- 
fisherman  pure  and  simple,  however  fond  he  may 
be  of  a  bit  of  jack  or  bottom  fishing,  prefers  fly¬ 
fishing  ;  so  does  your  born  and  bred  Trent  angler 
prefer  floating  to  the  fly.  Again,  on  the  lower 
reaches  more  especially,  where  one  swim  can  be 
found  to  suit  the  fly  there  are  twenty  to  suit  the 
float.  They  are  often  long  distances  from  a 
station,  difficult  to  fish  without  a  boat,  and  the 
very  best  time,  a  time  when  a  Trent  angler 
revels  in  floating  for  chub,  dace,  and  roach,  fly¬ 
fishing  is  impracticable.  I  quite  admit  that  fly¬ 
fishing  could  be  practised  on  the  Trent  with 
success  when  bottom  fishing  is,  to  say  the  least, 
very  unsatisfactory ;  but  if  it  were  suggested  to 
a  bottom  angler  he  would  probably  make  a  similar 
remark  re  fly-fishing,  as  one  did  to  me  re  Lea 
reaching.  “To  the  d — 1  with  your  Lea  roach 
poles.’’ 

“  Ignorance,  simple  ignorance,  sir,’’  as  Dr. 
Johnson  observed,  on  a  mistake  being  pointed 
out  in  his  dictionary  by  a  friend. 

Your  correspondent  says  r  “  Salmon  fishing  is 
at  a  standstill,  and  the  season  so  far  has  been  a 
failure.’’  May  I  ask  him  must  salmon  to  enter 
the  Trent  come  through  the  Humber?  If  so, 
how  do  they  survive  it  ?  “  Angler’s  Diary  ’’ 

says  :  “  There  are  a  few  fish  to  three  miles  below 
Gainsborough  !  ’’ — I  am,  &c.,  Mark. 


FISHING  AT  LUIB  IN  PERTHSHIRE. 

Sir, — AYill  some  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  some  information  about  the  fishing  at  Luib 
in  Perthshire  ? 

I  purpose  going  there  about  the  end  of  July  or 
early  part  of  August. 

Will  the  salmon  be  up  the  Dochart  then  ?  Do 
the  sea-trout  get  into  the  river  P  Would  a  16ft. 
grilse  rod  be  too  small  ? 

Any  hints  re  flies,  Ac.,  or  other  particulars 
would  much  oblige. — I  am,  Ac.,  “  Geph.’’ 

74,  Wellington-street,  Leeds,  June  13. 


JACK  TAKEN  ON  A  SMALL  TROUT-FLY. 

Sir, — Although  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for 
jack  to  be  taken  on  salmon  and  other  very  large 
flies,  it  is  I  think  a  rare  occurrence  to  get  one  on 
a  small  trout  fly.  At  least  such  is  my  experience 
extending  over  a  dozen  years  on  waters  where 
small  jack  abound,  and  I  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life  rose  and  hooked  one  of  about  21b.  in  the  sub¬ 
scription  water  at  Harefield  on  the  Colne,  when 
fishing  in  company  with  the  proprietor,  Mr. 
James  Playstead,  of  the  Fisheries  Hotel.  The 
jack  came  a  good  yard  for  the  fly.  and  took  it  in 
a  most  determined  way,  so  that  at  first  we  were 
puzzled  to  know  what  we  had  got  hold  of.  The 
fly  used  was  a  small  Zulu. — 1  am,  Ac., 

Pinner.  A.  C.  Pemberton. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me  what  sort  of  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  the  Isle 
of  Man  ?— I  am,  Ac.,  Angler, 


ROACH  TAKING  SPINNING  BAIT. 

Sir, — Re  “  Roach  taking  spinning  bait,’’  here 
is  another  case  in  point,  which  came  under  my 
notice  three  seasons  ago. 

A  friend  of  mine  was  trailing  a  gudgeon 
mounted  on  a  jack  spinning  flight  behind  a  boat 
on  the  Upper  Wensum.  He  took  a  good-sized 
roach,  hooked  fairly  in  the  mouth.  At  the  time 
I  suspected  foul  hooking,  but  after  most  careful 
eross-questioning,  was  fully  convinced  that  the 
fish  deliberately  ran  at  the  bait  and  was  hooked 
well  in  the  mouth  by  the  tail  triangle,  just  as  in 
the  case  mentioned  by  your  correspondent. 

What  made  the  occurrence  the  more  extra¬ 
ordinary,  was  the  fact  that  the  river  at  that  part 
is  not  very  wide,  and  only  three  or  four  feet 
deep.  The  boat  was  being  rowed  against  the 
stream.  No  roach  in  his  senses  would  have 
thought  of  anything  but  flight.  It  seems  pro¬ 
bable  that  this  was  just  what  that  particular 
roach  was  thinking  of,  and  why  he  took  it. 

There  are  no  chub  in  any  part  of  the  Wensum 
I  believe,  at  any  rate  not  in  that  part.  It  is  a 
pity  there  are  not,  as  they  would  thrive,  and 
give  sport  with  the  fly.  Coarse  fish  do  wonder¬ 
fully  well  there,  and  the  roach  and  dace  rise 
freely  at  times,  and  are  very  game. — I  am,  Ac., 
Bolney  Vicarage,  Wm.  B.  Tracey. 

Hayward’s  Heath,  June  8,  1893. 


PROFESSIONAL  FISHERMEN. 

Sir, — Most  English  fly-fishers  must  be  highly 
gratified  at  the  success  which  attended  Mr. 
Harden  and  Mr.  Close  in  the  competition  for 
the  Loch  Leven  championship.  Without  drawing 
invidious  comparisons,  it  is  quite  evident  that  we 
have  in  England  as  good,  if  not  better,  fly-fishers 
than  any  that  can  be  found  in  Scotland.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  a  man  becomes  a  “  profes¬ 
sional  fisherman”  because  he  takes  part  in  an 
angling  competition  in  which,  as  on  Loch  Leven, 
money  prizes  are  given.  I  must  demur  to  this. 
The  term  “professional  fisherman”  has  a  very 
different  signification  to  the  term  “  professional 
rowing  man,”  or  “  professional  cricketer.”  There 
is  not  in  existence  a  class  of  people  who  make  a 
living  by  fishing  for  money  prizes  as  there  are 
rowers,  cricketers,  billiard-players,  Ac.,  who  make, 
or  attempt  to  make,  a  living  by  rowing,  cricketing, 
and  billiard  playing  for  prizes  or  wagers.  A 
“  professional  fisherman  ”  is  simply  one  who 
catches  fish  for  the  market,  and  the  term  is  some¬ 
times  also  applied  to  gillies  and  other  persons  who 
attend  on  anglers.  It  could  not,  in  any  sense  of 
the  term,  be  applied  to  the  competitors  on  Loch 
Leven. — I  am,  Ac.,  _  Novice. 


UNDRESSING  LINES. 

Sir, — A  correspondent  lately  asked  in  the  cor¬ 
respondence  column  for  an  undressing  for  lines. 
Here  is  the  correct  card  in  a  sentence.  Steep 
the  line  in  naphtha  for  twenty-four  hours,  then 
wash  out  the  line  in  very  hot  water  with  a  little 
soda.  Nothing  but  the  undressed  silk  will 
remain.— I  am,  Ac.,  G.  M.  Mack  ay. 

Schoolhouse,  Kincardine  O’Neil. 


LARGE  GUDGEON. 

Sir, — Will  anyone  who  knows  the  district, 
kindly  tell  me  some  place  where  gudgeon  run 
big  ?  I  have  a  fancy  for  Lakenheath  or  Hilgay 
Fen,  near  Ely.  Brandon  I  know  well  and  like 
much,  but  am  specially  interested  in  the  first- 
named  places.  The  gudgeon  are  wanted  with  a 
view  to  the  frying-pan.  Little  bait  gudgeon 
won’t  do. — I  am,  Ac.  Salopian. 


FISHING  NEAR  SANDWICH. 

Sir, — I  am  desirous  of  finding  a  quiet  place  on 
or  near  the  sea,  where  I  can  get  some  fresh-water 
fishing,  and  have  been  told  that  Minster  (Kent), 
Rye,  or  Sandwich  would  suit  me.  I  shall  be 
greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
can  give  me  any  information  as  to  either  of  the 
places  above  named. — I  am,  Ac.,  Wilson. 


FISHING  AT  TAUNTON. 

Sir, — Will  one  of  your  readers  kindly  let  me 
know  through  your  columns  what  fishing  there 
is  to  be  had  at  or  near  Taunton,  Somersetshire, 
during  the  month  of  July  ?— I  am,  Ac., 

Reading.  w.  H.  Stacey. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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ANGLING'  FIXTURES. 


June  25. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List :  Prize  outing 
on  the  Aruh. 

Jubilee  :  Match  at  Weh“h  Harp. 

North-east  Brothers  :  Match. 

Rodney  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

June  26. 

Anglers’  Pride  :  South  London  Visit. 

Lincoln  :  Central  District  Visit. 

June  27. 

Grange:  Outing  to  Wateringhury. 

Phoenix  :  Quarterly  night. 

June  28. 

Allason  United  ;  Special  general  meeting. 

Camden  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

Horseferry :  Special  meeting. 

June  29. 

Bomore ;  Special  meeting. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Prize  competition. 

AVenlock  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 


July 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

1.  — Westminster  :  Match  at  Edenbridge. 

2.  — Bomore  :  Match  at  Langley. 

2.— Clapham  Junction  ;  Outing  to  Amberley. 

2.— Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

2. — Serapis  :  Outing. 

2. — United  Brothers  :  Match  and  cold  collation. 

3. — Islington  :  Visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  District. 

4.  — Walworth  Waltonians  :  Supper. 

5.  — Lincoln  :  Annual  suppeA 

5.— Pontefract ;  Half-yearly  meeting. 

5. — Prince  Arthur  :  Quarterly  night. 

5.  — Royal  George  :  Western  District  visit. 

6.  — Liverpool  :  Prize  outing. 

11.  — Good  Intent :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

12.  — Walworth  Waltonians  ;  MatoW 

23.  — South  London  United  Visiting  List :  Com¬ 

petition  at  Amberley. 

24.  — Hull  Times  Angling  Competition  at  Brigg. 


Repatts  from  €lubs 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  {to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs¬ 
day  Morning'.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “  Club  Repoet  ”  outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  delegates  assembled 
at  Foresters’  Hall,  on  Monday  last,  the  19th  inst.,  at 
8.30  p.m.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beoket,  vice-president,  occupied 
the  chair.  After  the  ordinary  preliminary  business  had 
been  disposed  of,  including  the  reading  of  proceedings 
of  the  General  and  the  Renting  and  PresMvation  Com¬ 
mittees,  the  visiting  officers  gave  their  reports  as 
follows :  Mr.  Thorley  had  visited  the  Clissold  Angling 
Society,  and  collected  from  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
collecting  box  333.,  which  was  considered  very  satis¬ 
factory.  Mr.  Harris,  on  the  1st  inst. ,  met  delegates  from 
eleven  clubs,  at  the  Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  and  on 
the  14th  inst.  he  attended  the  Queen’s  Angling  Society, 
where  eight  clubs  were  represented,  and  he  collected  6s. 
from  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society’s  box.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  this  box  had  been  recently  broken  open,  or  the 
amount  would  have  been  greater.  Mr.  Harris’s  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Royal  George.  Cheques  were 
ordered  to  be  drawn  to  the  amount  of  ^£67  5s.  to  pay  the 
rent  of  several  of  our  fisheries,  for  bailiffs’  salaries,  and 
other  necessary  expenses.  Mr.  Tibbatts  asked 
if  there  is  any  good  fishing  to  be  had  at 
Bures.  Several  members  rose  in  quick  succession 
and  gave  their  experieuces,  all  of  which  were  of  a 
very  satisfactory  nature.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Crumplen 
was  read  regarding  the  recent  extraordinary 
claim  of  Lord  Ashburton  and  Mr.  Nocton  to  a  certain 
stretch  of  the  Essex  Stour,  who,  although  they  do  not 
claim  to  be  the  owners  of  the  land  forming  the  bank  on 
either  side  of  this  river,  nevertheless  contend  the  fish  in 
the  river  and  all  fishing  rights  are  theirs  and  theirs 
only,  between  Stratford  Bridge  and  Boxford.  It  also 
appears  they  have  commenced  an  action  against  a 
member  of  the  Good  Intent,  Mr.  Donald  Flint.  Mr. 
Crumplen  spoke  at  some  length  on  this  important 
subject,  pointing  out  that  only  three  weeks’  time  now 
remained  be.'ore  we  must  take  action  if  we  wished  to 
defend  the  case,  that  money  would  be  required,  and  he 
invited  the  association  to  co-operate  with  his  committee. 
After  some  discussion  this  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs. 
R.  Ghumey  and  A.  W.  Parker,  were  appointed  our 
representatives.  The  next  business  was  the  enrolment 
of  an  important  angling  society,  viz..  The  Dilettante 
Piscatorials,  whose  place  of  meeting  will  be  No.  59, 
Strand  ;  it  at  present  consists  of  fifteen  members.  The 
St.  Luke’s  Angling  Society,  with  a  like  number  of 
members,  was  also  enrolled  subject  to  their  printed 
rules  being  satisfactory  as  to  sizes  of  fish,  &c.  This 
society  meets  at  the  White  Bear,  King-street,  Luke  s. 
The  chairman  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cook  with  regard 
to  the  amended  proposed  new  Thames  Bye-laws,  and  in¬ 
formed  the  meeting  that  our  secretary  had  replied  to  same 
and  had  also  received  a  further  communication.  Ur  was 
decided  to  let  this  letter  lay  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
The  issue  of  railway  privilege  tickets  up  to  the  present 


time  is  2854,  being  429  more  than  the  number  issued  up 
to  the  same  time  last  year.  Mr.  Close  drew  attention  to 
a  personal  matter,  which  he  did  not  jiress,  and  to  a 
resolution  that  had  been  passed  in  error.  After  some 
discussion,  two  old  minutes  were  rescinded,  and  it  was 
arranged  that  a  special  general  meeting  should  be  held 
on  the  next  delegate  night  in  order  to  re-discuss  the 
advisability  of  altering  the  sizes  of  fish  that  might  be 
taken  in  our  own  private  fisheries.  The  members 
received  some  conflicting  evidence  which  had  been  given 
by  two  anging  societies  regarding  a  member  of  one  of 
them,  and  it  was  ultimately  decided,  after  careful  con¬ 
sideration,  to  withhold  his  railway  privilege  ticket  for 
the  present.  The  roll  was  called  at  a  late  hour,  and 
delegates  from  sixty  clubs  wore  found  to  be  in-esent. — 
Hon.  RepoeteB. 

Anglers’  Association  "Visiting  List  (Easteen 
Disteict,  No.  2). — The  return  visit,  which  should  have 
taken  place  at  the  Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society 
on  Monday  last,  has  been  postponed  till  Monday, 
July  3,  when  I  hope  all  the  clubs  on  the  list  will  give 
me  their  assistance  to  make  this  meeting  a  bumper. — 

F.  Thoeling,  Visiting  Officer. 

Anglers’  Association.  —  Southeen  Disteict 
Visiting  List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took 
place  on  Tuesday  the  20th  inst.,  at  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermond- 
sey-street.  On  the  roll  being  called  the  following 
thirteen  clubs  were  represented  ;  Angler’s  Pride,  Ber¬ 
mondsey  Bi others,  Blackfriars,  North  Lambeth, Peckham 
Brothers,  Rodiiey,  St.  George’s,  Wellington,  City 
Piscatorials,  PixT^ Brothers,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Great 
Northern  Brothers,  and  Izaak  Walton.  The  next  visit 
will  take  place  at  Hie  Peckham  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  Prince  Al,bert,  East  Surrey  Grove,  Peckham  ; 
the  date  I  will  give  next  week. — G.  W.  Aemsteong, 
District  Officer. 

Anglers’  benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
of  11s.  3d.  from  Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  6s.  from 
Queen’s,  and  3s.  fid.  Walham  Green  and  Fulham  Angling 
Societies,  from  their  donation  boxes,  and  5s.  donation 
from  the  Havelock  Angling  Society. — H.  Ghueney,  sec. 

Aberdeen  Amateur  Kock  Fishers’  Associa¬ 
tion. — This  association  held  a  competition  on  Satur¬ 
day  for  those  members  who  have  never  gained  a  prize 
before.  The  weather  being  fine,  a  good  many  com¬ 
peted,  but  very  poor  sport  was  obtained.  The  follow¬ 
ing  are  those  who  weighedrin  ;  Mr.  P.  Nicol,  41b.  3oz.  ; 

H.  Grand,  21b.  14oz. ;  W.  Elrick,  lib.  9oz.  ;  G.  Mitchell, 
11b.  4oz. ;  J.  Gibson,  1.3oz. ;  H.  Rigby,  13oz.;  G.  Ander¬ 
son,  9oz.  A  large  number  of  other  anglers  who  did  not 
compete  were  out  on  the  rooks  and  made,  on  the  whole, 
tilerably  good  baskets.  June  has  not  been  nearly  so 
good  a  month  as  May  proved  to  be. — G.  M. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Biixton,  S.W. — We  had  a  good  show  of 
fish  on  the  18th  inst.,  by  the  following  memhers:  Mr. 

F.  Barnes,  roach  and  bream  (including  a  fine  specimen 
bream;  Mr.  W.  H.  Bryant,  bream;  Mr.  W.  Warde, 
chub  and  dace ;  and  Mr.  D.  B.  Green,  roach.  Mr. 
Barnes  being  the  only  one  to  weigh-in  for  the  compe¬ 
tition,  he  took  first  prize,  leaving  one  to  be  fished  for 
on  the  25th,  under  same  conditions  as  last  week. 
During  the  evening  Mr,  Enever  kindly  gave  a  silver  cup 
of  the  value  of  .£3  3s.,  for  competition,  to  be  won  three 
times  before  finally  becoming  the  property  of  winner. 
Mr.  D.  B.  Green  also  gave  us  a  prize  for  the  largest 
roach  between  this  date  and  August  6.  At  our  weekly 
meeting  we  made  two  more  members,  Mr.  Harry  Lee 
and  Mr.  Sidney  Jones,  and  hope  to  nominate  one  or  two 
more  next  week. —  W.  H.  Beyant.  _  ~  . 

Allason  United  Brothers’  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W. 
— The  usual  business  was  transacted  on  the  21st  inst., 
with  a  good  muster  of  members.  After  tbe  minutes 
was  passed  the  prize  winners  of  the  Open  Roving  Match 
of  June  18  were  announced,  viz.  ;  Mr.  Fuller,  first,  with 
a  good  show  of  roach  and  dace  from  the  Kennett ;  Mr. 
W.  Bridge  coming  second  with  bream  from  Cowley 
Broad  ;  and  Mr.  Challen,  third,  with  bream  from  Lang¬ 
ley.  Messrs.  Abrahams,  Jackson,  Blades,  &c.,  also 
weighed-in.  Our  special  general  meeting  takes  place 
next  Wednesday  at  8.30  punctually,  for  very  important 
business.  No  member  to  be  absent  on  this  occasion. 
Tbe  quarterly  audit  takes  place  next  Monday  at 
8.30  p.m.,  at  the  clubhouse.  I  can  thoroughly  recom¬ 
mend  Langley  and  Slough  for  a  good  day’s  breaming. 
Mr.  Bendy  and  Mr.  Palmer  were  elected  as  honorary 
members. — B.  Abeahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-tields. — On  the  18th  inst^we 
fished  our  match  at  Amberley  for  four  prizes.  The 
winners  were  J.  Scott,  W.  Hall,  S.  Cutbush,  J. 
with  roach,'bream,  and  dace.  The  following  also  weighed- 
in  :  W.  Hopping,  H.  Seymour,  W.  Thornet,  making  a 
very  fair  show.  On  Tuesday  we  elected  a  few  more 
members,  and  I  hope  all  those  who  ha.ve  not  paid  up 
will  do  so  by  next  Tuesday,  as  we  wish  to  have  our 
balance-sheet  out  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have 
for  a  few  more  members.  Those  wishing  to  join  the 
above  can  have  full  particulars  by  applying  over  the 
bar.— G.  Mabeiott,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Paced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — On  the  18th  inst.  only  two 
members  weighed-in  (Messrs.  Haynes  and  Harding)  a 
nice  show  of  roach,  bream,  and  rudd.  On  Wednesday 
night  we  had  a  crowded  meeting,  and  got  through  a  lot 
of  business.  Several  new  members  were  made,  and  some 
more  proposed . — F.  G.  Hutchins,  sec.  _ 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Trijjpe 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  the  18th  inst.  Mr. 
Lovett  had  a  very  nice  show  of  roach,  bream,  and 


barbel;  Mr.  J.  Rich,  roach  and  bream;  Mi.  ^nes, 

roach  and  dace;  Mr.  H.  Tiirpp,  pin  ,  rudd  ;  Mi.  Hada 
way,  roach  and  dace;  ahd  Mr.  G.  Rich  chub  ;  several 
others  had  fish  but  did  not  weigh-in.  On  WetoeMay, 
June  14,  two  new  members,  the  Messrs.  Tringha  , 
elected.  The  club  is  in  a  first-class  condition  and 
this  promises  to  be  a  very  big  season  for  prizes.— James 

^  Amteable  -Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 

Great  Sutton- street,  Goswell-road.-On  the  mh  inst. 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  but  only  two  m  ■ 
weighed-in,  Mr.  Harte  with  roach  and  dace  and  Mr.  vv . 
Embleton,  jun.,  with  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  L. 

EmBLETON,  sec.  . 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 

George,  Botberhithe  New-road.— The  last  Central  vis 
took  place  to  the  above  club  on  .Thursday  the  16th 
inst.,  the  following  gentlemen  assisting  in  the  harmony  . 
Messrs.  Atkins,  Fowler,  Barrett,  C.  W^^Vig,  Mann, 
and  B.  Palner.  On  the  roll  being  called  the  follow¬ 
ing  clubs  responded  :  Great  Northern  Brot  ^  , 
mondsey  Brothers,  Patriotic,  Pixie,  Amicable  brothers 
Lincoln,  Seymour  Brothers.  Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  18th  inst.,  only  three  weighing-in- 
Messrs.  Palmer,  Gilbert,  and  Davis.— D  •  ’.Its  of 

Anglers  Pride  Angling  ® 

Wales,  South-street,  East-street,  Walfo/lh.— The  next 
visit  on  the  South  London  list  will  take  Woenll 

alDove  society  on  Monday  next,  June  26,  when  P  *_ 
angling  societies  will  give  me  fheir  hearty  supp 
this  occasion,  this  society  having  attended  e  ^  , 

during  the  past  year.  Members  not  having  attended  last 
meeting,  being  quarterly  night,  will  be  fined  according 
to  rulel  Please  attend  on  Wednesday.  Proposition  for 
monthly  prize  outing.— J.  H.  Tuceeb,  -r^onl- 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street  — 
members  were  out  on  the  18th  inst.  and  ,  rnach 
i  uccess.  The  following  weighed-in:  J-, 
and  bream;  H.  Patman,  bream  (be^  fish  ^'b.  14iozJ  , 

J.  Warman,  bream  and  roach  ;  G.  ’  ’. 

Fawcett,  bream;  P.  Allum,  bream  ;  R. 

A.  Conn,  bream,  Wrbel,  and  roach— total  gross 
871b.  A  return  visit  on  the  Anglers  Association  List, 
Southern  Division,  was  paid  to  this  society  on  the  2Uth 
when  thirteen  clubs  responded  to  the  roll-call.  1  UK 
this  opportunity  of  returning  the  thanks  of  the  .“®“ber 
to  the  various  societies  that  favoured  us  with  their 
support  on  that  occasion,  especially  those  societies  no 
on  the  list  who  came  a  long  journey  to  oblige.— a- 

*^°Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South  wark-street— Some  of  our  “OMber  were  out  on  the 
18th,  and  brought  in  some  good  shows,  Mr.  Wheelhoiise 
starting  again  to  the  front  with  bream  and  carp,  Mr. 
Hacker,  carp,  and  Mr.  Shelton,  roach.  We  also  had  a 
grand  show  of  bream,  brought  in  by  one  o/ bo^^o™^ 
members,  Mr.  G.  Howard ;  total  -weight,  171b.  fijo^ 
Members  who  want  privilege  tickets  kindly  let  me  know 
at  once.— J.  Fosteb,  bon.  sec.  „  .  j.  -d 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  R^e 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C.— On  the  18te  inst.  e 
had  a  small  show  from  the  following;  Messrs.  D. 
Warren  71b.  8oz.,  bream  and  tench;  J.  btevens, 
21b.  5ioz. ;  G.  Smith,  roach,  lib.  13ioz.  Winner  ^  Mr. 
Rich’s  prize,  C.  Payne  lib  fi^oz  roach;  b„Davm 
bream,  11b.  2ioz.  Mr.  Lowden  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Pain 
were  elected  working  members.— D.  Wabeei^ 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Britannia,  Clarendon- 
road,  Notting-hill.  —  Since  my  last  report  ten  new 
members  have  been  enrolled.  June  8  was  quarterly 
night,  and  I  thank  the  members  for  their  attendance  ;  a 
lot  of  very  special  business  was  got  through,  ihe 
books  have  been  audited,  and  show  a  very  good  financial 
account.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  _  rhursday, 
June  29.  Our  first  match  of  the  season  is  to  be  a 
pegged  down  one,  in  Veitch’s  pond,  Langley,  on  July  . 

— F.  Staniford,  sec. 

British  Sea  Anglers’  Society.  —  T  oekshiee 
Bbanch. — A  meeting  was  held  at  ScarborOTgh  the  other 
evening,  at  the  Albemarle  Hotel,  Mr.  R.  C.  Rhodes 
presiding.  The  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  J.  W .  Blakey, 
reported  as  to  what  arrangements  had  been  made  for 
cheap  travelling  facilities  to  different  parts  of  the 
coast,  reduced  tariffs  for  hotels,  and  reduced  rates  for 
boats  and  baits.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  first  excur¬ 
sion  on  Saturday,  July  1,  the  members  to  leave  the 
harbour  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  in  boats  lent  tor 
the  occasion  by  members  of  the  society. 

Brompton  Angling  Society. — The  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  of  this  flourishing  society 
took  place  on  Wednesday  evening  at  their  headquarters, 
the  D’Oyley  Arms,  Marlborough-road,  Chelsea.  Mr. 
G.  H.  Howard  occupied  the  chair  ;  Mr.  Brown,  the  vice- 
chair.  There  was  a  full  attendance,  and  the  supper 
(which  was  supplied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brook)  was  of  the 
very  choicest  description.  As  a  mark  of  appreciation 
their  healths  were  drank  with  musical  honours.  An 
absent  member  (Mr.  Cecil)  sent  some  beautiful  flowers 
to  decorate  the  tables.  On  the  walls  of  the  club-rooin 
were  some  admirable  specimens  of  stuffed  fish,  the  latest 
addRTon  being  a  handsome  perch  of  2lb.  14Joz.  taken  by 
Mr.  Coggin,  in  Norfolk  waters.  After  the  toast  oi 
“The  Queen”  the  pianist  gave  a  selection  of  waltzes; 
Messrs.  Carter  and  Brown  followed  with  some  excellent 
songs.  The  vice-chairman  gave  “  My  old  friend  John,^^ 
and  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “  The  Brompton  Anglers, 
was  proposed  by  the  chairman  in  eulogistic  terms,  ana 
responded  to  by  their  hard-working  and  much-respected 
secretary,  Mr.  Roach.  More  songs,  excellently  rendered 
by  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Carter,  and  others,  occupied  the  time 
so  pleasantly  that  a  danger  of  losing  the  last  train  was 
imminent  unless  the  distribution  of  prizes  were  taken 
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The  secretary  then  read  a  list  of  the  prizes, 

which  space  will  not  permit  of  enumerating.  Amongst 
the  winners  were  Messrs.  J.  Hall,  Alcock,  E.  C.  Hall, 
Davis,  Gear,  Williams,  F.  Briggs,  Roach,  &c.  There 
had  been  weighed-in  during  the  season  over  5151b.  of 
fish,  3401b,  of  which  were  roach — eight  inches  being  the 
standard  recognised  by  the  club.  Thirty-nine  specimens 
(twelve  roach  and  twenty-seven  dace)  had  been  cap 
tnred  ;  and,  after  paying  out  all  expenses,  there  re¬ 
mained  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  a  balance  of  nearly 
Ai.  A  very  substantial  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season 
was  subscribed,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
and  vice-chairman,  not  omitting  the  stewards  (Messrs. 
J,  Hall  and  Roach),  brought  a  very  pleasant  evening  to 
a  ^ose.  Mr.  F  J.  Rymer  was  proposed  as  a  member. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Fdward  yl.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. — On 
the  18th  inst.  some  of  our  members  went  out  for  our 
first  daily  prize,  but  met  with  poor  sport — only  one  mem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Bars,  being  successful,  weighing-in  51b.  of  roach 
and  dace.  Gentlemen  who  would  like  to  join  us  may 
see  the  rules  at  the  bar.  Meeting  nights  Wednesdays 
and  Sundays  — Hr.  Tame,  sec. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree.  Bromley. — The  following  members  weighed-in  on 
the  18th  inst.  :  Messrs.  E.  Lee,  nice  show  of  roach  and 
^ce  ;  Mr.  Bissell,  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Short,  bream; 
Sv  bream ;  Mr.  Parmenter,  bream  and  roach; 

‘  roach ;  Mr.  W.  Lees,  bream  and  roach ; 

Mr.  Watkins,  loach;  Mr.  Tucker,  bream.  I  hope  mem¬ 
bers  will  show  up  in  force  next  meeting  night,  as  we 
have  some  very  pressing  business  on. — J.  Watkins,  sec 
Burdett  Angling  Society,  Joiner’s  Arm-,  118, 
Haokney-road.— Mr.  J.  Pethie,  on  the  18th  inst.,  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace  from  Pulboro’,  and 
that  will  be  the  last,  as  we  are  not  allowed  to  fish  there 
now  (only  by  paying  for  it).  We  had  a  good  meeting 
last  week,  made  two  new  members,  and  have  plenty  of 
room  for  more.  The  secretary  is  at  the  clubhouse  every 
sfter  eight  o’clock.  We  have  a  lot  of  new 
fishing  waters  this  year. — J.  Pethie,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.  W. — On  the  18th  inst.,  several  members 
were  successful.  Mr.  Sartain,  roach;  Mr.  Marshall, 
roach;  Mr.  King,  roach  and  perch;  Mr,  Langton,  roach 
and  perch  ;  and  Mr.  Criteher,  roach  and  gudgeon.  Two 
working  members  were  elected  last  week,  two  more  were 
proposed,  and  one  honorary  member  will  be  elected 
"^C6k.  We  have  room  for  a  few  more  working 
members,  and  have  reduced  honorary  members’  sub¬ 
scription  to  5s.  (including  privilege  ticket).  The  distri¬ 
bution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next. 
June  28.  Gentlemen  who  have  kindly  promised  prizes 
will  greatly  oblige  by  forwarding  the  same  on  or  before 
the  above  date. — E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
balisbury.  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— Several 
members  were  out  on  the  18th  inst  ,  when  we  bad  a  very 
nice  show  of  bream  and  roach  by  Messrs.  R.  Lashwood, 

G.  Hatton,  E.  Dove,  C.  Marnoy,  u.  Mills,  and  O.  Jones. 
Alter  our  delegate  read  the  report  from  headquarters, 
we  added  five  new  members  to  our  society.  Mr.  G. 
Mills  was  elected  clerk  of  the  scales  for  the  ensuing 
season. — O.  Jones,  sec. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society.  The  following  members  were  successful  on 
the  18th :  Mr.  Comley,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Macdonnell, 
bream,  from  Amberley,  101b.  6oz.,  heaviest  fish  31b.  4ioz., 
and  he  also  had  another  catch,  which  was  not  weighed 
in,  that  for  novelty  beats  the  reoord — viz.,  a  lully 
opened  umbrella  with  a  lady’s  handbag  attached,  which 
was  taken  ledgering.  The  owner  can  have  them  by 
describing  the  articles  and  contents  of  the  bag.  Mr.  A. 
Charles  will  give  a  prize  for  the  heaviest  take  of  fish 
open  to  all  members  of  this  club,  in  the  Clerkenwell 
competition. — Cas. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W  — 

At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  by  ballot  that  we 
fash  a  competition  at  Amberley,  on  July  2,  for  three 
prizes.  This  being  our  first  outing,  I  hope  members 
will  show  up  in  full  force.  We  also  had  the  pleasure  of 
making  two  more  members,  and  nominated  three  others. 

On  the  18th  inst.  two  members  weighed  in — Mr.  Painter 
41b.  b^oz.  (one  fish  31b.  12oz.),  bream,  and  Mr.  G.  T. 

3joz.,  roach. — G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 
Cliftonville  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville  Tavern, 
Alderton-road,  S.E. — We  made  three  new  members 
viz. :  Messrs.  Franklin,  Stanhope,  and  Wilkins,  and 
nominated  Mr.  H.  Case  as  an  honorary  member.  Mr. 

P.  Ga,rdner  and  Mr.  J.  Franklin  weighed  in  some  bream 
and  dace  from  Amberley  on  the  18th  inst.  Several  of 
our  members  intend  going  out  on  the  2.5th  inst.,  when 
1  hope  to  see  the  trays  well  filled.  Members  are 
requested  to  send  in  their  subscriptions  at  once  if  they 
J  matcbe?. — P.  Gardner 

Cobden  Aneling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road  ”•  ''6  had  some  fine  shows  of  fish  weighed  in 

w  the  18th  inst.  by:  Messrs.  T.  Tw3man,  rudd. 

281b.  9cz. ;  F.  Stone,  rudd, 
141b.  12oz. ;  A.  Tucker,  tench  and  roach,  31b.  14oz. ;  E. 
Bowue,  tench  and  rudd,  5lb.  8oz.  ;  S.  Hicks,  roach  ;  H. 
Underwood,  roach.  On  Tuesday  G  Percival  weighed  in 
7lm  boz.  of  roach,  total  weight,  i)71b. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen  Arms, 
iork  road,  hi.— Our  annual  supper  of  the  13th  mst.  was 
a  peat  success.  Mr.  Hansel  was  the  chairman,  and  Mr 
ibomas,  vice.  During  the  evening  Messrs.  Will  Fuller! 
Gubbndp,  Stretch,  jun.,  Snell,  Clifft,  and  other  mem- 
hers  kiii^dly  contributed  to  the  harmony.  The  prize  list 
onerea  tor  the  comiDg  season  was  a  very  good  one,  and 
the  evening  drew  to  a  close  much  too  soon,  everyone 

present  expressing  themselves  highly  pleased.— B.  Pitt 


Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Prince  of  Whales,  East- 
bonme-terrace,  W.— The  members  of  the  above  club 
held  their  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday,  Jane  20,  and 
with  a  large  number  of  visitors  spent  a  very  enjoyable 
evening,  Messrs.  White,  Brown,  Rubenstein,  Wells,  and 
Stallibrass  contributing  to  the  evening’s  amusement. — 
H.  O.  S. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  the  18th  inst.  twenty-one 
members  competed  in  a  pegged  down  match  for  six 
prizes  of  lOs.  each  in  value,  but,  owing  to  the  bad  state 
of  the  water,  the  takes  were  very  small.  Result-  Mr 
Legge,  1  :  Barson,  2  ;  Wythe,  3  ;  Spong,  4 ;  Love,  5 ; 
Hills,  6.  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Cogswell  also  had  fish. 
Members  please  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  settle  where 
the  next  match  shall  take  place.— S.  Malby,  sec. 

Fifth  Rye  House  Competition.— Since  my  last 
report,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
Lincoln,  lOs. ;  Sundial,  73.  ;  City  of  London,  fi.-*.-  S 
Malby,  sec. 

Eagle  Angling  Society.  Chesnut-road.  —  Our 
annual  dinner  took  place  at  the  Eagle  on  Thursday,  the 
15th  inst.,  when  over  thirty  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
repast  provided  by  Mr.  Allen  Ainsley.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  the  president,  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridgway,  faced  by 
that  ardent  sportsman,  Mr.  H.  S.  Tibbatts.  After  full 
justice  had  been  done  to  all  the  good  things,  the  usual 
loyal  toast  was  proposed.  Mr.  Mortimer  followed  with 
a  song,  “Thy  Sentinel  am  I.”  Mr.  Tibbatts  next 
proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “  The  Eagle  Angling 
Society,’  on  which  he  dwelt  in  a  very  flattering  manner, 
stating  the  great  amount  of  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  be 
in  our  midst  on  this  auspicious  occasion,  and  hoping  (as 
we  all  hoped)  that  ho  would  be  with  us  on  many  other 
such  pleasant  evenings.  After  a  couple  of  songs,  our 
president,  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridgway,  responded  in  a  very  able, 
interesting,  and  amusing  manner.  A  song  from  Mr  D. 
Sharland  (secretary  ),  of  a  humorous  description,  brought 
us  to  the  distribution  of  prizes  by  the  chairman,  which 
included  various  guineas,  half  guineas,  a  pair  of 
very  fine  oil  paintings,  a  guinea  silk  umbrella,  and 
several  smaller  prizes,  the  principal  winners  being 
Messrs.  H.^  Day,  J.  Dwyer,  G.  Barnet,  Price,  C.  Ash¬ 
more,  and  G.  Rochford.  After  a  song  by  our  chairman 
(  In  Old  Madrid  ’’),  Mr.  F.  Thomas  (Hounsfield  Otters), 
in  a  very  able  manner,  proposed  “  The  Secretary  and 
OflBcers  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society,”  which  was 
responded  to  by  Mr.  D.  Sharland  and  Mr.  T.  P.  Barlow 
(our  late  secretary),  both  of  whom  were  well  received 
The  chairman  next  presented  Mr.  Barlow  with  a  very 
handsome  gold  horse-shoe  pin,  set  with  pearls,  sub¬ 
scribed  for  by  a  few  of  his  admiring  fellow  members 
Mr.  Barlow  gracefully  replied,  and  his  health  was  drunk 
with  Gnthusiasm.  From  this  point  all  sGGmGd  inclined 
to  get  on  with  the  harmony,  and  after  our  friends  and 
benefactors  The  Press  ”  had  teen  proposed,  and 
been  responded  to  Mr.  Griffin,  who,  in  a  well-chosen 
speech,  pointed  out  the  manifold  blessings  we  derived 
through  Itheir  kindness,  specially  mentioning  our  own 
paper,  the  Pishing  Gazette,  the  fun  went  fast  and 
furious  in  the  way  of  singring:,  amongst  those  who 
favoured  the  company  being  Mr.  Mortimer,  Mr.  Parrett 
Mr.  Ridgway,  Mr.  Ashmore,  who  “  Still  had  the  same 
old  walk/’  whilst  Mr.  Sharland  came  up  with  his 
little  lot,”  and  several  others  obliged,  but  when  the 
hour  of  departure  arrived  all  seemed  sorry  to  leave. 
Some  of  “  The  Birds  ”  were  soon  on  the  war-path,  and  on 
the  18th  inst.  we  had  a  splendid  show  of  roach  and  dace 
from  Mr.  Tom  Collier,  about  161b,  the  largest  IJlb.  • 
whilst  Messrs.  J.  Dwyer,  C.  Ashmore,  and  Mr.  Price 
had  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace  ;  also  T.  Collier  again 
favoured  us  with  141b.  very  fine  roach  and  dace,  and  a 
chub  of  2Jlb.,  on  Tuesday  .last.  Regret  was  felt  at  the 
absence  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard. — Duncan  Sharland 
hon.  sec. 

Eclipse  Angling*  Society,  Ledlury  Arms,  Led- 
bury-road,  Bayswater. — Several  of  our  members  went 
out  on  the  18th,  but  met  with  poor  success,  only  a  few 
having  fish  as  follows  :  Mr.  Fuller,  one  grayling  14.iOz. 
and  roach  21b.;  Mr.  F.  Davies,  bream,  lib.  13oz.  ■  Mr! 
Butler,  roach,  13Joz.,  and  Mr.  Collins,  tench.’  Mr! 
Target  and  Mr.  Viner  also  had  fish,  but  did  not  wei‘'h- 
iD.— F.  Reynolds,  sec.  ° 

Enterpr^e  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Tottenham. — Our  season  commenced  on  the 
18th  inst.,  when  we  had  a  good  muster  of  members  and 
“lends  in  the  club-room.  There  was  an  excellent  show 
of  fish,  amongst  which  were  some  first-class  roach  aud 
f  Rencher  (weight  31b*  15Joz.,  including  a  dace 

ot  lljoz.  and  a  roach  ot  lib,  4Joz.),  Mr.  Phesay  (weight 
41b.  lOioz.,  including  a  dace  of  lOuz,  and  a  roach  of 
11b.  2oz.),  Mr.  Balaam  (weight  21b.  lOjoz.,  amor  get 
which  was  a  roach  of  11b  4Joz.).  Those  members  who 
have  not  yet  taken  np  their  new  privilege  tickets  are 
requested  to  apply  for  same  at  once.—W.  H.  Tuck 
hon.  sec.  ’ 

Epsom  Angling  Society. —  Messrs.  Jeffery  and 
Hailes  opened  the  season  with  T.  Spong  at  i’wicken- 
ham,  on  Monday  last :  but  only  succeeded  in  capturing 
two  jack  Oa  21b.  and  31b,  2oz,  respectively  — Edw  Wm 
Hailes,  sec. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate.  The  first  weighing-in  of  our 
keld  on  the  18th  inst.,  when  a  fine  show  of 
rudd  and  roach  and  bream  were  displayed.  W.  J. 
Tal^t,  rudd,  71b.  loz  :  J.  Carter,  rudd,  51b.  2roz  • 

5  J  •„>.  y®®’  bream,  21b.  2ioz.  ;  W.  H.  Talbot, 

vu  T  ^  1  7Joz.  Messrs.  W.  N.  and 

■  '  and  J .  Carter  reported  catch  upwards  of  500 

sizeable  rudd,  according  to  the  association  standard 
(bin.),  but  as  the  club  standard  is  7in.  they  were  re- 
tarned  to  the  water.  Our  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
luesday,  when  it  was  decided  to  have  an  outing  on 


J uly  9,  the  place  to  be  decided  at  our  next  meeting. 
Members  please  note  and  attend  on  AVednesday  next. 
A  visit  from  the  Angling  Club  on  the  No.  1  Eastern 
list  was  paid  to  the  above  club  on  Wednesday,  when 
eleven  clubs  wore  represented,  and  about  100  members 
attended.  Tlie  secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Geo. 
Casidy,  Q.C.,  regretting  his  inability  to  attend  and  take 
the  chair.  In  his  absence  Mr.  Grocott  filled  the  same 
in  a  very  able  manner,  and  Mr.  Claud  Grocott  was  an 
exceedingly  able  acc  impanisfc.  In  addition  to  the  clubs 
on  the  No.  1  list  the  Deptford  United  and  General  Post- 
office  Angling  societies  were  represented.  Amongst 
others  who  attended  were  Mr.  T.  Crumplin  (“Old Isaac ” 
of  the  People).  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  secretary  Anglers’ 
Association,  and  Mr.  Manning,  visiting  officer.  During 
the  evening  excellent  harmony  was  rendered.  At  eleven 
o’clock  the  London  visitors  had  to  leave  to  catch  ithe  last 
train,  and  the  harmony  was  continued  by  the  members 
and  Iriends  residing  in  the  district.  Before  leaving  Mr. 
Manning  made  an  able  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society.  His  remarks  were  supplemented 
by  the  chairman.  The  secretary  moved  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Grocott  for  presiding,  and  to  Mr.  Claud 
Grocott  and  Mr.  Pearson  for  their  musical  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  society.  After  a  reply  from  these  gentle¬ 
men  the  proceedings  closed  at  12,30.  An  oui  nj-  of  the 
club  will  take  place  on  July  9  — W.  J.  Talbot. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  W. — We  fished  for  three  prizes,  on  the  18th  inst., 
which  were  all  taken  in  spite  of  the  rivers  being  so  low. 
First,  Mr.  J.  Lawrence;  second,  Mr.  Ellis;  third,  Mr. 
Ballard.  Mr.  Higgs  and  Mr.  Coleman  also  weighed  in. 
Weights,  131b.  IJoz.  On  Monday  we  had  a  good  muster 
of  members  ;  we  elected  thr^e  new  members,  aud  one 
more  to  elect  next  Monday.  Alterations  and  additions 
to  book  of  rules  were  confirmed,  and  they  will  shortly 
be  put  in  hand. — A.  Payne,  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers’  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — On  the 
18th  (our  opening  day)  a  number  of  the  members  paid  a 
visit  to  their  old  fishing  grounds,  viz.,  Mr.  King’s 
Meadow,  Amberley,  now  rented  by  the  Central  Associa¬ 
tion.  The  greater  portion  of  tUe  day  was  spent  in 
hunting  np  the  “old  swims”;  but  the  bank  has  so 
altered,  and  the  sedges  and  reeds  grown  so  thick  that 
they  were  difficult  to  find.  The  following  members 
weighed  in  bream  and  roach:  Mr.  C.  Watling,  jnn., 
having  the  heaviest  show,  viz.,  71b.  lOoz.,  Messrs.  W. 
Creasey,  J.  A.  Fitch,  H.  Duncombe,  G.  Loom,  J.  Blatch- 
ley,  T.  Brown,  and  J.  Snell.— J.  A.  Fitch,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Dr.  Brunton,  M.D., 
in  the  chair.  Some  arrangements  were  made  for  clearing 
the  water  at  Miicham.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr. 
Ohlson,  who  is  fishing  at  Altnacealgaoh,  stating  that  he 
had  taken  8i^lb.  of  trout  one  day,  and  101b.  another. 
Mr.  Jonas  had  taken  two  and  a-half  brace  of  trout  at 
Winchester— best  fish  Ijlb.  Mr.  Bartlett  had  taken 
some  dace  at  Mitcham  ;  Mr.  Hesse,  twelve  bream  and 
some  roach  and  chub  irom  Norfolk;  and  Mr.  Bnrne, 
dace  from  the  Mole.  Dr.  Brunton  had  taken  a  good 
brace  of  trout  at  Uxbridge.  Five  new  members  were 
proposed.  Mr.  Harden,  of  “The  Piscatorial  Society,” 
who  took  the  championship  of  the  National  Angling 
Clubs  Association,  was  present,  and  gave  an  account  of 
his  fishing  at  Loch  Leveii.  Mr.  Norman  (hon.  librarian), 
presented  the  library  with  a  copy  of  a  reprint  of  an 
old  work  on  “  Practical  Angling,”  by  Joun  Beever, 
The  secretary  read  a  short  paper  on  “  May-fly  Fishing,” 
which  was  followed  by  an  interesting  discussion.  The 
visit  to  the  Upper  Thames,  which  had  been  fixed  for 
next  Tuesday,  will  not  take  place  until  later  on,  of 
which  notice  will  be  given.  The  secretarj-’s  address 
will  in  Inture  be,  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  65,  Hazelville-road, 
Hornsey  Rise,  N. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent,  Mow- 
lem-street.  Bishop  s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  the 
18th  inst.  a  lew  good  fish  were  weighed  in  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  membirs:  Mr.  C.  Pflfger,  41b.  14oz.  roach;  Mr.  J. 
Griffiths,  3lb.  3oz.  bream;  and  Mr.  J.  Gay,  lib.  fijoz. 
roach.  On  the  20th  inst.  it  was  decided  that  the  follov  - 
ing  proposition  should  be  embodied  in  the  club  report  to 
the  Pishing  Gazette  for  this  week,  in  the  hope  that  other 
clubs  would  adopt  the  same  course.  “  Proposed  by  Mr. 

T.  Tbompsen,  aud  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Griffiths,  that  a 
complaint  be  mido  at  the  next  delegate  meeting  in 
respect  of  not  having  the  ‘  Guide  Bjoks  ’  issue  i  with  the 
privilege  tickets,  especially  this  season,  owing  to  the 
new  concessions  which  have  bstn  granted  by  the 
diflVrent  railway  couipanies.” — W.  Young,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N. — On  the 
18tb,  Mr,  J.  C.  Webb  had  chub,  roach,  aud  dace;  Mr, 

1.  N.  Glover,  chub:  Mr.  C.  L,  Scholefield,  a  nice  show 
of  roach  and  daco ;  and  Mr.  Westrup  two  splendid 
barbel,  large.st  71b.  lloz.,  and  31b.  of  dace.  I  beg  to 
impress  upon  members  that  if  they  wish  the  club  to 
prosper,  they  111  Ubt  take  more  interest  in  the  bnsiness, 
and  attend  more  frequtntly.  The  prize  list  will  be 
submitted  to  the  meeting  next  Weinesday. — G.  H. 
Ruthebpokd,  sec. 

Hoisbferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster.— Uu  the  18th  inst.  we 
had  a  good  show  of  fish  on  our  trays,  principally  bream 
weighed  in  by  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Boots.  On  5YeJnes- 
day  evening  there  was  a  goou  attendance  of  members  t 
business  took  up  all  the  evening.  There  will  be  a 
special  meeting  on  Wednesday  next  to  elect  officers,  and 
arrange  a  match.  Members  not  receiving  a  notice  will 
please  accept  this.  Mr.  J.  King,  of  the  Woolwich,  was 
elected  a  working  member. — F.  1'aylob,  hon.  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. — A  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  l8th  inst.  F.  Newton 
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weighed-in  51b.  CJoz.  broim  and  a  few  dace;  G.  H. 
Wood  and  S.  Colo  a  few  nice  dace. — E.  Ghurnby,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Anglingf  Society,  Eed 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho.  —  On  the  ISth  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  two  returned  with  fish. 
The  following  weighed  in:  Mr.  G.  Fitzgerald  (roach), 
and  Mr.  G.  Bigsby  (roach).  I  hope  members  will  try 
and  bring  up  good  shows  of  fish  next  week.  I  should 
like  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members  next  week  as  there 
is  some  business  to  do. — G.  Bigsby,  sec. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  members 
weighed-in  on  the  18th  inst.  :  Mr.  G.  Holder,  51b.  l|oz. 
roach  and  gudgeon ;  Mr.  C.  Blackman,  roach  and  bream ; 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Herbert,  roach  and  rudd.  Others  had 
fish,  but  were  too  late  to  weigh-in.  On  Tuesday  last, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed,  Mr.  J.  Budd  in  the  chair,  only  one  can¬ 
didate  showed  np  for  balloting  instead  of  nine.  The 
return  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  district  was  adjourned  on 
account  of  the  delegate  meeting  at  the  Forester’s  Hall, 
only  a  few  being  present.  It  will  take  place  on  the  first 
Monday  in  July- — J.  H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Izaah  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
competed  for  five  special  prizes  on  the  18th  inst.  in  the 
Stort,  only  two  taking  the  required  weight,  Mr.  G. 
Eogers  was  first,  Mr.  J.  Poole  second.  There  are  five 
special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  July  2,  at  Amberley, 
between  the  Park  wall  and  Timberly  Bridge,  com¬ 
petitors  being  allowed  to  leave  London  on  tbe  Saturday 
previous  ;  fish  taken  on  the  2nd  only  to  weigh.  There 
are  ala  d  two  special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday, 
July  5,  competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own 
fishm?  waters.  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  weighed  in  bream  on 
the  18th  inst.  ;  Mr.  J.  McDermott,  roach  and  perch. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms,  Kensal- 
road.  — On  the  18th  inst.  we  had  a  very  fine  show  of  rudd 
by  Mr.  E.  Challen ;  341b.  of  roach  and  dace  by  Mr.  H. 
Sadgrove ;  (51b.  4|oz.  bream  and  tench  by  Mr.  H. 
Challen  ;  441b.  roach  by  Mr.  Moody  ;  2Ub.  roach,  tench, 
and  bream”  by  Messrs.  G.  and  J.  Scott ;  6Jlb.  bream  by 
Mr.  Gilder;  and  jack  by  Mr.  L.  Wright  (571b.  in  all). 
On  the  2-5th  inst.  we  fish  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Season 
Ticket.  On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a  very  fair  muster, 
when  two  new  members  were  proposed.— A.  Ide,  sec. 

Junior  Fly-fisliers,  70,  Houndsditch,  E.C. — Mr. 

J.  P.  Connellan  (vice-president),  in  the  chair.  Minutes 
of  previous  mi  etings  were  read  and  confirmed.  There 
was  considerable  discussion  on  a  matter  of  importance 
to  the  society.  It  was  with  much  regret  we  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  refuse  the  kind  offer  of  5000  three  months 
old  trout  for  great  and  important  reasons.  Dr.  Brun- 
ton  personally  returned  thanks  oh  his  election  as  vice- 
president  of  the  Junior  Fly-fishers,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks  related  some  interesting  and  pleasing 
experiences.  The  low  and  bad  state  of  the  rivers  gene¬ 
rally  are  responsible  for  our  fortnightly  outing  being 
postponed  till  the  following  week.  Members  will  please 
note  and  attend  on  Thursday  next  to  arrange  for  an 
outing  — Bon.  Sec. 

Kelso  Angling  Association. — The  usual  summer 
competition  of  tLis  association  took  place  on  Saturday 
last,  on  the  open  waters  of  the  Tweed,  Teviot,  and  their 
tributaries.  Sixteen  competitors  entered  the  list,  and 
of  these  twdve  turned  up  a"-,  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  the 
club’s  headquarters,  at  the  weighing  hour,  seven  o’clock. 
Of  the  remainder,  two  did  not  compete,  and  two  returned 
home  with  “  clean  ”  creels.  The  trout  caught  were  all 
tvken  with  worm  or  minnow,  and  nearly  all  were 
killed  early  in  the  morning,  although  a  stray  fish  was 
got  now  and  again  during  the  forenoon.  The  hours  of 
competition  were  from  5  a.m.  till  4  p.m.,  and  all  trout 
under  6in.  were  excluded.  The  prizes  in  this  competi¬ 
tion  were :  The  Hendersyde  rod,  presented  by  Sir 
Eicbaid  Waldie-Griffith,  Bart.,  of  Henderside  Ppk ; 
pair  of  wading  stockings,  presented  by  Mr.  May,  Liver¬ 
pool  ;  sporting  knife,  presented  by  Mr.  Kelso  ;  pipe  and 
case,  piesented  by  Mr.  Lane,  tobacconist,  Kelso  ;  half- 
dozen  salmon-flies,  presented  by  Mr.  A.  Steel,  Kelso  ; 
fishing  tackle,  presented  by  a  member  :  sporting  knife  ; 
two  dozen  trout  files,  presented  by  Mr.  John  Robertson, 
White  Swan  Hotel,  Kelso.  The  successful  competitors 
have  their  choice  of  the  prizes  in  rotation  according  to 
the  weight  of  their  baskets,  beginning  with  the 
heaviest.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  prize- 
takers,  giving  the  weights  and  rivers  where  killed  : 
First,  Anthony  McCutcheon  (Tweed),  41b.  ;  second, 
James  Kerr  (Kale),  31b.  12oz.  ;  third,  William  Chisholm, 
Morebattle  (Kale),  21b.  ]2oz. ;  fouith,  William  Lamb 
(Tweed),  2.b.  6oz. ;  fifth,  Eichard  Ormiston  (Tweed), 
21b.  54oz.  ;  sixth,  Robert  Aflleck,  Heiton  (Teviot), 
21b.  3ioz.  ;  seventh,  James  Campbell,  Edinburgh 
(Tweed),  21b.  3oz.  ;  eighth,  Thomas  Thompson  (Teviot), 
lib.  12oz.  After  the  weighing  had  been  successfully 
performed  by  the  secretary  (Mr.  N.  I.  Mills),  it  was 
intimated  to  the  members  that  the  usual  meeting  for 
the  presentation  of  prizes  would  be  held  on  Monday 
evening  first,  at  8  o’clock,  in  the  club-room.  White  Swan 
Hotel. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  The  Metropolitan, 
Winchester-street.— On  the  18th  inst.  several  members 
fished  at  Amberley  for  two  prizes,  the  first  prize  being 
taken  by  Mr.  Nelson,  second  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Watling, 
Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Griffiths,  Mr.  Moffatt,  and  Mr.  Mare 
also  having  fish.  Our  return  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L. 
will  take  place  on  Monday  next,  when  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster.  Mr.  H.  Barnes  was  unanimously  elected 
a  working  member.  Mr.  W.  Saunders  and  Mr.  Hitchin 
were  proposed  for  membership  ;  Mr.  Griegs  and  Mr. 
Beesley  were  also  made  honorary  members.  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster  of  members  on  Wednesday  next,  that 
being  the  last  meeting  night  previous  to  our  annual 
supper.— W.  Watling,  sec. 


Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — Our  last 
week’s  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  arrangements 
were  completed  for  the  contest  with  the  St.  Helen’s 
Association  on  the  22nd.  The  opening  club  outing  was 
fixed  for  July  (5,  to  a  well-known  and  favourite  Cheshire 
mere,  for  which  there  will  be  three  prizes.  The 
reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae  is  some  10ft.  or  12ft.  below  its 
ordinary  level  and  very  clear,  and  to  take  trout  you 
must  fish  “  fine  and  far  off.” — E.  Wooleall. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Apple,  Car- 
lisle-street,  Edgwart-ruad. — Most  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  18th  inst.,  and  the  following  weighed-in. 
Mr.  Winsley,  roach  ;  Mr.  Slade,  roach  ;  Wilder,  tench  ; 
Pearce  and  Melbourne,  rudd. — J.  Melbourne,  sec. 

Midland  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
King’s-road,  St.  Pancras,  N.W.— We  had  a  very  good 
show  of  fish  on  the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  Grist  having 
a  nice  lot  of  rudd,  weighing  181b. ;  W.  Mogg  and  H. 
Cochrane  also  had  some  nice  bream  and  roach. — T. 
King. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s-walk. — Several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  the  18th  inst.,  but  did  not  take  any  fish  up  to  our 
standard.  Messrs.  Feakes  and  Fay  were  more  successful 
on  Saturday,  fishing  in  private  water,  and  bad  some 
good  fish.  Three  new  members  joined  us  on  Tuesday, 
and  two  more  promised  for  next  week.  Our  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  about  July  11.  I  hope  members 
will  show  up  on  Tuesday  to  finally  settle  same. — Jno. 
Comber,  sec. 

Mitre  Brothers’  Angling  Society,  Mitre 
Tavern,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — We  had  a  good 
meeting  on  Monday  the  19th,  Mr.  Sdlman  being  elected 
chairman.  We  hope  ail  members  will  be  present  next 
Monday  to  settle  about  prizes  to  be  fished  for  the 
ensuing  season. — A.  Toplis,  sec. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  143, 
Green-street- — June  14  was  our  first  meeting  of  the 
opening  season;  our  members  showed  up  in  splendid 
style ;  we  made  two  new  members,  and  have  two  more 
to  make  next  meeting  night.  Our  members  were  out  on 
the  18th,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  W. 
Moye,  G.  Taylor,  H.  Hart,  G.  Daycock,  jun.,  A.  Lewis, 
C.  Lamb,  jun.,  and  W.  Drawbridge.  Our  first  match 
this  season  will  be  on  J une  25  — A.  Lewis,  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society.— The  first 
competition  on  the  18th  inst.  was  fairly  successful, 
despite  the  very  hot  day,  the  first  prize  being  taken  by 
Mr.  G.  Iruden  ;  the  second  by  Mr.  G.  Palmer,  and  the 
third  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Davies.  The  fourth  and  honorary 
members  prizes  were  not  taken,  so  will  be  disposed  of 
at  the  next  meeting. — T.  Daws,  sec. 

North  Loudon  Angling  Club,  Tap  House,  Hollo- 
way-road,  N. — On  the  18th  inst.,  several  of  the  members 
of  the  above  fished  in  the  new  water  of  the  Central 
Association  at  Amberley.  The  following  weighed-in  : 
Mr.  H.  Stretch,  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  with  bream,  131b.  14oz. 
The  heaviest  of  Mr.  W.  Stretch’s  weighing  31b.  8ioz. 
On  the  18th  inst.,  several  members  will  compete  in  the 
Clerkenwell  competition,  when  I  hope  to  announce  some 
good  takes.— H.  Stretch,  hon.  sec. 

Park  Angling*  Society. — On  the  20th  inst.  the  first 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above 
club  took  place,  and  was  a  pronounced  success.  Mr. 
Finch,  the  host,  provided  an  excellent  repast.  Mr.  J. 
Harrison  was  in  the  chair.  The  usual  toasts  were  given 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  C.  Roberts,  Mr.  J.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Wood,  and  Mr.  F.  Grey  for  visitors.  During  the 
evening  a  presentation  of  a  roach  rod  to  Mr.  C.  Roberts, 
the  president,  for  valuable  services  rendered  to  the 
society  since  its  formation.  The  secretary,  Mr.  W. 
Skeggs,  called  the  list  of  prizes  over  for  the  season, 
which  are  very  numerous  for  this  small  but  promising 
society.  .  „  .  ,  „  . 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham. — The  majority  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  18th  for  the  first  match  of  the 
season  at  Amberley  ;  the  following  members  weighing- 
in  :  Mr.  Gardham  (first),  with  bream,  41b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr. 
Brancher  (second),  with  bream,  31b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Gibbs 
and  Mr.  Stidolph  (tie),  with  roach  and  bream,  21b.  9oz.  ; 
and  Mr.  Steadman  (fifth),  with  roach  and  bream, 
lib.  9jOz.  Tbe  sixth  prize  is  open  to  be  fished  where 
you  like.  Mr.  Etherington’s  prize  will  be  fished  for 
during  July.  Mr.  Gibbs  was  elected  delegate  to  the 
Anglers’  Association,  Mr.  Tozer  and  Mr.  Etherington 
auditors.  Will  members  kindly  show  up,  as  the  revised 
rules  are  printed,  in  which  there  are  important  altera- 
tions.  There  are  a  few  more  privilege  tickets  left, 
which  I  should  like  to  see  taken  up.  Gentlemen  wishing 
to  join  a  flourishing  angling  society  may  have  full 
particulars. — W.  E.  Gardham,  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— Our  annual  bralce  outing  was  a  very 
enjoyable  affair.  Mr.  John  Carr  won  the  first  prize, 
the  other  two  (not  taken)  are  postponed  till  the  25th 
inst.  All  phase  show  up  on  Tuesday  to  decide  the 
same.  Mr.  Tregold  was  elected  an  honorary  member  ; 
Mr.  Cook  was  pronosed  as  a  working  member.  Our  now 
rules  are  home,  also  several  privilege  tickets  (both 
associations)  are  waiting  to  be  claimed.  Next  Tuesday 
will  be  quarterly  night. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.— Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  next  meeting  night,  to  arrange  prize  list 
for  coming  season.  Several  members  weighed-in  on  the 
18th  inst.  Mr.  H.  Mitchell  won  the  prize  given  by 
H.  Haines  with  81b.  12ioz.  chub,  two  fish  just  Ruder 
31b.  each  ;  Mr.  Wrigglesworth  very  close  up,  with  81b. 
of  chub,  largest  fish  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  fitting,  Mr. 
Martin,  and  Mr.  Line  weighed-in  fair  shows  of  roach.— 
E.  Pyne,  sec. 


Pontefract  Piscatorial  Society,  Pontefract 
Castle,  Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  W. — Tbe  society 
has  rented  the  Horton  Fishery,  between  Colnbrook  and 
Staines,  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  already  a  good 
number  of  the  members  have  been  out,  though  condi¬ 
tions  have  been  antagonistic  to  successful  fishing.  It 
is  anticipated,  however,  that  later  in  the  season  the 
water,  which  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  will  yield 
good  sport.  From  Horton,  Messrs.  Goldsworthy  and 
Hawkins  had  several  pounds  of  dace ;  while  at  Hert¬ 
ford,  on  Wednesday,  the  former  member  had,  among 
others,  a  15oz.  grayling  and  a  9oz.  dace.  Important 
business  will  be  transacted  at  the  half-yearly  meeting 
on  Wednesday,  July  6,  when  hon.  and  effective  members 
alike  are  urgently  requested  to  attend. — A.  S.,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington. — Several  of  our  members 
where  out  on  the  18th ;  but  only  two  had  anything 
worthy  of  note — Mr.  Peters,  a  nice  specimen  tench, 
11b.  4ioz. ;  Mr.  Coultbard,  21b.  4oz.  of  roach,  from  the 
Welsh  Harp.  I  hope  members  will  attend  next  week 
and  receive  their  privilege  and  Anglers’  Benevolent 
tickets.  July  5  will  be  quarterly  night.  Another  new 
member  was  proposed,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next 
meeting  night. — J.  Harris,  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Several  of  our 
members  started  the  season  on  the  18th  inst.,  but  the 
takes  registered  were  very  moderate,  mainly  on  account 
of  the  state  of  the  water.  At  a  special  meeting  on 
Monday  it  was  resolved  that  for  the  future  every 
member  must  hook  and  kill  his  own  fish  to  render  them 
eligible  to  be  weighed-in.  After  a  statement  of 
accounts  was  given,  the  question  of  an  outing  was 
mooted,  but  it  was  postponed  till  quarterly  night, 
July  5. — W.  B. 

Bodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.  —  Our  first 
monthly  outing  takes  place  on  the  25th,  at  A.mberley. 
Train  leaves  London  Bridge  6  55  a.m.,  when  1  hope  to 
see  all  members.  The  following  members  weighed  in 
some  very  nice  shows  of  fish  on  the  18th :  Messrs. 

F.  Lamberton,  bream  ;  W.  Lamberton,  bream  and  dace  ; 

J.  Wigley,  bream;  J.  Davis,  barbel  and  dace;  F.  T. 
Lamberton,  barbel.  I  am  very  pleased  to  inform  members 
that  Messrs.  G.  Sharman  and  J.  Wigley  have  presented 
the  club  with  the  new  banner.  I  beg  to  inform  members 
that  we  were  presented  with  a  very  nice  prize  by  our 
host  Mr.  J.  W.  (Zlrisp  from  an  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  S.  J. 
Gores.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget  the  special 
meeting  next  VVe  inesday.— F.  T.  Lamberton,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.  —  On  the  18th  inst.  the 
following  members  weighed-in:  Mr.  Holden,  roach; 
Mr.  Harris,  roach ;  Mr.  Webber,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Shaw, 
jun.,  chub.  Last  Wednesday  we  balloted  for  and 
unanimously  elected  four  gentlemen  as  working 
members,  and  had  several  other  proposals.  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  Western  District  will  take  place  at 
above  address  on  Wednesday,  July  5,  when  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  welcome  members  of  any  angling^  club.  I 
hope  to  see  our  own  members  turn  up  in  full  force  that 
evening. — W.  E.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E  — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  18th  inst.,  but  owing  to  the  brightness  of 
the  water  the  shows  were  not  very  large.  The  following 
members  weighed-in: — Messrs.  J.  Yeo,  W.  Smith,  G, 
Yeo,  J.  Stanley  Jones,  and  M.  Day  (all  roach). 
Members  who  have  not  yet  taken  up  their  privilege 
tickets  will  kindly  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  On 
Tuesday  we  had  a  good  attendance,  and  a  great  deal  of 
importance  was  transacted.  Host  Roberts  gave  prizes 
to  the  amount  of  36s.  for  competition.  A.  Barclay, 
sec. 

St.  George’s  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales, 
St.  George’s-road,  Peckham.— All  our  members  were  out 
on  the  18th  inst.,  and  had  some  good  bream,  roach,  and 
dace.  Mr.  Lang  was  first  with  151b.  of  bream,  roach, 
and  dace ;  Mr.  Eegardsoe  second,  with  71b.  5oz.  of 
bream.  Other  members  had  good  takes,  but  were  too 
late  to  weigh-in.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  an 
angling  society  could  not  do  better  than  join  our 
society  ;  Is.  entrance  fee,  2d.  per  week. 

St.  John’s  Angeling  Society.— Only  one  of  our 
members  returned  with  fish  on  the  18tn,  but  he  (Mr. 
Warren)  had  a  nice  show  of  chub  and  dace  (12lb.),  all 
taken  with  the  May-fly  and  White  Moth.  I  hope  to  have 
a  better  report  next  week.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  next  meeting  at  nine  o’clock  sharp,  as  there  are 
two  new  members  to  ballot  for. — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society,  Waterman’s  Arms, 
Paris-street,  Lambetu,  8. E.— Several  members  were  out 
on  the  18th,  but,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  rivers, 
their  takes  were  very  small.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Pixie 
Brothers  and  Original  North  Lambeth  for  the  generous 
way  they  respouded  to  Mr,  A.  lienvoize  s  benefit, 
those  clubs  that  have  got  books  kindly  return  them  (if 
not  sold),  as  we  are  waiting  to  make  a  settlement. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambetfi. — We  had  a  fairly  successful 
day  at  Amberley  on  the  18th.  Mr.  J.  Wright  was  first 
in  the  competition;  H.  R.  R.  Wright,  second;  J.  T. 
Wright,  third.  The  auditors  went  through  the  books 
and  found  them  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  The 
gentleman  proposed  last  meeting  night  was  duly  elected 
a  member.  We  fiad  a  fairly  good  muster  of  members 
on  the  21st.  They  think  of  giving  the  Central  Associa¬ 
tion  water  at  Amberley  another  trial  on  the  25th.  J . 
Wright,  sec.  ^  , 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill-road,  Stoke 
Newington.— At  our  weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday  we 
had  a  good  muster,  and  several  members  offered  some 
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good  prizes  for  the  forthcoming  season.  We  made  two 
new  members.  We  started  well  on  the  18th,  several 
members  being  out.  but  only  two  weighed-in,  Mr.  J. 
Edwards,  with  ll-Jlb.  good  roach,  and  Mr.  C.  Lilburg, 
with  rudd,  perch,  and  tench,  the  latter  are  fish  going 
21b.  14oz.  The  destination  of  our  first  outing  will  be 
settled  next  week,  when  I  hope  to  see  some  of  our 
absent  members  show  up. — J.  Laming,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. — On  the  18th  inst.  all  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  Messrs.  Smales,  Duckworth, 
and  Mengles  weighed-in,  roach  and  dace,  bream  and 
dace,  Mr.  Mengles’  largest  dace  weighing  8oz.  On 
Tuesday  last  we.had  a  very  good  meeting,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  gentlemen  were  elected : —  Messrs.  Hicks, 
Buttock,  Yeale,  Napper,  Longlands,  and  King.  The 
committee  are  requested  to  meet  here  on  Tuesday  next, 
at  8.30. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brotbers  Angling  Society,  Hope, 
Pollard-row,  E. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
the  18th,  and  for  the  first  day’s  outing  Mr.  Hooper 
showed  his  form  with  121b.  of  bream,  heaviest  31b.  ;  R. 
Spencoley  fine  show  of  roach ;  Mr.  Norris  a  fine  carp  ; 
Mr.  Hooper  a  splendid  dace. — T.  Satce,  sec. 

Society  of  Caxton  Anglers.— At  the  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above  society, 
held  at  the  Falcon  Hotel  on  the  15th  inst.,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  amongst  the  number  who  figured  in  the 
prize  list  for  the  season  1892-93 :  Mr.  W.  H.  Cate,  first 
prize  for  roach,  value  3s. ;  first  and  second  prizes  foi 
dace,  value  £l  Is.  and  lOs.  6d.  ;  and  ties  with  Mr.  W.  Cati 
for  the  barbel  prizes,  and  with  Mr.  Fred.  Plummer  foi 
the  club  cup.  Mr.  A.  J.  Parker,  first  and  second  prizei 
for  tench,  value  ,£1  Is.  and  lOs.  fid.  ;  first  prize  in  th( 
second  roach  competition,  value  ,£3  3s.  ;  third  prize  ii 
club  cup  competition,  value  .£1  Is.  ;  second  prize  foi 
chub,  value  10s.  fid.  ;  and  ties  with  Mr.  A.  Brooks  foi 
second  jack  prize.  Mr.  G.  D.  Deuchar  wins  first  priz! 
for  jack,  value  .£3  33. ;  first  prize  for  perch,  valu< 
,£1  Is. ;  second  prize  for  roach,  value  ,£1  Is.  Mr.  W 
Cate,  first  and  second  prizes  for  bream,  value  ^61  Is.  anc 
10s.  fid.  ;  trout  prize,  .£1  10s.  fid.  ;  second  prize  in  the 
second  roach  competition,  value  ^£2  23.,  and  ties  with 
Mr.  W.  H.  Cate  for  barbel  prizes.  Mr.  F.  Plummer  ties 
with  Mr.  W.  H.  Cate  for  the  club  cup.  Mr.  Pettipierre 
wins  third  prize  in  second  roach  competition,  value 
^1  Is.  Mr.  Richard  wins  first  prize  for  chub,  value 
^1  Is.  Mr.  A.  Brooks  ties  with  Mr.  Parker  for  seconei 
prize  for  jack,  value  10s.  fid. 

South,  liondon  Angling  Society,  George  anc 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — On  the  18th  inst.  Mr, 
Dartnall  was  first  with  91b,  fioz.  bream,  and  Mr.  Hailey 
second  with  roach.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Boorman  alone 
had  fish,  taking  the  first  prize.  The  prizes  not  taken 
stand  over  for  the  present.— J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.  —  The 
next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Anglers’  Pride 
Angling  Society,  Princess  of  Wales,  South-street,  Wal¬ 
worth,  on  Monday,  the  20th  inst.  As  this  society  has 
the  reputation  of  being  the  best  visiting  society  on  the 
list,  I  trust  the  other  societies  will  return  the  compli¬ 
ment,  and  give  them  a  bumper. — A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — We  had  a  fine  show  of  fish  on  the  18th 
inst.,  one  member  having  a  fine  show  of  rudd.  Mr. 
Willshere,  rudd ;  Mr.  Chamberlin,  bream  ;  Mr.  Morrish, 
bream;  Mr.  Ruston,  bream;  Mr.  Ehrene,  bream;  Mr. 
Freimh,  bream  ;  Mr.  Bramley,  roach  ;  Mr.  Hornblower, 
roach.  We  have  made  three  new  members,  and  have 
room  for  more. — G.  Marrows,  sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  18th  inst.,  and  had  fair  takes  of  fish, 
VIZ.,  Mr.  F.  C.  Gerrard,  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Walden, 
specimen  bream ;  Mr.  Hare,  specimen  tench  and  show 

V  Anstead,  Comley,  and  Gibbs,  shows 

of  bream.  Tuesday  next  (27th)  arrangements  will  be 
m^e  for  our  first  outing  for  club  prizes.— H.  Reaves. 

Tadcaster  Angling  and  Preservation  Associa¬ 
tion.  The  twice  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  this 
society  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  when  it 
was  resolved  that  the  prizes  for  specimen  fish  be  given 
the  same  as  last  year,  under  rule  19.  Mr.  J.  Morrison 
offered  a  prize  of  10s.  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  speci¬ 
men  fish  caught  during  the  year.  Mr.  F.  Wright  and 
James  Cowap  were  reappointed  auditors.  Another  new 
member  was  admitted.  It  was  arranged  to  fish  a 
prehminary  match  at  Owston  on  July  1.  The  secretary 
reported  that  on  Thursday  last  he  received  the 
wmaiiMer  of  the  consignment  of  fish  from  the  Burghley 
Park  Fishery,  which  were  put  into  the  river  the  same 
day,  in  very  good  condition.  It  was  also  reported  that 
the  perch  put  into  the  river  on  May  9  had  been  seen  in 
various  parts  of  the  river,  and  seemed  to  be  in  first-class 
condition,  and  (juite  at  home. 

Tower  Hamlets  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Three 
Compasses,  Sidney  -  street,  Mile  End.  —  On  Tuesday 
evening  last  there  was  a  good  attendance,  nineteen 
members  have  been  elected,  and  six  more  are  waiting 
to  be  elected.  Our  meeting  nights  are  every  Tuesday 
evening,  and  any  members  who  may  care  to  visit  us, 
wiJl  be  made  thoroughly  welcome.  Mr.  Dyne,  who  was 
fishing  with  J.  Keene,  at  Staines,  on  Tuesday,  returned 
with  a  fair  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Mr  Foy 
had  a  good  take  of  roach  and  dace  from  the  Greta 
ne«  Cambridge.— Small  Hook,  hon.  sec. 

United  BrotKers  AngHng  Society,  Deptford.— 
Several  members  of  the  above  fished  their  first  mate’ 
this  scMon,  on  the  18th  inst.,  at  Wateringbury  ■  all  th 
prizes  being  taken.  Mr.  H.  Collings,  first ;  H.  Treamc 

Hayden,  fourth.  B 
lyler,  W.  Morsley,  and  C.  Wilderspin  weighed-in.  Th 
largest  fish  taken  in  the  match  was  a  roach  of  lib.,  take: 


by  H.  Collings.  The  next  match  will  take  place  on 
July  2,  likewise  our  annual  cold  spread. — H.  Tyler. 

^  Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — We  fished  at  Wateringbury  on  the 
18th  inst.,  for  five  prizes,  with  the  following  result: 
Mr.  Clegg,  1st ;  Mr.  Dawson,  2nd  :  Mr.  Betts,  3rd  ;  Mr. 
Dawson  also  took  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish,  but 
being  his  own  prize  he  could  not  take  it,  he  had  the 
second  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish.  Mr.  Clegg  and  Mr. 
Betts  tied  for  the  second  heaviest  fish  and  Mr.  Dawson’s 
prize.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  20th,  Mr.  Hobbs 
Livett  balloted  for  and  elected.  Mr.  Demyer  was  pre¬ 
sent  ;  he  gave  us  .£1  for  a  match  in  August. — H.  C. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s-park.  —  On  June  18, 
Messrs.  Good  and  Clarkson  .saved  the  club  from  a  blank. 
Mr.  Good  had  a  good  show,  71b.  8oz.,  principally  roach. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul's  Tavern,  Wal¬ 
worth,  S.E. — On  Wednesday  last,  it  was  decided  that 
we  have  our  convivial  supper  on  Tuesday  evening,  June 
27,  but  we  decided  without  our  host,  and  he  informed 
me  that  the  room  is  engaged  for  that  evening,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  to  postpone  the  supper  till  Tuesday, 
July  4.  I  hope  the  Pixie  Brothers  will  take  this  inti¬ 
mation,  and  will  meet  with  their  approval.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday,  July  12,  will  be  the  date  of  our  first  match  of 
the  season.  Mr.  Lees  had  splendid  show  of  fish  on 
Wednesday.— C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — A  large  number  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  opening,  and  some  were  re¬ 
warded  with  good  shows  of  fish.  Messrs.  Haines  and 
Pritchard,  tray  of  rudd  each  ;  Mr.  Kirk  a  fine  barbel, 
51b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Newbury  a  splendid  lot  of  barbel  and 
chub,  and  Messrs.  Turnbull,  Croc'ger,  Field,  Wyer,  and 
others  also  weighed  in.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Kirk 
was  duly  elected  a  member,  and  several  others  pro¬ 
posed.  A  special  meeting  has  been  called  for  Wednes¬ 
day  next  to  consider  the  rule  respecting  subscriptions. 
Also  that  the  place  for  our  match  for  three  prizes  will 
be  selected  on  that  night. — Charles  Wyer,  sec. 

'Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworker’s  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.  —  Members  will 
please  take  notice  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  will 
take  place  on  .Tune  29.  All  members  to  pay  in  their 
prizes  on  or  before  that  date.  No  member  to  take  a 
prize  that  is  not  deer  on  the  books. — W.  M.,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  Grove,  Stratford. — In  our  match  at  Burnt 
Mill  only  two  prizes  were  taken — Mr.  Wilmott,  first, 
with  perch,  and  Mr.  E  Smith  second,  with  roach.  Mr. 
Mr.  E.  Parga  had  lib,  7Joz.  of  roach,  but  was  not  in  the 
match. — R.  Lowther,  sec. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-street,  Westminster. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  18th.  Mr.  Westlake  weighed-in  some 
nice  chub,  largest  fish  31b.  ;  Messrs.  Pope,  Bean,  Bailey, 
Roser,  and  Dewin  also  weighed-in  some  good  takes  of 
chub,  bream,  perch,  and  roach.  At  the  delegates’ 
meeting  held  at  Foresters’  Hall  on  Monday  even¬ 
ing,  our  members  gave  confirmatory  evidence  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  charge  against  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Horseferry Angling  Society,  and  which  they  consequently 
declined  to  withdraw.  At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  last 
Tuesday  evening  the  following  officers  were  elected  ; 
Chairman,  Mr.  Atchison,  sen. ;  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
Westlake  ;  secretary,  Mr.  Eccarino;  treasurer,  Mr. 
Parsons.  It  was  also  arranged  that  we  should  fish  our 
first  match  this  season  at  Edenbridge  on  July  1 ;  one 
rod  only  to  be  used,  and  all  competitors  to  go  down  hy 
the  same  train  from  Victoria  ;  time  to  be  stated  later 
on.  Votes  of  thanks  brought  a  pleasant  evening  to  a 
close.— Geo.  Barrett. 


A  Good  Trout  Season  at  Reading.- Mr.  Fredk. 
Brown,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Association,  writes  that  his  committee  “are 
desirous  of  compiling  yearly  a  list  of  the  trout  caught 
in  the  district  under  their  protection.  Up  to  the  present 
I  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  capture  of  many 
fish  during  the  present  season,  but  being  sure  the  record 
is  by  no  means  complete,  I  hope  any  of  your  readers  who 
have  caught  trout  this  season  in  the  district— from 
Goring  to  Shiplake— will  kindly  favour  me  with  particu¬ 
lars  of  same  as  soon  as  possible.  The  success  of  our 
work  in  the  direction  of  stocking  operations  is  proved 
hy  the  great  number  of  trout  under  the  legal  size— 16in. 
in  length— which  have  been  taken  and  returned  to  the 
water,  and  even  still  more  hy  the  immense  number  of 
yearling  and  two-year-old  trout  (evidently  bred  in  the 
district)  which  are  to  be  seen  on  the  shallows.’’  It  is 
remarkable  that  none  of  the  numerous  very  large  trout 
which  have  been  “  marked  down  ’’  this  season  at  Reading 
have  come  to  the  net.  Probably  some  of  them  will  fall  f  o 
the  barbel-fishers.  All  kinds  of  fish  appear  to  be  plentiful 
in  this  well-stocked  and  protected  section  of  the  river, 
and  especially  so  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
town.  One  gentleman,  fishing  with  “rush,”  the  other 
day,  landed  no  less  than  nine  undersized  trout  in  a  few 
hours,  at  one  spot,  all  duly  returned. 


Holloways  Pslls. —  Weary  of  Life. — Derangement  of  the  liver  is 
one  of  the  most  efficient  causes  of  dangerous  diseases  and  the 
most  prolific  of  those  melancholy  forebodings  which  are  worse 
than  death  itself.  A  few  doses  of  these  noted  Pills  act  magically 
in  dispelling  low  spirits  and  repelling  the  eovert  attacks  made  on 
the  nerves  by  excessive  heat,  impure  atmospheres,  over-indulgence 
or  exhausting  excitement.  The  most  shattered  constitution  may 
derive  benefit  from  Holloway’s  Pills,  which  will  regulate  dis¬ 
ordered  action,  brace  the  nerves,  increase  the  energy  of  the 
intellectual  faculties,  and  revive  the  failing  memory.  By 
attentively  studying  the  instructions  for  taking  these  Pills,  and 
obeaieutly  putting  them  in  practice,  the  most  despondent  will 
soon  feel  confident  of  a  perfect  recovery. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 


I®"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing- 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  Higli  'Water  in  tKe  Thames. 

To  find  tbe  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
the  following  places,  to  tbe  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

^30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  w5  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add's  45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add-sfiO  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/  smith.  I  ham. 

'50  „  ,,  Barnes.  '85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  np-streara  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  June  24 

.  10.12  . 

.  10.42 

Sunday,  ,, 

25 

.  11.11  . 

Monday,  ,, 

2(5 

.  .  . 

.  0.  7 

Tuesday,  „ 

Wednesday,  ,, 

27 

.  0.32  . 

.  0.54 

28 

.  1.15  . 

.  1.36 

Thursday,  ,, 

29 

. .  1.56  . 

.  2.15 

Friday,  ,, 

3(1 

.  2.23  . 

.  2.51 

High  Water  at 

Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Satur(3ay,  June  24  . 

.  10.52  . 

.  11.22 

Sunday,  „ 

25  . 

.  11.51  . 

— 

Monday,  „ 

2(5 

.  0.20  . 

.  0.47 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pnlborongh  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.  —  I  have 
frequently,  in  my  remarks  on  private  fishing,  urged 
upon  the  anglers  to  be  careful  in  not  leaving  gates 
open,  and  otherwise  damaging  the  property,  as  being 
calculated  to  put  a  compete  stoppage  to  permission 
being  given.  During  my  recent  visit  into  Lincolnshire 
my  attention  was  called  to  the  following:  “Notice  to 
anglers. — Owing  to  so  many  complaints  as  to  damage 
done  to  hedges,  and  gates  left  open.  Sir  John  Henry 
Thorold,  Bart,  finds  he  is  obliged  to  withdraw  all  leave 
for  fishing  in  that  part  of  the  River  Witham  flowing 
through  his  estate.  No  fishing  tickets  will  therefore  be 
issued  this  year.  The  Estate  Office,  Syston  Park, 
June,  1893.”  It  is  probable  this  evil  has  been  done 
by  the  few,  and  with  the  result,  which  is  a  source  of 
regret  to  the  anglers  of  Grantham,  the  angling  there 
has  been  completely  stopped.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley, 
too  late  for  publication,  in  which  he  referred  to  the 
capture  of  another  trout,  making  his  fifth  this  season. 
He  thus  described  the  fish:  “I  got  another  trout  last 
night  at  the  Tumbling  Bay,  Shepperton,  a  fine  grown 
31b.  fish,  brilliant  yellow,  with  red  spots.  Don’t  know 
where  he  comes  from ;  not  a  Thames  fish  at  all.  These 
yellow  fish  give  wonderful  play,  and  before  this  year 
had  not  taken  one  of  this  colour  ;  this  year  have  had  a 
brace  of  them.”  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week  I 
reported  a  trout  of  2Jlb.,  taken  by  Mr.  James  Clapp  in 
the  neighbourhood  also  of  Shepperton.  It  was  there 
described  as  not  a  Thames  trout.  It  had  a  greenish 
back,  with  yellow  down  the  belly,  and  red  spots  down 
the  side.  It  would  almost  appear  this  fish  was  of  the 
same  species  as  the  two  taken  by  Mr.  Wheeley.  I  have 
received  this  week  .£1  8s.  from  the  collecting  box  [of 
the  Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Club.  There 
is  also  <£1  Is.  8d.  forthcoming  fromtue  Serapis  Angling 
Society,  and  I  have  to  open  the  collecting  box  of  the 
Clapham  Junction  Angling  Club  on  Thursday  night. 
The  London  angling  clubs  are  moving  in  the  right 
direction,  and  I  am  very  glad  of  it. — B. 

Upper  Thames.— Thursday  Evening. — The  long- 
continued  drought  has  an  evil  effect  on  the  river  as  well 
as  on  the  land,  and,  as  I  write,  the  reaches  of  the  Upper 
Thames  are  sadly  in  need  of  a  refreshing  washing  out. 
Since  the  opening  of  the  season  on  the  Ifith  nit.  I  have 
heard  of  very  little  success  amid  the  small  fry — indeed, 
few  punts  seem  to  have  been  out,  and  bank  anglers  have 
only  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  I  am  more  than 
pleased  to  note  that  “the  poetry  of  fishing,” viz.,  fly 
work,  is  on  the  increase,  one  gentleman  yesterday  in  the 
Marlow  district  bagging  some  301b.  of  chub  in  this 
pretty  fashion.  Weather  dry  and  hot,  the  river  stale 
and  bright,  and  angling  consequently  none  too  successful. 
— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey).— Mr.  Hiscock,  of  Hounslow, 
and  friend,  fishing  with  John  Ponlter,  in  one  day  got 
six  bream,' five  chub,  a  jack  of  41b.,  and  four  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace ;  and  another  day  Mr.  C.  Wastell,  with 
the  same  fisherman,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — John  Smith,  in  one 
day,  eighteen  barbel  and  seven  chub,  and  William  Mil- 
bourne,  in  one  day,  five  jack  from  31b.  to  41b.  each.  There 
has  not  been  much  doing  as  the  water  is  very  low  and 
br^ht. 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Knight,  a  jack  of  41b., 
one  barbel,  and  a  tew  chub  ;  John  Johnson,  three  barbel, 
two  brace  of  jack,  and  a  few  roach  and  dace  ;  N.  Bolton 
one  barbel  and  a  few  roach  and  dace  ;  from  the  banks. 


June  24,  1893]  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

SEASIDE— TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  and  FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
^  TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  CROMER,  Southend-on-Sea, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixtowe,  Aldehurgh,  South- 
wold,  and  Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  Trains  from  LONDON  (Liverpool-street),  also 
from  G.E.  SUBURBAN  STATIONS  and  New  Cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.)  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  These  Cheap  Tickets  arc  issued  from  ST.  PANCRAS  (Midland)  and 
KENTISH  TOWN  to  HUNSTANTON,  YARMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  and  CROMER. 

CHEAP  DAT  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE.  Ac. 

SOtTTHEND-ON-SEA  and  Back,  2s.  Cd..  DAIRY  hv  Through  FAST  TRAINS  from 
LIVERPOOL-STREET  and  FENCHURCH-STREET.  Cheap  Tickets  also  issued  at  METRO¬ 
POLITAN  LINE  STATIONS,  via  Bishopsgate. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH  and  Back,  4s.  From  Liverpool-street,  on 
Sundays  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  8.25  a.m. 

BROXBOITRINrE  and  RYE  HOUSE,  Is.  6d.,  DAILY  from  Liyerpool-street,  Ac.,  and 
on  Wefik-days  only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.C.),  King’s  Cross  (Met),  Gospel  Oak,  Ac. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

London,  June,  1893.  WM.  BIRT,  General  Manager. 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS! 
ANGLERS ! 

TRY  THE 


“AQUARIUM”  BAIT 


FOR  ROACH,  DACE, 
CARP.  AND  OTHER 
BOTTOM  FISH. 


Mr.  Thomas  Kimberley,  well  known  in  Birmingham  and  the  Midlands  as  an  expert  angler  of 
over  thirty  years’  experience,  says: — “  I  have  much  pleasure  in  letting  you  know  that  I  have  succeeded 
in  winning  First  Prize  in  the  West  Birmingham  F  shing  Club,  and  the  Special  Prize  offered  for  the 
largest  Roach  taken  in  the  same  contest.  These  fish  were  caught  with  your 

in  Harborne  Reservoir.  I  have  also  won  First  Prize  in  the  Brothers-Well-Met  Annual 
Contest,  fished  at  Femhill  Heath,  near  Worcester — also  with  the  “Aquarium”  Bait — together  with 
many  other  prizes.”  Prices,  Id.,  2d.,  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  Sample  Sixpenny  Tm post 
free  for  eight  stamps.  Wholesale  List  and  Samples  sent  to  any  Fishing  Tackle  Vexidor  on  request. 
Sole  Proprietor:  WALTER  SCOTT,  156.  Warstone  Lane,  BIRMINGHAM. 


W.  EVANS’ 

REAL  HARRIS’S  TWEED 

FISHING  SHIT, 

IConaistiDg  of  Norfolk  Jacket,  Waistcoat,  and  Knicker- 
bockeia  with  Box  Cloth  Continuations,  £4  43. 

We  have  seen  some  hUfhly 
satisfactory  examjdes  of  their 
style  and  fitting,  and  for  such 
high-class  u'ork  their  2>riee8 
appear  to  he  exceedingly  mode¬ 
rate.  As  regards  quality  of 
material  and  variety  of  pat¬ 
tern,  the  niostfastidiouscaunot 
possibly  find  f fault.”  —  Land 
and  Water. If  jCT” 
Unsolicited  testimonials  and 
repeat  orders  are  also  being 
received  daily  from  all  parts  of 
the  Kingdom  for  our 

rrRousEists, 

to  order,  at  168.  6d.,  and 

sxjirrs, 

to  order,  at  £3  3s. 

In  Tweeds,  Cheviots,  Home¬ 
spuns,  and  Blue  Serges. 
From  an  old  suit,  as  guide,  we 
guarantee  a  perfect  fit. 
Gentlemen  are  invited  to  in¬ 
spect  our  New  Summer  Materiwls 
when  In  town,  or  to  write  for 
patterns,  which  are  sent  free, 
staling  colours  prefered, 

'HIT.  EYANS, 

•  High-class  Tailor, 

77,  Great  Portland  St.,  W. 
(Estab.  January,  18f6j. 

Clcse'proxlmityl  to  laneham  Hotel  and  Oxford-circus. 


Eabbit,  Sheep,  and  Fishing  Netting ;  Roofing  Felts 
T&rpaulings ;  Fancy  Horse  Suitingp.,  Loin  Cloths,  Driving 
Aprons,  Driving  Bands,  Ac.  Send  for  Illustrated  Cata¬ 
logue  and  samples  (post  free)  to  Andrew  Potter, 
Melbourne  Works,  "Wolverhampton,  and  London  Works, 
Reading.  Maker  to  H.M.  the  Queen  and  H.R.H.  the 
Prlr  ce  of  Wales.  Awarded  10  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


LOW’S  STANDARD  NOVELS  BY  POPULAR  WRITERS, 

At  Half’-a-Cro'W'M.  Yol\xm.e, 


Wessex  Novels,  by  THOMAS  HARDY. 

FAR  FROM  THE  MADDING  CROWD.  With  a  Photogravnre 


Novels,  by  R.  D.  BLACKMORE. 

LORNA  DOONE. 


Portrait  of  Mr.  Hardy  from  a  Photograph. 


THE  TRUMPET-MAJOK.  I  THE  RETURN  OP  THE  NATIVE. 

A  PAIR  OF  BLUE  EYES.  THE  HAND  OP  ETHELBERTA. 

THE  MAYOR  OF  CASTLEBRIDGE.  |  TWO  ON  A  TOWER. 

THE  LAODICEAN. 


Sea  Stories,  by  W.  CLARK  RUSSELL. 

THE  WRECK  OF  THE  “  GROSVENOR.”  With  a  New 


AN  OCEAN  FREE  LANCE. 
THE  FROZEN  PIRATE. 

A  SEA  QUEEN. 

LITTLE  LOO. 

THE  LADY  MAUD. 

MY  WATCH  BELOW. 


Photogravirre  Portrait. 

I  JOHN  HOLDSWORTH,  CHIEF 
MATE. 

JACK'S  COURTSHIP. 

A  STRANGE  VOYAGE. 

A  SAILOR’S  SWEETHEART. 
BETWIXT  THE  FORELANDS. 

I  MRS.  DINES’  JEWELS. 


CLARA  VAUGHAN.  |  CHRISTO  WELL.  I 
ALICE  LORRAINE. 

CRIPPS  THE  CARRIER. 

TOMMY  UPMORE. 


EREMA.  I  CRADOCK  NOWELL. 
MARY  ANERLEY. 

KIT  AND  KITTY. 

SPRINGHAVEN. 


Novels,  by  WILLIAM  BLACK. 


A  DAUGHTER  OP  HETH.  With 

Portrait  of  the  Author. 

THE  STRANGE  ADVENTURES  OP  A 
PHAE  tON. 

A  PRINCESS  OP  THULE. 

IN  SILK  ATTIRE. 

KILMENY. 

MADCAP  VIOLET. 

THREE  FEATHERS. 

THE  MAID  OF  KILLEENA. 


GREEN  PASTURES  AND  PICCA¬ 
DILLY. 

MACLEOD  OF  DARE. 

LADY  SILVERDALE’S  SWEET¬ 
HEART. 

WHITE  WINGS.  I  SUNRISE. 

THE  BEAUTIFUL  -WRETCH. 
SHANDON  BELLS. 

ADVENTURES  IN  THULE. 
YOLANDE. 

JUDITH  SHAKESPEARE. 


JAMES  OGDEN 

28,  'WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


JAMES  OGDEN’S  CELEBRATED  MULTUM-IN-PARVO 

FLY  RODS,  £1  Is. 


Eiery  description  of  Salmon  and  Tront  Flies  Dressed  on  the  Premises,  and  despatched  per  retnrn  of  post. 


N.B.— No  Connection  with,  any  other  Persons  ass'nming  the 

same  Name. 
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J._  Jennings,  two  bream,  weighing  31b.  and  2Jlb.  ;  J. 
^Vright  also  got  several  bream.  Another  correspondent 
from  Kingston  says ;  The  fishing  has  opened  very 
well  considering  the  state  of  the  river.  Mr.  Glasping, 
fi.sbing  with  H.  Weaver  at  the  Kingston  Baths,  seven¬ 
teen  bream  :  Mr.  Clinton,  by  the  Albany  Club,  three 
barbel,  01b.,  31b.,  21b.,  caught  with  a  live  May-bug  on 
the  surface.  My  wife  and  I,  fishing  with  Josh.  Wilks, 
on  the  18th,  caught  twenty  eight  bream  and  two  dozen 
dace  ;  on  the  two  following  evenings  twelve  bream  and 
a  2|lb.  eel.  Mr.  Large  has  had  some  nice  chub  and 
bream.  The  bank  fishing  at  the  bend  has  also  been  very 
good,  some  nice  bream  having  been  taken  there. — J.  R. 
Richardsox. 

Thames  (Reading'). — The  general  fishing  season 
opened  on  Friday.  The  Thames  and  Kennet  are  exceed- 
ingly  bright  and  stale,  but  nevertheless  some  good  sport 
has  already  rewarded  those  who  have  thought  it  "^vorth 
while  to  try.  On  Friday,  Messrs.  A.  Hurley  and  F. 
Brown,  attended  by  Holdway,  had  about  601b.  of  fine 
barbel  and  chub,  besides  no  less  than  six  trout.  Two 
of  the  trout  were  returned  as  undersized,  the  other  four 
weighing  2ilb.,  31b.,  3,'lb.,  and  4Ub.  respectively.  Mr. 
Bastick,  of  Maidenhead,  angling  at  Reading  with  the 
same  fisherman,  took,  in  two  days,  over  301b.  weight  of 
barbel  and  chub,  including  a  grand  specimen  of  the 
former  fish,  turning  the  scales  at  111b. 

Thames  (Shepperton). — George  Rosewell  writes, 

I  have  been  out  twice  tor  jack  only— one  day  with  Mr. 
Nisbet,  who  caught  twenty-two  jack,  and  another  day 
with  Mr.  Robinson,  who  got  thirty  jack.  Only  three  of 
these  fifty-two  jack  were  retained,  the  largest  fish  61b.  ; 
all  the  rest  were  returned  to  the  river  again.  So  you 
see  there  are  some  left  if  we  can  only  keep  them  from 
catching  and  killing  them  so  small.” 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  out 
four  days — the  first  day  with  Mr.  Woodwell  and 
friend,  who  caught  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
one  chub,  and  one  barbel ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Codd, 
thirteen  chub,  the  largest  31b.,  five  jack,  and  one  trout ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury,  of  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorials,  twelve  chub,  two  barbel,  and  two  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Rogers  and 
friend,  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  one  jack,  one  chub, 
and  one  bream. 

Thames  iSTinbury). — John  Stroud,  in  one  day,  two 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  three  bream,  and  a  jack  of 
41b.  ;  one  of  Stroud’s  men,  two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  a  few  bream  and  chub ;  on  the  banks  Mr.  White, 
from  Hammersmith,  a  jack  of  41b.,  one  barbel,  and  a  few 
chub  ;  another  bank  angler,  two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace 
and  a  chub  of  2^1b.  ;  and  another,  a  jack  of  31b. 

Thames  (Teddington). — Joseph  Baldwin  has  been 
out  half  a  day,  and  taken  three  barbel,  the  largest  3Jlb, 

Thames  (T'wickenham).--John  Spong  has  been 
doing  pretty  well  with  roach,  dace,  barbel,  and  jack. 
The  fishermen  generally  are  not  doing  much  on  account 
of  the  low  water.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting 
some  bream  up  to  3Jlb.  each. 

Windsor  District. — The  extraordinary  drought 
experienced  throughout  the  Thames  Valley  has  brought 
the  river  into  a  very  low  stagnated  state,  and  it  is 
snrpri.sing  that  sport  has  been  obtained.  Fine  tackle 
must  have  been  used,  but  can  hear  of  very  few  roach 
having  been  caught.  A  good  specimen  of  the  Thames 
barbel  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Westrup,  of  London,  out 
with  Jame.s  Gray,  on  a  roach  hook.  I  understand  the 
fish  gave  an  exciting  waltz  round,  but  was  eventually 
landed,  no  mean  performance  for  a  roach  hook.  It 
scaled  the  respectable  weight  of  71b.  lloz.  in  London. 
Whilst  on  the  subject  of  gut,  the  extraordinary  dry  state 
of  the  atmosphere  will  affect  gut,  and  anglers  will  do 
well  to  see  it  is  not  kept  in  too  dry  a  place  and  to  well 
soak  it  before  use.  Mr.  R.  P.  Hornby,  of  Eton  College, 
has  Lad  some  nice  chub,  one  dish  of  half  a  dozen  being 
much  admired.  Mr.  Roberts,  jun  ,  of  Park-street, 
V  indsor,  has  had  a  jack  of  31b,  7oz,  and  a  bag  of  barbel 
and  chub,  the  latter  going  91b,  7oz,  I  am  told  the  jack 
was  wretchedly  poor,  which  I  quite  believe.  It  is  much 
too  early  for  them.  Needless  to  say,  absence  of  rain  is 

causing  sad  loss  and  damage  throughout  the  vallev  — 
B.  R.  B.  B  s  J. 

Aucliolme  District. — The  coarse  fishing  season  was 
ushered  in  by  intense  heat,  as  a  consequence  little  fish¬ 
ing,  or  rather  catching,  was  done  during  the  middle  of 
the  day,  but  those  who  were  at  it  early  and  late  had 
good  sport.  Amongst  these  Mr.  J.  Walker  caught  a 
stone  of  bream  in  the  early  morning,  the  largest  of  these 
weighed  3ilb.  Yesterday  visitors  from  Sheffield  had 
both  roach  and  dace  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  in  the 
m-orning  early  Mr.  J.  Walsh,  of  Brigg,  had  121b.  of 
bream,  averaging  IJlb.  to  21b.  each.  He  baited  with 
paste.  Large  shoals  of  bream  of  100  yards  long  have 
been  seen  swimming  about  here  and  there,  and  the  pro¬ 
spects  at  present  point  to  a  really  good  bream  season. 
A  few  years  ago  anglers  have  taken  from  half  to  three- 
quarters  cwt.  of  these  fish  in  a  day. — Thomas  Ford. 

Aruii  (Pulborougli). — Heavy  rain ;  water  in  good 
coaditiou.  Sevi  nl  large  salmon  seen. — H.  Nutt. 

Comisli  Streams. — A  good  many  peal  are  running 
up  the  Camel,  but  it  is  difficult  to  do  anything  with 
them  in  this  glaring  weather.  Some  rods  from  Bodmin 
have  been  trying  Crebor's  Pool  at  nights,  and  have  done 
very  well  indeed.  In  the  rough  water  at  the  foot  of 
the  Donmeer  mill-race  two  peal,  of  21b.  each,  wore  taken 
with  w'orm  on  Tuesday.  There  have  been  one  or  two 
good  baskets  of  trout  made  on  the  Camel  and  tributaries 
within  the  past  day  or  two.  Sea-trout,  caught  in  the 
nets  at  Lostwithiel,  on  the  Fowey,  were  sold  at  4id. 
per  pound  last  week. — Bodmin. 

Palace  Pislieries. — The  present  season 
has  opened  with  very  good  catches  of  bream,  roach,  and 
carp,— S.  B.  Thomas, 


Der-went  (Ambergate),— Owing  to  the  low  and 
clear  state  of  the  Derwent  and  tributaries  fly-fishing  is 
gradually  drifting  from  bad  to  worse.  Coarse  fishers 
have  had  a  fairly  good  time  in  the  canals  and  reservoirs. 
On  Monday  evening  301b.  of  bream  fell  to  two  rods  at 
Ambergate.  There  are  plenty  of  trout  and  grayling  in 
the  streams,  also  aquatic  flies.  Fresh  water  is  all  that 
is  required  to  make  prospects  good.— AMBER  Dun. 

^  Dove  and  Tributaries. —Rain  still  holds  off  though 
the  clouds  have  been  heavy  with  promise  all  this  week. 
We  have  had  one  nocturnal  thunderstorm  that  did  not 
touch  the  water  courses.  Some  pretty  fair  sport  has  been 
bad  at  twilight  on  the  brooks  and  on  the  Bird.sgrove,  but 
nothing  further  since  our  last. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster 
Esk  (Whitby).  -We  are  still  suffering  from  this 
dreadful  drought.  In  many  of  the  ectuaries  there  is, 
it  is  true,  water  just  sufficient  to  keep  fish  alive  for  a 
time,  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  vast  numbers  of 
trout,  of  salmon  trout,  and  of  salmon  have  been  killed 
in  the  parched  bye-streams.  Some  becks  are  dried  up 
altogether,  and  have  been  for  some  time.  Happily  a 
good. number  of  kelts  have  been  able  to  get  down  into 
the  sea,  though  nothing  like  the  quantity  that  wore 
ready.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  we  have  a 
good  flood,  sport  here  will  be  excellent.— Jno.  J.  Jack- 
son. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter),- The  Exe  and  Creedy 
have  now  run  into  mere  threads.  Day  fishing  for  trout 
is  not  worth  the  candle,  but  some  good  bags  of  eels 
have  been  made.  On  the  Brampford  water's,  a  few  fair 
trout  have  been  killed  by  late  evening  fishing,  the  best 
killing  flies  being  Red  Spinner,  Coachman,  and  Yellow 
Dun.  On  the  Creedy,  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  has  had  eight 
brace  of  trout,  nearly  all  being  taken  on  the  upstream 
worm.  Several  fair  takes  of  perch  and  roach  have 
fallen  to  the  canal  anglers  since  the  opening  day.  With 
a  continuance  of  the  present  tropical  weather  some  of 
those  big  canal  carp  should  be  worth  calling  upon. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Pqn  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  heat  at 
the  end  of  last  week  somewhat  detracted  from  the  sport 
at  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  probably  caused  it  to 
be  limited  largely  to  small  fish,  and  during  mid-day  to 
fish  in  small  quantity.  Some  capital  eels  have  been 
caught.  Roach  are  in  very  fair  condition.  At  smaller 
drain  outfalls  there  are  some  good  swims,  and  good 
swims  are  to  be  found  by  making  use  of  a  boat.  At 
the  present  time  gentles  are  the  preferable  baits.— 
Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts.).— There  are  plenty  of  fish  to 
be  seen  about,  but  they  were  somewhat  shy.  Dace  were 
lively  at  the  flies  on  the  water,  but  would  scarcely  touch 
a  bait.  There  is  talk  of  an  early  cutting  of  the  weeds 
in  the  river  and  some  of  the  drains  with  the  now  steam 
launch.  Eels  and  flounders  are  plentiful  in  the  lower 
waters.  The  hay  harvest  has  made  great  progress  in 
the  meadows,  and  the  banks  can  be  more  largely  visited 
than  expected.  The  waters  are  very  low  and  stale. 
Trout  fishing  is  quiet  on  the  private  waters. — L. 

Lake  District.  —On  those  rivers  which  can  still 
boast  of  the  name  pools  and  standing  waters  are 
becoming  coated  with  a  green  slime.  We  have  heard 
of  numerous  cases  of  “sunstroke  ”  in  the  places  named 
amongst  trout.  Lake  Windermere  is  the  mo.st  popular 
fishing  resort  this  year,  as  there  anything  almost  may 
be  taken  by  anglers,  except,  perhaps,  char,  which  seem 
to  ignore  the  orthodox  plumb-line,  and  can  only 
be  secured  by  nets.  Perch  and  trout  are 
affording  good  sport  to  visitors.  Trouting  in  the  lake 
is  satisfactory.  Last  week  Dr.  Herbert  caught  a  trout 
of  21b.  lOoz.,  and  lost  another  as  big  after  half-an- 
hour’s  play.  A  third  fish  weighed  lib.  5oz.  Mr.  T. 
Woodburn  was  also  eminently  successful,  whilst  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Peddar  and  a  friend,  in  four  days,  landed  an 
aggregate  Of  fifty-three  brace  of  well-fed  fish,  running 
up  to  Ijlb.  Pike  of  fair  size  are  being  taken  by 
trolling,  A  great  amount  of  illicit  “  fishing  ”  is  being 
done  in  all  the  streams,  mainly  by  grappling  with  the 
hands. — C.  Watson. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  continued  so  unfavourable  to 
good  sport,  that  few  anglers  have  been  on  the  lake. 
Messrs.  Melby  and  Rithbone  have  made  some  very  fair 
baskets,  their  best  day  being  Thursday,  with  thirteen. 
On  Friday  Mr.  G.  Ananindi  brought  in  a  very 
even  basket  of  nine,  weighing  61b.  Mr.  Foanereau 
headed  the  list  on  Saturday,  with  a  dozen  well-condi¬ 
tioned  fish,  scaling  8Jlb  ;  Mr.  Hayes,  six,  weighing  5Hb 
heaviest  l:‘rlb.— Long  Drift.  b  b  4  , 

Lea  and  Stort. — Sunday  last  being  the  opening 
Sunday  for  the  Stort,  an  immense  number  of  anglers 
travelled  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Burnt  Mill  and 
Harlow.  Several  clnb-s  were  holding  ibeir  first  com¬ 
petition.  As  far  as  I  can  gather,  the  result  stands  as 
follows  :  Three  members  of  the  Edmonton  and  Totten¬ 
ham  Angling  Society  took  first  honours,  Messrs.  Dew, 
Burberry,  and  Alder  each  securing  a  half-guinea  prize. 
Some  of  the  other  clubs  competing  had  to  be  content 
with  worse  results.  When  at  St.  Margaret’s  last 
Thursday  week  I  noticed  that  the  obnoxious  weeds 
were  prevalent,  butn  A  in  such  quantities  as  to  seriously 
interfere  with  angling.  In  the  lower  lengths  lots  of 
roach,  dace,  perch,  &.C.,  have  been  taken  out,  and  a 
youthful  friend  of  mine  on  Saturday  last  captured  a 
barbel  of  Iflb.,  and  an  eel  of  ^Ib.  Thursday  evening, 
water  and  weather  not  unfavourable.— Spliced  Joint.' 

Leicester.—  The  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  in  this 
county  commenced  under  moat  disadvantageous  condi¬ 
tions,  the  long  drought  having  made  the  rivers  and 
canals  low  and  stagnant.  Anglers  have  mustered  in 
considerable  numbers,  the  home  waters  coming  in  for  a 
good  complement  of  sportsmen.  The  canal  at  Leicester 
afforded  the  best  sport,  roach  being  what  anglers  chiefly 


sought  after,  and  Mr.  Grant  took  51b.  and  Mr.  Gee  71b.  : 
Mr.  Pinnock  took  piko  6Jlb.  and  i^lb.  A  few  brace  of 
pike  have  also  been  taken  from  the  canal.  Eel  fishing 
has  commanded  a  lot  of  attention  during  the  evenings 
at  Leicester,  and  specimens  up  to  2Jlb.  have  been 
landed.  At  Foxton  a  few  small  pike,  roach,  and  an 
eel  or  two  is  all  that  has  been  done,  and  at  other  places 
Leicester  anglers  have  distributed  their  favours  pretty 
evenly.  The  various  resorts  down  the  Wreake  and 
along  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Soar  at  Blaby,  Nar- 
borough,  and  Croft  receiving  their  full  share  of  pat¬ 
ronage,  but  for  the  reason  mentioned  above  fishing  has 
been  slow. 

Lugg  and  Arro-w  (Leominster).— Both  these 
Streams  are  now  very  low,  and  sport  dull.  The  hot 
weather  has  prevented  anglers  going  out  till  evening. 
Sport  in  the  evening  has  been  successful,  and  some  very 
nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  taken.  Minnow  fishing  in 
the  early  morning  should  prove  successful.  The  Pinsley 
is  low  and  clear. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland).— 
Rivers  extremely  low  and  clear.  No  improvement  to 
report.  Till  we  get  a  good  downpour  of  rain  the  chances 
of  much  sport  are  very  little  with  the  fly.  Flies  as  last 
week,  with  the  addition  of  Black  Palmer.  Wasp  grubs 
are  now  plentiful,  and  are  freely  used,  with  fair  sport. 
Minnow  spinning  early  morning  and  late  evening  doing 
fairly  well.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone^.  —  Coarse  fish  have  once 
more  passed  the  spawning  time.  Although  we  have  had 
very  little  rain,  the  pens  nave  been  fairly  lull.  The  hot 
weather  has  brought  the  fish  to  the  surface.  I  have  seen 
inmense  shoals  of  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  Rain  wanted 
here  as  elsewhere.  Since  writing  my  last  I  have  gleaned 
that  anglers  have  been  more  successful  than  one  might 
anticipate.  Some  good  roach  were  taken  at  Watering- 
bury  by  a  local  angler  with  boiled  wheat  on  Saturday 
last. 

Ouse,  Dei'went,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).  — There 
is  nothing  doing  yet  in  these  rivers  for  want  of  rain  ;  in 
fact  there  is  danger  of  some  of  the  tributary  streams 
becoming  dried  up  in  some  parts,  and  the  consequent 
destruction  of  fish,  owing  to  the  long-continued  drought. 
Since  Monday  a  few  slight  showers  have  fallen,  but 
nothing  to  cheer  the  prospects  of  either  the  farmer  or 
the  angler.  The  coarse  fish  season  has  opened  badly, 
and  only  poor  sport  is  being  had  in  the  main  rivers. — 
Ronald. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Pish  have  been  feeding  well 
consideiiiig  the  baa  state  of  the  water.  The  navigation 
works  are  m  operation,  and  unsettling  the  water  very 
much,  but  roach  have  been  feeding  well.  A  rudd  was 
taken  dnring  the  week  of  11b.  15oz.  I  visited  the 
waters  on  the  18ch,  and  a  prettier  sight  of  bream  could 
never  be  witnessed. — H.  Rout. 

Plymouth.  —  Sea  Fishing  at  Plymouth.  —  The 
fine  weather  day  alter  day  is  getting  rather  monotonous, 
and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  the  slightest  indications 
of  a  change.  Small  boats  have  been  able  to  get  out  by 
the  Rennies  Rocks  and  the  Mew  Stone  amongst  the 
large  pollack,  running  from  6ib.  to  101b.  weight.  One 
boat  with  two  gentlemen  amateurs  had  five  dozen  one 
evening,  the  smallest  41b.  weight,  they  were  caught  at 
the  east  end  of  the  Breakwater,  about  a  gunshot  from 
the  rocks  at  Bovisand,  fishing  on  an  ebb  tide.  One  of 
my  friends,  stationed  at  Staddon  Heights,  tells  me  that 
tiiere  are  swarms  of  bass  round  the  rocks  and  pier  at 
Bovisand ;  on  a  clear  day  he  says  you  can  see  them  by 
the  thousand,  some  as  long  as  your  walking  stick.  I 
have  not  heard  of  anybody  trying  for  them  yet  out  there, 
but  should  certainly  advise  a  trial.  Bpring  pollack  are 
still  taken  around  the  Winter  shoal  and  the  back  of  the 
island.  Macaerel  still  keep  well  out  to  sea,  a  tremen- 
dou.s  catch  of  about  46,000  were  landed  at  Tcignmouth, 
on  Saturday,  they  were  hawked  round  the  villages  and 
towns  at  about  3d.  or  4d.  a  dozen,  and  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  that  could  not  bo  sold  was  thrown  overboard.  A 
circumstance  like  this  leads  one  to  reason  why  there  is. 
not  a  better  moans  of  connection  between  the  fishermen 
and  the  consumers. —  William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).- Trout  fishing,  owing  to 
the  low  condition  of  the  streams,  has  been  very  poor  of 
late ;  only  one  or  t  wo  fish  having  been  taken  for  weeks, 
and  these  only  at  dusk.  Chub  and  dace  have,  however, 
been  rising  freely,  and  since  the  opening  day  many  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  from  the  Quarry,'  Coton  Hill, 
Moiikmoor,  Uffiugton,  and  Atchani.  The  Palmers  and 
Buzz  flies,  and  also  the  Black  Gnat  and  other  small 
dark  flies  will  at  the  present  time  be  found  serviceable. 
The  fords,  especially  Cffington,  are  now  difficult  to  fisli 
satisfactorily  on  account  of  the  weeds. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech.).— I’he  weather  hero  during  the  past  week  has 
been  most  exceptionally  hot,  and  angling  is  at  present 
impossible.  All  our  rivers  are  much  lower  than  was 
ever  known  in  the  memory  of  the  oldo=t  inhabitant  in 
this  neighbourhood.  Not  one  drop  of  water  has  for 
some  time  flowed  over  the  Abertaiiat  weir  on  the  River 
Tauat,  and  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  and  Carreghova 
Mill  absorb  all  the  water  available,  and  on  the  Vyrnwy, 
the  river  is  nearly  dry  under  the  northern  arch  of  the 
very  artistically  designed  bridge  which  carries  the  road 
to  Welshpool  over  that  river  below  the  pretty  village  of 
Llanymyiiech,  so  well  known  to  anglers. — VWknwyT 

Sussex  Stre.ims,  Rivers,  aud  Harbours.— 
In  some  parts  of  Buesex  water  is  retailed  at  2d.  per 
bucket,  and  the  rivers  are  much  too  low  and  bright.  A 
goodly  number  of  ang.ers  patronised  Pulborough,  Am- 
berley,  and  Fittleworth.  The  tidal  waters  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  harbour  yield  the  best  sport,  as  on  the 
Adur  fair  baskets  of  dace  aud  roach  have  been  made, 
and  the  fish  appear  brighter  than  from  the  inland 
waters.  Bream  up  to  2ib.  are  notified  from  Berwick, 
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and  from  the  Oaso  chub  and  roach.  Chichester  Canal 
has  been  well  patronised,  but,  although  the  water  is 
high  and  of  good  colour,  the  weeds  are  a  great  draw¬ 
back.  The  best  sport  has  been  obtained  below  the 
Bridham  lock.  A  few  rods  were  on  the  Bother,  and  did 
fairly  well  amongst  the  roach.  A  trout  of  14 'z.  was 
cantured  with  gentles  while  reaching.  Several  good 
mullet  and  bass  have  been  taken  at  Littlehampton,  and 
from  the  Arun  at  early  morning  tides.  A  bass  of 
T2Jlb.  was  netted  in  Chichester  Harbour  recently. — • 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Knigcliton). — In  this  part  the  water  is  vei'y 
low  and  clear,  and  fishing  is  quiet,  and  will  be  until  rain 
comes.  Wasp  grub  fishing  is  good,  and  a  few  good  trout 
have  been  landed.  Sport  with  the  fly  slow.  At  the 
Purslow  Sessions,  on  Thursday,  John  Phillips  and  John 
Roberts  were  charged  with  illegally  gaffing  trout  in  the 
River  Teme  at  the  parish  of  Stowe.  The  Bench  fined 
each  defendant  Ids.  9d.,  including  costs.  Defendants 
were  further  charged  with  illegally  taking  5Jlb.  of  trout 
from  the  river  Teme,  wherein  Sir  W.  Honeymoon  had  a 
private  right  of  fishing.  The  Bench  fined  each  defen¬ 
dant  Is.  (id. — T.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  low  and  clear,  and  angling  during  the  day  has 
been  useless.  The  fish  rise  well  at  the  Governor, 
Spinners,  Black  Gnat,  Wickham.  Coch-y-hondhu,  and 
Fern  Fly.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  successful  with 
wasp  grub,  and  large  trout  have  been  caught.  In  the 
Ludford  Park  water  some  good  grayling  have  been  taken 
with  the  fly.  Under  Whitcliffe  large  numbers  of  roach 
and  eels  have  been  caught  bottom  fishing.  In  the  Ash¬ 
ford  water  some  very  good  trout  were  taken  on  Monday 
evening  with  the  Sky  Blue  and  Coachman.  In  the 
Oakley  Park  district  good  sport  has  been  had  with  the 
Wickham  and  Goveimor.  At  the  Ludlow  County 
Sessions,  on  Monday,  Henry  Watkins  was  ordered  to 
pay  6s.  6d.  costs  for  illegally  fishing  in  the  Ludlow  Park 
water.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  L°dwyche  are  all 
low  and  clear.  The  fish  have  been  taking  wasp  grub 
well.  In  the  Corve,  Mr.  Brookes  landed  a  trout,  lyld., 
and  another  jlb.,  and  Mr.  Lowe  two  trout,  11b.  each, 
with  the  wasp  grub.  Sport  in  the  Ledwyche  good. — S. 
Lttdlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).  — In  this  district  the  water  is 
very  low  and  clear,  and  rain  is  wanted  before  good 
sport  will  be  bad.  Wasp  grub  fishing  is  now  good.  The 
Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  very  low  and  clear. — 
Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  —  River  very  low;  rain 
greatly  desired  ;  some  fine  trout  have  been  taken  this 
week  dapping  with  natural  baits  in  the  deep  pools.  My 
grandboy  took  seven  on  Tuesday,  and  saw  many  salmon 
and  took  a  dead  salmon  out  of  the  river. — Practical 
Angler. 

Trent  (Newark). — Coarse  fishing  opened  under  dis¬ 
advantageous  conditions.  Chub  are  in  wonderful  condi¬ 
tion,  considering  the  early  period,  and  the  popular  lure, 
Caddis  Grub,  has  been  responsible  for  some  good  fish 
from  the  Muskham  water,  Mr.  A.  Lee  showing  some  nice 
specimens.  Lower  down  the  Trent,  chub,  bleak,  &c., 
have  fallen  to  the  angler,  and  the  general  opinion  is  that 
the  Trent,  in  the  Newark  district,  has  not  for  many 
years  held  such  a  store  of  all  species  of  fish  as  at  present. 

■ — Trentsider. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Pishing  began  in 
earnest  on  the  Witham,  Possdyke,  and  kindred  waters 
on  Saturday  afternoon.  The  Possdyke  is  said  to  be  very 
low  and  contains  many  weeds,  but  shoals  of  fish  were 
observable  in  the  clear  swims.  Sport  was  not  good  on 
it,  owing  to  the  heat,  and  probably  to  the  stale  water. 
Brayford  pool,  in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  has  been  greatly 
improved  during  the  winter.  Mud  has  been  dredged 
from  it  and  the  weed  roots  cleared  away,  and  anglers  are 
expecting  to  have  some  good  sport  from  it.  The  Upper 
Witham  has  in  it  some  excellent  chub  and  dace,  and, 
though  they  were  rather  difficult  to  get,  some  good 
things  are  expected.  While  the  hot  weather  continues 
and  until  rain  comes  I  would  recommend  dibbingfor  the 
former  fish.  From  Lincoln  to  Bardney,  and  for  some 
distance  at  different  stations,  the  Witham  is  weedy  at 
the  banks  and  awkward  for  landing  fish. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Matlock).— The  rivers  lower 
than  ever.  Small  catches  of  both  trout  and  grayling 
have  been  made  on  the  Wye  and  various  lengths  of  the 
the  Derwent ;  some  of  the  best  sport  having  been 
obtained  on  the  Cromford  length  of  the  Matlock  Asso¬ 
ciation  water.  Amongst  others,  Mr  P.  C.  Arkwright  on 
Thursday  last,  took  eight  brace  ;  Mr.  Henry  Lowe,  two 
brace  ;  Mr.  Hodgson  and  friend,  three  and  a  half  brace. 
On  Friday,  Mr.  Hodson,  two  brace  ;  Mr.  Cooper,  three 
fish.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Hodgson,  three  brace ;  Mr. 
Allfrey,  three  and  a  half  brace.  On  Tuesday,  fishing  at 
Matlock  Bath,  Mr.  H.  Buxton  took  five  splendid  trout  in 
aboutanhour.  Yesterday,  below  Cromford, Mr.  Pearson, 
of  Chesterfield,  took  three  brace  ;  Mr.  J.  Henstook,  two 
and  a  half  brace,  all  with  the  fly.  The  Little  Marryatt 
accounting  for  a  goodly  proportion  of  them. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  Swale,  and  Nidd.  —  All  these 
rivers  are  still  exceedingly  low,  and  the  worm  fished 
upstream  on  the  very  finest  gut  is  the  only  lure  that  has 
proved  successful.  With  this  bait,  on  Thursday,  Mr. 
George  Briggs  had  sixteen  trout  on  the  Yore,  at  Tan- 
field  ;  on  the  same  length  Mr.  Pemberton  had  ten  on 
Saturday,  and  on  Monday  I  killed  eleven,  weighing  61b., 
on  the  Upper  Wharfe.— Francis  M.  Walbran. 


Mr.  Alexander  Wright,  Accountaut,  of  10.  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  <fccj,  under¬ 
takes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of  accounts 
at  moderate  rates. 


Scotch  Reports. 

Altuaceal^acli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg', 
N.B.).— Duri  ng  the  past  week  Lochs  Cama,  Boarlan, 
LTrigill,  Veyatie,  and  other  waters  yielded  the  following 
baskets  : — On  Tuesday,  Mr  Quarton,  forty-three  trout, 
161b.  ;  Mrs.  Quarton,  twenty-six,  111b. ;  Mr.  Ohlson, 
thirty,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Attenborough,  two  dozen,  Illb.  ;  Mr. 
J.  Curror,  three  and  three  quarter  dozen,  12|^Ib.  ;  Bov. 
W.  D.  Walker,  two  and  three  quarter  dozen,  S^lb.  ;  Dr. 
Curror,  six  and  a  quarter  dozen,  16ilb. ;  and  Mr.  Cun¬ 
ningham,  four  dozen,  13^1b.  On  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Quarton,  four  dozen,  171b.  ;  Mrs.  Quarton,  three  dozen, 
141b. ;  Mr.  A.  Watson,  Rev.  R  M.  Watson,  and  Dr. 
Watson,  five  and  three  quarter  dozen,  15jlb.  :  Mr.  Cun¬ 
ningham,  thirty-two  trout,  121b.  ;  Rev.  W.  Dundas 
Walker,  three  dozen,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Ohlson,  two  and  a  half 
dozen,  lljlb.  (heaviest  21b.)  ;  Mr.  Attenborough, 
twenty-six,  81b.  ;  and  Dr.  Curror  and  Mr.  J.  Curror, 
fifty-six,  231b.  (heaviest  21b.).  On  Thursday,  eleven 
rods  landed  434  trout,  137Jlb. ;  on  Friday,  eight  rods, 
326  trout,  1061b. ;  and  on  Saturday,  eleven  rods,  475 
trout,  136Jlb.,  the  biggest  take  for  a  single  day  this 
season.  On  Monday  this  week  twelve  rods  were  out, 
and  brought  back  a  total  of  413  trout,  1171b.,  and  a 
ferox  of  91b.  The  best  basket  of  the  day  was  by  Dr. 
Curror  and  Rev.  W.  Dundas  Walker,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
135  trout,  32ilb.,  and  the  ^Vo.  ferox,  which  was  a  beauty, 
and  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  P.  D.  Mullocb,  Perth,  for  pre¬ 
servation.  The  total  fish  for  the  six  days  amounted  to 
2308,  aggregating  5961b. — McB. 

Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Streams. — Several  splendid 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  secured  on  the  Ayr¬ 
shire  lochs  since  last  week’s  report.  Mr.  McGarva  and 
party,  of  South  Ayrshire,  killed  on  the  14th  on  Loch 
Doon,  102  yellow  trout.  On  the  15th  they  had  eighty- 
eight  trout :  and  on  the  16th,  in  a  few  hours’  fishing, 
they  creeled  fifty-eight.  A  total  of  248  trout.  There 
have  been  some  blank  days  with  the  calm  and  hot 
weather,  but  whenever  a  breeze  has  rippled  the  lochs, 
capital  sport  has  been  obtained.  Both  Lochs  Doon  and 
Finlas  have  been  angling  well  this  year.  Some  of  the 
streams  have  become  very  foul  owing  to  the  long  and 
continued  drougt  t.— Heatherbell. 

Berriedale  (Caithness). — No  change  can  be  re¬ 
ported  in  the  state  of  this  river.  It  is  lower  than  it 
has  been  in  living  memory,  and  theblocade,  in  the  shape 
of  an  immense  sand  bank,  to  which  I  recently  referred, 
still  entirely  blocks  ingress  and  egress  to  the  river.  The 
pool  next  the  sea  is  literally  alive  with  smolts,  which 
are  stopped  from  getting  out.  What  the  effect  upon 
them  may  be  if  much  longer  imprisoned  will  be  interest¬ 
ing  to  watch.  Talking  to  one  of  the  Duke’s  officials,  as 
to  the  possibility  of  cutting  an  entrance,  he  declared 
that  it  would  require  the  removal  of  “  thousands  ”  of 
tons,  and  said  that  only  a  good  spate  would  clear  the 
way.  The  netsmen  are  getting  plenty  salmon  and  grilse, 
twelve  boxes  being  despatched  to  market  during  the 
week.  The  Duke  is  here  at  present  on  a  flying  visit. 

Border  Bsk. — The  River  Esk  was  never  so  low 
within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  the 
district.  The  water  has  fallen  so  much  that  the  date  of 
the  building  of  Langholm  Bridge,  1794,  carved  on  the 
lower  sWe  of  the  east  pillar,  facing  the  old  town  side, 
is  showing  some  three  or  four  inches  above  the  water, 
an  unprecedented  occurrence.  Since  last  report  sport  in 
the  upper  reaches  is  almost  a  blank,  and  no  catches  of 
importance  have  been  made.  In  the  Canonbie  division 
a  few  sea-trout  have  been  taken  at  night.  Mr.  Todrick, 
staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  has  been  fairly  suc¬ 
cessful,  landing  five  at  three  fishings ;  Mr.  James 
Graham,  Crookholm,  caught  five;  Mr.  John  Graham, 
Hollows,  two ;  Mr.  John  Jardine,  Bowholm,  two  ;  Mr. 
R.  Doughty,  Byreburnfoot,  two;  Dr.  Munro,  Rowan- 
burn,  two ;  and  Mr.  Church,  Parkhouse,  one.  The 
heat  is  still  excessive  over  the  Bjrder,  and  the 
Esk,  Liddle,  and  their  tributaries  lower  than  in 
1826,  the  year  of  the  “  short  corn,”  when,  from 
March  1  to  July  3,  only  two  inches  of  rain  fell;  and 
from  May  1  to  June  23  scarcely  a  drop  of  rain  fell.  The 
heat  was  great ;  not  a  breath  of  air,  and  not  a  cloud  to 
be  seen  in  the  heavens.  For  some  years  now  I  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  prophesying  rain  between  St.  Swithin’s 
Day  and  July  27,  and  I  have  been  generally  eorrect  in 
my  surmises.  When  the  spate  comes  down  at  that 
period,  it  is  usually  a  deluge,  and  metaphorically 
‘‘sweeps  dams  and  mills  a’  to  the  gate.”  There  was  a 
big  flood  of  this  disoription  a  few  years  ago,  and  more 
fish  were  taken  from  the  Esk  and  Liddle  than  had  ever 
been  caught  before,  as  the  river  overflowed  its  banks, 
and  the  fish  were  thrown  high  and  dry  into  the  fields. 
Such  another  flood  is  required  to  clean  out  the  water¬ 
course. — W.  A. 

Breadalbane  Anns  (Aberfeldy.) — Mr.  Hardie, 
from  Edinburgh,  fished  Loch-na-Craig  on  Friday,  and 
got  three  dozen  trout. — A.  N. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— What  sport  has  been  got 
has  been  in  the  height  of  the  day,  and  with  some  form  or 
other  of  the  spinning  lure.  The  fly  is  entirely  ignored 
under  present  conditions.  On  the  Ballogie  water,  Mr. 
Edward  Drummond  creeled  the  first  grilse  of  the 
season  in  these  parts — a  beauty,  nearing  41b.  He  had 
also  a  nice  salmon  of  7ilb.  and  a  pike  of  8lb.  On  the 
Glen  Tana  water.  Sir  Wm.  Brooks’  keepers  had  several 
fish  for  the  week.  On  the  Invercauld  Ballater  water 
sport  has  been  slack.  The  net  fishing  on  the  coast  con¬ 
tinues  to  improve.  Last  week  was  the  best  of  the  season. 
On  Saturday  last  the  glut  was  such  that  salmon  were 
down  to  lOJd.  per  lb.  in  the  Aberdeen  market.  Sea 
trout  angling  on  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Dee  and  Don 
has  fairly  collapsed.  A  foot  or  so  of  water  just  now 
would  save  the  summer  season  from  being  a  complete 
blank. — Deesider. 


Deveron.  (Banffshire). — The  water  is  exceptionally 
low  and  clear.  The  run  of  fish  in  the  meantime  is 
almost  nil.  Except  on  the  deeper  pools  the  nets  are 
almost  unworkable  on  the  river.  A  trout  of  about  71b. 
was  lately  killed,  and  several  salmon,  but  no  grilse. 
The  net  fishermen  on  the  coast  are  doing  pretty  well. 
The  grilse  fishing  is  improving.  Half-a-dozen  were 
caught  on  one  day  in  the  end  of  last  week.  Bock  fishing 
is  being  engaged  in  on  this  part  of  the  coast  with  fair 
success. —  H.  W. 

Don  (Aberdeenshire). — The  dry  weather  continues, 
so  fishing  is  fairly  at  a  standstill.  This  fine  river  used 
to  be  considered  one  of  the  best  trout  streams  in  the 
North  of  Scotland.  ‘‘It’s  another  colour  now.” 
“Poached  to  death”  is  about  the  term  to  use.  The 
river  is  netted  almost  nightly  and  the  trout  are  sent  and 
taken  wholesale  to  Aberdeen  and  elsewhere.  It  is  a  sad 
state  of  affairs  :  these  bold  poachers  come  and  go  un¬ 
molested.  One  thing  is  certain,  the  keepers  in  thia 
district  are  quite  of  a  new  school,  which  is  not  an 
improvement  on  the  old  class.  They  used  to  study 
their  employers’  interests  and  did’nt  mind  some  night 
work.  In  those  days  poaching  was  almost  unknown  on 
the  rivers  for  the  poor  troutie.  The  glass  is  steadily 
falling,  and  rain  is  much  wanted  for  everything. — Blue 
Hackle. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— All  the  fish  in  the  river 
are  now  browned  as  much  as  it  is  ijossible  for  them  to 
be,  and  not  a  silvery  fish  is  to  be  seen.  Curiously 
enough  salmon  disease  has  spent  itself.  The  state  of 
the  river  is  a  complete  barrier  to  fish  going  up  from  the 
sea,  and  the  netsmen  have  largely  benefited.  Up  to 
date  they  have  had  the  largest  catch  for  many  years, 
principally  made  up  of  salmon,  although  a  good  many 
grilse  are  now  being  got  daily.  Trout  angling  is  no 
better  than  salmon  angling  on  the  river,  but  some  of  the 
outlying  burns  are  giving  some  sport  with  small  brown 
trout.  The  lochs  are  doing  pretty  well.  As  I  have 
often  pointed  out,  sea-fishing  is  to  be  had  here  in  plenty 
if  it  were  only  taken  advantage  of.  Herrings  are  being 
got  at  present  with  the  bare  hook,  locally  called  the 
“spool.”  This  lure  is  made  with  four  stocking  wdres 
fired  on  the  ceitre  hoiizontally  to  twenty  fathom  line  ; 
at  each  end  of  the  wire  is  a  tinned  haddock  hook  tied  on 
to  the  wire  to  three  inches  of  gut  to  which  the  hooksare 
tied.  At  the  end  of  the  line  a  lead  sinker  is  attached. 
The  line  is  let  down  until  it  touches  bottom,  when  it 
is  raised  about  a  fathom,  and  then  gently  pulled  up 
and  down  until  the  fish  are  felt. — S.  C. 

Inchuadamph  Hotel  Watera  (Sutherland, 
N.B.). — Very  good  baskets  were  made  at  this  centre 
last  week.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Straker  and  Misses 
Allgood  killed  thirty  trout,  lOJlb.,  on  Loch  Assynt;  Mr. 
Allgood  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  the  same  loch,  thirty 
trout,  9ilb. ;  Mr.  Usher  killed  thirty-three  trout, PJJlb., 
on  Loch  Awe.  On  Thursday  Mr.  Fry  caught  two 
Salmo  ferox  of  21b.  and  41b.  on  Loch  Assynt ;  Mr.  Usher, 
on  the  same  loch,  got  three  dozen  trout,  121b. ;  Mr. 
Allgood,  on  Loch  Awe,  caught  thirty  trout,  weighing 
mb.  On  Friday  Mr.  Straker  and  Misses  Allgood 
caught  thirty-one  trout,  101b.  on  Loch  Assynt;  Mr. 
Allgood  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  Gillaroo,  one  sea-trout, 
21b.,  and  seventeen  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Cookson  killed 
thirty-eight  trout,  131b.,  on  Loch  Awe.  On  Saturday 
Mr.  Cookson  fished  Loch  Assynt,  and  caught  twenty- 
eight  trout,  131b.  ;  Messrs.  Straker  and  iiJlgood  had 
thirty-four  trout,  101b.,  on  Little  Lochs.  On  Monday 
this  week  Mr.  Fry  caught  thirty  trout,  121b.,  on  Loch 
Awe ;  Mr.  Cookson,  on  Mid  Assynt,  five  dozen  trout, 
201b. ;  Mr.  Straker  and  Misses  Allgood,  on  Wee  Lochs, 
twenty-seven  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Allgood,  on  Loch  Assynt 
for  a  few  hours,  twenty  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Usher  on 
Gillaroo  for  a  few  hours,  thirteen  trout,  71b. 

Inverness-shire  Waters.— Sport  has  improved 
considerably  last  week.  Loch  Ness  is  doing  famous. 
Four  parties  from  the  Fort  Augustus  hotel  are  making 
nice  baskets.  On  the  19th,  one  gentlemen  landed  a 
trout  of  51b.  On  the  20th,  two  trout  were  got,  each 
turning  the  scale  at  4Jlb.  The  basket  also  contained 
one  at  3ilb.  and  fifteen  others,  aMraging  Mb.  The 
Garry  is  improving.  1  hear  of  a  Salmo  ferox  being 
landed  on  Loch  Laggan  weighing  111b.  Loch  Errioht 
is  coming  well  to  the  front.  On  the  16th  two  rods 
larded  28lb.,  and  one  rod  had  241b.  same  day.  Heat 
and  drought  still  continue  ;  the  maximum  in  the  shade 
was  82  degrees.  In  the  sun  the  t  imperature  reached  120 
degrees. — Hism. 

Killin  Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  Perthshire. — Marquis 
Dal  Pozzo,  on  the  20th,  3.ilb.  trout ;  Mr.  Walker,  Sjlb. 
trout ;  Miss  Walker,  3|lb.  trout ;  Mr.  Smit,  2Jlb.  trout. 
21st,  Marquis  Dal  Pozzo,  hjlb.  trout.  On  the  16th, 
Killin  competition,  4Jlb.  trout. — H.  Maiset. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— Weather  of 
last  week  was  abnormally  dry,  bright,  and  warm,  and 
unfavourable  for  angling.  Record  of  sport  as  follows  -. 
On  Tuesday  of  last  week,  Mr.  Buxton,  of  Norwich, 
made  a  very  good  basket  on  Loch  Shin,  sixteen  trout, 
weighing  101b.  On  Wednesday,  Captain  Henderson 
killed  fourteen  trout,  weighing  51b.,  on  Loch  Shin,  and 
Dr.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Thompson,  on  the  same  loch,  four¬ 
teen  trout,  weighing,  bjlb.  On  Thursday,  Dr.  Douglas 
and  Mr.  Thompson,  fishing  Loch  Shin,  caught  one  Salmo 
ferox,  fljlb.,  and  two  dozen  trout,  weighing  81b.  On 
Friday,  on  Loeh  Beannoch,  the  same  anglers  killed  thir¬ 
teen  fine  trout,  and  on  Saturday,  on  Loch  Shin,  they 
caught  forty-two  trout,  weighing  151b.  On  Monday, 
Captain  Henderson  killed  eleven  trout,  3}lb.  ;  Mr.  Spicer 
caught  twenty-two  trout,  9Jlb. ;  and  Dr.  Douglas  and 
Mr.  Thompson  forty  trout,  131b.,  all  on  Loch  Shin. — 
J.  Y. 

Lairg  (Rhicouich  Hotel).  —  June  13,  H.  F. 
Kerr,  Esq.,  London,  Inchard,  cod  and  lythe,  .221b. 
14th,  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  No.  3,  thirteen  trout,  SJlb.  ; 
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Dr  Webb,  Bj-singstoke,  sea  fishing.  15th,  Dr. 
Webb,  No.  2,  161b. ;  H.  F.  Kerr,  No.  3,  5 Jib.  IGth, 

II.  F.  Kerr,  Gib.  ;  Dr.  Webb,  No.  3,  forty  trout, 
191b.  17th,  Dr.  Webb,  No.  2,  thirty-six  trout,  151b. ; 

H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  No.  3,  twenty-nine  trout,  111b.  19th, 

H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  Na  Ula,  thirty-five  trout,  131b,,  two 
sea-trout,  11b.  ;  Dr.  Webb,  No.  3,  forty-five  trout.  191b. 

Iiocliawe.— The  following  are  the  takes  by  gentlemen 
out  from  the  Taycreggan  Hotel  on  Monday  Messrs. 
Sopwith  and  Young,  Newcastle,  one  ferox,  OJlb.,  and 
4Ub.  trout  :  Mr.  Bell,  three  trout,  2 Jib. ;  Mr.  Eussel, 
one  dozen  trout  on  Loch  Nant. 

Iiooh  Ericht  (Dalwhinnie,  N.B.).— June  13,  Mr. 
Leatham,  twenty-one  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Grant,  Dundee, 
71b. ;  14th,  Major  Pearson,  fourteen  trout ;  Mr.  Lea¬ 
tham,  ten  trout ;  Mr.  Grant,  51b. ;  15th,  Major  Pearson, 
twenty-nine  trout ;  Mr.  Leatham,  91b. ;  Mr.  Grant,  61b.  ; 
16th,  Major  Pearson,  twenty-one  trout ;  Messrs.  Hudson 
and  Robertson,  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout;  Messrs. 
Seaton  and  Marshall,  28.b.;  Mr.  Leatham,  fourteen  trout, 
6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Grant,  241b. ;  17th,  Mr.  Grant,  121b. ;  19th, 
Mr.  Ludlow,  twelve  trout  :  Major  Pearson,  thirty-two 
trout  ;  Dr.  Drake,  Harrowgate,  twenty-two  trout  ; 
Messrs.  Robertson  and  Hudson,  twenty-four  trout.— 

J.  McD. 

Iiochinver  Hotel  Waters  (Lochinver,  Suther¬ 
land,  N.B.).- — The  following  is  a  note  of  tbe  best 
baskets  made  at  this  centre  during  the  past  week  ; — On 
Wednesday  of  last  week  Mr.  Boucher  fished  Loeh  Fewn 
and  killed  fourteen  trout,  weighing  91b.  ;  and  Mr. 
Buckley,  eighteen  fine  trout,  weighing  121b.  On  Friday, 
fishing  Loch  Assynt,  Messrs.  Jas.  Buckley  and  Fred. 
Clegg  caught  forty-three  trout,  weighing  161b.  On 
Loch  Crocach,  Mr.  Ireland  caught  thirty-eight  trout, 
weighing  111b.  On  Saturday,  on  Loch  i'ewn,  Mr.  H. 
Anderson,  of  Great  Crosby,  and  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  of 
Liverpool,  made  a  joint  basket  of  105  trout,  weighing 
341b.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Messrs.  James  Buckley 
and  Fred.  Clegg  killed  eight  dozen  trout,  weighing 
351b.,  on  Loch  Fewn ;  on  Loch  Canisp,  Mr.  W.  Egerton 
Hardinge,  of  Market  Drayton,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Wood,  of 
Birkenhead,  caught  thirty  trout,  weighing  81b.  ;  on 
Loch  Assynt,  Mr.  C.  H.  Mason,  of  London,  got  sixteen 
trout,  weighing  51b. 

Locbleveu  (Kinross). — The  loch  has  become  very 
low  with  the  protracted  drought.  At  the  shallows, 
where  most  of  the  fish  are  usually  landed,  the  depth  of 
water  at  present  does  not  exceed  3ft.  Two  days  of  cloudy 
weather  have  made  the  angler  more  expectant,  though  no 
rain  has  yet  fallen.  Club  competitions  throughout  the 
week  have  proved  almost  a  failure.  Perch  are  now  very 
numerous  in  the  loch,  and  the  warm  weather  is  bring¬ 
ing  them  in  large  shoals  near  the  shore. — Robert  B. 
Lajnq. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters,  North  Uist. — Not  for 
many  years  have  the  numerous  lochs  of  North  Uist  been 
83'  low  as  at  present.  Sea-trout  are  showing  in  good 
numbers  in  the  bays,  and  there  should  be  a  good  run  by 
the  middle  of  July,  if  spring  tides  will  be  favourable. 
Best  brown  trout  baskets  to  date :  on  9th,  Colonel 
Bchalaz,on  Loch  Huna,  thirty-four  fish  7jlb.  ;  12th  and 
14th,  on  Loch  Verigavat,  sixteen  fish  51b.,  and  thirty- 
seven  fish  12ib. ;  also,  on  same  loch  on  17th,  twenty- 
eight  fish  101b.  Surgeon-Major  Elarm  and  Major 
Durward,  on  17th  on  Loch  Huna,  eighty-two  fish  221b. ; 
onlOth,  on  Strumore,  eighteen  fish  7Jlb. ;  on  20th,  on 
Loch  Verigavat,  forty-three  fish  12Jlb. — James  M. 
Fraser. 

Loch  Eiannoch. — The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel:  June  14,  Canon 
Douglas  and  Mr.  Ferme,  East  Lothian,  on  loch,  thirty- 
seven  trout :  Messrs.  Pope  and  Fletcher,  thirty  trout ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Marshall  Lang,  Edinburgh,  sixteen  trout  ; 
Mr.  Greenland,  London,  on  river,  seven  trout.  June  15, 
Mr.  Greenland,  on  river,  ten  trout;  Messrs.  Fletcher 
and  Pope,  thirteen  trout ;  Rev.  Mr.  Hooper,  Brighton, 
tour  trout.  June  16,  Messrs.  Pope  and  Fletcher, 
Brighton,  on  loch,  thirty-two  trout ;  Doctor  Bealey  and 
brother,  Tunbridge  Wells,  twenty-five  trout;  Mr. 
Greenland,  on  river,  twenty -one  trout ;  Canon  Douglas 
and  Mr.  Ferme,  on  loch,  sixty-seven  trout,  four  weigh¬ 
ing  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  W^ood,  sixteen  trout.  June  17,  Rev. 
Mr.  Mart  hall  Lang  and  Mr.  Ferme,  on  loch,  sixty-two 
trout ;  Messrs.  Fletcher  and  Pope,  forty  trout ;  Mr. 
Wood,  twenty-three  trout;  Dr.  Bealey  and  brother, 
twenty-four  trout ;  Mr.  Greenland,  on  river,  thirteen 
trout,  heaviest  IJlb. :  Doctors  Aitohison  and  Mr. 
Arnott,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  twenty-five  trout.  June 
19,  Dr.  Bealey  and  brother,  on  loch,  eighteen  trout, 
weighing  lljlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler,  Manchester, 
forty  trout ;  Mr.  Cairn,  Dunbar,  thirty-nine  trout  ; 
Canon  Douglas  and  Mr.  Fernie,  fifty-nine  trout  ;  Mr. 
iStanden,  Hants,  on  river,  seven  trout ;  Mr.  Greenland, 
eleven  trout,  one  weighing  IJlb. ;  Drs.  Aitchison  and 
Mr.  Arnott,  thirty-three  trout.  June  20,  Dr.  Bealey 
and  brother,  on  loch,  ten  trout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler, 
twelve  trout ;  Mr.  Wood,  twenty-three  trout ;  Mr. 
Gillespie,  Edinburgh,  fourteen  trout;  Mr.  Ferme, 
twenty  trout,  one  a  beauty,  weighing  71bs.,  which  gave 
splendid  sport;  Mr.  Greenland,  on  river,  seven  trout. 

Locbt'i^a  and  Lochbnie.  —  Surgeon  -  General 
Botiertson,  fishing  from  Inveroran  Hotel  on  J une  7,  had 
four  dozen  trout ;  on  9th,  same  gentleman  had  eight 
trout,  3Jlb.  ;  on  10th,  same  gentleman  had  one  trout, 
11b. ;  on  13th,  same  gentleman  had  eight  dozen  and 
eight  trout  ;  on  14th,  same  gentleman  had  one,  trout, 
241b. ;  on  17th,  Mr.  R.  Mackinly,  Edinburgh,  had  one 
trout,  31b.  ;  Messrs.  Erskine,  Ediqburgh,  same  day  had 
six  trout,  4jlb. ;  on  19th,  Messrs.  Erskine'  and  Hunter 
had  ten  dozen  trout. — Duncan  A.  Forbes. 

Locli  Tummel  (Pitlochry J — Jjotwithstanding  the 
dry  weather  Mr.  J.  C.  Chubb  and  son  are  having  good 
sport ;  Wednesday,  Mr.  Chubb  had  two  pike,  181b.  and 


GJlb.  respectively ;  Friday,  three  pike  and  a  trout, 
2ilb. ;  Saturday,  five  trout,  heaviest  l^lb.  On  Thurs¬ 
day,  Messrs.  Conacher  and  Leonard  had  good  sport, 
weight  of  basket  61b.  ;  Friday,  Mr.  Hood  and  Mr. 
McGregor  liad  a  good  basket,  heaviest  trout  2Jlb. 

D.  Dow. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

Loch  Griam,  Loch  Merkland,  Loch  Gorm,  and  the  various 
Shin  Beats  are  giving  excellent  sport  to  a  number  of 
anglers.  On  Tuesday  a  thunderstorm  prevailed.  Rev. 
Canon  Faber,  Doncaster,  had  nineteen  trout,  the 
heaviest  of  which  weighed  31b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon, 
Maskinch,  fifty-six  trout,  161b.;  Messrs.  Barton  and 
Wilson,  Bcwdly,  thirteen  trout,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Froggatt 
and  Place,  Nottingham,  thirty-five  trout,  lO.Jlb. ;  and 
Mr.  Waterall,  ditto,  twenty-seven  trout,  91b.  Mr. 
Chaytor  and  Dr.  Addenbrook,  in  an  hour’s  fishing  off 
shore,  had  seven  fine  trout.  On  Wednesday  the  heaviest 
baskets  were  sixty-four  trout,  131b.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dixon,  and  forty  trout,  121b.,  by  Rev.  Canon  Faber.  On 
Thursday,  which  was  so  thundery,  that  only  six  rods 
were  out,  and  landed  between  them  106  trout,  491b.  On 
Friday,  twelve  rods  in  six  boats,  caught  205  trout, 
74Jlb.  Saturday  was  so  unfavourable  that  several 
anglers  did  not  fish.  The  best  basket  of  the  day  was  by 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Mackinlay,  Glasgow,  who  tried  Loch 
Merkland,  and  had  twenty-six  trout,  91b. — McB. 

Shin  (luveran,  N.B.). — Fishing  the  lower  beats 
from  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  the  following  sport 
has  been  obtained,  viz. : — On  Wednesday,  Miss  Buxton, 
one  grilse,  of  4,Ub,  on  Poll  Caolag;  on  Thursday,  Col. 
Upsher,  a  salmon  weighing  lljlb.,  on  Long  Pool ;  and, 
on  Friday,  Mrs.  Upsher,  a  10-pounder,  on  Grief  Pool. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  Buxton  and  party  fished  Loch  Cracail, 
and  got  two  and  a  quarter  dozen  trout,  aggregating  lOJlb. 
Monday,  this  week,  was  blank,  but  on  Tuesday,  Colonel 
Upsher  landed  a  grilse  of  SJlb.  and  a  101b.  salmon  ;  and 
Mrs.  Upsher,  a  salmon  of  lOJlb.,  on  the  Shin  ;  while  Mr. 
Buxton  bad  a  21b.  sea-trout,  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  Dumfriesshire  rivers  have 
not  been  at  such  a  low  ebb  for  thirty  years.  Many  of 
the  streams  can  be  easily  forded  without  wetting  the 
feet.  Sea-trout  are  very  plentiful  in  all  the  lower 
waters,  but  they  fight  shy  of  all  lures. — The  Annan. — 
Only  2J  inches  of  water  is  flowing  down  the  salmon 
pass  at  Annan  Bridge,  and  sea-trout  cannot  get  up 
the  river  except  by  the  aid  of  the  tides.  Herling  are 
showing  this  week,  and  several  have  been  caught 
by  local  hands. — The  Esk.  —  On  the  Esk  the  sport 
has  been  very  poor  during  the  past  week.  —  The 
Galloway  Rivers.  —  No  sport  has  been  obtained 
on  the  rivers  of  this  district,  and  until  rain  comes  to 
flood  the  streams  there  is  no  hope  of  sport.  Some  of  the 
Dumfriesshire  rivers  are  very  low. — The  Nith. — This 
river  has  gone  down  to  a  mere  brook  in  the  higher 
waters,  and  sport  is  at  a  complete  standstill.  In  the 
Tnornhill  and  Auldgirth  portions  a  few  yellow  trout  are 
being  caught,  and  an  odd  sea-trout  has  been  taken. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — No  improvement  in  angling 
conditions.  The  river  is  less  than  ever,  and  all  along 
its  course  is  at  a  lower  ebb  than  ever  recorded  in  the 
memory  of  anyone  living.  At  many  points  an  ordinary 
trout  cast  would  more  than  cover  its  breadth.  Angling 
on  most  of  the  reaches  is  out  of  the  question,  and  the 
Duke’s  netsmen  are  having  it  all  their  own  way  wdth 
any  fish  that  may  get  away  from  the  sea.  Grilse  of 
very  light  weight  are  being  got  by  these  netsmen,  which 
they  do  not  look  upon  favourably.  Tributary  streams 
are  almost  dried  up.  In  one  of  these,  the  Isla  (Banff¬ 
shire),  numbers  of  dead  trout  are  to  be  seen,  which  is 
supposed  to  be  attributable  to  its  low  ebb.  The  salmon 
fishing  on  the  coast  is  still  keeping  up  well,  and  during 
the  past  fortnight  has  been  brighter  than  at  any  other 
period  of  the  season.  Good  numbers  of  grilse  are  being 
got,  weighing  from  21b.  to  41b.  each,  the  average  weight 
of  the  salmon  being  101b.  For  week  ending  10th  inat . 
forty  boxes  were  despatched  from  Lossiemouth  to 
London,  weighing  4  tons  12  cwt.  ;  and  last  week’s 
despatch  was  forty-five  and  a  quarter  boxes  weighing 
5  tons  7cwt.  On  the  Findhorn  angling  for  some  time 
back  has  been  at  a  discount. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Tongue,  Sutherland, 
N.B  ). — Weather  warm  and  bright  ;  rain  much  needed. 
Fishing  Loch  Craggie,  Mr.  Parker,  of  London,  killed 
eight  brown  trout,  weighing  51b.,  on  Monday  ;  nine  trout, 
averaging  Jib.  each,  on  Tuesday  ;  and  nine  trout,  4Jlb., 
on  Wednesday.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Macartney,  of 
London,  killed  a  grilse  of  21b.,  and  eight  trout,  2lb.,  on 
Loch  Slamm  ;  on  Loch  Craggie,  Mr.  Parker  had  fair 
sport.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Macartney  fished  Loch  Loyal, 
and  caught  six  trout,  weighing  41b.  :  Mr.  Parker  killed 
ten  trout,  weighing  541b.,  in  Loch  Craggie.  On  Satur¬ 
day,  Mr.  Macartney,  caught  nineteen  trout,  weighing 
81b.,  on  Loch  Slamm  ;  and  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loeh  Craggie, 
eight  trout,  weighing  5Jlb. — J.  Y. 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — There  is  nothing  new  to  report 
from  these  rivers  for  the  past  week.  A  tew  anglers  go 
out  during  the  day-time,  but  meet  with  little  success  ; 
over  those  who  fish  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  find  sport 
comparatively  poor.  Baskets,  as  a  rule,  are  not  heavy, 
but  they  sometimes  contain  a  large  trout  or  two.  The 
beat  take  we  have  heard  of  since  last  report  in  the  Kelso 
district  was  one  of  5Jlb.  got  on  the  Tweed  early  on 
Wednesday  with  worm  and  minnow,  while  the  same 
angler  had  2ilb.  the  same  evening  with  fly.  As  show¬ 
ing  the  lowness  of  some  of  the  streams,  a  man  on  the 
Oxnam  water  “jumped”  61b.  of  trout  (eight  fish)  on 
Saturday.  A  good  many  large  trout  are  being  got  in 
various  rivers  just  now.  On  the  Tweed,  near  Sunder¬ 
land  Hall,  a  common  trout  of  21b.  15oz.  was  got  this 
week  by  a  Selkirk  fisher,  while  on  the  Whitadder,  near 
Elba,  Mr.  John  Forrest,  Cumledge  Mill,  Duns,  had  a 
241b.  trout  in  grand  condition.  We  have  had  a  few 


very  slight  showers  of  rain  during  the  week,  but  tb®y 

were  of  too  short  duration  to  be  of  any  good  to  eather 
river  or  fishing,  and  until  we  have  two  or  three  days 
solid  rain,  we  can  have  no  flood.  At  the  present  time 
there  are  small  indications  of  anything  of  the  kind. 
Maxwheel.  . 

Usk  (at  Usk).  — The  river  rose  about  four  inches  on 
Tuesday,  from  the  effects  of  a  heavy  thunderstorm,  but 
nothing  has  been  done  with  the  rod  and  line.  The  w^er 
is  becoming  very  foul,  but  the  disease  in  salmon  has 
disappeared. — T.  , 

Tthan. — Fish  are  quite  plentiful  on  the  tidal  reaches 
of  this  famous  sea-trout  stream.  The  weather  has  not  . 
been  of  the  best  for  angling  purposes,  yet  tolerably 
good  baskets  have  been  made  every  other  day  by  one  or 
other  of  the  anglers  fishing  from  the  Udny  Arms. 
Among  others  who  have  been  eminently  successful 
during  the  past  week  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Geo.  Davidson,  of  Wellwood,  Col.  Hunter,  of  Tilley, 
and  others.  The  prospects  are  improving  daily.  Ihe 
Udny  Arms  hotil  has  been  recently  extended,  and  e^^ra 
accommodation  is  now  at  the  disposal  of  visitors  to  this 
angling  resort. — G.  M. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — In  the  past  week  evening  fishing  has 
been  more  engaged  in — seven  to  nine  being  the  more 
favourable  period.  On  the  Coagh  pools  a  few  ags  of 
brown  trout  were  got,  and  off  the  Bar  mouthba  4lb. 
S.  ferox  was  killed.  Salmon  and  lake  trout  should  be 
plentiful  in  the  river  this  week  under  ordinary  circum¬ 
stances,  but  there  is  no  appearanco  of  any  as  yet. 
Sergeant  Fraser  on  Tuesday  evening  killed  three  pike 
averaging  41b- — on  the  artificial  fly,  vvhile  trouting. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyimne). — The  rain,  so  long 
looked  for,  has  not  yet  come,  and  anglers’  hopes  are  at 
the  lowest  ebb.  Night  fishing  is  the  only  sport  avail¬ 
able,  if  we  except  pike  spinning.  Last  Tuesday,  above 
Maghery  Ferry,  your  correspondent  killed  seven  pike, 
from  341b.  to  64ib.  each,  on  a  silk  phantom  minnow. 
No  salmon  have  yet  been  seen  in  the  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (B.allina).— Sport  has  been  poor 
on  river  and  lakes  during  the  past  week.  Grilse  and 
sea-trout  are  numerous  in  the  river,  and  come  up  with 
the  lines  as  far  as  the  salmon  weirs,  then  fall  back  to  the 
deeper  pools,  where  they  remain,  but  will  not  rise  to  the 
fly  freely  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water.  Sea- 
trout  rise  more  freely  in  the  evenings  from  9  p.m.  to 
12  p.m.,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  these  fish  are  obtained 
by  anglers  who  fish  late.  On  the  loughs,  I  have  only 
heard  of  one  decent  basket,  on  Lough  Conn,  got  by  Mr. 
J.  Platt,  jun.,  Enniscoe,  ten  trout  averaging  11b.  a 
piece,  all  with  fly. — Frank  Hearns. 

Skannou  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — The 
river  is  very  low  and  fine  this  week,  but,  for  all  that,  we 
are  much  better  off  than  our  piscatorial  friends  on  almost 
every  other  salmon  river  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
We  have  one  thing  to  console  us  always  here,  even  in  a 
great  drought  like  the  present,  and  that  is,  that  Lough 
Derg,  with  its  50,000  square  acres  of  water  area,  is 
immediately  above  our  salmon  beats  in  the  river,  so  that, 
happen  what  may,  there  is  always  a  fair  supply  of  water 
for  angling  purposes  on  the  streams.  The  free  water 
referred  to  in  my  report  of  last  week  is  still  supporting 
the  reputation  of  this  place,  as  a  good  many  grilse  have 
been  taken  therein  this  week.  On  the  16th,  J.  Johnson 
and  W.  Ives  got,  on  the  free  water  above  the  bridge, 
four  grilse,  two  51b.  each  and  two  41b.  each ;  and,  on 
the  19th,  three  grilse,  71b.,  61b.,  and  5Jlb. ;  same 
date,  W.  Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  before  breakfast, 
two  grilse,  71b.  and  51b.  :  on  the  16th,  two,  71b. 
and  61b. ;  Saturday,  the  17th,  one,  81b.  ;  18th,  one 
salmon,  221b.,  and  one  grilse,  6Jlb.  ;  16th,  J.  Daly, 
one  grilse,  41b.;  19th,  two  grilse,  71b.  and  641b.; 
17th,  Mr.  J.  O.  Vinter,  on  the  preserves,  one 
grilse,  81b. ;  14th,  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin,  on  the 
preserves,  four  grilse,  81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  61b.;  14th, 
two  grilse  ;  Mr.  C.  Lefroy  and  one  or  two  other  rods 
have  also  killed  a  few  grilse.  Mr.  Vinter,  Mr.  Martin, 
and  other  English  visitors,  hive  had  some  pretty  good 
s  )ort  among  the  river  rout  during  the  week. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castle  Connell).— Dry,  bright  weather, 
and  low  water.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  VV.  Greenhill  got 
one  peal,  41b.,  on  15th.  Ou  the  same  water,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges’s  fishermen  got  one  peal,  4115.,  on  the  2l8t.  On 
Prospect,  Sir  H.  B.  Meredylh,  Bart.,  got  two  peal, 
3Jlb.  and  4Jlb.,  on  15th.  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill,  on  same 
water,  got  two  peal,  31b.  and  41b.,  on  17th,  and  two  peal, 
41b.  and  541b.,  on  19th  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  B.  L. 
Marples  got  two  peal,  31b.  and  41b.,  on  15th;  one  peal, 
4Jlb.,  on  16th,  and  one  peal,  51b.,  on  20th.  Capt. 
Bayley,  on  Woodlands,  got  one  salmon,  161b.,  on  14th. 
Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham  got  one  peal,  241b.,  on  Summerhill 
and  De  Burgho  on20Dh. — John  Enrioht  and  Son. 

Straid  Loug'li. — On  this  lake,  which  is  preserved 
by  the  Belfast  Angling  Association,  some  of  the  members 
latterly  had  fair  sport— the  best  bag  being  one  of  a 
dozen  trout,  killed  by  Captain  Perry  last  Thursday. 
The  lake  is  well  stocked. 


Important  to  those  who  wish  to  become  Expert  Anglers. 
— At  the  request  of  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  Janies 
Kerss,  Sprouston-on-Tweod,  winner  of  the  International  Fly¬ 
casting  at  Twickenham,  ISHO,  and  at  Edinburgh,  I8;t2,  has 
decided  to  again  give  a  cour.so  of  lessons  in  the  art  of  salmon  and 
trout  fly  casting,  also  bait  casting,  at  Messrs.  Warner's  Welsh 
Harp  Fishery,  Hendon.  J.  K.  will  be  at  the  Welsh  Harp  for  this 
purpose  ou  Thursday,  June  1,  IH'JJ;  and  as  the  course  will  only 
last  for  a  limiied  period,  ii  is  important  that  those  who  wish  to 
take  lessons  should  make  early  application.  Terms:  Salmon  fly 
and  bait  casting,  £2  for  four  lessons;  troutfly  casting,  £1  for  four 
lessons.  Bods  and  tackle  will  be  provided. — Bellevue  Cottage, 
Sprouston,  Kelso,  N.B. 
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